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Women take part in a protest march to mark
the 66th Tibetan Uprising Day, in Leh on
Wednesday. =ani

Parliament passes Oilfields Amendment
Bill, 2024: A Bill seeking to amend the exist-
ing law governing oil and gas exploration
and delink petroleum operations from min-
ing to attract investments in the sector got
Parliamentary approval on Wednesday with
the Lok Sabha passing it. The Qilfields (Regu-
lation and Development) Amendment Bill,
2024, was passed by the Rajya Sabha on 3
December 2024. The Bill seeks to amend the
Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act,
1948, which regulates the exploration and
extraction of natural gas and petroleum.
Replying to the debate on the Bill, Union
Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri said prices in the neigh-
bourhood are at least 15-25 per cent higher
than in India.

PMreassures Mauritius CMMamataslamsLoP
onChagossovereignty Adhikarifor comments

India, Mauritiusagree to elevaterelationship toEnhancedStrategicPartnership

NIKHIL VYAS
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

rime Minister
Narendra Modion
Wednesday said
India fullyrespects
the sovereignty of Mauritius
with regard to the Chagos
archipelago as the two
countries signed eight
Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) including
one on sharing of white
shipping information.

Addressingajoint press
conference alongside Mau-
ritius Prime Minister Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam on
the second and final day
of his state visit to the
island nation, PM Modi
said: "We fullyrespect the
sovereignty of Mauritius
withregard to Chagos. We
will extend our cooperation
through forums such as
the Colombo Security Con-
clave, Indian Ocean Rim
Association, and Indian
Ocean Conference."

India has welcomed the
agreement between the
United Kingdom and Mau-
ritius on the return of Mau-
ritian sovereignty over the
Chagos Archipelago,
including Diego Garcia,
where there is a key US
military base, emphasising
that the treaty completes
the decolonisation of Mau-
ritius.

The agreement meant
that Mauritius would
assume sovereignty over
the British Indian Ocean

-

PM Narendra Modi on Wednesday received the highest
civilian award of Mauritius at the 57th National Day Cele-
brations of the island nation. During the celebrations,
Mauritius President Dharambeer Gokhool conferred the
Grand Commander of the Order of the Star and Key of the
Indian Ocean (G.C.S.K) award, the highest civilian award of
Mauritius, on Prime Minister Modi. This is the first time

that an Indian leader is receiving this honour.

Territory (BIOT) of Chagos
Archipelago, with the UK
authorised to exercise the
sovereign rights of Mau-
ritius on Diego Garcia.

Mr Modi'’s two-day offi-
cial visit to Mauritius which
concluded this evening
witnessed the inking of
eight MoUs and agree-
ments on currency settle-
ment system, credit facility
agreement, sharing of white
shipping information,
among others.

During the visit, PM
Modi also announced
India’s support for setting
up of a new Parliament
Buildingin Mauritius, and
Phase-II of High Impact
Community Development

ANI PHOTO

projects to further enhance
the development partner-
ship.

The Mauritius Prime
Minister said PM Modi
and he personally agreed
to strengthen the relations
to Mauritius-India Joint
Vision Document for an
Enhanced Strategic Part-
nership.

Mr Ramgoolam said
through this move, they
aim to take India-Mauritius
relations to the next level.

"During this visit, the
Prime Minister and I had
constructive discussions
on how to take our bilateral
relations to even greater
heights. In this perspective,
[am pleased to announce

that His Excellency Shri
Narendra Modi and myself
have further agreed to
strengthen our relations
to the Mauritius-IndiaJoint
Vision Document for an
Enhanced Strategic Part-
nership," Mr Ramgoolam
said at their joint press
conference.

Mr Ramgoolam said
their shared vision was to
increase cooperation across
various sectors.

"Our shared vision is
to increase our cooperation
in existing and emerging
sectors, such as space
research, Al, digital health,
ocean economy, pharma-
ceuticals, ICT, FinTech
and Cyber security," he
said.

Mr Modi said: "Today,
Prime Minister Navinchan-
draRamgoolam and I have
decided to elevate the
India-Mauritius partner-
ship to an 'Enhanced Strate-
gic Partnership’. We've
decided that India will
cooperate in building a
new Parliament building
in Mauritius. This will be
a gift to Mauritius from
the Mother of Democracy.
Efforts will be made to
modernize a 100 km long
water pipeline in Mauri-
tius."

Mr Modi further said
he and the Mauritius Prime
Minister agree that Defence
Cooperation and Maritime
Security are key pillars of
both countries' strategic
partnership.

against minority MLAS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee launched a
scathingattack on Leader
of the Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari in the Assembly
today, condemning his
remarks about Muslim
MILAs.

She urged him to refrain
from misleading people
in the name of religion
and disrupting the House
by tearing up official doc-
uments. “Learn to respect
the Chair,” she asserted.

In a fiery speech, Miss
Banerjee addressed
Adhikari's absence due to
suspension, stating: “You
play thereligious card, but
humanityis abiggerissue.
You cannotinsultanyreli-
gion and mustrespect the
Chair.”

Referring to the Prime
Minister's visit to Saudi
Arabia, she added: “The
Prime Minister visited
Saudi Arabia, where the
majority is Muslim. Your
Leader of the Opposition
talks about throwing out
Muslim MLAs. How dare
he make such comments?
Wewon'ttolerate sermons
on religion from him.”

The BJP MLAs, as on
previous occasions, dis-
rupted the House with
slogans during Miss Baner-
jee's speech on the censure
motion against Mr
Adhikari.

Miss Banerjee said: “The
Leader of the Opposition's
remarks seem aimed at
securing the BJP state pres-
ident's post, which is up
forgrabs. Tobe president,
one doesn’t need to wage
war; the deserving candi-
date gets the job."

Addressing the BJP's
unruly behaviour, Miss
Banerjee said: “I will give
you the chance to speak
first, but you must listen
whenIaddress the House.
Youshould notleave your
seats.”

She criticised the BJP
MLASs’ conduct, calling it
intolerable and disruptive,
particularly their habit of
tearing papers.

BJP MLA Sankar Ghosh

Jaftar Express hijacking: Security forces
claim operation over, 346 hostagesrescued

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, 12 MARCH

Securityforces have eliminated
all militants and rescued 190
hostagesinaclearance oper-
ation launched after an
unknown number of heavily
armed terrorists stormed a
Peshawar-bound train in
Balochistan's Bolan district,
media reports said here on
Wednesday.

According to security
sources, the forces successfully
rescued altogether 346
hostages, including women
and children, who had been
used as human shields by the
terrorists.

Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) Director General
Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry
was quoted as saying that
least 33 terrorists involved in
the audacious attack were
also eliminated.

The Jaffar Express, with
over 400 passengers on board
innine bogies, was onits way
from Quetta to Peshawarwhen
it came under attack in the
Dhadar area of Bolan Pass
on Tuesday, according to
security sources.

Following the attack, the
security forces launched an
immediate clearance opera-
tion, leading to the deaths of
all terrorists, security sources
reported.

“Operation concluded,
site has been cleared. All
hostagesreleased. Total res-
cued 346 - 168 last night and

Digital arrest: Centre blocks
over 3,962 SkypeIDs,
83,668 WhatsAppaccounts

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

The Indian Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre (I4C) has
proactively identified and
blocked more than 3,962 Skype
IDs and 83,668 WhatsApp
accounts used for Digital Arrest
scams so far, the Parliament
wasinformed on Wednesday.

Thel4Cunder the Ministry
of Home Affairs, in collabo-
ration with the Department
of Telecommunications (DoT),
launched a caller tune cam-
paign for raising awareness
about cybercrime and pro-
moting the Cyber Crime
Helpline Number 1930 and
‘National Cyber Crime Report-
ing Portal’ (NCRP).

The caller tuneis alsobeing
broadcastinregional languages,

delivered 7-8 times a day by
telecom service providers
(TSPs).

The governmentand tele-
com service providers (TSPs)
have also devised a system to
identify and block incoming
international spoofed calls
displaying Indian mobile num-
bers appear to be originating
within India.

Till 28 February, more than
7.81 lakhs SIM cards and
2,08,469 IMEIs asreported by
police authorities have been
blocked by the government,
the MoS in the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, said inawrittenreply
in the Rajya Sabha.

Directions have beenissued
to the TSPs for blocking of
such incoming international
spoofed calls.

178rescued today. 50 terrorists
eliminated,” one source was
quoted as saying.

Security sources also said
thatthe terroristsresponsible
for the attack on the Jaffar
Express were in contact with
their mastermind in
Afghanistan.

According to security
sources, the armed gunmen
forced the train to a haltina
remote, mountainous area of
the province on Tuesday after-
noon, with the assaultimme-
diately claimed by the banned
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA),
aterrorist group behind rising
violence in the province,
according to media reports.

Sourcesindicated thatthe
railway tracks had been
destroyed with explosives,
causing the train to stop, after
which firing began, resulting
in the death of the driver and
several passengers.

A day after
Airtel, Reliance
Jio announces
Starlink tie-up

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH

Mukesh Ambani-owned
Jio Platforms Limited offi-
cially announced on
Wednesday thatithassigned
adeal with the Elon Musk-
owned SpaceX to bring
Starlink'sinternetservices
toIndia, aday afterits com-
petitor Bharti Airtel
announced a similar deal.

“This agreement, which
issubjectto SpaceXreceiving
itsown authorisationstosell
Starlinkin India, enablesJio
and SpaceX to explore how
Starlink can extend Jio’s
offerings and how Jio can
complementSpaceX'sdirect
offerings to consumers and
businesses,” the company
saidin anofficial statement.

(Details on Page 12)

Oppn slams Sitharaman over
apparent remarks on Periyar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

Opposition members on
Wednesday hit out at Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman after she accused
the DMK of hypocrisy over
the ongoing language row.
Speakingin the Lok Sabha,
Mrs Sitharaman on Tuesday
lashed outat the DMK, ques-
tioningits stance againstim-
plementing the New Education
Policy (NEP) and its three-la-
nguage modelin Tamil Nadu.
She alleged thatan “elderly
person", that the DMK wor-
ship, had once described
Tamil asa “barbaric” language
that “cannot even help beggars
getalms.” While Mrs Sithara-
man did not name the indi-
vidual, she was apparently
referring to Periyar, the tow-
eringleader of the Dravidian

movement.
“Butamanwhorepeatedly
says Tamil is a barbaric lan-
guage, they keep his photo-
graph in every room, they
garland him and worship him
and say he is the icon of the
Dravidian movement. Look
at their hypocrisy,” she said.
Her remarks sparked sharp
criticism from opposition
leaders, who accused her of
acting against the interest of

southern states.
“Periyarnever demeaned
Tamil language... Nobody
can question Periyar's love
and sacrifice for Tamil society.
Our Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamanis asenior politi-
cian... she is well aware of
this fact, but she is trying to
politicise theissue...,” MDMK
MP Durai Vaiko said.
CPIMP P Sandosh Kumar
also slammed Mrs Sitharaman,
stating: “Nirmala Sitharaman
is infamous for such contro-
versial remarks. In her attempt
to blindly support the BJP,
she is always acting against
theinterest of southern states.
She should introspect this
personallybecause sheis the
Finance Minister; she should
treat all the states equally. It
seems that she is having a
special kind of vengeance
against southern states...”

Retailinflation fallsto 7-month-low at 3.61 per cent
in February; IIP for January recorded at 5 per cent

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

The consumer price index
(CPI)-based retail inflation
for February fell to 3.61 per
cent amid a decline in the
rate of pricerise in vegetables
and protein-rich items.

The consumer price index-
based retail inflation was at
4.26 per cent in January and
5.09 per cent in February
2024.

There is a decline of 65
basis points in the headline
inflation in Februaryin com-
parison to January, which
had the lowest year-on-year
inflation after July 2024.

Further, the year-on-year
inflation rate based on the
All India Consumer Food
Price Index (CFPI) for February

Retail Inflation
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The National Statistical
Office (NSO) said that the
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significantdecline in headline
inflation and food inflation
during February is mainly
attributed to the decline in
inflation of vegetables, egg,
meat and fish, pulses and its
products, and milk and its
products.

In the rural sector, asharp
decline in headline and food
inflation was observed in Feb-
ruary. The Consumer Food
Price Index (CFPI) based food
inflation in the rural sectoris
observed as 4.06 per cent in
February in comparison to
6.31 per cent in January.

Further, for the urban sec-
tor, asignificant decline from
3.87 per cent in January to
3.32 per cent (provisional) in
February is observed in the
headlineinflation of the urban
sector. A similar decline is

observed in food inflation,
which decreased from 5.53
per cent in January 2025 to
3.20 per cent in February
2025.

Notably, the Reserve Bank
ofIndia (RBI), which hasbeen
mandated to ensure retail
inflation remains at 4 per
cent (+/- 2 per cent), reduced
the short-term lending rate
(repo) by 25 basis points last
month to ease concerns on
the inflation front.

Theyear-on-year housing
inflation rate for February
wasrecorded at2.91 per cent
as compared to 2.82 per cent
last month.

The Ministry of Statistics
& Programme Implementation
has also released the Quick
Estimates of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP).

AL .

accused Miss Banerjee of
vandalism in the Assembly,
prompting the Speaker to
urge restraint.

Miss Banerjee coun-
tered: “Idid notbreakany
chair. If you can prove
otherwise, I will resign.
Opposition parties should
notresort to daily vandalism
just because they are in
opposition.”

Meanwhile, Mr Adhikari,
demonstrating outside the
House, accused Miss Baner-
jee of insulting Hindus by
referring to the Mahakumbh
asaMrityu (death) Kumbh.”
He declared: “Your fate
will be like Arvind Kejriwal's.
[will defeat you again, this
time in Bhabanipore, in
the 2026 Assembly polls.”

Opposition
walkout in LS
over energy
projects near

Indo-Pak border

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

The Lok Sabha witnessed a
huge uproar on Wednesday
over the clearance granted
by the government to arenew-
able energy projectnear the
India-Pakistan border.

Opposition membersled
by the Congress staged a
walkout on the issue.

Raisinga supplementary
during Question Hour, Con-
gress MP Manish Tewari said
national security and energy
security have to go hand in
hand. He claimed the mixed
renewable energy project
would run up to one kilometre
of the International Border
(IB). He asked whether any
relaxation was granted to
the proposed project.

Mr Tewari noted that, as
per security protocol, any
big infrastructure project
should be at least 10 km
away from the IB.

Respondingto the query,
Union New and Renewable
Energy Minister Pralhad Joshi
asserted that nods and
licences to any proposal are
granted after obtaining clear-
ances from the Centre, the
state and relevant agencies.
Hesaid that the government
was keen to produce renew-
able energy in the country.

The Opposition, however,
termed the replyincomplete
and misleading. Opposition
lawmakers alleged that the
government was working
under the influence of the
Adani Group and was not
answering important ques-
tions related to this project.

Not content with the min-
ister'sreply, Congress mem-
bers raised slogans on national
security and stormed the
Well of the House before
stagingawalkout alongwith
DMK members.
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Train cancellations on
Dolyatra: Following poor
passenger count particular-
ly during morning hours for
Dol Yatra, the Eastern Rail-
way has decided to cancel
some of the local EMU
trains in Howrah and Seal-
dah divisions on 14 March.
According to the ER, 65
EMU locals are to be can-
celled in Howrah Division
including few local trains in
Howrah-Burdwan Main Line,
Howrah-Burdwan Chord
Line, Howrah-Bandel Main
Line, Howrah-Sheoraphuli,
Howrah-Tarakeswar, Nai-
hati-Bandel, Howrah-Shri-
rampur and Burdwan-
Katwa.

Vasant Utsav celebrations
in school: The Delhi Public
School, Durgapur hosted its
annual Vasant celebration -
Vasantotsav 2025 with the
theme — sustainability and
reuse of used articles, rein-
forcing the importance of
environmental conscious-
ness through cultural
expression.

CNLF president Ghisingwarns

of political crisisinDarjeeling

Ghisinglamentstheloss of akey opportunity for Gorkharights, criticizesthe GTAsystemand urgesthe
centralgovernmentto findapermanentpoliticalsolution for Darjeeling before the 2026 elections

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 MARCH

he President of

Gorkha National Lib-

eration Front (GNLF),

central committee,
Mann Ghising, today stated
that the Gorkha community
and the Darjeeling Hills are
facing a severe political cri-
sis.

In a press statement, Mr
Ghising said: “The golden
opportunity for the Gorkha
community and the Darjeeling
Hills to secure their rights
and shape their destiny has
beenlost. The failure to imple-
ment the Sixth Schedule in
our region remains a signif-
icant and grave mistake,
resulting in increasingly com-
plexissues thatwe face today.”

Mr Ghising further elab-

orated: “In this context, I
filed a case challenging the
legitimacy of the Gorkhaland
Territorial Administration
(GTA) systemin the Calcutta
High Court. I had also
appealed to all political parties
in Darjeeling to boycott the
GTA elections, warning that
ignoring this appeal would

lead to serious difficulties
for our community in the
future. Unfortunately, the
crucial opportunity to boycott
the GTA elections was lost,
as various political parties
in the Darjeeling Hills chose
to participate. This has resulted
in the chaotic and unstable
situation we see in the hills

today.”

He emphasised that the
community’s finalhope now
lies in securing a long-term
and permanent political solu-
tion from the central gov-
ernment. “For the past 15
years, we have supported the
BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party)
inboth Lok Sabha and Assem-
bly elections. As our party’s
foundation day approaches
on 5 April, we urge the Centre
to immediately resume dia-
logue and take decisive steps
toward determining a long-
term political solution for
the Gorkha community and
the Darjeeling Hills. We sin-
cerely hope that a compre-
hensive political solution will
be realised before the 2026
Assembly elections. It is our
heartfeltappeal that the gov-
ernment listens to us and

takes the initiative to deliver
ajust and rightful solution,”
he added.

Mr Ghising also expressed
concern over the state gov-
ernment’s current tea land
policy. “The issue of 30 per
centofteagardenland being
allocated for other commer-
cial purposes has created
fear and uncertainty among
the people. Additionally, the
condition of the Cinchona
plantationsis deteriorating.
Tea workers are compelled
to struggle for their rightful
Puja bonuses and face con-
tinuous oppression from
both the government and
management to secure their
rights. All these problems
have emerged as a conse-
quence of neglecting the
implementation of the Sixth
Schedule,” he claimed.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 MARCH

Governor CV Ananda Bose,
todayvisited the India-Nepal
border areas to assess security
measures, border manage-
ment, and anti-smuggling
operations.

During his visit, he inter-
acted with Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) personnel, local
communities, and officials,
emphasising theimportance
of safeguarding national sov-
ereignty and addressinglocal
grievances.

Bose, who arrived in Siliguri

yesterday, began his tour by
visiting Alipurduar, where he
met tribal communities,
including members of the
Toto tribe. He honoured
Padma Shriawardee Dhani-
ram Toto and other social
activists, acknowledging their
contributions to society. The
Governor stated that his visit
aimed to understand the chal-
lenges faced by tribal com-
munities and evaluate the
implementation of central
government schemes designed
for their upliftment.

Today, Bose proceeded
to Panitanki, a key border

postunder the 41st Battalion
of the SSB. Upon arrival, he
was briefed by inspector gen-
eral Sudhir Kumar of the
Siliguri Frontier about the
security situation along the
India-Nepal border. The Gov-

ernor visited the Border Inter-
action Team (BIT) checkpoint
and interacted with SSB per-
sonnel, praising their dedi-
cation and commitment to
protecting the nation under
challenging conditions.

West Bengal Governor visits India-Nepal

At Gorsing Basti, Bose
engaged with local villagers,
public representatives, and
school students, informing
them about various govern-
ment welfare schemes. Stu-
dents from Sharda Vidya
Mandir and local youth per-
formed patriotic songs and
traditional dances from San-
thali, Rajbanshi, and Nepali
cultures, which the Governor
appreciated and rewarded.

Later, Bose joined SSB
officials, villagers, and students
for a community meal, fos-
tering a spirit of unity. He
also chaired a high-level secu-

border

rity meeting with senior SSB
officers.

The Panitankiborder post,
a critical trade and transit
hub, holds historical signif-
icance as a base for the Nax-
albari movement in the 1960s.
Established in 2007, it serves
as the eastern gateway to
Nepal and lies within the
strategically sensitive “Chick-
en’sNeck” corridor. The area
is prone to cross-border
crimes such as illegal immi-
gration, smuggling, and
drug trafficking, making the
SSB’srole vital in maintaining
security.

Unrest in North Bengal
medical college over
Watchmg cricket match
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 MARCH

The North Bengal Medical
College and Hospital
(NBMC&H) witnessed chaos
today after authorities issued
ashow cause notice to intern
Sunny Manna for allegedly
using the college’s Lecture
Theatre towatch the Cham-
pions Trophy final between
India and New Zealand.

The situation escalated
into a full-blown confronta-
tion, with students staging
protests and demanding
answers from the adminis-
tration.

The controversy began
when an “unidentified group”
reportedly attacked Sunny
Manna, leaving him injured.
Thisincident sparked outrage
among students, who claimed
that Manna was innocent
and had not unlocked the
Lecture Theatre himself. A
large group of agitated med-
ical students confined the
dean of NBMC&H for several
hours, demanding an expla-
nation for the show cause
notice and questioning the
motives behind it.

Tensions flared further
as clashes broke out between
two groups of students within
the college premises this
afternoon. The atmosphere
turned volatile, with heated
altercations adding to the

1_“1. k =

| # rumrnnnm '.-.'-I?llﬂ-ﬂT.'hl :-n:ﬂ-.-_.-.*r e B

r

—
HTST=

|r " .'.-"I 1|.' l:.rl =i

Chaos erupted at
NBMC&H after intern
Sunny Manna
received a show
cause notice for
watching a match in
the Lecture Theatre.
Protests followed
after Manna was
attacked, with stu-
dents demanding jus-
tice.

unrest. Protesting students
argued that the notice was
unjustified and that Manna
was being unfairly target-
ed.

“Sunny Manna is inno-
cent. He did not unlock the
Lecture Theatre, and there
is no evidence to support
these allegations. This is a
conspiracy to harass him,”
said one of the protesting
students. The students also
demanded action against
the unidentified attackers,
who injured Manna.

As the situation remains
tense, authorities are under
pressure toresolve the issue
swiftly and ensure the safety
ofall students. Theincident
has also raised questions
about the handling of disci-
plinaryactions and the need
for clearer communication
between the administration
and the student body.
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& HOD, Purchase, KTPS, Mobile: 8336004051, E-mall: sdas0t @whpdel co.dn
For detads plaase vist: hitps:/whienders.gov.in

o | 8 e Eq-nmrg

ancies/ Companies in 2 par! bid sysiam

rk Altached {Hm:wn'du IT
at 14:00 hrs. Bid

ICA- TEHAR| T FTS

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TEMDER NOTICE

Office of the Chief Medical Officer of
Health & Secretary, District Health &
Family Welfare Samitl, North 214
Parganas, Kol-700124, invites E-Tender
for “Supply of ECD kit wnder HEYC
programme” (Vide Memo no- NIT Mo,
CMOH-MN2aPgs Tondar,/HBYCKit)/2516
dt - 07.03.25 at this Instlution. Date of
Pubdishing: 12.03.2025 at 1000 a.m.
Technical & Financial Aid Submission
Closing Date) 20.03,2025, 6.00 p.m. For
Detailn, Please vinlt p=
www whitenders, gov,in,
wwnww . whhealth.gov.lna.
www, norfh2dparganas.gov.in
Sdf- Chiefl Medical Cificer of Heakth &
Secretary, DHstrict Health B Famlly
Weltare Samitl, North 24 Parganas

ICA- TH4I&3)T02E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Office of the Director
Institute of Psychiatry - CDE
7, D. L. Khan Road, Kolkata — TOOO2S
Phone No. 033-2223-6048
TENDER NOTICE
The Directar, Institute of Piychiatry -
COE, invites bids through e-tender (2=
gall) from reliable Firm/Distributor/
Manufacturer for the supply of
Medicing (Memo No. F257161
Dated, OROI/I02S). Interested Bidders
may please wislt the website - hitpy//
whienders.gow.in & hites.//www,
for detally, Tender D
2025_DIP_B25386_1Pre-bid meeting
on: 13032025 12:00 Noon,
Sd/- Director, Institute of Psychiatry
= COE, Kolkata - 25 iCa- TS4sa0y00s

. The West

Power Devel

A Gevl. of West

opment Corporation Limited

Bengal Enterprise)

i =%
& 3';,-' Corporate identity No. U401 04WB13855GC035154
[ == K

<

Aot No.: WBPDCL / Tend

NIT No.: wmmﬂ

olaghat Thermal Power Station
PO. llm:nem. Dist. Pum.n lledinmw. Pin-T21137

Dated : 06.03.2025

ko

format are invited af Hitps.! by
Agencies | Comparses in 2 Part bid systern for

- in me
MIT.M WHM““IHT
Unit#5 & 6 under EM-IPH KTPS" 04

snder Documaen! Downlosd Start Date

End Date: 04.04.2025 at 14.30 PM. Contact
Mo.: 8310004051, E-mall: cc_kipsi@wbpdcl.con

| Power Development ration Limited
mamnﬁuﬂm CNPG

= Tha West Bangal Power Development Corporation Limited
A Govl. of West Bangal Enterprisa)
rate dentity No. U40104WB 18B556G0C039154

Regielored & Corparals OXice - Bidyut Unnayan Bhaban

Plol Mao.: ?.G Lh Block, Sa:l!nr- iil, Bidhanna
i)

Asf Mo.: WBPDCL / Tend
' WB
Selection of Im

mvailable at the Wes! Bengal
Medical Treatment Scheme 2014".

10:00 e, Contact Paraon: Smi,

HFLF_?.!J_I"_

plementation Support Dﬁmq I"HHPﬂt".’L
Medical Schema for the Relired Employeas, '.'Elli" im ling with the Rate Chart
Hoalth lor all Employees and Pensioners Cashless

ar, Kol-T00106
l:lnr 10,03.2025

HIT Documant Download Stari Daka/ I!.ihll 16.03. 2028 from 18:00 hes./ 25,03, 2025 o
E=-mail: & onss@wbpod.ooin For details plsse v

{F5), M&C. Contct No.: 8240042058,

il w’nm In
i THASA[2N2025

= The West Ben?al Power Development L‘u;purﬂtiun Limited
h A Govl, of Wes! Bengal Enterprisa

Corporate ldentity

No. U40104WB15855GC039154

Bakreswar Thermal Power Project
P.O. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Emecutive Enginesr (PW.D), Jalpaigun
Devision, Jalpaigur invites anfine tender
for the work of "Engagement of an
imipection Vehicle [diesel driven) an a
monthly hirng bk for the official e
af the Superintending Englneer, North
Bengal Construction Clrele No. I,
PWDEe,, Jalpalgurl.”" Tender |d:
2005 F'HI'EI _B26136_1, NhkeQl Mo, 05 of
3034 _ 25 [ L cali). Bed submidslon cloding
date jonlineg): 24-08-2025 a1 15:00 Hrs.
Technlcal Dpening date (anline);
26-03-3025 st 1600 Hry, Corrigendwm if
arry will be publahed In webslbe anly
Detally of NIT decuments may be
downloaded Vrom
hitp.//whisnderi.gov.in Sd/- EE,
BALPRIGLIRI DIVISION, PWD

IEA- TESOT| 2026

- The West Ben

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
[[N.LT. Ne. 2580t MD/WESTC dated
=11.03.2025]]
(Abridged e-Tender)

Tender, in prescribed form In two
parta wip. Technical & Financial
Bideg are Invited Tor the works
below: - 1. Repair of Bagbarar
letty, Tender |.D.: 2025 _WHBSTC
B25%22_1; 2. Repair of Falrlie
letty, Tender 1.0, 3025 _WRSETC_
825951 1. Please visit website]
www. whienders.gov.in
M. Managing Directorn, For W.B.5.T.C, Lid,
ICA- TERERO(AN2D2E

Power Development Corporation Limited

Govl. ol West Bengal Enterprise)
1 identity No. mmmwmm&nm:mu

hitps:/ whienders.gov.in

I’Iﬂﬂﬂlﬂ
ol 100KVA

NIT Document Downiocad Start Date /Bid End Date : 07.03 2025 from 18:00 hrs./
21.03.2025 &t 10:00 hrs. Contact Person: Mrs. Seema Das, Senior
Contacl No.: 9073300803. E-mail: £ dasi3@wbpdd.coin For details

MHmnﬂnr
sel with other associated

ME&C).
wigit:
k. TSREMI M2

= The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited

(A Govl. ol Wast | Enlarprise)
No. U4 NBTE;M‘rH
rdighi Thermal Power Project
Sagardighi, Dist. - Murshidabad, Pin - 742237

Corporate ident

- P.0. Monigram, P.

lormat are invited at m
in three (03) t-:lnm‘a

identity No. ummmimsl
Kolaghai Thermal Power Station
P.0. Mecheda, Dist. Pur’m Heﬂmipur Pin-T21137

Dated : 06.03.3025

E-Tenders in mwﬂmmmmwm the General
mmmmuw Companies in 2 Part bid system for

m %4 Prehaater & Flue/Alr Ducts), United”,
mmmmm 02 2025 at 14,00 hrs. Bld Submission

Start Date: 07.03.2025 at 10.00 hre.

SqTP?
mpihu“mmmﬂwza Inmrnuun-n v

Submizsion End Date: 11.03.2025 upio 10.00 hrs.
Coniact Person: Mr. Jaydean Kundu, Dy, General

[Engg.|. Mobile: E33630:3500. E-mail:

jrurdui@whoc con For details Clease visil : hitps: ICA- TE484(2)2025
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL | COVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

EMDA TENDER SOTICE
» o % e
Z024-20 2% [2nal call)

Temder o mviled by he ExXéeduittee
Engmeer, Hooghly Divsiom, W&S Sector,
ENMiliA, 1, BN Tagore Road Kolkma-
TonoTe, o eligible and  mesourcedl
contrnciom, for the work, Name of Work.
Extimmated Amouni, Esrnesi Money,
Timse af Cempeletion, Supply and dosing
of hmh srength cakiem  hypochlone
gmnular chiorme dirough the moclanical
sturing system  for makmg sokition of
wakei aied caleim basml prwisikes directly
charged on Bne mbection by meclonioal
regulated dosing pumps  during  sapply
hoigrs of nepective LGRS 10 schieve the
retslusl  chlwine of 08 mw 06 1P M
ibiraaphbonit he mapply perenl fram 0.5 ML
gapacity MAKORSAPUKLIR LAGK, Wand
M-, for m pevied of | (Cwe) vonr under
Stmkh y wmgram Selumicigal ared,
M 12 9 peliv-, a8 00N 01 yéasr, Enil
e wivd fmie aff oalioe W submisslan
0 0 202% upie 1630 b, for detsils
contagl 1he sbove office or visw ol
wehinite (R AITrA -1 28]
v i alla w  i ie

www wibenders.govdt 0 yreyaaNz0E

Tenders from bonafide bidders as per
GO are invited by the Executive
Enginesr, PWD, Berhampore Division
No.l. e-MNLLT. Mo. 17 of 2024-25. Tender
for the work "Sinking Tubewell (300 mm

APH, 12.5 HP Submersible Pump Motor
set near 3 Mo, barrack in Berhampors
Central Correctional Home,
Berhampore, Murshidabad® Estimated
Amount put to tender Ry 6 36,333.00
{Exchuding Electrical work, Item Rate
BO0, Sheat-1, 8. No. 1 to 8); Tender ID

2025 PWD_B25570_1, Details may be
obtained from office during working
hours and also from
httpfiwww. whowd . gov.in &

hitpi//whienders.gov.in Bid submission
stafing date and tme 11,03, 2025 froes

600 pr (I5T)& Bid submisilon snd date
and time 24.03. 2025 upto 2:00 pm (I5T)
H.E-Any corrigendum) and addendum,
il issued for this eNIT will be published
Onling mode only, 5d/- Executive
Enginesr, PW.D,, Berhampore Division
ol ICA- TSE0SE TS

| Power Development Corporation Limited
Gavl. of Wesl Bengal Enterprise)
Corparaie Mao. 401 04WB1885560039154
Kolaghat Thermal Power Sintion
P.O. Mecheda, Dist. Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721137
Motice Inviling E-Tender
Rel. No.: WBPDCL / Tend -Adv/24-25/KTPS/CC -3360 Dated : 06.03.2025
E Tarcers ir prescrbed tormat are rited at grln by the Gararal Manager, KTPS
WEFDCL o ailgbie ‘Companies in 2 *Claaning of Metro Duct and other
Draing gl A, B.C D& MH*HdMTﬂﬂHMI
Plants. Vegetations from EI.IHIH ol Rool of differend
Townshig as pre-monsoon activity Downiload Dﬂ: r&l‘.ﬁﬂrﬁa

‘.ﬂm.iH.HMEMDn 1EEAEE&ﬂI4mFH Contact Parson: Mr. Subhasis Das.
Telaphone No.: BIJEE04081. For cetails please vist hifps-'whisnders.govin ica- 755360202025

. - »
5 - e

¥ 150 mm} and supply & instaliation of §

detals plaase vist hitps:

End Date : 26.03.2025 af 14 00 hra. Contact Person: b Hmﬁ.mﬁnww
Ei!ﬂﬂtﬂﬂﬂi KTPS. Mobile No.: 8336808047, E-mail: kgupta@whbpded o
‘witenders gov.in

E—A—TEWIHH

=, The Vst

LX)

v Hﬁ“
1__.:__..-

E.-Tondart in lnrm.l'r

p invited a1 s R T
!Wt':lmwﬂln?ﬁn

al Power Dey nt Corporation Limited
Gowt. of West e o

Corporate idendity No. MTMﬁimﬂ
Kolaghat Thermal Power Station
PO Machada Dist. Puma Medinipur, Pin - 721137

Bengal Erterprisa)

Eyninm lor
quﬂmiﬂﬂﬁqmﬂﬂhhmmmm
. Tender Document Download Start Date. 25 02 2025 st 14.00 hrs. Bid

End Date ; 17.03.2025 at 14,00 hre. Contact Person: Mr. Ersaru Gupta,
m (PS) [Contract Call), KTPS. Mobils Mo.: B336909047. E-mail:

min For detals plaass visit hiips:iwhisnders.gov.in

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(B G o Weewt Brigal Erteeziing

WRSEDIL

et Ofte Welpa! Bhviewel Sl Secioe -l S wragar . Kodats - 70 %1
EFy ! P EIOE TRGL T HT)L www wiemixi

WBSEDCL invites e-Tenders as follows:

1) NI M WESEDCLDMY NG ELECTE- Tender/74- 25,1480, [ate: 04.00.2025 of the Divislonal
 boynagar Division. fsnimated Cost R, 49,31,650.78 for the work of Laying of 1,56 KM
I]ITHMmmnﬂlﬁwbwmﬂm!!w{thhﬂHﬂwwm Latan

undet joyruagar Drvraan

1 W0 Ne: DMVRSTD Tender/d?. Duse: 07002025 of the Divisional Manager. Barasat
Dibvision. Ertimuted Cont: B 384, 077.12 for the work of Laying of 7 mes. 17 kY 3Ce%5 1 men cable
foi effecimg lew Serviie (oemertion o the PHE PULF WOUSE &t Soulh ARIANAGAR undes

Berachampa ((L

3) W1 N PUMRO/E-TENDER/SMCTDE/ TMIL2024-2517, Date: 07,03 1025 of the
Mansger. Purba Medinipur Region Cuimated (s R 8,280,000 for the work of Supply &
diefivery of 3PH SM [T Distribotion Bax (Demensions: vide - § = 300 mm, W= 200 mm, D =115 mm
and made ot of [Thermoiztting Plrtic) Sheet Mouiding {ompound by the pmees of Het Pres
(erpremss Mouldng Confiming to 5.1 3410, Gobor: OF Wisne, Make: Esoo/Maosdonsinda

4 T Noo BRNDVE-TENDER24-2571928, Date: 06.03 2025 of the Divisional
Bhangar Division. Bsfsnated (oat- Rs. 7,19, 000/ hmtmid'&mmddehmydtmm
ummau:muu I B0} e 100 KA transiormer under Bhaeg

it hittps://'whtenders.gov.in & www.whseddin  ca =

—
r—
—
——
—_—
—_—

Motice Inviting E-Tender
Ref No.: WBPDCL M-Mﬂf!la!ﬁlﬁﬁlh‘!ﬁﬁ-m Dated: 10.03.2025

NIT No.: WBPDCL /BKTPP/NIT/E3609/24-25
E-Tenders in prescribed lormat are imvited a1 hitps: Mmmaraau-:l by General Manager
Hkl'F'F' 1||'|' P'-IJ-EL I'mm gligiblea iag/Comganias in 2 Fart bid system foe "Deep
ot BKTPS Plani Pramises ", Tender Document
El.ln Date: 11J.E|3.21:I35 &l 10:00 AM, Bid Submission Dale: 02.04 2025
it (4:00 PM. Contact Person: Mr. Indrani| C , Dy. Ganaral Manager - CC, BRTPP,
WEFDCL. Mobile; 8373055604, E-mail: co_bkip uﬂpddmln-mhhlpp@qrmm
For detalls pleasa wait: hitps:'whtenders.gov.in 1CA- THESS(7)2035

The West EanFai Power Development Corporation Limiled
B A Gowt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Corporate identity Mo, U40104WB 1885560039154
Santaidih Thermal Powar Station
Purulia, Pin - T23146

= P.0. Santaldih Thermal Plant, Dist. -
™

Motice Inviting E-Tender
Ratf. No.: WBPDCL ! Tend -Adv/24-25/STPS/CC 3281 Datad: 10.03.2025

NIT No.: WBPDCL /STPS/NIT/E3927/24-25
E-Tendars In prescrbed lormat ane imaled at hitpe:wbienders.qonin by the General M

STPS, WEPDCL from eligible Wmﬂmudmhm of
Ceiki Fmﬂmﬂmm: I.Ill‘lﬂf Fan, Wal-mounted Fan under EM-0PH
TP.S., the WB ", Tender Document Download Stari Date: 10,03 2025

from 1500 hrs. Bid Submisslon End Date: 25.03.2025 withn 1500 irs. Contact Person:
Mr. D. Bigwag, Dy. Ganaral Managar (Purchase), STPS, Tel. No.: 08336804045, E-mall:
dbiswasi@wbodcl.co.n For detalls piaase visit Rittpa:/whisnders.gov.In ica. Tsssayaes

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE

Following E-tenders hove been Invited by the concernied TIA under the Directorate

af Flaharies, W

Erighlahmmei

Diwirict Y.,

Twaddss 1D

WRERIF ST (A
AR FlWIE 1)
O3 ER ™ALL

P by hiediting

JOJL_DOF_EpidT_1

| sl | F=i
:Iﬂrﬂﬁn|ﬂnﬁlm Harne ol Yerek i hems
L R —
| fainp by pil byl g
s o P Belidr M
®aisrdigy Laiiatnany, 601
dargiA | Parfa Kisiliiepa

ﬂ-ﬂﬂ'l il oF waier edvg

W | Power Development Corporation Limited
Thﬂ - A Govt of West EE-g,u Enterprise)

Corporate identity Mo U40104WEB 1885560039154

Bakreswar Thermal Power Project
P.O. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104
E-Tindlr

Dated: 10.03.2025

*!lﬂ-'m;:m - TPP

"“’i’#‘ o 4 st
tl-lmin.ll-l'-ﬂ..lﬂ Tender Document Downdosd
00 hrs. Bid Submission End Date: 24.03.202% at 1200 hrs.
Contact Person: Mr. Sumfl Dosoupla. Dy, Gerers Menager. HOD [Purchase Degt | BRTPS, WEPDCL
Mobile: 8336903511 E-mail: = sasgupis@woptcl co in/purchase bidpsSwipad co.in
For s Dagse vl Pftps. wiienders.povin ICA: TSS57 INM0S

i
1!
EE
§

| Power Devel lCo-rpmlinn Limited

A Gowl. dﬂﬂ!w

Carporate idenlity No, umu-wmmsm::mm
Bakreswar Thermal Power Project

P.O. BkTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Fin
E-Tlndlr

NIT No.: J'H‘I"I'-' 1 -

WHWHWWWLW
]
o S s G ot S S 58 BT

hrmh?luu-nw 032005

Date: 31 03 2028 nsmm%hu“mmm Genarzl
3 al

Manager - Engg -CC, BRTPP. WEPDCL. Mobile: 5373055604 E-tu:uw?tpmm

For deials pisase vsit hitps: whtenders.gov.in

= T31104

HoA- TSR T P35S

epaper.thestatesman.com

WREESE RO G
At FMIE LS
T3 5 1™ CALL)

i e i b, A il i
P L Tare Fallvobigy
Liluisatieg, 0T, umgns
Patliw hl-lllnw

O Pt i,
IR, B s

| mas_OOe Reiaed_3 e I

:uwh al Farmal datyile |t
I"m Badgeesi K aic

| WaOarmoP i

AL -|.'|-||l @

TOE4- J:|: CaLL|

Other details iy also be seen mt hnm.,-';wb,tendeuguym Sd,." Director of
Frsheries, West Bengal ICA- TEa2% 32028

BO2S_Dos_Exdadl 1

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Assistant Engineer, PWDte., B.M.C Electrical Sub-Division invites anling tender
for the woark of 1), Annual Maintenance of E1, 'Warks at Lokepur Admin and
Academic Bullding, MAD, Cardialagy, Eve OPD allied non- residential type bullding
under Bankura Sammalanl Medical College and Hespital under BSMC and H
Electrical Section-1ll, PWDte, For period of the year of 2024-2025——-- Necessary
outdoor fght installation, Mew Electrical iterns installation such as Light Fan,
Exhaust and allied Electrical Instaflation Waorks at Lokpur Campus of BSMC and H,
Bankura Under BMC Electrical Sub division Section I11. NIQ Noi
WBPWDTE/AE/BMCESD/NIO-65/0 of 2024-25. Bid Submission dosing date-
19.03.2025 Time-10.55 a.m. Bid opening date-21.03.2025. Tender 1Dy
2025 _WEBPWD_B25731_1. 2) Annual Madntenance of El work &t Ladies Hostel
[old) Building of Bankura sammilani Medical College and Hospital under BSMC and
H Electrical Section 1, BW. Dte, during the year 202 3-2024,| Electrical Work)
Repair and renovation of Glow sign boards and allied other E.L. Works of 5. B
Bows, B.C Roy Boys, Ladies Hosted old and new and Rabin Hall under BSMC and H
Bankura under BMC Electrical Sub division Section-ll, PW.Dte. NIQ Ne:
WEFWDTE/AL/BMCESD/NIO-66/0 of D024-15. Bid Submisslon closing date-
19.03.2025 Time-10.55 a.m. Bid opening date-21.03.2025. Tender I|.Dv
2025_WBPWD_825793_1. 3), Annual Maintenance of the E.1 work at B.C. Roy Boys
Hosted, Ladies Hosvel (MNew), Ladles Hostel (Qld), Chemmery Hostel, Rabin Hall
Hostal, Lokepur Cottape Bullding (Tetel ¥ Nas reskdential type students hostal} of
Bankura Sammalanl Medical College and Hospital under 8580 and H Electrical
Section-lil, For the period of the year of 2024-25 ——Supply Delivery and fixing as
replacement of Outdaor street Lights all around the Campus area of Rabin Hall and
Chummery Boys Hostel of BSMC and H, Bankura, NIQ Noi
WBPFPWDTE/AE/OMCESD/NIG-67/0 of 1024-25. Okd Submislon cloalng dato-
15.03.2025 Time-021.55 p.m, Bld opening date-21.03.2025 Tender 1.0y
2025 _WEBPWD_B25821_1. 4) Annual Maintenance of the £ work at Gynes,
Radiotherapy and OPD Bullding of Bankura Samimalanl Medical College and
Hosgital under ASMC and H Electrical Sectlon- 1|, PWDte. For the pecod of the yeasr
of J024-2025 Supply and Dellvery of Electrical works nems for day to day
Elscirical maintenance undes BSMC and H Electrics! Sub Division PW.DEe. NI No:
WEBPWDOTE/AE/BMCESD/NIC-68/0 of 2024-25. Bid Submission closing date-
19.03.2025 Time 0255 p.m. Bid opening dete-21.03.2025. Tender LDy
1025 WAHRBPFPWD B259867 _1, e-mall [ -
[eebelectpwd®whb.gov.infeebedpwdte@gmail.com/
H.com]. Corrigendum If any will be published in weabsite
:nhl. Details of NIT/NIQ and Tendér documents may be downloaded From
nders.gov.in 5df- Amit Das, Assistant Enginesr, PWDte., B.M.C
Electrical Sub-Division, BCR- TR V2025



bocal

The Statesman

KOLKATA, THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2025

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH

mid the continuing

crisis and tension

in Jadavpur Uni-

versity over the
ruckus within the university
campus on 1 March, the
Kolkata Police, on Wednes-
day, sent a communique to
the university authorities
seeking space within the
campus to set up a police
outpost there.

