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Mayor says local taxpayers deserve
compensation for service provided

SCOTT STRASSER

With some councillors suggesting
it will make an important state-
ment and others claiming it’s an
exercise in futility, the City of Cal-
gary will send the Alberta govern-
ment abill for the cost of collecting
the education tax requisition.
And while the dollar amount still
needs to be calculated, the city as-
sessor predicted the amount could

be roughly $10 million.

Council approved its 2025
property tax bill on Tuesday, the
last step before the city is legally
allowed to collect taxes this year.

While council approved a 3.6 per
cent overall property tax increase
in its yearly budget deliberations
in November (5.5 per cent for
residential, 1.4 per cent for com-
mercial), it had to wait until the
province released its budget in

late February before approving
the annual tax bylaw.

That’s because the provincial
budget outlines the education tax
requisition — money from munic-
ipal property taxes that supports
education operating funds. The
requisition helps cover teacher
salaries and pays for textbooks and
other classroom resources.

Due largely to higher assessed
propertyvalues, this year’seduca-
tion tax requisition is 15 per cent
higher in Calgary than last year, at
just over $1 billion.

For a single-family home as-
sessed at $697,000, the city says the

municipal property tax increase
is $134 annually, or $11 more per
month. For the same household,
the city claims the provincial prop-
erty tax hike will be $218 this year,
or $18 more monthly.

Combined, Calgary residenc-
es can expect an 8.9 per cent tax
hike this year, according to the
city, while commercial properties
should anticipate a 2.8 per centin-
crease. However, individual prop-
erty taxes vary depending on the
property class and how much its
assessed value changed relative to
the average change.

SEE TAX INVOICE ON A4

STEVEN WILHELM

FILLINGADOWNTOWN NEED

Melissa From, Calgary Food Bank president and CEO, says the organization’s new
downtown branch brings its services directly to one of the city’s biggest “pockets
of need.” The food bank served 6,300 clients from the downtown area in one year. A3

Striking school employees, boards reach tentative deals

NOAH BRENNAN

Striking school support staff
could be back on the job by Friday,
after tentative agreements were
reached between the Canadian
Union of Public Employees and
Calgary school boards.

Union groups representing
workers at the Calgary Board of
Education and Calgary Catholic
School District have now both
reached deals that could bring an

end to the Calgary strikes.

The agreements are for a wage
package higher than the original
government mandate, according
to CUPE Alberta, and for terms
ending in August 2028,

An electronic ratification vote
among members of CUPE 40 will
begin Tuesday night, with results
announced Wednesday evening. If
members approve the agreement,

workers will be back in schools on
Friday.

CUPE 520 will hold its ratifica-
tion meeting on Thursday, with
CCSD workers returning to work
Monday pending member agree-
ment, CUPE Alberta said.

The Parkland School Division
alsoreached a tentative agreement
— with workers back in schools
Thursday if members vote to ap-
prove.

Tuesday’s deals follow success-
ful negotiations in Edmonton and
Fort McMurray.

BONUS DEADLINE MIDNIGHT MARCH 19
TAKE THE PRIZE = $100,000

CUPE Alberta president
Rory Gill said in a statement he
was happy that more school
districts are following the pattern
setin Fort McMurray and Edmon-
ton.

“Education support workers
have shown great courage and de-
termination,” said Gill

“I'm so happy for them that
they have won the respect they
deserve.”

SEE CUPE DEALS ON A2
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Postmedia Calgary photojournalist Jim Wells received a National Newspaper Award nomination on Tuesday for his photo of Bobby Boyd, who, along with
neighbour James Ford, worked to free a deer that fell through the ice of the Bow River in the Inglewood area last November. s weLLs

Recognition by journalism competition
is ‘humbling,’ says editor-in-chief

Postmedia Calgary (Calgary Her-
ald/Calgary Sun) has received
three National Newspaper Award
(NNA) nominations in one of the
country’s most prestigious jour-
nalism competitions.

NNA organizers revealed the
nominations Tuesday, noting
they received 864 entries from 82
Canadian news organizations in
the competition recognizing work
done in 2024.

The first nomination received
by Postmedia Calgary came in the
category of Project of the Year
for a months-long project called
Squeezed: Navigating Calgary’s
high cost of living. The project
explored inflationary and afford-
ability issuesin areas ranging from
housing and utilities, to groceries,
family expenses and pets.

“It's humbling to see this project
berecognized by thisnomination,”
said Monica Zurowski, Postmedia
Calgary editor-in-chief. “Initiat-
ed by digital editor Mary-Ellen
Southwick, the project ultimately
involved almostall members ofthe
newsroom, which led to exception-
al journalistic content, both quali-
tatively and quantitatively.

“The cost-of-living issues ad-
dressed in Squeezed resonated
with huge numbers of readers,”
Zurowski said. “We are grateful to
the many Calgarians who openly
shared their stories of inflationary
struggles with us.”

A second NNA nomination re-
ceived Tuesday — this one in the
category of News Photo — high-
lighted an unforgettable photo
taken by veteran photojournalist

Jim Wells. He was the only journal-
ist who searched out ascene where
two neighbours were trying to save
a deer that fell through the ice of
the Bow River in the Inglewood
area last November.

“I thought I'd seen everything,”
Wells recalled after the icy rescue.
“But another situation present-
ed itself when two men braved
numerous dangers to rescue the
young deer. ... Happily, after a cou-
ple of hours it ended successful-
ly when the men pulled the deer
out, after lassoing a rope around
its horns.”

The third NNA nomination ar-
rived in the category of Editorial
Cartooning. Alberta artist Patrick
LaMontagne, whose work appears
regularly in the Calgary Herald,
received the nomination for his
extraordinary artwork that pro-
vides witty and pointed commen-
tary.

Including the three nomina-
tions received in Calgary, Post-
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Postmedia Calgary receives three nods
at the National Newspaper Awards

media journalists netted nine NNA
nominations this year at The Fi-
nancial Post, Vancouver Sun/The
Province, Ottawa Citizen/Sun,
Halifax Chronicle Herald, Sas-
katoon StarPhoenix and Regina
Leader-Post.

“Postmedia’s editorial mission to
inspire and harness Canadian am-
bitionisrepresented and matched
by the work all our teams do, every
day. That's demonstrated so clear-
ly in the work that’s been includ-
ed inthese nominations,” Duncan
Clark, Postmedia’s chief content
officer, said inastatement. “All our
nominated journalists and news-
rooms should take great pride in
this recognition.”

Winners of the NNAs will be an-
nounced April 25 atagalaeventin
Montreal. Thisis the 76th year for
the awards program, established
in 1949 to encourage excellence
and reward achievement in daily
newspaper work in Canada.
Postmedia News

School support staff, including about 800 maintenance and custodial employees at the Calgary Board of Educa-

arr -

tion and 350 workers with the Calgary Catholic School District, walked off the job Feb. 24. caviw vouwG FILES

Very likely’ CBE support staft
will be back to work on Friday

CUPE DEALS FROM Al

More than 1,000 employees of
Calgary schools — mostly mainte-
nance and custodial staff — walked
off the job Feb. 24.

In Calgary, the striking workers
include about 800 maintenance
and custodial employees at the
Calgary Board of Education, rep-
resented by CUPE Local 40, and
another 350 workers with the
Calgary Catholic School District
under CUPE Local 520.

CUPE Local 40 president Clay
Gordon said the tentative agree-
ment was reached around 8:30
p.m. Monday after a “long day” of
negotiations.

“It was tough,” he said. “But we
got there.”

Gordon did not provide specific
details about the agreement, but

confirmed it is above provincial
wage mandates that remained a
sticking point during bargaining
last week.

“Ifeel good about the deal,” Gor-
don said, noting he is confident it
will get ratified.

The tentative agreement comes
two days after deals were struck
between union groups and school
boards in Edmonton and Fort Mc-
Murray. Those three deals have
wage agreements that are higher
than the original wage mandates
imposed by the Alberta govern-
ment, and all for a period ending
in August 2028, according to CUPE
Alberta.

Gordon says dealsreached in Ed-
monton and Fort McMurray over
the weekend were “the changing of
the winds” in negotiations.

He said “it’s very likely” mem-

bers will be back to work Friday.

“I think everybody is excited to
get back to work — turn the page
and resume what they love to do,”
he said. “They’re excited to see
their co-workers and see the stu-
dents, and provide that safe and
clean working environment.”

The Calgary strike has seen
members picketing daily from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. at locations across
the city.

“I am just so proud of our mem-
bers,” he said. “They showed that
when we fight, we win.”

The CBE has confirmed the deal,
and said CUPE Local 40 has sus-
pended picket lines.

In an email to parents Tuesday
morning, the school board advised
that a team would be meeting to
plan for “a smooth transition back
to work.”

“While CUPE members are
expected to be back at work on
Friday, it will take some time to
restore all normal operations,”
CBE chief superintendent Joanne
Pitman wrote in the email.
NoBrennan@postmedia.com

Hiring fair helps
connect youth
with work

opportunities

NOAH BRENNAN

The annual Calgary Youth Hir-
ing Fair is back for it’s 26th year,
connecting young Calgarians with
employment opportunities.

Youth aged 15 to 24 are invited
to the Big Four Building on March
27 from 1:30 to 6 p.m. to meet with
more than 80 potential employers.

Heather Johnson, the City of
Calgary’s social programs director,
says the fair “plays a crucial role in
helping them access opportunities
that align with their talents and as-
pirations.”

“This event not only connects
them with employers but also
builds the foundation for future
career growth, helping our city’s
youth develop the skills they need
to thrive,” Johnson said in a state-
ment.

No pre-registration is required
for the free event.

Job hunters are encouraged to
come prepared with resumeés and
do some research ahead of time.

Toprepare, young Calgarians can
visit the city’s Youth Employment
Centre,at 31510th Ave. S.E., where
they can access free services such
as resume assistance, job search
strategies and interview coaching.

“Youth who take the time to pre-
parein advance will gain a compet-
itive edge at the fair,” the centre’s
team lead Tara Huxley said in a
statement. “Our free services ...
are designed to equip young job
seekers with the tools they need
to make a lasting impression.”

The centre offers year-round
employment services connecting
yvoung people with employers.

Drop-in hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. on weekdays, with extended
hours until 6 p.m. on Wednesdays.

For more details and a list of par-
ticipating employers, visit the YEC
website.
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Food bank unveils
newest branch in
heart of downtown

Location brings organization’'s services
where they are needed most, CEO says

STEVEN WILHELM

The Calgary Food Bank revealed
its new downtown branch on Tues-
day, aiming to bring its services di-
rectly to the area of greatest need.

Located in the Neoma Build-
ing, at 706 7th Ave. S.W. just steps
from the CTrain, the location will
be managed by the non-profit
HomeSpace, which houses clients
for Inn From the Cold in the same
building.

One of the biggest “pockets of
need” for the food bank’s services
is in the downtown and Beltline
area, according to Melissa From,
the organization’s president and
chief executive.

The food bank served 6,300
unique clients from the downtown
area in one year, and the Beltline
has the largest low-income popu-
lationin Calgary — but only a third
of them access hampers.

“We are actually going to bring
the food bank to them, and we're
going to be here in the heart of the
downtown,” From told reporters.

Every day, about 25 per cent of
the food bank’s clients go to the
southeast Calgary location by
public transit, some having mul-
tiple-hour trips.

“We're talking hours on a bus,
multiple transfers, sometimes
with small children, and then on
theirway home with bags and bags
of groceries,” said From. “It’s not
dignified, it’s not kind, it’s not cli-
ent-centric.”

The downtown location will be
laid out much like any other gro-
cery store.

“They’re going to check in with
our client services team and they
are going to shop for their food
like any dignified Calgarian,” said
From, adding that clients will be
able to pick their own items,

The food bank hopes the space
will serve up to 200 households
per day by the end of June. The
organization currently serves
750 households per day, anumber
that will grow to 800 in the coming
days.

“We're not going to slowdown at
our main location ... it just means

we're going to be able to help more
Calgarians,” From said, adding that
the organization’s capacity will be
1,000 households once the new
space is online.

HEIGHTENED NEED FOR
FOOD, HOUSING SUPPORTS

Need for the food bank has
grown rapidly in recent years,
having gone from serving about
400 households per day to
about double that number, she
added.

“The combination of population
growth, economic challenges, in-
flation and now tariffs are all bur-
dens that Calgarians have faced
and will continue to face in the
coming years,” said From.

She said the downtown location
will be a “game changer” for those
in the core, in the Beltline and the
building it's in.

Heather Morley, Inn From the
Cold CEQ, said theyare “thrilled to
welcome” the food bank as a part-
ner and neighbour in the building.

The Neoma Building shelters 32
families, and 62 to 72 other fami-
lies or individuals have affordable
housing there.

“Forthemtobe able toaccess the
services of the food bank, which
most of them do, again, it's about
the convenience ... it’s about the
dignity,” said Morley.

“It made perfect sense to find the
very right partner,” said Morley,
adding that both her organization
and HomeSpace are focused on
individuals facing homelessness,
while the food bank targets food
insecurity.

“We know that food insecurity
and housing instability go hand in
hand,” said Morley.

When the food bank spoke about
its increased demand, Morley
couldn’t help but nod in agree-
ment.

“Five years ago we served an av-
erage of about 500 families a year
who were experiencing home-
lessness ... we more than tripled
that,” she said, adding that collab-
orations between non-profits are
“critical” as demand rises.
swilhelm@postmedia.com
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Melissa From, Calgary Food Bank CEO and president, says the organization's new downtown branch in the Neoma Building will allow it “to help more Calgarians.” sTEvEN WILHELM

, 2025 CALGARY HERALD A3

_..I.i-hl"
R = T ]

FATERTIAL PN P

Calgary Transit to pilot
two—-car train service

SCOTT STRASSER

Starting Saturday, Calgary Transit
will begin piloting two-car CTrain
service on weekends and statutory
holidays, claiming the move will
cut down on energy, maintenance
and operational costs, while still
fulfilling passenger demand.

While LRT ridership has re-
bounded to pre-pandemic levels
seen in 2019, the CTrain still sees
fewer users on weekends. Out-
side of special events, an average
of 84 passengers ride the train per
trip on weekends, well below the
400-person capacity of two-car
trains.

(The average during special
weekend eventsis 300 passengers

per trip).

“We know how important tran-
sit service is for our customers
and how critical it is to use our
funds responsibly,” Aaron Coon,
Calgary Transit manager, said in
a news release. “This pilot allows
us to match service with demand,
while maintaining reliability and
availability for those who depend
on public transit.”

Reducing the number of train
cars will reduce energy use by 33
per cent on weekends and cause
less wear and tear on its fleet, Cal-
gary Transit said, reducing main-
tenance needs while extending
their life span.

Having fewer CTrain cars on
the tracks also makes it easier for

transit peace officers to patrol, ac-
cording to the release.,

However, the pilot will not be in
effect during high-demand events,
such as large concertsand Calgary
Flames home games. Instead,
“floater” trains will be deployed
during these events to temporar-
ily increase train lengths to three
or four cars.

This will also be the case during
the Calgary Stampede and the
upcoming Rotary Internation-
al Convention, which will bring
thousands of delegates to the BMO
Centre in June.

CTrain users are encouraged
to share feedback through Cal-
gary Transit’s customer service
channels, according to the news
release.

If the pilot proves successful,
Calgary Transit says it may consid-
er expanding two-car operations
tonon-peak hours on weekdays as
well, starting this fall.

sstrasser@postmedia.com

Demong abandons attempt to rename LRT station

SCOTT STRASSER

More than ayear after he first pro-
posed it, a Calgary city councillor
has abandoned his attempt to re-
name the Fish Creek-Lacombe
LRT station to incorporate nearby
St. Mary’s University in the title.

Ward 14 Coun. Peter Demong
presented a notice of motion in
early 2024 to rebrand the Red
Line station as Fish Creek-St.
Mary’s University. He pointed out
that other CTrain stations near
post-secondary campuses include
the name of the university in their
title.

The Fish Creek-Lacombe LRT
station is across Macleod Trail
S.E. from the Catholic university,
which is attended by more than
1,000 students — many of whom
take the train to campus everyday.

At the time Demong’s motion
was introduced, the university’s
faculty association provided a
letter of support, arguing it would
reflect the growth of the school,
which is the only recognized uni-
versity in southeast Calgary.

“This will help increase the vis-
ibility of St. Mary’s and provide
another point of recognition for
potential students,” wrote Dr. Car-
olyn Salomons, the school’s faculty
association president.

But the city’s engagement pro-
cessrevealed alack of general sup-
port for the idea. Public feedback
revealed diverse perspectives on
renaming the station, accordingto
acityreportincluded in Tuesday’s

council meeting agenda. It noted
the current moniker has historical
and geographical significance, as
it reflects proximity to both Fish
Creek Provincial Park and Father
Lacombe’s parish, which covered
the area.

A city survey revealed that out
of 710 respondents, only 47 were
supportive of a name change, 29
of whom explicitly favoured in-
corporating St. Mary’s in the title.
Meanwhile, 143 respondents were
not supportive of a name change.

“While the proposal to incor-
porate St. Mary’s University into
the station name recognizes the
university, any renaming should
align with broader planning ini-
tiatives, such as transit-oriented
development work for the station
area or the future Local Area Plan
for this and surrounding commu-
nities,” the report stated.

The Calgary Aboriginal Urban
Affairs Committee (CAUAC) was
also against the proposal, claim-
ing it would go against the calls to
action in its White Goose Flying
report from 2016.

InaNovember 2024 letter to the
city, the CAUAC said that while it
supports a new name for the sta-
tion due to Father Lacombe’s role
in founding the residential school
system in Canada, it also opposes
the inclusion of St. Mary’s for sim-
ilar reasons.

St. Mary’s was the name of the
residential school at Kainai from
1926 to 1988, the CAUAC letter
stated.

“Though the modern St. Mary’s
Universityisaseparate institution,
the St. Mary’s residential school
at Cardston operated within the
Catholic Diocese of Calgary,” the
letter reads.

“These are not simply two un-
linked entities that happen to
share the same name. They are
two Catholic institutions, with the
same name, that operated within
the same Catholic ecclesiastical
district, and with oversight of
the same Catholic Bishop (Paul J.
O’Bryne, 1968-1998).”

