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Khaleda Zia. Reuters file

BANGLADESH

SCupholds
acquittal of
Khaleda Ziain

corruptioncase

Dhaka: Bangladesh's
Supreme Court on
Monday upheld a High
Court ruling that acquit-
ted former premier and
BNP chairperson Khaleda
Ziaina corruption case in
which she was sentenced
to seven years in jail by a
lower court. A three-
member Appellate
Division bench headed by
Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam
passed the order, dismiss-
ing the plea filed by the
state and the Anti-
Corruption Commission
challenging the High
Court verdict that acquit-
ted Zia and others, the
state-run BSS news
agency reported. PTI

CANADA

PM: Protecting
freedomkeyin
talks with King

London: Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
said his priority in talks
with King Charles on
Monday will be protect-
ing his country's sover-
eignty after U.S. President
Donald Trump recently
suggested making
Canadathe 51st U.S. state.
Trudeau said nothing is
more important to his cit-
izens than "standing up
for our sovereignty and
our independence”,
ahead of the meeting
with Charles, who is
Canada's head of state.
Last week, Charles invited
Trump to what would be
a historic second state
visit to Britain. REUTERS

AUSTRIA

New govt takes
office after
5-month wait

Vienna: Austria's first
three-party coalition
since the aftermath of
World War Two took of-
fice on Monday, ending
the country's longest-ever
wait for a new govern-
ment and keeping the
Russia-friendly, far-right
Freedom Party (FPO) out
of power. Although the
FPO won September's
parliamentary election
with about 29% of the
vote, the eurosceptic
party failed to form a
workable coalition, open-
ing the door to a centrist
alternative. When the FPO
bid crumbled, the conser-
vative People's Party,
Social Democrats and lib-
eral Neos struck an al-
liance, overcoming their
own earlier failure todo a
deal. REUTERS

JAPAN
Japan's prince
Hisahito holds
st press meet

Tokyo: Japan's Prince
Hisahito, the second in
line to the throne, held a
debut news conference
on Monday, telling re-
porters he would try to
balance official duties and
his university studies and
research about the drag-
onfly. The prince said he
would follow the good
examples of his uncle,
Emperor Naruhito, and
other elder members of
the Imperial family, while
pursuing his university
studies, beginning next
month. AP

ONE TALIBAN FIGHTER KILLED, TWO INJURED
PAK, AFGHAN FORCES CLASH AT CLOSED BORDER

Pakistani and Afghan security forces clashed on Monday at the recently shuttered main border cross-

ing between the two countries, killing at least one combatant and injuring several, officials said. The
Taliban said on Monday the latest firing took place overnight and that one Taliban fighter had been

killed and two injured. Pak Officials said that Pakistani soldiers were also wounded

Europe draws up Ukraine ceasefire plans,

Trump says Zelenskyy doesn’t want peace

UK says many proposals on table; Europe agrees to send troops but calls for US support in some form

ELIZABETHPIPER
& JOHNIRISH
LONDON, PARIS, MARCH 3

BRITAIN SAID on Monday there
were several possible proposals
on the table for a possible
Ukraine ceasefire, after France
floated a proposal for a month-
long initial truce that could pave
the way for peace talks.

European countries, led by
Britain and France, are looking at
options for a peace proposal in-
cluding Ukraine after last week's
Oval Office rupture between U.S.
President Donald Trump and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. “There are clearly a
number of options on the table,”
Prime Minister Keir Starmer's
spokesman said. “I'm just not
getting into a running commen-
tary on the options.”

White House national secu-
rity adviser Mike Waltz told re-
porters: “So, we welcome
Europe stepping up for Europe,
but they have toalsoinvestin the
capabilities to do so.”

France, Britain and poten-
tially other European countries
have offered to send troops to
Ukraine in the event of a cease-
fire, but say they would want

h

L -
.

l-
i
1
]
y

Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and French
President Emmanuel Macron in London on Sunday. Reuters

support from the US, a proposal
referred to as a “backstop”.

Zelenskyy says a ceasefire
must come with explicit security
guarantees from the West to en-
sure Russia does not attack again.
Trump has refused to give any
such guarantees.

Trump, meanwhile, said
Monday that “America will not
put up with it for much longer,”

IFTAR IN GAZA

pointing to recent comments
made by Zelenskyy about the end
of the war with Russia. In a post
on Truth Social that shared an AP
story quoting Zelenskyy as saying
the end of the war is “very, very
far away,” Trump said “this is the
worst statement that could have
been made by Zelenskyy.”
“...this guy doesn't want there
to be Peace as long as he has

Amid the holy month of Ramadan, a Palestinian family breaks the day’s fast on the rubble of
their home, at Jabalia refugee camp in northern Gaza Strip, on Sunday. Israeli fire killed at
least two people in Rafah and injured three others in Khan Younis in the south of Gaza,
raising fear among Palestinians that the ceasefire could collapse after Israel imposed a total
blockade on the shattered enclave. Israeli troops also demolished houses and cleared a wide
roadway through the Nur Shams refugee camp in the West Bank on Monday. Reuters

Pope Francis off ventilation, stable

JOSHUA MCELWEE
VATICANCITY,MARCH 3

POPE FRANCIS rested well
overnight and is in a stable con-
dition as he fights double pneu-
monia in hospital for the 18th
day, the Vatican said on Monday.
The 88-year-old pontiff no
longer requires the use of me-
chanical ventilation to breathe
and has been without a fever, the
Vatican said in its latest medical
update on Sunday evening.
"The pope rested well all
night,” said a one-line note from

Aballoon with the Pope’s
image in Rome, Monday

the Vatican on Monday morning
that did not provide more de-
tails. A full medical update on the
pope's condition is expected on

Monday evening.

Francis was admitted to
Rome's Gemelli hospital on
February 14 with severe respira-
tory problems that swiftly degen-
erated into double pneumonia -
a serious infection in both lungs
that can inflame and scar them,
making it difficult to breathe.

The Vatican's updates on the
pope's condition have taken a
more upbeat tone since Friday,
when the pope suffered a con-
striction of his respiratory air-
ways, akin to an asthma attack,
that required him to be aspi-
rated. REUTERS

America's backing and, Europe, in
the meeting they had with
Zelenskyy, stated flatly that they
cannotdo the jobwithout the US,”
Trump said.

Starmer hosted a summit of
European leaders in London
Sunday and said they had agreed
to draw up a Ukraine peace plan
to present to the US. French
President Emmanuel Macron

Russiamaydrive
aharderbargain

EXPLAINED

.

KREMLIN SPOKESMAN
Dmitry Peskov said
Monday attempts by US
and Russia “will clearly
not be enough” to end the
fighting. “An important
element is missing,” he
said. He implied that
Russia could now push
for a harder bargain than
it did during the failed
peace talksin 2022 —in
which Kyiv rejected the
demands of Ukraine
adopting a neutral status,
not joining NATO, limit-
ing the size of its armed
forces and granting spe-
cial status to east Ukraine.

floated a one-month ceasefire, al-
though so far there has been no
public endorsement from other
allies. “Such a truce on air, seaand
energy infrastructure would al-
low us to determine if Russian
President Vladimir Putin is act-
ingin good faith,” French Foreign
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said.
“And that's when real peace ne-
gotiations could start.” REUTERS
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REUTERS

Driver rams car into
crowd in western
Germany; at least 2
killed, many injured

REUTERS
MANNHEIM, MARCH 3

A CAR drove into a crowd in the
western German city of
Mannheim on Monday, killing at
least two people and seriously
injuring several others, over-
shadowing carnival celebrations
in the region where police had
been on alert for attacks.

Police detained the car's
driver and later said he had acted
alone, with no broader threat
seen for the public. The suspectis
a40-year-old German man from
the neighbouring state of
Rhineland-Palatinate who did
not appear to be politically mo-
tivated, they said.

People were seen lying on
the ground at the scene and at
least two were being resusci-
tated, a witness told Reuters.

It was unclear whether the
driver acted deliberately orif there
was any connection to Germany's
carnival celebrations, which cul-
minated on Rose Monday with a
number of parades, although not
inMannheim, which held its main
event Sunday. Police declined to
comment on the suspect'siden-
tity, saying this was a focus of
their investigation.

Emergency services at the
site of the attack on Monday

Security has been a key con-
cern in Germany following a
string of violent attacks in recent
weeks, including deadly car
rammings in Magdeburg in
December and in Munich last
month, as well as a stabbing in
Mannheim in May 2024.

Police were on high alert for
this year's carnival parades after
social media accounts linked to
the Islamic State militant group
called for attacks on the events
in Cologne and Nuremberg.

German Interior Minister
Nancy Faeser cancelled her at-
tendance at the parade in
Cologne on Monday, Germany's
biggest, due to the events in
Mannheim, a spokesperson for
the minister said.

Anora wins 5 Oscars including best

LISARICHWINE
LOS ANGELES, MARCH 3

ANORA, THE story of a New York
sex worker who gets a chance at
a new life when she marries a
wealthy Russian client, won five
Academy Awards Sunday, in-
cluding the Best Picture Oscar.

Sean Baker also won for best
director, original screenplay and
editing for Anorq, tying the record
for most Oscars won by a person
in a year with Walt Disney who
won fourin 1954. The movie's 25-
year-old star, Mikey Madison, was
named best actress. Madison
scored an upset over Demi Moore,
who was favored to win best ac-
tress for her role in The Substance.

“Igrew up in Los Angeles, but
Hollywood always felt so far
away from me,” Madison said.

Anoraemerged as the winner
in an unpredictable Oscars race
that included Papal thriller
Conclave, Jewish immigrant
story The Brutalist and block-
buster musical Wicked.

Adrien Brody claimed his sec-
ond best actor Oscar for his role
as a Jewish immigrant who
chases the American dream in
The Brutalist. The 51-year-old had
previously won for The Pianist,
when he became the youngest
best actor winner at age 29.

“Acting is a very fragile pro-
fession,” Brody said. “No matter
where you are in your career, it
can all go away.”

Zoe Saldana was named best
supporting actress for herrole as
the fixer for aMexican drug lord
in Emilia Perez, a Spanish
-language musical released
on Netflix.

The movie, which also won
best original song for El Mal, was
a favorite for best picture earlier
this year. The actress, the first

Trump tariff threats, economic slowdown
set to dominate Chlna Parliament session

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, MARCH 3

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump's
tariff threats, along with firm poli-
cies to contain China and the eco-
nomic slowdown, are expected
todominate the annual session of
the Chinese parliament begin-
ning here on Tuesday.

Over 5,000delegates fromthe
National People’s Congress (NPC)
and the advisory body, the
Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC),
will meet to begin their about two
week-long sessions to deliberate
on a host of agenda and legisla-
tions finalised by the ruling
Communist Party China (CPC) to

National People’s Congress
will convene on Tuesday. File

steer the country for this year.
The NPC, which is called the
rubber stamp legislature for its
routine endorsement of the poli-
cies of the CPC, is the main policy
body, while the national advi-
sory body - the CPPCC - compris-

ing representatives from various
walks of Chinese society delib-
erate and forward recommenda-
tions to improve the governance.
The NPC will open its session
on Wednesday with the submis-
sion of the work report and the
budget by Premier Li Qiang out-
lining China's achievement last
year, including the accomplish-
ment of the official target of five
per cent of GDP, amid the slump
of the property market causing
billions of losses and expanding
the dormant domestic demand.
The twin sessions at the
Great Hall of People overlooking
the sprawling Tiananmen
Square will open this year with
Trump's tariff threat on China's
exports of USD 436 billion to the

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

US, which already declined from
USD 547 billion in 2018.

Trump said his 10 per cent
new tariffs on goods from China
will come into force on Tuesday,
the day the NPC session begins.

Chinese goods were already
hit by 10 per cent tariffs by
Trump after he assumed his sec-
ond tenure. During his election
campaign, Trump threatened to
slap 60 per cent tariffs on
Chinese goods to address US
concerns over fentanyl, a potent
opioid drug blamed for wide-
spread drug addiction in the US.

The focus of Li's work report
will also reveal the likely increase
in the defence budget of China,
the second largest spender on
defence after the US. PTI

2 picture, Adrien Brody is best actor

BEST ACTRESS
Mikey Madison,
Anora

BEST ADAPTED
SCREENPLAY

BEST DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Peter Straughan,

No Other Land Conclave
BESTANIMATED @ BESTORIGINAL @ INTERNATIONAL
FEATURE SCORE FEATURE I'm Still
Flow The Brutalist Here, Brazil

openly transgender person nom-
inated for an acting Oscar, disap-
peared from the awards circuit
but attended Sunday’s ceremony.

Kieran Culkin received the
best supporting actor award for
his role in A Real Pain.

Midway through the show,
the Oscars host, comedian
Conan O'Brien brought a group
of Los Angeles firefighters to the
stage and thanked them for their
work during the January wild-
fires. He also invited them to de-
liver a few jokes. REUTERS

Emilia Pérez

And the Oscars Go To...

BEST ACTOR
Adrien Brody,
The Brutalist

BEST PICTURE BEST DIRECTOR
Anora Sean Baker, Anora
BEST EDITING BEST ORIGINAL
Anora SCREENPLAY Anora
BEST BEST
SUPPORTING SUPPORTING
ACTRESS ACTOR
ZoeSaldana, Kieran Culkin,

AReal Pain

No Other Land, Israeli-Palestinian
documentary on West Bank, wins

Los Angeles: No Other Land, a film
about Israeli displacement of a
Palestinian community, won the
documentary feature film Oscar
Sunday, andits directors appealed
to the world to help end the con-
flict and accused the US of block-
ingasolution. The film’s co-direc-
tors, Palestinian activist Basel Adra
and Israeli journalist Yuval
Abraham, spent five years making

the film showing Israeli soldiers
tearing down homes and en-
croachment of Jewish settlers on
the Palestinian community.

The documentary highlights
the parallel realities in which the
two live - Abrahamwith hisIsraeli
number plate that lets him travel
anywhere, Adra confined toater-
ritory that only ever gets smaller
for Palestinians. REUTERS

25% RATE MAY NOT BE IMPOSED ON ALL GOODS

Trump set to declare exact levels
for Mexico, Canada tariffs today

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, MARCH 3

US COMMERCE  Secretary
Howard Lutnick said on Sunday
that tariffs on Canada and
Mexico will go into effect on
Tuesday, but that President
Donald Trump will determine
whether to stick with the
planned 25% level.

“That is a fluid situation,”
Lutnick told the Fox News pro-
gram Sunday Morning Futures.
“There are going to be tariffs on
Tuesday on Mexico and Canada.
Exactly what they are, we're go-
ing to leave that for the president

US Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick

and his team to negotiate.”
Lutnick's comments were the
first indication from Trump's ad-
ministration that it may not im-
pose the full threatened 25% tariffs
on all goods from Mexico and

non-energy imports from Canada.
He said the two countries have
“done a reasonable job” securing
theirborders with the US, though
the deadly drug fentanyl contin-
ues to flow into the country.
Trump sowed confusion last
week when he mentioned a pos-
sible April 2 deadline in connec-
tion with tariffs on Canada and
Mexico, but later reaffirmed the
Tuesday deadline and said he
would add another 10% tariff on
Chinese goods on Tuesday, effec-
tively doubling 10% duties im-
posed on Feb. 4. He said Trumpis
expected to raise tariffs on China
on Tuesday unless the country
ends fentanyl trafficking into US.
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MAHAKUMBH

Didn’t allow
stampede to be
highlighted to
avoid panic,
says UP CM

Dismissed
claims of
high water
pollution at
Sangam

BHUPENDRA PANDEY
LUCKNOW, MARCH 3

A MONTH after 30 people died
in a stampede at the
Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on Monday that
his government acted swiftly to
control the situation and did not
allow the incident to be high-
lighted “as it could have caused
panic” among crores of devotees
present at the site on that day.

He also dismissed claims
based on a Central Pollution
Control Board report (CPCB)
about high levels of fecal coliform
present in water samples taken
at the Mahakumbh, stating that
the CPCB too later accepted that
the levels were not high.

Addressing a gathering of [IM
and Indian Postal Service officials
at an event on ‘Nation Building
through the  Successful
Organisation of Mahakumbh’,
Adityanath spoke at length for
the first time about the stam-
pede that took place early on
January 29 on the occasion of
Mauni Amawasya, ahead of the
holy bath in the river.

“The crowd is like water cur-
rent in a river... whenever an at-
tempt is made to stop the cur-
rent, it will either force its way
out or spread and cause damage.
This happened that night when
there was a huge gathering pres-
ent at the site and everyone
wanted to take the holy bath at
4 am. Since Mauni Amawasya
started at 7.30 pmon January 28,
the crowd swelled and the inci-
dent happened between 1 am
and 1.30 am,” he said.

“There was a crowd of 4 crore
people, including devotees, pres-
ent in the Mahakumbh area
while a similar number of people

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘ANORA’ DOMINATES OSCARS NIGHT

6-DAY TRIP TO UK, IRELAND

Ukraine, trade

talks ontable

as Jaishankar

visits UK today

France proposes Russia-Ukraine truce
for one month, Britain distances itself

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Princess Astrid of
Belgium in New Delhi on Monday. P11

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

DAYS AFTER UK Prime Minister
Keir Starmer hosted an emer-
gency meeting of European lead-
ers in support of Ukraine and its
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
— after the latter’s public show-
down with US President Donald
Trump and Vice-President | D
Vance at the White House —
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankaris headed to London
to meet the British government’s
leadership, including Foreign
Secretary David Lammy.
Announcing the visit, the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Diplomatic
@ tightrope

EXPLAINED

AFTER THE acrimonious
meeting between US
President Donald Trump
and Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the
London summit signalled
support for Kyiv. With the
world’s gaze on Europe’s
next steps, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s visit
will be watched and Delhi’s
diplomatic tightrope walk
will be put to test.

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

FIRST FULL-BODY MEETING OF NBWL SINCE 2012

1
|
III|.|I | F‘

CHANDIGARH, DELHI, JAIPUR, KOLKATA, LUCKNOW, MUMBAI, NAGPUR, PUNE, VADODARA

STheIndianEXPRESS

¥7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR, ¥15 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a lion safari at the Gir Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat’s
Junagadh district on the occasion of World Wildlife Day on Monday. P11

PM’s wildlife push: Cheetahs in more
areas, lion survey, conservation plans

NIKHILGHANEKAR

& PARIMAL DABHI

NEW DELHI, GANDHINAGAR,
MARCH 3

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi chaired his first meeting of
the National Board for Wildlife
(NBWL) at the Gir National Park
inJunagadh district on Monday,
where he announced plans to
expand Project Cheetah to

Gandhisagar Sanctuary in
Madhya Pradesh and Banni
Grasslands in Gujarat.

Modi made a slew of an-
nouncements, including on
starting the Asiatic Lion popula-
tion estimation exercise in May;,
setting up a centre for effective
management of human-wildlife
conflict, and new conservation
initiatives for gharials and Great
Indian Bustards. The PM also re-
viewed the government’s flag-

Why market fall hurts:
Equity a mass product,
spread deep and wide

Cong leader sparks row
with Rohit post; BCCI
and minister hit back

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

ABOUT 24 hours before India
captain Rohit Sharma walks out
for the toss for the Champions
League semi-final against
Australia in Dubai on Tuesday, a
social media post about his
weight triggered a political
slugfest at home.

Itall started with Congress na-
tional spokesperson Shama
Mohamed calling Sharma “fat for
asportsperson”.Evenas the party
distanced itself and said it had
asked Mohamed to delete the
post, Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said the “body-sham-

Best Actor: Best Actress:
Adrien Brody, Mikey Madison,
The Brutalist Anora

Best Picture: Anora

Best
Director:
Sean Baker,
Anora.He
alsowonthe
best original
screenplay
and best editing awards.

THEWORLD

r‘

Cong spokesperson Shama
Mohamed; Rohit Sharma

ing” comments were “deeply
shameful” and the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
called it “unfortunate”.
Mohamed, however, didn’t
agree that she had “body-
shamed” Sharma. “Itis a generic
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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SANDEEP SINGH
& ANIL SASI
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE SHARP and continuous
stock market slide, with Nifty
and Sensex dropping 15 per cent
or soin the last five months, may
not be extraordinary in terms of
the quantum of decline, but is

having an outsized impact on a
large number of people, given
how the investor community
has burgeoned, spreading deep
and wide into the country.

In fact, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had just a
month ago in the Budget on
February 1,extended to these in-
vestors, many of them taxpayers,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

On the ground, in makhana fields of
Bihar, Budget promise holds out hope

HIMANSHUHARSH
SAHARSA,MARCH 3

SOME years ago, Joginder
Mukhiya, 45, tookadipinapond,
but never came back. A few hours
later; his fellow workers found his
body. “Makhana nikalne paani ke
andar gaye the, andar hirehgaye...

(He went inside to pick makhana
seeds; never came up),” recalls
Joginder’s neighbour Sharwan
Mukhiya, 29, a makhana farmer
from Mabhisi village of Bihar’s
Saharsa district.

InBihar, a state that accounts
for 85 per cent of the country’s
makhana production, farming
practices for the crop have seen

few advancements, often tied to
laborious traditional practices
that are fraught with risks and
poor pay. Yet, for the generations
of mallahs (a community of fish-
ermen) in the state’s riverine
belts of Kosi and Mithanchal, it’s
the only livelihood they have
known. The makhana'’s recent

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

She lost her baby but is nursing 30 at AIIMS new
milk bank: ‘My child didn’t need it, others did’

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

IN JANUARY last year, Jyoti
Maan'’s baby was born prema-
ture at week 29, weighing a
mere 780 grams. As the new-
born battled it out for nine
months in the neonatal ICU of
AIIMS, Delhi, Jyoti, lactating and
separated from her baby, do-
nated nearly 25 litres of her
breast milk to the new milk bank

at AIIMS. While Jyoti lost her
baby at the end of those trau-
matic nine months, she ended
up being a lifesaver for nearly 30
newborns.

Jyoti says that when her baby
was born, he was put on ventila-
tor support and needed very lit-
tle of her milk. “AsIwaslactating,
the nurses from the AIIMS milk
bank asked me if I could give my
excess milk to other babies who
needed it. Since my baby didn’t
need so much milk, I decided to
help other mothersinstead of let-
ting it go waste,” she says.

Payodhi, the milk bank at Al-
IMS that was inaugurated in
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Jyoti Maan (left) joins health workers to inaugurate the milk

bank at AIIMS, Delhi. Express
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February, relies on donor moth-
ers like Jyoti for the pre-term ba-
bies — those born before 32
weeks or weighing less than 1.5
kg — under its care. Set up as part
of the Health Ministry’s guide-
lines to open more lactation
management centres, the facil-
ity at AIIMS is the second breast
milk bank in a public hospital in
Delhi and one of only 90 such
centres across the country.
Doctors and public health
specialists say milk banks can
play a key role in reducing
neonatal deaths —inIndia, an es-
timated 5.8 lakh newborns die
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

ship wildlife conservation pro-
grammes like Project Lion and
Project Cheetah.

This was the seventh meet-
ing of the NBWL, the apex body
on wildlife conservation and de-
velopment. The last full-body
NBWL meeting, with its 47
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THIRD EDITION OF BIENNIAL AWARDS

Who are the country’s
best DMs? Express
Governance Awards

to honour them today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

EMPOWERING STUDENTS in
Arunachal Pradesh with technol-
ogy so that the classroom be-
comes a hub forinnovation, help-
ing farmers in Tamil Nadu take
their produce to the world, float-
ing community-based water con-
servation efforts in Jharkhand,
starting projects for women in
Odisha — these are some of the
works undertaken by District
Magistrates across India that are
among those to be acknowledged
at The Indian Express Excellence
in Governance Awards in New
Delhi on Tuesday.

This is the third edition of the
awards held every two years that
celebrate and showcase the
works of DMs who are at the
forefront of governance in India.
This year’s awards will be given
over categories such as agricul-
ture, sustainability, e-gover-
nance, resource utilisation of
Central and State government
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Ukraine, trade talks on table as Jaishankar visits UK today

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said Jaishankar would be on an
official visit to the United
Kingdom and Ireland from March
4t09.

India and the UK share a “com-
prehensive strategic partnership,
which has strengthened across di-
verse areas including defence &
security, trade & economy, health,
education, people-to-people ties,”
it said. “During the visit, EAM will
be holding discussions with his
counterpart, Foreign Secretary
David Lammy, and will meet sev-
eral other dignitaries as well as
Indian community members.”

While Jaishankar’s six-day
visit beginning Tuesday was
scheduled earlier, his meetings
will be closely watched, in the
backdrop of the meeting hosted
by Starmer to shore up support
for Ukraine on Sunday.

Starmer, who met Zelenskyy
onSaturday, has said that Britain,
Ukraine, France and some other
countries would form a “coalition
of the willing” and draw up a
peace plan to take to Trump. “This
isnota moment for more talk.It’s
time to act. Time to step up and
lead and to unite around a new
plan for a just and enduring
peace,” he said.

“Europe must do the heavy
lifting, but to support peace in our
continent and to succeed, this ef-
fort must have strong US back-
ing,” Starmer told a news confer-
ence on Sunday. He said
European leaders had agreed to

draw up a Ukraine peace plan to
present to the US, a vital step for
Washington to be able to offer se-
curity guarantees that Kyiv says
are essential to deter Russia.

Zelenskyy also met King
Charles at his private residence in
eastern England — signalling sup-
port from the British monarch.

Jaishankar’s visit comes at a
time when India has chosen not
to take sides between Europe,
Ukraine, Russia and the US. Last
week, India abstained on twores-
olutions at the UN — moved by
Ukraine and the US — signalling
foreign policy independence, but
also betraying its diplomatic con-
straints.

It has also nuanced its position
on US-Russiadirect talks, moving
away from “two parties to the
conflict” to “parties concerned” —
a broader term that would in-
clude all four stakeholders — US,
Ukraine, Russia and Europe, as of
now.

It is now even more unlikely
that India will express support for
either country. New Delhi has
walked the tightrope all along,
and it will continue to stay away
from taking sides, officials said.
India will only point to its stated
position — that dialogue and
diplomacy is the only path for-
ward, and solutions cannot be
found on the battlefield.

Last week, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen expressed “sup-

port for a just and lasting peace”,
“based on respect for interna-
tional law, principles of the UN
charter and territorial integrity
and sovereignty”.

So, given India’s hedging and
diplomatic balancing act in the
last few weeks in the light of fast-
changing developments —a con-
tinuum since the beginning of the
Russia-Ukraine war — Jaishankar
will have to navigate his conver-
sations with his British interlocu-
tors, followed by the Irish.

Meanwhile, a Reuters report
on Monday quoted French
President Emmanuel Macronand
his Foreign Minister as saying that
France and Britain are proposing
a partial one-month truce be-
tween Russia and Ukraine that
would cover air, sea and energy
infrastructure attacks but not in-
clude ground fighting.

“Such a truce on air, sea and
energy infrastructure would al-
low us to determine whether
Russian President Vladimir Putin
is acting in good faith when he
commits to a truce. And that's
when real peace negotiations
could start,” French Foreign
Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said.

Under the Anglo-French pro-
posal, European ground troops
would only be deployed to
Ukraine ina second phase, French
President Emmanuel Macron
said in an interview published in
Le Figaro on Sunday. “There will
be no European troops on
Ukrainian soil in the coming

weeks,” Le Figaro quoted Macron
assaying, according to the report.

But UK-based daily, the
Financial Times reported that the
UK has distanced itself from
France’s proposal for a limited
one-month truce betweenRussia
and Ukraine, while Kyiv raised
reservations about stopping
fighting without security guaran-
tees. The differences emerged af-
ter the London summit.

While the war in Ukraine is
certain to figure in the discussions,
despite India’s ambivalence,
Jaishankaris also expected todis-
cuss the relaunching of talks on
the ambitious India-UK free trade
deal, sources said. Late last month,
India and the UK relaunched talks
on the proposed deal during
British Trade Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds’ visit to India.

Jaishankar will first be in
London to hold talks with Lammy
on a range of bilateral, regional
and global issues. From London,
he will go to Dublin. “India and
Ireland share friendly bilateral re-
lations based on shared demo-
cratic values, cultural ties and
growing economic engage-
ments,” the MEA said.

“EAM will be meeting with
his Irish counterpart, Simon
Harris, other dignitaries and
members of Indian community,
during his visit to Ireland on
March 6-7,2025,” it said, adding
that his visit would provide “re-
newed impetus to India’s friendly
ties with both UK and Ireland”.

o PM’s wildlife push: Cheetahs in more areas, lion survey, conservation plans

membersincluding Chief of Army
Staff, was held on September 5,
2012,and was chaired by then PM
Manmohan Singh. The PM is the
ex-officio chairman of the NBWL.

Itis the standing committee of
the NBWL, chaired by the Union
Environment Minister, which has
largely steered crucial decisions
onwildlife policy and diversion of
land in and around parks and
sanctuaries.

“Recognising the dwindling
population of gharials and with a
view of ensuring the conservation
of gharials, the PM announced the
initiation of a new project on ghar-
ials for conservation,” the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said in a
release.

Further, the wildlife board ap-
proved Rs 2,900 crore for various
conservation works under Project
Lion for the next 10 years,and an-
nounced a National Great Indian
Bustard Conservation Planas well
as a scheme for conservation of
tigers outside tiger reserves.

Under Project Lion, the gov-
ernment aims to increase the
range of Asiatic Lions throughout
the Saurashtraregion. Population
estimation of Asiatic Lions is car-
ried out once every five years. The
last such exercise was carried out
in2020.

Itis not clear whether the new

plan for bustard conservation will
dovetail with the existing long-
term recovery plan or it will be a
new scheme.

Under Project Cheetah, the
wildlife board decided to expand
introduction of cheetahs to
Gandhisagar Sanctuary in
Madhya Pradesh and Banni
Grasslands in Gujarat.

Modi also released the report
on the first-ever riverine dolphin
estimation conducted in the
country, whichrevealed that there
are 6,327 riverine dolphins across
the Ganga, Brahmaputra and
Indus river basins.

During the meeting, the board
also discussed the issue of hu-
man-wildlife conflict at length,
sources said, and Modi an-
nounced the establishment of a
centre of excellence for effective
management of human-wildlife
conflict. The centre will be located
at the Wildlife Institute of India
campus at Salim Ali Centre for
Ornithology and Natural History
in Coimbatore.

“The Centre will support the
states and Union territories in
equipping rapid response teams
with advanced technology, gadg-
ets for tracking, forewarning; pre-
scribe surveillance and intrusion
detection systems in human-
wildlife conflict hotspots; and

build capacity of field practition-
ers and community to execute
conflict mitigation measures,” the
PMO said.

“Prime Minister chalked outa
roadmap for wildlife conservation
strategy and future actions for the
ministry and also asked to consti-
tute various task forces towork on
Indian sloth bear, gharial and
Great Indian Bustard conservation
and development,” it said.

Modi also laid the foundation
stone of the National Referral
Centre for Wildlife at Junagadh,
which will function as the hub for
coordination and governance of
various aspects related towildlife
health and disease management.

During the review meeting,
Modi asked the NBWL and the
ministry to gather traditional
knowledge and manuscripts of
various regions of India with re-
spect to conservation and man-
agement of forests and wildlife for
research and development.

He stressed on the usage of re-
mote sensing and geospatial map-
ping and Artificial Intelligence &
Machine Learning to combat is-
sues like forest fires and human-
animal conflicts, the government
release said.

The meeting, held at the Sinh
Sadan GuestHouse at Gir National
Park, lasted for nearly 90 minutes,

sources said. Senior officials of the
Union Environment Ministry gave
presentations on the progress of
Project Lion, Project Cheetah,
Project Tiger, Project Snow
Leopard, Project Elephant, Project
Dolphin and on conservation of
national parks and sanctuaries.

The meeting also saw a discus-
sion on the International Big Cat
Alliance (IBCA), which Modi had
launched in April 2023 for global
conservation of seven big cats.
Modi is learnt to have stated that
India should maintain its leader-
ship role for big cat conservation.

“The Prime Minister made de-
tailed interventions on a wide
range of issues and stressed on
participation of local communi-
ties for wildlife conservation, for-
est fire managementand the need
torespectand documentlocal tra-
ditional knowledge. He observed
that the local community of
Maldharis have played a crucial
role in lion conservation. He also
added that wildlife conservation
should not be left entirely to the
government and that community
participation was key,” said
Professor Raman Sukumar, a non-
governmental member of the
NBWL.

Before the NBWL meeting,
Modi went on an early-morning
safari at Gir Wildlife Sanctuary.

e In makhana fields of Bihar, Budget promise holds out hope

superfood status as the prized ‘fox
nuts’ and the sudden political at-
tention in an election year have
largely bypassed them. It’s this
that Sharwan and other makhana
farmers hope will change once the
Makhana Board and the food pro-
cessing institute announced in the
Union Budget get off the ground.
“The government should fix a
rate for labour at every stage of
makhana cultivation — from sow-
ing, to transplanting, harvesting to
packaging, It will prevent exploita-
tion. The government should cre-
ate local markets where farmers
can sell their own products with-
out relying on middlemen,” says
Sharwan, who also runs a Farmer
Producer Organization (FPO) —
Kosi Kamla Makhana Farmers
Producer Organisation.
According to the latest Bihar
Economic Survey, in 2023-24,
makhana production in the state
stood at 56.4 thousand tonnes and
covered 27.8 thousand hectares.
In the absence of efficient market-
ing chains, food processing units
and an export infrastructure in
Bihar, it’s from states such as
Punjab and Assam that makhana
is exported to foreign markets.
With the government identi-
fying makhana as a crop with the
“potential to become a major ex-
port product”, the focus has
shifted to the mallahs, an
Extremely Backward Class com-
munity that has a near-exclusive
hold over makhana farming in the
state. “We are fishermen, we are
linked to the river from the time
we are born. Without us,
makhana can neither be sown nor
harvested,” says Sharwan.
InSaharsa, where the Kosiand
its tributaries form a network of
water bodies, makhana fields
stretch out as far as the eye can see
— their lotus-like leaves floating
inlow-land ponds.It's fromthese
marshy fields that the makhana
startsits journey to markets, both
within and outside the state.

While makhana was tradi-
tionally grown in ponds, it is now
mostly cultivated in fields, with
the crop season lasting from
January (sowing) to July-
September (harvesting).

The seeds for planting come
from the previous year’s harvest
or from the government’s Krishi
Vigyan Kendras, from where
farmers can buy seeds at a sub-
sidised rate of Rs 180 a kg.
However, Sharwan says, the sub-
sidies often go to the landlords
and not the “real farmers”. “Most
farmers here don’t own the land
they cultivate,” he says. “Welease
it from landlords, paying any-
where from between Rs 20,000
and 30,000 per hectare each year.
[ have taken 70 acres on lease.”

Inthe early days of the season,
farmers sow the seeds in smaller
nurseries which have afewinches
of standing water. As the months
progress, the water level rises, al-
lowing the plants to grow.

After about 2-3 weeks, the
plants are transplanted into a big-
ger field. “But before planting, the
field must be cleaned — leftover
remains from thelast harvestlead
to aquatic weed growth,”
Sharwan explains.

The cleaning and transplanta-
tion process requires 20-25 work-
ers per acre over the course of a
week, costing the farmer approx-
imately Rs 45,000. Once the
seedlings are transplanted, the
fields require regular mainte-
nance to control weeds, which
cost farmers about 12,000 per
acre.

The real challenge begins
when the makhana plants ma-
ture. The fruit, which looks like a
pink pear, grows beneath the sur-
face of the water, under the leaves.

“The plants and fruits reach
their full size just before the mon-
soons. When the rain beatsdown
on the leaves and the ripened
fruits, they burst open and release
black makhana seeds, which set-

tle down on the waterbed,”
Sharwan says.

The seeds have to be manually
picked from the bed of the water
body — a process makhana
farmer Subodh Mukhiya, 35, calls
“risky”, especially since the waters
of the Kosi would have flooded the
plains and the makhana fields.

“The water in the fields can
rise up to 6 feet ormore during the
rains,” Subodh says. While the
seeds are at the bottom of the
field, the decaying leaves, stem
and fruits of the makhana, which
floatin the water, are covered with
thorns that can pierce the skin.

Rajiv. Mukhiya, another
farmer, adds, “Apart from the
thorns, there’s always a risk of
coming into contact with glass or
metal pieces and various water-
borne creatures, including snakes.
The water is so murky, you can’t
see anything.”

To retrieve the makhana
seeds, Subodh explains, they dive
bare-bodied, their bare hands
scraping the water bed. “We hold
our breath, dive in and collect the
seeds. We have cuts and bruises
all over after a day’s work... our
ears and nostrils get filled with
mud,” he says.

Farmers and fishermen like
Subodh and Rajiv do several such
rounds to gather all the raw
makhana or the ghuri from the
waterbed. “It’s risky, but no one
else candoit,” Rajiv says.

It takes a team of around five
people 10-15 days to gather
around five quintals (500 kg) of
makhana seeds from a 1-acre
field. At this stage, the makhanais
small, round and black, muchlike
a small-sized betel nut. “Despite
the intense physical toll, farmers
are paid just around Rs 30-50 per
kilogram of makhana they col-
lect,” Sharwan says, adding that
middlemen control each level of
the market.

After drying in the sun, the
makhana seeds are ready for

roasting. The process, usually
done after the monsoon months,
requires precision — overheating
damages the final product — and
isdone by workers who are called
in from Darbhanga.

The black roasted seed is then
cracked with a wooden hammer
torelease the white popcorn-like
makhana from their shells.

For every 100 kg of raw
makhana that’s dried, roasted,
and cracked, about 60 kg of
makhana is produced - a process
that takes around 15 hours. Of
that, only about 40 kg is consid-
ered high-quality. “The best qual-
ity sells for Rs 1,400 rupees per
kg for the best variety. The others
sell for Rs 800-1,300 a kg,”
Sharwan says.

At every stage of the
makhana’s value chain, its price
goes up and by the time it reaches
the market, itis sold foranywhere
between Rs 1,200 to 2,000 a kilo-
gram, depending on its quality.

“Many farmers can't afford to
get labourers to roast the
makhana, so they sell the raw
seeds for as low as Rs 300 rupees
a kg,” Sharwan says as workers
load his makhana onto a truck
that will be sent to markets in
Darbhanga.

Makhana businessmen from
across the country come to
Darbhanga and other marketsin
the state to check the sample and
buy the product, often paying 60
per cent of the agreed price as
advance.

“Lastseason, 1 bought popped
makhana for Rs 1,050 a kg,” says
Balkrishn Mishra, a Mumbai-
based businessman. Once the
makhana reaches Mishra’s
godown in Mumbai, it will un-
dergo a quality check, followed by
packaging. He finally sells the
product to his customers for
Rs 1,150-2,000 a kg, sometimes
more, depending on the supply
of makhana and the market
demand.
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e Govt didn’t want panic: UP CM

were present in Prayagraj city,
moving to or from Mahakumbh.
Over 2 lakh vehicles were parked
in neighbouring districts..., wait-
ing to be allowed to reach the
Mahakumbh. We did not allow
the news of the stampede to be
highlighted as it could have
caused panic among such a huge
crowd. We managed the situation
and circumstances,” the Chief
Minister said.

Adityanath said that apart
from the huge number of devo-
tees, sadhus from 13 Akharas
were also scheduled to take the
holy bath that morning, “The bath
of Akharas is always a challenge
as there used to be violence over
who would take the dip first. The
bathhad tobeginat4am,and de-
spite the stampede all the Akharas
were ready. But at 3 am, I re-
quested them to postpone their
bath because an incident had oc-
curred,” he said, adding that offi-
cials closely monitored the crowd,
evacuated the Sangam area by
noon, and ensured that the holy
bath resumed by 2.30 pm.

Dismissing reports about the
high level of fecal coliform in the
Ganga, Adityanath said, “The then
Prime Minister of Mauritius had
refused to take a dip in the Ganga
during the 2013 Kumbh after see-
ing the filth in the river. We had
that in mind from the very first
day and had decided that no
sewer or nullah leaks into Ganga
or Yamuna. The most critical point
of Ganga river in Uttar Pradesh is
in Kanpur. Over 4 crore litres of
sewage water used to flow into
Ganga everyday at Sisamau point
for 125 years. We resolved this
three years ago.”

“At Jayjmau point in Kanpur,
toxic effluents from tanneries
were being discharged into
Ganga, which also caused death
of water species. We controlled
that as well two years ago...”

“But there was fake reporting
on it (river pollution)... Both gov-

ernment and private labs were
conducting investigations and
samples of water were exchanged
as well to check those. We took
samples of water regularly be-
tweenJanuary 11 and February 26
and, whenever it was taken, the
measure of BOD (biochemical
oxygen demand) at Sangam was
found below 3,” he said.

BOD is a measure of the
amount of oxygen required by mi-
croorganisms to break down or-
ganic matter in water over a fixed
period, usually 5 days, at 20°C.
High BOD means higher organic
pollution in a river. This leads to
oxygendepletion resulting in suf-
focation of fish or other aquatic or-
ganisms. The CPCB limit for BOD
ininstances of “organised bathing
outdoors” is 3 mg per litre or less,
which means the river is healthy
and not very polluted.

High BOD means higher or-
ganic pollutioninariver. This leads
to oxygen depletion resulting in
suffocation of fish or other aquatic
organisms. The CPCB limit for
BOD in instances of “organised
bathing outdoors”is 3 mg perlitre
or less, which means the water is
considered safe.

Talking about media reports
on pollution, he said: “The claims
were based on the CPCB report. It
is possible that their samples were
taken from points where animal
feces contaminated the water or
at a point where the river water
was already contaminated.
Whenever we took samples from
Sangam between January 11 and
February 13, the measure of fecal
coliform was up to 100 while the
permissible limitis 25,000.”

“We had been monitoring
other points as well and that was
the reason we challenged it (the
reports)... You take our samples as
our teams are challenging it and
there are two labs present here
and investigate these accordingly.
Ultimately, the CPCB had to accept
it,” the Chief Minister said.

e Express Governance Awards today

schemes, disaster management,
law and order and gender inclu-
sivity.

Ashwini Vaishnaw, Union
Minister for Railways, Information
& Broadcasting and Electronics &
IT, will be the Chief Guest. The
Guest of Honour will be Jitendra
Singh, Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Science
and Technology and Earth
Sciences; MoS, Prime Minister’s

Office; Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions; Atomic
Energy and Space.

The winners have been cho-
sen from over450 entries received
from 29 states. The entries were
evaluated by PwC, the knowledge
partner for the awards, following
which the projects were verified
through field visits by The Indian
Express’s team of national corre-
spondents and editors.

The winners were chosen by
an eminent jury, chaired by
Wiajahat Habibullah, former chair-
person of the National
Commission for Minorities and
Chief Information Commissioner
of India. Other members of the
jury were Nirupama Rao, former
Foreign Secretary; K M
Chandrasekhar, former Cabinet
Secretary; and Amarjeet Sinha,
senior fellow at the Centre for
Social and Economic Progress.

“The question we wanted to

answer was, how much service
have you done for the people of
the country? Some of the entries
were so exemplary that they de-
serve to be recognised by the rest
of the country. These awards serve
as an incentive for the District
Magistrates who come next, who
want to show everyone what they
cando,” said Habibullah.

“The District Magistrate is a
unique postinademocratic struc-
ture. We've inherited it from the
British and Mughal Empires.
When India became independ-
ent, Nehru was against having a
bureaucracy or civil service but
Sardar Patel wasin favour of it,” he
added.

The entries came from across
the country and showcased a
range of initiatives. “There were
many memorable entries. I re-
member onein particularabouta
District Magistrate who had
worked to get the river flowing in
hisarea again, solving the people’s
water problem. These awards are
a great initiative and we hope
more people will participate next
year,” said Chandrasekhar.

Ranen Banerjee, partner at
PwC that evaluated the entries,
said: “It's important to recognise
that these District Magistrates are
going above and beyond their nor-
mal course of duties for these
projects of public service.”

e Cong leader’s post on Rohit

tweet on his fitness. So why are
you making it a big thing?” she
told The Indian Express. “I was
watching the India-New Zealand
match and I saw the captain.
Before him, there was Virat Kohli,
Rahul Dravid, M S Dhoni — all of
them were fit. Here, his paunchis
coming out. So [ said the captain
needs to be more fit.”

In her now-deleted poston X,
she had also questioned Sharma’s
leadership: “Need to lose weight!
And of course the most unimpres-
sive Captain India has ever had.”

Distancing the Congress from
her remarks, Pawan Khera, chair-
man of the party’s media and
publicity department, said on X:
“Shama Mohamed... made certain
remarks abouta cricketing legend
that do not reflect the party's po-
sition... The Indian National Cong-
ress holds contributions of sport-
ingiconsinthe highest regard and
does not endorse any statements
that undermine their legacy.”

TMC MP Sougata Roy also
waded into the row, saying that
“India wins because the other
players play well, but the captain
doesn’t contribute much...”

In his statement to the media,
Mandaviyasaid the “Congressand
TMC should leave sportspersons
alone”. “Remarks made by lead-
ers from these parties, indulging
inbody shaming and questioning
an athlete’s place in the team, are
notonly deeply shameful but also
outright pathetic,” he said.

BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia
said it was “very unfortunate” that
these “trivial comments” were

emerging in the middle of India’s
Champions Trophy campaign,
adding thatit may have a“demor-
alising effect”.

Mohamed, however, main-
tained she had only commented
on the fitness of a sportsperson.
“They said body shaming... body
shaming is when somebody is
walking on the road or somebody
you meet at the dinner... and you
say you are fat. I am talking about
a sportsperson and his fitness.”

Rajeev Shukla, Congress
leader and long-time BCCI vice-
president, said Sharma was “fit
and doing well”, while insisting
that Mohamed’s comments were
made in a personal capacity and
had nothing to do with the party.

Onthe Congress distancing it-
self, Mohamed said: “My party
did the right thing by saying that it
has nothing to do with them...1
spoke as an individual of this
country watching sport. I felt
sports people should be fit. There
isalso acampaign by the PM call-
ed FitIndia. So what is wrong?”

Meanwhile, former India spin-
ner and AAP’s Rajya Sabha MP
Harbhajan Singh said the com-
ments were “unfortunate and un-
called for”. “He is an outstanding
player and an exceptional leader
who has made immense contri-
butions to Indian cricket.
Sportspersons are also human be-
ings with emotion and sentiment.
Itindeed hurts when persons who
have zero knowledge of the game
give sermons. Respect the game
and respect the players,” he wrote
onX.

e Why market fall hurts

substantive income tax cuts
which resulted in a revenue fore-
gone of Rs 1lakh crore. She raised
the tax rebate income limit to Rs
12 lakh from Rs 7 lakh a year, and
changed slabs, such that 1.75 crore
taxpayers across the country
stand to benefit.

In just four weeks since the
Budget was presented, said a big
fund manager, the positive mar-
ket sentiment — that the tax cut
would kick start consumption and
resuscitate flagging demand —
has evaporated with the shock of
amore than 5 per cent dip in the
benchmark indices.

What has remarkably
changed over the last five years to
decade is the way equity culture
has struck roots across regions in
India, going far beyond the met-
ros, and Tier-I and Tier-II cities.
Mutual funds have broughtanew
set of investors beyond the tradi-
tional middle class into the stock
markets. It is during the BJP-led
NDA rule that India witnessed this
secular transition of participation
of investors from smaller towns
contributing to the assets under
management of mutual funds.

In other words, equity is a
mass product now. The total num-
ber of investors registered with
the National Stock Exchange has
jumped more than five times to
almost 22 crore by February 2025.
In terms of the extent of geogra-
phy covered now, oneinevery five
rupee invested in MFs comes from
cities beyond the top 110 cities
contributing to MF assets.

For a majority of those who
took to investing in equities di-
rectly or through MFs after the
pandemic, a sustained fall is
something of an aberration, one
that they have not faced ever be-
fore. With increase in income or
wages remaining stagnant or low,
the only significant increase in
their net worth has been on ac-
count of the rise in net asset val-
uesof their MF schemes, and gains
in stock prices.

This had been a big, and re-
silient, sentiment booster till re-
cently. “Itis for this reason that the
stock market fall matters somuch
today,” said anotherindependent
fund manager, who also did not
wish to be named.

Equity, a mass
product now

In March 2014, cities beyond
the top 110 cities (as disclosed by
industry body Association of
Mutual Funds of India) accounted
for assets under management of
around Rs 23,624 crore, or 2.61 per
cent of the overall industry aver-
age AUM of Rs 9,05,120 crore.

By March 2020, this rose toRs
2.98 lakh crore, or nearly 11 per
cent of the total industry average
AUM of Rs 2715 lakh crore,and by
December 2024, to Rs 12.9 lakh
crore, or nearly 18.6 per centof the
industry average AUM of Rs 6.59
lakh crore. In effect, nearly one in
five rupee invested now comes
from outside of the top 110 cities.

The number of demat ac-
counts as of January 2025 stood at
18.8 crore, a near five-fold increase
fromjust 4.1 crore in March 2020.
If equity investment was more of

aninvestment asset class for well-
heeled, evolved investors earlier,
over the last 10 years, it has be-
come more of amass productand
the number of households having
directexposure to equity markets
—through stocks or mutual funds
—ismuch higher. The impactof a
sustained fall, thereby, is far more
spread out now, both in terms of
income groups and geographical
spread.

Among NSE registered in-
vestors, the biggest growth is in
northern and western states,
which have been traditional elec-
toral strongholds for the ruling B]P
and allies. While the biggest rise
in absolute number of investors
was seen in Maharashtra (which
added 2.73 crore investors during
this period), it was followed by
Uttar Pradesh, which added 1.97
crore investors and Gujarat that
added 1.28 crore registered in-
vestors.

Whenit comes to highest per-
centage growth in number of reg-
istered investors (among top 20
states with at least 20 lakh regis-
tered investors) — Assam comes
on topwitha 1,114 per cent jump,
followed by Bihar with a growth
of 680 per cent in the number of
registered investors. Next in line
are Madhya Pradesh (568%),
Chhattisgarh (529 per cent and
Uttar Pradesh (497 per cent).

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are
among states that go to polls over
the next 24 months.

Can the market fall

dent the economy

“As far as mutual funds are
concerned, itis not muchof anis-
sue as they are investing for the
long term, however, those ventur-
ing through direct stock invest-
ment and into segments such as
futures and options to make
money in the short-term will feel
the heat, as many of them have
not witnessed a slump in their
shortinvesting lifecycle,” said the
CEO of alarge mutual fund.

Thereisalsoafeeling thatifthe
markets continue to fall further, or
remain weak for a few more
months, it could impact the
spending and consumption pat-
terns.

“If the pain in equity markets
extends for alonger period, which
is likely to be the case in the mid
and small cap segment, then it
may start hurting spending and
consumption in the economy.
That is because a decline in net-
worthwill weaken the sentiment
and also lower their capacity to
spend,” said a Mumbai-based
economist, who did not wish to
be named.

There is also the impact in
terms of the market segments.
The decline inmid and small caps
could end up hurting the lower
segment of investors more than
the HNIs and the affluent class, as
the former typically have a higher
share of their portfolio exposed to
the mid and small caps. In com-
parison, the affluent investors
have more balanced exposure to
the mid and small caps as those
investors are more evolved in na-
ture, and typically take longer
term bets.

¢ ‘My child didn’t need it, others did’

within 28 days of birth. Early ini-
tiation of breast milk — within
an hour of birth — can cutdown
such deaths by nearly 22 per
cent, they say.

“There is an increasing need
for milk banks across the coun-
try to ensure that all babies are
able to go home healthy and
strong,” says Dr Ramesh
Agarwal, professor of neonatol-
ogy, AlIMS. “There is evidence to
show that donor breast milk can
reduce the risk of sepsis (severe
blood infection) by 19 per cent
as compared to formula. It has
also been shown to reduce the
risk of necrotising enterocolitis
—asevere infection with a mor-
tality rate of 40% — by 79 per
cent,” he adds.

Breast milk can also lower
the risk of retinopathy — the
biggest cause of blindness in pre-
mature infants - and reduce
feeding intolerance, thus
resulting in shorter NICU stays
for infants.

At the AIIMS milk bank,
mothers can express and store
their milk, either for their babies
or for donation. The milk that is
donated is pasteurised and given
to sick babies who, for varying
reasons, may not have access to
their mothers' breast milk.

The milk bank is a three-
room setup with freezers to store
the milk, a machine to disinfect
the bottles, and another to pas-
teurise the milk.

Among those who have al-
ready benefited from the milk
bank at AIIMS is Baby ‘R’ (names
of babies are being withheld to
protect their identities), a five-
month-old who had undergone
anintestinal surgery and could-
n’t have formula milk because of
the diarrhoea it caused. Since her
mother could not produce
enough breast milk, it was the

donated milk that helped nour-
ish the infant back to health.

Baby ‘P’, born at 26 weeks,
who weighed only 600 gm and
could not tolerate formula while
her mother’s milk output was
low, was also among those for
whom the centre proved tobe a
lifeline. Then, there’s Baby ‘H’,
whowas bornat 7.5 months and
weighed just 1.2 kg. The baby
could not be breastfed by his
mother because she had pul-
monary hypertension — a con-
dition with high blood pressure
in the lungs — and had to be put
on strong medication.

To ensure regular donations
to the centre, the nursing staff
reaches out to potential donors
- mothers who either produce
excess milk or, like Jyoti, whose
babies, for various reasons, can't
be breastfed. “Most donor moth-
ers are those whose infants are
admitted to the NICU for longer
durations. We are trying to ex-
pand our donor pool by reaching
out to mothers whose newborns
have undergone surgeries as
well,” says Dr Agarwal.

Donating milk benefits the
mother as well. “If the mother
doesn’t keep expressing fre-
quently, her milk production
might be suppressed,” Dr
Agarwal says.

AIIMS is also planning to
reach out to working women
who resume work after mater-
nity leave. They will have the op-
tion to express milk and store it
for their own babies or donate it.

Jyoti is glad she did her bit.
“Some mothers are reluctant; I
was too. But then I got to meet
the mothers and their babies
who were in need of donor milk.
Every mother who has excess
milk should donate it to save
newborns. That is the one satis-
faction thatI have now,” she says.
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WAS DELIVERING NEWSPAPERS ONCYCLE

DU student killed in
hit-and-run in Rohini

Never let us pay for studies, had strong sense of responsibilty: Sister

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

IT WAS a usual Saturday morn-
ing for 19-year-old Rishal Singh
when he was on his way to dis-
tribute newspapers on a cycle
near Sector 15 in Rohini around
6:30 am. He had been working
as a newspaper vendor since he
wasin Class 11 to fund his educa-
tion and help his family tackle fi-
nancial challenges. Singh, who
was pursuing a BA degree from
Delhi University through corre-
spondence, hoped to getajobas
agovernment stenographer and
was enrolled fora course tolearn
the skillset. The dream was,
however, crushed when he was
killed allegedly by a speeding car.

“A traffic patrol team found
him lying on the road and called
the PCR around 6:30 am...we
saw that there were newspapers
strewn all around and circulated
his picture on some vendor
groups. They immediately
recognised him and identified
him,” said a source. Singh was
rushed to Babasaheb Ambedkar

Hospital by the police, where he
was declared dead.

Police confirmed that the car
and its driver have not been
identified yet. “The accident oc-
curred near the old RTO building
on KN Katju Marg. The building
is defunct, and the area does not
have any working CCTV cameras
that could have recorded the in-
cident,” said another source.

Singh's uncle Ghanshyam re-
called that he tried to help his
family by taking up different
jobs. “His father couldn't earn
much because of illness. Rishal
was also working part-time at
another factory, helping them
make inventory lists and doing
their billing work,” he said.

