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ISM Dhanbad,
41ITs, 2 [IMs
among 9 Indian
institutes in QS
global top 50

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

THE INDIAN School of Mines in
Dhanbad, whichis anIT, has se-
cured the highest ranking for an
Indian institution in the QS
World University Rankings by
Subject 2025, standing at rank
20 globally in ‘Engineering
—Mineral and Mining’ subject, up
fromrank 41 last year.

Global higher education ana-
lysts Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
released the rankings by subject
for 2025 on Wednesday. A total
of 79 Indian institutions featured
in the rankings, 10 more than
last year.

Nine Indian institutions fea-
tured in the top 50 across sub-
jects. In addition to the Indian
School of Mines Dhanbad, these
included the IITs in Delhi,
Bombay, Madras, and Kharagpur,
the IIMs in Ahmedabad and
Bangalore, and the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU). The only
private Indian institution that fea-
tured in the top 50 across subjects
was Saveetha Institute of Medical
and Technical Sciences, which
was ranked 26 in Dentistry.

While it remains among the
top 50, IIT Madras has seen a
drop in its ranking, from 16 last
year to 31 this year in Petroleum
Engineering.
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Pakistan train siege ends: 21 hostages
dead, all 33 attackers killed, says Army

SALEEM AHMED
& ASIFSHAHZAD
QUETTA,MARCH 12

PAKISTANI SECURITY forces
stormed a train on Wednesday
that had been hijacked by sepa-
ratist militants, killing all 33 at-
tackers and ending a day-long
standoff involving hundreds of
hostages, the military said.
Separatist Baloch militantson
Tuesday blew up the railway track
and hurled rockets at the Jaffar
Express when it was onits way to
Peshawar in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province from
Balochistan's capital of Quetta, a
security source said. The Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA) had
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A security person stands guard near a train carrying empty
coffins at a railway station in Quetta Wednesday. The coffins
are being sent to Bolan, where a train was hijacked. Reuters

India needs to grow 8%
for progress, core sector
must invest: SBI chief

HITESHVYAS,
GEORGE MATHEW
& SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI, MARCH 12

INDIA DEFINITELY needs to grow
at 8 per cent to progress, and this
needs consumption and private
capital expenditure, said Challa
Sreenivasulu Setty, Chairman,
State Bank of India, the largest
bank in the country with a de-
posit base of Rs 52.29 lakh crore.

“India definitely requires a
growth rate of 8 per cent to
progress, but this (current)
growth rate (of around 6 per
cent) is not to be really worried
about... We must realise that the
slowdown which we are talking

INTERVIEW

CS SETTY
CHAIRMAN, STATE BANK OF INDIA

about could be a blip. The long-
term story of India is intact,”
Setty told The Indian Express in
an interview.
According to him, while pri-
vate capital expenditure is
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

claimed to have carried out the at-
tack and warned that the
hostages'’ lives would be at risk if
the government did not negotiate.
The Pakistan military
spokesperson, Lt Gen Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry, said 21 hostages
and all 33 insurgents had been
killed. He said 440 people had
been on board. “Today we freed
alarge number of people, includ-
ingwomen and children... The fi-
nal operation was carried out
with great care,” Chaudhry said,
adding that no civilians were
killed in the operation. He said
the security forces had cleared
the train “bogie to bogie”.
An AP report said security
forces had rescued 346 hostages.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Telangana arrests two
women journalists for
video critical of CM

RAHUL VPISHARODY
& NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, MARCH 12

HYDERABAD POLICE arrested
two YouTube journalists on
Wednesday over a video critical
of Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy. The two women
were arrested based on a com-
plaint filed by a Congress worker.

According to police, Revathi
Pogadadanda(44), managing di-
rector of YouTube channel Pulse
Digital News Network, and Tanvi
Yadav alias Bandi Sandhya (25),
an employee of the channel,
were arrested in connection with
a “derogatory” video shot at the
headquarters of the opposition

UP, Maharashtra top list of those
freed from cyber crime centres

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

AS THE government brought
home 549 Indian nationals who
had been deceived with fake job
offers and forced into cyber-
crime activities in Southeast
Asia, a probe has revealed that
65 of them are from Uttar
Pradesh, 61 from Maharashtra,
57 from Gujarat and 48 from
Punjab. All of them have been
questioned by multiple agencies,
including the CBIL

The Indians were flown
home in two batches — 266 on

The Indian nationals were brought back home in two
batches — 266 on Monday and 283 on Tuesday. P11

Monday and 283 on Tuesday —

tres operating in Myanmar,

inmilitary aircraft. Many of them  Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos.

had been trafficked to scam cen-
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16 steps to end discrimination: In a Bengal

village, 5 Dalits

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA,MARCH 12

IT’S 10 am, and the village of
Gidhagram in West Bengal'’s
Purba Bardhaman district —
about 150 km from Kolkata —
has turned into a fortress. The
village is preparing for a historic,
never-before-seen event: in a
few minutes, a group of Dalits
from the village will enter the vil-
lage’s Gidheshwar temple — an
event that they hope marks the
beginning of the end of centuries
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of discrimination.

“The 16 steps we climbed to
enter the temple and offer Puja
ended generations of discrimi-
nation,” said 50-year-old
Mamata Das after the event.

Mamata was among the first
five people of the Dalit Das sub-
caste group to enter the temple
Wednesday. She and the others
— Santanu Das, 45, Lakkhi Das,
30, Puja Das, 27, and Sasthi Das,
45 — are among the village’s 550
Dalit inhabitants who have, un-
til recently, never been allowed

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

One dialect, one fable at a time: A 'Telugu
model opens a window for India Al dream

PAGE1
ANCHOR

VIDHATRIRAO
HYDERABAD, MARCH 12

“HOW WOULD you describe a
cloud whenit’s about to rain?”
For close to a year now, an
army of volunteersin Telangana
has been getting people to talk.
And so, they talk — family stories,
the humdrum of their daily lives,
the day’s weather, fables, leg-

Student volunteers recording voice samples for Swecha’s

Telugu LLM project. Swecha

ends. Sometimes, they read —
from newspaper reports, books.
All of whichis precious data, the
kind that Swecha, a Hyderabad-
based non-profit, hopes will
some day add up to a Telugu
Large Language Model (LLM).
As India attempts to build its
own LLM, Swecha’s experience
with documenting the language
— in this case, Telugu — offers a
window into what an Indian
model will need to factor in.
Indian languages, rich in de-
tail, are known to have numerous
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS).

The two, who police say were
involved in “social media trolling”
and implicated in two previous
cases, have been remanded inju-
dicial custody for 14 days.

The complainant, a state sec-
retary of the Congress Social
Media Cell, had alleged that a
video was being circulated on X,
where a representative from
Pulse News could be seen inter-
viewing an individual, provoking
derogatory and abusive state-
ments against the Chief Minister.

He alleged this indicated a
deliberate attempt by the chan-
nel to defame and spread false
propaganda, adding that such
posts could incite divisions

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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ENHANCED STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

India, Mauritius sign

eight pacts as PMs
decide to elevate ties

India to build
new Mauritius
Parliament
building, train
500 civil servants

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
and Mauritius Prime Minister
Navin Chandra Ramgoolam de-
cided Wednesday to elevate the
status of the India-Mauritius
partnership to an “Enhanced
Strategic Partnership”.

The Indian government an-
nounced new infrastructure proj-
ects — small in scale and meant
for the local communities —
worth 500 million Mauritian ru-
pees (about Rs 100 crore). It will
also build the new Parliament
building in Mauritius. The two
countries agreed to settle their
mutual trade in local currency.

After the bilateral meeting in
Port Louis, Prime Minister Modi
said, “Today, Prime Minister
Navin Chandra Ramgoolam and
I decided to give the India-Mau-
ritius partnership the status of
‘Enhanced Strategic Partnership’.”

“In the second phase of com-
munity development projects,
new projects worth 500 million
Mauritian rupees will be started.
Five hundred civil servants from
Mauritius will be trained in India
in the next five years,” he said.

PM Narendra Modi with
Mauritius President
Dharambeer Gokhool (left)
and PM Navinchandra
Ramgoolam in Port Louis. P11

“We decided that India will
cooperate in building the new
Parliament  building in
Mauritius. This will be a gift to
Mauritius from the Mother of
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Behind
Delhi’s
® outreach

EXPLAINED

CHINA’S ASSERTION and
its expanding footprintin
the Indian Ocean has
been closely tracked by
Delhi. For this very rea-
son, it has been firming
up alliances, especially
those related to maritime
security, with island na-
tions in the region.
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RANYA RAO GOLD SMUGGLING CASE

DRI seeks CBI help to
probe ‘coordinated
smuggling syndicate’,
role of govt officials

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

DAYS AFTER Kannada actor
Ranya Rao was arrested by the
Directorate of Revenue Intelli-
gence (DRI) with 14.2 kg of gold
at the Bengaluru International
Airport on March 3, the agency
has asked the CBI to probe a
larger conspiracy of a “coordi-
nated smuggling syndicate” op-
erating from Dubai and the role
of government officials iniit.

The DRI approached the CBI
after it arrested two foreign na-
tionals from Oman and UAE at
the Mumbai airport earlier this
month with 21.28 kg of gold
worthX18.92 crore.

The CBI registered an FIR on
March 7 after they received a
complaint from Additional
Director, DRI, Abhishek Chandra
Gupta. Director General, DRI,
Abhai Kumar Srivastav sent his
letter to CBI Director Praveen
Sood, along with Gupta’s letter,
stating that the complaint per-
tains to detection of two cases of
attempted gold smuggling in
huge quantities in quick succes-
sion (March 3 and March 6), in-
volving Indian and foreign pas-
sengers, making trips from Dubai.

“DRI has arrested two for-
eigners at Mumbai international
airport attempting to smuggle

21.28 kg of gold into India worth
around318.92 crore on March 6.
These two passengers had come
from Dubai and had previously
arrived at Mumbai airport mul-
tiple times,” Gupta said in his
complaint. He said earlier DRI
had intercepted an Indian lady
passenger (Ranya Rao) coming
from Dubai at Kempegowda
International Airport, Bengaluru,
on March 3.

“She was attempting to smug-
gle 14.2 kg gold worth X12.56
crore and was arrested. Searches
atherresidence led torecovery of
gold jewellery worth X2.06 crore
and Indian currency amounting
to X2.67 crore. These passengers
also had multiple international
travels, including Dubai,” he said.

“These two cases detected in
quick succession involving pas-
sengers making trips from
Dubai, the attempted smuggling
of large quantities of gold into
India and the high frequency of
these visits involving Indian and
foreign nationals point to a pos-
sible nexus with a coordinated
smuggling syndicate, possibly
operating from Dubai... This
may have larger national and in-
ternational ramifications. The
possibility of involvement of un-
known public servants of the
government of India and un-
known others with such a coor-
dinated network needs to be in-
vestigated,” he said.

HC: Suspension of Dalit

PhD student by TISS ‘not
outcome of discrimination’

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI,MARCH 12

THE BOMBAY High Court on We-
dnesday dismissed a plea by Dalit
PhD student Ramadas K Slastyear
challenging his suspension by TISS
over “repetitive misconduct and
anti-national activities”.

The court observed the insti-
tute’s action was “not out of dis-
crimination or against freedom
of expression.”

A bench of Justices Chandu-
rkarand M M Sathaye passed the
judgment on Ramadas’s plea se-
eking revocation of the order on
April 18,2024, which suspended
him from TISS’s School of Deve-
lopmental Studies for two years.

“We find that this is not a fit
case to interfere. There is no
merit in the petition and the
same is dismissed,” the HC held.

The plea filed by Ramadas
sought to set aside areport by the
empowered committee of TISS,

which recommended his sus-
pension, claiming that the panel
had conducted an arbitrary in-
quiry without giving him the op-
portunity of a personal hearing
and did not follow due process.

In July last year, the HC had
directed TISS to upload the doc-
uments of the petitioner so that
his fellowship continued pend-
ing his plea

In May last year, TISS sought
to dismiss the plea stating that
Ramadas had filed it without ex-
ercising an alternative remedy of
appeal beforeits Vice-Chancellor,
whichit said was available to him.
However, senior advocate Mihir
Desai and advocate Lara Jesani,
appearing for the petitioner, de-
nied the institute's claim.

TISS, in its reply filed through
its registrar, had claimed that “as
per the 2016-2017 Handbook for
PhD students, appellate authority
for decisions made by the Emp-
owered Committee lies with the
Director of Institute (now V-C).”

e Pakistan train siege ends

Officials did not immediately
account for the remaining
passengers.

(PTI adds: Lt Gen Chaudhry
told Dunya News TV that four
paramilitary Frontier Corps sol-
diers were also killed in the inci-
dent. He said that on Tuesday,
around 1 pm, terrorists blew up
arailway track in the Bolan Pass
area of Osi Pur. He described the
area as difficult terrain, where
the terrorists initially used
hostages, including women and
children,as human shields. “The
rescue operation began imme-
diately, with participation from
the Army, Air Force, Frontier
Corps, and Special Services
Group commandos,” he said.

During the operation, the ter-
rorists remained in contact with
their facilitators and master-
minds in Afghanistan via satel-
lite phones, he said, adding that
it showed their foreign nexus. He
said the forces took time to com-
plete the operation because the
terrorists were using the
hostages as human shields.

“The rescue operation contin-
ued periodically, and in the final
clearance operation in the
evening, all remaining hostages
were secured. Since the terrorists
were using passengers as human
shields, the operation was con-
ducted with extreme precision
and caution,” he told Durnya News.

He said efforts were also un-
derway to gather passengers who
had fled in different directions
during the operation.

He warned that “the train at-
tack has changed the rule of the
game”,and said the terroristsand
their facilitators would be hunted
down wherever they were. “We
cannot allow anyone to target
Pakistanis on behalf of their for-
eign paymasters,” he said.)

Earlier in the day, Junior
Interior Minister Talal Chaudhry
told Geo TV that BLA militants,
with bombs strapped to their
bodies, were sitting next to pas-
sengers. “They are wearing suicide
vests and... that's making the res-
cue difficult,” he said.

The group had threatened to
start executing hostages unless
authorities metits48-hour dead-
line for the release of Baloch polit-
ical prisoners, activists, and miss-
ing people it says were abducted
by the military.

The BLA also released a pur-
ported video of the hijack, which
shows the train travelling through
a barren pass when an explosion
on the track sends up plumes of
black smoke as the locomotive ap-
proaches, while a group of mili-
tants watch from a hill above.

The video, posted on messag-
ing app Telegram by the group's
spokesperson, then cuts toimages
of people being pulled off the train
halted outside a tunnel.

On Wednesday evening, be-
fore the Army announcement, the
BLA said it had killed 50 passen-
gers. A junior government minis-
ter had earlier said 70-80 attackers
had hijacked the train.

Baloch militant groups say
they have been fighting foralarger
share in the regional wealth of
mines and minerals. The BLA reg-
ularly targets Pakistani security
forces and has also attacked civil-
ians, including Chinese nationals
among the thousands working on
multibillion-dollar projects in
Balochistan related to the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning said her
country “will continue to firmly
support Pakistan in advancing its
counterterrorism efforts.”

-REUTERS, WITHAPINPUTS
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India, Mauritius sign eight pacts as PMs decide to elevate ties

Democracy,” Modi said.

He also outlined the vision for
Global South — MAHASAGAR or
“Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and
Growth Across Regions”. This,
from the Indian viewpoint, is im-
portant given China’s aggressive
behaviour and expanding strate-
gic footprint in the region, espe-
cially in the island countries.

Modi said a free, open, secure
and safeIndian Oceanis the com-
mon priority of India and
Mauritius and that he and
Ramgoolam agreed that defence
cooperation and maritime secu-
rity are an important part of the
strategic partnership between the
two countries.

“We are committed to extend
full cooperation in the security of

Mauritius’ Exclusive Economic
Zone,” he said.

Ramgoolam said, “The Prime
Minister of India and myself had
very constructive discussions on
how to take our bilateral relations
to even greater heights. In this per-
spective, we have further agreed
to strengthen our relations
through a Mauritius-India joint vi-
sion document for an enhanced
strategic partnership. Our shared
vision is to increase our coopera-
tioninexisting and emerging sec-
tors such as space, space research,
artificial intelligence, digital
health, ocean economy, pharma-
ceuticals, ICT, FinTech and cyber
security.”

He expressed gratitude that
India will continue to assist
Mauritius in modernising the

health sector.

“Our two countries will con-
tinue to reinforce trade relations
through the comprehensive eco-
nomic cooperation and partner-
ship agreement and set up such
innovative mechanisms that
would further facilitate ex-
changes for our mutual benefit,”
he said.

The two sides signed eight
pacts that will provide for promot-
ing the use of national currencies
for cross-border transactions,
sharing of maritime data, joint
work in combating money laun-
dering and enhancing coopera-
tion in the MSME (Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises) sector.

Modi said every possible help
will be provided to Mauritius to
help it meet the needs of its Coast

Guard and that New Delhi will as-
sist in the establishment of a po-
lice academy and national mar-
itime information sharing centre
in the country.

“Cooperation on white ship-
ping, blue economy and hydrog-
raphy will be strengthened. We
fully respect Mauritius’ sover-
eignty in the context of Chagos,”
he said.

Indiahas been supporting the
island nationinits efforts toreach
a mutually beneficial deal with
the UK over the Chagos Islands in
the Indian Ocean.

The two Prime Ministers also
jointly inaugurated the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of Public
Service and Innovation. Modi said
the institute will serve as the hub
for learning and research.

e UP, Maharashtra top list of those freed from cyber crime centres

They landed at Hindon air-
base and were taken to the CBI
Academy in Ghaziabad, where
they were questioned by senior
officers of the CBI, NIA, and po-
lice from their respective states.

According to data compiled so
far by the CBI after examining
their documents, Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujaratand Punjab
accounted for a chunk of those
brought back. The other states are:
Karnataka (34), Tamil Nadu (33),
Rajasthan (29), Haryana (26),
Telangana (23), West Bengal (20),
AndhraPradesh(19), Uttarakhand
(18), Bihar and New Delhi (16
each), Jammu and Kashmir (14),
Kerala (11), Jharkhand (6) and
Himachal Pradesh (5). The docu-
ments of the rest are still under
verification to ascertain their
states.

During their questioning, in-
vestigators found a common
thread — the manner in which
theywere lured into the trap. They
claimed they were all approached
by a placement agency, which of-
fered data entry operator jobs
with a good salary package.

“They accepted the offer letter,
but got shocked after reaching the
place where they were forced to
commitonline fraud by theirem-
ployers. Now after their question-
ing, the concerned state police has
been asked to take legal action
against the concerned alleged
placement agency, travel agent for
duping them,” a source said. “No
decision has been taken yet to take
legal action against these people.”

Data from the National Cyber
Reporting Platform (NCRP), under
the Ministry of Home Affairs,

shows fraudsters cheated people
of Rs 551 crore in 2021; Rs 2,306
crore in 2022; and Rs 7,496 in
2023. A total of 1,37,254 com-
plaints were received in 2021;
5,15,083 in 2022; 11,31,649 in
2023; and 17,10,505 complaints
were received lastyear,according
to the data.

According to data from the
Indian Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (14C), a division under the
MHA, about 45% of the cyber-
crimes targeted at India originate
from the Southeast Asia region,
mainly Cambodia, Myanmar and
Laos PDR.

In a written response in the
Rajya Sabha on Wednesday,
Minister of State for Home Affairs
Bandi Sanjay Kumar said that the
‘Citizen Financial Cyber Fraud
Reporting and Management

System’, under 14C, was launched
in 2021 for immediate reporting
of financial frauds and to stop si-
phoning off funds by the fraud-
sters.

Sofar,anamount of more than
Rs 4,386 crore has been saved in
more than 13.36 lakh complaints,
he said.

“l4C proactively identified and
blocked more than 3,962 Skype
IDs and 83,668 WhatsApp ac-
counts used for Digital Arrest. Till
February 28 this year, more than
7.81lakhs SIM cards and 2,08,469
IMElIs as reported by Police au-
thorities have been blocked by
Centre,” the minister said.

Asfirst reported by The Indian
Express on March 28, 2024, more
than 5,000 Indians are suspected
of being stuck in Cambodia and
forced to carry out cyber fraud.

e Telangana arrests two women journalists for video critical of CM

within society and disturb law
and order.

P Viswaprasad, ACP (Crimes
and SIT), said, “The alleged video
was shot at BRS headquarters in
Banjara Hills in February and re-
leased on March 10, just ahead
of the Budget session, as per an
orchestrated plan to insult, de-
fame, and abuse the CM. The
content of the video is vulgar,
derogatory, insulting, and abu-
sive, crossing all levels of de-
cency. The accused have been
doing this repeatedly and post-
ing on social media for fame and
views. We have evidence that
they received monetary incen-
tives from the BRS party. We will
investigate every aspect.”

The officer said the person
who was interviewed and hurled
abuses at the Chief Minister
would also be identified and
booked. “The YouTube channel
has been operational for the last
two months, and as part of a plan,
the reporter has been provoking
people to hurl abuses at the CM.”

Asked if the FIR was meant as
a warning to anyone who criti-
cises the Chief Minister,
Viswaprasad told The Indian
Express that “anyone who
crosses all levels of decency is li-
able to face the law”. “The
YouTube channel works hand in
glove with the BRS,” he said.

He said freedom of speech
should be respected just as a per-

son’s reputation and privacy
should be. “It should conform to
the standards of society.”

Jakkula Laxman, a lawyer
who represented the two jour-
nalists, said, “The two women
were arrested for doing their job.
They interviewed a common
man who was angry with the
government and put it on their
channel. They were well within
their right to do so.” He alleged
that the police “misbehaved”
with the two women, and said
that the judge had “taken note of
the police excesses”.

Police seized two laptops,
two hard disks, seven CPUs, and
other items from the Pulse News
office in Madhapur.

Before her arrest in the
morning, Revathi shared a video
in which she said, “Cops at my
doorstep! They want to arrest
me. They may pick me up and
take me. One thing is clear:
Revanth Reddy wants to put
pressure on me and my family
and threaten me.”

The two were picked up
around 5 am.

On Tuesday afternoon,
Revathi shared the video and a
part of the FIRon her handle on X,
stating, “DON’T SHARE THIS
VIDEO PLEASE! !l CASESWILLBE
FILED. Here is a video of my team
speaking to an old man. He ex-
presses his frustration about var-
ious issues in his own language.

The Telangana Congress is busy
filing cases, and Telangana police
are very religiously filing FIRs on
people sharing this video.”

Tagging Congress MP Rahul
Gandbhi, Revathi wrote, “Is this the
democracy you talkabout? Is this
part of the Constitution? Please
teach your government Article 19
first! And I hope your govern-
ment lets the media that doesn’t
fall at their feet stay free. Also, how
is sharing an opinion a crime?
And if you can’t handle a one-
minute opinion of a 60-70-year-
old man, I pity you... When the
CM of Telangana speaks about
CHINA + 1, most of us assumed
the wrong thing! He meant this!
Control media, stifle voices!”

The FIR has been filed under
the Information Technology Act
section 67 (transmitting obscene
material) and BNS sections 111,
61(2),353(2), and 352. The BNS
sections deal with publishing or
circulating any statement or re-
port containing false informa-
tion, rumour, or alarming news,
and also with intentionally in-
sulting someone to provoke a
breach of peace.

The arrests prompted a sharp
reaction from the Opposition, in-
cluding BRS leaders KT Rama
Rao, T Harish Rao, and
Kalvakuntla Kavitha.

“Kya yahi hain aap ki
‘Mohabbat Ki Dukaan’ Rahul
GandhiJi? Arresting two women

e A Telugu model opens a window for India Al dream

peculiarities — dialects change
within a few kilometres, and
there are variations depending
onreligion, communities, castes
and soon.

Certain nuances of the lan-
guage remain spoken, and are
rarely documented or codified.
Forinstance, when a cyclone ap-
proaches coastal Andhra
Pradesh, people say “gaali gur-
ralu padutunnayi literal transla-
tion: the wind horses are
singing).” Among Telugu-speak-
ing farming communities, peo-
ple describe ailments using agri-
cultural metaphors. A popular
example: “Naa oopiri panta ko-
talaundi(My breath feels like the
cutting of crops)”.

Existing LLMs such as
ChatGPT, Gemini, or Grok, which
are trained on large datasets, fail
to capture these nuances. It’s here
that Swecha and other research
groups and startups that are
working on creating India-specific
LLMs hope to make a difference.

Swecha’s is one of the 67 pro-
posals the India AlMission has re-
ceived since the government an-
nounced its intention to create an
indigenous foundational Almodel
— one that would account for the
peculiarities and the context in
which languages are spoken in
India.

The process of data collection
for Swecha started in 2024, led en-
tirely by volunteers from engi-
neering colleges in Telangana.

In collaboration with the gov-
ernment of Telangana, the
International Institute of
Information Technology (IIIT)

Hyderabad, and software compa-
nies Ozonetel and Tech Vedika,
Swecha organised an “Alyatra” to
familiarise the engineering stu-
dents with the emerging technol-
ogy and enrol them as volunteers
tobuild the Telugu-language LLIVL.

A network of 40,000 volun-
teers emerged through this.
“These volunteers collected voice
and video samples of people
across districts in Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh. We asked peo-
ple to talkabout their occupations,
way of life... We collected fables,
local sayings.. . Toidentify dialects,
we got people to read an old
newspaper article. Collecting such
digital-first datais notjustimpor-
tant for tech going forward but
alsofor cultural preservation,” ex-
plains Kiran Chandra Yarlagadda,
who co-founded Swechain2001.

In2005, Swecha, whichis part
of the Free Software Movement of
India, a larger coalition of groups
across the country looking to
bridge the digital divide, created
anoperating system thatenabled
users to use a computer in Telugu
— the first such for a regional lan-
guage in India. In 2023, they cre-
ated a Telugu Automatic Speech
Recognition (ASR) system —
which converts speech into text —
with 1.5 million voice samplesand
45,000 contributors.

In January 2024, Swecha re-
leased an Al storytelling project
called Chandamama Kathalu,
which digitised 40,000 Telugu
stories from the monthly chil-
dren’s magazine Chandamama.

Then, in January 2025, as the
race for building Almodels picked
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up, Yarlagadda and his team of
volunteers, along with IIIT
Hyderabad, started an initiative
called Viswam Al to work on “Al
Solutions for the Global South”.

Now, as theywork on the LLIV],
Swecha is in the process of la-
belling data — categorising dis-
parate information in a way
Machine Learning (a type of Al)
models can understand. The next
stepis to bring on board software
developers who can build the Al
models that can be ready for use.

Building the Telugu LLM has
become a community activity for
Swechaand Viswam Al. Over the
past few months, they have been
organising Al workshops for stu-
dents and Telugu indie singer
Ram Miryala has agreed to per-
form free concerts across
Telangana to encourage data col-
lection for the LLM. But building
anLLM is no mean task. It requires
extensive computational re-
sources, specialised chips called
Graphic Processing Units (GPUs),
and high energy.

“Runningan LLM on the scale
of ChatGPT costs crores of rupees
per day,” explains Yarlagadda.
“Butis thatthe way todoit? No, it
is not, fundamentally. We have
very different kinds of use cases
(for Al'in India). All our cultural
connections and everything are
very different. When we go for-
ward on our journey to build our
Almodels, we have to think of ef-
ficient ways of doing it. The
BigTech companies in America
use brute force. But there are
other ways of going about it.”

Yarlaggada goes on to talk

journalists in the wee hours of
the morning! What is their
crime? Giving voice to public
opinion on the incompetent and
corrupt Congress government?
Last I checked, the Constitution
of India that you hold regularly
upholds freedom of speech, Mr
Gandhi,” KTR wrote after shar-
ing a video of Revathi talking
about police at her doorstep.

Harish Rao posted, “Is this
democracy or dictatorship?
Revanth Reddy government re-
sponds to questions with arrests.
The illegal arrest of a senior jour-
nalist at 5 am today exposes how
insecure and cowardly this gov-
ernment has become.”

The ruling Congress defended
the police, saying the officers
have gathered “enough evidence
against the two YouTubers”.

“Revathi and her team have
links with the BRS and have
been, since the past two months,
propagating the social media
content of the BRS party. In this
social media content, police have
gathered evidence that there are
derogatory comments and un-
truths which are being spread to
hoodwink the common people.
They have also been spreading
defamatory content. The two
were arrested for violating sev-
eral sections of the IT Act and
BNS,” said general secretary of
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee Manavata Rai.

about DeepSeek, the Chinese Al
company that shook the world by
building Almodels at the fraction
of the cost of the tech giants in
America and with similar per-
formance on benchmarks in the
field. While Yarlagadda has high
hopes for Aland where it will po-
sition itself, he says the technol-
ogy needs to take everyone along.
“Al will play the role of due dili-
gence and intelligence as opposed
to justautomation,” he says.

But what are the use-cases of
creating an LLM for an Indianlan-
guage? Yarlagadda says the pos-
sibilities are endless. “The first
thing is that it opens up a lot of
things for Indian users who donot
even know how to write. If the
models are voice integrated, we
will be able to communicate to
anyone in another part of the
world. Thatis the kind of aleveller
itis going to be,” he says, adding
that it could help with solving re-
gion-specific problems in health
and agriculture.

He says that once we have this
foundational model that under-
stands regional nuances and di-
alects, anyone from a farmer in
Srikakulam to a labourer in
Nizamabad can use Al

“Imagine avoice-integrated Al
application for a farmer in
Telangana where irrigation is
done through borewells. Deaths
due to electrocution while switch-
ing on borewells are pretty com-
monin thisarea. Whatif afarmer
is able to give a command to
switch off the borewell in their
own dialect and in the way they
would speak,” Yarlagadda says.

106 steps to end discrimination

to set foot in the village.

The development came about
after the village’s Dalits, who form
about six per cent of the village’s
total population of around 2,000
families, wrote to the district ad-
ministration highlighting the dis-
crimination.

Asaresult, the five Dalits were
escorted to the temple by police
and the civic volunteers as they
walked from the predominantly
SC neighbourhood of Daspara to
the temple 10 minutes away. At
the temple, they offered prayers
for an hour while the entire area
was cordoned off by the police
and the Rapid Action Force.

For the Dalits of the village, this
is a significant step that came
about after years of resistance
from the village upper castes.
According to locals, the
Gidheshwar Shiva temple is
around 200 years old, with a
plaque on the temple stating that
it was renovated in 1997 (Bengali
year 1404).

“For us, it's historic since, for
the first time in history, we got the
right toworship in this temple. For
generations, we were driven
away.l came to offer prayers even
last year but they didn’t allow me
to even climb the steps. But, from
today, I hope for peace in the vil-
lage,” says Sasthi Das, 45.

On February 24 — just ahead
of Mahashiva Ratri — they wrote
to the district administration, the
block development officer and the
district police seeking their inter-
vention. In thatletter, they argued
that they had, for centuries, been
considered “untouchables” and
called “choto jaat” (low caste)
whose presence would render the
temple “apabitra” (impure).

However, despite their pleas,
they were kept out of the temple
during the festival. Then on
February 28, the sub-divisional of-
ficer (Katwa) called a meeting of
all stakeholders — the residents of
Daspara, the temple committee,
the local MLA, TMC's Apurba
Chowdhury, and the BDO. A res-

olution taken at the meeting said
that such discrimination had been
banned by the Constitution and
asserted the Dalit village residents’
right to pray at the temple.

“Everyone has the right to
worship. Therefore, Das families
will be allowed to enter
Gidheshwar Shiv Mandir in
Gidhagram, under Katwa 1
Block,” the resolution read.

However, according to offi-
cials, it wasn’t until a meeting on
March 11 that the resolution
turned into action. In that meet-
ing headed by the district admin-
istration and chaired by the SDO,
the stakeholders involved finally
resolved to allow five members of
Das community to enter the tem-
ple and offer “puja” as a symbolic
gesture. Chowdhury, the TMC
MLA from Mangalkot, also at-
tended this meeting.

Puja Das, who was one of the
five persons who entered the
temple Wednesday, hopes the vil-
lage’s Dalits cando what her fore-
fathers could never do — continue
to offer prayers at the temple.

“But we are educated now,
and the times have changed.
That'swhy we appealed to the ad-
ministration and police. With
their help, we finally managed to
get our rights,” she said. Another
Dalit village resident, Lakkhi, said:
“I saw the god of our village tem-
ple with my own eyes for the first
time”.

Itwas ateam effort, said Katwa
Sub-divisional Officer (SDO)
Ahimsa Jain.

“Such discrimination cannot
be allowed. We held multiple
meetings keeping in mind thatit's
a sensitive issue and finally con-
vinced the people involved,” she
said.

Locals believe that Dalits will
continue to be allowed tovisit the
temple. “There was a traditionac-
cording to which they were notal-
lowed inbut that has been broken
today.I think they will continue to
offer prayers here,” Mintu Kumar,
the temple caretaker, said.

e Core sector should invest: SBI chief

happening in certain sectors, the
core sectors, such as steel and ce-
ment, must start to invest. “They
all have reached the capacity util-
isation of 75-76 per cent,” he said.

Setty, who took charge as SBI
Chairman in August 2024, is of
the view 8 per cent growth needs
consumption to pick pace. “Rural
consumption is alright, but we
may have to see the trend post
rabi harvesting. But broadly some
of the indicators are better. In
terms of urban consumption, the
expectations of consumption
have been created. Now, the
Budget proposed there willbe no
taxonannual income up toRs 12
lakh,” he said.

The Indian economy grew 6.2
per cent during the quarter-ended
December 2024 and is estimated
to grow 6.5 per cent for the full
year 2024-25. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has projected a GDP
growthrate of 6.7 per cent for the
next financial year 2025-26.

Setty said the economic data
indicates private consumption in
the current quarter has picked up.
The Private Final Consumption
Expenditure (PFCE) has reached
7.6 per cent, whichmeans that the
consumption is coming back.
“There are certain sectors which
are slightly slower than others,
such as the auto segment. The
auto sector witnessed very good
growthin October-November;, but
December onwards it has slowed

down. But overall, private con-
sumption seems to be moving in
a positive direction,” he said.

Referring to private sector in-
vestment, the SBI Chairman said
companies seem to be worried
about external factors. “...how
tariffs are going to work out or if
a particular country is not able to
export, then whether the dump-
ing will happen here. But I think
these are all concerns which we
feel that can be overcome,” Setty
said.

Once consumption picks up,
private capital expenditure will
happenin the sector whichis not
witnessing (private capex).
“Otherwise, if you see our (SBI's)
pipeline of corporate lending is
aboutRs4lakhcrore...half of itis
sanctioned but yet to be dis-
bursed and half of it is under dis-
cussion. This is a significant
pipeline and the sectors also are
diversified other than the core
sector,” the SBI Chairman said.

On tariff wars, Setty said the
broader assessment is that the ex-
port basket of India is diversified,
bothin terms of products and also
in terms of geographies. “While
every export matters, and even if
you are exporting $10 billion or
$20 billion to the US, the impact
will be there, but it will not be as
significant in our view. What is
the most important in the whole
tariff talk is about the narrative,”
he said.

¢ 9 Indian institutes in QS top 50

IIT Delhi was ranked 26 in
Engineering and Technology,
making it the best performing
Indianinstitution in the subject,
followed by IIT Bombay at rank
28. Both IITs have performed
better compared to their rank-
ing of 45 last year.

[IM Ahmedabad was ranked
27 in Business and Management
Studies, while IIM Bangalore se-
cured rank40in the same subject.
Bothinstitutions have droppedin
their rankings compared to last
year — [IM Ahmedabad was
ranked 22, while IIM Bangalore
was 32 last year.

The JNU has also seen a drop
inits ranking from 20 last year to
29 this year in Development
Studies.

India’s top performing insti-
tutionsin terms of the number of
subjects they featured in (ranging
from 18 to 29 subjects) in the
rankings are the IITs — Bombay,
Kharagpur, Kanpur, Madras,
Delhi, Guwahati and Roorkee —
and the University of Delhi, JNU,
and the Indian Institute of Science
(IISc). Of these 10, lISc recorded a
fall in rank in more subjects than
a rise — its performance im-
proved in five subjects and fell in
six compared to the 2024 ranks.

Of these 10 institutions, eight
saw their best ranks fall this year
compared to last year. Among
these are the older IITs - Bombay
saw a highest rank of 25 last year

and 28 this year; Kharagpur se-
cured highest rank of 28 last year
and 45 this year; Madras saw
highest rank of 16 last year and 31
this year; Kanpur recorded high-
estrankof 36last yearand 51-100
this year; Guwahati saw highest
rank of 42 last year and 51-100
this year.

[IT Delhi saw animprovement
in its best rank, from 35 last year
to 26 this year.

The highest rank that the
University of Delhi secured was
51-100 in the Anthropology and
Development Studies categories.
In Development Studies, DU saw
its rank drop from 43 last year,
while in Anthropology it retained
the 51-100 rank.

In law, O P Jindal Global Law
University was the highest
ranked Indian institution, in the
78th position. It was ranked 72
last year. National Law School of
India University stood in the 201-
250 rank band this year, having
seen a fall from the 151-200 rank
band last year.

The rankings cover 1,700 uni-
versities and 55 academic disci-
plines across 100 locations. The
five indicators based on which the
rankings by subject were deter-
mined: academic reputation, em-
ployer reputation, research cita-
tions per paper, H-index (based
on number of citations), and the
institution’s international re-
search network.
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SEEKS TO WITHDRAW CASES

Govt to move court for early hearingin

cases filed by AAP against Centre, L-G

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

THE BJP government is set to move
court seeking “early hearing” in
cases that the previous AAP regime
had lodged against the Union gov-
ernment, the Lieutenant Governor
(L-G)) and the heads of some de-
partments in Delhi, so that these
cases can be “withdrawn immedi-
ately”, sources said Wednesday.

According to sources, the gov-
ernment has already initiated the
process to withdraw cases related
to the appointment of Delhi
Electricity Regulatory Commission
(DERC) chairman, Services
Department, Pradhan Mantri
Ayushman  Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission (PM-AB-
HIM), funding for Delhi Jal Board,
appointment of lawyers in Delhi riot
cases,and formation of a high-level
committee on Yamuna river pollu-
tion,among others.

“We have already begun the
process. Within a week, applica-
tions before judges of all concerned
courts will be moved. Different
cases are being heard on different
dates, so we will file separate appli-
cations before judges seeking early

hearing, so that these cases can be
withdrawn immediately...,” said a
source. “These cases are not only a
waste of resources but also politi-
cally motivated... with intention to
harm Delhi government's projects
and schemes," the source added.

Officials said that the Law
Department has moved a proposal
saying that such litigations not only
cause “hardship” for the bureau-
cracy but also leads to “administra-
tive paralysis”, which delays policy-
making and execution of projects.

“The proposal has already been
approved by the L-G Secretariatand
the proceedings to withdraw cases
have begun.. The Health
Department has moved an applica-
tion to withdraw cases filed by the
previous minister, Saurabh
Bharadwaj,” said an official, adding
that eight to nine such cases have
been filed by AAP ministers.

An internal note of the Law
Department has stated, "After com-
ing to powerin 2014, alarge number
of court cases were filed by the min-
ister-in-charges of then government
against the Union of India question-
ing its authority dehors the provi-
sions of Articles 239 and 239AA of
the Constitution and the GNCTD
Act, 1991
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Itadded, "...primary concern was
related to the constitutional status
of NCT of Delhi, which was re-iter-
ated by judgment dated 04.07.2018
by the Constitution Bench of
Supreme Court... upholding the con-
stitutional status of NCT (National
Capital Territory) of Delhi, as a Union
Territory. However, after this judg-
ment, another round of litigation
was initiated over administrative
control, particularly over bureau-
cratic appointments, law enforce-
ment, and governance powers and
even the authority of L-G."

The department has obtained a
list of court cases moved by then
chief minister/minister-in-charges
against the Union of India, L-G and
some heads of departments, from
the L-G Secretariat, the note said,
adding that there may be more such
cases in the knowledge of the ad-
ministrative secretaries.

According to the note, "One of
such cases...(was) implementation
of Ayushman Bharat health
schemes (in Delhi)... During exam-

ination of the proposal, it came to
light that a special leave petition...
had been filed by the then minister
(Health) challenging the order...”

Officials said the Health and
Family Welfare Department had
filed the application before the
Supreme Court. Officials, mean-
while, said the department has
withdrawn one major case related
to the Ayushman Bharat scheme.

The note further said, "Such
cases notonly create an embarrass-
ing situation before courts of law but
also have the potential to adversely
affect the relations of government
of NCT of Delhi with the Central gov-
ernment within the meaning of the
GNCTD Act, 1991.”

It added that in the "interest of
constitutional harmony" with the
Centre and the L-G, “it is proposed
inpublicinterest thatall such cases...
filed by then minister-in-charge be
withdrawn by filing appropriate ap-
plications/petition before con-
cerned courts by the concerned ad-
ministrative departments”.

“Necessary action may be taken
immediately by the concerned ad-
ministrative secretary and compli-
ance report be submitted within 15
days,” said the note. After approval
by the concerned minister and chief

secretary, the department may send
the matter to the Chief Minister for
afinal call, itadded.

Officials said that with the ap-
proval of the ministers, the govern-
ment has also decided to withdraw
any similar case as “identified by
the administrative secretaries”.

Among the several cases filed by
the previous government that are
pending before the SC, the most sig-
nificant is the 2023 case challeng-
ing the Services Ordinance that was
referred to a Constitution Bench. A
five-judge benchis yet to be formed
to hear the matter. Since the case
involves the powers of the state
government, the BJP government's
decision to withdraw it could mean
that SC may not hear the issue
based on challenge by a private
party.

Another case, challenging the
appointment of DERC chairperson,
is also pending before SC. This case
would, however, be contingent
upon the Constitution Bench ver-
dict. Other such cases included a
couple challenging the orders of the
National Green Tribunal, where the
L-Gwasappointed as head of high-
level committees looking into
cleaning of Yamuna and solid waste
management.

Address issues without delay, Sood
tells officials as he visits Janakpuri

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH12

DELHI HOME Minister Ashish Sood, along with
department officials, visited his constituency
Janakpuri on Wednesday, where he directed the
officials concerned to address public grievances
without delay.

Accusing the former AAP government of ne-
glecting Janakpuri, he said, “I don’t want to
dwell on what has not been done in the past 11
years. My focus is on what my government can
do now.”

Minister Ashish
Sood in his

. consituency.
ji' £ X/@ashishsood_bjp

He instructed MCD officials to deploy addi-
tional automatic garbage collection vehiclesand
provide drinking water in corporation-run
schools.He also asked the Delhi Police toincrease
patrolling and Delhi government officials to ex-
pedite work on pension-related issues.
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in letter to Speaker

pended AAP MLAs should apolo-
gise.

Inthe recently-concluded ses-
sion, a controversy had erupted
after 21 of 22 AAP MLAs were sus-
pended amid their protest over
the alleged removal of portraits of
B R Ambedkar and Shaheed
Bhagat Singh from the Chief

THE DELHI Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
on Wednesday held its first
meeting since reconstitution last
November to assess the city's
vulnerability to earthquakes,
flooding, and extreme heat. The
meeting also reviewed the State
Heat Action Plan for 2025.

The meeting was chaired by
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AAP reminds BJP of
poll promise on free

AHEAD OF the start of the Budget
session on March 24, Leader of
Opposition (LoP)and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader Atishi on
Wednesday raised three de-
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Filling up of one post in the Designation of 'Joint Director’

in Pay Level-13 (123100-215900) on Deputation Basis at ADA

Aasronautical Development Agency (ADA) is a Society and an Autonomous Organization under the
Department of Defence R&D, Ministry of Defence (MOD), Government of India, entrusted with the
task of Design and Development of Tejas (LCA}, AMCA and other projects of national importance.
Applications are hereby invited from eligible officers of Central / State Government / Central
Autonomous Bodies [ Public Sector Undertakings / Union Territory Administration for filling up one
post of "Joint Director (Finance & Accounts)' on deputation basis at ADA. Bangalore, The details
are as mentioned below:

REMINDING THE ruling BJP of its
"unfulfilled" election promise to
give free LPG cylinders towomen
on Holi, the AAP on Wednesday
held demonstrations at 40 loca-
tions across Delhi.

As the demonstrations inten-
sified, the Delhi Police detained
former MLA Rituraj Jha and sev-

namano, Holi hai—your cylinders
will remain empty’.”

Ever sinceitlost the Assembly
elections, the AAP has repeatedly
cited Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's election speeches to refer
to the poll promises. In her state-
ment to the press, former CM
Atishi said, “The BJP’s promise of

power and technology, Saxena
directed officials to make land
and building available at the ear-
liest and requested the CM to
“address the issues of logistics
that had been hitherto neglected
by the previous government”,
said officials. “With Delhi still
lacking a State Disaster Response

plied to the ruling party and the
Opposition for creating a ruckus,
time allotted to each discussion
should be divided in proportion
to the number of MLAs and sus-
pended MLAs should be allowed
to peacefully protest in the
Assembly lawns, and access the
LoP’s office, said the former chief

shalled out of the Assembly for
sloganeering, but no BJP MLAs
were asked to leave even as they
were sloganeering too. The for-
mer CM alleged that the suspen-
sion of Opposition MLAs and the
restricted access to the Assembly
were deliberate attempts to stifle
dissent.
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Control Centre (CCC),theNDMA  ferred tothesuspensionof21 AAP  insisted that AAP MLAs should Referring to the election March8turned outtobeajumla — .
(National Disaster Management = MIAsforthreedaysinthefirstses-  apologise. “The floor timeis defi-  promise, Jha said, “How will the  and a betrayal. PM Modi also Joint Director (Finance & Accounts) 13 01 3 Years

made a second promise—to give
one free LPG cylinder to every

women celebrate Holi? People
believed the PM's ‘guarantee’

Authority) was asked... and it
agreed to provide all necessary

sion of the Assembly following the
government formation.

nitely allotted as per party
strength. However, kindly bearin

2. Eligibility: Officers of the organizations as mentioned above holding analogous post on regular
basis in the parent cadre/department OR WITH three years regular service in the grade rendered

technological supportinrenova- Gupta, however,wrotebackto  mind thatthe timewouldalsobe = would be genuine. But it turned = woman on Holi and Diwali.” after appointment thereto on a regular basis in leval-12 (Rs,788000-209200/-) or above in the pay
tion and restructuringof DDMA  the LoP, calling her allegations  determined depending on the maltrix or equivalent in the parent cadre or department.
and setting up the CCC,” saidan  “baseless” and factuallyincorrect. = members present in the House,” OBITUARY 3. Interested officers may please visit ADA website: www.ada.gov.in for eligibility, conditions,

formal of application & enclosures and other details of the notification, Applications in prescribed
format completed in all respects with necessary enclosures may be forwarded through proper
channel to Director (Admin & HR), Aeronautical Development Agency, Vibhuthipura, Marathahalli
Posl, Bangalare - 560 037 by Regd./ Speed post 5o as to reach ADA by 18th April 2025.

Director (Admin & HR),
ADA

official. He also insisted that the sus-  he further said.

Ft o6 with profound grief that we ammounce the sad demise of our
i AT :
beloved students :

MS. AARUSHI GUPTA, MR. AARAV MIDHA & MR, V. HARSHITH

They were like blooming flowers and the sudden cruel hand of
Fate in nipping our voung buds untimely, is a loss hard to bear.

May their souls rest in peace!

1 Grieving
National Law University Jodhpur Family

Aeronautical Development Agency
(Ministry of Defence; Govt. of India) - -

o =
h_
12-03-2025

- PB Mo. 1718, Vimanapura Post, Bangalore-560017T
Advt Reference No. : ADA:ADV-130:2025

RECRUITMENT OF PROJECT SCIENTISTS ON
PROGRAMME BASED LIMITED TENURE CONTRACT APPOINTMENT

ADA is a Society and an Autonomous Organization under the Department of Defence Research &
Development (R&D), Ministry of Defence (MOD), Government of India, entrusted with the design &
development of both the Air Force and Maval versions of Light Combat Aircraft (Tejas), LCA Mark-1l.
ADA is also entrusted with the design and development of Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA) and other advanced technology developmental projects of Government of India.

2. ADA is in need of 'Project Scientists’ on Project/Programme based limited tenure contract
appointment in the levael of Project Scientist ‘B’ [ Project Scientist 'C', The details on vacancy,
age, remuneration etc. Is mentioned below:

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR

CranderBal-191201 {(J&EK)

Gireen Campis

EXTENSION IN LAST DATE

The last date [or subrilas -1||,:;|||..|F|r||| Faoareen e Loy
appointment of Assistant Professor/s on substantive bhasis
acivertingd vide notification So'= 04 of 2025 dated 07 SO 20025, ix
B ey extended cill 21 March, 2025 & the date ol su Irl'lll-.'.lnllu il
ilovwen ol .||I|_||||-I|||||| Formm e .I|||II|.: ey
extended till 27™ March, 2025, The demiled notifications
limk of online application form 15 avallabde on Universing

ki o ovrilirie®

Shri A. Jayaraman
13/10/1934-09/03/2025

The SUV is seen crashing into parked vehicles and then
hitting a two-wheeler (right) in the purported video.
We regret to announce the |
passing of
Shri A. Jayaraman, (Retired)
Member-Staff Selection
Commission, on Sunday
(March 9).

W b b SNTTEELRENTS %

A T

wiehslle
WA |_._||'_..E.I| 11} M. 101
No.CUKmr/RCT /F.No. 487 /2572442
Dated: 11.03. 2025

Man arrested after clip
shows SUV crashing into

Sd f-Registrar

. : . P Reservation/ e Minimum Gross Salary
ulti le Vehicles in NOida He w1llhplf1 deeply rr}lsied by his % MAHAHASHTR“ lH““STHIAL @ Post Total Vacancy Age Limit Experience per month

children, son-in-law,

multip chlden son il DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION =
g dehild ’ ....,’*’:‘.;.“;.‘,',E., (A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking) %EE"
he wanted toremove the installed | Lrancennieren. - : ; : SC L
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE speakerand getanotherinstalled His memory will forever Invest in PM Mitra Amravati Textile Park ST 05 —
NOIDA, MARCH 12 inits place. “The argument blew| |f "emain in our hearts and guide India’s next textile hub _ e OBC 25 upto 3 years in
up, which turned into a scuffle,” us here onwards. | Date: 13th March 2025 Project Scientist 'B" ST B4 35 releiiant fiold ©90,789/-

ADAY after he allegEdly.CraShed Sc‘:.lld Bhadana. AgltatEd over the ; ; The Maharashira Industiial DE"."E'EIFIMEI'H Cr_hlrl}n,ra!j o |:M|DE} i j:IiE!&EEd LR 55 is desirable
his SUV into several \{EhICIES ata  disagreement, Lohiya allegedly sallm All centre to invite manufacturers, investors from global & domestic industry leaders in Total 105
busly str;:tch n 1\12071da S Sefctlor 16 ?rped glwaﬁ n hlilMacllngdradThar for Ornithology and textiles to establish their business at PM MITRA Amravati Textile Park - a
and sped away,a27-year-oldman  from the shopand ended updam- ) o : : .
i Seontos | Nturalbistory | |10 i0eat 2 s peyaed e s st sons| | [T pon | ooy it | g, |
police. The purportedvideoofthe  “However, no one was injured in _ (South India Centre of Wildife ' gionalycomp " g =
incident, widely shared on social ~ the case,” added the SHO. Institute of India, MoEFCC, Govt. of India) | | Features and Facility: s B AL
media, captured a Black Thar hit- “An FIR has been registered| | Anakatty, Coimbatore-641108. | [ 1. Well connected by Road, Expressway. Railway, Airport, Port, Multimodal Froject Solandse & 32 40 Sperenes st S108,07 3,
ting multiple vehiclesrecklessly.  under the appropriate legal sec-. LIRS NSl AR Logistic Park
The man has been identified as  tionsatthe Phase-1 police station, ADVT-03/2025 2. Waterand electricity are available Note: Reservalion for candidates of Divyang category will be as per Gol rules. Maximum age
Sachin Kumar Lohiya. Heisares-  which has jurisdiction over the 1. CETP including all age relaxations shall not exceed 56 years as on the closing date of the advertisement,

The Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology
and Natural History (WII-SACON),
wishes to engage Senior Project
Associate (06), Project

3. Essential Qualification (for both the posts): At least a First Class Bachelor's Degree in
Engineering / Technology or equivalent in any of the Engineering disciplines viz. Aeronautics /
Computer Science / Electronics & Communication / Electrical & Instrumentation | Metallurgy /
Mechanical Engineering from a recognized University.

4. For complete details of the advertisement and registration / submission of applications online,
interested candidates may visit ADA website: https:/lwww.ada.gov.in Registration & submission of
applications on ADA website will be accepted from 17th March 2025 onwards till 4.00 PM on
21st April 2025.

5. Genuine queries (if any) regarding the advertisement should be sent by e-mail (only) (o admin-
hr.ada@geov.in

ident of Delhi and works as a
property dealer, said an officer.
“The incident occurred on
Tuesday after he visited a me-
chanic in the Noida Phase-1 area
toinstall aspeakerin his Mahindra
Thar,” said Noida Phase-1 Station
House Officer (SHO) Amit
Bhadana.

Lohiya allegedly picked up an
argument with the mechanic as

area,” Deputy Commissioner of]
Police Ram Badan Singh had said
inastatement earlier. The FIR was
registered under sections 115(2)
(voluntarily causing hurt),
352(breach of peace), and
351(2)criminal intimidation) of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, among
others. “We have seized the Thar
vehicle usedin theincident,” read
an official police statement.

4, Plugand Play facilites
5. Landrate: Rs. 1,580 persg.m.

For investment inquiries and further information, please contact the
Associate-ll (03), Project| | following cfficials from the Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation
Associate-l (19) and Project| | (MIDC):

Assistant (02) (Indign National] | 1. Dr, Viiay Rathod, Jt. CEQ(\V), MIDC
only) ontemporary basis. For further (Email: pmmitraamravati@midcindia.org)

information, please refer| 15 pryikas Suryawanshi, GM Marketing, MIDG Phone No, 8108555666

www.sacon.in/careers. G
Research Coordinator 3. Ms, Ridhi Singh, Consultant, MIDC PhoneNo. 7718023735

Director (Admin & HR), ADA

epaper.indfanexpre&s.mm.. .
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COMPLAINTS FROM PARENTS

EOW books
FITJEE in
cheating case

Preet Vihar centre was shut down in mid-January. File

ALOKSINGH
NEW DELHI,MARCH12

THE DELHI Police Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) on
Wednesday registered a cheat-
ing case against FIITJEE, a coach-
ing institute chain that prepares
students for competitive exams,
after receiving 190 complaints
from parents of students who
studied at its Preet Vihar centre
in East Delhi, which was shut
down in mid-January, The Indian
Express has learnt.

A source in the police said a
case has been lodged under sec-
tions 406 (punishment for crimi-
nal breach of trust),420(cheating)
and 120B (punishment for crimi-
nal conspiracy)of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at EOW police station.

The FIR has been registered
under the IPC, as the complaints
had started comingin since 2022.
The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), the new criminal code of
India, had came into effect on July
1,2024, replacing the IPC.

The EOW had started a probe
after it received around 35 com-
plaints in February, which has
now gone up to 190, said police.
“These complaints were initially
filed with the local police in East
Delhi and later forwarded to the
EOW, as the amount was sus-
pected to be big and needed a
thorough investigation,” an offi-
cer said.

A team led by a DCP-level of-
ficer had lodged the FIR, which

alsonames the institute's director,
another officer said, adding that
the police may soon summon
those named to join the probe.
"We are trying to ascertain the ac-
tual reason behind the centre
shutting down.”

When contacted, Special
Commissioner of Police (EOW)
Sharad Agarwal confirmed the
development.

In January, it had come to
light that FIITJEE had shut down
several centres across Delhi-
NCR, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh, leaving
students and parents in limbo.
The institute, which has 73 study
centres across the country, has
been facing a financial crisis,
with staff at many branches re-
signing en masse.

At present, the police in
Ghaziabad, Noida, and Bhopal
have lodged FIRs against FIITJEE.
In February, the Greater Noida
Police had seized over Rs 11.11
crore from 12 bank accounts
linked to FIITJEE’s founder Dinesh
Goyal as part of its probe in a sim-
ilar cheating case, said officers.

FIITJEE, meanwhile, has al-
leged a conspiracy. “This entire
story is part of a criminal conspir-
acy, which has been hatched by
people with vested interests and
very soon through a detailed in-
vestigation, the truth willemerge.
Truth cannot be concealed for-
ever,” ithad said ina statementon
January 26. It had also clarified
that it has “not closed any centre
as part of its own decision”.

Woman, two daughters
found dead at rented
home, suicide suspected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

A 42-YEAR-OLD woman, along
with her two daughters aged 18
and 9, was found dead in a
rented flat in South Delhi's
Badarpur, said police. All three
are suspected to have died by
suicide due to financial distress.

According to the police,a PCR
call was made by one the neigh-
bours that a foul smell was com-
ing from the house. Uponreach-
ing the spot, police recovered the
three bodies.

"All three were found dead
with foam coming out of their

mouth. The bodies are in a de-
composed condition,” DCP
(South East) Ravi Kumar said.

Prima facie, the police said, it
appeared that the three had
been dead for the past four to five
days and consumed something
poisonous. "The probable cause
for taking this extreme step ap-
pears to be financial distress as
they had not paid rent for the
past two months,” DCP Kumar
said.

"The elder daughter told
neighbours that her father is no
more. All the claims are, how-
ever, being verified at the mo-
ment," a police officer involved
in the investigation said.
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IIT-Delhi, JNU in top 50 list of subject-wise QS rankings

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

THE INDIAN Institute of
Technology, Delhi (IIT-Delhi)
emerged as the best performing
institute in India with a global
rank of 26 in the Engineering and
Technology category, according
to the 15th edition of the World
University Rankings by Subject,
announced by London-based
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) on
Wednesday.

Nine Indian institutes se-
cured the top 50 positions in QS
subject rankings, including IIT-
Delhi and Jawaharlal Nehru
Institute (JNU) in the Capital.

InIndia, IT-Delhi emerged as
the top performer in Engineering
and Technology, achieving a
rank of 26, higher than 45 last
year.

The JNU (Development
Studies), meanwhile, continued
to be among world's top 50 but
itsrank dropped - from 20th last
year to 29th this time.

