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MEXICO CITY —
Sweeping tariffs imposed
Tuesday by President
Trump are sending shock
waves through global supply
chains, roiling markets and
shaking the very founda-
tions of the more than three-
decade free trade regimen
that made Mexico, Canada
and the United States a uni-
fied commercial colossus.

Beginning with the
North American Free Trade
Agreement in 1994, the
three-nation bloc embraced
the principle that duty-free
commerce was a winning
strategy and a hedge against
competition from Asia, Eu-
rope and elsewhere — an as-
sumption that now seems
very much under threat.

As of Tuesday, Washing-
ton began levying a 25% tax
on all products imported
from Mexico and Canada,
with the exception of Cana-
dian oil and gas, which are
subject to a 10% tariff.
Trump also imposed a new
10% tax on imports from
China.

Canada and China
swiftly announced retaliato-
ry taxes on U.S. goods, and
Mexico said it would soon
announce its own counter-
tariffs. 

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, describing
a plan to start taxing more
than $100 billion of American
goods over the course of
three weeks, said Trump’s
economic attack on Canada 

A VENDOR sells snacks to truck drivers waiting to cross the border in Tijuana. Experts say American con-
sumers may find higher prices for fresh vegetables, fruits and other perishable imports in a matter of days.

Gregory Bull Associated Press

Trump tariffs
end decades of
free trade in
North America
The sweeping taxes
threaten the intricate
U.S.-Mexico-Canada
commercial colossus. 

By Kate Linthicum and

Patrick J. McDonnell

[See Tariffs, A4]

The Los Angeles City
Council rejected former Fire
Chief Kristin Crowley’s bid
to get her job back, despite
fierce support for her from
the firefighters’ union.

The council voted 13 to 2
on Tuesday against Crow-
ley’s reinstatement, handing
embattled Mayor Karen
Bass a much-needed politi-
cal victory. Bass was in
Ghana when the Palisades
fire broke out, leaving coun-
cil President Marqueece
Harris-Dawson as acting
mayor, and delivered a
choppy performance in the
days after she returned.

Crowley used Tuesday’s
hearing to push back pub-
licly, for the first time,
against the arguments that
Bass offered for terminating
her from her post as the
head of one of the nation’s
largest fire departments.
Seated before the council,
Crowley argued that she was

COUNCIL

WILL NOT

REINSTATE

CROWLEY

The 13-2 vote against
former L.A. fire chief
gives Mayor Bass a
much-needed boost.

By David Zahniser,

Julia Wick 

and Dakota Smith

[See Ex-fire chief, A12]

FORMER L.A. Fire Chief Kristin Crowley gets a hug from a firefighter after the
vote on Tuesday. Crowley said she should not be punished for speaking honestly.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

The day before Los Ange-
les Mayor Karen Bass left for
Ghana, her aides received
an email from the city’s
Emergency Management
Department warning of a

“high confidence in damag-
ing winds and elevated fire
conditions occurring next
week.”

The mayor nevertheless
went on the trip, attending
the Ghanaian president’s in-
auguration, as well as a U.S.
Embassy cocktail party, on
Jan. 7, the day the Palisades
fire broke out.

Bass’ team did not in-
form her of the Friday, Jan. 3,
email, which advised of a
meeting the following Mon-
day to coordinate prepara-
tions for the anticipated

high winds. In the days be-
fore Bass’ flight, the Na-
tional Weather Service had
also begun alerting the pub-
lic on social media about the
growing wildfire risk. 

Bass, over the last few
weeks, has accused former
Fire Chief Kristin Crowley of
failing to warn her of the po-
tential for a cataclysmic
wind event. She told Fox 11
she would not even have
traveled as far as San Diego
had she been informed of the
fire danger. 

Bass’ aides were warned
of fire danger before trip
An emergency official
emailed the mayor’s
team a forecast for
‘damaging winds.’

By Dakota Smith 

and David Zahniser

[See Warnings, A9]

Trump’s address
to Congress
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coverage of president’s
speech to a joint ses-
sion of both chambers.
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The Trump administra-
tion has ordered firings and
buyouts at the federal
agency that operates water
infrastructure in California,
potentially jeopardizing the
agency’s ability to manage
dams and deliver water, ac-
cording to Central Valley wa-
ter officials. 

The job cuts at the Bu-
reau of Reclamation were or-
dered by Elon Musk’s so-
called Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency, or
DOGE, according to two bu-
reau employees who were
not authorized to speak
publicly. 

The bureau, which em-
ploys about 1,000 people, is
set to lose about 100 employ-
ees in California through ter-
minations and buyouts,
eliminating about 10% of its
regional staff, one of the em-
ployees said. But larger
workforce reductions are
planned, and the bureau has
been ordered to prepare
plans to cut its staff by 40%,
this person said.

Those targeted first for
dismissal have been employ-
ees in their first year and
others who have been at the
agency the shortest.

The Trump administra-
tion has offered millions of
government workers eight
months of salary if they vol-
untarily agree to leave.

The employees who have
applied for “deferred resig-
nation” buyouts include
Karl Stock, the bureau’s re-
gional director for the Cali-

Federal cuts hit water agency staff in state 

THE FRIANT DAM, completed in 1942 and operated by the U.S. Bureau of Rec-
lamation, relies on employees for increasingly frequent repairs and inspections.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

Musk team slashes
10% of the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation’s
regional workers.

By Ian James

[See Water, A7]

Thirty officers from the
Los Angeles County Proba-
tion Department have been
indicted on criminal charges
after an investigation into al-
legations they allowed —
and in some cases encour-
aged — fights between teens
inside the county’s juvenile
halls.

An indictment unsealed
late Monday afternoon con-
tains 71 counts of child
abuse, conspiracy and bat-
tery against 30 probation of-
ficers, alleging their involve-
ment in a series of fights that
took place from July to De-
cember 2023. Two officers —
Taneha Brooks and Shawn
Smyles — are accused of
telling other officers not to
intervene or make reports

when fights happened, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Smyles told youths in-
volved in fights not to seek
medical attention, in order
to cover up the brawls, the
indictment said. Late Mon-
day, California Atty. Gen.
Rob Bonta referred to the
coordinated brawls as “glad-
iator fights.”

The indictments were
the result of a California De-
partment of Justice investi-
gation launched after state
investigators were leaked se-
curity video — published last
year by The Times — that
shows eight probation offi-
cers standing idly by while a
group of teens attacked a 17-
year-old inside Los Padrinos
Juvenile Hall in Downey.
The teen suffered a broken
nose and a “traumatic brain
injury,” according to a civil
claim filed last year. Details
of the indictments were first
reported by The Times last
month.

“The officers look more
like referees or audience
members at a prizefight, not 

Probation officers
indicted in fights
The 30 L.A. County
overseers are accused
of child endangerment
in allowing brawls. 

By James Queally

and Rebecca Ellis

[See Fights, A12]

Get ready for
pricier avocados
Tariffs will also hit 
Mexican tequila and beer
— items popular in 
California. BUSINESS, A8
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P
erhaps the most
frequently cited
quote from Donald
Trump relevant to
his purported

efforts to root out govern-
ment waste has been “we’re
not touching Social
Security,” or variations
thereof. 

I expressed skepticism
about this pledge shortly
after the election by listing
all the oblique ways the
Trump administration
could hack away at the
program. 

It gives me no pleasure to
update my observation with
the words, “I told you so.”

Among the weapons
Trump could wield, I wrote,
was starving the program of
administrative resources —
think money and staff. Sure
enough, on Friday the pro-
gram, which is currently led
by acting Commissioner
Leland Dudek, announced
plans to reduce the pro-
gram’s employee base to
50,000 from 57,000. 

Its press release about
the reduction referred to the
program’s “bloated work-
force.”

To anyone who knows
anything about the Social
Security Administration,
calling its workforce
“bloated” sounds like a sick
joke. The truth is that the
agency is hopelessly under-
staffed, and has been for
years.

In November, then-
Commissioner Martin
O’Malley told a House
committee that the agency
was serving a record num-
ber of beneficiaries with
staffing that had reached a
50-year low.

I asked the Social Securi-
ty Administration to recon-
cile its claim of a bloated
workforce with the facts. I
got no reply.

Nearly 69 million Ameri-
cans were receiving benefits
as of Dec. 31, according to
the agency. That figure
encompassed 54.3 million
retired workers, their
spouses and their children,
nearly 6 million survivors of
deceased workers and more
than 8.3 million disabled
workers and their depend-
ents. Agency employment
peaked in 2009 at about
67,000, when it served about
55 million people.

“Without adequate staff
at the agency,” Sen. Patty
Murray (D-Wash.) said at a
news conference Monday,
“there will be people who
can’t get their benefits,
period.”

Not only beneficiaries

could be affected by
Trump’s raid on Social
Security. About 183 million
people pay Social Security
taxes on their earnings.
Their right to collect what
they’re entitled to based on
their contributions is de-
pendent on the system
recording those payments
and calculating their ben-
efits accurately, to the last
penny. Any incursion into
the program’s systems or
the scattershot firings that
Dudek forecasts puts all
that at risk.

In his testimony, O’Mal-
ley talked about how the
agency had struggled to
establish an acceptable
level of customer service. In
2023, he said, wait times on
the program’s 800 number
had ballooned to nearly an
hour. Of the average 7 mil-
lion clients who called the
number each month for
advice or assistance, 4 mil-
lion “hung up in frustration
after waiting far too long.”
The agency had worked the
wait down to an average of
less than 13 minutes, in part
by encouraging customers
to wait off the line for a call
back.

Disability applicants
faced the worst frustrations,
O’Malley said. The backlog
of disability determinations,
which often require multiple
rounds of inquiries, hear-
ings and appeals, had
reached a near-record 1.2
million. The program esti-
mated that about 30,000
applicants had died in 2023

while awaiting decisions.
O’Malley had asked for a

budget increase in fiscal
2025 to add at least 3,000
workers to the customer-
service ranks, but it wasn’t
approved.

Make no mistake: The
starving of Social Security’s
administrative resources,
which is currently taking
place under the guise of
ferreting out fraud and
waste, is no accident. It’s
part of a decades-long Re-
publican project aimed at
undermining public confi-
dence in the program. 

Back in 1983, for exam-
ple, the libertarian Cato
Institute published an
article by Stuart Butler and
Peter Germanis calling for a
“Leninist” strategy to “pre-
pare the political ground”
for privatizing Social Secu-
rity on behalf of “the banks,
insurance companies, and
other institutions that will
gain from providing such
plans to the public.” Politi-
cal opposition, as it hap-
pens, resulted in the death
of George W. Bush’s push to
privatize Social Security in
2005.

Germanis has since
become a fierce critic of
conservative economics and
politics. Butler, who had
spent 35 years at the right-

wing Heritage Foundation
before joining the Brookings
Institution in 2014, told me
by email he now advocates a
private retirement system
as an “add-on” private op-
tion rather than an alterna-
tive to Social Security. He
also said he thinks “cutting
staff and the claim that
Social Security is rife with
fraud and abuse are both
ridiculous.” 

The Trump acolytes
have already taken an ax to
some Social Security opera-
tions, as announced by
Dudek — a former mid-level
agency worker who stepped
into the vacuum created by
the departure of several
managers who had dustups
with Elon Musk’s DOGE
outfit and by a delay in
Senate confirmation of
Commissioner-designate
Frank Bisagnano, a banking
and Wall Street veteran.

Last week, Dudek closed
the agency’s office of trans-
formation, which he called
“wasteful” and “redundant.”
The office was engaged in
helping to keep the agency’s
website operational and to
develop usable online re-
sources for beneficiaries
and applicants. He closed
its office of civil rights and
equal opportunity, certainly
functions relevant to the

program’s operations. Em-
ployees in both offices were
laid off or fired, and their
pages on the website were
removed.

On Monday, Dudek
bragged about having “iden-
tified” some $800 million in
cost savings, including
through the cancellation of
contracts that, for all he
knows, may be crucial to the
agency’s functioning. The
largest “savings” came from
a freeze on hiring and over-
time in disability determi-
nation services, worth $550
million, according to Dudek. 

But that’s an area where
hands-on contact between
applicants and the agency is
indispensable. Academic
researchers reported in 2019
that the closing of field
offices dealing with disabili-
ty applications led to “a
persistent 16% decline in the
number of disability recipi-
ents in surrounding areas,
with the largest effects for
applicants with moderately
severe conditions and low
education levels.”

In an appearance Friday
on Joe Rogan’s webcast,
Musk called Social Security
“the biggest Ponzi scheme
of all time,” a repetition of
an ancient meme that dem-
onstrates only that he
knows nothing about Social
Security, and nothing about
Ponzi schemes. The pro-
gram boasts an 85-year
unbroken record for paying
beneficiaries what they’re
owed, and currently holds a
reserve of nearly $2.8 trillion
in Treasury securities, all
publicly disclosed.

The GOP brain trust has
accepted the claim that
Social Security is rife with
fraud without devoting a
moment’s thought to it.
House Speaker Mike John-
son absurdly claimed Sun-
day on “Meet the Press” that
Musk’s “algorithms crawl-
ing through the data” are
“finding enormous amounts
of waste, fraud and abuse.” 

There’s absolutely zero
evidence for that. Can we
trust Musk to find it? This is
the guy whose claim that
“millions” of people aged 150
or older were receiving
payments was decisively
debunked — the notion that
benefits were going to peo-
ple that old was merely an
artifact of the software
program used by the

agency. No payments are
going to anyone in that
category; Social Security
automatically ceases
payments to anyone who
has reached the age of 115.
The chief bug in the system
is Musk’s ignorance. 

By the way, the search for
waste, fraud and abuse —
call it WFA — has a long and
discreditable history. Ron-
ald Reagan pledged to ferret
out enough WFA to cut the
federal budget by more than
6% (sometimes he said 10%).
One of his first steps, howev-
er, was to fire 15 departmen-
tal inspectors general,
whose jobs involved finding
WFA. Sound familiar? One
of Trump’s first orders upon
taking office was to fire
inspectors general at 17
federal agencies. 

Reagan impaneled the
so-called Grace Commis-
sion, whose chairman, in-
dustrialist J. Peter Grace,
promised to unearth bil-
lions of dollars of the elusive
WFA. The commission’s
eventual proposals included
taxing Social Security ben-
efits, adding soy meat-
extender to school lunches
($84-million savings over
three years), and eliminat-
ing the regulatory agencies
that oversaw industries
represented by the panel’s
members.

The truth is that Social
Security is one of the most
efficient agencies in the
federal government. Its
administrative costs are
one-half of one percent of its
total costs, which include
benefit payments.

What’s the goal of this
raid on Social Security, the
nation’s premier anti-pover-
ty program and one whose
beneficiaries live by the tens
of thousands in every con-
gressional district in the
land? 

It’s as if Trump and
Musk are intent on staging a
natural experiment on
whether Republicans can
tick off or terrify 69 million
Americans in one fell swoop
by taking away their suste-
nance in old age or disability
— and still win election. 

They’re bound to learn,
to the contrary, that there
isn’t a federal program that
Americans value more than
Social Security. Are they
dumb enough to try killing
it? We shall see.

IVoices MICHAEL HILTZIK COLUMNIST 

Alarm bells as Trump goes after Social Security

SOCIAL SECURITY’S administrative resources are being starved under the
guise of cutting fraud and waste, an effort led by Elon Musk and President Trump. 

Alex Brandon Associated Press

Out of the Hollywood
spotlight, actor Gene Hack-
man painted, did Pilates and
rode his bike in the Santa Fe,
N.M., community where he
and his wife, Betsy Arakawa,
were woven into the fabric of
the local community.

Friends said Hackman
came to cherish the simpler
life away from paparazzi and
hype of the show business
machine. In Santa Fe, he
made friends, took part in
community events and
dined at the local eateries. 

“He was a pretty low-key
individual even though he
was someone who had
amazing stories to tell about
Hollywood and other celeb-
rities,” longtime friend Stu-
art Ashman said. “He was
just a regular guy.”

But this peaceful ano-
nymity did not follow the Os-
car winner into death.

Last week, Hackman, 95,
and Arakawa, 65, were found
dead in their home, along
with one of their three dogs.
Investigators have ruled out
carbon monoxide poisoning,
but are awaiting toxicology
results. They are working to
rebuild a timeline of the cou-
ple’s final days through
phone records, emails and
other means. 

On Tuesday, the sheriff ’s
office said that a “minus-
cule” gas leak was discov-
ered within a stove burner in
the home, but it was not a le-
thal amount. Still, the infor-
mation was passed along to
investigators.

The couple were de-
scribed as private but neigh-
borly by those who got to
know them over the years.

Ashman was one of those

people — befriending the
two-time Oscar winner
nearly 30 years ago after the
two ended up sitting next to
each other at a community
arts meeting. Ashman was
director of the New Mexico
Museum of Art at the time,
while Hackman had a seat
on the board of the Georgia
O’Keeffe Museum, on which
he served from 1997 to 2004.

“He told me his name and
I said, ‘Of course I know who
you are,’ ” Ashman said. “He
just smiled that big smile of
his and our friendship went
from there.”

For two years, Ashman
was Hackman’s part-time
egg supplier, gifting him the
occasional dozen from the
chickens he was raising. One
day, Hackman returned the
favor with a painted land-
scape of a tree-lined river.
When Ashman initially de-
clined to take it, Hackman
politely insisted.

“Gene tells me, ‘You’ve
been giving me eggs for two
years. I think a painting is a
fair trade,’ ” Ashman re-
called.

The two would also chat
it up between Pilates
classes, where they shared
the same instructor.

“She would say, ‘Gene,
are you here to work or do
you want to visit with Stu-
art?’ ” Ashman said,

laughing.
Ashman said Hackman

years ago discussed renting
a home in the Florida Keys in
the winter and possibly
meeting up after their vaca-
tions, but then the pan-
demic happened, and the
men drifted apart.

Longtime friend Doug
Lanham didn’t think of
Hackman as a movie star,
but as one half of Gene and
Betsy, the couple that was
always helping in the com-
munity.

Their friendship also
started out of happen-
stance. The couple went into
his restaurant, Jinja Bar &
Bistro, in the early 2000s,
and ended up chatting with
Lanham and the other own-
ers, Lanham said. The topic
of Arakawa’s cooking skills
came up.

Lanham invited
Arakawa to come by the next
day, when the kitchen would
be tasting some new recipes.
Arakawa apparently had
some ideas of her own.

“The next day, here
comes Betsy just looking so
wonderful and confident,”
Lanham said. “And here
comes Gene behind Betsy,
lugging a cooler with all the
food that Betsy was going to
prepare for everyone to sam-
ple.”

Eventually, the couple

put a financial stake in the
restaurant. Over the years,
Hackman contributed his
artworks that now hang in-
side, including one large
piece that occupies much of
a 5-by-13-foot wall.

Initially, Hackman was
intimidated by the scale of
that piece, Lanham said.

“You did all these movies
that are great, and we got
this little wall that we want
to just put a piece of art on. I
never heard you say you
can’t do anything,” Lanham
said he teased Hackman
over a few beers.

But three weeks later,
Hackman called the restau-
rant owners up to his artist
studio. There they found a
bunch of tropical leaves
hanging from wires on the
ceiling that he used as mod-
els and on the back wall a
large triptych painting of a
woman looking out on a sun-
set in a South Pacific setting.

While Arakawa marveled
at the piece once it was
shown, Hackman was much
more subdued, Lanham
said. 

The reaction from cus-
tomers was overall positive,
but there were also critics.

“You see them crossing
their arms and looking at the
mural and going, ‘It’s kind of
a Gauguin, look at the color.
And then I’d go, ‘Oh, this is a
go-Gene. Look at this col-
or,’ ” Lanham said.

The couple slowed down
in the last few years, accord-
ing to news reports. 

Arakawa and Hackman’s
friends Daniel and Barbara
Lenihan, along with their
son Aaron, told People mag-
azine that Hackman was
“essentially kind of home-
bound” and had stopped rid-
ing his bike around his
neighborhood. He had been
showing his age in the last
few months, while his wife
was “in perfect health,” the
family told the magazine.
She tried to keep him active
and engaged, including do-
ing puzzles and yoga over
Zoom.

In Santa Fe, Hackman was ‘just a regular guy’

GENE HACKMAN and wife Betsy Arakawa, shown
in 1993, were found dead in their home last week. 

Associated Press

The Oscar winner
and his musician wife
enjoyed a simple life
away from show
business, friends say. 

By Nathan Solis
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KYIV, Ukraine — Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky said Tuesday that the
Oval Office blowup with
President Trump last week
was “regrettable,” adding
that he stands ready to work
under Trump’s “strong lead-
ership” to get a lasting
peace.

Zelensky’s remarks — an
apparent attempt to placate
Trump — came in a social
media post on X, hours after
the White House announced
a pause in military aid to
Ukraine that is critical to
fighting Russia’s invasion.

But later during his
nightly address, Zelensky in-
dicated that Ukraine didn’t
receive direct notification
from the U.S. that aid had
been cut, and was seeking
confirmation.

“I have instructed
Ukraine’s Minister of De-
fense, the heads of our intel-
ligence agencies, and our di-
plomats to contact their
counterparts in the United
States and obtain official in-
formation. People should
not have to guess,” he said.

“Ukraine and America
deserve a respectful dia-
logue and a clear position
from one another. Especially
when it comes to protecting
lives during a full-scale war,”
he added, saying that mili-
tary aid had been cut once
before, briefly in January. 

Zelensky said Ukraine is
ready to sign a deal on rare
earth minerals and security
with Washington.

In an apparent reference
to Trump’s criticism after
the contentious White
House meeting on Friday
that Zelensky does not want
a peace deal, the Ukrainian
leader said: “None of us want

an endless war.”
“Ukraine is ready to come

to the negotiating table as
soon as possible to bring
lasting peace closer. Nobody
wants peace more than the
Ukrainians. My team and I
stand ready to work under
President Trump’s strong
leadership to get a peace
that lasts,” he said.

Asked by reporters in
Moscow about Zelensky
voicing readiness for the re-
sumption of talks, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said, “It’s good, it’s positive.”

In his post, Zelensky said
the Oval Office meeting “did
not go the way it was sup-
posed to be.”

“It is regrettable that it
happened this way. It is time
to make things right,” he
added. “We would like future
cooperation and communi-
cation to be constructive.”

The pause of U.S. mili-
tary aid catapulted Ukraine
into alarm and apprehen-
sion. Zelensky’s statement
came before Trump was to
address Congress later
Tuesday.

“Regarding the agree-
ment on minerals and secu-
rity, Ukraine is ready to sign
it in any time and in any con-
venient format,” Zelensky

said. “We see this agreement
as a step toward greater se-
curity and solid security
guarantees, and I truly hope
it will work effectively.”

French President Em-
manuel Macron spoke by
phone successively with
Trump and Zelensky, Mac-
ron’s office said, and “wel-
comes” the Ukrainian’s
“willingness to reengage in
dialogue with the U.S.” It re-
leased no details about the
discussion with Trump.

U.K. Prime Minister Keir
Starmer also spoke to the
Ukrainian leader and “wel-
comed President Zelensky’s
steadfast commitment to
securing peace.”

Zelensky’s post came as
officials in Kyiv said they
were grateful for vital U.S.
help in the war and want to
keep working with Washing-
ton. Ukraine’s prime min-
ister, though, said the coun-
try still wants security guar-
antees to be part of any
peace deal and won’t recog-
nize Russian occupation of
any Ukrainian land. Those
are potential stumbling
blocks for Washington and
Moscow, respectively.

Ukraine and its allies are
concerned Trump is push-
ing for a quick cease-fire that

will favor Russia, which Kyiv
says cannot be trusted to
honor truces.

A White House official
said the U.S. was “pausing
and reviewing” its aid to “en-
sure that it is contributing to
a solution.” The order will re-
main in effect until Trump
determines that Ukraine
has demonstrated a com-
mitment to peace negotia-
tions, said the official, who
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss the assist-
ance.

The pause in U.S. aid isn’t
expected to have an immedi-
ate effect on the battlefield.
Ukrainian forces have
slowed Russian advances
along the 620-mile front line,
especially in the fiercely con-
tested Donetsk region in the
east. The Russian onslaught
has been costly in troops and
armor but hasn’t brought a
strategically significant
breakthrough for the Krem-
lin.

Ukraine, which depends
heavily on foreign help to
hold back Russia’s full-scale
invasion that began on Feb.
24, 2022, has feared that aid
could be stopped since
Trump took office.

U.S.-made Patriot air de-
fense missile systems, for ex-

ample, are pivotal to pro-
tecting Ukraine. Just as vital
is U.S. intelligence assist-
ance, which has allowed
Ukraine to track Russian
troop movements and select
targets.

“I feel betrayed, but this
feeling is not really deep for
some reason. I was expect-
ing something like that from
Trump’s side,” said a
Ukrainian soldier fighting in
Russia’s Kursk region,
where Ukraine launched a
daring incursion in August
2024 to improve its hand in
negotiations. The soldier
spoke by phone to the Asso-
ciated Press on condition of
anonymity because he was
not authorized to talk to the
media.

On the front line, where
Ukraine is struggling to fend
off the larger and better-
equipped Russian army, an-
other soldier said the U.S.
decision would allow further
battlefield gains for Moscow.

“War is very pragmatic,”
he told AP, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity in com-
pliance with military regula-
tions. “If we have weapons,
enough ammunition, in-
fantry, armored vehicles and
aviation — great. If not, then
we’re done,” he said.

He recalled a seven-
month delay in U.S. aid that
ended in April 2024 but
opened a door for Russia’s
capture of the strategic city
of Avdiivka.

U.S. support is vital be-
cause Europe cannot fully
provide what Ukraine needs
in air defense systems, lead-
ing to increased civilian cas-
ualties, said lawmaker Yehor
Chernov.

The suspension of U.S.
aid is already being felt at a
hub in eastern Poland that
has been used to ferry West-
ern weapons into neighbor-
ing Ukraine, Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk said.

The U.S.-Ukraine rela-
tionship has taken a down-
turn since Trump took office
and his team launched bilat-
eral talks with Russia.

Trump had vowed during
his campaign to settle the
war in 24 hours, but later

changed that time frame
and voiced hope that peace
could be negotiated in six
months.

Ukrainian Prime Min-
ister Denys Shmyhal said
U.S. help is “vital” and has
saved “perhaps tens of thou-
sands” of civilian and mili-
tary lives. But he empha-
sized that any peace agree-
ment must be “on Ukraine’s
terms.” 

Ukraine wants “concrete
security guarantees” from
Washington, European
countries and Group of 7
leading industrialized na-
tions, he said. Giving up ter-
ritory to Russia, which occu-
pies nearly 20% of Ukraine,
“is not possible” under the
U.N. Charter, he said.

Noting that the U.S. has
been “the chief supplier” of
aid to Ukraine, Peskov said
that if Washington suspends
these supplies, “it will make
the best contribution to
peace.”

Poland’s Foreign Min-
istry said the U.S. had nei-
ther consulted nor informed
North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization countries before
announcing the pause.

Russia will probably try
to use the halt in supplies to
extend its territorial gains
and strengthen its position
in prospective peace talks.

Andrei Kartapolov, a re-
tired general who heads a
defense committee in parlia-
ment, told Russia’s state
RIA news agency that
Ukraine would exhaust its
current ammunition re-
serves within months.

Ukraine’s European al-
lies, meanwhile, reaffirmed
their commitment to Kyiv.

The chief of the European
Union’s executive proposed
an $841-billion plan to bol-
ster defenses of EU nations
and provide Ukraine with
military muscle.

Kullab and Arhirova write
for the Associated Press. AP
writers Volodymyr Yurchuk
in Kyiv, Vanessa Gera in
Warsaw and Aamer
Madhani, Zeke Miller and
Lisa Mascaro in Washington
contributed to this report.

Zelensky ready to work with Trump for peace

A UKRAINIAN soldier scans the sky for Russian drones as he gets ready to fire
an M777 howitzer toward Russian positions at the front line near Donetsk. 

Roman Chop Associated Press

Ukraine’s leader calls
Oval Office shouting
match ‘regrettable’
after the White
House pauses aid.

By Samya Kullab

and Hanna Arhirova
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WASHINGTON — Tar-
iffs are in the news at the mo-
ment. Here’s what they are
and what you need to know
about them.

Tariffs are a tax on im-
ports.

Tariffs are typically
charged as a percentage of
the price a buyer pays a for-
eign seller. In the United
States, tariffs are collected
by Customs and Border Pro-
tection agents at 328 ports of
entry across the country.

U.S. tariff rates vary:
They are generally 2.5% on
passenger cars, for instance,
and 6% on golf shoes. Tariffs
can be lower for countries
with which the United
States has trade agree-
ments. Before the U.S. be-
gan imposing 25% tariffs on
goods from Canada and
Mexico as of Tuesday, most
goods moved between the
United States and those
countries tariff-free because
of President Trump’s U.S.-
Mexico-Canada trade agree-
ment.

Mainstream economists
are generally skeptical
about tariffs, considering
them an inefficient way for
governments to raise reve-
nue. 

There’s much misinforma-
tion about who actually
pays tariffs.

Trump is a proponent of
tariffs, insisting that they
are paid for by foreign coun-
tries. In fact, it is importers
— American companies —
that pay tariffs, and the
money goes to the U.S.
Treasury. Those companies
typically pass their higher
costs on to their customers
in the form of higher prices.
That’s why economists say
consumers usually end up
footing the bill for tariffs.

Still, tariffs can hurt for-
eign countries by making
their products pricier and
harder to sell abroad. For-
eign companies might have
to cut prices — and sacrifice
profits — to offset the tariffs
and try to maintain their
market share in the U.S. 

Yang Zhou, an economist
at Shanghai’s Fudan Uni-
versity, concluded in a study
that Trump’s tariffs on Chi-
nese goods inflicted more
than three times as much
damage to the Chinese econ-
omy as they did to the U.S.
economy.

What has Trump said
about tariffs?

Trump has said tariffs
will create more factory jobs,
shrink the federal deficit,
lower food prices and allow
the government to subsidize
child care.

“Tariffs are the greatest
thing ever invented,” Trump
said at a rally in Flint, Mich.,
during his presidential cam-
paign.

During his first term,
Trump imposed tariffs with
a flourish — targeting im-
ported solar panels, steel,
aluminum and pretty much
everything from China.

“Tariff Man,” he called
himself.

The United States in re-
cent years has gradually re-
treated from its post-World
War II role of promoting
global free trade and lower
tariffs. That’s generally a re-
sponse to the loss of U.S.
manufacturing jobs, widely
attributed to unfettered free
trade and China’s ascent as
a manufacturing power.

Tariffs are intended mainly
to protect domestic indus-
tries.

By raising the price of im-
ports, tariffs can protect
homegrown manufacturers.
They may also serve to puni-
sh foreign countries for un-
fair trade practices such as
subsidizing their exporters
or dumping products at un-
fairly low prices.

Before the federal in-
come tax was established in
1913, tariffs were a major rev-
enue source for the govern-
ment. From 1790 to 1860, tar-
iffs accounted for 90% of fed-
eral revenue, according to
Douglas Irwin, a Dartmouth
College economist who has
studied the history of trade
policy.

Tariffs fell out of favor as
global trade grew after
World War II. The govern-
ment needed vastly bigger
revenue streams to finance
its operations.

In the fiscal year that
ended Sept. 30, the govern-
ment collected about $80 bil-
lion in tariffs and fees, a trifle
next to the $2.5 trillion that
comes from individual in-
come taxes and the $1.7 tril-
lion from Social Security and
Medicare taxes.

Still, Trump favors a
budget policy that resem-
bles what was in place in the
19th century.

Tariffs can also be used to
pressure other countries on
issues that may or may not
be related to trade. In 2019,
for example, Trump used
the threat of tariffs as lever-
age to persuade Mexico to
crack down on waves of Cen-
tral American migrants
crossing Mexican territory
on their way to the United
States.

Trump even sees tariffs
as a way to prevent wars.

“I can do it with a phone
call,” he said at an August
rally in North Carolina.

If another country tries
to start a war, he said, he’d is-
sue a threat:

“We’re going to charge
you 100% tariffs. And all of a
sudden, the president or
prime minister or dictator or
whoever the hell is running
the country says to me, ‘Sir,
we won’t go to war.’ ”

Economists generally
consider tariffs self-defeat-
ing.

Tariffs raise costs for
companies and consumers
that rely on imports. They’re
also likely to provoke retalia-
tion.

The European Union, for
example, punched back
against Trump’s tariffs on
steel and aluminum by tax-
ing U.S. products, including
bourbon and Harley-David-
son motorcycles. Likewise,
China has responded to
Trump’s trade war by slap-
ping tariffs on American
goods, including soybeans
and pork, in a calculated
drive to hurt his supporters
in farm country.

A study by economists at
MIT, the University of
Zurich, Harvard and the
World Bank concluded that
Trump’s tariffs failed to re-
store jobs to the American
heartland. 

Despite Trump’s 2018
taxes on imported steel, for
example, the number of jobs
at U.S. steel plants barely
budged: They remained
right around 140,000. By
comparison, Walmart alone
employs 1.6 million people in
the United States.

Worse, the retaliatory
taxes imposed by China and
other nations on U.S. goods
had “negative employment
impacts,” especially for far-
mers, the study found.
These retaliatory tariffs
were only partly offset by bil-
lions in government aid that
Trump gave out to farmers.
The Trump tariffs also dam-
aged companies that relied
on targeted imports.

If Trump’s trade war fiz-
zled as policy, though, it suc-
ceeded as politics. The study
found that support for
Trump and Republican con-
gressional candidates rose
in areas most exposed to the
import tariffs: the industrial
Midwest and manufactur-
ing-heavy Southern states
such as North Carolina and
Tennessee.

Wiseman writes for the
Associated Press.

TRUCKS ENTER Detroit from Canada last month.
Mainstream economists are skeptical about tariffs.

Paul Sancya Associated Press

What tariffs are
and how they
work — or don’t 
By Paul Wiseman

North American integration
will continue.”

The ex-diplomat com-
pared the predicament
faced by Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum with
Trump’s tariff pledges to
that of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky — who
was told by Trump last week
that he doesn’t have “the
cards” to play in trying to
end Russia’s war against his

country. 
“Mexico also has few

chips to play,” Castañeda
said. 

While Mexico has already
gone out of its way to placate
Trump, Castañeda said,
Washington is likely to de-
mand more — possibly addi-
tional Mexican troops sta-
tioned permanently along
the northern border, U.S. in-
spectors posted at Mexican
seaports to help stop traf-
ficking of precursor chemi-
cals used in production of
fentanyl, and a reduction in
the growing Chinese invest-
ment in Mexico.

Sheinbaum “has no
choice” but to do what
Trump demands, Cas-
tañeda said.

Three decades ago, Mexi-
co jettisoned its historically
protectionist policies to em-
brace free trade and become
largely export-dependent.
The United States is now the
destination of more than
80% of Mexico’s exports,
with a quarter of its econo-
my depending directly on
trade with the United
States.

But there were always
skeptics who argued that
Mexico should not put too
many of its eggs in the U.S.
basket, and should instead
seek to broaden its trading
horizons. Today, those
warnings seem prescient. 

Analysts said the tariffs,
if prolonged, could send
Mexico’s already shaky
economy into recession. 

“The tariffs come at the
worst possible time,” said
Rodrigo Aguilera, an inde-
pendent economist who has
warned that if work becomes
scarce in Mexico, more peo-
ple without proper docu-
mentation will seek to enter
the U.S. 

Trump’s measures
threaten to upend the global
economy and were expected
to drive up prices for U.S.
consumers, with some ef-
fects being felt almost im-
mediately. 

Sheinbaum said Tuesday
that Mexico will also retali-
ate — but said her govern-
ment will hold off on reveal-
ing which products Mexico
plans to target until a public
event Sunday in Mexico

and Mexico was a troubling
realignment of foreign pol-
icy. 

“Today the United States
launched a trade war
against Canada, their clos-
est partner and ally, their
closest friend,” Trudeau
said at a news conference.
“At the same, they are talk-
ing about working positively
with Russia, appeasing
Vladimir Putin, a lying, mur-
derous dictator. Make that
make sense.”

Trump, who has repeat-
edly spoken of Canada be-
coming the 51st U.S. state,
replied in a social media
post: “Please explain to Gov-
ernor Trudeau, of Canada,
that when he puts on a Re-
taliatory Tariff on the U.S.,
our Reciprocal Tariff will im-
mediately increase by a like
amount!”

To justify his tariffs,
Trump has cited the traf-
ficking of fentanyl, but he
has also named illegal immi-
gration and a desire to lure
manufacturing back to the
U.S. 

U.S. stocks fell over fears
that the tariffs would trigger
a wider trade war, precisely
what NAFTA and its succes-
sor, the United States-Mexi-
co-Canada Agreement —
signed during the first
Trump administration —
were meant to avert.

“It’s the very idea of free
trade in North America that
has been thrown out the win-
dow,” said Juan Carlos

Moreno-Brid, an economist
at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico. A rela-
tionship based on co-
operation instead of compe-
tition, he said, “has been in-
validated.”

Supply chains built up
over decades — manufactur-
ing a wide array of products
including automobiles, com-
puters and TVs, many pro-
duced with components
that cross borders many
times — are being thrown
into disarray.

“We’re heading full bore
into the buzz saw,” said Jerry
Pacheco, director of the Bor-
der Industrial Assn., a trade
group based in Santa Te-
resa, N.M., who added that
the mere threat of tariffs had
already had a chilling effect
on cross-border business.
“I’d hate to be a supply chain
manager right now,” he said.
“I don’t think the Trump ad-
ministration understands
how integrated we are.”

However, others say that
Trump — who casts himself
as the consummate deal-
maker — isn’t likely to scrap
entirely the notion that
North America is stronger
economically if its nations
work together, and is well
aware of the higher prices for
U.S. consumers that could
result from a trade war.

“This is a stumbling
block, especially for Mexico,”
Jorge Castañeda, a former
foreign secretary of Mexico,
said of the tariffs. “But I
think the basic thrust of

City’s central plaza. Her re-
sponse suggested that Mexi-
co still seeks to avert a full-
blown trade war. Shein-
baum said she hopes to
speak with Trump in coming
days. 

“There is no motive, rea-
son or justification that sup-
ports this decision that will
affect our people and our na-
tions,” she said at her daily
news conference.

She also highlighted all
that Mexico has done on
immigration — helping to
bring illegal border cross-
ings to the lowest levels in
years — and drug traffick-
ing. Mexico has increased
seizures of fentanyl, the syn-
thetic opioid that has
caused tens of thousands of
U.S. deaths.

Last week, Mexico han-
ded over to the United
States 29 drug trafficking
suspects, including Rafael
Caro Quintero, the alleged
mastermind of the 1985 slay-
ing of Enrique Camarena, an
undercover U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration
agent in Mexico.

Mexico, Canada and
China are the top trading
partners of the United
States, accounting for more
than 40% of all U.S. imports.
They supply the U.S. with
food, medicine, cars, timber
and electronics.

Experts say American
consumers may find higher
prices for fresh vegetables,
fruits and other perishable
imports in a matter of days. 

For other products,
prices may start to increase
only as inventories are de-
pleted. Car prices will al-
most surely go up. U.S. auto
manufacturing is deeply in-
tertwined with Mexico and
Canada, with parts crossing
the border many times. Now,
those parts will be taxed 25%
every time they enter the
U.S. 

Gas prices are also likely
to rise, particularly in the
Great Lakes and Rocky
Mountain West, which de-
pend on Canadian oil.

The new 10% tariffs on
China add to duties that
Trump imposed on Chinese
imports last month, and
during his first term. They
are expected to hit Ameri-
can households because
China is a big supplier of a
broad range of consumer
items.

Trump has acknowl-
edged that the new tariffs
could cause pain for con-
sumers, but he has argued
that they are worth it to
draw manufacturing back to
the U.S. and rebalance trade
with the impacted coun-
tries, each of which sells
more goods to the U.S. than
it buys. 

“Come make your prod-
uct in America,” he told com-
panies in a speech via video
at the World Economic Fo-
rum this year. If not, he said,
“then very simply you will
have to pay a tariff.”

The tariffs upend the
United States-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement, which
Trump himself negotiated
and which, in 2020, he
praised as “the fairest, most
balanced and beneficial
trade agreement we have
ever signed into law.”

A PRODUCE truck passes through Pharr, Texas, on the day the tariffs went into effect. Canada and China
announced retaliatory taxes on U.S. goods, and Mexico said it would soon announce its own counter-tariffs. 

Eric Gay Associated Press

Trump activates tariffs on
Canada, Mexico and China
[Tariffs, from A1]

‘We’re heading
full bore into the
buzz saw. I’d hate
to be a supply
chain manager
right now.’

— Jerry Pacheco,
director of the Border

Industrial Assn. trade group
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CAIRO — Arab leaders
on Tuesday endorsed
Egypt’s postwar plan for the
Gaza Strip that would allow
its roughly 2 million Pal-
estinians to remain, in a
counterproposal to Presi-
dent Trump’s plan to de-
populate the territory and
redevelop it as a beach desti-
nation.

It was unclear whether
Israel or the United States
would accept the Egyptian
plan, whose endorsement by
Arab leaders, announced by
Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah Sisi, amounted to a
widespread rejection of
Trump’s proposal. The of-
fice of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu de-
clined to comment.

Tuesday’s summit in
Cairo included the emir of
Qatar, the vice president of
the United Arab Emirates
and the foreign minister of
Saudi Arabia — countries
whose support is crucial for
any postwar plan. U.N. Sec-
retary-General António
Guterres also attended.

Addressing the summit,
Sisi said that the plan “pre-
serves the right of Palestin-
ian people in rebuilding their
nation and guarantees their
existence on their land.”

