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NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Vanuatu Prime
Minister Jotham Napat on

Monday has ordered the can-
cellation of the citizenship of

alleged economic offender
and fugitive Lalit Modi, who

had recently submitted an
application to the Indian high

commission in London to
surrender his Indian passport
after obtaining citizenship of
the archipelago nation, say-

ing that the fugitive was
attempting to avoid his

extradition. According to
media reports, Vanuatu’s PM

announced that his country
had decided to cancel Lalit’s

citizenship, adding that a
Vanuatu passport was a

“privilege” and that “appli-
cants must seek citizenship

for legitimate reasons”.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  33

Shah Rukh Khan during the
IIFA Awards  in Jaipur on
Sunday. — PTI

Krodhi: Uttarayana
Tithi: Phalguna Masam

Shukla Dwadasi till 8.15 am  
Star: Ashlesha till 2.16 am

Varjyam: 2.25 pm to 4.06 pm
Durmuhurtham: 8.52 am to

9.40 am; 11.13 pm to 12.01 am
Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm

SUNSET TODAY 6.27 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 6.34 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 4.49 PM

MOONSET TODAY 4.58 AM

‘Avoiding extradition’:
Vanuatu PM cancels
Lalit Modi’s passport

MMuummbbaaii::  Two major initia-
tives — a third airport for

Mumbai near the upcoming
Vadhvan port and the night

landing facility at Shirdi
Airport — have found a place

in the Maharashtra govern-
ment’s budget. Deputy CM

Ajit Pawar indicated that the
new airport is expected to be

operational by 2030.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  44

3rd airport for Mumbai
to be operational by ‘30

BBeennggaalluurruu::  Kannada
actress Harshavardhini
Ranya alias Ranya Rao,

who was arrested in a gold
smuggling case, was

remanded to judicial cus-
tody for 14 days by a spe-

cial court for economic
offences, on Monday. 
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  44

Actress Ranya sent to 
14-day judicial custody
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Mike Carney set to be Canada PM, vows
to fight Trump, rebuild ties with India
OOttttaawwaa,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
Canada’s incoming Prime
Minister Mark Carney
struck a defiant note as the
former central banker
vowed to win US President
Donald Trump’s trade war,
saying his country will
“never” be part of the
United States.

Mr Carney lost no time
standing up for “the
Canadian way of life” after
the Liberal Party over-
whelmingly elected him on
Sunday to succeed Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.
“We didn’t ask for this

fight. But Canadians are
always ready when some-
one else drops the gloves,”
Mr Carney told party sup-
porters in Ottawa.

“Canada never ever will
be part of America in any
way, shape or form,” said
the 59-year-old, who will
take over from Mr
Trudeau in the coming
days.

Mr Carney had recently
said he would rebuild his
country’s relationship
with India if he takes
charge. “What Canada will
be looking to do is to diver-

sify our trade relationship
with like-minded coun-
tries,” Mr Carney said last
week before being elected
as the Liberal Party party
leader. “And there are
opportunities to rebuild
the ties with India. There
needs to be a shared sense

of values around that com-
mercial relationship. If I’m
PM, I look forward to the
opportunity to build that,”
he had said.

India-Canada ties saw
tensions after Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
said in September 2023
there were “credible alle-
gations” of a potential link
between Indian agents and
the killing of pro-Khalistan
separatist leader Hardeep
Singh Nijjar in Surrey,
British Columbia. 

— AFP/PTI
■ More oon PPage  66

Rahul joins TMC, other Opp.
MPs over flaws in voters’ list

ED raids Baghel
& son in `2,161cr
liquor scam case
ED team attacked ■ ‘Political vendetta’

PM begins visit to
Mauritius today;
will sign key deals
To be chief guest at its national day
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI/PORT LOUIS,
MARCH 10

Ahead of his departure
for Mauritius shortly
after midnight on
Tuesday to participate in
that country’s celebra-
tions of its 57th National
Day, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday evening said the
southern Indian Ocean
nation was a “close mar-
itime neighbour, a key
partner in the Indian
Ocean, and a gateway to
the African continent”.
He added: “I am confident
that this visit will build
on the foundations of the
past and open a new and
bright chapter in the
India and Mauritius rela-
tionship.”

In his departure state-
ment, Mr Modi said: “At
the invitation of my
friend, Prime Minister
N a v i n c h a n d r a
Ramgoolam, I am
embarking on a two-day
state visit to Mauritius to
participate in the celebra-
tions of the 57th National
Day of Mauritius” on
Wednesday as the chief
guest. A contingent of
Indian defence forces will
also participate in the cel-

ebrations along with a
ship from the Indian
Navy, New Delhi had said
last week.  

It may be noted a large
number of people in
Mauritius are of Indian
origin and descendants of
indentured labourers
who were taken there
from India during the
time of the British Raj in
the 19th century.

India’s high commis-
sioner to Mauritius
Anurag Srivastava said,
meanwhile, that India
and Mauritius will sign
■ Turn tto PPage 44

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
RAIPUR, MARCH 10

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Monday conducted
searches at the resi-
dences of former chief
minister Bhupesh Baghel
and his son in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg dis-
trict in connection with
the alleged liquor scam.

According to sources,
ED officials carried out
raids at 14 locations in
the state, including prop-
erties linked to the for-
mer CM, his son, and
other associates.

“The ED is conducting
searches under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
at 14 locations in Durg
district in Chhattisgarh
on Monday in relation to
the liquor scam. The
premises are related to
former CM Bhupesh
Baghel, including the res-
idence of his son
Chaitanya and his close
associates,” the ED
sources said.

The ED sources further
said that premises linked
to one Laxminarayan

Bansal were also being
searched.

According to the ED
sources, the probe agency
has “gathered” that
junior Baghel was the
recipient of proceeds of
the crime generated from
the liquor scam, which
reportedly involved the
siphoning of approxi-
mately `2,161 crore
through various illegal
schemes.

The alleged scam hap-
pened in 2019-2022 when
Mr Baghel was the chief
minister of the state.

The ED alleged that a
syndicate headed by
Anwar Dhebar, brother
of senior Congress leader
and former Raipur
municipal corporation
mayor Aijaz Dhebar, and
a retired IAS officer Anil
Tuteja had created a
■ Turn tto PPage 44

House discussion sought, action against EC demanded
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

The Opposition Congress
and the Trinamul
Congress on Monday
raised the issue of alleged
discrepancies in the vot-
ers’ list in both Houses of
Parliament and demand-
ed a detailed discussion.
Raising the issue in the
Lok Sabha during Zero
Hour, Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
demanded a discussion in

the House on the issue of
voters’ lists, on which
several political parties
have raised certain ques-
tions.

In Rajya Sabha, Leader
of the Opposition and
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge led a

walkout after the demand
for an immediate debate
on the “EPIC” issue was
rejected. TMC Lok Sabha
member Kalyan Banerjee
demanded action against
the Election Commission
and said the poll body had
“failed” to conduct fair
and transparent elections
over the past few years.

In the Lower House, Mr
Gandhi said that the entire
Opposition has been
demanding a discussion
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Omar says Gulmarg fashion
show shouldn’t have taken 
place any time of the year
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US President Trump
‘very unpredictable’:
Greenland PM Egede
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New Zealand Prime
Minister Christopher
Luxon will pay an five-
day visit next week to
India from Sunday,
when he will hold talks
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and be
the chief guest on
Monday at the Raisina
Dialogue conference
here.

New Delhi said: “At
the invitation of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, New Zealand
Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon will
pay an official visit to
India on 16-20 March
2025. The New Zealand
Prime Minister will be
accompanied by a high-
level delegation, includ-
ing ministers, senior
officials, business lead-
ers, media and mem-
bers of the Indian dias-
pora. He will visit New
Delhi and Mumbai
before returning to
Wellington on March
20.”

The ministry of exter-
nal affairs said the New
Zealand Prime Minister
will hold talks with Mr
Modi on March 17,
when Mr Modi will host
a lunch in his honour. A
call on President
Droupadi Murmu is
scheduled.

■ More oon PPage 33

RAJIB CCHOWDHURI 
KOLKATA, MARCH 10

A year ahead of the
Assembly elections in
West Bengal, the BJP suf-
fered a huge blow as its
MLA Tapasi Mondal, a
close aide of Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, defected to the
Trinamul Congress on
Monday. Ms Mondal
joined the ruling party at
its office in Kolkata in the
presence of state minis-
ter Aroop Biswas.

Ms Mondal, who is the
12th MLA to have
switched to the TMC
from the BJP in the last
four years, represents the
Haldia constituency in
East Midnapore, the
home turf of Mr
Adhikari. 

Ironically, she had
defected to the BJP along
with Mr Adhikari at a
rally of Union home min-
ister Amit Shah months
before the 2021 polls. She
won the Haldia seat as a
C o n g r e s s - s u p p o r t e d
CPI(M) candidate in the
2016 Assembly polls.

After joining the TMC,
Ms Mondal said, “I decid-
ed to be a part of CM
Mamata Banerjee’s devel-
opmental initiatives. 

■ More oon PPage 33

JJeeddddaahh::  Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy  arrived
Monday in Saudi
Arabia for a visit with
its crown prince
ahead of his team’s
meeting with US’
diplomat. While Mr
Zelenskyy won’t be
there, his team will
try to repair the dam-
age done when his
February 28 visit to
US descended into an
Oval Office argument
with President Donald
Trump. — AP

■ More oon PPage 66

Parl erupts as minister targets
TN govt, claims ‘U-turn’ on NEP
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's
remarks in the Lok Sabha
on Monday criticising the
Tamil Nadu government
for refusing to implement
the National Education
Policy and doing a “U-
turn” on the issue for
“politics” drew a sharp
retort from an angry
DMK, disrupting proceed-
ings in the House.

In reply to a query on
the Centre not releasing
funds for the PM Schools
for Rising India (PM
SHRI) scheme during
Question Hour, Mr
Pradhan said: "They are
dishonest and they are
ruining the future of the
students of Tamil Nadu.
They are misleading the
people.”

Asserting that the
Centre cannot stop the
release of budgetary allo-
cation for education on
the issue of implementing
the NEP, the DMK assert-
ed that it had clearly told
the minister “we cannot
accept” the NEP “in full”
and that the three-lan-
guage formula “is not
acceptable to Tamil
Nadu”.

Earlier in his reply, Mr
Pradhan said the DMK-

led Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has changed its
stand on implementing
the Centrally-sponsored
scheme PM SHRI which
envisaged strengthening

the schools managed by
Central, state or local bod-
ies.

The state concerned has
to sign an MoU with the
Central government that
it would implement the
National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and in
return, the Central gov-
ernment provides the
funds.

”The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment had initially
agreed to sign the MoU.
But now they have
changed the stand. Many
non-BJP-ruled states,
including Karnataka and
Himachal Pradesh, have
signed the agreement,” he
said.

The education minister
■ Turn tto PPage 44

■ Kanimozhi privilege move against Pradhan; as remark expunged
■ Congress, Opp. back DMK protests ■ Students’ future ruined: Govt

Indian skipper Rohit Sharma waves at fans on his arrival at his residence in Mumbai
on Monday. Rohit returned from Dubai after Team India’s victory in the Champions
Trophy finals. ■ Report oon PPage 88 — PTI

Devotees take part in a procession celebrating Holi in the Kashi Vishwanath temple
premises in Varanasi on Monday. — PTI

Zelenskyy arrives
in Saudi for talks
to repair US ties

◗ ◗ TTHHEE EEDD has ‘gathered’
that junior Baghel was
the recipient of pro-
ceeds of the crime gen-
erated from the liquor
scam, which reportedly
involved the siphoning
of approximately `2,161
crore

◗ ◗ AA CCOONNTTIINNGGEENNTT of
Indian defence forces
will also participate in
the celebrations of the
57th National Day of
Mauritius along with a
ship from the Indian
Navy

NZ PM in India
next week; hold
talks with Modi,
attend Raisina

Opp. walks out
of RS; Nadda
says govt ready
to talk all issues
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Union minister J.P.
Nadda, Leader of the
House in the Rajya
Sabha, on Monday
attacked the Opposition
members for trying to
tarnish the image of
Parliament and not
reading the rulebook
after the Opposition
MPs staged a walkout
protesting against the
Chair’s decision disal-
lowing their issues to be
raised under Rule 267,
which calls for suspen-
sion of the business of
the day.

Mr Nadda said the
Opposition has a
“vicious design” to
“demean” the insitution
of Parliament by first
giving a notice under a
rule which will not be
allowed, then to protest
alleging that the govern-
ment is not allowing dis-
cussion, and then stage a
walkout.

Suggesting a refresher
course for Opposition
MPs on the rulebook, Mr
Nadda asserted that the
government was ready
to discuss all issues
which was sought by the
Opposition members as
per the rules.

The Opposition mem-
bers had given notices
under Rule 267 to raise
issues including delimi-
tation, stock market
losses, duplicate voters’
list, among others.

Before staging a walk-
out, the Opposition MPs
raised slogans after the
deputy chairman of the
House, Mr Harivansh,
said a dozen notices
under Rule 267, which
calls for setting aside the
business of the day to
take up discussions on
urgent matters, have
■ Turn tto PPage 44

◗ ◗ TTHHEE TTMMCC said the poll
body had ‘failed’ to con-
duct fair and transpar-
ent elections over the
past few years

CChheennnnaaii:: Urging Union
education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan to
mind his tongue and stop
speaking arrogantly
against Tamil Nadu, CM
M.K. Stalin asked him if
he would release the
funds due for the state
that were collected as tax
and meant to be spent on
students.

■ More oon PPage 33

Mark Carney 

Narendra Modi

DMK MPs Dayanidhi Maran, Kanimozhi Karunanidhi and
others during the Budget Session of Parliament in New
Delhi on Monday.     — PTI

Blow to BJP
in Bengal as
Haldia MLA 
rejoins TMC 

Priyanka Chopra returns 
to India for Rajamouli’s 
upcoming SSMB 29 shoot

Stalin tells Pradhan
to mind his tongue
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The two-day
international convention and

expo of Fragrance and
Flavours Association of India

held in the national capital
showcased a wide array of

finest aroma chemicals. The
26th edition of the FAFAI

exposition was held on
Thursday and Friday.

Leading specialty chemicals
major Lanxess presented its
comprehensive portfolio of

flavor and fragrance applica-
tions. Senior director of

Lanxess India Anand Karaka
said: “We prioritise sustain-
ability and innovation in the

development of our prod-
ucts. We strive to provide
the high-performance and
sustainable formulations.”

FAFAI holds expo,
convention in city

Court allows 3-day ED
custody of SDPI chief

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court on
Monday extended the ED cus-

tody of Social Democratic
Party of India national presi-

dent M.K. Faizy by three days
in an alleged case of money

laundering related to the pro-
scribed Popular Front of India.

Additional sessions judge
Chander Jit Singh extended

the custody on ED’s plea. On
March 4, the court remanded

Mr Faizy to custody on the
plea of the ED seeking his

interrogation and confronting
him to unearth the money trail

in the case and conspiracy. The
SDPI, founded in 2009 and

headquartered in Delhi, is
alleged to be the political front

of the now banned PFI. In its
application seeking 10 days of
his custody, the ED alleged Mr

Faizy was on the run. 

IN BRIEF

RAMZAN TIMINGS

IFTAR: Today 6.30 pm
SEHRI: Tomorrow 5.16 am

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Vice-president Jagdeep
Dhankhar is recovering
at the All-India Institute
of Medical Sciences

(AIIMS), Delhi, and his
progress is satisfactory,
sources said on Monday.

Mr Dhankhar was admit-
ted in the hospital at
around 2 am on Sunday
after he complained of

uneasiness and chest pain.
He was admitted to the

critical care unit under
Dr Rajiv Narang, head of
cardiology at AIIMS. A
group of doctors is moni-
toring his condition.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Expressing concern over the
circulation of edited clips of
hearings on social media to
sensationalise legal proceed-
ings, Supreme Court judge
Justice B.R. Gavai said that
the judiciary might have to
formulate guidelines over
live-streaming of courts.

At an event in Kenya,
Justice Gavai, next in line to
be the Chief Justice of India,
said: "I would highlight anoth-
er concern from the Indian
experience. Short clips from
court hearings are often cir-
culated on social media,
sometimes in a way that sen-
sationalises the proceedings.
These clips, when taken out of
context, can lead to misinfor-
mation, misinterpretation of
judicial discussions, and inac-
curate reporting."

Speaking on “Leveraging on

Technology within the
Judiciary”, Justice Gavai
pointed out several content
creators, including
YouTubers, re-uploaded short
excerpts from the hearing as
their own content, raising
concerns over intellectual
property rights and owner-
ship of judicial recordings.
"The unauthorised use and
potential monetisation of
such content blur the lines
between public access and
ethical broadcasting," he said.

The judge said managing
such challenges was an
emerging issue for the judici-
ary and courts might have to
establish guidelines on the
usage of live-streamed pro-
ceedings.

Striking a balance between
transparency, public aware-
ness, and the responsible use
of court content will be criti-
cal in addressing these ethi-
cal concerns, he added.

