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PM 1gnored Shin Bet chief’s warnings on Gaza five months before Oct. 7

Michael Hauser Tov

Five  months  before
Hamas’ October 7 invasion
of communities and army
bases on the Gaza border,
Shin Bet chief Ronen Bar
warned Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu of a future
military campaign in Gaza
— an admonition that Netan-
yahu rejected, Haaretz has
learned.

In their meeting on May
21, 2023, following the con-
clusion of the Israel Defense
Forces’ operation against the
Islamic Jihad in the Strip,
known as Operation Shield
and Arrow, Bar told the prime
minister that it was “the first
round against the Shi'ite axis.
Time will tell as far as the

deterrence goes. We should
prepare for an opening blow,
for a round of targeted assas-
sinations. Hamas is the next
challenge at our doorstep.”
He added that a military op-
eration in Gaza would be “un-
avoidable.”

Netanyahu disagreed and
argued that Hamas was de-

terred, telling Bar that Israel
had “a strong balance of fear
with Hamas.”

Bar also referred to the
tensions pervading the West
Bank at the time - follow-
ing a wave of terror attacks
orchestrated by Hamas in
Gaza- arguing that the ques-
tion of launching a campaign

against Hamas “will con-
front us either as aresult of a
broad operation in Judea and
Samaria [West Bank] or as a
result of something else.”
Netanyahu replied that
since the Gaza war in May
2021, which saw an outbreak
of violence in Israel, the West
Bank and Gaza, “Hamas

Intel services aren’t providing the whole story Aluf Benn Page 3

hasn't fired any rockets at Is-
rael, whereas Islamic Jihad
has posed a challenge.”

Netanyahu said that then-
senior Hamas leader Saleh
al-Arouri “realized during
the operation [against the
Islamic Jihad] that it was not
worth continuing because
our targeted Kkilling policy
was effective.”

The prime minister fur-
ther argued that al-Arouri’s

deterrence was evident in
Hamas’ decision not to join Is-
lamic Jihad in firing rockets
at Israel and in the decline of
Hamas-directed attacks orig-
inating from the West Bank.
While Bar did not call on
Netanyahu to take immedi-
ate action against Hamas, his
arguments during the May
2023 meeting directly con-
tradict the prime minister’s
claim on Tuesday that the

Shin Bet chief “failed to read
the intelligence picture and
was captive to the prevailing
conception” that Hamas was
deterred.

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice said in a statement: “An-
other fake news story. The
truth is completely the op-
posite. In the discussed meet-
ing, Shin Bet chief Ronen Bar
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Levin begins
process to fire
attorney general

Justice Min. issues no-confidence motion,
says Baharav-Miara has fueled divisions

Chen Maanit

Justice Minister Yariv
Levin has initiated pro-
ceedings to dismiss Attor-
ney General Gali Baharav-
Miara, following months
of threats from ministers
in Benjamin Netanyahu's
coalition over her opposi-
tion to the government’s
judicial overhaul plan.

In a no-confidence mo-
tion sent to ministers,
Levin wrote that the move
was prompted by her “inap-
propriate conduct and the
significant and prolonged
disagreements between
the government and the
attorney general, which
prevents effective coop-
eration.”

Levin added that Baha-
rav-Miara had turned the
Attorney General’s Office
into a “tyrannical politi-
cal authority, at times even
violent and oppressive.”

“The attorney general
acts as an extension of the
government’s opponents
and does not hesitate to use
any means to thwart the
will of the voters,” Levin
claimed. “In Israel’s histo-
ry, nothing has contributed
more to fueling divisions
between factions than this
disgraceful policy of dis-
crimination by someone
who is supposed to serve
as a model of justice and
equality.”

The attorney general’s
dismissal requires an ap-
peal to the committee that
originally recommended
her appointment. The com-
mittee must determine
whether the grounds for
dismissal cited by Levin
are valid.

The committee, how-
ever, is not currently fully
staffed, and only once it is
reconstituted can the gov-
ernment formally recom-
mend Baharav-Miara be
dismissed.

After receiving the com-
mittee’s recommendation
and consulting its members,
the government will decide
whether to proceed with re-
moving her.

The rules for appoint-
ing and dismissing the
attorney general were es-
tablished in 2000 in the
Shamgar Committee re-
port, which followed the
Bar-On-Hebron affair.

The report stipulates
that the government may
dismiss the Attorney Gen-
eral if “significant and
prolonged disagreements
between the government
and the Attorney General
prevent effective coopera-
tion.” Levin seeks to invoke
this clause to justify Baha-
rav-Miara’s dismissal.

The committee that se-
lected Baharav-Miara in-
cluded former Supreme
Court President Asher

Grunis, Professor Ron
Shapira, former Justice
Minister Dan Meridor, for-
mer MK Tzvi Hauser, and
attorney Tami Ulman.

However, Meridor and
Hauser’s membership ex-
pired with the change of
government and Knesset.
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has the author-
ity to appoint their replace-
ments, provided one is a
former justice minister or
attorney general and the
other is an MK from the
Constitution Committee.

In addition to these two
appointments, the commit-
tee still includes Ron Shap-
ira, a veteran law professor
who has been considered
a conservative candidate
for the Supreme Court. In
recent years, Shapira has
publicly supported the gov-
ernment and the judicial
overhaul and was appoint-
ed by Netanyahu in July
as Israel’s representative
judge at the International
Court of Justice in The
Hague.

Even if the committee
approves the dismissal,
Netanyahu and his team
will need to justify the de-
cision before the Supreme
Court, which will assess
how reasonable it is. This
stage is expected to be par-
ticularly complex, given
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Previous IDF Chief of Staff Herzl Halevi shaking hands with the new army chief, Eyal Zamir, during the ceremony on Wednesday.

IDF Spokesperson

Eyal Zamir sworn 1n as IDF chief of staff

At handover, outgoing chief Halevi accepts responsibility for his part in October 7 debacle

Bar Peleg
and Yaniv Kubovich

Eyal Zamir was promot-
ed to the rank of lieutenant
general and installed as the
24th chief of staff of the
Israel Defense Forces on
Wednesday.

Zamir received his new
rank from Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in the
morning, before the official
handover ceremony in the
afternoon between Zamir
and outgoing Chief of Staff

Herz] Halevi at IDF head-
quarters in Tel Aviv.
Halevi said in his fare-
well speech that he takes
responsibility for the Oc-
tober 7 massacre. “This is
my watch, and I take re-
sponsibility. In the name of
responsibility, I am ending
my role. Responsibility is a
word often spoken, but its
meaning is subjective. I see
responsibility as a matter of
values, not just legalities.”
Halevi also said, “It is
not right for only the IDF to

investigate such an event; it
is part of a national order.
Establishing a state com-
mission of inquiry is vital
and critical, not to assign
blame, but primarily to get
to the root of the problems.”

Halevi addressed gov-
ernment officials’ attacks
on the IDF, saying, “The
IDF has faced hostile treat-
ment both before and dur-
ing the war. This can erode
trust between soldiers and
their commanders and
undermine parents’ con-

fidence in their children’s
service.”

He added, “One doesn’t
need to be a soldier to voice
an opinion, but some of
those complaining about a
lack of courage have never
felt the weight of a wounded
comrade in enemy terri-
tory.”

In his speech as the in-
coming army commander,
Zamir stated, “In the face
of external threats, we
must unite. The strength of
the IDF lies in its unity, val-

ues, diversity and the equi-
table sharing of the burden.
We will work to integrate
all sectors of society into
every unit of the military.
The duty of defending the
state must be shared equal-
ly. Let us remember that
the Jewish people are not
only a people of the book
and Torah but also a people
of action. I call on all seg-
ments of Israeli society to
take part in the mitzvah of
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After rejecting Arab plan for Gaza

U.S., Hamas in direct talks over
release of American hostages

Rawan Suleiman, Ben
Samuels, Bar Peleg, Jack
Khoury and Jonathan Lis

The Trump administra-
tion is in direct talks with
Hamas on the release of
American hostages and
a broader deal to end the
war, Hamas told Saudi Ara-
bia’s Al Arabiya channel on
Wednesday.

Hamas said its leaders met
with the U.S. special envoy
for hostages, Adam Boehler,
multiple times to discuss a
long-term truce between Is-
raeland Hamas. The U.S. has
historically avoided direct
negotiations with Hamas,
which it considers a terrorist
organization.

The group reportedly af-
firmed the existence of the
talks to Al Arabiya, confirm-
ing earlier reports by Walla
and Reuters. The White
House and the Prime Min-
ister’s Office have not com-
mented on the report.

One American hostage,
20-year-old Israel Defense
Forces soldier Edan Alexan-
der, is believed to be alive in
(Gaza, while four other U.S.
citizens have been confirmed
dead: 21-year-old IDF officer
Omer Neutra, 19-year-old
tank soldier Itay Chen, and
Israeli American couple Gad

Protests to end the war. liai Ron

Haggai and Judy Weinstein-
Haggai, aged 70 and 73.

This is not the first time
the U.S. has attempted to
secure the release of Ameri-
can hostages from Gaza. In
June, the Biden administra-
tion reportedly considered
a separate deal with Hamas
for American citizens if talks
with Israel failed. At the
time, Israel said it welcomed
any effort to free its hostages.
Those negotiations ultimate-
ly failed, and no American
hostages were released.

Israeli  officials told
Haaretz earlier this week
that Israel was willing to ex-
tend a cease-fire in Gaza un-
der pressure from the Trump
administration and mediat-
ing countries.

Israel, however, insisted
negotiations be based on a
framework proposed by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
Middle East envoy, Steve
Witkoff. His plan called for
releasing half of the hostages
on the first day of its imple-
mentation, with the remain-
der to be freed after reach-
ing agreements on a second
phase.

On Wednesday, Israel said
Witkoff had not provided any
updates on his plans for fur-
ther talks. He had postponed
a visit to the region last week
due to stalled negotiations.

According to Israeli sourc-
es, Hamas rejected Witkoff’s
proposal, and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
that Witkoff likely believed
there was no way to bridge
the gap between Israel and
Hamas on the second stage
of the cease-fire without fur-
ther discussions.

Although Israel has ac-
cused Hamas of obstruct-
ing negotiations, it has also
failed to meet certain com-
mitments, including starting
talks on the second stage of
the deal by the 16th day of the
cease-fire and withdrawing
from the Philadelphi corri-

dor by this past Saturday.
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Teen dies of
wounds

Last week’s car
ramming attack left
13 wounded

World Food
Program

There are only ‘two
weeks’ worth of
supplies in Gaza

Harem Khaled/Reuters
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Who was Gazan woman whose body
was brought to Israel? Nobody cares

Sheren Falah Saeb

This is a short saga of the
body of a Gazan woman that
was brought to Israel two
weeks ago, as part of the
exchange of hostages, both
living and deceased, for Pal-
estinian prisoners. It was
thought to be the body of Shi-
ri Bibas, but forensic analysis
conducted in Israel discov-
ered that the woman’s body
sent by Hamas was not Bi-
bas —and there was no match
with any other hostage. Nir
Dvori and Yaron Avraham
reported on the news site
N12, “The National Center of
Forensic Medicine was sur-
prised to discover that the
body transferred to Israel
was not Shiri Bibas, but an
anonymous Gazan woman.”
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said, “With inde-
scribable cynicism, they did
not return Shiri Bibas and put
the body of a Gazan woman in
the coffin.”

Before October 7, 2023,
such a situation would have
been considered surreal or
fantastical, something that
might appear in an action
series in the style of “Fau-
da.” But it turns out that
reality in the current war is
stranger than fiction. After
a lengthy and exhausting
campaign to discover who
the Gazan woman was and

Palestinian terrorists with casket holding remains of a hostage last month.

how she died, I learned that
the body remained in Israel
for a week. Where was she
held? Were any attempts
made to check her identity
or find her family? The ques-
tions addressed to Israeli
and Gazan officials have re-
mained unanswered.

The saga of the unidenti-
fied woman reflects a dark,
bottomless abyss. To die. To
be buried. To be handed over
as acorpse. But no one knows
who she is, what her world

was like, or her name. Is it
possible that Hamas know-
ingly used a Gazan woman’s
body as part of the psycholog-
ical manipulations that have
been going on for almost 18
months? Posts on Arabic so-
cial media provide an answer
between the lines.

Mustafa Osfor, a Gazan
software engineer, wrote on
his X account, “The Hamas
militia has not yet comment-
edon handing over the Gazan
woman.” He added that this
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silence is “very suspicious.
Murderers, criminals, where
did you obtain the body of this
Gazan woman? Did you rob
her grave? What a crime!”

Another Gaza resident,
Hussein Jamal, wrote: “The
dead Palestinian woman un-
intentionally received a great
honor. What is sad is that,
until now, no one knows her
name. This is value we give
ourselves.”
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Mossad head pressed Foreign Ministry to
shelve plan to discredit Qatar early in war

Gidi Weitz and Bar Peleg

In the early days of the
Gaza war, the Foreign
Ministry drew up a plan to
malign Qatar’s name and
undermine the country’s
status. Sources who spoke
to Haaretz on condition of
anonymity say that then
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen
approved the plan but it
was set aside after Mossad
chief David Barnea warned
against discrediting Doha,
due to the emirate’s role in
the hostage negotiations.

Shortly after the war
broke out, ministry direc-
tor general Ronen Levi, who
had previously worked in the
Shin Bet security service
and Israel’s National Secu-
rity Council, hired a former
senior defense official to or-
ganize intelligence gathered
by the ministry in order to
present Qatar in a negative
light.

The information would
then be circulated on social
media, given to mainstream
media and provided to am-
bassadors. “The goal was to
undermine Qatar’s interna-
tional-media legitimacy, re-
vealing material on its sup-
port for terror,” a source told
Haaretz.

Among other things, the
ministry planned to disclose
Qatar’s role in laundering
charitable funds transferred
to terrorist organizations.
Officials also raised the idea
of adopting a “divide and
rule” approach between Qa-
tar and Egypt, both of which
were seeking to mediate ina
hostage deal.

Mossad head David Barnea, left, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Another recommenda-
tion included in the plan
was to declare the Qatari
broadcaster Al Jazeera ille-
gal in Israel with the aim of
curbing its influence in Is-
rael and abroad. People who
were involved in preparing
the plan told Haaretz that
they believed from the
start that it would never be
implemented due to objec-
tions from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office and the Mossad.

In November, Haaretz re-
ported that Yonatan Urich,

il

an adviser to Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, and Israel Einhorn,
who advised the prime min-
ister’s Likud party and its
ministers, prepared a cam-
paign to improve Qatar’s
image ahead of its hosting
of the 2022 World Cup. Last
month, Channel 12 News re-
vealed that Eli Feldstein, a
Netanyahu spokesman, was
work ing for Qatar during
the war, with an American
lobbyist serving as an inter-
mediary.

Urlich and Einhorn de-

nied working for Qatar.
Oded Savoray, a lawyer
representing Feldstein, de-
nied the allegations against
his client and said he act-
ed solely on behalf of the
prime minister.

Last week, Attorney Gen-
eral Gali Baharav-Miara
anno unced that she was
opening an investigation
into the connections be-
tween the prime minister’s
staff and people connected
to Qatar. The probe is being
conducted jointly by the

Kobi Gideon / GPO

Israel Police and the Shin
Bet, presumably because of
the national security issues
involved.

The three suspects are
also involved in the leak
of classified information
to the German newspaper
Bild. According to the in-
dictment filed in the case,
Urich put Feldstein in touch
with Einhorn, who passed
the information to the news-
paper.

In recent years there has
been a policy disagreement

amon g Israeli security
agencies in regard to Qatar.
Sources told Haaretz that
the Shin Bet saw Doha as
a supporter of terror and
prefers that Israel rely on
Egypt as a mediator in ne-
gotiations with Hamas. The
Mossad believed that send-
ing Q atari money to the
Gaza Strip would help alle-
viate tensions there.

Israel’s political leaders
adopted the Mossad posi-
tion, and Israel received as-
sistance from Qatar start-
ing in the early days of the
Gaza war. After it helped
win the release on October
20, 2023 of hostages Judith
Raanan and her daughter
Natalie Raanan, National
Secur ity Adviser Tzachi
Hanegbi praised Qatar on
social media. Doha has
since played a role in the
two hostage deals.

At the same time, the
country continued to play
host to senior Hamas fig-
ures, a practice that Netan-
yahu has publicly criticized.
A Shin Bet investigation
published Tuesday criti-
cized the Qatari money
transfers, which it asserted
strengthened Hamas and
facilitated the October 7
massacre.

In an uncustomary state-
ment, Doha responded by
criticizing the Shin Bet and
other Israeli security agen-
cies, calling on them to “fo-
cus on saving the remaining
hostages and finding a solu-
tion that ensures long-term
regional security, rather
than resorting to diversion-
ary tactics.”
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IDF probe: Army arrived at Nahal

Bilal Maharik with the soldiers at his home.

Bilal Maharik

IDF won’t probe
troops who displaced
W. Bank Palestinians

Hagar Shezaf

The Israel Defense Forces
has decided not to launch a
Military Police investigation
into the actions of soldiers
who expelled Palestinian
families near the West Bank
settlement of Beit Arye last
week , instead opting to
repr imand the troops and
clar ify procedures despite
officials acknowledging that
they breached protocol and
acted on their own initiative.

Foll owing threats from
sold iers, five Palestinian
families near the Beit Arye
sett lement were expelled
from their homes over the
week end; another family
that owns a farm in the area
remained in place.

The soldiers’ actions were
ille gal since the expulsion
was carried out without a
warr ant and on the initia-
tive of soldiers who were
not authorized to enforce
such measures.

Roni Pelli, a lawyer with
Yesh Din - Volunteers for
Human Rights, told Haaretz,
“Beyond the fact that expul-
sion is illegal under interna-
tional law and could amount
to a war crime, in this case
it’s also illegal under the
military’s regulations.

