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Women take part in a protest march to mark 
the 66th Tibetan Uprising Day, in Leh on 
Wednesday. �ANI

Parliament passes Oilfields Amendment 
Bill, 2024: A Bill seeking to amend the exist-
ing law governing oil and gas exploration 
and delink petroleum operations from min-
ing to attract investments in the sector got 
Parliamentary approval on Wednesday with 
the Lok Sabha passing it. The Oilfields (Regu-
lation and Development) Amendment Bill, 
2024, was passed by the Rajya Sabha on 3 
December 2024. The Bill seeks to amend the 
Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Act, 
1948, which regulates the exploration and 
extraction of natural gas and petroleum. 
Replying to the debate on the Bill, Union 
Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Hardeep Singh Puri said prices in the neigh-
bourhood are at least 15–25 per cent higher 
than in India.
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The consumer price index 
(CPI)-based retail inflation 
for February fell to 3.61 per 
cent amid a decline in the 
rate of price rise in vegetables 
and protein-rich items. 

The consumer price index-
based retail inflation was at 
4.26 per cent in January and 
5.09 per cent in February 
2024. 

There is a decline of 65 
basis points in the headline 
inflation in February in com-
parison to January, which 
had the lowest year-on-year 
inflation after July 2024. 

Further, the year-on-year 
inflation rate based on the 
All India Consumer Food 
Price Index (CFPI) for February 

compared to last year is 3.75 
per cent (Provisional). The 
corresponding inflation rates 
for rural and urban are 4.06 

per cent and 3.20 per cent , 
respectively.  

The National Statistical 
Office (NSO) said that the 

significant decline in headline 
inflation and food inflation 
during February is mainly 
attributed to the decline in 
inflation of vegetables, egg, 
meat and fish, pulses and its 
products, and milk and its 
products. 

In the rural sector, a sharp 
decline in headline and food 
inflation was observed in Feb-
ruary. The Consumer Food 
Price Index (CFPI) based food 
inflation in the rural sector is 
observed as 4.06 per cent in 
February in comparison to 
6.31 per cent in January. 

Further, for the urban sec-
tor, a significant decline from 
3.87 per cent in January to 
3.32 per cent (provisional) in 
February is observed in the 
headline inflation of the urban 
sector. A similar decline is 

observed in food inflation, 
which decreased from 5.53 
per cent in January 2025 to 
3.20 per cent in February 
2025. 

Notably, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI), which has been 
mandated to ensure retail 
inflation remains at 4 per 
cent (+/- 2 per cent), reduced 
the short-term lending rate 
(repo) by 25 basis points last 
month to ease concerns on 
the inflation front. 

The year-on-year housing 
inflation rate for February 
was recorded at 2.91 per cent 
as compared to 2.82 per cent 
last month. 

The Ministry of Statistics 
& Programme Implementation 
has also released the Quick 
Estimates of the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP). 

Retail inflation falls to 7-month-low at 3.61 per cent 
in February; IIP for January recorded at 5 per cent
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The Lok Sabha witnessed a 
huge uproar on Wednesday 
over the clearance granted 
by the government to a renew-
able energy project near the 
India-Pakistan border. 

Opposition members led 
by the Congress staged a 
walkout on the issue. 

Raising a supplementary 
during Question Hour, Con-
gress MP Manish Tewari said 
national security and energy 
security have to go hand in 
hand. He claimed the mixed 
renewable energy project 
would run up to one kilometre 
of the International Border 
(IB). He asked whether any 
relaxation was granted to 
the proposed project. 

Mr Tewari noted that, as 
per security protocol, any 
big infrastructure project 
should be at least 10 km 
away from the IB. 

Responding to the query, 
Union New and Renewable 
Energy Minister Pralhad Joshi 
asserted that nods and 
licences to any proposal are 
granted after obtaining clear-
ances from the Centre, the 
state and relevant agencies. 
He said that the government 
was keen to produce renew-
able energy in the country. 

The Opposition, however, 
termed the reply incomplete 
and misleading. Opposition 
lawmakers alleged that the 
government was working 
under the influence of the 
Adani Group and was not 
answering important ques-
tions related to this project. 

Not content with the min-
ister's reply, Congress mem-
bers raised slogans on national 
security and stormed the 
Well of the House before 
staging a walkout along with 
DMK members.

Opposition 
walkout in LS 
over energy 
projects near 
Indo-Pak border
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Opposition members on 
Wednesday hit out at Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman after she accused 
the DMK of hypocrisy over 
the ongoing language row. 

Speaking in the Lok Sabha, 
Mrs Sitharaman on Tuesday 
lashed out at the DMK, ques-
tioning its stance against im -
plementing the New Education 
Policy (NEP) and its three-la -
n guage model in Tamil Nadu. 

She alleged that an “elderly 
person", that the DMK wor-
ship, had once described 
Tamil as a “barbaric” language 
that “cannot even help beggars 
get alms.” While Mrs Sithara-
man did not name the indi-
vidual, she was apparently 
referring to Periyar, the tow-
ering leader of the Dravidian 

movement. 
“But a man who repeatedly

says Tamil is a barbaric lan-
guage, they keep his photo-
graph in every room, they 
garland him and worship him 
and say he is the icon of the 
Dravidian movement. Look 
at their hypocrisy,” she said. 

Her remarks sparked sharp 
criticism from opposition 
leaders, who accused her of 
acting against the interest of 

southern states. 
“Periyar never demeaned 

Tamil language... Nobody 
can question Periyar's love 
and sacrifice for Tamil society. 
Our Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman is a senior politi-
cian... she is well aware of 
this fact, but she is trying to 
politicise the issue...,” MDMK 
MP Durai Vaiko said. 

CPI MP P Sandosh Kumar 
also slammed Mrs Sitharaman, 
stating: “Nirmala Sitharaman 
is infamous for such contro-
versial remarks. In her attempt 
to blindly support the BJP, 
she is always acting against 
the interest of southern states. 
She should introspect this 
personally because she is the 
Finance Minister; she should 
treat all the states equally. It 
seems that she is having a 
special kind of vengeance 
against southern states...” 
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The Indian Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre (I4C) has 
proactively identified and 
blocked more than 3,962 Skype 
IDs and 83,668 WhatsApp 
accounts used for Digital Arrest 
scams so far, the Parliament 
was informed on Wednesday.  

The I4C under the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, in collabo-
ration with the Department 
of Telecommunications (DoT), 
launched a caller tune cam-
paign for raising awareness 
about cybercrime and pro-
moting the Cyber Crime 
Helpline Number 1930 and 
‘National Cyber Crime Report-
ing Portal’ (NCRP). 

The caller tune is also being 
broadcast in regional languages, 

delivered 7-8 times a day by 
telecom service providers 
(TSPs). 

The government and tele-
com service providers (TSPs) 
have also devised a system to 
identify and block incoming 
international spoofed calls 
displaying Indian mobile num-
bers appear to be originating 
within India. 

Till 28 February, more than 
7.81 lakhs SIM cards and 
2,08,469 IMEIs as reported by 
police authorities have been 
blocked by the government, 
the MoS in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar, said in a written reply 
in the Rajya Sabha. 

Directions have been issued 
to the TSPs for blocking of 
such incoming international 
spoofed calls.

Oppn slams Sitharaman over 
apparent remarks on Periyar

Digital arrest: Centre blocks 
over 3,962 Skype IDs, 
83,668 WhatsApp accounts
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Security forces have eliminated 
all militants and rescued 190 
hostages in a clearance oper-
ation launched after an 
unknown number of heavily 
armed terrorists stormed a 
Peshawar-bound train in 
Balochistan's Bolan district, 
media reports said here on 
Wednesday. 

According to security 
sources, the forces successfully 
rescued altogether 346  
hostages, including women 
and children, who had been 
used as human shields by the 
terrorists. 

Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) Director General 
Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry  
was quoted as saying that 
least 33 terrorists involved in 
the audacious attack were 
also eliminated.  

The Jaffar Express, with 
over 400 passengers on board 
in nine bogies, was on its way 
from Quetta to Peshawar when 
it came under attack in the 
Dhadar area of Bolan Pass 
on Tuesday, according to 
security sources. 

Following the attack, the 
security forces launched an 
immediate clearance opera-
tion, leading to the deaths of 
all terrorists, security sources 
reported.  

“Operation concluded, 
site has been cleared. All 
hostages released. Total res-
cued 346 - 168 last night and 

178 rescued today. 50 terrorists 
eliminated,” one source was 
quoted as saying. 

Security sources also said 
that the terrorists responsible 
for the attack on the Jaffar 
Express were in contact with 
their mastermind in 
Afghanistan. 

According to security 
sources, the armed gunmen 
forced the train to a halt in a 
remote, mountainous area of 
the province on Tuesday after-
noon, with the assault imme-
diately claimed by the banned 
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA), 
a terrorist group behind rising 
violence in the province, 
according to media reports. 

Sources indicated that the 
railway tracks had been 
destroyed with explosives, 
causing the train to stop, after 
which firing began, resulting 
in the death of the driver and 
several passengers. 

Jaffar Express hijacking: Security forces 
claim operation over, 346 hostages rescued
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P
rime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday said 
India fully respects 

the sovereignty of Mauritius 
with regard to the Chagos 
archipelago as the two 
countries signed eight 
Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) including 
one on sharing of white 
shipping information. 

Addressing a joint press 
conference alongside Mau-
ritius Prime Minister Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam on 
the second and final day 
of his state visit to the 
island nation, PM Modi 
said: "We fully respect the 
sovereignty of Mauritius 
with regard to Chagos. We 
will extend our cooperation 
through forums such as 
the Colombo Security Con-
clave, Indian Ocean Rim 
Association, and Indian 
Ocean Conference."  

India has welcomed the 
agreement between the 
United Kingdom and Mau-
ritius on the return of Mau-
ritian sovereignty over the 
Chagos Archipelago, 
including Diego Garcia, 
where there is a key US 
military base, emphasising 
that the treaty completes 
the decolonisation of Mau-
ritius. 

The agreement meant 
that Mauritius would 
assume sovereignty over 
the British Indian Ocean 

Territory (BIOT) of Chagos 
Archipelago, with the UK 
authorised to exercise the 
sovereign rights of Mau-
ritius on Diego Garcia. 

Mr Modi’s two-day offi-
cial visit to Mauritius which 
concluded this evening 
witnessed the inking of 
eight MoUs and agree-
ments on currency settle-
ment system, credit facility 
agreement, sharing of white 
shipping information, 
among others. 

During the visit, PM 
Modi also announced 
India’s support for setting 
up of a new Parliament 
Building in Mauritius, and 
Phase-II of High Impact 
Community Development 

projects to further enhance 
the development partner-
ship. 

The Mauritius Prime 
Minister said PM Modi 
and he personally agreed 
to strengthen the relations 
to Mauritius-India Joint 
Vision Document for an 
Enhanced Strategic Part-
nership. 

Mr Ramgoolam said 
through this move, they 
aim to take India-Mauritius 
relations to the next level. 

"During this visit, the 
Prime Minister and I had 
constructive discussions 
on how to take our bilateral 
relations to even greater 
heights. In this perspective, 
I am pleased to announce 

that His Excellency Shri 
Narendra Modi and myself 
have further agreed to 
strengthen our relations 
to the Mauritius-India Joint 
Vision Document for an 
Enhanced Strategic Part-
nership," Mr Ramgoolam 
said at their joint press 
conference.  

Mr Ramgoolam said 
their shared vision was to 
increase cooperation across 
various sectors. 

"Our shared vision is 
to increase our cooperation 
in existing and emerging 
sectors, such as space 
research, AI, digital health, 
ocean economy, pharma-
ceuticals, ICT, FinTech 
and Cyber security," he 
said. 

Mr Modi said: "Today, 
Prime Minister Navinchan-
dra Ramgoolam and I have 
decided to elevate the 
India-Mauritius partner-
ship to an 'Enhanced Strate-
gic Partnership’. We’ve 
decided that India will 
cooperate in building a 
new Parliament building 
in Mauritius. This will be 
a gift to Mauritius from 
the Mother of Democracy. 
Efforts will be made to 
modernize a 100 km long 
water pipeline in Mauri-
tius." 

Mr Modi further said 
he and the Mauritius Prime 
Minister agree that Defence 
Cooperation and Maritime 
Security are key pillars of 
both countries' strategic 
partnership. 

PM reassures Mauritius 
on Chagos sovereignty
India, Mauritius agree to elevate relationship to Enhanced Strategic Partnership
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Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee launched a 
scathing attack on Leader 
of the Opposition Suvendu 
Adhikari in the Assembly 
today, condemning his 
remarks about Muslim 
MLAs. 

She urged him to refrain 
from misleading people 
in the name of religion 
and disrupting the House 
by tearing up official doc-
uments. “Learn to respect 
the Chair,” she asserted. 

In a fiery speech, Miss 
Banerjee addressed 
Adhikari's absence due to 
suspension, stating: “You 
play the religious card, but 
humanity is a bigger issue. 
You cannot insult any reli-
gion and must respect the 
Chair.” 

Referring to the Prime 
Minister's visit to Saudi 
Arabia, she added: “The 
Prime Minister visited 
Saudi Arabia, where the 
majority is Muslim. Your 
Leader of the Opposition 
talks about throwing out 
Muslim MLAs. How dare 
he make such comments? 
We won’t tolerate sermons 
on religion from him.” 

The BJP MLAs, as on 
previous occasions, dis-
rupted the House with 
slogans during Miss Baner-
jee's speech on the censure 
motion against Mr 
Adhikari. 

Miss Banerjee said: “The 
Leader of the Opposition's 
remarks seem aimed at 
securing the BJP state pres-
ident's post, which is up 
for grabs. To be president, 
one doesn’t need to wage 
war; the deserving candi-
date gets the job." 

Addressing the BJP's 
unruly behaviour, Miss 
Banerjee said: “I will give 
you the chance to speak 
first, but you must listen 
when I address the House. 
You should not leave your 
seats.” 

She criticised the BJP 
MLAs’ conduct, calling it 
intolerable and disruptive, 
particularly their habit of 
tearing papers. 

BJP MLA Sankar Ghosh 

accused Miss Banerjee of 
vandalism in the Assembly, 
prompting the Speaker to 
urge restraint. 

Miss Banerjee coun-
tered: “I did not break any 
chair. If you can prove 
otherwise, I will resign. 
Opposition parties should 
not resort to daily vandalism 
just because they are in 
opposition.” 

Meanwhile, Mr Adhikari, 
demonstrating outside the 
House, accused Miss Baner-
jee of insulting Hindus by 
referring to the Mahakumbh 
as a Mrityu (death) Kumbh.” 
He declared: “Your fate 
will be like Arvind Kejriwal's. 
I will defeat you again, this 
time in Bhabanipore, in 
the 2026 Assembly polls.”

CM Mamata slams LoP 
Adhikari for comments 
against minority MLAs

PM Narendra Modi on Wednesday received the highest 
civilian award of Mauritius at the 57th National Day Cele-
brations of the island nation. During the celebrations, 
Mauritius President Dharambeer Gokhool conferred the 
Grand Commander of the Order of the Star and Key of the 
Indian Ocean (G.C.S.K) award, the highest civilian award of 
Mauritius, on Prime Minister Modi. This is the first time 
that an Indian leader is receiving this honour. � ANI PHOTO
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Mukesh Ambani-owned 
Jio Platforms Limited offi-
cially announced on 
Wednesday that it has signed 
a deal with the Elon Musk-
owned SpaceX to bring 
Starlink's internet services 
to India, a day after its com-
petitor Bharti Airtel 
announced a similar deal. 

“This agreement, which 
is subject to SpaceX receiving 
its own authorisations to sell 
Starlink in India, enables Jio 
and SpaceX to explore how 
Starlink can extend Jio’s 
offerings and how Jio can 
complement SpaceX’s direct 
offerings to consumers and 
businesses,” the company 
said in an official statement. 

        (Details on Page 12) 

A day after 
Airtel, Reliance 
Jio announces  
Starlink tie-up
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Train cancellations on 
Dolyatra: Following poor 
passenger count particular-
ly during morning hours for 
Dol Yatra, the Eastern Rail-
way has decided  to cancel 
some of the local EMU 
trains in Howrah and Seal-
dah divisions on 14 March. 
According to the ER,  65   
EMU locals are to be can-
celled in Howrah Division    
including few  local trains in 
Howrah-Burdwan Main Line,   
Howrah-Burdwan Chord 
Line, Howrah-Bandel  Main 
Line, Howrah-Sheoraphuli, 
Howrah-Tarakeswar, Nai-
hati-Bandel, Howrah-Shri-
rampur and Burdwan-
Katwa. 
 
 
Vasant Utsav celebrations 
in school: The Delhi Public 
School, Durgapur hosted its 
annual Vasant celebration –
Vasantotsav 2025 with the 
theme — sustainability and 
reuse of used articles, rein-
forcing the importance of 
environmental conscious-
ness through cultural 
expression. 

KOLKATA, THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2025
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T
he President of 
Gorkha National Lib-
eration Front (GNLF), 
central committee, 

Mann Ghising, today stated 
that the Gorkha community 
and the Darjeeling Hills are 
facing a severe political cri-
sis. 

In a press statement, Mr 
Ghising said: “The golden 
opportunity for the Gorkha 
community and the Darjeeling 
Hills to secure their rights 
and shape their destiny has 
been lost. The failure to imple-
ment the Sixth Schedule in 
our region remains a signif-
icant and grave mistake, 
resulting in increasingly com-
plex issues that we face today.” 

Mr Ghising further elab-

orated: “In this context, I
filed a case challenging the 
legitimacy of the Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administration 
(GTA) system in the Calcutta 
High Court. I had also 
appealed to all political parties 
in Darjeeling to boycott the 
GTA elections, warning that 
ignoring this appeal would 

lead to serious difficulties 
for our community in the 
future. Unfortunately, the 
crucial opportunity to boycott 
the GTA elections was lost, 
as various political parties 
in the Darjeeling Hills chose 
to participate. This has resulted 
in the chaotic and unstable 
situation we see in the hills 

today.” 
He emphasised that the 

community’s final hope now 
lies in securing a long-term 
and permanent political solu-
tion from the central gov-
ernment. “For the past 15 
years, we have supported the 
BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) 
in both Lok Sabha and Assem-
bly elections. As our party’s 
foundation day approaches 
on 5 April, we urge the Centre 
to immediately resume dia-
logue and take decisive steps 
toward determining a long-
term political solution for 
the Gorkha community and 
the Darjeeling Hills. We sin-
cerely hope that a compre-
hensive political solution will 
be realised before the 2026 
Assembly elections. It is our 
heartfelt appeal that the gov-
ernment listens to us and 

takes the initiative to deliver 
a just and rightful solution,” 
he added. 

Mr Ghising also expressed 
concern over the state gov-
ernment’s current tea land 
policy. “The issue of 30 per 
cent of tea garden land being 
allocated for other commer-
cial purposes has created 
fear and uncertainty among 
the people. Additionally, the 
condition of the Cinchona 
plantations is deteriorating. 
Tea workers are compelled 
to struggle for their rightful 
Puja bonuses and face con-
tinuous oppression from 
both the government and 
management to secure their 
rights. All these problems 
have emerged as a conse-
quence of neglecting the 
implementation of the Sixth 
Schedule,” he claimed. 

GNLF president Ghising warns 
of political crisis in Darjeeling
Ghising laments the loss of a key opportunity for Gorkha rights, criticizes the GTA system and urges the 
central government to find a permanent political solution for Darjeeling before the 2026 elections

Unrest in North Bengal 
medical college over 
watching cricket match
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The North Bengal Medical 
College and Hospital 
(NBMC&H) witnessed chaos 
today after authorities issued 
a show cause notice to intern 
Sunny Manna for allegedly 
using the college’s Lecture 
Theatre to watch the Cham-
pions Trophy final between 
India and New Zealand. 

The situation escalated 
into a full-blown confronta-
tion, with students staging 
protests and demanding 
answers from the adminis-
tration. 

The controversy began 
when an “unidentified group” 
reportedly attacked Sunny 
Manna, leaving him injured. 
This incident sparked outrage 
among students, who claimed 
that Manna was innocent 
and had not unlocked the 
Lecture Theatre himself. A 
large group of agitated med-
ical students confined the 
dean of NBMC&H for several 
hours, demanding an expla-
nation for the show cause 
notice and questioning the 
motives behind it. 

Tensions flared further 
as clashes broke out between 
two groups of students within 
the college premises this 
afternoon. The atmosphere 
turned volatile, with heated 
altercations adding to the 

unrest. Protesting students 
argued that the notice was 
unjustified and that Manna 
was being unfairly target-
ed. 

“Sunny Manna is inno-
cent. He did not unlock the 
Lecture Theatre, and there 
is no evidence to support 
these allegations. This is a 
conspiracy to harass him,” 
said one of the protesting 
students. The students also 
demanded action against 
the unidentified attackers, 
who injured Manna. 

As the situation remains 
tense, authorities are under 
pressure to resolve the issue 
swiftly and ensure the safety 
of all students. The incident 
has also raised questions 
about the handling of disci-
plinary actions and the need 
for clearer communication 
between the administration 
and the student body.

West Bengal Governor visits India-Nepal border
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Governor  C V Ananda Bose, 
today visited the India-Nepal 
border areas to assess security 
measures, border manage-
ment, and anti-smuggling 
operations. 

During his visit, he inter-
acted with Sashastra Seema 
Bal (SSB) personnel, local 
communities, and officials, 
emphasising the importance 
of safeguarding national sov-
ereignty and addressing local 
grievances. 

Bose, who arrived in Siliguri 

yesterday, began his tour by 
visiting Alipurduar, where he 
met tribal communities, 
including members of the 
Toto tribe. He honoured 
Padma Shri awardee Dhani-
ram Toto and other social 
activists, acknowledging their 
contributions to society. The 
Governor stated that his visit 
aimed to understand the chal-
lenges faced by tribal com-
munities and evaluate the 
implementation of central 
government schemes designed 
for their upliftment. 

Today, Bose proceeded 
to Panitanki, a key border 

post under the 41st Battalion 
of the SSB. Upon arrival, he 
was briefed by inspector gen-
eral Sudhir Kumar of the 
Siliguri Frontier about the 
security situation along the 
India-Nepal border. The Gov-

ernor visited the Border Inter-
action Team (BIT) checkpoint 
and interacted with SSB per-
sonnel, praising their dedi-
cation and commitment to 
protecting the nation under 
challenging conditions. 

At Gorsing Basti, Bose 
engaged with local villagers, 
public representatives, and 
school students, informing 
them about various govern-
ment welfare schemes. Stu-
dents from Sharda Vidya 
Mandir and local youth per-
formed patriotic songs and 
traditional dances from San-
thali, Rajbanshi, and Nepali 
cultures, which the Governor 
appreciated and rewarded. 

Later, Bose joined SSB 
officials, villagers, and students 
for a community meal, fos-
tering a spirit of unity. He 
also chaired a high-level secu-

rity meeting with senior SSB 
officers. 

The Panitanki border post, 
a critical trade and transit 
hub, holds historical signif-
icance as a base for the Nax-
albari movement in the 1960s. 
Established in 2007, it serves 
as the eastern gateway to 
Nepal and lies within the 
strategically sensitive “Chick-
en’s Neck” corridor. The area 
is prone to cross-border 
crimes such as illegal immi-
gration, smuggling, and  
drug trafficking, making the 
SSB’s role vital in maintaining 
security.

Chaos erupted at 
NBMC&H after intern 
Sunny Manna 
received a show 
cause notice for 
watching a match in 
the Lecture Theatre. 
Protests followed 
after Manna was 
attacked, with stu-
dents demanding jus-
tice.

T E N D E R
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Police seek space for outpost within JU campus
Calcutta High Court’s JusticeTirthankar Ghosh rules students must cooperate with Kolkata Police's Jadavpur University investigation
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A
mid the continuing 
crisis and tension 
in Jadavpur Uni-
versity over the 

ruckus within the university 
campus on 1 March, the 
Kolkata Police, on Wednes-
day, sent a communique to 
the university authorities 
seeking space within the 
campus to set up a police 
outpost there. 

The university authorities 
have confirmed the receipt 
of the communique from 
the city police and also 
claimed that any decision 
following allowing the setting 
up of a police outpost within 
the campus has not been 
reached as yet. 

However, admitted JU 
insiders, implementing the 
proposal for setting up a 
police outpost within the 
campus will not be an easy 
task since the responsibility 
of maintaining order within 
any campus rests with the 

educational institution 
authority concerned. 

"That is why the education 
institution authorities gen-
erally avoid the entry of cops 
within the campus to the 
best possible extent. In such 
a situation any decision to 
set up police outposts within 
the university is bound to 

face resistance not just from 
the students but also from 
a section of the teaching 
staff here," said a faculty 
member of Jadavpur Uni-
versity,  who requested 
anonymity. 

Already the Students' Fed-
eration of India (SFI), the 
CPI-M student wing, has 

objected to the proposal 
from the city police. 

Meanwhile, a single-judge 
Bench of the Calcutta High 
Court, on Wednesday, lifted 
the earlier ban on any political 
rally in the locality in the 
vicinity of the Jadavpur Uni-
versity (JU) campus till 13 
March without prior per-

mission of the court, which 
the same Bench had earlier 
imposed last week amid the 
prevailing and continuing 
tension in the area then over 
the ruckus within the uni-
versity premises on 1 March. 

Lift ing the ban on 
Wednesday, the single Bench 
of Justice Tirthankar Ghosh 

observed that the earlier 
order by his Bench on 8 
March had been enforced 
partially and the court is 
not keen to retain the respon-
sibility in the matter fur-
ther. 

Justice Ghosh also observed 
that henceforth the organi-
sations or parties desiring to 

conduct the rallies in the area 
will have to approach the 
administrative authorities con-
cerned for the permission and 
the latter would decide on the 
matter. 

In a related development, 
the Calcutta High Court, on 
Wednesday, directed a student 
of Jadavpur University to coop-

erate in the ongoing investi-
gation by Kolkata Police in 
the case of ruckus within the 
university campus on 1 March. 

On 10 March, a student of 
Jadavpur University 
approached the Calcutta High 
Court accusing the Kolkata 
Police of excesses against the 
students of the university, 
including him, in the name of 
investigation. 

The matter came up for 
hearing at the single Bench of 
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh on 
Wednesday. At the end of the 
hearing, Justice Ghosh said 
the court would not interfere 
in the matter, and the student 
concerned would have to 
cooperate with the investigating 
officials. 

Justice Ghosh also said that 
if the court gives relief to the 
petitioner in the matter from 
investigation just because the 
latter is a student, it would set 
a bad precedent. The next 
hearing is on 4 April. Justice 
Ghosh directed all parties in 
the case to file their respective 
affidavits by that date.

Leaders seek CM’s support for a peaceful Ram Navami rally
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
SILIGURI, 12 MARCH 

 
The Shri Ram Navami Mahot-
sav Samiti (SRNMS) in Siliguri 
has appealed to Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee for her 
cooperation in ensuring a 
smooth and respectful cele-
bration of Ram Navami on 6 
April. The Samiti has requested 
the temporary closure of all 
liquor shops from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on the day of the grand 
rally (shobha yatra), which 
will see thousands of devotees 
paying homage to Lord Ram. 

