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Israel halts all aid to Gaza

e Residents fear Tamine and chaos «Red Cross says ‘essential to maintain Gaza truce

AP Calro

Israel stopped the entry of

all goonds and sapplies Into
the Gaza Strip on Sunday
and warned of “additional
conseqguences” i Hamas
doesn't accept a new

proposal to extend a
fragile ceasefire, while
key mediator Egypl
accused Israel ol using
“starvation as a weapon.”

UN chief Antonio Guierres
called for Israel to end (ts
stspension of himanitarian alel
b0 Gaza “immeecately,”

“The secretary-general urges
all partics to make every effort
to prevent a return io hostilities
in Gaza. He calls for humani-
tarian aid (o how back into Gaia
immediately and for the release
el all hostages ™ said a statement
frovm the: TN prosted on X,

The UN humanitarian agency s
head condemned Israel's action
as being contrary to interna-
tiomal law,
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Displaced
Rurds seek
relicf after
years of war

HOPE

AF Baszhdad

Irac Kurdizh villagers,
displaced by fighting between
Turkish lorces amd  Rurdish
militants that has played ot
for years in northern Irag, are
finally allowing themselves o
hape they will soon be able to go
Fome,

Their hopes were raised after
the Kurdistan Workers' Party,
or PRRK. on Saturday declared a
ceaschire in the 40-yvear insur-
eeney  against  the Turkish
government, answering a call to
dizsarm from earlier in the weelk
by the groups leader, Abdullah
Ocalan, who has been impris
oreed In Turkiye since 1994,

If implemented, the Tuce
could not only e a turning
permd im Turkiye But coubd also
bring much-needed stability
to the volatibe reglon spannkng
the bomler between the wo
countres,

in the border arca of Amedi in
Iraqs Dohuk province — once

"Isracls decision to halt add
into Gaza is alarming. Interma-
tional humanitarian law is clear:
We must be allowed access
o deliver vital Hiesaving aid.”
OCHA head Thomas Fletcher
wrole on X.

Hamas accused Israel of trving
10 dhizratl the ceaselhire agreement
hours after its first phase ended.

It called the decision to cud
ol aid “cheap extortion, a war
crime and a blatant attack™ on
the troce, which took hodd in
Innuary after over a year of
negotiations.

0, -

Pilestinlanes gather on Sunday to recelve foocd supplies owt

Both sides stopped short of
saying the ceasefire had ended.

The first phase, which
includded a surge i hiimani-
taran assistance alter months of
growing hunger in the territory,
expired on Saturday,

The two sides have vet o
negotiate the second phase, in
which Hamas was to releasse
chazens of ||.'I||:|Iil||:|p msLAEES I
el lor an Israedl |_!-||||||||.|I imm
(raza ancl a lasting ceasehre. Talks
sivould have begun a month ago.

sicho & distribution center at Jaballa refuges caump in northerm Gaza Strip, Rautars
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® Opinton: A tuming podint for
Gaza and the Palestinian issue
By Dr. Khaled Manzikawiy Fage O

® Jakarta NGO sends now
group of medics Page /

[ F'rn.llinﬂ for better days
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Epyvptian Foreipn Minister

created over the last six weeks

Badr Abdelatty condemmed risks plunging people back into
Israels decilon as “a flagrant  despair”
and clear violation of humand- [sraedl  described the new

tartan law™ amd called for the

immediate implementation of

the second phase,

The International Commitiee
of the Red Cross, which has facil
itated the releases of hostages
and Palestinlan prisoners, sald
the cesaseflire has saved couni-
less lives, and “any unraveling
of the forward momentum

proposal a8 a 1S one.

There was no
comment Irom the US, and 1 was
unclear when US envoy Steve
Witkoff, who was expected to
vigit the region last week, would
ArTINe,

Theé war has lefl most of Gaza's
popidation of over 2 millon
dependent on intermational aid.

a thriving agriculiural commu-
nity — around 200 villages had
been empticd of ther residents
by the Aghting, according to a
2020 study by the regional Tracgi
Kurdish government
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Reset in ties expected as Rivadh braces to receive Lebanese president

FAISAL J

ABBAS | EDITOR-IN-GHIEF

reset in Saudi-Lebanese ties
I8 expected as President
Foseph Aoun arrives In
Rivacdh today, his first mter-
national destination since
his election on Jan. A
This is significant because Saudi-

Lebanese relations have been

deteriorating since the assassination

af former Pritne Minister Rafik Harirl

in 2005 al the hands of Hezhollah,

Although Rivadh never broke ofT

bilateral ties officially, the relationship

with Beirut has lacked warmth and

eventually worsened, given Hezbollahs

provocative statements, 1s role in

exporting captagon and even its

provision of military aid and expertise

by L e Ringdom's enemies

Aoun — who was elected without

interference from Hezbollah or the Assad
regime, given the dramatic changes that
saw Lhe former weakened and the latter
cillapse last [ecember — is expecied o
ach out to reset the relationship with

the RKinpdom where more than 1040 0400
Lebanese live and work. It is also hoped
that a ban on Saudis traveling to Lebanon
will b lifted.

[n his inaugural address, President
Aoiin senl several — and lomg-awalted —
reassuring messages, He pledged o fight
corruption and restrict the nght to bear
arms and declare war to the government
exclusively. And addressing Gulf countries,
Ao pledeed that Lebanon will only
export “the best of what il has™

His pledges have been warmly
wibronw=l, In a recent interyiew, former
Sawch mtellgence chel Prince Turk

n axfparikbnns

Al-Faisal expressed optimism over the
changes occurring in Lebanon,

Talklng to Arab News" “Frankly
Speaking™ program, he saick "The
Ringdaom has wholeheartedly supporied
the actions of the Lebanese parliament in
electing the president.”

He nightly pointed out that the Lebanese
peaple were tired of having to be the
sacTificial lamb, “for either sectarian or
of her political factions, whether they he
Hezhaollah or some other Lebanese parties
in the course of the development in the
future”

Prince Turki also zaid that what he
hears from Soudis 18 “that they re willing
and anxious 1o be ahle Lo o hack Lo
Lebanon. Those who have not invested
viet, I think, are also thinking of the
opportunities there”

I'he prince's sentiments were
corriborated by the Lebanese ambassador
to the Kingdom Dr, Fawzl Kabbara. Writing
in this newspaper in an exclusive column
that will appear tomorrow, Dir. Rabbara
states that Aoun's visit to Rivadh is not jost
an exercise in diptomacy, but “a pivetal
moment that could redefine Lebanese
Saudi relations™

Dr, Rakbrbara paints out that Saudi
Arabla's support s more sagnlicant i han
ever, serving as a beacon of hope and
oppartunity for Lebanon's future.

As such, it is highly likelv that Sawdi-
Lebanese ties are set to soar following the
president’s visit, But Lebanons road 1o
FECOVErY B poing to be a bumpy one; this ix
wity a firm and determined president soch
as Joseph Aoun deserves full support from
Sanch Arabia and the workd al large



Hamadan embodies the
principles of compassion,
empathy, and generosity, offering
A1} I-IEZIi'IIJI'MI:tIi!]:' [0 PeCOnect
with family and community,
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Resa Perfumer s is olfering i
eupded creative workshop that
combines photos and embrod
dery. Join the session on March 6
through experiences.suplift.oom.

Dl.mh ren
Mihrab workshop

[n this workshop conducted by
lthra Center's Energy Exhibit,

participants will get to explore
the Milrilb, s origin story and
the meaning bebhind 1ts desgn

Runs until April 30, Check the

[thra app for more details.

Rivadh
Culinral lfestival

Explore Hakawi Al-Ammaria
for maglcal nizhis with soe-
nic views, stargazing and
delightiul refreshments in a
serene cutdoor seming, Visdl
rivadh.sa for booking

AlUta
Explore sound

Enter “Bayt Al-Hams"™ (" The
Whispering House") by
Tarck Atoui for an art ex-
perience that explores the
retationship between mate-
rials and sound. Runs untl
April 3k For more details,
visit expericncealula.com.
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Thve Midhelbe Fast Rovnelup

1 heRegiste

Ivaddh Gov, Prince Fadsal bin
Bandar recersed Dean of

the Diplomatic Corps and
Ambassaclor of Diibsouti to the
Ringdom Dva-Eddine Bamakhrama, &g
well as heads of countrnes accredited to
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the Kingdom, in Rivadh on Sunday,
Evervone offered their congratula-

tions on behalfl of the membsers of

the diplomatic corps accredited to

the Kingrlom on the holy month of

Ramadan, Saudi Press Agency reported.

ISter

Meanwhile, Prinee Saucd bin Abdullah
bin Jalawl, govermor of Jeddah, recemned
the Consul General of Renyva in Jeddah
Aden Mahmoud Mohammed, on
Sunday, The two discussedd topics of
CHMmOn ntercst,

l l ./ (1 I'( %Trﬂndiﬂg Todlerys ho topics explained by Afshan Azis

STILL ROCKIN'

Bif { ¥ Joel

F‘ Billy Joed recently experi-
enced a briel mishap during
J his conceri al Mohegan Sam
Arena in Connecticur, 115,
bl qquickly regained his footing,

The Vi-vear-old musician was perfonmn-
ing his hit “It's Still Rock and Roll to Me®
wien he lost his balance after spinning
his milcraphore stamnd and tossing it to-
wardd Lhe auichience, In the moment, Joel
stumiled and beldl to the groumnd, landing
on his side,

However, the crowd's reaction was
gwift and supporiive. As seen in a TiRTok
video shared by a concerigoer, aftera
miciment bying on his back, Joel rolled
over, repasttioned himsell, and managed
to et back on his feet with the andience
eruphimg m applause

The show continued scambessly, amnd
Joel's performance remained energetic.
The set featured classics like = PFano
Man™ and “Movin® Out (Anthony's Song)l™

The concert al Mohegan Swun was part
of Joel's ongoing tour, which will con-
tine throughout 20625,

'NOT A BAD ACTRESS!

Alexvandra Daddario

Alexandra Daddano, who
has appeared across telev-
siom and flm, recently ad-
dires=ed the clnim that she
i% a “had actress”

[11 an appearance on Elle's “Thirst
Trap" drnking game, Daddario
defended her acting skills with clear
conviction.

“T"'m nat a had actress ™ she =aid, look-
ing directly into the camera. "I've just
dione some projects that doen't show-
case mve in the way that T should be
showcased. Okay? (Direction) and the
writing 15 everything, and sometimes
['m lit poordy, but I'm not a bad actress.
[ gol an Emmy nomination. How
b you think T did that?”

Daddario’s partrayval of
newlywed journalist Racheel
Patton in the first scason
of HBO's “The White

Ledus” earned her an Emmy nomina-
Hon i 20

Her nuanced performance caught the
attention of critics and audiences alike,
earning her a well-deserved nod for
Culancing Supporting Actress in a
Limited Senes or Television Movie,

In addition to discussing her Emmy
nomination, Daddario reflected on
her expertences working on various
propcis She emphasized that her
frustrations had maore to do with the
hehind-the-scenes drama than the
propect’s nal restll, sayimge: ™1 bave d
lod of acting gigs I regret doing. This
1= & hard one, but I'll be vague ... The
movie doesn't have to be good,
bt vou know, fighting is not
sommething that T'm info”
Daddario’s next progect
18 i role in the film A
Tree Fell in the Woods"

Todavs
Number

[9m

According to Ministry of Envi-
ranment, Water, and Agricul-
ture, local date production in the
hingdom excoeded LY million
bonnies in 2024, Saudi Press
Agency reported on Sunday.

Review

Gymkhana

WA DD FLISE T I

Gymkhana Riyadh, inspired
by its Michalin-starred
London counterpart, offers
a refined take on classic and
contemporany Indian cuisine,
Gymikhana |s pressnting a
spacially surated iftar meanu
priced at SR235 ($63) per
paraon for the holy maonth of
Ramadan. Tha meal bagns
with a sslacticn of Ramadan-

inspined mocktails and Saud
gahwe, setting the stage for an
indulgent feast

The starters bring an
assortmant of textures
and flavors, from the crisp
pappadum selection served
with tomato kalon|i chutney and
nimbu &char raita to the tangy
gol guppas filled with jaljeera,
potate, and sprouting moong.

The poth vegetables samosa,
paired with chutney, offers a
satisfying crunch, while the aloo
chaat with tamarind and sev
balances sweetrness with spice.

For those who enjoy haartiar
options, the kasoon chicken
tikka with moong sprouts and
kasundi kachumber add a
amoky depth to the spread.

For tha main courss, dirers
can choose batween dum lamb
biryanl, Goan prawn curry, oF
chickan butter masala each
served with dal lasooni and a
bread basket, The birgani is
fragrant and well-splced, the
prawn curry offers a coastal
touch with its coconut-infused
sauce, and the butter chicken
delivers the comforting, creamy
flavors that many sxpect from a
classic Morth Indian dish.

Arab Mews =ddoh

® The Ramadan exXpenence it
Capital Majlis in Abu Dhabd is an
ideal space to gather with family
and friends. Guests can enjoy
iftar and sahoor meals Featuring
Emirati, Moroccan, and interma-
tional cutsines with an arvay of
delicions desserts, all prepared
by awand-winning chels, Held

at the Abu [¥habi Natlonal Ex-
hibition Centre until March 30
Maore detatls on adnec.ae,

& The Heritage Village Festival
in Askar, Bahrain, offers a
glimpse Into traditional Bal-
ratnd life, featuring historcal
architecture, artisanal crafts
and local cuisine. Held uniil
March 18, the Festival is ideal for

families, tourists and history
enithusiasis,

® The Throwhack Food Festival
2025 iz set against the backdrop
of the Old Poha Port until the
endd of Ramadan, The festival
offers a rich cultural experience,
Immersing guests in art. history,
anc culinary traditions that
bring Gatar's heritage to life.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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with Katie Jensen
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Arab Mews Hyar-

rince Turki

Al-Faisal, Sandi

Arabidas formes

imtellgence chiel

and ambassador to

the US and UK, has
long been vocal about the plight
of the Palestindan people and the
dhestrucion caused by Israel’s
military campaigms.

Now, ki the wake of the
latest war in Gaza, he has called
for a lundamental shafl in how
reconstruction cfforts are
financed — by forcing [sraed
to contribute to rebuilding
the very infrastrocture it has
repeatec]y destroyed,

Appcaring on the Arab
MNews current affairs program
“Frankly Speaking” Prince
Turki [aid out his case for why
[sraed should bear inancial
responsibility for the damage
il has infhieted on Gasa and the
West Bank — rather than the
Gulf states footing the bill

“1 have been saving this for
sorme thoe now, that there
ehyounbd b a funed, a worldwide
fumd lor the reconstruction,
not just in Gaza, but also in the
West Bank And Israel should be
forced to chip i to that fund,”
he todd “Frankly Speaking™ host
Katie Jensen,

“We can't have lsrael, every
Hime we peconstrict Gaza or the
Wesl Bank, coming and demnl-
ishing what has been recon
structed. That is unacceptakle,

“And I think from now on,
1R EHTY] i:-:-.1:|'-||I:'!iI'|.'|||i1_'. rather
than temporary or procedural
actions that are taken to build
am] then wall For the next round
ol dlestruchon that comes [rom
[sracl. There has to be a finality
for this situation by an end to
the conflict.”

Israel mowunted its military
operalion in Gaza i relaliation
for the Oct. 7, 20i23, Hamas-led
attack on southemn lsrael, which
s some D00 peogile Kilbed,
mast of them crvilians, amd
around 250 taken hostape, many
of them foreign nationals.