The university authorities
have confirmed the receipt
of the communique from
the city police and also
claimed that any decision
following allowing the setting
up of a police outpost within
the campus has not been
reached as yet.

However, admitted JU
insiders, implementing the
proposal for setting up a
police outpost within the
campus will not be an easy
task since the responsibility
of maintaining order within
any campus rests with the

educational institution
authority concerned.

"That is why the education
institution authorities gen-
erally avoid the entry of cops
within the campus to the
best possible extent. In such
a situation any decision to
set up police outposts within
the university is bound to

faceresistance notjustfrom
the students but also from
a section of the teaching
staff here," said a faculty
member of Jadavpur Uni-
versity, who requested
anonymity.

Already the Students' Fed-
eration of India (SFI), the
CPI-M student wing, has

Police recover bag with body stufted inside, 2 nabbed

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH

Kolkata police uncovered a
murder plotin which a busi-
nessman waskilled, his body
stuffed into a trolley bag,
and an attempt made to dis-
pose of it on Kalyani Express-
way, near Khardah in North
24-Parganas.

The victim, identified as
Bhagarama Debasi, a textile
trader from Rajasthan who
lived in the Girish Park area,
was allegedly murdered over
an unpaid loan of Rs 8 lakh.
The police recovered the
trolley bag late on Tuesday
night from the trunk of an
app cab on Kalyani Express-
way. Inside, they found a
bodywrapped in asack and
sealed with cellophane tape.
The victim’s mouth was
taped, and there were injury
marks on his neck, indicating
strangulation.

The investigation led to
the arrest of Karan Singh,
one of the two accused, while
the second suspect, Krishpal
Singh, initially escaped but
was later caught near Muk-
taram Babu Street, close to
ThanthaniaKalibariin north
Kolkata. According to police
sources, Bhagarama Debasi
had borrowed Rs 8lakh from
the accused but was delaying
repayment. On Tuesday,

T L P
Krishpal and Karan methim
at Girish Park, where they
allegedly laced his coffee
with poison. Once he lost
consciousness, they strangled
him and slit his throat to
ensure he was dead.

They then stuffed hisbody
into a blue trolley bag and
first took it to Dum Dum’s
Nagerbazar area. Around 9
p.m, they hired an app cab
to transport the bag towards
Nadia, intending to dump
it in a deserted spot near
Kalyani Expressway. The
accused’s plan was foiled
due to the cab driver’s sus-
picions. Rahul Adhikari, the
driver, became curious when
the passengers asked him
to stop suddenlyin the middle
of the road. When he ques-
tioned them, they became
nervous and tried to bribe
him to stay silent. Meanwhile,
apatrolling police van arrived
atthe scene. Sensing trouble,

Krishpal fled, but Karan was
apprehended on the spot.
Upon searching the trolley,
police found the body, Rs
65,000 in cash, and a blood-
stained weapon. After inter-
rogating Karan and tracking
mobile tower locations, police
traced and arrested Krish-
pal.

Investigators believe the
murder was premeditated,
with the accused having
already planned where to
dispose of the body. The two
suspects are currently being
interrogated for more details.
The case has drawn attention
due to its similarity to a
recentincidentin Kumartuli,
where a woman’s body was
found stuffed inside a trolley
bag. The app cab driver,
aware of that case, had ques-
tioned the passengers about
their suspicious luggage,
ultimatelyleading to the dis-
covery of the crime.

=

objected to the proposal
from the city police.
Meanwhile, a single-judge
Bench of the Calcutta High
Court, on Wednesday, lifted
the earlier ban on any political
rally in the locality in the
vicinity of the Jadavpur Uni-
versity (JU) campus till 13
March without prior per-

Farm,
construction
workers prone to
kidney

diseases: Doctors

KANCHAN SIDDIQUI
DURGAPUR, 12 MARCH

Bengal is yet to wake up to
the dangers of chronickidney
disease (CKD), which has
deteriorated further due to
desperate compromisesin
lifestyleand somehazardous
work environments, claimed
nephrologists ahead of World
Kidney Day.
"Risingtemperaturesin
recent years and people's
long-term exposure to sun-
lighthave also contributed
to the increasing cases of
persistentdehydrationlead-
ingto CKD," said Dr Sheikh
Mohammed Yunus, chief
medical officer, West Bur-
dwan, today. He added:
"Environmental pollution
isanother key factor, espe-
ciallyforlabourersworking
close to chimneys, who are
more susceptible tokidney
ailments." CKD prevalence
has increased from 11.2
percent (2011-2017) t016.38
per cent (2018-2023) in
adultsin the country, accord-
ing to a systematic review
by the National Library of
Medicinerevealed in2021.

Health experts sound alert on kidney malfunction

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH

Manipal Hospitals have incor-
porated “Kidney Resignation”
-abold, disruptive campaign
designed to grab attention
and spark conversation aiming
to convince people for kidney
protection.

The hospitalshaveimag-
ined a situation where the
kidneys stop functioning.

Just imagine about the
largest ever mass resignations
that India hasn’t recorded
ever where 292 crore active
participants have posed to
wash their “hands” from their
“tireless” routine. And this,
“Would reducelife to a grind-
ing halt across the country,
if not intervened on time,”
several expertsin the health-

FESTIVE MOOD

care industry apprehend.
The country, though has
acurrent population of 146.39
crore, still the strikers are
justdouble the figure! “They
are not men or women, but
they lend their ‘hands’ to
live a healthy life. They are
thekidneys - one of the chief
ingredients to run the show
of human life,” said Dr
Mohammed Fahad Khan,
consultant, Nephrology,
Manipal Hospital, Old Airport
Road, Bengaluru.
DrFahad’s allegorical nar-
ration ahead of the World
Kidney Day runs like this:
“Kidneys across the country
have shockingly resigned
leaving the entire medical
community stunned.” Dr.
Fahad, considering the gravity
of the situation hurriedly

carried the SOS call to Dr H
Sudarshan Ballal, chairman,
Manipal Hospitals that equally
triggered off a horrifying
response from the senior
expertwhen Dr Fahad placed
the resignation letter with a
charter of demands from the
kidney community. Dr Ballal
reacted: “OMG! Thisis alarm-
ing. They work sincerely
throughout ourlife. We can’t
let this happen. In my 50
years of career | haven’theard
anythinglike this.” He added:
“They are our loyal soldiers
and keep us getting rid of
waste products and toxins
from our body.”

After going through the
charter of demands placed
by the kidneys and a video
clip forwarded by the kidney
leaders, Dr Ballal said: “The

demand list they served entire-
ly talks about our healthy
life and better protection of
our kidneys, which we need
to accept for our benefit
only.”

The demand listincludes:
Improve lifestyle; Reduce
processed food; Avoid unnec-
essary popping of painkillers;
Give up on tobacco; Drink
enough water; Control blood
sugar & blood pressure; Get
an annual kidney check-up.

Dr Ballal also emphasised:
“Kidney disease is largely
preventable with simple
lifestyle changes. Awareness
is the first step towards better
kidney health and people
need to stay hydrated, eat
right, pursueregular exercise,
and get regular check-ups
before it’s too late.”
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mission of the court, which
the same Bench had earlier
imposed lastweek amid the
prevailing and continuing
tension in the area then over
the ruckus within the uni-
versity premises on 1 March.

Lifting the ban on
Wednesday, the single Bench
ofJustice Tirthankar Ghosh

observed that the earlier
order by his Bench on 8
March had been enforced
partially and the court is
not keen to retain the respon-
sibility in the matter fur-
ther.

Justice Ghosh also observed
that henceforth the organi-
sations or parties desiring to

conducttheralliesin the area
will have to approach the
administrative authorities con-
cerned for the permission and
thelatterwould decide on the
matter.

In arelated development,
the Calcutta High Court, on
Wednesday, directed astudent
ofJadavpur University to coop-

TMC MLA hits back at Suvendu
for communal comment

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH

A fierce political face-off
erupted after the Leader of
Opposition, Suvendu
Adhikari, issued a direct
warning to Trinamul Con-
gress' (ITMC) Muslim MLAs.
Speaking outside the Assem-
bly on Tuesday, Adhikari
had declared that once the
BJP comes to power, these
legislators would be "thrown
onto thestreets." His remarks
sparked outrage, with TMC
leaders strongly condemning
the statement.
OnWednesday, TMCMLA
Humayun Kabir hit back,
stating: "We will also not
serve him sweets." Respond-
ingto Adhikari’s threat, Kabir
asserted, "If he comes to
attack us, should we offer
him rosogollas? If he insults
Muslim MLAs and threatens
to throw them on the streets,
we willrespond accordingly.
If he talks about throwing
us, [ will strike back." Kabir
further warned Adhikari to
withdraw his remarks within
72 hours and apologise to
Muslim MLAs, or else he
would face consequences.
"Hewill have to deal with
42 minority MLAs. Ifhe does

'-"'Hurl bl gy
"y -rH‘.‘.“
L 1]
il hhhﬂ._lll-- e

ey

not apologise within the
given time, we will handle
him in the Assembly itself.
Moreover, he will not be
allowed to enter Murshid-
abad. If he tries to, he will
see our strength," Kabir
asserted. Recalling a past
political episode, Kabir
reminded the Media that
back in 2016, despite being
TMC’s district observer,
Adhikari was not allowed to
enter Murshidabad. "He had
to flee like a thief. From
Krishnanagar Circuit House,
he called Didi (Mamata Baner-
jee) and urged her not to
give me a ticket. Eventually,
[ wasn’t given one, but the
electionresultslater proved
everything," Kabir remarked.

Meanwhile, BJP MLAs

staged a massive protest
inside the Assembly over
Adhikari’s suspension. They
tore papers and satin protest
outside the building, further
intensifying the political ten-
sion in the state. With the
war of words escalating
between the ruling and oppo-
sition parties, the political
atmosphere in Bengal
remains highly charged up
as both sides brace for a
fierce electoral battle ahead.

Pradesh Congress com-
mittee seniorleader Soumya
Aich Roy said it is the game
plan of BJP and TMC to
divide the vote bank of Bengal.
"People must avoid these
parties, who are trying to
divide the state in the name
of religion," he said.

Police SEEK space for OUtDOSt withinJUcampus

CalcuttaHigh Court' sJustlceTlrthankarGhosh rules students must cooperate with KolkataPolice'sJadavpuruniversityinvestigation
4 l § = ;

erate in the ongoing investi-
gation by Kolkata Police in
the case of ruckus within the
university campuson 1 March.

On 10 March, a student of
Jadavpur University
approached the CalcuttaHigh
Court accusing the Kolkata
Police of excesses against the
students of the university,
includinghim, in the name of
investigation.

The matter came up for
hearingat the single Bench of
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh on
Wednesday. At the end of the
hearing, Justice Ghosh said
the court would not interfere
inthe matter, and the student
concerned would have to
cooperate with the investigating
officials.

Justice Ghosh also said that
if the court gives relief to the
petitioner in the matter from
investigation justbecause the
latteris a student, itwould set
a bad precedent. The next
hearing is on 4 April. Justice
Ghosh directed all parties in
the case tofile theirrespective
affidavits by that date.

Vasant Utsav
at Bidhan
Shishu Udyan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH

Thousands of people gath-
ered to celebrate the Spring
Festival 2025 at Bidhan
Shishu Udyan. The event
featured a performance by
Bengal’s popular folk music
group Dohar. A colourful
procession involving young
members, parents, and artists
from Dohar started from
Bidhan Shishu Udyan, circled
around Hudco Mor and
returned to the park. Songs
like Ore Grihobashi and
Fagun Hawaye Hawaye rent
the air.

The main event took
place at the Kalikaprasad
Open Stage, where spring
was welcomed through
dance, music, and poetry.
Guestsincluded Dr B CRoy
Memorial Committee pres-
identand secretary Sanjeev
Dutta, and writer Chanchal
Kumar Ghosh.

Leaders seek CM’s support for a peaceful Ram Navami rally

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 MARCH

The Shri Ram Navami Mahot-
sav Samiti (SRNMS) in Siliguri
has appealed to Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for her
cooperation in ensuring a
smooth and respectful cele-
bration of Ram Navami on 6
April. The Samiti has requested
the temporary closure of all
liquor shops from 10 a.m. to
4p.m.onthe dayofthe grand
rally (shobha yatra), which
will see thousands of devotees
paying homage to Lord Ram.

Addressing the media,
Laxman Bansal, a represen-
tative of SRNMS, emphasised
the cultural and spiritual sig-
nificance of the event. “We
respectfully urge chief minister
Mamata Banerjee to instruct

administrative officials to
shut down liquor outlets until
4 p.m. on 6 April, as a mark
of respect to Hindu Sanatan
culture,” Mr Bansal stated.
He also highlighted that the
state government earns sig-
nificantrevenue from liquor
sales throughout the year,
making thisamodestrequest
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for a few hours of closure.
The Samiti has already
sought permission fromlocal
police authorities, submitting
official letters to ensure coop-
eration and security for the
massive gathering expected
on 6 April. Mr Bansal stressed
the importance of maintaining
peace during the rally, urging

the police to take strictaction
against any indiscipline that
could disruptthe event. “We
appeal to all devotees to main-
tain proper decorum and
participate in this divine pro-
cession peacefully,” he added.

This year marks the 14th
anniversary of Ram Navami
celebrationsin Siliguri, which
has grown into amajor social
and cultural event for devotees
across North Bengal and
Sikkim. Mr Bansal noted that
the festival has become an
example of samajik samrasta
(social harmony), breaking
barriers of caste, creed, and
division.

The Ram Navami cele-
brations will kick off on 31
March, with a series of events
leading up to the grand rally
on 6 April.

Shopping for Doljatra or Holi at Burrabazar = MmouL MONDAL

Kolkata Basanta Utsav at Maidan

BISWAJIT GHOSHAL
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IMA teaches students ways
to make organic colours

The IMA, Serampore, urged using organic
colours for Holi instead of toxic chemical ones,
warning of health risks. Students were taught
to make safe colours from flowers and vegeta-
bles to promote safety and environmental
awareness.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 12 MARCH

The Indian Medical Associ-
ation (IMA), Serampore unit
in an awareness programme
on safety measures during
Holi, has completely pro-

and in some cases, blindness.
The toxic colours can even

hibited the use of chemical
toxic colours and encouraged
the use of organic colours.
The Paschim Banga Vigyan
Manch district unit has come
forward to teach school stu-
dents the method of prepa-
ration of organic colours
from flowers and vegetables.
The Serampore IMA
branch president, Dr Pradeep
Das, while speaking in a
public awareness programme,
warned against the use of
chemical colours available
in the market. He said most
of the colours available in
the open market are prepared
with highly toxic chemicals
such as Copper Sulphate,
Lead, and Mercurousiodide,
which are very harmful for
the skin and eyes, causing
skin allergies, loss of sight,

have harmful effects on the
liver, stomach, brain, and
kidneys. Hence, the use of
organic colours, prepared
from flowers and vegetables
are much safer.

At the awareness pro-
gramme school and college
students are being taught
preparing organic colours
from marigold, palash flowers,
beetroot, and spinach leaves.

Spokesperson of the vigyan
manch Chandan Debnath
said some of the common
vegetables and flowers used
to prepare dry Holi colours
are quite safe and have no
side effects.

Some of the social welfare
organisations have decided
to use white abir (dry Holi
colour) to send out the mes-
sage of safety and peace.

City, districtstohaveheat

wavefromSunday: Met

SouthBengalto face heat wave from16 March, with temperatures expected to hit40°Cin four districts

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH

ome Sunday and

the stateis to getits

first spell of heat

wave of the year.
Four districts of south Bengal
are set to sizzle for a few
days with the weather office
sounding a heat wave alert
for them.

Kolkata is also headed
for hot and humid weather
conditions this weekend
broughtbysoaring day tem-
perature and increased
humidity.

According to the Regional
Meteorological Centre,
Kolkata, districts of West
Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura
and West Midnapore are to
witness ‘heat wave conditions’
from 16 March. The weather
scientists have tipped around
five degrees rise in the day
temperatures with the mer-
cury hitting40 degrees Celsius
markin those districts. Even
the other districts of south
Bengal are to see hotter day
temperatures when the mer-
cury would remain three to
four degrees Celsius above
normal. Like the tempera-

tures, the relative humidity
isalso anticipated to be high
from that day. According to
the forecast by the weather
office in the city, the maxi-
mum relative humidity over
coastal districts is likely to
be 80-90 per cent and about
70-80 per cent over interior
districts. The minimum rel-
ative humidityis likely to be
30-40 per cent during the
heat wave period.

The heat wave, as
explained by the scientists
at the weather department,
isbrought mainly dry westerly
tonorthwesterlywinds that  and seizures.

are likely to prevail over the
region and consequently
heat wave condition over
the four districts of south
Bengal from 16 March. The
scientists have suggested to
avoid prolonged heat expo-
sure and outside work from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the
heatwave. They have also
recommended to drink suf-
ficient water, even if not
thirsty, to avoid dehydration
and recognise the signs of
heat rash or heat cramps
such asweakness, dizziness,
headache, nausea, sweating

Forest department bans Holi
celebrations in Sonajhuri

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BIRBHUM, 12 MARCH

The forest department has
banned playing of Holi within
Sonajhuri Haat areain Santi-
niketan, this year. The Visva-
Bharati University (VBU) has
already announced that this
yearitwill not organise Vasanta
Utsav officially.

Though tourists will be
allowed to enter and move
around in the Sonajhuri Haat
and Khowai areas, Dol Utsav
willnotbe allowed. The forest
department said that a large
number of vehicles are also
parked during the Holi festival,
but thisyear, both playing od
Holi and parking of vehicles
havebeenbannedinthecore

area.

The Bolpur forest depart-
mentsaid that due to tourists
and locals playing colours
many trees and plants are
damaged as both dry and
water colours are littered
around. To save the environ-
ment in Sonajhuri Haat no
Holi festival will be allowed.

Sonajhuri Haatis the most
popular site in Santiniketan
and hundreds of people visit
throughout theyear to purchase
localhandicrafts. Since 2020,
the Visva-Bharati University
has not organised Vasant.
Instead, it organises the Dol
Jatra festival internally. Due
to the global outbreak of Covid-
19 Vasanta Utsavwas organised
in 2021 and 2022.

‘@  WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Material Management Department
("e’-Tender Notice for the supply of Stores, No. EPS/63/2025)
PUMMWLH on behall of the president of Indla Invites the lollowing
advertised tenders through E-procurement System. No manual/postal
offers shall be enieriained. Tenders can be accessed under the link
website "hitps Jireps. gow in” for dedails and for submission of Tender

| Tendered Qty.
1 la1255071A] Manutactunng and Supply of High Viscows Nylon-66 | 246422 Nos
Insukating Liner

2 | 35254182 | Knuckls for upgraded high lensie cantre buffer coupler. | 178381 Nos

3 | H2A3160 | Fani Synihetc Enemel, Extenor Finishing Breshing Colorurs.| 73248 LTR

All Above Tenders Due date SrNo. 1 - 27.03.2025, SrNo. 2 - 03.04 2025,
& Sr No. 3 - 07 .04 _2025. “For tenders with estimated value below Rs. 50
lakh, nleresiad firms are advised 1o visit www ireps. gov.in”

Principal Chief Material Manager, WCR, Jabalpur
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NOTICE

Director, Zoological Garden, Alipare s
inviting e-tender NIT NO:
G/Accts/TGA/e-tender/2025,
T/Accts/IGA /e-tender/2025,
B/Accts/TGA/e-tender/2025,
9/ Aects/ZGA/e-tender/2025 for Supply
of food for animal of zoo veterinary
haspital & quarantine center at JGA &
Supply of Buffalo Meat for Rescue
Animal at 2G6A is 20.03.2025 up to
3.00 pm. For details see website
whtenders.gov.in & kolkatazoo.in,
CF & Director

Ioological Garden, Alipore

Qrid THE SPECIAL
COMMISSIONER

BUREAL OF INVESTIGATION
NORTH BENGAL, HOQ.

Oua o cancallston of pravious NIQ Ko
TOF, dt 18-01-2028 & freah quolsbons
are hareby inwlad for dapicymant of (02
(o) rrimx cabe | Mo AC) vadhiclas for of
flciml waer al the oMo of the undersigned
with Immadinte affeclt Terms and cond-
fions am displayed on the office notice
boamd. Bona hde pwners are invited o
submit sealed guotaten & this office
within 25th March, 2025 by 1500 hrs.

Badi-
Special Commissioner
GST, Siliguri
E-mad i splcct.sgi@wbcomtax.gov.in
For any querny bontact
S4342 FAO31, SBIZE 33704

ment of Maharashtra in appropriale class of Tender Nolice

No. 022-69309286 during office hours.

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
FOREST DEPARTMENT

MANGROVE DIVISION-NORTH KONKAN

Abhimaan I, 5th Floor, Teen Haat Naka, Naupada, Thane (W)-400602
E-mall: dfemmecui@gmail.com Parent Portal: hitp://imahatenders.gov.in

E-Tender

Tender Notice No. DFO/MDNK/54 to 61/2024-25

Online Tender Forms in B-1 Format, for the following work are invited by the Divisional Forest Officer, Mangrove Division-North
Kankan, Abhimaan ||, 5th Floor, Teen Haat Naka, Naupada, Thane (W)-400602 from the contractors registerad with the Govern-

The blank tender documents should be downloaded from Government website: hitp://mahatenders.gov.in from 13/03/2025 at
5.00 p.m. to 06/04/2025 at 05.00 p.m. Blank Tender documents will nol be sold by this office; interesled contractors have 1o
download lender documents from the website, For any queries in this regard the interesled contractors can contact on lelephone

All requisite information required for the submission of Bid Capacity documents is available on the abovesaid website. If any as-
sistance is required regarding &-Tendering (uploading / downloading) please conlact NIC Help Desk number: 1800 3070 2232

Sr. Name of work Estimated | Earnest | Time limit Cost of Blank
No. Cost Money for Tender Form
Deposit | completion | (Non-Refundable)

1 2 3 4 5 [

1 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with ¥ type angle Rs. Rs. 4 Months Rs. 1180
& 2.45 mmdia G.|. Pipe (Rezan / Concenti Deleled ire | 59,48,520 69 485 (Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) Near BKC Connector Bridge & Mithi River
al BKC (Bandra Kurla Complex), in Survey No.04 of
C.T.5. No. 08 In Central Mumbai Range of Mangrove
Division* North Konkan.

2 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with ¥ type angle Rs. Rs. 4 Months Rs. 1180
& 2.45 mm dia G.I. Pipe (Rezan / Concenli Deleted ire | 61,88,423 61,884 {(Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) Opposite MMRDA & SEBI Office at
B.K.C. (Bandra Kurla Complex) in Survey No.04 of
C.T.5. No, 08 in Central Mumbai Range of Mangrove
Division- Narth Konkan.

3 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with ¥ type angle Rs. Rs. 4 Months Rs. 1180
& 2.45 mm dia G.|. Pipe (Rezan / Concenti Deleted ire | 83,56,530 | B3 565 (Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) near Kamala Nagar Slum Entrance Road
at Wadala in Saltpan C.T.5, No.83 in Central Mumbai
Range of Mangrove Division- North Konkan,

4 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with ¥ type angle Rs, Rs, 4 Months Rs. 1180 '
& 2.45 mm dia G.I. Pipe (Rezan / Concenti Deleted ire. | 83,1995 | 83120 {Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) near lo the Bhakti Park Monorail Station
al Wadala in Saltpan CTS. No. 83 in Central Mumbai
Range of Mangrove Division- North Konkan,

5 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with ¥ type angle Rs. Rs. 4 Months Rs. 1180
& 2.15 mm dia G.I. Pipe (Rezan / Concenti Deleted ire | B3, 54 685 B3,547 (Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) near 1o the Casting Yard at Wadala in
Sallpan C.T.S. No. 83 in Central Mumbai Range of
Mangrove Division-North Konkan, .

6 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with ¥ type angle Rs, Rs. 4 Months Rs. 1180
& 2.45 mm dia G.|. Pipe (Rezan / Concenti Deleted ire | 83.21.750 83.218 (Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) Near Glorious High School at Trombay/

Turbhe in Sr.No.152P of C.T.8. No. 10 in Central Mum-
bal Range of Mangrove Division- North Konkan

7 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with ¥ type angle Rs. Rs. 4 Months Rs. 1180
& 2.45 mm dia G.L Pipe (Rezan / Concenti Deleted ire | 82,77,306 B2773 (Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) near Trishul Mandir & Star English School
at Cheata Camp, Trombay in 5.No. 152P of C.T.5. No.

10 in Central Mumbai Range of Mangrove Division-
MNorth Konkan.

8 | Construction of RCC Compound wall with Y type angle Rs. Rs. 4 Months Rs. 1180
& 2.45 mm dia G.|. Pipe (Rezan / Concenti Deleted ire | 83.21,750 B3.218 (Including GST)
0.75 mm dia) near Karbala Maidan at Trombay in 5.No.
152P of C.T.5. No. 10 in Central Mumbai Range of
Mangrove Division- North Konkan.

govemnment website will be final.

DGIPR/ROC-T056/24-25

1) No changes are to be made by the contractor in the tender documents published on the website. if any changes are made
the tender documeants will be rejected & action accordingly will be taken against the contractor. Information published on the

2) Right to reject any or all the tenders withoul assigning any reason thereof is reserved.

Mangrove Division, North Konkan

Divisional Forest Officer
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ABRIIDGE NOTICE
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e=-TENDERS fnviied by the BLDAO & EO
Makushipara Dev, Block & Pan. Saminy
Sakashipara, Bethuadahark, Nadia,
Diiferent work at different site. Tender
Id: 2ikd ZPHD 3266% 1. 2024 ZPFHD
#26604_ 1 to 5.Bid submision chsing
ilate (online): 26012025 at I M 1901
2025 ad 3 M respectively, Delails an;

https://wbtenders.gov.in

JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY |E=

Kolkats-T00 032
NOTICE INVITING &-TENDER
HIT No, : JUUE!R24724-25 Ot : 90.03.25
e-Tenders are invited from the
eligible contractors for civil works
related, Tender ID as under :
1. 2025 JU B24709 1 Rs.1,17,033-.
EMD Amount: INR 2,300/-.
2. 2025 JU B24711_1 Rs.7,78,760/-
EMD Amount ; INR 15,600/.. Last
date of e-submission is 22.03.25
upto 14,00 Hrs, Please contact office
of the University Engineer, Jadavpur
University for physical Verification
of the work site. For detail visit
hitps:/lwbtenders.goviin  Registrar

Sdi- 5. Doatin.

B & EO Nakashipara Dev, Block &
Pan. Samity, Bethuadahuri, Nadis.

Y MAHESHTALA MUNICIPALITY

| P.O. - Maheshtala, Dist.- South 24 Parganas, PIN - 700141
Phone : (033) 2480 1651, 2480 3389

Email : maheshtalamunicipality @ gmail.com

Ahridged Tender Notice

al - Last date of downioad
o, MNIT Work description and tubmiesion of fend
MAD/MMY Improvement and patch repairing of
1 |NiT-52124-28 Dituminous road different location 28/00/2025
R 'Iﬂ“ |under Ward-18, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, at 3:00 p.m
25, 26, 27, 20, 30, 31, 33, 35
Repalring of comen concrate road
2 ALY ol Vivekananda Pally, Kalitala 210372025
NIT-55/24-25| Ramkrishna Pally ard Barua Para at 00 p.m
under Ward-24
Details may be had from the http:iwbtenders.gov.in Chai

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
{Regd. Office: PSER Head Office, The Mall, Patiala- 147001 |
Corporate dentity Mo, U40109PB2010SGO03341 3
Wehsite: w W pRpelin
[ Mivkile Mo, 96461-555715)

us

E-Tender Eng. No. 767 1/P-3EMP-12958  dated 12.03.2025

[y, Chiel Engineerf Headguarter (Procurement Cell-3) GGSSTE,
Roopnagar invites B-Tender 1D No, 2025_POWER_ 136343 _ 1 for Supply.
installation, testing & commissloning ol semihermatic water cooled
screw chiller machine of capacity 120 TR at stage 111 GGSSTP Rupnagar
For detalled NUT & Tender Specibcation please refer to hiipsy/ieproc
punjab.govin from 12,03.2025/12.00 PM onwards,

Motz ifl.ul'iHn_'||i,||,|.I|1 B addendum, If any will be |-..|||-|.]||.,|1.;._|: online al
https:/ieproc, punjab.gov.in KTP-30/25

GVER Power (Goindwal Sahib) Limited

Hegd, CHfice: Plot Mo 1 Paigah Colimy, Sardar Pate]l Road, Secunderabad - S00i0
I':'Ia|.|!.|.1||..| Inadin CIM U0 0 TG P O D3RR
1A wholly owned subsidiany of Gurs Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPFL)
[ slep cluvivg w||-.|J|!. el -\.||.|'--.i|.|i.1r:.' ol Punjab Stole Power | vrperration Lirmitedd,
PSPCL)
| Electrical Depl. Head GATE, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for the work of
1. | Tender Engquiry Noy 024/ GATHELEC/ D 2001 7520 dated 1270372025
“TENDER FOR Supply of 1 FAN induction metoer”
al S0 MW Gurn Amardas Thermal Pland (GATP), Gotndwal Salih, Dt Tam
Jaran, Futijsh as per dytuils given In the tasicer specibcations.
| For detailed NIT & tender specications, please reler o hitpse!eproc punjab, gov.in
[ Fromn | 3003 2025 from 17 Hrs onwards,
Mote: Corrigendum wnd addendum, iFany, will be published online a1

It PP IjJtI.EI w.im

GATP-11725

WEST BENGAL AGRO INDUSTRIES CORPORATION LTD.

(A Govt. Undertaking)
Registered Office: 238, Netaji Subhas Road, 3rd Floor

NIeT-177 (2nd call), 221 (2nd call), 273 (2nd call)
and NleT-343 to 348 / 2024-2025 Dated: 12-03-2025

g-Tenders are invited by the Executive Engineer, on behalf of
Wesl Bengal Agro Industries Corpn. Lid., 238, Netaji Subhas
Road, 3rd Floor, Kolkata-700001 from bona fide and resourceiul
Agencies for completion of Civil & Electrical works at Bankura,
Murshidabad, Birbhum and Burdwan Districl. Tender document
may be downioaded from hitp:/iwbtenders.gov.in Bid
submission start date: 13-03-2025 after 9-00 A.M. Bid submis-
sion end dale; 21-03-2025 and 03-04-2025 up to 3-00 P.M.

Data: 12-03-2025 Sdl- Executive Engineer

HOWRAH MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
d, MAHATMA GANDHI ROAD, HOWRAH-T11101
Phone: 033 2638 32111213 Fax: 033 2641 0830
Wisit us; weww.myhme.in
Consarvancy Department
Abridged Tonder Notice for Paper Publication
G380 & Ex-Ofoio Exscudvi Engaset, M&LC. inviios s-londes i fumbPed Do ianding bendeoens
st A mubimil cfar alang wilh valld PAN Card, GET, 2T, ITR, Trade Licenses & aedenian
IS Harne ol work Tenoer Mo, K Dake

1 CoAdTRRTAN and rolervhlion of Brain unier H WG
Wand Ra =11, 188 FC (AWM & W) (3nd Call)

i T-:.|-|-||5;,|ln|;|||u:ul muu:llun dnla il ﬂEﬁr’n‘u
hagar area unider Waed Mo =T & B MBC (A
22 Avre npgrak, b 16 FC (EWR & W) (2rd Call)

Mg -3 2408
Dl 17-05-2020

Govt. of Jharkhand
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
@}‘1 Field Survey Division, Advance Planning, (ﬁ}

Road Construction Department,
Nirupan Bhawan, 4th fleor, 56-Set Chowk, Doranda, Ranchi-834002
g-mail— eercdapfidran-jhrignic.in

J!FI.EIII

e-Tender Reference No .-RCIVFSD /AP/ RAN/T2/24-25
Dated 11.03.2025

Consultney services for preparation of Detaled
rrrll_ﬂ.'»'l report for construction of rond- Deer-
Yark (an Ranchi-Mun road ) ramdera 1o 5111:-
Tikar-Rangamnfi rood upto Bama { 5illi bypass
road} ineluding replacement of culverts and
bridires, proposal of new culverts and bridpes,
complete Lond Acquisition Proposal mcluding
ownership details, Resettlement ond
Rehabilitation Proposal and Forest Diversion

Proposal including elearance of all stages etc as

required all complete as per Intest gubdelines, at
Runch in the state of Tharkhand from

Consubtants empunelled in Category-1 with the
Road Constrniction Depanment, Govermment of
Jhorkhnnd vide letier no -3063(5) W.E dopted 22 -
DOE-2022 wre allowed o bid.
45 [Days
D0 km )

Cost of Tender Document - Rs 50000 | Ripees

Five Thousand) (Non-Refundabie) through onlime

mode only,

EMD :- Rs- 20,000/ | Rupees Tweniy Thousand |
through online mode only. As per the
Deparimental Letter no 4652055 dated

Cost of Tender Document & |6, 1ICI023, cost of tender document and Emrmes)

4o Eamest Money Deposit Moniey Depostt will be received in onlbineg mode

{EMIY) only through e-procurement portal
{hitps: Jhnrkhondienders. govan b by Internet
banking' NEFT! RTGS focility s per Standard
Operntmg Procedure (S50F) issued by
Information Technology & e-Uovemance
Crepartment. Government of Jharkhand vide
ketter no- 120 dated 03102023,

17,03, 2025, 05,00 PM

I- Moame of Work

3.1 Work completion time
3-1 Tentative Length

{ [ate pnad Time of |‘|,.||'|||\|'||1|.H
77 of Tendes on afficial website
Last date and Time of
i~ | submission of Tender {'With
| Tender Fee and EMIT)
s Drane wwd Toming of Bid
Al opening

24.03.2025, 1230 PM

2503 2025, 12,30 PM

Executive Engineer, Field Survey Division,
Advance PMlanning, RCD, Banchi, Nirupan
Bhavan, 5652t Chowlk, Doranda, Ranchi-

8- Tender Inviting Authority
... E34002, Mobile No-805 1090751 __
___________ M u-'l'lm-;l.-unng_ ke hark handenders, gov.1

1L} PR Mo 47002 Road {24-15)
For further information please go through the webhsite hnps fharkhand

tenders. gov.in

U. . Mode of B submissio

Exveutive Engineer
Field Survey Division, AP
HRoad Construction Department, Ranchi .

PR.NO.348457 Road(24-25):D

| Conasiiucian X Henhyalion of sscondary Tmnspdn
atiar poank for garbags |ifeng under H MG Ward Ho
A, AL 56 & AT, A5 FCTEWM & W] Ginag Call)

B ahraanmn clnaing [onine) date. 00-04-2025 up o 5-00 P
Phaaia visl hitps:hwibbanders.govin

Q50 & Ex-ONicio Edecutive Bnginee:

188 3AV24-25, 12-03-25 Howsah Municipal GCorparatian

B3 KOLKATA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION ¢-TENDER

ABRIDGED NIT

The Executive Engineer (WS/BPS), KMC invites e-tender online
percantage two bid system for the following works :

{1) NIT No. : KMC/WS/HW/2024-25/20/1st Call

Mame of the work | Installation of new centrifugal pump-motor
set in place of old and damaged pump-motor set at Poddamagar
Head Works; Estimated Cost : 7 6,93,814.37; Earnest Monay :
¥ 14,000.00.