Addressing the media, 
Laxman Bansal, a represen-
tative of SRNMS, emphasised 
the cultural and spiritual sig-
nificance of the event. “We 
respectfully urge chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee to instruct 

administrative officials to 
shut down liquor outlets until 
4 p.m. on 6 April, as a mark 
of respect to Hindu Sanatan 
culture,” Mr Bansal stated. 
He also highlighted that the 
state government earns sig-
nificant revenue from liquor 
sales throughout the year, 
making this a modest request 

for a few hours of closure. 
The Samiti has already 

sought permission from local 
police authorities, submitting 
official letters to ensure coop-
eration and security for the 
massive gathering expected 
on 6 April. Mr Bansal stressed 
the importance of maintaining 
peace during the rally, urging 

the police to take strict action 
against any indiscipline that 
could disrupt the event. “We 
appeal to all devotees to main-
tain proper decorum and 
participate in this divine pro-
cession peacefully,” he added. 

This year marks the 14th 
anniversary of Ram Navami 
celebrations in Siliguri, which 
has grown into a major social 
and cultural event for devotees 
across North Bengal and 
Sikkim. Mr Bansal noted that 
the festival has become an 
example of samajik samrasta 
(social harmony), breaking 
barriers of caste, creed, and 
division. 

The Ram Navami cele-
brations will kick off on 31 
March, with a series of events 
leading up to the grand rally 
on 6 April.

Health experts sound alert on kidney malfunction
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH 

 
Manipal Hospitals have incor-
porated “Kidney Resignation” 
- a bold, disruptive campaign 
designed to grab attention 
and spark conversation aiming 
to convince people for kidney 
protection. 

The hospitals have imag-
ined a situation where the 
kidneys stop functioning. 

Just imagine about the 
largest ever mass resignations 
that India hasn’t recorded 
ever where 292 crore active 
participants have posed to 
wash their “hands” from their 
“tireless” routine. And this, 
“Would reduce life to a grind-
ing halt across the country, 
if not intervened on time,” 
several experts in the health-

care industry apprehend. 
The country, though has 

a current population of 146.39 
crore, still the strikers are 
just double the figure! “They 
are not men or women, but 
they lend their ‘hands’ to 
live a healthy life. They are 
the kidneys - one of the chief 
ingredients to run the show 
of human life,” said Dr 
Mohammed Fahad Khan, 
consultant, Nephrology, 
Manipal Hospital, Old Airport 
Road, Bengaluru. 

Dr Fahad’s allegorical nar-
ration ahead of the World 
Kidney Day runs like this: 
“Kidneys across the country 
have shockingly resigned 
leaving the entire medical 
community stunned.” Dr. 
Fahad, considering the gravity 
of the situation hurriedly 

carried the SOS call to Dr H 
Sudarshan Ballal, chairman, 
Manipal Hospitals that equally 
triggered off a horrifying 
response from the senior 
expert when Dr Fahad placed 
the resignation letter with a 
charter of demands from the 
kidney community. Dr Ballal 
reacted: “OMG ! This is alarm-
ing. They work sincerely 
throughout our life. We can’t 
let this happen. In my 50 
years of career I haven’t heard 
anything like this.” He added: 
“They are our loyal soldiers 
and keep us getting rid of 
waste products and toxins 
from our body.” 

After going through the 
charter of demands placed 
by the kidneys and a video 
clip forwarded by the kidney 
leaders, Dr Ballal said: “The 

demand list they served entire-
ly talks about our healthy 
life and better protection of 
our kidneys, which we need 
to accept for our benefit 
only.” 

The demand list includes: 
Improve lifestyle; Reduce 
processed food; Avoid unnec-
essary popping of painkillers; 
Give up on tobacco; Drink 
enough water; Control blood 
sugar & blood pressure; Get 
an annual kidney check-up. 

Dr Ballal also emphasised: 
“Kidney disease is largely 
preventable with simple 
lifestyle changes. Awareness 
is the first step towards better 
kidney health and people 
need to stay hydrated, eat 
right, pursue regular exercise, 
and get regular check-ups 
before it’s too late.”

Vasant Utsav 
at Bidhan 
Shishu Udyan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH 

 
Thousands of people gath-
ered to celebrate the Spring 
Festival 2025 at Bidhan 
Shishu Udyan. The event 
featured a performance by 
Bengal’s popular folk music 
group Dohar. A colourful 
procession involving young 
members, parents, and artists 
from Dohar started from 
Bidhan Shishu Udyan, circled 
around Hudco Mor and 
returned to the park. Songs 
like Ore Grihobashi and 
Fagun Hawaye Hawaye rent 
the air. 

The main event took 
place at the Kalikaprasad 
Open Stage, where spring 
was welcomed through 
dance, music, and poetry. 
Guests included Dr B C Roy 
Memorial Committee pres-
ident and secretary Sanjeev 
Dutta, and writer Chanchal 
Kumar Ghosh. 

Police recover bag with body stuffed inside, 2 nabbed
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH 

 
Kolkata police uncovered a 
murder plot in which a busi-
nessman was killed, his body 
stuffed into a trolley bag, 
and an attempt made to dis-
pose of it on Kalyani Express-
way, near Khardah in North 
24-Parganas. 

The victim, identified as 
Bhagarama Debasi, a textile 
trader from Rajasthan who 
lived in the Girish Park area, 
was allegedly murdered over 
an unpaid loan of Rs 8 lakh. 
The police recovered the 
trolley bag late on Tuesday 
night from the trunk of an 
app cab on Kalyani Express-
way. Inside, they found a 
body wrapped in a sack and 
sealed with cellophane tape. 
The victim’s mouth was 
taped, and there were injury 
marks on his neck, indicating 
strangulation. 

The investigation led to 
the arrest of Karan Singh, 
one of the two accused, while 
the second suspect, Krishpal 
Singh, initially escaped but 
was later caught near Muk-
taram Babu Street, close to 
Thanthania Kalibari in north 
Kolkata. According to police 
sources, Bhagarama Debasi 
had borrowed Rs 8 lakh from 
the accused but was delaying 
repayment. On Tuesday, 

Krishpal and Karan met him 
at Girish Park, where they 
allegedly laced his coffee 
with poison. Once he lost 
consciousness, they strangled 
him and slit his throat to 
ensure he was dead. 

They then stuffed his body 
into a blue trolley bag and 
first took it to Dum Dum’s 
Nagerbazar area. Around 9 
p.m, they hired an app cab 
to transport the bag towards 
Nadia, intending to dump 
it in a deserted spot near 
Kalyani Expressway. The 
accused’s plan was foiled 
due to the cab driver’s sus-
picions. Rahul Adhikari, the 
driver, became curious when 
the passengers asked him 
to stop suddenly in the middle 
of the road. When he ques-
tioned them, they became 
nervous and tried to bribe 
him to stay silent. Meanwhile, 
a patrolling police van arrived 
at the scene. Sensing trouble, 

Krishpal fled, but Karan was 
apprehended on the spot. 
Upon searching the trolley, 
police found the body, Rs 
65,000 in cash, and a blood-
stained weapon. After inter-
rogating Karan and tracking 
mobile tower locations, police 
traced and arrested Krish-
pal. 

Investigators believe the 
murder was premeditated, 
with the accused having 
already planned where to 
dispose of the body. The two 
suspects are currently being 
interrogated for more details. 
The case has drawn attention 
due to its similarity to a 
recent incident in Kumartuli, 
where a woman’s body was 
found stuffed inside a trolley 
bag. The app cab driver, 
aware of that case, had ques-
tioned the passengers about 
their suspicious luggage, 
ultimately leading to the dis-
covery of the crime.

TMC MLA hits back at Suvendu 
for communal comment
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 12 MARCH 

 
A fierce political face-off 
erupted after the Leader of 
Opposition, Suvendu 
Adhikari, issued a direct 
warning to Trinamul Con-
gress' (TMC) Muslim MLAs. 
Speaking outside the Assem-
bly on Tuesday, Adhikari 
had declared that once the 
BJP comes to power, these 
legislators would be "thrown 
onto the streets." His remarks 
sparked outrage, with TMC 
leaders strongly condemning 
the statement. 

On Wednesday, TMC MLA 
Humayun Kabir hit back, 
stating: "We will also not 
serve him sweets." Respond-
ing to Adhikari’s threat, Kabir 
asserted, "If he comes to 
attack us, should we offer 
him rosogollas? If he insults 
Muslim MLAs and threatens 
to throw them on the streets, 
we will respond accordingly. 
If he talks about throwing 
us, I will strike back." Kabir 
further warned Adhikari to 
withdraw his remarks within 
72 hours and apologise to 
Muslim MLAs, or else he 
would face consequences. 

"He will have to deal with 
42 minority MLAs. If he does 

not apologise within the 
given time, we will handle 
him in the Assembly itself. 
Moreover, he will not be 
allowed to enter Murshid-
abad. If he tries to, he will 
see our strength," Kabir 
asserted. Recalling a past 
political episode, Kabir 
reminded the Media that 
back in 2016, despite being 
TMC’s district observer, 
Adhikari was not allowed to 
enter Murshidabad. "He had 
to flee like a thief. From 
Krishnanagar Circuit House, 
he called Didi (Mamata Baner-
jee) and urged her not to 
give me a ticket. Eventually, 
I wasn’t given one, but the 
election results later proved 
everything," Kabir remarked. 

Meanwhile, BJP MLAs 

staged a massive protest 
inside the Assembly over 
Adhikari’s suspension. They 
tore papers and sat in protest 
outside the building, further 
intensifying the political ten-
sion in the state. With the 
war of words escalating 
between the ruling and oppo-
sition parties, the political 
atmosphere in Bengal 
remains highly charged up 
as both sides brace for a 
fierce electoral battle ahead. 

Pradesh Congress com-
mittee senior leader Soumya 
Aich Roy said it is the game 
plan of BJP and TMC to 
divide the vote bank of Bengal. 
"People must avoid these 
parties, who are trying to 
divide the state in the name 
of religion," he said.

Farm, 
construction 
workers prone to 
kidney  
diseases: Doctors

KANCHAN SIDDIQUI 
DURGAPUR, 12 MARCH 

 
Bengal is yet to wake up to 
the dangers of chronic kidney 
disease (CKD), which has 
deteriorated further due to 
desperate compromises in 
lifestyle and some hazardous 
work environments, claimed 
nephrologists ahead of World 
Kidney Day. 

"Rising temperatures in 
recent years and people's 
long-term exposure to sun-
light have also contributed 
to the increasing cases of 
persistent dehydration lead-
ing to CKD," said Dr Sheikh 
Mohammed Yunus, chief 
medical officer, West Bur-
dwan, today. He added: 
"Environmental pollution 
is another key factor, espe-
cially for labourers working 
close to chimneys, who are 
more susceptible to kidney 
ailments." CKD prevalence 
has  increased from 11.2 
per cent (2011-2017) to 16.38 
per cent (2018-2023) in 
adults in the country, accord-
ing to a systematic review 
by the National Library of 
Medicine revealed in 2021.

FESTIVE MOOD

Shopping for Doljatra or Holi at Burrabazar � MOUL MONDAL                                                                                  Kolkata Basanta Utsav at Maidan � BISWAJIT GHOSHAL
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KOLKATA, 12 MARCH 

 

C
ome Sunday and 
the state is to get its 
first spell of heat 
wave of the year. 

Four districts of south Bengal 
are set to sizzle for a few 
days with the weather office 
sounding a heat wave alert 
for them. 

Kolkata is also headed 
for hot and humid weather 
conditions this weekend 
brought by soaring day tem-
perature and increased 
humidity. 

According to the Regional 
Meteorological Centre, 
Kolkata, districts of West 
Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura 
and West Midnapore are to 
witness ‘heat wave conditions’ 
from 16 March. The weather 
scientists have tipped around 
five degrees rise in the day 
temperatures with the mer-
cury hitting 40 degrees Celsius 
mark in those districts. Even 
the other districts of south 
Bengal are to see hotter day 
temperatures when the mer-
cury would remain three to 
four degrees Celsius above 
normal. Like the tempera-

tures, the relative humidity 
is also anticipated to be high 
from that day. According to 
the forecast by the weather 
office in the city, the maxi-
mum relative humidity over 
coastal districts is likely to 
be 80-90 per cent and about 
70-80 per cent over interior 
districts. The minimum rel-
ative humidity is likely to be 
30-40 per cent during the 
heat wave period. 

The heat wave, as 
explained by the scientists 
at the weather department, 
is brought mainly dry westerly 
to north westerly winds that 

are likely to prevail over the 
region and consequently 
heat wave condition over 
the four districts of south 
Bengal from 16 March. The 
scientists have suggested to 
avoid prolonged heat expo-
sure and outside work from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the 
heatwave. They have also 
recommended to drink suf-
ficient water, even if not 
thirsty, to avoid dehydration 
and recognise the signs of 
heat rash or heat cramps 
such as weakness, dizziness, 
headache, nausea, sweating 
and seizures.

City, districts to have heat 
wave from Sunday: Met
South Bengal to face heat wave from 16 March, with temperatures expected to hit 40°C in four districts

IMA teaches students ways 
to make organic colours

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HOOGHLY, 12 MARCH 

 
The Indian Medical Associ-
ation (IMA), Serampore unit 
in an awareness programme 
on safety measures during 
Holi, has completely pro-
hibited the use of chemical 
toxic colours and encouraged 
the use of organic colours. 

The Paschim Banga Vigyan 
Manch district unit has come 
forward to teach school stu-
dents the method of prepa-
ration of organic colours 
from flowers and vegetables. 

The Serampore IMA 
branch president, Dr Pradeep 
Das, while speaking in a 
public awareness programme, 
warned against the use of 
chemical colours available 
in the market. He said most 
of the colours available in 
the open market are prepared 
with highly toxic chemicals 
such as Copper Sulphate, 
Lead, and Mercurous iodide, 
which are very harmful for 
the skin and eyes, causing 
skin allergies, loss of sight, 

and in some cases, blindness. 
The toxic colours can even 
have harmful effects on the 
liver, stomach, brain, and 
kidneys. Hence, the use of 
organic colours, prepared 
from flowers and vegetables 
are much safer. 

At the awareness pro-
gramme school and college 
students are being taught 
preparing organic colours 
from marigold, palash flowers, 
beetroot, and spinach leaves. 

Spokesperson of the vigyan 
manch Chandan Debnath 
said some of the common 
vegetables and flowers used 
to prepare dry Holi colours 
are quite safe and have no 
side effects. 

Some of the social welfare 
organisations have decided 
to use white abir (dry Holi 
colour) to send out the mes-
sage of safety and peace.

Forest department bans Holi 
celebrations in Sonajhuri

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BIRBHUM, 12 MARCH 

 
The forest department has 
banned playing of Holi within 
Sonajhuri Haat area in Santi-
niketan, this year. The Visva-
Bharati University (VBU) has 
already announced that this 
year it will not organise Vasanta 
Utsav officially. 

Though tourists will be 
allowed to enter and move 
around in the Sonajhuri Haat 
and Khowai areas, Dol Utsav 
will not be allowed. The forest 
department said that a large 
number of vehicles are also 
parked during the Holi festival, 
but this year, both playing od 
Holi and parking of vehicles 
have been banned in the core 

area. 
The Bolpur forest depart-

ment said that due to tourists 
and locals playing colours 
many trees and plants are 
damaged as both dry and 
water colours are littered 
around. To save the environ-
ment in Sonajhuri Haat no 
Holi festival will be allowed. 

Sonajhuri Haat is the most 
popular site in Santiniketan 
and hundreds of people visit 
throughout the year to purchase 
local handicrafts. Since 2020, 
the Visva-Bharati University 
has not organised Vasant. 
Instead, it organises the Dol 
Jatra festival internally. Due 
to the global outbreak of Covid-
19 Vasanta Utsav was organised 
in 2021 and 2022.

The IMA, Serampore, urged using organic 
colours for Holi instead of toxic chemical ones, 
warning of health risks. Students were taught 
to make safe colours from flowers and vegeta-
bles to promote safety and environmental 
awareness.

T      E      N      D      E      R
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BJP sweeps Haryana polls, wins 
nine of 10 municipal corporations
The Congress, which contested the state civic polls on its symbol for the first time, failed to open its account

Madagascar a 
steadfast partner  
of India: LS Speaker
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH 

 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
today said India holds Mada-
gascar in the highest regard 
as a cherished and reliable 
friend, as well as a steadfast 
partner in its journey of 
progress. 

He further emphasised 
that, in alignment with the 
"SAGAR" (Security and Growth 
for All in the Region) vision, 
Madagascar stands as a pivotal 
ally for India within the Indian 
Ocean realm. This invaluable 
partnership, he noted, plays 
an essential role in fortifying 
regional stability and nurturing 
economic prosperity across 
the region. 

Mr Birla made these 
remarks during a bilateral 
meeting with a Parliamentary 
Delegation from Madagascar 
led by President of the National 
Assembly of Madagascar Justin 
Tokely in the Parliament 
House Premises. 

During the meeting, he 
underscored that the rela-
tionship between India and 
Madagascar has historically 
been strong and that the two 
nations share a centuries-
old history of trade, culture, 
and mutual interaction. 

Guided by the principle 
of ‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’, 
India has always been at the 
forefront in offering help to 
neighboring countries espe-
cially during disasters, he 
said. 

Mr Birla mentioned about 
India’s proactive role in pro-
viding humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief (HADR) to 
Madagascar. India has sup-
ported various projects to 

contribute to the prosperity 
and socio-economic devel-
opment of Madagascar, which 
reflects India’s commitment 
to mutually beneficial devel-
opment, he noted. 

He also mentioned about 
significant role played by 
members of the Indian Dias-
pora in Madagascar in 
strengthening the friendship 
between the two countries. 
Shri Birla also expressed hap-
piness about the first 'Jaipur 
Foot Camp' organized in 
Madagascar, where hundreds 
of differently-abled individuals 
were provided with artificial 
limbs. 

Highlighting India’s dem-
ocratic tradition and frame-
work, Mr Birla stated that 
India is the world’s oldest 
and largest democracy in the 
world and has a legacy as the 
‘Mother of Democracy’. In 
India even thousands of years 
ago, democratic institutions 
made collective decisions for 
the people, he added. Empha-
sising that democracy is not 
merely a system of governance 
in India, but a cornerstone 
of its cultural and spiritual 
ethos, he said.

AGENCIES 
CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH 

 

T
he Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on 
Wednesday swept 
the Haryana civic 

polls, with its mayoral can-
didates winning Ambala, 
Gurugram, Hisar, Karnal, 
Rohtak, Faridabad, Yamu-
nanagar, Panipat, and Sonipat 
municipal corporations.  

The main Opposition Con-
gress bit the dust even in 
Rohtak, the stronghold of 
Bhupinder Hooda. 

The Congress, which con-
tested the state civic polls 
on its symbol for the first 
time, failed to open its account. 

In Manesar, independent 
candidate Inderjit Yadav 
defeated BJP's Sundar Lal by 
2,235 votes. 

In Gurugram, BJP's Raj 
Rani secured 270,781 votes, 
defeating Congress candidate 

Seema Pahuja by a margin 
of 179,485 votes, while in 
Faridabad, Parveen Joshi of 
the BJP won the seat with 
416,927 votes. 

In Hisar, Parveen Popli 
of the BJP won by a margin 
of 64,456 votes, while in 
Rohtak, Ram Avtar Valmiki 

of the BJP won by a margin 
of 45,198 votes. 

In Karnal, Renu Bala of 
the BJP won with 83,630 
votes, defeating Congress 
candidate Manoj Wadhwa, 
who received 25,359 votes. 
In Yamunanagar, Suman of 
the BJP won. 

In Ambala, Shailja Sachde-
va of the BJP won the mayor 
by-election, while in Sonipat, 
Rajiv Jain of the BJP secured 
57,858 votes to win the seat. 
In Panipat, Konal Saini of 
the BJP won with 1,62,075 
votes. 

Elated over the party's 
major victory, Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini told the 
media here: "The people of 
Haryana have put their stamp 
of approval on the triple 
engine government... I thank 
the people of Haryana from 
the bottom of my heart. Our 
local body government and 
this triple-engine government 
will play a crucial role in ful-
filling PM Narendra Modi's 

vision of 'Viksit Bharat'." 
Believing the civic body 

election results won't have 
much of an impact on the 
Congress, party veteran Hooda 
said, "The Congress must 
have gained in some areas, 
but I did not go anywhere 
during the elections. I don't 
think these results will have 
an impact." 

The BJP's sweep, especially 
in urban areas like Gurugram 
and Faridabad, proves its 
dominance over the state's 
political landscape that made 
history in October 2024 by 
becoming the first political 
party to win three consecutive 
terms in the state Assembly 
elections.

Nitish Kumar should resign and retire
from public life: Tejashwi Prasad Yadav

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
PATNA, 12 MARCH 

 
It is high time Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar resigns 
and retires from politics, 
and spends the rest of his 
life in some ashram listening 
to 'pravachan' (sermons). 
He is not in his senses to 
handle the future of 14 crore 
people of Bihar, said RJD 
leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 
on Wednesday. 

The Leader of Opposition 
in Bihar Assembly was furious 
at Kumar for reportedly mak-
ing demeaning comments 
at former chief minister and 
Tejashwi's mother Rabri 

Devi. 
Mocking Rabri Devi dur-

ing the budget session, Nitish 
Kumar has repeatedly said, 
“when her husband was sent 
to jail, he made her chief 
minister.” 

There was a huge uproar 
in the Bihar Legislative Coun-
cil on Wednesday following 
a verbal spat between Nitish 
Kumar and Rabri Devi. All 
opposition leaders later 
staged a walkout and sat on 
a dharna. After this, Leader 
of Opposition Tejashwi Yadav 
reached the council and 
came out with Rabri Devi. 

Addressing the media,
the RJD leader said: “We feel 

pity about him (Nitish 
Kumar). He has reached a 
stage where he needs people’s 
prayer. Such behaviour shows 
that he is not normal.” 

Tejashwi said: “Today he 
was making a gesture towards 
bindi on my mother’s fore-
head. He has objections to 
a woman’s right to dress 
herself. Earlier he did the 
same to another female 
member of the house Sheela 
Mandal. He has been making 
insulting remarks about 
women from various plat-
forms, about their dresses, 
their lifestyle. Even in the 
house he has made undig-
nified comments. He has 
lost all his morality. He should 
retire from public life.” 

“He keeps comparing 
himself with Lalu Prasad 
Yadav. Is there any com-
parison? He has no ideology, 
no policy and no social 
standings. Lalu Yadav never 
compromised with his prin-
ciples, while Nitish Kumar 
has been making flip flops 
throughout his life,” he 
added.

MP govt presents `4,21,032 crore budget; no new taxes levied
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BHOPAL, 12 MARCH

 
Madhya Pradesh Finance 
Minister Jagdish Dewda on 
Wednesday presented a budg-
et of Rs 4,21,032 crore for 
the financial year 2025-26 
in the state assembly, adding 
that the BJP-led state gov-
ernment has levied no new 
taxes.   

Dewda, who is also one 
of the two Deputy Chief Min-
isters of the state, presented 
the budget during the ongoing 
budget session of the Assem-
bly at Bhopal. This is the 
largest budget of the state 
till now.     

It was being expected that 
the finance minister might 
announce a reduction in the 

very high prices of petrol 
and diesel in Madhya Pradesh, 
but he did not. Similarly, 
there was no announcement 
about increasing the current 
monthly allocation of Rs 
1250 for the women benefi-
ciaries of the ‘Laadli Behna 
Yojana’.   

In his budget speech, 
Dewda stated, “This budget 
is for development. It focuses 
on the welfare of women, 
youth, poor, and farmers. 
We have taken care of every-
one.” 

“The budget is focused 
on GYAN (Garib, Yuva, Anna-
data and Nari) with an aim 
to doubling the size of the 
state budget in the next five 
years, increasing capital 
investment, extension of 

road, irrigation and power 
facilities, attracting invest-
ment for quality health facil-
ities and employment gen-
eration,” Devda said. 

He said the budget focuses 
on industry: infrastructure, 
welfare schemes, and agri-
culture. 

“With 2025 declared as 
the ‘Year of Industry’, the 
government aims to boost 
investment, tourism, and 
economic growth,” the 
finance minister said. He 
noted that about three lakh 
new jobs would be available 
in the industry sector. 

This year’s budget has an 
increase of Rs 48954 crore 
from last year’s budget of 
Rs 3.75 lakh crore. The budget 
for the financial year 2025-

26 is approximately 15 percent 
higher than the previous 
year's allocation. 

The finance minister said 
that the fiscal deficit has 
been estimated at 4 percent 
of the Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP), with a focus 
on doubling both the budget 
size and GSDP by 2029-30.   

He announced that the 
allowances for the state gov-
ernment employees would 
be revised as per the seventh 
pay commission with effect 
from 1 April 2025. 

Finance Minister Dewda 
allotted Rs 47296 crore for 
schemes for Scheduled Tribes 
and Rs 32633 crore for those 
for the Scheduled Castes. 

He allocated Rs 18669
crore for the ‘Laadli Behna 

Yojana’, Rs 1193 crore for 
‘Laadli Laxmi Yojana’, and 
Rs 17136 crore for ‘Jal Jeevan 
Misison’. 

Similarly, the finance min-
ister gave Rs 5220 crore for 
the ‘Chief Minister Kisan 
Kalyan Yojana’, Rs 2001 crore 
for the ‘Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana’, and Rs 1000 
crore for the ‘chief Minister 
Krishak Fasal Uparjan Rahat 
Yojana’. 

Lauding the budget, Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Dr Mohan Yadav said that 
this is a budget of trust for 
the development of all sec-
tions of society. It is a historical 
budget that will provide fur-
ther impetus to the state’s 
journey towards becoming 
a fully developed state.

Maha govt cracks down on fake birth and 
death certificates, amends registration laws
AGENCIES 
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH 

 
The Maharashtra government, 
on Wednesday, released a 
notification curbing measures 
to prevent Bangladeshis and 
Rohingyas from obtaining 
fake certificates in the state.  

State Revenue Minister 
Chandrashekhar Bawankule 
in his statement made in both 
the Houses of State Legislature 
that the menace of foreign 
nationals, taking advantage 
of loopholes in the government 
system to obtain birth and 
death registration certificates, 
will now be curbed. 

"The procedure for delayed 
birth and death registration 
has been finalised and 
announced that new changes 
will be implemented in Maha-
rashtra from today as per the 
government notification issued 
by the Public Health Depart-
ment. Three levels of verifi-
cation have been set for issuing 
these certificates which will 
be issued after fulfilling 17 
points. However, if the doc-
uments (evidence) attached 
by the applicant are found to 
be fake, immediate criminal 
action will be taken," the Min-
ister said. 

He added that the process 

for delayed registrations, as 
per the Birth and Death Reg-
istration Act of 1969 and 
Maharashtra Birth and Death 
Registration Rules of 2000, 
has been clearly defined. 

According to the Minister, 
the Birth and Death Regis-
tration Act, 1969, has been 
amended to ensure trans-
parency and curb the distri-
bution of fake certificates in 
birth and death registration. 