BHASKAR HHARI SSHARMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Delhi chief minister Rekha
Gupta, who started her polit-
ical journey from the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) and is now
helming the Delhi govern-
ment, attended the Youth
Parliament organised by the
RSS affiliate on Monday to
solicit suggestions from the
students for the state budget
to be presented later this
month.

Back to her roots, Ms Gupta
underscored the role of
youngsters in shaping the
nation’s future and sought
suggestions from the stu-
dents for the state budget to
be presented later this month.

Ms Gupta started her polit-
ical journey as a student
leader by winning the secre-
tary post of Dusu (Delhi
University Students Union)
in 1995 and later bagging the
presidential position the
next year.

“I felt happy to be present
among the women students
of Delhi University and
ABVP. Students from all cor-
ners of the country partici-
pated in the Youth
Parliament. I also asked for
their suggestions for our

upcoming budget,” she told
reporters.

Ms Gupta was the chief
guest on the second day of
the three-day event at
NDMC Convention Centre,
which focused on the “Girls”
Parliament.’

The Youth Parliament,
which began on March 9,
has been dedicated to differ-
ent student communities.
The first day focused on trib-
al students while the second

day was for female students.
The final day on March 11

will feature students from
the Northeast and the Youth
Parliament, with discus-
sions on leadership, educa-
tion, and nation-building.

The Tribal Students’
Parliament held on Sunday
included deliberations on
education, health, employ-
ment, language preserva-
tion, and heritage conserva-
tion.

Rekha seeks budget
ideas from students

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

The Delhi government is
mulling over formation of a
Yamuna task force in collab-
oration with the Territorial
Army to prevent encroach-
ments on flood plains of the
river, dumping of debris and
waste.

PWD and water minister
Parvesh Verma said he dis-
cussed the issue with the
Territorial Army.

The task force will be dedi-
cated to protect the Yamuna

floodplains, prevent
encroachments, stop illegal
dumping of debris and
waste, and ensuring strict
enforcement of regulations,
he said.

“Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the double-engine
government of the BJP, we
are committed to restoring
the Yamuna and protecting
its floodplains. For years,
illegal encroachments and
waste dumping have choked
the Yamuna,” Mr Verma
said.

Govt mulls forming task
force to protect Yamuna

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Security has been
stepped up at over 100
locations across the
national capital ahead
of Holi festival and
Ramzan’s Friday
prayers, an official said
on Monday.

The upcoming Holi
festival coincides with
Friday prayers during
the holy month of
Ramzan.

“No one will be
allowed to breach the
law and order situation
for the upcoming Holi
and Friday prayers,” a
senior police officer
said, adding that they
have already identified
sensitive areas.

We have identified
more than 100 locations
in Delhi where we will
deploy additional police
force, the officer said.

Police sources said
that some anti-social
elements might attempt
to create unrest during
the coinciding celebra-
tions. Consequently,
additional police forces
will be deployed in vul-
nerable locations.

Drones will be used for
surveillance, and strict
action will be taken
against those attempt-
ing to incite religious or
communal tensions, the
police said. Another
police officer said that
officers in plain clothes
will be deployed for
additional surveillance.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

The Delhi high court has
directed the principal sec-
retary (health) and the
director of the Institute
of Human Behaviour and
Allied Sciences (IHABS)
to file a joint status report
on the implementation of
a revised Assessment
Promotion Scheme of the
IHBAS.

“Be that as it may, the
time has come for a
final decision to be
made and implemented.
The chief secretary,
GNCTD, principal sec-
retary (health) and prin-
cipal secretary (finance)
are directed to ensure
that a meeting is con-
vened with the director
of IHBAS as expedi-
tiously as possible,
preferably within a
period of three weeks
from today, and attend-
ed by the officers who
are empowered to take

an effective decision in
the matter,”  the court
said in its February 21
order. The matter has
been listed for further
hearing on May 16.

The high court was
hearing a 2013 petition
on the revised
Assessment Promotion
of the IHBAS. The court
said that the matter has
been heard from time to
time, and resolutions
have also been passed by
IHBAS. It said that by an
order dated July 10, 2024,
the statement of Delhi
government standing
counsel Avnish Ahlawat
was recorded that the
decision would, in all
probability, be taken in
two months.

The counsel submitted
that in the light of these
resolutions of EC and
the governing body, he
is unclear as to the
nature of the further
resolutions required to
be passed by the EC.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

The Delhi police has
arrested two persons
involved in killing a 30-
year-old man near the
Phool Mandi area on
National Highway-24 in
east Delhi while they
were trying to flee. 

The accused have been
identified as Nazim (40)
and Talib alias Tariq
(24), he said, adding that
the reason for the mur-
der was an ongoing mon-
etary dispute between
the victim and the
accused. “Eyewitness
Akash Chaudhary stated
that they were returning
from a dumping yard on
a scooter after refueling
when a car carrying
three to four people
intercepted them and
opened fire,” DCP (East)
Abhishek Dhania said.

Delh police beefs up
security ahead of Holi

V-P Jagdeep Dhankhar recovering at AIIMS

Man shot dead on
NH-24 near Phool
Mandi, 2 arrested

Clips from courts circulated
for sensationalism: SC judge

Delhi HC seeks clarity on
IHBAS’ promotion plan

■ CM attends ABVP students’ event as chief guest
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SHORT TAKES

BBhhooppaall:: At least 10 Congress
activists were injured on

Monday when the stage at a
protest site collapsed. The

activists were protesting
against the alleged failure of
the Madhya Pradesh govern-

ment to fulfil the promises
made to the farmers.

Sources said that the injured
Congress workers were

given first-aid treatment. The
party had called for a gherao

of the state Assembly, the
Budget Session of which

commenced on Monday, in
protest against the state

government’s failure to
implement various promises
made to the farmers before

the last Assembly polls.
AICC general secretary in-

charge of party affairs in MP
Harish Choudhury, who was

present on the occasion, dis-
missed the incident, saying,
“Such things happen during
a struggle.’ He said that his

party was gaining strength in
the state to wage a struggle

against the state BJP 
government.

TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm:: Consi-
dering the long-pending

demand of Sabarimala devo-
tees, the Travancore

Devaswom Board (TDB) has
decided to change the “dar-

shan” route at Sabarimala,
allowinag devotees to have

darshan directly as they
climb the holy 18 steps at

Sannidhanam. TDB president
P.S. Prasanth announced that
this change would be imple-
mented on a trial basis from
March 15 during the monthly

pooja and would continue
for 12 days during the Vishu
Pooja. “If it proves success-

ful, this change will be made
permanent during the next

Mandalam-Makaravilakku
season,” Mr Prasanth said.

He said that the board had
received numerous requests,
including thousands of  let-

ters from devotees, urging a
revision of the route to facili-
tate a better darshan experi-

ence upon climbing the 18
holy steps. “Currently, devo-

tees who ascend the holy
steps are directed to a

bridge, where they wait in a
queue before proceeding to

the other side for darshan. 

Route changed for
Sabarimala devotees

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior Trinamul
Congress (TMC) leader

Saugata Roy was on Monday
rushed to the Ram Manohar

Lohia hospital from
Parliament complex after he
fell sick. Mr Roy had partici-

pated in a debate on a bill in
Lok Sabha after he felt

unwell. He was rushed to the
hospital in an ambulance by

the Parliament staff. “He was
brought a little while ago. He
had pain in the back and had
little sweating. “He has been

admitted to the nursing
home. He is being evaluated

by a team of doctors. His
tests are being done,” said

Dr Manoj Jha, additional
medical Superintendent at

RML hospital. — PTI

TMC’s Roy falls ill in
Parl, rushed to hosp

10 Cong cadre hurt
in MP stage collapse
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Uttarakhand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on

Monday directed the state
vigilance department to

crack down on black market-
ing of helicopter tickets dur-

ing the Char Dham season.
The Char Dham pilgrimage
will begin with the opening
of the portals of

the Yamunotri and
Gangotri shrines

on April 30. “The
vigilance depart-

ment should
remain alert and

keep strict vigil on
black marketing of

helicopter tickets
during the upcom-

ing Chardham Yatra. The
police must bust rackets or
nab those involved in such

malpractices and take strict
action against them,” the
chief minister told senior

officials at a high-level meet-
ing. He also asked tourism
minister Satpal Maharaj to
take stock of the ongoing

preparation of the yatra to
the Gangotri, Yamunotri,

Badrinath, and Kedarnath
shrines.  The CM ordered

officials to ensure only sin-
gle-use plastic items are sold

and adequate pink toilets
are set up, with key priority

given to cleanliness.  He also
directed secretaries and sen-
ior police officers to conduct

a field inspection by March.

CHAR DHAM HELI
TICKETS’ SALE

UNDER CM LENS

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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The titular king of the
erstwhile princely state of
Manipur and Rajya Sabha
MP Leishemba Sanajaoba
on Monday urged the
Central government to
reclaim the “historically
significant” Kabaw Valley,
now part of Myanmar,
which was “unjustly”
handed over to Burma
(now Myanmar) by then
Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru on
March 3, 1953, following a
meeting with his Burmese
counterpart, U. Nu, in
Manipur. The BJP MP
charged that the Valley
was gifted away by Nehru
“whimsically and  uncon-
stitutionally” to the neigh-
bouring country.

Raising the matter dur-
ing Zero Hour in the
Upper House, the MP said
if the valley is not
reclaimed, the govern-
ment should ensure the
continuation of compen-
sation payments as stipu-
lated under the Treaty of
Yandaboo (1826) and the
Kabaw Valley Agreement
(1834). Asserting that the
valley had been an inte-

gral part of the Manipur
Kingdom since 1450 AD,
the BJP MP said it was
unjustly handed over to
Burma (now Myanmar)
without the approval of
the Indian Parliament or
the endorsement of the
Manipur state. 
Mr Sanajaoba  termed the
handing over of the valley
as “the most unfortunate
day in the history of

Manipur”.
Maharaja Sanajaoba

Leishemba further said
that under the two agree-
ments, Burma had agreed
to pay a monthly compen-
sation, which was paid to
Manipur till 1949, and
after 1949 with the merger
of Manipur into India, the
same amount was paid to
the Indian government till
around 1953.

Reclaim Kabaw Valley ‘gifted’ to
Myanmar by Nehru: MP to govt

Stalin slams ‘arrogance’, tells
Pradhan to control his tongue

JJaammmmuu//NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,
MMaarrcchh  1100:: Outrage over a
fashion show in Gulmarg
found wide echo in the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly on Monday,
with chief minister Omar
Abdullah saying his gov-
ernment had no role in the
event organised at a pri-
vate hotel, and would not
have given its permission
even if it was not Ramzan.

At the centre of the con-
troversy over the show,
which Kashmir’s chief
priest Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq dubbed obscene,
were designer duo Shivan
& Narresh. As the issue
over the March 7 fashion
walk through the snow
meadows in Gulmarg

escalated, they expressed
deep regret.

The Delhi-based design-
ers, whose full names are
Shivan Bhatiya and
Narresh Kukreja, had
showcased their skiwear
collection to mark the 15th
anniversary of their label.

“Our sole intention was
to celebrate creativity and
the ski & apres-ski
lifestyle, without any
desire to offend anyone or
any religious sentiments.
Respect for all cultures
and traditions is at our
heart, and we acknowl-
edge the concerns raised.
We sincerely apologise for
any unintended discom-
fort and appreciate the
feedback from our com-

munity. We remain com-
mitted to being more
mindful and respectful,”
the designers said in a
statement on Sunday
night.

The apology did little to
assuage the anger.

A day after Mr Abdullah
asked for a report on the
matter, he said in the

Assembly that those who
organised the fashion
show had not applied their
mind, shown disregard to
public sentiment and paid
no attention to where it
was happening and its
timing.

“Some people are saying
that such a show should
not have happened in the
month of Ramzan. After
what I have seen, I am of
the opinion that it should
not have taken place any
time of the year,” Mr
Abdullah said.

Making a statement in
the House after the
Question Hour, the CM
said the “disappointment
and concern” of the mem-
bers are genuine. — PTI

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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New Zealand Prime
Minister Christopher
Luxon will pay an offi-
cial five-day visit next
week to India starting
Sunday during which he
will hold talks with
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and will
also be the chief guest
on Monday at the
Raisina Dialogue confer-
ence in the capital.

In a statement, New
Delhi said, “At the invi-
tation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Prime
Minister of New
Zealand Christopher
Luxon, will pay an offi-
cial visit to India on 16-
20 March 2025. He will be
accompanied by a high-
level delegation, includ-
ing ministers, senior
officials, businesses,
media and members of
the Indian diaspora com-
munity in New Zealand.
This would be the first
visit to India by Prime
Minister Luxon in his
present capacity. He will
visit New Delhi and
Mumbai before return-
ing to Wellington on
March 20.”

The MEA added,
“During his visit, Prime
Minister Luxon will
hold talks with PM Modi
on 17 March 2025, cover-
ing various aspects of
India-New Zealand rela-
tions. Prime Minister
Modi will host a lunch in
honour of the visiting
dignitary. A call on
President Droupadi
Murmu is scheduled on
the same day. Prime
Minister Luxon will join
the inaugural session of
the 10th Raisina
Dialogue 2025 on 17
March 2025 in New Delhi
as the chief guest and
deliver the Keynote
address.” 

Kiwi PM will
visit India on
Mar 16, Modi
talks next day

People smear colours and dance during a procession celebrating Holi in Sambhal on
Monday. — PTI

KKoollkkaattaa,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: “Azad
Kashmir” and “Free
Palestine” graffitis were
spotted at one place on
the Jadavpur University
campus triggering a row,
while most of the classes
and exams were held in
the institute as per sched-
ule on Monday.

The alleged entry of
“plainclothes police per-
sonnel” on the university
campus, coinciding with
that of a professor linked
to the ruling Trinamul
Congress, also did not go
down well with a section of
the students and teachers.

Protests were being held
for the past few days at
Jadavpur University
where two students were
injured after the car of
state education minister
Bratya Basu and another
accompanying vehicle
allegedly grazed past
them during a left protest
on the campus on March 1.

An FIR has been lodged
against Basu, and profes-
sor and TMC leader Om
Prakash Mishra in con-
nection with the violence.

Graffiti in black pro-
claiming “Azad Kashmir “
and “Free Palestine” was
seen on a wall near gate

number three of the cam-
pus, but it was not known
who or which organisa-
tion was behind it.

JU’s Trinamul Chhatra
Parishad unit president
Kishalay Roy said, “Some
ultra-Left student outfits
are behind this and more
such graffiti can be spot-
ted if one goes around the
sprawling campus.”

SFI’s JU unit leader
Abhinaba Basu said, “We
don’t support secessionist
views though we are
against the repression of
minorities in BJP-ruled
states.” He asserted that
SFI, the student wing of
the CPI(M), has a clear
stand on the Palestine
issue.

Senior faculty member
and functionary of TMC-
leaning forum of academ-
ics, Om Prakash Mishra,
said, “We are against any
poster and graffiti which
support secessionist
views.” — PTI

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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The leadership of
Vanuatu has ordered the
cancellation of the citi-
zenship of alleged eco-
nomic offender and fugi-
tive Lalit Modi, who had
recently submitted an
application to the Indian
high commission in
London to surrender his
Indian passport after
obtaining citizenship of
the archipelago nation
Vanuatu.

According to global
media reports on Monday,
Vanuatu’s Prime Minister
Jotham Napat announced
that his country had
decided to cancel Lalit’s
citizenship, adding that a
Vanuatu passport was a
“privilege” and that
“applicants must seek citi-
zenship for legitimate rea-
sons”.

“None of those legiti-
mate reasons include
attempting to avoid extra-
dition, which the recent
facts brought to light
clearly indicate was Lalit

Modi’s intention,” he said. 
He also reportedly said

that background checks
and Interpol screenings
conducted during Lalit’s
application for a passport
had shown no criminal
convictions.

Mr Napat, however,
added that in the past 24
hours, he had been made
aware that Interpol had
twice rejected India’s
requests to issue an alert
notice, citing a lack of
“substantive judicial evi-
dence”.

A statement by the
Vanuatu government was
quoted by media reports
as stating, “Any such alert
would’ve triggered an

automatic rejection of
Modi’s citizenship appli-
cation.” 

According to reports, the
former chief of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) is
“wanted for allegedly rig-
ging bids” during his
tenure as IPL head and
has been living in Britain
since 2010 while denying
the allegations against
him.

India had last week said
it is examining rules fol-
lowing an application by
Lalit Modi who has sub-
mitted an application in
London to surrender his
Indian passport after tak-
ing citizenship of
Vanuatu.  

‘Azad Kashmir, Free
Palestine’ graffiti at
WB’s JU trigger row

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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Amid uproar, Union
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday
tabled the Manipur budg-
et for 2025-26 in the Lok
Sabha. The budget envis-
ages an expenditure of
`35,103.90 crores, up from
`32,656.81 crores in the
current financial year.
The total receipts have
been pegged at `35,368.19
crores, up from `32,471.90
crores in 2024-25.

At present, Manipur is
under President’s Rule.