“Like any state authority,
the army is only permit-
ted to act within the law,
or in this case, based on a
warr ant,” she added. “The
sold iers decided to expel
the community without any
legal basis and without any
warrant being issued.”

Regarding the IDF’s deci-
sion not to open an investiga-
tion, Pelli said, “It’s another
test ament to a culture of
gran ting immunity to sol-
dier s who harm Palestin-
ians and their property and
avoi ding law enforcement
against them.”

The soldiers who expelled
the Palestinian families are
reservists serving in a bat-
tali on stationed near Beit

Arye. According to the fam-
1lies, the soldiers informed
them last week that they had
a we ek to leave, and then
retu rned every few days
to r epeat the demand. On
Thursday morning, the sol-
diers told the families they
had four hours to depart,
and some complied.

“We don’t know where
to go. We want to stay, but
we're afraid that the soldiers
will beat us,” Bilal Maharik,
a local resident who left his
home, said.

In a statementm the IDF
Spok esperson’s Unit said,
“The preliminary inves-
tiga tion into the incident
indi cates that there was a
breach of procedure, and it
will be handled. In general,
the enforcement of planning
and building laws, including
removing buildings in firing
Zones, is only carried out by
auth orized parties, based
on an order, the law and the
powers granted to the local
authorities.”

It added that these were
“illegal buildings built in a
firing zone.”

The expelled families
lived in structures within
an area designated by the
military as a firing zone, al-
though it is inactive. Aerial
phot ographs show that the
families have been residing
ther e since at least 2007.
In r ecent years, a settle-
ment called Avichai Farm
has been built nearby, also
within the firing zone.

The Palestinian residents
believe the attempt to expel
them is connected to the
settlement. The soldiers also
tried to expel another Pales-
tinian family whose farm is
located in the area, despite it
not being located within the
firing zone.

The IDF Spokesperson'’s
Unit declined to comment on
the reasons behind the deci-
sion to refrain from opening
a Military Police investiga-
tion.

Oz seven hours after attack began

Bar Peleg

The first significant Israeli
infa n try forces only began
enga g ing Hamas forces at
Kibbutz Nahal Oz on October
7, 2023, nearly seven hours
after the onslaught there be-
gan, according to findings of
the Israel Defense Forces in-
vestigation released Tuesday.

The probe found that the
IDF had failed in its mission
to pr otect the Gaza border
community and that until re-
inforcements arrived shortly
before 2 PM., members of
the k ibbutz security squad,
along with a few soldiers who
were in the area, fought the
terr orists alone. They man-
aged to repel the first wave
of the attack, but the kibbutz
was overrun when the second
wave arrived.

Thirteen kibbutz members
were killed in the attack, in-
cluding two members of the
security squad, in addition to
two foreign nationals. Eight
civilians, including the body
of one of the foreign nation-
als, were abducted and taken
to Gaza.

On the morning of the mas-
sacr e, 11 soldiers from the
Bord e r Police’s undercover
unit were stationed at the kib-
butz to deal with disturbances
alon g the Gaza border, the
inve s tigation found. They,
along with the kibbutz secu-
rity squad and soldiers from a
Golani Brigade support com-
pany - who were stationed
near the border fence next
to two tanks — were the ones
who managed to stop the first
wave of the attack.

That morning, Golani
sold i ers moved toward the
area where the terrorists had
breached the border fence as
part of Hamas’ attack on a
string of Gaza border commu-
nities. Shortly before 7 A.M.,
deputy battalion commander
Nir Boimfalck ordered com-
pany commander Daniel
Boni, who was with them, to
protect the kibbutz.

“Go p rotect the commu-
nity. Your mission is to defend
the ¢ ommunity. The terror-
ists are on their way to the
community. [ need you to go
to the community and make
sure no one infiltrates it. Do
you understand?” Boimfalck
was heard asking over a two-
way radio. Boni then arrived
at a position near the kibbutz
where one of the tanks was
stationed, to defend the com-
munity from there. After Bo-
imfalck was wounded, Boni
took command of the sector
and made his way to the Na-
hal O z army outpost, which
had also been infiltrated by

terrorists.

Hamas’ attack plan against
the b order outposts was to
first pin down the soldiers in
fortified shelters by launch-
ing a massive barrage of
rockets. Due to Kibbutz Na-
hal Oz’s proximity to the out-
post, it was also targeted with
an unusually high number of
rockets. The terrorist infiltra-
tion into the kibbutz began at
7:05 A.M., with attackers ar-
riving on motorcycles and on
foot. Around 30 to 40 terror-
ists stormed two locations in
the new Sadot neighborhood
of the kibbutz.

At that point, the kibbutz
secu r ity coordinator, Ilan
Fior e ntino, discovered that
due to a power failure, he was
unable to open the armory to
distribute weapons to his se-
curity squad. As a result, he
didn’t call them into action.
He informed the head of the
emer gency team on the kib-
butz of the situation, but two
minutes later was killed by
terrorists near his home.

As the infiltration began,
a Border Police undercover
team identified terrorists
near the kibbutz dairy farm
and m anaged to kill two of
them. At the same time, how-
ever, dozens of other terror-
ists were entering the kibbutz
at a different point.

At7:20 AM, an undercover
officer by the name of Ya’akov
was killed by terrorist fire
near the home of the Tibon
family on the kibbutz. Fio-
rentino’s wife, Sharon, wrote
the following to the kibbutz
Whats App messaging group:
“There are terrorists in the
new S adot neighborhood.
Anyone who has a weapon, we
need you.” The fighting in the
neighborhood continued, and
terr orists entered the home
of Shoshi and Yonatan Brosh,
killing her and wounding him.

At 7:30 A.M., Roy Revivo,
a civilian and former police
officer, barricaded himself in
his home and fired at terror-
ists attempting to break in.
The first wave of the attack
ended around 8 A.M., with 11
terrorists killed and several
othe r s wounded. Two kib-
butz residents and a soldier
were also killed and a civil-
ian and four undercover of-
ficers were wounded. At that
point, the two tanks that had
been stationed near the bor-
der fence and that had helped
repe 1l the attack left their
position and headed toward
the nearby Nahal Oz outpost.
The Golani support company
soldiers stationed there also
abandoned the position.

At 10 A.M., the second
wave of the terrorist attack

on t h e kibbutz began, with
gunfire heard in the Keshet
neighborhood. At 10:34 A.M.,
more terrorists infiltrated
the kibbutz through the front
gate, which was unstaffed. By
10:40 A.M., additional terror-
ists entered through the back
gate. In total, roughly 150 at-
tackers entered the kibbutz
in the second wave. As of 1:15
P.M., only eight defenders had
confronted them - two mem-
bers of the kibbutz security
squad in one vehicle and six
Border Police undercover of-
ficers in another.

During that period, terror-
i1sts entered homes, murder-
ing r esidents and abducting
others. At 10:40 AM, terrorists
broke into the Arava family’s
home and began livestream-
ing t he scene on Facebook.
The military later admitted
that noone was monitoring so-
cial media in real time to pro-
cessthe information and alert
the security forces. The ter-
rorists captured one member
of the family, Tomer Arava,
and took him with them. They
forced the teen to call out to
people hiding in their homes
to open their doors, but he told
the terrorists that the houses
were empty.

His m other Dikla, and
Ella and Dafna Elyakim, the
daug h ters of her partner
Noam , were loaded into a
vehicle and driven to Gaza.
Around 11:45 AM, Dikla was
killed by accident by IDF fire,
while Ellaand Dafna Elyakim
were abducted to Gaza.

Duri n g that period, ter-
rorists also reached the area
of the kibbutz where foreign
work e rs lived. Some Thai
work e rs tried to resist and
escape. One of them, Somk-
hun Pansa-Ard, was brutally
murd e red. The terrorists
also stormed the dairy farm,
kill i ng Tanzanian national
Joshua Mollel and abducting
his body.

At 10:48 A.M. and 10:52
A.M., an IDF attack helicop-
ter fired at the kibbutz, but
comm u nications logs re-
vealed that the pilot targeted
the wrong location and was
unaw are of the situation on
the ground.

At 12:05 P.M., the first re-
info r cement force arrived
from outside the kibbutz - a
hand ful of soldiers from the
Maglan unit. But they were
ambushed by terrorists, and
three soldiers were killed. Fif-
teen minutes later, Maj. Gen.
(res . ) Noam Tibon, whose
son and his family lived on
the kibbutz, arrived with an
improvised force that he had
asse m bled and engaged in
combat with the terrorists.

At 1:1SP.M., alarger force
of about 70 Maglan soldiers
arrived outside the kibbutz
but d idn't immediately en-
gage in combat. By this time,
Judith Raanan and her daugh-
ter Natalie, as well as Tsachi
Idan and Omri Miran, were
kidnapped and taken toward
Gaza. The Maglan force only
enter ed the kibbutz at 1:44
P.M.

Around 3 PM., Ran Po-
slus hni, who had barricaded
hims elf on the upper floor
of his home with a rifle, was
mistakenly shot and killed by
an improvised IDF unit that
saw suspicious movement
inside the house. Around 3:30
P.M., the final battle at the kib-
butz took place near the dairy
farm.

The IDF investigation con-
cluded that the Northern Bri-
gade had not prepared for the
scen ario of a surprise raid.
According to the report’s au-
thor, Col. (res.) Yoni Sitbon, 1f
the tank force that had earlier
fought at the border fence had
remained in position, it could
have significantly aided in
defending the kibbutz and in
repelling the second wave of
the attack. It was also noted
that the Golani support com-
pany soldiers stationed at the
site of a breach in the border
fence carried only light weap-
ons, severely limiting their ef-
fectiveness in the battle.

The investigation found
that there was insufficient
preparation on the kibbutz for
aterrorist infiltration, despite
its proximity to the border
fenc e. The kibbutz security
squad wasn’t mobilized due to
amistaken belief that apower
outage at the kibbutz also af-
fected access to the armory,
the probe concluded. Accord-
ing to the investigation, if 15
more armed members of the
squa d had responded, they
could have stopped the subse-
quent waves of attack.

The investigation con-
clud ed that even in a sce-
nario of complete surprise,
a we ll-trained and properly
equipped force — even a small
one — if it had responded
quickly and effectively, could
have won the battle.

Among the investigation’s
reco mmendations was that
Gaza Division forces should
be capable of defending their
sector alone for at least three
hour s until reinforcements
arrive. It was also suggested
that a security buffer zone,
both above and below ground,
be e stablished opposite the
Shuj aiyeh neighborhood in
Gaza due to Kibbutz Nahal
0z’s proximity to the border
fence.

Ohad Yahalomi, killed
in Gaza captivity, laid
torest in Nir Oz

Eden Solomon

Hund r eds of people at-
tend e d the funeral of Ohad
Yahalomi, who was killed in
Hamas captivity in Gaza and
whose body was returned to
Israel last Thursday as part
of the hostage deal. Yahalomi
was S0 at the time of his death.

His f uneral procession
left from central Israel and
ended in Kibbutz Nir Oz, near
the G aza border, where Ya-
halomiresided and was taken
hostage on October 7.

The p ublic was invited to
accompany the family during
the procession, which was led
by patrol cars from the Israel
Nature and Parks Authority,
the agency Yahalomi worked
for for years.

Durin g the funeral, Ya-
halomi's wife, Batsheva, eu-
logized him, saying, after 16
years of “joy and light, the
light has now gone out, and I
walk in the shadows and cast
about in the dark.”

She added that throughout
the p ast year, she and their
child ren had held hope that
Ohad would return from
captivity. “We were sure that
if anyone could survive the
harsh captivity, it would be
you, because no one is stron-
ger than you in body and in
spirit,” she said.

She added, “we had even
hope d that your captors
would grow fond of you, be-
cause that’s just who you are,
someone who enters people’s
hear t s, even those whose
heart is made of stone.”

Ohad’s sister, Efrat, also ad-
dressed her brother, saying,
“My b eloved brother, I still
can't bring myself to speak of
you in the past tense.”

She r ecalled that just
months before his abduction,
Ohad had told her he had ev-
erything he needed in life and
only wanted to enjoy time with
his f amily. “Just when you
could have finally enjoyed the
fruits of your hard work, your
life was taken - and it breaks
my heart,” she said.

“How could they take you
- someone of peace, kindness,
generosity, and love? They say

God takes the best, but it’s not
fair... I'm sorry your life end-
ed this way. Sorry that after
years of endless giving, the
one time you needed help-no
one came.”

Kibb u tz Nir Oz shared,
“Ohad was a dedicated and
loving family man. He leaves
behind a wife, three young
chil d ren, family and many
friends. He was a sports en-
thusiast and a wanderer at
hear t , intimately familiar
with every trail and dune in
the desert he loved so much.”

On the morning of
October 7, Yahalomi
was wounded in

a gunfight with
terrorists while
protecting his wife
and kids, who were
hiding in a shelter.

“For years, he worked with
the N ature and Parks Au-
thority, dedicating his life to
preserving nature. Driven by
his deep love for the desert,
he c o -published a scorpion
guidebook with partners and
cont r ibuted to educational
init 1 atives in the Bedouin
community,” the kibbutz said.

On the morning of October
7, Yahalomi was wounded in
a gunfight with a terrorist as
he tried to protect his family.
He was taken hostage along
with his son, Eitan, 12, who
was h eld separately from
him in captivity and released
in th e November 2023 hos-
tage deal. The terrorists also
tried to kidnap his wife and
daughters, but they managed
to e s cape before they were
brought into Gaza.

In January 2024, Yahalomi
was recorded in a video by al-
Nasser Salah al-Din Brigades,
the Popular Resistance Com-
mittees’ military wing in the
(Gaza Strip, in which he ap-
peared to be wounded, raising
concerns for his safety.

The funeral procession for Ohad Yahalomi.

Tomer Appelbatm
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Earlier on Wednesday, the
Trump administration an-
nounced that it had rejected a
proposal from Arab states to
reconstruct Gaza.

The plan “does not ad-
dress the reality that Gaza is
currently uninhabitable and
residents cannot humanely
live in a territory covered
in debris and unexploded
ordnance,” U.S. National Se-
curity Spokesperson Brian
Hughes said.

Hughes added that “Presi-
dent Trump stands by his
vision to rebuild Gaza free
from Hamas” and that the
U.S. looks “forward to further
talks to bring peace and pros-
perity to the region.”

On Tuesday, the Arab
League held an emergency
summit in Cairo in response
to Trump’s proposal to take
over Gaza. Arab leaders from
Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, the United Arab Emir-
ates and other Arab states
convened to form a unified
stance against Trump’s pro-
posal to expel Palestinians
from the Strip and develop an
alternative plan for its future.

The Arab League adopted
an Egyptian plan that pro-
posed rebuilding Gaza at a
cost of $53 billion and called
for the establishment of an
international committee to
raise funds for the recon-
struction and discuss the
implementation of the plan
on the ground.

Part of the Egyptians pro-
posal was that a committee
of Gazan professionals, un-
der the auspices of the Pal-

estinian Authority, would
manage the Strip for the
next six months and operate
Gaza’s institutions for its re-
construction. After that, the
Palestinian Authority would
take over the management
of Gaza.

The plan also calls for Pal-
estinian elections within a
year, subject to suitable con-
ditions, and firmly opposes
any displacement of Gaza’s
residents.

Trump officials have
insisted that Gaza will not
be habitable for at least
10 years, making Trump’s
plan allegedly humanitar-
ian in nature, despite wide-
spread reactions claiming it
amounts to ethnic cleansing.

Also on Wednesday, six
former hostages who will
meet with senior Trump of-
ficials were photographed
in Washington offices of the
Hostages and Missing Fami-
lies Forum with posters call-
ing for their release.

The delegation, which
headed to the U.S. at the
initiative of the forum and
the organization Hostage
Aid, comprises Doron Stein-
brecher, Eli Sharabi, Naama
Levy, Iair Horn, Omer Shem
Tov and Keith Siegel, who
was also joined by his wife
Aviva, who was released in
the first hostage deal in No-
vember 2023.

The released hostages
wrote messages on the post-
ers: “I won, you gave me the
strength to survive,” wrote
Siegel, while Steinbrecher
wrote, “Back Home.” Army
spotter Levy wrote, “What a
joy to be here, thank you all
for your efforts,” and Shem
Tov wrote, “How good it is
to simply be. Thank you for
your prayers and hard work.”
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Intelligence services admit their October
/ faillures. But that’s not the whole story

The internal probes show they missed the signs. But there’s more blame to go around

Aluf Benn

The investigations into
the failures of October 7
by Israel’s Military Intel-
ligence and its domestic
security agency, the Shin
Bet, describe both Hamas’
preparations for war and
Israel’s blindness and ob-
tuseness. They provide a
rare glimpse into the work
practices and flow of the
intelligence community
and expose critical inter-
nal disagreements on how
to deal with Hamas. Mili-
tary Intelligence demon-
strated more complacency
and self-confidence than
the Shin Bet, which warned
about Hamas' growing
strength and suggested as-
sassinating its leaders as a
preventive measure.

However, despite the
differences in their ap-
proaches, both intelligence
organizations made the
same mistake: they missed
Hamas’ decision to attack
Israel from the Gaza Strip
alone, without waiting for
its partners in the so-called
Axis of Resistance,” pri-
marily Hezbollah.

This was the decisive
point for Hamas leader
Yahya Sinwar on his path
to war, and it completely
escaped the notice of Mili-
tary Intelligence and the
Shin Bet. They failed both
in the collection of intelli-
gence, as they did not know
what was happening in the
enemy’s leadership, and
in analysis, as they could
not imagine a completely
surprise attack along the
entire Israel-Gaza border,
and they did not query the
relative calm at the border,
whether it reflected a stra-
tegic deception by Hamas
intended to lull Israel to

sleep.