Accordingly, birth and 
death certificates will now be 
issued at a faster pace and 
direct criminal action will be 
taken if a false certificate is 
issued.

Oppn stages walkout as Maha govt ‘fails’ 
to increase aid under Ladki Bahin Yojana

AGENCIES 
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH  

 
The Opposition in the Maha-
rashtra Legislative Assembly 
on Wednesday created a 
ruckus and staged a walkout 
to protest the Mahayuti gov-
ernment's "failure" to increase 
the monthly financial aid to 
beneficiaries of the Ladki 
Bahin Yojana from Rs 1,500 
to Rs 2,100.   

The opposition claimed 
that the Mahayuti did not 
keep its poll promise. 

The issue was raised by 

NCP-SP legislator Rohit Pawar 
who said that the government 
has forgotten its promise as 
it had not hiked the monthly 
aid to Rs 2,100 for women 
beneficiaries of Ladki Bahin 
Yojana. He claimed that there 
had been no mention in the 
state Budget on Monday. 

Shiv Sena-UBT legislator 
Varun Sardesai demanded 
that the state government 
quickly pay the revised 
monthly financial aid to 
women beneficiaries. As 
there was no response from 
the government, the oppo-

sition walked out of the
Assembly. 

Notably, Deputy Chief 
Minister and Finance Minister 
Ajit Pawar after presenting 
the Budget of the Mahayuti 
government asserted: "We 
had only said during the 
Assembly election that we 
will increase the aid if voted 
to power. Have I ever made 
a statement about when the 
aid will be given? Show me. 
We will announce when there 
will be a rise and after that, 
the women beneficiaries will 
start getting it." 

Further, Chief Minister 
Fadnavis also said that the 
increased payout to beloved 
sisters is being worked out. 
During the debate on the 
annual Budget, the opposition 
leaders, including Jayant 
Patil, Vijay Wadettiwar, and 
Jitendra Awhad, among oth-
ers, allegedly slammed the 
government for not increasing 
the monthly aid to Rs 2,100 
for women beneficiaries.

Jharkhand eases 
excise constable 
recruitment 
rules, reduces 
race distance
AGENCIES 
RANCHI, 12 MARCH 

 
The Jharkhand government 
has amended the physical 
eligibility test criteria for 
excise constable recruitment, 
reducing the required race 
distance. Candidates will 
now have to complete a 
1,600-metre race in six min-
utes instead of the earlier 
10 km run.  The change 
comes in the wake of public 
outrage following the death 
of 19 candidates during last 
year’s constable recruitment 
race. The decision to amend 
the rule was approved during 
a Cabinet meeting chaired 
by Chief Minister Hemant 
Soren on Wednesday. 

The Cabinet approved 
a total of 31 proposals which 
included an amendment 
to the Mineral Bearing Land 
Cess Act, 2024 increasing 
the cess rate on minerals. 
Cabinet Secretary Vandana 
Dadel, while informing 
about the decision, stated 
that Jharkhand’s cess rate 
is lower compared to other 
mineral-rich states, prompt-
ing the revision. 

The Jharkhand Cabinet 
approved a proposal to 
classify storms and heat 
waves as disasters. 

This designation enables 
the government to imple-
ment disaster control meas-
ures and provide compen-
sation to affected individuals 
under disaster relief pro-
visions. The Additional Judi-
cial Commissioner-1 court 
in Ranchi has been desig-
nated as a special court to 
handle cases related to 
cheating in competitive 
examinations.

Madhya Pradesh gears up for 
Simhastha Kumbh-2028; 
`2,000cr allocated in Budget
AGENCIES 
BHOPAL, 12 MARCH 

 
To spruce up the temple town 
of Ujjain, which will host the 
‘Simhastha Kumbh’ in 2028, 
Madhya Pradesh Finance 
Minister Jagdish Devda has 
earmarked a handsome fund 
of Rs 2,000 crore while pre-
senting the state Budget for 
the fiscal year 2025-26 in state 
Assembly on Wednesday.  

The historic city of Ujjain 
– known for Lord Shiva’s 
Mahakal temple, will host 
'Simhastha Kumbh’ and cap-
tivate thousands of devotees 
in 2028. 

The Simhastha Kumbh is 
a unique and sacred gathering 
observed when, according 
to Hindu astrology, Jupiter 
transitions into the Leo con-
stellation, known as Simha 
Rashi. 

This extraordinary Kumbh 
Mela is held in the holy city 

of Ujjain. 
This allocation stands 

apart from the Rs 18,715 crore 
designated for urban devel-
opment, a figure that exceeds 
last year's allocation by nearly 
Rs 2,000 crore. 

The funds are intended 
to enhance the city's infra-
structure and ensure it is 
ready to host thousands of 
devotees expected to attend 
this mega religious congre-
gation. 

The funds will be directed 
towards carefully designed 
development projects, all 
slated for completion before 
2028, ensuring a city capable 
of accommodating pilgrims 
in a proper manner, the min-
ister told the state Assembly. 

During a visit to Ujjain 
last year in December, Union 
Health Minister J.P. Nadda 
joined Chief Minister Mohan 
Yadav in reviewing plans for 
Simhastha 2028.

VP Dhankhar 
discharged 
from AIIMS
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH 

 
Vice-President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar was discharged 
from the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
here on Wednesday. He 
was  admitted to AIIMS 
early Sunday morning after 
complaining of chest pain 
and uneasiness. 

“Vice-President of India 
Jagdeep Dhankhar was 
admitted to All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) New Delhi on 
March 9, following car-
diac-related ailments. After 
receiving necessary care 
by the medical team at 
AIIMS, he made satisfactory 
recovery and was dis-
charged on March 12,” the 
AIIMS said in a statement. 

The premier institute 
said he has been advised 
to take adequate rest for 
the next few days. 

Meanwhile, the Vice-
President expressed his 
gratitude to the medical 
team for their dedication 
and meticulous attention 
to him while he was admit-
ted to AIIMS. 

In a post on X,  Dhankhar 
wrote, “Deeply appreciate 
the exemplary care and 
professionalism of the 
medical team at AIIMS, 
New Delhi, from my admis-
sion on March 9 to dis-
charge on March 12. Their 
dedication and meticulous 
attention ensured a smooth 
recovery.”

Rajasthan Assembly passes three 
bills amid opposition walkout
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
JAIPUR, 12 MARCH 

 
Amid ruckus and walkout 
by the opposition Congress 
members, the Rajasthan 
assembly passed three crucial 
bills within an hour on 
Wednesday. 

Altogether, five bills were 
on the agenda of the House 
on Wednesday. Of these, the 
GST Amendment Bill 2024—
meant to replace—the GST 
Amendment Ordinance 2024, 
the Bikaner Development 
Authority Bill 2025, and the 
Bharatpur Development 
Authority Bill 2025 were 
passed by voice vote in the 
absence of Congress. The 
Appropriation Bill 2025-26 
and the Rajasthan Finance 
Bill 2025-26 were also sched-
uled to be passed by the 
House later in the evening. 

The 66-member principal 
opposition group walked out 
of the House in protest against 
the hasty passage of the three 
bills without due debate. The 
party demanded that they 
be referred to the Select Com-
mittee of the House. 

From the onset, the oppo-
sition members were unhappy 
with the government's "hasty" 
approach to legislative busi-
ness. Their frustration grew 
further due to allegedly incom-
plete or unsatisfactory replies 
from ministers during the 
Question Hour. 

In such an instance, 
Leader of the Opposition 
(LoP) Tika Ram Julie tried 
to intervene, seeking a due 
reply from Ground Water 
Minister Kanhaiya Lal Choud-
hary to his party colleague. 

However, Speaker 
Vasudev Devnani did not 
allow him, stating: "The LoP 
shouldn't rise every time to 
intervene. The ensuing verbal 
exchange between Devnani 
and the members of the 
Opposition benches led to 
an uproar. 

LoP Julie said, "I am duty-
bound to assist opposition 
members in obtaining the 
necessary information from 
ministers who fail to provide
proper replies or come unpre-
pared. The treasury benches 
try to prevent the opposition 
from expressing our views."

In Ambala, Shailja Sachdeva of the BJP won the 
mayor by-election, while in Sonipat, Rajiv Jain 
of the BJP secured 57,858 votes to win the 
seat. In Panipat, Konal Saini of the BJP won 
with 1,62,075 votes.
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The delimitation meeting will discuss and formulate strategies to oppose the central govt
LAKSHMANA VENKAT KUCHI 
BENGALURU, 12 MARCH 

 

K
arnataka Congress will consult 
its high command in Delhi 
before deciding on participating 
in the Lok Sabha delimitation 

meeting convened by Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister and DMK supremo MK Stalin. 
A DMK delegation comprising Tamil 
Nadu Forest Minister Ponnumudi and 
Rajya Sabha member MM Abdulla 
called on Chief Minister S Siddaramaiah 
and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shiv-

akumar at Vidhan Soudha on Tuesday, 
briefing them about the meeting and 
inviting them to attend it. The delimitation 
meeting convened by Stalin will discuss 
and formulate strategies to oppose 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHENNAI, 12 MARCH 

 
Amid the continuing war of 
words between Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and the ruling DMK 
in Tamil Nadu over the NEP 
and its attendant three-lan-
guage policy, DMK parlia-
mentary Party Leader Kani-
mozhi Karunanidhi, MP, has 
asked the former to ‘stop twist-
ing facts’ with regard to the 
2024 letter from the Tamil 
Nadu government on PM SHRI 
schools. 

She was responding to 
Pradhan sharing the letter, 
which he claimed as having 
given consent for the PM SHRI 
Schools and accusing Chief 
Minister MK Stalin and his 
party MPs of “Stacking lies as 
high as they want, but the 
truth doesn’t bother knocking 

down when it comes crashing 
down.” 

In a stern rebuttal, Kani-
mozhi, also the DMK’s Deputy 
General Secretary and the 
party’s woman face, denied 
that the letter written last year 
had agreed to implement the 
NEP or the three-language 
policy. “This letter clearly states 
that Tamil Nadu will accept 
PM SHRI schools only based 

on our State Government-led 
committee's recommendations 
and not on your Union Gov-
ernment’s recommendation. 
Nowhere have we mentioned 
accepting the three-language 
policy or NEP in its entirety. 
Whatever is acceptable to 
Tamil Nadu, we will accept – 
nothing more, nothing less. 
Stop twisting facts,” she wrote 
in a post on ‘X’.

BJP shares photo of 
Ranya Rao with K’taka 
CM, raises questions

AGENCIES 
BENGALURU, 12 MARCH 

 
The BJP's Karnataka unit on Wednesday 
shared a picture claiming it to be of actor 
Ranya Rao's wedding day photo in which 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and state 
Home Minister G. Parameshwara can be 
seen.  

The photo was shared by the BJP Karnataka 
on its X handle. 

Ranya Rao was arrested by the Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) on March 3 
after she arrived from Dubai with gold 
bars worth Rs 14.56 crore. 

In its caption, the BJP questioned the 
Congress party, demanding that it reveal 
the names of two Ministers who are allegedly 
connected to Ranya Rao. 

Leader of Opposition R. Ashoka, com-
menting on the development, stated, “I 
don’t have details about this right now. 
Every day, the media discusses the alleged 
nexus between Ministers and the accused. 
This scam is not recent; it has been happening 
for the past five years. It is not just about 
the 14 kilograms of gold seized from the 
actress -- after the investigation, it could 
turn out to be 140 kilograms.” 

However, Deputy Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar maintained that there was no 
scam. “But the people of Karnataka believe 
it is a major scam,” Ashoka said. 

“On the other hand, Shivakumar is 
giving a clean chit. This case should be 
investigated by the CBI and central agencies 
-- they will reveal the real culprit and deter-
mine the extent of hawala transactions. 
Shivakumar does not represent any inves-
tigating agency,” Ashoka added. 

“As Deputy Chief Minister, giving a 
clean chit in an ongoing investigation is a 
mistake,” Ashoka pointed out. 

When asked about the controversy,
Congress MLA Rizwan Arshad said, “There 
will be photos of Ranya Rao and many 
others at various social functions with BJP 
leaders as well. If the seriousness of a case 
is decided based on a single photograph 
from a social gathering, then this case is 
politically motivated.” 

“Secondly, I want to ask the BJP that 
within 40 days of alleged gold smuggler 
Ranya Rao applying for 12 acres of land 
with the Karnataka Industrial Areas Devel-
opment Board (KIADB), her application 
was approved, and she was allotted the 
land by the BJP government at the very 
end of their tenure,” Arshad said. 

“I want to ask BJP leaders -- was there 
a special service for smugglers under your 
government? A common businessman 
would never have been allotted land worth 
crores within 50 days during the BJP’s 
tenure. Now, they are preaching us and 
pointing fingers at us?” Arshad added. 

“The CBI should investigate all BJP 
leaders involved in allotting 12 acres of 
land within 40 days to her. The BJP should 
clarify whether she is an industrialist or a 
smuggler,” he demanded. 

Minister for Medical Education Sharan 
Prakash Patil stated, “Everyone knows how 
the Central government functions. They 
are using the CBI, ED, and IT departments 
as extensions of their party. No Congress 
Minister is involved in this. Maybe, BJP 
leaders are, but I am not aware.” 

BJP MLC C.T. Ravi said that big names 
were being discussed in connection with 
the Ranya Rao case.  

“The role of two Ministers is also under 
scrutiny. Who are these Ministers? What 
was their involvement, and what did they 
receive in return? This should be  
investigated,” he said.

Stop twisting facts, Tamil Nadu govt 
letter doesn’t even mention 3-language  
policy: Kanimozhi’s rebuttal to Pradhan

Stalin invites K’taka CM for 
his meet on delimitation

fight the central government’s initiative, 
which is feared to reduce the political 
strength of South India, where all states 
have excelled in population control 
and could lose seats in Parliament, or 
see proportional decrease in the number 
of seats as compared to north Indian 
states like Bihar, UP, Madhya Pradesh, 
and Rajasthan, which have witnessed 
increase in population. 

Speaking to media persons after the 
TN delegation called on them with the 
invite, Shivakumar said, “Tamil Nadu 
CM Stalin has taken the lead in mobilising 
a protest against the Centre’s Lok Sabha 
constituency delimitation exercise, which 
will reduce the number of seats for Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Telangana. Stalin’s repre-
sentatives met me and CM Siddaramaiah 
and extended the invitation.” 

He said: “The ruling party of Tamil 
Nadu is our alliance partner, and we 

are in agreement with their stance 
on the delimitation exercise. As we 
are a national party, we need to 
discuss this with our party high com-
mand. We will decide on the next 
steps after seeking their advice and 
have informed our counterparts from 
Tamil Nadu about the same. The del-
egation from Tamil Nadu also discussed 
various aspects with us, including 
language. It is time we work together 
to uphold our self-respect,” the Deputy 
Chief Minister said. 

Stalin has taken on the central 
government over the three-language 
formula, which the state has opposed 
for the past many decades. He is 
rallying opposition-ruled states against 
delimitation and is now engaged in 
an intense battle with the Centre over 
the language issue, as the latter pushes 
the state to accept the National Edu-
cation Policy.

   
 
I, DIPALI Kar Dey, of 3/A, 
Khanpur Road, Naktala, 
Kol.-47, corrected my good 
name Dipali Kar Dey by an 
Affidavit No. 18005, sworn 
before Ld. J.M. 1st Class at 
Alipore, Kol.-27 dt. 07-03-25 
from Dipali Dey. 
 
 
 
I, KRISHNA Kumar 
Acharya, S/o. Late Sridhar 
Acharya, have affirmed 
before the Ld. Judicial 
Magistrate, 3rd Court, 
Bankura by an affidavit on 
01-03-2025 that henceforth 
in all future transactions my 
daughter shall be known as 
Kankana Acharya instead of 
Alankrita Acharya. 
 
 
 
I, SNEHA Rith, R/o. 5/1, 
Chakraborty Para Lane, 
P.O.: Bally, Dist.: Howrah-
711201 have changed my 
father's name Kamakha 
Rith, Kamakhya Rith to 
Kamakha Charan Rith 
before the 1st Class Judicial 
Magistrate CJM Court, 
Kolkata vide Affidavit No. 
4542 dated 30-09-2024. 
Kamakha Rith & Kamakhya 
Rith and Kamakha Charan 
Rith both are same and one 
identical person. 
 
 
 
 I, SANTOSH Bharti, 
daughter of Ashok Kumar, 
am a resident of 5/19B, 
Sevak Baidya Street, Dover 
Terrace, Sarat Bose Road, 
P.O.: Sarat Bose Road, 
District: Kolkata, West 
Bengal-700029, on dated 
10-02-2015 appeared 
before the Ld. Magistrate of 
1st Class, at Alipore and 
made an affidavit, being 
vide Affidavit No. 
11116/2025. As stated there-
on my correct and actual 
name is Santosh Bharti and 
my son's actual name is 
Aviral Kumar.  
 
 
 
I (NO.-15414434L) Hav 
Goutam Panda, R/o. Vill. & 
P.O.: Sibarampur, P.S.: 
Nandigram, Dist.: Purba 
Medinipur (WB), Pin-
721650, have changed my 
wife name from Chitra 
Lekha Panda to Chitralekha 
Panda vide Affidavit No.-67 
Dt.-04 Mar., 25 for all future 
purposes. 
 
 
 
I, DIVIJ Choudhary, S/o. 
Rajiv Choudhary, 783 
Anandapur East Kolkata-
700107. I have changed my 
name & shall henceforth be 
known as Ishay as declared 
before the Notary Public 
Howrah Court vide an affi-
davit dated 7-3-2025. Divij & 
Ishay both are same & iden-
tical person. 

Classified

CHANGE OF NAMEPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
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The exercise aimed to strengthen coordination between ground and air forces
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, 12 MARCH 

 

I
n a significant demon-
stration of joint opera-
tional readiness, the Indi-
an Army and the Indian 

Air Force (IAF) conducted a 
Synergized Interoperability 
Exercise in the Jammu region. 

The exercise aimed to 
strengthen coordination 
between ground and air 
forces, ensuring seamless 
integration of aerial and land-
based operations in dynamic 
battlefield scenarios. 

By refining joint opera-
tional tactics, this exercise 
reinforced the ability of both 
forces to respond swiftly and 
effectively to real-time chal-
lenges, particularly in high-
threat environments. 

Under the aegis of Tiger 
Division, the exercise simu-
lated real-world operational 
conditions, with IAF heli-
copters executing a precise 
airlift of Army troops from a 
designated mounting base. 
The troops were then inserted 

into terrain characterised by 
dense vegetation and thick 
undergrowth. This complex 
insertion manoeuvre tested 
the forces’ ability to operate 
cohesively in challenging 
environments, where mobility 
and coordination are crucial 
for mission success. 

Following the insertion, 

the troops executed a simu-
lated combat assault, engag-
ing in coordinated manoeu-
vres designed to neutralize 
threats in a high-risk envi-
ronment. 

The exercise also incor-
porated surveillance oper-
ations, precision firepower 
tactics, and rapid troop extrac-

tion, ensuring that personnel 
were prepared for complex 
missions requiring agility 
and strategic decision-mak-
ing. 

The training provided an 
opportunity for soldiers and 
aircrew to rehearse real-time 
battlefield contingencies, 
improving reaction times 

and enhancing overall pre-
paredness. 

The Indian Army and the 
Indian Air Force continue 
to invest in joint training 
initiatives, enhancing their 
ability to conduct multi-
domain operations in varied 
terrains. 

This synergised interop-
erability exercise reaffirmed 
their commitment to main-
taining a high state of oper-
ational readiness, ensuring 
that both forces remain well-
prepared to safeguard nation-
al security and respond to 
emerging threats effectively. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH 

 
President Droupadi Murmu, 
in her address at the convo-
cation ceremony of Panjab 
University (PU), Chandigarh, 
on Wednesday, called upon 
the youth to extend a helping 
hand to those who are left 
behind in the journey of 
development and bring them 
forward.    

She said our youth must 
have compassion, sensitivity 
and patriotism. “It is the duty 
of all youth to contribute 
significantly to the develop-
ment of the country and its 
citizens. Capable youth like 
you must work for the back-
ward and underprivileged 
sections of the country,” the 

President said. 
“While moving towards 

your goals, you must keep 
in mind that you must extend 
a helping hand to those who 
are left behind in the journey 
of development and bring 
them forward. Only then will 
inclusive and sustainable 
development be possible. I 
am confident that you will 
live up to the expectations 
of the country and society,” 
she said. 

“Along with realising your 
dreams, you can make effec-
tive contributions to the soci-
ety, nation and the world 
through your efforts and far-
sighted thinking. Your asso-
ciation with your university 
should not end. I hope that 
the education and experience 

you received at Punjab Uni-
versity will help you move 
forward towards success in 
life,” she said. 

On the achievements of 
the Panjab University, the 
President said in the last 140 
years, it has developed as a 
major centre of higher edu-
cation. This university has 
made its own identity in aca-
demic, sports, research, and 
cultural fields. She was happy 
to note that this university 
has won the Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad Trophy 17 times. 
She called it a testimony to 
the dedication and determi-
nation of the athletes of this 
University. Manu Bhaker and 
Sarabjot Singh, students of 
this university, have made 
the country extremely proud 
by winning medals at the 
2024 Paris Olympics. 

The President appreciated 
Punjab University for pro-
moting academia-industry 
linkage. She urged the uni-
versity's policy makers to 
work more on university-
industry linkage and future-
readiness. She said that the 
university’s subjects should 
be application-based edu-
cation. Education should 
support students in their life 
journey.

Punjab govt provides financial 
assistance of ̀  437.15 cr to PwDs

J-K leaders question 
Centre’s ban on Mirwaiz’s 
Awami Action Committee
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, 12 MARCH 

 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah on 
Wednesday expressed his 
reservations on the ban 
imposed by the Centre on 
the Awami Action Committee 
(AAC) of Hurriyat leader Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq, even as 
the other Valley-based political 
leaders described it a step 
towards intimidation and 
disempowerment of Kash-
miris.  

He said the Centre has 
not shared any intelligence 
with his government that 
could have warranted the 
ban on Mirwaiz Umar 
Farooq's Awami Action Com-
mittee (AAC), and asserted 
he was not in favour of such 
decisions.    

The Centre had on Tuesday 
banned the AAC, headed by 
Kashmir's chief cleric Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq, and Shia leader 
Masroor Abbas Ansari-led 
Ittihadul Muslimeen (IM) for 
five years for their alleged 

anti-national activities, sup-
porting terrorism and fuelling 
secessionist activities.     

“I do not know the basis 
of the ban. This is not under 
the purview of the elected 
government in J&K and the 
intelligence on the basis of 
which it has taken place has 
not been shared with us,” 
Omar told reporters at Gul-
marg after the culmination 
of the fifth edition of the 
Khelo India Winter Games. 

However, Omar said: “On 
principle, we have never been 
in favour of such decisions”.    

“Since the Mirwaiz was 
released from house arrest, 
I have not seen any objec-
tionable statements from 
him, but we do not have any 
information about the reasons 
behind the ban. (But), we 
will see what to do about it 
in the future,” he added. 

In a post on X, Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq wrote: “Strongly 
condemn the ban on Awami 
Action Committee and declar-
ing it an “Unlawful Associa-
tion”. 

Extend helping hand to those left behind: 
President Murmu at PU convocation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH  

 
Punjab Social Security, 
Women, and Child Develop-
ment Minister Dr Baljit Kaur 
has stated that financial assis-
tance amounting to Rs 437.15 
crore has been provided for 
the welfare of persons with 
disabilities (PwDs) in the 
state. 

Providing further details, 
Dr Baljit Kaur mentioned that 
approximately 2.71 lakh ben-
eficiaries have been covered 
under this scheme, receiving 
financial assistance from the 
department totalling Rs 437.15 
crore. 

She further highlighted 
that the Punjab government 
has allocated a budget of Rs 
461.50 crore for the welfare 
of persons with disabilities 
in the current financial year. 

Cabinet Minister Dr Kaur 
reiterated that the govern-
ment, under the leadership 
of Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann, is committed 
to assisting the poor and 
needy. 

She urged officials to ensure 
that eligible beneficiaries 
receive financial assistance 
on time. Additionally, she 
warned that any officer or 
employee found negligent in 
implementing government 

Army, Air Force hold joint 
exercise for swift response

The exercise also 
incorporated surveil-
lance operations, pre-
cision firepower tac-
tics, and rapid troop 
extraction, ensuring 
that personnel were 
prepared for complex 
missions requiring 
agility and strategic 
decision-making.

schemes would not be 
spared. 

Dr Baljit Kaur also 
appealed to officials to imple-
ment social security schemes 
with complete transparency, 
ensuring that maximum 
people benefit from them.

Haryana CM hails civic poll results as 
people’s stamp on good governance
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHANDIGARH, 12 MARCH 

 
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini, welcoming the 
results of the local body elec-
tions in the Vidhan Sabha 
on Wednesday, said the out-
come of today’s elections 
has proven that the people 
of the state are with the devel-
opment, transparency, and 
good governance. 

He said with a substantial 
majority, the people have 
provided the third engine 
to the cities for the non-
stop development of the 
state. Along with the rural 
areas, cities have a big respon-
sibility in the path of realizing 
the vision of developed India. 

Chief Minister Saini 
expressed the confidence 

that under the newly-elected 
leadership, the governments 
of cities would accelerate 
development and public 
service in alignment with 
the aspirations of the peo-
ple. 

He extended his gratitude 
to the people of the state, 
the State Election Commis-
sion, and all the officers and 
staff involved in ensuring 
the peaceful conduct of the 
local body elections in the 
state. 

As per reports, the BJP 
has registered a massive win 
in nine out of 10 municipal 
corporation elections. It suf-
fered the only defeat in the 
mayoral poll in Manesar 
MC, where its candidate 
Sunder Lal lost to Inderjeet 
Yadav.



C M Y K

“Making the dra -
gon and ele-
phant dance 
is the only 

right choice,” says China’s For-
eign Minister Wang Yi as he 
extends a friendly hand to India 
to bolster the democratisation 
of global relations while stren -
gthening the Global South. 
Wang’s words echo former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s famous quote, “Friends 
can be changed, but not neigh-
bours”. 

India and China share a 
border of over 3,000 kilometres, 
a cultural and spiritual history 
of over 2,000 years, and urgent 
common challenges ~ making 
their partnership not just strate-
gic but essential. 

One of the most profound 
links is Buddhism, which origi-
nated in India in the 5th century 
BC and spread to China by 67 
BC. Indian scholars such as 
Kumarajiva and Bodhidharma 
played significant roles in shap-
ing Chinese Buddhist traditions, 
while Chinese travellers like 
Xuanzang and Faxian visited In -
dia, documenting their experi-
ences and facilitating deeper 
understanding between the two 
nations. 

The Southern Silk Road, 
which connected Pataliputra 
(modern Patna) to Xi’an by the 
2nd century BC, facilitated flows 
of goods, ideas and diplomacy, 
thus creating prosperity. 