Determined to earn enough
to keep his family afloat, Singh

was enrolled in a stenography
course apart from his work and
studies in hopes of getting a gov-
ernment job, his family told The
Indian Express. He had finished
giving his first semester exams a
few days before the accident.

“He began working as a
newspaper vendor in Class 11.
He always had a strong sense of
responsibility towards his fam-
ily...he’d never let us pay one ru-
pee for his studies,” said Singh's
sister Poonam. “He was a shy boy
and anintrovert... never the kind
to hang out with the neighbour-
hood boys...He loved playing
football too but he couldn't man-
age his work and studies along
with sports,” she said.

According to the police,
Singh's father worked in a
thread-cutting factory and was
earning around Rs 15,000 a
month.

As a newspaper vendor, he
was able to earn around Rs
10,000 a month.

He is survived by his parents
and three siblings, including a
younger brother and two elder
sisters.

AT NAJAFGARH BUS TERMINAL CONSTRUCTION SITE

No damage done to trees: DMRC to NGT after Forest dept’s notice &

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

EVEN AS the Delhi Forest
Department issued a notice re-
cently to the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation over the alleged
damage to several trees in
Najafgargh amid the construction
of a DTC bus terminal, the DMRC
has maintained that no suchdam-
age has been done in the area
while executing the development
work. The issue of contention
emerged in submissions to the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
made on February 28. The details
were shared publicly on the offi-

cial NGT website on Monday.

The submissions are related to
a matter of an alleged encroach-
ment on a part of a water body in
Najafgarh by the Delhi Transport
Department to construct the bus
terminal and a multi-storey com-
mercial building. The last hearing
by the Green Tribunal was held on
January 20, and the next hearing is
due on Tuesday. The Forest
Department had conducted anin-
spectionin the area following the
last NGT hearing. Inaninspection
report dated February 18, it was
noted, "On the site (where) the
construction work was going on,
trees were harmed by JCBand also
they were having cut marks of axe

A Forest Department photo
shows damage to a tree at
the Najafgarh terminal.

on them. One tree was concre-

DMRC-DAMEPL DISPUTE ORDER
Comply in letter, spirit: SC
warns of coercive action

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
said its last year's verdict on the
DMRC-DAMEPLdispute needs to
be followed inletter and spirit orit
will be bound to take coercive
measures against the officials con-
cerned of the private firm and Axis
Bank. A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh told
Delhi Airport Metro Express
Private Limited (DAMEPL) and
Axis Bank, "What is the need to
play hide and seek? When there
is judgement, you need to comply
withitin letter and spirit." Senior
advocate Abhishek Singhvi, ap-
pearing for the Axis Bank, said it
was not party to the dispute for six
years and now suddenly he is re-
ceiving a contempt notice for pay-
ment.

The bank was only operating
the escrow accountin the dispute,
he said. The benchalso said that it
was not concerned with the claim
and counterclaim of the bank.

The bench, which adjourned
the matter, said it is advising the
respondents, including DAMEPL,
to comply with the judgementin
letter and spirit. Attorney General
R Venkataramani, appearing for
the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC), said that all the orders
were passed against Axis Bank

tised, ten pruned, and one tree
was felled and had a damaged
bud, whichis an offence under the
Delhi Preservation of Trees Act
(DPTA), 1994.” According to the
inspection report by the West
Forest Division, 13 trees were
found to be affected. An offence
was registered under Section 31
of the DPTA,. A notice was subse-
quently issued to the DMRC on
February 20.

Both the Forest Department
and the DMRC, in their respective
submissions to NGT, maintained
thata previous application for ap-
proval for the transplantation of
asmany as 39 treesatthe DTCbus
terminal site is still pending. “No

and it cannot be said that they
were not aware of the proceed-
ings. The bench asked
Venkataramani to collate the
names of the persons and their
positions, and said the court will
take coercive action, if the need
arises. In December, last year, the
top courtissued contempt notices
to the directors of Reliance
Infrastructure subsidiary DAMEPL
and Axis Bank for failing torefund
nearly Rs 2,500 crore to the DMRC
as per the apex court's verdict of
April last year.

The arbitral ruling of 2017 had
saddled the DMRCwith the liabil-
ity of paying nearly Rs 8,000 crore
to DAMEPL.Subsequently, two
successive challenges to the
award were dismissed by the top
court, in September 2021 and
November 2021.

However, the two verdicts
were overturned by the top court
onApril 10,2024, ona curative pe-
tition filed by the DMRC. The or-
der required DAMEPL to refund
DMRC's deposit from an escrow
account maintained by Axis Bank.
The dispute pertains to the oper-
ation of the Airport Express Metro
line in Delhi that was done by
DAMEPL, which cancelled the
contract in 2012 citing structural
defectsand invoked an arbitration
clause to seek a termination fee
and associated costs, amounting
toRs 8,000 crore.

damage is caused to the said 39
trees while executing the devel-
opment work,” stated the DMRC

As per the Delhi High Court’s
orderin 2023, any permission for
important projects needs tobein-
timated to the court.

Meanwhile, Amit Gemawat,
Deputy Conservator of Forests,
West Division, said that the areais
being regularly patrolled to ensure
no tree damage is done in compli-
ance with the norms.

Regarding the matter of al-
leged encroachment upon a wet-
land, the DMRC informed the tri-
bunal that the matter doesn't
come under its purview. It said it
was appointed as the executing

Delhi airport gets Al-enabled
system to streamline operations

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THEINDIRA Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) in Delhi has
launched an Al-enabled system
to streamline airside operations,
including landing and take-off, by
collecting real-time data from
across the airport.

Unified Total Airside
Management (UTAM), the new
Al-powered system, has been
launched by Delhi International
Airport Limited or DIAL, the op-
erator of IGIA, in collaboration
with Akasa Air. Other airlines will
be onboarded in a phased man-
ner in the next two to three
months, a press statement under-
lined.

“We are the first airport in
India toimplement this advanced
solution. By applying Al and ma-
chine learning, we can predict
and prevent delays, optimise
turnarounds, and ensure
smoother coordination between
stakeholders like airlines, ground
handlers, and security teams,"
said Videh Kumar Jaipuriar, CEO,
DIAL.

UTAM enables operators to
monitor aircraft movement,
ground service equipment (GSE),
and vehicle activity. It then inte-
grates this real-time data and
helpsidentify issues or delays and
triggers alerts to prevent them.

agency to carry out the develop-
ment activity of the bus terminal
as per amemorandum of under-
standing, and the work was
handed over in January last year.

Anuj Dayal, Principal
Executive Director at the DMRC,
told The Indian Express, “Provisions
are made for the plantation of 10
trees foreach tree thatis cut. Inad-
dition, the transplantation of trees
is also done as per the laid down
procedure. Since this matter is
subjudice, we shall not be able to
elaborate further right now.
However, we shall definitely re-
ascertain the situation on the
ground and take necessary meas-
ures as needed.”

AtIGI airport in Delhi. Archive

The system will be leveraging
technologies like Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Internet of
Things (IoT), and radar systems.
The primary goal is to improve
operational efficiency and en-
hance safety, according to the of-
ficial statement.

UTAM allows airport staff to
see the location of aircraft and
support vehicles like baggage
carts and fuel trucks. If there are
any delays, the system immedi-
ately alerts the staff so they can
take quick action. Italso monitors
the time ground support equip-
ment takes to complete tasks, en-
suring that services like baggage
loading and aircraft refueling
happen on schedule, the state-
ment highlighted. The system
tracks whether parking stands
areinuse oridle, helping optimise

space and resources. Additionally,
the system keeps track of which
runways and taxiways are in use,
allowing better coordination and
reducing congestion.

On the safety side, UTAM
makes sure thatall vehicles on the
airside follow speed limits. If any
vehicle is moving too fast,an alert
is triggered to prevent accidents.
It also keeps an eye on whether
vehicles are staying on their as-
signed paths. If a vehicle moves
outside its designated route, the
system immediately notifies air-
port staff so they can correct it.
DIAL claims the system will bring
all stakeholders, including the air-
lines, ground handlers, and air-
port authorities, onto a single
platform and has established a
centralised control room to mon-
itor operations.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Objections [ Response to BSES Rajdhani Power Ltd. Appeal (DFR) Mo. 530 of 2024 filed before the
Hon'ble Appellate Tribunal for Electricity against Ld. DERC's True-up Order dated 19.07.2024 related to the

“True-up of expenses of BRPL for FY 2020-21 passed in Petition No. 3 of 2022",

1. BSES Rajdhani Power Ltd. (“"BRPL") has filed Appeal (DFR) Mo, 530 of 2024 before the Hon'ble Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (“Hon'ble
Tribunal™) challenging the True-up Order dated 19.07.2024 passed by Ld. Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission
(“Ld. DERC") in Petition No. 3 of 2022 against specific findings and observations. Notice has bean issuad in the Appeal on 08.01.2025 and the
Hon'ble Tribunal by Order dated 07.02.2025 has directed BRPL to publish a Public Notice to inform the public of filing of the Appeal as also to
invite objections and responses (if any) to the Appeal.

2. Findings of Ld. DERC have baen challenged on following issues: -

S.No ISSUE S.No. ISSUE
1. | NON-CONSIDERATION OF ACTUAL UNITSREVERSEDON | | 20. | RATE OF RETURN ON EQUITY CONSIDERED 14%
ACCOUNT OF OWN CONSUMPTION, INSTEAD OF 16% WHILE ALLOWING CARRYING COST
2. | PARTIAL IMPLEMENTATION OF APTEL JUDGMENT RE, FORFY 2007-08 TO2011-12,
REVISION OF AT&C LOSS FOR SECOND CONTROL| | 21. | DEFERMENT OF CAPITALISATION BASED ON THE
FERIOD ELECTRICALINSPECTOR CERTIFICATE.
3. | INCREASE IN EMPLOYEE EXPENSES CORRESPONDING
TO INCREASE IN CONSUMER BASE R e e
4. | ERRONEOUS COMPUTATION OF DEPRECIATION FOR " | 08TOFY2011-12 (FIRSTMYT) i
THE FIRST 11 MONTHS OF FY 2007-08 i
5. | NON-REVISION OF O&M EXPENSES FROM FY 20080910 | | 2% | DISALLOWANCE OF CAP|TAL EXPENDITURE
B S L e PERTAINING TO RELIANCE ENERGY LIMITED (BEL) ON
6. | INCORRECT TRUING UP OF CARRYING COST RATES APHUL BASIS.
FORFY 17-18 TOFY 19-20. 25. | REPAYMENT OF LOANS NOT CONSIDERED WHILE
7. | INCORBECT TRUING UP OF WORKING CAPITAL CRMELTING WACE FRAMEY 2e6- 08 TO Y020 21
INTERESTRATES FOR FY 17-18 TILLFY 2019-20 28. | LICENSE FEE PAIDON ASSETS.
8. | OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE (O&M) EXPENSES FOR | | 27. | REDUCTION IN MILLION UNITS IN RELATION TO
FY 201819, ENFORCEMENT SALES FOR CALCULATION OF ATAC
A: O&M EXPENSES FOR FY 2019-20 ALLOWED LOSSES.
CONTRARY TO REGULATIONS 28. | ERRONEDUS TREATMENT OF COLLECTION EFFICIENCY
B: NOMN-ALLOWANCE OF ADDITIONAL O&M EXPENSES FOR FY 2019-20 AND FY 2020-21.
o. | INCORRECT CONSIDERATION OF CONSUMER] | 29. | DISALLOWANCE OF INCENTIVE ON SALE OF SURPLUS
CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT CAPITALIZED POWER FOR FY 2020-21.
10, | DISALLOWANCE OF RELATED PARTY TRADING MARGIN | | 30. | ERRONEDUSLY CONSIDERED MOTIOMAL INTEREST
FORFY 2011-12 TOFY 2013-14 EARNED ON ADVANCE FROM CONSUMERS AS PART OF
11. | DISALLOWANCE OF POWER PURCHASE COST ON NON-TARIFF INCOME FOR FY 2020-21.
ACCOUNT OF EXCESSIVE TRADING AT Ul ABOVE| | 31. | INCOME FROM STREET LIGHT MAINTEMANCE BUSINESS
Gy I ENCRERESERTE] BN Freitenscail TO BE CONSIDERED AS OTHER BUSINESS INCOME FOR
FY 2014-15 FY 2020-21
| O B n Ao o OST FRON 2 | | 32. | ERRONEQUS INCLUSION OF COLLECTION CHARGES ON
TN BARKINE TRANS ALTIONS ELECTRICITY DUTY IN NTI INSTEAD OF OTHER
F 21,
13, | DISALLOWANCE ON ACCOUNT OF MONTHLY BILLING B e N TOR Y |
BERATE 33. | LOSS DUE TO RETIREMENT OF ASSETS FOR FY 2017-18
14, | DISALLOWANCE OF POWER PURCHASE COST DURING IN0e01:
PERIOD OF REGULATIONFOR FY 2011-12 TOFY 201617 3. | ERARONEOUS METHODOLOGY FOR BANKING
15. | CAPPING OF EQUITY AT 30% AND RE-OPENING THE TRANSACTIONS FOR FY 2020-21.
STATUTORY TRANSFER SCHEME 15. | DISALLOWANGCE OF INTEREST ON INTER-COMPANY
% | ERRONECLS COMPUTATION OF NET-WIOETH LOANS FOR FY 2020-21 BY CONSIDERING IT AS NON-
17. | OLDMETHODOLOGY FOR COMPUTATION OF FINANGING TARIFF INCOME.
COST OF LPSC CONTINUED POST FY 2012-13 36. | RPOPENALTY FOR FY 2020-21.
18. | DISALLOWANGE OF RATE OF SHORT-TERM POWER/| | 37. | ERRONEOQUS DISALLOWANCE OF SUSTAINED
PAOCURED DURING PERIOD OF REGULATION FOR FY DEVIATION CHARGES FOR FY 2020-21,
2017-18 AND F¥'2018-189 38, | DISALLOWANCE OF PROVISIONS ON ACCOUNT OF 7TH
19, | DISALLOWANGE OF COST OF AUDITOR CERTIFICATES PAY COMMISSION IN CAPITALIZATION FOR FY 2017-18 TO
OMACTUALS FORFY 201213 TOFY 201617, FY 2020-21.

3. Copies of the Appeal Paper Books can be obtained from the office of the Counsel for BRPL i.e., Mr. Anupam Varma / Mr. Rahul Kinra, having
their offica(s) at: J. Sagar Associates, B 303, 3rd Floor, Ansal Plaza, HUDCO Place, August Kranti Marg, New Delhi— 110049 (011- 43110600,
43110617)

4, Anyone who intends to file Objections/Raesponsa to the Appeal may file three (3) copias of the same at the Registry, Appallate Tribunal for
Electricity, 7th Floor, Core IV, SCOPE Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi = 110003, within two (2) weeks of the publication of this notice along
with Proof of Service on BRPL addressed to "Mr. Anupam Varma / Mr. Rahul Kinra, having their office(s) at: J. Sagar Associates, B 303, 3rd
Floor, Ansal Plaza, HUDCO Place, August Kranti Marg, New Delhi — 110049 (011- 43110600, 43110617). The above submissions should be
supponed by an affidavit in the notified format and should carry the full name, postal address and e-mall address, | any, of the sender. Should
the objector(s) wish to be heard in person, halshe must appaar before the Hon'ble Tribunal, for which no separate notice shall be issuad.

Regd. Off.: BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019 | CIN: U40108DL2001PLC111527
Telaphone: +91 011-48209999, Fax No.:+91 011-49207888 | Websila ;

For BSES Rajdhani Power Limited
Head [Regulatory Affairs)

wiwis. bsasdelhi.com
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Life Risk Cover and Benefit from the Growth of the Corpus invested in choice of 4 funds
Growth Fund | Balanced Fund | Secured Fund | Bond Fund
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PUBLIC WELFARE, DEVELOPMENT TOP PRIORITY,SAYSCM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

ANNOUNCING THAT the BJP
government will present a ‘Viksit
Dilli’ Budget for 2025-26, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta and six
Cabinet ministers launched a
WhatsApp number and email ID
on Monday, seeking suggestions
from the public.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Gupta said the Budget ses-
sion will take place from March
241026, adding that “public wel-
fare and development will be
our top priority”.

“The people of Delhi gave the
BJP an opportunity with a major-
ity of seats. Under the leadership
of Modiji, all promises made to
the people will be fulfilled.”

“We have given directions to
officials of departments to take
suggestions from all sections of
the society and incorporate
them in the Budget. We are also
launching an email ID — viksit-
delhibudget_2025@delhi.gov.in
— and a WhatsApp number,
9999962025, on which people
can send their suggestions,”
Gupta said.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta and other Cabinet ministers
during a media address in Delhi on Monday. Praveen Khanna

She said the Budget will fo-
Cus on women'’s eConomic em-
powerment, expansion of
healthcare services, strength-
ening public transport, pollu-
tion control, job creation, im-
proving education, providing
affordable and nutritious food
for the underprivileged, senior
citizen welfare, and the clean-
ing of the Yamuna River. Delhi’s
Viksit Budget will include both
short-term and long-term poli-
cies to address these areas
comprehensively.

Gupta said around 5,000

women from various women'’s
organisations have been invited
to the Delhi Assembly for a con-
sultation on March 5.

“The government will incor-
porate their insights into poli-
cies aimed at enhancing
women'’s welfare and economic
opportunities. We will also con-
sult academic professionals and
teachers. Following this, a meet-
ing with Delhi’s trade and indus-
trial organisations will be held
on March 6 to gather their in-
puts,” she said.

Besides this, the 48 BJP MILAs

BJP govt to present ‘Viksit Dill’
Budget, session March 24-26

and cabinet ministers have been
directed to consult farmers, slum
dwellers, and young people.
“The suggestions received
from these consultations will be
carefully analysed, and viable
recommendations will be incor-
porated... The government aims
to prepare a Budget that brings

major benefits to the people of

Delhi and enhances their overall
well-being,” the CM said.

Taking a dig at the previous
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment, Gupta said that earlier,
there was no focus on public
welfare, but in the coming days,
Delhi will see changes and de-
velopment. “We will fulfill all the
promises made in the mani-
festo... We are working day and
night... since taking charge.
Officials in the Delhi secretariat
are working even on Saturdays
and Sundays...,” she said.

Gupta also welcomed fruit-
ful discussions from the
Opposition, adding, “Rest is their
choice.”

A senior Delhi government
official said Budget meetings
have started and all departments
have been directed to submit
their budget estimates.

Chaos in MCD amid Budget discussions

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

CHAOS BROKE out in Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
Monday soon after the process
to pass the Budget for the up-
coming financial year kicked off.
As Leader of Opposition Raja
Igbal Singh presented his plans
and suggestions onday 1 of four-
day-long discussions, he accused
the AAP — which is at the helm
of affairs in the MCD — of not
fulfilling its promises. This
prompted a pushback from AAP
councillors who condemned his
remarks. Even as the BJP leader
was yet to finish his Budget
speech, Mayor Mahesh Kumar
Khichi adjourned the House.
Addressing the media after the
adjournment, Singh criticised the
AAP and Mayor Khichi and ac-
cused the party of stalling adem-

1984 riots: HC
refuses to accept
state’s appeal
against acquittals
after 29-yr delay

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE DELHI High Court has re-
fused to accept an over 29-year
delay by the state in filing an ap-
peal against the acquittals of 16
accused in a 1984 anti-Sikh riots
case.

A division bench of Justices
Prathiba Singh and Saurabh
Banerjee, inits order on February
25, relied on the precedent set by
Delhi HC earlier, where it had
similarly refused to accept the
delay by the state in filing a
bunch of appeals against 1984
riot acquittals. The HC earlier dis-
missed four such appeals by the
state against acquittals, where
the delay in filing such appeals
ranged from 27 to 36 years since
the accused in the three cases
were acquitted by a trial court.

In the latest case, the state
was appealing against a 1995
judgment by a Karkardooma
sessions court that had acquit-
ted Rattan Lal and 15 others for
rioting and murder. A complaint
was filed in the case at the Seema
Puri police station in November
1984. All the accused in the case
were acquitted, with the trial
court granting the accused the
benefit of doubt and also observ-
ing a delay in recording of state-
ments of prosecution witnesses.

The bench, in its latest order,
recorded, “While this Court is
conscious of the large-scale loss
of human lives and property dur-
ing the 1984 riots, after having
seen the quantum of delay and
the discussion in the impugned
judgment, following similar or-
ders already passed, the delay is
not liable to be condoned and
leave is not liable to be granted.”

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

At the MCD House, Monday. Tashi Tobgyal

ocratic process by adjourning the
House amid his speech. “The AAP
government neither has a vision
ofitsownnor doesitwanttolisten
to the constructive suggestions of
the Opposition. Itis condemnable
for the Mayor to adjourn the
House ona serious matter like the
Budget,” Singh said.

NEW LOOK

In his speech, Singh talked
about increasing the revenue of
MCD, reducing expenses, and
taking a tough stand on corrup-
tion. He also urged cutting the
Mayor Fund of Rs 510 crore and
giving it back to the departments
concerned. Apart from this, he
suggested making posts of cor-

poration employees permanent,
providing overalls and equip-
ment to sanitation workers, im-
proving hospital facilities, and
raising the level of education.

Singh also said councillors
should be given an amount of Rs
2 crore towork in their areas. He
suggested that the MCD include
parking, air pollution control,
and cleanliness campaignsinits
Budget priorities.

Asserting that BJP has a major-
ity in the House, Singh said thata
BJP mayor will be elected in April.

After the 2022 MCD polls,
AAP came to power by securing a
majority of 134 seats in the 250-
member House. However, the
MCD’s tenure has been tumul-
tuous, with both AAP and BJP ag-
gressively poaching rival council-
lors. The anti-defection law does
not apply to MCD councillors.
The BJP now has 116 councillors,
while the AAP has 114.

Two historic structures and a well have been restored by the Delhi Development Authority in
South Delhi’s Sanjay Van. These were unveiled by L-G V K Saxena on Monday. “We are
making all efforts to revive and restore heritage sites and hand them over to the people of
Delhi so they become their stakeholder guardians,” Saxena said. Express

Accountant robbed, gunned down in
Shalimar Bagh: 3, including shooter, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THREE MEN were arrested after
a brief shootout with the Delhi
Police. One of the accused, police
said, is wanted for allegedly rob-
bing and killing an accountantin
Shalimar Bagh last week.

Police said they nabbed the
shooter, Sahil, 22, and his associ-
ates, Mohd. Fayaz alias Allen, 25,
and Deepak, 32, on Sunday.

The incident took place on
Tuesday around 9 pm. The vic-
tim was identified as Saroj
Pathak, who worked at a uten-
sil-manufacturing factory in
Wazirabad Industrial Area,

Police got a breakthrough on
March 2 when a Special Staff
team, led by Inspector Somveer

Singh and SHO (Ashok Vihar)
Inspector Kuldeep Singh, received
a tip-off that Sahil would be in
Ashok Vihar. “On reaching there,
they signalled to him to stop. But
he fired at the team,” DCP
(Northwest) Bhisham Singh said.

The team fired back in retal-
iation, with a bullet hitting the
accused in his right knee, police
said. “He was taken to DCB hos-
pital and we verified his iden-
tity,” DCP Singh said.

During questioning, Sahil
claimed he planned the robbery
with five others after receiving in-
formation about the victim from
Deepak, a cashier at a nearby fac-
tory. “Deepak was in touch with
the robbers. They asked him to
give thematarget, so he told them
about Pathak, who carried cash
with him daily,” an officer said.

Acting on Deepak’s input,
three of the six robbers carried out
arecce of the road Pathak took to
Shalimar Bagh every day. “They
planned to execute the robbery
earlier, but they saw some police-
men on patrol nearby and
dropped the plan,” DCP Singh said.

On the day of the murder, the
three accused involved in recce
were waiting for Pathak near aT-
point. As soon as Pathak drove
paston his scooter, they informed
the others. “CCTV footage showed
three more people arriving on a
bike. One of them was Sahil, who
shot Pathak,” a police officer said.

Police later arrested Deepak
fromBakoli village in Alipur. “Sahil
revealed he got the weapon from
Allen, whowas to geta partofthe
stolen cash. He was arrested from
Bhalswa Dairy,” DCP Singh said.
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Leader of Opposition Atishi and MLA Jarnail Singh (above)
outside the Delhi Assembly on Monday. Praveen Khanna

Ruckus over CAG report on
final day of Assembly session

AAP corrupt, says CM; report on healthcare to be sent to PAC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

IT WAS a rocky finish to the final
day of the Delhi Assembly session
on Monday, which saw heated
exchanges between the ruling BJP
and opposition AAP during a dis-
cussion on the Comptroller and
Auditor General’'s(CAG)reporton
health services.

Calling the report an “ex-
pose”, Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta alleged that the previous
AAP government committed
corruption on the pretext of
medicines, tests and treatment
and called it a “ghotalon ki sarkar
— Kejriwal (government of
scams — Kejriwal).”

Speaker Vijender Gupta
ruled that the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) of the House
shall prioritise the examination
of the CAG report and submit its
findings within three months.
The Assembly Secretariat shall
immediately forward the report
to the Health Department,
which must submit its action-
taken note within a month.

The Assembly session, the first
since BJP came to power in Delhi,
has been marked by sloganeering,
protests and 21 of AAP’s 22 MLAs
being suspended for three days.
Monday was the first time they re-
turned to the House. Three AAP
MLAs — Jarnail Singh, Kuldeep
Kumar and Anil Jha — were later
marshalled out for disrupting
House proceedings, following
which the rest walked out.

Speaking about the CAG re-
port, CM Guptasaid, “Theissueis
not whether the Budget given by
the health department to the hos-
pitals was used or not, the issue is

AAP MLA WARNED
AFTER SHARING
PHOTOOF HOUSE
PROCEEDINGS ON X

New Delhi: A photo of the
Delhi Assembly in ses-
sion, posted on X by AAP
MLA Jarnail Singh, led to
chaos in the House, with
Speaker Vijender Gupta
warning him of breach of
privilege. “How did you
click the picture? You will
delete this tweet... assure
usyouwon'tdoitagain.”
Gupta said. Singh later
deleted his post. He had
clicked the photo and
asked who will give a re-
sponse to the questions
raised in the absence of
ministers. Gupta said
clicking and posting pho-
tos was not allowed with-
out his nod. ENS

not how many beds were needed
and how many were available,
theissueis not even that the peo-
ple did not get the medicines that
they should have got. The issue is
that AAP is responsible for the
millions of people in Delhi who
suffered while trying to get ad-
mission at these hospitals.”

“These people (AAP) even
committed corruption in procur-
ing medical items — PPE Kkits,
masks —which are gathering dust
in the hospital storage and ware-
houses,” she alleged.

The CM continued her attack.
“Ever since their (AAP’s) scams
are coming out, these people have

losttheir senses; thatis why they
are raising different issues to di-
vert attention from the CAG re-
ports... We have only tabled two
reports; 12 more remain... They
walked out because they know
they have to answer tough ques-
tionsand they are scared todoit...
they will be held accountable...”

Gupta also took a dig at
Leader of Opposition Atishi and
said, “(AAP chief Arvind) Kejriwal
has hidden himself and trapped
you here (Atishi).[am worried for
you because if he can call Swati
Maliwal to his house and misbe-
have with her, Atishi, you are not
far away from that day when
such an unfortunate incident can
happen to you too...”

AAP hit back, questioning the
BJP about when they will give Rs
2,500 to the women of Delhi. It
also raised the matter of not al-
lowing suspended AAP MLAs in-
side the premises.

“The Assembly rule book
does not prohibit suspended
members from entering
Assembly premises, Gandhi
statue area, or LoP’s office. There
is no rule barring our entry into
the Assembly premises, nor has
any official order been passed,”
said Atishi.

Delhi AAP convenor and sen-
ior AAP MLA Gopal Rai said, “Just
like in Parliament, the BJP now
wants to run the Delhi Assembly
through dictatorship instead of
following the Constitution and
rules.”

Responding to questions on
the Mahila Samriddhi Yojana,
Gupta said the “AAP left the Delhi
government’s accounts empty...
We will definitely fulfill our
promise, but they don’t deserve
to ask this question.”
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‘Seek finance
dept’s nod

for expenses
above Rs 1 cr

)

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

FOR BETTER “cash manage-
ment”, the Delhi government’s
Finance Department has directed
all departments to seek approval
for expenses above Rs 1 crore.

According to officials, this is
the first such order issued after
the Covid pandemic. “A similar
order was issued during the pan-
demic as a cost-cutting method,”
said a senior official.

This comes in the wake of
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta ac-
cusing the previous AAP govern-
ment of leaving the “public ex-
chequer empty”.

The order issued by the
Finance Department last week
states: “Considering the current
position of resources and for bet-
ter cash management, for all ex-
penditure having financial im-
plication above Rs 1 crore, the
departments will take necessary
permission for incurring the ex-
penditure... from the Finance
Department other than...expen-
diture relating to salaries and all
allowances (including arrears),
wages, salaries of outsourced
staff, medical reimbursement,
security and sanitation...”

Expenditures such as elec-
tricity and water supply, tele-
phone, maintenance of staff car,
reimbursement for newspapers,
purchase of stationery, and other
essential expenditure required
for the day-to-day functioning of
the department are exempted.

The departments also don’t
need permission for expendi-
tures related to payments of pen-
sion to senior citizens and wid-
ows, unemployment allowances
to differently abled persons, and
payments relating toimmediate
assistance to bereaved family
members under the Delhi Family
Benefits Scheme.

Further, payment of bills of
the Delhi government counsel is
also excluded from this order.

“Instead of sending files to the
finance department for relaxation,
the departments may send aletter
with the necessary details — na-
ture of expenditure, estimated
amount, budget head from which
expenditure is proposed to be in-
curred — after sanctioning the ex-
penditure by the HoD con-
cerned/administrative secretary
athisownlevel..,” reads the order.

Woman murdered in London: Accused at
large, kin seek probe by independent agency

SAKSHICHAND
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

IT'S BEEN three months since
Harshita Brella (24) was found
dead in the boot of her hus-
band’s car at Brisbane Road in
East London. The suspect in the
case, her husband Pankaj
Lamba, is yet to be found.

The Delhi Police registered
a case under sections 498A
(husband or relative of hus-
band of a woman subjecting
her to cruelty) and 406 (crimi-
nal breach of trust) at Palam
Village police station on
December 3 last year.

Her family has filed a writ
petition in the Delhi High Court,
which sought a status report in
the case. The report is still
awaited.

Harshita’s sister, Sonia
Dabas, has sought an inquiry
from an independent agency.
“Either the Central Bureau of
Investigation or any other inves-
tigative agency should take up

Harshita Brella (24) was
found dead in the boot of
her husband’s car at
Brisbane Road in East
London last year. Archive

this case,” she said.

“The only ray of hope is that
the matter is being heard in the
HC; we are optimistic that jus-
tice will be served,” she added.

The Delhi Police, however,
said itis awaiting sanction from
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), and Letters Rogatory
and Mutual Legal Assistance is
pending with the Director,
Prosecution, at Tis Hazari Court.

Sanctions under Section 208
of the Bharatiya Nagrik
Suraksha Sanhita and Letters
Rogatory and Mutual Legal
Assistance are applicable when
the offence for which an FIR has
been registered has been com-
mitted outside India by its citi-
zen.

The case will next be heard
on March 24.

Following Harshita’s death,
a post-mortem examination at
the Leicester Royal Infirmary on
November 15 listed strangula-
tion as the preliminary cause of
death. The Northamptonshire
Police, which is investigating the
case, named her husband,
Lamba, the prime suspect. They
claim he has fled the country.

Her family filed a complaint
at the Palam Village police sta-

tion accusing her husband, in-
laws and other relatives of cru-
elty and demanding dowry.

In January, Sonia, through
the family’s counsel Riddhima
and Rushab Aggarwal, filed a
writ petition in the HC. The mat-
ter was heard on January 31, and
the HC directed the MHA and
Delhi Police tofile a status report
with regard to the case regis-
tered at Palam village.

The court, in its order, said
expeditious steps should be
taken by the law-enforcement
agencies concerned to ascertain
whether Harshita’s husband,
Pankaj Lamba, is in India, as al-
leged by Brella’s family.

“The information regarding
Lamba having travelled from
London to Mumbai and Delhi be
also verified and appropriate
steps be taken to trace the said
individual,” it said inits January
31 order.

Advocate Radhika Bishwajit
Dubey, standing counsel for the
MHA and the Delhi Police, said,
“The matter is sub-judice.”

Runaway Delhi teen found 2,000 km away
— at a construction site in Tamil Nadu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

DAYS AFTER he ran away from
home, a 17-year-old boy was
found over 2,200 km away in the
most unlikeliest of places — he
was working at a construction
site in Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu,
said police. According to his fam-
ily, he didn’t want to take his
Class XI exams.

Police said the teenager, who
reportedly studies at a “reputed
school” in Central Delhi, has
since been reunited with his

According to his family,
he didn’t want to take
his Class XI exams. The
teen has been reunited
with his parents

family.

The boy’s family reported
him missing on February 21 after
receiving a message from him
saying he had left home and to
notlook for him. The boy’s father
told police that his son was not

doing well in his studies and did
not wish to take his Class 11 final
examinations.

“The boy wanted to become
independent and earn money on
his own. While he was in school,
he had also tried investing in
Bitcoin without much success,”
said a police source.

Sources also said the teen
was having a difficult time fitting
in at school due to his family’s
humble background, which
most likely prompted him to run
away from home.

According to police, the boy
took a train to Bengaluru, where

he saw a recruitment advertise-
ment for construction labourers.
“The site was in Krishnagiri in
Tamil Nadu... so he took another
train there and began working at
the site,” said the police source.

Meanwhile, a team from the
Anti-Human Trafficking Unit,
comprising Inspector Manoj
Dahiya, ASI Gopal Krishan and
Constable Dharamraj, under the
supervision of ACP Arun
Chaudhary, was formed to track
the boy down. Using his phone's
location, the boy was tracked to
Krishnagiri and brought back
home, said police.
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UTTARAKHAND

Transport corridors at top speed

The state is working
in full swing to
complete the

CharDham Highway
Project, Rishikesh-
Karanprayag Rail
Line, will build its
first international
airport

ttarakhand, known for its hilly ter-
rain and scenic beauty, has unique
transportation challenges and op-
portunities. The state has been ac-
tively working on enhancing its transport infra-
structure to improve connectivity, support
economic growth, and boost tourism.

From the Char Dham Highway Project, and
Rishikesh-Karanprayag Rail Line to the first in-
ternational airport in the state and e-mobility
initiatives, the Uttarakhand government's dou-
ble-engine government is working at full speed
to improve the state's transport sector

Uttarakhand, the picturesque state nestled
in the Himalayan foothills, has embarked on a
transformative journey in the realm of trans-
portation.

With a focus on improving connectivity, fos-
tering economic growth, and ensuring environ-
mental sustainability, the state government has
launched several ambitious transport projects.
These initiatives aim to enhance accessibility
to remote areas, boost tourism, and create a
robust infrastructure network that aligns
with the region's topography and ecological
considerations.

Here's an overview of the key transport de-
velopment initiatives in Uttarakhand:

ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE

Expansion of National and

State Highways:

® Uttarakhand has focused on expanding and
upgrading its network of national and state
highways. Key projects include widening roads,
constructing new highways, and improving road
safety measures.

® Projects like the Char Dham Highway Project
aims to improve connectivity to major pilgrim-
age sites, enhancing safety and accessibility.
Rural Connectivity:

® The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
(PMGSY) has been instrumental in improving
rural road connectivity, ensuring that remote vil-
lages are connected to main roads and high-
ways.

® All-Weather Roads: Developing all-weather
roads in hilly regions is a priority. These roads are
crucial for maintaining connectivity during mon-
soon seasons and reducing the risk of landslides
and roadblocks.

RAILWAYS

Rail Network Expansion: Uttarakhand is ex-
panding its railway network to enhance con-
nectivity. Projects include the Rishikesh-
Karanprayag Railway Line, which aims to
connect the pilgrimage sites in the state with
the rail network. The Tanakpur-Bageshwar rail
project is another significant initiative aimed at
improving connectivity in the Kumaon region.
This ambitious endeavour seeks to link the spir-
itual town of Rishikesh with Karanprayag, a sig-
nificant confluence point of the Alaknanda and
Pindar rivers. Once completed, this rail line will
not only boost tourism but also serve as a crucial
transport corridor, connecting remote areas with
the broader rail network and facilitating the
movement of goods and people.

Upgrading Existing Rail Infrastructure:
Efforts are underway to upgrade existing rail
infrastructure, including modernizing stations,
improving track quality, and enhancing
safety measures.

The Honorable Prime
Minister has called the

third decade of the

21st century, the decade of
Uttarakhand. We are working
with a resolve without any
alternative to make the state
an ideal state in every field in
accordance with the vision of
the Prime Minister.

PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI
CHIEF MINISTER, UTTARAKHAND

AVIATION
Development of Airports: Uttarakhand has
been developing its aviation infrastructure to
promote tourism and improve connectivity. The
Jolly Grant Airport in Dehradun has been ex-
panded and upgraded to handle increased pas-
senger trafficand accommodate larger aircraft.
Pantnagar Airport has also seen improve-
ments to facilitate better air connectivity to the
Kumaon region.
Heliports and Helipads: The state has devel-
oped several heliports and helipads to provide air
connectivity to remote and hilly areas. Helicopter
services are particularly useful for emergency
evacuations, medical services, and tourism.
Uttarakhand Aviation Policy: Recognising
the potential of air connectivity to boost tourism
and business, Uttarakhand has formulated a
progressive Aviation Policy. The policy aims to
develop and upgrade existing airstrips, promote
heli-tourism, and facilitate the operation of re-
gional airlines. By improving air connectivity to
remote areas like Pithoragarh and Chaukhutia,
the state is ensuring that even the most secluded
regions become accessible, fostering economic
development and reducing travel time.

PUBLICTRANSPORTATION

Urban Public Transport: Cities like Dehradun,
Haridwar, and Nainital are improving their pub-
lic transport systems. This includes introducing

THE PMGSY HAS BEEN
INSTRUMENTAL IN
IMPROVING RURAL ROAD
CONNECTIVITY, ENSURING
REMOTE VILLAGES ARE
CONNECTED TO HIGHWAYS

new buses, developing bus rapid transit (BRT)
systems, and enhancing existing public trans-
port infrastructure.

Electric and Hybrid Buses: To promote sus-
tainable transportation, Uttarakhand has intro-
duced electric and hybrid buses in urban areas.
This initiative helps reduce pollution and pro-
motes eco-friendly travel.

SUSTAINABLE AND SMART INITIATIVES
Smart City Projects: Under the Smart Cities
Mission, Dehradun isimplementing various pro-

jects toimprove urban mobility, including smart
traffic management systems, integrated public
transport solutions, and pedestrian-friendly in-
frastructure.

Green Transport Initiatives: The state pro-
motes the use of electric vehicles (EVs) and has
established EV charging stations in major cities.
There are also incentives for adopting green trans-
port solutions to reduce the carbon footprint.

TOURISM AND PILGRIMAGE
INFRASTRUCTURE
Char Dham Yatra: The Char Dham Yatra,
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which includes visits to Badrinath, Kedarnath,
Gangotri, and Yamunotri, is a significant pil-
grimage route. Uttarakhand has focused on im-
proving road and infrastructure facilities along
this route to enhance the safety and convenience
of pilgrims. One of the flagship projects in
Uttarakhand is the Char Dham Highway Project,
a massive infrastructure undertaking aimed at
improving connectivity to the revered pilgrim-
age sites of Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath, and
Badrinath. This initiative involves the widening
and upgrading of approximately 900 km of
roads, providing all-weather access to these sa-

cred destinations. The project not only facilitates
smoother travel for pilgrims but also promotes
tourism, contributing to the economic develop-
ment of the region.

Adventure and Eco-Tourism: To support ad-
venture and eco-tourism, the state has devel-
oped infrastructure like trekking routes, camping
sites, and eco-friendly lodges. Improved trans-
port facilities make these destinations more ac-
cessible to tourists.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE PLANS
Despite significant progress, Uttarakhand
faces challenges such as landslides, rugged ter-
rain, and climatic conditions that impact trans-
portation. Future plans include:
Further Road Network Expansion:
Continuing to expand and upgrade the road net-
work to enhance connectivity between remote
areas and urban centres.
Railway Connectivity: Completing ongoing
railway projects and planning new lines to im-
prove rail connectivity within the state and with
neighboring regions.
Enhanced Air Connectivity: Developing
new airports and upgrading existing ones to
handle more flights and passengers.
Sustainable Transport Solutions:
Promoting the use of renewable energy in trans-
port, expanding EV infrastructure, and encour-
aging the use of public transport to reduce traf-

THE GOVERNMENT IS
INCENTIVISING ADOPTION
OF EVs VIA SUBSIDIES,
CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT, AND
CREATING AWARENESS

fic congestion and pollution.
Disaster-Resilient Infrastructure: Building
disaster-resilient infrastructure to ensure unin-
terrupted connectivity during natural calamities
like landslides and floods.

AERIAL ROPEWAY PROJECTS

To overcome the geographical challenges posed
by the mountainous terrain, the state govern-
ment is investing in aerial ropeway projects.
These projects aim to provide efficient and en-
vironmentally friendly transportation solutions,
connecting remote villages and tourist destina-

There are two main
pillars of building a
developed India in the

21st century. First, pride in its
heritage and second, every
possible effort for development.
Today, Uttarakhand is
continuously strengthening both
these pillars. This decade will be
the decade of Uttarakhand.

NARENDRA MODI
PRIME MINISTER

tions. A notable example is the proposed rope-
way connecting Dehradun with Mussoorie, a
popular hill station. Such initiatives not only re-
duce travel time but also minimize the environ-
mental impact associated with traditional road
construction in ecologically sensitive areas.

E-MOBILITY INITIATIVES
In alignment with global trends toward sus-
tainable transportation, Uttarakhand is actively
promoting e-mobility initiatives. The state has
introduced electric buses in urban and inter-city
transport systems, reducing carbon emissions
and promoting clean energy. Moreover, the gov-
ernment is incentivising the adoption of electric
vehicles (EVs) by offering subsidies, charging in-
frastructure development, and creating aware-
ness campaigns. This shift towards e-mobility
not only addresses environmental concerns but
also positions Uttarakhand as a pioneer in sus-
tainable transportation.
Smart Transportation Solutions: Inan era
of rapid technological advancements,
Uttarakhand is incorporating smart transporta-
tion solutions to enhance efficiency and safety.
Intelligent traffic management systems, real-time
monitoring, and the integration of digital plat-
forms for ticketing and information dissemina-
tion are being implemented. These innovations
not only streamline transportation processes but
also contribute to the overall modernization of
the state's infrastructure. The Uttarakhand cabi-
net has approved the expansion of Pantnagar
Airport’s runway, signalling the state’s aspiration
to elevate the facility into an international air-
port.The existing 1,372-metre runway will be ex-
tended to 3,000 m to accommodate larger air-
craft. The expansion necessitates the acquisition
of 804 acres of land, with neighbouring lands be-
longing to various government departments.
Uttarakhand's commitment to enhancing
transportation infrastructure reflects its vision for
holistic development, balancing economic growth
with environmental sustainability. The ongoing
and proposed projects signify a concerted effort
to address the unique challenges posed by the
state's topography while harnessing growth op-
portunities. As these initiatives come to fruition,
Uttarakhand is poised to emerge as a model for
sustainable and inclusive transportation, setting
a precedent for other regions facing similar geo-
graphical constraints. Through these transforma-
tive transport projects, the state is not only con-
necting its people but also paving the way for a
more prosperous and sustainable future.

Airports to get international status

CM Dhami also unveiled plans for a new township near Dehradun

uring a pre-budget meeting with in-
D dustrialists in January this year,

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami announced that the airports in
Dehradun and Pantnagar would soon achieve
international status.

Jolly Grant in Dehradun and Pantnagar in
Udham Singh Nagar are key airports for the
state. Jolly Grant is the primary airport and the
nearest gateway to Mussoorie, while Pantnagar
serves as the closest airport to Nainital.

CM Dhami emphasised his government's
commitment to airport expansion, aiming to el-
evate Jolly Grantand Pantnagar to international
standards. “The Uttarakhand government s pri-

oritising the removal of obstacles to the expan-
sion of both airports,” he said. This initiative is
expected to enhance connectivity and boost
tourism, fostering economic growth in the state.

Dhami also unveiled plans for a new town-
ship near Dehradun. The township, to be estab-
lished in Haripur near Kalsi, will feature modern
facilities to meet residents' needs. This develop-
ment is part of the government’s broader
agenda to create sustainable urban infrastruc-
ture for the state’s growing population.

The announcement came after Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated 35 infra-
structure projects by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) in Joshimath, Chamoli dis-

trict. The projects, including six roads and 29
bridges across seven states, were completed at
Rs 670 crore. Singh praised the BRO's dedica-

tion to completing these projects on time.

The chief minister, echoing Rajnath Singh's
sentiments, highlighted the importance of these
infrastructure projects initiated under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's leadership. He noted
that projects like the ChardhamAll Weather Road,
Rishikesh-Karanprayag Railway Line, FrontierArea
Development Project, and Mountain Range are
vital for the state’s development and strategic, re-
ligious, and environmental significance.

“Schemes like Chardham All Weather Road,
Rishikesh-Karanprayag Railway Line, Frontier
Area Development Project, and Mountain Range
are important for both development and secu-
rity," he said.

Big infra push to upgrade
Uttarakhand'’s road network

he central government will invest Rs 2
T lakh crore in road infrastructure in

Uttarakhand, with the aim of soon mak-
ing the roads here world class.

According to the Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, currently Rs 1.40 lakh
crore is being spent on the road infrastructure of
Uttarakhand, to which another Rs 60,000 cr will
be added soon, taking the total amount to Rs 2
lakh cr. After the completion of these projects, the
roads of Uttarakhand will become world class.

According to the Union Ministry, the na-
tional highways in Uttarakhand have increased
from 2,517 kmin 2014 to 3,608 km.While lay-
ing the foundation stone of the long-awaited
projects in the state's Tanakpur town, Chief

Minister Pushkar Dhami expressed gratitude to
the central government and said that the cen-
tral government is always ready to cooperate
in the development of Uttarakhand. Whatever
we want, we get it even before asking for it.
These projects are expected to significantly en-
hance connectivity in the Manskhand region.

Another important project which is going
to be completed soon is the Delhi-Dehradun
Expressway. Its completion will reduce the travel
time to Dehradun by 2.5 hours and Haridwar
by 2 hours. A total investment of about Rs
14,285 crore has been made in the 264 kmlong
expressway and its connectivity to Haridwar,
which is fully funded by the government. It is
India's first wildlife elevated corridor.
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TEMPLE RUN

BJP PRESIDENT and Union Minister ] P Nadda has in the last 10
days offered prayers at several prominent shrines. On Saturday,
when Naddawas in J&K’s Katra to address a workshop of party
MLAs, he offered obeisance at Mata Vaishno Devi temple. Aday
earlier, Nadda had prayed at the Jagannath temple in Puri while
on a visit to the city to inaugurate the 9th National Summit on
Good and Replicable Practices and Innovation in Public
Healthcare System. On February 22, the BJP chief took a dip in
the Sangam during the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj and also of-
fered prayers ata prominent Hanuman temple there. A day be-
fore that, he offered prayers at Kashi Vishwanath temple dur-
ing his tour of Varanasi to address ‘Kashi Tamil Sangamam 3.0".

PERSONAL ToucCH

IN AN unprecedented move, Chhattisgarh Finance Minister O P
Choudhary on Monday presented a handwritten 101-page
budget speech in Hindi. Photos of the minister writing the budget
were also shared with the media. While many people praised
Choudhary’s handwriting, some journalists were left wonder-
ingwhy he made the extra effort as not every handwritten word
may be legible for every reader. The minister is believed to have
written the 101 pages in three days, staying up at night.

KNOw THE BUDGET

AFTER THE Union Budget, the BJP sent its national spokesper-
sons and some other leaders to different cities to address “in-
tellectuals' meets” and spread awareness about “the good as-
pects of the budget”. The meetings were attended by lawyers,
teachers, doctors, chartered accountants and writers, besides
the Central leader and some local politicians. A few days ago,
BJP national spokesperson Prem Shukla addressed one such
gathering in Chhattisgarh’s Bilaspur. These meetings, being
organised by the party for the last few years, are a part of the
BJP's strategy to spread goodwill about the budget.

Odisha govt delinks
Panchayati Raj Diwas
from Biju Patnaik’s
birth anniversary

BJD calls move disrespect to statesman

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 3

THE BJP government in Odisha
on Monday announced that it
will celebrate Panchayati Raj
Divas on April 24, in a departure
from the previous practice in the
state of marking it on March 5 -
the birth anniversary of former
chief minister Biju Patnaik.

CM Mohan Majhi’s govern-
ment has announced that it will
celebrate Biju Patnaik’s birth an-
niversary, butit will no longer be
a government holiday.

National Panchayati Raj Day
has been celebrated on April 24
since 1993 to commemorate the
constitutional status of
Panchayati Raj institutions.

However, Odisha has been ob-
serving March 5 as Panchayati Raj
Divas since the early 1990s to
mark Biju Patnaik’s contributions.
In 1991, when Biju Patnaik was
chief minister, Odisha became the
first state in the country toreserve
one-third of seats in Panchayati
Raj institutions for women.

“The decision to celebrate
Panchayati Raj Divas on April 24
has been taken to clear the con-

fusion between national and
state Panchayati Raj Day celebra-
tions. We will also celebrate
Lokseva Divas on April 24,” said
a senior government officer.

Biju Patnaik’s son Naveen
Patnaik, during his tenure as
chief minister, had in 2020 made
March 5 both Panchayati Raj
Divas and Lokseva Divas.

The Naveen Patnaik-led BJD
has criticised the BJP govern-
ment’s decision. Senior BJD
leader Debi Prasad Mishra said
Biju Patnaik had played a big role
in empowering Panchayati Raj
institutions and that delinking
his name from Panchayati Raj
Divas was a dishonour and dis-
respect to him.

“Biju Babu is a statesman. He
made huge contributions to-
wards strengthening the
Panchayati Raj system, not justin
Odisha but across India. He pio-
neered some of the decisions, like
reservation of seats for women
inPanchayati Raj bodies. The de-
cision of the state government
not to celebrate Biju Patnaik’s
birth anniversary as Panchayati
Raj Divas has hurt the sentiments
of lakhs of panchayat represen-
tatives of Odisha,” Mishra said.

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

A DAY after she removed her
nephew Akash Anand as the
party’s national coordinator, BSP
president Mayawati Monday ex-
pelled him from the party, citing
a social media post by him for
her decision.

Inaseries of posts in Hindi on
X Mayawati said Akash had been
removed because he was under
the influence of his father-in-law
and former BSP MP Ashok
Siddharth, who in turn was ex-
pelled from the party last month.
And that Akash was supposed to
show maturity by “repenting”,
but did not do so.

“On the contrary, the lengthy
response given by Akash is not of
his remorse and political matu-
rity, but is largely selfish, arro-
gant... under the influence of his
father-in-law ... I have been ad-
vising people in the party to
avoid such acts and have also
been punishing them,”
Mayawati wrote.

She added, “Therefore, in the
interest of the self-respect and
self-esteem movement of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar and follow-
ing the tradition of discipline of
the venerable Shri Kanshi Ram

== ...Thelengthy
response
given by Akash
is not of his
remorse and
political maturity, butis
largely selfish, arrogant...
under the influence of his
father-in-law...

MAYAWATI, BSP CHIEF

ji, Akash Anand, like his father-
in-law, is being expelled from
the party.”

Mayawati’s announcement
followed hours after Akash took
to X torespond to his removal as
the BSP’s national coordinator,
swearing unfailing loyalty to her.

“I am a cadre of Mayawati ji
and under her leadership I have
learnt unforgettable lessons of
sacrifice, loyalty and dedica-
tion... all these are not just an
idea for me, but the purpose of
my life,” he wrote in Hindi. “The
decision of Behen Kumari
Mayawati ji to remove me from
all party postsis personally emo-
tional for me, but also it is a big
challenge now, the test is diffi-
cult and there's a long battle
ahead.”

He added that every decision

VISITOR’S CONFERENCE

=

o L
e

o

S FLur
il

w4

=

rorl
4
.rl
Y

02
'l

b |
ol etk B
-

FEIEE
:;ng;
=

¢

jd e el il e = ol oL,
Sl L e B
ol el el el "
e o 2 e | R
Bl el A
..Jri'l"__. '_.-_Ih--th.-l hfbay

Thedecision...
toremove me
fromall party
postsis
personally

emotional for me, but also
itisabigchallenge now,
the testis difficult and

there’s along battle ahead
AKASHANAND

of “Behen ji (Mayawati)” was like
a “patthar ki lakeer (carved in
stone for him)”,and he respected
and stood by them.

Calling himself a true worker
of the “Bahujan Mission” and the
Movement, Akash said patience
and determination were the true
companions of an individual in
such difficult times. He empha-
sised he would continue to work
for the party and mission with
full devotion and fight for the
rights of Dalits “till his last
breath”.

Akash also hit out at political
rivals, saying, "Some people from
the rival party are thinking that
my political careeris over... They
should understand that the
Bahujan Movement is not a ca-
reer, but a fight for self-respect
and self-esteem of crores of

President Droupadi Murmu during the Visitor’s Conference at Rashtrapati Bhavan, Monday.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan is also seen. P11

Aim for global recognition, Murmu
tells higher education community

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE AMBITION of the higher ed-
ucation community should be
that researchers from our insti-
tutions be recognised at the
global level, patents from ourin-
stitutions bring about change in
the world, and students from de-
veloped countries choose India
as a preferred destination for
higher education, President
Droupadi Murmu said Monday.
The President, who s the vis-
itor of 184 higher education in-
stitutions, was speaking at the in-
auguration of the two-day
Visitor's  Conference  at
Rashtrapati Bhavan, and pre-
sented the Visitor’s Awards.
“Students from our country
contribute to the world’s leading
educational institutions and de-
veloped economies. The effort to
utilise their talents in our own
country canbe strengthened. Our
national goal of establishing India
as a global knowledge super-
power can be achieved only when
the global community is eager to

adopt the work being done in our
laboratories,” Murmu said.

Pointing to a need to move
even faster towards goals of NEP,
she said that the level of develop-
ment of a country is reflected in
the quality of its education system.

Calling for need to pay atten-
tion to research along with edu-
cationin higher education insti-
tutions, the President said that
“the quality of research should
not be assessed by the number
of references or citations.”

“The meaningfulness of re-
search is in its usefulness, effec-
tiveness and originality. I hope
that our higher educationinstitu-
tions will present solutions to our
local, regional and national chal-
lenges. With good objectives, the
Government has established the
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation. I hope that you will
use this important initiative to en-
courage research,” she said.

While some higher educa-
tion institutions have “global
brand value” and students from
these institutions land key re-
sponsibilities in the best compa-
nies across the world, “all ourin-

stitutions should move ahead
quickly,” she said.

The country has arich tradi-
tion of scientific achievements,
she said, adding that it would be
very useful to rediscover the in-
valuable but extinct streams of
knowledge and science by doing
intense research.

It is the responsibility of the
higher education ecosystem to
find ways to use such organically
grown knowledge systems in to-
day’s context, she said. Murmu
also called for “social inclusionand
sensitivity” to be part of the edu-
cation system along with excel-
lence, adding that financial or so-
cial limitations should not be
barriers to education.

