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"N M Omar Abdullah presents Z1.1L cr budget
.4 for 2025-26, first by an elected govt in J&K in
7 years, as he heaps praise on PM Modi,
promises all-round growth and announces

New Zealand pacer Matt Henry rendered £
doubtful for Champions Trophy final f
against India owing to a shoulder niggle B ,_,‘ o~
but coach Gary Stead hopeful he'll b

Paris’s Gare du Nord, Europe’s busiest station,
ground to a halt while an unexploded 500kg
WWII bomb was defused, causing cancellation
of all Eurostar trains for the day and huge

Jasprit Bumrah's return to competitive
cricket could take longer, with the ace
bowler likely to miss the first week or
two of IPL and join the Mumbai

i s 3 ‘IIE
__recover in time for Sunday’s clash, P 12 g N/

DOUBLE DELIGHT

oday's bumper issue of
TOl is organised in two
sections, both equally packed
with news and analysis.
To get the full reading
experience of today's
edition, make sure you don't
miss the other section

OTHER BOOK

TOP STORIES
» India doubles down on UK
over Jaishankar security breach
» Return of Sunil Chhetri both
good news and bad
> UP cleric suggests pushing
back Friday prayer on Holi

A 1st, oil PSU gets
chief from pvt sector

rikas Kaushal, former In-
dia head of manageme-

nt consultancy firm Kearn-
ey, was appointed chairman
of state-run Hindustan Pet-
roleum Corporation Lid —

the first person from the pri-

vate sector to head an oil
PSU. A chemical engineer,
Kaushal has an MBA from
[TM-A.OTHERBK,P1

Delhi govt looks for

next DERC chief

l )Eﬂli govt has started the
hunt for a new chairper-
son for DERC following the
resignation of Justice Jay-
ant Nath (retd), who was ap-
pointed in Aug2023byan SC
bench on a pro tem basis,
following a stalemate bet-
ween the previous AAP
goviandthe LG.P2

Trainee Sl collapses
during run, dies

trainee sub-inspector

collapsed during a prac-
tice run and died at the Poli-
ce Academy in Raipur’s
Chandkhuri on Friday, ba-
rely a week into the regi-
men. He was 29. His death
has led his family to ques-
tion the pre-recruitment
medical tests. P6
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sops for disadvantaged groups, OTHER BK, P 8

disruptions to nearby traffic, OTHER BK, P 16

Indians camp only in April, P 12

Def Purchases From Russia Must End Now, US Commerce Secy Tells New Delhi IS 3 A NS0 Y G Ta)

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: US president Do-
nald Trump on Friday said
India has agreed to bring ta-
riffs “way down”, while clai-
ming credit for the move in
vet another tirade against se-
veral “high-tariff " countries.

“India charges us massive

:  tariffs, you can'teven sell anyt-

hing in India, it’s almost rest-
rictive... By the way, they have
agreed to cut their tariffs way
down now because somebody
is finally exposing them for
what they have done,” he told
reporters inthe White House.
Thecommentscameatati-
me when an Indian team led
by commerce and industry mi-
nister Pivush Goyal is in the
US towork out the contours of
a bilateral agreement. So far,

India has agreed to cut tariffs
‘way down’, declares Trump

1 “ .\ndia charges us massive tariffs. You can’t even

sell anything in India, it's almost restrictive...
They have agreed, by the way; they want to cut their
tariffs way down now because somebody is finally
exposing them for what they have done...

— US PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP

India has historically bought significant amounts of its
military (items) from Russia..that needs to end. Indiais @&
the *I' in Brics, trying to create a currency to replace the
dollar... These kinds of things do not create the love and
affection we really, deeply feel towards India

— US COMMERCE SECY HOWARD LUTNICK

govt has remained tight-lip-
ped about the negotiations
that are currently underway.
Trump's statement came
hours after US commerce sec-
retary Howard Lutnick sought
a “grand” deal that included
farm products, while sugges-
ting Indiastopdefence purcha-

sesfrom Russia. “It'stimetodo
something big...something th-
at connects India and US toget-
her, but...on a broad scale, not
product by product, but rather
the whole thing,” he said at the
India Today Conclave.

P Farm sector,P 8

Wang: Dragon
and elephant
have to dance

\ “cooperative pas de deux
(dance for two) of thedrag-
on (China) and elephant (Ind-
1a) is the only right choice for
both,” Chinese foreign mini-
ster Wang Yi said Friday, say-
ing there is every reason for
the two nations to support, rat-
her than undercut, each other.

As important members of
the Global South, China and
India have the responsibility
to take a lead in opposing he-
gemonism, he said, In an ap-
parent referencetoUS. China
and US are locked in a bitter
fight over tariffs. OTHERBK,P7

Delimitation: Stalin writes = Speeding e-rick
to 7 CMs for joint action

Lalit Modi
now a citizen
of Vanuatu

‘ugitive Lalit Modi has
made an application for
surrendering his passportin
the Indian high commission
| in London, ha-
ving acquired
citizenship of
southwestern
Pacific count-
rv  Vanuatu.
External affa-
irs ministry said Friday his
application will be exami-
ned, and added, “We conti-
nue to pursue the case aga-
inst him as required under
law"”. Modi, IPL founder and
former VP of BCCL, is accu-
sed of laundering, and of vi-
olating FEMA. OTHERBK,P T

Chennai: Tamil Nadu chief
minister M K Stalin sought to
add heft to his campaign aga-
inst population-based delimi-
tation on Friday by writing to
seven of his counterparts,
former CMs and party chiefs,
calling for an uncompromi-
sing fight against what he sa-

»Teach MBBS, engg in
Tamil: Shah to Stalin, P 6

The Union govt's plan
for delimitation is a
blatant assault on federalism,
punishing states that
ensured population
control and good
governance by
stripping away our
rightful voice in
~ Parliament
\ _ —TNCMSTALIN

id was “an unfair exercise”,
Stalin requested fellow
CMs Pinarayi Vijavan (Kera-
la), Siddaramaiah (Karnata-
ka), Revanth Reddy (Telanga-
na), Chandrababu Naidu (An-
dhra Pradesh), Mamata Ba-
nerjee (Bengal), Bhagwant
Mann (Punjab) and BJP’s Mo-

han Majhi (Odisha) for their
consent tojoinand nominatea
senior representative each to
a joint action committee that
would draft a common strate-
oy to challenge the proposed
delimitation system. T

»Naveen, KCR, Jagan,P 9

kills 10-yr-old,
injures another

A 10-vear-old girl died and
I M\ another minor girl was
injured after they were hit
by an e-rickshaw in north-
west Delhi’'s Jailorwala
Bagh on Friday. While thee-
rickshaw was seized by po-
lice from the spot, its driver
was arrested and was boo-
ked under BNS Section 105
(culpable homicide not
amounting to murder). An
officer said that the driver
was suspected to be drunk,
and cops were waiting for
the medical report to ascer-
tain it. The other girl recei-
ved injuries to her legs and
1s undergoing treatment at
ahospital. OTHER BK,P 2

: rejected his emergency appli-

ferring to a ‘country” which

- US SCjudge rejects
20/11 accused’s plea
against extradition

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tnn

Washington: New Delhi is close to having
former Pakistani Army doctor and 26/11
Mumbai attack accused Tahawwur Rana
brought to justice after US Supreme Court
Associate Justice Elena Kagan

cation on Thursday to stay his
extradition to India.

Rana's attorneys immedia-
telv bumped up the application
to Chief Justice John Roberts,
likely the last courtof appeal, with little pos-
sibility of reprieve after President Trump

personally assured his extradition during

PM Modi's visit to Washington DC last
month and the State Department signed oft
on handing him over to Indian authorities.

On Thursday, Rana cited possible religio-
us persecution and torture in India on acco-
unt of his Muslim faith, besides 'serious me-
dical condition’, to forestall the extradition,
which he argued through attorneys would be
a ‘de facto death sentence’.

> ‘Working closely with US",P 9

Mishra’s 20 remarks bid
to stoke enmity: Court

New Delhi: Delhi's Rouse
Avenue court Friday dismis-

appeared beforea city courton

~ Delhi unsafe for me,
prefer jail to bail,
Michel tells judge

Vineet.Upadhyay@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Christian Michel James, one of
the alleged middlemen in the AgustaWest-

: land VVIP chopper case who was granted

bail by Delhi high court earlier th15 week,

Friday and submitted that he
could not accept it and wanted
to go back to custody as Delhi
was unsafe for him.

Saying that because of “se-
curity risks”, he would rather
finish his sentence and leave India instead
of being released on bail, he submitted befo-
re the court of special judge Sanjeev Aggar-
wal, “I can’t accept the bail. It's unsafe. Eve-
ry time I step out of Tihar, something hap-
pens. The problem I am having is with poli-
ce, 'd rather talk to yvou in private.”

When the judge asked about his well-be-
ing, James said Delhi was just a larger pri-

. son for him. He mentioned something hap-

pened in AIIMS that he would rather talk to
the court about in private.

p‘Can’'t you find a safe house?' P9

PA tries to fire
at Sita Soren
over fund row

*ita Soren, Jharkhand CM

sed a plea filed by Delhi law > Karnataka HC quashes : o JHemant Soren's estrang-
minister Kapil Mishra aga- | Ep summons against : ed sister-in-law, had a close
inst the cognizance and sum- CM Siddaramaiah's wife : shave Friday when a PA of

moning order of a trial court
in a case of alleged violation
of model code of conduct in

Parvathi and minister
Byrathi Suresh in alleged
Mysuru site scam | P 8

several years
: attempted to
: point a loaded

2020 over his statements, re- : : pistol at her at
ports Vineet Upadhyay. » Pll? & Haryana HC hlas!:s : a Dhanbad ho-

The court said his alleged | Ludhiana court forimposing ~ : tel during a
remarks appeared to be a | Yl.1crsureties, X55 lakh : dispute over B :
“brazen attempt to promote | bank guarantee, keepingan  : campaign funds tied to last
enmityon thegroundsof reli- | accused in jail forover4yrs : year'sL.Sandassemblypolls,

zion by way of indirectly re-

after bail | OTHER BOOK, P 7
» Allahabad HC dismisses

report Chandan Paul and
: Sanjay Sahay. Sita's sup-
+ porters overpowered Debas-

unfortunately..is often used z

to denote the members of a &ﬁﬂg;ﬂﬁm hish Manoranjan Ghoshand

particular religion”. Chhap’ beedi hurts religious police later took him into
sentiments | P 8 : custody. The unlicensed pis-

»>See OTHERBOOK, P 3 . tolhas been seized. P8
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IT TAKES A WOMAN
TO NOURISH A NATION.

SOMETIMES,

1240

OF THEM.

It started with one child. Then another.
Then a hundred thousand more.

Our Fortune SuPoshan Sanginis took it upon
themselves to fight malnutrition, going door
to door, home to home, village to village.

Because when a woman takes charge,
she doesn't stop until the nation thrives.

A CSR mnhatwe hy Adani Wilmar Ltd

Implemented by

Today,

1,79.873
1,08,606
5,77,081

Because she stood up.

adani

Foundation

children stand
healthier.

adolescent girls
stand wiser.

families stand
stronger.

This Women'’s Day,
let's celebrate the women
who nourish the nation.

Their relentless efforts have changed lives,

and every time you choose a Fortune
product, you contribute to the success
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G ; of this initiative.
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Scan and witness
the journey of our
SuPoshan Sanginis.
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A CSR initiative by Adani Wilmar Ltd.

To know more, visit WWW.SUposhan.in
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Severe traffic DDA opens

congestion grips ; e | el .". * THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | SATURDAY, MARCH B, 2025 Amrut

roads around g 29 5°1 10.2° : Biodiversity
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FORECAST# Mainly clear sky. Max and min temperatures

| B2, P6 visitors | B2, P3

MOONSET 3.33AM (SUN)
SUNSET 6.25PM (SAT)

on Saturday would be around 31°C and 12°C

MOONRISE 12.46AM (SAT)
SUNRISE 6.38AM (SUN)

Police bust heroin manufacturing

lab In Bawana | B2, P4

Jan Aushadhi
Kendras to be
set up near
govt hosps

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Friday said
her govt would open at least
oneJan Aushadhi Kendra wit-
hin a radius of 500 metres of
each state-run health facility.
Following a visit to a Jan
Aushadhi Kendra in north
Delhi’s Ashok Vihar, Gupta
said Delhi govt would imple-
ment the Pradhan Mantri

BhartiyaJan Aushadhi Pariy-

ojana (PMBJP) across the na-
tional capital and ensure the
establishment of such phar-
macies, which sell generic me-
dicines at affordable prices,
throughout the city.

“The previous govt failed
to implement the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Aushadhi Yojana
in Delhi, depriving residents
of its benefits. Our govt will
introduce this beneficial sche-
me to ensure that citizens get
access to high-quality medici-
nes and medical essentials at
significantly lower prices,”
Gupta said.

*This scheme will particu-
larly benefit economically we-
aker sections as it provides
medicines for serious illnes-
ses such as cancer and diabe-
tes at much lower prices,” chi-
ef minister said, adding that
sanitary napkins for women
willbeavailableat Rel, promo-
ting hygiene and better health.

Gupta said the implemen-
tation of PMBJP in Delhi’s ho-
spitals would be a significant
step towards making affor-
dable healthcare accessible to
alland reducing financial bur-
den on patients.

Jan Aushadhi EKendras
provide WHO-certified medi-
cines and medical items to the
public at 50-70% lower prices
compared to branded medici-
nes. Many medicines are avai-
lable at a lower price of up to
490%. These pharmacies will
also help govt hospitals by fa-
cilitating local medicine pur-
chases in case of emergenci-
es, chief minister said.

Hunt For New DERC Chairperson Starts

Appointment Had Become A Major Bone Of Contention Between AAP Govt And LG In 2023

After AAP govt's earlier pick for the post,
retired Justice Rajiv Kumar Shrivastava,
expressed his inability to join, the Centre,
drawing powers from the amended Act, issued
a gazette notification appointing retired Justice
Umesh Kumar. The then AAP govt called the
appointment ‘illegal and unconstitutional’

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt has
started the hunt for a new
chairperson for the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission (DERC) following
the resignation of retired
judge, Justice Jayant Nath.
Nath was appointed as the
power regulator’s chairperson
in Aug 2023 by a Supreme Co-
urt bench headed by the then
Chief Justice of Indiaonapro-
term basis, following a stale-
mate between AAP's govt and
the lieutenant governor. The
apex court in Oct 2024 allowed
him to continue in the post re-
gardless of the attainment of
retirement age (65 vears).
Sources said Justice Nath
tendered his resignation days
after BJP defeated AAP in the
assembly polls. The power de-
partment of Delhi govt issued
his relieving order on Friday,
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Now that the case is being withdrawn, sources said Delhi govt, in
consultation with the high court, will have to shortlist a panel of three
names for the post and send it to the LG for his concurrence. Once
approved by the LG, the DERC chairperson can be appointed

following lieutenant governor
VK Saxena'sapproval.

While accepting the resig-
nation, the LG also directed
govt to inform the Supreme
Court about the development
and initiate the process to fill
the position at the earliest. The
DERC plays a “pivotal role as
an independent regulatory bo-
dy dealing with the power sec-
tor in the capital and is also re-
spansible for setting tariffs, re-
gulating the performance of
power distribution compani-
es, and promoting competi-
tion in the electricity market.”