Kanishka, the Kushan emp -
eror (127–150 AD), significantly 
influenced China through Silk 
Road exchanges. A key patron of 
Buddhism, his Fourth Buddhist 
Council promoted Mahayana 
teachings, which spread to Chi -
na via missionaries and translat-
ed texts. Trade networks under 
his rule connected China to 
Central Asia. 

Following their respective 
independence in the mid-20th 
century ~ India in 1947 and 
China in 1949 ~ both countries 
embarked on paths of nation-

building and economic reforms. 
Today, China and India face 

similar concerns, amplified by 
their status as the world’s most 
populous nations ~ India at 1.44 
billion and China at 1.41 billion 
(2023 estimates).  

These challen ges demand 
collaboration over competition. 
Managing such 
vast demographics 
strains resources, 
infrastructure and 
governance. Creat-
ing Employment is 
a big challenge 
that needs innova-
tive policies. Joint 
ventures in manu-
facturing, technol-
ogy and green en -
ergy could gener-
ate jobs. 

Both nations 
struggle with gen-
der imbalances 
rooted in deep-
seated cultural 
pre ferences for sons. India’s sex 
ratio at birth is 933 girls per 
1,000 boys (2024), while Chi na’s 
is 923 females per 1,000 boys 
(2023). In India, dowry pressures 
and inheritance norms drive 
families to favour sons, often 
leading to sex-selective abor-
tions ~ despite the law banning 
such practices.  

China’s former one-child 
policy (1979–2015) inadvertently 
intensified son preference, as 
families prioritised male heirs. 
This resulted in millions of 
“missing” girls in both countries, 
despite campaigns like India’s 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao and 
China’s Care for Girls. Both na -
tions need to work together on 
this challenge to achieve gender 
equality. 

India’s urban population is 
35 per cent (rising to 50 per cent 
by 2050), while China’s is 64 per 
cent (World Bank, 2023), strain-
ing housing, sanitation, and 
transport. Joint urban planning 
initiatives, such as smart city 
tech exchanges, could ease the -

se growing pains.  
Both countries face severe 

air pollution (e.g., Delhi’s AQI 
often exceeds 300; Beijing’s 
PM2.5 levels hit 137 in 2023) and 
water scarcity. Collaborative 
renewable energy projects could 
provide a solution. 

China has experienced sig-
nificant viral dis-
ease outbreaks like 
SARS and the re -
cent pandemic, 
with its dense cit -
ies am plifying tra -
nsmission risks. 
On the other hand, 
India battles a ris-
ing tide of non-
communicable di -
seases (NCDs), sp -
ecifically cardio-
vascular diseases 
and diabetes, whi -
ch account for 
over 30 per cent of 
all deaths. 

Genetic fac-
tors may also play a role in these 
health challenges ~ viral suscep-
tibility in China and NCD preva-
lence in India ~ potentially 
linked to both nations’ pra ctices 
of marrying within caste or clan 
groups. A combined effort in 
genetic and medical research 
could offer innovative solutions. 

A proposed Sino-Indian 
Genomic Initiative could merge 
China’s biobanks (China Kad -
oorie Biobank) with India’s Ge -
nome Project to map disease 
pathways. The combined data -
set would dwarf others like UK 
Biobank in scale and diversity, 
addressing health disparities 
ignored by Western-centric 
research. 

Imagine identifying a gene 
variant in Indian populations 
that increases diabetes risk. By 
cross-referencing China’s data, 
researchers might find that the 
same variant behaves differently 
in East Asians due to lifestyle or 
environmental factors. This cou -
ld lead to tailored prevention 
strategies for both nations. 

If successful, it could map 
diseases like diabetes (over 7 
crore cases in India) or viral risks 
(like SARS), reducing the global 
disease burden costs by billions 
of dollars and fast-tracking Sus-
tainable Development Goal 
(SDG) targets for Good Health 
by five to 10 years. 

Further, both nations boast 
rich traditional medicine sys-
tems ~ India’s Ayurveda and 
China’s Traditional Chinese 
Medicine (TCM) ~ rooted in 
cen turies of holistic practice. 
Joint research on herbal reme-
dies (e.g., turmeric vs. ginseng) 
can help develop affordable 
treatments to address health 
burdens. 

India’s I.T. industry, a $200 
billion powerhouse (NASSCOM, 
2023), excels in software services 
and outsourcing, while China 
dominates hardware manufac-
turing and AI development. Col-
laboration in the I.T. sector ~ 
including joint R&D hubs and 
tech parks could create high-
skill jobs and employ millions. 

China and India should 
build on their historical frater-
nity and shared challenges. Joint 
initiatives ~ gender equity pro-
grammes to combat son prefer-
ence, health collaborations to 
address health issues over-
looked by the West and I.T. part-
nerships to employ youth ~ 
could yield mutual benefits. 

As Wang Yi said, “If we work 
together, the strengthening of 
the Global South will have a 
brighter future.” The elephant 
and dragon, once partners in 
peace along the Silk Road under 
legends like Kanishka, must 
dance again ~ tackling cultural, 
environmental and health chal-
lenges together ~ not just for 
their own sake, but for a bal-
anced, peaceful world.    

Lake Ma n asarovar, believed 
to clea nse sins and bestow en -
lighte nment, reopening to Indi-
ans this year after a gap of five 
years, appears to be an auspicio -
us beginning in this direction.

THE governing Liberal Party elected for-
mer central banker Mark Carney its 
leader on Sunday. Carney will thus suc-
ceed Justin Trudeau as prime minister 
after he is sworn in in the coming days, 
at a critical juncture as Canada add -
resses the challenge of US President 
Donald Trump's trade war. Despite 
having little political experience ~ he 
has never been elected as a member of 
parliament ~ Carney's long track record 
as governor of the Bank of Canada dur-
ing the global financial crisis and gov-
ernor of the Bank of England during the 
Brexit negotiations is believed to be the 
main reason for his election victory. 

But the test awaiting the future 
Canadian leader this time is very differ-
ent from that of the difficult times he 
once led the central banks through, as 
it does not originate from the imbalance 
of financial or economic laws, but the 
rise of unilateralism, protectionism and 
hegemony based on a surge of pop-
ulism in the US. So to pass the test 
entails the former central banker 
demonstrating not only financial acu-
men but more importantly political wis-
dom, vision and courage. 

Unlike his predecessor, who has 
appeared “weak” in front of the US' 
assertiveness, Carney, as predicted, 
talked tough on the US when address-
ing a crowd of Liberal supporters after 
the result of the leadership contest was 
announced on Sunday evening. “We 
didn’t ask for this fight, but Canadians 
are always ready when someone else 

drops the gloves,” he said. But although 
he promised to face down Trump’s 
threats to impose tariffs and annex 
Canada, saying, “America is not Cana-
da, and Canada never, ever will be part 
of America in any way”, how Carney will 
translate his strong language on the 
stage in Ottawa into practical solutions 
to those twin challenges is far less clear. 

That Trudeau’s 50-minute tele-
phone call with Trump on Wednesday 
was reported as being “profanity-laden” 
clearly indicates that the US leader is 
determined to press ahead with the 
pressure he is putting on Canada. Fur-
ther evidence of that is the new tariffs 
Trump threatened to impose on Friday 
on Canadian lumber and dairy prod-
ucts, one day after offering Canada a 
one-month reprieve on punishing, vir-
tually across-the-board 25 percent tar-
iffs. As well as Trump’s trade pressure, 
Carney has a host of domestic political, 
economic and social problems to tackle. 
The fast rising living costs and balloon-
ing national debt over the past nine 
years under the Liberal Party have 
undermined public confidence in his 
party’s leadership and he will have to 
deal with the challenge from the oppo-
sition parties led by the Conservative 
Party under the stewardship of the pop-
ulist leader Pierre Poilievre in parlia-
ment. The opposition parties will be 
alert to how Carney will deal with the 
US trade blows, further squeezing the 
space for his maneuvers as the US 
leader heightens his threats. As such, 
the future Canadian lead er has no rea-
son not to overhaul the Trudeau gov-
ernment’s China policy to mend the ties 
with the world’s second-largest econo-
my and Canada’s major trading partner. 
The retaliatory tariffs Beijing vowed on 
the weekend to impose on some Cana-
dian imports later this month to counter 
the punitive duties Trudeau slapped on 
some Chinese imports in October under 
pressure from the US should be taken as 
a reminder to Carney of a move he can 
take that has the potential to save the 
whole situation on his gameboard.
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Iran Gamble 

The latest outreach to Iran marks yet another dra-
matic shift in the US approach toward the Islamic 
Republic. While it is not unprecedented for an 

American President to seek direct communication with 
Iran’s leadership, the context of this attempt makes it 
particularly intriguing. The move comes from a leader 
who previously dismantled the nuclear agreement, re-
imposed crippling sanctions, and applied a “maximum 
pressure” campaign that left Tehran increasingly isolat-
ed. Yet now, there is talk of negotiation, diplomacy, and 
even the possibility of a peace deal. There are two pos-
sible readings of this overture. The first is that it reflects 
a calculated attempt to push Iran into a position where 
it has no choice but to negotiate. The logic here is that 
the combination of economic hardship, regional set-
backs, and diplomatic isolation could make Iran more 
willing to engage in talks. Some American policymakers 
may believe that Iran’s allies in the region, weakened 
by external pressures, are unable to provide the same 
level of strategic depth as before. If this is indeed the 
calculation, then the letter to Iran’s leadership is not an 
act of diplomacy in good faith but an effort to capitalise 
on perceived vulnerabilities. The second reading is that 
this is a political manoeuver aimed at demonstrating a 
willingness to seek peace while keeping the military 
option on the table. By framing the situation as a choice 
between diplomacy and military action, the message is 
clear: Iran can either agree to talks or face the possibility 
of conflict. However, such an approach risks escalating 
tensions rather than resolving them. If Iran perceives 
the outreach as a trap rather than a genuine offer, it may 
respond with defiance, accelerating its nuclear pro-
gramme rather than slowing it down. The Iranian lead-
ership’s initial dismissal of the letter suggests that 
Tehran views this as another instance of strategic pos-
turing. Iran has historically been wary of overtures from 
Washington, particularly when they come with ultima-
tums. The ultimate decision-maker in Iran, the Supreme 
Leader, has often signaled reluctance to engage in talks 
under pressure. Any negotiation that appears to be con-
ducted from a position of weakness could be politically 
damaging within Iran itself. 

Meanwhile, the involvement of external actors like 
Russia adds another layer of complexity. By offering to 
mediate, Russia positions itself as a key player in the 
diplomatic process, potentially using the crisis as lever-
age in its broader geopolitical manoeuvering. The 
response from other regional players, particularly those 
with deep-seated concerns about Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions, will also shape the outcome. In the end, whether 
this outreach results in meaningful diplomacy or further 
escalation depends on how both sides interpret each 
other’s intentions. If the goal is genuine dialogue, it  
must be accompanied by trust-building measures.  
Otherwise, this effort may simply be another chapter in 
the long history of failed US-Iran engagement ~ one  
that only deepens mistrust and pushes the region closer 
to instability. 

 

Early summer 

The early onset of summer across India this year is 
more than just a shift in seasons ~ it is a signal of 
a deeper, systemic problem that threatens liveli-

hoods, economic stability, and the foundations of In -
dia’s agrarian society. While rising temperatures have 
be come an almost routine headline, the consequences 
are now unfolding in ways that should alarm both poli-
cymakers and ordinary citizens. One of the most imme-
diate casualties of India’s changing climate is its small 
and medium enterprises, which form the backbone of 
the economy. In cities like Ludhiana, traditionally 
known for its robust winter garment industry, decades-
old business models are collapsing. Winter clothing 
manufacturers, who had fine-tuned their production 
cycles to meet seasonal demand, are witnessing a 
shrinking market. As winters grow shorter and milder, 
retailers are shying away from confirmed orders, shifting 
to “sale or return” models that place the entire risk on 
producers. Some businesses have already been forced 
to shut down, unable to navigate these abrupt changes. 
Agriculture, the livelihood of nearly half of India’s pop-
ulation, is even more vulnerable. Heatwaves have 
slashed yields of staple crops like wheat, chickpeas, and 
rapeseed, and prized horticultural produce such as the 
Alphonso mango has suffered devastating losses. 
Reports of farmers reducing their workforce because 
there is no work to offer are becoming increasingly com-
mon. The ripple effects are clear: lower yields lead to 
higher food prices, worsening inflation, and potentially 
trigger further restrictions on exports in an effort to pro-
tect domestic supply. 

The situation is exacerbated by declining water 
availability. Reservoir levels in parts of northern India 
have dropped alarmingly, threatening irrigation for the 
next crop cycles. Reduced water availability will not only 
hurt crop production but also impact the dairy sector, 
where reports of declining milk output are already sur-
facing. These climate-induced economic shocks have 
the potential to derail India’s growth trajectory. Rural 
consumption, which had shown signs of recovery after 
a prolonged slowdown, is at risk once more. Urban con-
sumption remains tepid, and private investment has yet 
to regain momentum. If agricultural incomes decline 
and food prices spike, the Reserve Bank of India’s deli-
cate balancing act of supporting growth while keeping 
inflation under control could become even harder. India 
stands at a crossroads. The climate crisis is no longer a 
distant threat ~ it is a reality staring the country in the 
face. Urgent adaptation measures are needed. These 
include better weather forecasting systems, accessible 
agricultural insurance, and the adoption of climate-
resilient cropping patterns. Without such interventions, 
India risks enduring cycles of economic distress, widen-
ing inequality, and social unrest. The early arrival of 
summer is a warning. Ignoring it could cost India not 
only in terms of lost economic output but also in lost 
lives and livelihoods. It is time to act decisively, before 
seasonal changes become irreversible damage.

India and China 
Vol. CXXXXXIX  61

China and India should build on their historical fraternity and shared challenges. 
Joint initiatives — gender equity programmes to combat son preference, 
health collaborations to address health issues overlooked by the West and I.T. 
partnerships to employ youth — could yield mutual benefits. The elephant and 
dragon, once partners in peace along the Silk Road under legends like Kanishka, 
must dance again 

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, Anjali Mehta, in her article 
published today, claims that cap-
italism is a curse, but I respect-
fully disagree.  Capitalism is fun-
damentally an economic model ~ 
neither inherently good nor bad. 
It serves as a framework for indi-
viduals and businesses to oper-
ate, driven primarily by the prin-
ciples of private ownership and 
profit motive. 

The real issue lies not within 
capitalism itself but in human 
greed, which can distort its po -
tential. Greed, being part of hu -
man nature, often leads to the 
abuse of capitalist structures, 
resulting in inequality and uneth-
ical practices.  

However, when harnessed 
correctly, capitalism can promote 
innovation and improve living 
standards by incentivising indi-
viduals to meet the needs of oth-
ers through their pursuits. 

Thus, it is essential to differ-
entiate between capitalism as a 
system and the human behaviors 

that can corrupt it. The challenge 
is to cultivate a version of capital-
ism that emphasises ethical prac-
tices and social responsibility, 
allowing its benefits to be more 
equitably distributed. 

Yours, etc., Angus Neill, 
London, 10 March. 

 

DISILLUSIONMENT 
SIR, Please refer to today’s report 
“BJP MLA joins TMC, setback for 
Suvendu in Haldia”. The Bhara -
tiya Janata Party MLA from Hal-
dia in West Bengal’s Purba Medi -
nipur district, Tapasi Mondal, on 
Monday joined the Trinamool 
Congress.  

She had represented the 
same constituency as an MLA of 
the Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M). She joined the 
BJP in December 2020 at a public 
rally addressed by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah.  

She had won the 2021 Asse -
mbly election from Haldia on a 

BJP ticket. Ms. Mondal, who hails 
from the same district as the 
Leader of the Opposition in the 
State Assembly, Suvendu Adhik -
ari, was considered close to the 

BJP leader. The defection comes 
as a setback for the BJP. 

Notably, almost a dozen BJP 
MLAs have defected to the Tri-
namool Congress since the 2021 
Assembly election, when 77 leg-
islators of the saffron party were 
elected to the State Assembly. 

The latest development com -

es almost a year before the 
Assem bly election in West Bengal 
is likely to be held.  

Ms Mondal’s decision to 
defect is a testament to the grow-
ing disillusionment with BJP’s 
politics.  

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, 
Kolkata, 11 March. 

Blame  humans,  not  capitalism 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SRINIVAS 
MADHAV

The writer is a transparency 
and equality advocate and 
author. The opinions are   

personal

Rational view of 
China would 
benefit Canada

CHANCE MISSED 

SIR, This refers to the editorial “Defining 
triumph” (March 11). The Champions Tro-
phy victory by Team India was a remark-
able achievement, showcasing their im -
mense talent and resilience under the lead-
ership of Rohit Sharma. However, the tour-
nament was marred by allegations of pref-
erential treatment towards India due to its 
financial influence in the ICC. Also, the 
team’s refusal to play in Pakistan, citing 
security concerns, further complicated the 
event and strained relations between the two nations. 

While India’s dominance was undeniable, playing in Pakistan could have been a step toward 
improving bilateral relations. Prime Minister Modi would do well to follow the example set by Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, who, despite the Kargil War, ensured cricket relations between India and Pakistan 
re mained strong. Efforts to revive reciprocal tours could be a valuable diplomatic tool, fostering 
understanding and easing tensions between the two countries. 

Yours, etc., Vandana, Chandigarh, 11 March.
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BASAB DASGUPTA 
 

I
 am very proud of my daughter 
Leena (her name, school and 
workplace information have been 
changed to protect her privacy). 

She is very smart and has all three 
proverbial graces of Greek Mythology. 
She attended an Ivy League school for 
undergraduate education, went to 
Harvard medical school, married an 
Indian classmate and got a job at the 
National Institute of Health (NIH) in 
Washington DC; a federal job implied 
life-long job security. She has two
wonderful children and lives in a nice 
house in the upscale town of Silver 
Springs, Maryland. I often joke that 
she could not help it because she got 
her DNA from me. 

However, I knew that my joke 
lacked complete validity. Unlike me, 
Leena has a very compassionate side 
from her teenage years. Instead of 
going into traditional STEM subjects, 
she wanted to do something good for 
mankind. It was this mindset that
propelled her towards a medical pro-
fession. I wanted her to study physics 
like me. Frankly, I wondered if the 
long path of becoming a doctor and 
the stress associated with hard work 
at all hours of night and day were real-
ly worth it. She was determined. 

Even as a student, she participat-
ed in activities like organizing AIDS 
walks and attending “alternate spring 
breaks” which involved working with 
handicapped communities in some 
way instead of frolicking on Florida
beaches and drinking alcohol.  

Happily, my concerns turned out 
to be unfounded. The fact that her hus-
band is also a doctor certainly helped 
in easing out stress and maintaining a 
peaceful domestic life. Her job at NIH 
is both prestigious and secure. 

My relationship with Leena took 
a turn for the worse in 2016 with the 
election of Donald Trump. I have no 
hesitation or embarrassment in 
declaring that I am a staunch support-

er of Trump. Leena passionately 
hated Trump and was devastated by 
Hillary Clinton’s loss in the election. 
We had a number of vigorous and 
often loud debates on the merits of 
the two leaders. The debates never 
seemed to have an end as both of us 
stood firm. 

While Leena believed that we 
should always help the less fortunate, 
be it the illegal immigrants or poor 
people of colour, I believe that God 
has given each one of us the ability to 
take care of ourselves and the only 
challenge is to get the right opportu-
nities. I am not an advocate of relying 
on charity and government handouts. 
It is like teaching someone how to fish 
versus feeding him fish every day. I 
believed that Trump could offer just 
that; Hillary seemed to favour “pay for 
play” schemes. Eventually, Leena and 
I came to a truce: we agreed not to 
discuss politics in our conversations. 

The Corona pandemic gave 
Leena some spotlight within NIH and 
she felt happy in her job. To make it 
even better, the government allowed 
the NIH employees to work from 
home. This gave Leena more time to 
spend with her kids. This included tak-
ing the kids to school every morning 
and picking them after school. One 
advantage of “working from home” is 
that the employee can almost be any-
where as long as he/she is close to a 
cell phone. Leena could carry out an 
important business meeting while 
driving her kids to school. Surprising-
ly, the Biden government allowed 
most Federal employees to continue 
working from home long after the 
pandemic was over. 

That plan of apolitical family 
interactions worked out well. Things 
improved considerably when Trump 
lost the election in 2020 and faced 
numerous lawsuits, not to mention 
the 6 January 2021 riot at the Capitol 
building, and I did not offer any 
defense. I even resisted the temptation 
of mocking Joe Biden for his various 
failed policies, especially allowing mil-

lions of illegal immigrants into the 
country across the southern border. 

No one, except for MAGA enthu-
siasts like me, expected Trump to 
come back from all the adversities, 
not to mention assassination 
attempts, and win the 2024 election. 
In addition, his popularity dragged 
the house and the senate to the 
Republican side of the aisle. 

What made me especially happy 
was the observation that Trump 
seemed more mature and focused dur-
ing the present term and the entire 
GOP was in sync with him as evidenced 
by votes to confirm Trump’s nominees: 
in almost all cases, the Republican sen-
ators were united behind Trump. 
Moreover, each cabinet member hit 
the ground running with policies con-
sistent with Trump’s vision. 

One new aspect of Trump’s cab-
inet was his creation of the “Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency” 
(DOGE).  Surprisingly, Trump put the 
tech billionaire, Elon Musk, touted as 
the richest man on earth in charge of 
DOGE, even though he never held any 
elected position. Musk did not waste 
any time and embarked on a wide-
scale assault on every government 
activity with the goal of reducing 
waste, abuse and corruption. He also 
announced an end to working from 
home policy and ordered everyone to 
go back to their offices for in-person 
engagement. 

This hit Leena on multiple fronts. 
The immediate issue was how to take 
and pick up the kids from school. Then 
there is the bigger concern about what 
the Trump/Musk team might do with 
NIH. Considering Leena’s credentials 
and achievements, I am not worried 
about her getting fired, but a reloca-
tion, which would severely disrupt her 
domestic life, is certainly a possibility. 

Leena’s “Trump Derangement 
Syndrome” reached a new high. It 
seems that she not only hates Trump, 
but even developed an intense dislike 
for my opinions because I voted for 
Trump. In her view, people like me 

could have stopped him from becom-
ing president again. 

I will not be unhappy no matter 
what happens. Coming from the pri-
vate sector, I have always been envi-
ous of government employees enjoy-
ing lifelong job security. I heard sto-
ries of employees coming to work 
every day but doing nothing except 
playing solitaire or watching porn on 
their computer screen; knowing fully 
well that they could not be fired. In 
my professional life, a feeling of inse-
curity was part of the job. 

If Leena is no longer working at 
NIH for one reason or another, that 
might be a blessing in disguise. I always 
felt that she has been wasting her tal-
ents and experience base in a govern-
ment job and can do significantly  

better in terms of both job satisfaction 
and financial compensation. I have told 
her as much: “what is the point of 
working in a Trump-hating echo-
chamber where you guys just gather 
every day and badmouth Trump and 
his policies? The negativity spills over 
in your other activities”. She responded 
by saying that many qualified employ-
ees from NIH have already resigned 
and probably filled all the vacancies for 
good jobs. 

I now know first-hand some of 
the anxieties and frustrations that 
Musk’s DOGE activities are creating. 
However, I believe these are only tem-
porary sacrifices. 

 
 

(The writer, a physicist who worked in industry 
and academia, is a Bengali settled in America.)

ACROSS 
 
1    Unexpected things 

the author had found 
in graves? (9) 

9    Area 51’s not part of 
belief system (6) 

10  Having some 
correspondence with 
figure representing 
North America in 
Australia  
(9) 

11  See 3 Down 
12  Primate published 

article about diversity 
mainly (5-4) 

13  3 sound sheepish 
about arrest (6) 

17  Drink and go round 
naked (3) 

19  Japan’s 16 miles east 
of old capital and 
close to Shanghai  
(7) 

20  Couple is last in prize 
list (7) 

21  Shot decapitated 
Buffalo Bill?  
(3) 

23  Fool complied with 
guards leading priest 
(6) 

27  Pout about refusal to 
record one’s speech 
(9) 

28  Tearaway blowing 
limits of everybody’s 
capital (6) 

29  Rebuild her famous 
home for Tiller Girls? 
(9) 

30  Firm taking on new 
railway guard  
(6) 

31  Pay attention to 
vehicle reversing in 
confined space  
(9) 

 
DOWN 
 
2    What is at the heart 

of modern cycling?  
(6) 

3/11  Win race by one 
second in 2 9?  
(6,6) 

4    Vessel whose cargo is 
targeted by soldiers? 
(6) 

5    Shock effect of 
dishevelled man 

wearing crumpled suit 
(7) 

6    Divorced father 
assessed following 
case of self-abuse (9) 

7    New kind of TV is 
making plot-based 
feature? (9) 

8    I saw accommodating 
woman in order to be 
overwhelmed (9) 

14  Sectarian party last to 
cast stigma off (9) 

15  Student leaves stupid 
call smiling inanely  
(9) 

16  Documents reporter’s 
income for each piece 
(9) 

17  School abandons 
vulgar uniform (3) 

18  Make fun of 
progressive 
characters in  
right-on liberal  
bubble  
(3) 

22  What could be 
primarily available via 
on-line shop?  
(7) 

24  Previous head of state 
oppressed by class  
(6) 

25  50% of capital 
invested in modest 
settlement  
(6) 

26  Revolutionary Polish 
artist’s upset fund 
manager  
(6)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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C
haudhry Bashir Arain, a trader 
from Khairpur in Pakistan, 
exports over 99 per cent of his 
dried dates to India via Dubai. 

Delivery takes up to 40 days. The long-
winded route for Pakistani chhuaras to 
India via Dubai started in February 
2019 after the Pulwama attack, follow-
ing which India suspended trade with 
Pakistan, revoking its Most Favoured 
Nation (MFN) status and imposing a 
200 per cent duty. 

That year, two events halted the 
small trade that had been ongoing. 
India stopped trade across the Line of 
Control (LoC) — active since 2008 — 
citing concerns over the alleged 
smuggling of drugs, arms and fake 
currency by groups from Pakistan,
while Pakistan suspended it in 
response to India’s revocation of Arti-
cle 370 and Kashmir’s special status. 

Arain, president of the Khajoor-
Anaj Market, said goods sent via 
Wagah-Attari reached India in eight 
days, while the long sea journey dam-
aged the produce. His frustration 
highlights the volatile relationship 
between the two neighbouring South 
Asian nations. 

Yet Nikita Singla, an expert in 
international trade, logistics, and 
inclusion, emphasises that it is com-
mercial ties that are the key pathway 
to reconciliation. And there is a trade 
history too. According to her, in 1948-
49, approximately 56 per cent of Pak-
istan’s exports were directed to India, 
while 32 per cent of its imports origi-
nated from there. 

In 2019, after trade was suspend-
ed, Singla conducted a field survey in 
Amritsar and in towns along the LoC 

on the Indian side. “Nearly 50,000 
people in Amritsar — including 
traders, custom house agents, gas sta-
tion attendants, mechanics, dhaba 
owners, truck drivers and porters — 
were adversely affected by the sus-
pension of trade via the Wagah-Attari 
crossing. Similarly, in the districts of 
Uri and Poonch along the LoC, nearly 
25,000 people depended on this trade 
for their livelihoods,” she said, adding 
that cross-LoC trade was particularly 
unique as it was more of a “confi-
dence-building measure” with trade 
based on a barter system. 