The Visitor's Award for
Innovation went to Prof Saripella
Srikrishna of Banaras Hindu
University. The award for research
in physical sciences went to Prof
Ashwini Kumar Nangia of
University of Hyderabad, while
the award for research in biologi-
cal sciences went to Prof Rina
Chakrabarti, University of Delhi
and Prof Raj Kumar, Central
University of Punjab.

Day after sacking nephew Akash,
Mayawati expels him from BSP

There will be no successor for me in the party till my last breath, says Mayawati |

Dalits, oppressed, deprived and
poor people... Lakhs of Akash
Anands are always ready to keep
this torch burning and sacrifice
everything forit.”

On Sunday, when Mayawati
announced Akash’s removal as
BSP national coordinator, it was
the second time in 10 months
that she had taken such a deci-
sion, after having once labelled
him as her political hetir.

Akash, the son of Mayawati’s
brother, was first removed from
his post on May 7 last year, in the
middle of the Lok Sabha polls.
Soon after the then BSP national
coordinator was booked for
“promoting enmity”, following
a series of aggressive speeches
mostly targeting the BJP, he was
sacked by Mayawati.

The following month, the
elections over, he was reinstated,
and subsequently announced by
Mayawati as her political heir.

In the recent Assembly polls,
Mayawati made Akash in-charge
of Delhi and Haryana, but in both
the states, the party - that has
been on asteady decline - failed
to make any impact.

Announcing Akash’s expul-
sion, Mayawati said Monday:
“Now, I have decided that there
will be no successor for me in the
party till my last breath.”

‘Deport illegal
Bangladeshis’:
BJP reiterates
demand for NRC
in Jharkhand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

MONTHS AFTER losing the Jhark-
hand Assembly elections, the BJP
has once again raised the matter
of purported illegal Bangladeshis,
with party MP Nishikant Dubey
calling forNRC to be conducted in
the state toidentify and deport the
illegal immigrants.

“This is not an election issue.
Our whole demography has
changed. The 45% population of
tribals in Jharkhand has come
down to 28%in the 2011 census.
It would be 23-24% now.
Jharkhand was made for the trib-
als and they are becoming ex-
tinct in the state,” Dubey said.

He said, “Congress only looks
at its vote bank. It is time to con-
duct an NRC in Jharkhand. Then,
Bangladeshis should be identified
and deported in handcuffs.”

Accusing the INDIA bloc gov-
ernment of “appeasement”,
Dubey said, “They (INDIA bloc)
are talking about Friday off for
government servants during
Ramzan, and office hours only till
4 pm every day. You do not give
holidays during the Kanwar
Yatra, where 1-2 crore people
gather in Deoghar...”

“There are government
schoolsin Jharkhand which have
been made Urdu schools. And
they have a holiday on Friday. In
all otherinstitutions in India and
the world, Sunday is a holiday.
They made this change in 2007
when Congress was in power at
the Centre and its government
was in power in Jharkhand.”

During the Jharkhand polls
last year, illegal immigration
from Bangladesh in the Santhal
Pargana division emerged as the
BJP’s main poll plank. The cam-
paign fell flat as the party was re-
stricted to 21 seats.

BJP’s balance of power: After Maharashtra, may tighten grip on Bihar

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE BJP MAY have fallen below
the majority mark at the Centre,
making it more dependent on its
allies. However, after Maharas-
htra, where the BJP put the Shiv
Senaand NCP far behind, the party
appears set to steal a march over
allyJD(U)inBihar Assembly polls—
inaway, retaining the power bal-
ance in the BJP’s favour.

In 2020, despite JD(U) winning
Jjust 48 constituencies to BJP’s 84,
BJP had conceded the CM’s chair
to Nitish Kumar. The uneasiness
that resulted was one of the rea-
sons behind Nitish switching
sides to the Mahagathbandhan,
before returning to BJP again
ahead of the last Lok Sabha polls.

Given this recent memory,
even if the BJP lets Nitish be the
face of the alliance, there could be
conditions attached if the seat tal-
lies are similar to 2020. The BJP
has additional bargaining power
inthe form of ally Chirag Paswan-
led LJP (Ram Vilas) (in 2020, the
understanding between the BJP
and LJP-RV was covert).

JD(U) would be taking its cue
from Maharashtra, where elec-
tions in November last year put
BJP in a commanding position
compared to its allies, at 132 of
the total 288 seats. The Shiv Sena,
whose Eknath Shinde held the
CM post going into elections, tried
to hold out seeking the same
again. But BJP dugits heels in.

Given that BJP had near-ma-
jority on its own, apart from the
support of 41 MLAs of Ajit Pawar-

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar in
Patna, Monday. P11

led NCP, Shinde finally relented.

However, equations within
the Mahayuti remain unsettled.
Shinde has repeatedly skipped
meetings called by CM Devendra
Fadnavis while the Fadnavis gov-
ernment has raised questions
about some of the schemes intro-
duced when Shinde was the CM,
and ensured that Fadnavis has the

final word on the selection of per-
sonal secretaries and officers on
special duty of ministers.

AShivSenaleader said: “The
CM calls Sena ministers directly
to his room for discussions,
which has not gone down well.”
Shinde is the only mass leader in
Maharashtra, the leader
argued, and the BJP
could not ignore him.

However, the party is
unlikely to rock the boat,
while expecting the cen-
tralleadership “that backs Shinde”
to intervene. “For BJP, it’s a win-
win situation. Ajit Pawaris a great
manager - he can manage things
smoothly for BJPin Maharashtra,”
the leader said, adding that
Shinde’s hands were tied in com-
parison as he has been a CM and
the face of the government.

EXPLAINED
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Coming to Bihar, JD(U)’s 12
MPs are crucial for BJP at the
Centre. However, when it comes
to the state, it is a different story,
with BJP giving one glimpse of
how it can step up the ante with
its selection for the seven new
ministers inducted recently. The
seven include a Kurmi
leader and a Kushwaha face
—both communities seen as
Nitish’s support base.
® | While BJP leaders point

out that the party is well
within its rights to choose the
facesit wants for the posts falling
inits share, they admit it helped
underline the power equations
within the NDA ahead of seat-
sharing discussions as well as
strategy planning for the
Assembly polls.
Touching JD(U)’s raw nerve,

the Opposition has started clai-
ming that BJP has hijacked the
party, with Nitish reduced to a
mask. Rumours about the CM’s
health also keep circulating,
adding to JD(U)’'s nervousness.

Like in Maharashtra, where
both Sena and NCP filled the Ma-
rathavote gap for BJP, the J]D(U) too
serves a crucial purpose because
of its supportbase - meaning that
there will be no jettisoning of the
alliance by the BJP. Even those al-
lies in Bihar who are closer to BJP
than the JD(U) stress on keeping
Nitish within the umbrella.

As per some sources, this
may mean retaining Nitish as
CM at least for a while, if NDA
wins. Incidentally, calls have
started growing from the JD(U)
side for polls to be fought with
Nitish as the CM face.
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PM MODI RELEASES SURVEY RESULTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with eco-guides,
trackers and field staff, in Gujarat’s Junagadh on Monday. P11

India has 6,327 river
dolphins, finds first
population survey

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

INDIA HAS 6,324 Gangetic dol-
phins across the Ganga and
Brahmaputra river basins and
three Indus river dolphins in the
Beas river basin in Punjab, the
country’s first-ever detailed dol-
phin population survey has found.

Conducted between 2021
and 2023, the survey covered
8,406 km long stretches of Ganga
and Brahmaputrariver basins, in-
clusive ofits tributaries,and a 101
km long stretch of the Beas river.

“The dolphin estimate for
Ganga is 5,689 (range: 5,371-
6,024), while 635 dolphins were
estimated in Brahmaputra, to-
talling a population estimate of
6,234 (range: 5,977-6,688) in the
surveyed rivers,” the report stated.

PM Narendra Modi released
the results of the dolphin popula-
tion survey during the 7th meet-
ing of National Board for Wildlife
held Monday at the Gir National
Park. He launched Project
Dolphin on August 15, 2020.

The survey was done by Wild-
life Institute of India, state forest
departments of Punjab, UP, Bihar,
Assam, Jharkhand, Rajasthanand
non-profit organisations includ-
ing Aaranyak, World Wildlife
Fund, Turtle Survival Alliance and
Wildlife Trust of India.

Of the 6,324 Gangetic dol-
phins, 3,275 were found on the
river’s main stem, 2,414 were
found in Ganga’s tributaries while
584 were found in Brahmaputra’s
main stem. A total of 28 rivers
were surveyed by boat for the es-
timation exercise and 30 river
stretches were mapped by road.

Among range states, 2,397

AMONG ‘RANGE STATES’

2,397

dolphins were counted in UP,
2,220in Bihar, 162 in
Jharkhand, 95 in Rajasthan
and MP, 815 in West Bengal,
635 in Assam and 3 in Punjab.

dolphins were counted in UP,
2,220inBihar, 162 in Jharkhand,
95 in Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, 815 in West Bengal, 635
in Assam and three in Punjab.
In Ganga, a total of 7,109 km
was actively surveyed, which in-
cluded the main stem of Ganga as
well as its tributaries — Chambal,
Yamuna, Rapti, Sharda, Ghaghara,
Mahananda, Kosi, Gandak, Ger-
uwa, Rupnarayan, Torsa, Kaljani,
Churni, and Haldi, covering UP,
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan.
InUP, the highest encounter or
concentration of dolphins was
found in the 47-km stretch of Bh-
ind-Pachnada in Chambal River.
The Kanpur-Vindhyachal stre-
tch of 380 km had an encounter
rate of 1.89 dolphins/km. The dol-
phin population in 366-km long
Narora to Kanpur stretch was al-
most non-existent, the report said.
InBihar, the survey found dol-
phin populations thriving in most
stretches due to relatively higher
water depth owing to tributaries
such as Ghaghara, Gandak, Kosi
and Son, coupled with ideal river
morphology. The stretch from
Chausa-Manihari, covering the
Ganga’s main stem has 1,297 dol-
phins in 590 km, making it one of
the most densely populated
stretches.

DUPLICATE VOTER ID ROW

Cong, TMC allege
EC ‘complicity’, seek
‘clean-up’ of rolls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

ADAY after Election Commission
admitted that different electors
could have the same voter ID
number, Congress and TMC Mo-
nday intensified their attack. The
parties contested the EC’'s defence
that duplicate IDs exist in differ-
ent states, alleged its “complicity”
in voter “manipulation” and
sought a “clean-up” of the rolls
within the next three months.

At a press conference
Monday, TMC RS leader Derek
O'Brien called the duplication of
IDs an “Epic Scam”. He said the is-
sue was first raised by West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee on
February 27.

“OnMarch 2 at8 am, the TMC
sent out a notice for a press con-
ference. Then what happens
within two-and-a-half hours...
the EC issues a statement. Who
was caughtred handed?” he said.

He said: “The ECis admitting
the error, but it has still not ac-
cepted the error.”

On behalf of the party, he is-
sued a 24-hour deadline to the
EC, urging it to “accept” the al-
leged discrepancy. “If the error is
not accepted, we will share a
document at 9 am on Tuesday
morning,” O’'Brien said.

The party also demanded a
clean-up of voter lists over the
next three months to ensure fair
elections in the state.

A Congress panel, which the
party has formed to keep an eye
on elections, said in a statement
Monday: “The same voter ID
numberis being used for several
voters, both from the same con-
stituency in the same state as
well as from other states. This is

utterly shocking. A unique voter
ID for every Indian voter is the
fundamental requirement.”

“When confronted with
proof of (the) same voter ID num-
ber used by multiple voters, the
Election Commission initially re-
sponded claiming thatavoter ID
number may be the same across
states, butitis unique toa partic-
ular state. Even that turned out
to be a blatant lie as there are
cases of the same voter ID num-
ber used by several voters in the
same state and in the same con-
stituency. After this was pointed
out, there has been pin drop si-
lence,” said the panel, named
‘Empowered Action Group of
Leaders and Experts’ (EAGLE).

“The Election Commission
cannot feignignorance or incom-
petence in this matter. It is a de-
liberate act of voter list manipu-
lation to aid the ruling party and
thwart the idea of free and fair
elections,” it said. “...Itis clear that
the ruling BJP wins or attempts
towin elections by manipulating
voter lists in connivance with
Election Commission.”

On Sunday, responding to re-
ports and social media posts
showing multiple people with
the same EPIC number, the poll
panel had said the duplication
did not imply fake voters as dif-
ferent states had used the same
alphanumeric series.

The EC said that identical
EPIC numbers were issued to
some electors in different states
due to decentralised and man-
ual system that was used by
states before the electoral roll
database was shifted to the
ERONET platform in 2017. EC
said it would update the plat-
form to make sure that unique
EPIC numbers are allotted to all.
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Maintain decency
standards: SC

allows Allahbadia
toresume show

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
allowed podcaster Ranveer
Allahbadia to resume his show
‘The Ranveer Show’ subject to an
undertaking that he would
“maintain standards of decency
and morality”.

“Subject to the petitioner fur-
nishing an undertaking to the ef-
fect that his podcast shows will
maintain the desired standards of
decency and morality so that
viewers of any age group can
watch, the petitioneris allowed to
resume The Ranveer Show,” a
bench of Justices Surya Kant and
N K Singh said.

On Monday, advocate
Abhinav Chandrachud, appearing
for Allahbadia, submitted that the
podcaster has 280 employees and
the show is his source of liveli-
hood. The bench accepted the re-
quest and modified the condition
and also extended Allahbadia’sin-
terim protection from arrest until
further orders, while asking him
to cooperate with the probe.

The top courtdirected that his
shows should not comment upon
the proceedings which are sub-
judice before the court.

“Withregard to telecast or air-
ing of programmes which are not
acceptable in terms of known
moral standards of our society,
some regulatory measures may
be required. We have requested
the learned Solicitor General to
suggest some measures which are
effective to ensure the parameters
of fundamental rights as delin-
eated in Article 19. Any draft reg-
ulatory measure in thisregard can
then be put in public domain to
invite suggestions from stake-
holders...,” the bench said.

“We don’t want any regulatory
regime which leads to censor-
ship..but it can’t be a free for all.
See the quality of humour he

® Allahbadia
submitted
that the show
is his source
of livelihood

has... humour is something the
entire family can enjoy, nobody
feelsembarrassed. Using all filthy
language is not talent,” Justice
Kant remarked orally.

On Allahbadia’s plea seeking
consolidation of all FIRs against
him over his controversial com-
ments during ‘India’s Got Latent’
show, the SC had on February 18
issued notice and granted him
protection from arrest.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, who appeared for Assam
and Maharashtra, said he found
the “perversity in the pro-
gramme to be of another level”.
“Forget a man and a woman, a
man and a man cannot sit to-
gether and watch the show...”
Mehta said. “The very fact that he
chose to participate [in such a
show]...let him remain quiet for
some time,” he said.

Justice Kant said, “These
youngsters are being oversmart...
they think we are outdated gen-
eration probably... one of them
went to Canada and spoke there...
they don't know the jurisdiction
which this court enjoys and what
probably can be done... We don’t
want to because they are young,
we understand...”

He added, “... there is nothing
like a fundamental right on plat-
ter..the fundamental rights are all
followed by a duty...unless those
people understand duty, there is
no [...] deal with that kind of ele-
ments... if somebody wants to
enjoy fundamental rights, this
country gives a guarantee to en-
joy, but guarantee is with a duty
so that guarantee will involve per-
forming that duty also.”

Meghalaya varsity founder gets bail

Guwahati: Ten days after the
Assam police arrested himin con-
nection with alleged malpractices
in the CBSE class Xl examinations,
University of Science and
Technology Meghalaya owner
and chancellor Mahbubul Hoque
was granted bail by the Gauhati
High Court in one of two cases
registered against him. Hoque will
remaininjudicial custody in con-

nection with the second case.
Two cases were registered
against Hoque on February 21
over alleged malpractices during
the physics examination in a
school run by Education and
Research Development
Foundation, which he founded.
His bail plea was rejected by a
court Sribhumi, after which he
moved the Gauhati HC. ENS
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CAUTION NOTICE

Public at large are hereby cautioned to beware of individuals/
unscrupulous agencies who are misrepresenfing as Standard
Chartered Securities (India) Lid. by soliciting investors via social
media platforms such as Whatsapp and purportedly providing
investment advisory to make fraudulent gains. Public at large are
hereby advised to refrain from indulging with or relying on any
communication/ advisory being circulated by any unauthorised
individuals/ entities claiming to be associated with Standard
Chartered Securities (India) Ltd. or Standard Chartered Group
offering investment opportunities. Further it is informed that
Standard Chartered Securities (India) Ltd. does not offer trading
advisory through any Standard Chartered Inslitutional Accoun! or
mabile applications such as SC-IATOP. Standard Chartered
Securities (India) Ltd. and/ or Standard Chartered Group will not
be liable for any losses/ damages suffered by anyone relying on the
advisory or information provided through the above-mentioned
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For Standard Chartered Securities (India) Ltd.

2nd floor, 23-25 M.G. Road,

Fort, Maharashtra, Mumbai - 400 001

Have children quickly after wedding, see
population’s link to number of MPs: Stalin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NAGAPATTINAM (TAMIL
NADU), MARCH 3

TAMIL NADU Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Monday favoured young
people having children immedi-
ately following marriage and said
a higher population appeared to
be the criterion to get more MPs.

Speaking at awedding, Stalin
said years ago, newlyweds were
advised not to have childrenim-
mediately after marriage.
However, the same thing must
not be advised now and also
there was no need for that.

“A situation has now arisen,
according to which only a higher

TN Chief Minister M K Stalin

population would ensure more
MPs as the delimitation exercise
would be on the basis of popu-
lation,” Stalin said. Tamil Nadu
paid attention to population
control and succeeded and that
was the reason for the “state’s
plight today”, he said.

"Iwill not tell you to not have

children hastily, have childrenim-
mediately; but give them beauti-
ful Tamilnames," he said, directly
appealing to the bride and groom.

Further, he said the question
of delimitation s related to Tamil
Nadu's rights and protecting its
interests and hence, the matter
must not be evaluated politically.

The Union government is
planning to implement the
three-language policy through
compulsion and similarly in the
delimitation exercise, it is at-
tempting to cut down the num-
ber of seats for Tamil Nadu, Stalin
alleged, addressing the function.

Against this background an
all-party meeting has been called
on March 5 on the proposed de-

HC tells ACB to not act on special

court order against Bu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MARCH 3

THE BOMBAY High Court
Monday said that it will hear pe-
titions against a special court's
order to file FIR against former
Sebi chief Madhabi Puri Buch
and five others, and directed the
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)to
not act on the order in a case of
alleged stock market fraud and
regulatory violations.

The petitions seeking quash-
ing of the special court's order
have been filed by Buch, three
whole-time members and
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
Chairman Pramod Agarwal and
CEO Sundararaman
Ramamurthy.

The petitions were men-
tioned before Justice Shivkumar
Dige, Monday morning. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta repre-
senting Sebi officials, senior
counsel Amit Desai representing
the BSE officials and lawyer
Sudeep Pasbola for Buch, men-
tioned the petitions. The hearing
is likely to take place on Tuesday.
Buch and others were present
before court.

OnMarch 1, the special court
designated under the Prevention

Madhabi Puri Buch

of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) directed ACB, Mumbai,
to file an FIR against Buch and
five others in connection with
the complaint alleging stock
market fraud and regulatory vi-
olations.

The special court passed the
order on an application alleging
fraudulent listing of a company
on the stock exchange, claiming
that it was with the active con-
nivance of regulatory authori-
ties.

One of the petitions said that
the special court’s order was “er-
roneous” and without jurisdic-
tion. It said that the complainant
before the special court had not
been able to make out a prima
facie case against the six named.

It also said that under the
Prevention of Corruption Act, it

ch, others

was mandatory to get a sanction
from the central government be-
fore initiating an investigation
and the judge had failed to give
reasons as to why he was dis-
pensing with this requirement
whenissuing directions to inves-
tigate the matter.

The complainant before the
special court, Dombivali resident
Sapan Shrivastava, claimed that
he and his family had invested in
shares of Cal Refineries in 1994
which was listed at the Bombay
Stock Exchange, and suffered
huge losses.

The Securities & Exchange
Board of India issued a press re-
lease stating that Cal Refineries
was suspended from trading in
August 2017 and continues to re-
main suspended. It said Buch
and the three whole-time mem-
bers named in the petition were
not holding their respective of-
fices at the relevant time.

Sebi also said the special
court had allowed the applica-
tion without allowing it to place
the facts on record.

BSE too in a statement has
said that the application was
"frivolous and vexatious in na-
ture" and the special court had
notissued notice to the stock ex-
change to put forth its stand.

limitation exercise and most par-
ties out of 40 have confirmed their
participation. A few others have
said they would not be taking part,
the CM said, appealing to such
parties to “not evaluate the issue
through the prism of politics”.

BJP leader and former Union
minister G K Vasan-led TMC
(Moopanar) has declared that it
will not take partin the meeting. “1
would like to appeal to them,
please give a thought to it. This is
not an issue between the DMK
and your party. The issue is all
about Tamil Nadu and its interests
and rights and hence parties that
have declared that they would not
take part (in the meeting) should
also participate,” Stalin said.

Rotate LoD post
among MVA
allies: NCP-SP

Mumbai: Though Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) allies are yet to
formally stake claim to the post
of Leader of Opposition (LoP) in
the Maharashtra Assembly, a key
constituent on Monday de-
manded that the Cabinet-level
position be rotated among all
three parties of the INDIA bloc.
NCP (SP) MLA ]Jitendra
Awhad demanded that the LoP
post be rotated among his outfit,
the Congress and the Shiv Sena
(UBT) for 18 months each.
Awhad argued that the three
parties holding the post by turn
will help each constituent repre-
sentitself in the Assembly. PTI

Never spoke against people: Patel

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh minister
and BJPleader Prahlad Patel, who
sparked a controversy by saying
that people have developed a
habit of begging from the govern-
ment and this “army of beggarsis
not making society stronger”, clar-
ified Monday that he never spoke
against the people. “I made this
remark among my own commu-
nity members, something I have
been saying for years and will con-
tinue to say in the future,” he said.

Patel said, “(state Congress

apologise to me and my party..It
was not a political programme
but a social gathering...in such a
situation, without thinking and
motivated by greed, giving this
kind of reaction is an insult and
also very dangerous...”

Reacting to Patel's clarification,
Patwari said, “This means that the
people of MP, who approach the
ministers of BJP for justice, were
beggars, are beggars, and will re-
main beggars...If thisis true, then
gimmicks like CM Helpline should

president Jitu) Patwari should  beshutdown..” ENS

BNIAB

National Institute of Animal Biotechnology

TTET o 97 SRR Her

National Institute of Animal Biotechnology
An Autonomous Institute of Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt of India
Survey No. 37, Opp. Journalist colony, Extended Q City Road,
- Near Gowlidoddi, Gachibowli, Hyderabad - 500 032
m—

e Tel: +91 40 2312 0103/115; Erpail: ad.min@niab.org.in; 1 \
oyl VO Web: www.niab.res.in _
( Advt. No. 08/2025 ) ]

NIAB, an autonomous institute under the aegis of the Department of
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India, is
aimed to harness novel and emerging biotechnologies and create knowledge
in the cutting edge areas for improving animal health and productivity. NIAB
invites applications from Indian citizens for the following positions:

Position : Scientist-E | Pay Level-13 | No of post: 1-UR

Formore details, please visit NIAB website www.niab.res.in
Date of commencement of online applications: 04" March 2025
Last date for submitting online applications: 04" April 2025 by 5 PM

Sd/- DIRECTOR, NIAB

dréers

Armed Forces Tribunal
(Principal Bench)

West Block-Vill, Sector-1,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110 066
Applications: are invited for filling up the
folowing posts In the Ammed Fomes
Trbunal, Principal Bench, Mew Delhi on
Daputation for a period of three years,
5. No. 1 Name of the Post Financal
Adviser and Chief Accounts Officer No.
of Post: 01 Pay scale (Rs): 01 Pay
Malrix Lewel - 13 (Rs. 123100-215900)
5. No. 2 Name of the Post Deputy
Confroller of Accounts No. of Post: 01
Pay scale (Rs.); 01 Pay Matrix Level - 11
(Rs. G7700-208700) For further defals,
ki wisi our web site www.aftdelhi.nic.in

Date: 24th February, 2025

{Sunil Kumar Sharma)
Deputy Registrar

INDIAN INSTITUTES OF SCIENCE

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

(Autonomous Institutes of National Importance under the Ministry of Education, Government of India)

RINSER

BERHAMPUR

reputed academics

Nt it HSER KOLKATA

BHOPAL

e

KOLKATA

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES IN SCIENCE FOR

Applications are invited from highly motivated students studying in the science stream for admission to
5-Year BS-MS (Dual Degree), 4-Year B. Tech. and BS Degree Programs in Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research (IISERs) at Berhampur, Bhopal, Kolkata, Mohali, Pune, Thiruvananthapuram and
Tirupati for the academic session of 2025-26.
For more information, please visit: hitps://www.iiseradmission.in
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HNSER FLUNE THIEUN ARANTHAPLIRLAM
PUNE THIRUVANATHAPURAM TIRUPATI

ADMISSION NOTIGE 2025

5-YEAR BS-MS (DUAL DEGREE), 4-YEAR BS and B. TECH. DEGREE PROGRAMS

ATTRACTIVE FEATURES

» 5-Year BS-MS (Dual Degree) Programs (All lISERS)

 5-Year BS-MS (Dual Degree) Programin Computational and Data Sciences (at ISER Kolkata only)

 4-Year BS Programin Economic Sciences (atlISER Bhopal only)
4-Year B. Tech. Program (at lISER Bhopal only)
4-Year BS Program in Economic and Statistical Sciences (atISER Tirupati only)

» Curricula distributed in breadth and depth with an opportunity to learn subjects from internationally

INQUISITIVE YOUNG MINDS

Y Regd. Office: IDBI Tower, WTC Complex,
le o) Cufte Parade, Mumbai 400 005 - Tel. 8655 3355

- IDEI Bank Litd.
CIN: LG5TBSMHA04E011 46130 Advertisement Mo, 12 ¢ 2024-25

Advertizement for Appointment of Junior Azsistant Managers in IDBI Bank
through enrolment for Post-Graduate Diploma in Banking and Finance (PGDBF)

at Manipal Academy of BFSI , Bengaluru / NITTE, Grealer Noida
No. of Seals : 650

IDBI Bank Ltd, invites online applications from graduates for selection of 630
candidatas to b enrolied for 1 vear Post Graduate Diploma Course in Banking and
Finance at Manipal Academy of BFSI, Bengaluru / NITTE, Greater Moida, On
auccessful completion of the course, the candidates would be appointed in IDE
Eankqs.JuniﬂrﬂsaistaniI'u1anag»&r.

. 3 m

Pees For detailed eligibility criteria with respect fo age, qualfication and
related instructions, please visit the 'Careers” section in the Bank's
website www.idbibank.in

| Online applications submitted on or before 12.03.2025 only will be considered. ]

MOTE: IDBI Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any/ all application{s) without
assigning any reason|s) hereol.

Place - Mumbal General Manager- HR

ADVERTISEMENT NO: IPRCL/MUM/HR/REC.01/2025

@ INDIAN PORT RAIL & ROPEWAY CORPORATION LIMITED L=

— i JV Company Under Ministry of Ports, Shippiog & Waterways, Govt of Indig) =~ =
4" Fioor, Nirman Bhavan, Mumbai Port Trust Building, M. P. Road, Mazgacn JE|, Mumbai - 400 411,
Phane o 022-68566335, Fax No 022-66586308, Email ; halliprelin CIN: US03000L2015PLCZE270I
A 150 9001, 14001, 45001 & 37001 Certifiad Company|

Applications are invited from experienced and result oriented
Indian Nationals for the following posts:

(1) CGM (OZBDYVES - 01 at Mumbai, {2) CGM(Projects)/ER - 01 at
Kolkata, (3) CGM{S&T)/ES - 01 at Mumbai, (4) CGM{Cwil)/EB - 01 at
Mumbai (&) CGM(Elect. &8 - 01 at Mumbai, (6) CGM(Projects}/ES -
03 (01 - Visakhapatnam, 01 - Chennai & 01 - Ahmedabad), (7) JGM
(HR) ES/ DGM (HR) E4 - 01 at Mumbal, (8) DGM(Civil/VE4 - 01 at
Mumbai, (8) DGM (E4)/ Sr. Mgr. (E3) Mgr. (E2) (Projects) - 01 at
Visakhapatnam, (10} Sr. Mgr. (E3)/ Mgr. (E2) (Track) - 01 at Mumbai,
{11) Sr. Mar. (E3) Magr. (E2) (Frocurement Expert) - 01 at Mumbai,
(12) Manager (P.Way) E2 - 04 (01 - Kusmunda, 01 - Tuficorin,
01- Gevra & 01-Kolkata), (13) Manager (Traffic) E2 - 03 (01 - Dipka,
01-Junadih & 01- Laxman), (14) Manager (Civil) E2 - 01 at Vijayawada,
(15) Mgr. (E2)/ Dy. Mgr. (E1) (IT) = 01 at Mumbai, (16) Dy. Mgr. (S&T)
E1 - 01 at Mumbai, {(17) Dy. Mgr, (FEAVET - 01 at Bhubaneswar,
{18) PSE (Civil-10, Elect.-04, S&T-03 & Loco/Mech.-01 at Anywhere in
India), (19) Graduate/ Diploma Engineer Apprentice Trainea {Civil-7,
Elect.-4, Mech.-2 at All India)

For eligibility criteria and format of application etc. please visit on
website www.ipa.nic.in then click for Whats New/Ports/Other
Organization Advertisemeant/ Indian Port Rail & Ropeway Corporation
Ltd. or www.iprclin then click on Careers/Vacancy, Last date of
recaiving applications in IPRCL Office is 15 days irom the date of
publication of advertisement in Employment News newspapers, The
application in prescribed format along with copies of requisite
cartificates / documants and detailed CV should be sent only by post or
couner within due date addressed to : Chief General Manager (HR),
Indian Port Rail & Ropeway Corporation Limited, 4" Floor, Nirman
Bhavan, M.P. Road, Mazgaon (East), Mumbail-400010,

MNursing Officer Recruitment

Common Eligibility Test (NORCET) & X
Notice No.A.12019/02/2024-Esit. Date: 03.03.2025

It has been decided 1o fill up the vacant posts of Mursing Officer at
Level OF in the Pay Matrx (Rs. 44900-142400) Group-E for Central
Institute of Psychiatry, Ranchi through the Nursing Officer
Recrultment Common Eligibility Test (NORCET)-8, to be conducted
by AlIMS Mew Delhi as per available vacancies in the Institute.

Eligibility Criteria for appearing in NORCET

Ezsential Qualification

» (Candidates choose their specialization only after exploring different subjects ITa. B.Sc. (Hons.) Hin Hursiné; from a re;ﬂgnismed University or
: i Institute; i i . ' Lj
d ) Y | * Exposuretothe frontline research areas atthe world-class Laboratories/ research groups recognised University orinstilute; or Post Basic B.Sc Nursing
Ban « Research internships and year-long research projects leading to MS thesis with opportunities for from recognised University or institute;
Registered Office: ICICI Bank Tower, Near Chakli Circle, Old Padra ' —eyn b. Registered as a nurse or nurse and mid-wife with State
Road, Vadodara - 390007, Gujarat Iﬁtﬁrﬁlﬁﬂlpliﬂary I'ESEal‘Eh ) . . L MNursing Council.
Corporate Office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra Kurla Complex, * Fully residential campuses with well-equipped hostels and medical facilities i ~ OR__
Bandra East, Mumbai 400051, Maharashtra « QOpportunities for sports, cultural, and other extracurricular activities for holistic development e (Saoma, [ e ursing; Mic-ulery-Jrom:a secognisat
Branch Relocation Notice . : ot
b. Registered as a nurse or nurse and mid-wife with State
On Behalf of ICICI Bank Ltd., Kamala Nagar Branch ﬁFPLIBA‘"“" FHBGEBUHE ELIEIB"‘ITY Mursing Council; and
ear Customers, « Applications are ubmitted online only ndidates who have passe equivalen - ye e I
Dear Cust Applications are to be submitted online only at | | Candidates who have passed class Xll/equivalent Rl ress i v b o
i o imimateyou that i et o My 2025 e hitps://wwwiseradmission.in examination in science siream (in 2023, 2024, | | [agezime o e auateen.
thenew oceioniscsmentioncd pelow * Applicants must carefully go through the | | or 2025) with minimum 60% marks (55% for | | | " Not ssceeding tiny years. (Reavabie for Sovermen
gg;va};;gg;nbgggﬁggg;_td-’ 36 A, Kamla Nagar, Near instructions and the FAQ section on the website SC/ST/PwD) are eligible to apply for ISER orders issued by the Central Government.)
There would k;e no change in your Account Number or the before ﬁ||fﬂg U{]tthDi'F"ﬂ: . ﬂp‘titLi[]E Test {:MT} 2025, 2, ig;icsatl!aéln E:.?-mﬁ_ﬂumm on the last date of closing of the
security items issued to you. « A non-refundable application fee of 32000 For: migia detalls visit - APPLICATION FEES:
holding lockers with our KamalaNagar Branch. o (X 1000 for SC/ST/Kashmiri Migrant/Kashmir A) GenerallOBC Candidates - Rs 3000/- (Rupess Three Thousand only
: ; frh T : - i ission.i ination/eliaibility. B) SC/ST Candidates/EWS - Rs 2400/ (Rupees Twenty-Four Hundred only)
In the process of relocating our branch, we will also be PEIHd[tS,-'"HE:ShmlFI HII’IdU l.:arﬁlllﬂﬂ {Nﬂﬂ-mrgmﬂﬂf hﬂﬂjjﬂl‘ﬂ_ﬂ_}[ﬁ%ﬂlﬂfi—ﬂﬁﬁmmm|ﬂitﬂn1'lﬂl_ml_hlllﬂ_|“_ml [:i Persons :.-ri‘ml E;szstril'rties. . EE:{empted il B
relocating the safe deposit lockers to the address, as PwD {:anmdatesj 1S al:}ph[:'am& *All admissions will be ﬂ'nl'}' “'Il'ﬂ'llgh IAT 2025* « The candidate can pay the prescribed application fee
specified above. The shifting of the locker units will begin on through DEBIT CARD/CREDIT CARD/ NET BANKING.
m;;;g, gggg and they will be installed at the new location on SEHDLAHSHIP IMFU HTAHT HATES Transaction / Processing fee, if any, as applicable, will be
’ : payable to the bank by the candidate.
In case you wish to continue to operate your locker at the ; ¥ : : i i i ]
nﬁw Ioco]:ci_?n, Wet refc]uepslt you 'éo emE‘c);r you,\r/I Iocl;rer2 %gdS t$ke ?SE;EEJ[?UE s}ﬁgg?&é STEEJEIFEE]DEQEQH:S; L[]]g Jﬂn[][}"l:&t!ﬂ" Portal DQEHE on March 10, 2025 :ﬁsiﬂi::g:gi:“:Emz':::ﬂ':;‘"“‘ad shall not be refunded
cnarge ot Its contents. Fledase do so berore May 4, . You : : . : " E o ik I
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SANTOSHSINGH &
HIMANSHUHARSH
PATNA, MARCH 3

THE NITISH Kumar-led NDA
government in Bihar Monday
tabled aX3.17-lakh crore Budget
for 2025-26 — its last one ahead
of the Assembly polls scheduled
for October-November — focus-
ing on education, healthcare, in-
frastructure, welfare of minori-
ties, and women.

Finance Minister and BJP
leader Samrat Choudhary, who
is also the Deputy Chief Minister,
said in the Assembly that this
year’s allocationis anincrease of
around 13% from last year’s
%2.79-lakh crore outlay.

Education got the highest al-
location of 60,964 crore.
“Currently out of 534 blocks of
Bihar, 358 blocks lack degree col-
leges...one degree college will be
opened in a phase-wise manner
in each of those districts,” the
Finance Minister said.

The Health Department has

remained among the top five pri-
ority areas of the Nitish govern-
ment since 2005-06, getting an
allocation 0f ¥20,035.80 crore
this time with an aim of setting
up medical centers in urban ar-
eas, particularly targeting under-
served populations in slum areas.

The Budget has also allocated
13,368 crore for several welfare
schemes of SCs, STs, minorities,
OBCs and MBCs.

The key support base of the
NDA, led by the BJP and the
JD(U), includes sections of the
EBCs and OBCs, which together
account for about 63% of the
population in the state. The
Budget has allocated 319,648
crore for various welfare
schemes for the SCs and the STs,
who make up over 20% of the
state's population.

The government has ear-
marked 33,303 crore for student
scholarships whose 90% benefi-
ciaries belong to the OBC, EBC
and SC communities. Choudhary
said the state government will
double pre-matric scholarships

Union Carbide waste
disposal: First trial

concludes,

samples

taken for analysis

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE FIRST trial incineration of 10
metric tonnes of hazardous
waste brought from the Union
Carbide Bhopal factory and be-
ing carried out ata plantin Dhar
district, ended on Monday
evening, as per the Madhya
Pradesh Pollution Control Board
(MPPCB). Monitoring of emis-
sions from the plant’s chimney
showed that the pollutants were
within prescribed limits.

The MPPCB and Central
Pollution Control Board have col-
lected emission samples from the
Pithampur plant’s stack and they
will be analysed further. Based on
that analysis, as well as cleaning
and maintenance of the incinera-
tor, it will be decided if the second
trial run can happen on Tuesday;,
MPPCB's regional officer Shrinivas
Dwivedi told The Indian Express.

The trial incineration is being
carried out on the orders of the
Jabalpur bench of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court.

“Monitoring of emissions
from the chimney during burn-
ing of waste was done by about
20 officers/employees of Central
Pollution Control Board and M.P.
Pollution Control Board. Online
Continuous Emission Monitoring
System (OCEMS) was opera-
tional for continuous monitoring

of emissions from the chimney.
Emissions from the chimney
were found to be within the pre-
scribed standard limits,” a note
issued by MPPCB stated.

Emissions of seven pollutants
and gases - Particulate matter,
Sulphur Dioxide, Nitrogen Oxides,
Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen
Flouride, Hydrogen Chloride,and
Total Organic Carbon — were mon-
itored and all were found within
prescribed standards. The peak
emission of hydrogen fluoride gas
was recorded to be 4.44 micro-
gram/cubic metre during a 24-
hour period between Sunday and
Monday, against the prescribed
limit of 4 microgram/cubic metre,
while the average reading the pol-
lutant was 0.82 micogram/cubic
metre, as per MPPCB.

“The feeding of Union
Carbide waste was started from
03:00 pm, which was done con-
tinuously at the rate of 135 kg /
hour and the trial run continued
till 05:15 pm on 03/03/2025.
Also, feeding of 10 tonnes of
waste was completed by 05:15
pm. Thereafter, feeding of diesel
into the incinerator continued
till 06:30 PM so that the waste
fed in could be completely
burnt,” MPPCB'’s note added.

MPPCBalso carried out ambi-
ent air quality measurements at
five locations at the time of waste
burning, around the plant and in
villages in the plant’s proximity.

IPS officer summoned over 2021
‘custodial torture’ of former MP

Hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh
Police has issued a notice to
Bihar-cadre IPS officer M Sunil
Kumar Naik to record his state-
ment in the alleged murder-at-
tempt case filed in May 2021 by
former YSR Congress Party MP
KRaghu Rama Krishna Raju.

Raju has since joined the rul-
ing TDP and is the Assembly
Deputy Speaker.

Naik,a2005-batch IPS officer,
was sentondeputation to Andhra
Pradesh on December 4, 2019,
and was posted as DIG (CID). He
has since returned to Bihar.

OnMay 14,2021, Raju was ar-
rested on sedition charges for al-
leged hate speeches. He was
taken to the Guntur CID office
where he was allegedly as-
saulted. Earlier, he had filed a
plea before the CBI special court
in Hyderabad to cancel the bail
granted to then CM Jagan Mohan
Reddy in an assets case.

Prakasam SP AR Damodaris-
sued a notice to Naik last week
after determining that he was
present in the CID office at
Guntur when the former MP
was brought in. ENS

“ﬁ \
Bihar Finance Minister
Samrat Choudhary

for general, SC, ST, BC and EBC
students.

As about 90% of the people
from the OBCs and EBCs live in
villages, the NDA government
has allotted significant funds for
the development of rural infra-
structure that mainly involves
roads, electricity, water supply
and building construction. The
Rural Development department
has been allocated funds of
316,093 crore.

The Budget has allocated
X5,972 crore for the CM's pet

Education

Health

Urban and rural roads
Home Department
Rural Development
Energy

AMONG THE MAJOR ALLOCATIONS

Combined budget for welfare depts

360,964 crore
320,035 crore
17,908 crore
17,831 crore
%16,093 crore
X13,484 crore
313,368 crore

scheme Saat Nischay-II, a devel-
opment plan meant to make
Bihar atmanirbhar (self-reliant),
which involves construction and
repair of village roads, drains,
cleanliness drive, education loan,
assistance allowance for unem-
ployed youth, employment, and
skill development programmes
for women.

In line with the Nitish gov-
ernment’s focus on women em-
powerment, the Budget has pro-
posed establishment of a
“mabhila haat (women's market-

place)” in Patna, setting up “pink
toilets” in all districts and run-
ning “pink buses” in major cities.

Choudhary also proposed
the setting up of “Kanya Vivah
Mandaps” in all panchayats to
“help poor rural families with
girls of marriageable age”.He an-
nounced the establishment of
hostels for working women in
major cities.

The Budget includes
X17,908.18 crore for rural and ur-
banroad development, with the
government planning to im-
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Nitish govt’s last Budget before polls: Educatio
gets top outlay; outreach to SCs, EBCs & OBCs

prove transportation links by
connecting all district headquar-
ters to Patna with four-lane high-
ways by 2027.

Choudhary announced that
three greenfield airports will be
built in Rajgir, Sultanganj, and
Raxaul, with smaller airports
planned for 7 other cities includ-
ing Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur,
Madhubani and Supaul.

He said that the state’s rev-
enue expenditure for 2025-26 is
estimated at32.52 lakh crore, with
capital expenditure projected at
364,894 crore. Afiscal deficit of Rs
32,718 crore is expected.

JD(U)MLC and spokesperson
Neeraj Kumar told The Indian
Express: “We have reached out to
the women constituency by pro-
posing several new initiatives
such as opening the women
driver training centers in major
cities. The provision of 33% quota
has been made forwomenin the
State Road Transport
Corporation. We have looked at
rural Bihar with a special focus
on the SCs, OBCs and EBCs.”

Days after chaos during minister’s visit,
SFI, ABVP clash at ]U several injured

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, MARCH 3

FRESH violence broke out on the
Jadavpur University (JU) campus
in Kolkata Monday when mem-
bers of the ABVP allegedly tried
to enter the campus and SFI sup-
porters tried to stop them, re-
sulting ininjuries to several per-
sons in both groups, police said.

According to police, it was
not part of the ABVP’s initial plan
to enter the JU campus and they
were stopped at least a kilometre
away. However, after the rally,
some ABVP supporters went to
the university’s gate number 3.
When the guards tried to stop
them, a group of SFI supporters
alsoreached the spot, police said.

Later, a large police contin-
gent was deployed to control the
situation.

The SFI, All India Democratic
Students’ Organisation (AIDSO)
and other Left organisations had
called for a strike at universities
and colleges Monday to protest
Saturday’s incident where a stu-
dent was injured after being al-
legedly grazed by Education
Minister Bratya Basu’s car on the
JU campus amid protests by stu-
dents and SFI supporters.

On Monday, student protest-
ersalleged they were attacked by
the police or the Trinamool
Congress Chhatra Parishad
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Students from Jadavpur University take out a rally in Kolkata on
Monday over the clash on the campus during the state

education minister’s visit. PTI

(TMCP) in different areas. In Sili-
guri, members of AIDSO alleged
they were attacked by TMCP sup-
porters. At Midnapore Vidyasagar
university, SFl members were al-
legedly targeted by the police.
Members of TMCP and the
Leftist student bodies exchanged
blows at Vidyasagar University

and Medinipur College in Paschim
Medinipur district, Panskura
Banamali College in Purba
Medinipur and North Bengal
University in Siliguri as TMCP ac-
tivists tried to prevent Leftist stu-
dents from enforcing the strike
and suspension of classes.
Campuses of Jadavpur and

Presidency universities wore a
deserted look as students, faculty
members and other staffers
stayed away while SFI members
gathered on the campuses to en-
force the day-long strike.
Members of SFI, AIDSO, AISA
and RSF staged demonstrations
onJU campus. They also allegedly
locked the doors of many depart-
ments to enforce the strike.
A JU official said no classes
could be held during the day.
SHI state secretary Debanjan
Dey said, “Our strike was sup-
ported by all students across all
universities in the state. However,
police and TMCP tried to target
the movement. They attacked
our comrades in different univer-
sity campuses. Even after that,
they failed to stop the protest.”
Meanwhile, TMC leader
DabangshuBhattacharya claimed
that on Saturday, the student pro-
tester was injured by another ve-
hicle and not the minister’s car.
Countering him, SFI leader
Srijan Bhattacharya said, “We
know the TMC, they are lying
and showing a different person
to support their false claim.”
Meanwhile, Saturday’s inci-
dentled toa political blame game,
with bothTMCand BJP hitting out
at Left-affiliated student organi-
sations. Leader of Opposition Suv-
endu Adhikari Monday deman-
ded deployment of central forces
onvarsitycampus. ~ WITHPTI

Urologist George Abraham, behind Kerala’s
first cadaver transplant, dies by suicide

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 3

DR GEORGE P Abraham, 77, a
renowned urologist and renal
transplant specialist was found
hanging at his farm house in
Ernakulam Monday, police said.

The third surgeon in the
world to conduct a living donor
laparoscopic renal transplant, Dr
George, according to police, has
left a suicide note which said age
has shadowed his performance
as adoctor and he is missing job
satisfaction of yesteryear.

His body was found at the
farm house near Cochin interna-

tional airport under
Nedumbassery police limits.
George has been head of the de-
partment of urology and renal
transplant at VPS Lakeshore
Hospital in Kochi.

According to police, he used
to spend time at the farm house
every Sunday. This Sunday, he
came to the farm house accom-
panied by his brother but report-
edly sent the latter back before
he died by suicide.

Nedumbassery  Station
House officer KR Arun said: "We
have recovered a ten-line suicide
note purportedly written by the
doctor, in which he said his is
missing the job satisfaction. Due
to old age, he cannot perform his

Dr Abraham,
77, had
performed
2,500 renal
transplants

duties perfectly. Besides, the
doctor had recently undergone
surgery and after that he, the
note said, is facing health issues
affecting his work as a doctor™.

The officer said the doctor
had no financial woes, and his
family has not raised any doubts
about the death.

A doctor with over three
decades of experience in per-
forming endourological proce-

dures, Dr George leaves behind an
illustrious career in the medical
world. He had 15,0000 endouro-
logical procedures in Kerala to his
credit and he had performed
2,500 renal transplants.

He also had Kerala’s first ca-
daver transplant, percutaneous
nephrolithotomy (PCNL: a min-
imally invasive surgery that re-
moves kidney stones) and Lap
Donor Nephrectomy 3D la-
paroscopy to his credit and had
successfully completed more
than 8,000 laparoscopic urolog-
ical procedures.

One of the doctors behind
the first 3D laparoscopic urology
workshop, George was also ac-
tive in the academic world.
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n o Chhattisgarh’s

Budget: Homestay
policy in tribal areas,
survey to link rivers

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, MARCH 3

ASURVEY for interlinking rivers,
a new homestay policy for the
tribal areas of Bastar and Surguja,
amedi city,an education city and
a new fashion technology insti-
tute — these are among the ma-
jor initiatives announced by the
state’s Vishnu Deo Sai govern-
ment as it tabled a Budget of
1.65 lakh crore for 2025-26.

The handwritten Budget,
presented by former IAS officer
and Finance Minister O.P.
Choudhary, made the highest al-
location to the school education
department, followed by pan-
chayati raj and agriculture.

The government, according
to Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai,
was making the “most use of
technology for efficient gover-
nance”. “GATI for us means giv-
ing push to the industrial sector
which will get us more invest-
ments and in turn will create
jobs for locals,” he said.

The Budget allocation this
year is up from the X1.47 lakh
crore earmarked for 2024-2025.
While no new taxes were intro-
duced, the state’s capital expen-
diture (capex) saw an increase
from322,300 crore —or 3.93% of
the Gross State Domestic
Product and 15% of the total
Budget — t0326,341 crore (4.14%
of GSDP and 16% of the Budget).

The five departments with
the highest allocations were the
school education department
with 322,356 crore, the pan-
chayat and rural development
department with X18,461 crore,
agriculture department with
%13,506 crore, Public Works
Department with 39,501 crore,
and Food & Civil Supplies
Department with 9, 440 crore.

Months after the state rolled
out a new industrial policy, the
state has allocated 31,420 crore
to help implement its key fea-
tures, such as the emphasis on
promoting service sectors, pref-
erence to Aginveers and surren-
dered Maoists and implementa-
tion of a single window system
for ease of doing business.

Chhattisgarh Finance
Minister O P Choudhary
with CM Vishnu Deo Sai

SOME OF THE KEY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

M One rupee per litre
reduction in petrol
prices; 17% cutin VAT in
bulk diesel prices

Hl New pension fund;
3% increase in DA for
state govt employees

B New National
Institute of Fashion
Technology; medi city
and education city in
New Raipur

M Survey for linking of
Mahanadi-Indravati
and Sikasar-Kodar rivers

M Phase 1 of
establishment of sickle
cell anaemia screening
centres in all blocks

W 3200 crore to develop
the state’s ‘first Iconic
Tourism Destination’;
homestay policy for
Bastar and Surguja

M Establishing a Special
Operation Group,
similar to the NSG, and
anew State Industrial
Security Force,
modelled after CISF

M 3,200 new postsin
Bastar Fighters, an
armed anti-insurgency
force with draftees
from remote villages

Flour millers’ federation
seeks reduction of import
duty on wheat to 5-10%

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
PANAJI, MARCH 3

A BODY of Indian wheat flour
millers has demanded the duty
on wheat imports be reduced
from 40 per cent to 5-10 per cent,
stating that it will help flour
millers in South India and in-
crease wheat availability in var-
ious parts of the country.
Speaking to reporters on the
sidelines of an event in Panaji,
Roller Flour Millers’ Federation of
India president Navneet
Chitlangia said, “After the pro-
curement (of wheat by the
Centre)is over... the government
should reconsider. Once they re-
assess the crop size, their pro-
curement and the remaining
quantity in the market, then they
may adjust the 40 per cent duty
and calibrate it in a way so that it
creates a possibility for import.”
“Even if 2-3 million tonnes of
wheat are imported, then the
narrative of India having a low
crop size will be ended. It needs
to be ended because our indus-

try goes through a very difficult
time... That's why we are asking
the government that post-pro-
curement, you should rationalise
the 40 per cent duty on wheat
imports. Bring it down to zero or
whatever you want,” he said.
India hiked the duty on wheat
imports from 30 per cent to 40
per cent in April 2019, and it has
remained at thatlevel since then.
The demand is significant as
wheat prices have increased
sharply in recent years. The
Consumer Price Index-based re-
tail inflation of wheat has risen
since February last year, reach-
ing 8.8 per cent in January 2025.
In his message, which was
read out at the event, Food
Secretary Sanjeev Chopra said
that the government has suffi-
cient stocks of wheat to meetits
own requirements and also for
necessary market interventions.
This year, the government
has offloaded 30 lakh metric
tonnes of wheat to processors or
millers through the Open
Market Sale Scheme-Domestic
(OMSS), he said.

Report suggests rethink on quota for Muslims, highlights ‘lost political relevance’

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

SUB-CATEGORISATION of the
OBC reservation category to in-
clude Muslims, bringing in Dalit
Muslims and Christians under
the Scheduled Caste (SC) quota,
and arevaluation of the existing
507% ceiling on reservation “on a
rational basis”.

These are among the key
suggestions of a report titled
“Rethinking Affirmative Action
for Muslims in Contemporary
India” that was released on
February 5 by the Centre for
Development Policy and Practice

(CDPP)in collaboration with the
US-India Policy Institute.
Written by Hilal Ahmed,
Associate Professor of the Centre
for the Study of Developing
Societies (CSDS); Mohd. Sanjeer
Alam, Associate Professor, CSDS;
and Nazima Parveen, Associate
Research  Fellow, Policy
Perspective Foundation, the re-
port examines affirmative action
for the Muslim community and
provides a roadmap ahead.
Ahmed told The Indian
Express that the report was a
“stock-taking exercise of the gov-
ernment’s existing policies and
programmes”. “We wanted to
sensitise the policy makers and

the political class to start talking
about affirmative action for
Muslims in contemporary times.
Thsissue has lost policy and po-
litical relevance in recent times,”
said Ahmed.

A key recommendation of
the report is to continue with re-
ligion-based quota under the
OBC category, asit exists in some
states, and formulate “rational”
and secular sub-categorisation
of OBC”. OBCs currently get 27%
quota. This is different across
states, with different groups
classified as OBCs.

The reportalso speaks of “sec-
ularisation of the Scheduled Caste
(SC) category" to include Dalit

Muslims and Sikhsinit,and in the
process expanding the category.

To strengthen its argument
forinclusion of minoritiesin the
SC quota, the report highlights
the demand for the same from
the Pasmanda Muslim commu-
nity. "Caste-based exploitationis
not exclusively related to
Hindus," the report says.

In a chapter titled “Action
Plan,” the report says the exist-
ing 50% ceiling on reservation —
as established by the Supreme
Courtin the 1992 Indra Sawhney
v. Union of India case — must be
“re-evaluated” to “accommo-
date new backward communi-
ties in the affirmative action
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framework”.

The report cites examples of
states such as Kerala, Karnataka,
and Andhra Pradesh, where
Muslims do get reservation under
the OBC category, and says that
"such classifications and sub-quo-
tas have stood judicial scrutiny”.

The report points out that
Muslims are "concentrated in the
lower rungs of occupations of the
society". While Muslims fare bet-
ter than SCs/STs, “they are way
behind” HFCs (Hindu Forward
Castes),” the report notes.

Going ahead, the report sug-
gests a framework of “space-
centric affirmative action”, fo-
cusing on the overall

development of identified spa-
tial units like districts, which are
socio-economically backward.
This framework, the report says,
will “highlight the convergence
of different programmes and
schemes at the grassroots level”.

The report also calls for ex-
amining occupations in which
Muslims work disproportion-
ately and create sector-specific
policies for them.

On education, the report says
that “Muslim households are
more likely than others to dis-
continue from study with ad-
vancing age”. It quotes the
Educational Participation Rate
(EPR) for Muslims (for the age

group 14-17 years) as per the
National Sample Surveys and
points out that it is less than the
overall average by 13 percentage
points and the lowest of all SRGs
(socio-religious groups).
“Despite the rising curve of
access to upper reaches of
schooling, the social pattern of
educational participation re-
mains the same as was observed
by the SCR (Sachar Committee
report) (2006) more than a
decade ago... Continuing partic-
ipation deficit among Muslims
in higher levels of schooling rel-
ative to other SRGs suggests that
they have benefited the least
from the educational expansion

process,” the report says.

It further says that “whatever
economic indicators” are consid-
ered, Muslims are worse “off as
compared to HFCs (Hindu
Forward Castes) as well as
HOBCs (HINDU OBCs)”".

