STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept S5:
Around 5.5 lakh students en-
rolled in schools across Assam
are no longer attending class-
es. Following this alarming
trend, the Assam government
has launched efforts to bring
back those students who have
been found absent from the
school system, Education
Minister Dr Ranoj Pegu said
on Saturday.

Speaking at the state-
level Teachers' Day pro-
gramme held at Srimanta
Sankardev Kalakshetra in
Guwahati, Pegu said the
government identified the
issue through a data-driven
analysis of school and An-
ganwadi records.

The Education Depart-
ment analysed data from the
Shiksha Setu platform
alongside records main-
tained by Anganwadi cen-
tres under the Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment to track students’ en-
rolment and attendance.
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:

Pegu said the govern-
ment had begun examining
the issue on a month-wise
basis to identify students
who discontinued attend-
ing classes and take correc-
tive measures.

"It has been observed
that students do not attend
classes regularly due to var-
ious reasons. Irregular at-
tendance in schools leads to
school dropouts. "We are
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identifying the level at
which students have

dropped out,"” he said.
"We checked whether
students studying in Class
4 subsequently enrolled in
Class 6. We also analysed
the Anganwadi data. What
we found was that many stu-
dents did take admission but
stopped attending after one
or two months,” Pegu said.
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