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PUPILS FILL a street in Jerusalem as a van containing the remains of slain hostage Shlomo
Mantzur passes by, en route to Kibbutz Kissufim where his funeral took place, yesterday.
(Marc Israel Sellem/The Jerusalem Post)

Nation salutes slain hostage
Shlomo Mantzur to burial

» Jerusalem Post Staff

Crowds lined the streets of
Rishon Lezion on Sunday,
accompanying slain hostage
Shlomo Mantzur on his final
journey.

People also gathered in Jeru-
salem to accompany Mantzur's
family to the funeral, which
took place in Kibbutz Kissufim.

Mantzur, who was born in
1938 in Irag and joined the kib-
butz as a teen, was the oldest
hostage held in Hamas captiv-
ity. His body was returned to
Israel in February.

President Isaac Herzog offered
his condolences and expressed
grief at the loss of Mantzur. He
asked Mantzur for forgiveness,
speaking as “a servant of the
Israeli public, representing the
entire State of Israel.”

“I ask you, Shlomo, for for-
giveness,” Herzog said. “For-
giveness for our failure to pro-
tect you in the very place that

was meant to be your fortress.
Forgiveness from vyou, from
your family, from the members
of Kissufim, and from all the
residents of the Western Negev
- for not saving you on that
bitter, terrible day.”

Addressing the recent testi-
mony stories of those who were
freed from Hamas captivity,
Herzog called for the release of
all the hostages still held by the
terror group.

“The testimonies of the hos-
tages who have returned - har-
rowing, searing testimonies -
make clear just how dire their
humanitarian plight is. How
their lives are in danger. How
time is pressing and demands
urgent action,” Herzog stated.

He added that until all the
hostages are returned, “The
Jewish people will not be
whole. The State of Israel will
not be whole.”

“May the memory of beloved
Shlomo, and of all those who

fell and were murdered on
October 7 and throughout this
war, be blessed and forever held
in our hearts,” he said.

Mantzur's sister, Hadassah
Lazar, spoke at the funeral,
expressing that she was “deeply
moved” by all those attending.

“It is very heartwarming to
see so many people here. Our
hearts are shattered, and we
are emotionally overwhelmed.
At the very least, they brought
him back, and he is being laid
to rest. It is deeply moving to
see so many come to pay their
final respects.”

Hamas terrorists murdered
Mantzur on October 7, 2023,
and held his body until it was
released in phase one of the
ceasefire deal last month.

Mantzur “was much more
than a community member to
us — he was a father, a grandfa-
ther, a true friend, and a beat-

ing heart of Kissufim,” said the
kibbutz.
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Fighting to resume "within
days’ if hostages not freed

Israel, mediators cast hope on Witkoff framework

* By AMICHAI STEIN

Israel is giving Hamas a few
days to reach an agreement
on the release of addition-
al hostages, officials told The
Jerusalem Post on Sunday. “We
are willing to give a chance of
a few days, but we won't let
it drag on indefinitely. If we
see that the negotiations are
not being conducted in good
faith, we will return to fight-
ing in Gaza,” they said.

On Saturday, a four-hour
meeting was held with Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu and was attended
by senior security officials,
the negotiation team led by
Coordinator for the Hostages
and the Missing Brig.-Gen.
(res.) Gal Hirsch, representa-
tives from the Shin Bet (Israel
Security Agency), and several
ministers, including Defense
Minister Israel Katz, Strategic
Affairs Minister Ron Dermer,
Foreign Minister Gideon
Sa'ar, and Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich.

At the end of the meeting,
it was decided to adopt the
plan proposed by US Mid-
dle East envoy 5Steve Witkoff,
which stipulates that Israel
will agree to a 42-day cease-
fire, during which, on the
first day, half of the living
hostages will be released and
half of the bodies of the hos-
tages held by Hamas will be
returned, and on the final
day, the second group of hos-
tages will be released and the
remaining hostages’ bodies

will be returned.

In Israel, it was made clear
that the negotiations will not
be allowed to “drag on for-
ever.”

“If Hamas thinks it can
extend the ceasefire or take
advantage of the terms of
phase one without releasing
hostages, they are terribly
mistaken,” said the prime
minister at the start of the
cabinet meeting.

A senior Hamas official said
on Sunday that Hamas will
not agree to extend the first
phase of the Gaza ceasefire
deal, as requested by Israel.

Speaking to Al Jazeera,

See HOSTAGES, Page 7
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PEOPLE PROTEST in Jerusalem last night, calling for the swift
return of all the remaining hostages.
(Marc Israel Sellem/The Jerusalem Post)

Hostage families,

including Yarden Bibas,
join call for state COI

* By EVE YOUNG

Some 200 families of hostages, bereaved families, and
families of freed hostages joined the October Council,
which represents thousands of families of October 7 vic-
tims and has pushed for a state commission of inquiry
into the massacre, the organization said Sunday.

The families joined the council in light of uncertainty
about the continuation of negotiations for a hostage deal
and ahead of discussions regarding a state inquiry set to
take place in the Knesset, the council said.

The council now represents over 1,500 families, it said.

Yarden Bibas, whose wife and two young children were

See BIBAS, Page 7

Egypt should rule
over Gaza, absorb its
population in Sinai

COMMENT
* By AVIGDOR LIBERMAN

There are 2.2 million peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip, residing
in an area of 360 sq.km., in
extremely crowded condi-
tions, without ample employ-
ment opportunities, indus-
try, or a port. Sinai, which is
adjacent to Gaza, has an area
of 60,000 sq.km. (close to 170
times larger than Gaza) with
a population of 600,000.
Gaza's population density is
600 times larger than Sinai’s.

Ethnically and culturally,
the people in Gaza and Sinai
are alike. They speak the same
language, share the same reli-
gion, and many even share
family ties. This is particular-
ly apparent in Rafah, which
straddles the border, splitting
many families on either side
of the city.

Sinai largely serves as an
arena for drug and weapons
smugglers and human traf-
ficking. Its wvast territory is
rendered idle, with little to
no agriculture or solar energy,
despite its great potential for
both. Even the El-Arish port
is largely empty with limit-
ed capacity. Turning El-Arish
into Gaza's main port would
be a boon for everyone: The
people of Egypt and of Gaza
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would benefit greatly.

Thus, Sinai presents an effi-
cient and practical solution
for the Palestinians in Gaza,
which would not entail the
migration of millions of peo-
ple across large distances. In
accordance with US President
Donald Trump’s initiative,
one million people from Gaza
could relocate to Sinai and be
set on a path toward gain-
ful employment, economic
growth, and prosperity.

It must be emphasized that
the sole requirement for such
a solution is to insist on the
principle of freedom of move-
ment. Claims that voluntary
emigration of people from
(;aza is in any way objection-
able - morally or politically
- are disingenuous and hypo-
critical, given the open arms
with which refugees have
been accepted international-
ly from other combat arenas,
such as Syria or Ukraine. All
that is needed is for Egypt to
open the border at Rafah and
desist from its refusal to let
Gazans out. The moment it
does so, the large majority of
Gaza's inhabitants, probably
as many as 80%, will leave of
their own volition.

In recent years, Egypt has
grown increasingly depen-
dent on the US and Israel.
Without generous American
financial and security assis-
tance, it is doubtful whether
the current Egyptian regime

See EGYPT, Page 7

Defense policy is changing, but is now the right time?

ANALYSIS
* By SETH ). FRANTZMAN

Defense Minister Israel Katz
spoke about how he envi-
sions Israel’s defense policy,
at a conference of heads of
regional councils last week.

He said he had spoken with
IDF commanders in key units
in Southern Command and
discussed the conclusions
drawn from the October
7 attack. “They said that it
is not permissible to allow
extremist organizations of
this type to be close to the
border of the State of Isra-
el - whether in Gaza, in the
North, in Syria, or near the
settlements of Judea and
Samaria, and anywhere - and
that is our policy.”

This is now a policy Israel
is seeking to implement. This
involves the buffer zone in
Lebanon and, also apparent-
ly, in Gaza. In Syria, Israel is
becoming more outspoken.
Israel worked to prevent Ira-
nian entrenchment between
2014 and 2024, during the
Svrian civil war. After the
Assad regime fell, Israel has
now shifted to moving forces
into the buffer zone and onto
the peak of Mount Hermon.
Now, Israel is saying southern
Syria must be demilitarized
and that Israel will support
the Druze in Syria.

“It was clear to the prime
minister and me that the buf-
fer zone had to be captured

See POLICY, Page 7

TENTS LINE northern Gaza's landscape, as seen from Israel yesterday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)

What is IDF, Shin Bet narrative against PM for Oct. 7?

ANALYSIS
* By YONAH JEREMY BOB

With the IDF having dis-
closed last week in extreme
detail its failures to block
Hamas's October 7 invasion,
and with Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu refusing a

state commission of inquiry
into his actions after near-
ly 18 months, much of the
media are now performing
their own analysis of the
head of government.

