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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Washington / Taipei

The second stage trade war start-
ed by the United States might
impact the jobs of more than 5
million Americans due to the

retaliatory tariffs from China and Canada,
as per a report. Brookings Institution
analysis found that a few sectors are most
at risk from these tariffs, such as agricul-
ture, manufacturing, and energy indus-
tries, according to the Washington Post.

China has retaliated against US tariffs
with increase in import tax covering $21
Billion worth of US agricultural and
food products. The moves of the world’s
top two economies are pushing the glob-
al economy a step closer towards an all-
out trade war.

China also restricted exports and
investments on 25 American companies,
on grounds of national security, but,
unlike when it retaliated against the
Trump administration’s February 4 tariffs,
this time it avoided punishing any house-
hold names.

The Chinese tariffs will include a levy
of 15 per cent on American products such
as chicken, wheat and corn, as well as 10
per cent on products like soybeans, pork,
beef and fruit. It clarifiet that goods, which
had already been shipped before Monday
and imported by April 12 would not be
subject to the new tariffs.

President Donald Trump has added 20
per cent tariffs to the roughly $440
Billion worth of Chinese goods that the
US imports annually. The average
American tariff on affected Chinese
goods now stands at 39 per cent.

The showdown extended to the G7
where, China on Saturday has lashed out
at accusations it is endangering maritime
safety made by top diplomats from the
Group of 7 industrialised democracies in
a joint statement, saying the G7 members
are “filled with arrogance, prejudice and
malicious intentions.” 

Even for China’s generally overheated
diplomatic language, the statement issued
Saturday was unusually vitriolic, although
it did not threaten any retaliation. 

In the Friday statement that sparked the
Chinese response, the G7 said, “We con-
demn China’s illicit, provocative, coercive
and dangerous actions that seek unilater-
ally to alter the status quo in such a way
as to risk undermining the stability of
regions, including through land reclaima-
tions, and building of outposts, as well as
their use for military purpose.”

“We reaffirm that our basic policies on
Taiwan remain unchanged and emphasise
the importance of peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait as indispensable
to international security and prosperity,”
the statement said, referring to the crucial
waterway separating China from the self-
governing island republic it claims as its
own territory.

In the response issued through its
embassy in Canada, where the two-day G7
meeting was held in La Malbaie, Quebec,
China said the statement “repeated the
same old rhetoric, ignored facts and

China’s solemn position, grossly interfered
in China’s internal affairs, and blatantly
smeared China.”

“The statements are filled with arro-
gance, prejudice and malicious intentions
to suppress and attack China. China
strongly deplores and opposes this and has
lodged solemn representations with the
Canadian side,” the statement said. 

China claims virtually the entire South
China Sea, through which passes around
$5 trillion in global trade. It has dismissed
and occasionally clashed with other coun-
tries that claim parts of the sea, especial-
ly the Philippines, a US treaty partner. 

China is not a member of the G7 but
closely follows all comments and refer-
ences to its international status made by
international organisations or in foreign
countries, responding to criticism with
caustic language. China has firmly reject-
ed a UN-affiliated court’s ruling that inval-
idated most of its claims to the South
China Sea and says its claim to Taiwan is
non-negotiable, even if China has to use
force against the island. 

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Amid allegations of fudging of
electoral rolls data, Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh

Kumar has convened a meeting of the
Home Secretary, Legislative Department
Secretary, and Chief Executive Officer of
UIDAI on Tuesday to discuss the issue
of linking voter identity cards with
Aadhaar.

The meeting comes at a time when the
Trinamool Congress has raised the issue
of electors in West Bengal and other
states having the same Electors Photo
Identity Card (EPIC) number, leading
the Election Commission of India (ECI)
to acknowledge that some state chief
electoral officers had used the wrong
alpha-numeric series when issuing EPIC
numbers.

Sources said CEC Gyanesh Kumar,
Election Commissioner Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu, and Election Commissioner
Vivek Joshi are set to meet Union Home
Secretary Govind Mohan, Legislative
Department Secretary Rajiv Mani and
UIDAI CEO Bhuvnesh Kumar on
March 18 to discuss the linking of
Aadhaar with EPIC numbers.

At present, the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 allows the seeding of
electoral rolls with the Aadhaar
database, but on a voluntary basis only.
After an amendment to the Act in 2021
enabled Aadhaar linking with EPIC, the
ECI began collecting Aadhaar numbers
from electors on a voluntary basis. 

So far, however, the ECI is yet to link
the two databases. The exercise was
meant to aid the ECI in detecting
duplicate registrations to clean up the
electoral rolls. However, linking of
Aadhaar was not mandatory.

Sagarika Ghose, deputy leader of
Trinamool Congress (TMC) in Rajya
Sabha, said the statements issued by the
poll panel earlier over the duplicate
EPIC numbers and this meeting being
called now, are “face-saving measures”.
She added that the TMC will keep a
strict vigil till the next state elections.

“First, three statements. Now this
meeting. This is just a face-saving

measure. We will keep a hawk-eye vigil
till the elections,” Ghose said. 

On March 11, a 10-member TMC
delegation had met the full Election
Commission bench over the duplicate
EPIC numbers. In a memorandum to
the Election Commission, the TMC had
also said there have been “credible
allegations of Aadhaar cards being
cloned and the use of these cloned
Aadhaar cards to facilitate fake voter
registrations.” Earlier, in a note
circulated to chief electoral officers of
states, the Commission has directed
officials to make “all attempts” to link
Aadhaar numbers with electoral roll
data. 

“In order to ensure proper
identification of electors and ensure
necessary communication, all attempts
should be made to link with Aadhaar
and mobile numbers,” read the note.

The poll body on March 2, issued a
statement saying that identical EPIC
numbers or series were allotted to some
electors from different states and Union
Territories due to a “decentralised and
manual mechanism” being followed
prior to shifting of the electoral roll
database of all states to the ERONET
(Electoral Roll Management) platform.
They asserted that while EPIC numbers
of some voters “may be identical”, the
other details — including demographic
details, assembly constituency and
polling booth — are different.

In another statement, the
Commission said that since the
allotment of EPIC series to the states and
UTs in 2000, some Electoral Registration
Officers did not use the correct series.
They said the allotment of duplicate
numbers due to incorrect series could

not have been detected as the states and
UTs were independently managing the
electoral roll databases. 

The poll authority also said it has now
decided to resolve this “long-pending
issue” after detailed discussions within
the technical teams and concerned state
chief electoral officers in the next three
months. It has also directed its poll
machinery in the states to hold regular
meetings with political parties and
resolve issues according to procedure.

Pointing out that the Election
Commission has not clearly stated on its
Form 6B that seeding Aadhaar with
EPIC is an entirely voluntary process
and not compulsory, the party had asked
how the poll panel would ensure that the
alleged cloning of Aadhaar numbers
does not affect the EPIC and electoral
registration of voters.

Meanwhile, several other opposition
parties have also demanded a discussion
on the EPIC number duplication, calling
it a major issue for democracy. Echoing
similar sentiments, the BJD suggested an
independent audit of the poll process
and monitoring by citizens.

The BJD leaders said the Election
Commission should conduct a periodic
“process audit” of the entire election
exercise by independent auditors or the
Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG) and make its report public
as is being done in several countries
where democratic elections are held.
They also urged the poll panel to
develop a mechanism for involving
citizen groups to co-monitor the
election process from inception to the
end, and to formulate a mechanism for
conducting a concurrent audit during
polling at the booth level as well as
during counting to ensure trust in
election process.

According to a source, the opposition
parties said they are flexible with the
rule under which the discussion should
be held, but stressed that Parliament
should discuss the issue. The duplication
of voter ID card numbers in different
states was raised by West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
February 27. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Mumbai

The Reserve Bank on Saturday
assured customers that IndusInd
Bank remains ‘well-capitalised’, even

as it directed the bank’s board to complete
remedial action relating to estimated Rs
2,100 crore accounting discrepancy with-
in this month. Earlier this week, IndusInd
Bank disclosed a discrepancy in account-
ing with an estimated impact of 2.35 per
cent of the bank’s net worth. Soon after the
disclosure, massive price correction in the
bank’s scrip was witnessed. 

Basis the disclosures available in pub-
lic domain, the bank has already engaged
an external audit team to comprehensive-
ly review their current systems, and to
assess and account for the actual impact
expeditiously, RBI said in a statement. “The
Board and the management have been
directed by Reserve Bank to have the reme-
dial action completed fully during the cur-
rent quarter viz., Q4FY25, after making
required disclosures to all stakeholders,” it
said. 

Assuaging concerns of customers, the
RBI in the clarification statement said there
was no need for depositors to react to the
speculative reports at this juncture. There
has been some speculation relating to
IndusInd Bank Ltd in certain quarters, per-
haps arising from recent events related to
the bank, it said. The central bank assured
customers and investors that the bank’s
financial health remains stable and is being
monitored closely by it. 

IndusInd Bank had informed that the
accounting lapse was noted around
September-October last year and the
bank gave a preliminary update to the RBI
about this last week. The final number will
be known after the external agency, which
the bank has appointed, finalises its report
by early April, according to the lender.
Sharing financial parameters of the bank,
RBI said the bank is well-capitalised and
the financial position remains satisfacto-
ry. 

As per auditor-reviewed financial
results of the bank for the quarter ended
December 31, 2024, the bank has main-
tained a comfortable Capital Adequacy
Ratio of 16.46 per cent and Provision
Coverage Ratio of 70.20 per cent.   The
Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR) of the
bank was at 113 per cent as on March 9,
2025, as against regulatory requirement of
100 per cent. 

Chartered accountants’ apex body
ICAI may review the financial statements
of IndusInd Bank, which is grappling with
discrepancies in accounting estimated to
be Rs 2,100 crore. 

RBI assures
IndusInd
customers of
bank’s stability

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Amritsar

Ablast occurred outside a temple in
Amritsar around midnight when a
motorcycle-borne person threw an

explosive device towards it, damaging a
portion of its wall and shattering window
panes, officials said on Saturday.

While no one was hurt in the incident,
the explosion caused panic among resi-
dents in the Khandwala area of Amritsar.

There have been many incidents of
explosions targeting police posts in
Amritsar and Gurdaspur in the past four
months but it the first such attack on a tem-
ple. Opposition parties alleged that the
incident reflected the “deteriorating” law
and order situation under the AAP gov-
ernment.

Amritsar Police Commissioner
Gurpreet Singh Bhullar said the police
were informed about the incident at
around 2 am on Saturday by the Thakur
Dwar temple priest.

CCTV footage of the incident showed
two unidentified persons coming to the
temple on a motorcycle. After waiting for
a few seconds, one of them is seen throw-
ing some explosive material towards the
temple and the two later flee from the site.

Bhullar said police teams were trying to
trace the men involved in the blast and
they would soon be nabbed. “Our teams
are following them. Like we had traced ear-
lier incidents, this incident will also be
traced,” he said.

A forensic team has collected samples
from the spot to identify the material used
in the explosion, he said.

“I want to warn those behind this inci-
dent that they will face strict action,”
Bhullar said.

Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann assert-
ed that from time to time, many attempts
have been made to disturb Punjab but the
state police has taken timely action against
such elements.

“Punjab is completely safe in terms of

law and order,” he told reporters.
He stressed that mutual brotherhood

and peace would be maintained in the
state.

The Congress, the BJP and the
Shiromani Akali Dal targeted the AAP
government after the incident.

“I strongly condemn the bomb attack on
Thakur Dwara temple, Khandwala in
Amritsar. AAP government fails to check
repeated incidents of blasts in the border
city. Deteriorating law and order in Punjab
is a matter of serious concern,” Union
Minister Ravneet Singh Bittu said on X.

Punjab Congress chief Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring also condemned the inci-
dent, saying this time a temple was target-
ed.

“Yet another grenade attack in Amritsar,
this time targeting a temple in the
Khandwala area. There is an atmosphere
of fear prevailing in Punjab, and people are
genuinely feeling insecure. It’s high time
the @AAPPunjab government wakes up

from its deep slumber and takes action,”
said Warring in a post on X.

Senior Akali leader Bikram Singh
Majithia said it was a “law and order fail-
ure.”

Meanwhile, referring to the problems of
drugs, gangsters and calls for ransom,
Chief Minister Mann, while reacting to the
Amritsar incident, said that these are also
attempts to disturb Punjab to show it as a
disturbed state.

“But our Punjab Police constantly takes
timely action against anti-social elements.
On the occasion of Holi, where violent
incidents took place in different corners
of the country, everyone in Punjab played
Holi together. Punjab is completely safe in
terms of law and order,” said Mann.

He said the Border Security Force
(BSF) has informed the state government
that ever since an anti-drugs drive has been
initiated in the state, the drone movement
from across the border has reduced by 70
per cent.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Solapur

Hounded by unscrupulous money-
lenders, threatened by anti-social
elements, or stuck in a crisis? A

gram sabha in Maharashtra’s Solapur
district has introduced a unique solution
for those who suffer in silence- raise the
index finger to summon help.

This resolution was passed by the
gram sabha of Pothre Nilaj village in
Karamala taluka on Women’s Day on
March 8, acknowledging the atmosphere
of “fear” in society and intimidation that
forces victims into silence.

This move aims to eradicate fear among
villagers and restore harmony and broth-
erhood in the village, the resolution stat-

ed. So how will this work? The Gram
Sabha said the person who needed help
would have to raise the index finger if feel
threatened. This gesture will alert others
who will rush to his/her aid, as per the res-
olution.

The move will help women, children,
and senior citizens immensely, it said.

“Raising the index finger will signal to
others that the person needs urgent help.
Alert citizens will approach him to help.
If the crisis is serious and real, the person
seeking help will be connected to various
helpline numbers related to women, chil-
dren, senior citizens, and the police,” the
Gram Sabha said.

This concept is the brainchild of Pothre
Nilaj sarpanch Ankush Shinde.

“This idea was conceptualised during
a discussion with Pramod Zinjade, a social
activist who has spearheaded several ini-
tiatives like eradicating certain customs
related to widows in rural Maharashtra,”
Shinde told PTI.

Shinde said the Gram Sabha is planning
to publicise this initiative among people.

He said the Gram Sabha has also
urged the state government to introduce
a dedicated WhatsApp number so that
people can share the location, photo, and
video of the person in crisis. This infor-
mation can be disseminated in real-time
to the concerned department who in turn
will inform the local police.

Explaining the initiative, Zinjade said
fear has gripped the society for various
reasons, some domestic and others relat-
ed to anti-social elements.

“Citizens facing problems at home and
work may not muster the courage to speak
out. They may be bothered by anti-
social elements or harassed by money
lenders for failure to repay the loan.

“The raising of the index finger will

mean that the concerned person 
needs help. Seeing this, others can 
inform the Gram Sevak and Sarpanch,” 
he added.

The resolution comes amidst the back-
drop of the latest string of videos show-
ing violence, especially in Beed district in
the Marathwada region.

Pothere Nilaj village, with a population
of 6,000 and most inhabitants engaged in
farming, has been following a progressive
path by standing against social evils.

It had become the first village in
Solapur district to adopt a resolution
passed by the Herwad gram panchayat in
Kolhapur district in 2022 banning cus-
toms like removing a widow’s mangalsu-
tra, toe ring, and wiping her sindoor. 

Maharashtra gram sabha introduces unique solution for crisis situations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n NEW YORK

An Indian student at Columbia
University, whose visa was
revoked for allegedly “advocating

for violence and terrorism” and involve-
ment in activities supporting Hamas, has
self-deported.

Ranjani Srinivasan, a citizen and
national of India, entered the United
States on a F-1 student visa as a doctor-
al student in Urban Planning at
Columbia University, the Department of
Homeland Security said in a statement
on Friday. It added that Srinivasan was
“involved in activities supporting”
Hamas, a terrorist organisation. 

The Department of State had revoked
her visa on March 5. The Department
of Homeland Security said it has
obtained video footage of Srinivasan
using the Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) Home App to self-
deport on March 11.

Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi
Noem said in the statement that it is a
“privilege to be granted a visa to live and
study in the United States of America”.
“When you advocate for violence and
terrorism, that privilege should be
revoked, and you should not be in this
country. I am glad to see one of the
Columbia University terrorist sympathis-
ers use the CBP Home app to self-
deport,” Noem said.

The Department of Homeland
Security had, on March 10, launched the
CBP Home app with a self-deportation
reporting feature for those illegally stay-
ing in the country. Individuals illegally
staying in the country can use the CBP
Home mobile phone application to sub-
mit their intent to depart the country.
The CBP app gives such individuals the

option to “leave now and self-deport, so
they may still have the opportunity to
return legally in the future and live the
American dream. If they don’t, we will
find them, we will deport them, and they
will never return”, the Homeland Security
Department said.

Another student, Leqaa Kordia, a
Palestinian from West Bank, was arrest-
ed by ICE HSI Newark officers for over-
staying her expired F-1 student visa. Her
visa terminated on January 26, 2022 for
lack of attendance. Previously, in April
2024, Kordia was arrested for her

involvement in pro-Hamas protests at
Columbia University in New York City,
the department said.

Last week, the Trump administration
had announced the immediate cancel-
lation of approximately USD 400 million
in federal grants and contracts to
Columbia University due to the “school’s
continued inaction in the face of persis-
tent harassment of Jewish students”. The
Department of Justice (DOJ),
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), Department of
Education (ED) and the US General
Services Administration (GSA) took the
action as members of the Joint Task Force
to Combat Anti-Semitism. 

Visa revoked for Indian
in US supporting Hamas

Tariff Par Tariff: Global
trade war escalates

President Donald Trump speaks at the Justice Department in Washington PTI

Police personnel stand guard in front of a temple after an alleged blast here, in Amritsar’s
Khandwala area PTI PHOTO

Pothere Nilaj village become
the first village in Solapur to
adopt a resolution in 2022
banning customs like removing
a widow’s mangalsutra, toe
ring, and wiping her sindoor

The ECI on March 2 said that
identical EPIC numbers or
series were allotted to some
electors from different states
and Union Territories due to a
decentralised and manual
mechanism

Terror rears its head in Punjab again

When you advocate for
violence and terrorism you

should not be in this country. I
am glad to see one of the
Columbia University terrorist
sympathisers use the CBP Home
app to self-deport.

KRISTI NOEM, SECRETARY OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY

Continued on >> P2
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EPIC Aadhaar link on cards
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MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

In a bid to corner the newly elected
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah over
the existing Reservation policy, the
opposition party leaders have started

mounting pressure by exposing the 
delicate fault lines between two 
distinct regions of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

After the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) demanded fair representation for
the open merit candidates based on their
total population, the Peoples Conference
President, Sajad Lone, Saturday launched
a scathing attack against the UT admin-
istration, claiming that the whole reserva-
tion concept was rigged against Kashmir.

After the formation of the popular gov-
ernment in Jammu and Kashmir,
Reservation has become a major issue. The
Central government’s decision to add
more communities to the reserved catego-
ry and expand quotas in the UT over the
past five years raised the tension among
the open merit candidates.

There are increasing objections to the
Centre’s move to push the reservation
quota to 70 per cent in Jammu and
Kashmir. Addressing a press conference in
Srinagar, Lone also termed the statistics
revealed by the J&K government about 
the issuance of Reservation Certificates 
as ‘Shocker’.

According to data obtained through a
question posed by Lone, since April 1,
2023, the Jammu region has dominated

certificate issuance across nearly all cate-
gories. Scheduled Caste certificates were
issued exclusively in Jammu (67,112 cer-
tificates, 100%), with none in Kashmir.

In a post on X Sajad Lone said: “The
Scheduled Tribe category showed Jammu
issuing 459,493 certificates (85.3%), while
Kashmir issued only 79,813 (14.7%).
Similar imbalances exist in the
Economically Weaker Sections (92.3%
Jammu, 7.7% Kashmir), Actual Line of
Control (94.3% Jammu, 5.7% Kashmir),
and International Border categories (100%
Jammu). Even in the Reserved Backward
Area category, Jammu led with 52.8% of
certificates versus Kashmir’s 48.2%.”

Lone emphasised that these disparities
reveal a greater loss of quotas for the
Kashmiri-speaking population than pre-
viously anticipated, asserting that “the
whole reservation concept is rigged against
the Kashmiri-speaking population and
against ST or EWS living in Kashmir.”

He said that even ST populations resid-
ing in Kashmir are disadvantaged, com-
prising only 15% of total applicants from
the ST pool. “While RBA figures appear
more balanced, when adjusted for
Kashmir’s approximately 7% larger pop-
ulation, the region still lags behind Jammu
proportionally,” he added.

Lone also criticised the committee

established by the government on
December 10, 2024, to address these
grievances, noting that it lacks a 
specific timeline for submitting its report
despite previous indications of a six-
month deadline.