While the universities in the
Capital, including JNU and Delhi
University (DU), showed an up-
ward trend in broad subject cat-

Either regularise
or don’t: HC tells

Centre, Delhi
govt to take call
on Sainik Farm

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

THE DELHI High Court on
Wednesday said the Centre and
the Delhi government should iron
out the issue of regularisation of
the Sainik Farm colony in South
Delhi asitasked the authorities to
sit together.

Observing that neither was
there a demolition action nor le-
galisation of the colony, a bench
of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya
and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela
sought the assistance of the
Additional Solicitor General and
the Delhi government standing
counsel.

"Matter is oscillating be-
tween the Centre and the state.
We can't permit this to go onand
on. You have to take a policy de-
cision. We are not saying what to
do. Either regularise or don't....
(but) You are just dragging.
Hume na karna pade, court kar de
(let'snotdoit, let courtdoit).. All
of you sit together and find a so-
lution, thatis what we propose,”
the bench said.

The court is hearing pleas, in-
cluding one filed in 2015, on the
colony's regularisation.

"What we prima facie find is
that the concernraised in the writ
petitions needs to be addressed
by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Development of the gov-
ernment of India, government of
NCT of Delhi and the MCD," the
court said. The court posted the
hearing on April 16 and asked the
respective lawyers to seek in-
structions on the matter.

The court previously asked
the Centre to take a decision on
the issue of regularisation of the
colony. The Centre's counsel on
Wednesday said the status quo,
in relation to the colony, should
continue as it was an "affluent”
neighbourhood and neither re-
pairs nor demolition could be
permitted there.

egories, crucial declines could be
seen in specific subjects.

For instance, while
JNU's rank dipped in Sociology
(101-150 in 2025) from 91 in
2024, its rank improved in the
overall Arts and Humanities
domain (from 244 in 2024 to
1771in2025),implying that there
was a shiftin performance inre-
gard to specific subjects in the
category.

The QS analysed 21,000 aca-
demic programmes offered by
more than 1,700 universities in
100 countries and territories on
the basis of five indicators — ac-
ademic reputation, employer
reputation, citations per paper,
international research network,
and H-Index, a measure of
productivity.

The rankings span 55
subjects and five major faculty
areas — Arts and Humanities,
Engineering and Technology, Life
Sciences and Medicine, Natural
Sciences and Social Sciences, and
Management.

While JNU and DU have
shown consistent improvement
in Arts and Humanities category
since 2023, both had earlier
faced a decline in their ranks —

HOW THE RANKINGS HAVE CHANGED

Social Sciences and
Management

D NU

2022 | 211 | 350 | 195
2023 | 167 | 336 | 188
2024 | 108 | NA | 303
2025 | 75 258 | 137

Life Sciences and
Medicine

| AIIMS
204
229
249
226

DU
330
- 383

379
. 362

2022
2023
2024
2025

Arts and Humanities

JNU DU
188 227
256 271
244 210
177 160

2022
2023
2024
2025

Source: Quacquarelli Symonds rankings

Engineering and
Technology

il

2022 72

2023 48

2024 45

2025 26

Natural Sciences

2022 (217 |NA 307
2023 (1218 |NA 318
2024 (183 |NA 345
2025 |146 |501-550 (275

FIRST BIG OCCASION AFTER FEBRUARY 15 STAMPEDE

Special holding area, RPF personnel at entry:
How New Delhi statlon iS tackhng H011 rush
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188 and 227, respectively, in
2022, which dropped to 256 and
271, respectively, in 2023.

From 244th spot last year,
JNU’s rank improved to 177 in
2025.Meanwhile, DU's rank im-
proved to 160 this time from 210
last year.

Though DU and JNU are
strong in Humanities and Social
Sciences, their performance in
Engineering, Natural Sciences,
and Life Sciences has varied.

[IT-Delhi has performed well
in Natural Sciences when com-
pared to previous years, as it
bagged the 146th spot this time
from last year's 183rd. The DU,
meanwhile, bagged its best rank
of 275 this year, compared to
307 in 2022.

[IT-Delhi, JNU and DU have
bagged best ranks in Social
Sciences and Management, with
DU showing considerable im-
provement — from 303thrankin
2024 to 137th in 2025). The IIT-
Delhi, meanwhile, topped the list
by bagging the 75th rank in the
subject.

In subjects like Natural
Sciences, while DU showed im-
provement, JNU is still far
behind, securing 501-550 rank

Passengers stand in queue on Wednesday before entering the New Delhi Railway Station. Tashi Tobgyal

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

ATTHE New Delhi Railway Station
on Tuesday, Anil Solanki waits
withagroup of 18 peopleinsidea
special holding area on the Ajmeri
Gate side. “All the arrangements
are good here...thereisatoiletalso
beside the tent,” he says.

Solanki, his wife, and other
couples are coming from Shamli
in Uttar Pradesh and heading to
theirhomesinRatlaminMadhya
Pradesh. “We are waiting for our
boss (seth) to buy the tickets,” a
woman, who refused to be
named, from the group of labour-
ers, says.

This tent is part of the meas-
ures enforced by railway author-
ities to prevent crowding in the
days approaching Holi, when they
expect huge numbers of people to
travel back home to other states.
Holi is the first big occasion after
the February 15 stampede at the
station, which killed 18 and left
several injured.

Many eyewitnesses had al-

Gang that stole over 100 cars in 10 months busted,
used walkie-talkie, took 5-7 mins per vehicle: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

FROM AVOIDING the use of cell-
phones to evade surveillance
and relying on walkie-talkies in-
stead, using advanced tools to
make copies of car keys, prefer-
ring morning hours and specific
car models while committing
thefts, to ensuring that the vehi-
cles are stolen within five to
seven minutes — the Delhi Police
on Tuesday busted a gang with
an elaborate modus operandi
that allegedly stole around 100
cars in the last 10 months, said
officers.

Police have arrested three
men who have been identified
asRavi, 42, Monu, 45, and Vishal,
40.Ravi, who had been allegedly
stealing cars since 2002 and had
worked as a car mechanic like
Vishal, has 48 cases filed against
him. The gang sold the vehicles

stolen from Delhi primarily in
Punjab and Haryana, said police,
adding that other members are
being traced.

The gang members usually
went ‘car-hunting’ in the morn-
ing hours, said officials. CCTV
clips accessed to trace them
showed them using sophisti-
cated tools.

“They were targeting pre-
dominantly three types of vehi-
cles — Hyundai Creta, Fortuner,
and Maruti Brezza, which were
parked near parks or gyms. It
was also observed that the
accused hardly took a few sec-
onds to break into the locked car
and stole it within five to seven
minutes,” DCP (Dwarka) Ankit
Singh said.

On March 6, an informer told
the police that Ravi was going to
come in the Kakurola area of
Suraj Vihar of South West Delhi.
A trap was laid, and the car he
was driving, with a fake number

plate, was tracked, the police
said. The three accused were in
the vehicle.

As the gang was busted, all
their tools were recovered from
the car, apart from several num-
ber plates.

“Walkie-talkie sets, drill ma-
chine, two screw drivers, ham-
mers, iron rod, wire cutter, mas-
ter keys were also recovered
from the vehicle,” DCP Singh
said.

Ravi, the key accused, is an
expert in using X-tool, which al-
legedly eased their operation,
said police.

“All modern cars have an on-
board diagnostic port that au-
thorises bonafide technicians to
access the vehicle’s mainframe
and check for errors in the en-
gine and other systems.
However, Ravi and Vishal, being
car mechanics themselves, used
this port to download the car’s
original digital keys onto a blank

key and thereby stole these cars
through these Chinese scanners
such as X-tool,"” DCP Singh said.

Ravi allegedly started steal-
ing cars after his business as a
property dealer landed him in
losses. He then got in touch with
an alleged Punjab-based auto-
lifter and began supplying stolen
cars. He gradually expanded his
gang and roped in even his fam-
ily members, the police said.
“Ravi was assisted by Monu in
stealing cars, while Vishal was in
charge of driving the cars away,”
DCP Singh said.

"They sold these cars to re-
ceivers based in Haryana and
Punjab. This gang is estimated to
have stolen approximately 90-
100 cars in the last 10 months,”
DCP Singh said.

Even asraids were carried out
in Ludhiana, Rajpura, and Sirsa to
arrest the receivers of the cars,
only one Fortuner and a Creta
were recovered, said police.

epaper.indfanexprea.eum.. .

leged the stampede took place be-
cause of “lack of crowd manage-
ment” at a time when a large
number of people were trying to
board the Prayagraj-bound trains
to attend the Maha Kumbh.

The holding area, complete
with 19 ticket counters and 11
Automatic Ticket vending ma-
chines, as well as an enquiry and
announcement booth, has been
set up so passengers who have ar-
rived early as well as unreserved
passengers, like Solanki’s group,
don’t crowd the platforms.

Situated at the end of Platform
16, it controls entry to the platform
from where special trains have
been scheduled to depart. As of
March 9, five special trains are be-
ing run from the New Delhi sta-
tion, according to a Railway
spokesperson. There are assistants
at every ticket vending machine
to help facilitate the booking of
tickets, and there is a food stall
with water bottles and snacks, too.

At all entry points, there are
multiple Railway Protection Force
(RPF)officials checking ticketsand
notallowing ticketless passengers

to enter the station. On the foot
overbridge, the RPFand the Bharat
Scouts and Guides stand at every
staircase entrance, not allowing
passengers to stop and ensuring
there is a continuous flow.

Pradeep Kumar Kushwaha,
40, is waiting for Ranchi Garib
Rath with nine of his friends at
Platform 14. The platform has
been completely cordoned off by
officials to prevent the crowd from
gathering near the train.

“Arrangements are fine here...
there is not too much crowd on
this platform because they have
controlled the crowd, or else there
would've been too much chaos,”
Kushwaha says.

The group of 10 lives together
in Delhi’s Sarita Vihar and does
odd jobslike cleaning and driving.
“Jo bhi kaam mil jaata hai, vo kar
lete hai (We take up whatever
work we get).”

They are eagerly waiting for
their train, which was supposed
todepartat4.10 pm but has been
delayed by over two hours. “Bas
train aaye bhaiya aur hum ghar
jaaye (We just want the train to

come so that we can go home),”
Kushwaha says.

There is an RPF official sta-
tioned at every coach for trains at
Platforms 14 and 15 to manage
crowds. According to the Railway
spokesperson, 72 additional offi-
cers and staff, including three
Assistant Security Commissioners
(ASC) and nine Inspectors, have
been deployed at the station.

“Authorities have strength-
ened surveillance measures with
24x7 monitoring of live feeds
from CCTV cameras placed at
platforms, foot overbridges, and
other high-traffic areas.
Additional cameras have beenin-
stalled to cover previously un-
monitored spots. To further en-
hance safety, officials are using
ropes, human chains, and loud-
speaker announcements to man-
age the movement of trains and
boarding processes. In case of
overcrowding, contingency plans
have been putin place, including
closing entry points and rerout-
ing passengers to execute evacu-
ation strategies effectively,” the
spokesperson said.

Three arrested for phishing scam

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH12

ON FEBRUARY 11, Harikesh
Kumar Yadav, a resident of Ekta
Apartment at Siraspur in Delhi,
filled an online form to get a new
credit card. He,however,ended up
losing Rs 21,400 almost instantly.

On Wednesday, with the ar-
rest of three persons, the Delhi
Police claimed to have busted a
phishing scam, as part of which
Yadav had been duped by people
posing as bank officials.

The police identified the ac-
cused as Jaideep Kumar (31),Ajay
(27),and Rakesh Rajaram Jaiswal
(33), who were arrested on
Tuesday. The alleged brain behind
the operation, however, is still at
large, they added.

The matter came to light on
February 11, when Yadav filed a
complaint on the National
Cybercrime Reporting Portal
(NCRP) portal. "The complainant
received a call offering him an

ICICI Bank credit card and a sub-
sequent phishing link, which led
to unauthorised transactions on
his Axis Bank credit card,” DCP
(Outer North)Nidhin Valsan said.

A police team tracked the
money and the phone numbers,
leading to raids being conducted
at Rama Vihar, Shiv Vihar and
Samshan Ghat from where the
three accused were arrested, the
police said. “The three men were
the three pillars of an elaborate
scam, with each running a mini
department of sorts. Investigation
also revealed that Harikesh was
justone among their 500 victims,”
an officer said.

According to the police,
Jaideep, “the most trained of the
lot”, was proficient ina multitude
of machine languages - fromJava
to Python - after taking courses
on GitHub. He was also allegedly
training to a certified ethical
hacker. "He was previously in-
volved in a similar kind of scam
and was arrested by the Special
Cell/IFSO (Intelligence Fusion &

Strategic Operations)," said Valsan.
Agraduate, Jaideep would also
ensure “legitimate-looking web-
sites” were set up to inspire confi-
dence among the victims, police
said. Valsan added, "Jaideep used
Remote Desktop Protocol (RDP)
toaccess remote systems(to hide
the IP of his personal computer)
and later purchased hosting plat-
forms to set up fraudulent web-
sites. He acquired a sub-domain
(free and noregistration required)
from DuckDNS and developed a
PHP-based panel website for
fraudulent activities.”
Ajay,aClass 9dropout, used to
arrange SIM cards, each for Rs 500,
to call customers. “He possesses
extensive knowledge of digital
fraud, particularly credit card
fraud and other financial scams,”
Valsan said. Rakesh, a Class 12
dropout, was the salesman of the
group, pitching the credit cards to
the victims, said police. He was di-
rected by the key conspirator to
direct and manage phone calls,

they added.
N |

in 2025.

Further, I[IT-Delhi was listed
in the top 100 institutes for 12
specific subjects — Computer
Science & Information Systems
(64), Data Science and Al (51-
100), Chemical (93), Civil
Engineering (51-100), Electrical
Engineering (47), Mechanical
(61), Mineral & Mining
Engineering (51-100),
Environmental Sciences (94),
Materials Science (98),
Mathematics (95), Business &
Management Studies (92), and
Statistics & Operational research
(51-100), a statement by the in-
stitute said.

Prof Vivek Buwa, head of the
Ranking Cell and Dean of
Planning, attributed the per-
formance to the “international
collaborative research projects”
taken up by the institute over the
last seven years.

“For the last several years, IIT-
Delhi has been working on
strengthening its international
collaborations. The last
seven years (2018-2024)
also corresponds to the period
when IIT-Delhi was selected as
the Institute of Eminence,” he
added.

2014 SUICIDE CASE
‘Dereliction of
duty’: HC
refuses to set
aside order
against police

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

NOTING THAT there was a dere-
liction of duty in a 2014 suicide
case probe, the Delhi High Court
on Monday refused to set aside a
special CBI court’s order that di-
rected disciplinary action against
senior police officers.

The Delhi Police had chal-
lenged the trial court’sorder dated
February 10, 2016, on the ground
that there was no clear reason for
the trial court to make remarks
and give directions against senior
police officers.

The case pertained to the sus-
pected suicide of amanidentified
as Vichal Jain in February 2014.
His mother, Trishla Jain, filed a
complaint with the police and
highlighted the mysterious cir-
cumstances around his son’s
death, but no FIR was lodged.

Following police inaction, she
then filed a criminal complaint
before a magistrate court against
the accused. While the magistrate
court refused to direct the police
tolodge an FIR, a special CBI court
subsequently set aside the mag-
istrate court’s order and directed
for the registration of an FIR.

The special CBI court in
February 2016 had observed dere-
liction of duty on the police offi-
cials’ part and had issued direc-
tions for initiating disciplinary
action against the police officials,
and had directed the Ministry of
Home Affairs to take appropriate
disciplinary action against them.

An action taken report was
also sought from the Secretary
(Ministry of Home Affairs) in six
weeks from the date of the order.
An FIR was subsequently lodged
following the court’s directions
twoyears after the alleged suicide.

Refusing to expunge the re-
marks by the CBI court, Justice
Neena Bansal Krishna, in the
March 10 order, recorded, “There
is no explanation forthcoming
from the police officials for not reg-
istering the FIR... It is also perti-
nentto observe that the investiga-
tionsinrightearnestness were still
not commenced for two years on
the FIR (registered at Sarai Rohilla
police stationonly in 2016 after the
CBlcourt’sorder)..Thelearned AS]
in the circumstances was not un-
justified in observing that there
was dereliction on the partof sen-
ior police officialsand SHO/DCP of
police station Sarai Rohilla.”

“There are no disparaging re-
marks that have been made, but
it is a clear observation of dere-
liction of duty by the police offi-
cials, which in the circumstances
was fully justified. It is not as if
any strictures or adverse remarks
have been made, but it is an ob-
servation made in the back-
ground of the facts as already
narrated. It cannot be, therefore,
said that the learned AS]J failed to
exercise any restraint, or his con-
duct was not in consonance with
the High Court Rules, which dis-
courage making of any strictures
and observations against the po-
lice officials.”
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Trust of Generations

Screen Them Young to Prevent
Burden of Kidney Diseases

Padma Shri Awardee,

Dr. (Prof.) D.S. Rana,
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Sir
Gangaram Hospital, Delhi, is among
the pioneers in Nephrology, who has

been in the forefront of refining the
specialty in India. An achiever and
philanthropist at heart, his
passionate appeal on World Kidney
Day calls for focus on screening,
detection and treatment of children
for prevention of kidney disease, the
burden of which is taking a toll on
lives and resources.

Congratulations, on the new comprehensive cancer set-up
that has come-up, and how do you see that transform
the specialty of oncology at SGRH?

We are elated with this new centre dedicated for oncology, which will
help us in offering better cancer care, all under one roof, to our pa-
tients. The three branches in oncology are Medicine, Surgery and
Radiotherapy, of which the first two already existed with us, but
now we are the first to acquire the world's best cutting-edge radiol-
ogy machine, which is the first in the country. The new full-fledged on-
cology wing is scheduled for inauguration in a month's time that
would add to our strength in working more concertedly for offering
targeted therapy in cancer care with excellent outcomes.

What are the strengths of SGRH's Nephrol-
ogy Department?

Our department of nephrology and kidney
transplantation is among the leading depart-
ments in the country and the first to be es-
tablished in the non- government sector
way back in 1981, when | joined this hospi-

tal. Until four years ago, | was heading the
department, but now we have a very able
person in Dr A.K. Bhalla to head the depart-
ment as chairman following more responsibil-
ities coming my way as chairman of the board
of trustees, SGRH. We have 8 brilliant nephrolo-
gist and excellent transplant surgeons, who are

dedicatedly taking forward the specialty. Together, we

will continue to render the best of services that is the hall

mark of our department and the hospital.

Excellence is the benchmark in whatever we do. Keeping in line
with that thought, we also enral 5 students every year for the DNB
course in nephrology and train them thoroughly in the specialty. We
are proud of the fact that we are the best sought out DNB centre by
the students in the country.

What has led to the unprecedented rise in kidney disease
in recent years?

Diabetes was existing earlier also and | remember in the 60's and 70's
when | was doing my graduation and post-graduation courses,
glomerulonephritis and infections of the kidney were very common
in the community. But today, kidney infections have come down
significantly as compared to earlier decades. But auto immune dis-
eases continue to exist and we are trying to explore better treat-
ment modalities to treat such cases and have achieved some success
in that direction. Infact 2/3rd of kidney failures are due to two dis-
eases - diabetes mellitus and hypertension, the incidence of which in
coming years is going to rise sharply in the country that has the ig-
nominy of being the diabetic capital of the world. It is estimated
that almost 40 percent of type two diabetes mellitus will convert

A healthy diet with minimal
salt of not more than 4-5 gms
per day will prevent
hypertension. Similarly,
sweets also must be avoided
to prevent sugar.
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into kidney disease, adding to the burden which is a growing concemn
for the medical fraternity and the government. It is, therefore, all
the more imperative that the public comes to know of the grim facts
and the looming threat through awareness initiatives.

How can the incidence of diabetes be prevented right
from childhood?

Reduction in the incidence of diabetes can be achieved only whenwe
educate the families. The importance of kidney care has to be incul-
cated right from the childhood especially in families with history of di-
abetes, Today, diabetes has become multifarious and is equally com-
mon in rural population and the poor.

There should be education in the schools because diabetes is
largely a lifestyle disease. Eating fast food, lack of exercise, obesity,
and increase in purchasing power has opened ways and means to
poor lifestyle that lead to kidney diseases. Children should be encour-
aged to come out and play or do yoga instead of indulging in seden-
tary lifestyle spending teo much screen time and eat healthy, In the
formative years if these things are not taken care of the children
will grow up to be hypertensive and diabetic because the seeds of the
disease is laid in childhood itself though it will surface later when they
are in their 30's and 40's.

A healthy diet with minimal salt of not more than 4-5 gms per
day will prevent hypertension. Similarly, sweets also must be
avoided to prevent sugar. Teday's children are victims of stress right
from school, which takes them towards addiction like smoking and
substance abuse. Screening or an ultra sound will not only reduce the
burden on the nation but also that of the family who otherwise un-
dergo tremendous financial stress, especially where a family mem-
ber has a kidney failure because there is no cure except delay progres-
sion, dialysis or transplant. Renal failure is the end stage and it is
unavoidable.

Pregnant and young mothers have to be educated on how to
bring up and feed their offspring right from infancy. Such mothers
have to get nourishing food because underweight children have a
tendency to develop kidney disease later on in life. On its part, the
government has launched Poshan Abhiyan for pregnant, lactating
and young mothers and children from the economically weaker sec-
tions of the society.

What active role can the medical fraternity play in
spreading awareness?

It is the bounded duty of nephrologists, general physicians or family
physicians to educate the patients about the dangers of diabetes, be-
cause both diabetes and hypertension are silent killers. Every
nephrologist should spend atleast 15 minutes in a day to sensitise
their patients, families and friends about kidney disease, which will
be a step towards prevention to reduce burden. And if the kidney dis-
ease has set in nephrologists can prolong the advancement of the dis-
ease. Patients can get a good life if they take precautions and
longevity can be increased. Until regenerative medicines are dis-
covered, we can only work towards delaying dialysis and prolonging
the last stage of renal failure. Prevention centres can be established
involving charitable and non-charitable institutions. Private hospitals,
clinics, nursing homes have a duty to give attention to prevention.

How can the government make dialysis affordable?
To make dialysis accessible and affordable, which is otherwise very
expensive, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a commend-
able initiative to start dialysis centre in every district of the country un-
der the Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis Program (PMNDP). This
underscores the government's intention to reduce non- communica-
ble disease, but the efforts are yet to match the need or de-
mand. Screening, detection and free essential medi-
cines or at nominal cost can play a defining role in
controlling diabetes and other common disease.

What is the scenaric of cadaver dona-
tionin India?

Cadaver transplant is almost non-existent

in our county despite laws existing for over

31 years. The mental block will have to be

unblocked with repeated barging of infor-

mation highlighting the gravity of the situa-

tion. A collective movement of community,

stakeholders, medical fraternity and the govern-

ment for live or cadaver donors through every avail-

able media and social platforms is necessary. Infact this

requires a national programme, which can only be mobilised

by the government, implemented and monitored for its efficacy. As

the country progresses so shall the healthcare and the think tanks in

the medical world can contribute with their in-puts. Funds continue

to be the biggest limiting factor.

On the World Kidney Day, what is your message to the
readers of Indian Express?

Each one must do their role as a responsible member of the society
for spreading awareness for kidney health, Emphasis must be on
prevention by the medical fraternity, social influencers in a con-
certed and sustained manner for the message to sink in the memory
of the common man, so that they take care of their kidney health and
prevent future complications. The adage, " An ounce of prevention is
better than a pound of cure, " cannot be truer in kidney care. Aware-
ness must be a continuous process even after World Kidney Day.

Awareness, Prevention and Early
Detection of Kidney Diseases are Life Savers

Sir Ganga Ram Hospital (SGRH), is
India’s premier tertiary care
hospitals in the private healthcare
sector, which has left an imprint of
exemplary excellence and ethics on
the profession of medical care. On
the occasion of World Kidney Day
observed on 13th March, 2025, the
renowned Padma Shri and B.C.
Roy National Awardee,

Dr. (Prof.) A.K. Bhalla, Hony.
Secretary, Board of Management &
Chairman and HOD, Department
Nephrology, SGRH, lays emphasis
on awareness of kidney disease and
the way forward. Excerpts of his
conversation with the Indian
Express.

What is the significance of observing World Kidney Day
every year?

It was in 2006 that the International Society for Nephrology
started observing the World Kidney Day every year dedicated to a
different theme. The objective is aimed at focusing all our efforts on
that particular aspect of kidney disease so that throughout the
year, we try to improve on benchmarks for managing that issue. This
year's theme is "Are your kidneys okay: Detect early to protect kid-
ney health.” This is a very crucial and relevant topic- whether your
kidneys okay? But one has to understand the underlying reason
why this question has come-up in the first place? Governments, the
medical fraternity and other stakeholders in the speciality of
nephrology and kidney care are pushing for more awareness and
building manpower and facilities to tackle the issue of chronic
kidney disease. Less than 10 percent people are aware that they are
having kidney disease, which means more than 90 per cent of
them do not even know that they have such a condition.

What are the causes leading to kidney damage?

The commonest cause of kidney disease is diabetes, hypertension, in-
fections, renal stones, various drugs like painkillers, alternative med-
icines and some hereditary diseases. India is already the diabetic
capital of the world with a staggering population of about 20 crore
patients. And double the number of people are pre-diabetes, who do
not know that they could become diabetic patients, and 40 percent
of these are going to develop kidney disease which means 20-25 per-
cent of the population will become kidney patients. So who will
tackle such a massive population with kidney disease, with only
2500 kidney specialists in the country, who are mostly concentrated
in metro cities and some in Tier 1 and 2 cities? Only now there is a
shift where some nephrologists are also going to Tier 3 cities. But the
problem is of such magnitude that the government was compelled
to act. We are very grateful to our Prime Minister Narendra Madi ji for
starting the Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis Programme (PMDP) in
2016. According to this plan, there are over 740 districts in our coun-
try where every unit will have 5 dialysis machines and in 2018 they

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

added peritoneal dialysis also. This is a very major step in the right di-
rection, If every district hospital has a dedicated nephrology set-up
under the Union Health Ministry, we can envisage to have a nephrol-
ogist and technician also in each dialysis centre,

How is Sir Ganga Ram Hospital collaborating with the
government to help minimise the spread of kidney dis-
ease?

The Union Health Ministry has collaborated with Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital to launch in the next month or two, a Screening for Early
Evaluation and Early Detection of Kidney Disease {SEED) Project. This
SEEK project, will be largest study to be conducted for identifying
kidney disease in the general population and shall cover, both the
rural and urban population. The purpose of SEEED study is to raise
awareness and the importance of early detection and intervention
in kidney disease. My message, therefore, on theWorld Kidney Day
is that when you act and start early, you can prevent many people
from becoming CKD patients, who may need dialysis and kidney
transplantation. You can save lives and huge financial burden to
the country.

What is the simple test to check that your kidneys are
functioning properly?

It is easy to diagnose kidney disease with screening based on three
simple parameters- urine test for Protein Creatinine Ratio (PCR),
test to check Creatinine in the blood and eGFR (GFR measures the
level of kidney function) and measuring blood pressure of the pa-
tient and if needed an ultra sound of the kidneys can also be done.
if the results shows contracted kidneys then it is confirmed that the
person has CKD,

Remember, in a diabetic patient, once there is protein loss in
urine there is no way you can reverse the progression of disease ex-
cept to slow it down. However, in the last four years, many drugs are
now available which can slow down progression of the disease. Var-
ious Artificial Intelligence (Al) based apps are also now being devel-
oped and once you feed-in the data it will give you the future prob-
ability of getting kidney disease. These apps are very useful and the
patients will also be aware of their health parameters. Al is going to
further help us in future.

What are the causes of kidney disease and the preven-
tive measures that one should take?

Diabetes, hypertension and treatment of malignancies where
medicines are nephrotoxic, they can all damage the kidneys. A re-
cent development aggravating kidney problems is environmen-
tal pollution, which also impacts diabetics that eventually affects
the kidneys. To prevent onset of kidney disease or its progression
once it has set in, ensure lifestyle modifications, avoid smoking
and alcohol, keep your body weight in check to prevent obesity
where the BMI should not increase more than 25, avoid painkillers
and alternative systems of medicines. Also, keep your blood pres-
sure under 140/90, which is a very important cause of CKD. Obstruc-
tions like kidney stones can be removed, infections such as urine in-
fections, especially in women, owing to lack of hygiene, can be
detected, prevented and treated early if you get screened.

What is the difference between haemodialysis and peri-
toneal dialysis?

Haemodialysis is a four hour long process which is done twice or
thrice in a week and the patient has to go to a dialysis centre
where assistance of hospital staff is required. Peritoneal dialysis, on
the other hand, is a daily home-based dialysis. In peritoneal dialy-
sis, 3-4 bags are changed in a day, which can be done by the pa-
tients themselves at home or with the assistance of family mem-
bers. Material used for peritoneal dialysis are available in all
countries and patient can travel also. Itis a bloodless procedure.
Both the dialysis are equally effective. Nevertheless, there are ad-
vantages and disacvantages in both the procedures. The best renal
therapy is kidney transplantation. After kidney transplant one has
to be very particular about maintaining hygiene to prevent any
infection. Also, ensure to take medicines reqularly as advised by the
doctor, which is life-long because the body can reject the kidney
anytime, Advanced research is going on in the US to develop a
kidney prototype that can be implanted, which can function like an
original kidney and that would be a real discovery in medical sci-
ence. xenotransplantation also is a possibility in future, already 2
pig kidney transplants has been done in USA.,

What are the awareness initiatives taken by the
Nephrology Department of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital?
For awareness, we do CKD and dialysis patient get-togethers on
World Kidney Day every year by organising public lectures for
them. They are educated on dietary habits, which plays a very im-
portant role in kidney health e.g., Consuming excess red meat and
very high protein diet should be avoided, instead a vegetarian diet
must be preferably taken if you are a CKD patient, besides |ife style
management and control of BP if diabetic then good sugar control,
We also have a patient advocacy group where patients present
their problems and through them the message is passed on by
word of mouth from patient-to-patient and to their families. A
very important factor is that family member of a kidney patient
should be screened as they are likely to develop kidney disease
later in life. We also ran a campaign ‘catch them young', under
which we carried out blood pressure check-up in the students of
Delhi's schools. It was a shocking revelation when we found that 30
percent of the adolescent children had high blood pressure. Sec-
ondly, children from middle and higher income group were all
obese due to poor food habits, mostly binging on junk food that es-
calates probability of diabetes, hypertension and obesity,

Could you share about SGRH's Nephrology department
advantages and its support to the needy patients?

Sir Ganga Ram Hospital has one of the best nephrology department
with complete state-of-the-art set-up for kidney treatment, The
department has done the largest number of kidney transplants,
different blood group transplants, and the largest number of CADP
patients in India’s private healthcare sector. We have a charitable
OPD and general ward for patients who cannot afford treatment
where free treatment is given to them. Irrespective of the patients
financial background treatment is provided to them and they are
not turned away without treatment which is in keeping with the
philanthropic values of our founder Sir Ganga Ram ji. It is his
legacy and vision which we want to carry forward at Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, New Delhi.
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_ QUESTIONS _
IN HOUSE

9,400 TEACHING
POSTSVACANTIN
VARSITIES; HALF

RESERVED: GOVT

New Delhi: More than
5,400 teaching positions
are vacant across central
universities, with over half
of themreserved for OBC,
ST, and SC categories, the
Rajya Sabha wasinformed
Wednesday. Union MoS
for Education Sukanta
Majumdar said more than
7,825 teaching positions
have been filled in these
varsities through special
drives. According to the in-
formation he shared,ason
January 31,2025, a total of
5,410 teaching positions
were vacant across central
universities, including 788
forSC,472 forST,and 1,521
for OBC. PTI

ANTICIPATED COST
OF RAILLINKTO

KARGIL t1.31 LAKH
CRORE: VAISHNAW

New Delhi: The antici-
pated cost of the new
Bilaspur-Manali-Leh rail-
way line that will provide
connectivity to Kargil is
Rs 1,31,000 crore, the gov-
ernment said on
Wednesday. In a written
reply to a question in the
Lok Sabha on whether
the government has any
plan to conduct a survey
for connecting Ganderbal
in Kashmir with Kargil,
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said a Detailed
Project Report of the new
Bilaspur-Manali-Leh line
has been prepared. PTI

DIGITAL ARRESTS,
CYBER CRIMES
TRIPLED DURING
2022-24: GOVT

New Delhi: The number of
digital arrest scams and
related cybercrimes al-
most tripled between
2022 and 2024, with de-
frauded amounts skyrock-
eting by 21 times during
the period, Rajya Sabha
was informed Wedn-
esday. Data shared by MoS
for Home Affairs showed
39,925 such incidents re-
ported in 2022 with a to-
tal defrauded amount of
Rs91.14 crore.In 2024, the
cases almost tripled to
1,23,672, with the de-
frauded amount increas-
ing 21 timestoRs 19,35.51
crore. PTI

0 IN PARLIAMENT s

No objections received on Nicobar infra project,
says Minister; sent in 2022: Tribal council chief

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

THE GOVERNMENT has not re-
ceived any information about ob-
jections to the Great Nicobar
Infrastructure project — either
raised by the tribal council of Great
NicobarIslands or documented in
a video report by anthropologist
Vishvajit Pandya — Union Tribal
Affairs minister Jual Oram said in
Rajya Sabha Wednesday.

Speaking during Question
Hour, Oram said the project —in-
volving construction of a trans-
shipment port, an airport, a gas
power plant and tourism infra-
structure — was in national inter-
est and will not have any “envi-
ronmental impact nor displace
any tribals.” “When the tsunami
happened (in2004), because the
area was low-lying, they (the
tribal communities) had prob-
lems and moved out. That they
have objections, we have not re-
ceived such information,” Oram
said in response to a question by
TMC's Saket Gokhale.

“Nobody will get displaced,

Union Minister Jual Oram
speaks in Rajya Sabha. ANI

only 7.144 sq km of tribal reserve
land will be used, rest is forest
land...there are no objections, as
he (Gokhale) is referring to, and
the Gram Sabha has also agreed
toitand passedit.”

On a video report about the
Shompen and Nicobarese com-
munities’ opposition, docu-
mented by Pandya who was part
of the Andaman and Nicobar ad-
ministration's committee tasked
with assessing the project, Oram
said, “I do not have this video re-
port of such opposition. If he can
submit it, we will examine it.”

When contacted, Barnabas
Manju, chairman, tribal council
of Great Nicobar and Little
Nicobar Island told The Indian

The Great
Nicobar
@ project

EXPLAINED

THE PROJECT, which ac-
cording to the Govt will
cost 381,834 crore, includes
a port, airport, power plant,
trunk infrastructure for a
township, besides esti-
mated budgets for wildlife
conservation plan, com-
pensatory afforestation,
tribal welfare plans, con-
servation steps and
mitigation measures.

Express that aletter revoking the
council’s NOC and to forest di-
version for the project was sent
to Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Union Environment Ministry
and Ministry of Home Affairs on
November 22, 2022.
“Denotification of the tribal
reserve will pose problems for
us. We had sent the revocation
letter to several ministries and
had also pointed it out to then

CENTRE’S ¥7,888-CR SHARE UNDER RURAL HOUSING SCHEME

Decision on release of PMAY-G
funds to Bengal pending with
competent authority: Ministry

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

THE MINISTRY of Rural
Development has told a
Parliamentary panel that the deci-
siontorelease Rs 7,888.67 crore to
West Bengal under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin
(PMAY-G) during the current fi-
nancial year (2024-25)is pending
with the “competent authority”.

The Ministry’s submission on
the rural housing scheme was
partof areport submitted in the
Lok Sabha Wednesday by the
Standing Committee on Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj, which highlighted that the
suspension of funds to West
Bengal had led to “severe conse-
quences”, including a spike in
“distress migration”.

The panel, headed by
Congress member Saptagiri
Sankar Ulaka, had, while exam-
ining the Demand of Grants
(2025-26) of the Rural
Development department, en-
quired about the “reasons for
variation” in the allocation to var-
ious schemes, including PMAY-G.

According to its report, the
department informed it that the
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Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh arrives to conduct
proceedings in the House on Wednesday. P11

PMAY-G budgetary allocation for
2024-25was354,500.14 crore at
the Budgetary Estimates stage,
which was cut to 332,426.33
crore at Revised Estimates and
further reduced to X17,731.96 at
the Advance Estimates stage.
Listing the “reasons for low ex-
penditure” under PMAY-G, the
department said the “decision on
release 0fX7,888.67 crore to West
Bengal in the current FY is pend-
ing with competent authority.”

It is learnt that the decision
on Bengal’s dues is pending with
the Rural Development Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan. The de-
partment, it is learnt, sent the
concerned files to the Rural
Development Minister about 4-
5 months ago.

When contacted by The Indian
Express, Chouhan's office said he
has written to West Bengal's Rural
Development Minister and a
meeting will be held between
March 18 and March 25. A deci-
sion on releasing funds to the
state would be taken at that
meeting, Chouhan’s office said.

The Ministry’s submission
comes as the Centre has sus-
pended funds to West Bengal un-
der the PMAY-G as well as the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee Scheme.

The Centre, invoking Section
27 of the MNREG Act, 2005, had
stopped release of funds to
Bengal with effect from March 9,
2022, “due to non-compliance of
directives of Central Gover-
nment.” Since then, no work un-
der NREGS has taken place there.

Responding toa starred ques-
tion by TMC member Jawhar
Sircar, Chouhan'’s predecessor
Giriraj Singh had on December
06, 2023 informed Rajya Sabha
that the Centre’s share of
%13,965.91 crore to West Bengal
for two schemes — MGNREGS
and PMAY-G — was pending.

West Bengal government
sources, however, pegged the
dues at about 18,000 crore un-
der three schemes —MGNREGS,
PMAY-G and PMGSY.

The Standing Committee has
“strongly” recommended that
“West Bengal receive its rightful
dues for all eligible years...” “The
continued suspension of funds has
resulted in severe consequences,
including a sharp increase in dis-
tress migration and disruptionsin
rural development initiatives. This
has had a significant adverse im-
pact on the livelihoods of rural
populations...,” it said.

tribal affairs Arjun Munda dur-
ing his visit to the island in May
2023,” he said.

In an April 12, 2024 letter to
the Tribal Ministry and the
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST), which
was probing a complaint on vio-
lation of tribal rights due to the
project, Pandya, a distinguished
professor at the Dhirubhai
Ambani Institute of Information
and Communication Technology,
Gandhinagar, had pointed out his
video was not taken on record by
the island administration.

The tribal council had re-
voked its NOC to the denotifica-
tion of 84.1 sq km of tribal re-
serve and diversion of 130.75 sq
km of forests, alleging that it was
done without seeking consent of
indigenous inhabitants of the is-
land and by concealing impor-
tant information. The letter,
dated November 22, 2022, also
stated that crucial information
regarding occupation of the an-
cestral lands was not revealed.

Gokhale had sought to know
what action the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs had taken onaletter of the

tribal council, the impact of the
project on the Shompen tribe and
the Nicobarese Scheduled Tribe
community,and theirdemand to
return to their native lands where
they forage and have plantations.
He also sought to know whether
Pandya’s video report was
recorded by the committee.

Meanwhile, to Gokhale’s
question on the action taken on
the concerns raised by the
National Green Tribunal and the
NCST regarding the impact of the
project on the local tribal com-
munities, Oram said he cannot
respond as the matter is
sub-judice.

Taking objection to this,
Congress MP Jairam Ramesh
said that as per a 21 July, 2023
ruling of the Rajya Sabha
Chairman, only matters related
to the conduct of a Supreme
Courtand High Court judge can-
not be discussed under Article
121.

“I request that an answer be
given at a subsequent date, be-
cause the Great Nicobar project
is arecipe for environmental and
humanitarian disaster,” he said.

SCREEN TIME

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai, MoS
S P Singh Baghel and Congress MP Kodikunnil Suresh at

Parliament on Wednesday. ANI

Opp, Govt spar over privatisation in Railways

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

THE OPPOSITION Wednesday hit
out at the government over pri-
vatisation in Railways which,
they said, hasled to accidents and
deaths, while the B]JP-led NDA
members countered that before
2014, the Railway Budget was an
“instrument of political calcula-
tions” with lofty promises.
During a discussion in Rajya
Sabha on the workings of the
Railway Ministry, DMK member

NRElango claimed that 2 million
jobs in the Railways have been
cut through contractualisation
and outsourcing of the work-
force. He claimed the govern-
ment is “giving line maintenance,
infrastructure maintenance,
everything to contractors”.

“In the past three or four
years, we have lost valuable lives
of 400 passengers due to train
accidents, compared to zero
deaths between 2018 and 2021.
Why is this happening? This is
happening because of privatisa-
tion of employees,” he said.

Citing various incidents, ac-
cidents, Congress MP from
Telangana Anil Kumar Yadav said
“today passengers are afraid to
travel in trains...”

RJD’s Sanjay Yadav alleged
the “kavach” system has not
been implemented properly,
“but the government is not af-
fected by the deaths”.

BJP MP Samik Bhattacharya
said, “With record allocation, the
government hasreaffirmed its un-
wavering commitment to trans-
forming Indian Railways into a
world class network,”

Bhattacharya said. “Before 2014,
we saw how the Railway Budget
was turned into an instrument of
political calculations. Lofty prom-
ises were made butvery little was
implemented on ground,” he said.
YSRCP’s Ayodhya Rami
Reddy Alla said, “Inlast 10 years,
the government tried to revisit
the strategy of Railways... to
keep in mind the future needs
and demands, and also, the
structuring of the Railways - the
Railway Board up to the small
stations. We are able to see re-
sults because of that,” he said.
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Dubey:In1973
delimitation,
only Cong states
got more seats

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

ACCUSING THE Congress and
the DMK of “indulging in dou-
blespeak”, senior BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey on Wednesday
alleged that only Congress-ruled
states saw an increase in seats
during the last population-based
delimitation in 1973 and there
was no change for states like
Tamil Nadu.

Dubey, Lok Sabha MP from
Jharkhand’s Godda constituency,
also pointed out that Jharkhand
had been left out of the delimita-
tion exercise in 2008, when the
Congress-led UPA was in power
at the Centre. Claiming that
“Bangladeshi infiltrators” have
changed the demography in the
tribal-dominated state, he sought
afresh delimitation processin the
state “excluding them”.

Speaking during Zero Hour,
Dubey, flashing a copy of the
Delimitation Act, 1973, said:
“Congress had said the delimita-
tion would take place on the ba-
sis of population. It is the same
party which advocated for mak-
ing population the benchmark
for the delimitation drive. In the
delimitation exercise that hap-
pened in 1973, there was no
change in the number of seatsin
Uttar Pradesh. Don't talk about
the population here. Even Tamil
Nadu did not have any increase.
The increase happened only in
Congress-ruled states — be it
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
or Rajasthan.”

While taking an exception to
the Opposition’s “silence” on

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey in
Lok Sabha, Wednesday. ANI

Jharkhand’s exclusion during the
2008 delimitation process,
Dubey said that in the state, the
population of adivasis (tribals)
has fallen “from 45 % in 1951 to
28%in 2011” while the “Muslim
population has gone up from 9%
to 24%”.

He said the state would now
lose at least three assembly seats
and one Lok Sabha seat in the de-
limitation exercise “due to
Bangladeshi infiltrators”. “The
Bangladeshi infiltrators are
forcibly marrying the Adivasi
girls in Jharkhand and convert-
ing them. [ urge the Government
that when they conduct the de-
limitation exercise, they should
exclude the Bangladeshi infiltra-
tors,"” Dubey said.

Meanwhile, DMK's D M
Kathir Anand kept the heat on
Tamil Nadu'’s concern over the
impending delimitation exer-
cise.

Tamil Nadu's population has
been significantly lower com-
pared to North Indian states and
insisting on population figures
for delimitation is “total injus-
tice” to the state, Anand said.

WAS PASSED BY RAJYA SABHA INDECEMBER

Lok Sabha clears Bill to
amend law governing
development of oilfields

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

THE LOK Sabha on Wednesday
passed the QOilfields (Regulation
and Development) Amendment
Bill, 2024, which delinks petro-
leum from mining operations,
expands the definition of min-
eral oil to include shale oil,
among others, and seeks to grant
oil companies leases on “stable
terms”.

Rajya Sabha had passed the
Bill in December last year.

The Bill was introduced by
Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri who said the original
law was enacted in 1948 and
covered mining, quarrying and
petroleum leases. Then, a sepa-
rate law was enacted in 1957 for
mines and minerals, while the
parent act was rechristened the
Oilfields (Regulation and
Development) Act, 1948, but the
terminologies remained the
same.

“We are seeking to change
that today. We are also introduc-
ing a single permit system for all
types of mineral oil explo-
ration...The oil Bill also aims to
resolve one of the biggest griev-
ances of global oil companies in-
terested in investing in India by
providing stability in operation,
both in terms of tenure of the
lease and condition,” he said.

Anticipating the issues that
could come up during the dis-
cussion, he added that “the Bill
does not alter the rights of
states”, as states would continue
to grant petroleum leases for on-
line areas and receive royalties.

During the discussion,
Congress MP Manish Tewari said
the Bill had “minor” changes, but
no plan for reducing energy im-
ports.

TMC's Pratima Mondal the
Bill “opens the door for private
companies to dominate oilfields,
allowing big corporations to ex-
tract mineral oils with very little
government control.”

In Karnataka dlstrlct a ‘rotti’ revival builds brand & business for women

SANATHKPRASAD
BENGALURU

IN THE backyard of her house in
Kotnoor village of Kalaburagi
taluk, Nirmala works on a ma-
chine in her small room that is
speedily producing hundreds of
rotis - or rottis.

35-year-old Nirmala hasbeen
in the rotti-making business for
seven years, but there’s a change.
Not her hands, she uses the ma-
chine, increasing her productiv-
ity. A hundred more women
from the taluka have been part of
the transition to a new business
model with the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s initiative of branding
the ‘Kalaburagi rotti’.

Kalaburagi district has 90% of
rainfed area under cultivation
with jowar and bajra being their
staple food, but the popularity
has plunged due to urbanisation
and a shift mainly towards rice
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and wheat.

Kalaburagi Deputy
Commissioner Fouzia Taranum,
who has won the Excellence in
Governance Awards 2024, or-
ganised by The Indian Express, in
the category of Jury Special
Awards for comprehensive de-

velopment in the district, then
decided to present Kalaburagi
Rottias a brand and reintroduce
millet as a staple in the region.

Launched in March 2024, the
Kalaburagi Rotti Sahakara Sanga
(Kalaburagi Roti Cooperative
Forum) has brought about a
massive shift among the hun-
dreds of women SHGs in the
rotti-making business in
Kalaburagi.

In Kalaburagi region, a total
of 150 roti-making machines
have been distributed so far,and
25 women have opted for a sub-
scription model of making a
one-time payment of Rs 5,000
to the cooperative forum.

Usually, the machines cost
around Rs 5-101lakh, but women
can buy it at a subsidised rate of
Rs 2 lakh.

To promote the product, the
Kalaburagi Rotti has been listed
on food delivery platforms like
Zomato and Swiggy. The website

Ayyamma Kumari prepares Kalaburagi rottis. jithendra M;
(right) Kalaburagi DC Fouzia Taranum. Praveen Khanna
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also receives orders from cities

like Bengaluru and Hyderabad.
To meet the demands, the

government is targeting around

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

4,000-5,000 rottis per month,
and help women earn an aver-
age of Rs 30,000 per month by
procuring each roti at Rs 6.

The government primarily
sells jowar, bajra and dapatti rot-
tis under the Kalaburagi rotti
brand. The renewed focus on

millets is also supported by
schemes like PM Formalization
of Micro Food Enterprises and
PM Krishi Sinchayee Yojane
(PMKSY 2.0).

Nirmala says the machines
double the rotti numbers, save
time in case of big orders, facili-
tating more income and access
to markets outside Kalaburagi.
“Most of my income goes to-
wards loan repayment, EMI on
the rotti making machine, and
school fees of my children
among other expenses. | have
cleared Rs 50,000 in EMI for the
machine so far,” said Nirmala.

Ayyamma Kumari, 40, earns
%30,000 per month by supplying
around 5,000 rottis. “Many had
doubts about the quality of ma-
chine-made rottis. Usually, they
were thin. But after the orders be-
gan coming in, we realised cus-
tomers had accepted it.”

Samad Patel, Joint Director of
Agriculture, Kalaburagi district,

told The Indian Express, “Our plan
is to increase the Kalaburagi rotti
exports to countries like US and
UK and launch an exclusive quick
commerce app to ensure
Kalaburagi rottis reach your
doorstep in 10 minutes. We want
to bring in more self help groups,
butwe first need to sort out the re-
sources at the backend, including
supply chain and logistics.”
Taranum said: “I'mvery happy
and this award is very motivating
for me and my team... We had a
lot of farmer- friendly initiatives
and ensured insurance payouts
happened. We also thought we
got women collectives together
and registered them under coop-
erative society. We have set up
franchises for their products and
they have a constant stream of
material, orders and money.Imet
agrouprecently who got 2,000 or-
ders in a single day, they were so
excited. All the profits go to the co-
operatives and the farmers,”
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NOVEL OUTREACH

UNION MINISTER for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Bhupender Yadav, a first-time Lok Sabha MP from Rajasthan’s
Alwar, has devised a novel way to be in touch with the party
workers in his constituency. Whenever Parliament is in ses-
sion, he will invite five mandal-level office-bearers to the
Capital. They will be shown the new and Old Parliament build-
ings, their surroundings, Pradhanmantri Sanghralaya and other
offices. They will have lunch with the minister during which
they can raise the issues of the constituency and can give him
feedback about different Central government programmes.
There are 40 mandals in Alwar. With Parliament having an av-
erage 400 days of sitting in five years, around 2,000 party work-
ers are expected to get this opportunity.

Mic MANAGEMENT

WHEN IT was Congress MP S Jothimani’s turn to speak on a Bill
in Lok Sabha on Wednesday, she and other MPs could be heard
asking for her microphone to be switched on. This led Speaker
Om Birla to reiterate that he did not control the Members’ mi-
crophones. He stressed his point with an anecdote about
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto who visited India in
January. The Speaker said President Subianto may have heard
somewhere that the Lok Sabha Speaker has the microphone
control, so when he visited the House he checked for the mic
control at the presiding officer’s chair. Recounting with alaugh,
Birla said he had to explain to the guest that it wasn’t there.

TECH TALK

AHEAD OF the first edition of what it is calling the global media
dialogue to be held in Mumbai this May, the government will
reach out to the global community, inviting ambassadors and
high commissioners from all 140 foreign missions in New Delhi
on Thursday, and sharing with them concerns on issues per-
taining to digital content, in the wake of a recent controversy on
obscenity. Lined up for the meeting are Union ministers S
Jaishankar and Ashwini Vaishnaw, along with host state
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, who will also
talk about the rise of India’s media and entertainment sector.

Union Carbide waste:
Final disposal trial ends

Samples of dioxins and furans,

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

THETHIRD and final incineration
trial of hazardous waste from
Union Carbide Bhopal factory
ended Wednesday at ReSustai-
nability’s waste disposal facility at
Pithampur, Madhya Pradesh
Pollution Control Board said.

Atotal of 30 tonnes of the 337
metric tonnes of hazardous
waste transported from the
Union Carbide factory in Bhopal
to Pithampur in early January
was incinerated starting
February 28. The emissions of
pollutants and gases monitored
for all trials were within pre-
scribed limits as per MPPCB'’s
continuous monitoring,.

“The third trial began on
March 10at 741 am with ablank
run of the incinerator and waste
feedingbegan at 741 pmatarate
of 270 kg/hour. This continued
till March 12, 8.43 am. Residual
waste will be disposed of after
the results of the trials, as per the
order of the Honourable High
Court,” an MPPCB release said.

toxic chemicals emitted during in-
cineration fromall three trials are
yet to be analyzed, MPPCB said.

In the first trial, the waste fed
was at arate of 135 kg/hour and
the second trial saw a feed rate
of 180 kg/hour. The trial inciner-
ation phases were carried out
complying with a February 18
order of the Jabalpur bench of
the Madhya Pradesh High Court.

OnDecember 3, the court had
directed the Bhopal Gas Tragedy
Relief and Rehabilitation Depart-
ment to clean up Union Carbide
factory site and take all remedial
steps for removal and safe dis-
posal of the waste from the area
concerned.

As the waste was transported
to the Pithampur facility, the lo-
cal citizens protested against the
plans to incinerate, citing it
posed an environmental hazard.

In its February 18 order, the
MP High Court noted that 11 rep-
resentatives of people requested
the Dhar collector to conduct
trial runs of 10 metric tonnes af-
ter sharing results of the same
with the public.

Uttarakhand HC stays
felling of 3,000 trees
in Shivalik Reserve

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, MARCH 12

ASKING THE state to check if the
project passes through elephant
corridors, the Uttarakhand High
Court Wednesday directed its
counsel not to commence felling
of 3,300 trees for aroad widening
project in Bhaniyawala-Rishikesh
stretch passing through Shivalik
Elephant Reserve.

Hearing a PIL by Reenu Paul
and argued by advocate Abhijay
Negi, the court asked the state
and the petitioner to check the
coordinates of the project.

“Lookinto the coordinatesand
if there is a road passing through
the corridor, then, Mr counsel for
the government, advise them to
construct aflyover becauseit can-
not be blocked,” the bench of Chief
Justice G Narendar and Justice
Ashish Naithani observed.

Negi said there is a notified
Shivalik Elephant Reserve, and
within this is the Bhaniyawala-
Rishikesh stretch, where the gov-
ernment has proposed cutting
3,300 trees. “Before this, the gov-

ernment wanted to expand the
Dehradun airportinthe..reserve,
but this court had intervened and
stayed the expansion because
the government of India had sup-
ported the petitioner and stated
in its affidavit that it is a critical
elephant habitat,” Negi said.

The road widening project
will impact the eighth, ninthand
tenth corridors in the reserve, he
said, adding that the project falls
in three forest ranges —
Motichur, Badkot and Rishikesh.
“Parts of Badkot and Rishikesh
are notified elephant corridors.”

When the Chief Justice asked
atwhat stage the project was, the
petitioner responded that the
state had marked trees to be felled.
He directed that no trees should
be cut till the next hearing.

The court asked the state to
submit the clearances mandated
under the Forest Conservation
Act; the compensatory afforesta-
tion scheme, if any drawn up;
the necessary compensatory af-
forestation fund, if it has been set
apart; and the environment im-
pact and assessment report on
the next hearing on March 21.

Mamata slams Suvendu for ‘threatening’

Muslim legislators: ‘Do_n

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,MARCH 12

LASHING OUT at BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari for threaten-
ing to “throw out Muslim MLAs”
from the Assembly, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Wednesday warned the BJP
against playing the “Hindu card”

and accused the main
Opposition party of undermin-
ing democratic values.

OnTuesday, Adhikarihad said
once the BJP comes to power in
Bengal after the 2026 Assembly
polls, Muslim MLAs will be
thrown out of the Assembly. “We
will defeat Speaker Biman
Banerjee and Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. After the BJP

‘No new liquor
vends allotted’:
Omar warns
media against
‘peddling lies’

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, MARCH 12

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
Tuesday dismissed speculation
regarding opening of new liquor
stores in the UT.

Omar posted on X and said,
“No new liquor vends are being
advertised or allotted by my gov-
ernment.” He also cautioned the
media against “peddling this lie”.

With the second session of
the J&K Assembly ongoing, spec-
ulation was rife that the Omar
government was set to open bids
for new liquor vends in April.

Over the last few months, J&K
has seen a growing clamour for
banning alcohol sale and con-
sumption. Private Member Bills in
this regard are also set to be tabled
in the current Assembly session,
after discussions on the budget.

The government also said as
per the J&K Excise Policy for the
year 2025-26, notified on
February 15 this year, 305 vends
(wine shops) were put to e-auc-
tion and after the culmination of
the bidding process; 271 vends
were allotted through the e-auc-
tion process (conducted by J&K
Bank) to the successful bidders.

assumes power, Muslim MLAs of
their party (TMC) who will win
and come to the Assembly, (we
will) throw them out of the
House,” he had said as BJP
protested against the suspension
of party MLAs by the Speaker.

Speaking in the Assembly
Wednesday, the CM said the BJP
was importing “fake Hinduism”
to Bengal. The TMC chief said:
“Democracy is permanent, but
the chair is not. Respect the chair.
How can you think of throwing
out Muslim MLAs?”

“How can your leader say
that when Muslims win, you
people will remove them from
Assembly... dismiss 33 per cent
of the population?” she said, cit-
ing the legacy of leaders like
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.
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West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee during celebrations of
Doljatra and Holi Milan Utsav in Kolkata on Wednesday. P11

“Ramzan month is being
deliberately chosen to hurt
Muslims... minority communities
should rest assured. The unity of

allreligions will prevail,” she said.

“Humanity is the biggest les-
son of religion. But you people
(BJP) always play the communal

t play Hlndu card’

card in politics. Please do not ex-
ploit religion... Your imported
Hindu dharma is not supported
by the Vedas or by our seers. How
can you deny the rights of
Muslims as citizens? This is noth-
ing but a fraud,” Mamata said.
Stressing that her version of
Hinduism was different, Mamata
said: “I am a Hindu...  have the
right to protect Hindu dharma,
but not your version of it. Please
don’t play the Hindu card.”
“Please do not insult Bengal.
Please do not try to divide Bengal
in the name of religion. Why
don’t you have Muslim candi-
dates in elections? Almost 79
percent of my party’s candidates
in any election are Hindus. We
also have an adequate number
of women candidates...” she said.

Ban on Hurriyat outfits dims glimmer of
hope about talks after Mirwaiz’s Delhi visit

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,MARCH 12

THE ANNOUNCEMENT of a ban
under the stringent UAPA against
the Awami Action Committee and
[ttihadul Muslimeen, both mem-
bers of the Mirwaiz Umar Faroog-
led moderate faction of the
Hurriyat Conference, is being seen
inthe Valley as ablow to expecta-
tions that the Centre wanted to
keep a channel of engagement
open with the separatists.

The return of security coverto
Mirwaiz, who recently spent 10
days in New Delhi holding politi-
cal meetings across the board, was
seen as one sign of this. The fact
that Mirwaiz had CRPF cover had
even been remarked upon by
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah.