As per the budget docu-
ments, the capital outlay
has been increased by 19
per cent to `7,773 crores
over the current financial
year ending March 2025.
“The Manipur’s budget
provides for over `2,000
crores under special
assistance to states for
capital investment

(SASCI) and `9,520 crores
for social sector outlay,” it
said. For relief and reha-
bilitation for internally
displaced persons, `15
crores has been provided
for temporary shelter to
them; `35 crores towards
housing for displaced peo-
ple, `100 crores for relief
operations, and `7 crores
for compensation.

A budgetary allocation
of `2,866 crores for 2025-
26 has been made towards
incentives for police per-
sonnel posted in sensitive
areas. Ms Sitharaman
also tabled the supple-
mentary demands for
grants in respect of
Manipur for 2024-25.

Amid uproar, FM tables
`35Kcr Manipur budget

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::  The
Central government on
Monday cited a new
report  from the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) in Parliament and
said the water in the
Ganga at Triveni Sangam
in Prayagraj was fit for
bathing during the recent-
ly concluded Maha
Kumbh. Triveni Sangam
is where the Ganga meets
the Yamuna and
Saraswati rivers.   

The government also
said it had provided a
total of `7,421 crore to the
National Mission for

Clean Ganga in 2022-23,
2023-24  and 2024-25 (until
March 9).  

In response to a question
from Samajwadi Party
MP Anand Bhadauria and
Congress MP K.
Sudhakaran, Union envi-
ronment minister Bhu-
pender Yadav said that
according to the CPCB
report, the median values
of pH, dissolved oxygen
(DO),  biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD) and faecal
coliform (FC) at all moni-
tored locations were with-
in the permissible limits
for bathing. — PTI

Govt: Ganga water was fit
for bathing during Kumbh

Lalit Modi

Christopher Luxon

G. BBABU JJAYAKUMAR
and D. SSEKAR
CHENNAI, MARCH 10

Urging Union education
minister Dharmendra
Pradhan to mind his
tongue and stop speaking
arrogantly against Tamil
Nadu as though he was a
monarch, chief minister
M.K. Stalin asked him if
he would release the funds
due for the state that were
collected as tax and meant
to be spent on students of
the state or not.

Mr Stalin told Mr
Pradhan, who ignited the
second bout of angry
exchanges between the
BJP and state leaders over
the implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) by derogating
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) MPs on
Monday, three weeks after
he first triggered the con-
troversy, in no uncertain
terms that he had insulted
the people of Tamil Nadu.

Though Mr Pradhan had

reportedly withdrawn his
insulting remark against
Tamil Nadu MPs, which
was made on the floor of
the House, with Speaker
Om Birla expunging it
from the records, the fire
he lit continued to rage all
over the state. 

DMK workers held
protests and set on fire his
photographs and effigies
to express their anger over
the overbearing attitude.

In his message on X, Mr

Stalin made it clear that
the state government did
not agree to implement the
Centre’s PM Shri scheme,
denying Mr Pradhan’s
charge that the state
reneged on its promise.

The chief minister said
that when he had not
agreed to implement the
Centre’s scheme, nobody
could persuade him on it.
He also asked Union edu-
cation  minister if his
remarks against Tamil

Nadu had the approval of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Recalling Mr Pradhan’s
letter to him, dated August
30, 2024, outlining Tamil
Nadu’s rejection of the
NEP, the 3-language policy,
and the PM Shri MoU, Mr
Stalin said the DMK gov-
ernment worked on the
basis of the aspirations of
the people and not like the
BJP leaders bound by dik-
tat of Nagpur.

He slammed Mr Pradhan
for using a word to target
the DMK MPs and said the
Central minister deceived
Tamil Nadu by not releas-
ing funds. “You are insult-
ing the people of Tamil
Nadu. Does PM Narendra
Modi accept this?” he
asked.

Meanwhile, BJP leader
K. Annamalai said DMK
MPs think they can
always spread half-truths
and untruths and did not
expect to be exposed on
the floor of the Parliament
by Mr Pradhan.

Lalit Modi in fresh trouble,
Vanuatu to cancel passport

If Union minister’s remarks had approval of PM Modi? asks TN CM 

Union ministers Dharmendra Pradhan, Jayant Chaudhary
and Sukanta Majumdar during the Budget Session of
Parliament in New delhi on Monday. — PTI

◗ ◗ AACCCCOORRDDIINNGG TTOO
reports, the former chief
of the Indian Premier
League is wanted for
allegedly rigging bids
during his tenure as IPL
head and has been living
in Britain since 2010
while denying the alle-
gations against him

RAJIB CCHOWDHURI 
KOLKATA, MARCH 10

A year ahead of the
Assembly elections in
West Bengal, the BJP suf-
fered a huge blow as its
MLA Tapasi Mondal, a
close aide of Leader of the
Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, defected to the
Trinamul Congress on
Monday. Ms Mondal
joined the ruling party at
its office in Kolkata in the
presence of state minister
Aroop Biswas.

Ms Mondal, who is the
12th MLA to have
switched to the TMC from
the BJP in the last four
years, represents the
Haldia constituency in
East Midnapore, the home
turf of Mr Adhikari. 

Ironically, she had
defected to the BJP along
with Mr Adhikari at a
rally of Union home min-
ister Amit Shah months

before the 2021 Assembly
polls. She won the Haldia
seat as a Congress-sup-
ported CPI(M) candidate
in the 2016 Assembly polls.

After joining the TMC,
Ms Mondal said, “I decid-
ed to be a part of chief
minister Mamata

Banerjee’s developmental
initiatives. The BJP is pur-
suing divisive politics. I
can see people rejecting it.
It was getting tough for me
to accept such politics.
The BJP leadership is dis-
rupting the spirit for all to
move and work together.”

In a post on X, the TMC
said, “Welcoming BJP’s
Haldia MLA Tapasi
Mondal to the Trinamul
Congress family! Her deci-
sion to join us is a testa-
ment to the growing disil-
lusionment with BJP’s
politics. Under the leader-
ship of Mamata Banerjee,
she will work tirelessly for
the people’s welfare.”

Commenting on Ms
Mondal’s defection, Mr
Adhikari said, “People
will reject such political
opportunists. Not a single
BJP worker has joined the
TMC along with her.”

“Earlier, Mukut Mani
Adhikari, Krishna
Kalyani, and Biswajit Das
joined the TMC and con-
tested the Lok Sabha polls
but lost. Ms Mondal want-
ed to become the party’s
district president despite
being an MLA. Our leader-
ship did not allow it,” Mr
Adhikari said.

■ ‘Must seek citizenship for legitimate reasons’

Suvendu’s close aide MLA joins TMC
■ Want to be part of CM’s developmental steps: Tapasi Mondal

No govt role in Gulmarg show: Omar
■ Delhi-based designers face heat, apologise after uproar

Omar Abdullah

◗ ◗ AASS PPEERR the budget,
the capital outlay has
been increased by 19
per cent to `7,773
crores over the current
financial year 

Pushkar
Singh Dhami

KKoollkkaattaa,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: The
West Bengal Assembly
witnessed chaos on
Monday as Opposition
BJP MLAs protested the
Speaker’s decision to
switch off the micropho-
neof one of their col-
leagues, prompting Spea-
ker Biman Bandopadhyay
to suspend saffron party
legislator Dipak Barman
for the rest of the session
and order marshals to

evict two others from the
House. The BJP MLAs
later staged a walkout in
protest against the
“biased approach” of the
Speaker.

The developments began
when BJP MLA Hiran
Chatterjee, during the dis-
cussion on the budget,
raised concerns about the
functioning of the West
Bengal Public Service
Commission. — PTI

WB Speaker suspends BJP
MLA over ruckus in House
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In an interim relief to a
Pune eatery, the
Supreme Court stayed a
Bombay high court
order restraining it from
using the trademark
“Burger King” until the
infringement plea by the
US food giant was decid-
ed.  

A two-judge bench of
Justices B.V.
Nagarathna and Satish
Chandra Sharma issued
notice to Burger King
Corporation on the
appeal against the high
court order.

In its recent order, the
apex court said, “The
impugned order is
stayed until further
orders. However, the
pendency of this special
leave petition would not
come in the way of the
high court disposing of
the appeal filed by the
respondent herein as
expeditiously as possi-
ble. We say so having
regard to the fact that
the respondent herein
has been unsuccessful in
the suit filed by it as the
suit has been dis-
missed.”

Eatery in Pune
can use brand
name ‘Burger
King’, says SC

◗ ◗ EENNTTRRYY OOFF ‘plain-
clothes police person-
nel’ on the campus also
did not go down well
with a section of the
students and teachers
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BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: The Odisha
Police, under the leadership

of director general (DG)
Yoghesh Bahadur Khurania,

has initiated a sweeping
statewide crackdown on ille-
gal sand mining. In coordina-

tion with the state’s mines
department, law enforce-

ment authorities raided mul-
tiple locations, seizing 136
vehicles and arresting 123

individuals since Sunday. The
operation aims to dismantle
the entrenched networks of

the sand mafia, whose illegal
activities pose significant
threats to local resources
and communities. Senior

police officials across vari-
ous districts have been

spearheading extensive raids
to curb unauthorised sand
and minor mineral extrac-

tion. District police units
remain on high alert, carry-

ing out targeted missions to
disrupt sand smuggling

operations. 

Crackdown on sand
mining, 123 arrested

SANJAY KKAW
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

With an outlay of `7,706
crore for safety works of
level crossings and road
over / under bridges as
thrust areas of the rail-
ways for the next fiscal, a
parliamentary panel has
made a strong recommen-
dation for a sufficient
budgetary allocation for
structural improvement
and early shifting to con-
dition-based / predictive
maintenance to mitigate
water-logging woes on
these assets of the coun-
try’s largest public trans-
porter.

The standing committee
on railways, which tabled
its report in the Lok
Sabha on Monday, also
flagged delays in the
upgradation of 1,337 sta-
tions for development
under Amrit Bharat
Station scheme.

Out of these stations,
the panel said that ten-
ders for development
works have been allotted
and works are in progress
at 1,202 stations. 

It, however, noted that
as against the target for
upgradation of 453 sta-
tions during 2024-25 (as of
December 2024), only one
station has actually
undergone uplift.

The committee has rec-
ommended setting up of a

dedicated task force for
better project oversight
and coordination among
stakeholders, besides
early engagement with
local representatives and
state governments to
reduce bureaucratic
delays.

The panel underscored
that the redevelopment of
stations should focus on
improving crowd man-
agement to prevent any
untoward incidents and
recommended to the rail-
ways to explore private
investment and expertise
to evaluate the success of
the public private part-
nership model.

The report stressed the
urgent need to improve
average speed of freight
trains which stood at 25
km per hour during 2023-
24 as freight remains the
backbone of the public
transporter contributing
about 65 per cent of its
total revenue. It has also
recommended develop-
ment and usage of freight
corridors on a prior
ity basis.

Panel’s report on
rlys flags delays in
revamp of 1K stns

◗ ◗ TTHHEE RREEPPOORRTT stressed
the need to improve
average speed of freight
trains which stood at 25
km per hour during
2023-24 as freight
remains the backbone
of the public transporter

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, MARCH 10

Clashes erupted in Mhow
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore district late on
Sunday night after a
rally, taken out to cele-
brate India’s ICC
Champions Trophy victo-
ry, in the town was
attacked by some miscre-
ants, police said on
Monday.

Four were injured and
several four and two
wheelers were set ablaze
by the miscreants in the
incident, according to the
Indore district collector
Ashish Singh.

As per the police, four
cars and a dozen two-
wheelers were damaged
by the miscreants in the
incident. Thirteen people
have so far been arrested
in connection with the
incident, Mr Singh said.

Videos surfacing on
social media in connec-
tion with the incident
and the footage of CCTVs
were being scrutinized to
identify the other
accused in the incident,
he said.

As per him, reinforce-
ments rushed to the town
to maintain law and
order. Peace has been
restored in the town and
the situation is under
control now, he said.

Violence over
celebrations
after India’s
win, 13 held

■ Priyanka Chopra may join `1,000crore film

AKSHAYA KKUMAR SSAHOO 
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 10

Odisha’s picturesque
Koraput district is set to
become the latest hotspot
for Indian cinema as leg-
endary filmmaker S.S.
Rajamouli gears up for the
shoot of his much-antici-
pated film, SSMB 29.
Starring South Indian
superstar Mahesh Babu,
this upcoming cinematic
spectacle has already gen-
erated massive buzz, not
just for its star-studded
cast but also for its choice
of location.

Mr Rajamouli’s team has
been meticulously scout-
ing for breathtaking loca-
tions for the action-packed
adventure film, and
Koraput’s mesmerising
landscapes, with its tower-
ing hills and lush green-
ery, have captivated their
imagination. Impressed
by the region’s raw and
untamed beauty, Mr
Rajamouli personally vis-
ited Koraput and finalised
it as one of the primary

shooting locations.
Reports suggest that
shooting will commence
on March 28.

According to sources, a
500-member crew has
already arrived in
Koraput to begin the
groundwork for the film.
The first phase of shoot-
ing will take place in the
Talamali area, where
preparations are in full
swing. The scale of the
production is evident from
the fact that all hotels in
nearby Semiliguda have
been fully booked for the
film’s crew and staff.

With a reported estimat-

ed budget of `1,000 crore,
SSMB 29 is poised to be
one of the most ambitious
projects in Indian cinema.
In addition to Mahesh
Babu, Bollywood actress
Priyanka Chopra is also
rumored to join the cast,
adding to the excitement
surrounding the film.

Koraput has previously
served as a backdrop for
several South Indian
films, including “Ghaati,”
which featured
“Baahubali” fame
Anushka Shetty, and
“ S a n k r a n t h i k i
Vasthunam,” starring
superstar Venkatesh.

BHAGWAN PPARAB
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

Two major initiatives - a
third airport for Mumbai
near the upcoming
Vadhvan port in the
Palghar district and the
night landing facility at
Shirdi Airport - have found
a place in the Maharashtra
government’s budget for
the financial year 2025-26.

Maharashtra’s deputy
chief minister and finance
minister Ajit Pawar, in his
address to the Vidhan
Sabha, indicated that the
new airport would be situ-
ated near Vadhvan port,
which is expected to
become operational by
2030. Vadhvan Port, the
proposed deep seaport in
Palghar district, will see
the state contributing 26
per cent of the total project
cost, said Mr Pawar while
announcing plans for the
third Mumbai airport as
part of the port’s develop-
ment. The Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train
station will also be situated
near the airport, he added.

The Vadhvan port — a
Greenfield all-weather port
is coming up in Vadhavan
for which PM Narendra
Modi performed the
ground-breaking ceremo-
ny last year. The total proj-
ect cost, including the land
acquisition component is
`76,220 crore. 

In addition, Mr Pawar
also announced that the
Shirdi Airport will soon
have a “night landing facil-

ity.” Every day, over 50,000
thousand visit Shirdi,
where a world famous tem-
ple dedicated to Sai Baba is

located. The numbers easi-
ly cross a lakh and above
on Thursdays, Sundays
and holidays.

Maharashtra deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar while
presenting the Maharashtra government’s budget for
the 2025-26 fiscal on Monday. — RAJESH JADHAV 

SONU SSHRIVASTAVA
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

Unlike the election year of
2003-2024, the Mahara-
shtra budget this year did
not have any populist
announcements. Instead,
state finance minister Ajit
Pawar, who on Monday
presented the “Mahayuti”
government’s first budget
after the election, annou-
nced plans to develop the
Mumbai metropolitan
region as an international-
class “growth hub”. He
also increased taxes on
non-transport four wheel-
er CNG and LPG vehicles.

Mr Pawar presented a
`7.20 lakh crore budget
with revenue deficit of
`45,892 crore and fiscal
deficit of `1,36,234 crore. 

As per the budget docu-
ment, the debt stock of the
state is `8,39,275 crore in
the financial year 2024-25,
while it would be increased
to `9,32,242 crore in the
financial year 2025-26.
However, CM Devendra
Fadnavis said, “A state’s
debts should not be more
than 25 per cent of its GDP.
We are at 18 per cent.
Maharashtra and Guajarat
are the only two states in
the country to have debt
less than 20 per cent of its
GDP.”

Pawar tables
`7.2 lakh-cr
state budget

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10 

The Supreme Court has
censured Jammu and
Kashmir officials for not
complying with a 2007
high court order over the
regularisation of daily
wagers who had worked
for 14-19 years and
dubbed the procrastina-
tion as a “glaring and
textbook example of
obstination”.

A bench of Justices
Surya Kant and N.
Kotiswar Singh said: “We
are constrained to
observe that the present
case is a glaring and text-
book example of obstina-
tion exhibited by the
state officials/authori-
ties, who consider them-
selves to be above and
beyond the reach of law.”

In its order on March 7,
the bench said instead of
complying with the 2007
order of the HC for regu-
larisation of daily
wagers, who worked
between 14-19 years, the
state authorities kept on
passing “cryptic orders”
to harass them.

SC slams J&K
staff over daily
wagers’ issue

BHAGWAN PPARAB
MUMBAI, MAR. 10

In a clear indication that
the beneficiaries of the
Ladki Bahin Yojana will
not get a hike in payments,
the Maharashtra govern-
ment has cut down the
amount earmarked for the
popular scheme in the
annual budget. 