The appointment of the
DERC chairperson became a
major bone of contention bet-
ween AAP govt and Centre in
2023 after the latter amended
the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD) Act and altered po-
wer dynamics by taking “servi-
ces’ under its executive cont-

rol. After AAP govt's earlier
pick for the post, retired Justi-
ce Rajiv Kumar Shrivastava,
expressed his inability to join,
the Centre, drawing powers
from theamended Act, issued a
gazette notification appointing
retired Justice Umesh Kumar;
The then AAP govt called
the appointment “illegal and
unconstitutional”™ and alle-
ged that CM Arvind Kejriwal
had recommended the name
of another retired Justice,
Sangeet Lodha, but the Cent-
re “wilfully ignored and over-
looked” the aid and advice of

the elected dispensation on a
transferred subject. With the
state govt and the Centre fai-
ling to reach a consensus,
Justice Jayant Nath was no-
minated asthe interim chair-
person by the Supreme Court
on Ang 4, 2023,

Now that the case is being
withdrawn, sourcessaid Delhi
govt, in consultation with the
high court, will have to short-
list a panel of three names for
the post and send it to the LG
for his concurrence, Once app-
roved by the LG, the DERC cha-
irperson can be appointed.

Govt starts withdrawing petitions of previous regime

CASES TO BE WITHDRAWN

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt has
started withdrawing petitions
filed by the previous AAP dis-
pensation against federal
agencies and even its own de-
partments and bureaucrats,
especially in the last 2-3 years
so that there is no confronta-
tion with the Centre or the lie-
utenant governor in running
the administration.

sSources in Delhi govt said
that after instructions from
chief minister Rekha Gupta,
thedepartmentof law, justice
and legislative affairs has is-
sued directions to top bu-

reaucrats of all administrati-

ve departments to file appro-
priate applications or peti-
tions before the respective
courts to withdraw the cases
filed by the "ministers in
charge in the previous govt.”

In the Feb 15 edition, TOI
front-paged astory that the law
department had asked all ad-

ministrative departments to
provide details of all such ca-
ses filed by AAP povi against
the Centreorthe LG, which we-
re pending in various courts.
Sources claimed that more
than Rs 30{ crore was spent on
“inter-department” litigation
and court battles between
AAP's govt and the Centre or
the LG inthelast few vears, and
it also resulted in the loss of
precious man hours. The law
department decided to prepare
a comprehensive report on the
ongoing litigation and place it
before the new dispensation.
some of the prominent ca-
ses being withdrawn included
the petition against the Act of
Parliament amending the
Govtof NCT of Delhi Act, 1961,
and handing over the ‘servi-
ces’ related matters to the LG;
the formation of high-level
committees under the lieute-
nant governor for the cleaning
of the Yamuna and solid waste
management; and one rela-

In Supreme Court

> Appointment of advocates in
Delhi HC and Supreme Court

» Constitution of high-
level committee under
LG for prevention of
pollution in Yamuna

> NGT order regarding solid
waste management committee

» Release of funds for Delhi Jal
Board by finance department

» Amendment in
GNCTD Act, 1991

» Teachers training in
foreign universities

> Section 45D of
GNCTD Act and appointment
of DERC chairperson

In High
Court

Appointment of special public prosecutors in
northeast Delhi riots case and farmers protest

ting to the release of funds for
DelhiJal Board.

Officials said thatan initi-
al list of eight cases - seven
pending in the Supreme Co-
urtandone inthehigh court-
was drawn up and shared
with the new govt. They ad-
ded that on the direction of
the competent authority, all
these cases were to be with-
drawn in “public interest.,”

Bomecna is just a coicidence
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Since there could be more
such cases apart from the
eight mentioned on the list,
the law department urged the
administrative authorities to
identify them and take neces-
sary approval from the com-
petent authority to withdraw.

In his first address to the
newlv-elected Delhi legislative
assembly, LG VK Saxena emp-
hasised that “constant con-

AAP, BJP spar
over decision to
shut down 250
mohalla clinics

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: AAPon Friday sa-
id party supremo Arvind Kej-
riwal’s warning during the
Delhi elections regarding mo-
halla clinics has turned out to
be true, with the BJP announ-
cing the closure of 250 such fa-
cilities in less than a month of
forming a govt.

AAP said that instead of
shutting down the clinics, BJP
should open more of these,

Accusingthe previous AAP
goviof Indulging in corruption
in the clinic project, Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva
said the health facilities were
opened inrented properties, in-
stead of govt premises.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, former health minister
Satyendar Jain said AAP govt
opened nearly 550 clinies,
which were “strategically loca-
ted” so that people could access
treatment close to their homes.
He said that many govt offices
function from rented spaces.
“AAP firmly believed that the
mohalla clinies should be loca-
ted within neighbourhoods for
hetter accessibility, If a small
piece of land is rented in an
unauthorised colony for a mo-
halla clinic, there is nothing
wrong with it,” Jain said.

Sachdeva called the clinics
the “biggest scandal” of Jain's
tenure. “There was corrup-
tion in every aspect of the mo-
halla clinic project — from
renting premises to the exami-
nation of patients to medical
tests, Before the Kejriwal govt,
there were around 400 state-
run dispensaries in Delhi, but
most were shut down to make
way for the mohalla clinics.
Properties owned by AAP sup-
porters associated with mini-
sters and MLAs were chosen
for the clinies, and they were
paid rents far above market ra-
tes, leading to kickbacks,” he
said. “New health clinics and
diagnostic centres would be
opened in Delhi as needed, but
efforts would be made to ensu-
re they areestablished in govt-
owned premises to prevent
corruption,” he added.

On X, former chief minister
Atishi alleged that shutting
down theclinics was just the be-
ginning and soon the partially
free electricity, water, bus travel
for women and education sec-
tor development would stop.

frontation and blame game”
had “harmed” Delhi in the last
10 years, and the new dispensa-
tion will work in tandem with
the Cenfre and neighbouring
states on the basis of the prin-
ciples of “cooperative and
competitive federalism.”
AAP’'s govt, the LG, and the
Centre were involved in frequ-
ent tussles over various issues
related to governance, resul-
ting inanumberof courtcases.
Sources saild that after
AAP came to power in 2015, a
large number of court cases
were filed by the ministers of
the then govt against the
Unionof Indiaguestioning its
authority vis-a-vis the provi-
sions of Articles 239 and
239AA of the Constitution
and the GNCTD Act, 1991. Tho-
ugh the constitutional status
of Delhi as a “Union territo-
rv’ was reiterated by the
Constitution Bench of the Su-
preme Court in July 2018,
another round of litigation

was initiated over admini-
strative control, particularly
over bureaucratic appoint-
ments, law enforcement and
governance powers and the
authorityof the LG, they said.
In an internal note, the law
department mentioned that
such cases not only create an
“smbarrassing’ situation be-
fore the courts of law but also
have the potential to “adverse-
ly affect” the relations of the
Delhi govt with the Centre.
“Such types of litigation not
only cause hardship for the
bureaucracy but also cause
administrative paralysis,
which delays policy making
and project implementation...
such political litigation are
clearly a misuse of public mo-
ney and an unnecessary reve-
nue burden on the public ex-
chequer. Such frivolous cases
also put a burden on courts
which are already overburde-
ned,” the law department
mentioned in the note.

Cabinet likely
to give double
bonanza on

Women’s Day

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: The economically
weaker women in Delhimay re-
ceive a double bonanza on In-
ternational Women's Day on
Saturday, with the council of
ministers likely to give its app-
roval to two schemes—Rs 2,500
a month under the Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana and a subsi-
dy oncooking gas cylinders, in-
cluding a free refill twice a year
on Holi and Diwali.

Both schemes were part of
BJP's electoral promises made
in the run-up to the recently
concluded assembly polls. So-
urces said BJP might announ-
ceboth initiativesatthe Mahila
Diwas programme at Jawahar
Lal Nehru Stadium, which wo-
uld be attended by national pre-
sident JP Nadda and Delhi CM
Rekha Gupta.

Sources said the Delhi ca-
binet was expected to meet at
the secretariat to discuss the
two proposals.

Whilethe actual eriteriato
identify the beneficiaries will
only be known after the cabi-
net's approval, sources said
nearly 17-18 lakh women aged
between 21 and 60 vears were
likely to benefit from the sche-
me. Only one member from a
family is likely to be eligible
for the Mahila Samriddhi Yo-
jana, said a source.

Earlier on Friday, the lea-
der of opposition in the Delhi
assembly, Atishi, wrote to
Gupta, urging her to ensure
the immediate transfer of Rs
2,500 to women's accounts.
“The Prime Minister assured
the mothers and sisters of
Delhi that once the BJP's govt
is formed, the scheme to pro-
vide Rs 2,500 per month would
be approved in the first cabi-
net meeting and funds would
start reaching women's acco-
unts by Women's Day,” the for-
merDelhi CM stated in her let-
ter. “To give the women of Del-
hi their due, the funds should
be transferred without delay”
she added.

Speaker sets 100-day target
for ‘paperless’ legislature

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Speaker Vijender
Gupta asked officials on Fri-
dayv to ensure that the functio-
ning of the Delhi Legislative
Assembly becomes “paper-
less™ within the next 100 days.
Guptacalled ameeting of of-
ficials from the Union ministry
of parliamentary affairs to dis-
cuss the implementation of the
MNational e-Vidhan Application
(NeVA) in the Delhi assembly,
which was also attended by offi-
cials from his own secretariat.
The NeVA team, led by addi-
tional secretary and mission lea-
der Satyva Prakash, made a pre-
senitation of the application. deta-
iling its key features. It said that
NeVA serves as a unified digital
platform for all legislative func-
tions, including the submission
of notices, ministerial replies, le-
gislative business, discussions,

Speaker Vijender Guta :

committee reports and access to
the digital library It aligns with
the vision of a modern, transpa-
rent and efficient legislative sy-
stem, the officials said.
Emphasising the urgency of
the project, Gupta directed that
the implementation be comple-
ted within 100 days. He reaffir-
med the commitment to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision
of ‘One India, One Application’,
advocating for digital governan-
ce across all legislatures to en-

hance accessibility and accoun-
tability, the assembly secretariat
said in a statement.

Expressing concern over the
decade-long delay in implemen-
ting the e-Vidhan Project, the spe-
aker pointed out that the previo-
us administration’s reluctance,
along with wunsuceessful at-
tempts to engage private consul-
tants and vendors, had hindered
progress, He assured full commit-
ment to expediting the project,
ensuring that the Delhi assembly
transitions into an efficient,
transparent, and environmental-
lv sustainable legislative institu-
tion, the statement added.

With NeVA's implementa-
tion, the assembly will take a
significant step towards a ful-
ly digitised and paperless go-
vernance model, enhancing
operational efficiency and
public access to legislative
proceedings, said an official.

Good things — and air — don’t
last forever, GRAP-I is back

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The air quality of the city, which
staved moderate for six straight days, deteriora-
ted to the poor category on Friday with an air
guality index of 202. It prompted Commission
for AirQuality Management (CAGQM), which re-
voked stage | of GRAP on Monday, to re-enforce
it with immediate effect in Delhi-NCR.

Stage | of Graded Response Action Plan fo-
cuses on the stringent enforcement of the exis-
ting guidelines. “AQI of Delhi has shown an in-

Among the measures are enforcing a

complete ban on coal or firewood in

creasing trend due to calm winds and unfavou-

rable meteorological conditions in Delhi-NCR.”
CAQM stated, adding that the forecast by India
Meteorological Department/Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology also predicts AQI to
mainly remain poor due to low ventilation coef-
ficient, decrease in wind speeds, and unfavou-
rable meteorological conditions.

According to Air Quality Early Warning
System for Delhi, the air quality islikely tore-
main in the poorrange till March 10.

CAQM directed all agencies in NCR to take
note of various actions and the targeted timeli-
nes, which were issued by the commission to
curb air pollution in the region and take appro-
priate actions, particularly the “dust mitiga-
tion measures for construction and demolition
activities and roads or open areas, which beco-
me a predominant factor in the coming months
in determining the air guality in Delhi-NCR",

The measures under stage I are preventive
actions, directing govt agencies to intensify
measures to control air pollution. This inclu-
des intensifying the use of anti-smog guns,
water sprinkling and dust suppression mea-

tandoors in hotels, restaurants and open
eateries; enforcing orders of NGT and
Supreme Court on overage vehicles;
enforcing courts or tribunal orders
regarding ban on firecrackers; and
ensuring that diesel generator sets are
not used as a regular source of power

sures in road construction, widening or repa-
ir projects, and maintenance activities, and
strict vigilance and enforcement of pollution
under control norms for vehicles.

Among the measures are enforcing a comp-
lete ban on coal or firewood In tandoors in hotels,

restaurants and open eateries; enforcing orders

of National Green Tribunal and Supreme Court
on overage vehicles; enforcing courts or tribu-
nal orders regarding the ban on firecrackers;
and ensuring that diesel generator sets are not
used as a regular source of power supply.
Central Pollution Control Board's data
shows that Delhi's AQI improved slightlv to 200
in the extreme end of the moderate category at
Gpm. But it turned poor again at 201 at Tpm.
Meanwhile, the maximum temperature
was 29.5 degrees Celsius, one degree above
normal, on Friday. The minimum temperatu-
re stood at 10.2 degrees Celsius, four notches
below normal. IMD has predicted that the
mercury is likely to rise over the next few da-
vs. The day temperature is expected to reach
d3-35degrees Celsius by March 11.
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Teens in ghettos draw on their dreary life to fight prejudice

Ambika.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

W When I was little, I would
play every evening. Boyvs and
girls played together But
when I turned 11, restrictions
started as I was ordered,
“Don’t play in the street”,
“Don’t playwith boys™, “Don’t
go to the park.” Gradually, T
stopped plaving altogether.

W When givls goout to work, fami-
ly members say, “Come home on
time", "Diress properly”, “What's
the need for a mobile
phone”,
anyvone while wal-
king”, "Mind your
own business”, and
much more.

B When
child, I used to fly ki-
tes with my grand-
father I wanted to
study and do somet-
hing on my own, but my father
did not let me. I started doing
household chores from a young
age. Evenafter marriage, Icon-
tinue to do household work.

W Likeeveryday, my uncle was
helping my aunt with house-
work. After doing the dishes,

INTERNATIONAL

“Don’ttalk 1o wWOMEN'S DAY

he was chopping onions and
garlic when a friend arrived
and immediately teased him
saving, “Look, he's cooking
likea woman.”

New Delhi: These narratives
are lived experiences of teena-
gers from the congested alleys
of Delhi's low-income settle-
ments. They are now employ-
ing storvtelling to challenge
gender biasesand stereotypes.
Stories drawn from the daily
household routines give a pe-
ek into how women and girls
negotiate  words,
conversations and
behaviour smack-
ing of a bias at
every step.
Thesestoriesin
Hindi from Khich-
ripur, Jafrabad
and Sunder Nagri
hring out stark bi-
ases in society, 5ix-
teen-yvear-old Say-
ma Zafar in Jafrabad shared
how she stopped playing out-
doors after she turned 11 due
togrowingrestrictions. Neha
Raikwar, 17, of Khichripur
revealed how girls’ freedom
is curtained when they step
outfor work and thereis cons-
tant scrutiny by neighbours
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Narratwes hy the wuth collective, comprising buth g:rrs. and hc}:,rs, are part of the gender transformation project

and relatives. The girls and
boys also reflect on the sheer
drudgery of housework mot-
hers put up with from the ti-
metheywakeuptill they goto
bed.,

These narratives by the
vouth collective, comprising
both girls and bovs and stee-

red by NGO Ankur Society
for Alternatives in Educa-
tion, are part of the gender
transformation project in
whichobservationsof identi-
ty biases are built into stories
that the participants share
with their families, commu-
nity and their schools.