The Sachar Commission,
constituted in March 2005 by
former Prime  Minister
Manmohan Singh, had used
government data to evaluate the
socioeconomic and educational
status of Muslims in India. It had
concluded that Muslims must be
treated as a marginalised com-
munity as they “fare badly across
the indicators of educational
participation and attainment”.
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A third of India will be obese by 2050: Lancet SC: Time to consider right

against disability-based
bias a fundamental right

Visually impaired persons cannot be denied opportunity
to join judicial services, court tells Madhya Pradesh govt

ANONNADUTT

& ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

NEW DELHI, PUNE, MARCH 3

The obesity epidemic just got
bigger with arecently published
Lancet study predicting that 21.8
crore men and 23.1 crore
women in India will be over-
weight or obese — totalling up to
449 crore or nearly a third of the
country’s projected population
— by 2050. Globally, more than
half of all adults and a third of
children and adolescents will be-
come overweight or obese by
2050, the study says.
Worryingly, prevalence of
obesity will shoot upamong older
adolescents — or those between
the ages of 15 and 24. Among the
young men, the prevalence of
overweight or obesity increased
from 0.4 crore in 1990, to 1.68
crore in 2021, and is projected to
increase to 2.27 crores by 2050.
Among young women, this num-
ber has increased from 0.33 crore

in 1990, 1.3 crore in 2021, and is
projected to go up to 1.69 crore in
2050. India topped the chart in
this category in terms of absolute
numbers in 2021, surpassing
China and the United States who
were ahead in 1990.

Why numbers matter

This projected increase is
concerning considering that half
of the world’s obese and over-
weight adults lived in eight
countries, including India, in
2021. The study says that in-
creasing prevalence of obesity in
low and middle income coun-
tries — combined with persist-
ent childhood malnutrition and
pervasive infectious diseases —
can cripple healthcare systems
withanadded burden of disease.
The study goes on to say that
childhood undernutrition also
triggers adaptations such as ac-
cumulation of energy in fat tis-
sues leading to obesity in adult-
hood. This increases the risk of
early onset of a host of lifestyle
disorders such as Type 2 dia-

Lord Jagannath tattoo on
foreign woman’s thigh
sparks row in Odisha;
artist, shop owner held

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, MARCH 3

A TATTOO artist and the owner
of the parlour were arrested
Monday after a viral photo of a
Lord Jagannath on the thigh of a
foreign woman sparked outrage.

Based on the complaint of
Jagannath devotees at the Sahid
Nagar police station,a complaint
was filed under Section 299 of
BNS. The accused have been
identified as Rockey Ranjan Bisoi
and tattoo artist Aswini Kumar
Pradhan, said police sources.

During the course of investi-
gation, Rocky confessed that one
of his artists, identified as Ashwini
Kumar Pradhan, inked the tattoo
on the thigh of the woman at her
request, a police officer said.

The photo of the tattoo, which

the foreigner had inked at a par-
lour in Bhubaneswar, went viral
on social media, triggering
protests by workers of Hindu out-
fitsand Jagannath devotees. Police
sources said the woman works for
anon-governmental organisation
and an Italy national though they
are verifying the details.
Following outrage, the
woman and owner of tattoo par-
lour apologised on social media.
In a video message, the woman
said, “I didn’t want to be disre-
spectful. 'matrue devotee of Lord
Jagannath. I go to the temple
every day. I made a mistake and
for this,'mvery sorry.l justasked
the artist toink the tattoo ina hid-
den place. I didn’t want to create
any situation. I'm very sorry for
this. As soon as the tattoo area
heals, I will have it removed.
Forgive me for my mistake.”

betes, cardiovascular diseases
and certain cancers.

The flip-side is the increasing
obesity among children as well.
The prevalence of obesity and
overweight among boys in India
increased from 0.46 crore in
1990, to 1.3 crore in 2021, and is
projected toincrease to 1.6 crore
in 2050. Among girls, it has in-
creased from 0.45 crore in 1990,
to 1.24 crore in 2021, and pro-
jected to increase to 1.44 core in
2050, according to the study.

Why is obesity
increasing?

One of the key reasons driv-
ing the obesity epidemic is the
increase in consumption of
processed foods high in salt,
sugar and fat. “Multinational
food and beverage corporations
and fast-food chains are shifting
their investments from high in-
come countries to low and mid-
dle income countries, where
population growth, improve-
ment in per-capita income and
weaker regulations have created
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favourable markets for expan-
sion. Between 2009 and 2019,
the largest annual growth in ul-
tra-processed food and beverage
sales per capita was observed in
Cameroon, India, and Vietnam,”
the study said.

Dr Aparna Govil Bhasker,
who leads the scientific commit-
tee for Obesity and Metabolic
Surgery Society of India, says:
“Increasing urbanisation hasled
to reduced physical activity,
longer commute times, and
desk-bound jobs.A shift towards
calorie-dense, processed foods
high in refined carbohydrates,
trans fats, and sugars has signif-
icantly contributed to weight
gain. — Rising work-related
stress, poor sleep, and mental
health disorders have been
linked to obesity.”

What needs to be
done?

The study says that current
policies are unlikely to halt the

tide of the obesity epidemic be-
cause only 40 per cent of the

countries had an operational
policy, strategy or action plan to
address it. This policy coverage
was reduced to just 10 per cent
inlow and middle income coun-
tries, according to the study. The
study also added that most in-
terventions to address obesity
had been studied in high-in-
come settings and there is aneed
for evidence on effective obesity
interventions from low-income
settings as well.

“Obesity must be officially
recognized as a major non-com-
municable disease (NCD)and its
prevention and management
should be integrated into India’s
public health policies. Acompre-
hensive National Obesity
Programme should include
awareness campaigns, school-
based interventions, workplace
wellness programmes, access to
treatment, taxation on un-
healthy foods and so on.
Establishing a national registry
to track obesity trends, out-
comes, and interventions is im-
portant,” says Dr Bhasker.
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KuUupPpwARA GETS SNOWFALL

People walk on a snow-covered road at Tarathpora Market in Kupwara on Monday. ANI

JAMMU & KASHMIR ASSEMBLY SESSION

‘Recognise its emotional, political
significance’: J&K L-G reiterates
commitment to restore statchood

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, MARCH 3

REITERATING HIS government’s
commitment to “restoring full
statehood” for Jammu and
Kashmir, its Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha said Monday that his gov-
ernment would address the “le-
gitimate desire” of the people in
the UT. The Lt Governor, who ad-
dressed the J&K Legislative
Assembly at the start of its nearly
two-month long Budget Session,
said: “My government recognises
the emotional and political signif-
icance of statehood for the peo-
ple and is actively engaging with
all stakeholders to facilitate this
process inamanner that ensures
peace, stability and progress”.
His remarks came amid
heightened political activity in
the UT, with opposition parties
gearing up to challenge the gov-

ernment on contentious issues
such as the now-abrogated
Article 370 and special status to
J&K, and the termination of sev-
eral government employees on
the grounds of national security,
among other things.

Referring to the significance of
the current budget session - the
first by an elected government in
Jammu and Kashmir in the last
seven years -- the L-G called it “a
symbol of people’s power”.

“This Budget is not merely a
financial document; it is a testa-
ment to the aspirations of the
masses, reflecting their hopes for
a better future,” he said.

The L-G also referred to the
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
for the first time, saying he was
personally chairing meetings for
all the 20 districts, and engaging
directly with the elected repre-
sentatives to understand their
aspirations, regional needs and

development priorities in the
formulation of the Budget.

“The voices of the people are
again shaping the allocation of
resources and prioritisation of
development goals,” he said.

The government, he said, was
also committed to the “dignified
rehabilitation of Kashmiri mi-
grants back into the Valley by en-
suring a safe and secure environ-
ment”.

There were no interruptions
from the Opposition benches in
the Central Hall, where MLAs
from the Bharatiya Janata Party
and Peoples Democratic Party
sat listening to the address.

However, Khursheed Ahmed
Sheikh, the Awami Ittehad Party
MLA from Langate and brother
of Engineer Rashid — the sitting
MP from Rajouri-Anantnag par-
liamentary constituency —
staged walk out in the beginning
of the address.

Article 370: Omar rules
out another resolution

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, MARCH 3

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Monday said there was no need
to bring another resolution on
Article 370 as the one passed by
the Assembly during its first sit-
ting last year had not been re-
jected by the Central Government.

“What we have to do was
done in the first (Assembly) ses-
sion (on November 6,2024). The
resolutionis still holding after be-
ing passed by the House. The PDP
and others helped us in passing
the resolution and it is still hold-
ing is a big thing,” Abdullah told
reporters outside the Assembly
here when asked about some
members planning to bring ares-
olution condemning the abroga-
tion of Article 370 in August 2019.

He said some people thought
that any resolution on J&K’s spe-
cial status would “outrightly get
rejected by the Central
Government”, but “the fact of the

Pune bus rape: Victim seeks ‘restraining order’
from court against ‘character assassination’

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
& SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, MARCH 3

THE 26-YEAR-OLD woman, who
was raped inside an empty bus
at the Swargate depot in Pune,
on Monday filed an application
before a court, seeking a “re-
straining order” against “state-
ments uttered in public and on
social media”, leading to her
“character assassination”.
Advocate Asim Sarode filed
the application on behalf of the
victim before the court of judicial
magistrate (first class) TS Gaygole.
The same court had re-
manded Dattatraya Ramdas
Gade (37), the accused in the
case, in police custody till March
12. During the arguments over
police custody of the accused on
February 28, the defence lawyers
submitted before the court that
the accused did not rape the vic-
tim and that “they had a consen-
sual physical relation”.
Meanwhile, speaking to media-

persons, some family members
of the accused also claimed that
it was “a case of consensual sex”.

The victim filed an applica-
tion through lawyer Sarode seek-
ing a restraining order from the
court against such statements.

In the application, Sarode
stated that such statements “are
causing a serious blow on the
mind of the victim. Hence, it is
important in the interest of the
victim that such an order may
kindly be passed in her favour
and her interest”.

Sarode said the court will
hear the matter on March 4 and
then decide on the application.
He said, “In another application,
[ have mentioned that freedom
of press is important and media
persons have to report whatever
happens in the court. But some
people are spreading false news.
Character assassination of the
victimis being done and so sheis
seeking justice.”

Meanwhile, the probe into
the case was handed over to the
crime branch of Pune city police

on Monday. A senior police offi-
cer overseeing the case said that
the statement of the victim was
recorded before a court in Pune
on Monday, as per Section 183 of
the Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS). The officer
added, “All necessary procedures
related to forensic evidence have
been completed, including DNA
sampling of the accused.”
According to the police, the
victim was allegedly raped twice
by the accused in the govern-
ment-operated ‘Shivshahi’ bus
stationed at the Swargate depot
in Pune in the early hours of
February 25. Police told the court
that the victim was waiting at
the bus depot to catch a bus to
her hometown in Satara district
around 5.30 amon the day of the
incident. Police said the accused,
who was loitering at the bus de-
pot, allegedly approached the
victim and asked “Tai, kuthe
challis tu? (Sister, where are you
headed?)” As she replied, Gade
allegedly told her that the bus for
her hometown was parked at

another location at the depot.

Police said Gade kept calling
her “Tai (sister)”, due to which she
trusted him, but he allegedly mis-
led her and made her come along
with him to the Shivshahi bus
(Swargate to Solapur route)in the
depot. There were no lights and
no passengers in the bus, so she
felt suspicious and told the ac-
cused, “Dada, malabaherjaudya,
mala ghari jayche ahe (Brother, let
me go out of the bus, I have to go
home)”. But the accused allegedly
raped her twice in the bus. As the
bus was air-conditioned, its win-
dows are permanently closed, the
police said.

After theincident, the accused
fled the spot. The victim later
boarded another bus for her
hometown. She then came to the
Swargate police station and
lodged an FIR against the ac-
cused under BNS sections 64,
351 (2). Police identified Gade
from clues obtained from video
footage of CCTV cameras inside
the Swargate bus depot and
other locations.
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matter is that it is still holding
and so there is no need to talk
further on this”. “We bought a
resolution and the House passed
it with majority... The National
Conference will not repeat what
it has already done,” he said.

The CM said all legislators
need to work together to help the
government fulfil its priorities for
public welfare. He also ruled out
alliance with BJPand said thereis
no scope for such a thing. “We
both have differentideologiesand
thereis also adifference of heaven
and earthinour approach withre-
gard to J&K,” he said.

The CM'’s remarks came amid
his criticism by PDP’s Mehbooba
Mufti, who accused him of acting
asthe “Bteam of the BJP and back-
tracking over the issue of J&K’s
special status and statehood”.

WITHAGENCIES INPUTS

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
said the time has come to consider
the right against disability-based
discrimination a fundamental
right, asit ruled that “visually im-
paired candidates are eligible to
participate in selection for the
posts under the judicial service”.
“It is high time that we view
the right against disability-based
discrimination, as recognised in
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016, of
the same stature as a fundamen-
tal right, thereby ensuring that no
candidate is denied consideration
solely on account of their disabil-
ity,” a bench of Justices ] B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan said.
The court was deciding a
clutch of petitions dealing with
certain provisions of the Madhya
Pradesh Judicial Service
Examination (Recruitment and
Conditions of Service) Rules,
1994, and seeking amendments
to the Rajasthan Judicial Service
Rules, 2010 to bring them in ac-
cordance with the RPwD Act.
The judgment “directed the
respective authorities... to pro-
ceed with the selection process
for appointment of the judicial
officers in the light of this deci-
sion and complete the same as
expeditiously as possible, prefer-
ably, within a period of three

months from today.”

Writing for the bench, Justice
Mahadevan cited the cases of
“exemplary achievements of dis-
tinguished individuals in the le-
gal profession, who have demon-
strated that visual impairment is
no barrier to attaining profes-
sional excellence, competing on
equal footing and making signif-
icant contributions to the justice
delivery system alongside their
able-bodied counterparts”.

The court said, “The overall
analysis would demonstrate that
arights-based approach necessi-
tates that PwDs must not face any
discrimination in their pursuit of
judicial service opportunities,and
instead, there must be affirmative
action on behalf of the State to
provide aninclusive framework.”

“The principle of reasonable
accommodation, as enshrined in
international conventions, es-
tablished jurisprudence, and the
RPwD Act, 2016, mandate that
accommodations be provided to
PwDs as a prerequisite to assess-
ing their eligibility,” the bench
said, adding that “any indirect
discrimination that resultsin the
exclusion of PwDs...” The bench
said the amendment made in
Rule 6A of the MP Rules 1994 “falls
foul of the Constitution, and is
hence struck down to the extent
that it does not include visually
impaired persons who are educa-
tionally qualified for the post to
apply therefor”.

34-yr-old Kerala man
kills wife, neighbour
suspecting affair, held

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MARCH 3

AKERALA youth hacked his wife
and their next-door neighbour to
death after suspecting them of
having an affair, police said. The
incident took place at Padam vil-
lage at Kalanjoor panchayat un-
der Koodal police limits in central
Kerala’s Pathanamthitta district.
According to police, the sus-
pect, Baiju, 34, killed his wife
Vaishna, 30, and their neighbour
Vishnu, 30, Sunday midnight. The
couple’s children — a nine-year-
old daughter and five-year-old
son —were asleep athome when
the incident occurred. Baiju al-
legedly waited at the crime scene
until a police team arrived.
Koodal Station House Officer
R Ranjith said the suspect was
arrested and remanded in judi-
cial custody. “He suspected an af-
fair. We are checking if they were
merely suspicions or if there’s
some truthinit. There was alsoa
dispute between the couple over
a WhatsApp message that
Vaishna had allegedly sent to
Vishnu. We are verifying the de-
tails as part of the probe,” he said.
Vishnu was staying with his
mother Sathi at the rented prem-
ises. The mother allegedly told the
police that Vishnu had gone to
bed at 8 pm, and that she awoke

at around midnight on hearing
him cry. When she headed to the
sit-out of the house, where she
saw Vishnu lying in a pool of
blood and the body of Vaishna
nearby. Baiju allegedly threatened
to attack Sathi too.

Police said the couple would
quarrel frequently over Baiju’s
suspicions. After a similar argu-
ment Sunday, Vaishna, fearing
that Baiju would get violent, al-
legedly sought refuge at Vishnu’s
house fearing attack.

According to local panchayat
member Shoba Devarajan, Baiju
and Vishnu were friends and
worked in the timber industry;,
where they cut and loaded wood.

“Aday before the murder, they
were together at work. We have
not heard anything about an affair
between the murdered persons,”
she said, “What we learned is that
Baiju was provoked over a mes-
sage landed in his wife’s mobile
phone. He rushed out to the house
of Vishnu with a sickle. Vaishnavi
went after him, pleading that he
shouldn't make a scene. However,
Baiju had aheated argumentwith
Vishnu, before hacking him, and
later Vaishnavi, to death. Vishnu'’s
mother was sleeping in another
room in the house.”

Baiju had a dispute with wife
Vaishnavi over a debt of 31.25
lakh which she had availed from
Kudumbashree mission, the
panchayat member said.

The SC also struck down the
proviso to Rule 7 of the MP Rules
“relating to additional require-
ments” inits application to differ-
ently abled persons who have the
requisite educational qualifica-
tions for applying to the posts un-
derjudicial service, saying it “vio-
lates the equality doctrine and the
principle of reasonable accommo-
dation...” The provison prescribed
an additional requirement of ei-
ther a three-year practice period
oranaggregate score of 70%in the
first attempt.

The court, however, added
that relaxation can be done in as-
sessing the suitability of candi-
dates when enough PwDs are
not available after selection in
their respective categories.

The SCsaid, “The said rule will
be applicable to the PwD candi-
dates insofar as it prescribes the
educational and other qualifica-
tions as eligibility criteria, includ-
ing the minimum aggregate score
of 70% (with relaxation as may be
determined like in the case of
SC/ST candidates), but without
the requirement of either that it
should be in the first attempt or
that they should have three years’
practice.”

The ruling also allowed the
prayer that a separate cut-off
should be maintained and selec-
tion made accordingly for visu-
ally impaired candidates.
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‘T Baba’, who
shot to fame at
Maha Kumbh,

held with ganja

S S8 Acase

under the
NDPS Act
filed, said

police. P11

Jaipur: Abhay Singh, 35, popularly

known as ‘lITian Baba’, was ar-
rested Monday for possessing
ganja, Jaipur police said.

Digant Anand, DCP, Jaipur
City (South), said that Shipra
Path police received information
thata personidentified as Abhay
Singh was trying to commit sui-
cide in hotel Park Classic. SHO
Rajendra Godara and his team
reached the spot and found Singh,
a resident of Jhajjar in Haryana,
present at the said hotel.

“When he was asked about
the information given to the PCR,
the person took out a packet of
ganja and said: ‘I had consumed
ganjaand if have given any infor-
mation under influence of ganja,
thenIdon’'t know’,” the DCP said.

Subsequently, a packet of
ganja weighing 1.5 grams was
found in Singh’s possession and
it was seized on the spot under
the NDPS Act. Police officials said
since the quantity of ganja found
was low, he was released on bail
after presenting his surety.

“However, a case is being reg-
istered against Abhay Singh un-
der the NDPS Act and investiga-
tionis being carried out,” a police
official said. ENS

Two days after Congress worker’s body
found in suitcase, man arrested from Delhi

Haryana police say the victim, Himani Narwal, knew the suspect

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 3

A SPECIAL investigation team
(SIT) of the Haryana Police
Monday arrested a man from
New Delhi for allegedly stran-
gling Congress worker Himani
Narwal with the cord of cell-
phone charger after a fight at her
home in Rohtak, stuffing her
body in a suitcase, and later
dumping it on a highway. Police
said Himani, 30, had beeninare-
lationship with Sachin, who hails
from Jhajjar district, where he
runs a mobile phone shop.
Speaking to reporters in
Rohtak, Additional DGP K K Rao
said immediately after the body
was found and identified, eight
police teams, including an SIT,
were formed to conduct swiftin-
vestigation and trace out the ac-
cused. “Himani used to stay
alone at her residence in Vijay

Express

CCTV footage shows the
suspect carrying Himani
Narwal’s body in a suitcase.

Nagar. The accused used to fre-
quently visit her and also stay
there. On February 27, he stayed
with Himani at her residence. On
February 28, he had a heated al-
tercation with her over some
monetary dispute after which he
tied her hands with her stole and
then used a mobile charger cord
to strangulate her,” Rao said.

He said, during scuffle,
Sachin also sustained a few

scratches on his hands. Rao said
that after strangling Himani,
Sachin took her jewellery, laptop,
ring and rode his scooter to
Kanaunda village in Jhajjar to
hide items in his shop there.
“Hereturned at 10 pm.The ac-
cused used Himani's suitcase to
stuff the body into it along with a
blood-stained quilt cover. He
hired an autorickshaw and trav-
elled a few kilometres on Rohtak
bypass. He then gotintoabusand
then reached near the Sampla bus
stand, where he dumped the suit-
case containing Himani’s body by
the roadside,” the officer said,
adding “So far, it appears that he
committed the crime alone”.
Sachinis married and has two
children. He has no political con-
nection, Rao said, adding he was
produced before a courtin Rohtak
and was sent to a three-day police
remand. "There was a monetary
issue between the two, but it
needs to be verified what it was

all about. The accused has said
there was a fight between the two,
and during an exchange of words,
he strangled her," the ADGP said.
“There is also no information, as
of now, if there was pressure from
either side to get married as the
accusedisalready married... but
they were friends,” he added.

H e said Sachin was held in
Delhi based onintelligence inputs.
Himani, a student of Rohtak’s
Vaish College of Law, had been
missing before her body was
found on March 1. She had walked
with Rahul Gandhi during his
Bharat Jodo Yatra’s Haryana leg.

Himani's last rites were per-
formed Monday evening. Earlier,
Himani's family had refused to
cremate her body until the culprit
was arrested, with her mother,
Savita, demanding capital pun-
ishment for the guilty. "I want
capital punishment for the killers
of my daughter,” Savita said
Monday.
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INVOLVES US ALL

IN FULL PUBLIC GLARE

Oval Office showdown shrinks space for all players at global
high table. Each one will have to figure out their way forward

NE OF THE key tenets of diplomacy is that differences between countries
and leaders should be dealt with in private and agreements signed in pub-
lic. This is necessary to ensure and protect room for manoeuvre for all play-
ers. On Friday, at the Oval Office in the White House, however, the oppo-
site was on display: The differences — political, geopolitical, personal — between US
President Donald Trump and Vice President ] D Vance, on one side and Ukraine's embat-
tled leader, Volodymyr Zelenskyy on the other, were aired in full global view. The agree-
ment on providing the US access to rare earth minerals is now on the back burner. The
meeting, which saw Vance and Trump attack the Ukrainian president for “not saying
thank you” and all but bullied for “not having the cards”, is important for its implications
for the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, and broader European security. Itis also an
illustration of a more fundamental disruption, in the Trump era, of diplomacy-as-usual.

The speed with which Trump has upended Washington's positions on Ukraine and di-
minished the transatlantic alliance has left many stunned. Clearly, the US's external ori-
entation is now visibly informed by Trump's domestic political compulsions. The attack
on Zelenskyy reiterated issues that have become part and parcel of the Trump-Vance
camp's appeal to the MAGA base: That the American taxpayer is subsidising Ukraine's
war and Europe's security. In this anti-interventionist pitch, Zelenskyy has been painted
as a prime antagonist. It also appears that Trump is willing, if not quite ready, to pull the
plug on US support in the continent. This rapid unsettling of the transatlantic alliance, in
place since World War I, has placed Europe in a profound crisis. Soon after Zelenskyy left
the US, a summit-level meeting of European leaders was held in London, in which UK
PM Keir Starmer and French President Emmanuel Macron spoke of an alternative peace
plan for Ukraine, which they will present to Washington. Another “special summit” for
“Ukraine and European defence” is to be held in Brussels on March 6. Two things are clear
from the reactions in Europe since the Trump-Zelenskyy meeting fiasco. First, Europe
must be ready to do more of the heavy lifting with Washington threatening to withdraw
from its role as a security provider. Second, for all the voices in support of Ukraine and
Zelenskyy, Europe realises that it still needs the US for any peace plan to succeed.

The public attack on Zelenskyy and its aftermath is an indication that international re-
lations are going through a churn in both form and substance. Given that the US contin-
ues to be the pre-eminent economic and military power, leaders and diplomats must
now learn to deal with the volatility and politicisation of inter-state ties. In Europe, the task
appears to be one of developing a new architecture for how it approaches the world and
its place in it — the US may no longer be “everywhere” on the global stage to back it up.
It must find ways to engage with Russia on its terms and more broadly, make its agree-
ments with other powers even as it tries to keep the channel open across the Atlantic.

THE DIMINISHING

Mayawati’s expulsion of nephew Akash Anand draws attention
to a once powerful force struggling to remain relevant

AHUJAN SAMA] PARTY (BSP) leader Mayawati’s decision to expel her nephew

Akash Anand — a day after she removed him from the position of national co-

ordinator for the second time in 10 months — draws attention to a beleaguered

party. The BSP's continuing internal disarray, combined with its unchecked
electoral decline, has dulled the lustre of a party that once held out a radical promise of rep-
resentation and empowerment of the most marginalised. Its failure is writ large in times
when the question of “social justice”, riding on renewed demands for a caste census, has
resurfaced. Mayawati's party has neither been able to frame a fresh narrative of inclusive pol-
itics — as it once did through its social engineering experiments, be it the bhaichara samme-
lans or the shift from bahujan to sarvajan in its slogans and rhetoric — nor has it been able
to adequately step up to the challenges of an intensifying political competition, or adapt to
the needs of politics in the social media age.

The BSP had marked many firsts in Indian politics. Kanshi Ram’s emergence as a Dalit
iconin the 1980s,amid the dominance of the Dalit Panthers in the discourse, argued for the
importance of strategic alliances. The rise of a Dalit woman as chief minister of India’s most
politically influential state, the renaming of institutions to commemorate Dalit icons, the in-
stallation of statues of Ambedkar in public parks — all these were not only strategies to mo-
bilise the Dalits, but also helped open up public spaces and acknowledged the exclusions that
had long been inscribed and routinised in them. Mayawati’s outreach to upper castes took
it to its zenith in the 2007 assembly elections, when it received a 30.46 per cent vote share
inUttar Pradesh. The party’s fall to 12.9 per cent in the 2022 assembly election and 9.39 per
cent in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections calls for urgent introspection.

The BSP has been challenged by the BJP’s purposeful and organised outreach to non-
Jatav and Jatav Dalits, Chandrashekhar Azad Ravan’s energetic claims on Kanshi Ram’s
legacy, and SP’s politics of pichda, Dalit and alpasankhyak (PDA). But it has been debilitated,
more, by its own weaknesses and hesitations. The party’s inability to put together larger
coalitions, for instance, a strategy that delivered for it in the past, has taken a toll. Kanshi
Ram's politics showed a recognition of why Ambedkar called political power the gurukilli
or master key. But that could only be achieved by an agile politics, and the framing of new
electoral strategies, that, for now, seem to have gone missing from the BSP's repertoire.

SEEN AND HEARD

Best Documentary Oscar for ‘No Other Land’, about
dispossession of a Palestinian community, offers hope

F THE CRACKS in Hollywood'’s enduring self-image as a progressive bastion have

widened inrecent years -- who can forget the #TimesUp and #0scarsSoWhite cam-

paigns that exposed the industry’s rampant sexism and racism? — this year’s

Academy Awards offered a moment of redemption. For the Israeli-Palestinian col-
lective that won the Best Documentary trophy for No Other Land — about the dispossession
of a West Bank community by the Israeli military — the Oscar stage offered a space that has
been shrinking across the western world.

“Hollywood’s biggest night”, as the event is billed, has never been shy of politics, with the
richest and most glamorous residents of Los Angeles often using the platform to “speak
truth to power”. Yet, a question mark hangs over the actual impact of these interventions,
and if critics have accused the Oscars of hijacking issues so that it can pat itself on the back,
they have had good reason to do so. Marlon Brando, for example, refused his 1973 trophy
for Best Actor to protest against the treatment of Native Americans in the industry, but it
took another 46 years for an actor with Native American ancestry (Wes Studiin 2019) to be
honoured on the Oscar stage.

Yet, the Oscar for No Other Land — a film that distributors in Hollywood were unwilling
to back — matters, as do the words spoken on stage by Israeli journalist Yuval Abraham and
Palestinian activist Basel Adra, two of the people behind the documentary. “We created this
filmtogether... because together our voices are stronger,” Abraham said, while Adra hoped
his daughter won’t have to live like him, “always fearing settlers, violence, home demolitions
and forcible displacements”. Adra and Abraham live a reality that is increasingly being made
invisible by Hollywood itself. That they could speak, and be heard, on one of the most promi-
nent stages in the world, therefore, offers hope in a time of growing polarisation.
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WOoORDLY WISE
DIPLOMACY, N. IS THE ART OF LETTING SOMEBODY
ELSE HAVE YOUR WAY. — DaAvID FROST

At a global crossroads

Can Europe find the path that ensures Ukraine’s
security, and its own, and bear the costs?

SUMIT GANGULY

WHEN PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR Zelenskyy
of Ukraine met with US President Donald
Trump and Vice President ] D Vance in the
Oval Office on February 28, a curious feature
was that this meeting was held under the
full glare of the press, replete with cameras.
The conversation between Trump, Vance
and Zelenskyy started out amicably enough
with Trump welcoming him to the White
House. However, when a reporter from the
press pool asked Vance a question, matters
quickly unravelled.

Vance proceeded to disparage the Biden
administration’s policies toward Ukraine and
then suggested that Trump was offering a
diplomatic pathway to end the war. When
Zelenskyy intervened, questioning Trump’s
diplomaticefforts,asis now well known, mat-
ters quickly became heated, soon degenerating
into a three-way exchange of harsh words. A
lunch that had been planned for the Ukrainian
presidential delegation was left untouched as
Zelenskyy left the White House upset and, no
doubt, shocked and dismayed.

In its wake, the vast majority of
Republican politicians have supported the
Trump administration and seemed noncha-
lant about the obvious diplomatic con-
tretemps. Most, in fact, chose to criticise
Zelenskyy. A rare exception was Senator
James Lankford of Oklahoma who sharply
criticised Russian President Vladimir Putin
on a national television show on Sunday.
Nevertheless, he found occasion to support
Trump’s efforts to start a dialogue with
Moscow to end the war.

If anyone following this administration’s
approach to the brutal war in Ukraine had
any lingering doubts about its stance, the
Trump-Vance meeting with Zelenskyy
should have effectively ended them. For
Trump, forging a working relationship with
Putin is far more important than standing by
an ally in dire need of American diplomatic
and military support.

The reasons for Trump’s willingness to

If pursuing these goals
requires breaking with
European allies and
abandoning Ukraine, it is
evident that the current
administration has few, if
any qualms, in pursuing this
strategy. If the likes of
President Emmanuel
Macron of France and Prime
Minister Keir Starmer of the
United Kingdom had
entertained hopes that they
could charm and flatter
Trump to restrain, if not
dispense with, his worst
instincts, the recent meeting
with Zelenskyy has put paid
to such pipe dreams.

reach a rapprochement with Putin do not
need one to resort to any squalid conspiracy
theories. Instead, at least three key factors can
be easily adduced. First, Trump hasa clear pen-
chant for authoritarian leaders ranging from
Putinin Russia to Viktor Orbanin Hungary.He
had, during his first term in office, expressed
an admiration for Xi Jinping even as he had
been at odds with the People’s Republic of
China on a host of issues. Second, though un-
stated, it is not difficult to infer that he sees
Putin as a fellow Christian, White nationalist
compatriot. Third, at a very different level, that
of geopolitics, Trump and some of his key for-
eign policy advisers believe that reaching an
understanding with Russia might enable
Washington to help undermine the growing
closeness between Moscow and Beijing.

If pursuing these goals requires breaking
with European allies and abandoning Ukraine,
it is evident that the current administration
has few, if any qualms, in pursuing this strat-
egy. If the likes of President Emmanuel
Macron of France and Prime Minister Keir
Starmer of the United Kingdom had enter-
tained hopes that they could charm and flat-
ter Trump to restrain, if not dispense with, his
worst instincts, the recent meeting with
Zelenskyy has put paid to such pipe dreams.

In the wake of this very public diplomatic
meltdown, what ramifications ensue both
for Europe and Ukraine? It is already more
than evident that with predictable excep-
tions, the major European countries are now
rallying around Zelenskyy. Giorgia Meloni,
the right-wing prime minister of Italy, to no
particular surprise, has urged Zelenskyy to
go back and try to repair relations with
Trump. However, from Starmer to Macron,
and beyond, there has been a clear expres-
sion of solidarity with Ukraine. Olaf Scholz,
the outgoing German Chancellor, at a con-
ference on the security of Ukraine in London,
reiterated his country’s support for Ukraine’s
sovereignty and made clear that the war
could not end on Russia’s terms.

After the end of World War I, despite occa-
sional vicissitudes stemming mostly from pol-
icy differences, the transatlantic alliance had
endured. It had even weathered some serious
crises; most notably, when France and the
United Kingdom had embarked upon the ill-
conceived and ill-fated invasion of the Suez in
1956. Inits wake, Sir Anthony Eden, the British
prime minister, felt compelled to resign using
the subterfuge of ill health. However, after the
crisis had ended, the transatlantic relationship,
including the “special relationship” with the
United Kingdom, moved on. More recently, sev-
eral European countries, most significantly,
Germany, had been at odds with the George W
Bush administration’s decision to invade Iraq.
Yet again, aftera period of frostiness, the ties be-
tween Europe and the United States were not
only restored but strengthened.

In the wake of Trump’s unwillingness to
protect Ukraine, his feckless readiness to erect
aswath of trade barriers in the form of tariffs
on European goods while constantly chiding
European allies for not sharing what he
deems to be their fair share of the defence
burden, most of Europe is now concluding
that America, at least under Trump, simply
cannot be seen as a trustworthy and reliable
ally and partner. The strategic transformation
that is under way is nothing short of the po-
litical equivalent of a tectonic shift. Starmer,
when unveiling a four-step plan for Ukraine
at a conference in London, did not exagger-
ate the gravity of the situation when he
said,“We are at a crossroads in history.”
Whether most of democratic Europe can take
the fork in the road that, despite the costs that
it will have to bear, guarantees the security of
Ukraine and the continent, remains the key
question that will be addressed in the next
few weeks and months.

The writer is a senior fellow and the
director of the Huntington Programme on
Strengthening US-India Relations at the
Hoover Institution, Stanford University

SHALINI LANGER

SMALL FILM, BIG CINEMA

‘Anora’s’ Oscars triumph is a win for indie films that touch without trying too hard

THE ACADEMY OF Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences, a club notoriously made of old,
White male voters, rarely picks films that
delight, over a grand narrative, when it
comes to Best Picture.

So serious are the Oscars about them-
selves thatit’s only four times that a film has
taken home both the Cannes festival’s best
honour — known to go to more edgy, exper-
imental and foreign cinema — and the
Academy’s. The last one was Parasite in 2019;
before that it happened in 1955. On Monday,
Anora joined the list.

Even in that august company, Anorais an
exception, with explicit content that usually
leaves the Academy cold and its unusually
humanising depiction of the group of
Russians whose paths cross with the titular
character — Hollywood has rarely accorded
them such warmth in a mainstream film.

As Anora proceeds — a trot at 2 hours and
19 minutes compared to some of its more
“serious” and heavy-on-their-feet con-
tenders — none of them sticks to form.

Anora or Ani, as she prefers to be called, is
neither the sex worker with a heart of gold nor
one with a pot of bad luck. She is anti-
Cinderella and anti-Pretty Woman, a 23-year-
old who isn’t looking out for a fairy grand-
mother or a Prince Charming. The only crystal
on her is the shiny diamond ring that she de-
mands from Ivan, who turns out to be riding
— like all princes are —on his parents’ coattails.

Mikey Madison, just 25 and the Best
Actress winner, is phenomenal as the gutsy,
feisty, fearless Ani who confounds the Russian
prince’s Russian keepers, trying hopelessly to

On a night that ‘Anora’ took
tive Academy awards, Yuriy
Borisov — the watchful,
almost silent, completely
disposable henchman, who
is the only one who comes
remotely close to a heart of
gold in the film —lost out
on Best Supporting Actor.
As geopolitics goes,
notwithstanding President
Donald Trump’s full tilt at
the windmills, there is only
so far the Oscars could have
gone with Borisov; his
nomination was celebrated
back home in Russia

as a ‘victory’ of

Olympian magnitude.

keep her down or to keep Ivan up — literally.

Alarge part of the filmis shot in the New
York quarters inhabited by Russians, with
Ani herself partly Russian. It would be so
easy to paint them as the usual gruff, cruel,
bloodthirsty Russians — or lawless migrants
like the ones who run rampant through
Emilia Perez — who are apparently threat-
ening America’s cities.

However, in Sean Baker’s hilarious script,
they are as much powerless cogs in the wheel
as Ani. They are sent scurrying at the com-
mand of a Russian oligarch, who flies in and
out of America on a jet unhindered by any
sanctions, showing that money oils all wheels.

It's amidst the urgency to get a divorce -
another of the film’sironies - that the drama
and romance of Anora blossoms. As snowfall
engulfs a car in which the last scene unfolds,
this could be as much a dream that may end
atthe first ray of sun, or the start of a new day.

On a night that Anora took five Academy
awards, Yuriy Borisov — the watchful, al-
most silent, completely disposable hench-
man, who is the only one who comes re-
motely close to a heart of gold in the film —
lost out on Best Supporting Actor. As geopol-
itics goes, notwithstanding President
Donald Trump’s full tilt at the windmills,
there is only so far the Oscars could have
gone with Borisov; his nomination was cel-
ebrated back home in Russia as a “victory” of
Olympian magnitude.

For the most part though, Monday
proved that the Academy could rise above
constraints beyond art to recognise an indie
film made on a budget of $6 million (last
year’s Best Picture, Oppenheimer, ran up

$100 million) that touches without trying
too hard - for example, not going much into
the hard lives of sex workers, or the easy
lives of princelings, or the blowback of hard-
partying, drug-addled ways.

Of the nine other films in contention for
Best Picture, one dealt with a dirty Vatican
power play behind the selection of a Pope
(Conclave seemed “right”, given Pope
Francis’s ailment); another with the stark
cruelties of war and migrant life (The
Brutalist, more the Academy’s style); the
third adapted a popular Broadway play
(crowd favourite Wicked); the fourth was a
grand spectacle as well as a hardworking se-
quel (a made-to-overwhelm Dune 2); the
fifth was a polished biopic of Bob Dylan (A
Complete Unknown, with Timothee
Chalamet); the sixth brought a movie vet-
eran in from the cold (The Substance, seen as
Demi Moore’s redemption); the seventh put
a trans woman front and centre (Emilia
Perez, though it ran into difficulties of its
own); and eighth and nine films that had a
chance if the Academy were thus inclined
(I'm Still Here about Brazil’s forced disap-
pearances, and Nickel Boys about an abusive
reform school, based on a Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel).

In such larger schemes of things, Anora
matters little. But it invoked what Baker,
who made history winning four individual
Oscars — for Best Director, Screenplay,
Editing and Picture for Anora — harked toin
his speech: The magic of small films mak-
ing big cinema.

shalini.langer@expressindia.com
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REUNITED PARTY

THE TWO FEUDING groups of the Kerala
Congress — both constituents of the ruling
United Democratic Front — formally came
together to form a single party, marking an
end to 68 months of mutual bickering and
mud-slinging. P ] Joseph, Revenue Minister
and leader of the Joseph group, will be the
chairman of the united Kerala Congress and
KM Mani, Finance Minister and leader of the
Mani group, the leader of the parliamentary
party. With the inclusion of of P C Thomas,
who moved over from the Democratic Janata
Party, the united Kerala Congress will have
15 members in the state assembly. Both the
Mani and Joseph groups will have equal rep-
resentation in the party forums at all levels.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

INDIA BEAT AUSTRALIA

INDIA BUNDLED AUSTRALIA out of the
World Championship of Cricket on March
3, winning the final group ‘A’ match by eight
wickets. Australia lost the toss and, sent in
to bat, were 163 all out in 49.3 overs. India
reached 165 for twoin 36.1 overs to lead the
points table in group ‘A’ and go through to
the semi-finals, along with Pakistan, who
finished runners-up after victories over
Australia and England. Australia, disap-
pointingly for the host country, ended with
two points and England with nil. Ravi
Shastri, the Indian all-rounder, was named
man of the match after taking one wicket
for 34 from 10 overs and hitting a
valuable 51.

REPOLL IN UP, BIHAR

REPOLLING WILL BE held in 24 polling sta-
tions in Uttar Pradesh and 123 booths spread
over 16 districts in Bihar following booth cap-
turing and violence. While the Election
Commission secretary, V K Rao, made the
formal announcement with regard to the re-
polling in UP, the decision on fresh elections
in Bihar was made in Patna. One of the com-
mission secretaries, who is now camping in
Patna, is looking into the complaints of vio-
lence in the state. The death toll in the poll
violence in Bihar shot up to 29, according to
reports received from various parts of the
state. There have been a large number of
complaints of violence, snatching of ballot
papers or ballot boxes in both UP and Bihar.
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Mapping her work

More rural women are now self-employed.
The reasons for this shift are unclear

FARZANA AFRIDI

THE LATEST ROUNDS of the periodic labour
force surveys show that overall employ-
ment, particularly self-employment, among
rural women, has increased significantly
since 2017-18. Most of these women report
being helpers in a home-based enterprise.
This increase in women’s time allocated to
income generating work begs the question:
How and where are women saving time and
reallocating that saved time to work?

Women spend a majority of their daily
time cooking, as shown by the 2019 Time
Use Survey of India. A granular 24-hour
time use survey of almost 3,000 primary
cooks in households in rural Indore by my
co-authors and I finds that of the 60 hours
of time spent on domestic work by rural
women per week, the majority (more than
40 hours) is spent on cooking and cleaning
— almost four hours per day, on average,
which is equivalent to a part-time job.
Almost 75 per cent of these women use fire-
wood and cow dung for cooking, which not
only makes cooking and cleaning more
time-consuming, but also exposes these
women to cardiovascular and lung disease
due to indoor smoke inhalation.

Could the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) programme have increased the
home productivity of rural women and re-
duced the time they spend on cooking and
fuel collection? In the same survey, we asked
the primary cooks what fuel they used for
cooking the last meal along with estimating
the time taken to cook that entire meal for
the family. Comparing the average time
taken by the primary cook to prepare the last
meal for the family in households that do not
have LPG access (and therefore use solid fu-
els or the traditional chulha for cooking) ver-
sus those households that have LPG access,
we find that it takes approximately 30 min-
utes less time to prepare ameal if LPG is used
rather than solid fuels for cooking,.

Subsequently, when households with
and without LPG connections are matched
on similar characteristics (including in-
come), the time use data show lower time
spent on fuel collection and fuel making by
women in households with LPG access rel-
ative to those who do not have an LPG ac-
count in rural Indore. There is potentially a
large reduction in time spent in dung col-
lection of almost 70 minutes per week, al-
though the time savings in firewood collec-
tion are small (about 10 minutes per week).
Other domestic work falls by about 20 min-
utes per day. Hence the daily time saving is
at most 30 minutes for these women.

However, we find no increase in time
spent by these women on income-generat-
ing work (either work for pay or as helpers
in household enterprises or self-employ-
ment) in households with LPG access. But
almost all the daily time saved is reallocated
to leisure (about 20 minutes per day). While
LPG can indeed improve women’s welfare,
why do we not observe an increase in their
labour force participation?

First, it is worth noting that fuel collec-
tion is an activity undertaken once a week
or about four times a month by most rural
households. Hence, a shift to LPG does not
entail daily time-saving. Second, the 20-30
minutes of daily time-saving from cooking
is not sufficient for women to step out of the
home and take up a full-time job. Not sur-
prisingly, our analysis suggests that the time
saved is reallocated to leisure.

Most importantly, how do we value this
time that women are saving daily, of about 30
minutes approximately? In rural areas, paid
work available is primarily manual and low
skilled with low wages. The potential time
saving of about 30 minutes estimated is val-
ued at only about 5 per cent of rural monthly
household income, given the rural daily wage
for unskilled, manual labour (corresponding
to these women’s primary level of education
and lack of vocational or technical skills).
Access to manufacturing jobs or service-sec-
tor jobs, which give you higher returns and in-
crease the opportunity cost of women’s do-
mestic work, is almost absent in most rural
areas. Not only is the value of women's time
relatively low, there are very few opportunities
for flexible work for women in this context.
The average female employment rate in the
context is only 15 per cent and primarily in
agricultural self-employment. Hence, these
households do not have alarge enough incen-
tive to save women'’s time in cooking and fuel
collection by shifting to regular usage of LPG.

While households may have an LPG
connection, the usage of LPG continues to
be low in rural India. The PMUY programme
has undoubtedly been a huge success.
However, these households do not use LPG

How do we value this time
that women are saving daily,
of about 30 minutes
approximately? In rural areas,
paid work available is
primarily manual and low
skilled with low wages. The
potential time saving of about
30 minutes estimated is
valued at only about 5 per
cent of rural monthly
household income, given the
rural daily wage for unskilled,
manual labour
(corresponding to these
women’s primary level of
education and lack of
vocational or technical skills).
Access to manufacturing jobs
or service-sector jobs is
almost absent in

most rural areas.

CR Sasikumar

regularly for cooking. They engage in
mixed-fuel cooking, as a result of which the
usage of LPG cylinder refills is very low.
While the maximum usage by a four-mem-
ber household would be about 12 cylinders,
if the only fuel used by the household is LPG,
the data shows that the average annual us-
age is only about three LPG cylinder refills.

Clean cooking technology, either LPG or
induction, is unlikely to save large chunks of
time in one go to allow women to work full-
time and bring in a substantial amount of in-
come to the household. The disincentives for
adopting clean technology are heightened by
the fact that typically it is men who make de-
cisions about the purchase of LPG refills. Thus,
the low bargaining power of these women
further binds them to using dirty fuels.

The fact sheet on the 2024 Time Use
Survey shows a 1.5 percentage point in-
crease in overall employment and 24 more
minutes spent on employment activities by
women, relative to 2019. The reasons be-
hind the observed 20 percentage point in-
crease in women'’s self-employment be-
tween 2017-18 and 2023-24, therefore,
remains unresolved.

We await more granular, recent data on
women’s time use to better understand
how much of the rise in women’s work par-
ticipation is attributable to methodological
changes in the PLFS survey and how much
of it is a real, meaningful change in Indian
women'’s time allocation.

The writer is professor of Economics, ISI
Delhi, and head, Digital Platforms and
Women'’s Economic Empowerment
(DPWEE) Programme

What Hindi-baiters don’t get

How can divisive policies of the past threaten to become our future?

MRINAL PANDE

I AM BOTH sad and outraged by the dia-
tribes against Hindi by those who speak in
Indian English and shout against “Hindi im-
position”. They include many educated
Indians from the Hindi heartland. This is a
cop-out. The English used here, one can see,
has segued smoothly from being the lan-
guage of India’s former colonial masters to
being the code that identifies the UN-cer-
tified thought leaders in India, from science
to the arts, philosophy to warfare.

India before the 20th century was a
deeply multilingual nation. Each region had
alanguage, each language had its own tra-
dition of oral literature and area dialects
that fed into the pool. And then there was a
particularly fractious history of Hindi vs
Urdu. For long, Hindi, Hindvi or Hindustani
in spoken form had been the people’s lan-
guage in the area.

Controversy and bitterness first began to
be crystallised after the Bhakha Munshis ap-
pointed by the British carved out two lan-
guages from Hindustani. One was Hindi writ-
tenin Devanagari (or Nagari for short) script
borrowed from Sankrit. The other was Urdu,
in a slightly indigenised version of the
Persian script. Hindi and Urdu thereafter
were propagated through school books and
governmental correspondence as the lan-
guages of Hindus and Muslims, in that order.

The term bhasha that the anti-Hindi lob-
byists are using freely to underscore its
Hindu roots (backed perhaps unknowingly
by the venerable JLF) is baffling. Bhasha or

bhakha has always been the term for an in-
clusive mélange of dialects spoken in the
northern plains: Braj, Awadhi, Kauravi,
Maithili, Bhojpuri et al. Around the 13th
century, this prototype of Hindi had begun
trickling slowly down south, thanks to a
two-way movement that Ramanand intro-
duced the north to (“Bhakti Dravid upji laaye
Ramanand”). No one saw it as an “imposi-
tion” either in the north or the south.

Since then, there was a regular flow of
pilgrims and sadhus chanting and singing
the poems of the northern Bhakti poets.
Classical musicians singing the kritis (out-
put) of a hundred poets and vaggeyakaras,
the Deccani poets, gave it more muscle and
as Mumbai became the capital of visual en-
tertainment, this hybridised Hindi entered
Bollywood and TV. Like Elizabethan English
the Hindi-Urdu mix in films like Mughal-e-
Azam and Garam Hawa has always been
more of a liquid bubbling with steam, fumes
and a certain fury against a system deemed
divisive and supremacist.

The real difference between this easy ca-
maraderie of the early Independence years
when my generation in the north studied
in the Hindi medium, and our present
diglossia is that today English enters the
minds of Indian children before they have
finished setting down their first language.
So they end up not with a mother tongue
learnt at home and a language learnt simul-
taneously in school, but a single compe-
tence that is less optimised for picking up

local lore and streetsmart phraseology and
more suited for the ultimate aim — a well
paid job. Itis a short route for the rich, along
one for the poor. It is this diglossia that is
killing local dialects, most of which had no
script (except Kaithi and Maithili, now
mostly dead in those areas).

The Hindi that the government today
wishes to crown as the national language is
a different kettle of fish. It is firmly moored
to a Sanskrit with all its casteist baggage in-
tact. And its highly associational vocabulary
is being used to purge thousands of words
it assimilated through the centuries from
dialects, Islamic and European languages to
create the ultimate template for a shuddh,
sanitised Hindi.

It is ironic that while daggers are be-
ing drawn on both sides over the language
issue ever since the BJP reignited it, the
young in the Hindi belt are abandoning
Hindi en masse for English. The parents,
including most vociferous supporters of
the BJP leadership and Hindi, when it
comes to their own children, will root for
an English medium education in relatively
expensive private schools.

Critics of Hindi must talk more to Hindi
writers, journalists and educationists. They
will then begin to see that whatever is be-
ing made to look real and permanent today
was not there yesterday and will be gone
tomorrow. But India is well on its way to be-
coming the world’s largest diglossic speaker
of English where the young are fast being

reduced to a mob of cultural ignorants on
social media. Many simply throw away
books and talk about the Hindu faith as
though they are Shankaracharyas.

It's a pity today that most of our inci-
sive historians, social scientists, philolo-
gists and feminists continue to write their
well researched books exclusively in
English. And those who are from the non-
Hindi speaking areas, while cursing Hindi
imposition, will not introspect honestly as
to why they have failed to write their own
books in their native Bangla, Tamil,
Kannada or Oriya.

As for literary historians of Hindi and
Urdu, they too have remained trapped in
writing angry competing historical narra-
tives for Hindi and Urdu. A calm, compos-
ite, comprehensive history of Indian litera-
ture that spans both Hindi and Urdu as
peoples’ languages, differing in little but in
scripts, has yet to be written.

How can the regressive and divisive poli-
cies we thought we had buried come back
to haunt us and threaten to be our future?
The answer lies in one of the cruellest ques-
tions Krishna asks Gandhari, as she curses
him for causing the death of her sons.
“Cheernam charasi Kshatriye?” Why walil, O
brave Kshatriya Queen, over that which
your own arrogant and deliberate myopia
had pre-ordained?

The writer is former chairperson,
Prasar Bharati
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The US has prioritised theatrics over security commitments in a volatile world.”

— THEGLOBAL TIMES

An education
for the real world

New UGC guidelines will address disconnect
between academia and industry, bridge the gap
between universities and job market

MAMIDALA JAGADESH
KUMAR

FOR A LONG time, the inability of Indian
higher educational institutions (HEIs)to in-
tegrate job-oriented skill courses in BA,
BCom, and Bsc programmes — these attract
asignificant share of students in higher ed-
ucation — has significantly impacted the
employability of graduates. Outdated cur-
ricula, regulatory inertia and a substantial
disconnect between academia and indus-
try were the immediate reasons for this
shortcoming. However, with the introduc-
tion of the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, regulators such as the UGC are facili-
tating transformation in higher education
through innovative regulations, frameworks
and guidelines.

Recently, the UGC announced compre-
hensive guidelines to incorporate skill-
based education and micro/nano-creden-
tials as part of the degree programmes
offered by HEIs. These guidelines, aligned
with NEP 2020, extoll skill and experien-
tial education, aim to overhaul the conven-
tional educational framework and bridge
the gap between academic learning and
the job market.

The most reasonable path for students
to seize opportunities in high-demand and
emerging areas is by acquiring credits in
skill-based courses as part of their regular
degree programmes. This enhances em-
ployability without burdening the students
with extra academic stress.

A core feature of the UGC guidelines is
permitting students to plan their learning
by designing personalised educational jour-
neys and earning stackable credits by choos-
ing courses from academic disciplines and
skill domains through the National Credit
Framework (NCrF). The guidelines allow stu-
dents to earn micro/nano-credentials
through flexible and multidisciplinary learn-
ing pathways. Incorporating micro/nano-
credentials in regular degree programmes
is a progressive way to provide targeted skill
development opportunities to students spe-
cialising in specific competencies.

UGC guidelines advise that Indian enter-
prises or multinational corporations (IMNCSs)
who desire to offer skill-based courses can
submit their proposals to the UGC. A com-
mittee comprising subject experts and in-
dustry representatives will evaluate the pro-
posals based on their adherence to UGC
guidelines and quality standards. Courses
approved by the UGC are listed on the
SWAYAM Plus platform and linked to the ac-
ademicbank of credits, making them acces-
sible to students nationwide.

The UGC's comprehensive assessment
framework for skill-based courses and mi-
cro-credentials emphasises a structured,
multi-tiered approach to evaluating stu-
dents' competencies through internal and
external assessments. Its guidelines recom-
mend diverse areas for skill-based courses
and micro-credentials. The principal areas
advised by the UGCinclude advanced tech-

nologies such as artificial intelligence,
blockchain, machine learning, cybersecu-
rity, robotics, and data analytics courses.
These will equip students with skills in high-
demand sectors.

Skill-based courses in traditional crafts,
textiles, tourism and hospitality manage-
ment programmes could support regional
economic growth in areas with a rich cul-
tural heritage. Micro-credentials in com-
munication, leadership, and entrepreneur-
ship ensure students develop essential soft
skills, enabling success in diverse profes-
sional environments.

The UGC guidelines encourage HEIs to
align their skill-related courses with na-
tional priorities and local strengths. These
institutions must, therefore, identify spe-
cific industry demands in their area and
choose skill-based courses accordingly. For
example, institutions in regions with agri-
cultural sectors might offer agri-tech or sus-
tainable farming courses, while those in fi-
nancial hubs could focus on fin-tech-related
courses. By using the localised approach,
HElIs could ensure their education aligns
with regional economic development. The
adoption of these guidelines by HEIs could
place Indian higher education on par with
international standards by adopting global
best practices in competency-based evalu-
ation, blended learning, and collaborative
assessments and ensuring that Indian grad-
uates are globally competitive.