The central potential points
of vulnerability for Netanya-
hu are claims that he: 1) was

the primary or key co-archi-
tect of the policy of contain-
ing and trying to deter Hamas
versus pursuing other options
with the Palestinian Author-
ity, the Saudis, and other
moderate Sunni groups;

2) was the primary or key
co-architect of the policy of

facilitating Qatar sending
millions of dollars per month
to Hamas;

3) weakened the IDF in
real terms and harmed Israe-
li deterrence vis-a-vis Hamas
and other Iranian proxies in
terms of perceived weakness
due to the judicial overhaul;

) vetoed several instances
in whu:h the IDF and Shin Bet
(Israel Security Agency) want-
ed to assassinate top Hamas
leaders who pressed for the
October 7 mass invasion;

and 5) cannot blame the

See IDF, Page 7

‘Gov't whitewashed over NIS 1b. of coalition funds’

* By ELIAV BREUER

Coalition party leaders
agreed in a meeting on Febru-
ary 23 to change the labeling
of funding - over NIS 1 billion
worth - for haredi (ultra-Or-
thodox) educational institu-
tions to avoid legal hurdles,
UT] chairman Yitzhak Gold-

knopt wrote to Cabinet Sec-
retary Yossi Fuchs on Friday.
According to the letter,
which Goldknopf labeled as
“urgent,” the party leaders
had agreed that over NIS 1b.
in the 2025 budget propos-
al that are currently labeled
as funds “allocated to imple-
ment political agreements,”

commonly known as “coali-
tion funds,” will instead enter
the budget base as regular
funds.

The funding in question has
two purposes: to overcome
the loss of daycare subsidies
to 7,000 haredim in which
the military-age father has
not reported for IDF service;

and to increase the salaries
of employees in the private
haredi education systems.
Both are legally problem-
atic. According to the Attor-
ney-General’s Office, the gov-
ernment cannot circumvent
the loss of daycare subsidies
by finding other funds to sup-
port families of yeshiva stu-

dents since this would serve
as a financial incentive for
them to continue evading
IDF service, which is illegal.
In addition, the A-G’s Office
and the Education Ministry’s
legal adviser have blocked
state funds to private haredi

See BUDGET, Page 7
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Gaza war: One phase ended, now another begins

ANALYSIS
* By HERB KEINON

The first phase of Israel’s
ceasefire with Hamas ended
on Saturday, closing a chap-
ter that saw the release of 25
Israeli hostages, five Thai hos-
tages, and eight bodies.

In return, Israel released
hundreds of Palestinian pris-
oners, including terrorists
involved in some of the worst
attacks in recent memory. [t
also pulled back from most
of Gaza, except for the Phila-
delphi Corridor, the enclave’s
perimeter, and some pockets in
northern Gaza.

The past six weeks also saw a
massive influx of humanitarian
aid into the Strip - some 25,000
trucks’ worth - and Israel’s
withdrawal from the Netzarim
Corridor, allowing hundreds of
thousands of Gazans to return
northward.

For weeks, the burning ques-
tion was: what comes next?

Under the original plan, by
now, both sides were to be deep
in negotiations over a second
phase that would culminate
with the release of all remain-
ing hostages, a withdrawal of
all IDF troops, and an end to
the war. Israel was to withdraw
from the Philadelphi Corridor
by next Saturday. Then, talks
were to begin on the third
phase: the reconstruction of
Gaza.

But overnight, the entire
equation shifted with the intro-
duction of a new term into the
lexicon: the Witkoff Frame-
work, named after US Middle
East negotiator Steve Witkoff.

It is easier to follow than the
previous ceasefire:

The plan calls for a tempo-
rary ceasefire during Ramadan
and Passover (Ramadan began
Friday night, and Passover
runs through April 20). On
the first day, half of the living
and deceased hostages are to
be released. At the end of the
framework, if an agreement is
reached, the remaining hos-
tages will be freed at the same
time.

According to the Prime Min-
ister’s Office, Witkoff proposed
this framework after conclud-
ing that an immediate resolu-
tion between the two sides was
unattainable and that more
time was needed to negotiate a
lasting agreement.

Why the need for more time?
Because the core Israeli dilem-
ma - how to eliminate Hamas
while securing the release
of the hostages - remains as
intractable as ever.

[srael’s position is clear:
Hamas must be dismantled,
both militarily and politically,

IDF TANKS are deployed inside Gaza, as seen from Israel yesterday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)

and its leaders need to be exiled
before any discussion of ending
the war can take place.

Hamas, on the other hand,
demands an immediate end to
the war while insisting on keep-
ing its armed capabilities, even
if it agrees to relinquish some
degree of civilian control.

[srael faces the same dilem-
ma it did nearly 16 months
ago when the war began: how
to dismantle Hamas militar-
ily and politically while free-
ing the hostages. The Witkoff
Framework is the latest attempt
to square that circle.

THE NEW FRAMEWORK was
announced just after midnight
on Sunday following a high-lev-
el security consultation led by
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu. It was accompanied by
two other major developments.

First, US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio signed an emer-
gency declaration to expedite
the delivery of some $4 billion
in military aid to Israel.

A State Department state-
ment made it clear: this move
reverses the Biden administra-
tion’s partial arms embargo.
Since taking office, the Trump
administration has already
approved nearly $14b. in major
arms sales to Israel. The latest
decision is part of a broader
shift in US policy - one that is
no longer about applying pres-
sure on Israel but rather about
enabling it to fight Hamas on
its own terms.

The timing of the military aid
announcement was no coinci-
dence. By unveiling it alongside

the new framework, a pointed
message was sent to Hamas:
either extend the ceasefire and
agree to the terms, or Israel will
resume fighting — with full US
support and no restrictions on
its military campaign.

Hamas, predictably, rejected
the Witkoff Framework out-
right.

Israel’s response was immedi-
ate. The Prime Minister’s Office
announced that, effective Sun-
day morning, all goods and
supplies entering Gaza would
be halted.

This, too, appears to have
been coordinated with Wash-
ington - Strategic Affairs Min-
ister Ron Dermer was in the US
last week, and Netanyahu said
Sunday that Israel is “fully coor-
dinating with President Trump
and his people.”

Under former president Joe
Biden, the flow of humanitar-
ian aid to (Gaza was a constant
source of friction between Israel
and the US. The Biden admin-
istration repeatedly pushed
for Israel to provide Gaza with
food, electricity, and fuel, even
as it waged war against Gaza's
rulers.

In retrospect, this approach
likely prolonged the war. The
first hostage release in Novem-
ber 2023 came only after Hamas
faced dwindling supplies, rais-
ing the question: what might
have happened had there been
no external pressure on Israel to
maintain aid deliveries?

The Trump administration
is making no such demands.
In a notable shift, it recently
lifted sanctions on Tzav 9, a

group that protested the entry
of humanitarian aid into Gaza.
MNow, it appears that the policy
that the group advocated - cut-
ting off supplies until Hamas
released the hostages — has trac-
tion at the highest levels.

At this stage, stopping aid
trucks from entering Gaza does
not include halting the supply
of water and electricity, though
Netanyahu seemed to leave
that possibility open. Before
Sunday’s cabinet meeting, he
warned that if Hamas persists
in rejecting the Witkoff Frame-

work, there would be “addi-
tional consequences.” Hamas
reportedly has enough food
and supplies to sustain Gaza's
population for another four or
five months, but cutting off
water and electricity could have
more of an immediate impact.

If all of that wasn't a loud
enough message, the cabinet
on Sunday extended legisla-
tion allowing for the call-up
of 400,000 reservists until the
end of May. In addition, the
IDF struck suspected terrorist
targets in northern Gaza, with

the Palestinians reporting that
four people were killed.

The accumulated message:
There is a new framework on
the table. If Hamas refuses,
[srael will resume the war with
its arsenal of weapons well-
stocked and without the con-
straints of having to supply its
enemy with food and supplies.

INTERNATIONAL PROTESTS
against the halting of aid will
follow, particularly in the Arab
world, where they have already
started, Europe, and the UN.
But with Washington firmly
in Israel’s corner, those argu-
ments will be easier to rebuff,
and there will be much less
danger of Israel being the target
of any significant international
sanctions.

All of this points to an appar-
ent willingness of Israel to
return to war. But why should
fighting this time succeed in
fully achieving the war’s aims
where 15 months of fighting -
though it significantly degrad-
ed Hamas' capabilities - fell
short?

First, it might not. There are
no guarantees. But the battle-
field has shifted in key ways.

Hamas is more isolated
than ever. No one is militari-
ly coming to its rescue - nei-
ther Hezbollah nor Iran. The
Houthis may resume firing
their missiles, but that is not a
game-changer.