Al least 50000 Palestin-
1ans were Killed i the ensuing
conflict and some LS miilion
displaced from their homes
before a ceasefire deal was
finally agreed on Jan. 18, Much
al the enclave now lHes in rulns
and humanttarnan needs are
T T RIS,

Prinoe Turk sad a permanenl
ceasefire was Lhe onky way to
guarantes that reconstruction
efforts were not repeated]y
uredone by fture Israell military
e ralions,

“The next phase of the cease-
fire, as we have seen, will sec a
permanent ceascire come into
effect mot just in Gaza but all of
Palestine,” he said.

“That is the only way that we
can guarantes that whatever 18
I'r'f'-ll[L‘-lFI_ll!'[l!'I:I. DL IR ETIALT s Al
viabde Palestingan state that can
become independent and self-
eovernings with all of the rizshts
af its people”

While much of the world™
[ocus his been on Gaza, Prince
Turk: wamed that Israclh
policies in the West Bank, where
refugee camps have been raided
by trooqps and settler violence
has increased. should not be
overlooked.

“The struggle Tor Palestine
has not ended with the ceasefire

PRINCE
FORMER SAU

TURKI
DI INTELLIGENCE CQHIEF

AL-FAISAL

Should

Israel pay for

rebuilding
Gaza?

Prince Turki views permanent ceasehre as only way

to guarantee reconstruction will not be futile; sounds
warning on Israel's actions in the West Bank; says
L.ebanese people will sateguard country's new direction

II.I:.IlI:."'lI I|I|."I

(Maln and abave| Prince Turkl spoke on the crisls In Gaza, Wkralne, Lebanon
and aother hotspots with Katle Jensen, kost of ‘Frankly Speaklng.' AN poolog

In Giaza,” he sawd. " We see the
Benjamin Netanvahu govern:
meent dolng similar things to
what they did in Gaza in the

West Bank, althoagh at a shovwer

pace than they did in Gaza™
"They re uproating people in
the West Bank, empiving some
of the relugee camps there, ancd
forcibly dnving residents of

the camps out with no destina
tion, That s unacoepialse as
well. That s a form of ethme
clransing. And yot Isracl gets
awray with i, and nobody

— pgpecially not the TS —
cofclermns i

Despite the controversy,
Prince Turki noted that the
international community's
respanse o the war in Gaza had
been unprecedented, T misi
say that throughout this brutal
attack on the Palestinians hy
the Nelanyahu government, the
world reaction has been quite
gond,” he saidd.

“You saw the demonstrations
that took place and are still
taking place in varfous places
around the world in opposition

\A I 1
: | 1

I H ’L"\Ihl X
SPEARING

Find the full interview at

Scan this code to vislt

for Lhis brufality ancd in support
of the frecdom and indepen-
denoe of a Palestinian state. That
is a very healthy sign=

Asked whether Hamas could
have a role to play in governing
postwar Gaxa, perhaps a8 part
of the Palestinian Authority,
ard whelher the West would
tolerate such an armangement.
Prince Turki said there were
those within the Palestinian
mlitant group who righily
pricciinze the needs of He
Crazan people who could well be
inciundied.

“When yvou say Hamas,
there are individuals who are
definitely neutral, if vou like,
and more in terms of not boumnd
by party or by commitment to
efther Hamas oF Fatah or any of
the olher Palestinian groupings
there,” he said.

Turning to Lebanon, Prince
Turki expressed optimism absoud
the country’s new govermment,
headed by President Joseph
Aoun and Prime Minlster Nawafl
Salam. Aoun arrives in Saoudi
Arabia on Monday on his first
official trip abroad since he was
ebected president on January 8.

The new government was
|'|'-e':|.[|'|| afler miore l|1:||1 RN
vears of political paralysis,
which had prevented Lebanon's
recovery froom s devastating
financiil crisis that began in
2019 and the 15-month conflict
between Israel and Hezbollah
that began in October 20023

“The Ringdom has whobe-
heariedly supported the actions
o the Lebanese parlinment
in electing the president,”
Prince Turki saic. “And now

g

The hrutality of the

Isracli treatment of the
Palestinians does inspire
reactions nod just from the
Arab workld but from the

world community.

the president has desipnated
prime minister and [ think they
have announced a government
that hopefully will take its place
as the ruling government of
Lebanon,”

He added: *1 think the
Lebanese people are tired of
having to be the sacrificial
Bamhb, So i1 is the Lebamese
peopie, 1 think, who will be
the safeguards of this new
direction.”

The Kingdom recently hosted
hizh-level talks between the
LIS and Hussia to disewss a
potentlal pewce deal in Ukraine
and other topics, In dalng sa,
they reinforced Sawdl Arabia’s
position as a key player in global
diplomacy.

“They seem to have set a
course forward on a mutual
return of diplomatic representia-
tion and also mutual coopera-
tion, not anly politically b
al=0 in terms of commercial and
other enterprises that can bring
beneht to their two peoples.”
Prince Turki said of Moscow and
Washingion.

“It% goodd Bo see thil thae
potential for nuckear war
between America and Hussia
has decreased incredibly. Is a
resssring sign that we do nod
face a nuclear holocaust, for
which there might have been
a reasan had this meeting nol
taken place,”
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JOOD REGIONS CAMPAIGN

Saudi entities sign housing deal
[o supportvulnerable families

Armb Mawa FHhacdn

The HNatonal Developmental
Housing Foundation, known as
Sakan, and the Social Develop-
ment Bank have parinered o
provide 4,000 housing  unils
for elymble amilies across Saud)
Arabia as part of the second phase
ol the Jood Regions campadgn,

The agreemenl was  signaed
during a ceremony  attended
by Minister of Municipalities
and Housing Majed Al-Hogail,
Minister of Human Resources
andl Social Development Ahmeed
Al-Rajhi, and Deputy Minister of
[nterior Nasser Al-Dawood.

This partnership butlds on a
previcus agreement that secured
housing  for 1000 [amilies,
The inltlative directly supporis
Vision 2030'% goal of increasing
homeownership  rates  among
citizens, the Saudi Press Agency
reported on Sunday.

Sakin secrefary-Oeneral
Abdulaziz Al-Ranchis and  the
hanks CED, Sultan Al-Humadci,
sigmed the agresiment,

Al-Humadh confirmed that the
agreement s part of the bank’s
efforts 1o strengithen sirategic
partnerships that prowvide
sipslainabde lnancing solulions.

He: notexd that cooperation with
sakan through the construction
completion program will help

eligitde amilies complete their
housing units. The program aims
i fimance 5000 heneficiaries
nominated by Sakan from social
secunty recipients and similar
CAlCEHICS.

Al-Humaikdi said: “At the Social
Development Bank, we are
committed o leveraging  our
capahilities to support the most
vulnerable groups and enable
them to access suitable housing.

We  believe housing  stabilliy

i key to enhancing quality of

life and achieving Yison 20350
targreis of ncreasing homeown-
ership rates among citizens”
Al-Raridis explained that the
agrevment 15 parl of elfors Lo
develop sustainable solutions for
elgibde famullies amd highlighted
the banks crucial mle in
supporting  howsing  empower-
metit for beneficiaries.
Meanwhile, the Jood Hegions
campaign  headoguarters  was

inatgurated at Misk City in
Rivadh on Saturday under the
patronage of Al-Hogail.
Al-Hogail expressed  his
gratitude to the leadership for
their penerous support of the
campaiegn, which included an
SRS meillon (S40 miillon) contr-
bution, and for thelr ongodng
mierest in supporting develop-
mental housing programs  and
COMmmunity initiatives.

Armb Mews Foyan

Al-Qibll Mosqgue, a

key component of the
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman Project for the
Development of Historical
Mosqgues, Is undergoing
restoration in Rivadh's
historic Manfuha
nelghborhood, the Sandl
Press Agency reported.

Originally built in 16849 AD andd
later  reconstricted by King
Abdulaziz in 1945, the mosques
proximity to the old primco-
pality palace made it a signifi-
cant prayer hall for princes and

HERITAGE PRESERVATION

Historic mosque undergoes
restoration in Saudi capital

Saudi craftsmen revive a centuries-old landmark using traditional
techniques in crown princes nationwide development initiative

aembor state officials.

The mosques Najdi  archi-
tectural styvle, characterized by
clay comsiruction and natural
materials, is being preserved and
enhanced. Its area will expand
from G42 sq. meters to BO4 5.
meters, increasing its capacity to
+H) warshippers,

A magor challenge s sourcing
and prepanng the necessary
wood, which requires traditional
techmigues such as  straighit-
ening, upturning, amnd pest ireat-
ment, the SPA reported,

Craftsmen are meticulously
measuring and preparing com -
nents onsite, emploving  tradi-
tional decorative  techniques

o revive the mosques original
architectural character.

The project also aims Lo raise
awareness ahout the impor-
lance of preserving these
istorical landmarks, according
to the 5PA.

Al-Qibli Mosque is one of 30
maosques being restored across
the Kingdom in the second
phase of the project, led by
saudl companics and engineers

specializbng in heritage
buildings.

This  initiative  balances
historical preservation with

madern construction standards,

ensuring sustainability
while retaining the mosgue’s

HIGH
LIGHT

|- il
Mosgue is ane
of 30 mosques
being restored
across the
Kingdom in the
second phase
of the project.

materiaks, =
being pressrved

mnd anhamcad.
SFa

authentie architeciural identity,

Phase two  follows  the
successfl completion of phase
one im 20108, which restored 30
masques in 10 regions across the

Ringtlom,
The project’s sirategic obhjec-
tives include rehabilitating

masques for waorship, restoring
architectiural authenticity,
highlighting the Kingdom's
cultural heritage, Al
enhancing the religious and
cultural significance of these
historical sltes,

The project aligns with Vision
2030 by preserving architec-
tural heritage and influencing
the destgn of modern mosques,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Crowd management

Makhkah enhances

services for
Ramadan visitors

Crovernnwent agendies in Makkah
have begun implementing
plans to provice the best
services for visitors and Umrah
performers during Ramadan.
The Generad Authonty for the
Care of the Grand Mosgue and
Prophet’s Mosque has launched
it Ramadan season plan with
several projects

The Tahalbul Froam Nuosuk
service has been trialed at fve
locations within the Gramd
Maosque, following sirict
hygiene standards. For the first
time, the authority is oflerng a
madnile halr-cutting service via
specially desizned carts tha
mdve with the crowds,

Additionally, luggage storge
services have been enhanced
with designated shelves and
an electronic tracking system,
including six drop-off paoints ai
the mosgues main entrances,

The number of electric
golfl carts has been doubled
i 00, chistribarted acoss 11
locations nside the Grand
Maosqgue. SPA Maklaah

Quality assurance

hSA launches
food safety

campaign

The Saudi Food and Drug
Authoriiy, In collabaoration with
the Ministry of Municipalities
and Housing, has launched
a natlomwide regulatory
campaign to enhance food
safety during Ramadan.

The campaisn focuses
on verifying the quality of
comymonly consumed foods
and ensuring compliance with
health regulations. It inclwdes
intensified inspections of fodosd
warehouses, sales outlets,
and distributlon centers to
check the acciracy of food
and nutritional data, assess
compliance with trangportation
and storage reguirements,
and examing product tracking
mechanisms.

Alongside inspections,
the campaign features food
saledy training programs
for food establishment
emoyecs to cnhance
compliance with health
requirenpents and ensure
the availability of safe, high-
gquality products. SPA Riyvadh

11he Days

KSHRELIEF LARGEST COMPLETED AND
QONGUING PROWECTS IR 106 COUNTRIES
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Boyarcd sarolorg Hoam S ooaecirabion
Cultural program Sustainable growth
Umrah guesis Islamic nations
tour Madinah back Riyvadh
Qur'an complex Charter for Al

Thi= guests of the Custodian

ol Lhe Two Haoly Mosoues
Proeram for Umrah and Yisid
toured the King Fahd Complex
for the Printing of the Holy
Qurtan in Madinah, as part of a
crilivral program organsed by
the Minkstry of Islamic Affairs.

The proup comprised 250
Umrah performers from Dndia,
Fakistan, Bangladesh, Turkive,
&l Lankia, Nepal, the Makdives,
Kazakhstan, Kyreyestan,
Tajikistan, Geargia, Australia,
New Zealand, and Russia,

Duning the vaset, the
euests were briefed on the
extensive work involved in
serving the Holy Qurian,
inclading printing, pubdishing,
translation and distribation,

They bearned about the
Kinpdom's efforis in preserving
the Qurian, along with the
rigorous processes of review
and verification to ensure the
highest standards of accuracy
and quiality,

Al the end of the visit, the
compex officials presented
the guests with copies of the
Haoly Qur'an. SPA Riyadh

Fiftv-three member states of
thee Islamie World Edwcational,
Scientific, and Cultural
Organization. have approved
the Rivadh Charter for
Artificial Intelligence In the
Islamic World

The charter was announced
during the Glohal AT Summit,
ocrganized by the Saudi Dats and
Artificial Intelligence Authority
in September 20004 in Rivackl,

The charter was approved
churing the 45th sesskon
of the [CESCO Execulive
Council, held in Tunisia,
with all member states in
attendance and the Saudi
AT authority particlpating,

The session discussed
the Rivadh charter asa
comprchensive strategic
framewaork for Al development.
aligning with Islamic values,
promating sustainable
development, and enhancing
internationl cooperation.

Member states alfirmed their
oomimitment o strengthening
Al governance and supporting
its responsible adoption in the
Lelamide world. SPA Riyadh

' Follow Arab Nows Briefs alf through the day @ArabNews



Saudi Arabias regions boast different varieties,

Mada Hamead Je=doal

From the huomble iftar
plate to grand Festivals,
dates are essential Tor
Sandi cuisine and social
traditions.

Their nch (Bavor, nounshing
qualitics, and deep-rooted
historic significance make them
a cherished part of Ramadan and
caily lle For Saudis and Muslims
everywhere,

served alone or paired  with
CTEai, '.Tl'll-""- or collee dales are
tvpically the first bite taken after a
long day of fasting, following the
Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad,
which =sud: “When one of you
brenks ks fast, et him break i@ with
chates, for they are o blessags amd
if he cannod find dates, then with
water, for it is pure”

Their natural sweetness and
rich nutritional content make
them the ideal chodce to renew
enerzy levels in the hody.

Constimer prelerences lor
dliles vary across Sailch Arabaa’s
regrons, reflecting agricultural
diversity and local traditions.

In the central region, there
15 high demand for sukkar,
mediool, and wanana dales,
while, in the Western Region,
khesdarl, safrd, amd barnl iypes
are ustially preferred,

In the eastern region, Al-Ahsa’s
renowned khalas and bunt dates
are widely consumed.

The people of the southemn
region primarily choose sukkari,
khalas. =afr, and harm, whike the
Northerm Kegion of the country
tends to favor barni, barhi, and
hilwih clates.

Alwa dates are ]_||||:||_|]:|_|' ACTI%S
all regions, as many seek o
fallow the Sunnah in which the
varely was mentuined,

Abdulhady Al-Sagair, a veteran
dlate farmer and investor rom
AlULa, told Arab News: " [ifferent
reghons  favor  specific  types
of dates based on agricultural
factors and nutrrtonal value
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FPALM POWER

Dates at dusk: a core
delight on every iftar spread

“some buyvers choosc dates
specifically for producing date
syiup.  whike others  prefer
high-moisture  vancties  for
use in various processed and
marketing applications.”

For soane ]II.-'I.I-I:I|!'_ .‘.L'lll'l:'l;lll.],: the
righl date variety s a personal

iradition. Abecr Al-Ghamdi,
from Jeddah, said: "For me,
every Ramadan season we

specily a dav for dates shopping,
[rom Bab Makkah and Al-Dahn
where there is a wide variety.