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and his
short-lived replacements
Naftali Bennett and Yair
Lapid accepted the intelli-
gence assessments that the
Gaza situation was toler-
able and did not challenge
them. Netanyahu'’s staunch
supporters present him as
a unique strategic genius,
pointing to his deep anxi-
ety and excessive caution
as national insurance poli-
cies. This is supposedly
the basis for a key claim
by Netanyahu that he uses
both as self-defense and as
offense: that if only he had
been woken up during the
night before the Hamas
attack unfolded, he would
have mobilized the entire
Israel Defense Forces and
prevented the Hamas mas-
sacre in the kibbutzim and
IDF bases.

This story is not at all
convincing. In the lead-
up to October 7, during
the hours, days and weeks
when he was fully awake,
Netanyahu did not de-
mand that the intelligence
agencies reassess their
threat estimates. As far
as 1s known, he did not ask
them: “What if you are
wrong, and the cunning
Sinwar 1s misleading us
by appearing to offer calm
on the Israel-Gaza border,
but is actually preparing
to implement the Hamas
Charter, and launch a war
of extermination against
Israel?”

Netanyahu has not yet
presented the Israeli pub-
lic with his full version of
his role before and during
October 7, and has sufficed
with disclaiming responsi-
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bility for the disaster and
blaming his subordinates.
But it is easy to understand
why he did not argue with
the prewar intelligence as-
sessments that downplayed
the severity of the danger
from Gaza, because they
supported his policy, which
viewed Hamas as an ally.
From Netanyahu's per-
spective, the main threat
to Israel was and remains
international coercion to
establish a Palestinian
state in the West Bank, and
he was horrified by the in-
ternational community’s
support for the Palestinian
Authority under Mahmoud
Abbas. That Hamas, a bit-
ter rival of Abbas, con-
trolled Gaza, seemed to
Netanyahu as a diplomatic

Palestinian terrorists leave Kibbutz Kfar Azza following the massacre there on October 7, 2023.

shield against dividing
the land between the riv-
er and the sea. And if the
price was the occasional
exchanges of blows, and a
major Israeli investment in
defensive systems, so be it.

Qatar’s funding for
Hamas allowed Netanyahu
to continue this policy and
send the bill to the wealthy
Gulf emir. He brushed
aside the warnings from
the Shin Bet and the alerts
from former Defense Min-
ister Avigdor Lieberman
about how Hamas would
use the suitcases full of
Qatari cash to build up its
military capabilities. Ne-
tanyahu also flatly rejected
all proposals for an Israeli
preemptive attack in Gaza,
which he saw as an exces-
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sive risk.

He catered to Israeli
public opinion, which ap-
preciated the relative calm
and quiet on the border and
treated the Palestinians
like “shrapnel in the butt,”
as Naftali Bennett once
described them: unpleas-
ant neighbors who are oc-
casionally bothersome, but
do not really interfere with
the Start-Up Nation or real
estate bonanzas in Tel Aviv
or the right wing’s judicial
coup.

Thus, in the years before
October 7, Israel wrapped
itself in four protective
walls that collapsed at the
moment of truth. The intel-
ligence community believed
that a technological shield,
constituted by sophisticated

Hassan Eslaiah/AP

means of collection, would
provide them with ample
warning. The IDF trusted
the deep foundations of the
(Gaza wall, and the surveil-
lance and open-fire systems
above it, to scare the enemy
and thwart any infiltration
attempts. Netanyahu relied
on the money from Qatar to
buy him quiet. And at the
bedrock of it all stood the
psychological shield: Israe-
lis simply did not imagine
that the Palestinians were
capable of planning and
executing such a complex
attack. Only Sinwar and
his accomplices deciphered
Israel’s complacency and
managed to breach all four
walls, with no warning from
the once-vaunted Israeli in-
telligence agencies.

AG to Katz: Urgent
oov’t action needed to
up Haredi enlistment

Chen Maanit

Attorney General Gali
Baharav-Miara sent a let-
ter to Defense Minister Is-
rael Katz on Tuesday say-
ing that the rate of Haredi
enlistment for the current
year is far from meeting
the army’s needs or the
principle of equality.

The figures, which were
presented a couple of days
ago at a meeting to track
the implementation of
Haredi call-up orders as
per the High Court of Jus-
tice ruling, do not meet the
targets set by the court.

Baharav-Miara also said
that the consensus of all
the relevant professionals
is that increasing individu-
al enforcement measures,
including denying benefits
to draft-dodgers and ex-
panding economic and ad-
ministrative sanctions, is
necessary to increase the
number of recruits. Sev-
eral of the enforcement
measures may be advanced
immediately if a decision
to do so is taken by the po-
litical leadership, without
the need for legislation,
she said.

She added that the se-
curity bodies have made
it clear that the Gaza war
requires increasing the
number of people who en-
list in compulsory service,
and that drafting Haredim
is a vital security need, es-
pecially at a time when the
government is pursuing
measures that would in-
tensify rather than relieve
the burden on those who
already serve.

In June, the High Court
ruled that the state can no
longer exempt Haredim
from Israel Defense Forces
enlistment, and that it can
no longer fund yeshivas
and kollels (yeshivas for
married men) whose stu-
dents didn’t receive a draft
exemption.

An expanded panel of
nine justices unanimously

accepted the appeals on the
matter.

In their ruling, they
harshly criticized the gov-
ernment, saying that its
conduct since the expira-
tion of the Security Service
law, which gave a blanket
exemption from the draft
to Haredim, went counter
to the law.

The appeals were filed
by Brothers and Sisters in
Arms, the Movement for
Quality Government in Is-
rael and 240 individual pe-
titioners.

“In the midst of a dif-
ficult war, the inequality
in sharing the burden is
worse than ever and re-
quires a sustainable solu-
tion,” the justices wrote.
“Discrimination in regard
to the most precious thing
of all - life itself - is the
most serious kind of dis-
crimination. A person is
prepared to give his life
for his country’s security.
He does not expect any
benefit from this. He only
expects that others will do
the same.”

After the ruling, Baha-
rav-Miara instructed the
defense establishment to
immediately begin draft-
ing 3,000 yeshiva students,
in addition to the average
number of Haredi enlistees
from recent years.

In a letter she sent to
the legal advisors of the
defense establishment and
the finance and education
ministries, she instructed
them “to refrain from any
transfer of monies, direct-
ly or indirectly, that in any
way supports the activ-
ity of those who avoid the
draft, or that in any way
aims to circumvent the
court’s ruling.”

This also came in wake
of the court’s ruling that
the state can no longer
fund yeshivas and kollels
whose students have not
received a draft exemp-
tion, or whose service was
not legally deferred.

Arab plan for Gaza offers hope for
hostages, but threatens Netanyahu

Several Arab countries
published a joint plan for
the future of Gaza on Tues-
day, the result of a months-
long diplomatic effort to
create an off-ramp that
would end the war in the
Palestinian enclave and let
reconstruction begin there.
The plan contains hundreds
of pages and appendixes,
yet the Trump administra-
tion seemed to have killed
it with a single paragraph.

“The current proposal
does not address the reality
that Gaza is currently un-
inhabitable and residents
cannot humanely live in a
territory covered in debris
and unexploded ordnance,”
said a spokesman for the
National Security Council,
adding that President Don-
ald Trump remains com-
mitted to his plan to forcibly
evacuate the entire popula-
tion of Gaza and claim the
territory for the United
States - an idea that has
not received the support or
cooperation of any govern-
ment in the world except for
Benjamin Netanyahu's.

A senior Arab diplo-
mat who was involved in
crafting the new plan told
Haaretz that the Trump ad-
ministration’s immediate
rejection of it was frustrat-
ing, but shouldn’t be viewed
as the end point of the Arab
countries’ efforts. “There’s
going to be a lengthy nego-
tiation over this plan,” the
diplomat said. “We're just
at the beginning of this

process.”

The diplomat referred
to Trump’s handling of the
rare-earth minerals agree-
ment with Ukraine as an
example of how foreign
policy issues get resolved
under the current adminis-
tration. “Last week, every-
one thought the agreement
with Ukraine was dead af-
ter that White House meet-
ing. But now it’s back on the
agenda.”

The countries behind the
plan - including Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt and the United
Arab Emirates - believe
they will be able to sway
the U.S. president and his
team to see the advantages
of their detailed blueprint.

Trump’s quick rejection,
however, must be viewed in
the context of Israel’s re-
action to the plan. The ad-
ministration seems to be in
close coordination with the
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Abdel-Fattah al-Sissi in Cairo, this week.
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Netanyahu government,
which dismissed the Arab
document shortly before
the United States did like-
wise. For Netanyahu, any
plan that offers an end to
the war in Gaza is a non-
starter, because it will has-
ten the collapse of his gov-
erning coalition. His fanatic
coalition partners dream of
renewing the war, expelling
the Palestinians and build-
ing Jewish settlements in
Gaza.

The Arab plan, mean-
while, offers a diplomatic
solution that includes
Hamas giving up power, a
technocratic government
supported by the most in-
fluential Arab governments
taking over Gaza, and a re-
construction plan that will
be closely monitored by the
United States.

Israel could have re-
sponded to this plan by
calling it a basis for nego-
tiations, and demanding
stronger guarantees that it
will include a clear, detailed
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mechanism for disman-
tling Hamas’ military wing
and demilitarizing Gaza.
Instead, it simply said no,
without any real explana-
tion.

In the middle of these
grand strategic discussions
are the Israeli hostages
in Gaza, and their fami-
lies. Renewing the war at
this point in time will be a
death sentence to many of
the 20-plus living hostages,
and could lead to the dis-
appearance of some of the
deceased hostages, whose
remains would never be
found.

For the hostages and their
families, the Arab plan is a
source of hope as it presents
a path to complete the task
of removing Hamas from
power, without endangering
their loved ones.

The response of the Ne-
tanyahu government - out-
right rejection of the plan,
while not even considering
its impact on the ability to
complete the existing hos-
tage release deal - is not sur-
prising. This government
has shown nothing but con-
tempt and scorn toward the
hostages and their families.

But the response of the
Trump administration
should cause alarm. The ad-
ministration Keeps saying
it is committed to bringing
back all of the hostages and
removing Hamas from pow-
er. Renewing the war could
perhaps achieve the second
goal, but at the price of giv-
ing up on the first one. The
Arab plan is the only realis-
tic option at the moment to
do both.

LEVIN
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Netanyahu’s significant
conflict of interest and
his prior commitment
not to be involved in mat-
ters concerning the at-
torney general, who also
oversees the criminal
cases that are against
him.

Previous attempt

In December, the oppo-
sition toppled a coalition
bill to hold a debate to oust
Baharav-Miara. Before
the vote, Justice Minister
Levin called to oust her on
the supposed grounds that
she is preventing the gov-
ernment from carrying out
its policies on a number of
issues.

“It must be said as clear-
ly as possible - the replace-

ment or ouster is a move of
last resort, when all hope
has failed,” said Levin. “It’s
always best to find a way to
avoid it - but unfortunately,
I greatly regret that with
the current conditions, all
hope is lost and it’s impos-
sible to continue working
like this.” He called on
more ministers to join his
ouster bid.

In late November, Com-
munications Minister
Shlomo Karhi said he had

collected the signatures of
13 ministers on a document
calling for her ouster.

“I think the attorney gen-
eral is a political adviser
who is not worthy of her
position and is constantly
trying to hem in the govern-
ment’s moves,” Karhi said,
accusing Baharav-Miara of
putting up legal roadblocks.
“Every week, she comes up
with something new in or-
der to thwart the govern-
ment’s policy.”
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Qatar bashes Shin Bet probe,
denies Hamas funding accusations

Jonathan Lis

Qatar said Wednesday
that Israel should focus
on returning the hostages,
“rather than resorting to
diversionary tactics such
as scapegoating Qatar for
political longevity,” follow-
ing the Shin Bet security
service probe of the events
of October 7, 2023.

“At this critical juncture,
the Shin Bet and other Israeli
security agencies should fo-
cus on saving the remaining
hostages and finding a solu-
tion that ensures long-term
regional security,” said the
International Media Office
of the State of Qatar.

According to the findings
of the Shin Bet investiga-
tion, the transfer of Qatari
funds to Hamas’ military
wing was among the main
factors that enabled Hamas
to prepare for the October 7
attack.

However, Qatar denied
that any aid was delivered
to Hamas’ political or mili-
tary wings. It said all mon-
ey transferred to the Gaza
Strip was spent on humani-
tarian endeavors, coordinat-
ed with the United Nations
Special Coordinator for the
Middle East Peace Process.
Additionally, funds for as-
sisting families were trans-
ferred via the World Food
Programme.

“The State of Qatar is

The emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, in Iran last month.

a strong supporter of the
Palestinian people and has
provided humanitarian sup-
port to families in Gaza over
many years,” the office said.
It added that aid to Gaza was
“transferred with the full
knowledge, support, and
supervision of the current
and previous Israeli admin-

istrations and their security
agencies - including the Shin
Bet” and “The list of every
Gazan family that received
aid was coordinated with the
Israeli government.”

On Tuesday, the Shin
Bet published its investiga-
tion into the organization’s
conduct during and in the
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period leading up to the Oc-
tober 7 attack. It found that
the policy of maintaining
“quiet” in Gaza, as well as
the transfer of Qatari funds
that built up Hamas’ mili-
tary wing, were key factors
that allowed for the attack.
In addition, the investiga-
tion also found that “distur-

Majid Asgaripour/West Asia News Agency via Reuters

bances on [the Old City of
Jerusalem’] Temple Mount,
the treatment of Palestin-
ian prisoners and the per-
ception that Israeli society
had weakened due to the
erosion of social cohesion
[in the wake of the judicial
overhaul]” contributed to
Hamas’ growing strength.

Protests over Bennett’s meeting
with Jewish Columbia students

Etan Nechin

NEW YORK -Former Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett
made a surprise visit to New
York’s Columbia University
on Tuesday evening, meet-
ing with a selected group of
Israeli and Jewish American
students to discuss the war
and public affairs in Israel.

Columbia/Barnard Hillel
and the School for Interna-
tional and Public Affairs
organized the closed-door
meeting. Though the press
was barred, sources who
attended the event shared a
recording with Haaretz.

In the meeting, Bennett
credited U.S. President Don-
ald Trump for the hostage
deal and said his leadership
style “creates a meaning-
ful level of deterrence in
the Middle East: People are
afraid, and that’s not neces-
sarily a bad thing.”

Regarding the October 7
attack, Bennett described
the previous year as the
“worst year in Israel’s his-
tory” and blamed the do-
mestic rift over the judicial
overhaul for the vulnerabili-
ties Hamas exploited. “Had
we had a unified country,
we wouldn’t have been dis-
tracted,” he said.

Bennett accused the Ne-
tanyahu government of pri-
oritizing self-preservation
over critical decision-mak-
ing, undermining trust and
governance in Israel. He
also attacked Netanyahu for
funneling money to Hamas
and claimed that he ended
the practice during his ten-
ure as prime minister.

When asked about the
large number of civilian
casualties in (Gaza, Bennett
said Israel “never deliber-

ately targets civilian loca-
tions” and accused Hamas
of committing “self-geno-
cide” by embedding itself
within civilian populations.

Bennett said the country
needs a “Zionist govern-
ment” to build trust and
that any future government
he leads will not include
an Arab party. This comes
after his 2021 government
made history by including
the United Arab List - the
first time an Arab party was
part of a ruling coalition in
Israel.

Mivier Fitoussi

Bennett

Bennett called to “bomb
the heck” out of Iran’s nucle-
ar program. “Not a one-off.
Call it two, three weeks until
we destroy the lion’s share
of Iran’s nuclear program.
That’s what I would do,”
he said. “They won’t be de-
fenseless forever. Right now,
they are. But I don’t know if
they will be in six months.
We must act now,” he added.

The  gathering was
meant to remain confiden-
tial, but news of Bennett’s
visit leaked early Tuesday,
sparking reactions on social
media and within campus
circles.

The protest, attended by

more than 100 pro-Palestin-
ian activists, was organized
by the Columbia chapter of
Jewish Voice for Peace and
Columbia Palestine Solidar-
ity Coalition. Columbia Uni-
versity Apartheid Divest
also participated in the rally.

Left-leaning student
groups like CU Jews for
Ceasefire as well as Yoni
Kurtz, a former president of
Columbia/Barnard Hillel's
student board, condemned
the secretive nature of the
meeting. They claimed that
C/B Hillel staff instructed
students to “minimize dis-
cussing this event with oth-
ers” in an apparent effort
to avoid debate regarding
Bennett’s right-wing settler
agenda.

The groups said in a
statement, “While CBHillel
claims to be committed to
building a diverse Jewish
community, it has nonethe-
less deprived the vast ma-
jority of the student body
of an opportunity to engage
in critical discourse with an
elected official who holds
real political power.”

Columbia has been at the
center of anti-Israel pro-
tests since last year and
has recently faced drastic
backlash from the Trump
administration.

The university adminis-
tration has faced growing
pressure to respond to stu-
dent disruption, including a
recent protest at Barnard,
where pro-Palestinian dem-
onstrators occupied the
dean’s office. That incident
resulted in at least one em-
ployee being hospitalized
and led to threats from
the Trump White House to
freeze funding for universi-
ties.

SHIN BET
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repeatedly emphasized that
Hamas was deterred and
seeking to maintain stability
in the Gaza Strip, while focus-
ing its pressure on Israel in
the West Bank.”

According to the state-
ment, Bar “recommended
‘doing nothing’ or, at most,
reducing the number of
workers entering Israel. The
prime minister, on the other
hand, ordered preparations
to impose a heavy price on
Hamas, stressing that the
component of targeted as-
sassinations of terror leaders
- proved during Operation
Shield and Arrow - is at the
heart of Israeli deterrence,
and that preparations should
continue to target senior
Hamas figures, from [Hamas
military wing head Moham-
med] Deif to [Hamas leader
in Gaza Yahya] Sinwar.”

The Shin Bet stated that
the security service does not
comment on discussions with
government officials.