In a written reply to the query of Sajad
Lone, Cabinet Minister Sakeena Itoo, the
minister in-charge of social welfare, said
no specific timeline has been fixed for sub-
mitting the report.

“The Cabinet Sub Committee stands
constituted vide Government order No
2061-JKGAD of 2024, dated 10-12-2024
to examine the grievances projected by a
section of aspirants for various posts
regarding reservation rules. However, no
specific timeline has been fixed for sub-
mitting the report,” the minister said in
response to Lone, who had asked whether
a six months time period had been grant-
ed to the panel to review the existing reser-
vation policy.

The minister said 1,379 villages in
Jammu and 1,229 villages in Kashmir have
benefited under Reserved Backward Area
(RBA), while 551 villages of Jammu zone
have benefited under International Border
category. Similarly, 268 villages in Jammu
and 16 in Kashmir have benefited under
Actual line of Control (ALC) category.

The government has also issued 27,420
certificates to the Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) in Jammu division and
2,273 certificates to EWS in Kashmir val-
ley in the past two years, effective from
April 1, 2023.

Opposition mounts pressure on Omar
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The nominations and recommenda-
tions for the Padma awards 2026,
which will be given to distin-

guished people for their exceptional
achievements and service, began 
on Saturday.

The last date for nominations and rec-
ommendations for next year’s Padma
awards to be announced on the eve of
Republic Day 2026 is July 31, 2025,
according to an official statement.

The nominations and recommenda-
tions for Padma awards will only be
received online on the Rashtriya Puraskar
Portal (https://awards.Gov.In). The
Padma awards namely Padma
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma
Shri are amongst the highest civilian
awards of the country. Instituted in
1954, these awards are announced on the
eve of the Republic Day every year.

The awards seeks to recognise ‘work
of distinction’ and is given for distin-
guished and exceptional achievements
and service in all fields and disciplines
such as Art, Literature and Education,
Sports, Medicine, Social Work, Science
and Engineering, Public Affairs, Civil
Service, Trade and Industry etc. All per-
sons without distinction of race, occupa-
tion, position or sex are eligible for these
awards, the statement said.

The government servants, including
those working with PSUs, except doctors
and scientists, are not eligible for the

Padma awards. Ever since the Narendra
Modi government came to power in
2014, it has starter honouring the
“unsung heroes” by awarding them with
the Padma awards, thus transforming the
Padma awards into “People’s Padma”, 
officials said.

All citizens are, therefore, requested to
make nominations and recommenda-
tions, including self-nomination.

Concerted efforts may be made to
identify talented persons whose excel-
lence and achievements really deserve to
be recognised from amongst women,
weaker sections of the society, SCs & STs,
divyang persons and who are doing self-
less service to the society, the statement
said. The nominations and recommen-
dations should contain all relevant details
specified in the format available on the
above said portal, including a citation in
narrative form (maximum 800 words),
clearly bringing out the distinguished and
exceptional achievements or service of
the person recommended in her or his
respective field and discipline.

The details in this regard are also avail-
able under the heading ‘Awards and
Medals’ on the website of the Ministry of
Home Affairs (https://mha.Gov.In) and
on the Padma Awards Portal.
(https://padmaawards.Gov.In)

The statutes and rules relating to
these awards are available on the website 
with the link.
Https://padmaawards.Gov.In/AboutAwar
ds.Aspx.

Nominations, recommendations

for Padma awards 2026 begin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

Two of the five railway officials
shunted out after the tragic stampede
that killed 18 passengers at the New

Delhi Railway Station have been given
fresh postings in the Northern Railway
Headquarter.

The officials said these positions are con-
sidered “punishment postings” as they do
not have any significant authority over 
rail operations.

The rail administration had following
the tragedy shunted out five officials on
March 4, 2025 in four separate orders.

Mahesh Yadav, who was removed from
the post of station director, has been reas-
signed as Deputy Chief Operation
Manager (Dy COM) for Freight
Operations Information System (FOIS) at
the Norther Railway Headquarter in New
Delhi. According to a notice issued by the
Northern Railway (NR) on March 12,
2025, the post of Senior Divisional
Operation Manager for Goods ( Sr DOM
G) of Delhi Division was transferred to NR

Headquarter and redesignated as Dy
COM (FOIS) NR.

Anand Mohan, the second official
shunted out from the position of Senior
Divisional Commercial Manager (Sr
DCM) for passenger services (PS) in the
Delhi Division, has been posted as Deputy
Chief Operation Manager of Coaching (Dy
COM Chg). The other two officials
Divisional Railway Manager (DRM)
Sukhwinder Singh and Additional
Divisional Railway Manager (ADRM)
Vikram Singh Rana are yet to get fresh
postings. The fifth official Mahesh Chand
Saini, who was posted as Assistant Security
Commissioner of Railway Protection
Force at the New Delhi Railway Station,
was sent to Kota soon after his transfer
order. Railway sources said that a high-level
inquiry is underway to fix the accountabil-
ity of those whose negligence led to the
tragedy. “Officials guilty of negligence will
not be let off with mere transfers. Strict
actions follow once the report is submit-
ted to the higher authorities,” a senior rail-
way official said.

BJP MLAs during the Budget session of the J&K Assembly in Jammu on Saturday PTI

NDLS stampede: Two
transferred officials get
posting in NR headquarter PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n

Lucknow/Sambhal

The whitewashing of the outer wall
of the Shahi Jama Masjid in Uttar
Pradesh’s Sambhal is likely begin on

Sunday, a mosque official said.
Secretary of Shahi Jama Masjid Masood

Farooqui on Saturday said an
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) team
came to the mosque around noon and
held a discussion about how much labour
and material is required. 

“We are trying to start it today, other-
wise it will begin tomorrow,” he said.

The Allahabad High Court on March
12 directed the ASI to undertake and
complete the whitewashing at the mosque
within one week. 

Following the High Court order, an ASI
team carried out measurements and
assessments on March 13. After this the
Shahi Jama Masjid’s president Zafar Ali
had said that the painting work will begin
at the mosque after Holi. Farooqui 
said, “These people (ASI) are saying that
they will start from tomorrow. We have
told them that the High Court has given
seven days, out of which three days 
have passed.” 

Three people have come here as a part
of the ASI team, he said. “The ASI has
brought labourers and we will also
arrange for some locally.” The whitewash-
ing pertains only to the outer wall of
Shahi Jama Masjid, Advocate Hari
Shankar Jain, representing the Hindu
side, said. After hearing counsels for the
parties, Justice Rohit Ranjan Agarwal also

directed the Archeological Survey of
India (ASI) to install lights on the outer
portion of the mosque.

Earlier on Monday, the Allahabad
High Court had directed the counsel
appearing for the ASI to come up with
specific averments as to what prejudice
would whitewashing the outer walls of the
mosque cause.

Whitewashing of Sambhal’s Jama Masjid
outer wall likely to begin on Sunday
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A23-year-old man was arrested for
allegedly morphing women’s pho-
tos and contacting them on social

media to blackmail them, a Delhi Police
official said on Saturday.

Amritsar resident Madhav Singh
allegedly demanded `5 Lakh from a
woman, threatening that he would circu-
late the images online if she failed to pay.

A phone containing several manipulat-
ed photos was recovered from his posses-
sion after he was arrested in northwest
Delhi, police said in a statement.

During questioning, Madhav alleged-
ly confessed to the crime, saying he black-
mailed the women for “amusement”.

“A complaint of extortion and cyber-
bullying was received from a woman 
who alleged that she had been contacted
by a man through social media. Over
time, the accused gained her trust and
obtained her photographs,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Northwest)
Bhisham Singh said.

Madhav Singh allegedly used multiple

fake IDs on social media to conceal his
identity and refrained from sharing any
personal details such as his mobile num-
ber or address, making it difficult to trace
him, he said.

However, through digital forensics,
technical surveillance and manual analy-
sis, police were able to track his online
activity and identify him, the DCP said.

After sustained efforts, police suc-
cessfully apprehended him and the phone
used in the crime was seized, he said.

The case remains under investigation
as police seek to identify additional 
victims or potential accomplices involved
in similar crimes, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Northwest)
Bhisham Singh  said.

China routinely
sends ships and warplanes into airspace
and waters near Taiwan, built military
bases on human-made islands in the
South China Sea and recently staged sur-
prise live-fire exercises in the Tasman Sea
between Australia 

and New Zealand for which it gave no
advance notice. 

Australia’s aviation authority said it
learned of the drills just 30 minutes before
they began, not from Beijing but from a
pilot flying in the area, and 49 commer-
cial flights were forced to alter their flight
paths in response. 

The G7 did not mention the drills in 
its statement.

“We share a growing concern at recent,
unjustifiable efforts to restrict such free-
dom and to expand jurisdiction through
use of force and other forms of coercion,
including across the Taiwan Strait, and in
the South China Sea, the Red Sea, and the
Black Sea,” the G7 said. 

China has the world’s largest navy,
including three aircraft carriers, with a
fourth on the way. It has a base in
Sheikhdom of Djibouti in the Horn of
Africa and consistently has expanded the
range of the force.

The Education
Department said in a press release that
Columbia University currently holds more
than USD 5 billion in federal grant com-
mitments.

President Donald Trump has asserted
that any college or university that allows
illegal protests and repeatedly fails to pro-
tect students from anti-Semitic harassment
on campus will be subject to the loss of fed-
eral funding.

Secretary of Education Linda McMahon
has said since October 7, 2023, when
Hamas attacked Israel, “Jewish students
have faced relentless violence, intimidation,
and anti-Semitic harassment on their
campuses only to be ignored by those who
are supposed to protect them.”

“Universities must comply with all fed-

eral anti-discrimination laws if they are
going to receive federal funding. For too
long, Columbia has abandoned that oblig-
ation to Jewish students studying on its
campus.... We demonstrate to Columbia
and other universities that we will not tol-
erate their appalling inaction any longer,”
McMahon has said. In the spring of last
year, large-scale pro-Palestinian protests by
students against the war in Gaza erupted
across US campuses as well as at Columbia
University that saw encampments on the
West Lawn of Columbia’s Morningside
campus since April 19.

The Trump administration has arrest-
ed Columbia University graduate and
legal permanent resident Mahmoud Khalil
for his role in leading campus protests at
Columbia against Israel. Khalil, who is of

Palestinian heritage, was detained by
immigration authorities and has been sent
to a detention centre in Louisiana.

On Thursday, the Columbia University
Judicial Board issued “sanctions” to stu-
dents ranging from “multi-year suspen-
sions, temporary degree revocations, and
expulsions” related to the occupation of
Hamilton Hall last spring during the
Gaza protests.

“With respect to other events taking
place last spring, the UJB’s determinations
recognised previously imposed disciplinary
action. The return of suspended students
will be overseen by Columbia’s University
Life Office. Columbia is committed to
enforcing the University’s Rules and
Policies and improving our disciplinary
processes,” the university said.

Visa revoked for Indian in US supporting Hamas
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Tariff Par Tariff:
Global trade
war escalates

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dergaon
(Assam)

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Saturday inaugurated the first
phase of the revamped police

academy at Dergaon in Golaghat district.
He also laid the foundation stone for

the next phase.
After the inauguration, Shah was

apprised of the facilities at the ‘Lachit
Barphukan Police Academy’ by DGP
Harmeet Singh. Shah then took a tour of
the building, where senior officials also
clicked photographs with the home min-
ister. He was accompanied by Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and
Union minister Sarbananda Sonowal,
among others.

Shah arrived in Dergaon on Friday
evening for a three-day tour of Assam and
Mizoram. Spread over 340 acres, the acad-
emy is being refurbished at an estimated
cost of `1,024 Crore in two phases, offi-
cials said. The `167.4 Crore first phase
includes a five-story building housing
smart classrooms, weapon stimulator,
research labs and administrative offices,
among other facilities, besides a museum
and a modern parade ground.

“This modern infrastructure is
designed to give the trainees both theo-
retical and practical aspects of police
training seamlessly,” an official said.

The weapon training stimulator will

help in preparing law enforcement per-
sonnel for real-world combat scenarios in
a completely safe environment without
involving risks, hazards and costs, he said.

The stimulator can be adapted to a
number of firearms to impart basic
training, hone firing skills and test the skill
level of the trainees. It is aimed at train-

ing recruits for special courses as well as
in commando training, the official said.

The smart classrooms will feature
interactive digital boards and personal
computers. The building will also have
library, computer labs and seminar rooms.

A museum and a modern parade
ground have also been constructed as part

of the first phase, the official said.
Housing infrastructure at the academy

is proposed to be developed in the 
second phase at a cost of `425.48 
Crore.

It will provide residential quarters for
240 families, hostels for 312 officers/per-
sonnel and 2,640 trainees, he added. 

Shah inaugurates first phase of police academy in Assam

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Jaipur

Rajasthan Police personnel in sev-
eral districts of the state distanced
themselves from Holi celebrations

on Saturday in support of their demands
including promotions and removing
salary discrepancies.

Former chief minister Ashok Gehlot
demanded that Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma immediately intervene in the
matter and look into the demands of 
the policemen. 

Cabinet minister Kirodi Lal Meena
also came in support of the demands
and said he would raise the issue with
the government.

Traditionally, policemen celebrate
the festival of colour on the day of
Dhulandi as they remain engaged in law
and order duty on the day of the festi-
val. The next day of the Dhulandi, they
gather in police lines to celebrate Holi.

As usual, arrangements for Holi cel-
ebrations were made by senior officers
in police lines across the state. However,
police lines in Jaipur, Jodhpur, Udaipur
and other districts remained empty.

In Kota, Bharatpur, Pali, Sawai
Madhopur and Bhilwara, celebrations
continued with policemen playing Holi
with senior officers including SPs,
smearing Gulal and colours on each
other and dancing to DJ music.

Kota SP Amrita Duhan danced to the
DJ beats with female police personnel.
Similarly, in Bharatpur, SP Mridul
Kachhawa played Holi with officers.

However, the number of policemen
participating was less than usual.

In Bhilwara’s police ground, a Holi
Milan ceremony was scheduled from 9
am to 12 pm on Saturday. Senior offi-
cers including SP Dharmendra Singh
played Holi.

The main demands of police person-
nel revolve around promotions and
salary discrepancies. They are calling for
timely Departmental Promotion
Committees (DPCs) meetings to ensure
promotions, similar to other depart-
ments, increase in mess allowance
among others.

“The boycott of Holi is for pressing
for your long-standing demands,” a
policeman in Jaipur said.

In a post on X, Gehlot said, “After
contributing to the joyous and peace-
ful celebration of Holi across the state
yesterday, the policemen are boycotting
Holi today. I appeal to Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma to immediately inter-
vene in this matter and take a positive
decision on the demands of the police-
men to play Holi.”

Man held for morphing women’s photos 

Rajasthan cops
boycott Holi
celebrations; seeks
removal of salary
discrepancies

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the inauguration of Lachit Barphukan Police Academy, in Golaghat on Saturday PTI

Amritsar resident Madhav Singh
allegedly demanded `5 Lakh
from a woman, threatening that
he would circulate the images
online if she failed to pay
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An injured black kite was rescued
from National Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval’s residence and

later released into the wild after
successful rehabilitation by Wildlife SOS,
a statement issued on Saturday said. The
rescue occurred on Thursday when the
bird was found stranded inside the
security control room of Doval’s
residence, the statement said. The kite
was found collapsed on the floor unable
to take flight due to visible wing injuries,
it added.

Acting swiftly, the security personnel
contacted the Wildlife SOS 24x7
emergency helpline to ensure the bird
received immediate care. The staff
carefully placed the distressed bird in a
secure box to prevent further harm
before the rescue team arrived, the
statement said. Wildlife SOS responders
transported the injured raptor to their
transit facility for medical treatment and
rehabilitation. After a thorough
veterinary assessment, the bird was
treated for wing injuries and kept under
observation. With dedicated care and
nutritional support, the black kite
gradually regained strength and was
deemed fit for release, it added.

Wildlife SOS Co-founder and CEO
Kartick Satyanarayan emphasised the
importance of protecting urban wildlife.

“This incident highlights the pressing
need to safeguard birds of prey like 
black kites, which often suffer injuries
from collisions with buildings and other
man-made structures. Timely
intervention is crucial to ensuring their
survival,” he said.

Wildlife SOS co-founder and secretary
Geeta Seshamani praised the security
staff and said “their prompt action was
instrumental in saving this bird’s life”.

Injured black kite
rescued from NSA
Doval’s residence
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Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
and Minister Parvesh Verma paid
homage to former Chief Minister

Sahib Singh Verma on his 82th birth
anniversary on Saturday. Verma also con-
ducted a ‘havan’ during a prayer meeting
of his late father Sahib Singh Verma. The
event saw the presence of several leaders
from the Delhi BJP unit, including
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, Kapil Mishra and
Mohan Singh Bisht etc, who paid homage
to the late leader.

Speaking at the prayer meet, the Chief
Minister reminisced about her association
with Sahib Singh Verma and the impact
he had on Delhi’s political landscape. “I feel
fortunate to continue the work he left
behind. Our responsibility is to take Delhi
forward from here,” she said.

Gupta said she shares a brother-sister
bond with her Cabinet colleague Parvesh
Verma, son of former Chief Minister late
Sahib Singh Verma.

Pointing out that it didn’t matter who
held the chief minister’s chair, Gupta
vowed to fulfil the late BJP leader’s dreams
for Delhi together with Parvesh Verma.

Gupta said Parvesh Verma could also have
been made the chief minister and she a
minister, and things would have been just
the same for her. 

“In Indian society, the elder sister is often
entrusted with responsibility first,” Gupta
said, welcoming the fact that the “sister”
is now the CM of Delhi, while the “broth-
er” is serving as a minister.

Gupta also praised the late leader’s con-
tributions to Delhi’s development and
expressed her commitment to carry for-
ward his work. “We will work together like

a brother and sister to carry forward the
unfinished work of Sahib Singh Verma,”
Gupta said, describing the late leader as
a guiding force in everyone’s life, includ-
ing her own.

Recalling an incident, Gupta said when
she became the president of Delhi
University Students Union (DUSU), Sahib
Singh, who was the CM at the time, called
her to congratulate and encourage her.
Earlier in the day, Gupta took to X to pay
tribute to the late CM. “Tributes to former
Delhi CM late Sahib Singh Verma on his

birth anniversary. His contribution to the
service of Delhi and the nation will always
be inspiring. He gave a new direction to
society with his determination, hard work,
and public welfare policies. His dedicated
life will continue to inspire us to serve the
people and work in national interest,” she
posted. Highlighting his father’s vision for
long-term development projects, Parvesh
Verma said, “We aim to undertake work
which will be beneficial not just for five
years, but for the next 50 years.”

Remembering his father on the occa-
sion, Verma said the government will
complete the latter’s unfinished work in
the Delhi. “Nearly three decades ago,
Delhi embarked on a transformative
path under BJP leadership. However,
political conflicts hindered progress.
Today, we stand resolute in fulfilling his
dream of a Viksit Delhi,” Verma said.
Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra echoed
similar sentiments, emphasising Sahib
Singh Verma’s lasting influence. 

Born on March 15, 1943, in Mundka vil-
lage, Sahib Singh Verma served as the
fourth CM of Delhi from February 27,
1996, to October 12, 1998. He passed away
on June 30, 2007, at the age of 64.

Rekha, Parvesh pay homage to ex-CM Sahib Singh
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Delhi Public Works Department
(PWD) Minister Parvesh Verma
on Saturday conducted an
inspection of the ongoing

drainage construction project at the
Rohtak Road to review its progress.  The
road, a key corridor connecting Haryana
to Delhi, has been in poor condition,
prompting multiple complaints from 
local residents, an official statement of the
PWD said.

The 18-kilometre stretch from
Peeragarhi Chowk to Tikri Border is set
for redevelopment. The drainage construc-
tion is expected to cost approximately ̀ 115
Crore and is scheduled for completion
within 14 months. Since this project
involves areas where Indraprastha Gas
Limited (IGL) and three Delhi Metro sta-
tions are located, necessary permissions
will be required.

Earlier this month, the Delhi govern-
ment handed over the responsibility of
construction of the 18-kilometre stretch
from Peeragarhi Chowk to Tikri Border
(Delhi-Haryana border) to the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI).
PWD will handle the drainage work while
NHAI will take over the construction,
Verma said. According to the statement,
the stretch is undergoing redevelopment,
with drainage work estimated to cost `115
Crore and expected to be completed
within 14 months.

Given that the stretch includes areas
near three Delhi Metro stations and
Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) pipelines,
necessary approvals will be required. The
minister has directed officials to fast-track
the permission process to prevent unnec-
essary delays.