* Haowever,
my Favorite and a must during
Ramadan, This type fealures
a texture that is just perfect
nof o0 dry, not too soft. 1 also
sometimes get It from
markets in Madinah."

Nora Al-Rashid., from Riyadh,

harnd  dates  arme

bocal

gk "

favors a different vanety, saving:
"sukkari dates are my familys
favarite, They"re: naturally
caramal-like amnd melt in the
mcanth.

“We always stock up on them
from the Qassim markets heform

NUMBER

Some TOO tonnes of Saudi Ramackan begins, T like (o enjoy
dates will be distributed _ them with tahini and Saudi
across 102 countries during coffee before the main ifiar
Ramadan as part of the meal during the holy month of
Custodian of the Two Holy Ramacdan”

H":'E"EI'-'EE Gift Program for Asx Ramadan approaches, the
Providing Dates.

demand for dates sunges, leading
1o highver merket availability and
InCTeased prces

Al-Sugair =aul: "In childhood
I worked alongside my father
on his farm, developing with
Wi — oy he rest in pEace —
various farming technigues and
methods [or preserving  and

Soveril wall-
known data

Fizativils
calabirate

the fruit's
slgnificmnos In

Boill cLHEurs
araund the

Kingdom every
year = Buraldmh,
Unalzah, and

Al b, S,

marketing the harvest.

“From him 1 learned how to
care lor palm trees. harves
dates, and properly store them
for extended periods. [ witnessed
the evolution of storing barni
from  using  palm-froned
contiiners al the tme o metal
tins, then plastic buckets, and
cventually o processing them
in specialized factories for date-
based food products,

"Farmers o proritise
quality over quantity, carefully
date  palms by
efsunng oplimal imgation and
organic fertilization. This metic-
ulous care results im premium
gized dates with enhanced
tasie, as each palm produces a
carefully regulated vield”

He acded: "Many farmers use

(laties,

nuriuring

s, reflecting agricultural diversity, local traditions

fresh well water for irmigation
if thesir primary waler source
15 high 1m salimity or batter

ness. Additionally, they mvest
in specialized cold storage o
mainiain Freshmess, preventing
dates rom dryving oul or losing
their lavor™

Dates can be eaten fresh bud
are also an ingredient in various
traditional and modern dishes.
They are also used in beverages
and desserts.

.-'|.§|-."i-1:|l.||.|' “Trulies 0
Ramadan are looked on as a
very special ingredeent in the
Saudi tradittonal kitchen, =so
they are paired with traditional
foods such & ghee, butter, wild

sesa e, millet, and corn.

“[They arc) used in baking for
chate-hased pastries and desserts,
processed  inlo special | ilems
siich as date cakes, biscuits, and
porridges, and blended into
Ramadan beverages, providing
a natural energy boost  after
fastmg.”

Though dates are associated
with Kamadan, they remain a
daily staple in Saudi households.
They are often served with
coffee as a gesture of hospitality,
and a8 an Arahic saying atiesis:
“Tiates are the food of the poor
Al the desssert of the nich”

Fifting dates §5 also a time-
honored Ramadan practice, and
Al-Sugair said: “One of the most
cherished Hamadan traditions (s
exchanging gils, and dates are a
popalar cholce,”

sl

MARITIME CHARM

A tapestry of traditio

Arab News =iyadh

!';II:'I‘l_H_‘Il in |'|i.-!|-|:-|'!|'_ [he Farasin
Islands have long embraced
unkque Hamadan  traditions,
welcoming the holy month with
g hlend of faith and mariiime
charm.

Farasan women used to
prepare their homes by painting

walls o highlight  inirkcate
efgravings and  plasterwork,

whitle laving smooth pebhles on
courtyards to add a marttime-
inspired touch.

Arnnah Agill spsohe to the Sandi
Press Agency aboul these prepa-
rations, recalling the renewal of
wiokslen bed fenmes, the polishing

of utensils, the prepamtion of

Frasan womsn

used to propars
thalr hormes by

spices, and the weaving of doum
palm frond carpets,

painting walls ."i.l:.|I|] noted  that  with I:I'l_l'
ta Righlight arrival of Ramadan, the air
ImEslEate woild be filled with the scent of
engravings. SPA  mastic from clay water jugs and

« Farasan Islanders embrace spirit of holy month

FASTFACTS

@ The exchange of Ramadan
dishes among neighbors is

a chershed tradition in the
Farasan community.

@ The community continues to
honor the spirit of Ramadan
through acts of worahlp,
compassion, and the exchange
of gifts, strengthening both
spiritual and sccial bonds.

the sweet aroma of coffee from
iraclinional paols,

The exchange of Ramadan
dishes among neighbors was
another cherishod tradition in
the communsty,

Abkar Al-Mashrai'i recalled
a thme over 70 VRS Agn when
the [slanders would rely on

news [rom Jazan (o begin
Ramadanmn.
Nightly recitations of the

Quran by the glow of lanterns
would echo through the alleys,
and  the muoezzins melodic
call would announce sahoor.
Children and voung men flled
the evenings with  traditonal
eames, Al-Mashrai'i added.

The Farasan community
continues to honor the spirit
of Ramadan through acts of
wiarship, compassion, and the
exchange of gifts, strength-
ening both  spiritual  and
s il boncls
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AP Jualya

Before the war, the holy
month of Kamadan

was a festive time of
Inereased worship, social
gatherings, and cheer for

Fatima Al-Absi,

With her husband, the resident
of Jabaliya in Gaza said she
used to do Ramadan shopping,
vigil pelatives, and head 1o the
mosgue for prayers.

Fut the Israel-Hamas war has
shredded many of the Famdliar
amtl chenshed threads of
Hamadan as Al-Absi once knew
it: Her hushand and a son-in-
lyw have been killed, her home
Wik -::|:||1||:|_:.:|-|| angd burmt, and
the mosque she attencded dunng
Raomadan was destroved, she
sakd.

“Everything has changed”
she =aid on Saturday as her
family observed the first day of
Hamadan.

“There's no hoshand, o
homee, no proger food or Lile”

For Al-Absi and other Gaza
reésidents, Ramadan started this
vear under a fragile ceasefire
agreement Uhat i:l.iIHHi'll o
than 15 months of a war that
has killed tens of thousands of
Falestindans and devastated the
Craza Sirp.

Compared to last Ramadan,
many found relief in the truce
— but theres also worry and
[ear about whats next and griel
ovier Lhe personal and collective
los=e=, the raw wounds, and the
numerous scars left behind.

Mo, Jed/Hay'1 18/06/2025

sagled Tendersiudtatons

prggnntml Hajj materials
another suitable location

Casemeni

(1700 hrs)..

are Inwted
Mustaprs (Gegalty authorzed lessors) or licensed Saudi service
provider companiés Tor hinng of & building in Makkah on an annual
basis (extendable) for setting up Indan Haj Pigrims’ Office.
Prafarakbdy, thi baslding should hanve the falloweng specifications;

“I'vie 08l a gald the

G -year-abd

bt "
erandmolbver,
who's been reduced o eking

out an  existence amid the
wreckage,
“Life 1= diffcult. May God

grant us patience and strength,”
she added.

[srae] cut off all abkd and other
supplies (o Gaza on Sunday
to pressure Hamas to acoept a
new proposal to extend the Arst

CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA, JEDDAH

ADVERTISEMENT

MNOTICE FOR INVITING TENDER FOR HIRING OF A BUILDING IN
MAKKAH ON AN ANNUAL BASIS (EXTENDABLE] FOR SETTING UP
INDIAN HAJ PILGRIMS' OFFICE FOR HAJ 1446 H - 2025 G

Dated: 03.03.2025

from the COwners,

» Location: 'Withan a 12 km radius from Haram Sharif

« Tasresh Capacity: Mimmuwm G600 pilgrims

= Elevatars: At ast three functional lifts

= Storage: A spacsous basement {or designated area) for stonng

« Meeting Ares” Dedicated space on the rmezzaning Tkor or
= Parkirng: Suffcasnt parkeyd Space in frant of the Dol oF

s Hosnms: & rminimgrn of 90-100 raams

2. Thi intaristed and ssagible bidderirightiul vgal tithe holdeds of
I:IIJI|I:|II'Il;| im Makkakh 'I"I-E-El..'-]II'IEI Landlonds may subret thesw proposal
as par tha procedura detailed in the Tender Documant publshed
in the local dailies, IJ|.'i|-:':-:’|-i."F.'!'] on e Consaiate Webase and CPP
Portal to Vice Consul {Hajl, Consulate General of India, Villa No.
4, Behing Saudl Matonal Bank, Tamaliva Streedt, P.OBox Mo, S52,
Jeddah-21421 (Telephone Mo, 6639351 ) by 10™ March, 2025 till

3. Further detais in respact of the Tendar are available at
Wi, COipackdah Gov i & on DSl o g ooy Vel ocunisapp

HOPE FOR PEACE

(Gaza residents pray for better
days as Ramadan begins

[srael-Hamas war has shredded many of the familiar and cherished threads of the holy month

Distressaed relatives on Sunday

mcwrn Palestinlans killed in an
lsraell strike, at a hospital, In
nartharn Gaza Strip, Routars

Life is difficult. May
Geodd grant ns patience
andl strength.

AFP Caalre

Egvpt has repected attempis to
establish a rival government in
Surclan, warning that such moves
jeopardized the “unity, sover-
ekgnty and tervitorial integrity™
o The War-tod T Country,

Stdan has been locked in a
wir betwern the army and the
paramilitary HRapid Support
Forces for nearly two  years,
plunging the country into whal
the United Nations describess as
one of the worst humanitarian
dizasiers in recent memory.

A weelk ago, the HSF and ils
allics signed a charter in Kenva
declaring the formation of a
“sovernment of peace and unity”
iy areas uncer el |.'-||r|I|'-::-|.

phase of the ceasefire

Hamas accused Israel of
irying 1o derail the existing
ceaselire agreement, bl bt by
sicles stopped short of declaring
the truce over,

"We're scared because there's
no  stability,”  Al-Absi
adcding that she was praving for
the war to end and cannet bear
any more losses,

she spoke

Rakd,

before  Isracl

announced the pew proposal
and the ad cutoll on Sunday,

Though Ramadan is still far
froam morTnal, soaee 0 the Gaga
SArip said that, 1 some ways, 1
feels better than last vear's,

“We cant  predict wihai
will happen next” Amal Abu
Sariyah, in Gaza City, sakd before
the month™s star,

“Yes, the country is destroyed
and the situation is very bad,

CONFLICT

Egypt rejects attempts to form
parallel Sudanese government

"Egvpl expresses ils rejection
of any atlempis that threaten the
unity, sovercignty and termito
rial integrity of brotherly Sodan,
including the pursuit of forming
i ]:-.:|:1||J|'| Hll-:i:lnl'.'-.l-';_l|'|.|'|'||1|:|-e':|:|l_"

Mowly

Eraduatad
saldiers

attend a
CHramEny
in northarn

Sudan. AFF

a stalement Iroin Calro's Fore e

Ministry saicd Sumday,

It added that such actions
“complicate  the situation In
Sudan, hinder ongoing eforts
fo undly politlcal visions  and

but the feeling that the shelling
andl the killing ... have stopped,
makes you (feetl that this vear 1s
betler than the last one”

Overshadowed by war and
displacement, last HRamadan
wias “very had” for the Pales-
timian people, she sad,

The 2024 Ramadan in Gaza
bepan  with  corasefire  talks
then at a standstill, hunge
worsening across the strip. and
nio emnd in sight to the war.

The war was sparked by the
Ot 7, 20023 attack on Israel,

Iseael's military offensive has
killed over 48000 Palestin-
ians, according to Gaza's Health
Minisiry.

Vast areas of Gaza have been
hest oy ed

Under the ¢easefire, hundreds
of thousands of Palestinlans
Hoodded back infloe northern
Craea,

After inmitial reliel and joy at
returning  to their homes
even if damaged or destroved
— thev've been grappling with
Iv'ing amid the wreckage,

As Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip prepared for Hamadan,
shopping for essentlal house-
hold goods and food, some
lIamented the harsh living
conditions and ECONOmLC
hardzhips but also sald they
relicd on thelr Gth i God to
provide for them.

“I wsed fto help people.
Today, 1 can't help myself.,” said
Masser Shoueikh,

"My situation used to improve,
amd I did not necd anyvthing. ..
We ask Goad 1o stand by us”

exdoerbates  the humanitarian

Crisis.”
Egypt also called on  =all
Sudanese [ormoes o proritize

the country’s supreme national
interest and to engage positively
i launching a comprehen-
|;|-::||:|[||':|,| peace)
without exclusion or external
mterference.”

Last week, Epvptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty volced
e ssume stance ina press confer-
ence  alongsile his  Sudanese
counierpart All Youssel,

“Sudian's

et PSS

errilortial  inlegrits
15 & med line for Egyvpl,” he s,
adding that his country “rejects
any calls to establish aliernative
siructures optside the curreni

framewnrl”

TRHANSITION

Syrian panel
to drafl new

charter

Rawtars (amnanus

syna has formed a seven-
member committee (o drafl
a consttutional charer for
poveriung  is  transition  to
democracy, the presidency said

int & staterent on Sunday.

A Turkish Foreign Mindsir
spdirce separiately sawl Turkssh
arcl British  offcials  wall
discuss Syria's future during a
meeting i Ankara on Monday,
with security, sanctions, and

econmnic development on the
agenda,

The Turkish source said Turkish
Deputy  Foreigm Mmister Nuh
Yilimaz and British jundor Foreign
Offace Mindster Hamish Falconer
wioldd bead Monday's tallks
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RAGING CONFLICT

AFP Karreala

The Usandan army oonfirmed
Sunday It has sent troops 1o

another town in northeastemn
Democratic Bepublic of Congo
b Fght local armeed groups, amidd
[esars a ragangs condlict could sparal
into a wickr war.

"Our troops have entered
Mahapgi town amd we are in
contral” Ugandas defense and
military affairs spokesman Felix
Rudavigye said Sunday,

Thedeployment was requested
by the Congolese army following
alleged massacres of civilians
carried out by a militia known
as the Cooperative for the Devel-
opment of Congo, or Codecn, he
sabd, withou! providing further
eheLinls,

Mahagi is in liuri province,
which borders Uganda, where at
least 51 people were Killed on Feh,
10 by armed men affiliated with
Cotleco, according o humani-
tartan and local sources.

Codbeco cluims it defends the
mterests of the Lemdu commu-
nity. mainly composcd of farmers,
against the Hema ocommuonity,
mainly herders.

Uganda already has thousamds
of troeops I olleer pars of Ttun
under an agreement with the

Ugandan army
deploystolownin
northeast Congo

HIGHLIGHTS

# The deployment was
regquestad by the Congolese
army followlng alleged
massacras of civilans carried
out by a militia known as

Codeno,

@& Mahagi is In Hur provinea,
which borders Uganda, where
at least 51 people were

Killed on Feb. 10 by armed
men affiliated with Codeco,
according to sources.

ConEodee Fovermment,

Last momith, Ugandas announced
its troops had “taken control™ of
thie provincial capital, Bunia.

Iturt = jusi north of the
provinces of North and South
Kivi, which at the emd of
January fell onder the controd
ant-government M235
armed group, which i1s backed
by neighbonng Rwanda.