Diplomatically, as well, they
are losing support. Qatar and
Turkey, its principal backers on
the world stage, have to be care-
ful not to antagonize Trump,
and the Trump administration

may also be able to convince
Russia to take a more construc-
tive role in this arena in return
for the dramatic US about-face
regarding Ukraine.

Secondly, if fighting is
renewed, it will be done with
Trump in the White House,
who will not constrain Israel in
the way Biden did.

S0, how will Hamas react?

Its immediate response was
to reject the framework. The
next phase of its strategy will
likely involve psychological
warfare — more staged videos
aimed at getting the Israeli
public to pressure the govern-
ment to end the war and bring
all the hostages home.

There have been reports
that Hamas has recruited new
fighters and rebuilt its forc-
es. But such claims should be
taken with caution. It's one
thing to put masks and green
headbands on volunteers and
parade them around bran-
dishing Kalashnikovs in white
pick-up trucks at staged events
where hostages, or the bodies
of hostages, are released. It's
quite another to rebuild an
organized fighting force capa-
ble of repelling a massive IDF
air, land, and sea operation in
Gaza.

Yes, Hamas still has terrorists
able to engage in guerrilla war-
fare. But the type of capabilities
to fend off a full IDF offensive?
Hardly.

And while much has been
made of how Hamas has used
this pause to regroup, so has
Israel - likely with at least as
much, if not more, success than
Hamas.

Rubio signs declaration to expedite

WASHINGTON (Reuters) — US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio said on Saturday
he had signed a declaration to expedite
delivery of approximately $4 billion in
military assistance to Israel.

The Trump administration, which took
office on January 20, has approved near-
Iy $12b. in major foreign military sales to
Israel, Rubio said in a statement, adding
that it “will continue to use all available
tools to fulfill America’s long-standing
commitment to Israel’s security, includ-
ing means to counter security threats.”

Rubio said he had used emergency
authority to expedite the delivery of
military assistance to Israel to its Middle
East ally, now in a fragile ceasefire with
Hamas in their war in Gaza.

The Pentagon said on Friday that the
State Department approved the potential
sale of nearly $3b. worth of bombs, dem-
olition kits, and other weaponry to Israel.

delivery of $4b. in military aid to Israel

The administration notified Congress
of those prospective weapons sales
on an emergency basis, sidestepping
a long-standing practice of giving the
chairs and ranking members of the
House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign
Relations Committees the opportunity
to review the sale and ask for more infor-
mation before making a formal notifica-
tion to Congress.

Friday’s announcements marked the
second time in recent weeks that Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s administration
has declared an emergency to quickly
approve weapons sales to Israel. The
Biden administration also used emergen-
cy authority to approve the sale of arms
to Israel without congressional review.

On Monday, the Trump administration
rescinded a Biden-era order requiring it
to report potential violations of inter-
national law involving US-supplied

weapons by allies, including Israel. It has
also eliminated most US humanitarian
foreign aid.

The January 19 Israel-Hamas ceasefire
agreement halted 15 months of fighting
and paved the way for talks on ending
the war while leading to the release of
33 hostages held in Gaza and around
2,000 Palestinian security prisoners and
detainees.

Hours after the first phase of the agreed
ceasefire was set to expire, Israel said early
on Sunday it would adopt a proposal by
Trump's envoy, Steve Witkoff, for a tem-
porary ceasefire in Gaza for the Ramadan
and Passover periods.

Israel and Hamas have accused each
other of violating the ceasefire, casting
doubt over the second phase of the deal
meant to include releases of additional
hostages and prisoners as well as steps
toward a permanent end of the war.

Hostage families: How are we
benetiting from the truce now?

* By EVE YOUNG

[srael must walk back its accep-
tance of a framework by US Middle
East envoy Steve Witkoff for a tem-
porary ceasefire during the Rama-
dan and Passover period, families
of hostages from the Tikva (Hope)
Forum demanded on Sunday.

The Tikva Forum represents
some family members of hostages
who have pushed for military pres-
sure and come out against dealing
with Hamas, although they have
come out in favor of some possible
deals that would bring all the hos-
tages home at once.

“We demand to abandon the
Witkoff framework and return to
the Trump framework - all togeth-
er or unleash hell on Hamas,” the
forum said.

The forum emphasized that one
of the practical implications of
the Witkoff plan is that “at this
moment, a ceasefire is taking place
without any return for Israel.”

“A ceasefire during Ramadan is
a huge reward for Hamas, and it
must not be given without the
return of all the hostages home,”
the forum added.

The forum said that a model
with two stages of returning hos-
tages, especially if the second stage
is uncertain, is abandoning the
hostages.

“The government of Israel must
internalize - the hostages do not
have time for unnecessary phases.
We see the condition of those who
have returned,” the forum said,
calling on the state to “act deci-
sively and use all its tools to pres-

sure Hamas, rather than surrender
again and again.”

“The Witkoff framework is unac-
ceptable to us, and we are shocked
that the government has accepted
it.”

Eli Albag, the father of freed
hostage Liri Albag, who was freed
at the start of the most recent
hostage deal, commented on the
stalled hostage deal to KAN News
on Sunday.

“I am worried and concerned. |
hope that the humanitarian pres-
sure might help advance the com-
pletion of the deal, and the State
of Israel and its prime minister
must do everything to bring back
all the hostages - every last one of
them. And fast. They have no time
in captivity,” he said.

Some family members of hos-
tages said the government and
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu have purposely sabotaged
a deal.

Yehuda Cohen, whose son Mim-
rod is held in captivity and whose
family said they recognized in a
video put out by Hamas Saturday,
addressed US President Donald
Trump from a protest for the hos-
tages Saturday night.

“Netanyahu istrying to sabotage
yvour agreement, Mr. President.
Netanyahu is the one creating the
current crisis in the talks. He is the
one who violated the agreement
and dragged his feet.

“Don’t let him blow up the
deal,” he said Saturday.

“Netanyahu is undermining
the agreement to convince you to
allow him to resume fighting. He

is driven by political and personal
considerations at the expense of
the hostages, whom we may lose
forever,” he added.

“The hostage families trust you,
Mr. President. Demand that Net-
anyahu uphold the agreement,
end the war, swiftly advance Phase
B, and bring everyone back in one
phase - now.”

Ifat Kalderon, cousin of released
hostage Ofer Kalderon, also
accused Netanyahu of purposely
sabotaging a deal at the protest.

“The latest obstruction, called
the extension of Phase A, is a selec-
tion among the hostages. The
prime minister of the Jewish state
is making a selection among his
own people,” she said.

“But we will not give in - enough
with the obstructions. We will not
let you, Netanyahu, sacrifice lives.
We demand everyone back in one
phase - now.”

Danny Elgarat, whose brother
Itzhak was killed in captivity and
whose body was brought back last
week, also spoke at the rally.

“Itzik was abandoned to his
death in Hamas captivity, and
there are no words to describe our
rage and sense of missed opportu-
nity. He could have been saved,”
he said.

“My brother was sacrificed by
Netanyahu and his partners, who
deliberately sabotaged a series of
deals for criminal political and
personal interests. And they are
doing it again now. Even now, we
see how Netanyahu is undermin-
ing the agreement and obstruct-
ing the next phase.”

What are the IDF’s military
options in Syria, Gaza and Lebanon?

ANALYSIS
+ By YONAH JEREMY BOB

The Middle East, Israel, and its neigh-
bors are in a wild new era where the
IDF has forces newly stationed in three
areas that Jerusalem does not make any
claim to: Syria, Gaza, and Lebanon.
In the West Bank, forces have been
stationed for an extended period, with
the IDF claiming a significant portion
of that area.

What do these military positions
mean for the future, and what options
and pitfalls do they open up?

Syria is the most unexpected and
unpredictable of the three. There was
never any plan to be in Syria because
the Assad regime, which had an army,
was expected to run the show indef-
initely.

Israel’s move into Syria on Decem-
ber 7-8 was a spontaneous act done
to cut off the possibility of a sudden
invasion by newly empowered Syrian
jihadists before they had time to orga-
nize the idea.

But a funny thing happened after
that, which many originally thought
would only last a few months. The
Trump administration basically
told Israel that it did not care if the
IDF stays there, that the new Syrian
government has taken longer than
expected to sort out its affairs, and so
the pressure on Jerusalem to leave was
minimal compared to expectations.

In the post-October 7 era, why
would Israel give away an extra secu-
rity zone?

Saturday night’s events expressed
why it is both useful and dangerous
to have the buffer zone. On Satur-
day night, there was internal fighting

between elements connected to the
new regime and some Druze militias
in a neighborhood near Damascus.

In response, Israel issued threat-
ening statements indicating it could
intervene on the side of the Druze.