The Shin Bet probe into
the failures that led to the
October 7 catastrophe details
numerous instances in which
the heads of the security ser-
vice advised Netanyahu-and
also the Bennett-Lapid gov-
ernment — to assassinate top
Hamas figures, but the prime
ministers never authorized
these actions.

In February, Channel 12
News reported that just days
before the Hamas attack, Bar
recommended assassinating
Sinwar during a meeting that
included the prime minister.

In August, Yedioth Ah-
ronoth reported that Bar
warned Netanyahu in July
2023 that a “war was immi-
nent.”

The Shin Bet’s internal in-
vestigation into the failures

that led to October 7 stated,
“2023 was marked by a se-
ries of warnings issued by
the Shin Bet regarding our
enemies’ intent to attack Is-
rael... right up until the days
preceding the massacre.”

The investigation also
found that since 2021, Hamas
had stepped up its efforts to
direct terror attacks out of
the West Bank, prompting
the Shin Bet to recommend
eliminating those orches-
trating this terror campaign
from Gaza.

After the findings of the
Shin Bet investigation were
published on Tuesday, Netan-
yahu attacked Bar, claiming
that “in the ongoing intelli-
gence assessments, including
just a few days before the
massacre, the main thesis in
the Shin Bet was that Hamas
wanted to maintain the quiet
and would not start a war.”

The prime minister also
asserted that in early Octo-
ber 2023, “the Shin Bet chief
recommended granting ci-
vilian benefits to Hamas in
return for buying quiet. Bar
also said that assassinations
should be avoided in Gaza
and Lebanon in order to avoid
another round of fighting in
Gaza.”

However, the result of
the Shin Bet investigation
says that the security ser-
vice advised the political
leadership to initiate action
against Hamas and avoid be-
ing dragged into rounds of
fighting.

The investigation also
found that the Shin Bet failed
for years to identify Hamas’
plan for the invasion, even
after it came into possession
of a document titled Jericho
Wall detailing such a plan.
According to the report, this
persistent failure affected
the agency’s intelligence-
gathering capability and its
decision-making ability on
the night before the Hamas
attack.

S9 hostages, 517 days in captivity

‘I don’t understand why the whole
country isn’t shutting down’

Adi Hashmonai

Late Saturday night, a
few hours after Hamas re-
leased the first video foot-
age of Eitan Horn, who is
being held hostage in Gaza,
his friend Alan Hatmalian-
sky returned home to Kfar
Sava after attending an-
other demonstration at so-
called Hostage Square in
Tel Aviv. Even long after
the video was published,
Hatmaliansky struggled to
calm down.

“I’ve known Eitan for
20 years, and in the video
I saw a different person,”
he said. “His body has
changed. This isn’t the Ei-
tan I’'m used to seeing with
his hair and beard. I've
never seen him this thin.”

But what worries Hat-
maliansky even more than
his friend’s physical con-
dition is his mental state.
“That really scares me,”
he said.

Like Hatmaliansky,
Horn also lives in Kfar
Sava, but on October 7,
2023, he was staying at his
brother Iair’s apartment in
the Gaza border kibbutz of
Nir Oz, from where both
were taken hostage.

The video footage pub-
lished by Hamas captured
the moment Horn bid fare-
well to Iair before the lat-
ter was released last month
as part of the first stage of
the hostage deal. The foot-
age was released amid re-
ports about the potential
collapse of the deal’s sec-
ond stage.

In the video, Horn ad-
dressed Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, say-
ing, “My brother is being
released and saved, and I
am to remain here? And
I also hear that you don’t

Alan Hatmaliansky, last week.

want to move forward
with the second stage [of
the deal]. Have you lost
your mind? How many
more people do you want
to kill? Sure, sometimes I
eat, sometimes I drink. I'm
okay... [But] no, I'm not
okay here [he said while
pointing to his head], I'm
not okay!”

Horn’s words haunt Hat-
maliansky. “I’'ve known
Eitan since 2005. He’s a
strong person who doesn’t
break easily. He’s not some
spoiled kid. He knows how
to handle himself,” he said,
adding that he believes
Horn is “doing everything
he can to survive.”

“But in that video, I saw
a different man,” he contin-
ued. “I saw how he spoke.
The vein in his forehead
[is popping out]. I've never
seen him so full of anger
and rage,” he added.

According to Hatma-
liansky, “People see these
hostage videos and assume
the hostages are well physi-
cally. But no, they aren’t.
Every day, every minute
they spend there, is hell.”

He added that Horn suf-
fers from severe skin con-
ditions, which he believes

Tomer Appelbaum

have worsened in captivity
due to the lack of hygiene
and the absence of the
creams and medication he
requires.

Following statements by
government officials cast-
ing doubt on the possibil-
ity that the second stage of
the cease-fire deal will be
implemented, Hatmalian-
sky is calling on the public
to take to the streets en
masse.

“This can’t go on,” he
said. “I don’t understand
why the whole country isn’t
shutting down. It’s incon-
ceivable.”

“Fine, you were elected,
but listen to the voices of
the majority of the citi-
zens. I don’t know what
more needs to happen for
you to understand that the
hostages are running out of
time,” he said, addressing
the government.

“They should have been
released yesterday,” he
added. “What do you want?
More funerals for dead
hostages like the ones
we've seen recently? What
kind of legacy are you leav-
ing for future generations?
We must bring them all
home now.”

IDF
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defending the homeland.
This is a shared responsi-
bility.”

Netanyahu said that the
history of the Jewish peo-
ple can be divided into two
parts: before and after the
establishment of the State
of Israel and the IDF. “This
does not mean that our
enemies are incapable of
attacking us,” Netanyahu
remarked, referring to the
deadly October 7 massacre.
“But what has changed is
that now we have the option
to fight back.”

Netanyahu also thanked
Halevi for his leadership,
especially after October
7: “Thank you, Herzl, for
your role in the aftermath

Halevi in Gaza

GAZAN
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Syrian journalist Yaman
Amour wrote on X: “They
sent the body of a Palestin-
ian woman instead of an
Israeli woman? The very
idea of abducting a mother
and her children is shame-
ful and a violation of the
moral values of all divine
[religious] laws.”

The body of the Gazan
woman was returned to
Gaza on Thursday. This
happened quietly, far from
TV screens and curious
eyes, with no ceremony and
with no audience to watch
it being delivered.

“Nobody was waiting
there, except for two Red
Crescent workers who re-
ceived the body from the
Red Cross. There were
no relatives or other peo-
ple there. The body was

wrapped in a white bag,
and was taken for burial -
with no details given about
where in Gaza the burial
took place,” said a source
in Gaza. Arab media de-
voted no special broad-
cast to the return of the
woman’s body, mentioning
it only briefly. “The Red
Cross received the body
of the Palestinian woman
who was handed over [to
Israel] in place of the body
of Israeli Shiri Bibas,” the
Palestinian news agency
Sama stated.

It turns out that from
over there, things don’t
look the same. A differ-
ent story emerged from
conversations I had with
(Gazan men and women in
an attempt to find a lead:
one of power relations and
male control over women
during wartime. As it is ev-
erywhere else, in the Strip
there are also mechanisms
of repression that work ac-
cording to a system of so-

cial rules. “There are no
details about the body or
where it was buried,” said
M., a journalist from cen-
tral Gaza who had tried to
find the information him-
self and approached sev-
eral Gazan officials.

“All information about
her is kept secret by
Hamas, since the place
where she was killed was
near a place where Israeli
hostages were kept, and
Hamas does not divulge
such secret information.
It is their decision if and
when to release her name
and details.”

“There’s a theory among
Gazans that the woman
was Kkilled along with her
family when they were in
a building - but we don’t
know who she was,” said
my friend N., a Deir al-
Balah resident. A second
hypothesis, she says, is that
“they didn’t find the right
body and they dug up the
grave of a Gazan woman,

and some people tend to
believe that this was inten-
tional rather than a mis-
take.” She added that the
story sparked anger in the
Strip because it's a matter
of “dishonoring the dead
woman and her family.”

N. and other Gazans
stressed that Hamas is
not interested in revealing
the woman’s identity, as
this will cause tension and
strife between her family
and the group that trans-
ferred her body to Israel.
“This is an outrage,” she
says. “It’s sad to say, but
in the end, people in Gaza
are like Hamas property,
whether they're living or
dead - like the body of this
poor woman.”

This story appears to
be one link in the chain
of repression that Gazan
women have experienced
in wartime. In May 2024
Lebanese journalist Nour
Hoteit published an expo-
sé in a culture magazine

about how the clan mecha-
nism and Hamas rule are
two distinct social and po-
litical systems that work
for one common goal: the
repression of women. In it,
she presents examples of
women who were victims
of domestic violence and
attempted to use the war to
escape their situation via
the Rafah border crossing,
only to be returned to their
families by Hamas gun-
men.

Hoteit mentions that
in 2021, the Hamas-con-
trolled supreme council
of the judiciary released
a ruling limiting wom-
en’s travel through bor-
der crossings; in order to
travel, they needed the ap-
proval of a male authority
in charge of them (father,
husband or brother). In
wake of the ruling, women
were angry. She writes that
due to this ruling, “women
who have faced abuse were
prevented from escaping

(Gaza, and women’s mobil-
ity was restricted in gen-
eral, despite an increase
in violence against them in
light of the war, and in light
of murders and sexual as-
saults perpetrated against
them.”

The silence maintained
by both sides, Israeli and
Palestinian, regarding
the fate of the anonymous
woman from Gaza raises
quite a few moral questions
regarding the attitude to-
ward women in areas of
conflict.

It’'s easy to dismiss the
incident as an error or an
anomaly or as one more
body, like thousands of
other unidentified bodies
buried underground.

But the anonymous Ga-
zan woman reflects a deep-
er story about the deletion
of the female subjects in
wartime in the name of
male honor and the need
to maintain power and con-
trol.

of October 7. At this critical
moment, you mobilized the
forces to recover from the
heavy blow.”

Before the ceremony,
the outgoing and incoming
army chiefs will visit the
Western Wall in Jerusalem.
Afterwards, they are sched-
uled to meet with President
Isaac Herzog and visit the
National Military Cemetery
at Mount Herzl, where they
will lay a wreath in memory
of fallen Israeli soldiers.

Following the ceremony,
Zamir and Defense Min-
ister Israel Katz will meet
with top IDF officers.

Before the

appointment

Last month, the Prime
Minister’s Office an-
nounced that Netanyahu
and Katz had agreed on
Zamir’s appointment as the

Srava Diamant/IDF Spokesperson

next IDF Chief of Staff.

In January, Halevi in-
formed the prime minister
and defense minister of his
decision to step down, stat-
ing in his resignation letter:
“On the morning of October
7, the IDF under my com-
mand failed in its mission
to protect the citizens of
Israel.”

Zamir was regarded as
Netanyahu's preferred man
for the job in 2018.

“Zamir was very close to

the prime minister,” said a
source familiar with their
relationship when Zamir
served as Netanyahu’s mili-
tary secretary from 2012 to
2015.

“Bibi trusted Eyal com-
pletely and wasn’t afraid
to express opinions that
didn't always align with
Bibi’'s views. You could
see the dynamic between
them. They’d exchange a
word privately when others
weren’t looking, and it was
clear there was something
more there. [Zamir] was
very direct.”

Zamir has served as the
Director-General of the De-
fense Ministry since 2023,
having retired from the
military after losing the
IDF chief position to Halevi.
He served as deputy chief
of staff until 2021 and was
previously the commander
of Southern Command and
Netanyahu’s military sec-
retary.

In November, follow-
ing Katz’s appointment as
defense minister, Zamir
requested to retire, but he
remained in his position at
Katz’'s request until a new
Director-General was ap-
pointed.

During his tenure as
head of the Southern Com-
mand, Zamir believed that
restoring calm to the Gaza
border communities and
completing the security
barrier project around the
Gaza Strip justified re-
straint in avoiding a large-
scale confrontation with
Hamas.

Zamir consistently pre-
sented this view in security
discussions - that Hamas
did not seek conflict with
Israel, and that the protests
were an attempt by Hamas
to mitigate the hardship in
Gaza.

He believes that now the
time is ripe for an expan-
sive agreement with Hamas
in Gaza, a move that could
possibly bring respite to Is-
rael’s south for an extended
period of time.
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Eval Zamir’s
choice

The somber atmosphere of Wednesday’s installa-
tion ceremony of the new Israel Defense Forces chief
of staff speaks for itself. Amid a cease-fire, with 59
Israeli hostages still held by Hamas in Gaza, the war’s
resumption a real possibility and the political leader-
ship assailing the military leadership and trying to
portray it as the sole culprit in the failures of October
7, Eyal Zamir was promoted to the rank of lieutenant
general and became Israel’s 24th chief of staff.

“This is my watch, and I take responsibility. In the
name of responsibility, I am ending my role.” With
these words, outgoing Chief of Staff Herzl Halevi
ended his term. This statement emphasized the pro-
found difference between the person who headed the
military on October 7 and has acted in the name of
responsibility since then and the person who heads
the government and has fled from responsibility. It is
no accident that Halevi reiterated the need for a state
commission of inquiry, while Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu continues to block it. Halevi was right
to exploit the occasion to address the politicians’ attack

on the IDF.

The debate over responsibility is important not only
in regard to what has happened but mainly in regard
to what will happen. Zamir assumes command of the
military when Netanyahu is busy trying to blow up
the hostage deal with Hamas so as to resume high-
intensity warfare. There is dangerous talk of opening
the gates of hell, including by Defense Minister Israel
Katz, who was parachuted into his job with the goal
of undermining the independence of the military and

politicizing its ranks.

This is a dangerous moment in the war and in the
history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Israel has
begun preventing humanitarian aid to Gaza and has
plans that include population transfer (the “Generals’
Plan”). All this, as the president of the United States is
voicing support for the expulsion of 2 million Gazans
and has released the few brakes that had restrained
the Jewish messianic energy. Zamir may find the po-
litical leadership asking him to implement a military
plan with a black flag flying over it. It is no less impor-
tant to realize that resuming the war means sacrific-
ing the hostages who are still alive.

Zamir said during the handover that Israel “faces a
constant, fundamental, existential threat. We are sur-
rounded by cruel, brutal and murderous enemies who
seek to destroy us.” He said that the IDF must “strive
to nip lethal and existential threats in the bud.” But he
must also maintain the purity of arms, curb danger-
ous developments in the military and the erosion of
its values. In addition, he will have to face a political
leadership that seeks to advance military measures
— which would mean abandoning the hostages — due
to domestic political interests, chief among them the
preservation of the governing coalition.

Amos Biderman | amosb@ haaretz.co.il

Who raised
their hand
and didn't get any?
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Uri Misgav

We have to hold out until he falls

howing respect for
S Benjamin Netanyahu

while harboring anxi-
ety over his actions are
both overblown. He has
declared war on this coun-
try and on most of its citi-
zens, and he will lose. He
is indeed a bitter enemy,
desperate and unbridled,
and that’s how he should
be treated. A coalition dis-
patching Knesset guard
thugs to beat up bereaved
parents and hostages’ fam-
ily members will not be
elected here again.

The situation in Israel is
worrisome and dispiriting,
sometimes depressing, but
it’s still not in such a bad
shape. Netanyahu, his eyes
sparkling, speaks of “a war
on seven fronts” that will
reshape the Middle East.
It seems that he’s fallen in
love with this idea on the
internal front as well. He
and his government have
launched battles against
the Israel Defense Forces’
General Staff, the Shin Bet
security service, the Moss-
ad, the Supreme Court, the
attorney general, the State
Prosecutor’s Office and the
media.

To defeat so many en-
emies and institutions, one
needs prodigious power,
but Netanyahu and his aco-
lytes don’t have that. This
week, he couldn’t even get
Likud candidate Eli Zafrani

elected as mayor of Kiryat
Shmona. Netanyahu per-
sonally intervened in this
campaign, including post-
ing a video and issuing calls
to voters. For this he had
time. The result: Zafrani
was trounced in the second
round of voting. The Bibi-
ist/ultra-Orthodox/mes-
sianic/Kahanist electorate
remains, but has shrunk in
size. Opinion polls consis-
tently show that with Nafta-
li Bennett’s party possibly
joining the centrist parties,
the current coalition has
45 Knesset seats. It doesn’t
have forces on the ground.
Demonstrations against the
judicial system and against
a hostage deal are only at-
tended by a handful of fa-
natics. You don’t vanquish a
country through despicable
attempts at car-ramming
anti-government protesters
on Tel Aviv’'s Begin Street.
Shin Bet chief Ronen
Bar, who knows a thing or
two about analyzing en-
emies and mapping threats,
drew clear lines of engage-
ment. Yes to returning the
hostages and to a state
commission of inquiry, no
to giving up positions of
power and influence. What
happened with the police
has been studied well. This
was a clear message to
Netanyahu and the public.
I assume there will be ar-
ticles mocking the liberal-

democratic camp and its
new hero, the chief of the
security service that failed
on October 7, who 1s also
responsible for the horrors
of the occupation. We'll get
over it. You can’t please ev-
eryone, certainly not the op-
ponents of Zionism and the
supporters of one state be-
tween the Jordan River and
the Mediterranean, a state
which will obviously be a
thriving liberal democracy,
equitable and respectful of
minorities and individual
rights.

Haaretz editor Aluf
Benn thinks differently.
He disdains what he calls
the “anyone-but-Bibi camp,
mocking the hopes pinned
on toppling Netanyahu with
the help of Bennett, deter-
mining that “The tragedy
of the left and the center is
the absence of candidates
who will return to the ideo-
logical foundation of Israeli
liberalism: dividing the
land into two states as the
basis for regional peace”
(Haaretz, February 25). It's
hard to argue with these
ideas, certainly not from an
emotional perspective. But
we are in a post-traumatic
Israel, burned by the hor-
ror of the invasion of our
land. It will take time to
recover and to revive the
vision of peace and coexis-
tence. My grandfather, who
was trained as a Palmach

fighter and was a Mapainik
in his soul, taught me prag-
matism and realpolitik: you
move by one dunam and one
goat at a time, forging alli-
ances with anyone who can
help with the urgent and
main goal. Is there any dis-
pute over the fact that this
is now the removal of this
government of destruction?