“Delays in obtaining approvals lead to
higher costs. This should be prioritised so
that work continues without interruptions,”

Verma said during the inspection.
Highlighting the poor condition of

Rohtak Road, Verma criticised the lack of
attention from previous government.

“People often complained that no gov-
ernment representative ever visited this
area. Now, drainage work has begun, and
the entire road has been handed over to
NHAI. PWD and the Flood Control
Department are working together to
ensure smooth execution,” he said.

Emphasising strict quality control, the
PWD minister issued a warning to con-
tractors and officials. 

“We are building roads and drainage sys-
tems that should last for years. If there is
any compromise on quality, the contrac-
tor will be blacklisted, and responsible offi-
cials will face suspension,” he said.

Verma also pointed out that bad roads
contribute to rising pollution levels in the
city due to dust and congestion. He

assured residents that the Delhi govern-
ment is committed to constructing high-
quality and long-lasting roads.

Speaking to reporters, Verma said 
that he shares a personal connection with
the project.

“My village, Mundka, the birthplace of
my father and former chief minister Sahib
Singh Verma is located nearby. For years,
people have complained about the dust and
dirt on this road. Last week, we officially
transferred this stretch to NHAI. PWD will
handle the drainage work, while NHAI will
construct the road,” he said.

PWD Minister Parvesh Verma further
added that the government is determined
to eliminate the gap in road quality
between Haryana and Delhi. 

“Delhi’s roads will be built to the high-
est standards. If we are paying the full
amount, there should be no compromise
in construction quality,” he asserted.

Verma inspects Rohtak
Road, review progress 

Delhi Minister Parvesh Verma inspects the Rohtak Road with officials and reviews the progress of
development works PIONEER PHOTO
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Traffic violations surged by more
than 100 per cent during Holi cel-
ebrations this year. According to

Delhi Police, a total of 7,230 challans
were issued on Holi this year, marking
a sharp increase from 3,589 violations
recorded in 2024,

The Delhi Police issued a total of
1,213 challans for drunken driving on
the occasion of Holi, marking a signif-
icant increase compared to 824 challans
last year. Similarly, helmet-related vio-
lations increased by 56 per cent to 2,376
this year from 1,524 challans in 2024.

Delhi police said that other offenses,
including triple-riding, tinted glass vio-
lations and driving without seat belts
also saw an increase. A total of 573 chal-
lans were issued for triple-riding and 97
for tinted glass violations this year.
According to the statement, about
1,241 violators were booked for other
traffic offenses last year on Holi, with
it rising by 139 per cent in 2025 with a
total of 2,971 violators booked.

Additional Commissioner of Police
(Traffic) Dinesh Kumar Gupta stated,
“Keeping in view the Holi celebrations
on Friday, the Delhi Traffic Police
implemented extensive arrangements to
ensure the safety of pedestrians and
motorists. Special measures were taken
to curb incidents of drunken driving,
triple-riding, underage driving, and
stunt performances on two-wheelers.” 

The officer added that 84 special
teams equipped with alcometres to
check drunken driving and 40 joint
checking teams that comprised traffic
police and local police personnel, were
deployed at major intersections, drink-
ing hotspots and vulnerable locations
across the capital. 

These teams were stationed from 8
am to midnight to detect and prosecute
traffic violators, he said.
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Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Saturday received feedback
from the farmers ahead of the

Budget of the BJP government to be
tabled on March 25 and assured them
of solving all their problems. 

In an interaction held at the Delhi
Secretariat, the farmers raised several
key concerns, including beautification
of village ponds, utilisation of gram
sabha land, electricity connections for
rural areas, implementation of Land
Pooling Policy with immediate effect,
subsidy on fertilisers and seeds, expan-
sion of Lal Dora and modern irrigation
methods and access to central govern-
ment schemes.

They also said that the diesel-run trac-
tors of farmers were seized after com-
pleting 10 years, and demanded the gov-
ernment to allow the use of tractors for
farming purposes for up to 20 years. The
aim of this dialogue was to identify chal-
lenges faced by farmers, promote agri-
cultural growth, and accelerate rural
development in Delhi. Several key sug-
gestions were received during the dis-
cussion, which will help shape effective
Budget policies.

“We called the farmers from every
corner of Delhi to consult about the
Budget. They have shared their sugges-
tions with us,” Gupta said.

Gupta emphasised that farmers play
a crucial role not only as “annadaata” but
also in maintaining Delhi’s green and
sustainable environment. Gupta assured
that the government will take necessary
steps to address the concerns raised dur-
ing the meeting. She reiterated that
Delhi’s farmers contribute significantly
not only to food production but also to
the city’s greenery. The government is
committed to prioritising their needs
and will ensure that their suggestions are
included in the upcoming budget.

Besides the Chief Minister, PWD
Minister Parvesh Verma was also pre-
sent in the interaction session. Gupta
said that the previous governments did
nothing for farmers and neglected their
needs but the double-engine govern-
ment of the BJP will address every issue
faced by them.

“Each suggestion received from the
farmers will be looked into and all the
problems will be resolved,” she said. The
Delhi government with the help of the
Centre will make every effort to ensure
property in rural areas and villages of
Delhi, she added.

Verma reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to completing rural infra-
structure projects related to Education,
Healthcare, Roads and connectivity
and Electricity supply. He assured farm-
ers that the government will always be
accessible to them and will ensure that
their concerns are addressed effective-
ly. The five-day Budget session of the
Delhi Assembly will begin on March 25.
The BJP government headed by Rekha
Gupta will table a Viksit Delhi Budget
for 2025-26.

On March 6, the CM held an inter-
active session with traders, businessmen,
and business organisations to seek their
suggestions for the Budget.

CM receives feedback from
farmers ahead of Budget
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The National Capital Region
Transport Corporation (NCRTC)
is set to launch Metro-Desk, a co-

working space at the Ghaziabad Namo
Bharat station.

This initiative aims to transform tran-
sit spaces into business-friendly hubs,
marking a first-of-its-kind co-working
model within the Namo Bharat network,
the statement read. 

Designed to cater to professionals,
entrepreneurs and small businesses in
Ghaziabad, the workspace will be locat-
ed in the station’s concourse area, it stat-
ed. It will feature 42 open workstations,
11 private cabins, and two meeting
rooms, accommodating up to 42 individ-
uals and 11 companies at a time, it read.
It also mentioned that the facility will
offer high-speed internet, plug-and-play
workstations, and modern amenities to
ensure seamless productivity. 

Ghaziabad Namo Bharat Station, posi-
tioned at Meerut Tiraha Mor, sits at the
crossroads of the Ghaziabad-Meerut

route and benefits from its proximity to
Shahid Sthal Delhi Metro Station, it stat-
ed. According to the statement, the
heavy footfall in this area makes it an
ideal location for a co-working space,
reducing commute time and offering easy
accessibility for professionals. 

The facility will integrate smart access
through biometric entry and digital key
cards, along with a dedicated digital plat-
form for reservations, membership man-
agement and cashless transactions, it stat-
ed. Additional features will include video
conferencing setups, wireless screen
sharing, tech-enabled brainstorming
zones, and reliable fibre-optic connectiv-
ity for seamless virtual meetings, it said. 

NCRTC is also allocating commercial
spaces within and around Namo Bharat
stations to enhance passenger amenities
and generate non-fare revenue, it stated. 

Currently, Namo Bharat operates on a
55-km stretch from New Ashok Nagar to
Meerut South, covering eleven stations.
The full 82-km corridor, including the
Meerut Metro, is expected to be complet-
ed by 2025, it added.

NCRTC to launch Metro-Desk at

Ghaziabad Namo Bharat station

7,230 challans
issued on Holi:
Delhi Police
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Delhi witnessed its cleanest air on
Saturday with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) recorded at 85, the

lowest in the last three years for the peri-
od from January 1 to March 15. 

The national capital has witnessed a
‘Satisfactory’ AQI in the month of March,
for the first time in five years since 2020.
The sharp drop in pollution levels prompt-
ed the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) to lift all curbs
under the Graded Response Action Plan
from across NCR with immediate effect.
The favourable AQI reading comes a day
after parts of Delhi-NCR witnessed light
rainfall, keeping the summer heat at bay.

The 24-hour average AQI stood at 85

at 4 pm on Saturday, placing it in the
‘Satisfactory’ category, according to the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
This is the first ‘Satisfactory’ air quality day
of 2025.

An AQI between 0 and 50 is considered
‘Good,’ 51-100 is ‘Satisfactory,’ 101-200 is
‘Moderate,’ 201-300 is ‘Poor,’ 301-400 is
‘Very Poor,’ and 401-500 is ‘Severe.’

The Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) also shared on its
X account, stating, “Today, Delhi record-
ed an average AQI of 85, the lowest in the
last three years for the period from 1st
January to 15th March. Today’s AQI is also
the first day of the current year with a
‘Satisfactory’ AQI (AQI 51-100).”

It further mentioned that Delhi has wit-
nessed a ‘Satisfactory’ AQI in March for

the first time in five years, since 2020.
Meanwhile, the maximum temperature

in Delhi on Saturday was 33 degrees
Celsius, 4.1 degrees Celsius above the sea-
sonal average, according to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

The minimum temperature was 18.7
degrees Celsius, while humidity levels fluc-
tuated between 62 per cent and 50 per
cent. On Friday, Delhi experienced its
hottest day of the year, with the mercury
reaching 36.2 degrees Celsius, 7.3 degrees
Celsius above normal, the IMD stated.

The weather department has predict-
ed generally cloudy skies with light rain
or drizzle on Sunday. The maximum and
minimum temperatures are expected to
be around 32 degrees Celsius and 17
degrees Celsius, respectively.

Delhi witnesses ‘Satisfactory’ AQI in March, lowest in three years
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Four people have been arrested for
stabbing a delivery company’s cash
collection agent in a robbery

attempt in Dwarka area, an official said
on Saturday.

The accused identified as Bhagirath
(22), Sumit (22), Vivek Mehra (21) and
Vicky Verma (24) are first-time offend-
ers and have committed the crime 
after being influenced by social media
reels, he said.

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Dwarka) Ankit Singh said, “The victim,
Abhimanyu Kumar, was on his way to the
office on March 8, when two motorcy-
cle-borne assailants intercepted him at a
secluded spot. When he resisted the rob-
bery attempt, one of the accused pulled
out a knife and stabbed him multiple
times on his neck and stomach, before
fleeing the scene.”

A PCR van rushed Abhimanyu to

Indira Gandhi Hospital, where he under-
went treatment. Based on his statement,
a case was registered at the Dwarka North
police station and a team was formed to
track down the accused, the DCP said.

During the investigation, police
analysed CCTV footage in the sur-
rounding areas and identified some sus-
pects. Further scrutiny of their social
media accounts and technical surveil-
lance helped in tracking them down, the
DCP added.

He said during interrogation, the
accused admitted that they were inspired
by social media reels and identified a cash
collection agent as the target for robbery.
Bhagirath, who first identified the target,
roped in the other three. 

Following their arrest, police recovered
two motorcycles they travelled on, the
knife used for stabbing, and the blood-
stained clothes of the accused. The four
men were employed as housekeeping staff
and motorcycle mechanics, the DCP said.

Four held for stabbing, robbing
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In a road rage case, a man allegedly hit
another on the head with a liquor bot-
tle and used the broken bottle to slit

his throat, following a heated argument
in east Delhi, officials said on Saturday.

The incident happened when the
motorcycles belonging to the victim and
the accused collided on Friday, leading to
a dispute near National Highway (NH)-
24 in Kalyan Puri. Police teams arrested
two men Pankaj Kumar Sinha (30) and
Jeetu (27), they said.

Ashish (24), a tea-seller, was returning
after Holi celebrations with his friends
when he was killed.

“On March 14, a PCR call was received
at the Kalyan Puri Police Station regard-
ing an attack near NH-24. The caller
reported that two bike-borne men assault-
ed another man with a bottle, slashing his
throat before fleeing towards Raj Nagar,
Ghaziabad,” Deputy Commissioner of

Police (East) Abhishek Dhania said.
The police teams reached the spot 

and found out that the victim was 
rushed to a nearby hospital where was
declared dead.

According to the officer, Vikas who was
with Ashish when the incident happened
said they were heading home to Khoda
after playing Holi.

“As they crossed the NH-24 turn,
their motorcycle was hit by a motorcycle
carrying two people approaching from

Mandawali. A heated argument followed
during which one of the bikers took out
a liquor bottle from his pocket and
struck Ashish on the head,” the Deputy
Commissioner of Police said.

He added that the bottle shattered and
the assailant then used a sharp piece of
the bottle and slashed Ashish’s neck,
which killed him. Both suspects then fled
the scene, the officer said.

A case was registered in the matter 
and further investigation was underway.
Multiple teams were formed to probe 
the matter

The accused’s movement was tracked
after analysing CCTV and automatic
number plate recognition (ANPR)
footage, scrutinising call records, leading
to the arrest of the two prime suspects,
he said.

Pankaj is from Uttar Pradesh’s
Ghaziabad and Jeetu from Delhi’s
Mandawali and both have prior cases,
police said.

Man slits throat with liquor bottle, dies
The incident happened when
the motorcycles belonging to
the victim and the accused
collided on Friday, leading to a
dispute near NH-24 in Kalyan
Puri. Police teams arrested two
men, Pankaj Kumar Sinha (30)
and Jeetu (27), they said
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

In an interesting turn of development,
the Congress on Saturday paid rich
tributes to Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)

founder late Kanshi Ram on his 91st birth
anniversary, with senior leader Rahul
Gandhi saying his struggle for the rights
of Dalits, deprived and exploited “will con-
tinue to guide us” at every step in the fight
for social justice.

“Respectful tributes to the great social
reformer, Honourable Kanshi Ram Ji, on
his birth anniversary. His struggle for the
rights of Dalits, deprived and exploited will
continue to guide us at every step in this
fight for social justice,” Rahul Gandhi said
in a post on X.

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
also paid tributes to the late BSP leader.

“We pay our humble tributes on the
birth anniversary of great social reformer,
Manyawar Kanshi Ram Ji, who con-
tributed significantly in connecting the
Dalit, deprived, exploited and backward
classes of the society with the mainstream
of Indian politics,” Kharge posted on X.

“He left an indelible mark as a pioneer
of equality and social justice,” he added.

Born in Punjab’s Rupnagar on March 15,
1934, Kanshi Ram worked for the uplift-

ment and political mobilisation of people
belonging to backward classes.

He founded the All India Backwards and
Minorities Communities Employees
Federation (BAMCEF) in 1971, the Dalit
Shoshit Samaj Sangharsh Samiti in 1981,
before forming the BSP in 1984.

Congress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra also hailed Kanshi Ram and
lauded his contributions to the fight for the
rights of the Dalits and the deprived.

“Respectful tributes to the strong voice
for the rights of Dalits, deprived, exploit-
ed and backward classes, pioneer of social
justice and Bahujan leader, Honourable
Kanshi Ram Ji, on his birth anniversary,”
Priyanka Gandhi said in a post in Hindi
on X. “Honourable Kanshi Ram Ji gave
new heights to social justice and constitu-
tional values? through his thoughts and
social movements. His thoughts will con-
tinue to inspire generations,” she added.

Kanshi Ram was elected to the Lok
Sabha from Etawah in Uttar Pradesh in
1991 and from Hoshiarpur in Punjab in
1996. He also served as a Rajya Sabha
member from 1998 to 2004.

The BSP stalwart passed away on
October 9, 2006, in Delhi at the age of 71.
The Congress also paid tributes to the BSP
founder from its official X handle. 

Kanshi Ram continues to
guide us: Rahul Gandhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The BJP on Saturday slammed the
Karnataka Government’s
decision to reserve four per cent

of government contracts for Muslims as
unconstitutional, alleging that it is part
of the Congress’ appeasement politics
and will weaken the national unity.

Addressing a press conference, BJP
leader and former Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad also asked Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi to explain his
“extraordinary fondness” for Vietnam,
claiming the Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha is spending more time in
that country than his constituency.

Gandhi is said to be in Vietnam
during Holi after spending time there
during the New Year as well, he
claimed. “The frequency of his visit to
that country is very curious,” Prasad
said. He accused Gandhi of seeking to
lead the Congress in the competitive
communal and vote bank politics
among opposition parties, claiming
that he is behind the Karnataka
government’s decision for quota for
Muslim contractors.

Such a decision may seem small but
developments like these add up to have

serious national implications, Prasad
said, wondering if there is any limit to
such competitive appeasement politics
and if separate queues for Muslims in
buying cinema and train tickets will
come next. The former law minister
claimed that such decisions also
weaken the voice for those Muslims
who are against such politics and stand
for the country’s development. Prasad
said several demands for separate
treatment for Muslims during the
independence movement had finally
ended up in the country’s division.

He said the Supreme Court has
emphatically spoken against religion-
based reservations and expressed
confidence that the decision of the
Congress government in Karnataka will
be challenged in courts.

The Constitution makes provision
for reservation on the ground of social
and education backwardness, and
Muslims too have benefitted under it in
different states, he said.

The Karnataka government has given
its nod for amending the Karnataka
Transparency in Public Procurement
(KTPP) Act to provide four per cent
reservation in government tenders to
Muslim contractors.

BJP slams quota for Muslim
contractors in Karnataka 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The opposition INDIA bloc was
formed for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and not state polls, senior
CPI(M) leader Prakash Karat has

said and called for a broader platform of
secular opposition parties.

He also said that the alliance should be
looked at with a broader perspective so that
it would not be stifled solely by electoral
politics.

The Indian National Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA) of opposition
parties came together ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections to counter the BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance at the
Centre.

In an interview, Karat the CPI(M)
interim coordinator also said there had
been no discussions of the alliance at the
national level after the Lok Sabha elections
and added the constituent parties had their
own equations in the states.

“It is a fact that the formation of the
INDIA bloc and the cooperation between
its constituents in certain states, if not all,
definitely led to the BJP losing its major-
ity in the Lok Sabha...,” Karat said.

“Subsequently, assembly elections have
taken place and I think the biggest setback
for the opposition has been Maharashtra,
where the Maha Vikas Aghadi did very
well in the Lok Sabha polls and the BJP
alliance was reduced to a minority. But the
reverse happened in the assembly election,”
he added.

The veteran CPI(M) leader also said
they had not been able to come to any con-
clusion as the opposition alliance did very
well in Jharkhand.

“We are not yet able to come to any con-
clusion because the situation in states dif-
fer in a very big way. For instance, in
Jharkhand, the alliance in which most of
them are constituents of the INDIA bloc
was able to defeat the BJP,” Karat said.

“The general impression after these
assembly elections is that the BJP recov-
ered ground in these polls. But I think it
should not be directly linked to the for-
tunes of the INDIA bloc because the
INDIA bloc was primarily set up to face
the Lok Sabha elections,” he said.

The Left leader said there had not been

any discussions on how the alliance would
proceed in the post-Lok Sabha phase and
added there was a need for a broader oppo-
sition platform or unity among the secu-
lar opposition parties.

“I don’t think any discussion or thought
has been put into how to proceed with the
post-Lok Sabha phase. There is a need for
a broad opposition platform or unity of the
secular opposition parties. But it (INDIA
bloc) was not meant for specific state elec-
tions at that time. So, how you proceed
with a broad opposition unity or platform
in the coming days, I think, needs to be
looked at by all the constituents, discussed
and then some shape given to it,” he said.

Karat pointed out that alliances were
already in place in states such as Bihar and
Tamil Nadu. On the contrary, one could-
n’t expect the CPI(M) to come together
with the TMC in West Bengal and no one

could have expected AAP and the
Congress to join hands in Delhi.

“The real challenge is, post the Lok
Sabha elections, will this be only an elec-
toral platform? If it’s only for elections, then
election to election. The character of the
INDIA bloc for assembly elections is
going to be very complex,” he said.

“Many constituents of the INDIA bloc
cannot work together in assembly elec-
tions… So, I think the opposition unity
platform should not be linked purely to the
electoral field. Thought has to go in
because it came together as we were all
opposed to the Modi government and the
BJP,” he said.

Today, the Narendra Modi government
still exists or is in its third term and the
BJP is there as a ruling party, Karat said.
“If the opposition parties are still con-
cerned about the defence of democracy, of
secularism, of federalism, there are broad
parameters on which the secular opposi-
tion parties, I think, can find common
ground.” “It should be looked at from that
basis, then you can think of forward move-
ment,” he added.

The CPI(M) leader added that instead
of being stifled by conflicts and differing
views, the opposition parties should have
a “broader perspective”.

INDIA bloc formed for
Lok Sabha polls: Karat 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

In a rare incident, appellate tribunal
NCLAT has directed an investigation
into an order passed by the Chennai

bench of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT). 