Analysis fear that Ugnnda and
Rwanda’s growing presence in
eastern Congo could lead to a
repeat of the zo-called Second
Congo War, which lasted from
1998 (o 2003, invalving many
Alncan countries and resulting
in millions of deaths from

il the

—
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M23 rebels during the escort of captured FOLR moembers to Rwanda for repatriation, at the Goma-Gisenyl Grande Barrier border crossing. Footors

violence, disease and famine,
Meanwhile, Comgos  army
cberibedd on Sunday that 20 fighters
Imked to the Bwandan genocide
had been captured on ifs terr-
tory, calling a video of thear
handover to Rwanda “faked™
The statement came after the
Rwanda-backed MZEY  armed
Eraipr I eastern Congo sabd on
saturday it had captured fghters
from the Democratic Forees

for the Liberation of Rwanda,
of FOLE, a milita founded by
ethnic Hulus who took part in
the genocicde of Tutsis in Rwanda
i 1A,

Bwanda ha= long pointed to
the alleged presence of the FDLR
in eastern Congo to justify its
suppeort For the M23

With Hwandas backing, the
M2 has seiyed swaths of the
Congo's troubded, mineral-rich

east in recent months, including
the kev provincial capitals of
Croma and Bukavu,

The MZEY released a wvideo
showing s forces handing over
200 alleged FDLR hHghiters 1o
Rwanida at a border post between
the two countries.

“This is a faked incident in poor
Laste orchestrated with the 2ole
aim of di=screditmg our army,” the
Congolese armesd forces chiefs of

staff sabdd im a statenwent.

“This = part of the Rwandan
sirategy to justify the invasion
of paris of the DRC's territory,” Qi
acdidecl

“The Hwandan authonties,
who specialize in the art of lics
and manipulation, took old FDLR
detainess, dressed them in new
mibitary  fatigpues, and  possed
them off as FDLR hgghters newly
captured in Goma,”

Sheany Yasuko Lal Jakartn

A new group of Indonesi:an
medics is on thelr way
to Gaza to volunteer at

the Indonesla Hospital,

the Jakarta-based
nongovermmental
organization that
assembled the team said
on Sunday, as uncertainties
loom over the secomd
phase of the ceaselire.

The Indonesian NGO Medical
Emergency Rescue Committee,
or MER-C, has been organizing
teams of doctors and nurses
e last March, as part of
emergency deployments led by
the World Health Organization.
The latest batch, comprising
two  general practitioners, a
nurse, an anesthesiologist and

VIOLENCE

Militants’
ambush Lills
I soldiers in
north Niger

ASSISTANCE

Jakarta NGO sends off new group of
medics to volunteer at Gaza hospital

[t includes nurse, midwile, anesthesiologist and general practitioners

The NGO has besn orgunizing teams of doctors ance et Mareh. Sopoiod

a midwife, deparied Jakaria on
saturday and is expected to enter
Gaza in the next couple of days.
“They will be
the Indonesia Hospital, as Lhe
facility has resumed operations,”
sarbini Abdul Murad, chairman
of MER-C% board of trustees in
Jakamia, todd Arab News on Sundday.

slathomwsl  ai

AFP My

An attack claimed by Al-Qaeda-
linked militants killed 11 soldiers
in  noFthern near  the
Algerian  botdger, local soarces
and meedia reported.

According to Alr Info news
wehsite, an ammy patrol  was

Mlger

"Gaza is in need of different
kinds of doctors, as the number
of wictims and  the avail-
abdlity of local doctors are
disproportionate,”

MER-C has =0 [ar sent 45
vidunteers to Gaza a8 part of
its emergency medical teams,
which previously comprised

ambaished in the Ekade Milane
area on Friday and the JNIM
group claimed responsibility.

It sald the 1 =soldiers were
burded on Saturday In  the
presence of top officers including
armed forces chief of staff Gen.
Moussa Salaou Barmolw

slate rclio conbimmed the attack

Mher  specialists,  incieding
internisis and surgeons.

The Indonesia Hospital 1
facility that was funded and
opened by MER-C in late 2005 —
wak onye of Uhe first sites hil when
Israecl began s assault on Gaza
in October 2023,

since the first phase of the
ceasefire began on Jan. 19, the
hospital has also been gradu-
ally resuming essential services,
froam surgeries to emergency and
i tenl services, as 1 worked
to reach at least 50 percent of Tull
capacity by July.

For nurse Ade Andrian, a
member of MER-Cs  latest
emerpency medical team, the
opportanity o voduntesr in Gaca
wis a long time coming, having
first registered in 2023, a couple
of months afler Israel began its
latest assault on the enclave.

ancd death todl But said the patmol
wiis ambushed by "bandits.”

Niger forces stationed near
Algeria face occasional attachks by
arme] assailanis,

The=e are usually not attnb-
wteed to militants, who are more
active in bordedands stradclling
Mali and Burkina Faso,

HIGHLIGHTS

® MER-C has so far sant 45
voluntears to Gaza as part of
its emeargenay medical teams,
which previously comprised
aother speacialists.

# The Indonesia Hospital was

gne of the first sites hit when

tsrael began its assault on
Gaza in October 2023,

# Since the first phase of
the ceasefire began on

Jan. 19, the hospital has also
been gradually resuming
essential services,

Migrers vast desert north s
however a notornous corridor
for ilicit traffickers and a transit
point for thousands of Africans
hopdng to reach Europe,

The Sahel country is poverned
by a mulitary junta which seized
power In July 203 vowing o
fackle Nigers securify issues,

“Praise bt o Godd that today |
have been given the chance to
join the EMT to be a part of the
humanitarian mission for the
peaple of Gaza,” Andrian sald.

However, as U lirst stape
o the ceasecfire ended withoud
aereement on confinuing mto a
second phase and lsrael moved
o block entry of all humamn-
tarian aid into the Gaza Strip on
sunday, the latest developmenis
are sparking concerns

“The blocking of humanitarian
alld will not only impact the
Indonesia Hospital but also all
the other hospitals in Gaza and
also the residents of the enclave”
MER-C™ Mursd said,

"We hope thal Isracd wall soon
condinae  with the ceasefie deal
according to what was agreed. 1T
this is viokated, then we fear another
massive wave of civilian loss”

Yel unrest persisis: Since Che
coup at least 2400 people have
been killed in attacks, according
o the nternational conflict
mamiior ACLEI

Together with junta-bed allies
Mali and Burkina Faso, Niger is
SelngE up a _i-||l||1 GO -SIFONE
force to tackle the region’s unrest
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Sri Lanka hunts for police

chief over deadly raid

Travel ban imposed on Deshabandu Tennakoon to stop him from leaving the country

AFP Colormisa

sri Lankan police

were searching for thelr
chief on Sunday after

a court order lor his
arrest was issued over
the killing of an officer
during a botched raid, an
officlal sald.

Inspector-General of  Police
Deshabamndu Tennakoon  has
been missing since a magisirale
in the islands south ordered
his arrest on Friday, following
allegations that he had ordered
the raid on Deoe, 31, 20023,

“We went to his home o carry
ok the arvest warrant but he had
gane into hiding, leaving behind
his bodyguards” a senjor officer
=aldl,

He =aid the court had also
imposed a foreign travel ban on

Tennalkoon, 53, to stap him Teom
leaving the 1=sland,

Tennakoon ordered a  unldi
from Colombo o search a hotel
i Weligama, a resorf town
about 150 kilometers south of
the capital, for illegal drugs.

Local police, wunaware of
the undercover  operation,
confronted the wmt from the
capital, sparking a pgunbatile
in which one officer was killed
and anather critically wounded,
Mo drugs were found at
the hotel.

Tennakoon was confrover-
sially named asx police chiel
in November 2023 but s
appointment  was  challenged
in the Supreme Court, which
suspended him in July pending
the competion of a hearing.

He was given the lop job
despite the highest court Anding
in & separile cise that he had

Deshabandu Tennakoon

tortured a suspect.

The conert had ordered Tenna-
koon Lo pay hall a million rupees
(LMK (o the victim buotl the
government at the ime ignored
judicial orders to take disci-
plinary action against him,

separately, Sr Lanka's leftisi
presicdent recently recéived a
boost from Washington, with
the Intermational Monctary

Fumd greenlighting a roughly
5330 million pavout under an
exlsting loan agresment.

The IMF board approved the
latest review of an existing four-
vear loan agreement, noding
in a statement that S Lankas
progtam  performance  “has
been strong,” and that almost
all quantitative targets had been
med.

The board's approval gives Sri
Lanka "immediale access™ to
around 533 million to support
its  economic  policies  and
reform program, the TMF said,
andd Tollows an eardier stafl level
agreement struck with the 5Sn
Lankan authorities.

"Heforms im Sri Lanka are
bearing frukt and the economic
recovery  has remark-
able” IMF deputy managing
director Kenji Okamra said in a
slalement.
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Reubers Yatioan City

Pope Francis, in a stable condi-
tion as he battles pneumonia in
hospital for the Fth day, met two
Vatican officials on Sunday andd
aoffered thanks o well-wishers
for their prayers and support in
a written messagr.

Francis, 88, was admitted to
Home's Gemelli Hospital on Feh.
1+ with respiratory  problems
that degenerated o double
pneumoenia — a serious infec-
Hon in both lungs that can
inflame and scar them, making
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'AFFECTION AND CLOSENESS™

Pope stable in hospital, thanks
well-wishers for support

it chifficult to bhreathe,

The Vitlcan sadd on Saturday
that the pontifis condition
had stabilized, following an
“isolated™ breathing crisis a day
earlier.

“T would like (o thank you For
the prayers” Francis sald in a
noe released by the Vatican in
place of his usual Sunday praver
with devotees, which the pope
wis not able to lead for the third
week running.

“I feel all vour affection and
choseness.” the message sanl

Francis also met at the hospital

FASTFACT

Francis, BB, was admitted
to Rome's Gemelli Hospital

on Feb. 14 with respiratory
problems that degenerated

into double pnﬁUmnnin.

on Sunday with Cardinal Pietro
Parodin, the Valican's senior
official, and Parolin's deputy, said
Vatican spokesperson  Matteo
Brund, without giving further
chetanls about the meeting.

The pope, who is known (o

work himself to exhaustion, has
continued leading the Vatlcan
churing his hospatal stay and last
metd Parolin and the depaty at
the Gemelli on Feh. 24,

Earlier on Sunday, the Yatican
saidd in a one-hne update that the
pope had rested well overnight,
A hull medical update on his
condition is expected on Sunday
EVENINE.

A VYatican official said on
sunday that Francis was eating
normally, moving about his
hospital room, and contining

s treatment.

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Tragedy

Eight dead

inIndia
avalanche

Hesouers recovered the eighth
and final baody from the gite of
an avilanche ina remote area
of morthern India, the army said
sunday, marking the end of a
marathvon operathon [ sub-zer
temperatures, More than 50
workers were submerged under
smvowy amd debiris after the ava-
lanche hit a construction camp
on Fricay near Marea village on
Lhe border with Tibet inthe
Himalayan state of Uitarakhand,
Authorities had revised down
the number of workers on site
at the time of the avalanche
froem 55 to 54 after one worker,
previously believed to be
burbec, was found to have safely
madle his way home before the

Corruption
Malaysia™ ex-P'M
declares wealth
o agency

Malaysia's former Prime
Minister Ismail Sabri

Yiaakob has declaved his
wigilih 1o authoriibes as

part of an ongoeing corraption
and money laundering
probe, the anti-grafl agency
=aidl on Sunday, following the
selzune of neardy 540 million
in assets allegedly linked to
hiim.

The Malaysian Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission said 1ts
investigation is locused
on government publicity
expenditure and procure-
ment during the premiership
of Ismail Sabri, who
served as premler from
Augrust 2021 to November

avalanche hit. AFP 2022, Reuters
The Dy s-ArmeaursanzaTion
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What Were Reading Today

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Invention of
International Order

GLENDA& SLLGM,

In 1814, after decades of

This new coalition

continental conflict, an alkance planted the sseds for

of European ampiras captured

Paris and exiled Napolaan

today's international ardar,
wedding the idea of a

Bonaparte, - durable peace to
'dl:'fﬂ'hr"l_g | LTIy OF "H.Ilﬁl-ﬂt'ﬂlrﬂ"Em.
French military icrrasariusl SR diplamaay,
expansionism and e s philanthropy, and
establishing the

Concert of Europe.

: rights, and making
% Europe ita center.
. i

Milestone

Private US

spaceship lands
upright on Moon

A TS company successiully
larchi=d its spacecrall on the
Moon on Sunday, marking
only the second private mis-
siomn fo achieve the mile-
stone — and the first to do so
upright

Firetly Acrospace's Blue
host Mission 1 touched
down near Mons Latreille, a
volcanic formation in Mare
Crisim on the Moon's north-
eastern near sicde.

“Yall stuck the landing,
we're o the Moon,” an
engIneer al rmisseon
controf in Austin, Texas,
called out as the team
erupded in cheers. AFP

Austority

Milei says

more cuis to
public spending

Argentine President Tavier Miled
todd lawmakers Saturday he
planned to make more “chain-
saw” culs o public spending,
adding that his sovermment's
austerity program would “last
[ yesirs.”

The hibertanan leader has
held a chammsaw at public
events as a symbaol of his push
fo restore fscal discapline m the
South American nation whene
hie has been president since
Decemnber 2025

Mibef's mexsures, which have
phunged Argentina mio reces-
seom1, are blamed for Gppang mil-
hons more people Into poverty
in the flrst half of 2024, AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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A turning point for Gaza and the Palestinian issue

OF. EHALED MANILAWIY

—

he imminent Cmergency
Arab League Summit in

Cairo, Egypt, cones at a

defining moment in the

Micledle East,

The regaon s still emved-
oed In the devastating consequences of a
L5F-month war in Gaza and a conflict that has
spanmsd decades between Israel and Pales-
tine. Tomorrow s ciergency summit of Arab
leaders ks far more than just a diplomatic
esvent: it 1s an opportunity for reckoting
against arguably one of the wors! humeani-
larian and poditical disasters of our age

Thi stakes for this summit could nod
be higher. Gaza lies in ruins, with Israeli
alr attacks and ground assanlis taking
almost 50,0040 lives and injuring more
tham 100,000, with women and children
suffering the most, Whaole neighhorhoods
have vanished, pushing the humanitarian
Crisis imto catastrophic termitory,

Several urgent matters will be discussed
during the summit and will reguire
immediate action, as fallows:

The alleviation of the humandiarian crisis
will be the top prionty, Arab countries

The Arab League
musi categorically
reject
displacemeni

plans and reafTirm
the right of

Palestinilans to

remain in their
homeland

B Rl LN ] el O L O S T B S
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must ally to feesd, clothe, care for and house
the suffering population in Gaza. The
summit must, therefore, call for the lifting
of the blockade by [seael so that they can
issue free aid and build homes, schools,
hospitals and infrastructure. This will
meed] 1o be placed within the confines of a
comprehensive reconstiuction plan with
strong financial backing from Arab nateons
and the international community to give
hopse anad stability back to Gaza

The summit will also reject the forced
displacement of Gazans, One of the most
dlarming trends of the past few vears s
the number of proposals to forcibly evict
Palestinians from Gaza, either to other
countres or into so-called safe rones. Aside
froun being ethically reprehensible, such
sugpestions violate intermational law, And
Saudi Arabia has put itself on record: it will
nol normalize relations with Tsrael until a
Palestinian state is established. The Arab
League must categorically reject displace
mend plans and reaffirm the right of Pales-
tindans to remain In thelr homeland,

The Arab leaders will also develop a
comprehensive scheme (o reconstrict

A -

O, Whaked Manrasry a
ANREANL BB - o
rearnatonal peddcal afTure of
P Ad all Ll
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Craza, withoul including any displace-

ment schemes, on the road to stabilizing
the whaole regaon., These connectons will
include Gaza, the West Bank and Jerusalem,
since their integration is vital for the estab-
lishment of a functional Palestinlan state,

The sumnsll will seek the empowermment
of the Palestinian people. Employing a
unthed policy within a singular Palestimian
polity 1= essential to promote the longevity
of any peace seitlement.