On Sunday, Channel 12
commentator Amit Segal
claimed determinately that
“95 percent of the public
supports the resumption
of the war in Gaza.” The
next morning, a survey
published on by Kan public
television showed the real
numbers: 9 percent. Segal is
his editors’ and employers’
problem, but the figure it-
self is encouraging. Netan-
yahu has worn out his credit
among the wider public, and
it’s doubtful that he will be
able to impose a renewal of
the war and the sacrifice of
more hostages.

In his latest horror shows
at the Knesset and in court,
he reminds one of rulers
from the past who went off
the rails as their end drew
near, moving imaginary
divisions from side to side
while claiming that trea-
sonous all-embracing (deep
state) plots were being con-
cocted behind their backs.
The heart burns with an-
ticipation. It will take time,
but we are fated to hold out.

Gideon Levy

Manhunt in a mall

great catastrophe
was averted this
week. At the new

Big Fashion Glilot, the larg-
est shopping mall in Israel
and the crowning glory of
recent national achieve-
ments, 10 Palestinians
who were in Israel without
entry permits were dis-
covered. Imagine, 10 un-
documented Palestinians
at a “leisure and shopping”
complex. Idols in the Israe-
li holy temple.

The 150,000 shopping-
hungry Israelis who stormed
the mall over the weekend
had been exposed to a danger
they didn’t know existed. Ap-
point a commission of inqui-
ry immediately. Survivors
of the disaster that didn’t
happen were interviewed
everywhere and said they
never imagined there would
be unauthorized Palestinians
in their new mall. After all,
they want to feel safe when
they go to eat a hamburger or
buy a pair of sneakers. One
undocumented cleaner was
discovered at Zara store, and
it appears there was another
at the Delta store.

The quarry were led away,
handcuffed, in full view. Bor-
der Policemen, Israeli heroes,
captured them with charac-
teristic courage and determi-
nation. The store chains’ PR
people are focusing on dam-
age control and reassuring
the public: There will be no
more “illegals” at Big. Every-
one is invited back to a mall
that has been cleansed.

As their status suggests,
“illegal” Palestinians are not
human beings. They have no
names or faces, dreams or
personal crises. It is enough
to know that they are in Is-
rael without a permit. They
are suspicious objects. Soon,
tools will be developed to
locate and eliminate them
without any human contact.
When they say “there are no
innocents in Gaza,” they also
mean the West Bank Palestin-
ians who are in Israel without
authorization. They are tick-
ing bombs, unless proven
otherwise. Bold Israeli jour-
nalists are quick to report
them to the authorities; then
they feel they have fulfilled a
journalistic mission.

One of the manhunters,
Yossi Eli from Channel 13
News, haslong been obsessed
with tormenting Palestin-
ians. His eyes lit up when he
presented an embarrassing
report on the abuse of detain-
ees from Hamas' Nukhba
Forces. He stood transfixed
by the scandalous display the

guards put on in his honor,
humiliating the detainees in
front of the cameras. Perhaps
he thought he was doing his
duty as a journalist. In 2025
Israel, showing Palestinians
being abused is PR; once it
was a cause of shame.

Eli is sure the hunt at Big
was prompted by his future
story on the “swarms of unau-
thorized [ Palestinians] flood-
ing Israel.” On X he boasted
of joining a “civilian initia-
tive” to expel the “illegals,”
who, he says, are not “being
dealt with.” He, too, tells the
story of Israeli media.

The Palestinians who are
in Israel without permits are
indeed human beings. Des-
perate people, deprived of
their livelihood by Israel in
an arbitrary act of collective
punishment. For a year and
a half they have been denied
entry, leaving hundreds of
thousands of them destitute.
Despair in the West Bank is
growing, as is the poverty.
Some resort to violence; oth-
ers try to sneak into Israel to
work. They sneak into Israel
just as Jews sneaked out of
the ghettos to obtain food.
They too were illegals.

They know what will hap-
pen if they are caught, but
their children at home are
hungry. Israel prohibits them
from working within its bor-
ders, but surprisingly allows
them to work in the settle-
ments. There they are not “il-
legals.” The greed of the set-
tlers — most are “operators,”
some exploit cheap Palestin-
ian labor - outweighs every-
thing. After all, someone has
to clean the settlers’ streets
and build their homes. What
is dangerous in Big isnot dan-
gerous in Halamish.

Above all, the lines of rac-
ism and dehumanization,
wrapped in the cellophane of
security that permits every-
thing, including collective
punishment, humiliation and
starvation. But it is not at all
clear what is more danger-
ous for Israel - closing its
borders, which leads to hun-
ger and despair, or their con-
trolled opening.

In the meantime, genera-
tions of Israelis are being
raised here who come to
the mall on Shabbat and see
Palestinians hunted like ani-
mals. It's shocking when it’s
an unfortunate animal, but
no less shocking when it’s
an unfortunate worker, one
of thousands who built this
country and paved its roads.

Help, there’s an illegal
here. Call the Border Police,
or Yossi Eli.

Larry Garber

Starving Gaza doesn’t serve Israel

Hamas, Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu
announced the closure of
all entry points to Gaza on
a Sunday television broad-
cast in English. The conse-
quences in the Gaza Strip
were immediate. Prices in
markets doubled and those
with means began hoard-
ing supplies in anticipation
of a potentially lengthy pe-
riod of no or limited access.
Without expectations for
reopening, trucks waiting at
the Kerem Shalom crossing
turned around before per-
ishable foodstuff spoiled.
Meanwhile, goods shipped
by humanitarian organiza-
tions now have to pay steep
demurrage fees while the
goods sit in Ashdod or other
ports.

The first stage of the Janu-
ary 15 cease-fire agreement
between Israel and Hamas
achieved most of its objec-
tives. Thirty hostages re-
turned to Israel, more than
2,000 Palestinians were re-
leased from Israeli prisons
and the catastrophic human-
itarian conditions in Gaza
significantly improved with
an average of 600 trucks per
day entering Gaza during the
six-week period. However,
stage one also required the
parties negotiate stages two
and three of the agreement.
They did not.

The Trump administra-
tion has effectively given
Israel the freedom to pro-
ceed as it chooses. Providing
such carte blanche will have
grave consequences for Ga-

In an effort to pressure

zans, will further degrade
Israel’s standing within the
international community and
will delay the post-October 7
physical and psychological
repair that is critical for both
Israeli and Palestinian soci-
eties.

Netanyahu explained the
closure as necessary to pre-
vent Hamas from stealing
food and other goods enter-
ing Gaza. This is but a pre-
text: With ample food and
other goods in the market
since January 19, the siphon-
ing of assistance by Hamas
and other criminal elements
for personal use or for resale
dramatically decreased.

Leaving aside legal and
moral considerations, the
blockade strategy will only
work if the population in Gaza
is actually capable of exert-
ing influence on Hamas.

Netanyahu may think
that, after a period of calm,
Palestinians in Gaza will
forcefully object to allowing
the humanitarian crisis to
resume. Indeed, he appears
ready to ratchet up the pres-
sure by cutting off electric-
ity and the remaining water
supplies and, if necessary, re-
sume a full-scale war. How-
ever, what Netanyahu has not
done, other than repeatedly
state a “no Hamas/no Abbas”
policy, is to present an Israeli
plan for a post-conflict Gaza.

The most elaborate ar-
ticulation of current Israeli
thinking regarding Gaza was
outlined last week by Israel’s
Coordinator for Government
Affairs in the Territories,
which is responsible for civil-

ian affairs in the Palestinian
territories. In meetings with
representatives of the United
Nations and other organiza-
tions operating in Gaza, CO-
GAT presented a post-cease-
fire plan that assumes the
Palestinian population will
remain in Gaza and will be
supported through “humani-
tarian hubs.”

Building on the experi-
ence at the Netzarim cor-
ridor during the cease-fire
period, the hubs will be
secured by private contrac-
tors with the Israel Defense
Forces providing whatev-
er backup is needed. The
only access to Gaza will be
through the Kerem Shalom
crossing, and only organi-
zations authorized by Israel
would be allowed to oper-
ate in Gaza. The role of the
UNRWA refugee agency as
the primary deliverer of ser-
vices to the population living
in Gaza would be eliminated.

As currently formulated,
the COGAT plan has little
chance of being endorsed
by the Palestinians or other
major players, including po-
tential Arab and European
countries whose financial
support will be critical for
rebuilding Gaza. Although
COGAT claims it has briefed
U.S. officials, the Trump ad-
ministration has not refer-
enced the plan in its public
statements.

Aside from President
Donald Trump’s Gaza Rive-
ria fantasy, the U.S. admin-
istration has yet to formulate
even a short-term policy
for addressing the situation

in Gaza. To the surprise of
many, the administration au-
thorized waivers for several
USAID-funded humanitar-
ian and health projects in
(Gaza, while terminating 90
percent of U.S. foreign assis-
tance programs across the
globe. Whether these waivers
are sustained for an extended
period remains to be seen.

The absence of a princi-
pled U.S. government voice
onissues of humanitarian ac-
cess to Gaza will weaken ef-
forts to convince Israel to op-
erate within the framework
of international humanitar-
ian law and to avoid further
international opprobrium.

Israeli interests are not
served by allowing -cata-
strophic humanitarian con-
ditions to return to Gaza.
Nor are Israel’s interests
served if the United States
simply walks away from the
negotiations or severs diplo-
matic interactions with and
programmatic support for
the Palestinians. For now,
all eyes turn to the plan that
emerges from the aftermath
of the Cairo summit with a
hope that it can serve as the
basis for constructive nego-
tiations. Only then will the
release of the remaining Is-
raeli hostages and an agreed
upon vision for the rebuilding
of Gaza become areality.

Larry Garber, a senior USAID
policy official during the Clinton
and Obama administrations,
served as USAID mission director
to the West Bank and Gaza and as
an election observer to Palestinian
presidential, legislative and
municipal elections.

Avraham Spraragen

Israel must leave Syria right now

ust hours after the
downfall of Syrian dic-
tator Bashar Assad in
ecember, Israel invaded
the demilitarized zone be-
tween Syria and the oc-
cupied Golan Heights. In
response to UN condem-
nation, the Israeli army
claimed that its violation
of Syrian sovereignty was
necessary for security,
“limited and temporary.”

However, more than two
months later, Israel main-
tains a presence within and
beyond the demilitarized
zone, which Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
confirmed last month will
be “indefinite.” Israel must
back off Syria immediately,
or squander the opportunity
for a post-Assad detente.

The Israeli military in-
cursion was initially framed
as a short-term measure to
address legitimate security
concerns surrounding the
new Syrian leadership and
lingering Iranian influences
in Syria. Since then, Syria’s
interim President Ahmad al-
Sharaa, first known interna-
tionally by the nom de guerre
Abu Mohammed al-Golani,
has recommitted to the 1974
agreement with Israel.

Despite his jihadist ori-
gins, Sharaa has said that
Syria does “not want any
conflict” with Israel and that
his country will not serve as
a “launchpad for attacks” by
Iran. Further demonstrating
the positive transformation
of Sharaa’s Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham, the new governor of
Damascus, Maher Marwan

boldly proclaimed that “we
want peace.”

Rather than seizing the
opportunity presented by
these overtures, Israel is
developing a pretext for
permanent occupation: Ne-
tanyahu instructed the mili-
tary to “prepare to defend”
the city of Jaramana outside
Damascus, sparking protests
within the Syrian Druze
community. Any such pro-
tracted stay would blatantly
violate the 1974 Agreement
on Disengagement and fo-
ment increased anti-Israel
sentiment among the Syrian
population. It would also un-
dermine Sharaa’s domestic
credibility and with it his
post-Assad reform process,
creating a power vacuum
that Iran would eagerly fill to
revive its Axis of Resistance.

The 1974 Israel-Syria
agreement established a
demilitarized zone between
Syria and the Golan Heights,
occupied by Israel in the
1967 Six-Day War. Following
the 1973 Yom Kippur War,
the UN Disengagement Ob-
server Force was stationed
in the demilitarized zone to
monitor the cease-fire and
lay the groundwork for a
“just and durable peace.” For
the first time since the 1973
war and despite continued
UNDOF deployment, Israel
has breached the de facto
border with Syria, known as
the “Purple Line.”

In the months since
Assad’s fall, Israel has con-
structed outposts along the
Syrian border, taking over
villages, erecting check-

points, closing roads, raid-
ing homes, conducting night
patrols, displacing residents
and firing on those protest-
ing Israeli troop presence.
Satellite imagery obtained
by Haaretz reveals that the
IDF has established at least
seven new bases from Syrian
Mount Hermon in the north
to Tel Kudna in the south.
Furthermore, the opportuni-
ty presented by Assad’s top-
pling has been used by Israel
to escalate airstrikes on Da-
mascus, which have reached
an “all-time high.”

Netanyahu’s
violations of Syrian
sovereignty are
endangering

a potentially
historic post-Assad
detente with a

new government

in Damascus.

Netanyahu must immedi-
ately withdraw IDF troops
from Syria and suspend air-
strikes that violate Syrian
sovereignty. Additional UN-
DOF peacekeeping forces
should be deployed to the
demilitarized zone to ensure
mutual border security, en-
abling both parties to recom-
mit to the 1974 agreement as
the basis for future negotia-
tions. Detente would position
Israel and Syriatoresolve the

more intractable issues, such
as the final status of the Golan
Heights, through an eventual
peace treaty.

U.S. President Donald
Trump also has a role to play
in forging this brighter fu-
ture, one that can build on
the 2020 Abraham Accords.
His predecessor already
lifted the $10 million bounty
on Sharaa, after sending U.S.
diplomats to Damascus for
the first time since 2012. If
Syria demonstrates further
progress on counterterrorism
and domestic reforms, Trump
should consider removing
the formerly Al Qaeda-linked
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham from
the list of U.S. terror organi-
zations.

Trump should also consid-
er lifting sanctions against
the new Syrian regime and
providing it with economic
assistance for post-Assad
rebuilding, while gradually
reducing the American mili-
tary footprint in Syria (main-
taining some to ensure that
Islamic State prisons remain
secure). To verify Sharaa’s
progress and coordinate next
steps, Trump should prompt-
ly send his Middle East team
to the Syrian capital.

The historic opportunity
for a post-Assad detente be-
tween Israel and Syria is
waiting to be seized. With
careful orchestration by the
two parties and diligent U.S.
oversight, the region may not
have to wait much longer.

Avraham Spraragen, a law student

at Georgetown Law, is a graduate
of Cornell and the London School
of Economics.
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As Netanyahu’s billionaire circle
shrinks, one buddy remains loyal

The prime minister has always cultivated wealthy Jewish backers. British
property baron Zak Gertler is keeping the faith on his own now

Anat Georgy
In the ancient Tower of

David, nestled between

the stone walls and of-
fering breathtaking views
of Jerusalem, several
prestigious event spaces
opened a few years ago.
They can accommodate up
to 700 guests, who can mar-
vel at the 3,000-year-old ru-
ins at the citadel.

Last year, Jewish-British
real estate magnate Zak
Gertler expressed interest in
hosting an event there in hon-
or of the marriage of Avner
Netanyahu, the younger son
of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, and Amit Yard-
eni. Avner even visited the
venue and was impressed.
The wedding, scheduled for
November, was postponed,
and the Tower of David even
will not be held, presumably.

It wasn’t the first time
Gertler’'s name had been
linked to events for the
Netanyahus, with whom,
like many other Jewish bil-
lionaires, he had developed
a close friendship over the
years.

In October 2019, Ne-
tanyahu arrived late to a
large party in his honor at
Gertler’s home in Tel Aviv.
Figures from the worlds of
business, media and politics
arrived one after another,
including David Friedman,
then U.S. ambassador to Is-
rael; Ron Dermer, then the
Israeli ambassador to the
U.S. and now strategic af-
fairs minister and former
Jewish Agency chair Natan
Sharansky.

“Zak worships Netanya-
hu,” says a source who knows

Gertler well. “He believes
he is second to none. He will
stand by him through thick
and thin, there for whatev-
er he needs. They are that
close.” How close? In Octo-
ber 2023, shortly after the
outbreak of war, Uri Misgav
reported in Haaretz that the
prime minister wife, Sara Ne-
tanyahu, stayed at Gertler’s
home for four days before
moving to billionaire Simon
Falic’s residence in Jerusa-
lem. Sara, also visited Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneer-
son’s grave in New York last
September, with Zak’s wife,
Candida. The Gertlers were
even invited to attend Netan-
yahu's speech tothe U.S. Con-
gress in July. In March 2023,
Sara Netanyahu attended
the wedding of Gertler’s son
Raphael in London together
with Avner’s brother, Yair.

In recent decades, the
Gertlers have been major
donors to Netanyahu. Ac-
cording to reports to the
state comptroller, in 2012
Gertler donated 42,000
shekels (about $11,000) to
Netanyahu for the Likud
primaries and in 2013, he
donated 43,000 shekels.
He also donated to Moshe
Ya'alon, who was running
for a place on the Likud elec-
tion slate: 22,000 shekels in
2012 and 11,000 shekels 1n
2014. Ya’alon commented
last month that Gertler is a
Zionist Jew and supporter
of Israel and beyond that,
their acquaintance is only
superficial.

The largest known dona-
tion from the Gertlers to
Netanyahu came in 2019,
when Netanyahu was run-
ning in the Likud primary

against Gideon Sa’ar. He
raised 200,000 shekels
from nine donors, mostly
from the Gertlers. Zak do-
nated 42,000 shekels, as did
his daughter Natasha, his
son Raphael and his sister,
Idessa Trink. Another do-
nor was Yossi Navi, CEO
of the Carlton Hotel in Tel
Aviv, who is close to Gertler
and who contributed 40,000
shekels to Netanyahu.