Maharashtra finance
minister Ajit Pawar has
earmarked `36,000 crore
for the state’s flagship
women’s welfare scheme,
as against the funds of

`46,000 crore in the last
budget.

Mr Pawar announced a
budget allocation of
`36,000 crore for the pop-
ulist scheme for the fiscal
year 2025-26. The allocation
marks a substantial reduc-
tion from the previously
projected amount of
`46,000 crore. He also stat-
ed that the actual expendi-
ture under the scheme
since its inception has
been ̀ 33,232 crore, with the
revised estimate for finan-
cial year 2024-25 now
pegged at `36,000 crore.

`̀2,100 promised to ‘Ladki Bahin’
before polls still a distant dream

Rajamouli’s next to put Odisha’s
Koraput on global cinematic map

M.B. GGIRISH
BENGALURU, MARCH 10

The special court for eco-
nomic offences,
Bengaluru on Monday
remanded actress Ranya
Rao, an accused in gold
smuggling case, to judi-
cial custody till March 25
after her 3-days custody
given to directorate of
revenue intelligence, a
Central agency, ended.
Earlier, the special court
for economic offences
gave 3-days custody of
actress Ranya Rao to DRI
on Friday.

A DRI officials produced
Ranya Rao before the
court and submitted a
report to the court. DRI
officials on March 3 suc-
cessfully intercepted Rao
on her arrival from Dubai
to Kempegowda Internati-
onal Airport (KIA) near
Bengaluru city.

Upon her interception,
the  DRI officials recov-
ered 14.2 kg of gold bars of
foreign origin and valued
at `12.56 crore. 

Over the seizure made
from the actress allegedly
involved in gold-smug-
gling, the officials stated
“The successful intercep-
tion and seizure (of gold

from actress) marked a
significant blow to organ-
ised gold-smuggling.”

The seizure of 14.2 kg of
gold is one of the biggest
seizures at Kempegowda
International Airport in
recent years.

Prior to court order in
the actress case, BJP MLA
Bharath Shetty told
reporters in Bengaluru,
said the actress, immedi-

ately after being caught by
DRI officials at KIA, tried
to contact some Congress
minister to get out of the
trouble.

Mr Shetty alleged two
Congress ministers
alleged to have been
involved (with the
accused) and tried to help
her. Now, a CBI investiga-
tion is going to reveal
“Who is behind the case?”

Gold smuggling case: Ranya
Rao sent to JC till March 25

■ Bullet train station will also be situated near airport: Ajit

2 Cong ministers tried to help her in the case: BJP

Maharashtra to build third
airport near Vadhvan port

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: The
DRI officials on Monday
arrested one more person
in connection with the
gold smuggling case
involving actress Ranya
Rao.

The arrested person is
the son of a prominent
hotelier and was allegedly
a partner in gold smug-
gling involving the actress.

The businessman was
produced before the spe-
cial court for economic
offences, which allowed
the directorate of revenue
intelligence (DRI) to keep
him in its custody for five
days.

The DRI seized gold bars

worth `12.56
crore from
K a n n a d a
a c t r e s s
Harshava-
r d h i n i
Ranya alias
Ranya Rao

at Kempegowda
International Airport a
week ago.

Rao is the stepdaughter
of senior IPS officer
Ramachandra Rao. The
DGP-rank officer is chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of the Karnataka State
Police Housing and
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Corporation
Ltd. — PTI

DRI arrests 1 more person in gold
smuggling case involving actress

Crew members (right) of S.S. Rajamouli at the foothills
of Deomali preparing for the shoot of SSMB 29 in
Odisha’s Koraput district.
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said: “They are dishonest and
they are ruining the future of
the students of TN. They are
doing politics.” Mr Pradhan
said that at one point the gov-
ernment of TN had agreed to
the PM SHRI scheme and sev-
eral (DMK) MPs, who came to
see him, conveyed this to him.

"But when they went back,
they made a U-turn. They are
doing mischief with the lives
of the students. They are mis-
leading the people and doing
injustice to the students of
Tamil Nadu. They are unde-
mocratic,” he alleged.

Mr Pradhan told the House
that Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter M.K. Stalin had also
agreed initially “but sudden-
ly some super CM appeared
and they took a U-turn. They
just want to do politics”.
“Today is March 10. We still
have 20 days left in March,”
he said, indicating the time
left for the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to sign the MoU on
PM SHRI. Taking strong
exception to the minister's
remarks, the DMK members
raised slogans against the
Centre in the House.

Speaker Om Birla asked the
agitating members to return
to their seats and allow the
House to function normally.
Mr Birla said he had given an
opportunity to the Opposition
members to pose questions
and, subsequently, the minis-
ter had replied.

”But now you are doing this
(protests). This is not good.
You are setting a wrong
precedent. Don't violate par-

liamentary procedures,” the
Speaker said. However, the
DMK members ignored Mr
Birla's request and continued
their protests. Members of
the Congress and other
Opposition parties also
joined them. After some time,
Mr Birla adjourned the
House till 12 noon.

When the House reassem-
bled at noon, DMK member
Kanimozhi told the House
that she was “very pained
and hurt” by a particular
word used by the minister.
"We are speaking to our lead-
ers about moving a privilege
motion," she added. Ms
Kanimozhi also said she and
other DMK MPs, along with
the Tamil Nadu education
minister, had met Mr
Pradhan to request him to
release the funds to the state
under education schemes.
”We have clearly said that we
have issues with the NEP and
we cannot accept it in full. We
said that the three-language
formula is not acceptable to
Tamil Nadu. The truth is that
the chief minister of Tamil
Nadu had written to the min-
ister as well as the PM saying
we have some issues with the
NEP and cannot accept it in
total. He had also requested
to release the funds," she said,
adding: “The MPs of TN have
never accepted the NEP”.

Responding to Ms
Kanimozhi, Mr Pradhan said:
“My esteemed colleague, one
of my dearest sisters and sen-
ior member Honourable
Kanimozhi has raised two
points.

”At one point she said that I
have used a word which I
should not have used for the
members from TN, TN gov-
ernment and people of TN.
Let's not mix it. Let me with-
draw it. I withdraw my word
if it has hurt anyone. I have
no issues with that,” he said.

Mr Pradhan further said the
MPs met him on several occa-
sions and the education min-
ister of Tamil Nadu was also
part of the delegation, which
was in a "good spirit that
something (solution) should
come up.

"I was also open. We have
agreed on certain things.
They went back and men-
tioned this to the chief minis-
ter who has also given his
consent to go ahead. Later,
they told me informally that
certain issues had come up.
This is unfortunate," he said.
The minister said that since
today is March 10, there is
time and the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment can come back on
the issues they have agreed to
and the central government
would respond to that.

”We have no issues with the
non-BJP ruled states --
Karnataka, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab," he said.
After the minister's com-
ments, the Speaker said since
the minister withdrew the
word that he had used, it
would be expunged from the
records. Later, speaking to
the media in the Parliament
complex, Mr Pradhan said
the DMK-led TN should rise
above political interests for
the benefit of students.

Parl erupts as TN govt targeted
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on voters’ lists. 

“We accept your remarks that
the government does not make
voter lists. But we demand a dis-
cussion on the issue. The voters’
lists are being questioned across
the country. Questions have been
raised by the Opposition in one
voice in every state, including
Maharashtra,” Mr Gandhi said.

Earlier, TMC member Saugata
Roy said there were some flaws in
the voters’ lists and West Bengal
chief minister Mamata Banerjee
had pointed out that voters with
the same Electoral Photo Identity
Card  numbers were present in
Murshidabad and Burdwan parlia-
mentary constituencies and in
Haryana.

Mr Roy said that a TMC delega-
tion was meeting the newly-
appointed chief election commis-
sioner to flag concerns on voters’
lists. Mr Roy also demanded a thor-
ough revision of the voters’ lists,
particularly ahead of the
Assembly polls in West Bengal and
Assam scheduled next year. ”There
are some serious flaws. This has
been pointed out with respect to
Maharashtra, which had inflated
voter lists. This was pointed out in
Haryana. They are now trying to
jump into West Bengal and Assam
where elections are due next 
year," Mr Roy claimed. 

He further said that let the total
voter lists be thoroughly revised
and the Election Commission
should answer to the country why
some mistakes occurred in the
lists.

TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee
demanded action against the EC
and said the poll body had “failed”
to conduct fair and transparent
elections over the past few years.

Mr Banerjee said West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee had first
flagged the issue of numerous
instances of ‘duplicate’ voter cards
and the explanation given by the
EC was a clear breach of the
Conduct of Election Rules itself.

”These things have come up over
the last few years. Earlier, it was
not there. Where is the increase in
the number of voters in West
Bengal from? Voters are coming
from Gujarat and Haryana... This
is not tolerable,” Mr Banerjee said.  

”The EC, all the time, says they
have conducted transparent and
fair elections. It is clear that there
were no transparent elections for
the last few years. There was no
fair election for the last few years,
not at all,” he said. ”The EC has not
done a proper act and appropriate
proceedings should be brought
against the Election Commission
for this reason,” the TMC leader
said.

In the RS, Opposition MPs
demanded an immediate discus-
sion on the discrepancies in voters’
lists but were disallowed 
to raise the issue, leading to a
walkout.

Mr Kharge was initially allowed
to speak but as he mentioned the
“EPIC” issue, deputy chairman
Harivansh refused to allow him to
make his remarks, saying the
notices were rejected. Opposition
MPs shouted slogans against the
rejection of notices and announced
a walkout from the House.

Later in an X post, Mr Khareg
said: “The entire Opposition wants
a detailed discussion on the doubts
arisen regarding various discrep-
ancies in the Voters List.
Parliament must protect the faith
of the people in Democracy and the
Constitution of India.”

Rahul joins protests by TMC
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been rejected. Citing the rejec-
tion, Harivansh did not allow
Leader of the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge to make his
submission.The Opposition MPs
then protested for a while before
staging a walkout. Terming the
walkout "irresponsible behav-
iour”, Mr Nadda also termed the
practice of Opposition MPs giv-
ing notices under Rule 267 despite
elaborate rulings by the Chair a
"vicious design to demean the
institution of Parliament".

"They are not interested in
debate. They want to give an
impression that the government
does not want to ans
wer queries or enter into a

debate… the government under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
ready to discuss anything under
this roof. But there are certain
rules and regulations for debates
in the House," Mr Nadda said,
adding that MPs will get an
opportunity to raise their issues
during the debate on the 
Union Budget over the next 10
days.

“We are ready for that discus-
sion. There is a provision for
short duration discussions and
there is a provision for long dura-
tion discussions. They
(Opposition) don't read the rules,"
Mr Nadda said, as he asked the
Opposition MPs to first read the
rules and learn to debate.

Opp. walks out of Rajya Sabha
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"significant agreements" to
advance economic ties during Mr
Modi's visit starting Tuesday. Mr
Srivastava highlighted the
launch of the RuPay card and
Unified Payment Interface in
Mauritius as key tools to boost
tourist inflows into the East
African nation. He said, “In
terms of our economic relation-
ship, there is a lot of potential.
The expectation is that during the
visit, there would be discussions
and agreements regarding trade
to take forward economic ties.”

On Monday, the PM added: “We
are connected by history, geogra-
phy and culture. Deep mutual
trust, a shared belief in the val-
ues of democracy, and celebra-
tion of our diversity are our
strengths. The close and histori-
cal people-to-people connect is a
source of shared pride. We have

made strides in last 10 years with
people centric initiatives. I look
forward to the opportunity to
engage with the Mauritius lead-
ership to elevate our partnership
in all its facets and strengthen
our enduring friendship for the
progress and prosperity of our
peoples, as well as for security
and development in the Indian
Ocean Region, as part of our
Vision SAGAR Security and
Growth for All in the Region).

“During the visit, the PM will
call on the President of
Mauritius, meet the PM, and hold
meetings with leaders of political
parties in Mauritius. The PM will
also interact with the members of
the Indian-origin community, and
inaugurate the Civil Service
College and the Area Health
Centre, both built with India’s
grant assistance,” New Delhi had
said earlier.

PM’s Mauritius visit from today
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parallel system of illegal liquor
trade in the state, causing huge
loss to the state exchequer.
Earlier, the ED arrested former
excise minister Kawasi
Lakhma, Anwar Dhebar, Anil
Tuteja, and former IAS officer
Arunpati Tripathy in connec-
tion with the case.

Reacting strongly to the raids,
Mr Baghel linked the searches
to his recent appointment as
Congress in-charge for Punjab,
asserting that such actions
would not deter him from ful-
filling his party responsibili-
ties. He also claimed that the
case had been ongoing for
seven years and had previously
been dismissed by the court.

The raids triggered a political
storm in the Chhattisgarh
Assembly, with Congress MLAs
condemning the ED’s actions,
calling it a “murder of democ-
racy.”

In a dramatic turn, the ED
team was reportedly attacked
by a crowd while exiting
Baghel’s residence. Officials
were heckled, and protesters,
including Congress workers,
staged demonstrations against
the searches. The car of a
deputy director-level ED officer
was also allegedly attacked.
The ED officials were heckled
by some people who gathered
outside Mr Baghel’s residence.

Mr Baghel later told the
media that the ED team had
recovered a cash of `32-33
lakhs and some documents dur-
ing the search in his house that
lasted nearly 10 hours.

The former chief minister,
however, said that the cash
recovered from his house was
related to the agriculture and
dairy businesses of his 
family.

Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader Charan Das
Mahant slammed the ED
action, saying that his party
would not be cowed down by
such intimidation by the probe
agencies.

State Congress president
Deepak Baij accused BJP of
doing politics through the
probe agencies.

ED raids Baghel,
his son in `2,161cr
liquor scam case
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Team India have a trophy to endorse their white ball supremacy as
seen in a two-year run in three ICC events in which they lost only one
match to the Australians, which was the ODI World Cup in India,

while winning 22, including the Champions Trophy. As a squad, they
honed their game skills to a level of consistency that makes them true
champions.

Team India’s victory gladdened the hearts of their billion fans while leav-
ing the rest of the cricket world fuming over the preferential treatment
that saw them play all their games in Dubai, skipping Pakistan which they
could not visit for security reasons. That the New Zealanders stretched
them to the end of the penultimate over while defending a total in Dubai on
Sunday night says much about the Kiwis’ competitive and sporting spirit.

And yet the Indians were formidable through the tournament with a
team that contained four all-rounders who lent heft to the batting, great
finishers in Virat Kohli and K.L. Rahul who absorbed all the pressures in
the chase on slowing pitches and a skipper who believed in batting with
near reckless abandon to give the team dynamic starts against the new ball

that are the key to strategically timed aggres-
sion the format calls for.

Having unselfishly dropped himself from the
Sydney Test in Australia, captain Rohit dis-
played exemplary leadership in sustaining
India’s comeback trail across two tournaments
in the space of 10 months while keeping faith
with a chosen set of players with limited-overs
capabilities. Convinced that the same unselfish
way of going after the new ball is in the best
interest of his team, Rohit has proved himself to
be a great general even if he could do with a bit
of luck with the toss.

Body-shamed by a misandrist of a Congress
spokesperson, Rohit put up a ‘stout’ attacking
show in the final that compensated for the

inevitable slowing down against spin on pitches that could have come
straight out of the subcontinent. The contributions of Shubman Gill,
Shreyas Iyer and Hardik Pandya made this a combined effort by the top
order that gave the batting lineup its awe-inspiring look. 

The outstanding performers of the ODI tournament were the spinners, of
whom India played as many as four in the playing XI. The most crucial ele-
ment was the advent of Varun Chakravarty, who was not in the original
squad and who brings an asphyxiating quality by persistently harrying
batsmen with accuracy more than bedazzling variety. With Kuldeep
Yadav, Ravindra Jadeja and Axar Patel chipping in, there was never a ten-
sion-free moment for opposing batsmen in the middle overs.

Having gotten over their bogey team Australia in a hard-fought semi-
final, Team India were up against another southern hemisphere team that
has always punched above its weight though it was again confined to the
invariable role of bridesmaid rather than bride. The trans-Tasman teams
and South Africa had to journey to Dubai from out of Pakistan, but those
conditions were known long before the first ball was bowled.

With two of four ICC trophies in their kitty, Team India, along with their
seniors, may have raised their ambitions to chasing the other two in the
ODI World Cup and the World Test Championship (WTC), both of which
are slotted for 2027. In its blend of youth and experience the current team
and a few talents who were not in this squad can make fine combinations
in any of the three formats and Indian cricket has the clout to help them
try for the quadruple.
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Team India assert white
cricket ball supremacy

Team India’s 
victory gladdened
the hearts of their

billion fans while
leaving the rest of
the cricket world

fuming over the
preferential treat-

ment that saw
them play all their

games in Dubai.

TAMILSAI’S PLIGHT
Though the BJP govern-
ment went out of its way to
honour Tamilisai
Soundararajan by making
her governor of not only
Telangana but also of
Puducherry, her greed for
power made her resign and
fight the Lok Sabha polls.
She thought that on win-
ning, she would become a
minister at the Centre. Alas!
That was not to be, as she
was defeated in a humiliat-
ing way by DMK candidate
Tamizhachi Thangapadian.
Now she is running from pil-
lar to post to be named as
successor of Tamil Nadu
BJP leader K. Annamalai,
that may be a distant possi-
bility. It is pathetic to see
her going door to door
under the hot sun, sweating
profusely, for signatures in
support of the BJP’s three-
language formula. And to
think she is the daughter of
the illustrious Kumari
Anandan, a great scholar of
Tamil and a freedom fighter.