Both the outfits were active
in Kashmir politics for over six
decades. In its order Tuesday
barring the two for five years, the
Union Home Ministry said they
were “indulging in anti-national
and subversive activities”.

Speaking to reporters, CM
Omar Wednesday said the
Centre had not shared any intel-
ligence with his government
warranting a ban on the AAC,
adding that he was not in favour
of such decisions. “I do not know
the basis of the ban. This is not
under the purview of the elected

Signboards were removed from the headquarters of the

Awami Action Committee following the Centre’s ban, in
Srinagar on Wednesday. P11

government (in J-K)... On princi-
ple, we have never been in favour
of such decisions.” Omar said.
“Since Mirwaiz was released
from house arrest, | have not seen
any objectionable statement
from him, but we do not have any
information about the ban...”
Thebanon the AAC, in partic-
ular, will curb any political en-
gagements by Mirwaiz. The out-
fit was founded by his father,
Mirwaiz Mohammad Farooq, in

1964, with the leadership passing
on to him after the latter’s death.

The government has indi-
cated several times that it wants
Mirwaiz to restrict himself to only
religious issues as the Valley’s
chief cleric, and the ban may be
another message reinforcing that.

Condemning the ban on the
AAC, Mirwaiz said Tuesday it was
“continuation of the policy of in-
timidation and disempower-
ment... being followed since

August 2019”.

TheIttihadul Muslimeen was
founded two years before the
AAC, by Shia cleric Maulana
Abbas Ansari. He founded the
outfitin 1962 after completing his
studies in Lucknow followed by
Najafin Irag, with the goal of unit-
ing different sects of Muslims.

The Ittihadul Muslimeen re-
mains one of the most influential
Shia political and social organisa-
tions in the Valley, and has been
headed by Ansari’s son Masroor
Abbas since his death in 2022.

Condemning the “unjustified
and unfair” ban, Masroor Abbas
said it will “neither make any dif-
ference nor solve the problems (of
Kashmir)”. “This organization has
advocated for the aspirations &
rights of the people of J&K through
completely peaceful, non-violent
& democratic means,” Masroor
said in a series of posts on X.

While senior PDP leader
Waheed Para raised the issue in
the Assembly Wednesday seek-
ing a discussion, PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti called the ban
“another blow to Kashmir’s social
and political landscape”.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Those held with
drugs in small

quantity should
be given bail: HC

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 12

THEPUNJAB and Haryana HC has
held that individuals caught with
small quantities of drugs must be
granted bail.

Justice Anoop Chitkara, while
granting anticipatory bail to
Kuldeep Singh alias Keepa, held
that offences involving small
quantities of drugs are bailable
and do not fall under the strin-
gent bail provisions of Section 37
of NDPS Act. The court ruled that
keeping first-time offenders be-
hind bars for small recoveries
would defeat the purpose of judi-
cial discretion in bail matters.

Kuldeep’s counsel argued
that the confession was made to
a police officer and was inadmis-
sible as evidence.

Justice Chitkararuled that the
law does not mandate treating all
NDPS offences as non-bailable. “If
anaccused does not get anticipa-
tory bail eveninsuchacase, then
the enactment of Section 482
BNSS, 2023 itself shall become re-
dundant, which cannot be the
legislative intention,” he said.

The judge cited the SC's rulings
in Tofan Singh vs State of Tamil
Nadu and State of Haryana vs
Samarth Kumar, which held that
confessional statements made to
police officers under the NDPS Act
areinadmissible in trial. “The con-
traband was recovered not from
the petitioner but from the pri-
mary accused, who, while in po-
lice custody, implicated the peti-
tioner in a statement that would
be legally inadmissible as evi-
dence,” the court said.

The ruling clarified that, as
per the First Schedule of the
BNSS, 2023, offences punishable
with imprisonment of less than
three years are classified as bail-
able. Since the punishment for
possessing a small quantity of
heroin under the NDPS Act is up
to one year, the offence falls un-
der the bailable category. Justice
Chitkara said, “When an individ-
ualis caught withasmall quantity
of drugs, thelaw does not demand
that he be treated the same as a
drug trafficker. The principle of
fairness must prevail.”
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hitps:'mcdonline.nic.in. Last dale of submission of response to EOI
through electronic or physical form is 25.03.2025. S/

Addl, Director Hospital Administration
| R.0. No.66/DPI'MCD/2024-25

(Primary Health) I'I.I'IIE:D_

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
(ORIGINAL COMPANY JURISDICTION)
IN
C.P NO. 298/2015

IN THE MATTER OF COMPANIES ACT, 1956
AND

IN THE MATTER OF URASTUN METAL
INDUSTRIES PRIVATE LIMITED

ADVERTISEMENT OF NOTICE INVITING
CLAIMS FROM SHAREHOLDERS AND
CONTRIBUTOIRES OF THE COMPANY (IN

LIQUIDATION) TO PROVE THEIR CLAIMS

Notice is hereby given to all the Shareholders and Contributories
of the above named company (in Lign.) in terms of order of the
Hon'ble Court passed on 01.02.2025 and they are required to
submit with the Official Liquidator, attached to the Hon'ble High
Court of Delhi to prove their respective investments/claims
against the above said company (in Lign.) by delivering the same
at the office of Official Liquidator on or before 15.04.2025 or
sending by post to the Official Liquidator so as to reach at the
office of the Official Liquidator, Delhi not later than the aforesaid
date along with an affidavit in support of their
investments/claims on Rs. 10/- Non-Judicial Stamp Paper in
form No. 66 of the Companies (Court) Rules, 1959, along with
photocopy  of  original documents proving their
investments/claims and any title to priority.

Any shareholders and contributories of the above said Company
(In Lign.) who fails to submit his/her affidavit or proof of his/her
debt within the aforesaid time limit to the office of the official
liquidator, Delhi will be excluded from the benefits of any
entitlement before his/her investments/claims is proved or as the
case may be from objection to such entitlement.

Any Shareholders and Contributories of the above sald company

(in lign.) who has sent/his/her proof, if so, required by notice in

writing from the Official Liquidator, Delhi shall either in person

or by his/her advocate attend the investigation of such debt of

claim at such time and place as shall be specified in such notice

and shall produce such further evidence of his/her debt or claim

as may be required.

Dated on the 11th of March, 2025.

Sd/-

(S.MEENAKSHI)

OFFICIAL LIQUIDATOR

ATTACHED TO THE HON'BLE HIGH COURT OF

DELHI

LOK NAYAK BHAWAN, 8TH FLOOR, KHAN MARKET,

NEW DELHI-110003, PH: 011-24693393

Email id: ol.delhi@mca.gov.in

Visit website www.mca.gov.in, www.delhiol.gov.in and
www.delhihighcourt.nic.in for downloading Form No. 66 of the
Companies (Court) Rules 1959.
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Karnataka CM
assures Stalin of
support against
delimitation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, MARCH 12

KARNATAKA CM Siddaramaiah
extended support to DMK-led op-
position to the proposed delimi-
tation and assured his Tamil Nadu
counterpart of backing any move-
ment against Centre’s policies
which went against the interests
of Karnataka, weakened democ-
racy and contradicted
Constitutional principles.

On Wednesday, Tamil Nadu
Minister of Forests K Ponmudy
and RS MP Mohammed Abdullah
Ismail called on Siddaramaiah
and sought a “formal consent to
join the Joint Action Committee
(JAC)” comprising TN, Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and
Karnataka, West Bengal, Odisha
and Punjab.

Aletter from CM M K Stalin to
Siddaramaiah said: “Post- 2026,
the situation may become drasti-
cally skewed if the (delimitation)
exercise is conducted as per next
census population. Those states
which controlled their popula-
tion... will face an unjust punish-
ment — reduced representation
in the very forum where national
policies are determined.”

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 12

Woes for Congress continue to
pile up in Haryana, with the
party failing to win a single may-
oral election across the state,
even as BJP picked up nine of 10
mayor posts, with one going to
anIndependent in the results de-
clared Wednesday.

This wipeout for Congress
follows its third consecutive
Assembly election loss at the
hands of BJP last year, in an elec-
tion it was expected to win.

A lack of organisation and
continued infighting are being
seen as the key reasons for the
Congress failure to make a mark
again. Party leaders admitted
frustration at the high command
having taken no effective meas-
ures to set its house in order.

Reacting to the results, for-
mer six-time MLA and Congress
leader Sampat Singh said the
party was losing precious time.
“Aformidable party organisation
should be formed as early as pos-
sible. It is time for united efforts

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini after BJP’s victory
in mayoral polls on Wednesday. P11

to boost the confidence of party-
men across the state.”

The results are particularly
embarrassing for the Congress
asit had putup candidates onits
symbol, departing from its tra-
ditional stand of not doing so in
municipal pollsin the state. This
was done in the hope that it
would consolidate its support-
ers, who were disheartened af-
ter the Assembly polls. Many
leaders were incidentally opposed

Amid fund crunch, Pinarayi &
FM break i ice at breakfast meet

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

AT A time when the Opposition-
ruled states are at loggerheads
with the BJP-led central govern-
ment over various issues, Kerala
Chief Minister and CPI(M) vet-
eran Pinarayi Vijayan hosted a
breakfast for Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
the national capital Wednesday.
Vijayan'’s breakfast bonhomie
with Sitharaman signalled a
thaw in the CPI(M)-led LDF gov-
ernment's frosty relationship
with the Centre a year ahead of
the Kerala Assembly elections.
The breakfast meeting was
also attended by Kerala
Governor Rajendra Vishwanath
Arlekar, who Tuesday met MPs
from the state in a first such in-
teraction, during which Arlekar
assured them that he will stand
with the state government in
raising its issues before the
Centre. Arlekar's predecessor
Arif Mohammed Khan had an
uneasy and at times stormy ties
with the Vijayan government.
The relations between the
LDF government and the Centre
has been marked with disputes
over various issues such as the fi-
nancial assistance for rehabilita-
tion of the Wayanad landslide
victims, limits on the state's bor-
rowings, and the discontinua-
tion of the GST compensation.
The Left government has often
accused the Centre of "discrimi-
nation" in allocation of funds to
the state, which has been reeling
under a financial crisis. Vijayan
and his entire Cabinet had even
staged a protest in Delhi over
these issues around the same
time last year.
Hoping to take a third
straight shot at power, Vijayan
now, in the last year of his sec-
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, CM Pinarayi Vijayan,
Governor Rajendra Arlekar and Special Representative of
Kerala government in Delhi KV Thomas on Wednesday. P11

ond term as the CM, seems to be
trying to dial down tensions
with the central government.

On the menu at the meeting
was an assortment of Kerala
breakfast dishes, sources said. On
the discussion table was a plea
to the Centre by the state govern-
ment for clearing its pending de-
mands, including a hike in the
borrowing limits, release of the
Centre’s share 0fX817.80 crore in
the Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
for the Vizhinjam seaport, and
more financial assistance for re-
habilitation of the Wayanad
landslide survivors.

The Centre recently sanc-
tioned aloan 0f3529.50 crore to
Kerala, but the state government
claimed that it came with strin-
gent conditions, including the
stipulation for utilisation of the
entire amount by March 31. The
state has sought a relaxation in
this deadline.

During his meeting with
Sitharaman, Vijayan also called
for ironing out issues regarding
the implementation of the semi-

high speed railway system and
the sharing of the land acquisi-
tion costs for the national high-
way expansion in Kerala.

Sources said Sitharaman as-
sured the CM that the Centre
would never deny what is due to
Kerala asit believes in giving jus-
tice to all the states. She also told
Vijayan that the Union finance
ministry officials will meet the
state government's representa-
tives for follow-up discussions
on all the outstanding issues.

Vijayan'’s meeting with
Sitharaman comes days after he
pushed his party in Kerala to
shift its long-held ideological po-
sition, proposing the restructur-
ing of loss-making public sector
undertakings (PSUs) in the state
by bringing in private invest-
ment, which always been a red
rag for the communists.

Vijayan also mooted plans for
additional mobilisation of re-
sources to overcome what his
party had earlier called an “eco-
nomic siege” allegedly imposed
by the central government.

to this for precisely the reason that
the March 2 municipal polls were
happening too close on the heels
of BJP’s sweep in Assembly polls.
“Congress weaknesses at local
level now stand exposed.Had the
decision not been taken, we could
have had at least a fig leaf,” a
Congress leader said.

Senior Congress leader Ajay
Singh Yadav claimed the results
would have been different had
they taken place three years after

the Assembly polls. “The ruling
party getsan advantage if the civic
polls are held immediately after
Assembly elections. Further, the
State Election Commission did not
pay heed to our demand to hold
civic polls with ballot papers in-
stead of EVMIs,” he said.

A section of state leadership
claims that party affairs ran smo-
othly till 2014, when Phool Chand
Mullana, seen as a loyalist of for-
mer CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
was the state chief. They say things
started to spiral after Mullana was
replaced with former LS MP Ash-
ok Tanwar, with differences crop-
ping up between the two camps.

Since then, internal rifts within
Congress have not settled, even af-
ter the party replaced Tanwar
with former Union minister Kum-
ariSelja, whowas seentobeinthe
anti-Hooda camp, orreplaced her
with Hooda loyalist Bhan.

After the win, CM Nayab Singh
Saini said: “The triple-engine gov-
ernment has a bigger responsibil-
ity to undertake development
works... Haryana and the country
will develop under the leadership
of PM Narendra Modi.”

8 GOVT & POLITICS

Divided Congress learns no lessonsin
Haryana as BJP sweeps mayor polls

Lone non-BJP
winner: Who is
Inderjeet Yadav

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 12

WHILE BJP bagged nine of the 10
mayoral seats, it lost only in Man-
esar Municipal Corporation in
Gurgaon district to Independent
candidate Dr Inderjeet Yadav.

Inderjeet is said to be an aide
of Union MoS Rao Inderjit Singh.
In 2024 LS polls, she had cam-
paigned for Rao Inderjit Singh in
Gurgaon seat, from where he won
for fourth time ina row.

BJP sources said Rao Inderjit
Singh had recommended Inder-
jit's candidature. A survey for BJP
also reportedly pointed to her
“bright prospects”. But BJP field
ed Sunder Lal. Rao Inderjit Singh
never campaigned for Lal.

On her future political plans,
Inderjeet says she would take a
call after consulting the people
of her constituency.

‘Did women even wear clothes before
2005’: Rabri takes a swipe at Nitish

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, MARCH 12

BIHAR CM Nitish Kumar and R]D
leader Rabri Devi continued to
spar over the former’s “achieve-
ments” Wednesday, with the lat-
ter sarcastically wondering if
women “even wore clothes be-
fore 2005”.

She was referring to the CM'’s
remarks earlier this month that
women “didn’t wear fine clothes”
and “hardly went to schools”, un-
til 2005, when his government

was first voted to power.

Speaking before the legisla-
tive Council, Nitish repeated his
claims that the state saw signif-
icant progress only after he took
over as CM in 2005. “(Before
that) people had to walk to the
nearest towns from their vil-
lages. People also did not venture
out after evenings,” he said,

At this, Rabri Devi, Leader of
Opposition in the Council, said:
“He (Nitish) is saying the same
thing over and over again. Today;,
let me ask both Nitish Kumar and
the central governmentif women

wore clothes before 2005 or not.”
Nitish continued speaking thro-
ugh these interruptions, claiming
thatRabri’s husband and R]D chief
Lalu Prasad did little for the state.

“What did Lalu Prasad do? He
only made his wife CM when he
had been going to jail,” he said.

Following this, Rabri Devi
and other RJD MLCs walked out.

Later, Nitish told the Council
that his government would “pres-
ent our achievements post-2005
so that people know what we
have done and draw comparisons
with the previous regime”.
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India-Mauritius joint
statement: Enhanced
maritime cooperation,
e-buses, police training

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

FROM INCREASED deployment
of ships and aircraft for joint
maritime surveillance to cus-
tomised training for Mauritius
police officers and timely deliv-
ery of 100 e-buses to supporting
implementation of the e-judici-
ary system — India and
Mauritius agreed on araft of out-
comes after PM Narendra Modi
and Mauritius PM Navinchandra
Ramgoolam met over the last
couple of days in Port Louis.

The joint statement said the
leaders had “comprehensive and
productive discussions” on theen-
tire gamut of bilateral relations.

Ramgoolam underscored In-
dia’srole asatime-tested and tru-
sted partner of Mauritius inits so-
cio-economic development since
the time of its independence.

PM Modi noted that Mauritius
stands at the junction of India’s
Vision SAGAR, its Neighbourhood
First approach and its commit-
ment to the Global South, and un-
derlined the important role
played by Mauritius in advancing
these policies for the common
benefit of both countries.

This is significant in the con-
text of China's strategic footprint
increasing in the region, which
includes the island countries and
developing countries.

Here are the key takeaways
from the Joint Vision document
for an Enhanced Strategic
Partnership:

Defence & maritime security

M Refit of Coast Guard Ships
— Victory, Valiant and Barracuda,
on grant basis.

M Defence and maritime as-
sets and equipment, as per needs
and priorities of Mauritius.

B Enhance maritime coopera-

tion through increased deploy-
ment of ships and aircraft for joint
maritime surveillance and hy-
drography surveys.

New projects

B Work towards timely de-
livery of 100 e-buses and the as-
sociated charging infrastructure.

M Replacement of 100 km
water pipeline in Mauritius.

M New Parliament building
on a site identified by the
Mauritius government

B Redevelopment of the
Ganga Talao Spiritual Sanctuary

Political

W Welcoming ongoing discus-
sions between Parliaments of the
two countries, including in the fi-
eld of capacity building, both lead-
ers agreed to strengthen coopera-
tion on sharing best practices on
parliamentary proceedings.

Training/Capacity building

M Training programme for 500
civil servants of Mauritius through
the National Centre for Good Go-
vernance in India over five years.

M Training for Mauritian of-
ficialsin civil, police, parliamen-
tary, customs, legal, health.

Health sector

M Jan Aushadhi Kendras by
India abroad in Mauritius and
agreed to expand the initiative
to various parts of Mauritius.

M Setting-up of an Ayush
Centre of Excellence in Mauritius.

Digital

M Support implementation
of e-judiciary system

M Strengthen cooperation in
the field of ICT including cyber se-
curity, Digital Public Infrastructure

M Explore implementation of
successful digital tools devel-
oped by India, such as PM Gati
Shakti digital platform.

BJP puts Siddaramaiah in dock over guarantee scheme
panel: Govt using public money to pay Cong workers

AKRAMM
BENGALURU, MARCH 12

THE logjam in the Karnataka
Assembly over a contested
scheme under which Congress
leaders were appointed to over-
see implementation of the gov-
ernment’s pre-poll “guarantees”
ended Wednesday, after CM
Siddaramaiah assured BJP and
JD(S) that he would look into their
demands at a meeting to be held
after the Budget Session ending
on March 21.

The quick assurance by the CM
was one indication of the govern-
ment’s uncertainty regarding the
appointees, dubbed ‘Guarantee
Scheme Implementation Author-
ities (GSIA) under a scheme
launched more than a year ago.
BJP and JD(S) argue that under
GSIA, the Congress governmentis
using taxpayer money to “remu-
nerate own workers”.

BJP general secretary PRajeev
earlier moved the Karnataka HC
against the appointments, and it
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Karnataka BJP chief

BY Vijayendra and other
leaders protest at Vidhan
Soudha in Bengaluru. P11

issued a notice to the government
on February 27.

On Tuesday;, a starred ques-
tion by JD(S) MLA T Krishnappa
came up during Question Hour
in the Assembly. BJP and JD(S)
took up the matter, seeking de-
tails of the GSIA in the Assembly.

On Wednesday, BJP submit-
ted a memorandum to the
Governor claiming that the total
monthly remuneration of GSIA
office-bearers would amount to
%2.47 crore, “roughly translating

to an annual financial commit-
ment nearing 330 crore”.

Meanwhile, in response to
Krishnappa’s question, Sidda-
ramaiah gave the GSIA allotment
break-up in the Assembly: at the
taluk level, 325,000 monthly for
the president, plus 31,000 for the
members per meeting; at district
level, for two meetings a month,
340,000 for the president, 10,000
for the vice-president, and 31,100
for each member; and at state
level, a chairperson enjoying the
status and benefits of a Minister
of State, five deputy chairmen
with the same associated bene-
fits, and 31 members represent-
ing each of the state’s districts. At
taluk and district level, the com-
mittees have 15 members each.

In its memorandum to the
Governor, BJP said a state-level
GSIA violates constitutional
norms by skirting the limit on
Cabinet size. LoP R Ashoka said
in the Assembly that taluk- and
district-level GSIAs also under-
mine the authority of MLAs in
their constituencies.

In its memorandum to the
Governor, seeking dissolution of
the GSIAbodies and “proper util-
isation” of public resources, the
BJP said: “Guarantee
Implementation Committee
presidents directly administer
and oversee welfare schemes
worth approximately 359,000
crore — an Executive function
constitutionally vested exclu-
sively with ministers. The ap-
pointment process bypasses leg-
islative scrutiny, effectively
diluting accountability mecha-
nisms and infringing upon prin-
ciples of separation of powers
enshrined in the Constitution.”

In the Assembly Wednesday;,
Siddaramaiah dismissed the
Opposition’s claims saying that
“rewarding” party workers was a
practice  followed since
Independence - pointing to their
appointment as heads of various
boards and corporations. “Do
those appointments amount to
misuse of power?” he said, while
pointing out that all 19 BJP min-
isters in Maharashtra have a per-

sonal assistant from RSS ranks.

On BJP’s claims that the au-
thority of legislators would be
undermined, he said: “We will
make sure the privileges of MLAs
and MLCs are not affected.”

Ashoka called the formation
of GSIA bodies a blot on the “ho-
nour” of legislators. “No CM in
the past has taken such a deci-
sion,” he said.

BJP MLA Mahesh Tenginakai
told The Indian Express: “Not only
BJP and JD(S) legislators, even
ruling Congress MLAs have ex-
pressed reservations about these
bodies in private. They feel that
their powers are being reduced.”

However, Congress MLA U B
Banakar repeated the CIM'’s argu-
ment that the government alsore-
munerates other appointees, such
as members of Aradhana Com-
mittees who oversee manage-
ment of state-run temples. “BJP
cannotdirectly oppose Congress’s
guarantees. Hence they are creat-
ingaruckus over government’s at-
tempts to ensure that guarantees
reach everyone,” he said.

Does Cong have priorities in order? Party focuses on Mani Shankar instead of Rahul

Instead of going after Aiyar for his remarks on Rajiv, top Cong leaders should have paid more attention to Rahul saying in Gujarat that party’s revival is a ‘50-yr project’

% THE NEERJA
CHOWDHURY
COLUMN

Weekly insight into what's changing
in national politics —and why

MANI SHANKAR Aiyar Would
not be Mani Shankar Aiyar if he
did not court controversies.
There is little doubt that he
would have gone higher up the
political ladder had he been
more circumspect.

It is not for nothing that two
of his three-part memoirs have
“maverick” in their titles.
However, itis not his latest book
but what Aiyar said in an inter-
view to a podcaster that sparked
a controversy recently. The vet-
eran leader said that former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi had
flunked out of Trinity College in
Cambridge and the Imperial
College in London when “failing
is very difficult (in Cambridge)".

ThatRajiv failed is not news to
those who were around when he
was the PM, for he had himself
admitted it (in an interview to
Dhiren Bhagat in 1985 and this
finds a reference also in Nicholas
Nugent’s book on Rajiv). But, it be-
came ready masala for some BJP
leaders who took out the spicy
bits from the interview, with
these clips going viral.

Soon, top Congress leaders
went ballistic, using the choicest
of adjectives to describe Aiyar:

“sirfira (someone who has lost
his mind)”, “frustrated”, and “ir-
relevant”. However, none of
them weighed in on something
of far greater importance: Rahul
Gandhi’s comments about re-
moving the suspected double-
dealers in the party’s Gujarat unit
and the work needed to rebuild
the party over "the next few
decades", "not years".

Itwasnotasif Aiyar had raised
the hackles of the Congress leade-
rship for the first time. In 2014, he
referred to NarendraModi as “ch-
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LoPin LS Rahul Gandhiin
Ahmedabad. Express File

aiwallah”, with Modi seizing the
opportunity and deriving huge
political capital for himself and the
BJP. Then came his reference to
Modi as a “neech kisam ka aadmi
(alow kind of person)”in 2017 at
the time of Gujarat elections. The
PM again turned this to his advan-
tage, alleging the Congressman
was denigrating the lower castes,
just when India had an OBC PM
like him at the helm. The Congress
suspended Aiyar for some time to
distance itself from him.

Aiyar had enjoyed a close re-
lationship with Rajiv as his aide af-

ter he quit the IFS. When Rajiv was
assassinated in 1991, [ remember
seeing Aiyar sitting all alone in a
corner of Teen Murti Bhavan,
grieving for his friend. With the
rest of the Gandhis, however,
Aiyar has had a troubled relation-
ship. In his latest book, AMaverick
in Politics: 1991-2024, he de-
scribes in detail the tongue-lash-
ing Sonia Gandhi gave him an
hour before he was sworninas a
Rajya Sabha MP because she
thought he had criticised then
Union Home Minister P Chidam-
baram, whereas he said the me-
dia had quoted him out of context.
Though he lost from
Mayiladuthurai in Tamil Naduin
the 2009 elections, Sonia, in a
surprise move, brought himinto
the Upper House in2010 but asa
nominated member. That
marked the start of the
Congressman’s decline. Sonia
Gandhi, as he has revealed, did
not meet him for 10 years, nor
did he have any meaningful
meetings with Rahul Gandhi.

epaper.tndianexpress.cum.. .

Did Aiyar get carried away by
the flow of his words as he often
tends to do? People have noted
thathe did not bring up Rajiv'sac-
ademic failures in his books. He is
anold hand and would know that
the BJP could use his words to at-
tack the Congress, which the rul-
ing party promptly did.

In all likelihood, Aiyar’s indis-
creet comments are unlikely to
cause the kind of damage he did
in 2014 or 2019. Rajiv is a distant
memory for most Indians and
there are no elections around the
corner today, unlike the last two
times.

Rahul’s plan

More to the point is what
Rahul Gandhi had to say about
the Gujarat Congress. The Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha alleged that some Congress
leaders were working for the BJP
and called for the party to be
cleansed, evenif it meant getting
rid of “20 to 30 people” discon-
nected from the ground.

For those who know the inner
workings of the Congress, this is
hardly a closely guarded secret.
While Gandhi has taken the bull
by the horn, it is not clear how it
helps the party. Without an ac-
tion plan to follow, it only under-
scores the Congress’s weakness.
Blaming “Vibhishans (traitors)”
for the mess the Congress findsiit-
self in may only provide an im-
mediate alibi to the party brass to
explain its inability to win elec-
tion after election.

Gandhi’s words also show
that he would like to create a
new Congress nationally and re-
fashionitas an entity very differ-
ent from what it is today. But re-
forging a 140-year-old party that
has been in the business of
power may take years, possibly
decades, to achieve. Gandhi him-
self admitted the enormity of the
task, telling Congress workers in
Ahmedabad, “We do not have to
talk about the elections, this is
not a two-three year project but
a 50-year project.”

This will be music to the BJP’s
ears. Butit may make many in the
Congress, who may not be in
touch with the BJP so far, wonder
what Gandhi is on about and
whether they should seek greener
pastures. Can the Congress afford
a “50-year project” if it does not
appear to havea clearroadmap to
effectively challenge the BJP and
win elections, which is what any
political party is about?

Moreover, so far, Gandhi has
not shown the stamina for a
hands-on approach that the task
would entail. Assuming it can be
taken care of by adynamic team
around him, it is the short term
versus the long-term dilemma
that is not easy to resolve.

This dilemma is something
politicians have faced in the past,
including V P Singh who had to
choose between joining Opposit-
ion parties to take on the Rajiv-led
Congress in the short run or fash-
ionanew party given the ground-
level upsurge he had created. VP
hadlittle choice but toexercise the

second option as the long-term
option would have lost him the
immediate political support and
a chance to become the PM.

Gandhi too does not face easy
choices. But then politics is the
art of the possible and political
leaders have to work with im-
perfect possibilities, and put to
good use even those like Mani
Shankar Aiyar.

Discretion may not be in
Aiyar’s genes but he is certainly
no member of a BJP sleeper cell
nor ever will be, no matter how
much he is berated by his party
colleagues. The Congress is a big
enough umbrella to accommo-
date leaders like him as well as
those who find it easier to be cir-
cumspect. And Indian politics
will surely be dull without some
mavericks like Aiyar.

(Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, has
covered the last 11 Lok Sabha
elections. She is the author of
How Prime Ministers Decide)
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Five days on, no
arrest in killing
of NTPC official
in Jharkhand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, MARCH 12

FIVE DAYS after the murder of
Kumar Gaurav, the Deputy
General Manager (DGM) of the
Coal Dispatch Department at
NTPC's Keredari project, police are
yet tomake any arrestsin the case.

“We are currently investigat-
ing the case. No arrests have
been made yet. We are trying to
identify  the  suspects,”
Superintendent of Police Arvind
Singh said Wednesday.

According to police, Gaurav
was on his way to his office from
his residence in Hazaribagh
Saturday morning in a company
vehicle, when two assailantsona
motorcycle overtook his vehicle
near Fatha Chowk in the
Katkamdag police station area,
and fired three shots. An acquain-
tance of Gaurav who requested
anonymity said one of the three
bullets had hit him. After the in-
cident, the victim was rushed to
Arogya Hospital, where he was
pronounced dead upon arrival.

Kumar Gaurav, 42, a native of
Bihar is survived by a wife and a
11-year-old daughter.

“He was very soft-spoken
and kind person... He talked
with everyone with respect...
Even a day before the incident,
we met, but he never mentioned
anything about any threat call or
any altercation with anyone...
Even we can’t understand why
would anyone would kill such a
humble person,” said his col-
league. A native of Nalanda in
Bihar, the 42-year-old was a BSc
engineering graduate from
Vinoba Bhave University in
Hazaribagh.

Hours after the shooting,
Jharkhand’s Leader of Opposition
Babulal Marandi condemned the
attack, calling, accusing the
state’s Hemant Soren govern-
ment of “starting a bloody con-
flict in the coal business”.

“After the Chief Minister
made provocative statements
and threatened to affect the coal
business, the morale of the crim-
inals has increased further. Even
after a murderous attack on a
coal trader in Ranchi yesterday,
the police did not become alert.
Ultimately, the criminals took
the life of a young promising of-
ficer.... Who knows how many
innocent people this govern-
ment will kill in the black coal
business,” he wrote.

Onion farmers back on Maharashtra streets
over 20% export duty amid drop in prices

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
PUNE, MARCH 12

THE ONION problem has reared
its head yet again in
Maharashtra, with two MLAs of
the ruling Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) questioning 20% ex-
port duty on the crop, in the
Assembly on Monday.

Niphad MLA Dilip Bankar
and Yeola legislator Chhagan
Bhujbal - who hail from Nashik
district, which encompasses the
onion belt of the state and in-
cludes Asia’s largest onion mar-
ket at Lasalgaon — brought up the
issue in the House after farmers
briefly suspended trade at the
Lasalgaon market in protest
against the export duty.

Though state Minister
Jaykumar Rawal assured the
MLAs that the matter will be
raised with the Centre and that
the duty would be “rescinded at
the earliest”, the fresh impetus
to the issue is not likely to go
down well for the Mahayuti,
which saw a reversal in its elec-
toral fortunes in the onion belt
during the Assembly polls on top
of adrubbing in the regionin last
year’s Lok Sabha elections.

“Onion prices have beenona

slide since the start of the year.
The wholesale price was around
Rs 2,300-2,400 per quintal but
has been dipping since the be-
ginning of March. On Tuesday,
the average price was Rs 1,700
per quintal and, with the sum-
mer crop being harvested, we
expect the price to dip further,”
the president of the Maharashtra
Onion Growers Association,
Bharat Dighole, told The Indian
Express. Dighole, like many other
onion farmers, blames the 20%
export duty for the falling prices.

India exports around 10-15%
of the over 300 lakh tonnes of
onion it grows. Though the ex-
ports are small, they are instru-
mental in keeping the domestic
prices stable.

According to government fig-
ures, India exported 25.63 lakh
tonnes of onions at Rs 4,649.98
crore in the 2022-2023 fiscal,
which fell to 17.58 lakh tonnes at
Rs4,138.33 crore in the 2023-24
fiscal. Between April and
November in the current finan-
cial year, the country exported
6.73 lakh tonnes of onions val-
ued at Rs 2,754.85 crore.

Dighole as well as the
Mahayuti — comprising the BJP,
Shiv Sena led by Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and Ajit

SPLASH OF JOY

Children play Holi at a school in Agripada on Wednesday. ANI

10-15% of the over 300 lakh
tonnes of onion grown in
the country is exported. File

Pawar’s NCP - are no strangers to
the onionissue. Aday after the Lok
SabharesultsinJune and ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
roadshow in Nashik, Dighole was
reportedly asked to stay at home.
The fear was that he may raise the
issue of the losses faced by farm-
ers due to the ban on onion ex-
ports imposed by the Centre in
December 2023, citing a fallindo-
mestic production.

However, in the onion belt, it
Was seen as a move prioritising

consumers -- by banning ex-
ports to ensure that the onion
prices didn't rise domestically --
over producers, that is farmers.
Realising the anger in the re-
gion, the NDA government at the
Centre rolled back the export
ban in May last year amid the
Lok Sabha polls. However, the al-
liance still suffered heavy losses
in the onion belt of the state -
which extends over Dindori,
Nashik, Beed, Aurangabad,
Ahmednagar and Dhule Lok
Sabha seats. Party heavyweights
like former Union Ministers
Bharati Pawar and Subhash
Bhambre, and Pankaja Munde
and Sujay Vikhe-Patil bit the dust
from Dinodri, Dhule, Beed and
Ahmednagar respectively.
Traders too have slammed
the 20% export duty as detri-
mental, especially with 10 lakh
hectares of summer onion crop
being harvested. “With Eid
round the corner, there is an in-
creased demand from the
Middle East. This is the right time
to lift the curbs to help farmers
and boost exports,” a trader from
Kalwan taluka in Nashik said.
Inneighbouring Baglan taluka,
Dipak Pagar expressed concernas
he oversaw the harvesting of
onions on his 20-acre land. “The

rates of onions are low and will hit
rock bottom by the time the Rabi
onion is harvested,” he said.

With no elections round the
corner, Pagar, who is also the
head of the Nashik unit of the
Rayat Kranti Sena — a farmer
outfit headed by BJP MLC and
former minister Sadabhau Khot
— is not very hopeful about the
government rolling back the ex-
port duty. “I have personally
fought for onion farmers over
the years and change in govern-
ments seem to have no positive
effect on us,” he said.

The Opposition, battered in
the Assembly elections, has
smelled an opportunity to put the
government on the backfoot.
MLAs of the Maha Vikas Aghadi
staged a protest outside the
Assembly on Wednesday de-
manding a full loan waiver for
farmers, a poll promise of the
Mahayuti, claiming that the con-
dition of farmersis bad due to the
low realisation from crops like
onion, soybean. On Tuesday,
farmer leader and former
Hatkanangle MP Raju Shetti
tried to march to the Assembly
with his supporters but was
stopped mid-way by the police.
Shetti lost last year’s polls to the
Shiv Sena’s Dhairyasheel Mane.

Exam malpractices: FIR
in another district, USTM
Chancellor arrested again

Guwahati: Almost three weeks
after he was arrested by Assam
Police in connection with alleged
malpracticesin Class XII CBSE ex-
ams, University of Science and
Technology Meghalaya (USTM)
Chancellor Mahbubul Hoque was
arrested again Wednesday inan-
other case in another district.
The FIRin Sonitpuris the sixth
such report against Hoque across
five different districts of Assam.
On Wednesday, he was trans-
ferred by Assam Police from
Sribhumi, where he has been in
judicial custody, to Sonitpur, his
lawyer Angshuman Bora said.

The Sribhumi police had regis-
tered two cases against Hoque in
connection with alleged malprac-
tices during the Class XII physics
examination. On March 3, the
Gauhati HC granted him bail in
one of the two cases but he con-
tinued to remain in judicial cus-
tody in the second case.

More FIRs were registered
against him at Gossaigaon,
Barpeta and Kokrajhar police sta-
tions. On Tuesday, the HCreserved
its verdict on his bail plea in con-
nection with the second Sribhumi
case and on Wednesday, he was
arrested in the Sonitpur case. ENS

IMPASSE OVER FREE MOVEMENT CONTINUES

MHA team meets
Meitei and Kuki

groups in Manipur

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,MARCH 12

A TEAM from the Ministry of
Home Affairs led by its North
East Advisor AK Mishra met with
both Kuki-Zo and Meitei groups
in Manipur over the course of
the last two days amid tensions
over free movement of vehicles
on the state’s highways.

There has been an “indefinite
shutdown” in Kuki-Zo areas in
Manipur since Saturday after one
youth died and many were in-
jured after protestors clashed with
security forces in Kangpokpi
while trying to prevent the move-
ment of abus from the Meitei ma-
jority valley through the Kuki-Zo
majority district, on the first day
the government attempted toim-
plement “free movement”
through the highways. The groups
have opposed the move until their
political demand for separate ad-
ministration is addressed.

The MHA team met Kuki-Zo

groups including Committee on
Tribal Unity and Kuki Zo Council
in Churachandpur Tuesday but
the impasse over free movement
and blockade of highways in Kuki-
Zo areas continued even after it.
“The topics were mainly on the
Kangpokpiissue, Free Movement,
Separate Administration UT, ces-
sation of hostilities and various
district specific issues... no con-
crete decisions could be taken,” a
Kuki-Zo leader said.

On Wednesday morning, the
MHA representatives also met
members of Meitei groups such
as Federation of Civil Societies, All
Manipur  United  Clubs’
Organisation, Coordinating
Committee on Manipur Integrity
(COCOMI) in Imphal. “... we sub-
mitted amemorandum with five

demands. For free movement

along all highways, the rehabili-
tation of internally displaced peo-
ple, stopping violence on civilians
and to ascertain the true demo-
graphic of Manipur,” said FOCS
leader B.M. Yaima Shah.

VICTIM BLACKMAILED, THREATENED

College student raped
by 7 men over 18 mths
in Gujarat, say police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MARCH 12

ACOLLEGE student was allegedly
raped by seven men for one-and-
a-half yearin Banaskantha district,
said police. The perpetrators,also
college students, allegedly used a
private video of the young woman
to blackmail her.

The matter came to light on
Tuesday and an FIR was subse-
quently lodged. Police said that
one of the accused, who had be-
friended the woman over a so-
cial media platform months ago,
had filmed her while she was
changing clothes. The accused
had threatened to make the
video viral on the social media
platforms, said the FIR.

Using the same clip, he
forced the student to have phys-
ical relations with him and his
friends at different places on dif-
ferent occasions between

Two days after student ‘chased, shot’
in Lakhimpur Kheri, three arrested

NEETIKA JHA
NOIDA,MARCH 12

A 20-YEAR-OLD BBA student
was chased and allegedly shot
dead by agroup of assailants in-
side a bookstore in Lakhimpur
Kheri on Monday evening, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

Three persons have been ar-
rested in connection with the
case, police said.

Police identified the victim
as Amogh Seth alias Dev and
said the crime was a fallout of a
skirmish between two groups
at the Mishrana crossroads in
Lakhimpur city. Another per-
son, a bookstore employee, was
injured in the firing, police said.

Minutes after the scuffle, Seth

November 2023 and February
2025, stated the FIR, as reported
by news agecny PTI.

Banaskantha SP Akshayraj
Makwana also said, “The first ac-
cused had sent the video to his
friend, who then shared it with
others.” However, the video found
its way to a WhatsApp group and
quickly went viral. One of the fam-
ily members of the woman came
acrossitas well.

The accused and the survivor
belong to the same community.
Therefore, a community pan-
chayat was held, but since there
was no outcome, the woman's
family approached the police
and filed a complaint.

SP Makwana said, “An FIR
was filed on March 11 and the
accused was booked for rape as
well as under relevant sections
of the Information Technology
Act. We have formed several
teams to apprehend and arrest
all the accused persons.”

and a friend, who were ona two-
wheeler, were chased for several
metres by a group of men, police
said. Looking to hide, both en-
tered a bookstore, where Seth
was shot by the assailants before
they fled, even as his friend ran
looking for help around the
crossroads, which is near the
Mishrana police outpost.

Seth died after suffering a
bullet injury on the chest, police
said. Meanwhile, the shop assis-
tant, Aditya Kashyap, suffered a
bulletinjury onanarm, and was
soon admitted to a hospital by
police. “Kashyap’s condition is
stable,” said a police officer.

Lakhimpur Kheri SP Sankalp
Sharma said the two groups had
clashed in the past as well. “The
feud began a month ago over a

trivial matter,” said Sharma.

tered after the victim's father,
Bharat Seth filed a complaint
under section 191(2)(rioting),
191(3) (rioting with a deadly

Cop held for
raping pregnant
woman in Jaipur

PARUL KULSHRESTHA
JAIPUR, MARCH 12

A CONSTABLE in the Jaipur
Police was arrested for al-
legedly raping a pregnant
woman earlier this week, po-
lice said Wednesday.
According to a complaint
filed by the victim’s husband
in Sanganer, the woman’s
family had approached the
police on March 7 following a
dispute with their neighbours.
The next day, the suspect,
who was investigating the
case, took the woman and her
toddler son to a hotel room
and allegedly raped her, the
complaint said, adding he also
threatened to send the hus-
band to jail if she protested.
Sanganer  Assistant
Commissioner of Police
Vinod Kumar Sharma con-
firmed the arrest saying that
the policeman had been sent
to judicial custody. The
woman s adaily wager from
Dausa. The suspect has been
booked under various sec-
tions of the BNS, police said.

The SP said an FIR was regis-

weapon), 190 (unlawful assem-
bly)115(2) (voluntarily causing
hurt) and 103( murder) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at the
Kotwali Sadar police station.

The three accused have been
identified as Anmol Puri alias
Bala, Shantanu Awasthi and
Utkarsh Singh, all 20 years old
and residents of Lakhimpur
Kheri. “After we arrested the
main accused Anmol Puri we
also recovered the murder
weapon... and the accused have
been sent to judicial custody,”
said SP Sharma.

BEFORE THE Il Addl. CIVIL JUDGE,
BENGALURU RURAL,
AT BENGALURU

0.S. NO.1025/2023

(SUMMON TO DEFENDANT
THROUGH PAPER PUBLICATION)

BETWEEN :

SUPTISH KARMAKAR
S/0 Late Shri Biswanath Karmakar

Aged about 36years

R/O Sy. No.37/4, Flat No.B-108, 1! Floor,
Lumbini Apartments,
Belathur, Kadugudi Post,
Bengaluru — 560067
Mobile : 7738966622

AND

1.LAXMIKANTA MALLICK

Aged Major,

R/O:- Pranballabhpur Village,

Chakdighi S.O.,

Bardhaman District,

West Bengal — 713404
Mob.:7076208806 ...DEFENDANT NO.1

... PLAINTIFF

2.SUPRIYA KARMAKAR

Aged Major,

W/O Sutpish Karmakar

D/O Lakshmi Kanta Mallick

R/O No.J-3/169, DDA Flats,

Kalkaiji, New Delhi— 110019
Mob.:7337767202 .. DEFENDANT NO.2

4. ARPITA KARMAKAR

Aged Major

W/O Sailendranatha Karmakar,

R/O Chandur village, Near Chandur
Kalitala,

Tarakeswar, Hoogly,

West Bengal — 712410

Mobile : 9582242877

Also At:

Flat No.Daisy — 502,

Paramount Flora Vile,

Sector— 137, Noida- 201305
Mob.:9582242877 ..DEFENDANT NO.4

SUMMON TO DEFENDANT
NO.1,2, AND 4 UNDER ORDER 5
RULE 20 (IA OF CPC)

Whereas the Plaintiff i.e. Mr. Suptish
Karmakar, has filed suit to pass a decree
of permanent injunction in favour of
the plaintiff and against the Defendant
No.1 to 4 from making any unverified
unsubstantiated, exfacie defamatory
statements concerning the plaintiff or
his family members and order to the
defendants to pay sum of Rs.4,50,000/-
(Four Lakhs Fifty Thousand Only) along
with other reliefs, pending before this
Hon’ble court. Please take notice of the
said matter and please appear either
personally or through your counsel on
15/4/25. Take Notice of the same, failing
to which the suit will be disposed of ex-
parte.

Given under my hand and seal of this
Hon’ble Court on 11" day of March,
2025.

By The Order Of The Court

Prl Civil Judge, Bengaluru Rural,
Bengaluru Rural.

Address for Service :

Anupam Agarwal (Advocate)
Ramnivas Surajmal
#No.511, “A” Wing,

Mittal Towers,

M.G. Road, B’lore - 560001

Sd/- SHERISTEDAR
Prl. Civil Judge’s Court
Bangalore (R) Dist, Bangalore.

SEAL

Samarth e-governance [CU-Kashmir recruitment portal) link
htpas s Seukoshrmirnt semartheide. ind i rde s plpS i i) fienins
eligible candldates fing appolntment inf Reglistrar on
direct fdeputation bagis. The detalled notification regarding the
eligibility and other terme angd condition: are available on the
University website swovwwccukiasiumiraci e online applications
shall be available on CU-Kashmir recroitment portal wef 12
March, ZOZ5. The Last date for submission of onling application
form/s s 15%April, 2025 & the submission of downloaded
application form /s along with annexures is 25" April, 202 5.

No. CURKmr/RCT/F.Na. 4062025/ 2445

Dated: 11-03-2025

- A CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
> Gréen Campus, Ganderbal-1912071 [(JEK)
EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION: 05 of 2025

T .l|l|||||.-|!||.|||.-\.. are mvited I the |rr|".|||t|--|:l format throogh

Sl /- Prol. M Alzal Targar
Registrar

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Open tender through E-fendering are imvited by Sr. Divisional Electncal Enginesr!
TRE, Electric Loco Shed, Khanalampura Yard, Monhem Railway, Sahatangur
iAmbata Division) for and on behall of the Pressdant of India from the regesiensad
tenderar on web site wwew.ireps.gow.in for the following work upto 11:00 hrs on the
date of closing shown against the work and will be opened thereafler-

Open Tender No. | ELS-SRE-T-54
Name of | Overhauling of Co-Co High Adhasion Bogies of WAG-5 Locomatives al
work ELS/SRE.
Date of Closing! Opening | 04.04.2025
Approx. Cost. Fs. 15 57,180
Earnest Money Ra. 31,000/
Completion period 1 years
Validity period 60 days
Cost of tender form Free of cosl' for downdoading from IREPS &
%~ A000- for obtaining from SrOEETRSISRE offics,

Palce: Bhabhua (Kaimur)

Date : 11.03.2025

1. Tenderars) should have Class-ill Digital Signatere Cerdificate to participate in E-
Tendering of Works Tenders, 2 Tendérér are reguinsd o upléad sell-atlested
scannad copies of all related algibiflity documends as per condibons. 3. Taxes &
Charges will be appicable as per extant rule. 4. For details; please log on IREFS
wirbsile wiaewlireps.goviin No. ELS-5RE-T-54

Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank

Bt 11.03.2025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE TH3I23

1DAKSHIN BIHAR GRAMIN BANK
; Regional Office, Bhabhua (Bihar)

Rule 8 (1)

POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)
Motice s hereby given under the Securitzation and Reconstruckon of Financial Assels
and Enforcement {Secunity) Interast Act, 2002 and in excercises of Powers confemed
under Sec. 13{2) and 13(12) read with rule 8 & 9 of the Secunty interes! (Enforcement)
rules 2002. The Authorisad Officer issued a Demand Notice on the dates noted against
each Account as menticmed hereinaftar, calling them to repay the amount within 60 days
fram the date of receipl of the said Notica, The barrowers hawing failed 1o repay the
amount, nolice 15 hereby given 1o the under noted borrowers and the pubc in general that
the under signed has taken possession of the properies described herein below in
exarcize of powers conferred on him undar sec. 1344} of the said act read with Rule 6 & 9
of the said Rula on tha date mantionad against each Account. The borrowars in particutar
and the public on general is hereby caubioned not 1o deal with properties and any dealing
with the propertres will be subject to the charge of Dakshim Béhar Gramin Bank for the
amounis and Interests thareon mentionad against each account herain balow;

Branch .CHEHARIA

Name of the BorrowerfUnit: Sml. Paudhan Devi Wio S Panna Lal Sah (borrower &
Mortgagor), Shri Vishram Kumar Gupta Sio Shri Panna Lal SahiCo-Borrower 1), Shri
Sukh Sagar Prasad Sfo Shri Panna Lal Sah (Co-Borrower 1], Afe No: 73407000000015,
Date of Demand Notlce{13-2)/ Possession (13-4} 12-06-20247 11-03-2025, Mame &
Address of the Mortgager & Guarantor: Smi. Paudharl Devl Wio Sl Panna Lal Sah
(Bomowar & Mortgagor), 3hri-Vishram kumar Gupta 32 Shn Panna Lal Sah{Co-
Borrower [} . Shi Sukh Sagar Prasad Slo Shii Panna Lal 5ah [Co-Borrower [}, Address:
Vil & Pio= Kalyanpur, Ps;- Durgawats, Distt.- Kaimur! Bhabhua) , Detalls of Property: All
That Parl and Parcel of the Property in the Mame of Smi. Paudhan Deyi Wio Shn Panna
Lal Sah Consisting of Titke Deed No-1790 Dt-30.03 2013, Mauza-chehariya, Thana:
Durgawati, Thana No: 56, Khata No: 2877288, (1) Plot No:1408 Area:02 Dec. (i) Piot
Mo 1408 Arep:03 Dec., Total Area: 05 Dec. Within The Registration Distric! Kaimur |
Boundad By: North- Chhawar, South- Narayan Pasi, East- Ajay Kumar & Anil Kumar,
West- Ramsewak Mishra & Ramnarayan Mishra, Demand Amount on the Date of
Motice: Rs, 13,60 227/- + Interest & Charges (Rs. Thirteen Lakh Fifty Thousand Two
Hundred Twenty Saven only* Interest & incidenial expansas aic.

Authorised Officer

Regional Office, Bhabhua

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
13 March 1975

Veer Balidani
L/NK Bachi Singh
11 Bn.
21-11-1944
To
13-3-1975

L/Nk Bachi Singh, posted with 11
Battalion of CRPF in Bihar to count-
er the dacoit menace, engaged in
an encounter with dacoits on 13
March 1975. With unmatched brav-
ery, he made the ultimate sacrifice
in the line of duty.

13 March 1999

Veer Balidani
L/Nk Yashwant
Singh
60 Bn.
8-4-1962 To
13-3-1999

Veer Balidani
L/Nk Harender

_ Choudhary
=3 60 Bn.
SN 5-1-1966 To

13-3-1999

Veer Balidani
Constable P S.

Veer Balidani
Constable Uttam

Madavi Kumar Singh Gurang
60 Bn. 60 Bn.
16-9-1970 To 2-12-1963 To
13-3-1999 -t L 13-3-1999
Veer Balidani |60 Battalion of CRPF was deployed
CT/DVR Jawahar |in Assam amid intense insurgency.
Lal On 13 March 1999, a patrol was
60 Bn. ambushed in a dense jungle when
20-4-1973 To  |insurgents opened heavy fire. The
13-3-1999 troops immediately returned fire,

forcing the attackers to retreat.

During the fierce encounter, front-line bravehearts L/Nk Yashwant
Singh, L/Nk Harender Choudhary, Constable Uttam Kumar Singh
Gurang, Constable PS. Madavi, and Ct. Dvr Jawahar Lal sustained
severe injuries. Despite their wounds, they fought valiantly until they

succumbed, attaining martyrdom.

13 March 2013

Veer Balidani
ASI/GD A.B.Singh
73 Bn.
10-9-1966
To
13-3-2013

Veer Balidani
Constable Om
§ Prakash
73 Bn.
6-5-1984 To
13-3-2013

" Veer Balidani
Constable Subhash
| Suran Barla
73 Bn.
13-9-1991 To
13-3-2013

Veer Balidani
Constable
L.Perumal

73 Bn.
4-5-1983
To 13-3-2013

Veer Balidani
Constable
Sateesha

73 Bn.
5-8-1987 To
13-3-2013

On 13 March 2013, troops of 73
Battalion of CRPF were assigned as
reserve for Law and Order duties
under PS-Bemina in Srinagar dis-
trict. While waiting at the Police
Public School playground in

Bemina, militants disguised as cricket players launched indiscriminate

fire, severely injuring the unarmed Law and Order contingent. In a
heroic act, ASI A B Singh charged forward, placing himself between the
militants and his comrades, preventing further harm. Reinforcements

from an adjoining check-post and

Battalion HQ later neutralized the

threat. ASI A B Singh was posthumously awarded the President’s Police
Medal for Gallantry. In this tragic incident, five brave troopers ASI A.B.

Singh, Constable Om Prakash,

Constable L. Perumal, Constable

Subhash Sourav, and Constable Sateesha attained martyrdom.

13 March 2018

Veer Balidani

. ASI/GD Ramkishan
e Singh Tomar
212 Bn.
5-9-1966 To
13-3-2018

Veer Balidani Head
Constable Laxman
212 Bn.
27-2-1981
To
13-3-2018

Veer Balidani
Constable Ajay
Kumar Yadav
212 Bn.
15-1-1979
To 13-3-2018

Veer Balidani
Constable Manoj
Kumar Singh
212 Bn.
20-7-1983
To 13-3-2018

Veer Balidani

Veer Balidani

Constable Constable Jitendra
Dhamendra Yadav Kumar Kushwah
212 Bn. 212 Bn.
3-8-1981 ! 21-8-1983
To 13-3-2018 1 l To 13-3-2018
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Constable i Constable Shobhit
Manoranjan Lenka Kumar Sharma
212 Bn. g 212 Bn.
13-3-1993 r 1-7-1981
To 13-3-2018 1 To 13-3-2018

Veer Balidani
HC/DVR
Chandra H.S.
212 Bn.
16-4-1989
To 13-3-2018

212 Battalion's successful deploy-
ment in the fortified Maoist bastion
of Sukma deep in its jungles struck
a fatal blow to maoist ambitions.
Despite their best efforts, Maoists

e ] were thwarted by the operational
efficiency of CRPF personnel. On 13 March, 2018, the maoists target-

ed an MPV of 212 Battalion moving between Kistaram and Palodi with
11 brave soldiers on board. A massive IED explosion inflicted heavy
damage and grievous injuries, claiming the lives of 9 bravehearts. The
nation remains forever indebted to their valor and sacrifice.

13 March 1990

Veer Balidani
SI/GD Gurcharan
Singh.

86 Bn.
3-1-1943
To 13-3-1990

On 13 March 1990, 86 Battalion of
CRPF was deployed in Punjab to
support state police anti-terrorist
operations. A patrol led by Sub
Inspector Gurcharan Singh was
tasked with area domination and
patrolling. While on duty, militants

fired from a moving vehicle, and Sub Inspector Gurcharan Singh sus-
tained fatal bullet injuries, making the ultimate sacrifice in the line of

duty.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

"T'HE SOFTENING

Inflation falls below RBI's target, opens up
space for more rate cuts

ATARELEASED BY the National Statistics Office on Wednesday showed that

retail inflation has continued to moderate, now falling below the RBI's tar-

get of 4 per cent. Inflation, as measured by the consumer price index, de-

clined to a seven-month low of 3.61 per cent in February. Retail inflation
has now averaged 3.9 per cent in the quarter so far (January-February). Analysts expect
inflation for the entire quarter (January-March) to remain well below the RBI's most re-
cent forecast of 4.4 per cent. This data is the last print available to the RBI's monetary pol-
icy committee before its next meeting scheduled in April.

Much of the decline in headline inflation has been driven by softening food prices.
The consumer food price index has fallen to 3.75 per cent in February, from 5.97 per cent
in January. Food inflation stood at 10.87 per cent in October last year. Vegetables, which
have been a key driver of food inflation in the past, have witnessed a steep correction in
recent months. In fact, vegetables slipped into deflation at -1.07 per cent in February. Price
pressures, however, remained elevated in categories such as oils and fats, fruit and cere-
als. But with March this year not witnessing a heatwave so far, it suggests that a repeat of
the adverse conditions last year is unlikely. This bodes well for food production. Alongside,
core inflation also remains subdued. Price pressures were muted across most segments
such as education and health, transport and communication, recreation and amusement
— the only exception was the personal care segment. Higher inflation in this segment
has been attributed to higher raw material prices by some analysts.

Initslast meeting in February, the MPC had voted unanimously to lower the policy repo
rate by 25 basis points to 6.25 per cent. The latest inflation data will only increase the odds
of the MPC cutting rates when it meets next. Alongside, further easing of liquidity conditions
willaid in the transmission of the rate cuts. The question, now, is: To what extent can the MPC
cut rates further to support economic activity? As per the RBI's most recent forecast, infla-
tion has been pegged at 4.2 per cent in 2025-26, with the first half at 4.25 per cent and the
second half at 4 per cent. At current levels, this translates to a real interest rate of around 2
per cent. Former members of the MPC have in the past argued that a real interest rate of 1-
1.5 per cent is enough to achieve the central bank's inflation target. This implies that there
is space for deeper cuts. While global factors may also play a role, to what extent policy is
eased further will depend on how the inflation-growth dynamic evolves.

TOWARDS A RESET

While knotty issues won't be resolved overnight, Canada's
new PM can rebuild fences with Delhi

ITH JUSTIN TRUDEAU stepping down as prime minister and Mark

Carney taking his place, India and Canada have an opportunity to re-

set their relationship after recent turbulence. Despite last year’s diplo-

matic fallout triggered by Trudeau’s accusations that India had vio-
lated Canada’s sovereignty in the killing of Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
bilateral trade has continued to grow, as has migration from India to Canada. A primary
obstacle to stronger ties was Trudeau’s foreign policy towards India, heavily influenced
by domestic political considerations as he played to the extremist fringe of the Sikh di-
aspora and relied on the support of Jagmeet Singh’s National Democratic Party. Carney’s
leadership offers both nations a crucial chance to mend fences.