‘You could say that
Zak and Candida
are among the few
who remain loyal to
Netanyahu, while
other billionaires

have begun to turn
their backs on him.

Since entering politics in
the late 1980s, Netanyahu
has surrounded himself with
acircle of Jewish billionaires
who have promoted him, sup-
ported him, hosted him and
often showered him and Sara
with gifts. Among the most
notable were Sheldon and
Miriam Adelson, the owners
of the newspaper Israel Hay-
om, which for years served
as a propaganda tool for Ne-
tanyahu, and producer Ar-
non Milchan, who frequently
gave jewelry, champagne
and cigars to the Netanyahus.

Gertler also earned a
place of honor on this list.
However, Netanyahu's re-
lationship with Milchan be-
came central to one of the

corruption cases against the
prime minister, with Milchan
testifying that his friendship
with Netanyahu had ruined
his life. Meanwhile, Miriam
Adelson has distanced her-
self from Netanyahu in re-
cent years, especially after
Sheldon’s death in 2021, and
redirected Israel Hayom.
Just this week, as part of her
efforts to secure the release
of hostages, including pres-
suring U.S. President Don-
ald Trump, she used Israel
Hayom to devote significant
attention totheissue, criticiz-
ing Netanyahu on the front
page. “This is no time for
an unnecessary pampering
weekend at a luxury hotel,”
read the headline, something
the editors would never have
even considered in the past.

Against this backdrop,
the stable relationship with
the Gertlers stands out. “You
could say that Zak and Can-
dida are among the few who
remain loyal to Netanyahu,
while other billionaires have
begun to turn their backs
on him,” suggests a source
familiar with the Gertlers,
“perhaps because in this
case, the relationship tran-
scends ideology.”

It’s unclear how Netan-
yahu and Gertler first met.
Some believe they met 30
years ago when Netanyahu
came to London to give a lec-
ture. According to Haaretz
journalist Benny Ziffer, a
personal friend of the prime
minister who has met the
Gertlers at various events
and even hosted them at
his home, they are part of a
group that has surrounded
Netanyahu for many years,
attending functions and me-

morials. “They are modest,
European, unassuming peo-
ple,” he says. “You won't hear
them praising him in public,
as others do. They are more
distant, but the relationship is
close and affectionate.”

“Like many wealthy
Jews in Netanyahu's circle,
Gertler is deeply Zionist
and firmly right-wing,”
says a source familiar with
him. “Perhaps this is why
he donated to Ya'alon at the
time, when Ya’alon was still
perceived as extreme right-
wing.”

Zacharias “Zak” Gertler,
once described by the Brit-
ish newspaper the Evening
Standard as one of London’s
“secret rich,” lives in the
prestigious London neighbor-
hood of St. John’s Wood and
owns several apartments in
Israel. He visits Israel quite
frequently. Candida is an art
collector and a co-founder
and partner in the Outset
Contemporary Art Fund,
which also supports Israeli
art. The couple has two chil-
dren: Raphael, who served
as a lone soldier in the IDF
Spokesperson’s Unit, is mar-
ried to an Israeli and lives in
Israel, and Natasha.

The family empire, spe-
cializing in residential, com-
mercial and hotel real estate
in Europe and Israel, was
founded by father Moritz
Gertler, a Holocaust survi-
vor from Germany, when he
purchased old buildings in
Frankfurt’s Westend quar-
ter with other survivors
in the 1950s. Moritz, who
became a successful busi-
nessman, avoided publicity
and according to the Frank-
furter Allgemeine Zeitung,

Zak Gertler and Candida Gertler in London, in 2015.

“spoke to friends about his
suffering under the Nazi
extermination machine.”
In the early 1970s, Moritz
established Gertler Estates,
through which he expanded
the family business. The
company now Oowns numer-
ous residential and commer-
cial properties in Germany.
Like many wealthy Jews,
Moritz began investing in Is-
raeli real estate in the 1970s,
particularly in hotels. Moritz
died in 2003, leaving his for-
tune to his children and wife
Miriam, who died in 2019.
Zak, born in Frankfurt,
joined the family business in
the late 1970s and expanded
investments to London in the
‘00s, later relocating there, as
well as to Paris. According to
a source familiar with the
family’s business ventures,
they are exceptional entre-
preneurs who recognize
and develop opportunities.
“Their investment in Israel
is relatively minor and stems
from Zionism,” he adds.

Beyond their business in-
terests in Israel, the Gertlers
frequently donate to Jewish
and Israeli organizations.
Among other contributions,
they have donated to Yad
Vashem and Tel Aviv Univer-
sity’s school of music where
a string quartet founded by
Moritz was named after his
brother, who died in the Ho-
locaust. Zak also donated to
the Adi Negev rehabilitation
village for disabled people
and helped fund the first re-
habilitation hospital in south-
ern Israel.

The Gertlers, particularly
Candida, support Israeli art,
regularly purchasing works
by Israeli artists. Candida, as
mentioned earlier, co-found-
ed the Outset Fund in 2003
and is a partner in Urban
Vitamin, an initiative sup-
porting artistic ventures. In
December, Candidaresigned
from her public roles at the
fund and London’s Tate Mod-
ern Museum, following a pro-
test by 1,200 European art-
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ists who urged the museum to
sever ties with the fund due to
its financial connections with
Israel, calling for a stance
against “art-washing.”

One source we spoke to
analyzed the relationship be-
tween Netanyahu and Jewish
capitalists in this way: “The
billionaires supporting Ne-
tanyahu are right-wing, and
to them, he has long been the
leader of the right. As long
as he remains in office, it
naturally strengthens their
support for him. This doesn’t
mean they like everything
he or his family does.” Will
the relationship between the
Gertlers and the Netanyahus
survive political issues and
persist even when Netan-
yahu leaves office, as their
associates claim, or will it, as
in other cases, falter? Time
will tell.

The Gertler family de-
clined to provide a comment
for this article. Netanyahu's
office did not respond to a
request for comment.
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17.30 Castaways 18.30 The Conductor 19.20 Cheaters
(s.2) 19.55 The Bold and the Beautiful 20.20 The Young
and the Restless 21.00 Wolf Hall: The Mirror and the
Light 22.00 Based on a True Story (s.2) 22.30 In Qur
Blood 23.20 Billions (s.5) 00.20 Outlander (5.7) 01.20
The White Lotus (s.3) 01.45 In Our Blood

YES TV ACTION (¥6)

06.00 9-1-1 (5.6, 2 eps) 07.30 Trigger Point (5.2) 08.20
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit (s.24, 2 eps) 09.50
The Equalizer (s.5) 10.35 SW.AT (s.8) 11.20 911
(s.6, 2 eps) 12.50 FBI: International (s.3) 13.35 Law &
Order: Special Victims Unit (s.24, 2 eps) 15.05 Trigger
Point (s.2, 2 eps) 16.45 Astrid & Lilly Save the World (2
eps) 18.15 The Equalizer (s.5) 19.00 S.W.AT (s.8) 19.45
FBI: International (s.3) 20.30 Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit (s.24, 2 eps) 22.00 Chicago Fire (s.13)
22.45 Fire Country (s.3) 23.30 True Detective 00.30
True Blood Season (2 eps) 02.15 House of the Dragon

YES TV COMEDY (¥7)

06.05 Grown-ish (s.6, 2 eps) 06.55 Hot in Cleveland
(s.6, 2 eps) 07.45 Avenue 5 (2 eps) 08.50 Kid Sister
(s.2, 2 eps) 09.50 The Office (s.5, 2 eps) 10.40 The
Nanny (s.4, 2 eps) 11.30 Married with Children (s.8,
2 eps) 12.20 Avenue 5 (2 eps) 13.30 Grown-ish (5.6,
2 eps) 14.20 Hot in Cleveland (s.6, 2 eps) 15.10 Kid
Sister (s.2, 2 eps) 16.05 The Office (5.5, 2 eps) 16.55
The Nanny (s.4, 2 eps) 17.45 Married with Children
(5.8, 2 eps) 18.40 Avenue 5 (2 eps) 19.50 Laid (2 eps)
21.00 The Office (s.5, 2 eps) 21.50 The Nanny (s.4, 2
eps) 22.40 Married with Children (s.8, 2 eps) 23.30
Curb Your Enthusiasm (5.6, 2 eps) 00.30 Entourage
(s.7, 2 eps) 01.30 Grown-ish (s.6, 2 eps) 02.20 Hot in
Cleveland (s.6, 2 eps)

EUROSPORT (Y61/H59)

06.30 Ski Jumping - World Cup in Hinzenbach, Austria
07.00 Snooker - World Open in Yushan, China: Round 3
08.00 Snooker - World Open in Yushan, China Quarter-
finals 11.00 Cross Country Skiing - World Champion-
ship in Trondheim, Norway 12.45 Ski Jumping - World
Cup in Hinzenbach, Austria 13.15 Cross Country
Skiing - World Championship in Trondheim, Norway
15.30 Olympic Games - The Power of the Olympics

15.45 Nordic Combined Skiing - World Championship
in Trondheim, Norway 16.55 Cross Country Skiing
- World Championship in Trondheim, Morway 17.45
Nordic Combined Skiing - World Championship in
Trondheim, Norway 18.45 Cross Country Skiing - World
Championship in Trondheim, Norway 20.00 Snooker -
World Open in Yushan, China: Quarterfinals 21.15 Ski
Jumping - World Championship in Trondheim, Norway
22.45 Cross Country Skiing - World Championship in
Trondheim, Norway 23.30 Snooker - World Open in
Yushan, China: Quarterfinals 01.00 Nordic Combined
Skiing - World Championship in Trondheim, Norway
02.00 Ski Jumping - World Championship in Trondheim,
Norway 02.30 Snooker - World Open in Yushan, China:
Quarterfinals

HOT CINEMA 1 (H16)

07.15 Lethal Weapon (USA, 1987). Action. Dir: Richard
Donner. With Mel Gibson, Danny Glover.

09.05 Any Given Sunday (USA, 1999). Sports drama.
Dir: Oliver Stone. With Al Pacino, Cameron Diaz, Dennis
Quaid, James Woods, Jamie Foxx, LL Cool J.

11.45 The Bank Job (UK, 2008). Crime. Dir: Roger Don-
aldson. With Jason Statham, Saffron Burrows.

13.35 Pelé: Birth of a Legend (USA, 2016). Biographi-
cal. Dirs: Jeff Zimbalist, Michael Zimbalist. With Kevin de
Paula, Leonardo Lima Carvalho, Seu Jorge.

15.20 Executive Decision (USA, 1996). Action. Dir: Stuart
Baird. With Kurt Russell, Steven Seagal, Halle Berry.
17.35 Man of Steel (USA/Canada/UK, 2013). Action. Dir:
Zack Snyder. With Henry Cavill, Amy Adams, Michael
Shannon.

19.55 Notting Hill (USA, 1999). Romantic comedy. Dir:
Roger Michell. With Julia Roberts, Hugh Grant, Rhys
Ifans.

22.00 American Made (USA/Japan, 2017). Biography.
Dir: Doug Liman. With Tom Cruise, Domhnall Glee-
son, Sarah Wright.

23.50 Mad Max: Fury Road (Australia/USA, 2015).
Action. Dir: George Miller. With Tom Hardy, Charlize
Theron, Nicholas Hoult.

01.50 Dead Man Down (USA, 2013). Action. Dir: Niels
Arden Oplev. With Colin Farrell, Noomi Rapace, Dominic
Cooper.

HOT CINEMA 2 (H17)

07.10 Man of Tai Chi (USA/China/Hong Kong, 2013).
Action drama. Dir: Keanu Reeves. With Tiger Hu Chen,
Keanu Reeves, Karen Mok.

08.55 The Expendables 2 (USA, 2012). Action adventure
thriller. Dir: Simon West. With Sylvester Stallone, Jean-
Claude Van Damme.

10.35 The Mummy (China/Japan/USA, 2017). Adven-
ture. Dir: Alex Kurtzman. With Tom Cruise, Sofia Boutel-
la, Annabelle Wallis.

12.40 Free State of Jones (USA, 2016). Action drama.
Dir: Gary Ross. With Matthew McConaughey, Gugu
Mbatha-Raw, Mahershala Ali.

14.55 Enemy at the Gates (USA/Germany/UK/Ireland,
2001). WWII suspense drama. Dir: Jean-Jacques Ann-
aud. With Joseph Fiennes, Jude Law, Rachel Weisz, Bob
Hoskins, Ed Harris.

17.05 Carbone (France, 2017). Thriller. Dir: Olivier
Marchal. With Benoit Magimel, Gerard Depardieu

18.45 The Titan (UK/Spain/USA/Germany, 2018).
Drama. Dir: Lennart Ruff. With Sam Worthington, Taylor
Schilling, Tom Wilkinson.

20.20 Wrong Place (USA, 2022). Action. Dir: Mike Burns.
With Ashley, Bruce Willis, Michael Sirow.

22.00 Pay the Ghost (Canada, 2015). Drama. Dir: Uli
Edel. With Nicholas Cage, Sarah Wayne Callies.

23.30 Samaritan (USA, 2022). Action. Dir: Julius Avery.
With Sylvester Stallone, Javon "Wanna Walton, Pilou
Ashaek.

01.10 The Departed (USA/Hong Kong, 2006). Crime. Dir:
Martin Scorsese. With Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt Damon,
Jack Nicholson, Mark Wahlberg.

HOT CINEMA 3 (H18)

06.50 Meet the Fockers (USA, 2004). Comedy. Dir: Jay
Roach. With Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller, Dustin Hoffman,

Barbra Streisand.

08.40 Rock the Kasbah (USA, 2015). Comedy. Dir: Barry
Levinson. With Bruce Willis, Bill Murray, Kate Hudson,
Zooey Deschanel.

10.25 The Speech (France/Belgium, 2020). Dir: Laurent
Tirard. With Benjamin Lavernhe, Sara Giraudeau, Julia
Piaton.

11.55 Gringo (Australia/USA, 2018). Action comedy.
Dir: Nash Edgerton. With Joel Edgerton, Charlize Ther-
on, David Oyelowo.

13.45 Two Many Chefs (Spain, 2022). Comedy. Dir: Joa-
quin Mazon. With Karra Elejalde, Enric Auquer.

15.15 The Guard (Ireland, 2011). Comedy. Dir: John
Michael McDonagh. With Brendan Gleeson, Don Chea-
dle.

16.50 Legally Blonde (USA, 2001). Comedy. Dir: Robert
Luketic. With Reese Witherspoon, Luke Wilson.

18.25 Maggie Moore(s) (USA, 2023). Comedy crime. Dir:
John Slattery. With Jon Hamm, Tina Fey, Christopher
Denham.

20.05 I Want You Back (USA, 2022). Romantic comedy.
Dir: Jason Orley. With Charlie Day, Jenny Slate, Scott
Eastwood.

22.00 Killers (USA, 2010). Action. Dir: Robert Luketic.
With Ashton Kutcher, Katherine Heigl.

23.40 Can You Keep a Secret? (USA, 2019). Romantic
comedy. Dir: Elise Duran. With Alexandra Daddario, Suni-
ta Mani, Tyler Hoechlin.

01.15 My Big Fat Greek Wedding 3 (USA, 2023). Roman-
tic comedy. Directed by and starring Nia Vardalos. With
John Corbett, Louis Mandylor.

HOT CINEMA 4 (H19)

06.05 Just to Be Sure (France/Belgium, 2017). Comedy.
Dir: Carine Tardieu. With Francois Damiens, Cecile de
France, Guy Marchand.

07.50 The Good Boss Ef buen patron (Spain, 2021). Com-
edy drama. Dir: Fernando Ledn de Aranoa. With Javier
Bardem, Manolo Solo.

09.45 The Bling Ring (USA/UK/France, 2013). Drama.
Dir: Sofia Coppola. With Emma Watson, Taissa Farmiga,
Leslie Mann.

11.20 Remember (Canada/South Africa/Mexico/Germa-
ny, 2015). Thriller. Dir: Atom Egoyan. With Christopher
Plummer, Kim Roberts, Amanda Smith.

12.55 To Leslie (USA, 2011). Drama. Dir: Michael Mor-
ris. With Andrea Riseborough, Drew Youngblood, Tom
Virtue.

14.50 1 Got Lifer Aurore (France, 2017). Drama. Dir:
Blandine Lenoir. With Agnes Jaoui, Thibault de Mon-
talembert, Pascale Arbillot.

16.25 The Company Men (UK/USA, 2010). Drama. Dir:
John Wells. With Ben Affleck, Tommy Lee Jones.

18.10 Maudie (Ireland/Canada, 2016). Biography. Dir:
Aisling Walsh. With Sally Hawkins, Ethan Hawke, Kari
Matchett.

20.05 Priscilla (Ttaly/USA, 2023). Docudrama. Dir: Sofia
Coppola. With Cailee Spaeny, Jacob Elordi, Ari Cohen.
22.00 Waiting for Dali (Spain, 2023). Romantic comedy.
Dir: David Pujol. With Jose Garcia, Ivan Massague, Clara
Ponsot.

23.55 The Benefactor (USA, 2015). Drama. Dir: Andrew
Renzi. With Richard Gere, Dakota Fanning, Theo James.
01.25 Shutter Island (USA, 2010). Drama. Dir: Martin
Scorcese. With Leonardo DiCaprio, Emily Mortimer.

YES MOVIES DRAMA (Y1)

06.05 Step Up All In (USA, 2014). Drama. Dir: Trish Sie.
With Ryan Guzman, Briana Evigan.

08.00 Women Talking (USA, 2022). Drama. Dir: Sarah
Polley. With Rooney Mara, Claire Foy, Jessie Buckley.
09.45 Game Change (USA, 2012). Drama. Dir: Jay
Roach. With Ed Harris, Julianne Moore.