The National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has directed the
President of NCLT to conduct an enquiry
into an order passed by it on March 15,
2022 saying it “cannot ignore the fact that
the manner in which the order of March
15, 2022, has been passed”, appears “dubi-
ous” and “not plausible”. The facts and sub-
missions in the matter “raise questions over
the functioning of NCLT”, the appellate tri-
bunal observed while passing the order.

“The President, NCLT, is requested to
look into the issue and conduct an
enquiry, particularly in order to attach fair-
ness to the proceedings of the NCLT so as
to repose confidence in the public at large
on these major issues,” said two-member
bench comprising Judicial Member Justice
Sharad Kumar Sharma and Technical
Member Jatindranath Swain. Moreover,
the Chennai bench of NCLAT also direct-
ed the NCLT to send a copy of the find-
ing of the investigation to the Chairman
at the Delhi-based principal bench of

NCLAT and a copy to it also. “It is hoped
and trusted that as soon as the aforesaid
process is completed by the Honourable
President, he is requested to furnish the
report back to the Honourable
Chairperson, New Delhi, (with a copy to
us) for necessary further action,” said
NCLAT Chennai bench while passing the
order last week.

The appellate tribunal’s direction came
during the hearing of a petition filed by
the Asset Reconstruction Company (India)
Ltd over admission of its claims. 

Though NCLAT dismissed the appeal,
however, the appellate tribunal said it can-
not ignore the manner in which the order
of March 15, 2022 was passed.

In its two-page order, NCLAT highlight-

ed irregularities in the NCLT order.
The appellate tribunal observed “when

the proceedings itself was taken up on
March 15, 2022, the observations/direc-
tions as observed by NCLT, Chennai on
March 15, 2022, has been taken as to be
the basis of passing of the impugned 
order on March 15, 2022 itself, which is
not plausible.”

NCALT observed that the proceedings
MA/61/CHE/2021, was taken up before
the NCLT, Chennai on January 18, 2022,
the matter was marked as part-heard and
was directed to be listed on February 15,
2022. Asset Reconstruction submitted
“as per the order-sheet drawn up on
February 15, 2022, the said matter was not
listed nor was directed to be listed on
March 15, 2022 by the NCLT”.

“But the matter is shown to have been
taken up for hearing on March 15, 2022,
without there being any record of prior fix-
ation of such date for hearing, the date on
which the impugned order is shown to
have been passed, which is otherwise being
argued to the contrary by the counsel for
the Respondent, that as per the cause list
showing the status of the case, the matter
was taken March 15, 2022 and it was
directed to be listed for further consider-
ation on April 25, 2022,” it said.

NCLAT directs investigation against
order passed by Chennai bench of NCLT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Supreme Court judge Justice BV
Nagarathna on Saturday hailed the
reservation for women in gram

panchayats and asserted that at least 30
per cent of law officers representing 
the Union and state governments must
be women.

Justice Nagarathna called for the ele-
vation of competent women advocates
as high court judges in order to have
greater diversity on the bench. If male
advocates under 45 years can be
appointed to HCs, then why not 
competent women counterparts, the
apex court judge questioned while
addressing a seminar on ‘Breaking
Glass Ceiling: Women Who Made 
It’  organized here by Mumbai
University. 

“To successfully break the glass ceil-
ing, we must not let girls and women
of tomorrow be conditioned to the
anachronistic lens of gender-roles and
virtues. There is no virtue for success
that is exclusive to men and lacks in
women,” she said while pointing out
that younger women lack role models
and mentors to inspire, encourage and
help them to navigate through and suc-
ceed in the legal profession. 

“It is vital that we recognise the
importance of women who shattered
the glass ceiling and to follow on their
path. At the same time, we must
remember women who may not have
made headlines through high-profile
achievements but whose contributions
are just as significant and left an
imprint on the lives of those around
them,” she said. 

The lives of ordinary women whose
primary roles are as mothers, wives and
care-givers must also be recognised, the
judge said. 

“Their importance is not always vis-
ible but in many ways, these are the
women who hold the fort for their fam-
ily members to conquer the world out-
side. Raising children and managing
households also requires a great deal of
leadership, intellectual ability, and cre-
ativity,” she stated. 

“Even as of 2024, women held only
14 per cent of Lok Sabha seats and 15
per cent in Rajya Sabha. They occupied
less than 7 per cent of ministerial posi-
tions. The benefits of women in posi-
tions of power percolate to the commer-
cial sphere as well,” the apex court judge
said. Asserting that the judiciary needs
to be sensitive, independent and free
from biases at every level, she said while
the number of women graduates from
leading law schools and universities
who are working at junior levels is near-
ly equal to their male counterparts, it
does not translate to equal representa-
tion at the workplace. 

“Their upward mobility is ham-
pered by systemic discrimination.
Gender diversity is particularly crucial
in the professions serving society,
where the presence of women plays a
critical role in upholding the ideal of
equality and fairness especially amongst
disadvantaged groups. 

As far as the legal profession is con-
cerned, at least 30 per cent of law offi-
cers representing the Central or state
governments must be women,” Justice
Nagarathna 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Supreme Court is scheduled to
hear on March 17 an NGO’s plea
seeking that the current practice of

appointment of the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (CAG) solely by
the executive and the Prime Minister be
declared violative of the Constitution.

The PIL, filed by the Centre for Public
Interest Litigation, also sought direction of
the court mandating that the CAG shall be
appointed by the President in consultation
with an independent and neutral selection
committee comprising of the prime min-
ister, the Leader of the Opposition (LoP)
and the Chief Justice of India and in a trans-
parent manner.

It said that the direction for appointment
of CAG should be similar to the appoint-
ment of other bodies including Information
Commissions and the Central Vigilance
Commission. The PIL will be taken up for
hearing on Monday by a bench of justices
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar Singh.

The plea filed through advocate Prashant
Bhushan contended that the present mode
of appointment of the CAG, which is done
solely by the executive ie by the Prime
Minister who handpicks any individual and
recommends his name to the President for
appointment, is unconstitutional as it is
violative of Article 14 and several basic fea-
tures of the Constitution. “The appointment

of the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India solely by the executive and the Prime
Minister of India undermines the indepen-
dence of the office of the CAG, suffers from
grave conflict of interest and thereby is detri-
mental to good governance and democra-
cy in India. It is also manifestly arbitrary,
detrimental to institutional integrity and
violates several basic features of the consti-
tution,” the plea said.

It said the CAG is uniquely placed in Part
V of the Constitution as one of the five insti-
tutions of the Union and a collective read-
ing of Articles 148-151 of the Constitution
along with the various provisions of the
Comptroller and Auditor General’s (Duties,
Powers and Conditions of Service) Act,
1971 would show that the Constitution has
equated the position of the CAG to that of

a sitting judge of this court. It added the cur-
rent process of appointment of the CAG is
by way of an unwritten convention which
is alien to the law. “Neither does Article
148(1) nor does the 1971 Act envisage a pro-
cedure which is currently being followed
where the executive, and specially the Prime
Minister, appoints the CAG. If this were to
be so, it would obviously and naturally run
contrary to the entire scheme of Chapter V

(Articles 148-151) of the Constitution of
India and the 1971 Act,” the PIL further said.

“By the very nature of his job, the CAG
is supposed to promote transparency,” the
PIL said, adding that if he is to discharge
his duties dispassionately without fear or
favour, his appointment process cannot be
opaque or arbitrary. It added that the CAG
acts as a watchdog over government
accounts and expenditure and he plays an
important role in ensuring transparency and
financial accountability in the functioning
of the central and state governments as well
as Panchayati Raj institutions. 

The NGO said the reports of the CAG
are not just used for public debates, but are
also an essential source of information for
several parliamentary committees, for
instance the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), which then uses them to scrutinise
government expenditures and debate them
in Parliament leading to policy making,
delivery of essential services to the public,
drafting appropriate and necessary legisla-
tions, and so on.

“It is for this reason that the appointment
process of the CAG should be fair, trans-
parent and non-arbitrary. Unfortunately,
despite the Constitution’s best intent to keep
the office of the CAG independent from any
executive interference, it is increasingly wit-
nessing political interference, thereby com-
promising the very purpose for which the
high office was established,” it added.

Plea on appointment of CAG by executive before SC

SC judge calls 
for more women
government
lawyers

The President, NCLT, is
requested to look into the
issue and conduct an 

enquiry, particularly in order to
attach fairness to the proceedings
of the NCLT so as to repose
confidence in the public at large
on these major issues

— JUSTICE SHARAD KUMAR SHARMA, TECHNICAL
MEMBER JATINDRANATH SWAIN, NCLT

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Justice Joymalya Bagchi, a judge of the
Calcutta High Court, will on Monday
be sworn in as a Supreme Court judge.

Once Justice Bagchi takes oath, the
Supreme Court will have 33 judges
against its sanctioned strength of 34.
Justice Bagchi will have a tenure of more
than six years in the top court, during
which he will also serve as the CJI from
May 26, 2031 to October 2, 2031.

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv
Khanna will administer the oath of
office to Justice Bagchi in the presence
of other Supreme Court judges at a cer-
emony on the apex court premises.
Born on October 3, 1966, Justice Bagchi
will assume the office of CJI upon the
retirement of Justice KV Viswanathan on
May 25, 2031. Justice Bagchi's name was
cleared by the central government on
March 10 for appointment as a Supreme
Court judge. 

On March 6, a five-member col-
legium headed by CJI Khanna recom-
mended his name for Supreme Court
judgeship. The collegium -- also compris-
ing Justice BR Gavai, Justice Surya Kant,
Justice Abhay S Oka and Justice Vikram
Nath noted that no Calcutta High Court
judge had risen to become the CJI since
the retirement of Justice Altamas Kabir
on July 18, 2013. 

Justice Bagchi was appointed a judge
in the Calcutta High Court on June 27,
2011. He was transferred to the Andhra
Pradesh High Court on January 4, 2021.
He was repatriated to the Calcutta High
Court on November 8, 2021, and had
been functioning there since then. He has
served as a High Court judge for more
than 13 years and stands at serial num-
ber 11 in the combined all-India senior-
ity of High Court judges, including
chief justices.

During his long tenure, Justice Bagchi
acquired significant experience in diverse
fields of law. His journey from a passion-
ate law student to a distinguished judge
of the Supreme Court of India reflects
dedication, professionalism, and an unre-
lenting pursuit of the rule of law. Upon
earning his law degree, Justice Bagchi
embarked on a distinguished career as a
lawyer at the Calcutta High Court. His
meticulous approach, profound under-
standing of the law, and unshakable

moral compass earned him widespread
respect among peers and clients alike.
Known for his unwavering commit-
ment to justice, he handled complex cases
with remarkable precision, ensuring
fairness prevailed irrespective of the
parties involved. His reputation as a prin-
cipled and impartial legal practitioner
paved the way for his elevation to the
judiciary. 

Justice Bagchi enrolled as an advocate
on November 28, 1991. Twenty years
later, he was appointed as a permanent
judge of the Calcutta High Court, on June
27, 2011. In 2020, he was transferred to
the Andhra Pradesh High Court. On
November 8, 2021, he was repatriated to
the Calcutta High Court. Notably, Justice
Bagchi's recommendation superseded the
names of at least ten senior judges. 

As a Judge of High Courts, Justice
Bagchi delivered important criminal
and constitutional decisions, harping on
progressing criminal justice protections
such as the right to free legal aid, right
to speedy trials in terror offences, and
mitigating circumstances in death penal-
ty adjudications. One decision, although
later overturned, also emphasised on the
right of minorities to administer religious
institutions. Justice Bagchi also passed
orders against corruption in public
recruitment, observing that corruption
not only eroded institutional integrity 
but also destroyed the social fabric of
equal opportunity.

Justice Bagchi to be sworn
as SC judge on March 17

If Opposition parties are
concerned about the defence

of democracy, of secularism, of
federalism, there are broad
parameters on which the they 
can find common ground
— PRAKASH KARAT, CPI(M) INTERIM COORDINATOR

The appointment of the CAG is
done solely by the executive ie
by the PM who handpicks 
any individual and recommends
his name to the President 
for appointment

Justice Nagarathna called for
elevation of competent
women advocates as HC
judges. If men under 45 years
can be appointed to HCs, why
not competent women, the
judge questioned
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Raipur

Senior Congress leader and former
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Saturday said his
son hadn’t received any notice from

the Enforcement Directorate to appear
before it in connection with an alleged
liquor scam linked to a money laundering
case in the state. 

Baghel’s statement has come amid
reports that his son Chaitanya was sum-
moned to appear before the central agency
on Saturday to record his statement.

Media persons gathered outside the
Baghel residence in Bhilai (Durg district)
and the ED office at Netaji Subhash
Stadium at Fire Brigade Chowk in Raipur

since the morning.
Asked if his son would appear before the

probe agency, Bhupesh Baghel said the
question of going to the ED office did not
arise if he (Chaitanya) hadn’t received a
notice.

He said when summons are served, they
will be complied with. Talking to reporters
outside his home in Bhilai, the Congress
leader said, “It is ED’s work to create a
media hype.

The agency is being used to defame peo-
ple. So far, they have been doing the same.
There was a CD case against me for seven
years. Recently, the court discharged me
of all charges.

This is a BJP conspiracy to defame a
politician.”

On March 10, the ED raided the Baghel
residence in Bhilai town as part of the
probe into a money laundering allegation
against his son in the alleged liquor scam
case, official sources had said. Searches
were also conducted at more locations,
including that of Laxmi Narayan Bansal
alias Pappu Bansal, an alleged close asso-
ciate of Chaitanya, under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
, they said.

The searches went on for about eight
hours, during which the ED seized about
`30 Lakh cash and some documents,
sources said.

Following the raids, there were uncon-
firmed reports that the ED had summoned
Chaitanya to record his statement on

Saturday. Baghel, who was present at his
house during searches, has claimed that the
probe agency’s action was the outcome of
the BJP’s frustration.

The main opposition Congress had on
March 11 burnt the effigies of the BJP-led
Centre and the ED protesting against the
action.

The alleged liquor scam, as per the ED,
was orchestrated between 2019 and 2022
when Chhattisgarh was ruled by a
Congress government led by CM Baghel.

The agency had earlier said the
Chhattisgarh liquor “scam” resulted in
“massive loss” to the state exchequer and
filled the pockets of the beneficiaries of a
liquor syndicate with more than `2,100
Crore of proceeds of crime.

Policeman dies after being
assaulted by villagers in Bihar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Munger (Bihar)

An assistant sub-inspector died after
he was assaulted by a group of peo-
ple in Bihar’s Munger district, and

six persons have been arrested in connec-
tion with the attack, a senior police offi-
cer said on Saturday.

The deceased has been identified as ASI
Santosh Kumar Singh, who was posted at
Mufassil police station in Munger. He was
also “attached” with the emergency num-
ber ‘112’. 

In a similar episode on Wednesday
night, an ASI died after a scuffle between
police personnel and a group of people in
Araria district. The latest incident took
place in the Nandlalpur village under the
jurisdiction of Mufassil police station on
Friday evening. “This happened when the
ASI along, with other officers, had gone
to Nandlalpur village to investigate a case
of scuffle around 8.30 pm on Friday.

He was attacked with a sharp weapon
on his head by some people involved in
the scuffle during the investigation. They
were in an inebriated state.

“The ASI (assistant sub-inspector)  suf-
fered severe injuries and was immediate-
ly taken to the nearest government hos-
pital, and later shifted to Patna for better
treatment,” DGP Vinay Kumar told PTI.

Singh succumbed to injuries during
treatment at a Patna hospital in the early
hours of Saturday, he said. “A case was reg-
istered and six persons have been arrest-
ed so far. The body has been sent for post-
mortem examination.

When one of the arrested accused was
being taken to identify other suspects, he
tried to escape from custody after snatch-
ing a police weapon. He fired at police-
men, but was captured by the security per-
sonnel, who opened fire in self-defence.
“The accused suffered an injury in his leg,

and is undergoing treatment at a govern-
ment hospital and his condition is stable,”
the DGP said. 

A manhunt has been launched to nab
the other accused.

Commenting on recent attacks on
policemen in different parts of Bihar,
Kumar said all police stations have been
directed to assess the situation before con-
ducting raids in various cases. 

Instructions have also been issued to
always visit spots of investigation with ade-
quate number of personnel, he said.

The police have been asked to intensi-
fy the drive to nab absconding accused
wanted in criminal cases in their respec-
tive areas of jurisdiction, the DGP said.

“I must also say that people should
maintain the sanctity of the Emergency
Response Support System (ERSS) ‘Dial
112’. Once a call is received on the num-
ber, no time is wasted to reach the inci-
dent spot.

The team of ‘Dial 112’ comprises not
more than three to four personnel. People
should not misbehave with them,” Kumar
said. In the incidents at Munger and
Araria, the ASIs were attached with the
emergency number. 

In the Araria episode in Lakshmipur
area under the jurisdiction of Phulkaha
police station on Wednesday night, when
personnel attached with the emergency
number went to nab a person, a brawl
broke out between them and those
protesting the arrest, SP Anjani Kumar
had said. 

Bid to bring Rowlatt Act to
suppress opposition: Supriya Sule
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Mumbai

NCP (SP) MP Supriya Sule has
equated the proposed law against
urban naxalism in Maharashtra

with the colonial Rowlatt Act, which she
alleged might be misused against individ-
uals or organisations critical of the govern-
ment, effectively creating a police raj.

Sule demanded that the government
review the draft of the bill and ensure that
Constitutional values are not violated.

The ‘Maharashtra Special Public
Security Bill, 2024’ bill, which will become
the first law to tackle naxalism in the state,
proposes to give several powers to the gov-
ernment and the police machinery in com-
bating unlawful activities.

All offences registered under this Act
will be cognisable and non-bailable.

While re-introducing the bill during the
winter session of the state legislature last
December, Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis had said the law was aimed at
closing down the dens of urban Naxals,
stressing that the proposed legislation was
not against suppressing genuine dissent-
ing voices. Sule on Saturday claimed the
bill would undermine the fundamental
rights of citizens.

“Through this bill, the rights of common
people to speak against the government
will be taken away.

In a truly healthy democracy, dissent-
ing opinions are respected. “The principle
of democracy also values opposition voic-
es, as they ensure that those in power
remain accountable and respect public
opinion,” the NCP (Sharadchandra Pawar)
working president stated on X.

Sule said the definition of “illegal acts”
seems to grant unlimited powers to gov-
ernment agencies in the proposed law.

“This effectively gives the government
a license to establish a Police Raj, which
could be misused against individuals,
institutions, or organisations that express
constructive opposition democratically,”
the Baramati MP alleged. 

She said the bill undermines the very

concept of “We, the People of India”.
Sule said the bill would bestow

unchecked powers on the administration
which could be misused to harass individ-
uals out of sheer vindictiveness.

“Criticising government policies and
decisions, peacefully protesting, or organ-
ising marches could all be deemed illegal
acts.

This bill disregards the principles of ide-
ological diversity and directly infringes
upon citizens’ Constitutional rights,” she
alleged. Sule claimed the bill grants the
government the power to interfere in cer-
tain judicial processes, “posing a direct
threat to judicial independence”.

According to Sule, some provisions of
the bill encroach upon fundamental
Constitutional rights such as freedom of
expression, freedom of association, and the
right to a fair trial.

“Historically, the British attempted to
introduce a similar law (The Rowlatt
Act) to suppress opposition during colo-
nial rule,” she alleged.

Sule further said the bill is a “direct
denial” of core principles of the
Constitution, and we strongly condemn it.
We urge the government to review the
draft of this bill and ensure that
Constitutional values are not violated”.

Fadnavis had told the winter session that
a law was needed to tackle naxalism in
Maharashtra since the state lacks one.

“We have IPC (Indian Penal Code) and
UAPA (Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act). UAPA is for handling cases related
to terror activities,” he had told the assem-
bly. Fadnavis said Chhatisgarh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha have enact-
ed Public Security Acts for effective pre-
vention of unlawful activities, and banned
48 frontal organisations.

The bill describes unlawful activities as
indulging in or propagating acts of vio-
lence, vandalism or other acts generating
fear and apprehension in the public. 

Indulging in or encouraging the use of
firearms, explosives or other devices,
encouraging or preaching disobedience to
established law and its institutions is also
an unlawful activity, it said.

An unlawful organisation is one which
indulges in or bets or assists, gives aid, or
encourages directly or indirectly any
unlawful activity. Association with an
unlawful organisation will see a jail term
from three to seven years and a fine of
`3Lakh to `5 Lakh, itsaid.