The city’s recommendation,
which was endorsed by the ex-
ecutive committee in December
2024, was tomaintain the station’s
current name and to only consider
renaming it when “opportunities
arise to align with broader plan-
ning initiatives in the area.”

But before council could con-
sider that item, Demong said that
he wanted to file and abandon the
proposal, citing the engagement
process.

“There have been a number of
missteps,” he said.

“This is not anyone’s responsi-
bility, there’sno blaming here — it’s
just afirst-of-its-kind engagement
that kind of went awry.

“There were mistakes made,
there were issues happening with
it, and administration, myself and
my constituents would like to see
this entire file just disappear.”

Demong’s request to file and
abandon the item was approved.
sstrasser@postmedia.com
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Prime Minister Mark Carney can either unite the nation with fresh domestic policy, or weaken it with the same old favouritisms, writes Don Braid. sEAWN KILPATRICK/ THE CANADIAN PRESS

UCP dismisses
attempt

to distract
Calgarians’

TAX INVOICE FROM Al

The new numbers prompted
council to discuss the optics of
announcing a steeper tax hike
than first promised. One coun-
cillor called approving a tax in-
crease on the province’s behalf
“egregious.”

“We get raked over the coals
for months on end on a 3.5-to-
five per cent property tax in-
crease,” said Ward 14 Coun. Peter
Demong. “The province, within
a day, with no consultation, in-
creases (their tax requisition)
by over 17 per cent, and we don’t
hear a single comment from any
media, opinion piece, editorial.

“How do I possibly circle this
square with my constituents,
that we as a city are doing our
damnedest to stay within our
first appointed recommended
rate and the province just comes
in with whatever they want?”

Demong’s comments prompt-
ed a proposed amendment to
send the province an invoice for
administrative costs related to
the collection of the education
tax requisition — covering every-
thing from staff time to printing
costs.

Mayor Jyoti Gondek said the
province 1s requisitioning 37 per
cent of the taxes the city collects
from properties this year and
should, therefore, contribute
37 per cent of the cost to provide
that service.

“This isn’t a political stunt,”
she said. “This wasn’t just a
whim. This is something that we
need to take seriously. We have
been asked to manage taxpayer
money, and in order to do that,
if we are providing services to
another order of government,
we should be compensated forit.

“It seems logical they should
have to pay for that service.”

But while the amendment
passed unanimously, Ward 10
Coun. Andre Chabot called it
an “exercise in futility.”

“They’ll argue that the costs of
delivering services exceeds what
theycollect,” he said. “They’ll ar-
gue that they’re still not collect-
ing enough.”

The city’s property tax bills
will be mailed out May 12,

In response to a request for
comment, a provincial govern-
ment spokesperson said city
council’s motion is little more
than an attempt to save their
re-election campaigns by blam-
ing their “rampant overspend-
ing” on the province.

“This is an attempt to distract
Calgarians from the fact that
they are raising their proper-
ty taxes for the fourth year in
a row,” said Justin Brattinga,
senior press secretary for the
Alberta government’s treasury
board and finance.

“If the city can’t manage col-
lecting the taxes, we're sure
someone will step forward in
October’s election that can.”
Brattinga said.
sstrasser@postmedia.com

A SCREW THE WEST POLICY
COULD FURTHER DIVIDE NATION

Concerns swirl over regional favouritism
as Carney Liberals near majority territory

DON BRAID

The looming election campaign
might begin to rebuild this
country, or drive us further into
division and stagnation.

The choice is Prime Minister
Mark Carney’s. He can either
strive to unite the nation with
fresh domestic policy, or weaken
our internal bonds with the same
old regional favouritism.

Everybody should hope that
Carney carries the day against
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
mad tariffs and threats to Cana-
da’s independence.

But the Save Canada rhetoric
is perfect cover for the Liberals
to govern as they always have.
And probably will, if they win the
election.

Two polls now show them in
near-majority territory. Leger
has them up by four per cent over
the Conservatives; Angus Reid
says seven per cent.

The setup is familiar; big sup-
port in major, key urban centres,
especially Toronto, and in every
province from Ontario to the
Atlantic.

In crucial Quebec, the Lib-
erals are well ahead of Pierre
Poilievre’s Conservatives and,
surprisingly, the Bloc Quebecois.

This is the most remarkable
short-term turnaround in
modern Canadian history. The
Liberals have jumped nearly 30
points since December.

But the Conservatives have
nearly 60 per cent support in
Alberta and 62 per cent in Sas-
katchewan.

It's a dead heat at about 40 per
cent in B.C. and Manitoba.

The same old east-west power
split is at hand.

Dan McTeague, who was an
Ontario Liberal MP for 18 years,
winning six elections, sees a clas-
sic scenario for Ottawa to suck
the resource provinces dry.

McTeague, an energy pricing
expert, says the Liberals will
inevitably turn to Alberta and
the western provinces to shore
up eastern spending.

No fan of today’s Liberals, he
also claims that Carney’s abo-

lition of the consumer carbon
tax is meaningless, because the
government will legislate higher
industrial pricing to fill the gap.

Former Alberta cabinet minis-
ter Ted Morton worries that the
Liberals will sacrifice western oil
and gas to prop up the auto and
electricity sectors of Ontario and
Quebec.

“Basically, that would be a
return of the National Energy
Program — screw the West and
take the rest. If that happens, it’s
really gonna hit the fan.”

Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith was almost hostile to Car-
ney after his cabinet was sworn
in. She didn’t even issue rote
congratulations.

“lI am extremely concerned
that this cabinet includes most of
(the) same ministers responsible
for the most damaging govern-
ment policies levelled by Ottawa
against Alberta in our over 100-
year history,” she said on X.

“We are gravely concerned that
plans to significantly increase the
industrial carbon tax will be just
as damaging to Alberta’s econo-
my as the consumer carbon tax
has been.”

Facing the Trump storm, Car-
ney seems onside with expand-
ing energy production, finding
new markets and even building
pipelines.

The rhetoric does not match

his long and detailed militancy
on climate measures.

But circumstances now hand
him a fantastic opportunity for
a national reset that would help
Canada’s economy and create
leverage against Trump.

He can pledge to completely
rebuild climate policy with far
more tolerance for provincial
needs.

A good start would be to ditch
former climate minister Steven
Guilbeault’s central control over
emissions, electricity and energy
projects.

Not a single province would
refuse to step up with its own
sane measures. Provinces could
co-ordinate their policies by
region, respecting the goal as
well as their own needs.

Carney could also promise
to reform equalization. Fiscal
capacity from electricity should
be in the formula. That would
reduce the ridiculous imbalance
that pays Quebec $13 billion a
year.

He needs to dump or seriously
amend the Impact Assessment
Act and rescind Bill C-59, the
legislation that stops oil and gas
companies from talking about
their environmental achieve-
ments, on pain of huge penal-
ties.

Canadians want resistance
against Trump. They seem ready
to trust that role to Carney.

But they're also uniquely open
to serious national reform that
builds a more resilient nation.

Shake off the rust, Liberals.
Give the real Canada a try.

Don Braid’s column appears regular-
v in the Herald
X and Bluesky: @DonBraid
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Agriculture Minister RJ Sigurdson says the province must “ensure there's regulatory clarity, flexibility and oppor-
tunity to manage organic waste, including digestate, to provide investor confidence.” pILLON GIANCOLA FILES

Minister seeks to amend agricultural act
in bid to address regulatory uncertainty

STEPHEN TIPPER

In a move to encourage more
biodigesters and biogas plants to
begin operating in the province,
the Alberta government intends
to clarify rules around the han-
dling of the waste those facilities
produce.

Alberta Agriculture and Irriga-
tion Minister RJ Sigurdson tabled
Bill 44, the Agricultural Operation
Practices Amendment Act, in the
legislature Tuesday afternoon.

The act would move currentrules
around managing digestates — pro-
duced by anaerobic digesters when
theybreak down organic materials
such as manure — from amemoran-
dum of understanding into the Ag-
ricultural Operation Practices Act.

The province says the act cur-
rently lacks clarity on how organic
material can be managed, leading
to regulatory uncertainty for ag-
ricultural operations storing and
using digestate generated from
manure.

In recent years, there’s been
growing private sector interest in
anaerobic biodigesters or biogas
plants, Sigurdson said during a
news conference Tuesday morn-

ing.

MANURE FOR

FERTILIZER OR ENERGY
Manure from feeding operations

can be used as an input to produce

biogas and fertilizer, and the bio-

gas can be refined into renewable

natural gas that can be used to pro-
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duce heat and electricity. This cre-
ates another revenue stream for
producers, and the nutrient-rich
digestate can be used to grow crops
and improve soil health, said Sig-
urdson.

“As the agri-processing and bio-
gas sectors expand, and more an-
aerobic biodigesters come online,
Alberta needs to ensure there’s
regulatory clarity, flexibility and
opportunity to manage organ-
ic waste, including digestate, to
provide investor confidence,” he
said.

“Changes will provide this
emerging industry with regula-
tory certainty to do business and
potentially create jobs in rural Al-
berta. And with access to abundant
inputs from livestock operations,
our province will be an attractive
place for investment in the biogas
industry.”

DIVERTING WASTE,
CREATING REVENUE
Farmers, ranchers and agri-pro-
cessors produce 3.4 million tonnes
of organic waste annually, mainly
from livestock manure and food
processing. These organic mate-
rials are either sent to landfills or
waste management facilities.
“This needlessly creates waste
and fills municipal landfills with
organic material, but thereisabet-
ter way,” said Sigurdson. “We have
a huge opportunity to divert these
materials to the biogas industry,
which is looking for feedstock.”
Alberta Beef Producersvice-chair

11;-;.

and get back to
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Bill aims to clarify rules on
biodigester, biogas waste

Kent Holowath said Tuesday the
organization “fully supports” the
proposed changes, saying they will
help unlock new income streams
for producers while also “contrib-
uting to Alberta’s energy future.”

“With the challenges Alberta
farmers face today — with drought,
unpredictable markets and the con-
stant threat of tariffs — our margins
are under pressure like never be-
fore,” Holowath said.

Chad Meunier, a Barrhead-area
cattle feeder and an Alberta Cattle
Feeders’ Association board mem-
ber, said investing in biodigesters
isa “win-win” for cattle feeders and
the environment, as biodigesters
capture methane from manure,
reducing emissions for the sector
while also creating renewable en-
ergy.

“This is a positive step for our in-
dustry to be more sustainable for
future generations,” he said during
Tuesday’s news conference.
stipper@postmedia.com

Watchdog upholds reprimand
for CPS officer’s racist remarks

BILL KAUFMANN

A Calgary police officer’s com-
plaint that an investigation into a
co-worker’s racist comments was
flawed and the resulting penalty
toolenient has been tossed by alaw
enforcement watchdog.

Even though a two-person
Law Enforcement Review Board
(LERB) panel expressed multiple
concerns over the investigation
into Const. Andrew Fuhrman’s re-
peated use of the “N” word, it con-
cluded any shortcomings didn’t
justify overturning the decision
made by Calgary Police Service to
hand the officer a reprimand that
remains on his record for five years.

Of particular concern, reads the
LERB decision, was the move by
a CPS presiding officer to change
the wording on the accusation from
“racist” towatered-down language.

“The board wishes to first make
clear it is very troubled by the
changes made to the record/state-
ment,” reads the March 11 LERB
written decision. “By varying this
toread ‘some inappropriate and de-
rogatorylanguage, thefinalrecord/
statement is not merely watered
down; it fails to capture the essence
of the appellant’s allegations.”

Even so, the board concluded
that concern wasn’t enough to
overturn the disciplinary decision.

“Although the board is sympa-
thetic to the appellant’s frustration
that the (Janguage) was changed,
the respondents are correct that
a presenting officer has wide berth
to determine how to frame and
present their case,” they stated.

The matter began with accusa-
tions by Const. Gareth Clarke that
Fuhrman had used the “N” word
during three group conversations
in early 2021, in one case referring
to his Nigerian neighbours. An-
other time it was while discussing
a nurse working with Canada Cus-
toms.

Police Chief Mark Neufeld con-
cluded there was enough evidence
for areasonable prospect ofacon-
viction in the case, while he con-
solidated those accusations into
one allegation.

On Nowv. 8, 2023, Fuhrman was
given the five-year reprimand, a
conclusion that sparked an ap-
peal from Clarke who contended
the investigation done by the CPS
professional standards section
should have included CCTV evi-
dence, only called on two of eight
possible witnesses and failed to
address bullying.

“In (Clarke’s) initial complaint,
he recalled an occasion where
(Fuhrman) stated he would ‘shoot
me in the back’ if he engaged in
certain conduct,” states the LERB
panel. “He then went on to say that
‘this statement shocked me but,
honestly, I did not feel threatened.
I was not intimidated.”™

But while the panel acknowl-
edged the “seriousness” of that al-
legation and others, it dismissed it
because the focus of the appeal was
on Fuhrman’s racist comments,

And it determined the lack of
CCTV evidence wasn’t serious
enough to conclude the investiga-
tion was tainted or flawed.

But the LERB panel did express
concerns over witnesses, that cer-
tain documents and their state-
ments were denied to the investiga-
tion, while noting Clarke’s concerns
thatagroup email sent to potential
witnesses lacked confidentiality
and might have influenced them.

The panel also noted it was un-
able to access the email, which it
called “troubling.”

Because Neufeld deemed the
main accusations regarding racist
conduct were serious and enough
to secure a conviction, the panel
concluded those concerns raised
by Clarke weren’t enough to war-
rant it to take action.

When the LERB’s concerns
about the changed language are
removed from the equation, it
found the presiding officer’s rul-
ings, based on the evidence avail-
able, were “reasonable.”

It applied that same conclusion
to the penalty handed to Fuhr-
man, stating the officer’s positive
performance record was properly
included in that decision.
BKaufmann@postmedia.com
X: @BillKaufmannjrn
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Maybe Carney
should look
inside himself

TASHA KHEIRIDDIN

Will ethical issues upend the Liberal election
campaign? The Conservatives certainly hope so
— and they’re getting a hand from an unlikely
source: the Canadian media.

At a news conference in London, Globe and
Mail reporter Stephanie Levitz and CBC News
anchor Rosemary Barton grilled Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney on his personal finances.
“For a guy who has spent most of his life in the
private sector, there’s no possible conflict of
interest in your assets,” Barton insisted. “That’s
very difficult to believe.”

An exasperated Carney told Barton to “look
inside yourself, Rosemary” and accused her of
coming from a “prior (assumption) of conflict
and ill will.” He went on to add, “I have served
in the private sector. I have stood up for Cana-
da. I have left my roles in the private sector at
a time of crisis for our country. I'm complying
with all the rules.” This rather cringey exchange
taught us two things. First, Carney needs more
media training: news conferences aren’t thera-
py sessions, and scolding journalists is what the
media slams Conservatives (and U.S. President
Donald Trump) for doing. True, Carney wasn’t
munching on an apple like Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre. But if the new PM isn’t careful,
he will blow one of his main advantages, which
is that voters consider him more “likable” than
his Conservative rival, and less arrogant than
his predecessor, Justin Trudeau.

Second, Carney will open the door to a deadli-
er comparison: unethical behaviour. Trudeau’s
ethical lapses were legion: from vacationing at
the Aga Khan’'s Island, to pressuring then-at-
torney general Jody Wilson-Raybould during
the SNC Lavalin Scandal, to not recusing
himself from the contracting process with WE
Charity during the pandemic. The disregard
for ethics extended to his cabinet ministers as

Knowing this, it is surprising
that Carneys team didnt
see this coming.

well: between 2018 and 2023, former Ethics
Commissioner Mario Dion found five senior
Liberals in violation of ethics laws, including
Trudeau, ministers Dominic LeBlanc and Mary
Ng, former minister Bill Morneau and parlia-
mentary secretary Greg Fergus.

Knowing this, it is surprising that Carney’s
team didn’t see this coming. He not only needs
better answers, but better action. The rules
oblige Carney to complete the compliance
process within 120 days of his appointment
as prime minister, but there is nothing that
prevents disclosure from being done sooner, or
proactively by his campaign.

As National Post reported last week, Car-
ney is facing scrutiny for his work as Brook-
field Asset Management’s head of transition
investing, in which he oversaw the financing of
billions of dollars in net-zero projects around
the world. So far, Brookfield and Carney’s tran-
sition team have declined to clarify if he still
possesses these assets in his blind trust.

But with energy policy already playing a role
in the campaign, that question becomes more
pertinent. Last week, Carney made a show of
axing the consumer carbon tax, while yesterday
Poilievre pledged to eliminate the entire law,
which includes an industrial levy as well. Car-
ney did not go that far, and there are legitimate
questions as to whether he would personally
benefit from net-zero policies going forward.
If he lets that hang in the air, his motives will
be suspect. And you can be sure the Conserva-
tives will pursue the issue. They are desperate
to change the channel from Trump, and don’t
have tons to go on. Polls show that voters
trust Carney more than Poilievre to deal with
the US. president, and have the Tories falling
behind the Liberals for the first time in two
years. But the latter survey also found that 28
per cent of voters don’t know enough about
Carney to have an opinion, compared to 12 per
cent who don’t know Poilievre — leaving the
Tories room to cast doubt about his character.

Carney’s greatest asset is his business expe-
rience. If the Conservatives can undermine
that, his appeal dims considerably. But painting
him as “Just like Justin” will only work if the
comparison has a basis in fact. Carney needs to
be transparent with Canadians, or risk losing
control of the narrative.

Tasha Kheiriddin is Postmedia’s national politics
columnist.
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It's time to grow up
and fire monarchy

March 15 started with Justin
Trudeau resigning as prime
minister. “Thank you Canada
for trusting in me, for chal-
lenging me and for granting
me the privilege to serve the
best country and the best
people on earth.”

What a load of tripe. He was
a dictator.

Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney’s cabinet of 24 ministers,
down from 37 in his prede-
cessor’s cabinet, is a good
start.

Is it not time for Canada
to grow up? Rid itself of the
Royal Family, the spendthrift
Gov. Gen. Mary Simon and
the astronomical cost of
maintaining the many prop-
erties associated with the
monarchy across Canada.

Some have listed this
opportunity (no ongoing
costs plus sales of valuable
real estate) in the billions of
dollars.