“Between 2008 and 2019, this was 
valued at $1.2 billion, generating 
more than 170,000 job days, and an 
exchange of more than 110,000 trucks 
with a freight revenue of about $9 mil-
lion for transporters in Jammu and 
Kashmir,” said Singla. “It would be 
interesting to find out how Pakistan 
fares,” she added. 

In a paper published last month 
for the Carne gie Endowment for 
International Peace, Singla argues in 
favour of a more “interconnected, 
secure, and efficient trading environ-
ment” between the two countries. “It 
could actually drive the region’s over-
all prosperity,” she said. 

For years, Cecile Fruman, direc-
tor of Regional Integration, South 
Asia, at the World Bank, has been 
stressing on the need for regional 
trade. She notes that while the poten-
tial of intraregional trade between 
South Asian countries is valued at 
over $67bn, the current value of trade 
remains a dismal $23bn. Trade costs 
within South Asia are 20 per cent 
higher than in Asean. “For example, 
it is 15 to 20 per cent cheaper for a 
company in India to trade with Brazil 

than with one in a South Asian coun-
try,” she points out. 

Citing a 2021 World Bank report, 
Fruman says that full transport inte-
gration between Bangladesh and 
India could boost national income by 
17 per cent in Bangladesh and 8 per 
cent in India. While trade between 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal 
grew six-fold from 2005 to 2019, sig-
nificant untapped potential remains, 
with growth estimates of 93 per cent 
for Bangladesh, 50 per cent for India, 
and 76 per cent for Nepal, she said. 

But for trade to flourish between 
India and Pakistan, it is imperative to 
“rebuild trust between the two and 
shield bilateral trade from political 
fluctuations”, says Singla. 

One possibility, she suggests, 
whereby trade could restart is if both 
countries recommit to the South 
Asian Free Trade Area, a 2004 agree-
ment that created a free-trade area for 
the region. Dr Huma Baqai, rector of 
the Millennium Institute of Technol-
ogy and Entrepreneurship, Karachi, 
finds Safta, and even MFN to have 
had an insignificant effect on Pak-
istan’s bilateral trade with India. Like 
Singla, she points to the elephant in 
the room — “political will” — and 

says both countries need well-defined 
and enforceable institutional frame-
works as currently implementation 
and enforcement are zero. “And it’s 
not just India, Pakistan is also a high 
tariff country.” 

Singla suggests that if trade 
resumes, this time round it should be 
made more collaborative and transpar-
ent, and supported by a joint trade por-
tal for technical exchange and product-
specific coll  aborations between busi-
ness groups and chambers. 

“For example, surgical instru-
ment manufacturers in Sialkot could 
connect with their counterparts in 
Jalandhar, share technical expertise, 
explore new markets, and strengthen 
industry-level people-to-people ties,” 
she suggests. At the LoC, she said, a 
stricter and more advanced regulatory 
regime could be put in place, includ-
ing truck scanners, X-ray machines, 
CCTVs and digitisation of records. 

Across South Asia, there are 
examples of collaborations, even 
when relations are not always cordial. 
The recent successful trilateral power 
transaction of 40 MW in 2024, from 
Nepal to Bangladesh from June 15 to 
November 15, through the Indian grid, 
was a success in energy trade. In fact, 

interim Bangladeshi leader Moham-
mad Yunus has even suggested the 
creation of a South Asian grid with 
hydroelectricity from Nepal and 
Bhutan to cut reliance on fossil fuels. 

“China and India, despite their 
disputes, are engaged in a robust 
trading partnership of over $100bn 
worth of exchange of goods and serv-
ices,” points out former State Bank 
governor, Dr Ishrat Husain. 

While Pakistan is the least eco-
nomically integrated country in South 
Asia, due in large measure to its tense 
relationship with India, there have 
been small but promising steps it has 
taken recently. The restoration of trade 
with Bangladesh after 15 years, signals 
progress. Following the thaw between 
the two countries after the ouster of 
Sheikh Hasina, it surpassed $1bn. 

It’s time for India and Pakistan 
to set aside their pride. The advice 
from Bangladesh’s Yunus to foster 
better Bangladesh-Pakistan relations 
by “settling matters” and “moving 
forward” can similarly be applied to 
ease tensions and build a path 
towards reconciliation between India 
and Pakistan. 

 
Dawn/ANN.

Musk comes visiting
How do myths start? The Corpora-

tion of Calcutta has been accused of 
demolishing a temple. The facts were 
stated in reply to a question at Wednes-
day’s meeting. A large plot of land with 
huts  and a few other buildings was 
acquired for the extension of the market. 
The structures were sold and demol-
ished, leaving the ground bare. Back 
came one of the displaced tenants and 
put up a new hut. This was demolished 
and he was ejected. From this simple 
incident has presumably arisen the leg-
end of the Corporation’s sacrilegious 
conduct. The matter is worth attention, 
as in it we can study a small myth near 
its origin, and this may help us to under-
stand greater ones—for instance, how it 
came about a few years ago that the peo-
ple of England believed in the presence 
of a large Russian army in the land, and 
many of them saw with their own eyes 
the Russian snow from their boots on the 
footboards of trains. 

BURMA BROADCASTING 

AMALGAMATION OF 
CLUB PROPOSED 
RANGOON, MAR. 11 

SEVERAL months ago the Burma Radio 
Club applied to the Government of India 
for a license to broadcast from Rangoon, 
and the replay was that as the Burma Wire-
less Club had also applied it would prove 
impracticable to license two radio clubs in 
Rangoon. 

This led the Burma Radio Club to 
approach the Burma Wireless dub with a 
view to amalgamating the two, and thus 
to enable the public to enjoy the benefits 
of broadcasting. Certain proposals have 
been advanced which are expected to 
result in the formation of a broadcast 
committee from the two clubs which will 
be responsible for broadcasting in the 
Province. 

MR. GANDHI & VAIKOM 

FRUITLESS 
INTERVIEW WITH 
CASTE HINDUS 
COCHIN, MAR. 11. 

Mr. Gandhi met by invitation the local 
caste Hindu oppositionists.  He was 
accompanied by Messrs. Rajagopalachari, 
Krishnaswami Iyer and others. The discus-
sion lasted for over three hours and Mr. 
Gandhi made certain proposals to bring 
the struggle to a speedy conclusion, name-
ly arbitration, referendum and examina-
tion by select pundits of Sankara Smritis. 
The oppositionists declined to accept any 
of these. 

In the evening Mr. Gandhi addressed 
a large public meeting on the situation. He 
was presented with an address by the 
Ezhavas of Ambalapuzha. In replying Mr. 
Gandhi assured them that untouchability 
and unapproachability as practised were 
not supported by the Shastras. 

Referring to his interview with the 
caste Hindu oppositionists, Mr. Gandhi 
said he had appealed to their reason, 
humanity and Hinduism but could not pro-
duce in them the impressions he wanted. 
He did not despair and hoped there would 
be a response. 

Mr. Gandhi leaves Vaikom this after-
noon for Alleppey en route to Quilon. 

BRITAIN AND TREATIES 

LABOUR PROPOSAL 
REJECTED 
LONDON, MAR. 11. 

IN the House of Commons to-day a 
resolution, which Mr. Ronald McNeill, 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
declared would mischievously hamper an 
efficient foreign policy, was moved by Mr. 
Charles Trevelyan (Lab. Newcastle), requir-
ing that no international treaty or under-
standing be concluded without the consent 
of Parliament. 

Mr. Trevelyan suggested that we were 
reverting to the old conditions of secret 
diplomacy, and that unless the Govern-
ment followed the policy of the Labour 
Party they would have to transfer the Royal 
prerogative in connexion with treaties to 
Parliament. 

Mr. McNeill confessed that he was 
not moved by the modification of the 
Royal prerogative in this matter, but he 
said that Mr. Trevelyan was setting about 
the matter in the wrong way. He declared 
that there were no secret treaties, as Mr. 
MacDonald knew, but the motion would 
delay extremely beneficial international 
arrangements which would have to be 
placed on the table in Parliament for 
twenty-one days. He pointed out that 
now-a-days we must obtain the consent 
of the Dominions before entering Inter-
national engagements, and hence minor 
matters would have to be three weeks on 
the tables of every Parliament of the 
Empire. 

The House subsequently adopted an 
amendment stating that the present pro-
cedure adequately secures Parliamentary 
control over foreign affairs. 

100 YEARS AGO

09
OCCASIONAL NOTE

NEWS ITEMS

Trade could boost S Asian economies



10 KOLKATA, THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2025

Ukraine agrees to 30-day ceasefire 
during talks with the USA in Saudi

Trump’s 25 per cent tariffs on all steel 
and aluminium imports go into effect

Centre-right party wins most votes in Greenland’s 
parliamentary election as Trump seeks control

Ship owner says arrested captain of cargo vessel 
involved in North Sea collision is Russian

Portuguese parliament rejects confidence 
motion, forcing government to resign

Efforts continue to advance Gaza peace talks: Hamas

Negotiators also agreed to appoint teams to begin talks aimed at reaching a lasting peace

AGENCIES 
JEDDAH, 12 MARCH 

 

U
kraine signalled its 
readiness to accept 
an American pro-
posal for an 

“immediate, interim 30-day 
ceasefire” following talks with 
an American delegation in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, accord-
ing to a joint statement.  

The statement, issued after 
hours of consultations 
between senior officials from 
the two countries, said the 
truce could be extended by 
mutual agreement, adding 
that “the United States will 
communicate to Russia that 
Russian reciprocity is the key 
to achieving peace.” 

Washington has agreed 
to “immediately lift the pause 
on intelligence sharing and 
resume security assistance 
to Ukraine,” the statement 
said, adding that both sides 

discussed the importance of 
humanitarian relief efforts, 
particularly during the cease-
fire period, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Negotiators also agreed 
to appoint teams to begin 
talks aimed at reaching a 
lasting peace. The USA reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
engaging with Russian rep-
resentatives, while Ukraine 
emphasised the need for 
European partners to be 

involved in the process, the 
statement said. 

Additionally, both nations’ 
leaders agreed to finalise “as 
soon as possible a compre-
hensive agreement for devel-
oping Ukraine’s critical mineral 
resources to expand Ukraine’s 
economy,” it added. 

The announcement fol-
lowed a high-level meeting 
attended by American Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio 
and National Security Advisor 

Mike Waltz. 
The Ukrainian delegation 

included President Volodymyr 
Zelensky’s Chief of Staff Andriy 
Yermak, Foreign Minister 
Andrii Sybiha, Defense Min-
ister Rustem Umerov, and 
others. Saudi Foreign Minister 
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud 
and National Security Advisor 
Musaed bin Muhammad Al-
Aiban also took part in the 
discussions. 

At a press conference fol-
lowing the talks, American 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
voiced hope that Russia would 
accept the proposal for a 
temporary ceasefire with 
Ukraine. 

He said Ukraine’s com-
mitment will “be delivered to 
them directly through multiple 
channels,” “through our diplo-
matic channels, through con-
versations, and other meth-
ods.” 

“The ball is in their court,” 

said Rubio, noting that if Krem-
lin rejects the proposal, “then 
we’ll, unfortunately, know 
what the impediment is to 
peace here.” 

Zelensky described the 
meeting as “good and con-
structive” on social media 
platform X. “If Russia agrees, 
the ceasefire will take effect 
immediately,” Zelensky said. 

American President Don-
ald Trump said he expects 
to speak to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin later this week 
and hopes Russia also agrees 
to the terms. 

When asked how close he 
thinks Ukraine and Russia 
are to a total ceasefire, Trump 
said, “I hope it’ll be over the 
next few days.” 

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-
va told Russian state news 
agencies, “We do not rule out 
contacts with US representatives 
within the next few days.”

AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON, 12 MARCH 

 
President Donald Trump 
officially increased tariffs on 
all steel and aluminum 
imports to 25 per cent on 
Wednesday, promising that 
the taxes would help create 
American factory jobs at a 
time when his seesawing 
tariff threats are jolting the 
stock market and raising 
fears of an economic slow-
down. 

Trump removed all 
exemptions from his 2018 
tariffs on the metals, in addi-
tion to increasing the tariffs 
on aluminium from 10 per 

cent. His moves, based off a 
February directive, are part 
of a broader effort to disrupt 
and transform global com-
merce. The American pres-
ident has separate tariffs on 
Canada, Mexico and China, 
with plans to also tax imports 
from the European Union, 
Brazil and South Korea by 
charging “reciprocal” rates 
starting on 2 April. 

The EU announced its 
own countermeasures on 
Wednesday. European Com-
mission President Ursula 
von der Leyen said that as 
the United States was “apply-
ing tariffs worth 28 billion 
dollars, we are responding 

with countermeasures worth 
26 billion euros,” or about 
$28 billion. Those measures, 
which cover not just steel 
and aluminum products, but 
also textiles, home appliances 
and agricultural goods, are 
due to take effect on 1 April. 

Trump told CEOs in the 
Business Roundtable on Tues-
day that the tariffs were caus-
ing companies to invest in 
American factories. The 8 
per cent drop in the S&P 500 
stock index over the past 
month on fears of deterio-
rating growth appears unlikely 
to dissuade him, as Trump 
argued that higher tariff rates 
would be more effective at 
bringing back factories. 

“The higher it goes, the 
more likely it is they’re going 
to build,” Trump told the 
group. “The biggest win is 
if they move into our country 
and produce jobs. That’s a 
bigger win than the tariffs 
themselves, but the tariffs 
are going to be throwing 
off a lot of money to this 
country.”

AGENCIES 
GAZA, 12 MARCH 

 
Hamas said that Egyptian 
and Qatari mediators are 
continuing efforts to finalise 
the implementation of the 
ceasefire agreement and ini-
tiate the second phase of 
negotiations.  

In a press statement, 
Hamas spokesman Abdul 
Latif Al-Qanou said on Tues-
day that Egyptian and Qatari 
mediators have been working 
to complete the ceasefire 
agreement and move forward 
with the second phase of 
negotiations, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

“There are positive signs 
in this regard,” said Al-Qanou, 
adding that Hamas is prepared 
to engage in upcoming nego-

tiations in a manner that 
meets the demands of the 
Palestinian people. 

He also called for increased 
efforts to provide humani-
tarian relief to the Gaza Strip 
and lift the ongoing block-
ade. 

According to Al-Qanou, 

a Hamas leadership delegation 
arrived in Cairo on Monday 
and discussed mechanisms 
for initiating the second phase 
of negotiations. 

Meanwhile, senior Hamas 
leader Abdul Rahman Shadid 
stated in a televised conference 
that Israel continues its “crim-

inal policies” against Pales-
tinians in the West Bank, 
Jerusalem, and Gaza. 

He accused Israel of 
killings, displacement, mass 
arrests, blocking food and 
medical aid, and closing bor-
der crossings worsening the 
humanitarian crisis in the 
Strip. 

Shadid highlighted that 
Israel’s military operation in 
Jenin and its refugee camp 
has entered its 51st day, while 
similar actions in Tulkarm 
and its camps, Nour Shams 
and Tulkarm, have continued 
for 43 days. 

He described these oper-
ations as part of Israel’s 
broader strategy to expand 
settlements and impose a 
new reality on Palestinian 
territories. 

AGENCIES 
LISBON, 12 MARCH  

 
Portuguese Prime Minister 
Luis Montenegro lost a con-
fidence vote, forcing his gov-
ernment to resign after less 
than a year in office.  

Of the 224 lawmakers who 
participated, only Montene-
gro’s Social Democratic Party 
(PSD), the People’s Party 
(CDS-PP), and the Liberal 
Initiative backed him. The 
Socialist Party (PS), the far-
right Chega, the Left Bloc 
(BE), the Communist Party 
(PCP), Livre, and PAN’s sole 
MP voted against him, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

The exact vote count wasn’t 
immediately available, but 
the speaker of parliament, 
Jose Pedro Aguiar-Branco, 
said the centre-right govern-
ment was defeated. 

The government, a two-
party alliance led by the Social 

Democratic party (PSD) and 
in power for less than a year, 
had just 80 seats in the current 
230-seat legislature. An over-
whelming majority of oppo-
sition lawmakers had vowed 
to vote against it. 

Under Portugal’s consti-
tution, a failed confidence 
vote requires the government 
to resign. Montenegro’s 
administration will now oper-
ate in a caretaker capacity, 
handling only essential and 
urgent matters. 

President Marcelo Rebelo 
de Sousa is expected to dissolve 
parliament and call snap 
elections, which he previously 
suggested could take place 

on either 11 May or 18 May. 
Montenegro initiated the 

confidence vote himself, fol-
lowing two previous confi-
dence motions during his 
tenure. His leadership had 
come under increasing pres-
sure due to a conflict-of-
interest scandal involving a 
family-owned business. 

 As leader of the centre-
right Democratic Alliance, 
Montenegro became prime 
minister in April 2024 after 
winning the general election. 
However, his coalition secured 
only 80 seats in the 230-seat 
parliament, compared to the 
PS’s 78 seats and the far-
right Chega’s 50 seats.

AGENCIES 
NUUK, 12 MARCH 
 
 The centre-right Demokraatit 
Party won the most votes in 
a surprising result in Green-
land’s parliamentary elections, 
held in the shadow of American 
President Donald Trump’s 
stated goal of taking control 
of the island one way or anoth-
er. 

Both Demokraatit, or the 
Democrats, and the second-
place finisher Naleraq, or 
Point of Orientation, favor 
Greenland’s independence 
from Denmark but differ on 
the pace of change. 

Demokraatit won nearly 
30 per cent of the vote, com-
pared to just 9 per cent in the 
election four years ago, Green-
landic Broadcasting Corpo-
ration KNR TV reported. 

Naleraq came in second 
with almost 25 per cent of 
the vote. In the 2021 election, 
they received just under 12 
per cent, according to KNR 
TV. 

Demokraatit’s upset victory 
over parties that have governed 
the territory for years indicated 
many in Greenland care just 
as much about health care, 
education, cultural heritage 
and other social policies. 

“I think this is a historic 
result in Greenland’s political 
history,” Demokraatit party 
leader Jens-Frederik Nielsen 
said. 

Nielsen, 33, appeared to 
be surprised by his party’s 

gains, with photos showing 
him sporting a huge grin and 
applauding at the election 
party. 

The Danish Broadcasting 
Corporation DR reported that 
Nielsen said his party would 

reach out to all other parties 
to negotiate the future political 
course for Greenland. 

“We had not expected that 
the election would have this 
outcome,” Nielsen said, 
according to KNR TV. “We 
are very happy.” 

Nielsen also said that Green-
land needs to stand together 
“in a time of great interest 
from outside,”  reported. 

Prime Minister Mute Bou-
rup Egede had called the early 
vote in February, saying the 
country needed to be united 
during a “serious time” unlike 
anything Greenland has ever 
experienced.

AGENCIES 
LONDON, 12 MARCH   

 
The captain of a cargo ship 
that collided with an American 
tanker is a Russian national 
who remains in U.K. police 
custody, the vessel’s owner 
said Wednesday, as it emerged 
that the ship failed several 
safety checks last year. 

The 59-year-old man, who 
hasn’t been named by author-
ities, was arrested by police 
in northeast England Tuesday 
on suspicion of manslaughter 
by gross negligence over the 
collision. He hasn’t been 
charged. 

Shipping company Ernst 
Russ, which owns the Portu-

gal-flagged cargo vessel Solong, 
said that the ship’s 14 crew 
were a mix of Russian and 
Filipino nationals. 

U.K. authorities say they 
have so far found no evidence 
of foul play in the crash. Hum-
berside Police said that detec-
tives were conducting inquiries 
alongside partner agencies. 

The U.K. Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch is also 
involved in investigating what 
caused the Solong, bound 
from Grangemouth, Scotland, 
to Rotterdam, Netherlands, 
to hit the stationary tanker, 
which was anchored about 
10 miles (16 kilometres) off 
the English coast. 

The investigation is being 

led by the USA and Portugal, 
the countries where the vessels
are flagged. 

Port inspection docu-
ments show the Solong failed 
steering-related safety checks 
in Dublin, Ireland, in July, 
with the vessel’s “emergency 
steering position commu-
nications/compass reading” 
unreadable. Inspectors found 
a total of ten deficiencies, 
including “inadequate” 
alarms, survival craft “not 
properly maintained” and 
fire doors “not as required.” 

An inspection in Scotland
in October found two other 
deficiencies.  

The ship wasn’t detained 
after either inspection.
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Duterte, once one of Asia’s most feared leaders, is the first ex-leader from the region arrested by the global court
AGENCIES 
MANILA, 12 MARCH 

 

P
hilippine police arrest-
ed former President 
Rodrigo Duterte in 
Manila on Tuesday 

and sent him by plane to the 
Netherlands to face charges 
of crimes against humanity 
at the International Criminal 
Court, President Ferdinand 
Marcos said. 

The global court in The 
Hague had ordered Duterte’s 
arrest through Interpol after 
accusing him of crimes against 
humanity over deadly anti-
drug crackdowns he oversaw 
while in office, Marcos said 
in a late-night news conference. 
Duterte had been arrested at 
the Manila international airport 
Tuesday morning when he 
arrived with his family from 
Hong Kong. 

Walking slowly with a cane, 
the 79-year-old former pres-
ident turned briefly to a small 

group of aides and supporters, 
who wept and bid him good-
bye, before an escort helped 
him into the plane. 

His daughter, Vice President 
Sara Duterte, said she sought 
entry to the airbase where 
her father was held but was 
refused. She criticised the 
Marcos administration for 
surrendering her father to a 
foreign court which currently 
has no jurisdiction to the 
Philippines. 

Marcos said Duterte’s arrest 

was “proper and correct” and 
not an act of political perse-
cution, since the Philippines 
is a member of Interpol. 

Among the most feared 
leaders in Asia while in power, 
Duterte became the first ex-
leader from the region to be 
arrested by the global court. 

Clad in a dark jacket, an 
irate Duterte protested his 
arrest after arrival in Manila 
and asked authorities the 
legal basis of his detention. 
His lawyers immediately asked 

the Supreme Court to block 
any attempt to transport him 
out of the Philippines. 

“Show to me now the legal 
basis for my being here,” 
Duterte asked authorities in 
remarks captured on video 
by his daughter, Veronica 
Duterte, who posted the 
footage on social media. “You 
have to answer now for the 
deprivation of liberty.” 

The surprise arrest sparked 
a commotion at the airport, 
where Duterte’s lawyers and 
aides protested that they, 
along with a doctor, were pre-
vented from coming close to 
him after he was taken into 
police custody. “This is a vio-
lation of his constitutional 
right,” Senator Bong Go, a 
close Duterte ally, told 
reporters. 

The ICC has been investi-
gating mass killings in crack-
downs overseen by Duterte 
when he served as mayor of 
the southern Philippine city 

of Davao and later as president. 
Estimates of the death toll of 
the crackdown during 
Duterte’s presidential term 
vary, from the more than 
6,000 that the national police 
have reported up to 30,000 
claimed by human rights 
groups. 

The ICC arrest warrant, 
seen by agencies, said: “there 
are reasonable grounds to 
believe that” the attack on 
victims “was both widespread 
and systematic: the attack 
took place over a period of 
several years and thousands 
people appear to have been 
killed.” 

Duterte’s arrest was nec-
essary “to ensure his appear-
ance before the court,” the 7 
March warrant said. “Mindful 
of the resultant risk of inter-
ference with the investigations 
and the security of witnesses 
and victims, the chamber is 
satisfied that the arrest of Mr. 
Duterte is necessary.”

AGENCIES 
DUBAI, 12 MARCH 

 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
warned shippers early 
Wednesday that “any Israeli 
vessel” traveling through 
nearby Mideast waters is 
now a target as Israel con-
tinues to block aid to the 
Gaza Strip. 

The warning from the 
Houthis again throws into 

chaos a crucial maritime 
waterway between Asia and 
Europe, threatens revenue 
from Egypt’s Suez Canal 
and possibly will halt aid 
shipments to war zones. 
The rebels in the past have 
also had a loose definition 
of what constitutes an Israeli 
ship, meaning other vessels 
could be targeted as well. 

The statement from the 
Houthis’ Humanitarian 
Operations Coordination 
Center follows a four-day 
deadline set by the rebels 
for Israel to resume aid ship-
ments. 

“We hope it is understood 
that the actions taken by the 
(Houthi military) ... stem from 
a deep sense of religious, 
humanitarian and moral 

responsibility toward the 
oppressed Palestinian people 
and aim to pressure the Israeli 
usurper entity to reopen the 
crossings to the Gaza Strip 
and allow the entry of aid, 
including food and medical 
supplies,” the statement said. 

It described the warning 
as taking hold in the Red Sea, 
the Gulf of Aden, the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait and the Arabian 
Sea. 

The statement added: “Any 
Israeli vessel attempting to 
violate this ban will be subject 
to military targeting in the 
declared operational area.” 

There was no immediate 
sign of an attack on ships. 
Israel’s military did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment. 

Taiwan to conduct ‘immediate response’ 
military drills to counter China

Japanese media say police have 
arrested several men for alleged 
sexual assault of their daughters

AGENCIES 
TOKYO, 12 MARCH 

 
Japanese media reported 
this week that police have 
arrested several men accused 
of sexual assault of their 
underaged daughters and 
sharing their abuse videos 
online. 

Police have so far refused 
to confirm the reports. 

The Kyodo News agency, 

NHK television and other 
outlets say police in the 
Aichi prefecture, a region 
in central Japan, took into 
custody several men, who 
are in their 30s, 40s and 50s. 

They are accused of 
repeatedly raping their 
daughters or stepdaughters, 
aged 6-14, filming the scenes 
of the assaults and sharing 
the videos on social media. 
They are also accused of 
child prostitution and child 
pornography, the reports 
said. 

They allegedly exchanged 
messages and footage of 
their attacks in a group chat. 
The group was uncovered 
after one of the men was 
arrested in November on 
accusations of raping a child. 
Police investigated the data 
on his mobile phone, which 
led to the arrest of the other 
men, reports said. 

Congo faces setback in mpox response after Rwanda-backed rebels advance in the east
AGENCIES 
MITI MURHESA.  12  MARCH 
 
Hospitals across eastern 
Congo that were once at the 
forefront of the country’s 
response to the mpox out-
break are facing a setback in 
detecting the disease and 
offering treatment following 
the advance of Rwanda-
backed rebels in the region. 

The mpox global health 
emergency is worsening as 
the fighting between the M23 
rebel group and Congolese 
troops escalates in eastern 
Congo, which has been the 
epicenter of the health crisis. 
Many patients have fled and 
can’t be found. Recently 

arrived vaccines are running 
short as supplies can’t reach 
combat zones. Hospitals have 
been under attack. 

The Associated Press visited 
one of the mpox hot spots, 

which is now under control 
of M23 rebels backed by neigh-
bouring Rwanda. Health work-
ers and remaining patients 
described a growing disaster. 

“The situation has been 

very difficult. Insecurity has 
disrupted everything,” said 
Dr. Serge Munyahu Cikuru, 
medical officer in charge of 
the Miti Murhesa health zone 
in South Kivu province’s 
Kabare territory. 