{2) NIT No. : KMC/WS5/HW/2024-25/21/1st Call

Mame of the work : Installation of new centrifugal pump-motor
set in place of old and damaged pump-motor set at Jadavpur
Central Road Head Works; Estimated Cost ; ¥ 6,96,536.32; Eamest
Money : T 14,000.00

{3) NIT No. : KMC/WS/HW/2024-25/22/1st Call

MName of the work | Installation of new centrifugal pump-motor
saot in place of old and damaged pump-motor set at 150 P.A.
Shah Road Head Works; Estimated Cost : ¢ 7,32,256.38. Earnast
Monay : ¢ 14,700.00

{4) NIT No. : KMC/WS/HW/2024-25/23/1st Call

MName of tha work | Installation of new centrifugal pump-maotor
setl in place of old and damaged pump-motor set at 16A, P.A.
Shah Road Head Works, Estimated Cost : ¢ 7,17,873.18; Earnest
Monay : T 14,400.00

(5) NIT No. : KMC/WS/HW/2024-25/24/1st Call
Name of the work : Installation of new centrifugal pump-motor
sel In place of old and damaged pump-maotor set at Chandi
Ghosh Road Head Works, Estimated Cost : ¥6,99,012,.84, Eamast
Monay . T 14,000.00.

{6) NIT No. : KMC/WS/HW/2024-25/25/1st Call
Mame of tha work ; Installation of new centrifugal pump-motor
sot in place of old and damaged pump-motor set at Jodhpur
Park Head Works; Estimated Cost ; ¥ 7,55,260.48, Earnest Monay
1 €15,200.00; Period of complation : 75 Days (For 51. No. 1 to 6);
Last date of submission of bid : 28.03.2025 - 2 pm (For Sl. No. 1
to B); Tender will be openad on ; 02.04,2025 - 2 pm (For S1. No.
1to 6); The bid forms and other details are avallable on and from
18.03.2025 (2 pm) (For SI. No. 1 to 6); The website
https://etender.wb.nic.in (For Sl. No. 1 to 6). 1483/24-25
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BJPsweeps Harvanapolls, wins

nine of 10 municipal corporations

TheCongress, which contested thestate civicpollsonitssymbolforthefirst time, failed to openitsaccount

AGENCIES

CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH
he Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on

Wednesday swept

the Haryana civic
polls, with its mayoral can-
didates winning Ambala,
Gurugram, Hisar, Karnal,
Rohtak, Faridabad, Yamu-
nanagar, Panipat, and Sonipat
municipal corporations.

The main Opposition Con-
gress bit the dust even in
Rohtak, the stronghold of
Bhupinder Hooda.

The Congress, which con-
tested the state civic polls
on its symbol for the first
time, failed to openits account.

In Manesar, independent
candidate Inderjit Yadav
defeated BJP's Sundar Lal by
2,235 votes.

In Gurugram, BJP's Raj
Rani secured 270,781 votes,
defeating Congress candidate

Seema Pahuja by a margin
of 179,485 votes, while in
Faridabad, Parveen Joshi of
the BJP won the seat with
416,927 votes.

In Hisar, Parveen Popli
of the BJP won by a margin
of 64,456 votes, while in
Rohtak, Ram Avtar Valmiki

of the BJP won by a margin
of 45,198 votes.

In Karnal, Renu Bala of
the BJP won with 83,630
votes, defeating Congress
candidate Manoj Wadhwa,
who received 25,359 votes.
In Yamunanagar, Suman of
the BJP won.

Oppn stages walkoutas Maha govt ‘fails’
toincrease aid under Ladkl BahinYojana

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH

The Opposition in the Maha-
rashtra Legislative Assembly
on Wednesday created a
ruckus and staged a walkout
to protest the Mahayuti gov-
ernment's "failure" to increase
the monthly financial aid to
beneficiaries of the Ladki
Bahin Yojana from Rs 1,500
to Rs 2,100.

The opposition claimed
that the Mahayuti did not
keep its poll promise.

The issue was raised by

NCP-SP legislator Rohit Pawar
who said that the government
has forgotten its promise as
ithad nothiked the monthly
aid to Rs 2,100 for women
beneficiaries of Ladki Bahin
Yojana. He claimed that there
had been no mentionin the
state Budget on Monday.
ShivSena-UBT legislator
Varun Sardesai demanded
that the state government
quickly pay the revised
monthly financial aid to
women beneficiaries. As
there was no response from
the government, the oppo-

Rajasthan Assembly passesthree
billsamid oppositionwalkout

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 12 MARCH

Amid ruckus and walkout
by the opposition Congress
members, the Rajasthan
assembly passed three crucial
bills within an hour on
Wednesday.

Altogether, five billswere
on the agenda of the House
on Wednesday. Ofthese, the
GST Amendment Bill 2024—
meant to replace—the GST
Amendment Ordinance 2024,
the Bikaner Development
Authority Bill 2025, and the
Bharatpur Development
Authority Bill 2025 were
passed by voice vote in the
absence of Congress. The
Appropriation Bill 2025-26
and the Rajasthan Finance
Bill 2025-26 were also sched-
uled to be passed by the
House later in the evening.

The 66-member principal
opposition group walked out
ofthe House in protest against
the hasty passage of the three
billswithout due debate. The
party demanded that they
bereferred to the Select Com-
mittee of the House.

From the onset, the oppo-
sition members were unhappy
with the government's "hasty"
approach tolegislative busi-
ness. Their frustration grew
further due to allegedly incom-
plete or unsatisfactoryreplies
from ministers during the
Question Hour.

In such an instance,
Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) Tika Ram Julie tried
to intervene, seeking a due
reply from Ground Water
Minister Kanhaiya Lal Choud-
hary to his party colleague.

However, Speaker
Vasudev Devnani did not
allow him, stating: "The LoP
shouldn'trise every time to
intervene. The ensuing verbal
exchange between Devnani
and the members of the
Opposition benches led to
an uproar.

LoP]Julie said, "Tam duty-
bound to assist opposition
members in obtaining the
necessary information from
ministers who fail to provide
proper replies or come unpre-
pared. The treasury benches
try to prevent the opposition
from expressing our views."

sition walked out of the
Assembly.

Notably, Deputy Chief
Minister and Finance Minister
Ajit Pawar after presenting
the Budget of the Mahayuti
government asserted: "We
had only said during the
Assembly election that we
willincrease the aid if voted
to power. Have I ever made
astatementaboutwhen the
aid will be given? Show me.
We will announce when there
will be a rise and after that,
the women beneficiaries will
start getting it."

Further, Chief Minister
Fadnavis also said that the
increased payout to beloved
sisters is being worked out.
During the debate on the
annual Budget, the opposition
leaders, including Jayant
Patil, Vijay Wadettiwar, and
Jitendra Awhad, among oth-
ers, allegedly slammed the
government for notincreasing
the monthly aid to Rs 2,100
for women beneficiaries.

In Ambala, Shailja Sachdeva of the BJP won the
mayor by-election, while in Sonipat, Rajiv Jain
of the BJP secured 57,858 votes to win the
seat. In Panipat, Konal Saini of the BJP won

with 1,62,075 votes.

In Ambala, Shailja Sachde-
va of the BJP won the mayor
by-election, while in Sonipat,
Rajiv]Jain of the BJP secured
57,858 votes to win the seat.
In Panipat, Konal Saini of
the BJP won with 1,62,075
votes.

Elated over the party's
major victory, Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini told the
media here: "The people of
Haryana have put their stamp
of approval on the triple
engine government... [ thank
the people of Haryana from
the bottom of my heart. Our
local body government and
this triple-engine government
will play a crucial role in ful-
filling PM Narendra Modi's

rn

vision of 'Viksit Bharat'.

Believing the civic body
election results won't have
much of an impact on the
Congress, party veteran Hooda
said, "The Congress must
have gained in some areas,
but I did not go anywhere
during the elections. [ don't
think these results will have
an impact."”

The BJP's sweep, especially
inurban areas like Gurugram
and Faridabad, proves its
dominance over the state's
political landscape that made
history in October 2024 by
becoming the first political
party to win three consecutive
terms in the state Assembly
elections.

Madhya Pradesh gearsup for
Simhastha Kumbh-2028;
32,000crallocated in Budget

AGENCIES
BHOPAL, 12 MARCH

Tospruce up the temple town
of Ujjain, which will host the
‘Simhastha Kumbh’in 2028,
Madhya Pradesh Finance
Minister Jagdish Devda has
earmarked ahandsome fund
of Rs 2,000 crore while pre-
senting the state Budget for
thefiscalyear 2025-26in state
Assembly on Wednesday.

The historic city of Ujjain
— known for Lord Shiva’s
Mahakal temple, will host
'Simhastha Kumbh'’ and cap-
tivate thousands of devotees
in 2028.

The Simhastha Kumbhis
aunique and sacred gathering
observed when, according
to Hindu astrology, Jupiter
transitionsinto the Leo con-
stellation, known as Simha
Rashi.

This extraordinary Kumbh
Mela is held in the holy city

of Ujjain.

This allocation stands
apartfromtheRs 18,715 crore
designated for urban devel-
opment, afigure that exceeds
lastyear's allocation by nearly
Rs 2,000 crore.

The funds are intended
to enhance the city's infra-
structure and ensure it is
ready to host thousands of
devotees expected to attend
this mega religious congre-
gation.

The fundswill bedirected
towards carefully designed
development projects, all
slated for completion before
2028, ensuringa city capable
of accommodating pilgrims
inaproper manner, the min-
ister told the state Assembly.

During a visit to Ujjain
lastyearin December, Union
Health Minister J.P. Nadda
joined Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav in reviewing plans for
Simhastha 2028.

Nitish Kumar should resignandretire
from pubhc hfe TejashW1 Prasad Yadav

. _ gl

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, 12 MARCH

It is high time Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar resigns
and retires from politics,
and spends the rest of his
lifein some ashram listening
to 'pravachan' (sermons).
He is not in his senses to
handle the future of 14 crore
people of Bihar, said RJD
leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav
on Wednesday.

The Leader of Opposition
in Bihar Assemblywas furious
at Kumar for reportedly mak-
ing demeaning comments
at former chief minister and
Tejashwi's mother Rabri

4 =y

Devi.

Mocking Rabri Devidur-
ing the budget session, Nitish
Kumar has repeatedly said,
“when her husband was sent
to jail, he made her chief
minister.”

There was ahuge uproar
in the Bihar Legislative Coun-
cilon Wednesday following
averbal spatbetween Nitish
Kumar and Rabri Devi. All
opposition leaders later
staged a walkout and sat on
a dharna. After this, Leader
of Opposition Tejashwi Yadav
reached the council and
came out with Rabri Devi.

Addressing the media,
the RJDleader said: “We feel

pity about him (Nitish
Kumar). He has reached a
stage where he needs people’s
prayer. Such behaviour shows
that he is not normal.”

Tejashwisaid: “Todayhe
was making a gesture towards
bindi on my mother’s fore-
head. He has objections to
a woman’s right to dress
herself. Earlier he did the
same to another female
member of the house Sheela
Mandal. He has been making
insulting remarks about
women from various plat-
forms, about their dresses,
their lifestyle. Even in the
house he has made undig-
nified comments. He has
lost all his morality. He should
retire from public life.”

“He keeps comparing
himself with Lalu Prasad
Yadav. Is there any com-
parison? He has no ideology,
no policy and no social
standings. Lalu Yadav never
compromised with his prin-
ciples, while Nitish Kumar
has been making flip flops
throughout his life,” he
added.

MP govt presents 4,21,032 crore budget; no new taxes levied

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 12 MARCH

Madhya Pradesh Finance
Minister Jagdish Dewda on
Wednesday presented a budg-
et of Rs 4,21,032 crore for
the financial year 2025-26
in the state assembly, adding
that the BJP-led state gov-
ernment has levied no new
taxes.

Dewda, who is also one
of the two Deputy Chief Min-
isters of the state, presented
the budget during the ongoing
budget session of the Assem-
bly at Bhopal. This is the
largest budget of the state
till now.

Itwas being expected that
the finance minister might
announce areductionin the

very high prices of petrol
and diesel in Madhya Pradesh,
but he did not. Similarly,
there was no announcement
aboutincreasing the current
monthly allocation of Rs
1250 for the women benefi-
ciaries of the ‘Laadli Behna
Yojana’'.

In his budget speech,
Dewda stated, “This budget
isfor development. It focuses
on the welfare of women,
youth, poor, and farmers.
We have taken care of every-
one.”

“The budget is focused
on GYAN (Garib, Yuva, Anna-
data and Nari) with an aim
to doubling the size of the
state budget in the next five
years, increasing capital
investment, extension of

road, irrigation and power
facilities, attracting invest-
ment for quality health facil -
ities and employment gen-
eration,” Devda said.

He said the budget focuses
on industry: infrastructure,
welfare schemes, and agri-
culture.

“With 2025 declared as
the ‘Year of Industry’, the
government aims to boost
investment, tourism, and
economic growth,” the
finance minister said. He
noted that about three lakh
new jobs would be available
in the industry sector.

Thisyear’sbudgethas an
increase of Rs 48954 crore
from last year’s budget of
Rs 3.751akh crore. The budget
for the financial year 2025-

26is approximately 15 percent
higher than the previous
year's allocation.

The finance minister said
that the fiscal deficit has
been estimated at 4 percent
of the Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP), with a focus
ondoublingboth the budget
size and GSDP by 2029-30.

He announced that the
allowances for the state gov-
ernment employees would
berevised as per the seventh
pay commission with effect
from 1 April 2025.

Finance Minister Dewda
allotted Rs 47296 crore for
schemes for Scheduled Tribes
and Rs 32633 crore for those
for the Scheduled Castes.

He allocated Rs 18669
crore for the ‘Laadli Behna

Yojana’, Rs 1193 crore for
‘Laadli Laxmi Yojana’, and
Rs 17136 crore for ‘Jal Jeevan
Misison’.

Similarly, the finance min-
ister gave Rs 5220 crore for
the ‘Chief Minister Kisan
Kalyan Yojana’, Rs 2001 crore
for the ‘Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana’, and Rs 1000
crore for the ‘chief Minister
Krishak Fasal Uparjan Rahat
Yojana’.

Lauding the budget, Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister
Dr Mohan Yadav said that
this is a budget of trust for
the development of all sec-
tions of society. Itis a historical
budget that will provide fur-
ther impetus to the state’s
journey towards becoming
a fully developed state.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Jharkhand eases
excise constable
recruitment
rules, reduces
race distance

AGENCIES
RANCHI, 12 MARCH

TheJharkhand government
has amended the physical
eligibility test criteria for
excise constable recruitment,
reducing therequired race
distance. Candidates will
now have to complete a
1,600-metreracein six min-
utes instead of the earlier
10 km run. The change
comes in the wake of public
outrage following the death
of 19 candidates duringlast
year’s constable recruittment
race. The decision to amend
therulewas approved during
a Cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Hemant
Soren on Wednesday.

The Cabinet approved
atotal of 31 proposalswhich
included an amendment
to the Mineral Bearing Land
Cess Act, 2024 increasing
the cess rate on minerals.
CabinetSecretary Vandana
Dadel, while informing
about the decision, stated
that Jharkhand’s cess rate
islower compared to other
mineral-rich states, prompt-
ing the revision.

TheJharkhand Cabinet
approved a proposal to
classify storms and heat
waves as disasters.

This designation enables
the government to imple-
ment disaster control meas-
ures and provide compen-
sation to affected individuals
under disaster relief pro-
visions. The Additional Judi-
cial Commissioner-1 court
in Ranchi has been desig-
nated as a special court to
handle cases related to
cheating in competitive
examinations.

Madagascar a

steadfast partner
of India: LS Speaker

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
todaysaid India holds Mada-
gascar in the highest regard
as a cherished and reliable
friend, as well as a steadfast
partner in its journey of
progress.

He further emphasised
that, in alignment with the
"SAGAR" (Security and Growth
for All in the Region) vision,
Madagascar stands as a pivotal
ally for India within the Indian
Oceanrealm. Thisinvaluable
partnership, he noted, plays
an essential role in fortifying
regional stability and nurturing
economic prosperity across
the region.

Mr Birla made these
remarks during a bilateral
meetingwith a Parliamentary
Delegation from Madagascar
led by President of the National
Assembly of Madagascar Justin
Tokely in the Parliament
House Premises.

During the meeting, he
underscored that the rela-
tionship between India and
Madagascar has historically
been strong and that the two
nations share a centuries-
old history of trade, culture,
and mutual interaction.

Guided by the principle
of ‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’,
India has always been at the
forefront in offering help to
neighboring countries espe-
cially during disasters, he
said.

Mr Birlamentioned about
India’s proactiverole in pro-
vidinghumanitarian assistance
and disaster relief (HADR) to
Madagascar. India has sup-
ported various projects to

contribute to the prosperity
and socio-economic devel-
opment of Madagascar, which
reflects India’s commitment
tomutually beneficial devel-
opment, he noted.

Healso mentioned about
significant role played by
members of the Indian Dias-
pora in Madagascar in
strengthening the friendship
between the two countries.
ShriBirla also expressed hap-
piness about the first 'Jaipur
Foot Camp' organized in
Madagascar, where hundreds
of differently-abled individuals
were provided with artificial
limbs.

HighlightingIndia’s dem-
ocratic tradition and frame-
work, Mr Birla stated that
India is the world’s oldest
andlargestdemocracyinthe
world and has alegacy as the
‘Mother of Democracy’. In
India even thousands of years
ago, democratic institutions
made collective decisions for
the people, headded. Empha-
sising that democracy is not
merelya system of governance
in India, but a cornerstone
of its cultural and spiritual
ethos, he said.

Maha govt cracks down on fake birthand
death certificates,amendsregistration laws

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH

The Maharashtra government,
on Wednesday, released a
notification curbing measures
to prevent Bangladeshis and
Rohingyas from obtaining
fake certificates in the state.

State Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
inhis statementmadeinboth
the Houses of State Legislature
that the menace of foreign
nationals, taking advantage
ofloopholesin the government
system to obtain birth and
deathregistration certificates,
will now be curbed.

VP Dhankhar
discharged
from AIIMS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankharwas discharged
from the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
here on Wednesday. He
was admitted to AIIMS
early Sunday morning after
complaining of chest pain
and uneasiness.
“Vice-President of India
Jagdeep Dhankhar was
admitted to All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) New Delhi on
March 9, following car-
diac-related ailments. After
receiving necessary care
by the medical team at
AIIMS, he made satisfactory
recovery and was dis-
charged on March 12,” the
AIIMS said in a statement.
The premier institute
said he has been advised
to take adequate rest for
the next few days.
Meanwhile, the Vice-
President expressed his
gratitude to the medical
team for their dedication
and meticulous attention
to him while he was admit-
ted to AIIMS.
InapostonX, Dhankhar
wrote, “Deeply appreciate
the exemplary care and
professionalism of the
medical team at AIIMS,
New Delhi, from my admis-
sion on March 9 to dis-
charge on March 12. Their
dedication and meticulous
attention ensured asmooth

"The procedure for delayed
birth and death registration
has been finalised and
announced that new changes
willbeimplemented in Maha-
rashtra from today as per the
governmentnotification issued
by the Public Health Depart-
ment. Three levels of verifi-
cation have been set forissuing
these certificates which will
be issued after fulfilling 17
points. However, if the doc-
uments (evidence) attached
by theapplicantare found to
be fake, immediate criminal
actionwill be taken," the Min-
ister said.

He added that the process

for delayed registrations, as
per the Birth and Death Reg-
istration Act of 1969 and
MaharashtraBirth and Death
Registration Rules of 2000,
has been clearly defined.

Accordingto the Minister,
the Birth and Death Regis-
tration Act, 1969, has been
amended to ensure trans-
parency and curb the distri-
bution of fake certificates in
birth and death registration.

Accordingly, birth and
death certificateswillnowbe
issued at a faster pace and
direct criminal action will be
taken if a false certificate is
issued.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Tew

recovery.”

Applications are inviled in prescribed format from Indian
citizens for coniractual recruitment to the post of ONE
PROJECT TECHNICAL SUPPORT-II, ICMR Scheme
Titled: “Artificial Intelligence based tool for detection of
Breast and Oral Cancer™ for Department of Pathology, North
Bengal Medical College and Hospital by 21.03. "[Il"ﬁ at 5.00
pm and documents verification & Interview will be held on
28.03.2025 at 11.30 am. Candidates are requested to visil
the one of the following website for details, www.icmrnic.in
[ www,whhealth.gov.in ‘www.nbmch.ac.in
Sd/-

ICA- N 108{3) 7078 Principal, NBMC

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

u\*-.l L t ﬁ[u

Applications are |||u1ud by the Superintendent of Police,

Cooch Behar for engagement of 05 (five) Senior Legal

Consultants on contractual basis

HOW TO APPLY : Visit our website: https://

coochbeharpelice.wb.gov.in forapplication form and details

of the post, including eligible critenia, responsibilities (nature

of job}, terms of engagement, apphcation procedure etc.

[he application along with relevant enclosure should be sent

1o the address of Cooch Behar District Police through speed

post or through mail vide id oclawcellcbrig gmail.com on or
il & iy

before 31.03.2025. war,

Superintendent of Police

Cooch Behar

BCA:- N TORENPDTE

Engagement Notice
Superintendent of Presidency Comrectional Home, WB for
& on behall of The Governor of WB, invites applications

from Indian Citizen, resident of the state continuously for
the last 10 years aged between 27 to 65 years, having MBBS
degree from an institution recognized by Medical Council
of India , for “Walk -m-interview™ for the post of One
contractual (Whole Time) Medical Officer, at Presidency
Correctional Home. Local candidates preferred.Basic Pay
(@ Rs. 21,000 p.m. The post is purely temporary in nature.
The tenure is 01(One) year. The proposed date of publishing
in newspaper 15 10.03.2025. For detail enquiry contact:-
e-mail:supdicswhb.pch-whidgov.in -
Superintendent

ICA- M 10N EVTDTE l‘rﬂidcur}' Correctional Home
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StalininvitesK'taka CM for
hismeetondelimitation

The delimitation meeting willdiscussand formulate strategiesto oppose the centralgovt

LAKSHMANA VENKAT KUCHI
BENGALURU, 12 MARCH

arnataka Congress will consult
its high command in Delhi
before decidingon participating
in the Lok Sabha delimitation
meeting convened by Tamil Nadu Chief
Ministerand DMK supremo MK Stalin.
A DMK delegation comprising Tamil
NaduForest Minister Ponnumudiand
Rajya Sabha member MM Abdulla
called on ChiefMinister SSiddaramaiah
and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shiv-

akumaratVidhan SoudhaonTuesday,
briefing them about the meeting and
invitingthem toattend it. The delimitation
meetingconvened by Stalin will discuss
and formulate strategies to oppose

— Classified ——

fightthe central government’sinitiative,
which is feared to reduce the political
strength of South India, where all states
have excelled in population control
and could lose seats in Parliament, or
see proportional decreasein thenumber
of seats as compared to north Indian
stateslike Bihar, UP, Madhya Pradesh,
and Rajasthan, which have witnessed
increase in population.

Speaking to media persons after the
TN delegation called on them with the
invite, Shivakumar said, “Tamil Nadu
CM Stalinhastakentheleadinmobilising
aprotestagainst the Centre’s Lok Sabha
constituencydelimitation exercise,which
will reduce the number of seats for Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, and Telangana. Stalin’s repre-
sentativesmetmeand CM Siddaramaiah
and extended the invitation.”

Hesaid: “Theruling party of Tamil
Nadu is our alliance partner, and we

are in agreement with their stance
on the delimitation exercise. As we
are a national party, we need to
discuss thiswith our party high com-
mand. We will decide on the next
steps after seeking their advice and
have informed our counterparts from
Tamil Nadu about the same. The del-
egation from Tamil Nadu also discussed
various aspects with us, including
language. Itis time we work together
touphold our self-respect,” the Deputy
Chief Minister said.

Stalin has taken on the central
governmentover the three-language
formula, which the state has opposed
for the past many decades. He is
rallying opposition-ruled states against
delimitation and is now engaged in
anintense battle with the Centre over
thelanguageissue, as thelatter pushes
the state to accept the National Edu-
cation Policy.

Stop twisting facts, Tamil Nadu govt
letter doesn’t even mention 3-language
policy: Kanimozhi’s rebuttal to Pradhan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 12 MARCH

Amid the continuing war of
words between Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and the ruling DMK
in Tamil Nadu over the NEP
and its attendant three-lan-
guage policy, DMK parlia-
mentary Party Leader Kani-
mozhi Karunanidhi, MP, has
asked the former to ‘stop twist-
ing facts’ with regard to the
2024 letter from the Tamil
Nadugovernmenton PM SHRI
schools.

She was responding to
Pradhan sharing the letter,
which he claimed as having
given consent for the PM SHRI
Schools and accusing Chief
Minister MK Stalin and his
party MPs of “Stacking lies as
high as they want, but the
truth doesn’tbotherknocking

downwhenitcomes crashing
down.”

In a stern rebuttal, Kani-
mozhi, also the DMK’s Deputy
General Secretary and the
party’s woman face, denied
thattheletterwrittenlastyear
had agreed to implement the
NEP or the three-language
policy. “Thisletter clearly states
that Tamil Nadu will accept
PM SHRI schools only based

IN THE COURT OF LD. DISTRICT
DELIGATE AT HOWRAH.
SUCCESSION CASE NO. 40 OF
2024, SMT. MANJU DAS
... PETITIONER.

NOTICE
This is to hereby known to all that my
client Smt Manju Das, w/o Lt.
Ramchandra Das of 28 Bhattacharya
para Lane, P.O. Santragachi P.S.
Chatterjeehat, Howrah- 711104 have
applied before the Ld District Delegate,
Howrah for issuance of Succession
certificate being Succession case
No- 40 of 2024 in respect of the estate
left behind by elder brother of her husband
namely Late Keshab Chandra Das Slo
Lt. Haripada Das of 28 Bhattacharya para
Lane, P.O. Santragachi, P.S. Chatterjeehat,
Howrah- 711104, as stated in the schedule
here in below.-

Schedule - A

ITEM NO.1 No of Shares held Forty
Four only (44) distinctive No.066297900|
- 066297943, having Reg. Folio No.-
MLDO00215, Certificate No. 007598312,
ordinary shares of each of Rupees 10/-,
ITEM NO.2 No of Shares held Two
only (2) distinctive No. 5719468-
5719464, having Reg. Folio No.-
MLD2540, Certificate No. 110427,
ordinance shares of each of
Rupees 10/-,
ITEM NO.3 No of Shares held Six only
(6) distinctive No, 11967971~ 11967996,
having Reg. Folio No.- MLD00215,
Certificate No. 00185670, ordinary
shares of each of Rupees 10/-,
ITEM NO.4 No of Shares held Twenty
only (20) distinctive No. 06137965 to
06137985, having Reg. Folio No.-
MLD00215, Certificate No. 00121740,
ITEM NO.5 all that piece and parcel
of No of shares 20, Certificate No.
0052176 to 00521760 ordinary shares
of Rs. 10/,
ITEM NO.6 No of shares held Two
only (2) Certificate No. 110427,
ordinance BONUS.
ITEM NO.7 Certificate No. 52582 for
one ordinary (BONUS),
Schedule - B
Out of which 528,000/- Ordinary (Bonus)
share of 10/- each credited as fully paid
having certificate No. 52583 stand
in the name of deceased KESHAB
CHANDRA DAS Son of Late Harl Pada
Das, residing at 28, Bhattacharya Para
Lane, Post Office- Santragachi, Police
Station- Chatterjeehat, formally- Shibpur,
District- Howrah- 711104 at Mahindra &
Mahindra Limited, having Registered
Office at Gate Way Building, Apollo
Bundar, Bombey- 400309 out of "A"
Schedule mentioned shares certificate
as mentioned herein above,

Schedule - C

All that piece and parcel of sum assured
by the Mahindra & Mahindra Limited,
having registered Office at Gate way
Building Apollo Bundar, Bombay-400309
through authorized agent KFIN
TECHNOLOGIES LTD. Selenium Tower
B, Plot 31-32, Gachibowli, Financial
District NanaKramguda, Hydrabad-
500032, in respect of the share as follows:-
Folio No. DOD0215, UNIT- Mahindra &
Mahindra Limited, Name of share holder
KESHAB CHANDRA DAS share
certificate No. 2005082, Distinctive Nos.
1571459- 1571898 Nos. Of share 440
Rs. 2070.95/- each and distinctive No.
1238883028 - 1238883467 total Nos. Of
share 440 of 2070.95/- each.

If anyone has any objection, be appeared
before the Ld. Court and intimate, otherwise
it will proceeded as per provisions of law,

Sid

Sherestadar

District Delegate Court
Howrah

' 1, DIPALI Kar Dey, of 3/A,
| Khanpur
: Kol.-47, corrected my good
| name Dipali Kar Dey by an
{ Affidavit No. 18005, sworn
{ before Ld. J.M. 1st Class at

Road, Naktala,

Alipore, Kol.-27 dt. 07-03-25
from Dipali Dey.

1, KRISHNA Kumar

i Acharya, S/o. Late Sridhar
i Acharya,

affirmed
before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate, 3rd Court,
Bankura by an affidavit on
01-03-2025 that henceforth
in all future transactions my
daughter shall be known as

have

i Kankana Acharya instead of
{ Alankrita Acharya.

I, SNEHA Rith, R/o. 5/1,
Chakraborty Para Lane,
P.O.. Bally, Dist.: Howrah-

i 711201 have changed my

father's name Kamakha
Rith, Kamakhya Rith to
Kamakha Charan Rith
before the 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate CJM Court,
Kolkata vide Affidavit No.

{4542 dated 30-09-2024.
i Kamakha Rith & Kamakhya
| Rith and Kamakha Charan

Rith both are same and one
identical person.

:10-02-2015

I, SANTOSH Bharti,

i daughter of Ashok Kumair,
‘am a resident of 5/19B,
: Sevak Baidya Street, Dover
| Terrace, Sarat Bose Road,
:P.O.: Sarat Bose Road,

District: Kolkata, West
| Bengal-700029, on dated
appeared
| before the Ld. Magistrate of
1st Class, at Alipore and
made an affidavit, being
vide Affidavit No.
11116/2025. As stated there-
on my correct and actual
name is Santosh Bharti and
:my son's actual name is
i Aviral Kumar.

I (NO.-15414434L) Hav
Goutam Panda, R/o. Vill. &

P.O.: Sibarampur, P.S.:
i Nandigram, Dist.: Purba
Medinipur  (WB), Pin-

721650, have changed my
wife name from Chitra
Lekha Panda to Chitralekha
Panda vide Affidavit No.-67
Dt.-04 Mar., 25 for all future
purposes.

I, DIVIJ Choudhary, S/o.
Rajiv. Choudhary, 783
Anandapur East Kolkata-
700107. | have changed my
tname & shall henceforth be
i known as Ishay as declared
before the Notary Public
Howrah Court vide an affi-
davit dated 7-3-2025. Divij &
i Ishay both are same & iden-
i tical person.

! PUBLIC NOTICE

ARDRA MATTHEY LTD
[T 1 BOWE 1 S6EP L CO280%T)
| | Regd. Office: Flat No. 405,
#th Floor, 37 A, Benlick
Siresd, Bantinck Chambers,
Kolkata - TO0069,
West Bangal, India

HOTICE
This is for ifdormation of all
concinined thal 1he Registensd
Ciffice ol Arora Matthay
P [Limited (US1908WEB1964
| |PLCD26033) has baen
changad wilh atact trom 18t
January, 2025

from
166, Maotajl Subhas Chandrs
Bose Hond, Kolknta- FOO040,
Wasl Bangal, India
1o

Flal Mo, 406, 4th Floar, 374,
Banlick Sireat, Bantlinok
Chambers, Kolkain-TO00E6
Wasl Bengal. India
Al concdmed are requashsg
16 pobe e abave changs

and
(Suraj Prakash Arora)

IPlace: Kalkata Derecior
Date: 12.03.25 DINDTIT7RBOT

onour State Government-led
committee's recommendations
and not on your Union Gov-
ernment’srecommendation.
Nowhere have we mentioned
acceptingthe three-language
policy or NEP in its entirety.
Whatever is acceptable to
Tamil Nadu, we will accept —
nothing more, nothing less.
Stop twistingfacts,” shewrote
inaposton X'.

BJP sharesphotoof
RanyaRaowithK’taka

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 12 MARCH

The BJP's Karnataka unit on Wednesday
shared a picture claiming it to be of actor
Ranya Rao's wedding day photo in which
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and state
Home Minister G. Parameshwara can be
seen.

The photo was shared by the BJP Karnataka
on its X handle.

Ranya Rao was arrested by the Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) on March 3
after she arrived from Dubai with gold
bars worth Rs 14.56 crore.

In its caption, the BJP questioned the
Congress party, demanding that it reveal
the names of two Ministers who are allegedly
connected to Ranya Rao.

Leader of Opposition R. Ashoka, com-
menting on the development, stated, “I
don’t have details about this right now.
Every day, the media discusses the alleged
nexus between Ministers and the accused.
This scam is notrecent; it has been happening
for the past five years. It is not just about
the 14 kilograms of gold seized from the
actress -- after the investigation, it could
turn out to be 140 kilograms.”

However, Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar maintained that there was no
scam. “But the people of Karnataka believe
itis a major scam,” Ashoka said.

“On the other hand, Shivakumar is
giving a clean chit. This case should be
investigated by the CBl and central agencies
-- they will reveal the real culpritand deter-
mine the extent of hawala transactions.
Shivakumar does notrepresent any inves-
tigating agency,” Ashoka added.

“As Deputy Chief Minister, giving a
clean chit in an ongoing investigation is a
mistake,” Ashoka pointed out.

When asked about the controversy,
Congress MLA Rizwan Arshad said, “There
will be photos of Ranya Rao and many
others at various social functions with BJP
leaders as well. If the seriousness of a case
is decided based on a single photograph
from a social gathering, then this case is
politically motivated.”

“Secondly, I want to ask the BJP that
within 40 days of alleged gold smuggler
Ranya Rao applying for 12 acres of land
with the Karnataka Industrial Areas Devel-
opment Board (KIADB), her application
was approved, and she was allotted the
land by the BJP government at the very
end of their tenure,” Arshad said.

“I want to ask BJP leaders -- was there
a special service for smugglers under your
government? A common businessman
would never have been allotted land worth
crores within 50 days during the BJP’s
tenure. Now, they are preaching us and
pointing fingers at us?” Arshad added.

“The CBI should investigate all BJP
leaders involved in allotting 12 acres of
land within 40 days to her. The BJP should
clarify whether she is an industrialist or a
smuggler,” he demanded.

Minister for Medical Education Sharan
Prakash Patil stated, “Everyone knows how
the Central government functions. They
are using the CBI, ED, and IT departments
as extensions of their party. No Congress
Minister is involved in this. Maybe, BJP
leaders are, but I am not aware.”

BJP MLC C.T. Ravi said that big names
were being discussed in connection with
the Ranya Rao case.

“Therole of two Ministers is also under
scrutiny. Who are these Ministers? What
was their involvement, and what did they
receive in return? This should be
investigated,” he said.
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
& Waterways Directorate
MNOTICE INVITING o-TENDER
E-NLLT Mo, WRIW/EE/CDOD/
e=MNIT Hfﬂ:l-.‘ls
e-Tender [online) K hareby invited by
the undemignad for & (5] nos. work of
Bank protection, M/R of Aegulator gate
ot Topdia, arrester of DWF and slukce for
different place wnder OO0 ;| & W Dte.
ampunting Ax. 1.00 Lakh 1o Bs 960 Lakh
Document Download start date |
13,03 3025 at 11,00 hra, Bid subsmise|on
piart date ot 13.00.2025 ot 11.00 hr &
g submiasion end date |s 20,03, 2025
il 11.00 bra. For detadls pleasd wisit
wEbille www,whisnders.gov.in
Sd/- Ewecutive Enginser, Calcuita
Drainage Outfall Dévizion, lalasampod
fihgwan Gth Floor, Salt Lake, Kolkatas-
TOO09]1, Tel No.-0AR-2321TX0H, Emall-

eecdod@amall.com  ICA- TSAAS(2)20DE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER MOTICE

p-Tender iz inwited by the Executive
EI‘I.E'iHEEI". Central Machanical Divitsan,
FHE Dte. on behalf of Governor of YWest
Bengal vide Rel. No. PHE/CMD/eMNIT_25/
14-15 and 1D: 2025 _PHED_824943_1 ta
5. Carmying out preventhm as woll an
preakdown maintenance and r-!pllr:'nu:
af chiorinator for ascertalning
disinfection of different PWSS,
PROVIDING GLARDS AOUMND THE CLOCK
FOR GUARDING ARRANGERMENT and
other allied works PH.E Dte., DIst.-
Purba Aerdhaman, (5. No. 1 1 B)
Dtaily will be avadlable in the Website
witenders.gov.in & whphed.gov.In The
lait date for Submission of tender
J11.03.202% upto 630 M, Hours
i)/~ The Esecutive Engineer, Central
Nachanical Dwitkon, PHE Doa

ICA- TRAZZ2W20ZA

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Divisional Forest Officer
Eangsabatl North Divislon, Purulia

Abridged Tender Natice
Mo. NIT-63/5MZ/DFOKND/2028-25

Diwvisional Forest officer, Kangsabatl
North Division& Ex-Officlo Director,
Surulia Mind Zoo, Purulia nvites a-tender
from Bonafide Contractors vide e
tfender Notice No, NIT-
BASMESDFOKMND{2024-25 for Supply of
Green Vegetable, grean lpal, protein
content & dey feed for Too Animals af
Sarrudia Mind Zoo under Kangeabat! North
Divisleon, Purulia, The last date of
wubmission tender documents is
SEONF0ES up o 05:00 pom, for viewing
and participating In e-tender wisit
www whtendars.gov.in and for more
imformation please contact to the
anderiigneéd or vigil the
wWww weitbangalforest gov.in
Sa/- Devistonal Forest Officer, Eangsabati
Marth Division & Ex-Officlo Dlirector
Sasrudis Mind Zoo, Purulia jon- TS4I6(3NE0S

Purba Bardhaman Zilla Parishad

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Evecutien Engineer, Bishnupur Diviskan,
MWD ireeitms online Tender for thae work
of =1, Comtruction of Strom Water
Drain on both skde from 3300 km to
1500 ke ot Raslkgan| near Ihaporemore
of LM Loop Road under Bishnupur
Division in the district of Bankura.
Amount Put to Tender-Rs. 56,32, 750,00,
2. Construction of Strom Water Draln
from 0.00 kmp to 0,960 km on one side
of Bishnupur-Eotulpur Road wnder
Bishnupur Division, PW.Dte In the
drprict of Bankwra. Amount Pul o
Tender- B6.08.433.00, Tender 1D
005 _WRPWD_B25659_1 to 3. @=NIT
foo: 4 of J024-202% of [E/BD/PWD; Bld
sulbimiigon closing date 31,03 2005 up
to 12.00 pm corrigendwm IF any will be
publishad In website only. Details of NIT
and Tender documents may be
down|loaded from
hitee//wibtenden govin  Sdf Ewecutive
Enginesr, Bshnupur Divisian, PW. Die,

ICA- TR4B03) 2028

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Corrigendum Notice
It is notify to all concern that the
following date changes has been made
in MieT Mo~ MleT/SE/NBC-1/07/2024-25
[5L NO. 02, 03, 04 & 05), Tender ID;-
i015 _PHED_BO7933_1,
2025 _PHED_807933_13,
10215 _PHED_B8079313_4,
2025 _PHED_EOT333_5. Important
information:- [Date & Time Schedule)
I. Pre-qualification, Technlcal and
financial bid submisslon elosing date
[Onfing) will be 24/03/3025 at O4:00
FM. Instead of O7/03/2025 ot 04:00 P M.
2. Date of opening for Technical Proposal
will be 26/03,/2025 at 04:30 P.M. [nstead
of 1003/ 2025 ar 0d:30 P.M. ALL OTHER
TERMS AND COMDITIONS WILL REMAIN
UNCHANGED. Please log-In the
departmental webslge:-
https:/'whienders. gowv.ln for details.
S5df- Superintending Engineer, North
Beng=! (roed, FHE Ote. - TSE20[1142025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PURBA BARDHAMAN ZILLA PARISHAD
e-NIT-T0 OF 2024-2025

TENDER REF NO. DE e-NIT-T0 OF 24-25

e-Tenders are mviled from reputed and resourceful contraciors or
agencies for Supply, installation, iesting & commissioning of Air
Conditioners Machines within Purba Bardhaman District. Closing date
of bed SubmMiEsS:on ane up 0 21-03-2025. For further dolais, please log
on websile. hitps Jwbtenders.gov.in

District Engineer

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Ti r
Onling bids are Invited by the Dérector of
Animal Husbandry & WVeterinary
Services, WB, Prani 5ampad Bhavan, LB
4, Sector-ll, 5alt Lake Ciy Kolksts
700106 for the follpwing: Description of
Items/works:- Postpaid Internet
connectian fecility @ 1 GR Dot [ day
with SiM for 515 tablete[4G device) ut
varkous units of different districts under
ihe Directorate of Animal Resources and
Animal Health, West Bengal. Bid
submigiion starti on 13007075 Bid
submission closes on 200032025 The
detalled NT may be oblsined from e-
tender partal

hitp:i//www.whienders.goev.in
Sd/. Director of Apimal Husbandry K
weterinary Services, West Bengal

ICA- TE&E2IVIOZE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

a-MIT NG WEPWD/SEPC/MieT O8RS
I024-2025 5E, Preskdency Circke, PWD
imdtes online e-tender for the work of
“Construction of Light weight struciure
ower the roofl of Deranio Building for
proposed Nalinlkanta Bramhbo Schood of
Cata Sclénce and Public Policy at
Prasidency Unkersity, College Street
Campus, Kolkata- TOOOTI during the
yoar 2024 2025.7 Tender 1D
2025 PWD_H25G08_ 1 Did Submisuion
Srarl d:l-‘lrlh:nll.n:l | 11O 2025 Troem
2,00 FM Bid Submisslon Closing date
lonkine § = 09/04/302% upto  1.00 Phe
Corrigendum I any will be pulblihed in
withslie only Detalls of NIT and Tender
Documents may be downbpsged from

hitp//whienders gov.in Sd/f
Suparintending Engireer Presidency
Clrela, PWD Govt, of West Bengal

PO A- TELBA[ I 00E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
The 5E, Teesta Barrage Circle, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Silfigur, PiN 734001, an
behalf of Governor of West Bengal,
invites E-Tender online on percentage
Rate basis, M.LT. No. WBIW /SE/TBO/NIT-
02(e)/2024-25(2nd Call). Name of Work
"Rencvation of wearing coat on deck
slab of Tewita Barrage at Gajoldoba,
Within Block-Rajgan] and Mal RS-
Bharer Alo and Mal, District-Jalpaigur
“Distalls can be obtaned from the
website www . whiwd.gov.in &

hitps:/ fwhtenders.gov.in and also from
the office of the Exe, Engineer, Teesta
Barrage Division, Dodlabar | Islpaigud
and undersigned during office hours on
amy working day. Last date of submission
of Bid online is 03,04, 2025 at 17.00 Hrs
Sd/- Superintending Engineer, Teests
Barrage Clrcle, Znd Mile, Sevoke Road,
Siliguri, ICA- TS44M4)I02E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

EE, PW.D. Asansol Division imvites online
e-Tender for the Wark of | Throughout
Repalring and Renovation work of NTS
bullding [both inside and oulside)
including Boundary wall, considering
painting, flocring and other allied works
in the district of Paschim Bardhaman
under Asansol Division, PW.D, Project
ID:- HF:4251B9ES5000. Estimated
Amount: As. 83.04,616.00, Tender ld:
d025_PWD _BI554E 1. eMNIT Mo 215 of
024-3025 of EE(ASN]PWD. Bid
tubmisslon start date (onlinel:
13,03, 202% at 05,00 I5T. Bid submission
cloging date [onlne]: 04.04.2025 o
09,00 15T Carrlgendwm and addenden
if any will be published in website only
Details of NIT and Tender docurments
may be downloaded from:
hitp.//whtendars gowin  sd/- EE, PWD,
ASANSOLDIVISION,  ICA- TSATSENHIS

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWOY{R] TENDER NOTICE
Exwncutive Engineer, Malda Highway
Diwislan, PW.iRoads) Directorate imeites
anline e-tender for one no. work
Froviding round the clock security
wervices by deploying 17 (Seventeen)
nos, of security guards {without Arma)
for guarding at office compound of
Malda Highway Divislan, Chanchal
Highway Sub-division, Malda Highway
Sub-divislon, Garoles Highway Sub
divislon and Mangalbarl Stack-yard
Compound in the district of Malds for 2
period of one year during the yesr 2034
25, (Lone-A), e-MNi0 No. 0 of 2024-1% of
EE. MHD, Tonder D 2025 SH_EM039 L
fild submission start date [online)
14/03/202% from B.55% p.m. Bid
submission clasing date [enline):
OX04,/2025 upta 2.00 pom. Detailly of
NICL and Tender documents may be
downloaded from
http:fiwitenders govin Sdf- Exscutive
Engineer, Malda Highway Division
PW.[Roads) Die., Govi. of W.B.