11.45 Iron Jawed Angels (USA, 2004). Drama. Dir: Katja
von Garnier. With Hilary Swank, Anjelica Huston, Molly
Parker.

13.50 First Love (USA, 2022). Romantic drama. Dir:
A.J. Edwards. With Diane Kruger, Nikolai Tsankov, Hero
Fiennes Tiffin.

15.25 Cheaters (USA, 2000). Drama. Dir: John Stock-
well. With Jeff Daniels, Jena Malone, Paul Sorvino.
17.10 Bohemian Rhapsody (USA/UK, 2018). Biography.
Dir: Bryan Singer. With Rami Malek, Lucy Boynton, Gwi-
lym Lee.

19.25 Love & Mercy (USA, 2014). Music biography.
Dir: Bill Pohlad. With John Cusack, Paul Dano, Elizabeth
Banks.

21.30 The Great Escaper (UK, 2023). Biography. Dir:
liver Parker. With Michael Caine, Graeme Dalling, Myles
Olofin.

23.05 The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Soci-
ety (USA/UK/France, 2018). Romantic drama. Dir:
Mike Newell. With Jessica Brown Findlay, Tom Courte-
nay, Michiel Huisman.

01.10 Precious (USA, 2009). Drama. Dir: Lee Daniels.
With Gabourey Sidibe, Mo'Nique, Paula Patton.

YES MOVIES ACTION (Y2)

06.30 Fahrenheit 451 (USA, 2018). Sci-fi drama. Dir:
Ramin Bahrani. With Michael B. Jordan, Sofia Boutella,
Michael Shannon.

08.10 Creed IIT (USA, 2023). Sport drama. Directed by
and starring Michael B. Jordan. With Tessa Thompson,
Jonathan Majors.

10.05 The Operative (France/Israel/Germany/USA,
2019). Thriller. Dir: Yuval Adler. With Diane Kruger, Mar-
tin Freeman, Ohad Knoller.

12.05 Transformers: Rise of the Beasts (USA/Canada/
UK, 2023). Action. Dir: Steven Caple Jr. With Anthony
Ramos, Dominique Fishback, Luna Lauren Velez.

14.10 Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (UK/
USA, 2016). Adventure. Dir: David Yates. With Eddie
Redmayne, Katherine Waterston, Alison Sudol.

16.25 Enders Game (USA, 2013). Action. Dir: Gavin
Hood. With Harrison Ford, Asa Butterfield, Hailee Stein-
feld.

18.20 Boneyard (USA, 2024). Action. Dir: Asif Akbar.
With Mel Gibson, 50 Cent, Brian Van Holt.

19.55 Mad Max: Fury Road (Australia/USA, 2015).
Action. Dir: George Miller. With Tom Hardy, Charlize
Theron, Nicholas Hoult.

22.00 Monkey Man (USA/Canada/Singapore/India,
2024). Action. Directed by and starring Dev Patel. With
Sharlto Copley, Pitobash.

00.00 Jeepers Creepers: Reborn (USA/UK, 2023). Hor-
ror. Directed by and starring Timo Vuorensola. With Gary
Graham, Dee Wallace,

01.30 War (USA, 2007). Action. Dir: Philip G. Atwell.
With Jet Li, Jason Statham.

YES MOVIES COMEDY (Y3)

07.20 Clear History (USA, 2013). Comedy. Dir: Greg
Mottola. With Live Schreiber, Kate Hudson, Jon Hamm,
Eva Mendes.

09.05 Words and Pictures (USA, 2013). Comedy. Dir:
Fred Schepisi. With Clive Owen, Juliette Binoche, Bruce
Davison.

11.00 Starter for 10 (UK/USA, 2006). Comedy drama.
Dir: Tom Vaughan. With James McAvoy, Benedict Cum-
berbatch.

12.40 The Party La boum (France, 1980). Comedy. Dir:
Claude Pinoteau. With Claude Brasseur, Brigitte Fossey,
Sophie Marceau.

14.30 Daddy's Home (USA, 2015). Comedy. Dir: Sean
Anders. With Will Ferrell, Mark Wahlberg, Linda Cardel-
lini.

16.05 The First Wives Club (USA, 1996). Comedy. Dir:
Hugh Wilson. With Bette Midler, Goldie Hawn, Diane
Keaton.

17.50 Crazy, Stupid, Love. (USA, 2011). Comedy. Dirs:
Glenn Ficarra, John Requa. With Steve Carell, Ryan Gos-
ling, Julianne Moore.

19.50 Must Love Dogs (USA, 2005). Comedy. Dir: Gary
David Goldberg. With Diane Lane, John Cusack.

21.30 Horrible Bosses 2 (USA, 2014). Comedy. Dir: Sean
Anders. With Jason Bateman, Jason Sudeikis, Charlie
Day.

23.15 The Maiden Heist (USA, 2009). Comedy. Dir: Peter
Hewitt. With Christopher Walken, Joseph McKenna,
Marcia Gay Harden, Morgan Freeman.

00.50 Going the Distance (USA, 2010). Comedy. Dir:
Nanette Burstein. With Drew Barrymore, Justin Long.
02.35 Dicks: The Musical (USA, 2023). Musical comedy.
Dir: Larry Charles. With Josh Sharp, Aaron Jackson,
Nathan Lane.

News on the Hour:
CNN (Y102/H205) | Sky News (Y103/H203)
BBC (H204) [ Fox News (Y105/H202)
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Nagham Zbeedat

ome five weeks into
S the Israeli military

operation in the West
Bank, the Israel Defense
Forces has displaced
40,000 Palestinian resi-
dents from the Jenin, Tul
Karm and Nur Shams refu-
gee camps and destroyed
civilian infrastructure. De-
fense Minister Israel Katz
has said that IDF forces
will remain in the area for
at least a year.

On the ground, Palestin-
ians are sharing first-hand
accounts of displacement
and terror as the military
presence intensifies. Online,
social media users launched
the campaign #AllEyesOn-
TheWestBank to draw at-
tention to the escalating of-
fensive.

The situation in the West
Bank has become increas-
ingly dire, affecting daily
life, education and employ-
ment, says Hala, 21, a third-
year undergraduate student
of English literature and in-
ternational affairs at Birzeit
University, from Tul Karm.
Hala is a pseudonym; all the
interviewees cited their per-
sonal security as the reason
not to be referenced by their
real names.

“Going in and out of the
city can be dangerous,” Hala
told Haaretz, describing the
impact of Israeli military
checkpoints. “Traffic and
inspections can hold you
for hours; sometimes, you're
sent back home, wasting an
entire work or school day for
nothing.”

Activists abroad
lead an online
campaign, but
Palestinians call
for something
‘more powerful
than a hashtag
or angry post.’

The constant army raids
have also forced many fami-
lies to evacuate their homes
without essential belong-
ings. “They leave with noth-
ing - no money, no clothes
and, often, nowhere to go,”
she said. “The Israeli army
establishes military bases in
residential areas, keeping us
in a state of constant fear.
Every day feels the same but
with renewed fears.”

Those displaced often
seek shelter in mosques,
schools or, for the fortunate
few, overcrowded apart-
ments. “It’s cramped, but

A Pale.stinian woman and her triplets, displaced by the IDF operation, at a shelter in Jenin, in January; smoke billowing after an airstrike in Jenin.
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Fearing Gaza redux, Palestinian activists
call for #AllEyesOnTheWestBank

As the IDF intensifies its operation in the West Bank, the specter of Gaza is ever-present:
‘Each day feels like we’re waiting for something terrible to happen,’ one woman says

at least it’s a roof over their
heads,” she added.

Hala is concerned about
what she described as the
looming threat of ethnic
cleansing. “We fear we're
next. The horrors that people
in refugee camps are endur-
ing could soon extend to us.”

While online campaigns
sought to draw attention
to the West Bank, she ex-
pressed both determination
and frustration. “Exposing
crimes and assaults against
us is crucial. But Gaza did
that, and it didn’t stop the
killing and destruction,” she
said. “Something more pow-
erful than a hashtag or an
angry post needs to be done.”

Faraj, 27, is from the city
of Jenin and works in sales
and marketing. He says he
fears that the West Bank
is on the brink of collapse.
“Everything is out of control
and that is terrifying,” he
says. Once politically active,
he now avoids public criti-
cism, wary of the Palestin-
ian Authority’s crackdown
on dissent and Israel’s wide-
spread use of administrative
detention.

Amid escalating Israeli
military raids and settler
attacks, many Palestinians
feel abandoned. “The Pales-
tinian Authority talks about
security, but who protects us
from the army and settlers?”
Faraj asks. He draws com-
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Soldiers at Tul Karm camp; children and journalists fleeing as tanks enter Jenin camp, February.  Zain Jaafar/AFP; Jaafar Ashtiveh/AFP

parisons to Gaza’s chaos,
warning that lack of inter-
national intervention could
push the West Bank toward
the same fate.

His frustration is evident:
“We are under an occupation
that controls every aspect
of our lives.” For many, the
dream of an independent
Palestine feels increas-
ingly out of reach. “If I had
the chance, I'd leave. No
one expects a solution any-
more,” he admits, reflecting
the despair of a generation
trapped in uncertainty.

Arin, a 29-year-old stay-
at-home mother from Jenin,
spends her days caring for
her three young sons, a
6-year-old and 4-year-old
twins. But between playtime
and bedtime stories, there’s

an ever-present fear that she
cannot escape: the growing
threat of Israeli annexation
of territory in the West Bank
and what that would mean
for her family. “It's scary
to think that we’re nearing
a war the Israeli govern-
ment has always promised
to start. Each day feels like
we're waiting for something
terrible to happen.”

For Arin, the news from
the Gaza Strip is more than
just a distant tragedy, it’s a
haunting glimpse into a fu-
ture she dreads. “I watch
the children in Gaza, bare-
foot, hungry and tired. And
I can’t stop thinking about
my children - if they're go-
ing to be on the news one
day living through the same
horrors.” Arin added, “It ter-

rifies me because it doesn’t
feel far away. It feels like it’s
coming closer.”

Her greatest fear is per-
sonified in the images of
Gazan mothers searching
for their children among the
rubble. “When I see mothers
in Gaza digging through ru-
ins, calling out for their kids,
I see myself.” She continues,
“I see my hands in the dust,
my voice breaking. That
thought never leaves me.”

Arin describes how fear
shapes even the smallest
moments of their day. “My
eldest’s birthday was two
weeks ago. We threw him a
small party at home, but we
couldn’t invite my sister and
her kids because they live in
a village near Nablus.” Nab-
lus 1s an hour’s drive from

Jenin, but with the closure
of some streets and the un-
predictable checkpoints, the
trip can take hours, Arin
says. “He's the eldest but
he’s still too young to un-
derstand the occupation’s
role in our lives.”

As the world’s gaze re-
mains fixed on Gaza, Arin
feels her family’s struggles
are invisible. “Sometimes it
feels like no one sees us here.
Like our lives don’t matter.
But we’re here.” Despite ev-
erything, Arin holds onto a
simple wish for her children,
one that feels increasingly
out of reach. “All I want is
for my boys to have a normal
childhood. It shouldn’t be too
much to ask.”

At 31, Sari, a nurse from
Ya’'bad, a town in the north-

ern West Bank, has already
lived through more uncer-
tainty than many. Married
with two young children,
a boy and a girl, he once
worked as a construction
worker in Israel, a job that
provided for his family but
came with its own disadvan-
tages - not seeing his fam-
ily for months, cramped in
a room with other workers
and lacking basic work-
ing rights. When the war
began, his work permit
was revoked, forcing him
to rethink his future. Now,
he works at a local nursing
home, practicing the profes-
sion he trained for.

“Losing my job in Israel
was hard, but what scared
me more was the thought of
being stuck there when the
violence escalated. The fear
of being separated from my
family was always there, at
the back of my mind.”

For years, Sari crossed
checkpoints and spent long
hours away from his fam-
ily to provide for them. But
after seeing what displace-
ment has meant for so many,
he’s made a firm decision:
even if the opportunity to
work in Israel returns, he
won't take it. “I won't go
back. I've seen what hap-
pens to families torn apart
by war. My children need
their father. My wife needs
her husband.”

Sari also reflects on how
his story is just one among
thousands and stresses the
importance of international
attention and support. “Peo-
ple talk about war, about
politics, but they forget the
stories of ordinary families
- people like us, just trying
to live. International support
gives us hope.” He added,
“We need the world to keep
speaking for us, not just
for headlines but for real
change.”

Online campaign

Pro-Palestinian  activ-
ists and politicians have
launched a social media
campaign to shift focus to
the West Bank. Some of the
most popular hashtags are
#AllEyesonJenin, #AllEye-
sOnTheWestBank and #Tul
Karm.

Jewish Voice for Peace, a
U.S.-based anti-Zionist orga-
nization, posted an image on
X of the Jenin refugee camp
after Israeli airstrikes,
with the caption “All Eyes
on Jenin.” In posts, Jewish
Voice for Peace says the IDF
is “escalating its assault on
Jenin” and “using the same
tactics it used in Gaza.”
The group writes that over
70 Palestinians have been
killed in Jenin, Tul Karm
and Tubas within a month,
urging the public to hold
the American and Israeli
governments accountable
and to “put an end to their
complicity and war crimes.
Stop Arming Israel.”

Wear The Peace, a U.S.
based, Palestinian-owned
clothing brand, shared a
similar message on Insta-
gram alongside an image
captioned “All Eyes on The
West Bank.” In its post, the
brand says, “The occupation
is upping its ethnic cleansing
of Palestinians in the West
Bank as it deploys tanks and
announces that the 40,000
Palestinians they’ve forcibly
displaced in the last month
will not be able to return to
their homes.”

Jonathan Cook, a British
author and freelance jour-
nalist formerly based in Naz-
areth, works for the United
Arab Emirates’ state-owned
English-language daily The
National and for Middle
East Eye, a U.K. based me-
dia website. He wrote on
X about the “little noise”
regarding the escalating
violence in the West Bank.
Yanis Varoufakis, a left-
wing Greek economist and
politician, wrote on X that
there is “a real and present
danger that these [refugee]
camps will be erased” and
called the IDF operation a
“genocide” that“must be
stopped. By us all. Now!”

The bacteria that cause gum disease may also lead to Alzheimer’s

Hebrew University scientists show mechanism that allows a certain microbe to evade immune cells, giving hope for treatment of various grave diseases

Ido Efrati

orphyromonas gingi-
Pvalis might not ring a

bell for most people,
but behind the nine syl-
lables lies a sophisticated
bacteria responsible for the
severe, chronic inflamma-
tion of the gums known as
periodontitis.

This microbe uses the
immune system to thrive in
inflamed oral tissue, from
where it may spread else-
where in the body. Studies
have linked it to conditions
such as vascular disease,

heart disease, cancer and
Alzheimer’s.

A new study led by Prof.
Gabriel Nussbaum of He-
brew University’s Faculty of
Dental Medicine sheds light
on the way this microbe
fools the immune system so
it can thrive in inflamma-
tions, where immune cells
lurk.

Feeding on

proteins and iron
“Porphyromonas gingi-

valis is found mainly in the

oral cavity. It’s present in

many of us, but in limited
quantities, and belongs to
a group of bacteria known
as inflammophilics; that is,
‘fond of inflammations,’”
says Nussbaum, an immu-
nology researcher.

“Unlike many other bac-
teria, it doesn’t live on sug-
ars but on proteins, and on
the iron in red blood cells.
Because an inflammatory
environment is rich in pro-
teins and blood, [Porphy-
romonas gingivalis] has all
the nutrition it needs. And it
doesn’t want immune cells
to kill it off ... so it has de-

veloped a unique pathway
that allows it to thrive in
an inflammatory environ-
ment.”

The microbe therefore
multiplies in inflamma-
tions, causing periodontitis,
the leading cause of tooth
loss in the West.

“The disease starts with
the gums and gets worse
until it causes the loss of
the teeth’s connective tissue
and they fall out. This dis-
ease severely harms qual-
ity of life for a lot of people,
but it doesn’t stop with the
gums,” Nussbaum says.

sudoku

© Puzzles by Pappocom

The game board is divided into 81 squares, with
nine horizontal rows and nine vertical columns.
A few numbers already appear in some of the

uares.The aim is to fill in numerals | to 9 in
each of the empty squares, so that every row and
column and every box (a group of nine squares
outlined in boldface) contains all of the numerals
| to 9. None of the numerals may recur in the

same row, column or box.

4]68[2]5[7[9]3]1
9(3[5/86|14]2]7
71211493658 |
3[9[2[714]5]1]8]6
s/8le6l9[1]2]3]7]4 2
147386/ 2]9]5
8/5/9/6|2/4/7]1]3 9
2171413 ]8]5]6]9
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Tips and a computerized version of

Sudoku can be found at www.sudoku.com

Difficulty: Medium

“This combination of
the bacterial element and
the immune system’s re-
sponse is dramatic, giving
the microbe traits that al-
low it to survive and harm
other systems in the body.
Studies over the years, in-
cluding by us, have tied
Porphyromonas gingivalis
to diseases such as cancer,
vascular disease and even
Alzheimer’s.”

The lab that Nussbaum
heads focuses on the link
of oral bacteria to various
types of cancer. Here the
most obvious connection is
to oral cancer, but Porphy-
romonas gingivalis has also
been linked to cancers such
as pancreatic cancer.

“And a major part of our
work in the lab is devoted
to pancreatic cancer, for
which there is only very
limited medical treatment,”
Nussbaum says.

This link triggered the
researchers’ key question:
Why does Porphyromonas
gingivalis thrive in such a
high presence of immune
cells?

The protein
connection

The mechanism that the
researchers uncovered is
complex but has its origins
in a hypothesis linking the
bacteria’s stealthiness to
cancer cells’ capacity to
evade the immune system.
At issue here are two pro-
teins that act as so-called
cell surface receptors. One
protein, called TLR2, is
found in immune cells.

“Already in 2006 we
showed that this is one of
the receptors used by the
bacteria, and by blocking it

we showed that the system
can fight the microbe bet-
ter,” Nussbhaum says.