A closer examination of the challenges
of graduate unemployability today provides
a deeper sense of why skill-based courses
must be an integral part of degree pro-
grammes. Regrettably, some academicians
stick to an archaic view of higher education
as a purely academic pursuit rather than a
possibility for making students career-ready.
Because of unjustified misconceptions, they
view the introduction of skill-based educa-
tion as a dilution of the intellectual scope of
traditional degree programmes, perpetuat-
ing an elitist mindset that prioritises theo-
retical knowledge over practical application.
Their resistance to change in higher educa-
tion harms students and undermines India’s
progress. The understanding that it is im-
possible to carry on one's way into the fu-
ture with a stagnant educational framework
should caution us to the necessity of trans-
forming higher education.

Considering the potential of skill-based
courses to enhance student employability,
more Indian HEIs must operate with ac-
countability for the outcomes of their grad-
uates. HEI administrators must work to-
ward creating value for our students. They
should remain concerned about whether
students secure employment after com-
pleting their degrees or if they are forcing
the students to pursue costly additional
training to become employable. To over-
come the existing mindset that constrains
pragmatism, HEIs must rethink curricula,
restructure faculty roles, and speedily inte-
grate industry-relevant skill-based courses
into regular degree programmes. As much
asit challenges HEIs to free themselves from
the conventional way of imparting educa-
tion, this approach has real value. One thing
is clear: HEIs must realise that our students
deserve more than obsolete degrees. They
merit an education that invigorates them
to succeed in the real world.

The writer is chairman, UGC and former VC,
JNU. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(GENDER BARRIER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
woman'’s hour’ (IE, March 3). A study by
the International Labour Organisation
corroborates that unpaid work is one of
the most critical barriers preventing
women from joining and continuing in
the workforce. There is a need to recog-
nise women'’s unpaid work and investin
an inclusive care economy.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
woman's hour’ (IE, March 3). The Time
Use Survey 2024 has exposed how
women suffer disadvantages on account
of the gendered division of labour. They
are found to spend more time on unpaid
domestic chores and caregiving, which
constrains their potential for economic
mobility and forces them to settle for
low-paid or part-time informal work.
The question is: Who is supposed to re-
munerate women for domestic work?
Should it be the family head in a typical
household? Or is it to be considered an
essential service for the nation and paid
for by the state?

LR Murmu, New Delhi

TIRED ANTICS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘When the
bully wins’(IE, March 3). The showdown

in the Oval Office was not a spectacle but
a realistic picture of what is at stake.
Volodymyr Zelenskyy grossly misread
the room. His tired antics of portraying
Vladimir Putin as the devil spectacularly
backfired on him. In the space of a few
minutes, Donald Trump and ] D Vance
dismantled the mechanism of the pup-
pet that he has become owing to
Western support. Both Emmanuel
Macron and Keir Starmer, who preceded
him in their visits to the White House,
were embodiments of tact and diplo-
macy. Zelenskyy’s act of defiance could
only have been matched by the dressing
down he received. He effectively became
Jean de la Fontaine’s “frog who wished
to be as big as the ox”.

Animesh Rai, Noida

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘When the
bully wins’ (IE, March 3). The manner in
which US President Donald Trump and
Vice President | D Vance treated
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy at the White House is defi-
nitely a pointer to the arrogance of right-
wing arm-twisters. It was foolish of him
to expect Zelenskyy to sign an agreement
without offering any security guarantees.
The challenge for European leaders is to
pacify the US President and stop him
from rushing headlong into a deal
skewed in Russia’s favour.

S SPaul, Nadia
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Uttarakhand: Liquor

shops near

religious

places to lose licence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, MARCH 3

THE UTTARAKHAND Cabinet on
Monday approved a new excise
policy that includes a mandate
to revoke the licence of liquor
shops near religious areas.

According to the state gov-
ernment, the policy was formu-
lated “with a focus on the impor-
tance of religious areas”.

The definition of a religious
area and the distance from such
an area at which the sale of
liquor can be allowed will be
made clear in a Government
Order to be issued soon, a senior
official said. Currently, there is a
ban on setting up liquor shopsin
aseven-km radius of Har Ki Pauri
and Rishikesh Municipal
Council. Liquor is banned in the
Char Dham circuit and
Hemkund Sahib.

The new policy also says that
a shop can lose its licence if it
sells liquor for more than its
maximum retail price. “MRP
rules will also apply to depart-
mental stores to protect con-
sumer rights,” a government
statement said.

A senior official said the sys-
tem of metro liquor and sub-
shops have been abolished un-
der the new policy.

The policy also mandates
that wholesale liquor licences

canonly be issued to residents of
Uttarakhand as part of an effort
to “ensure economic benefits
within the state”.

“To promote wineries in hill
regions, units producing wine
fromlocally grown fruits will re-
ceive excise duty exemptions for
the next 15 years,” the statement
said. This is aimed to benefit
farmers and those engaged in
horticulture.

Investment in the liquor in-
dustry is encouraged by reduc-
ing export duties, and malt and
spirit industries in hill areas will
receive special incentives, the
Cabinet said.

Further, distilleries will be
encouraged to use local agricul-
tural products, which will in-
crease farmers’ income and open
new markets for them.

The revenue target for 2025-
26 s Rs 5,060 crore.

In 2023-24, against a target
of Rs 4,000 crore, the state
earned Rs 4,038.69 crore and in
2024-25, the target was Rs 4,439
crore, out of which nearly Rs
4,000 crore has already been col-
lected, the statement said.

The Cabinet has also ap-
proved a decision to educate stu-
dents about “Uttarakhand’s
movement and cultural her-
itage”, and a supplementary
book titled Our Heritage and
Icons will be included in the cur-
riculum for classes 6-8.

BEATING TE

- HEAT

Elephants Janaki and Meera take a dip at the Pune Zoo on Monday. Pavan Khengre

Karnataka IPS officer shifted day after
she accused senior of planting files

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, MARCH 3

A DAY after IPS officer Vartika
Katiyar accused her immediate
boss and IGP D Roopa Moudgil of
using police personnel to plant
confidential documents related to
other departments in her cham-
ber, the Karnataka government
Monday shunted Katiyar from the
Internal Security Division, where
she was posted as a DIG.

According to the order issued
Monday, “Vartika Katiyar hasbeen
transferred as Deputy Inspector
General of Police and Additional
Commandant General, home
guards and ex-officio additional
director, civil defence, Bengaluru
in the downgraded vacant post.”

Katiyar, a 2010-batch IPS offi-
cer, filed a complaint on February
20 before Karnataka Chief
Secretary Shalini Rajneesh and
marked it to DGP Alok Mohan. In
the complaint, Katiyar alleged that

on September 6, 2024, head con-
stable Manjunath TS and home
guard Mallikarjun entered her
chamber after receiving directions
from Moudgil to keep some files
and took photos of them as well.
Katiyar alleged that the pho-
tos were shared on WhatsApp.
She also alleged that D Roopa
threatened to submit a negative
annual performance report. D
Roopa, a2000-batch IPS officer, is
awaiting promotion to the rank of
ADGP from 1 January, 2025.
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PIL-PMC invites online Bid for Comprehensive maintenance work of Yertical Garden Area water

Incase of Bank Guarantee, EMD shall be payable in favour of "Executive Engineer PIL-01, Patna
Municipal Corporation” pavable at Patna.

Key Dates:;

Start of online bid/downloading of bid documents . : From 06.03.2025 {10:00 Hrs.)
:11.03. 2025111500 Hrs,

#1203, 2025 at 16:00 Hrs.

Last date of Online Bid Submission
Financial Bid Opening date

The preferred agency/supplier would be selected through a single-stage one-part competithve
bidding process based on evaluation of financial bid, The bidder is expected to submit their
proposal inaccordance with the instruction pravided in the bid document. Detailed bid document
incorporating instruction for submission of bids, detail of items and their quantity and ather
relevant information will available on wwwieproc? biborgoy.in and waow pimc. bae gov.in from
bid start date.

amendment/Carrigendurm to NIT, if any would be published on website www eproc2 bihar gov.in
anly,

PIU-01, Patna Municipal Corporation

1" floar, Maurya Tower, Maurya Lok Complex,

Buddha Marg, Patna, Bihar, 800001

Wawahwl prmic. bilarn gosin

Emailid-pmcpiudl@gmall.com

This information is available on www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also

PR. No.20421 (B & C) 2024-25 . .
i { ) Executive Engineer, PIU-01

Patna Municipal Corporation
" B |

fountain & PMC Dffice, landscaping arez in the Premises of Mauryalok complex through e & | o fis RerETT A :
www.eproc2. bikar govion from the supplierfagency, fulfilling eligibility criteria's. : “f) _ =l I i o A L
: E=E =TI ' i "
& FTender EMD e CRERR T ITI; '; I]'I Aot | W (A e
& [:':t uﬁ :: drhIE? {Paid Through } Y H A I o (T (et affer ;.ﬁ J;r-'r':ﬁ
= Mame of Work :1: . wiww eprocd.bihar.gowin | o tem wa ) 5 _“q G | R p =Nl
Mo, [Paid Through 1 . EIEgT il s TE 1
www.eproc? bihar.gow.in e B I .
P gov.in) / -H:_l S i qITEE)
1 Proposal for comprehensive O e e an | B ' B 2
maintenance of all Vertical Gardening A S T
work, selfie point, landscaping work at & Hm T
2 floor Block-C PRC Building, Gata Mo- . 5000 As.42 600 e St b . )
01,03 & Gate No-05 at maueyalak = T A | 240.63 4,82 10,000.00 3,540.00 15,5.2025
campus for 5 years [@Rs-35, 500,00 per e
N, | To-226/03/2025)

2, Date of issue of Notice Inviting Tender: 280022025
3. Period tor downloading and uploading of Tendar From 07.03.2025% to 28032025 up to 15:00
Document by bidder (From hours

L

6. Last date, time and place for submission of Qriginal

8. Details of Works:

24l
Govt. -~ of Bihar
BIHAR STATE ROAD DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Govt. of Bihar Undertaking)
Regd. Office; RCD Central Mechanical Workshop Campus,
Mear Patna Airport, Sheikhpura, Patna-800014
Tel: 0612- 2226711, Email-bsrdcttdigmarl . com, website; http:/fberdcl baharpovan
Letter Mo -BSROC Lid-447372025-558 Patna

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

[SBD based tender through e-procurement made only- wwer eprocZ.bihargovin)

1. Designation and Address of the Advertiser; Chief General Manager, Bihar 5tate Road
Development Corporation Lirmited, RCO
hMechanical Workshop Campus, Mear Patna

Alrport, Sheikhpura, Patna 800014, Bikar

Website:hitps:/feproc? bihargowvin )

Date, Time & Place of Pre-Bid meeting: 17.03.202%at 15:00 hours at BSRDCL HO

29.03.2025 thl 15:00 hours on
https:feprocd hihangowin

01042025 till 12:30 howrs-a1 BSRDCL HA
[address as mentioned in 5.MNo.1)
01.09.2025 at 15:30 howrs, at BSRDCL HO
laddress as menticned in 5.Mo, 1) through
https:/ feproc? bihargow.in

Last Date & time for uploading Tender Documents
by Bidder through E-proci:

Instrument of EMD;
7. [Date, time & Place of opening of Technical Bid:

e

Amount
f { BO0 + Bid
Bid ErtimiaLed Ea:\est E‘:i::essi Il-I|=-l.'el;; Time of
Mame of work CostfECV* - completion of
Mo, [ in Lakh] money | (Mon-refundable) S
(%in {In%)
_ | Lakh] |
1 & = | -':I 5 4 i}
Constrection of RGE with Limited
Sl
1 ! b it 267000 | 9670 4 30 Months
and Approach Bead In llewof LL N, As aplicablel
91 Spl on SH-29 (Babunia — Siswan) BRI
Road im Sihwan Disorict. _
* Estimated Cost/ECV is inclusive of G5T and all other applicable taxes.
For further details please visit - wwwistate.bihar.gowin/prdbihar
Chief General Manager

Bihar State Road Development
Corporation Limited, Patna

PR. No.20656 (B & C) 2024-25

2lc3 Wl 1= 15545 T 1800 345 6268

ofel wurEE @
Hrdarerds AT w1 Faiey
e v yew, sfEmegE
FeawTdr FifasT s Y= 9= 08 (Hodlodlo /202425
R £ B P O G G I i ol
(#dd 3-8 Umla & AN dadisc www.eproc2, bihar.gov.in T¥)

UAE executes UP woman

convicted last year over
infant killing: MEA to HC

Family in Banda to seek Centre’s help in bringing body back

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, MARCH 3

SHAHJADI SABBEER Khan (30),a
caregiver from Uttar Pradesh's
Banda district who was sen-
tenced to death last year in the
United Arab Emirates for the al-
leged murder of a four-month-
old infant, was executed on
February 15, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) informed
the Delhi High Court on Monday.

Upon learning of her execu-
tion on Monday, her family in
Banda said they would approach
the Central government for help
in bringing her body back home.
The MEA informed the Delhi High
Courtabout her execution during
a hearing on the family's petition
seeking information about
Shahjadi’s well-being. They were
“extremely shocked” to learn
about the execution since they
had spoken to Shahjadi over
phone earlier that day (February
15), the family said.

Her father Sabbeer Khan had
repeatedly appealed to the cen-
tral and state authorities for help,
claiming she was falsely impli-
cated in the murder case. The
family maintained that she was
wrongfully accused of murdering

the infant child of a couple she
was working for in Abu Dhabi, the
UAE capital city, since 2021.

“The government told the
Delhi High Court that she was ex-
ecuted on February 15, but they
never informed us despite our re-
quests for help formonths. We will
approach the External Affairs
Ministry to bring the body of my
sister back toIndia,” said Shahjadi's
brother Shamsher Khan.

She had been imprisoned in
Abu Dhabi’s Al Wathba prison
since 2022 following the child's
death. “We had no choice but to
approach the Delhi High Court, as
no authorities came forward to
assist us. We have been tirelessly
reaching out to local, state, and
central authorities for help. Weall
failed to save her,” said another
family member.

Their efforts intensified after
Shahjadi informed the family in
September last year that her ap-
peal had been rejected and that
she could be executed anytime.

Shahjadi, who was unmar-
ried, was the youngest of the
three daughters of Shabbir and
his wife Nazra Begum. She stud-
ied up to the sixth grade and had
suffered severe burn injuries on
her face and other parts of body
when she was six, it is learnt.

‘Must understand
freedom of speech’: SC
pulls up Gujarat Police
over case against MP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
pulled up the Gujarat Police over
the FIR it filed against Congress
MP Imran Pratapgarhi over an
Instagram post earlier this year
and said that “75 years after the
existence of the Constitution, free-
dom of speech and expression has
to be at least now understood by
the police."

Justice A S Oka was presiding
over a two-judge bench as it re-
served judgment on the appeal
filed by Pratapgarhi challenging
theJanuary 17,2025, Gujarat High
Court order refusing to quash the
FIR against him.

According to the prosecution,
after attending a wedding func-
tion at Jamnagar, Pratapgarhi up-
loaded avideo with the poem “Ae
khoon ke pyase baat suno” running
in the background. The words in
the poem were deemed objec-
tionable. Hearing the appeal on
Monday, the bench — also com-
prisingJustice Ujjal Bhuyan — ex-
pressed its reservation over the
police action.

Justice Oka said the police
should have shown some sensi-
tivity before lodging the FIR. He
was of the view that the poem
propagates a message of non-vio-
lence. “This actually promotes
non-violence. It has nothingtodo
with religion, this has nothing to
dowithany anti-national activity.
Police have shown lack of sensi-
tivity,” he said.

Appearing for Gujarat,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
said that people may have appre-
ciated its meaning differently.

Tothis, Justice Oka said, “Thisis
the problem. Now nobody hasany
respect for creativity. If youread it
plainly, it says thatevenif you suf-
fer injustice, you suffer it with
love... Those who are blood-
thirsty, listen to us. Evenif the fight
for justice is met with injustice, we
will meet that injustice with love.”

Mehta said that Pratapgarhi’s
contention was thatit was his so-
cial media team which uploaded
the video and that he ought to
take responsibility for the team’s
actions.

Justice Oka said the police
ought to have shown sensitivity
in the matter. “They must at least
read and understand.”

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Pratapgarhi, urged
the court to say something about
the HC's judgment. Mehta op-
posed this. Acting on acomplaint,
the Gujarat Police had booked
Pratapgarhi on January 3 under
several sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.

The MP then moved the HC
seeking quashing of the FIR.

Dismissing the Congress MP’s
plea, the HC had said, “looking to
the tenor of the poem, it certainly
indicates something about the
throne. The responses received to
the said post by other persons also
indicate that (the) message was
posted in a manner which cer-
tainly create(s)disturbance in so-
cial harmony.”

Shahjadi’s family blamed one
Uzair, also known as Panna
Chaudhary, a native of Agra, for
falsely framing her in the case.
She came in contact with Uzair
through social media while
working with an NGO, they said.

According to the family, Uzair
lured Shahjadi with the promise
of a well-paying job at his uncle
Faiz and aunt Nazia’s home in
Abu Dhabi, assuring her that she
could also receive treatment for
her burn injuries there.

The family said Nazia gave
birth to a baby who died four
months old in 2022 when
Shahjadi was working as the
child’s caretaker.

A few months later, Faiz and
Nazia accused Shahjadi of killing
their child and forced her to con-
fess, they alleged.

In July last year, on Sabbeer
Khan's complaint, the Banda po-
lice had registered an FIR against
Faiz, Nazia, Uzair, and Faiz’s
mother Anjum Sahana Begumon
the court’s order. The complaint
listed several allegations, includ-
ing accusation that Uzair and oth-
ers sent Shahjadi on forced
labour. The investigating officer
of the case has filed a closure re-
portin the matter,a Bandadistrict
police official said.

Rajasthan cancels
allocation of govt
bungalow for

rebel minister
Kirodi Lal Meena

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,MARCH 3

RAJASTHAN’S GENERAL
Administration Department
(GAD) has cancelled the allot-
ment of a government bungalow
to rebel cabinet minister Kirodi
Lal Meena, who levelled snoop-
ing allegations against his own
government last month.

According to GAD’s order
from February 28, Meena was al-
lotted a bungalow under the
Rajasthan Ministers' Salaries Act,
1956. The allotment, according
to the order, was “cancelled with
immediate effect as per the min-
ister’s request”.

Meena, who has been vocal
about his dissatisfaction with the
Bhajan Lal Sharma-led BJP gov-
ernment, had not taken posses-
sion of the bungalow allotted to
himin February last year. Meena
had also previously returned the
government vehicle given to him.

Inavideo that went viral last
month, Meena accused his own
government of tapping his
phones after he sought the can-
cellation of the 2021 Sub
Inspector recruitment exams
over paper leak allegations.
Minister of State for Home
Jawahar Singh Bedam has de-
nied the snooping allegations in
the Assembly.

Meena, who had also been
served a notice by the party over
the accusations, publicly admit-
ted that he “made a mistake” and
that it was “the party's internal
matter”, although he subse-
quently repeated the allegations.
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KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION
Stores & Purchase Depariment, Ceniral Offices, Sarige Sadana, Main Road,
Kalaburagi-285 102. Mobile No. 77606 86172 (COSP), 77609 92029 (5.0).

| following items.

| No. KKRTC/CO/COSP/14/2024-25
TENDER INVITING NOTICGE (THROUGH KPP PORTAL MODE ONLY)

| Tenders through KPP portal (pre-gualification & commercial) are invited for supply of

Dated:03.03.2025

| Last date for
{ Sl. Tender e
!Hn. Tender No. & date Haiianctiture Value | submission
i of tender
| 1 | KKRTC/2024-25/SE4892 Reconditioning of Engine Rs. 0.58 01.04.2025
Did: 27.02.2025 Components. Crores
| 2 | KKRTC/2024-25ANDO101/ Procurement of Piston Rs. 0.89 01.04.2025
Call-2 Did:03.03.2025 Assy and Ring Sels Crores
9 | KKRTC/2024-25/INDO103/ | Procurement of Engine Rs. 1.1 01.04.2025
Call-2 Did:03.03.2025 Valves, Guides and Inserts. | Crores
4 | KKRTC/2024-25iNDO105/ | Procurement of Tie Rod, Rs. 1.24 | 01.04.2025
Call-2 Dtd.03.03.2025 Urag Link And Repar Kis. | Crores
| & | KKRTC/2024-25/NDO 124 Procurament of Malleable Rs. 1.60 01.04.2025
Dtd:03.03.2025 Components Crores
& | KKRTC2024-25AND0O125 Procurement of Oil Seals Rs. 090 | 01.04.2025
DNd:03.03.2025 Crores
7 | KKRTC2024-25INDO126 Procurement of Wiper Arm, | Rs. 1.75 01.04.2025
Did:03.03.2025 Blades and Molor Crores
B | KKRTC/2024-25/INDO127 Procurement of Dash Bard | Rs. 211 | 07.04.2025
Did:03.03.2025 Instruments Crores

available at

All the details of Tender

support@eprochelpdesk.com

| DIPR/Kalaburagi/ 102K SMCAA2024-25

iﬂ:lr_iendum fcormgendum related 1o changes in terms and conditions of tender, specification
|and calendar of evenis elc. will be uploaded only through KPP portal

Sd/- Controller of Stores and Purchases
(Tender Inviting Authority)

Registration, Tender form documenls eic
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/. Mail o cospnekric@gmail.com or
for further information if required. Further
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GOLD LOANS DOMINATE; RISE IN BUSINESS LOANS

Number of women seeking retail

credit nearly trebles in five years

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, MARCH 3

A SIGNIFICANT SURGE in
women seeking credit has been
reported in the financial system,
with a threefold increase in
credit demand from women
borrowers between 2019 and
2024. The number of women
borrowers availing retail credit
in India has increased at a com-
pounded annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 22 per cent in the last
five years ended 2024, according
toareport.

This growth reflects a signif-
icant shift in financial behaviour,
with women increasingly lever-
aging credit to meet personal
and professional goals.
Significantly, around 60 per cent
of women borrowers who
availed credit are from semi-ur-
ban or rural areas, the report re-
leased by TransUnion Cibil and
NITI Aayog said.

Women'’s share in business
loans and gold loans has in-
creased by 14 per cent and 6 per
cent, respectively, since 2019.
Interestingly, women under 30
account for only 27 per cent of
retail credit uptake, compared to
40 per cent for men in the same
age group. The number of
women opening business loan
accounts has grown fourfold
over the past six years.

By 2024, 42 per cent of loans

— BRIEFLY —

Railway PSUs
IRCTC, IRFC get
Navratna status

New Delhi: The Centre has ap-
proved the upgradation of
IRCTC and IRFC to Navratna
Central Public  Sector
Enterprises on Monday, an of-
ficial statement said, adding
that with this all seven listed
railway PSUs have achieved
the same status now. PTI

ED sends notice
to Paytmin
FEMA case

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate on Monday said it
hasissued a notice to Paytm’s
parent company, its MD and
linked entities for “contraven-
tion” of FEMA involving
Rs 611 crore. According to
Paytm’s FY24 annual report,
Vijay Shekhar Sharma, is its
CMD and CEO. A Paytm
spokesperson said the com-
pany was working to resolve
the matter in accordance
with applicable laws and reg-
ulatory processes. PTI

India’s February
factory PMI
slipstoof 56.3

New Delhi: The seasonally ad-
justed HSBC India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) regis-
tered 56.3 in February, down
from 57.7 in January, but re-
mained firmly within the ‘ex-
pansionary’ territory.  PTI

Relevance of gold
asassetclassto
rise, says CEA

New Delhi: Gold will remain
relevant forinvestors as a port-
folio diversification mecha-
nism with a “likely ascending
importance” as an asset class
in the coming years, Chief
Economic Advisor V Anantha

Nageswaran said. PTI
JioPlatforms
announces Open

Telco Al grouping

Barcelona: Jio Platforms Ltd,
announced plans to form an
Open Telecom Al Platform, to-
gether with AMD, Cisco, and
Nokia, at the Mobile World
Congress 2025. ENS

NEW TRENDS

WOMEN'’S SHARE in
business loans and gold
loans has increased by 14
per centand 6 per cent,
respectively, since 2019
WHILE CREDIT supply to
women in business
climbed, majority of loans
availed by them are against
gold. In 2024, 36 per cent of
allloans availed by women
were gold loans

availed by women were for per-
sonal finance, a slight increase
from 39 per cent in 2019.

While credit supply to
women in business sectors has
improved, the majority of loans
availed by women continue to
be against gold. In 2024, 36 per
cent of all loans availed by
women were gold loans, up from
19 per cent in 2019.

The report, jointly published
by TransUnion CIBIL, Women
Entrepreneurship Platform
(WEP) of NITI Aayog, and
MicroSave Consulting (MSC),
highlights the notable growth in
women’s participation in credit
origination.

Segment-wise loan

uptake

Credit for financing business
purpose (business loans, com-

HOWEVER, WOMEN
borrowers continue to
face challenges to
accessing credit such as
credit aversion, poor
banking experiences,
barriers to credit
readiness and constraints
around collateral

CREDIT FOR personal
finance continues tobe a
major share of loans

mercial vehicle & commercial
equipment loans, loans against
property) witnessed about 37
lakh new loan accounts opened
by women, with disbursement
totalling Rs 1.9 lakh crore. While
the number of accounts opened
for business purpose has grown
4.6 times since 2019, these loans
constitute only 3 per cent of
overall loans availed by women
borrower in 2024, the report
said.

Credit for personal finance
needs (personal loans, consumer
durable loans, home ownership,
vehicle loans) continues to be a
major share of loans availed by
women.

As many as 4.3 crore such
loans of value Rs 4.8 lakh crore
were opened. These accounted
for42 per cent of all loans availed
by women in 2024, according to

WHY CRYPTO PRICES ARE RISING

Trump reiterates focus on virtual digital
assets, backs 5 coins for ‘crypto reserve’

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

AFTER TALKING about creating a
“strategic reserve” of cryptocur-
rencies during his presidential bid
last year, Donald Trump has for
the first time announced five vir-
tual coins he plans to include in
the US reserve stockpile—a move
which has given a booster shot to
the crypto trading market, help-
ingitupend the downward trajec-
tory it seemed to be headed on
over concerns around Trump’s
uncertain trade decisions.

The market prices of the five
coins he named—Bitcoin,
Ethereum, XRP, Solana and
Cardano—all swiftly jumped after
the announcement. In a post on
his social media site Truth Social,
US President Trump said, “A US
Crypto Reserve will elevate this
criticalindustry after years of cor-
rupt attacks by the Biden
Administration, which is why my
Executive Order on Digital Assets
directed the Presidential Working
Group to move forward on a
Crypto Strategic Reserve that in-
cludes XRP, SOL, and ADA. I will
make sure the US is the Crypto
Capital of the World”.

Around an hour later came an-
other post from Trump: “And, ob-
viously, BTC and ETH, as other
valuable Cryptocurrencies, will be

the report.

Gold loans have gained pop-
ularity among women borrow-
ers with 4 crore loans of value
Rs 4.7 lakh crore accounting for
38 per cent of all loans availed by
women borrowers in 2024, a
growth of 5.1 times by volume
since 2019, it said.

On the growing awareness
about credit health among
women entrepreneurs, Bhavesh
Jain, MD & CEO, TransUnion
CIBIL, said: “The number of
women self-monitoring their
credit information report and
score grew by 42 per cent, from
18.94 million in December 2023
to 26.92 million in December
2024. While thisis an encourag-
ing trend, this must continue for
women to progress from being
participants to leaders in India’s
economic story. Borrowers can
make better informed financial
decisions by being vigilant about
their credit status.”

Since 2019, women’s share in
business loans origination in-
creased by 14 per cent and of
gold loans by 6 per cent, the re-
port said.

As of December 2024,
women accounted for 35 per
cent of business borrowers in
India. Despite these encouraging
signs of improving credit aware-
ness and credit health, women
borrowers continue to face chal-
lenges to accessing credit such
as credit aversion, poor banking

The market prices of Bitcoin, Ethereum, XRP, Solana and

Cardano swiftly rose after Trump’s announcement.

Reuters

the heart of the Reserve.lalsolove
Bitcoin and Ethereum”.

Despite therise, falland rise in
crypto prices, concerns remain
around the volatility,and potential
for perpetuating fraud through
cryptocurrencies. Last month,
Argentina’s President Javier Milei
promoted a crypto meme coin —
Libra — on his social media plat-
form, only for the currency toim-
plode in a few hours, which saw
him backtracking, retail investors
losing out, but promoters of the
coin cashing tens of millions of dol-
lars. Milei, who claimed to have no
connectionwith the coinorits pro-
moters, joined the list of world
leaders like Trump to get associ-
ated with promoting meme coins.

Trump’s post boosts

cryptocurrencies
Last Friday, Bitcoin fell below

$80,000 for the first time since
November 2024 (after it crossed
$100,000 for the first time everin
December), wiping out nearly all
post-election gains, primarily due
to economic uncertainty over
President Trump’s tariff wars with
countries around the world.

Trump’s posts, however,
marked a new upward turn for
crypto prices.

Bitcoin was up more than 8
per cent, trading over $90,000,
while Ethereum was up more
than 10% per cent trading at over
$2,000. Other virtual currencies
mentioned by Trump gained
much more—XRP jumped close
to 25 per cent, Solana spiked over
18 per cent, and Cardano bal-
looned by close to 60 per cent.

As of now, it is unclear how
the strategic crypto reserve will
work, but clarity is expected later

experiences, barriers to credit
readiness and constraints
around collateral and guaran-
tors.

Credit monitoring
among women

The report also highlights
that the share of women in the
total self-monitoring base in-
creased to 19.43 per cent in
December 2024, up from 17.89
per cent in December 2023.

As more women enter the
workforce or become entrepre-
neurs, access to formal credit of-
fers them a pathway to further
their careers or support their
business growth trajectory.
Additionally, monitoring their
credit helps women borrowers
maintain their financial health,
secure better loan terms, and
protect against identity theft.

According to the Cibil report,
additionally, younger, Gen-Z
(those born between mid-1990s
and mid-2010s) women are
leading the way in credit moni-
toring, with the number in this
cohortrising by 56 per cent year-
over-year (YoY).

This put their share in the
self-monitoring women popu-
lation at 22 per centin 2024. The
number of Millennial women
witnessed a 38 per cent YoY in-
crease leading to a share of 52
per cent among self-monitoring
women population for the same
period.

this week when Trump hosts the
first Crypto Summit at the White
House, expected to take place on
Friday.

Crypto on the move

The crypto market has picked
up since Trump won the US pres-
idential elections, responding to
signals that he could go easy on
the virtual currency.

It was also anticipated that
Trump having Tesla and SpaceX
founder Elon Musk — who has
long been an advocate for cryp-
tocurrency — as a key adviser
could further bolster investors’
belief in bitcoin and other digital
virtual assets, even if concerns
around conflict of interest re-
main.

Trump’s pick to lead the
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), Paul Atkins,
iswidely considered a cryptocur-
rency advocate.

The agency has also recently
dropped multiple investigations
and lawsuits against cryptocur-
rency firms over alleged securi-
ties violations.

Among them are probes
against discount brokerage firm
Robinhood and crypto exchange
operator Coinbase. Robinhood
CEO Vlad Tenev had earlier said
that he made a $2 million dona-
tion to Trump’s inaugural cam-
paign fund.

Ola Electric to slash 1,000 jobs in
second restructing in five months

NARAYANANYV
CHENNAI,MARCH 3

Ola Electric, India’s largest elec-
tric two-wheeler (E2W) maker,
is reportedly laying off about
1,000 employees and contract
workers as part of a restructur-
ing drive aimed at improving
profitability. An Ola Electric
spokesperson confirmed the re-
structuring to FE but declined to
comment on the exact number
of affected employees and work-
ers, dismissing the reported fig-
ures as ‘speculative’.

“We have restructured and
automated our front-end oper-
ations, leading to improved mar-
gins, lower costs, and a better
customer experience while
eliminating redundant roles to
enhance productivity,” the
spokesperson said. The current
round of layoffs, it is understood,

will be across several depart-
ments, including procurement,
fulfillment, warehousing, cus-
tomer relations and charging in-
frastructure. As of March, 2024,
Ola Electric’s workforce was
4,000-people strong. The com-
pany had reportedly laid off close
to 500 employees in November
last year.

The Ola Electric stock hit a
fresh 52-weeklow of Rs53.71 on
the NSE on Monday before clos-
ing at Rs 54.90, down 3.4 per
cent. It listed on the bourses in
August last year. The company’s
netloss widened to Rs 564 crore
in Q3 FY25, up from Rs 376 crore
a year ago, as revenue from op-
erations fell 19.36 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 1,045 crore. It re-
ported a Rs 13 crore one-time
charge due to workforce ratio-
nalisation which helped lower
people costs (excluding one-
time impact) by 17 per cent.

File
“Going forward, we will reinvest
in frontline resources, including
our expanded network. We re-
main committed to strengthen-
ing both our infrastructure and
workforce,” the company had
said at the time.

Olahas been focusing onim-
proving gross margins and opti-
mising costs while expanding its
product lineup, including e-mo-
torcycles and e-scooters aimed
at gig workers. Its share of the
electric two-wheeler market
more than halved from 52 per

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

centinApril, 2024 to 19 per cent
by December, 2024. This was
partly due to rising customer
complaints over poor after-sales
service and partly due to
launches by competitors.

After months of decline, the
company reclaimed the top spot
inIndia’s E2W market in January
overtaking TVS Motor and Bajaj
Auto, selling 24,353 units to se-
cure 25 per cent market share.
However, in February;, it sold only
8,647 units, capturing an 11 per
cent market share, shows Vahan
data. The company, however,
claims to have sold over 25,000
units in February, with a 28 per
cent market share. Ola had ear-
lier informed the stock ex-
changes it is renegotiating con-
tracts with vehicle registration
agencies to cut costs and im-
prove efficiency, which may
have impacted its February data
on Vahan portal. FE

Note: Gold, silver rates at Mumbai spot market, gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Crude oil (Indian basket) per barrel as of February 28

TOP US OFFICIAL VISITS INDIA

Cooperation in critical
minerals, academic
exchanges on agenda

AGGAMWALIA

NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

AT ATIME when India and the
United States are stepping up the
bilateral engagement on critical
minerals, a top American official
has visited India to operationalise
cooperation between the two
countries in advancing research
in this sector. Dr Tom Lograsso,
director of the Critical Materials
Innovation Hub, visited Mumbai
and Pune during February 24-28
to strengthen research and de-
velopment (R&D) linkages be-
tween India and the US.

The visit comes days after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
trip to Washington on February
13, where India and US launched
the Transforming Relationship
Utilizing Strategic Technology
(TRUST) initiative, which aims to
focus on the recovery and pro-
cessing of critical minerals, in-
cludinglithium and rare earth el-
ements (REEs).

In addition to the TRUST ini-
tiative, the visit also opera-

tionalised the Catalyzing
Opportunities for Military
Partnership, Accelerated

Commerce & Technology (COM-
PACT) initiative, also launched
during PM Modi’s visit to the US.

“DrLograsso’s visitoutlined a
clear roadmap for future cooper-
ation, which includes launching
abidirectional student exchange
programme and a lab-to-lab
agreement between Iowa State
University, the Ames National
Laboratory’s Critical Materials
Innovation Hub and Indian insti-
tutions,” a press release by the US

-
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Dr Tom Lograsso, director of the Critical Materials
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Innovation Hub at the US’ Ames National Laboratory, atan

event during his India visit.

Consulate General Mumbai said.

“The visitalso included high-
level discussions with executives
from some of India’s leading con-
glomerates, establishing partner-
ships to develop and license tech-
nologies for more efficient
production of critical mineral
supply chains to boost prosper-
ity and security,” the release
added.

The TRUST initiative followed
India’s induction into the US-led
Minerals Security Finance
Network in September last year.
India joined the Minerals
Security Partnership (MSP) in
2023.

Unlike previous multilateral
partnerships, however, the
TRUST initiative will build on bi-
lateral engagement. It also posi-
tions India and the US to acceler-
ate existing efforts, and counter
China’s dominance in critical
minerals supply chains.

The emphasis of the TRUST
initiative on reducing barriers to
technology transfer, addressing
export controls, and enhancing
high-tech commerce lays the

Facebook/ Consulate General Mumbai

groundwork for deeper coordi-
nation between India and the US
in the critical minerals space.

The India-US collaborationin
critical minerals and advanced
materials comes after the two
countries announced major na-
tional programmes over the past
few years to boost this sector —
from exploration and recycling to
research and development
(R&D) in processing technolo-
gies. In 2020, the US Energy Act
authorised $675 million for the
Critical Minerals and Materials
(CMM) programme to diversify
and expand supply chains and
build a circular economy.

The US also launched the
Battery and Critical Mineral
Recycling programme in 2024,
with grants worth $125 million
for R&D toincrease the reuse and
recycling of batteries.

And in January, India ap-
proved the National Critical
Minerals Mission with a budget-
ary outlay of Rs 16,300 crore over
seven years, of which roughly
Rs 7,000 croreis allocated for ex-
ploration of critical minerals.

Race to secure copper: Decoding

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

ON FEBRUARY 27, the govern-
ment announced the securing of
a 9,000-sq-km block to explore
copper and cobalt in a region in
Zambia known for high-grade
deposits. With production in do-
mestic mines faltering, the proj-
ectisacrucial step for India to es-
tablish overseas mining
operations.

On February 25, the White
House warned in a fact sheet on
“threat to national security from
imports of copper” that the
“overreliance on foreign copper”
could “jeopardise US defense ca-
pabilities, infrastructure devel-
opment, and technological inno-
vation”.

On February 17, Bloomberg
reported that with supply of
copper ore tightening,
China is moving to rein
in smelting overcapac-
ity — companies look-
ing to build new
smelters must secure

EXPLAINED

may outstrip supply from mines by 2035.

Reuters

million tonnes (mt), 8 per cent
lower than in 2018-19. Between
April and January in the current
financial year, ore production by
government-owned Hindustan
Copper Ltd (HCL), the sole do-
mestic copper miner, was 6 per
cent lower year-on-year.

Due to stagnant domestic ore
production, India’s copper con-
centrate imports have doubled
invalue terms toRs 26,000 crore

in 2023-24 from 2018-
- 19.

While India has large
copper deposits, they re-
quire extensive explo-
@ | rationbefore miningcan

long-term contracts
with copper mines, many of
which are in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), Chile,
and Peru. China controls half of
the world’s smelting and refin-
ing capacity.

Why mining matters

With the demand for cop-
per, led by electric vehicle (EV)
batteries and clean energy tech-
nologies, projected to outstrip
supply from mines by 2035,
countries such as India, China,
and the US are scrambling to se-
cure supply chains and
strengthen domestic capabili-
ties. The race for copper will
only intensify over the next
decade.

In the copper value chain,
ore is processed into concen-
trate, smelted into anode, and
refined into cathode — this is es-
sential to produce rods, sheets,
wires, and other industrial in-
puts.

While more recycling and
alternative battery chemistries
could ease pressure on primary
supply, mining remains critical
to meeting global demand.

India’s overseas focus

Copper is listed as a critical
mineral in India. Domestic ore
productionin 2023-24 was 3.78

commence. Globally it
takes up to 17 years on average
to operationalise a copper mine.
To meet demand in the short
term, India has been looking to
secure both greenfield and
brownfield mineral assets in
copper-rich countries such as
Zambia, Chile, and the DRC.
Deposits in these countries
are typically of higher grade than
in India - and because of their
extensive focus on mining, proj-
ects could develop faster.
However, investments in
overseas mineral assets carry
significant geopolitical risks.

Spotlight on Africa

The share of Africain the pro-
duction of critical minerals such
as copper, lithium, and natural
graphite is rising. “The continent
already accounts for 70 per cent
of global cobalt production and
16 per cent of global copper pro-
duction... The DRC is on course
to become the world’s second-
largest copper supplier by 2030,”
the International Energy Agency
(IEA) said in a report last year.

India has got the 9,000-sq-
km block in Zambia’s
Northwestern province on a gov-
ernment-to-government basis.
The Geological Survey of India
(GSI) will explore the land,
which is roughly six times the

size of Delhi. In the neighbour-
ing Copperbelt province, the
Vedanta Group owns alarge cop-
per mine.

Zambiais the seventh largest
producer of copper in the world.
(Chile, Peru and DRC are num-
bers 1, 2, and 3 respectively.)
Canada-based First Quantum
Minerals and China’s state-
owned Nonferrous Metal
Mining are among the largest
producers of copper in the coun-
try. India’s Ministry of Mines is
working through nodal officers
in the DRC, Tanzania,
Mozambique,and Rwanda to ac-
quire more critical mineral as-
sets for exploration, but compe-
tition from other countries will
remain fierce.

China and Trump

On February 25, President
Donald Trump signed an execu-
tive order to launch an investiga-
tion into “how copper imports
threaten America’s national se-
curity and economic stability”.

The White House fact sheet
noted that “Copper plays a vital
role in defense applications, in-
frastructure, and emerging tech-
nologies like clean energy, elec-
tric vehicles, and advanced
electronics”, and is the “Defense
Department’s second-most uti-
lized material”. Despite ample
copper reserves, however,
“America’s smelting and refining
capacity lags behind global com-
petitors like China, which con-
trols over 50 per cent of global
smelting”, and the US does not
figure in the top five countriesin
copper smelting capacity, the fact
sheet said. The probe, it said,
would identify the “vulnerabili-
ties in the [US] copper supply
chain”, and recommend poten-
tial tariffs, export controls, and in-
centives to raise production and
“enhance the resilience of
America’s domestic copper in-
dustry”. FULLREPORTON
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After successtul private landing on Moon, more missions to follow

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

AN AMERICAN private space company called
Firefly Aerospace successfully landed its
spacecraft on the Moon on Sunday;, the first
of several arrivals that the lunar surface is ex-
pecting this year.

Firefly’s Blue Ghost mission is the second
time that a private space company haslanded
on the Moon, after Intuitive Machines’
Odysseus spacecraft achieved this featlast year.

NASA is currently facilitating a host of pri-
vate missions to the Moon, as it tries to build a
larger ecosystem of space transportation com-
panies in anticipation of more frequent trav-
els to the celestial body in the coming years.

Probing the Moon
The first rounds of the private space mis-

sions are carrying a variety of scientific in-
struments, mostly those of NASA, to further
understanding of the Moon’s surface and its
surroundings.

Blue Ghost has taken 10 instruments that
will test robotic drilling technology, carry out
studies of the surface and sub-surface char-
acteristics, and explore dust mitigation
methods, among other things. These will be
operational for roughly one lunar day — or
about 14 Earth days.

On March 14, the mission is hoping to
capture high-definition images of a solar
eclipse on the Moon, with the Earth slated to
come between its satellite and the Sun. The
Blue Ghost mission does not have a rover to
move around on the Moon’s surface, mean-
ing that the payloads deployed from the lan-
der will remain static.

The spacecraft has landed some 20 de-
grees north of the lunar equator, on the side

Mamata claims voter fraud:
Can two electors have

identical EPIC numbers?

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has raised concerns over the in-
tegrity of the electoral roll.

Flagging several instances of electors
having identical Electors Photo Identity
Card (EPIC) numbers, the Trinamool
Congress chief last week accused the BJP
of using the Election Commission of India
to create fake voters for next year’s
Assembly elections in West Bengal.

The ECI on Sunday accepted that
some electors do have identical EPIC
numbers, but maintained that this does
not imply the existence of “fake voters”.

What are EPICs? How are they
allotted?

The Registration of Electors Rules, 1960
provides for an Electors Photo Identity Card
to be issued to all electors in order to pre-
vent impersonation. State governments
began issuing EPICs from 1993 onwards.

The EPICis only an identity document.
It does not give the holder the right to
vote, which is only available to those
whose names are in the electoral roll of
their constituency. An EPIC contains an
elector’s name, age, residence and any
particulars specified by the ECI; a photo-
graph of the elector; and the facsimile sig-
nature of the registration officer.

As per the ECI's Manual on Electoral
Rolls, 2023, “every EPICis issued under a
unique EPIC Number” — an alphanu-
meric series with three alphabetical
codes followed by a seven-digit number.
This number includes a Functional
Unique Serial Number (FUSN) for each
Assembly constituency.

Starting in 2017, EPICs have been is-
sued using the ECI's ERONET portal. The
2023 manual says that “a unique EPIC
Number is allotted to every elector”
whenever she is firstissued an EPIC. This
number remains constant even if a re-
placement identity document is issued
at a later stage.

So what is the TMC’s allegation, and
how has the ECl responded?

The TMC has said that many electors
have the same EPIC number, alleging that

Mamata during a party meetingin
Kolkata on February 27. Partha Paul

the BJP and EC were adding fake voters to
West Bengal's electoral rolls.

“After Maharashtra and Delhi, now
you (BJP) are targeting Bengal. We will
give you a befitting reply. Once again
‘khela hobe’,” Mamata said ataTMC event
in Kolkata last week, recalling her war cry,
“the game will be on”, of the last election.

The TMC on Monday doubled down
on this allegation, saying that non-resi-
dents were being brought into West
Bengal to cast their vote using dupli-
cated EPIC numbers.

The ECI on Sunday said that while
there were indeed duplicate EPIC num-
bers, this did not mean the existence of
fake voters. It said that before the ERONET
platform was introduced, different states
were using the same alphanumeric se-
ries for the EPIC cards issued by them.

This allowed for duplication of EPIC
numbers, although other details on the
identity document — name, address,
constituency and polling booth — would
be different.

According to the ECI, “irrespective of
the EPIC number, any elector can cast a
vote only at their designated polling sta-
tion in their respective Constituency in
their State/UT where they are enrolled in
the electoral roll and nowhere else”.

The Commission assured the dupli-
cation would be rectified soon. ECI
sources said that new EPIC numbers
would be issued to those with numbers
that have been duplicated.
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Why olive ridleys came to Odisha ne

SUJITBISOYI&ALIND CHAUHAN
BHUBANESWAR, NEW DELHI, MARCH 3

OLIVE RIDLEY turtles returned to the
Rushikulya rookery in Odisha’s Ganjam dis-
trict for a 10-day mass nesting event last
month after having stayed away last year.
Nearly seven lakh olive ridleys laid eggs at
the nesting ground between February 16 and
February 25. The number of turtles was more
than in 2023, when around 6.37 lakh laid
eggs in the same stretch of the Odisha coast.

Olive green shells

Olive ridleys (Lepidochelys olivacea) are
among the smallest and most abundant of
all sea turtles, which inhabit warm waters
of the Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian oceans.

Individuals of the species, which gets its
name from the characteristic heart-shaped,
olive green shells, can grow to about two

feetinlength, and weigh around 50 kg. The
turtles reach maturity around age 14, and
like other sea turtles, are likely long-lived.

Mass nesting behaviour

These marine reptiles are best known for
their unique mass nesting, known as arrib-
ada, Spanish for “arrival” — thousands of fe-
males swarm at the same beach to lay eggs.

Arribada nesting behaviour is typical of
the genus Lepidochelys, which includes the
Kemp’s ridley and olive ridley sea turtles.

More than 600,000 females could typi-
cally emerge from the sea over a period of
five to seven days to lay eggs in one-and-a-
half-foot-deep conical nests that they dig in
the beach sand with their hind flippers.

Biggest nesting in Odisha
Arribada nesting is seen only at a few

beaches. The largest olive ridley mass nest-

ing sites are at Rushikulya and Gahirmatha

of the Moon that always faces Earth. The site
is known to have been hit by a large asteroid
about three billion years ago.

Commercial private operators

Firefly is the third private operator to have
sent a Moon mission under a
special NASA program called
Commercial Lunar Payload
Services (CLPS). More than a
dozen space companies have

SPACE

the private sector to undertake complex
space missions. This is part of NASA’s larger,
and more ambitious, Artemis program that
aims to establish a long-term human pres-
ence on the Moon, exploit its natural re-
sources, and use it as a base for further ex-
ploration of deep space.

The first flight to Moon un-
der the CLPS initiative was
launched in January last year,
with Astrobotic Technologies

been contracted by NASA so far
to carry out scientific sorties to the Moon.
Although NASA will likely be sending the
majority of the payloads in these missions,
the companies are free to take payloads of
other parties such as universities, research
institutions, private corporations, and even
other countries.
CLPS is aimed at expediting the explo-
ration of the Moon, and building capacities in

sending its Peregrine mission.
The mission could not reach the Moon due
to technical problems.

Intuitive Machines’ Odysseus spacecraft,
launched just a month later, became the first
private mission to reach the Moon, although
its landing was not perfect. The spacecraft
was unable to slow down adequately before
landing, and at least one of its landing legs
broke on impact. But it still managed to stay

S ¥\l |50 ECONOMICS

upright, and relayed data back to the control
station.

Sunday’s landing of the Black Ghost mis-
sion was almost flawless, which prompted
Firefly Aerospace to claim that it had become
the first private company to “successfully”
land on the Moon.

The missions carried out so far have been
fairly straightforward, but future missions plan
to have rovers and return modules as well.

Heavy traffic to the Moon

The entry of private operators ensures a
greater frequency of trips to the Moon, and
consequently the deployment of a larger
number of scientific instruments. Even as
Blue Ghost landed on Sunday, the next CLPS
mission is already on its way with Intuitive
Missions launching its Athena spacecraft on
February 26. Athena is supposed to land at
the relatively unexplored southern pole of

the Moon on March 6.

A Japanese private mission is also on its
way to the Moon right now. The Hakuto-R
Mission 2, by a company called ispace Inc,
was launched by the same SpaceX rocket as
Blue Ghost in a unique double Moonshot on
January 15. It is taking a different, more en-
ergy-efficient route to the Moon, and is
scheduled to land in May or June.

Japan’s first and only successful Moon
landing mission, called SLIM, had also taken
a similar extended route last year. Hakuto-R
has a lander called Resilience and a rover
called Micro. Hakuto-R’s first mission in 2023
had been unsuccessful.

There could be a few more Moon land-
ings this year, though their schedules are not
firmed up yet. Astrobotic Technologies has
planned to send its mission later this year,
and Intuitive Machines might also launchiits
third mission, IM-3, by the year-end.

India’s agriculture exports

Farm exports have posted above-average growth, with basmati rice, spices, coffee and tobacco shipments
set to cross new highs in 2024-25. But imports, especially of pulses and edible oils, have surged too

HARISH DAMODARAN

INDIA'S AGRICULTURE exports have risen 6.5%,
from $35.2 billion in April-December 2023 to
$37.5 billion in April-December 2024. That’s
more than the 1.9% overall increase in the coun-
try’s merchandise exports for this period.
That said, the difference is even starker in
imports. While India’s total goods imports
during April-December 2024 were 7.4% up
over April-December 2023, there was an 18.7%
rise in imports of farm produce (from $24.6
billion to $29.3 billion) for the same period.
The agricultural trade surplus has thus re-
duced from $10.6 billion in April-December
2023-24 to $8.2 billion for the corresponding
nine months of the current fiscal (April-March).

Narrowing surplus

Indiais a net agri-commodities exporter,
with the value of its outward shipments con-
sistently exceeding imports (see chart).

However, the trade surplus, which peaked
at$27.7 billionin 2013-14, shrunk to $8.1 bil-
lion by 2016-17.It rose thereafter to $20.2 bil-
lionin 2020-21, before falling to $16 billion in
2023-24.1tis set to further decline this fiscal.

The expansion or narrowing of the sur-
plus has largely to do with exports.

These dipped during the initial years of
the Narendra Modi-led government, from
$43.3 billion in 2013-14 to $35.6 billion in
2019-20, even as imports climbed from $15.5
billion to $21.9 billion. This was linked to a
crash in international commodity prices.

The UN Food and Agriculture
Organization’s(FAO)food price index (base pe-
riod: 2014-16=100) plunged from an average
of 119.1 to 96.4 points between 2013-14 and
2019-20. Low world prices made India’s agri-
cultural exports less cost competitive, and its
farmers more vulnerable to cheaper imports.

But the supply disruptions post the Covid-
19 pandemic and the Russian invasion of
Ukraine led to a global price recovery. As the
benchmark FAO index soared to an average of
133.1in2021-22 and 140.6 pointsin 2022-23,
India’s agri exports surged to $50.2 billionand
$53.2 billionin these respective years. With the
index easing somewhat after that, to 121.5 in
2023-24and 123.4in2024-25 (April-January),
exports, too, have come off their all-time-highs.

Drivers of exports

The accompanying tables show India’s
top agricultural export and import items by
dollar value.

Female olive ridleys on the beach in Rushikulya in
Ganjam district last month. Video grab/Express

AGRI EXPORTS & IMPORTS ($ MN), 2012-13 70 2023-24

| 2022-23
Marine products | 8,077.98
Basmati rice | 4,787.65
Non-basmatirice | 6,356.71
Spices 3,785.36
Buffalo meat | 3,193.69
Tobacco 1,213.39
Sugar | 5,770.83
Fruits & Vegetables |  1,791.05
ProcessedF&V | 141759
Coffee | 114618
Oil meals | 1,601.72
Oilseeds | 1,337.69
Castor oil | 1,265.64
Raw cotton 78143
Wheat | 152046
Other cereals 1,194.07

53,153.55

Source: Department of Commerce

35,686.2 32,

TOPEXPORTS ($ MN)

N
M Exports Imports o o ©
o n pos
™ 0 <
o Q ar Q N 2
< o 0 o] < ~
(02] N ™ e < 1o} o
ol ™ m ol ™ o
™ m ™ ™
o
N N =
N N
2012-13 ’'13-14 ’14-15 ’'15-16 '16-17 ’17-18 ’18-19 ’'19-20 '20-21 '21-22 ’'22-23 '23-24
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7,372.00 5,852.32 5,678.65
5,843.30 3,971.13 4,322.59
4,573.41 3,347.46 4,404.98
4,248.56 2,909.24 3,158.63
3,743.26 2,758.42 292714
1,449.54 1,110.56 1,530.59
2,824.74 1,990.20 1,476.44
2,037.58 1,362.94 1,348.73
1,624.22 1,149.56 1,324.20
1,286.28 876.84 1,247.06
1,713.98 1,227.04 1,017.14
1,437.02 1,031.50 1,009.38
1,071.55 77140 854.52
1,116.52 626.29 575.74
56.74 35.35 144
517.79 454.60 191.29

48,821.67

870.03

35,195.24

TOPIMPORTS (S MN)

24,641.45

37479.83

2022-23 2023-24 |Apr-Dec2023| Apr-Dec2024

Vegetable oils 20,837.7 14,871.66 11,638.03 13,518.96
Pulses 1,943.89 3,746.78 2,467.93 3,789.75
Fresh fruits 2,483.95 2,734.97 2,032.64 2,230.2
Cashew 1,805.67 1,431.39 1,193.04 1,414.36
Spices 1,336.65 1,455.57 1,123.81 1,220.61
Raw cotton 1,438.69 598.66 498.81 918.69
Natural rubber 937.6 739.18 554.15 875.7

29,251.41

The No. 1 export commodity, marine
products, has registered a drop from $7.8 bil-
lion in 2021-22 and $8.1 billion in 2022-23
to $7.4 billion in 2023-24. The fall has per-
sisted in the ongoing fiscal as well.

India’s marine exports — of which frozen

Gahirfnatha
Bhubaneswar l
®
ODISHA

=

| Rushikulya

(in Kendrapara district) in Odisha, followed
by beaches in Mexico and CostaRica. Experts
say Rushikulya and Gahirmatha make for
ideal mass nesting sites due to favourable
weather conditions, warm sandy beaches,
and an undisturbed coastal ecosystem.
Marine scientist Pratap Mohanty of
Dharanidhar University, Keonjhar, who

studied the nesting behaviour of the turtles
when he was with the Department of
Marine Sciences at Berhampur University,
said the mass nesting at Rushikulya mostly
occurs to the north of the Rushikulya river
mouth — where conditions in the nearshore
water and beach sand are favourable both
before and during the nesting event.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

shrimp accounts for roughly two-thirds —are
mainly to the US (34.5% share in 2023-24),
China (19.6%), and the European Union (14%).
With the US being the biggest market, any
move by President Donald Trump to impose
tariffs can further hurt Indian seafood exports.