ICA- TESDAAV 0TS

GOVERNMMENT OF WEST BEEMGAL

KNMDA TENDER NOTHE

=ML Na, K MPACTY L& AN Tlsnsing
Chling:  e-Temder = wvmed by e
supermtending  Engmeer, Plnmg e
BEAM Secior, KMIDBA. &h Floor, Block-A
Unmnynn Bhoven, Sak Lake Oy, Kolkatss
TOEHMF], Dt webiah be, esossrpeiiil, Bl el
clgilvle mnd expevienced Tems | cospenies

sl v ilam] comiraciom, foi the saek N of
Wark, Extlmaied Amisanl Varnesd Sy,
Timie &l ¢omigeletiom, { ol Fins of frrogeses]

Upban Heslils n 'Wellness e (1000 s W) a6
100 Reipne Bl Waapsean Coleay, Wl
Mo, 23 wighe Souib Dhesi D Slescgaley
ol Calll, Haldd Tl Ba b SiEy 2
mwviha, Lasy deie & ibee of colias Pid

wwlaninslong 07 (6 2035, Tame 10 30 baw e
pimile conimd e shoye oMow o6 vai basils
Wl s ilER ARSAER & Jld

v b il b B, s b
worw B e ders . g s

IR A- TEEII IWiolE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

EAMDA TENDER ¥OTHE

e=MIT Mo, 297K
BiFFD-LE of 2024-2%
UOnline e-Tender & dovited by The
Eascwtive FEaginesr, BPPO-L, EXAM

Socked, KMIDA, 2nd Fleos, KIT Markst
Complen, Jedivpsn, Kolksia-TON3 T, om
rehinshle, rssowrcefil, bonafide,  ehgible
fada2ms companies J indevidual /. Toin
Vemure sgeocves, for the work, Neme of
Waork., Estimpied Cosi, Enrnest Money,
Time of Completion. REenossbion of
ennsting umsed struciune for seming wp of
Touket Block nevar Cinte ™Mo, 6 o Tollvgumge
Side of Rabmdra Sarobar., Bs 9 34 246 61

Ha TR SES a5 days, Last date & tlme of
Ol e 18R Sabol ssloane 20008 2025 Time

I8N lww . Fow detsills oosiect (e slsve
ollie af viadl bl webmabes I:H.'“"ﬁ.-l.u-l'll
mw bndda o b vile

wwww letmmders.gey i oA . TSEI| Do

Wit Bengal
=

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAI

WRIEDD, «NIT
Essnutive Enginear (A-M| Midnapare |A-M]
Diwaiion e a-bender for Ciflerent works
wnder Jhargram / Paschym Medsipur CHrct
under Non-Flan 3024-25, undes Midnspore
(A-l) Dewision vide Tendes relerence no-
WlWRDDTE A aDeRIT-T3 {5, 1 o 2]

f16-3%, Tender - 2005 WRDD B26250_1
fo L. Last date of dropping: 11052025 (2.00
penj ierating iodens afe feguesied 10 st
the websfn hap/wiienders.govin  for
L AT /-

Exerctive  [agineer |A-M)
iflidnapare | A-) Diviskan,
idinEpore

ICA- THABD|Z)Z02E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE

S0 NA.C.C-, PW.De, inwites anling e-
ender for the warks of - "Construct|on
of approach Road at Jaigacn Industrial
Park, Dist- Alipurduar” Project 1D
CS24257E5915000 Estt Amount: Rs.
7.19 78 795,00 &-NIT No.- WEB/SE/NECT
P Dee/eNIT- 09/ 2024- 2025  Tender
0 - 2025 WBPWD_B25655_1. Bid
Submission start date [online)
1r.03302% from 02080 PM., Bld
Submission closing date [(online)
03.04.2025% upte 02.00 P.M.
Corrigendum If any will be published in
website, Details of NAT and Tender
documents may downloaded from;
htto-/fwhtenders govin  S5d/-  AE,
KBOC-, PW.Dte. Conchbehar,

ICA- TEATRANI0ES

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Bid rel. no. WBMSCL/NIT-199/20325,
Dated - 07/03/2025
West Bengal Medical Services
Corporation Lid, is inviting online bids
for 'E!I'Ii:fg-l.'hl repalr and rendvation
et of & mps Mpdular OT a3t Metiabru
Luper Spedality Hospital, South 24 Pgs
pnder WBMSCL, 2nd call” Last date of
submission of bid {online) - 04/04/2025
up to 02:00 PM. The tender document
can be downloasaded from
www whmsc. gov.ln and
woww. wibienders govin on or-after
13/03/2025 #t12.00 PM Clarification
feguesis, [f any may be sent to
eecivil@whmsc. govin or contact with
Sri SnehasisSaha (CEE, Chal, WEMSCL),
Land line no. 033-40340-403.
»d/- Managing Director, WAMSLCL &
&, Special Secretary, HEFWD, Govi. of
IG&- THAXR{3 /2028

GUYERSSIEST CFF WESY IEsisl
WL, N1
g-bEnder hai been invited sgeirsd NIT Mo 198
6, ¥, ¥ & INI0M-3E under RS-0
Programme By the Exetutive [nginses (A1)
Cooch Behar [Agri-efigation) [ivision for the
work of Installatisn of TS B POWTE) wie
- Tandes Id: TO0S _WRDD_EMEIE0_

I0Z5_\WRADD_SIET50_1, T0IS WRDD_BIE3L4
0TS WRDD E163B5 1, 05 WADD BIEI4E

Last date & time of Bid submicion i
2203 H0S up to 6.00 pm. Other details may
alsc be zeen fraom the office notice board & in
Fttpa:ffwbterders.gov.in webzie
Corrigendurm If any will be publshed
webmite anly. o)
Exntutrde Engineos (1)
Cooch Bahar (&) Divaian
Cooch DekmrDeasion

ICA- TR 4N 20TE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
WEST BENGAL HOUSING BOARD
ABRIDGE NOTICE
Tender in Two emveloped pyatem in p'u'.u'hud;
Torm of West Bengal Housing Board & geen in |
weeh simm af WEH B ans invited by the Deputy |
Directar (EW]-1 of WBHA for “MMarest- study |
Partner for the purpose of Comprehesilve |
Market Research Sarvices for Best Use of 12|
Mecs. distinct Mot at Mouza Mohisgate § L No |
40 and Moura Mohisbathan § L Ko 18 Buﬂt
PS Rajarhal Mew Town [Nst Norsh 24
Parganas  under WEHB® N Moo
WRHE/DD (EW)-1l Niel-14) 2004- 2005 Iul-ll
Date of closing bid sbmission 28.00 3005 |
Al partlculars and  any  Information &)
Corrigandum if any, will e published in 0
Tendering \Website |8 hitpe/whiesder |
gy in webite only ICA. THABBZNTOTS |

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Directorate of Vocatlonal Education &

Karigari

Abvrideed Notice Inviting Re-aTender

He-¢Tenders for procureament & supply
gf tools/ egquipment including
imstalfation, commiwioning of tooly/
equipment/ Instruments etc. of
Vocational Education In Vocational
Training Institution{VTCs) wpread over
state of West Bengal are hereby Invited
from eligible manufacturers/ direct
importery) avthorised distributors/
dealers with tender 1D
2024 _DTET _791356_2,
2025 _DTET_B25103_1,
2025 DTET_B25532_1. Detailed MWIT
ahang with lst of tools / equipment [/
mgtruments with specilications, eritical
dates and BOG 1=mplate for submission
of digitally signed ondine bids will be
available &t hitps./witenders govin
Corrigendum @nd addendum, if any, will
only be available in that website.
5d/ - Director, DVET, W.EICA- TESEZ| 3 ma8

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Suparintending Engineer, Eatterm Circle,
WD, wites online e-tender for the
work of -"Strengthening of Tarun
Sangupta Sarani, from 0,00 Km o 2.00
Km and 5.00 KEm to 7.50 Km, under
Kolkata North Divisien in the district of
Morth 24 Parganas, PWD. Estimated
Amount As 1 13,02,69,144.00. Ni=T Nao:
WEPWD/SESEC/NieT-10/2024-2025,
Tender |D: 2025 WBPWD 821453 1
Bid Submission upload start date
06.03.2025% from 1500 Howrs. Bid
Submission upload end date
JB.03. 2025 upto 15.00 Hours The detalis
of MieT and Tender decument may be
downloaded froam
http://whtenders.gov. in
1t Corrigendum;- Newspaper Sangbad
Pratidin, Publishing date 04/00/3025,
Mewspaper The S5tatesman,
Vishwamitre, Publlihing date
05/03,/2025, Description:-
Typographical mistake, in Mace of Bid
Submission upload star date:
06.03. 2024 from 1500 Hours. #id
Submisslon uplead end date
JB.03. 2024 upto 15,00 Hours, To be read
oy Bld Submission upload star dabe:-
06.03.2025 frem 15.00 Heours Bid
Submission wplosd end date:-
28.03,2025 upto 1500 Hours, Sd4/-5E
EC, MWD, GOVT, OF WH. icA- TESBO[/2028

ABRIDGED E-TENDER
NOTICE NO. WBFOR/DFORPN/Enit-
17 & IWSPAP of 2074-25."
E-Tender are invited from eligible
bidders having experience of

similar gtype of works for
“Construction of Boundary Wall®
vida eNIT No. “WBFOR/DFORPN/
eMIT_27 & 28/5PAP of 2024-15.
The eNIT will be published in the
portal www.whtendecs.gov.n on
Ll,.ﬂ.'-l.,."l"l.'.li'ﬁ- At 11.00 AMI and The
last date far arline Bid
submissien (Bld Clesingl i
19/03/2028 upto 5 00 PM, For
furthar detalls, aligible bidders
are reguested to downlosd the E-
Tender MNotlce from website
www whigndars. gow.in and
www. westbengalforest.gov.in,
%d/- Shivanand Ram, WBFS, Divisional
Forest Officer, Rupnarayan Division.
ICA- TEEBOIVIRES

epaper.thestatesman.com

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Ref No.:
WEBPWD/EE/S24PED/eNIT125/24-25
(Tender 1D 2025_WBPWD_826103_1)
Online Tender is hereby invited by the
Executive Engineer, PWD, South 24
Parganas Electrical Division, 57/2,
Diamond Harbour Road, Kolkata-
TO003 from the eligible contractors for
the following works: Mame of Work:
L. Electrical rewiring and installation
work of Indrapur PHC wunder
Fatharpratima Block, Damaond Harbour
Health District, Souwth 24 Parganas, Bld
Subsmidsshon start: 20.03.25 at 09:00 A M.
Bid Submbiskon end: 02.04.25 at 01;00
PM. Bid Opening Date: 04.04.25 at
01:30 PM_Detalk of eNIT, BOQ & tender
documeni may be downlioaded from
https//whtenders povin Sd/- Executive
Enginesr, PWD, South 24 Parganas
Electrical Division ICA- TEEOS[ANZOZS

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PW.D, e-GUOTATION NOTICE
Pubdication of e-NIQ Mo (i) WEMADS
EEfIED/NIOQ 23/ of Z024-15,
[{] WEPWR/EEAEDSNID 24e/0 of 2074-
25, Tender Id No.: (k]
1025 _WRPWD_BIS5781_1 and [#)
JO035_ \WBPWD BZ5T05 1. Name of
Woaek: (I} Annual Mainignance Contrace
of Electrical installation knel. aperation
of 02 Mos, Silent DG sets by engaging
manpowaer for the site of Cireult Bench
af Caleutta High Court, Ialpaigur for ihe
period of O6 (Six) month amd (1] Srmesl
Malntenance Contract of Clectrical
Installation work bncl, Indoor Sub-siation
af lalpaiguri Government Engiresrng
College, Iapalgurl for the perod of 03
(O} YEar, The lasl date for submsiion
of tender 19-03-2025 ot 0200 P, and
26-03-2025 at 12200 PM. All detslly can
be seen from the website
hitp://etender wh.nic.in or
hittg N, padwh in o office of the
undersigned during office howurs
Sdf-5 THAKUR. EE/IED/IALPAIGURL

IC&- TESOD{S3 2028 1
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 12 MARCH

n a significant demon-
stration of joint opera-
tional readiness, the Indi-
an Army and the Indian
Air Force (IAF) conducted a
Synergized Interoperability
Exercise in the Jammu region.

The exercise aimed to
strengthen coordination
between ground and air
forces, ensuring seamless
integration of aerial and land-
based operations in dynamic
battlefield scenarios.

By refining joint opera-
tional tactics, this exercise
reinforced the ability of both
forces torespond swiftly and
effectively toreal-time chal-
lenges, particularly in high-
threat environments.

Under the aegis of Tiger
Division, the exercise simu-
lated real-world operational
conditions, with IAF heli-
copters executing a precise
airlift of Army troops from a
designated mounting base.
The troops were then inserted

Py
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into terrain characterised by
dense vegetation and thick
undergrowth. This complex
insertion manoeuvre tested
the forces’ ability to operate
cohesively in challenging
environments, where mobility
and coordination are crucial
for mission success.
Following the insertion,

the troops executed a simu-
lated combat assault, engag-
ingin coordinated manoeu-
vres designed to neutralize
threats in a high-risk envi-
ronment.

The exercise also incor-
porated surveillance oper-
ations, precision firepower
tactics, and rapid troop extrac-

Army, AirForceholdjoint
exerciseforswiftresponse

Theexerciseaimedtostrengthen coordination betweengroundandairforces

tion, ensuring that personnel
were prepared for complex
missions requiring agility
and strategic decision-mak-
ing.

The training provided an
opportunity for soldiers and
aircrew to rehearsereal-time
battlefield contingencies,
improving reaction times

The exercise also
incorporated surveil-
lance operations, pre-
cision firepower tac-
tics, and rapid troop
extraction, ensuring
that personnel were
prepared for complex
missions requiring
agility and strategic
decision-making.

and enhancing overall pre-
paredness.

The Indian Army and the
Indian Air Force continue
to invest in joint training
initiatives, enhancing their
ability to conduct multi-
domain operationsin varied
terrains.

This synergised interop-
erability exercise reaffirmed
their commitment to main-
taining a high state of oper-
ational readiness, ensuring
that both forces remain well-
prepared to safeguard nation-
al security and respond to
emerging threats effectively.

Extend helping hand to those left behind:

President Murmu at PU convocation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH

President Droupadi Murmu,
in her address at the convo-
cation ceremony of Panjab
University (PU), Chandigarh,
on Wednesday, called upon
the youth to extend a helping
hand to those who are left
behind in the journey of
development and bring them
forward.

She said our youth must
have compassion, sensitivity
and patriotism. “Itis the duty
of all youth to contribute
significantly to the develop-
ment of the country and its
citizens. Capable youth like
you must work for the back-
ward and underprivileged
sections of the country,” the

President said.

“While moving towards
your goals, you must keep
inmind thatyou must extend
ahelpinghand to those who
areleftbehind in the journey
of development and bring
them forward. Only then will
inclusive and sustainable
development be possible. I
am confident that you will
live up to the expectations
of the country and society,”
she said.

“Alongwith realising your
dreams, you can make effec-
tive contributions to the soci-
ety, nation and the world
through your efforts and far-
sighted thinking. Your asso-
ciation with your university
should not end. I hope that
the education and experience

youreceived at Punjab Uni-
versity will help you move
forward towards success in
life,” she said.

On the achievements of
the Panjab University, the
Presidentsaidin thelast 140
years, it has developed as a
major centre of higher edu-
cation. This university has
madeits own identityinaca-
demic, sports, research, and
cultural fields. Shewas happy
to note that this university
has won the Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad Trophy 17 times.
She called it a testimony to
the dedication and determi-
nation of the athletes of this
University. Manu Bhaker and
Sarabjot Singh, students of
this university, have made
the country extremely proud
by winning medals at the
2024 Paris Olympics.

The President appreciated
Punjab University for pro-
moting academia-industry
linkage. She urged the uni-
versity's policy makers to
work more on university-
industrylinkage and future-
readiness. She said that the
university’s subjects should
be application-based edu-
cation. Education should
supportstudentsin theirlife
journey.

Punjab govt provides financial
assistance of ¥ 437.15crto PwDs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH

Punjab Social Security,
Women, and Child Develop-
ment Minister Dr Baljit Kaur
has stated that financial assis-
tance amountingto Rs437.15
crore has been provided for
the welfare of persons with
disabilities (PwDs) in the
state.

Providing further details,
Dr Baljit Kaur mentioned that
approximately2.71lakh ben-
eficiaries have been covered
under this scheme, receiving
financial assistance from the
department totallingRs437.15
crore.

She further highlighted
that the Punjab government
has allocated a budget of Rs
461.50 crore for the welfare
of persons with disabilities
in the current financial year.

Cabinet Minister Dr Kaur
reiterated that the govern-
ment, under the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann, is committed
to assisting the poor and
needy.

Sheurged officials to ensure
that eligible beneficiaries
receive financial assistance
on time. Additionally, she
warned that any officer or
employee found negligentin
implementing government

J-Kleaders question
Centre’s ban on Mirwaiz’s
AwamiAction Committee

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 12 MARCH

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday expressed his
reservations on the ban
imposed by the Centre on
the Awami Action Committee
(AAC) of Hurriyat leader Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, even as
the other Valley-based political
leaders described it a step
towards intimidation and
disempowerment of Kash-
miris.

He said the Centre has
not shared any intelligence
with his government that
could have warranted the
ban on Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq's AwamiAction Com-
mittee (AAC), and asserted
he was not in favour of such
decisions.

The Centre had on Tuesday
banned the AAC, headed by
Kashmir's chief cleric Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, and Shialeader
Masroor Abbas Ansari-led
Ittihadul Muslimeen (IM) for
five years for their alleged

anti-national activities, sup-
porting terrorism and fuelling
secessionist activities.

“I do not know the basis
of the ban. This is not under
the purview of the elected
government in J&K and the
intelligence on the basis of
which it has taken place has
not been shared with us,”
Omar told reporters at Gul-
marg after the culmination
of the fifth edition of the
Khelo India Winter Games.

However, Omarsaid: “On
principle, we have never been
infavour of such decisions”.

“Since the Mirwaiz was
released from house arrest,
I have not seen any objec-
tionable statements from
him, but we do not have any
information about the reasons
behind the ban. (But), we
will see what to do about it
in the future,” he added.

In a post on X, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooqwrote: “Strongly
condemn the ban on Awami
Action Committee and declar-
ingitan “Unlawful Associa-
tion”.

Haryana CM hailscivicpoll resultsas
people’s stamp on good governance

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, welcoming the
results of thelocal body elec-
tions in the Vidhan Sabha
on Wednesday, said the out-
come of today’s elections
has proven that the people
of the state are with the devel-
opment, transparency, and
good governance.

He said with a substantial
majority, the people have
provided the third engine
to the cities for the non-
stop development of the
state. Along with the rural
areas, cities have a bigrespon-
sibility in the path ofrealizing
the vision of developed India.

Chief Minister Saini
expressed the confidence

thatunder the newly-elected
leadership, the governments
of cities would accelerate
development and public
service in alignment with
the aspirations of the peo-
ple.

He extended his gratitude
to the people of the state,
the State Election Commis-
sion, and all the officers and
staff involved in ensuring
the peaceful conduct of the
local body elections in the
state.

As per reports, the BJP
hasregistered amassive win
in nine out of 10 municipal
corporation elections. It suf-
fered the only defeat in the
mayoral poll in Manesar
MC, where its candidate
Sunder Lal lost to Inderjeet
Yadav.

schemes would not be
spared.

Dr Baljit Kaur also
appealed to officials toimple-
mentsocial security schemes

NOTICE

I, Mrs. Sagarika Saha Wi Pradip
Saha, 27, Brojodulal St P.5- Jorabagan,
Kaolkata - 6 purchased a land of total 38
decimal In L.R dag nos. 1236 and 1237,
LR kh, No, 889 of mowes- Mangaiban
JL= 17, PS8 Motisll vide oesd no
68342023 from Dipak Saha through
Powar of Allofnay Holder Bablu Hoy
POA no 1603133752021 of DSR-N, 5
24 Pgs. H anybody has any objection on
mutation of sai land please inform

Wlth Complete trarlsparency’ office of BLEALRO. Metigli, Dist
. . Jdafpagun inwirithen or by mail,
ensuring that maximum
people benefit from them.
Form No. 3| Form No. 3
See Regulation-15(1){a) / 16{3) [Soe Roguiation - 1(1)a}
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL Debts Recovery Tribunal Kollats [DRT 2)
KOLKATA (DRT 3) Tih Fioor, Jeewan Sudhs Buldng

fith Flocr, Jeevan Sudha Buildng
4., Jawahar Lal Nehru Road
Kalkata - TOOOT
Case No.: OA/BO2015
Summons under sub-section (4) of
section 19 of the Act, read with
sub-rubs (24]) of rule 5 of the
Debt Recovery Tribunal (Procedurs)
Rules, 1993
Exh. No. 4607
BANK nﬁgmma

2 ASHOKE BANERJEE AND ORS.

a

(1) Ashoke Banerjoa And Ors, P55
Purtalaya Madhyamigram, Norh Twenty
Faur Faganas, West Bongal - TO0129

(2) Arup Chatterjee, 8, Thakur Ramirishna
Road, Barackpors, Kolkata, VWes! Bengi -

ToO0122
SUMMONS
WHEREAS, OAB0/Z015 was listed bedore
Hon'ble Presiding Officer’ Registar on
22.07.2024,
WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal = pleassd
I la%ed SummMOng nolice on i Sad
Applieation under Sechon 19[4) of the Ac
(OA) Fed against you for recovery of debts
of Rs. 11,789,630/ (applicafion slong with
copias of dacumants atc. annmed),
In accondance with sub-seciion (4 ) of secion
19 of the Act, you, the delendants are
directed ns under-
i} to show cause within thirly 2ay% of the
sarvica of summons &5 10 why refef prayed
for should not be granled;
(W) to disclose pariculars of properbes or
assals olhar Ihan properies and acsels
spacified by the appicand under seral
numbar 34 of the anginal applcation;
{#i) you are restrained from dealing with or
disposing of secured assats or such Other
azsels and properties disclosed under serial
number 34 of the onginal applcation,
pending hearing and disposal of the
application for attachment of properies
(tv] you shall not trensfer by way of sale,
lease or otherwise, excep! n e ordinary
course of his business any of the assels over
which sacurity inlerest is cresled andior
other @ssels properiies specified or
disclosed under serial number 34 of e
original application withput the prior
approval of fee Trbunak
{v} you shall be liabée o account for the sse
proceads raalised by sale of secured asssts
or ofher assels and proparties in the ordinany
coursa of business and deposd such sale
proceeds in the accoun! mamtgingd wih he
bark or financial insutions hokding securiy
inlerest over such assels,
You are also dracted fo file the wnilien
statement with a copy thereof fumishad 1o
the applican! and 1o appear before
Registrar on 25.11.2024 a1 10:30 AM
failing which the application shall be heand |
gnd decided in your absenca
Given under my hand and the seal of this
Tribunal onthis date: 26.07.2024.
Mext Date: 26.05.2025
Signature of the Cfficer authorised 1o ssoe
BARTRTIONS
gl

Ragistrar

Kofkata Debis Mrer}'h'mndrir

4240, Javahar Lal Mehru Road, Koliets - [0 071
Casa No. ; OW [ 357 | 3047
Summans undor Sub-section (4] of Section
1% of the Act, read with Sub-rule [2A) of Ruls
5 af the Debi Recovery Tribunal (Procedure)

Rubes, 1993,
Exh. Mo ; 22X
CANARA BANK
T
SREE SURYA PRANASH SHUKLA AND DRS.
Te

[1} Sree Surya Prakash Shukla end Ors.. Son
of Sn Radhika Prasand Shukia, Name snd Style
of Mis. Anupam Cemanl Udyog. 335
Prothrapur, Post - Garacharma, Port Biair
Ancaman, Andaman and Nicober lsiand -
FEE04

[} Smit. Sushma Kerketa, Wik of Lats Ramesn
Kerkets, Austirabad, Behind Deyas Sager Hoted
Garacharama, Part Blair, Andaman, Andaman
and Micobar ksland - T44 104,

[31 5ril Vickey Kerkefts Alias Vivik Kumar, 500
of Late Ramash Karkelia, Austinabac, Betrd
Daiya Sagar Hatal, Garacherama, Pord Bise
Andaman, Andeman and Nicohs lsiand -
TaLT04

(4] Miss Bippila, Deughtzr of Late Ramess
Farkatia, Aushnabad, Behind Days Sacar Holel
Garacharama, Porl Biair, Andaman, Andaman
and Micobar island - 744 104,

SUMMONS
WHEREAS, OA | 35T | 2017 was isi=d belors
Hon'blg Pregiding Offices | Regisirar oa
I7.02.2035.
WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased o
H=ue summans / nalice on he sead Applcstion
urdler Sachion 1004) of the Act (DA fled
you for recovery of debls of Re. 34,64, 089.18
{application slong with copies of docurments sic
arneued)
I Bocordance with Sub-section [4) of Sechon
19 of I Ack, you, the delendants sre diecies
a5 Lindar
i) b0 ghew ciuss wilbn iy days of he senas
of summaons as ko why nalel prayed for showla
niof be grardad,
i) o disciass paficulans of prooerties oF sty
gines (han propariios and sesels specified by
ik applicant under sedal nambar 1A of the
orginal application;
i) you sre resiradned from dealing with o
disponiry of sucurad asselt of sach ofher asset
prwl prepodies disciosed under Sorial mumbe
34 of the onginpl application, pending hearng
ard disposal of e application for attachmen of
propaiag;
i you atall nol iransher by wairy of Gale, ks
or alharésas, aacapl In [ho ordeary oourse of
hi BLsninga @iy of B9 Sisets. D wihioh fecursy
infarmil |8 craaled andior olhvee Besets and
propedtas speciliod or disclosed under senal
nurnber 34 of fhe orgingl applcaton wdhout Fw
praoe appraval of the Tribunal
v} you shall b Rable 1o nccoun] for e ke
procisds realsad by sale of scunsd st of
ol napats and propedies in ihe cedinay course
of businaas and dapoEd Guch Bkl PrOCBeE n
this Beccwn| mardainnd wilh fis bank o Snanoel
nalituliony holdng socunty inlenosl ower such
LEL Dt
ewy arg also dimeted io il e wetion weisment
with & copy Thaneed lurnabed 10 the soplican
ard bo appear befons Regletrar on 39072029
ot 18,30 AW, faling which iho mpplicabon ghal
bib hishircd and caciled in your ebibncs
Glvan under my hand and the seal of this
Tribunal on ihis dale : 03032025,

Bd)- Assi Registiar

Kodkata DRT - 2

INFORMATION WANTED |

This is the photograph of Laila
Middya, Father's Name - Lt. Amin
Ali Middya, of WVill+PQ-
Belegachhi, P5- Barulpur, South
<4 Pgs., who has been missing
since 06.11.2003, from Residence
Urder Baruipur P5, Description of
this missing persen is : Age- 30
Years, Complexion-Shallow,
Height- 153Cms, Wearing-
Churider, Please Contact Officer
in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal,
Bhaban| Bhaban, Kolkata-700027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6120

This Is the phatograph of Sonia Mallick
0 Soniya Khatun, Father's Name-
Barjahan Mallick, of Vill-Bahirtafa,
PO-Jadurberia, PS-Uluberia, Dist.-
Howrah, Who has been missing since
29.02,2024 at 14.30 hrs. Description
of this Missing person is :Age- 15+ ,
Years, Complexion- Sallow, Height-4
feet 7 inch , Bullt-Normal, Hair-Curley
Black, Eyes-Normal, Face-Long,
Wearing-Red Salwar, Language-
Bengall, Please inform whereabouts of
the Missing person confact (to) the Sl
of Police, Uluberia PS5, Howrah Rura
District, Mob; 9932943577,

[ INFORMATION WANTED |

This is the photograph of Papiya Khatun,
Father's Name- Mujibor III‘IIMIH.
Mother's Name- Manisha Begum | of
Vill-Hirapur Kantakhall, PS-Uluberia,
Dist.-Howrah, Who has been missing
since 19.04,2024 at about 15.00 hrs
Description of this Missing person is
.Age- 16 (approx), Years, Complexion-
Falr, Height-5 fest (Approx), Built-
Medium, Halr-Black, Wearing-Ash
Caloured Churidar & Red Pajama,
Language-Bengall, Please inform
whereabouts of the Missing person
contact (ta) the 51 of Palice, Uluberia PS,
Howrah Rural District, Mob: B101301464,

e s L s we

ICA- D 524(3)/2025

ICA-D523(3)/ 2025

ICA-D522(3)/ 2025

INFORMATION WANTED

r b

This is the photograph of Parvin Khatun,
00 5K Samser AR, W/0 SK Moidul , of Vill-
Alipukur, PO-Bahira, PS-Ulubena, Hawrah,
Wha has been missing since 18.06.2023
at 16.00 hrs, Description of this Missing
persan is (Age- 22 Years, Complexion-
Fair, Height-5 feet 4inch (Approx), Built-
Normal, Hair-Black, Eyes- Normal Black, Face-
Oval, Wearing-Red Churidar & Orna,
Language-Bengall . Please inform
whereabouts of the Misging person
contact (to) the S1 of Police, Uubaria PS,
Howrah Eural Districk, Mab; 9932843977

1CA-D521(3)/ 2025

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Rupsanara Parvin,
Husband Name- Azgar Ali Molla, Father's
Kame - Mofizul Haque , of Vill- Gabtala,
PO- Gobindapur, PS- Bhangore, Dist- South
24 Parganas, who has been missing since
29.01.2025 at about 24.00 hrs. from
Residential area, Description of this
missing person is . Age= 14 Years,
Complexion-Shyamla, Height- 5 feet,
Wearing- fed & white coloured Salwar
Kamiz & Green Barkha, Language- Bengal
Identification Mark- One cut mark on left
side belly, Please Contact Officer in
Charge, Missing Persons Bureau, C.1D.,
West Bengal, Bhabani Braban, Kolkats-
700027, Fn, No.-033:2450-6120.
ICA-D517(3) /2025

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Barsha
Bhakta, Father's Name - Sudarshan
Bhakta, of Vill- Dakshin Barhat, PO-
Dolpara, P5- Panskura, Dist- Purba
Madinipur, who has been missing
since 08.02.2025 at about 07.00 hrs
fram Residential area, Description
of this missing person is | Age- 16
Years, Complexion-5allow, Height-
4 feet 10 Inch, Wearing- White colour
churider, Language- Bengall. Pleass
Cantact Officer in Charge, Missing
Parsons Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal
Bhabani Bhaban, Kelkata-700027, Ph
No.-033-2450-6120

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Jui Das,
Father's Name - Ajit Das, of Birati,
New Barrackpore, Dist- 24 Parganas
(Narth), WB. who has been missing
simee 13.01.2025 at about 14.00
hrs. fram Kalikatala, PS- Jibantala
area, Description of this missing
person |5 : Age- 186 Years,
Complexion-Fair, Height- 5 feet,
Wearing= Churidar, leather shoe,
Language- Bengall, Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.0., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027
Ph. No,-033-2450-6120

ICA- D518(3)/2025

1CA-D5108(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Unknown Male
Dead Body, found on 13.01,2025, at about
10.50 hrs, Found at Pathikhalay in front of
Malangacara KCB [nstitution under P5-
Swarupragar, Deseription of this Dead body
is: Age-50-60 Years, Sexi Male,
Complexion-Cark, Height-5 Feet 6 Inch,
Build- Medium, Hair- Black & white Shart,
Wearing- White colour Jacket and Blue full
Pant and Brown Cap, Identification Nature-
Mentally Challenged, Please Contact Officer
in Charge, Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.D.,
West Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120

B i L T

ICA-D520(3)/ 2025

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Rajia Khatun,
Father's Name - Lt. Monirul Molla , of Vil
Kawga Sangrampur, PO- Masat, PS- Dismond
Harbour, Dest- Soukh 24 Parganas, who
has bean missing since 17.02.2025 at
about 1E.00 hrs, from Residential
ared, Description of this missin? parson
is : Age- 17 Years, Complexian-
Shyamia, Height- 5feet, Wearing- Yelbow
Churider, Black Pant, and Black Oma,
Language- Bengali. Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani
Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph. No.-033-
2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Amina
Khatun, Father's Name - Moti Molla

af Vill-Howramari Uttarpara, PO-
Mollicaati, P5-libantaia, Dist.-South 24
Parganas, who has been missing
since 18.10.2024 at about 16.00 hrs
fram Residential area, Description
of this missing person is : Age-14
Years, Complexion-Shyamla, Height-
4 Feet 5Inch, Wearing-Nighty & Leather
Shoe , LiﬂEuigE‘EEHﬂiill lease
Contact Officer in Charge, Missing
Persons Bureau, C.1.D., West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Rejina
Khatun, Father's Name - Azizul Molla

of Vill«PO-Brindakhali, PS-
Barulpur, Dist.-South 24 Parganas,
whe has DEED I'I1|HII1|; Fince

20.12.2024 at about 15,00 hrs
from Residential area, Description
of this missing person is : Age-16
Years, Complexion-Fair, Height-5
Feet 2 Inch, Wearing-Red Churidar
. Language-Bengail, Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persans
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Rina Molla,
Father's Name - Malek Molla , of Vill-
Moukhali, PO-Uttar Moukhali, PS-
Yibantala, Dist.-South 24 Parganas,
who has been missing since
30.04.2024 at about 08.00 hry. from
Residential area, Description of this
missing person is @ Age-13 Years,
Complexion-Fair, Height-5 Feet,
Wearing-Churidar & Leather
Chappa!, Language-Bangall, Please
Cantact Officer in Charge, Missing
Persons Burezu, C.1.D., West Bengal,
Bhakani Bhaban, Kolkata-700827, Ph.
Mo -033-2450-6120.

ICA- D516(3)/2025

ICA- D515(3)/2025

ICA-D514(3)/2025

ICA-D513(3)/2025

been ceased.

May please contact for
Udyogamandal Unit:
Mame: Santhosh M K

Designalion: Unit Head
Mabile: 9446045121

CBC 02101/10009/2425

HIL (INDIA) LIMITED, UDYOGAMANDAL & BATHINDA
(Formaerly Hindustan Insecticides Limited)
(A Gowt. of India Enterprise)
ATTENTION TO ALL STAKE HOLDERS
We would like to inform all Stake Holders that the Udyogamandal Uinit in
kKerala and Bathinda Linit in Punjab of ME. HIL (INDIA) LIMITED, New
Delhi {formerty known as Hindustan Insaclicides Limited ) s curmently un-
dergoing closura. As of 10th October, 2023, all oparation al this Unit has

Any claim which is due and payable by HIL to claimant should be
made within 15 days from the date of this adverlisement, otherwise
the claim will be deemed vold and invalid.