The positive side is that Israel can
project power to deter invaders and
even military actions anywhere near
its border. The negative side is that
this conflict had nothing to do with
Israeli security, and getting drawn into
an internal Syrian conflict could cre-
ate new dangers for [srael that never
existed before.

In Gaza, Israel and Hamas agreed
to a deal that would lead to a full IDF
withdrawal from Gaza. But, with sup-
port from the Trump administration,
Jerusalem is seeking to expel Hamas
from Gaza before it carries out a full
withdrawal.

That could mean that Israel would
hold a 700-1,100 meter security perim-
eter in Gaza for a long time. This pro-
vides significantly more security to
the Gaza border communities.

On the other hand, if Gazans start
marching or protesting Israel’s pres-
ence in the enclave without firing on
the IDF, any deaths that result from
repelling such marching would be
hard to defend before the Internation-
al Criminal Court. Right now, only
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and former defense minister Yoav Gal-
lant are in such potential trouble.

An indefinite presence in Gaza
without some kind of UN recognition
could expose rank-and-file soldiers to
a travel ban in around 125 countries
that are part of the ICC.

Also, while some Israelis want the
war to resume, those who do not may

see the security perimeter as a poten-
tial trap for restarting the war.

Though Hezbollah was the worst
immediate threat for Israel prior to
October 7, reality has flipped. Israel’s
presence of “only” several hundred
soldiers spread over five small posi-
tions a few hundred meters inside
Lebanon would seem to be the least
explosive presence among the three
problem spots.

Hezbollah has more to lose from a
renewed war with Israel than anyone
and, unlike Hamas, has no hostages to
pressure Israel to hold back. Also, the
footprint of the five positions is tiny
compared to the large areas the IDF
has taken up in Syria and Gaza.

And vet, Hezbollah has defined its
identity for decades as a resistance
group. Since Israel withdrew from
southern Lebanon in 2000, Hezbollah
struggled with framing a narrative for
why it needs to fight Israel, given that
the Jewish state was not holding any
of its land.

Now, it may have a half-legitimate
excuse of sorts, though obviously Isra-
el’'s argument is that after Hezbollah
violated its obligation not to create a
terror zone in southern Lebanon since
2006, it has a right to have an extra set
of eyes and ears in the area to block
any potential Hezbollah invasion.

Hezbollah now is extremely weak
and is not even responding when the
IDF assassinates some of its leaders
who are trying to smuggle weapons
into the country.

But in the future, the group’s con-
fidence may grow again, and the five
positions may be both a blessing (actu-
ally deterring an invasion) and a curse
(serving as a new basis for war).
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Syrias Druze initiate measures to gain autonomy

In a historical moment for Druze community in Suwayda, hope rises for a better tomorrow

ANALYSIS
*» By OHAD MERLIN

Earlier this week, Druze mili-
tants in the Suwayda province
in southern Syria announced
the establishment of a new mil-
itary organization dubbed the
“Military Council of Suwayda.”
The council announced that
its missions would encompass
protecting the Druze areas from
extremist terrorists and weapon
smuggling.

To preemptively counter any
accusations of secessionism or
treason, the leader of the new
council, Tareq al-Shoufi, a for-
mer high-ranking officer in
the Assad regime military who
defected during the previous
decade and engaged in anti-re-
gime activity, also announced
that the council views itself as
a building block of the Syrian
national army, which will join
the renewed military — but only
once a secular, democratic, and
maodern Syria is secured.

Shoufi also gave two import-
ant clues regarding the new
council: that it was formed in
coordination with the local
spiritual leadership, led by the
revered Sheikh Hikmat al-Hi-
jri, and that it was supported
by a vague “international coa-
lition.”

To understand the current
standing of the council, one
must look at the recent history
of the Druze of Suwayda and
their relations with the oust-
ed regime, its agents, and the
jihadist organizations that
thrived in Syria since the begin-
ning of the civil war, almost a
decade and a half ago.

The Druze in the Suway-
da area have been engaged in
long-standing peaceful anti-re-
gime activity ever since the mid
2010s. Relations between the
regime and the Druze began to
deteriorate since around that
period of time, as the Assad
regime and its agents attempt-
ed to recruit large numbers of
Druze soldiers to combat the
rebels, applying much pres-
sure and oppressive measures
against the community in
Suwayda.

This led to a series of anti-re-
gime measures from the
Druze community, including
defection and peaceful week-
ly demonstrations and even
armed activity against the
jihadist factions surrounding
the community.

These, in turn, coalesced into
the “Rijal al-Karamah” (Men
of Honor) movement, which
openly protested against the
regime. The movement called
to implement UN Security
Council Resolution 2254 from
2015, which implicitly called
for a transition of power in the
country following the early
years of the civil war.

Rijal al-Karamah was led
at its start by revered spiritu-
al leader Sheikh Wahid al-Ba-
lous, who was assassinated in
2015 - most likely by the Assad
regime - further worsening the
relations between the residents
of Suwayda and the oppressive
regime.

In turn, the regime applied
even more oppressive mea-
sures, described by locals as
essentially “besieging” and
“suffocating” the local com-
munities and their economy in
an attempt to discourage them
from acting against the regime
or even drive them away from
their land altogether.

Another crucial date deep-
ly etched into the collective
minds of the Druze commu-
nity in Suwayda was July 25,
2018, deemed by some as “the
October 7 of the Druze.” On
this day, jihadist militants mas-
sacred more than 250 people in
the southern Druze province
and wounded about 180, by
means of suicide attacks, mass
shootings in homes, and even
kidnappings and beheadings.

Many believed that the mas-
sacre took place with the knowl-
edge of the Assad regime, and
perhaps even with its encour-
agement, which explains even
further the disdain felt by the
Druze of Suwayda toward both
the ousted regime and the
jihadist factions, whose kin
now control the new Syria.

The horrid attacks of July 25
became a symbol in the eyes of
the Druze of the critical need to
maintain their own armed forc-
es to protect their community,

and as a sign of the terrible fate
that awaits those who stand
in the way of the jihadist sects
without defense. They have no
desire to see these events taking
place again, and the forming of
the military council in the face
of all the critics from within
should be viewed in this con-
text.

The issue of foreign interven-
tion or aid to the council has
made many headlines in the
last week, with many highlight-
ing Shoufi’s vague words about
an “international coalition”
aiding the council.

Additionally, Shoufi made
comments vis-a-vis Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu's
remarks from Sunday demand-
ing a demilitarized southern
Syria and warning from any
threats against the Druze com-

munity, replying vaguely that
“any aiding hand to Syria is
welcome.”

However, Shoufi was not the
only one from the Druze com-
munity who did not reject for-
eign intervention. Hijri, the cur-
rent spiritual leader of Suway-
da, also implicitly denounced
Syrian leader Ahmed al-Sharaa
this week.

Hijri claimed, “Until now...
we have not seen the ability [of
the current leadership| to lead
the country.” He then called
openly, much to the dismay of
many in Syria, for “internation-
al intervention” to “ensure that
the process leads to a civilian
state, with the separation of
powers and the rule of law.”

Another focal point in the
context of external relations is
the Druze community in Israel,

who have long been a support-
ing force for their kin in Suway-
da, securing humanitarian,
political, and even diplomatic
assistance, to the extent possi-
ble under the political circum-
stances.

Despite being less significant
in terms of population size, the
Druze in Israel have become
one of the strongest Druze
communities in the region due
to their respectable power with-
in Israeli politics.

In this context, it is enough to
see the recent meetings held by
the spiritual leader of the com-
munity in [srael, Sheikh Mowa-
faq Tarif, in the United Arab
Emirates, to get a taste of the
Israeli Druze’s overt and covert
contribution to the situation
of their brethren beyond the
border.

It is important to note that
the Druze in Syria are not at
all a monolithic entity. Only
two months ago, a viral video
circulated online showing a
Druze council of dignitaries in
the Hader area, near the Golan
Heights, in which the dignitar-
ies expressed their desire to be
annexed to the Israeli Golan,
deeming Israel as the “lesser
evil” and warning against hor-
rific crimes from part of the
jihadists.

However, the Druze from
the Hader region were tra-
ditionally loyal to the ousted
Syrian regime, and the events
of al-Karamah and July 25 did
not affect them. Therefore, for
them, the fall of the regime was
an even more shocking event,
unlike their kin in Suwayda
who had been openly calling

for its ousting for many years.
It is important to add that
even within Suwayda itself
there are conflicting trends,
with the new military council
facing criticism from a slightly
older Druze organization called
Hizb al-Liwaa, which received
American support and tried to
lead a different line of reconcili-
ation with the previous regime.
The coming days and
months will be critical in the
process of the consolidation of
Syria, with the main question
posed revolving around the
success or failure of Sharaa’s
attempts at presenting a vision
of integrating the ethnic and
religious minorities into a
predominantly Sunni society
led by Salafist ideologues - all
the while maintaining Syria
as clear of unwanted foreign

intervention as possible.