The country, meanwhile, 
continues to battle other dis-
eases in the east, including 
cholera and measles, in addi-
tion to mysterious outbreaks 
that recently started in the 
northwestern region. 

Congo saw a 31 per cent 
weekly increase in mpox 
cases last week, bringing the 
total to 16,255, according to 
the Africa Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

However, that is only one 

side of the story: Only seven 
out of the 26 provinces report-
ed cases last week, the public 
health agency said at its last 
briefing, partly blaming the 
security crisis. 

Although Congo has seen 
a surge in the current vacci-
nation phase as compared 
to the previous one, much 
of that success is in other 
regions while eastern Congo 
remains cut off. 

The Miti Murhesa treat-
ment centre is fast running 
out of supplies. 

Mubake Buroko Patrick, 
an mpox patient at the facility, 
said it was difficult to get 
drugs in the weeks following 
the fighting.

Violence, displacements overwhelm 
healthcare system in Sudan’s El-Fasher: UN
AGENCIES 
UNITED NATIONS, 12 MARCH  

 
Violence and waves of dis-
placements have over-
whelmed the fragile healthcare 
system in El-Fasher, the 
capital of Sudan's North Dar-
fur state, UN humanitarians 
said. "More than 200 health 
facilities in El Fasher are not 
functioning, and there are 
severe shortages of medical 
staff, essential medicines and 
life-saving supplies," said 
the UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA). 

Humanitarian partners 
have been trying to provide 
medical supplies, but their 
efforts to deliver continue to 
be impeded by insecurity and 
access constraints, the office 
said. The World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) reported that 
more than 70 per cent of hos-
pitals and health facilities 
across areas impacted by the 
hostilities in Sudan are no 
longer operational, leaving 
millions without healthcare. 

"Sudan's health system 
has also come under relentless 
attack," WHO said. "As of 
mid-February, WHO recorded 
nearly 150 attacks on health 

care in Sudan since the war 
there began, but the real 
figure could be far higher." 

OCHA appealed to the 
parties involved in the conflict 
to ensure safe, sustained, 
and timely humanitarian 
access to reach people needing 
life-saving support. Civilians 
must be protected, and the 
essential needs for their sur-
vival must be met, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

As the civil war enters its 
second year, Sudan’s two 
warring factions remain 
locked in a deadly power 
struggle. Since the conflict 
began on 15 April 2023, almost 
15,000 people have been 
killed, and more than 8.2 
million have been displaced, 
giving rise to the worst dis-
placement crisis in the world. 

Nearly 2 million displaced 
Sudanese have fled to unstable 
areas in Chad, Ethiopia, and 
South Sudan, overrunning 
refugee camps and prompting 
concerns that Sudanese 
refugees could soon attempt 
to enter Europe. 

The UN continues to plead 
for more support as more 
than 25 million need human-
itarian assistance, and dete-
riorating food security risks 
are triggering the “world’s 
largest hunger crisis.”  

Meanwhile, mediation 
efforts have failed to produce 
results as the leaders of the 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 
and Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) refuse to halt their vio-
lence, and regional and inter-
national actors have taken 
sides in the war. 

Yemen’s Houthi rebels say ‘any Israeli vessel’ 
in nearby waterways again a target

AGENCIES 
TAIPEI, 12 MARCH 

 
Taiwan is set to conduct a new 
round of "immediate response" 
military drills that will begin 
on 17 March and last five days, 
local media reported on 
Wednesday.  

These drills by the Taiwanese 
defence forces will involve all 
military branches of Taiwan 
in response to China's grey 
zone warfare, the state-run 
Central News Agency reported, 
quoting military sources. 

The drill will be "compre-
hensive," with troops dispatched 
to their assigned defensive 
positions accordingly, the 
source said, without elaborat-
ing. 

The armed forces would 
be put on high alert through 
the five-day drills, and the 
comprehensive exercise was 
planned as a warm-up for this 

year's annual Han Kuang exer-
cises, reports the leading Tai-
wanese newspaper, Taipei 
Times. 

The military drills, sched-
uled for next week, are also 
to prevent China from sabo-
taging the nation's submarine 
cables, a defence official said 
on Tuesday. 

Last month, a Chinese cargo 
ship flying the flag of another 
nation was detained on sus-
picion of severing a cable 

between Taiwan proper and 
Penghu County. 

Last week, Taiwanese 
Defence Minister Wellington 
Koo, told reporters that Beijing 
might use military exercises 
to disguise a military buildup 
before an invasion attempt. 

In response to ceaseless 
"grey zone" harassment and 
to counter any threat posed 
by Chinese vessels, armed 
forces would hold "immediate 
combat readiness exercises."

Duterte to face crimes against 
humanity charges at The Hague The statement from the 

HouthisÊ Humanitarian 
Operations Coordination 
Center follows a four-
day deadline set by the 
rebels for Israel to 
resume aid shipments. 

The Kyodo News 
agency, NHK televi-
sion and other out-
lets say police in the 
Aichi prefecture, a 
region in central 
Japan, took into cus-
tody several men, 
who are in their 30s, 
40s and 50s. 
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Pleasant retail inflation 
keeps RBI rate cut possibility 
in April solid, says experts: 
The pleasant headline con-
sumer price index (CPI) infla-
tion implies that the fourth 
quarter of FY25 inflation may 
undershoot the RBI's forecast 
by more than 40 bps, and 
could keep the rate cut possi-
bility in April solid, industry 
experts said on Wednesday. 
The year-on-year inflation rate 
eased to an 7-month low of 
3.61 per cent in February this 
year, which is 0.65 per cent 
lower than the corresponding 
figure for January, as food 
prices came down further dur-
ing the month. "Broad-based 
moderation in food inflation, 
led by perishables and some 
protein goods, largely led to 
better-than-expected headline 
February CPI print," according 
to Emkay Global Financial Serv-
ices' Chief Economist Madhavi 
Arora. At the policy level, both 
the RBI and the government 
have implemented measures 
to revive growth, such as poli-
cy interest rate cuts and 
reduction in income tax to 
increase disposable income 
with households. "To further 
stimulate growth, the RBI is 
likely to implement another 
repo rate cut in the next MPC 
meeting in April. While this 
move may be inflationary, it 
is necessary to support 
growth, particularly in seg-
ments like housing where 
credit support is essential,” 
Knight Frank India's National 
Director, Research, Vivek 
Rathi, said.
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B
nchmark indices 
ended marginally 
lower on Wednesday 
in a highly volatile 

session as gains in banking 
and automobile shares were 
offset by losses in the IT sec-
tor. 

At close, the Sensex 
declined 0.1 per cent, or 
72.56 points, to settle at 
74,029.76, while the Nifty 
slipped 0.12 per cent, or 27.4 
points, to 22,470.5. 

During the trading session, 
the Nifty reached a high of 
22,577.4 and a low of 22,329.55 
while the Sensex fluctuate 
within a range of 74,392.15 
and 73,598.16. 

The mid and small-cap 
segments underperformed 
the benchmarks with the 
BSE Midcap slipped 0.57 per 
cent, while the Smallcap 
index ended 0.48 per cent 
lower. 

The overall market capi-
talisation of BSE-listed firms 
dropped below 393 lakh 
crore from over 394 lakh 
crore in the previous ses-
sion. 

On Nifty50, the top gainers 
were Indusind Bank (4.38 
per cent), Tata Motors (3.12 
per cent), Kotak Mahindra 

Bank (2.45 per cent), Bajaj 
Finance (1.73 per cent), and 
ITC (1.53 per cent).  

While on the losing side 
were Infosys (4.26 per cent), 
Wipro (3.31 per cent), Tech 
Mahindra (2.77 per cent), 
Nestle India (2.48 per cent), 
and Tata Consultancy Services 
(1.93 per cent).  

The Bank Nifty concluded 
at 47,853.95, with an intraday 
high of 48,222.15 and a low 
of 47,844.95.  

After a 27 per cent crash 
in the previous session, 
IndusInd Bank saw a 6 per 
cent rebound as investors 
assessed the fallout from the 
bank’s derivatives portfolio 

discrepancies. 
Among the sectors, Nifty 

IT index suffered a solid loss 
of 2.91 per cent, with all 
stocks in the red. IT stocks 
have been under pressure 
amid growing concerns of a 
recession in the US market. 

Infosys and Wipro led the 
sell-off amid growing fears 
that a slowdown in US client 
spending could impact rev-
enue growth for Indian IT 
firms. 

Nifty Realty, Media and 
PSU Bank lost 1.65 per cent, 
1.53 per cent and 1.08 per 
cent, respectively. 

Shares of Tata Motors 
surged over 3 per cent on 12 

March, emerging as one of 
the top Sensex gainers and 
providing a strong boost to 
the BSE Auto index. 

Ola Electric shares rose 2 
per cent after the company 
announced the successful 
completion of its company-
wide cost-reduction initia-
tive. 

PB Fintech, the parent 
company of Policybazaar, 
saw its stock tumble over 5 
per cent after announcing a 
Rs 696 crore investment in 
its subsidiary PB Healthcare 
Services.  

On the global landscape, 
Asian markets mostly 
declined, as investors 
remained cautious over US 
President Trump’s trade poli-
cies and the risk of a US 
recession.  

Global markets have been 
volatile with the US President 
putting pressure on trade 
partners with tariff barriers.

Market falls on IT selloff;  
mid, small-caps underperform
Sensex and Nifty ended lower as IT losses outweighed banking and auto gains 
amid US recession fears and volatility

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Mukesh Ambani-owned Jio 
Platforms Limited officially 
announced on Wednesday 
that it has signed a deal with 
the Elon Musk-owned SpaceX 
to bring Starlink's internet 
services to India, only a day 
after its competitor Bharti 
Airtel announced a similar 
deal on Tuesday. 

"This agreement, which is 
subject to SpaceX receiving 
its own authorisations to sell 
Starlink in India, enables Jio 
and SpaceX to explore how 
Starlink can extend Jio’s offer-
ings and how Jio can com-
plement SpaceX’s direct offer-
ings to consumers and busi-
nesses," the company said in 
an official statement. 

Jio Platforms Limited plans 
to offer Starlink solutions 
through its retail stores and 
online platforms. Under this 
partnership, Jio's extensive 
presence as the world’s largest 
mobile operator by data traffic
and Starlink’s leadership in 
low earth orbit satellite tech-
nology will be utilised to

provide reliable broadband 
connectivity across India, 
including its most remote and 
rural areas.   

"Jio will not only offer Star-
link equipment in its retail 
outlets but will establish a 
mechanism to support cus-
tomer service installation and 
activation. The agreement 
with SpaceX is part of Jio’s 
commitment to ensuring that 
reliable internet is fully acces-
sible to all enterprises, small 
and medium businesses, and 
communities across India," 
the company said. 

Reliance Jio Group CEO 
Mathew Oomen said: “Our 
collaboration with SpaceX to 
bring Starlink to India strength-
ens our commitment and 
marks a transformative step 
toward seamless broadband 
connectivity for all. By inte-
grating Starlink into Jio’s 
broadband ecosystem, we are 
expanding our reach and 
enhancing the reliability and 
accessibility of high-speed 
broadband in this AI-driven 
era, empowering communities 
and businesses across the 
country".

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH 

 
A report rleeased by the rating 
agency ICRA on Wednesday 
said India’s IT services industry 
is expected to witness mod-
erate revenue growth of 4-6 
per cent in the financial year 
2025-26 (FY26). 

The projections are based 
on a sample set of companies 
that account for approximately 
60 per cent of the industry’s 
revenue. 

ICRA said while the sector 
has seen gradual recovery 
over the past three quarters, 
growth is expected to remain 

subdued in the near term 
due to global economic head-
winds and policy uncertainties 

in key markets such as the 
US and Europe 

The report said the industry 

is slowly recovering, with 
companies reporting a year-
on-year revenue growth of 
3.6 per cent in USD terms in 
the first nine months of FY25. 

The banking, financial 
services, and insurance (BFSI) 
sector, along with retail and 
healthcare, has seen an uptick 
in discretionary IT spending, 
contributing to new order 
inflows.  

ICRA noted that the invest-
ments in Generative AI tech-
nologies are beginning to 
translate into fresh business 
opportunities for Indian IT 
firms. 

One notable trend in the 

sector is the sharp decline in 
employee attrition rates, 
which had previously been a 
concern. Attrition levels 
dropped to 12.8 per cent in 
Q3FY25 from 22.3 per cent 
in Q3FY23. 

It expected the attrition 
to stabilise at around 12-13 
per cent in the near term. 

ICRA said the hiring activity 
is likely to remain subdued 
until growth momentum picks 
up towards the end of FY26.  

IT firms are prioritising 
cost efficiency and productivity 
through AI-driven solutions, 
reducing the need for large-
scale recruitment.

After Bharti Airtel, Reliance Jio 
inks deal with SpaceX to provide 
Starlink internet services

India’s IT services industry to witness revenue growth of 4-6 per cent in FY26: ICRA
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The Karnataka chapter of 
leading chambers, the CII, 
has thrown in its lot with the 
state government in driving 
the next phase of growth of 
Karnataka – that will see a 
focus on  bridging technology, 
sustainability, and economic 
inclusion to build a globally 
competitive and future-ready 
state.  

With strong industry-gov-
ernment collaboration, Kar-
nataka is poised to drive India’s 
transformation into a devel-
oped economy, leveraging its 
innovation-driven MSME sec-
tor, high-tech manufacturing 
capabilities, and sustainable 
development policies. 

The chamber and its mem-
bers who congregated at its 
annual meet on Tuesday here 
deliberated on strategies to 
drive growth at an accelerated 
pace to contribute to the coun-
try’s economic future through 
technology, innovation and 
sustainable practices. 

The theme of CII’s annual 
meeting was “Karnataka: Lead-
ing Technology & Knowledge 
Growth,” and it brought togeth-
er policymakers, industry lead-
ers, academicians, and techno-
preneurs. On this occasion, 
Dr Selva Kumar, principal 
secretary, Commerce and 
Industry department, also 
launched CII CEL Microen-
trepreneurs Project -  

Karnataka Abhivruddigagi 
Belavanigeya Poshane (Nur-
turing Growth through 
Progress), aimed at strength-
ening the micro-entrepre-
neurial ecosystem. 

The state government offi-
cial said: "Karnataka has con-
sistently been India's most 
preferred investment desti-
nation, evolving from being 
the 'State of Coffee' to the 
'State of Technology. Our pro-
gressive policies, robust infra-
structure, and dynamic talent 
pool have created an ecosystem 
that fosters innovation, entre-
preneurship, and sustainable 
growth. This has led to Kar-
nataka contributing signifi-

cantly to India's GDP, exports 
and employment generation.” 

The state is home to over 
900,000 MSMEs, playing a 
crucial role in employment 
generation and economic 
diversification. Highlighting 
the significance of supporting 
microenterprises, Kamal Bali, 
Immediate Past Chairman, 
CII Southern Region & Pres-
ident & MD, Volvo Group 
India said, “The launch of the 
CII CEL Microentrepreneurs 
Project marks a significant 
step in empowering our 
MSMEs. As 98 per cent of 
MSMEs are micro enterprises, 
this initiative will act as a 
catalyst for their growth by 
equipping them with modern 
management practices, lead-
ership skills, and sustainable 
business strategies. Karnataka 
has the potential to lead this 
transformation and will play 
a critical role in India's vision 
of Viksit Bharat. Strong col-
laboration between the gov-
ernment, industry, and society 
will be key to making Karnataka 
a model for future-ready eco-

nomic progress." 
Thomas John Muthoot, 

Deputy Chairman, CII South-
ern Region & Managing Direc-
tor, Muthoot Fincorp, said 
“Karnataka has firmly estab-
lished itself as India’s leading 
hub for high-tech manufac-
turing and innovation, backed 
by robust government policies, 
a highly diverse and skilled 
workforce, growing infrastruc-
ture, and connectivity. As a 
key economic driver in the 
southern region, the state has 
become a preferred destination 
for global technology giants 
and advanced manufacturing 
industries seeking efficiency, 
scalability, and a future-ready 

ecosystem.” 
Beyond Karnataka, CII is 

also strengthening its efforts 
to empower micro-entrepre-
neurs across India. A recent 
example is the launch of the 
CII Kerala Entrepreneurs 
Development Forum, an ini-
tiative by the CII Centre of 
Excellence on Employment 
& Livelihood, aimed at fostering 
entrepreneurship and employ-
ment in Kerala. The program 
provides mentorship, net-
working opportunities, and 
skill-building initiatives to 
help microenterprises scale 
and integrate into larger supply 
chains. 

Emphasising the strong 

partnership between CII and 
the government, Mr N Venu, 
Chairman, CII Karnataka State 
Council & CEO & Managing 
Director, India & Head – South 
Asia, Hitachi Energy, stated, 
“Collaborating closely with 
the government, CII Karnataka 
aims to create an enabling 
environment for Technology 
& knowledge sectors to thrive. 
Key areas include technology 
and innovation, R&D, GCCs, 
MSME growth, Electronics 
and Semiconductors and 
Renewables.”  

With Karnataka contribut-
ing approximately 8.6 per cent 
to the national GDP despite 
having just 5 per cent of India’s 
population, the state continues 
to be an economic power-
house. Nearly 65 per cent of 
Karnataka’s energy comes 
from renewable sources, further 
cementing its leadership in 
sustainable growth. 

Mr Rabindra Srikantan, 
Vice Chairman CII Karnataka 
State Council 2024-25 & Man-
aging Director, ASM Tech-
nologies, said "As Karnataka 

continues to lead in technology, 
innovation, and sustainability, 
our focus will be on strength-
ening industry-government 
collaboration to drive inclusive 
growth. We aim to further 
empower MSMEs, accelerate 
digital transformation, and 
position Karnataka as the hub 
for future-ready industries. 
Through initiatives like the 
CII CEL Microentrepreneurs 
Project, we are committed to 
fostering an ecosystem that 
nurtures entrepreneurship 
and propels the state towards 
its vision of Viksit Bharat." 

 
New CII Karnataka office 
bearers 

On the occasion of its annual 
meeting, the CII Karnataka 
chapter also announced its 
new office bearers for the year 
2025-26.  

Rabindra Srikantan, 
Founder and Managing Direc-
tor, ASM Technologies Ltd 
elected as the Chairman while 
Mr Guruprasad Mudlapur, 
President Bosch Group India 
and Managing Director, Bosch 

Ltd will serve as the Vice Chair-
man. 

Rabindra Srikantan has, 
with his over 35 years of expe-
rience, brings a global per-
spective to leadership in engi-
neering, design, and manu-
facturing. Under his leadership, 
ASM has built a global presence 
delivering Engineering R&D 
and Design-led Manufacturing 
solutions.  

Guruprasad Mudlapur has 
been the President of the Bosch 
Group in India and the Man-
aging Director of Bosch Limited 
since 1 July, 2023, and Chief 
Technology Officer of Bosch 
Limited, since 2022. He was 
the Vice President at Robert 
Bosch Engineering and Busi-
ness Solutions India (now 
BGSW) in 2013 where he head-
ed the electronics engineering 
division and was responsible 
for design & development of 
Automotive Semiconductors 
and Electronics Control Units. 
He was also the Regional Pres-
ident and Managing Director 
of Bosch Automotive Elec-
tronics Pvt Ltd.

Karnataka Inc to partner the state in making Karnataka a globally competitive state

Indian space economy to reach  
USD 44 bn by 2033: FICCI-EY report 
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH 

 
Indian space economy is aim-
ing to reach USD 44 billion 
by 2033 from USD 8.4 billion 
in 2022, said a FICCI-EY report 
on 'Unlocking India's Space 
Economy - Pathways to 
Growth, Innovation and Global 
Leadership', released today 
at Bharat Space Conclave 
2025', organised by FICCI. 

According to the report, 
the global space economy is 
projected to exceed USD 1.8 
trillion by 2035, with com-
mercial satellite services, 
deep-space exploration, and 
space-based infrastructure 
driving expansion. 

The report further states 
that India has set an ambitious 
target to grow its space econ-
omy from USD 8.4 billion in 
2022 to USD 44 billion by 
2033, aiming to capture 8 per 
cent of the global market. 

This growth is being fuelled 
by policy reforms, private 
sector participation, and 
increased international col-
laboration, supported by the 
Indian Space Policy 2023 and 
institutions such as IN-SPACe 
and NSIL. 

The FICCI-EY report notes 
that a significant shift is under-
way, with India's space sector 
evolving from a government-
led model to a commercially 
driven, innovation-led ecosys-
tem. Satellite communication 
(SATCOM), projected to reach 

USD 14.8 billion by 2033, will 
play a critical role in expanding 
digital connectivity, partic-
ularly in rural and underserved 
regions. 

By leveraging LEO and 
MEO satellite constellations, 
India can accelerate broad-
band penetration, enhance 
financial inclusion, and 
strengthen digital infrastruc-
ture, supporting flagship ini-
tiatives such as Digital India 
and BharatNet. 

The increasing use of Earth 
Observation (EO) and remote 
sensing, estimated to con-
tribute $8 billion by 2033, is 
already transforming agri-
culture, disaster management, 
and climate resilience, high-
lights FICCI-EY Report. 

Addressing the 'FICCI 
Bharat Space Conclave 2025', 
Dr Pawan Goenka, Chairman, 
IN-SPACe said that for the 
Indian space sector to grow 
we need capacity, capability, 
skilling, infrastructure, inter-
national partnership, funding 
and demand. "We will have 
to work for it and this will 
happen. These will not become 
a constraint for us to reach 
the $44 billion target by 2033," 
he emphasised. 

Earth Observation Prepara-
tory Program (EOPP), Dr 
Goenka said that we have 
already shortlisted 6 compa-
nies and by mid-April the 
final name will be announced. 
"The EOPP project is going 
to be orbit changing project 

for the Indian private space 
sector. It will bring in a dozen 
of private satellites which will 
provide data which is not 
available in the country today 
from Indian sources. We are 
not replicating what ISRO is 
doing but we are depending 
on outside data to get the 
data," he added. 

Dr Goenka while high-
lighting the potential in satellite 
communications (SATCOM), 
said that the private sector is 
not present at all in this seg-
ment in terms of having their 
own satellites and we depend 
completely on NSIL (New 
Space India Limited), ISRO 
and outside sources. 

"Now we have the first 
company who has been given 
the authorisation to use a 
frequency that ISRO has 
unused to set us launch SAT-
COM. This is just the first of 
many that will happen, and 
we will keep working on find-
ing more it you (industry) 
frequencies and make it avail-
able to private sector," he 
added. 

Dr AS Kiran Kumar, Mem-
ber, Space Commission and 
Former Chairman, ISRO said 
that space is the frontier today 
which can provide significant 
advantages from uses to strate-
gic applications including 
space tourism, adventure 
space, space habitation. "Soon 
we will see the launch of 
NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture 
Radar satellite," he added.

IndusInd Bank 
rebounded 6 per cent 
after a previous 27 
per cent crash; Tata 
Motors gained 3 per 
cent; PB Fintech fell 5 
per cent after 
announcing a ₹696 
crore investment. 

Deepinder Goyal 
invests $20M in 
LAT Aerospace

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH 

 
Deepinder Goyal, Chief 
Executive Officer at Zomato 
has invested $20 million in 
LAT Aerospace, a new startup 
working on developing low-
cost short takeoff and landing 
(STOL) aircraft with up to 
24 seats.  These aircraft will 
focus on improving regional 
air connectivity. 

As per a recent media 
report, the startup is co-
founded by Surobhi Das, 
former Chief Operating Offi-
cer (COO) at Zomato, along 
with Goyal.  Das will be 
leading the operations of 
the company while Goyal 
will be serving in a non-
executive role. 

Goyal’s involvement will 
be one of making invest-
ments and mentoring the 
startup in a non-executive 
role, it said. 

The company is currently 
in talks to raise $50 million 
in seed funding. It is also 
looking to hire engineers 
in fields such as aerody-
namics, material sciences, 
and hybrid propulsion sys-
tems. Notably, Surobhi Das 
had left Zomato in November 
2023, and at the end of her 
tenure, she worked at Blinkit, 
Zomato’s quick commerce 
platform, focusing on 
expanding markets and 
adding new categories.  For 
the third quarter of financial 
year 2024-25 (FY25), Zomato 
reported a 57 per cent drop 
in consolidated net profit 
to Rs 59 crore.

Individual housing loans outstanding grows 
14 per cent at `33.53 lakh crore as of 30 Sept

Moody’s projects India's growth 
to exceed 6.5 per cent next fiscal, 
up from 6.3 per cent this year
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH 

 
India's economic growth will 
exceed 6.5 per cent in the 
next fiscal, up from 6.3 per 
cent this year, said Moody's 
Ratings on Wednesday. It 
cited the higher government 
capex and consumption boost 
from tax cuts and interest 
rate reduction for this growth. 

Moody's said that following 
a temporary slowdown in 
mid-2024, India's economic 
growth is expected to reac-
celerate and record one of 
the fastest rates among large 
economies globally. 

"Government capital 
expenditure, tax cuts for mid-
dle-class income groups to 
boost consumption and mon-
etary easing will help India's 

real GDP growth exceed 6.5 
per cent for fiscal 2025-26 
from 6.3 per cent in fiscal 
2024-25," Moody's Ratings 
said. 

Moody's also projected a 
stable outlook for the banking 
sector, and said although the 
operating environment of 
Indian banks will remain 
favourable in the next fiscal. 

Their asset quality will 
deteriorate moderately after 
substantial improvements 
in recent years, with some 
stress in unsecured retail 
loans, microfinance loans 
and small business loans, it 
added. 

Banks' profitability will 
remain adequate as declines 
in net interest margins (NIMs) 
are likely to be marginal amid 
modest rate cuts, it said.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 12MARCH: 

 
The individual housing loans 
outstanding as of 30 Sep-
tember, 2024, stood at Rs 
33.53 lakh crore, marking a 
14 per cent growth compared 
to the same period in the 
previous year, said the Nation-
al Housing Bank (NHB) on 
Wednesday.   

According to the report 
launched by the NHB, on 
Trends and Progress of Hous-
ing in India, 2024, Individual 
housing loan disbursements 
were recorded at Rs 4.10 
lakh crore during the half-
year that ended September 
2024, while for the full finan-
cial year 2023-24, disburse-
ments reached Rs 9.07 lakh 
crore. 

Further it is said that upto 

the said period, EWS & LIG 
accounted for 39 per cent, 
MIG accounted for 44 per 
cent and HIG accounted for 
17 per cent of outstanding 
individual housing loans. 

For the quarter ended 
September 2024, the Housing 
Price Index (NHB-RESIDEX) 
recorded a y-o-y increase of 

6.8 per cent as compared to 
4.9 per cent during previous 
year. 

It said that the major ini-
tiatives of GoI, such as PMAY-
G, PMAY-U, impact assess-
ment of PMAY-U, Urban 
Infrastructure Development 
Fund (UIDF), Affordable 
Rental Housing Complexes 
(ARHC) scheme, etc. have 
been covered in the report. 

The report identifies 
regional disparities in credit 
flow and vulnerability to cli-
mate related risks, as some 
of the key challenges to be 
addressed by the sector.  