May please contact
for Bathinda Unit:

Mame: Abhishek Kaushik
Designation: Linit Head
Mobile: 9888236713

E-mai: ubudyogamandal@hil.gov.in E-mail. uhbathindai@hil.gov.in

INFORMATION WANTED

This s the photograph of Nasima Khatun,
Father's Name - Khalek Gazl , of Kothur,
PS-Basirhat, Basirhat Police District. who
has been missing since 05.12.2023 at
abaout 12,00 hre. from Residence, under
Basirhat PS5, Description of this missing
persan s Age-20 Years, Complexion-
Fair, Height- 5 Feet 4 Inch, Wearing-Tute
Colour Grawn and White Omaz, Language
= Bengali. Please Contact Officer in
Charge, Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.D.,
Wast Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kofkats-
00027, Ph. Na,-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Shyam Bir,
Father's Name - Bhagyaboty Prasad , of
losbanth Nagar, Etawah, Uttar Pradesh
aft Present Address Vill-Gopalnagar, FO-
Harharia, PS-Singur, Dist.-Hooghly, who
has been missing since 18.10.2024 at
about 16.30 hrs. under Singur PS,
Description of this missing persan is :
Age-13 Years, Complexion-Fair, Height-
4 Feet 4 Inch, Wearing-White T-Shirt &
Jeans, Please Contact Officer in Charge,
Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.D., West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This s the photograph of Badal Halburu,
Father's Name - Lt, Arjun Haiburu , of
Vill+P5-Borobil, Dist.-Keonjhar, State-
Odisha, A/P-Vill-Goalpota, PO+PS-JB
Pur, Dist.-Howrah, WB, who has been
missing since 09.05.2024 af about 09.00
hrs. from Jagathallavpur PS area,
Description of this missing person is :
Age-11 Years, Complexion-Shyamia

Height- 4 Feet J Inch, Wearing-Black Full
Pant and White T-Shirt, Language-
Bengali/Odisha, Please Contact Officer
in Charge, Missing Persons Bureau,
C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban,
Kolkata-T00027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Sima Baity,
Father's Name - Dillp Baity , of Vill-
Chengail Nimtala, PS-Uluberia, Dist.-
Howrah, wha has been missing since
01.05.2024 at about 18.00 hrs. from
Recidential area, Description of this
missing person is : Age-13 Years,
Complexion-Fair, Height- 3 Festd
Inch, Wearing-Pink Colour Printed
Check Ganjl & Pink Barmuda & Black
Orna, Language-Bengall, Flease
Contact Officer in Charge, Missing
Persons Bureau, C.1.D,, West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph,
| No.-033-2450-6120,

ICA-D509(3)/2025

ICA- D510(3)/2025

ICA-D511(3)/2025

ICA-D512(3)/2025
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Iran Gamble

F I Yhe latest outreach to Iran marks yet another dra-

matic shift in the US approach toward the Islamic

Republic. While it is not unprecedented for an
American President to seek direct communication with
Iran’s leadership, the context of this attempt makes it
particularly intriguing. The move comes from a leader
who previously dismantled the nuclear agreement, re-
imposed crippling sanctions, and applied a “maximum
pressure” campaign that left Tehran increasingly isolat-
ed. Yet now, there is talk of negotiation, diplomacy, and
even the possibility of a peace deal. There are two pos-
sible readings of this overture. The first is that it reflects
a calculated attempt to push Iran into a position where
it has no choice but to negotiate. The logic here is that
the combination of economic hardship, regional set-
backs, and diplomatic isolation could make Iran more
willing to engage in talks. Some American policymakers
may believe that Iran’s allies in the region, weakened
by external pressures, are unable to provide the same
level of strategic depth as before. If this is indeed the
calculation, then the letter to Iran’s leadership is not an
act of diplomacy in good faith but an effort to capitalise
on perceived vulnerabilities. The second reading is that
this is a political manoeuver aimed at demonstrating a
willingness to seek peace while keeping the military
option on the table. By framing the situation as a choice
between diplomacy and military action, the message is
clear: Iran can either agree to talks or face the possibility
of conflict. However, such an approach risks escalating
tensions rather than resolving them. If Iran perceives
the outreach as a trap rather than a genuine offer, it may
respond with defiance, accelerating its nuclear pro-
gramme rather than slowing it down. The Iranian lead-
ership’s initial dismissal of the letter suggests that
Tehran views this as another instance of strategic pos-
turing. Iran has historically been wary of overtures from
Washington, particularly when they come with ultima-
tums. The ultimate decision-maker in Iran, the Supreme
Leader, has often signaled reluctance to engage in talks
under pressure. Any negotiation that appears to be con-
ducted from a position of weakness could be politically
damaging within Iran itself.

Meanwhile, the involvement of external actors like
Russia adds another layer of complexity. By offering to
mediate, Russia positions itself as a key player in the
diplomatic process, potentially using the crisis as lever-
age in its broader geopolitical manoeuvering. The
response from other regional players, particularly those
with deep-seated concerns about Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions, will also shape the outcome. In the end, whether
this outreach results in meaningful diplomacy or further
escalation depends on how both sides interpret each
other’s intentions. If the goal is genuine dialogue, it
must be accompanied by trust-building measures.
Otherwise, this effort may simply be another chapter in
the long history of failed US-Iran engagement ~ one
that only deepens mistrust and pushes the region closer
to instability.

Early summer

he early onset of summer across India this year is

more than just a shift in seasons ~ it is a signal of

a deeper, systemic problem that threatens liveli-
hoods, economic stability, and the foundations of In-
dia’s agrarian society. While rising temperatures have
become an almost routine headline, the consequences
are now unfolding in ways that should alarm both poli-
cymakers and ordinary citizens. One of the most imme-
diate casualties of India’s changing climate is its small
and medium enterprises, which form the backbone of
the economy. In cities like Ludhiana, traditionally
known for its robust winter garment industry, decades-
old business models are collapsing. Winter clothing
manufacturers, who had fine-tuned their production
cycles to meet seasonal demand, are witnessing a
shrinking market. As winters grow shorter and milder,
retailers are shying away from confirmed orders, shifting
to “sale or return” models that place the entire risk on
producers. Some businesses have already been forced
to shut down, unable to navigate these abrupt changes.
Agriculture, the livelihood of nearly half of India’s pop-
ulation, is even more vulnerable. Heatwaves have
slashed yields of staple crops like wheat, chickpeas, and
rapeseed, and prized horticultural produce such as the
Alphonso mango has suffered devastating losses.
Reports of farmers reducing their workforce because
there is no work to offer are becoming increasingly com-
mon. The ripple effects are clear: lower yields lead to
higher food prices, worsening inflation, and potentially
trigger further restrictions on exports in an effort to pro-
tect domestic supply.

The situation is exacerbated by declining water
availability. Reservoir levels in parts of northern India
have dropped alarmingly, threatening irrigation for the
next crop cycles. Reduced water availability will not only
hurt crop production but also impact the dairy sector,
where reports of declining milk output are already sur-
facing. These climate-induced economic shocks have
the potential to derail India’s growth trajectory. Rural
consumption, which had shown signs of recovery after
a prolonged slowdown, is at risk once more. Urban con-
sumption remains tepid, and private investment has yet
to regain momentum. If agricultural incomes decline
and food prices spike, the Reserve Bank of India’s deli-
cate balancing act of supporting growth while keeping
inflation under control could become even harder. India
stands at a crossroads. The climate crisis is no longer a
distant threat ~ it is a reality staring the country in the
face. Urgent adaptation measures are needed. These
include better weather forecasting systems, accessible
agricultural insurance, and the adoption of climate-
resilient cropping patterns. Without such interventions,
India risks enduring cycles of economic distress, widen-
ing inequality, and social unrest. The early arrival of
summer is a warning. Ignoring it could cost India not
only in terms of lost economic output but also in lost
lives and livelihoods. It is time to act decisively, before
seasonal changes become irreversible damage.

KOLKATA, THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2025

Vol. CXXXXXIX 61

India and China

China and India should build on their historical fraternity and shared challenges.
Joint initiatives — gender equity programmes to combat son preference,
health collaborations to address health issues overlooked by the West and I.T.
partnerships to employ youth — could yield mutual benefits. The elephant and
dragon, once partners in peace along the Silk Road under legends like Kanishka,

must dance again

{

aking the dra-
gon and ele-
phant dance
is the only
right choice,” says China’s For-
eign Minister Wang Yi as he
extends a friendly hand to India
to bolster the democratisation
of global relations while stren-
gthening the Global South.
Wang’s words echo former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s famous quote, “Friends
can be changed, but not neigh-
bours”.

India and China share a
border of over 3,000 kilometres,
a cultural and spiritual history
of over 2,000 years, and urgent
common challenges ~ making
their partnership not just strate-
gic but essential.

One of the most profound
links is Buddhism, which origi-
nated in India in the 5th century
BC and spread to China by 67
BC. Indian scholars such as
Kumarajiva and Bodhidharma
played significant roles in shap-
ing Chinese Buddhist traditions,
while Chinese travellers like
Xuanzang and Faxian visited In-
dia, documenting their experi-
ences and facilitating deeper
understanding between the two
nations.

The Southern Silk Road,
which connected Pataliputra
(modern Patna) to Xi’an by the
2nd century BC, facilitated flows
of goods, ideas and diplomacy,
thus creating prosperity.

Kanishka, the Kushan emp-
eror (127-150 AD), significantly
influenced China through Silk
Road exchanges. A key patron of
Buddhism, his Fourth Buddhist
Council promoted Mahayana
teachings, which spread to Chi-
na via missionaries and translat-
ed texts. Trade networks under
his rule connected China to
Central Asia.

Following their respective
independence in the mid-20th
century ~ India in 1947 and
China in 1949 ~ both countries
embarked on paths of nation-

SIR, Anjali Mehta, in her article
published today, claims that cap-
italism is a curse, but I respect-
fully disagree. Capitalism is fun-
damentally an economic model ~
neither inherently good nor bad.
It serves as a framework for indi-
viduals and businesses to oper-
ate, driven primarily by the prin-
ciples of private ownership and
profit motive.

The real issue lies not within
capitalism itself but in human
greed, which can distort its po-
tential. Greed, being part of hu-
man nature, often leads to the
abuse of capitalist structures,
resulting in inequality and uneth-
ical practices.

However, when harnessed
correctly, capitalism can promote
innovation and improve living
standards by incentivising indi-
viduals to meet the needs of oth-
ers through their pursuits.

Thus, it is essential to differ-
entiate between capitalism as a
system and the human behaviors
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building and economic reforms.

Today, China and India face
similar concerns, amplified by
their status as the world’s most
populous nations ~ India at 1.44
billion and China at 1.41 billion
(2023 estimates).

These challenges demand
collaboration over competition.
Managing such
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se growing pains.

Both countries face severe
air pollution (e.g., Delhi’s AQI
often exceeds 300; Beijing’s
PM2.5 levels hit 137 in 2023) and
water scarcity. Collaborative
renewable energy projects could
provide a solution.

China has experienced sig-

nificant viral dis-

vast demographics

ease outbreaks like

strains resources,
infrastructure and
governance. Creat-
ing Employment is
a big challenge
that needs innova-
tive policies. Joint
ventures in manu-
facturing, technol-
ogy and green en-
ergy could gener-
ate jobs.

Both nations
struggle with gen-
der imbalances
rooted in deep-
seated cultural
preferences for sons. India’s sex
ratio at birth is 933 girls per
1,000 boys (2024), while China’s
is 923 females per 1,000 boys
(2023). In India, dowry pressures
and inheritance norms drive
families to favour sons, often
leading to sex-selective abor-
tions ~ despite the law banning
such practices.

China’s former one-child
policy (1979-2015) inadvertently
intensified son preference, as
families prioritised male heirs.
This resulted in millions of
“missing” girls in both countries,
despite campaigns like India’s
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and
China’s Care for Girls. Both na-
tions need to work together on
this challenge to achieve gender
equality.

India’s urban population is
35 per cent (rising to 50 per cent
by 2050), while China’s is 64 per
cent (World Bank, 2023), strain-
ing housing, sanitation, and
transport. Joint urban planning
initiatives, such as smart city
tech exchanges, could ease the-

SRINIVAS
MADHAV

The writer is a transparency
and equality advocate and
author. The opinions are
personal

SARS and the re-
cent pandemic,
with its dense cit-
ies amplifying tra-
nsmission risks.
On the other hand,
India battles a ris-
ing tide of non-
communicable di-
seases (NCDs), sp-
ecifically cardio-
vascular diseases
and diabetes, whi-
ch account for
over 30 per cent of
all deaths.

Genetic fac-
tors may also play a role in these
health challenges ~ viral suscep-
tibility in China and NCD preva-
lence in India ~ potentially
linked to both nations’ practices
of marrying within caste or clan
groups. A combined effort in
genetic and medical research
could offer innovative solutions.

A proposed Sino-Indian
Genomic Initiative could merge
China’s biobanks (China Kad-
oorie Biobank) with India’s Ge-
nome Project to map disease
pathways. The combined data-
set would dwarf others like UK
Biobank in scale and diversity,
addressing health disparities
ignored by Western-centric
research.

Imagine identifying a gene
variant in Indian populations
that increases diabetes risk. By
cross-referencing China’s data,
researchers might find that the
same variant behaves differently
in East Asians due to lifestyle or
environmental factors. This cou-
1d lead to tailored prevention
strategies for both nations.

editor@thestatesman.com

If successful, it could map
diseases like diabetes (over 7
crore cases in India) or viral risks
(like SARS), reducing the global
disease burden costs by billions
of dollars and fast-tracking Sus-
tainable Development Goal
(SDG) targets for Good Health
by five to 10 years.

Further, both nations boast
rich traditional medicine sys-
tems ~ India’s Ayurveda and
China’s Traditional Chinese
Medicine (TCM) ~ rooted in
centuries of holistic practice.
Joint research on herbal reme-
dies (e.g., turmeric vs. ginseng)
can help develop affordable
treatments to address health
burdens.

India’s I.T. industry, a $200
billion powerhouse (NASSCOM,
2023), excels in software services
and outsourcing, while China
dominates hardware manufac-
turing and Al development. Col-
laboration in the I.T. sector ~
including joint R&D hubs and
tech parks could create high-
skill jobs and employ millions.

China and India should
build on their historical frater-
nity and shared challenges. Joint
initiatives ~ gender equity pro-
grammes to combat son prefer-
ence, health collaborations to
address health issues over-
looked by the West and L.T. part-
nerships to employ youth ~
could yield mutual benefits.

As Wang Yi said, “If we work
together, the strengthening of
the Global South will have a
brighter future.” The elephant
and dragon, once partners in
peace along the Silk Road under
legends like Kanishka, must
dance again ~ tackling cultural,
environmental and health chal-
lenges together ~ not just for
their own sake, but for a bal-
anced, peaceful world.

Lake Manasarovar, believed
to cleanse sins and bestow en-
lightenment, reopening to Indi-
ans this year after a gap of five
years, appears to be an auspicio-
us beginning in this direction.
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Rational view of
China would
benefit Canada

THE governing Liberal Party elected for-
mer central banker Mark Carney its
leader on Sunday. Carney will thus suc-
ceed Justin Trudeau as prime minister
after he is sworn in in the coming days,
at a critical juncture as Canada add-
resses the challenge of US President
Donald Trump's trade war. Despite
having little political experience ~ he
has never been elected as a member of
parliament ~ Carney's long track record
as governor of the Bank of Canada dur-
ing the global financial crisis and gov-
ernor of the Bank of England during the
Brexit negotiations is believed to be the
main reason for his election victory.

But the test awaiting the future
Canadian leader this time is very differ-
ent from that of the difficult times he
once led the central banks through, as
it does not originate from the imbalance
of financial or economic laws, but the
rise of unilateralism, protectionism and
hegemony based on a surge of pop-
ulism in the US. So to pass the test
entails the former central banker
demonstrating not only financial acu-
men but more importantly political wis-
dom, vision and courage.

Unlike his predecessor, who has
appeared “weak” in front of the US'
assertiveness, Carney, as predicted,
talked tough on the US when address-
ing a crowd of Liberal supporters after
the result of the leadership contest was
announced on Sunday evening. “We
didn’t ask for this fight, but Canadians
are always ready when someone else

drops the gloves,” he said. But although
he promised to face down Trump’s
threats to impose tariffs and annex
Canada, saying, “America is not Cana-
da, and Canada never, ever will be part
of America in any way”, how Carney will
translate his strong language on the
stage in Ottawa into practical solutions
to those twin challenges is far less clear.
That Trudeau’s 50-minute tele-
phone call with Trump on Wednesday
was reported as being “profanity-laden”
clearly indicates that the US leader is
determined to press ahead with the
pressure he is putting on Canada. Fur-
ther evidence of that is the new tariffs
Trump threatened to impose on Friday
on Canadian lumber and dairy prod-
ucts, one day after offering Canada a
one-month reprieve on punishing, vir-
tually across-the-board 25 percent tar-
iffs. As well as Trump’s trade pressure,
Carney has a host of domestic political,
economic and social problems to tackle.
The fast rising living costs and balloon-
ing national debt over the past nine
years under the Liberal Party have
undermined public confidence in his
party’s leadership and he will have to
deal with the challenge from the oppo-
sition parties led by the Conservative
Party under the stewardship of the pop-
ulist leader Pierre Poilievre in parlia-
ment. The opposition parties will be
alert to how Carney will deal with the
US trade blows, further squeezing the
space for his maneuvers as the US
leader heightens his threats. As such,
the future Canadian leader has no rea-
son not to overhaul the Trudeau gov-
ernment’s China policy to mend the ties
with the world’s second-largest econo-
my and Canada’s major trading partner.
The retaliatory tariffs Beijing vowed on
the weekend to impose on some Cana-
dian imports later this month to counter
the punitive duties Trudeau slapped on
some Chinese imports in October under
pressure from the US should be taken as
a reminder to Carney of a move he can
take that has the potential to save the
whole situation on his gameboard.
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that can corrupt it. The challenge
is to cultivate a version of capital-
ism that emphasises ethical prac-
tices and social responsibility,
allowing its benefits to be more
equitably distributed.
Yours, etc., Angus Neill,
London, 10 March.

DISILLUSIONMENT

SIR, Please refer to today’s report
“BJP MLA joins TMC, setback for
Suvendu in Haldia”. The Bhara-
tiya Janata Party MLA from Hal-
dia in West Bengal’s Purba Medi-
nipur district, Tapasi Mondal, on
Monday joined the Trinamool
Congress.

She had represented the
same constituency as an MLA of
the Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M). She joined the
BJP in December 2020 at a public
rally addressed by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

She had won the 2021 Asse-
mbly election from Haldia on a

epaper.thestateerﬂﬁn,ﬂ?{n

Blame humans, not capitalism

BJP ticket. Ms. Mondal, who hails
from the same district as the
Leader of the Opposition in the
State Assembly, Suvendu Adhik-
ari, was considered close to the

CHANCE MISSED

SIR, This refers to the editorial “Defining
triumph” (March 11). The Champions Tro-
phy victory by Team India was a remark-
able achievement, showcasing their im-
mense talent and resilience under the lead-
ership of Rohit Sharma. However, the tour-
nament was marred by allegations of pref-
erential treatment towards India due to its
financial influence in the ICC. Also, the
team’s refusal to play in Pakistan, citing

BJP leader. The defection comes
as a setback for the BJP.

Notably, almost a dozen BJP
MLAs have defected to the Tri-
namool Congress since the 2021
Assembly election, when 77 leg-
islators of the saffron party were
elected to the State Assembly.

The latest development com-

security concerns, further complicated the
event and strained relations between the two nations.
While India’s dominance was undeniable, playing in Pakistan could have been a step toward
improving bilateral relations. Prime Minister Modi would do well to follow the example set by Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, who, despite the Kargil War, ensured cricket relations between India and Pakistan
remained strong. Efforts to revive reciprocal tours could be a valuable diplomatic tool, fostering
understanding and easing tensions between the two countries.
Yours, etc., Vandana, Chandigarh, 11 March.

es almost a year before the
Assembly election in West Bengal
is likely to be held.

Ms Mondal’s decision to
defect is a testament to the grow-
ing disillusionment with BJP’s
politics.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,
Kolkata, 11 March.
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Musk comes visiting

BASAB DASGUPTA

am very proud of my daughter

Leena (her name, school and

workplace information have been

changed to protect her privacy).
She is very smart and has all three
proverbial graces of Greek Mythology.
She attended an Ivy League school for
undergraduate education, went to
Harvard medical school, married an
Indian classmate and got a job at the
National Institute of Health (NIH) in
Washington DC; a federal job implied
life-long job security. She has two
wonderful children and lives in a nice
house in the upscale town of Silver
Springs, Maryland. I often joke that
she could not help it because she got
her DNA from me.

However, I knew that my joke
lacked complete validity. Unlike me,
Leena has a very compassionate side
from her teenage years. Instead of
going into traditional STEM subjects,
she wanted to do something good for
mankind. It was this mindset that
propelled her towards a medical pro-
fession. I wanted her to study physics
like me. Frankly, I wondered if the
long path of becoming a doctor and
the stress associated with hard work
at all hours of night and day were real-
ly worth it. She was determined.

Even as a student, she participat-
ed in activities like organizing AIDS
walks and attending “alternate spring
breaks” which involved working with
handicapped communities in some
way instead of frolicking on Florida
beaches and drinking alcohol.

Happily, my concerns turned out
to be unfounded. The fact that her hus-
band is also a doctor certainly helped
in easing out stress and maintaining a
peaceful domestic life. Her job at NIH
is both prestigious and secure.

My relationship with Leena took
a turn for the worse in 2016 with the
election of Donald Trump. I have no
hesitation or embarrassment in
declaring that I am a staunch support-
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er of Trump. Leena passionately
hated Trump and was devastated by
Hillary Clinton’s loss in the election.
We had a number of vigorous and
often loud debates on the merits of
the two leaders. The debates never
seemed to have an end as both of us
stood firm.

While Leena believed that we
should always help the less fortunate,
be it the illegal immigrants or poor
people of colour, I believe that God
has given each one of us the ability to
take care of ourselves and the only
challenge is to get the right opportu-
nities. I am not an advocate of relying
on charity and government handouts.
It is like teaching someone how to fish
versus feeding him fish every day. I
believed that Trump could offer just
that; Hillary seemed to favour “pay for
play” schemes. Eventually, Leena and
I came to a truce: we agreed not to
discuss politics in our conversations.

The Corona pandemic gave
Leena some spotlight within NIH and
she felt happy in her job. To make it
even better, the government allowed
the NIH employees to work from
home. This gave Leena more time to
spend with her kids. This included tak-
ing the kids to school every morning
and picking them after school. One
advantage of “working from home” is
that the employee can almost be any-
where as long as he/she is close to a
cell phone. Leena could carry out an
important business meeting while
driving her kids to school. Surprising-
ly, the Biden government allowed
most Federal employees to continue
working from home long after the
pandemic was over.

That plan of apolitical family
interactions worked out well. Things
improved considerably when Trump
lost the election in 2020 and faced
numerous lawsuits, not to mention
the 6 January 2021 riot at the Capitol
building, and I did not offer any
defense. I even resisted the temptation
of mocking Joe Biden for his various
failed policies, especially allowing mil-

lions of illegal immigrants into the
country across the southern border.

No one, except for MAGA enthu-
siasts like me, expected Trump to
come back from all the adversities,
not to mention assassination
attempts, and win the 2024 election.
In addition, his popularity dragged
the house and the senate to the
Republican side of the aisle.

What made me especially happy
was the observation that Trump
seemed more mature and focused dur-
ing the present term and the entire
GOP was in sync with him as evidenced
by votes to confirm Trump’s nominees:
in almost all cases, the Republican sen-
ators were united behind Trump.
Moreover, each cabinet member hit
the ground running with policies con-
sistent with Trump’s vision.

One new aspect of Trump’s cab-
inet was his creation of the “Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency”
(DOGE). Surprisingly, Trump put the
tech billionaire, Elon Musk, touted as
the richest man on earth in charge of
DOGE, even though he never held any
elected position. Musk did not waste
any time and embarked on a wide-
scale assault on every government
activity with the goal of reducing
waste, abuse and corruption. He also
announced an end to working from
home policy and ordered everyone to
go back to their offices for in-person
engagement.

This hit Leena on multiple fronts.
The immediate issue was how to take
and pick up the kids from school. Then
there is the bigger concern about what
the Trump/Musk team might do with
NIH. Considering Leena’s credentials
and achievements, I am not worried
about her getting fired, but a reloca-
tion, which would severely disrupt her
domestic life, is certainly a possibility.

Leena’s “Trump Derangement
Syndrome” reached a new high. It
seems that she not only hates Trump,
but even developed an intense dislike
for my opinions because I voted for
Trump. In her view, people like me
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could have stopped him from becom-
ing president again.

I will not be unhappy no matter
what happens. Coming from the pri-
vate sector, I have always been envi-
ous of government employees enjoy-
ing lifelong job security. I heard sto-
ries of employees coming to work
every day but doing nothing except
playing solitaire or watching porn on
their computer screen; knowing fully
well that they could not be fired. In
my professional life, a feeling of inse-
curity was part of the job.

If Leena is no longer working at
NIH for one reason or another, that
might be a blessing in disguise. I always
felt that she has been wasting her tal-
ents and experience base in a govern-
ment job and can do significantly

better in terms of both job satisfaction
and financial compensation. I have told
her as much: “what is the point of
working in a Trump-hating echo-
chamber where you guys just gather
every day and badmouth Trump and
his policies? The negativity spills over
in your other activities”. She responded
by saying that many qualified employ-
ees from NIH have already resigned
and probably filled all the vacancies for
good jobs.

I now know first-hand some of
the anxieties and frustrations that
Musk’s DOGE activities are creating.
However, I believe these are only tem-
porary sacrifices.

(The writer, a physicist who worked in industry
and academia, is a Bengali settled in America.)

Trade could boost S Asian economies

ZOFEEN T EBRAHIM

haudhry Bashir Arain, a trader

from Khairpur in Pakistan,

exports over 99 per cent of his

dried dates to India via Dubai.
Delivery takes up to 40 days. The long-
winded route for Pakistani chhuaras to
India via Dubai started in February
2019 after the Pulwama attack, follow-
ing which India suspended trade with
Pakistan, revoking its Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) status and imposing a
200 per cent duty.

That year, two events halted the
small trade that had been ongoing.
India stopped trade across the Line of
Control (LoC) — active since 2008 —
citing concerns over the alleged
smuggling of drugs, arms and fake
currency by groups from Pakistan,
while Pakistan suspended it in
response to India’s revocation of Arti-
cle 370 and Kashmir’s special status.

Arain, president of the Khajoor-
Anaj Market, said goods sent via
Wagah-Attari reached India in eight
days, while the long sea journey dam-
aged the produce. His frustration
highlights the volatile relationship
between the two neighbouring South
Asian nations.

Yet Nikita Singla, an expert in
international trade, logistics, and
inclusion, emphasises that it is com-
mercial ties that are the key pathway
to reconciliation. And there is a trade
history too. According to her, in 1948-
49, approximately 56 per cent of Pak-
istan’s exports were directed to India,
while 32 per cent of its imports origi-
nated from there.

In 2019, after trade was suspend-
ed, Singla conducted a field survey in

on the Indian side. “Nearly 50,000
people in Amritsar — including
traders, custom house agents, gas sta-
tion attendants, mechanics, dhaba
owners, truck drivers and porters —
were adversely affected by the sus-
pension of trade via the Wagah-Attari
crossing. Similarly, in the districts of
Uri and Poonch along the LoC, nearly
25,000 people depended on this trade
for their livelihoods,” she said, adding
that cross-LoC trade was particularly
unique as it was more of a “confi-
dence-building measure” with trade
based on a barter system.

“Between 2008 and 2019, this was
valued at $1.2 billion, generating
more than 170,000 job days, and an
exchange of more than 110,000 trucks
with a freight revenue of about $9 mil-
lion for transporters in Jammu and
Kashmir,” said Singla. “It would be
interesting to find out how Pakistan
fares,” she added.

In a paper published last month
for the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, Singla argues in
favour of a more “interconnected,
secure, and efficient trading environ-
ment” between the two countries. “It
could actually drive the region’s over-
all prosperity,” she said.

For years, Cecile Fruman, direc-
tor of Regional Integration, South
Asia, at the World Bank, has been
stressing on the need for regional
trade. She notes that while the poten-
tial of intraregional trade between
South Asian countries is valued at
over $67bn, the current value of trade
remains a dismal $23bn. Trade costs
within South Asia are 20 per cent
higher than in Asean. “For example,
it is 15 to 20 per cent cheaper for a

than with one in a South Asian coun-
try,” she points out.

Citing a 2021 World Bank report,
Fruman says that full transport inte-
gration between Bangladesh and
India could boost national income by
17 per cent in Bangladesh and 8 per
cent in India. While trade between
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal
grew six-fold from 2005 to 2019, sig-
nificant untapped potential remains,
with growth estimates of 93 per cent
for Bangladesh, 50 per cent for India,
and 76 per cent for Nepal, she said.

But for trade to flourish between
India and Pakistan, it is imperative to
“rebuild trust between the two and
shield bilateral trade from political
fluctuations”, says Singla.

One possibility, she suggests,
whereby trade could restart is if both
countries recommit to the South
Asian Free Trade Area, a 2004 agree-
ment that created a free-trade area for
the region. Dr Huma Bagqai, rector of
the Millennium Institute of Technol-
ogy and Entrepreneurship, Karachi,
finds Safta, and even MFN to have
had an insignificant effect on Pak-
istan’s bilateral trade with India. Like
Singla, she points to the elephant in

says both countries need well-defined
and enforceable institutional frame-
works as currently implementation
and enforcement are zero. “And it’s
not just India, Pakistan is also a high
tariff country.”

Singla suggests that if trade
resumes, this time round it should be
made more collaborative and transpar-
ent, and supported by a joint trade por-
tal for technical exchange and product-
specific collaborations between busi-
ness groups and chambers.

“For example, surgical instru-
ment manufacturers in Sialkot could
connect with their counterparts in
Jalandhar, share technical expertise,
explore new markets, and strengthen
industry-level people-to-people ties,”
she suggests. At the LoC, she said, a
stricter and more advanced regulatory
regime could be put in place, includ-
ing truck scanners, X-ray machines,
CCTVs and digitisation of records.

Across South Asia, there are
examples of collaborations, even
when relations are not always cordial.
The recent successful trilateral power
transaction of 40 MW in 2024, from
Nepal to Bangladesh from June 15 to
November 15, through the Indian grid,

interim Bangladeshi leader Moham-
mad Yunus has even suggested the
creation of a South Asian grid with
hydroelectricity from Nepal and
Bhutan to cut reliance on fossil fuels.

“China and India, despite their
disputes, are engaged in a robust
trading partnership of over $100bn
worth of exchange of goods and serv-
ices,” points out former State Bank
governor, Dr Ishrat Husain.

While Pakistan is the least eco-
nomically integrated country in South
Asia, due in large measure to its tense
relationship with India, there have
been small but promising steps it has
taken recently. The restoration of trade
with Bangladesh after 15 years, signals
progress. Following the thaw between
the two countries after the ouster of
Sheikh Hasina, it surpassed $1bn.

It’s time for India and Pakistan
to set aside their pride. The advice
from Bangladesh’s Yunus to foster
better Bangladesh-Pakistan relations
by “settling matters” and “moving
forward” can similarly be applied to
ease tensions and build a path
towards reconciliation between India
and Pakistan.
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

How do myths start? The Corpora-
tion of Calcutta has been accused of
demolishing a temple. The facts were
stated in reply to a question at Wednes-
day’s meeting. A large plot of land with
huts and a few other buildings was
acquired for the extension of the market.
The structures were sold and demol-
ished, leaving the ground bare. Back
came one of the displaced tenants and
put up a new hut. This was demolished
and he was ejected. From this simple
incident has presumably arisen the leg-
end of the Corporation’s sacrilegious
conduct. The matter is worth attention,
as in it we can study a small myth near
its origin, and this may help us to under-
stand greater ones—for instance, how it
came about a few years ago that the peo-
ple of England believed in the presence
of a large Russian army in the land, and
many of them saw with their own eyes
the Russian snow from their boots on the
footboards of trains.

BURMA BROADCASTING

AMALGAMATION OF
CLUB PROPOSED

RANGOON, MAR. 11

SEVERAL months ago the Burma Radio
Club applied to the Government of India
for a license to broadcast from Rangoon,
and the replay was that as the Burma Wire-
less Club had also applied it would prove
impracticable to license two radio clubs in
Rangoon.

This led the Burma Radio Club to
approach the Burma Wireless dub with a
view to amalgamating the two, and thus
to enable the public to enjoy the benefits
of broadcasting. Certain proposals have
been advanced which are expected to
result in the formation of a broadcast
committee from the two clubs which will
be responsible for broadcasting in the
Province.

MR. GANDHI & VAIKOM

FRUITLESS
INTERVIEW WITH
CASTE HINDUS

COCHIN, MAR.11.

Mr. Gandhi met by invitation the local
caste Hindu oppositionists. He was
accompanied by Messrs. Rajagopalachari,
Krishnaswami Iyer and others. The discus-
sion lasted for over three hours and Mr.
Gandhi made certain proposals to bring
the struggle to a speedy conclusion, name-
ly arbitration, referendum and examina-
tion by select pundits of Sankara Smritis.
The oppositionists declined to accept any
of these.

In the evening Mr. Gandhi addressed
a large public meeting on the situation. He
was presented with an address by the
Ezhavas of Ambalapuzha. In replying Mr.
Gandhi assured them that untouchability
and unapproachability as practised were
not supported by the Shastras.

Referring to his interview with the
caste Hindu oppositionists, Mr. Gandhi
said he had appealed to their reason,
humanity and Hinduism but could not pro-
duce in them the impressions he wanted.
He did not despair and hoped there would
be a response.

Mr. Gandhi leaves Vaikom this after-
noon for Alleppey en route to Quilon.

BRITAIN AND TREATIES

LABOUR PROPOSAL
REJECTED

LONDON, MAR. 11.

IN the House of Commons to-day a
resolution, which Mr. Ronald McNeill,
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs,
declared would mischievously hamper an
efficient foreign policy, was moved by Mr.
Charles Trevelyan (Lab. Newcastle), requir-
ing that no international treaty or under-
standing be concluded without the consent
of Parliament.

Mr. Trevelyan suggested that we were
reverting to the old conditions of secret
diplomacy, and that unless the Govern-
ment followed the policy of the Labour
Party they would have to transfer the Royal
prerogative in connexion with treaties to
Parliament.

Mr. McNeill confessed that he was
not moved by the modification of the
Royal prerogative in this matter, but he
said that Mr. Trevelyan was setting about
the matter in the wrong way. He declared
that there were no secret treaties, as Mr.
MacDonald knew, but the motion would
delay extremely beneficial international
arrangements which would have to be
placed on the table in Parliament for
twenty-one days. He pointed out that
now-a-days we must obtain the consent
of the Dominions before entering Inter-
national engagements, and hence minor
matters would have to be three weeks on
the tables of every Parliament of the
Empire.

The House subsequently adopted an
amendment stating that the present pro-
cedure adequately secures Parliamentary
control over foreign affairs.
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Ukraineagreesto 30-day ceasefire
during talks withthe USAin Saudi

Negotiatorsalsoagreed toappointteamsto begintalksaimedatreachingalasting peace

AGENCIES
JEDDAH, 12 MARCH

kraine signalled its
readiness to accept
an American pro-
posal for an
“immediate, interim 30-day
ceasefire” following talks with
an American delegation in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, accord-
ing to a joint statement.
The statement, issued after
hours of consultations
between senior officials from
the two countries, said the
truce could be extended by
mutual agreement, adding
that “the United States will
communicate to Russia that
Russian reciprocityis the key
to achieving peace.”
Washington has agreed
to “immediatelylift the pause
on intelligence sharing and
resume security assistance
to Ukraine,” the statement
said, adding that both sides

discussed the importance of
humanitarian relief efforts,
particularly during the cease-
fire period, Xinhua news
agency reported.
Negotiators also agreed
to appoint teams to begin
talks aimed at reaching a
lasting peace. The USA reaf-
firmed its commitment to
engaging with Russian rep-
resentatives, while Ukraine
emphasised the need for
European partners to be

involved in the process, the
statement said.

Additionally, both nations’
leaders agreed to finalise “as
soon as possible a compre-
hensive agreement for devel-
oping Ukraine’s critical mineral
resources to expand Ukraine’s
economy,” it added.

The announcement fol-
lowed a high-level meeting
attended by American Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio
and National Security Advisor

Mike Waltz.

The Ukrainian delegation
included President Volodymyr
Zelensky’s Chief of Staff Andriy
Yermak, Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha, Defense Min-
ister Rustem Umerov, and
others. Saudi Foreign Minister
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud
and National Security Advisor
Musaed bin Muhammad Al-
Aiban also took part in the
discussions.

Atapress conference fol-
lowing the talks, American
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
voiced hope that Russiawould
accept the proposal for a
temporary ceasefire with
Ukraine.

He said Ukraine’s com-
mitmentwill “be delivered to
them directly through multiple
channels,” “through our diplo-
matic channels, through con-
versations, and other meth-
ods.”

“Theballisin their court,”

Eftorts continue toadvance Gazapeace talks: Hamas

AGENCIES
GAZA,12 MARCH

Hamas said that Egyptian
and Qatari mediators are
continuing efforts to finalise
the implementation of the
ceasefire agreementand ini-
tiate the second phase of
negotiations.

In a press statement,
Hamas spokesman Abdul
Latif Al-Qanou said on Tues-
day that Egyptian and Qatari
mediators have been working
to complete the ceasefire
agreement and move forward
with the second phase of
negotiations, Xinhua news
agency reported.

“There are positive signs
in thisregard,” said Al-Qanou,
adding that Hamas is prepared
to engage in upcoming nego-

tiations in a manner that
meets the demands of the
Palestinian people.

He also called forincreased
efforts to provide humani-
tarianrelief to the Gaza Strip
and lift the ongoing block-
ade.

According to Al-Qanou,

aHamasleadership delegation
arrived in Cairo on Monday
and discussed mechanisms
forinitiating the second phase
of negotiations.

Meanwhile, senior Hamas
leader Abdul Rahman Shadid
stated in a televised conference
thatIsrael continuesits “crim-

inal policies” against Pales-
tinians in the West Bank,
Jerusalem, and Gaza.

He accused Israel of
killings, displacement, mass
arrests, blocking food and
medical aid, and closing bor-
der crossings worsening the
humanitarian crisis in the
Strip.

Shadid highlighted that
Israel’s military operation in
Jenin and its refugee camp
hasenteredits 51st day, while
similar actions in Tulkarm
and its camps, Nour Shams
and Tulkarm, have continued
for 43 days.

He described these oper-
ations as part of Israel’s
broader strategy to expand
settlements and impose a
new reality on Palestinian
territories.

said Rubio, noting that if Krem-
linrejects the proposal, “then
we’ll, unfortunately, know
what the impediment is to
peace here.”

Zelensky described the
meeting as “good and con-
structive” on social media
platform X. “If Russia agrees,
the ceasefire will take effect
immediately,” Zelensky said.

American President Don-
ald Trump said he expects
to speak to Russian President
Vladimir Putin later this week
and hopes Russia also agrees
to the terms.

When asked how close he
thinks Ukraine and Russia
are to a total ceasefire, Trump
said, “I hope it'll be over the
next few days.”

Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-
va told Russian state news
agencies, “We do not rule out
contactswith USrepresentatives
within the next few days.”

Trump’s 25 per cent tarittsonall steel
and aluminiumimports gointo effect

ey
=9 -

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 12 MARCH

President Donald Trump
officially increased tariffs on
all steel and aluminum
imports to 25 per cent on
Wednesday, promising that
the taxes would help create
American factory jobs at a
time when his seesawing
tariff threats are jolting the
stock market and raising
fears of an economic slow-
down.

Trump removed all
exemptions from his 2018
tariffs on the metals, in addi-
tion to increasing the tariffs
on aluminium from 10 per

cent. His moves, based off a
February directive, are part
ofabroader effort to disrupt
and transform global com-
merce. The American pres-
ident has separate tariffs on
Canada, Mexico and China,
with plans to also taximports
from the European Union,
Brazil and South Korea by
charging “reciprocal” rates
starting on 2 April.

The EU announced its
own countermeasures on
Wednesday. European Com-
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen said that as
the United States was “apply-
ing tariffs worth 28 billion
dollars, we are responding

with countermeasures worth
26 billion euros,” or about
$28 billion. Those measures,
which cover not just steel
and aluminum products, but
also textiles, home appliances
and agricultural goods, are
due to take effect on 1 April.

Trump told CEOs in the
Business Roundtable on Tues-
day that the tariffs were caus-
ing companies to invest in
American factories. The 8
per centdrop in the S&P 500
stock index over the past
month on fears of deterio-
rating growth appears unlikely
to dissuade him, as Trump
argued that higher tariff rates
would be more effective at
bringing back factories.

“The higher it goes, the
more likely itis they’re going
to build,” Trump told the
group. “The biggest win is
if they move into our country
and produce jobs. That’s a
bigger win than the tariffs
themselves, but the tariffs
are going to be throwing
off a lot of money to this
country.”

Portuguese parliament rejects confidence
motion, forcing government toresign

AGENCIES
LISBON, 12 MARCH

Portuguese Prime Minister
Luis Montenegro lost a con-
fidencevote, forcing his gov-
ernment to resign after less

than a year in office.

Ofthe 224 lawmakers who
participated, only Montene-
gro’s Social Democratic Party
(PSD), the People’s Party
(CDS-PP), and the Liberal
Initiative backed him. The
Socialist Party (PS), the far-
right Chega, the Left Bloc
(BE), the Communist Party
(PCP), Livre, and PAN'’s sole
MP voted against him, Xinhua

news agency reported.