John Bates, Calgary

Trump'’s global
threat is real

A rash of domestic and

international editorial
cartoons and commentaries
are speaking the truth about
U.S. President Donald Trump
that Congressional leaders
and members either don’t, or
won't, acknowledge.

I can only hope that both
houses of Congress begin to
realize, soon enough, that
their window of opportu-
nity to prevent him and his
subjugants/supplicants from
gutting their Constitution
with his Project 2025 — set-
ting the stage for an imperi-
alist, expansionist, American
autocracy and signalling
the beginning of the end of
American democracy — is
fast closing.

Everything that is hap-
pening in America now with
Trump’s use of “soft” eco-
nomic, non-kinetic means
has happened before in
Germany and Italy, where
two similarly expansionist,
megalomaniacal autocrats,
utilizing massive “hard” ki-
netic means, almost succeed-
ed in destroying democracy
and assimilating all of a free
and democratic Europe in the
early-to-mid 20th century.

Presently, Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin has

revived his form of “hard”
kinetic Russian imperialist
expansionism with his attack
on Ukraine.

It is time to learn what
citizens in Germany and Italy
realized too late in the 1930s.
Time to stop laughing about
it and begin doing something
about it.

Bob Mackan, Strathmore

History offers
lessons about U.S.

Re: Carney Begone, Opinion,
March 15

Conrad Black makes some
cogent comments about
Mark Carney’s suitability
for prime minister. But his
strident opinions are surely
compromised by Black’s fe-
alty to U.S. President Donald
Trump, itself a fascinating
denial of reality.

Trump is not Hitler, but
even Black might see the
chilling parallel between the
monsters that worshipped
Hitler and the forelock-tug-
ging, heel-clicking, oleag-
inous opportunists that
Trump has corralled for the
White House.

W. Selby Martin, Bracebridge,
Ont.

All energyisn’t
equal in trade war

Ontario Premier Doug Ford
is being hailed as a Canadian
hero for threatening to cut
off electricity exports to the
U.S., while Alberta Premier
Danielle Smith has drawn
harsh criticism for opposing
any disruptions to oil and gas
exports.

Here are some numbers
that may help explain the
differences between the two
approaches. Ontario’s elec-
tricity exports to the
U.S. bring in about $580 mil-
lion a year, about 0.0007 per
cent of Ontario’s GDP ($888
billion).

Alberta’s oil and gas exports
to the U.S. amount to about
$174 billion, about 49,5 per
cent of Alberta’s GDP ($351
billion).

These exports equate to
about $36 per Ontarian and
about $35,000 per Albertan,
respectively.

The impact of shutting off
electricity exports to the U.S.
would be rather insignificant
for Ontario, while the impact
for Alberta could be cata-
strophic.

Michael Collins, Calgary

The Great One forgot

By not wearing the right jersey,
Gretzky sent message he belongs to U.S.

CATHERINE FORD

It'’s not often — mostly never
— that one can see the full arc
of fame, fortune and celebrity
from the first spark to the last
sputter.

It’s a question of privilege —
and heartbreak — when that
happens. For me, it has now
encompassed Wayne Gretz-
ky. (There are inanimate
examples such as Olympic
Plaza and Eau Claire Market,
both of which I watched be
born and now die.)

As for Gretzky, it’'s not that
I am a committed hockey
fan — although there was one
minor league player in Lon-
don when I was working for
the London Free Press who,
ahem, caught my eye.

This, of course, had noth-
ing to do with hockey. We
focused on another sport
— pool. He was impressed

I owned my own pool cue; I
was impressed by his compe-
tence. The brief relationship
ended and he would go on
to be a professional and has
the distinction of being the
second most-traded player
in NHL history. He didn’t
improve my appreciation of
hockey, but he did improve
my bank shots.

Years later, in 1973 —
give or take a year — I was
working at a small daily
newspaper just outside
Toronto when the sports
editor stopped at my desk.
He was wide-eyed. He had
just returned from covering a
minor hockey tournament.

“I've just seen the future of
hockey,” he said. “There’s this
kid from Brantford. He’s 12
and he’s the youngest on his
team.” He paused to take a
breath. “And he’s outskating,
outplaying and outscoring
everyone else. His name is
Wayne Gretzky.”

The name meant nothing to
me then. That wouldn't last.

Gretzky would arrive in
Edmonton at 17 years old. He
would launch a dynasty that

his Canadian origins

drove those of us in Calgary
nuts.

At the time, a rare few could
have predicted this phenom-
enal player would rise to the
heights of the NHL, become a
celebrity, have a bronze stat-
ue erected in Edmonton and
eventually fall to the fates
when he cast his lot with the
MAGA movement and U.S.
President Donald Trump.

But we could have forgiv-
en him for this. All of us can
choose our own political
leanings.

We haven’t toppled Gretzky
off his throne because he sup-
ports Trump, even though he
has visited the president at
Mar-a-Lago or even because
Trump believes Gretzky
would make a great “gover-
nor” of Canada, the 51st state.

No, it was something worse;
he seemingly “forgot” his
original citizenship. He didn’t
remember, apparently, that
it was Canada and our game
that gave a teenager the
crown of hockey, national
honours and respect. He was
so much more than the face
of hockey. He was one of us.

Then came the 4 Nations
Face-Off final. Canada versus
United States. Doesn’t get
much better than this.

Onto the ice came the

honorary U.S. captain — Mike
Eruzione, captain of the 1980
Olympic team. It was called
the Miracle on Ice when the
U.S. won gold against the
Soviets.

For that game’s honours,
Eruzione wore the U.S. blue
jersey. Gretzky, who was
Canada’s honorary captain,
wore a blue suit. He stepped
onto the ice from near the
U.S. bench, not the Canadian
one, and gave the U.S. team a
thumbs-up. One sports col-
umnist said he failed to “read
the room.”

Gretzky failed to remember
who we were, how all Cana-
dians regard him as one of us,
even though he left Canada in
1988 when traded to the L.A.
Kings. At the time, Gretzky
wept, Edmonton wept; the
country sighed.

But something as silly as his
clothing — failing to wear a
red and white jersey — sends
a message to Canadians that
Gretzky is no longer one of
us, that he belongs to another
country.

All he had to do was wear
the colours; to be grateful for
the love Canada has shown
him since I first heard his
name more than 50 years ago.
Catherine Ford is a regular
columnist,
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All microwaves harbour bacteria, but of-
fice microwaves could be a bigger risk to
you health than ones at home. In a study
published in Frontiers in Microbiology,
researchers from University of Valencia
in Spain examined 30 microwaves from
residences, labs and shared spaces such

They found 101 bacterial strains. Com-
mon bacteria including Bacillus, Micro-
coccus and Staphylococcus were in all

RS

BEWARE THE OFFICE MICROWAVE

microwaves, and certain bacteria like
cyanobacteria (which can cause harm-
ful toxins) were more widespread in
shared microwaves — making cleaning
important.

“At home, you and your family are al-
ready sharing many bacteria,” food sci-
entist Bryan Quoc Le told Food & Wine.
“You can also more easily control the
cleanliness of your own home microwave
compared to one at work.” Melissa Hank
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AN INVITATION

Unlocking culinary similarities
that transcend cultural differences

LAURA BREHAUT

Sixteen years after Ozoz Sokoh
started writing her blog, Kitchen
Butterfly, she’s remains intrigued
by food.

“Every day, I still have lists
of things I want to make, cook,
eat, research. I'm grateful that
I found my thing — or many
things — but food is definitely at
the core of it,” she says from her
home in Mississauga, Ont.

Sokoh transitioned from a
career as a geologist to become
a food writer and educator. In
her debut cookbook, Chop Chop,
she documents the food ways
of her native Nigeria, delving
into the regions, the language
and lexicon, the cultural and
historical context. There are 100
classic recipes that highlight the
similarities across regions but
also the differences.

The book’s title carries multi-
ple meanings for Sokoh, a food
and tourism studies professor at
Centennial College in Toronto.,
On one side, there’s the phrase:
‘Come chop.’

“It’s an invitation to commu-
nity. It's an invitation to sharing.
It’s an invitation to abundance.”

On the other, excitement about
food is a hallmark of a “chop
chop,” which is what Nigerians
would call a gastronome.

“I really wanted to share this
depth of love. This desire to be
twinned with food. And not just
the eating of it, but the commu-
nity, the sharing, the history, the
language and all of that.”

In Chop Chop, Sokoh makes
connections, comparing
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swallows (unleavened cooked

doughs) to Nepali dhindo, Indian

ragi mudde and Czech houskove
knedliky, and bottom pot (the
layer of caramelized rice that
turns jollof into party jollof) to
Cambodian bay kdaing, Filipino

tutong, Persian tahdig and Span- "

ish socarrat.

“There are so many foodways
connections across different
cultures, whether through the
Black Atlantic and enslavement,”
says Sokoh, who is cataloguing
60-something elements to create
an atlas. “I think that a non-Ni-
gerian should be able to pick up

Chop Chop and find a bit of them-
selves there. It’s important for me :

that we all know how similar we
are despite our apparent differ-

itics, origin, heritage. Those little

to this point. I hope we're able to
see that for the gift it is.”

Recipes excerpted from Chop Chop
by Ozoz Sokoh (Appetite by Randem
House).

ALEWAR MADARA (MILK CANDY)

Makes: 25-30 candies

a 3 thsp (45 mL) unsalted butter,
at room temperature, or neutral
oil, plus more for greasing

s 1/4 cup (50 g) sugar

s 1tsp (5 mL) vanilla extract (see
note)

a 1/4 tsp (1 mL) fine sea salt

s 1/4 tsp (1 mL) liguid or gel food
colouring (optional)

s 3 cups (375 g) full-fat powdered
milk

1. Lightly grease a small rimmed
baking sheet with 1 tbsp (15 mL)
of the butter.

2. In a medium pot, combine

the remaining 2 thsp (30 mL)
butter, the sugar, vanilla, salt,
food colouring (if using) and

3/4 cup (180 mL) room-tempera-
ture water. Bring to a boil over
medium-high heat, stirring, until
the sugar has dissolved and the
mixture turns syrupy, about

7 minutes.

3. Reduce the heat to low. Evenly
sprinkle 2 cups (250 g) of the
powdered milk into the pot.
With a wooden spoon or sturdy
spatula, stir the mixture, adding
the remaining powdered milk 1/4
cup (about 32 g) at a time, until
it’s all incorporated and a soft
dough forms, pulls away from
the sides of the pan, and becomes
shiny, about 8 minutes.

4, Transfer the mixture to the
centre of the prepared baking
sheet. With a spatula or rolling
pin, evenly spread the dough toa

thickness of about 1/3 inch
(8.5 mm). Let cool completely.

5. Carefully grease a large, sharp
knife with butter and cut the can- :

dy into 25-30 squares, rectangles
or diamonds. Alternatively, cut it
into shapes using cookie cutters.
Put the milk candy in an airtight
container and refrigerate for an
hour to set before serving.

Storage: Store in the refrigerator
for up to 2 weeks or in the freezer
for up to 4 weeks.

Note: You can swap out the vanil-
la extract for strawberry, mint,
toffee or other flavourings.

.......
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“Simply known as ‘salad, this colourfu
: with sweet, tangy, pale yellow salad cream,” author Ozoz Sokoh writes. prOTOS: JAMES RANSOM

NIGERIAN SALAD

: Serves: 4

ences, whether in geography, pol-

. m 1 cup (100 g) shredded white or
threads have brought me comfort :
i m 1 cup (100 g) shredded carrots

. w 1cup (75 g) shredded romaine or

green cabbage

iceberg lettuce

= 1/2 cup (90 g) chopped firm

Roma (plum) tomatoes (seeded,
ifvou like), plus 1

thick (6-mm) slices

= 1/2 cup (65 g) chopped peeled

cucumber (seeded if you like),
plus 1/2 medium

. w Cucumber, cut into 1/4-inch-

thick (6-mm) slices (peeled and
seeded, if you like)

m 1/4 cup (30 g) diced green bell

pepper

m 1/4 cup (25 g) chopped scallions
. m Up to 3 thsp (45 mL) homemade

salad cream (see recipe), plus
more for serving

. CHAPMAN
. Serves: 4

m 4 0z (120 mL) black currant

cordial or syrup, such as Ribena,
plus more as needed

u About 24 oz (720 mL) orange

soda, such as Fanta orange,
chilled

u About 24 oz (720 mL) lem-

on-lime soda, such as Sprite,

chilled

: m Angostura bitters (see note)

. m Juice of 1 lemon

. m Juiceof 2 limes

. m 4 lemon slices, for garnish

: m 4 lime slices, for garnish

u 4 thin slices skin-on cucumber,

for garnish

1. Set out four beer mugs. Pour

: 2 tbsp (15 mL) of the black

i currant cordial into each glass.

i Add 3/4 cup (175 mL) each of

: the orange soda and lemon-lime
: soda to each glass, then sprinkle
: each with 3 or 4 drops of bitters.

= [
i o fEHEA, d
L 1 ¥ oy | 1 [T
i 3 i | -
f . o ] [ I
i 3 "_. i ' T, Pty g LA ‘llla ok R
| e . STRYE "
A ol D" oL P s i 5 1y ke o L e e il
. i Lo 4R AP e . i H.e et 0
o b 5 L Lt B LA L . ¥ - A1 i il
N (8 AR L - oin b R AR 1 i) i
= ¥ b ) = F =1 J”"".'I o s
J T e ¥ 1 | L
s 1 4 1 ¥ wH R 1 3"
. i, REsladp r e o iy - LT ST 1 AE B Sal
i ' | o F ' e e i s
¥ i B T i
1 L L L [ ] ¥ T i 1 F
= N el W T I - o gl Tk . 5 e
Tk e | MR - -
. > Lags ' g
R S R ] R S T 1 - P
: .I.'. 1 N i i * 'r-. i )
d
« N oft ) e G e L Jt .
;! i ¢ LK ! 1 L) ¥ =
o [N el e § , .‘,.‘:‘,- - ¥
2. NI f ..'1“'r It !
\ ;
" i S - . r i .' ] -
- | et | U] ] 3 I lrhR N s
§ |t | W ¥ 1
£ | e
- o e TR PRl
. iF h_: Krismel L | 13, e O ity p
« [ By = e | o
- B M e e i
I % ' i |
= I O e J
- =+ : (M5
: i d vameies 1L o
Tl [
) n P e 4 b
!
1 L | | - |
o 1 T ' 1 (!
" 3 & R 0 m a I
u ] r q H .-
. 3 3
- 1 d
H K] ',Il-' P |
u A R =il
. i 1 ¥
o L I
H et 3
. ered bl Il l.::
5
- ket } |
.
s i {
M
L] . - -
. ) 1
L] 4 N &
- ¥ "
H : f e
H " -

= 1/2 cup (125 g) canned vege-
tarian baked beans, preferably
Heinz Original brand

» 2 hard-boiled eggs, peeled and
cut into wedges or slices

1. In a shallow dish or platter,
combine the cabbage, carrots,
lettuce, chopped tomatoes,
chopped cucumber, bell pepper
and scallions. Drizzle 2-3 thsp
(30-45 mL) of the salad cream
over the top. With a spoon, com-
bine gently but thoroughly.

2. Spread coated vegetables into
an even layer over the dish and
spoon baked beans over the top.
Garnish with small piles of the
tomato slices, cucumber slices
and hard-boiled eggs. Cover and
refrigerate about an hour.

3. Serve with extra salad cream.

Storage: Leftovers can be refrig-
erated for up to 3 days.

PAGE A7

HOMEMADE SALAD CREAM

Makes: 1 cup (240 mL)

» 1tbsp (15 mL) white wine vin-
egar

= 1thsp (15 mL) confectioners’
sugar

= 1tsp (5mL) yellow or Dijon
mustard

s I cup (230 g) store-bought
mayonnaise

» Fine sea salt (optional)

a Evaporated milk (optional)

1. In a small bowl, whisk togeth-
er the vinegar, confectioners’
sugar and mustard until well
combined. Add the mayonnaise
and whisk until well blended.
Add salt and/or evaporated milk,
if desired. Use immediately or
refrigerate in airtight container
for up to 1 week.

| i S i e o i R e S o O o G o G e i

Stir, taste and add more cordial
if you like.

2. Distribute the lemon and lime
juices evenly among the glasses.
Add 3 or 4 ice cubes to each glass
and stir well.

3. Top each glass with a slice

of lemon, lime and cucumber.
Finish with straws and serve
immediately.

Notes: Some people consider this
drink alcoholic because Angostu-
ra bitters are 44 per cent alcohol
by volume. However, only a little
is used, and Chapman isn’t the
same without the complexity

of bitters. If you would like, use
non-alcoholic bitters instead, or
skip if you must.

Though garnishes today mostly
consist of cucumber and citrus,
historically one might have
encountered other fruits, like
candied cherries or sliced banan-
as, and herbs such as mint.
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Queen toreceive : cock and Canadian soprano and : Sunday at his home, hiswifeand : Tantoo Cardinal . and stories of under-represented
Polar Music Prize : conductor Barbara Hannigan : manager Connie Young an- : to receive award : communities. Cardinal, who is

Rock band Queen will receive the
2025 Polar Music Prize, reports
Billboard. The group will be
honoured May 27 in Stockholm,
during a ceremony attended by

Music Prize. Founded in 1989,

i the award recognizes significant

i achievements in music world-

: wide. Each Laureate receives one

i million Swedish Krona (about

porter. Young was a singer-song-
i writer and a founding member

i of The Youngbloods. The group

: is best known for covering the

: Chet Powers song Get Togeth-

Actress Tantoo Cardinal will

: receive the Equity in Entertain-
i ment Award, presented by The

: Hollywood Reporter Women

: in Entertainment Canada and

i career spanning more than five
: decades. Her film and TV credits

include Dances with Wolves,

: Killers of the Flower Moon,
: Blackstone, Moccasin Flats and

the Swedish Royal Family. “We  : C$142,000). . er, found on its 1967 self-titled i in partnership with the Indig- . North of 60. She’s been inducted
are highly and deeply honoured i debut album. The Youngbloods | enous Screen Office. Cardinal : into Canada’s Walk of Fame, isa
to be given the Polar Music Prize : Youngbloods : disbanded in 1972, and Young : will be honoured at an event : member of the Order of Canada
this year,” the three surviving . singer dies at 83 . subsequently released albums as : May 29 in Toronto. The Equity  : and has received the Governor

members of Queen — Brian May,
Roger Taylor and John Deacon —
said in a joint statement. Amer-
ican jazz musician Herbie Han-

Jesse Colin Young, frontman for
: 1960s group The Youngbloods,
: has died at age 83. Young died

. asolo artist. His songs include
i Four in the Morning, Sunlight
. and Quicksand.