It also identifies techno-
logical advancements in con-
struction, digitization of land 
records etc. as some of the 
factors which will facilitate 
growth opportunities for the 
sector.
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This unprecedented seizure marks the highest confiscation recorded in the past decade
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
GUWAHATI, 12 FEBRUARY 

 

T
he Border Security 
Force (BSF) seized 
contraband worth 
Rs. 461.07 crore in 

2024 during anti-smuggling 
operations along the India-
Bangladesh border. 

This unprecedented 
seizure marks the highest 
confiscation recorded in the 
past decade, as reported in 
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday. 

Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Nityanand Rai, 
responding to a parliamen-
tary query, emphasized the 
BSF’s multi-pronged strategy 
to combat smuggling. 

This includes round-the-
clock surveillance, intensified 
patrolling, and the estab-

lishment of observation 
posts, effectively curbing 
illicit activities along one of 
India’s most porous and vul-
nerable borders. 

The Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der, spanning approximately 
4,096 kilometers, is among 
the most densely populated 
and vulnerable international 

borders in the region. 
The terrain varies from 

dense forests and hilly regions 
to riverine stretches, making 
it a prime target for cross-
border smuggling of nar-
cotics, cattle, gold, and other 
contraband. 

According to official data 
presented in Parliament, 

BSF seizures since 2015 have 
amounted to Rs. 2,806.17 
crore. The record-breaking 
figure of Rs. 461.07 crore 
seized in 2024 alone under-
scores the growing challenges 
and the enhanced efficiency 
of border security measures. 

Minister Rai outlined a 
series of measures adopted 
to strengthen border security, 
including the deployment 
of additional personnel and 
the construction of border 
fencing, particularly in vul-
nerable stretches. Flood-
lighting and the establishment 
of Border Out Posts (BOPs) 
have significantly bolstered 
security, especially in riverine 
and densely forested areas. 

Advanced technology also 
plays a pivotal role in the 
BSF's anti-smuggling oper-

ations. State-of-the-art equip-
ment such as Hand-Held 
Thermal Imagers (HHTI), 
Night Vision Devices (NVD), 
Twin Telescopes, and 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(UAVs) have been deployed 
to ensure round-the-clock 
monitoring and rapid 
response. Intelligence gath-
ering capabilities have been 
significantly upgraded, and 
coordination with state gov-
ernments and central intel-
ligence agencies has been 
enhanced. 

The surge in contraband 
seizures reflects both the 
growing scale of smuggling 
attempts. 

The porous borders and 
socio-economic challenges 
in border areas continue to 
fuel smuggling activities.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
LUCKNOW, 12 MARCH 

 
Ahead of Holi, the festival of 
colours, Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath distributed Rs 1,890 
crore subsidy for gas cylinder 
refills to 1.86 crore eligible families 
in Uttar Pradesh under the Prad-
han Mantri Ujjwala Yojana. 

The chief minister formally 
launched the scheme here  
on Wednesday with the press 
of a button. Ministers in charge 
of all districts also joined the 
programme via video confer-

encing. 
Highlighting the transfor-

mation brought by the scheme, 
CM Yogi said: “While people 
once had to pay bribes for gas 
connections, today, 10 crore 
families across the country have 
received this facility free of cost. 
Additionally, free gas cylinders 
are being provided on Holi and 
Diwali.”  He highlighted that 
Holi and Ramzan coincide this 
year, ensuring everyone benefits 
from this initiative. 

In his address, the chief min-
ister recalled that the Ujjwala 

Yojana was launched in 2016, 
benefiting 10 crore families 
nationwide, including nearly 
two crore beneficiaries in Uttar 
Pradesh. He reiterated the gov-
ernment's commitment to its 
2021 election promise—ensuring 
free gas cylinders on Holi and 
Diwali if re-elected in 2022. He 
said, "Since then, the initiative 
has been implemented annually 
to help people celebrate their 
festivals easily. With Holi and 
Ramzan falling together this 
year, the scheme will bring joy 
to even more households. "

Ahead of Holi, UP CM distributes gas 
cylinder refills to 1.86 crore familiesBSF seized contraband worth 

a record ̀ 461 crore in 2024

Allahabad HC allows painting, lighting of Sambhal’s mosque
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
PRAYAGRAJ, 12 MARCH 

 
The Allahabad High Court 
on Wednesday approved 
white washing and painting 
in outer walls of Sambhal's 
Jama Masjid. 

The Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) has been given 
a week's time to complete 
the work. The High Court 
has ordered the ASI to paint 
the mosque and put up lights.  

The court said: "The Masjid 
Committee can do white wash-

ing and painting on the outer 
walls of the mosque. During 
Ramadan, the mosque could 
be decorated with lighting , 
but during this time, there 

should be no harm or any kind 
of damage to the structure." 

The single bench of Justice 
Rohit Ranjan Aggarwal pro-
nounced the order on 

Wednesday. 
On  February 25, the lawyer 

of the Jama Masjid Commit-
tee, Zahuh Asghar, filed a 
petition in the High Court 
for white washing of the 
mosque. The petition said 
that the mosque gets white 
washed and painted before 
Ramadan every year. But this 
time the authorities are not 
giving permission for this. 

However, the Hindu side 
opposed white washing and 
painting of the mosque. They 
said that the evidence of the 

temple can be erased by 
white washing and painting 
and therefore permission 
should not be given. 

Earlier in compliance with 
the court order, the ASI filed 
an inquiry report. In the 
report, the Archaeological 
Survey of India said there is 
no need for white washing 
and painting of the mosque. 
During the investigation, dirt 
and bushes have been found 
to grow in the mosque. Its 
photographs were also filed 
by ASI in the court.
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H
umour is hard to define, 
being an intensely personal 
and private reaction. The 
sense of wit and appreci-

ation of the jocular is even more 
idiosyncratic than the private sen-
sations of horror, consternation and 
shock generated by the genres of 
ghostly paranormal writing or filming. 
Suresh Subrahmanyan, an erstwhile 
advertising and marketing executive, 
has been a regular humourist on 
several media platforms, and has so 
far published four compilations of 
his columns, of which I have read 
two.  

Whether Indians have a sense of 
humour at all is debatable, judging 
by the propensity of local Savonarolas 
and police personnel servile to political 
correctness and the ruling party in 
the capital, to initiate legal cases 
against any unfortunate attempting 
in public to engage in innocent wit-
ticisms which will unfailingly wound 
the hyper-sensitive sentiments of 
those vigilantes eager to be affronted. 
Consequently, for defying the inquisi-
tors and the stone-faced bigots, 
Suresh deserves multiple thanks for 
his endeavours. Not each of his 
columns inspires a grin or raises a 
laugh, but his innocent objective is 
laudable. His gaze on human and 
national foibles is wry and benevolent, 
and his short takes have covered a 
wide spectrum of daily life; the Indian 

obsession with cricket, the bitter-
sweetness of married life, the screaming 
brigade of the TV anchors, and the 
controversy about names, whether 
regarding ‘Bharat’ or Elon Musk’s 
many progeny.  

Humour is a category of literature 
that is accessible but not easy to 
sustain, but if there is to be a fifth 
collection in the offing, it will be as 
pleasurable a read as its predecessors.   

Suresh’s prose disguises his great 
learning and wide knowledge; his 
scholarship is impressive. His favoured 
writers, whom he quotes frequently 
– one could even say, excessively – 
are PG Wodehouse and William 
Shakespeare. There is no denying 
the greatness of these two authors 
and their place in the pantheon, but 
in the specific groves of written 
humour, noteworthy 
also are SJ Perel-
man, James 
Thurber, Evelyn 
Waugh, Sue 
Townsend and 
Helen Fielding, 
and many others. 
For Suresh Sub-
rahmanyan 
even to be ref-
erenced along with 
those champions 
is sufficient praise 
indeed.  

 
The reviewer is a former 
foreign secretary

 
A seminal contribution to public 
accountability and reporting by 
CAG Mr Mehrishi was the much-
discussed ‘redacted’ report (pre-
sented to Parliament in February 
2019) on the acquisition of Rafale 
- fighter aircraft from France. This 
report concluded that the 2016 
agreement for 36 Rafale aircraft 
was 2.86% cheaper than the pre-
vious proposal and included cer-
tain recommendations for 
improving the defence acquisi-
tion process.  

The report on what was called 
‘the Rafale deal’ was criticised for 
several omissions and ‘redactions’, 
particularly concerning pricing and 
cost-related details. Here’s a summary 
of the criticisms:  

a. Exclusion of Price Comparisons: 
the report compared the 2007 and 
2016 deals but redacted the exact 
price figures of the aircraft and other 
cost details due to confidentiality 
clauses. Critics argued that this lack 
of transparency made it difficult to 
assess the government’s claim of 
cost savings in the 2016 deal.  

b. Omission of Offset Clauses: 
The report failed to analyse the 
offset agreements, including the 
role of private company Reliance 
Defence in Dassault’s offset obli-
gations, which had been a significant 
point of public and political debate. 

c. Selective Focus: The report 
concentrated primarily on technical 
and procedural aspects whilst avoid-
ing in-depth scrutiny of critical 
financial and contractual elements, 
particularly the pricing structure. 

d. Lack of Accountability: By 
redacting key pricing details, the 
report failed to hold the government 
accountable for its claims of securing 
a ‘better deal’ in terms of cost and 
value for money. 

e. No Examination of Customary 
Practices: The report avoided com-
menting on deviations from estab-
lished procurement practices, such 
as the lack of -financial guarantees 
and the bypassing of Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) in man-
ufacturing offsets. 

The broader criticism held that 
these ‘omissions’ sparked allegations 
that the report failed to adequately 
address ‘public’ concerns about the 
Rafale deal, particularly regarding 
transparency, potential cost esca-

lations and 
the ration-
ale behind 

key contractual decisions. Critics 
considered the report incomplete 
in its efforts to clear doubts about 
the deal’s fairness and value.  

 
What was the defence of CAG?  

There was no public defence, 
but it could have followed these 
lines. He was not bound to restrict 
his examination to only one contract, 
which incidentally had acquired 
political overtones. He therefore 
undertook an examination of several 
Air Force acquisitions in the report. 
Redaction was carried out based 
on considerations of pure national 
interest.  

It is the prerogative of CAG how, 
the manner, extent audit and reporting 
must be conducted. As of December 
2024, there is no publicly available 
information indicating that the PAC 
has submitted a report to Parliament 
specifically addressing the CAG’s 
report on the Rafale aircraft acqui-
sition.The redacted Rafale report 
set a rather complex precedent 
whereby the CAG could be pressurised 
or reminded to redact future reports 
on other issues, attributable either 
to national interest or confidentiality 
clauses in intergovernmental or 
intercorporate agreements.  

This is a legacy that the institution 
of CAG could have done without. 
Some critics noted that the CAG in 
this case was also a member of the 
procurement committee that rec-
ommended the purchase when he 
was Finance Secretary, and hence 
there could have been a conflict of 
interest when he examined the 
matter as CAG. One has to wait to 
see what future audit reports hold 
for the nation and the public, which 
is also a stakeholder of CAG according 
to its Vision and Mission statement. 

The period from August 2020 to 
November 2024 did not show any 
significant improvement, either in 
terms of the quality of reports pre-
sented to Parliament or public 
interest in his reports, particularly 
those concerning GoI. The CAG 
during this period was Mr G.C. 
Murmu. His tenure saw some note-
worthy initiatives, including taking 
the lead in examining Blue Economy 
and using Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
focusing on the audit of Panchayati 
Raj institutions through stakeholder 
engagement, establishing a specialised 
training institute in Rajkot, Gujarat, 
expediting government accounting 
standards, natural resources account-
ing, and international audits.  

However, there were also some 
unfortunate incidents. Towards the 
end of his tenure, Mr Murmu faced 

criticism and allegations of indiscretion, 
including the posting of a junior 
officer with questionable integrity 
to one of its overseas audit offices, 
despite protests from senior man-
agement regarding the IAAS officer’s 
probity.  

The officer had to be recalled 
from the posting. Although allegations 
were circulating in the media and 
many senior IAAS officers had brought 
it to the CAG’s attention, instead of 
preventing the posting, the officer 
was allowed to proceed. Only a 
month later, with just days remaining 
in Mr Murmu’s tenure, the officer 
was suspended following a quick 
inquiry. 

IAAS officers were agitated by 
another significant development 
during Mr Murmu’s tenure when 
the CAG tabled (August 2023) a sig-
nificant audit report No. 7 of 2023 
to Parliament titled Compliance 
Audit on Toll Operations of the 
National Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI). The report uncovered 
a range of irregularities and ineffi-
ciencies in the functioning of the 
NHAI across Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and 
Kerala, including Dwarka Expressway 
in NCR. These findings sparked 
controversy, not only over governance 
lapses but also due to anomalies 
within the CAG’s own handling of 

the aftermath 
the report 
exposed critical 
issues in toll 
collection 
practices. 
It highlighted 
that NHAI con-
tinued to levy 
toll fees at sev-
eral plazas, 
including 
Nathavalasa, 
Chalageri and Heb-
balu, during periods 
of construction 
delays, contravening 
the National High-
ways Fee (Amend-
ment) Rules, 2013. 

These rules 
explicitly mandate 
that toll collection 
should cease when 
construction dead-
lines are missed.  
Despite this, over Rs 
124 crore was col-
lected from commuters 
between May 2020 and March 
2021. Similarly, the report noted 
a delay in reducing toll fees at the 
Paranur toll plaza and unauthorised 
annual fee revisions at Madpam, 
further indicating a lack of compliance 
with established norms.

Wit, satire and 
nostalgia 

“T
he term nano-history (anu itihas) pertains to his-

torical narratives focusing on smaller entities or 
localities, such as districts,sub-divisions, towns, 
and villages, rather than nations or larger regions,” 

explains Dr. Somshankar Ray. In his book, “The Lay Chroniclers 
of Bengal: A Study in Nano Historiography”, he delves into the 
region’s local historical dynamics in fascinating detail. 

In an article for The Statesman, Dr Ray, an assistant professor 
at Vidyasgar College for Women, Kolkata, had further noted, 
“In undivided Bengal, from the mid-19th century to the mid-
20th century, a noteworthy trend emerged, where chronicles 
of sub-regions were crafted, predominantly in Bengali.” And, 
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Reflections on architecture— Its meaning and purpose
P VENUGOPAL 

 

T
he book "Listening to Still-
ness", a compilation of tran-
scribed lectures and con-
versations of Prof. Neelkanth 

Chhaya on architecture, put together 
with loving care by team Akarmaa, 
is a wellspring of critical and reflective 
thinking, brilliant insights and plural 
world views about the discourse 
and its practice. His talks are qualified 
by reverence for human life, nature, 
our planet, Gandhian ideals and a 
passionate inquiry into how archi-
tecture can subtly mediate these 
realms and concerns and celebrate 
our existence. Prof. Chhaya's talks, 
informed by existential, social and 
ecological consciousness, locate the 
goals for architectural discourse 
and its practice in an expansive 
canvas of moral and ethical respon-
sibility.   

In the preface to the book, Prof. 
Chhaya critiques the prevalent 
rational worldview, which he explains 
considers nature, our planet, all 
materials and resources as objects 
for human consumption, and writes, 
"Our world system, arising out of 
these colonizing, extractive, exploita-
tive   and consumerist outlooks, is 
set for ecological disasters, which 
we are in the midst of." In contrast, 
he points to learning from biotic 

ecosystems that he explains invariably 
follow not a linear but a circular 
process of absorption, use and waste. 
Against this backdrop, explaining 
Aldo Van Eyck's profound obser-
vation, "Architecture need do no 
more, nor should it ever do less, 
than assist man's homecoming", 
Prof. Neelkanth Chhaya writes, 
"Feeling at home perhaps arises 
out of a sense of being at rest, of 
being at peace, of being relaxed and 
in harmonious relationship with 
the world". He further writes, "In 
consequence, architecture works 
with the poetry of interconnected-
ness" and continues, “Architecture 
can make the unpredictable and 
ever-surprising  play of material, 
light, sound, texture and smell 
remind us of the wonder of existence."   

Further, in a conversation on 
Architectures of Indian Modernity, 
Prof. Neelkanth Chhaya reflects on 
the consequence of pursuing a sin-
gular idea and worldview, and says, 
"This is something which, I think, 
human societies and modernism 
cut at the root. They said, ‘Find the 
one good way and throw away every-
thing that went before.’ That violent 
notion of the idea as something 
that rules in a singular way is some-
thing which is the worst part of the 
last two hundred years of thinking". 
In another brilliant talk at a com-

petition to design for the warkari 
pilgrims, he speaks on pilgrimage 
as a sacred journey that unites the 
pilgrim with the world. Subsequently 
distinguishing a tourist and pilgrim, 
he reflects on the present state of 
architecture, "The pilgrim connects 
ourselves to the world, the tourist 
disconnects and becomes the voyeur 
of the world and can, therefore, do 
any kind of damage to the earth. 
And this is what our architecture is 
today. That it has to look good, and 
it has to give pleasure at any cost, 
and everything should be under 
control". Instead, Prof Chhaya sug-
gests that architecture should become 
a “vessel of hospitality”. 

In the Takshila lecture on Archi-
tecture and Society reflecting on 
our present world of quick and 
ephemeral image-driven experiences 
in relentless succession where the 
architect merely becomes a provider 
of impressive experiences, Prof. 
Neelkanth Chhaya writes, "experience 
after experience and we remain 
unfulfilled and empty and this is 
what the architect is supposed to 
handle too. The architect is the 
entertainer, the magician, the jester 
for society, and this leads to something 
very important in that you are not 
anymore heard because you are 
simply the entertainer". Against this 
backdrop, Prof Chhaya suggests 

that the way out from this condition 
is to address necessities perceived 
in a profound sense, as rhythms of 
nature in which human life likes to 
participate and says, "So, then archi-
tecture is a means to comprehend, 
accept, adapt to, and make tangible 
the rhythms of nature". 

The concluding piece of the book 
is an article by Prof. Neelkanth 
Chhaya titled "Gandhi's architecture 
and its meanings". In the article, he 
presents an insightful study of two 
Ashrams that Gandhiji built at Sabar-
mati in Ahmadabad and Sevagram 
near Wardha. On Hriday Kunj, the 
ashram at Sabarmati, he writes, "A 
sense of open spaciousness pervades, 
allowing the flow of breezes through 
the house".  About the ashram at 
Sevagram, called Bapu Kuti, he 
writes, "He (Gandhiji) insisted that 
it should be made with materials 
that were found within fifty kilometres 
of the location that it should be 
built by hand; it should use the sim-
plest of techniques and that it should 
cost as little as an ordinary Indian 
could afford". 

In the ensuing paragraphs of the 
article on the ashrams, Prof. Chhaya 
also explains the vows followed at 
the Sabarmati ashram and their 
import for the conscientious use of 
materials and energy. After a detailed 
explanation, he proceeds to sum-

marise, "We might summarize such 
a philosophy as a short but expressive 
phrase: participation rather than 
mastery. In many ways, an attitude 
of participation would be an attitude 
of recognizing the interconnectedness 
of all phenomena that comprise 
the world. Mastery, in contrast, 
requires a clear separation of parts 
so that some part can establish mas-
tery over other parts".    

These excerpts are examples, 
and there are several other talks in 
the book by Prof. Neelkanth Chhaya 
and discussions with him by eminent 
thinkers, all imbued with rich thought. 
His conversations celebrate holistic 
thinking over disintegrated and 
individualistic thinking, plural world 
views over singular worldviews 
rolling towards singular destinies, 
cyclic and interconnected processes 
over linear extractive regimes, diffused 
and distributed systems with a dem-
ocratic prospect over concentrated 
power centres of production and 
planning, participation in the rhythms 
of nature over mastering them and 
architecture as a mediator that 
assists our homecoming over its 
alienation from life.  

On the one hand,  it may be 
argued that our political and market 
realities, the power of the deepening 
neo-liberal landscape, the buoyant 
aspirations of people, and the exi-

gencies and 
complexi-
ties sur-
rounding 
contempo-
rary profes-
sional prac-
tices of 
architecture 
could test the 
prospect of 
reaching Prof. 
Chhaya's 
ideals. On the 
other hand, the 
latter can serve 
as a counter-
point of reflec-
tive stillness and 
a moral compass 
and equally test 
the moral and 
ethical content 
and poetic value 
of our engage-
ments with the 
discourse of 
architecture and 
its practice. Those 
ready for this 
encounter may dive into 
one of our times' precious, 
thought-provoking and intel-
lectually stimulating books! 

 
The writer is a practising architect based 
in Hyderabad
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“It is remarkable to find 
out that most of the local 
chroniclers were not insti-
tutional academicians but 
so-called amateurs or layper-
sons. They comprised jun-
ior-level government 
employees, lawyers, school 
teachers, minor zamindars 
and small-time business-
men.” This book takes the 
reader on a tour of this 
amazing world of nano-
history and its chroniclers.



PSG stun Liverpool to reach QF; 
Barcelona, Bayern, Inter also win
French giants edge out English outfit on penalties while trio of former European champions also progress into last eight

Indian Wells: Rune beats Tsitsipas, enters 9th Masters 1000 QF 
AGENCIES 
INDIAN WELLS, 12 MARCH 

 
Holger Rune overcame Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas in the Indian 
Wells fourth round to snap 
the Greek’s seven-match 
winning streak.  

Rune flashed his entire 
repertoire in a 6-4, 6-4 win 
over Tsitsipas that upped 
his record against the Greek 
Grand Slam finalist to 4-0. 
He pulled off perhaps one 
of the shots of the year in 
the second set, a tweener 
lob. 

Rune is into his ninth 
Masters 1000 quarter-final, 
with his best result at this 
level a title run in Paris in 
2022 when he was just 19. 
Having reached the same 
stage in Indian Wells last 
year, the 12th seed is the 
first Scandinavian since Stefan 
Edberg in 1994-95 to advance 
to consecutive quarter-finals 
in the California desert, ATP 
reports 

Rune had an inconsistent 
start to the year. The World 
No. 13 reached the fourth 
round at the Australian Open 

but struggled in February, 
failing to record consecutive 
wins at tour-level events in 
Rotterdam, Buenos Aires and 
Acapulco. 

After earning his 16th Top 
10 win and first on an outdoor 
hard court, Rune will aim to 
continue his run when he 
meets Tallon Griekspoor in 
the last eight. 

“It was an extremely good
match from my side from 
start to finish. I stayed very 
committed to my game plan. 
“Mentally I was very, very 

good. I think that’s what 
made the difference. How 
composed I could stay," 
Rune, who had to retire at 
his last tournament in Aca-
pulco due to food poisoning, 
said in a TV interview. 

Earlier, Griekspoor over-
came Japanese qualifier 
Yosuke Watanuki and the 
rain to reach his first ATP 
Masters 1000 quarter-final. 

In a rain-disrupted clash, 
Griekspoor earned a 7-6(4), 
6-1 win to become the first 
Dutchman to advance to the 

last eight at a Masters 1000 
since Robin Haase in Toronto 
in 2018. 

Griekspoor captured the 
biggest win of his career in 
the second round when he 
upset No. 2 in the ATP Rank-
ings Alexander Zverev. Griek-
spoor has been in red-hot 
form in recent weeks, having 
also advanced to the semi-
finals in Dubai. 

In the women's section, 
No. 23 seed Elina Svitolina 
of Ukraine withstood rain 
and battled into the Indian 
Wells Open quarterfinals 
with a 5-7, 6-1, 6-2 upset of 
No. 4 seed American Jessica 
Pegula. 

 The former Indian Wells 
semifinalist shook off her 
early misfortunes and flipped 
the match on its ear as she 
claimed 12 of the final 15 
games to earn a trip to her 
21st WTA 1000 quarterfinal, 
and first since 2021. 

On a misty day in the Cal-
ifornia desert, Svitolina and 
Pegula had to brave a lengthy 
rain delay after the first game 
of the third set. It was Svitolina 
who came back from the 

interlude with fire in her 
eyes. She put Pegula on the 
back foot and raced away 
with the win. 

Pegula entered Indian 
Wells having just won the 
Austin title earlier this month, 
but Svitolina came out on 
top, earning just her third 
win over Pegula in their eight 
career meetings. 

Svitolina, who is into the 
quarterfinals at Tennis Par-
adise for the first time since 
2019, will face either Mirra 
Andreeva, who ousted Elena 
Rybakina for the second time 
in three weeks to advance 
to the quarterfinals with a 
commanding 6-1, 6-2 win. 

The 17-year-old Russian 
Andreeva's run in the desert 
comes fresh off the heels of 
her capturing a maiden WTA 
1000 title at the Dubai Cham-
pionships, which propelled 
her to become the youngest 
player to reach the Top 10 
since 2007. 

Earlier,  Iga Swiatek 
thumped 15th-seeded Karoli-
na Muchova with 6-1, 6-1 
victory tp march into the 
quarterfinals.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH 

 
Rookie forward Arshdeep 
Singh has recently been in 
the spotlight for his consistent 
performances, earning him 
his senior India debut at the 
FIH Hockey Pro League 
2024/25 (Men) in 
Bhubaneswar.  

The 20-year-old Arshdeep 
first made headlines during 
the 2024 Men’s Junior Asia 
Cup in December last year 
as he scored six goals in the 
tournament and was impres-
sive with the stick. “It was a 
very good tournament for 
me, and I scored some good 
goals. Especially winning 
against Pakistan in the final 
was a special moment for 
me. I thought I would get a 
chance to play for the seniors 
after the Junior World Cup 
later this year, but I didn’t 
expect to make it into the 
senior squad so early,” he 
commented. 

Although he did catch 
eyes during the Junior Asia 

Cup, Arshdeep Singh’s break-
out tournament was the 
Hockey India League (HIL) 
earlier this year, where he 
was named the Upcoming 
Player of the tournament. 
He was one of the first names 
in the Hyderabad Toofans 
team sheet and scored three 
goals to help his side reach 
the final. 

Talking about his HIL 
experience, Arshdeep shared, 
“The atmosphere in my team, 
Hyderabad Toofans, was very 
positive, which is why I could 
play so freely and thrive in 
the tournament. I was with 
the team when I got to know 
that I have been selected in 
the national team. I called 
my mom first because it was 
truly a proud moment for 
me.” 

Although it was a big day 
for Arshdeep when his name 
was in the lineup against 
Spain, he was more excited 
than nervous since the senior 
players in the squad helped 
him cope with the pre-match 
blues. About his debut, 

Arshdeep said, “My debut 
experience was very good. I 
got to play two matches, and 
learnt a lot, especially how 
structured the top teams in 
the world are. Playing with 
the senior players has boosted 
my confidence and has moti-
vated me to improve my 
game. I was excited because 
I wanted to make the most 
of this chance. The senior 
players really helped me. 
Sukhjeet advised me to play 
freely and not think about 
the mistakes I make. He told 
me the way I react after mak-
ing mistakes is more impor-
tant. Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh told me he will try his 
best to win the match to 
make it memorable for me 
and told me to try my hardest 
to score a debut goal," he 
said. 

The federation has also 
recognised his talent and 
hard work, as he has been 
nominated for the Hockey 
India Jugraj Singh Award for 
Upcoming Player of the Year 
(Men – Under 21).