Centre-right party wins mostvotesin Greenland’s
parliamentary electionas Trump seeks control

AGENCIES
NUUK, 12 MARCH

The centre-right Demokraatit
Party won the most votes in
a surprising result in Green-
land’s parliamentary elections,
held in the shadow of American
President Donald Trump’s
stated goal of taking control
of theisland oneway oranoth-
er.

Both Demokraatit, or the
Democrats, and the second-
place finisher Naleraq, or
Point of Orientation, favor
Greenland’s independence
from Denmark but differ on
the pace of change.

Demokraatit won nearly
30 per cent of the vote, com-
pared tojust9 per centin the
election four years ago, Green-
landic Broadcasting Corpo-
ration KNR TV reported.

Naleraq came in second
with almost 25 per cent of
thevote.Inthe 2021 election,
they received just under 12
per cent, according to KNR
TV.

Demokraatit’s upset victory
over parties thathave governed
the territory for yearsindicated
many in Greenland care just
as much about health care,
education, cultural heritage
and other social policies.

“I think this is a historic
resultin Greenland’s political
history,” Demokraatit party
leader Jens-Frederik Nielsen
said.

Nielsen, 33, appeared to
be surprised by his party’s

gains, with photos showing
him sporting a huge grin and
applauding at the election
party.

The Danish Broadcasting
Corporation DRreported that
Nielsen said his party would

reach out to all other parties
tonegotiate the future political
course for Greenland.

“Wehadnotexpected that
the election would have this
outcome,” Nielsen said,
according to KNR TV. “We
are very happy.”

Nielsen also said that Green-
land needs to stand together
“in a time of great interest
from outside,” reported.

Prime Minister Mute Bou-
rup Egede had called the early
vote in February, saying the
country needed to be united
duringa “serious time” unlike
anything Greenland has ever
experienced.

The exactvote countwasn’t
immediately available, but
the speaker of parliament,
Jose Pedro Aguiar-Branco,
said the centre-right govern-
ment was defeated.

The government, a two-
partyallianceled by the Social

Democratic party (PSD) and
in power for less than a year,
hadjust80seatsin the current
230-seatlegislature. An over-
whelming majority of oppo-
sitionlawmakers had vowed
to vote against it.

Under Portugal’s consti-
tution, a failed confidence
voterequires the government
to resign. Montenegro’s
administration willnow oper-
ate in a caretaker capacity,
handling only essential and
urgent matters.

President Marcelo Rebelo
de Sousa s expected to dissolve
parliament and call snap
elections, which he previously
suggested could take place

on either 11 May or 18 May.

Montenegroinitiated the
confidence vote himself, fol-
lowing two previous confi-
dence motions during his
tenure. His leadership had
come under increasing pres-
sure due to a conflict-of-
interest scandal involving a
family-owned business.

As leader of the centre-
right Democratic Alliance,
Montenegro became prime
minister in April 2024 after
winning the general election.
However, his coalition secured
only 80 seats in the 230-seat
parliament, compared to the
PS’s 78 seats and the far-
right Chega’s 50 seats.

Ship ownersaysarrested captain of cargovessel
involvedin North Sea collisionis Russian

AGENCIES
LONDON, 12 MARCH

The captain of a cargo ship
that collided with an American
tanker is a Russian national
who remains in U.K. police
custody, the vessel’s owner
said Wednesday, asitemerged
that the ship failed several
safety checks last year.

The 59-year-old man, who
hasn’tbeen named by author-
ities, was arrested by police
innortheast England Tuesday
onsuspicion of manslaughter
by gross negligence over the
collision. He hasn’t been
charged.

Shipping company Ernst
Russ, which owns the Portu-

gal-flagged cargo vessel Solong,
said that the ship’s 14 crew
were a mix of Russian and
Filipino nationals.

U.K. authorities say they
have so far found no evidence
of foul playin the crash. Hum-
berside Police said thatdetec-
tives were conductinginquiries
alongside partner agencies.

The U.K. Marine Accident
Investigation Branch is also
involved in investigatingwhat
caused the Solong, bound
from Grangemouth, Scotland,
to Rotterdam, Netherlands,
to hit the stationary tanker,
which was anchored about
10 miles (16 kilometres) off
the English coast.

Theinvestigationisbeing

led by the USA and Portugal,
the countrieswhere the vessels
are flagged.

Port inspection docu-
ments show the Solong failed
steering-related safety checks
in Dublin, Ireland, in July,
with the vessel’s “emergency
steering position commu-
nications/compass reading”
unreadable. Inspectors found
a total of ten deficiencies,
including “inadequate”
alarms, survival craft “not
properly maintained” and
firedoors “notasrequired.”

Aninspectionin Scotland
in October found two other
deficiencies.

The shipwasn’tdetained
after either inspection.
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Dutertetofacecrimesagainst

humanity chargesat TheHague

Duterte,onceoneof Asia'smostfearedleaders, isthefirstex-leaderfromtheregionarrestedbytheglobal court

AGENCIES
MANILA, 12 MARCH

hilippine police arrest-

ed former President

Rodrigo Duterte in

Manila on Tuesday
and sent him by plane to the
Netherlands to face charges
of crimes against humanity
atthe International Criminal
Court, President Ferdinand
Marcos said.

The global court in The
Hague had ordered Duterte’s
arrest through Interpol after
accusing him of crimes against
humanity over deadly anti-
drug crackdowns he oversaw
while in office, Marcos said
inalate-nightnews conference.
Duterte had been arrested at
the Manila international airport
Tuesday morning when he
arrived with his family from
Hong Kong.

Walking slowlywith a cane,
the 79-year-old former pres-
ident turned briefly to a small

i

group of aides and supporters,
who weptand bid him good-
bye, before an escort helped
him into the plane.

His daughter, Vice President
Sara Duterte, said she sought
entry to the airbase where
her father was held but was
refused. She criticised the
Marcos administration for
surrendering her father to a
foreign courtwhich currently
has no jurisdiction to the
Philippines.

Marcos said Duterte’s arrest

was “proper and correct” and
not an act of political perse-
cution, since the Philippines
is a member of Interpol.
Among the most feared
leadersin Asiawhile in power,
Duterte became the first ex-
leader from the region to be
arrested by the global court.
Clad in a dark jacket, an
irate Duterte protested his
arrest after arrival in Manila
and asked authorities the
legal basis of his detention.
Hislawyersimmediately asked

the Supreme Court to block
any attempt to transport him
out of the Philippines.

“Show tome now the legal
basis for my being here,”
Duterte asked authorities in
remarks captured on video
by his daughter, Veronica
Duterte, who posted the
footage on social media. “You
have to answer now for the
deprivation of liberty.”

The surprise arrest sparked
a commotion at the airport,
where Duterte’s lawyers and
aides protested that they,
alongwith adoctor, were pre-
vented from coming close to
him after he was taken into
police custody. “Thisisavio-
lation of his constitutional
right,” Senator Bong Go, a
close Duterte ally, told
reporters.

The ICChasbeen investi-
gating mass killings in crack-
downs overseen by Duterte
when he served as mayor of
the southern Philippine city

of Davao and later as president.
Estimates of the death toll of
the crackdown during
Duterte’s presidential term
vary, from the more than
6,000 that the national police
have reported up to 30,000
claimed by human rights
groups.

The ICC arrest warrant,
seen byagencies, said: “there
are reasonable grounds to
believe that” the attack on
victims “was both widespread
and systematic: the attack
took place over a period of
several years and thousands
people appear to have been
killed.”

Duterte’s arrest was nec-
essary “to ensure hisappear-
ance before the court,” the 7
March warrant said. “Mindful
of the resultant risk of inter-
ference with the investigations
and the security of witnesses
and victims, the chamber is
satisfied that the arrest of Mr.
Duterte is necessary.”

Taiwan to conduct ‘immediate response’
military drills to counter China

AGENCIES
TAIPEI, 12 MARCH

Taiwanissetto conductanew
round of "immediate response"
military drills that will begin
on 17March andlastfive days,
local media reported on
Wednesday.

Thesedrillsby the Taiwanese
defence forces will involve all
military branches of Taiwan
in response to China's grey
zone warfare, the state-run
Central News Agencyreported,
quoting military sources.

The drill will be "compre-
hensive," with troops dispatched
to their assigned defensive
positions accordingly, the
source said, withoutelaborat-
ing.

The armed forces would
be put on high alert through
the five-day drills, and the
comprehensive exercise was
planned asawarm-up for this

year'sannual Han Kuangexer-
cises, reports the leading Tai-
wanese newspaper, Taipei
Times.

The military drills, sched-
uled for next week, are also
to prevent China from sabo-
taging the nation's submarine
cables, adefence official said
on Tuesday.

Lastmonth, a Chinese cargo
ship flying the flag of another
nation was detained on sus-
picion of severing a cable

between Taiwan proper and
Penghu County.

Last week, Taiwanese
Defence Minister Wellington
Koo, told reporters that Beijing
might use military exercises
to disguise a military buildup
before an invasion attempt.

In response to ceaseless
"grey zone" harassment and
to counter any threat posed
by Chinese vessels, armed
forceswould hold "immediate
combat readiness exercises."

Japanese media say police have
arrested several men foralleged
sexual assault of their daughters

The Kyodo News
agency, NHK televi-
sion and other out-
lets say police in the
Aichi prefecture, a
region in central
Japan, took into cus-
tody several men,
who are in their 30s,
40s and 50s.

AGENCIES
TOKYO, 12 MARCH

Japanese media reported
this week that police have
arrested several men accused
of sexual assault of their
underaged daughters and
sharing their abuse videos
online.

Police have so farrefused
to confirm the reports.

The Kyodo News agency,

NHK television and other
outlets say police in the
Aichi prefecture, a region
in central Japan, took into
custody several men, who
areintheir 30s, 40s and 50s.

They are accused of
repeatedly raping their
daughters or stepdaughters,
aged 6-14, filming the scenes
of the assaults and sharing
the videos on social media.
They are also accused of
child prostitution and child
pornography, the reports
said.

They allegedly exchanged
messages and footage of
their attacksin a group chat.
The group was uncovered
after one of the men was
arrested in November on
accusations of rapinga child.
Policeinvestigated the data
on his mobile phone, which
led to the arrest of the other
men, reports said.

Congo facessetback in mpox response after Rwanda-backed rebels advance in the east

AGENCIES
MITIMURHESA. 12 MARCH

Hospitals across eastern
Congo that were once at the
forefront of the country’s
response to the mpox out-
break are facing a setbackin
detecting the disease and
offering treatment following
the advance of Rwanda-
backed rebels in the region.

The mpox global health
emergency is worsening as
the fighting between the M23
rebel group and Congolese
troops escalates in eastern
Congo, which has been the
epicenter of the health crisis.
Many patients have fled and
can’t be found. Recently

;

arrived vaccines are running
shortas supplies can’treach
combat zones. Hospitals have
been under attack.
TheAssociated Press visited
one of the mpox hot spots,

. -
which is now under control
of M23rebels backed by neigh-
bouring Rwanda. Health work-
ers and remaining patients

described a growing disaster.
“The situation has been

very difficult. Insecurity has
disrupted everything,” said
Dr. Serge Munyahu Cikuru,
medical officer in charge of
the Miti Murhesa health zone
in South Kivu province’s
Kabare territory.

The country, meanwhile,
continues to battle other dis-
eases in the east, including
cholera and measles, in addi-
tion to mysterious outbreaks
that recently started in the
northwestern region.

Congo saw a 31 per cent
weekly increase in mpox
caseslastweek, bringing the
total to 16,255, according to
the Africa Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

However, thatisonly one

side of the story: Only seven
out of the 26 provinces report-
ed cases last week, the public
health agency said at its last
briefing, partly blaming the
security crisis.

Although Congo hasseen
a surge in the current vacci-
nation phase as compared
to the previous one, much
of that success is in other
regions while eastern Congo
remains cut off.

The Miti Murhesa treat-
ment centre is fast running
out of supplies.

Mubake Buroko Patrick,
an mpox patient at the facility,
said it was difficult to get
drugs in the weeks following
the fighting.

Yemen’s Houthirebels say ‘any Israelivessel’
innearby waterways againatarget

The statement from the
Houthis' Humanitarian
Operations Coordination
Center follows a four-
day deadline set by the
rebels for Israel to
resume aid shipments.

AGENCIES
DUBAI, 12 MARCH

Yemen’s Houthi rebels
warned shippers early
Wednesday that “any Israeli
vessel” traveling through
nearby Mideast waters is
now a target as Israel con-
tinues to block aid to the
Gaza Strip.

The warning from the
Houthis again throws into

chaos a crucial maritime
waterway between Asia and
Europe, threatens revenue
from Egypt’s Suez Canal
and possibly will halt aid
shipments to war zones.
The rebels in the past have
also had a loose definition
of what constitutes an Israeli
ship, meaning other vessels
could be targeted as well.
The statement from the
Houthis’ Humanitarian
Operations Coordination
Center follows a four-day
deadline set by the rebels
forIsrael to resume aid ship-
ments.
“Wehopeitisunderstood
that the actions taken by the
(Houthi military) ... stem from
a deep sense of religious,
humanitarian and moral

responsibility toward the
oppressed Palestinian people
and aim to pressure the Israeli
usurper entity to reopen the
crossings to the Gaza Strip
and allow the entry of aid,
including food and medical
supplies,” the statement said.

It described the warning
as takinghold in the Red Sea,
the Gulf of Aden, the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait and the Arabian
Sea.

The statementadded: “Any
Israeli vessel attempting to
violate this ban will be subject
to military targeting in the
declared operational area.”

There was no immediate
sign of an attack on ships.
Israel’s military did not
respond to arequest for com-
ment.
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Violence, displacements overwhelm
healthcare system| inSudan’sEl-Fasher: UN

AGENCIES
UNITED NATIONS, 12 MARCH

Violence and waves of dis-
placements have over-
whelmed the fragile healthcare
system in El-Fasher, the
capital of Sudan's North Dar-
fur state, UN humanitarians
said. "More than 200 health
facilities in El Fasher are not
functioning, and there are
severe shortages of medical
staff, essential medicines and
life-saving supplies,” said
the UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA).
Humanitarian partners
have been trying to provide
medical supplies, but their
efforts to deliver continue to
beimpeded byinsecurity and
access constraints, the office
said. The World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) reported that
more than 70 per cent of hos-
pitals and health facilities
across areasimpacted by the
hostilities in Sudan are no
longer operational, leaving
millions withouthealthcare.
"Sudan's health system
has also come under relentless
attack,” WHO said. "As of
mid-February, WHO recorded
nearly 150 attacks on health

care in Sudan since the war
there began, but the real
figure could be far higher."

OCHA appealed to the
parties involved in the conflict
to ensure safe, sustained,
and timely humanitarian
access to reach people needing
life-saving support. Civilians
must be protected, and the
essential needs for their sur-
vival must be met, Xinhua
news agency reported.

As the civil war enters its
second year, Sudan’s two
warring factions remain
locked in a deadly power
struggle. Since the conflict
began on 15 April 2023, almost
15,000 people have been
killed, and more than 8.2
million have been displaced,
giving rise to the worst dis-
placement crisis in the world.

Nearly 2 million displaced
Sudanese have fled to unstable
areasin Chad, Ethiopia, and
South Sudan, overrunning
refugee camps and prompting
concerns that Sudanese
refugees could soon attempt
to enter Europe.

The UN continues to plead
for more support as more
than 25 million need human-
itarian assistance, and dete-
riorating food security risks
are triggering the “world’s
largest hunger crisis.”

Meanwhile, mediation
efforts have failed to produce
results as the leaders of the
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF)
and Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) refuse to halt their vio-
lence, and regional and inter-
national actors have taken
sides in the war.

CANCELLATION OF SOME EMU SUBURBAN TRAINS
OVER HOWRAH DIVISON ON THE DAY OF DOLYATRA

Following EMU Local trains over Howrah Division will remain
CANCELLED during Dolyatra fastival on 14.03.2025 (Friday).

(1) HOWRAH-BARDDHAMAN (MAIN LINE) : +

Up Trains - 37819

(07.05 hra.), 37711 (08.20 hrs.) & 37843 (17.55 hrs.), » Dn Tralns
- 37822 (06.40 hrs.), 37612 (08.55 hrs.). (2) HOWRAH-
BARDDHAMAN (CHORD LINE) : » Up Trains — 36071 (05.05 hrs.),
36817 (07,08 hrs.), IBB25 (11.22 hrs.), IGB2T (12.05 hrs,), IG0B1
(05.45 hrs.), 36033 (10.30 hrs.). * Dn Trains - 36072 (07.07 hrs. ),
36814 (03,58 hrs.), 36830 (08.35 hrs.), 36834 (10.05 hrs. ). 36082
(08,06 hrs.), 36034 (11,55 hrs,) & 36840 (13.05 hrs.). (3) HOWRAH
- BANDEL (MAIN LINE) : » Up Trains — 37213 (05.14 hrs ), 37215
(06.26 hrs,), 37219 (07.35 hrs.), 37221 (08,20 hrs.), 37227 (09.25
hrs.), 37243 (12.20 hrs.), 37201 (18.55 hrs.) & 37511 (17.52 hrs.),
» Dn Trains - 37224 (06.50 hrs.), 37202 (08.40 hrs.), 37232 (08.52
hrs.), 37236 (09.46 hrs.), 37240 (10.45 hrs.), 37246 (12.30 hrs.) &

37512 (16.25 hrs.). (4) HOWRAH - SEORAPHULI : -

Up Trains -

370449 (07.30 hrs.), 37045 (0B.45 hrs.), 37047 (09,15 hrs.), 37049
(09.40 hrs.) & 37055 (11.52 hrs.). = Dn Trains — 37042 (08.20 hrs.),
37046 (09.50 hrs.), 37048 (10.15 hrs.), 37050 (10.32 hrs.) & 37056

(12.40 hrs.). (5) HOWRAH - TARAKESWAR : « Up Trains -

37307

(07.00 hrs.), 37317 (08.05 hrs.), 37327 (13.38 hrs.) & 37411 (05.15
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hrs.). « Dn Trains — 37308 (08.28 hrs.), 37328 (11.15 hrs.). 37338
{15.15 hrs.) & 37412 (04.05 hrs.). (6) NAIHATI - BANDEL: * Up
Trains — 37527 (07.55 hrs.), 37531 (09.42 hrs.) & 37535 (12.10
hrs.). * Dn Trains - 37528 (07.21 hrs.), 37532 (09.12 hrs.) & 37536
{11.42 hrs.), (T) HOWRAH - SHRIRAMPUR : * Up Trains - 37011
{0745 hrs.) & 37013 (09,20 hrs.). « Dn Trains = 37012 (08.40 hrs.)
& 37014 (10.00 hrs. ). (B) BARDDHAMAN - KATWA : « Up Trains
= 35013 (07 25 hrs.), 35019 (18.30 hrs.). « Dn Trains — 35014 (07 .25
hrs.), 35020 (17.50 hrs.).

N.B.: 37815 Howrah - Barddhaman Main Line EMU Local (0627
hrs,) & 37824 Barddhaman - Howrah Main Line EMU Local (07.00
hrs. ) will stop at all stations enroute on 14.03.2025. Inconvenience
is regretted, Divisional Rallway Manager, Howrah
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THUMBNAILS

Pleasant retail inflation
keeps RBI rate cut possibility
in April solid, says experts:
The pleasant headline con-
sumer price index (CPI) infla-
tion implies that the fourth
quarter of FY25 inflation may
undershoot the RBI's forecast
by more than 40 bps, and
could keep the rate cut possi-
bility in April solid, industry
experts said on Wednesday.
The year-on-year inflation rate
eased to an 7-month low of
3.61 per cent in February this
year, which is 0.65 per cent
lower than the corresponding
figure for January, as food
prices came down further dur-
ing the month. "Broad-based
moderation in food inflation,
led by perishables and some
protein goods, largely led to
better-than-expected headline
February CPI print," according
to Emkay Global Financial Serv-
ices' Chief Economist Madhavi
Arora. At the policy level, both
the RBI and the government
have implemented measures
to revive growth, such as poli-
cy interest rate cuts and
reduction in income tax to
increase disposable income
with households. "To further
stimulate growth, the RBI is
likely to implement another
repo rate cut in the next MPC
meeting in April. While this
move may be inflationary, it
is necessary to support
growth, particularly in seg-
ments like housing where
credit support is essential,”
Knight Frank India's National
Director, Research, Vivek
Rathi, said.

Market falls on IT selloff;
mid, small-caps underperform

Sensexand Nifty ended lowerasITlosses outweighed bankingandautogains
amid USrecession fearsand volatility

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH

nchmark indices

ended marginally

lower on Wednesday

in a highly volatile
session as gains in banking
and automobile shares were
offsetbylossesin the IT sec-
tor.

At close, the Sensex
declined 0.1 per cent, or
72.56 points, to settle at
74,029.76, while the Nifty
slipped 0.12 per cent, or 27.4
points, to 22,470.5.

During the trading session,
the Nifty reached a high of
22,577.4and alow0f22,329.55
while the Sensex fluctuate
within a range of 74,392.15
and 73,598.16.

The mid and small-cap
segments underperformed
the benchmarks with the
BSE Midcap slipped 0.57 per
cent, while the Smallcap
index ended 0.48 per cent
lower.

The overall market capi-
talisation of BSE-listed firms
dropped below 393 lakh
crore from over 394 lakh
crore in the previous ses-
sion.

On Nifty50, the top gainers
were Indusind Bank (4.38
per cent), Tata Motors (3.12
per cent), Kotak Mahindra
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Bank (2.45 per cent), Bajaj
Finance (1.73 per cent), and
ITC (1.53 per cent).

While on the losing side
were Infosys (4.26 per cent),
Wipro (3.31 per cent), Tech
Mahindra (2.77 per cent),
Nestle India (2.48 per cent),
and Tata Consultancy Services
(1.93 per cent).

The Bank Nifty concluded
at47,853.95, with anintraday
high of 48,222.15 and a low
of 47,844.95.

After a 27 per cent crash
in the previous session,
IndusIind Bank saw a 6 per
cent rebound as investors
assessed the fallout from the
bank’s derivatives portfolio
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discrepancies.

Among the sectors, Nifty
IT index suffered a solid loss
of 2.91 per cent, with all
stocks in the red. IT stocks
have been under pressure
amid growing concerns of a
recession in the US market.

Infosys and Wipro led the
sell-off amid growing fears
thataslowdown in US client
spending could impactrev-
enue growth for Indian IT
firms.

Nifty Realty, Media and
PSU Banklost 1.65 per cent,
1.53 per cent and 1.08 per
cent, respectively.

Shares of Tata Motors
surged over 3 per centon 12

Indusind Bank
rebounded 6 per cent
after a previous 27
per cent crash; Tata
Motors gained 3 per
cent; PB Fintech fell 5
per cent after
annhouncing a 696
crore investment.

March, emerging as one of
the top Sensex gainers and
providing a strong boost to
the BSE Auto index.

OlaElectricsharesrose 2
per cent after the company
announced the successful
completion of its company-
wide cost-reduction initia-
tive.

PB Fintech, the parent
company of Policybazaar,
saw its stock tumble over 5
per cent after announcing a
Rs 696 crore investment in
its subsidiary PB Healthcare
Services.

Onthegloballandscape,
Asian markets mostly
declined, as investors
remained cautious over US
President Trump’s trade poli-
cies and the risk of a US
recession.

Global markets have been
volatile with the US President
putting pressure on trade
partners with tariff barriers.

Indian space economy to reach
USD 44 bn by 2033: FICCI-EY report

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

Indian space economy is aim-
ing to reach USD 44 billion
by 2033 from USD 8.4 billion
in 2022, said a FICCI-EYreport
on 'Unlocking India's Space
Economy - Pathways to
Growth, Innovation and Global
Leadership', released today
at Bharat Space Conclave
2025', organised by FICCI.

According to the report,
the global space economy is
projected to exceed USD 1.8
trillion by 2035, with com-
mercial satellite services,
deep-space exploration, and
space-based infrastructure
driving expansion.

The report further states
thatIndia has setan ambitious
target to growits space econ-
omy from USD 8.4 billion in
2022 to USD 44 billion by
2033, aimingto capture 8 per
cent of the global market.

This growth is being fuelled
by policy reforms, private
sector participation, and
increased international col-
laboration, supported by the
Indian Space Policy 2023 and
institutions such as IN-SPACe
and NSIL.

The FICCI-EY report notes
thata significant shiftis under-
way, with India's space sector
evolving from a government-
led model to a commercially
driven, innovation-led ecosys-
tem. Satellite communication
(SATCOM), projected toreach

USD 14.8billion by 2033, will
playa critical role in expanding
digital connectivity, partic-
ularlyin rural and underserved
regions.

By leveraging LEO and
MEO satellite constellations,
India can accelerate broad-
band penetration, enhance
financial inclusion, and
strengthen digital infrastruc-
ture, supporting flagship ini-
tiatives such as Digital India
and BharatNet.

Theincreasing use of Earth
Observation (EO) and remote
sensing, estimated to con-
tribute $8 billion by 2033, is
already transforming agri-
culture, disaster management,
and climateresilience, high-
lights FICCI-EY Report.

Addressing the 'FICCI
Bharat Space Conclave 2025',
DrPawan Goenka, Chairman,
IN-SPACe said that for the
Indian space sector to grow
we need capacity, capability,
skilling, infrastructure, inter-
national partnership, funding
and demand. "We will have
to work for it and this will
happen. These willnotbecome
a constraint for us to reach
the $44 billion target by 2033,"
he emphasised.

Earth Observation Prepara-
tory Program (EOPP), Dr
Goenka said that we have
alreadyshortlisted 6 compa-
nies and by mid-April the
final name will be announced.
"The EOPP project is going
to be orbit changing project

for the Indian private space
sector. [twill bringinadozen
of private satellites which will
provide data which is not
available in the country today
from Indian sources. We are
not replicating what ISRO is
doing but we are depending
on outside data to get the
data," he added.

Dr Goenka while high-
lighting the potential in satellite
communications (SATCOM),
said that the private sector is
not present at all in this seg-
mentin terms of having their
own satellites and we depend
completely on NSIL (New
Space India Limited), ISRO
and outside sources.

"Now we have the first
companywho hasbeen given
the authorisation to use a
frequency that ISRO has
unused to setuslaunch SAT-
COM. This is just the first of
many that will happen, and
we will keep working on find-
ing more it you (industry)
frequencies and makeitavail-
able to private sector," he
added.

DrAS Kiran Kumar, Mem-
ber, Space Commission and
Former Chairman, ISRO said
that spaceis the frontier today
which can provide significant
advantages from uses to strate-
gic applications including
space tourism, adventure
space, space habitation. "Soon
we will see the launch of
INASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture
Radar satellite," he added.

After Bharti Airtel, Reliance Jio
inks deal with SpaceX to provide
Starlink internet services

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH

Mukesh Ambani-owned Jio
Platforms Limited officially
announced on Wednesday
that it has signed a deal with
the Elon Musk-owned SpaceX
to bring Starlink's internet
services to India, only a day
after its competitor Bharti
Airtel announced a similar
deal on Tuesday.

"Thisagreement, whichis
subject to SpaceX receiving
its own authorisations to sell
Starlink in India, enables Jio
and SpaceX to explore how
Starlink can extend Jio’s offer-
ings and how Jio can com-
plement SpaceX’s direct offer-
ings to consumers and busi-
nesses," the company said in
an official statement.

Jio Platforms Limited plans
to offer Starlink solutions
through its retail stores and
online platforms. Under this
partnership, Jio's extensive
presence as theworld’slargest
mobile operator by data traffic
and Starlink’s leadership in
low earth orbit satellite tech-
nology will be utilised to

Karnataka

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, 12 MARCH

The Karnataka chapter of
leading chambers, the CII,
has thrown in its lot with the
state government in driving
the next phase of growth of
Karnataka — that will see a
focus on bridging technology,
sustainability, and economic
inclusion to build a globally
competitive and future-ready
state.

With strongindustry-gov-
ernment collaboration, Kar-
natakais poised to drive India’s
transformation into a devel-
oped economy, leveragingits
innovation-driven MSME sec-
tor, high-tech manufacturing
capabilities, and sustainable
development policies.

The chamber and its mem-
bers who congregated at its
annual meeton Tuesday here
deliberated on strategies to
drive growth atan accelerated
pace to contribute to the coun-
try’s economic future through
technology, innovation and
sustainable practices.

provide reliable broadband
connectivity across India,
includingits mostremote and
rural areas.

"Jiowill notonly offer Star-
link equipment in its retail
outlets but will establish a
mechanism to support cus-
tomer service installation and
activation. The agreement
with SpaceX is part of Jio’s
commitment to ensuring that
reliableinternetis fullyacces-
sible to all enterprises, small
and medium businesses, and
communities across India,"
the company said.

Reliance Jio Group CEO
Mathew Oomen said: “Our
collaboration with SpaceXto
bring Starlink to India strength-
ens our commitment and
marks a transformative step
toward seamless broadband
connectivity for all. By inte-
grating Starlink into Jio’s
broadband ecosystem, we are
expanding our reach and
enhancing the reliability and
accessibility of high-speed
broadband in this Al-driven
era, empowering communities
and businesses across the
country".

Deepinder Goyal
invests $20M In
LAT Aerospace

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,12MARCH

Deepinder Goyal, Chief
Executive Officer atZomato
has invested $20 million in
LAT Aerospace, anew startup
workingon developinglow-
costshorttakeoffandlanding
(STOL) aircraft with up to
24 seats. These aircraft will
focus onimprovingregional
air connectivity.

As per a recent media
report, the startup is co-
founded by Surobhi Das,
former Chief Operating Offi-
cer (COO) atZomato, along
with Goyal. Das will be
leading the operations of
the company while Goyal
will be serving in a non-
executive role.

Goyal’sinvolvementwill
be one of making invest-
ments and mentoring the
startup in a non-executive
role, it said.

The companyis currently
in talks to raise $50 million
in seed funding. It is also
looking to hire engineers
in fields such as aerody-
namics, material sciences,
and hybrid propulsion sys-
tems. Notably, SurobhiDas
hadleftZomato in November
2023, and at the end of her
tenure, she worked at Blinkit,
Zomato’s quick commerce
platform, focusing on
expanding markets and
addingnew categories. For
the third quarter of financial
year 2024-25 (FY25), Zomato
reported a57 per centdrop
in consolidated net profit
to Rs 59 crore.

India’s IT servicesindustry towitnessrevenue growth of 4-6 per centin FY26: ICRA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH

Areportrleeased by therating
agency ICRA on Wednesday
said India’s IT services industry
is expected to witness mod-
erate revenue growth of 4-6
per centin the financial year
2025-26 (FY26).

The projections are based
onasample setof companies
thataccount for approximately
60 per cent of the industry’s
revenue.

ICRA said while the sector
has seen gradual recovery
over the past three quarters,
growth is expected to remain

subdued in the near term
due to global economic head-
winds and policy uncertainties

in key markets such as the
US and Europe
Thereportsaid the industry

Individual housing loans outstanding grows
14 per cent at ¥33.53 lakh crore as of 30 Sept

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH:

The individual housingloans
outstanding as of 30 Sep-
tember, 2024, stood at Rs
33.53 lakh crore, marking a
14 per cent growth compared
to the same period in the
previous year, said the Nation-
al Housing Bank (NHB) on
Wednesday.

According to the report
launched by the NHB, on
Trends and Progress of Hous-
inginIndia, 2024, Individual
housingloan disbursements
were recorded at Rs 4.10
lakh crore during the half-
year that ended September
2024, while for the full finan-
cial year 2023-24, disburse-
ments reached Rs 9.07 lakh
crore.

Furtheritis said thatupto

the said period, EWS & LIG
accounted for 39 per cent,
MIG accounted for 44 per
centand HIG accounted for
17 per cent of outstanding
individual housing loans.
For the quarter ended
September 2024, the Housing
Price Index (NHB-RESIDEX)
recorded ay-o-yincrease of

6.8 per cent as compared to
4.9 per centduring previous
year.

Itsaid that the major ini-
tiatives of Gol, such as PMAY-
G, PMAY-U, impact assess-
ment of PMAY-U, Urban
Infrastructure Development
Fund (UIDEF), Affordable
Rental Housing Complexes
(ARHC) scheme, etc. have
been covered in the report.

The report identifies
regional disparities in credit
flow and vulnerability to cli-
mate related risks, as some
of the key challenges to be
addressed by the sector.

It also identifies techno-
logical advancements in con-
struction, digitization ofland
records etc. as some of the
factors which will facilitate
growth opportunities for the
sector.

is slowly recovering, with
companiesreporting ayear-
on-year revenue growth of
3.6 per centin USD terms in
the first nine months of FY25.

The banking, financial
services, and insurance (BFSI)
sector, along with retail and
healthcare, has seen an uptick
indiscretionaryIT spending,
contributing to new order
inflows.

ICRA noted that the invest-
mentsin Generative Al tech-
nologies are beginning to
translate into fresh business
opportunities for Indian IT
firms.

One notable trend in the

sector is the sharp decline in
employee attrition rates,
which had previouslybeen a
concern. Attrition levels
dropped to 12.8 per cent in
Q3FY25 from 22.3 per cent
in Q3FY23.

It expected the attrition
to stabilise at around 12-13
per cent in the near term.

ICRA said the hiring activity
is likely to remain subdued
until growth momentum picks
up towards the end of FY26.

IT firms are prioritising
costefficiency and productivity
through Al-driven solutions,
reducing the need for large-
scale recruitment.

Moody’s projects India's growth
to exceed 6.5 per cent next fiscal,
up from 6.3 per cent this year

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH

India's economic growth will
exceed 6.5 per cent in the
next fiscal, up from 6.3 per
cent this year, said Moody's
Ratings on Wednesday. It
cited the higher government
capexand consumption boost
from tax cuts and interest
rate reduction for this growth.
Moody's said that following
a temporary slowdown in
mid-2024, India's economic
growth is expected to reac-
celerate and record one of
the fastestrates amonglarge
economies globally.
"Government capital
expenditure, tax cuts for mid-
dle-class income groups to
boost consumption and mon-
etary easingwill help India's

real GDP growth exceed 6.5
per cent for fiscal 2025-26
from 6.3 per cent in fiscal
2024-25," Moody's Ratings
said.

Moody's also projected a
stable outlook for the banking
sector, and said although the
operating environment of
Indian banks will remain
favourable in the next fiscal.

Their asset quality will
deteriorate moderately after
substantial improvements
in recent years, with some
stress in unsecured retail
loans, microfinance loans
and small business loans, it
added.

Banks' profitability will
remain adequate as declines
innetinterest margins (NIMs)
are likely to be marginal amid
modest rate cuts, it said.

Inc to partner the state in making Karnataka a globally competitive state

The theme of CII's annual
meetingwas “Karnataka: Lead-
ing Technology & Knowledge
Growth,” and it brought togeth-
er policymakers, industrylead-
ers, academicians, and techno-
preneurs. On this occasion,
Dr Selva Kumar, principal
secretary, Commerce and
Industry department, also
launched CII CEL Microen-
trepreneurs Project -

Karnataka Abhivruddigagi
Belavanigeya Poshane (Nur-
turing Growth through
Progress), aimed at strength-
ening the micro-entrepre-
neurial ecosystem.

The state government offi-
cial said: "Karnatakahas con-
sistently been India's most
preferred investment desti-
nation, evolving from being
the 'State of Coffee' to the
'State of Technology. Our pro-
gressive policies, robustinfra-
structure, and dynamic talent
pool have created an ecosystem
that fosters innovation, entre-
preneurship, and sustainable
growth. This has led to Kar-
nataka contributing signifi-

cantlytoIndia's GDP, exports
and employment generation.”
The state is home to over
900,000 MSMEs, playing a
crucial role in employment
generation and economic
diversification. Highlighting
the significance of supporting
microenterprises, Kamal Bali,
Immediate Past Chairman,
CII Southern Region & Pres-
ident & MD, Volvo Group
Indiasaid, “Thelaunch ofthe
CII CEL Microentrepreneurs
Project marks a significant
step in empowering our
MSMEs. As 98 per cent of
MSMEs are micro enterprises,
this initiative will act as a
catalyst for their growth by
equipping them with modern
management practices, lead-
ership skills, and sustainable
business strategies. Karnataka
has the potential to lead this
transformation and will play
acriticalrolein India's vision
of Viksit Bharat. Strong col-
laboration between the gov-
ernment, industry, and society
will be key to making Karnataka
amodel for future-ready eco-

nomic progress."

Thomas John Muthoot,
Deputy Chairman, CII South-
ern Region & Managing Direc-

tor, Muthoot Fincorp, said
“Karnataka has firmly estab-
lisheditselfasIndia’sleading
hub for high-tech manufac-
turing and innovation, backed
byrobustgovernment policies,
a highly diverse and skilled
workforce, growing infrastruc-
ture, and connectivity. As a
key economic driver in the
southernregion, the state has
become apreferred destination
for global technology giants
and advanced manufacturing
industries seeking efficiency,
scalability, and a future-ready

ecosystem.”

Beyond Karnataka, CII is
also strengthening its efforts
to empower micro-entrepre-
neurs across India. A recent
example is the launch of the
CII Kerala Entrepreneurs
Development Forum, an ini-
tiative by the CII Centre of
Excellence on Employment
& Livelihood, aimed at fostering
entrepreneurship and employ-
ment in Kerala. The program
provides mentorship, net-
working opportunities, and
skill-building initiatives to
help microenterprises scale
and integrate into larger supply
chains.

Emphasising the strong

epaper.thestatesman.com

partnership between CIl and
the government, Mr N Venu,
Chairman, CII Karnataka State
Council & CEO & Managing
Director, India & Head—South
Asia, Hitachi Energy, stated,
“Collaborating closely with
the government, CII Karnataka
aims to create an enabling
environment for Technology
& knowledge sectors to thrive.
Keyareasinclude technology
and innovation, R&D, GCCs,
MSME growth, Electronics
and Semiconductors and
Renewables.”

With Karnataka contribut-
ingapproximately 8.6 per cent
to the national GDP despite
havingjust5 per centofIndia’s
population, the state continues
to be an economic power-
house. Nearly 65 per cent of
Karnataka’s energy comes
from renewable sources, further
cementing its leadership in
sustainable growth.

Mr Rabindra Srikantan,
Vice Chairman CII Karnataka
State Council 2024-25 & Man-
aging Director, ASM Tech-
nologies, said "As Karnataka

continues tolead in technology,
innovation, and sustainability,
our focus will be on strength-
ening industry-government
collaboration to drive inclusive
growth. We aim to further
empower MSMEs, accelerate
digital transformation, and
position Karnataka as the hub
for future-ready industries.
Through initiatives like the
CII CEL Microentrepreneurs
Project, we are committed to
fostering an ecosystem that
nurtures entrepreneurship
and propels the state towards
its vision of Viksit Bharat."

New CII Karnataka office
bearers

Onthe occasion of itsannual
meeting, the CII Karnataka
chapter also announced its
new office bearers for the year
2025-26.

Rabindra Srikantan,
Founder and Managing Direc-
tor, ASM Technologies Ltd
elected as the Chairman while
Mr Guruprasad Mudlapur,
President Bosch Group India
and Managing Director, Bosch

Ltdwill serve as the Vice Chair-
man.

Rabindra Srikantan has,
with his over 35 years of expe-
rience, brings a global per-
spective toleadership in engi-
neering, design, and manu-
facturing. Under hisleadership,
ASM hasbuilta global presence
delivering Engineering R&D
and Design-led Manufacturing
solutions.

Guruprasad Mudlapur has
been the President of the Bosch
Group in India and the Man-
aging Director of Bosch Limited
since 1 July, 2023, and Chief
Technology Officer of Bosch
Limited, since 2022. He was
the Vice President at Robert
Bosch Engineering and Busi-
ness Solutions India (now
BGSW)in 2013 wherehe head-
ed the electronics engineering
division and was responsible
for design & development of
Automotive Semiconductors
and Electronics Control Units.
Hewasalso the Regional Pres-
identand Managing Director
of Bosch Automotive Elec-
tronics Pvt Ltd.
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BSF seized contraband worth
arecord461crorein2024

Thisunprecedentedseizure marksthe highest confiscationrecordedinthepastdecade

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 12 FEBRUARY

he Border Security
Force (BSF) seized
contraband worth
Rs. 461.07 crore in
2024 during anti-smuggling
operations along the India-
Bangladesh border.