The two-state solution, which most falth-
fully conforms to the envisiomsd mode] of
peace as one in which an independent Pales-
tiran state exists alongséde Israel, s s0ll
the anly possible road to peace, The summil
must reaffirm this vision and condemn any
aCis thatl undermine it, including the expan
siot of [sraeli setthements.

The Arab Peace Indtative of 3002 and othe
chiplomatic endeavors for Palestinkan stafe-
heoia] have comsistendly chamypioned the nghts
of the Palestinian people. This cmergency
sunmit is vet another platform to reiterate
o the workd that this commitment emdumes,
The Arab warkd has been unbted in pursuil of
Justice, degnty and pesce for Pabestone,

Arab leaders emphasize this point with
the determination that issues facing the
Palestinians should take priority over
factlonal politics.

This iz not a mere diplomatie meeting. It
i5 an opportunity (o send a strong message
of hope amd undty to the Palestinlan people.
By committing themselves to the recon-
struection of Gaza, rejeciing displacement
schemes and maintaining the two-state
sodution, Arab leaders will be confirming
thelr diesdication to the Palestinkan canse,

The roacd abpesd = undoubtedl
challenging, but this summit represents i
potential turming point. As former Pales
tinian leader Yasser Arafat once sapd: “ Peace
ks our strategic chodce™ This summit can
ensure that this choice becomes a reality,
nisl juest an empiy slosan, By rebuilding
Craza, rejecting displacement and charting a
path tovvrd peace, Arab leaders can homor
the sacrihces of the Palestimian people amd
baild a future of hope rather than despair.

I'he world is watching. Let this
emergency summii be remembered as a
purndng poind in the struggle for justhos and
peace in Palestine,
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It is easy fora
government to
succumb to the
tempiationofa

bigger role alier a
destructive war

Lebanon needs its own Department of Government Efliciency

NeE o a tmee, a little

Frog tried 1o compete with

AT enarTnos ox. I blew

anid blew and hlew and

gl el Pesel untal 14 borest,

The moral of the story,
which is one of Aesop's Fables, is a warmn-
ing azainst preed or overindulgence. ©t
sugpesis that pushing things heyond their
limiis can have I'.=I|.j!-i|lII|:-|1:II'1'III1:|!-iI'I|_|II"|'I-i_'I.'!-i.
Every governmen! or corporation, bloated
by burcaucracy, needs to keep that dra
matic image in mind.

The Lebanese government of Prime
Minister Nawal Salam faces enormous
challenges, the least obvious of which is
halancing its own role and share of the
ECOEOmy viersus that of the privale sector
Sch restraint may be loo much o expect,
as it s not the way politicians work; their
instinet is to expand their function. Muach
mdare wisdom and vision are needed to
keep the size of government down,

[t i= easy for a government (o socouammi
to the temptation of a bigger role after a
chestrctive war and when governmemt
spencding 15 much-needed, This s what

appened i Exrope after the Second World
War: politicians god addicted to spending
and could not give up the habit. Even while
trving, they end up spending and borrowing
pcsre, The warld™s worst-Kepd secret is thai
the global debt accumulated over the lasi

70 years will never be repaid, unless more
15 borrowed to repay ik It is obvious that

the global economy is no longer sustainable
with fis growing deficiis amd debds. This was
itlso the story of Lebanon at thee end of fis
15-vear civil war i 1990,

We are there again now, with the
Lebanese government about to embark on
A major enterprise to rebuild the banking
sector, a8 well as the areas destroyed by
the war hetween Hezballah and 1srael. The
restlting growth in public spending will
sl a trend that, i uncontaimed, will burst
again one day. The difference is that each
time this happens the crisis gets bigger.

Lebanon was not designed to have a
barge government sector, Michel Chila, a
prosninent banker, intellectual and political
thinker who was the main architect of the
Lehanese system in the eaply vears, devised
it a= a liberal, lussez-faire economy, the

NADIM SHEHADI

Modrm Shwhad @ an soor-camied
anrd paoecal o s
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cornerstone of which was a sound monetary
policy. He was wary of state intervention
in the economy and of inflation, preferming
icdividual instiative, entreprencurship and
innovation, with an emphasis on human
capital and the free movement of capital
and goods. [t was mainly an cconomy of
services, such as banking, tourism and
educatkon, and it s Befrut become a
nancial amd cultural center that attracted
imvestment and talent from the region,

In the 1950s and 1960s, the cosmopolitan
merchant and intelbectual elite of the region,
Heeinge the nattonalist revolutions in Egyp,
Syria and Irag, contributed to the prosperity
of the capital, but not of the whole country.
A backbash came with the presidency of
it Fouad Cleehaly, who acbvocsied a
harmonous development policy, wilh
sl services and balanced development
including the regions and the productive
sectors such as induastry and agriculiure.

The weakness of the state, its instiiutbons
and its services contributed both positively
andl negatively to the policy debate in the
countey at the tme. Chila and Chehab
were seen as both compiementary and

contrasting, like the relationship between
the city and the mountain, between the
services sector and productive activities,
with the core of the discussions centering
oy Lhe rode of the state,

The government of Salam operates in the
context of major regional and intermational
changzes, including the fall of the Assad
reglme and the aftermath of Israel’s wars
with Hamas and Fezbollah. Internation-
ally, there is also the unpredictability of
the Trump admindstration and its relations
with regtonal powers, as well s Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency launching
an assault on government bareaucracy.

I'he Salam government is also the first
Cabinet under the presidency of Gen,
Joseph Acun and i1 operates amid the
begacy of such pohicy debates, political
conflict and economic crises in Lebanon.
Will it have the wisdom to break the cycle
and resist expanding government activity?

sSince we ane practically rebiilding
shate institutions from scratch, there is an
apporiunity to reduce the rode of the state
ancd encourage the allernative services that
have emerged to replace il
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Al will not supercharge GDP growth

veryone knows that artifi-
cial intellipence 1s a hugely
powerful technolosy witl
imEmense economic implica-
tions US equity prices reflect
not only conbdence in the

prospects of technology companies but also

a belief that Al will fusel a broader boomm.

The growth-obsessed UK government

views Al development as

top priority and everyone

al the World Econogmic

gl s

"everywhere but in the productivity statis-
tics.” With mobile phones, the infermet,
ever-expanding hardware capacity and
growing software capabilities promizing
a new connectivity-based productivity
revolution, everyone at the Workd
Economic Forum in 2000 wanted to hear
from the leaders of “information and
communications techmolosy”

Then thers was
“hig data,” “the digital
ecoisorny, “machine

Forwm in Davios in January A large amnd bearning™ and now artificial
wanted to hear from the robahbl ;[!'.‘!I."IH!'I mielhigence, None, so far,
world’s Al leaders. Pll ry “Ig has had any measurabde
We have been here REIARC OF CCOnomic mpact on medimm-term
before. In the 1960, activity involves a  growih rates. A case can be
compulers were oo zero-sum strugele  made thal generative AT,
enarmous and expensive for [‘lllllpE'll“\'E owing m its seli-learning
Lo b used by anyone bt capability, represenls more
the largest government advantage than just anodlver stage of
apencies and bhosinesses. technological develop-

Yt s0 great were concerns about "auwtoma-
tion” that US President Lyndon Johnson
laurched an inguiry into the danger that
computer-based technologies might
“eliminate all but a few jobs.” It was nol
to be, By the 19705, there was no sign of
a productivity surge and fears of mass
technalogical unemployment subsiced,
Personal and business compuler use
then soared in the 1980s; but by 1990, as
the economist Robert Solow famously
elaserved, Information technology was

ment. But there are still two reasons why it,
oy, Ty ok shovy up in growih data.

First, a large and probably growing share
of econamic activity involves a zero-sum
strugeke for competitive advantage with
no positive impact on cither measured
growih or human welfare. Using basic
internet searches, and now sophisti-
cated large language models, lawyers
are increasingly able to analyze every
possible precedent before presenting

thelr argunments But if the opposing liw

ADAIR TURNER

acair Turned, char of thi
Erws y Traralticrs Commegicr,
was sl of the UK Enpnoal
Bervices Aythorily From 2008 b
2012, H la tha outhar of My
books, kol uding “Batwoan Ded
ano e Davilk Morgy, Credit, snd
Fierg Oloba! France” |Princston
Liniver sty Press, 2000)
CPrpect Syrnoacsie

For Tl varsion. fog on 1o
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firm can do the same, the result is an arms
race in which neither party has a durable
advaniage,

Conversely, Al will aimost certainly
deliver huge human welfare benehits
almost for free. The late Martin Feldsteimn,
writing in 2017, cormectly observed this
phenomenon at work in the previous
three decades of remarkable I'T and [CT
progress. By then,
smartphones boasted
meany thousands of thmes

= - o -
.‘

I, by 20710, an Al-enabled acceleration
of knowledge acquisition has furnished us
with a wonder drug that gives everyone a
100-year life of perfect health, and which
i= produced in wholly automated [actories
powered by cheap nuclear fusion, it wall
count for almost nothing in global GDT.
The more powerful a technoelogy, the more
rapidly it disappears from measured GDE.

At the same thme,

Al will have massive
postential to exacertale

mHare Processing power Al will have the: harms to human
and memory than the masssive I:H.'I-h'."l'lll-lll welfare that previous
bigepest computers of the gencrations of ICT
18605, enabling vastly to exacerbate the have already produced.
mare communication, harms that previous  peepfake capabilities
clata storage, video and renerations of are already driving an
image sharing, and so ICT have alres Ill’ explosion of online
forth. Yet the share of sesams and Al-powered
GDP accounted for by produced social media algorithms
the telecoms seclor are deepemng political

had hardly changed, leading Feldstein to
conclude that *low growth estimates fail
to reflect the remarkable innovations in
everything from healthcare o interned
services Lo video entertainment that have
made life better during these vears™
Likewise, Goosle DeepMind's AlphaFold
Protein Structure Datahase §s set o accel-
erate drug discovery while slashing the
cost of research. But once drugs come off
patent, thetr prices fall and thelr contriba-

Hem Lo measured GDP collapses,

podanization and probahly contributing to
wihat social psychologist Jonathan Hakdi
seed as an epidemic of mental liness among
yvoung people. Yel none of these negatives
show up in measured GDEF either,

For good or il — or merely as an cnabler
of ever more infense acro-sum competi-
hon — Al will have a pervasive and perhaps
transformative mpact on society. But
the hope that it will unleash a sustained
increase in measared produectivity and GDP

growth = probably a delusion,

Starmer switches UR’s focus from soft to hard power

iverting funds from aid

amd soll power (o pay

for hard mulifary power

k= alarming for a coun-

try like the UK. Today,

however, the winds
blowing from the east, the need to protect
Europe’s flank and the uncertainty of the

transatlantic alliance create a moment of
history that might upend Reir Starmer"s
premuiership into one that advocates for

tresns to et the UK and Europe to the table
b fegoliate peace with Visdimir Putin and
Donald Trump is what maght make or breals
Starmers premiership

[ am nod one to claim that the UK is
turming to hubris here, but Starmer and
the country feel they are being pushed
into an existential crisis It is an ally that
seems 1o be exerting maximum pressure,
which can only be mediated by opling lor
hard power pledges, even if this means a

the rebirth of hard power. Lturn and a returm to the old principle of
sinoe his election Last e spending more on ZUns
satrmeT, the UK has heen ii anvil bess on welfare and
pondering how and when development, which
Starmer would find his Slarmer secms has been increasingly
1|1:J.I_1-|:: 1“:]“:::”5:1 Fromm to have acted Tjt:“g::lil'::rﬂ:-lh the e of
a chuel prosecutor, or £ ar.
Lakbour Party comvenor 1[“[]11'1-'“3"} inan Starmer has shafted
and operator, toa leader effort to buy favor in an unusual way and
with a capital “1.” Some amnd inthuence with E.-L‘E!'I'I.El.l:l hmjﬂ'&tt{"d
TN theresdemtefthe  IXWMNyim
prime minister taking White House ence with the resident
charge of rebuilding the of the White House,

state machinery after 14 vears of chaotie
Conservative govermment and its palicy of
austerity. Or by making Britain's welfare
svatem more reliable, nvesting in the police
anil courts or even nding a magic formla
for growth, albelt without rejoining the:
EL's customs umon or reversing Brexil,

Baut no, it seems that, rightly or wrongly,
atvocating for hard power and Anding the

Eecognizing that the Aow of money mwst
goin ancther direction, the prime mindster
last week vowed to raise the UR's defense
gpending to 1.5 percent of gross domestic
product from 2027, up from the current
23 percent, with 3 percent as the eventual
targel, Initially, this funding increase
comes at the expense of the overseas

aid budget and, symbolically speaking,

MOHAMED CHEBARD

oaived Chabaro s o Beitish-
Labarasu pumalist with mors
han 5 years ol e s

covering war. Eronism, cefenss
current affalme s dplomaoy

For full version, iog on 1o
www . arabnews com/ opinkon

reorienis the British posture from a soft
power base Lo hard power.

It seems that, after his meeting with
Trump, Starmer has joined the fray, not
only showing a readiness o pul weapons
procurement ahead of development o
gain a seat at the table, but he surprised
everyone by also plaving the royal card in
the hope of boosting his credentials and
keeping the LS onside.

In his speech announcing the increase
im defense spending, Starmaer explained

any benefits, but he will also learn how
such a move is likely to define his legacy
as prime minister. For Starmer, this could
be: his “Falklands moment.” named for the
1952 war that earned Margare! Thatcher
her “Iron Lady™ title. Or it could be his
fraq War momcent, such as when Tony
Blair felt compelled o stand by US Presi-
dent George W, Bush when he decided to
attack Iraq and change its regime. That
resulted in Blairs popolarity declining at
home and abroac.

that, as the warld has The question is
changed and as threat ii simply whether
levels have increased, Starmer and the UK
=0 too has the need for The PM could will be able to transi-
mare up-to-date military become a victim tion to a wartime
capabilities and larger economy amnd cha
a‘l;;,__d Rz e of abandoning the dimmi,m ﬂfn:ﬁ.
Such an assessment, Uh's soft power and  notonly of the Labour
which has become a losing his country’s Party, but also of state
widely held prediction : and socicty. As the
since Russia invaded fllﬂ"llﬂ'ﬂﬂl‘ﬂﬂﬂ- lobal peopolitical
Ukraine and put the the world situation keoks to have
rubes-hased world order been transformed bn

al stale, might represent the moment that
Starmer abandoned parts of his election
manifesto. But this could be justiBable in
the interests of national defense and the
strateghc positloning of the UK, as well as
through growth as a resull of reigniting its
military manufacturing industry.

starmer will soom find out if diverting
money from aid to the military will vield

Lthe six weeks since Trump's inawgura-
tion, Starmer looks content (o bow to the
American president for now. But he could
become a victim of abandoning the UR's
soft power and losig his country’s fooling
across the world, as many vartables might
challenge Britain and also E17 countries in
their bid to rearm and meet Trumprs goal
of spending 5 percent of GDP on defense,
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The alliarce provides Arablan Drilling
with the necessary ramework to
establish a presence in global markets,

Ghassan Mirdad

Aralaan Lvdrg CEd)

H-:-ur El EI'-llrlH'l ﬂl:.'l:ll.-ll

Sandl-based Arablan
Drilling and the UAE-

headguartered Shell
Dirilling have entered

three globhal tenders as
part of their strategic

alliance to expand
International operations.

The paritnership, formalized
through a memorandoum of
understancding signed in early
February,
Aratnan Drillings fleet of s
alongside Shelfl Drnillings exten-
sivie expertise to  accelerate
glohal expansion and unbock
new market opportunities.