ISRO conducts
flight acceptance
hot test of
Cryogenic Engine DIG Rakesh Kumar pays last respects to ASI Santosh Kumar Singh PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Bengaluru

ISRO on Saturday said it has success-
fully conducted the flight acceptance
hot testing of the cryogenic engine

identified for the sixth operational
mission of LVM3 launch vehicle (LVM-
M6) at ISRO (Indian space research
organisation) Propulsion Complex,
Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu. The
cryogenic engine of every mission
undergoes hot testing as part of its
acceptance process for the flight, ISRO
said in a statement. Hot tests for the
indigenous cryogenic engine (CE20)
used in the Cryogenic Upper Stage of
LVM3 were so far performed at the
High-Altitude Test (HAT) facility at
ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC)
where vacuum conditions are simulat-
ed with complex installations, limiting
the maximum hot test duration to 25
seconds.

“In the current test, the engine was
tested for a longer duration of 100 sec-
onds for the first time using an innov-
ative Nozzle Protection System under
non-vacuum conditions,” ISRO said.
The space agency said that this test
method significantly reduces the setup
time and effort required for the flight
acceptance test of a cryogenic engine,
which in turn helps faster delivery of
cryogenic stages for space missions.
“Performance of the CE20 engine met
all the test objectives and the parame-
ters were closely matching with the pre-
dictions during the entire duration of
the test,” ISRO said. 

Further, this engine will be integrat-
ed into the Cryogenic Upper Stage of
the launch vehicle for the LVM3-M6
mission, which is scheduled during the
second half of 2025, the statement read.

Farmer leader
Rakesh Tikait
survives 
car crash in
Uttar Pradesh
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

Prominent farmer leader Rakesh
Tikait narrowly escaped a major
accident on Friday evening when

his car collided with a Nilgai, also
known as a blue bull, on the
Muzaffarnagar to Mirapur bypass in
Uttar Pradesh.

The incident occurred around 7:20
pm when the animal suddenly jumped
in front of Tikait’s vehicle, causing a
heavy impact that damaged the front of
the car.

Fortunately, the airbags deployed
immediately, protecting Rakesh Tikait
and other passengers from any injuries.

Recalling the terrifying moment,
Tikait said, “It happened in a flash.

Rakesh Tikait also stated that they
could not comprehend what was hap-
pening. The airbags opened and
enveloped us, saving our lives.”

Following the incident, the Bharatiya
Kisan Union leader, who played a
key role in the farmers’ protest against
the farm laws, emphasised the impor-
tance of road safety and the use of seat
belts. On getting information, Uttar
Pradesh minister Kapil Dev Agarwal
and Muzaffarnagar Lok Sabha Member
of Parliament Harendra Singh Malik
visited Tikait’s residence to check on the
farmer leader. Speaking to reporters at
his residence, Tikait said the nilgai
jumped on to the     rod from the wrong
side and collided with his vehicle.

“We were wearing seat belts, which
gave us extra security. Everyone must
wear a seat belt. Had the vehicle 
been smaller, and if we were not wear-
ing seat belts, the damage could have
been greater.

“My gunman sustained minor
injuries. The wild animals move at a fast
speed,” Tikait said, as he urged people
not to drive at a high speed.

The accident highlights the frequent
incidents of Nilgai collisions on 
highways in western Uttar Pradesh,
posing a serious threat to drivers and
the passengers.

Controversy over Imran Masood playing Holi
BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

Saharanpur Congress MP Imran
Masood has found himself at the
centre of controversy after playing

Holi with Hindu activists in Deoband
during the festival of colours. The Ulema,
the Islamic clerics, have criticised his
actions, stating that a Muslim should
adhere to Shariat and refrain from engag-
ing in non-religious traditions.

Chairman of the Online Fatwa
Department, Maulana Mufti Arshad
Farooqui, expressed strong disapproval,
saying, “Performing non-Islamic acts is
strictly prohibited in Islam. Such anti-
Islamic practices are absolutely wrong and
are not permissible under Shariat.”

Farooqui further emphasised that

while Islam advocates respect for all reli-
gions, there are other ways to foster broth-
erhood without violating religious prin-
ciples. “This kind of practice goes against
Islamic teachings,” he added. Maulana
Qari Ishaq Gora, Patron of Jamiat
Dawatul Muslimeen and a renowned
Islamic scholar, echoed similar senti-
ments. “There are numerous other ways
to promote unity and brotherhood.
Adopting non-religious traditions is
incorrect from an Islamic perspective.
One should repent for such actions,” he
stated. The controversy has sparked
debate within the community, with some
supporting Masood’s gesture as a step
towards communal harmony, while oth-
ers see it as a violation of religious norms.
The incident highlights the delicate bal-

ance between cultural integration and
religious adherence in a diverse society
like India. However, the controversy
comes at a time when Holi and Friday
prayers coincided in Uttar Pradesh. In a
remarkable gesture of communal harmo-
ny, Muslims in Deoband offered their
Friday prayers at 2:30 pm, after Hindus
had finished playing Holi. This peaceful
coordination between the two commu-
nities was seen as a symbol of unity and
respect for each other’s traditions.

Local residents appreciated the gesture,
with one community leader stating,
“This act of mutual respect and cooper-
ation reflects the true spirit of unity that
our society stands for. Despite religious
differences, we can celebrate peace and
harmony together.”

No ED summons to my son, says Baghel

In a similar episode on
Wednesday night, an ASI died
after a scuffle between police
personnel and a group of
people in Araria district

Tamil Nadu government announces
special package for paddy growers
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Chennai

Tamil Nadu government will imple-
ment a special package to increase
the paddy area and food grain pro-

duction during Kar, Kuruvai and Sornavari
seasons, in 29 non-Cauvery Delta districts
at an outlay of `102 Crore, Agriculture
Minister MRK Panneerslvam informed the
Assembly on Saturday. These cultivation
seasons begin in the months of May-June,
June-July, and April-May respectively for
120 days long paddy crops.  The package
includes a subsidy for machine planting
and quality certified seeds to farmers. A
similar package will be provided to farm-
ers in the Delta districts to increase the area
and food grain production during Kuruvai
and a sum of `58 Crore will be allocated
for the purpose, he said.

Paddy is cultivated on 18 Lakh acres in
the Cauvery delta districts and 34 Lakh
acres in non-delta districts in the state.

Making a slew of announcements while
presenting the Agriculture Budget for
2025-26 in the Assembly, the fifth after the
DMK stormed to power in 2021,
Panneerselvam said the government would
arrange an international exposure visit for
paddy farmers. 

“To help farmers learn the latest tech-
nologies and implement the same in their
fields, 100 progressive farmers will be taken
for an exposure visit to Japan, China and
Vietnam for which `2 Crore will be allo-
cated,” the Minister said. The government
would unveil the Tamil Nadu Agroforestry
Policy to promote the growing of valuable
trees such as Sandal, Red Sanders,
Mahogany and Rosewood and to simpli-
fy the procedures related to registration,
felling, transportation and marketing of
timber and to achieve a greener Tamil
Nadu. “Trees improve crop productivity by
aiding in rainfall and enhance soil health
by shedding biomass. Therefore, agro-

forestry is encouraged to provide addition-
al income to farmers through the cultiva-
tion of high-value trees,” Panneerselvam
said in his Budget speech that lasted for a
little over one-and-a-half hours. These cen-
tres will serve as hubs for agricultural sup-
port, offering essential inputs such as seeds,
fertilisers and other farming necessities
besides offering expert guidance on
enhancing crop productivity, pest and dis-
ease management, etc. “Malaivazh Uzhavar
Munnetra Thittam” (The hill farmers
development scheme) will be implement-
ed this year at `22.80 Crore for the wel-
fare of 63,000 hill farmers in 20 districts.
The scheme covers minor millet cultiva-
tion, distribution of inputs, area expansion
in vegetable crops, farm machinery, value
addition, Micro Irrigation and Integrated
Farming System, and steps to provide
Kisan credit cards. Maize production will
be enhanced in an area of 1.87 Lakh acres
at `40.27 Crore under Union and State
funds. Organic farming will be encouraged
in 37 districts at an outlay of `12 Crore.

Crop Insurance Scheme will be imple-
mented to protect farmers from income

loss, he said and added this scheme will
be implemented during 2025-26 for ̀ 841
crore to cover 35 Lakh acres. “Over the past
four years, `1,631.53 Crore has been dis-
tributed as relief to 20.84 Lakh farmers for
damages caused in agricultural and hor-
ticultural crops. Additionally, ̀ 5,242 Crore
was provided as crop insurance compen-
sation to 30 Lakh farmers in the past four
years,” Panneerselvam said.

“The Kudimaramathu scheme of reno-
vaing waterbodies with community partic-
ipation was dropped. This government has
not brought beneficial schemes like the
Athikadavu- Avinashi scheme brought by
former CM J Jayalalithaa,” Palaniswami said.
BJP state chief claimed “the DMK govern-
ment has presented a lie and a fabrication
in the name of the Agriculture Budget.” In
a post on X, he said the crop cultivation area
in the state decreased by four lakh acres
from 155 Lakh acres last year but this fact
was concealed. Instead, the government
claimed the area this year increased com-
pared to the extent four years ago. “Why?
How stupid does the DMK think the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu are?” he asked.

Tamil Nadu Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare MRK Panneerselvam speaks during the
announcement of the state Agriculture Budget 2025-26, in Chennai PTI

State protocol officer involved in Rao case: DRI 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Bengaluru

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has stated in the
court that the Karnataka Police

Protocol Officer was used in the gold
smuggling racket involving actress Ranya
Rao. 

In its argument against giving bail to
Ranya, the central agency told the Special
Court for Economic Offences that the
accused had travelled to Dubai 27 times
since January this year. Ranya is the step-
daughter of DGP rank officer K
Ramachandra Rao, the Managing Director
of the Karnataka State Police Housing and
Infrastructure Development Corporation.

“The investigation till date has
unearthed the sophisticated methodolo-
gy used in smuggling the gold, usage of
State Police Protocol Officer to bypass
security, Hawala Transaction to transfer
the funds from India to Dubai to purchase
gold, involvement of larger syndicate,” the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
contended. 

After these arguments, the court
declined bail to Ranya on Friday. 

Judge Vishwanath C Gowdar, who
presided over the Special Court for
Economic Offences, took note of
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence’s con-
tentions. “In the case on hand, the
accused No 1 (Ranya Rao) possessing
Resident Identity Card of United Arab
Emirates and having history of traveled to
Dubai on 27 occasions since January 2025,
is another factor which does not incline

the court to extend discretionary relief of
granting bail to accused,” the Court said
while rejecting her bail  petion.

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) also said the investigation was
under progress to examine international
links.  It stated that Ranya Rao had not
cooperated during the investigation in the
custody. 

“It is also specifically contended that the
alleged offence is cognizable, non-bailable,
and punishable with imprisonment up to
seven years,” the court observed in its
order copy.

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence
pointed out that the offence committed in
this case has serious ramifications affect-
ing the fabric of Indian economy and secu-
rity.

The Court said, “The remand applica-
tions placed on record at this stage of pro-
ceedings, disclose the conspiracy hatched
by the accused No1 (Ranya Rao) by col-
luding with State Police Protocol Officer”. 

“The arguments of the complainant
Agency as to the usage of Hawala trans-
action for transfer of money from India

to Dubai and also the International links
being forthcoming as per the preliminary
investigation is also a factor which inclines
this court to hold the accused.” 

The Judge also said that the accused is
capable to manipulate and tamper the evi-
dences as well as witnesses, which conse-
quently hampers the very trial in the case
on hand.

“The apprehension of the complainant
as to the accused No.1 will throttle the wit-
nesses and flee away from the process of
court cannot be ruled out at this juncture,”
the court observed.

It further stated that prima facie at this
juncture, the allegations against Ranya Rao
are very much forthcoming and the con-
cealment of the gold by her in the form
of gold bars while traveling is very much
transpiring her intention.

Gold bars worth `12.56 Crore were
seized from Ranya Rao at Kempegowda
International Airport here on March 3
upon her arrival from Dubai, following
which searches were conducted at her res-
idence and officials said that gold jewellery
worth  `2.06 Crore and  `2.67 Crore in
cash were also recovered. Besides
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI),
the Enforcement Directorate as well as the
CBI (central bureau of investigation) are
also probing the matter simultaneously.

In addition, the Karnataka government
on March 10 appointed Additional Chief
Secretary Gaurav Gupta to probe the role
of Ramachandra Rao, if any, in the
alleged gold smuggling activity of his step
daughter Ranya.

The investigation has
unearthed usage of State

Police Protocol Officer to bypass
security, Hawala Transaction to
transfer the funds from India to
Dubai to purchase gold,
involvement of larger syndicate

— DIRECTORATE OF REVENUE INTELLIGENCE

The principle of democracy
also values opposition voices,

as they ensure that those in power
remain accountable and respect
public opinion

— SUPRIYA SULE, MP, NCP (SP)
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SpaceX launches new crew to space station to replace NASA’s stuck astronauts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA Cape Canaveral (US)

The replacements for NASA’s two stuck
astronauts —Butch Wilmore and Suni
Williams — launched to the

International Space Station on Friday night,

paving the way for the pair’s return after nine
long months.

Wilmore and Williams need SpaceX to get
this relief team to the space station before they
can check out. Arrival is set for late Saturday
night. NASA wants overlap between the two

crews so Wilmore and Williams can fill in the
newcomers on happenings aboard the orbit-
ing lab. That would put them on course for an
undocking next week and a splashdown off the
Florida coast, weather permitting.

The duo will be escorted back by astronauts

who flew up on a rescue mission on SpaceX
last September alongside two empty seats
reserved for Wilmore and Williams on the
return leg.

Reaching orbit from NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center, the newest crew includes NASA’s Anne

McClain and Nichole Ayers, both military
pilots; and Japan’s Takuya Onishi and Russia’s
Kirill Peskov, both former airline pilots. They
will spend the next six months at the space sta-
tion, considered the normal stint, after 
springing Wilmore and Williams free.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Ponte Vedra
Beach (US)

Indian-American golfer Akshay Bhatia
moved into joint lead at THE PLAY-
ERS Championship with a 6-under 66

and reached 10-under 134 here.
He shared the lead with Australian Min

Woo Lee (67-66).
The two-time PGA Tour winner, Bhatia,

started from the 10th and had four birdies.
On his second nine, he dropped shots on
the first and the seventh, but also birdied
four times.

Min Woo also started from the tenth
and had seven birdies against one bogey
on his final hole, the ninth. The duo was
tied for the lead at 11-under 133.

One of the best performances of the day
came from Justin Thomas (78-62) who
made the cut and was T-29.

Sahith Theegala (73-67) was T-29 while

Aaron Rai (68-74) was T-49.
Hideki Matsuyama, Adam Scott, Ludvig

Aberg and Justin Rose were among those
who missed the cut in a tournament where
the weather has been rough with 25 mph
winds. JJ Spaun had a 68 and was one shot
behind the two leaders Bhatia and Min
Woo Lee.

Rory McIlroy was at the top of the
leaderboard during his morning round
that featured six birdies in 11 holes. This
momentum though disappeared later. He
had a pair of bogeys over the closing
stretch, the last one on the par-5 ninth, for

a 68 to finish two shots back.
Collin Morikawa, the runner-up last

week at Bay Hill who chipped in twice
among his nine birdies in a round of 65,
also was shots behind with Alex Smalley,
who birdied two of his last three holes
for a 67.

Two-time defending champion Scottie
Scheffler had to settle for a 70 and was six
shots behind, still very much in the mix
considering he rallied from five behind on
the final day last year.

Bhatia said, “I honestly felt the same (as
a day earlier), but today, I had a much more
intense focus. It takes so much to win a
tournament like THE PLAYERS, and I just
have to carry this mentality into the
weekend.”

Xander Schauffele made it on the num-
ber, extending his cut streak to 59 on the
PGA Tour, the longest active streak since
Tiger Woods (142) from 1998 to 2005.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Indian shooters picked for the
World Cup stages in Argentina and
Peru have joined the national camp

at the Dr Karni Singh Shooting Ranges
here, beginning their final phase of prepa-
rations for the season ahead from Saturday.

Barring few exceptions, most of the
shooters in the 35-member squad report-
ed to the camp on Friday and have start-
ed working with their respective coaches.

The first batch of shooters will leave for
the Argentine capital Buenos Aires, venue
of the year’s first International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun (April 1-11) stage, on
March 26.  The South American leg con-
tinues thereafter in Lima, Peru, where the
second ISSF combined World Cup stage
will be hosted from April 13-22.

As reported earlier, double Olympic

bronze medallist Manu Bhaker will be the
only Indian shooter to start in two individ-
ual events, the women’s 10m air pistol and
the women’s 25m pistol. 

Indian shooters will compete in 15
events across the disciplines of rifle, pistol
and shotgun, including 12 individual and
three mixed team events. “It is the first
national camp of the year, so the main focus
will be to first assess various improvement
areas for various individuals. “There are
many seasoned national campers so their
strengths and improvement areas we are
mostly familiar with. The new shooters will
get more focus,” said Dronacharya awardee
coach Deepali Deshpande, who is now the
head coach of the squad.

Like new national campers, there were
also first-timers among coaches such as the
decorated Jitu Rai and Pooja Ghatkar.

Among the new shooters was national
air rifle women’s champion Ananya Naidu.

Clearly excited to be at the camp, she
said, “Although I have shot with all of them
before in domestic competitions, but still
to be around such great coaches and per-
formers and getting focused time to pick
their brains, is a wonderful feeling. I will
try to absorb and learn as much as I can.”

India has a proud record in recent times
in ISSF tournaments. In the previous year,
which saw a trimmed ISSF calendar
because of the Olympics, they had topped
the medal tally in the opening combined
World Cup stage in Cairo, before going on
to win an unprecedented three medals at
the Paris Games. This year, the top shoot-
ers will be aiming mainly for the World
Championships scheduled for October
(shotgun) and November (rifle/pistol).
There will be a total of three World Cup
stages for each discipline.  Also on the inter-
national roster this year is the 16th Asian
Championships in Kazakhstan in August. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Shillong

It will be easier said than done but
senior defender Sandesh Jhingan on
Saturday said that the Indian football
team’s target is to beat Maldives and

Bangladesh without conceding any goal in
the upcoming international matches here.

India host Maldives in an internation-
al friendly on March 19, before taking on
a tricky Bangladesh on March 25 in their
opening match of the 2027 AFC Asian Cup
qualifying third round match.

Both the matches will be held at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium here as the
Meghalaya capital is hosting its first inter-
national games. The match against
Maldives on March 19 will also mark the
return of talismanic Sunil Chhetri from
international retirement. 

“Our main aim is to get the result in the
Bangladesh match, as that would give us
a good start in the Asian Cup Qualifiers,
and I think the 10-day training ahead of
that, along with the friendly against

Maldives will greatly help us prepare for
it,” Jhingan said.

“Our target is two clean sheet victories,”
the 31-year-old was quoted as saying in an
AIFF release. The 40-year-old Chhetri had
earlier hung his boots in June 2024 after
a glorious international career after mak-
ing his India debut in 2005. 

But he showed he is still a force to reck-
on with as has been seen in the 2024-25
ISL which has turned out to be Chhteri’s
most prolific season.

He has scored 12 goals from 24 match-
es to be the second highest scorer overall
and highest among Indians.

Head coach Manolo Marquez re-iterat-
ed the reasons behind why he coaxed
Chhetri to return to wearing India jersey
once again.

“Because it was a special situation, I
spoke with the AIFF and Bengaluru FC
before I called him. I spoke with Sunil and
explained to him what I wanted from him,”
Marquez said.

“It doesn’t matter if he’s 40. The nation-

al team needs players who are in good
form,” the Spaniard said.

India are placed in Group C of the 2027
Asian Cup qualifying third round along
with Bangladesh, Hong Kong and
Singapore, and only the top team qualifies
for the continental showpiece.

It’s is not going to be easy to top the
group, and Marquez must be referring to
that when he said “special situation”.

“Sunil is the Indian top-scorer in the ISL,
with practically double goals than the next
player, who is Brison. After that are
Subhasish, Irfan, Manvir... All of them are
here with us in the national team. 

“We need players who score goals. In my
four matches so far, we have only scored
two goals one of them from a set-piece. At
this moment, the most important thing is
to get results. Nothing else matters.”  The
Indian squad held a 45-minute gym ses-
sion on Saturday morning and had their
first on-pitch training at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium, the match venue, later in
the evening. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Melbourne

McLaren locked up the front row in
Melbourne for Sunday’s
Australian Grand Prix, having

dominated its rivals, including Red Bull,
Mercedes, and Ferrari, whose drivers,
Charles Leclerc and Lewis Hamilton, will
start from seventh and eighth on the grid.

Lando Norris set a searing final quali-
fying lap to secure pole position, his first
at Melbourne’s Albert Park, and milestone
10th overall, in front of his teammate Oscar
Piastri, and a record Saturday crowd of
136,347 at Albert Park.