Canada has become an outlier among India’s steadily strengthening partnerships with
other Anglosphere nations, such as Australia, New Zealand, the UK and the US. However,
Canadian leaders across the political spectrum recognise the strategic and economicimpor-
tance of fostering closer ties with India. Carney, an economist and former central bank gov-
ernor, has already signalled his intention to “rebuild” relations. India, meanwhile, is also sig-
nalling its willingness to engage with Carney’s administration - it is considering restoring
its high commissioner to Canada. In a further sign of diplomatic movement, Canada’s spy
chief, Daniel Rogers, is scheduled to visit India next week for a global intelligence conference.
Both these developments bode well for a long overdue détente. While the Khalistan issue
will not be resolved overnight, Canada's new government should ensure improved commu-
nication and cooperation, while respecting India’s security concerns.

India and Canada have alot to benefit from an enduring bilateral partnership, not least
in key sectors such as pharmaceuticals, agri-tech, energy, and climate change mitigation.
Arenewed diplomatic push could also revive negotiations for the stalled Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement. In 2022, Canada recognised India as a critical regional
partner in its Indo-Pacific Policy document, emphasising their shared goal of countering
China’s growing influence. Given the economic, strategic, and diasporic ties between
India and Canada, the deteriorating relationship in the last one-and-a-half years was in-
deed a cause for great concern. A reset in ties with India may even help Carney to navi-
gate his greatest challenge before the election later this year. US President Donald Trump
has openly expressed expansionist ambitions and imposed a series of tariffs, and in re-
sponse, Canadais set toimpose counter-tariffs, setting the stage for intensifying tensions
with its southern neighbour and traditional ally.

THREE LITTLE PIGS

They were starved for an art installation, rescued in time.
Controversy brings up difficult questions for the art world

HE PIGS HAD no wings, but fly they did — with a little help. Artist Marco

Evaristti’s plan to starve three piglets as part of an art installation in Copenhagen

came to naught after the animals, named Lucia, Simon and Benjamin, were

stolen last week by animal rights activists, with assistance from the artist's
friend. Evaristti had intended for his installation, titled ‘Now You Care’, to draw attention
to the suffering of animals in Denmark’s meat production industry. Instead, he drew con-
demnation for inflicting on the pigs precisely the kind of cruelty he was highlighting.
Following the theft of the pigs, Evaristti closed the exhibition, reportedly accepting the
loss after a few hours because “at least this way the piglets would have a happy life”.

This episode ended well for the pigs, but it has once again trained the spotlight on the
ethical quandaries that arise from the use of animals in art. In 2017, for example, New
York’s Guggenheim Museum was forced to pull from view three artworks featuring an-
imals: Angry accusations of animal cruelty had forced its hand, said the museum, which
feared violence against visitors, should the exhibition continue as intended, even as sev-
eral critics bemoaned the move as an attack on free expression. That controversy, like the
present one, forced the art world to confront tough questions about aesthetic versus
moral values, consent and sentience — how do different creatures process what is hap-
pening to them? — and whether freedom of expression ends at the hard line where cru-
elty to non-humans begins.

Before Evaristti, other artists have drawn attention to animal abuse. Banksy’s ‘Sirens
of the Lambs’ featured a slaughterhouse truck driving around New York City, filled with
stuffed animal toys periodically emitting shrieks. Performance artist Jacqueline Traide
put herself through the force-feeding, hair shaving and injections that animal testing by
cosmetics companies involves. No animals were harmed in the making of these artworks.
But the message was received.
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ump 2.0 opportunity

India needs to cut tariffs, encourage
FDI in mid-tech sectors
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WORDLY WISE
NO ANIMAL COULD EVER BE SO CRUEL AS A MAN, SO
ARTFULLY, SO ARTISTICALLY CRUEL.
— FYODOR DOSTOYEVSKY

PRANJUL BHANDARI

TARIFES AND A potential global slowdown
are likely to hurt India’s economy in the short
term. Our back-of-the-envelope calculations
show that possible reciprocal import tariffs
levied by the US could cut GDP growth by
about 0.3 percentage points. The sectors
where India has the highest tariff differen-
tial with the US are agriculture, autos, and
pharmaceuticals. There could be an indirect
impact too. Global uncertainties could weigh
on foreign direct investments (FDI), includ-
ing those heading to India.

But can this challenging backdrop be
turned into an opportunity in the medium
term? After all, in the past, India has re-
formed best during periods of crisis. We go
backin history to see what has worked in the
past,and what has not. While at it, we do a re-
ality check by asking whether rising protec-
tionism around the world, intense competi-
tion for FDI flows and China’s excess capacity
will limit opportunities.

We analyse India’s economy over two
periods — the “high growth” decade of
2000-01 to 2009-10, when India’s growth
soared, alongside its rising share of global
exports and investments; and the “lower
growth” decade of 2010-11 to 2019-20,
when all three metrics softened. How can
India escape “lower growth” and ascend to
“high growth”?

One of the key differentiating factors be-
tween the two periods was import tariffs,
which fell in the former but rose in the lat-
ter. In fact, India’s tariff rates are amongst the
highest globally, and have been hurting ex-
ports even before the Trump administration
put them centre stage. Non-tariff barriers are
also rife. Quality Control Orders (QCOs),
which are meant to ensure quality and safety
of imports, but double up as non-tariff bar-
riers, have been on the rise in recent years.

How have high tariffs hurt India? The
economy has not fully plugged into global
supply chains. One reason China became
stronger in exports was because it was open
to imports before it became self-sufficient.
Meanwhile, protectionist tendencies in India

India does not have to look
too far for models to
emulate. Its success in
services exports
demonstrates the power of
moving up the value chain,
from basic (for example call
centre services) to high-tech
(complex professional
services). Perhaps a similar
learning-by-doing process
while moving up the value
chain will help

manufacturing too.

led to a premature clamping down on im-
ports in the “lower growth” period, hurting
its export potential.

India’s FDI story also sheds some light.
After soaring in the pandemic period, FDI has
fallen sharply. We break down FDI into more
capital-intensive high-tech investments, and
more labour intensive mid-tech investments,
and find that it’s the former which rose rap-
idly during the pandemic, and then fell
sharply too.

Our sense is that global competition for
FDIin high-tech innovative sectors has been
rather high, and much of the FDI went to ad-
vanced economies, in several instances
where large government incentives made it
attractive. In fact, a quarter of global FDI flows
in 2023 went to the US alone.

While India was forging ahead with its
high-tech ambitions, what it may have over-
looked was mid-tech FDIin labour-intensive
manufacturing sectors like food, apparel, fur-
niture, and toys. These flows stagnated in the
“lower growth” period. In fact, India did not
gain much in these sectors as did the ASEAN
countries, especially Vietnam, during the first
Trump presidency.

But if supply chains are rejigged again
during the second Trump presidency, due to
higher tariffs on large exporters, and the
world looks for new producers, India may
get a second chance.

If the sectors where Vietnam made most
progress during the first Trump administra-
tion are a reflection of where global opportu-
nities from supply rejigging lie, we note that
India is already a player. India’s exports in
sectors like electronics, apparel, furniture,
and footwear are 15-40 per cent of Vietham'’s
exports. This shows India’s large footprint
and that there’s room to grow. After all, wage
competitiveness is on India’s side.

Some may worry about the challenges of
growing exports at a time of excess capacity
in China. Here, we find that China has over-
capacity in several sectors like electronics,
electrical appliances, and automobiles, but
not as much in consumer-facing mid-tech

sectors such as furniture and apparel.

To succeed, India needs to make
changes. And there is good news here.
Potential US tariffs may have become a cat-
alyst for reforms.

One, India has begun to lower import tar-
iffs. In the February budget, import tariffs
were cut for consumer items like high-end
motorcycles, as well as intermediary inputs
such as smartphone components, solar cells,
and chemicals. Recent reports show that
more tariff cuts in sectors like automobiles,
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and medical de-
vices are being considered.

Two, the Indian administration has spo-
ken about the benefits of becoming more
open to regional FDI. Here, mid-tech FDI
would likely be a good starting point, even if
the more sensitive sectors like defence are
kept relatively closed.

Three, India plans to sign a bilateral trade
agreement with the US by late 2025, and also
fast-track a trade deal with the EU. Reports
suggest that it plans to buy more energy and
defence equipment from the US. In turn,
India could benefit from lower tariffs on its
exports to the US. Indian textile exporters,
for one, have long decried the preferential
access to US markets enjoyed by economies
that already have FTAs.

Four, the rupee has become more flexi-
ble, which is important to keep exports com-
petitive, and gives manufacturers the confi-
dence to set up and export from India.

And India does not have to look too far for
models to emulate. Its success in services ex-
ports demonstrates the power of moving up
the value chain, from basic (for example call
centre services) to high-tech (complex pro-
fessional services). Perhaps a similar learn-
ing-by-doing process while moving up the
value chain will help manufacturing too.

But let’s not get ahead of ourselves yet.
For similar success in the exports of goods,
reforms that have just begun will have to
run deep.

The writer is chief India economist, HSBC

AAKASH JOSHI

AN ENCOMPASSING COLOUR

Holiinvites us to move beyond hierarchies, touch transcendance

ITMIGHT BE easy to believe, looking at the ad-
vertisements on television, social media and
various shopping apps, that the true purpose
of festivals is shopping. This is, in fact, not too
far from the truth. Conspicuous consumption
has been part and parcel of sacred calendars,
as have lean periods in that same regard:
Christmas followed by Lent, Ramzan by Eid
and the various harvest festivals across the
Subcontinent that are a way to celebrate, con-
nect and yes, eat and procure, after a season
of hard labour.

But there's more to celebrations than just
their economy. Festive revelry is both religious
and social,immanent and transcendent. And
the connection between these opposites —
the destruction and renewal of society, in
essence — is most visible in Holi.

For Emile Durkheim, “the father of sociol-
ogy”, communal celebrations served two in-
terdependent purposes.

First, they were a form of “collective ef-
fervescence” — an almost spontaneous,
emotional and spiritual occurrence when
the group participates in the same sets of ex-
periences and in doing so, comes as close to
becoming a single entity as possible. Anyone
who has been taken in by a live concert, or
even cried and laughed during a play or
movie with the audience, has tasted this
feeling. The hall or venue, even the musicit-
self, is not the cause of the experience, it
merely facilitates it. Abad concert or terrible
stand-up comedy set has the opposite ef-
fect: It does not take you out of yourself but
rather, causes boredom.

The second function of the festival is to
reinforce society, as a whole. Ironically, it does

IN GooD FAITH

Holi, unlike Diwali, fulfils
these needs for
transcendence in society. In
the festival of water and
colour, boundaries are not
set between patron and
client, elder and younger,
master and servant. Rather,
sometimes aided by
psychoactive substances
(bhaang is all but legal, even
encouraged), Holi breaks
down boundaries and in
doing so, takes us to the edge
of a truth that we avoid in
our daily lives, so that

we may be able to

live with ourselves.

so by breaking certain conventions. Sharing
— meals (particularly in a caste-based soci-
ety), rituals, emotion and play — can help
strengthen bonds among parts of the social
structure that often interact only through
rigid hierarchies.

Holi, unlike Diwali, fulfils these needs for
transcendence in society. The latter is based
heavily on receiving and giving gifts, which
Marcel Mauss, Durkheim's nephew and an
equally seminal thinker, has shown to be the
basis for setting up hierarchies. In the festival
of water and colour, boundaries are not set
between patron and client, elder and
younger, master and servant. Rather, some-
times aided by psychoactive substances
(bhaang is all but legal, even encouraged),
Holi breaks down boundaries and in doing
so, takes us to the edge of a truth that we
avoid in our daily lives, so that we may be
able to live with ourselves.

Afascinating account of Holi in North India
comes from anthropologist McKim Marriott,
who wrote of his experiences in the village of
Kishan Garhi in the 1950s. Like many festivals,
it began with rituals (the burning of Holika)
presided over by priests and elders, following
the caste conventions of the region. Things
changed, however, over the next night and
day. Young boys and men, then and as now,
were loud and aggressive in their celebrations.
The social hierarchies were diminished, even
reversed. Women from what are now consid-
ered OBC communities chased thelandlord's
family. Marriot, an “outsider” experiencing all
this for the first time, seemed taken aback by
what he witnessed: “I was not sure just what
Icould find in anthropological theory to assist

my understanding of these events. I felt at least
that [ was sharing Durkheim's sense (when
he studied Australian tribal rites) of con-
fronting some of the more elementary forms
of the religious life,” he wrote.

By the afternoon, though, those who had
seemed aggressors were bathed and dressed
innew clothes, the social mores back in place
and the young anthropologist was somewhat
perplexed at being told that what he had wit-
nessed was a “festival of love”.

Marriot's seeming bewilderment, like so
many others (arecent episode of the hit show
The White Lotus showed wealthy American
women shocked by Songkran, the Thai festi-
val similar to Holi), at the spring festival, comes
from an attachment to order and structure.
No society can survive without boundaries,
dos and don'ts — in essence, order. Perhaps
that's why, in cities (which are arguably the
pinnacle of ordered societies), Holi is now cel-
ebrated inenclaves, with gates shut. Or at par-
ties in hired farmhouses and offices (in the lat-
ter, HR will give you an “ethnic” dress code to
eat some snacks and gingerly sprinkle colour
on a colleague). Yet, order is by definition at
least somewhat oppressive.

Enlightenment and salvation, in the sub-
continental traditions — Sufi, Vedantic,
Buddhist, Jain — involve moving beyond the
“order” of society, beyond segregation to a
larger oneness. Standing on the precipice of
that singularity is both challenging and re-
warding. Holj, in its purest form, invites one
and all to forget oneself and one's status and
celebrate together, as one.

aakash.joshi@expressindia.com
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NEW (GOVERNOR

IN ANOTHER MAJOR initiative on Punjab,
Governor KT Satarawala has been replaced
by Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Arjun
Singh. The cabinet committee will visit
Punjab and tour selected areas to meet the
people, including Akali leaders. The govern-
ment has also started reviewing the cases
of arrested Akalis, another step to meet the
demand for the release of all Akali workers.

BiHAR CM SWORN IN

BINDESHWARI DUBE, 61-YEAR-OLD PCC-I
president and chief of the Indian National

epaper.tndianexpress.mm-. .

Trade Union Congress, was sworn in as the
Chief Minister of Bihar within hours of his
unanimous election as leader of the new leg-
islative wing of the Congress (I). Surprisingly,
after demitting the chief ministership,
Chandrasekhar Singh flew to Delhi for consul-
tations with the high command.

INDO-PAK M EETING

THERE IS A distinct possibility of a meeting
between Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and
Pakistan President General Zia-ul-Haq in
Moscow, where both of them have gone to
attend Konstantin Chernenko's funeral. The
meeting can turn out to be important con-

sidering that India and Pakistan have begun
exploring ways to resume their stalled dia-
logue on improving their relations.

LIQUOR POISONING

A KILLER DRINK tragedy claimed at least 14
lives in Ahmedabad while 30 others were
fighting for their lives in the civil hospital. The
victims, who belonged to the labour area of
Rajpura-Gomtipur, are believed to have con-
sumed a brew called “cologne” in an illicit
joint at Rajapura. Most victims were blind
and unconscious when they were rushed to
the hospitals. 10 persons in critical condition
were brought to the civil hospital.
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ishwaguru India: A to-do lis

Imagine 5,000 Indian peacekeepers stabilising Europe’s bloodiest conflict since World War Il
India can rewrite the script on what a rising power can do in a polarised world

- Ll

NIRUPAMA RAO

GLOBAL POLITICS IS at the crossroads to-
day. The war in Ukraine grinds on, Russia
has dug into Donetsk, and a defiant Ukraine
is desperate to gain ground, using Western
drones, although a ceasefire glimmers on
the horizon.

Yet, itis a catapult moment for countries
like India that occupy what I call the zone of
liminality. They are strategically au-
tonomous, communicate with both sides
and align with the global good. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi could seize this mo-
ment to catapult India from a regional player
toaleading power and global guru, outshin-
ing Jawaharlal Nehru's legacy with a peace-
keeping pledge that is bold and deft. Korea
in 1953 was a gesture, Ukraine in 2025 could
be a statement.

[ refer to this as Gaga diplomacy: In the
style of Lady Gaga, self-assured, unapolo-
getic, and poised to rewrite history. Who
knows? By 2026, India could take a bow as
the better angel and a vishwaguru for all sea-
sons — if we play it right.

Jawaharlal Nehru sent 1,000 troops to
Korea in 1953. This was a young, newly in-
dependent India playing the role of peace-
whisperer under the UN flag. This is the
hour for India to turn that whisper into a
roar. Imagine 5,000 Indian peacekeepers
stabilising Europe’s bloodiest conflict since
World War 1L

How does it unfold? Remember
Vijayalakshmi Pandit's advice to the UN
General Assembly: “The more we sweat in
peace, the less we bleed in war.” Today;, it is
time to turn that slogan into a reality where
India’s peacekeepers stand tall - bigger than
ever before. We do not dream small any
longer, India delivers big. It is time to out-
Nehru Nehru, and PM Modi can do so. As
the peace talks in Riyadh go on, 5,000
Indian troops, Gorkhas, Rajput Regiment —
allUN-hardened — can be ready for a peace-
keeping role.

Of course, US President Donald Trump is
the wild card. He has cut Ukraine aid and is
pushing President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to
talk. PM Modi’s line to him should be: “Donald,
you're the deal king, let me help make it hap-
pen with India’s contribution.” To that I can
imagine Trump, mid-golf swing, as he posts
on Truth Social: “Narendra’s my guy, peace
coming.” Spoiler alert: This is no joke.

India knows its way into the Trump
heartland. $10 billion in US LNG imports for
Trump’s peace nudge.

That is how the sweat would start. As
Russia’s spring offensive stalls — mud, drones,
fatigue — Trump could twist arms and the
peace talks may bloom. A ceasefire could be
sketched out by July-end — it could perhaps
be a 50-mile buffer. Then, in August, some
3,000 Indian peacekeepers land - blue hel-
mets and tricolour patches. The contingent
could be scaled to 5,000 by fall. A triumphant
Trump would boom: “I made this”. Europe
funds it — $1billion from Macron and Starmer,
desperados for stability. X crowns the deal, the
Trump-Gaga-Modli trio as the stars of 2025.

By November, Ukraine’s shaky peace
holds. Indian medics and schools dot the

buffer. “India’s the glue”, social media hums.
Modi’s star rises as Nehru’s ghost fades, his
star is bolder, bigger, better. And he plays
Trump right. Trump leads the peace, India
delivers it. It is peacemaking swagger that
can hook the world. By November, India be-
comes the act to watch. It is no longer risk
averse. It can crash the party and ownit.

Gagadiplomacy like Lady Gagais all about
shock and substance. Tell it on the mountain,
India. Let these peacekeeping moves be tied
to India’s ethos — ahimsa and unity in diver-
sity. This is, after all, diplomacy with swag.
“Look Ma, no hands” — that slogan captures
it perfectly. It would mean India shedding its
cautious shell and taking a calculated leap to
prove it’s a global player, not a bystander. A
true vishwaguru vibe. The no-hands vibe
comes from confidence — it would mean
India’s not scrambling, it’s poised.

The move should be framed as a commit-
ment to lasting peace in Europe. It would be
lofty, universal and hard to argue against. It
would mean India positioning itself as the
grown-up in the room, ready to clean up the
mess. India would stake a claim as peace
guarantor before the dust settles. It would
have told Europe, “We’ve got your back,” to
Russia it would say, “We’re still neutral,” and
to the Global South, “We're stepping up for
stability.” It can prove its ability to stare down
great-power tensions without blinking and
that it has the chops to shape outcomes.

Go public with a statement: “India stands
ready to deploy peacekeepers to Ukraine for
humanitarian purposes and as border mon-
itors, post-ceasefire once the guns go quiet,
under a UN mandate or coalition framework,
to ensure that peace endures”. It will need to
be firm on intent even if keeps the details
vague. Pair the move with a nod to India’s
peacekeeping credentials over the years
(Congo, Sudan) to remind everyone that New
Delhi s serious. It will need to reassure Russia
thatit’s nota NATO ploy and pitch Europe on
co-funding: “You want security guarantees?
We're your boots.” Ukraine will gets a heads-

The move should be framed
as a commitment to lasting
peace in Europe. It would be
lofty, universal and hard to
argue against. It would mean
India positioning itself as the
grown-up in the room, ready
to clean up the mess. India
would stake a claim as peace
guarantor before the dust
settles. It would have told
Europe, "We've got your
back,' to Russia it would say;,
"We'’re still neutral,' and to
the Global South, "We'’re
stepping up for stability.' It
can prove its ability to stare
down great-power tensions
without blinking and that it
has chops to shape
outcomes.

CR Sasikumar

up too: India has enough goodwill there to
build on. It could start small, a few battalions
for civilian protection or ceasefire monitor-
ing, pairing it with tech (drones, surveillance)
showing that our troops are no cannon fod-
der but a modern force. Our military can
adapt and deliver far from home.

By 2026, India’s not just the player — it’s
the better angel and guru for all seasons.
Ukraine’s peace showcases India’s moral heft
—no guns that maim and kill, but more roses.
Europe is grateful (funds flow), Russia’s quiet
(the oil keeps coming) and Trump has all
bragging rights. “Peace is our dharma,”
preaches India with a true cause. Narendra
Modi’s Indiais “vishwaguru 2.0”, tougher and
more tangible than Nehruvian India ever
was. Talks on permanent membership of the
Security Council heat up.

This is not strategic overreach. Five thou-
sand troops are big, but doable — India has
sent contingents of 2,00,000 to UN missions
since the 1950s. Europe pays, borders hold
(China can only watch, not poke). PM
Modi’s Gaga flair softens to guru calm — se-
quins to robes. He is not playing boss, just
guiding. The Global South is won over com-
pletely, India is their voice, the bridge to the
West. No imperial dreams, just ready to
sweat it out, smart in the true definition of
the word.

So, India, play Gaga diplomacy, and take
a bow. India’s quiet triumph resounds. It is
no longer the little engine that could. That
engine has topped the hill and history will
clap. India can be the global maestro, bold,
loud, unmissable, the nation with a steady
hand, ready to put boots on the ground.

Play a zinger, India. Sweat in peace, do not
hide your light, be the better angel and the
guru for all seasons, the world will take notes.
Rewrite the script on what arising power can
do in a polarised world. Gaga diplomacy
(stand aside, Lady Gaga) delivers. Take a bow.

The writer is a former
Foreign Secretary

United by smog

Reducing Delhi's pollution load requires interventions in its neighbourhood too

(GUFRAN BEIG

DELHIHAS BEEN ranked the world’s most pol-
luted capital for the sixth year in IQAir's 2024
World Air Quality Report. While short-term
measures like GRAP cause temporary im-
provement, they are not permanent fixes for
the capital’s problems. The newly installed
Delhi government’s announcement banning
the refuelling of vehicles older than 15 years
from March 31 offers a glimmer of hope for
lasting air quality improvement if imple-
mented diligently. Over the last few years, we
have often been inundated with fanciful ideas
from the realm of geoengineering. These ideas
were neither rooted in sound science nor de-
signed as a long-term solution.

In recent years, other high-stakes ideas
have also been mooted. One such quick fix
was installing “smog towers” to clean air. This
is like fixing an air conditioner in an infinite
open space and expecting pleasant cooling
in the scorching heat. Latest research by sci-
entists at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies (NIAS), using complex numerical
models, reveals that air pollution plateaus
and levels off just 150-200 meters from a
smog tower. The tower can purify only
0.00007 per cent of the air every hour. Given
these figures, Delhi would require 48,000
such towers to make animpact — animprac-
tical proposition. Cloud seeding is another
questionable solution. As its name suggests,
the technique is about seeding specific types

of clouds — especially cumulus or stratus —
which contain enough moisture to produce
rain. Winters are often marked by the ab-
sence of these clouds. So what will we be
seeding during this season?

If we truly want to address the underly-
ing structural issues of air quality, we need
to rip off band-aids and confront the root
causes head-on, namely, “targeting emis-
sions at source”. In this context, a scientific
analysis of the efficacy and benefit of the new
intervention — the 15-year-old vehicle ban
—implemented to the T, would be worth dis-
cussing, According to a recent research and
policy brief by NIAS, a complete phase-out
of 15-year-old vehicles in Delhi would result
in the decommissioning of over 5.7 million
vehicles, which account for 46 per cent of the
city's transport fleet. Removing these vehi-
cles from the roads could lead to an esti-
mated ~28 per cent reduction in toxicPM 2.5
pollution, along with substantial health and
economic benefits. This includes an annual
saving of Rs 1,740 crore from reduced mortal-
ity and morbidity, as well as per capita
healthcare savings of Rs 1,202. However, the
implementation of this policy requires
meticulous planning and diligence.

Akey challenge is meeting the transport
demand which was previously catered to by
the phased-out vehicles. To maintain air
quality benefits, the replacement vehicles

should ideally be electric (EVs). This transi-
tion comes with its own set of challenges, in-
cluding the need for adequate charging in-
frastructure, battery advancements, tire
technology improvements, increased power
supply, and access to raw materials.
Alternatively, if the phased-out vehicles are
replaced with newer BS-VI-compliant vehi-
cles instead of EVs, PM 2.5 levels would still
see a significant reduction of 19 per cent with
significant healthcare cost savings. However,
this would not be a permanent solution.
While every innovative policy comes with
challenges, addressing them with rigour is
essential for successful implementation and
long-term sustainability.

It is essential to communicate with the
owners of the vehicles which the govern-
ment proposes to scrap to help them un-
derstand the policy's long-term benefits.
While emissions from a vehicle depend on
how well it has been maintained, they are
significantly influenced by age. Older en-
gines deteriorate over time causing an in-
crease in emissions. Emissions also vary
based on the vehicle's make, model, fitness,
and kilometres travelled (VKT). A few years
ago, a comprehensive survey by SAFAR of
the Ministry of Earth Sciences led to the de-
velopment of a high-resolution (400m)
gridded emission inventory for Delhi which
revealed that ~30 per cent of vehicles oper-

ating in Delhi originate from other states.
Therefore, the enforcement mechanism
should incorporate detection technology to
ensure that vehicles older than 15 years do
not operate in the region.

The question, however, remains: What
region should this policy apply to? Air pol-
lution is agnostic to human-made political
borders. Banning vehicles in Delhi alone will
not prevent emissions from affecting its air
quality if older vehicles continue to operate
in nearby areas. NIAS has launched the
National Air Quality Resource Framework of
India (NARFI) under the aegis of the Office of
the Principal Scientific Advisor to the
Government of India. This initiative mapped
16 airsheds across India, including the Delhi
airshed, which spans parts of six surround-
ing states. To be effective, the 15-year vehicle
ban policy must consider the entire Delhi air-
shed when designing interventions, rather
than being limited to select administrative
boundaries. Pollution follows airshed dy-
namics. The sooner we understand it, the
closer we shall be to devising effective solu-
tions. Itis, therefore, imperative to transcend
regional borders and work on a comprehen-
sive strategy to address the entire Delhi air-
shed. Our breath may just depend onit.

The writer is chair professor NIAS Bengaluru
and founder director, SAFAR
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Duterte’s arrest on Philippine soil sends a salutary warning to would-be
strongmen around the world: Investigations launched in The Hague carry a greater

threat than mere reputational damage to rogue leaders.”

t EC must take on

— THEGUARDIAN

the questions

Because that’s how institutions
achieve excellence and keep
themselves ahead of the curve

ASHOK LLAVASA

THE ELECTION COMMISSION of India (EC)
last week announced that it would take ac-
tion to correct the disconcerting situation
created by more than one voter carrying the
same EPIC number. The EC’s press release
last week says that it “has now decided to
resolve this long pending issue after detailed
discussions within the technical teams and
concerned CEOs in the next three months”.
The EChas acknowledged that duplicate en-
tries in the roll, in one form or the other, is a
“long pending issue” and could be addressed
by the application of robust technology. The
Commission has grappled with this intricate
challenge for long and admitting this is the
first necessary step to finding solutions even
if its response was forced by vehement
protests by the TMC.

Other than the criticism the EC faces for
its “selective tolerance” of Model Code of
Conduct violations, there are three things
that have repeatedly drawn the ECinto con-
troversy inrecent times and are seen to trou-
ble the electoral process: EVM, electoral roll,
and Form 17. Call it the infernal trinity,in a
loose sense, just as the election commission-
ers could be referred to as the holy trinity re-
sponsible for managing them.

Both the trinities dominate the demo-
craticdiscourse in India even as our democ-
racy, like many others, is plagued by ills like
the increasing grip of money power, declin-
ing probity in public life, and deteriorating
trustin constitutional bodies. Butlet us focus
on the infernal trinity in this article.

The preparation of electoral rolls has also
been questioned for unusual deletions and
additions of electors. Before the TMC chief
raised the issue of duplicate Electors Photo
Identification Card (EPIC) numbers, other
political parties expressed their misgivings
regarding the allegedly extraordinary num-
ber of voters added in Maharashtra withina
few months between the general election
in May and the Assembly election in
November 2024, and the deletions/addi-
tions to the Delhi electoral roll. A satisfactory
explanation from the EC is awaited.

The electoral rollis the heart of the elec-
toral process, as without a voter’s name fig-
uring in the roll, the right to vote cannot be
exercised even if one has an EPIC. Sukumar
Sen, the first CEC, didn’t hold the first
Parliament election till he was satisfied
with the integrity and veracity of the elec-
toral rolls even though Nehru twice an-
nounced on the floor of the House that
elections would be held soon. Sen, as a one-
man commission, went around the coun-
try to counter-check the rolls. Now we have
three and it should be their bounden duty
to ensure that the rolls have minimum
aberrations. The EC has laid out extremely
elaborate instructions for booth-level offi-
cers, electoral registration officers (ERO)
and electoral roll observers for preparing
and checking the electoral rolls, including
the verification of the strength of electors
with reference to the ratio with the total
population. Specially checking the rolls of
20 polling stations with maximum and
minimum deletions/additions in a con-
stituency is stipulated. Despite this, there

for the EROs to publish a list of the polling
stations where the number of additions or
deletions is more than 2 or 3 per cent of the
previous electors'list in addition to the exist-
ing mandatory disclosure of individual addi-
tions/objections/deletions for which sepa-
rate forms are prescribed. The listidentifying
such polling stations should be placed on
the respective CEO/EC website so that every-
one can know the polling stations where
there is an abnormal change in the list. This
would alert the EC to such abnormalities,
give the political parties and the people an
opportunity to scrutinise the list thoroughly
and evolve a more satisfactory process.

Earlier, the EC has faced allegations of not
disclosing the details of the voter turnout
data, especially when it matters most, im-
mediately after the polling day. Form 17 be-
came the talk of the town during the 2024
general elections and remains a “weapon of
destruction” or “trust”, depending on the
way itis handled. As per the current regula-
tions, an attested copy of Form 17C s given
to the polling agents of all the candidates.
Form 17Cis supposed to be the authenticac-
count of votes polled in a booth unless the
presiding officer makes a mistake in filling
the details.Inany case, its veracity is checked
the following day during scrutiny by the re-
turning officer and election observer. Once
the EChas decided not to conduct any repoll
based on the scrutiny, the details of votes
polled as per the data available in Form 17C
should be uploaded polling station wise for
every assembly segment on the CEO/EC
website. The controversy over these num-
bersis needless and can be easily quelled by
this transparent process. Can youimagine a
cricket match where the organisers do not
display the score in full public view and ask
the people to wait for it to announce the de-
tails at the end of the match?

That brings me to the much-maligned
EVM, about which much has been said and
written, including major pronouncements
by the highest court of the land, which have
more or less given it a clean chit. The courts
have sometimes even questioned the mo-
tive of the petitioners. To my mind, the reli-
ability of the EVM needs to be understood
interms of the technology used and the ad-
ministrative procedure employed in the
manufacture, management, mobility and
use of these machines. Whether the EVM
has been manipulated and whether it can
be manipulated are two different questions
and the EC needs to continuously engage
with those raising these questions in order
to keep finding convincing solutions.

Dismissing the questions as frivolous,
irksome or mischievous would only
strengthen those in doubt. I would go to the
extent of saying that the EC should take the
bold step of getting 100 per cent slips
counted in a few random assembly con-
stituencies so that the accusation of a fault
or the charge of manipulation could be set
atrest. Similarly, it must seriously consider
divulging the source code of the EVM
(something contemplated for long) and
take effective countermeasures against
possible mischief.

The EC should be seen as questioning its
own systems and procedures and challeng-
ing themiitself rather than merely respond-
ing to questions. That's how organisations
achieve excellence and keep themselves
ahead of the curve.

Itis time that the EC, which is so critical
to a healthy democracy, drags itself out of
the mireit findsitselfin. How it landed there
is another matter.

are disturbing aberrations. Thewriteris a former
[ think the EC should make it mandatory election commissioner
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
CASTE ATROCITY ADDRESS URGENTLY

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Bengal
temple entry ban; Dalits to pray under
police cover today’ (IE, March 12). This
untouchability at Gidhagram village of
West Bengal, denying Dalits’ entry to
Gidheshwar Shiv temple, is a blot on
our constitutional democracy. It is
problematic at multiple levels. The con-
duct of prayer under police cover is a
gross disrespect for devotion to God.
Police inaction under SC/ST Act and a
lack of condemnation by our society at
large are particularly worrying.

LR Murmu, New Delhi

NECESSARY TALKS

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘EC pro-
poses meeting with party chiefs’ (IE,
March 12). The proposal of the ECI to
hold meetings with the political party
chiefs is a good initiative. The opposi-
tion is hell bent upon disrupting
Parliament on the issues of alleged
voter ID discrepancies. Hopefully, with
this sanguine proposal, sensibility will
descend on the political class.

Ravi Mathur, Noida

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Smog
over urban India’ (IE, March 12). The lat-
estIQ Air report once again delivers the
grim reality check — 13 of the world’s
20 most polluted cities are in India, with
Delhi remaining the most polluted cap-
ital for the sixth consecutive year. A
study found that air pollution costs
India around Rs 7 lakh crore annually in
healthcare expenses and lost labour
productivity. Political leaders must
abandon political posturing and treat
pollution with the utmost urgency.

S SPaul, Nadia

NEED GUARDRAILS

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘I-T Bill pro-
poses govt can ‘override’ online access
codes, sparking privacy concerns’ (IE,
March 12). The finance minister has said
that her government has trustin India’s
taxpayers. A new rule, however, has
generated anxiety and made citizens
distrustful of its objectives. It also chal-
lenges the SC's landmark ruling that the
right to privacy is a fundamental right.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru
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CBI, Kerala Police arrest
Lithuanian wanted in US

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

IN A joint operation, the CBI and
Kerala Police have arrested a 46-
year-old Lithuanian national,
Aleksej Besciokov, who was
wanted by the United States for
setting up cryptocurrency ex-
change Garantex allegedly to
launder the proceeds of criminal
activities, including ransomware.
“He was arrested when he
was allegedly plotting to escape
from the country,” officials said.
“On a request submitted by
the US, the Ministry of External
Affairs, acting under the
Extradition Act, 1962, got a provi-
sional arrest warrant issued on
March 10, 2025 against the sub-
ject from ACJM Patiala House
CourtinDelhi. The IPCU, CBI coor-
dinated with Kerala Police for the
arrest of fugitive criminal Aleksej
Besciokov. The subject would be
produced before the PatialaHouse
Court by the Kerala Police. He is
wanted for trial before the United
States District Court for the

HC tells ASI

to complete
whitewashing at
Sambhal mosque
within a week

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, MARCH 12

THE ALLAHABAD High Court on
Wednesday directed the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI)to complete the whitewash-
ing work at the Jama Masjid in
Sambhal within a week.

The court also directed the
Masjid Management Committee
tobear the cost of the whitewash-
ing and reimburse the expenses
within a week of its completion.

The court issued the order
while hearing a petition filed by
the committee seeking permis-
sion for whitewashing, additional
lighting and the installation of
decorative lights at the Masjid.

“The ASI shall undertake the
whitewashing work and com-
plete the same within a period of
one week. Further, no extra light-
ing shall be put on the walls, as it
may cause damage to the monu-
ments, but exterior lights in the
shape of focus lights/LED lights
may be used by the ASI for lighting
in the outer area of the alleged
masjid... The expenditure incurred
in the whitewashing shall be
borne by the masjid committee
and the same shall be reimbursed
within one week after the com-
pletion of whitewashing work.
The entire exercise shall be com-
pleted within a period of one
week...” said Justice Rohit Ranjan
Agarwal in the order on
Wednesday.

The court has fixed the next
date for hearing on April 8.

On Monday, while hearing
the case, the Allahabad High
Court directed the ASI to file an
affidavit within 24 hours, stating
specifically whether or not
whitewashing and the installa-
tion of lights were required out-
side the Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal.

Eastern District Court of Virginia,”
CBI spokesperson said in a state-
ment.

According to the US Secret
Service documents, Besciokov
was a citizen of Lithuania and
resided in Russia. “From around
January 2019 to the present, he
was an administrator of Garantex.
His responsibilities included ob-
taining and maintaining critical
Garantex infrastructure, aswell as
reviewing and approving transac-
tions,” it said.

“During 2019-25, he allegedly
controlled and operated Garantex,
which facilitated money launder-
ing to the tune of at least $96 bil-
lion in cryptocurrency transac-
tions by transnational criminal
organisations (including terrorist
organisations)and violated sanc-
tions. Garantex received hundreds
of millions in criminal proceeds
and was used to facilitate various
crimes, including hacking, ran-
somware, terrorism, and drug
trafficking, often with substantial
impact to US victims,” it said. It
said Besciokov was Garantex’s pri-
mary technical administrator.

12 EXPRESS NETWORK

UP orders probe after Uttarakhand
for cryptocurrency fraud Police enters Bareilly for drug raid

Residents file 9 complaints; SSP says they were unaware of action, seeks report

AMIT SHARMA

& AISWARYARAJ
MEERUT, DEHRADUN,
MARCH 12

A DAY after hundreds of
Uttarakhand policemen de-
scended on Bareilly in a massive
crackdown on drug abuse, the
Uttar Pradesh police have or-
dered a Deputy SP-level inquiry
into nine complaints lodged by
residents of the locality.

According to locals and the
police, around 300 officers from
Uttarakhand’s Udham Singh
Nagar district raided two Bareilly
villages — Fatehganj West and
Agras — in the early hours of
Tuesday in connection with
some drug abuse cases. The po-
lice contingent, led by Udham
Singh Nagar SSP Manikant
Mishra, had allegedly received a
tip-off that accused in several
cases in Uttarakhand were oper-
ating from these villages.

“They arrived in 70 govern-
ment buses and private vehicles.
To hide their identity, stickers of
amarriage party were pasted on
several vehicles,” a senior Uttar
Pradesh police officer said.

While residents of the local-
ities have called the raid “base-
less and illegal”, the Bareilly
Senior Superintendent of Police
Anurag Arya said they were un-
aware of raids.

“We have received several
complaints regarding the raid by
the Uttarakhand police. | have
asked Nilesh Mishra, the Deputy
SP, Highway, to review all the
complaints and submit a report
within three days. We will de-
cide what needs to be done
based on the findings of the re-
port,” the SSP said.

Atotal of 16 people were de-
tained and taken to Pul Bhatta
police station in Udham Singh
Nagar, officers in the
Uttarakhand police said.
Although 15 were eventually re-

The Shahi Jama Masjid in Sambhal being covered on Wednesday. P11

On Holi eve, mosques covered,
sensitive zones fortified in UP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MARCH 12

WITH HOLI falling on Friday dur-
ing Ramzan and amid remarks by
a section of BJP leaders and ad-
ministrative officials instructing
Muslims to stay indoors if they
have an issue with playing with
colours, mosques in various dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh were cov-
ered with tarpaulin Wednesday.

Prominent Muslim clerics in
the state have alsorevised the tim-
ings for Friday prayers, which will
now be held after 2 pm.

To maintain peace, DGP
Prashant Kumar has sent a letter
to all district police chiefs, com-
missionerates,and heads of police
zones and ranges with a 20-point
directive, instructing them to
make heavy deployment of police
and paramilitary force in sensitive
zones in their districts.

Besides holding direct interac-
tions with top police officers, DGP
Prashant Kumar met senior offi-
cers of sensitive districts and dis-
cussed police bandobast for Holi.

In the “hyper-sensitive”

Sambhal district, which has been
in the news for the past few
months over the court-ordered
survey of Shahi Jama Masjid, sev-
eral mosques were covered with
tarpaulin sheets on Wednesday.

The district has already been
provided with additional paramil-
itary force, a senior officer said.

President of Sambhal Shahi
JamaMasjid, Zafar Ali,announced
that Friday prayers on March 14
willbe held at 2.30 pm due to Holi
celebrations. Regarding the move
to cover mosques with tarpaulin,
Al said it was a positive step.

InShahjahanpur district, more
than 75 mosques and shrines
have been covered with tarpaulin
or clothes. The district is known
for its tradition of playing ‘Joota
Maar Holi’ (playing Holi using
shoes/slippers).

Asenior police officer,whoisa
part of the team monitoring secu-
rity arrangements, said senior of-
ficers would escort the traditional
procession of ‘Laat Sahab’.

During ‘Joota Maar Holi,
played since pre-Independence
years to protest against the then
British rulers, people take out a

‘Approach of priests has pained
me’: Kerala OBC man refuses
to join post at Thrissur temple

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 12

FACED WITH caste discrimination
at Koodalmanikyam temple in
Thrissur under the government-
controlled Devaswom Board, a
man from the state's backward
classes hasdecided nottojoin the
assigned post at the temple. He
has now been reassigned to an-
other job.

Ezhava Hindu youth BA Balu
was recruited by the Devaswom
Recruitment Board for the post of
kazhakam — a person who helps
the priestsinrituals — at the tem-
ple. But the upper caste temple
priests protested against the ap-
pointment demanding that their
helper should be from the upper
caste Warrier community.

Both the state’s CPI(M)-led

government as well as the Sri
Koodalmanikyam Devaswom
Board have backed Balu’s appoint-
ment. Balu was the first rank-
holderinarecruitmentexam held
by the devaswom recruitment
board and wasissued his appoint-
ment order on February 24.
However, he was not allowed to
join following protests from the
priests and was subsequently
moved to an office job at the tem-
ple while another person fromthe
upper caste segment was given
the kazhakam post.

If he had joined, Balu would
have been the first Kazhakam
from the backward community in
the history of the temple.

On Wednesday, as protests
against the stand of the temple
priests mounted, Balu said: “The
approach of the priests has pained
me. I don't want to create any is-
sues at the temple when the festi-

val is approaching. My family is
also of the same view.I have given
aletter to the temple administra-
tor saying that I don't want the
post of kazhakam. I am ready to
do the office job at the temple.”
Devaswom (temple) board
chairman advocate CK Gopi, who
has been pushing for Balu to bere-
tained at the assigned post, said
the board will discuss his request
and take a decision. “The state
governmentwill also be apprised
of the developments,” he said.
State Devaswom Minister said
the government, too, was of the
view that Balushould be retained
in the post of kazhakam. “Kerala
isaland of social reformers, and it
is aninsult to the state that a per-
sonis being kept away onaccount
of caste. We cannot agree with the
stand of the priests. Kerala is a
place where non-Brahmins were
made temple priests,” he said.

procession of a dummy ‘Laat
Sahab (British officers) with a gar-
land of shoes and slippers around
the neck. As the procession moves,
footwear is hurled at the dummy.
“To avoid any law and order
situation arising out of throwing
of shoes and slippers, all the
mosques and shrines have been
covered properly,” the officer said.
Barricades have beeninstalled
along the procession route and
several CCTV cameras have been
installed. “There are 18 Holi pro-
cessions in the city, including the
two major ‘Laat Saheb’ proces-
sions. To ensure security, the larger
procession has been divided into
three zones and eight sectors,
with around 100 magistrates de-
ployed,” SP Rajesh S was quoted
by PTlas saying. “The security de-
ployment includes 10 police cir-
cle officers, 250 sub-inspectors,
around 1,500 police personnel
and two companies of the
Provincial Armed Constabulary.”
Additional paramilitary forces
have been deployed in districts
such as Mathura, Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Meerut, Muzaffarnagar,
Saharanpur and Moradabad.

leased while one, identified as
Mohammad Asif, was arrested.

“Asif has been involved in
drug peddling in our area for a
long time and has NDPS cases
against him. We have sent him
tojudicial custody and a probe s
on to find more accused,” Pul
Bhatta SHO Pradeep Mishra said,
adding that while the others had
been released eventually, they
are still being investigated.

“The raid was part of our ini-
tiative to crack down on drug
peddlers who have been al-
legedly supplying substances in
the state. We have been fre-
quently recovering drugs and ar-
resting accused over the last few
months,” he said.

According tolocals, the police
raids occurred when residents in
the area were preparing for ‘if-
taar’ during the Ramadan
month.

“Suddenly, a dozen cops
started banging on the door of
my house. I opened it and they

stormed in, hurling abuses. They
took with them my four sons --
Shahid, Rashid, Adnan and Arif -
- calling them drug pedlars,”
Varisa Khatun, a 52-year-old res-
ident of Agras village, said,
adding that she had registered a
complaint with the Fatehganj
West police station in Bareilly
Monday afternoon.

Roshan Lal, 55, was among
those picked up by the police
Monday but eventually released.

“I'have never been to jail and
don’t have a criminal record. Yet,
I was picked up by the
Uttarakhand Police early
Monday morning. The cops
blamed me for indulging in
smuggling drugs from here to
that state.”

When contacted,
Uttarakhand’s IG Law and Order
Nilesh Bharne denied any
knowledge of the raids. “We
were neither informed of this
nor was this based on our direc-
tions,” he said.

Sambhal mentioned
in 5,000-year-old
scriptures, pre-dates
Islam: Adityanath

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MARCH 12

AMID THE controversy over the
survey of a medieval-century
mosque in Sambhal, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday said
that Sambhal finds mention in
5,000-year-old Vedic scriptures
and the place predates Islam.

Speaking at an event in
Lucknow, Adityanath said:
“Sambhal s a teerth (pilgrimage)
site and has been mentioned in
scriptures thatare 5,000 years old.
Puranas contain references to Lord
Vishnu's future incarnation. It is
said in Puranas that the 10th
avatar of Lord Vishnu would take
birth in Sambhal. Islam, on the
other hand, emerged only 1,400
years ago. I am talking about
something that predates Islam by
atleast 2,000 years.”

The chief minister also
claimed Hindu temples were de-
molished. “The evidence for these
things has existed for centuries.
Remember, in 1526, Sri Hari
Temple was demolished in
Sambhal. Twoyearslater,in 1528,
the Ram temple in Ayodhya was
destroyed,” Adityanath claimed,
adding that both acts were done
by Mir Baqi, commander of
Mughal emperor Babur.

Claiming that Sambhal has
had 68 sacred places, Adityanath
said so far, 18 have been "re-
claimed". "There were 19 ancient
wells that have beenrevived. After
56 years, for the first time, there
was the ritual offering of water at
Lord Shiva's temple in Sambhal,"
Adityanath said.

Challenging all those ques-
tioning “the truth of Sambhal”,
Adityanath said that it would be

UP CM Yogi Adityanath
inspects a cricket stadium
projectin Varanasi on
Wednesday. P11

better if they first read Puranas
and then come to have a debate
with him. He asserted that
‘bhagwa’ (saffron) is his identity
and the “entire world will wear it
one day.”

Citing an example of how pro-
vision has been made in the cur-
rent Budget for Mathura and
Vrindavan, the chief minister said:
“Jab avasar milta hai to chukna
nahi chahiye” (When one gets the
opportunity then they should not
leaveit).”

The BJP leader also told the
Opposition to “stop glorifying in-
vaders”, and added that once
“truthlike Sambhal” would come
out then such people would be left
hiding their faces.

Citing the statement of
Indonesian President during
Republic Day event in which he
claimed that he has “Indian DNA”,
Adityanath said that all those who
eatin “Bharat” and speak against
it should first get their DNAs
tested.
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Give 100 per quintal
to farmers to curb
stubble burning:
House panel to Govt

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

HIGHLIGHTING THE practice of
burning crop residue (parali)asa
significant environmental con-
cern, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee has recommended
to the Centre to provide financial
assistance of 100 per quintal of
paddy to farmers as compensa-
tion for the cost incurred in col-
lecting paddy residue.

In its report, the Standing
Committee on Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry and Food
Processing said, “To effectively dis-
courage the burning of crop
residue and minimize its environ-
mental impact and considering
the economic viability of the
farmers, the Committee strongly
recommends that the
Government provide financial as-
sistance of X100 per quintal of
paddy to farmers as compensa-
tion for the cost incurred in col-
lecting parali (paddy residue). This
amount should be in addition to
the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and directly transferred to
farmers’ bank accounts at the time
of paddy procurement.”

“The financial incentives could
be distributed through the Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme,
ensuring efficient and transpar-
ent delivery to farmers’ bank ac-
counts. The Committee recom-
mends starting with a financial

incentive of X100 per 100 kg of
paddy and conducting large-scale
research studies to assess the costs
and returns for alternative crop-
residue management tech-
niques,” said the committee
headed by Congress member
Charanjit Singh Channi.

According to the report, the
Committee also supports the cre-
ation of a market for crop residue
tocompensate farmers for the ex-
tra costs and effort involved in har-
vesting, collecting, and transport-
ing it. “The Government may
consider financial incentives for
setting up a unit per district where
paddy crop is grown to convert
crop-residue/parali into
energy/electricity,” it noted.

“The Committee recognises
that the widespread practice of
burning crop residues... is a sig-
nificant environmental concern.
This practice releases harmful
greenhouse gases such as CO2,
CH4, and N20, contributing to air
pollution and accelerating climate
change. When not properly man-
aged, decomposing crop residues
canalsoemit methane...,” it said.

The committee reiterated its
earlier recommendation of
changing the nomenclature of the
‘Department of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare’ to ‘Department
of Agriculture, Farmers & Farm
Labourers Welfare’. It also recom-
mended that PM-KISAN schemes
may be extended to farm labour-
ers.

Bihar teacher, principal
transferred after tension
over Urdu prayers

HIMANSHU HARSH
PATNA, MARCH 12

DAYS AFTER a government
teacher in Gaya’s Anti police sta-
tion area was allegedly assaulted
by locals in the school premises
over the documentation of a
prayer conducted in Urdu, he and
the principal have been trans-
ferred to other schools. Two FIRs
have been registered in connec-
tion with the incident, police said.

According to the suspect, a
teacher at a school in Gaya’s Anti
Police Station Area, the contro-
versy broke on March 8, when a
group of residents allegedly con-
fronted him about a video he had
recorded of the Urdu prayerin the
school. “While I was sitting in the
school courtyard after taking a
class at around 3:40 pm, they ap-
proached me and asked if I had
made avideo of the prayer. When
I confirmed that I had, they ver-
bally abused me and threatened
my life, physically assaulting me,”
the teacher claimed in the FIR.

Later that night, the suspect
filed a complaint with the police
claiming that the mob that as-
saulted him tore his shirt, broke
his glasses and threatened him
with “deathifhe camebacktothe
school to teach”.

This FIR names nine people for
wrongful restraint, voluntarily
causing hurt, assault or criminal

force to deter public servant from
discharge of his duty,among other
sections of the BNS.

Local sources claimed that the
school had traditionally con-
ducted prayers in Hindi, but the
recent change to Urdu prayers un-
der the new principal had been
controversial.

The suspect told The Indian
Express Wednesday that “both he
and the principal of the school
have been transferred to different
schools following the incident to
avoid any communal tension”.

Meanwhile, a counter-com-
plaint has also been filed against
him on March 10 alleging mo-
lestation. Prasad denies the
charges. “It’s a false case. If  had
done something wrong, why did-
n't they file the complaint on the
same day? They waited two days
toretaliate,” he claimed.

Gaya SP Anand Kumar con-
firmed that two FIRs have been
filed regarding the incident --one
from each side. Police have regis-
tered an FIR against the teacher for
wrongful restraint, assault or use
of criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her modesty,
criminal intimidation and
Intentional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace aswell as
sections of The Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act. "Cases have been registered,
but no arrests have been made
yet," Kumar stated.

Scientific evaluation encourages those doing
¢00d work in government, says Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MARCH 12

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Wednesday said that a scientific
evaluation like “Loksatta District
Index” encourages those who do
development oriented good
work within the government.

Speaking at the “Loksatta
District Index” programme in
Mumbai on Wednesday, the CM
said that as Vadhavan port is
coming up in Palghar, along with
a new airport, the district will
emerge as the “fourth Mumbai
in the region”.

Assuring that the govern-
ment’s efforts are not only to-
wards creating islands of devel-
opment in the state but also to
achieve balanced development,
Fadnavis said that the state is
moving in that direction.

The Indian Express Group’s
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis with the
winners of the Loksatta District Index programme in
Mumbai on Wednesday. Narendra Vaskar

Marathi daily Loksatta evaluates
the performance of each district
in the state under various sectors
such as education, health and in-
dustry ina scientific manner and
honours the districts that per-
form well. Praising the initiative,

Fadnavis said that next year, the
“CM Dashboard” initiative will
be able to partner with “Loksatta
District Index”.

Underlining the importance
of suchinitiatives, Fadnavis said,
“In the government, those who
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do good or bad work are
weighed with the same yard-
stick. Those who do good work
are not praised and those who
do bad work are not punished.
But since the district is being ho-
noured by a third-party organi-
zation like ‘Loksatta’ for the work
done by the government system,
a sense of competition emerges
in the districts, which is a good
thing.”

“During the government’s
100-day programme, the work-
ing of 10,000 offices across the
state will be evaluated by a third-
party organisation, Quality
Council of India,” the chief min-
ister said.

He said that the govern-
ment’s effort is to achieve the
goal of balanced development
without creating any develop-
ment islands such Mumbai,
Thane, Pune and Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar.”

“The country’s largest port —
Vadhavan — will take shape in
Palghar, while an international
airport and a Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train station
will be built in the same area,”
Fadnavis said.

Sanjeev Sanyal, member of
the Prime Minister’s Economic
Council, gave guidance on ‘The
path of a developed India’.
Loksatta Editor Girish Kuber gave
the introductory speech.
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INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION GROWS BY 5% IN JANUARY

Retail inflation drops to 7-mthlowin Feb
food inflation eases most sin

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

RETAIL INFLATION eased to a
seven-month low of 3.61 per
cent in February, compared to
4.26 per cent in the previous
month, led by a sharp decline in
food inflation, provisional data
released by the National
Statistics Office (NSO) on
Wednesday showed.

Food inflation, based on the
Consumer Food Price Index
(CEPI), fell to 3.7 per cent, the
lowest since May 2023, when it
was 3.19 per cent. Factory out-
put, as measured by the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), also
grew by 5 per cent in January,
compared to 3.5 per cent in the
previous month, led by manu-
facturing of basic metals, refined
petroleum products, and electri-
cal equipment, quick estimates
from the NSO showed.

Retail inflation measured by
the Consumer Price Index (CPI),
inrural India dropped to 3.79 per
cent in February compared to
4.59 per centinJanuary.Inurban
India, too, inflation fell to 3.32 per
cent from 3.87 per cent.

— BRIEFLY —

New tariffs could

weighonglobal
trade: WTO

New Delhi: Increased trade pol-
icy uncertainty and prospects
of new tariffs could weigh on
global trade in the medium
term, the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) said on
Wednesday. PTI

‘JLR shelves plan
tobuildEVsat
Tata’sIndiaplant’

New Delhi: Jaguar Land Rover
has shelved plans to build elec-
tricvehicles at Tata Motor’s up-
coming $1 billion factory,
sources said. REUTERS

US consumer
inflation coolsin
February

Washington: US inflation
slowed last month for the first
time since September. The con-
sumer priceindexincreased 2.8
per centin February fromayear
ago, down from 3 per cent the
previous month. AP

India’s growth to
exceed 6.5%in

FY26:Moody’s

New Delhi: Moody’s Ratings
has said India’s economic
growth will exceed 6.5 per
centin FY26, from 6.3 per cent

this year. PTI
‘Temasek topick
up Haldiram’s

stakeworth $1bn’

New Delhi: Singapore’s state
investment company
Temasek has signed a deal to
pick up close to a 10 per cent
stake in snacks business of
Haldiram’s at about $1 billion,
sources said. REUTERS

AT 3.61% IN FEBRUARY
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On February 7, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) had reduced
the repo rate by 25 basis points
(bps)to 6.25 per cent after keep-
ing it unchanged for two years.
With further easing of headline
inflation in February, comfort-
ably within RBI's band of 4+/- 2
per cent for medium-term infla-
tion targeting, the central bank
could consider another rate cut
in the next meeting of its six-
member Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) in April.

“The RBI started its rate cut
cycle in February and today’s in-
flation print gives space for the
RBI to deliver another 25 bps

rate cut in April. Beyond that, a
25 bps rate cut could be deliv-
ered in the June or August pol-
icy depending on incoming
data. We see cumulative rate
cuts of 50-75 bps in this cycle for
now,” HDFC Bank’s Treasury
Research Desk said in a note.
The inflation rate for the food
and beverages segment, which
accounts for45.86 per cent of the
total weight of CPI, was regis-
tered at 3.84 per cent in
February, 4.05 per cent for rural
and 3.44 per cent for urban. Food
items such as ginger, tomato, and
garlic recorded the lowest year-
on-year inflation at -35.81, -

Expectations
of Aprilrate
@ cutrises

EXPLAINED

WITH FURTHER easing of
headline inflation in
February, comfortably
within RBI's band of 4+/-
2 per cent for medium-
term inflation targeting,
the central bank could
consider another rate cut
in the next meeting of its
MPCin April.

28.51, and -20.32 per cent, re-
spectively. Overall, the inflation
rate for vegetables was regis-
tered at-1.07 per cent.
“However, we believe that
the sequential uptick in vegeta-
bles inflation in March 2025 is
likely to prevent a further soft-
ening in the food and beverages
inflation print in the month, after
the substantial cooling seen over
the past four months. This would
push up the CPI inflation print
mildly to ~3.9-4.0 per centin the
next month. Overall, the CPI in-
flation is now expected to aver-
age at 3.9 per centin Q4 FY2025,

ce M

ay 23

well below the MPC’s projection
of 4.4 per cent for that quarter,”
rating agency ICRA’s chief econ-
omist Aditi Nayar said.

“The problem areas appear to
be fruits and vegetable oils. The
latter has also been affected by
the volatile rupee which has
pushed up imported cost,”
Madan Sabnavis, chief econo-
mist at Bank of Baroda, said.