. in Entertainment Award recog-
i nizes women in the Canadian
: entertainment industry who are
: working to amplify the voices

H COWARD'S

: General’s Award for Artistic
: Achievement, among other hon-
: ours. Additional award recipients

will be announced this spring.




FEATURES

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2025 CALGARY HERALD A9

GARFIELD

CORNERED

LOOSE PARTS

o HI2E PARYE NG & Fiage s Plevee mal,

BIG NATE

Dieiin D Do Erg & b wss Rdobd el St
M T DAV IS 219

WHY DPOES NATES
MESSY LOCKER
BOTHER ME 30
MUCH? 1IF HE WANTS
TO BE A SLOB,
WHY SHOULD I CARE?

Vislt bignate.com

T HAVE CONTROL
ISSUES! WHY CANT
I JUST MIND MY
OWN BUSINESS AND
LET HIM BE
HIMSELF?

PEANUTS

[ HAVE TO HURRY HOME
TODAY, SCHOOL,..WERE
GOING TO VISIT MY UNCLE

11 COLISEUM

I HAD AN
UNCLE WHO

WAsS A

I SHOULD MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TO
TALK ABOUT THIS
WITH MS. KIRBY.

A A A A

POLNSELOR

&

i

3 he

w
Cdermn. ol iy M reliem i Wy W pgedaar g e (RY

i EG Limawn Fems

WHEN THE
HOCKEY

MOVED [T

BRKOKE HI5
HEART

Skl F—

FRANCHISE

BABY BLUES

TUERES | | WiLL Yo
NOTUING 5LEEP
INVOUR || N WERe
CLOSET. || TONieuT,
GO BACK || JusT N
CASET

At

EIOTE, Ry ST o i PUT I Al M dEl. AeOuinoy - i7
AN
gl ’
I

PICKLES

WHAT WAS
IT LIKE
LIVING IN
THE PAST,

EVERYONE ADVRESSED
THEIR ELVERS A5 "SIK"
AND You COULD BLY A
NEW CAR FOR $600.

CRABGRASS

16 TIME FOR THE
NEXT Pose, RO%E.

L2025 UFS,inc

THERE WERENT MANY
PHONES, BUT T WAS
ALWAYS A LIVE FERSON

IM QFEN T0 ANY
SV6EESTIONS.

Distnputed by Andriws Mohlesi Syndication

HAHAHA! Yo, VINCE, COME OVER HERE AND
LISTEN To DANNY'S VOICE!. DANNY? WHERE

i b

i Q ponGIIEG

ot Skl

B

—rgm———
el %

OGBS UAS |y

[ 518 & Mixe Balcwin Diet [I}';' Andraws McMesl 2024 www.cornered.com

uju = |_

1ail gpm

ADAM@HOME

THIS NEW ENERGY DRINK
IS REALLY GOOD!

* In the dark days before doctor-patient
confidentiality.

(eta of the NEW LP bookl et this cartoen sivned & framed 1t LeoseParisCamic com
©a02 u.ﬁm*wmh.ut-mugmmwm

O, THATS TR
aeeP W - EBE:P y\’ .
= ee? | 0\ geep / [iRen
| : h

—_
»

TAKE IT EASY ON THOSE,
ADAM. YOU TEND T0 GO A
1T OVERBOARD.

WA 0 M S

|
i

NER
DRINK

E
D

/i

=1 -
-

L

iy

—

SACEE A el e

4-189 = A gadd i

7HERE ARE soME wHO B 7 mavBe 1 can Rog
éﬁffg ;{f Engﬂgffqrf f?ﬁ ;ﬂ’éﬁ fﬁ”fsﬂfﬂf, A | BANKS WITH & HAMMER,
RS A HAMMER.. LI T WOULPN'T

] TRY.
;
-
| -
E '
E ;
E‘ P,
j -
E =

YOU'D BE OK IF
WE KISSED AGAIN?

OH, JEEZ. NOW |\ cAReS?

(L4 WEAR IT FROM| "\
U | Treany. s o \ oERE S
BE 50 JUNIOR HiGH VLT

RS R ey SeaCaiy G R T

POOCH CAFE

”IF You TRAVELED ALL  \
1HE WAY FROM PLUTO, You
MUST BE STARVING. LETS

| GET You S0ME Foop. /|

1 EAT SOLARIZED WE'VE GOT THE M05T
PROTON PARTICLES. SIPER PELICIOlS FO0p
WELL. ENOLGH OF THAT. | RE GALAKY.
YOU'RE ON EARTH NOW. TN
AND HERE ON

EARTH WE LOVE
T0 EAT.

PLUTO ADCKET boow #3 IN STORES HOWI

CRANKSHAFT

ONE TIVE IN ELENMENTARY | . L "AND 1 CANE ACROSS AN ) |  THE IDEA THAT SOMEONE
SCHOOL, & TEACHER HAD | { ( ENTRY FOR JERR SIEGEL )3 |[FROM M AREA HAD CREATED
VE PUT THE ENCHCLOPEDIA S | TUATSADHELIVEDIN [ 2] SUPERMAN SUDDENLY MADE
BOOKS INTOPALPHABETICAL |£ | CLEVELANDWHENHE | 5|  THE INPOSSIBLE SEEM
ORDER... pr—r—agm— 3 =
) m T TR E '."' S E

PEA

b |

RLS BEFORE SWINE

4 | FEELALITTLE BAP

SOMETIMEST SEEHOW\ T | [ NO ONE ELse GETS ToSPEND | | WAIT'TILT )
MUCH TINE YOUSPEND | PO, |3| TIME WITH SOMEONE AS INTER- : | HEAR THE
BY YOURSELEAND T | T00. |11 ESTING ANDWITTYAS ME. ||\ MEANT /WITTY THING

< TSAYNEXT. /




L
Al0O WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2025 CALGARY HERALD ’: L A

Your (new) place for thoughtful puzzles. -

CALGARY HERALD / (Puzzmo

UNIVERSAL CROSSWORD
3

calgaryherald.com/puzzmo =

. 5 5 7 17 Versatile Individual by Emily Biegas and Sala Wanetick, edited by Taylor Johnson
. ' . H . ACROSS 48 Turn- (attractive 12 Green Genovese pasta
13 14 15 1 Taskon achore qualities) sauce
chart 49 Word after “coconut”or 14 Bringdown
5 Harley motorcycle, “olive” 18 Plant with fronds
17 slangily 50 Nutrition label stat 19 Easy gaits
8 Bit of food waste 51 Passionate 22 Grammy winner
0] 13 Oscar winner 53 Common recyclable Erykah
. - Tatum 55 Folks with several 24 Fatherly Smurf
15 ___-piece swimsuit professions ... and 27 Last Greek letter
24 25 16 Largest Greek an apt description 28 Canadian territory
island of the starred clues’ 29 Really bothered
26 o7 28 20 17 *One who wears answers? 33 Guacamole
. many hats, so to 58 Month before ingredient
i speak febrero 34 Garage sale caveat
30 31 20 Beer-making 59 Twosome 36 Abu Dhabi natives
business 60 Get out of bed 37 Benevolence
26 |37 21 Toddler 61 Nevada senator 38 Genesis console
- - . 22 Hon Jacky maker
23 Hosp. areas 62 __ _-cone 40 Electronic
39 24 Top 40 genre 63 (Over here!) instrument,
25 “Te_" (Spanish briefly
A2 43 45 for “I love you™) DOWN 42 Soup servers
. 26 *One who worksina 1 AG’s domain 43 “Yippee!”
- courtroom 2 Without restraint 44 White House
47 49 30 Regard as 3 Emitted, as staffer
31 Unexpected sports pheromones 45 “Broad City”
52 5% 54 loss 4 Give-and-___ creator and actress
- . . - - 32 Female cow part 5 Sounding sick, Glazer
34 Alias lead-in maybe 46 Lesswild
. 95 . S 35 Looks for 6 Sole 47 “We Don't Talk About
39 Painter’s primer 7 Hair goop " (“Encanto” song)
59 41 French friend 8 Moral qualms 52 Tobe, in French
42 *Noblewoman’s personal 9 Handhold for a rock 53 Twirled
assistant climber 54 Koi or goldfish
. . . 46 Not yet known, for 10 Sketch again 56 NFL measurements
short 11 Starting squad 57 Theater backdrop
& Q‘WD E?JEEI‘:‘E_ = | LAST WORD IN ASTROLOGY
&
HOW TO PLAY: All the worids listed below appear in the puzzle — hori- KE N HOROSCOPE FOR MARCH 19
EE:EE? Eﬁéﬂﬂﬁ s striks f off the ot The lefiover Tottare spell the 5 | p l}{cﬁ up knﬂwl-'-;dge and
* “RWORD. | skills that can help you
ALL KINDS OF ONIONS LTI e THE LOGIC PUZZLE THAT MAKES YOU SMARTER. ) il

do for yourself instead

Instructions: Each row and each col ain tl b iri ~
CULINARYEGARDT B | e e o e of hiring help. 5 stars
GHARVESTSAORUOAG nulmberﬁ wl'ithin the Iual-avil:i!r::rutlined boxes, called cages, must combine ( EP_. = :

'!_ISIEI'IEE tthe _g;.vftn uperau?‘n {utl' 53: 'l,r Eﬁ;}fgr}‘!ﬂ pinirg uce the mr’%fttllm mbers Oct. 22) Ach ipper atti-
AOQO 1 UAMEPI| CERUDN | tmetomee oo tude will draw attention
RTNVDELKCI PCNU I EASY and interest regarding
N D @ TEWHI TEEUEMRPRER your achievements. Let

harm lead th
| OR®NSSHDBOPHR RN ) i e
SGENOAAOORRUCEDO 35 BY EUGENIA LAST you feel can contribute
HRDACWLBLALOTGB I 55, HAPPY BIRTHDAY: and make your desires
COICAOAPWROSI RN 6X >t ;Eg Change is up to you. areality. Now is not
CEE Participation is your the time to waffle; it’s
| CERTKI|I EERKTSKARD 35: path to discovery, man-  the time to engage, get
WEDNOHZLTEARMLIIY 12X 83?2 aging your finances, things done and take a
£Y -% health and legal matters, bow:. 4 stars

DRTSZSANEERGERSC T;";j_% and implementing a bal- SCORPIO (Oct. 23-
NY |l AHWDALASLEE | ig“é ance between workand  Now. 21): Strut your stuff,
ALY RERITSYHREPAH® 3+ ?éi play. put your best foot for-
S UMMERVNOILLATC LS =2y ARIES (March 21- ward and make your ini-
— — T 285 April 19): Surround tiative known to those
12 AT S TG yICECELN Wvee wdrnCherwiOirgl G '-E_,,E

Bermuda, Braise, Chives, Cook, Culinary, Farm, Garnish,
Green, Grocery, Grow, Harvest, Hot Dog, Ingredient, Kitchen,
Maui, Nachos, Onion Rings, Papery, Pearl, Peel, Pickled,

CHALLENGING

yourself with people
who can pick up where
you lack. Knowing your

you need beside you.
A social or networking
event will give you the

ey Moy Tl R SR skills and applyingyour  platform to charm oth-
Summer, Taco, Torpedo, Vidalia, Water, Welsh, White time specifically to what ers into your sphere and
you are good at will recruit the best of the
120X show your ability to lead best to ensure you get
U N I V E R S A L the way and get things the desired results.
o done, no matter your 3 stars
situation. 3 stars SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
su d o ku P u zz I e . .. TAURUS (April 20- 22-Dec. 21): Emotions
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box 10+ May 20): Stay focused will be close to the sur-
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. .. . '. on finishing what you face. Stick to the truth,
start. The less interfer-  say what you think and
& A ence, the better;sitinan feel, and let your ges-
8 1 3 = isolated corner and do tures and actions lead
your thing. Make posi- the way to solidarity. It’s
9 4 6 8 5+ tive changes at home time to be upfront: Show
that will please someone where your loyalty lies,
9 6 2 .. . you love. 3 stars and take responsibility
GEMINI (May 21- for the opportunities
June 20): Live and learn. you desire. 3 stars
1 8 9 4 2 CELEBRITY CIPHER Research will help you CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
by Luis Campos decipher what’s best Jan. 19): Mix business
9 5 7 ot iter 11158 Lo e e oAl s praeni and help put youina with pleasure, and you'll
leadership position, gain ground. How you
5 2 7 8 9 S “BLJRB UROPZR LJF AJX FCGN PZ HLR Take charge, but refrain  make others feel will
";Zi FUEGU CZU LJF AJX BHCZU, GPNR: from making others feel determine who giyes
= deflated by your choices. back the most. A finan-
4 1 3 £ FLCH PB AJXE KJBHXER PZ GPOR?" You'll gain ground using cial gain or investment
E; T TT—— complimentary words to you make will put your
5 7 2 1 B entice others to pitchin  mind at ease and give
g | — and help. 3 stars you the confidence to
0 umbuigsepy Auay — o w 2amsod nok $1iBupa o) puBls
9 5 1 {Eu NOA MO PUB pUOM 3U] UL Y[EM NOA MOY SUNSP S80UST, [UOLN0S CANCER (JI.II'IE 21- pursue your dreams.
July 22): Apply your 4 stars

DIFFICULTY RATING: % % % ¥ vr

/7 LITTLE WORDS

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations
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TODAY’S SOLUTIONS:
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wisdom, experience
and understanding to
whatever you do, and
you'll gain respect and
admiration. Don’t fear
change; embrace new
beginnings, and enjoy
asking questions and
keeping up with all the

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): You know
the rules and have the
power to bring about
change. Put aplanin
place and share what
you want to do with
those who matter to
you. An opportunity

latest technology and to improve your sur-
CLUES SOLUTIONS help available. 5 stars roundings and lifestyle
1 tiny bit (8) LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): or physically move is

2 gave out (11)

3 Ken and Barbie (4)

4 fire remnant (5)

5 feeling effects from hot sun (6)
6 mobile props on Old West set (11)
7 ball hitter or waffle matter (6)

= 2025 Blue Ox Family Games, |nc., Dist, by Andrews Mcheel

Channel your mindset
to learning, updating
and engaging in rela-
tionships with plenty to
offer. Be a good listener,
figure out what'’s best
for you and rule out any
proposal that doesn’t fit

within reach. 2 stars
PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20): Take a break,
release yourself from
responsibilities and give
yourself a chance to
rejuvenate. The result
will boost your energy

your lifestyle or direc- levels, confidence and
I[s[s NEBER ol +lal Tel 7| tion. 2 stars productivity, making
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Y1a EaEE  RAIE 2 - pennies and rule out rewards you deserve.
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HAMAS
LEADERS
KILLED IN
STRIKES

NO MERCY

Surprise Israeli
attack shatters
ceasefire

The Israeli military con-
ducted “extensive” strikes
against Hamas targets in the
Gaza Strip overnight Mon-
day, shattering a ceasefire in
place since January.

The Israel Defense Forces
confirmed that Essam al-
Dalis, “the Hamas prime
minister and a senior gov-
ernment figure in the Gaza
Strip” was among several
senior terrorists killed in the
campaign.

IDF spokesperson Col.
Avichay Adraee issued an
urgent warning Tuesday to
residents of Gaza, urging
those in specific areas to
evacuate immediately as Is-
raeli forces intensified their
operations.

He called on civilians to :
relocate to designated shel- :
ters in western Gaza City and :
Khan Yunis for their safety, :
stressing that remaining in :
these areas would put their :

lives at risk.

More than 400 Palestin- :
ians were Killed in the over- :
night airstrikes, The Associ- :
ated Press reported, citing :

local Gazan health officials.

Israeli Prime Minister :
Benjamin Netanyahu con- :
vened a high-level security :
assessment on Tuesday at :
the Kirya military headquar- :
ters in Tel Aviv. The meeting :
included Defence Minister :
Israel Katz, IDF Chief of Staff :
Lt. Gen. Eyal Zamir, and sen-

1or security officials.

“It is time for the coun- :
tries of the world to take :
seriously our unwavering :
commitment to bring back :
all our hostages home and :
defeat the enemy,” said Is- :
raeli Ambassador to the :
United Nations Danny
Danon. “Nothing will stop :
us from fighting to free our :
hostages, who have been :
held in brutal Hamas cap- :
tivity for 527 days. We will :
show no mercy against our :
enemies while our hostages !
languish in Hamas terror :

tunnels.”
See GAZA on NP3

PRIME MINISTER MARK CARNEY GOT TESTY WITH
REPORTERS WHO PRESSED HIM ON HIS PRIVATE
ASSETS AND POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST,
SAYING HE FOLLOWED ALL THE RULES’AND THAT
THEY WERE ‘TRYING TO INVENT  NEW ONES. NP2
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An Israeli tank manoeuvres on the border with the northern Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, on Tuesday. The Israeli Defense Forces
has issued an urgent warning to Gaza residents to relocate to shelters as it intensifies its operations in the region.

[iberals sur
to lead In p %l

O

TyLER DAwsoN

ith an election call ex-

pected within days, a new

national poll shows the

Liberals leading the Con-
servatives by three points.

The National Post-Leger poll shows
that 42 per cent of Canadians now say
they plan to vote for Mark Carney’s Lib-
erals, while 39 per cent say they intend
to vote for Pierre Poilievre’s Conserva-
tives.

It’s the first time since early 2023 that
the Liberals are polling ahead of the
Conservatives, a stunning recovery for
the governing party.

Support for the party, in power since
2015, had plummeted over the last
yvear. The Conservatives held a signifi-

IN A‘'REMARKABLE
COMEBACK AND
WITH AN ELECTION
CALL IMMINENT,
PARTY HAS
PULLED AHEAD OF
CONSERVATIVES

cant lead, suggesting an election would
decimate the Liberals and result in a
Poilievre-led supermajority.

However, that now looks to be in
doubt. The recovery started with the re-

signation of Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau in early January, followed by the
election of Carney as Liberal leader, and
coupled with an upsurge in patriotism
1n the wake of annexation threats from
U.S. President Donald Trump.