TThhaarrcciiuuss  SS..  FFeerrnnaannddoo
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Following the caste census, chief minister A. Revanth Reddy-led
Congress government in Telangana appears to have doubled down on
its welfare agenda by announcing its intent to spend `11,000 crores to

construct Young India Integrated Residential Schools for students from
the BC, SC and ST communities. 

The government aims to construct 55 such schools in the state, which
translates into having one residential school for two Assembly constituen-
cies. The campus of each school, spread over about 20 to 25 acres, will have
a hostel, a sports complex and a housing complex will also be built to pro-
vide accommodation to the teachers.

The goal is to provide international standard education to the poor, mar-
ginalised, weak, ordinary and middle-class children of the state, which
appear to be left out of race in the fast-changing global technological land-
scape.

India spends nearly `8 lakh crores on education every year — `6 lakh
crores by state governments and nearly `2 lakh crores by the Central gov-
ernment. The combined spend will make up nearly 3 per cent of India’s
`272-lakh crores economy. However, except for a few exceptions, govern-
ment schools are not known for imparting the best education due to the
lack of resources and lack of accountability among teaching and non-
teaching staff.

If the Telangana government’s proposal was implemented as envisaged,
these schools would become harbinger of equality in the foundational edu-
cation. However, if the government does not monitor education imparted
at these schools, they will not achieve academic excellence. Therefore, the
government should follow innovative management models such as insti-
tutionalising the collective role of parents to jointly manage these schools
or handing over the management of the schools to academic institutions of
global repute. 

Education is one of the basic facilities that a welfare-focused government
is expected to provide to its citizens. It would, thus, be apt to allow a cer-
tain number of children from economically-weaker sections, regardless of
their caste, to gain admission into these schools.

Telangana banks on education

GST RELIEF NEEDED
FFIINNAANNCCEE  MMIINNIISSTTEERR  Nirmala
Sitharaman recently gave a statement
saying that GST rates will come down.
Of course, she has been saying this for
the last four years and we have been
waiting for some relief, year after year.
In fact, senior citizens, who cough up 18
per cent GST on our medical insurance
premiums, have been requesting a
waiver since it is eating into our pen-
sions. But it is yet to see the light of day.
It would be nice, too, if she could put a
cap on insurance premiums, which the
companies keep increasing by 25-30 per
cent each year.

NN..  MMaahhaaddeevvaann
Chennai

MAMMOTH REVIVAL
TTHHEE  DDEE--EEXXTTIINNCCTTIIOONN  drive of US
biotech company Colossal
Biosciences is unethical. Just as
Victor Frankenstein, scientists are
faced with the question of whether
they should bring life into existence
simply because they can. The woolly
mammoth venture with piecemeal
DNA might produce a genetically
engineered elephant instead of an
authentic mammoth. Where would
these animals reside, considering cli-
mate change and the loss of habitat?
This venture seems driven by corpo-
rate interests, diverting resources
from more pressing conservation
efforts. Shouldn't preserving existing
species be our priority?

AAnnsshhuu  BBhhaarrttii
Begusarai, Bihar

LETTERS

S
ome problems humanity has created
together and must tackle together. Some
problems are created locally. Climate
change is something that the world as a

whole has to resolve. If half the world lessens
its emissions while the other half increases
them, climate change will not be resolved. The
earth’s atmosphere and the oceans bind
humanity.

Local problems are created because of an
imbalance in power and the desire to stir up
trouble. Ukraine is one such example and the
Gaza Strip is another. It is hard to understand
why apartheid, ethnic cleansing and indeed
genocide are acceptable in the world of 2025.

Then there are other problems that might not
even be thought of as problems at all but puni-
tive solutions emanating from them are still
inflicted on the world. One such solution that
we are dealing with is regarding the problem of
the United States’ trade deficit and the desire to
level it out through tariffs. These are required,
according to the American President, because
the system is grossly unfair to the US and other
nations have been “ripping us off”, in his
words. Have they? If they really have, this “rip-
ping off” has been mostly to their detriment.

The average per person GDP of the world is
$13,000, according to the World Bank. Most
countries are considerably lower than that.

These include India ($2,500), Indonesia ($4,800),
Iran ($4,400), Iraq ($5,500), Thailand ($7,100) and
Vietnam ($4,200). Sub-Saharan Africa, which
has a population a little smaller than India’s, is
at $1,600. Of our fellow Brics members, Brazil is
$10,200, Russia $13,800, South Africa $6,000 and
China is at $12,600.

A few countries have a per person GDP con-
siderably higher than the global average. The
Euro area average is $45,000, with Germany at
$54,000, France at $44,000 and Italy at $39,000.
The UK is similar to France.

The United States of America is at $82,000,
meaning it is more than six times the global
average and more than 30 times India’s per per-
son GDP.

The US is by far the wealthiest large nation.
Its position has made the dollar the world’s
reserve currency, meaning that most trade
globally happens in US dollars, and it is the
most attractive destination for the world’s tal-
ented people. Its population growth is bolstered
by this migration and its corporate and acade-
mic elite is studded with those who were born
abroad. Its future is assured because of this
enormous corps of talent. The US’ per person
GDP has doubled since 2004, which is incredi-
ble given how high the base already was. This
has not been the case for Europe and the Euro
area’s per person GDP has stagnated since

2004. Of course, there is the problem of inequal-
ity in the US, as there is elsewhere, but that is
an issue for the US to sort out internally, and
not inflict it on a world that is much poorer
than the average American.

This weekend, Donald Trump said about us
that: “India charges us massive tariffs.
Massive. You can’t even sell anything in
India… They have agreed, by the way; they
want to cut their tariffs way down now because
somebody is finally exposing them for what
they have done.” Whatever position one has on
free trade, it is hard to blame India and its gov-
ernment for trying to protect the interests of its
people and to advance its economy. In a nation
where a billion people cannot buy anything
discretionary and must spend all their earn-
ings on survival, what is there to buy from
advanced nations?

Economists suggest that the US trade deficit
is a reflection of the country’s budget deficit.
The US government spends more than it earns
and so it has to borrow. In 2024, this deficit was
$1.8 trillion. This borrowing means capital
inflows into the US, raising the demand for the
dollar and keeping it strong. The strong dollar
in turn makes it difficult for the US to export its
products and easier to import, which explains
the deficit in the trade balance. If the US were
to balance its budget and borrow less, accord-

ing to this “twin deficits” theory, it would not
have a trade deficit as wide as it does. This is
not going to happen, especially when Donald
Trump is going to continue and deepen tax cuts
that will reduce his government’s income.

Mexico has a per person GDP of $13,790,
meaning it is around the global average.
Canada is $53,000, meaning about $30,000 per
person per year lower than the US. It is not
easy to make out the case as Mr Trump is try-
ing to do that these countries are engaging
with the US on trade in bad faith. If they were,
the numbers would not be what they are. It is
strange that someone is making the case that
they are ripping the US off.

Take a look at the markets around the world
and we see the turbulence that has been delib-
erately created by one man in a powerful
nation.

Some problems we have to hunker down and
face and resolve as a species, and there are
enough of these, and these are problems of suf-
ficient difficulty, to require our full attention.
And then we have these ones that are being
gratuitously thrust on us, ones that we did not
have till a few weeks or months ago, but are
now keeping a large part of the world occupied.

The writer is the chair of Amnesty
International India. Twitter: @aakar_patel
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Global and local
problems many:

Trump has added
trade war threats

N
ortheast India,
if one looks at
the map, has
B a n g l a d e s h ,
M y a n m a r ,

Bhutan, Nepal and China
as neighbours. Of these,
Bhutan is a traditional ally,
China an arch-rival, Nepal
a friendly, yet complex
neighbour, Myanmar has
mixed loyalties between
New Delhi and Beijing and
Bangladesh has turned out
to be hostile towards India
after the fall of Sheikh
Hasina.

If one is to measure the
importance of these neigh-
bours vis-a-vis the eight
landlocked northeastern
Indian states, two nations
come at the top —
Bangladesh and Myanmar.
This is because Bangladesh
and Myanmar can provide
Northeast India access to
the sea through ports in the
vicinity like Chittagong
and Mongla (in
Bangladesh) and Sittwe (in
Myanmar’s Rakhine state).
Moreover, Myanmar is
India’s land bridge to
Southeast Asia as it is the
only Asean nation that
shares a land border with
our country.

The question now is with
the ad hoc government in
Dhaka led by economist
Mohammed Yunus train-
ing his guns against India,
even going to the extent of
inviting the Pakistani
Army to train Bangladeshi
soldiers, and the continu-
ing instability in Myanmar
with the junta being
pushed to the wall in large
parts by the pro-democracy
resistance forces, will
India’s Act Policy take a
hit. An unstable Myanmar
will certainly affect the
Asian Highway and Asian
Railway projects, and an
unfriendly Bangladesh will
affect communication
through the waterways.

Of late, New Delhi is seen
lending its weight behind
mega investment and trade
initiatives being launched
by Assam, the most popu-
lated state in the Northeast,
and its immediate neigh-
bour Bhutan. Under the
leadership of its visionary
King Jigme Khesar

Namgyel Wangchuck,
Bhutan is going full steam
to build a mega city called
the Gelephu Mindfulness
City (GMC) at Gelephu, on
the border with Assam.
The Gelephu International
Airport, a six-hour drive
from Guwahati, is coming
up at a cost of $500 million
(Phase I) and is positioned
to connect with all the
major Southeast Asian
nations. The Government
of India is building a rail-
way line connecting Assam
to Bhutan’s Gelephu, a dis-
tance of about 60 km, at a
cost of Rs 3,500 crores.

Last fortnight (February
25-26), Assam held a mega
Advantage Assam 2.0
Investment and
Infrastructure Summit in
Guwahati that attracted
investments totalling a
whopping Rs 4.91 lakh
crores. From Mukesh
Ambani to Gautam Adani,
Tata Sons chairman N.
Chandrasekaran to Anil
Agarwal of the Vedanta
Group and Sajjan Jindal,
India Inc not only attended
the Advantage Assam
Summit in strength but
made public announce-
ments of their investment
plans spanning the next
five years.

That the Narendra Modi
government gave its full
backing to this mega initia-
tive by Assam chief minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma
was indicated by the fact
that the Prime Minister
spent two days in the state,
addressing the investors,
foreign diplomats and gov-
ernment representatives.
External affairs minister S.
Jaishankar himself led a
67-member diplomatic
corps delegation from New
Delhi to the summit in
Guwahati, flying into
Assam in a special aircraft.
The summit had nine part-
ner countries, including
Japan, Australia,
Germany, Britain, Bhutan,
Malaysia and Singapore.

With the Tata Group set-
ting up a Rs 27,000-crore
semi-conductor plant near
Guwahati, Assam has
received global attention.
After all, chips which will
be produced at the Assam

semi-conductor facility
will be purchased by global
entities like Tesla and so
on. So, is India eyeing trade
and investment from the
Southeast Asian tiger
economies with Guwahati
as the hub? This is possible
because most of the
Southeast Asian capitals
are within a three-hour fly-
ing distance from Guw-
ahati. Incidentally, the fast-
developing Guwahati
International Airport is
run by the Adani Group.

Despite many who may
dismiss it as farfetched, it
is possible to look at a new
neighbourhood other than
Bangladesh and Myanmar.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has said at the
Guwahati summit that he
has become the “brand
ambassador of the
Northeast”, given that he
visits the region frequently
and has paid more than 70
visits during the past 11
years. The Centre under
Mr Modi is working to
change the identity of the
Northeast as a peripheral
region of the country to
that of a core.

Therefore, now that we
have an unpredictable gov-
ernment in Dhaka and a
beleaguered junta regime
in Myanmar that China is
trying to bring under its
clutches, it is important for
New Delhi to look at
Southeast Asia bypassing
Bangladesh and Myanmar.
This is necessary to ensure
the success of the “Act
East” policy and towards
this end, air connectivity
and the proximity of the
Northeast to the Southeast
Asian capitals will come in
handy.

The Advantage Assam 2.0
has laid the foundation at
home for Assam to emerge
as the hub of activity.
Mukesh Ambani has
announced a Rs 50,000-
crore investment in the
field of Digital
Transformation and AI
Readiness, clean and green
energy and retail expan-
sion and hospitality. On his
part, Gautam Adani has
also announced invest-
ment of Rs 50,000 crores in

expanding the Guwahati
Airport and building an
aerocity and in sectors
such as defence manufac-
turing, cement and road
projects. Anil Agarwal of
Vedanta, too, has made an
announcement about a Rs
50,000-crore investment in
Assam.

Can India and Bhutan
complement each other
and make South Bhutan
and Northeast India a new
economic hub in Southeast
Asia? Prime Minister Modi
was among the first world
leaders whom King
Wangchuck sounded out
on the idea of setting up the
Gelephu Mindfulness City
to be spread over a 2,600 sq
km stretch, more than
three times the size of
Singapore. And, Prime
Minister Modi gave King
Wangchuck the assurance
of India’s full support to
this game-changer initia-
tive by Bhutan.

It will be a win-win situa-
tion for India and Bhutan
when the Gelephu City pro-
ject is completed. As
Assam CM Himanta Sarma
said after a four-day visit to
Bhutan in December last
year: “We do not want to
compete with Bhutan on
the Gelephu Mindfulness
City, we want to play a
complementary role by
facilitating an infrastruc-
ture buildup on our side of
the border and providing
them logistic support.”
With the buzz around
Assam gaining traction
after the Tata semi-conduc-
tor plant and the just-con-
cluded Advantage Assam
2.0 and countries like
Australia already with-
drawing its travel advisory
to its nationals against vis-
iting the state, a new cli-
mate of entrepreneurship
has gripped the area.

Is it possible Southern
Bhutan and Western
Assam can play a big role
in leapfrogging this land-
locked region and emerge
as a new Southeast Asian
business hotspot? The
answer is yes, as New Delhi
may not wish to depend on
the traditional access
points to link its far east to
the rest of the world.

Wasbir Hussain, author
and political commentator,

is editor-in-chief of
Northeast Live, Northeast

India’s only satellite
English and Hindi news

channel. The views
expressed here are 

personal.

Despite many who
may dismiss it as
farfetched, it is
possible to look at
a new neighbour-
hood other than
Bangladesh and
Myanmar. 

Is Delhi looking at a new
neighbourhood via N-E?

Wasbir Hussain



JJeerruussaalleemm,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
Israel’s negotiating team
left for Qatar Monday for
talks aimed at extending
the fragile Gaza ceasefire,
after Israel cut the Palest-
inian territory’s electrici-
ty supply to ramp up pres-
sure on Hamas.

Ahead of the negotia-
tions, Israel disconnected
the only power line to a
water desalination plant
in Gaza, a move Hamas
denounced as “cheap and
unacceptable blackmail”.

The first phase of the tr-
uce deal expired on March
1 with no agreement on
subsequent stages that sh-
ould secure a lasting end

to the war that erupted
with Palestinian militant
group Hamas’s October 7,
2023 attack on Israel.

There are differences

over how to proceed —
Hamas wants immediate
deal on the next phase, but
Israel prefers extending
phase one. — AFP

OOttttaawwaa,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::  Cana-
da’s incoming Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney struck
a defiant note as the for-
mer central banker vowed
to win US President Don-
ald Trump’s trade war,
saying his country will
“never” be part of the
United States.

Carney lost no time sta-
nding up for “the Cana-
dian way of life” after the
Liberal Party overwhelm-
ingly elected him on Sun-
day to succeed Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau. “We
didn’t ask for this fight.
But Canadians are always
ready when someone else
drops the gloves,” he told
supporters in Ottawa.

“Canada never ever will
be part of America in any
way, shape or form,” said
the 59-year-old, who will
take over from Trudeau in
the coming days.

Carney had recently said
he would rebuild his coun-
try’s relationship with
India if he takes charge.
“What Canada will be
looking to do is to diversi-
fy our trade relationship
with like-minded coun-

tries,” Carney said last
week in Calgary before be-
ing elected as the Liberal
Party party leader. 

“And there are opportu-
nities to rebuild the rela-
tionship with India. There
needs to be a shared sense
of values around that
commercial relationship.
If I’m Prime Minister, I
look forward to the oppor-
tunity to build that,” he

had said.
India-Canada ties saw

tensions after PM Justin
Trudeau said in Septem-
ber 2023 in the House of
Commons there were
“credible allegations” of a
potential link between In-
dian agents and the killing
of pro-Khalistan separat-
ist leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in Surrey, British
Columbia.

Carney, however, may
not have the job for long.
Canada must hold elec-
tions by October but may
well see a snap poll within
weeks. Opinion polls now
show the Opposition
Conservatives as slight
favourites.

Carney warned in his
victory speech that the
United States under
Donald Trump was seek-
ing to seize control of
Canada. “The Americans
want our resources, our
water, our land, our coun-
try,” he said, adding “these
were dark days brought on
by a country we can no
longer trust”.