The inflation rate for fruits
was registered at 14.82 per cent
and for oils and fats at 16.36 per
cent in February.

On the industrial output
front, manufacturing, which ac-
counts for 77.6 per cent of the
weight of the IIP, grew by 5.5 per
cent in January against 3.4 per
cent in December. Mining out-
put grew by 4.4 per cent against
2.7 per cent in December,
whereas power output was up
2.4 per cent against 6.2 per cent
in the preceding month.

Growth in output of capital
goods declined slightly to 7.8 per
cent from 10.4 per cent in
December. The growth rate was
high compared to 3.2 per centin
January 2024.
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Trump 2.0’s first sweeping tariff goes live,
could increase dumping pressure on India

Govt tells House anti-dumping duty in place to protect domestic industry

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Wednesday imposed his first
across-the-board 25 per cent tar-
iffson steel and aluminium, which
could increase dumping pressure
in the Indian market, already ex-
periencing a surge in steel supply
due to Chinese overcapacity.

The US tariffs escalation raises
concerns over dumping in India
as neighboring China would have
45 per cent effective tariffs on its
steel and aluminium products in
the US giving it higher incentive
tolook for other markets. Notably,
Trump had announced a 20 per
cent across-the-board tariff on
Chinese imports prior to
Wednesday.

Higher tariffs in the US market
traditionally lead to dumping
elsewhere, particularly in
European and Indian markets,
where steel demand currently ex-
ceeds domestic production capac-
ity. During Trump’s first term, the
EU has imposed restrictions on
steel and aluminium fearing trade

IN FEBRUARY
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US President Donald Trump
at a Business Roundtable
meeting in Washington on

Tuesday. AP/PTI

diversion, hurting Indian exports.
Minister of State for Steel,
Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Varma, in
response toa parliamentary ques-
tion on a plan to impose a levy or
tariff onimported steel, stated that
the government has already intro-
duced a quality control order ban-
ning substandard steel.
“Anti-Dumping Duty (ADD)

measures on certain steel prod-
ucts—such as seamless tubes,
pipes, and hollow profiles of iron,
alloy, or non-alloy steel (exclud-
ing cast iron and stainless steel)
from China PR; electro-galvanised
steel from Korea RP, Japan, and
Singapore; stainless steel seam-
less tubes and pipes from China
PR; and welded stainless steel
pipes and tubes from Vietnam
and Thailand—are currently in
place,” Varma said in response to
aquestionraised by Congress MPs
MK Vishnu and Kalyan Kale on
Tuesday.

“Countervailing Duty (CVD)is
in place for welded stainless steel
pipes and tubes from China and
Vietnam. Basic Customs Duty
(BCD) has been reduced from 2.5
per cent to nil on ferro-nickel and
molybdenum ores and concen-
trates, which are raw materials for
the steel industry,” Varma said in
the response.

Think tank Global Trade and
Research Institute (GTRI) noted
that India imports more iron and
steel (excluding finished prod-
ucts) and aluminium products
from the US than it exports. This

means that if India retaliates, the
US would face a bigger impact in
these sectors.
Indiahasatradedeficitiniron
and steel, exporting $494.2 mil-
lion to the US while importing
$842 million. In aluminium and
aluminium products, trade is
nearly balanced, with exports at
$859.8 million and imports
slightly higher at $898.9 million.

EU retaliation and

global escalation

US blanket tariffs increase the
risk of aglobal trade slowdown, as
the European Union has decided
toretaliate against US tariffs. China,
the second-largest economy, has
already hit back with tariffs target-
ing US farm products. “Inresponse
to new US tariffs affecting more
than Euro18 billion of EU exports,
the Commission is putting for-
ward a package of new counter-
measures on US exports. These
will come into force by mid-April,
following consultations with
Member States and stakeholders,”
the EU announced.
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‘Retail credit growth

’» continues to moderate

across most products’

BHAVESH JAIN, MD & CEQO,
TransUnion CIBIL, aleading credit
information company, says the
slowdownin consumer creditde-
mand, coupled with a decline in
loan originations by lenders, has
resulted in a cooling of overall re-
tail credit growth. Inaninterview
to GEORGE MATHEW and
HITESH VYAS, Jain said, “non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) in the mi-
crofinance sector have increased
toRs 51,000 crore. The marked in-
crease in credit card spending in-
dicates its expanding acceptance
among consumers as a tool to ac-
cess credit.” Edited excerpts:

What's your assessment of the
credit marketin India? Has the
slowdown in the economy
affected it?

Retail credit growth continued
to moderate across most prod-
ucts. Several factors including
challenging global economic con-
ditions, slowing urban consump-
tionand regulatory measures de-
signed to stabilise the
credit-deposit ratio, may have af-
fected the credit market in India.
The slowdown in consumer credit
demand, coupled with a decline
inloan originations by lenders, has
resulted in a cooling of overall re-
tail credit growth. Identifying eli-
gible and lower-risk consumers
who can afford to service their
credit obligations will be critical
for the sustained growth of credit
and the economy.

There are reports that
microfinance NPAs have risen
toRs 50,000 crore.Istherea
concern in the MFI segment?

Yes, the non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) in the microfinance
sector have increased toRs 51,000
crore. At present, microfinance in-
stitutions (MFIs) function as high-
engagement businesses, where
the loan disbursals may be based
on subjective underwriting and
collection strategies, based onin-
dividual lenders’ processes and
policies. By utilising advanced
data analytics, lenders can evalu-
ate MFIs’ creditworthiness more
precisely, thereby reducing the
potential risk of defaults.
Furthermore, it facilitates en-
hanced monitoring of loan per-
formance and improved cus-
tomer behaviour.

Additionally, financial literacy
initiatives can inform borrowers
about financial management, en-
abling them to make well-in-
formed decisions and decreasing
the likelihood of over-indebted-
ness.

Credit card useand
outstanding have shot upin

Market sell-off wipes <2.33 lakh cr from MF assets

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,MARCH 12

THE SELL-OFFin the stock market
has dealta heavy blow to the mu-
tual fund industry with assets of
retail investors in various funds
plummeting by Rs 2.33 lakh crore
and inflows into small-cap and
mid-cap schemes plunging by up
to 34.9 per cent in the month of
February.

Highlighting the vulnerability
of mutual fund investments to
market volatility, retail assets un-
der management (AUM), includ-
ing equity, hybrid and solution-
oriented schemes, plummeted to
Rs 36,44,112 crore in February
fromRs38,77,595 crorein January

this year, according to figures re-
leased by the Association of
Mutual Funds in India (AMET).
Thisdecline occurred duringa
period of significant market cor-
rection due to multiple external
factors primarily global trade ten-
sions created by uncertainty on US
tariffs. “This resulted in the bench-
mark BSE Sensex TRI experienc-
ingamonth-on-month decline of
over 5.5 per cent,” said Jatinder Pal
Singh, CEO, ITI Mutual Fund.
Significantly, mutual fund in-
dustry’s overall AUM declined by
Rs 2.71 lakh crore to Rs 64,53,493
crore in February 2025 as against
Rs 67,25,449 crore in January.
While net investments in the
small-cap fund category de-
creased by 34.9 per cent to Rs

TO DISCUSS POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS WITH INDIGO, AIRINDIA

India ‘super important’ market: Riyadh Air CEO

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

SAUDI ARABIA’S ambitious new
airline Riyadh Air considers India
a “super important” market and
will explore potential partner-
ships with Indian carriers IndiGo
and Air India in addition to its
plans of operating flights between
the two countries as passenger
flows between India and Saudi
Arabia are growing rapidly, Riyadh
Air’s chief executive officer Tony
Douglas said Wednesday. Saudi
Arabia expectsIndiatobecomeits

largest source market for tourism
by 2030, and Indian nationals are
already the biggest non-Saudi res-
ident group in that country, mak-
ing India a lucrative market for
Riyadh Air.

DouglasisinNew Delhi as part
of a Riyadh Air delegation for
meetings with India’s aviation
regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to discuss
the requisite permissions and
support for launch of the airline’s
India operations. Douglas is also
slated to meet top executives of
IndiGo and Air India to discuss
possible partnerships.

Tony Douglas is
inIndia as partofa
Riyadh Air delegation
for meetings with
the DGCA, IndiGo

and Air India

The Riyadh-based full-service
airline, whichis Saudi Arabia’s sec-
ond national carrier alongside
Saudi Arabian Airlines (Saudia)
and is slated to start commercial
operations later this year, has al-

File

3,722.46 crore, and inflows into
mid-cap funds fell by 33.8 per cent
to Rs 3,406.95 crore, large-cap
funds experienced a more mod-
est decline of just 6.4 per cent,
reaching Rs 2,866 crore.

Gross equity inflows also saw
a reduction of 18 per cent, falling

ready forged partnership with
various global airlines including
Delta Air Lines, Singapore Airlines,
Turkish Airlines, Virgin Atlantic,
China Eastern, Air China, and
EgyptAir.

Saudi  crown  prince
Mohammed bin Salman is the
force behind Riyadh Air, which
aims to fly to over 100 destinations
by 2030.

The airline has 39 wide-body
Boeing 787 aircraft on order, with
anoption to expand the order size
to 72 jets, in addition to 60 Airbus
A321 narrow-body planes.

According to Douglas, Riyadh

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

from Rs 66,630 crore in January
2025 to Rs 54,428 crore in
February. This asset price reduc-
tion comes against the backdrop
of global uncertainties and macro-
economic factors which has
caused the benchmark indices
Nifty 50 and BSE Sensex todecline
by approximately 6 per cent.
“However, investors continue to
repose faith in the industry de-
spite these turbulent times, net
equity inflows have remained
positive for the last 48 months,
witnessing Rs 0.29 lakh crore net
inflows in February 2025 with all
equity categories registering net
inflows for the month. Further, the
net inflows declined by 26 per
cent as compared to January
2025,” said Sanjay Agarwal, Senior

Air currently has two major gaps
inits airline partnerships—North-
Western Europe and India—and it
wants to cover those.

Speaking toreportersin Delhi,
while Douglas did not elaborate
on thelikely talks between Riyadh
Air and the Indian airlines, he said
that the conversations at this early
stage would be mostly ex-
ploratory, and expressed keen-
ness to forge partnershipsinIndia
as long as they are a “win-win”
proposition for Riyadh Air as well
as the potential partner airline.
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Director, CareEdge Ratings.

InJanuary also, the net AUM of
equity mutual funds plummeted
by Rs 1.1 lakh crore, or 3.26 per
cent, on a month-on-month ba-
sis, toRs 29.46lakh crore as of end-
January 2025.

According to AMH], SIP assets
were at Rs 12,37783 crore for the
month of February. SIP contribu-
tion for the month stood at Rs
25,999 crore.

It seems the downfall in the
AUM of large-cap funds is over.
The market share of large cap
AUM kept falling from 17 per cent
inOctober 2021 to 11.7 per centin
December 2024, and now finally
rose to 12.2 per cent in February
2025. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com
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the last one year. What are the
reasons for this surge?

Although still significant, port-
folio balances grew at a slower
rate y-o-y (year-on-year) in
December 2024 for all retail credit
products, except credit cards
which grew at 24 per cent y-0-y.
There has been a cooling off in
new loan originations for personal
loans and consumer durables
loans since the quarter ending
March 24. This may have led to
consumers increasing their
spending on their existing credit
cards to finance their consump-
tion needs.

The marked increase in credit
card spending indicates its ex-
panding acceptance among con-
sumers, not only for transactions
but also as a tool to access credit.
This may be an opportunity for
lenders to identify consumers
who require additional credit for
their consumption and aspira-
tional goals, and service them
with customised solutions that
are better suited and affordable
for them. These customised
credit offers should focus on
helping the consumer fulfil their
needs effectively while also sup-
porting them in building a
stronger credit profile.

By using more comprehensive
data insights to understand the
changing dynamics of consumer
spending and credit usage,
lenders can devise dynamic
strategies better suited to evolv-
ing market conditions while en-
hancing customer loyalty.

Have NPAs in the credit card
segmentrisen in the last 10
months?

Credit performance showeda
mixed picture with balance-level
delinquencies improving for se-

cured loans but deteriorating y-o-
y for credit cards. Balance-level
delinquencies (measured as 90
days or more past due) on credit
cards stood at 2 per cent in the
December 2024 quarter — a year-
on-year change of 31 basis points
whichiis still range bound.

Unsecured lending has
moderated in the last couple
of months.Is the moderation
continuing? What led to the
fallin growth?

Faced with current market dy-
namics, lenders seem to be taking
ameasured approach torisk man-
agement witha general cooling of
origination volumes. In addition, it
islikely that where they are grant-
ing non-consumptionloans, these
are typically for higher amounts.

Loan origination (a measure of
credit supply and in part a meas-
ure of credit demand) volumes
are positive across all key retail
loan products, except home loans
and credit cards. However, the
origination volume growth is
lower on a year-on-year basis, in-
dicating a cautious approach by
lenders.

Have delinquencylevelsin
unsecured lendingrisen in the
last 10 months? Canyou give
us the quantum of increase in
absolute numbers aswell asin
percentage terms?

Achieving the dual objectives
of sustained credit growth while
simultaneously, maintaining as-
set quality requires issued loans to
be repaid on time to help min-
imise default risks and preserve fi-
nancial stability. Balance-level se-
rious delinquency (measured as
90 days or more past due) is
around 1.89 per cent of overall re-
tail outstanding as of December
2024. Overall, there has been an
improvement of 22 bps from 2.12
per centin Dec-23, indicating sta-
bilising of delinquencies.

Which loan type shows the
maximum delinquencies?
Why?

Credit performance for con-
sumption loans hasimproved se-
quentially in Dec 2024 as com-
pared to September 2024, even
for high-risk consumers. Credit
performance showed a mixed
picture with balance-level delin-
quencies improving for secured
loans but deteriorating y-o-y for
credit cards. This could be be-
cause when faced with financial
constraints, borrowers generally
tend to prioritise payments on
life-essential utilities such as
home loans and vehicle loans.
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STARLINK SERVICES IN INDIA

Jio inks deal with SpaceX

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

JIO PLATFORMS Wednesday said
it has signed a deal with Elon
Musk’s SpaceX to bring Starlink’s
internet services toIndia,aday af-
ter close rival Bharti Airtel an-
nounced a similar deal. Similar to
Airtel, this deal is contingent upon
SpaceXreceiving its ownauthori-
sations to sell Starlink in India. Jio
Platforms is a subsidiary of
Reliance Industries.

Jioand SpaceX, sofar,had been
on the opposite side of the debate
on how spectrum for satellite
communication should be as-
signed to companies — with Jio
calling for an auction, but SpaceX
insisting on the administrative

Will help remote
railway projects,

says Vaishnaw

New Delhi: Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Wednesday welcomed Elon
Musk's Starlink to India and
said it will help railway proj-
ects in remote areas of the
country. “Starlink, welcome
toIndia! Will be useful for re-
mote area railway projects,”
Vaishnaw posted on social
media platform X. PTI

route. The government has de-
cided to go with administrative al-
location.

INDIA WELL PLACED TO TACKLE TARIFF IMPACT: SCHWARZMAN

Open to doubling investments
in India, says Blackstone CEO

URVIMALVANIA
MUMBAI, MARCH 12

GLOBAL PRIVATE equity major
Blackstone will double its expo-
sure in India over the next few
years to $100 billion, co-founder
chairman and CEO Stephen A
Schwarzman said on
Wednesday.

“India has been a great mar-
ket for us, giving us best returns
globally. We are not rigid about
the (allocated) investments in

India.” Schwarzman said during
a meeting with the media in
Mumbai. He indicated that the
company could double its AUM
(assets under management) in
the country over the next few
years.

The private equity major,
which has been in the country
for two decades now, started its
India journey with a commit-
ment of $1 billion. It has an AUM
of $50 billion in India currently,
with nearly $30 billionin real es-
tate assets and the rest in PE in-

vestments across sectors like
healthcare, software, and sup-
port services such as VFS Global.
“We would like to invest in phys-
ical as well as digital infrastruc-
ture projects. Transportation
could be akey focus area, includ-
ing ports, airports and roads,”
Schwarzman said.

He also said that Indiais well
placed to tackle the impact of US
tariffs considering how the
meeting between the countries’
premiers ended in the signing of
atrade agreement. FE
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Demokraatit leader
Jens-Frederik Nielsen
in Nuuk, Wednesday

GREENLAND
Centre-right
Opp wins polls,
rejects Trump'’s

wish for control

Nuuk: A party that favours
a gradual path to
Greenland's independ-
ence from Denmark won
a surprise victory in par-
liamentary elections, held
in the shadow of US
President Donald Trump's
stated goal of taking con-
trol of the island one way
or another. The centre-
right Demokraatit Party
has pushed back against
Trump's rhetoric, saying
Greenland is not for sale,
and it is for Greenlanders
todecide the future of the
strategically important
territory. “We don't want
to be Americans. No, we
don't want to be Danes.
We want to be
Greenlanders. And we
want our own independ-
ence in the future,
Demokraatit leader Jens-
Friederik Nielsen told Sky

News. AP
JAPAN

Many men held
over ‘rape of

minor daughters’

Tokyo: Japanese media re-
ported this week that police
have arrested several men
accused of sexual assault of
their underaged daughters
and sharing their abuse
videos online. Police have so
far refused to confirm the
reports. The Kyodo News
agency, NHK television and
other outlets say police in
the Aichi prefecture, a re-
gion in central Japan, took
into custody several men,
whoarein their 30s,40sand
50s.They are accused of re-
peatedly raping their
daughters or stepdaughters,
aged 6-14, filming the as-
saults and sharing them on
socialmedia. = REUTERS

PORTUGAL

Govt loses vote
of confidence,
snap polls ahead

Lisbon: Portugal's minority
government lost a confi-
dence vote in parliament
Tuesday, forcing its resigna-
tion and bringing the
European Union country's
third general election in
three years. The govern-
ment's fall marks the worst
spell of political instability
since Portugal adopted a
democratic system more
than 50 years ago in the
wake of the 1974 Carnation
Revolution, which ended a
four-decade dictatorship. A
new election, likely in May,
pitches the country into
political uncertainty. AP

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

32-YR-OLD DOCTOR WAS SEXUALLY ASSAULTED MONDAY NIGHT
LANKA DOCTORS STRIKE AFTER RAPE OF COLLEAGUE

Doctors in Sri Lanka on Wednesday launched a 24-hour strike following the rape of a female doctor in
Anuradhapura in the North Central province. The 32-year-old doctor was sexually abused on Monday
night while she was returning to her accommodation after the night shift. The Government Medical
Officer's Association announced a24-hour strike, calling for the suspect's arrest. PTI

MOSCOW AWAITS DETAILED INFORMATION FROM WASHINGTON

US weapons flow to Ukraine again,

Kremlin mulls US-backed truce deal

SAMYAKULLAB
& HANNA ARHIROVA
KYIV,MARCH 12

US ARMS deliveries to Ukraine
resumed Wednesday;, officials
said, a day after the Trump ad-
ministration lifted its suspension
of military aid for Kyiv in its fight
against Russia’s invasion, as offi-
cials awaited the Kremlin’s re-
sponse to a proposed 30-day
ceasefire endorsed by Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov said it's important not to
“get ahead” of the question of re-
sponding to the ceasefire, which
was proposed by Washington. He
told reporters that Moscow is
awaiting “detailed information”
from the US. Russia has previously
opposed anything short of a per-
manentend to the conflictand has
not accepted any concessions.

US President Donald Trump
wants to end the three-year war
and pressured Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
to enter talks. The suspension of
US assistance happened days af-
ter Zelenskyy and Trump argued
in a tense White House meeting.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, wholed the Americandel-
egation to Saudi Arabia Tuesday;,
where Ukraine consented to the
US truce deal, said Washington
will pursue “multiple points of
contacts” with Russia to see if
President Vladimir Putin is ready
to negotiate an end to the war.
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Ahotel hit by a Russian missile strike in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine, Wednesday. Reuters

Deal likely to
posedilemma
@ forPutin

EXPLAINED

THE EMERGENCE of of a
joint truce deal from US
and Ukraine deepens the
tension between Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
aim of a far-reaching vic-
tory and his close ties with
US President Donald
Trump. Putin, who had
been opposing a tempo-
rary truce — largely due to
Russia’s advantages on the
battlefield — has now
been pressured to recon-
sider. Analysts say the
Kremlin could be tempted
toaccepta truce that
would be tactically unfa-
vorable but strategically
favorable to show thatitis
a peacemaker.

The US hopes to see Russia
stop attacks on Ukraine within
the next few days as a first step,
Rubio said at a refuelling stop
Wednesday in Shannon, Ireland.

Trump’s special envoy, Steve
Witkoff, is expected to travel this
week to Moscow, where he could
meet with Putin, according to a
person familiar with the matter.

Zelenskyy said the 30-day
truce would allow the sides “to
fully prepare a step-by-step plan

French lawmaker Sebastien Peytavie with mediapersons in
Sarlat-la-Caneda. instagram/@speytavie

French lawmaker

on wheelchair wins
change in voting rule
that demands standing

‘Sitting and standing’ is one of 4 voting
methods used in National Assembly

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS, MARCH 12

FRENCH LAWMAKERS agreed
unanimously Wednesday to
change the way they vote, opt-
ing to eliminate a balloting
method that discriminated
against a parliamentarian who
uses a wheelchair because it re-
quired him to stand.

Sébastien Peytavie, the law-
maker who proposed the rule-
change together with Yaél Braun-
Pivet, the National Assembly
president, said the discrimina-
tion he has faced during votes in
parliament's lower house reflects

France's larger failures toward
people with disabilities.

Lawmakers voted
Wednesday in favour of the pro-
posal — with 183 for and none
against — that now clears the
way for Braun-Pivet to eliminate
so-called “sitting and standing”
balloting.

That's when lawmakers ei-
ther stay seated or stand up to
show which way they are voting.
It is one of four voting methods
used by French lawmakers, de-
pending on the circumstances.

The others are a show of
hands, with an electronic voting
box or with paper ballots
dropped into an urn. AP

for ending the war, including se-
curity guarantees for Ukraine.”
The American military help
is vital for Ukraine's shorthanded
and weary army, which is hav-
ing a tough time keeping Russia's
bigger military force at bay. For
Russia, the American aid spells
potentially more difficulty in
achieving war aims, and it could
make Washington’s peace ef-
forts a tougher sell in Moscow.
Recent fighting reportedly

has focused on the Kursk town of
Sudzha, a key Ukrainian opera-
tional base. Inside Ukraine,
Russian missiles killed at least
five, officials said Wednesday.
Russian officials are wary
about the US-Ukraine talks
Russian lawmakers signalled
wariness about the prospect of a
ceasefire. “Russia is advancing
(on the battlefield), so it will be
different with Russia,” senior
Russian senator Konstantin

Kosachev noted in a post on the
messaging app Telegram. “Any
agreements (with the under-
standing of the need for compro-
mise) should be on our terms,
not American,” Kosachev wrote.

Meanwhile, Britain said
Wednesday it has expelled a
Russian diplomat and a diplo-
matic spouse in a tit-for-tat re-
sponse to the expulsion of two
British diplomats in Moscow ear-
lier this week.

Duterte in ICC custody, to face

murder charges over drug war

REUTERS
ROTTERDAM, MARCH 12

FORMER PHILIPPINE leader
Rodrigo Duterte has been surren-
dered to the custody of the
International Criminal Court (ICC),
the court said Wednesday, shortly
after helanded in the Netherlands,
where the court is based.

“He was arrested by the au-
thorities of the Republic of the
Philippines inaccordance withan
arrest warrantissued by Pre-Trial
Chamber I for charges of murder
asacrime against humanity,” the
ICCsaid in a statement.

Duterte will face allegations of
crimes against humanity for over-
seeing death squadsin his waron
drugs. Duterte was set to be trans-
ferred to a detention unit on the
Dutch coast and will be brought
before a judge in coming days for
his initial court appearance.

Duterte, who led the
Philippines from 2016 to 2022,
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Anti-Duterte protesters in Manila on Wednesday. Reuters

was arrested early on Tuesday in
Manila, marking the biggest step
yet in the ICC's probe into an
anti-drugs crackdown that killed
thousands and drew condemna-
tion around the world.

He could become the first
Asian former head of state to go
on trial at the ICCin The Hague.

The plane had originally been

set to land in the Netherlands
around 0600 GMT, but it was de-
layed after a long layover in
Dubai during which he received
medical checks. The ICC's war-
rant for his arrest says that as
president, Duterte created,
funded and armed death squads
that carried out murders of pur-
ported drug users and dealers.

Search intensifies for Indian student
who vanished in Dominican Republic

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SAN JUAN, MARCH12

INVESTIGATORS CONTINUE to
search for a college student from
Virginia who vanished earlier
this month while visiting the
Dominican Republic with five
other people during spring break
from classes.

Sudiksha Konanki was last
seen March 6 during a power out-
age at the Riu Republica Hotel in
the beach resort town of Punta
Cana. Dominican police and the

Sudiksha
Konanki, 20,
isanIndian
citizen
living in US

Federal Bureau of Investigation
are involved in the search for
Konanki, a 20-year-old student
from the University of Pittsburgh.

Police say she disappeared at
abeach by the hotel before dawn,
assheand others had headed out-
side amid the power outage.

Konanki and five other female
students flew to the country on
March 3. Konanki lives in
Chantilly, Virginia, a suburb of
Washington, D.C,,and is a citizen
of India and a US permanent res-
ident. Her parents, Subbarayudu
and Sreedevi Konanki, have
sought towiden the investigation.

Dominican President Luis
Abinader said Monday that the
last person known to be with her
says a wave crashed into them
while they were on the beach.
Civil Defense says investigators
haven’t found her clothing.

Berjing

to host

Russia, Iran for
talks on Tehran’s
N-programme

To follow closed-door UNSC meet
on Iran’s Uranium stocks tomorrow

REUTERS
BEIJING, MARCH 12

CHINA WILL hold a meeting on
Friday in Beijing with Russia and
Iran on the Iranian “nuclear is-
sue”, its foreign ministry said,
with both nations sending their
deputy foreign ministers.

Ties between Iran and Russia
have deepened since the start of
the Ukraine war in 2022, with a
strategic cooperation treaty
signed in January. Both have
good relations with China.

China’s Vice Foreign Minister
Ma Zhaoxu will chair the meet-
ing, Mao Ning, a spokesperson of
its foreign ministry, told a regular
press conference Wednesday.

The meeting will follow a
closed-door gathering of the
United Nations Security Council
in New York the same day re-
garding Iran's expansion of its
stocks of uranium that are close
to weapons-grade.

Last week, Russia said Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov
discussed international efforts to
tackle Iran's nuclear programme
with its ambassador, Kazem
Jalali, after reports that Russia
agreed to help U.S. President
Donald Trump's administration
in communicating with Iran.

Tehran has long denied

wanting to develop a nuclear
weapon. However, the U.N.
atomic watchdog IAEA has
warned it is "dramatically” ac-
celerating enrichment of ura-
nium to up to 60% purity, close
to the weapons-grade level of
roughly 90%.

Iran reached a deal, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action,
with Britain, China, France,
Germany, Russia and the United
States in 2015, that lifted sanc-
tions on Tehran in return for
curbs on its nuclear program.

But Washington quit the plan
in 2018 during Trump's first
term, and Iran began moving
away from its nuclear-related
commitments. China has said it
supportsIranin safeguardingits
legitimate rights and calling for
an early resumption of the
Iranian nuclear talks.

UAE official to deliver

Trump’s letter to Iran

US President Donald Trump's
letter to Iran's clerical establish-
ment will be delivered by Anwar
Gargash, diplomaticadvisorto the
president of the United Arab
Emirates, Iran’s Foreign Ministry
said Wednesday.

Gargash was due to meet
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi on Wednesday, Iranian
state media said.

Trump admin halts
$1-bn affordable
housing programme

President Donald Trump and Elon Musk in a Tesla vehicle on
the South Lawn of the White House on Tuesday. AP

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, MARCH 12

THE TRUMP administration is
halting a $1 billion programme
that helps preserve affordable
housing, threatening projects
that keep tens of thousands of
units livable for low-income
Americans, according toadocu-
ment obtained by AP.

The action is part of a slew of
cutsand funding freezes at the US
Department of Housing and
Urban Development, largely at the
direction of President Donald
Trump and Elon Musk's
Department of Government
Efficiency, that have rattled the af-
fordable-housing  industry.
Preserving these units is a cen-
tre-piece of efforts to address the
nation's  housing  crisis.
Hundreds of thousands of low-

rent apartments, many of them
aging and in need of urgent re-
pair, are at risk of being yanked
out from under poor Americans.
The programme has already
awarded the money to projects
that would upgrade at least
25,000 affordable units across
the country. A spokesperson for
HUD did not respond to repeated
requests for comment. Butanin-
ternal document reviewed by
the AP said that the programme
is being “terminated” at the di-
rection of DOGE. Two HUD
workers, who have knowledge
of the programme confirmed
the directive to shutter it. AHUD
Onit's face, the over USD 1 bil-
lion Green and Resilient Retrofit
Programme, passed by Congress
in2022,isintended for energy-ef-
ficiency improvements. But the
money playsamuchlargerrolein
preserving affordable units.

$488-MN SPHEREX MISSION AIMS To EXPLAIN HOW GALAXIES EVOLVED AND HOW UNIVERSE EXPANDED SO FAST IN ITS FIRST MOMENTS

NASA’s newest space telescope blasts off to map the entire sky and millions of galaxies

MARCIADUNN
MARCH 12

NASA’S NEWEST space telescope
rocketed into orbit Tuesday to
map the entire sky like never be-
fore — a sweeping look at hun-
dreds of millions of galaxies and
their shared cosmic glow since
the beginning of time.
SpaceXlaunched the Spherex
observatory from California, put-
tingiton course tofly over Earth's
poles. Tagging along were four
suitcase-size satellites to study the
sun. Spherex popped off the
rocket's upper stage first, drifting

into the blackness of space with a
blue Earthin the background. The
$488-mn Spherex mission aims
to explain how galaxies formed
and evolved over billions of years,
and how the universe expanded
so fastin its first moments.

Closer to home in our own
Milky Way galaxy, Spherex will
hunt for water and other ingredi-
ents of life in the icy clouds be-
tween stars where new solar
systems emerge.

The cone-shaped Spherex —
at 1,110 pounds (500 kilograms)
or the heft of a grand piano —
will take six months to map the
entire sky with its infrared eyes

and wide field of view. Four full-
sky surveys are planned over
two years, as the telescope cir-
cles the globe from pole to pole
400 miles (650 kilometers) up.

Spherex won't see galaxies in
exquisite detail like NASA's larger
and more elaborate Hubble and
Webb space telescopes, with
their narrow fields of view.

Instead of counting galaxies
or focusing on them, Spherex
will observe the total glow pro-
duced by the whole lot, includ-
ing the earliest ones formed in
the wake of the universe-creat-
ing Big Bang.

“This cosmological glow cap-

SpaceX’s Falcon rocket carrying the space telescope lifts off
from Vandenberg Space Force Base, California on Tuesday. AP

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tures all light emitted over cos-
mic history,” said the mission's
chief scientist Jamie Bock of the
California  Institute of
Technology.

“It's a very different way of
looking at the universe,” en-
abling scientists to see what
sources of light may have been
missed in the past.

By observing the collective
glow, scientists hope to tease out
the light from the earliest galax-
ies and learn how they came to
be, Bock said. “We won't see the
Big Bang. But we'll see the after-
math fromitand learn about the
beginning of the universe that

way,” he said.

The telescope's infrared de-
tectors will be able to distinguish
102 colors invisible to the human
eye, yielding the most colorful,
inclusive map ever made of the
COSIMOS.

It's like "looking at the uni-
verse through a set of rainbow-
colored glasses,” said deputy
project manager Beth Fabinsky
of NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory.

To keep the infrared detec-
tors super cold — minus 350 de-
grees Fahrenheit (minus 210 de-
grees Celsius) — Spherex has a
unique look. It sports three alu-

minum-honeycomb cones, one
inside the other, to protect from
the sun and Earth's heat, resem-
bling a 10-foot (3-meter) shield
collar for an ailing dog.

Besides the telescope,
SpaceX's Falcon rocket provided
a lift from Vandenberg Space
Force Base for a quartet of NASA
satellites called Punch. From
their own separate polar orbit,
the satellites will observe the
sun's corona, or outer atmos-
phere, and the resulting solar
wind.

The evening launch was de-
layed two weeks because of
rocket and other issues. AP
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Byrnihat: Northeast industrial hub that has ‘world’s worst air’

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,MARCH 12

ACCORDING TO the World Air Quality Report
for 2024 published by IQAir, a Swiss com-
pany that tracks global air quality, Byrnihat
on the Meghalaya-Assam border is the “most
polluted city in the world”.

The annual average PM2.5 concentration
in Byrnihat was 128.2 micro-
grams per cubic m (pg/m3),
many times the World Health
Organization’s annual air qual-

POLLUTION

Town and its industries

Byrnihat is located around 20 km from
Guwahati and 65 km from Shillong, in
Meghalaya’s Ri-Bhoi district, where the hills
of Meghalaya descend into Guwahati.

Over the years, Byrnihat has developed into
aregional industrial hub. The residential town
is in Meghalaya, and the industrial units sur-
roundingitare in both Meghalaya and Assam.

In Meghalaya, the industries are in the
Byrnihat Export Promotion
Industrial Park (EPIP); in
Assam, they are in Tamulikuchi
in the Kamrup Metropolitan

ity guideline of 5 ng/m3.
In January this year, the Helsinki-based
Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air
ranked Byrnihat the most polluted city inIndia,
based on monthly average PM2.5 levels.
Why is the air in this town, located in a re-
gion known for its scenic beauty, so bad?

district, along the national
highway that runs through the town.

The industries include those involved in the
production of coke (fuel), cement, ferro alloys,
and steel, and in distillation and brickmaking.
They mushroomed in the area because of the
proximity to coal reserves in Meghalaya and

- THIS WORD MEANS -
STARLINK

A network of satellites that provides Internet operated
by SpaceX, billionaire Elon Musk’s aerospace company

A Starlink antenna in a village of the Marubo indigenous people, deep in the

Brazilian Amazon, in 2024. The New York Ti

mes

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

BHARTI AIRTEL and Reliance Jio have
signed separate deals with Elon Musk’s
SpaceX to bring the Starlink Internet serv-
ice to India. SpaceX’s application for a se-
curity clearance is currently being re-
viewed by the Union Home Ministry.

What s Starlink?

Starlink is a network of satellites that
provides Internet connectivity. Operated
by SpaceX, it was launched in 2019.
Starlink eventually aims to shoot 42,000
small satellites into space, forming a
globe-encircling ring just 547 km over-
head. Currently, project has around 7,000
mass-produced small satellites in low
Earth orbit (LEO) — an orbit thatis under
altitudes of 2,000 km.

By the end of 2024, Starlink had more
than 4.6 million users in over 100 coun-
tries — it began the year with only 2.3 mil-
lion users globally.

In the US, Starlink offers speeds up to
220 Mbps. However, the service is quite
expensive. It starts with “$120 monthly
for the standard home internet service,
plus $349, give or take a hundred bucks,
for the equipment needed to get started,”
according to a report by CNET. The
monthly rate on mobile service is cheaper
but the expected speeds are slower.

How does satellite Internet work?

Satellite Internet operates by sending
signals from the user’s device to a satellite
in space, which then passes on the data
to a ground station connected to the
Internet. The ground station retrieves the
requested data and sends it back through
the satellite to the user’s dish, complet-
ing the connection.

This whole process does not require
cable, fibre or phone lines. The user just
needs a modem and a satellite dish. The
modem needs to be connected to that
dish to translate the incoming signal into
a workable internet connection.

Why are the Starlink deals significant?
Starlink can provide a practical solu-
tion for broadband in underserved areas
inIndia, where the traditional ways to de-
liver the Internet — fibre-optic cables or
wireless networks — are scarce or un-
available. It can help bridge the digital di-
vide by bringing high-speed Internet to
the remotest corners of the country.
Although India is the world’s second-
largest Internet market, more than 670
million of its 1.4 billion people have no ac-
cess to the Internet, according to a 2024
report by GSMA, a trade body represent-
ing mobile network operators worldwide.
After signing the deal with Starlink,
Bharti Airtel in a statement said, “By
adding Starlink... Airtel will further its
ability to offer nationwide connectivity”.
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the large urban centre of Guwahati, as well as
the supply of water from the Umtru river.
The Meghalaya state Action Plan for

Prevention and Control of Air Pollution was
released in December 2024. It records 39 in-
dustrial units in Assam and 41 in Meghalaya
in Byrnihat.

Twenty units in Assam and five in
Meghalaya are “red category” industries —
identified by the Union Ministry of
Environment and Forests as “heavily pollut-
ing” (including cement, distillery and fer-
mentation, iron and steel, coke production).

Fifteen units in Assam and 22 in
Meghalaya are in the “orange category”
(brick manufacturing, cement clinker grind-
ing units), according to the Action Plan.

Non-compliance with norms

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad Sangma
told the legislative Assembly last week that fol-
lowing surprise checks in industrial areas in
Meghalaya in late January and early February,
the state Pollution Control Board had served

LW\ 150) GLOBAL

closure notices on seven units, and imposed
environmental compensation on two others.
The violations included “heavy emissions
from chimneys due to non-operation of pol-
lution control devices, ineffective pollution
control devices, and non-transmission of on-
line emission data”, the Chief Minister said.
Assam Pollution Control Board chairman
Arup Kumar Misra told The Indian Express that
the board has served notices on several indus-
tries in its area. “There are industries there
whichare not following the rules.... Many have
the required devices which can trap pollutants
but don’t use them because those are energy
intensive and incur costs,” Misra said.

Vehicles and topography

Dr Ganesh Chandra Dhal of NIT
Meghalaya, who has carried out research on
air pollution in Byrnihat, pointed to vehicu-
lar emissions in the area.

“This is an important transit point for ve-
hicles. Material is loaded and unloaded from
heavy diesel vehicles, many of which do not
comply with tailpipe emission norms.
Vehicles idle in congestion on the road.
Besides PM2.5 and PM10, sulphur dioxide
levels are also high in the area,” he said.

A CSIR-NEERI team that surveyed the
areain 2022-23 found that unpaved roads in
the area aggravated road dust.

Experts have also pointed to the area’s
“bowl-like” topography. The surrounding hills
inhibit the dispersal of pollutants in the air.

“Itis like a basin. While there are hills and
high elevation on either side, the area itself
has an altitude of only about 60 metres. It ex-
periences a valley-and-basin effect, because
of which wind speed is reduced. This may be
impacting the transport of air out of here,” Dr
Rajesh Bajpai, who teaches environmental
studies at North-Eastern Hill University, said.

The story of Chagos

Ahead of PM Modi’s visit, India backed Mauritius’ claims over Chagos, a strategically located Indian Ocean
archipelago that has long been at the centre of a dispute between Mauritius and the UK. Here’s its story

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

AHEAD OF Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
two-day visit to Mauritius this week, India
affirmed its support for the island country’s
claim over the Chagos archipelago.

“We support Mauritius in its stance on its
sovereignty over Chagos, and this is obvi-
ously keeping with our long-standing posi-
tion with regard to decolonisation and sup-
port for sovereignty and territorial integrity
of other countries,” Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri said last week.

Chagos haslong been the subject of a dis-
pute between Mauritius and the UK, which
held on to these islands for decades after
granting independence to Mauritius in 1968.

It was only last year that London officially
recognised Mauritius’ sovereign rights over
all of Chagos, although it retained control
over Diego Garcia, the largest island in the
archipelago and home to a strategically im-
portant joint UK-US military base.

The deal — which awaits final confirma-
tion from Washington — has its critics not
only in the US and the UK, but also in
Mauritius, and among native Chagossians.

Chagos & Chagossians

The Chagos archipelago comprises more
than 60 low-lying islands in the Indian Ocean
roughly 1,600 km to the northeast of the
main island of Mauritius.

Chagos hasaland area of only 56.1 sq km,
with Diego Garcia alone spread over 32.5 sq
km — which is about the same as the land
area of Lakshadweep.

Including the lagoons within its atolls,
however, Chagos has a total area of more
than 15,000 sq km. The Great Chagos Bank,
spread over 12,642 sq km, is the world’s
largest atoll structure.

(An atoll is a ring-shaped coral reef, is-
land, or series of islets, which surrounds a
body of water called a lagoon.)

Although it finds mention in some
Maldivian oral traditions, Chagos was unin-
habited for most of its history. The islands are
far from any other piece of inhabited land —
its closest inhabited neighbour Addu, the
southernmost Maldivian atoll, lies 500 km
away — and have scant resources to support
settled populations.

The Portuguese visited and mapped out
Chagos in the 16th century, and used the is-
lands as a stopover in voyages around the
Cape of Good Hope to India. But it was only
in the 18th century that the first permanent
settlements emerged on the islands.

France became the first European power
to officially plant its flag on Chagos, when it

Lakshadweep

|

Diego
Garcia

Réunion

Madagascar

claimed the Peros Banhosisland in 1744.The
French had earlier set up Indian Ocean
colonies in Tle Bourbon (now Réunion) in
1665, Isle de France (now Mauritius)in 1715,
and the Seychelles in 1744.

In 1783, a Mauritius-based plantation-
owner named Pierre Marie Le Normand
founded a settlement in the previously unin-
habited Diego Garcia. He brought 22 slaves
from Mauritius to Chagos, who became the
islands’ first permanent inhabitants. These
slaves likely traced their origins to
Madagascar and East Africa, and were put to
work in the coconut plantations in the island.

By 1786, a number of fishing settlements
and coconut plantations had been established
ontheislands. The labour for these enterprises
was supplied by slaves from Mauritius, the
Seychelles, Madagascar, and East Africa.

In 1814, after the fall of the Napoleonic
French Empire, France formally ceded
Mauritius, including Chagos, and the
Seychelles to Great Britain. After Britain abol-
ished slavery in its colonies in 1833, inden-
tured labour from India and Malaya was
brought to the plantations.

The Chagossian population today traces
its origins to freed African slaves, and the
Indian and Malayan labourers who arrived
in the 18th and 19th centuries. Under inter-
national law, they are the indigenous people
of the Chagos archipelago.

BIOT & Diego Garcia base

Inthe 1950s, the US Navy identified Diego
Garcia for establishing a military base in the
Indian Ocean. The US initiated secret talks

I —— Mauritius

India

Sri Lanka
Minicoy —a

(INDIA)
O Maldives

INDIAN OCEAN

Chagos Islands
(to go to Mauritius
under 2024 deal*)

*Chagos is still a part of the British
Indian Ocean Territory.

Inset from Google Earth.

with the UK in 1960 — this was a time when
Britain was fast shedding its once-mighty
colonial empire.

After a decades-long struggle for self-de-
termination, Mauritius became independ-
ent on March 12, 1968. But Britain kept con-
trol of Chagos, which had administratively
been under the government in Port Louis for
more than a century.

In 1965, the UK had created a new admin-
istrative entity — the British Indian Ocean
Territory (BIOT) — which included the
Chagos islands from Mauritius, and the is-
lands of Aldabra, Farquhar, and Desroches
from the Seychelles (these were restored to
the Seychelles when the country received its
independence in 1976).

The BIOT was meant to provide the
British (and by extension their Cold War al-
lies, the Americans) with an overseas base
in the Indian Ocean. Mauritius was paid a
settlement of 3 million pounds for the de-
tachment of Chagos.

In 1966, the UK and the US signed a se-
cret agreement to establish a military base
in Diego Garcia. The agreement included a
provision that barred civilians from staying
on the islands.

Over the next six-seven years, the
Chagossians were expelled from the archipel-
ago.Islanders who had temporarily left Chagos
were barred from re-entering, and supplies to
the archipelago were steadily curtailed.

In 1971, when the US Navy began to con-
struct the Diego Garcia base, islanders were
forcibly deported to Mauritius and the
Seychelles. All plantations were shut down

by 1973. The roughly 2,000-strong native
population had been fully expelled by then.

The Diego Garcia base became fully op-
erational in 1986, in time to serve as a hub
for American air operations in the Gulf War
of 1990-91.It also served this purpose in the
subsequent American wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Today, it is a crucial British-
American outpost from which the two
countries project power across Asia and the
Indian Ocean, where China has become in-
creasingly assertive.

The 2024 agreement

Mauritius had long claimed sovereignty
over the Chagos islands, and raised the “il-
legal” British occupation at various interna-
tional fora.

In 2017, the UN General Assembly voted
to ask the International Court of Justice to ex-
amine the legal status of the archipelago. In
2019, the IC] concluded that “the UK is un-
der an obligation to bring to an end its ad-
ministration of the Chagos Archipelago as
rapidly as possible”.

The UNGA subsequently adopted a reso-
lution welcoming the ICJ’s ruling, and de-
manded that the UK “unconditionally with-
draw its colonial administration from the
area within six months”.

But negotiations between the UK and
Mauritius began only in 2022. A deal was
struck in October 2024. Britain recognised
Mauritius’ claim over all of Chagos, includ-
ing Diego Garcia — however, the deal said
that the UK would, for a 99-year initial pe-
riod, exercise “the sovereign rights [over
Diego Garcia] and authorities of Mauritius
are required to ensure the continued opera-
tion of the base well into the next century”.

Mauritius could “implement a programme
of resettlement on the islands of the Chagos
Archipelago, other than Diego Garcia”.

The agreement was hailed as “historic”
by the governments of the UK and US. But
critics said the two Western powers had ef-
fectively “ceded” the control of the islands to
China. In recent years, China has built close
relations with many island countries in the
Indian Ocean, including Mauritius.

The deal was also criticised by the opposi-
tion in Mauritius. Prime Minister Navin
Ramgoolam, who was then the leader of the
opposition, said the deal was a “sellout”.He has
since proposed modifications toit.

Many Chagossians — living in Mauritius,
the Seychelles, and the UK today — com-
plained they had been left out of the negoti-
ations, and had no say in how the UK-finance
Trust Fund for their re-settlement would be
utilised. They recall the alleged mismanage-
ment of funds sent previously by the UK in
1972 and 1982.

Behind ASHA protests in Kerala: Demand for hike in honorariums, other benefits

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

CONGRESS MPs from Kerala protested out-
side Parliament on Tuesday, demanding in-
creased honorariums and retirement ben-
efits for ASHA workers.

Senior leader KCVenugopal said that de-
spite their huge contribution to Kerala’s
health sector, most ASHAs earned only Rs 233
per day, which too was not paid regularly.

Health Minister ] P Nadda informed
Rajya Sabha that the Steering Group of the
National Health Mission (NHM) had ap-
proved increased incentives for ASHAs,
which would come into effect soon.

Protests, blame game

Accredited Social Health Activists, or
ASHAs, are community health volunteers
serving in rural areas under the NHM.

On February 10, the Kerala ASHA
Workers’ Association (KAHWA) began a sit-
in protest outside the state secretariat to

press three demands: release of pending
dues, increasing the honorarium — the
amount paid to ASHA workers — from the
current Rs 7,000 to Rs 21,000, and retire-
ment benefits of Rs 5 lakh.

The protesters reiterated the long-
standing demand for ASHA workers to be
made regular employees.

Kerala’s CPM-led government has ac-
cused the Centre of not disbursing Rs 100
crore in health funds due to the state for 2023-
24. However, Nadda said on Tuesday that all
dues had been cleared, and alleged that Kerala
had delayed the process by not furnishing a
‘utilisation certificate’ saying the funds had
been used for their intended purpose.

Role of the ASHA

The National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM), which was launched in 2005,
mooted ASHAs as a new band of commu-
nity health functionaries who would work
in rural areas alongside the anganwadi
workers (AWWs) of the Integrated Child
Development Scheme (ICDS).

(NRHM and National Urban Health
Mission were subsumed in the NHM, which
was launched in 2013.)

“ASHA will be the first port of call for any
health-related demands of deprived sec-
tions of the population, especially women
and children, who find it difficult to access
health services,” a policy document intro-
ducing the scheme said.

ASHAs are expected to
disseminate awareness of
good health practices and
help marginalised communi-

POLICY

who have studied up to Class 10.

They are chosen in a rigorous selection
process that involves gram panchayats, an-
ganwadi institutions, community groups,
and self-help groups.

The scheme envisaged one ASHA per
1,000 population. According to the most re-
cent ASHA update released by the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare in 2022-23,
there were 9.2 lakh rural ASHAs
and around 79,900 urban
ASHAs in the country.

The largest numbers of ru-

ties utilise available public
health services such as district hospitals.
They support maternal and child care, en-
force immunisation drives, and help with
family planning initiatives and disease-based
prevention and mitigation programmes.
They also carry out periodic home visits,
and keep arecord of their progress in diaries.
An ASHA is typically a woman resident
of the village she serves, between the ages
of 25 and 45. Preference is given to married,
widowed, and divorced women, and those

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ral ASHA workers were in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and
Madhya Pradesh, according to the update.

What the ASHASs earn

When the scheme was framed, ASHAs
were imagined as honorary volunteers
whose “workwould be so tailored that it does
not interfere with (their) normal livelihood”.

But this is no longer the case, given their
crucial role as the first point of contact for
marginalised households seeking health-

care. Many ASHAs are engaged in the pro-
fession full-time.

However, the NHM sees ASHASs as vol-
unteers and not employees, which makes
them ineligible for earnings beyond task-
or activity-based incentives.

All ASHAs are entitled to a monthly in-
centive of Rs 3,000, which is split between
the Centre and the state.

However, Raji K, an ASHA in Kerala, told
The Indian Express that payment of the
monthly incentive was incumbent on their
completing specific tasks — and was often
not paid in full.

This is because certain schemes, such as
the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram that
focuses on early childcare, have limited ap-
plicability in districts with low childbirths,
Ajitha, an ASHA from Kollam, said.

Kerala ASHAs are entitled to Rs 500 for
the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram.

ASHAs also receive an honorarium,
which the state or Union Territory con-
cerned pays from its own funds. In Kerala,
the monthly honorarium is Rs 7,000.

However, the receipt of this amount de-
pends on the ASHA completing 10 tasks —
running a clinic, maintaining the ward re-
port, etc., each valued at Rs 700 — Raji said.

ASHAs also earn task-based incentives
under national health schemes, which vary
from scheme to scheme and its applicabil-
ity in a certain ward or area.

Kerala vs other states

While Kerala Health Minister Veena
George claimed last week that the honorar-
ium paid by the state was the highestinIndia,
a few other states pay a higher amount.

Sikkim has been paying Rs 10,000 to
ASHAs since October 2022. This month,
Andhra Pradeshincreased the honorarium
toRs 10,000, and also instituted a gratuity of
Rs 1.5 lakh for ASHAs who have completed
30 years of service.

In January, Karnataka raised the
monthly honorarium from Rs 5,000 to Rs
10,000, effective from April, after ASHAs in
the state began an indefinite strike seeking
a fixed monthly honorarium of Rs 15,000.
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HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
East Wing. 7th Floor, SwarnaJayanthi Commercial Complex, Ameerpet, Hyderabad-500038.

e-Procurement Tender Notice
NIT No:HMDA/DEV/CE/23/2024-25 Dt: 11-03-2025

Tenders are invited on e-procurement from valid Registered Contractors for the following work

S. No.1. Name of work: Construction of elevated corridor from Paradise Junction to dairy
Farmroad (NH- 44)

Tender inviting authority: Chief Engineer, HMDA

Last date for submission pre bid queries: 25.03.2025 up to 05:00 PM.

pre-bid meeting will be held on :26.03.2025 @ 03:00 PM.

Last date of submission bids online: 15.04.2025 up to 03:00 PM

For further details visit https://tender.telangana.gov.in _ S_d/-
DIPR R.O. No. : 1132-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2024-25 Chief Engineer,HMDA

On dated 20/03/2019 a girl named
Ishika d/o Sanjay and Durgi admitted
in Shishu Greh, Panchkula by the
order of Child Welfare Committee,
Yamuna Nagar. This girl was rescued
on complaint that she was beaten by

(E-AUCTION NOTICE)

Sr. Divisional Commercial ManagerPS, Marthern Rallway Dealhi Division invites bids
through e-Auwction throwgh IREFS (hitp:lireps.gowinf) for the allofment of under
mgrticn confracts alfallowing Railway statansfocations:

E-Catalogue No. | Date & Time
of bidding

£T.03. 2026
at 11 .00Hrs

28033025
ai11.00Hrs

Website particulars where complets
details of E-Auction can be seen

Railway Stations/Locations/Lots

Parking-07-2025 Creth (158 Entry ), Panipat {Car), Sakibabad, Okhla;

Eampia (2nd Entry) = Total 5 Siles

Parking-08-2025 Fanepat {151 Entey) | Cyele-Scocteri= Total 1 Site

http:ifireps.gowin/

All contractors who Intend to participate in the e-auctions conducted thraugh
E-Auction Leasing module of IREPS should fulil following mandatory
requiremeants before they can submit their bids: = Ragstraton on IREPS for
E-auction Leasing module - active IBEPS User Account for E-Auction Leasing
Module = Fayment of One Time Regsiration Fes - Cument Account in State Bank of
India = Integraticn of SBI Bank Account with IREPS Account = Lien Marking of Funids
= Lipdation of Turnover Details = Contractors who do not have IREPS account for any
module of IREPS can submil thair online reguest for registrabion by clicking on MNew
Vendors / Conlraclors (E-Tender/E-Auction Leasing) link on IREPS Home page.

Railway Authority Rivisional Railway Managers Office, Commaercial Branch,
tocontact, incase | State Entry Road, Mew Delhl 110055,
of amy guery Email: phg.delhidivision@gmail.com  Tel: 011-23743084

TO02025

Mo, Z3ACIIOE-AuctionPkg/2025 Dated: 12.03,2025

NORTHERN RAILWAY

her father who is permanent resident
of Arariya court Bihar and that time
living on rented house at Durga
Garden, Yamuna Nagar. At the time of rescue aged child
was about 6  months old. From
5-6 years, no parents or relatives have come to meet the
child. Therefore, keeping in view best interest of the child,
Child Welfare Committee, Yamuna Nagar has decided to
put the child in adoption process.

If her parents/guardians want to claim her they can contact
within 30 days address mention below with all relevant
documents otherwise she shall be legally free for adoption.

District Child Protection Unit, Yamunanagar
30-p, ground floor, sector-17, HUDA, Jagadhri
Yamunanagar 01732-237050, 237060, 1098.

NO. 32769/HRY

Tender Notice No | 232-Ele-TW-EMU-WC01-24-25
Owarhauling of Cummins Make Diesel Engines T5.'|:|E lN—NHL
Name of the work |\ pock KTA-19R & VTA-1710L} for the period of 03 years
Tender Cost MIL
Approximate cosi Re. &.57, 7245035 inclusive of GET
Eamest Monay Rs: 278900000 (fonfine payment mode available on IREFS websita]
Completion perlod 36 Months
last Validity of offer 50 days

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-Tender Notice

Sr. DEEEMUNGZB for and on behalf of Presidant of India, Invites opan a-tendar for the
urslar noled waork

Diate & Time from

tender advertised on 12.03. 2025 16:34 Hrs.

3- Tem gemn

Td aRer w1 giea R smar € R fag ad 2025-2026 @9 wfaared,
HFeX-12, BIREG o ATHA Gl SiT6 9 o AfIarerd & SaR & A1 et
T2 ETell e W aTeA Uik 21 deHiel e s ¥ R e g wieRee
21 % feTg (01.04.2025 | 31.03.2026 ) T-Teart ffaer fr=1 vl o a&d
AT T ST 8:-

9 HATed g1 fod g 2025-26 (01.04.2025 | 31.03.2026 @) * fA€ o9
AfaTer, FeeI-12, WISEIG § ared Wik @i Refd wd J0 32,21,460/- &0
T Fi i Retd &iHd 50 17,75,946/- F0 T oY Afearerd, Fee 12 FISER
IRER H Tefud g2if st 3k de, Aoft 9 Roid svimd i arferst 01 # g9t
g1 oft Toge Afe U S-framdt e =rear @ d sifrd Red ust @ e W
fafarer < Temar € e ares Wik & fTT 1,75,000/- (Teh TG TR 89 Fo )

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
Technological University

(Established by Government of Maharashtra and Governed by Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Technological University, Maharashtra Act No. XXIX of 2014)

www.dbatu.ac.in

Tender Notice No. : DBATU/Store/Various Deptt./2025/87

Date : 07.03.2025

FOLLOWING Tenders are invited by Registrar, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar

Technological University, Lonere.

End Date“

and Malaygiri Hostel.
plumbing and main section.
field.

University main playground.

Road at DBATU, Lonere.

building for front left side.
7. Procurement of Software’s for Computational Laboratory.

(ABCD Quarters).

Tenders Details Start Date

Online Mode (available on http://www.mahatenders.gov.in)  10.03.2025| 17.03.2025
1. Procurement of Software’s for Computational Laboratory. 09.00 am | 09.00 pm
Online Mode (available on http:/www.mahatenders.gov.in) | 10.03.2025| 17.03.2025
Tenders in B-1 format for the work at DBATU, Lonere

1. External Painting work of Gagangiri, Sahyagiri, Dhavalgiri 09.00 am | 09.00 pm

2. Construction of store house cum warehouse building for
3. Construction of compound wall with wire fencing for play
4. Providing synthetic treatment for existing basketball court at

5. Resurfacing after repairing, winding and strengthening of
existing internal road at Diploma wing premises and Nhave

6. Construction work above 2™ slab level of Diploma wing

8. Supplying, Erecting and Terminating 200 KVA Transformer
with DP Structure for University Professor Staff Quarters

Extension for tender, retender, corrigendum or change in schedule will be
published at http://www.mahatenders.gov.in for online mode only. Right to reject
any or all Tenders without assigning any reason thereof is reserved by the

University.