The turtles prefer beaches with a mild
slope, medium width, and a greater percent-
age of medium sand with low salinity, Prof
Mohanty said. “Lower wind speed, low to
moderate waves, and moderate south-west-
ward current before nesting are conducive
for the turtles to inhabit the coastal watersin
large numbers. During the mass nesting, en-
hancement in wind speed generates rela-
tively higher wave height, helping the sea
turtles to move to the beach,” he said.

Larger numbers this year

The Odisha coast typically witnesses ar-
ribada in the first quarter of the year. The ar-
rivals in large numbers this year could be
due to several factors, experts said.

Sunny Khokhar, adivisional forest officer
in Berhampur, said absence of rain this
February would have meant less erosion, cre-
ating sufficient space near the river mouth
for the turtles to nest in large numbers.

Sugar has also taken a hit, with exports
more than halving from $5.8 billion in 2022-
23 to0 $2.8 billionin 2023-24. Its exports, and
also that of wheat (from $2.1 billion in 2021-
22 and $1.5 billionin 2022-23 to hardly any-
thing since), have suffered from government
restrictions following concerns over domes-
tic availability and food inflation.

Exportsofrice have continued toboom. That
includes non-basmati, on which the various
curbs — from an outright ban on whitericetoa
20% duty on parboiled grain shipments — have
been gradually lifted. The ban on brokenrice ex-
ports remains, but the value of non-basmati
shipments is still poised to be quite close to its
$6.1-64 billion highs of 2021-22 and 2022-23.

Exports of basmati rice — and also spices,
coffee and tobacco — are likely to scale new
records in 2024-25. Drought in Brazil and ty-
phoon activity in Vietnam have given a boost
to coffee exports from India. Crop failures in
Brazil and Zimbabwe have, likewise, bene-
fitted Indian tobacco exporters. India has also
consolidated its position as the world’s lead-
ing exporter of basmati rice, chilli, mint prod-
ucts, cumin, turmeric, coriander, fennel, etc.

Drivers of imports

India’s agricultural imports are dominated
by two commodities: Edible oils and pulses.

Imports of pulses had come down con-
siderably — from $3.9 billionin 2015-16 and
$4.2 billion in 2016-17 to an average of $1.7
for the five years ending 2022-23 — on the
back of increased domestic production. That
underwent a reversal with a poor crop in
2023-24. The current fiscal could end with
imports crossing $5 billion for the first time.

Inedible oils, the outgo during 2024-25 is
expected to be the highest after 2021-22($19
billion) and 2022-23 ($20.8 billion), which
was basically courtesy of the war in Ukraine
that drove up global prices.

In spices, India is both an exporter and an
importer.In 2023-24, India’s imports of pep-
per (34,028 tonnes) and cardamom (9,084
tonnes) exceeded its corresponding exports
of 17,890 tonnes and 7,449 tonnes. In other
words, it was a net importer of these two tra-
ditional plantation spices. This, even asit has
become a preeminent exporter of chilli and
other non-traditional seed spices.

As far as cotton goes, the Bt revolution —
the planting of genetically modified hybrids —
turned India into the world’s second largest ex-
porter after the US. The country’s cotton ex-
ports were valued at $4.3 billion, $3.7 billion
and $3.6 billionin2011-12,2012-13 and 2013-
14 respectively. That has collapsed to $781.4
millionin2022-23 and $1.1 billionin 2023-24.

During April-December 2024, India’s cot-
ton exports were, at $575.7 million, not only
8.1%lower than for the same period of 2023,
but its imports of $918.7 million were up
84.2%. Thus, from an exporter, India is today

anet importer of cotton.

sting ground in larger numbers this year

“A second reason is the beach gradient,
the slope of a beach from the top to the wa-
ter’s edge, which s less this year compared
to previous years,” Khokhar said.

Basudev Tripathy, a senior scientist at
the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI)in Pune,
agreed that Rushikulya beach provided
enough space for large numbers of olive ri-
dleys this year. Gahirmatha too, might wit-
ness mass nesting soon, Dr Tripathy said.

The fact that the nesting had taken place
in mid-February could help more eggs to
hatch, Dr Tripathy said. “The eggs will hatch
around 50 days from now. Fewer eggs will
be lost due to high temperatures and coastal
erosion. The later the nesting takes place,
the more the eggs that are lost to erosion,
which intensifies in April,” he said.

Asked about the absence of arribada in
2024, Dr Tripathy said: “In some years, sea
turtles do skip nesting. We do not know the
exact reason for this.”
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Department of Higher Education,
Haryana

Advertisement for the position of Vice Chancellor,
Chaudhary Devi Lal University, Sirsa

Applications on the prescribed form or nominations with bio-data of the
candidate are invited for the position of Vice Chancellor of Chaudhary
Devi Lal University, Sirsa. Applicant or the nominated person should be
an Indian national, a reputed academician (minimum 10 years
experience as Professor or equivalent in a reputed organization) with
administrative experience and leadership qualities. In addition, the
person should possess high level of capability, honesty and institutional
commitment so as to achieve excellence in all spheres.

Availability of application form: www.highereduhry.com

Applications or nominations to be sent at: applicationvel23 @ gmail.com
Last date for receipt of applications or nominations: 15.03.2025.

Director
Department of Higher Education, Haryana
Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5, Panchkula

Department of Higher Education,
Haryana

Advertisement for the position of Vice Chancellor,
Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya
Khanpur Kalan (Sonepat)

Applications on the prescribed form or nominations with bio-data of the
candidate are invited for the position of Vice Chancellor of Bhagat Phool
Singh Mahila Vishwavidyalaya Khanpur Kalan (Sonipat). Applicant or the
nominated person should be an Indian national, a reputed academician
(minimum 10 years experience as Professor or equivalent in a reputed
organization) with administrative experience and leadership qualities. In
addition, the person should possess high level of capability, honesty and

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement System

Princlpal Chief Materals Manager, Morthern Rallway, Mew Dealhi-110001, for and
on behalfof the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system
For suipply of the Tallowing ilems:-

5, | Tender = = : Closing

el I Erief Description | Oty. o
AR BRAKE HOSE COUPLING| 34968

1. | 05252224 SUPPORT Mos 24032025

Mote:- 1. Vendors may visil the IREPS websile .o, wawireps.gov.in for details.

2. Mo manual offerwill ba antariainad.
Tender Notice No.: 102/2024-2025 Dated: 03.03.2025 GB1/2025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

= =

() g e &

i RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
W, rhiorg.in

Premises Department, Central Office, Mumbai

Motice inviting Expression of Interest

| Reserve Bank of India invites Expression of Interest (Eol) from Construction |
Agencles/Companies/Firms for empanelment of prospective Design and Build
IDB] Developers for the Bank's Construction Projects on Design-Build basis under
categories upto Y300 cr, T300 cr to T600 cr, 7600 cr to T1000 or & 71000 cr to T1600cr.

For full detads as well as for downloading the Eol document/&pplicatian form, please
visit our website at www.rbi.org.in under the link Tenders and www.dgciskol.gov.in
under the link of Indian Trade Journal. The Eol document will be avaiable for
downioading from February 26, 2025 to March 12, 20@5

Tha lasl dabé for sutsmission of duly filed applications |s March 12, 2025 upla 03:00 P
Further informationicomigendum/addendum if any, will be uploaded on the Bank's
wobsite and will nol be published in any newspaper,

The Bank reserves the-right to reject any or all the applications for this Eol

Mumbai Chief General Manager-in-Charge

“Don't getl cheated by E-mails/5MSs/Calls promising you money.”

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
3 March 2016
Effective operations from CRPF had created an
atmosphere of panic and frustration in the maoist

cadres. To reclaim lost reputation the Maoists

attacked troops of CoBRA 208 Bn CRPF when its

2 . troops had penetrated into the bastion of Maoists in

Veer Balidani |the jungles of Dubbamarka & Potakpalli PS Kistaram

L Constable Distt. Sukma Chattisgarh. The maoists attacked with
axman Purty ’ . ’

208 CoBRA~ |an overwhelming strength in a formidably advanta-

Bn. geous position but the troops of CRPF had nerves of

14-5-1989 To |steel and roared with their might. After an encounter

4-3-2016 lasting for several hours and the troops of CRPF

repulsing the attack even when outnumbered, the maoists found it in
their best interest to run for their lives. In this encounter two jawans,
CT/GD Laju N.S and CT/GD Fatte Singh Kudopa laid down their lives
for the nation the same day while CT/GD Laxman Purty succumbed
to his injuries the next day attaining martyrdom. These bravehearts
did not let down the hopes that this nations has from them.

4 March 2004

On this day, troops of 16 Battalion of CRPF launched
an operation against insurgents in Dasapara, PS
Manikpur, Bongaigaon. A fierce encounter ensued,
with troopers advancing under heavy fire,
eliminating two insurgents. Leading the assault,
Constable Jagtar Singh sustained severe injuries but
fought gallantly, playing a key role in the operation’s
success. He later succumbed to his wounds, attaining
martyrdom. His courage remains an inspiration to all.
Honouring his supreme sacrifice, he was
posthumously awarded the President’s Police Medal
for Gallantry.

i

3 =
Veer Balidani
Constable
Laxman Purty
208 CoBRA
Bn.
14-5-1989 To
4-3-2016

WESTERN RAILWAY

VARIOUS MATERIALS SUPPLY

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE No. 5/13/2025 Date 28.02.2025
5N Short Description of item Quantity | T.O.0,
106 | Supply of fully assemblad Fiat bogia 20 Mos | 26-Mar-25
107 | Flexitshe poly vinyl chlonde (PVEC) flooning sheeting rols 11051 Nos | 27-Mar-25
108 | Dumg valve GYWI12-ESRA for the use of the dese brake | 248 Nos | 27-Mar-25

Syatem of LHB Coaches, fbem confirming o Part
Mo 64 108/0080024 of Mz Knorr Bremse MAKE
108 | Punchad grid parmanent field doverder resistance (RPS) 20 Mos | 27-Mar-25
110 | BL swileh complets 160 Mos | 27-Mar-25
111 | Supply, installation and commissioning of retrg 52 Set| 28-Mar-25
fitment of revisad WP
112 | Traction modor wound Siator assembly and 4 Mos | 31-Mar-25
Folor assambly
113 | Engine: AR-C18 a5 per calerpillar 1 Mos | 31-Mar-25
114 | High Capacity Side Buffer 15 KJ 416 Mos | Gi-Apr-25
115 | BA00 mm over nding Curved Switches 1 in 8.5, BG, 71 Sel | D2-Apr-25
52 Kg. Rail
Regarding detaided notice EMD, Purchase restrictions-and detalbed tender conditions.,
pleasa visl websie wew. ireps.gov.in and wrindianrailway s.gov.in, 1141

Like us on: [[] facebook comMWestarnRly « Follow us on: EA X .com/WesternRly

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Englneer SWD, Dasarahalli fona, BEMP

EE Oth Floor, Jayanagara Shopping Complex, 4th Block,
Jayananar, Benpakure-560 011

No.EE/SWD/IDHZTEND/01/2024-25

Date: 03.03.2025

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)

(Through KPP Portal only) TWO COVER SYSTEM

1. The Executive Engineer SWD-Dasarahalli Zone, BBME Bangalore
invites tenders from eligible Contractors registered in Bruhat Bangalore

&4 SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LIMITED

e-Procurement Tender Notice (Paper Notification)

TGSPDCL intends to float tender for procurement of (a) Single phase (5-30)A Electronic Energy
Meter IRDA & DLMS with and without Box (b) 220V DC Numerical Relays (c) 11KV Feeder CTS 400-
200/1-1A(d) 33KV CTs 600-300/1-1-1A(e) 11 KV CTs 900-450/1-1-0.577A(f) 11KV and 33KV Indoor
CTs of various ratios (g) 11KV Polymer Insulators (C&T) (h) 33KV Polymer Insulators (B&S) (1)33KV
Polymer Pin Insulators with Gl Pins (j) 11KV Post Type Insulators (k) 11KV 200A (TT) GOAB Switches
with Post type Insulators (I) 11KV 3 Ph HG Fuse Sets with Solid Core Insulators on e-procurement
platform. For further details of each item above, please visit www.tgsouthernpower.org,

Mahanagara Palike or equivalent registration with CPWD/KPWD/
Railways/ MES /Mational Highway or any State Government Organizations
forthe construction of works detailed in the table below. The Tenderers are
advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 3 of
the Instructions to Tenderer's to qualify for award of the contract (Standard
Tender Document - KW4). 2, Tender documents may be downloaded from

institutional commitment so as to achieve excellence in all spheres.
Preference will be given to women applicants.
Availability of application form: www.highereduhry.com
Applications or nominations to be sent at: applicationve123@gmail.com
Last date for receipt of applications or nominations: 15-03-2025
Director General
Department of Higher Education, Haryana
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Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5, Panchkula

Department of Higher Education,
Haryana

Advertisement for the position of Vice Chancellor,
Indira Gandhi University, Meerpur (Rewari)

Applications on the prescribed form or nominations with bio-data of
the candidate are invited for the position of Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi University, Meerpur (Rewari). Applicant or the nominated
person should be an Indian national, a reputed academician (minimum
10 years experience as Professor or equivalent in a reputed
organization) with administrative experience and leadership qualities.
In addition, the person should possess high level of capability, honesty
and institutional commitment so as to achieve excellence in all
spheres.

Auvailability of application form: www.highereduhry.com
Applications or nominations to be sent at: applicationvel23@gmail.com
Last date for receipt of applications or nominations: 15:03.2025

Director Higher Education, Haryana
Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5, Panchkula

Department of Higher Education,
Haryana

Advertisement for the position of Vice Chancellor,
Chaudhary Ranbir Singh University, Jind

Applications on the prescribed form or nominations with bio-data of
the candidate are invited for the position of Vice Chancellor of
Chaudhary Ranbir Sing University, Jind. Applicant or the nominated
person should be an Indian national. reputed academician (minimum
10 years experience as Professor or equivalent in reputed organization)
with administrative experience and leadership qualities. addition, the
person should possess high level of capability, honesty and institution
commitment so as to achieve excellence in all spheres.

Availability of application form: www.highereduhry.com
Applications or nominations to be sent at: applicationvel23@gmail.com
Last date for receipt of applications or nominations: 15:03.2025

Director
Department of Higher Education, Haryana
Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5, Panchkula

Department of Higher Education,

Haryana
Advertisement for the position of Vice Chancellor,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar National Law University, Rai (Sonipat)

Applications on the prescribed form or nominations with bio-data of
the candidate are invited for the position of Vice Chancellor of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar National Law University, Rai (Sonipat). Applicant or
the nominated person should be an Indian national, a reputed
academician (minimum 10 years experience as Professor or equivalent
in a reputed organization) with administrative experience and
leadership qualities. In addition, the person should possess high level
of capability, honesty and institutional commitment so as to achieve
excellence in all spheres.

Auvailability of application form: www.highereduhry.com
Applications or nominations to be sent at: applicationvel23@gmail.com
Last date for receipt of applications or nominations: 15:03.2025

Director General
Department of Higher Education. Haryana
Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5, Panchkula

Department of Higher Education,

Haryana
Advertisement for the position of Vice Chancellor,

Gurugram University Gurugram
Applications on the prescribed form or nominations with bio-data of
the candidate are invited for the position of Vice Chancellor of
Gurugram University Gurugram. Applicant or the nominated person
should be an Indian national, a reputed academician (minimum 10
years experience as Professor or equivalent in a reputed organization)
with administrative experience and leadership qualities. In addition,
the person should possess high level of capability, honesty and
institutional commitment so as to achieve excellence in all spheres.
Auvailability of application form: www.highereduhry.com
Applications or nominations to be sent at: applicationvel23@gmail.com
Last date for receipt of applications or nominations: 15:03.2025

Director
Department of Higher Education, Haryana
Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5, Panchkula

Department of Higher Education,

Haryana
Advertisement for the position of Vice Chancellor,
Maharshi Valmiki Sanskrit University, Kaithal

Applications on the prescribed form or nominations with bio-data of the
candidate are invited for the position of Vice Chancellor of Maharshi
Valmiki Sanskrit University, Kaithal. Applicant or the nominated person
should be an Indian national. a reputed academician (minimum 10 years
experience as Professor or equivalent in a reputed organization) with
administrative experience and leadership qualities. In addition, the person
should possess high level of capability, honesty and institutional
commitment so as to achieve excellence in all spheres. Preference will be
given to an eminent Sanskrit scholar devoted to deliver for the cause of
upliftment of Sanskrit language and literature.

Availability of application form: www.highereduhry.com

Applications or nominations to be sent at: applicationvel23@gmail.com

Last date for receipt of applications or nominations: 15:03.2025

Director General
Department of Higher Education, Haryana

No. 32595/HRY Shiksha Sadan, Sector-5, Panchkula
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BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer (Bangalore South Constituency)
Lakes Division, Room No. 309, 3rd Floor, New Building, BBMP,
N.R.Square, Bengaluru-02.

Mo, EE-BSC(Lakes)/TN-12/2024-25 Date: 03.03.2025
SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Only through GoK KPP Portal)

The Executive Engineer, Bangalore South Constituency, Lakes Division,
BBMPF, Bengaluru on behalf the Commissioner, BBMP invites Tenders
from eligible contractors registered in BBMP or equivalent registration
with CEWD / KPWD [ Railways / MES / National Highway or any State
Govt. Organisations for the following works.

sl

il Name of the Work

Development of Chikkabegur Lake by constructing wetland areas,
increasing storage capacity of lake through desilting and removal
siush, sewage diversion drain, water body protection, other allied
works.

Value of work : Rs. 801.00 lakhs. EMD - Rs. 8,01,000/-

Stipulated Penod of Completion : 11 months.
Calendar of Events: (1) Tender documents may be downiocaded
from KPP Portal hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 06.03.2025.
(2) Date of Pre-bid meeting: 15.03.2025 at 3.00 PM in the office of the
CE (FECC), Room No. 307, 3rd Floor, Annex-2 Building, BBMP,
N.R. Square, Bengaluru-560002. (3) Last date & time for receipt of
tenders: 25.03.2025 upto 16.00 hrs. (4) Date of opening of Technical bid
document. 27.03.2025 at 16.30 hrs. Further details may be obtained
from the above office during office hours or from KPP Portal
https.//kppp.karnataka.gowv.in Sd/- Executive Engineer
Bangalore South Constituency, Lakes Division, BEMP

regularly visil werwline ps.gov.n [oparicipabe o all lenders

Tendar Notice No.: e-Tendern/2025/08 for and an behall of President of India, lhe
Divisional Railway Manager (Engg. ), South Eastern Railway, Kharagpur-721307
invites e-Tender for the following works before 15.00 hrs. on the date menboned
againat items and will be opened at 15.30 hrs.; 5i. No.; Tender Mo.; Description of
work; Tender Value; Earmest Money ; [1); E-KGP-EAST-16-2025; Execution of
works of Howrah-Kharagpur-TSR{P)-65. 408 TEm under the jurisdiction of
DENEASTIRGP | 312.20,78,409.22; ¥7 8040000, (2); E-KGP-EAST-17-2025:
Exaculion of waorks of Howrah-Kharagpur-TRE(P)-456.048 THm undar the jursdiction
of DEMEASTIRGP ; T1,82,57.452.80; 7241 600.00; (3); E-KGP-South-11-2025:
Manufacturing and Supply of Aluming Thesmic welding portions of &0 KgB0 UTS rails
(613 Mos. Joints) and 60 Ko'el ELRZE0 grade rails (2806 Nos, ) as approved by
ROSO and welding In-siu with single shot crucible as per IR Specification in
conmection with frack renswal and maintenance work in Kharagpur divisicn under he
jurisdiction of Sr. DEN (South)/KGPF. (Total 350% Jointa) | ¥79. 33, 185.80;
£1,58,700.00; (4); E-KGP-HQ-06-2025; Execulion of Through Rail Renewal {Primary)
e, TRRIP) of 8.25 Tr. Km. in the section of Panskura-Haldla section under fhe
jurisdictean ol ADENTambuk, ; 31,11,24,496,48; 12,05 600.00; {5); E-KGP-WEST-03-
2025, P Way works for strenglhening and mainbenance of rack & olber miscallangous
works at KGP-TATA section for PWLHGH & PWIGLID under the |ursdiction of
ADENGUhargram | %3,58,04,480.73; ¥3.20.000.00, (6); E-KGP-WEST-04-2025
P.Way works For strenglhening and mainienance of frack & other miscellaneous works
at KGF-TATA section for PWUJGM under the |urisdiction of ADENSJhargram

¥3,06,86,337.47; T3 05.400.00; (T}, E-KGP-WEST-05-2025: Construction of 03 Mos.
Gate Goomty at LE Gate KA-3, KAS and KY-11 (consisting of 3 rooms of sized. 2
3Am, 3 2mx 3.1m, 2.5m x 3. 1m}, 01 Mo Gate Lodge of size 4.2m x 3. 1m, at KY-11 and
{12 Mos. Electrical Rooms of size 2.5m = 3. 1m at KA&3, KA-9 and KY-11 in conneciion
with inferlocking of LG Gates under th junsdiction of DENWWesUHGP. ; Y61,28,916.00;
¥1,22,600.00; (8); E-HGP-EAST-1B-2025; Exacution of work of Painting of Steal
Struciures at different Coaching Maintenance Sheds at Sanfragachl, Tiklapara &
Fadrnapukur under the jurisdiction of DEN/EASTHGP (2nd call) | 946 17 580,00
£1,98 . 400,00, (9); E-KGP-EAST-19-2025; Exgcubion of work of Mecheda © Increasing
of CSL af UIP Main, Middha ling, LIP Loop (L MNo.-8) & Commaon Loop (LMo -8 wnder
the junsdiction of DENEASTIKGP; 13,27 68,955.69;, T3,13,900.00; (10),;
E-KGP-HQ-0T-202%5. Mulation of Raiway land, duly converling the dwnership defalks,
survey of mutated Rabway land and supply of Radlway land boundary maps in
Kharagpur -:"l-.-'lr"nn a% Tamduk-Digha secton on Purba f'..'lpdlnn:-ur |:I.-== rict wnder the
qu!h_ _1;:11_1:_.;5 F::eﬁ.rlmn o rr-..; Wk n' fr‘-rnu—gh Flrlmgq HF-ne.wal & TFF'E of ?EI ‘,?g-::_.
Tr Km i Rupsa-Ranital section under ADENBLS,, $61,353,30245; ¥1,22.700,.00
Tender Document Cost . 20,00 (for 51, Mo, 110 11). Date of apening : 10032025 {for
Sl Mo, 1), 130350025 (for 51 Mo, 2 8 3y, 1803/2025 {lor 31 Mo 4 o 7)), 20052025
ifor 51 Mo, B 1o 11} Completion period of the work : 12 months (for 51 Ne, 2, 3,9
and 11); 18 manths (for S8 No. 1, 7 & 10); 8 moenths (for S Mo, 4); 15 months (for S
Mo. 5 & BY & months {for 810 Mo, 8) ; Bidding Start Date : For 5. Mo. 1 from
240272025 and up fo 1500 hrs. on 10003/2025; For 81 No. 2 fo 3 from 2770212025
arsd up 1o 1500 hes. on 13/0372025; For 51, No. 4 to T from 050312025 and up Lo
15:00 hrs. on 190302025, For 81, No. B ta 11 from 0eM3/2025 and up o 15:00 ks, on
2000352025, Interested tenderers may visit weabsite wew lrepa.govin for full
dedails/dascriptions/specifications of the fenders and submit their bids online. In no
case manual fenders for thess works will ba accapiod. N.B.: Prospective bidders may
(PR-1187T)

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

www.tender.telangana.gov.in. Sd/-
Phone: 040-23431360, 1033, 1035, 1026
R.0.No.: 1067-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2024-25, Date:03.03.2025

CHIEF ENGINEER (P&MM)

Office of the Resident Commissioner

Govt. of Jharkhand, Jharkhand Bhawan,
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi — 110057

Corrigendum

Please refer to Notice No. PR 346582 (Cabinet)
24-25 D dated 18.02.25 regarding Facility Management
Services at New Jharkhand Bhawan, Bangla Sahib Lane,
New Delhi.
Sr. No. 05 of above notice 18 hereby modified as
follows:-
“ Date & Time of opening of technical bad — 08.03,.20235,
11.00 AM™

Rest will remain the same,

| PR 347653 Cabinet(24-25#D Chief Administrative Officer

CONSTRUCTION/REPAIR
WORKS IN RANGIYA

DIVISION

L GOVERNMENT (0) WS N \Y:Wl CORRIGENDUM |y o

Government of Karnataka KPPP (Karnataka Public Procurement Portal)
website hitps://kppp.karnalaka.gov.in under login of Contractors from
05.03.2025. 3. Other details can be seen in the tender document.

Sl Name of the Work/Approximate value of work (Rs in Lakhs)/

No. EMD amount in Rs.

Expansion/Widening of narrow water vents for construction of U-
shape drain, Box Drain and culverts/Bridges to storm water
i |drains at various locations in Dasarahalli Constituency of
Dasarahalli zone "Package DHZ-01" (Project No. 16, 17, 18 and
19). Approximate Value of work (Rs. in Lakhs) : 179.20/-, EMD
:Rs. 2,68,800.00.

Calender of events :

1) Pre-Bid Meeting is on 12.03.2025 at 15.00 hours at Office of the
Executive Engineer SWD, Dasarahalli Zone, BBMP Sth Floor Jayanagar
Shopping complex, 4th Block Jayanagara, Bangalore- 560011,
2) Last Date for receipt of Tenders is on 24.03.2025 up lo 16.00 hours.
3) Date of Opening of the bid is on 25.03.2025 by 16.30 hours or next
working day. 4) Date of Opening of the financial bid will be intimated to
technically qualified contractor/ successiul bidder in KPP portal.

3d/- Executive Engineer, (SWD Dasarahalli Zone), BBMP.

Bongaigaon Jn.-Goalpara Town-
Kamakhya Jn, [DN&SLFCTR{P}-

OLD NATURE OF WEBSITE OF | NODAL OFFICER/
Tender Notice No.. B3-ENGG- sR. | NAME OF EI?TA;{D/ CORP/ | REFERENCE/ CORRIGENDUM THE BOARD CONTACT
. % s AT 0P- No. NIT NO. CORP/AUTH | DETAILS/EMAIL
; ated:
K - - | THE BALLABGARH COOP. THE LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION WAS
5 - Ti invi
2025; E-Tender are invil 'fid by . | MILK PRODUCERS UNION MP]Z 22“;'(%25025/ 25.02.2025 AT 10:30 HRS. OD FURTHER EXTENDED UP TO Cindio o 9968604717
the undersigned for the following LIMITED, MILK PLANT HBC 42017 | | 17:03.2025 AT 10:30 HRS.HIRING OF ROAD MILK TANKER Www VIO | b Ib@gmail.com
wirk, SM- 1; Brief Description BALLABGARH e — =
: THE BALLABGARH COOP. THE LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION WAS
of ltem: Construction/Repair of , | MILK PRODUCERS UNION MPFé/ ?62»:(%;;5025/ 25.02.2025 AT 10:30 HRS. OD FURTHER EXTENDED UP TO india o 9968604717
road against the work:- New LIMITED,MILK PLANT - 17.03.2025 AT 10:30 HRS.SUPPLY OF DAHI CULTURE | WWWIRINGAR-OTEIN | (b 1h @gmail.com
BALLABGARK _HBC_ 428017 1

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

No- 32590/HRY

5370 Tkm for removal of O mark
rails. Tender Value:
T1.32,27,580.80/- Earnest
Money T2 16.100/-, Date & tima
of closing of tendar at 15:00
hrs. on 24-03-2025 and opening
of tender on 24-03-2025 after
closing Far complete
information with the tender
document of above e-tendar will
be available in websile http://
WwWw.Ireps.gov.in.

DRM (Works), Rangiya
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(& NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Servimg Cusinmars With & Sedle

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice
The Dy, Chief Material Manager, North
Western Railway, Wagon Stores
Depotl, Loco Workshop, Ajmer-

EEERREER G TE T b

A1 HE9 4], INETE 4] 9= 9HE § 2 FHA 2] Fﬁqj ¥ 9= F1 A S EEr e |
T W e apfEt & giaa e e §
it e, WS S WA, G, Y d S T o e S i uie S|

i feri—05 /03 / 2025 I 10:00 goi TAIE |

B0 /-
ag |~"]&!IH5 !:Iﬁl!l'ﬂT !:l}
g, e o
HEE, T |

305001 far and on babkalf of Prasdant

of India invites Open E-Tender Mo,
432251400 on wwareps.govin site
as lallows. This E-Tender Will ba
closed al 14.25 Hrs, No.1 Tender Mo.
432251400); Brief Description: Sef of
prefabricated body Side walls, End
wealls, Flap doors & Crib angle (Cold
ralled formed section) as per RDS0

Mumbai Port Authority

E-auction in Two Cover system through GeM Portal are invited by FA&ZCAO, MbPA for the “Sale of Duty
Credit Scrip” issued by DGFT under Service Export From India Scheme (SEIS) as detailed balow:,

E-AUCTION NOTICE

specification No WD-16-BOXNR- E-auction No. : 19061
2010 (Rev.1) of june 2016 and . ;
AriBRARAE Mo, 15 af Debambar Sl. Scrip Port of Value Date of Start/Bid Floor
2018 O T , No. No. Registration (Rs.) Issue/Validity Date Price

i Quantity: 12 Seis; Unlt: Set; 1 2 7 (4 5 6
Due Date: 11.03.25; (1) Interested (1) (2) (3) ) (5) (6)
Tandarars may visit the website for full 1 | Mumbai Port | BombaySea | 18,4594,515.00 20/01/2025 85% of
details’description/specification/EMD Authority (INBOM1) 19/01/2026 Column (4)
& tender cost elc. All tendarers ara 03110405686
raquestad o obtain digital signaluras "
and get them registered on above site Z | Mumbai Port E_ﬂi'l"ltlEl‘;" sea | 24,54.21,160.70 2000172025 5% of
and quote electronically only, {2) Far Authaority (INBOM1) 189/01/2026 Column (4)
any information please sea our 0311040567

satution cantre, click our websita:

wwwnwrindianrailways.gov.in
2T0-AMNIZE

W% NWRailways

MbPA-24-205

Please join ws oni@ i

For any further details visit website :
submission/participation in lender visil website www.gem.gov.in

www.mumbaiport.gov.in, www.gem.gov.in and for

Ao At X-137, Ralubapura Na Gat Mo
Tabond Gali Gandhi Magar, Dafhi-110031
{2} Ehri Surender Chauhan

Alsp At : E-

DEETE RECOVERY TRIBUMAL-l, DELHI
&TH FLOOR, JEEVAN TARA BUILDIMG,
PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI-110001,
TH 263052022
CAMARA BAMK
L]

MIS MAK KALKA TRADERS AND ORS,

{Theiugh Porp. Sha Srender Chaihan)
15t Floar D 65 Hhilmid Cofony Delhi-11 0085

151 Flgar, D65, Jivmi Colony Dell- 110065
137, Refhubampiss Mo, 1 Gali Ma.d
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CLASSIFIEDS 8 TENDERS
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Nagendra Choudhari, S/o Sh
Laxmi Narayan Choudhary,
resident of Plot NumberT 15,
KP 2 Plots, Jaypee Wishtown,
Sector 131, NOIDA, Uttar
Pradesh - 201304, have
changed my name from
Nagendra Choudharito
Nagendra Choudhary.
Henceforth | would be known
by the name Nagendra
Choudhary for all future
purposes. 0070954308-1

I, Manoj S/0 ShriHari Singh R/O
C-5/120 Third Floor, Sector-
6,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
Changed my name to Manoj
Kumar. 0040777788-7

I, MANJU KASHYAP W/0 MOTI
LAL R/0 48, SHIVALIK
APARTMENT, PITAM PURA,
DELHI-110034 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO MANJIT KASHYAP
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0070954393-1

I, Leenna Verma W/o Karan
Arora,R/0-Ranjit Vihar,Phase-
1, Society,C- 206,2nd-Floor,
Sector-22,Dwarka,New
Delhi,have change my minor
daughter name Edhato
Mahikka, for all future
purposes. 0040777665-1

I, Hasrat Malik S/o Babuddin R/o
104, Street No.20, Ziyaduddin
Pur, New Mustafabad, North
East, Delhi-110094 have
changed my name Hasmatto
Hasrat Malik for all future
purposes. Hasmat and Hasrat
Malik both are same person.

0040777685-1

I, Farha Hamed W/0 Junaid
Ahmed R/0 D-1202, Kw Srishti
Nh-58 Near VVIP Raj Nagar
Extension, Ghaziabad Uttar
Pradesh-201017, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Farha Ahmad.

0070954355-1

I, Anil Singh S/o SitaRam Singh
R/0 Bhakhri, Patna, Bihar-
804451, have changed my
minor son’s name from Ayush
Kumar Aged 14 Years to
Anubhav Patel forever.

0070954395-1

I, Amritpal Singh S/o0 Gurdeep
Singh R/o Flat No.4A, GF, Block-
58, Janta Flats, Sector-122,
Noida, UP-201316 have
changed my name AMRITPAL
SINGH to AMRITPAL SINGH
BAJWA for all purposes.

0070954397-1

I, Ajay Kumar @ Ajay Kumar
Kanojiya S/o Late Shri Banwari
Lal R/0 H.No. A-109, Gali No.3,
Ganga Ram Qil Depot,
Kaithwada, Delhi-110053 That
both the names,i.e., Ajay
Kumar and Ajay Kumar
Kanojiya, Refer to one and the
same person.

0070954380-1

I Vivek Singh S/o0 Naresh Kumar
Singh R/0 E-53, Jeevan Park,
Free Hold, Pankha Road, VTC:
Uttam Nagar, PO: D.K. Mohan
Garden, West Delhi, Delhi-
110059 have changed my name
to Vivek Kumar Singh for all
purposes. 0040777669-1

I Usha W/o Sh.Raj Kumar
Khurana R/0 B-5, 3rd Floor, New
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051
have changed my nameto
Usha Khurana for all purposes.

0040777669-7

ISibu John S/0 KuchkunjJohn
R/o Block-B, House No0.853, Gali
No.26,Sant Nagar, Burari,
Delhi-110084 have changed the
name of my minor son from
Reuben to Reuben Sibu John for
all purposes. 0040777669-5

I Renu D/o Satpal Singh R/o C-
5/107,2nd Floor, Sector-11,
Rohini, Delhi-89 have changed
my name to Ranno Singh for all
future purposes. 0040777673-1

I Raj Rani W/o Dinesh Kumar R/0
D-283, Sarvodaya Enclave,
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-
110017 have changed my name
to Rajniforall purposes

0040777669-4

IRaj Kumar S/o Late Sh.Kishan
Chand Khurana R/0 B-5, 3rd
Floor, New Krishna Nagar,
Delhi-110051 have changed my
name to Raj Kumar Khurana for
all purposes. 0040777669-6

IRAJENDER KUMAR S/0 RAMESH
CHAND R/0 H.NO.214, SHIVAJI
MARG, KEWAL PARK, AZADPUR,
DELHI-110033, have changed
my name to RAJENDER KUMAR
SAHU for all future purposes.

0070954367-1

I Pushpanjali D/o Antaryami
Nayak W/o Satya Sundar Sahu
R/o Staff Quarter No.1, Orissa
Bhawan, 1- Niti Marg,
Chanakya Puri, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110021 have
changed my name to
Pushpanjali Sahu for all
purposes. 0040777669-8

I MohitS/o late Deep SinghR/0 C
-107-Z dda flats Jahangirpuri
Delhi 110033 have changed my
name to Mohit Khurana

0070954379-1

I Himanshi D/o Ashok Kumar R/0
D-39 1stFloor, Ashoka Road,
Near Guru Nanak Public
School, Block D, Adarsh Nagar,
North West Delhi, Delhi-110033,
have changed my name to
Himanshi Thakral

0070954399-1

IHadapada Pushpavathi D/o
Channabasappa and W/o
Nagaraj H R/o SriSharadadevi
Blind Vikasa Kendra, Left Side,
Shivamogga, Gopala, Shimoga,
Shivamogga, Karnataka-577205,
have changed my name to
Pushpamma 0070954369-1

I,Manish kumar,S/o0 Mohan
Jha,R/0-D-4/48 FF,Gali No-
04,Vashisht Park,Delhi-110046,
changed my name to Manish
Kumar Jha. 0040777762-1

IGovind S/o Devi Ram R/0
H.No.1262, Pana Paposian,
Narela, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110040 have changed my name
to Govind Bhardwaj for all
purposes. 0040777669-2

I Dimple Kapoor W/o Hirein
SharmaR/o0 392, SFS Flats,
Ashok Vihar Phase-4,
Delhi-110052 is also
known as Dimple Kapoor
Sharma. Both names are
ofone and the same
person. 0040777669-3

I,Preeti Gupta,W/0 Dinesh
Kumar Goel,R/0,C1/22,0pp
Park,SDA, Hauz Khas,South-
Delhi-110016,thatin my
Passport no.J2525378,my
husband name was wrongly-
written/printed as Dinesh
Kumar,instead of Dinesh
Kumar Goel.Which may be
amended accordingly.

0040777697-5

I Bhageshwar Tyagi, s/o Sh.
Sunder Lal Tyagi statethat11/5
Moulsiri Road, Shipra Sun City
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201012, I have changed my
Address in my Aadhar and my
Permanent and present
Address is Tower no. 06, Flat
No0.207,Niho Scottish Garden,
Ahinsa Khand-2, Indirapuram,
Shipra Sun City Ghaziabad
201014 vide affidavit date
01/03/2025 Notary Shashi Kant
Advocate Reg. No. 1567
Ghaziabad U.P.  0040777686-1

I,Pooja Garg,w/0-Mohan
Goel,R/0-216,kath mandi,Near
Hindu girls college,Sonipat
have changed my nameto
Pooja Goel,for all purposes.

0040777762-4

I,Niraj Kumar Verma,S/o,
Gajendra Prasad Verma,R/0,
3072/6M,3rd floor,Ranjit
nagar,Patel-nagar Delhi-
110008,have changed my name
toNeerajVerma. 0040777743-5

| Kunal Amit Deshpande S/0,
Amit Prabhat Deshpande R/0
543, Plot No.1, ShriNiketan
Cghs, Dwarka Sec-7, New Delhi,
Delhi-110075 have changed my
name to Kunal Deshpande.

0040777675-1

I,hitherto known as Krish S/o
Sanjay Kumar R/o0 Rzg-47,Nihal
Vihar, Nangloi, West Delhi,
Delhi-110041,have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Krish Kumar.

0040777762- 9

I ,Vijay S/o Inderveer,R/0
VPO.Bupania, P.0.Bhupania,
Teh-Badli,District-Jhajjar,
Haryana-124507,have changed
my name to Vijay Lohchab.

0040777784-1

I,Sunita/Sunita Kanojia,D/o
Bindu Bhardwaj,R/0 A-807,Star
Rameshwaram, Rajnagar
Extension,Ghaziabad,UP-
201017 have changed my name
to Sunita Kaushik.

0040777752-2

I,Naveen Kumar Chaurasiya,S/o
Kedar Nath,R/0-3724,Charkhe
Walan Hauz Qazi,Delhi,G.P.O.,
North-Delhi,Delhi-110006,have
changed my name to Navin
Kumar. 0040777752-7

I,Nampreet Kaur,D/o Gurdeep
Singh R/0 3071,Gali-
No.10,Ranjeet Nagar,Central
Delhi,Delhi-110008,have
changed my-name to
Naampreet Kaur. 0040777784-2

ILNITIN AGGRWAL,S/O-TARUN
AGGRWAL,R/0 A-81,Upper
Ground Floor, Pandav
Nagar,Delhi,have changed my
nameto NITIN AGGARWAL.

0040777743-3

I,Mayanka Malhotra W/o
Rishabh Kapoor R/o Flat-No.34,
Vesta Assotech Celeste
Apartment Sector-44, Noida
(U.P-201301) have changed my
name to Mayanka Kapoor for
all purposes. 0040777730-1

I,Sunita w/o Rajeev Gupta,R/0-
217,Block-A,Omaxe city,sec-8
Sonipat have changed my
name to Sunita Gupta,for all
purposes. 0040777762-2

I,Siddhart,S/0-Ajay Prakash,R/0
KhasraNo-28/2/2,Ground
Floor,Road.No-10,Sangam-
Vihar,Burai, Delhi-110084,have
changed my name to Siddharth
Prakash. 0040777752-6

I,Shard Kumar,S/o Dhanpat Rai
Arya, R/0,H.No0.745/9,Shivpuri,
Gurugram (Haryana)-
122001,have changed my name
toSharad Arora. 0040777751-2

I,Sargam Preet Kaur,D/o-
Gurmeet Singh,R/0 GA-8,Street
No-3,G-Block,Hari Nagar, Delhi-
110058,have changed my name
to Sargampreet Kaur.

0040777788-4

I, Kanika W/0 Yuvraj saluja, R/0
H.n0 621/14, guru nanak pura,
rohtak haryana 124001 have
changed my name to Kanika
Batra 0070954377-1

I,SURENDAR SINGH BISHT,S/0O
BHAWAN SINGH BISHT,R/O-
ASHUTOSH-NAGAR BADOWALA
PREM-NAGARDEHRADUN
UTTRAKHAND -248007, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SURENDARSINGH BISHT TO
SURENDRA SINGH BISHT VIDE
AFFIDAVIT IN-
DL43917603413868X DATED-
01/03/2025 BEFORE NCT-DELHI

0040777784-8

I,SHREYA /SHREYA
PALIWAL,W/0 PRAKHAR
GOYAL,R/0-5A LAJPAT
KUNJ,KHANDARI AGRA-282002
UP,have changed my name to
SHREYA GOYAL,for all,future
purposes. 0040777752-4

I,LSANDHYA W/0 SH.RAJIV
UPPAL,R/0O PNB-151,PINNACLE
TOWER,DLF PHASE-V,GOLF
COURSE ROAD,GURUGRAM,
HARYANA-122009,HAVE
CHANGED MY,NAME TO
SANDHYA UPPAL. 0040777751-8

I,Rohit Sehgal,S/0-Dalip Kumar
R/o,Flat.N0.189,Sanjay-Colony,
Opp.GTK Depot,Adarsh-Nagar,
N.S.Mandi,North West-Delhi -
110033,have changed my name
toRohitKumar. 0040777751-7

ILNAYAN PARVEZ AKHTAR,S/O
PARVEZ AKHTAR,R/O,E-277/A
JAITPUR EXT PART-2 BADARPUR
NEW DELHI-110044,IN MY
PASSPORT MY NAME
WRONGLY-MENTION NAYAN
PARWEZ MY CORRECT NAME IS
NAYAN PARVEZ AKHTAR.

0040777697-4

I, Murad Khan, S/o Shamsuddin,
R/0 257/20, Pul Pehlad Pur,
Badarpur, South Delhi, Delhi-
110044, declare thatin my
service record my nameis
mentioned as "Murad” instead
of “ Murad Khan”. Both
"Murad” and "Murad Khan” are
one and same person. Kinldy
use "Murad Khan” in all my
Service Records. 0040777752-9

I,Mohinder Kumar S/o Panju Mal
Sanpal R/o
H.No.197 Vaishali,Enclave,Pita
mpura Delhi-110034,have
changed my nameto
Mahender Kumar Sanpal.

0040777751-1

I,Mohan kumar,s/o-Daya
Chand,R/0-216,kath
mandi,Near Hindu girls college
sonipat,have changed my
name to Mohan Goel,for all
purposes. 0040777762-3

I,Manoj Mehta,S/o0-Agyawanti
R/0-6/134, Block-6,Geeta-
Colony, East-Delhi-110031,have
changed my name to Manoj
Kumar Mehta,for all purposes.

0040777752-5

I,MANSI AGARWAL,W/0 PIYUSH
AGGARWAL,R/0 133,SECOND
FLOOR,STATE BANK
COLONY,DELHI,have changed
my name to MANSI
AGGARWAL,for all future
purpose. 0040777751-9

I, MADISSHYA S PUNJ,S/O
SANJAY SHARMA,H.NO-350
ASHOKA ENCLAVE PART-3
SECTOR-35,AMARNAGAR
FARIDABAD,HARYANA-
121003,have changed my name
to MADISSHYA SANJAY
PUNJ,for all future purpose

0040777697-7

l,Lal Singh S/0 Sukhbir Singh
R/0,Flat-No.301, DPS-
Apartment, Plot-No.16, Sector-
4,Dwarka,New Delhi-110078,
have changed my nameto Lal
Singh Thakur. 0040777788-1

I,Rajimol Kurian,W/O-Thomas
Mathew R/0,H.NO-1/15,ground
floor Old Rajinder Nagar
Central Delhi-110060,Have
Change My Name From Rajimol
Kurian To Rajimol Thomas.

0040777752-3

I,Rajeev Kumar,S/0 Kamal
Kishore,R/0 M-30, 3rd-
Floor,Sham-Nagar Tilak
Nagar,Delhi-18,have changed
my minor Son’s name,from
Vivaan to Vivaan Nigam (DOB
02/09/2015). 0040777784-7

i,Rafia Zaidi,W/o0 Ammar

Husain,R/0-B-315,Third
Floor,Gali No.5,0pp.,Chand
Masjid,
Mandawali,Fazalpur,East
Delhi-110092,have changed
my,name Rafia Jaidi to Rafia
Zaidi, inmy
Passport.No.N4800907,for
all,future purpose.

0040777751-12

I,RAJESH GOEL S/O KRISHAN
CHANDER GOEL,R/OWZ-
558,UPPER GROUND-
FLOOR,SRI-
NAGAR,GALINO.1,RANI
BAGH,DELHI-110034.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RAJESH
KUMAR GOEL. 0040777784-3

ILKrishanashu Thakur,S/o Lal
Singh Thakur R/o,Flat-
No.301,DPS-Apartment, Plot-
No.16,Sector-4,Dwarka,New
Delhi-110078,have changed my
name to Krishnanshu Thakur.

0040777788-3

I,Kawal Jeet Kaur,D/o0
Charanjeet Singh W/o Gurmeet
Singh,R/0 GA-8,Street No-3,G-
Block,Hari Nagar,Delhi-110058,
have changed my nameto
Kawaljeet Kaur. 0040777788-5

l,Kavita W/o Lal Singh
Thakur,R/0,Flat-No.301 Dps-
Apartment Plot-No.16 Sector-4,
Dwarka,New Delhi-110078 have
changed my name to Kavita
Thakur. 0040777788-6

l,Alpana Mohanty W/o
Debapriya Das R/o C-90,
Sector-41 Noida(U.P) have
changed my nameto Alpana
Sarat Chandra Mohanty for all
future purposes

0040777730-2

I,KHALID
QURESHI,S/O,MOHAMMAD
TAYYAB QURESHI,HOUSE NO-
1059,CHURCH GALI KAILA-
BHATTA,GHAZIABAD,U.P-
201001,have changed my name
to MOHAMMAD KHALID
QURESHI. 0040777784-5

l,Jai Prakash,S/o.Virender
Kumar R/0.198/13, Ramesh-
Market, Garhi,East of-
Kailash,Delhi-110065,have
changed my minor son’s name
from Yash to Yash Mathur,
Permanently 0040777752-1

I,LJIVESH GUPTA,D/0
SH.NARENDER KUMAR
GUPTA,R/0 HOUSE.N0-26,FIRST
FLOOR,MANAK VIHAR, DELHI-
110092,have changed my,minor
daughter’s name from ANANYA
GARG to ASHVITA GARG,for
all,future purposes.

0040777751-10

LAMIT KUMAR,S/0 OM
PRAKASH,H.NO.E-7,KH.NO-
88/23/2,SHIV VIHAR,
KARALA,DELHI-110081,
changed my name to AMIT

0040777743-4

I, hitherto known as TR GYANTI
HANS D/O BIJENDER SINGH R/O
C-802,BPTP PARK SERENE,
SECTOR-37D, BASAI 50, NEAR-
NEXT TO SIGNATURE HOSPITAL
DIST, GURUGRAM, HARYANA -
122006 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as MAAHISINGH. 0070954376-1

| Ajay Kumar Tyagi S/o Mam
Chand Tyagi R/0 125, Sharda
Niketan, Saraswati Vihar,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name From Ajay
Kumar To Ajay Kumar Tyagi for
all Purposes. 0040777826-1

| Anuj Kumar S/o Ajay Kumar
Tyagi R/0 125, Sharda Niketan,
Saraswati Vihar, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034 have changed my
name From Anuj Kumar Tyagi
To Anuj Kumar for all Purposes.
0040777826-2

I, HITHERTO KNOWN AS BABU
LALS/O TAPESHWAR PRASAD
R/0 MOHANAPUR KARAJA,
VTC- BARAHRA, POST-
BARAHARA, DISTT-BHOJPUR,
BIHAR-802311 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME AND SHALL
HEREAFTER BEKNOWN AS
BIRENDRA PRASAD.IT IS
CERTIFIED THAT I HAVE
COMPLIED WITH OTHER LEGAL
REQUIREMENTS IN THIS
CONNECTION. 0040777826-3

I,Harish Chander Juneja,S/o-
Sant Ram Juneja,R/0-A-
48/22,DLF phase-
1,Gurgaon,Haryana
122001,have changed my name
toHarish Juneja. 0040777752-8

l,ishank Goel,S/0-Gopal Goyal
R/0,H.N0.152,Third Floor,Pocket
-6, Sector-22,Rohini,Delhi -
110086,have changed my name
tolshank Goyal. 0040777751-6

LISHIKA KHOT PATIL,D/o VIJAY
KHOT,R/0 House.No-R-
246,Mohan Garden,Pipal-
Chowk Uttam-Nagar,Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to ISHIKA PATIL. 0040777743-6

l,Harish Chander Juneja,S/o-
Sant Ram Juneja,R/0-A-
48/22,DLF phase-
1,Gurgaon,Haryana
122001,have changed my name
toHarish Juneja. 0040777752-8

I,Harish Chander Agarwal,S/0O
Banwari Lal Aggarwal,R/0,D-
329, First-Floor,Vivek-Vihar,
Phase-1, Delhi-110095,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO Harish
Aggarwal. 0040777697-1

,HUMERA ,D/O-MOHAMMAD
KHALID QURESHI,HOUSE.NO-
1059,CHURCH GALI KAILA-
BHATTA,GHAZIABAD,U.P-
201001 have changed my name
to HUMERA MAHAK QURESHI.

0040777784-4

I,Gopal Goel,S/0 Jyoti
Prasad,R/0 H.N0.152,Third
Floor,Pocket-6, Sector-
22,Rohini,Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to Gopal
Goyal.l,Gopal Goel,S/0 Jyoti
Prasad,R/0 H.N0.152, Third
Floor,Pocket-6, Sector-
22,Rohini,Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to Gopal
Goyal. 0040777751-5

l,Geetanjali D/0,Ashok Kumar
Ahuja,R/0,5-66,Villa,First-Floor,
Uppal-Southend,Sector-
49,South City-2,Gurugram
(Haryana)-122018,have
changed my nameto
Geetanjali Ahuja. 0040777751-3

l,Geetanjali Ahuja,R/0,5-66,Villa,
First-Floor,Uppal-Southend,
Sector-49,South City-
2,Gurugram
(Haryana)122018,have
changed my-Minor Son
name,from Bhavy Saprato
Bhavy Ahuja. 0040777751-4

I,Dinesh Kumar,S/0 Suraj Bhan
R/0,C1/22,0pp Park,SDA,Hauz
Khas, South Delhi-110016,
changed my name to Dinesh
Kumar Goel. 0040777697-6

I,Dev Goyal S/0-Vikas
Goel,H.No.113,2nd Floor,AM-
Block,Shalimar Bagh,New
Delhi-110088, have changed my
name to Dev Goel. 0040777784-6

I,DEVESH GARG,S/0O
SH.BHIKCHANDA AGRAWAL
R/0-S-168,GROUND FLOOR,
PANCHSHILA PARK,NEW DELHI-
110017,have changed my,Son’s
Name from VIAAN GARG to
ABHYUDAY GARG,for all future
purpose. 0040777762-6

I,DEVESH GARG,S/0
SH.BHIKCHANDA AGRAWAL
R/0-S-168,GROUND
FLOOR,PANCHSHILA PARK,NEW
DELHI-110017,have changed
my Name from DEVESH GARG
to DEEVESH GARG,for all,future
purpose. 0040777762-5

1,D N SHUKLA,S/O TIYUGI
NARAIN SHUKLA,R/o,Flat
No0.302,Tower-8,Panchsheel
Prime Rose,Hapur-Road,
Ghaziabad(UP),have changed
my name to DHRUV NARAIN
SHUKLA. 0040777743-2

I,Bhoomi D/o Manjeet Singh
R/0,A-276,Qutub Vihar Phase-
1,Goyla Dairy,Chhawla, Delhi-
110071,have changed my name
toBhoomi Singh. 0040777788-2

I, Banarsi Das,S/o0 Ram
Swaroop, R/0 H.N0.-428,
PHOOTA DARWAJA, KHAVESH
GYAN, KHURIJA,
BULANDSHAHAR, UP-203131,
have changed my name to
Banarsi Dass, for all purposes.

0040777697-2

I,Bal Kishan,S/o Late Ganesh
Dass,R/0,Flat.N0-604,Rishabh
Cloud-9,H-Tower Indirapuram
Ghaziabad(U.P.)-201014,have
changed my name to Bal
Kishan Pahwa,for all,purposes.

0040777697-3

I,AMIT SAHNI,S/0-VED PARKAHS
SHANI,R/0-1/7717/2,East
Gorakh Park,Shahdara,Delhi-
110032, India,have changed my
name,from AMIT KUMAR to
AMIT SAHNIL,for all,future
purposes. 0040777743-1

I,AATIF ABBASH,S/0 AAGA ASIF
ABBASH,R/0 G-26/1,G-
BLOCK,GALINO.13,BHAGIRATHI
VIHAR, DELHI,GOKALPURI,NCT
OF DELHI-110094,have changed
my,name to MUHAMMAD
ATIF,for all documents in future
purpose. 0040777751-11

I, Siyani Devi W/o Mr.Ramesh
Chand R/o Bahlolpur, Kuralsi,
Dist., Muzaffarnagar, Uttar
Pradesh-251309 have changed
my name from Soniya to Siyani
Devifor all future purposes.