The Druze in Suwayda are
viewing the current govern-
ment with growing disdain,
while looking eastward at the
successful Kurdish experiment
of self-rule and autonomy,
and westward at the growing
fears of the Alawite minority
following the sporadic violent
riots directed at them by armed
militants, always carrying their
own catastrophe in mind.

For the Druze, these may be
historical days leading to self-
rule, self-defense, or perhaps
even self-determination in
some form or other. For Israel,
these days should be seen as an
opportunity to act wisely and
ensure the establishment of
stability, coexistence, and last-
ing peace in our tumultuous
region.
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Haredi protesters block highway

Ultra-Orthodox protesters blocked Highway 4 near
Bnei Brak during an anti-conscription demonstration
on Sunday, police said. Police added that the protest
was illegal and that the protesters called them Mazis.
“The public is advised to use alternative routes and
stay updated on traffic conditions,” the police said.

* |erusalem Post 5Staff

‘Beersheba resident sent info to Iran’

The police and Shin Bet (Israel Security Agency)
arrested a Beersheba resident for offering to sell an Ira-
nian agent information on the Negev Nuclear Research
Center, the two agencies said on Sunday. The investi-
gation found that Doron Bokobza carried out several
missions for Iranian agents, including photographing
facilities and transferring information. In the frame-
work of such operations, Bokobza presented himself to
the Iranian agent as someone who had access to the
Negev Nuclear Research Center and transferred infor-
mation on the facility to the agent, according to the
agencies. The investigation further revealed that Boko-
bza initiated the contact with the Iranian agent, know-
ing he may harm state security. An indictment was
filed against the Beersheba resident on charges of con-
tact with a foreign agent and transferring information

to the enemy.

* Jerusalem Post Staff

Freed hostage invited to White House

US President Donald Trump has invited released hos-
tage Eli Sharabi to the White House after watching his
testimony on Channel 12s Uvda, Sharabi’s brother,
Sharon, told Channel 12 on Sunday. Sharabi was set to
fly to Washington on Monday, and the meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, Sharabi’s brother said. Detailing
his 491-day captivity on Uvda, Sharabi said in late Feb-
ruary, “You’re 50 m. underground. The sanitary condi-
tions are simply terrible. You shower once a month
with a bottle of water, maybe half a bucket of cold
water... The chains on my legs never left me from the
day | arrived in Gaza until the last day,” he recounted.

* |erusalem Post 5taff

With first phase over, Mideast
expects Gaza truce to continue

ANALYSIS
* By SETH ). FRANTZMAN

Two weeks ago, in mid-Feb-
ruary, there was talk that
“hell will break loose” in
(Gaza if Hamas didn’t abide
by the ceasefire and contin-
ue to release hostages. At the
time, it appeared Hamas was
willing to walk away from
the first phase of the cease-
fire and not release hostages
on time. In the end, Hamas
backed down and hostages
were released. Now, the first
phase of the ceasefire is over,
and Hamas expects that it
will be extended.

One can tell that Hamas
expects things to remain calm
by how it is behaving. It has set
up tables for Ramadan in areas
of Gaza and seems to expect
that calm will prevail. There is
also no sense of crises in Doha
or Cairo, the two places where
mediation is taking place. Isra-
el has threatened to cut off
humanitarian aid going into
Gaza unless Hamas extends
the ceasefire. However, the
overall sense is that somehow
a solution will be found.

The basic discussion sur-
rounds whether the first phase
of the ceasefire will be extend-
ed such that a few hostages
are released each week, or if
another framework will be

A BIRD flies above destroyed buildings in northern Gaza, as seen from Israel yesterday.

(Amir Cohen/Reuters)

found to release more hostag-
es at the beginning of a new
ceasefire and then others at
the end.

Hamas doesn’t like the new
proposals. It wants phase two
of the original deal agreed
upon in mid-January to be
completed, which would see
Israel leave the Philadelphi
Corridor in southern Gaza
and the end of the war. Hamas
wants this because it would

basically be a return to Octo-
ber 6. Then Hamas will rebuild
its terrorist infrastructure and
attack again and take more
hostages, get more prisoners
released, and do this again
and again.

On the other hand, Israeli
politicians are at an impasse.
While some have warned
about “hell breaking loose” in
February, the tough talk has
now been reduced. In Febru-

ary, there was talk of Israel
supporting US President Don-
ald Trump’s plan to move peo-
ple out of Gaza so it could be
rebuilt.

However, Israeli leaders
have not presented any plan
about how this might hap-
pen. Instead, they take a “wait
and see” approach, expecting
the Trump administration to
sort things out. For instance,
talks about the second phase

of the deal were supposed to
take place weeks ago, but Israel
stalled and waited. Right-wing
politicians have said they
don’t want to go to phase two;
they want phase one to con-
tinue. Hamas disagrees.

The Arab states in the
region don’t seem to think
a crisis will grow too much.
They may also assume the
Trump administration can
save things. The issue every-
one faces is that the Trump
administration may not have
a magic wand to sort out all
these problems. It is also deal-
ing with the fallout from the
meeting with Ukraine’s pres-
ident and dealing with other
domestic policy issues.

The key issues involved now
are whether Israel will threat-
en to do more than just cut off
humanitarian aid going into
Gaza. Hamas has stockpiled
the aid that arrived during
phase one of the ceasefire and
thus has enough aid for part
of Ramadan. However, it will
want to continue to have aid
flowing as it seeks to begin
rebuilding and show the pop-
ulation in Gaza that it has won
and can secure their future.

This is all part of Hamas'’s
plan. Hamas expects the cease-
fire to continue and thinks it
has painted Israel into a cor-
ner in this respect.

Russia takes gamble, keeps its army bases in Syria

INSIGHT
* By SAMIA NAKHOUL
and TIMOUR AZHARI

LATAKIA, Syria (Reuters) -
For years, soldiers from Rus-
sia's Hmeimim Air Base in
Syria roamed freely through
coastal cities with warplanes
flying from the complex
to bombard Islamist rebels
fighting Bashar al-Assad’s
repressive regime.

No longer. With Assad
gone, at both Hmeimim
and Russia’s Soviet-era Tar-
tus Naval Base 60 km. south,
small groups of former reb-
els guard the entrances, their
Ha'yat Tahrir al-Sham Isla-
mist force now in control of
the country.

The khaki-uniformed
guards escort any Russian
convoys that venture out,
they told Reuters reporters
visiting the area last week.

“They have to notify us
before they leave,” one of
the guards said, declining to
speak on record.

The future of the bases,
which are integral to Russia’s
military reach in the Mid-
dle East and Africa, is in the
hands of Syria's President
Ahmed al-Sharaa.

He wants to renegotiate the
generous Assad-era 49-year
lease for Tartous and an
indefinite lease for Hmeimim
to secure better terms but
doesn’t appear to want Mos-
cow shut out altogether.

Instead, it appears the
bases may stay in exchange
for diplomatic backing and
financial compensation from
Russia, deeply involved in
Syria’s economy and defense
for seven decades before it
joined the civil war in 2015
and wrought devastation
that helped keep Assad in
power for years.

Assad fell in December,
fleeing to Russia through
Hmeimim. The [slamist Syr-
ian leadership - once the
target of relentless Russian
airstrikes - is now engaged
with Moscow at the negoti-
ating table.

For this story, Reuters
spoke to eight Syrian, Rus-
sian, and diplomatic sources
who gave previously unre-
ported details from the first
high-level meeting between
Sharaa and an envoy sent by
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, including demands
related to billions of dollars
of debt, the future of Assad,
and the repatriation of Syr-
ian money alleged to be in
Russia.

Like others in the story, the
sources requested anonym-
ity to speak about sensitive
matters.

A RUSSIAN soldier rides on an infantry fighting vehicle in a Russian military convoy headed
toward the Hmeimim Air Base in Latakia, on the coast of Syria, in December. (Umit Bektas/Reuters)

Putting enmity aside has
benefits for both parties.
Despite the EU and US eas-
ing some sanctions on Syria,
the remaining restrictions
make it hard to do business
with the war-shattered and
impoverished country of 23
million.

A restoration of Russia’s tra-
ditional supplies of weapons,
fuel, and wheat could be a
lifeline. As such, the coun-
try’s leaders are willing “to
make peace, even with their
former enemies,” one Damas-
cus-based diplomat told Reu-
ters.

“Moscow still has some-
thing to offer for Syria” and is
too powerful and entrenched
to ignore, said Anna Borsh-
chevskaya at The Washing-
ton Institute.

“Russia simply needs a gov-
ernment in Damascus that
would ensure its interests,
and it would be willing to
make a deal with that gov-
ernment,” she said. One UN
aid source said Russia has not
exported grain to Syria under
the new administration.