Arab League chief Ah-
med Aboul Gheit said the
summit’s final communique
calls on the U.N. Security
Council to deploy an inter-
national peacekeeping force
in Gaza and the occupied
West Bank.

“Peace is the Arabs’ stra-
tegic option,” he said at a
news conference, adding
that the communique re-
jected the transfer of Pal-
estinians and endorsed
Egypt’s reconstruction plan.

“The Egyptian plan cre-
ates a path for a new security
and political context in
Gaza,” he said.

Israel has embraced
what it says is an alternative
U.S. proposal for the cease-
fire and the release of hos-
tages seized during the mili-
tant group Hamas’ attack in
southern Israel on Oct. 7,
2023, which triggered the
war. Israel has blocked the
entry of food, fuel, medicine
and other supplies to Gaza
to try to get Hamas to accept
the new proposal and has
warned of additional conse-

quences, raising fears of a re-
turn to fighting.

The suspension of aid
drew widespread criticism,
with human rights groups
saying that it violated Isra-
el’s obligations as an occupy-
ing power under interna-
tional law.

The new plan would re-
quire Hamas to release half
its remaining hostages —
the militant group’s main
bargaining chip — in ex-
change for a cease-fire ex-
tension and a promise to ne-
gotiate a lasting truce. Israel
made no mention of re-
leasing more Palestinian
prisoners — a key compo-
nent of the first phase.

Egypt’s proposal
Egypt’s $53-billion plan

foresees rebuilding Gaza by
2030 without removing its
population. The first phase
calls for starting the removal
of unexploded ordnance and
clearing more than 50 mil-
lion tons of rubble left by Is-
rael’s bombardment and
military offensives.

The final communique
said Egypt will host an inter-
national conference in co-
operation with the United
Nations for Gaza’s recon-
struction, and a World Bank-
overseen trust fund will be

established to receive
pledges to implement the
early recovery and recon-
struction plan.

According to a 112-page
draft of the plan obtained by
the Associated Press, hun-
dreds of thousands of tem-
porary housing units would
be set up for Gaza’s popula-
tion while reconstruction
takes place. The rubble
would be recycled, with
some of it used as infill to ex-
pand land on Gaza’s Medi-
terranean coast.

In the following years, the
plan envisages completely
reshaping the strip, building
“sustainable, green and
walkable” housing and ur-
ban areas, with renewable
energy. It renovates agricul-
tural lands and creates in-
dustrial zones and large
park areas.

It also calls for the open-
ing of an airport, a fishing
port and a commercial port.
The Oslo peace accords in
the 1990s called for the open-
ing of an airport and a com-
mercial port in Gaza, but the
projects withered as the
peace process collapsed.

Under the plan, Hamas
would cede power to an in-
terim administration of po-
litical independents until a
reformed Palestinian Au-

thority could assume con-
trol. Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas,
head of the Western-backed
authority and an opponent
of Hamas, was attending the
summit.

Israel has ruled out any
role for the Palestinian Au-
thority in Gaza and, along
with the United States, has
demanded Hamas’ disar-
mament. Hamas, which
doesn’t accept Israel’s exist-
ence, has said it’s willing to
cede power in Gaza to other
Palestinians, but won’t give
up its arms until there is a
Palestinian state.

Speaking at the summit,
Sisi said there is a need for a
parallel path for peace to
achieve a “comprehensive,
just and lasting settlement”
to the Palestinian cause.

“There will be no true
peace without the establish-
ment of the Palestinian
state,” the Egyptian leader
said. “It’s time to adopt the
launching of a serious and
effective political path that
leads to a permanent and
lasting solution to the Pal-
estinian cause according to
the resolutions of interna-
tional legitimacy.”

Israel has vowed to main-
tain open-ended security
control over both territories,

which it captured in the 1967
Middle East War and which
Palestinians want for a fu-
ture state. Israel’s govern-
ment and most of its politi-
cal class are opposed to Pal-
estinian statehood.

Trump shocked the re-
gion last month when he
suggested that Gaza’s
roughly 2 million Palestin-
ians be resettled in other
countries. He said the
United States would take
ownership of the territory
and redevelop it into a Mid-
dle Eastern “Riviera.”

Netanyahu embraced
the proposal, which was
roundly rejected by Pal-
estinians, Arab countries
and human rights experts,
who said it would probably
violate international law.

Riccardo Fabiani, North
Africa director at the Inter-
national Crisis Group, a
Brussels-based think tank,
said Egypt was “trying to
present a credible alterna-
tive focused on reconstruc-
tion and an indirect consul-
tation mechanism for
Hamas that could reassure
Israel and the U.S.”

Medical treatment 
Trump has suggested

Egypt and Jordan, two close
U.S.allies, could take in large

numbers of Palestinian ref-
ugees from Gaza. Both
countries have adamantly
rejected any such plan.

Meeting with Trump last
month, King Abdullah II of
Jordan offered to take in
about 2,000 children for
medical treatment. The first
group of around 30 children,
accompanied by up to two
family members, left Gaza
for Jordan on Tuesday, ac-
cording to Nasser Hospital
in the southern Gaza city of
Khan Yunis.

Jordan said the children
are amputees and will return
to Gaza when their treat-
ment is complete. The king-
dom has also set up field
hospitals in Gaza and deliv-
ered aid by air and land.

The latest war began
with Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack
on Israel, in which militants
killed about 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, and took
about 250 people hostage. 

Israel’s offensive killed
more than 48,000 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza’s
Health Ministry. It doesn’t
say how many were fighters,
but the ministry says wom-
en and children made up
more than half the dead.

Magdy and Jahjouh write
for the Associated Press.

Arab leaders back postwar plan to let Gazans stay
Support represents
rejection of President
Trump’s push to oust
Palestinians from strip.

By Samy Magdy and

Mohammad Jahjouh

EGYPT said its plan preserves Palestinians’ right to rebuild and “guarantees their existence on their land.” Above, Gaza’s Shati camp.
Jehad Alshrafi Associated Press

CAIRO — Children in
conflict-ravaged Sudan as
young as a year old have
been raped since the begin-
ning of 2024, according to the
United Nations children’s
agency on Tuesday. It said
sexual violence is being used
as a tactic of war.

UNICEF said 221 chil-
dren, including boys, were
raped by armed men, ac-
cording to records compiled
by gender-based violence
service providers in the
North African nation. 

The war in Sudan broke
out in April 2023 between the
military and its rival para-
military Rapid Support
Forces with battles in Khar-
toum and around the coun-
try. Since then, at least
20,000 people have been
killed, though the number is

probably far higher. The war
has driven more than 14 mil-
lion people from their homes
and pushed parts of the
country into famine.

Right groups say that
atrocities, including sexual
violence and forced child
marriages, have been com-
mitted by both sides. An es-
timated 61,800 children have
been internally displaced
since the war began, UNI-
CEF reported last month.

On Tuesday, the agency
reported documented cases
involving children who were
raped during attacks on cit-
ies.

More than 30% of the
child rape victims were boys,
UNICEF said. The victims
include 16 children under the
age of 5 and four infants. The
cases were reported in the
states of Gedaref, Kassala,
Gezeira, Khartoum, River
Nile, Northern State, South
Kordofan, North Darfur and
West Darfur.

Of the 221 children raped,
73 cases were conflict-re-
lated and 71 were not, while
the others were unidenti-
fied, Tess Ingram, a spokes-

person with UNICEF, told
the Associated Press.

“In a culture of really seri-
ous social stigma and at a
time when access to services
has been severely ham-
pered, the fact that this
group came forward tells us
that it is only a small sam-
ple,” she said. 

“It is only the tip of 
the iceberg of what are un-
doubtedly hundreds more
children who have been

raped.”
Survivors are often reluc-

tant to report that they 
were subject to sexual vi-
olence due to stigma and
fear of retribution from
armed groups and rejection
from family.

UNICEF Executive Di-
rector Catherine Russell
said in the report that sexual
violence, including rape, is
“being used as a tactic of
war” in violation of interna-

tional law and laws protect-
ing children.

The SIHA Network, a
nonprofit organization that
documents violence against
women and girls, said last
month that around 23% of
the conflict-related sexual
violence it documented
since the war began involved
girls. In South Kordofan, a
boy was raped at gunpoint
and several children, includ-
ing a 6-year-old, were also
raped. They were all out
picking fruit.

Ingram, who was in Su-
dan in December, said she
met with victims who “en-
dured horrors that no per-
son would want to experi-
ence in their lifetime, and in
the aftermath of those hor-
rors, their suffering doesn’t
stop.”

She said many of them
dealt with physical injuries
and “serious psychological
scars,” including a girl who
experienced seizures linked
to her trauma and others
who told Ingram they at-
tempted suicide.

A girl from Omdurman
who gave recorded testi-

mony to UNICEF, which was
shared with the AP, said she
moved multiple times look-
ing for shelters as some dis-
placement centers would
turn her away after learning
that she was impregnated
by her rapist.

An unidentified woman
abducted by armed men re-
counted in a video testimony
harrowing details of her 19
days of captivity in a room
with four other women and
girls. She was severely beat-
en and along with the others
forced to cook and clean for
the men detaining them.
She said she wanted to kill
herself.

She recounted how one of
the girls, a 15-year-old, was
detained after being kid-
napped by two men who
forced her to swallow pills.
The girl would often be
transferred to another room
for rape by random men.

“I heard her screams,
while she was getting raped.
Every time she was raped
and came back to our room
she was covered with blood,”
the woman said while crying
and hyperventilating.

U.N. says over 200 children raped in Sudan since 2024

THE VICTIMS include 16 children under age 5 and
four infants. Above, a rape victim at a UNICEF office.

Tess Ingram UNICEF

Victims include boys,
and sexual violence is
being used as tactic of
war, agency reports.

associated press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Trump blames Mexico
for fentanyl and other dan-
gerous drugs that come
across the southern border.

But Mexico blames the
United States and its gun
makers for arming the drug
cartels with high-powered,
military-style rifles that
cross the border from the
north. 

“Mexico has one gun
store in the entire nation, yet
the nation is awash in guns,”

lawyers for the Mexican gov-
ernment told the U.S.
Supreme Court. 

They said these Ameri-
can-made assault weapons
are used to “assassinate
politicians, attack the mili-
tary and kill and injure
judges, journalists, police
and ordinary citizens.”

The issue was before the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
because the Mexican gov-
ernment sought the help of
U.S. courts. It sued seven
gun makers and a gun dis-
tributor in a federal court in
Massachusetts seeking bil-

lions in damages and new
limits on the marketing of
military-style weapons. 

To the surprise of the gun
industry, Mexico won a pre-
liminary round in the U.S.
Court of Appeals in Boston. 

Congress in 2005 adopted
a law that shields gun mak-
ers and gun sellers from lia-
bility for murders, crimes
and other harm caused by
the “unlawful misuse” of a
firearm.

Afederal judge dismissed
Mexico’s lawsuits based on
the shield law, but the ap-
peals court disagreed. The

three-judge panel cited the
allegations that the gun
makers chose to supply the
violent drug cartels by send-
ing huge numbers of mili-
tary-style weapons to deal-
ers along the border. 

“One dealer knowingly
sold 650 guns to straw pur-
chasers recruited by a drug
cartel after advising the pur-
chasers on how to evade law
enforcement,” they told the
court.

However, the justices
voted to hear an appeal from
the gun makers, and they
sounded inclined to dismiss

the suit. 
“It’s hard to imagine a

suit more clearly barred by”
the shield law passed by
Congress, said Washington
attorney Noel Francisco.
“Mexico has sued a group of
leading American firearms
companies, seeking to hold
them liable under Mexican
law for harms incurred by
the Mexican government as
a result of Mexican drug car-
tels committing crimes with
firearms in Mexico.” 

During Tuesday’s argu-
ment, most of the justices, li-
beral and conservative,

sounded skeptical of Mexi-
co’s lawsuit.

Justice Clarence Thomas
questioned whether there
was any evidence that the
gun makers had violated the
law. 

Justice Elena Kagan said
it was not clear that gun
makers are working with or
were responsible for dealers
who are selling guns along
the border. 

It will be several months
before the court hands down
a decision in the case of
Smith & Wesson vs. Estados
Unidos Mexicanos. 

Justices skeptical of Mexico’s case against American gun makers 
By David G. Savage
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WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court’s conserva-
tive majority ruled for San
Francisco on Tuesday, lim-
iting the power of environ-
mental regulators to pre-
vent ocean discharges of pol-
luted stormwater. 

At issue was a regulatory
dispute over the permitting
standards used by the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency.

Storm runoff from coast-
al cities can pollute bays and
the ocean, but San Fran-
cisco officials argued they
should not be held responsi-
ble for ocean pollution un-
less it came from their
wastewater treatment
plants.

Justice Samuel A. Alito
Jr. agreed with San Fran-
cisco city and county offi-
cials and said an “end result”
permit is unfair. 

Even a city that “punctil-
iously follows every specific
requirement in its permit
may nevertheless face
crushing penalties if the
quality of the water in its re-
ceiving waters falls below
the applicable standards,”
he said for a 5-4 majority in
San Francisco vs. EPA. 

He said the EPA retains
ample authority to prevent
water pollution. 

“If the EPA does its work,

our holding should have no
adverse effect on water qual-
ity,” he wrote. 

Justice Amy Coney Bar-
rett dissented, noting that
the law authorizes the EPA
to enforce “any limitation”
needed to protect clean wa-
ter. The court’s three liberals
— Justices Sonia So-
tomayor, Elena Kagan and
Ketanji Brown Jackson —
agreed with her dissent.

The Sierra Club said the
ruling “significantly hinders
the EPA’s authority to pro-
tect America’s water.”

Sanjay Narayan, its chief
appellate counsel, said the
decision “ignores the basic
reality of how water bodies
and water pollution [work]
and could stymie the ability
of the EPA to implement the
Clean Water Act, a bedrock
environmental law that has
kept water safe for the last 50
years.”

Washington attorney
Kevin Minoli, a former act-
ing general counsel at the
EPA, said the decision is
likely to affect many cities
across the country. “It’s
quite common to have a per-
mit provision that prohibits
anything that ‘causes’ or
‘contributes’ to polluting the
water,” he said, quoting one
of the disputed provisions
that the court threw out.

Two years ago, the
court’s conservative major-
ity restricted the EPA’s au-
thority to protect wetlands.

SAN FRANCISCO city and county officials argued
that they should not be at fault for ocean pollution.

Loren Elliott For The Times

Justices curb EPA power
over water regulation 
By David G. Savage

and Ian James

“He has this reputation of
being someone who cares
about evidence and trans-
parency,” said Dr. Reshma
Ramachandran of Yale Uni-
versity, who was part of an
informal research group
with Makary. “The question
is whether he’s going to pre-
serve and defend the integri-
ty of the agency or is he going
to fall in line with the admin-
istration.”

Makary did not respond
to an AP interview request.

Critic of pandemic
safety measures

Trained as a pancreatic
surgeon, Makary focused his
initial work on uncontrover-
sial topics such as hospital
costs and surgical check-
lists. 

In 2016, he made head-
lines with a paper stating
that medical errors were
“the third leading cause of
death in the U.S.” That con-
clusion was quickly disputed
by other experts, who said
the paper’s death estimate
was 10 times higher than

WASHINGTON — Dr.
Marty Makary rose to na-
tional attention by skewer-
ing the medical establish-
ment in books and papers
and bashing the federal re-
sponse to COVID-19 on TV.

Now the Johns Hopkins
University surgeon and re-
searcher has been nomi-
nated to lead the Food and
Drug Administration. The
agency — responsible for
regulating a range of prod-
ucts including toothpaste
and vaccines — is famously
understated, issuing care-
fully worded statements de-
void of opinion or scientific
speculation.

That’s the opposite ap-
proach of Makary, whose
sweeping rhetoric and biting
criticism often veer into hy-
perbole, according to an As-
sociated Press review of re-
cent speeches, interviews
and podcast appearances.

Makary has called the
U.S. food supply “poison,”
says the federal government
is the “greatest perpetrator
of misinformation” about
COVID-19 and regularly sug-
gests that pesticides, fluo-
ride and overuse of antibiot-
ics may be to blame for rising
rates of infertility, attention
deficit disorder and other
health conditions. He’ll ap-
pear Thursday before a Sen-
ate panel considering his
nomination.

Makary’s views align with
those of the man who would
be his boss: Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr., the U.S. Health sec-
retary who built a following
by sowing doubts about vac-
cines, ultraprocessed foods
and fluoride. Notably, Mak-
ary has never embraced
Kennedy’s discredited idea
that vaccines might cause
autism.

Experts who have
worked with Makary say his
contrarian approach could
be useful at the FDA — but
only if he’s able to resist po-
litical pressure from Ken-
nedy and others on hot-but-
ton issues like vaccines.

more rigorous reviews.
During the COVID-19

pandemic, Makary reached
a much broader audience as
a regular on Fox News,
where he opposed vaccine
mandates and called the
FDA “broken” and “mired in
politics and red tape.”

Makary often directs his
harshest criticism toward
the “medical hubris” of fel-
low doctors, as in his latest
book, “Blind Spots,” which
catalogs a number of cases
in which he claims experts
“got the science perfectly
backwards.” 

For example, he exam-
ines early recommendations
that parents delay giving ba-
bies peanut-based foods due
to allergy risks. Today, pe-
diatricians generally recom-
mend earlier introduction to
prevent food allergies.

Many researchers view
such examples differently.

“These are cases of peo-
ple doing the best they can
with evolving information
and needing to make deci-
sions along the way,” said Dr.
Aaron Kesselheim of Har-

vard Medical School. “As
commissioner, he’s going to
have to be OK with making
decisions based on evolving
evidence — and some of
those decisions might be
wrong.”

Focus on pesticides
and food additives 

Like others in Kennedy’s
“Make America Healthy
Again” movement, Makary
says many of the chronic
health problems afflicting
Americans may be related to
food additives, pesticides
and other chemicals.

“How about research on
the pesticides that have hor-
mone effects in children that
may explain the declining
fertility and lowering age of
puberty?” Makary asked in a
podcast.

New York University food
researcher Marion Nestle
says Makary’s questions
“are extremely difficult to
settle,” because there’s no
way to ethically do the type
of research needed to reach a
firm conclusion: give one

group of children food with
pesticides and compare
them with a control group
getting food not grown with
pesticides. 

“I sympathize with his
frustration and think we
would be much better off
with a lot fewer pesticides in
our food supply, but I tend to
view these issues more cau-
tiously,” Nestle said.

Nutrition experts also
say it’s overly simplistic to
declare all ultraprocessed
foods harmful, since the cat-
egory includes an estimated
60% of U.S. foods, including
granola and ice cream.

Attacking COVID
booster shots 

“The greatest perpetra-
tor of misinformation dur-
ing the pandemic has been
the United States govern-
ment,” Makary told House
lawmakers during a 2023
roundtable hosted by Re-
publicans.

Among the many
COVID-19 policies Makary
attacked was the recom-

mendation for booster shots
in teens and young adults,
particularly boys and young
men. That group received
particular attention be-
cause early vaccinations
showed a higher rate of my-
ocarditis, a rare form of
heart inflammation that is
usually mild. Complicating
the issue was the fact that
COVID-19 itself also caused
cases of myocarditis that
were usually more severe.

A 2022 paper co-written
by Makary concluded that
requiring booster shots in
young people would cause
more injury than benefit.
None of the authors special-
ized in studying infectious
diseases or vaccine reac-
tions.

“They made mistake af-
ter mistake, and every time
it either minimized the vac-
cine’s benefits or exag-
gerated the risks,” said Dr.
Robert Morris of the Uni-
versity of Washington, who
published a critique of the
work. “This paper really fed
the whole notion that the
vaccine is worse than the
disease.”

Makary’s conclusion con-
tradicted that of U.K. ex-
perts and the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, which estimated
the booster prevented 114
hospitalizations for every
seven it caused in young peo-
ple. He told Congress that
the CDC and FDA “lied to
the American people” about
the need for boosters and
other COVID measures.

Dr. Paul Offit, an FDA
vaccine advisor, says the
Biden administration made
missteps in rolling out
boosters, including plans to
make them available for all
age groups before outside
experts had weighed in. But,
Offit said, Makary’s lan-
guage has damaged public
trust in health institutions.

“It’s rhetoric that’s pur-
posefully inflammatory to
win over a certain crowd,
which is part of today’s zeit-
geist of disdaining public
health agencies,” Offit said.
“So he’s offered the position
at FDA because he has dis-
dain for the agency.”

Perrone writes for the
Associated Press. AP writer
Lauran Neergaard
contributed to this report.

Pick to lead FDA has made his name decrying it 
Marty Makary’s views
align with those of 
his would-be boss,
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

MARTY MAKARY, the nominee to lead the Food and Drug Administration, has called the U.S. food supply
“poison” and says the federal government is the “greatest perpetrator of misinformation” about COVID-19.

House Oversight Committee

By Matthew Perrone

WASHINGTON — Re-
publicans in Congress are
taking aim at four cities —
often called “sanctuary cit-
ies” — over their policies lim-
iting cooperation with immi-
gration enforcement with a
hearing this week that
comes as President Trump
presses ahead with his cam-
paign of mass deportations.

Mayors Michelle Wu of
Boston, Brandon Johnson of
Chicago, Mike Johnston of
Denver and Eric Adams of
New York are to appear
Wednesday before the
House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Re-
form.

There’s no strict defini-
tion for sanctuary policies or
sanctuary cities, but the
terms generally describe
limited cooperation with
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. ICE enforces
U.S. immigration laws
nationwide but seeks state
and local help, particularly
for large-scale deportations,
in requesting that police and
sheriffs alert it to people
they want to deport and
hold them for federal offi-
cers.

But some cities and
states say cooperating with
ICE means crime victims
and witnesses who aren’t in
the U.S. legally won’t come
forward. And, to varying de-
grees, officials argue that
they want their localities to
be welcoming places for im-
migrants.

Courts have repeatedly
upheld the legality of most
sanctuary laws. But Trump
administration officials
have targeted sanctuary
policies, seeing them as a key
impediment to deporting
people in large numbers.
The administration has
sued Chicago and Illinois as

well as New York state over
various immigration laws.

The immigration policies
of the four targeted cities: 

Boston
The city’s Trust Act gen-

erally restricts how much
the police can cooperate
with ICE, although it does
allow some cooperation with
a division called Homeland
Security Investigations
when it comes to such issues
as combating human traf-
ficking or drug and weapons
trafficking.

The city also must follow
a 2017 ruling by the state’s
highest court that forbids
Massachusetts authorities
from holding a person other-
wise entitled to release from
custody based solely on a
federal request.

Those requests, called
detainers, typically ask fed-
eral, state, local and tribal
law enforcement agencies to
give at least 48 hours’ notice
before suspected immi-
grants are released from jail
— or to hold them for up to 48
hours after they would nor-
mally be released so ICE can
pick them up. Otherwise,
ICE must go out into the
community to arrest them.

Trump’s border czar,
Tom Homan, hammered
Boston’s police commis-
sioner and promised to go to
Boston and “bring hell.” 

That has not sat well in
Boston. 

Wu, a Democrat up for re-
election this year, said that it
was “clueless” and “insult-
ing” for Homan to attack the
police commissioner and
that she wants Boston be a
welcoming place for immi-
grants.

Chicago
Chicago has some of the

country’s strongest immi-
grant protections, barring
cooperation between federal
agents and city employees,
including police.

The nation’s third-larg-
est city became a sanctuary
location in the 1980s and has
amped up its policies multi-
ple times since. That in-

cludes a 2012 ordinance that
bars federal agents from ac-
cessing city resources in as-
sisting with immigration op-
erations.

City officials beefed up
protections after Trump
first took office in 2017 and
again in 2020, when it re-
quired police to document
requests for assistance from
federal agents. Illinois also
has protections allowing
anyone, regardless of immi-
gration status, to get a driv-
er’s license.

Johnson, who took office
in 2023, inherited a migrant
crisis his first year. Short on
shelter space, Chicago’s
leaders used police station
lobbies, airports, parked
buses and hotels to house
asylum seekers. 

At its height, roughly
15,000 migrants lived in doz-
ens of temporary shelters,
although the city has closed
those as the number of peo-
ple arriving decreased.

There have been a hand-
ful of City Council attempts
to weaken Chicago’s sanctu-
ary protections, but they
have been unsuccessful.

Denver
Denver became a hub for

migrants coming across the
U.S.-Mexico border, with the
city seeing arrivals of 43,000
over the last two years.

Johnston struggled to
cobble together the re-
sources to house and feed
them, gouging parts of the
city budget and pleading
with the federal government
alongside other mayors for
funding, which only partially
came.

The spotlight intensified
when a video of armed men
in an apartment building in
the Denver suburb of Aurora
went viral, prompting then-
candidate Trump to claim
that the city of some 400,000
people was overrun by a Ven-
ezuelan gang. The idea was
swiftly repudiated by local
officials, but the limelight
stayed on Colorado.

In early February, heavily
armed federal agents in
masks and armored vehicles

appeared across the metro
area. The results of the oper-
ation are unclear, and
Homan said news media
leaks hindered the raids.

The mayor has repeated
that he wants Denver to be a
welcoming place while draw-
ing the line at those who
commit violent crimes. 

New York
In New York City, an esti-

mated 231,000 immigrants
have arrived since 2022 — at
a cost that the city estimates
to be more than $7 billion for
shelters, food, security and
legal support. 

Last month, the city sued
the Trump administration
over $80.6 million in reim-
bursements for congres-
sionally approved immi-
grant aid after officials paid
the money and then clawed
it back.

As in other cities, New
York’s immigrant arrivals
have fallen dramatically
over the last year. 

Mayor Eric Adams con-
tinues to voice support for
policies that ensure all resi-
dents have access to social
services regardless of immi-
gration status. 

But Adams wants to roll
back policies prohibiting
city employees from working
with immigration enforce-
ment, saying he wants to “re-
move dangerous people
from our streets.” He’s also
called on the City Council to
make changes allowing New
York to honor ICE detainer
requests to hold people in
jails beyond their release
dates. And he’s invited ICE
agents to work out of the
Rikers Island city jail.

Adams’ critics say his de-
sire to work with the White
House is an effort to wriggle
out of federal corruption
charges.

Santana writes for the
Associated Press. AP
writers Cedar Attanasio
and Jennifer Peltz in New
York, Jesse Bedayn in
Denver, Sophia Tareen in
Chicago and Michael Casey
in Boston contributed.

Republicans target 4 ‘sanctuary’ cities 

Boston, Chicago, 
New York and Denver
mayors will face a
House committee.

By Rebecca Santana



LATIMES.COM WST WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025 A7

fornia-Great Basin Region.

Those taking the buyouts

are set to leave in March and

be paid through September

under the program, which

Musk is leading.

Unions representing fed-

eral employees have chal-

lenged the program in court.

Internal documents re-

viewed by The Times show

that the positions being

eliminated include mainte-

nance mechanics, engi-

neers, fish biology special-

ists and others.

“It’s going to significantly

impact our operations,” said

one Bureau of Reclamation

employee. 

Musk’s DOGE team

didn’t respond to a request

for comment. The staff cut-

backs were reported previ-

ously by Politico. 

The loss of jobs at the

agency worries leaders of

California water districts.

Managers of 14 water agen-

cies in the Central Valley

warned in a Feb. 25 letter to

Interior Secretary Doug

Burgum and acting Recla-

mation Commissioner

David Palumbo that making

such major reductions at the

Bureau of Reclamation

would “compromise its abil-

ity to fulfill its mission of de-

livering water and power.”

“Reclamation’s employ-

ees in this region have criti-

cal knowledge of the many

quirks of our aged infra-

structure. This knowledge is

absolutely essential to as-

suring the continued safe

and reliable delivery of water

throughout the state,” the

water agency managers said

in their letter. “A reduction in

force that eliminates Recla-

mation employees with the

specialized knowledge

needed to manage, operate,

and maintain our aging in-

frastructure could nega-

tively impact our water de-

livery system and threaten

public health and safety.”

The water agencies that

registered concerns include

agricultural suppliers such

as the Glenn-Colusa Irriga-

tion District and municipal

suppliers such as the Contra

Costa Water District. The

agencies receive water from

the federally operated Cen-

tral Valley Project, a system

of more than 20 dams and

reservoirs that extends

more than 400 miles and de-

livers water from the Sacra-

mento-San Joaquin River

Delta to farmlands and com-

munities in the San Joaquin

Valley.

Sandy Day, the Bureau of

Reclamation’s chief of public

affairs, said the agency “re-

mains focused on providing

essential water and hydro-

power to Americans across

the 17 Western states.”

“While we do not com-

ment on personnel matters,

we are committed to en-

hancing workforce manage-

ment and are collaborating

closely with the Office of Per-

sonnel Management to em-

brace new opportunities for

optimization and innova-

tion,” Day said in an email.

Large agricultural water

agencies in the Central Val-

ley have supported Presi-

dent Trump’s recent order

for the federal government

to “maximize” water deliv-

eries.

The 14 water agencies

said in their letter that they

are ready to collaborate with

the Interior Department

and the Bureau of Reclama-

tion “to develop a strategic

and thoughtful approach to

implement actions in ac-

cordance with the Presi-

dent’s policies while protect-

ing, maintaining, and effi-

ciently and effectively op-

erating the vital infra-

structure.” 

The Bureau of Reclama-

tion operates major Califor-

nia dams including the

Shasta Dam, as well as the

C.W. “Bill” Jones Pumping

Plant, which draws water

from the Delta and sends it

flowing south in the Delta-

Mendota Canal.

The Regional Water Au-

thority, made up of munici-

pal water suppliers in the

Sacramento area, has also

told the Trump administra-

tion that staff cuts to the Bu-

reau of Reclamation would

“impair the agency’s ability”

to operate and maintain wa-

ter infrastructure and bring

“risks to public safety.”

Jim Peifer, the authori-

ty’s executive director, wrote

in a Feb. 24 letter to Burgum

and Palumbo, “The flood

control element of public

safety and the disruption to

the nation’s food supply

should be considered.” He

noted that the Bureau of

Reclamation’s water deliv-

eries are critical for agricul-

ture and that, this year, the

agency’s infrastructure has

protected the Sacramento

region from dangerous

flooding.

“It is no secret that our

water supply infrastructure

is badly outdated and in

need of upgrading,” Peifer

wrote. “A reduction in force

that eliminates Reclama-

tion employees with the spe-

cialized knowledge needed

to move water through our

aging infrastructure could

cripple our water delivery

system and create a signifi-

cant safety risk.”

Peifer said that the or-

ganization is already “ex-

tremely lean on staffing”

and that further workforce

cuts would put people who

live near dams in danger.

The staff cuts at the Bu-

reau of Reclamation coinci-

de with similar mass firings

at other agencies, including

the National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administra-

tion and the National

Weather Service. The firings

have been condemned by

Democrats, scientists and

former government employ-

ees as a destructive effort

that will undermine vital

work, from delivering

weather alerts to managing

fisheries and protecting

beaches from pollution.

Gordon Lyford, a former

employee of the Bureau of

Reclamation who is now vice

president of the Water

League, a nonprofit advo-

cacy group, said the federal

water infrastructure is com-

plex and requires special-

ized knowledge to operate.

He noted that Shasta

and Friant dams, for exam-

ple, were built in the 1940s,

and they increasingly need

repairs and inspections to

ensure safety. “Having too

few employees can increase

the chance of a disaster or

failure,” Lyford said.

“The current cuts in em-

ployees make no sense.

There was no evaluation or

planning, just cutting a lot at

one time,” he said. “It just

harms the country and the

economy.”

Bureau of Reclamation hit by major job cuts

MANAGERS of 14 Central Valley water agencies warned in a letter written Feb. 25 that the reductions at 
the Bureau of Reclamation would “compromise its ability to fulfill its mission of delivering water and power.”

Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

[Water, from A1]
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That extra dab of guaca-
mole on a burrito is likely to
cost more in coming days.

President Trump’s new
tariffs, which went into effect
Tuesday as scheduled, are
expected to increase the
price of Mexican avocados,
beer and tequila — all very
popular imports among
Californians. 

The state’s business own-
ers and consumers expect
costs and tabs to surge.

“We’re bracing,” said Luis
Navarro, the owner of two
Mexican restaurants in
Long Beach named after his
late mother, Lola. “Immedi-
ately, we started trying to
figure out what our reaction
was going to be because
we’re going to be directly im-
pacted. [And] we sell a lot of
tequila.”

Alcohol and produce sell-
ers urged Navarro to place
orders before Saturday,
when Trump’s 25% tariff on
Mexican imports was ini-
tially expected to go into ef-
fect.

The tariffs were first pro-
posed in early February and
then delayed for 30 days on
Mexican and Canadian im-
ports in response to conces-
sions from the two nations
on immigration issues.
Trump ordered the tariffs to
take effect Tuesday because
of the continued influx of
drugs, notably fentanyl,
across American borders,
the president said last week. 

“We cannot allow this
scourge to continue to harm
the USA, and therefore, until
it stops, or is seriously lim-
ited, the proposed TARIFFS
scheduled to go into effect on
MARCH FOURTH will, in-
deed, go into effect, as sched-
uled,” Trump posted on
Truth Social, his social
media platform, on Thurs-
day. 

On Monday, Trump re-
iterated that the 25% tariffs
on Mexican and Canadian
goods as well as an addi-
tional 10% tariff on Chinese
goods would go into effect as
planned.

Even before the tariffs
took effect, prices started
rising.

The wholesale cost of a
crate of 48 large avocados in-
creased from $75 to $85 last
week, Navarro said.

He worried that he will
have no choice but to raise
the prices on his enchiladas
suizas, which are garnished
with a fan of avocado slices,
as well as his spicy watermel-
on margaritas and Mexican
mules.

“Modelo Especial is the

No. 1 selling beer in the
restaurants. All of the avoca-
dos we get, all our dried chi-
les and our beans, a lot of
that stuff is coming from
Mexico. It’s a tough one,”
Navarro said, adding that
these cost increases occur in
the aftermath of pandemic
shutdowns, inflation, min-
imum-wage increases and
growing insurance costs.

Restaurant chains may
be more likely to weather the
increased costs than mom-
and-pop outfits.

Chipotle Chief Executive
Scott Boatwright said the
fast-casual Mexican restau-
rant does notplan to raise its
guacamole prices, though
he cautioned that this may
change depending on how
long the tariffs remain in ef-
fect.

“We don’t think it’s fair to
the consumer to pass those
costs off to the consumer, be-
cause pricing becomes per-
manent,” he told “NBC
Nightly News” on Sunday.
“That’s our intent this year.
Let’s hold pricing constant,
because we don’t know if the
tariffs are transitory, if
they’re going to be perma-
nent, how sticky they’ll be in
the new administration.”

In 2024, Mexico exported
$505.9 billion of goods to the
United States, according to
the Office of the United

States Trade Representa-
tive. Top exports include ve-
hicles, machinery and pro-
duce, according to the U.S.
Department of Commerce.
In addition to avocados,
other top agricultural im-
ports include tomatoes,
strawberries, raspberries
and peppers, according to
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture.

Economists with the
Brooking Institution think
tank have predicted that the
tariffs will reduce the United
States’ gross domestic prod-
uct, employment, wages and
exports while increasing in-
flation, particularly if the
targeted nations responded
with retaliatory tariffs. Can-
ada and China did so Tues-
day while Mexico is expected
to announce its plans Sun-
day after Mexican President
Claudia Sheinbaum and
Trump have a phone call this
week.

Californians are the na-
tion’s top consumer of Mexi-
can avocados, importing
$602 million of the Hass vari-
etal in the 2023-24 fiscal year,
according to a report by
Texas A&M professors for
the Mexican Hass Avocado
Import Assn. 

Beyond being mashed to
create guacamole, avocados
have become an American
culinary staple because of

their creamy texture and
healthy fat and fiber content
— exemplified by the ubiqui-
ty of avocado toast on
Southland brunch menus.

Per-capita consumption
in the United States has
grown from 1.5 pounds in
1998 to more than 9 pounds
in 2023, according to a Uni-
versity of Florida report.
And although American far-
mers once grew nearly all of
the avocados consumed
here, 9 out of 10 avocados
currently consumed in this
country are imported from
Mexico, according to the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. 

“Americans consume a
lot of avocados, and virtually
all of the avocados we con-
sume come from Mexico,”
said Mark Jones, a political
science professor at Rice
University in Houston who
focuses on public policy in
Latin America. 

He said that while costs
will certainly increase, the
amount will depend on how
much exporters, importers,
wholesalers, retailers and
grocers absorb the extra
cost.

“The idea of tariffs often
sounds good in the abstract
for many Americans, the
idea of protecting United
States industries and pro-
tecting the United States

from foreign competition,”
Jones said. “Avocados pro-
vide a concrete example:
When you have tariffs, con-
sumers pay more for the
goods and services they con-
sume.”

First Step Fitness gym
owner Javier Torres, 33, said
potential price spikes will af-
fect his life for two reasons:
his work as a personal
trainer, because he urges his
clients to eat avocados for
their nutritional content,
and his Mexican roots. 

“This will affect every as-
pect of my life, in the sense of
what we eat and how we eat,
and what we’ve been eating
forever,” said Torres, a Long
Beach resident.

The tariffs, depending on
how long they remain in
place, could affect the price
of other produce later in the
year because of the growing
seasons in different locales,
such as berries. More im-
mediately, they will affect
Mexican beer and tequila;
the latter can be produced
only from blue agave plants
in the state of Jalisco and a
handful of other swaths of
Mexico.

Americans are the larg-
est consumers of tequila,
and Californians drink the
most — roughly 6.3 million 9-
liter cases in 2023, according
to Statista, which tracks

market and consumer data.
Chris Swonger, president

and CEO of the Distilled
Spirits Council, said that al-
though it supports Trump’s
efforts to secure the border,
crack down on fentanyl, in-
crease American manufac-
turing and reduce trade defi-
cits, the tariffs will have a
disproportionate effect on
his industry because of its
unique nature.

“You can’t make tequila
in the United States,” he
said.

The council has been
working with its counter-
parts in Mexico and Canada
to try to stop a trade war
over liquor exports,
Swonger said. He added
that tariffs on tequila and
Canadian whisky probably
would result in reciprocal
tariffs that harm American
craft distillers, whose num-
bers have increased expo-
nentially in recent decades,
including in California.

“If we get caught in a tit-
for-tat trade dispute with
tariffs, it will have a signifi-
cant impact,” Swonger said.
“It will impact American
consumers — it will have an
impact on prices.”

Brad Sims, 52, an engi-
neering consultant, said he’s
most concerned about how
the tariffs affect the price of
tequila. The Republican
said he voted for Trump in
2016 and 2024 because of his
economic views despite dis-
liking the president.

“I don’t need him to be my
moral compass. I don’t need
him to be my pastor. I’m
more concerned about
things that affect me per-
sonally, selfishly — taxes, in-
flation,” Sims said. “And if he
can help control those, I’ll be
happy. But it remains to be
seen at this point.”

Sims made the comment
while he was lunching with
Matt Troyka, a Democrat
who voted for Kamala Har-
ris in 2024.

Despite their differing
political views, the Long
Beach residents said they
viewed the tariffs as a strate-
gic effort by Trump to force
concessions from the na-
tion’s largest trading part-
ners.

“I think there’s a lot of po-
sitioning, a lot of posturing,”
said Troyka, a 52-year-old
marketer for food compa-
nies. “He probably knows
that it’s not a good idea long
term.”

Although Troyka said he
would be irked if he sees an
extra charge for guacamole,
it comes at a time when
many costs have increased.

“Everything’s going up,”
he said.

Trump’s tariffs are likely to end up on your plate
25% duty will be added to Mexican avocados, beer and tequila — all popular in California

By Seema Mehta

A WORKER prepares guacamole at Lola’s restaurant in Long Beach. Lola’s owner, Luis Navarro, says he may
have no choice but to raise menu prices because of the new tariffs on Mexican products including avocados.

Eric Thayer For The Times

The audience for Sun-
day’s Oscars telecast saw a
slight uptick from last year
despite the lack of block-
buster box-office hits among
the front-runners.

Updated Nielsen data is-
sued Tuesday showed the
ceremony at the Dolby The-
atre averaged 19.7 million
viewers for ABC and sister
streaming service Hulu, an
increase of 200,000 from the
2024 figure.

Walt Disney Co.-owned
ABC released data late Mon-
day showing the telecast was
down around 8% to 18 million
viewers. But Nielsen then
tallied viewing from mobile
streaming devices, which
added 1.6 million people,
erasing the decline.

The added viewing from

digital devices may have
been the result of the deci-
sion to make the Oscars tele-
cast available to stream on
Hulu, which is also owned by
Disney. In the past, the Os-
cars was streamed only on
ABC.com, which required a
pay-TV subscription.

ABC did not break out
the numbers for Hulu view-
ing. But based on the audi-
ence growth among the 18-
to-49 age group — up 19%
from last year — Hulu clearly
helped lift the total as
younger consumers are
more likely to stream video
programming.

The revised figures as-
suaged fears that fewer view-
ers would show up for a
broadcast that largely cele-
brated indie film hits such as
“Anora,” which won best pic-
ture and four other awards.

Last year, the average au-

dience for the Oscars was
19.5 million viewers, when
two blockbusters that ac-
counted for nearly $2.3 bil-

lion in combined box-office
receipts — “Oppenheimer”
and “Barbie” — were fea-
tured throughout the night.

“Anora” director Sean
Baker’s $6-million film
about a sex worker’s ill-fated
romance with the son of a
Russian oligarch has taken
in $16 million in domestic
ticket sales. The 10 best pic-
ture nominees collectively
took in $1.6 billion in global
receipts, led by Universal
Pictures’ “Wicked” and
Warner Bros.’ “Dune: Part
Two.”

Conan O’Brien, a former
staple of late-night network
TV who is now a podcast
mogul, was the first-time
host of the ceremony. 