The power of the stories to
change the mindset is proved
inthe words of Zafar, wholives
with her tailor father and mot-
her in Jafrabad. “*Writing hel-
ped me share how deeply the
restrictions on playing affec-
ted me as a child,” the 16-vear-
old disclosed. “When [ read out

With A Seat At High Table,
They’re Reshaping Politics

These Women Politicians Are Calling The Shots Even As Challenges Remain

Ishita Jairath &
Vibha Sharma | ran

New Delhi: Delhi’s political
landscape is experiencing a
significant shake-up. With
Rekha Gupta as CM and Atis-
hias leader of theopposition,
it is clear that women are no
longer just ticking the repre-
sentation box — they are cal-
ling the shots in the capital.

It wasn't always like this.
Privanka Gautam, who un-
successfully contested the
Kondli assembly seat in Feb,
recalled how things were
backincollege, “When we we-
re undergraduates, just get-
ting our names mentioned
was a big deal — forget being
given the mic!” said the first-
time councillor in Municipal
Corporation of Delhi who
won on an AAP ticket but
switched later to BJE

Things have changed now,
Ritu Goel, two-time municipal
councillor from Rohini, belie-
ves women bring balance,
transparency and commit-
ment to governance. “Women
are naturally more serious, ho-
nest and committed. We bring
the same efficiency to cover-
nance that wedoat home—it’s
inour DNA,” Goel asserted.

Yogita Singh, BJP council-
lorfrom Kalkajiand former vi-
ce-president, Delhi BJP Mahi-
la Morcha, agreed. “We multi-
task at home, we multitask in
office. When women take char-
ge, things get done,” she said.

However, women politici-
ansoften havetobetwiceasas-
sertive to get half the respect
their male counterparts do.
Congress councillor Ariba
Khan, who represents Abul
Fazal Enclave, does not mince
words. “We try to bring a diffe-
rent culture into politics, but
the truth is, if vou don't raise
yvour voice, you're ignored. So-
metimes, aggression is the on-
lv way to be heard.”

Khan alsocomesfrom a poli-
tical family, being the daughter
of former MLA Asif Moham-
maid Khan., She admitted that

background can be an advanta-
ge, "A political background
helps, but at the end of the day,
yvour decisions are vour own.”
Gautam said this was
partly true, not universal.
“Advice and support of fami-
ly are common in all profes-
sions, but when that advice
turnsintocontrol, it becomes
a problem. A woman leader
must make independent deci-
sions. [ have always been self-
driven and my political jour-
ney was shaped by my perso-
nal interest and effort, not fa-
mily influence,” she said.
Most people believe that
save for a few career politici-
ans, most women in politics
are either dependent on the
men in their families or fol-
low their directions. “There’s
a reality we cannot ignore —
around 70% of women in poli-
tics, especially at the local le-
vel, are not entirely indepen-
dent. Their husbands or male
relatives influence their deci-
sions. Many women in poli-
tics follow the unwritten
‘terms and conditions’ set by
those around them and they
areexpectedtoalign withcer-
tain expectationsrather than
challenge them,” admitted
Naziva Danish, Congress co-
uncillor from Zakir Nagar

RITU GOEL SAYS

Women are naturally
more serious, honest
and committed. We
bring the same
efficiency to governance
that we do at home —
it’s in our DNA

and wife of former councillor
Shoaib Danish. She however,
claimed she herself spoke for
herself and never acted on so-
meone’sasking.

Danish added that while
women could bring a diffe-
rent culture, “the system of-
ten doesn’t allow them to do
s0”. She said, 1 have perso-
nally faced situations wherel
was only seen as someone’s
wifefirst, ratherthanasalea-
der in myv own right. The
mindset needs tochange.”

Even after securing posi-
tions, women leaders find
themselves under extra scru-
tiny. Danish put it bluntly:
“Men are judged by their de-
cisions. Women leaders? By
their clothes, their body lang-
uage and their tone. If we
don'tcarryourselves ‘proper-
ly’, we aren’'t acknowledged
as serious politicians.”

However, Shelly Oberoi,
AAP councillor from East Pa-
tel Nagar, claimed to havefaced
maximum hurdles as the first
mavor of the reunified MCD
during her tenure. "But we
know administration and we
believe in politics in which eve-
ryone, man or woman, has an
equal role to play,” Oberoi said.
“Despite being a first timer, my
party entrusted me with the re-
sponsibility of the mayvor and
gave me a free hand to express
my plans for the betterment of
MCD, which was going thro-
ugh a severe financial crisis.”

And then there is the bu-
reaucracy — yet another
hurdle. “Babudom has its
own complexities. There are
times when officials coopera-
te and times when they don't
take women leaders serious-
lv,” said Danish. “It depends
on how much influence you
can exert. While some wo-
men in leadership manage to
establish authority, many
still struggle to command the
same level of respect as their
male counterparts.”

Yogita Singh has had adif-
ferentexperience. *I1find wor-
king with bureaucrats easier
than working with male poli-
ticians. Female [AS officers
understand our challenges.

Even male officers are lear-
ning to take women leaders
seriously,” she said.

The battle has been long
but women’'s political repre-
sentation is growing. While
MCD has had 50% of its seats
reserved for women for years,
even in the assembly and Lok
Sabha, political parties are
oiving them bigger roles —
Rekha Gupta's elevation as
CM 1s an example — but the
numbers tell a different story.

In the recent assembly
polls, the number of women le-
gislators elected dropped from
eight in 2020 to five, This despi-
teallmajorpartiesfielding mo-
re women candidates. But
change i1s coming. Kamaljeet
Sehrawat, BJP MP from West
Delhi and former mayor, said
the gamechanger would be the
Women's Reservation Act, to
be implemented from 2029,
which makes it mandatory to
reserve 33% of all seats in the
Lok Sabha and state assembli-
es for women. “Once that hap-
pens, no party will have an ex-
cuse to field fewer women can-
didates. BJP already has facili-
tated women'’s participation at
every level,” Sehrawat said.
“We havea woman CM, twowo-
men MPs from Delhi and wo-
men leading major ministries
in the central govt.™

But guotas alone do not de-
fine leadership. Every woman
leader has her battles and vic-
tories. For instance. Goel
amended the teachers’ trans-
fer policy in MCD to give needy
women priority in this. Da-
nish has worked on improving
basic amenities for women
and initiated measures like
building public toilets and
tackling traffic congestion in
Okhla. “Every representative
has a role to play in improving
society,” said Danish. “The on-
ly difference is women have to
fighttwiceas hardasmentobe
taken seriously”

They are continuing the
ficht. But it isn't now about get-
tingaseatat thetable—it'sabout
changing the rules of the game.

this storv to my parents, they
did not react immediately but1
noticed a change in my fat-
her’'s attitude thereafter Now
he does not stop me from going
to the Ankur centre and that 1
seeasasignof change.”
Raikwarshared that captu-
ring her mother’s childhood
made her realise how much
she had sacrificed while wor-
king as a labourer. In her story,
the Class X1l student reflects
on how her mother was unable
to fulfil her own dream of stu-
dying because her father did
not permit her to pursue her
education. “I have resolved to
study well and join the ban-
kingsectorto make my mother
proud,” the teenager told TOL
In another telling story, Ra-
ikwar puts the issue of sha-
ring the housework before the
readers when she reflects on
the dilemma of a neighbour
who is taunted and teased by
people for helping his wife
with household chores. “One
morning, when piped water
supply was available, my un-
clestarted washing hisand his
children’sclothes. Some relati-
ves had come to their house.
Seeing my uncle, onesaid, Are
you a woman that you are was-
hing clothes? My uncle felt

17-YEAR-OLD NEHA RAIKWAR SAYS

Qutsiders also provoke families, saying, ‘What do you
lack that you send your daughters-in-law and
daughters to earn? You're ruining the family's
reputation’. If family members get instigated, the

girl stops working and restrictions on her increase

bad butignored itand continu-
ed working,” wrote Raitkwar:

The teenager also high-
lights the challenges girls face
when they step out to work.
*Onutsiders also provoke fami-
lies, sayving, ‘What do you lack
that you send your daughters-
in-law and daughters to earn?
You're ruining the familyv’s re-
putation’. If family members
get instigated, the girl stops
working and restrictions on
her increase significantly”
Raikwar narrated. However,
she also cites examples where
parents dismiss such relatives
by saving, “So what! Let her
earn, she's taking care of her
own expenses. Just because
we didn't get the chance to
work doesn't mean we should
stop our daughters.”

The storytellers include
boys like Deepanshu from
Sunder Nagri. At 16, he chose
to question society's biases

through his story in which he
captured the stress faced by a
girl, Radhika, when she got la-
te reaching home after work.
In a vivid description, Dee-
panshu shared how Radhika
walked briskly through adark
alley on a quiet street. “A gro-
up of boys standing nearby
had their eves fixed on Radhi-
ka. Realising that it was
8.30pm, Radhika got anxious
because she worried that at
home, she would face a tirade
of questions from her father,”
he wrote of the girl's anxiety
as she approached her home.
Sharmila Bhagat, direc-
tor, Ankur, said that the child-
ren and youth through their
creative practice and stories
make a gentle dent in power
hierarchies based on gender.
“The stories are a reflection
of their knowledge of the
world around them and the ti-
mes they live in,” she said.

This angel on wheels lives
daily cycle of life & death

Devanshi.Mehta
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: “I see women at
their most vulnerable—some
bringing life into the world,
othersonthe verge of leaving
it.” As Pooja Bawa grips the
steering wheel of her pink
ambulance, the weight of her
work is not lost on her. In the
past three years, the 41-year-
old has transported around
250 patients across Delhi —
pregnant women, victims of
domestic violence, those who
have attempted suicide. She
knows almost every route to
the 50 hospitals she rushes to
daily, but what she knows
even better is the fear, pain
and desperation behind her
inthe rear of the ambulance.
“When we deal with suici-
de cases, we see someone at
their weakest, their families
shattered and it really makes
vou think. What must have
happened in her life for her to
reach that point, especially
when it's a young mother? 1
can’t help but wonder how lo-
nely she must have felt,” Ba-
wa reflected as she sat in her
vehicle after assisting a wo-
man who had allegedly tried
to kill herself in East Delhi.
Bawa volunteers with
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Sewa
Dal, a non-profit organisa-
tion. Itsfreeambulance servi-
ce earned recognition during
the Covid pandemic after hel-
ping hundreds of people for
free. It was during this time
that a crucial gap became cle-
ar — many families felt un-
comfortable relyving on male
ambulance drivers and hel-
pers, especially in emergen-
cies involving women. This
realization led the organisa-
tion's founder Jitender Singh
Shuntv's wife Manjeet Kaur
to start the Pink Ambulance
initiative to ensure that wo-
men had women to help them
in such difficult situations.
For Bawa, driving an am-
bulance isn't a job but a cal-
ling. A Dilshad Garden resi-
dent and mother of a 14-year-
old daughter, she left her job af-
ter marriage, never imagining
that she would one day be be-
hind the wheel of an emergen-
cy vehicle. “Sometimes my day
starts as early as bam getting

Tarun Rawal

POOJA BAWA SAYS

My family is very supportive, not a day goes by when
my husband or other family members don't hype me
up for the work that | do, the hours that | put in.
That's what | want — for women to feel celebrated,
not just on Women's Day, but all 365 days of the year

the household choresdone and
can go on till 2am responding
to late night emergency calls,”
she said. “Before starting my
day, I make sure my bag conta-
ins a pair of sunglasses and a
good SPF sunscreen. I carry
with me my familv's love and
courage when I drive out to at-

tend to patients.”

she added, “Tused to do so-
cial work without even reali-
sing it was social work. Now,
everyday, Iseethecircleof life
— helping a mother in labour
in the morning and attending
to a suicide case at night.”

Bawa often finds herself
comforting expectant mot-
hers as they clutch her hand
whilestepping into theambu-
lance anxiously whispering,
“Sab theek hoga na (Will eve-
rything be okay)?” Their hus-
bands look to her for reassu-
rance. “In those moments, |
remember my own drive to
the hospital when I was in la-
bour, the same uncertainty
and fear. That's why I do eve-
rything I can tomake both the
women and men feel assu-
red,” shesaid.

The job is not without
challenges. “Delhi’'s roads
are chaotic. People don't give
way to ambulances. They ig-

nore the siren or, worse, drive
right behind us to escape traf-
fic. A few seconds can be the
difference between life and
death, and vet, people don’t

care,” said the ambulance
driver, who also has personal
difficulties to stand up to:
“There's this stereotype that
women can't drive, To people
who think so, [ just smile and
tell them, ‘Sit in my ambulan-
ce once and then judge’.”

Desgpite it all, Bawa finds
immense fulfilment in what
shedoes. Familiescall herdays
later, sending photos of the
newborns she helped trans-
port, offering sweets in gratitu-
de. Her biggest supporter is her
daughter. “She is so proud of
me. She sees me working and
feels empowered,” Bawa be-
amed, "My family is very sup-
portive, not aday goes by when
my husband or other family
members don't hype me up for
the work that 1 do, the hours
thatIputin. That'swhatIwant
— forwomen tofeel celebrated,
notjust on Women'’s Day, but all
365 days of the year.”

Bawa and Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Sewa Dal are training
more women volunteers to be
able to attend to patients and
transport them to hospitals.

How these two women with phySlcal challenges hand-hold others

Ambika.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Bushra Shahid (32)
fearlessly rides pillion on a bike
that she books using online
apps each day and makes it to
work like everyvone else. She
negotiates crowded elevators and
busy corridors and addresses the
obstacles of persons with disabili-
ties about assistive devices thro-
ugh the day With her lived experi-
ence of blindness from birth,
Bushra is now trying to make a
difference with her outreach work
at the central govi's department
of empowerment of persons with
disabilities(DEPwD).

The post-graduate from Ali-
garh Muslim University is the first
visually impaired woman to join
the department underthe govt's Yo-
ung Professionals programme in
2023 when DEPwD chose to bring
on board an inclusive group of vo-
ung minds on contract to experien-
ce and contribute to the process of
policy making around accessibility
and empowerment.

At the Antyvodaya Bhawan offi-
ce in the CGO complex, there is
another voung professional, Divya
Kamal (28), who did not let her dis-
ablingspinal injury from a stairca-

sefall in 2014 ground her dreams,

Divya, a post-graduate from
Delhi School of Economics, doesa
variety of work. She has monito-
red video skill training centres,
handled grievances related to the
PM's Daksh portal, and assisted
beneficiaries applying for jobs.
she is now preparing reports on
the accessibility status of buil-
dings and infrastructure.

Divya says she has tried to add
perspective based on her experi-
ence in life before the accident and
the challenges she faced after the
disability. The fall left her with a
limp in her leg.

Bushra and Divyva are the only
two women with disabilities
among the voung professionals
working with teams under some
of the central govt's seniormost
officials leading flagship pro-
grammes on accessibility and
skills training.

DEPwD secretary Rajesh Ag-
garwal sees this inclusive group
as critical to enabling professio-
nals with disabilities. It could
bring the community’s perspecti-
ve and feedback from them to the
policy planning process. Also, this
could be a way to sensitise co-
workers on the needs of colleagu-

Photos: Anlndya Chattopadhyay

(From left) Divya Kamal and Bushra Shahid are the only two women with disabilities working with teams under some of central govt's seniormost officials

eswithdisabilities

Ahead of International Wo-
men's Day on March 8, TOI spent ti-
me with Bushra and Divva at work.