US President Donald Trump
has said little about Syria
since taking office, but he has
sought to repair US relations
with Moscow. A US State
Department spokesperson
said with Assad gone, there
was an opportunity for Syria
“to no longer be dominated
and destabilized by Iranian or
Russian influence.”

US ally Israel, howev-
er, wants Russia to stay as a
bulwark against the Turkish
influence, Reuters reported
on Friday.

At the January 29 meeting

in Damascus, Sharaa sought
the cancellation of loans
contracted with Russia under
Assad, two of the sources told
Reuters. Syria, which was
largely free of foreign debt
before the war, currently has
$20 billion-$23b. in external
obligations, Finance Minister
Mohammad Abazid said last
month, without specifying
how much was owed to Rus-
sia.

During the three-hour
encounter with Russian Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Mikhail
Bogdanov, Syrian officials
raised another key issue, the
return of Assad to 5Syria, but
only in broad terms, suggest-
ing it was not a major obsta-
cle to rebuilding ties, one of
the sources said. Russia will
not agree to extradite Assad
and has not been asked to do
s0, a senior Russian source
said.

Sharaa also urged the repa-
triation of Syrian funds his
government believes were
deposited by Assad in Mos-
cow, but the Russian delega-
tion denied such funds exist-
ed, according to a Syria-based
diplomat familiar with the
talks.

Sharaa’s office and the
White House's Mational Secu-
rity Council did not respond
to requests for comment.

In a statement issued after
the meeting, Syria’s govern-
ment said Sharaa stressed that
new relations need to address
past mistakes and demand-
ed compensation for the
destruction Russia caused.
The meeting went relatively
smoothly, all the sources said.
A phone call between Sharaa

and Putin two weeks ago was
described as constructive by
the Kremlin.

Asked by Reuters on Tues-
day whether talks between
Moscow and Damascus on
the fate of Russia’s military
bases were progressing, Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said: “We are continuing
our contacts with the Syrian
authorities.

“50, well, let’s just say that
the working process is under-
way,” he added.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry
did not reply to a request for
comment.

SERGEI MARKOV, a former
Kremlin adviser, said this
month that things were look-
ing good for Moscow.

“The new Syrian authorities
do not see Russia as a hostile
country. But Russia will have
to do something favorable
for the Syrian government
in return for these bases,” he
wrote on Telegram.

In an interview with Saudi
Al Arabiyva News in late
December, Sharaa acknowl-
edged Syria’s “strategic inter-
ests” with Russia, which sup-
plied the country’s now-de-
funct army for generations
and financed power plants
and dams along with other
key infrastructure.

In turn, with American
troops in Syria’s northeast,
Turkish forces in the north,
and Israeli troops newly in
southern Syria, Russia is res-
olute in maintaining its only
naval base in the Mediterra-
nean.

Doing so would help Mos-
cow retain political leverage

amid a diplomatic scramble
for sway over Damascus after
Assad’s fall.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov met his Turk-
ish counterpart in Ankara on
Monday. Their talks included
Syria, a Turkish source said.
Turkey’s Foreign Ministry did
not respond to a request for
comment.

Damascus wants compen-
sation for wartime destruc-
tion. Rebuilding costs are pro-
jected at $400Db., according to
the UN Economic and Social
Commission for West Asia.

Moscow is unlikely to
accept responsibility but
instead could offer humani-
tarian aid, said a source famil-
iar with Russia’s view on the
matter,

In December, Putin offered
the bases as hubs to deliv-
er humanitarian aid to the
Syrian people, and Russia’s
ambassador to the UN, Vasi-
ly Nebenzya, said Russia’s
alliance with Syria was “not
connected to any regime.”
The UN aid source said they
were unaware of any aid hav-
ing been moved through the
bases.

The fate of Assad and asso-
ciates who fled to Moscow
is a delicate matter. Russia
remains resistant to surren-
dering Assad, insisting on
continuity in its alliances,
the Russian and diplomatic
sources said.

“Russia does not simply
give people up because the
wind changes direction,” the
senior Russian source said.

Syria’s war, which erupt-
ed nearly 14 years ago with
protests against Assad’s auto-
cratic rule, left hundreds of
thousands of people dead,
some 13 million displaced,
and swathes of the country
in ruins.

Driving from Damascus
along the highway to the Rus-
sian bases, entire areas stand
as grim reminders of Syrian
and Russian airstrikes. Build-
ings are gutted or reduced to
rubble.

Across the street from
Hmeimim Air Base, sho-
powners sat in empty food
stalls, lamenting their dire
conditions in the dilapidated
town.

In its markets, store signs
are in Russian, but the sol-
diers no longer visit or linger
in cafes, locals said.

“Russian soldiers used to
come here to buy beer, whis-
key, and other drinks, but
that's stopped,” said the
owner of a sandwich shop
opposite the base. “Now, they
only leave in convoys to their
naval base. They don’t stop or
venture out anymore.”

Biden staff was
hostile to Israelis,
former envoy says

* Jerusalem Post Staff

The Biden administration
exerted heavy pressure on Isra-
el during the war, repeatedly
urging restraint - particularly
in responding to Iran’s direct
attack - and creating bureau-
cratic obstacles that delayed
essential weapons shipments,
former Israeli Ambassador to
the US Michael Herzog told
Israel Hayom on Friday.

In an explosive interview,
Herzog revealed that US offi-
cials strongly opposed an
Israeli counterstrike on Iran,
warning that retaliation
could escalate into a regional
war.

“They told us not to respond
after Iran’s first attack. They
expected us to contain it,”
said Herzog. “We told them,
‘That’s not how the Middle
East works. For us, this is exis-
tential.”” At one point, he
recalled, senior Biden admin-
istration officials were furious
with Israel’s actions, fearing
they would be drawn into a
broader conflict.

“More than once, they went
crazy on me. They vyelled,
“You've lost your minds!
You're dragging us into a
regional war!"™ Despite US
warnings, Israel did strike
Iranian targets. But Herzog
noted a double standard in
Washington’s approach -
once the Israeli response was
successful in deterring further
aggression, American officials
tried to take credit for region-
al stability.

“They initially told us to
be careful and not retaliate,”
Herzog said. “But after our
actions succeeded, they want-
ed credit, saying, ‘The Mid-
dle East is in a better place
because we supported Israel.’
The problem is, they didn't
actually support these actions
at the time.”

Herzog painted a grim pic-
ture of hostile elements with-
in the US State Department,
particularly those who sought
to limit Israel’s military oper-
ations and block key security
decisions. “There are many
within the State Department
who are not just unfriendly to
Israel, but outright hostile,”
Herzog told Israel Hayom.
“Some actively worked to
block nearly every Israeli
request.”

One of the most troubling
revelations was the legal divi-
sion within the 5tate Depart-
ment that focuses solely on

scrutinizing Israel’s use of US
weapons. Herzog noted that
no other country is subjected
to this level of oversight. “The
Biden administration allowed
bureaucrats with an anti-Isra-
el agenda to influence US pol-
icy,” Herzog warned. “They
made sure that nearly every
Israeli request was delayed,
watered down, or obstruct-
ed.”

Beyond diplomatic ten-
sions, Herzog also addressed
the delays in US weapons
shipments to Israel, includ-
ing the temporary freeze on
2,000-pound bombs - which
the administration justified
on humanitarian grounds.
“There was no formal arms
embargo,” Herzog clarified,
“but bureaucratic delays and
political pressure slowed
down deliveries at crucial
moments.”

Meanwhile, he noted,
Ukraine continued receiving
American weapons without
similar restrictions. The situ-
ation escalated when Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu publicly criticized the
delays in a viral video. Herzog
admitted the mowve backfired,
as negotiations that were
close to securing the arms
came to a halt due to political
backlash in Washington.

While Herzog acknowl-
edged that Biden provid-
ed military support at key
moments, including assis-
tance in intercepting Irani-
an missiles, he said that as
the US presidential election
approached, the administra-
tion’s stance toward Israel
became increasingly shaped
by domestic political consid-
erations.

“We saw them trying to bal-
ance their pro-Israel instincts
with the pressure coming
from anti-Israel factions with-
in the administration,” Her-
zog said.

Looking back on the war,
Herzog argued that the Biden
administration’s approach
weakened Israel’s ability to
act decisively, forcing Jerusa-
lem into prolonged diplomat-
ic battles over basic military
needs.

“In the end, we had to work
around US pressure,” he con-
cluded. “If we had followed
all their advice, our enemies
would have sensed weakness.
Instead, we acted in Israel’s
best interest - even when it
meant standing up to our
closest ally.”
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Jews, Israel can never cooperate with AfD, FPO

* By ELDAD BECK
Jerusalem Post Corespondent

VIENNA - This week, the far-
right Alternative for Germa-
ny (AfD) became the second
strongest party in Germa-
ny. Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Gideon Sa'ar officially
announced in Brussels that
Israel was normalizing rela-
tions with three other far-
right European parties that
had been boycotted by Jeru-
salem until now: France’s
National Rally, the Swed-
ish Democrats, and Vox in
Spain.