The audience for the Os-
cars hit an all-time low of 10.5
million in 2021, when live
awards shows were ham-
pered by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The telecast — which at-
tracted nearly 30 million
viewers as recently as 2019 —

has seen its audience shrink
as younger viewers eschew
live three-hour-plus tele-
casts for clips on social me-
dia. It still attracts enough
viewers to be one of the high-
est-rated nonsports pro-
grams of the year.

The 2022 show bounced
back from the low ratings
when Will Smith walked on
the stage and struck pre-
senter Chris Rock. That was
the year the Sundance hit
“CODA” won best picture.

The Hulu stream experi-
enced technical problems
for some viewers, cutting out
before “Anora” star Mikey
Madison collected her lead
actress trophy and her film
was named best picture. The
stream stopped at 10:30 p.m.
Eastern time, the scheduled
end for the telecast, which
continued for an additional
20 minutes. 

The Oscars are notorious
for running well over the 3½-
hour period ABC allots for
the telecast. The program
began at 7 p.m. Eastern this
year for the second time to
stem the loss of viewers that
typically occurs after 11 p.m.

Disney apologized for the
service interruption and is
offering the full telecast for
on-demand viewing.

The show opened with
Cynthia Erivo and Ariana
Grande performing “Defy-
ing Gravity” from “Wicked,”
the biggest commercial hit
in contention. There also
was a tribute to the first
responders involved in the
Los Angeles-area fire rescue
efforts, with two LAFD offi-
cials making showbiz gags
onstage.

Oscars 2025 surprise: Viewership increases slightly to 19.7 million

MIKEY MADISON collects her lead actress trophy
Sunday for “Anora.” The film won for best picture. 

Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times

By Stephen Battaglio

Eugene Daniels, a White
House correspondent for
Politico, is joining MSNBC
full time as a host.

The Comcast Corp.-
owned news channel an-
nounced Monday that Dan-
iels, 36, will join the morning
edition of “The Weekend,” a
three-hour program airing
Saturdays and Sundays. He
will be joined by Washington
Post journalist Jonathan

Capehart and another co-
host to be named soon.

The current hosts of “The
Weekend” — Michael Steele,
Alicia Menendez and
Symone Sanders-Townsend
— are moving to the 7 p.m.
Eastern weekday time pe-
riod vacated by Joy Reid.
The new program will begin
in late April.

Daniels also will be senior
Washington correspondent
for MSNBC, which is build-
ing its own news operation
after being part of NBC

News since its launch in 1996.
He is the first outside hire

under MSNBC President
Rebecca Kutler, who is lead-
ing the news network as it
becomes part of a new com-
pany spun off from Comcast.

Daniels has been an
MSNBC contributor since
2021, appearing on “Morning
Joe.” He will leave Politico to
take on his new role.

Daniels joined Politico in
2018 and was co-author of its
popular morning newsletter
“Politico Playbook.” He cur-

rently serves as president of
the White House Corre-
spondents Assn., a post he
was elected to last year.

A Texas native, Daniels is
a graduate of Colorado
State University, where he
was a defensive end on the
football team.

While Reid was consid-
ered the most left-leaning of
MSNBC’s hosts, her depar-
ture does not portend a
change in direction at the
network, which has a tribal
following among political

progressives.
Capehart is joining “The

Weekend” after having his
own evening MSNBC pro-
gram on Saturday and Sun-
day since 2020. His program
will end, along with those
hosted by Katie Phang and
Ayman Mohyeldin, when the
network’s new schedule
takes effect.

Mohyeldin will be part of
a new evening edition of
“The Weekend.” Phang will
remain with MSNBC as a le-
gal analyst.

Politico veteran Eugene Daniels joining MSNBC as a host

By Stephen Battaglio
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“It didn’t reach that level
to me, that something ter-
rible could happen, and
maybe you shouldn’t have
gone on the trip,” she said.

Bass fired Crowley on
Feb. 21, criticizing the chief ’s
handling of the Palisades
fire, which destroyed thou-
sands of homes and killed 12
people. 

Correspondence ob-
tained by The Times
through a public records re-
quest showed that the
Emergency Management
Department was advising
mayoral staffers of the
weather outlook, in the Jan.
3 email and messages over
the following days, as the
forecasts grew increasingly
dire.

More than a dozen Bass
aides received the Jan. 3
email, which included multi-
ple attachments from the
National Weather Service.
An EMD official also wrote
that a “tentative calendar
invite” to the Monday meet-
ing would follow.

Deputy Mayor Zach
Seidl, who received the
email and oversees commu-
nications for Bass, down-
played its importance, say-
ing it did not suggest immi-
nent catastrophe. At that
point, he said, the email was
referring to a meeting that
was tentative. “That is not a
warning of disaster,” he said.
“That sends the opposite
message.”

EMD spokesperson Jo-
seph Riser told The Times
that “tentative” referred to
the exact date and time of
the Monday meeting, not
whether it would take place.

The Jan. 3 email was sent
at 2:30 p.m. by Jillian de Vela,
a duty officer with the EMD,
to an internal group called
“EMD Adverse Weather,”
which includes more than
100 officials, including fire-
fighters, police officers, and
Department of Water and
Power and L.A. Unified
School District employees,
according to a list provided
by EMD officials.

Christopher Anyakwo,
who is Bass’ executive offi-
cer for emergency opera-
tions, and more than a doz-

en other Bass aides are on
the EMD Adverse Weather
email list. The mayor and
her chief of staff are not on
the list, which was provided
by the EMD.

The Jan. 3 email included
a 10-page attachment with a
National Weather Service
forecast, which featured a
graphic showing a large red
flame icon and the header
“Critical fire conditions.”
The graphic said wind gusts
could reach 80 mph starting
Jan. 7, which, combined with
low humidity and very dry
vegetation, created a major
fire risk for L.A. and Ventura
counties. 

On Jan. 3, De Vela also di-
rectly emailed two Bass
aides — Anyakwo and
Jacquelyne Sandoval, the
mayor’s policy director for
emergency management —
sending them Zoom links to
the Monday meeting, which
was formally known as an
adverse weather coordina-
tion call.

Seidl, in an email to The
Times, said no one from
Bass’ staff told her about the
information in the Jan. 3
email. He declined to say
whether any aides advised
Bass of the worsening
weather conditions while
she was in Ghana.

Seidl also did not re-
spond to a question about
whether the information in
the Jan. 3 email raised con-
cerns in the mayor’s office or
was serious enough to war-
rant canceling the Ghana
trip. Instead, he repeated
the mayor’s assertion that
Crowley should have con-
tacted her about the
weather.

“Before other major
weather emergencies, the
Mayor — or at minimum, the
Mayor’s Chief of Staff — has
received a direct call from
the Fire Chief, flagging the
severity of the situation.
This time, that call never
came,” he said.

Crowley has repeatedly

declined to weigh in on the
mayor’s allegations in recent
days, saying she is “ex-
tremely proud of the work”
performed by city firefight-
ers. Los Angeles Fire De-
partment officials have said
they followed protocol be-
fore and during the fire.

City Councilmember
Monica Rodriguez, a Crow-
ley supporter, said the Jan. 3
emails — the group email
and the ones to the two Bass
aides — show that EMD offi-
cials were advising Bass’
team of the potential for
dangerous fire weather be-
fore she left the country.

“She keeps saying, ‘I
wouldn’t have left had I
known.’ But her staff did
know,” Rodriguez said.
“This verifies that her staff
was notified of the potential
threat by EMD, whose re-
sponsibility it is to let us
know of these potential
weather events.”

The EMD, one of the
city’s smaller departments,

monitors and distributes
weather warnings to an ar-
ray of agencies and elected
officials. In 2024, the EMD
organized 20 adverse
weather coordination calls,
according to the agency.

The mayor is responsible
for supervising the EMD, ac-
cording to the 2024 edition of
the city’s Elected Official
Emergency Response
Handbook. The depart-
ment’s duty officer, a posi-
tion that rotates among
staffers, is charged with noti-
fying “relevant stake-
holders” — including the
mayor’s team — about
preparations that have been
made before threatening
weather conditions, accord-
ing to the agency’s 123-page
adverse weather guidebook.

The duty officer collects
information about weather
forecasts, such as heat
waves, atmospheric rivers
and high winds, and may
recommend initiating an ad-
verse weather coordination
conference call, according to
EMD guidelines.

In the final days of De-
cember, the National
Weather Service began con-
ducting 1 p.m. briefings on
the fire risk, inviting fire de-
partments and emergency
preparedness agencies from
L.A. and Ventura counties.

The first “fire call” took
place Dec. 30, followed by an-
other on Jan. 2, said Susan
Buchanan, a spokesperson
for the National Weather
Service. After that, the after-
noon conference calls oc-
curred daily, followed by a
daily webinar for the media
and others, she said.

On Jan. 2, two days before
Bass’ flight to Ghana, the
weather service warned dur-
ing its fire call of the poten-
tial for a “DAMAGING OFF-
SHORE WIND EVENT” in
L.A. and Ventura counties
and the “long duration of
Red Flag conditions,” ac-
cording to a chronology pro-
vided by the weather agency.

The forecast included a
50% chance of a strong wind
event starting Jan. 7, with
peak gusts of up to 80 mph.

On Jan. 3, the chance of a
strong, sustained wind
event starting Jan. 7 had in-

creased to 60%, with gusts
potentially exceeding 80
mph.

On Sunday, Jan. 5, the
day after Bass left for
Ghana, forecasters replaced
the red flame icon with a
purple one, upping the fire
risk to the highest level, “ex-
treme.”

That day, De Vela
emailed the EMD Adverse
Weather group, advising of
the extreme fire conditions
forecast. 

On Jan. 6 at 11 a.m., the
National Weather Service
ratcheted up its warning
again, saying on X: “HEADS
UP!!! A LIFE-THREAT-
ENING, DESTRUCTIVE,
Widespread Windstorm is
expected Tue afternoon-
Weds morning across much
of Ventura/LA Co.”

Three hours later, the
meeting De Vela referenced
in her Jan. 3 emails took
place.

According to Seidl, two
people from the mayor’s of-
fice participated in the
Zoom: Sandoval and press
secretary Gabby Maarse.

In a seven-page summa-
ry of the Jan. 6 meeting,
emergency management of-
ficials compared the coming
winds to the fierce wind-
storm that battered the re-
gion in December 2011.

“This windstorm event
has the potential to produce
life-threatening and de-
structive wind gusts of 80 to
100 mph,” said the summary,
which was obtained through
The Times’ public records
request.

That document listed
storm preparations planned
by various city agencies, in-
cluding the Department of
Water and Power and the
Department of Recreation
and Parks. The Fire Depart-
ment was slated to “pre-de-
ploy field resources” ahead
of the extreme Santa Ana
winds.

Bass returned from
Ghana shortly before noon
on Jan. 8, more than 24 hours
after the Palisades fire
erupted. She told reporters
she took the “fastest route
back,” staying in contact
with public safety officials as
she traveled.

Bass aides were warned of high winds before fire
[Warnings, from A1]

LOS ANGELES Mayor Karen Bass listens to Altadena resident Jean Ingram talk
about the loss of her home during an event to help fire victims in Bell last month.

Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

California lawmakers will
consider a bill intended to
expand protections for mi-
grant workers who come to
California through tempo-
rary work visa programs for
jobs in agriculture, nursing,
domestic care and other in-
dustries.

The legislation, Assem-
bly Bill 1362, would require
that all contracted foreign
labor recruiters register
with the state and follow
rules aimed at preventing
them from exploiting mi-
grant workers. It would pro-
hibit them, for example,
from charging workers re-
cruitment fees and create le-
gal remedies for labor viola-
tions.

The bill, also called the
“Human Trafficking Preven-
tion and Protection Act for
Temporary Immigrant
Workers,” was recently in-
troduced by Assemblymem-
ber Ash Kalra (D-San José). 

“For too long, the vast
majority of temporary for-
eign workers have remained
unprotected and subject to
the documented abuses of
unscrupulous foreign labor
recruiters. Businesses also
risk falling prey to exploit-
ative [recruiters] who use
predatory recruitment proc-
esses,” Kalra said Monday in
a statement about the bill.

Anti-human trafficking
advocates say that due to a
lack of federal oversight,
temporary visa programs
are frequently exploited,
with workers subject to hu-
man trafficking because of
false promises and illegal
schemes by third-party la-
bor recruiters.

To remedy these issues,
California passed legislation
in 2014, Senate Bill 477, re-
quiring foreign labor recruit-
ers to register with the state
and abide by certain worker
protections. 

It also mandates that
workers receive fair and
clear contractual terms, as

well as that recruiters pay
bonds to cover funds for any
potential violations, and
prohibits retaliation against
workers exercising their la-
bor rights.

However, only a sliver of
foreign labor recruiters who
bring in those migrant work-
ers are subject to these rules,
said Stephanie Richard, di-
rector at the Sunita Jain
Anti-Trafficking Initiative,
an organization at Loyola
Law School that is backing
the newly introduced legis-
lation.

During the regulatory
process to hash out how SB
477 would be enforced, the
law was narrowly inter-
preted to apply only to H-2B
visas, she said. 

Out of the roughly
350,000 migrant workers
who come to California em-
ployed through temporary
work visa programs, only
about 5,000 are brought
through H-2B visas, accord-
ing to Kalra’s office.

AB 1362 would extend ex-
isting protections to foreign
labor contractors recruiting
for all other temporary work
visa programs, with two ex-
ceptions: recruiters for J-1
exchange visitor visas —
typically used by research-
ers and students — and tal-
ent agency recruiters.

Richard said she believes
it’s crucial that lawmakers
pass these protections, giv-
en the looming threat of im-
migration enforcement ac-
tions by the Trump adminis-
tration. 

“We know that business

will demand more tempo-
rary workers if some of our
workforce is deported, and
that there will be less over-
sight from the federal gov-
ernment that will lead to
more exploitation,” she said.

Previous efforts to
amend language to expand
protections to other workers
on temporary work visas
have been opposed by the
Western Growers Assn. The
business group, which rep-
resents farmers growing
produce in California, Arizo-
na, Colorado and New Mexi-
co, generally opposes
changes that it has said
could slow down the process
or increase the cost of bring-
ing migrant agricultural
workers to California
through the H-2A visa pro-
gram.

The president of the
Western Growers Assn.,
Dave Puglia, has said in re-
cent weeks that crucial as-
pects of America’s food pro-
duction are increasingly
strained by a lack of workers. 

In a recent opinion piece
for a trade publication, he
wrote that the foreign visa
program that helps bring
workers here should be ex-
panded to better fill the
needs of farmers, and that
any obstacles — whether
they be threats of workplace
immigration enforcement
raids or bureaucratic bottle-
necks — should be removed
as much as possible.

The Western Growers
Assn. did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment about the new bill.

California bill seeks to expand
protections for migrant workers 

GERARDO RIVERA of Mexicali, Mexico, works
with other visa holders on a California farm in 2017.

Gary Coronado Los Angeles Times

Measure requires
contracted foreign
labor recruiters to
register, follow rules
against exploitation.

By Suhauna Hussain

NEW YORK — Stocks
racked up more losses on
Wall Street on Tuesday as a
trade war between the U.S.
and its key trading partners
escalated, wiping out all the
gains since election day for
the S&P 500. 

The Trump administra-
tion imposed tariffs on im-
ports from Canada and
Mexico starting Tuesday
and doubled tariffs against
imports from China. All
three countries announced
retaliatory actions, sparking
worries about a slowdown in
the global economy. 

The S&P 500 fell 1.2%,
with more than 80% of the
stocks in the benchmark in-
dex closing lower. The Dow
Jones industrial average slid
1.6%. 

The Nasdaq composite
slipped 0.4%. The tech-heavy
index briefly saw a 10% de-
cline from its most recent
closing high, which is what
the market considers a cor-
rection, but gains for Nvidia,

Microsoft and other tech
heavyweights helped pare
those losses.

Financial stocks were
among the heaviest weights
on the S&P 500 index. JP-
Morgan Chase fell 4% and
Bank of America lost 6.3%.

Markets in Europe fell
sharply, with Germany’s
DAX falling 3.5% as au-
tomakers suffered sharp
losses. Stocks in Asia saw
more modest declines.

“The markets are having
a tough time even setting ex-
pectations for what this
trade war could look like,”
said Ross Mayfield, invest-
ment strategy analyst at
Baird. “This is clearly a level
step higher than anything
we saw during [President
Trump’s] first term.”

The recent decline in U.S.
stocks has wiped out all of
the market’s gains since
Trump’s election in Novem-
ber. 

That rally had been built
largely on hopes for policies
that would strengthen the
U.S. economy and busi-
nesses. Worries about tariffs

raising consumer prices and
reigniting inflation have
been weighing on both the
economy and Wall Street.

The tariffs are prompting
warnings from retailers, in-
cluding Target and Best
Buy, as they report their lat-
est financial results. 

Target fell 3% despite
beating Wall Street’s earn-
ings forecasts, saying there
will be “meaningful pres-
sure” on its profits to start
the year because of tariffs
and other costs.

Best Buy plunged 13.3%
for the biggest drop among
S&P 500 stocks after giving
investors a weaker-than-ex-
pected earnings forecast
and warning about tariff im-
pacts.

Imports from Canada
and Mexico are now to be
taxed at 25%, with Canadian
energy products subject to
10% import duties. The 10%
tariff that Trump placed on
Chinese imports in Febru-
ary was doubled to 20%.

China, Canada and Mexi-
co responded with retaliato-
ry tariffs and other actions. 

MARKET ROUNDUP

Stocks’ post-election gains erased
associated press
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It’s about time the De-

partment of Justice looks

into antisemitism at UCLA.

The so-called protesters

were detaining Jewish stu-

dents from going to classes

and destroying campus

property. 

In fact, it should be taken

a step further — suspend

and revoke student visas

(when applicable) of any

student caught involved in

the chaos.

Neil Snow

Manhattan Beach

::

“Antisemitism task force

to visit UCLA, USC” is a

very misleading headline. A

more accurate one would be

listing this federal group as

a pro-Zionist task force.

There were plenty of

Jewish students and mem-

bers of Jewish Voice for

Peace demonstrating at

those campuses for an end

to Israel’s genocide in Gaza

and the West Bank.

John Zavesky

Riverside

Defend DEI
on campus
Re “USC scrubs DEI from

some webpages as Trump

cracks down on campus

diversity programs,” Feb. 28

I am not a USC alumna,

but I am moved to write

because the university’s

craven actions regarding

diversity, equity and inclu-

sion have stained the repu-

tation of all Los Angeles

residents. The city’s diver-

sity and commitment to

social justice is its super-

power. As a university that

is linked in the minds of

many to this city, USC has

higher standards to main-

tain. Speaking of standards,

the Annenberg School for

Communication and Jour-

nalism’s actions stand out

as particularly egregious

because they undermine its

mission. The school is not

upholding standards of

journalistic excellence when

it obfuscates language and a

top administrator and

faculty member refuse to

speak to the press.

USC has bowed to au-

thoritarian pressure by

“obeying in advance.” It can

and must do better for the

sake of our city and all of the

good it represents.

Janine Perron

Los Angeles

::

I was angered but not

surprised when I read about

USC capitulating to Presi-

dent Trump’s anti-DEI

tyranny. But without even a

direct threat, USC adminis-

trators fear an artificial

intelligence scrubber might

notice their DEI-speak and

drain the college of some

unknown amount of federal

funding. Please. Is this the

journalistic and scholastic

leadership students should

expect in 2025? If USC wants

to continue to be one of the

most respected journalism

schools in the nation, it

should put down this cow-

ardice, stand up to Trump

and “Fight On.”

Carrie Poppy

Los Angeles

::

Unless Trump requires a

mind wipe, USC staff and

administrators can still

follow DEI guidelines; they

just don’t have to advertise

it. 

Pat Conwell

La Mesa

Defiance is our
only option
Re “Are we free thinkers or a

compliant nation?,” Opin-

ion, Feb. 28

Sunita Sah’s article

concerning the compliance

of most Americans should

be required reading in every

school, from the sixth grade

through the 12th. 

It is of course in our na-

ture to be nice and not make

waves, as it is characteristic

of most human beings every-

where. We dislike aggres-

siveness and, mostly, defi-

ance. I recall berating a sales

clerk for being racially disre-

spectful to a customer and

being subjected to glares

from others in the store

because I dared to speak up.

Having lived, albeit as a

child, under the yoke of the

Nazi regime that had invad-

ed the Netherlands in World

War II, I still ponder this

question: How did people

allow this monstrous totali-

tarianism to exist?

Among the answers,

according to Sah, is that we

are largely compliant when

faced with choices that may

compromise our acceptance

in our community. I will add

that, through this passivity,

a nation could conceivably

become complicit in evil, as

happened in Germany.

This is the danger that

increasingly confronts us

today. When we are compli-

ant — for example by follow-

ing edicts on banning diver-

sity, equity and inclusion

initiatives — we set the

stage for an authoritarian

government that will inevi-

tably affect us all.

Anneke Mendiola

Santa Ana

State needs to
pull back funds
Re “How California schools,

colleges are responding to

Trump’s DEI crackdown,”

Feb. 25

It is time for California’s

elected leaders to have a

serious discussion about

how Californians can with-

hold our federal tax dollars.

Enough is enough. When

Democrats were in office,

they didn’t cut off money to

Florida and other red states

that banned certain books

in schools or banned abor-

tion. How dare the Trump

administration threaten to

cut funds to our public

schools because we recog-

nize that curriculum and

policies that recognize and

teach about the diverse

communities in our state

are important?

When we went to college

in the late 1970s and ‘80s,

there were hard-fought

struggles to create women’s

studies, African American

studies and other programs

recognizing that the history

of the world is not just about

white men.

Individual California

taxpayers send more than

$230 billion to the federal

government, about 15% of

the national total. We pay

for the services provided to

less wealthy red states that

would be happy to have us

punished for our values.

Enough is enough.

Leslie Simon

and Marc Bender

Woodland Hills

Trump and
consequences
Re: “Trump is cheering Elon

Musk now, but if anything

goes wrong it will be the

president’s problem,”

March 3

The article supposes

that public disapproval and

distress at the disruption

caused by Elon Musk’s

actions will eventually result

in negative consequences

for President Trump in the

midterm elections.

The key to that assump-

tion is that Trump cares

about the public. In my

opinion, all of his actions to

shape each segment of the

government to be as subser-

vient as the Republican

Senate and Congress will

lead to an inevitable at-

tempt to establish himself

as president-king for life.

Phillip DeLao

Long Beach

::

Doyle McManus — pre-

sumably a beneficiary of the

1st Amendment — of course

defends a liberal European

political community intent

on rigid elimination of any

speech opposing their views

(“Column: Trump says he

wants to end Russia’s war

on Ukraine. But he’s acting

like Putin’s wingman,” Feb.

24). He also apparently

supports an enormously

expensive war that has no

discernible ending and

cares less about thousands

of Ukrainians and, in fact,

Russians, dying on a daily

basis. Finally, it is the very

politicians that McManus

has long endorsed who put

the United States in the

position we face.

Kip Dellinger

Santa Monica

::

While many Americans

are shocked by President

Trump’s assertion that

Ukraine started the war

with Russia, maybe the

leader of the free world is on

to something. Perhaps we

should send inspectors to

Ukraine. Not to look for

yellow cake uranium — you

can only do that once — but

instead to search for a mas-

sive magnetic device that

somehow pulled all those

Russian tanks and artillery

into Ukraine.

Joe Kevany

Mount Washington

DEMONSTRATORS march at UCLA last June. Since the Gaza war began, many
campuses have struggled to draw a line between valid critiques and hate speech.

Damian Dovarganes Associated Press

Antisemitism or anti-Zionism? 
Re “Antisemitism task force to visit UCLA, USC, others,” March 3

C
an a distinction be drawn between antisemitism and negative feelings and opinions

about the actions taken by the state of Israel? It seems the protesters at UCLA were

objecting to what they considered immoral actions taken by the Benjamin Netanya-

hu regime against Palestinians in Gaza rather than actions based solely on the religious

status of people who support that state action.

Before 1948, such protests would have been characterized as anti-Zionism instead of

antisemitism. I suggest the same distinction exists today; the former is a form of protected

political speech while the latter is simply unlawful discrimination.

Noel Johnson

Glendale
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I
don’t say this often, but let’s give
Donald Trump the benefit of the
doubt.

During Trump’s instantly infamous
Oval Office meeting with Volodymyr

Zelensky last week, the Ukrainian president
was determined to make one point above all:
that Russian President Vladimir Putin is
not to be trusted. Again and again, Zelensky
noted that Putin has a long record of break-
ing promises. “Twenty-five times he broken
his own signature,” Zelensky explained in
clunky English. “Twenty-five times he bro-
ken cease-fire.”

Zelensky kept returning to this point
because he knows Putin’s paper promises
are worthless. Putin has made it very clear
that he wants to reclaim as much of the old
Soviet empire as he can get away with,
which is why he invaded Georgia in 2008,
turned Belarus into a vassal state, refused
to remove troops from Moldova, annexed
Crimea in 2014 and launched a full-blown
invasion of Ukraine in 2022. As Putin once
put it, “Russia’s borders do not end any-
where.”

Trump’s response to Zelensky? Putin
didn’t break any promises while Trump was
president.

This is the key to Trump’s entire under-
standing of the war. If he were president, he
always says, the war never would have hap-
pened.

So let’s give Trump the benefit of the
doubt and assume Putin would never vio-
late an agreement brokered by Trump while
Trump is in office.

So what? National security operates on a
longer timeline than a single presidency.

One reason Germany was incorporated
into NATO and the European Union was to
ensure that it would never again threaten
the continent or the world. Another was to
ensure that the Soviet empire would not
expand farther into Europe, beyond the
Eastern European states it occupied at the
end of World War II. And the time frame of
this alliance wasn’t just as long as Harry

Truman or German Chancellor Konrad
Adenauer remained in office. The time
frame was as long as necessary.

Similarly, our European allies are scram-
bling to adapt to an international order in
which America can no longer be relied on
not because they fear an imminent invasion
of Poland or the Baltic states. What they’re
concerned about is the long run.

Indeed, Putin might love a deal allowing
him to keep much of what he’s stolen — and
the Trump administration has already said
it’s fine with that — and prepare for another

stab at taking all of Ukraine and maybe
more a few years down the road.

Trump doesn’t care about down the
road. He wants to be able to claim he
achieved peace in the short term. If Putin
invades Ukraine again on Jan. 20, 2029,
that’s not his problem. 

In fact, he might even like it: He could
point to it as more evidence that Putin
would never invade the country while
Trump was president.

This is how Trump thinks about politics,
international and domestic alike. He cares

less about serious, lasting policy than what
he can take credit for immediately.

One popular theory for Trump’s dislike
of Zelensky is that the Ukrainian leader
failed to help him tarnish Joe Biden’s politi-
cal prospects in 2019, which became the
subject of Trump’s first impeachment.
Trump just wanted the Ukrainians to say
Biden was under investigation for corrup-
tion and let him handle the rest. As an in-
ducement, he threatened to withhold mili-
tary aid to Ukraine even though it had been
appropriated by Congress.

Trump’s second impeachment revolved
partly around a similar plea to Justice De-
partment officials: “Just say the election
was corrupt and leave the rest to me and the
Republican congressmen.” In both cases,
the talking point was more important to
Trump than the truth.

This is the context of his maneuvering to
“end” the war in Ukraine. He wants to be
able to say he delivered peace; he couldn’t
care less whether it’s a durable peace. He
just wants the talking point.

His foreign policy team understands
this, which is why administration officials
scoff at the idea of providing Ukraine with
actual security guarantees. “Everybody is
saying security guarantees to secure the
peace,” Secretary of State Marco Rubio said
Sunday on ABC News’ “This Week.” “You
first have to have a peace.”

Rubio once understood how deterrence
works. As he put it in 2015, “Vulnerable na-
tions still depend on us to deter aggression
from their larger neighbors. Oppressed
peoples still turn their eyes toward our
shores, wondering if we hear their cries,
wondering if we notice their afflictions.”

He endorses a backward notion of deter-
rence now because he wants to help Trump
secure a talking point, not a lasting peace.

Zelensky isn’t an obstacle to peace; he’s
an obstacle to a talking point. And Trump
and company hate him for it.

@JonahDispatch

I Voices JONAH GOLDBERG COLUMNIST

What’s driving Trump’s approach to Ukraine
The president wants credit for ending the war as a

talking point regardless of the peace’s durability

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT Volodymyr Zelensky in London on Sunday. He may
have provoked Trump by obstructing the short-term political victory he wants.

Sean Kilpatrick Associated Press
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Measles is in the air! That is to say that this highly

infectious airborne virus has been spotted in a hand-

ful of states, at Los Angeles International Airport

and, in particular, west Texas and neighboring New

Mexico. Before the vaccine was introduced in 1963,

measles cases led to approximately 48,000 hospitali-

zations and 400-500 deaths per year. But thanks to the

vaccine, measles went the way of the pillbox hat and

was declared eliminated in the year 2000. Twenty-five

years later, more than 100 people have been infected in

the U.S. and one child has died. Fashion fail.

The 1920s were roaring — with diphtheria bacteria.

Infecting the offspring of the rich and poor alike,

diphtheria was commonly known as the children’s

disease. But the development of a vaccine sent this

terrible illness out the window faster than speakeasy

patrons on the run from the cops. The last known

case of diphtheria in the United States was in 1997, but

like the flapper dress, it could be back in style again

one day soon. That’s not the cat’s pajamas.

The glamorous looks of the early 1900s are

rarely seen today, and neither is pertussis, thanks

to whooping cough vaccines. First developed in

1914, pertussis vaccines went through years of

refinement before eventually reducing the number

of cases by 97% between 1922 and 2022. If pertussis

returns, dig into Grandma’s closet and snag a lacy

vintage handkerchief for coughing up blood.

This long and lean bacterium is a tall drink of

water, but you won’t be drinking anything if you catch

tetanus, better known as lockjaw. Dapper outfits and

lockjaw were both a lot more common in the early

20th century, but the advent of the tetanus vaccine

caused cases to decline by 95% and deaths to decline

by more than 99%. If you step on a rusty nail, be sure

to foxtrot your snazzy oxfords to the doctor for a

booster shot.

Peace, love and freedom from the rubella virus —

a.k.a. the German measles — finally arrived in 1969

when a rubella vaccine first came onto the scene. Just

a few years earlier, a major rubella outbreak infected

12.5 million people (about twice the population of

Arizona): 11,000 women lost their pregnancies, 2,100

newborns died and 20,000 babies were born with

possible birth defects due to congenital rubella syn-

drome. Combined since 1971 with measles and mumps

shots, the groovy vaccine means rubella is no longer

endemic in the United States. Far out.

Poodle skirts, cat’s eye glasses, and iron lungs

were all the rage the last time this roly-poly virus

rocked around the clock. The advent of the polio

vaccine decreased cases from a high in 1952 of

about 20,000 cases of paralytic poliomyelitis, with

3,145 deaths, to 0 cases of wild polio since 1979. Why

don’t we keep polio in the past and bring back the

Hula-Hoop craze instead?

Text by Kathryn Baecht, who teaches English as a second language in Austin, Texas. Illustrations by Erin McReynolds, who is a writer and cartoonist in Austin.

Vaccines are out, measles is in
They say everything old is new again.

Here are a few outdated bacteria and viruses looking to trend again as vaccination rates fall.
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A
s the Eaton and Palisades fires

raged in Los Angeles, more than

a few Democrats and at least one

Times columnist claimed Presi-

dent Trump would punish Cali-

fornia rather than help it recover from the

devastation. If the record-breaking cleanup

of properties — led by the administration’s

Environmental Protection Agency — is any

indication, those fears were drastically

overblown.

On Jan. 24, Trump signed Executive Or-

der 14181 calling for the EPA to “expedite the

bulk removal of contaminated and general

debris” from the zones affected by the devas-

tating Los Angeles wildfires, in order to ac-

celerate efforts to help the survivors recover

and rebuild their lives.

At the time, the EPA interpreted the or-

der to mean that the initial cleanup of haz-

ardous material had to be completed by Feb.

25. CBS News, reporting on the president’s

ambitious one-month deadline, quoted

anonymous government officials as highly

skeptical that cleanup could be done that

fast. In fact, most estimates were that debris

removal would take at least three months

and more than a year for some properties.

“An EPA official on the ground described

the expedited cleanup deadline to CBS News

as ‘bananas,’ while another former EPA offi-

cial said it may be nearly impossible to meet

this deadline,” the CBS News report said. 

White House national security advisor

Mike Waltz oversees interagency coordina-

tion related to disaster response efforts.

“Just three days after his inauguration,”

Waltz told me, “President Trump was on the

ground in Los Angeles, saw first-hand the

devastation from the wildfires and vowed a

historic sense of urgency from federal agen-

cies. Thanks to the president’s decisive ac-

tion, the Trump administration led a clean-

up of hazardous materials at a pace never

seen before.”

It was and still is a Herculean cleanup ef-

fort: For the Phase 1 cleanup, crews cleared

properties by hand, searching for such sub-

stances as bleach, paint, weed killer and pes-

ticides, as well as batteries, propane tanks

and asbestos. More than 9,000 properties

were searched and cleared (4,852 homes in

Altadena; 4,349 in the Palisades) and more

than 1,000 lithium-ion batteries were dis-

posed of in just 28 days.

EPA administrator Lee Zeldin, who was

confirmed by the U.S. Senate on Jan. 29, five

days after Trump signed the Los Angeles

cleanup order, told me he is “immensely

proud of the dedicated men and women from

the EPA who have worked tirelessly to com-

plete the largest wildfire cleanup in the his-

tory of our agency.”

For a frame of reference on how quickly

the Trump administration moved in Los An-

geles, consider what happened following the

2023 fire that destroyed Maui, a place with

far fewer properties. Phase 1 cleanup there

took 112 days.

An official with the EPA told me the

Trump administration, working with the

California Department of Toxic Substances

Control, essentially threw everything but the

kitchen sink at the president’s cleanup direc-

tive. 

The effort required more than 1,500 peo-

ple — EPA staff, state workers, some mem-

bers of the military — in nearly 50 teams “do-

ing reconnaissance, hazardous materials re-

moval and lithium ion battery work.”

State officials have praised Trump’s L.A.

effort as well. In a letter dated Feb. 26, Yana

Garcia, California secretary for environmen-

tal protection, thanked Zeldin profusely for

the EPA’s “historic collaboration with the

California Department of Toxic Substances

Control (DTSC) to achieve this significant

milestone.”

“When we met in early February, prior ex-

periences suggested that Phase 1 could take

months. Yet the work was completed in a

matter of weeks,” Garcia wrote.

The Army Corps of Engineers was able to

begin Phase 2 of the cleanup — requiring

more complicated efforts at 4,400 properties

— as Phase 1 was in progress, which again

should help speed the work required to let

residents rebuild. 

The point is simple: The Trump adminis-

tration is showing extreme governing com-

petence in helping Los Angeles recover from

the wildfires, and no signs at all of punishing

a deeply blue state. 

There is widespread, bipartisan agree-

ment that federal and local officials are

working well together. And despite some

clear political differences the president has

with certain California policies, it has obvi-

ously not affected the vital work of the fed-

eral government helping local citizens get

back on their feet.

This was a massive test for Trump, and he

passed it with flying colors. The pearl-

clutching and political fear-mongering from

Democrats was obviously overblown.

Scott Jennings is a CNN senior political

commentator and a former special

assistant to President George W. Bush.

Voices SCOTT JENNINGS CONTRIBUTING WRITER

President Trump came
through for Los Angeles

TO CLEAN UP hazardous materials, more than 1,500 people worked by hand on
thousands of properties destroyed in the Eaton fire, above, and the Palisades fire.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

Trump’s federal government isn’t
punishing California. It’s helping it
recover from the Eaton and
Palisades fires in record time.
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adults charged with the care

and supervision of young

people,” Bonta said at a

news conference. “The offi-

cers don’t step in, don’t in-

tervene and don’t protect

their charges.”

Bonta said the office re-

viewed videos and found 69

fights that occurred among

143 youths ages 12 to 18. The

fights took place at Los Pa-

drinos in the chaotic first six

months after the hall

opened in July 2023. 

“They did have multiple

gladiator-type fights be-

tween individuals with pro-

bation officers employed by

L.A. County right there in

the room, watching, not in-

tervening, not keeping the

young people they were

charged with taking care of

safe,” he said.

Bonta said prosecutors

believed the fights were or-

chestrated by the probation

officials.

“We believe that this was

planned. It was intended.

There was a desire on the

part of the juvenile proba-

tion officers for these fights

to occur,” he said. “They

often wanted them to hap-

pen at the beginning of the

day and a certain time in a

certain place.”

The indictment echoed

Bonta’s allegations. In the

December 2023 attack on

the 17-year-old, Brooks and

Smyles told several new de-

tention services officers that

fights would happen before

they took place. They in-

structed the rookie officers

“not to say anything, write

down anything and just

watch when youth fights oc-

curred,” according to the in-

dictment. 

The video published last

year by The Times shows 

the 17-year-old sustaining

punches and kicks from

youths who attack him one

at a time inside a “day room”

at Los Padrinos. On more

than one occasion, the vic-

tim falls to the ground while

officers do little to stop the

violence. At one point in the

video, Brooks steps out of

the way as a youth charges

the victim and delivers a

running kick. 

The victim’s public de-

fender alleged last year that

Brooks “instigated” the

brawls by telling the attack-

ers that the 17-year-old was a

racist and a member of a ri-

val gang. At one point in the

video, Brooks can be seen

checking her watch, as if tim-

ing out each brawl. 

Another officer — identi-

fied in court last year as

Smyles — can be seen in the

video shaking hands with

one of the assailants while

the 17-year-old crumples

under a flurry of punches in

another part of the room.

The teen, who was

charged with robbery at the

time of the attack, remains

in the custody of the Proba-

tion Department but is 

no longer being housed at

Los Padrinos, according 

to his civil attorney, Jamal

Tooson. 

Smyles also was charged

with one count of battery for

an unlawful use of force

against a youth Oct. 9, 2023,

according to the indictment. 

Brooks ignored ques-

tions from a reporter in the

courthouse Monday. Smyles

declined to comment

through his attorney. 

In her written report on

the incident, Brooks said

that the 17-year-old and his

attackers were engaged in

mutual combat and each

fight stopped when she gave

an oral warning. 

Supervisor Janice Hahn,

whose district includes Los

Padrinos, said in a state-

ment that all of the officers

involved in the abuse had

been placed on leave last

year.

“I support the Chief 

Probation Officer in firing

any officers who are found

guilty,” she wrote. “This is

only further proof that the

culture of our probation de-

partment needs to change

dramatically.”

Dozens of current and

former probation officers

could be seen milling around

the 13th floor of the down-

town Los Angeles criminal

courthouse on Monday

afternoon, many of them still

unsure what they were being

charged with or why.

Retired officers also ap-

peared in support of the de-

fendants, arguing that their

colleagues were victims of a

chronically understaffed

and mismanaged agency

that put them in an impos-

sible job. 

“Our members have been

working under extremely

difficult conditions — under-

staffed and ill-equipped fa-

cilities that house individu-

als accused of murder, sexu-

al assault, terrorism, and

other serious crimes,”

Stacey Ford, president of

the American Federation of

State, County and Munici-

pal Employees Local 685, the

union that represents pro-

bation officers, said in a

statement. “Despite these

challenges, our professional

peace officers remain com-

mitted to maintaining the

highest level of professional-

ism while upholding their

sworn duties.”

Probation Chief Gui-

llermo Viera Rosa sus-

pended at least 14 officers in

relation to the Los Padrinos

video months before it was

published, according to a de-

partment spokeswoman. In

a statement released Mon-

day, the department said it

sought an outside investiga-

tion immediately after dis-

covering the video. Every of-

ficer caught up in Monday’s

indictments is now on leave

without pay, according to

the department. 

“While these incidents

are deeply troubling, we be-

lieve this marks an impor-

tant step toward rebuilding

trust and reinforcing our

commitment to the mean-

ingful changes we are

proposing in our juvenile fa-

cilities,” the statement read.

“Our vision for them is one

that prioritizes rehabilita-

tion, support, and positive

outcomes for justice-in-

volved youth, as well as up-

holding the highest stand-

ards of professionalism and

integrity for our staff.”

The majority of the offi-

cers charged were lower-lev-

el staff, many of whom had

been with the agency for

more than a decade. 

At least one of the officers

who was indicted, Ramses

Patron, is a director at Los

Padrinos Juvenile Hall,

meaning he supervised the

staff involved in the inci-

dents. His attorney, Tom Yu,

dismissed the allegations as

a “political hit” and said Pa-

tron, who has been with the

department for 30 years,

wasn’t even in the room

when the fights happened. 

“It appears that the in-

dictment arose from a fail-

ure to act by my client, which

presupposes he had direct

and actual knowledge of the

‘gladiator’ style fights,” Yu

said in a text message to The

Times. “From my knowledge

of the case, I do not believe

that such evidence exists.”

The December 2023 inci-

dent raised questions about

whether the violence was

condoned by officers and the

validity of probation officers’

reports on fights and other

uses of force within the halls. 

A supervisor who re-

viewed Brooks’ notes on the

fighting incident captured

on video said during a court

hearing that he never ques-

tioned her account or re-

viewed the video before en-

tering her report into a court

file.

The indictments are the

latest in a string of contro-

versies surrounding the Pro-

bation Department.

California’s Board of

State and Community Cor-

rections ordered Los Padri-

nos closed late last year after

it repeatedly failed inspec-

tions and was deemed “un-

suitable” to house youths.

The majority of the juveniles

incarcerated in Los Angeles

County are housed in Los

Padrinos because the board

previously closed the coun-

ty’s other two juvenile halls

— Barry J. Nidorf in Sylmar

and Central Juvenile Hall in

L.A. — after increases in vi-

olence and instability in the

halls exacerbated by a

staffing crisis. 