“It’s the cherry on the sundae that was
started back in mid-Januarv,” said An-
drew Enns, executive vice-president of
Leger’s central Canada operations. “Itsa
remarkable comeback.”

The NDP, led by Jagmeet Singh, lan-
guishes in a distant third place, with just
nine per cent of Canadians planning to
vote for that party.

“That’s historically low,” said Enns.
That progressive vote is probably shift-
ing toward the Liberals, he said. “That’s
a powerful electoral juggernaut they
have going at the moment.”

See POLL on NP2

Carney to boost (anada's military footprint in the Arctic

AUSSIE PARTNERSHIP

KvLE DuccANnN

IQALUIT » Prime Minister
Mark Carney said Tuesday
that Ottawa will expand the
Canadian Armed Forces’
presence in the Arctic and
turn to Australia’s over-the-

horizon radar tech to mon-
itor threats from adversaries
such as China and Russia.

Carney also pledged $253
million in new funding for
Indigenous reconciliation in-
itiatives in the North.

They include $94 million
to upgrade power plants
in Nunavut and $20 million
for a hydroelectricity project
to help move northerners

off diesel.

Carney made the an-
nouncements during a short
stopover in Igaluit on the
return leg of his first official
trip abroad, during which
the prime minister met with
French President Emmanuel
Macron and British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer.

Carney is widely expected
to trigger an early election in

the coming weeks or days.

The Liberal party has
enjoyed a sharp rebound in
the polls in recent months,
driven by U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s frequent threats
against Canada’s economy
and sovereignty and Justin
Trudeau’s dramatic exit from
federal politics.

Carney is just days into the
job after winning the Liberal

leadership in a landslide a
little more than a week ago
and being sworn into office
on Friday.

Carney spoke with Aus-
tralia’s Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese Tuesday
morning about a new part-
nership on a long-range over-
the-horizon radar system.

Senior government offi-
cials who were not author-

ized to speak publicly said
ahead of Tuesday’s event that
Australia’s system is sophis-
ticated, will be ready sooner
than competing options and
is expected to win praise
within Norad.

The U.S. military supports
the decision to go with the
Australian system, an un-
named government official
told Bloomberg News.

The Trudeau government
announced the $6.9-billion
over-the-horizon radar pro-
ject about two vears ago.

The Canadian Press
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PM blasts
Trumps

Hlst state
comments

DISRESPECTFUL

Remarks from Canada’s
new prime minister about
Donald Trump’s “51st state”
comments are gaining no-
tice abroad, as he insists
such talk has to stop before
meaningful communication
between the two leaders can
begin.

Asked at a press confer-
ence in London on Monday
if he thought Canada’s allies
were stayving quiet on the
matter to avoid retribution
from America, Mark Car-
ney was adamant that it ul-
timately didn't matter what
others said.

“I don’t think one needs
to respond to every com-
ment about another coun-
trv,” he said, adding: “We can
stand up for ourselves. We've
called out those comments.
They're disrespectful, they're
not helpful, and they need to
stop before any conversation
about our broader partner-
ship with the United States.
But we're Canada; we don't
need other people to come to
our aid.”

On the matter of stalled
talks amid an ongoing trade
war between Canada and the
U.S., Carney said that was
also a matter of just the two
countries and nothing more.

“We take our own deci-
sions with respect to our bi-
lateral trade relationships
with the United States,” he
said.

“We're not tryving to or-
ganize a co-ordinated retali-
ation. Other countries will
take those decisions.”

He added: “There’s a ser-
1es of measures that have
maximum impact on the
United States and minimum
impact on Canada. Those
measures that we take might
have a different impact on
the U.K. and on France, 50 ...
we don't look for that form
of co-ordinated retaliation.
That'’s not helpful necessar-
ily to those countries (and)
1t’s not helpful to the overall
process.”

Carney said: “What we're
looking for with respect to
the United States is to have
a more comprehensive dis-
cussion of, and negotiation
of, our overall commercial
and security relationship.
And when the United States
1s ready to have that conver-
sation were more than ready
to sit down.”

Carney’s remarks were
widely reported in Canada,
but they also gained notice
among international media.
Reuters carried a story on
the press conference, as did
Britain’s Telegraph, which al-
so included quotes from that
country’s prime minister.

Keir Starmer met with
Carney in his Downing
Street residence and told
the Telegraph it was “fantas-
tic” to have him in Britain so
early in his tenure, and that
the relationship between
the two nations “has always
been strong.”

Starmer added: “Two
sovereign allies with so much
1In common, shared history,
shared values, shared King.”

American media picked
up on the comments as well,
with a story running in the
Wall Street Journal, and an-
other in the New York Times
that also talked up Carney’s
visit the same day to France.
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Prime Minister Mark Carney greets supporters Sunday at the Saint Patrick’s Day
Parade in Montreal, which was celebrating the event’s 200th vear.

(arney testy when pressed
on conflicts of interest

‘Look inside
yourself, he
chides reporter

CATHERINE LEVESQUE

OTTAWA « Prime Minister
Mark Carney became testy
when he was pressed by re-
porters about his private
assets and his potential con-
flicts of interest with a pos-
sible federal election cam-
paign only days away.

For the second time since
he was sworn in as prime
minister, Carney was asked
on Monday what assets were
put in his blind trust and
how he could serve in the
role without Canadians be-
ing aware of any conflicts of
interest he may have after his
extensive work in the private
sector.

Carney began by saying,
like he did the first time, that
he considers he went above
and bevond in complying
with federal ethics rules as
soon as he became Liberal
leader.

According to the Conflict
of Interest Act, a public office
holder has 120 days after the
day they were appointed to
divest their controlled assets,
either by selling them in an
arm’s-length transaction or
placing them in a blind trust.
Carney chose the latter.

“I follow the rules of the
ethics commissioner. I'm fol-
lowing them well in advance
of any of the requirements,
as you know,” he told a re-
porter. “You know that these
requirements come into ef-
fect in months. We're talking
days after I became prime
minister.

“So, I'm complving with
the rules of the ethics com-
missioner, going through the
processes and all these things
that are necessary,” he added.

The reporter pushed back,
noting that the rules indeed
say that those assets should
be publicly disclosed within
120 days, and that Canadians
are likely to find themselves
in an election in just a few
days with no clarity on Car-
ney’s potential conflicts of
interest.

“What possible conflicts
would you have?” shot back
Carney to the reporter. “I'm
complying with the rules. I'm
complyving with the rules in
advance,” he reiterated.

Another reporter inter-
jected to say that it is “very
difficult to believe” that there
1s no possible conflict of in-
terest given Carney’s exten-
sive work in the private sec-
tor.

“Look inside vourself” he
retorted. “You start from a
prior of conflict and 111 will.
I have served in the private
sector. I have stood up for
Canada. I have left my roles
in the private sector at a time
of crisis for our country. I'm
complying with all the rules.

“Your line of questioning
1s tryving to invent new rules.
I'm complying with rules
that the Parliament has laid
out ... and I will continue to
comply with those rules.”

The new prime minister
is facing intense scrutiny, in-
cluding from Bay Street, for
his work as Brookfield Asset
Management’s head of tran-
sition investing, where he fi-
nanced billions of dollars in
net-zero projects around the
world.

Despite repeated requests
last week, Brookfield Asset
Management and Carney’s
transition team have de-
clined to clarify if the new
prime minister still possess-
es any financial assets with
Brookfield in the blind trust.

As the co-manager of
these funds, Carney may be
entitled to tens of millions
in “carried interest,” which
are essentially bonuses once
the funds come to maturity.
Until recently, he has also
been part of more than 20
prestigious boards on the
international stage.

Bloomberg News reported
on Tuesday that Carney held
stock options in Brookfield
that were worth $6.8 million
at the end of December, but
the investment manager’s
annual 10-K filing offers
little information about how
much it paid him.

Carney held options on
409,300 shares at the end of
2024 with an average strike
price of $37.54, Brookfield
said in its annual disclosure.
The former central banker
was chair of the firm until
Jan. 16, when he resigned to
run for the Liberal leader-
ship.

Brookfield’s regulatory
filing says that three direc-
tors — Carney and longtime
executives Sam Pollock and
Cyrus Madon — received a
combined amount of $7.5
million in salaries and cash
bonuses, plus a small retire-

ment savings contribution,
as employvees of the com-
pany. But it doesn’t break
out how much each man was
given.

The unexercised stock op-
tions have long expiry dates,
in 2033 and 2034. The filing
didn’t say whether Carney
had to give them up when
he left the firm to enter pol-
itics, and there’s nothing on
Canada’s insider-disclosure
system to indicate that he
exercised any of them in the
first half of January before
exiting the company.

Spokespeople for Brook-
field and the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office didn’t respond to
a request for comment.

The options, if he still
holds them, would be worth
less today than on Dec. 31, as
Brookfield’s share price has
fallen more than 11 per cent
this vear.

The Office of the Conflict
of Interest and Ethics Com-
missioner has already been
in contact with Carney’s
team about his assets but
cannot go into the details of
what was discussed.

Spokesperson Michael
Wrobel said the compliance
process must be complet-
ed within 120 days of Car-
ney's appointment as prime
minister. At the end of that
period, a summary of his
personal and financial infor-
mation will be published in
the public registry, but the
summary may be published
sooner if the process is com-
pleted faster than that.

According to the Act, Car-
ney should recuse himself
from “any discussion, deci-
slon, debate or vote on any
matter in respect of which
he ... would be in a conflict of
interest.”

The Conservatives have
been calling on Carney to sell
or forfeit his assets, includ-
ing the carried interest he
may be entitled to, if he truly
wants to avoid any conflicts
of interest.

“If he has nothing to hide,
then it’s very easy for him
to come forward today and
to disclose to Canadians, to
finally answer media’s ques-
tions about what his finan-
cial interests are and what
those conflicts of interests
are, because that’s what Can-
adians expect,” said Conserv-
ative MP Michael Barrett on
Sunday.

National Post, with files from
Bloomberg News
calevesque@ postmedia.com

Support for NDP crumbling
across all demographics

POLL

Continued from NP1

The Bloec Québécois has
five per cent support.

The polling also found that
Poilievre has a net unfavour-
able rating among Can-
adians: 49 per cent say they
have an unfavourable view
of the Conservative leader,
compared to 39 per cent who
view the MP for Carleton fa-
vourably. In contrast, Carney,
who served as governor of the
Bank of Canada during the
2008 financial crisis, has a 46
per cent favourability rating;
just 28 per cent say they have
an unfavourable view.

However, there’s a wild
card: 28 per cent say they
don’t know enough about
Carney to have an opinion,
compared to just 12 per cent
who say that about Poilievre,
suggesting that an effective
campaign to define Carney
to Canadians — either by the
Conservatives or the Liberals
— could start to shift Carney’s
ratings.

“There’s a bit of caution-
ary information,” said Enns.
“I'm sure vou talk to political
strategists, they’ll also say
that there’s risk there, that
with that unpainted canvas,
just be careful who gets hold
of the paintbrush because
they start filling it in the way
they want to, that can be-
come a bit of a problem.”

Carney is also widely
viewed as best-positioned to
navigate the challenges fa-
cing Canada. Forty-five per
cent say Carney is best-suited
to grow Canada’s economy,
compared to 31 per cent for
Poilievre. Forty-two per cent
say Carney is the best person
to manage Trump, compared
to 29 per cent for Poilievre.
Carney is also widely fa-
voured over Poilievre (40 per
cent versus 13 per cent) on
climate change.

However, voters are
slightly more skeptical of
Carney, when it comes to
making life more affordable.
Only 37 per cent say he’s
best positioned compared
to the 32 per cent who feel
Poilievre’s best-suited for
that task. Poilievre also leads
Carney on reducing gov-
ernment spending (36 per
cent versus 32 per cent) and
on growing the Canadian
Armed Forces (33 per cent
versus 26 per cent).

Atlantic Canada is the on-
ly region where the Liberals
have secured a majority of
decided voters: 51 per cent of
Atlantic Canadians say they’ll
vote for Carney’s team, com-
pared to 32 per cent who say
they’ll vote Conservative. Ten
per cent of people in the At-
lantic provinces say they plan
to vote NDP.

In Quebec, Poilievre’s Con-
servatives, with 23 per cent
support, are in third place,
trailing the Liberals (40 per
cent) and the Bloc Québécois
(24 per cent). The NDP log
just six per cent of decided
voters in Quebec.

Enns described the Lib-
eral growth in Quebec as
“astronomical”

“l can’t remember the
last time they were 40 per
cent in Quebec, and that’s
largely at the expense of the
Bloc Québécois,” Enns said.
(The Conservatives haven't
declined much in Quebec —
they hover traditionally just
shy of 25 per cent support.)

In seat-rich Ontario, Leger
finds the Liberals have 44
per cent support, a two-point
lead over the Conservatives,
with the NDP landing at
nine per cent support.

It’s only in the Prairie
Provinces where the Conserv-
atives maintain command-
ing leads. In Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, 52 per cent of
voters say they'll cast a ballot
for the Conservatives, com-
pared to 40 per cent who say

they'll vote Liberal. The New
Democrats, despite having
an NDP provincial govern-
ment in Manitoba, are in dire
straits in Manitoba and Sas-
katchewan, with just five per
cent support.

In Alberta, the Liberals
have 31 per cent support,
compared to 55 per cent sup-
port for the Conservatives
and 11 per cent for the New
Democrats.

In British Columbia,
which recently saw a close
provincial election between
the New Democrats and the
upstart B.C. Conservatives,
the Liberals maintain a nine-
point lead, with 46 per cent
support, compared to 37 per
cent for the Conservatives.
Only 13 per cent of British
Columbians intend to vote
for Singh’s party.

“They've (the Liberals)
really chewed away at that
NDP vote in British Colum-
bia,” said Enns.

The Conservatives still re-
tain a lead among Canadian
men: Forty-three per cent
of men say they’ll vote Con-
servative, compared to 40
per cent who say they’ll vote
Liberal. Among women, 45
per cent say they'll vote Lib-
eral compared to 34 per cent
who say they plan to vote
Conservative.

For more than a vyear,
one of the dominant story-
lines from Canadian polling
has been the growing Con-
servative support among
young Canadians, who've
been especially affected by
cost-of-living increases and
diminishing hopes for home
ownership. In September
2024, a Leger poll showed
that among 18 to 34 vear
olds, 47 per cent planned
to vote Conservative, com-
pared to just 14 per cent who
planned to vote Liberal.

That gap has vanished.

[CAN'T
REMEMBER
THE LAST TIME
(LIBERALS)
WERE 40% IN
QUEBEC.

The Liberals and Conserva-
tives are now neck-and-neck
at 38 per cent support. The
only age group in which the
Conservatives retain a lead
is those aged 35 to 54, with
43 per cent planning to vote
Conservative compared to
37 per cent who plan to vote
Liberal. (In October 2024, 45
per cent planned to vote Con-
servative while 21 per cent
planned to vote Liberal.)

Among those aged 55 and
older, 49 per cent plan to vote
Liberal compared to 35 per
cent who plan to vote Con-
servative.

At least part of the story
here is a collapse in support
across demographics for
the NDP. Back in October,
23 per cent of those aged
18 to 34 were going to vote
NDP, along with 18 per cent
of those aged 35 to 54 and
12 per cent of those aged 55
and older. NDP support has
collapsed to 11 per cent, 10
per cent and six per cent re-
spectively.

The polling was done
between March 14 and 16,
among 1,568 respondents to
an online survey. The results
have been weighted accord-
ing to age, gender, mother
tongue, region, education
and presence of children in
the household in order to en-
sure a representative sample
of the Canadian population.
A probability sample of this
size would vield a margin of
error no greater than plus or
minus 2.47 per cent.

National Post
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Einav Zangauker, forefront, the mother of hostage Matan Zangauker, and supporters hang photos of hostages on the
border fence with the Gaza Strip on Tuesday to protest Israel’s decision to renew the military operation.

Hostage families fear for fate of loved ones

GAZA
Continued from NPI

An Israeli official “claimed
that in recent days during
the ceasefire Hamas has
been preparing to carry out
new attacks against Israel
and has taken steps to re-
arm,” Axios reported. “The
official said the IDF kept the
operational plan top secret
and within a relatively small
circle in order to surprise
Hamas.”

The IDF is “attacking tar-
gets of the Hamas terrorist
organization throughout
the Gaza Strip in order to
achieve the objectives of the

mined by the political ech-
elon including the release
of all of our hostages, the
living and the deceased,” a
statement from Netanyahu's
office said. “Israel will, from
now on, act against Hamas
with increasing military
strength.”

White House Press sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt told
Fox News that Jerusalem had
consulted the Tromp admin-
istration before launching
the operation Monday night,
which the Israeli military
named “Strength and Sword.”

U.S. President Donald
Trump “has made it clear:
Hamas, the Houthis, Iran, all
those who seek to terrorize

United States of America will
see a price to pay. All hell will
break loose,” Leavitt said.

All of “the terrorists in the
Middle East” should take
Trump “very seriously when
he says he is not afraid to
stand for law-abiding people
... and our friend and our ally
Israel,” she added.

The attack during the
Muslim heoly month of
Ramadan could signal the
full resumption of the war,
which began when Hamas
terrorists invaded southern
Israel on Oct. 7, 2023 and
killed 1,200 people and took
250 hostage. It also raised
concerns about the fate of
the remaining two dozen

are believed to still be alive.

The renewal of the cam-
paign against Hamas, which
receives support from Iran,
came as the U.S. and Is-
rael stepped up attacks this
week across the region. The
U.S. launched deadly strikes
against Iran-allied rebels in
Yemen, while Israel has tar-
geted Iran-backed militants
in Lebanon and Syria.

The main group repre-
senting families of the hos-
tages accused the govern-
ment of backing out of the
ceasefire. “We are shocked,
angry and terrified by the
deliberate dismantling of the
process to return our loved
ones from the terrible captiv-
ity of Hamas,” the Hostages
and Missing Families Forum
said.

Jewish News Syndicate, with

attacks on
assets but

said.