“Not a bad way to start the year, thanks
everyone,” Norris said on his team radio
shortly after the qualifying session ended
ahead of Sunday’s opening race of the
Formula 1 season.

Hamilton was circumspect about his
qualifying finish.

“It isn’t quite where we wanted to be but
overall I’m satisfied with the progress we
have made over the past two days,”
Hamilton said. 

“We didn’t expect to be eight- or nine-

tenths (of a second) behind pole but given
this is a weekend of firsts for me, I didn’t
underestimate how steep the learning
curve would be.”

Norris went into Q3 on the back foot
after his first lap was deleted for a track
limit infringement at turn four, where he
put all four wheels off the track. But he
delivered when it mattered with his one
run. “It’s a tough one, because you want
to take a lot of risks, especially on this
track,” Norris said. 

“It’s a track where you’ve got to commit
and you’ve got to know you know what
your target is and once you’ve turned in,
you’re kind of hoping for the best in a lot
of cases. “Obviously I took too many of my
first (Q3) lap and got track limits, so I was
in a difficult position with knowing how
much risk I wanted to take, but I put it
together well.”

And the Brit is confident he can main-
tain that form in the race. “I think we were
decent in Bahrain, and I think we’re
going to be pretty good here,” Norris said. 

“We were pretty good here last year and
that was with a much worse car, so we’re

going in with one target clearly, which is
to have two cars at the top.”

Piastri was not unhappy to be second,
having maximixed his lap, which enabled

McLaren to lock out the front row for the
second straight race, following 2024’s sea-
son-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. But the
Australian hasn’t given up on becoming the

first Australian to win his home F1 Grand
Prix. “It would be really special to be able
to achieve that,” Piastri said. 

“But, I’m not setting my sights too to
firmly on that, we’ve got a lot of work to
do (first) to try to maximize the race
tomorrow – we (also) have to see what the
weather does first.” Day-long rain is in the
forecast on Sunday.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen qualified
third, shrugging off pre-season pace con-
cerns for the team about its RB21 car. 

But he downplayed his chances of chal-
lenging the McLarens in the 58-lap race on
a day when his new teammate Liam
Lawson qualified well down in 18th, fol-
lowing a scrappy Q1 lap that questioned
the team’s decision to replace Mexican
Sergio Pérez for 2025.

“Yeah, I mean, I don’t expect like any
kind of miracles about it,” the Dutchman
said. “I think it’s OK but it’s not on the same
level (as the McLaren). But, I’ll just do my
best, (and) see what happens.”

Mercedes’ hopes of a return to form
were dashed with George Russell qualify-
ing fourth, despite strong pace through-

out practice. His 18-year-old rookie
Andrea Kimi Antonelli, who skipped F3
as part of his fast track through the junior
categories, was a shock Q1 exit on his F1
debut and will start 16th.

Ferrari had expectations it could chal-
lenge for the title, with Leclerc starting sev-
enth and Hamilton eighth — for a disap-
pointing fourth row lockout that means it’ll
be fighting for points, not podiums,
should rain not materialize.

Racing Bulls, Red Bull’s second F1
team, continued to impress in qualifying
— with Yuki Tsunoda securing fifth on the
grid, which is his highest placing since
Brazil 2024. Isack Hadjar, his French
rookie teammate, put in a solid perfor-
mance to start 11th.

Williams also showed its pre-season
pace was real, after the British squad got
both its drivers into the top-10 with Alex
Albon sixth and defending Australian
champion Carlos Sainz ninth.

Alpine’s Pierre Gasly closed out the 
top-10 with his resurgent A525 car, three
places ahead of his Aussie teammate 
Jack Doohan.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

India’s impressive run at the Special
Olympics Winter Games continued
on day three and four, with the ath-

letes adding as many as 15 more medals
to the country’s tally in Turin, Italy.

India’s total medal count has now
risen to 24, building on the nine medals
secured in the earlier events.

In alpine skiing, Deepak Thakur and
Giridhar displayed exceptional skills to
clinch gold medals in the Intermediate
Super G M04 and M05 categories
respectively, while Abhishek Kumar
secured a silver in the Novice Super G
M01 category.

Radha Devi also delivered a stellar
performance, earning a silver medal in
the Intermediate Super G F03 event.

Adding to India’s success on the ice,
Ziara Porter showcased impressive
speed and determination to claim silver
medals in 111M F1 event and 222M F2
event of short track speed skating,
while Tanshu won a bronze in the 777M
M2 category and a silver in 500M M3
category.

India’s presence in cross country ski-
ing was also felt as Akriti put in a com-
mendable effort to secure a bronze
medal in the 50M Classical Technique
Final F03.

India’s snowshoeing athletes also
delivered some stellar performances,
further boosting the medal count.

Vasu Tiwari secured a gold medal in
the 50M Race M03 event, while Jahangir
and Tanya won silver medals in the 50M
Race M04 and F02 categories respective-
ly.

Shalini Chauhan added to the tally
with a bronze in the 50M Race F03 cat-
egory. In the 200M Race, Anil Kumar
emerged victorious with a gold medal
in the MP 12 division, while Harleen
Kaur clinched silver in the F12 division. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

All-rounder Nitish Kumar Reddy is
all set to join Sunrisers Hyderabad
after recuperating from a side

strain that kept him on the sidelines 
since January. 

PTI has learned that Nitish successful-
ly completed all the fitness test routines,
including the yo-yo test, at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence here, and the phys-
ios have given him a go-ahead. 

The 21-year-old Andhra cricketer’s last
appearance for India was during the first
T20I against England at the Eden
Gardens on January 22, but he did not

bat or bowl in that match. Nitish trained
at nets ahead of the second T20I at
Chennai, but was ruled out of that
match and five-match series with a side
strain. Nitish was retained by the
Hyderabad outfit for Rs 6 crore ahead of
last year’s players’ auction after he made
303 runs for them from 13 matches at a
strike-rate of 143. He also impressed dur-
ing India’s tour to Australia, making some
valuable contributions including a gutsy
114 in the fourth Test at Melbourne. 

Nitish will join the SRH squad soon 
as they will open their IPL 2025 
campaign on March 23 against Rajasthan 
Royals at Hyderabad. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mexico City

The Azteca Stadium has been
renamed Banorte Stadium before it
hosts its third men’s World Cup next

year. Latin America’s largest soccer stadi-
um 87,500 seats has taken the name of one
of Mexico’s leading banks, stadium owner
Ollamani said on Friday.

Naming rights to the stadium were part
of Banorte’s deal to loan 2.1 billion pesos
($105 million) to be repaid over 12 years,
according to Ollamani’s filing with the
Mexican Stock Exchange.

Indian football aim to beat Maldives, Bangladesh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi 

The Champions Trophy triumph
has added to the aura of Rohit
Sharma and it won’t be a surprise

if he continues as Test captain and trav-
els to England as leader of the pack even
as the selectors are yet to make a deci-
sion on the tour, starting June 20.

Rohit was under pressure to perform
in Dubai, especially after a 1-3 series
defeat in Australia accentuated his own
poor form. 

The triumphant run in Dubai has cer-
tainly given the skipper breathing space
and elbow room.

But the question remains if the
national selection committee will con-
sider success in ODI format while
deciding on more challenging Tests for-
mat, where the returns have been mod-
est, of late. 

The team suffered six hard-to-digest
defeats, in the last WTC cycle.

The new cycle for India will begin
with the England series, where the first

Test will be played at the Leeds.
“Technically, Rohit remains the Test

captain. He voluntarily benched himself
from the last Test in Sydney where he
explained that a team can’t carry on with
multiple out of form batters. 

“After Australia Tests, India haven’t
played any Tests and hence there has
been no change in Test captaincy. Also
Rohit never said he doesn’t want to play
Tests,” a BCCI source said on conditions
of anonymity. 

However he added that the national
selection committee hasn’t yet decided
on the England series.

“The selection committee gets a break
during IPL. Obviously with all match-
es televised, they always don’t need to
travel unless they have some specific
strategy or they want to watch a partic-
ular player from up close,” the source
added.  “So once IPL starts, the blueprint
for England series will be drawn at some
point. But (coach) Gautam Gambhir’s
view point will have a lot of weightage,”
he added. 

Lewis Hamilton eighth in qualifying in Ferrari debut as Norris takes pole for F1

Indian athletes

continue to

shine in Special

Olympics

Winter Games

Rohit could continue as Test captain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bhubaneswar

Gokulam Kerala remained in the
hunt for the Indian Women’s
League (IWL) 2024-25 title as they

beat defending champions Odisha FC 3-
1 at the Kalinga Stadium here on Saturday.

The Malabarians led 2-0 at the break.
Fazila Ikwaput (42’, 59’) increased her

goals tally to 15, scoring two against
Odisha, while Juggernauts’ striker Pyari
Xaxa (32’) scored an own goal. Substitute
Neha (50’) scored for the hosts.

After starting off the season with two
draws, Gokulam Kerala have pulled
themselves up marvellously, winning six
matches on the trot, and are currently
placed at the top of the table with 20
points from eight matches. 

While East Bengal are two points
behind them, they have played a match
less. Odisha, on the other hand, are third,
with 11 points from eight outings.

The Malabarians were at their hosts’

throats from the start, and goalkeeper
Shreya Hooda had to pull off a couple of
fine saves to keep her side level in the
opening exchanges. She, however, got
injured closer to the half-hour mark, and
had to be replaced by Anshika, who’s first
duty was to pull off a save at full stretch
off a Fazila free-kick from close range.

Gokulam had a lucky break a few min-
utes later, though, as R Darshinidevi’s cor-
ner from the right hit Pyari’s shin and
went in from inside the six-yard box.

Darshinidevi played another crucial
role minutes before the half-time whis-
tle, when she threaded a through ball into
the path of Fazila, who, with just Anshika
to beat, coolly slotted it into the bottom
corner. The Ugandan striker could have
scored yet another in the first half, when
in injury time, she entered the box from
the left, and had her shot blocked by the
Odisha custodian. The change of ends
brought some much-needed tempo to the
game for Odisha, as they began to pose

some questions to the Gokulam back-line.
Their efforts finally paid off just five min-
utes after the restart, though they might
have been somewhat fortunate about it. 

Neha, after beating her marker on the
left flank, sent in a cross that looped over
the goalkeeper and crept in at the far post.

The hosts had urgency, and it showed
with their actions on the pitch. Minutes
after the goal, Jennifer Yeboah, receiving
a pass from Kashmina, flicked it between
the lines to Pyari, but the latter’s effort was
thwarded by Gokulam goalkeeper Payal
Basude. All of Odisha’s momentum was
lost just before the hour mark, however,
when Anshika spilled what seemed like
a regulation ball right into the path of
Fazila, who duly obliged, scoring her 15th
goal of the season.

Odisha just could not cope with
Gokulam Kerala’s waves of attacks, and
Fazila could have added two more to her
name with a couple of close chances in the
second-half injury time. 

Indian shooters begin national camp IWL: Gokulam Kerala beats Odisha FC

Indian-American golfer Bhatia shares
lead at THE PLAYERS Championship

I honestly felt the same (as a
day earlier), but today, I had a

much more intense focus.It takes
so much to win a tournament like
THE PLAYERS

— AKSHAY BHATIA ,GOLFER

Nitish Kumar Reddy set to

join Sunrisers Hyderabad

Azteca Stadium

renamed to

Banorte Stadium
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When was the last time you had an open-
hearted conversation with your parents?
Aachari Baa brings this emotion to life,

portraying a touching story of a mother and son
separated not just by distance but also by time and
priorities.

Aachari Baa is an emotional family drama that
of Jaishnaviben Anopchand Vagadia, fondly called
Baa, played by the legendary Neena Gupta. Baa, a
dedicated pickle maker from Gujarat, is a single
mother who has struggled to provide for her son.
However, her joy is short-lived as she realises that
her role in her son’s life has diminished to that of
a mere caretaker-of their pet dog, Jigar, rather than
being the cherished mother she longs to be.
An Unbreakable Bond
What follows is a poignant journey of loneliness,
resilience, and companionship. While Baa may
have been left behind by her own family, she finds
unexpected solace in Jigar, the dog she is entrust-
ed with. The film beautifully emphasises the uncon-
ditional love and healing that both a mother and

a pet can provide. 
Soul-Stirring Performances
Neena Gupta delivers a powerhouse performance,
bringing depth and authenticity to Baa’s struggles

and emotions. Her character of a mother yearn-
ing for love while finding solace in a pet is both
heart-wrenching and uplifting. Kabir Bedi plays a
significant role in shaping Baa’s journey, adding
wisdom and warmth to the narrative. The film also
features remarkable performances by Vandana
Pathak, Manasi Rachh, and Vatsal Sheth, each of
whom contribute to the emotional weight of the
film. Ahaana Sharma stands out with her 
portrayal of a character who extends kindness to
Baa in the absence of her own family, reminding
us of the importance of human connections beyond
blood relations.
Music, Cinematography, and Emotional Depth
One of the film’s strong aspects is its background
score. The soft, lyric-less music intensifies the emo-
tional impact of the story, allowing audiences to
truly immerse themselves in Baa’s feelings of long-
ing, love, and rediscovery. Despite being shot pri-
marily in homely settings, the cinematography
effectively captures Baa’s isolation and her silent
yearning for affection. The visuals subtly yet pow-

erfully depict the emptiness she feels, making every
scene resonate with viewers on a personal level.
Story of Self-Worth, and Unspoken Pain
At its core, Aachari Baa is not just about a moth-
er’s struggle but also about the silent battles of every
parent who sacrifices their own happiness for their
children. The film sheds light on the challenges
faced by single parents who work tirelessly to secure
a future for their children, only to find themselves
neglected when they need love the most. It por-
trays the craving for familial affection and how,
sometimes, the warmth one seeks may come from
the most unexpected places.
Must-Watch Family Drama
Directed by Hardik Gajjar, Aachari Baa is more
than just a film-it is an experience that tugs at the
heartstrings. It beautifully conveys themes of 
self-worth, loneliness, and unexpected companion-
ship, making it a must-watch for audiences of 
all ages. Streaming now on Jio Hotstar, this film
is a reminder to cherish our loved ones before 
it’s too late.
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Thandel
IMDB Rating –
6.1/10
OTT – Netflix
Cast – Naga
Chaitanya, Sai
Pallavi, Prakash
Belawadi

Vanvaas
IMDB Rating – 6.7/10
OTT – Zee5
Cast – Nana Patekar,
Utkarsh Sharma,
Simrat Kaur

Be Happy
IMDB Rating – 7/10
OTT – Amazon
Prime Video
Cast - Amitabh
Bachchan, Nora
Fatehi, Abhishek
Bachchan

The Electric State
IMDB Rating – 6/10
OTT – Netflix
Cast - Millie Bobby
Brown, Chris Pratt, Ke
Huy Quan, Jason
Alexander

Welcome to
the Family
OTT – Netflix
Cast - Daniela
Sánchez Reza,
Marimar Vega,
Erika Buenfil
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A heart touching story of a mother’s love and longing

BARFF’s gripping
intensity and EK
MULAQAT MANTO
SE’s emotional depth
left the audience
deeply moved and
connected, says
SAKSHI PRIYA
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was enough.
For an hour and a half, Bhatt was

Shahadat Hussain Manto. He spoke not
as an actor but as a man who had lived
through the fire of partition, who had seen the
worst of humanity and refused to turn away. His words
cut through the air, sharp and unrelenting. He did not
perform Manto’s life; he lived it. Every glance, every
shift in tone, carried the weight of a writer who
wrote not for applause but because silence
was never an option.

The haunting ghazals of Begum
Akhtar played in the background,
each note amplifying the emotions
on stage. There were moments
when the theatre felt like it had
stopped breathing, as if the 
past had reached out and placed
its hands on the shoulders of 
the present.

The play did not end when the
lights went out. Manto’s voice
stayed, his words etched into the
minds of those who had listened.

If BARFF was a test of belief, ‘Ek Mulaqat
Manto Se,’ was a confrontation with truth
and Produced by Collective Madness. The
moment Ashwath BBhatt walked onto the

stage, the theatre belonged to him. There
was no need for elaborate sets or

grand gestures, his presence alone

MANTO SPEAKS, 
AND THE WORLD LISTENS

Theatre pulls people into its world, making
them forget where they are. There is no screen
to hide behind, no second take to perfect a scene,
only the raw, unfiltered power of storytelling. The

National Theatre Festival 2025, presented by AD Pix at Shri
Ram Centre for Performing Arts, brought that power to
life. With BARFF and Ek Mulaqat Manto Se, the festi-
val turned a stage into a world where emotions ran deep,
and stories demanded to be heard.

Produced by Ashvin Gidwani Productions, BARFF was
not just performed but also written and directed by
Saurabh Shukla, making it a deeply personal vision
brought to life on stage. The gripping psychological thriller
was heightened by meticulous set design, evocative
lighting, and an atmospheric background score, all of
which intensified the eerie stillness of Kashmir’s snow-cov-
ered landscape.

When Saurabh Shukla steps onto a stage, something shifts.
There’s a weight in the air, an energy that few actors can
command. His presence alone makes an audience lean in,

waiting for the storm he is about

to unleash. He doesn’t just play a role; he absorbs it, bends
it, and reshapes it into something only he can create.

In BARFF, he did exactly that, Set in the snow-covered
landscapes of Kashmir, the play was a gripping psycho-
logical thriller that questioned truth, belief, and the bur-
den of reality. A doctor, a desperate couple, and a child
suffering from a mysterious illness - these elements came
together to create an atmosphere thick with tension. 
But what truly made BARFF unforgettable was the way
Shukla carried it. His performance was effortless yet reflec-
tive, pulling the audience into a world where certainty was
a luxury.

Alongside him, Sunil Palwal and Anchal Chauhan
brought their own strengths, creating a world that felt 
eerily close, despite its distance. The cold of Kashmir 
wasn’t felt through visuals, but through the uncertainty,
the fear, and the suffocating weight of not knowing what
to believe. When the play ended, there was no rush to leave.
The theatre sat still for a moment, as if shaking off the spell
Shukla had cast. That is the mark of a master, when even

silence speaks after he is gone.
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The National Theatre Festival
2025 was a reminder of why theatre

matters. The theme of Bengal Meets Delhi
was a meeting of histories, of voices that
refused to be silenced.

The performances did not stay confined to
the stage, they spilled into the minds of the
audience, making them think, feel, and
question. Each act was a conversation between
the past and present, drawing the audience

into its world.
Long after the final curtain call, the impact

remained. As the audience walked away,
conversations carried on. Some left in deep
thought, others in quiet reflection. Great
theatre does not fade when the show is over. It
stays, pressing itself into memory, waiting to be
recalled in moments of solitude.The stage may
have emptied, but the stories continued, living
on in those who experienced them.

A FESTIVAL THAT LEFT ITS MARK

Aachari Baa narrates you the heartfelt personal story of a parent and their loneliness when their children are away, writes ABHI SINGHAL
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Another example to an empowered woman is
Nandini. She wanted to do something different, so within 10 days,
she resigned from her job and began building The Basera in Rishikesh.

She launched the Basera in February 2024 with a simple yet powerful vision
to offer luxury stays for travellers. Nandini told the Pioneer, “One of the biggest
challenges I ever faced early on was convincing my family-especially com-
ing from a joint family- that the travel business could be a safe business for
a woman. Another constant
challenge has been earning
credibility from not just from
guests but also from vendors,
contractors, and even the staff
I work with. Also, as a young
woman, people don’t always
like taking instructions from
you. I often have to work twice
as hard to be taken seriously.
Whether it’s negotiating prop-
erty deals, supervising con-
struction, or handling on-the-
ground operations, I find
myself having to constantly
prove that I know exactly what
I’m doing.” She further added that while times are changing, there’s still that
underlying thought lingering at the back of people’s minds: ‘Ladki hai, yeh
nahi kar paegi.’ That’s a mindset she continues to push back against every
single day. Another major challenge that hits her back every time is mak-
ing genuine friends in this industry. In business, I believe men often find
it easier to make friends and build connections. As a woman, I have to be
far more cautious about what I say, how I say it, and to whom.

That said, every challenge comes with a learning curve that is shaping me
to be more resilient and confident in my journey. And now, looking 
back, I feel proud that I chose this path and carved out a space for myself
in this industry.

sunday
magazine
New Delhi, March 16, 2025

“A woman with a 
voice is, by definition, 

a strong woman”
— Melinda French

Gates

BY SAKSHI PRIYA 

Who says women can’t manage both home
and work? A woman does not work for
anyone’s approval, she works for herself.

Her choices are not up for debate. Whether she
works, when she works, or why she works is not a
question of permission but of purpose.

In small towns like Ranchi, Jharkhand, a working
woman is still seen as a challenge to tradition, a taboo
that many hesitate to break. These women become
a quiet force of change, proving that ambition and
responsibility can go hand in hand.