The Probation Depart-

ment refused the state’s or-

der to close Los Padrinos,

and state board members

have said they don’t know

what legal recourse they

have to enforce it. The Cali-

fornia attorney general’s of-

fice has previously declined

to address the issue. 

Los Angeles County Su-

perior Court Judge Miguel

Espinoza is weighing a re-

quest from the L.A. County

public defender’s office to re-

move all of its clients from

Los Padrinos, based on the

board’s finding that it’s un-

safe for youths.

“The probation system

and its underlying culture

are broken,” Los Angeles

County Public Defender Ri-

cardo Garcia said in a state-

ment Monday. “Account-

ability for those who have

failed to protect our youth is

long overdue — there is no

justice in a system that

abuses the very youth it is

entrusted to care for.”

Probation officers are accused of allowing brawls

ONE VIDEO shows eight probation officers standing by while a group of teens
attacked a 17-year-old inside Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall in Downey, above, in 2023. 

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times
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facing retaliation for pub-

licly highlighting a lack of re-

sources at her department.

“The truth is that the fire

chief should not be pre-

vented from, or punished for,

speaking openly and hon-

estly about the needs and

capabilities of the LAFD, or

for doing her best to protect

our firefighters and our 

communities,” she told the

council.

Councilmember Imelda

Padilla, who represents the

central San Fernando Val-

ley, criticized Crowley for her

decision last month to dis-

cuss the Fire Department’s

budget with the news media

while the Palisades fire was

still raging.

“The chief chose the

wrong time and wrong place

to raise an issue,” she said.

Crowley’s bid for re-

instatement was almost cer-

tain to fail, given the fact

that she needed 10 votes, or 

a two-thirds majority. Only

Councilmembers Monica

Rodriguez and Traci Park,

who have been strong Crow-

ley supporters, voted in her

favor. 

Nevertheless, Tuesday’s

proceedings created a head-

ache for Bass, who ousted

Crowley as chief nearly two

weeks ago. During public

comment before the council

vote, firefighters repeatedly

aired complaints that their

department has been

underfunded for too long,

with some saying that Bass

was trying to deflect blame

from her own actions.

Chuong Ho, who serves

on the board of United Fire-

fighters of Los Angeles City

Local 112, urged council

members to reinstate Crow-

ley, saying she was fired for

“telling the truth” about the

lack of resources.

“She stood up, she spoke

out, and she had our backs,”

Ho said. “I’ve never seen a

fire chief in my career consis-

tently speak out about the

constant understaffing and

lack of funding for our Fire

Department.”

Crowley’s appeal, which

she submitted Thursday,

has only added to the sense

of volatility that has en-

gulfed City Hall since the fire

erupted Jan. 7, destroying

thousands of homes and

killing 12 people. For more

than a week, Crowley’s back-

ers have accused Bass of

scapegoating the fire chief.

Bass supporters, in turn,

have accused Crowley of

mismanagement and insub-

ordination, calling her push

for reinstatement part of a

much larger political attack

on Bass, the city’s first Black

female mayor.

Sylvia Castillo, who

worked for Bass while the

mayor was in Congress, said

that “divisive” political ac-

tors were trying to do a “pub-

lic lynching” of Bass.

Benjamin Torres, presi-

dent and chief executive of

the South L.A.-based group

CD Tech, called the proceed-

ings a “political move to cut

off Black leadership.”

“This would not be done

if [Bass] was a white male

of privilege,” he told the

council.

Bass fired Crowley on

Feb. 21, citing two major

reasons. She said the chief

had failed to pre-deploy as

many as 1,000 firefighters on

the morning the blaze ex-

ploded in size amid hurri-

cane-force Santa Ana winds.

She also accused Crowley of

refusing to participate in an

internal after-action report

after being asked to do so.

In the days leading up to

Crowley’s ouster, Bass said

that the chief had failed to

warn her of the increasingly

dire wind forecasts.

Crowley’s defenders, in

turn, accused Bass of firing a

veteran firefighter well be-

fore the completion of the af-

ter-action reports that

would assess the city’s

preparation for, and re-

sponse to, the Palisades fire.

They said the mayor’s staff

had received warnings

about the coming winds and

the heightened wildfire risk

from the city’s Emergency

Management Department,

which tracks dangerous

weather conditions.

Rodriguez, who repre-

sents the northeast San Fer-

nando Valley, said Crowley

has been unfairly scape-

goated by a mayor desperate

for a reset after the fire. She

said the council, under the

City Charter, has the power

to reverse the firing of a gen-

eral manager.

Crowley’s firing sends a

bad message to city employ-

ees and department heads

— that it’s “safer to stay

silent than to call out what’s

wrong,” Rodriguez said.

“The only failure I believe

Chief Crowley had was

thinking people had their

back. And so, for that I apol-

ogize,” Rodriguez said, ad-

dressing Crowley. “Because

as a leader of this depart-

ment, you don’t deserve it.”

Crowley, the first woman

to lead the LAFD in its 139-

year history, was picked for

the top job in 2022 by then-

Mayor Eric Garcetti, after

rising through the ranks of a

department where female

firefighters had complained

about harassment and hazi-

ng.

Tensions between Crow-

ley and Bass quickly

emerged after the fire

started. On Jan. 10, Crowley

went on multiple television

stations to decry what she

described as insufficient

funding for her agency.

In one interview, she said

the city had failed her and

her department. In another,

she drew a link between cuts

to her department and the

city’s handling of the fire. 

The firefighters’ union

praised Crowley as a truth

teller — someone with the

courage to call out decades

of underinvestment in their

agency. Bass responded by

summoning Crowley to a

meeting that went so long

that the mayor missed her

own news conference to up-

date the public on the fire.

“Chief Crowley had the

guts and the courage to

speak out, to make sure her

troops on the ground have

what they need to do their

jobs,” said firefighter union

President Freddy Escobar.

“For the first time, the public

and this City Council started

paying attention. But her

honesty cost her her job.”

Crowley used Tuesday’s

hearing to offer her first ma-

jor rebuttal of the mayor’s al-

legations. She said she did

not refuse to conduct an af-

ter-action report on the fire,

but rather supported having

state officials, who are slated

to produce an outside re-

view, do the job.

“The LAFD is not capa-

ble, nor do we have the

proper resources to ad-

equately conduct an after-

action report for the Pali-

sades fire, due to the sheer

magnitude, scope and com-

plexity of the incident,” said

Crowley, who now has a

lower-level position in the

department.

Crowley also asserted

that her department could

not have deployed an extra

1,000 firefighters to the Pali-

sades because it lacked suffi-

cient fire trucks, ambulan-

ces and other vehicles to

transport them. Because

the city has reduced the

number of mechanics, she

said, those trucks were “bro-

ken down in our mainte-

nance yards, unable to be

used to help during one of

the worst wildfire events in

our history.”

Zach Seidl, a spokes-

person for Bass, welcomed

the vote, saying that the city

is “moving forward.”

Tuesday’s proceedings

appear to be virtually un-

precedented in modern city

history, with the closest par-

allel being Bernard C. Parks’

bid for a second term as po-

lice chief in 2002. That year,

appointees of Mayor James

Hahn on the Board of Police

Commissioners declined to

renew Parks for a second

five-year term.

The City Council de-

clined to overturn the com-

mission’s decision, during a

debate that inflamed racial

divisions in the city. The

council’s three Black mem-

bers sided with Parks, the

department’s second Black

chief, and against Hahn,

who was politically wounded

by the battle. Parks won a

seat on the council the fol-

lowing year, while Hahn lost

reelection in 2005.

Councilmember Tim

McOsker, who was Hahn’s

chief of staff during the

Parks battle, said he didn’t

want to force two people who

don’t get along — Bass and

Crowley — to work together.

He said he had lived through

that, and “it can be disas-

trous.”

“I’m going to put a func-

tional city above what might

be more politically expedi-

ent for me,” McOsker said.

Park, whose district in-

cludes Pacific Palisades,

supported the move to rein-

state Crowley, saying nei-

ther she nor her colleagues

have received any after-ac-

tion reports that would

show who was to blame for

an array of failures — a lack

of firefighters, a lack of water

in fire hydrants and a lack of

an orderly evacuation.

Getting those answers

“might very well mean firing

everyone who has culpabil-

ity across multiple depart-

ments, and I have no prob-

lem with that,” Park said. 

“But I wouldn’t do it with-

out a well-informed record

and actual evidence to sup-

port that decision,” she

added. “And I don’t have it

today.”

Crowley unsuccessful in bid to get job back

FORMER L.A. Fire Chief Kristin Crowley pushed back at her hearing on Tuesday, arguing that she was facing
retaliation for publicly highlighting a lack of resources at her department during the wildfire in the Palisades.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times
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state workers in California. 

SEIU Local 1000, the larg-

est public-sector union in

the country, called on New-

som to “reverse this reckless

decision” and accused the

governor of “political pos-

turing at workers’ expense.”

In a statement, the

unionlocal’s president, An-

ica Walls, said returning

workers “will face higher

costs for gas, parking, and

commuting” as the cost of

living in California squeezes

working families. She con-

demned California, the

“tech capital of the world,”

for “clinging to outdated

policies instead of embrac-

ing the modern workplace.” 

“Gov. Newsom’s decision

to force state workers back

into the office four days a

week is out of touch, unnec-

essary, and a step back-

ward,” Walls said in a state-

ment. “State employees

kept this state running

through the pandemic,

proving that remote and hy-

brid work increase produc-

tivity, improve work-life bal-

ance, and make state jobs

more competitive — all while

saving taxpayer dollars.”

The California Attorneys,

Administrative Law Judges,

and Hearing Officers in

State Employment blasted

the decision as “misguided.” 

CALIFORNIA Gov. Gav-
in Newsom’s executive
order takes effect July 1. 

Juliana Yamada Associated Press

Gov. Gavin Newsom is-

sued an executive order di-

recting state workers to re-

turn to the office four days a

week, shifting California

government away from a

post-pandemic model that

allows roughly 95,000 gov-

ernment employees to clock

in remotely for most of the

week. 

The change, which is ex-

pected to take effect July 1,

comes after President

Trump called many federal

government workers back to

the office last month and as

corporations continue to re-

tract remote work options. 

“In-person work makes

us all stronger — period,”

Newsom said in a statement

Monday. “When we work to-

gether, collaboration im-

proves, innovation thrives,

and accountability in-

creases. That means better

service, better solutions,

and better results for Cali-

fornians, while still allowing

flexibility.”

California has more than

220,000 full-time state em-

ployees and about 60% work

in positions — janitors and

highway patrol officers, for

example — that already re-

quire them to report in per-

son daily. The policy change

is expected to apply to about

40% of the workers who are

currently required to report

to an office at least two days

aweek. Newsom’s order does

not apply to those who were

hired under agreements to

exclusively work from home. 

The move put the Demo-

cratic governor at odds with

the powerful public sector

labor unions that represent

Newsom orders
4 days in office
for state workers 

[See Office, B5]

Labor union calls
the weekly mandate
‘reckless’; legal group
says it’s misguided.

By Taryn Luna
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SPORTS ON THE BACK: Dodgers’ Scott evolved from fringe player to elite reliever. B10

Big Bear bald eagles

Jackie and Shadow have

welcomed two hatchlings.

Thousands of eager view-

ers who have been watching

the eagles’ nest via webcam

since the first pip showed

over the weekend got to see

one of the hatchlings

emerge, with glimpses of tiny

feathers and a beak appear-

ing just before 11:30 p.m.

Monday.

The second hatchling ar-

rived around 4:30 a.m. Tues-

day, according to Sandy

Steers, the executive direc-

tor of Friends of Big Bear

Valley. A third hatchling is

expected to reach full devel-

opment Tuesday evening

and could hatch in the com-

ing week. 

“I’m thrilled that they

have hatchlings and they

have two chicks after two

years of no hatching,” she

said. “I’m thrilled for every-

one watching. People are

talking about tears of joy and

that’s how I feel.” 

The organization an-

nounced Sunday that the

hatchlings’ arrival could be

imminent after the first pip

appeared. The group op-

INTERNET FAMOUS eagle pair Jackie and Shadow have welcomed two hatchlings after years of heartbreak.
Thanks to the Friends of Big Bear Valley, viewers who tuned in were able to watch the eaglets enter the world.

The Friends of Big Bear Valley

[See Eaglet, B4]

Thousands joyfully watch life emerge on Big Bear nest livestream

By Amy Hubbard

THE 24-HOUR webcam capturing Jackie and
Shadow’s growing family sits 145 feet up in a
Jeffrey pine that overlooks Big Bear Lake.

The Friends of Big Bear Valley The Friends of Big Bear Valley

Proud eagle parents Jackie and
Shadow welcome hatchlings

I
t was the spring of 1985,

and Californians were

waging civic war on

behalf of English.

Some Monterey

Park residents were push-

ing their City Council to ban

Chinese-language business

signs. Voters who had

passed Proposition 38 a

year earlier were waiting for

Gov. George Deukmejian to

implement the initiative,

which required that he ask

the federal government to

print election material only

in English. 

Former U.S. Sen. S.I.

Hayakawa, one of Pro-

position 38’s co-authors,

was preparing for

Proposition 63, which would

enshrine English as the

state’s official language,

after Whittier-area Assem-

blymember Frank Hill

introduced a bill proposing

just that. Tiny Fillmore in

Ventura County had already

become one of the first cities

in the country to go English-

official. 

These shepherds of

Shakespeare argued that

their efforts were necessary

to save the American way

from ignorant immigrants

who just wouldn’t let go of

their native tongues. The

official argument for Pro-

position 63, co-signed by

Hayakawa, proclaimed that

the state was moving

toward “language rivalries

and ethnic distrust” and

that declaring English as

the official language would

help residents “respect

other people, other cultures,

with sympathy and under-

standing.”

While this was all hap-

pening, I was in kindergar-

ten trying to learn English.

I started at Thomas

Jefferson Elementary in

Anaheim knowing only 

Before Trump, California enshrined English first
Talk about a failure: The promised benefits of one official language never materialized

IN 1986, California voters passed Proposition 63, making English the official
language of the state. Above, a Spanish lesson at a school in Orange in 2020.

Mel Melcon Los Angeles Times
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After California’s bar ex-

ams were plagued last week

with technical problems and

irregularities, the California

Supreme Court directed the

State Bar on Tuesday to

plan on administering the

July exams in a traditional

in-person format.

“The court is deeply con-

cerned by the troubling re-

ports of technical failures,

delays, and other irreg-

ularities,” the Supreme

Court said in a statement,

noting that it had asked the

State Bar and the vendor

that administered the exam

to provide an expedited, de-

tailed report.

The Supreme Court

weighed in after State Bar of

California staff recom-

mended that the agency re-

turn to in-person tests as it

scrutinizes whether the ven-

dor behind the new testing

system met the obligations

of its contract.

“Based on the adminis-

tration of the February Bar

Exam, staff cannot recom-

mend going forward with

Meazure Learning,” Donna 

State Bar
is told to
return to
in-person
testing

[See Bar exam, B5]

California’s high court
orders the change
after major glitches in
new exam format. 

By Jenny Jarvie

In a quest to help parents

understand how their chil-

dren are really doing in

school — but not make them

feel bad in the process —

state officials are moving

this week to change the way

they describe student per-

formance on standardized

tests.

Student scores have been

ranked in one of four catego-

ries on California’s annual

tests in math, reading and

science: Standard Ex-

ceeded; Standard Met;

Standard Nearly Met, or

Standard Not Met. 

But the consortium that

manages the Smarter

Balanced test told Califor-

nia officials in a presentation

in September that there has

been confusion about what

those levels mean. The con-

sortium — which includes

representation from Califor-

nia — suggested new labels,

according to state officials:

Advanced, Proficient, Foun-

dational and Inconsistent.

The State Board of Educa-

tion was prepared to adopt

them in November. 

But concerns were raised

by advocacy groups, who

said the terms for the two

lower levels were confusing

and potentially misleading.

They also chastised the

board for not seeking any

public input, which officials

then agreed to do. 

The process pushed back

the decision to the Wednes-

day meeting of the State

Board of Education, where

officials can take into con-

sideration the work of focus

groups that included stu-

dents, parents, educators

and advocates. 

Some participants didn’t

like the original terms

Standard Nearly Met and

Standard Not Met, calling

them vague, according to a

state report. Some per-

ceived the term for the low-

est level as failure and noted

that it “was often received as

discouraging or demotivat-

ing,” the report said. And

they didn’t like Founda-

tional or Inconsistent, again

saying the terms were con-

fusing.

Another set of labels is

also up for consideration: 

Test score labels that seek positivity run into a reality check

State board will pick
which terms to use.
Some were seen as
misleading or vague.

By Howard Blume

[See Education, B2]
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Spanish, the tongue of my

Mexican immigrant par-

ents. We lived in a neighbor-

hood where the only white

people were the family who

lived in front of our granny

flat. Our social life was

centered on my parents’

native ranchos, whose

residents transplanted

themselves from Zacatecas

to Southern California

along with their music,

culture and español.

We were Hayakawa’s

Babelish prediction per-

sonified. But by the time

Propostion 63 passed with

73% of the vote in the fall of

1986, I was in second grade

and speaking fluent Eng-

lish. So were my friends and

cousins. Our parents were

beginning to learn English

too.

Our growing embrace of

English — one part class-

room instruction but mostly

marathon Saturday morn-

ing cartoon sessions for the

kids and Charles Bronson

movies for my parents —

wasn’t the only thing Haya-

kawa and his crew were

wrong about. All the soci-

etal kumbaya they insisted

would sprout if English was

elevated in California un-

surprisingly turned out to

be a bunch of — excuse my

Spanish — caca.

Copycat laws soon

spread around the country

— 32 states have since de-

clared English as their

official language. Califor-

nians passed propositions

in the 1990s that sought to

make life miserable for

undocumented immi-

grants, ended government-

sponsored affirmative ac-

tion and banned bilingual

education. The embers

from those political wild-

fires spread across the U.S.

and helped blaze the trail

for Donald Trump to win in

2016 and last year.

On Saturday, President

Trump threw our country

back to those ugly days of

my youth when he signed an

executive order declaring

English the official language

and promising that the

move will “reinforce shared

national values, and create

a more cohesive and effi-

cient society.”

But as it did in Cali-

fornia, the opposite is more

likely to happen.

Coming in the wake of

executive orders ending

diversity, equity and inclu-

sion initiatives across the

federal government, ending

birthright citizenship and

renaming the Gulf of Mexico

the “Gulf of America,” this is

Trump’s latest gift to people

who despise a multicultural

society. These are the worst

Americans of all, motivated

not by love of country but

rather fear of newcomers,

whose ways they seek to

extinguish under the cloak

of patriotism and the cudgel

of the law. 

Anxiety about immi-

grants’ attachment to their

mother tongues goes back

to colonial days. In the 1750s,

no less a national icon than

Benjamin Franklin com-

plained to a friend that

Germans “will soon so out

number us, that all the

advantages we have will not

in My Opinion be able to

preserve our language.”

This type of skepticism

continued even as wave

after wave of immigrants —

Irish, Italians, Jews, Chi-

nese, Mexicans — ended up

assimilating. 

Yet xenophobes contin-

ued to use the specter of

other languages crowding

out English to urge immi-

gration clampdowns. No

one knew this better than

John Tanton, the intel-

lectual architect of today’s

“America first” movement. 

An ophthalmologist by

trade, Tanton funded or-

ganizations that fought

immigration and birthright

citizenship and published

white nationalist tracts.

The son of a Canadian

immigrant reserved a spe-

cial enmity for Latinos,

warning confidants of a

“Latin onslaught” and

wondering, “As whites see

their power and control over

their lives declining, will

they simply go quietly into

the night? Or will there be

an explosion?”

In 1983, Tanton and

Hayakawa — born in Cana-

da to Japanese immigrants

— formed U.S. English, a

nonprofit pushing a consti-

tutional amendment to

make English the nation’s

official language and oppos-

ing bilingualism in general. 

U.S. English helped fund

all the English-is-great

propositions of my child-

hood to whet the xenopho-

bic appetite of some Ameri-

cans. It even asked mem-

bers to write angry letters to

Pacific Bell about the deci-

sion to publish the Yellow

Pages in Spanish.

“California,” Tanton told

The Times in 1986, “can be a

laboratory for the nation.” 

Forty years later, all of

his racist dreams seem to be

coming true through

Trump. And the California

Constitution still declares

that English is our official

language, commanding the

Legislature to “insure that

the role of English as the

common language of the

State of California is pre-

served and enhanced.”

Daniel HoSang is an

American studies professor

at Yale and author of the

2010 book “Racial Proposi-

tions: Ballot Initiatives and

the Making of Postwar

California,” which tracks

the 1980s-era English-only

battles in the Golden State.

Tanton and Hayakawa’s

consultants told them that

their campaign had “the

stink of rank nativism,”

HoSang said, but if “you can

come to California and

figure out how to mask

that,” they could go nation-

wide, which they eventually

did. 

The professor described

Trump’s executive order as

a “deep reminder that lan-

guage has been a site of

nativism” but dismissed it

as a “desperate act of politi-

cal symbolism” that will be

ignored, just as it was in

California.

“The lesson there is

important because it

failed,” HoSang said. “Most

Californians either don’t

know or don’t care that

English is the state’s official

language.”

He pointed out that even

the Republican Party uses

Spanish to reach out to

Latino voters across the

country. 

“That’s why it’s hard to

take [Trump’s English-

language executive order]

seriously as a policy, be-

cause they don’t,” HoSang

said.

His book shows how all

the 1980s-era “official Eng-

lish” measures were basi-

cally test balloons for the

nastier legislation that

followed, I noted.

He conceded the point,

speculating that local gov-

ernments could use

Trump’s executive order as

an excuse to end multilin-

gual forms of communica-

tion, which would harm

immigrant communities.

“So much of the anti-

immigrant sentiment over

public benefits is particu-

larly sharp, because we’re a

moment where all of them

are slashed,” he said. People

who speak only English

“could think multilingual

access is a luxury that’s

responsible for the cuts in

other people’s benefits.”

HoSang paused. “I could

see that logic work insidi-

ously down.”

Trump’s English order could divide, not unite, us 

S.I. HAYAKAWA, shown with President Nixon in 1969, was a driving force behind California’s Proposition 63
in 1986. The ballot measure passed with 73% of the vote and made English the official language of the state.

Associated Press
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Whereas Advanced and Pro-

ficient remain unchanged,

the proposed names for the

two lower-scoring categories

are Basic and Below Basic.

Advocacy groups appear

to support the latest propos-

al, which the state board can

adopt or further modify. 

If approved, the new

terms would be the same as

those used for many other

standardized tests, includ-

ing the National Assess-

ment of Educational Prog-

ress or NAEP, known as the

nation’s report card.

The debate over test

score labels comes as na-

tional and state state scores

remain low and have gener-

ally failed to recover from the

pre-pandemic levels of 2019.

Math and English test

scores of fourth- and eighth-

graders largely held steady

or declined nationwide over

the last two years — results

that were about the same in

Los Angeles and California.

The current proposal “is

a step forward in providing

parents with an accurate

picture of how well their chil-

dren perform in school,” said

Natalie Wheatfall-Lum, di-

rector of education policy for

EdTrust-West, an Oakland-

based advocacy group.

“However, our focus should

be on providing clear de-

scriptions of these labels so

that parents can under-

stand how well their children

are performing in school,

recognizing that a state as-

sessment is one way to mea-

sure that.”

Given that grades,

teacher feedback and com-

parison with peers can be

subjective or vary from class

to class or from school to

school, “the standardized

score and its label might be

important in shaping how

well students and parents

understand the students’

skill levels relative to a com-

mon standard,” said Sean F.

Reardon, professor of pover-

ty and inequality in educa-

tion at Stanford. “For that

purpose, [tests] should have

simple, transparent labels.” 

All the same, he added, “a

once-a-year, four-category

score label is a pretty crude

way of telling parents or stu-

dents how they’re doing.

Teachers and schools can

convey information to par-

ents much more frequently

and with more nuance than

a state test report.”

Low achievement in
standardized tests 

California’s Smarter Bal-

anced test is computer-

based. If students are doing

well, the program sends the

student harder questions. If

the student is faring poorly,

the program sends easier

questions. The goal is to get

a more precise reading of a

student’s skills, but the test

represents only a snapshot

of a student’s performance.

Experts acknowledge

that the prime goal of educa-

tion is not high scores on

standardized tests — which

are an imperfect measure of

deep and relevant learning.

Still, tests provide a marker

to help keep students, teach-

ers and schools on track

toward skills students are

supposed to be learning in

each grade.

And by this marker, stu-

dents in California and

across the nation could be

doing much better. 

Not only are few students

scoring as Advanced or Pro-

ficient, but fewer are also

achieving this test’s version

of a Basic ranking, the next

level down, according to the

overall results from NAEP.

On the most recent

results from this test, for ex-

ample, the percentage of

L.A. students who scored

as Proficient or better in

fourth-grade math was 27%.

For California it was 35%. 

In fourth-grade reading,

25% of L.A. students tested

as proficient or better. Cali-

fornia’s rate was 29%. 

On California’s tests,

student proficiency rates

are higher, but still widely

trailing pre-pandemic

achievement levels that

themselves were considered

unacceptable at the time. 

And yet this reality is cou-

pled with research indica-

ting that parents think their

children are doing quite well

in school — possibly because

of grade inflation.

Euphemistic terms
for lower levels 

Both rounds of proposed

changes were meant to pro-

vide clarity. There also was a

goal of expressing student

performance in a positive

way — called an “asset-

based” approach — even if

the scores are low.

So, rather than sending

out the message of Standard

Not Met, the term proposed

in November was Inconsis-

tent. One board member

suggested that term, too,

might be too negative. May-

be “developing” was a better

choice. 

Even the original terms

had euphemistic elements

to them. 

The phrase Standard

Nearly Met, for example, in-

cludes a wide range of scores

— some that were in fact

nearly Proficient and others

that ranged nearly to the

lowest category.

In the November propos-

al, Foundational and Incon-

sistent drew strong outside

objections. 

“We are deeply con-

cerned,” wrote the groups,

which included EdTrust-

West, Children Now, Califor-

nia Charter Schools Assn.,

Alliance for a Better Com-

munity and Teach Plus. 

“The reality we are facing

is many students across Cal-

ifornia are facing significant

challenges when it comes

to meeting grade level

standards, particularly

many low-income students,

students of color, English

learners, and students with

learning differences,” the

letter stated. “The proposed

changes to these achieve-

ment level descriptions

would make the data more

confusing and misleading.”

Calling scores Founda-

tional or Inconsistent would

“only serve to obfuscate the

data and make it even more

challenging for families and

advocates to lift up the

needs of our most under-

served students and ensure

they have the support

needed to thrive.”

Improving clarity 
of the categories

If approved, the new cate-

gories are “the most com-

mon set of labels across the

50 states,” said Morgan Po-

likoff, professor of education

at the USC Rossier School of

Education, who was not in-

volved in the decision. “My

personal preference would

probably be for as many

states as possible to use con-

sistent labels.” 

The latest proposal is an

improvement, said Robin

Lake, director of the Center

on Reinventing Public Edu-

cation at Arizona State Uni-

versity. 

“I do question whether

what may be a slight im-

provement in clarity is a dis-

traction from the real issue:

solving for the fact that Cali-

fornia students are not mas-

tering core subjects.”

The four achievement la-

bels used by NAEP will not

mean exactly the same thing

if they are adopted in Cali-

fornia. In general, the NAEP

labels represent a more rig-

orously evaluated exam. In

general, the NAEP labels

represent a more rigorous

grading standard, with a

higher threshold for achiev-

ing a rating of Proficient or

Advanced. This means the

higher levels are harder to

achieve on NAEP than on

California tests based on re-

search that compared state

tests with the national

NAEP exams.

In addition, the discus-

sion at the state board meet-

ing in November included

the concept that students

who are one level below Pro-

ficient should still be viewed

by the public as working at

grade level — even if they

might require extra support

to achieve grade-level stand-

ards. 

This direction alarmed

advocates who said they

want families to get a clear

message when their child is

not proficient.

Overall, the state tests of-

fer a more precise check

than NAEP on what stu-

dents in California are sup-

posed to be learning. The

NAEP test, in contrast, tests

asmall sample of students to

allow for state-to-state com-

parisons and does not send

student scores to families.

It’s what happens with

the information that’s ulti-

mately important, said

Thomas Kane, professor of

education and economics at

the Harvard Graduate

School of Education.

If teachers explain to par-

ents what a low score means,

“parents are more likely to

listen to their child’s teacher

than to take to heart a gov-

ernment form letter that ar-

rives in the mail. But it’s a

difficult conversation to

have and many teachers

avoid it. It would benefit

teachers, parents and stu-

dents to provide an excuse

(i.e. requirement) to have

that conversation.”

State board to decide on new terms for test score rankings 

ONE SET of labels under consideration proposes Advanced and Proficient for high-scoring levels and Basic
and Below Basic for the lower-scoring categories. Above, Common Core-aligned testing in New Cuyama, Calif.

Christine Armario Associated Press
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CITY & STATE 

Foes of Los Angeles May-
or Karen Bass have formed a
fundraising committee to
pursue a recall campaign
against her, according to
paperwork filed with the
city’s Ethics Commission on
Monday. The paperwork
was originally filed with the
state last week.

The filing, submitted
nearly two months after a
wildfire destroyed swaths of
L.A.’s Pacific Palisades
neighborhood, will allow
Bass’ opponents to raise
money to put a recall on the
ballot. 

The City Clerk’s office did
not immediately respond
when asked if a recall peti-
tion had been filed, or if a sig-
nature gathering effort had
been initiated.

Several of the operatives
pursuing the Bass recall
campaign appear to be Re-
publicans, a fact that could
limit its appeal in a heavily
Democratic city.

Douglas Herman, a polit-
ical strategist for Bass, said
in a statement that the recall
committee’s filing is “noth-
ing more than another ex-
treme right-wing political
stunt designed to divide Los
Angeles when we need to
move forward.”

Bass, a Democrat who
spent 12 years in Congress,
has been under fire over her
absence from the city when
the Palisades fire broke out
and her struggle to answer
questions when she re-
turned.

She has been at odds with
her former fire chief, Kristin
Crowley, removing Crowley
on Feb. 21. 

The mayor also has had
strained relations with Los
Angeles County Supervisor
Lindsey Horvath, who rep-
resents the Palisades. Bass’
handpicked recovery czar,
Steve Soboroff, recently said
he was lied to about his com-
pensation, then walked back
the accusation.

Paperwork filed with the
Ethics Commission lists
Sahil Nandwani, a real es-
tate agent, as the recall com-
mittee’s principal officer.
Nandwani has been a donor
to the state Republican
Party, the San Bernardino
County Republican Central
Committee, Rep. Ken
Calvert (R-Corona) and San
Diego Republican Kevin
Faulconer’s gubernatorial
bid during the 2021 at-
tempted recall of Gov. Gavin
Newsom, according to fed-
eral campaign finance data.

Nandwani also was active

with the College Repub-
licans while attending USC
and was named “cam-
paigner of the year” by the
California Federation of Col-
lege Republicans in 2019,
according to the USC Re-
publican Alumni Facebook
page.

Nandwani referred ques-
tions about the committee
to political strategist Gerald
Sirotnak, who did not im-
mediately respond to inquir-
ies from The Times.

On his LinkedIn page,
Sirotnak is listed as the exe-
cutive director of the San Di-
ego Republican Party. He
also identified himself as a
onetime campaign manager
for Calvert, saying that vic-
tory “helped secure a major-
ity in the House for the Re-
publican Party.”

The committee’s paper-
work lists its campaign
treasurer as Kelly Lawler, a
registered Republican who
runs a Merced County-
based firm that supports
Republican and independ-
ent candidates nationwide.

Only one Los Angeles
mayor has ever successfully
been recalled. In 1938, voters
ousted the ignominiously
corrupt Frank Shaw, elect-
ing reformer Fletcher Bow-
ron in his place.

To trigger a recall elec-
tion, opponents of Bass
would need to collect ap-
proximately 330,000 signa-
tures, or 15% of the city’s reg-
istered voters, within 120
days of the filing date. That
percentage has proved an
extremely high bar in recent
years.

Efforts to recall Coun-
cilmember Nithya Raman,
former Councilmember
Kevin de León and former
Mayor Eric Garcetti were
launched and then fizzled
out. 

The most potent effort
took place in 2021, when crit-
ics of Councilmember Mike
Bonin gathered nearly
26,000 valid voter signatures
supportive of a recall.

The Bonin recall drive
still fell short by 1,350 signa-
tures. 

In 2022, Bonin decided
not to run for reelection.

Bass’ opponents
form committee
to fund recall bid
Any effort would need
signatures from 15% of
voters, a level that’s
proved hard to reach.

By David Zahniser

and Julia Wick

A POLITICAL strate-
gist for Karen Bass
called the filing a “right-
wing political stunt de-
signed to divide” L.A. 

Allen J. Schaben L.A. Times

a After a lackluster start
to the rainy season in South-
ern California, the region is
expected to see a surge of
moisture this week that
forecasters say could be the
beginning of a soggy March. 

A warm front arrived
across the Central Coast
late Tuesday and will spread
south into Los Angeles
through the day Wednesday,
bringing with it a sprinkling
of moisture ahead of the
brunt of the storm. The bulk
of the rain is expected to ar-
rive late Wednesday and last
through early Friday in Los
Angeles County, said Robbie
Munroe, a meteorologist
with the National Weather
Service in Oxnard.

Next week is expected
to deliver even more rain 
to Southern California’s
parched landscape. The re-
gion endured one of its dri-
est starts to the rainy season
in recorded history, which
helped fuel one of the most
destructive fire seasons
ever.

As of Tuesday, downtown
L.A. had received 5.58 inches
of rain since the water year
began Oct. 1. That is below
the average for this point in
the water season, 11.08 inch-
es. The annual average is
14.25 inches.

“We’ve been playing
catch-up, it feels like, the
whole winter after an ex-

tremely dry period through
January,” Munroe said.
“February was still a little
below normal, but at least it
kind of got us closer to what
we might see this time of
year.”

Between a tenth of an
inch and an inch of rain is ex-
pected for the coastal re-
gions during this week’s
storm. South-facing moun-
tain slopes could see 1 to 2
inches of rain. Two to 5 inch-
es of snow could fall in eleva-
tions above 4,500 feet, ac-
cording to the weather serv-
ice.

The storm is also ex-
pected to unleash strong
winds. Gusts could peak be-
tween 30 and 50 mph Thurs-
day. 

The weather system also
brings the potential for
thunderstorms, particu-
larly late Wednesday
through Thursday, which
could deliver heavy down-
pours along with gusty
winds, lightning, small hail
and even weak tornadoes.

Although forecasters ex-
pect the moisture will be
mostly beneficial, too much
rain too quickly could result
in debris flows and damage
for the Palisades and the
Eaton fire burn scars.

“We’re not going to get
continuous rain. It’ll come in
episodes, and there could be
a lot of dryness between
those episodes,” said Ariel
Cohen, the meteorologist in
charge at the National
Weather Service in Oxnard.
“Don’t let your guard down
after the first round of rain
comes. It might be coming
back really soon.” 

Peak rainfall rates could
reach between a tenth of an

inch and a third of an inch
per hour, with rain rates in
some areas reaching half an
inch per hour. Experts say
the risk of mud and debris
sliding off burned hillsides
rises once rain starts falling
at a rate of half an inch per
hour.

There’s a 10% to 20%
chance of significant flood-
ing and debris flows in the
Los Angeles County burn
areas, according to the
weather service.

“There’s no guarantee at
all, but the possibility does
exist,” Cohen said of dan-
gers in the burn areas. “It’s
something to really keep an
eye on because our confi-
dence in those significant
debris flows occurring may
not be particularly high un-
til right before they occur.” 

The burn zones have al-
ready seen the effects of wet
weather this winter. 

Heavy rain last month
sent mud and debris surging
onto Pacific Coast Highway
— sweeping a vehicle into
the ocean — and forced the
indefinite closure of
Topanga Canyon Boulevard
between Pacific Coast High-
way and Grand View Drive.

However, this week’s
storm is not forecast to be as
strong. 

The system is also ex-
pected to bring fresh powder
to California’s mountain
ranges. 

In Northern California,
the weather service issued a
winter weather advisory for
the Lake Tahoe area warn-
ing of snow accumulations
of 2 to 6 inches at elevations
below 7,000 feet and 6 to 12
inches at higher elevations
between 4 a.m. Wednesday

and 10 p.m. Thursday. Winds
are expected to gust as high
as 55 mph over the highest
peaks. 

In Southern California,
the weather service issued a
winter weather advisory for
Los Angeles, Santa Barbara
and Ventura counties’
mountain ranges. The warn-
ing, which will last from 7
p.m. Wednesday to 7 a.m.
Friday, says snow accumu-
lations could be 3 to 6 inches
for elevations above 6,000
feet, except locally up to 10
inches near Wrightwood. 

Elevations of 4,000 to
6,000 feet could see a dusting
of up to 3 inches, according
to the weather service.

The coming storms could
help bolster the state’s
snowpack, which has suf-
fered during the warm, dry
winter. As of Tuesday, the
snowpack — which typically
melts to supply nearly a
third of the state’s water —
was 83% of average for this
time of the year.

A wet March could also
help the region delay its re-
turn to high fire season,
Munroe said. 

“The longer we can have
wet weather into the spring,
it will usually help us delay
when things get a chance to
really dry out,” Munroe said. 

After Friday, the region
could see a few days of dry
weather before more rain re-
turns Sunday night. That
system could bring light to
moderate rain through
Tuesday. Another storm
forecast to arrive the day af-
ter that and last through
March 13 could potentially
bring bands of heavier rain,
but exact amounts aren’t
yet certain.

FRANCO RODRIGUEZ, left, and Manuel Flores take advantage of a dry day to play in Riverside on Monday.
Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

Get ready for more rain — just a
sprinkling at first — in days ahead
Below-average water
year is expected to get
a boost from storms
hitting Southland.

By Hannah Fry

His job description is
“human cannonball.” And
for 23 years that seemed to
be working out for Chachi
“The Rocketman” Valencia.
Even his wife, Robin Valen-
cia, is in the human-cannon-
ball line of work.

But on Sunday at the
Riverside County Fair & Na-
tional Date Festival, one
could see why being a dare-
devil isn’t for the faint of
heart as the Rocketman
missed his target.

The performer is recover-
ing from his injuries after
slipping through a safety net
during a performance at the
Indio festival, officials said.

Valencia began his per-
formance around 2:30 p.m.,
fair officials said via
Instagram. He routinely
pumps up the audience with
a 20-minute speech before
climbing into a cannon, ac-
cording to his website.

Valencia was launched
about 65 feet high at 55 mph
across a distance of 165 feet

— where a narrow net was
set up to catch him. The net
is about 20 feet off the
ground, according to his
website. But instead of deliv-
ering a final heartfelt salute
to the crowd, Valencia fell to
the ground.

He was rushed to a hospi-
tal around 3 p.m., fair offi-
cials said. The Riverside
County Sheriff ’s Office told
the Press-Enterprise on
Sunday that Valencia sus-
tained injuries that were not
life threatening. Riverside
County Fair officials said Va-
lencia was released that
night.

Valencia says on his web-
site that he has more than
two decades of experience as
a human cannonball. He
performed at the closing cer-
emony of the 2012 Summer
Olympic Games in London
and at the 2014 Carnival fes-
tival in Rio de Janeiro.

Human cannonballs are
said to be a small and select
group, and they are no
strangers to catastrophe.
After the death of one per-
former in 2011, a daredevil
told the British online outlet
the Independent that it’s a
skill that requires the per-
former “to understand phys-
ics, mathematics and engi-
neering” — and “you can’t be
scared of anything.”

‘Human cannonball’ hurt
after target missed at fair

By Jasmine Mendez

Chachi ‘The
Rocketman’ Valencia
fell through a safety
net at Indio event. 

The former district direc-
tor for San Bernardino
County Supervisor Joe Baca
Jr. is accusing the politician
of fostering a toxic work-
place where she was cursed
at, harassed and paid nearly
$50,000 less than male em-
ployees in similar roles.

Sonja Pang filed a gov-
ernment tort claim against
the county last week seeking
damages for her recent ter-
mination and the alleged
abuse she suffered while
working under Baca.

Pang in her claim alleges
Baca was a bullying boss
who called one staffer “pube-
head” and said another
needed to be pushed out of
her job because she was ag-
ing, always sick, and didn’t
do “s— but soak up his
budget.” Pang also alleges
that Baca stared at her
breasts, made sexual com-
ments about his employees
and openly said he preferred
female job candidates who
were physically attractive. 

In a statement to The
Times on Friday, Baca said
there is “not a kernel of
truth” to any of Pang’s alle-
gations and he’s disappoint-
ed to think that someone
would “fabricate such com-
pletely false allegations.”

“Many people have
worked for me in the Califor-
nia Legislature and as a
County Supervisor, and I
have always treated each
member of my staff with the
utmost respect and shown
appreciation for the work
they do for me and the public
we serve,” he said. “I have
long been and always will be
a champion for the advance-
ment of women and fair
treatment for all workers, al-
ways beginning with my own
staff.”

A spokesperson for the
county said they were un-
able to comment on pending
litigation.

The tort claim is a neces-
sary precursor to filing a law-
suit against Baca and the
county, which Pang intends
to do soon, according to her
attorney, Joe Richardson of
McCune Law Group. 

Pang worked for Baca
from when he assumed of-
fice in 2020 until her termi-
nation on Feb. 21. At the time
she was fired, she says, she
was serving as his district di-
rector/acting chief of staff.