0040777696-1
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I, Sanjeev Mehra R/o0 57, West
Avenue Road, Punjabi Bagh,
New Delhi-110026, have
changed my minor son’s name
from Aryan Mehrato Aryan S
Mehra (DOB: 03-10-2008)
permanently. 0040777740-1

I, SEEMA, W/o Fahim Ahmad R/o
Mohalla Khwajbaksh, Deoband
Distt. Saharanpur, U.P.-247554
have changed my nameto
Seema Fahimin future
purposes. 0070954383-1

I, Rakesh Kumar S/0 Jaibir Singh
R/01851/29, Durga Colony,
Rohtak Road, Jind, Haryana-
126102. have changed the
name of my minor daughter
aged 5 years From Sakshi To
Sakshi Kharb 0070954381-1

I, Prakriti Sharma D/o Trilok
Nath R/o House-394, Alpha-2
Greater Noida Distt-G.B Nagar
U.P-201310 Declare that my
Father’s Correct nameis Trilok
Nath & Other name s Trilok
Sharma Confirm that Trilok
Nath & Trilok Sharm both are
same person 0070954387-1

I, Nirmalla Kumar Kaul W/o
Maharaj Krishen Kachru R/o M-
3 Kashmir Appartment
Pitampura, North West Delhi-
110034 have changed my name
to Nirmal Kachru for all future
purposes 0070954378-1

LOST & FOUND

Shri Narender Sharmas/o late
Sh. Ram Murti Sharma R/o Flat
No.210,Nirman Apartments,
Mayur Vihar Ph-I, Extn, Delhi-91
inform that he has
lost/misplaced his original
Share Certificate, Allotment
letter, Possession Letter
againstFlat No. 210, Nirman
Apartments, Mayur Vihar
Phase-l, Extn., Delhi-110091. A
LR No.2443156/2024dt. 28-12-
2024 (SoN0.430/2014 Delhi
Police) islodged to P.S. Crime
Branch, Delhi. If found please
contactat Mobile no
9871916859 0070954390-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

il is herehy infemed to Be general
public at frge. thad my dients namesy
Aditya Bareal and Megha Bansal, bath
Children of Late Mr, Fajan Banaal, Mr,
Mawin Bansal and Al Bipin Bansal
Simgh, bath 5= Lada Prof Ramesh
Chander Singh, Al Rio M- 124, Greaber
Eailagh-t, MNaw Dalhi-110048,
measuring 510 5q. Yards, are the
ahealute dainl oarers i possesaion of

pronary |:I_“.|'Ec|'ill!; Mo, M924, Grealer
Hailash-1, Maw Dalhi-1100448,
rgasuring 500 Sg. Yands (redsmed o as
‘SAID F"EI:IF'FF:T"' 1. THal iy clisnls M
Mawin Bansal ard M Bipin Bansal
Langh end thedr elder beother Sh, Rajan
Eangal (5ince Deceasad), R dnlerad
info-an Agreamant to S&ll dated
07,02 2024, i shar “ATE OF.02 2024
iL-Fegistened) with Praken Chop,
Sha She Arun Chopra, R A - 822 G,
‘Vasant Yinar, Mew Deda — 110057 for
gale al &7.5% unceaded shane and
recorsfruction of the SAI0 PROPERTY
alongwsth Agreement far Construclian
daled. 0702 2004 with Eanhy Urean
Spacas . Prvale Limiled, through ils
DirectoriAuthanzed Signatory Afr.
Aarman Kr, Das hawing Fegd, Ofice At F
= TH2, Vasanl Viha, Niw Delle -
11005T, That the compary namely
Earthe Urhan Spaces Privata Limited s
oared and aperabed by Mr Pralean
Choprawhais having % sharsholding
im Earhz Urben Spaces Private Liméad,
That a Publc Mabice dated 13.03.2024
wiad further published in I'IE".l‘I[.G['E
dalailing the exaculion of ATS
07,02 2024 by e Counsal Mr. Neresh
Gpta, .F'.'1'.'|"EE-E C-T4, GE-1, Mew
Dathi= 110048
Thaat te imitation in complete the sale
by making Full and linatibalance
paymerd, on the part of M. Prakesan
Chopra, wizs aghesd o be OF 062024
yincikling A0 -days gracs paniod) which
wes furthar agreed 1o ba exiended bf
aF.0F 2024 subseguently io
29¢50,08, 2024, and finally 1ill
25 3020241 k11 2024
That since the fima is the essence of
Ganirecl end inspite of seweral
Edfensiang n regard to fimitaion, M,
Pralpen Chopra has miserably e o
comply the terms.of Agreament bo Sal
dated 0702202 in reqard fo tnaize
Enir sala by making full and Eralbalance
paymerd or o peovide e uneguiveca
pronl of funds o My Clenss, hence, the
ATE 07 02 32024, Ihip Construclion
Agraemeant deded O7.02.2024, The
Public Notice dated 13032034, the
Limitalien agresments emanaling
subsequent (o ATS 07022024 and any
other dacument exaculedientered inlo
batwean Ay Clianls 2 B, Prakean
Chopra, Earthz Urban Spaces Privale
Limsed and ng- OlrectorfAuthorized
Sonalnry M Famar K Do anvd ary
ather persan relaled ar acing on behalf
af persans abowaskaled hewe besn
daclared as Null and Yoid wilh
immmediate afacl, vida 8 Sepaate Lagal
Motica daled 22 02 2025 and f | hereby
informed te Public al large Ihat,
immadiabedy-atftar the =suanca.of Legd
Mobce dated 2202 2025, My LCliants
herahy declanes that My Clients of hay
praparty bearing rumboer M - 124,
Greatar Kailash-1, Mew Delhi- 110048,
measuring 500 S, Yards hoids no
Legaliolfsiallpthical!socialimaral o
atharwisa, liability! accoundabalibyl
respanatbillly whatsoewer, in any
manref, lowands Mr Praloen Chapra,
Earthr Urban Spaces Prvats Limiad
and fs Directcrfudhorized Signatary
M Raman Br, Das e Ihe pesons
abovestabed, in ragard fo any daal
{agreament farrangament fcaniract
Mrdrrih clo 1pae] Mnaly (Cderanl wilh
them and any parson’company’
entityindituslgroup or any pErson an
Peir bahal, degibrg with Kir, Prakean
Chopra, Earthz Urban Spaces Privale
Limited and its DHreciorn Authonzed
Sgnalory Mr, Kaman Kr, Das 6 oregand
fa the proparty of My Clianls baaring Mo
M-124, Greater Hallash-1, Mew Dealhi-
10048, mRasunng SO0 S Yands In
any tarm, shall be solély responstle for
fhe sama and My Chemis shall not be
resporisibie moany manner whatsoser,
Thal My Cherts further mawzs i dear
and decleras io Pubdc al Large thatany
clatm I recard oo lhe matter ataed
hrerinloee and any person clming o
daaling with tha abovestated persons
shad g0 34 upon hisherheir oam rigk
and. consaguences and My Glienls
will'shall naf antartain any claim
whatsoewvar, inany fomm, with regand o
e Propenty |H:i,'|'III§ M M 124,
Greafar Keilash-1, Mew Delhi- 110048,
measuring 500 5o, Yards.
ABHISHER WARNA (Advorate|
Diffee: Ch kg 191, Block -3,
High Courd ol Dedhi, Mew Defti-1100 i
E-mial; sfvnate sbrishakvarmaiiiomal com
sl be: H.-':Ihl?dl-'

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that our
Client Sr. Manjeet Singh s/o late Sr. Uttam
Singh currently residing at 4A/31, 2nd
floor. Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110
060, Mobile No. 9811193536 is filing
application in L&DO/NDMC for
substitution/mutation of the property No.

Stall No.27, New Central Market (Shankar
Market) Connaught Place, New Delhi-
110001, our client is applying this
substitution /mutation in his name/personal
name on the ground of available documents
i.e GPA, Agreement to Sell and other
available documents.
This notice is hereby issued for the purpose
of general public and for the parties having
interest in the property if there is any
objection/claim in this regard on this
application can be submitted/ committed to
L&DO /NDMC with supporting documents
through registered post or by visiting
L&DO/NDMC office or through an email
(so.estateli @rdmc.gov.in) within 30 days of
publication of this public notice.
Sd/-
G.K. Bharti
Advocate
Enrl. No. D/84/88
Off.: G-33/34. B.D. CHAMBERS,
D.B. GUPTA RAOD, KAROL BAGH,
NEW DELHI-110005

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client SH. RAM PRAKASH
SHARMA S/o Late SH. RAM GOPAL
SHARMA & his wife SMT. SHARDA
SHARMA R/O H.NO. 231/3, SHAKTI
VIHAR, EAST DAYALPUR, KARAWAL
NAGAR, DELHI-110094, have severed all
their relation from their son YATIN GAUR
& his Wife DIKSHA SHARMA have
debarred & disowned him from their all
movable & immovable properties because
of his bad behavior, harassment, torture,
committed by him against my client. In
future anybody deal with him shall be doing
so at their own risk. My client & his family
member will not be responsible for any act
done by YATIN GAUR & DIKSHA
GAUR with anyone.

Sd/-
NAVJYOT KAUR
Advocate
Ch. No. 812, 8th Floor
Lawyer Chamber Block,
District Court, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thad ik 16 ||r:|1|_:| 16 i ke o
tha Canaral Publie (hal e
ariginal Balow mantiansd doou-
manl partaining & tha Enlire
Thard Flood with rood! I8racs
rights of Plat Mo, 180, aprea
measunng 19180 sq. mededs,
Davanand Vihar, Delhi-110082,
have baEn oSl [ misplaced,
a) Original Sale Deed daled
J011.2012 in favowr of Mis
Ojas  Supplier LUid,, duly
ragistored Dod. no. 24837,
Boox Mo 1, Vol. no. 6878 an
pages TT7-187 on 03122012
In case the same & found, |
riay b returned immediataly
1o thie following addnias
Himanshu & Ansh Bhutani
Ria A-50, Vivak Vikar
Phasa-ll, Dalhl-1100495%

Contact No, 9811100115

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to officially notify the public that my
clientess Smt. Sima Kumari W/o Late
Dildar Ali R/o 334 Shalimar Village, P.S.
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088, Mobile No.
9891452118, have disowned her son,
namely PRINCE KUMAR S/o Late Dildar
Ali, born on 09/03/2004, having Aadhar
No. 272341134230 from all rights, claims,
and privileges as her legal heir. This
decision has been made after careful
consideration, and she wishes to make it
clear that he is no longer entitled to any
inheritance, financial support, or any other
legal rights typically accorded to a
legitimate son. All concerned parties,
including government authorities, financial
institutions, and legal entities, that any
association or claim made her PRINCE
KUMAR regarding her estate, assets, or
personal affairs will be considered invalid.
Sd/-
Rajiv Hooda
Advocate
Ch. No. 229, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PLIEH IC NOTICE
This is 8o inform 10 public-at arge
thet my clents Smi. Shkunila Wio
Lake Shn Rem Kishen and hareider
son M. Punit and daughier-in-lzw
Mrs. Komial and younger san Mr.
Yogesh Kumar and daughter-in-law
Wrs; Sunita Rfp 1115, Shora Kodhi
Gali Sagar Chand, Clock Tower
Subzl Mandi; Deli 110007 have
cut off their family relations and
have dizowned their sister MRS
MAMTA and her husband ME
WEIAY KUMAR and her san MEL
WISHAMNT KUMAR and her
daughier MEGHA from: thair
ralation diss 1o fhairdisobedient and
guammelsames - behaviour and my
clients wera nolfare notshall not ba
responsibie for Griminal Case, Civil
case, Police Complaing or any act of
Wrs. Mamia and her husband
Mr. Vijay Kumar and her son
Mishant Kumar ‘and her daughter

Meghainany manner in fulure,
Yashpal Sharma [Advocate)
Maob.: 5213692329

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large are hereby informed that my
client Smt. Surasti W/o Late Sh. Anand,
residing at S-313/96, East Mehram
Nagar, Delhi Cantt, Delhi-110010, has
disowned/ debarred their Son (Arun Kumar),
Daughter-in-law (Pooja) And Grandchildren
Vansh and Ritika from her all movable and
immovable properties and severed their
relationship since they are out of control of]
my client. Now my above client would have
no concern with them in any manner.

Sd/-
Abhilash (Advocate)
Ch. No. 508, Lawyers Chamber Block,
Dwarka Courts Complex, Sector 10,
Dwarka, New Delhi- 110075

PUEBLIC NOTICE

Mnrtgaﬁa- of Residential PLOT
BEARING NO. B-145 AREM
MEASURING. 10507 50. YOS,
BLOCK, B, SITUATED AT
RESIDENTIAL COLOMNY
KMDWHN A5 "SHIVA S0OM
VALLEY" SOHNA, GURUGRAM,
HARYAMA. (Herain after refermad
as thi "sesd progerty”),
Mabce is hereby green Lo the
Gensral Publc that few pages
{including Fegistration dedails) of
Original Registered Agreement
for Sale dated 21.04. 2022
exacuted by Mis. Pal Afferdable
Housing, = favour of Babila
Saini, vida rog. no. B45 hawve baan
lpst and not treceable a1 the
cufrenl owners end (e Babita
Samil  The  cuslomer -{"-Ib-l'-':lls
Malik & Vernika Sharma)] §
avalling the financial fac||.15.-
agans| {he secwily of above
referred property  from HDEC
Bank. If any person inchding
Banks, linancal mshlubons  of
any  othar parson, relative,
organization, compeny. firm or
government autharily hawing any
clairm, fight, the or any inberas of
any naturs whelsocswer into or
upon the Bbove-referned propery,
i% hereby called upon b make
the sama known. o writing
with documeniary evidence by
regisiersed AD Fost 19 the
undersipned al tha addrass
mentoned menein below faling
which the same shall ba desmad
lo have been waiwed andior
ghandoned. In the event of no
responae being racelived o this
nofice, e purchase’ mortgaga of
this property shall ba complatad by
our client without any refarancs o
and withaul in-any mannar B2ing
affactad by any such righl lithe,
imterest ar cleim whatsoaver
MANISHA CHAUDHARY, ADVOCATE
JUS LEGARLEL,
210, VARDHMAN STAR CITY MALL
EAR RAMPHAL CHOWK] ZECT-7 DWARCA

PUBLIC NOTICE

General notice to public that My client,
Sh. Jaswant, intends to buy 1/2 share
each from Sh. Mahesh Chand and Smt.
Asha Chadha in property at Khata
Khatoni No. 146/152, Khasra Nos.
176/4-16, 179/4-16, 180/3-03, total land
3/12-15, Jaffarpur Kalan Village. South-
West Delhi-110073, claimed free of
encumbrances. Any person with claims
must submit written proof to 58, Jora
Mohalla, Surhera, Najafgarh, Delhi-
110043  within 15 days from
publication. Post this, negotiations will
conclude without reference to such
claims, deemed waived if not raised.
Sd/-
VIKRANT MALIK
ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 710, Lawyer's
Chember Block Dwarka Court
Complex, New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE |

General Public is hereby informed
that I, Himani Chauhan Daughter
of Shri Soraj Singh resident of
Village Begampur Khatola, District
Gurugram, Haryana- declare that
my father’'s name as mentioned in
my 10th School Certificate and
Caste Certificate is Soraj Singh
Chauhan whereas in all other
documents name of my father is
mentioned as Soraj Singh. That
Soraj Singh and Soraj Singh
Chauhan is one and the same
person. HIMANI CHAUHAN.
Mob: 9560214022

It i b inform: ko the public et lame M
?E':Tl || i Pl i |r:-:|l.|||_-.|"$-e1-:,:|,:-u,. Thir
5 34,

naan T
T :,'.eu'flfr:rﬁ'l,mﬂ BB
54r.Ja1=-:I|n tha area af vilaga Mioty, Dely
E‘m Fl:h Oy KNowT % 5Py s, m
oca B, HWioth) Extin_, "‘Jar.- Dely woe
u"ll.'E_ﬁ o Dpisd F‘h." 'JF ¥ Ol
37 01 2025 somouted Wow Mr
Salien Ansa 15 e undism H-ﬁd cramar of
tha AN property. OF Any persan | frm |
s lutian T Enmpsany: i :_-%:I.!rn dH1n-:_|
1 n respect of the s 'bn"eu
reetEnce, shame, sake, a
Eas5a, hoanse .I:l:I'-EE-E'ES""E .} iﬂ'!ﬁ
pariners o ercumbrarcs ar o
ohanaite i hereby required o rimata in
wribng o Ihe uneersegied -.'.1F'r| 07 daws
fom e dala of putdication of this nofca of
shanther sraee o daim, il any, valh al
supporting documents sl below
menlored address  Aler =11 ation of
natca panod, te clams, if any, of such
parsan ongl be eged nul an '|.1'.‘t|d ana.
ai50 tmaled a5 warved and not bindng on
aurchenl,
ay Kunuar O {fedvoonba)

H B SRS _:“a'l Banrrman|, Saaam Wihar,
Lajpnl Rasgar 4, Hew Tlalh L E[= T

WPSIDA

I A T R/ AT T
T el O 3

w-fErfeen e
s s | = R e o R ARl B e e e W e W e P
T W aRET S  ER H w
5 — TR AITHTSIE 0 ol ), FHeht WOETs F ) Tredie e #-

PFUBLIC NOTICE

1t o5t irform e puilic o Brge st Mis
Bty Cahiya :-e::a*n e pwnarol Fiot no-
14, ines rﬂrF an wika.,-oul of Khasra
no=2587, & 101 i't'ﬂi.. X |.:| I:-:||||| fihi
Sb Tehsl & I:lsl' a,_=l]': ahad Harmma
wia REq. Wil oL b J Eeaciie fy
ML Ds0 Sinoh i 1Er.l:r.r' ol Wi A
IZ‘.'HIl | II" J|ﬁ#.l ey ST G
h s deah g Sangh
W 'l.‘s aohuvesr Maching Took 15
I:.EI'IIlI'g urchass - the above  =aKd
pripey bom s, Seeny Dativa. ¥
sty firme | insdiglion | Somg hi |..'n'.|
amy dam or nghd N et m;'«t sakd
Priperty by way n:l nharkange, share, sals,
BT el eake bEnse I;I"' FROESE SR
Bl hers, . pafres o encumbrnos
hTeEnaver o ningraoss s MEresz
o mimalg in wmang o the yndersgned
wihin U7 days Tam e date of pubicabon
{l TS nlice J‘I'is-'l aiifer shind of cikn
#any, wih m 19 documenls A
I:lml- 'nam:na-: ] ﬁgr SEDTRAON
of nalca period, the daire of suth
e gl e lE&'E'G IIIJI&"I.'.":lﬂ B
aka trraed as wadeed ond nal binding on

I
O chark Ajay Fumar Biri [Advocaba)

H R, 200181 Baissrnant, Yikeam Wihai
Lpml Mpgar &, Rew Cimibi 1112

COURT NOTICE

IN THE COURT OF
5. MONA TARD) KERKETTA
0406, SOUTH-EAST DISTRIGT
RO r'-l-.Z'r"I 1-‘,7'..' E-!-JI'_LET COURTS,
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANLCE OF DEFENGANT
Crifer 5 Rule 20 al the
e al Chil Procaduns)
Siek Mo GE D) 10552022
FELICWA RETAIL ="éT LT[0, Piainlil

SHARAFAT AL Cedsndard

[
1. M. Sharalat Ak Sig, Inaval Al Rin E-
190, 3rd Flaar E-Blatk, Dishad
Cekrchin, Mo F.-!dng.-.llamHuGLt Gl (LIC
Calory]) Jhimi, New Dali- 110055
& Amein Khan Wia Gh, b'mra'-wal.ﬁ.-l
Rigs E=190, 3rd Floor, E-fack, Dishad
Giarcien, Mede Mandalam Hospebal (LIC
CoatoryT Jhimil, Mew Dathi- 110053
Winriens you dr ink ﬂnl-u“mlll.'-:,.ludﬂ“
sarvicn ol SUMIMOns L is I'-Eh'.lL'f
rtifhdd dhaet i wou shall nol celerd e
case on the [ da:r of Apnl, 2025 tha
ey Bl Tor fhee fira) disposad iLell ba
Peird and ditermingd as-parks
Given under my band aad the seal af
Ihu caurl h u-zE el gay al January,
- Districl Jadge - 06, Scuth Easl
Oistricl, Saket Couns, hew Dethi

T HETH

Fogo 2o sfteBPes Fesry anfdesaor

T-1/4, UETTT . W

T ST (ST

i wrd @ e foee 04082006 B gafee 1100 To W@ e 11082028 W)
AT 5,00 "W ok AUETE B A Wkl o, TEnE RS 14,03 2086 ) MO 50 a9

FRETaTES §T e T mt s iy arEt § afentEn @ o wEem v

ey ot o el | E— e d e o aareti ol oo ey e o Re P -
Lo FHl & AW wmAmR Ry
1 | Qparation and Maintanance of Sewearage Syslem and Seweraga | 71890

Treatment Plant for Three Year at LA TDS City Ghaziabad.

Q415 TA0TEE T RO AT W R
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L R E 3Hﬂilﬂ-ﬂ|{lﬁlﬂlﬂ_ I

EW DELHI-TE 01143606343, 9B30006T25]

PUBLIC NMOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that Smt. Meena
Maheshwari W/o Sh. K.G. Maheshwari
R/o 93, Jagriti Enclave, Delhi is
absolute owner Property bearing No. 93,
Jagriti Enclave, Delhi vide Conveyance
Deed bearing Document No. 3542 in
Addl. Book No. I, Vol. 350 on Pages
177-179 dated 17.08.2000. But Original
Agreement to Sell dated 16.06.1989 and
Original Special Power of Attorney
dated 16.06.1989 was misplaced and in
this regard a missing complaint was
lodged on 2.03.2025 with PS- Crime
Branch, Delhi bearing LR No.
2632697/2025 and have represented that
the said property is free from all kinds of
encumbrances registered or unregistered
or otherwise however or whatsoever
nature is hereby required to notify the
same in writting alongwith the
supporting documentary evidence to the
undersigned within 15 days from the
date of publication of this notice failing
which my client shall conclude the sale
and any claim and/or objection if any
shall be considered as waived and
abandoned and shall not be binded upon
Smt. Meena Maheshwari.

Sd/-
MANOJ GUPTA
Advocate
Ch. No. 651, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

WIHIIU-held M AT G
T hg-WIKIg™, WS (3W.)

ICAR-Central Potato Research Institute
Regional Station, Modipuram-250110, Meerut (UP)

WEA Ho 5-11/WUSR,/2024-25/

March 5 to March 20, 2025.

http://cpri.icar.gov.in.

Kufri Sangam, Kufri Neelkanth.

NOTICE

It is to inform to all the farmers that there is possibility of available latest potato
varieties seeds in limited quantity at this station. The distribution will be done on
first come first serve basis. Applications can be submitted through any medium
(By hand/by post/by e-mail ID: cpric.modipuram@gmail.com) between
The application form, detailed information and instructions can be obtained by
contacting Modipuram station at 0121-2575497 or by visiting the institute website

Available seed varieties: Kufri Ganga, Kufri Mohan, Kufri Pukhraj, Kufri Kiran,

faqtem: 03 WH, 2025

Head of station

Tele.: 0121-2575497 (O) Email: cpric.modipuram@gmail.com;
modipuram.cpri@icar.gov.in; Website: http://cpri.icar.gov.in

,i'ﬁ,, U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.
wr ANPARA THERMAL POWER PROJECT

E-Tender Notice

at16:00 Hrs.

1. E-Tender Notice No: 03/CMD-IV/ATP/2024-25, Online e-Bids
are invited for the "Special maintenance and repair of mumty
works in ATP colony Anpara, Sonebhadra.” E-Tender Has been
uploaded on 24.02.2025 on http://fetender.up.nic.in,
Estimated cost: Rs. 29,99,526.00 only,
E.M.D cost: Rs. 60,000.00, Last date of Tender: 26.03.2025

2. E-Tender Notice No: 03/CMD-VIVATP/2024-25, Online e-Bids
are invited for the “Work of Operation & annual maintenance of
central sewage treatment plant in ATP, Colony & 2x500MW,
DTPS, Anpara.” E-Tender Has been uploaded on 25.02.2025 on
http:/fetender.up.nic.in, Estimated cost: Rs. 27,55,018.00
only, Period: 12 Months, E.M.D cost: Rs. 55,000.00, Last date
of Tender: 21.03.2025 at 16:00 Hrs.

3. E-Tender Notice No: 131/PD-VDTPS/2024-25, Online e-Bids
are invited for “Supply of energy meters with transparent meter
box for CEMD, ATP, Anpara.” E-Tender Has been uploaded
on 26.02.2025 on http:/fetender.up.nic.in, Estimated cost:

Period: 12 Months,

Anpara.”

at12:00 Hrs.

A.C. for

portal.

from time to time.
T ¢ 2048 /i EE—-1) 4

“Save Electricity for Nation"

Rs. 2,26,815.00 only, EM.D cost: Rs. 5,000.00, Last date of
Tender; 17.03.2025 at 16:00 Hrs.

4. E-Tender Notice No: 123/CF-484/PD-VABTPS/2024-25,
Online e-Bids are invited for “Supply of coupling element
blade assy of bowl mill XBP 1003 for 2x500MW, DTPS,
E-Tender Has been uploaded on 25.02.2025 on
http:/etender.up.nic.in, Estimated cost: Rs. 1.30 Lakh only,
E.M.D cost: Rs. 2,000.00, Last date of Tender: 24.03.2025

5. E-Tender Notice No: 01/CMD-VIIVATP/2025-26, Online
“Work of civil maintenance of
auditorium at Anpara colony, Anpara Thermal project, Anpara,
Saonebhadra.” E-Tender Has been uploaded on 27.02.2025 on
http:/fetender.up.nic.in, Estimated cost:
only, Period: 04 Months, E.M.D cost: Rs. 80,000.00, Last date
of Tender: 19.03.2025 at 16:00 Hrs.

6. E-Tender Notice No: 121/CF-450/PD-VABTPS/2024-25,
Online e-Bids are invited for “Supply of milling spares for bowl
mill, 3x210MW, ATPS, Anpara.” E-Tender Has been uploaded
on 25.02.2025 on http:/etender.up.nic.in. Estimated cost:
Rs. 7.00 Lakh only, E.M.D cost: Rs. 7,000.00, Last date of
Tender: 24.03.2025 at 12:00 Hrs.

7. Short Term E-Tender Notice No: 04/CMD-IV/ATP/2024-25,
Online a-Bids are invited for “Special M&R of damaged drain and
boundary wall of officers club in ATP, Colony, Anpara,
Sunebhadra " E- Tenc!er Has been uplﬂadad on 01.03.2025

e-Bids are invited for the

unl',r, Period: 06 Munths, E.M.D cost: Rs. ?4,U~D~D.ﬂ{.'r. Last date
of Tender: 21.03.2025 at 16:00 Hrs.

8. Short Term E-Tender Notice No: 164/PD-IVABTPS/CF-
466/2024-25, Online e-Bids are invited for the “Supply of flexible
PVC sheets of 3x210MW, ATPS, Anpara.” E-Tender Has been
uploaded on 23.02.2025 on http://etender.up.nic.in, Estimated
cost: Rs. 5,48,100.00 only, E.M.D cost: Rs. 6,000.00, Last date
of Tender; 17.03.2025 at 16:00 Hrs.

9. Short Term E-Tender Notice No: 163/PD-IVABTPS/CF-
470/2024-25, Online e-Bids are invited for the "Supply of window
E-Tender Has been uploaded
on 23.02.2025 on http:/etender.up.nic.in, Estimaled cost:
Rs. 5,62,870.00 only, E.M.D cost; Rs. 6,000.00, Last date of
Tender: 11.03.2025 at 16:00 Hrs.

Total quality of work/supply, Tender specification and other term
& condition is as per tender document available on the E-tender

ATPS, Anpara.”

Concerned Officer reserves the right to cancel the e-bids without
assigning any reason. Corrigendum, Addendum, Extension if
any shall be uploaded only on the above website. Bidders are
advised to visit the website regularly for updated information

"HETIORG S el D

Rs. 38,81,569.45

Fe=mem, o 2028




OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA
E-TENDER NOTICE Short Term Notice inviting E-Tender
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,MARCH 4,2025 DRM (TRO & GSU) NWR Ajmer on Letter No. 968/ 14M-AC/2024-25 Dated: 14-02-2025
behalf of The President of India invites 1. ’ll)“he Sliperintindépg ]?ngin(:lel:r, ?gr?3 1Circlde, P.W.D,dACgra ton tbehalf oft G(Zlverii)lr [(J)lf) [lit\;éerPgqush invitlfs ]Elﬁe
i ercentage rate pids Irom the eligible and approve ontractors registered wi 5 , bridge work. (&
U J V N Lim i te d EE Tencers for the foilowng work up Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works. Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria
An Uttarakhand Govt. Enb o 15.00 Hrs. on the mentioned dale, specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.
SO e eyl b i Tender Mo. DRM-TRD-26-2024-25; — g . - ,
H.O.: “ULJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5 Road, Dehradun-248006 i : SL. | District | Name of | Estlm:;lted cost Total Bld. Cost of | Time of Addres§ of | Address Addre':ss Category
Talephones: 0135-2763808, Fax; 0135-2763508 Mame of Work: HE‘FEF.IL’-EI'HEFI'I! l'._'lr !'IJE-|.'5I' No Work (Rs. in Lac) 1({Jos.t Selgur.ny Docufn- Cm.npl- li]i:xec.utlve S of. If:)f(;hlef . of
CIN No, U40101URZ0015GC025366, Website: www,ujvnl.com and damaged bond, bond painting and | Constr- | Mainte- | (L:c;;‘ (L:c;;‘ e‘l‘gsf;“ etion ex‘;ﬁ;“t‘:ﬁ; ‘e‘rl:gl‘:l‘;‘ ngineey|| Contractor
; TRAETA J flective number plate over Ajmer uction || - nance the work | Engineer
T3 158 i o3 /08, bucs it et Cost | Cost g
Short Term Tender Notice division. Approx, Cost of the work (5 year)
S | Bt | .
Office of the Executive Engineer (Quality). Lakhwar Project, ‘Sizu:lrhy- fis i I'?E-DE::;E-I.'I:I _E'D':'rmﬂ&'ﬁ'& 1::1: T 2 3 7 5 s | 7 8 5 10 i ¥ i3
- - 7 ] ] L i New
NMDC Limited Dakpathar, Defradun invites sealed and separate tender from of olosing E-Tonder. 7408025
(A Govt. of India Enterprise) interested con Ef: ors/fims for the 1o r_::wmg work, Brief summary o 15.00 Hrs. Date & Time of opening E- bﬁ\ggigan . |
‘Khanji Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, WoF AN OGIaE 'E”dET'EQ'”E”FE'c‘W- Tender: 24,03.2025 at 15.30 Hrs. The 28 on- 2000.00 Erccutive | S | ey
Hyderabad-500028. CIN : L13100TG1058GOI001674 Tender No | D3/EE(Quality \LMP/2024-25 details of above E - tender are available on Harnad drain stc Engineer, | o icer, | Engineer
=, : N f rk- C tructi f F" r- b ted sit ﬁ £ dlj i : 1 Aera on Kurgwa 218.59 8.63 22722 13.36 +300.00 12 Constrction Aora Agra Class A
Emall : kvprakash@nmdc.co.in, [venkatesan@nmde.co.in dme of Wors:- L.onsiructuon of Fre-fabncated sine omce at Juddo Tor website www.ireps.gowvin g road from : 3 : : TC+ | Months | Division-2, | &% Zone,
¥ 1 i = i village 60.00 PW.D., ’ PW.D.,
OPEN TENDER NOTICE (E-PROCUREMENT MODE ONLY) | | 2 eontoliorcor aiiner PR n Bilt Bermeun sps ey g s
Tender No.NMDC/HO/MM/PURCH/2024/25/440, Dtd. 04.03,2025 DE‘ ”‘afe F‘;‘S 2 i b t“” '”E e ; ' i paso.00
(MSTC REF: NMDC/Head Office/Materials Management/ 26/ 24-25/ET/809) : ;tgﬂ”Hf;a' ability of bid document on website: From 04-03-2025 a A i
E-tenders are Invited for following ltems from reputed manufacturers 1 = . gra.. |
diractly or through thair dealers faccraditad agents through MSTC nertal Last date for submission of bids : 18-03-2025 upto 11.00 Hrs. NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY 2 Constrction
wobsite https: //www.mstcecommerce.comfeprocn Faor fuller & further details, kindly visit “www.ujvnl.com” E-TENDER NOTICE bridge (Span 201(}8:00 Executive | SUpeTint- [ oo
i ] | i 2x18) and STC Engineer, en(.img Engineer,
Pre Bid | Display of | Last date Earnest Executive Engineer (Quality) &r. Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRD, access road woool 12 eoEneet | Engineer, | PSRCCT
i Qty i Marth Western Railway, Bikaner for & Agra | onKarvan | 39236 | 1152 | 40388 | 22.19 | OISTCHON | Agra g% | Class A
Description (No) Meeting Is| Tender |& time for Money Lakhwar Project Dakpathar, Dehradun arth Western Railway, e o TC+ | Months | Division-2, | 2% | Zone,
9.1 Scheduled| Documents submission e = T on behall of the: President of India, Baharampur 60.00 PWD. | pyp | PWD.
= Period o il Deposit Avoid wasteful use of Electricity e e T o e Rl ‘o Dhaurau josT= Ag g | A
- E:I link road in
Supply and wiark. 1. Complete details of lenders Agra district.
Superviion of OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, MEDICAL can be seen on Website No; hiip:) T Voot
Front fd Loaders| | 11.03.2025| 17.03.2025 | 07.08.2025 s, EDUCATION & TRAINING, UTTAR PRADESH nkickyoa it & e 2tk of e o
89 Cu.m derated| 0° At To BY  |25,00,000/- 6* FLOOR, JAWAHAR BHAWAN, LUCKNOW P i B Dk s 3 on Karvan STC || Enmineen | g ineer | Ensinees
bucket capacity 11.00 AN | O7.04.72025 | 02.30 PM No. ME-3/2025/516 Luck - Dated-03 March. 2025 : ours. 4. Lale me o Agra | riverof Sher| 397.85 | 12.06 | 409.91 | 22.50 +Tc;  fonths D‘l’jfsfgn“’zn Agra zfif: Class A
alone vt Cost 0. ME- UCKNow: en- arch, opening of e-tenders: After 15,00 Hrs SemKrk:Iaézrhi 60,00 WD [c):&cll;:, WD
cap for 06 Years Important information regarding opening of B o e o 236000
i - at - -ETende:- -25; Name road of Agra
i3 :ﬂ’:‘hhg;'r;r registration portal for online counseling Wik Sinaihanig ot yaiion B disict. . I
; A 3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website
= - | £ Bat - fgarh
Prospective bldders may visit our websites, www.nmdc.co.in; CPP Portal . llf |.|F HEET FE 2“24 ::EEC:-I Z-;ls;:'gﬂgnn U;n_?raali:xnr: :EL hitp://etender.up.nicin and Prahari (htp:/wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 06-03-2025 to
hthE:”ET-‘_ rocu "Erﬂ_"-"'i"-im '_'*“F'S:”""_l-"'t'-'e"-"mme_r_“f-"‘“m :""'f' may In view of the reduction of cut-off percentile for NEET PG-2024 by station (TSS) at Mandi Dabiawal station 12-03-2025. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of http://etender.up.nic.in and
download the tender documents. Any corrigendum to the above tender NBEMS. Mew Delhi Motice dated 25.02.2025. the dates for online Bik A c [ th Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/ 23-7/2020/176(1k0)/06 Dt 25-08-2020
notice will be uploaded on our website and M5TC e-portal only. 1 [ i admissi MD/M S/ Diol d DNB i HE I BREYAK Loms o e on or before 12:00 pm Dt. 12-03-2025. Technical Bid received online will be opened on 12-03-2025 at
GM (Materials) reqistration or aomission to (IWlayLiploma an COUrses In wark: 6.07. 84.836.7- EMD/SD 1930
overnment/private medical colleges for UP NEET PG-2024 e et ' ~>U pm.
Eﬂ unseling ar:—:pas follows- ' Pomendet . i (G.K. Varshney) 7 (C.P. Singh)
3 Please join us on®® @ / NWRallways Executive Engineer UPID'23O31_1dD5- 28-02-2025 ‘ Superintending Engineer
et 58 s o ) 8 T allways D-2. PW.D.. A www.upidadv.gov.in i W.D.,
BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE | [ _Description ; Dates Total Days CD-2, PW.D., Agra pidadv.g Agra Circle, .W.D., AGRA
Office of the Executive Engineer, BEMP, 1 |Date of ﬂl'f'_'““E HE‘E'SIFE[I{I” 04 rglaa!ﬂh 2025 (From 11:00 AM)| 03 Days
K.R. Pura Division, Old Madras Road, K.R. Pura, & deposition of registration | to 06" March 2025 : = = i uniab national ban
Bengaluru - 560 036. fee/ Security money (Till 05:00 PM) punj b L bank
_ _ | Waany ____L GSNa SieIe aw national bank
No: EE/KRP/TND/13/2024-25 Date: 01.03.2025 m The registration portal is being opened due fo the cut-off percentile being R ...the name you can BANK upon |

lowered by NBEMS, New Delhi for online registration of all the upcoming
round for eligible candidates under UP NEET PG Counseling-2024.

There is no need for re-registration of eligible candidates already
registered for UP NEET PG -2024 counseling

Only new candidates who would register on the prescrbed dates and
previously registered eligible candidates will be eligible to participate in
gl. the counseling. The list of all the above registered candidates will be sent
Ho. Name of the Work to NBMES New Delhi for preparation of State Specific Merit List, in which
Filling of Potholes in ward roads of K.R. Pura Assembly the state merit rank list of previously registered candidates may change.
Constituency. (Call-2). Est. Cost: 165.00 Lakhs. EMD = For the UP NEET PG 2024 counseling, it is mandatory for the eligible new
1| Amount: Rs.2,47,500/-. Tender Processing Fee (Rs.): As candidates to register by logging on the website hitps://www.upneeLin by
per E-Proc Portal. Period of Completion: 12 Months. depositing the registration fee of Rs. 2000/ (Rs. Two thousand only) onling.

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)
(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer (KR, Pura) invites Item Rate lenders "
from eligible appropriate class tenderers registered in BBMP/
CPWD/IKPWD/Railways/MES/any State or Central Gowt =
Organisations for the work detailed in the table below.

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
CIRCLE SASTRAARRAH, 2ND FLOOR, HOTEL REGAL, NEAR RAMANA MAIDAN, ARRAH, BHOJPUR, BIHAR-802301,
PHONE NO. 7004519963, EMAIL:-cs8187@pnb.co.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable
property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Constructive Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank/
Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 19/03/2025, for recovery of Rs. 1,62,06,064.67
due to the Secured Creditor from M/S GOLDEN RICE MILL, PROP. SH ASHOK KUMAR and MD. NAIM @ MD. NAIEM RAIEN @ MD. NAIM
(MORTGAGOR/GUARANTOR) S/O- MD. ABDUL KARIM. The reserve price will be Rs. 48,35,000/- and Rs.63,60,000/- respectively the earnest
money deposit will be Rs.4,83,500/- and Rs.6,36,000/- respectively.

Other details of E-Auction

Force School, Rock View area, near
Hanuman Mandir, Delhi Cantt 110010
Latest by 16 MARCH 2025.

For Further details contact: ﬂii-l
Z256T2865, BG1B135746 email-

deal with the property/ies and any dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF
BARODA for the amount stated herein below and further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs,
charges and expenses till date of payment.

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time,

Eligibility of Contractor: Class lll & above. m The registrafion fee will not be refunded under any circumstances. i.e S.N | Name of the branch; Description of the Inmovable (a) Date of demand (a) Reserve Price Date/ Details
Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents may be downloaded registration fee is not refundable. N;':I: :L‘gg :;i‘;l::; Properties gxtl';;; E’;I ?c(tzz) :ofz 2:)) E:nslt)date o EITI‘Jit?;n ) ::::‘:b_
from GOK KPP portal webstie: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in] |= To parficipate in the counseling, it is mandatory to deposit security :

e e W : : of the Borrower/ (b.1) O/S amount as on EMD Bid rances
(2) Last date for submission of Tender queries & clarifications. amount of Rs. 30,000/ (Rs. thirty thousand only) for the seats of Guarantors account date of 13 (2) notice |(d) Bid Increase known to
05.03.2025 upto 16.00 hrs. (3) Pre-bid meeting W!" be held on MD/MS/Diploma and DNB courses in the government colleges and Rs. (b.2) O/S amount as on Amt. the secured
K.R.Pura, BEMP. (4) Last date for submission of tender .fi'l'a.LE EII:IIIE: 45 Enllnpy . B dRninsitine Hhis: Spconie amaiist of B (c) Possession date u/s
documents: 11.03.2025 upto 16.00 hrs. (5) Technical Bids will . ; i !p I'g' A ¥ ; 13(4) of SARFAESI
be opened on: 13.03.2025 at 16.30 hrs. (6) Financial Bids will be E.'.lg]{!'.[]ﬂﬂ.n, the candidates will be eligible for both government and ) Act 2002. |
opened on14.03.2025 at 16.30 hrs. private seats. 01 |BIHIYA (600200): All the Part and Parcel of Immovable|(a) 18.10.2023 (a) Rs.48,35,000/- | 19/03/2025, | Not Known
L. A P : = Candidates whose registration fee & Security money is not deposited will M/s GOLDEN RICE|Properties (land & Building) Situated|(b.1) Rs.2,12,64,597.26 |(b) Rs.4,83,500/- | 11:00 AM to
Furtnar, detalls: can: be had from b oifics of e P | MILL, PROP. SH|at- Mauza- Piro, Thana No 88, Ward|ason 10.01.2024 +  |(c) 18/03/2025 | 04:00 PM
above during office hours on all working days or visit NGLDE SNGIDIE TOT CRDICE TRING IN the COUNSEng Process. , .
: A . ; : ; -~ ASHOK KUMAR No-12, Khata No- 878, Holding No- 239, |further interest & other  |(d)Rs 20,000/-
KPP portal website: https:/(kppp.karnataka.gov.in m All information related to UP NEET PG 2024 counseling will be uploaded A/C NO: Plot No 2009, 2010, Thana —Piro, Dist-|charges.
Sd/- Executive Engineer, K.R, Pura Division, BBMP on website hitps://upneet.gov.in and www.dgme.up.gov.in. 15114015002381 Bhojpur, Bihar, Area-04 Decimal. Owner | (b.2) Rs.62,06,064.67 as
- Director General M/S GOLDEN RICE|Mortgagor — Md. Naeim Raien, S/Ojon 28.02.2025
[ ) MILL, PROP. SH|Md. Abdul Karim. Boundary: North-Ara|(c) 11.01.2024
ASHOK KUMAR|[Sasaram Road, South-Manjoor Miya,
No.2 AIR FORCE St;:HElﬂL PALAM REGIONAL OFFICE: _ SIO- SHIV KUMAR,|East-  Gali, then Abdul Khan, West-
."LL":?-!-SBMHE are Invited for the FIEI51 of NTT Bank of BarOda, First Floor, Diamond Complex, R/O: TILATH ROAD Yahlya raien and Salauddinn Raien
teacher and Ayah in AF School on Regular| | ?ﬂi T ﬁm Dilli More, Darbhanga-846004 Cont. No. 8969513429 ' | : '
: ; {1 ’ WARD NO. 12,|Registered Mortgage Deed No -11853
ﬁslsff rfw mHﬁm j bl Bouk of Barode S POSPS. PIRC, BIMI |dated 30112017,
ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂh s POSSESSION NOTICE (for Inmovable Property) DISTRICT- BHOJPUR, |All the Part and Parcel of Immovable (a) Rs.63,60,000/-
Taaehais Tralcing dld o . . . BIHAR-802207. Properties (land & Building) Situated (b) Rs.6,36,000/-
eachers Training diploma or diploma [As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002] MD. NAIM @ MD.|at- Mauza- Piro, Thana No 88, Khata (c) 18/03/2025
i t 1/ Pra-Pri - : : : S . | b - ’ '
Tezgf:;r? I#:?;?:;Dr['mmm;nggﬂ Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the BANK OF BARODA under the Securitisation NAIEM RAIEN @ MD.|No- 195, Plot No 700, Thana —Piro, (d)Rs 20,000/-
R s AR and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of NAIM (MORTGAGOR!/|Dist- Bhojpur, Bihar, Area-26.50 Decimal.
% hg Mo aducatinn oslifcat Lired [POWers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 GUARANTOR)  S/O-|Owner/Mortgagor — Md. Naeim Raien,
ﬁ%&ﬁfﬁt;m*'m qualication required) issued a demand notice calling upon the borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 MD. ABDUL KARIM,|S/O Md. Abdul Karim. Boundary: North-
NTT - 21 10 50 years as on 01 Jul 25 | |48ys from the receipt of the said notice. R/O: TILATH ROAD,|Sadru Khan, South- Sadru Khan, East-
Avall <944 ~4D} 0 .'j IIEE The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the WARD NO. 12 POlistekhar Ali and Ahmadi Khatoon. West-
EMRIE S L FORT S A Lo borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession o . :
Applicants are fo forward Resumeltyped : : : . ; ) . + PS - PIRO, BIMI,|Karha and Rasta Registered Mortgage
b of the property/ies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the
or hand written application by post or hand . . . DISTRICT- BHOJPUR,|Deed No -11853 dated 30.11.2017.
wiar 16 Teacher [oich No. 2 Al said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules. BIHAR-802207
i e B o st Tl |The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to a

noiairforceschoolpalam@gmail.com
Timing - 0300h to 1330h Monday -

be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its nevwspapers
or Publications. We therefore

Date of Possession: 27.02.2025

available to redeem the secured assets.
Name of Borrower / Guarantors & Description of Inmovable Properties

Date of Demand Notice: 07.12.2024

Amt: 313,35,699.58/- (Rupees Thirteen lakh thirty five
thousand six hundred ninety nine and fifty eight paise

Supaul, Thana No0.152, Khata-669(N), Khesra
No0.718/3544, Area-16 Dhur 8 Dhurki (3.5 Decimal)
Ward No.19, Old Ward No.-9. Boundaries as
per Sale Deed N-R C Road, S-Ashok Singh,

Litigations known to the secured creditors in respect to SARFAESI Action:-NIL

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002

1.

and to the following further conditions.
The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER
THERE IS BASIS.

Friday Branch / Name of Borrowers/ Date of Demand Notice Description of the properties 2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of
CIMIPORTANT / Date of Possession / Amount Outstanding the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error,
_ Branch: Supaul Branch Equitable mortgage of land and building. Total misstatement or omission in this proclamation.
ilst care is taken prior to = = q A g q . . ) . . .
acceptance of advertising | |M/s Shivam Old Plastic Recycle Proprietor-Mrs. Bevi|Area-16 Dhur 8 Dhurki (3.5 Decimal). Name Scan QR Code for visiting 3- The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website
GoPY b notpossbletoNGay | |Devi (Borrower) and Mr. Shyam Sunder Chaudhary|of Title holder: Mr. Shyam Sunder Chaudhary www.pnbindia.in https://baanknet.com on 19/03/2025 from 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM.
Express (P) Limited cannot | |(Guarantor) S/o Late Srilal Chaudhary, situated at Mauza- 1P : 4. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of

the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error,
misstatement or omission in this proclamation.

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9 (1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

recommend that readers only) together with unapplied interest from 24.07.2023|E-Indrakant Karn, W-Saharsa Main Road, At Date :01/03/2025 (Sh. Sunil Kumar Sinha, Chief Manager)
g“eigfegzﬁiisf;g&”ggmgz plus other charges (if any) thereon at the contractual rate |present boundary: N-R C Road, S-Ashok Singh, Place : Arrah AUTHORISED OFFICER

or entering into any | |plus costs, charges & expenses till date of payment. E-Indrakant Karn, W-Saharsa Main Road. PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK
agreemen with advertisers

o Sthorwise acting on an | [Date : 27.02.2025 Authorised Officer SECURED CREDITOR
advertisemont _in any | |Place : Supaul Bank of Baroda M-7004519963

PUNJAR STATE MOWER CORPOYRATHN LIMITEIY
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A\ Canara_

Muzaffarpur Il Branch

POSSESSION NOTICE (SECTION 13 (4)) (For Immovable Property)

Whereas: The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank under Secuntisation And
Reconsiruction of Financial Assats and Enforcemant of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) and in

3 Lic HOUSING FINANCE LTD.

2nd Floor Blscouman Tower, Gandh| Maldan (West), Patna - 800001, Tel. No. - 0612 - 2332128

[Rule 8 (1)] POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)
Whereas, The undersigned being the authorized officer of the LIC HOUSING FINANCE LTD. under the

Chiel’ Engineer'IT, PSPUL, Patala invites e-tender for Selection of | | exercise of powers conferrad under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcament) Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 54 of

Service Provider Tor Customer Services Call Center (OPEX Modet for | | Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice dated 22.10.2024 (Paper Publication Date 15.11.2024) calling upon the 2002 (3 of 2002} and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13 (12) read with rufe 3 of the Security

PSICL v Chwning Oneratine and Maintainine it For detalled 517 & | | Borower Mis Friends Construction through its Partner Vinay Kumar Singh, S/o Late Harl Keshav Prasad interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notices on foliowing date calling upon the following
. s e i = = e S ; Singh, Vijay Sharma Sfo Late Chandradeo Prasad Sharma and Ram Krishna S/o Sn Ajay Kumar Sharma; loanee under below mentioned loan Alc to repay the below mentioned amount within 60 days from the

tender specifications please refer to htips://eproc.punjab.gov.in from | | Haay Office Hio Sri Bimal Singh; Mohalla Bawan Bigha; PO Kanhauli Bishnudatta, Dist- Muzaffarpur, dates of receipt of the said notice.

DRNI2025. 1500 hirs onwands Partner 1/Mortgagor- 3ri Vinay Kumar Singh, 5o Late Hari Keshav Prasad Singh, Ffo Village Sahori, P.O- The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice in hereby given to the borrower and the public in

Note: Comgendum and sddendum, if any will be published online st | Saidpur via PUSA Form; PS Chakmeshsi, Dist- Samastipur Pin 842125, Partner 2 / Mortgagor- Sri Arvind general thal the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herain below In exercise of

hiipes:

eprac. pun jabogos.an

Kumar Singh urf Vijay Sharma S/o Late Chandradeo Shama, Rio Manik Vishunpur Chand, P.O- Manik, P.5-
Mushahari Dist Muzaffarpur, Partner 3- 5n Ram Krishna 5/o Late Ajay Kumar Sharma, R/o Village+ P.O- Pilkhi
Gagpatti, P.5- Sakra, Dist- Muzaffarpur, Guarantor 1/ Mortgagor- Smit. Mithlesh Sinha W/io Lale Har Keashay
Prasad Singh, Rfo Village Sahor, P.O- Saidpur via PUSA Form, P.5- Chakmeshsi, Dist- Samastipur Pin
842125, Guarantor 2 - Smt. Sushila Sharma Wio Ajay Kumar Sharma, Rio Village+ P.O- Filkhi Gagpatti, P.5-
Sakra, Dist- Muzaffarpur, Guarantor 3 - Shyam Krishna, S/o Ajsy Kumar Sharma, Rio Village+ PO- Pilkhi
Gagpatti, P.53- Sakra, Dist- Muzaffarpur, Guarantor 4 - Anupama Kumari Wio HEam Krishna,
Ffo Village+ P.O- Pilkhi Gagpatti, P.5- Sakra, Dist- Muzaffarpur, Guarantor 5 - Ajay Kumar Sharma, Rio

powers conferred on him / her under section 13 (4) of the said Act read with rule 8 and 9 of the said Rules on
the following dates

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and
any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the LIC HOUSING FINANCE LTD for below
mentionad amount.

The borrower's attention is invited to provision of Sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
avallable to redeem the secured assels.

I fafass= syndicate Villa s - " ; - : Date of Demand Notice &
ga+ PO Pilkhi Gagpatti, P.5- Sakra, Disl- Muzaffarpur, Guarantor & Mortgagor- Ram Niwas Prasad Name & Address
Regional Office; Pumea [ | Singhi@ Ram MNiwas Sharma Sfo Chandradeac Sharma, Rfio Manik Vishunpur Chand, P.O- Manik, P.5- of Borrower Mmhmpﬁsﬂm-’ Description of the Immovable Property
Mushahari, Dist- Muzaffarpur, Guarantor7- Hari Mohan Mishra, S/o Late Madhu Mangal Mishra Hio Sri Bimal e
POSSESSION NOTICE Singh, Mohalla Bawan Bigha, P.O- Kanhauli Bishnudatta, Dist- Muzaffarpur, to repay the amount mentioned in Mr. Rakesh Kumar Pandey |/ 10.12.2024 All that part and parcel of the property consisting of

YWhereas: The undersigned being the Authonzed Officer of the Canara Bank under
Securtization And Reconstruction of Financial Assels and Enforcerment of Security
Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13
(12 read with Rude 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, ssued Demand
Motice calling upon the Borower | Guaramtor mentioned herein below to repay he
amount mentioned in he notics within 60 days from the date of receipt of the sasd nolice
The Borrower! Guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is heraby given fo the
Bomower | Guaranlor and thea public in general, thal the undersignad has taken
possession of the proparty descnbed herain below in exarcise of powers confamed on
him under Sacton 13(4) of the said Act, Kead with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rule: The
Bomower | (suarantorin particular-and the pubdc m generat are hereby cautioned notto
dea! with ihe properies herein below and any dealings with the property will be subject to
the charge of Canara Bank for the amount mentioned agaanst their names and interest
thereon. The borrower's atlention i invited to provisions of sub-section(8) of section 13

the notice, being amounts to Rs. 68,29,329.02/- ( Rupees Sixty Eight Lakhs Twenty Nine Thousand Three
Hundred Twenty Nine and Two Paise Only) with further cost, charges and interest within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the 2aid notice.

The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the bormmower and the public in
general, that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him ¢ her under section 13 (4) of the said Act, read with Bule 8 & 9 of the said Rule on
this 01zt day of March of the year 2025.

The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not o deal with the
property and any dealings with the: property will be subject to the charge of GCanara Bank
Muzaffarpur Il Branch for an amount of Bs. 68,29, 329.02/- [ Rupees Sixty Eight Lakhs Twenty Nine
Thousand Three Hundred Twenty Nine and Two Paise Only) with further cost, charges and interest thereon.