This unprecedented
seizure marks the highest
confiscation recorded in the
past decade, as reported in
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

Minister of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai,
responding to a parliamen-
tary query, emphasized the
BSF’s multi-pronged strategy
to combat smuggling.

Thisincludes round-the-
clock surveillance, intensified
patrolling, and the estab-

lishment of observation
posts, effectively curbing
illicit activities along one of
India’s most porous and vul-
nerable borders.

The Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der, spanning approximately
4,096 kilometers, is among
the most densely populated
and vulnerable international

borders in the region.

The terrain varies from
dense forests and hilly regions
toriverine stretches, making
it a prime target for cross-
border smuggling of nar-
cotics, cattle, gold, and other
contraband.

Accordingto official data
presented in Parliament,

BSF seizures since 2015 have
amounted to Rs. 2,806.17
crore. The record-breaking
figure of Rs. 461.07 crore
seized in 2024 alone under-
scores the growing challenges
and the enhanced efficiency
of border security measures.

Minister Rai outlined a
series of measures adopted
to strengthen border security,
including the deployment
of additional personnel and
the construction of border
fencing, particularly in vul-
nerable stretches. Flood-
lighting and the establishment
of Border Out Posts (BOPs)
have significantly bolstered
security, especially in riverine
and densely forested areas.

Advanced technology also
plays a pivotal role in the
BSF's anti-smuggling oper-

ations. State-of-the-art equip-
ment such as Hand-Held
Thermal Imagers (HHTI),
Night Vision Devices (NVD),
Twin Telescopes, and
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVs) have been deployed
to ensure round-the-clock
monitoring and rapid
response. Intelligence gath-
ering capabilities have been
significantly upgraded, and
coordination with state gov-
ernments and central intel-
ligence agencies has been
enhanced.

The surge in contraband
seizures reflects both the
growing scale of smuggling
attempts.

The porous borders and
socio-economic challenges
in border areas continue to
fuel smuggling activities.

Allahabad HC allows painting, llghtmg of Sambhal’smosque

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PRAYAGRAJ, 12 MARCH

The Allahabad High Court
on Wednesday approved
white washing and painting
in outer walls of Sambhal's
Jama Masjid.

The Archaeological Survey
ofIndia (ASI) hasbeen given
a week's time to complete
the work. The High Court
has ordered the ASI to paint
the mosque and put up lights.

The courtsaid: "The Masjid
Committee can dowhite wash-

ing and painting on the outer
walls of the mosque. During
Ramadan, the mosque could
be decorated with lighting ,
but during this time, there

shouldbenoharmoranykind
of damage to the structure."
The single bench of Justice
Rohit Ranjan Aggarwal pro-
nounced the order on

Wednesday.

On February 25, the lawyer
of theJama Masjid Commit-
tee, Zahuh Asghar, filed a
petition in the High Court
for white washing of the
mosque. The petition said
that the mosque gets white
washed and painted before
Ramadan everyyear. But this
time the authorities are not
giving permission for this.

However, the Hindu side
opposed white washing and
painting of the mosque. They
said that the evidence of the

temple can be erased by
white washing and painting
and therefore permission
should not be given.

Earlier in compliance with
the court order, the ASI filed
an inquiry report. In the
report, the Archaeological
Survey of India said there is
no need for white washing
and painting of the mosque.
During the investigation, dirt
and bushes have been found
to grow in the mosque. Its
photographs were also filed
by ASI in the court.

Ahead of Holi, UP CM distributes gas
cylinderretillsto1.86 crore tamilies

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 12 MARCH

Ahead of Holi, the festival of

colours, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanathdistributed Rs 1,890
crore subsidy for gas cylinder
refillsto 1.86 croreeligiblefamilies
inUttar Pradeshunderthe Prad-
han Mantri Ujjwala Yojana.

The chief minister formally

launched the scheme here
on Wednesday with the press
ofabutton. Ministersin charge
of all districts also joined the
programme via video confer-

encing.

Highlighting the transfor-
mationbroughtbythescheme,
CM Yogi said: “While people
once had to pay bribes for gas
connections, today, 10 crore
familiesacrossthe countryhave
received thisfacilityfree of cost.
Additionally, free gas cylinders
arebeingprovided on Holiand
Diwali.” He highlighted that
Holi and Ramzan coincide this
year, ensuringeveryonebenefits
from this initiative.

Inhisaddress, the chiefmin-
ister recalled that the Ujjwala

Yojana was launched in 2016,
benefiting 10 crore families
nationwide, including nearly
two crore beneficiariesin Uttar
Pradesh. Hereiterated the gov-
ernment's commitment to its
2021 election promise—ensuring
free gas cylinders on Holi and
Diwali if re-elected in 2022. He
said, "Since then, the initiative
hasbeenimplemented annually
to help people celebrate their
festivals easily. With Holi and
Ramzan falling together this
year, the scheme will bring joy
to even more households. "

T E N D E R

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender No. SDSTE-LHS-PUB-
17GATE-P-A; Dated : 11.03.2025,
E-Tender is & Invited by Divisional
Signal and Telecom Enginear-1,
Eastern Railway, Howrah, DRM
Bullding, near Howrah Railway
Station, Howrah - 711101 for the
lollowing work: Name of Work .
ELIMINATION OF MANNED
LC.GATES BY LHS / RUB AT 17
GATES OVER HOWRAH DIVISION
OF HOWRAH DIVISION, Bidding
Type : Normpl Tender; Tender Type
} Opon;, Tonder Closing Date Tima :
03042025 at 15:00 hrs. Advartised
Value (Rs.) : 1,11,31.084.00;
Bidding Style : Singla Rate for Each
Schedule tom ;| Earnest Monay |
Bld Security (Rs.) : 2.05,700.00;
Tender Doc. Cost (Rs.) : 0.00;
Contract Type : Works; Bidding
Start Date : 2003 2025, Ranking
Order For Bids : Lowest o Highest,
Bidding System : Single Packsi
Date Time of Uploading Tender :
11.03.2025 at 15.07 hrs.; Tendering
Section : 5 and T, Validity of Offer
{Days) : 60; Period of Completion ;
B Months, Contract Category

Expenditure [(HWH-GET12024-25)

Tendar Moiices ars also availahe 3l Wabsis
s ot Indianralwiays.pov in [ wvaa ireps govin

EASTERN RAILWAY

Notice No.: MLDT_OPTG_LB_24-

25, Dated: 11.03.2025. Open &
Tender is invited by Sr. Divisional
Operation Manager, Eastarn
Rallway, Malda, P.O.-Jhaljhalia,
Diat.- Maida, Pin-T32102 (W.B.) for
the following work © e-Tender No.:
MLDT _OPTG_LB_24-25, Dated :
11.03.2025; Mame of the Work :
Provision for Location Box (150
Mos.) at all stations of Malda
Division; Tender Value (Rs.):
30,46 800.00; Earnest Monay (Rs.)
: 61,000.00; Date & time of
Submission of e-tender : Upto
12.00 hrs. of 02.04.2025 from
1803 2025, Website Particulars &
Motice Board ;: Websile

whanw. ireps.gov.in Notice Board : Sr
DOM office, DEM Bulding, Malda

(MLD-244/ 2024 -25)

Fender Nofces im alko avalible af Websis
v i sPoRarr il e iy i i in i WA Tk giv.in

Follow us at - B @ EasternRailway

0 @easternrailwayheadquarter

Follow us at ; B @EastemRallway
0 @eastermrallwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY

g-Tender Motica No ;: AENISporis
Ground-Bldg/LLH, Dated :
10.03.2025 E-Tender is invited by
Chief Works Manager, Easfern
Railway, Liluah, Howrah-711204
from reputed approved and eligible
contractors of Rallways and thosa of
appropriate |lst of Dapt. of
Govi.Public sector underiaking for
the under mentioned works;-
SLNo. 1. Tender No. : AENWS-
Sportsground-LLH; Name of Work
: Upgradation of Workshop Sports
Ground at Liluah workshop for
multipurpose Sports aclivities under
CWM/LLH Workshop, Tender
Value: Rs. 88,74 18565, Cost of
Tender Document: MNil, Bid
Security (Rs.) : 1.87.500.00;
Complation Period: 210 Days;
SLNo. 2, Tender No. | AENWS-
SportsbuildingLLH; Name of
Work ; Consfruction of Sports
Association building (Two sforied)
wilth Sporis gallery and Sporils
Officers’ Chamber elc. at Liluah
under CWh/Liluah, Tender Value:
Rs, 40,71,169.42; Cost of Tender
Document: Mil; Bid Security (Rs.) :
B1,400.00; Complation Period: 210
Daye, Date and Time of Closing of
Tender: 03,04 2025 up to 12,00 hre
The detalls of tender are available at
wabaita https:/iwww,ireps.gov.in
mlongwith corrigendum (If any)
Tendorar are requested fo submil
thair offer an line on tha above
woaballa, No manual affer will ba
accepted. (MISC-IB042024-25)

Temdlai Molibet &' fun availsts g Wabals
WO B, INCLBNCIWEYS, QO | Wi ineps gowin

Follow us at ; I@Eastamﬂallwa-,n
L1 ieasternrailwayheadquarter

EASTE

N RAILWAY

Tender Notlice Mo, 222-8/1/W-ll,
dated: 10.03.2025. E-Tender is
invited by the Divislonal
Enginear/HQ, Easlern Rallway,
Saealdah, Znd Floor, DRM Building,
Kairer Streal, Sealdah, Kolkala-
700014 for the following work

Tender No.: TH-258-24-25. Namo of
tha Work : For the Electrical work
iowards shifling of existing Sealkdah
Yard [Power House] Sub-Stalion dus
o over age basis of awiich gear and
sub-siation building undar
SSEMWorks/Siation/Sealdah under
the jurisdiction al AEN/W/I/
SDAH; Tender Value [ In Rs.):
1,16,53,479.18, EMD (In Rs.):
2.07 B00.00; Date & time of closing
of tender : 04,04 2025 at 15,00 hs,;
Completion period for the work |
08 [Mine} months, Date & tima of
cpaning of lender: 04,04 2025
ot 1500 hrs, The tender documani
and other dalallea ara al
www.ireps. gov.in The bidding for
iha tendar I8 1o ba submitied through
g-landaring on abova wabslle
Manual offera will ba summarily

réjecied
(SDAH-37T/2024-25)
Tamdar Mohoat & e Men avilabs & Wobsde
WO B0 InCLanT IM‘I"I Fe ! WWWLINaDa {ovn

Fnilnw us al | B EEasternRallway
O (@eastermralwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY
Abridged Tender MNotice No, KPA-
ERS-0T-42-24-25, dated,
10.03.2025, Tander Mollce for
E-tender Invited by Dy. Chiel
Electrical Enginaar, Eastarm Ralhway,
Kanchrapara Workshop, North 24
Parganas, Wast Bangal, Pin-743145
for tha following work, Tender
No: KPA-ERS-OT-42-24-25,
Description: "Rehabliitation of
Aluminium Fall 5400 KVA
transformar for aleciric lecomotives,
Oty, 10 nos", Tender Value: Ha.
2.55,00,950,00 only inclusive of GST
& all athers chargas, Date & time of
opening of tender: 31.03.2025 m
15,00 hrs. Period of completion; 24
months, The tendar docurment and
othar details can ba obtained from
the wabsite: www.ireps.gov.in Tha
bidding for the lender |s lo be
submitted through e-tendering on
above websile, Manual offérs aré not
allowed against this tender and any
manual offer If recelved shall not be
accepled and will be summarily
rejecied. (MISC-377/2024-25)

Tendur Wolices & also avaliabie al Wabsia
e o Endianraivanys. gov.n e inepe govin

EASTERN RAILWAY
E-Tender Notice No.. MC_WC_
Flushingsystems_CP, Datle:

11.03.2025 Sr. Divisional
Mechanical Enginaar (Co), Eastem
Railway, Sealdah, Room Mo. 42, 1si
Floor, DREM Building, Kaizer Sireet,
Kaolkata-700014 invites saaled Open
Tenders on "SINGLE PACKET
SYSTEM" in prescribed tender
forms from repuled contractons with
adeguate axpanence and hnancal
capability for the under menbonad
work: Name/Description of
Work: Supply Instaliation and
commizsioning of Electro pneumabc
pressurized flushing system at
Chitpur depol basad LHB Coachies
to MCF spacification MMDTS-
189027-REV-01; Tender Value{in
Rs.): 48.95,525.00; Earnest Monoy
[In Rs.}: 87.800.00; Contract
Period in Months : 12; Bidding
Start Date: 15.03.2025; Date and
Time of Closing of Tender:
07.04 2025 al 17:00 hrs, Date and
Timing of Tender Opening:
01,04 2025 at 1700 hrs. Tender
document Including e-tender notice
and elgibility criteria of the work may
be ssan and downloaded from
wwnw ireps.gov.in (Wabsite URL)

Mo manual olfer will be accapted
(SOAH-ITER024-25)

Tfandar Motcan A also avalabio af Websis
i i IPCare aikIYE 0V N | e Iege Gav.in

Fnlhw us at - B @ EasternRailway

Fulluw us at : B @EasternRailway
0 @easternrailwayheadquarter

:@aaslernraml.rayh&adqunrta

EASTERN RAILWAY
Tender Mo. OD-FE-AMCR2-HWH-25
Dated : 11.03.2025. E-Tender is
invited by Sr Divislonal Mechanical
EnginesriEnHM&FRT ) Howrah,
Eastem Railway, DAM Building, Naar
Raitway Siation, Howrah-T11101 for
thi following work: Mame of Work:
AMC Of 5/6 Kg DCM Cartridge
Presurised Type, 6§ Kg Stored
Pressure Type, 3 Lir, Water Mist Type
And 4.5 Kg CO2 Type Fire
Extingisshers Provided Al Different
Raitway Stations and ils Unit Officas,
Head-quarter Bulldings and
Stationary Locallons over Enfire
Howrah Division, Bidding type :
Mormal Tender, Tender Type : Open;
Tender Closing Date Time :
020 2025 al 15:00 hrs.; Advertised
Value : R=. 44 93 44732, Bidding
Style : Singla Rate for Each Schadule
item; Earnest Money (Rs.) :
£9,900.00; Tender Doc. Cost (Rs.] :
0.00; Contract Type : Works -
Bidding Start Date
1803 2025, Ranking Order For
Bids : Lowesl 1o Highas!, Bldding
System : Single Packel System; Date
Time Of Uploading Tendar
1032025 ot 11:28 hrs.; Tendering
Section : MECH CN W ; Validity of
Offer [(Days) : 80; Period of
Completion ;| 24 Months, Contract

Category : Expanditure, Expenditure

Type:Rovenue. . 0e0/2024-25)

Tandar Nofices are alio avaloble af Waobsle
e e Pl oy In | waw. rspi g in

Ganeral ;

me us al : B @EasternRailway
@uasiamrmlwayhaadquaﬂaf

EASTERN RAILWAY

E-AUCTION NOTICE
No. Commercial Tender/STAT/Malda/2023
Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Rallway, Mailda,
Malda Town office, P.O.-Jhaljhalia, Dist.- Malda, Pin-732102 (West
Bengal), (Auction Conducting Officer) has published e-auction
calalogue on www.ireps.gov.in for awarding contracts ol Pradhan
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushdhi Kendras (PMBJK) Stall in circulating
area al Bhagalpur Jn. Railway station over Maida Division. Auction
Catalogue No.: PMBJK-BGP-25-04; Auction Start : 28.03.2025 at
11:45 hours; Seq. No. AA/1; Lot No./Category: PMBJK-MLDT-
BGP-PMBJK-4-24-1; Station : Bhagalpur.

Terdler Mobces are alsd ovailabie al Webshe wwe st indarealvayt oo n [ e e gown

Dated : 11.03.2025

(ML D-2482024-25)

Follow us at :l @EaslemRailway () @eastermrailwayheadquarier

EASTERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING E-AUCTION

Description

E-Auction Notice No. COWPUB/HWH/EMU/2024 Date: 11.03.2025
E-Auction is invited by Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastemn
Raitway, Howrah Divizion, DEM Bullding, Howrah, 41h Floor, Yatri Niwas,
Near Howrah Station, Howrah-T11101 for awarding contract of
Commercial Publicity Rights. Catalogue No. : PUB-HWH-25-11; Auction
start date & time: 26.03 2025 at 12:00 hrs.; Seq. No. - AAST
ADVT-IntExt-51-EMURZ2-25-1 (Advertising - Train Intenior and Exteror);
Description : Awarding Commercial Publicity Rights Through Vinyl
Wrapping [(graphic Films According 1o RDS0 Spacificabion) on tha Exiarior
Surtace of the Entime Skde Walls (baming Windows and Mandaiory
Signage) and on the Specified Locations inside the Coaches of 12 Coach
EMU Raka Plying ower Howrah Division, Seq. No. | AASZ,
INMExt-51-EMUR24-25-1 (Adverlising -
: Awarding Commencial Publicity Rights Through Vinyl
Wrapping (graphic Films According o RDS0 Specification) on tha Extenior
Surface of tha Entire Side Walls (barring Windows and Mandalory
Signaga) and on the Spacified Locations inskde the Coaches of 12 Coach

EMU Rake Plying over Howrah Division
Teender Noboss are ilsd availabie al Webmile wew it indiarradeays pov in [ wwe el fovin

Lot No.:

Lot No.: ADVT-
Train Inlenor and Exterior) |

(HWH-BTO2024-25)

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender No. MC-Lorry-PEKR-CnW-
HWH-25, Dated: 10.03.2025. Sr.
Divisional Mechanical Engineer
(Carriage and Wagon), Easiern
Raibway, Howrah, DRM Bullding near
Raflway station, Howrah-T11101
invites open E-Tender for the
following work | Name of the Work:
Hiring of Diesel Opernted Lorres
having capacity of 10 Ton for
Tranaporiation of Matenals under the
Control of Carriage and Wagon
Daepartmant, Pakur, Howrah
Division, Eastern Railwa for 3 vears
Tendar value : Rs, 532761688
Period of Contract ;: 36 months from
the: Dale of Commencamant of Waork;
Earmesi Monay to be Deposit : Rs.
1.06,600.00; Website Parliculars for
submission of Tender onling
www.lreps.gov.in  Bid Closing
Date and Time : 01.04. 2025 up 1o

1400 hours (HWH-B68/2024-25)

Tender Nedces are alio avadable st Website
waw cx inckarvailngys. govin | wawineps gov.in

EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No.: MC_WC _
Flushingsystems, Date:
11.03.2025 Sr. Divisianal
Mechanical Engineer (Co), Eastem
Rallway, Sealdah, Room No.d42, 1si
Floor, DRM Building, Kaizer Sirest,
Kolkata-700014 invites sealed Open
Tenders on "SINGLE PACKET
SYSTEM® in prescribed tender
forms from reputed confractors with
adequalte experance and financial
capability for the under menticned
work: Mame/Description of
Work: Supply Installation and
commissicning of Electro pneumatic
pressurized flushing sysiem afi
=ealdah depot based LHB Coaches
fo MCF specification MMDTS-
19027-REV-01; Tender Value(in
Rs.): 48,85 52500, Earmmest Money
(in Rs.); 97.900.00; Contract
Period in Months : 12, Bidding
Start Date: 11.03.2025; Date and
Tima of Closing of Tender:
25.03.2025 at 15:00 hrs. Date and
Timing of Tender Qpening:
25.03.2025 at 1500 hrs. Tender
documant including e-tender notice
and aligibility criteria of the work may
be sean and downloaded from
www.ireps.gov.in (Wabsile URL)L

B manudl offer will bi accopbad
(SOAH-3TR/2024-25)

Tendar Molices ar also availsbls ol Wabaie
WA mmuuruiw v in | e iraps.gov.in

Follow us at | B & EasternRallway
1] @eas!emrullwayhaaﬂquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY
e-Tender Notice No : EnggiStorm
Water/24-25/LLHR-2, Dated :
11.03.2025 E-Tender Is invited by
Chief Works Manager, Eastern
Railway, Liluah, Howrah-711204
from repuled approved. and aligible
contraciors of Railways and those of
appropriate list of Depi. of
GovL/Public seclor undertaking for
the under mentioned work:- 5LNa. 1.
Tender Mo, | EnggStormwater24-
25LLHR-2; Nama of Work : Open -
fandar for Balance work of
Improvemant of drainage system of
Liluah workshop in connaction with
underground -slorm watar draingge
system to pravant flooding (Phase-|)
in C & W Workshop, ER, LLH;
Tender Value: Rs. 1,80,00,003 25
Cost of Tender Document: Mil;
Earnest Money: 2,40.000.00;
Complation Period: 270 Days,
Date and Time of Closing of
Tender; 04,04 2025 up to 12,00 hrs
This detalls of lendor arg available o
waobsita https:/'www.lreps.gov.in
alongwith corrigendum (il any)
Tendarer aré requesied 1o submil
their offar on line on the above
wobsibe, Mo manual offer will ba

nocopliad. {MIBC-3TR/2024-29)

Terrdar Molices o also avnitable ai Wabsls
W of. Indnnraiwan’s. gonein | wws inapa. gowin

MORE

TENDER ADS
ON

PAGES 2,4
&
PAGE 6

Fudluw us at | @ @EasternRallway

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
(NleT) No., 107 / 2024-2025 |
PLANNING (S1. No. 1 & 2) (Ten-
der IDs:
2025_DMMU_B26655_1 &
2025 DMMU_B26655_2), vide
Memo No. 364 |/ Planning,
Dated 12-03-2025 and NOTICE
INVITING e-TENDER (NieT)
MNo. 108 [ 2024-2025 | PLAN-
MING {Tender ID=:
2025 _DMMU 826709 _1), vide
Memo No. 365 / Planning,
Dated 12-03-2025 e-Tender in
appropriate formal is hereby in-
vited by the District Planning Of-
ficer, Murshidabad, on behalf of
the District Magistrate, Murshid-
abad from eligible bona fide out-
sidar contraclors [ agancies

For delalls please visit
www.whtenders.gowv.in

District Planning Officer

Murshidabad

O [@easternrallwayheadquarter

Follow us at : B @EasternRailway
| @ @easternraiiwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY

Dy. Chial Mechanical Enginear/C
Eastarn Rallway, Kanchrapara
Workshop, North 24 Parganas, Wes!
Bangal, Pin-T43145 Invites opan Gel
Sarvice Tander for CAMC ol
Elecirically Oparated Multiirack
Traversar, BOT Capacity and Plmnt
No. 18232 for period of 02 years
through open lender basis at
Carriage Workshop/Eastern Ralway/
Kanchrapara, BID No.: GEMIZ0ZS!
B/6023241, Dated: 05.02.2025. BID
End Date/Time: 26.03.2025 &t 1100
hrs.. BID Oponing Date/Time:
26.03.2025 al 11:30 hre.. EMD: 2 %
of Bid Eslimate value |.e. Rs
B48.911.00. e-PBG: 3 % of PO valwe
Estimate value of Tender: Rs
44 45 5B7.40; Perlod of
Completion: 2 Year, Estimate No:
MCP/M&P! CAMCY Alpha Trawed B0
Ton/18-232/ Estimate/2024-25 dated
17.02.2025 The GeM Service BID
Documenis will be aveilable at GEM
Site { Govl, & Market Placa) i.e. GaM
Portal hitps:/igam.gov.in and rales
are to be quoted online and submitied
onlineg through GeM Porisl i.e
hitps:/igem.gov.in
(MISC-38172024-25)

Tander Mofices ama also avalable af Websie
Wit inciire aibays govin | wew inot g in

Follow us at : B @EastemRaibway
O @easternrailwayheadguarter

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No, ENGG-10/24-25
(Open). dated 10.03.2025 (Capital
Tender). E-tanders are invited by the
Chief Works Manager, Eastemn
Railway, Kanchrapara Workshop,
Morth 24 Farganas, P.D. -
Kanchrapara, Pin-T43145 [(WB)
through websile www.ireps.gov.in
fram repuiad contractors with
sufficient experience and financial
capability who have execubed similar
rature of work in the past preferably
with Rallway/CPWD/ PWD/MES/
rrigation or any other Public Saclor
Undertakings for the following works
SLMNe. (1); Tender No, : WT-25-24-
25. Description of Work : AT
KPAW- Provision of testing facility of
RMPLU of AC coaches undaer 526 &
Trailer Coach testing facility under
5/15 as cantre of excellence st S/20.
Tender value | Rs. 172632015
Earmest Money/Bid Security®: Rs.
34 500,00, Cost of tender
documant : NIl Compation period
from the date of issuance of LOA :
(4 manths, Sl.Ne, (2); Tender No. :
WT-26-24-25. Description of Work
: AT KPAW- Renovation of
davelopmenl of Schaku Coupler
soction as centre of excellence.
Tender value ; Rs, BB,00 537 .80,
Earnest Money/Bid Security*: Rs.
1,32.000.00, Cost of tendar
documant ; Mil, Competion period
from the date of issuance of LOA :
0% maonths, Date & timae of opaning
of tendar ;| 02.04 2025 afler 14.30
hws. flor both tenders. *The Rallway
BD vide L. No-20Z20/CE-
1ICT/IE/IGCC! POLICY, DT-
J0.12 200 had Instrucied nol 10
take any EMD for any works lendes
upio 31,12 2021, But, ne thars is no
such furlthér instruction Ll date,
hanca, tha EMD system s relumed
back Tha scops of work is indicative
aiily, Howdvir, dalmlls cam D vidhsed
al Indian Rallway e-lendering sie
(IREPS) [.o. https://www.
ireps.gov.in Advertisemant
period | Time during which all
information pertaining to tender
shall be avallable but offers
cannot be submitied. Offer
submission perlod : Fifteen days
prior to opaning of lander, dunng
which tenderers can submil {heir
offer. Tender wlll be closed on
02.04.2025 at 14-00 hrs. and
tender will be opened on same
date at any time after 14.30 hrs as
par availabllity of opening
personnel and net accessibility.

(MIGC-38272024-25)

Tander Molices arp also avaiabis al Websie
wvem o indianratwing. povn | se reps gosiin

OFFICE OF THE

SAKOAJHORA Il GRAM
PANCHAYAT

Motice Inviting Quotation

a-Cuotation is inviled by tha AGP
Upa Samill, Sakoajhora || GP by a-
NIQ Mo DB/ SAKO 1 / 2024-25,
dated 07-03-2025. The last dalo &
lime of bld submission is 21-03-
2028 up 1o 18-00 howurs, For de-
Imils, visil: www. wblonders.gov.in
Sd/-

Pradhan & Sanchalak

Artho O Parikalpana Upa Samiti

Sakoajhora Il GP

E Tender Motice
e-Tenders are being invited by

the undersigned from bonafied
agencies for Supply and delivery
at site of 4 numbers of two
whesled 1000 litre Water Tanker
for Bankura Municipality vide
Tender Reference No. WBMAD/
CMBEMAWWDM/SL1/24-25 vide
this office memo no.5030/V-1

dated 12032025, Tender |Ds:
2025_MAD_826437 1 Bid
submission closing date

26/03/2025 up to 1800 Hrs

(IST). The detalls of above
tenders may be seen at
http./'wbtenders.gov.in
Sd/-
Chairperson

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Forand an behalf of President of India, tha
Divigional Rallway Manager [Engg.)
South Eastern Railway, Kharagpur-
721301 Inwites a-Tender for the folowing
works before 15:00 hrs on fhe dabe
mantioned agalnst tems and will ba
oponed at 15:30hrs. : 51, No, . 1, Tender
Notice No, : E-KGP-HQ-08-2025
Description af wark & (1) Civil
Enginaaring work h connecbion with
Raplacament of power supply egquipment
with ROS0 approved 1PS al LG noa, PH-
18, PH-&3, PH-46, PH-565, TD-10 & TD-35
ovaraged B nos. Eleciric LiRing Barmes
and differant pars of ELB in Kharagpus
division & (il) Conatructon of Gate goomty
al LC Nes. PH-2, PH:A, PH-10 & Eboctrical
room at sach LC n connaction with
Inlarlocking of LG Gates under the
jurmsdiction of ADEN/Tamluk.. Tender
Valio (Rs) @ 71,31.01,842.18, Earneat
Monay (Ra) @ 215500040 | Tender
Dacumant Goil (Rs,) ¢ 1000, Date of
epening ; 26032025, Completion
period of the work | 15 Months. Bidding
Siar Date: For 81, No, 9 from 12,03 2028
and up o 15:00 hrs, on 26032028
Interssled tenderes may viall wabsils
www. lraps.gev.n for full delalls!
dessicripana/ npecifications of tha lender
ardd submil thalr bide onling, bn no case
mmanual fenders for vk works will b
pcoapbed, N8B, Prospaciiye hddars mny
rogulady viall “www. ireps.gov.in® 1o
panicipnis in all lnnders {FR-1225)

Bankura Municipality

Follow us at | B @EasternRallway

0 @easternrailwayheadguarter

EASTERN RAILWAY

E-AUCTION NOTICE

No. Com/Pay & UseMLDT/Misc/2024
Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Railway, Malda,
Maida Town offica, P.O_-Jhaljhalia, DisL.-
Bangal), (Auction Conducting Officer) has published e-auction
catalogue on www.ireps.gov.in for operation of Pay & Use Toilet lot
at Pirpainti (PPT), Jamalpur (JMP) & Munger (MGR) station over
Malda Division, Auction Catalogue No.: pay-use-04-2025;
Auction Start : 27.03.2025 at 11:45 hours; 51. No. 1; Lot No: Pnl-
MLOT-PPT-Toi-34-24-1; Station : Pirpainti; §1. No. 2; Lot No: PnU-
MLDT-JMP-Toi-13-22-1; Station : Jamalpur Jn.; SI. No. 3; Lot No:
Station
bidders are requested to visit IREPS e-Auction module for furthar

PnU-MLDT-MGR-Toi-37-24-1;

delails

Tereer Modons are alsd availabie o Webads www o iInd@rrilwayi gow n e Feps. jovin

Dated : 11.03.2025

Malda, Pin-732102 (West

: Munger; Prospaclive

(MLD-250v2024-25)

Follow us at .l @EastemRailway ) @eastemrailwayheadquarler

Follow us at |l @EasternRailway ) @easternrailwayheadguarter

Bl

epaper.thestatesman.com

Maligson
@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Bl “Serving Cusiomers with 8 smile” |

ENGINEERING WORKS

E-TEMDER MWOTICE NO. 12 of
2025; Date: 10-03-2025. E-lenders
are invited by the undersigned for
the following works: Tender MNo.:
DCESTMLG-14-2025. Name of
work & Location: (a) Al Nambari -
Renovation of Senior Institute &t
Goshala Colony (b) Af Nambari -
Complete renovation of Community
Hall at Goshala colany including the
develapmeant of Malibagan Field
attached to Community Hall. Tander
Value 23.30,71,932 52, Earnes!
Monay T3.15400.00. Tender No.:
DCESTMLG-15-2025. Name of
work & Location: (a) NFR HQ
Office - Raising of boundary wall
with provision of lighting
arcangemaent and developmeni of
canfralized toillel block {b) Af
Maligaon - Upgradation of PCMM
office, conatruction of confereance
hall ineluding furniture, Tender
Value T2.72 34, 07512, Earnest
Maonay: T2 80 200.00. E-tenders
will be closed al 1300 his, an
02-04-2025 snd will be opened ol
1300 hrs, on O02-04-2025. For
detals please visil www ireps gov.in

Dy Chial Enginear/Estate,

o)

e

Month Division

Dy, CETEMWarkalHWGRE acling for and
on Bashnll or The Presdssnt o Indis, Soulfy
Eastorn Ralbaay, Molatn-TO0043 inviles
g-Tanders against lendar no
ST _P _SER_2025 MPL_VOIP_4 Cicaing
DiatenThema 10,024, 2025 1130 his. Biddars
will b able 10 submit thelr ariginalfrewssad
bids upto closing date and lima only
Marual offers ara nol slowsd agadnst this
tendar, and any such manual offer
racalvsd shall ba lgnored © 51 Mo. © 1,
~Tender Notice No, : ST_P
_BER_Z0I6_MPL_VOQIPF_4, Daled
11032025, Description of Wark |
Supply, Installation, Testing &
Commissioning of [P-MPLS Technobogy
for Unifed Communicabticn Backibona &
YVICHP basad Trasn Conbrol Commumnication
Syslam (TCCS) over Adra, Kharagpur,
Ranchi and Chakradharpur Dévislon of
South Eastern Rallway | Approximate
cost of work [In Rs.} | ¥58,79,15,414.89,
Earnest money (in Rs.) @ T30 89 60000,
Cloging date and time : 10042025 &l
11.30 Hrg. The detailed of bender nobice for
thie above lender bhas alfeady baan
publsshed In woobsite www. ireps.gov.in

{PR-1229)

Forand on behalf of President of India, the
5. DETE (CoWKharagpur—T2 1301 invites
e-tender for the fallowing works and will ba
openad at 12:00 hrs.: Sl. Ho. : 1; Tendar
Hotica Mg, : 5T-O0T-Railnet-CMS-5HM,
Date: 11.03.2025; Descriplion of work :
SAT portion ol wark for failnet connecthity
& CMS conneciion for construction of new
ol bedded Running Room at Shalimar
Tender value : 28,84 246,48, EMD .
THT.T00.00 ; Cost of tender document ©
HIL | Date of Opening : 04.04 2025
Complation Periad : 3 Maonths. Date of
Submission: up to 12 hrs. of 04.04 2025
imerasiod Tonders may visil wabsis
www. lreps.gov.in for full detalls
description specification of the tender and
submit thairbids anling. In no case mandeal
tendears for thess works will be accepbed.

(PR-1226)

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

SCHEDULE OF ADDITIONAL E-AUCTION NOTICE (SCRAP SALE)
Schedule E-Auction tima_fmmj 0 AM to 05 PM

Mobike

MARCH 2025| Samastipur

21032025 l!Fn:".-a'p'!l & zs 03.2025 (Tuesday)

STT1428770

(&) Bidders are advised 1o insped the scrap lof belone submisson of bid. They are allowed
& inspect the lot, on an autharity from the concemed officer of Railway Administration, &
the site of iod mendioned in thi suction chialogue on any working day | axcep! Sunday)

[b) Tha complete detalls of malerials and ierms and condifions will b a8 per Auclion
Catalogue, which shall be avadable with the respective auction conducting authority of
East Cantral Railway or from owrwebsiie : wew.ireps gov.in prior io fre date of aucion

PR02203/HOStora/N/24-26/32  Principal Chiel Material Manager/GECR Hapipur
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Wit, satire and
nostalgia

KRISHNAN SRINIVASAN

umour is hard to define,

being an intensely personal

and private reaction. The

sense of wit and appreci-
ation of the jocular is even more
idiosyncratic than the private sen-
sations of horror, consternation and
shock generated by the genres of
ghostly paranormal writing or filming.
Suresh Subrahmanyan, an erstwhile
advertising and marketing executive,
has been a regular humourist on
several media platforms, and has so
far published four compilations of
his columns, of which I have read
two.

Whether Indians have a sense of
humour at all is debatable, judging
by the propensity oflocal Savonarolas
and police personnel servile to political
correctness and the ruling party in
the capital, to initiate legal cases
against any unfortunate attempting
in public to engage in innocent wit-
ticisms which will unfailingly wound
the hyper-sensitive sentiments of
those vigilantes eager to be affronted.
Consequently, for defying the inquisi-
tors and the stone-faced bigots,
Suresh deserves multiple thanks for
his endeavours. Not each of his
columns inspires a grin or raises a
laugh, but his innocent objective is
laudable. His gaze on human and
national foibles is wry and benevolent,
and his short takes have covered a
wide spectrum of dailylife; the Indian

obsession with cricket, the bitter-
sweetness of married life, the screaming
brigade of the TV anchors, and the
controversy about names, whether
regarding ‘Bharat’ or Elon Musk’s
many progeny.

Humouris a category ofliterature
that is accessible but not easy to
sustain, but if there is to be a fifth
collection in the offing, it will be as
pleasurable aread as its predecessors.

Suresh’s prose disguises his great
learning and wide knowledge; his
scholarship isimpressive. His favoured
writers, whom he quotes frequently
— one could even say, excessively —
are PG Wodehouse and William
Shakespeare. There is no denying
the greatness of these two authors
and their place in the pantheon, but
in the specific groves of written
humour, noteworthy
also are SJ Perel-
man, James
Thurber, Evelyn
Waugh, Sue
Townsend and
Helen Fielding,

and many others. MORE AND MORE

For Suresh Sub- ABOUT LESS AND

rahmanyan _< LESS

even to beref-

erenced alongwith BY SURESH

those champions SUBRAHMANYAN

issufficient praise

indeed. NOTIONPRESS,
CHENNAI, 2024

The reviewer is a former

foreign secretary
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of Bengal: A Study in Nano

“It is remarkable to find
out that most of the local
chroniclers were notinsti-
tutional academicians but
so-called amateurs or layper-
sons. They comprised jun-
ior-level government
employees, lawyers, school
teachers, minor zamindars
and small-time business-
men.” This book takes the
reader on a tour of this
amazing world of nano-
historyand its chroniclers.

Spot
Light

THE LAY CHRONICLERS
OF : A STUDY IN NANO
HISTORIOGRAPHY

BY DR.
SOMSHANKAR RAY

ONEWORLD BOOK
PUBLISHING, 2021

244 PAGES
490/-

Divulging in Nano
Historiography

he term nano-history (anuitihas) pertains to his-
torical narratives focusing on smaller entities or
localities, such as districts,sub-divisions, towns,
andvillages, rather than nations or larger regions,”
explains Dr. Somshankar Ray. In his book, “The Lay Chroniclers

Historiography”, he delves into the

region’s local historical dynamics in fascinating detail.

In an article for The Statesman, Dr Ray, an assistant professor
at Vidyasgar College for Women, Kolkata, had further noted,
“In undivided Bengal, from the mid-19th century to the mid-
20th century, a noteworthy trend emerged, where chronicles
of sub-regions were crafted, predominantly in Bengali.” And,

Reflections on architecture— Its meaning and purpose

P VENUGOPAL

he book "Listening to Still-

ness", acompilation of tran-

scribed lectures and con-

versations of Prof. Neelkanth
Chhaya on architecture, put together
with loving care by team Akarmaa,
isawellspring of critical and reflective
thinking, brilliant insights and plural
world views about the discourse
and its practice. His talks are qualified
byreverence for humanlife, nature,
our planet, Gandhian ideals and a
passionate inquiry into how archi-
tecture can subtly mediate these
realms and concerns and celebrate
our existence. Prof. Chhaya's talks,
informed by existential, social and
ecological consciousness, locate the
goals for architectural discourse
and its practice in an expansive
canvas of moral and ethical respon-
sibility.

In the preface to the book, Prof.
Chhaya critiques the prevalent
rational worldview, which he explains
considers nature, our planet, all
materials and resources as objects
forhuman consumption, and writes,
"Our world system, arising out of
these colonizing, extractive, exploita-
tive and consumerist outlooks, is
set for ecological disasters, which
we are in the midst of." In contrast,
he points to learning from biotic

ecosystems that he explains invariably
follow not a linear but a circular
process of absorption, use and waste.
Against this backdrop, explaining
Aldo Van Eyck's profound obser-
vation, "Architecture need do no
more, nor should it ever do less,
than assist man's homecoming",
Prof. Neelkanth Chhaya writes,
"Feeling at home perhaps arises
out of a sense of being at rest, of
beingat peace, of being relaxed and
in harmonious relationship with
the world". He further writes, "In
consequence, architecture works
with the poetry of interconnected-
ness" and continues, “Architecture
can make the unpredictable and
ever-surprising play of material,
light, sound, texture and smell
remind us of the wonder of existence."

Further, in a conversation on
Architectures of Indian Modernity,
Prof. Neelkanth Chhayareflects on
the consequence of pursuing a sin-
gularidea and worldview, and says,
"This is something which, I think,
human societies and modernism
cut at the root. They said, ‘Find the
one good way and throw away every-
thing thatwent before.” That violent
notion of the idea as something
thatrulesinasingular wayis some-
thing which is the worst part of the
last two hundred years of thinking".
In another brilliant talk at a com-

petition to design for the warkari
pilgrims, he speaks on pilgrimage
as a sacred journey that unites the
pilgrim with the world. Subsequently
distinguishing a tourist and pilgrim,
he reflects on the present state of
architecture, "The pilgrim connects
ourselves to the world, the tourist
disconnects and becomes the voyeur
of the world and can, therefore, do
any kind of damage to the earth.
And this is what our architecture is
today. That it has to look good, and
it has to give pleasure at any cost,
and everything should be under
control". Instead, Prof Chhaya sug-
gests that architecture should become
a “vessel of hospitality”.