CALL WITHTRUMP

Agrees to begin
ceasefire ‘talks,
with conditions

GREG SULLIVAN
AND IAainy MARLOW

Bussian President Vladimir

Putin committed in a phone
call with U.S. President Don-

ald Trump to limit Russian

Ukrainian energy
declined to agree

to a broader 30-day ceasefire
as the U.S. had sought.

gotiations on a “maritime
ceasefire in the Black Sea,
full ceasefire and permanent

Middle East, the White House

The Kremlin’s account of
the call said Putin imposed
several conditions for a last-
ing ceasefire, including sus-
pension of arms and intelli-

Putin agrees to curb
attacks, but wont
commit to truce

Ukraine must also stop mo-
bilizing new recruits, it said.

“The key condition for pre-
venting the escalation of the
conflict and working toward
its resolution through polit-
ical and diplomatic means
should be the complete ces-
sation of foreign military as-
sistance and the provision of
intelligence information to
Kyiv,” the Kremlin said.

The Russian demands
will force a tough choice on
Trump, who had called for
an immediate halt to the
fighting for 30 dayvs before
working out details of a long-
er-term agreement.

The Kremlin added that
Putin told Trump Russia
was ready to guarantee that

Putin and Trump agreed to Ukrainian soldiers blocked
“an energy and infrastructure in Russia’s Kursk region will
ceasefire” and to begin ne- save their lives and be treated

in line with international law
if they surrender. It said Putin
also responded constructively

peace,” the White House said to Trump’s proposal to ensure
in a statement after the two safe shipping in the Black Sea,
spoke by phone for more than and the two leaders agreed to
90 minutes. The talks will start talks to discuss details of
begin “immediately” in the the agreement.

Recent comments by
Trump have prompted fears
that the U.S. may be willing
to sacrifice Kyiv's interests as
part of a push for a deal.

Bloomberg,
with additional reporting from

war as they have been deter- not just Israel but also the hostages held by Hamas who  files from The Associated Press | gence support for Ukraine. The Associated Press
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THERE’S STILL THIS TENSION (IN OBSERVATIONAL COSMOLOGY). ...
WE THINK WE KNOW HOW (THE) UNIVERSE EXPANDS AND EVOLVES,
BUT MAYBE WE'RE A LITTLE BIT WRONG. —ADAM HINCKS,

COSMOLOGISTAT THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

JoserH BREAN

he Canadian-built

Atacama Cosmology

Telescope in the high
Chilean desert mountains,
which has just given up its
final batch of data from
looking into the heavens for
the lingering glow of the Big
Bang, was built in 2006 near
Vancouver by a company
that also makes roller-coast-
ers.

That is no mere coinci-
dence. Amusement park
rides present similar en-
gineering problems as big
telescopes: extraordinarily
precise motors that move
smoothly through their mo-
tions, rigorous data collec-
tion, and lots of regulatory
and managerial hoops to
jump through.

So when he travelled to
Port Coquitlam, B.C., to help
assemble this six-metre tele-
scope for a 2006 trial run be-
fore the container ship jour-
ney to South America, Adam
Hincks, a University of To-
ronto cosmologist who 1s al-
so a Jesuit priest, had a peek
into the workshop and spied
a theme park ride under
construction. He doesn’t
remember which one, but
a look through Dyvnamic
Structures’ projects (former-
lv AMEC) suggests it might
have been something for Dis-
ney or Universal Studios.

Worlds collide like that
in frontier cosmology. ACT
llustrates this better than
most science projects. It
brought an international
team together up where the
air is thin on the Andean
cordillera, near the Bolivian
border, in a landscape of salt
lakes, flamingos, gevsers and
abandoned sulphur mines,
sparsely populated by curi-
ous creatures such as the
vicuna, a type of wild camel.
It’s the perfect place to look
so far up vou look back in
time.

On Tuesday, a set of pa-
pers based on the sixth and
final data release from ACT
i1s to be presented at the
American Physical Society
meeting in Anaheim, Calif.
The papers represent the
final reports from a science
experiment that aimed to
look farther than any tele-
scope had before, indeed as
far as physically possible.

When it took first light
in 2007, ACT was observing
electromagnetic waves that
had literally been travelling
through space since the ori-
gin of the universe, 14 billion
years ago, give or take. The
trajectory of each photon
ACT has detected over the
past two decades extends
back from this telescope on
the slopes of the Cerro Toco
volcano all the way to the
newborn universe after the
Big Bang, more specifically
to the first high-frequency
microwaves that were emit-
ted when the universe, at
about 380,000 years old,
cooled from a hot plasma in-
to gas, on its way to becom-
ing the cold vastness we see
today, punctuated here and
there with stars, black holes,
dust clouds, dark matter,
and a few comparatively tiny
planets.

ACT’s mission was to
map this Cosmic Micro-
wave Background (CMB),
this glow that represents
the first cooling of that pri-
mordial plasma into hot gas,
when the first light that ever

SCIENCE

A final gaze Into cosmos
for telescope built in B.C.

EXPERIMENT THAT AIMED TO LOOK FARTHER THAN EVER DELIVERS I'TS LAST DATA

e
DEBRA KELLNER FILES

The Atacama Cosmology Telescope was built in 2006 near Vancouver by a company that also makes roller-coasters.
It has been delivering data about the cosmos from its location in the Chilean desert mountains since 2007.

shined radiated through this
new universe from matter
that would later collapse
under gravity into the first
stars.

At that time, 380,000
vears after the Big Bang,
the matter in the universe
went through this phase
shift “pretty quickly,” from
electrically charged plasma
to electrically neutral gas,
Hincks said in an interview.
“It’s at that moment, during
that transition, that light
gets liberated ... Now vou can
see vast distances.”

ACT succeeded in its mis-
sion to map this radiation,
both its temperature and
now also its polarization.
Hincks calls the project a
“resounding success” with
more than 100 published pa-
pers.

It also allowed the col-
laboration to make a proxy
map of dark matter across
a quarter of the sky, a tricky
project because dark matter
is in principle invisible. It
can be detected, however, by
studying how the CMB has
been distorted in its journey
across the universe by the
gravity that dark matter ex-
erts.

The experiment also
offered one side of what
Hincks calls a fundamental
“tension” In observational
cosmology. It's about how
fast the universe is expand-
ing, known as the Hubble
constant.

One way to measure this
1s by looking at supernovae,
star explosions, which are
well understood in terms of
how their light should ap-
pear, so the measure of how
much that light is shifted to
the red end of the spectrum
1s a direct measurement of
how fast a supernova is re-
ceding from Earth.

Distant galaxies are not
just far away. They are re-
ceding from ours and from
each other, the farther away
the faster, like raisins in a

Crark Motter
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ACT COLLABORATION

When it took first light in 2007, the Atacama Cosmology Telescope was observing elec-
tromagnetic waves that had been travelling through space since the universe’s origin.

rising cake. Their light waves
that reach Earth are there-
fore shifted to red, sort of
stretched into longer wave-
lengths, on the same princi-
ple as the Doppler effect in
sound waves, which makes a
siren sound high-pitched as
it approaches and lower af-
ter it passes.

Another way to measure
the universe’s expansion
speed is by looking at rip-
ples in the CMB. Trouble is
vou get different answers.
Not a lot, but given how pre-
cise the measurements are,
the two observed speeds are
“very inconsistent,” Hincks
said.

“So there’s still this ten-
sion,” Hincks said. “It could
be there’s a source of error
that is not understood in
either or both techniques.
Or it could be that there is
something fundamental
about the universe that we
don’t understand ... We think
we know how (the) uni-
verse expands and evolves,
but maybe we're a little bit
wrong.”

This telescope collabor-
ation “changed the game
for small scale CMB sci-
ence,” sald Renée Hlozek,
a theoretical cosmologist
and associate professor at

the University of Toronto’s
Dunlap Institute for Astron-
omy and Astrophysics, who
joined ACT in 2008, and has
worked on its projects to
clarify and confirm existing
theories, in what she called
friendly competition with
the South Pole Telescope,
in a similarly high, dry, cold
place.

They did all this, Hlozek
sald, against the steep chal-
lenge of being on the ground.

The best way to observe
the CMB is in space. On
Earth, vou have no choice
but to look through the
atmosphere, which is full
of water vapour. This ab-
sorbs the very light they
are looking for, and it also
emits microwave radiation
of its own that blurs and
distorts the image. Some of
that interference can be cor-
rected with sophisticated an-
alysis. Some cannot.

There are other problems.
The best time to look is at
night. You can detect micro-
waves in the daytime, but the
heat of the sun tends to dis-
tort the mirrors, so the data
are usable but not as good as
at night.

But a ground based tele-
scope also has advantages
over space-based competi-

tors, such as the European
Space Agency’s Planck and
NASA's WMAP.

The main advantage is the
ability to constantly upgrade
the kit, HlozZek said. For
example, the detector and
camera were changed three
times throughout ACT’s
operational life, before it was
decommissioned in 2022.

To see this Cosmic Micro-
wave Background radiation,
the telescope’s detectors
must be cooled with liquid
helinum and vacuum tech-
niques to hundreds of milli-
kelvins, almost impossibly
cold, because the radiation
they are measuring is so cold
to begin with. Some of the
key engineering advances
have been in refrigeration,
Hlozek said.

And the detectors them-
selves are revolutionary,
Hlozek said. They are called
fransition edge sensors,
guantum devices that are
kept close to superconduct-
ing temperatures so that
when a photon from the
CMB hits a detector, it caus-
es a big change in its super-
conductivity. That gets re-
corded and stored to build
up a map of that radiation
across much of the sky, ex-
cept for example in the part

of the sky that's obscured
by the bright Milky Way, or
the part on the other side of
Earth that a ground-based
telescope cannot see.

In the early days, data
would be collected on-site in
hard drives, stowed in carry-
on luggage, and brought by
staff directly to specially de-
signed supercomputers in
Toronto for analysis. Lately,
their internet connectivity
got better so the data travel
separately.

“One of the things we are
afforded by such exquisite
data is the ability to stress-
test the model,” Hlozek said.

She means the theoretical
model of how the universe
expanded out from a single
point of infinite density and
temperature, and continues
to expand today. This model
i1s called Lambda-CDM, for
the Greek letter lambda that
represents a cosmological
constant to account for the
universe’s expansion driv-
en by dark energy, plus the
abbreviation CDM for “cold
dark matter.”

It’s not the only mod-
el, but it is holding up well
under ACT’s observations.

A press release says the
“Atacama Cosmology Tele-
scope collaboration has put
the standard model of cos-
mology through a rigorous
new set of tests and show it
to be remarkably robust. The
new images of the early uni-
verse, which show both the
intensity and polarization
of the earliest light with un-
precedented clarity, reveal
the formation of ancient,
consolidating clouds of hy-
drogen and helium that later
developed into the first gal-
axies and stars.”

One of the new papers is
on the CMB maps and how
they were made. Another is
on how observations relate
to Lambda-CDM. Hlozek
contributed to a third paper
on the theme “bevond the
Lambda-CDM model,” and
said after testing a range
of other possible models,
the “scary exciting thing we
find” is that Lambda-CDM is
actually a “good fit.”

“The data is consistent
with our simple picture,” she
said. The “puzzle” is why it
seems so simple even as the
data get ever more precise.

“It’s beautiful that the uni-
verse has a consistent pic-
ture,” she said. But it’s also
challenging.

Hincks said he is likewise
struck by this powerful evi-
dence that the universe in its
early stages was “elegantly
simple.”

“And then to think out
of that elegant simplicity
400,000 years after the
Big Bang that we have this
beautiful richness, in today’s
universe, that this richness
emerged out of this very
simple starting point that
we can describe remarkably
well,” he said.

He said it brought to mind
Albert Einstein’s saying that
the fact the universe is com-
prehensible at all is a miracle.

Hlozek sees the final
data release from ACT as
not quite an ending but the
passing of a baton to other
experiments, such as the Si-
mons Observatory that is
in place nearby and partly
functioning with multiple
telescopes, so more like the
“dusk of one and the dawn of
another.”
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DAVIES, Rita

The family of Rita Louise Davies is
saddened to share that she passed
peacefully on March 12, 2025, at the
age of 77 years. Her deeply devoted
and loving husband never left her
side. Fifty-eight beautiful years were
spent with her husband, Daniel
Davies, who together welcomed their
two children, Michael (Melissa) and
Sara, and later five grandchildren;
Corban, Keegan, Timothy, Lane and
Jude.

Rita practiced nursing all throughout
Canada as she followed Dan's
military career before becoming a
mother. Her children became her
greatest joy, and she devoted herself
to them from that point forward. Her
family was the most important part of
her life, and she spent countless
hours supporting them. She loved
her friends like family, and they were
the only ones lucky enough to see
her wild side. Her most treasured
friendships spanned decades, and
distance was never an obstacle to
bring them together.

Rita also loved adventures and
travelling the world, it would be
easier to note the places she hadn't
been than those she had enjoyed.
Her favorite place was always at
home. Before retiring to build their
dream home, she truly enjoyed living
on the farm watching the delight it
brought her family and friends. No
one ever left her home with an empty
heart or a hungry stomach. Only ever
speaking the unfiltered truth and
what was on her mind is what
everyone loved about her. She will
be greatly missed.

Following a private graveside burial,
the family invites those who knew
and loved her to a come-and-go
celebration of her life at Dan and
Rita's residence from 1:00 - 4:00
p.m. on Saturday, March 22, 2025.
To leave a message of condolence
you may visit:

ww.pattisnnfu neralhome.com.

Arrangements are by the Pattison
Funeral Home and Crematorium 540
South Railway St. SE, Medicine Hat
T1A 2V6. Please call 1-866-526-
2214 for further information.

FITZPATRICK, Dorothie

'Anne’
Sep 3, 1936 - Mar 13, 2025

Anne Fitzpatrick passed away on
Thursday, March 13, 2025. The
family is preparing the official
obituary, to be posted with Mclnnis &
Holloway soon. Subscribe to Anne's
obituary page at www.MHFH.com to
receive updates when the full
obituary and event information are
available.

»Mcinnis & Holloway
/3 403-243-8200

kil

MAIER, Edmund
January 15, 1929 - March 6, 2025

It is with deep sadness that the
family of Edmund Maier announce
his death on Thursday, March 6,
2025. Born and baptized in the
Ukraine, he emigrated to Canada
from Germany in 1950, having
suffered great misfortune after the
war. He married Felicitas in 1954;
son, Harry was born in 1959. In
1960, he and Felicitas bought their
first hotel in Manville, Alberta. They
moved to Calgary in 1966 where
Edmund owned and managed three
hotels successively - the Royal
Hotel, The Town and Country Inn,
and the Crowchild Inn, where he
inspired people with an amazing
business sense, faimess, and
dedication. Faithful Christian,
husband, father, grandfather, uncle,
friend, and neighbour. Edmund was
compassionate and generous,
known for his strong work ethic, good
humour, outgoing character, and for
lending a helping hand whenever he
could. Edmund will be lovingly
remembered by his son, Harry,
grandsons, Kristoff, Stefan. and
Lukas; sister, Elsie; brother, Hans
(Barb); sister-in-law, Jessie; and
many nephews and nieces. He was
predeceased by his wife, Felicitas
and brother, Felix. A Visitation will be
held on Friday, March 21, 2025, from
6:00 p.m. — 800 p.m. at Choice
Memorial (105, 4715 — 13 Street NE,
Calgary, AB). A Funeral Service will
take place on Saturday, March 22,
2025, at 11:00 am. at Hope
Lutheran Church (3527 Boulton Rd
NW, Calgary, AB). In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations in
Edmund's memory to the Community
Kitchen Program of Calgary. The
family thanks the Manor Village at
Varsity staff for their amazing care.
“Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant
with thy saints where sorrow and
pain are no more; neither sighing but
life everlasting.” To view and share
photos, condolences and memories
of Edmund with the family, please
visit www.choicememorial.com.

“When you speak of her, speak
not with tears, for thoughts of her
should not be sad. Let memories
of the times you shared give

you comfort, for her life was rich
because of you.”
-Author Unknown

Otto
Apr 29, 1932 - Mar 14, 2025

Anton "Tony" Oftto Mayer passed
away on Friday, March 14, 2025. The
family is preparing the official
obituary, to be posted with Mclnnis &
Holloway soon. Subscribe to
Anthony's  obituary page at
www.MHFH.com to receive updates

when the full obituary and event
information are available.

. Mclnnis & Holloway
/' 403-243-8200

Aug 7,1937 - Mar 12, 2025
Ed peacefully passed away at the age
of 87 holding hands with his loving wife
of 65 years Jennie on March 12, 2025.
He is survived by his wife Jennie,
daughter Valerie (Mark), sons Danny

(Grace) and Gary (Lisa), grand-
daughters Amber and Tianna (Mike),
great grandson Chase, his sister Gail,
as well as many nieces and nephews.
He lived a full and active life and was an
advocate for health and fitness. He
dedicated his life to the Altadore
Gymnastics Club and mentored many
athletes for over 50 years.

Ed was a cadet in the reserves and a life
long member of the Canadian Legion.
Before retiring, Ed's career spanned 35
years in telecommunications at AGT/
Telus.

After their retirement, Ed and Jennie
could be found dancing at the Legion.
They also enjoyed many adventures
including numerous cruises and
holidays dancing their way around the
world.

Ed will be fondly remembered by those
who knew him because of his positive,
enthusiastic and encouraging attitude.
He was loved and respected beyond
measure and will be deeply missed.

A service will be announced through the
Eden Brook Funeral Home & Cemetery
in Calgary, Alberta.
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OR A CANDIDATE?

Visit working.calgaryherald.com

(7 WORKING.con CALGARY HERALD

Customer Service

CALGARY HERALD
CALGARY SUN

NEWSPAPER
CARRIERS
NEEDED

ACADIA, CANYON MEADOWS;
GLAMORGAN; DOUGLASDALE,;
MIDNAPORE; OGDEN; CEDARBRAE;
RIVERBEND; DOUGLASDALE;
STRATHCONA; SOUTHWOOD;
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ROYAL
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socaldconsultinginc @ gmail.com

SCENIC ACRES; VARSITY; ROYAL
OAK; ROCKY RIDGE;
CITADEL; SCENIC ACRES; TUSCANY;
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Call Cathy 403-630-6203
cathy.sewell@shaw.ca
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Auctions

NEW ()

Collectible & Memorabilia, Art,
Electronics, & Household Auctions.
MNow accepting Consignments.
Mew Auctions eacn Saturday & Sunday
Consignments received by March 31 get
reduced seller's fee.