Bushra, sitting with colleagu-
es with a dupatta gracefully dra-
ped around her head, said that her
work profile ranged from data ent-
ry to addressing gueries and grie-
vances over the phone, preparing
feedback reports onassistive devi-

cesand facilities provided to bene-
ficiaries and reporting on the
challenges to her seniors.

Her inclusion story comes full
circle everyv day during a 3.30pm
tea break with colleagues.

How does she get around the
place? Bushra pointed to the floor
that had tactile markers across
the office. That made walking aro-
und seamless for her;

Bushra's parents had to fight
hard to give her an education.
They also fought the mindset
among relatives and friends who
saw Bushra as a liability. “There
were people who suggested to my
father that he should consider en-
ding my life when I was an infant.
My father refused to buckle under
pressure,” Bushra said. “My pa-
rents had seen a lot of financial

hardship so they believed it was
important for me to study and be-
come financially independent,”
she said.

Her father, who once ran a
small general store, now works as
a truck driver. “*Whatever little 1
save, [ send it home. I wish I can so-
me dayearn enough tosupportmy
parents’ monthly expenses,”
Bushra said. She said that there

was a need for creating more op-
portunities for people with disabi-
lities in govt departments.

She knows she is a vital link
between the community and govt.
Bushra spoke about an instance
of a man from Rajasthan who
needed help with a dysfunctional
motorised tricycle. “1 comforted
him, flagged his grievance to my
seniors who immediately addres-
sed it. I also gave him numbers of
repair centres near his home so
that he can seek help in the futu-
re,” she said.

Divya, who hailsfrom Ranchiin
Jharkhand, uses a stick for support
when she walks, but takes the avai-
Iable public transport from Gurga-
on to her workplace every day.

The days after her back surge-
ry, whenshe was bedridden, areet-
ched in her memory. “The road to
recovery wasoverwhelming. That
year tested me in ways L had never
imagined. My parents and grand-
mother stood by me every step of
the way,” she said.

“It is okay to be scared or cry,”
she said. “But giving up should
not be an option. Today, I am pro-
ud, not just for how far I've come,
but because I have accepted my-
self thewaylam."”
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Kihl Luxus

Kihl Platin

Kihl Twist
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BLDC Fans

Ghar ki Shaan

Kiihl Galaxis Kuhl Windzz Kihl Ritzz Kuhl Glanz Kihl Brise Star Kuhl Arctis Kuhl Prima

Scan OR to e kil /"'""\ *Operates on: . « Kiihl fans are based on
G : ﬁﬂ Remote, Smartphone, Available () @) @ For Free Demo: 9582 123 456 BLOG technology and Eves

ﬂ BEE5 STAR cun.smnis Wi-fi/loT and Alexa Colours: wine srown Tesk www.kuhl.in E gy E] up to 65% electricity

t I;I# 0
L] B - - ==. am &
“@ Visit Kuhl Exclusive showroom at B-1, Near Aadhar Kendra, Galaxy Blue Sapphire Mall Greater Noida, for all Kuhl products. Phone: 9810166841, 9873637940. f“-:i': / ’fl'ﬁ;l.i'{h : « 30 W power as against 70 W
] - - ~
IF 'I"'I F' DELHI NCR: East Delhi: Express Trade com — 8178584102; Goyal Traders - 8506003003; « Central Delhi: Prabhat Electric Co. - 9871244651; » North Delhi: Gupta Brothers — *, B.E: .é_fh" ¥ of induction fans
u =

- E% 9953332945, Kansal Electricals - 9818817890, « South Delhi: Nextgen Marketing - 9971305594, Maharani Electricals - 9871311005; » West Delhi: Ishaan Traders — 9818300646; E;l::r.lﬂ'l:li ¢ loT Enabled

Tilak Trading Co. - 9971577565, Ginny Power House - 9810416166, Truebuy Mart Limited - 7011177802; - Gurugram: Beetle S Décor Private Limited - 9911668877, Digital Gadgets s L
- 9211111414; + Faridabad: New Samrat Electronics - 9953755255; « Noida: Sujosh Trading LLP - 9818569927; PR Electricals - 9650434569, Shiva Electricals - 9312251975 H‘:':etﬁ"t Di"if
» Greater Noida: RS Enterprises - 9990662618, - Ghaziabad: Sarla Distributors - 9540243660; Veekay Electricals and Electronics - 9999141264,

* High air flow

Buy Online on:

a =

* Low noise

e Attractive colours

For trade queries, please call 92-789-12345 or Email at trade@kuhl.in
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THE THRILL OF THE STADIUM
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME
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BUY ANY AC/COOLER

GE A RECONNECT
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Terms & Condithons Apply: General: Oflers are on setect brands & modeks gnly, Praduct viwals are far representational purpose saly OHers valid B9 stocks lase, MAP of all products & inclusive of all tawes, Creds f Debit Cards: Up o 106 insteant Discount on Leeding Bank Cards. Please reach aul 1o shore suscuthoe for mare detaits. Consumer Durabde Loars — Up o Bs 25000° Cathbiack oo AC & Rel- Uip be Rs 15,000 Cashback on AC of R 28,000 & abaove and upto As 25,000 off
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Priest sells temple land to Mandlr Trust

ttar Pradesh Police have registered a case against priest

Ramakant Pathak for allegedly selling the property of Naya
Anand Bhavan Temple in Ayodhya to Ram Mandir Trust through
fraudulent means. The complaint was filed by the temple’s
caretaker who claimed the property was an ancient religious
asset that couldn't be transferred for personal gains. Ramakant
was the temple priest in the past but removed because of his
alleged misconduct. Despite a 2016 court order that asked him to
vacate the temple premises, he stayed on and later conspired
with revenue officials to transfer the temple land to his name,
the complaint states. On Sept 21, 2024, he reportedly sold 21,198.8
sqft of temple land to Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra, the
Ram temple trust, for Rs 6 crore using forged documents.

STA

STICS A slice of life in numbers By Mudita Girotra

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru/ New Delhi: Kar-
nataka CM Siddaramaiah Fri-
day presented his record 16th
budget, allocating Rs 4,535
crore for minority welfare
programmes —an increase of
33% over Rs 3,409 crore last
vear—ignitinga political fire-
storm with BJP branding it
‘halal budget' and accusing
Congress govt of practising
“appeasement” politics.
However, a big takeaway
from the budget, with an out-
lay of over Rs4lakh crore, was
an increase in capital expendi-
ture by 25%, compared to 2%
last vear, Within capital expen-
diture, two biggest increases
are in public works (187% ) and
urban development (173%).
The CM made a specific men-
tion of Bengaluru, saying the
vearly grant of Rs 3,000 crore
being provided to the city will
beenhanced to Rs 7,000 crore.
The state economic survey
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DY CM SHINDE’S AIDE DROPPED FROM MAHA GOVT
THINKTANK; MOVE SEEN AS LIMITING HIS CLOUT

Sidda ups budget allocation for
schemes for minorities by 33%

‘Halal Budget’, Says BJP, Slams Govt For ‘Appeasement Policy’

7.4% GROWTH PROJECTED

» Karnataka's economy projected to
grow at 7.4%, higher than India's 6.4%

» Capital expenditure increased by
25%, total outlay of over Rs 4 lakh cr

> 34,535 crore for minority welfare
funds, 4% reservation for Muslims
in govt contracts up to Rs 2 crore

» Bengaluru's yearly grant doubled
to 7,000 crore

» Fiscal deficit contained at 2.9% of
state GDP, just below mandated limit

released Friday estimates that
Karnataka will grow by 7.4%
this fiscal, higher than India’s
growth of 6.4%. Agriculture
has made a turnaround be-
cause of good rains. Services
erew by 8.9%, higher than the
7.9% in previous fiscal. This
was led by IT-related services
that grew by 1L.1%. up from
10.2% in 2023-24. Despite the
higher capital allocations, Sid-
daramaiah has managed to
keep the fiscal deficit at 2.95%
of state GDPE just below the

limit mandated under Karna-
taka Fiscal Responsibility Act.

Among the schemes for mi-
norities in the budget is the re-
vival of “Shaadi Bhagya' in a
new avatar — which entails a
dole of Rs 50,000 to each eligi-
ble couple from economically
weaker sections — and intro-
duction of reservation for
Muslims in govt contracts up
to Rs2crore. Wagf minister BZ
Zameer Khan justified minori-
ties welfare schemes, saying
the allocation was “minimal”.

BJP spokesperson Anil An-
tony slammed the quota pro-
vided to minorities, saying it is
unconstitutional and a huge
deviation from the principles
of Dr B R Ambedkar who
strongly opposed reservations
based on religious grounds.
“Congress is now disregard-
ing its past credentials on so-
cial justice and is evolving into
a modern version of Jinnah's
Muslim League,” he added.

Antony, while accusing
Congressof minority appease-
ment, cited provisions made
in the budget, including Rs
6,000 per month for imams,
Rs150 crorefor developmentof
waqf properties in Karnataka,
reinstatement of the scrapped
4% Muslim guota and 4% res-
ervation in every govt con-
tract worth up to Rs 2crore.

BJP's Karnataka unit
posted onsocial media, *Scam
CM Siddaramaiah in Karna-
taka presents a halal budget
—appeasement at its peak.”

Huge dip in funds allocation for women’s

Another GBS
death takes

Teach engg, medicine
in Tamil: Shah to Stalin
amid language row

Times News NETwWORK

Chennai: Tamil Nadushould
offer the option of studying
engineering, medical science
or any other technical
course with Tamil as the me-
dium of instruction to bene-
fit those who lack proficien-
cy in English, Union home
minister Amit Shah suggest-
ed to CM M K Stalin on Fri-
day amid continued Centre-
state friction over the na-
tional three-language policy.
“This will not only em-
power the mother tongue but
also provide equal opportu-
nitiestostudentseducated in
Tamil medium schools,” he
said at CISF's o6th Raising
Day parade in Thakkolam.
Shah said he had been
talking about need for techni-
cal courses in Tamil for two
years, but the DMK govt was
still to initiate any such step.
The remark came a day
after Stalin demanded to
know why, unlike Hindi Di-
was, there was nosimilar cel-
ebration for any of the 21 lan-
guages included in the Con-
stitution’s Eighth Schedule.
On Friday, the CM fired an-
other salvo, terming the
Union govt's refusal to re-

Vi J

Shah's remark came a day after
Stalin demanded to know why,
unlike Hindi Diwas, there was
no similar celebration for any of
the other 21 languages in the
Constitution's Eighth Schedule

lease funds to the school edu-
cation department for oppos-
ingthe three-language policy
as “anattack on Tamils”.
Shah said the NDA govt
was walking the talk, refer-
ring to its initiative to con-
duct exams for recruitment
tocentral armed police forces
in 13 regional languages.
“Untill now, there was no
such provision. Hindiand En-
glish were the only options.
The Modi govt ensured job
aspirants could take theexam
in Tamil and other languag-
es inthe Eighth Schedule.”

29-yr-old trainee sub-inspector
dies during practice run in MP

Raipur: Atrainee sub-inspec-
tor collapsed during a prac-
tice run and died at Police A-
cademy in Raipur’s Chandk-
huri on Friday, barely a week

schemes, beneficiaries: Maha eco survey

Nisha.Nambiar@timesofindia.com

2 states account for
50% of smuggled gold

Gold Seized (kg, from 2021 to Oct 2023)

1,885 +

Pune toll to 12

Pune: A 38-vear-old man who
moved from Bengal to Punere-
cently died of Guillain-Barreé
Syndrome(GBS)this week, be-
comingthel12th casualty inthe
outbreak since the city’s first
case was detected Jan 9. The
last death linked to this rare
but treatable neurological in-

a 20% reduction in funding
{from Rs30.95crto Rs24.63cr).

Sakhi Nivas accommoda-
tions for working women
dipped 20%, from 5,483 to4,411.
Govt had recently announced
plans for more such homes.
Even Manodhairya Yojana,
which showed 13% rise in ben-
eficiaries — from 374 to 422 —

homes and protective homes
collectively served 4,527 wom-
en in 2024-25, 32% down from
6,654 the previous vear The
funding for these facilities
was slashed by 36%, from Rs
15.31 croreto Rs 9.82 crore.
The report states
that women counsel-
ling centres experi-

Pune: Maharashtra's Eco-
nomic Survey 202425 re-

leased Friday by deputy chief
minister and finance minis-
ter Ajit Pawar revealed an

I?

to a private hospital but he
was declared dead on arrival.

Rajesh’s name was on the
listof trainees who weretore-
ceive their appointment let-

alarmingdeclinein the
number of beneficiar-
ies and financial allo-

1,520

Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan,

Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Jammu &
iashmir, Ladakh

Kerala @

Maharashtra

cations across woms-
en's welfare schemes.
Shakti Sadan facili- %
ties, which provide re- E8
habilitation services to traf-
ficking victims and vulnera-
ble women, recorded a dra-
matic 57% drop in inmates —
from 3,902 in 2023-24 t0 1,672 In
the current fiscal. Similarly

enced one of the big-
oest funding cuts, with
. allocations reduced by
Pl 69% (from Rs 4.20 crore
to just Rs 1.32 crore), while
their beneficiarv count fell by
20% —from 25,734 to 18,322,
Protection services for do-
mestic violence victims saw a
17% decrease in no. of benefi-

saw 1its budget slashed 59%,
from Rs 48 crto Rs19.48 crore.

Thesurvey provides noex-
planation for the substantial
reductions across most pro-
grammes, raising serious
guestions about govt's com-
mitment to women's welfare
at a time when many advoca-
Cy groups report an increas-

fection was on Feb 19,

The

countrywide toll stands at 25.
The patient was treated at
Sane Guruji Hospital before
being shifted to Sassoon Hospi-
tal. He died on March 3, but the
cause of death wasn’t reported

by the

health department

until Friday Pune’s caseload
climbed to 225 with one more

into theregimen. He was 29.
Trainee SI Rajesh Kosari-
va’'s death has led his family
to question the pre-recruit-
ment medical tests, Rajesh
set off on the run with fellow
trainees but felt uneasy mid-
way and fell down. The other
runners helped evacuate
him. Hewas takentoanearby

ters from CM Vishnu Deo Sai
on March 10. His family has
demanded an probe into the
cause of his death. Rajesh’s
elder brother has raised con-
cerns over the physical tests
conducted during SI recruit-
ment, suggesting that if the
tests were done properly, his
“heart condition” might have

govt women hostels, shelter ciaries (from 11,722 to 9,704) &

ing demand for such services.