She alleges that Baca ran
a retaliatory workplace and
told her that “if anyone re-
ported any complaints
against him to the HR de-
partment, they would be re-
moved,” according to the
claim. She says she knows of
at least two other employees
who were apparently forced
to resign or terminated for
speaking up.

“Many times, Baca would
abusively shout orders to
Pang and threaten her with
her job if she did not com-
ply,” the claim states. “He
would yell and curse at her,
and he would threaten to
‘make big changes’ if she did

not do what he asked.” 
She further alleges that

she was “grossly underpaid”
compared with her two male
predecessors as well as
staffers with similar respon-
sibilities in other county of-
fices.

She claims that when she
asked Baca about a raise she
said he had promised her, he
said something to the effect
of, “I can get another person
for [her] position that is
‘younger, prettier, and with
no kids,’ ” according to the
claim.

Pang also accuses Baca
of overworking county em-
ployees and having them as-
sist with his campaign work,
which is not permitted.

She also claims he sabo-
taged her efforts to get hired
in a different office at the
county, alleging that man-
agers who were previously
open to discussing opportu-
nities with her shut her out
after she was terminated.

She alleges that Baca “in-
fluenced this change, effec-
tively freezing her out of fu-
ture employment opportu-
nities within county.”

Baca is a former high
school teacher who served
one term in the state Assem-
bly, from 2004 to 2006, before
stepping down to unsuc-
cessfully run for state Sen-
ate. He went on to serve on
the Rialto City Council be-
fore being elected to the
Board of Supervisors. He
represents the board’s 5th
District encompassing the
cities of San Bernardino, 
Rialto and Colton.

San Bernardino official accused of harassment
Ex-staffer’s legal filing
claims Supervisor Joe
Baca Jr. engaged in
bullying and sexism.

By Clara Harter

SUPERVISOR Joe Baca Jr., shown in 2004, denied
the allegations by a former staff member. She is seek-
ing damages for her termination and alleged abuse. 

Steve Yeater Associated Press
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Jose A Debasa
July 27, 1937 - 

February 26, 2025

Jose A. Debasa, the first lay 
person to head the financial 
operations of the largest 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
in the U.S., the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
February 26, 2025.

A lifelong devoted Roman 
Catholic, Jose was the son 
of his beloved parents, 
Jose and Maria Debasa of 
Havana, Cuba.  In Cuba, 
he was educated by De La 
Salle Order Brothers in his 
formative years and did 
his undergraduate work in 
Economic Sciences.  Jose 
culminated his education 
in the United States via the 
Jesuit, Santa Clara University 
earning a Master of Business 
Administration.

Before coming to the 
United States, his profes-
sional endeavors encom-
passed banking in Cuba 
and executive in a large 
manufacturing business in 
Spain.  He immigrated to San 
Jose, California in the early 
sixties, where he established 
himself at the Santa Clara 
University ascending through 
several financial positions to 
become the Vice President for 
Business and Finance in 1974.  
After 20 years in Santa Clara 
University, Jose became the 
Chief Executive Officer and 
General Partner of Westland 
Investments, a diversified real 
estate investment company.  

In 1985, then Archbishop 
Roger Mahony offered him 
the position of Archdiocesan 
Finance Officer for the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  
Jose served as the Chief 
Financial Officer for Cardinal 
Roger Mahony until his re-
tirement in 2002.  One of the 
services he was most proud 
of was recruiting donations 
to build the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of the Angeles.  He felt 
it was a legacy to his career 
personally and for the people 
of Los Angles and beyond.  
Jose was an active member 
as a board of director/officer 
in over 35 religious, charity, 
medical, business, education 
and financial entities.

After retiring in 2002, Jose 
and his wife, Pauline traveled 
extensively throughout the 
globe; especially to Spain to 
visit with his extended family 
in Galicia and to Miami to visit 
his lifelong best friends.  

Jose was a very knowl-
edgeable, cultured, gentle, 
caring, fair, and generous 
person with a great sense 
of humor.  He loved reading, 
communicating with friends 
via computer, swimming, 
playing cards and golfing 
with his California buddies 
and neighbors.  His greatest 
pride and joy, however, was 
hosting and spending time 
with his grandchildren every 
summer, with much swim-
ming, eating, playing games 
and cards, art-sketching fig-
ures and other fun activities. 

Jose leaves four accom-
plished children: Ana, Nelson, 
Marisa Debasa and Augustin 
Eichwald-Romero that he was 
very proud of and his dearly 
beloved five grandchildren: 
Emmett and Luna Dyer (Ana/
Micah), Devin, Conner and 
Makena Debasa (Nelson/
Katy). 

The funeral service for our 
beloved Jose will be held on 
Friday, March 21, 2025, at 
10:00 a.m. at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Angels, 
555 West Temple Street, Los 
Angeles, CA  90012-2707, 
(213) 680-5200.  Private 
entombment at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Angels 
Mausoleum will follow for 
family members.  Lunch will 
be served after the services.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that you please 
donate to The Jose A. Debasa 
Endowment Scholarship Fund 
at Santa Clara University, 500 
El Camino Real, Santa Clara, 
CA  95053, (408) 554-4000.
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Glenn Padnick
September 8, 1947 - February 27, 2025

Glenn Padnick, whose passion for movies and television 
brought about decade-defining sitcoms, including the iconic 
show “Seinfeld,” died February 27, 2025, at age 77,  surrounded 
by his wife and children. Although Glenn lived with a rare 
disease for 25 years, he never let it define him.

Glenn was born September 8, 1947 in Brooklyn and grew up 
in Farmingdale, New York. Glenn was a first-generation college 
student and the first from his high school to attend Harvard 
College. He wrote for The Harvard Crimson and expected a 
career in journalism. 

In 1968, Glenn married his high school girlfriend Eleanor 
Rimai and began reporting for Long Island’s Newsday.  After a year of being a reporter, he 
entered Harvard Law School and was on the Harvard Law Review. While in law school, Glenn 
wrote TV movie blurbs for the Boston Herald Traveler.

Upon graduation, Glenn moved to Los Angeles to join O’Melveny and Myers’ Entertainment 
Department. After a year of writing contracts for Norman Lear’s shows, Glenn was recruited 
by Alan Horn to serve as Lear’s in-house legal counsel. Glenn agreed on the condition that 
he be given an opportunity to work on the creative side of television. Glenn transitioned 
to television executive and went on to produce canonical comedy shows of the 1980s and 
1990s: “Diff ’rent Strokes,” “Who’s the Boss?,” “The Facts of Life” and “Married With Children.”  
Glenn co-founded Castle Rock Entertainment, and as President of Television, he developed 
“Seinfeld.” Glenn’s distinctive laugh can be heard in almost every episode.

Glenn was a family man in word and deed. He took care of their young children, Susan, 
Steven and Robert, while Eleanor attended UCLA Dental School. This was an uniquely 
egalitarian approach to marriage for that time. He drove carpools, cheered at all his childrens’ 
weekend games and organized Fun Family Outings,  “FFOs” (“fun” being a relative word, 
depending on which family member you ask). 

Glenn retired from full-time work in 2003 because of a rare illness, Erdheim Chester Disease.  
But he never let his chronic medical issues — including a kidney transplant made possible 
by his son Robert — diminish his zest for life. 

Glenn’s lifelong goal was to visit every USA National Park Service site.  At last count, he 
had visited 398 sites and recorded every visit with a stamp in his National Park Passport. He 
believed that he had to drag his reluctant family and friends along, but in truth, everyone 
enjoyed the adventure of seeing America through his eyes. Glenn’s love of our National Parks 
led him to serve on the board of the National Parks Conservation Association for many years.

Sunday poker with show tunes and Thursday trips to local casinos (and Gus’ Fried Chicken) 
were weekly favorites. Glenn organized yearly road trips with his poker friends, combining 
gambling, BBQ, National Parks and usually a visit to a local emergency room. He also loved 
baseball, rooting for the Angels but sharing season tickets to the Dodgers.  

Glenn was known to have a savant-like knowledge of classic movie trivia.  Watching 
black-and-white films with his dog at his feet was a favorite pastime. 

Padnick is survived by his wife Eleanor, daughter Susan (Chris Cohen), son Steven (Sara 
Hames), son Robert (Sarah Wick), six grandchildren, sisters Dale Braunschweig and Jill Martin, 
nieces and nephew and loving cousins and friends, and countless others who will truly 
appreciate Glenn whenever they hear his laugh.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in Glenn’s honor to the National 
Parks Conservation Association or the Erdheim Chester Global Alliance.

Nicholas Toland  Ryan 
April 21, 1949 - February 28, 2025

Nicholas T. Ryan of Princeton, New Jersey and Downey, 
California, the eldest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Francis Joseph 
Ryan of the Bronx, New York and Princeton, New Jersey, passed
away February 28, 2025. He is predeceased by his former
spouse, Michele M. Ryan of Princeton, New Jersey.  He leaves 
behind daughter Kelly K. Ryan of Princeton, New Jersey; son 
Richard T. Ryan of Princeton, New Jersey; granddaughter Alexa 
Trani of Princeton, New Jersey; grandson Nicolas Trani of Toms 
River, New Jersey; nephew Christopher D. Ryan of Princeton, 
New Jersey, currently Brookeville, Maryland and his spouse 
Rachel L. Ryan of Baltimore, Maryland, currently Brookeville, 
Maryland; grand nieces Katherine L. Ryan and Emma Lynn 
Ryan of Brookeville, Maryland; grand nephew Joshua D. Ryan 
of Brookeville, Maryland; and brother Geoffrey T. Ryan of 
Florida.  Mr. Ryan was a member of the Princeton High School 
Class of 1968.  He graduated from the Pacific University in 
Forest Grove, Oregon in 1972, and Wichita State University,
Kansas in 1979, and served in the United States Army from 
December 1976 – December 1979.  Mr. Ryan was a Physical 
Education and English teacher with the Los Angeles Unified 
School District in Los Angeles, California from 1987 to 2019.  
He retired in June of 2019. Additionally, Mr. Ryan worked for 
Cooper and Schafer Roofing and Sheetmetal Company in 
Princeton, New Jersey for a number of years.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to The Little Sisters of the Poor, 2100 
S. Western Avenue, San Pedro, California 90732.  A Funeral 
Mass will be on March 6, 2025, 8:45 am. at Saint Dominic Savio 
in Bellflower, with interment following at Riverside National 
Cemetery at 11:15 am.

Lawrence Joe Clement
June 16, 1939 - December 15, 2024

Larry was born in Santa Monica, California to Barbara
Stearns Clement and George Clement, graduated from 
Glendale Academy in 1957, La Sierra College in 1961, and 
he married Olga Zeiner in 1961. Their daughter Michelle 
was born shortly thereafter, and Larry started a series of jobs 
alternating between private investigator and claims adjuster 
that he would continue for the next 40 years. A lover of culture, 
he frequently dragged the family to art shows and museums.
Larry and Olga divorced in 1983, and he married his second 
wife, Bobbie Alley, in 1989. They then moved to Laguna Beach,
where Larry cultivated a collection of sports cars, which he 
loved to drive. Larry was a man of simple pleasures, and he 
was unendingly optimistic. Even in later years with health 
issues, he rarely referred to these and was instead interested 
in his stamp collection and things like the animals and cars 
in other people’s lives. Larry is survived by Bobbie, first wife 
Olga Clement, daughter Michelle Clement, nephews Jeff 
(Robin) Campbell and Rob Campbell and their children and 
grandchildren. He was preceded in passing by his mother 
(1999), father (1996), sister Marjorie LaFerriere (2022), and 
former brother-in-law Robert Campbell (2024). 

Susan Beth 

Feldman
June 1, 1961 - 

February 24, 2025

Susan “Sue” Feldman, PhD  
6/1/1961-2/24/2025  Sue was 
a highly intelligent, passion-
ate, independent, creative, 
and engaging soul. She al-
ways strived for excellence in 
all endeavors. She is survived 
by her siblings Nancy (Isaac), 
Gary (Sonny), Jeff (Susan); 5 
nieces and nephews; 3 great 
nieces and nephews; and 
many friends. We will miss 
her greatly.
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An on-duty Sacramento

County sheriff ’s deputy sur-

vived after overdosing on

fentanyl he had seized dur-

ing an arrest, a recently pub-

lished internal investigation

has revealed. 

The 2023 incident ini-

tially sparked alarm as offi-

cials believed he had col-

lapsed after being “exposed”

to fentanyl. The sheriff ’s

spokesperson alerted the

media, and some deputies

who had witnessed their col-

league’s near-death sought

therapy, according to the

468-page internal report.

Deputy Marvin Morales

was discovered unrespon-

sive on the floor of a sheriff ’s

station bathroom. Drug

paraphernalia was in the

pocket of his uniform.

Morales later told sher-

iff ’s officials that he had in-

gested the drug “with the in-

tent to commit suicide” be-

cause he had been suffering

from depression. The inves-

tigation would reveal, how-

ever, that this was not the

first time Morales had used

drugs he’d seized.

In the Oct. 24, 2023, inci-

dent that led to his overdose,

Morales conducted a “suspi-

cious subject stop” around

5:40 p.m. and found a tinfoil

bundle with methamphet-

amine in it sticking out of the

suspect’s pants. A labora-

tory test on the narcotics

would later identify the

seized drug as fentanyl, the

report states. 

Nearly three hours later,

Morales, who was on duty

and in full uniform, entered

the public lobby and rest-

room of the sheriff ’s Central

Division Station in south

Sacramento. The investiga-

tion found that Morales

smoked some of the meth-

amphetamine he’d seized

using a glass pipe “he ob-

tained at some point during

the course of his duties and a

torch lighter that had been

in his patrol vehicle.” 

Another deputy found

Morales unconscious on the

bathroom floor; a glass pipe

with burned residue was

nearby, the report states. Of-

ficers administered Narcan

in an effort to reverse the

overdose. Morales was

transported to a hospital for

further treatment and sur-

vived. 

Responding officers

found the tinfoil of metham-

phetamine that Morales had

seized earlier in a pants

pocket of his uniform. 

The investigation also

found that, on two separate

occasions in August, Mor-

ales had cited individuals for

misdemeanor possession of

drug paraphernalia, then

lied about how he disposed

of the items. 

In his routine crime re-

ports on each incident, Mor-

ales said he secured a glass

methamphetamine pipe

and “due to the fragile state

of the glass pipe and to avoid

breaking it, I took a photo-

graph of it with my depart-

ment-issued iPhone as I

would be using this photo-

graph as evidence,” and dis-

posed of the pipe at the sher-

iff ’s station.

In an internal interview,

the report says, Morales

confessed that he had lied in

one of the crime reports and

had taken the methamphet-

amine pipe home and

smoked the drug residue

from the pipe three or four

times over four months. 

Morales told officials he

did it because it “gave him

the ‘energy’ he needed to

write in-custody reports.”

Investigators challenged

Morales’ assertions, citing a

toxicology report of his

blood and hair samples as

evidence of chronic drug use. 

The report recom-

mended that Morales be ter-

minated, and the deputy

was informed of the results

on Jan. 4, 2024. Documents

show that Morales resigned

Feb. 2 that same year.

He voluntarily surren-

dered his peace officer certi-

fication this month, accord-

ing to the California Com-

mission on Peace Officer

Standards and Training.

Speaking of his col-

leagues who sought therapy

after he nearly died, Morales

said in an internal interview

that he wanted to “apologize

to them so bad, but I can’t.

I’m not that strong, bro.”

He went on to apologize

to his partner and the Sher-

iff ’s Office. 

“That’s why I did it in that

bathroom,” he said. “I didn’t

want the public to see me.” 

On-duty deputy
overdosed on seized
fentanyl, report says 
Former Sacramento
County lawman kept
drugs for his personal
use, investigators find.

By Karen Garcia

SACRAMENTO COUNTY Sheriff’s Deputy Marvin
Morales was hospitalized after suffering a fentanyl
overdose in a sheriff’s station bathroom in 2023.

Sacramento County Sheriff ’s Office

erates a 24-hour webcam

that monitors the eagles'

nest 145 feet up in a Jeffrey

pine above Big Bear Lake.

Pipping is when a baby

bird uses its beak to crack

open its shell, and a pip

watch is the online vigil and

hoopla surrounding that ac-

tivity.

In 2023, Jackie and Shad-

ow’s eggs were eaten by

ravens. And last winter also

held heartbreak. The pair

added a rare third egg to

their clutch in late January,

but the cold weather was se-

vere. At one point, a storm

kept Jackie on her nest for 62

hours straight, sometimes

completely covered in snow.

Low oxygen levels at high

altitude are one of the rea-

sons the Friends of Big Bear

Valley group suspects Jack-

ie’s three eggs failed to hatch

that year. 

MOM AND DAD Jackie and Shadow welcomed two
hatchlings on Monday night and Tuesday morning
after the first pip was captured over the weekend.

The Friends of Big Bear Valley

Eaglets finally get a
chance in Big Bear
[Eaglet, from B1]



SAVING MONEY was the key reason the State Bar
overhauled its exams and tried a new vendor. But last
month’s testing fiasco could be costly for the agency.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

Hershkowitz, chief of admis-
sions for the State Bar, wrote
to the agency’s Board of
Trustees in a staff memo, re-
ferring to the vendor. In-
stead, she wrote, staff rec-
ommend reverting to in-per-
son testing for the next
round of exams in July.

The State Bar’s 13-mem-
ber board is scheduled to
meet March 5 to decide on
plans for the July bar exam
and remedies for test takers
who faced problems.

In a statement Monday,
the State Bar said it is
“closely scrutinizing
whether Meazure Learning
met its contractual obliga-
tions” in administering the
February State Bar exam
and will be “actively working
with its psychometrician
and other stakeholders to
determine the full scope of
necessary remediation mea-
sures for February 2025 bar
exam test takers.” 

It is not yet clear exactly
how much this episode will
cost the State Bar.

The agency has not con-
ducted an updated fiscal
analysis, a spokesperson for
the agency said. “However,
given that the Board author-
ized expansive refunds for
February and free July ex-
ams for those February ap-
plicants who do not pass the
February exam or who with-
drew before the exam,” he
added, “we are unlikely to re-
alize any cost savings in
2025.”

Saving money was the
key reason the State Bar
overhauled its exams. Fac-
ing a budget deficit last year
of $22.2 million, the agency
decided to save money by
ditching the National Con-
ference of Bar Examiners’
Multistate Bar Examina-
tion, a system used by most
states, and switching to a
new system of in-person and
remote testing. It cut a deal
with test prep company
Kaplan Exam Services to
create test questions and
hired Meazure Learning to
administer the exam.

The result was a disaster
for many test takers: Some
reported they were kicked
off the online testing plat-
forms, experienced screens
that lagged and displayed
error messages, and had
proctors who could not an-
swer basic questions. Oth-
ers raised issues with the
multiple-choice test ques-
tions, complaining that they
consisted of nonsense ques-
tions, had typos and left out
important facts.

The State Bar said the
Committee of Bar Examin-
ers will discuss possible re-
medial measures, which
could include a discussion of
the Provisional Licensure
Program.

“The Board of Trustees
has expressed its support
for the PLP program in the
past,” most recently in a
proposal submitted to the
Supreme Court in 2023, it
said in a statement. “Only
the California Supreme
Court can authorize a new
provisional licensure pro-
gram or extension of the cur-
rent program.”

As the State Bar homed
in on the problems with
Meazure Learning, deans of
some of California’s top law
schools noted that the is-
sues were not confined to
the technology.

“While the State Bar has
focused on the issues caused
by the platform administra-
tor (Meazure), our gradu-
ates also reported typos and
errors in the new multiple-
choice questions that mir-
rored those we saw in the
practice questions pub-
lished this past fall, as well as
disruptive conditions at the
testing centers,” 17 deans of
California’s American Bar
Assn. accredited law schools
wrote Monday in a letter to
the California Supreme

Court.
The deans urged the Cali-

fornia Supreme Court to al-
low test takers who sat
through the exam and were
unsuccessful to obtain pro-
visional licenses under the
supervision of experienced
attorneys.

“Provisional licensure
would allow candidates with
offers of employment con-
tingent on bar passage to re-
tain them,” the deans wrote.
“It would give those who
have spent down savings or
taken out loans to study for
the bar examination the op-
portunity to earn the income
they may need to prepare for
another attempt.” 

The deans also urged the
state to go back to using the
Multistate Bar Exam multi-
ple-choice questions instead
of the Kaplan questions,
noting there was not enough
time to fully investigate and
solve the problems with the
technology and the multi-
ple-choice questions.

“We understand that the
initial departure from the
nationally used MBE was
prompted by budgetary con-
siderations caused in part
by the need to rent large
spaces for test-takers,” the
deans wrote. “The alterna-
tive exam has proven to cost
far more than initially antici-
pated, so the shift did not
solve the financial problem,
but likely exacerbated it
while creating many others.”

If the State Bar returned
to the Multistate Bar Exam
and California essays for the
July exam, the deans said,
they would offer spaces on
their campuses to the
agency at no cost.

Erwin Chemerinsky,
dean of UC Berkeley School
of Law, applauded the State
Bar staff for recommending
a return to in-person exams.

“Last week was a fiasco
and returning to in-person
makes total sense,” he told
The Times, adding that he
hoped the State Bar also
would reconsider Califor-
nia’s departing from na-
tional standards to work
with Kaplan. “The problem
is much larger than Meazure
Learning. It was the choice
to abandon the National
Conference of Bar Examin-
ers prepared tests for Kap-
lan.”

Last year, when the State
Bar announced a new $8.25-
million, five-year deal au-
thorizing test prep company
Kaplan Exam Services to
create multiple-choice, es-
say and performance test
questions, it promoted its
new exam system as saving
up to $3.8 million annually.

In September, the board
approved up to $4.1 million
for Meazure Learning to
carry out the February and
July 2025 exams. But Her-
shkowitz noted in the staff
memo that the State Bar
planned to seek additional
funding from the board for
Meazure to execute the July
exam.

The hybrid model with
Meazure was projected to
cost $3.9 million for the July
exam — about $1 million less
than the traditional in-per-

son model, Hershkowitz
noted in the memo. But “ac-
tual costs may be higher,”
she noted, “as we are antici-
pating increased numbers of
test takers due to the offer to
waive July exam costs for
many applicants.”

Switching the plan five
months ahead, Hershkowitz
also wrote, would create ad-
ditional challenges. “There
may be fewer locations for
applicants to select from, re-
sulting in higher costs for ap-
plicants who may have to
travel further from their lo-
cal community to take the
exam.”

About 1,066 of the 5,600
people who had registered
for the February exam with-
drew. About 67 applicants
who took the test were noti-
fied Friday that they were el-
igible for a March 18-19 re-
take. 

Michael Kaufman, the
dean of Santa Clara Uni-
versity School of Law, said
there was always a question
about whether the State
Bar’s shift away from the na-
tional system was a wise de-
cision.

“Another question is
whether it’s actually been re-
alized,” he said, noting that
last week’s fiasco could ulti-
mately cost the State Bar
more money rather than
less. “I think their efforts to
save money have gone by the
wayside.”

Law school deans, he
said, were motivated to work
with the state to come up
with new and fair ways to as-
sess aspiring attorneys’
competency.

“The time is now for a
productive, careful, mea-
sured conversation with de-
cision makers, including the
California Supreme Court,
so this doesn’t happen
again,” Kaufman said. “And
so that we can actually come
up together collaboratively
with a fair, reliable mecha-
nism for assessing compe-
tency to practice law in a way
that will serve the public in
the community and the cli-
ents. That’s the goal.”

Some test takers who
opted to take the exam re-
motely did not welcome a re-
turn to in-person testing.

Ray Hayden, who took
the test from Lake County,
Fla., said he refused to waste
his money traveling across
the country and finding ac-
commodation for several
nights. 

“What they really need to
do is to push through with
remote,” he said. “Find a bet-
ter provider that can actu-
ally handle the bandwidth.”

High court orders State Bar
to return to in-person testing
[Bar exam, from B1]
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The group said the order
ignores the “well-docu-
mented benefits of telework,
including higher produc-
tivity, improved employee
well-being, and cost savings
for the state” and will make it
more difficult to recruit at-
torneys.

“The governor’s order is
not aimed at improving
services — it’s about optics,”
Timothy O’Connor, presi-
dent of the group’s board of
directors, said in a state-

ment.
The societal shift back to

in-person work has been em-
braced by local officials, who
blame remote work policies
for the degradation of down-
town districts that have ex-
perienced restaurant and
business closures due to a
shortage of patrons. Sacra-
mento County has nearly
90,000 state workers, the
most in California, followed
by Los Angeles County with
20,000, according to data
from the state controller’s

office.
Newsom’s order also calls

for the state to “streamline
the hiring process for former
federal employees seeking
employment” to fill vacant
state disaster response and
emergency roles, including
in firefighting, forest man-
agement and weather fore-
casting. With the help of bil-
lionaire Elon Musk, Trump
is reducing the size of the
federal workforce and has
cut thousands of employees
from the payroll.

Newsom calls state workers
back in office 4 days a week 
[Office, from B1]

SACRAMENTO County has nearly 90,000 state workers, the most in the state,
followed by L.A. County with 20,000, data show. Above, the state Capitol. 

Jungho Kim For The Times

he El Monte City School District
invites responses from qualiied irms,

partnerships, or organizations to
enter Leasing, Designing, Permitting,
Constructing and Operating one (1)
double-sided LED digital billboard
sign. Questions may be submitted to
Terra Realty Advisors, Inc., Attention:
mhightower@tra-inc.net. Submissions

are due by 5/20/25 at 3:00 pm.

RFP Billboard Sign

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

All Rights Reserved.

G
e
t
th
e
fr
e
e
J
U
S
T
J
U
M
B
L
E
a
p
p
•
F
o
llo
w
u
s
o
n
T
w
it
te
r
@
P
la
y
J
u
m
b
le

KLECR

ARIYH

BPAUTE

SMTAOC

LASSO PANDA GUILTY HERMIT
Yesterday’s

Jumbles:

Answer: The carpenter was willing to pay a little more for

a hammer that would be — TOUGH AS NAILS

East Tennessee Land
Beautiful 21.2 acres with
mountain view. Country liv-
ing near the cities of King-
sport, Johnson City and Bris-
tol. Build your dream estate.
$685,000 Also 5 acre tracts
available.

Mike 423-921-
4317 Pp

WashingtonWine
Country

Visit DaytonLodge.com for
a wonderful tour. $799,000
Miles Miller (503) 887-6339
or DaytonLodge.com Pp

Out of State

Fully Furnished Home
2bd/2bth in 55+ commu-
nity. 1720 sq ft. Bright open
living spaces. $200,000. 209-
612-6957 Pp

HOMES FOR SALE

RIVERSIDE
COUNTY

FOR SALE

latimes.com/placead

To place an ad call 1.800.234.4444MARKETPLACE
JOBS · REAL ESTATE · MORE

Art Program Education Ad-
ministrator: AM Art Institute,
Inc. 880 Roosevelt Suite
#100 Irvine, CA 92620

Employment

Lost Title Application No:
2608593, Government of
Jamaica, Office of Titles,
Notice Pursuant to Sec-
tion 82 of the Registra-
tion of Titles Act (RTA).
Whereas the applicants
in the above stated ap-
plication have declared
that the following dupli-
cate Certificate of Title
has been lost, I hereby
give notice that I intend
to cancel the said Cer-
tificate of Title and issue
a new one in duplicate
fourteen days after the
last publication of this
advertisement. Volume:
083; Folio: 453; Place:
Walks Road, number One
Hundred and Thirtyfour
Brunswick Avenue, Span-
ish Town; Parish: St. Cath-
erine, Jamaica; Registered
proprietor(s): Dorothy
May Aitken and Alice
Tracey-Ann Falloon. The
following transactions
lodged with this applica-
tion will be registered
pursuant to section 81 of
the RTA: Application to
Note Death 2608587. L.
Dunbar, Deputy Registrar
of Titles.

Legal Notices

HOW TO PLACE AN AD

ADVERTISING POLICIES

For Los Angeles Times advertising terms

and conditions go to:

www.latimes.com/about/la-ads-terms-20181105-htmlstory.html

Self-service 24/7:

latimes.com/placead

Contact us by phone 24/7:

800-234-4444

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

Case Number (Numero del Caso): 20STCV15927

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
ABS Construction Group, Inc. Felix Hurtado Primo
Construction, Inc. Modern One Plastering, Inc. Borik
Jeovany Rosales Miranda Pyramid General Contractor
Mission City Glass, Inc. Robert Madrazo Anahita
Construction Alireza Haghighat Kypseli Construction
and Pools, Inc. Nader Kashani

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
K7, LLC, a California limited liability company;
DIANAFARAJOLLAHZADEH, LLC, a California Limited
LiabilityCompany

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal ServicesWeb Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

іAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y
direccion de la corte es):
Santa Monica Courthouse
1725 Main Street ,,
Santa Monica, CA 90401

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):
acob H. Zadeh, Esq.- JZ Law Group, P.C.
10880Wilshire Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90024
(310) 598-2813

Date: (Fecha) July 2, 2024

DavidW Slayton Clerk
(Secretario)

J. Hernandez Deputy
(Adjunto)

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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Good Sensitive peopleModerate Unhealthful for: All Not Available

South Coast Air Quality Management District forecasts air quality

Air quality

Today in Southern California Today in North America

5-day forecasts
High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone.

L.A. Basin Valleys Beaches Mountains Deserts

Surf and sea
POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO

California cities*

Tides

Almanac

UV index

Sun and moon

L.A. Outer Harbor, in feet.

County Height Period Direction Temp

Tuesday Downtown readings

Minutes to burn for sensitive people

Temperature Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura*

Today’s rise/set

March 22 March 29March 13March 6

Los Angeles Co. Orange Co. Ventura Co.

VENTURA CO.

LOS ANGELES CO.

RIVERSIDE CO.

SAN BERNARDINO CO.

SANTA
BARBARA CO.

SAN DIEGO CO.

ORANGE CO.

Santa
Barbara

Ventura

Oxnard

Ojai

Camarillo

Santa Paula

Westlake
Village Woodland

Hills

Santa Monica

Torrance

Long
Beach Newport

Beach

Santa Ana

Laguna
Beach San

Clemente

Mission Viejo

Irvine

Oceanside

Escondido

Poway

Ramona

San Diego

Temecula

Hemet Palm
Springs

Fullerton

Chino
Riverside

Ontario

Pomona/
Fairplex San Bernardino

Yucca Valley

Hesperia

Whittier
Hills

UCLA

Simi Valley
Chatsworth

Burbank Monrovia

Santa Clarita

L.A. Downtown

Key: Su sunny; Pc partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
foggy; Prcp precipitation; Dr drizzle; Hz hazy Sh
showers; Ts thunderstorms; R rain; Sn snow; Sf
snow flurries; I ice; Rs rain/snow; W windy; Tr
trace. Notes: National extremes exclude Alaska
and Hawaii. * - data estimated.
Tuesday’s readings as of 2 p.m.

U.S. cities

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky

World

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo

Sun 6:17a/5:53p 6:15a/5:52p 6:21a/5:57p
Moon 9:45a/none 9:44a/none 9:48a/none

P.M. rain 60/47

Warmer 67/44

Sunny 70/48

Sunny 69/49

P.M. rain 60/45

Sunny; cool 64/44

Sunny 72/46

Sunny 71/46

P.M. rain 61/48

Sunny 65/45

Sunny 65/46

Sunny 66/48

A p.m. shower 34/22

A flurry 37/12

Not as cold 44/19

Sunny 53/26

Showers 64/47

Sunny; cool 70/49

Warmer 80/52

Sunny 81/55

Rain; cooler Rain; cool A p.m. shower or two A little p.m. rainRain; cooler

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Today

Inner waters: Wind east 10-15 knots,
becoming south 10-20 knots in the
afternoon. Seas 3-5 feet. Swell west
4 feet and southwest 2 feet.

Surf zone: The potential for strong
and dangerous rip currents is mod-
erate at L.A. and Ventura county
beaches and low elsewhere.

Santa Barbara 1-3’ 7 sec W 54
Ventura 2-4’ 7 sec W 54
Los Angeles 2-4’ 8 sec W 55
Orange 1-3’ 9 sec SSW 55
San Diego 1-3’ 9 sec SSW 57

Today 12:24a 5.4 Hi 8:03a 0.3 Lo

2:45p 2.7 Hi 6:15p 2.3 Lo

Thu. 1:28a 5.2 Hi 9:48a 0.1 Lo

------ Hi ------ Lo

High/low 67/50 73/51 63/44
Normal high/low 69/51 70/50 66/46
High/low a year ago 67/49 64/47 63/46
Record high/date 94/1972 95/2012 83/1968
Record low/date 35/1976 40/2018 36/1976

24-hour total (as of 2 p.m.) 0.00 0.00 0.00
Season total (since Oct. 1) 5.52 2.98 4.24
Last season (Oct. 1 to date) 18.27 13.55 21.56
Season norm (Oct. 1 to date) 11.18 9.32 12.36
Humidity (high/low) 92/51 74/39 85/59

Precipitation Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura*

Las Vegas, 60
Los Angeles, 60

Phoenix, 45
San Francisco, 45

60/48 59/46 59/49 50/24 73/53

62/46
57/38

58/46

58/47

58/40

59/47

58/44
60/47

61/52

60/50

61/51

60/50

61/50

67/51

66/48

63/50

63/55

66/46

65/46
61/47

62/49

61/51

59/49 61/48
61/49

61/46

63/45

73/53

62/42

60/48
60/50

58/4658/44

57/43

59/48 62/48

64/38

61/46
60/46 64/44

64/41

Forecasts by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2025

High 94 in McAllen, Texas Low –12 in Presque Isle, Maine

Tuesday* Today Tuesday* Today

Albany 48 22 -- 54 48 R
Albuquerque 59 33 -- 64 44 Su
Anchorage 41 29 -- 41 34 R
Aspen 34 25 .23 42 30 Pc
Atlanta 71 44 -- 60 36 W
Austin 78 54 .22 72 40 Su
Baltimore 63 28 -- 57 45 R
Boise 54 32 .01 53 34 Pc
Boston 50 28 Tr 53 50 Cy
Bufalo 56 29 .02 57 34 R
Burlington, Vt. 41 21 .07 52 47 R
Charleston, S.C. 72 41 .04 72 45 Ts
Charlotte 67 36 Tr 71 38 Ts
Chicago 48 43 .49 51 25 R
Cincinnati 67 39 .01 54 28 Sh
Cleveland 63 36 .02 60 29 R
Columbia, S.C. 71 32 Tr 73 40 Ts
Columbus 66 38 -- 59 29 R
Dallas/Ft.Worth 68 50 .56 61 41 Su
Denver 46 33 .16 51 30 Pc
Detroit 50 32 .15 58 28 Ts
El Paso 64 44 -- 73 51 Su
Eugene 56 42 .12 55 36 Cy
Fort Myers 83 62 .04 82 63 Ts
Hartford 51 23 -- 55 50 R
Honolulu 82 76 .02 85 73 Sh
Houston 78 70 .48 71 45 Su
Indianapolis 65 41 .08 52 26 Sn
Jacksonville, Fla. 77 47 .02 77 48 Ts
Kansas City 54 53 .66 38 24 W
Knoxville 68 32 -- 63 34 Sh
Las Vegas 68 47 -- 67 49 Cy
Louisville 69 45 .09 56 32 Sh
Medford 54 42 .03 54 38 Sh
Memphis 64 57 .27 47 32 W
Miami 80 71 .06 84 65 Pc
Milwaukee 51 34 .25 47 24 Sn
Minneapolis 45 42 .15 34 20 Sn
Nashville 72 47 .15 56 33 W
New Orleans 75 61 .11 69 47 Su
New York 52 34 -- 55 50 R
Norfolk 68 34 Tr 67 49 Ts
Oklahoma City 61 48 .86 54 32 Su
Omaha 58 50 .53 35 20 W
Orlando 78 59 .02 84 54 Ts
Philadelphia 62 29 -- 59 47 R
Phoenix 70 49 -- 77 58 Pc
Pittsburgh 67 37 Tr 64 32 R
Portland, Ore. 57 45 .14 56 37 Cy
Providence 48 21 .00 53 48 R
Raleigh/Durham 67 36 -- 70 43 Ts
Reno 54 33 -- 47 33 R
Richmond 64 33 -- 64 44 Ts
St. Louis 63 55 .33 42 27 Sn
Salt Lake City 54 39 -- 54 41 Pc

Acapulco 85 73 -- 86 70 Su
Amsterdam 52 27 .01 55 35 Hz
Athens 57 46 -- 61 46 Su
Bangkok 97 82 -- 100 80 Su
Barcelona 61 52 -- 61 53 W
Berlin 56 28 -- 59 33 Su
Cabo San Lucas 82 57 -- 83 62 Su
Cairo 71 55 -- 70 54 Cy
Dubai 86 64 -- 83 71 Hz
Dublin 50 37 -- 56 41 Cy
Havana 84 60 -- 87 66 Sh
Ho Chi Minh City 91 79 -- 94 79 Cy
Hong Kong 76 69 .06 73 59 Sh
Istanbul 48 41 .02 53 38 Su
Jerusalem 61 47 -- 58 46 Sh
Johannesburg 76 59 .16 79 58 Ts
Kuala Lumpur 89 76 .23 93 75 R
Lima 79 70 -- 80 70 Pc
London 55 30 -- 58 36 Su
Madrid 59 45 .47 58 47 Sh
Mecca 82 71 .17 90 73 Ts
Mexico City 82 55 -- 83 52 Su
Montreal 37 19 .21 43 40 R
Moscow 37 31 .39 38 35 Cy
Mumbai 99 75 -- 97 77 Hz
New Delhi 79 64 -- 76 53 Su
Paris 57 34 -- 60 36 Su
Prague 54 28 -- 57 30 Su
Rome 59 39 -- 62 39 Su
Seoul 39 32 .14 48 24 Cy
Singapore 90 77 .04 88 77 Ts
Taipei City 70 61 .65 69 60 Sh
Tokyo 41 37 .80 51 47 R
Vancouver 50 45 .13 50 36 Pc
Vienna 58 25 -- 57 32 Su

Seattle 48 41 .17 53 39 Cy
Tampa 81 64 -- 76 57 Ts
Tucson 68 41 -- 80 56 Su
Tulsa 62 52 2.25 53 30 W
Washington, D.C. 64 36 -- 62 47 Ts
Wichita 57 52 .21 50 28 W

TUESDAY’S EXTREMES AS OF 2 P.M. FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES

Anaheim 68 47 -- 62 48 62 47
Avalon/Catalina 57 48 -- 54 42 50 43
Bakersfield 66 47 -- 57 43 53 44
Barstow 69 44 -- 67 46 59 41
Big Bear Lake 50 28 -- 50 24 34 22
Bishop 64 38 -- 54 34 52 30
Burbank 67 46 -- 59 48 58 45
Camarillo 63 46 -- 59 47 63 41
Chatsworth 69 45 -- 58 46 59 45
Chino 69 44 -- 61 46 60 44
Compton 65 50 -- 62 51 63 47
Dana Point 63 48 -- 60 50 59 48
Death Valley 77 54 -- 68 57 67 56
Del Mar 63 49 -- 59 53 57 47
Escondido 70 43 -- 66 48 58 41
Eureka 53 41 .13 53 40 53 38
Fallbrook 67 44 -- 64 48 59 40
Fresno 65 47 -- 56 43 57 41
Fullerton 69 50 -- 61 49 63 45
Hemet 67 41 -- 63 45 55 38
Hesperia 64 44 -- 62 37 53 34
Huntington Beach 64 50 -- 61 51 62 50
Idyllwild 55 39 -- 53 33 38 31
Irvine 67 48 -- 62 49 62 48

L.A. D’ntown/USC 66 47 -- 60 48 60 47
L.A. Int’l. Airport 63 50 -- 59 51 60 47
Laguna Beach 59 49 -- 60 50 60 49
Lancaster 67 41 -- 56 40 53 37
Long Beach 65 50 -- 60 50 62 48
Mammoth Lakes 47 27 -- 39 22 31 13
Mission Viejo 67 46 -- 61 47 60 44
Monrovia 66 47 -- 62 48 61 43
Monterey 60 48 -- 55 46 54 43
Mt. Wilson 55 38 -- 45 27 33 28
Needles 74 50 -- 76 55 70 46
Newport Beach 62 50 -- 61 51 62 50
Northridge 68 46 -- 60 46 61 46
Oakland 56 50 Tr 56 45 58 42
Oceanside 70 46 Tr 67 51 62 44
Ojai 65 43 -- 57 38 57 36
Ontario 67 47 -- 60 46 59 44
Palm Springs 77 53 -- 73 53 64 47
Pasadena 66 46 -- 61 47 60 44
Paso Robles 65 44 -- 58 39 57 33
Redding 57 39 Tr 61 41 62 38
Riverside 64 41 -- 62 42 55 40
Sacramento 61 45 -- 58 42 57 38
San Bernardino 66 45 -- 64 44 58 41

San Diego 63 51 -- 63 55 62 51
San Francisco 57 50 Tr 56 47 57 44
San Gabriel 68 48 -- 61 47 63 44
San Jose 64 50 -- 58 45 61 42
San Luis Obispo 66 49 -- 58 46 58 41
Santa Ana 66 50 -- 61 51 62 49
Santa Barbara 64 48 -- 62 46 61 44
Santa Clarita 68 42 -- 57 43 57 43
Santa Monica Pier 64 48 -- 59 49 61 48
Santa Paula 64 45 -- 58 40 59 37
Santa Rosa 56 46 Tr 61 39 62 35
Simi Valley 66 44 -- 58 44 59 40
Tahoe Valley 44 31 -- 40 24 33 17
Temecula 67 42 -- 65 46 57 40
Thousand Oaks 63 44 -- 59 44 60 38
Torrance 64 50 -- 61 52 62 50
UCLA 63 48 -- 60 50 61 48
Van Nuys 68 47 -- 59 46 61 45
Ventura 62 47 -- 58 46 59 43
Whittier Hills 67 48 -- 61 48 63 45
Woodland Hills 70 46 -- 60 47 63 45
Wrightwood 54 42 -- 53 29 42 27
Yorba Linda 68 45 -- 60 47 60 44
Yosemite Valley 52 37 Tr 47 29 41 19

Tue.* Today Thu. Tue.* Today Thu.Tue.* Today Thu.