Date :

Sd/-
Registrar

IREPS website 5 5 NE
Kl & Ts oot tndps 20.03.2025 to 03.04 2025 12.00 H d e 125,000~ (¥ - Fo) T o fee
|submission start and end i R o 15,000/-Fo (T TR Fo ) U I AR STre A - Framdt & fore femre
Tender closing Date & Time 03.04 2025 12:00 Hrs THe % 9 H ST T9Ra ImEn § S 6w B@hl |
Date & Time of tendear Opening (immediately : m
whan tender submission ands) (12,08, 2025 2230 Hrd _ =0
Publication cost allocation 07041132 g9 o ot 2025-2026 % forg fisred aeft @t T
Mota: 1, All participant TerderanTanderars will submit their reguisite documants alon 5
with thefr tender offer. "No poat tender correspondence for submission of additicna 1 foremetin 321150
decument shall be enterlainad after opening of the Technical & Commercial offer. Evan
suc-mata post tender letaers of the tenders shall be freated a3 null & void”, Note 2 2 e 277444
Dupdicate documenis showd not ba enclossdiup boaded. Tendser Motice is avaitableon
websHE of wwaw ireps. gov.in >
232-Elect-TW-WC-01-24-25 Date: 12.05.2025 79312025 3 REll 213683
Serving Customers With A Smile -
g 4 [EETII 261932
5 fareran 233500
REBUILDING OF RCC
BOX CULVERT 6 farerati 225746
- — - E-Tender Notice No., SCL-
- ‘- Govt. Industrial Training Insfltute, S.ohna o ENGG-27-2025 Dated: 05-03- 7 fayen 216256
] B Gurugram-Alwar Road, Opposite Indri Road, Sk Incia 2025, E-Tenders are Invited by the 5 : 239975
Sohna, Gurugram ias D undersigned for the following works
Phone No: 0124-2262453 Brief Deecription of em: Fabuliding ol 9 ! fereran 209121
Email id:- sohna.giti@gmail.com RCC box culvert ai Br.No, 225 [1X1,83), |
227 (1X1.83) AND 308 (2X1,83) by Sl Fargi qar s i pre

R31C 531 o L L R G

TreR siEnfies afttero Weems, dear (rEum) # A= few T faero
ATHR ThU i Hresieh el feAie 24.03.2025 &1 Urd: 11.00 &S
TSTeR T 3TTEfiTer URTer T, e & Wi §-94 €, S8l 8, % SMER
W H AT Tegw wied/ded We § Wy @ e feArw
20.03.2025 &1 91a: 11 &1 W SIUeX 3.00 &of T AU H MR Y Hehdl
2| =reh! ) Tl fem v oid Hieh W &) S

BW/-1 | 15.00 hrs. of 01-04-2026 (n websie

m www. Ireps. gov.in
No. 32749/HR TSR Iitenfiter ufdteror G DAM (W), Lumding
W (T&U™ ) ,ﬂ HHITHEI.ET FROMTIER RAILWAY

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Limited

(CIN: U401 08JH20135GC001704)

Office of the General Manager, Transmission Zone-VIII, Chaitbasa
Chaibasa Bypass Road, P.O- Chaibasa, Distt- West Singhbhum, Pin- 833
E-mail ID- gmec bsa. tz8 @ gmail.com

e-TENDER NOTICE

201

E- Tender is invited in two parts i.e. Technical Part (Part—I) and Price Part (Part-11) from reputed, capable,
expenenced and financially sound firm/ agency / contractor for the following work:-

P BLImE e under §he (ursdsstion
ol ADENAgaraln (Balance work 1o ba
dona), Tender Value: T1, 13,96 848 46/
Eamest Money: 72,07 000/, Date and
time of cloaing of ender: 15.00 his
of 01-04-2025 & will ba apened al
15.00 hra. of 02-04-2028, The complale
Inloemation wilh the lender documants
ol apove @-lendar will ba avallatla

Serving Cusbioiners WK A Smife

=MET | (Self undertaking )

(Self undertaking)

No. 32755/HRY

fafaee A arel fFdl o wHAHER & favg #iIE Rl U e T8 B
o fpHl & foomw sifEnmyfaare fedt amy=mmem ¥ wafea =@ @

o TRAW H fRE off fawm gR1 =t fafes 7 811 (Self undertaking)

1. A iR, HE 9 hIERLE gl % e fRe w1 freiRor 3t smden @i fafyr
q diefl AT < MR W o S |

2. SWw  i-fremt O % faw feAie
(https://eauction.gov.in) W 3T T |

13.03.2025 &

/-
Fd: IUH, HIETETE |

SR
No.

NAME OF
BOARD/CORP./AUTH

NAME OF WORK
NOTICE TENDER

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE (TIME)

AMOUNT / EMD (APPROX.)
IN RUPEES

WEBSITE OF THE BOARD
CORP./AUTH

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

EOI FOR INSTALLATION OF DECENTRALIZED

GROUND/STILT MOUNTED GRID CONNECTED

SOLAR POWER PLANTS OF CAPACITY 500 KW

TO 2 MW WITH AGGREGATE CAPACITY OF 7
MW ON BARREN/ UNCULTIVABLE AND

AGRICULTURAL LAND FALLING WITHIN A

RADIUS OF 5 KM FROM SUBSTATIONS

NOTIFIED BY UHBVN UNDER COMPONENTA

OF PM KUSUM SCHEME.

1. UHBVN CLOSING DATE 27.03.2025

EMD 2 LACS

/2024-25

www.uhbvn.org.in
TENDER NO- EOI-01/CE/Comml

01722524232
cecommercial@uhbvn.org.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

No. 32774/HRY

HINd AR - Hafer f@ar [ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA - DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
Frrfor e aspesro g, vwrdiewefi-one | CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE GROUP, SDSC-SHAR

Stefmier | Feam (Rrem), 9. [ SRIHARIKOTA - 524124
it g—Ffagr == | Brief E- TENDER NOTICE

s—Fifag] |a1 4 e- Tender Notice No: CMGICICONI248742

ferfén Date, 11.03.2025

qNE T & N 9, "EPC Ry M

F fern g—ffaer & wram 1 a2 2 MAfaew it
FraqaarE v @ ged #

www.tenderwizard com/ISRO 5% |

wiww, tenderwizard.com/ISRO for defails

(d&wr—6) uw SSLV watas uRww (SLC), fowdas va
Hoa o did®, cefeal=, afvamg o Freifafeaa sl & sy gag fida, o= wees,
Farepdia wen wifas sl afta weras Gl | giaenst @ Feio §) o 9u=m 1493 9240 500 Cum
weeft sia shoerany, (i) arer srer amgRl womeh, (i) 400 Cum &= wid WoEw SHvsanms ¥ vy w194
g g e it wree, (iv) 9re st & feg 400 Cum Sioaans a2 Wy 8194  (Rs. 827.00 @)
1 Al 8 | e Swra 02/04/2025 51 14:30 A4 T
et wan #q T=uw Mg s J99Ec wwwisro.govin

Cn behalf of Prasidant of India, onfine EPC tenders ara invited through e-iendenng for "Construction of Ancillary services/
facilities with allied Civil, PH, Electrical & Mechanical works, including: (i) Water treatment plant and 500 Cum
domestic water GLR, {ii} External water supply system, (iii) 400 Cum raw water collection GLR cum pump house and
pumps & pumping mains, (iv) 400 Cum GLR and Pump house for External Firefighting at SSLV Launch complex
(SLC), Tiruchendur & Sathankulam Taluks, Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu on EPC Mode - Il (Package-6]" (Rs. 827.00 Lakhs);
Tender documents can be downloaded up fo 02/04/2025, 14:30 hrs. Interested tenderers may visit www.isro.gowv.in or

gemefa- wye wens, el | vadiyad) g | Sdi- GROUP HEAD, CMG | SDSC SHAR

®RIAicie AfRIAI B SRITGRI, TolodRoZotlo, Fcl

3. [faer sraig aifd areuseis i s

(Two Envelope System)
(2™ Call)

Ir = - . i ; . =0T TF IT3TETC L 3 TR canstruction of new Heallh unif, new shaf
T I Eotimnted | Earment st o Teisdor ot f=ifaaT s YuaT Hen-NREP/KHUNTLF,-15/2024-25 =% —11.03.2025 =T @, aeTepEE, Reaae : \ il

LN AT M, Deseriptivns of Wark Cosl incl My N rundablel (R r?.."l_—":lTr -.|":|—|' —,[L—EIF q-lﬁ-rl- TH quarters, new Foob Dyel BI.IJ!]E-' o

[ taxes (Rs.) | Doposit(Rs) | (om-Pefuncahie) (ts) FE T AT 5 Rourkeda end, platform shed works on

529 Ulmtzourcing mandayvs for opemtiosal work 2 £0.08 6560 {00000 + 188 GST = | | : ) ; I A e | ?Tf':‘_'"l qﬁﬂTﬂT ﬁltlﬂ Tl T ?-I'J:I'I:"ﬁ =1 i ”lb'_"-l EIRRELEED I I riewd prlatforms and EHES1ING Flatforms,

PRIJUSNL of G55 under transmission division, Chaibasa | =77 7700 | spom00n | ol i b LB R sty i (e &) | rifir (@) fofoso BU/ECC(DjAgi2024- | | Platiarm surtacing works. construction of

| 2024-2 | Tor BY 2025:26 1. Tor 12 months ; = = 2 — [ - — - | s ; gl o bus bays, road works and other

LRI Preveitive,periodic and breakdown RO+ TR %] - £ 3 | - | ! 3 ! 25— 33/11 Wodlo JUW, passenger amenities works, draln works &
IPR/TUSNI maintenance Work of 13233 K Grid Sub- | 231332500 | 4700000 | o0 ey ! | 3 h'?;* ”“JIT :[']I‘-Iil ﬁf’l‘*;"ﬁ‘(;‘-:‘;‘ {ULmrhT::IIE:::z I:I'::J’:"'ﬁ“;hck e faEa 2vEfiead HifNEw | |other misc, works under Chakradharpur
2024-23 Siation, Chakradharpar for FY, 2025-246 ; o s ¢ 4 i o HIE g ey : lvision of 5, Railwi the

T | 337 PRILEN _‘-.Tu:T:l-II-:'-_I';rﬁl_|';i.;:{lﬁﬁi_ln-?_’:':1:’-]f.‘- i in school Campus, Constrection of Kitchen Shed and Khunti 145.984 0.10 11 HiE hid=2. =1t & LR TR C i Li:l:n'::";m:i nsl UEy GE*;;E:'B:JI'::::E:'Uﬂ;
L Grid Sub-Station Gailkera for F.Y. 2025 22.60,19600 | 4goopae | oo ! RO L. _mata, wort st ST ¥ esicental (irls Sehool Kind T, ATETEIETH, TS BRI HT| | approx. Cost : 149.74 Crors: Bid
'|'|'| +5 a El !I{'."l:'l H‘IE_W H:'IE[-ITW _‘Tl = LS -

Ui L _ . . . e, S SN U 3 HEEE | | Security : ¥26,37,100.00 | Completion

4| SERPRIUSN Anmual Malnienanasce of 13233 KY Grid DA 3 R AT 1. _ﬁﬂ?ﬁlﬁl*lmlﬁf  fo TTamET www jharkhandtenders. gov.in 7 73 | e R b P period : 18 months: Clasing Date
L Sub-Saation Kendpos for the FY 2025-26 24,64 426, Dl 50,000 00 Cannig s 2. HTITET W Ferfde warer @1 fifen—17.03.2025 ST9RTE 200 i : mﬁm | PEREl TR I']- {19.04 EﬂIEE-. F m.'{.lwlngl lender has besn
L | {ie, from 01-04-2025 10 31-03-2028) ' 35—l oY affm fafEr vo w9 —24.03 2025 TS 5:00 B UE W, @ Ter wwwodvwnl.org 79 uplcaded on website www.ireps.gov.in

3 | S3WPRIILSN Aual Mainicnance Work of L3253 KV T [T e <0000 + 149 GST 4. g —TAfeey i fao ga aren o i Sfiaeee) ST ae ST Rl gE e 24.03,2025 HOUES 500 9 T (o hitp:ijetender.up.nicin T &% | 26| | The tender will be closed at 12:00 Hrs on

I-.-|-|_1 . Tu:lr::l Sub-Slatvwm Monohamuar s B Y, 2602 2402, 154 ok AELLIHEAK) £ QD)L Procurement Poctal -'hd.I'J-.ILIJ'.IIJ.lLl'ldL [ g, il E_"Tré:' JR00—180—3023 due date. Inlerested tenderers may visd
T ';—l,.,."-—;'-{}:'rL;W Ukt Mk TR Oed . ffiran e (Technical Bid) @1 fafir—26.03.2025 %t siwames 200 %4 | _ 5 website www.ireps.gov.in for full details/
L i 5:::,'m:ﬂﬁ:ﬁ‘,‘,;,u,u, e BY ﬁ,_,f,.il-.,., T Ty — AR T F T 1 O i o o B o o M e o e W B e - B s e o el 2 R £ o o RO il fe o faee Tard” description/specification of the tenders
- - o . . T S e etigy 5 A0 019a014370 S ermail; -dwmmhnn,]} il LI]I.-'II' COm - = and submil thelr bids onlee. In oo case
202425 1, ey AN <EhdT0E2S b 3 =02 Al /5 i/ 'z .__.-:._!. 3 i i

T o TRAUSN T Pevenive pbriodic and raakdown —— 7. i NI Fan Qi ST ) A T Ue-aE W § | FE E e o o e o e || 2 206, ]”:T'” a{i0) /30 /%2 | | manual tenders for these lems will be
L mainienance Work of 13233 KV Grid Sub- | 26,18346.00 | s3gopgn | Syt © A G8TS BT U 9 Hee S wg gy Ay A @ | 4 AT GZIRAEE oy anfiren | [@cvepted, NB: “Prospective Bidders

| zoaaers Siation, Rajkharsawan for Y, 2024 - 25 i PR.NO.348483 NREP(24-25):0  Dra0rad Sifatrol, Todededio B | may regularly visit www.ireps.gov.in to

& | S6LPRAUSH Anmu] Maintenance Work of 13233 KV R TR : participate in all other tenders.”

] Cird Sub-Smon Sikuren CESA) for FY 2340745 Mk A7 LM AK] ;h.‘.ll'_r:H;l.l i . . : {PR-1227)
1024-25 2025 - 26 -- Co Bl The Odisha State Co-operative Milk
8 | ARIPRIUSN Anmual Maintersnce Work of 2200132 KY - e . 0o
rid Sub-Station Uliburi(CBS e | 1vgpa 500000 + L% GST Producers’ Federation Limited
I_:IJ: 4-24 ':'L'IULL*- 5'-|-!!::1'|-'-||':'" S ae ol i i 5N ﬂ'm EE d D-2, Sahid Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751007 1 - -

1€} Sl PRILUSN Annual |:||.l|_'%r]-.|.'l.3||.||3 work of [32/33 KV ___ pm—— | PH NO. : 0674-2546030,2540273,2540417,2540974 .ﬂ"ﬂ E\i 3o "o IH THE m‘um uF SH' mﬁ VINAY
1 (i8S Skurasasl CHSA-I) for the perid from | 5 9 59 50 S 60000 2 MK+ [RY GET www.omfed.com E-mail ID: omfed@yahoo.com FHUNE  fafes é—ﬁﬁﬁf SINGH. LD. DISTRICT JUDGE
2024-25 from 1] (M.2025 10 31 03,2026 for E.¥ Skpeaklis e 2.950.00 E TENDER NOTICE o B‘I'T"T Freferfiad e / ST (COMMERCIAL COURT-03),

MIT5-26 = . .

11 | 5es/PRIOLUSN [ Annma J.iuu_-..I:Luc;uug work of 20041 52033 OMFED invites item rate bids in Double cover system in on-line mode system from experienced “B & above” class et %@ -St—i:_-liaal o9 H WEST DISTRICT, DELHI, ROOM No.
|_:. ” b-"- ,:j:,;_.,; l-|I!:lilnll'|1:S.H-L|1|L|r ”'ll.!‘;'.'ll-'l.'ll:'il - — — E_IIIHHH'J FTRY GST contractors.toward's “Design,. Constrtl,ction & Renqvation of Civil, Structural, Internal Electrification, landscaping TrﬁoQ’{:[o‘ao -E[ tl'x_rﬁ%_c{, Qﬁ'ﬁgﬁ 'Qa 347\'!“43?1' Eﬂ:!-. EXTENSION BUILDING EHEW'.
2024225 froam from 0804 3025 030 032026 for FY. 5 G0 K work at Tirtol, Dist. Jagatsinghpur”. Interested bidders may download the Tender Document from The OMFED web . . SECOND FLOOR, TIS HAZARI COURT,

| T site www.omfed.com only for reference. Bid document will be available in the online portal https://tendersodisha.gov.in 3a;§|i| / ‘ZFEﬁ '{3 3 <l ‘s‘—ifli%lal l:i|é§| DELHI

12, | 56ePRILSH | A nnual Houe keepang work of 132/33 KV Z T from 10.00 AM of 13/03/2025 to 5.00 PM of 02/04/2025 for bidding. Tender cost of Rs.10000/-+18%-GST along with W <7 http://etender.up.nic.in W
1 {55 Manoharpur for the ngi._-.u from from | 2R 37500 2 00 (6 :'FH:_H” - ER% GET - E.M.D. of Rs.1,53,032/- shall be deposited through online portal .The technical Bid shall be opened at 03.00 PM on e g ﬂp p SUMMON FOR PUBLICATION
2473 0004 2025 16 31 03 20268 for F. Y. 202594 295000 03/04/2025 at the OMFED Corporate Office in the presence of the interested bidders. The corrigendum/amendment to this 3 % | ”::‘lal qcd 3i|q¥|é| Afed PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

13 | 36T PRIUSN YT, H'-"'*:il.l.l:l."l e 1It—'|—:-—_i-_1; o T T notice if required shall be published only in the OMFED website and will not be published again in newspaper. qar el fsT 3T|'{‘o?ﬁ'oTyﬂ'o'Q’{3[o/ ATTEMDAMCE OF DEFENDANT
LI.I {I';':T kl;;k”dh;.lrl:.ll_: Iﬂlt |r|."_l .IL;l,_::l nl:"??;" T8 0] f ) 16 000 00 :_.-I.:I:;: bR G5 Management reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the bid documents or part thereof without assigning any rea;(()ir/l. THoTFo 3T|_$:0a0/a'55 T % omead 9 (Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code of Civil

| 2024-23 G 04 M5 26 for 203 .
T3 [SERPRAUSN | Amoual Homsekeeping work of 13233 KV R — OIPR- 06063/11/0145/2425 Managing Director srefteor - sfvrer, fega oROr AUSH-gerw Pratedure)
Lf - 1.%4!-{.1J_|E|l,1r:_¢1,|.:|;11|;.r the p-_r:._'.:ll ”:l":;m”l 13 25 609, 0 31,0000 -=..-.|||IHF| Eida G RIS &+ 31-\@—;;[:[ é['q;’ o oo ‘a'g_" gf:g CS (Comm.)No,/207/2022
“'LI 2 (.04 2025 10 31.03. 2026 for FY, 2025-24 ! . Imid
s M bl R U S T s e, foer, smam fawrw, weien, wReEre §| 00 | STATE BANK OF INDIA - ... intiff

15 | SemPRIUSN Anmuial Howsekeeging work of 13233 KV TS0 + 8% GST - [:HEHHA.I METHDP“LITﬂH WATEH EUPPLT AHD SEWEH“EE H‘ﬂ.ﬂ“ﬂ AN 3 " R NEEIS | STATE BANK OF INDIA Plainti
L/ {358 Goitkera for the peried from from 128237500 2600000 | S sl 2 NOTICE INVITING TENDER THROUGH e -TENDER Heferd =re] @rdl Ho (Current Account)- Vs

R L S LY 8 NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING 7107816836, IFSC Code- IDIB000D566 SURENDER KUMAR. ... Defendant

) Sk ¥ L cping work of 135353 KY g : : e : , . .
L 4SS Kendposi for he pericd from from 152560000 | 3100000 n::::: L e-bids are invited from the eligible bidders for the following work as per the # 2UeT FoH i fAih qo S A | S - T,
| 203325 L6000 2028 v 30,03, 2026 for F '; "“;‘" -2 = procedure of CMWSS5B under two cover system conforming to the Tamil Nadu fafaer =1 e/ 3 &1 AR (Defendant)
4 TIPRELSN Tizk L ¥ Al 142 . - I i i

i ST1PRILEN ."':r!|:|| al He |.. LkL- T Wi r.L il |. Ky e 2 SO0.00 + 8% GST = Trﬂﬁﬁp‘ﬂfﬁnw in Tenders Act, 1998 and Rules 2000, 3{(@%—{?‘-[@ Eﬁ foram El'ﬁ—'é; FROT Ts!?ﬂﬁ WW surender Kumar S/o Shri HEIE“{'H
L G55 Noamundi for the period from from 10,35, 1 47,00 21,000 ) 3 S Kumar, R/o Kharak Gangar, Near Kharak
2024-25 L0 2025 to 102126 for FY. 2025-24 : . 2] Q%l“ SIEGI SESSICS ‘{ﬂ'@ J . S =

: b4 U104 2025 1o 31 01126 for F.Y. 2025 &, Mame of work and Bid nl:;:-:lnd Eu;maliginn GHEE“J.." . | fafer < Gl KRR Gangar Shiv Mandir, Jind - 126113
Notes:- Mo Tender No. Security sutvin | Bovetidsiod iR ol Gsiferd e Al g BNt A ke I W Haryana

|, Start date time for download of tender paper - 17/03/2025 at 02:00 PM. Dk Bl ChiralE B T ale STl ST | 3Ta: W8 @l 39S W & fau Also At Constable In 51 BN BSF Lali

£ 5 o s : ek ; s : sian, Build, rate sfar el =

2. Last date and time for upload of tender 07/ 2025 upio 03:00 PM. st E? MLD T:apac:ity Waterl IRIH JeHEe kil Haffd S@d w1 =nfeu | 1- Buitding Shahbad Daulatpur Sec. 26

. LA i e . 3 ) | ] i
i' D]'u'., ?ﬂj ik “”I-"" "Lfﬁﬁimnl‘l Udt. pl‘_'ztll 5 S ':?"'Igih'_ﬂ?i_a_t_ ?3'3_{_‘ Flh:l'l e Treatment Plant at Surapet| o ., .. |26.03.2025 | 16.04.2025 | 17.04.2025 3-fafaar  Wemr-01/30dtoowHo 12025 Rohini New Defnl.
e-Tender document an ij_u ng terms & condi m!].a. ender specification can be downloade 1, including cormprehenisive Opetation . v at upto aftar 2026, T T fiH 07-04-2025 ﬁl@ﬁw WHEREAS you, in view of the reports
from wehsite hitp:/jharkhandtenders.govin. Any detals clanfication required in this regard canalso Lakhs 11.30 AM > already recetved, cannol be served in
R " g R (i M B e e d Maintenance for 10 years. ~EAM. | 3.00 P.M 330 P.M WGUS-TrIA & T=Wid 132 hodlo ITAHIA ; i ;
be ohtamed from the office of the undersigned during office hours. Please contact- 9470320759 Tor any L ; N . . . . ) ordinary way. It i5 hereby notified that
enquiry. NIC helpline no, 0651-2400178, CNT/WSSINCB/&A/IB58/2024-25 Tl S Afehe T o TR TR TFo- it you shall not defend the case on the

5. The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode only

6. Bidder shall deposit tender fee & EMD as mentioned above through online mode-as per rules of e-

tendermg porial
I there s sudden anfnouncement of boliday by Govt, or Migam on the da
date of submission of bid then the next working day will be considensd

te of opening of fender/ last

. Mo claim shall be entertained on sccount of disruption of internet services being used by bidders.
Bidders sre advised fo upload their bids well in advance to avoid |ast minute technical snag

wita vd wsgfea # ot gad | Fwar sot
f3repal BT 18003456570(FHT TeX) WY &oi R |

PR 348480 Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd{24-25)D
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TURNKEY CONTRACT FOR
SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND

COMMISSIONING ETC.

E-Tender No. : Mech-LMG-ET-
19-2024-25, Dated: 10-03-2025,
E-Tender are invited by the
urdhers:gned for the following work,
Mame of work : Turnkey contract
fof supply inatatiation and
commissioning of Plant &
Equipmant along with relatad
infrastructure and operation of
Mechanized Laundry at Badarpur,
collection of sailled linen fram
conchas al Badarpur Rallway
Station and loading of washad
linen In coaches at Badarpul
Railway Station for & period of 10
yoars under BOOT {Build-Qwn-
Dparate-Tranaler) Modasl
Estimated Total Cost of Waork:
£81 37 27 808 65/-, Annual valua
aof work: €0,.13.72, TR0, BE/-,
Earnest Money $32,18 800/-,
Cate & tima of closing of tender
at 15:00 hrs. on 01-04-2025 For
complate Information with the
tandar document of above a-
tendar will be available in the
wabsile www. iraps gov.in

DME, Lumding

(D] HUETHEHT FIHJHTIEH HHI.'I‘M‘I’

sevving Cuafomdrs With 4 Smide

5. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

Far-and an behalf of President of [ndia, the
Chiel Engineer {ConlIVGREC, South
Eaztemn Ralhway, Kolkata-700043 invites
e-Tendar for the following works : 81, No.
1, e-Tender Notice No, : 4556-GRC-CE-
C-ll-08-2025; Brief Description af
Warks @ Composite work for Execiilion of
Mass, Wworks al Jharsugueda in conmnechon
with the yard remodeling works af
Jrarsuguda passenger and goods vard
|I'||'“_.||.|l:!||'|g he works of utlll[y' $h||'|ir'r-;_‘5| ke

document,

EMD by online transfer only through tender Portal. The tenderer shall submit
2, |scanned copy of online transaction statement towards EMD as parl of Tender

schedule in the website from 13.03.2025.

Availability of tender documents and e-bid submission is permitted through tender
3 [portal [ website:www.tntenders.gov.in. For all other details refer tender

RASHEIH

120 (EH-0) @t WIfRT ¥ F=fyd & |
PRI AR Fo 6500/- ey qu= o1 SHwwet
qfed oI FO 590/- TEL/-(H<E FAR)
Srefteror STvEwT Tag@ URWUT HUSH-WOW
TAeh: 268/ fToUToHoHo faar 20242025,

Transmission Zone-VIIL, Chaibasa

Sd/-
General Manager,

DIPRS00 Tenden' 2025

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

fedih :-12,03,2025

19th day of MARCH 2025, the day fixed
for the fmal disposal, § will be heard and
determined ex-parta

GIVEM under my hand and the seal of the
court on this 07th Day af NOV.,2023.

DISTRICT JUDGE

(COMMERCIAL COURT-03), WEST

TIS HAZARI COURT, DELHI

(CONTRACTS & MONITORING)

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

PROFORMA 10-02
INDIAN RAILWAY
“"WARNING TO ROAD USERS"

Mo.: ELICTRIVEIG/2.2KVIRE(Excl.)- NNL {Incl.), Date; 26.02.2025

It is notified for information of the public that the overhead traction wire will
energized on 2. 2KV (Anti-Theft charging) on or after 28.02.2025 over the
section RE (Excl.) - NNL (Inch) Section from KM 00/214.50 (Loc. RE
1202) to Km. 01/424.00 (Loc. 01/19) UP Line & KM 00/601.50 (Loc. RE
1252) to Km. 53/20.00 (Loc. 53/02) DN Line section of Jaipur Division of
Morth Western Rallway. Height gauges have been erected at all the lavel
crossings with clear maximum height 6.8 Mtr above road level with a
view to prevent loads of excessive height from coming into contact or
dangearous proximity to live traction wires (contact wire). Public are heraby
notify to observe the height specified above for the purpose of loading
vehicies and to see that the load camied in road wehicles do notinfringe the
height gauge underany circumsiances.

The dangers of a load of excessive height are as follow: -

1. Danger to the height gauge and conseguent obsiruction to the road as

i RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.

O/ SE (TD=I1), 505, Dreamax Plaxza, Jaipor, Emall: setd3 & rmaancom

.E—TE_HDER MNOTICE : TN-44 (RVU2425WLOB02190)

E-tenders are imvited for EPC Package for supphy and instaflation of 300 Cusbéc
Meter, Hr capacity RO [Reversa Osmasis) Plant for treatment of plant effluent water for
plant reuse Lo« |,‘:|“'.'.|.|:.:|- ALD requirernent &l 2obe0MAW Units# &5 & 6 IE3|.||||:°:.'-:’||I|l:'.’|! TPE
CECTRP, Chhabra, District Baran. Tender detatls are available an websites
http:/feprocrajasthan.govin (for e-tender], www.energy.rajasthan.govin/reunl
& wenw sppR. rajasthan.gow.in.,
-Rllj--‘iin'mid.l'm'l-.-"luilﬁ"ﬂ

RVUN/PR-4159 Superintending Engineer (TD-I1}

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice
Invitation of tendar through E-tendering [(e-Procureamant Systerms)

|NIT No. ; 257637RT

Mame of Work and its location ; Tender for "CAMC of shower fest system at
ROMISHP"

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR.

No. NIT2024-253196-605  oreerein & Pafiqar T WS 515,2024-25 Date: 11.03.2025
fretferfiad =T % g S / <ToT TRRR o i) T U T s SeAt o ve s T @ freifa
g § E-UrerRie ufean 3 i Fiaer st @ S €

®E T faerur *E T A AT A (F.)

Renewal/Strengthening work of various remaining misc. Portions from Sikar

to Khur-on Kotputli-Sikar-Kuchaman Road. UBN: RRC2425WLOB00939 1372.64 Lakh

& NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

No. CIJHEMSEGWLWYNsie-Auclion/Z025 Dated : 11.03.2025

E-AUCTION NOTICE

G Bazhadl of Presidenl of India. The Sanior Divisional Commercial Manager, Modh
Ceniral Railway, Jhans! invibes &-a0el|on &% per categories given &% under

Category : Misc-Static-Service-Water Vending Machines

o & weifim oo # fafoer ok, s TR, SRAEE w9 WieH @ Al dfed qegul foer ve geiee Jemre:
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in 21 http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in/rsrde ™ @1 5
TRl T | T TaSH! Hl I fefSied sRmeR % wegw 9 e http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in R IRREE HA

3TETF € e

Catalogue Mo. : WYM-GWL-01-25

Assel Detalls @ Allotmant of Water Vending Machines (WWRs} al Gwallor Rallway
Station of Jharnsi Division

GVK Power (Goindwal Sahib) Limited

Regd. Office: Plot No. 10, Paigah Colony, Sardar Patel Road, Secunderabad- 500003,
Telangana, India CIN:U40109TG1997PLC028483
(A wholly owned subsidiary of Guru Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPL)
(A step down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)

Units (Station) : 03-Units (Gwalior Railway Station)

PF & Location : 1. PF-1 One machine near cubward parcel office fowards AGC end.
2, PF-2'3-0ne machine patwean water booth and OS0PF lowards AGC end,
3. PF-4-Cne maching betwean COP Mo, 08 and COP No. 09 fowards WGLJ end.

Auction Start : Dated 24.03.2025 at 10:00 hrs

Auction End : Dated 24.03.2025 at 10:30 hrs.

Electrical Dept. Head GATP, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for the work of:
dated 12/03/2025

Frospective bidders |s requested to visit e-Auction Leasing Moduls on IREPS
webslie (www.ireps.gov.in). The Lol-wise detalls are avallable therain under the

Approx. Cost of work @ Bs. 1,90.522.08/- including GS5T
{Rs, One Lakh Minety Thowsand Five Hundred Twenty Tworand palse Zero Eight anly)

Earnest Money : Rs. 3,800/

Completion period of work | 30 months of date of executios of work
Cost of Tender document on cashiby post | MIL

Tender Closing Date and Time : Upbo 35:00 hrs. on 02,04, 2025

1 |Tender Enquiry No. 026/GATP/ELEC/PA/20017520
“TENDER FOR Supply of PA FAN Induction Motor”
at 2X270 MW Guru Amardas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goindwal Sahib,
Distt.: Tarn Taran, Punjab as per details given in the tender
specifications.

abovementioned Catalogue Number.
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well as the Railway lines. 2. Danger to the materials or equipment camied
or the vehicles itself. 3. Danger of fire and nisk of life due to contact with or

dangerous proximity to the conductors. ) . )
Deputy Chief Electrical Engineer

Construction-ll, Jaipur
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For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from

U-1/4 , BT, WO

Websile particulars notice board location complete detalls of tender can be 12/03/2025 from 17:00 Hrs onwards. #__Em
seen : Above tendar avaitable on IREPS site i.e. www.ireps.gowvin Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at| | ___ R s, T D e R L L L S
e Ma.: 25T6E3TRT Dated: 12.03.2025 TRRI2025 https://eproc.punjab.gov.in Iq ..._'r:'l;lg]ﬁ-."ﬂ d_-ll.l;l..l -.IILI-__IE_"-TE’IIP-J .:.nr.u_.i‘r.r. r_{.grl'::ﬁl-”-ll IJ-,I-:;-_}:I-:&! J hrl;,;e—rl-m_—u-#-la.::-.g;l]
[GUIARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORFORATION LIMITED = fErrots T N B R B R R Wl L B R R E TR A R P Ll L L AL TR W il
, @ (A Government of Gajarat Undertsiing) SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE No. 42508/PB GATP-13/25 | Vi et & d—Pafirerd] aeifien o) arvelt 8, Fverast anwave avedt o) wrepeadiom sy 2
| = Regd. OfMice: Block No, 14/1, 'e]NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY oy - Tonal Office, Dehradun: Mahavir Tower, SL Jude's Cressing, Shimla Byepass Road, 1o@H Ho 1 @4 W aiE Pl Rais 17032025 @1 gals 1100 99 W fRale
Dr. Jivraj Mehia Bhavan, Sector- 10, Gandhinagar E-TENDER NOTICE * = a1t Sy Sevia Kalan, Dist, Dehradun - 246171 Tel No. 2640046, 2641002 07.04 2075 F AWEFE 500 a9 T5 yTAL $ W wSdl F, Frd (375 0804 2025 5
| - (179.21250767, 21250766, 21357698 - _ . Bank of India Emaib: I'.'In!'nal:Iun.AFtlJEElh:nl:ufunclla.c-:r.ln l{..fr:q. 11.00 Tt WA AT (o wiEes)
TENDER NOTICE NO : GMSCL/D-15/2024-25 On behal of the Tresident of Indiz, NOTICE FOR PUBLIC AUCTION OF PLEDGED GOLD ORNAMENTS/ARTICLES PR G0 e e 0 A W A e 9 e A ) e & e
Tenders Aare invited online from repubed aGC;‘t?gSil;lgtlilgN E 1eRai1i$3§Ct IZZ?I?age;r IWis hereby brought o the notice of the following gold loan barrowers, theirlegal heirs, persons engaged in business of -'r-1'~'.1_'c'~_-u:'- W BT we | - & morm O a0 owe  ral FiRend e fEe
| Manufacturersformulators’ Direct importers for Insecticide invites the f(;110\'7vi'n e—TenZlI’er' g gokd ornaments’articles and general public thal inspite of repeated reminders / nolices by the Bank the following r'_"_‘_“" U :
ems (Temephos 50% EC, Alphacypermethrin 5% WP & S.No.-1 E—Tenderl%o - CPM-GS-IZN- borrowers are nat repaying their dues to the Bank. il i il wma e
| Miffubearoron 25% W) on Rate contract basis and details 2625:01’ Name of work: Feasibility Motice ks hareby publishad that if they fail to deposit all thair dues in their respactive gold loan accounts {including up-lo- 1 | Selection of Contracior to implement Integrated -Soiid Waste Management | 523.61
of  specification, quantity is available @®. | |tudy, survey and preparation| [date interestand all costs, charges/ expenses)by 28.03.2025 (date), then from 10.00A.M to 2.00 P.M . of 28.03.2025 Sanvices peraining 1o Door4o-Door Collection & Transporiation, Dispasal
| hiips://pmpecl guijnratgovia ANl tender documents can be f DPR for construction of ROB/ (date) their pledged gold omaments! articles will be put up for public auction in the branch premises. Forthis, Bank shall of Wasle o nearesl ULE's processing unlfs in an Emvironmentally Compliant
| downloaded Tree on ithe wehsiie: 0 R Tor ¢o struction o ; - : ] : marmer alongwith Roads Sweeping, Drain Cleaning & Green Area cheaning
{ I . o TP bidders v RUB in lieu of 28 level crossing in not be held responsible for any inconvenience of damage caused to the concemed barrowers and no allegation or (Horticuture Waste) on OMM basis of UPSIDALA. Sahibabad Site-d, Ghaziabad
| requesied to submil the tender through e-tender process. RMU- LKU Section of Izatnagar represeniations will be enteriained from any borowens in his regand on QCBS basis for 8 Minimum pericd of 03 Years and theneaSer can be
f_f)ﬁﬁl.:ian ﬁF&mlﬂ:ding of tender document (online):- Division. Approximate Value (Rs.): Persons interested 1o ake parl in the bidding should depasil Rs. 500/- (Rupaess Five Hundred Only) with the Branch exlended for 2 Years |1 Year &1 a Sme an musual agreement basis)
' 2 /) 3 up 1018.00 Hrs < 2,12,67,911.76, Earnest Money (Rs): Managar befora the schaduled tmefdata owards samest monay. Persons having lakan part in final bidding must be 2 |Sakuclion of Contractee o mplernenl integrated Scid Waste Management | 98,10
[ Last date for Submission -[:Inri'ﬁ':"_“}: M up 10 15-00 HRS % 2,56,300/-, Cost of Tender Forms able to deposit full amount 10 the Bank within 48 hours, failing which their earnest money deposited with the Bank will b Sanvices perlaning t Doordo-Door Collecion & Transportalion, Despasal
| Last date for submission of EMDYTender Foo (Physical) : (Rs): Nil, Completion Period: 06 (Six) forfeited Bank reserves the right to cancel the auction without assigning any reasons in case, the bidding price so arrived of Waste fo nearest ULB's processing unils in an Environmantally Compiant
| e “'_M HRS : Mont'hs.' at, is observed to be low orinadequate, 3% GST will be applicable on auction price additionally and the same will be paid "i'“"f"” H_lt‘n:g*'-"‘-'l Roads IE‘-*‘*WP_'WJ.‘ Erl_?n Claaning & Green Ama claaring
' . : o : ) ¢ Bidding Start Date: 19-03-2025. by bidder. Further, if need, Bank reserves the right to change the date, time or place of the above scheduled auction or (Hartizullure Wasts} on (M basis of UPSIDA 1A Partapur & Udnyog Puram
Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 05/04/2025 At 15-00 o L o inal : e Mpirt on QCBS Basis for a Maimum period of 03 Years and thereaftsr can be
ast date of submission of above cancel the sama withaut assigning any reasons theraon. : o Ay i e :
| HRS, ; exierdid for 2 Years (1 Year a1 a Sme on musual sgreement basis}
. E-Tender up to 15:00 hrs. on 02-04-2025 Bt A N N of Hett Weiah A | e of Fodacir | : T T—y 1T 116 79
. . ) z coount No. ame e eight . . Zalection of Canfracior 1o implement integrated Salid Waste Managamer | 115,
| Interested  Manufacturesformulators/Direct  Imporiers are ; Slgzti{Of P e%gl%zfz%g(;viEDng?e; No Borrower A of Gold Premises of Auction Sanvices: perteinng to Dear-to-Door Collecion & Transporation, Disposal
| requested to remaln present for pre- Consullation meeting to be . IS. 01 Va-Usa= ¢ Detalle : _ : : : of Westa to nearesl ULB's processing unils-in an Environmentzly Compliand
- h:?d ah ML.I!_LLJ_LH!P_H Commities room Ill-huvt tender notice, eligibility, criteria, terms 1 THET /610000171 Mr. Neeraj |Bhadgaan Uprarl Ranikhet | 25.87gm Bank of India, Ranikhet menner alongwith Roads E-.'.aser:ir:g.glilrain Cleaning & Green Fuga -:IE.Enirg
| mentioned wddress. Only one representsitive  Tfrom  each & conditions is available on website Belwal - 2636435 Mobile No.99243-09669 (Horticulire 'Wasta) an /M basis of UPSIDA 14 Kz Magar, Ghamabed on
Manufacturer carrying authority letier would be allowed o https://ireps.gov.in. ¢ In case any QCBS basis for @ Minmum panod of 03 Years and thamsfier can ba exdended
| participate in the pre-bid. disparity arises between Hindi and 2. |714277610000189 Maohd. M':'hd;_ Saleem 3.545 gm Bank of India, Ranikhet far 2 Years Year at a time on mubusl agreement basis)
| INF-2382-2024-25 MANAGING DIRECTOR English version of tender notice, Baleem | Jama M Ezﬁaij;a'.aﬂaaqu het Mobile No.99243-00669 4 | Disiting of Drains at | A, Site-d Sakbabad, Dist, Ghaziabad FE3A7
English version will hold good and ol N Pt . : N TR :
o S FEOTTOTORRORR| WPl | T2F ShialkNogar | Toaugm | Bank of . Haridwar | [ i < BV ¥ vt < S Yoo ke
Dy. Chief Engineer/GS, Kumar namplr hange, Branch. Frarey &-fm v el 91 website: hitp:etender.up.nic.in v =it @1 Haf & | 3
CPRO/W-442 Izatnagar Uttrakhand-248403 Mobile No.B0E54-34068 WETE Er] wrate At weEnn (Rt o smes S arete0576eTT TR R on e &)
roo}"zt;fg }{,ﬁf“i}o‘;',‘.ds_ Date: 12.03.2025 Place: Dehradun Manager, Bank of India WaT S, deneTostofioumo . wr

Reserve
Price
{in Bs.)

Total Liabilities as
on specified Date

Branch Name/Mame & Address of
the Borrower(s)l Guarantor(s)

Brief Description of
Propertylies

SL
NO.

Earnest Money| Details of Afc No.
Deposit (EMD) IFSC CODE

In Bs.] -
': b Possession notlce

el o Canara Bank

(T WTERTT o SUERY) (A Govt, of India Undertaking)

A

E-AUCTION

4. ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal branch, Property-1) Land measuring|Total liabilities as|(Property No. 1)| (Property No. 1) 09272434
mm m I SALE NOTICE Authorised efficer : BK comprised in Khewat|per demand notice| Rs. 18600000 Rs. 18.60,000 CNREODOE290
I S R CRTYIT M 127195 Khatoni No. 150 Reat|dated 01.03.2014, [(prosca e ipre s e Proparty No.
Mail 1D: ch 290@canarabank.com .Nn..13HiIIa No, ?{E-D}m!galgd Rs. 3,54,79,856.00 HS.EE'.EE'.WU] Rs E-..':-!:LIJ_:II]D ) 17To 2
. . 1. Mis Chahal Braeding Farm Address - |1 Village Radhana Dist Jindinl . oo g e o - i Symbol
Branch ﬂffﬂ:g:- Karnal ARM Branch {DP- Ezgﬂ"' E-mail: cb6290@canarabank.com Village Radhana Distt Jind, 126102, 2, [the name of Sh. Rakesh gnl-i;} urther interest & other charges (minus recovery, i pg::;gz;.:n
Sh. Rakesh Chahal Slo Sh. Hazoor|Chahal Sio Sh. Hazoor Singh

Singh Address - Village Radhana Distt |& Land measuring 18 K comprised in Khawat No. 381/312 Khatoni Mo, 4571 Rect No. 13 Killa Mo, 2/2(5-0), 3(8-
Jind, 126102. 3. Sh. Sandeep Chahal [D), 21{(5-0)situated in village Radhana Dist Jind in the name of 3h. Rakesh Chahal 5/o Sh. Hazoor Singh.

S/o Sh, Hazoor Singh Address - Houss [Property-2) Land measuring 26K-8M comprised in Khewat No, 180, Khatonl No. 218, Rect No. 104, Killa No,
No. 2106, Sector 21 Urban Estate, Jind, [16{8-0), 25/1min northern side (6-11), Rect No. 103 Killa No. 20{8-0), 19/2(3-17] situated m village Radhana
126102, Dist Jine inthe name of Sh. Rakesh Chahal 5/o Sh. Hazoor Singh

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable/Movable Properties under the Securitization
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,

; : : ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal branch, Land and Building of Dairy| Total habilities as Rs. Rs. 209272434
2002 read with proviso to Rule 6(2) 8(6) &9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 Authorised afficer Farm measuring 16K-19M|per demand notice| 38,70.000)- |  3,87,000/- CNRBOD0E290
Mr. Ranjeet Kumar, (M) B5728-16230, ises in Khewat Mo 158 A i
Motica is haraby given to the public in general and in particular 1o the Borrower (5) and Guarantor {s) that the below describad immovabla/movabla :.13i:?;prhﬁl.;r;E:Ec;narahanh = ﬁgﬂﬁeijg Eﬂeﬂwipc? Mo dated. I:‘JF;I.E.ED}‘.I‘L H‘_"' ‘SDJE'E“'DD :.:'_I'”E further Ej.rmhnr_l::
proparties mortgaged/charged o the Secured Craditor, the possession of which has been laken by the Autharsad Officer of Canara Bank will be sold - - . ' ' interest & oiner charges {minus recovery, if any) bbbl

1.Mis Chahal Dairy Farm Address - VPO leoimaa 24/1/1-25min ete situated at village Bhogra, Tehsil Narwana, Distt Jind in the name of Sh. Rajinder
Bhongra Tehsil Narwana Distt Jind, lgingh Chahal Sio Sh. Kanwar Singh

126115, 2. 5h. Rajender Chahal 5/o0 Sh. Kanwar Singh Addrass - 291, Housing Board, A Block Distt Jind, 126102 3. 5h. Vinod Kumar S/o Sh. Balbir
Singh Address - Village Bhabalpur Tehsil & Distt Jind, 126102

on "As is where is","As is what is”, and "Whatever there is" in Eauction arranged by the service provider Mis PSB Alliance (Baanknet),
(8291220220), E-mail : support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com through the website https://baanknet.com/

FOR SR. NO. 01 TO 03 LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD IS 04.04.2025 UPTO 5:00 P.M.

FOR SR. NO. 01 TO 03 DATE OF E-AUCTION IS 07.04.2025 (12:30 PM TO 1:30 P.M) B - . 15 1o Ssered 1| per cemand notee| 8000000 | 900,000 | gnmoatess
FOR SR. NO. 04 TO 09 LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD IS 11.04.2025 UPTO 5:00 P.M. [l " ijomectn e oo bt oy e s L I T

M/s Divyam Poultries Address - Village [Jind in the name of Shn Ashok Kumar S/o Shn Pritam Singh, as perjamabandi fot the year of 2002-03,

T e e a—

Khari Safa, Sub Tehsil Uchana Distt Jind, 126115. Sh_Ashok Kumar Sio Shri Pritam Eﬁfgh Address - _"'-.-fillag& Kheri Safa, Sub Tehsil Uchana Distt Jind,
126115, Sh. Suresh Kuman Wio Ashok KumarAddress ;- Village Kheri Safa. Sub Tehsil Uchana Distt Jind, 126115

FOR SR. NO. 04 TO 09 DATE OF E-AUCTION IS 15.04.2025 (12:30 PM TO 1:30 P.M)

[with unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration each till the conclusion of the sale)

e ——

ilsof Alc No. | _ et
sL |Branch Name/Name & Address of Brief Description of Total Liabilities as| Reserve Price E&Irnes_t "E:;E" il : 7. ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal branch, SMD of iand’nf 12K-TM in Total habilities as Rs. . Rs. . 209272434
NO.| the Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) Property/ies on specified Date {in Rs.) "p?“;l ' SFSCCODE il Authorised officer : Khewat No. 23 Khata N? 23| per demand notice| 66,50,000/- 6,635,000/~ CNRBOD06290
{in Rs.} Possession notice | A ELTR MR- R T TR Fect No. 98 Killa No. 8/1(2-\dated 20.09.2015, Rs. 68,01,947.00 plus further Symbolic
1. ELURTTERE TR T Al part and parcel of| Total liabilities as Rs 209272434 Mail 1D: cb&230@canarabanh.com 00). Rect No. 98 Kila No.|interest & other charges (minus recavery, if any) Possession

Rs
Residential House MNo. 1221|per demand nolice E.BE_EE.EIDU.'-‘ 29 66 500/-

measuring 258.30 Sq Yards|galed 04.08.2016, Rs.18,53.85,349.46 plus further
situated at Sector-19 |intarest & other charges {minus recovery, if any)

1. Mis Jai Laxmi Lighting|Faridabad, Haryana in the name of Smt Krishna DeviW/o Lt. Sh Chaman lal Sadana.
Industries Pvt. Lid. (Company, [(Actual possession is subject to disposal of Civil suit no. 573/2020 filed before Civil Court Faridabad. )

CNRBOO0E290
Symbaolic
Possession

M/s Hari Chand Dairy Farm Address - |[B/2(2-0), Recl No. 38 Kila No, 13/2M1/2/2(2-12), Khewal No, 52 Khata Mo, 78 Rect No, 88 Killa Mo. 1521 min{1-
Village Kalwa Tehsll Plllukhera Distt|{11), Khewat No. 54 Khatoni No. 84 murba No. 88 Killa NO. 13/2/4/(0-7), rect No. 98 Killa No. 15/2/5(1-0}),
Jind, 126113, Smt. Krishna Devi Wio Hari [khewal no, 277 khata no 408 ract No. 98 Killa No. 7/2/1(1-6), khewat no 343 khata no 516, rect no 98, killa no
Chand Address .- Village Kalwa Tehsil IT."Irnin{U-I?]n;D-MJ situated at Village Kalwa Dist Jind

Pillukhera Distt Jind, 126113 5h. Baljeet S/o Sh. HariChand Address - Village Kalwa Tehsil Pillukhera Distt Jind, 126113 Sh. Sombir Singh S/o 5h. Hari
Chand Addrass - Village Kalwa Tehsil Pillukhera Distt Jind, 126113,

Authorised officer ;-
Mr. Ranjest Kumar, (M} B5728- 16290,
Mail ID: ebB2A0Rcanarabank.com

since dissolved vide NCLT order 06.03.2023) 2. 5h Gyaninder Sadana S/o Shri Chaman Lal Sadana (Suspended Director of Mfs Jai Laxmi —
Lighting Industries Pvt. Ltd.) Address: House No.-1221, Sector-19 Faridabad -121002, Haryana. 3. ShAlka Sadana Wio Sh Gyaninder Sadana | 8. ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal branch, All part and parcel of Land and| Total liabilities as Rs. Rs. 200272434
(Suspended Director of Mis Jal Laxmi Lighting Industries Pyt Ltd.) Address: House No-1221, Sector-19 Faridabad -121002, Haryana. 4. Shr Authorised afficer - Building (Poultry Farm)|per demand notice| 5,27,94,000/-| 52,739,400/ CNRBO006290
Litesh Ssadana Sio Sh Gyaninder sadana {Guarantor) Address: House No.-1221, Sector-19 Fandabad -121002, Harvana 5. 5mit. Knshna Dewvi Wr. Ranjeet Kumar, (M} B5728-162390, Cons t_r ucled an land|dated 01.03.2019, Rs, 1,73,71.940.98 plus further Symbolic
Wio Late Shri Chaman Lal Sadana(Guarantor & Mortgagor) Address: House No.-1221, Sector-19 Faridabad - 121002, Haryana, Mail 10: chB290@canarabank.com measuring 55K-11Mi.e. interest & other charges (minus recovery, if any) Possession
LU TIUR T R M Property-1) Plot no.  J-772, |Total liabilities as|(Property No. 1)| (Property No. 1) 200272434 M/s Ravinder Poultry Farm Address --[1. Land measuring 33K-7M comprised in khewat no 86, khatoni no 91m Rect No. 166, Killa No . 6(8-0), 15(8-0),
Authorised officer - Mear KG PlazalSales Tax|per demand notice| Rs. 11810 Lakh | Rs. 11.81 Lakh CNRBOOOE290 VPO Kutail Tehsil & Distt Karnal Haryana, |[18{8-0), 17/2(2-18), khatoni no. 92 RectNo, 135 Killa No 18/2(6-9) Kitta 5

UL CUE DR AL I Ofice, RIICO Industrial Area, | dated 29.00.2017. Fiponen 'No 21| (Property No. 2) Property No. 132037 Sh. Ravinder Kumar alias (2. Land measuring 22K-4M being 222/1199 share of 113K-18M comprised in khewat no 146, khatoni no 188,

S RN B L T [ ErE e R - hase-||, Bhiwadi Rajasthan|Rs. 1,24,56,315.73-| "ae 4a50 1 akh | Rs. 1.95 Lskh 1 To 2 Ravinder Singh S/o Sh. Ram Chander[190, 181, 192, 193 Kittas 20. Vide jamabandi for the year 2008-07 situated at Village Kutail Tehsil & District
1 Mis Shree Shubham having admeasuring area of ; I : _ 3 = : Address = VPO Kutail Tehsil & Disft Kamal [Kamal Haryvana in the name of Sh. Ravinder Kumar alias Eavinder Singh 5/o0 3h. Eam Chander.

_ DEN.00 Sa mir In the name of plus further interest & other charges (minus recovery, il Symbolic e . : : : -
Enterprises (Represented{®- 4 : any) Possession Haryana, 132037 Sh. Jagbir Singh Kalyan S/o Sh. Ram Chander Address - VPO Kutail Tehsil & Distt Kamal Haryana, 132037 Sh. Rajiv Goel 5/o Sh. Darshan
through its Proprietor Smit. Sargj I'-;.'s Msatc hiess DE""Z‘W'SES ; Lal Address - HNo. 1485 Sector 7, Urban Estate Karnal, Haryana, 132001
Devi) Address — Plot no.  J-772, [(Prop. Smt Saroj) Devi Chauhan wio Inderest. ) — e e et o ettt i S e T B ity
N&ar}HG Plaza/Sales Tax Office, [Property-2) EMT of Residential Plot no. 221, Gali no 6, Yadav Mager, Qutubpur Mola, Rewari having | 9. ARME, H:"Erll“ﬁu:d'l?a_ma.lhm":h' thLF'E';""'” Factary "'1”5"'*'1:”3‘;; TﬂtdL "'ab”g”*h b E;?%Eggnmu%;,] {E';?E?u E'I;,;”ﬂ 209272434
RICO Industrial Ares, Phase-Il, jadmeasuring area of 100.00 sq. yds. In the name of Mr. Manjeel Singh S/a Inderjset Singh. i bhpsnd 8 4 ag?ﬂqﬁaﬁﬂlﬁ? Fie ﬂgrﬁde?;ﬂﬂ ;Dtﬁe il bkl — L
Bhiwadi, Rajasthan- 301019, 2. |Note:- Both properties will be sold separately Mr. Ranjoet Kumar, (M} B5728-16230, being J<8/21e0 share of land dale 072008, | ipronerty Na. 2)| (Property No. 2) Property No.
4 . . . , : Mail ID: ch6290@canarabank.com area measuring 106K-5m|Rs.16.96,90,526.321| ‘ne 23 80,000/~ |  Rs. 2,38.000/- 1To 2

Smi. Saroj Deviw/o Late Sh, Inderjeet Singh Address -A-220, Gali No. 6, Yadav Magar, Rewari, Haryana- 123401, 3. Mr. Manjeet Singh s/o Late 1 Wi Harmilan Aam indist Pyl Lid | comprised in Khewat no 58 : — _ : -
Sh. Inderjeet Singh (Guarantor) Addrass 1 -A-221, Gali No. 6, Yaday Nagar, Rewari, Haryana- 123401, Address 2 —158, Yadav Nagar, Rewari, 4 bl ipd HE“D flis ”Sf'” khatoni no 81 Rect No 47 |Pius further interest & other charges (minus recovery, if Symbolic
Haryana- 123401, 4, Sh. Suraj Singh s/o Late Sh. Inderjeet Singh (Guarantor) HND. 225, Mohalla Hajariwas, Ward No. 28, Rewari, Haryana- {Guﬂﬂﬁrfa” Fenr:lhj; I'-:-.u.ruhs:gfra_ Killa no 4(B-0), 6/2(1-12),7(7-|3"Y) Possession

123401. 5. M/s Matchless Enterprises Prop. Smit. Saro] Davi wio Late Sh, Inderjeet Singh Address — Plot no.. J-772, Near KG Plaza/Sales Tax

Office, RIICO Industrial Area, Phase-ll, Bhiwadi, Rajasthan- 301019, 8) situated ai village Guldhera, Tehsil- Pehowa, Disti- Kunukshetra Haryana and Land measuring 22K-08M

comprisad in Khawal no, 187 khatoni no, 341, Rect No 46, Killa no.1(8-0),10{8-0), Rect no 47 Killa Mo 6/1(6-

Harvama -136128 Address 2 : H.No -
3119, 5ector 190, Chandigarh - 160019

3. LU TR T AR L e Commercial Properly /| Office| Total liabilities as Rs Rs 209272434 2. Bh Hari Narayan S/o Sh Madan Lal| 8), situated at village Guidhera, Tehsil- Pehowa, Distt- Kurukshetra. Haryana.
Autharised officer - space DPCO001 in Block 44 |per demand notice| 4,16.00,000/- |  41,60.000/- CNRB0006290 {Director & Guarantor) Address :H.No- | Property-2) Plant & Machineries al Rice Mill mentioned at SrNo-1 (In Scrap Condition),
Mr. Ranjest Kumar, (M) 85728-16290, Ground floor, super area|dated 08042021 Rs.26,27,67,916.25/- plus further mm""_" 604/3, Tilak Nagar, Ambala|Note:Secured assets mnnﬁnnu!:l above at SrNo 1 & 2to be sold jeointly in a single Iot.
SN EEEE CRERE RN DR R 2753 S0. L. in mulli storeyed| interest & other charges (minus recavery, ifany) Possession Road,Pehowa Distt - Kurukshetra,Haryana - 136128 3. Sh Mukesh Kumar S/o Sh Madan Lal (Director & Guarantor) Address :H No-605/3, Tilak Nagar,

Ambala Read, Pehowa Distt — Kurukshelra, Haryana - 136128 4. 5h Madan Lal Dua Sfa Sh Jiwan Das(Director & Guaranior) Address (H No-602/3,
THak Magar, Ambala Road, Pehowa Distt=RKurukshetra, Haryana - 136128.

OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

A) Auction/bldding shall be only through “Online Electronic Bidding” through the wabsite hitps/BAANKNET.com Bidders are advized to go through the
website for detailed terms before taking partin the e-auction zale proceedings.