Carney previously led
both the Bank of Canada
and the Bank of England.
He soundly defeated his
main challenger,
Trudeau’s former deputy
prime minister Chrystia
Freeland, who held senior
Cabinet positions in the
Liberal government first
elected in 2015. 

Carney won 85.9 per cent
of the nearly 1,52,000 votes
cast. Freeland took just ei-
ght per cent of the vote.

Zelenskyy, before US talks,
says Ukraine wants peace
Kyiv to propose aerial, naval ceasefire at talks in Saudi: Ukrainian official
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KKyyiivv,,  JJeeddddaahh,,  PPaarriiss,,  MMoo--
ssccooww,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said on Monday
ahead of talks with US
officials in Saudi Arabia
that Ukraine wants peace
and Russia is the “only
reason” that the war has
dragged on.

Kyiv will propose an aer-
ial and naval ceasefire
with Russia during talks
with US officials in Saudi
Arabia this week, a Ukra-
inian official told AFP on
Monday as Zelenskyy
arrived in Jeddah.

“We do have a proposal
for a ceasefire in the sky
and ceasefire at sea,” the
official told AFP.

Military officials from
more than 30 nations will
take part in Paris talks on
the creation of an interna-
tional security force for
Ukraine, a French milita-
ry official said on Monday
as Kyiv is reinforcing its
troops involved in fighting
in Russia’s region of Kur-
sk, where Moscow's forces
have been regaining grou-
nd. Ukraine conceded last
month they had lost two-
thirds of the territory
they once controlled insi-
de the region after their
audacious offensive in Au-

gust, catching even their
Western allies off guard
and dealing an embarrass-
ing blow to the Kremlin.

Russia said on Monday it
was expelling two British
diplomats based at the
embassy in Moscow over
spying allegations.

Russia’s Federal Securi-
ty Service, or FSB, said in
a statement quoted by the

state news agency RIA
Novosti that the two diplo-
mats had provided false
personal data while seek-
ing permission to enter
the country.

FSB added that the duo
had engaged in alleged
intelligence and subver-
sive activities that threat-
ened Russia’s security. 

“Ukraine has been seek-

ing peace since the very
first second of the war,
and we have always said
that the only reason that
the war is continuing is
because of Russia,”
Zelenskyy wrote on social
media.

The highly-anticipated
negotiations on Tuesday
on resolving the more
than three-year conflict

will see US and Ukrainian
officials meet for the first
time since Zelenskyy’s dis-
astrous White House visit
last month.

US President Donald
Trump since taking office
has repeated a string of
false claims about Zelen-
skyy and the war that echo
key Kremlin talking
points. — Agencies

●● Scam centres have
sprung up in Myanmar’s
border areas in recent
years as part of a crimi-
nal industry worth bil-
lions of dollars.

New Canada PM Carney pledges
to fight Trump, rebuild India ties

BBrraassiilliiaa,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: Brazil
will push for more funding
to reverse deforestation
when it hosts United
Nations climate talks later
this year, arguing natural
carbon sinks can provide a
buffer against the sluggish
fight to curb global warm-
ing. “Forests can buy us
time in climate action in
our rapidly closing wind-
ow of opportunity,” Andre
Correa do Lago, president-
designate of the summit,
known as COP30, wrote in
an open letter published
on Monday. 

“Tapping into such an

outstanding potential req-
uires enhanced global sup-
port and investment.”

Negotiators are gatheri-
ng in the Amazonian city
of Belém in November, ten
years on from the landm-
ark Paris Agreement, in
which countries agreed
for the first time to limit
global warming. 

The future of internatio-
nal climate diplomacy has
been put into doubt by
President Donald Trump’s
decision to leave the pact
for the second time.

As it outlines plans for
its COP30 presidency,

Brazil is setting out to not
only counter deforestati-
on, but also scale up clim-
ate finance and elevate

indigenous voices in a bid
to show that multilateral-
ism can still work amid
the US retreat.

Do Lago acknowledged
the “sadness and indignat-
ion” felt by those who fear
a backslide on climate act-
ion and called on world
leaders to honour their
commitments to keep the
rise in global temperatur-
es to ideally 1.5ºC — and
well below 2ºC —  above
pre-industrial levels. 

Countries are expected
to submit their updated
plans for how to reach that
goal before the summit,
after most nations missed
a February deadline that
was set under the Paris
accord. — Bloomberg

Brazil will pitch for forestry funding
Global warming: Natural carbon sinks can provide bufferCLIMATE || QUICK FIX

A view of the Amazon forest in Brazil which will host
the COP30 in the city of Belém later this year. — AP

Displaced Palestinian children push into a queue to get
a portion of cooked food from a charity kitchen in Beit
Lahia in the northern Gaza Strip. — AFP

SHORT TAKES

13 AIRPORTS IN
GERMANY STRIKE,

CANCEL FLIGHTS
BBeerrlliinn,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: A one-day
strike by workers at 13 German
airports, including the Frank-
furt and Munich hubs and all
the country’s other main desti-
nations, caused the cancella-
tion of most flights across the
country on Monday.

The 24-hour walkout, which
started at midnight, involves
public-sector employees at the
airports as well as ground and
security staff. 

At Frankfurt Airport, 1,054 of
the day’s 1,116 scheduled take-
offs and landings had been can-
celled, German news agency
dpa reported, citing airport
traffic management. 

PROSECUTORS TO
PURSUE SK PREZ

CONVICTION
SSeeoouull,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: South Korean
prosecutors will pursue
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s con-
viction for insurrection despite
a court ordering his release.

Prosecutor General Shim
Woo-jung said he respected the
weekend court ruling but did
not agree with its assessment
that the indictment filing was
past the legally allowed expiry
time, which the court said
made Yoon’s detention while
on trial illegal. “I’ve directed
that the prosecution makes ar-
guments on various disputes
during trial, and we’ll do every-
thing we can to pursue this
indictment,” he said.

LANKA POLICE
CHIEF PETITIONS
TO STOP ARREST 

AF CAMP ROOF
COLLAPSES IN
PAK, KILLS 6

CCoolloommbboo,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: Deshab-
andu Tennakoon, Sri Lanka’s
suspended police chief, has
petitioned the Court of Appeal
to stay his arrest in connection
with a shooting incident in
which an officer was killed.

The two-member Court of
Appeal decided to take up the
case on March 12.

Tennakoon remains a fugitive
and has been hiding since a co-
urt ordered his arrest over the
December 2023 incident in the
southern resort of Weligama.

Incidentally, several raids on
his likely locations with a trav-
el ban on him have turned out
to be futile.

KKaarraacchhii,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: Six people,
including five Afghan sisters,
were killed in Karachi’s
Afghan Basti when the roof of
their house collapsed on Satu-
rday night, officials said.

A senior police official said
that some construction work
was going on at the house in
the Afghan Basti neighbourh-
ood on the outskirts of Karachi
when the roof collapsed.

Majority of Afghan
refugees/settlers in Karachi
have several neighbourhoods
on the outskirts of the city
commonly known as Afghan
Basti.

NK SLAMS U.S.-SK
DRILLS, THEN

FIRES MISSILES 
SSeeoouull,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: North Korea
fired multiple ballistic missiles
on Monday, hours after conde-
mning the South Korean and
US militaries for launching
drills that Pyongyang called a
“dangerous provocative act”
that risked accidentally spark-
ing a confrontation.

South Korea’s military said
the missiles were fired from
North Korea’s western region
toward the Yellow Sea. The
missiles were believed to be
close range ballistic missiles, a
South Korean defence ministry
official said, referring to a type
of weapon with a range of
under 300 km (186 miles).

TANKER, CARGO
SHIP COLLISION

INJURES 32
LLoonnddoonn,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: A major res-
cue operation was under way
after a collision between an oil
tanker and a cargo ship in the
North Sea on Monday which
sparked a huge blaze and left 32
people injured.

The injured had been brought
ashore for treatment “in three
vessels”, the Grimsby port
director Martyn Boyers told
AFP, adding that “ambulances
were queueing on the quay”.

UK Coast Guard was coordi-
nating after “reports of a colli-
sion between a tanker and
cargo vessel off the coast of
East Yorkshire”.

NNuuuukk,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: US
President Donald Trump,
who wants to take over
Greenland, is very errat-
ic, the island’s premier
said on Monday, the eve of
the self-governing Danish
territory’s legislative
elections.

“There is a world order
that is faltering on many
fronts — and a president
of the United States who
is very unpredictable —
in such a way that makes
people feel insecure,”
Prime Minister Mute
Egede told Danish public
radio DR.

In a speech to the US
Congress last week, Tru-
mp reiterated his designs,
arguing the US needed
the vast Arctic island for
reasons of national and
international security
and saying he expected to
get it “one way or the ot-
her”. Determining a time-
line for Greenland’s inde-
pendence from Denmark
has dominated the terri-
tory's election campaign.

In a post addressing Gr-
eenlanders on his social
media platform Truth
Social late on Sunday,
Trump said the US was
“ready to INVEST BIL-
LIONS OF DOLLARS to
create new jobs and
MAKE YOU RICH”.

“And, if you so choose,
we welcome you to be a
part of the Greatest Nati-
on anywhere in the Wor-
ld, the United States of
America!” he wrote.

Aaja Chemnitz — one of
two Greenland represen-
tatives in the Danish Par-
liament and a member of
the Prime Minister’s left-
green Inuit Ataqatigiit
party — accused Trump
of “inadmissible” elec-
tion interference.

“It’s pretty desperate to
make such a statement on
the eve of an election in
Greenland,” she said. “As
a foreign power, you’re
not supposed to interfe-
re.” In his interview with
DR, conducted before Tr-
ump published his latest
post, Egede said the US
President’s recent behav-
iour had only served to
push Greenlanders away.

“We deserve to be treat-
ed with respect and I
don’t think the American
president has done that
lately since he took
office,” Egede said.

“The recent things that
the American President
has done mean that you
don’t want to get as close
to (the US) as you might
have wanted in the past,”
he added.

In large part, Greenla-
nd’s economy is currently
dependent on the fisher-
ies sector and Danish sub-
sidies. But Egede stressed
it was already diversify-
ing through tourism, mi-
ning and green energy ge-
neration. He said he saw
Greenland’s future as
“within the Western
alliance”. “There are

some security and def-
ence policy issues where
we need to ally ourselves
with other countries with
which we are already in
alliance,” he said.

Egede said an independ-
ent Greenland in an
alliance with Denmark
and its other territory, the
Faroe Islands, through a
new, updated agreement
“might be a possibility”.

The day after Trump’s
speech to Congress, Ege-
de wrote on Facebook
that the 57,000 people of
Greenland “don’t want to
be Americans, or Danes
either”. — AFP

Greenland PM
says Trump is
‘unpredictable’

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
President Donald Trump
said on Sunday the
United States was in talks
with four groups interest-
ed in acquiring TikTok,
with the Chinese-owned
app facing an uncertain
future in the country.

A US law has ordered
TikTok to divest from its
Chinese owner ByteD-
ance or be banned in the
United States. Asked on
Sunday if there was going
to be a deal on TikTok
soon, Trump told report-
ers: “It could be.” “We’re
dealing with four differ-

ent groups. And a lot of
people want it, and it's up
to me,” he said aboard Air
Force One. “All four are
good,” he added, without
naming them.

The law banning TikTok
took effect on January 19
over concerns that the
Chinese government cou-
ld exploit the video-shar-
ing platform to spy on
Americans or covertly in-
fluence US public opini-
on. TikTok temporarily
shut down in the US and
disappeared from app sto-
res as the deadline for the
law approached. — AFP

U.S. IN TALKS WITH FOUR GROUPS
OVER TIKTOK SALE, SAYS TRUMP

AAllootteennaannggoo,,  GGuuaatteemmaallaa,,
MMaarrcchh  1100:: Guatemalan
authorities evacuated
around a 1,000 people on
Monday after Central
America’s most active
volcano erupted, spew-
ing lava, ash and rocks.
Residents sought safety
in a temporary shelter
after the Fuego volcano
— located 35 km (22
miles) from the capital
Guatemala City —
showed escalating activ-
ity on Sunday.

“We heard the rumbli-
ngs and then a strong
eruption. We have faith
in God... that the activity
of the volcano will calm
down soon,” Manuel Co-
box, 46, said. — AFP

VOLCANO IN
GUATEMALA
SPEWS LAVA

DDaammaassccuuss,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
Syria’s defence ministry
announced on Monday
the end of a major securi-
ty operation in coastal
provinces, after days of
violence and mass killi-
ngs that sparked interna-
tional concern.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights war
monitor said nearly 1,500
people have died in the
violence since Thursday,
the majority civilians of
them killed by security fo-
rces and allied groups in
the heartland of the Ala-
wite minority to which
deposed president Bashar
al-Assad belongs.

In a statement on offi-
cial news agency SANA,
defence ministry spokes-
man Hassan Abdul Ghani
said security forces had
neutralised security thre-
ats and “regime rem-
nants” in Latakia and Ta-
rtus provinces. “Having
achieved this, we announ-
ce the end of the military
operation,” he said.

He hailed “the success
of our forces... in achiev-
ing all the objectives set”.
“We were able... to absorb
the attacks of the remna-
nts of the toppled regime
and its officers” and push
them from “vital” loca-
tions, he said. — AFP

Syria op. against Assad
‘regime remnants’ ends

BBaannggkkookk,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
Nearly 300 Indians flew
home through Thailand
on Monday after being
released from scam cen-
tres in Myanmar, offici-
als in the kingdom said,
as part of efforts to shut
down the illegal online
fraud operations.

Authorities in Myanm-
ar, under pressure from
ally China, have cracked
down in recent weeks on
the scam compounds
that have flourished in
the country’s lawless bo-
rderlands. Around 7,000
workers from at least
two dozen countries
have been freed, the ma-
jority of them Chinese,
but many have been lan-
guishing in squalid con-
ditions in temporary
holding camps on the
Myanmar-Thai border.

A group of Indian offi-
cials crossed into Myan-
mar to accompany seven
buses taking the freed
Indian nationals — as
well as three more carry-
ing their luggage — to
Mae Sot airport in
northwest Thailand.

India sent a C-17 trans-
port plane to carry the
266 men and 17 women
back home, with a sec-
ond batch of 257 due to
be flown out on Tuesday.

China has repatriated
more than 2,000 of its
nationals freed from My-
anmar scam centres thr-
ough Thailand since the
three countries began
their crackdown late last
month. Scam centres
have sprung up in
Myanmar’s border areas
in recent years as part of
a criminal industry wo-
rth billions of dollars.

Thousands of foreign
workers staff the centr-
es, trawling social media
for victims to fleece, oft-
en through romance or
investment cons. — AFP

300 INDIANS
REPATRIATED
FROM MYANMAR
SCAM CENTRES

Israeli team heads to Qatar
for talks on Gaza ceasefire

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
US secretary of state
Marco Rubio said he had
officially cancelled 83%
of USAID’s contracts and
that his agency will
administer its few re-
maining programmes. 

“The 5,200 contracts
that are now cancelled sp-
ent tens of billions of dol-
lars in ways that did not
serve, (and in some cases
even harmed), the core
national interests of the
United States,” Rubio
posted on X. — AFP

U.S. CANCELLING
83% OF USAID
PROGRAMMES

WWeesstt  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh  ((UUSS)),,
MMaarrcchh  1100:: Air Force fight-
er jets intercepted a civil-
ian aircraft flying in the
temporarily restricted
airspace near Donald
Trump’s Florida home on
Sunday. North American
Aerospace Defence Com-
mand said in a statement
that the incident saw F-
16s deploy flares to get
the attention of the civil-
ian pilot. Jets also condu-
cted an intercept on Sat-
urday morning. — AP

AIRCRAFT FLYING
NEAR MAR-A-LAGO
INTERCEPTED

Mute BBourup EEgede

Marco RRubio

People hold up cellphone lights during a demonstration
against Russia’s war on Ukraine in Berlin. — AP

March 11: Saudi Arabia is
to host talks in Jeddah on
Tuesday between the US
and Ukraine in a new
diplomatic push.
February 28: This is after
an argument erupted
during President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
visit to the White House. 
February 18: Initial
Russia-US talks over
Ukraine war were held in
the Saudi capital Riyadh.

PEACE PARLEYS WHO WILL ATTEND
THE TALKS? 

● Ukrainian
President
Volodymyr
Zelenskyy
will be in
Saudi Arabia.
His team
includes his

chief of staff Andriy Yermak,
foreign minister Andriy
Sybiha and defence minister
Rustem Umerov. 
US secretary of state Marco
Rubio will be leading the
American team.

“I think you’re gonna have eventually —
and maybe not in the distant future —

you’re gonna have some pretty good results
coming out of Saudi Arabia this week.” 

— DONALD TRUMP, US President

“It doesn’t matter what we're expecting.
It matters what the United States is

expecting. Meanwhile, everyone is waiting to
hear from the Ukrainian side that they are
ready for peace.”
— DMITRY PESKOV, Kremlin spokesman

● Carney received a bachelor’s degree
in economics from Harvard University
in 1988, and master’s and doctoral
degrees in economics from Oxford. 
● His wife Diana is British-born and he
has four daughters. 
● 13 years: He worked as a former

Goldman Sachs executive in London,
Tokyo, New York and Toronto.
● 2003: Was appointed deputy gover-
nor of the Bank of Canada.