Rain returns: An eastward-moving trough coming from the Pacific will bring wet weather Wednesday with

rain advancing from northwest to southeast, reaching southern L.A. County toward noon. After a lull Wednes-

day night into Thursday morning, a storm dropping southward will send another round of rain with low snow

levels across the region during the afternoon into the night.

Snow, rain and severe thunderstorms: A storm center moving toward

the Great Lakes region will bring strong winds to a large part of the

eastern half of the country. Snow will fall to the northwest of the low,

while rain and locally severe thunderstorms push to the east.

With another 30-point

performance — her fourth,

incredibly, in five tries

against UCLA — JuJu

Watkins once again proved

that she is the best player in

college basketball. On Sat-

urday night, a raucous

crowd at Pauley Pavilion

roared at her, praying she

made a mistake, but

Watkins still delivered as

she always does, as USC

secured its first conference

title since 1994.

No other team in the

upcoming women’s NCAA

tournament will have a

weapon quite like her. Her

ability to get a bucket at

every level, whether or not

the defense is draped all

over her, is unmatched in

the sport. If USC is going to

make a Final Four run, it will

undoubtedly require

Watkins at her best. Hard-

hitting analysis, I know.

But Watkins alone won’t

be enough. Not over the

course of an entire tourna-

ment. That’s not news to

Lindsay Gottlieb, USC’s

coach, who has been sug-

gesting as much for months.

A resounding win over

UCLA on Saturday, one that

should also lock up a No. 1

seed, would only make that

point more clear.

“It literally took every

single person,” Gottlieb

said.

Watkins and Kiki Iriafen,

of course, will always lead

the way. They’ve figured out

how to better play off of each

other, and both just happen

to be playing their best

basketball at the right time.

“These two are unguard-

able,” Gottlieb said. “We just

know there’s no matchups

for them.”

And when opposing

teams have to overcompen-

sate for either of the Trojans

stars, as they so often do,

USC has a full complement

of other weapons that Gott-

lieb trusts to meet the mo-

ment. When all those mov-

ing parts are in concert, the

Trojans can’t be touched.

That’s what happened

Saturday.

Senior Rayah Marshall

has been a steadying force

on both ends, filling in wher-

ever she’s needed. Avery

Howell is always flying open

off screens at the arc and

has been USC’s best shooter

from deep (40%), making

her role vital come tourna-

ment time. Kennedy Smith

is a lockdown perimeter

defender and a decent

shooter from deep, whose

contributions could be

critical in the coming weeks.

Kayleigh Heckel has been a

spark plug off the bench.

Even Clarice Akunwafo,

who averaged fewer than 10

minutes per game this

season, has become an

important part of the equa-

tion. She once again helped

shut down UCLA star Lau-

ren Betts, limiting her to 11

points on Saturday.

All of them will have to

show up for USC to avoid

the same fate that befell the

Trojans last season.

Watkins scored 29 then as a

freshman in her first March

run, but USC still lost to

Connecticut.

This team is more tal-

ented, and deeper, than that

one. But anything can hap-

pen in the tournament.

Fortunately for USC, it has

plenty of options to count

on. One of which just hap-

pens to be the best in the

sport.

Extra points
8 The USC men are

tiptoeing along the cutline
of the Big Ten tournament.
Will they find their way to
Indianapolis? As of now, the

Trojans and their 6-12

record in the conference

would sneak into the tour-

nament as the No. 15 seed,

by virtue of their head-to-

head win over Iowa in Janu-

ary. But that could change

in a hurry if USC can’t take

care of business against

Washington on Wednesday.

The Huskies are the worst

team in the Big Ten, and the

Trojans shouldbeat them in

spite of their five-game

losing streak. But in the

case that they can’t, USC

would suddenly be pretty

vulnerable. Iowa, also at

6-12, has two tough games

remaining — at home

against Michigan State and

on the road at Nebraska.

And USC could always win

at Pauley Pavilion to lock in

its spot. But my guess is

Eric Musselman would

prefer to limit that suspense

heading into the season

finale against UCLA.

8Wesley Yates III says
he’s “locked in” with USC.
Keeping it that way will be
goal No. 1 for Musselman
this offseason. The redshirt

freshman has been a consis-

tent bright spot since enter-

ing the starting lineup in

December, and he’s really

rounded into form over the

last month. That hasn’t

translated to success for the

Trojans, but Yates is aver-

aging 20 points per game

during USC’s disheartening

stretch of seven losses in

eight games. USC must

keep him at all costs. To be

clear, Yates suggested last

week that there’s no reason

to worry about him leaving,

and it surely helps that his

cousin, Quincy Pondexter, is

a USC assistant coach. But

this is the transfer portal

era, and things change.

Musselman can’t afford to

let that be the case with

Yates, who could legiti-

mately develop into a first-

round pick someday.

8USC had three players
at the combine this week.
Cornerback Jaylin Smith

ran a decent 4.45-second

40-yard dash after clocking

in as the fastest player on

the field at February’s Sen-

ior Bowl, but his 10-yard

split (1.60) was tied for slow-

est among cornerbacks.

Woody Marks probably

didn’t help or hurt his stock

with a 4.54 in the 40, but his

shuttle time of 4.24 seconds

ranked second among run-

ning backs. For offensive

lineman Jonah Monheim,

measurements might be the

biggest concern coming out

of the combine. His arm

length (301⁄8 inches) mea-

sured the shortest of any

linemen in Indianapolis. His

hands (91⁄4 inches) were

third-smallest at the posi-

tion. Those measurables are

less important on the interi-

or, which is where Monheim

will play at the next level.

I’m a believer in Monheim’s

potential to stick with an

NFL team as a versatile

interior option. But for

some organizations, the

length of his arms and the

size of his hands might be

seen as a concern.

8USC is adding a veter-
an voice to its offensive
staff. John McDonell is

joining USC as an offensive

analyst after last working on

Lousiana State’s staff in

2023. McDonell brings a ton

of experience — over 35

years — primarily along the

offensive line, where USC

desperately needs to make

progress in development

this offseason. That picture

already looked different

ahead of next season: Zach

Hanson was moved from

tight ends coach to the

offensive line in January.

Did you enjoy reading this

excerpt of The Times of

Troy newsletter? Visit

latimes.com/newsletters to

sign up to receive a copy in

your inbox every Monday

morning. 

ANALYSIS

Trojans will need everyone in order to march on 
By Ryan Kartje

JuJu WATKINS, center, has a strong supporting cast that will be crucial for an NCAA tournament run.
Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times
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USC could become — and
would provide the resources
to make it happen.

Those factors weren’t al-
ways in his full control at No-
tre Dame.

“I knew I was coming to
USC when, in an hour’s time
span, I spoke to Jen and Lin-
coln and had voiced my aspi-
rations and what I believe
college football is going to be
and how aggressive I’d like to
be in that new era,” Bowden
said. “They shared a lot of
the same thoughts as I did.”

“That’s a huge reason as
to why I chose to leave a
great situation. Because I
felt like this was better.”

His arrival at USC has
since been heralded as one of
the biggest moves of the col-
lege football offseason to
date. But while Cohen and
Riley have raved about their
new general manager, no
one seems happier about
these new circumstances
than Bowden.

Every morning, he says,
he looks into his closet
stocked with cardinal and
gold apparel and has to
pinch himself.

“I always felt like USC
was the sleeping giant of col-
lege football,” Bowden said,
“and I remember thinking if
I ever got that opportunity,
deep down, I’d want to take
it because I know what this
place can do.”

He’s been thrilled with
Cohen, whom he called both

“a friggin’ animal” and the
“best [athletic director] in
the country.” He’s overjoyed
with Riley, whom he says
“can do it all,” including
grilling up a mean balsamic
steak, one Bowden was still
thinking about weeks later.

Where there were con-
cerns in the past about USC
having enough resources to
compete with other blue
bloods, Bowden says he has
no such worry.

USC “won’t be slowed
down” by the new era of reve-
nue sharing, he assured.
And its NIL approach would
be among “the most aggres-
sive” in the country.

“USC has everything,” he
says. “There’s not one thing
that this place doesn’t have.”

What it lacked was a vi-
sion — and the necessary in-
frastructure — to keep up in
the incoming era of revenue-
sharing in college football.
But since Bowden’s arrival,
USC has put a tremendous
amount of trust in its new
general manager to fill in
those blanks.

That’s led naturally to
questions about the dynam-
ics around the new general
manager role. Bowden tech-
nically reports to both Riley
andCohen. But he shrugged
off any suggestion of a poten-
tial “power struggle”.

“We’re all in this to-
gether,” Bowden said. “I’ve
always viewed it that way.”

Already, the plans Bow-
den laid out in those calls

with Cohen and Riley are
starting to come to fruition.
Bowden has stocked the
front office with rising star
personnel staffers that he
worked with at both Notre
Dame and Cincinnati, three
of whom — Dre Brown, Max
Stienecker and Weston
Zernechel — Bowden said
were general managers in
their own right.

The focus since has al-
most entirely been on the re-

cruiting trail, where in re-
cent years, Riley has spent a
lot of time chasing big-time
prospects outside of the
state, many of whom ended
up flipping to local schools
late in the process. 

But that approach has
been scrapped since Bow-
den’s arrival, as USC now
plans to focus most of its ef-
fort on recruiting Southern
California.

“Back when national

championships were won
here, when Rose Bowls were
won here, you know, you look
back at Pete Carroll’s classes
— ’02, ‘’03, ’04 — over 80% of
the recruiting classes were
from the state of California,”
Bowden said. “History re-
peats itself. It always does.
And if you look into the fine
details of how programs are
built and how the place was
built and when success had
happened, that was a key

part of USC being on top. My
plans and my vision is to
bring that back and take
care of the state.”

It’s an important time to
start seriously recruiting the
state, considering the
wealth of talent in the 2026
class. Bowden said he be-
lieves it’s “the best class that
California has had in two
decades.”

With that in mind, he has
spent the better part of the
past 30 days dropping by lo-
cal high schools and meeting
with the sport’s local power-
brokers. He prefers to say
he’s “enhancing” those local
ties, rather than “restoring”
them; though, it’s clear in re-
cent years that they’d faded.

“We’re going to take care
of those people and they’re
going to know that we’re
here,” Bowden said. “That’s
not done over one call.
That’s not a text message ev-
ery day. It’s done through
consistent communication
and action.”

A new general manager
and new vision won’t change
a program overnight on
their own either. But as Bow-
den sees it, USC is “a lot
closer than people think.”

As for the remaining dis-
tance? Bowden seems con-
tent to carry USC himself.

“I’m gonna give every
ounce of me to whatever is
necessary for USC to win,”
Bowden said. “Whatever this
place needs, I’m gonna do
it.”

Trojans’ Bowden will take aggressive approach in NIL era 
[Bowden, from B10]

LINCOLN RILEY’S out-of-state recruiting focus is changing under his new GM. 

Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

“My buddy, Scott Van
Pelt, likes having us on ‘Bad
Beats,’ ” UCLA coach Mick
Cronin cracked in one cor-
ner of Welsh-Ryan Arena, al-
luding to the ESPN segment
devoted to epic meltdowns
that lead to betting losses.
“So I’m trying to get on that
show.”

Cronin could joke about
the circumstances given the
way things turned out. His
Bruins shrugged off their
self-inflicted misfortune to
hold on for a 73-69 victory af-
ter another breathless fin-
ish.

The critical sequence
came after Northwestern
fouled UCLA’s Skyy Clark,
who made one of two free
throws to extend his team’s
advantage to two points
with 21 seconds remaining.

Wildcats forward Nick
Martinelli drove toward the
basket before losing the ball
as he tried to squeeze be-
tween William Kyle III and
Eric Dailey Jr., the crowd
screaming for a foul that ne-
ver came. Instead, Kyle
grabbed the ball and passed
to Kobe Johnson, whose out-
let pass to Dailey left the
Wildcats no choice but to in-
tentionally foul him with 8.4
seconds left.

Dailey made both free
throws and the Bruins (21-9
overall, 12-7 Big Ten) pre-
vailed on a night that it
looked as if Aday Mara was
going to be the big story.

Entering the game after
Bilodeau picked up his third
foul early in the second half,
Mara changed everything.
In a savvy move, Mara’s
teammates repeatedly got
him the ball near the basket,
leading to five consecutive
points on a layup, a jump
hook and a free throw after
the 7-foot-3 sophomore was
hacked as a result of the
Wildcats being unable to
stop him any other way.

“The times they looked at
me and they passed me the
ball,” Mara said of his team-
mates, “it was easy because I
was under the rim. Just turn
and score, get fouled, you
know?”

At first, a few pockets of
UCLA fans showed their ap-
preciation for the big man.

Then nearly the entire

crowd did.
Fans of both teams un-

leashed audible astonish-
ment when Mara threw
down his second dunk.

“When you see a 7-3 guy
do that,” Bilodeau said of the
murmurs, “it’s great.”

Mara went on to log a
double-double in only 16
minutes, finishing with 11
points, 10 rebounds and
three blocks while making
his latest case for more
playing time.

“When he’s in there, he’s
the best offensive player we
have,” Cronin said, noting
that Mara needed to contin-
ue to work on his
conditioning because he was
exhausted by the time he left
the game. “You can’t stop
him one on one and he’s our
best passer, so get it to him
close to the rim and let him
do his thing.”

Bilodeau (19 points) sus-
tained his team’s momen-
tum when he returned, grab-
bing an offensive rebound
that led to a jump hook. It
was a theme for the Bruins,
who grabbed 13 offensive re-
bounds and outrebounded
Northwestern (16-14, 7-12) by
14. A change in how the Bru-

ins defended the pick and
roll by better containing the
ballhandler helped hold the
Wildcats to a point-a-minute
pace until the final two min-
utes.

That’s when the Bruins,
leading 68-54, started run-
ning a basketball version of
the fade route.

Among the lowlights
were two bad passes by
point guard Dylan Andrews
that became turnovers, a
Clark shot that was blocked
— leading to a dunk at the
other end — and a missed
front end of a one-and-one
free-throw situation by An-
drews.

UCLA was still ahead by
three points when the Wild-
cats converged on Bilodeau,
who later told Cronin he was
trying to heed his advice to
call a timeout. Instead, he
was called for traveling.

Cronin blamed himself
for his players’ failures in the
final minutes.

“I think it’s on me — I’ve
got to coach them better, at
the end of the day,” Cronin
said. “You’ve got to get the
ball in, you’ve got to be
strong with the ball. It was
our possession and we had
three timeouts, so you have
no reason to be in a hurry —
just keep calling a timeout or
take the jump ball and they
don’t do it. I’ve got to coach
them better.”

Cronin was reflective
afterward, saying his team
hasn’t played hard enough
defensively for stretches of
Big Ten play. With only the
crosstown rivalry game left
before the conference tour-
nament, Cronin knows that
has to change if UCLA wants
to get to where it wants to go
this month.

“We haven’t been consis-
tent and that’s on me, that’s
totally on me,” Cronin said.
“It’s my job to try to get us
there because if not, we’re
going home — everybody
that’s not is going home
early.”

They were happy to be
headed home late Monday,
their bus ride to the airport
pushing midnight but not
their patience after they
made the plays they needed.

“Every game, you gotta
win by one point,” Mara said
with a smile, “so it’s fun.”

DYLAN ANDREWS dribbles past Northwestern’s K.J. Windham during the
second half of Monday night’s game at Welsh-Ryan Arena in Evanston, Ill.

Geoff Stellfox Getty Images

[UCLA, from B10] MONDAY’S MEN’S BOX

UCLA 73, NORTHWESTERN 69

UCLA

Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Bilodeau ...........24 8-14 2-2 2-3 2 4 19

Andrews............30 2-7 0-1 0-2 3 0 4

Clark ................25 3-9 3-4 1-4 7 0 10

Johnson ............31 2-4 0-0 2-7 3 2 5

Dailey ...............24 3-6 4-4 1-6 1 3 12

Mack................22 2-6 0-0 1-5 2 2 5

Mara ................16 5-8 1-3 6-10 1 1 11

Stefanovic .........15 2-3 2-2 0-1 0 2 7

Kyle ...................7 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 1 0

Perry ..................6 0-1 0-0 0-0 0 1 0

Totals 27-58 12-16 13-38 19 16 73

Shooting: Field goals, 46.6%; free throws, 75.0%
Three-point goals: 7-23 (Dailey 2-3, Mack 1-1, Stef-

anovic 1-2, Johnson 1-3, Bilodeau 1-5, Clark 1-5, Perry
0-1, Andrews 0-3). Team Rebounds: 0. Team Turnovers:
None. Blocked Shots: 6 (Mara 3, Andrews, Clark, John-
son). Turnovers: 12 (Andrews 4, Bilodeau 3, Clark 2,
Johnson, Mara, Stefanovic). Steals: 6 (Clark 2, Johnson
2, Bilodeau, Kyle). 

NORTHWESTERN

Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Martinelli...........39 6-13 8-10 2-6 3 2 20

Nicholson..........31 3-5 0-0 2-3 1 3 6

Berry ................35 7-13 4-4 0-7 2 4 22

Clayton .............21 0-3 0-0 0-6 7 2 0

Mullins .............34 2-4 0-0 0-0 2 0 5

Windham ..........28 4-11 0-0 0-2 2 2 10

Fitzmorris ............8 3-4 0-0 0-0 0 3 6

Ciaravino.............4 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

Totals 25-53 12-14 4-24 17 16 69

Shooting: Field goals, 47.2%; free throws, 85.7%
Three-point goals: 7-19 (Berry 4-9, Windham 2-5,

Mullins 1-1, Clayton 0-2, Martinelli 0-2). Team Re-
bounds: 0. Team Turnovers: None. Blocked Shots: 3
(Nicholson 2, Windham). Turnovers: 8 (Berry 2, Mullins
2, Clayton, Martinelli, Nicholson, Windham). Steals: 6
(Berry 3, Clayton, Martinelli, Windham). 

UCLA 34 39— 73

Northwestern 35 34— 69

A—6,099 (8,117).

After a stellar season that
included a Big Ten regular-
season championship, USC
guard JuJu Watkins has
been named Big Ten player
of the year and the Trojans’
Lindsay Gottlieb earned
coach of the year honors in a
vote by league coaches and
media members.

USC posted a 17-1 run
through the Big Ten, with its
wins coming by an average
margin of 17 points. The Tro-
jans capped that run with a
rout of rival UCLA on Sat-
urday to capture the Big Ten
conference crown, marking
the first time the Trojans
have won a regular-season
league title in 31 years.

Watkins was central to
that dominance, establish-
ing herself as one of college
basketball’s preeminent
stars. Watkins actually aver-
aged fewer points (24.4) and
rebounds (6.7) as a sopho-
more than she did as a fresh-
man, but her efficiency on
the floor improved signifi-
cantly. She shot better from
both inside the arc — up
from 40% to 43% — and out-
side — up from 32% to 34%.
She averaged fewer turn-
overs and more assists,
while also averaging more
blocks per game (two) than
all but one other guard in
college basketball.

In the process, Watkins
became one of the fastest in
women’s basketball history
to pass the 1,000-point mark,
outpacing former Iowa star
Caitlin Clark, who won the
previous three Big Ten play-
er of the year awards.

For Gottlieb, the Trojans’
run this season marked the
culmination of a four-year
rebuild that began in 2021,
when she inherited a pro-
gram that hadn’t won an
NCAA tournament game

during the previous 15 years.
USC finished 12-16 in her first
season but hasn’t missed
the NCAA tournament
since.

This season, Gottlieb
brought in a star-studded
class of transfers and top
recruits to surround
Watkins, and the revamped
Trojans responded with a
27-2 regular season. USC’s
two losses were tied for its
fewest ever in the regular
season, a mark matched
only by the 1982-83 Trojans,
who won the national title
and are widely considered to
be one of the best women’s
college teams of all time.

Three of USC’s other four
starters earned Big Ten hon-
ors.

Kiki Iriafen, who trans-
ferred to USC from Stanford
last spring to team with
Watkins, joined her on the
All-Big Ten first team after a
season in which she aver-
aged 18.1 points and 8.3 re-
bounds per game.

Watkins and senior
Rayah Marshall were named
to the Big Ten’s all-defensive
team, and freshman Ken-
nedy Smith earned all-fresh-
man team honors. Marshall
and Smith also earned All-
Big Ten honorable men-
tions.

UCLA center Lauren
Betts earned Big Ten defen-
sive player of the year honors
and was named to the Big
Ten all-defensive team, and
fellow Bruin Janiah Barker
earned Big Ten sixth person
of the year. 

Freshman of the year was
the only major Big Ten
award that didn’t go to a
Southern California team,
with Ohio State’s Jaloni
Cambridge and Michigan’s
Olivia Olson splitting the
honors.

Betts joined UCLA’s Kiki
Rice on the All-Big Ten first
team. UCLA’s Londynn
Jones earned league hon-
orable mention honors. 

USC will need three con-
secutive wins in Indianapo-
lis to add Big Ten tourna-
ment champions to its list of
accomplishments. 

USC’s Watkins,
Gottlieb earn
Big Ten awards
Star guard is voted
player of the year and
coach also wins top
honor in conference.

By Ryan Kartje

COACH Lindsay Gottlieb, center, hugs Trojans guard
Malia Samuels after Saturday’s victory over UCLA.

Mark J. Terrill Associated Press

The Rams have agreed to
trade offensive lineman
Jonah Jackson to the Chi-
cago Bears, a person with
knowledge of the situation
said Tuesday.

The Rams will receive a
2025 sixth-round pick for
Jackson, and the Bears will
absorb Jackson’s salary, said
the person, who requested
anonymity because the deal
has not been finalized. The
trade cannot be finalized un-
til after the new league year
starts March 12.

Jackson’s tenure with the
Rams lasted one injury-
plagued season. He played
in only four games.

In March 2024, the Rams
gave Jackson a three-year
contract that included $34
million in guarantees, ac-
cording to Overthecap.com.
Jackson, 28, was scheduled
to earn $9 million next sea-
son, which would have be-
come guaranteed if he was
on the roster March 15, ac-
cording to the website.

After signing Jackson,
the Rams initially planned
to move Steve Avila from left
guard to center, and to have
Jackson, a Pro Bowl selec-
tion in 2021 with the Detroit
Lions, play left guard.

But Jackson did not par-
ticipate in offseason work-
outs while recovering from
knee surgery. He suffered a
shoulder injury early in
training camp, and when he
returned to practice, coach
Sean McVay moved Avila
back to left guard and Jack-
son played center.

But Jackson aggravated
the shoulder injury in the
second game, and he was on
injured reserve for six
games. He returned to start
in a Week 10 loss to the Miami
Dolphins but did not play in
seven of the final eight
games.

In late February, the
Rams gave Jackson’s repre-
sentatives permission to ex-
plore a trade.

Rams
trading
offensive
lineman
After just four games
in L.A., Jonah Jackson
is heading to Chicago
for a sixth-round pick.

By Gary Klein

JONAH JACKSON has
been plagued by injuries.

Terrance Williams AP

Bruins living dangerously
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WESTERN CONFERENCE
Pacific W L OL Pts GF GA

Vegas 36 18 6 78 199 166

Edmonton 35 21 4 74 195 174

KINGS 31 20 8 70 167 159

Calgary 28 23 9 65 155 176

Vancouver 27 22 11 65 165 184

DUCKS 26 26 7 59 154 183

Seattle 26 31 4 56 180 198

San Jose 16 37 9 41 160 232

Central W L OL Pts GF GA

Winnipeg 42 15 4 88 214 143

Dallas 39 19 2 80 206 155

Minnesota 35 22 4 74 173 176

Colorado 35 24 2 72 198 182

St. Louis 29 27 6 64 179 187

Utah 27 25 9 63 172 181

Nashville 21 32 7 49 153 201

Chicago 19 35 7 45 169 214

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Metropolitan W L OL Pts GF GA

Washington 39 14 8 86 220 161

Carolina 35 22 4 74 195 170

New Jersey 33 23 6 72 186 154

Columbus 30 22 8 68 205 196

NY Rangers 31 26 4 66 187 183

Philadelphia 27 26 8 62 180 202

NY Islanders 27 26 7 61 165 180

Pittsburgh 24 29 10 58 183 233

Atlantic W L OL Pts GF GA

Toronto 38 20 3 79 196 175

Florida 38 21 3 79 206 172

Tampa Bay 35 21 4 74 212 158

Detroit 30 24 6 66 176 191

Ottawa 30 25 5 65 170 173

Boston 28 26 8 64 167 195

Montreal 30 26 5 65 184 204

Buffalo 24 29 6 54 189 202

Note: Overtime or shootout losses
are worth one point.

NHL STANDINGS
Through Monday

MONDAY’S LATE SUMMARY

BLACKHAWKS 5, KINGS 1 

KINGS .....................................1 0 0 — 1

Chicago ...................................1 2 2 — 5

FIRST PERIOD: 1. Chi., Martinez 5 (Bertuzzi), 10:57.
2. KINGS, Kopitar 14 (Turcotte, Kempe), 11:39.
Penalties—Spence,KINGS (Holding), 7:05. Jeannot,
KINGS (High Sticking), 14:12.

SECOND PERIOD: 3. Chi., Mikheyev 12 (Teravainen,
Donato), 0:46. 4. Chi., Del Mastro 2 (Reichel, Maroon),
13:30. Penalties—Slaggert, CHI (Tripping), 6:29.

THIRD PERIOD: 5. Chi., Athanasiou 1 (Dach), 1:20.
6. Chi., Donato 22 (Mikheyev, Teravainen), 18:30 (en).
Penalties—None.

SHOTS ON GOAL: KINGS 17-9-16—42. Chi. 7-9-3—
19. Power-play Conversions—KINGS 0 of 1. Chi. 0 of 2.

GOALIES: KINGS, Kuemper 18-8-6 (18 shots-14
saves). Chi., Knight 13-8-1 (42-41). Att—16,254
(19,717). T—2:23. R—Stephen Hiff, Francois St. Lau-
rent. L—Scott Cherrey, Derek Nansen.

and has scored six goals its
losing streak.

Darcy Kuemper stopped

CHICAGO — Spencer
Knight made 41 saves in his
first game with Chicago to
help the Blackhawks beat
the Kings 5-1 on Monday
night.

Former Kings defense-
man Alec Martinez and
Ethan Del Mastro scored for
the Blackhawks, who
opened a three-game home-
stand with their second con-
secutive win. Ilya Mikheyev,
Andreas Athanasiou and
Ryan Donato also scored.

Knight was acquired by
Chicago when it traded de-
fenseman Seth Jones to
Florida on Saturday night.

Anze Kopitar scored his
14th goal for the Kings, who
dropped a season-high-ty-
ing fourth straight game.
L.A. was held to one goal for
the second straight game

14 shots.
Mikheyev broke a 1-1 tie

with his 12th goal 46 seconds

into the second period. The
Blackhawks then caught a
break when Del Mastro sent

the puck toward the net and
it went in off the left skate of
Kings defenseman Jacob
Moverare.

Del Mastro was credited
with his second goal in 13 ca-
reer games. He also scored in
Chicago’s 7-5 loss at Vegas
on Thursday night.

Athanasiou made it 4-1
when he scored 1:20 into the
third. It was his first goal in
his second game since he
was recalled from the mi-
nors on Friday.

The Blackhawks closed it
out when Donato got an
empty-netter with 1:30 left.

Kings’ offense stagnant as slide hits four games 
They’re held to one
goal again as Knight
makes 41 saves to win
his Blackhawks debut. 

wire reports

QUINTON BYFIELD (55) of the Kings battles Teuvo Teravainen (86) and Ilya
Mikheyev (95) for the puck in L.A.’s 5-1 loss at United Center on Monday night. 

Paul Beaty Associated Press

Saquon Barkley will be-
come the highest-paid run-
ning back in NFL history af-
ter his record-setting season
helped the Philadelphia
Eagles win the Super Bowl.

The Eagles are giving
Barkley a two-year contract
extension worth $41.2 mil-
lion with $36 million guaran-
teed, a person with knowl-
edge of the deal told the As-
sociated Press on Tuesday.
The person, speaking on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the extension hasn’t
been announced, said Bark-
ley’s new deal includes 
$15 million in incentives.

Barkley ran for 2,504
yards in the regular season
and playoffs, breaking Ter-
rell Davis’ record for most
yards rushing combined in
one season. 

The Minnesota Vikings
passed on the opportunity
to place the franchise tag on
Sam Darnold before the
league’s deadline on Tues-
day, maximizing their op-
tions for bolstering the ros-
ter and potentially making
the first-time Pro Bowl pick
available to every team when
free agency opens next week.
... The New York Jets are re-
leasing receiver Davante
Adams ahead of the start of
the NFL’s new league year
next week, according to AP.
The move, which was ex-
pected, will save the Jets
$29.9 million in salary cap
space. ... The Dallas Cow-
boys and defensive tackle
Osa Odighizuwa agreed on
an $80-million, four-year
contract with $58 million
guaranteed, his agent said.
...The Seattle Seahawks cut
outside linebacker
Dre’Mont Jones, along with
safety Rayshawn Jenkins,
defensive tackle Roy Rob-
ertson-Harris and offensive
lineman George Fant to cre-
ate salary cap space. ...
Kicker Brandon McManus
is staying with the Green
Bay Packers after agreeing
to a three-year, $15.3-million
contract with a $5- million
signing bonus, according to
a person familiar with the
situation.

ETC.

Moustakas set to
retire as a Royal

Mike Moustakas is going
to retire with Kansas City af-
ter spending 13 years in the
majors and winning the
World Series with the Royals
in 2015.

The Royals announced it

Monday. The 36-year-old in-
fielder will sign a one-day
contract with his first big-
league team on May 31, and
he will be honored that day
at home against Detroit.
The Chatsworth High prod-
uct was the City Section
player of the year in 2006 and
2007.

Texas Rangers outfielder
Adolis García was scratch-
ed from the lineup for Tues-
day’s spring training game
and will undergo an MRI
exam on his left oblique, the
same one that he injured
during their World Series
run two years ago. ... Veteran
left-handed pitcher Jose
Quintana is joining the Mil-
waukee Brewers on a one-
year, $4.25-million deal with
$1 million in potential bo-
nuses, according to a person
familiar with the negotia-
tions. ...Boston Red Sox
slugger Rafael Devers, who
was expected to make his
spring training debut Tues-
day, has pushed it back after
telling manager Alex Cora
that he did not feel ready
while taking live batting
practice. ...St. Louis Cardi-
nals outfielder Jordan
Walker left the team’s split-
squad game with left knee
pain on Tuesday. ...Cleve-
land Guardians outfielder
Chase DeLauter, who is
widely considered one of the
organization’s top prospec-
ts, had surgery to repair a
sports hernia and is ex-
pected to miss the first cou-
ple of months of the season.

The Edmonton Oilers
made their first big move
ahead of the NHL trade
deadline, acquiring hard-
nosed forward Trent Fred-
eric from the Boston Bruins
for a 2025 second- and a 2026
fourth-round pick and
prospect Max Wanner, with
the Bruins retaining half of
Frederic’s $2.3-million sala-
ry. 

The New Jersey Devils re-
tained another quarter and
received the rights to un-
signed draft pick Shane
Lachance from the Oilers
and Petr Hauser from the
Bruins in return.

The Atlantic Coast Con-
ference, Clemson and Flor-
ida State each approved a
settlement to end the cross-
fire of lawsuits between the
member schools and the
conference, signing off on a
deal that changes the reve-
nue-distribution model in a
way that would theoretically
benefit both schools with
marquee football brands.
The deal also revises and
clarifies the long-term costs
for a school to leave the con-
ference.

THE DAY IN SPORTS

Eagles give Barkley
record extension
associated press

MIKE MOUSTAKAS spent 13 seasons in the majors
and won a World Series title with the Royals in 2015. 

John Froschauer Associated Press

from each — later, Scott and
Phillips could still vividly re-
call the moment in the
Dodgers’ clubhouse last
week, using it as an example
to illustrate how far they’ve
come.

In Baltimore, the two
were fringe big-leaguers just
looking for opportunity.
Now, after Phillips’ rise with
the Dodgers and Scott’s
four-year, $72-million
signing with the team this
offseason, they are team-
mates again on a juggernaut
Dodgers roster, expected to
serve key late-innings roles
as two of the sport’s best cur-
rent relief arms.

“It was not a fun [situa-
tion],” Scott said, reflecting
back on their shared time in
Baltimore. “But you’ve got
to appreciate the journey
you’ve been on.”

Dodgers fans are plenty
familiar with Phillips’ jour-
ney, having watched the 30-
year-old veteran blossom
with the club to the tune of a
2.28 ERA and 44 saves over
the last four seasons.

Scott, also 30, arrives in
Los Angeles having experi-
enced a similar ascension,
transforming over the last
two years into a shutdown
late-game option thanks to a
2.04 ERA and 34 saves with
the Miami Marlins and San
Diego Padres.

“He’s someone that we
have watched and admired
from afar over the years and
have tried to acquire multi-

ple times,” general manager
Brandon Gomes said at
Scott’s introductory news
conference this offseason.
“Tanner possesses all of the
qualities we value as an or-
ganization when looking to
bring on a free agent.”

Scott was not always so
coveted.

An Ohio native and sixth-
round pick in 2014 out of tiny
Howard College in west
Texas, the 6-foot southpaw
has long wowed scouts with
his upper-90s mph and
swing-and-miss slider. Dur-
ing his first five MLB sea-
sons with Baltimore from
2017 to 2021, he showcased
his premium stuff by racking
up 208 strikeouts in his first
156 innings in the majors.

The problem, at that
stage, was his command.

In that same period,
Scott issued 96 walks and
found the strike zone on just
44% of his pitches. After a
promising performance in
the pandemic-shortened
2020 season, when he posted
a1.31 ERA and gave up just 12
hits over 202⁄3 innings, he re-
gressed in 2021, posting the
fifth-worst walk rate among
qualified MLB relievers
(14.7%). When he was traded
to the Marlins the following
offseason, his career ERA
was 4.73.

“I was always just trying
to stay [in the majors],”
Scott said.

In Miami, Scott started
to turn a corner. Under the
tutelage of veteran Marlins

pitching coach Mel Stottle-
myre Jr., he cut down on his
walks and found confidence
attacking the strike zone. In
June 2022, he began getting
opportunities as the club’s
closer, collecting 20 saves
that season and 12 more dur-
ing the Marlins’ surprise run
to playoffs in 2023, when he
also posted a 2.31 ERA (best
in his career for a full sea-
son).

Then, last year, he finally
unlocked the full potential of
his arsenal.

During the season’s first
four months, Scott posted a
1.18 ERA and earned his first
career All-Star selection. At
the trade deadline, he was
sent to the San Diego Padres
in a blockbuster deal, help-
ing them make the playoffs
and push the Dodgers to the
brink of elimination in the
National League Division
Series.

“The fear in the batter’s
box against him is certainly
real,” Dodgers manager
Dave Roberts said of Scott,
who pitched three scoreless
innings in the NLDS and
memorably struck out
Shohei Ohtani all four times
he faced him.

“I’m happy he’s on our
side [now],” Roberts added,
comparing the quiet,
bearded pitcher to an “as-
sassin” on the mound.

Before he landed in San
Diego last year, the Dodgers
made a push to acquire
Scott themselves; coming
“pretty close” to a deal with

the Marlins at the deadline,
according to Gomes, before
the Padres swooped in.

This winter, the Dodgers
made sure not to miss again.
When Scott became a free
agent, he said the Dodgers
were the first team that
reached out. And after small
tastes of the postseason the
past two Octobers, he
craved the opportunity to
join the defending World
Series champions.

“I mean, you look at the
lineup, you look at the pitch-
ing staff, it’s gonna be fun,”
Scott said. “They do a lot of
things the right way.”

In recent seasons, one
part of the Dodgers’ way has
been a closer-by-committee
approach. And while Scott
will get the “brunt” of save
opportunities now, Roberts
said he hasn’t been desig-
nated as the closer yet, with
the Dodgers also viewing
Phillips, Blake Treinen,
Michael Kopech and others
as ninth-inning options.

Asked about that dy-
namic this week, Scott said
he was on board with howev-
er the Dodgers choose to use
him. 

Remembering the re-
volving door (and chance
airport encounters) he en-
dured in Baltimore, he said
he’s simply happy to pitch
“whenever my name is
called.”

“It was tough, but you
gotta enjoy the process,”
Scott said. “Because it
makes you who you are.”

THE DODGERS will give Tanner Scott, above, the “brunt” of the save opportunities, Dave Roberts said. 
Brandon Sloter Getty Images

Scott developed into top closer
[Scott, from B10]



Kyrie Irving is out for the
season after the Dallas
Mavericks star tore the ante-
rior cruciate ligament in his
left knee Monday night.

The Mavericks initially
indicated that Irving had
suffered a left knee sprain
during their loss to the Sac-
ramento Kings but said
Tuesday that an MRI exam
had revealed the tear.

“Kai, you are resilient,”
the Mavericks wrote on X.
“Excellence, leadership and
dedication is who you are.
We know you’ll come back
stronger than ever.”

Irving appeared on In-
stagram Live on Tuesday
afternoon, telling fans of his
situation, “It’s tough,” but
adding that he is “at peace”
with what happened.

“I will be back,” said the
nine-time All-Star who leads
the Mavericks in points and
assists. “I will be better. It’s
gonna take some time, but I
don’t question any of God’s
works or God’s planning. It’s
no time to question the
power of God.”

Irving’s injury is devas-
tating for the Mavericks, but
it’s hardly surprising consid-
ering how the last several
weeks have gone for the de-
fending Western Conference
champions.

Dallas was 19-10 going
into a Christmas Day
matchup against the Minne-
sota Timberwolves. During

that game, then-Mavericks
superstar Luka Doncic suf-
fered a strained left calf. It
turned out to be the reigning
NBA scoring champion’s fi-
nal game with the Maver-
icks.

In a surprise Feb. 1 trade,
Dallas general manager
Nico Harrison sent 25-year-
old Doncic to the Lakers as
part of a deal that brought
31-year-old forward An-
thony Davis to the Maver-
icks. It was a move that was
widely celebrated in Los An-
geles, and wildly unpopular
among Mavericks fans.

Doncic joined LeBron
James and the rest of his
new Lakers teammate on
the floor for the first time
Feb. 10. Since then, L.A. has
gone 7-2 and moved into sec-
ond place in the Western
Conference standings.

Meanwhile, Dallas’ for-
tunes have gotten worse.
They lost the Dec. 25 game in
which Doncic was injured
and 19 of the 32 they’ve
played since to find them-
selves at 32-30 and in 10th
place in the West. 

Davis had 26 points, 16 re-
bounds, seven assists and
three blocked shots during
his Mavericks debut Feb. 8
against the Houston Rock-
ets. But at the 2:11 mark of
the third quarter, Davis left
the game because of what
was later revealed as a
strained left adductor and
hasn’t played since. He is
scheduled to undergo an
evaluation Thursday.

Starting center Dereck
Lively II has been out since
mid-January with a stress
fracture in his right ankle,
and his replacement, Daniel
Gafford, suffered a right
knee sprain Feb. 10. Both
players could be weeks away
from returning.

—Chuck Schilken

Gilgeous-Alexander
has 51-point game

Shai Gilgeous-Alexan-
der scored 51 points and the
Oklahoma City Thunder de-
feated the Houston Rockets
137-128 on Monday night for
their 50th win of the season.

Gilgeous-Alexander
reached 50 points for the
fourth time this season, all in
the last seven weeks. The
NBA’s scoring leader fin-
ished with at least 40 for the
ninth time in 2024-25. He
made 18 of 30 field-goal at-
tempts, was five of nine on
three-pointers and hit all 10
of his free throws.

Etc.
Two-time All-Star Jaren

Jackson Jr. is week to week
because of a sprained left an-
kle for Memphis after the
center-forward was hurt a
couple of minutes into the
Grizzlies’ latest loss. ...Gold-
en State's Gary Payton left
the Warriors’ game against
Charlotte on Monday night
because of a head injury fol-
lowing a collision with Hor-
nets point guard LaMelo
Ball.

NBA REPORT

Irving tears ACL, out rest of season
staff and wire reports

LATIMES.COM WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025 B9

WED THU FRI SAT SUN

5 6 7 8 9

LAKERS

NEW YORK

7

TNT, Max

at Boston

5:30

Ch. 7, ESPN+,

Disney+

CLIPPERS

DETROIT

7:30
FDSC

NEW YORK

7:30

FDSC

SAC.

6:30
FDSC

KINGS

ST. LOUIS

7:30

FDW

ST. LOUIS

5

FDW

at Las Vegas

5

FDW

DUCKS

at Vancouver

7:30
Ch. 13,

Victory+

ST. LOUIS

7

Victory+

N.Y.

ISLANDERS

6

Ch. 13,

Victory+

GALAXY

at

Herediano*

5:30

FS2

ST. LOUIS

4

Apple TV+

LAFC

at Seattle

1:45

Ch. 11

Apple TV+

DODGERS: Today at Angels at Tempe, Ariz., noon., SNLA^
ANGELS: Today vs. Dodgers at Tempe, Ariz., noon, FDW^

^Spring training. Shade denotes home games. Times PST.

PRO CALENDAR

TIME EVENT ON THE AIR

AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL

12:30 a.m.

(Thurs.)