The other receptor is
called CD47 and is tied
to integrins, proteins that
help connect a cell to its en-
vironment. CD47 is known
for transmitting a “don’t eat
me” signal and is activated
by cancer cells so they can
evade the immune system.

“We realized there had
to be an explanation for
the pathway that allows
bacteria to evade the im-
mune system and also has a
link to cancer,” Nussbaum
says. “We did one plus one
and decided to look into the
connection between these
proteins. Until now, nobody
realized they were working
in tandem.”

The researchers discov-
ered that Porphyromonas
gingivalis uses the CD47

A 3D illustration of the bacteria.

protein to disrupt the body’s
immune response, playing a
major role in protecting the
microbe from immune cells
in much the same way as
cancer cells operate.

The scientists also dis-
covered that Porphyromo-
nas gingivalis encourages
the production of a protein
called thrombospondin-1,
TSP-1 which helps repress

Porphyromonas
gingivalis uses the
CD47 protein to
protect the microbe
from immune cells
in much the same
way as cancer

cells operate.

Katervna Kon / Shutterstock.com

the immune system, main-
ly the clearing of microbes
by neutrophil white blood
cells.

A strategy for
managing infections

“Our findings suggest that
Porphyromonas gingivalis
uses CD47 to take over im-
mune pathways, inhibiting
the body’s ability to fight an
infection,” Nussbaum says.
“This mechanism explains
how the bacteria manage
to thrive in inflammatory
environments, which leads
to periodontitis ... and could
contribute to other systemic
diseases.”

In experiments with
both cell cultures and lab
animals, the researchers
showed that blocking CD47
or TSP-1 significantly in-
creased the immune sys-
tem’s ability to clear the
bacteria. Mice lacking
CD47 showed a higher ca-
pacity to clear the bacteria,
suggesting that a focus on
this pathway might be a
promising strategy for gum
disease.

“Existing treatments
for periodontitis focus
on reducing the bacterial
load mechanically; that is,
scratching and cleaning the
microbial plaque by a doc-
tor or a hygienist,” Nuss-
baum says.

“But an understanding of
how bacteria evade the im-
mune system opens up new
possibilities for treatment.
Adjusting the CD47-TLR2
immune pathway or block-
ing TSP-1 may be a novel
approach for managing
chronic infections affecting
oral health and the health of
the entire body.”
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‘Trauma stays with you until you
die’: Horrors of Haredi schooling

In documentary ‘No Child Spared,” Meni Philip uncovers physical and
emotional abuse young children experience at hands of rabbis, teachers

Ido David Cohen

elt. Hammer. Plastic

hose. Cane. Ruler.

Whatever comes to
hand - it seems like almost
any item can be used as
a tool of “punishment” in
the ultra-Orthodox Talmud
Torah education system in
which little children are
taught. So long, first grade;
hello, house of horror.

Director-producer Meni
Philip can’t exactly remem-
ber the violent acts he suf-
fered in the non-Hasidic
Haredi school he attended
in Petah Tikva in the 1970s.
Today, though, he is fully
aware of the scars that
abuse left on his soul.

“I was pretty much the
weakest boy in class,” he re-
calls. “I understood the ma-
terial we were being taught,
but school bored me so I
would daydream constantly.
Inrecess, I wouldn'’t play; in-
stead, I would stay in class.
I would receive lots-lots-lots
of beatings and humiliation.
I have an eight-year blackout
with just flashes of memo-
ries here and there.”

By opening the gates to
Haredi schools in his lat-
est documentary “No Child
Spared,” Philip delivers a
harsh indictment of sys-
temic violence in ultra-Or-
thodox society. Along the
way, he undergoes a private
reckoning regarding the
way the violence he experi-
enced at school has shaped
and disrupted his life, even
as a secular adult.

Helping him make his
case in the film are 11 vic-
tims with better memories
than he has. They provide a
voice to the many children
who have been silenced over
the decades. The interview-
ees, including former mem-
bers of Haredi society, plus
religious and ultra-Ortho-
dox men, describe personal
experiences that create a
larger picture in which cruel
abuse is a daily occurrence.

“There was a boy who'd
had his hands cable-tied,
stuck on a chair and left
there for the entire recess,”
recounts Nathan Kolberg,
11, who used to attend a
Hasidic cheder (a tradition-
al Jewish ultra-orthodox
school) in Beit Shemesh. His
16-year-old-brother Maor,
meanwhile, remembers one
teacher “who would put a
chili pepper in your mouth
and duct-tape your hands
behind your back, as well as
your mouth, so you wouldn’t
be able to spit.” Moshe Chay-
im, 25, who attended a Sep-
hardi cheder in Bnei Brak,
says that throughout fifth
grade, he suffered pains in
his neck due to beatings by
the rabbi. “But there’s no
escape,” he says. “You have
suicidal thoughts and you
don’t know who to turn to.”

Philip notes that “the
beatings, abuse and humili-
ation completely destroy a

child’s independence. The
only way for a 4- or S-year-
old to handle such things
when they happen is ‘not to
be there.’ I cannot say which
beating I took caused me to
shut down, but there’s a mo-
ment when that happens.
This fear, this emotional
withdrawal, became the
greatest suffering of my life.
The violent trauma made
me feel terribly lonesome,
and this lonesomeness is
indescribable suffering. I'm
not a person who underwent
trauma. I am the trauma.”
The idea for the film,
which screened at this
year’s Haifa Film Festival
and is on HOT 8 in Israel,
was born of a post written by
one of Philip’s brothers on
the Bokharim Mekhadash
(Choosing Anew) Facebook
group intended for formerly
religious people. The broth-
er, who named himself “Na-
sich Katan” (“Little Prince”
in Hebrew) on the group (of
which they are both admin-
istrators), revealed in a 2018
post: “When they beat me, I
would keep a straight face
in order to be brave. Mainly,
though, I didn't want to give
them the pleasure. It usually
made them beat me twice
as hard - sometimes until
I broke down and cried out
because of the pain.”

Meni Philip: ‘The
abuse destroys
one’s ability to

feel the other’s
pain. You can love,
and you want to
feel, but you just
don’t know how.’

The confession was
hashtagged  #Zo_Yalduty
(#My_Childhood) and it
opened a Pandora's box,
leading to a wave of shares
and testimonies.

When it’s put to him that,
in effect, the film's inter-
viewees sought him out,
Philip answers with a smile,
“Kind of.” Stories began get-
ting posted on ultra-Ortho-
dox Facebook groups and
the director said to himself,
“Okay, you must document
this.”

Another of his siblings,
Oded, features in the film,
but he is probably the in-
terviewee who suffered the
fewest beatings. This did
not save him from memo-
ries that still haunt him to
this day, such as a former
teacher who broke a broom
on the body of his friends.

“I used to greatly envy
Oded, but in the cheder it
was as if we lived in two
separate worlds,” says the
director, who is the second
of 11 siblings. “Oded is two
years younger than me, and

A still from the short film “*Sinner,” left, which won Best European Short Film at the Venice Film Festival in 2009; Director Meni Philip in California, where he lives.

always had the talent to be
very funny, likable and so-
ciable. Today, in hindsight,
he realizes that this was his
way of coping with it.”

Giving up on the
dream

Meni Philip was a suc-
cessful Hasidic singer, until
ultra-Orthodox society ex-
pelled him. In 2007, he co-
created with director Noam
Reuveni the documentary
film “Let There Be Light,” in
which he recorded his chal-
lenging transition from the
Haredi to the secular world,
his decision to divorce his
wife after having five chil-
dren together, and the alien-
ation from both his former
partner and his parents.

A year later, upon complet-
ing film school at Minshar
School of Art, he released the
short film “Sinner,” about a
13-year-old boy who is being
sexually abused by one of the
faculty at the yeshiva he at-
tends. The film won the Best
European Short Film Award
at the 2009 Venice Film Fes-
tival. “Some of the things
in ‘Sinner’ happened to me
when I attended yeshiva, so 1
knew how to recount them,”
he says. “Following this suc-
cess, I got funding to write a
long feature film. I worked on
it for five years, but shelved
it because I couldn’t get to a
script that I liked. I gave up.”

In the past decade, Philip,
57, has been living in Santa
Barbara and is speaking
to me from his California
home. “I found work here in
a company that restores old
Hollywood films and rere-
leases them to the market.
My cinematic know-how is
helpful in the role, though
this is more a technical than
a creative job. At least it’s in
my field, though, and I can
make a living off of it.”

Shooting on “No Child
Spared” actually began af-
ter Philip had already given
up on his cinematic dream.
But after the flood of testi-
monies on social media, he
decided to devote a film to

the issue. Filming began
in 2018, but the production
wasn’t smooth sailing.

He originally planned
for his film to also include
women who had been hurt
at Haredi girls’ schools.
However, “a few months
after filming, I got a mes-
sage from an interviewee
who said: ‘I don’t want you
to use my interview.’ I was
shocked,” he recalls. “I told
her, ‘Let’s talk, tell me what
happened.” There had been
no physical violence in her
story.

“She said to me on the
phone, ‘I told you about my
worse traumas, but I felt
there was no empathy in
the room, that you were only
looking for more painful sto-
ries. It’s true that I wasn’t
beaten, but I was locked up
for an entire day without
food. Isn’t that enough? I
feel you’re only looking for
blood and sensationalism.’
That made me despair.”

The words shook him.
“All I'm doing in life is try-
ing to learn how to feel, to be
empathic, and I prepared for
this filming. What she said
to me was so extreme that
I realized that whatever I
was doing - it wasn’'t com-
ing through.”

But this was just one in-
terviewee.

“That’s true, but I knew
it wasn’t just her. I watched
the rushes again — and I was
mainly watching myself. I
saw how I was constantly
interrupting and missing
the stories I was hearing. In
a segment that didn’t make
it into the final film, there
was a child who told me his
rabbi had pushed his head
into a wall and he bled. And
I asked him, ‘Okay, how did
it feel?’ Already in real time
I understood: What kind of
question is this? I realized I
was rushing from question to
question, and this realization
opened up something huge
to me. A few weeks later, all
the pennies dropped: I un-
derstood that my lack of at-
tentiveness had to do with my
inability to feel. For the first

Social activist Daniel Amram.

time, I realized that I did not
emerge unscathed myself”
from the school system.

Philip took 18 months to
process these insights. He
eventually resumed work
on “No Child Spared” with
the help of Penina Adler, a
Jewish-American woman
who grew up in an ultra-Or-
thodox community in Cleve-
land. They’'d met during the
pandemic, and she became
his partner in writing and
editing the film.

“Irealized that the film is
not a story I am telling about
how much ultra-Orthodox
people hurt children. It be-
came this telling of a person-
al journey that transformed
my life and identity. I always
saw myself as a good father,
a good person, dealing with
hardships that other people
pose. I suddenly realized
that I was not seeing my
children in many ways, and
that I hurt people without
realizing it.”

Philip’s five children are
all over 30 now, with four of
them ultra-Orthodox. Aspart
of his soul-searching, he in-
cluded in the film old record-
ings of phone calls in which
he demanded that the rabbi
and principal of a cheder stop
using violence against his
S-year-old son. Despite the
objections of the rabbi, who
insisted that he was relying
on a widespread halakhic tra-
dition, Philip got his superior
to agree, in principle, not to
beat the child.

Ohad Kev

Listening to these calls,
Philip comes across as a
caring, involved father — but
he judges himself harshly
for these too. “I hear my-
self tell the principal: ‘Beat
other children, just so long
as you don’t beat up my son.’
What the hell? It made me
see myself as part of the
system. I wasn'’t even really
protecting my son - it’s not
like I made a point to ascer-
tain that what I'd requested
actually happened. Today,
I realize that he may have
suffered beatings and only
told me that he didn’t. It’s
part of the same blindness:
A father who is unaware that
he does not see, and carries
on for 30 years thinking he
rescued his son.”

‘No one to turn to’

Many parents in the ultra-
Orthodox community accept
the cheder schooling system
without resistance - either
because they agree with it
or for lack of choice. “We all
live in terror,” Rachel Kol-
berg, Nathan and Maor’s
supportive mother, says in
the film.

Daniel Amram, who at-
tended a non-Hasidic cheder
in Bnei Brak and is today a
well-known social activist, is
even harsher. “I took beat-
ings, my head went flying.
I called my parents by pay
phone - and then realized
that I suffered this violence
at home as well, and under-

The finest feathered fliers, captured on camera

A Northern Lapwing, left; a Little Curlew and a Common Ringed Plover; and a Common Snipe.

Moshe Gilad

or 48 intense hours,
Fbirdwatchers and

photographers raced
against time to capture the
perfect shot of the autumn
migration season. Now,
the best of their work is on
display at the Jerusalem
Theater in the concluding
exhibition of the seventh
Tzaparton, the Jewish Na-

tional Fund’s bird photogra-
phy marathon.

As in previous years,
participants had 48 hours to
take their competition pho-
tos. The exhibition, titled
Emerging into the Light, is
now open to the public.

Participants competed
in several categories: pro-
fessionals, amateurs, audi-
ence favorite, children and
youth, and a mobile photog-

raphy category for images
captured on smartphones.
A panel of nature photog-
raphy experts reviewed
hundreds of submissions,
ultimately selecting 28
standout images, now on
display at the Jerusalem
Theater.

In the professional cat-
egory, photographer Daniel
Katz won with an image of a
Northern Lapwing spread-

ing its wings beside a pool
in Kibbutz Gan Shmuel in
central Israel. This species,
part of the plover family,
typically nests in Scandina-
via and migrates to Israel
for the winter.

Other standout photo-
graphs in the professional
category include Boaz Ami-
dror’s image of a Grey Her-
on holding a red fish in its
beak in Emek Hama’ayanot

in northern Israel, as well
as Nissim Levy’s photo-
graph of a pair of Pied
Kingfishers in the Judean
Lowlands.

The audience favorite in
the professional category
was a photo by Yagel Ya-
min, capturing a Montagu’s
Harrier, a daytime raptor
from the hawk family.

In the amateur catego-
ry, Omar Eshet won first

Daniel Karz; Omer Eshet; Yossi Chen

place with a photograph of
a Little Curlew and a Com-
mon Ringed Plover at Tel
Tanninim, near Ma'agan
Michael in northern Israel.

The winning image in
the children and youth cat-
egory captured a Spotted
Flycatcher and was taken
by Dror Israel Harel.

The exhibition will be on display
until the end of April.

stood that there was no one
to turn to.”

Philip admits that he
chose not to open his child-
hood traumas in regard to
his parents, preferring in-
stead to focus on positive
experiences from recent
years. “My relationship with
them changed; I suddenly
managed to see them as
people rather than as vague
figures.”

During our conversation,
he recalls an incident from
his childhood that gets him
rethinking the emotional
blindness he associates with
himself. “When I was 7, I saw
a little boy playing in the
sandbox in the playground.
I asked him to come with me.
He gave me his hand and we
went to a shelter. I told him
I was leaving and that his
mother and father wouldn’t
find him. I felt that I want-
ed to cause him pain. He
scrunched his face getting
ready to cry, and it was like
alightning bolt. I couldn’t go
on. I smiled at him and told
him I was just joking. The
need to cause pain to some-
body never came back.”

How do you feel about
that incident now?

“It means there’s hope for
me; that the inability to feel
is not some disability I was
born with. It means that if
I manage to regain deep at-
tentiveness, things will seep
in.”

One disturbing matter the
film highlights is how many
of the children who are ex-
posed to violence become
enthusiastic accomplices to
the horrors, with the encour-
agement of the school, losing
sensitivity and compassion
even between themselves.

“The abuse destroys one’s
ability to feel the other’s
pain,” Philip says. “You can
love, and you want to feel,
but you just don’t know how.”

The film also reveals a
sadly unsurprising tenden-
cy in Ashkenazi schools to
abuse Sephardi children.

Philip says there are
some stories he chose not
to include in the final film
simply because of their ter-
rible violence - for instance,
a rabbi who broke a child’s

Addie Reiss, Ziv Sade

fingers. “These are hor-
ror stories that you cannot
include, because you want
people to be able to watch
the film without running
away screaming after five
minutes.

“Even when people file
a complaint with the po-
lice, most cases are closed
- whether because of rabbis
pressuring the plaintiffs,
or because the police them-
selves close the case due to
a ‘lack of public interest.”

Sexual violence is not
part of the film, though it
too exists within the schools
system.

“This was a dilemma,”
the director admits. “I was
afraid that if I put it in, it
would provide an excuse to
ignore the systemic physical
violence. The system says
‘beat the child’; it doesn’t
say ‘sexually abuse them.
However, once you destroy
a child’s facility for refusal,
sexual abuse is a direct re-
sult of physical abuse. My
concern was that they would
say there are just a few ‘bad
apples’ that need to be pun-
ished. Whoever thinks that
is part of the problem.”

Philip believes the collec-
tive ultra-Orthodox cheder
experience shapes an entire
society, whose members are
unable to see the other be-
cause they are still in that
traumatized place.

“'m reminded of for-
mer Health Minister Yaa-
kov Litzman, who defended
Malka Leifer [who sexually
abused some of her students
at her religious school in
Australia]. As far as he’s
concerned, he should not
shift one 1ota, lest his life
be ruined. This does not go
away even after 60 years.”

And minister Yitzchak
Goldknopf, who asks, “Who
has it bad here?” Or MK
Moshe Gafni, who has been
insulting hostage families?
Or MK Yitzhak Pindrus,
who says the LGBTQ com-
munity is worse than Hez-
bollah, Hamas and ISIS?

“The cheder child simply
grew a beard. The trauma
stays with you until you die.
This is the blindness I'm
talking about.”

Local rain,

risk of flooding

Thursday will be partly cloud
with some local showers an
isolated thunderstorms. There
will be a serious risk of flood-
ing in the east and south of the
country. The rain will ease by
Friday evening. On Saturday
temperatures will rise slightly,
and Sunday will be similar.
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