B} The property can be inspected, with Pricr Appointmeniwith Authorised Officer, on 02.04.2025 for Property no 01 to 03, 08.04.2025 for Property no 04 to 09

C) The property is being sold with all the existing and further encumbrances whether known or unknown to the bank. The Authorised officer/Secured Creditor
shall not be responsible In any way for any third party claims! ights/ dues, The purchaser should conduct due diligence on all aspects related to the property to
his satisfaction. The bidder are advised o In their own interest to salisly themselves with the title and corectness of others delalls pertaining 1o the secured
assets including the size/area of the immovable secured asset in question and also ascartain any other duesfliabilitiesiencumbrances from the concemed
authorities to their satisfaction before submitting the bid. The purchaser shall not be entitled to make any daim against the Authorised officer! Secured Creditors
inthis regard at a later date.

D) Inthe event of any defaultin payment of any of the amounts, orif the sale is not completed by reasons of default on the part of the purchaser/ bidder within the
: : e _ e | _ _ i _ - aforesaid time limit, the bank shall be entitled to forfeit all monies paid by the purchaser! bidder till then and put up the secured asset(s) for sale again, in its
Llnltm_:h Machines Limited {Guar;nmr in Mz LIk Gre:r}n _nghtlng Pt Ltf_]:n [Throug h_ Sh Vivek Raheja. Resolution Professional in Mis Unitech | o.c00 e diseretion. Eurther. all costs. expenses incurred by the bank on a?:murlu]tﬂni such resale shall ba barna gn::t psiﬂ by ihEt,’rE-fEu“ll‘l-gl:pL:.llrﬂh'-lser. J
Machines Lid] JD-2C 2nd Floor, Pitampura, Delhi-110024. ip.unitechmachines@gmail com., E) The proparty will be sold for the price which is more than the Reserve Price and the participating bidders may improve their offer further during auction process.

F) EMD amount of 10% of the Reserva Price is to be deposited in E-Wallet of Mis PSB Alliance Private Limited {Baanknat) portal diractly or by generating the Challan therain to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account datails as mantioned in the said challan on or befora 04.04.2025 for Property no
011003 by 05:00 PM. and 11.04.2025 for Property no 04 to 09 by 05:00 PM.

G) Intending bidders shall hold a valid digital signature cerificate and e-mall address. For details with regard to digital signature please contact the service provider M/s PSE Alliance (Baanknat), Halp Desk No. (8291220220), E-mail: support.baanknet@psballiance.com through the weabsite https://baanknet.com/

H) After paymeant of the EMD amount, the intending bidders should submit a copy of the following documents/details on or before 04.04.2025 for Property no 01 to 03 by 05:00 PM. and 11.04.2025 for Property no 04 to 09 by 05:00 PM. to Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Novelty Road, Karnal by hand or by email.

i) Damand Draft! Pay order towards EMD-amount. If paid through RTGS/NEFT, acknowledgameant receipt thereof with UTR No.

il) Photocopies of PAN Card, 1D Proof and Address proof, However, successiul bidder would have to produce these documents in original to the Bank at the time of making payment of balance amaunt of 25% of bid amaount.

iii) Bidders Mame. Contact No, Address, E Mail Id.

iv) Bidder's Alc details for online refund of EMD.

[} The intending bidders should register their names at portal hitps:baanknet.com/ and get their User 1D and password free of cost.  Prospective Bidders may avail online training on E-auction from the service provider Mis PSB Alliance (Baanknet), Helpdesk No — 8291220220 (E-mail ; support.
baanknet@psballiance.com) and Sh. Animesh Jain, Mobile Number 7046612345(Email animesh{@procure247.com), through the website https://baanknet.com/.

J) EMD deposited by tha unsuccessiul bidder shall be refunded to them. The EMD shall not carry any interast

K) Auction would commeance al Raserve Price, as mantioned above. Bidders shall improve their offers in multiples of Rs. 50,000/- The bidder who submits the highest bid (above the Reserve price) on closura of 'Onling’ auction shall be declared as succassful bidder. Sale shall be confirmead in favaur of tha
successful bidder, subjact to confirmation of the samea by the securad creditor.

L) The successiul bidder shall deposit 25% of the sale price (inclusive ol EMD already paid), immediately on declaning himiher as the successiul bidder and the balance within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale by the secured creditor. This amount shall be deposiled by way of Demand Draftin favour of
Authorized Officer, Canara Bank, ARM Branch OR shall be deposited through RTGS/NEFT/Fund Transfer to credit of ascount of Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Alc. No. 209272434, IFSC Code: CNRBO006290. If the successiul bidder fails to pay the sale price, the deposit made by him shall be forfeited by the
Authorised Officer without any notice and propearty shall forthwith be put up for sale again,

M) For sale proceads of Rs. 50.00 Lakhs (Rupees Fifty Lakhs)and above, the successful bidder will have to deduct TDS althe rata 1% on the Sale proceeds and submit the onginal receipt of TDS cerificate to the Bank.

N) All charges for conveyanca, stamp duty/ GST/ registration charges ete., as applicable shall be borne by the successful bidderonly,

0) Authorised Officer reserves the right to postpone! cancal or vary the terms and conditions of the e-auction without assigning any reason thereof

P} In case there are bidders who do not have access to the internet but interested in participating the e-auction, they can approach concemed Circle office or Canara Bank, ARMB, Novelly Road, Karal branch who, as a facilitating centre, shall make necessary arrangemenis

Q) For further details contact Mr, Ranjeet Kumar, Chiel Manager Canara Bank Asset Recovery Management Branch (ARMB), Kamal, Ph. Mo. 0184-404 1820, 857 28-16290 during office hours on any working day. E-mail id: cb280@canarabank.com OR the service provider BAANKNET (M/s PSB Alliance Pt

Ltd), (Comtact No. TO46612345/6354910172/6291220220/9892219848/ B160205051, Emailsupport. BAANKMET @psballiance.com)

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION/CAUTION
Bidding in the last minutes/seconds should be avoided by the bidders in their own interest. Neither Canara Bank nor the Service Provider will be responsible for any lapsesifailure (Internet failure, Power failure, etc.) on the part of the bidder or vendor in such cases. In order to ward off
such contingent siluation, bidders are requesled 1o make all the necessary arrangements/allernalives such as back —up, power supply and whatever else required so Lhat they are able to circumvenl such siluation and are able lo parlicipate in the auction successiully

1, M/'S UM GREEM LIGHTING [Complex known as "CORPORATE PARK”, DLF CITY, constructed on Plot of land measuring 3.65 acres or
PYT LTD (Borower) (Company [thereabout falling in Khasra No. B88/1, BBB/889, 800/1, 891, 892, situated In Phase-ll, DLF City, Gurgaon,
under CIRP) 2. Mr. Gaurav|Haryana or thereabout and bounded as under along with right to use Car parking Space Mo, DCPD58 and
Mamik Sio Sh Tej Pratap Singh [DCPO5S in the basement and bounded as under:- Al or towards the Morth: D02, At or lowards the South, Open
Mamik (Guarantor andAtortowardsthe East: Lift Lobby/004 At or towards the West: Open Parking space No. DCPO58 At or towards
Mortgagor in M/s UM Green [the North: 059 Al or towards the South: D57 Al or towards the East: 065 Al or tlowards the Wesl: Driveway
Lighting Pvt Ltd ) Address-1: Farking space Mo, DCPOS9 At or towards the Morih: Driveway Al or fowards the South: 058 At or towands the
Appt no 9114, The Aralias, Golf East: 065 Al or towards the West Driveway registerad in the office of Sub Registrar, Gurgaon

Course Road,DLF City Phase =V, Gurgaon 122009 Address-2: 195-W11/8 Sainik Farms, Pushpa Bhawan, 3.0, South Delhi,Delhi-110062.
3. Mr. Sushant Chhabra S/o Sh Virender Kumar Chhabra (Guarantor in M/s UM Green Lighting Pvt Lid) Chhabra Farm No.60 |, Prakriti Marg,
Mehrauli Road, Sultanpur, New Delhi -110030 4. Mr. Virender Kumar Chhabra alias Verinder Kumar Chhabra S/c Kezha Math Chhabra
(Guarantor in M's LM Green Lighting Pvt Ltd ) Chhabra Farm No.60 , Prakriti Marg, Mehrauli Road, Sultanpur, New Delhi -110030. 5. Mr, Tej
Pratap Singh Mamik 5o Harbans Singh Mamik (Guarantor in M's UM Green Lighting Pvt Ltd) Address-1: Appino 9174, The Aralias, Golf Course
Road, DLF City Phase -V, Gurgaon 122008 Address-2: 195-W11/8 Sainik Farms, Pushpa Bhawan, 5.0. South Delhi, Delhi-110062. 6. M/S

STATUTORY 15/30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Authorised Officer, Canara Bank
— T B

Date :- 13.03.2025
T

epBlagendikanaless com
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, tisnotpossibleto verty

its contents. The

Express (P) Limited cannot
be heldresponsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurredasaresuttof
fransactions with companies,
associations or individuals
aavertisinginits newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers

© EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [8]
'SCHEDULE OF ADDITIONAL E-AUCTION NOTICE (SCRAP SALE)
Schedule E-Auction time from 10 AM to 05 PM

Month Division

Date

Mobile

| MARCH 2025 | Samastpur

21.03.2025 {Frictay) & 25.03.2025 (Tuesday)

9771428770

Indian
;_F’FE;'DEEB&-‘HQ:‘S[nr&WJ‘Ed-EEJ'EE

. ra] Bidders are advised lo inspact the scrap lof before submission of bid, They ane aliowed

, | to inspact tha lo, on an authority from the concamed officer of Raltway Administration, at
t"-e site of lofmenfioned in the auction catalogque on any working day | except Sunday).

| il:u] The complete detads of materals and ferms and conditions will be as per Auction

If.alalcg-ae which shall ba avallable with the respectva auction conducting -autharity of

| EastCentral Fiaitway or from our website ; wwiwireps. gov.in pror fo ihie date ofauchion.

Principal Chief Material ManagenG/ECR/Halipur

AR e e A

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE
PHQ, ITANAGAR

NO.PHQ/RSC/93/BE/2024-25

Dated, Itanagar, the 11th March 2025
Tender Notice

or OtherW|Se aCtlng onan the time of opening of tender.
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

DIPR/ARN/0020

1. On behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, Director General
of Police, Arunachal Pradesh Itanagar invites sealed tenders under
2(two) Bid system (Technical & Financial Bid) from the
manufacturers/ authorized dealers/agents/suppliers of reputed/
registered firms of Arunachal Pradesh in view of Govt. policy of
Vocal for Local for entering into contract for supply & installation
of Adaptive traffic control system (ATCS) along with required
equipments at various locations in ICR for Traffic & Road Safety
purpose in Arunachal Pradesh for the year 2024-25. The sealed
tender will be received up to 1030 hrs on 19/03/2025 due to
paucity of time for implementation of the scheme. This tender will
be opened on the same day at 1130 hrs on 19/03/2025. The
tenderers or their representative may remain present themselves at

2. The tender papers containing full details with specifications and
terms and conditions may also be downloaded from our website
www.arunpol.nic.in. The tender fee @ Rs.1000/- (Rupees one
thousand) only (non-refundable) through a bank draft payable at
SBI Itanagar in favour of the SP (Road Safety & Traffic) PHQ,
Itanagar Arunachal Pradesh be deposited & copy be attached. No
other mode of payment will be accepted. The firms registered
under MSME are exempted from earnest money deposit. The
tenderer must submit copy of registration certificate of MSME &
incomplete tenders are liable to be rejected.

Director General of Police

Sd/-

Arunachal Pradesh
PHQ, Itanagar.

% d 301w d51c7 Bank of Baroda

SALE NOTICE (AUCTION OF PLEDGED GOLD ITEMS)

REGIONAL OFFICE:
Bank of Baroda, First Floor, Diamond Complex,

Dilli More, Darbhanga-846004 Cont. No. 8969513429
Website: www.bankofbaroda.com
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PR. No. 021607 (WRD ) 2024-25 frard wr=a eeirra (wdg)
feger wFs N www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar 31 mma @1 o7 wawlt &

_1' ﬁ 1 e y _ o PP p— The under mentioned persons are hereby informed that they have failed to pay off the liability in the loan
s W | giar - -'ff' %1 accounts. Notices sent to them by Registered Post have been served. They are therefore requested to pay
i “""ﬁ. i ‘IE:R %;‘{.""’fm off the liability and other charges and redeem the pledged securities, failing which the said securities will
99 _ i o 190 A | feeeiee) | arabin el s be sold by the Bank in public auction at the cost of the borrower at the Bank’s premises (Details of each
i 2 ol & I anfEn {aifa @rg= {wa) (g wika) 21 sy . " . .
magy Fsfrea (dad afa W aifs) ' ! Branch mentioned below) . Securities shall be auctioned at Branch premises (name of branch and address
A e W s 0 | wnge e mentioned below) from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM on 28.03.2025 or on any other convenient date thereafter without
_ _ _ Hoda) | sady w0 A) ) soda wo ) further notice at the absolute discretion of the Bank.
0 (antl Erosion work in Madhura e —p Pledged Security
;";Efn:;:g::;i“”"'35"3:' o §636 | 11270000 | 10000.00 AB4000 | 16062026 | - (in grams)
. Agenda na. 220/329/2025 Dalsingsarai Branch
02 |Anti Erosion work Near P.granan 1 |AMIT KUMAR AMIT KUMAR S/O-SURESH PRASAD SINGH Rs. Gross Weight: 14.00 gm
[village in front of K. 10.00 of i . o e ADDRESS- VILL+PO-GADHSISAI, THANA-] 335580.00 |Net Weight: 14.00 gm
B.N Embankment. BOHD || CIeCuNON | ROORDE | SSLOL | oS VIDYAPATI NAGAR, DISTT-SAMASTIPUR, Gross Weight: 64.64gm
| |Agenda no, 220/333/2025 BIHAR- 848503. Net Weight: 63.00 gm
03 :'“'_"'T' Erosion work at Bangalia 2 |PRINCEE PRINCEE KUMARI, WO SONU KUMAR Rs. Gross Weight: 13.90 gm
village in front of BN KUMARI ADDRESS- BARAUNI THERMAL POWER| 482861.00 [NetWeight: 13.00 gm
Embankment KM.4.00 across 80.47 | 180820.00 | 70000.00 3840.00 | 15.06,202% STATION, MALHIPUR GACHHI TOLA, Gross Weight: 117.91 gm
the river, BEGUSARAI 851116 Net Weight: 108.5 gm
|Agenda no. 220/338/2025 | 3 |SUNITA DEVI SUNITA DEVI W/O PRAMOD PODDAR, Rs. 70000.00 | Gross Weight 24.6 gm
2 |FfET amvEm gEe Fole w0 9 |0 | —o7.03.2025 2012 QI(D)DF\;I(E)SSI-\AUI\Q‘,'L#AS\JQSCEURD AI?_ZIAJEHSVXA&RA? i el 2.0 e
GIE] ! ’ i
|z |Ffae srrme seaels o sgdis| |[Eamm-17-03-2025 T 1030 99 qAlET © EAw-21-03- | SAMASTIPUR, 848160
G s R T T 2025 o n3:30 7._';] METE T il '-,[T[i:“ Sheohar Branch
1L | | e wwweproe bihar.gov.in 7 ) 1 |POOJAKUMARI |POOJA KUMARI W/O NITESH KUMAR Rs. Gross Weight-66.80 gm
4 |O—de dfdn oy wwa, = u fErfm—18-03-2025 & nam q-.?r HIRIES A, Address-KRISHNA NAGAR MADHUBAN EAST| 1,39,000.00
fefe sow A W eraTE fererepor o T s, CHAMPARAN GULWARA MADHUBAN EAST
L. ] x gy |arE HHEA |1-|4 -H‘-'-'-."i'.i-:. CHAMPARAN BIHAR 845420
G CE T e Ferviich—21-03-2025 7 330 Tl HTEA | 2 [SONIDEVI SONI DEVI WO ASHOTOSH KUMAR Rs. 34,053.32 | Gross Weight-53 gm
| e N __'|-°"' ”“*L-: wwwepro? bihar goy,in, 93 Address-PARSAUNI KAPOOR,PATAHI, EAST
6 fii #re T o TAT UE THE |- | O ORI BT A § CEET o | CHAMPARAN , 845457
| | (s aeaEE www.eprocd bihar govin 7 | 3 |AMITKUMAR __ |AMIT KUMAR S/O SUNIL KUMAR SINGH,| Rs.92,600.00 |Gross Weight-20 gm
7. [P v an s | www.cprocd hm__;m in T Address- VILL.RAMBAN, PO.PHULKAHAN,PS
'8, |TaaT & A wah |120 T2 (fAfasT ofia @1 affos fig ) SHYAMPUR, DIST. SHEOHAR, 843329
B [Frenmesmm o ueee ue *‘f‘%ﬁﬁ {‘rﬁmm T FEET aHES - 2, 4 |VIVEK VIVEK KUMAR SO HARISHCHAND PRASAD| Rs. 92,600.00 | Gross Weight-34 gm
bl e | Ao (o 7463889815 o KUMAR SO SRIVASTAVA Address- AT PARSAUNI PO
it Hn'l'“ ST+ ‘l' Gy W r "l.'I: o "‘FE-'E' g1 '|'.J| -..|.'I.I'I.'ILJ "!-Ihdl [LELRS II| "'1 W, j!lll.‘l b|.|'|"'| L II:| oy TS| HARISHCHAND KAMRAULI. Dist-SHEOHAR 843329
|on s 24 I PRASAD ’
g i SRIVASTAVA
PR. No. 21486 (WRD) 2024-25 drigIe lfua) 5 |SANTOSH SANTOSH GUPTA S/O RAJENDRA SAH|Rs .51,000.00 |Gross Weight-24.13 gm
qig Hdav udes—2, wafsg | GUPTA Address- WARD 11, SARSAULA KHURD
TrTEd € oie faer, geiEam @ u aflam) SHEOHAR, 843329
= = 6 |RAHUL SINGH RAHUL SINGH S/O GUDDU SINGH Rs. 29,000.00 | Gross Weight-11.67 gm
Address-VILL MADHOPUR ANANT, POST
KHAIRWADARP ,SHEOHAR 843329
7 |SANTOSH SANTOSH KUMAR S/o RAVINDRA| Rs. 21,600.00 | Gross Weight-9 gm
KUMAR SINGH Address- ADAURI, PURNAHIYA,
ar DIST-SHEOHAR 843334
*"%é Bihar State Mlning Corporation Ltd. 8 |PRAMOD KUMAR|[PRAMOD _ KUMAR _ S/O  SHREE|Rs. 21,000.00 | Gross Weight-9 gm
il {Government of Bihar Undertaking) S/O SHREE SHYAMNANDAN SHARMA
Coms. o bk Room No.164, Vikas Bhawan [New Secretariat], Bailey Road, Patna-800015 SHYAMNANDAN ' |Address- MADHOPUR CHHATA SHEOHAR,
Ci%e:- LI10300BR20175GC035811, Ermail: bih minescorp@gmail.com SHARMA 843329
RefNa: 08/2024-25 Webcitewww bemelin Donard Branch
Notice Inviting Tender 1 [VMD.ASHIF REZA |[MD.ASHIF REZA SAMINA NAJ 262 NEEM Rs. Net Weight -45.00 gm
XL t 2 CHOWK URDU BAZAR NEXT TO PUBLIC| 1,89,428.92
Notice inviting tender for engagement of a firm of Chartered Accountants for providing WELFARE SCHOOL DARBHANGA TEACHER
support services for revenue matters, accounting support services and other services of statutory TRAINING CENTER DARBHANGA 846004
compliancesof Bihar State Mining Corporation Ltd, Patna. 2 |SAIMAWAZIR |[SAIMA WAZIR GRAM PARRI PADRI|Rs. 83,088.89 |Net Weight -20.00gm
sr.No. Information i Details BAHADURPUR DARBHANGA 846009
1. | Name of the Organization | Bihar State Mining Corporation Limited Gola Road Samastipur Branch
Mame of the Assignment Support services far revenue r'n.al;te-rs accnuq'ﬁ ng 1 |Vipul Kumar VIPUL KUMAR S/O KAMAL NARAYAN SINGH RS. Gross Weight: 49.42 gm
| compliances o - ashd .
| Tender Processing Fee/Cost | INR1180/-(Inclusive of GST) (Rupees One thousand 2 || fBinit Kumar, EE\:HAREUMAE/’S S\,QI;,I&II\RAQIEJ)TAL\JI\\JNAN Dlg'{'ql'; Rss8,707:20 S;‘:ﬁ;vi'?gz %%'Ozsengm
[Mon-Refundable) one hundred eighty only) payabie online through e - SAMASTII,DUR 848.132 ght: 22 g
3. payment mode Le. NEFT/RTGS/ Credit Card/Debit Samastipur (EVB) Branch
Card on hitps:/feproc 2.bihar.govin site. £ -
i i T 1 |Abhay Bhargav ABHAY BHARGAV S/O YOGENDRA Rs. Gross Weight-55.03 gm
INR l{l- 000/ - [Rupees ten thousand -::mI',-} in the form RAY VILL POST SARANGPUR TAJPUR| 18627700
4 | Earnest Money Deposit of Demand Draft in favour of ‘Bihar State Mining SAMASTIPUR848505 ’ Y
— - .= | Sarporation Limjted' pavable at Fatha, 3 2 [Binit Kumar BINIT KUMAR  VILL-MADHUWAN  P/O.|Rs. 45,055.00 | Gross Weight-13.69 gm
5. |Date of issue of tender | .. ....e KRIHARA,  P/S.SARAIRANJAN  DISTT-
| document ] | SAMASTIPUR, 848132
6. | Last date of receipt of queries | 17-03-3035 Sitamarhi (EVB) Branch
_'ﬂ P'F_'j_"—‘_"_—‘_' | 1 |DABLU KUMAR |DABLU KUMAR KOPINDRA KAMAT Rs. 65,200.00 | Gross Weight-30.50 gm
7. | Date of issue of clarification | 20-03-2025 KOPINDRA S/O KOPINDRA KAMAT NEAR VISHAL
8| Last Date of submission of bid | 02-04-2025 I KAMAT APARTMENT, RAMJI CHAK GANDHI GALI
g F’IJEE_, Tire and Date of | S e BATAGANJ, PATNA 800018 .
| | opening of Technicai Bid i - I 2 |GITADEVI ﬁ/IIJQAFFAgE\LjIR BIH?QI;;J;@; MOTIPUR| Rs. 45,000.00 | Gross Weight-15.50gm
10: | Place, Time and Date of | To be communicated to techmfall'.r successiul - -
opening of Financial Bid | Bidders Sitamarhi Branch
: [ 1 |RAUSHAN RAUSHAN KUMAR SO NAND LAL SINGH Rs. Gross Weight-51.00 gm
Contact person for queries General Manager
¥ 4 : Lo i 2 KUMAR Address- WARD 5 MAHADEV PO MAUDAH,| 1,34,702.00
11, Bihar State Mining Corporation Limited email: PS SAHIYARA SITAMARHI BIHAR 843327
hih.minescorp@gmail.com ’ :
B e o b = Darbhanga (EVB) Branch
HEGIEaCE iy a{I{IrP‘iE i Focaiabonaicn s 1 |AJAY KUMAR AJAY KUMAR S/O MISHRI L?AL(MAH?I'O ROAD Rs Gross Weight- 41.60 gm
; : g , , . ight- 41.
WhICHpraposayin hard copy {h, | Bingetate Mining warpemtion Lmiba, NO. 7 PARARI LAXMISAGAR DARBHANGA| 1,02,636.00 |Net weightg-]31 .00 gm °
12, | response to RFP notice is to be | Vikas Bhawan ({Mew Secretariat), Bailey Road, Patna - 846009 T
submitted =~ | Lt 2 |VIKRAM KUMAR |GRAM POST DHADHIYA, VIA KAMTOL|Rs. 86,457.57 |Gross Weight-45.90 gm

Bidders having MSME Certificate are e.-:e“rnmed from submission of EMD In the light of
Government of India Memo Mo, F.9/4/2020, dated 02/11/2020.

Carrigendum / Addendum, if any, will be published on the website of the Corporation
wiwnws bsmcLinf hips:/feproc bihar govin itself.

The RFP Document containing eligibility criteria, the extent and scope of work, terms and
conditions, annexures ete. are available at website woers bsmelin [/ https:/feproc2 . bihargovin and
can be downloaded accordinghy from 13-03-2025 and onwards.

For further details please visit ; www.state.bihar.govin/prdbihar General Manager

ANCHAL JALE, DARBHANGA 847304

Net Weight-32.00 gm

BSMCLLd, Patna

PR= 021778 (Mines & Geo,) 2024925

91 9 99 &1 € U & SUAR, §¢ Udhey 3R IRIR I WR

The auction shall be conducted on AS IS WHERE and the AS IS WHAT IS BASIS, hence it shall be the sole
and absolute responsibility of the potential purchasers to verify, examine and satisfy themselves about the
quality ,purity, cartage, weight or valuation of the said pledged gold ornaments prior to placing their bids.
If the borrowers mentioned above pay the amount due to the bank in terms of the loan agreement in his
individual loan account in full -1-days before the date of auction as mentioned above ,the pledged ornaments
securing the said loan may be withdrawn by the bank from the said auction without any notice. Please note
that it is absolute discretionary power of the Bank ,either to postpone or to cancel the auction proceedings
without prior notice and without assigning any reason thereof and to reject any or all the bids or offers without
assigning any reason for the same. For more details, terms and conditions potential purchasers may contact
in concerned Branch or call on Dalsingsarai Branch: 9918450083, Sheohar Branch: 9234379254, Donard
Branch: 7990589790, Gola Road Samastipur Branch: 8095402268, Samastipur (EVB) Branch: 7294193900,
Sitamarhi (EVB) 8101410509, Sitamarhi Branch: 8294635932, Darbhanga (EVB) Branch: 8340659629.

Date : 12.03.2025
Place : Darbhanga

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

epaper.indianexpress.com .- -
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, KUSUH AGGARWAL W/O SH.
RAKESH KUMAR AGGARWAL
R/0B-120, FIRST FLOOR, ASHOK
VIHAR PHASE-I, DELHI-110052,
that | have changed my name
to KUSUM AGGARWAL for all
purposes. 0070956133-1

I,Susheel Kumar Mokhariya,
S/o-Jagmal Singh,H.No.10,
Village Kanwali, Dist.Rewari-
123411(Haryana),have
changed my name to Susheel
Kumar. 0040779399-5

I,Sunita Singh,W/0-Rambir
Singh Yadav,R/0,H.No0.F-57,
Gali-No.16,Sadh-Nagar Palam-
Colony,New Delhi, have
changed my name from Sunita
Singh to Sunita Yadav vide-
affidavit dated-08-03-2025 at-
Delhi. 0040779414-10

I, Harish S/o0 Om Prakash, R/o I-
Block 339, Gali.No-14,Hari
Nagar-Extn, Badarpur, Jaitpur
Delhi-110044,have changed my
name to Harish Kumar,
Permanently. 0040779270-1

I, HARIOM S/O AVINASHI LAL
R/0 B-99-A, MOTHER DAIRY,
SWARN PARK, MUNDKA, DELHI-
110041 HEREBY DECLARE THAT
HARI OM AND HARIOM VERMA
IS ONE AND SAME PERSON

0070956185-1

I, GURUBACHAN KAUSHIK S/0O
NATTHIRAM R/O NATTHI RAM
34,RAIPUR KHADAR, SECTOR-
126, NOIDA-201304, have
change my nameto
GURUBACHAN SHARMA.

0070956194- 1

I, Dinesh Kumar SharmaS/o Om
Prakash Sharma R/o Plot No.
05, Block-E, Sector-52, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, UP-201301
have changed my name to
Dinesh Sharma for all future
purposes. 9999360450

0040779309-1

I, AmitS/o Sohan Lal PuriR/o0 T-
51, Gali No-9, Gautampuri,
Seelampur, Delhi-110053 have
changed my name to Amit Puri
forall future purposes.

0070956188-1

IShyam Dahel S/0, Raju Dahel
R/o C 157 B, 3rd Floor, Master
Wali Gali, New Ashok Nagar,
Delhi 110096 have changed my
name to Muhammad Shyam
Dahel. 0040779321-1

I Shakuntla Kumari Banger W/0,
BasavarajBanger R/o P-98 3rd
Floor Chittaranjan Park New
Delhi 110019 have changed my
name to Shakuntala Banger.

0040779319-1

IRahul S/o Sh.Satpal Singh R/o
House No.D/95, Ekta Enclave,
Street No.2, Ekta Enclave,
Burari, Delhi-110084 have
changed my name to Rahul
Sharmafor all purposes.

0040779274-3

IMohd Umar Farooque S/0,
Mohd Afaque R/0 1951 Gali
Chunnamal Suiwalan Darya
Ganj Delhi 110002 have
changed my name toUmar
Farooq. 0040779271-1

I Mohd Afag Rehmani S/0, Mohd
Ainuddin R/0 1951 Gali
Chunnamal Suiwalan Darya
Ganj Delhi 110002 have
changed my name to Mohd
Afaque. 0040779272-1

IManeesh S/o Basant Lal
MiglaniR/0 C-1/199,VTC
Yamuna Vihar, PO-Seelampur,
Delhi-110053, have changed my
name to Manish Miglani

0070956134-1

IBimla alias Bimla Devi alias
Vimla alias Vimla Saini alias
Bimla Saini D/o Balbeer Singh
W/o Ranjit Singh Saini R/o
Block H-3, Plot No.63, 3rd Floor,
Sector-18, Rohini, Delhi-110089
have changed my nameto
Bimla Saini for all purposes.

0040779274-2

I Babita W/O, Amarjeet Yadav
R/0 HNo 246 Hastsal Village
Uttam Nagar Near Yadav Dairy
New Delhi 59 have changed my
name to Babita Yadav.

0040779323-1

I,Anil Kumar,S/0 Shyamlal
Mittal,R/0,F-24/252-253,3rd
Floor,Sector-3,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have Changed my name
to Anil Mittal. 0040779401-2

Itis for general information that
I,Rahmat Ali,S/o0 Rehal
Husen,R/0 D-91,First-Floor,
Abul-Fazal Enclave Part-1,
Jamia-Nagar Okhla,New Delhi,
New Friends-Colony S.O, South
Delhi,Delhi-110025,declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as Rahamat
Aliin my PPO N0-349200515449.
The actual name of mineis
Rahmat Ali. 0040779414-11

I, ANKITA D/O No. 4572476K Rank
NK(Late) RANJIT KUMAR
MISHRA R/O VEDIC
APARTMENT, H.NO. 101,DC
OFFICE OPPOSITE, KAPASHERA,
DELHI-110037 have changed my
name to ANKITA MISHRA vide
affidavit dt.12.3.25 before
Delhi. 0070956132-1

Itis for general information that
I Intzaar Ahmad S/0 Anish
Ahmad R/o D-46, L-Type,
Ground Floor, GaliN0.9,0m
Vihar Phase-5, Uttam Nagar,
Delhideclare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Intzaar Ahamad in my minor
daughter Sumaila Ansari aged
16 yearsin her 10th Class
marksheet and certificate. The
actual name of mineis Intzaar
Ahmad, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040779274-1

I,hitherto known as Vishal,S/0
Baiju Prasad,residing
at,292,2nd floor Patparganj
Village,Mayur Vihar Phase-
1,Delhi-110091,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Vishal Yadav.

0040779359-1

,LUmmed Singh Verma,S/o-Jai
Ram Singh,R/0-101,Aspen
Towner,First Floor,0Omaxe
Forest Spa,Sector-43,
Faridabad have changed my
name to Ummed Singh.

0040779398-3

I,Anita W/0 Anil Mittal,R/O-F-
24/252-253,3rd Floor,Sector-
3,Rohini, Delhi-110085,have
Changed my name to Anita
Mittal. 0040779401-3

I,Shubhankar,S/0 Shri Avinash
Choudhary,H.No-317,Second-
Floor, Sector-14,Vasundhara-
Ghaziabad U.P-201012,have
changed my nameto
Shubhankar Choudhary.

0040779401-4

I,Sharmishta Gaur,W/o-Pawan
Kumar R/0-103,Block-
N,Mayfield Garden,South City-
Il,Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122018,Have Changed My
Name to Babita Tanwar.

0040779399-3

I,Service No.JC (NYA)-
15697851X, Rank:-Nb Sub
Name:-MANOJ NARAYANRAO
DHUDAS, father of, SHARWARI,
Presently, residing at, ADGSI
(S1-4), Room No0..924, 9th Floor,
‘A’ Wing,Sena Bhawan,New
Delhi-110011,have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
SHARWARI to SHARWARI
DHUDAS.Vide affidavit, date-
10.03.2025. 0040779414-8

I,Sahin Perveen W/o Mohd
Azharuddin Siddique R/0,C-
226/2, Abul-Fazal Enclave-2,
Shaheen Bagh, Jamia-
Nagar,0Okhla, Delhi-110025,
have changed my nameto
Shaheen Parween.

0040779372-5

I,SYED ALEEM,S/0 CHUNNU
MINYA SYED R/0O,H.NO-89,GALI
NO-6 SHASTRI-PARK EXTN
BURARI-NORTH,DELHI-
110084,have changed my name
to SYED ALIM,for all,future
purposes. 0040779359-5

I,SUDARSHAN KUMAR,S/O
MILKHI RAM PURI,R/O FLAT.NO
H-2070 GAUR GREEN-CITY
VAIBHAV KHAND
INDIRAPURAM
GHAZIABAD,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SUDARSHAN
KUMAR PURI,FOR
ALL,PURPOSES. 0040779359-7

1,SONU SAINI,S/0 SHRI.BABU
LAL,R/0O-10875,East Part
Road,ManakPura,Karol
Bagh,Central-Delhi,Delhi-
110005,have changed my,name
from SONU to SONU SAINI,for
all,future purposes and official
purposes. 0040779399-2

,SARWAN KUMARS,S/OM
SENDIL KUMAR,R/O,H.NO F-
160,3RD
FLOOR,MANGOLPURI,NEW-
DELHI-110083,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SARWAN
KUMAR,FOR ALL PURPOSES

0040779414-9

I,Seema W/o Sumitabh R/0-99,
Gali No-1,3rd Pusta, Soniya
Vihar Delhi-110094,Have
Changed My Name To Sima For
Future. 0040779414-5

I,Rohan pratap Talwar,S/O-
Naveen Talwar,R/0,A-
1/14,Panchsheel
Enclave,Chirag-Delhi
Flyover,Panchsheel-
Enclave,South-Delhi-
110017,have changed my name
to Rohan Talwar for all future
purposes 0040779401-7

I,Rickee S/o Balwant Singh R/o
H.No.6-A, Gali-No.5/4, Chander
Vihar, Vikaspuri Extension,
Nilothi, Delhi-110041,have
changed my name to Rickee
Singh. 0040779372-3

I,Ravinder Kumar and Ravinder
Madaan S/o0 Ram Chand Madan
R/0,A-2/11 Sector-3, Rohini,
Delhi-85 have changed my-
name to Ravinder Kumar
Madaan. 0040779372-2

I,Ramanpreet,W/0.Sarabjeet
Singh R/0.24/4A,Second Floor,
Double Storey,Jail Road,Ashok
Nagar,Tilak Nagar,New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Ramanpreet Kaur,for all
Purposes. 0040779359-4

I,Rakhi Rani,W/o0-Mukesh
Gupta,R/o Plot No.166,llird
Floor,Pkt-21, Sector-
24,Rohini,North West-Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Rakhi Gupta. 0040779399-7

I,RITU SINGHAL W/O PARVEEN
GOEL R/0O B-4/380-381,3rd-
FLOOR,SECTOR-
8,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RITU
GOEL. 0040779414-1

ILRAVINDER KUMAR,S/0O
PRAKASH CHANDRA,R/O,
75,PACHOUTA,BULANDSHAHR,
UTTAR PRADESH-203002,have
changed my nameto
RAVINDRA KUMAR.

0040779359-3

ILRAJNEESH JAIN alias RAJNISH
JAIN S/o0 Late Sh. Satish Chand
Jain R/0-M-94,Rama
Krishana,Vihar 29 IP
Extension,Laxmi Nagar East
Delhi-110092,have changed my
name to RAJNISH JAIN.

0040779392-1

I,Praveen Kumar,S/0O-Mahender
Kumar,R/0-WZ-51,Gali.No-
6,Near Dada-Chatri Wala
Marg,Raj-Nagar-1, Palam-
Colony New Delhi-110045,Have
Changed my Minor Daughter’s
Name,Fiya Rustagi to Bhavya.

0040779398-10

I, Amee Trivedi,W/O-Sandeep
Jaiswal,R/0O-Emaar Emerald
Estate,Flat No-B-904,Next to
Worldmark Mall,Sector-65,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001,
Have Changed My Name To
Amee Trivedi Jaiswal,
Permanently. 0040779399-10

l,Akanksha Puri,W/o-Rupinder
Pal Singh,D/0-Dilip Kumar
Puri,R/0 C 21,First Floor,
Geetanjali Enclave,New Delhi-
110017,have changed my name
to Akanksha Puri Singh.

0040779399-8

I,Pooja,D/0-Vinod Vishkarma,
R/0O,F-276B,Upper 3rd-
Floor,Sudarshan-Park,C-Block
Chakki,Ramesh-Nagar New-
Delhi-110015,Have Changed my
Name to Pooja Vishwakarma.

0040779398-9

I,Pankaj Mokhariya,W/o-
Susheel Kumar,
R/0,H.No.10Village-Kanwali,
Dist.Rewari-
123411(Haryana),have
changed my name to Pankaj
Gautam. 0040779399-4

I,Naveen Singh S/o0 Girishpal
Singh R/o-Plot No.21,Khasra
No.256,Radhey,Shyam Park
Phase-2,Loni Dehat
Pavi,Sadanapur Ghaziabad UP-
201102,changed my name to
Naveen Singh Chauhan.

0040779392-2

I,Muskan Madaan D/o Shri
Ravinder Kumar Madaan R/0 A-
2/11 Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi-85,
have changed my nameto
Muskaan Madaan.

0040779372-1

I,Mukhtvar Singh,S/0 Sardar
Singh,R/0-31/68,Gali.no.3,
Bhikam Singh-Colony,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032.Have
changed my name to
Mukhtihar Singh,for all
purposes. 0040779359-2

I,Mohammed Nasir,S/o-Badrul
Islam,R/0-6284,Gali Marwari,
Quresh Nagar, Sadar Bazar,
Delhi-110006,have changed my
name to Mohammad Nasir.

0040779399-9

I,Manoj Kumar Manchanda, S/o-
Notan Dass Manchande,R/o-
1041,Sector-46, Faridabad,
have changed my nameto
Manoj Manchanda.

0040779398-4

I,Mahabob Alam S/O Umar Ali
R/0 Domahata, Hathua,
Gopalganj, Bihar-841436,Have
Changed my nameto
Mahmood Alam. 0040779372-4

I,MOHD MUSHAIR HEREBY
INFORMED THAT I,LHAVE
CHANGED/EXPAND MY-MINOR
SON NAME,FROMSS.
M.HAMDAN TO SYED
MOHAMMAD HAMDAN,FOR
ALL FUTURE,PURPOSES.

0040779414-7

I,MAHI PAL SINGH CHAUHAN,
S/0-OM PRAKASH SINGH R/O A-
14,2ND FLOOR SECTOR-
35,NOIDA,GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR,U.P.-201301,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MAHI
PAL SINGH. 0040779414-2

I, Jag Mohan,S/o0 Ramvir
Singh,H.No.232 \Vidya-Vihar,
West-Enclave, Pitampura,
North West-Delhi,Delhi -
110034,have changed my name
to Jagmohan Singh.

0040779401-9

I,INDRA PAL SING
GANGWAR,S/0,GANGARAM
AMILAIYA
MUKERI,R/O,RASIDPURMAIRA
SIDPUR MAI,
FARRUKHABAD,UTTAR
PRADESH-207504,have
changed my name to INDERPAL
SINGH. 0040779414-3

I,Harsh S/o K.V.K. Sinha,R/0-E-
332,Anandlok Housing
Society,Near Hindustan Times
Apartment,Mayur-Vihar
Phase-1,East-Delhi -
110091,have changed my name
toHarshSinha. 0040779401-8

l,Harpreet Singh Bakshi,
S/0.Kirpal Singh,R/0.WZ-8,gali
no.1,Shiv Nagar,New Delhi-
110058,have Changed my name
to Harpreet Singh Sarna,for all
purposes. 0040779399-1

ILHARIOM S/O-RAM
SANJEEVAN,R/O A-123,PEER
BABA OM VIHAR,PHASE-
5,UTTAM-NAGAR,D.K MOHAN
GARDEN,WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110059,have changed my,name
to HARIOM DHURIYAAN.

0040779401-1

I,Devendar Mohan Sudan,S/o
Mohan Lal,R/0-12A03, Kalypso
Court-10,Jaypee Greens
Wishtown,Sector-128 Noida-
201304,Have Changed My
Name To Devender Mohan
Sudan. 0040779414-4

I,Deepika Vasudev Kotian,W/o0
Laxmisha Sadashiva
Suvarna,R/o0 OMQ-134/3 Air-
Force Station,Rajokri,Delhi-
110038,Have Changed My
Name To Deepika L Suvarna.

0040779414-6

I,Deep Gagan,S/0-Om Parkash.
H.No.41,Ist Floor,West Avenue-
Road, West Punjabi-
Bagh,West-Delhi-110026,have
changed my name to Deep
Gagan Lal. 0040779399-6

I,Chander Shakher,s/o Surender
Babu Sharma,R/0,H.No.
327/6,Ward No.02,Near-Rama
Medical Hall, Kumhar-Gate,
Sonipat-131001,Haryana, have
changed my name to Chander
Shekher Permanently.

0040779398-5

I, CHANDRA KISHOR SINGH
GANGWAR,S/O-INDERPAL
SINGH,R/0,I-904,SAMRIDHI
LUXURIYA AVENUE,SECTOR-
150,NOIDA,OPP.ACE
PARKWAY,GAUTAMBUDDHA
NAGAR,U.P-201310,have
changed my name to CHANDRA
KISHOR.

0040779401-10

I, Anurag Sharma,S/0 Sh.Ram
Kumar,R/0,Flat.No.201
250/12,Krishna Colony,Near-
Angel Field,School,Sector-
7,Gurugram,Haryana,have
changed my name,from
Anurag to Anurag Sharma,for
all,future purposes.

0040779401-6

I,ANEET KUMAR,S/O NARAIN
DAS SACHDEVA,R/0O-71,3RD
FLOOR(TOP-FLOOR),BANK
ENCLAVE, NEAR GOVERNMENT
DISPENSARY,LAXMI-NAGAR,
EAST,DELHI, DELHI-110092,have
changed my name to ANEET
SACHDEVA, permanently.

0040779359-6

I,Aditya,S/0 Shri Avinash
Choudhary,H.No-317,Second-
Floor,Sector-14, Vasundhara
Ghaziabad,U.P-201012,have
changed my name to Aaditya
Choudhary. 0040779401-5

I,ARUNA DEVI W/0 DHARAM PAL
R/0-Plot No-120,Third Floor
Back,Side Block-R-2, Mohan
Garden Uttam Nagar Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to RUNA DEVI. 0040779398-6

I,ARUN KUMAR YADAV,S/0-RAM
NARESH YADAV,residing at,A-
23,STEET.NO-1,WEST JYOTI-
NAGAR,DELHI-110094, have
changed my name to ARUN
KUMAR,for all,future purpose.

0040779398-8

IL,ANANTHU,S/0 AJAYAKUMARR
R/0 MAP-321/43,HQ IAF POST-
HARBAL BENGALURU,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
ANANTHU TO ANANTHU AJAY
VIDE-AFFIDAVIT DATED-

11/ 03/2025. 0040779359- 9

I ABHISHEK SETHI,S/0O-Ravi
Sethi, R/0,D-322,Sehyog Vihar,
Distt-Court Complex, Dwarka,
Delhi-110059,have changed my
name ABHISHEK SETHI to
ABHISHEK. 0040779398-7

I,ABHIRAMI S D/O-AJAYA KUMAR
RR/O,MAP 321/43,HQ IAF POST-
HARBAL BENGALURU,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
ABHIRAMI S TO ABHIRAMI,
VIDE-AFFIDAVIT DATED-
11/03/2025. 0040779359- 10

I, Sonu, S/o Bhagmal, R/o0
H.No0.182, Gali No.22, Sadarpur
Colony, Sector-45, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.-
201301 wishto correct
following corrections in my
Son (Deep Bhati) and Daughter
(Manvi)’s School Certificates.|,
hereby solemnly declare that
my correct nameis SONU and
my wife’s correct name is RITA
whichis wrongly written as
SonuBhatiand Reetain Son
and Daughter’s Birth
Certificate and School Record.

0040779355-1

I, SIMA DAS JANA, spouse of
N0.17029305F(NK) SUMAN
JANA, resident of Village-
Balarampur, P.O.-Terapekhia,
P.S.-Nandigram, District-Purba
Medinipur, West Bengal-
721656, have changed my name
from SIMA DAS JANA to SIMA
DAS, vide affidavit IN-
DL40108609369969X, dated:
24/02/2025, before Notary,
Advocate: Rajkumar, Regd.No.-
6536, New Delhi. 0070953091-1

I, Ridhima Singh D/o Ajay Kumar
R/o0 A-102, Sector-9, New Vijay
Nagar Colony Ghaziabad Have
changed my name to Ridhima
kumar for all future purposes

0040779275-1

I, Ragashri Chandrasekhar W/o
Ashok Balakrishnan Pillai R/o-
BA 54A, Ashok Vihar, Phase-1,
Delhi-110052 do hereby declare
that my nameis wrongly
written as Ragashri Pillai in my
demat account with Kotak
Securities and that Ragashri
Chandrasekhar is my correct
name. 0040779290-1

I, RAMESH KUMAR DHANKHAR
S/0 HARIKISHAN R/O HOUSE
NO-2120 SECTOR 46, GURGAON
HARYANA 122003, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
RAMESH KUMAR FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040779293-1

I, Manita W/o Amit Puri R/0 T-51,
Gali No-9, Gautampuri,
Seelampur, Delhi-110053 have
changed my name to Manita
Purifor all future purposes

0070956191-1

I,Neeraj Rani,W/o-Madan
Lal,R/o0 TC-6/5,New Moti-Nagar
Delhi-15,have changed my
nameto Neeraj. 0040779398-2

I, Mamta Arora W/O Shri
Sanjeev Kumar, R/0 45,G No.1
FF, Uttranchal Enclave,
Kamalpur, Burari, Delhi-84
declare that before marriage
was known as Mamta Sharma
and after marriage | have
changed my name from Mamta
Sharmato Mamta Aroraandin
futurelshall be known as
Mamta Arora for all purposes.

0040779289-1

I, MITAL,W/O PRASHAR
KATYAL,ADD:C-502,THE SRI
DURGA-CGHSLTD,PLOT NO
THE-6A SECTOR-11, DWARKA,
NEW-DELHI-110075,changed
my name to MITALI KATYAL.

0040779398-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Mukesh Malhotra S/o Nirmal
Chand Malhotra owner of Flat
No.15, DIN CGHS Ltd, Plot No.7,
Sec 4, Dwarka, New Delhi, have
lost the following original
documents- 1.Allotment letter
2.Possession Certificate
3.0ccupation Certificate in
respect of the above flat. If
found, plinform at 9871915417

0040779274-4

I, Ajai Gupta S/0 J.P.Gupta, Have
Lost Original SHARE
CERTIFICATE issued against My
Property Flat No-D-702, N.P.C.C.
Employees CGHS Ltd., Plot No-
13, Sector-22, Dwarka, New
Delhi-110075 Finder
Contact:9811514226

0070956192-1

I, Dayal Singh Negi S/o Sh.
Madho Singh Negi have lost the
original allotment letter
bearing
no.F18(171)/2005/LSB(R)/752
dated 19.01.2007 issued in favor
of Lal Singh S/o0 Gyani Ram R/o
Village & Post Office Nangal
Dewat, New Delhi-110037
pertaining to Plot No.3, D Block,
Village Rangpuriin Village
Nangal Dewat. Whosoever
finds the same, is requested
return the same at my address
i.e.E-468, Gali No.9, West Vinod
Nagar, New Delhi-110092.
Ph.+91 9810537435
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P, K. SINGH (schnscala)

12-A, LGF, Parsvansin faushamid Mal
Kashambi, Ghazabao
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{& my client’z &nd all their other Gmiy}
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ianihy Bum JC, Trikhaldchocatil
BChi. Ko A, T Heaai Courts. Delra-110054.|

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising inits newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is notified to public, that my clients Rakib
Shiekh S/o Late Golam Ambiya and Smt.Nazrin
Begum W/o Rakib Shiekh R/o H.No.A-110, Hari
Enclave, Kirari Suleman Nagar, Delhi-110086,
have severed all their relations with their son Nur
Mohammad Rajan Shiekh S/o Rakib Shiekh and
their daughter-in-law  Humera W/o Nur
Mohammad Rajan Shiekh and debarred them
from all their movable and immovable
properties as their acts and conduct are harmful
and not appropriate towards my clients. If
anybody deals with them in any manner, he/she
shall do so at his/her own risk, costs and
consequences for which my clients shall not be
responsible in any manner.

Sd/-

BHUPINDER MEHTANI
Advocate

Ch. No. 245, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

This Public Notice is hershy given
on behalf of Mr. Ujwal Anand
Sharma, who s inlaresied in
purchasing the Basement of
Property siluated al C-580,
Defence Colony, South Delhi
(“the Property™).
Ariy parsonds) claiming any mght,
e, interasd, or Ben over the s5aid
Property, or having any
objgction(s) whalsaaever 1o the
proposed sale, is hereby called
upon b make such claimis) in
writing, along with all supporting
documents, 1o the undersigned
Advocate within 7 (seven) days
frarn L dabe of publication of this
nolice.ln the eveni no daims ar
ohjections are received within the
said period, it shall be presumed
thaf no person has any obeealion
or adverse claim o fhe F‘rupeﬂ:.r.
and any such claimis), if raized
thereafter, shall tand w;*-.'al:l &
shall not be entertained under any
CEFCUMSlancas,

Advocate Prashant Sivarajan

D-375, Defence Cokony, New

Dathi-24; M : TETA2E0452 Email

prashanti@iawmanandwhite.com
Place: Maw Dahi; Ot 12.03. 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT MY CLIENTS 1.
SHRI VIDYA SAGAR TANEJA, AGE- 73 YRS.
S/O.- PIARA LAL TANEJA, 2. SMT. KRISHNA
TANEJA, AGE-63 YRS. W/O. SHRI VIDYA SAGAR
TANEJA BOTH R/O- H-3/78, VIKASPURI, NEW
DELHI-110018, HAVE DISOWNED THEIR
SON- SAHIL TANEJA AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW
MANSI RANI D/O. RAJ KUMAR, FROM ALL
THEIR MOVABLE (INCLUDING BANK
ACCOUNTS/ FIXED DEPOSIT/ LOCKERS ETC.)
AND IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AND ALSO
SEVERED ALL THEIR RELATIONS WITH THEM,
DUE TO THEIR I'LL CONDUCT AND BAD
BEHAVIOUR TOWARD THEM, ANYBODY DEALS
WITH AFORESAID PERSONS IN ANY MANNER
WHATSOEVER, SHALL DO SO AT HIS/HER/
THEIR OWN RISK AND MY CLIENTS SHALL NOT
BE RESPONSIBLE OF THEIR ACTS. TAKE NOTICE
THAT MY CLIENTS ALSO REVOKED THE
PUBLICE NOTICE DATED- 28-11-2024
PUBLISHED IN “JANSATTA” & “THE INDIAN
EXPRESS”. THEREFORE IT STANDS
CANCELLED/NULL FROM TODAY.

Hemant Kumar (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/4447/16
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E-mmail: syadaTHE oo gl pom

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Saddam Hussain @ Bade, S/o Sallauddin, R/o H.No. C-
1/261, Nand Nagri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 177/2018, Uls
380/511/34 IPC, P.S. Nand Nagri, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Saddam Hussain @ Bade cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my salisfaction that the said Saddam

Hussain @ Bade has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Saddam Hussain
@ Bade accused of FIR No. 177/2018, U/s 380/511/34 IPC,
P.5. Nand Nagri, Delhi is required to appear before this Court
to answer the said complaint on or before 25.04.2025.

By Order

Ms. Deepakshi Rana

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
Shahdara, Room No. 19
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/3142/NE/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
Kamal Sharma S/o Ram Lal Sharma Ric M-21/18B, Batla
House, near Khalilullah Masjid, Okhla, Delhi has Commilted
{or are suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No. 208/2019 Ul/s 406/419/420/468/4T71/M120B IPC, P.S.
Economic Offences Wing, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Kamal Sharma
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Kamal Sharma has absconded (or is

concealing himseifto avoud the service of the said warrant),
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Kamal
Sharma of case FIR No. 208/2019 U/s 406/419/420/468/471/
120B IPC, P.S. Economic Offences Wing, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court lo answer the said complaint on or

before 30.04.2025.

By Order
Dr. Nupur Gupta
Ld Chief Judicial Magistrate
South-East District, Room No. 516, 5th Floor

DP/300%/EOW!2025(Court Matter) Saket Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complainl has been made before me that accused
Person Ashok Pandey, Rfo: H.No. 61, Block-A, Gali NoG
Anandpur Dham, New Delhi & Plot No. 1. Khasra Mo. 103/11/2,
Ground Floor, Block-A, Sher Singh Enclave Near Village-
Begumpur, Delhi near SBl ATM has committed (or is suspected to
have commilted) the offence in FIR No: 12260/2017 U/S: 138 NI
Act, PS: Mangolpuri, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s) Ashok
Pandey, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person{s) Ashok Pandey, has
absconded (or is concealing himsealf to avoid the service of the said
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
person Ashok Pandey, of FIR No: 12260/2017 W/S: 138 NI Act,
PS: Mangolpuri, Delhi 15 required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 14.04.2025.

By Order

Reetika Jain

Judicial Magistrate First Class

DP/3071/0D/2025 North-West Court No.105
(Court Matter) Rohini Court, Delhi

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

E-Frocurement Tender Notice Mo, 26/2025; Dated: 10-03-2025.

| E-tendiers are invited for the following wark:-

Description of works Tender Quantity T'”g::ﬂn""
. SN, 1, Tender No, 01265015
II'l.-"lﬂr1l..|||:|u1l..||lr|t_:| & Supply of PSC
TIO Sleapar 60 KG 1 in 186 10 (Ten) Set 31-03-2025
RDSO Drg No. T-5681

NOTE:= For full detalls of Tender Motice and Tender Documenis,
Tenderer may log on to the website (www.ireps.gov.in)
prospective bidder wha Intend 1o participale in above lenders are
required to log in themsalves with the above website and submit
their offar electronically, If thay are already registerad with IREPS
In casa they are nol registerad with IREPS, they are advised 1o
obtain clasa-lll Digital Signature Certificata from the certifying
agencies under Govl. of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the

nbove tender
Principal Chiel Materials Manager/Con/Maligaon

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

(Construciion Crganisation)

with & amile™

"SErving Cusiomenrs

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
Person Maneoj @ Gattu Sfo Hari Chand R/e Village-Ram
Magar Sangora, PS-Palasi, Distt - Arariya Bihar also at T-B676
Baljeet Nagar, Delhi have committed (or is suspected o have
committed) the offence under FIR.No. 165/17 Dt. 06.05.2017
U/s 380/411/34 IPC. has been registered at P.S. Moti Nagar,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there
upon issued that the, Manoj @ Gattu cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said,
Manoj @ Gattu has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Manoj
@ Gattu of FIR. No. 165/17 Dt. 06.05.2017 U/s 380/411/34
IPC. registered at P.5S. Moti Nagar, Delhl is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
15.04.2025.

By Order Ms. Sukriti Singh
JMFC-04, Room No. 268
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/3045/WD/2025
(court matter)

IMPORTANT NOTICE

iy’ PRS counters will remain closed on 14.03.2025 (Friday)
» inthe Morning shift (08:00 hrs to 14:00 hrs)
on the occasion of HOLI at following locations over
Delhi Division i.e. Anand Vihar Terminal (PRS),
Sahibabad, Naya Ghaziabad, Gurgaon, Palam,
Delhi Cantt., Delhi Sarai Rohilla, Faridabad,
Ballabhgarh, Palwal, Narela, Sonipat, Panipat,
Karnal, Kurukshetra, Kaithal, Jind, Mansa,
Rohtak, Bahadur Garh, Nangloi, Shamli,
Murad Nagar, Modi Nagar, Meerut Cantt., Meerut
City, Muzaffarnagar, Khatauli, Deoband, Baraut,
Gohana, Pataudi Road, Greater Noida,
Noli, Saket Court, Dwarka Court, Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT), Shakur Basti,
Samalkha, Ganaur, Shahabad Markanda,
Tohana, Julana, Narwana, Chaudhary Charan
Singh University (MTC).

Current Reservation counters at New Delhi
(Pahar Ganj & Ajmeri Gate Side), Delhi Main,
Hazrat Nizamuddin, Anand Vihar & Delhi Sarai
Rehilla Railway Stations will work at usual timing.

No. CTEM/ERC/Holi/DiwalilFestival/2004 Dated: 03.2025

RailMadad
Helpline No.