Starting April 19
Go to www.AuctionsAvenue.com

Clothing

Saga fox fur coat

Keith Simon
McCallum

January 3, 1946
March 7, 2025

MCCALLUM, Keith
January 3, 1946 - March 7, 2025

Keith Simon Hugh McCallum, beloved husband of Pamela McCallum, passed
away at Foothills Medical Centre on Friday, March 7, 2025, at the age of 79

years.

Keith was the son of Hugh and Isabel {(Gould) McCallum. He is survived by his
wife Pamela, dearest brother Neil, and cousins in Ontario and the UK.

Educated in his youth in Regina, SK, London and Aylmer, ON, he graduated
from the University of Toronto with a B.A. (Honours) in 1969. He completed an
MA in modern European history at the University of California (Berkeley) in 1971
with a special interest in the 20th-century French writer, Simone Weil. Keith
enjoyed hiking in the mountains, Vancouver's Stanley Park and seawall, reading,
concerts, opera, theatre, film and art. He travelled to China six times and
frequently visited London and Cambridge, UK. Throughout his life, he was
deeply committed to equality and social justice. He will be sadly missed. Keith's
family would like to thank the staff at Foothills, who cared for him with efficiency
and kindness, especially Colleen Babie and Dr. Ryan Wong.

Funeral Services will be held at Mclnnis & Holloway (Crowfoot, 82 Crowfoot
Circle NW, Calgary, AB), on Friday, March 21, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. Reception to
follow in the Hospitality Centre at the Funeral Home.

If friends so desire, a donation may be made to Doctors Without Borders,
www.doctorswithoutborders.ca, or a charity of your choice.

Condolences, memories, and photos may be shared and viewed with Keith's

family at www.MHFH.com.

In living memory of Keith McCallum, a tree will be planted in the Ann & Sandy
Cross Conservation Area by Mclnnis & Holloway Funeral Homes.

% Mclinnis & Holloway
403-243-8200

Large, immaculate condition, white in color.
$600 Price firm
kristynogorman @ outlook.com

Furniture

Brand new chaise lounge

Brand new, price is firm $300.00
Call: 250-668-5509
kristynogorman @ outlook.com

Lazyboy small sofa excellent condition

Excellent condition, seats 2 to 3 people
comfortably. Price firm. $250.00
Call: 250-668-5509
kristynogorman @ outlook.com

Legals, Tenders and Notices

MNOTICE TO CREDITORS
AND CLAIMANTS

Estate of Gary Alan Cork
who died on December 4, 2024.

If you have a claim against this estate,
you must file your claim by April 26, 2025,
with:

Aftn: Cindy Lee
Scott Venturo Rudakoff LLP
1500-222 3rd Avenue SW
Calgary, Alberta T2P 0BE4

if you do not file by the date above, the
estate property can lawfully be distributed
without regard to any claim you may have.

Notice to Creditors and Claimants

Estate of Herbert Bruce McDonald
who died on July 4, 2024

If you have a claim against this estate,
you must file your claim by: April 18, 2025

with: P.N. (Rick) Breen, KC,
solicitor for Candace Ross
at: 43rd Floor, 525 — 8th Avenue SW
Calgary AB T2P 1G1

If you do not file by the date set out
above, the estate property may be lawfully
distributed without regard to any claim you
may have.

MNotice to Creditors and Claimants

Estate of MEGGAN ADELE TUCK
who died on March 11, 2025

If you have a claim against this estate,
you must file your claim by: April 26, 2025

With: Emerson Dunlop,
Barrister & Solicitor
At: Ranchlands Legal Services,
307 Ranch Estates Dr NW,
Calgary, Alberta T3G 1K7

If you do not file by the date set out
above, the estate property may be lawfully
distributed without regard to any claim you
may have.

ADVERTISE HERE
Make your

business
stand out!

Carney
names his
trade war
committee

NEW STRUCTURE

ApaMm Huras

OTTAWA = Prime Minister
Mark Carney has hand-
picked his cabinet com-
mittee to lead the fight
in the trade war with the
United States.

He has appointed him-
self as chair and Dominic
LeBlanc, the New Bruns-
wick MP who is minister
of international trade, as
vice chair.

There are eight other
ministers as members,
including Foreign Minis-
ter Mélanie Joly, Finance
Minister Francois-Phi-
lippe Champagne, De-
fence Minister Bill Blair
and Energy and Natural
Resources Jonathan Wil-
kinson.

The committee is called
Canada-U.S. Relations
and National Security,
which the Prime Min-
1ster’s Office describes
as the “central deci-
sion-making body for ad-
dressing the immediate
economic threat from the
United States.”

Its mandate also in-
cludes “advancing efforts
to renew and expand re-
lationships toward lasting
security and prosperity,
sharing intelligence, and
responding to threats and
opportunities with re-
spect to Canada’s national
security.”

Carney has cut the
number of cabinet com-
mittees to just four. That'’s
half the number under the
previous Trudeau govern-
ment.

The new structure
shows that LeBlanc fig-
ures prominently in what
amounts to the verv small
inner circle of the inner
circle.

“The prime minister
spoke to me about two big
priorities,” LeBlanc said in
an interview with Bruns-
wick News.

“The most urgent,
acute matter is to con-
tinue to play a leading role
in the Canada-U.S. trade
relationship, to continue
to work with U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Howard
Lutnick and the U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson
Greer.

“The medium and
longer-term priority is to
diversify our export rela-
tionships.”

LeBlanc added: *We
need to manage our way
through the next few
months, the reciprocal
tariff decisions that the
Americans are going to
bring out on April 2.7

Carney has also made a
machinery change to give
reciprocal tariff authority
to LeBlanc.

That’s to keep LeBlanc
as Lutnick’s direct inter-
locutor.

Previously, it was the
ministers of foreign affairs
and finance that held the
legal authority to impose
tariffs. With LeBlanc shift-
ed out of the finance job,
that authority now be-
longs to finance and inter-
national trade.

“There’s a very sharp
focus on economic de-
cisions and particularly
Canada-U.S. economic de-
cisions,” LeBlanc said of
the first cabinet meeting
last Friday. “The cabinet
meeting was very disci-
plined. It starts on time,
finishes on time. Mark
Carney goes through the
agenda in a very thorough
but efficient way.

“It’s extremely tightly
run. The conversation, the
people in the room, which
I think is hugelv positive
that there is such a clear
and sharp focus and it’s
on a handful of priorities.
It's not on 10 different
things.”

Postmedia News
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TRUDEAU SELFIE
SHOWS EX-PM IN STORE
10 BUY KITCHENWARE

N.B.man

declared dead

ALBERT IS DECEASED'

Wife couldn’t get

husband’s meds
at pharmacy

SARAH SEELEY

SAINT JOHN, N.B. » Albert
Arsenault was declared dead
in The Moncton Hospital's
system, despite the fact that
he walked out of the hospital
the day he supposedly died,
his wife says.

The 71-yvear-old retiree
had undergone triple by-
pass surgery in September
following a heart attack and
was recovering well. How-
ever, on the evening of Feb.
23, he experienced chest and
jaw pain, so he was taken to
The Moncton Hospital out of
precaution, his wife Nadine
Gwinn said.

They waited 1in the emer-
gency department overnight
and the following day, he
had bloodwork and an elec-
trocardiogram, which came
back normal, so he was sent
home, she said.

Last weekend, several

weeks after the hospital vis-
it, Gwinn was picking up
her husband’s prescription
medication at the Costco
pharmacy in Moncton when
the pharmacist said they
were having trouble finding
him in the system and had
to consult with other staff
members.

“They all had this blank
look on their face,” said
Gwinn.

The pharmacist said she
was unable to give her any

THEY ALL
HAD THIS
BLANK LOOK
ON THEIR
FACE.

of Arsenault’s medication,
which included blood thin-
ners and beta blockers.

“She said “‘We can’t give
you nothing. Albert is de-
ceased,” said Gwinn.

The pharmacist told
her that according to their
system, Arsenault had visited
The Moncton Hospital on
Feb. 23 and died on Feb. 24.

Justin Trudeau posted on social media for the first time since he stepped down as prime minis-
ter, showing what he got up to on his first Monday after Mark Carney was officially sworn is as
Canada’s 24.th prime minister Friday. Trudeau took a selfie as he went shopping at Canadian
Tire. His cart was filled with kitchen utensils and appliances as he posed in the cooking section
of the store. In the caption, he wrote: “Gotta love a Monday morning at Canadian Tire.” The
retail giant even responded in the comments, saying, “Always good to see you, sir” with an
emoji of the Canadian flag. In Trudeau’s previous posts on Instagram and X from four days
ago — when Carney took over — he thanked Canadians. Trudeau also changed his social media
bios, which now read: “Father, former prime minister of Canada.” National Post
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Nadine Gwinn said she started to worry about what her husband Albert Arsenault’s death mixup by
The Moncton Hospital would mean for their CRA tax filings and pension payments.

Gwinn sald she started
to panic when she thought
about the implications of

her husband being declared
dead. With their income
tax already filed, she had
to check to make sure there
were no red flags on his Can-
ada Revenue Agency account
that might prevent them
from getting their tax return,
or Arsenault’s pension pay-

ments.

“If they don't get this fixed
then everything is going to
go,” she said. “Financially, we
will be done.”

She was relieved to learn
there were no problems with
CRA, but continued to make
calls to ensure her husband’s
medicare card and driver’s li-
cence were still active.

In order to get Arsenault’s

medication, Gwinn had to get
her husband in Scoudouc and
drive him to the pharmacy
with his identification cards
to prove he was still living.

She called The Moncton
Hospital and was told Ar-
senault had been declared
dead by error, and there had
been no death certificate
written.

Despite being able to pick

up Arsenault’s medication
on Tuesday, Gwinn and her
husband are still frustrated
with The Moncton Hospital
for the mix-up.

“This can’t happen,
Gwinn said “You put my hus-
band dead. He's not dead.”

Horizon Health Network
did not respond to a request
for comment by press time.

Brunswick News
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26 Not to go

27 __ flash 42 CBS drama for 15 55 Gives up the
28 When to wave the SIS goods?
white flag 45 Realms 56 “Above us __
TR sky” (“Imagine”
;t: g_l.udehn:, in ?nef 46 !E{a = t yric)
ig __ (longtime southernmos .
Red Sox point in the U.S.) 98 Pesky little brat
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space 1
P 49 Kind of lettuce Wham! or Erasure
33 ___cap " 62 Email signs
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Oscar winner landscape _
35 W 64 Two-time
&e 54 Undependable Oscar winner
40 One leg curl, e.g. sort Mahershala

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).

Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
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Donald Trump given the mismatch in
size between the economies, Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney said. “There is a limit
to matching these tariffs dollar for dol-
lar given the fact that our economy is a
tenth the size of the United States,” Car-
ney told reporters in London on Monday:.
He said Canada’s response will depend
what Trump imposes on April 2. Trump

LIMITS TOMATCHING US. TARIFFS: PM

Canada can only go so far in responding
to new levies imposed by U.S. President

has repeatedly promised to roll out re-
ciprocal tariffs on countries that have
existing tariffs on U.S. goods, along with
additional levies on sectors such as autos,
pharmaceuticals and semiconductors.
Carney, who replaced Justin Trudeau
as prime minister on Friday, said those
items were chosen because they have
“maximum impact on the United States
and limited — but not zero — impact in
Canada.” Bloomberg
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Kenney,
O'Leary
appointed to
Postmedia
board of

directors

SERAH LOUIS

Former Alberta premier Ja-
son Kenney and executive
Terrie O’Leary are joining
the board of directors of
Postmedia Network Canada
Corp., the media company
announced Tuesday morning.

Kenney was an influential
member of Parliament from
1997 to 2016, holding numer-
ous senior cabinet positions
in prime minister Stephen
Harper’s Conservative gov-
ernments, before leaving
federal politics and being
elected the 18th premier of
Alberta in 20109.

He is currently a senior ad-
viser at the law firm Bennett
Jones LLP and serves on the
board of directors of ATCO
Ltd.

“I'm confident in his exten-
sive business acumen and re-
lationships, both public and
private,” said Postmedia

L
I

Jason Kenney

president and chief executive
Andrew MacLeod. “He has a
deep and genuine interest in
seeing the (media) sector not
just stabilize, but also hope-
fully thrive in the future.”

O’Leary has extensive ex-
perience in both the private
and public sectors as well,
most recently as executive
vice-president of business
strategy and operations at
Toronto Global. She has
served on the boards of the
World Bank in Washington,
D.C. and the Greater Toronto
Airports Authority.

O’Learyalso served as chief
of staff from 1993 to 1998 to
Liberal finance minister Paul
Martin, who tamed the fed-
eral deficit, “playing a for-
mative role,” according to
MacLeod.

“Ithink Terrie cares deeply
about the media sector and
she gives us a different per-
spective on the board given
her relationships with the
Liberal side of the aisle.”
MacLeod said, adding that
when former board direc-
tor Vince Gasparro stepped
down, 1t was important to
find another prominent Lib-
eral voice to replace him.

In addition to MacLeod,
the board includes chair Pe-
ter Sharpe, former Ontario
finance minister Janet Eck-
er, former energy executive
Wendy Henkelman and Mary
Junck, chair of Lee Enter-
prises, Inc.

“We're entering a period
of considerable heightened
turbulence,” said MacLeod.
“We're in a different era now
and it’s great to have people
who bring extraordinary per-
spectives and understand
how different sectors of the
economy and political ma-
chinery work.”

Financial Post

/
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While the Bank of Canada remains focused on the trade uncertainty with the U.S., governor Tiff Macklem said last week policy-makers will be watching
inflation expectations, as survey data suggests Canadians and businesses expect costs to go up as the result of tariffs. PETER J THOMPSON FILES

Inflation up to 2.6% as tax holiday ends,
giving ‘green light’ to BoC for April pause

Threatened U.S. tariffs could affect plans,
after seven consecutive interest rate cuts

JORDAN GOWLING

Canada’s inflation rate jumped
to 2.6 per cent in February from
1.9 per cent the month before as a
federal tax holiday came to an end
mid-month.

The removal of the goods and
services tax (GST) and the harmo-
nized sales tax (HST) break that
ran from Dec. 14 to Feb. 15, put up-
ward pressure on prices for certain
consumer goods, Statistics Canada
said on Tuesday. Prices for restau-
rant food and alcoholic beverages
declined less year-over-year in
February, than they did in January.

The Bank of Canada said at its
last decision that it expected infla-
tion to rise following the conclu-
sion of the temporary tax break.
Tuesdays’ reading puts the infla-
tion rate above two per cent for the
first time since October and may
prompt the central bank to con-
sider a pause at its April meeting,
said economists. The bank’s policy
rateis currently 2.75 per cent, after
seven consecutive cuts.

“There’s plenty of noise still to
come on inflation, complicating
policy-makers’ job,” said Benjamin
Reitzes, economist with the Bank
of Montreal, in a note.

“We’ll seewhat early April brings
on the tariff front, but if the eco-
nomic outlook doesn’t deteriorate
further, the Bank of Canadawill be
considering a pause after cutting at
seven straight meetings.”

While the central bank remains
focused on the trade uncertainty
with the U.S., Bank of Canada gov-
ernor Tiff Macklem said last week
policy-makers will be watching
inflation expectations, as survey
data suggests Canadians and busi-
nesses expect costs to goup as the
result of tariffs.

The inflation reading for Feb-
ruary does not reflect the trade
conflict with the United States, as
tariffs were imposed in March.

“The Bank of Canada now has a

green light to start skipping some
meetings,” said David Rosenberg,
founder and president at Rosen-
berg Research Inc., in a note.

“Especiallywith the Fed on hold
and the policyrate alreadysome —
150 basis points below U.S. levels
—which is not so good for the Gov-
ernment of Canada bond market,
but should help underpin the Ca-
nadian dollar over the near-term.”

Statistics Canada officials said
the consumer price index for
February would have been three
per cent, absent the GST/HST tax
break.

On a year-over-year basis, gas-
oline prices increased by 5.1 per

The three-

and six-month
annualized
rates are all
above three
per cent as well,
pointing to
ongoing
stickiness.

cent in February, after an 8.6 per
cent gain in January. On a month-
over-month basis, gasoline prices
rose 0.6 per cent.

Core inflation, the measures the
Bank of Canada prefers to look at
when making its monetary policy
decisions, alsorose. CPI-common
rose by 2.5 per cent year-over-year
in February, up from 2.2 per cent
in January. CPI-median rose 2.9
per cent, up from 2.7 per cent and
CPI-trimrose 2.9 per cent, up from
2.7 per cent.

“The three- and six-month an-
nualized rates are all above three
per cent as well, pointing to ongo-
ing stickiness,” said Reitzes, in a
note. “None of this is encouraging

news for policy-makers.”

Katherine Judge, economist
with the Canadian Imperial Bank
of Commerce, said the Bank of
Canada’s decision in April will
depend on what happens on the
tariff front on April 2, when U.S.
President Donald Trump is set to
impose reciprocal duties.

“The unexpected pickup in core
measures clearly isn’t good news
for the Bank of Canada, and this
means that the April policy deci-
sion hinges entirely on tariff news
received in the interim,” she said,
in a note.

Financial Post
Jgowling@postmedia.com
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CANADAIS AT AN

ECONOMIC CROSSROADS.

Stay ahead with FP Economy: Trade Wars
a roundup of the top stories, key
players and big ideas shaping
(anada’s economic future.

Sign up for the free newsletter at
financialpost.com/newsletters
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PENS, PREDSTO PLAY INSWEDEN

The Nashville Predators and Pittsburgh
Penguins will play games in Sweden on
Nov. 14 and 16 as part of the NHL’s Global
Series. The games will be played at Stock-
holm’s newly renovated Avicii Arena. The
Penguins have not played in Europe since
2008, fresh off winning the third Stanley
Cup championship in franchise history.
The NHL is returning to Sweden for the
first time since 2023 after staging games
in Finland and Czechia this season. Stock-

holm has hosted more NHL games than
any other European city. “This event will
be particularly special for Filip Fors-
berg, who adores his home country,”
Predators CEO Sean Henry, pictured,
said in a statement. “We had such an in-
credible time with our fans at the 2022
Global Series in Bern and Prague, and we
can’t wait for them to bring even more

energy and enthusiasm in November.”
The Associated Press
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Calgary’s Carter King has 20 goals and 38 points in 39 games with the University of Denver Pioneers this Season. AL GOLDIS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILES

CALGARY'S KING
SHOULD BE ON
FLAMES RADAR

U of Denver captain averaging almost
a point per game for defending champs

(o

| T—y

WES GILBERTSON

The Flames could have a com-
petitive edge in the quest to
sign one of the top forwards in
this latest class of college free
agents.