GBS-linked hospitalisation. T

hospital, which referred him

been detected earlier. vuw

King George’s Medical University

U.P, Lucknow
Notice No: 025/e-tender/Medicine/MS/2025  Date: 06/03/2025
E-Tender Inviting Notice

Online e-bids are invited on two e-bids systems latest
by 29.03.2025 at 5:00PM for the Rate contract of
Medicines from the manufactures or Distributors on
the terms and conditions as per tender documents.
The details of the tender can be viewed at

E o i e o

https.fetender.up.nm.m.
(Medical Superintendent)

3TIEUsS Uiae ebrruReE fesfdio

(Feeveraous FremTe @ IUEs) _
srdicrs srdlarn s1iFrreon fAga Baeon aves ssvigams

E-Mail: adckarnprayagiigmail.com
g-Frfden zy=en

farerer farereor woaes, suiwareT, SovraTs gy srearere oo, & aroid
e—-fTaer wwen 47/ fAofaoqo®io /2024—25 Td 48/ fAofomoso /

2024—25, STHEG o AT & |
audigd Ffagen «1 afte ased /g uva 249

www.uktenders. guvi noe e |
"oy (Al @ 24x7 9&TE A #9 www.upcl.org T% W”

it 260 / FoRooaro /ST i o7 /o0 /2005 STEGTOT SRR
m e WY 0 18004190405

STATE INSTITUTE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT DHARAMSHALA

VPO. Khaniara, Tehsil Dharamshala & District Kangra Ph. No. 01892-246036
Website:- www.sihmdharamshala.org (Email:- sihmdharamshala@gmail.com)

y ) King George’s Medical University

U.P., Lucknow.
Notice No.: 024/e-tender/Medicine/MS/2025
E-Tender Inviting Notice
Online e-bids are invited on two e-bids systems latest
by 21.03.2025 at 5:00 PM for the Rate contract of
Medicines from the manufacturers or Distributors on the
terms & conditions as per tender documents. The details of
the tender can be viewed at www.kgmu.org. Tender will
will be available on e-portal https://etender.up.nic.in.

(Medical Superintendent)

Date : 06.03.2025

RN RAILWAY

Invitation of tender through E-Tendering
(E-Procurement Systems)

The Divisional Enginaar-IV, Morthermn Railway, Dalhi Division for and an bahall of
Prasidant of India invites E-Tender on prescribed form for the following work

Mame of work

with its location

Hiring of Vehicles for day to day maintenance of track for two year in
the section of ADEN JHL.

Approx Cost of work

(1) Fs.1,38,99,938.90

Earmest Money

{1) Rs.2,20,000.00

Date and Time of submission
of tender and opening of tender

Bidding Start date for work na. Up to 18.00 hrs

opening of e-Tender at 18:30 hrs on 28.03.2025

on 07 03,2025

Website particulars, published e-tender notice
location etc. complete details of tender can be seen
and web site where the tender form can be downloaded

Above fender avarlable
on GEM site i.e
WY CETT]. OV

No, 128-W/260/Tender Notice/GEM/2025/8/6018105 Date ; 07.03.2025  739/2025

Serving Customers With A Smile

Applications are invited in the prescribed format for the consolidated recruitment of T T Ha“way
ﬁa E—ﬁ‘EE[ S_ﬁﬁ[ﬁ'm raa;,_m g‘[fEml:l‘[ the following post al the State Institute of Hotel Management, Dharamshala, H.F iﬁﬂ NTari a b S
e —— e ———————————— H i 5 {a‘raﬂ TR ﬁ "!ﬁ ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ‘rﬁ H.'a:ﬂ = E I[!I:.Tlm:.].:lur';iﬁ:‘: [N l}:hl |:1 Tllﬂ‘-:
R W, 01, AW -y, Ty P II AR, T 201508 Name Number | Category | Pay Scale Last Date Applicat Tal - D11-24106717, 24104525
ATHISE: www. qreaternmdaauthunly in 9-9#: authority @gnida.in ol Fost GEF cuts :?;:i?mmi i Eee == qﬁp‘ﬂm & I 99 e W :ﬁ (1) HIEII EHE‘iEﬁE O (= 2021, E‘“qul]il 44, 341'35“341? E”; q Tender No: 012454034
— e — 7T ( femrRi e ), Ees il ?ETIT-'II et ue 3= fafarr v =i T8 =3 407.10 s Hﬁmﬁ?ﬂ_ﬁr Subject: Procurement of Dala Layer
Z . §_ : Principal | 1 {Ona UR Rs. 73,B60/- 31.03.2025 | 1500/- : ;
THiE: AR/ (& ﬁﬁ“HE'V 2023, 581 Rei®: 07.03.2025 il | Ao (Consalidated 5,70,000.00 ( 2 ) ST Wt F W ferah ey feafers /21 4 S S 200 et it [ |Solution for Next Generation
g ST STV YT for a period of WeA 2,20,000.00 el # S feafey # 3w feeife  fasrr ¥ Al famir 25.03,2025 1 3190R 03.00 FHA T | |of indian Railways. Date of Closing:
AETEE® (A=) Tew Al et s miewer 5w e § monts) ST % = 21 e s ferga =T hitp: //sppp.raj.nic.in T8 BTE %1 985982 rajeduboard rajasthan. | |08.04.2025 (Tuesday) 15:30 hrs. Pre-
FETTAT fEEN, 1w AT W AN ?F_Erﬁm. HAET STHAT A He—alt Lecturer | 3(Threa) | UR H;. ztﬁ,ﬂﬂmi 31.03.2025 | 1000/- sov.in 9T == 31 Tl 5 UBN :- SEB2425 WSOB00052 Bid HMEEHI'I% on: . 18 .03.2025
W/ (§-FfeT ) /2025 /580 a1 07 /03 /2025 & MEMA ¥ Iewifa Pay 60% of Eranaryapur. Now. Beibl. Tondo:
TFH WET—01 W 11 76 & 1Y B s—Afasr s 1 A 8 1 wee o 43,000/- HPCS Documents may be downloaded from
g 9 e ATTEr HTI%IHTH ] JEHTEE: www.greaternoidaauthority.in 0¥ Eer!segtfzazﬂ we'é'ﬁ.“e ;'!"’“";‘”:EF'E-EI““-'“i For future
—fAfr fw 1d §-Pa httpsilletenderup.nicdn TR SuwEl ¥ | ol dhndonin e
:[ﬁtrﬁ-; e ; 341%1’-?&1 ﬁ—,ﬂ;‘-f 3 o T :ETHF*'E -Lflfll‘i" | For application forms, eligibility criteria, and other relevant details, please visit [ J M u N I CI PA I— CU R PO RATI ﬂ N c H A N D IGA R H b ichichoaidild i Sk
ﬂ:. N 2 L Wi sihmd hEIrEImShEIIEI-ng. III\ES”- ; E-TEN DEH, NDTIGE
#.1. & w1 A / a& afed ﬁmﬂ (=R Eligible candidates must apply using the prescribed application form. A Demand
Frsrfor aaf Draft of ¥1500/- or ¥1000/- (as per the respective post) in favour of the Principal, Sr. N of Work Bid Submission |Opening Technical
— — SIHM, Dharamshala, payable at Dharamshala, must be submitted along with the No. e ol Schedule (Online)| Bid (Online)
1. ey MH—-2 | WIS BT TUea] S d dEl | 6. 16.75 A application and required documents. The complete application must reach by EXECUTIVE ENGINEER - M.C.PH. Divi =
; iy March 31, 2025 (05:00 PM). | - M.C.FP.H. Division No.
T ATaETare © AR & &7 | (a9 Wihd —5) : : . . .
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HC quashes ED’s
Muda summons

to Sidda’s wife &
K'taka minister

Bengaluru: Karnataka HC
Friday quashed ED's sum-
mons issued against Karnata-
ka CM Siddaramaiah’s wife
Parvathi and minister By-
rathi Suresh in the alleged

TIMES NATION

Farm sector can't stay closed, ‘&’ﬁ;ﬁ “ﬁéﬁéﬁfﬁf
open it up, at least in part: US .

trade pact, says govt
‘India Needs To End Its Significant Amounts Of Arms Import From Russia’

Times News NETWORK
ers that govis can pull while
doing business with each oth-
er... India has historically

Family agrees
to Manmohan
memorial site

New Delhi: Former PM Man-
mohan Singh’sfamily hasac-
cepted the plot earmarked for
his memorial at the Rashtriva
Smriti Sthal, With this, decks
have been cleared for the me-
morial for Singh. A senior
hnusing and urban affairs
ministry  offi-

dia remains hopeful of reac-
hinganunderstanding with
the US on the tariff issue
in the next few weeks, or
before the April 2 deadline.

New Delhi: As US President
Donald Trump reiterated
thatreciprocal tariffsagainst

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: US commerce sec-

P Muda site scam. retary Howard Lutnick called bought significant amounts India and several other coun- Trump, however, again cial confirmed
Justice M upon India to open up the agri- of its military (equipment) tries would come into effect targeted India for being a that they have
Nagaprasanna cultural sector for trade, say- from Russia. We think that is  on April 2, govt said it was  “very high tariff nation™ as received aletter

said he followed ing “it just can't stay closed”. somethingthatneedstoend.”  working with the UStonego- hereiterated thatthe USreci- from Singh's

family and the
process to allot
lhe land will start soon.
Sources said Singh’s three
daughters, their husbands
and a former Union FM had
visited the proposed memo-
rial site. The plot measuring
around 900 square metre is ad-
jacent to the site earmarked
for former President Pranab
Mukherjee's memorial.
Officials said next in the
process would be the transfer
of land in the name of a trustto

procal tariffs will kick in on
April 2. “And the big one will
be on April 2, when reciproc-
al tariffs, soif IndiaorChina,
or any of the countries
that really... India is a very
high tariff nation,” he said.
Trump also said right
now, tariffs were “tempora-
ry and “smallones” but “the
predominant  tariffs” that
would bereciprocal innature
would start from April 2 and
they would be a “big game
changer for our country”.

tiate a mutually beneficial,
multi-sector Bilateral Trade
Agreement to strengthen
two-way trade between the
countries. The two govis are
in the process of advancing
discussions on the proposed
agreement, which was an-
nounced during PM Modi’s
visit to the US last month.
“Commerceand industry
minister (Pivush Goyal) was
in US and met his counter-
parts. Our objective through
the BTA is to strengthen and

Hethen went on tosay that
India was the ‘I in BRICS, the
group that also includes Bra-
zil, Russia, China and South
Africa, where Beijing had pro-
posed a comMmMoOn Currency,
something that Trump is un-
happy with, seeing it as an at-
tempt reduce importance of
the dollar, “These are the Kind
of things that don't create the
love and affection that we feel
deeply towards India. We
would like those things to end
and we would trade to be more

The farm sector has re-
mained a no-go area for govt
that has cited domestic sensi-
tivities, even as US has insist-
edongreater access for Amer-
ican nuts, fruits and poultry,
“Indian market for agricul-
ture has to open up... How you
do that and the scale by which
voudothat, may be, doguotas,
may be do limits. You can be
smarter when you have your
most important trading
pariner on the other side of
the table,” he said, indicating

a coordinate
bench’s  deci-
sion  wherein
similarsummonsissued by ED
toformer Muda commissioner
DB Natesh, was quashed.

The CM’s wife argued there
were “no required ingre
dients” to invoke the money-
laundering law against her
“I'm the wife of CM. Lhave mor-
al respansibility toensure such
allegations are doused. 1 re-
turned (the 14 sites, which trig-
gered controversy) to the right-

NO OPEN-ENDED LIEEEALISATIDH?

PM interested in tareef, not tariffs: Jairam

arendra Modiis only interested in *“tareef” and not concerned

with tariffs, Congress general secretary and spokesman Jairam
Ramesh said on Friday and wondered where is the PM's “56-inch
chest"” in dealing with the US threats on the reciprocal-tariff issue.
“Our prime minister wants to hear only ‘tareef (praise)’, he is not

ful authority,” she claimed. that the US acknowledged concerned about tariffs. ‘Tareef kum aur tariff pe baat kijiye (talk fair and we would like to cre-  deepen India-US two-way “Because we've been be set up in Singh’s memory.
Urban development minis- thatanopen-endedliberalisa-  aboutthe tariffs issue and less about your praise),” he said. rm ate an incredible and strong trade across the goods and ripped off by every country, The family has to propose and
ter Byrathi Suresh saidnothing tion may not be feasible. relationship with India,” the services sector, increase and now whatever they finalise the names of members

could connect him to the con-
troversy as he became a minis-
ter in June 2023, and the alleged
allotments took place in 2021,
ED claimed, apart from the
14 sitesallotted tothe CM's wife,
Muda had made similar other
illegal allotments as well. Tvn

While suggesting that In-
dia should “step out of the
model” he repeatedly called
for a bilateral deal, arguing
that a pact “with the largest
consuming economy in the
world” would be beneficial.

market access, reduce tariff
and non-tariff barriers, and
deepen supply chain inte-
gration between the two
countries,” MEA spokesper-
son RandhirJaiswal said.
According tosources, In-

Speaking at the India To-
day Conclave, Lutnick sought
a “grand deal™: “Let’s bring
India’'s tariff policy towards
America down, and America
willinvite India tohave really
an extraordinary opportuni-

ty and relationship with us.”

Responding to a question
on the larger India-US ties
amid too much emphasis on
trade and tariffs during
Trump's second term, he
gaid: “there are plenty of lev-

US commerce secretary said.
On China, he said; “China
has very high tariffs. Tariffs
we have put today is because
of opioid production... when
we get to April 2, we will talk
of a broader range of tariffs.”

charge us, they charge us 150
200% (and) we charge them
nothing. So whatever they
charge us, we're going to
charge them, and there’'ll be
nogettingoutof it. Sowelook
forward to April 2,” he said.

of the trust, which is likely to
be set up soon. Once the trust is
formed. the govt will transfera
one-time grant of Rs25lakh for
building the memorial. Central
Public Works Department offi-
cials have visited the site. tuw

Sita Soren’s PA tries to pull a gun on hﬁ;ﬂomgﬁ t;‘i;fr Photo mix-up in Shah
her after campaign funds dispute posters, B blames DMK

Myanmar pact
Chumdom Powd 8 Sand miners rough up woman tehsildar

New Delhi: Following reports
Sanjay Sahay | Tnn that two Myanmarese rebel
Sambhajinagar: A gang of six men manhandled awoman groups signed a merger pact re-
tehsildar (revenue official) when she tried to crack down on cently in the presence of Mizo-
alleged illegal sand-mining in Partur town of Maharashtra's
Jalnadistrict early Friday. A dash camerainstalled on tehsildar

Manipur search
op leads to 114
looted arms

Imphal: Security forces reco-
vered an assortment of 114 so-
phisticated guns, explosives
and ammunition during a co-
ordinated operation across
nine districts of Manipur on

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

HC dismisses

PIL on naming
of beedi brand

Prayagraj: Allahabad HC has
dismissed a PIL.challengingthe
branding and sale of a “beedi”
(tobacco product) by the name
“Shankar Parvati Chhap”.
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Dhanbad/Ranchi: Sita
Soren, Jharkhand CM He-
mant Soren’s estranged sis-

ram CM Lalduhoma, the Indi-
an govt said Friday state govis

Passing the order on
March5, the high courtdirect-

ter-in-law, had a close shave
Friday when a long-time per-

Pratibha Gore's car partially captured the six pushing the
51-year-old before fleeing the spot, reports Mohammed Akhef.

are not supposed to handle for-
eien policy. “We have seen some

Fridaytotrace weaponslostin
the mob looting spree target-

ed the petitioner, Adarsh Ku- sonal assist- Jalna SP Ajay Bansal said three of the men had been nabbed reportson thematter. Qur posi- ing state armouries during
mar, to seek legal remedies ant attempted  and their vehicles seized. “An FIR has been filed on the complaint tion on the situation in Myan- the first few weeks of the eth-
through proper channels topointaload-  bythetehsildar related to obstructing govt servant from duty,” mariswell known. I would also p nic conflict there,
rather than invoking a P1L. edpistolather Bansal said. Maharashtratehsildars' association has demanded like to reiterate that foreign The Army’s Spear Corps
The petitioner had urged at a hotel dur-  strong action against the gang. *Revenue staffers are the only policy issues do not lie within g ﬂEd 2 plamt wam pulu:e demanding sction agamst thnse et posted on X that a joint team
the court to restrain the mar- ing a dispute onesattacked foracting against the sand mafia,” said a member. the remit of the state govts,” Chennai: In a major embarrassment to BJF, posters to comprising military, CRPE,
keting of this beedi, which is over cam- said the MEA spokesperson. welcome home minister Amit Shah in Ranipet, Tamil Na- BSF and state police fanned
manufactured from Uttar Pra- paign funds tied to Lok Sabha  reinstated before assembly on possible reasons for my Myanmar’s anti-junta du, had photos of Tamil actor-director Santhana Bharathi out into Bishnupur, Senapati,

desh's Bhadohi, as it hurts re-
ligious sentiments by using
the names and images of Hin-
dudeities Shankar and Parva-
tialong with a religious logo.
UP govt, represented by ad-
vocate AK Goyal, opposed the
petition, arguing that no clear
violation of the law had been
demonstrated. “We do not find
anyvreason toentertain the pre-
sent petition purportedly in
public interest,” HC said.

and state polls, both of which
she'd lost asa BJP nominee,
Other supporters over-
powered PA Debashish Ma-
noranjan Ghosh. Later, cops
took him into custody and
seized the unlicensed pistol.
Both poll losses were at-
tributed to mismanagement
of campaign funds. Sources
close to Sita said Ghosh was
earlier removed as PA after
her LS poll debacle. He was

Thoubal, Jiribam, Chandel,
Churachandpur, Kangpokpi,
Imphal East and Imphal West
to recover stolen and illegally
held weapons. “The seizure
includes automatics, rifles,
pistols, improvised mortars,
IEDs, grenades, ammunition
and war like stores,” it said.
The operation was planned
after the deadline set by gover-
nor Ajav Kumar Bhalla for ci-
vilianstoreturnstolen and ille-
gally held weapons ended
March 6 with the surrender of
around 900 guns. Of the com-
bined loot of 6,000-0dd weap-
ons, less than half have been
recovered or returned. e

TRIBUTES

RATE CARD

polls last Nov. Ghosh, sources
said, was a long-time associ-
ate of Sita’s late husband
Durga Soren. After Durga’s
death in 2009, Sita took the
poll plunge to become an
MLA and since then, Ghosh
has been associated with her.