Prior to this, the Likud
was admitted as an observer
to the Patriots for Europe
caucus in the European Par-
liament, in which all three
parties are members, as well
as the far-right Freedom
Party of Austria. FPO used
the meeting between its rep-
resentatives and those of
the Likud at the Congress
of the Patriots in Madrid to
announce the end of Isra-
el’s long boycott against this
party. B

Since the FPO was at the
same time downgrading
relations with Israel in the
coalition negotiations it
held to form a new govern-
ment in Austria, the Likud
had to retract its reconcilia-
tory position and announce
that it is distancing itself
from the FPO, which made
the party very angry.

While Israel is looking for
ways to create new politi-
cal alliances in a changing
Europe, Ariel Muzicant,
president of the European
Jewish Congress and former
head of the Austrian Jewish
community, feels a growing
despair, not only because
of the extremely troubled
times that Jews are experi-
encing all over Europe, espe-
cially after the October 7
massacre, but at the growing
misunderstanding among
the Israeli government on
the position of European
Jewry as well.

“The results of the Ger-
man election show that we
have in Europe a strengthen-
ing of the extreme Left and
Right,” Muzicant said in an
interview with The Jerusalem
Post.

“What the Jews in Europe
feel today, and Germany
is a very good example for
that, is that we are between
a rock and a hard place: the
extreme Right, the extreme
Left, and the Islamists. We
don’t have a problem with
right-wing populist parties.
We have a problem with par-
ties that cross a certain red-
line, on the Left and Right,
when it comes to antisemi-
tism and to national-social-
ist ideas.

“The AfD in Germany and
the FPO in Austria are classic
examples of that. The Jew-
ish communities have good
relations with [[talian Prime
Minister] Giorgia Melo-
ni, [Dutch far-right leader|
Geert Wilders, and others.
But they can not have rela-
tions with parties like the
AfD and FPO for the simple
reason that they have Nazi
or neo-Nazi origins, deny
the Holocaust, and promote
antisemitic views.”

Can vou do something

to change this situation?

1.5 million European Jews
can not persuade 500 million
Europeans. [ can only tell you
that the situation makes us
extremely nervous. The tsu-
nami of antisemitism that fol-
lowed the atrocities of October
7 and the shock wave through-
out the Jewish communities,
seeing how Israel was attacked
and the terrible situation of
the hostages and their families,
has dramatically changed the
perception of our well-being in
Europe as Jews.

The main question for us is
not if we can change some-
thing about the extreme Right.
The main question for us is,
do we have a future in Europe,
and how do we deal with the
tremendous shock after what

CO-LEADERS of the far Right Alternative for Germany party, Alice Weidel and Tino Chrupalla,
react after giving a media statement on the day of the party’s parliamentary fraction meeting
following the German general elections in Berlin, last week. (Lisi Niesner/Reuters)

happened to so many Israe-
lis? I don't know if the Israelis
understand how much this has
affected and shocked European

Jewry.

Do you reject any contact
with the AfD and FPO?
We cannot talk to the AID

and FPO at all. This is categoric,
and it is not going to change.
[ have an ongoing fight with
some members of certain Israe-
li parties who think that they
have to meet and talk to AfD
and FPO politicians.

Why do I have this stance?
Because in Austria and in Ger-
many - where national-social-
ism came from, where the per-
petrators originated from - a
Jew who wants to live in these
countries must have a very clear
stand against what we call in
German “Keller-Nazis,” base-
ment Nazis, who only expose
their true views among them-
selves, and open Nazis and
open antisemites that we have
in the AfD and the FPO.

It's a totally different situa-
tion to the other populist right-

wing parties, which you have in
Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden,
and other places.

So you won't talk
to the AfD or the FPO
no matter what?

If tomorrow these parties
get rid of all their Nazis,
meaning 40% of their per-
sonnel, stop denying the
Holocaust, stop promoting
Nazi ideology, stop using Nazi
codes, then we will se. But, at
the moment, what we see is
exactly the opposite. Usage
of Nazi codes is increasing,
national-socialist ideas are
increasing, In Austria, FPO
leader Herbert Kickl presents
himself as a “volkskanzler,” a
people’s chancellor.

That is a classical Nazi term.
Re-immigration, “bevdlker-
ungsaustausch” (population
transfer) - all these are con-
stantly used codes, which are
meant for the ears of the Nazi
supporters and are a clear
proof that these two parties
have not changed. A prom-
inent member of the AfD,

Maximilian Krah, said that
not all members of the 55
were criminals.

Kickl said exactly the same
in a debate with me in 2010.
For Krah’s quote, the AfD was
excluded from the Patriots
group in the European Par-
liament: the FPO, however,
was not excluded. It is exactly
the same wording and prov-
ocation. 5o why should we
now consider changing our
attitude towards them?

The problem that [ have
with some Israeli politicians
is that they do not know his-
tory, and they do not speak
to the Jewish communities.
They think that they know
better, and they tell us: “We
know better what is good for
Israel.” Well, they do not.

But how effective is boy-
cotting these parties since,
at the end of the day, you
see that it just makes these
parties stronger?

The “firewall” against these
parties is indeed not effective.
They are indeed getting stron-

The future of my grandchildren is definitely not here, says EJC president

ger and stronger. But, under-
stand: as a Jew, who is second
generation to Holocaust sur-
vivors, with all the Jews who
were murdered by Austrians
and Germans, we must retain
a certain moral and political
position. If we lose this posi-
tion, we have no right to live as
proud Jews in these countries.
We should pack and leave. It’s
different if you live in Spain.

You say that Jews do not
feel at home here any-
more, but Israel, after

October 7, is not seen
anymore as a safe haven.

What are the options?

European Jews are des-
perate. They are not only
desperate because their plan
B - Israel as a safe haven
- seems to have collapsed,
but because of how much
they are affected by what is
going on inside Israel. Many
in the Jewish communities
mobilized to help the hos-
tages and their families. This
situation has shocked every-
body.

The communities are over-
whelmed with the necessity
to stand by Israel. It is not
just the war but the whole
mess that happened before
the war, with the demon-
strations against the judi-
ciary reform. Jews always
believed that Israel is a real
democracy, and with all the
differences between the Left
and Right, the Israelis will
somehow overcome their
problems.

The situation for us is bad.
Jews have understood that
Canada, the UK, and Aus-
tralia are not safe havens,
while Israel as a plan B is a
difficult choice because peo-
ple are afraid. On the other
hand, I met with people of
the Aliyvah and Integration
Ministry and the Jewish
Agency and told them that
if they act right, they might
have one million olim from
Western countries, especial-
ly from Europe where Jews
say that they've had enough

of the antisemitic tsunami
and there is no future for
them in Europe. But we are
afraid of what is happening
in Israel. We are very con-
cerned that infighting will
start again.

Doesn’t Israel need
a strong Diaspora

in such difficult times?

To have a strong Diaspora, we
have to build it. The Diaspora
right now is in a bad condition.
Not every Jew is going to make
aliyah. It will be a decision each
person will have to make for
themselves. But I can tell you
that young Jews who have a
strong Jewish identity are going
to move to Israel. They've had
enough. Those who are afraid
of the situation in Israel or have
less Jewish roots and identity
will continue tolive in the Dias-
pora.

Nobody expected that Octo-
ber 7 would completely change
the Diaspora. Solidarity with
Israel has risen tremendously
- as much as antisemitism has
risen. To have a strong Dias-
pora, we need the Israeli gov-
ernment to understand that
its best ally, besides the US, is
the Jewish Diaspora. Talking to
the Diaspora, understanding
the Diaspora, and helping the
Diaspora are necessities.

Unfortunately, we have some
members in the [sraeli govern-
ment that just don’t under-
stand the problem. It's not spe-
cific to the incumbent govern-
ment, but in this government,
there are some members who
we are really angry with.

What did October 7
do to you personally?
There are two events that
changed my life. The first was
the Six Day War, and the sec-
ond was October 7. 1 have par-
ticipated in building the Jewish
community in Austria for over
five decades, and today, | am
asking myself if it was the right
thing to do. The future of my
grandchildren is definitely not
here. | have become more Zion-
ist than [ was before.

Bibas family sues
Al Jazeera for
alleged Hamas ties

* Jerusalem Post Staff

A group of American victims
from the October 7 terrorist
attack in Israel has filed a law-
suit against Al Jazeera Media
Network and its US subsidiary,
alleging that the Qatar-based
news outlet directly supported
Hamas and Palestinian Islam-
ic Jihad (PIJ). The lawsuit, filed
under the US Anti-Terrorism
Act (ATA), claims that the net-
work knowingly aided these
designated terrorist organi-
zations by providing a glob-
al platform for propaganda,
recruitment, and incitement to
violence.