Talking to Arab News, Ghassan
Mirdad, CEQ of Arablan Drilling,
emphasized that the parther-
ship aligns with the companys
long-term ambitions o expand
beyond the Kingdom.

“When we go back in time to
when we were Hsted, part of our
siralegy was 1o grow outside of
Saudi Arabia; it was clearly the
mtentlon o grow In the land
market, nof the offshore” he
said. "However, with the suspen-
sion of rigs, we had to accel-
erate the expansion out of Saudi
Araksa”

The alliance provides Arablan
Drlling  wiath  the neces
sary framework to  establish
a presence in glohal markets
without having to build opseri-
Hons oo scratch. "And this
talliance) is the license to opserate
eviibsiche of Saudi ™ Mirdad added,

He [urther underscored the
increasing demand for offshore
drilling worldwide. "Today, |
can easily name on top of my
head four ar five countries that
are i desiresd nesd of offshoge
Jack-ups”

Mirdad noted that while
entering Lhese markets indepen-
diently woukd require significant
imvestment, parinering with an
international player like Shelf
Dirilling facilitates market access,
“With this alliance, automati-
cally we have the license o
operate i all of these ngs, we
have the local knowledse that
Shelf has, and it gives us access
b all the tenders” he sald,

Greg O'Bnen, CEQ of Shell
Drilling, confirmed that  the
alliance has  already  begun
execuling  its  objectives by
bidding for project proposals
across different resions.

“We have participated in three
different opportunities, We have
a longer st of target opporuni-
Hes.” O°Brien told Arab News.

He noted that while the
alliance s taking an aggressive
approach to exploring interna-
Honal prospects, the financial
impact of these tenders will
likely ot be seen unthl late 20025

or early 2006 doe (o the me

.'-il"-l'l{'-i [ [ .II"-'I‘I'._FI:I'

\rabian Drilling, Shelf Drilling bid for 3 tenders

INTERVIEW

Saudi, UAE drilling giants team
up to expedite global expansion
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The partnership seeks to leverage Arabian Drilling's fleet of rigs alongside Shelf Dirlling's axtensive expertise to acceblorate globad eapansion. Fil=

southeast Asin
holds great
opporiunities
as well,

TR ITETE R

a betler

required for rig mebilization
and contract execution.

As an international offshore
exiraction  contractor,  Shelf
Drilling operates in - multiple
regions and continuwes o seek
expansion opporiunities while
opLImizIng Cosls,

('Brien  highlighted  that
mainiaining operational
efficiency is a priovity, partic-
wlarly  In a4  compsetitve
market.

"W have 14 rigs night
now, all but one of
those are coniracted,
andd that one we expect
to have contracted
really soon, and we
see additlonal opgsor-

unities o deploy

newer, more capable rigs in
other markets where we have a
footprint like West Africa and
souiiveast Axla™ he said,

The alliance allows Shelf
Drilling to expand its capacity
without  sipnificant  capital
expendifure on new asscts,

“This alliance with Arabian
Dirilling gives us access to a few
adchitional rigs that we believe
we can deploy in the contract
opportunities and markets that
we know well without having to
buy other assets,” O'Brien stated

For Araban Dnlling, the
alliance is a critical step i its
broader international growth
HITAICEY.

The company, which operates
J6 rmgs, has three currently

suspended. O°Brien  explained
that these three rigs share
similarities  with  those used
by Shell Drilling, making their
international deployment more
seiimless.

By leveraging Shelf Dinlling's
established presence in key
markeis, Arabian Drilling can
re-enter the global scene more
efficienitly.

Opportunities and plans
soveral imtermational markets
present  promising  opportun
ties for new contracts, with Wesi
Afvica emerging as i key target
FEEon,

“India, sourtheast AsLa.
West Africa are markets we
Know  extremely  well, Wesd

s under new str liL‘glL alliance

Africa 15 a place that has a decemt
nmber of new projects that are
mcremental to existing activity
in that region, and it's not quite
as competitive,” O'Brien said.

“Southeast Asia holds gread
opportunities as well, but we see
a betler opporiunity margin in
Wiest Africa™ he added.

Mirclad acknoswledged that the
alliance™ inttal three rigs would
not be sufficient to meet the
erowing demand for offshore
drilling services,

“When we looked at the oppor-
tunities, we, as Arabian Dnlling,
looked at each other and realized
we don't have enough rigs” he
siic.

He indicated that the company
is actively constdering further
expansion. “The three rigs are
ot enoaagh, S, I'm very upha
to gving the markel some good
news in the short term,” Mirdad
said.

When ashed about plans for
additional rg deployment, he
explained that the alliance s a
long-term sirategic move rather
than a short-term fix,

HIGHLIGHTS

# The alliance is

taking an aggressive
approach to exploring
imternational prospeocts.

& The financial impact of
these tenders will be seen
wntil late 2029 or early 2026,

When ashed about the hnan-
cial mpact of the alliance,
Mirdad stated that Arabian Drill
ing's strong balance sheet allows
it to focus on growth rathe
than relving sodely on lnancial
maneuvers Lo expand,

“Our relations with the banks
are really good, so access to cash
5 not a problem for growth, bt
this is a great avemue for us and
shelf to grow and not o miss ol
on any international opportuni-
Bies ™ he sai,

O'Brien hoghlighted that the
alliance aligns with global trends
in the shallow-water drilling
market, particulardy as demand
for alfshore rigs remains strong.

"There are aboul 25 jack-ups
around the world; the Middie
East is the biggest market.
and Sauch Arabia 15 the largest
market for offshore shallow
water drilling, but there is stable
demand in other parts of the
warld ™ he saidd

Mirdad further explained that
new jack-up rigs are rarely bualt,
lcading to a gradual phasing
ot of oblder rigs and creating
a supply gap in the offshore
drilling market

“That means that vouwll have
clemamd but net enough  rigs

available” he added,
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GROWTH

Corporate lending pushes Saudi bank
loans past $800bn for the first time

Real estate activities continued to command the largest share of corporate loans: SAMA data

Dayan Abou Time Riyacdh

Sandl bank loans
surpassed the SR3 trillion
(R280L.6 billion) mark [or
the first time in January,
registering a 14.66 percent
year-on-year increase.

According to fiegures from the
saudl Central Bank, also known
a5 SAMA, this growth marks the
fastest expansion since October
2022 and is primarily driven by a
sUrge 1N busindess hinancing.

Corporate  loans grew 185
percent over the paslt  year,
outpacing the 105 percent rise
in petail lemding, As a resualt,
|:_'||||:l-|||':|1-|r Creclil oY 3ecoaanis
for 54.09 percent of total bank
lending, up from 52,34 percent
in 20024,

Among business sectors, real
estate  activities continued 1o
command the larpest share of
corparate loans, making up 2113
percent of total business lending
in January. Loans to this sector
surged 3057 percent year on
viear to SE34AG billion.

The strong demand for real
estate  financing with
the seclor's growing role in the
Sawdi economy.,

.-'l.-:'l'-|||'-|'|||r|_:.'. o [y  Génperal
Authonty lor Statistics,  real
gross domestic product from real
estate activities reached SRITG.08
billion in the fivst nine months
of 2024, accounting for around 7
percent of gross value added,

This marks an increase from
SRIF2 billion in the same period
last wyear, highlighting the
sectors expanding contribution
to economic output.

The wholesale and retail
irade [allowed.  with
credit lacithties lotahing SR204
billion, or 12.54 pereent of total
corporate  loans.  Meanwhile,
manufacturing accounted Ffor
1.7 percent, with loans rising io
SIS0 Billion,

While professional, scientific,
amd technical activitics hold a
smaller share ol wlal corporate
lending at 052 percenl, they
recorded the highest  anmoal

alligms

o L

erowih  rate, soaning 342
percent o SHS.38 hillkon.,
Similarly, education |oans

saw a 3317 percent increase to
SRE43 hillion, while financing
for financial amd insurance
activities grew 32,06 percent to
SHIAT.62 hilllon.

Heal estate boom

The real estate boom has been a
key driver of credit expansion,
fucled by population growth,
rapid urbanization, governmeni-
hacked initatives such as the
Sakani |‘|-|:|||.-.i||.].: program, and
large-scale  developments  like

NEOM, ROSHN, and Dhriyah
Lrate,

The surge in demand for
|1||1||.'-:|I||,: ancl COmmeeErTial

properties has led to increased
borrowing by developors and
imvestors looking to capitalize on
the sector’s momeniim

Whialegale ond
ratall trade
have benefited
from rising
Consumer
wpenciing, an
axpanding
rmikddle class,

and the ragid
growth af

H=CErFmErcE.

AT Rratock

whidesale  amd

N eanw hillee,
Fedail trade have benelited from

rising consumer spending, an
expanding middle class, and the
rapid growth of e-commerce,
which has drnven mvestment
in lomistics, supply chains, and
retaill infrastructure,
Government efforts to boost
lemmest]e manufaciunng i
redluce import dependency have
Also strengthened lending to the
industrial sector, particularly
in pharmaceuticals, automaotive
production, and food processing.
Incentives anicl gubsidies
have further aupported loeal

prodiuiciion,

The prolessional, scientific,
and techmical services sector
has seen robust credit srowth
as businesses and government
projects aceeberate digital trans-

formation amd infrastructare

=== L
won g i

development, increasing
demand for engineering, consul-
LATICY, and IT services
Similarly, the
sector has expenenced signih-
cant lending expansion, driven
by privale invesiment
in  schools, universities, and
yvocational training centers as
part of the Kingdom's push to
develop human capltal and align

worklorce skills with evolving

education

s Lo

Jh market demandds,

Financial and insurance activi-
tiex have also emerged as &
key growth area, with lending
surging due to the expansion of
fintech startups, digital banking,
and capital market activity,

The rise of vestment funds,

initial  public offerings. and
sukuk issuances has created
new  financing opporinmni-

ties, reflecting Sandi Arahias
ambition (o position lisell as a
regional hnancial hub,

Affordability challenges
The EKingdoms oommercial
real estate market is grappling
with affordability challenges
as strong demand and rapid
4"-|'r|-|1||1||i|:'
prices higher,
The risc In business activity,
forcizn investment, and large-
srale  infrastructure projecis
has  intensified  competitlion
foF prime commercial spaces,
particularty im  major wurban
centers ke Rivadh and Jeddah.
As Sawdi Arabla  contimues

L% | LTS BT ]II.I.'-iII

to position itsclf as a global
business huab, companies are
facing mounting pressure o
secure office and retail spaces al
rising costs.

Hecent data from the GASTAT
showed thal commercial real
estate prices rose 5 percent year-
on-year in the fourth quarter of
2024, driven primarily by a 5.2
PEFCETLE INChease i commercial
landd plol prices and a 5.1 g il
rise in bwlding costs,

The Real Estate Price Index, a
key measure of property price
movements, reconded an overall
346 percent annual increase in
the fourth quarier.

While residential real estate
had the largest impact on the
inclex clue Lo its higher weighting,
commercial real estate prices
gaw sharper increases in specific
subcatepories, highlighting
the growing cost burden on
businesses,

several factors are driving this
susfained rise in commercial real
estate prices, The hingdom's
Vision 20030 initiatives, focusing
on  economic  diversification
and attracting  multinational
corporations, have significanily
bosted demand for office spaces
and commercial landd

Saudi  Arabia's Regional
Headguarters Progrant,
destegned 1o encourage global
firms to estahlish regional offices
in  the country, has furthes
Fueled demand in Bey buasiness

distncts, particulany o Rivadh,

FAST
FACTS

& Corporate
loans grew
18.5 peroent
over the
past year,
outpacing
the 10.5
parcant

rige in retail
lemding.

& Corporate
cradit mow
accounts
for 54.09
parcant of
total bank
lending, up
from 52.34
percent in
2024,

& Loans

to the real
estate sector
surged 30.57
parcant year
on year to
BR343.6
Billicn

& Real GDP
from real
gatate
activities
reached
=R17E.18
billion in the
first nine
months of
2024,

Initiatives
such as
NEOM,
Dirivah Gate,
andl Qlddiya

have alsao

coniributed
to rising

property

valies.

e F il

where commercial real estate
prices jumped 10,2 pereent,

Inifiatives such as NEOM,
Dirivah Gate, and Qiddiva
have also contributed to rising
properly values as FTTETTNEREEN
position thoemeeivies
near these emerging cconomic
ZONES.

Al the same time, the supply
cll Prime nnvmercial el e
remains relatively constrained,
adding further pressure on
PriCes.

While the influx of interna-
tional busmesses has strength-
ened market dynamics, it has
also made affordability 2 prowing
concern, particalarly for small
and medium enterprises,

Despife these challenges,
Sauddi Arabia remains one of
the mepion's most  atiractive
commercial real estate markets,
supported by strong cconomic
growih, government incentives,

el D

and an  expanding business
I"I'll1'li:|.'!'.[|":I||.

However, emsuring that
commercial  spaces remain

accessibie to a broad rangse of
businesses may require podicy
sllustments, such as increasing
the supply ol office spaces,
revising zonming regulations, or
|r'I!'-e'|||||: i|1|'|‘||1i1.'-e'5-. Lok =abprpos
SMEs,

Asdemand for commercial real
estate rises, balancing srowth
with afTordahility will be erucial
i sustaining  the
eCONOMmIc moimentum

Kingtlom's
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Oman’s forelgn direct
Investment Inflows rose by
over 17.6 percent over the
past five years, reaching
26.6 billion Omani rials
($69.3 billion) by the

third guarter of 2024.

Az reported by the Oman News
Amency, this significant srowth
highlights the counirys success
in solidifying its position as a
key global mvestment huh, The
rise has been fueled by strateglc
initiatives, a conducive capital
envimonment, and advanced
infrastructure.

Thiz increase in Omans FIDNI
allgns with a global vise of 11
percent in FDI Hows in 2024,
which reached 3514 inlbon,
However, developing Asia saw a ¥
percent decline im its FI inflows,
according to the UN Conference
on Trade and Development.

According to the National
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This significant growth highlights the country's success In salldifying s position as a key global Investment hub, AFF

INVESTMENTS

FDI in Oman jumps
176% over 5 years

Gulf country attracts 569.3bn by third quarter of 2024

Center for Statistics and Infor-
matkon, the UK led the way with

investments totaling 136 billion
riads, Followed by the US with 5.2
billiom rials. The UAE contributed
2365 million riaks, while Kuwait
invested BELS million rialks. China
invested SITE million rals, and
Swilzerdand added 5519 million
rials.

atar’s mvestments in Coman
reached 4883 million rials by
the end of the third gquarter,
with  Bahrain  contributing
drae milion rials, Investments
fromn the Netherdands and India
amounted  to 3500 million
rids and 2860 millkon nals
respectvely.

Cman's Minister of Commeroe,
Inchistry, ancl [nvestment
Promotion ais bin Molamomed
Al-Yousel  highlighted  that
high-bevel directives almwed  at
improving  the capital climate
have played a key role in badlding
& promising economec future,

Ibtisam Ahmeed Said Al-Faroodi,

undersecretary at the Mingstry
of Commerce, Industry, and
Investment Promotion, stated
thial Oman's imvestimpent sector is
actively reviewing and evaluating
its investment policies, laws, and
inceniives.

Al-Faroali highlighted that the

NUMBER

1%

This increase in Omans FDI
aligns with a global fAsa of 11

percent in FDI flows in 2024,
which reached $1.4 trillion.

manufacturing sector abiracted
2.13 bilhon maks in FIN, Followed
by financial intermediation with
L36 billiom rials, and real estate
activities with 9651 million rials

The ministry has organized
investment opportunities

through the “Invest in Oman”
platform, showcasing 20 oppor-
mnifies In sectors such  as
tourism, real estile  develop-
ment, aviation, logistics, and
manufaciuring.