The bomower's attention is invited to the provisions of Sechion 13 (8) of the Act, in respect of time available, to

feudenm lissdtured asaals, Description of the Immovable Property

All that part and parcel of the property consisting of 1. Property In the name of Smt. Mithilesh Sinha, situated at
Mauza Village Sahaur P.5- Chak Mehsi, Thana No. 9, Khata Mo, 238, Khesra No. 1121, Area- 5 Katha 7.5 Dhur

Sale Deed No.- 8111 Dated- 17.12.2016, Khata
MNo-4, Pliok No- 558, Thana - Chainpur, Rakba-2.04
Dacimal, Circle- Kanti, DSROY SEO- Motipur,
Bihar, Inthe name of Mr. Rakesh Kumar Pandey
Boundary - North - Awadesh Kumar & Others,
South: - Chandeshwar Rai & Others, East: - 10 fit
wide kachhi sadak & Sudha Devi, Weast: - Shiv
Jisah & Others

Suresh Kumar Panday, Phuladh
F.O- Phuladn, Via - Gayaspur,
Thana - Paroo, Muzaffarpur,
Bihar- 843107

Alc No. 212100002591
R=. 4 37 983.66

Alc No. 212100003925
Rs. 1,19,950.78

+3arfaesi + Other Charges
01.03.2025

All that part and parcel of the property consisting of
Sale Deed Mo.- 18735 Dated-10.08.2009,
Khata No- 162, Plot No- 84, Thana - Gobrahi
iGobardhanpur), Rakba- 2.00 Decimal,
Circle-Mushahari, DSR0O/ SRO- Muzaffarpur,
Bihar, Intha nameaof Ms. Anupam Kumari,

Boundary - North -12 Fit chaura sadak kachchi,
South: - Yogendra Sah, East: - Hal Khardar,

10.12.2024
Alc No. 212100004149
Rs. 20,49,605.63

Ale No. 212100004150
Rs. 8,17.048.67

+3arfaesi + Other Charges

Mr. Anupam Kumari / Shiv
Kumar Singh, 3/C- Mahesh
Prasad Singh, Road Mo-8, PO-
Khabra, P.5- Sadar, At- Chankya
Vihar, Lane Mo-1, Kahbra urf
Kiratpur, Gurdas, Muzaffarpur,
Bihar- 843146,

ofthe act, In respect of time available to redeem the secured assels, and Khata No. 239 Khesra No 1120, Area- 13 Katha 8 Dhur Boundary- North- Nij, South- Road, East - Sitaram 01.03.2025 West: - Hal Kharidar
=ingh, West- Boundary of Basirar; Registry and Disfrict Samastipur Vide Deed No. 1280 Dated -21.01.15974., — —
PURNIA LINE BAZAR BRANCH (5745) 2. Property in the name of Smt. Mithilesh Sinha W/o- Late Harikeshav Prasad Singh situated at Mauza Mrs. Deepa Sonl [ Mr. Vijay 07.10.2024 Allthat part and parcel of the peopacty cons|sting o

Name of the Borrower- Md. Khalid (Prop -M's Sun Enlerprises), Liabilities- Rs.
3082 023.00 {Rupees Thirty Lakhs Eighty Twe Thousand And Twenty Five Only) and
interest thereon, Date of Demand Notice- 11.01 2019, Date of Possession Notice-
01,03 2025, Description of the Immovable Property- Khata Mo — B6S | Khesara No -
338 | Area - (1 katla, Boundaries- North - Safi Ahmed, South — Shami Ahmed, East -
Private Rasta, West— Private kachhi ragta

: Name of Title holder- Wd, Khaled sfo- L Md Mahmood

| Date- 01/03/2025
| Place- PURNIA LINE BAZAR

Authorized Officer
(Canara Bank)

Sahaur, Tauzi Thana Mo 9, Halka MNo.-2, Khata No 123{0Id) 520 (New), Khesara Mo, 1207(01d} 2258 (New],
Area-5 Kathha 1 Dhur, Boundary- North- Bhola Prasad Singh, South- Bhola Prasad Singh & Road East -
Bhola Prasad Singh, West - Bhola Prasad Singh, Paragna Kasma, Thana Chak Mehsi, Sub Registry Kisanpur,
Anchal- Kalyanpur, District-Samastipur vide Deed No 7029 Dated 14.05. 2002,

2. Property in the name of Sri Vinay Kumar Singh S/o- Late Harikeshav Frasad Singh sifuated at
Mauza - Sahaurl, Tauzl Thana No-2, Halka No.-2, Khata No.117({Old) 514{New), Khesara No. 1294({0ld)
2306(Mew), Area 4 Kathha 16 Dhur, Boundary=- North- Nij, South - Ram Autar Das, East - Road, West - Ram
Autar Das and Shiv Shankar Choudhary, Thana Chak Mehsi, Anchal Kalyan, Sub Registry - Kisanpur,
Dist- Samastipur vide Deed No. 15553 Dated 27.11.2004

Date : 01.03.2025 Place: Muzaffarpur Authorised Officer (Canara Bank)

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Sale Deed No.-B932, Dated-12.09.2013, Mauza
Bihta, Pargana - Manar, PO- Bikta, Thana No- 47,
Tauzi Mo- 2582, Khata Mo- 27VE, Survey
Khesra Plot No- 383, Land Area 1 Khatta 7 Dhur,
Sub Registry Office- Danapur, Patna, Bihar.
In the name of Mrs. Deepa Soni, Boundary -
Morth - 4 Fit Rasta Plol No-361 & 362 Hal Digar,
South: - Mr. Satrudhan Singh. East:- Part of plot
Hal Kharidar, West:- Part of plot Hal Kharidar

Soni, Mauza Bihta, Pargana -
Maner, FO-Bihta, Thana Mo-47,
Tauzi No - 2582, Khata No- 278,
Survey Khesra Plol No- 383,
Land Area 1 Khatta ¥ Dhur, Sub
Regisiry, office-Danapur, Patna,
Bihar

Alc No. 212100002813
Rs. 23,35,460.18

Alc No. 212100003345
Rs. 11,00,274.82

+3arfaesi + Other Charges

27.02.2025

Authorised Officer (LIC Housing Finance Limited)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
CROSSWORD 5615 DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
BIG-CITY AIRBNE GUESTS LEARN ACTUALLY, THIS IS
HOW THEY DO IT IN THE 'BURBS... PRETTY EXCITING/
I GUESS SHARING OF PAY - F - 4 ARIES (Mar 21 - API' 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
STREAMING IS A  PER-VIEW A IT'S TIME i [am quite sure Venus and
LOCAL CUSTOM.. E.I:}I""!F"Eﬂ TIVE : FOR THEM... i thatin the past you Jupiter are
\ TWINKIE AND YOU... - have been slighted offering all the
EATING?? TO LEAVE. I _ at work. However, help you need.
. H it takes a brave person to get Personally, emotionally and
) 2 the better of you. At leasta professionally, your life can
i financial wrong should soon be transformed. All you need
E be put to rights. In matters of todoisaccept thata particular
£ the heart, your feelings are chapter has come toanend,
still dominated by fantasies. and that help will come from
unexpected quarters.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Afirst glance at SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
your planetary For quite some
@ picture suggests time you have
that the current buried your head in
situationis rather simple. A the sand, but then
deeper examination, however,  thisis a terribly natural thing
{ [ wWiSH WeD GED AD reveals subtleties that are for any Scorpio to do. Looking
H OOk HAHH AGQUARIVB ! - intimately bound upwithhow  at things from the other angle,
OO HAHHH successfully you communicate ~ why should you get involved in
COM WAMH with close partners. Always matters which you honestly
ACROSS DOWN oAl HAHM give a chance to respond. feel are none of your business?
1 Donkey leftin very good 2 Scope for cookery / GEMINI (May 22 -June 21 ) SAGITTARIUS (NOV24 -Dec 22)
pasture (9) L (5) . . Mercury's Please don't
8 Our party is being held for 3 A pay-off that is succeeding intriguing complain about
scent(5) (6) _ o relationship with your financial
9 Some deficiency apparently 4 Anumber making a living unusual Uranus situation. Thereis a
in tune quality (7) ineducation(8) _ is highly significant because great deal you can do to help
10 The very thing is left out 5 He tries to prevent ill feeling of its surprising influence yourself and heave yourself up
(6) (6) over your entire life. The net by your own boot straps. It is
11 Lower construction of 6 Finished with lass inIreland result will be contradictory amazing how well you cando
French base (6) (7) influences and a forecast of when you try. And the lesson
12What'smoreit'sasincere 7 Held out even with the head awkward choices. But, then, here is that, as soon as you
conversion (8) cutoff (9) sometimes a muddle helps. make an effort, you'll get more
15 Draw up and turn gun on 11 Change of speed leads to than you asked for.
US top brass (8) speed which is reckless (9) MARVIN by Tom Armstron g CANCER (l%l}llle 212 -Jtlly 23) CAPRICORN (Dec23-Jan 20)
: .\ _ — — —— e planetary -
l?t[,oud \éerdl c_ompé)smon full lg Paper thrown at the match e -a% WHAT ?! WHO WOULD — = picture has been You, as a Capricorn,
of fite and passion () (8) /M NOT SURE WELL, THE CONSENSLIS FROM
20Thev i : . . . 5 BE A BETTER CHOICE i unsettled for so know better than
y sit for qualifications 14 Single transaction that’s .
1 o ] B ¥ " ¥ roubled waters have flowe past obligations
%(} ({;lcdev(v;\)y to gofrom place gg E]I?‘;lcl?etricﬁi?{ %t)s aselfish - F'DE ﬁ' .‘iﬂ.ﬁ_HTﬂ'E E* i — T!:E Be l"_rTE_EA LY AH??HE . under the bridges in recent cannot be ignored. If you want
22% e littl 17 Bather in difficul ¢ / g times. As from now, the to renege on a promise, do so
(BIER NI LA ather indifficulty may ge . Cancerian horoscope is with the absolute total
evidence (5) . outofit(6) ) : becoming decidedly more minimum of fuss! At work, an
23 Very pleased with the 19 One loses one’s head when " relaxed. You'll do well, by employer needs placating.
lamp indeed (9) inacorner(5) . 3 the way, if you take the
g ] moral high ground. AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Solutions Crossword 5614 Across: 1Amazing, 4 Poach, 7 Lien, 8 Grasping, 10 E 1 If thereis any Chance
Spirit lamp, 12 Bridle, 13 Ascend, 15 Impoverish, 18 Consumes, 19 Limb, 20 Ridge, 21 § £ LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) of a confrontation
Raiment Down: 1 Atlas, 2 Aperitif, 3 Girdle, 4 Past master, 5 Axis, 6 Haggard, 9 i z Mercury has spent thenit's likely to be
Fieldmouse, 11 Definite, 12 Bouncer, 14 Coheir, 16 Habit, 17 Enid 1 hy | the last few weeks caused by a massive
Eleme €2 - @ extravagantly muddle! Idon't think you need
influencing your work too hard or long to
sign, so you should have had prevent some sort of
ample room to gather showdown. When push comes
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 2s o™ information and to make your to shove, you may indeed find
Instructions g 2 o0 4 /8912136171115 choices. There is no pointatall thata threatened
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move To solve a Sudoku puzzle, T i - 00) | | In giving Oth'EI' peoplq the run- confro_ntgtlon failsto
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and ﬂ' every digit from1to 9 ? B 4 n 5 2 1 E 4 ? E g 3 around. You'll waste time. materialise.
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip. t ; hofth 1 T i { i - | | | i [ [ i
Thereis afine line between___and good taste and moral responsibility. - Steven o) :;g:;%:;:&iargn: in ¢ 8 1 5 41 ’9 ¢ E 3 ? 1 9 5 4 2 B VIRGO (Aug 24- Sep' 23 ) PISCES (Feb 20- Mar 20)
Spielberg (10) (00) : 1S, - ; @) The Moon S The Moon moves
LD | eachoftheninehorizontal 3.4 5 8 06 P Q1716131241815 1 practical presence on today, exerting
APEOR STHICN =) | rowsandineachofthe - ' =) =1 =1 =1 encourages you to an additional
.:.. . . \¢ nine boxes. N 8 4|2]|6 5 119|137 make your own way role in your
(@) ' &= | I o | ~ | al within the family and, in all partnerships. This means that
() 711 6 3 24 = 119 3 7 8 g 2 416 matters concerning the home, you will have to take other
BSSIL OUDLHP - Difficulty Level g | B 158 7 9 7111415/6(213(8|9 you should keep your own people's wishes into account,
(7)) 1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy; | . L X ] Ml | L counsel. Nobody can give you but that partnerships will offer
. 3s = Medium: ’45 _ Hard-’ 5 3 g = 3 g 5 4 “I,." B 1 E 2 advice which will match your considerable benefits. Keep an
. Bs=Ve Har’d' ’ - - - . . b ownideas, but thatdoesn't eye on private priorities but
S1aq[a1ds UaA)s - Kyqisuodsal - fyare 4 8 o 2/ 6/1819111315!/714 mean you shouldn't listen. emphasise public projects.
[eJow pue 33se) poo3 pue dIYSIOSUII UIaMIS( Ul Ul B ST 19U -I9MSUY S =Lenius (7p)
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) Cr.PC
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Namely:
Sunil Kumar Sharma, Slo.: Rajesh Sharma, Rlo. Flat No.404,
Creative Heights Co.Op. Housing Society, Pocket-4, Sector-9,
Rohini, Delhi has committed (or is suspected o has committed) the
offence in a case vide FIR No.534/2022 U/S 420/34 IPC registered at
P.S Madhu Vihar, Delhi and it has been retumed on a warrant of amest
thereupon issued stating that the said Sunil Kumar Sharma could not
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Harpreet Singh @ Preet, S/io Sukhdev, Rfo H.No. 18, Gopal
Nagar, Fateh Nagar, Delhi has committed (oris suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 751/2021, U/s
380/454/411/34 IPC, P.5. Rajouri Garden, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said Harpreet Singh @ Preet cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Harpreet
Singh @ Preet has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Harpreet Singh @
Preet accused of P.5. Rajouri Garden, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 02.04.2025. By Order
Sh. Shashank Nandan Bhatt
Ld. Metropolitan Magistrate
Room No. 356, 3" Floor
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/2697/WD/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Bhupender @Bhopa S/o Hem Raj R/o 5-366,
Mangolpuri Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 746/2019 U/s
356/379/411/34 IPC P.S Nangloi, Delhi and it has been
retfurned to warrant of arrest there upon issued that the
said accused Bhupender @Bhopa cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Bhupender @Bhopa has absconded (or is

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Salman S/o Ismail Rio (1). H.No. A-868, Camp No. 2, JJ
Colony, Nangloi, Delhi (2). 111/C-2 Extension, Nangloi Delhi
{3). H.No. A-393, Camp No. 2, JJ Colony, Nangloi, Delh ihas
Committed {or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 573/2023 U/s 392/41134 IPC, P.5. Nangloi, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Salman cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Salman has absconded
(or 15 concealing himself lo avold the service of the said
warrant).

Froclamation is hereby made that the said accused Salman of
case FIR No. 573/2023 U/s 392/41134 IPC, P.5. Nangloi, Delhi
is required to appear before this Court o answer the said

complainton or before 15.05.2025.
By Order
Ms. Aakansha
Judicial Magistrate First Class-05
Room No. 336A
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/2437/0D/2025(Court Mattaer)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

VWhereas compliaint has been made before me that accused
Person Gaurav Kapani, Slo: Subhash Chander Kapani; Rlo: Flat
Ma. 171 Block-H Arunodaya Apartment Vikaspuri Delhi & NLB
Sarvice Pyt Ltd Employee Code - 1810 A-66 Sector 63 Noida Disit
Gautam Budh Nagar, UP has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in Case No: 12476/2018 W/S: 138 NI Act,
PS: Mangolpuri , Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused person(s) Gaurav
Kapani, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person{s) Gaurav Kapani, has
absconded (or is concealing himself to aveid the service of the said
warrant). Proclamation s hereby made that the said accused
person Gaurav Kapani, of Case No: 12476/2018 U/S: 138 NI Act,
PS: Mangolpuri , Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) Cr.PC
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Namely:
Sunil Kumar Sharma, Sfo.; Rajesh Sharma, Rio. Flat No.404,
Creative Heights Co.Op. Housing Society, Pocket-4, Sector-9,
Rohini, Delhi has committed (or s suspected to has committed) the
offence in a case vide FIR No.534/2022 U/S 420/34 IPC registered at
P.S Madhu Vihar, Delhi and it has been retumed on a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued stating that the said Sunil Kumar Sharma could not
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
accused Sunil Kumar Sharma is absconded (or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said accused Sunil Kumar Sharma s required to appear
before the court to answer the said complaint on or before 07.04.2025.

® Metro Railway, Kolkata

e-Tender Is invited by Principal Chief Engineer, Metro Railway for the
following work: Mame of work: "BEehabilitation and Strangthening of girdar
support sysiem with rectification of seating surface of bearings under running
fraflic batween Joka-Majerhial section of Metro Rallway, Kolkala®. Approx Cost
of Work : Rs, 7941, 65,982 48; Earnest Money : 76.21,00{.00; Completion
Period: 12 { Twalve) Maonths; Date and Time of Closing : 25.03. 2025 al 12:00
Hrs, The Tender Documant and other details can be obtained from the website
www.ireps.gov.in, Amendments/Corrigendurn, if any, would be uploaded
only on the website. Abridged e-Tender Notice Mo. ; Civil-2481-2024 (Open)

Follow us at: @ /metrorailwaykol /metrorallkolkata

PUNJARBR STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

{Red, CHTEce: I'SEBR Head (dlce, The Mall, Patials - 14700 )

Coorparaie deatity Samber U0 109EBI01 0000 BAKES
Wichsite: wwwpspelin | Mobile No. W6461-55515

accused Sunil Kumar Sharma is absconded (or is concealing himself | | concealing himself to avoid the service of said warrant). - _ _ P the service of the sald warrant),
lo avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made | | Proclamation is hereby made that Bhupender @Bhopa "*"*'_“dt“f ._"-“‘f-_-‘:“- *"f" ""‘3-{.-‘_“"‘".“-’.‘@‘ — Ll "‘ PGt by e tat e sak scused, Raji or
that the said accused Sunil Hl:ll'l"lﬂl" Ehallrma i required to appear in FIR No. T4_EIEI]1E_ Uis 355!3?9!4111’34_ IPC P.S Ly t.“hj F_lfyr'.ulr iL:.-1~1l|lll;uinxluld::u..uL_u::.: Ce i 3) & -v::._TxF .F-.mr.» g under FIR. No.100/20 uls 380/457/411/34 IPC, registered at

E‘T' Ul'd?'!' answer the said complaint on or before 05.04.2025. 510 MW BHEL wake aulis st GOSSTD toopnagar For detailed NIT & answer the said complaint on or before 08.04.2025.
Udbhav Kumar Jain Ms A ::’I irdl_?r Tender Specification plesse refer o httpe/‘eproc.punjab.gov.in from, dated By Order
Ld. Judicial Magistrate First Class-04 Judicial Magistrate First Class-05 | | 2402/2025 1700 Noon onwards Yy Ms. Tania Singh
Room Hﬂ,ﬁ, 2nd F!W!: Room No. 336-A Nole: : III“I:-E“I-”“II & .'|||I|||.'II4||:_“.1 il any will be published online DP/2488/CD/2025 ACJM Court No. 296
DP/2671/ED/2025 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi | | ppi24s0/oD/2025 Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi IWPRL/CPTOCHRRIND.Z2V.I0 (court matter) Tis Hazari Court, Delhi
' No, 4213/P0 RTP-21/25

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
person(s) Sidharth S/o Sudesh Yadav Rfio H.no-238 Near
Kalawati School Jaitpur Extn. Part-l Jaitpur New Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
FIR No: 126/2022 Uis: 27/61/85 NDPS ACT PS: Jaitpur, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused person(s) Sidharth, cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused person(s) Sidharth, has absconded (or is concealing
him self to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the said accused person(s) Sidharth, of FIR
No-126/2022 Uls 27/61/85 NDPS ACT P3S: Jaitpur, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 07.04.2025. By Order

Chhavi Bansal

Judicial Magistrate First Class-11
South East Room No.09 Main Building
Saket Court, Delhi

DP/2193/SE/2025
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCERPROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) Cr. P. C.
Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Raju Sfo Lt Maveen Chand Rle H. Mo.
|-158, Gali Meer Jumla, Lal Kuan, Delhi have committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence under FIR. No.
100/20 U/S 380/457/411/34 IPC has been registered at P.S.
Hauz Quzi, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said, Raju cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said, Raju has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Prince Slo Seva Singh, Rfe: A Block Bharat Vihar
near Masjid Kakrola, New Delhi Permanent Address: Village
Himmat Pura Galwali Gale Amritsar, Punjab has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 473/20,
WiS: 392/411 IPC PS: Dwarka North, New Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused person(s) Prince, cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my safisfaction that the said accused
person(s) Prince, has absconded (or is concealing him self to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused person(s) Prince, of FIR No.
473/20, U/S: 392/411 IPC PS: Dwarka North, New Delhi is
required to appear before this Courl to answer the said
complaint on or before 02.05.2025, By Order

Neetika Kapoor

Judicial Magistrate, First Class-06
South-West District, Court No. 514
Dwarka Court, New Delhi

DPI2001/DW/2025
(Court Matter)
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Shanu S/o Aafak Rfo D-409, Janta Colony, Welcome,
Delhi has Committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in case FIR No. 481/2022 U/s 25/54/59 A. Act,
PS Welcome, Delhi and it has been returned (o a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Shanu cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said Shanu has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shanu
of case FIR No. 481/2022 U/s 25/54/59 A. Act, PS
Welcome, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint/case on or before 15.04.2025.

By Order
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Advantage India, but don’t miss the nuance

It's not about schedule, team selection or travel but familiarity with the pitches; squad’s strength must not be underestimated

Veteran spinner
Shivalkar passes
away at 84

PADMAKAR SHIVALKAR

1940-2025

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, MARCH 3

PADMAKAR SHIVALKAR, one of the finest
left-arm spinners the country has pro-
duced, passed away in Mumbai on
Monday. He was 84 and was unwell for the
past few months.

Shivalkar, one of the stalwarts in the
1960s and 70s when Mumbai ruled the do-
mestic scene unchallenged, never got to
represent the country as it was a period
when Bishan Singh Bedi was the incum-
bent left-arm spinner in the Indian team.
In 124 First-Class games, he amassed 589
wickets.

After retirement, Shivalkar also coached
the Mumbai Ranji Trophy team.

Shivalkar's demise comes on the heels
of former Mumbai captain Milind Rege's
death and cricket legend Sunil Gavaskar ex-
pressed grief at the loss.

“This is very sad news indeed. Within a
short time, Mumbai cricket has lost two of
its stalwarts, Milind and now Padmakar,
who were the architects of many a victory,”
the master batsman said.

“One of my regrets as India captain is
not being able to convince the national se-
lectors to include 'Paddy’ in the Test team.
He deserved the India cap far more than
some others who got it. That's fate. He was
the bowler who would get the best batter
from the opposition out and set up wins for
Mumbai. He could bowl the whole day
with his economical run-up and beautiful
action. Paddy was one of a kind and am
deeply saddened by his passing away.”

In 2017, Shivalkar was conferred with
the BCCI CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement
Award along with his contemporary left-
arm spinner Rajendra Goel, who too didn't
get a chance to represent India.

Former India opener Wasim Jaffer also
condoled the death.

“One of Mumbai’s greatest match-win-
ners, a stalwart of the game who, despite
his immense record in First-Class cricket,
was unfortunate never to don the Indian
cap,” Jaffer said. “A cricketer of remarkable
humility and simplicity, he was admired
both on and off the field. My deepest con-
dolences to his family during this difficult
time.”

After his playing days, Shivalkar in-
volved himself in coaching at Shivaji Park.
He spotted young talents like Harmeet
Singh, who went on to play for India Under-
19 and Mumbai, before representing the
USA.

Mumbai Cricket Association (MCA)
president Ajinkya Naik said, “Mumbai
cricket has lost a true legend today.
Padmakar Shivalkar Sir’s contribution to
the game, especially as one of the finest
spinners of all time, will always be remem-
bered. His dedication, skill, and impact on
Mumbai cricket are unparalleled. His pass-
ing is an irreplaceable loss to the cricket-
ing fraternity.”

Shivalkar was never one to crib about
the past and the absence of an India cap.

“Hope you have listened to the iconic
composition Main Zindagi ka saath nibhata
Chala Gaya (from the movie Hum Dono). It
has a line, Jo Mila Usiko Muqaddar samajh
liya (Whatever you get is destiny). For me,
I have reached that stage of life where these
things have become trivial," he was quoted
by PTI after receiving the BCCI award.

EXPRESS AT

CHAMPIONS
TROPHY

VENKATAKRISHNAB
DUBAI, MARCH 3

FORTWO weeks now, Indian cricketers have
woken up from the same hotel rooms, trav-
elled on the team bus on the by-now familiar
route, and most importantly, practiced and
played on the sluggish tracks at the Dubai
International Cricket stadium. There is no
denying the India advantage; not in the triv-
ial familiarity of rooms or non-existent flight

travel but because of the contrasting nature of

the pitches on offer in sluggish Dubai and bat-
ting-friendly Pakistan. But there is a nuance to
this advantage.

The understandable whining over India’s
advantage misses the point about the all-
round strength in the Indian squad. It has
been said that if they knew they were only
playing in Dubai, a few other teams also
would have packed their squad with more
spinners. The fact is India have quality options
not many others have. That’s why only New
Zealand, who also played a majority of their
games in Pakistan thus far, have still stacked
their squad with enough tweakers. Also, in
this day and age, taking one flight from Lahore
or Karachi to Dubai isn’t much.

But the main advantage isn’t that of

schedule or squad-selection, but of the na-
ture of the pitches. As even India found outin
the 2023 ODI World Cup, a slow turner at
Ahmedabad couldn’t help them as they
themselves had played just one game, against
Pakistan, in that tournament there. The more
regularly a team trains and plays on sluggish
tracks, the more equipped and ready they get.

Other teams haven’t had that luxury. In
tournament cricket, there is nothing new in
terms of a team playing each of their matches
atdifferent venues. Unless the event is taking
place in Bangladesh or Sri Lanka, it happens
all the time. However, no team has got this
sort of advantage when it comes to playing
all their matches at one venue, which has al-
lowed India to get acclimatised to the condi-
tions here. They came here six days before
their first match and after their second outing,
got a week’s break to get further used to the
conditions and it shows in the middle.

Of course, teams these days have the lux-
ury of replicating such conditions in practice
arenas. But this hasn’t been a dust bowl or a
crumbling pitch where there is sharp turn
and bounce to get used to. Instead, itis on the
slower side, which even if teams want to
replicate it can only be possible to an extent
and will know the actual nature of it when
they are in the middle as it is a natural wear
and tear.

Pre-knowledge won’t help

When New Zealand boarded the flight
from Rawalpindi to Dubai last week, they
knew what to expect here. As their pacer Matt
Henry admitted after the humbling on
Sunday, they knew India would take the field
with four spinners, particularly with just one
rest day in between the semi-finals. But no
pre knowledge is going to help any of the
teams to play in Dubai. In terms of personnel,
there is a familiarity around all of India’s spin-
ners — Axar Patel, Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep
Yadav and Washington Sundar. With regards
to Varun as well, by now all teams have ac-
cess to his videos. There is enough time to just
play him off safely, and target the other
bowlers. Against New Zealand, India put this
plan to good use by playing Mitchell Santner
safely and going after Michael Bracewell and
Rachin Ravindra.

But so far in the three matches, no oppo-
sition has been able to do that against the
Indian spinners. While their exceptional con-
trol of the craft has definitely had arole in it,
what also can’t be overlooked is how little
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PLAYING TODAY
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Semifinal 1: India vs Australia, 2.30 pm,
Live on: JioHotstar & Star Sports Network

Indian players celebrate the wicket of New Zealand's Mitchell Santner during Sunday’s match.

PTI

time their opponents have had whenit comes
to getting used to the conditions in Dubai.

Bangladesh, Pakistan and New Zealand
had just two sessions before their match
here. That will be the case with Australia,
who landed here on Saturday and managed
time for two sessions and just one on sta-
dium. Though the practice pitches at the ICC
Academy are similar in nature, the square at
Dubai International Stadium has been slow
in nature. It hasn’t been sluggish like
Premadasa or Mirpur, butitis definitely slow
enough for batsmen to come in and get ad-
justed to it no matter how hard you prepare
on the practice pitches. Add the slow outfield
and the big boundaries they have to cover
and the new angles to score off, these are not
easy conditions for batsmen to get used to
immediately.

Perhaps tired of the advantage talk,
India’s captain Rohit Sharma sought to point
out how the pitches have presented varying
challenges.

“Look, the three matches we played, the
nature of the surface was the same. Butinall
three games, the pitch has behaved differ-
ently. Today (Sunday), we saw the ball was
swinging alittle. We didn't see that in the first
two games when our bowlers were bowling,”
Rohit said. “Because of the different pitches,
the pitch is giving you different challenges as
abatsman. We have to think whether it's nec-
essary to play these shots or not... This is not
our home, this is Dubai. So, we don't play so
many matches here. This is new for us too.”

Only, it's been totally new-er to the rest.
Next up is Australia, a team that could face
more problems when it comes to solving the
puzzle. With Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starcand
Josh Hazlewood not around, their attackis al-
ready thin on experience. Much of their hope
is on Adam Zampa’s leg-spin and Glenn
Maxwell and they could even be tempted to
play Tanveer Sangha. But more than the
bowling, what will decide the outcome is
how soon their batting unit can get used to
the conditions here. If Travis Head can give a
quickfire start and Steve Smith decides to
drop anchor, it is not beyond their limits.

But can they do it against India spinners
overcoming these conditions is the lingering
question. And if they do, in some ways, this
would be even sweeter than the ODI world
cup final; the odds are stacked here far more
thanit wasin 2023.

Australia must counter

India’s spinners: Smith

AUSTRALIA'S HOPES of making it into the
Champions Trophy final hinge on how
well their batters can perform against
India's potent spin attack in their semi-
final meeting in Dubai, captain Steve
Smith said on Monday. India claimed a
44-runvictory over New Zealand ina
Group A clash on Sunday to qualify for the
semi-finals unbeaten, with spinner
Varun Chakravarthy taking 5-42 ina
match-winning display. "It's not just
Chakravarthy, I think the rest of the
spinners are quality as well, so I think for
us the game's probably won and lost how
we play this spin,” Smith told reporters
ahead of Tuesday's match. "Particularly
in the middle overs, the way we get
through there. It's going to be a challenge.
There's going to be some spin by the looks
of it, looking at the surface. REUTERS

Axar finds ‘self-belief’ in his

journey as all-rounder

AXAR PATEL is quickly positioning himself
as an useful all-rounder in white ball
formats, and for him "self-belief" is the

key ingredient in that transformation. In
the latest instance, Axar made a handy 42
and then claimed the prized wicket of
Kane Williamson with his left-arm spin to
play animportant role in India's 44-run
win over New Zealand in a Champions
Trophy match here on Sunday. "I was not
able to click earlier and it was in the back
of the mind thatIwas not able to show my
talent. Maybe, I was putting more
pressure on myself back then, despite
knowing thatI have the talent,” Axar said
in a mixed zone interaction with reporters
here. But an unbeaten 35-ball 64 against
the West Indies at Barbados in 2022
unlocked his mind. The knock helped

India chase down a daunting 312. PTI

Connolly replaces Shortin
Australiasquad

YOUNG SPIN-BOWLING all-rounder
Cooper Connolly has replaced injured
Matthew Shortin the Australian squad for
the knock-out stages of the ongoing
Champions Trophy. Short was ruled out of
the ICCevent due to a calf injury sustained
during the match against Afghanistan.
Connollywas initially named asa
travelling reserve for the tournament. PTI
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Heinrich Klaasen during South Africa’s win over England.
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Shreyas, Rohit: The risk managers

VENKATAKRISHNAB
DUBAI, MARCH 3

ASPITCHES in Dubai seem to be getting slower
with each outing, all eyes are on the Indian
spinners. However, for India to go the distance
alotis riding on the batting unit, which so far
has adapted exceptionally to the sort of tracks
that have been their biggest undoing in recent
times. With a century each to Shubman Gill
and Virat Kohli, they have two in-form bats-
men in the top three to go with Rohit Sharma
to provide rapid starts. In the middle overs
where they need to be flexible with their ap-
proach against spinners, they have a solid mid-
dle-order which includes an enforcer in
Shreyas Iyer and two busy players in Axar Patel
and KL Rahul before the job is handed over to
Hardik Pandya and Ravindra Jadeja.

This is as good a top 8 as a team could get
inthese conditions where batting depthisab-
solutely a non-negotiable factor. But two of
those, Rohit and Shreyas, strategically placed
at the top and at No 4 provide the right sort of
impetus for the rest of the batting unit to go
about their game without having to sacrifice
much. Though the pitches have behaved dif-
ferently in these three matches because of
conditions which have been hotter during the
day and chilly in the evening, they have con-
sistently remained slow. On such slow sur-
faces, runs with the new ball have become a
gold reserve irrespective of whether the team
is batting first or chasing. In each of his three
innings, Rohit’s intention has been clear.
Carrying on a role he first embraced during
the World Cup, heis ensuring India hasa head
start when the pitch is fresh and the ball is
new. In their two chases here, India had 69 and
64 runs by the end of first powerplay.

Cushion for middle order

While Rohit may not have been as effec-
tiveinthe Champions Trophy as he was at the
World Cup, what it is doing is giving some
valuable run cushions for the middle-order to
count on. It is giving the in-coming batsmen
the time to get used to the slowness of the
pitch without having to bother about keeping
pace with the run-rate. Against New Zealand,
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Shreyas Iyer’s 98-ball 79 salvaged India from 30/3 to a total of 249 against NZ. P11

when Rohit fell early, even Virat Kohli - when
was the last time we saw him play the cut off
seamers? -- tried to make the most out of the
fielding restrictions as rotating the strike in
the middle overs hasn’'t been easy.

With Rahul, Pandya and Axar around, if
India went their old school way of keeping
wickets in hand before unleashing in the last
10 overs, there is no guarantee it could work.
At the death, seamers have repeatedly taken
pace off the ball, and teams have even em-
ployed spinners. With that being the case, de-
moting Rahul to No 6 with Jadeja to follow fits
perfectly with their plan. If Rohit provides the
charge at the top, there is Shreyas for the mid-
dle overs. Against Pakistan, with a 67-ball 56
he made a tight chase look routine, charging
at the spinners and using his positive intent
to good effect. On Sunday, he had an even
tougher job at hand. Earlier in the tournament
while talking of his method as a middle-order
batsman, Shreyas mentioned how he prefers
to go on the offensive if they have lost early
wickets to put the pressure on the opposition.

To do so on this pitch was easier said than
done, particularly when the Kiwi quicks were
generating movement off the seam. Instead,
he would take 31 deliveries to get his first
boundary and once he got that, he would find

two more in the next three deliveries and from
there on he looked a different beast. An excep-
tional player against spinners, even when
Mitchell Santner tempted him by slowing
down the pace and invited him to step down
by giving enough flight, Shreyas would resist.
Happy to even defend, as on this pitch, he was
fully aware of the damage that Santner could
do. Instead, when Michael Bracewell and
Rachin Ravindra came on, he wasted no time
to put them under early pressure. He brought
out his trademark lofted shots on the leg-side,
while also improvising at the same time.

When Shreyas aces his role, which he has
been consistently doing in the middle-order,
it is also allowing the rest of the batsmen to
play their game without looking at the score-
board. So far in this tournament, he has hit 11
boundaries (behind Gill’s 16 as an opener) -
all in the most challenging middle-overs and
three sixes. Batting at No4 he has a strike-rate
of 82.41, showing the game to adapt to these
conditions. It is for this reason that Australia,
prior to the World Cup final, spent most of their
time in the planning room around how to take
down Shreyas, celebrating his plotted dismissal
with glee. On Tuesday, at the Champions
Trophy final, he will remain the focus of their
crosshairs.

Reuters

Klaasen brushes off travel woes ahead of semis

SOUTH AFRICA should have no ill-effects from their whistlestop and, in the end,
pointless 18-hour trip to Dubai as they prepare to face New Zealand in Lahore in
Wednesday's second semi-final of the Champions Trophy, according to batter
Heinrich Klaasen. "It was not ideal for the bodies, but we had some time to get
out and walk about. We knew ahead of time that two teams were going to have
to travel," he told reporters on Monday. "We haven't travelled a lot in this com-
petition to be fair, it was just a crazy 18 hours. It is part of professional cricket

these days. There is not much more to say about it."

REUTERS
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India’s familiarity with
conditions helped: Henry

NEW ZEALAND pacer Matt Henry said
India's familiarity with the conditions
here helped them pick a suitable bowling
unit as their spin quartet, particularly
Varun Chakravarthy, kept his side under
constant pressure during the Champions
Trophy match here. India, who are playing
all their matches in Dubai, fielded
Chakravarthy, Kuldeep Yadav, Ravindra
Jadeja and Axar Patel against the Kiwis
here on Sunday during their 44-run
victory in the final Group Amatch. "l
think, obviously, the way to have four
frontline spinners was a really effective
way to play. I think having that luxury of
knowing (conditions)...they played to the
conditions beautifully. That was probably
the challenge for us,” Henry said in the

post-match press conference. PTI

NZ will ‘lean on tri-series

experience’ against SA

SENIOR BATTER Tom Latham said New
Zealand will take confidence from their
recent win over South Africa in the tri-
series when they face the same

opponents in the semifinal of the
Champions Trophy in Lahore on
Wednesday. Recently, New Zealand
successfully chased 305 against South
Africain Lahore and then went on to win
the tri-series, beating Pakistan in the final,
and Latham feels those experiences will
hold them in good stead on Wednesday.
"Yeah, the (South Africa) team that we
played potentially will be slightly
different, they had alot of guys that that
weren'tin thatside. They were still
playing in their SAT20 back in South Africa
so will be slightly different. But I guess
from our point of view, we'lllean back on
those experiences of Lahore in playing
against South Africa,” Latham said after
thelosstoIndia. PTI

Gaffaney, lllingworthtobe

umpires for Ind-Aus semi

NEW ZEALAND'S Chris Gaffaney and
England's Richard Illingworth will
officiate as on-field umpires in the
semifinal between India and Australia
here on Tuesday. Englishman Michael
Gough will be the third umpire while
Andy Pycroft of Zimbabwe will perform
match referee's dutiesas pertheICC. PTI
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Mooney smashes 96
as GG thrash UPW

Lucknow: Beth Mooney smashed an
unbeaten 96 as an all-round Gujarat
Giants thrashed UP Wartiorz by 81 runs
in a one-sided Women's Premier
League match here on Monday.
Mooney missed out what could have
been the first century for any player this
WPL season but her 59-ball unbeaten
knock with 17 fours powered Gujarat
Giants to a formidable 186/5, against
which the hosts crumbled without any
resistance. Chasing a target of 187, UPW
could only make 105 from 17.1 overs as
the Giants climbed up from the fifth
spot to the second in the points table.
UPW, who were placed third before the
game, are now fifth. PTI

BRIEF SCORES: GG 186/5 (Beth
Mooney 96*; Sophie Ecclestone
2/34) defeated UPW 105 all-out
(Chinelle Henry 28, Kashvee Gautam
3/11) by 81 runs.

ISL: NEUFC qualify
for playoffs

Chennai: NorthEast United FC qual-
ified for the Indian Super League
(ISL) play-offs after their 3-0 thump-
ing of Chennaiyin FC here on
Monday. It all started with a goal
from Nestor Albiach (7th minute)
early on before Jithin MS (26th) and
Alaaeddine Ajaraie (38th) also got
into the act in a first-half blitzkrieg.
Chennaiyin FC had their moments
in the second half but they failed to
convert chances. With this win, the
Highlanders collected 35 points
from 23 games and qualified for the
playoffs for the first time after the
2020-21 season. PTI

Murrayto join Novak
atIndian Wells

London: Novak Djokovic will have old
rival Andy Murray back in his coach-
ing corner as he attempts to win the
Indian Wells title for the first time in
almost a decade. Murray's manage-
ment team confirmed the 37-year-old
Scot had flown to California on
Monday to continue his coaching
arrangement with the Serbian 24-
times Grand Slam champion. Djokovic
hired Murray ahead of this year's
Australian Open and reached the
semi-final before being forced to re-
tire against Alexander Zverev because
of aninjury. His only match since then
was a defeat by Italian Matteo
Berrettini in Doha last month when
Murray was not present. REUTERS

World Para Athletics
GPtobeheldinDelhi

New Delhi: Para athletes from more
than 20 countries will participate in
90 events across three days as India
hosts its first-ever World Para
Athletics Grand Prix here from March
11-13. The athletes participating in the
Grand Prix to be held at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium are from countries
such as Germany, Japan, Australia,
Saudi Arabia, Brazil, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, among oth-
ers. The event will be attended by
Majid Rashed, the Asian Paralympic
Committee (APC) president, and
Tarek Souei, CEO of the Asian
Paralympic Committee. PTI

Going by numbers, the
Aussie star will continue
to offer a hoard of
chances earlyonandit’s
up to India to seize the
first given opportunity

LALITHKALIDAS
MARCH 3

NO AUSTRALIAN cricketer in recent mem-
ory, not even Steve Smith, has lived rent-free
inIndian fans’ head as much as their dazzling
opener Travis Head. Re-runs of Head's knock
in the 2023 ODI world cup final might have
vanished from Indian television and stream-
ing devices but his assault has lived onin the
minds. And with a caveat: the lingering
chance-laden Powerplay, where Head was
beaten and squared up by Bumrah and
Shami but not felled in that final, continues
to make the fans squirm.

Not that Head’s tryst with India is limited
to that game. Before that in the home Test se-
ries in India, or in WTC final at the Oval, and
now more recently in Australia, he has re-
peatedly stunned the Indians. But is there
any truth about Head’s “lucky streak” oris it
just a parochial fan’s lament?

Perhaps no cricketer has straddled with
fortune as often as Head has in recent years.
But what the 31-year-old does with that
added vial of opportunities defines his bel-
ligerence across formats.

When Mohammad Shami steps up with
the new ball on Tuesday, it will be hard to sup-
press memories from that cold, fragile nightin
Ahmedabad. There will be no Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Siraj to share the burden -
the pain of those close shaves with Head’s out-
side edge, his off-stump and the wickets in to-
tal that never converted into a single-digit dis-
missal off a deviously snaking white
Kookaburra. He would total 137 in 120 balls.
Australia, a sixth World Cup.

Shaky starts

India will need not look beyond Head'’s
two Champions Trophy outings to reaffirm
that he will continue to offer a hoard of
chances early on. It is up to Rohit's men to

ICC CHAMPIONS TROPHY

Is Head the luckiest opening batsman?

Travis Head has scored 302 runs after being dropped in 21 ODI innings since 2023.
Shubman Gill, who has played 38 ODIs in the same period, has scored 441 runs. Reuters

seize the first given opportunity.

When Jofra Archer offered a wide, out-
swinging delivery on length under lights in
Lahore, Head’s half-baked swipe chipped
straight back to the bowler’s pocket, falling

for 6 (5) in the third over. Chasing 274 in a
rain-marred clash against Afghanistan at the
same venue six days later, Head teased the
brutality of a contrast. Left-arm seamer
Fazalhaq Farooqi swung the ball away from

Player Inns Runs
Travis Head 21 565
Rohit Sharma 34 1069
Shubman Gill 38 853

Inns Runs
ODIs 21 565
T20s 21 590
Tests 16 290

Credit: Cricket-21

LIVING A CHARMED LIFE

Top openers in first 10 overs since 2023 in ODIs

Travis Head vs New Ball across formats (ODIs +T20Is+Tests) since 2023

FalseShot% | Beaten% Edged%
29% 11% 16.40%
19% 7% 10.70%
15% 5% 10.20%

FalseShot% | Beaten% Edged%
29% 11% 16.40%

30.50% 11.30% 17.90%
19.10% 6.90% 10.60%

a similar patch of Archer’s from a shorter
length. Batting on 6* (5) this time, Head’s
mistimed pull was put down by a fumbling
Rashid Khan at mid-on. He smothered eight
boundaries in the next 34 balls before a
washout sealed Australia’s knock-out spot.

Rohit would remember an IPL night from
last year too when the South Australian
butchered Mumbai Indians on his SunRisers
Hyderabad debut. Dropped on nine in the
second over of the match, Head would im-
mediately clobber 20 off four deliveries in
the next over, finishing on 62 off 24 as SRH
posted a colossal 277 on board.

Head and the Powerplay
‘opening’

Risk and chances, a slew of them in suc-
cession, are intrinsic to Head’s gameplay
across formats. The fatalities of a drop or
missed opportunity are pronounced in the
white-ball set-ups where Head nearly leaves
no delivery unattended.

According to Cricket-21 data, Head has
left only two percent of the total deliveries
(433) he has faced against the new ball in the
first Powerplay across 21 ODI outings since
2023.In comparison, India openers Rohit and
Shubman Gill leave about seven percent of
their respective deliveries in the Powerplay.

Head's protracted reliance on boundaries
exaggerates the risks in the Powerplay. His
non-boundary strike rate sticks at 27.1, with
Gill(32.71)and Rohit(31.54) posing relatively
higher emphasis on running between the
wickets. Stacking up against the four highest
run-scoring ODI openers (Rohit, Gill, Will

Young and Pathum Nissanka) in this period,
Head’s false-shot percentage (shots not mid-
dled)stands the highest at 29. The Aussie left-
hander is also beaten more than his contempo-
raries, with 11 percentage (47.8) deliveries
making up his Powerplay shares. The corre-
sponding figures for Rohitand Gill read 7% and
5% respectively. Head's erratic starts have also
borne more than 70 edged strokes in this pe-
riod, collectively indicating a chance for the op-
position nearly every 3.4 deliveries he facesin
the ODI Powerplay. Perhaps it’s not a coinci-
dence then that Head’s T20I strokeplay dis-
plays similar strands of streakiness in the first
six overs, with negligible deviation in the false
shot percentages.

Head, however, has mastered leveraging
his second chances to its fullest. A third of
Head’s 905 runs in ODIs since the last World
Cup year have come on the back of dropped
chances. Dropped on a staggering 12 of the
total 29 dismissal chances he has offered in
21 innings, Head has gathered 302 runs --
each let-off adding 37.8 more runs to his and
Australia’s tally.

While Gill aggregates more (44.1) with
each dropped catch and Rohit (34.1) nearly
matches up to the Aussie’s effectiveness from
a reprieve, the Indian openers offer signifi-
cantly condensed false strokes (7.6) per dis-
missal when stacked up against Head who
exudes about 10 false shots between each of
his 17 dismissals in the last two years.

Dubai could be no different for the nerve-
less Head. He will leave breadcrumbs for India
and wield the willow as hard as ever, but make
‘em pay for any loose ends early on.

Madrid derby takes centrestage in Champions League Round of 16

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MADRID, MARCH 3

THE MADRID derby takes center stage in the
round of 16 of the Champions League, with
Atletico Madrid in a commanding position to
try tofinally get the best of rival Real Madrid in
the European competition.

Madrid, the record 15-time European
champion, has been a thorn for Atleticoin the
Champions League over the years, beating the
city rival in two finals and eliminating it from
the competition the other two times they faced
off in the knockout rounds.

But this Atletico arrives for Tuesday's first
leg at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium playing
some of its best soccer since coach Diego
Simeone took over more than a decade ago,
and showing the confidence thatit can take on
the longtime rival head-on.

The round of 16 will begin this week to cap
the inaugural season of a new Champions

League format that featured a league phase
and a playoff round.

The otherlast-16 matchups willinclude the
local rivalry of German clubs Bayern Munich
and Bayer Leverkusen, and powerhouses Paris
Saint-Germain and Liverpool going against
each other. Atletico Madrid enters the match
against Madrid in good form and enjoying one
of its best seasons under Simeone. The team s
ahead of its rival in the Spanish league stand-
ings, and is only one point behind leader
Barcelona.

Atletico hasn't lost any of its matches this
season against either Madrid or Barcelona. In
the Spanish league, it beat the Catalan club 2-
1 in Barcelona and drew 1-1 in both games it
played against Madrid. Atletico hasn't lost to
Madrid in four consecutive matches, having
eliminated the city rival in the round of 16 of
the Copa del Rey last season.

“When you choose to be a coach, youwant
to face the strongest opponents, and to com-
pete in every competition with the intention of

Atletico Madrid’s Antoine Griezmann
in training ahead of the Champions
League tie against Real Madrid. Reuters

winning,” Simeone said ahead of the matchup
against Madrid. Simeone's team finished fifth
inthe league phase of the Champions League,
while Madrid was only 11th and had to play
extra playoff games against Manchester City.

The last time Atletico faced Madrid in the
Champions League, it was eliminated in the

semifinals in 2017. It also lost to Madrid in the
final both in 2014 and 2016, and in the 2015
quarterfinals. Overall, Atletico has won only
three of its 10 meetings against Madrid in UEFA
competitions, with five losses and two draws.

Madrid is coming off a loss at Real Betis in
the Spanish league, while Atletico won 1-0
against Athletic Bilbao.

Meanwhile, Premier League leader
Liverpool finished the league phase in first
place but there waslittle reward as it will have
to take on France powerhouse Paris Saint-
Germain in the round of 16. PSG struggled in
the league phase, finishing in 15th place, but
picked up momentum n the playoffs by rout-
ing fellow French club Brest 3-0in the first leg
and 7-0 in the return game at home, when
seven different players scored.

Liverpool won seven of its eight Champions
League matches this season, with the lone de-
feat coming at PSV Eindhoven in the final
matchday, whenit hadlittle tolose. Anin-form
Barcelona, which had the second-best cam-

paign in the league phase, will face a familiar
foeinBenfica. The two teams metinthe league
phase, with the Barcelona winning a 5-4
thriller in Lisbon. Benfica stunned Barcelona
3-0athomeinthe group stagein2021-22,and
held the Spanish powerhouse to a 0-0 away
draw in results that helped keep the five-time
champion from advancing to the knockout
stage at the time. PSV vs. ArsenalPSV
Eindhoven brought one of the surprises of the
league phase with its 3-2 win over Liverpool,
and then it got past Juventus with an extra-
time victory in the playoffs. It willnow another
face another Premier League teamin top form:
An Arsenal squad thatis second in the Premier
behind Liverpool and that finished third in the
league phase of the Champions League.

Bayern Munich vs. Bayer LeverkusenThe
all-German encounter will feature a
Leverkusen side that finished sixth in the
league phase and a Bayern team that needed
a stoppage-time goal by Alphonso Davies to
get through the playoffs against Celtic.

Paul-Tyson and other influencer bouts
compromise safety, says World Boxing chief

PRITISHRAJ &
SHASHANKNAIR
MARCH 3

WORLD BOXING (WB) President Boris van der
Vorst on Monday expressed concern over
pugilists' safety being compromised in the re-
cent surge of influencer boxing events and
stressed on the need for the use of protective
gear in these bouts.

Van Der Vorst's comments gain signifi-
cance in the light of the fight between YouTube
influencer Jake Paul and former world heavy-
weight champion Mike Tyson, which went
ahead last November after being postponed
due to the 58-year-old boxing legend suffer-
ing an ulcer ailment.

Admitting that “even my daughters were
hooked to the event,” and he himself had con-
ducted amuch smaller influencer boxing event
in the Netherlands, Van Der Vorst indicated
that not all precautions are taken over such
high-profile bouts.

“Such fights are nice for newer audiences
but the safety of the boxers is a big question.
The eventIsanctioned in the Netherlands had
thicker gloves with head guards in order to
guarantee a safe outcome,” Vorst told The
Indian Express. World Boxing was recently
given provisional status by the International
Olympic Committee, and replaces the
International Boxing Association (IBA) as the
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World Boxing president Boris van der
Vorst. Facebook

premier world body of the sport. But the chal-
lenge for World Boxing will be to deal with is-
sues like sporting integrity, governance and
the recent controversy surrounding boxers like
Imane Khelif of Algeria and Lin Yu-Ting of
Chinese Taipei competing in women's cate-
gories at the 2024 Paris Olympics despite spec-
ulation about them being transgenders.

Van Der Vorst has backed the International
Olympic Committee’s Paris Boxing Unit's rules
that allowed both pugilists to participate but
said boxers' safety was “paramount”. World
Boxing is in the process of drafting its compe-
titionrules.

“We have recognised for some time now
thatgender clarity isan extremely complex is-

sue. There are significant welfare concernsand
sowe have established a working group of our
medical committee on developing a policy
based on sex, age and weight. Experts from
other disciplines, including the Independent
Council of Women'’s Sport, are developing a
policy that will determine the eligibility of box-
ers to participate in competitions,” he said.

Focus on transparent scoring

One of the biggest problems with Olympic
boxing over the years has been the divisive
scoring system that often leaves the audience
second-guessing the winner of a close bout.

“Lack of sporting integrity was one of the
key concerns that the IOC had with the previ-
ous organisation. I think one of our main prior-
ities is to restore the trust of all stakeholders,
including IOC, fans, spectators, coaches, and
boxers,” said Van Der Vorst.

Post the 2012 London Olympics, the scor-
ing system that involves five judges giving
points out of 10 to both boxers after each round
has lacked clarity in the parameters consid-
ered. When asked if World Boxing will look at
an alternative to the current system, its presi-
dent said, “We want the best boxer to win, not
the most influential one. The Paris Boxing Unit
conducted a decent tournament at the 2024
Olympics. We have already done several proj-
ects which involve the usage of modern tech-
nology such as Al to make the scoring system
more transparent and fair. We would explore

all the avenues that could be useful in making
scoring more transparent. We would also train
the technical officials and referees.”

Established in 2023, World Boxing
emerged as the alternative when the IOC
banned Umar Kremlev-led International
Boxing Association (IBA) on grounds of poor
governance, corruption, and lack of efficient
administration.

Subsequently, the [OC decided to keep box-
ing out of the LA 2028 programme. World
Boxing, led by Van Der Vorst, started meeting
national federations in order to campaign as
analternative to govern the sport. Despite fac-
ing some early resistance, WB garnered the
support of India, the Netherlands, USA, Italy,
Brazil and Britain.

“We have provisional recognition butitisa
long road ahead of us. We have to deliver a bet-
ter environment for the sport. We have met
most of the requirements laid out by the IOC,
like coming under CAS jurisdiction, and have
applied for signatory status of World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA),” explained Van Der
Vorst. Currently, World Boxing has 78 mem-
bers from five continents. It has also formed
four continental confederations - Americas,
Asia, Europe, and Oceania.

It will conduct events such as the Boxing
World Cup and the World Championships this
year. The World Boxing Cup Finals and the
World Boxing Congress willbe held inIndiain
November.

Delhi HC stays IOA order on
forming boxing ad-hoc panel

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,MARCH 3

THE DELHI High Court on Monday stayed
an Indian Olympic Association order to set
up an ad-hoc committee to manage the af-
fairs of the Boxing Federation of India un-
til it conducts its elections.

The BFI had moved the court terming
IOA’s February 24 order, signed by president
PT Usha, “arbitrary and illegal”, claiming
that the national sports federation (NSF) has
the exclusive authority to regulate, promote
and manage boxing activities in the country.
The plea before Justice Sachin Datta
stressed that BFlis an independent and au-
tonomous body, governed by its own con-
stitution, rules and regulations.

The federation alleged that the IOA order
was issued without any prior notice, discus-
sion or correspondence with BFI, and was in
clear violation of the principles of natural jus-
tice. BFlalso claimed that the IOA constitution
doesn't confer any power on its president to
constitute an ad-hoc committee.

Seeking quashing of the I0A order, the
BFI said that the “sudden and illegal inter-
ference” in its functioning would cause
confusion and instability at a time when
it's in the process of conducting elections.
The IOA move, it added, provided a danger-
ous precedent with regard to the gover-
nance of other sports federations.

Justice Datta issued a notice, seeking a re-

sponse from the IOA and the sports ministry,
and posted the matter for consideration on
March 27. He also directed the BFI to hold its
elections within three months, failing which
the IOA was free to take appropriate discipli-
nary action. As per the IOA counsel, a meeting
is scheduled betweenits president and BFI of-
ficials for reaching an amicable resolution in
the matter.

In its order notifying the constitution of a
five-member ad-hoc committee with
Madhukant Pathak as its chairperson, the IOA
had argued that it had “received numerous
complaints from stakeholders, including ath-
letes, coaches, and concerned authorities, re-
garding the non-participation of Indian box-
ers invarious important National/International
events inrecent months.”

It added that “this situation is detrimental
to the growth and performance of Indian box-
ing on the global stage and necessitates imme-
diate coercive measures.”

While staying the IOA order, Justice Datta
also took into account a recent verdict when
he had set aside an IOA decision to appoint an
ad-hoc committee to manage the affairs of the
Bihar Olympic Association. The court had ruled
that the IOA president “cannot be considered
to have the power to constitute an ad-hoccom-
mittee to “look after the affairs™” of a state
Olympic association.

“BFI will conduct the elections within the
next 45 days from today,” a federation
spokesperson told The Indian Express.

(With inputs from Pritish Raj)
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