AFL, Brisbane vs. Geelong TV: FS1

BASEBALL: SPRING TRAINING

10 a.m. Philadelphia at Detroit TV: ESPN, ESPND

Noon Dodgers at Angels TV: SNLA, FDW R:

570, 830

BASKETBALL

4 p.m. Miami at Cleveland TV: ESPN, ESPND

6:30 p.m. Oklahoma City at Memphis TV: ESPN

6:30 p.m. Dallas at Milwaukee TV: ESPND

7:30 p.m. Detroit at Clippers TV: FDSC R: 570,
1330

COLLEGE BASKETBALL: MEN

3:30 p.m. Maryland at Michigan TV: Big Ten

3:30 p.m. DePaul at Providence TV: FS1

4 p.m. Florida at Alabama TV: ESPN2

4 p.m. Clemson at Boston College TV: ESPNU

4 p.m. Xavier at Butler TV: CBSSN

5:30 p.m. Wisconsin at Minnesota TV: Big Ten

5:30 p.m. Marquette at Connecticut TV: FS1

6 p.m. Tennessee at Mississippi TV: ESPN2

6 p.m. California at Louisville TV: ACC

6 p.m. Stanford at Notre Dame TV: ESPNU

6 p.m. Davidson at Loyola Chicago TV: CBSSN

7:30 p.m. Washington at USC TV: Big Ten R: 710

COLLEGE BASKETBALL: WOMEN

8 a.m. SEC tournament, Texas A&M vs. Tennessee TV: SEC

10 a.m. ACC tournament, Syracuse vs. Boston College TV: ACC

10:30 a.m. SEC tournament, Arkansas vs. Georgia TV: SEC

12:30 p.m. ACC tournament, Pittsburgh vs. Virginia TV: ACC

12:30 p.m. Big Ten tournament, Minnesota vs. Washington TV: Peacock

3 p.m. SEC tournament, Missouri vs. Mississippi State TV: SEC

3 p.m. Big Ten tournament, Rutgers vs. Nebraska TV: Peacock

3:30 p.m. ACC tournament, Clemson vs. Stanford TV: ACC

5:30 p.m. SEC tournament, Auburn vs. Florida TV: SEC

5:30 p.m. Big Ten Tournament, Wisconsin vs. Iowa TV: Peacock

7:30 p.m. Nevada Las Vegas at Wyoming TV: FS1

COLLEGE GOLF

11:30 a.m. Women, Darius Rucker Intercollegiate, final round TV: Golf

GOLF

8 p.m. LPGA Tour, Blue Bay LPGA, first round TV: Golf

3 a.m. (Thurs.) World Tour, Joburg Open, first round TV: Golf

HOCKEY

4:30 p.m. Washington at New York Rangers TV: TNT, TruTV

7 p.m. Toronto at Vegas TV: TNT, TruTV

7:30 p.m. St. Louis at Kings TV: FDW R:

ESPNLA

7:30 p.m. Ducks at Vancouver TV: 13, Victory+ R:

Ducks stream

SOCCER

9:45 a.m. UEFA Champions League, Feyenoord vs. Inter
Milan

TV: CBSSN,
Paramount+,
UniMas

Noon UEFA Champions League, Benfica vs. Barcelona TV: Paramount+,
TUDN

Noon UEFA Champions League, Bayern Munich vs.
Bayer Leverkusen

TV: Paramount+

Noon UEFA Champions League, Paris Saint-Germain vs.
Liverpool

TV: Paramount+

5:30 p.m. CONCACAF Champions Cup, Herediano vs.
Galaxy

TV: FS2, Tubi

5:30 p.m. CONCACAF Champions Cup, Guadalajara vs.
América

TV: TUDN, Tubi

7:30 p.m. CONCACAF Champions Cup, Seattle vs. Cruz Azul TV: FS2, Tubi

7:30 p.m. CONCACAF Champions Cup, Vancouver vs.
Monterrey

TV: Tubi

TENNIS

11 a.m. ATP/WTA, Indian Wells, first round TV: Tennis

TODAY ON THE AIR 

NAOMI OSAKA, shown in January, is set to play in
the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells on Wednesday. 

Manish Swarup Associated Press

SPORTS EXTRA

For coverage of late Lakers, Clippers, UCLA
and USC games and more, see our daily
digital eNewspaper. Subscribers get free
access to an exclusive “Sports Extra.” View it on your
phone, tablet or computer at latimes.com/enewspaper.

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Team W L PCT GB L10 Rk.

1. Oklahoma City 50 11 .820 8-2 N1

2. LAKERS 38 21 .644 11 8-2 P1

3. Denver 39 22 .639 11 7-3 N2

4. Memphis 38 23 .623 12 3-7 S1

5. Houston 37 24 .607 13 5-5 S2

6. Golden State 33 28 .541 17 8-2 P2

7. CLIPPERS 32 28 .533 171⁄2 4-6 P3

7. Sacramento 32 28 .533 171⁄2 7-3 P4

9. Minnesota 33 29 .532 171⁄2 4-6 N3

10. Dallas 32 30 .516 181⁄2 5-5 S3

11. Phoenix 28 33 .459 22 2-8 P5

12. Portland 28 34 .452 221⁄2 5-5 N4

13. San Antonio 25 34 .424 24 3-7 S4

14. New Orleans 17 44 .279 33 5-5 S5

15. Utah 15 46 .246 35 3-7 N5

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Team W L PCT GB L10 Rk.

1. Cleveland-x 50 10 .833 10-0 C1

2. Boston 43 18 .705 71⁄2 7-3 A1

3. New York 40 20 .667 10 7-3 A2

4. Indiana 34 25 .576 151⁄2 6-4 C3

4. Milwaukee 34 25 .576 151⁄2 7-3 C2

6. Detroit 35 27 .565 16 9-1 C4

7. Miami 29 31 .483 21 4-6 S1

8. Orlando 29 33 .468 22 4-6 S2

9. Atlanta 28 33 .459 221⁄2 5-5 S3

10. Chicago 24 37 .393 261⁄2 2-8 C5

11. Brooklyn 21 39 .350 29 4-6 A3

11. Philadelphia 21 39 .350 29 1-9 A4

13. Toronto 19 42 .311 311⁄2 3-7 A5

14. Charlotte 14 46 .233 36 1-9 S4

15. Washington 11 49 .183 39 2-8 S5

x-clinched playoff spot

Standings have been arranged to reflect how the teams
will be determined for the playoffs. Teams are ranked
1-15 by record. Division standing no longer has any
bearing on the rankings. The top six teams in each
conference qualify for the playoffs. Teams seven
through 10 will participate in a play-in tournament with
the top-seeded team playing the lowest qualifying play-
in team. The next-lowest qualifying team would play the
second, etc. Head-to-head competition is the first of
several tiebreakers, followed by conference record.
(Western Conference divisions: S-Southwest; P-Pacific;
N-Northwest; Eastern Conference divisions: A-Atlantic;
C-Central; S-Southeast). 

NBA STANDINGS
Through Monday

Over the course of what
has become his best NBA
season with the Clippers,
Derrick Jones Jr. has been
seen leaping into the strato-
sphere to catch a lob pass
from James Harden and
then throwing down an ex-
citing dunk. The crowd in-
side Intuit Dome usually
goes into a frenzy from the
spectacular play.

The Clippers’ public ad-
dress announcer, Eric
Smith, will then let loose
with a “Flight 55 has been
cleared for takeoff,” the 55
the number on Jones’ jersey.

In many ways, that par-
ticular play has been a
microcosm of Jones’ play
with the Clippers this sea-
son. He has been performing
at a high level for the Clip-
pers, his game reaching new
heights.

“This really has been my
first year I heard where peo-
ple called me ‘Flight 55,’ ”

said Jones, who has had
other nicknames such as
“Airplane Jones” and “Air-
plane Mode” because of his
leaping ability. “But it’s cool.
I like Flight 55. It seems to
get the fans hyped.”

As the Clippers continue
to fight for a top-six playoff
spot in the ultra-competi-
tive Western Conference and
avoid the NBA’s play-in tour-
nament, Jones has done his
part.

His career highs in points
(10.4 per game) and three-
point shooting (35.6%) have
provided them a lift. He’s
shooting 51.6% from the field
and is second on the team in
offensive rebounds and
third in steals (66).

“We all know defensively
that’s where he stands out,”
Clippers coach Tyronn Lue
said. “But he’s got a career
year in field-goal percent-
age, three-point percentage,
minutes played, a lot of dif-
ferent things. He’s taken a
huge step forward.”

Defense is where the 6-
foot-6 Jones has found his
niche.

His defensive rating is
111.4, making him one of the
best in the NBA.

His assignments are al-
ways against the best the

league has to offer — such as
Thunder guard Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander,
Timberwolves guard An-
thony Edwards, the dynam-
ic duo from the Celtics of
Jayson Tatum and Jaylen
Brown, and the top twosome
with the Lakers, LeBron
James and Luka Doncic.

“When I first came into
the league, I wasn’t known
for defense, I can tell you
that,” said Jones, who is
dealing with a right groin
strain. “But my rookie year
in Phoenix, [Suns assistant
coach] Earl Watson — I’ll al-
ways give him credit for that
— he was a guy that, not
forced me, but he was like,
‘Yo, this how you are going to
get on the floor. You’re an
undrafted rookie. The only
way you are going to get on
the floor is if you go out
there, you lock up and you
guard the best players.’ 

“That’s when I realized
being long, athletic and hav-
ing quickness to move my
feet laterally and just being
able to stay in front of guys is
just a big part of it for me.”

Jones played alongside
Doncic last season with the
Dallas Mavericks, who lost
in the NBA Finals to the
Celtics.

They forged a friendship
and a respect for each other.

“First of all, he’s an amaz-
ing guy just to be around,”
Doncic said. “Second of all,
his defense, his ability to
jump, his ability to shoot —
together, we were great I
think. Obviously one guy I
miss. We’ll get some dinner
now that we’re in L.A.”

The Clippers signed
Jones to a three-year, $30-
million deal last summer af-
ter Paul George departed for
Philadelphia.

Jones, 28 and in his ninth
season, appreciates the
Clippers for showing him so
much love.

Right down to his bobble-
head night scheduled for
Wednesday, when the Clip-
pers host the Pistons.

“It’s the first time I’ve
ever had one and it’s amaz-
ing. I said in the video,
‘Mama, I made it,’ ” Jones
said, laughing. “But, now, It’s
just funny to me because I
never had a bobblehead.
Like I said before, I never felt
like I had a secure place. Now
I feel like that the organiza-
tion has shown me nothing
but love, the team shows me
nothing but love, the fans
show me nothing but love.
So, I love it here.”

DERRICK JONES JR., left, battles for a loose ball with Golden State’s Buddy Hield in a December game.

Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

Clippers’ high-flying Jones is
staying grounded on defense
Although his dunks
delight fans, veteran’s
work on other end is
what’s paying off.

By Broderick Turner
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B10

Clippers’ Jones reaching new heights 

Forward is known for dunks, but his prowess on the
defensive end is where he has found his niche. B9

Watkins and Gottlieb collect awards 

USC’s star guard is named Big Ten player of the year
and coach also takes league honors for Trojans. B7

Rams’ Jackson heading to Bears

Team agrees to trade the often-injured offensive
lineman after he played only four games for L.A. B7

PHOENIX — As Tanner Scott

walked off the plane, Evan Phillips

was waiting to board.

This was late June 2019, when

Scott and Phillips were in the early

stages of their MLB careers. At the

time, each was trying to establish

himself as a big-league talent. But

both watched flashes of potential

be overshadowed by inconsistent

overall performance.

On bad Baltimore Orioles teams

focused more on rebuilding their

roster, it made both pitchers vic-

tims of regular roster shuffles. Dur-

ing 2018 and 2019 alone, they were

optioned to the minors a com-

bined 17 times.

“The revolving door,” Scott

quipped. “It was not a fun one.”

On this day, that turnstile

created a chance encounter in

the Seattle airport. Scott, a

hard-throwing left-hander bat-

tling command issues, had re-

ceived a call-up to join the team

during a road series against the

Mariners. Phillips, who profiled

similarly from the right side of

the mound, was being sent down

along with another Orioles play-

er.

By chance, the plane that

brought Scott from Baltimore’s

triple-A affiliate in Norfolk, Va.,

was the same one operating

Phillips’ flight back to the minor

leagues. In the gate area, the two lit-

erally passed each other when Scott

walked out of the jetway.

“I remember seeing him and I

was like, ‘Ugh,’ ” Scott recalled, hav-

ing grown close with Phillips during

their time in the organization. “I

mean, you’re happy to see your

friend. But you’re also like, ‘Dang,

it’s those guys who are in the revolv-

ing door.’ ”

Phillips’ reaction?

“I gave him a little high-five,” he

joked, “and said, ‘Good luck!’ ”

Six years — and a remarkable

amount of personal improvement 

TANNER SCOTT is eager to join the Dodgers, whom he once tormented: “You look at the lineup, you look at the pitching staff, it’s gonna be fun.”
Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

From the revolving door
to heart of reliever corps 

Dodgers’ Scott evolved from fringe player to elite closer 

[See Scott, B8]

By Jack Harris

When he lived in Los Angeles before, Chad Bowden

worked at one point as a telemarketer. He was 18 at the

time, making calls for a Google ad services company

based out of the Flynt Building in Beverly Hills. Every

day, hundreds of times per day, people on the other line

would find colorful ways to share how unhappy they

were to hear from him.

It was a thankless job. For a while, it wore him down

emotionally. But “it was the greatest experience,” he

says.

Turns out, as Bowden learned later, it was perfect

training for a career in major-college football.

“Because I’m so used to people telling me no,” Bow-

den says, “and trying to get them to say yes.”

That conviction is part of the reason why Bowden

has risen so quickly through the front-office ranks and

why USC made him one of the highest-paid personnel

directors in the nation in late January, plucking him

from Notre Dame with a seven-figure salary.

But at USC, he hasn’t had to do much convincing in

his first six weeks. Since his first conversations with

coach Lincoln Riley and athletic director Jennifer

Cohen, it was made clear to Bowden that they believed

in his vision for what 

CHAD BOWDEN sees USC as a “sleeping giant of college football” with all the requisite resources.

USC Athletics

HE’S CARDINAL AND BOLD
New Trojans GM Bowden taking an aggressive approach to NIL era 

By Ryan Kartje

[SeeBowden, B7]

EVANSTON, Ill. — It was

a frighteningly familiar tale

for UCLA.

From fully locked in and

comfortably ahead to being

on the verge of collapse.

What had been a 14-point

lead over Northwestern with

a little more than two min-

utes left Monday night was

down to one with 21 seconds

to go after Bruins forward

Tyler Bilodeau was triple-

teamed and called for trav-

eling, eventually leading to a

backdoor layup for the Wild-

cats.

It was another late-game

blunder in a series of turn-

overs, missed free throws

and empty possessions that

seemed so recognizable.

This was the same sce-

nario that had unfolded ear-

lier this season during losses

to North Carolina and Min-

nesota, as well as victories

over Indiana and Oregon

that were a lot more harrow-

ing than they needed to be.

What is it about these

Bruins that tends to go so

wrong in the final minutes?

THE BRUINS’ Tyler Bilodeau, who scored 19 points,
is fouled by Northwestern’s Matthew Nicholson. 

Geoff Stellfox Getty Images

UCLA makes it a
little too interesting

Bruins survive a close
call at Northwestern
after more blunders in
game’s final minutes.

By Ben Bolch

[SeeUCLA, B7]



Seven times.

Since the Lakers listlessly be-

gan their post-All-Star break

stretch with a disappointing loss

against Charlotte, they’ve played

seven times.

Seven times in 13 days.

They won in Portland, they

dominated in Denver. They beat

the Mavericks, they bested the

Timberwolves and took care of the

Clippers twice. And Tuesday, on a

night when some kind of letup felt

like a possibility if not an all-out

likelihood, they dominated New

Orleans 136-115 after the Pelicans

won four of their previous five.

It’s the Lakers longest winning

streak of the season.

Energy and complacency were

never issues for them Tuesday, not

with Luka Doncic skipping after

made threes and posing after no-

look passes, not with LeBron

James making history and then

making big play after big play and

not with the Lakers, once again,

playing with the kind of full-throt-

tle effort that has them in second

place in the Western Conference.

Doncic made six threes, includ-

ing three straight during one wild

stretch of dominance in the first

quarter, on his way to 30 points.

And for as much as his shot-mak-

ing knocked the Pelicans back

early, his passing put them away.

He found Jaxson Hayes over and

over again at the rim for easy lobs

and he swung to the open corner

shooter whenever the rim was cov-

ered.

His 15 assists tied a season high.

James, who entered the game

one point shy of an unprecedented

50,000 total in regular-season and

playoff scoring, got across the

threshold with a first-quarter

three before making four more. 

He scored 34 to lead the Lakers,

along with getting eight rebounds

and six assists, either he or Doncic

perfectly picking the opposition

apart at all times.

The Lakers, still without Rui

Hachimura and Austin Reaves, got

13 points from Dalton Knecht and

12 each from Jarred Vanderbilt and

Shake Milton.

Zion Williamson led New Orle-

ans with 37 points, but the Lakers

flew around the court and stifled

everyone else. And even though

they turned the ball over 15 times

for 24 Pelican points, the game was

never really in danger, particularly

late as James and Doncic were

much too good.

The team wraps its six-game

homestand Thursday with anoth-

er big game, this one against the

New York Knicks.

Reaves, who was questionable

to play Tuesday before being

downgraded, could return before

the team heads out for a four-game

trip.

—Dan Woike

CLIPPERS

Suns pull off huge
rally from 23 down 

Kevin Durant scored 34 points,

Devin Booker added 17 and the

host Phoenix Suns rallied from a

23-point deficit late in the third

quarter to beat the Clippers 119-117.

The Suns trailed by 19 entering

the fourth but came all the way

back thanks to big baskets from

Durant and backup guard Collin

Gillespie. Phoenix had a 43-22 ad-

vantage in the fourth, reviving its

playoff hopes.

Gillespie scored 10 points on

four-of-six shooting, including two

for three from three-point range, to

give the Suns a much-needed

spark in the second half. 

The Clippers lost despite Ivica

Zubac’s 35 points — a career high.

He added 10 rebounds and shot 15

of 19 from the field. Kawhi Leonard

and James Harden both scored 21.

Harden made a three-pointer

with 4:12 left in the third quarter to

give the Clippers an 89-66 lead. But

then Booker answered with a three

and the Suns slowly clawed their

way back.

Phoenix won all four games

against the Clippers this season.

—associated press

LeBRON JAMES reacts after his three-pointer made him the first player with 50,000 points in the regular season and playoffs in the Lakers’ seventh straight win.
Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

No letup from Lakers as James hits mark
staff and wire reports

When defender Christie Pearce

was roaming the backline for the

women’s national soccer team, she

lived by a simple adage.

“If we score, we might win,” she

said. “If they never score, we can’t

lose.”

For the most part that worked,

with the U.S. losing just 20 times in

the 311 games Pearce played in,

more than half of them ending in

clean sheets.

Pearce’s philosophy is now one

LAFC appears to have adopted. In

four of the five matches the team

has played this season, goalkeeper

Hugo Lloris hasn’t conceded a

goal. LAFC has won all four.

The latest win came Tuesday,

with Denis Bouanga scoring twice

in a 3-0 victory over the Columbus

Crew in the first leg of a round of 16

CONCACAF Champions Cup

playoff at BMO Stadium. The sec-

ond and deciding leg will be played

March 11 in Columbus with the win-

ner advancing on aggregate goals.

Tuesday’s victory was LAFC’s

first in four games against Colum-

bus since Wilfried Nancy took over

the Crew three years ago. Two of

those losses came in finals, the 2023

MLS Cup final and last summer’s

Leagues Cup final.

Although LAFC has been solid

on both sides of the ball in its short

history, it has primarily won with

offense, producing three MLS scor-

ing champions in its first six sea-

sons. It has never scored fewer

than 53 goals over a full season.

But after a winter in which the

team lost three of last season’s four

leading scorers, replacing them

with three defenders and a holding

midfielder, LAFC coach Steve

Cherundolo has asked his club to

play defense first. And it has

worked. Not only is LAFC giving up

few goals, it’s giving up few shots,

with Lloris needing to make just six

saves in his four shutout wins.

Columbus put just one shot on

goal Tuesday, with the clean sheet

giving Lloris 17 in all competition

since coming to LAFC last season.

It also ran his scoreless streak to

370 minutes. Lloris tied the MLS

record with a five-game scoreless

streak last season.

But if LAFC has conceded few

goals, it has also scored few of its

own, with its first three wins all

coming by 1-0 scorelines.

Bouanga gave LAFC the lone

goal it needed in the 20th minute,

taking the ball off the foot of indeci-

sive defender Andres Herrera deep

in the Columbus end, then beating

Crew keeper Patrick Schulte one

on one from the center of the box

for his first goal of the season.

It was also the first goal LAFC

has scored in the first half this sea-

son.

Bouanga doubled the advan-

tage 40 seconds into the second

half, curling a shot from the left

edge of the penalty area into the

side netting at the far post.

Substitute Nathan Ordaz

closed out the scoring in the 81st

minute, with the three goals

matching LAFC’s total from the

previous three wins combined.

That also left Columbus with a

massive hill to climb in the aggre-

gate score in next week’s rematch.

If LAFC holds on to its lead, it

would probably face Lionel Messi

and Inter Miami in the two-leg

tournament quarterfinals next

month.

— Kevin Baxter

DODGERS

Sasaki solid in brief
spring training debut

In his first official Major League

Baseball contest, 23-year-old phe-

nom Roki Sasaki pitched three

scoreless innings in the Dodgers’

4-2 win against the Cincinnati

Reds in Cactus League play at

Camelback Ranch. He recorded

five strikeouts, gave up just two

hits and allowed four to reach base.

“I thought he was fantastic,”

manager Dave Roberts said.

—Jack Harris

DUCKS

First-period flurry
topples Edmonton

Mason McTavish had a pair of

goals and Jackson LaCombe and

Cutter Gauthier each had three as-

sists as the Ducks scored four goals

in the final eight minutes of the

first period en route to a 6-2 victory

over the host Edmonton Oilers.

Leo Carlsson, Sam Colangelo,

Ryan Strome and Alex Killorn also

scored for the Ducks, and goalie

Lukas Dostal made 32 saves.

— associated press

LAFC posts shutout
against Columbus in
first leg of playoff
staff and wire reports

ROKI SASAKI tossed three scoreless innings against the Reds in his first action against major-
league competition Tuesday. The highly-coveted offseason acquisition recorded five strikeouts. 

Darryl Webb Associated Press
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W
hen it premiered back in

2021, “The White Lotus”

was a sharp class satire

aimed at skewering high-

end tourism and the elite

one-percenters willing to pay $9,000 a night

to relax. Written and directed by Mike White,

the darkly comic mystery followed the enti-

tled guests and beleaguered employees at a

luxurious Maui hotel over the course of an in-

creasingly tense week.

A destination that was supposed to be a

refuge from the world’s problems instead be-

came a microcosm for them, a place where

the class divide and legacy of American im-

perialism were on vivid display. “The White

Lotus,” which filmed its first season on loca-

tion at the Four Seasons in Maui, somehow

made an exclusive resort seem like a toxic

pressure cooker. Working there was not just

soul-crushing, it could even kill you.

Season 2, a bedroom farce set at a gor-

geous beachfront resort in Sicily, looked at

sex, money and power. Both installments

lampooned the wealthy and depicted people

dying under tragic circumstances in pictur-

esque locations. And perhaps counterintui-

tively, both seasons led to a tourism boom in

the filming locations. Somehow, a show that

sharply critiqued luxury travel also func-

tioned as a glossy advertisement for it.

This contradiction is even more pro-

nounced in Season 3 of “The White Lotus,”

which premiered on HBO last month. Set on

the island of Koh Samui in Thailand, the lat-

est installment follows tradition by opening

with a dead body. But it also explores new

themes, including the clash between Western

materialism and Eastern spirituality, par-

ticularly Buddhism. This season’s fictional

White Lotus is known for its wellness pro-

gram. Guests are encouraged to put away

their phones for the duration of their stay

and avail themselves of offerings like yoga,

meditation and massage. 

Hollywood movies and TV shows tend to

focus on the more decadent aspects of Thai

culture — from the all-night Full Moon Party

to sex tourism in Bangkok. The team behind

“The White Lotus” 

A SPOOF, SPONSOR
OF LUXE TRAVEL 

The Mike White HBO series critiques how distant places have become
playgrounds for the rich. It’s also courting them with its brand partnerships

BY MEREDITH BLAKE

A TOURIST played by Carrie Coon and resort health mentor played by Arnas Fedaravicius do yoga in Season 3 of “The White Lotus.” 
Fabio Lovino HBO

[See ‘White Lotus,’ E6]

LALISA MANOBAL, left, plays a re-
sort worker on HBO’s anthology series.

Stefano Delia HBO

An affectionate spoof of
the Barack Obama White
House years, “44 the Musi-
cal” had its premiere at the
Bourbon Room Hollywood
in 2022. The show has re-
turned to L.A. for a run at the
Kirk Douglas Theatre, but
don’t let the higher-profile
theatrical address fool you:
This fringe-style show still
wants theatergoers to meta-
phorically get their drink on.

Audience members are
encouraged to make some 

Voices
captivate
in ‘44,’ a
musical
satire

I Review

CHARLES McNULTY

THEATER CRITIC

CHAD DORECK, T.J.
Wilkins, Jenna Pastuszek
in “44 the Musical.”

Bella Marie Adams

The show written and
directed by a former
Obama campaign
insider returns to L.A.

[See ‘44,’ E6]

had always referred to her as
“the girl,” she wondered?

Skye says, “There’s so
much I relate to with my fa-
ther: his avoidance and fear
of intimacy, his selfishness.
But, for sure, it’s very differ-
ent the way my brother, hus-
band and [my daughter]
Kate’s fathers are so dutiful.
… My father wasn’t alone in
being that kind of [absent]
father, as an artist of his gen-
eration.”

But Skye’s dad is the
least interesting aspect of 

“I often fantasized that
one day my dad would stum-
ble across my face on a mag-
azine cover and be overcome
with regret for not getting to
know such a wonderful girl,”
writes Ione Skye. The 54-
year-old actor and Gen X it
girl pieces together her tur-
bulent life in her memoir,
“Say Everything.”

Her father, the famous
folk musician Donovan,
didn’t acknowledge her until
she was 17. In 1987, not long
after Skye starred in “River’s
Edge,” her father’s lawyer
sent an official letter to
Skye’s mother requesting
that Skye undertake a DNA
test to establish whether or
not she was Donovan’s bio-
logical daughter.

Was that why her father

Ione Skye will say
anything in memoir
about her turbulent life 

Actor details how
quest for father’s love
drove her into many
starry romances.

IONE SKYE covers
family, co-stars and re-
lationships in memoir.

Atilgan Ozdil Anadolu / Getty
Images

[See Skye, E3]

By Cat Woods

Jerry Cantrell’s signature
stylings consistently land
him near the top of “best gui-
tarist” polls. His heavy, nu-
anced songs and personal
lyrics — from Alice in Chains’
“Rooster” to “Cut You in”
and his four solo records —
are multilayered, often will-
fully opaque and always
powerful. Yet he sometimes
finds that only a German
word gets the point across.

In the opening lines of
“Vilified,” the first track of
his latest album, “I Want
Blood,” he sings, “Simulate
the feel / Of all that’s true and
real / Hey-a schadenfreude
crescendo / Hey-a skew the
innuendo.” 

“Yeah, you don’t get to
use ‘schadenfreude’ in a lyric
very often, so I was kind of
happy to check that one off
the list,” Cantrell says with a
hearty chuckle.

“At different times, [peo-
ple] seem to take a little bit

more pleasure in creating
chaos and pointing fingers
at each other,” he notes of
the song’s topical gist. “It
seems like we’ve kind of been
living through that, one of
those periods where it’s a lit-
tle more prevalent, in your
face. That word gets thrown
around, and I think it’s an
appropriate descriptor.”

It can be hard to find an
appropriate descriptor for
Cantrell. Since 1990 he’s
come across as prickly, goofy
(proof positive: 1990s she-
nanigans clad in a blue
Speedo at New Jersey’s Ac-
tion Park on MTV’s “Head-
banger’s Ball”), thoughtful,
serious, wasted and now,
thankfully, 20 years sober. 

Born in Tacoma, Wash.,
the onetime high school
choir president was an as-
piring rock star who hung
around at a Guns N’ Roses
concert to hand a demo tape
to Axl Rose. Which, the story
goes, the redheaded strang-
er promptly tossed into a
nearby trash bin. Sans an
Axl assist, Alice in Chains
still emerged from a
crowded Seattle grunge
scene and found deserved
fame thanks to several time-
less, hit-laden studio albums

Rocker’s ‘tapestry’ of songwriting
Jerry Cantrell delves
into the multilayered
meaning of his lyrics
in latest solo album.

By Katherine Turman

“IT’S ALWAYS fun to ... see what the hell I can pull
off,” says Jerry Cantrell, Alice in Chains frontman.

Nick Fancher

[See Cantrell, E2]

The last of the
New York Dolls 

David Johansen, the
leader of the gritty
proto-punk band that
defined ’70s glam
rock, dies at 75. E2

R&B singer 
and songwriter
Angie Stone, a
Grammy nominee
who scored hits with
her neo-soul sound,
dies at 63. E3
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David Johansen, the
frontman and last surviving
member of the flamboyantly
gritty proto-punk band New
York Dolls, has died. He was
75.

Johnasen died at his
home in Staten Island, N.Y.,
as confirmed by his daugh-
ter Leah Hennessy to multi-
ple outlets. Johansen had
suffered from cancer and a
broken back in recent years,
according to Johansen’s
fundraiser on Sweet Relief, a
music charity.

In the New York Dolls, Jo-
hansen defined an era when
’70s glam rock was getting
leaner and meaner as the
seeds of punk rock began to
sprout. With a transgressive,
gender-bending style — lip-
stick and eyeliner, skin-tight
leather and pinup-worthy
hair — the Dolls were under-
heralded in an era still domi-
nated by arena-rock giants.

But amid a wave of acts
like MC5, T. Rex and Suicide,
they recast rock ’n’ roll
Americana and British Inva-
sion panache for a new era of
decadent, insistent and
streetwise music that would
become punk.

“Brimming with a sloppy
insouciance, their debut al-
bum often is cited as one of

the building blocks of the
late ’70s punk movement,”
The Times wrote in an early
review. “There’s no denying
David Johansen’s bratty vo-
calizing. … But unlike the
MC5 — fellow revolutionar-
ies who more directly pres-
aged the hard-core aspects
of the coming punk rebellion
— the Dolls had clearer roots
in the rock mainstream.”

Johansen, a Staten Is-
land native, joined the Dolls
in 1971, playing an auspicious
early gig at a local homeless
shelter. Their instantly ar-
resting look pulled from
David Bowie’s androgyny
and the drag-culture under-
ground in New York. Jo-
hansen had the sharp, pouty
features of Mick Jagger, but
the sneer and savvy of his
hometown.

“All the record compa-
nies have been to see us,” Jo-
hansen told Rolling Stone in
1972. “They think we’re too
outrageous. They know
we’re real and we’ll stop at
nothing, and it scares the s—
outta them.”

The group’s self-titled
1973 debut LP — featuring
the members in full regalia
on the cover — had the bones
of a future rock classic. Pro-
duced by Todd Rundgren,
the LP sported tracks such
as “Personality Crisis,” “Bad
Girl” and “Trash” that

packed tons of girl-group
melody and grimy, loose-
limbed riffing (courtesy of
guitarist Johnny Thunders)
into a few short minutes.
“Lonely Planet Boy,” a more
somber acoustic ballad, and
bluesy “Looking for a Kiss”
showed a genuine range and
close study of rock history.

The album was ac-
claimed in the era’s small cir-
cle of tastemakers — they
were beloved at the Mercer
Arts Center, a downtown
club frequented by Andy
Warhol. The Smiths’ front-
man, Morrissey, was en-
tranced by a BBC broadcast

of the Dolls’ performing “Jet
Boy” and became president
of their U.K. fan club. But the
LP sold poorly, peaking at
No. 116 on the Billboard
charts. Their followup, 1974’s
“Too Much Too Soon,”
didn’t make much commer-
cial impact either.

Addiction issues side-
lined much of the band, and
despite a late-career man-
agement shift to the Sven-
gali of the Sex Pistols, Mal-
colm McLaren, the Dolls
broke up in 1976.

Johansen reemerged as a
solo act indebted to the
Dolls’ catalog, often playing

with former bandmate Syl-
vain Sylvain. He had an un-
expected pop resurgence in
the 1980s after reinventing
himself as Buster Poindex-
ter, a louche lounge-lizard
persona who scored an un-
likely Hot 100 hit and MTV
fixture with a cover of the ca-
lypso staple “Hot Hot Hot”
(even if, as he later claimed,
the song was “the bane of my
existence”).

The novelty hit also at-
tracted attention from Hol-
lywood. Johansen made his
TV debut in a 1985 episode of
“Miami Vice,” and won roles
as the Ghost of Christmas
Past in the beloved Bill Mur-
ray 1988 holiday staple
“Scrooged” and as a priest in
“Married to the Mob.” That
kicked off a busy career as a
character actor in the ’80s
and ’90s, in films including
“Let It Ride” and “Mr.
Nanny.”

A Dolls reunion seemed
unlikely — Thunders and
drummer Jerry Nolan both
died in 1991. But in 2004, the
group’s three surviving
members reunited for a Mor-
rissey-curated edition of the
Meltdown festival in Lon-
don.

“[Morrissey] called me,
and he said, ‘I understand
you’re a pretty big Maria Cal-
las fan,’ ” Johansen said in
the 2022 documentary “Per-
sonality Crisis: One Night
Only.” “He said, ‘Well, you
know that film she made
where she did a fantastic
concert at the Royal Festival
Hall? ... How would you like
to play the Royal Festival
Hall? … All you have to do is
get the Dolls back to-
gether.’ ”

“I combed every opium
den in Chinatown, and I
pulled that band together,”
Johansen said. “We were fan-

tastic.”
Although bassist Arthur

“Killer” Kane died weeks lat-
er, Johansen and Sylvain
continued on with a new
Dolls lineup and released
three more albums: 2006’s
“One Day It Will Please Us to
Remember Even This,”
2009’s “Cause I Sez So” and
2011’s “Dancing Backward in
High Heels.”

To support the last
record, the Dolls opened for
Mötley Crüe and Poison —
’80s stadium acts with deep
debts to the Dolls’ fashion
sense and hooky hard rock
— on a massive tour, but did
not return to the road or stu-
dio afterward.

In 2020, director Martin
Scorsese — a ’70s New York
peer and Dolls devotee —
teamed with David Tedeschi
to film a Johansen solo set at
New York’s Café Carlyle.
They used it as the back-
bone of the 2022 documenta-
ry “Personality Crisis: One
Night Only,” tracing Jo-
hansen’s life and immeasur-
able impact on an era of
rock.

“Over the years, in the
history books … [it] would
always say, ‘They were
trashy. They were flashy.
They were drug addicts.
They were drag queens,’ ”
Johansen told Terry Gross
in 2004. “That whole kind of
trashy blah, blah, blah thing
over the years kind of settled
in my mind as, oh, yeah,
that’s what it was, you
know? And then by going
back to it and deconstruc-
ting it, and then putting it
back together again, I real-
ized that, you know, it really
is art.”

Johansen’s survivors in-
clude wife Mara Hennessey
and daughter Leah Hen-
nessey.

DAVID JOHANSEN, 1950 – 2025

Frontman of New York
Dolls, flamboyantly
gritty proto-punk band
By August Brown

Victor Llorente For The Times

BLURRING BORDERS

David Johansen’s gender-bending style and bratty
vocals set the Dolls apart from arena-rock giants.

and EPs in the early to mid-
’90s.

Addiction also found the
band, ending the lives of half
its members, singer Layne
Staley in 2002 and ex-bassist
Mike Starr in 2011. Cantrell
relocated part-time to L.A.
where he found a strong
community of sober cre-
atives, and he’s now thrived
substance-free for 20 years.
Cantrell, 58, explains, “I still
live in the Seattle area as
well, but L.A. kind of became
my adopted sober home,
and my Bermuda Triangle is
basically Seattle, Oklahoma
and L.A.”

COMING HOME

Which makes his gig at
the Tulsa Theater a home-
town show, with his dad’s
side of the family based in
Oklahoma “for genera-
tions.” 

Speaking by phone
ahead of his concert,
Cantrell has already had a
full day. After soundcheck,
an afternoon meet-and-
greet and interview, he’ll
“jump in the shower, get my
body working and do a rock
show.” Oh, and his younger
brother David is probably
waiting for him to get off the
phone, he says.

Life seems as good as the
music he’s making, yet no
shortage of Cantrell lyrics
delve into a drug-pervasive
darkness. “I Want Blood”
seems rife with double
meanings and entendres,
with titles and lyrics like “Off
the Rails” or “Throw Me a
Line” that could refer to
struggling with desire and
substances or seeking salva-
tion. Which were once may-
be the same thing.

“That’s a part of who I
am,” Cantrell explains. “I’m
asober alcoholic, so that’s al-
ways going to be in there.
But I wouldn’t say that any
particular song or the whole
record is geared toward that.
It’s a thread in the tapestry.
When I’m writing songs, I try

to put multiple meanings of
certain phrases or lines. My
job is to take my experience
in the world and spit it back
at itself. And do it in some
sort of fashion that feels au-
thentic and honest to [me],”
Cantrell says. 

Successful touring and

records with both Alice in
Chains (featuring singer
William DuVall since 2006)
and solo — among myriad
other projects — can never
ease the trauma of losing so
many friends in the Seattle
scene. And more pointedly,
the death of Cantrell’s
mother Gloria from cancer
when he was just 21. But the
singer-songwriter is adept
at funneling past pain into
the present, and seems driv-
en and solid in his creativity
and life.

“Records for me are a lot
of hard work,” Cantrell says.
“You have to maintain a lot
of focus over a period of time,
and be able to keep your vi-
sion intact through all the
turbulence. Making a record
is [seriously] turbulent as
hell,” he says. “You’re bring-
ing something that does not
exist out of the f— darkness
into being.”

That said, both musically
and personally, there’s often
an undercurrent of sarcasm
and even some levity in and
around the darkness.
“You’ve got to be able to have
a little bit of a sense of humor
about yourself, and also the
world in general, you know,
or it’s gonna be a [really]
long grind.”

A prime example? Spinal
Tap. Not just the movie, but
Cantrell’s brief moment on-
stage with the band at the
Universal Amphitheater,
the storied venue whose in-
carnation since 2016 has
been the Tap-appropriate
Wizarding World of Harry
Potter. Cantrell’s memory is
slightly hazy, but he recalls

being invited to play “Christ-
mas With the Devil” with
Tap. Virtuosic Toto guitarist
Steve Lukather was at the
gig, and “I think Jennifer
Batten [of Michael Jackson
fame] was there too. You’ve
already got two heavy-
weights. I show up. I don’t
have a guitar. I don’t have an
amp,” he recalls. “They’ve
got all their big Bradshaw
systems, aircraft control
tower-sized amplifiers set
up on stage.”

Harry Shearer and
Michael McKean — bassist
Derek Smalls and guitarist
David St. Hubbins in their
metallic alter egos, respec-
tively — approached
Cantrell somewhat sheep-
ishly. “I know we invited you
down, but we’ve got these
guys and we don’t have an
amp for you,” they told the
guitarist. “On a counter they
had a little battery-powered
Marshall, a little mini amp,”
Cantrell remembers. “I’m
like, ‘Dude, put that on the
stage and tape it down and
put a big boom mic all the
way down to it. That’s [pure]
comedy.’ ”

The duo was surprised
Cantrell was up for the
shtick, Shearer questioning,
“You’ll do that?”

“I’m like, ‘Yeah, dude,
that’s f— Spinal Tap. I’ll play
through that thing.’ They
thought it was a great idea,
and we did it.” Cantrell got
his Stonehenge moment,
and he’s still stoked by the
memory. “I had my own per-
sonal Spinal Tap moment,
which I helped create with
Michael McKean!”

That “making it up as you
go along” spirit found its way
into the deluxe version of “I
Want Blood.” Seeking to cre-
ate something cool for col-
lectors but without extra
songs to release, Cantrell
thought he’d try a spoken-
word take on “Vilify.” He felt
the result wasn’t “quite cool
enough.” Fortunately, in
making “I Want Blood,”
Cantrell was “surrounded by
a bunch of talented people,
and my demo partner, Max-
well Urasky, is a talented
musician. I’m like, ‘Hey,
man, you want to try to put
some music to this? I just
wrote a record. I don’t want
to write another piece of mu-
sic.’ ”

Urasky composed a
“score” for a spoken-word
version of “Vilify” and
Cantrell showed the com-
pleted version to “I Want
Blood” producer Joe Barresi
(Queens of the Stone Age,
Tool, Bad Religion), “and I
think [collaborators] Greg
Puciato and Tyler [Bates,
musician/composer] as
well.” The consensus?
Cantrell needed to do a spo-
ken-word version of every
song on the just-finished al-
bum. There was a two-week
deadline. The singer recited
the lyrics for each song, then
sent them to his musical al-
lies.

“Everybody rallied. I’m
just as surprised as anyone
at the end of the day,”
Cantrell says with a laugh.
“You never would have got
there if you weren’t engaged
and in the process and
trying to figure it out. It’s al-
ways fun to just to see what
the hell I can pull off, or be a
part of pulling off, or cre-
ating.”