Carter King, the captain of the
University of Denver Pioneers,
has roots in Calgary.

The Pioneers are shooting to
repeat as national champions
and will be assured an invite
to the NCAA tournament, so
King won’t be pondering his pro
future until late March or into
April.

But whenever his senior
season does come to a close, the
23-year-old centre will have a
stack of contract offers to sort
through.

As they look to add could-be
contributors in their early 20s,
the Flames should certainly be
among the suitors — and it’s
believed that they are planning
to make a pitch. They even have
some history with King, since
he attended their develop-
ment camp last summer as an
undrafted invitee.

Because of his age, King is
only eligible to sign a one-year
entry-level deal that would kick
in for the 2025-26 campaign.

That might actually work to
the benefit of the staff at the
Saddledome, since they can
offer the comforts of home and
the opportunity to immediately
push for a big-league role. It’s
no secret the Flames are thin
up the middle, and a few of their
depth pieces — Kevin Rooney,
Clark Bishop and the injured
Justin Kirkland — are set to be

unrestricted free agents this
SUmmer.

King is a graduate of Lake
Bonawvista’s minor program, now
part of Knights Hockey Club,
and an alum of the AAA Buffa-
loes, but the appeal goes beyond
the local link.

The left-hander has proven
productive at the college level,
with a career-high 20 goals and
38 points in 39 outings so far
this season. Across the NCAA's
Division 1 landscape, he is one
of just 16 players with 20-plus
tallies in 2024-25. Eleven of the
others are NHL draft picks, with
four first-rounders on that list.

Proof of his well-rounded
game, King is also among the
three finalists for the defensive
forward of the year nod in the
National Collegiate Hockey
Conference. He has been the
NCHC’s busiest faceoff man

Like I saidin the
room, I love this
place. It means
the absolute
world tome to
be here. I also
told them that
Iwish this year
could never end.
I'm having a lot
of fun with this
team.

CARTER KING,
University of Denver
Pioneers

this winter, having successfully
swiped 55.9 per cent of his 868
draws.

Though King isn’t the biggest
guy, listed at 5-foot-11 and 190
pounds, scouts love his tenacity.
If you check his highlights, you'll
notice he always seems to be
buzzing around the ice.

He also has a history of team
success, something the Flames
value. The Pioneers were
crowned NCAA champs in 2022
and 2024. Their quest for a third
title in a four-year span con-
tinues with Friday’s semifinal
showdown with the Arizona
State Sun Devils at the NCHC
Frozen Faceoff in St. Paul, Minn.

This past Sunday, in what was
his final appearance on home ice
at Magness Arena, King scored
a pair to power the Pioneers to
a 9-2 drubbing in the deciding
game of a best-of-three playoff
series against the Colorado Col-
lege Tigers.

On his first snipe of the night,
he picked off a pass while pen-
alty killing, raced up ice on a
breakaway and slipped a shot
through the five-hole for the
shortie. He later added a pow-
er-play marker.

“Like I said in the room, I love
this place,” King said afterward,
according to the Pioneers’ offi-
cial site. “It means the absolute
world to me to be here. I also
told them that I wish this year
could never end. I'm having a lot
of fun with this team.”

When it does end, more
excitement awaits. Perhaps it
will bring him home to Calgary.

Though the Flames haven't
landed any stars in recent
college free-agent crops, guys
like Walker Duehr, Spencer Foo,
Garnet Hathaway and Connor
Mackey all logged time at the
Saddledome.

Sam Morton, signed last
March after his final season
with Minnesota State Maver-
icks, seems to be trending in the
right direction. The 25-year-old
centre has scored 17 goals this
season for the AHL Wranglers,
the fourth highest total on the
farm team, and is certainly in
the call-up conversation.

Morton’s one-year contract
is almost up, but he’ll become a
restricted free agent and there’s
little doubt the Flames will want
to keep him in the fold.

The NCAA tournament starts
with the regional rounds March
27-30 and the Frozen Four runs
April 10-12 in St. Louis.
wgilbertson@postmedia.com

Homan facing packed
schedule at worlds

TODD SAELHOF

It’s busy for Rachel Homan and
Canadaat the world women’s curl-
ing championship.

We're talking two games a day
through to Friday’s round-robin
wrap-up in Uijeongbu, South Ko-
rea.

The packed schedule began
Tuesday with an early morning
affair and ending with an evening
challenge.

Wednesday? The same.

And Thursday? Wash, rinse and
repeat.

Then comes Friday for Homan
and her Ottawa Curling Club crew,
with contests in the afternoon and
evening to finalize their place in
the standings before the playoffs.

That’s upwards of six hours of
curling each day.

Oof.

“Rest,” Canada lead Sarah Wil-
kes said with a chuckle when asked
how the reigning champs manage
the four bustling days of these
worlds followed by playoffs.

“It’s go back to the hotel and
rest. Get to sleep as soon as we
can and get back out here in the
morning.”

Even between games, there’s not
much going on with Team Homan.
It’s hotel time and watching others
in action at these worlds.

They've brought along a few
creature comforts to keep them
mentally sound. But otherwise,
it’s all curling all the time.

Skip Homan, third Tracy Fleury,
second Emma Miskew, lead Wil-
kes, alternate Rachelle Brown and
national coaches Viktor Kjell and
Renée Sonnenberg want to finish
in the top two when the round rob-
in is complete.

Heading into their next battle
with Korea’s Gim Eun-ji as part of
their Wednesday double, Canada
stood tied with the host team with
5-1records.

Only Switzerland’s Silvana Tir-
inzoni topped them with a perfect
7-0 mark.

Denmark’s Madeleine Dupont,
Norway’s Marianne Roervik and
Sweden’s Anna Hasselborg — Ho-
man'’s longtime rival dating to ju-
nior — are all on four wins heading
into Wednesday.

Canada gets Norway in its sec-
ond game Wednesday (4 a.m.,

TSN).

HOWHOMAN BEATTURKEY

Homan and company cruised to
an 8-3 victory Tuesday over Tur-
key’s Dilsat Yildiz (0-7).

They put the game away in the
eighth end, when Homan played
a hit-and-roll off a Canadian stone
and onto a Turkish one to score
three.

Turkey started the game with
hammer but couldn’t score in the
opening frame. The Canadians
stole asingle in the first and tacked
on another two points after the op-
position missed adouble onits last
in the second.

Rachel Homan

When Canada looked to be run-
ning away with the game, skip
Yildiz halted it and showcased
some of her big-shot ability in the
third end.

Canada looked poised to steal,
but Yildiz made a wide in-off, ric-
ocheting off a stone inches away
from the sideboard and into the
house to score two.

Canada was forced to a single
point in the fourth, and Turkey
blanked the fifth to trail two with
hammer at the fifth-end break.

However, Dilsat could not keep
the momentum tuned up in the
sixth. On her last, Homan made a
freeze with her rock — dragged in
by dynamo sweeper Wilkes — and
forced Turkey into a runback. Dil-
sat failed to capture the magic of
her in-off and gave up a Canadian
steal.

Homan'’s draw weight has been
rock solid this week. The skip
clocked a 92 per cent draw effi-
ciency and was 88 per cent accu-
rate on all draws heading into the
game.

Canadaforced Turkeyto asingle
in the seventh end and set up the
score of three for the win in the
eighth.
tsaelhof@postmedia.com
x.com,/ToddSaelhofPM
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Canadian guard Ryan Nembhard helped his Gonzaga Bulldogs defeat the Saint Mary's Gaels in the West Coast Conference championship March 11.
Nembhard, from Aurora, Ont., is averaging 9.8 assists this season, tops in the NCAA this season by 1.1 per game. JOEN LOCHER/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

March Madness teams’ weapons
include Nembhard and Swords

Pair among Canadians hitting the court
this week as NCAA tournaments begin

ABDULHAMID IBRAHIM

March Madness is here, and with
several Canadians looking toleave
their mark.

The NCAA men’s basketball
tournament began Tuesday with
the First Four, followed by 32 first-
round contests on Thursday and
Friday. The Final Fourwill be April
5, with the title game April 7.

The NCAAwomen’s tournament
begins Wednesday with the First
Four, and the first round taking
place Friday and Saturday. The
Final Four will be April 4 and the
title game on April 6 in Tampa, Fla.

The Canadian Press takes alook
at 10 Canadians to watch in the
men’s and women'’s tournaments.

MEN
Ryan Nembhard, Gonzaga

It’'s no secret Nembhard is a
high-level facilitator, but the se-
nior from Aurora, Ont., has taken
it up a notch in 2024-25. The six-
foot, 180-pound guard averaged
9.8 assists for the WCC champion
Bulldogs this season, leading the
country by 1.1 per game. Gonzaga,
which went 25-8 on the year, is the
No. 8 seed in the Midwest Region.
Will Riley, lllinois

The Kitchener, Ont., native has
impressed as a freshman for I1-
linois, which is No. 6 in the Mid-
west Region. The six-foot-eight,
195-pound small forward is the
Fighting Illini’s second-leading
scorer at 12.5 points per game,
while starting only seven of 33
games this year. He averaged 18
points on 55.6 per cent shooting

in Illinois’ two outings in the Big
Ten tournament.
Emanuel Sharp, Houston

The junior guard, who was born
in Tel Aviv, but whose mom is
from Hamilton, has continued
his steady play for the Cougars
in 2024-25, averaging 12.6 points
while shooting 43.3 per cent from
the field and 42.8 per cent from
three. Sharp had 17 points in the
Cougars’ Big 12 title win last Sat-
urday. Houston is the No.1seed in
the Midwest Region.
Aden Holloway, Alabama

Holloway transferred from rival
Auburn to the Crimson Tide and
hasenjoyed asolid sophomore sea-
son. The six-foot-one, 180-pound
guard — born in Charlotte, N.C.,
but a dual citizen with his moth-
er being from Calgary — is fourth
on the team with 11.4 points in 21
minutes per game off the bench.
Holloway is also shooting 41.7 per
cent from three-point range. The
Crimson Tide are the No. 2seed in
the East Region.
Josh Omojafo, Robert Morris

The six-foot-five, 200-pound
junior guard from Hamilton was
playing in Division IT at Gannon
University just a year ago. He
started 32 of 33 games for Rob-
ert Morris in 2024-25, averaging
11.4 points, good for fourth on the
team. The 15th-seeded Colonials
face the Crimson Tide on Friday.
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Syla Swords, Michigan

The Sudbury, Ont., native has
been a bright spot for the Wolver-
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Michigan guard Syla Swords, from Sudbury, Ont., was name freshman
all-American this season. She's averaging 16.1 points and 6.1 rebounds.
MICHAEL CONROY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ines, averaging 16.1 points and 6.1
rebounds as a freshman. The for-
mer five-star recruit was named to
the all-Big Ten second team, Big
Tenall-freshman team and earned
freshman all-American honours.
Toby Fournier, Duke

Fournier lived up to the hype for
astrong Duke team that enters the
tournament as the No. 2 seed for
Regional 2 Birmingham. The six-
foot-two freshman forward from
Toronto, also a former five-star
recruit, averaged 13.4 points, 5.3
rebounds and 1.1 blocks en route to
winning ACC freshman of the year
and making the all-ACC first team.
Avery Howell, USC

The six-foot freshman sharp-
shooter has been a consistent piece
for the Trojans, who finished 28-3.
Howell, born in Boise, Idaho, rep-
resents Canada internationally
through her mother, who is from
Salmo, B.C. She averaged 6.8 points
in 19.5 minutes per contest and
shot a sizzling 39.3 per cent from

three-point range. The No. 1 seed
in Regional 4 Spokane, the Trojans
are expected to make a deep run
after an Elite 8 appearance last
season.
Cassandre Prosper, Notre Dame

The junior from Montreal en-
tered this season coming off an
injury-riddled 2023-24 from a
lower-leg injury. The six-foot-two
forward averages 5.8 points, 3.8
rebounds and 22.5 minutes as a
key bench piece for the Fighting
Irish. Notre Dame is the third seed
in Regional 3 Birmingham.
Sarah Te-Biasu, Maryland

The five-foot-five graduate stu-
dent from Montreal has been a
steady piece for the Terrapins,
who went 23-7 on the year. Te-
Biasu transferred from VCU after
four seasons and has averaged 9.7
points and 2.5 assists in 31.4 min-
utes per contest for Maryland. The
Terrapins are the No. 4 seed in Re-
gional 2 Birmingham.
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Team GP W
Montreal 24 10
Boston 24 3
Toronto 23 9

PWHL STANDINGS

L OoTW OTL P

9 b 3 45
b b < 40
7 2 5 36

Team GP W
Minnesota 25 7
Ottawa 23 3
New York 23 5

NHL STANDINGS

EASTERN CONFERENCE

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic GP W LOL P Metropolitan GP W L OL P Central GP W LOL P Pacific GP W LOL P
Florida b8 41 24 3 85 Washington 68 45 15 & 98 Winnipeg 68 47 17 4 98 Vegas b/ 39 20 & 86
TampaBay 67 39 23 5 83 Carolina 67 41 22 4 86 Dallas bb 42 21 3 87 Edmonton b7 39 24 4 82
Toronto 67 40 24 3 83 New Jersey ©9 37 206 6 80 Colorado b8 41 24 3 85 Los Angeles 66 36 21 9 &1
Ottawa 67 36 26 5 77 N.Y. Rangers 68 33 29 b 72 .~ Minnesota 68 38 25 5 81 Vancouver 67 31 25 11 73
Montreal 6/ 33 27 7 73 N.Y. Islanders 67 31 26 & 70 ' St. Louis 68 33 28 7 73 Calgary bo 30 2» 11 71
Detroit b8 32 30 6 /0 Columbus 67 31 2686 8 70 . Utah 67 30 26 11 /1 Anaheim b7 29 31 7 65
Boston b9 30 30 9 69 Pittsburgh 70 28 32 10 66 Nashville bo 25 33 8 58 Seattle b8 29 34 5 63
Buffalo bb 27 33 6 60 . Philadelphia 69 28 33 8 64 Chicago 67 20 38 9 49 San Jose 68 18 41 9 45
NBA STANDINGS
EASTERN CONFERENCE | WESTERN CONFERENCE
Top 8 W L Pct GB Bottom 7 W L Pct GB Top 8 W L Pct GB Bottom 7 W L Pt GB
y-Cleveland 56 11 836 - Chicago 29 39 426 275 x-Oklahoma City 56 12 824 — Sacramento 34 33 507 215
x-Boston 50 19 725 7 Miami 29 39 426 275 Houston 44 25 638 125 Dallas 33 36 478 235
New York 43 24 642 13 Toronto 24 45 348 33 Denver A4 7% 638 125 Phoenix 32 37 464 245
Milwaukee 38 29 567 18 Philadelphia 23 45 338 335 LA Lakers 42 25 677 135 Portland 30 39 435 265
Indiana 38 29 567 18 Brooklyn 23 46 333 34 Memphis A3 26 623 135 san Antonio 28 39 418 275
Detroit 38 31 55 19 Charlotte 17 51 .250 395 GoldenState 39 29 5§74 17 MNew Orleans 18 51 .261 385
Atlanta 33 36 478 24 Washington 15 52 224 4l Minnesota 40 30 511 17 Utah 15 54 217 415
Orlando 32 37 464 25

LA.Clippers 38 30 559 18
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Fagles
lineman
Graham
retires

Brandon Graham’s career
in Philadelphia began with
criticisms that he was a
first-round bust and ended
with him being one of the
most beloved Eagles play-
ers of his generation and
a two-time Super Bowl
champion. Graham retired
Tuesday following a 15-year
career.

Graham, who turns 37
in April, recalled the long
journey it took for him to
win over the notoriously
demanding Philadelphia
fans as hewent from mostly
a backup with only 17 sacks
in his first five seasons to a
keypart of adominant front
later in his career.

“We didn’t start so tight,
as you know,” he told the
fans. “You made me work
forthis and I appreciate you
for that. ... You never let me
feel comfortable. You held
me accountable. You kept
that chip on my shoulder.
You pushed me to be better,
and when the time came, we
celebrated together — two
times.”

He ends his career as the
all-time leader in games
played for the Eagles with
206, ranks third with 7614
sacks and has the most
post-season sacks with 51/2.

The Canadian women's rug-
by team will open defence
of its Pacific Four Series
title on May 2 against the
ninth-ranked United States
in Kansas City.

Second-ranked Cana-
da will then fly to Christ-
church to face the third-
ranked New Zealand Black
Ferns on May 17. The final
game of the series is against
the fifth-ranked Wallaroos
on May 23 in Brisbane, Aus-
tralia.

The Canadian women
scored a historic win over
New Zealand last May in
Christchurch, dispatching
the reigning World Cup
champion 22-19 to win the
Pacific Four Series.

Rugby Canada, mean-
while, says its “Mission:
Win the Rugby World Cup
2025” fundraising cam-
paign has already exceed-
ed $400,000. The goal of
the campaign is to reach
$1 million to provide the
Canadian women with re-

sources in their bid to win
the World Cup.

Calling the groups in charge
of professional tennis “a
cartel,” the players’ asso-
ciation co-founded by No-
vak Djokovic filed an an-
titrust lawsuit against the
women’s and men’s tours,
the International Tennis
Federation and the sport’s
Integrity agency on Tues-
day in federal court in New
York.

The suit claims the orga-
nizations thatrunthesport
hold “complete control
over the players’ pay and
working conditions.”

The lawsuit seeks a
jury trial and wants play-
ers to gain access to more
earnings, arguing that the
governing bodies that over-
see the four Grand Slam
tournaments — Wimble-
don, the U.S. Open, the
French Open and the Aus-
tralian Open — and other
professional events “cap
the prize money tourna-
ments award and limit play-
ers’ ability to earn money
off the court.”

The WTA Tour and ATP
Tourissued separate state-
ments Tuesday saying they
would “vigorously” defend
themselves.

— with Canadian Press
and Associated Press files*