In the Takshila lecture on Archi-
tecture and Society reflecting on
our present world of quick and
ephemeral image-driven experiences
in relentless succession where the
architect merely becomes a provider
of impressive experiences, Prof.
Neelkanth Chhaya writes, "experience
after experience and we remain
unfulfilled and empty and this is
what the architect is supposed to
handle too. The architect is the
entertainer, the magician, the jester
for society, and thisleads to something
very important in that you are not
anymore heard because you are
simply the entertainer". Against this
backdrop, Prof Chhaya suggests

that the way out from this condition
is to address necessities perceived
in a profound sense, as rhythms of
nature in which human life likes to
participate and says, "So, then archi-
tecture is a means to comprehend,
accept, adapt to, and make tangible
the rhythms of nature".

The concluding piece of the book
is an article by Prof. Neelkanth
Chhayatitled "Gandhi's architecture
anditsmeanings". In the article, he
presents an insightful study of two
Ashrams that Gandhiji built at Sabar-
matiin Ahmadabad and Sevagram
near Wardha. On Hriday Kunj, the
ashram at Sabarmati, he writes, "A
sense of open spaciousness pervades,
allowing the flow of breezes through
the house". About the ashram at
Sevagram, called Bapu Kuti, he
writes, "He (Gandhiji) insisted that
it should be made with materials
that were found within fifty kilometres
of the location that it should be
builtby hand; it should use the sim-
plest of techniques and that it should
cost as little as an ordinary Indian
could afford".

In the ensuing paragraphs of the
article on the ashrams, Prof. Chhaya
also explains the vows followed at
the Sabarmati ashram and their
import for the conscientious use of
materials and energy. After a detailed
explanation, he proceeds to sum-

marise, "We might summarize such
aphilosophy as ashortbut expressive
phrase: participation rather than
mastery. In many ways, an attitude
of participation would be an attitude
of recognizing the interconnectedness
of all phenomena that comprise
the world. Mastery, in contrast,
requires a clear separation of parts
so that some part can establish mas-
tery over other parts".

These excerpts are examples,
and there are several other talks in
the book by Prof. Neelkanth Chhaya
and discussions with him by eminent
thinkers, allimbued with rich thought.
His conversations celebrate holistic
thinking over disintegrated and
individualistic thinking, plural world
views over singular worldviews
rolling towards singular destinies,
cyclic and interconnected processes
over linear extractive regimes, diffused
and distributed systems with adem-
ocratic prospect over concentrated
power centres of production and
planning, participation in the rhythms
of nature over mastering them and
architecture as a mediator that
assists our homecoming over its
alienation from life.

On the one hand, it may be
argued that our political and market
realities, the power of the deepening
neo-liberallandscape, the buoyant
aspirations of people, and the exi-

Spot
Light

gencies and LISTENING TO
complexi- STILLNESS

ties sur-

rounding BY PROF.
COntempo- NEELKANTH CHHAYA

rary profes-
sional prac-
tices of
architecture
could test the
prospect of
reaching Prof.
Chhaya's
ideals. On the
otherhand, the
latter can serve
as a counter-
point of reflec-
tive stillness and
amoral compass
and equally test
the moral and
ethical content
and poeticvalue
of our engage-
ments with the
discourse of
architecture and
its practice. Those
ready for this
encounter may dive into
one of our times' precious,
thought-provoking and intel-
lectually stimulating books!

THANNARAM-
AKARMAA, 2025

The writer is a practising architect based
in Hyderabad

Revisiting controversy surrounding CAG’s Rafale report

Excerpted from CAG Ensuring Accountability
Amidst Controversies: An Inside View

A seminal contribution to public
accountability and reporting by
CAG Mr Mehrishi was the much-
discussed ‘redacted’ report (pre-
sented to Parliament in February
2019) on the acquisition of Rafale
- fighter aircraft from France. This
report concluded that the 2016
agreement for 36 Rafale aircraft
was 2.86% cheaper than the pre-
vious proposal and included cer-
tain recommendations for
improving the defence acquisi-
tion process.

The report on what was called
‘the Rafale deal’ was criticised for
several omissions and ‘redactions’,
particularly concerning pricing and
cost-related details. Here’s a summary
of the criticisms:

a. Exclusion of Price Comparisons:
the report compared the 2007 and
2016 deals but redacted the exact
price figures of the aircraft and other
cost details due to confidentiality
clauses. Critics argued that thislack
of transparency made it difficult to
assess the government’s claim of
cost savings in the 2016 deal.

b. Omission of Offset Clauses:
The report failed to analyse the
offset agreements, including the
role of private company Reliance
Defence in Dassault’s offset obli-
gations, which had been a significant
point of public and political debate.

c. Selective Focus: The report
concentrated primarily on technical
and procedural aspects whilst avoid-
ing in-depth scrutiny of critical
financial and contractual elements,
particularly the pricing structure.

d. Lack of Accountability: By
redacting key pricing details, the
report failed to hold the government
accountable for its claims of securing
a ‘better deal’ in terms of cost and
value for money.

e. No Examination of Customary
Practices: The reportavoided com-
menting on deviations from estab-
lished procurement practices, such
as the lack of -financial guarantees
and the bypassing of Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) in man-
ufacturing offsets.

The broader criticism held that
these ‘omissions’ sparked allegations
that the report failed to adequately
address ‘public’ concerns about the
Rafale deal, particularly regarding
transparency, potential cost esca-

lations and
the ration-
ale behind
key contractual decisions. Critics
considered the report incomplete
in its efforts to clear doubts about
the deal’s fairness and value.

What was the defence of CAG?

There was no public defence,
but it could have followed these
lines. He was not bound to restrict
his examination to only one contract,
which incidentally had acquired
political overtones. He therefore
undertook an examination of several
AirForce acquisitionsin thereport.
Redaction was carried out based
on considerations of pure national
interest.

Itis the prerogative of CAG how,
the manner, extent audit and reporting
must be conducted. As of December
2024, there is no publicly available
information indicating that the PAC
has submitted areport to Parliament
specifically addressing the CAG’s
report on the Rafale aircraft acqui-
sition.The redacted Rafale report
set a rather complex precedent
whereby the CAG could be pressurised
orreminded toredact futurereports
on other issues, attributable either
tonational interest or confidentiality
clauses in intergovernmental or
intercorporate agreements.

Thisisalegacy that the institution
of CAG could have done without.
Some critics noted that the CAG in
this case was also a member of the
procurement committee that rec-
ommended the purchase when he
was Finance Secretary, and hence
there could have been a conflict of
interest when he examined the
matter as CAG. One has to wait to
see what future audit reports hold
for the nation and the public, which
isalso a stakeholder of CAG according
toits Vision and Mission statement.

The period from August 2020 to
November 2024 did not show any
significant improvement, either in
terms of the quality of reports pre-
sented to Parliament or public
interest in his reports, particularly
those concerning Gol. The CAG
during this period was Mr G.C.
Murmu. His tenure saw some note-
worthy initiatives, including taking
thelead in examining Blue Economy
and usingArtificial Intelligence (Al),
focusing on the audit of Panchayati
Rajinstitutions through stakeholder
engagement, establishing a specialised
training institute in Rajkot, Gujarat,
expediting government accounting
standards, natural resources account-
ing, and international audits.

However, there were also some
unfortunate incidents. Towards the
end of his tenure, Mr Murmu faced

epaper.thestatesman.com

criticism and allegations of indiscretion,
including the posting of a junior
officer with questionable integrity
to one of its overseas audit offices,
despite protests from senior man-
agementregarding the IAAS officer’s
probity.

The officer had to be recalled
from the posting. Although allegations
were circulating in the media and
many senior IAAS officers had brought
it to the CAG’s attention, instead of
preventing the posting, the officer
was allowed to proceed. Only a
month later, with justdays remaining
in Mr Murmu'’s tenure, the officer
was suspended following a quick
inquiry.

IAAS officers were agitated by
another significant development
during Mr Murmu’s tenure when
the CAG tabled (August 2023) a sig-
nificant audit report No. 7 of 2023
to Parliament titled Compliance
Audit on Toll Operations of the
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI). The report uncovered
a range of irregularities and ineffi-
ciencies in the functioning of the
NHAI across Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and
Kerala, including Dwarka Expressway
in NCR. These findings sparked
controversy, not only over governance
lapses but also due to anomalies
within the CAG’s own handling of

Spot

-
the aftermath nght
the report
exposed critical ::: ENSURING
issues in toll T
collection cou'rn‘twl:all’;ll-ss: AN
practices. INSIDE VIEW
It highlighted
that NHAI con- BY P SESH KUMAR
. WHITE FALCON
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eral plazas, 244 PAGES, Z 699/-
including
Nathavalasa,
Chalageri and Heb-

balu, during periods
of construction
delays, contravening
the National High-
ways Fee (Amend-
ment) Rules, 2013.

These rules
explicitly mandate
that toll collection
should cease when
construction dead-
lines are missed.
Despite this, over Rs [§
124 crore was col-
lected from commuters N
between May 2020 and March %
2021. Similarly, the report noted
a delay in reducing toll fees at the
Paranur toll plaza and unauthorised
annual fee revisions at Madpam,
further indicating a lack of compliance
with established norms.
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PSGstunlLiverpooltoreachQF;

Barcelona, Bayern, Interalsowin

French giantsedge outEnglish outfiton penaltieswhile trio of former European championsalso progressinto lasteight

AGENCIES
LIVERPOOL, 12 MARCH

ariswon 1-0 at Anfield

before more Gianluigi

Donnarummashoot-

out heroics helped
them to overcome Liverpool
on penalties and reach the
UEFA Champions League
quarterfinals.

Paris keeper Donnarumma
saved twice in the shoot-out
as Paris overcamea 1-0 first-
leg deficit to reach the quar-
terfinals.

Ousmane Dembele com-
pleted a slickmove by slotting
in his seventh goal of the
campaign in the 12th minute,
drawing Paris level in the tie
in doing so, but Liverpool
dominated after the break
and Luis Enrique's side needed
Donnarumma to brilliantly
paw Luis Diaz's header away
and maintain overall parity
in the tie.

The visitors went closest
during extra time before Don-
narumma denied Darwin
Nufez and Curtis Jones from
the spot, allowing 19-year-
old substitute Desire Doue
to convert the decisive penal-
ty.

Earlier, Barcelonabecome
the first team into the last
eight, turning on the style in
an emphatic second-legwin
against Benfica in the early
kick-off. Raphinha and Lamine
Yamal starred as Barcelona
roared into the quarterfinals.
The pair combined for the
11th-minute opener, the
Spanish youngster providing
a fine cross for the Brazilian
international to coolly volley
in. Nicolas Otamendireplied
almost instantly for Benfica
with a header.

Yamal netted the pick of
the goals with a sublime curl-

P |
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ing strike on 27 minutes, and
Raphinha then fired in his
11th of the campaign to
become the overall top scorer
thisseason and end the con-
test before half-time.
Bayern Munich also cruise
through against Bundesliga
rivals Leverkusen. Harry
Kane's tap-in and Alphonso
Davies' first-time finish sealed
a convincing victory for Bay-
ern. Kane, twice denied by
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Lukas Hradeckyin the open-
ingstages, extended the lead
across the tie early in the
second half with a straight-
forward strike after Patrik
Schick's clearance rebounded
into the path of the Bayern
No09. The England captain
then turned provider when
spotting the run of Davies
into the area, with the Cana-
dian international full-back
sweeping in impressively.
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The visitors pressed for
further goals in the closing
stages, with Jamal Musiala
denied by the woodwork on
two occasions. Bayern will
meet Inter in the quarterfinals
after the Nerazzurri completed
their assignment against
Feyenoord.

Inter are through to the
quarter-finals for just the
second time since 2010/11
after wrapping up a com-

fortable aggregate triumph
over Feyenoord. Marcus
Thuram put the Serie A side
ahead in style eight minutes
in, receiving the ball midway
inside the Feyenoord half
and weaving his way into
the penalty area before
unleashing a sensational
long-range strike.

Jakub Moderreduced the
deficit for Feyenoord from
the penalty spot just before

|
‘ ‘I_
" a

half-time but Inter replied
with a spot kick of their own
shortly after the interval, con-
verted by Hakan Calhano lu
for his second goal in the
Champions League knockout
rounds - the first coming in
February 2015.

Barcelona, Bayern, Inter
and PSG are the first four
teams through to the quar-
terfinals of the Champions
League.

Barca, Madrid greatsraring for
‘Legends Faceoft’ in Mumbai

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH

With football’s greatest rival-
ries coming to Indian soil
withlegends of Real Madrid
and FCBarcelonareigniting
theiriconic battle, Luis Figo,
Carles Puyol, Fernando Mori-
entes, and Ricardo Quaresma
are among the football greats
excited to bring the magic
on the pitch in 'Legends
Faceoff".

This historic faceoff will
take place at the 55,000-
capacity DY Patil Stadium
in Navi Mumbai on 6 April.

Figo, aBallon d’Or winner
(2000) and a key figure in
Portuguese football history,
played for both FC Barcelona
and Real Madrid, winning
multiple La Liga titles and
the 2002 UEFA Champions
League with Los Blancos.

"India, I know you love
football, and I can’t wait to
bring the magic to Mumbai.
Let’s make this an unforget-
table night!” Figo said.

Puyolisadefensive pow-
erhouse for FC Barcelona
and Spain, captaining Barca
tosixLaLigatitlesand three
UEFA Champions League
trophies, while also playing
acrucialrolein Spain’s2010
FIFA World Cup triumph
and UEFA Euro 2008 victory.

“India, I've seen your pas-
sion for football from afar—
now it’s time to witness it
up close. Can’t wait to feel
the energyin Mumbai!” said
Puyol.

Morientes, a prolific goal-
scorer, was instrumental in
Real Madrid’s dominance,
securing three UEFA Cham-
pions League titles (1998,
2000, 2002) and representing
Spain in two FIFA World
Cups (1998, 2002) and UEFA
Euro 2004. “I've played in
some of the most electric
stadiums in the world, and
now it’s time to experience
India’s football madness.
See you soon, Mumbai!”

added Morientes.

Quaresma, known for his
flair and creativity, was akey
partof Portugal’s UEFA Euro
2016-winning squad. The
former FC Barcelona and FC
Porto winger also won league
titlesin Portugal and Turkey,
alongwith the UEFA Europa
League with Porto (2011),
cementing hisreputation as
one of the game’s most skilful
wingers. “I've heard incredible
things about football fansin
India. Excited to finally expe-
rienceitin Mumbai!" stated
Quaresma.

This is not the first time
Barca Legends are heading
backto India. Theylast played
in Calcutta on September
29, 2018 against a team of
veterans from Mohun Bagan,
comfortably winning 6-0.

Speaking on the associa-
tion Josep Maria Meseguer,
Head - Barcelona Legends,
said, "We truly appreciate
India's efforts in bringing a
historic match like El Clasico
to Mumbai. Football holds
a special place in the hearts
of Indian fans, and events
like these help strengthen
the global football commu-
nity. "A special thanks to
John Zaidi and The Sports
Front team for their dedication
and passion in making this
possible. Their vision and
hard work have created an
incredible platform for fans
to experience the magic of
Barca Legends and Real
Madrid Leyendas live."

Speaking about thisland-
mark event, John Zaidi, CEO
and Co-Founder of The Sports
Front, added, "Legends Face-
off is a historic moment for
Indian football, and we are
thrilled to bring these iconic
players to Mumbai. This
matchisnotjustaboutfoot-
ball; it’s about celebrating
the passion and love for the
game that Indian fans have
always shown. We can't wait
for an unforgettable night
on 6 April."

Indian Wells: Rune beats Tsitsipas, enters 9th Masters 1000 QF

AGENCIES
INDIAN WELLS, 12 MARCH

Holger Rune overcame Ste-
fanos Tsitsipasin the Indian
Wells fourth round to snap
the Greek’s seven-match
winning streak.

Rune flashed his entire
repertoire in a 6-4, 6-4 win
over Tsitsipas that upped
hisrecord against the Greek
Grand Slam finalist to 4-0.
He pulled off perhaps one
of the shots of the year in
the second set, a tweener
lob.

Rune is into his ninth
Masters 1000 quarter-final,
with his best result at this
level a title run in Paris in
2022 when he was just 19.
Having reached the same
stage in Indian Wells last
year, the 12th seed is the
first Scandinavian since Stefan
Edbergin 1994-95 to advance
to consecutive quarter-finals
in the California desert, ATP
reports

Rune had aninconsistent
start to the year. The World
No. 13 reached the fourth
round at the Australian Open

but struggled in February,
failing torecord consecutive
wins at tour-level events in
Rotterdam, Buenos Aires and
Acapulco.

After earning his 16th Top
10 win and first on an outdoor
hard court, Rune will aim to
continue his run when he
meets Tallon Griekspoor in
the last eight.

“Itwas an extremely good
match from my side from
start to finish. I stayed very
committed to my game plan.
“Mentally I was very, very

good. I think that’s what
made the difference. How
composed I could stay,"
Rune, who had to retire at
his last tournament in Aca-
pulco due to food poisoning,
said in a TV interview.
Earlier, Griekspoor over-
came Japanese qualifier
Yosuke Watanuki and the
rain to reach his first ATP
Masters 1000 quarter-final.
In arain-disrupted clash,
Griekspoor earned a 7-6(4),
6-1 win to become the first
Dutchman to advance to the

last eight at a Masters 1000
since Robin Haase in Toronto
in 2018.

Griekspoor captured the
biggest win of his career in
the second round when he
upset No.2inthe ATP Rank-
ings Alexander Zverev. Griek-
spoor has been in red-hot
forminrecent weeks, having
also advanced to the semi-
finals in Dubai.

In the women's section,
No. 23 seed Elina Svitolina
of Ukraine withstood rain
and battled into the Indian
Wells Open quarterfinals
with a 5-7, 6-1, 6-2 upset of
No. 4 seed American Jessica
Pegula.

The former Indian Wells
semifinalist shook off her
early misfortunes and flipped
the match on its ear as she
claimed 12 of the final 15
games to earn a trip to her
21st WTA 1000 quarterfinal,
and first since 2021.

On amisty dayin the Cal-
ifornia desert, Svitolina and
Pegula had to brave alengthy
rain delay after the first game
of the third set. It was Svitolina
who came back from the

interlude with fire in her
eyes. She put Pegula on the
back foot and raced away
with the win.

Pegula entered Indian
Wells having just won the
Austin title earlier this month,
but Svitolina came out on
top, earning just her third
win over Pegulain their eight
career meetings.

Svitolina, who is into the
quarterfinals at Tennis Par-
adise for the first time since
2019, will face either Mirra
Andreeva, who ousted Elena
Rybakinafor the second time
in three weeks to advance
to the quarterfinals with a
commanding 6-1, 6-2 win.

The 17-year-old Russian
Andreeva'srunin the desert
comes fresh off the heels of
her capturingamaiden WTA
1000 title at the Dubai Cham-
pionships, which propelled
her to become the youngest
player to reach the Top 10
since 2007.

Earlier, Iga Swiatek
thumped 15th-seeded Karoli-
na Muchova with 6-1, 6-1
victory tp march into the
quarterfinals.

YuvaAll Stars: Jaipur, Falcons, Yoddhas, Spartanswin

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HARIDWAR, 12 MARCH

Sonipat Spartans, Yuva Yod-
dhas, UP Falcons and Jaipur
Pink Cubs registered victo-
riouson Day6 to strengthen
their positionin the Yuva All
Stars Championship 2025
here atthe Vandana Kartaria
Indoor Stadium.

Yuva Yoddhas thrashed
Kurukshetra Warriors 55-27
in the reserve leg-fixture after
suffering a narrowloss against
the same opponent in the
season opener of the Yuva
All Stars Championship 2025.

Both teams were at their
best, before the Yoddhas
inflicted an all-out and a
Super Raid by Shivam Singh
to take a 24-11 lead at half-
time.

The Yoddhas continued
to dominate the game as
they inflicted two All Outs
in the second half on the
Kurukshetra Warriors, deny-
ing them several chances.
They won the match by 28
points and solidify their top
spot in the Pool B standings
with 25 points.

Shivam Singh was the
standout player with 14 raid
points. With seven tackle
points, Sonu Rathee was the
star defender in the first
encounter of Day 6.

In the second game, Soni-
pat Spartans stunned the in-
form Junior Steelers 49-32
in the second match. The
Spartans took a strong seven-
point lead by inflicting an
all-out on the Steelers. How-
ever, the Haryana-based club
got back into the game with
an all-out on the Sonipat
Spartans in the dying minutes
of the first half. The half-
time score read 19-17 in
favour of the Spartans.

In the second half, the
Spartans stole the show with
an exceptional attackingand
defensive performance, scor-
ing 30 points. Ankit Kumar
Rana (9 raid points) and
Akash Deshwal (8 raid points)
were the top performers in
Sonipat’s 17-point win against
the Junior Steelers. Sonipat
Spartans have moved to the
second position in Pool B,
while the Steelers are third
in Pool A.

UP Falcons got the better
of Palani Tuskersin the third
encounter, winning 46-30.
Palani Tuskers had a horrific
start to the game, scoring
just seven points in the first
half. However, they regrouped
and added 23 points to their
tally in the second half.
Despite their efforts, the Fal-
conswere stronger and took
home the victory.

Raiders Arjun Sirohi and
Kunal Bhatiruled the match
with 11 and 8 points, respec-
tively, for the Falcons. Lucky
Kumarwas the best defender
with six tackle points. With
aconvincingvictory over the
Tuskers, UP Falcons have
moved to the second position
in Pool A points table with
17 points, while Palani Tuskers
are fourth with 12 points.

In the last match of the
day on Tuesday, Jaipur Pink
Cubs defeated WarriorzK.C.
39-36 to settle the scores,
having lost to the Warriorz
35-42 in the reverse fixture.
The Pink Club had a great
first half with 21 points,
including one All Out and
Super Tackle each.

‘Harmanpreet said he’ll try tomake it memorable’: Arshdeep on senior debut

epaper.thestatesman.com

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

Rookie forward Arshdeep
Singh has recently been in
the spotlight for his consistent
performances, earning him
his senior India debut at the
FIH Hockey Pro League
2024/25 (Men) in
Bhubaneswar.

The 20-year-old Arshdeep
first made headlines during
the 2024 Men’s Junior Asia
Cup in December last year
as he scored six goals in the
tournament and was impres-
sive with the stick. “It was a
very good tournament for
me, and I scored some good
goals. Especially winning
against Pakistan in the final
was a special moment for
me. | thought I would get a
chance to play for the seniors
after the Junior World Cup
later this year, but I didn’t
expect to make it into the
senior squad so early,” he
commented.

Although he did catch
eyes during the Junior Asia

Cup, Arshdeep Singh’s break-
out tournament was the
Hockey India League (HIL)
earlier this year, where he
was named the Upcoming
Player of the tournament.
He was one of the first names
in the Hyderabad Toofans
team sheet and scored three
goals to help his side reach
the final.

Talking about his HIL
experience, Arshdeep shared,
“The atmosphere in my team,
Hyderabad Toofans, was very
positive, whichiswhyI could
play so freely and thrive in
the tournament. I was with
the team when I got to know
that I have been selected in
the national team. I called
my mom firstbecause it was
truly a proud moment for
me.”

Although it was a big day
for Arshdeep when his name
was in the lineup against
Spain, he was more excited
than nervous since the senior
players in the squad helped
him cope with the pre-match
blues. About his debut,

AN EHEEN

Arshdeep said, “My debut
experience was very good. I
got to play two matches, and
learnt a lot, especially how
structured the top teams in
the world are. Playing with
the senior players has boosted
my confidence and has moti-
vated me to improve my
game. [ was excited because
I wanted to make the most
of this chance. The senior
players really helped me.
Sukhjeet advised me to play
freely and not think about
the mistakes Imake. He told
me the way I react after mak-
ing mistakes is more impor-
tant. Captain Harmanpreet
Singh told me he will try his
best to win the match to
make it memorable for me
and told me to try my hardest
to score a debut goal," he
said.

The federation has also
recognised his talent and
hard work, as he has been
nominated for the Hockey
IndiaJugraj Singh Award for
Upcoming Player of the Year
(Men — Under 21).
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~ For more updates

Van Gogh for Vase: Vincent
Van Gogh is fancied to win
the 1,400m Indian Gold Vase
here tomorrow.

Selections:

2.45 p.m: INTENSE BELIEF 1,
Lahina 2.

3.15 p.m.: KEITARO 1, Shel-
lacking 2.

3.45 p.m.: CASHA 1, Asagiri 2
4.15 p.m.: DANCE ALONG 1.
Super Sapphire 2.

4.45 p.m: VINCENT VAN GOGH
1, A Star Is Born 2.

5.15 p.m.: GO FOR THE MOON
1, Gimmler 2.

Day's best: Keitaro.

Gautam Banerjea

THUMBNAILS

Dravid joins RR camp in
Jaipur: Rajasthan Royals
head coach Rahul Dravid,
who suffered an injury on
his left leg during a club
match in Bengaluru, just a
week before the start of
the 2025 season of the
Indian Premier League (IPL),
has rejoined the fran-
chise” s preparatory camp
in Jaipur on Wednesday.
The IPL franchise shared a
photo on social media on
Wednesday, in which Dravid
is seen wearing a cast on
his left leg, and captioned
the post, “Head Coach
Rahul Dravid, who picked
up an injury while playing
cricket in Bangalore, is
recovering well and will join
us today in Jaipur.” Dravid,
who had previously been
with the Royals in various
capacities, was reappointed
the head coach of the fran-
chise after he guided the
national team to the T20
World Cup title in June last
year.
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PERRY REFLECTS ON WPL SHOW

After not making it to the playoffs of 2025 Women's
Premier League (WPL), Royal Challengers Bengaluru all-
rounder Ellyse Perry admitted the season was a
tricky one for her team, who were disappointed
with some of the performances not being up to
the mark. Defending champions RCB began their
j'campaign on a strong note with two consecutive
= wins, but faced five successive l0sses

After Champions Trophy triumph,
PandyasetssightsonT20World Cup

Instrumentalinindia’'srecentlimited-overs dominance, starall-rounder hasalready picked hisnext target

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

ardik Pandya has

been instrumental

in India’s recent

dominance in
white-ball cricket. With the
Men-in-Blue clinching back-
to-back ICC titles in a span
of nine months — the T20
World Cup in the Caribbean,
in June last year and the
recently concluded Cham-
pions Trophy in Dubai, the
star all-rounder said that the
most beautiful feeling for
him is to just step out onto
the field wearing the iconic
blue jersey of India.

Now, with two major tro-
phiesinthe bag, Pandyahas
already set his sights on the
next big challenge, the
upcoming T20 World Cup,
which will be jointly hosted
by India and Sri Lanka next
year. As he gears up for the
marquee event, his focus
remains on ensuring India
extends its dominance in
limited overs cricket.

With the tournament on
home soil, India will not only
have the advantage of familiar
conditions butwill also enter
with additional pressure of
being the defending cham-
pions.

“Ilove wins like this where
everyone comes there, puts
their heart out and you know
I think this was for India,
this was for Bharat. The

champions trophy is done,
next goal ICCT20 World Cup
in India, lifting the cup,”
Pandya said.

Redemption after 2017
heartbreak

Despite headinginto the
2017 Champions Trophy
final as the favourites, India
had famously lost the title
to arch-rivals Pakistan.
Notably, though, Pandyaled
the counterattack with ablis-
tering 76 off 43 balls to help

India recover from a pre-
carious 72/6 chasinga target
0f339. He shared an 80-run
stand for the seventh wicket
offjust 57 balls before being
run out after a mix-up with
his partner Ravindra Jadeja.
Butdespite his valiant effort,
India suffered a crushing
180-run defeat.

Now a senior member of
the team, Hardik was one of
the few players from that
squad to feature in this final.

“9

This time, he turned the
script around beautifully,
scoring a crucial 18 off 18 in
the death overs to put the
game firmlyinIndia’s hands.
“In 2017, the work was
left. You know I could not
finish the job back then. And
I am very very glad that
tonight is the night where I
can say thatyou knowwhat,
I am a champions trophy
winner as well. So, sounds
good I think.” said Hardik.

Hunger still on

The 31-year-old made it
clear thatheisfarfrom done
and is determined to win
more trophies for India. With
back-to-back triumphs,
including last year’s ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup, he is
eager to keep adding to his
growinglist of achievements.

“For me it has always
been about winning as many
championships as I can.

“I did say when we won
in 2024 that thisisnotdone,
Istillneed 5-6 more trophies
there. I am very happy that
onemoreisadded. The most
important thing in my life
and my cricketing journey
has always been about how
I can make sure that my
team can win.”

He emphasized that the
joy of stepping onto the field
in blue is as strong as ever
and that the victory feels
even more special to him,
as it was a true team effort
with every player contributing
to the success. “Andit's very
very satisfying, very very
calming, very very happy
moment for me that every
time I step on the field. You
know, somehow even if I
don't confirm that the team
wins, I think that's the most
beautiful feeling which I
have. Everyone came out
there and you know showed
their class at the same point
oftime, the belief which they
have,” he pointed out.

Rohit must have the goal of playing 2027 ODIWC, feels Ponting

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

A couple of days after India
skipper Rohit Sharma put to
bed rumours around hisretire-
ment from the 50-over format
with aone-liner, former Australia
skipper Ricky Pontingbelieves
that the star batter is likely to
have a specific goal in mind
whenhemade the announce-
ment.

Having been appointed
India’s captain back in 2021
at the age of 34, Rohit on
Sunday clinched his second
ICC title - following the ICC
Men'sT20 World Cupwinlast
year - asIndiaclosed aninvin-
cible Champions Trophy cam-
paign. Now approaching 38,
there were rumours around
theveteran batter’sretirement
from the ODI format, an act
notwithoutprecedence, given
how Rohit had retired from
T20Is after winning the T20
World Cup. ButRohitquashed
them in the press conference
following the final win against
New Zealand. “I'm not going
to retire from this format, just
tomake sure no more rumours
arespread,” Rohittold reporters

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH

With two successive white-
ball titles following T20 World
Cup 2024 and ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 wins, the Men
in Blue, left heartbroken by a
loss to Australia at 2023 World
Cup finals, are at the top of
the world again. A highly-
motivated and confident India,
halfway through theirjourney
towards 2027 ICC Cricket
World Cup, has managed to
solveits biggestissue in white-
ball cricket thatkeptits trophy
cabinet empty for so long:
Instability and inconsistency
in the middle-order.

Since 2010s, India’s white-
ball success has been depend-
enton the heroics ofits biggest
superstars, Rohit Sharmaand
Virat Kohli. Openers Shikhar
Dhawan, the 'Mr ICC' for
India and later, the 'Prince’
Shubman Gill served as high-
ly-attacking openers that
would complement Rohitand
Viratwell. If Rohitdid not get

after a Player-of-the-Match
performance.

Ponting said the Indian
skipper’sdecisionhad deeper

them, Gill did. If Gill did not
get them, Rohit did. If Rohit-
Gill failed, it was Virat's safety
net that guarded India from
danger. However, in recent
years, India found itself strug-
gling to find new middle-
order replacements for its
former stars, skipper MS
Dhoni, Suresh Raina and
Yuvraj Singh, three men who
kept India steps ahead of
their opponents with a rare
mix of calm and aggression.

So whenever this famed
trio lost form, there was often
no hiding for Team India as
despite success of their top-

implications for Indian cricket.

“When you start getting to
thatpointofyour career, every-
one'swaiting foryou toretire.

order, they would stand
exposed against world-class
battingline-ups. This was the
case plenty of times before
the 2023 World Cup in India,
when these veterans battled
occasional dipsin form. India
tried several alternates, like
Kedar Jhadav, Ambati Rayadu,
Vijay Shankar, Manish Pandey,
young Rishabh Pant and
Hardik Pandya, but their
ability did not match the
intensity and demands of an
occasion as big as an ICC
event. A tracking of India's
middle-order performances
from their World Cup title

And I don't know why, when
you can still play as well as
he's played (in the final), I
think he was just trying to put

defencein 2015 tillnow shows
that in 2020s, a stability in
Indian middle order has come,
with Shreyas Iyer and KL
Rahul beingkey accumulators
and likes of Axar Patel, Hardik
Pandya and Suryakumar Yadav
being given a role to blast
right from ball one. This sta-
bility and role clarity has given
the Indian middle-order the
consistency it wanted since
years and it could win them
many championship titlesin
years to come.

From 2015 World Cup to
2019 World Cup, India's mid-
dle-order struggled due to
inexperience, age catching
up with its superstars and
consequent inconsistency.

2015 World Cup

During the 2015 World
Cup, the top-order of Shikhar,
Rohit and Virat made 1,068
runs in 24 innings, with four
centuries and three half-cen-
turies. Compared to them,
the middle order consisting
of Suresh Raina, MS Dhoni,
Ajinkya Rahane and Ravindra

those questions to bed once
and for all and say, ‘no, I'm
still playingwell enough. Ilove
playing in this team. I love

Jadeja made a total of 786
runs. They together scored a
century and five fifties in 24
innings. Butother than Raina’s
half-centuries against Pakistan
and Bangladesh (in quarter-
finals), Dhoni's fighting half-
century in semifinal against
Australia, the middle-order
failed to deliver notable con-
tributions in big matches. A
crumbling against Australia
in the semifinals left this mid-
dle-order short of achieving
its true potential.

2017 Champions Trophy

Inthe 2017 ICC Champions
Trophy, India bet on its two
old, match-winning horses,
areturning Yuvraj and Dhoni,
both in their mid to late 30s.
Two fresher talents, Hardik
and Kedar also earned call-
ups to the squads. Once again,
India entered the final largely
due to the unstoppable Rohit-
Shikhar-Virat trio, which made
900 runsin 15 innings. How-
ever, the middle-order once
again crumbled, especially
during the high-profile clash

leading this team.” And I think,
the fact that he said that, to
me, it means that he must
have that goal in mind of
playing in the next (50-over)
World Cup (in2027),” Ponting
said on The ICC Review.

During the 2023 ODIWorld
Cup, the Indian team had an
exceptional rununder Rohit’s
leadership. However, the side
fell at the final stage, having
been dealt a six-wicket defeat
atthehandsofAustraliain the
summit clash. Pontingbelieves
thatasense of unfinished busi-
ness may have to do with
Rohit’s decision to stay in-
charge until the 2027 Men’s
Cricket World Cup to be held
in South Africa, Zimbabwe
and Namibia. “I think probably
the fact that they lost the last
one and he was captain, that
mightbe the thing that's playing
on the back of his mind,"
Pontingnoted. “Justhave one
more crack at trying to win
the T20 World Cup, the Cham-
pions Trophy, and the ODI
World Cup. I mean when you
see him play like he played in
the Champions Trophy final,
youwouldn'tsay thathis time
isup justyet.”

against Pakistan in the final
during a 339-run chase.

2019 World Cup

During the 2019 World
Cup in UK, a stable middle-
order was non-existent as
optionslike K. Rahul, Dhoni,
Hardik, Kedar, Rishabh and
Vijay were tried out. The top-
order of Shikhar Dhawan ,
Rohit Sharma, Viratand Rahul
made a massive 1,540 runs
in 27 innings, averaging 61.60,
with a strike rate of 91.72,
with seven centuries and eight
fifties. Compared to this, the
middle order scored just 790
runsin 31 innings. Only three
half-centuries came from
middle-order, two by Dhoni
and one by Kedar (80 runs in
five innings, with a fifty).
Hardik was at his hard-hitting
best though, delivering explo-
sive 226 runs in nine innings
atan average of 32.28, with a
strike rate of over 112 and
best score of 48. KL scored
just37 runsin two innings in
the middle-order, while Vijay
scored just 58 runs in his run

or
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ODIrankings: Gillremainsontop,
RohitclimbstoNo.3after CTwin

AGENCIES
DUBAI, 12 MARCH

After therecently concluded
ICC Men’s Champions Tro-
phy-winning campaign, India
skipper Rohit Sharma moved
up to third place in the ODI
batting rankings chart, led
by fellow opener Shubman
Gill

India lifted their third
Champions Trophy title with
a thrilling four-wicketvictory
over New Zealand in Dubai,
star performers from both
teams have been rewarded
in the rankings update
released on Wednesday.

Rohit, who smashed a
match-winning 76 off 83 balls
in the final, jumped two
places to third. For hisimpres-
sive performance in the final,
Rohitwas awarded the Player
of the Match trophy. Mean-
while, Virat Kohli, who
amassed 218 runsin the tour-
nament, remains in the top
five (fifth place) following
his haul of 218 runs in the
tournament.

New Zealand’s batters
also madenotable progress.
Daryl Mitchell moves up one
place to sixth, while young
sensation Rachin Ravindra
climbs an impressive 14 spots
to 14th. Glenn Phillips also
makes a leap, advancing six
places to 24th.

New Zealand’s skipper
Mitchell Santner was one of
the standout performers with
the ball, taking nine wickets
in the tournament, including
two in the final. His efforts
see him jump six places to
No.2 in the ODI bowling
rankings, just behind Sri
Lanka’s Maheesh Theek-
shana.

Fellow Kiwi Michael
Bracewell also made a sig-
nificant gain, moving 10
places up to 18th.

atnumbers four and six. Pant,
who made 116 runs in four
matches atan average 0f29.00
and best score 0f 48, was just
finding his feet in white-ball
cricket at number four spot,
aged just 21.

2023 World Cup

The dark ages of Indian
middle-order cameto anend
under the captaincy of Rohit,
with Iyer and Rahul taking
centre-stage as accumulators.
In the 2023 WC, India’s top
order scored heavily, blasting
right from ball one. Rohit,
Virat, Gill and Ishan Kishan
delivered fireworks with 1,763
runs in 33 innings.

Finally, the middle-order
also executed itsrole perfectly,
delivering 1,219 runs in 34
innings with three centuries
and five fifties. Iyer and Rahul
were the backbone of this
middle-order. Jadeja and
Suryakumar chipped in some
useful cameos. If it was not
for the fumbling in the final,
these numbers would have
looked even more better.

India’s spin duo Kuldeep
Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja
saw their rankings improve
after their key contributions
inIndia’s unbeaten campaign.
Kuldeep, who picked up
seven wickets, climb toNo.3,
while Jadeja moved up to
10th after claiming five wick-
ets.

Afghanistan’s Azmatullah
Omarzai remained the top-
ranked ODI all-rounder, but
the Champions Trophy saw
amajor shake-up justbelow
him. Mitchell Santner rose
to fourth, while Michael
Bracewell (up to 7th) and
Rachin (up to 8th) make
jumps after their all-round
displays.

Meanwhile, Gill was
named the 'Player of the
Month' for February on
Wednesday following his
exceptional batting perform-
ance throughout the month
in 50-over format.

The India top-order star
tookhome the award, beating
competition from Australia's
Steve Smith and New
Zealand's Glenn Phillips.

In his five one-day inter-
nationals over the course of
the month, Gill compiled
406 runs, averaging 101.50
at a strike rate of 94.19.

This included a stellar
outing in the 3-0 series win
over England, wherein Gill
registered three consecutive
scores of over fifty.

Hebegan with a confident
87 in Nagpur and followed
it up with a 60 in Cuttack.
He finished in a grand style,
smashing a hundred in
Ahmedabad. His 112 came
from merely 102 balls and
included 14 fours and three
sixes.

Gillwas awarded the Player
of the Match for thisinnings
and also took home the Player
of the Series award.

Indianmiddle-order lets go of top-order dependency, finds stability, consistency as 2027 ODIWC awaits

2025 Champions Trophy

Now, coming to the Cham-
pions Trophy, India delivered
itsmost complete performance
ever, with all the main men
joining the party in knockout
stages as well. The middle-
order, boosted by Axar's spin
counter-attack, scored 591
runs in 18 innings. Shreyas,
KL Rahul, Axar and Hardik
played as per demands and
conditions to the perfection.
As compared to the middle-
order, the top order of Rohit,
Gill and Virat made a combined
586 runs.

Now, in2023 ODIWC and
2025 CT, the Indian middle-
order hasletgo offits depend-
ency on top-order and has
reliability and identity of its
own.

The numbers do not lie
that the consistency is more
than ever and most of the
experiments have passed the
test. Will this same middle-
order guide India to the 2027
ODIWorld Cup and become
the all-time greatest ever?
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