In 20024, the ministry promoted
Diman on the infermational stage
at 21 evenls, welcomed delega-
tions from 23 countries, hosted
right local promotional forums,
and targeted six G20 couniries
and four markets n collabora-
tion with the Oman Chamber of
Commeroe and [Indusiry.

Masser bin Ehalifs A-Rindl
CEQ of Invest in Oman, explained
that the “Invest Inm  Ooman®
lounge brings together govern-
ment  mstitntions under one
rocd, streamlining the nvestor
JourTeEy,

The lounge is designed to
attract  high-capital nvestors
i strategic sectiors amdd serves
as a digital gateway to promote
Cman's investment environment
and present new opportunities.

GOING DIGITAL

Abu Dhabi
Customs

hits 72%

pre-arrival

clearance

MNirmal Morayanan Hiyocoh

Abu Dhabi Cuostoms recorded
a 72 percent pre-arrival clear-
ance rate in 2004, marking
a significant increase as  the
emirate  accelerates  digital

transformation and streamlines
trade operations.

The figure represents a sharp
rise [rom 47 percentl in 2002,
reflecting a 53 percenl annual
growth rate, according o the
LIAE's state news agency WANRM.

The surge underscores efforts
to  enhance digital customs
processes, integrate advanoed
technologies, amd  optimize
chEarance systems,

Pre-armval  clearance for
outbound shipments accounted
for &% percent of total exit
declarations in 2024, up from
67 percent a vear earlier, while
inbound shipments made up 60
percent of entry declarations,
compared with 31 percent in
2023, Abu Dhabi Customs has

also auntomated the issuance of
entry and exit customs certifi-
cates to expedite processing.

Pre-arrival customs  clear-
ance, avallable through smar
platforms like the Abu Dhabi
Governmenl Services Phitform,
or TAMM, and the Advanced
Trade amd Logistics Platform,
or ATLP, enables imporiers,
exporters, and their represen-
latives o complete  cusioms
procedures before goods reach
customs centers. This process
includes  submitting  declara-
tons, paying duties, meeting
regulatory  requirements, il
applicable, and finalizing proce-
dures in advance, streamlining
pperations anl mproving
efficiency,

Freight clearance and shipping
companies kave benchited from
elecironic  integration  with
reFilatory entithes amd service-
evel apreements with key stake-
holders, reducing itransaction
LTI,

In Aupgust, Abu Dhabi Customs
reported that the average time
for customs clearance transac-
tions in the first half of 2024 was
13.86 minutes, down from 1547
minites in the same period of
2023

In December, the General
Administration of Abu  [Mhabi
Customs launched its 200242028
strategic Plan, focused on facili-
fating secure and legitimate
trade through advanced Innova-
tioas and digital technologies,

Bi>Briefs
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Expansion

China’s February
manufacturing

activity grows

Chinas manufacturing
activity returmed 1o

exXpansion in Febriary, an
official factory survey showed,
inedbeating that stiomles mves-
sures wre helping shore up a
palchy recovery.

The official Purchasing Man-
agers” Index wasg 50.2 in Fehru-
ary, a three-month high, com-
pared to #00 in January aned
above the 50-mark separating
growih from contraction.

China's $18 trillion economy
hit the government s growih
target of "around 5 percent”™
in 2024 thoogh in an uneven
manner, with expaorts and
inclustrial outpant far oulpacing
refall sakes. Reuters

Trade

S, horea cxports
edge up agalnst
expectations

south Rorex's exports
harely grew in Febrsary,
muissing marke! expectations,
with demand in key markets
hurt amibd a global trade war
triggered by US tarifls.

Outbound shipments stosod
at 552,60 hilhon, up 1 per
cent from a yvear earlier, data
siwwecl

The return to growth,
after falling 1n January
for the fArst time in 16 months
with a decline of 12 percent,
was due to the timing
difference in the Lunar
New Year holidays. Onoa
waorking dayv-adinsted basis,
exports fell 5.9 percent in
February, Reuters

Chart of

THE DAY

The global revenws In the
"Matural Coametics™ segment
of the beauty and porsonal
care market ks forecast to
continuously iIncrease
beatwesn 2028 and 2027
PoEne: Sratistn

REVENLE OF NATURAL

COSMETICS MARKET
| b e 215
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Leaders Look Within

BRENT POHLMAN

In “Leaders Look Within "
Brent Pohlman shows you

guide includes management
habits and practical lessons

how to achlave tha you can apply to change
business role you — your work and

dream of by foousing personal e,

onhow tobea [ Eﬂs This boak will

good leader, says A L : convince you that the
e e p-ul:rliu:hud N anly way to lead is by
goodreads. com having the courage to
His inspirational do 50 from the heart.
Rating Metal

S& P dovwngrades Bussia’s Rusal
France's cconomic | setfo lannch
outlook scamndinm plant
Hatings agency 5%&1" main- Hussian aluminum producer

tained Frances “AA-" credit
seope bul revised down Hs
eoonomic outlook following
pressure on the public inances
and political strife over the
counirys budget.

That downgrade from stable
to negative opens e door Lo
a future demotion of France’s
savercign debi rating froom its
current high-quality status.

S&F wamed that the "weals
political consensus for tackling
France's large underlving bud-
gel deficits” was reflected in s
revised outlook.

S&F also revised ibs growth
forecast for 20055 down to OB
percent from 1 percent. AFP

Fusal saddd i ks setting up a

L5 tonne-a-vear production
fzcility or the mre-carth metal
scandium, with the capacity to
increase to 18 metric tonnes a
yvear. Investneent in the project

will armouint to 500 million
ruhles (£5.73 million), Rusal saicd
in a statcment. Production wall
stari this vear at its Bogoslovsky
Aluminium Pland, located near
the Urals Mountains.

Scandiunm is used as an
alloying agent with alurmi-
num, providing allevs with
sapch qualities as 10-15 percent
weipht reduction, higher
strength and resistance to ther-
mal shock. Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Hiyvadh Air is more than just an
atrline; it is 4 sateway o new
opportunities for travelers from

the Kingdom and bevond,

Ardam Boukmdicdy

s A, el Ninons2al eMicas

SAMI, the nabomal delense
amd securilty champion, a
PFIF company, successfully

concluded its participation as
the Platinum Sponsor of the first
Acrospace Connect Forem, held
in Jeddah from Feb. 24-25.

Under the patronage of Bandar
hin Iharahim Al-Khorayel,
minister of industry and mineral
resources, organized by the
Industrial Center and co-hosted
by the General Authority of
Civil Aviation, the forum was
successiul I driving  mnova-
tomn, promoting the localization
of acrospace technologies in
alignment with Vision 20060 and
creating an ideal platform for
international collaboration and
investment.

The forum was (naupieated

by  Abdulaziz bin Abdullah
Al-Duumbe), president of the
General  Authonty  of  Civil

Aviation, and Khalil bin Ihrahim
hin Salamah, deputy minkster of
industry and mineral resources
for industrial affairs, who also
visited the SAMI pavilion,

Az a Platinum Sponsor, SAMIs
presence at the forim was partic:
ularly significant, showcasing its
key division, SAMI Aerospace,
through s subsidiarses, SAMI
Al=alam  Aerospace  Indistries,
SAMI Figeac, SAMI Acrospace

Ol

FRESS RELEASES
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The forum was lnaugwrated by
Abdulaziz bin Abdullnh Al=Duwalbs|,

preskdent of the Gonernl Authority
af Civll Aviatian, und Khalll BiR

ibruhim bin Salamah, deputy
minister of Indwstry and minerad
resaurces for Industrial affalrs.

Mechanics and SAMI AEC.

=mAMI Figeac presented its latest
|HI'III'||'iI|i|::lI'|!'i 'I|:I Hl 1] I.'lil_l-ill:'l' I'lIIII1IIl::|'
ments, ncluding metal pars wsed
in aircraft parts, Aoor beams,

LOCAL FOCUS

wing ribe, and Tailcone panels.

Additlonallv, ihe F-155A
pvions, designed for mounting
external cguipment such as fuel
tanks benecath aircrafi wings,
wiere showcasedl These pyvlons
are manufactured at  SAMI
Alsalam Acrospace Industries'
Facilities.

EXPerts froem across SAMI %
civisions paricipated m a
pane] discussion titled " Trends,

. -\.,.H-

Challenges and Best Fractices fo
Ensuring Aircraf Rellability and
Safely.” where they discussed the
company's continuous cffort=
o enhance local acrospace
manulacturing capabilities and
ilentithed  opporfunities  for
erowth within the sector.,

Al the close of the first day,
Salamah alongside SAMI CEOQ
Thatmier AdM chid and the acooin-
panying delegation, toured the

SAMI was Platinum Sponsor
of the First Aerospace
Connect Forum

SAMI Aerospace Mechanics and
RANMI Aero Manule-
turtng facilities,

The visit provided an oppor
funity 1o AssEEs ProEress, TOView
aovanced manulactunng technol-
ogies, and explore the Kingdom's
growing indusirial capabalities
in aerospace, reinforcing the
commitment 1o localizing S50
peerceinnl of Saudl Arabia’s mililary
speenading byt 206G,

Figea

GUESTS AND EMPLOYEES

Riyadh Air, IBM to build
Al-driven enterprise to
elevate experience

[BM anmounced a1 pew A ETe-
ment with Rivadh Air, which
will integrate watsonx, IBEM's
portfoho of Al produacts, and
[BM Consulting Al solutions Lo
establish an enterprise-wide Al
capability to elevate RHivadh Afr
guest and employes eXperences.

Az Wivadh Alr prepares for s
inaugural flights in late 2025, the
new Saudi Arabdan airdine sects
another key building block of its
jowrney in redefining air travel
as the world's first digital native
CHTTIET

The announcement ook
place at the third edition of
The FII PRICGRITY Miami 20025
sSummit, where scnior execu
tives from both 1BEM and Rivadh
Air, Including Adam  Bouka-
dida, Rivadh Alr chiel financlial
ofhcer, and Mohamad Al, SYVP
amd head of IBM Consulting,
reaffirmed thelr commitment
to driving Innovation in the
aviatton sector.

Building a world-class airline
requires more than just airerah
and Infrastractore: 1 demands
an inteligent dygntal Toundation

thal .j||.l_|-:':i;:-.|ir'5-: [ P i B L] |:-_
streambhines  operations, and
empowers cmplovees, Rivadh
Air s embracing this challenge
by making Al the driving force
Behind g iransformation

“Hivadh Air is more than just
an airline: it I8 a gateway to
new appeortinities for Iravelers
from the Kingdom amd bevond.”
sabd Boukadida. "As we move
closer to our first Aight later in
2025, our vision Is to deliver
a seamiless, world-class raved
experience by expanding our
reach, PHONeCTng Inmova-
tons, amd redefining industry
stamlards. By deepening our
collaboration with IBM. we arc
harnessing the power of Al from
intellipent  custormer  Interac-
Hons o optimized Night opera-
tions, o sel a new benchmark
for the future of aviation.”

This asrecment aims to
strengihen Riyadh Air's position
a5 a truly digltal-native alrline,
ukhing on IBM's Al-dnven
products and solutions together
with TBEM Consulting as s Jead

svslems integrator,

TRANSFORMING MOTORSPORT

Jaguar TCS Racing showcases
cutting-edge technology

Tala [_‘||r|:-5|_|I.;||;|-:':|.' NOTVICES, a8
global leader m IT services,
consuliing, and business
sclutions, highlizhted the pivotal
raleé of advanced technology in
Inguar TCS Racing™ |_|:|:rl||'i;r:|--
tion at the 2025 Jleddah E-Prix,
romds three and Four in season 1
of the ADB FIA Formila E World
Champioteship, The event demon-
strated how diFital enginecring,
data analytics, simulation, and
electric . wvehicle technology
are  translorming molorspor

and accelerating the futore of

modbality.

The Jeddah E-Prix provided a
crucial testing groand for innova-
tions with significant potential for
race-to-road technolory transfer,
leading to smarter, cleaner, andd
micire effickent mobility sobhatbons.

Presudenlt & Regonil Head,
Middle East, Africa, and Mediter
rancan TCS Sumanta Roy said:
“Our collaboration with Jaguar
TCS Racing continues 1o recdefine
performance standands in electric
mcdorspart, while aligning with
:|h-:|!|::-.r|'].' eftorts 1o [oster clean

enerey. technotogical imnovation,

anl ststaimable mability
solutions.”

I'cs' digital twin technology
plaved a crucial role in optimidzing
setup and energy efficiency of the
Iazuar I-TYPE 7.

Jaguar TCS Racing leveraged
TCS Virtual Vehicde Validation
Model (V3ML a4 mathematical
madke] which instructs the digital
twin of the Iaguar I-TYPE ¥ on
how to navigate a track based
of various inputs,  The VIM
enables  Jaguar TOS5  Racing
run continoous simolations in
e virtial world and capidly

and robustly validate changes

o developmental software 1n
digital twin models. This saves
cnginecrs critical time, allowing
for contmuous adaplation and
performance gains, even up to the
Last moment, which is crecial for
maximizing race performance o
yrhan circulis ke Jeddah,

Dati-driven insighis discovered
through simulation can inform
CACTEY management strategies,
optimal vehicle set ups and future
car development, Data 'rom the
Jaguar TCS Racing simulator
helps the team replicate race
weckend conditions and dentily
strategic tweaks,

Corporate
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Sharing expertise

Dubai authorities
to regulate use
of drone use

The Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority and the Islamic Af-
fairs and Charitable Activities
Department lave signed a
memorandum of understancd-
g o strengthen their eTors
with the aim of regulating
drone eperations to ensure
the safety of Dubai's airspace.

Thiz Mol] supports the
ernirate’s gaal of Toster-
ing greater cooperation to
enhance services by sharing
expertse for the common
o,

The Mol! was signed by
Mohammed Abdulla Len-
gawl, director general of the
FEC AN, andd Ahimed Darwish
Al Muhairi, director general
of the LACAD, in the pres
ence of senjor officials from
hath entlibes.

Show appreclation
Mark Mother's
Day with gifts
from Dyson

As Mother's Day approaches,
it's the perfect opportunity
to show appreciation for the
mexther Bgure in your life with
Dvson's range of innoyvative
gifts desisned to sult every
WOETAN'S |:'I!'L"I:|!'i.

Meothing sayvs "I appreci-
ate: vou" quite fike the gt of
effortless styling without heat
damage. The Dyson Alrwrap in
the speecial-edition Red Velved
anel Goldd codorway combines
velvel lextures and ceramic
finishes, creating a signature
richness and ssturabion e
as deficious as i1 soundds. This
globally awarded multi-styler
and dryver features Bluctooth
technodoey resulting in effort-
less styling and healthy-look-

inwg hair with every use,

Stay alert
Kaspersky warns
of scams ahead
of the Oscars

A= excitement butlds for the
upcoming Academy Awards
CEEmony, Hi'l:'r]"l'l':l"il:li:l-' A Y gL
wilrti that ¢vbercriminals ane
seizing the opportunity to
cxpioit eager movic fans with
frandulent streaming scams.
Drsguised as free streaming
offers for Oscar-norminated
movies, these scams are die-
sigmed 1o lure users into click-
g links that redinect theamn 1O
=Ciam pages capable of stealing
porscnal and Anancial data,
potentially leading to sig-
nificant financial losses, The
SCIT Operiles with a Simpde
hait: Attackers promise [ree
aceess to critically acclaimed
meovics nominated for this
year's Academy Awards



Bpinmor Varun Chakravarthy retusned
figures of 5-42 as India boat Kiwls by 44
runs In ICC Champlons Trophy In Dubal.
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DEAMATIC WIN

Welbeck sinks Newcastle as
Brighton reach FA Cup quarters

The Seagulls have never lifted the Challenge Cup and last reached the final in 1985

AFP Hewcanlle

Danny Welbeck sent
Brighton into the FA Cup
gquarterfinals as his extra-
time sirike clinched a
dramatic 2-1 win against
Newcastle in a stormy
clash scarred by red cards
lor both teams,

Alexander Isaks penalty pud
Neweasile abewd I dhe fifih-
rocend tie at 54, James' Park.