THE SPOKEN SPACE

He joins the grand tradi-
tion of dark artists like Jim
Carroll or William Bur-
roughs in the spoken-word
world, or as Cantrell quips,
“[William] Shatner and
[Leonard] Nimoy.” “It was
kind of fun to get into that
space, that kind of calm, au-
diobook kind of voice,” he
admits, and while he’s 
currently reading Cormac
McCarthy (which seems
the perfect accompaniment
to Cantrell’s songwriting),
he’s focused on music rather
than a career in audiobooks
for the foreseeable future.

Cantrell doesn’t write the
simplest of songs to parse,
but it seems he wants to be
seen, as well as have listeners
see parts of themselves in his
music. The aural dig is worth
it for all. While the reward of
making a record is certainly
in the creation, it’s also in the
reception, as the singer-
songwriter notes. 

“This is a good record. It
was like, ‘I want to release
this, and put my name on it; I
stand behind it.’ You throw it
out there. I’ve been lucky
enough to have people react
to it, support it and get it.
Get it,” he emphasizes, con-
cluding, “You know, that’s
the whole thing.”

Jerry Cantrell taps into the zeitgeist in latest LP

“MY JOB IS to take my experience in the world and spit it back at itself,” says singer, songwriter and guitar-
ist Jerry Cantrell of his often dark lyrics. The Alice in Chains frontman’s latest solo album is “I Want Blood.”

Darren Craig

[Cantrell, from E1]
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her life, as her book reveals.

Skye’s mother and her

mom’s curious, eccentric

boyfriends as well as Skye’s

older brother Donovan Jr.

provide plenty of stories.

Growing up in Hollywood

with aspiring actors, musi-

cians and starstruck fans

also makes for endless

drama.

“I’m pretty open as a per-

son,” she says. “Whether

that’s growing up in L.A.,

where people have a very

open culture because every-

one does therapy, or

whether I’m just like this. …

I’m not rattled. It wasn’t a di-

vergence from how I am

naturally. When I feel that I

can trust people and share,

I’m good at it. With this

book, I want people to get to

know me, in a way.”

As for the timing, Skye

says, “I’m at an age where I

trusted myself. I felt really

supported by my husband

and the publisher and ed-

itor. And while the book defi-

nitely gets vulnerable, peo-

ple seem really interested in

the ’90s and what it was like

to be an actor, to know those

people.”

Skye recalls her early life

and the sense of desperation

for love that drove her into

whirlwind romances with

Keanu Reeves, River

Phoenix, Matthew Perry,

Jenny Shimizu, Ingrid

Casares, (a heartbreakingly

heroin-addicted) Anthony

Kiedis and Robert Downey

Jr., among others. She mar-

ried Beastie Boy Adam

Horovitz in the 1990s. The

pair divorced in 1999 after

seven years and Skye’s af-

fairs with women. She wed

another musician, Ben Lee,

about a decade later. Her

marriage to the Australian

singer is the epilogue, inten-

tionally removed from the

former life and lovers she

documents.

“I’d thought that would

be one of the hardest times

of my life, when Adam and I

broke up. But I kind of liked

all of that freedom I had

when I was in New York, and

I had my own apartment. It

was the first time I was doing

what I should have been,

what was age-appropriate in

your mid-20s,” Skye says.

Until that point, Skye

rues that she had lived like

an adult since childhood, the

inevitable consequence of

entering Hollywood as an

adolescent and lacking con-

ventional parental guid-

ance. Now a parent herself,

Skye says she understands

her father, even if her ap-

proach to raising children is

vastly different.

The book is a wild ride —

from the fantastic, messy

1990s Hollywood parties of

her youth to ashrams, back-

stage at rock shows and on

movie sets like “Wayne’s

World,” “River’s Edge,” “Say

Anything” and “Gas Food

Lodging.” She recalls a soft-

spoken, beautiful young

Reeves on the brink of star-

dom in “River’s Edge,” the

assuredness of director

Cameron Crowe on “Say

Anything” and the intense

friendship she developed

with John Cusack on that

film, though the pair never

dated. At 15, Skye sought to

be legally emancipated be-

cause other child actors had

done the same as a means of

averting the legal require-

ments of minors on set. She

writes: “It was a dream, go-

ing from high school to this

incredible universe where I

got to play make-believe all

day long.”

She also had to embrace

an adult life while barely out

of childhood. Skye’s first se-

rious relationship threw her

right into the quagmire of

trying to love, care for and

leave a heroin addict. “There

was me before Anthony, and

me after,” she writes of her

relationship with Red Hot

Chili Peppers frontman

Kiedis. “Sometimes I’d drive

all night looking for him,

trawling the usual spots over

and over: the corner of Sixth

and Union, the market

where he bought bleach for

his needles, the Eat’n High

Thai restaurant on Foun-

tain. … My world-inside-of-

Anthony’s-world was

shrinking by the day. Little

by little, I was closing myself

off to anyone who cared

enough to question my

choice in dating a junkie

eight years my senior.”

It is a relationship Skye

views differently as the

mother of a 16-year-old

daughter.

She has no regrets in re-

calling the heartbreaking

teenage years she spent

watching her boyfriend in

the hooks of addiction, since

Kiedis bared his own

demons in his 2004 memoir.

“I don’t want to expose

someone’s life, and legally

you can’t anyway. He really

laid it all out in [his book]

‘Scar Tissue,’ ” she says. “I

thought people might be in-

terested in my side of the

story.”

Skye concedes that writ-

ing a memoir is a challenge,

but not so much emotionally

as narratively — contouring

the flow and storytelling

with an editor’s sharp eye.

“I’ve loved writing since I

was young so I have a good

memory. It wasn’t as if I was

uncovering any of these sto-

ries that I’d mentally locked

away; I’ve thought about it.

So writing this was good,

and hard, to do. Some of

those chapters were harder

to go through during editing,

while some were really deli-

cious.”

It’s easy to draw a clear

parallel between her father’s

early rejection and her

hunger for acknowledg-

ment, desire and attention.

Still, she counters, “I

didn’t want it to be all about

chasing love and romance. I

don’t want to use the word

‘love addict,’ but I saw that I

was really looking for securi-

ty and the minute someone

was out of sight, it was ‘out of

sight, out of mind!’ What

calmed me down was having

someone with me, even my

girlfriends. I needed a side-

kick at all times, which I saw

very clearly in writing this

book.”

She adds, “More clearly

than ever, I saw that if I could

do over one part of my life, it

would be to meet the whole

[Red Hot] Chili Peppers

scene when I was 10 years

older, or just to have been

friends with them. I wished

I’d had a lighter touch with

that whole group. I love a lot

of people in that group, but it

definitely went too deep, and

that’s partially why I got

married so young. I thought

I was so mature.”

Having purged stories

both sad and seductive,

Skye wraps her memoir with

an homage to the husband

and adult children she

adores. And — with film

roles and work as a painter

— this memoir is far from a

full stop to her creative life.

Book is nothing but clear true Skye

SKYE with Red Hot
Chili Peppers frontman
Anthony Kiedis.

Jeff Kravitz FilmMagic / Getty

Images

IONE SKYE had a whirlwind romance with Keanu Reeves, her co-star in 1986 teen drama “River’s Edge.”
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Getty Images

[Skye, from E1]

It’s overwhelming to

think of how carefully

tracked we are by private in-

terests at this point in time:

what we buy, what we watch,

what we search online, what

we want to know about other

people — and who we know

and how well. Shoshana

Zuboff ’s “The Age of Surveil-

lance Capitalism” describes

the perfect storm of extrac-

tive profit-seeking and pri-

vacy erosion that drives so

much of contemporary life. 

When it comes to today’s

corporations, she explains,

our lives are the product,

and the power that’s ac-

crued to surveillance capi-

talism abrogates our basic

rights in ways that we have

not yet figured out how to

fight through collaborative

action. Our ability to mobili-

ze, she suggests, “will define

a key battleground upon

which the fight for a human

future unfolds.”

You can feel the influence

of these concerns in Laila

Lalami’s powerful, richly

conceived fifth novel about

pre-crime, “The Dream Ho-

tel” — released Tuesday. Set

in the near future, the book’s

corporatized reality is

slightly more twisted than

ours but entirely plausible, a

place where private greed

has resulted in a disturbing

bureaucracy with no true

due process. As the novel

opens, Moroccan American

mother and archivist Sara

Hussein is in Madison, a 120-

bed “retention” center near

Los Angeles run by a private

company, where, in the in-

terests of crime prevention,

people whose dreams have

marked them as high-risk

for committing crimes are

kept under steady, intrusive

observation. According to

the powers that be, Sara is

being held because she

dreamed of killing her hus-

band. And while she refuses

to believe this means some-

thing bigger, she also worries

about all the holes in her

knowledge; throughout the

novel, Lalami plays out the

shiftiness and uncertainty of

reality when dreams are giv-

en more predictive weight

than facts to stunning effect.

Sara has been inside so

long — at the start of the

book, 281 days — that com-

munication from her hus-

band has slowed, and she

fears that he has started to

believe she is guilty. When a

new woman is admitted to

the facility, her naive as-

sumptions about how the

system works — the result of

ignorance that seems at first

to mirror our own — counter

Sara’s experience-driven

awareness of problems.

After having twins, and

struggling to get enough

sleep, Sara had agreed to

surgery that outfitted her

with a neuroprosthetic —

the company’s promise was

that you could feel rested af-

ter shorter periods of sleep,

but under the principles of

surveillance capitalism, its

reach has since expanded

into people’s private, inner

lives and become a basis for

what amounts to incarcera-

tion, though it’s not labeled

such. “Once dreams became

a commodity, a new market

opened — and markets are

designed to grow. Sales

must be increased, initia-

tives developed, channels

broadened.” We’ll later dis-

cover that, in line with sur-

veillance-capitalist im-

pulses, the company is not

only watching but also culti-

vating product placement in

dreams.

Here, rendering this

edge-of-nightmare world,

Lalami skates along at the

height of her powers as a

writer of intelligent, complex

characters. By training,

Sara is a historian of post-

colonial Africa, and her ca-

reer has been spent as a dig-

ital archivist at the Getty

AUTHOR Laila Lalami’s new novel imagines a near-
future in which people are punished for their dreams.

Beowulf Sheehan

Museum. She maps what

she knows of archives to the

operation of algorithms,

understanding that the lat-

ter work is based on search

terms provided by a human

with limited knowledge, and

that, therefore, its method

for seeking out pre-crime is

profoundly fallible.

The book kicks off with

Lalami’s clever marketing

language for the dream sur-

veillance device: “You’re a

good person; if you were in a

position to stop disaster, you

probably would.” By flatter-

ing people’s sense of them-

selves as good, as wanting to

stop crimes against women

and children — not so differ-

ent from the curtailment of

civil liberties after 9/11, where

the risks of terrorism were

treated on balance as drasti-

cally more significant than

preserving individual free-

doms — the device has be-

come normalized. 

What makes the device so

insidious is not simply the

monitoring, of course, but

that trivial actions, and even

non-actions, mere thoughts,

lead inexorably to nightmar-

ish scenarios. The retention

center has procedures that

purportedly adhere to due

process, but as in Franz

Kafka’s “The Trial” or Vladi-

mir Sorokin’s “The Queue,”

where bureaucracy stands

in the way of getting any-

where, every time it seems

like Sara’s time in the facility

is about to be over, some-

thing trivial occurs to push

her hearing date back, or to

otherwise deny her release.

Unlike those atmos-

pheric novels in which the

central authority in the bu-

reaucracy remains inacces-

sible, Lalami not only ren-

ders Sara relatable through

mentions of mundane

things like hiking with her

husband or caring for babies

but also builds the perspec-

tives of some of the villains of

the piece with nuance.

It’s not only the claustro-

phobia of an enclosed space

with strangers or control-

seeking authorities but time

itself that creates the feeling

of dread. Lalami writes,

“Each day resembles the one

that came before it, the mo-

notony adding to the wom-

en’s apprehension and lead-

ing them to make decisions

that damage their cases.”

The novel takes a fasci-

nating turn, one that calls up

Zuboff ’s insights that we

haven’t yet developed forms

of collaborative action to

counter surveillance capi-

talism, when Sara realizes

that she and other retained

people do have a tool to fight

back, namely the work they

do while incarcerated. It’s a

clever progressive pivot that

tamps down the dystopian

Pantheon

Dreams lead to waking nightmares in this tale
vibes that support the origi-

nal premise of the book. At

one point, Sara looks at a

mural and notices that the

laborers depicted are

watched by a painted fore-

man, “and later by the artist

in his studio, and later yet by

her, the process transform-

ing them from people into

objects.”

But, even in its awareness

that subjectivity is stripped

away when people are

treated as data points, the

novel refuses a grim under-

standing of how people

might become damaged in

their behavior toward one

another while under surveil-

lance (changes to behavior

seen in East Berlin, North

Korea, the Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region and

other places in the world

that have fallen to totalitari-

anism). Rather, there’s a

softhearted universalism to

Lalami’s treatment of sur-

veillance capitalism. Hers is

one in which humans retain

the ability to trust one an-

other enough to forge work-

ing solidarities and authen-

tic collaborations.

Although it relies on a

speculative technology for

its plot, “The Dream Hotel”

is astounding, elegantly con-

structed, character-driven

fiction. Lalami’s realistic ap-

proach to Sara and others,

inflected with leftist politics

and history, elides any sharp

division we might imagine

about where we’ve been and

what we face ahead. “Maybe

past and present aren’t all

that different,” Sara thinks

at a critical moment. “The

strange thing — the amazing

thing, really — is that we’ve

managed to find work-

arounds to surveillance.”

Within the latter part of the

novel, it’s not the stuff of

tragedy or alarm about the

human condition we en-

counter, but surprising, un-

adulterated hope.

Felicelli is a novelist and

critic who served on the

board of the National Book

Critics Circle from 2021-24.

I Review ANITA FELICELLI

Laila Lalami’s latest
novel is a wake-up call
about corporations
snooping on our lives.

Angie Stone, a Grammy-

nominated R&B singer and

songwriter who found suc-

cess as part of the 1990s neo-

soul movement after nearly

two decades in the music

business, died early Sat-

urday in a traffic accident in

Alabama, according to the

Associated Press. She was

63.

Her death was confirmed

by the music producer Wal-

ter Millsap III, who told the

AP that Stone had been

traveling in a van to Atlanta

after a concert when the van

“flipped over and was sub-

sequently hit by a big rig.”

Millsap said the other pas-

sengers in the van survived

the crash.

As a teenager growing up

in Columbia, S.C., Stone

formed the early hip-hop

trio the Sequence, which

landed a recording contract

with Sugar Hill Records; she

later sang in a group called

Vertical Hold and wrote

songs for and performed

with the likes of D’Angelo,

Lenny Kravitz and Mary J.

Blige. Yet Stone didn’t break

out widely until 1999 with the

release of her debut solo al-

bum, “Black Diamond,”

which earned rave reviews

on its way to being certified

gold and spun off the hit sin-

gle “No More Rain (In This

Cloud),” which topped Bill-

board’s Adult R&B Airplay

chart for 10 weeks. In 2002

she scored another big hit

with “Wish I Didn’t Miss

You,” which has more than

136 million streams on Spo-

tify.

Both songs embodied the

earthy ideals and throwback

spirit — “Wish I Didn’t Miss

You” prominently sampled

the O’Jays’ early-’70s “Back

Stabbers” — that made

stars of fellow neo-soul art-

ists such as Erykah Badu,

Maxwell and D’Angelo after

years in which R&B had

moved steadily closer to the

attitude of hip-hop.

In a 2000 interview with

The Times, Stone said Lau-

ryn Hill “broke the mold”

with her Grammy-winning

1998 LP, “The Miseducation

of Lauryn Hill.” “Our society

is so image-conscious, and

she said that it’s OK to be na-

tural and beautiful and sing

about something with sub-

stance,” Stone said.

Angela Laverne Brown

was born in Columbia in 1961

and started singing in

church; her father, an attor-

ney’s assistant, performed

on the side in a gospel quar-

tet. Under the name Angie

B, she formed the Sequence

with Gwendolyn Chisholm

and Cheryl Cook and moved

to the Bronx, N.Y. The trio,

one of rap’s first female

groups, had a hit with 1979’s

“Funk You Up,” which Dr.

Dre later sampled for his

“Keep Their Heads Ringin’.”

After the Sequence broke

up in 1985, Stone worked

with Mantronix and toured

as Kravitz’s sax player be-

fore joining Vertical Hold,

which released two LPs on

A&M Records in the mid-

’90s. She met D’Angelo

around that time and the

two became creative and ro-

mantic partners; she con-

tributed to his 1995 debut,

“Brown Sugar,” and the two

later had a son in 1998.

Stone’s song “Everyday,”

which she wrote with D’An-

gelo, was featured on the

soundtrack of the 1997 movie

“Money Talks,” which led to

a deal with Clive Davis’

Arista Records for “Black

Diamond.” Stone continued

to release albums through-

out the 2000s, including

“The Art of Love & War,”

which reached No. 1 on Bill-

board’s R&B chart in 2007.

In addition to music,

Stone worked as an actor,

appearing in films such as

“The Fighting Temptations”

and “Ride Along” and on

Broadway in the musical

“Chicago.” Her survivors in-

clude her son, Michael, and a

daughter, Diamond.

ANGIE STONE ,

1961 – 2005

R&B singer
was part of
neo-soul
movement

Prince Williams WireImage

MUSICIAN 

Angie Stone died in a
vehicle collision at 63.
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POP MUSIC CRITIC



E4 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2025 LATIMES.COM/ENTERTAINMENT

LIO By Mark Tatulli

CRABGRASS By Tauhid Bondia

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis

NON SEQUITUR By Wiley

LA CUCARACHA By Lalo Alcaraz

ZITS By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

SIX CHIX By Susan Camilleri Konar

FRAZZ By Jef Mallett

TUNDRA By Chad Carpenter

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

JUMP START By Robb Armstrong

MACANUDO By Liniers

CRANKSHAFT By Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayers

BETWEEN FRIENDS By Sandra Bell-Lundy

BIZARRO By Wayno and Piraro

BLONDIE By Dean Young & John Marshall

DRABBLE By Kevin Fagan

MUTTS By Patrick McDonnell

PEANUTS By Charles M. Schulz

PICKLES By Brian Crane

LOOSE PARTS By Dave Blazek

CURTIS By Ray Billingsley
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ACROSS

 1 Update a historic home, 
say

 6 Quick look
 10 “Dream on”
 14 Enlighten
 15 Crooner Paul
 16 Novela introduction?
 17 Fleetwood Mac hit with 

the lyric “I’ll settle for 
one day to believe in 
you”

 19 Jai __
 20 Pro vote
 21 Ingrid’s “Casablanca” 

role
 22 Strenuous
 24 Prefix with tech
 26 Taylor Swift hit that 

features a sweater 
metaphor

 28 Milwaukee team
 31 “The Daily” podcast 

producer, briefly
 32 Special glow
 33 Paul of “The Batman”
 35 Venomous snake
 40 Elvis Presley hit about 

someone who only looks 
like an angel

 43 Be of __: help
 44 __ Point, California
 45 Summer getaway
 46 Govt. intel org.
 48 Gets to giggle
 50 Rihanna hit about 

friends who stick 
together rain or shine

 55 For fear that
 56 See 50-Down
 57 Quite bright
 59 Alley-__
 62 Actor Alda
 63 Musical remakes, and 

what 17-, 26-, 40-, and 
50-Across all are, in a 
way

 66 Rare rocks
 67 Sinister
 68 Verdi work
 69 “Gotcha”
 70 “The Voice” host Carson
 71 Elevates

DOWN

 1 Depend (on)
 2 Actress Falco
 3 Touched on something 

touchy
 4 Back of the boat

 5 Author credit
 6 Buds
 7 Pioneering computer
 8 Scrape (by)
 9 Danish, e.g.
 10 Pong platform
 11 Former baseball 

commissioner Bud
 12 Glazer of “Broad City”
 13 Pretend
 18 “Euphoria” actor Jacob
 23 Pet collar attachment
 25 Stand by for
 27 Designate as a 

successor
 28 Grammy winner Erykah
 29 Feels remorse
 30 Flip-flop, e.g.
 34 Confidentiality contract, 

for short
 36 Dodges
 37 Landline sounds
 38 “Twilight” vampire 

Cullen
 39 Gym count
 41 Not a people person, 

say
 42 Mariner
 47 Prepared to serve, as 

pie

 49 Black out
 50 With 56-Across, grilled 

eel dish
 51 Odometer units
 52 Not one’s best effort
 53 Flush
 54 Blacksmith’s block
 58 Wriggly
 60 Fantasy monster
 61 Unpaid ads
 64 Egg cells
 65 Maker of Lincoln Park 

After Dark nail polish

ANSWER TO 

PREVIOUS PUZZLE

3/5/25

3/5/25

SUDOKU

BLISS By Harry Bliss

KENKEN

  Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6 
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each 
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the 
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be 
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.

FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

CROSSWORD

© 2025 Tribune Content AgencyBy Sala Wanetick & Emily Biegas

Edited By Patti Varol

SPEED BUMP By Dave Coverly

DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank Ketcham

MARMADUKE By Brad & Paul AndersonFREE RANGE By Bill Whitehead

COMICS

Aries (March 21-April 19):

Some decisions get more dif-

ficult the longer you dwell on

them. Wait just long enough

to gather your courage but

not so long that overthink-

ing makes you step back.

Taurus (April 20-May

20): It’s so hard when a per-

son seems on your wave-

length but can’t or won’t be

there the way you want them

to be. It really is better to

have known this than not. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21):

You can do it happy, sad,

scared, tired, robotically or

with feeling. Just do it. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22):

Don’t get discouraged. As

you do even a little bit of

work toward a change, you

are becoming your best self. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):

You’re wise to say yes to only

the things that solve a prob-

lem. Check to make sure

you’re having the impact

that matters to you. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):

It’s not just learning from

other people’s mistakes that

matters. It’s moving forward

willing to make your own. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):

If you wait to feel worthy of or

ready for an experience, you

may be waiting forever.

There’s always going to be

something to overcome be-

fore the victory.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21):

You’re mourning something

that’s not quite gone but not

quite there. You can hold

both the ache of missing

something and the accept-

ance that all is unfolding for

the best. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-

Dec. 21): You’ll take on re-

sponsibilities that align with

your larger goals and vision,

ensuring that each task you

embrace naturally fits into

the bigger picture. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.

19): Thoughtful choices

about where you invest your

time and energy help you

build momentum without

stretching yourself too thin. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.

18): This sky is an encourage-

ment to look outward when

you feel lost — whether

that’s to books, mentors, art

or the actual sky. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March

20): You’re setting yourself

up for something good,

whether it’s for you directly

or for the people around you. 

Today’s birthday
(March 5): Your combina-

tion of talents culminates in

something unique this year.

You’ll be driven to give what

only you can. Personal suc-

cess comes in waves; mo-

mentum builds until you’re

riding high. An ally helps

make a long-held dream a

reality. You’ll be at the center

of a vibrant, supportive com-

munity. Virgo and Taurus

adore you. Lucky numbers:

8, 14, 21, 39, 47. 

Mathis writes her column

for Creators Syndicate Inc.

The horoscope should be

read for entertainment.

HOROSCOPE

By Holiday Mathis

“Who put a stop-pay-

ment on my reality check?”

— graffiti 

Finesses are apt to lose as

much as they win, but some

declarers are reluctant to ac-

cept that reality. 

At today’s 3NT, South

took dummy’s ace of hearts

and led the nine of diamonds

for a finesse. Reality set in

when West took the king and

led another heart. South

had only eight tricks — four

diamonds, two hearts and

two spades. When he led a

club, West won and cashed

three hearts. Down one. 

South could have done

better. At Trick Two he leads

a club from dummy. If East

had, say, A-8-3 and rose with

the ace, South would have

four club tricks, two hearts,

two spades and a diamond.

If instead East played low,

South would win and shift to

diamonds for at least nine

tricks. 

As the cards lie, West cap-

tures declarer’s queen and

leads another heart, and

South wins and takes the

king of clubs. When East’s

jack falls, South is home. If

East-West played low clubs,

South would finesse in dia-

monds. 

You hold: ♠ Q 6 ♥ 10 9 7 6 3

♦ K 5 4 ♣ A 9 3. Your partner

opens one spade, you re-

spond 1NT and he bids two

hearts. The opponents pass.

What do you say?

Answer: Though you

have only nine high-card

points, and partner’s hand

may be a minimum, there is

too much potential to hang

below game. Bid four hearts.

Give partner a hand such as

A K 7 5 3, A K 4 2, 7 6, 8 7, and

on a lucky day, with a

friendly lie of the cards, he

will win 12 tricks at hearts. 

South dealer 

N-S vulnerable 

NORTH
♠ A 7 5 
♥ A 8 
♦ J 9 6 
♣ K 10 6 5 4 

WEST EAST
♠ Q 6 ♠ J 10 9 4 2 
♥ 10 9 7 6 3 ♥ Q 5 4 2 
♦ K 5 4 ♦ 3 2 
♣ A 9 3 ♣ J 8

SOUTH

♠ K 8 3 

♥ K J 

♦ A Q 10 8 7

♣ Q 7 2

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1 NT Pass 3 NT All Pass

Opening lead — ♥ 10 

Tribune Content Agency

BRIDGE

By Frank Stewart

Dear Eric: I have had the

same dentist for the past 15

years. Within the last year, I

have found myself wanting

to know him on a personal

level. I know he is not in-

volved in a relationship, and

he seems interested as well.

How should I proceed?

Makes Me Smile

Dear Smile: First, find a

new dentist. The American

Dental Assn.’s Code of Eth-

ics states, “Dentists should

avoid interpersonal re-

lationships that could im-

pair their professional judg-

ment or risk the possibility

of exploiting the confidence

placed in them by a patient.”

So, if he were to date you

while you were under his

care, he risks compromising

himself. He also puts himself

at risk. For instance, if a rela-

tionship with a patient went

sour, he opens himself up to

accusations of malpractice.

Before making any

moves, stop seeing him pro-

fessionally and start seeing

someone else. At that point,

you could reach out through

nonprofessional means (so,

not his office number) to

gauge his comfort with a per-

sonal connection. But you

really ought to be careful, al-

most to a fault. It’s not ap-

propriate for him to express

interest in a relationship

with a patient, especially

one he’s been seeing for 15

years. Honestly, it’s better to

direct your well-cared-for

smile elsewhere.

Dear Eric: My mom is al-

most 92 and is recovering

from a stroke. She no longer

drives; her poor motor skills

don’t allow her to cook or

handle hot items on a stove,

nor shower or bathe herself.

My siblings and I agree

that Mom needs to be in as-

sisted living with nursing

care, but one sibling insisted

on looking after Mom her-

self. But she now realizes

that it has become burden-

some. Because I am retired,

Sister thinks she can just

snap her fingers, and I arrive

to relieve her for a month or

more at a time. I have no

problem visiting mom, but

her level of care is something

I am not comfortable with.

Every time the topic of

assisted living comes up,

Sister has a different reason

why she is against it. First, it

was because assisted living

facilities are “not nice places

and hire sub-par people.”

Then it was that assisted liv-

ing is OK, but she doesn’t

want to do it against mom’s

will. (Mom has told her she

wants to go.)

While the rest of us sib-

lings are thankful Sister has

stepped in to look after

mom, we knew it would

eventually come to this. We

are all married with families

and homes of our own, we

live in other states, but Sis-

ter is single and thinks it’s no

longer her turn. Yes, she

should be able to go on a va-

cation, go check on her

house and have her life back.

She could do all of that if she

would just concede to mom

going into assisted living.

Mom has the funds to pro-

vide for her care. Thoughts

on how to settle this?

Care Conflict

Dear Care: I have sympa-

thy for your sister; it’s clear

she’s having trouble accept-

ing what’s best for your

mother. That struggle is pre-

venting her from navigating

this clearly. She may think

that she (or you) can provide

better care than an assisted-

living facility with trained

professionals, but that goes

against your mother’s

stated wishes for herself. 

Your sister has some

work to do internally, but the

first priority is making sure

that your mother’s desires

are heard and honored. You,

your siblings and your

mother should have a meet-

ing where your mother is

able to, again, confirm that

she wants to move to an as-

sisted-living facility. Rein-

force that the goal is to hon-

or your mother’s wishes, not

to debate. 

One of the siblings — per-

haps you, but not the sister

who is currently caregiving

— should take the lead on

finding a facility, then get-

ting her set up and accli-

mated. Your sister can have

input, but she doesn’t get

the final say.

Email questions to

eric@askingeric.com.

ASKING ERIC
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wanted to showcase other
sides of the country.

“Obviously that exists
here, but it doesn’t define
Thai culture,” executive pro-
ducer David Bernad said in a
phone interview last month
from Bangkok, where the
show was having a splashy
local premiere attended by
its cast, including Thai-born
K-pop star Lalisa Manobal,
a.k.a. Blackpink’s Lisa, who
stars as a worker at the ho-
tel. “What we attempted to
do is depict Thailand in an
authentic way — the beauty
of the people and the culture
— in a way that hopefully
brings more positive inter-
est back to Thailand.”

The season was made in
partnership with the Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand
and the Four Seasons, which
once again served as a film-
ing location for the series.
The government of Thailand
also offered generous tax re-
bates to the production.
HBO collaborated with a
slew of brands to create an
array of “White Lotus”-in-
spired products, including
$98 scented candles, $48
sunscreen, $325 overnight
bags, $725 dresses and $4.50
flavored coffee creamers.
Despite its often dark
themes and cynical take on
humanity, the show clearly
has become an aspirational
marketing vehicle for
brands across the spectrum.
Why, exactly, is a show about
terrible people behaving
badly (and dying) so appeal-
ing to these companies?

“I genuinely don’t know
the answer. It’s a very weird
thing,” Bernad said. “It’s
surreal, knowing that the
original construction of the
show was so intimate and
small. For me, it still feels
strange that anyone is pay-
ing attention.”

Given what a pop culture
juggernaut “The White Lo-
tus” has become, it is easy to
forget it was conceived as a
stopgap — a show that could
be made quickly and safely
in a single, isolated location
during the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic, when
HBO was in desperate need
of fresh programming.

The original plan was to
film in Australia, where
strict lockdowns helped
keep the pandemic in check.
When that proved too diffi-
cult, Hawaii became the ob-
vious choice. The setting of-
fered stunning natural
beauty but also rich themes
to explore, particularly
American colonialism and
the plight of Native Hawai-
ians.

Similarly, Season 2 was
almost set in France but
wound up in Sicily after a
scouting trip to Taormina,
where a tour guide told them
the legend behind the deco-
rative moor’s head statues
found in the region that be-
came a motif in the series.
“That was the kickoff to
Mike wanting to write this

bedroom farce season about
sexual politics,” Bernad
said.

Season 3 was always en-
visioned as an “exploration
of Eastern versus Western
philosophy,” Bernad said.
But Plan A was to film in
Japan, a country where
they’d been keen to make
something for years. Largely
as a courtesy to HBO, White
and Bernad also visited
Thailand. (White had nega-
tive associations with Koh
Samui in particular because
he’d been sequestered on
the island after getting elimi-
nated from “The Amazing
Race.”)

But ultimately they were
charmed by the country and
its people. White also was
struck by a fit of inspiration
when he came down with
bronchitis while in the city of
Chiang Mai. He was treated
with potent steroids and
“hallucinated the entire sea-
son,” Bernad said. “Hon-
estly, the next day, we were
scouting in the van, and he
told me about his dream. It’s
basically what we shot — his
steroid-induced dream.”

Relocating the show to
Thailand, where more than
90% of the population is
Buddhist, “allowed us to ex-
plore Buddhism as a religion
and a philosophy,” Bernad
said. One of their creative
goals was presenting a more
nuanced version of Thai cul-
ture than is typical of West-
ern media. “It’s usually like
‘The Hangover Part II,’ ex-
ploiting the darker side of
Bangkok. But that’s not

what we set out to do,” he
said.

One of the characters
this season, Piper Ratliff
(Sarah Catherine Hook), is a
religious studies major who
has dragged her wealthy
Southern family to Thailand
so that she can interview a
Buddhist monk for her the-
sis. Her spiritual curiosity is
baffling to her family, who
are skeptical of the many
wellness offerings at the ho-
tel.

Koh Samui is “like detox
island,” a place well-heeled
tourists come to engage in
practices they associate
with Buddhism but are often
a mishmash of different spir-
itual traditions, said Brooke
Schedneck, a religious stud-
ies professor at Rhodes Col-
lege whose research centers
on Buddhism and religious
tourism in Thailand. “Every-
one coming off the plane [in
Koh Samui] has their yoga
mats,” she said. Places like
the fictional White Lotus
“draw on this idea of Thai-
land as a Buddhist place but
[offer] wellness options that
don’t necessarily connect to
Buddhism.” (You’d never
practice yoga in a Buddhist
temple, for instance.)

“I think it’s really funny
how ... most of them are go-
ing to this wellness resort,
and then they’re like, ‘I don’t
want to do wellness. Why do
I have to do this?’ ” Sched-
neck said of the hotel’s
spoiled guests. “It shows the
individualistic, Western
mindset of ‘I want to do
whatever I want.’ ” 

Yet the contradiction be-
tween East and West may
not be as stark as one might
assume. Some Westerners
wrongly assume that be-
cause Buddhism is so preva-
lent in Thailand, it means
people are less interested in
material things. “The idea
that Buddhism can encom-
pass and encourage wealth
is something that’s difficult
for people to grasp,” Sched-
neck said.

For the Four Seasons,
“The White Lotus” has been
an undeniably powerful
marketing tool — despite
the death and dissolute be-
havior that goes on at the re-
sorts in the series. The for-
mal partnership, launched
ahead of Season 3, means
the company can use “White
Lotus” IP and do branded
activations, including pool-
side cabanas and viewing
parties, at its resorts. The
Four Seasons also recently
announced a 20-day
excursion in which guests
will travel aboard the com-
pany’s private jet to the
show’s three filming loca-
tions.

As part of its marketing
research, the company con-
ducts monthly surveys with
high-net-worth individuals.
The questionnaire now in-
cludes questions about “The
White Lotus.” Of the millen-
nials surveyed, 88% were
aware of both brands, and
71% said they were highly
likely to visit properties fea-
tured in the series.

“We know that if we pick
the right show, and if the ho-

tel has been featured in the
right way, it has a huge busi-
ness impact, and it’s the best
PR we can do,” said Marc
Speichert, executive vice
president and chief com-
mercial officer at the Four
Seasons. He is already see-
ing a surge of online interest
in the Koh Samui property:
Visits to the site are up
nearly 600% over the same
time last year. 

“Everybody knows that
this is obviously a fiction.
The White Lotus isn’t the
Four Seasons, per se. It just
uses the hotel as a backdrop.
The PR that we’re getting is
about how incredible the ho-
tel looks,” Speichert said.
(He said that characters like
Belinda, played by Natasha
Rothwell in Seasons 1 and 3,
and Valentina, played by Sa-
brina Impacciatore in Sea-
son 2, reflect the kind of peo-
ple who do work at the Four
Seasons.)

Previous seasons of “The
White Lotus” led to a surge of
visitors to Maui and Sicily. In
Thailand, where tourism is a
major industry, an influx
would be welcome. The
country saw 35 million for-
eign visitors last year, ac-
cording to the Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand, which
aims to increase that num-
ber to 40 million in 2025.

“Thailand acting as the
setting of ‘The White Lotus’
Season 3 allows us to reach a
truly global audience, and
offers a unique opportunity
to showcase Thailand’s
breathtaking landscapes,
rich culinary scene, vibrant

culture, natural beauty and,
most importantly, the peo-
ple and the warmth of Thai
hospitality,” said Chompu
Marusachot, director of the
TAT’s New York office.

An increase in visitors
would be an economic boon
for Thailand, but there is
also concern about the po-
tential environmental
impact more visitors would
have on the country, particu-
larly Koh Samui, which al-
ready struggles with a short-
age of fresh water and an
overflowing landfill, accord-
ing to reports from local resi-
dents. Other Hollywood pro-
ductions offer cautionary
tales: “The Beach,” released
in 2000, helped turn Maya
Bay on the island of Ko Phi
Phi Leh into a major tourist
destination that received as
many as 5,000 visitors a day.
Because of the resulting pol-
lution, an estimated 80% of
the coral in the bay was de-
stroyed. Authorities eventu-
ally closed the beach for sev-
eral years and now restrict
access. HBO did not provide
comment when asked about
the environmental impact of
filming “The White Lotus” in
Koh Samui.

But for Bernad, making
the series in Thailand
taught him the importance
of treading lightly. “You have
to come in with a humility
that you’re not imposing
your way of production,” he
said. “You’re learning from
the local crew and produc-
ers, and adjusting to their
needs.” Good advice for pro-
ducers, and tourists, alike.

HBO’s ‘The White Lotus,’ sponsored by ...

SAM NIVOLA, left, Sarah Catherine Hook and Patrick Schwarzenegger play vacationers in Thailand in Season 3 of “The White Lotus.”
Fabio Lovino HBO

[‘White Lotus,’ from E1]

noise as they fall into the
R&B groove of a musical
overflowing with captivat-
ing voices. Tops among
them is T.J. Wilkins, who
lends Barack a smoky tim-
bre as seductive as the pat-
ented sounds of Teddy Pen-
dergrass and Marvin Gaye.

Shanice (one name will
do for this singing talent)
gives Michelle Obama the
feisty warmth of a Faith 
Evans singing her truth.
Rest assured Shanice’s
Michelle will tell Barack how
she feels — without worrying
in the least whether he can
handle her straight talk. 

Chad Doreck plays Joe
Biden, the show’s narrator,
whose “hazy” version of
events gives the show’s cre-
ator, Eli Bauman, a TV writ-
er who worked on Obama’s
campaign, a vehicle for get-
ting into the nation’s first
Black president’s private
business. (If someone
doesn’t feel comfortable
with a white artist imagining
Barack and Michelle’s sexy
talk after hours at the White
House, you can put the
blame on poor Joe.)

Doreck’s portrayal be-
gins with a shuffling gait,
sending up in “Saturday
Night Live”-style Biden’s ge-
riatric decline. Trim and
perversely puppyish, the
character doesn’t let age
keep him down for long.
When the music erupts, he’s
the first to show off his
moves, regardless of
whether he’s even welcome
in the scene.

The show’s baddies —
Larry Cedar’s pony-tailed
good ol’ boy Mitch Mc-

Connell, Michael Uribes’
snarling Ted Cruz, Jane Pa-
pageorge’s pole-dancing
Sarah Palin and Jeff Sum-
ner’s parasol-twirling Lind-
sey Graham — have banded
together to thwart Obama’s
presidency at every turn.
Herman Cain (Dino Shorté)
is conscripted into WHAM
(White, Heterosexual, Afflu-
ent Men) as the token Black
representative of this group
of right-wing loonies. He
can’t figure out what he’s do-
ing there either, but he gal-
vanizes the show with a ver-
sion of Prince’s “Purple
Rain” retitled “Herman
Cain” and ultimately proves
that he’s nobody’s puppet.

The music, under the
lively music direction of An-
thony “Brew” Brewster, is
enjoyably derivative. Bau-
man’s score made me imag-
ine a musical theater soft-
ware program that would
take R&B hits and recom-
bine them into new tunes.

The effect is like karaoke

only with a live band, origi-
nal material and profession-
als who can really sing, such
as Summer Nicole Greer,
who serves as the Voice of
the People. Perhaps the
most memorable number is
the one with an unprintable
title that invites the audi-
ence to flip off Ted Cruz. 

There’s an ephemerality
to the theatrical experience.
The jokey, gleefully profane
lyrics are stimulating in the
moment but then quickly
forgotten, like novelty songs
in a clever college cabaret.
Even Bauman’s funniest
musical bits get swallowed
in the show’s frothy, frolic-

some relentlessness. 
Sometimes the humor is

a little cringey. I’m the last
person to defend Sarah Pal-
in, but the misogyny of the
stripper caricature seemed
excessive. So too was the
grudge-bearing, Obama-
frenemy cartoon of Hillary
Clinton (Jenna Pastuszek).
Everybody is a target, it’s
true, but some parodies land
better than others.

The real problem of “44
the Musical,” though, is its
overstretched nature. In his
writing, composing and
staging, Bauman doesn’t
know when enough is
enough. The show is a

species of pub theater, but
somewhere along the way it
seems to have convinced it-
self that it could be the next
“Hamilton.”

The sprightly production
design is set up for rapid
transit, but the traffic on-
stage isn’t in any hurry. It
was nearly three hours with
opening-night delays before
I emerged from my seat for a
musical that should be half
that length. 

The comedy can’t help
but grow stale left out so
long. The hardworking en-
semble never quits. Doreck’s
Joe, the show’s secret weap-
on, slingshots across the

stage. But exhilaration runs
neck and neck with exhaus-
tion.

Wilkins’ Barack gives
“44” a soul. Shanice’s Mi-
chelle gives the musical a
spine. Cedar’s Mitch gives
the story a wily villain with
freaky dance moves.

But what a strange, tu-
multuous, unjoyful moment
it is to encounter this wink-
ing recap of our 44th presi-
dent’s political journey. Nos-
talgia for a president whose
greatest sins were expand-
ing healthcare access and
wearing a tan suit is a luxury
we can ill afford at the mo-
ment.

The show and jokes go on too long in ‘44 the Musical’

SHANICE AND T.J. Wilkins, center, star as Michelle and Barack Obama in “44 the Musical” at the Kirk
Douglas Theatre. The musical was written by Eli Bauman, who worked on Obama’s presidential campaign. 

Bella Marie Adams Bella Marie Adams

[‘44,’ from E1]

‘44 the
Musical’

Where: Kirk Douglas
Theatre, 9820 Washington
Blvd., Culver City

When: 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
1 and 7:30 p.m. Sundays.
Ends March 23.

Tickets: Start at $44

Contact: 44theobama
musical.com/tickets

Running time: 2 hours, 
30 minutes (including one
intermission)