Alibha Khalkho, just 19, is one of them. She grew
up in Chikarkota Barkatoli, Ranchi, Jharkhand, a vil-
lage where girls are expected to marry young, not
carve their own paths. “Main tho 19 saal ki hoon, ab
gaon mein abhi se hi bolta hain sab shaadi kar lo” (I
am only 19, but in my village, people already tell me 
to get married), she says, a wry smile playing on 
her lips. “Par mujhe kuch karna hai, kuch banna hai.”
(But I want to do something for myself, to become
something.)

Her day begins before sunrise. She helps her moth-
er with household chores before heading to her shift
as a security guard at a local NGO. By evening, she

is out on her scooty, delivering
parcels for an e-commerce com-
pany. Every time she knocks on
a door, a question stays, who will
open it, who will be standing
behind it? Will it be someone
who looks at her with curiosity,
suspicion, or something worse?

“Jab main package dene jaati
hoon, sab shock ho kar dekhte hain, phir bolte hain,
Acha, aap hain delivery woman?” (When I go to deliv-
er a package, people look at me in shock, then say,
Oh! you are the delivery woman?’)

It is not just a surprise, there is judgment in their
eyes. A woman navigating the streets alone, stepping
into unfamiliar spaces, riding a scooty with confi-
dence, this is not what they expect. But with every
delivery she makes, Alibha proves them wrong.

March is dedicated to celebrating Women’s Day. But
the truth is, every day is Women’s Day. It is a daily
struggle, a daily victory. Every package Alibha deliv-
ers is not just a job, it is a statement. Every door she
knocks on is a declaration that women belong any-
where, everywhere. And one day, when another young
girl in her village sees her riding through the streets,
maybe she will think, If she can, so can I.

R aksha Nagaraj started travelling
when she was 27 years old, and now
it’s been over 12 years. She has been

to 56 countries and all seven continents. Her
first solo trip happened unexpectedly when she
had just moved to Melbourne. She had
planned a short getaway with a colleague, but
they backed out the night before their trip.
Instead of canceling, she chose to go alone.
and face her fear of solo travel.

Growing up in a typical South Indian
family, she was raised in a sheltered
environment where travelling alone was
never an option. In our society, women are
often expected to have a man beside them
for safety. Talking about the same, she told
the Pioneer, “I have lost count of the times
I’ve been asked, How does your boyfriend or
husband allow you to travel alone? This
always amuses me because I am single.
Even today, the idea that a woman needs a

man for protection or
requires permission
to travel solo reflects
how deeply these biases are ingrained.
Challenging these stereotypes has been
just as much a journey as the travel itself.

She further added that, “You won’t
believe that sitting alone in a restaurant
while traveling still gets me strange looks in
certain places. In some cultures, a woman
dining alone is considered lonely or
inappropriate, added Raksha. During my 6-
week solo trip around Europe, I was
stranded in Moldova at 3 AM and random
taxi driver helped me safely to a nearby
hostel. The freedom to do what I want
makes solo travel so empowering. Dining
alone, walking unfamiliar roads & making
last-minute plans seem ordinary but are
often frowned upon for a woman.

RAKSHA NAGARAJ (@solopassport)

NANDINI BISHNOI (@worldthroughagirl)

Who could have thought about women in postal deliveries in
Delhi, a field once dominated solely by men? Women have
now even entered the postcard delivery industry, a field once

dominated solely by men. Talking to the Pioneer about the challenges she
faced, Aiswarya A.N. from Kerala shared her journey. Born in Kerala, she
now lives with her friends in Delhi. She said, “Delhi is welcoming, but
challenges come along; not everywhere are we appreciated and encour-
aged.” She further added that language is the main barrier to her 
acceptance into society. Despite breaking stereotypes, she often
encounters biases from people unwilling to accept change.
Aiswarya’s story highlights progress, yet underscores persistent hur-
dles. Gender bias and linguistic barriers complicate her pioneer-
ing postal delivery role, making every day a battle for acceptance.
Yet, she remains determined to continue her work and pave the way
for others.  Her journey is a reflection of the strength and resilience
of women breaking into male-dominated industries. As more women

like Aiswarya step forward, they not only claim
their rightful place in the workforce but also
inspire future generations.

Ipsita began her solo travelling life when
she was 23 years of age. Her overnight
sleeping-hauls on lone benches, dodgy

railway platforms or hitchhiking alone in
pick-up trucks across the upper northern
region- years of raw and grounding travelling
under the umbrella of ‘solo female travel’ had
the built-in question of safety for Ipsita. This
came because of especially being in a 
country whose rape index is reasonably 
questionable. Ipsita noticed that safety in India
is highly conditional. It’s also fragmented. 

She said, “I am completely relaxed
hitchhiking and camping alone in the
Himalayan regions like Ladakh and Spiti,
but would I do that as recklessly in Uttar
Pradesh or Jharkhand? No.”

She further added that she has

compiled innumerable
tokens of kindness
from all over India
which can never be redeemed, but that
doesn’t overshadow how in our socially 
and sexually repressed Indian culture men
look at women and the succulent chain 
that breeds out of ‘unhealthy expressions’
of male-self and forces rocky spotlights 
on women.

At the age of 23, she sold her
belongings and left her hometown to get to
know the world a little better. It has been
four years since she just enjoys the flow,
learns to trust when needed and is always
ready to answer with her instincts.

IPSITA (@nomadenroute_)

Malvika Sehgaa Kaura began her
adventures of life at the age of 45,
when she started travelling. With

over 1 lakh plus followers on Instagram, even
she had to face certain constraints as a woman
while she travelled. 

“How can you be so irresponsible as to
travel solo? Where’s the need to go around
the world alone, being a woman? Do you
not have anyone you can travel with? All
these questions and more when I started
solo travel! Earlier, I would respond to
them; now, I just smile, grateful for their
concern; however, solo travel is my choice,”

said Malvika.
To this she further

told the Pioneer that
travel , especially solo, for a woman is a
conscious choice and safety is imperative
anywhere. For her, it’s exploring in the day,
using busy routes, having all her
money/passport and cards on her in a
shoulder pouch or my room locker, along
with abstaining from sharing my live
location or disclosing that she is traveling
alone to anyone she bumps into. 

MALVIKA SEHGAAL KAURA
(@malvikasehgaalkaura)

THE WANDERLUST OF THE WORLD THE DARING OF OWNING AN AIR BNB

Airbnb celebrated International Women’s Day by
quoting that the Indian women hosts earned over INR
2.6 billion through hosting on Airbnb in 2024. (ANI)

The ‘Bharat ki NARI’ is redefining possibilities beyond
boundaries, writes ABHI SINGHAL

For generations, societal norms have placed
limitations on women, defining their
roles within rigid frameworks. However,
the modern Indian woman is rewriting

these narratives, breaking barriers across indus-
tries and proving that the sky is not the limit.
From solo travel to entrepreneurship, and even
stepping into traditionally male-dominated fields
such as postal delivery, women across the coun-
try are pushing boundaries and paving new paths.
Their resilience, courage, and determination are
not just personal victories but powerful state-
ments that inspire change in societal expectations.

Women like Raksha Nagaraj, Ipsita, Malvika

Sehgaal Kaura, Nandini Bishnoi, and Aiswarya
A.N. are leading this wave of transformation.
While Raksha and Ipsita challenge stereotypes
through solo travel, Nandini is proving her met-
tle in the hospitality industry, and Aiswarya is
breaking gender barriers in postal services. 

The gig economy has seen a rise in female par-
ticipation, with women like Albila Khalkho enter-
ing e-commerce delivery. Every shift tests her
resilience. Her journey mirrors countless women
pushing against barriers, refusing to let fear define
them. Despite challenges, they inspire, proving
ambition and perseverance can break even the
deepest biases in a world still learning to accept.

THE COURAGE TO KNOCK

WOMEN IN POSTAL DELIVERIES

(Malvika Sehgaal Kaura is a travel 
content creator)

(Ipsita is a traveller & travel writer going by
the blog www.nomadenroute.com)

(Raksha Nagaraj is a travel content creator)



EasyTiger is a heartfelt labour of love
by Mrs Meeta Ahuja. Born in
Thailand and later settling in India
after marriage, she brings to the

table the very flavours she grew up with. She
isn't just the name behind the brand, she 
is right there in the kitchen. Easy Tiger, locat-
ed in the newly emerging food hub of 
Global Gateway Towers, Gurgram.We began
with the Tom Kha soup, light yet deeply
flavourful. While I enjoyed its delicate 
balance, I still long for the day
when a chef will serve it with
the galangal, lemongrass,
and kaffir lime neatly
tied in a potli, so I can
savour the broth
without constantly
dodging these aro-
matics. My search
continues.

The Pomelo
salad was the only
letdown of the
meal. The fruit was
slightly under-ripe,
whitish rather than
the vibrant pink it
should have been, making
it a bit too tart. However, the
staff handled it well, promptly
replacing it with a raw papaya salad 
that was delightfully crunchy, served at the
right temperature, and had a spot-on balance
of flavours.

Next came the compressed watermelon
carpaccio, a dish where the excess oxygen is
removed from the fruit, allowing it to

absorb the
flavours of sea-
weed and mint.
A creative dish,
though at `475,
I wonder if I
would order it again.

The dim sum trio followed cream cheese
edamame truffle dim sum, tofu and water
chestnut gyoza, and Tom Yum xiao long bao.
While all were enjoyable, the xiao long bao

stood out. The chicken mince
infused with Tom Yum

flavours was nothing
short of outstanding-

I will definitely be
coming back for
this.

For mains, we
had the Tom
Yum fried rice, a
street-style Pad
Thai, and black
cod in ginger soy

sauce. The black
cod, while deli-

cious, was a massive
portion and priced

accordingly. A half-por-
tion option at a lower price

would be a welcome addition.
We wrapped up with a pandan-

flavoured Tres Leches, a fittingly indulgent
end to the meal. EasyTiger is a worthy 
addition to Gurgaon's dining scene, a place
where passion meets authenticity. I will be
back, and next time, I already know what I
am ordering first.

Itadakimasu!" - A traditional
Japanese phrase expressing grati-
tude before a meal, perfectly cap-

tures the spirit of Tamra, Shangri-La
Eros New Delhi's Wasabi Wednesday.
This midweek dining experience is a
celebration of authentic Japanese cui-
sine, bringing together meticulous
craftsmanship, fresh ingredients, and
a thoughtfully curated menu.

Japanese food has captivated diners
worldwide, and its popularity in India
has soared. The precision, balance, and
aesthetic appeal of Japanese dishes
make them not just a meal but an expe-
rience. The atmosphere on a
Wednesday evening exudes
authenticity. The staffs,
dressed in traditional
Shangri attire, enhance
the immersive jour-
ney, transporting
guests to a refined
culinary space
that hon-

ours Japanese heritage.
One of the most fascinating aspects

of the evening was watching the chefs
in action. The making of sushi is an art
in itself; every cut, roll, and placement
is deliberate, reflecting Japan's deep-
rooted culinary traditions. Presented
in a wooden boat, the sushi pays 
celebrate to the country's maritime cul-
ture, where food and craftsmanship go
hand in hand.

The Veg Yasai Futomaki was fresh
and crisp, wrapped in perfectly sea-
soned rice and seaweed, while the
Kanikama Roll, filled with delicate crab
stick, delivered a satisfying umami
depth. Served with freshly grated
wasabi, pickled ginger, and a rich soy
sauce, each bite brought a harmonious

play of textures and flavours.
Beyond sushi, the menu offered an

impressive selection of dishes. The
Truffle Infused Yaki Udon Noodles

had a velvety texture, with
the truffle adding a lux-

urious earthiness. The Japanese Golden
Curry was smooth and comforting, its
mild spices pairing beautifully with
fluffy steamed rice. For seafood lovers,
the Sea Bass with Ponzu Miso delivered
a bright citrusy tang, while the Golden
Prawn Tempura with Green Tea Salt
was crisp and delicately flavoured.

Every dish was plated with precision,
making the meal as visually stunning
as it was delicious. The sharp heat of
the Wasabi, the deep umami of the
miso, and the delicate sweetness of soy
sauce all worked together to create an
unforgettable dining experience.

At AAHAR 2025, MONIN India showcased its commitment to
India's evolving F&B landscape with its new launches. They

launched the innovative Pure Range, offering sugar-
free options like Mint and Red Fruits, and the

culturally resonant Raw Mango Syrup. Celebrating
the International Women's Day, MONIN honoured

women in the industry with a special mixology
workshop featuring recipes inspired by leading

Indian women. 

CULINARY ART INDIA 
A highlight of AAHAR 2025, concluded
its 17th edition, celebrating India's top
culinary talent. The live event
showcased the types of meals made by
different participants. Hosted by ICF,
ITPO, and Hospitality First, the five-day
event showcased innovation and
tradition. WACS-certified judges, led by
Billy Lee Chan Hoong, ensured global
standards. There were master classes
by renowned chefs like Guntas Sethi
and Nishant Choubey inspired

attendees. Chef Davinder Kumar and
Vivek Saggar lauded the event's

success in nurturing India's
culinary future. Immense number
of students performed and made
food items with breads giving
them creative and  innovative

shapes. The event focused
on international

collaboration &
solidifying India's
place on the
global culinary
stage.

Franke, at AAHAR 2025, got something  great for the coffee
lovers. Coffee lovers assemble ! Franke Coffee Systems debuted
its cutting-edge fully automatic coffee solutions at AAHAR 2025,
marking its independent brand launch in India. The stall buzzed
with interest as attendees experienced Franke's
premium coffee machines. With an immersive
coffee experience, Franke highlighted its
dedication to quality and innovation,
solidifying its plans for a strong, enduring
presence in India's vibrant F&B sector.

Mister Chai's new menu is a delightful dance between
style and availability. I write availability because there
is nothing that the Mister Chai menu lacks. Classic
comfort foods like the flaky Butter Chicken Samosa

and the hearty 'Punjabi' Aloo Mattar Samosa stand shoulder to
shoulder with daring fusions. Have a thought of Paneer
Khurchan Tacos, a playful nod to Mexican street food, or Masala
Amritsari Fish N Chips, enlivened with a tangy achari tartar sauce.

For those seeking familiar comforts, the Crispy Buttermilk
Chicken Burger and  Mister Chai Chicken Club Sandwich deliv-
er on satisfying indulgence. Even breakfast gets a local twist with
the Croissant and Kadaknath Egg Sandwich, a delightful blend
of continental and Indian flavors.

Sweet cravings find solace in the
Vanilla Mille Feuille and Tiramisu
Gateaux are elegant classics, while the
Dark Chocolate Sea Salt and Gold
Pistachio Caramel Pearls offer a touch of
decadent luxury. Health-conscious and
vegan diners aren't forgotten, with Vegan
Samosa Chaat and Kale Patta Chaat
showcasing the versatility of plant-based
cuisine in the menu. 

The beverage menu shows India's
rich tea flavours, with the
Shangri-La Signature
Blend ,  the Kadak
Masala Chai, and
Kashmiri Kahwa.
Modern palates
are catered to
with refreshing
Orange and
Coconut Iced
Coffees. Whether
you're seeking a
comforting cup of chai
or simply a place to chill
and relax with a good food
Mister Chai offers a warm
space. 
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“I KNOW ONCE PEOPLE GET
CONNECTED TO REAL FOOD, THEY

NEVER CHANGE BACK”
— ALICE WATERS

The taste of different flavours
and aromas was celebrated
in a culinary artistry fair in
the heart of Delhi. AAHAR

2025 was more than just a trade
show; it's a sensory journey. AAHAR
2025 saw bustling stalls overflowing
with colourful spices, mouth water-
ing food, the gentle hum of innova-
tive kitchen gadgets, new launches of
different food items, and the scent of
freshly baked pastries. Bharat
Mandapam was transformed into a
harbour for food lovers, a place
where stories are told through taste
and aromas.

Here, a seasoned chef demon-
strates the delicate art of crafting tra-
ditional Indian sweets, while a young
entrepreneur unveils a revolutionary

plant-based protein. Each booth
whispers tales of passion and dedica-
tion, of farmers nurturing their
crops and artisans perfecting their
craft. AAHAR 2025 is a chance to
discover hidden culinary gems, to
witness the fusion of global influ-
ences, and to connect with the peo-
ple who pour their hearts into every
dish. It's a gentle reminder that
food is more than sustenance; it's
a shared language, a source of joy,
and a bridge between cultures.
AAHAR is one of Asia's best
known brands in Food &
Hospitality shows. The show
has grown by leaps &
bounds in recent years  &
for global vendors and
sourcing professionals.

EasyTiger blends heritage and passion to
create a dining experience like no other

The clinking of chai glasses with the hum of
lively charcha, Mister Chai at Shangri-La Eros,
New Delhi, has reimagined the quintessential
Indian tea experience, writes ABHI SSINGHAL

Chai bina chain
kahan re....

At AAHAR 2025, Nestlé India launched the KITKAT Professional
Spread, a game-changer for the HoReCa sector. Their interactive
booth buzzed with excitement, featuring live demonstrations and
tastings. Chefs experienced the spread's versatility, enhancing
desserts with KITKAT's signature chocolatey taste and crispy texture.
The 1kg pack, designed for professional use, allows chefs to
seamlessly integrate the spread into various creations. The launch
marked Nestlé's expansion into cocoa-based spreads.

AAHAR 2025 bought together food enthusiasts
and industry professionals to celebrate the taste
of culinary passion, writes ABHI SINGHAL

DELHI’S BIGGEST FOOD FAIR 

An Ode to Asian Cuisine A Wasabi-
Filled Night

An immersive Japanese
dining experience featuring

exquisite sushi, grilled
seafood, and authentic
flavours at Tamra, says

SAKSHI PRIYA

FACTSHEET
Where: Wasabi Wednesday at Tamra, 
Shangri-La Eros New Delhi
When: Every Wednesday, 7:00 PM - 11:30 PM
Price: `3,500 + taxes per person

Highlights: Sushi, grilled
seafood, signature

Japanese curries, and
handcrafted roll

FOODFREAK

PAWAN SONI
C O L U M N I S T

Food critic and founder 
of the Big F Awards

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR



North Kerala, often overshadowed by the
world-famous backwaters of the down
south, is just as breathtaking yet remains

one of the region’s lesser-explored gems. Among
its treasures is Wayanad, a picturesque town that
tragically made headlines last year when devastat-
ing flash floods and mudslides claimed over 400
lives in three remote villages.
Nature’s fury spared no one, forcing countless fam-
ilies to abandon their homes and businesses, leav-
ing the local tourism industry in turmoil. Yet, amidst
the heartbreak, a silver lining emerged —Wayanad
became a name known across the country. While
this recognition came at a heavy cost, it also sparked
an outpouring of support from the government,
NGOs, and activists, who worked tirelessly to
rebuild and revive the town.
Today, Wayanad stands resilient, ready once again
to welcome travellers. Its people, with unwavering
determination, have restored its charm, making it
one of the finest destinations to experience the
untouched beauty of the Western Ghats. Calicut
(Kozhikode) and Wayanad remain two of the state’s
most unexplored and enchanting destinations.
While south of Kerala is renowned for its backwa-
ters and serene beaches, these regions offer a dif-
ferent kind of charm — one that blends history,
adventure, and untouched natural beauty. From
breathtaking landscapes to thrilling adventure

sports, Ayurvedic healing, and a rich boun-
ty of spices and honey, North Kerala is a treasure
trove waiting to be discovered. For adventure enthu-
siasts, Wayanad offers an adrenaline rush like no
other. Trekking through the misty mountains of
Chembra Peak, with its heart-shaped lake, is a buck-
et-list experience. 

The Edakkal Caves provide a fascinating insight
into prehistoric art and human civilisation. Wildlife
lovers can explore the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary,
home to elephants, tigers, and exotic bird species.
Zip-lining, rock climbing, and river rafting have also
gained popularity, making Wayanad a hotspot for
thrill-seekers. Kerala is synonymous with Ayurveda,
and Wayanad is home to some of the best

Ayurvedic retreats in India. Visitors
can indulge in traditional therapies,
detox treatments, and yoga sessions

amidst lush green-
ery, providing a
holistic wellness
experience. Saptha
Resorts and Spa at
Sultan Bathery in
Wayanad is one of
the finest service
and spa treatment
available. 
The fertile lands of
North Kerala pro-
duce some of the
finest honey and spices in the world. The Honey
Museum is an interesting place; it is informative and
interesting. You get to know about the types of
honey and also about the honey makers, bees.
Wayanad’s organic honey is renowned for its puri-

ty and medicinal proper-
ties, while spices like car-
damom, black pepper,
cinnamon, nutmeg,
cloves, and turmeric
have been exported for
centuries.