Sita was visiting Dhan-
bad for a wedding. “After at-
tending the event, I went to
the hotel to get some rest. A
discussion was taking place

(poll) loss. Ghosh was ma-
naging my funds and cam-
paigning. When we posed
questions, he could not an-
swer many. Suddenly, he put
hishand inthepocketinabid
to pull out the pistol, but oth-
erscaught him,” Sita added.

Sita had ended her 15
yvear-long association with
JMM following “family tus-
sles” and shifted allegiance
to BJP in March last year.

groups from Chin state — the
Chinland Council (CC)and the
Interim Chin National Con-
sultative Council — signed the
merger agreement in Aizawl,
according to the reports.

The govt has been closely
following the situation in
Myvanmar because of the likely
security implications arising
out of fighting between Myan-
mar's military and rebel forces
in areas close to the border. i

instead. Supportersof DMK and its allies quickly circulat-
editonsocialmediaasking when BJP cadres would under-
stand the difference between the two. Shah was in Thakko-
lam Friday to participate in 56th CISF Railsing Day event.
BJP state chief K Annamalai said the posters were the
handiwork of DMK men. “They are unable to respond to
our logical arguments on adopting three-language formus-
la.Henee, they aretryving to humiliate our leaders,” he said.
The posters were printed in the name of BJP state exec-
utive committee member A Arulmozhi, who denied any
knowledge of it. She said miscreants had putupthe posters
to embarrass her and BJE Arulmozhi told reporters the
name of the printer was missing from the posters, which
clearly exposed the mis-
chievous intent. Later,
shefiledacomplaint with
Ranipet SP demanding
stringent action against
those responsible. tww
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With profound grief and sorrow, we regret to inform the Z | NAVBHARAT TIMES (Delhi+NCR) 505
sad demise of aur beloved % [THE ECONOMIC TIMES (Delhi+NCR) 715

Smt. MADHU KAPOOR % | SANDHYA TIMES (Delhi) 100

(24/09/1952 - 06/03,/2025)

Chautha / Uthala
will be held at Gurudwara Pushp Vihar, New Delhi
on Saturday, 8 March 2025, from 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

In Grief:
Arun Kapoor (Hushand)

Tarun & Superna Kapoor (Son & Daughter-in-Law)
Anjali & Vikram Bhatia {Daughter & Son-in-Law)
Tania & Varun Jain [Daughter & Son-in-Law}
Kanishk, Vedant, Kavya, Saina, Shivaansh {Grandchildren)
M/s DMPRAKASH ARUN KUMAR

Katra Ishwar Bhawan, Khari Baoli, Delhi-110006
Ph: 9999786942, 9312628711

k *Placement on specified obit pages only. ® This rate benefit is extended up till
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To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

Vinod: 9958992088
Pankaj: 8130604721

@)
DEATH
In Loving Memory of ANNIVERSARY
Lt Col Jitendra Misra O.P. MEHTA )
22.05.1935-08.03.2021
We miss vyou every
moment in our lives.
Your values and

principles continue to
guide and inspire us. It
wasa privilege tosharelife's journey with you
and vou are in our thoughts and pravers
evervday. Remembered by Madhuri, Aditi
& Sharat, Ashish, Anu & Manish, Adva &

SAMIR GANGAHAR

FIRST NOVEMBER NINETEEN SIXTY NINE - SEVENTH MARCH TWENTY TWENTY FIVE

The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

We Miss You Everyday

Sorren, Sophie & Sanat, Ashman, Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours. On your 1st Death
LET'S ALL GATHER TO BID FAREWELL TO OUR SAM. Adreeja, Tarini, Emily and Georgia. Colleagues. With all those whose lives Anniversary
the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on, Vimal Mehta
FAMILY & FRIENDS when you share memaries, they stay on forever. And Family
Sh. S.K. Kapoor Publications ' | g To place an Obituary
(21.05.1926 - 08.08.2014) The Thes ot Indie Delhl/NCR i v announcement
LODHI ELECTRIC CREMATORIUM, NEW DELHI E:gﬂ:';:::?:“s:]ﬁ] : SR T o Remembrance ad

EIGHTH MARCH TWENTY TWENTY FIVE AT FOUR P M. Mramum 10 s
11 yvears ago,this day God
took wvou in his care.
Your values,ideals beliefs
continue to inspire us.
We dedicate our respect & remembrance.
Missed by:- Smt. Romila Kapoor (Wife) &
Entire Kapoor family. Thakar Dass & Co.(J)

K.R.S. Chemical Co. Phone: 9810050866

REMEMBRANCE S

Vo ®)

Forany information call
Vinod : 9958992088
Pankaj: 8130604727
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PM: Previous govts ignored poor,
‘garibi hatao’ was poII gimmick

‘NDA Govt Has
Brought 25Cr
Out Of Poverty’

Tives News NETwoRk

Surat: PM Narendra Modi
accused previous govis on
Friday of neglecting the
plight of the poor and using
the “Garibi Hatao” slogan
merely as a vote-grabbing
gimmick without bringing
any real change.

On a two-day visit to Guja-
rat, Modi addressed a gather-
ing in Surat’'s Limbayat after
participating in the Food Se-
curity Saturation campaign.
He began his tour by inaugu-
rating and performing a
eround-breaking ceremony
for development and infras-
tructure projects worth Rs
2,587 crore in Silvassa town of
the UT of Dadra and Nagar

PM at an event to launch the Surat Food Secrity Saturation Campaign

Haveli, including a 450-bed
NAMO Hospital.
Hesaidthose whofailed to
win even a single seat in re-
cent elections “wouldn't even
know how many zeroes were
are in Rs 32 lakh crore
{(amount disbursed as loans
under PM Mudra Yojana over
the past decade).” Modi said
the BJP-led NDA govt has lift-
ed over 25 crore people out of
poverty through various wel-

fare schemes launched in the
last 10 vears, “Jise Kkisi ne na-
hin puchha, use Modine puja
hai (Those ignored by all, Mo-
di has honoured them),” he
said.In a veiled dig at previ-
ous Congress govts, Modi
said, “For decades, people
were fed up with hollow slo-
gans of ‘Garibi Hatao’, These
slogans wererevived whenev-
er elections were near, but
poverty only deepened.”

Rahul bats for
Cong revamp

eader of the oppositionin

LS, Rahul Gandhi, proposed
on Friday that Congress
implement a complete revamp
of the party’s organisational
structure and this should
kickstart from Gujarat. Rahul,
who was in Ahmedabad ahead
of AICC’s convention next
month, made this proposal ata
meeting with Gujarat PCC
office-bearers. Tun

Modi said that 10 vears

ago, nearly five crore bogus
ration cards were in circula-

tion, allowing a nexus of loo-
ters to siphon off food meant

for the poor. “We cleaned up
this mess, deleted those fake

beneficiaries, and linked the

entire system with Aadhaar
cards to ensure that every
grain reaches the rightful
beneficiary,” he said.

- Will fix duplicate EPIC number
issue before Bihar polls, says EC

Working closely
with US for Rana
extradition: MEA

andhir Jaiswal, spokes-
l{ person of external af-

fairs ministry, said on
Friday: “You would have seen
US President Donald Trump's
comments regarding the ex-
tradition of Tahawwur Rana.
The joint statement also re
flects this sentiment. We are
working closely with the US
govt to complete the neces-
sary formalities to allow for
hisextradition toIndia.”

US SC Associate Justice
Elena Kagan, whoserves asthe
Circuit Justice for the Ninth
Circuit which had earlier up-
held Rana's extradition, reject-
ed his “emergency application
for stay pending litigation of
petition for writ of habeas cor-
pus”. “Application...denied by
Justice Kagan,” the US SC web-
site said in a terse announce-
ment, without elaborating.

Ranahasfought theextra-
dition for almost four vears,
purportedly with help from
the Pakistaniestablishment,
which is loath to give up
one of their own because of
the precedent 1t would set.

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission, responding to con-
cernsraised by some politi-
cal parties regarding dupli-
cation in electors photo
identity card (EPIC) num-
bers, announced on Friday
that it would resolve the
“decades-old issue” within
the next three months.

Sharing that a recent
sample inquiry of over 100
electors had revealed those
with duplicate EPIC num-
bers to be genuine electors,
EC said it has, following de-
tailed consultations with
technical teams and thecon-
cerned chief electoral offi-
cers (CEOs), set a three-
month timeframe to ensure
the allotment of a unique
national EPIC number to
the existing electors having
duplicate EPIC number and
toall future electors.

The three-month dead-
line — which will ensure
that all duplicate entries are
corrected before next as-
sembly poll becomes due in
Bihar was fixed as the

Just 90 appeals were filed — all
in Maharashtra — during the
last summary revision

number of duplicate EPIC
issued across the country
was found to be small.

EC reiterated that “irre-
spective of an EPIC num-
ber, an elector linked to the
electoral roll of a particu-
lar polling station can cast
his vote at that polling sta-
tion only .” Given that EPIC
is issued to a voter solely on
the basis of hisinclusionin
the electoral roll and any
changes can be made dur-
ing the annual or pre-poll
roll updation, followed by a
two-stage appellate proc-
ess, it revealed that just 90
appeals— including 89filed
with district election offi-

cer, the first appellate au-
thority, and one with chief
electoral officer (CEQ), the
second and final appellate
authority were filed
across the country at the
last annual summary roll
revision taken up between
Aug 7, 2024 and Jan 10, 2025,
All the 90 appeals were
filed in the sole state of Mah-
arashtra. Though TMC has
been at the forefront of flag-
ging cases of duplicate EPIC
numbers allotted to voters in
West Bengal, the state did
not see a single appeal being
filed with the concerned
DM/DEQ or the state CEQ.
Explaining the reason
behind the duplication , EC
sald that since the allotment
of EPIC series in the vear
2000 to the states/UTs, some
electoral registration offi-
cers (EROs) did not use the
correct series. “The issue of
allotment of duplicate num-
bers due to incorrect series
across states/UTs could not
have been detected as the
states/UTs were independ-
entlv managingtheelectoral
roll databases,” it clarified.

Naveen, KCR,
Jagan also on
Stalin’s list
of invitees

b Continued fromP1

delimitation is a blatant

assault on federalism,
punishing states that ensured
population control and good
governance by stripping away
our rightful voice in Parlia-
ment. We will not allow this
democratic injustice!” Stalin
postedon X. “l propose an inau-
gural meeting on March 22 to
chart our collective course for-
ward,” he wrote,

Ex-CMs K Chandrasekhar
Rao (Telangana), Naveen Pat-
naik (Odisha) and Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy (AFP) were also
on Stalin's mailing list.

The delimitation exercise,
originally anticipated after the
20831 census, could now take
place earlier than expected,
with the 2021 census having
been delayed. If 1t is conducted
per the next census outcome,
states that controlled their pop-
ulation and achieved superior
governance indicators would
potentially have their repre-
sentation reduced in the forum
where national policies are de-
termined, Stalin said.

“Once implemented, this
democratic imbalance could
persist for decades, leaving our
states with diminished capaci-
ty to advocate our people’s in-
terests, secure rightful re-
sources, and influence critical
national decisions,” he said,
adding that he wasn't just op-
posing delimitation but also its
alleged weaponisation against
states that did nothing wrong.

Stalin said BJP functionar-
ies vaguely stated that delim-
itation would beona “prorata”
basis. “When the very founda-
tion of our democracy is at
stake, can we accept such
vague assurances? When our
states’ future hangs in bal-
ance, do we not deserve a
transparent dialogue?” Stalin
said. He said the delimitation
“issue” transcended individu-
al state concerns and struck at
the heart of federal principles.

“We must jointly develop al-
ternatives that preserve our
current representation in per-
centage terms. Only through
collaborative analysis and uni-
fled advocacy can we hopeto se-
cure a delimitation process
that honours our role in nation
building without compromis-
ing on our current level of rep-
resentation,” the CM wrote.

5 1 “The Union govt's plan for
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ry Redefined

Can’t you find a safe house in
-~ Delhi, judge asks Agusta accused

»Continued fromP 1

™ hristian Michel
( James was extradited
4 from the UAE in 2018

in Rs 3600-crore money laun-
dering case registered
by ED. Later in the day,
the court imposed the
necessary bail condi-
tionsforreleasing him.

After James asked
the court to talk in pri-
vate, the judge sent the
mediapersonsand police out-
side the courtroom.

Earlier this week, while
granting him bail, HC said it
was an exceptional situation
where the accused was in
custody for over 6.2 years but

the frial had not yet com-
menced due to incomplete in-
vestigation, On Feb 18, Su-
preme Court had granted
him bail in arelated CBI case

subject to terms and condi-

tions decided by the
trial court.

In both cases, the
8 court directed James to
8 furnish a personal bond
& and surety of Rs 5 lakh
I each, at which James
said, “How can a person who
has been in jail for six years
produce local sureties?”

When James said that he
did not want to be released on
bail, the judge said, “Can’t vou
find a safe house in Delhi?”

James was eXtradited

from Dubai in Dec 2018 and
was subsequently arrested
by CBIand ED.

James is among the three
alleged middlemen being
probed in the case, and the
other two are Guido Haschke
and Carlo Gerosa,

CBI, in its chargesheet,
claimed an estimated loss of
398.21 million euros (about
Rs 2,666 crore) to the exche-
guer due to the deal that was
signed on Feb 8, 2010, for the
supply of VVIP choppers
worth 556.262 million euros.