● CARNEY RAN THE BANK OF
CANADA from 2008 to 2013 and the
Bank of England from 2013 to 2020
● 2008 FINANCIAL CRISIS: After
helping Canada manage the worst
impacts, he was recruited to become
the first non-Brit to run the Bank of
England.

March 16, 1965:
Mark Carney was
born in Fort Smith,
Northwest Territ-
ories, and raised
in Edmonton,
Alberta.
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quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 74,115.17 -0.29
Nifty 50 22,460.30 -0.41
S&P 500* 5,672.62 -1.69
Dollar (`) 87.33 0.51
Pound Sterling (`) 112.73 0.28
Euro (`) 94.76 0.41
Gold (10gm)* (`) 85,955▲78 0.09
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 69.96 -0.57
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.702 0.015
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4.249 -0.069

* As of 8:30 PM IST

Anti-dumping
duty on select
chemical imports 
India has imposed anti-dump-
ing duty of up to $986 per ton-
ne for five years on a chemical,
used for water treatment, imp-
orted from China and Japan to
protect the domestic industry
from cheap inbound shipments,
according to a finance ministry.
The decision follows recomme-
ndations from the directorate
general of trade remedies, an
investigation arm of commerce
ministry, to impo-se the duty
on ‘Trichloro isocyanuric acid’.

Sun Pharma in
pact to acquire
Checkpoint
Sun Pharmaceutical Industries
said it will acquire oncology
firm Checkpoint Therapeutics
for up to $355 million. As per
the pact inked by the compa-
nies, Sun Pharma will pay
upfront $4.10 per share of
common stock, representing
aggregate upfront considera-
tion of up to $355 million, Sun
Pharma said. Checkpoint stock-
holders will also receive a con-
tingent value right for up to
$0.7 per share.

Zydus gets FDA
nod to market
antifungal drug
Zydus Lifesciences has receiv-
ed approval from US health
regulator USFDA to market a
generic antifungal medication
to treat dandruff, fungal infec-
tions, and other skin condi-
tions. It has received final
approval from the US Food and
Drug Administration (USFDA)
to manufacture Ketoconazole
Shampoo, 2 per cent, it said.
The product will be produced
at the Zydus’s topical manufac-
turing site in Ahmedabad.

Honda Cars India
gets new chief
executive officer
Japanese automaker Honda on
Monday said it has appointed
Takashi Nakajima as the new
president and CEO of Honda
Cars India. Nakajima will take
charge from April 1, conse-
quent to the management
changes announced annually
by Honda Motor. Nakajima will
take over from Takuya Tsum-
ura, who moves to Japan at
Honda head office after com-
pleting his India tenure, the
automaker said.

Rupee suffers big fall,
reaches 87.36 vs dollar
Marks steepest drop since Feb. 5 amid statements by US on tariffs 
FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

The Indian rupee fell by 41
paise (0.47 per cent) to
close at 87.36 against the
US dollar on Monday
marking its steepest sin-
gle day drop in over a
month since February 5
amid worries about
United States statements
on tariffs on Indian
exports to the US. The
depreciation occurred
despite the dollar index
and crude oil prices reach-
ing four month and 22
month low respectively.

“Investor uncertainty
led to increased demand
for the US dollar as a safe
haven asset. Additionally,
India’s ongoing negotia-
tions for a bilateral trade
agreement with the US
also contributed to market
volatility. Market partici-
pants are now closely
monitoring consumer
inflation data from both
India and the US, set to be
released on Wednesday, as
this will influence expec-
tations of rate cuts by the
countries central banks,”
said Rahul Kalantri, vice-
president commodities at
Mehta Equities.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee
opened weak at 87.24 and

touched the day’s low of
87.36 amid intense volatili-
ty. The unit touched an
intraday high of 87.16
before ending the session
at 87.33 (provisional) agai-
nst US dollar, registering
a loss of 38 paise from its
previous closing level. 

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength agai-
nst a basket of six curren-
cies, was trading lower by

0.15 per cent at 103.65.
“We expect the rupee to

remain volatile this week
amid volatility in the dol-
lar index and volatility in
the global financial mar-
kets and the pair could
trade in the range of 86.90
to 87.70,” added Kalantri.

The US Feb Jobs report
on last Friday was under-
whelming. Headline non
farm payrolls, a key eco-
nomic indicator in the US

came in at 1,51000 against
expected 160000. Unempl-
oyment rate came in at 4.1
per cent against expected
4 per cent.  

Meanwhile the US
President Donald Trump
dodged questions on fears
of a recession possibility
in 2025 saying that while
the economy could be in a
transition phase due to
tariffs, he hated to predict
things.

G
old does not earn
interest rate.
Whenever there
is environment of

low interest rates, Gold
prices rise as demand for
Gold increases and vice-
versa. When US Fed
announces rate cuts, dol-
lar goes weak and Gold
prices rise. However, these
interlinkages get dis-
turbed during geo-politi-
cal events. 

Diversifying between
interest generating assets
and assets which are a
hedge against high inter-
est rates and inflation like

gold, is a good thing to do.
Thus, a perennial pres-
ence of 15-20 epr cent in
gold in the portfolio. Last
40-year data shows gold
has yielded 1 to 1.5 per
cent CAGR more than
inflation and 1 per cent
higher than gross FD rate.

INVESTING IN GOLD
Different ways of invest-
ing in gold are - gold ETFs
and gold ETF fund of
funds, bars and coins
through jewellers, jew-
ellery. Physical gold
attracts GST, incurs stor-
age cost, making cost and
has a risk of theft.
Jewellery too attracts
huge making cost and the
problem of storage. SGBs
were listed units but were
available in tranches only,
now discontinued by RBI. 

Holding gold ETFs and

FoFs is convenient as it is
digitally held and can be
invested online. Gold
ETFs, FoFs attract GST
and incur expense ratio.
gold ETF attracts long
term capital gains (LTCG)
tax of 12.5 per cent when
the period of holding in
more than 12 months with
short term capital gains
(STCG) tax as slab rate
when the period of hold-
ing is less than 12 months. 

In case of gold ETF FoF
the period of holding is 24
months for LTCG to be
applicable at 12.5 per cent

and STCG is at slab rate

OUTLOOK ON GOLD
Central banks rate cut
regime, geopolitical fac-
tors and supportive funda-
mentals like central bank
buying, new Trump
administration policies
shall continue to support
gold prices. The market
may look for the global
factors pertaining to US
trade policies and tariffs
change, central bank poli-
cies, US economic data
and geopolitical factors.
Pause in Fed rate cut cycle
may affect the pace of
rally in gold prices. Curre-
ncy related volatility into
commodities would exist
for the short term.

(The author is Tata 
Asset Management 

head-products)

M NEY MATTERS

Const. costs up moderately
on lower cement, steel prices
SANGEETHA GG.
CHENNAI, MARCH 10

Construction costs on
greenfield projects in the
country saw a moderate
escalation in 2024 com-
pared to previous years,
with the dip in the
cement, steel and alumini-
um prices.  

In 2024, construction
costs saw a marginal rise
of 2-4 per cent compared
to 2023. This was much
lower than the 6-8 per cent
cost increases witnessed
in 2021 and 2022. Easing of
supply chain bottlenecks
and stabilising of infla-
tionary pressures led to
the moderation in cost
escalation, finds CBRE.

In 2024, cement prices
were down by 6-8 per cent
compared to the previous
year. According to India
Ratings, in FY25 cement

prices witnessed the sha-
rpest price fall in almost
two decades. 

The weak pricing envi-
ronment may continue in
FY26, though a fall similar
to FY25 is not likely.

Steel prices were down
by 3 to 5 per cent and alu-
minium prices saw a
decline of up to 2 per cent
in 2024. 

Domestic steel prices
declined due to increased
supply from imports and a
softening global steel mar-
ket. 

Mumbai witnessed the
highest construction cost
increase of 4-6 per cent in
2024, while Hyderabad,
Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru,
Chennai and Pune record-
ed a 3-4 per cent growth. 

Feb. consumer inflation likely
below 4% on lower food prices
BBeennggaalluurruu,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
India’s February con-
sumer inflation likely eas-
ed below Reserve Bank of
India’s medium-term tar-
get of four per cent for the
first time in six months on
moderating food price
rises bolstering expecta-
tions of interest rate cuts.

As fresh winter produce
hit markets over the past
few months, food items -
which make up nearly half
of the inflation basket -
saw a sustained slowdown

in price increases.
Inflation as measured by
the annual change in the
consumer price index
(CPI) fell to 3.98 per
cent in February
from 4.31 per cent
in January.

Forecasts for the
data, set to be
released on Mar-ch
12, ranged from 3.4 per
cent to 4.65 per cent, with
many economists expect-
ing it to come in at or
below the RBI’s medium-

term target of four per
cent. Only few predicted it
would exceed January’s
reading. “We see a contin-

ued slowdown in vege-
ta-ble price rises,”
said Gaura Sengup-
ta, chief economist
at IDFC First Bank.
With inflation com-

fortably within the
RBI’s 2–6 per cent target

range, economists say the
central bank is likely for
another interest rate cut
in April. — Reuters

ZENZO LAUNCHES
AMBULANCE SERVICE
IN 450 LOCATIONS
RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

Zenzo, a medical emer-
gency response service
provider, has launched a
network of 25,000 ambu-
lances across 450 cities in
the country. 

The network includes
basic, cardiac and 5G
enabled Ambulance whi-
ch uses real-time patient
monitoring, enabling
paramedics to share vital
stats with hospitals insta-
ntly, improving pre-hospi-
tal care.  

The company has part-
nered with major delivery
platforms like Zomato
and some other ecom-
merce and mobility play-
ers to spread awareness
about the emergency
responses, medical first
aid, and cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) train-
ing.

Zenzo is a brand of
Zenplus Private Limited
which began operations
in 2002 from Mumbai.

“Zenzo’s core mission is
to ‘Make India
Emergency Ready’ by har-
nessing digital technolo-
gy to build a robust med-
ical emergency service
infrastructure. We aim to
provide the largest net-
work of validated ambu-
lances across the coun-
try,” said Sweta Mangal,
co-founder and chief
executive officer of
Zenzo. 

Zenzo provides ambu-
lance services to select
corporates - Adani Group,
Accenture, HCL
Technologies, Thomas
Cook, Avant Foundation,
Reliance, RBL, and
Wockhardt Hospital, the
company officials said. 

Markets slide on weak Asian
cues, fall in US stocks futures
RAVI RRANJAN PPRASAD
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

Weak cues from Asian
markets and a sharp decli-
ne in US stock futures led
to last hour fall in bench-
marks Sensex and Nifty-50
after a positive start for
the week and gains in pre-
vious three sessions. 

The broader market fell
sharply with weakness
seen from early morning
trade on simmering US
trade tariff tensions and
Indian currency’s sharp
fall during the day.

Investors’ notional
wealth was down by over
`4.43 lakh crore.

However, the positive on
Monday is foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs) selling
fell sharply to `485.41
crore from more than
`2,000 crore everyday last
week. Domestic institu-
tions were net buyers by
`263.51 crore.

The Nifty-50 index fell
92.20 points or 0.41 per
cent to 22,460.30 at market
close after touching a high
of 22,676 intraday while
the Sensex closed at

74,115.17 down by 217.41
points or 0.29 per cent
after touching a high of
74,741 intraday.

“Nifty breached the crit-
ical support level of
22,500, which it had been
holding in recent sessions,
signaling potential weak-
ness ahead,” said Sundar
Kewat, technical analyst,
Ashika Institutional
Equity.

BSE mid-cap index fell
by 1.46 per cent and BSE
small-cap index was down
by 2.11 per cent. 

“The market initially
saw an upward movement
led by heavyweights,
pushing the Sensex and
Nifty-50 higher. However,
the index struggled to sus-
tain its gains and faced
difficulty overcoming the
resistance level of 22,620.
In the second half of the
trading session, a sharp
decline in the mid and
small-cap segments
weighed heavily on the
index,” said Aditya
Gaggar, director,
Progressive Shares.

Centre invites applications as
Irdai chief’s term set to end

Govt set to spend
addl. `51,462 cr 
FC CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

The government on
Monday sought
Parliament nod to spend a
net additional `51,462.86
crore in the current finan-
cial year ending March,
with a large chunk going
towards pension and
subsidy fertiliser.

The gross addition-
al spending sought
by the government is
over `6.78 lakh crore,
of which `6.27 lakh
crore would be matched
by savings and receipts. 

The net additional
spending by the govern-
ment would be `51,462.86
crore in the current fiscal,
as per the second batch of
supplementary demands
for grants tabled by
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Lok

Sabha.
The additional expendi-

ture includes `14,100
crore to the department of
fertilisers, including sub-
sidies for urea and P&K
fertilisers. An additional
allocation of `13,449 crore
has been provided for the
pension of government

employees, includ-
ing `7,000 crore
towards unified
pension scheme .

The total spend-
ing also includes a

defence pension of
`8,476 crore and

`5,322 crore to the depart-
ment of telecommunica-
tions. An additional `2,186
crore funds have been
allocated to the agricul-
ture department and
`3,722 crore to the Union
Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir for meeting addi-
tional expenditure.

FALAKNAAZ SSYED
MUMBAI, MARCH 10

The government has invit-
ed applications for the
position of chairperson at
the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Autho-
rity of India (Irdai) as the
tenure of the current
chairman, Debasish
Panda, will end on March
13, 2025. This ends the
speculation on a possible
extension for Panda.

The deadline for the sub-
mission of applications is
April 6, per the notifica-
tion from the department
of financial services, min-
istry of finance. In its
advertisement, the depart-
ment has sought applica-
tions from individuals
with “knowledge or expe-
rience in life insurance,

general insurance, actuar-
ial science, finance, econo-
mics, law, accountancy, ad-
ministration or any other
discipline, which would,
in the opinion of the cen-
tral government, be useful
to the authority.”

The candidate
should have a mini-
mum 30 years of
relevant work expe-
rience and must
have worked as sec-
retary to the govern-
ment of India or in an
equivalent position with
the government with
proven track record of
leadership and authority
in decision making.

Applicants from the pri-
vate sector are expected to
have worked as chief exec-
utive officer or in an
equivalent position in a

large financial institu-
tion. The applicant’s age
should not be more than
63 years old as on the date
of vacancy - March 14. 

Since Panda took office
in March 2022, he has
overseen significant

reforms in India's
insurance sector to
facilitate growth,
including the shift
to principle-based
regulations, the

transition to a 'use
and file’ system, and

new expense of manage-
ment regulations. 

He also revised the
Surrender Value norms
mandating insurers to pay
a special surrender value
after policyholders have
completed the full premi-
um payment for the first
year.

ZOMATO CHANGES
COMPANY NAME
TO ETERNAL
SANGEETHA GG.
CHENNAI, MARCH 10

Zomato has received sha-
reholder approval for its
decision to change its cor-
porate name to Eternal.
This decision has come
after the company saw its
quick commerce platform
becoming a significant
growth driver.

Over 99 per cent of the
votes were cast in favour
of the resolution to
change the corporate
name, while 0.25 per cent
were against it. The
change only applies to the
corporate entity and not
to the Zomato brand or
app. The food delivery
service would continue
under the same well-
known name. 

Last month, Zomato had
said that it had started to
use the company name as
‘Eternal’ after acquiring
Blinkit. “We also thought
that we would publicly
rename the company to
Eternal, the day some-
thing beyond Zomato
became a significant driv-
er of our future,” Zomato
co-founder and chief
executive officer Deepi-
nder Goyal had said.

The company’s business
portfolio includes food
delivery under Zomato,
Blinkit, business-to-busi-
ness venture Hyperpure,
and events app District.

GOLD INTEGRAL OF FIN. PLANS

VOLATILE PHASE

RUPEE opens weak at
87.24 and touches day’s

low of 87.36 amid
intense volatility.  

DOLLAR
index 

trading
lower by
0.15% at 

103.65

US PRESIDENT
DONALD TRUMP
dodged questions
on fears of a 
recession possibility
in 2025.

INDIAN 
CURRENCY to

remain volatile
this week due to

global 
conditions. 

MARKET PARTICI-
PANTS monitoring
consumer inflation
data from both India
and the US, to be out
on Wednesday.

INVESTOR 
UNCERTAINTY
led to increased

demand for the US dol-
lar as a safe haven
asset. Additionally,
India’s ongoing 
negotiations for a bilat-
eral trade agreement
with the US also con-
tributed to market
volatility.

— RAHUL KALANTRI, 
VP commodities,

Mehta Equities

RUPEE DEPRECIATED despite dollar index
and crude oil prices reaching 4-mth and
22-mth lows respectively.

US FEB JOBS REPORT LAST
FRIDAY WAS UNDERWHELMING.

GLOBAL RISKS
BSE MID-CAP 
index falls 1.46%
and BSE small-cap
index goes down by

2.11% 

INVESTORS’ notional
wealth erodes by over 

`4.43 lakh cr

Nifty-50 falls 92.20 pts
or 0.41% to 22,460.30. 