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
MUMBAI, 12 MARCH

 
With football’s greatest rival-
ries coming to Indian soil 
with legends of Real Madrid 
and FC Barcelona reigniting 
their iconic battle, Luis Figo, 
Carles Puyol, Fernando Mori-
entes, and Ricardo Quaresma 
are among the football greats 
excited to bring the magic 
on the pitch in 'Legends 
Faceoff'. 

 This historic faceoff will 
take place at the 55,000-
capacity DY Patil Stadium 
in Navi Mumbai on 6 April. 

Figo, a Ballon d’Or winner 
(2000) and a key figure in 
Portuguese football history, 
played for both FC Barcelona 
and Real Madrid, winning 
multiple La Liga titles and 
the 2002 UEFA Champions 
League with Los Blancos. 

"India, I know you love 
football, and I can’t wait to 
bring the magic to Mumbai. 
Let’s make this an unforget-
table night!” Figo said. 

Puyol is a defensive pow-
erhouse for FC Barcelona 
and Spain, captaining Barca 
to six La Liga titles and three 
UEFA Champions League 
trophies, while also playing 
a crucial role in Spain’s 2010 
FIFA World Cup triumph 
and UEFA Euro 2008 victory.  

“India, I’ve seen your pas-
sion for football from afar—
now it’s time to witness it 
up close. Can’t wait to feel 
the energy in Mumbai!” said 
Puyol. 

Morientes, a prolific goal-
scorer, was instrumental in 
Real Madrid’s dominance, 
securing three UEFA Cham-
pions League titles (1998, 
2000, 2002) and representing 
Spain in two FIFA World 
Cups (1998, 2002) and UEFA 
Euro 2004. “I’ve played in 
some of the most electric 
stadiums in the world, and 
now it’s time to experience 
India’s football madness. 
See you soon, Mumbai!” 

added Morientes. 
Quaresma, known for his 

flair and creativity, was a key 
part of Portugal’s UEFA Euro 
2016-winning squad. The 
former FC Barcelona and FC 
Porto winger also won league 
titles in Portugal and Turkey, 
along with the UEFA Europa 
League with Porto (2011), 
cementing his reputation as 
one of the game’s most skilful 
wingers. “I’ve heard incredible 
things about football fans in 
India. Excited to finally expe-
rience it in Mumbai!" stated 
Quaresma. 

This is not the first time 
Barca Legends are heading 
back to India. They last played 
in Calcutta on September 
29, 2018 against a team of 
veterans from Mohun Bagan, 
comfortably winning 6-0. 

Speaking on the associa-
tion Josep Maria Meseguer, 
Head - Barcelona Legends, 
said, "We truly appreciate 
India's efforts in bringing a 
historic match like El Clasico 
to Mumbai. Football holds 
a special place in the hearts 
of Indian fans, and events 
like these help strengthen 
the global football commu-
nity. "A special thanks to 
John Zaidi and The Sports 
Front team for their dedication 
and passion in making this 
possible. Their vision and 
hard work have created an 
incredible platform for fans 
to experience the magic of 
Barca Legends and Real 
Madrid Leyendas live." 

Speaking about this land-
mark event, John Zaidi, CEO 
and Co-Founder of The Sports 
Front, added, "Legends Face-
off is a historic moment for 
Indian football, and we are 
thrilled to bring these iconic 
players to Mumbai. This 
match is not just about foot-
ball; it’s about celebrating 
the passion and love for the 
game that Indian fans have 
always shown. We can't wait 
for an unforgettable night 
on 6 April." 

Barca, Madrid greats raring for 
‘Legends Faceoff’ in Mumbai

AGENCIES 
LIVERPOOL, 12 MARCH 

 

P
aris won 1-0 at Anfield 
before more Gianluigi 
Donnarumma shoot-
out heroics helped 

them to overcome Liverpool 
on penalties and reach the 
UEFA Champions League 
quarterfinals.  

Paris keeper Donnarumma 
saved twice in the shoot-out 
as Paris overcame a 1-0 first-
leg deficit to reach the quar-
terfinals. 

Ousmane Dembele com-
pleted a slick move by slotting 
in his seventh goal of the 
campaign in the 12th minute, 
drawing Paris level in the tie 
in doing so, but Liverpool 
dominated after the break 
and Luis Enrique's side needed 
Donnarumma to brilliantly 
paw Luis Diaz's header away 
and maintain overall parity 
in the tie. 

The visitors went closest 
during extra time before Don-
narumma denied Darwin 
Núñez and Curtis Jones from 
the spot, allowing 19-year-
old substitute Desire Doue 
to convert the decisive penal-
ty. 

Earlier, Barcelona become 
the first team into the last 
eight, turning on the style in 
an emphatic second-leg win 
against Benfica in the early 
kick-off. Raphinha and Lamine 
Yamal starred as Barcelona 
roared into the quarterfinals. 
The pair combined for the 
11th-minute opener, the 
Spanish youngster providing 
a fine cross for the Brazilian 
international to coolly volley 
in. Nicolas Otamendi replied 
almost instantly for Benfica 
with a header. 

Yamal netted the pick of 
the goals with a sublime curl-

ing strike on 27 minutes, and 
Raphinha then fired in his 
11th of the campaign to 
become the overall top scorer 
this season and end the con-
test before half-time. 

Bayern Munich also cruise 
through against Bundesliga 
rivals Leverkusen. Harry 
Kane's tap-in and Alphonso 
Davies' first-time finish sealed 
a convincing victory for Bay-
ern. Kane, twice denied by 

Lukas Hradecky in the open-
ing stages, extended the lead 
across the tie early in the 
second half with a straight-
forward strike after Patrik 
Schick's clearance rebounded 
into the path of the Bayern 
No9. The England captain 
then turned provider when 
spotting the run of Davies 
into the area, with the Cana-
dian international full-back 
sweeping in impressively. 

The visitors pressed for 
further goals in the closing 
stages, with Jamal Musiala 
denied by the woodwork on 
two occasions. Bayern will 
meet Inter in the quarterfinals 
after the Nerazzurri completed 
their assignment against 
Feyenoord.  

Inter are through to the 
quarter-finals for just the 
second time since 2010/11 
after wrapping up a com-

fortable aggregate triumph 
over Feyenoord.  Marcus 
Thuram put the Serie A side 
ahead in style eight minutes 
in, receiving the ball midway 
inside the Feyenoord half 
and weaving his way into 
the penalty area before
unleashing a sensational 
long-range strike. 

Jakub Moder reduced the 
deficit for Feyenoord from 
the penalty spot just before 

half-time but Inter replied 
with a spot kick of their own 
shortly after the interval, con-
verted by Hakan Çalhano lu 
for his second goal in the 
Champions League knockout 
rounds – the first coming in 
February 2015. 

Barcelona, Bayern, Inter 
and PSG are the first four 
teams through to the quar-
terfinals of the Champions 
League. 

‘Harmanpreet said he’ll try to make it memorable’: Arshdeep on senior debut 
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Yuva All Stars: Jaipur, Falcons, Yoddhas, Spartans win  
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HARIDWAR, 12 MARCH 

 
Sonipat Spartans, Yuva Yod-
dhas, UP Falcons and Jaipur 
Pink Cubs registered victo-
rious on Day 6 to strengthen 
their position in the Yuva All 
Stars Championship 2025 
here at the Vandana Kartaria 
Indoor Stadium. 

Yuva Yoddhas thrashed 
Kurukshetra Warriors 55-27 
in the reserve leg-fixture after 
suffering a narrow loss against 
the same opponent in the 
season opener of the Yuva 
All Stars Championship 2025. 

Both teams were at their 
best, before the Yoddhas 
inflicted an all-out and a 
Super Raid by Shivam Singh 
to take a 24-11 lead at half-
time. 

The Yoddhas continued 
to dominate the game as 
they inflicted two All Outs 
in the second half on the 
Kurukshetra Warriors, deny-
ing them several chances. 
They won the match by 28 
points and solidify their top 
spot in the Pool B standings 
with 25 points. 

Shivam Singh was the 
standout player with 14 raid 
points. With seven tackle 
points, Sonu Rathee was the 
star defender in the first 
encounter of Day 6. 

In the second game, Soni-
pat Spartans stunned the in-
form Junior Steelers 49-32 
in the second match. The 
Spartans took a strong seven-
point lead by inflicting an 
all-out on the Steelers. How-
ever, the Haryana-based club 
got back into the game with 
an all-out on the Sonipat 
Spartans in the dying minutes 
of the first half. The half-
time score read 19-17 in 
favour of the Spartans. 

In the second half, the 
Spartans stole the show with 
an exceptional attacking and 
defensive performance, scor-
ing 30 points. Ankit Kumar 
Rana (9 raid points) and 
Akash Deshwal (8 raid points) 
were the top performers in 
Sonipat’s 17-point win against 
the Junior Steelers. Sonipat 
Spartans have moved to the 
second position in Pool B, 
while the Steelers are third 
in Pool A. 

UP Falcons got the better 
of Palani Tuskers in the third 
encounter, winning 46-30. 
Palani Tuskers had a horrific 
start to the game, scoring 
just seven points in the first 
half. However, they regrouped 
and added 23 points to their 
tally in the second half. 
Despite their efforts, the Fal-
cons were stronger and took 
home the victory. 

Raiders Arjun Sirohi and 
Kunal Bhati ruled the match 
with 11 and 8 points, respec-
tively, for the Falcons. Lucky 
Kumar was the best defender 
with six tackle points. With 
a convincing victory over the 
Tuskers, UP Falcons have 
moved to the second position 
in Pool A points table with 
17 points, while Palani Tuskers 
are fourth with 12 points. 

In the last match of the 
day on Tuesday, Jaipur Pink 
Cubs defeated Warriorz K.C. 
39-36 to settle the scores, 
having lost to the Warriorz 
35-42 in the reverse fixture. 
The Pink Club had a great 
first half with 21 points, 
including one All Out and 
Super Tackle each.
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PERRY REFLECTS ON WPL SHOW 
After not making it to the playoffs of 2025 Women’s 
Premier League (WPL), Royal Challengers Bengaluru all-

rounder Ellyse Perry admitted the season was a 
tricky one for her team, who were disappointed 
with some of the performances not being up to 
the mark. Defending champions RCB began their 
campaign on a strong note with two consecutive 
wins, but faced five successive losses
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After Champions Trophy triumph, 
Pandya sets sights on T20 World Cup
Instrumental in India’s recent limited-overs  dominance, star all-rounder has already picked his next target

Indian middle-order lets go of top-order dependency, finds stability, consistency as 2027 ODI WC awaits
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH 

 
With two successive white-
ball titles following T20 World 
Cup 2024 and ICC Champions 
Trophy 2025 wins, the Men 
in Blue, left heartbroken by a 
loss to Australia at 2023 World 
Cup finals, are at the top of 
the world again. A highly-
motivated and confident India, 
halfway through their journey 
towards 2027 ICC Cricket 
World Cup, has managed to 
solve its biggest issue in white-
ball cricket that kept its trophy 
cabinet empty for so long: 
Instability and inconsistency 
in the middle-order. 

Since 2010s, India’s white-
ball success has been depend-
ent on the heroics of its biggest 
superstars, Rohit Sharma and 
Virat Kohli. Openers Shikhar 
Dhawan, the 'Mr ICC' for 
India and later, the 'Prince' 
Shubman Gill served as high-
ly-attacking openers that 
would complement Rohit and 
Virat well. If Rohit did not get 

them, Gill did. If Gill did not 
get them, Rohit did. If Rohit-
Gill failed, it was Virat's safety 
net that guarded India from 
danger. However, in recent 
years, India found itself strug-
gling to find new middle-
order replacements for its 
former stars, skipper MS 
Dhoni, Suresh Raina and 
Yuvraj Singh, three men who 
kept India steps ahead of 
their opponents with a rare 
mix of calm and aggression. 

So whenever this famed 
trio lost form, there was often 
no hiding for Team India as 
despite success of their top-

order, they would stand 
exposed against world-class 
batting line-ups. This was the 
case plenty of times before 
the 2023 World Cup in India, 
when these veterans battled 
occasional dips in form. India 
tried several alternates, like 
Kedar Jhadav, Ambati Rayadu, 
Vijay Shankar, Manish Pandey, 
young Rishabh Pant and 
Hardik Pandya, but their 
ability did not match the 
intensity and demands of an 
occasion as big as an ICC 
event. A tracking of India's 
middle-order performances 
from their World Cup title 

defence in 2015 till now shows 
that in 2020s, a stability in 
Indian middle order has come, 
with Shreyas Iyer and KL 
Rahul being key accumulators 
and likes of Axar Patel, Hardik 
Pandya and Suryakumar Yadav 
being given a role to blast 
right from ball one. This sta-
bility and role clarity has given 
the Indian middle-order the 
consistency it wanted since 
years and it could win them 
many championship titles in 
years to come. 

From 2015 World Cup to 
2019 World Cup, India's mid-
dle-order struggled due to 
inexperience, age catching 
up with its superstars and 
consequent inconsistency. 

2015 World Cup 
During the 2015 World 

Cup, the top-order of Shikhar, 
Rohit and Virat made 1,068 
runs in 24 innings, with four 
centuries and three half-cen-
turies. Compared to them, 
the middle order consisting 
of Suresh Raina, MS Dhoni, 
Ajinkya Rahane and Ravindra 

Jadeja made a total of 786 
runs. They together scored a 
century and five fifties in 24 
innings. But other than Raina’s 
half-centuries against Pakistan 
and Bangladesh (in quarter-
finals), Dhoni's fighting half-
century in semifinal against 
Australia, the middle-order 
failed to deliver notable con-
tributions in big matches. A 
crumbling against Australia 
in the semifinals left this mid-
dle-order short of achieving 
its true potential. 

2017 Champions Trophy 
In the 2017 ICC Champions 

Trophy, India bet on its two 
old, match-winning horses, 
a returning Yuvraj and Dhoni, 
both in their mid to late 30s. 
Two fresher talents, Hardik 
and Kedar also earned call-
ups to the squads. Once again, 
India entered the final largely 
due to the unstoppable Rohit-
Shikhar-Virat trio, which made 
900 runs in 15 innings. How-
ever, the middle-order once 
again crumbled, especially 
during the high-profile clash 

against Pakistan in the final 
during a 339-run chase. 

2019 World Cup 
During the 2019 World 

Cup in UK, a stable middle-
order was non-existent as 
options like KL Rahul, Dhoni, 
Hardik, Kedar, Rishabh and 
Vijay were tried out. The top-
order of Shikhar Dhawan , 
Rohit Sharma, Virat and Rahul  
made a massive 1,540 runs 
in 27 innings, averaging 61.60, 
with a strike rate of 91.72, 
with seven centuries and eight 
fifties. Compared to this, the 
middle order scored just 790 
runs in 31 innings. Only three 
half-centuries came from 
middle-order, two by Dhoni 
and one by Kedar (80 runs in 
five innings, with a fifty). 
Hardik was at his hard-hitting 
best though, delivering explo-
sive 226 runs in nine innings 
at an average of 32.28, with a 
strike rate of over 112 and 
best score of 48. KL scored 
just 37 runs in two innings in 
the middle-order, while Vijay 
scored just 58 runs in his run 

at numbers four and six. Pant, 
who made 116 runs in four 
matches at an average of 29.00 
and best score of 48, was just 
finding his feet in white-ball 
cricket at number four spot, 
aged just 21. 

2023 World Cup 
The dark ages of Indian 

middle-order came to an end 
under the captaincy of Rohit, 
with Iyer and Rahul taking 
centre-stage as accumulators. 
In the 2023 WC, India’s top 
order scored heavily, blasting 
right from ball one. Rohit, 
Virat, Gill and Ishan Kishan  
delivered fireworks with 1,763 
runs in 33 innings. 

Finally, the middle-order 
also executed its role perfectly, 
delivering 1,219 runs in 34 
innings with three centuries 
and five fifties. Iyer and Rahul 
were the backbone of this 
middle-order. Jadeja and 
Suryakumar chipped in some 
useful cameos. If it was not 
for the fumbling in the final, 
these numbers would have 
looked even more better. 

2025 Champions Trophy 
Now, coming to the Cham-

pions Trophy, India delivered 
its most complete performance 
ever, with all the main men 
joining the party in knockout 
stages as well. The middle-
order, boosted by Axar's spin 
counter-attack, scored 591 
runs in 18 innings. Shreyas, 
KL Rahul, Axar and Hardik 
played as per demands and 
conditions to the perfection. 
As compared to the middle-
order, the top order of Rohit, 
Gill and Virat made a combined 
586 runs. 

Now, in 2023 ODI WC and 
2025 CT, the Indian middle-
order has let go off its depend-
ency on top-order and has 
reliability and identity of its 
own.  

The numbers do not lie 
that the consistency is more 
than ever and most of the 
experiments have passed the 
test. Will this same middle-
order guide India to the 2027 
ODI World Cup and become 
the all-time greatest ever?

Dravid joins RR camp in 
Jaipur: Rajasthan Royals 
head coach Rahul Dravid, 
who suffered an injury on 
his left leg during a club 
match in Bengaluru, just a 
week before the start of 
the 2025 season of the 
Indian Premier League (IPL), 
has rejoined the fran-
chise’s preparatory camp 
in Jaipur on Wednesday. 
The IPL franchise shared a 
photo on social media on 
Wednesday, in which Dravid 
is seen wearing a cast on 
his left leg, and captioned 
the post, “Head Coach 
Rahul Dravid, who picked 
up an injury while playing 
cricket in Bangalore, is 
recovering well and will join 
us today in Jaipur.” Dravid, 
who had previously been 
with the Royals in various 
capacities, was reappointed 
the head coach of the fran-
chise after he guided the 
national team to the T20 
World Cup title in June last 
year.

THUMBNAILS

Rohit must have the goal of playing 2027 ODI WC, feels Ponting
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH 

 
A couple of days after India 
skipper Rohit Sharma put to 
bed rumours around his retire-
ment from the 50-over format 
with a one-liner, former Australia 
skipper Ricky Ponting believes 
that the star batter is likely to 
have a specific goal in mind 
when he made the announce-
ment. 

Having been appointed 
India’s captain back in 2021 
at the age of 34, Rohit on 
Sunday clinched his second 
ICC title - following the ICC 
Men's T20 World Cup win last 
year - as India closed an invin-
cible Champions Trophy cam-
paign. Now approaching 38, 
there were rumours around 
the veteran batter’s retirement 
from the ODI format, an act 
not without precedence, given 
how Rohit had retired from 
T20Is after winning the T20 
World Cup. But Rohit quashed 
them in the press conference 
following the final win against 
New Zealand. “I’m not going 
to retire from this format, just 
to make sure no more rumours 
are spread,” Rohit told reporters 

after a Player-of-the-Match 
performance. 

Ponting said the Indian 
skipper’s decision had deeper 

implications for Indian cricket.  
“When you start getting to 

that point of your career, every-
one's waiting for you to retire. 

And I don't know why, when 
you can still play as well as 
he's played (in the final), I
think he was just trying to put 

those questions to bed once 
and for all and say, ‘no, I'm 
still playing well enough. I love 
playing in this team. I love 

leading this team.’ And I think, 
the fact that he said that, to 
me, it means that he must 
have that goal in mind of 
playing in the next (50-over) 
World Cup (in 2027),” Ponting 
said on The ICC Review. 

During the 2023 ODI World 
Cup, the Indian team had an 
exceptional run under Rohit’s 
leadership. However, the side 
fell at the final stage, having 
been dealt a six-wicket defeat 
at the hands of Australia in the 
summit clash. Ponting believes 
that a sense of unfinished busi-
ness may have to do with 
Rohit’s decision to stay in-
charge until the 2027 Men’s 
Cricket World Cup to be held 
in South Africa, Zimbabwe 
and Namibia. “I think probably 
the fact that they lost the last 
one and he was captain, that 
might be the thing that's playing 
on the back of his mind," 
Ponting noted. “Just have one 
more crack at trying to win 
the T20 World Cup, the Cham-
pions Trophy, and the ODI 
World Cup. I mean when you 
see him play like he played in 
the Champions Trophy final, 
you wouldn't say that his time 
is up just yet.”

Van Gogh for Vase: Vincent 
Van Gogh is fancied to win 
the 1,400m Indian Gold Vase 
here tomorrow.  
Selections:  
2.45 p.m: INTENSE BELIEF 1, 
Lahina 2. 
3.15 p.m.: KEITARO 1, Shel-
lacking 2. 
3.45 p.m.: CASHA 1, Asagiri 2 
4.15 p.m.: DANCE ALONG 1. 
Super Sapphire 2. 
4.45 p.m: VINCENT VAN GOGH 
1, A Star Is Born 2. 
5.15 p.m.: GO FOR THE MOON 
1, Gimmler 2. 
Day's best: Keitaro. 

Gautam Banerjea

ODI rankings: Gill remains on top, 
Rohit climbs to No. 3 after CT win

AGENCIES 
DUBAI, 12 MARCH 

 
After the recently concluded 
ICC Men’s Champions Tro-
phy-winning campaign, India 
skipper Rohit Sharma moved 
up to third place in the ODI 
batting rankings chart, led 
by fellow opener Shubman 
Gill.  

India lifted their third 
Champions Trophy title with 
a thrilling four-wicket victory 
over New Zealand in Dubai, 
star performers from both 
teams have been rewarded 
in the rankings update 
released on Wednesday. 

Rohit, who smashed a 
match-winning 76 off 83 balls 
in the final, jumped two 
places to third. For his impres-
sive performance in the final, 
Rohit was awarded the Player 
of the Match trophy. Mean-
while, Virat Kohli, who 
amassed 218 runs in the tour-
nament, remains in the top 
five (fifth place) following 
his haul of 218 runs in the 
tournament. 

New Zealand’s batters 
also made notable progress. 
Daryl Mitchell moves up one 
place to sixth, while young 
sensation Rachin Ravindra 
climbs an impressive 14 spots 
to 14th. Glenn Phillips also 
makes a leap, advancing six 
places to 24th. 

New Zealand’s skipper 
Mitchell Santner was one of 
the standout performers with 
the ball, taking nine wickets 
in the tournament, including 
two in the final. His efforts 
see him jump six places to 
No.2 in the ODI bowling 
rankings, just behind Sri 
Lanka’s Maheesh Theek-
shana. 

Fellow Kiwi Michael 
Bracewell also made a sig-
nificant gain, moving 10 
places up to 18th. 

India’s spin duo Kuldeep 
Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja 
saw their rankings improve 
after their key contributions 
in India’s unbeaten campaign. 
Kuldeep, who picked up 
seven wickets, climb to No.3, 
while Jadeja moved up to 
10th after claiming five wick-
ets. 

Afghanistan’s Azmatullah 
Omarzai remained the top-
ranked ODI all-rounder, but 
the Champions Trophy saw 
a major shake-up just below 
him. Mitchell Santner rose 
to fourth, while Michael 
Bracewell (up to 7th) and 
Rachin (up to 8th) make 
jumps after their all-round 
displays. 

Meanwhile, Gill was 
named the 'Player of the 
Month' for February on 
Wednesday following his 
exceptional batting perform-
ance throughout the month 
in 50-over format. 

The India top-order star 
took home the award, beating 
competition from Australia's 
Steve Smith and New 
Zealand's Glenn Phillips. 

In his five one-day inter-
nationals over the course of 
the month, Gill compiled 
406 runs, averaging 101.50 
at a strike rate of 94.19. 

This included a stellar 
outing in the 3-0 series win 
over England, wherein Gill 
registered three consecutive 
scores of over fifty. 

He began with a confident 
87 in Nagpur and followed 
it up with a 60 in Cuttack. 
He finished in a grand style, 
smashing a hundred in 
Ahmedabad. His 112 came 
from merely 102 balls and 
included 14 fours and three 
sixes. 

Gill was awarded the Player 
of the Match for this innings 
and also took home the Player 
of the Series award.

TRIDIB BAPARNASH 
NEW DELHI, 12 MARCH  

 

H
ardik Pandya has 
been instrumental 
in India’s recent 
dominance in 

white-ball cricket. With the 
Men-in-Blue clinching back-
to-back ICC titles in a span 
of nine months — the T20 
World Cup in the Caribbean, 
in June last year and the 
recently concluded Cham-
pions Trophy in Dubai, the 
star all-rounder said that the 
most beautiful feeling for 
him is to just step out onto 
the field wearing the iconic 
blue jersey of India. 

Now, with two major tro-
phies in the bag, Pandya has 
already set his sights on the 
next big challenge, the 
upcoming T20 World Cup, 
which will be jointly hosted 
by India and Sri Lanka next 
year. As he gears up for the 
marquee event, his focus 
remains on ensuring India 
extends its dominance in 
limited overs cricket.  

With the tournament on 
home soil, India will not only 
have the advantage of familiar 
conditions but will also enter 
with additional pressure of 
being the defending cham-
pions. 

“I love wins like this where 
everyone comes there, puts 
their heart out and you know 
I think this was for India, 
this was for Bharat. The 

champions trophy is done, 
next goal ICC T20 World Cup 
in India, lifting the cup,” 
Pandya said.  

Redemption after 2017 
heartbreak 

Despite heading into the 
2017 Champions Trophy 
final as the favourites, India 
had famously lost the title 
to arch-rivals Pakistan. 
Notably, though, Pandya led 
the counterattack with a blis-
tering 76 off 43 balls to help 

India recover from a pre-
carious 72/6 chasing a target 
of 339. He shared an 80-run 
stand for the seventh wicket 
off just 57 balls before being 
run out after a mix-up with 
his partner Ravindra Jadeja. 
But despite his valiant effort, 
India suffered a crushing 
180-run defeat. 

Now a senior member of 
the team, Hardik was one of 
the few players from that 
squad to feature in this final. 

This time, he turned the 
script around beautifully, 
scoring a crucial 18 off 18 in 
the death overs to put the 
game firmly in India’s hands. 

“In 2017, the work was 
left. You know I could not 
finish the job back then. And 
I am very very glad that 
tonight is the night where I 
can say that you know what, 
I am a champions trophy 
winner as well. So, sounds 
good I think.” said Hardik. 

Hunger still on 
The 31-year-old made it 

clear that he is far from done 
and is determined to win 
more trophies for India. With 
back-to-back triumphs, 
including last year’s ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup, he is 
eager to keep adding to his 
growing list of achievements. 

“For me it has always 
been about winning as many 
championships as I can. 

“I did say when we won 
in 2024 that this is not done, 
I still need 5-6 more trophies 
there. I am very happy that 
one more is added. The most 
important thing in my life 
and my cricketing journey 
has always been about how 
I can make sure that my 
team can win.” 

He emphasized that the 
joy of stepping onto the field 
in blue is as strong as ever 
and that the victory feels 
even more special to him, 
as it was a true team effort 
with every player contributing 
to the success. “And it's very 
very satisfying, very very 
calming, very very happy 
moment for me that every 
time I step on the field. You 
know, somehow even if I 
don't confirm that the team 
wins, I think that's the most 
beautiful feeling which I 
have. Everyone came out 
there and you know showed 
their class at the same point 
of time, the belief which they 
have,” he pointed out.