The ED chargesheet filed
against JJamesinJune2016al-
leged he received 30 million
euros (about Rs 225 crore)
from AgustaWestland.

Court acquits
6UPcopsin
'07 encounter

Lucknow: A Lucknow spe-
cial CBl court on Friday ac-
quitted six UP police per-
sonnel accused of Killing a
Budaun native in an al-
leged fake encounter in
Bareilly in June 2007, citing
lack of evidence, reports
Pathikrit Chakraborty.

Police had claimed Mu-
kul Gupta, 26, was partof a
gang going to rob a bank
and when they intercepted
their vehicle, the men in-
side openedfire,

During retaliatory fir-
ing, Gupta was killed.

| Vijayee bhavall
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ASK MANY QUESTIONS

A thought for today

Sometimes, if vou wear suits for too long,
it changes vour ideology

JOE SLOVO

Dress Down

What should Zelenskyy wear to next Trump meet?

don’'t know if the principals will be there, but if they are,

Team Zelenskyy meets Team Trump in Saudi next week. We

Zelenskyy will likely swallow his pride. He's said he wants to
“make things right” with US. Does that mean a suit? Trump clearly
has a beef about Zelenskyy’'s military-casual look. “You're all dressed
up today,” he said as Zelenskyy bounced out of a made-in-America
SUV at White House on Feb 28. Hisminions rubbed it in thereafter. A

rightwing media reporter asked, “Why don't you wear a suit’

-I'I:I-H'

Zelenskyy’'s reply is now a T-shirt legend in Ukraine: “I'll wear the

‘;1. f "‘Ii|| :._= J

hﬁlﬂf; « SUIT
\‘Kﬁﬁ STOF %

costume when this war isover.”

But to end the war, Zelenskyy needs a
deal. Wearing a suit may be a convenient
first step towards it. But does he really need
to? Mahatma ditched his suit for a loincloth,
“to identify myself with the poorest of the
poor in India”. Nor did he slip back into a
suit for his Buckingham visit. George V
rolled hiseyves-sowhat? Hisgreat-grandson,
Charles III, politely welcomed an ‘unsuited’
Zelenskyy in Feb 2023, July 2024, and again
last Sunday. Trump should also smell the

coffee. The doers have hung up their suits. What Steve Jobs started,
Zuckerberg, Altman and the other tech bros have regularised.
Trump’sright hand, Elon Musk, wears printed tees —one said ‘Tech

Support’
Downing Street interview.

to Oval Office. Last yvear, Sunak wore trainers during a

Doing what others do, and expect of you, is conformity. Trump-
Vance wants to put “ungrateful” Zelenskyy in a suit. Last time, they
told him to “come back when he'sready”. But the question on Ukraine’s
streets is, “Will Russia stop killing Ukrainians if weall wear suits?”
Nyvet. Likewise, the deal depends on substance, not Zelenskyy's

style. He should be himself.

One For Nice Guys

Kiwis are a marvellously different cricket team

differences between cricket in Australia and New Zealand;

ﬁ ustralian cricket legend Dean Jones had this to say about the

“When kids in Australia come back home after playing cricket,
their dads ask, ‘Did you win?’ But with Kids in New Zealand, it’s
always‘Did vouhavefun? " Thisperhapsexplains why Kiwisarethe
perennial nice guys of cricket. Despite being one of the most consistent
cricketing sides, Black Caps have always worn their success lightly.
They will again feature in a major ICC final tomorrow as they take

on India in the 2025 Champions Trophy decider.
India, according to pundits, are favourites.
But that won't bother Mitchell Santner and
his men - they have always been unassuming
underdogs.

Cricketers across generations will affirm
that the Kiwis are just impossible to dislike.
Recall how they lost out on winning the 2019
ODI World Cup on aridiculous boundary rule
after both they and England got tied scores in

normal time and super overs. Any other team would have throwna
hissy fit. But not Kiwis. For them cricket is not only about winning.
New Zealand Cricket actually has a nationwide programme called
Smash Play Junior-Tamariki for 5-12-yvear-olds that promotes fun
and values such as honesty, camaraderie and mutual support.
Thus, in a cricketing world where winning and commercial
interests powerfully, sometimes toxically, combine, it's lovely to
have ateam that plays hard butdoesn’t take itself too seriously. And
as their 2021 World Test Championship victory showed, nice guys

don’t always finish last,

Why Even Sky Isn’t
The Limit For CEO Pay

Blame their aura, clout, and firms’ inflated stock values

tarbucks’ new CEQ Brian Niccol
earned $96mn for four months’
work last vear when his US
baristas earned only $18 an hour,
on average. The hourly differential is
mind-boggling. But Nieccol is no
outlier. The median compensation for
S&P500 CEOs touched $516.3mn in
2023. In tandem, the pay gap with
‘median’ employees—suits, not baristas,
in Starbucks’ case - also grew from
185 times in 2022 to 196 times in 2023.
Nobody doubts that inequality has
been growing since 1970s, but why? If
it is money-grubbing, how do top
managers justify 1it, Alexander
Pepper asks in his book If You're So
Ethical, Why Are You So Highly
Paid?
Some say vertigi-

and the question is, what part of the
change is objectively, guantifiably;
the new CEQ’s contribution? Nobody
knows.

You may argue that these changes
were all due to the CEQ. But consider,
how can the new CEO of a carmaker;
sitting in the HQ, influence customer
service at a faraway workshop? There's
a good deal of delegation, and some of
the best ideas come from unsung
managers down the chain.

A more plausible explanation — not
justification — for soaring CEO pay is
that the chiefs are part of rarefied
social circles. Pepper sayvs board
members feel closer to them than to
shareholders, and so are inclined to
reward them hands-
omely. Unlike line
workers, with whom

nous CEO pay merely
reflects the decision

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

salary negotiators

of market forces, They
are not ‘overpaid’
because earning more
than they deserve
would be inefficient,
and free markets hate
inefficiency.  Others
say CEO pay is an
example of econo-
mic ‘rent’ — they are
paid way more than
the minimum they
would be willing to
accept. We'll come to
the first view later,
So, how are super
managers able to
extract economic rent? Is it because
they are scarce? When corporate
profit zooms under a new CEQ -other
things remaining unchanged - isn't it
fair to attribute the increase to them?
In which case, it would be fair that a
part of the increase goes to them. The
problem with this idea, Pepper points
out, is that profits cannot increase if
other things remain unchanged. A
new CEQcomesin, butworkersaren’t
enthused, productivity doesn’t change,
the product doesn't get better, no
extra effort is put in to sell it...It's
impossible then for sales and profits
to zoom. So other things have changed,

feel no affinity,
CEOs are insiders.
But obliging one of
vour own has social
costs. As worker pay
remains stagnant,
there’s bound to be
some outrage. Firms
have a workaround
for this - camoufla-
ging executive pay so
that only a financial
whiz can ascertain
the real compensa-
tion. For example, a
large chunk of CEO
pay is delivered as
shares, but since it's not ‘money in
hand’, CEOs don’t value it very
much. Result: they ask for a lot more
of ittofeel satisfied, and that inflates
the bill.

Coming back to the market forces
point of view, let's say the supply of
CEOsislimited, and someof them are
significantly better than others. Asa
firm, how do you attract the best? By
offering 10-20% above a‘normal’ CEQ
pay, or throwing money to get them at
any cost? Pepper says saving money
herecould amount to being penny-wise
but pound-foolish, Nobody wants to
look foolish.

QUESTION ALL ANSWERS

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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That Sadly Uncracked Glass Ceiling

On Women’s Day, let’s note how tough it’s for Indian women to get the top jobs

Ratna Sahay

Amongthemanyachievementsof G20
under India's leadership in 2023 was
their specific commitment to promote
| women-led development. This commit-
ment went beyond the general catchall
of advancing “women's economic

empowerment”,.

It signalled an increasing recognition by world’s top
leaders that promoting full, equal, effective, and meaning-
ful participation of women in the economy as decision-
makers benefits society multidimensionally,

What are these benefits? Where's theevidence?
What is India's record in promoting more
women to the top? What are the hindrances, and
what more can be done?

Women in leadership posts | Countries that
have embraced gender diversity in decision-
making have witnessed better economic and
financial performanceof theireconomiesand
companies,

Women leaders in politics also enhance social
development. Those in the corporate sector
contribute to inclusive workplace policies, fostering a
cultureof fairnessand equity.

In our research paper, co-authors Benedict Clements,
Huy Nguven, and [ find that in a sample of about 120
countries, higher share of women in parliaments and
cabinet positions raises govt health spend, both as
shareof GDP and as ashareof total spend.

Greater representation of women in pelicymaking
has positive effects on social outcomes, such as infant
mortality rates, access to basic water services, and
upper secondary school enrolment rates.

Studies conducted by Esther Duflo (Nobel laureate in
2019) and her co-authors during 2004-09find that female
political leadership in Indian villages has several societal
benefits. It positively influences adolescent girls’ career
aspirations and educational attainment. Female leaders
invest more in infra. Exposure to women leaders impro-
ves perceptions about their effectiveness and weakens
stereotypes about gender roles, while women are also
more likely to stand for, and win, elected positions.

The corporate sector, too, benefits. An IMF global
study reported that a higher share of women on

firms is associated with higher profitability and lower
debt-equity ratio. When such firms hire women in top
management positions as well, employee ratings and
sentiment scores are also higher:

Why are women in India not breaking the glass ceiling? |
India still hasalong way togo inachieving gender parity
in policymaking. As of 2024, women held 14% of Lok
Sabha seatsand 15% in Rajva Sabha, and occupied less
than 7% of ministerial positions. This places India far
behind the emerging market and developing economies’
average of 23% for parliamentary positions and 20%

Liday Deb

for ministerial positions.
However, India’s grassroots political representation
presents a4 more encouraging picture, Reservation for

commercial bank boards and supervisory
positions goes hand-in-hand with lower

#CancelPatriarchy

women in panchayati raj institutions (PRIs)
ranging from 33% to 50% has led to 1.4mn

non-performing loans and greater finan-
cial stability A cross-country study of fintech firms
also finds that gender diversity on executive
boards improves firm's performance in terms of
funding obtained and revenues earned.

In a recent paper on India, my co-authors and I find
that having at least one woman on the board in NSE-listed

elected women representatives, enhancing
gender balance in policymaking at the local level.
Companies Act (2013) played a pivotal role in
increasing representation of women on boards in the
corporate sector. Between April 2014 and April 2015, the
share of women rose from about 5% to nearly 10%. As
of April 2023, women held nearly 16% of board positions

and 22% of top management positions, according to
PRIME Database. This progress, while commendable,
still falls short of global averages.

Challenges women face in rising to the top | Several
factors contribute to the underrepresentation of women
in Indian politics. They face higher levels of harassment,
threats, and violence, and patriarchal norms and societal
stereotypes remain deeply entrenched. Even when
women are elected to political office, decisions are often
influenced or controlled by male family members, under-
mining their autonomy, Financial barriers exacerbate the
problem, Women candidates often struggle to secure the
funding needed for political campaigns.

What constrains women from rising to the
top in corporate sector? While women's
education levels are pretty much at par with
men in India, female labour force participation,
according to the latest PLFS survey at nearly
42% is substantially lower than those of men at
about 79%. A major factor preventing women from
joining the labour force is the disproportionate
burden they carry at home of unpaid household
duties besides child and elderly care responsibilities.
If women don’t join the workforce or many drop out

after children are born, the pipeline of senior women
shrinks substantially

A path forward | Govt policies, corporate initiatives, and
societal change must work in tandem to dismantle
barriers for women.

To increase female labour force participation and
prevent women from exiting the labour force, govt
regulation and corporate policy should formalise part-time
employment, as is common in advanced economies. This
means that part-time employment is at par with full-time
employment in terms of job security, medical coverage,
and other benefits. School and college curricula should

incorporate leadership training programmes.

The corporate sector could also set targets for
women in C-suite positions, introduce mentorship
programmes, and gender bias training. Finally,

more equitable burden sharing of unpaid care between
men and women and ensuring the safety of women
through effective implementation of legal protections
against violence and anti-harassment policies should
take centre stage,

Creating professional linkages between successful
elected women leaders and sharing of peer experiences
at the village level can be a step towards addressing the
control by male family members. Parliament passed the
women'’s bill for 33% reservation of seats in Lok Sabha
and state assemblies. Its implementation is put off till after
delimitation, which will happen only after Census is
held. It is never too soon for gender parity in legislatures.

The writer is Professor, NCAER. Views are personal

Decoding 6K-Year-Old Language Can Bury Modern Myths

Work by an Indian cryptographer on the still-undeciphered Indus Valley script suggests Sanskrit may
have been the root language. If true, it questions Aryan invasion theory as well as the north-south divide

Brishti Guha

Yajnadevam, aka Bharath Rao, is a
rare cryptographer — among epigrap-
hists, archaeologists, linguists etc -
who can claim to have cracked the code
to deciphering the Indus Valley script.
The earliest pottery with Indus seript
symbuols dates to 4,000 BCE. Ever since, the Indus script
has resisted attempted decipherments.

Many ancient seripts were deciphered using bilingual
or trilingual inscriptions. Champollion’s decipherment
of Egyptian hieroglyphics was based on the fact that
the Rosetta Stone (found during Napoleon’s invasion of
Egypt) had the same Greek names written in ancient
Greek and hieroglyphics.

Another famous decipherment was due to Henry
Rawlinson, who travelled to the Zagros Mountains, where
there was a trilingual inscription in old Persian
cuneiform, Elamite, and Sumerian. Risking his life,
Rawlinson climbed the sheer cliff and accurately copied
the inscription, using his knowledge of Persian to also
ultimately decipher the Elamite and Sumerian scripts.
Closer home, a breakthrough in decipherment of the
Brahmiscript was made using a bilingual coin minted by
the Indo-Bactrian king, Agathocles. The coin had hisname
in Greek on one side, and in Brahmi on the other However,
Indus inscriptions were never conveniently accompanied
by another identical message ina known script.

Yajnadevam used cryptography, building on a 1945
paper by Clande Shannon, father of modern information
theory. During WWIIL, Shannon was asked to determine
how to make secret codes unbreakable. Shannon found
that all codes could be broken once enough coded
messages had been read. Moreover, reading enough
text ensured that the solution found was unique.

Most previous attempts at deciphering the Indus
script involved assigning values tovery short inscriptions.
However, when the same symbols occurred in longer
inscriptions, the assigned values would fail to result ina

meaningful phrase - resulting in decipherers assigning a
different possible meaning to the same symbols once they
occurred in longer inscriptions. Thus, the number of
possible solutions kept going up as more messages were
read, soacorrect solution was elusive.

Rao's first task was to hypothesise a language for the
Indus script. He was able to rule out “agglutinative
languages”, that include Dravidian languages, and
ancient middle eastern or near eastern languages like
Sumerian, Elamite, and Hittite. This was because of
mismatches between the pattern these languages
follow, and the pattern of the Indus symbuols.