Former Newcastle  winger
Yankitha  Minfeh  egquabized

belore the break, setting the stage
for an explosive second half,

Neweastle forward  Anthony
Gordon was sent off for violent
conduct in the Bl minute afier
shoving Brightons Jan Paul van
Hecks in the head.

Hrichion were also reduoced
to 1 men late in the second
hallf when Targ Lampley was
dismissed for a second booking.

Fahian Hurzeler's side emerged
victorlons thanks o Welbee ks
sirike in the closing stages of
extra ime,

Brizhton have never lifted the
FA Cap and kast reached the Anal
i 1983 when they Jost in a replay
against Manchester United. The
Seagulls have won five successive
malches since thelr 70 thrashing
at Nottingham Forest,

They are through 1o the
quarterfinaks for the second time
in three seasons after winning
ai Si. Jamex” Park for the secondd
fimie: Lhis season

It was a bhitter hlow for
Newcastle, who haven’t won a
domestic trophy since landing
the 1855 FA Cup, while their |ast
major trophy was the 196% Inter-
Cities Fairs Cup

Unless  Mewceastle  appeal
aainet  Gordons  three-match
ban, they will be withouf one of
their key playvers for the League
Cup final against Premier League
leaclers Liverpaosal ai Wembley omn
Aarch I6.

Newcastle made a  vibrant
sftart as Harvey Barmes lofted a
pin-paoint cross o the Gar post,
where Isak blazed over from

Brighton's Danny Welbeok scores thoir second goal agninst Newcastle United during their FA Cup match in Newcastie on Sunday. S=ub=rs

close-range after his indbal efTort
wits blocked by Adam Webster

Isak tested Brighton keeper
Bart Yerbrugeen with a long
range drive before Newcastle
tosinke the besad n the 220 minute,

Minteh conceded a penalty with
hi= rash challenge on Tino Livra-
mento. Isak confsdently lashed the
spaod. Kack info the top cormer,

It was Isak's 22nd goal in all
competitions this scason and the
sweden striler had the ball in the
net again with a ferocious blast,
only lor an offside fag to curtail
his celebrabons.

Newcastle looked in compleie
command when Anthony CGordons
cut  imside for a curder that

HIGHLIGHTS

® Newcastie forward Anthomny
G@ordon was sent off for violent
conduct in the 83rd minute
after shoving Brighton's Jan
Paul van Hecke in the head.

= Brighton were also reduced
te 10 men late in the second
half when Tariq Lamptey

was dlsmissed for a second
booking,

® Fabian Hurzeler's side
aemearged victorlous thanks to

Wealbeck's strike in the closing
stages of axtra-time.

CRICKET

Verbrugepen saved at full streich.

Bul Brghlon smitched an
eoualizer against the min of play
in the $4th minute.

Joao Pedro's superh pass piched
it Minteh inside the area and
the Gambsian® shaot took a dellec-
tion as it flashed past Newcastle
keeper Martin Dubravia.

It was o sweed moment [or
Minteh, who jpined Brighton
from Mewcastle last year m a L350
muilioe {337 million) deal.

Gordon saw red with seven
munites lell in normal tine, the
England =star lashing out at Van
Heckre os they challenged for the
ball after play was stopped for
offsiche against 1aak,

Fordon

Lamptey  followed

down the tunmel in stoppage-
time after the Brighton defend-
cr's rash foul on Jacob Murphy.

Fabian Schar thought he had
villeved Newcasiles winner in
stoppage-time, but the defender
was nded offside afler a VAR
check,

Brighton came on strong in
cxtra time. Dubravka made a fine
stop to keep out Diego Gomez's
rocket from the edge of the area.

Wewcasitle had  wilted ancd
Welheck won i For the Seagulls
in the 1lth munute, mcing onto
solly March’s defense-splhitting
pass and clipping his shot over
bravk

India set up ICC Champions Trophy clash with Australia

AFP Duibal

Spinner  Varun  Chakravarthy
returned figures of 5-42 as India
beat New Zealand by 4§ runs on
sunclay to set up a semifinal clash
with Australia in the Champions
Tropdy.

India won all three of thele
group matches o lop Groap A
anc will play the frst semifinal of
the S0-over toumament in Duhai
on Tuesday.

New Zealand will take on Group
B winners South Africa in Lahore
on Wednesday.

Truckin ale
their matches at  the

plaving all
Dherhad

iretien won all throe of thalr groug matchas to top Groug A In the contest, AF

Infernational Stachium aller they
relused to tour hosts Pakstan dae
to security reasons.

Australia and South Africa had
to travel to Dubai from Pakistan
despite not knowing if they would
b playing there, as Imdia were
tedd ahesd of the tomrnmament they

woubld play the first semifinal i

they gualihed no matter where
they fimished in the group.

sotth Africa will now have to
flv back to Pakistan ahead of thedr
meeting with New Zealand,

shireyas Ivers 70 and a late 45
by Hardik Pandya steered India
o 249-9 after betng nvited 1o
Exad firsd.,

Mew Zealand pace bowler Mati

Henry stood ol with figures of

a-42 from his cight overs.

Chakravarthy took his firsi
DD five-wicket haul in just his
second maich as India bowled
ottt MNew Zealand for 205 in 453
overs despite & valiant 81 by Eane
William=son,

Willkamson  survived  fwo
dropped catches on 17 and GR
m his 120-ball knock before he
finally fell, stumped off Axar
Patel

New  FZealand  lost Rachin
Ravindra early as Patel took
a superh catch o dismiss the

opereeT for six

N
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Golf
Dylan Naidoo
wins SA Open
playolT

Johamneshurg-borm Dyvlan
Narioo won his frst Eamo-
pean Towr event on Sumday
witlha birdie ot Uhee first boole of
a south Afncan Open plavofl
against Englishman Laurie
Canter,

While the final roamid a
Durhan Country Club was
abancloned due to raimn, play
wis possible on the 18th hole,
setting up a title showdown
between the joint cvernight
leacders.

Both drove to the edee of
the green an the short par
Fiatar. Naichoo then produced a
supser by chip to set up a budse
puitt, wiich he holed. AFP

Boxing
Davis and

Roach fight to
majority draw

Gervonta Davis was belng
hooedl, the record croswed that
canmes (o cheer the popular
champaon not approving of
his excuse,

“Tank™ had gone to a knee
durimg thee mddie of a round
and then gol brief assistance
From his cormer — basically
taken a imeout - bocanse
errease after petting his hair
done this woeck had gotten
inito his eye, he explained.

Lameont Boach wasn't bay-
g i, elther. AP

Tennis

Tomas Machac
secures his first
career title

Eighit h-seeded Tomas Machac
defeated Alejandro Davidow-
b Fodkina 7-6 60, 62 towin
the: Mexbean Open For his first
ATP tithe

The 24-vear-old Machac be-
cammse thee third Czech to win
an ATP 500 tournament since
the crtegory starbed i 20009,

Joining Hn Lehecka (20004

Adelade, 20025 Brishane) and
Kirl Vesely 2005 Auckland,
20 Pune)

The win propels Machac
into the top 20 n the men's
rankings for the first time,
Fie is the first Ceech plaver (o
oo b mnce Tomas Berdych
im June 20E. Machac lost his
previous fAnal at Geneva o
Casper Ruwd kst vear. AP

Follaw Arub News
Brinfs all through the
day hrabMows
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Thae late One Directicn alum Llsm
Fayne was honored with o haartfelt
tribute ot the Brit Awards. ‘He
achleved so much In the short

time thot ha was an this Earth and
wis not only 4 supremaly gifted
muslclan, but an incradibly kind
saul,’ sald host Jack Whitahall,

TheSix

Coffee tips

Elevate vour coffee experience
at hoine this Ramadan with tips
froan Kl Thomjson, co-owier

of Dualai’s RAW Coffee Company.

15 7s
J"r'l

-
Flavored coffee

Cardamdam, CImnamon, or
saffron can add depth and
wartmth to your brew, Sioply
sprinkle your chosen spice
into your coffee grounds
bsefore brewing:

L
Cold brews

Rocket Fael is a great hlemd
ko for its bold Aavors
and refreshing taste. Unlike
trachitional hot brewing methods,
cobd hirew i stesped over
e, resuling o a low-acid,
full-bodied coffee,

Instant brewing

Ready HAW is a simple pour-over
paasch that allesws you to beew
fresh colfee wath just ol waler

e—

Simplified brewing

sSpecial tools are designed
to optimize water flow and
extraction, giving yvou a balanced
and full-flavored cup with
munimal effort. HOOPS s an
excellent option.

—

'

Freshly ground colTee

For thiose who love the ritual of
grincking lresh coffee beans, the
Life X grincler, desagned by Italian
brand Ceado, is a game-changer.

Sustainable sipping

Farmadan is a time of
milncfulness — opting for
ethically sourced beans
supports responsible farming
practices and ensures [air wages
for produoers,
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Britiah pop star Jade Thivwall, wha has Yemenl and Egyptian heritoge on her mothor's side, was named Best Pap Act at the BRIT Awarda 2028 G0ty rragas

CLO
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Jade Thirlwall wins
first solo BRIT Award

Arab Mews Dobo!

English pop star Jade
Thirtwall, who has Egyptian
and Yemenld ancesiry on her
mother's side, was named
Best Pop Act at the BRIT
Awanrds 2025

The last member of girl group
Little Mix io launch a solo
career, Thirbwakl was born bo an
English father and has Egyvplian
and Yemeni ancestry on her
modher s side.

Accepting her award ar Londons
02 Arena on Saturday night, the
singer got emotsomal, saying, "Oh
my God, what?] This s my first
sl HRI'T Award. Oh my God! |
cam’l ¢y becanse ['ve got to sing
later bast I did do a litthe piece of
paper incase [ won, [ know it's
Cringel’

INTERVIEW

[hirlwall — who wore a baby
hlue Regency-esque SowT
deslgned by Glenn Martens fior
Dpesel — envibed het acceplance
speech with a shoutont to her
formier Little Mix bandmates.
“And finally, of course, my Little
Alix agsters. 1 love you so maech. 1
el lseve ths awsared withoend
them and they changed my Life.
I'm &6 grateful”

Thirtwall took

to the stage ot
London's 02

Arara to perferm
b okt top

10 single, Aogal
of My Dreams.’
Getty Imapas

she bater took to the stage to
perform her debat top 10 single,
“Angel Of My Dreams,”

CHf her Arab heritage, Thirlsall
hadd said 1m a previous iInterview
with BBC, "My grunddad was a
Muslim from Yemen. He settled
i South Shields and mearried my
Eranmy, whio was EEvrbam — bl
I nerwer met her because she died
when my mam was four”

[n 2022 the singer did a Q&A
gession on her Instagram Storses,
where she further talked aboad
her Arab hentage. *1 love cooking
Yemeni food, discovering Yemeni
artists and creatives, and [ will
be continuing to learn Aralic on
foar™ she said,

I a more recent interview with
Bang Showhiz, the 32-vear-old
singer talked about canced culture
ancl her =uppor for Palestine,

Sher saick: "Canced culture =
thriving now. When you're in the
pubdic eye, it's quite scary. I've
abways been quite vocal, and I'm
ol always poing o get it right
Bl you cam'l be a pop ariast mghi
novw without speaking out about
certain things.

“I have been warned there coukd
be consequences for speaking out
about things like Palestine, but
these are basic human rights”

HAMADAN

Harrods
collaborales
with Saudi
calligrapher

Arab Mews DiLbo

London’s luxury department
store Harmods has collaborated
with Sauch calligrapher Mavwadah
Muhtasib for its Ramadan and Eid
Campsigm,

This is the third year in a row
that Harmods has collabsorated
with an Arab calligrapher,

Muhitasib is known for her
Arahic calligraphy, using
Muthana {mirror writing) and
reverse scripl. Her work moderm
izes iraditional calligraphy while
keeping 1t original essemce,

For this callaboration, Muhtasib
created two bespoke artwork
picces that blend Islamic floral
muHils with her distinctive stvle.

The first, featuring the message
“Ramuadkan Rareem”™ bs el
against a deep-blue backdrop,
reflecting the spiritual ambience
of Ramadan.

The second desgen, adorned
with “Eixd Mubarak,” embraces

il
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Mowndah Muhtaslb

2 vibrant pink palette, symbnl-
izing the joy and festivity of Eid
celehrations

“I am thrilled to collaborate
with Harrods to mark Ramadan
and Eid this year” Muhtasib
qakl n & reteased datement.
"Arabic calligraphy holds a
profound power beyvond artistio
beauty — it is a true reflection of
heritage, culiure and design that
transcenids all generathons.

“For Lhis colleciion, I was
important for me to capiure the
harmony between Lthe elegance
of Arabdc script and the beauty
of nature. The foral ilustrma-
tboms of the desiegn showease the
versatility of Arabic callizraphy,
affirming its place In the world of
baxuiry s design,” she said,

Muhta=ib's creations will be
showcased throonzhout Hamods'
Ramadan and Eid campaizn,
including thelr in-store displays,
digital greetings, social content
anid in the iconic Knightshridee
Food halls.

Lina Ghotmeh to redesign British Musewm’s Western Range Galleries

Rebecoa Anne Prootor Dubo

Lehanese-hedmed architecire
firm Lina Ghotmeh — Archilec
ture will redesign the British
Museum’s Western Range
galleries,

The Pans-based firm, loumnded
by Bemut-bomm Ghotmeh, will
transform the musewm's historc
galleries that howse some of the
workd™s greatest anthgiuities. The
competiton for the project ran
for nine months and attracted
more Than G0 fesmes

Crivotme=h's vision for Lhe

redesign for the gallerics
resofnaied with the judees
due o 5ts archeological approach
to the architectural design in
wihat the musewm is calling “ome
of the biggest cultural renovia-
Hions unsdertiken .|||:|.'1.'|.'|||.'|'-e' in
Ehe ol

In 20423, she designed the
Serpentine Pavilion London,
raking her the second female
archibtect to do so after Zaha
Haclicl. She has also been
commmissioned to design a
COI e O G5 imniseum m

Al a, Sauch Arahias ancewenl
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Rendorings of the propasad
denlgn by LG - &, Soppeed

desert region in the north-
western part of the country,
among other international
projects.

Winning the project save her
“a feeling of sharing, of collec-
EEWE vy, il |"-:]||'-:':-::-.ir:-|:| ||r'-|||'|=]|
humanity' thal anses from the
connectons amnd emotions these
momenis evole,” Ghotmeh todd
Arab News. While prestigious,
the redestpn will be challenging.
The Western Galleries, which
comprise a third of the muscum’s
overall gallery space, total 15,650
scpeare meters. The cofnplex

arca includes the original [850=
buildings that were designed by
Robert Smirke and later additions
that need to be renovaled to meet
present building standands.

“Each project, for me, isa
historical, matertal, and creative
Journey — like “archeology of the
future,™ the architec! said.

“1 am thrilled to desien with
3 deep understanding of this
mseum — s history, the possi-
Blities of what a 2ist-century
musecum could be, the collection,
1[5 ProveTance, anie] Uhe sdordes il
sdpodd tell”