SENSEX CLOSES at
74,115.17 down by 217.41
pts or 0.29%.

FPIS SELLING
fell sharply to
`485.41 cr from
more than
`2,000 cr every-
day last week.

INFRA GAINS
CONSTRUCTIO

N costs saw 
marginal rise 

of 2-4% in 2024
compared to

2023.

IN FY25 CEMENT PRICES
witnesses sharpest price
fall in almost two
decades.

HYDERABAD, Delhi-
NCR, Bengaluru, 

Chennai and 
Pune record 

3-4% 
growth. 

DOMESTIC
steel prices
declines due
to increased
supply from
imports and a
softening
global steel
market. 

Thalinomics
COST OF 
VEGETARIAN, 
NON-VEGETARIAN
THALI DECLINE BY
5% ON-MONTH IN
FEB. DUE TO
LOWER VEGETABLE
AND BROILER
PRICES.

ONION, 
POTATO AND
TOMATO prices
were down 7%,
17% and 25%
on-month,
respectively,
amid fresh
arrivals. 

TOMATO
PRICE

decline 28%
on-year to
`23/kg in
Feb., from
`32/kg a
year ago,

owing to a
20% increase

in arrivals
on-year.

ON AN ANNUAL
basis, the cost of

home-cooked
vegetarian thali

declines 1% in
Feb., while that

of non-vegetarian
thali grew by 6%.

CHICKEN PRICES decline by 
5% on-month because of lower

demand amid bird flu scare in
Southern India. 

SHAILY
GANG
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SHORT TAKES

PPoorrtt  VViillaa::  Vanuatu Prime
Minister Jotham Napat on

Monday directed the
Citizenship Commission to can-

cel the passport issued to for-
mer Indian Premier League

(IPL) founder Lalit Modi, saying
that the fugitive was attempt-

ing to avoid his extradition. On
March 7, Modi filed an applica-
tion with the Indian high com-

mission in London to surrender
his Indian passport. He is

known to have acquired citizen-
ship of Vanuatu, a South Pacific

Island nation. He left India in
2010 and is learnt to have been

living in London.
An official media release by the

Republic of Vanuatu stated, “I
have instructed the Citizenship

Commission to cancel the
Vanuatu passport issued to Lalit

Modi following recent revela-
tions in international media.

“I have been made aware in the
past 24 hours that Interpol

twice rejected Indian authori-
ties’ requests to issue an alert

notice on Lalit Modi due to lack
of substantive judicial evidence.
Any such alert would have trig-
gered an automatic rejection of

Mr Modi’s citizenship applica-
tion,” the statement said. — PTI

MMuummbbaaii::  Harmanpreet Kaur’s
fluent half-century was backed
by an exceptional bowling per-

formance as Mumbai Indians
beat Gujarat Giants by nine

runs to strengthen their
chances of finishing on top in
the Women’s Premier League

here on Monday. Sent in to bat,
Harmanpreet showcased her

class as she slammed nine
boundaries to score 54 off 33
balls and anchor MI to a com-

petitive total of 179/6.
The bowlers then took over,

with superb performances from
Shabnim Ismail (2/17) and

Amelia Kerr (3/34) as MI
bowled Gujarat Giants out for

170 in 20 overs, despite a whirl-
wind 25-ball 61 by Bharti

Fulmali.
With this win, Mumbai joined

Delhi Capitals at 10 points but
stayed at second position due
to a lower net run-rate. MI will
aim to seal their direct qualifi-
cation to the final by finishing

at the top when they face Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in the

final league match on Tuesday.
— PTI

BBrriieeff  ssccoorreess::  Mumbai Indians179/6
(Harmanpreet Kaur 54, Nat Sciver-
Brunt 38) beat Gujarat Giants 170

(Bharti Fulmali 61, Amelia Kerr 3/34,
Hayley Matthews 3/38, Shabnim

Ismail 2/17).

Harman, bowlers
guide MI to win 

LLoonnddoonn::  England batter Harry
Brook faces a two-year ban

from the IPL after pulling out of
his deal with Delhi Capitals

ahead of the tournament begin-
ning March 22. Brook, who has

made himself unavailable for
the second straight season,

apologised “unreservedly” to
the franchise and its support-

ers.
“I have made the very difficult

decision to pull out of the
upcoming IPL. I apologize unre-

servedly to the Delhi Capitals
and their supporters,” Brook

wrote on social media.
“It is a really important time for

England cricket and I want to
fully commit to preparing for

the upcoming series.
“In order to do this, I need time

to recharge after the busiest
period in my career to date. I

know not everyone will under-
stand, and I don’t expect them

to, but I have to do what I
believe is right and playing for

my country remains my priority
and focus.”

England will play India in a
home Test series in June, which

will be followed by the much-
anticipated Ashes from

November to January. — PTI

Brook pulls out
of IPL, faces ban

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Paris Paralympics
champion Kumar Nitesh and
Sukant Kadam secured gold
medals in SL3 and SL4 cate-

gories respectively, leading
India’s charge at the Spanish
Para Badminton International
2025 in Vitoria, Spain. Nitesh

registered a 21-19, 21-19 win
over Japan’s Daisuke Fujihara in

the final of the SL3 category,
while Sukant defeated fellow

Indian Tarun 21-13, 21-10 in the
SL4 category on Sunday.

— PTI

Sukant & Nitesh
win gold in Spain
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Vanuatu to cancel
Lalit Modi passport

ROCK & ROLL
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
There were two
instances during Rohit
Sharma’s lengthy post-
tournament press con-
ference on Sunday when
the issue of his retire-
ment cropped up.

The first time the sub-
ject was broached with
him after a triumphant
campaign in the
Champions Trophy in
Dubai, the Indian cap-
tain gave an open-ended
answer, “No future
plans, jaise chal raha
hain, chalta rahega (the
way it is going, it will
continue that way).”

When he next men-
tioned the dreaded ‘R’
word, it was more volun-
tary and was an after-
thought to a completely
different question.

Just before concluding
the press meet, he said:
“One more thing. I’m not
going to retire from this
format, just to make
sure that no rumours
are spread moving for-
ward.”

Rohit’s statement was
a loaded one as the
stress was on “this for-
mat”, which is 50-over
cricket.

He retired from T20Is
after the World Cup tri-
umph in Americas last
year, and questions
remain over his future
in Test cricket, with the
Indian team set to tour
England this summer.

He spelt out his ambi-
tions loud and clear and
obviously, he has some
unfinished business
with an eye on the 2027
World Cup, which will be
co-hosted by South
Africa, Zimbabwe and
Namibia.

The World Cup is still
some distance away and
the Indian skipper is a
bonafide legend of the
ODI format.

By laying emphasis on
“this format”, Rohit has
made his intentions
clear and as long as he is
scoring runs, age would-
n’t be a barrier although
he would be close to 40
by the time the marquee
event comes calling.

While ODI is still his
preferred format, Rohit
has in no way said that
he doesn’t want to play
Test matches. In fact,
except the Australia
tour and the series
before that against New
Zealand at home, he has
been the team’s best Test
batter.

Rohit’s best overseas
performance came
against England during
the 2021 series where he
scored a century at the
Oval.

Jasprit Bumrah has
shown his mettle as a
Test skipper but Rohit is
still the most revered
leader in the Indian
dressing room.

Owing to Bumrah’s fit-
ness concerns and the
selectors’ preference to
groom Shubman Gill for
some more time in the
role of a deputy, Rohit
remains the ideal candi-
date to continue leading
the side as it goes
through a transition
phase.

Virat Kohli, Rohit’s
longtime teammate,
aptly put it after the
Champions Trophy final
that the team’s core is
ready to play for the next
eight years but it is his
duty to put Indian crick-
et in good hands “as and
when” he decides to call
it a day.

Fitness will also be
taken into account in the
coming time. — PTI

DDuubbaaii,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
Superstar Virat Kohli
says lessons learned from
tough defeats in past ICC
knock-out games have the
paved the way for India’s
second major title in less
than 12 months. India won
the T20 World Cup in June
last year and on Sunday,
they lifted the Champions
Trophy for the third time.

It was a total team effort
from Rohit Sharma’s men
over the course of their
campaign in the UAE.

“It’s been a long time
since we’ve had a
Champions Trophy, and
the format is really good.
This was our aim. After a
tough tour of Australia,
we came here and won a
big tournament, which
has once again boosted
our confidence as a team,”
Kohli told the host broad-
caster.

“Throughout the tourna-
ment, different players
stepped up in different
matches. There were
moments in past tourna-
ments where we weren’t
able to finish games or
capitalise on crucial situa-
tions. But this time, we
learned from those experi-
ences,” he added.

The experience of Rohit
and K. L. Rahul towards

the end got India over the
line  in the final against
New Zealand.

“That’s why you back
experienced players —
they have faced these
moments before, and
when you apply those
learnings and work hard,
you get a chance to turn
things around,” Kohli
said.

“The way KL (Rahul) fin-
ished in the last two
matches is a testament to
that experience. When
you’ve been in those situa-
tions before and couldn’t
cross the line, there’s
always a desire to get
another opportunity and
overcome it. And that’s
exactly what we did,” he
added. — PTI

DDuubbaaii,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: New
Zealand skipper Mitchell
Santner admitted that his
Indian counterpart Rohit
Sharma’s exceptional
knock was the difference
between the two teams in
the Champions Trophy
final, and termed the four-
wicket defeat as a “bitter-
sweet end”.

Rohit made a fluent 76
off 83 balls as India
chased down 252 in a close
finish here on Sunday.

“I think the way Rohit
Sharma played kind of
took it away from us, I
think, obviously, India
here understood the con-

ditions in Dubai perfectly
and played some good
cricket. Yeah I guess it’s
kind of bittersweet at the
end,” said Santner in the
post-match conference.

Santner said he was
“proud” of his side
despite the surrender in
the title clash.

“I think we came up
against a good side in the
final. We challenged at
times throughout this
game, which was pleasing
and I think there were
probably a couple of small
moments where we let it
get away from us.

“But yeah, incredibly

proud of this group the
way we’ve kind of gone
about it throughout this
tournament,” he added.

Santner said the Kiwis
were prepared to tackle
the DICS pitch and condi-
tions, which were vastly
different from Lahore, the
venue of their semifinal
win over South Africa.

“I thought we still put in
a pretty good perform-
ance, and we took India
deep. But I guess there’s
always a few moments in
every game, let alone
every final, where you can
potentially look back at,”
he said. — PTI

DDuubbaaii,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: K. L.
Rahul is delighted after
successfully migrating
to No. 6 batting slot, and
termed it as a result of
his unrelenting ‘prepa-
ration’ and improving
his game constantly.
Rahul, who usually bat
No. 5, was pushed down
a position lower in the
Champions Trophy here.

“It’s really pleasing for
me. The work that I’m
putting in to different
roles requires a lot of
preparation, work out-
side the cricket field,
thinking about how I
need to take each game
and how I need to per-
form in different situa-
tions and watch some of
the players that bat at 5,
6 and how they’ve been
successful,” said Rahul.

“I’ve been taught from
by my coaches that
cricket is a team game
and whatever the team
requires of you, you
need to be able to accept
that and find a way to
put in performances for
the team and under-
stand what your role is,
understand what the
responsibility is, under-
stand what it takes to be
successful batting in dif-
ferent positions,” he
added. — PTI

LLaahhoorree,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) is set to register its protest with the ICC for
ignoring its CEO and Champions Trophy tourna-
ment director Sumair Ahmed Syed during the
event’s closing ceremony in Dubai. A source in the
PCB said on Monday that chairman Mohsin Naqvi
was not satisfied with the explanation given by the
ICC for not having Ahmed on stage at the presenta-
tion ceremony on Sunday.

“The ICC, apparently, has said it had prepared for
Mohsin Naqvi to be on stage so when he didn’t show
up for the final, they changed their plan,” the source
said.

The PCB has rejected this explanation and noted
that the ICC had made a number of errors during
the tournament regarding Pakistan’s status as host
nation. This included changing the CT2025 logo in
the live broadcasts feed of the India versus
Bangladesh game and then playing the Indian
national anthem in the Australia versus England
match in Lahore. — PTI

PCB TO PROTEST AS NO
OFFICIALS AT CT CLOSER 

Santner admits Rohit took
the match away from NZ

MMaanncchheesstteerr  ((EEnnggllaanndd)),,
MMaarrcchh  1100::  Declan Rice’s
equaliser denied
Manchester United boss
Ruben Amorim a much-
needed win but Arsenal’s
faltering Premier League
title challenge suffered
another damaging blow
in a 1-1 draw at Old
Trafford on Sunday.

The Gunners sit 15
points behind runaway
leaders Liverpool, now
with just one game in
hand, with their focus
beginning to turn to hold-
ing off the chasing pack
for a place in next sea-
son’s Champions League.

Bruno Fernandes’ stun-
ning free-kick put United
ahead in first half stop-
page time.

The Red Devils, though,
could not hold on for just
a sixth Premier League
win in 16 games under
Amorim as Rice swept
home 16 minutes from
time.

A point leaves United
down in 14th.

Arsenal boss Mikel
Arteta was taking charge
of his 200th Premier
League match.

The Spaniard’s 118 wins
in that time places him
only behind a stellar cast
of Pep Guardiola, Jose
Mourinho, Jurgen Klopp
and Alex Ferguson in the
English top flight.

But his wait for a league
title looks set to continue
with Arsenal on course to
finish second for the third
consecutive season.

United have had three
permanent managers and
an interim during
Arteta’s five years in
charge of Arsenal.

Amorim said he knows
he will not get the time
Arteta did to turn around
a sinking ship at Old
Trafford.

The discontent among
the home support could
be seen around the stands
with many taking part in
a protest by wearing
black over what they per-
ceive as “the death” of
their club.

Arsenal had failed to
score in either of their
previous two league
games to realistically
wave goodbye to their
hopes of a first title in 21
years.

— AFP

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaarrcchh  1100:: Leading allrounder Axar Patel
and senior keeper-batter K. L. Rahul are the two con-
tenders for Delhi Capitals captaincy in the upcoming
Indian Premier League season with the multi-skilled
Gujarat man having his nose slightly ahead. It is
understood that the franchise bigwigs will be
announcing the name of their new captain in the next
few days, having waited for the Champions Trophy to
end.

Delhi Capitals will have a short training-cum-simu-
lation camp in Delhi before flying to Visakhapatnam
for their first two games.

With Rahul and wife Athiya Shetty expecting their
first baby, the senior player could miss a game or two
depending on the due date.

Into his seventh season with the Capitals, the 31-year-
old Axar, who has played 150 IPL games, scored 1653
runs at a strike rate of nearly 131, and took 123 wickets
at an economy rate of 7.28, looks a more likely candi-
date to lead the team than Rahul, who will be donning
the Delhi blues for the first time. — PTI

BBiirrmmiinngghhaamm,,  MMaarrcchh  1100::
Grappling with injuries,
health setbacks and poor
form, Indian shuttlers
will face one of their
toughest challenges when
they aim to capture the
elusive All England
Championships begin-
ning here on Tuesday. 

Since Prakash
Padukone’s historic win
in 1980 and Pullela
Gopichand’s triumph in
2001, no Indian has man-
aged to capture the covet-
ed All England title — one
of the sport’s most presti-
gious crowns after the
Olympics and World
Championships.

In the past two decades,
Indian badminton has
soared to new heights,
with stars like P. V.
Sindhu, Saina Nehwal,
and Kidambi Srikanth

claiming major titles.
However, none have been
able to conquer the All
England Championships,
despite their numerous
successes on the world
stage.

Every year, the Indian
contingent sets its sights
on this historic title, and
yet, the elusive crown
continues to slip through
their grasp.

After a disappointing
Paris Olympics, the
Indian shuttlers strug-
gled to get off the mark in
2025.  Sindhu faced injury
woes, H. S. Prannoy made
a slow recovery from a
bout of chikungunya,
Lakshya Sen has battled
poor form, and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
is coping with the loss of
his father who died last
month. — PTI

TOUGH CHALLENGE FOR
TOP INDIAN SHUTTLERS

Toss-up between Rahul,
Axar for Delhi captaincy

Arsenal title bid
fades with draw

Arsenal’s Martin Odegaard (left) and Manchester
United’s Bruno Fernandes vie for the ball during the
English Premier League match at Old Trafford Stadium
in Manchester, England, on Sunday. — AP

●● The Gunners sit 15
points behind runaway
leaders Liverpool, now
with just one game in
hand, with their focus
beginning to turn to
holding off the chasing
pack for a place in
next season’s
Champions League.

We learnt from past losses
in ICC events, says Kohli

MIGRATING TO
NO. 6 SLOT WAS
TOUGH FOR KL

India captain Rohit Sharma poses with the winners trophy on the Dubai International Stadium pitch after defeating
New Zealand in the final of the ICC Champions Trophy in Dubai on Sunday. — AP

Virat Kohli (left) and Hardik Pandya share a laugh dur-
ing the Champions Trophy presentation ceremony in
Dubai on Sunday. — AP

ODI WC quite far away but India need Rohit in transition phase
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