Wayanad forms part
of the Nilgiri Biosphere
Reserve, a stunning
expanse of rolling hills,
mist-laden valleys, and
lush tea and coffee
plantations. The region
is dotted with pic-
turesque waterfalls
such as Meenmutty
and Soochipara, adding
to its breathtaking
landscape. The cool
climate, rich biodiver-
sity, and endless
greenery make it a
paradise for nature
lovers and photogra-
phers alike.
Calicut, once a flour-

ishing port on the spice route,
is a city steeped in history. It was here that
Vasco da Gama first set foot in India, forev-
er changing the course of trade and culture.
Today, the city retains its historical charm with
landmarks like Kappad Beach and the cen-

turies-old Mishkal Mosque. Calicut is also famous
for its delectable cuisine, particularly the legendary
Malabar biryani and crispy banana chips.

No trip to North Kerala is complete without
indulging in its authentic cuisine, traditionally
served on a banana leaf. A typical Kerala sadya
(feast) includes an assortment of dishes like avial
(a mixed vegetable dish), thoran (stir-fried vegeta-
bles with coconut), sambar, rasam, pappadam, and
payasam (a sweet dessert). The use of coconut,
tamarind, and freshly ground spices gives Kerala
cuisine its distinct, rich flavors. The seafood deli-
cacies, such as meen pollichathu (grilled fish in
banana leaf), are also a must-try for visitors.

One of the most endearing aspects of North
Kerala is the warmth and hospitality of its people.
The locals take great pride in their culture and tra-
ditions, welcoming visitors with open arms and gen-
uine smiles. Whether it’s a friendly conversation
with a spice farmer in Wayanad or the generosity
of a family serving home-cooked meals, the human
connection makes the travel experience truly
unforgettable.

Whether you seek adventure, tranquility, or cul-
tural immersion, Calicut and Wayanad promise an
unforgettable experience. The region’s untouched
beauty and warm hospitality make it a must-visit
destination for those looking to explore Kerala.
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“BLESSED ARE THE CURIOUS FOR
THEY SHALL HAVE ADVENTURES”

— LOVELLE DRACHMAN
TRAVEL III

Tucked away in the northern reaches of Kerala, Calicut (Kozhikode) and
Wayanad are two of the state’s most mesmerising yet lesser-explored

destinations, writes GYANESHWAR DDAYAL

As I drive through the labyrinthine
lanes of Ahmedabad ,  I am
enveloped by the whispers of his-

tory that swirl around me. My destination,
a 150-year-old heritage hotel transformed
from the ancestral home of the distin-
guished Kadri family, reveals itself beneath
the soft glow of the moonlight. The
moment I pass through the stately iron
gates of Diwans Bungalow, I am greeted by
the beguiling charm of a bygone era,
arched doorways, intricate jalis, and the
gentle splash of a fountain creating an
ambiance that feels almost ethereal.

ARCHITECTURAL SYMPHONY
The architectural allure of Diwans

Bungalow is nothing short of extraordinary.
Standing confidently in the Raikhad local-
ity, this historic hotel is a seamless blend
of Gujarati, neo-Gothic, and Islamic influ-
ences, each detail embodying the artistry
of bygone artisans. With its whitewashed
facade and standout jharokha-style win-
dows, the bungalow showcases a captivat-
ing fusion that tells the story of its illus-
trious past. As I wander through its cor-
ridors, Corinthian capitals and colourful
glass work catch the flickering torchlight,
illuminating the craftsmanship that has
survived centuries. Each of the eight opu-
lent rooms tells a story of the Kadri lin-
eage, their names echoing the legacy of the
family. Accessed via a private staircase,

these rooms are adorned with a riot of
colours and handcrafted fabrics, combin-
ing modern aesthetics with antique charm.
The inviting wooden furniture and vibrant
Sanganeri quilts create an atmosphere that
is both warm and dynamic, whispering

tales of family gatherings and historic vis-
its from leaders like Mahatma Gandhi.

CULINARY HERITAGE
Beyond its history, Diwans Bungalow
serves as a culinary haven, celebrating the

rich gastronomical heritage of the Kadri
family. The fragrances wafting from the
kitchen beckon your appetite, where tra-
ditional Gujarati dishes intertwine beau-
tifully with Mughlai influences. Under the
skilled hands of Chef Sunil and his assis-
tant Rehana Bano, who carries forward
family recipes passed down through gen-
erations, every meal here becomes a
delightful exploration. I savour a plate of
khatta gosht, a succulent lamb dish imbued
with the tang of yogurt, and revel in the
flavours of Nizami paneer, a vegetarian
treasure akin to a heritage piece of art. E

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME
Diwans Bungalow transcends the concept

of mere accommodation; it extends an
invitation to experience hospitality
steeped in history. The establishment
beautifully encapsulates a blend of
grandeur and intimacy that feels like
stepping into a cherished memory. As I
relax on the veranda, bathed in the soft
glow of twilight, I am reminded that this
is more than a heritage hotel; it is a sanc-
tuary of stories waiting to be shared. As
I leave this oasis, I carry with me not
only memories but a newfound appre-
ciation for the rich tapestry of history
woven into the ver y fabr ic  of
Ahmedabad.

What makes Diwans Bungalow particularly intriguing is the indelible mark left by its original
inhabitants, the Kadri family. IM Kadri’s (now in his nineties) memories are a tapestry of laughter
and learning intertwined with the rich fabric of Indian history. With his father serving as a
prominent social worker and deputy mayor, the bungalow was often a nucleus of political
discourse and familial camaraderie, hosting renowned figures including Vallabhbhai Patel. IM
Kadri recalls lively cricket matches played on the manicured lawns and weddings celebrated
amidst the picturesque backdrops of the bungalow’s traditional architecture. 

ECHOES OF HISTORY

A Royal Kem Cho in Ahemdabad

In July 2024, Wayanad, a picturesque district in Kerala, India,
experienced one of the most devastating natural disasters in its history.
Torrential rains triggered massive landslides, notably affecting the villages
of Punjirimattom, Mundakkai, and Chooralmala. The calamity resulted in
the tragic loss of over 420 lives, with 397 individuals injured and 47
reported missing. Entire villages were swept away, and approximately
10,000 residents were displaced. 

The immediate aftermath saw a swift and coordinated response.
Rescue operations involved the Indian Army, National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), and local volunteers. Temporary shelters were established,
and essential supplies were distributed to the affected populace. 

In the months following the disaster, The community, along with

governmental and non-governmental organisations, embarked on
extensive rehabilitation efforts. Infrastructure was rebuilt, homes were
reconstructed, and efforts were made to restore the natural landscape.
The tourism sector, vital to Wayanad’s economy, received focused
attention to rejuvenate its appeal to visitors.

Several NGOs supported by the government are working tirelessly to
keep people busy and paid while infusing life into the Kerala’s traditional
artforms. Bamboo yet another produce of Kerala finds new meaning as it
is used to make mats and lampshades and many other artifacts. 
The district has not only rebuilt its infrastructure but has also

strengthened its disaster preparedness, ensuring a safer and more
resilient future for its residents.

WAYANAD: A REBOUND STORY

— Akanksha Dean is an independent food & travel
writer, a chef and catalyst.
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“SPIRITUALITY IS NOT ABOUT
BECOMING SPECIAL — IT IS ABOUT
BECOMING ONE WITH EVERYTHING”

— SADHGURU
TAROT IV

This week may bring significant overseas connections for
you, perhaps through a positive message from afar or a
family member traveling internationally. Be ready for swift
developments that could lead to unexpected travel related to
your profession. In legal affairs, you may receive a favorable
outcome. Decisive moments are ahead, requiring you to
make a crucial choice. Health-wise, if you’ve been unwell,
expect a recovery that will enable you to resume your daily
activities. As the week concludes, joy concerning your
children is likely; they may excel academically or a surprising
marriage proposal could arrive, prompting preparations for a
celebration. For those already wed, expect a deepening of
bonds and greater stability in your partnership.

Lucky number 4 | Lucky colour Silver
Lucky day Monday

ARIES March 21-April 19

This week calls for maintaining patience and opting for a
more solitary approach, possibly distancing from social
interactions. Engaging in calming activities like meditation or
deep reflection can help soothe your mind. Recent
frustrations, both professionally and personally, shouldn’t
overshadow this period. Embrace a positive outlook as
there’s considerable potential for financial gain and success
in new ventures. Trust your inner guidance to navigate
through simpler decisions and rely on your ability to analyze
situations objectively. This approach will aid in shifting from
a negative phase to a more harmonious one, ensuring a
smoother transition. You’ll likely discover valuable insights
into financial and emotional matters, leading you towards a
deeper spiritual understanding.

Lucky number 10 | Lucky colour Teal
Lucky day Wednesday

TAURUS April 20-May 20

Kindness, honesty, generosity, and tranquility are at the
forefront this week and for some of you, a deeply fulfilling
and joyous relationship is on the horizon. Follow your
intuition during this period because it could lead you to
dreams and passions you’ve had stowed away for quite
some time. You will smoothly and professionally navigate
challenges which, with your unyielding commitment to
goals, is quite effortless for you. Dedication and hard work
will grant you recognition from peers and superiors, which
further proves your ability to move on from other workplace
conflict and competition. Alongside, these accomplishments
will make you celebrate and enjoy a social gathering towards
the end of the week. Relish this shared happiness.

Lucky number 7 | Lucky colour Aqua
Lucky day Friday

GEMINI May 21-June 20

This week brings an influx of joy as your long-awaited
dreams come to fruition. Be it achieving balance in a
relationship or getting a job that brings you abundant joy
and pride, gratification is overwhelming. Things are
working out in your favor, giving you blessings and
acknowledgment. Many people get inspired by your
strength and stubborness, and it is likely that you will be
greatly affected by the wisdom of some elder. Adopting
new age thinking gives you respite and keeps your life
balanced. By the end of the week, all your activities,
sociable and dutiful as they might be, will reward you both
on an emotional and financial level, setting you up for a
bright future.

Lucky number 16 | Lucky colour Emerald
Lucky day Sunday

CANCER June 21-July 22

This week poses difficulties for you right from the start
because your recent undertakings seem to bridle you with
responsibilities, making you feel suffocated and stagnant.
These conditions can create an impression as though there
are invisible forces trying to thwart your movements and
ambitions. You might also feel that there is someone
opposed to your success and despiteshould further
obfuscate matters. Through it all, do not forget you possess
a latent strength which will enable you to rise above these
challenges. Later in the week, there will be an emergence of
calm and peace which will allow you to move beyond the
immediacies of daily living. Accompanied by loved ones,
you will be enveloped in joy and calm relishing the bliss of
life and the serenity within.

Lucky number 19 | Lucky colour Tan
Lucky day Thursday

VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22

Enemies of progress may present themselves due to your
achievements earlier this week. Employ caution as there are efforts
underway to stain your name. Negative forces around you can
misalign your creative energies. Nonetheless, it is your efforts that
will determine the outcome, not external factors. Expect some
resistance and confrontation at work because these conflicts may
arise because of your proposals and their acceptance will not be
easy. Exercise total control of yourself and be dynamic in your
approach. Stand unwaveringly on your ground but make
concessions where you have to. Toward the end of the week, a
gentle wave of nostalgia mixed with fondness may tempt you to
revisit some places. Spending time with family and friends will
greatly boost your mood and enable you to approach work with a
different frame of mind.

Lucky number 13 | Lucky colour Jade
Lucky day Saturday

LIBRA Sep 23-Oct 22

At the start of the week, emotional intensity dominates,
causing overreaction to minor challenges such as family
disagreements or personal health concerns. There’s a
strong desire for personal space, often filled with writing or
engaging in creative outlets to express inner feelings. As the
week progresses, a surge of motivation and vitality
encourages taking control of various situations.
Commitments are taken seriously, and you might find
yourself handling new responsibilities or pivotal tasks
diligently. This period marks a readiness to fulfill obligations
with precision and dedication. Expect major changes by the
end of the week that may alter your path. New opportunities
in your job or business are probable which would ensure a
beneficial shift in your direction towards a more successful
and prosperous life.

Lucky number 8 | Lucky colour Lavender
Lucky day Sunday

This week marks a significant emotional start as your
initial feelings are likely to amplify. A wave of excitement,
happiness, and fresh perspectives that have been waiting
to be discovered will manifest. Towards mid-week, brace
yourself for some potential domestic conflicts which may
anchor you towards past challenges. As the week goes on,
however, you will likely feel these dense emotions begin to
lift, allowing you to experience a much gentler and serene
state. This shift could motivate you to make a change of
scenery, whether that is through career moves or
important choices made by someone senior in your life,
which will be helpful. Welcome these transformations as
they are meant for aiding you in finding closure along with
new opportunities.

Lucky number 22 | Lucky colour Magenta
Lucky day Tuesday

AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18

PISCES Feb 19-March 20

This week, it is reasonable for you to feel accomplished.
Enjoy the comforts of being on favorable financial ground,
which will also provide you with a sense of security.
Regardless of whether the sudden influx is a result of your
own labor, your ambitions are success-driven. Fulfillment
during this period also evokes the need to introspect, to
appreciate one’s riches holistically beyond materialistic
tendencies. Reassess your expectations and prepare to reap
the rewards of advancing position, additional responsibilities,
and elevation of your self-image as a dependable pillar for
your close associates. You naturally command the admiration
of people owing to your nuanced and composed approach.
As the week wraps up, engage in self-reflection, whether
through meditation or yoga, and contemplate the deeper
aspects of your wisdom.

Lucky number 20 | Lucky colour Turquoise
Lucky day Saturday

CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19

LEO July 23-Aug 22 

This week, brace yourself for unusual changes, particularly
in your career sector. These changes might seem daunting at
first, but they are likely to work out in your favor soon. On
the other hand, if your recent successes have been making
you feel really good about yourself, think twice. There is a
real chance that some underhanded moves could pose
serious challenges to your plans. Either someone close to
you is trying to take all of the credit for your hard work, or
this person is involved in some shady financial dealings that
could put you in an awkward position. In spite of all of this,
your audacity and vibrance will prevail. By the end of the
week, your decisiveness paired with a proactive and
vigorous approach towards life will be considerably
profound.

Lucky number 5 | Lucky colour Maroon
Lucky day Thursday

SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21

MADHU KOTIYA

Madhu Kotiya is a tarot card reader, spiritual healer, and Founder, MShezaim Institute of Tarot and Divination. Contact details: madhu@indiatarot.com, www.indiatarot.com, M: 9873283331

This week, those with this sign are in tune with their more
sensitive side. They are naturally caregivers, extending
their help when it is required, and assist in healing the
suffering of other people. Every act they perform in this
context is motivated by selfless service for some altruistic
good. This period accentuates their tactful dealing with the
problems of other people, giving them relief and answers.
These people are unyielding; emotion and will combine in
a way that gives them a peculiar strength. Their attitude
towards problems is aggressive and decisive which is not
derived from emotion, and this often creates a good
impression among others. On the personal side, they are
good at establishing relationships and often turn out to be
the best friends of the other people whom they value.

Lucky number 17 | Lucky colour Tangerine
Lucky day Sunday

SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21

If you are feeling stressed due to ongoing challenges and think
about relocating to another place, it is advisable to first look at
your past experiences, current, and future expectations.
Obtaining this understanding aids in clearing one’s mind,
making the transition from a challenging phase to a more
peaceful one smoother. Please keep in mind that the choices
you make today will have a lasting impact in the days to come.
Choices, once made, cannot be undone so take steps that will
lead to results you are looking for. Consider the age-old adage
about how what you reap is directly proportional to what you
sow. The potential to encounter someone with whom profound
synergy is shared has been highlighted for this week. Having
someone who suits you the most draws your various energies
to work together so that, as a result, they shine together much
brighter than they would separately.

Lucky number 2 | Lucky colour Violet
Lucky day Tuesday

Step by step, the path is traversed; step by
step, the summit is reached.Steady and per-
sistent effort surely leads to success.This
timeless wisdom in Sanskrit reminds us that
great achievements are not a result of sud-
den leaps, but of small, consistent efforts.
Whether it is climbing Mount Everest,
building a successful career, or making a
meaningful impact in society, the principle
remains the same: every great journey
begins with a single step, and it is persever-
ance that carries us forward.
The Power of One Step at a Time
Imagine standing at the base of Mount
Everest, staring at the towering 8,848 —
meter peak. The journey ahead seems over-
whelming. But no climber has ever reached
the summit in a single bound. Each success-
ful expedition has been the result of years
of preparation, countless hours of training,
and step-by-step progress through treach-
erous terrain. Consider Edmund Hillary and
Tenzing Norgay, the first climbers to con-
quer Everest in 1953. They did not achieve
their feat overnight. They trained relentless-
ly, faced setbacks, and climbed step by step.
Even when they were just a few hundred
meters away from the summit, they had to
take slow, deliberate steps, often pausing
after just a few paces to catch their breath.
But with persistence, they reached the top
and made history. Their story teaches us an
important lesson: success is a process. It is
not about giant leaps, but about taking one
step at a time, no matter how small.Small

Steps Lead to Big Success in Everyday Life
This principle applies not just to moun-
taineering but to every area of life. 
Let’s take a look at some real-world exam-
ples of how steady, small efforts lead to
extraordinary success.
1. Elon Musk and SpaceX
When Elon Musk founded SpaceX in 2002,
many thought his goal of making space trav-
el affordable and reusable was unrealistic.
His early rockets failed multiple times. But
he didn’t give up. Instead, he learned from
each failure, improving the design little by
little.In 2008, after three failed attempts,
SpaceX finally launched Falcon 1, the first
privately developed rocket to reach orbit.
That success led to bigger milestones, and
today, SpaceX is revolutionising space trav-
el with reusable rockets and ambitious mis-
sions to Mars. Musk’s journey proves that
success is built on persistence, learning from
failures, and making steady progress-one
launch at a time.
2. J.K. Rowling
Before J.K. Rowling became one of the
world’s best-selling authors, she faced rejec-
tion after rejection. Her manuscript for
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was
rejected 12 times before a small publishing
house finally gave her a chance. Imagine if
she had given up after the first rejection. The
world would have never known the magic
of Harry Potter! Instead, she kept writing,
improving, and believing in her story.
Today, the Harry Potter series has sold over

500 million copies, inspiring millions of
readers worldwide.Her journey is a testa-
ment to the power of perseverance, even in
the face of failure. Applying This Wisdom
to Our Own LivesWhile these stories are
inspiring, how can we apply this principle
of “small steps” in our daily lives? 
Health and Fitness
Many people set ambitious fitness goals —
losing weight, running a marathon, or build-
ing strength. However, the biggest mistake
they make is expecting instant results.The
truth is, transformation happens gradual-
ly. If you want to get fit, start small: 
• Walk for 15 minutes every day before
attempting to run.
• Eat one healthy meal at a time instead of

overhauling your entire diet overnight.
• Do just one push-up today, then two
tomorrow. Over time, these small actions
accumulate into massive changes. 
Learning a New Skill
Whether it’s learning a new language, play-
ing a musical instrument, or mastering pub-
lic speaking, the key is consistency. Imagine
if you learned just one new word in a for-
eign language every day. In a year, you
would know 365 words, enough for basic
conversation. Small, daily efforts compound
over time and lead to mastery.
Building a Career
Success in a career doesn’t happen
overnight. The most accomplished profes-
sionals — doctors, engineers, artists —have

spent years honing their skills. Take the
example of Sachin Tendulkar, one of the
greatest cricketers of all time. He started
practicing cricket as a child, spending
hours in the nets every single day. Even
when he became a professional, he never
stopped refining his technique.No matter
your field, small, consistent improvements
lead to excellence. Overcoming Challenges
with the ‘Step-by-Step’ Mindset Challenges
are inevitable. Sometimes, the path ahead
seems too difficult, and we feel like giving
up. But remember this: 
• When the mountain looks too high, focus
only on the next step.
• When the goal seems unreachable, just
keep moving forward, one small action at
a time.
• When progress is slow, remind yourself
that every step counts.
Even in moments of failure, we are still
learning, still growing, still moving forward.
Your Everest Awaits
Each of us has our own Everest to climb —
a goal, a dream, a challenge. It may seem
impossible at first, but if you take small, con-
sistent steps, you will get there. As the
Sanskrit verse reminds us:
“‡ÊŸ— ‡ÊŸ— ¬ãÕÊ— ‡ÊŸ— ‡ÊŸ— Á‡Êπ⁄U¥ ªêÿÃ–
‡ÊŸ— ‡ÊŸ— ∑§ÎÃ¥ ∑§◊¸ Á‚Áh¥ ‚ê¬˝ÊåÿÃ œ˝ÈflêÊ˜H”
Step by step, the summit is reached. So, take
that first step today. Keep moving forward.
Your Everest is waiting for you 
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