Vizit RailMadad wehbszsite:

www_railmadad. indianrailways.gov.in

Download Railmadad App
Follow us on :- ) [} B3

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your convenience... our concern
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BN3S)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Sandeep Bhaskar S/o Shri Sahdev Chander
EBhaskar R/io T-21/7B, DLF, Phase Ill, Gurugram, Haryana
also at B-1/4, Plot No. 4, Krishna Nagar, Delhi also at 404,
MG Road, Gitorni, New Delhi-110030 has committed (or is
suspected to have cnmmitmd} the: offence in FIR No. 344/17
Uls 406/420/102B IPC P.S. Kirti Nagar, Delhi and it has
been retumed to warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said accused Sandeep Bhaskar cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Sandeep Bhaskar has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that Sandeep Bhaskar in FIR
No. 344/17 U/s 406/420/102B IPC P.S. Kirti Nagar, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 16.04.2025, By order
Ms. Samikskha Gupta
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/2922/WD/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.PC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mamely: Amit Dhingra, Slo.: Late Sh, Kewal Prakash Dhingra,
Rlo. Flat No.B-11/8226, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070 Also at:
4032-B/5/6, Ground Floor, Near Jal Board, Vasant Kunj, New
Delhi-110070 has committed (or is suspected to has committed)
the offence in a case vide CC No.8001/2017, 8002/2017 U/S 138 NI
Act registered at P.S Kotwali, North District, Delhi and it has been
returned on a warrant of arest thereupon issued stating that the
said Amit Dhingra could not be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that accused Amit Dhingra is absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Amit Dhingra
is required to appear before the court to answer the said complaint
on or before 30.04.2025 at 10.00 A.M. By Order
Ms. SHREYA SINGH
Judicial Magistrate First Class (NI ACT)-05 Central,
Room No. 2, Ground Floor, Building Annexe-ll

DP/3058/N/2025

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi
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CROSSWORD 5623

i - I | €] | E i
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10 11
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1 22
2 25 .
ACROSS DOWN

1 Point to healthy sea 1 Royal house described in
creature (5) words (7)

4 Surveys theraw materialand 2 No-one at heart very nervous
i'samess(7) (3,2,4)

8 Love of games?(3) 3 Eastern lake found in the West,
9 About to springon journalist ~ that’sstrange (5)

but recoiled (9) 41nagem blemishes affect the
10 Might be nicer in the standard (6)

southeast to be honest(7) 5 Train or coach (7)

11 Fruit offered to first mate (5) 6 When single love is at first

13 Vegetable bringsagirloutin ~ divine(3)

spots(6) 7 Provide proper directions

15 He holds listenersinakindof ~ fIrst(5)

transport (6) 12 [ try penal reform. Others

subscribe toit(5,4)

18 It’s a great change for her (5)
14 A somewhat outstanding

19 He breaks down in the course

of an investigation (7) substitute (5-2)

21 Told Maria the clumsy 16 Takes parents out (7)

version (9) 17 Promise not freely given (6)
23 daren’t tear away to get 18 A woman composes a note to
her(3) Lady Hamilton (5

24 An Italian poet? Not too 20 Atop position in ancient
fast(7) Athens(5)

25 Sound hints for fixing a 22 Metal said to have been a
hammock (5) conductor (3)

Solutions Crossword 5622 Across: 1French horn, 8 Theme, 9 Manette, 10
Tessera, 11 Budge, 12 Minima, 14 Esteem, 17 Opium, 19 Ovation, 21 Eyesore, 22
Acrid, 23 Schooltime Down: 2 Reels in, 3 Niece, 4 Hymnal, 5 Omnibus, 6 Noted, 7
Determined, 8 Totem poles, 13 Mammoth, 15 Epigram, 16 Forego, 18 Ideas, 20 Avast

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Let no one ever come to you without leaving__and___-Mother Teresa (6.,.,7)

EEEIR YPOSTT
HE BE H BN
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

: DUDE, YOU'RE A THOUSAND [ oomous -
MU NECKUAGE.TM, LIKE, TOTALLY | MILES FROMANY OCEAN... | (EVERNTHMNG s |
AROLUND N ??{EPWHE T AS THE JE#F%\O&TEEH%&%G%ﬁ ON GEORGE... SPIFFY . f
JOUR RO RAAES” SAT... YOU'RENO GEORGE | /§ !
: CLOONEY! £
GEORGE |
CLOONEY? :
i

|

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

1. Explain Newtons First
Law of Motion in your
QWn Words. .

Jakika Foob MoG. Grug

PubbawWuP Zink wattoom I LONE :
GaloR¥ . THUMEBLE Spuiz LOOPHOLES. [
— 4

:

L 1R Wil

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

HEY, BITSY. IF | DO IT, YOU'LL YOU HAVE TO
| NEED HAVE TO DO RUN AWAY AND
A SOMETHING NEVER COME
BACK

15 S by rth A it b Wnekd ool nierms.

\

Difficulty Level 3s

Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, - -
every digitfrom1to 9 2 1 _
must appear in each of the 9 (=11 ’ 7 '
nine vertical columns, in

|
=
el

each of the nine horizontal 1 6 B
rows and in each of the { ; { |
nine boxes.
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SUDOKU 5893

Ts =Very easy; 2s = Easy; i | | e |
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; 5914 3 7

5s=VeryHard; M [ '
6s =Genius 8 5

|

| |

Difficulty Level 3 6 |
|
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Once you're past the You probably won't
present period, notice any change
you'll see that home today, but the

and family life have opposition is now

indeed been strengthened
immeasurably. A word for
those in the property market:

beginning to crumble both at
home and at work, and not
before time. Arguments which

strange as it may seem, have been used to deny you
current difficulties are your rights will dissolve under
working in your favour. the steady drip of the waters of
Libran truth.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Venus is still SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
offering you its There are certain
blessings, but while ties and associations
this planet normally which must now be
brings love without strings, handled with great
right now it indicates that tact, not to mention sympathy
relationships are nothing and understanding.

without responsibility and
commitment. You're stillina
secretive mood, but that's only

Fortunately, there is nobody
better than a Scorpio at dealing
with such delicate tasks.

to be expected. Hopefully partners will
recognise this.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
The best friendships ~ SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
are likely to be Making choicesis a
formed with people Sagittarian
who are older or speciality, but the
wiser than you. Certainly, decisions that are
you'll value age and looming now concern more

experience and you may be
attracted to people you work
with, or with whom you share
common activities. Ensure

than the everyday details of
daily life. In a sense, it is your
entire lifestyle which must

shift, but just how and when

engagements are firmed up. may not be revealed for
another two months.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
As the next lunar CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
alignment Given that a special
approaches, but little-known
partners, loved ones celestial point, the

and offspring all seem to want
your undivided attention. You
must do what you can to
protect your territory and
preserve your personal space.

Moon’s north node,
is hovering in helpful regions
of your chart, you can be
confident that whatever the
daily problems, your financial

If you're called on to do extra situation is improving.

work, then go ahead. Make

sure that extra effort counts. AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)

Most of the conflicts

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) inyour solar chart at
Solar and lunar the momentrelate
influences over the to your inner
next twenty-four feelings of insecurity. The
hours may lead you trouble is that while the

to new conclusions. Even
though there’s a chance you
may feel briefly undermined,
the outcome will be positive if
it forces you to think again.
You'll get it right next time.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

astrological causes are so
simple, the remedy may
require a great deal of
self-knowledge and
discipline. So, stop for a
while, and think.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Your talents are Listen carefully to
many, and have what relatives or
often been colleagues have to
underestimated. say. You see, it’s

Politically-minded Virgos will
be coming into their own. Even
those of you who have never
regarded yourselves as political
creatures will be moving
inexorably towards
involvement in the community.

your Piscean intuitions that
help you understand the
problem and offer the best
advice. This is a fine day for
taking financial decisions,
but only if you're into long-
term benefits.

4“ U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.

e

HARDUAGAN.) THERMAL POWER STATION
KASIMPUR (ALIGARH)

E- TENDER NOTICE
Superintending Engineer, ECMC, Kasimpur.

1- Short Term E-Tender No. 1%ECMC/ECMD-VHTPS/
2024-25, Online e-bids were invited for the works of "Various
Cleaning Sweeping works inside colony area at Harduaganj
Thermal Power Plant, Kasimpur, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh”, Which
will be uploaded on http:/letender.up.nic.in on 12.03.2025,
Estimated Cost of work is Rs. 18,94 430.00, Time Period 04
months, Earnest Money is Rs, 38,000.00 Last date of bid
submission 26.03.2025 (14:00 Hrs).

Mote- Tender specification may be downloaded from the website
(http://etender.up.nic.in) and other specification details can be

work, tender specification and other terms & condition is as
per tender documents available on the e-portal
(http://etender.up.nic.in). Corrigendum, Addendum,
Extension if any shall be uploaded only on the Nigam website
www.uprvunl.org. Bidders are advised to visit the website
regularly for updated information from time to time. The
contactors have to submit the hard copy before the schedule
date/time in the concern office in sealed envelope containing
details of the tender mentioned on the envelope. Tenders are
advised to send their hard copy directly to the concerned
tendering authority of the Circles/Division. Who reserve the right
to unaccept/cancel any or all the tenders without assigning any
reason there of.

Superintending Engineer (H.Q.)
f=r

THIE 14/ Eitoaio (o) / Bems s demeqin) S 28 12.03.2025

“Save Electricity for Nation™

.= RAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD

MNa. ;- 4751 Dated :- 11,/03/2025

NIT : 04/2024-25

Bicks for 1. Operation & Maintenance of street light fetunes in CHS SV MNagar Kota 2
CHS Kunhael Kota 3 CHS I'-L'ln"ug.=|=1|r|'|.1r'-:]| Diigtr Kata 4, CHS Mamwa & Lakher Diget
Bundi {far Twa wears) 5. Plantation work & maintenance for & wvears in CHS Swami
Vivekanand Magar, Kota 6.CHS Lakheri, Cistt. Bundi (5 yvears maintenance) 2024-25 are
invited from interested bidders from 17.03.2025 to 26032025, Other particular of bid
may be visited on the procurement portal (http./feproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in} of the state & hittp://urban.rajasthan.gov.in/rhb
Department YWebsite.

UEN Mo.:- RHBE2425W50B00362 To RHEZ425WS0BO0I6T

Reaj Sarmwad/C/24/13164 Dy. Housing Commissioner, Kata

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike

Offica of the Execufive Engineer, BTM Layout Division, BEMP Complex,
2nd Floor, Laskar Hosur Road, Adugodi, Bangatore-580030

No.EE/BTMKppp/14/2024-25 Date: 11.03.2025

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

(Short Term Tender Notification - Two cover system)

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.kamataka.gov.in only)

The Executive Engineer BTM Layout Division, BEMP, Bangalore
invites tenders from eligible Contractors reqistered in Bruhat
Bangalore Mahanagara Palike or equivalent registration with
CPWD { KPWD or any State Government Organisations for the
construction of works detailed in the table below.

Sl.

Name of the Work
No.

Comprehensive developments to drains, roads, Culverts and
otherimprovement works in EWS Colony, Madeenanagar and
surrounding areainward No, 181 BTM Layout.

1. | Approximate Value of work : 300.00 Lakhs, EMD : 4,50,000/-
(Rs. 1.00 Lakh shall be paid in the kppp portal and the Balance
Amount of Rs. 3,50.000/-shall be in the form of Bank
Guarantee)- 1st Call.

Calendar of Events: (1) Tenders must be submitted online
through kppp portal on or before 16.00 hours on 21.03.2025.
(2) Pre bid meeting will be held on 17.03.2025 at 15:00 hours
in the office of The Chief Engineer (South), Bruhal Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, 9th Main, Sth Cross, Jayanagar 2nd Block,
Bengaluru-560011 (3) Technical Bids will be opened on the
website https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in the office of the
Executive Engineer, BTM Layout Division on or after 24.03.2025
at 16:30 hours.

Sd/- Executive Engineer BTM Layout Division

NORTHERN RAILWAY

GVK Power (Goindwal Sahib) Limited

Regd. Office: Plot No. 10, Paigah Colony, Sardar Patel Road, Secunderabad- 500003,
Telangana, India CIN:U40109TG1997PLC028483

L& ON

T b

1A Gt

siTeit dsa=re fororte fefaras
Container Corporation of India Lid.

[ 4aTTE TATESTE ST AERCET )

alf imd ks Lindsrtakindg

-TEW

(A wholly owned subsidiary of Guru Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPL)
(A step down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)

Electrical Dept. Head GATP, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for the work of:

"1 [Tender Enquiry No. 024/GATP/ELEC/ID/20017520
“TENDER FOR Supply of ID FAN Induction Motor”

Distt.:
specifications.

dated 12/03/2025

at 2X270 MW Guru Amardas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goindwal Sahib,
Tarn Taran, Punjab as per details given in the tender

12/03/2025 from 17:00 Hrs onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

any, will be

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from

published online at

No. 42505/PB GATP-11/25
NOTICE INVITING TENDER Ty T TO———
Nameol | 30-Elect-64-T-2024-25-E3 T , o i bgind g o g b
) ; , . . . Mew Delhi, Southwest Dathi, Delhi - 1100249,
wiork and its| Electrical work in conmecbon with; Provision of 08 Mos. Rooms with e Email ID: purchass@nddbdalryservicas.com
locations combine odedbathroomin 04 Mos. Roomon PF Mo, 01 at HNZM s{alion i ry £
() Replacement of mechanical cabinof TED (D & F ) cabin with EL Invitation For Bid (IFB), Local Competitive Bidding (LCEB)
Approx cost of the works in Rs. 36.27 lacs Bids are invited by Alamadhl Sermen station NDDB DS for following items RGM
Address of the offica 7. Dhivil Elacl. Engineser'Ganaral, Meaw Dalki, funded Projects.
Sr. Description of ITEMS with Event Sfart / Platform
Earnest Money Rs. 72,600.00 No. Bid Ref. Number CloseDate |
Date & time of submission of tender | 07 04 2025, 12.00Hrs. 1 |Cantract Far*nﬂg of Crop Seed Production at 13.03 2025 5:00 am Threugh
z CCBF Andeshnagar NDS/ALMICCBAN/ 0304 2025 5:00 pm | NCOFIE Porlal
Opening of tender 0704 2025, 12.00Hrs CONTRACTEARMINGIMARCH/24-25
Website & notice board www.lreps.gov.in & Sr, Divl, Elect. 2 |Cantract Farming Production and Supply of (13032025900 am | Through
Enginear/Gensral, New Daihi. Vagelables at CCBF Alamadhi NDS/ALMICCBALY | 03.04_2025 5:00 prm | NCDF1 E Portal
TRESII025 CONTRACTFARMING/MARCH/!24-25 |
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 3 |Manpawer Supgly a4 CCBF Alamadhi 1303025800 am | Through
NDSALMCCEAL/MANPOWERMARCHI24-25 | 02,04 3025 500 pmy. | NCDF| E Porlsl

GVK Power (Goindwal Sahib) Limited

Regd. Office: Plot No. 10, Paigah Colony, Sardar Patel Road, Secunderabad- 500003,
Telangana, India CIN:U40109TG1997PLC028483
(A wholly owned subsidiary of Guru Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATPL)
(A step down wholly owned subsidiary of Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)

Electrical Dept. Head GATP, Goindwal Sahib, invites E-Tender for the work of:
1 |Tender Enquiry No. 023/GATP/ELEC/CW/20017520  dated 12/03/2025

“TENDER FOR Supply of CW PUMP Induction Motor”
at 2X270 MW Guru Amardas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goindwal Sahib,
Distt.: Tarn Taran, Punjab as per details given in the tender
specifications.’

For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
12/03/2025 from 17:00 Hrs onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
No. 42503/PB GATP-10/25

e fao,/Ao WU, Tofdofgo MUTER

Phone\Fax: 0135-2669778 Email- eeem.pwd.gopeshwer@gmail.com

For further defails peraining fo IFE &nd for downloeding the bif document,

gamar.rehman@nddbdairyservices.com

please visit he.
websites: hMips:Msww.alamadhisemenstation.com | & hitps.www.nediiemarket.com /
index.phplavctions-2'#lab-44753 and For any clarification please send email 1o

Please Note: Any comigendumimodification etc. will be posted only on the abave website.

=f== VEER SURENDRA SAI UNIVERSITY OF

= TECHNOLOGY: BURLA

P.O: Engineering College Burla (Siddhi Vihar), Dist:Sambalpur
Odisha-768018, India
Website:www.vssut.ac.in. E-mail: registrar@vssut.ac.in, Ph:(0663)2430573, Fax-2430592

KK-387

No.: VSSUT/ME/81/2025
TENDER CALL NOTICE

only on or before 16/04/2025 up to 1.00PM.

reason thereof.

OIPR- 14072/11/0016/2425

Date: 07/03/2025

Sealed bids, in two separate covers (technical bid and Price bid) are invited from
original manufacturers/authorized suppliers/ authorized dealers for the supply of 4
Channel FFT analyzer with envelope analysis and accessories for the Dept. of
Mechanical Engineering””, VSSUT, Burla, Sambalpur, Odisha. The tenders shall
reach the office of the undersigned through Speed/Registered post/Courier services

For more details, please visit our university website www.vssut.ac.in. The authority
the reserve right to accept or reject all the tenders without assigning any

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

W 497 /30 ﬁlﬁg‘r ﬁ:"a;‘ -12,/03/2025 GOVERMMENT OF TELANGAMNA
é HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN -@
é Iili\aal qa:u WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
EE a ﬁ ﬁ Ovo Chief General Manager (Enga). Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004, TG.
%ﬁ aﬁ 3:]1-{ j\i 3 2-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION
AR 31ETE foo/ Fio tclﬂ‘s’, @ofFofeto, TRER ZRI T | | 'e-Tender Name of Work Sty oW docimet
. 0. d .
ol $-Tfeer A i St € | fHferer A Wi we EP Na T.E, TAC of 3366 KY electical substation inciuding
S S ) m‘ . a@ : eaisting 4 no of 31 508N power iransformes o feed the
J\i\-qd L Iadlen 18.03.2025 E"ﬁ 5:00 -@- EEHTE':IIM ! pawear 5Upny 1o emenjency pumpang arangemants &
lprashore of Magarjuna Sagar near Pullampandi
htts://www.uktenders.gov.in T 3ucisy & | TCITS  [incluting 4 manthe Mo for Substation, ciomanting
£ Eap) eie? | Tafeer | faer @ | usHemvor | | Trans.Divlll and transposiation of all squpment fo KPur, N®ally| pg. 155 10(13-03-2025
o T T F: & | E = Puttamgandil| and &' Kongéa undes Trans, D 11, Sahebnagar Lakhs &
2024-25, T, E & C of ;xishing 6,66V, JO0HP, BHA T00M purnp et5, | Rs:140.01 4.00 PM
() HeT et | ht it Did: 800HP Submersible Pump Sets near Puttamgandi| | akhs '
( 3 ) aqaﬁ]- 1% 03,2075, | ncuding MoM of pumping stafion for 4 manths-and Rs:164.53
! | | dismanting and fransportation of all equipment ta KPP, |, L.
i Lakhs
1|4l hERATA | 66000~ 2500 | 90 | 02 | fergdrenzun N Pally and G Kondia under Trans.Div |, Sahebragar.
AT + 0 E}ﬂ'&ﬁ R, T & Comm of 330568V, Z500KVA PTR 5.DLT &
aR o 18% ﬁ::“ el %_d Comem. of molor staders, Providing of Gablons and
THo 3Ro Hg Ed GST Tofyofo formation of bund across the approach main canal lo
31-_(“??_[ a':[ miaintain required lewel in canal for BIMETGENCY
I IS pumping arrangements a1 foreshaore of Megarjuna-
FERAIT "™ H o sagar near Pukiamgand and also dsmanting and
Rt :I??f ot u | tranzportation of all equipment to K'Pur, N'Pally and
>4 . G'Kondla under Trans Div [Il, Sahebnagar,
-q-z -
o WM ‘a@ <hl 3 The Tenderars are requesied & upload the information on the fip formiad prefarably. Furthar
ﬁ:@?ﬁﬁo—{'ﬂT Gaph Jher | details can be 5880 on www.eprocurement.gov.in,
- e -l:l ‘idn Chief l"eneral Manager (Engg), Transmission Circle, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04, TG.
epaper.india

COMNCOR inviles E-Terder in Singla bid systam far the Slioaing wark

Tarder Mo, | CONCCYIONALIELECTIAMCIAHMD-Clisien'A- 2025

Mame of I.?.':m‘u Anramal H rinieance Contrax r-,."'.M'l." [rp——— |r.-|1'||nr1g o s sEations and
WWork lecirical installations at Khodiyar (ICD=DCT), MMLF-Vamama, Gandhadtam {DCT),
|.I"|ni'.h‘.5"|wa'. Dabeej and Swivrupgan] of Ahmedabad clesler,

Eshmarde:l Cast | Bs. 3,00, 46 402,00 (Inclusnee of all)

Eamesi Money Deposit | Bs. 500,000 00 hrough a-payment

ot of Tender Document (MNon-refundabbe) | Fs. 1, 120000 finclusve ot all taxes & dubas thromgh
a=paymment |

Dale of sales of Tender [anine) | From 13,03 2025 aher (11,30 brs,) ko 02,04 2025 (up to 17-00hr)

R, 3,540.000- (inclusive of all taxes & dubas throsgh]
E-payrent).

Tandar processing Fea (Mon-refiundabila)

3,00 2035 up o 1700 hrs, (E-Tendaring Made aniy)

Data &Time of submissan of Tender.

:!-an-_- E: lire 1 4 o BPENIng ¢ | TEFu.‘ler EI|1 D4, I:|-1 Z025.at 1130 b .

I'ET |'|"|3"l'.iB| E'il'] |'.l||:.' I:|'||EI|'IB H!IIE"I‘:'-'I‘I- with I'EIEC!':I':J |:l :JlTliBI' nalura of Uﬂ:ﬂ ali, peasa-raler 1o dataland
iandar notice avalables on websile e corconndingoin, bul the complaie tandar decument Gin be
doramicaded fram websile w fIEr M only, Further, Comgendum [ Addendum Qo [hi
Tandar, it ary, will ba publishad on websha waaconconndiacoin, wenw inndanszand comCEL and Caonlral
Praarement Portal (TPP) anly. Mewspeps press advertisament shal nol be issued for e same

GGEM (PESKAreadll | Phone No.:011-41 222554

3 _viraeimivz ffeey e

W 42AmfA A 07/2024-25 fetes 11/03/2025

T e (TeF TEE o 9 . 07 Sl T A o st Sehmr e o
Pt o i e { Online ) Ffere et =5t o 2:-

; st | Fate e
L el L = MG fﬂﬁ'#im
A LIS (% 7mE ) | 2% s faf

SUPPLY OF 104 PLACEMENT EMPLOYEE

(UNSKILLED) FOR ZONE NUMBER 07, 133.39
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION BILASPUR |

165833 31-03-2025

TR T = ) T a A v, S, fem e i, S
TEIA | A FEEA -9 aa'm“*h_upj. Hep_m;.,gggﬂu_g_w in #
12,03/ EGISHM'HETEH-_T?

T AT
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UJVN LIMITED
__f j H.O.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-2458006

Telephones: 0135-2T63808, Fax: 0135-2763508

CIN Mo U401 UR2001 SGC025866, Website:www.ujwnl.com
TENDER NOTICE Diate: 1203/2025

The Office of the Executive Engineer (E&M), Joshivara Barrage Joshiyara
(Uttarkashi), invites sealed tenders from interested parties. Brief
summary of tender is given balow ;
Tender No: NIT- 16/EE(E&MYME-ll/Barrage/2024-25
Mame of work / Supply/Services: "Supply, Repiacemant and Installation
of Rubber Seals and Lifting Lugs for Stop Log Gates at Joshivara Barage,
Littarkashl’
Estimated cost: BEs.19,63,500/ Only [Taxes extra)
Date of availability of bid document on website; - 13.03 2025
Lastdate for submission of tender:- 03.04 2025 upto15:30 Hra.
For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The lender documents
can be downloaded from the Migam's websita” www . ujvnl.com”
Executive Engineer (EEM)

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

T

WL

Letbar Mo 1940

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

Tender Notice No.: S/66/022/24-25; Dated: 10-03-2025, E-Tenders are
invited by the undersigned for the following works:-
SN, 1; Tender Mo, NJ255084;
Closing/ Opening Date: 31-03-2025
Brief Description & Qty: Traclion Motor stacking as per annaxure,
Consignee: - SSE/D/Siliguri Jn., NFR; Qty: 10 Mos.

NOTE:- For full details of Tender notice and tender documents, tenderer
may log on to the website [Www.ireps.gov.in) prospective bidder who
intend to participate in above tenders are required to log in themsalves
with the above websile and submit their offer electronically, if they are
already registered with IREPS. In case they are not registered with IREPS
they are advised 1o obtain class-|l|l Digital Signature Cortificate from the
caritying agencies under Govl of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the
above lenders

Dy. Chief Material Manager, New Jalpaiguri
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"Serving Cuslomers with a smile™
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WPL: Can GG

avoid a seventh
straight defeat
against MI?
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Ashleigh Gardner (L) and Harmanpreet
Kaur’s sides will face off for a place in
the final on Thursday. Sportzpics

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
MARCH 12

WHATEVER HAPPENS in the Women's
Premier League Eliminator on Thursday,
Gujarat Giants can chalk down the 2025
season as an improvement. There cannot
be arguments that, across the first two edi-
tions combined, they were the side that
struggled the most in the tournament, fin-
ishing last on both occasions.

But ahead of 2025, they made changes
to the backroom staff, handed the cap-
taincy over to Ashleigh Gardner from Beth
Mooney, and added the star power to their
lineup in the form of Deandra Dottin. In ad-
dition to all that, Kashvee Gautam - their
big-money recruit before 2024 who ended
up missing the season due to injury - has
showcased her potential, especially with
the ball in hand, emerging as one of the
finds of the tournament for Indian cricket.

It hasn't been a flawless season by any
means, but a place in the knockouts for the
first time is one that Gardner and Co can
relish.

However, on Thursday at the Brabourne
Stadium, they have to complete another
first: beating Mumbai Indians.

In the six meetings so far in WPL be-
tween MI and GG, Mumbai have emerged
victorious every single time.

And while they are at it, the Giants need
a plan to stop Harmanpreet Kaur, who has
been a thorn in their side.

In the New Delhi leg last year, the MI
captain played arguably the knock of the
WPL so far. With Ml needing 91 off 36 balls
in arun-chase of 191, Harmanpreet put her
foot on the pedal, smashing the GG bowlers
all around the Kotla for a sensational un-
beaten 95 that helped her side cross the
finish line.

Harmanpreet's record against GG
speaks for itself as well, as she became the
first batter in WPL to score 300 runs against
one opponent, when she scored a half-cen-
tury on Monday in Mumbai, when these
two sides met last.

But, on that night, GG came close to get-
ting over the line and it wasn't their top
batters who made it a contest. Batting at
No 7, Bharti Fulmali smashed a 25-ball 61
that left MI sweating, when a big win — and
potential top spot and a direct entry to the
final - seemed imminent.

As such, both teams have concerns to
address at the top of their batting order
ahead of the knockout clash. GG's fielding
has been a cause of concern too. But both
teams have enough outright match-win-
ners to make this a close contest in
Mumbai.

LALITHKALIDAS
NEW DELHI, MARCH 12

IN THE final hour of New Zealand’s innings
on Sunday, Rohit Sharma had the opportu-
nity to hammer the spin nail down fully on
the opposition to the last possible inch. An
Axar Patel injury situation towards the end
of the middle overs meant the Indian skip-
per had to factor in a couple of extra overs
from the wobbly pace grid of Shami and
Hardik Pandya at the death on the day.
Though the left-arm spinner bowled an-
other, Rohit held back Axar’s last two overs,
perhaps because he had to play a crucial
role with the bat at No. 5 too.

The death overs yielded 79 runs, 58 of
which came from five overs of pace. Despite
the dawdle against spin for the majority of
the innings, New Zealand had about enough
to salvage a fight. Rohit’s marginal miss on
a 40/40 of spin could have reared its head
on another night, but not on Sunday when
his pack of spinners had scythed the fight
down comprehensively within the first 40
overs.

Between the 28 overs of spin from Axar,
Ravindra Jadeja and Varun Chakaravarthy
between overs 6-45, New Zealand mus-
tered three fours while hesitantly gulping
down 15 overs worth of dot balls. Kuldeep
Yadav, the fourth, leaked two fours and a
six. However, the left-arm wrist-spinner’s
consolation came gift-wrapped in the form
of New Zealand’s two heavyweight bats.
After Kuldeep snared Rachin Ravindra and
Kane Williamson in successive overs be-
tween 11 and 13, the Indian advantage was
established on Dubai’s Champions Trophy
final strip.

The 228 deliveries off the slower
bowlers were a 14-year high for India, bet-
tering the 225 Rohit commanded from his
tweakers against the same opposition in the
league stage the previous week.

Shunning out all the outside noise that
initially rubbished the idea of four spinners
in the XI, the management had a near-per-
fect captain in Rohit to execute the moves
on the field. Early in his interim days as skip-
per of the ODI side, Rohit had struck gold
with a similar move in the 2018 Asia Cup in
the UAE, deploying more than 30 overs
thrice within a week to lift the title.

Building the spin maze

In four front-line spin proponents, Rohit
and India developed an unmissable but be-
fuddling second code to Jasprit Bumrah in
the format. Banking on the strengths of
Axar, Ravindra Jadeja and Kuldeep Yadavin
spotlessly cleaning up the middle-overs,
India drafted the secret sauce with
Chakaravarthy and tapped it in judicious
quantum to destroy and leave space for
more havoc.

During the first two games against
Bangladesh and Pakistan where India
banked on nearly as many overs of pace as
spin, they witnessed two spells of sustained
wicket-less phases that evolved into cen-
tury partnerships. A spin overhaul with the
addition of Chakaravarthy over seamer
Harshit Rana meant sharper attacks in
every phase in heavier matches against
New Zealand (in the league stage and final)
and Australia in the semifinal.

Despite conceding five fifty-plus stands
in the last three games, India ensured they
were nipped earlier than before with a re-
lentless spin shuffle. Teams were rendered
almost powerless against this invincibly ac-
curate quartet that not only jotted 506 dot
balls (51.47 per cent) off all deliveries (981)
bowled by them but also snapped up 60 per
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PLAYING TODAY

‘WoMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE

Eliminator: Gujarat Giants vs Mumbai Indians, 7.30 pm,
Live on: JioHotstar & Star Sports Network

ROHIT’S KEY WEAPONS

Spinners to the four

Captain’s smart gameplan made India’s spin quartet, comprising Axar, Jadeja, Kuldeep and Varun, an even deadlier unit

3
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(From L to R) India spinners Kuldeep Yadav, Varun Chakaravarthy and Ravindra Jadeja celebrate on Sunday.

M
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HOW INDIAN SPINNERS CHOKED THE OPPOSITION
Axar Jadeja Kuldeep Varun
Powerplay balls 24 — 12 24
Middle Overs balls 228 252 186 114
Death Overs balls 18 — 81 42
Total wickets 5 5 7 9
Economy 4.35 4.35 4.79 4.53
Dots Bowled 141 127 143 95
4s conceded 10 10 1 4
6s conceded 5 2 6 3

cent (26 of 43) of wickets taken by the
Indian bowlers.

While Rohit employed a recurring pat-
tern in utilising his arsenal, neither New
Zealand nor Australia could thwart the four-
layered spin code that seemed so smooth
in their simultaneous orbits in the last week
of the tournament.

Suction pumps

Left-arm finger spinners Axar and Jadeja
predominantly operated within the first 40,
snipping through larger spells with a focus
on inducing pressure with a layer of dot
balls. While Axar had straight bursts of
seven and eight overs in the league-stage
wins over Pakistan and New Zealand, the
veteran Jadeja was in his element in the
knockouts. After bowling a straight eight-
over spell in the semi-final against Australia
conceding only 40, Jadeja constricted the
Kiwis in the final with a marathon nine
overs in succession between overs 20-36,
conceding only 26 for a wicket.

BFI excludes Thakur

from electoral college

New Delhi: The Boxing Federation of India (BFI)
on Wednesday rejected Anurag Thakur's
nomination for inclusion in the electoral col-
lege finalised for the March 28 elections, say-
ing the former Sports Minister was "ineligi-
ble" to represent Himachal Pradesh. Himachal
Pradesh Boxing Association (HPBA) had sent
Thakur and President Rajesh Bhandari's
names. The BFlissued a 60-member electoral
college that was finalised after scrutiny.
Thakur, a BJP Lok Sabha MP, was expected to
contest for BFI president's post. "Mr. Anurag
Singh Thakur (Himachal Pradesh Boxing
Association) - The State Unit had sent the
name, however, he is found ineligible for vio-
lation of Boxing Federation of India notice
dated 07.03.2025 and National Sports
Development Code of India, 2011," BFI said,
explaining the decision. PTI

Former all-rounder
Abid Ali dies at 83

New Delhi: Former Indiaall-rounder Syed Abid
Ali,who was known for his versatility and sharp
fielding skills, died on Wednesday after a pro-
longed illness. He was 83. He was part of an il-
lustrious group of Hyderabad cricketers thatin-
cluded MAK Pataudi, IVIL Jaisimha, and Abbas
Ali Baig. He died in the United States. The news
of Abid Ali's passing was shared by the North
America Cricket League (NACL). "Itis with pro-
found reverence and a heart full of admiration
thatIshare with you the passing of uncle Syed
Abid Ali a cricketing legend from India who
made Tracy, California, his home, and whose
remarkable legacy continues to inspire us,"
NACL posted inits Facebook page. PTI

Suraj sets ,000m
national youth record

Patna: Uttarakhand's Suraj Singh broke the
1,000m national youth record to hog the lime-
light on the final day of the National Youth
Athletics Championships here on Wednesday.
The boys 1,000m race at the Patliputra Sports
Complex turned out to be the most exciting
event of the day as the top two runners ran
better than 15-year-old national youth record
of 2 minute 27.20 seconds which was set by
Rahul Pal in 2010. Singh's gold-winning time
was 2:26.04, while silver winner Vikas Kumar
of Uttar Pradesh clocked 2:26.59 to also dip
below the earlier national youth record. PTI

Former Brazil forward withdrew from the race on Wednesday.
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The Axar-Jadeja combine had a stagger-
ingly identical effect on the defensive set-
up of Rohit’s spin spread, picking up five
wickets each at an economy of 4.35 in the
tournament.

The death alternate

Of the few glaring errors Rohit commit-
ted on the field was Kuldeep’s Powerplay
induction in the semi-final against Australia
to take on Travis Head. After carrying the
load of nearly bowling half his quota at the
death until then, Kuldeep had to be taken
off the attack after being smoked by Head
for a six in the eighth over of the semifinal.
Though the 30-year-old was back in his el-
ement in the final, churning out the two
prized scalps, Kuldeep was largely en-
trusted with manning the death overs
alongside Mohammed Shami in the tour-
nament. The wily wrist-spinner sent down
more deliveries than Shami, claiming four
wickets at a 5.18 economy at the death.

Despite bowling the most overs (46.3)

among the Indians with a pronounced
share coming in the second half of the in-
nings, Kuldeep’s 4.79 economy stood well
within sight of the miserly orthodox tweak-
ers.

Magic wheel

While a shrewd Chakaravarthy would-
n’t let go of his sorcery in the nets, Rohit
wouldn’t allow the opposition to have a
proper whiff of the Tamil Nadu spinner ei-
ther. Save for his first five-over spell on ini-
tiation in India’s last league stage match
against New Zealand, Rohit did not use the
mystery man for more than three overs in
any spell.

The Chakaravarthy wave still lingered in
every form and phase across 50 overs. Of the
four Powerplay overs he bowled in three
games, Chakaravarthy made two massive in-
roads for India in times of trouble. After dis-
missing Head in the semifinal in his first over
in the ninth, Chakaravarthy put the brakes
ona promising New Zealand's 57-run open-
ing stand in the final when he removed Will
Young in the eighth over. Used adeptly by
Rohit in clever two-three over stints,
Chakaravarthy also doubled up on Kuldeep’s
effectiveness at the death to draw a perfect
Bumrah parallel in the decisive games - fish-
ing out three wickets at 4.85 rpo.

Mapping all four of them together un-
der the captain’s nous formed India's im-
pregnable bowling unit for the Dubai gaunt-
let. It is unclear if a spin-bowling model of
such offensive and defensive characters
would load up India’s ODI attack again. But
if it hasn’t been established already, Rohit
and his spin cartel’s effective coherence
could soon rub off on the T20I team's World
Cup defence next year.

NUMBER PLATE

India’s spin quartet took a
combined 26 wickets in

the Champions Trophy.

Among them, Varun

Chakravarthy was the leading

wicket-taker with nine
wickets, despite playing only three
matches while the other three
played all five.

In the final against
New Zealand, the
[ quartet took five of

the seven wickets at an economy
rate of 3.79 across their 38 overs.
that spinners

22 bowled for India

were a 14-year high for the side in
ODIs, bettering the 225 they
bowled the previous week.

The 229 deliveries

It’s very difficult to manage four
spinners and the way he managed,
it was amazing to see. When four
spinners are playing together, itis
very hard to rotate any of them.
Obviously the planning was going
on, we played our last game in
Dubai on March 4 and we got
plenty, like four or five days of
break and then we had a chat how
we go about this game.”

KULDEEP YADAV
ONHOW ROHIT SHARMA ROTATED THE SPINNERS

Rohit has unfinished
business: Ponting

New Delhi: Former Australia captain
Ricky Ponting said that a sense of un-
finished business may have played a
role in Rohit Sharma’s decision to
continue playing international
cricket, quashing the rumours of his
retirement.

Ponting said losing the final of the
2023 World Cup could have kept the
fire burning within Rohit to give the
50-over title one last shot. India, un-
der Rohit’s captaincy, sailed through
to the final of the 2023 edition before
falling to Australia in the decider. The
2027 World Cup will be held in South
Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia.

“I think probably the fact that
they lost the last one and he was cap-
tain, that might be the thing that’s
playing on the back of his mind,”
Ponting was quoted as saying by The
ICCReview. “Just have one more crack
at trying to win the T20 World Cup,
the Champions Trophy, and the ODI
World Cup. [ mean when you see
him play like he played in the
Champions Trophy final, you would-
n’t say that his time is up just yet.”

Ponting agreed with Rohit’s deci-
sion to not draw curtains on his ca-
reer. “When you start getting to that
point of your career, everyone’s wait-
ing for you to retire,” Ponting said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Reuters

Ronaldo out of Brazil FA presidential race

Rio de Janeiro: Brazilian soccer great Ronaldo said that he was pulling out of the race
to be president of his country's football association (CBF) on Wednesday after failing to
gather enough support from regional federations to present a candidacy. The 48-year-
old, a former Ballon d'Or winner and two-time World Cup champion, announced his
intention to run for the presidency in December in an attempt to "recover the prestige
and respect that Brazil always had" following years of controversies involving CBF
chiefs. However, the former Barcelona, Inter Milan and Real Madrid forward came to
the conclusion that he would not be able to challenge current president Ednaldo
Rodrigues who has the support of almost all the electorate. "On my first contact with
the 27 regional federations, I found 23 closed doors. If the majority of decision-makers
believe that Brazilian football is in good hands, it doesn't matter what I think," Ronaldo

said in a statement published via his social media channels.

epaper.indianexpress:.com .. .

REUTERS

Amorim hopes to
impress Ratcliffe

Manchester: Manchester United boss Ruben
Amorim accepted club co-owner Jim Ratcliffe's
criticism of his squad but said on Wednesday
that they are focused on changing his mind af-
ter the billionaire said some players were ei-
ther not good enough or overpaid. Although
Ratcliffe gave Amorim a glowing assessment
by describing the Portuguese as an "outstand-
ing young manager" who would be at the club
foralong time, he was critical of many players
—-especially those who came in with big price
tags. "If we're being honest, in this moment
everybody -- me, all the players -- we are un-
derperforming this season. We can always
change that," Amorim said. REUTERS

Mcllroy hopes to see
Woods return to golf

Ponte Vedra: Four-times major champion Rory
Mcllroy said on Wednesday he does not ex-
pect Tiger Woods, who had surgery this week
for a ruptured Achilles tendon, to return to
competition this year. Woods,49, did not offer
insight on the severity of his latest injury set-
backor arecovery timeline but Mcllroy thinks
the 15-times major winner has along period of
recuperation ahead of him. "Yeah. It sucks. He
doesn't have much luck when it comes to in-
juries and his body," Mcllroy told reporters
ahead of this week's Players Championship in
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. REUTERS

Svitolina thankful for
US fans’ support

Indian Wells: Ukraine's Elina Svitolina said she
had received an outpouring of support from
Americans following U.S. President Donald
Trump's extraordinary clash with his Ukrainian
counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskiy at the White
House last month. Svitolina thanked
Americans for their "unwavering support” and
"compassion" inasocial media post on Sunday
after beating Danielle Collins in the third round
of Indian Wells. After defeating another local
hope Jessica Pegula 5-7 6-1 6-2 on Tuesday,
Svitolina told reporters she had received solid
support at the tournament in the California
desert. "Ifeel like since that meeting in the Oval
Office, I got a lot of messages of support from
the American people and a lot of people here
when I arrived at the tournament, giving love
and support to Ukrainians for people back at
home," she added. REUTERS




22

SPORT

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY,MARCH 13,2025

Amnesty, FIR &
ban part of Draft

Bill to counter
age-fraud in India

AMITKAMATH
MARCH 12

AONE-TIME AMNESTY for age-cheaters, FIRs
for a second age- fraud, a secure whistle-
blower platform to report such violations,
compliance officers in every state, and ID
cards with QR codes that act as age proof:
these are some of the features listed in the
draft National Code Against Age Fraud in
Sports (NCAAFS) 2025 to take on this partic-
ular menace in Indian sport.

Age fraud has been one of the biggest
problems facing Indian sports for along time.
The Draft NCAAFS 2025 was made public by
the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports on
Wednesday in a bid to invite comments and
suggestions from the general public and
stakeholders till March 31.

The Draft Bill states that for a first viola-
tion, athletes could face a two-year ban
across all competitions besides forfeiture of
the medals, titles, and benefits earned fraud-
ulently. For the second one, an athlete will
face a permanent ban from competitive
sports, besides having an FIR registered un-
der Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023.

However, the draft does not mention FIRs
against coaches and officials who are
deemed to have facilitated or concealed age
fraud. Instead, coaches will be suspended
and could face a two-year ban for the first
confirmed violation and a lifetime debar-
ment from any role within a National Sports
Federation (NSF) for a second violation.

The Draft Bill states that fora
first violation, athletes could
face a two-year ban across all
competitions besides forfeiture
of the medals, titles,and
benefits earned fraudulently.
For the second one, an athlete
will face a permanent ban from
competitive sports, besides
having an FIR registered.

Interestingly, the Draft NCAAFS 2025 in-
troduces an amnesty scheme for athletes, al-
lowing them to admit their correct age
within six months of the policy implemen-
tation, which would help them avoid penal-
ties. These athletes would then be subjected
to a performance review before re-adjusting
them in the appropriate age-group.

The draft bill also introduces a whistle-
blower mechanism, where a secure platform
will be created to report instances of age fraud.
The draft adds: “A whistleblower mechanism
shall be implemented with a fee of Rs 5,000.
In cases where the complaint is found to be
false or frivolous, the fee may be forfeited.
However, if the complaint is found to be true,
the fee shall be fully refunded, and the whistle-
blower shall receive an incentive of Rs 2,000
as areward for reporting the violation.”

As per the draft code, the Sports Authority
of India (SAI) and sports federations will des-
ignate region/state-wise nodal officers to over-
see the process of document verification. SAI
and NSFs — while admitting athletes into
sports promotion schemes, or while register-
ing a new athlete to participate in an event —
shall require them to submit the three manda-
tory documents for age verification: birth cer-
tificate, school transfer/school leaving/matric-
ulation certificate, and aadhaar card/ APAAR
ID/voter ID/driving licence/ passport/PAN card.
The draft said that in cases where any docu-
ment was missing or there was doubt regard-
ing the genuineness of a document, the nodal
officer shall refer the athlete for a medical ex-
amination.

In this examination for age verification,
athletes will have to undergo a general phys-
ical examination, dental exam and a radio-
logical examination. In the physical exami-
nation, the doctors will have to record details
of the athlete like the distance between the
tips of the shoulder blades, forearm circum-
ference in males/mid-thigh circumference
in females, and hoarseness of voice.

Crosscourt puzzle stumps Sindhu

Double Olympic medallist squanders early advantage as Kim’s defence and pinpoint accuracy results in early ouster

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
MARCH 12

AT 20-12 IN the first game of her first-round
match at the All England Open, PV Sindhu
appeared to be in complete control against
Kim Ga Eun. The World No. 21, at her best,
has a typically sturdy Korean defence that
can't be breached easily. Just a few seconds
before Sindhu had all those game points,
Kim won a point she had no right winning...
first retrieving the shuttle off balance after
it hit the net cord and changed direction,
and then playing a defensive block while
squatting when Sindhu had a kill shot lined
up at the net. It was the first sign of a Korean
revival. From 12-20, Kim won seven straight
points as Sindhu's radar started misfiring.

The Indian did win the first game 21-19
eventually, but that was from a wild error
by Kim and the reaction from Sindhu said
it all. There was no joy, just frustration
mixed in with some relief. She was in the
lead, but could sense the Korean taking
charge. That run of points at the end of
Game 1 signalled the change of fortunes
that saw Kim prevail 19-21,21-13,21-13 in
61 minutes. And while the foundation for
the win was built on her excellent defen-
sive perseverance, one shot in particular
troubled Sindhu no end: Kim's crosscourt,
round-the-head inside out - both smashes
and drops - that kept evading the Indian's
backhand reach.

Frustratingly for Sindhu, that used tobe a
bread-and-butter shot for her at her peak.
Cast the mind back to AllEngland 2021, when
sheregistered arguably her best performance
at the prestigious tournament while defeat-
ing Akane Yamaguchi in the quarterfinals in
three hard-fought games. The crosscourt
forehand smashes came to Sindhu's rescue,
and when she is hitting the round-the-head
inside-out shots with zing, she can be un-
playable. Against Kim though, the opportu-
nities to play that shot were few and far be-
tween, whereas when the Korean targeted
that backhand flank, Sindhu was either
beaten in the rally or put under pressure.

Injury comebacks

Both players entered the court with
heavy strapping/bandaging on their right
legs. Sindhu had played just four matches
this year but Kim had played half that, start-
ing her season only last week in Orleans. In
the first couple of points, Sindhu estab-
lished a quick physical presence. She also
showed an eagerness to play crosscourt at
the net, trying to create angles out of defen-
sive lunges. But Kim caught up quickly,
helped by Sindhu misjudging the shuttles
on length, both on attack and defence.

Sindhu's first booming winner of the

Kim Ga Eun’s crosscourt, round-the-head inside out - both smashes and drops - troubled PV Sindhu. BWF/Badminton Photo

match was an inch-perfect smash down the
line to Kim's backhand side for a 6-5 lead.
An 11-7 advantage at the interval quickly
went up to 14-8, the steepness of Sindhu's
downward strokes proving tough for Kim
to handle.

But that attacking freedom was lacking
in Sindhu's game for the rest of the match.
Another area she struggled throughout was
judging the length on the shuttle, letting
them drop inside the corners of the court,
expecting them to be out. And often, it was-
n't even when the shuttle was out of her
reach. That happened at the start of Game
2 as Kim went on a run, winning 14 of the 16
points played, taking a 7-2 lead.

“Sindhu, remember, you need to control
her shots,” her Indonesian coach Irwansyah
was heard saying on the broadcast because

Kim controlled the tempo and direction of
rallies for a large part. In a match that had
been littered with errors, there was a sensa-
tional 42-shot rally won by Kim for an 11-9
lead. There was a brief recovery from
Sindhu when she made it 12-12 in the sec-
ond game, but it was that crosscourt round-
the-head that Kim went back to at crunch
moments, like for 17-12.

At this stage, Sindhu was just looking for
errors from Kim. The momentum from the
end of Game 2 carried over into the decider
as the Korean went ahead 7-1. The closest
Sindhu got in Game 3 was with a crosscourt
round-the-head winner at 12-14, but that
was all she wrote.

Winning start for Tre-Ga
It is the tournament where Treesa Jolly

and Gayatri Gopichand made a name for
themselves as a young pair to watch out for,
making it to back-to-back women's doubles
semifinals in their first two appearances.
Now, no longer seen as outsiders, the world
No. 9 combination made a strong start to
their 2025 campaign defeating world No.
15 Sung Shuo Yun and Yu Chien Hui 21-17,
21-13 in 48 minutes.

The highlight of the match was a 105-
shot rally towards the back-end of the sec-
ond game that the Indians won after a cou-
ple of miraculous saves.

In mixed doubles, Rohan Kapoor and
Ruthvika Shivani Gadde, on their All
England debut, reached the second round
with a thrilling 21-10, 17-21, 24-22 win over
Chinese Taipei's Ye Hong Wei and Nicole
Gonzales Chan.

Lakshya faces
Jonatan test in
second round

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
MARCH 12

AHEAD OF his opening round at the All
England Open, former finalist Lakshya Sen was
thrown a curveball. In the lead-up he was
preparing for Japan's Koki Watanabe, but when
the draw was finalised after withdrawals on
Monday, Chinese Taipei's Su Li Yang was pro-
moted in Watanabe's place, and it reflected in
the way the Indian started the match.

“It was a tricky one,” Lakshya told BWF af-
ter his 13-21,21-17,21-15 win. In the first game,
the Indian seemed taken aback and not at his
best. “I just got to know the previous evening
that I'm playing him. Su is a tough opponent
and I couldn’t find my rhythm in the first
game... butI'm happy with the way I stuck in
there. He’s quite an attacking player from the
net,and he came in withagood approach. This
is something for me to keep in mind going for-
ward, [ need to start better.”

OnThursday, starting better will be anon-
negotiable for Lakshya. In front of him will be
a player keen to exact some revenge. If Paris
2024 was bittersweet for Lakshya - afterafine
run to the semifinals followed by two agonis-
ing defeats — it was just bitter for Indonesia’s
Jonatan Christie.

As one of the favourites for the podium,
Christie found himself in the same group as
Lakshya and the Indian produced a sparkling
performance to end his tournament even be-
fore the knockouts. Christie, the reigning All
England champion, was asked about that ex-
perience when he was in Delhi for the India
Open earlier this year, and his response was
brief: it's a match he'd like to erase from his
memory. Lakshya, however, would like to jog
his memory from that match for some confi-
dence headinginto the second-round clash as
Christie will start favourite again. After an
opening- round exit in the Malaysia Open at
the start of the year, the World No.2 reached
the semifinals in Delhi and followed that up by
reaching the final at the Indonesia Masters.

In contrast, Lakshya has had a patchy start
to the year, winning just one of his four
matches on the World Tour before coming into
All England. He said on Tuesday that an ankle
niggle meant his training has been curtailed,
but he has had a good few weeks under his belt
before Birmingham, having started to work
with a familiar face once again: Korea's Yoo
Yong Sung, who has had a couple of stints with
Lakshya in the past.

For India’s wheelchair racers, hurdles are off the track too

PRITISHRAJ
NEW DELHI,MARCH 12

WEDNESDAY WAS a red-letter day for
wheelchair racers Manikandan Jothi and
Manoj Sabapathi at the World Para Athletics
Grand Prix in New Delhi. The Tamil Nadu
para athletes finished 1-2 on the podium in
the men's 400 metre (T54)final, only the sec-
ond time they have medalled at an interna-
tional event.

"It feels good to finish on the podium. A
medal atan event like a Grand Prix is impor-
tant for ranking points,” Manikandan told
The Indian Express after his event.

Wheelchair racing comes with its set of
hurdles; from lack of spare parts and service
centres in India, and an expensive racing cy-
cle. India has a handful of wheelchair racers
with not more than 20 competing at the
Nationals. Wheelchair racing wasn't
Manikandan's first choice.

Manikandan started off in high jump but
switched to wheelchair racing on the sug-
gestion of his coach. "I got lucky that [ had a
sponsor, so I could afford the cycle,”
Manikandan said. "The cycle is very expen-
sive and that is one of the reasons why many
Indians haven't thought about this sport.
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Manikandan Jothi of India in action at the World Para Athletics Grand Prix. Pritish Raj

Even BMW makes wheelchair cycles," he
added

Even minor repairs of the wheelchair race
cycle can be a major headache.

"There are no repair centers in the coun-
try and buying the cycle is very expensive. If
there is even a small damage in our cycle, it
costs usa bomb . My cycle costs around Rs 8
lakh but the high-end ones cost about Rs 30

lakhs to 40 lakhs,"” Manikandan said.

Due to lack of service centers and proper
technicians, the coaches act as technicians.
"Our coach Vijay Saradhi learnt about the cy-
cle and how to repair it in Thailand at a work-
shop. Soif we face anissue, he fixes it for us,"
Manoj said.

In the 400 metres, athletes sitting on the
wheelchair start on the curve and accelerate

in the last 100m, similar to the able-bodied
competition. The rules of lane change are also
the same. If the cycle crosses the lane line,
the athlete is disqualified.

"Itis similar to the quarter-mile races. The
start, the curve and the acceleration at the
end," Manikandan said.

"The only difference is how we operate
the wheelchair during the race. We rotate
the wheels to push the cycle and generate
speed, and use the gears to navigate. We have
two gears, the right gear is to keep the cycle
straight and the left gear helps us in turning
on the curve," he explained.

Most of the Indian wheelchair racers
come from Tamil Nadu as the government
has invested in the sport by providing the cy-
cles to the para-athletes.

Both Manikandan and Manoj train at the
JawaharLal Nehru Stadium in Chennai. "We
have six racers in Chennai as the state gov-
ernment has bought cycles and distributed
them among the para athletes. So, we atleast
have a group to train with,” Manoj said.

Apart from Tamil Nadu, states like
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Odisha have wheel-
chair racers but the talent pool in these states
is much smaller.

National Para Athletics coach
Satyanarayan believes that India has talent

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE -

but the exorbitant cost is a deterrent.

"It is tough for these athletes to invest in
wheelchair racing. It's a fan favourite event
in para athletics because it is thrilling to
watch,” Satyanarayana said.

"The Tamil Nadu government is planning
to open a wheelchair racing academy and
they have purchased a few of these cycles to
encourage more and more athletes to take it
up,” he added.

Both Manikandan and Manoj hope to
make an impact at the upcoming World Para
Athletics Championships in September in
New Delhi."Our next aim s to qualify for the
World Para Athletics Championships and
perform in front of our home crowd, so more
para athletes take it up,” Manikandan said.

India shine in javelin

India’s javelin throwers dominated on the
second day of the World Para Athletics Grand
Prix with Paralympian Rinku Hooda winning
gold in the men's Javelin F46 event with a
throw of 60.26 meters.

Pushpendra Singh, Mohit and Jaswant
swept the podium in the men's javelin com-
bined event of F12, F37, F42, F43 classes.
Ritender added another gold for India in the
men’s javelin F40/F41 category with a throw
of 30.33 meters.

Donnarumma stars as PSG edge out Liverpool in thrilling shootout drama

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MARCH 12

GIANLUIGI DONNARUMMA came through
and Paris Saint-Germain defeated Liverpool in
a penalty shootout to join Barcelona, Bayern
Munich and Inter Milan in the quarterfinals of
the Champions League on Tuesday.

PSGbeat Liverpool 1-0 on the night tolevel
the aggregate score at 1-1. Ousmane Dembélé
scored 12 minutes into the second-leg match
after a blunder by the Liverpool defense.

After extra time, Donnarumma stopped
the penalty shots by Darwin Nunez and Curtis
Jones to secure his team a 4-1 shootout win.
Desire Doue scored the winning spot kick for
PSG, which will face either Aston Villa or Club
Brugge.

“It does not matter if we deserve the win.
Both teams deserved to go through," PSG coach
Luis Enrique said. “We were better in Parisand
they were better here. My team showed great
personality and character at Anfield.” The

French league leader — seeking its first
Champions League title — had lost at this stage
in five of the past eight editions. It lost to
Borussia Dortmund in last season's semifinals.

“It was the best game of football have ever
beeninvolved in," Liverpool manager Are Slot
said. "It was an incredible performance, espe-
cially if you compare it with last week. We were
creating chances and then we were 1-0 down.
We ran out of luck after last week.” Barcelona
cruised past Benfica with Raphinha scoring
twice and Lamine Yamal once ina 3-1 win at
home.

The Catalan club advanced 4-1 on aggre-
gate score after last week's 1-O victory and will
play either Borussia Dortmund or Lille in the
quarterfinals.

Aftera 3-Ofirst-leg win, Bayern Munich had
no trouble advancing past German rival Bayer
Leverkusen.

Bayern madeitto thelasteightarecord 23
times in the Champions League era aftera 2-0
win at Leverkusen to advance 5-0 on aggre-
gate.
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PSG goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma
celebrates after guiding his team into
the quarterfinals. Reuters

RESULTS

M Leverkusen 0-2 Bayern
(Result: Bayern won 5-0)

M Inter 2-1 Feyenoord
(Result: Inter won 4-1)

M Liverpool 0-1 PSG
(Result: PSG won 4-1 on penalties
after overall result was 1-1)

M Barcelona 3-1 Benfica
(Result: Barcelonawon 4-1)

Inter moved on past Feyenoord witha 2-1
victory at San Siro to advance 4-1 on aggregate.
Bayern and Inter will meet in the last eight.

Barcelona power through

Raphinha's double made him the leading
scorer in the Champions League this season
with 11 goals. He had scored the lone goal last
week in Lisbon.

The Brazil forward put Barcelona ahead in
the 11th, then Yamal added to the lead in the
27thbefore assisting in Raphinha's second goal
in the 42nd to become the youngest player to
score and assistina Champions League match
at 17 years, 241 days. “My teammates make
things much easier forme,” Yamal said. “It was
agood goal but sometimes these things come
off and sometimes they don't. For the assist, I
tried to shoot and Raphinha turned it into a
goal.” Nicolas Otamendi scored for Benfica in
the 13th tobecome the third-oldest scorerina
Champions League knockout game at the age
of 37years, 27 days, according to UEFA. Yamal's
goal meant he became the second-youngest.

Kane leads Bayern

Harry Kane scored his 10th Champions
League goal of the season and set up anotheras
Bayern Munich cruised into the quarterfinals.

Leverkusen never looked likely to overturn
the three-goal deficit from the first leg, even
before Kane bundled in the ball at a free kick
in the 52nd after Leverkusen's Patrik Schick

misjudged an attempted clearance.

Kane set up Alphonso Davies for Bayern's
second goal with a flicked cross in the 71st as
the all-German rivalry became a one-sided
contest. Bayern could have scored more as
Jamal Musiala hit the crossbar with one shot
and the post with another.

Inter comfortably advance

Agoal at the start of each half saw Inter eas-
ily advance, with Marcus Thuram scoring a
stunning eighth-minute opener. The Inter for-
ward received the ball midway inside the
Feyenoord half and then weaved his way into
the area before unleashing a powerful effort
into the top right corner.

Jakub Moder leveled from the penalty spot
shortly before halftime after being tripped by
Hakan Calhanoglu.

Inter restored its advantage on the night six
minutes into the second half with a penalty of
its own, which Calhanoglu converted after
Mehdi Taremi was fouled by Thomas Beelen
right in the corner of the area.
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