First, the Indus script had cases where the same
symbol was repeated three times consecutively. This
never occurred in agglutinative languages. But it did
occur in old Vedic Sanskrit (for instance, jajaja which
means “1 fought™).
Second, agglutina-
tive languages never
had compound words
composed of more
than tworoot words,
while the Indus
script  had such
words, as does
Sanskrit.  Third,
agglutinative lang-
uages had prefixes
or suffixes that
couldn't exist as
separate wordsand
that were always
joined to the root
word inafixed order:

However, the
Indus script had possible prefixes and suffixes
also occur as separate words, and occurred in
different positional order in different inscriptions.
This was inconsistent with agglutinative languages,
but consistent with Sanskrit.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Thus, Yajnadevam started hisdecoding taking Sanskrit
to be the language of the Indus script. By using code-brea-
king methods - identifying the symbol with highest frequ-
ency, then the symbol that occurs most frequently alongside
it, inasequenceuntil all symbolsare identified - heassigned
valuestothesymbols, He found the assigned values resulted
in meaningful words, grammatically correct expressions.
He was able to decipher enough to satisfy Shannon’s
threshold for uniqueness.

Per Rao, his decoding makes it possible to read
inscriptions in Sanskrit. Equally, it would not be possible
to read the entire body of Indus inseriptions using a
different language. Inscriptions mention deities, havans,
horses. food. There aremessages where the writer men-
tions the ocean is his home. This bears out archaeological
evidence and Sumerian accounts of extensive interna-

tional trade during Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC).

Yajnadevam compared each Indus symbol with
the symbol producing the same sound in Brahmi, to
find physical similarity. This, coupled with the existence

of mixed inscriptions containing both Indus and
Brahmi script, showed, he says, that Brahmi had
evolved from the Indus script.

How does this decipherment change our view
of history? First, themaintenet of the Arvaninvasion
theory is that steppe invaders brought Sanskrit into
the country sometime around 1,500 BCE. They then
imposed their culture, religion, and this language
(Sanskrit) on us. However, Rao’s decipherment
suggests that Sanskrit was not only being spoken,
but even written, back in 4,000 BCE.

Second, part of the north-south divide rests on
the Arvan invasion theory, which says northerners

are descended from steppe invaders who drove away
the original IVC inhabitants, who became ancestors of
southerners. Yajnadevam's study, by establishing
linguistic, cultural, and religious continuity of our
civilisation. destrovs these theories.

The writer is associate professor; School of International
Studies, JNU
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Sacredspace

We need a
nucleus of men
inwhom Shakti
is developed to
its uttermost
extent. in
whom it fills every corner of
personality and overflows to
fertilise earth.

Sri Aurobindo
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Gender Privilege Violates Cosmic Justice

Ullhas Pagey

UN report savs only 87 countries
Ahm@ ever had a woman ]eader

Globally, women make up 23% of
cabinet members, only 27% lead ministries,
and 36% hold positions in local legislatures.
The idea of ‘balance’ is afallacy There isno
balance when oneside has held power for
millennia. We need a reckoning, a radical
redistribution of power, a dismantling of
the foundation upon which this unequal
world has been built,

We must challenge ingrained biases,
subtle acts of misogyny, casual sexism
that permeates our daily lives. We must
hold men accountable for their complicity
in a system perpetuating inequality.
More than apologies; we must demand
action. We must rewrite rules, redefine
boundaries, and create a world where
women are not just equal but sovereign.

At the core of patriarchal system lies
a fundamental misperception of reality;
based on gender and distorted under-
standing of the Divine, often projecting
masculine attributes onto the Supreme,
while relegating feminine gualities.

Ancient wisdom speaks of the cyclical
natureof time, ebb and flow of
power. Women are daughters of
Lilith, inheritors of Kali,
reclaimers of Inanna, -
Mesopotamian goddess of
love and war, Our future is
equitably human, and the
first step is dismantling
unequal status quo. Froma
spiritual lens, patriarchy is
antithetical to principles of
oneness, and equality Upa-
nishads, Bhagwad Gita, and other spiritual
texts emphasise cosmic unity of all
beings, However, centuries of patriarchal

justice.

#CancelPatriarchy

distortion have overshadowed this
wisdom, relegating women to margins of
social and spiritual recognition.
Deconstructing patriarchy; therefore,
involves reclaiming this reverence and
ensuring that women are seen as
harbinger of spiritual and social
prosperity. Lawof karm, a
cornerstone of Indicspirituality,
, asserts that all beings are born
o% intotheir respective condi-
tions based on their past
vasnas or inherent nature,
not their gender: To privilege

TTSFE AKING TREE one ge_nder over anmth_er isa

violationof this cosmic

Hence, patriarchy
becomes an act of collective
igmorance. Overcoming it is, therefore,
anactof collective spiritual awakening
recognising that women are equal

co-travellers on the path to liberation.
Furthermore, ahimsa, nonviolence,
extends much beyvond physical harm to
include emotional and systemic violence.
Practices such asfemale infanticide,
child marriage, and denial of education
to girls are gross violations of ahimsa.
In Indian tradition, women are
regarded as an embodiment of ‘Saraswati’,
goddess of wisdom. Toeducatea girl isto
honour Saraswatl. Cancelling patriarchy
demands that we move beyond mere
rhetoric and recognise women as torchbe-
arers of wisdom and harmony in society.
The call to cancel patriarchy isnota
polite request. It is a demand for complete
annihilation of asystem that has thrived
on degradation and erasure of women.
We must reject false dichotomy of victim-
hood and empowerment, recognising
that true power lies inour collective
strength and our refusal to be silenced.




Luxury Homes: Prices
Soar, Space Wanes

ith $1 million,

buyers can purchase
3,982 sqft in Bengaluru,
2,238 sqft in Delhi,
and 1,065 sqft in Mumbai

TIMES BUSINESS

* THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELRHI | SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 202

According to Knight
Frank's The Wealth
Report 2025, global
luxury residential

property values
experienced a 3.6%

Seoul, with an 18.4% Yoy
rise, led the rankings

I Annual change in %

Annual price change (2023 - 2024)

Delhi is ranked 18th, South
a significant jump Korea
driven by a 6.7%
yoy growth in luxury k.
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Mumbai follows at -
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Sebi to focus on enhanced
transparency: Chief Pandey

‘Accountable Regulatory Framework Fosters Clarity In Mkt’

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Markets regulator
Sebi will endeavour to en-
hance transparency about
its working including board
disclosures, its chief Tuhin
Kanta Pandevsaidon Friday.
“Trust and transparency are
crucial not only for regula-
ted entities but also for func-
tioning of Sebi as well. A
transparent and accountab-
le regulatory framework fos-
ters confidence and clarity
in the market,” Pandey said
in his first public speech, af-
tertakingoverasthellth chi-
ef of Sebion March 1.
Pandey, a career bureau-
crat, replaced Madhabi Puri
Buch who completed her
three-yvear tenure on Feb 28.
In mid-2024, now closed US-
based short-seller Hinden-
burg Research had alleged
that Buch had coniflict of in-
terest in Sebi's investiga-
tions into the Adani group’s
alleged corporate malfea-
sance because of her previo-
us investments in the same

In His First Public Speech...

ideas on this

Tuhin Kanta Pandey | CHAIRMAN, SEBI

A well-regulated market instils confidence amaong

investors, ensuring fair and efficient capital
allocation. Regulatory bodies, market participants,
and corporates must uphold the highest standards
of governance, disclosures and ethical practices

&8 Capital market is a dynamic space, so change |
is imminent...If some statutes are redundant
and outdated over the years and not
serving any purpose, we are happy
to review the same. We are open to

overseas fund in which Ada-
ni had investments. Buch
and the Adani group had de-
nied all the allegations.
Calling “trust and trans-
parency’ as the pillars of a
healthy capital market, Pan-
dev said for sustainable capi-
tal market growth, maintai-
ning trust and transparency
in the financial ecosystem
was paramount. “A well-re-
gulated market instils confi-
l'lE']'It,‘,t—! AIMOng ill‘n-’EHt(}I'H, erl-
suringfairand efficient capi-
tal allocation. Regulatory bo-

dies, market participants,
and corporates must uphold
the highest standards of go-
vernance, disclosures, and
ethical practices.”

Pandey also said that en-
hanced transparency in re-
culatory actions, corporate
reporting, and market opera-
tions would further streng-
then the trust of both domes-
tic and global investors in In-
dia'sfinancial markets.

Headded thataspartof Se-
bi's ease of doing business
mandate, it will “not be loo-

kingfor maximum regulation
but tfor optimum regulation”.
“Capital market is a dy-
namicspace, sochange is im-
minent...If some statutes
are redundant and outdated
over the yvears and not ser-
ving any purpose, we are
happy toreview the same. We
areopentoideasonthis.”
The Sebi chief indicated
that his style of functioning
would be consultative in na-
ture. “Laws and regulations
are better enforced through
voluntary compliance. | am
looking forward to engage
with all stakeholders to dis-
cusswhat more measures ne-
ed to be taken to encourage
voluntary compliance.”™
Pandey said Sebi would fo-
Cl1S 0N Investor awareness and
education. “Market is not a
straight path. To ensure inves-
tors are not lost in labyrinths,
awarenessand educationis ve-
rv crucial. An informed inves-
tor is self-protected. Sebi’s ef-
fort in days ahead is to create
awareness among existing
and prospective investors.”

Samsung union calls off protest

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Samsung India
employvees union on Friday
withdrew its protest against
the company after the latter
agreed to allow them to rejo-
inwork, thusending theslew
of protests, demonstrations.
The company in a notice,
posted outside its facility at
Sunguvarchatram, said it
would allow them back to
work starting Saturday.
However, it did not allow
the 23 employees, who were
suspended, to return to

Samsung did not
allow 23 suspended
employees to return
to work. These
workers will undergo
disciplinary action
proceedings, it said

work. The company said the-
seworkers, pending enquiry,
willundergodisciplinary ac-
tion proceedings.

Samsung spokesperson
said thecompany hopestore-
solve outstanding i1ssues di-

rectly with its workers.
“Samsung welcomes wor-
kers' decision to call off the
illegal strike and resume
their duties at the Chennai
plant. The company’s initia-
tive to welcome back stri-
king workers and its proacti-
ve engagement have facilita-
ted their return, effectively
ending the strike, We remain
committed to enforcing di-
scipline in the premises and
resolvingoutstanding issues
directly with our workers to

maintain a positive work en-

vironment,” it said.

The union demanded re-
instatement of suspended
workers and opposed salary
deductions for protestors
but has compromised by ag-
reeing to return to work wit-
hout resolving these issues.
“Samsung has agreed to pay
the salaries of the workers
starting Friday We are wil-
ling to cooperate to resolve
the issue if they are ready
We are even ready to work
overtime considering the
currentsituation,” E Muthu-
kumar, head of the Samsung
emplovees union, told TOI.

Rupee gains
- 24p against $,
best weekly
show in 2 yrs

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: The rupee finished
the week on a strong note, clo-
singat Rs86.87 against US dol-
lar, up 24 paise from the pre-
vious day’s Rs §7.11. This re-
presented its best weekly per-
formance in over two years,
rising 0.7% week-on-week, as
the dollar weakened against
most major currencies,

The greenback was on
track for its worst week in mo-
re than two years, under pres-
sure from concerns over the
US economy’s slowdown and
ongoing uncertainties about
tariff policies. The euro’s ral-
ly, boosted by the European
Central Bank's hawkish rate
cut and surging German bond
vields, also contributed to the
dollar's decline.

EURO GAINS,
$ WEAKENS

The dollar index fell by
over 3.5%, with euro reaching
its highest point against dollar
since Nov 2024, Meanwhile,
Aslan currencies gained mo-
destly, rising between(.1% and

0.4%. Dealers said RBI may ha-
ve interevened in forex mar-

kets after rupee dipped below
Rs87.20 earlier in theday.
Equity markets were sub-
dued, with BSE Sensex slip-
ping by 8 points to 74,333, whi-
le Nifty rose 7.8 points to
22 553. Both indices had seen
sharp gains in previous two
sessions. Foreign institutio-
nal investors net sold Rs 2,377
crore in equities, according to
exchange data. Investors are
now awaiting US Fed chair-
man Jerome Powell's com-
mentary and US jobsdata.
Economists are forecas-
ting unemployment rate re-
maining unchanged at 4%. A
significant miss in the jobs re-
portcould lead toadjustments
in expectations for thedollar,

How cos are invoking
women power in Al era

Offer Targeted Leadership Programmes,
Al Upskilling And Enhanced Flexibility

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesofindia.com

magine workplaces, cham-

pioning inclusivity, diversi-
tv and gender parity in a high-
ly disruptive, tech-driven
world tospark a pink edge.

Companies are ramping
up efforts to attract and retain
women talent with targeted le-
adership programmes, cut-
ting-edge Al upskilling, and
enhanced flexibility that mar-
tures work-life balance. In this
drive for a more equitable en-
vironment, equal opportuniti-
es have taken center stage —
eclipsing salary and benefits
as a defining priority for wo-
men—signaling a shift toward
cultures that  prioritise
growth, fairness, and purpose.

In the post-pandemic re-
turn-to-office (RTO) era, flexi-
bility has become a lifeline for
women balancing professio-
nal and personal demands,
Owverhalf of Indianemployees
— 52% — would leave a job
lacking sufficient flexibility,
according to Randstad Work-
monitor Survey 2025, Women
tend to place more importance
on work-life balance, it adds.

Viswanath P 5, MD & CEO
of Randstad India, a talent
company, says, “Women are
actively seeking greater flexi-
bility, meaningful career deve-
lopment, and upskilling op-
portunities, particularly in Al
and emerging technologies.
The demand for fulltime re-
mote work is alsosignificantly
higher among women."”

A bunch of companies in-
cluding TCSand Accenture of-
fer flexible work options, whi-
le some like Meesho include
hybrid work policies to promao-
te better work-life balance.

Govindraj M K, CHRO at

l ndia Inc is striving to rei-

Myntra, says, “We provide ad-
ditional flexibility through
our MynVive; Myntra Ramp-
back Programme, which of-
tersnew mothersand primary
caregivers options offering ex-
tended flexibility, such as sab-
batical leave for up to 24 weeks
and the option to work at 50%

Cornerstone OnDemand, sa
ys, “As Al continues to trans-
form industries, investing in
targeted upskilling program-
mes for women is essential to
cultivate an inclusive, agile
workforce.”

Encouragingly, job oppor-
tunities for women inIndia ha-

WORKING ON GENDER DIVERSITY

> Women
participation in India's
organised sector has
risen to 36% in 2024
from 33% in 2023

What they need
| Sustained
investment

in upskilling,
flexibility,
and growth
opportunities

> Job opportunities for
women in India have
surged by 48% in 2025,
with notable growth in

.; emerging tech fields

90% of women view generative Al as
vital for career advancement, yet only
one-third feel adequately prepared to
utilise these tools, according to a report
by Nasscom and Boston Consulting Group

Nearly 52% employees will leave a job
lacking sufficient flexibility, according to
the Randstad Workmonitor Survey 2025

capacity for three months
post-maternity.”

However, many companies
are insisting on a strict return
to office, Rituparna Chakra-
borty, co-founder TeamLease,
cautions, “The result will be
that organisations that em-
brace Al to enable personali-
sed learning, hybrid work and
career paths, and flexible wor-
king will be able to attract and
retain the best female talent.”

As industries adapt to tech
advancements, the demand
for skills that align with inno-
vation and adaptability has
never been higher As Al (arti-
ficial intelligence) and auto-
mation disrupt sectors, the
workforce needs to be equip-
ped with new tools to stay ahe-
ad of the curve. Yet, there is
still a considerable gap in
terms of availability, covera-
ge and gquality.

Nishchae Suri, MD-India,

v surged by 48% in 2025, with
notable growth in emerging
tech fields.

However, to fully harness
this potential, organisations
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