The complaint, filed in the
US District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, alleges that
Al Jazeera employed operatives
linked to Hamas and PIJ as jour-
nalists, compensated terror-
ist leaders for interviews, and
spread extremist narratives.
The plaintiffs argue that these
actions contributed to the
planning and execution of the
October 7 attack, which result-
ed in the deaths of over 1,200
civilians, including US citizens,
and led to mass kidnappings.

Among the plaintiffs is Mau-
rice Shnaider, the uncle of mur-
dered victims Shiri, Ariel, and
Kfir Bibas. Attorneys Robert .
Tolchin from New York and
Nitsana Darshan-Leitner from
Israel represent the plaintiffs.
Meanwhile, Jordan Cope, the
Director of Policy Education
at StandWithUs, is a legal con-
sultant. The lawsuit highlights
longstanding allegations that
Al Jazeera has close ties to ter-
rorist organizations, a claim
frequently supported by Israeli
officials and security experts.

“Terrorist  organizations
require financial support, logis-

tical networks, and media out-
lets to further their agenda,”
said Darshan-Leitner, president
of Shurat HaDin. “The evidence
shows Al Jazeera has acted as an
accomplice to Hamas and PIJ,
promoting their ideology and
enabling their operations.”

The complaint alleges that Al
Jazeera’s journalists included
multiple Hamas and PI] oper-
atives, some directly involved
in the October 7 attack. The
network is also accused of glo-
rifying terrorists, inciting fur-
ther violence, and financially
supporting individuals linked
to these groups. Exclusive
interviews with Hamas leaders
- some of whom orchestrated
attacks on Israeli and American
civilians - are cited as evidence
in the case.

Under the ATA, US victims of
terrorism can pursue damages
from those who provide mate-
rial support to terrorist orga-
nizations. Plaintiffs include
survivors of the attack and the
families of Americans killed
or injured. Shnaider expressed
his family’s anguish: “The
brutal murder of Shiri, Kfir,
and Ariel by Gaza terrorists
is an unspeakable atrocity
that has shattered our family
forever. The kidnapping and
killing of toddlers is beyond
comprehension. While no
lawsuit can erase our pain, we
are determined to seek justice
and hold those responsible
accountable.”

This legal action is part of a
broader effort to combat terror-
ism financing and propaganda.
The attorneys involved spe-
cialize in addressing extremist
groups through legal measures,
aiming to dismantle the global
networks that support terrorist
organizations.

BBC: Production co. knew
docu was linked to Hamas

* By MICHAEL STARR

The production company
for a BBC Gaza documentary
featuring people tied to Hamas
paid the wife of a Hamas official
and was aware of the links to
the terrorist organization, the
British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion said in a Thursday state-
ment addressing the outrage
surrounding it.

A BBC spokesperson said that
Hovo Films had paid the moth-
er of the boy that narrated the
Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone
documentary, but had report-
edly assured that no payments
were made to members of
Hamas or its affiliates, despite
their acknowledgment that
they knew the boy’s father was
a deputy agriculture minister in
the Hamas government.

A full audit of program
expenditures is reportedly set
to be conducted to obtain addi-
tional assurance that £400,000
of BBC funds did not go to the
proscribed terrorist organiza-
tion, and the BBC said it was
requesting financial accounts
from the production company.

The state broadcaster blamed
Hovo Films for failing to dis-
close the Hamas connections
to the BBC despite being privy
to them.

“During the production
process, the independent pro-
duction company was asked in
writing a number of times by
the BEC about any potential
connections he and his family
might have with Hamas,” said
the BBC spokesperson.

Amid calls for an indepen-
dent inquiry, the BBC said
that editorial complaints and
reviews director Peter Johnston
would review all the issues with
the program. The spokesperson
asserted in the statement that
Johnston was independent of
BBC News and reported direct-

ly to the organization’s direc-
tor-general.

Hoyo Films said in a state-
ment that it was fully cooperat-
ing with Johnston.

“When we were commis-
sioned to make Gaza: How
to Survive a Warzone, our aim
was to make an engaging and
insightful documentary about
the lives of young people in
Gaza,” Hoyo Films explained.
“We felt it was important to
hear from voices that haven't
been represented on screen
throughout the war with dig-
nity and respect - and to tell
the story about the devastating
impact of war on their everyday
lives.”

The BBC statement came
after the BBC Board’s Thurs-
day meeting, with the board
acknowledging that there were
“serious flaws in the making of
this program.”

“Some of these were made
by the production company,
and some by the BBC; all of
them are unacceptable. BBC
News takes full responsibility
for these and the impact that
these have had on the corpora-
tion’s reputation,” said the BBC
spokesperson. “We apologize
for this.”

During a Thursday parlia-
mentary session, Secretary of
State for Culture, Media, and
Sport Lisa Nandy said that
she had discussed the doc-
umentary scandal with BBC
director-general Tim Davie
earlier that week and sought
“cast-iron assurances that no
money paid has fallen into
the hands of Hamas.”

Conservative Party lead-
er Kemi Badenoch on Friday
thanked the BBC board for tak-
ing the scandal seriously, but
said that television license fee
payers deserved more answers.

Badenoch noted on X/Twitter
that if the BBC repeatedly asked

about Hamas ties, they must
have had suspicions about the
issue. She also rejected the
BBC's investigation as inde-
pendent, since the department
was staffed by BBC employees.
Badenoch reiterated the warn-
ing in her letter last Sunday to
Davie that the party’s support
of license fees was dependent
on the institution’s response to
its bias issues.

Yesh Atid chairman and
opposition leader Yair Lapid
said on X on Friday that it was
difficult to take the BBC's apol-
ogy seriously when the broad-
caster demonstrated systemic
bias against Israel.

Researcher David Collier,
who discovered the documen-
tary’'s Hamas connections
in a February 18 exposé€, also
warned on social media that
the issues at the BBC were not
just about one documentary.

“They have been producing
Hamas propaganda for years,”
said Collier. “The only differ-
ence this time is that we proved
it.”

After the documentary was
pulled from its streaming ser-
vice, over 800 media figures
and workers issued a joint state-
ment condemning a “cam-
paign” against the film.

“A campaign has sought to
discredit the documentary
using the father of 14-year-old
Abdullah al-Yazouri, one of the
film’s child protagonists,” read
the letter.

MP Claudia Webbe said on
social media on Thursday that
the documentary was removed
because it documented “Israel’s
genocide” and made “the pow-
erful uncomfortable.”

Socialist commentator Owen
Jones said Friday on X that the
BBC was whitewashing “one
of the most obscene crimes of
our age” by removing the doc-
umentary.

GLAZER AT CESAR AWARDS:

‘Holocaust used
as excuse to justify
genocide in Gaza

* By MICHAEL STARR

The Zone of Interest director
Jonathan Glazer reiterated
claims that the Holocaust was
being hijacked to justify massa-
cres of Gazans in a letter, read at
Friday’s 2025 César Awards.

Glazer was not in France to
accept the award for best for-
eign film, but a proxy read a
message to the audience assert-
ing that the Holocaust film’s
subject of dehumanization was
“alarmingly” relevant.

“The Holocaust and Jewish
security are being used to jus-
tify the massacres and ethnic
cleansing in Gaza after the
October 7 massacre and the
hostage-taking in Israel,” read
Glazer's letter. “In both cases,
these are acts of terrorism
against innocent people made
possible by the dehumaniza-
tion of people on the other side
of the wall of the zone of inter-
est.”

Glazer's statement was met
with applause and cheers

from the audience of the Paris
national film awards.

Council of Jewish Institu-
tions of France (CRIF) president
Yonathan Arfi said Saturday
that for their applause, the
audience had won the award
for “indignity” and Glazer the
award for “indecency” for his
Holocaust comparisons.

“(zaza is not Auschwitz. This
collective jubilation in turn-
ing the memory of the Shoah
against Israel is a form of revi-
sionism as perverse as it is dan-
gerous,” Arfi said on X/Twitter.
“Hamas could not dream of a
better ambassador.”

Glazer said in his letter that
he was echoing what he had
said during his March 10 accep-
tance speech for the Oscar for
Best International Film.

“Right now, we stand here as
men who refute their Jewish-
ness and the Holocaust being
hijacked by an occupation that
has led to conflict for so many
innocent people,” Glazer said
in his acceptance speech.

ENGLISH DIRECTOR Jonathan Glazer (right) accepts the award for
Best International Feature Film for ‘The Zone of Interest,” in
Hollywood, in March. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP via Getty Images)
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Pro-Israel group to honor Steve
Bannon despite his Nazi-like salute

* By BEN SALES/JTA

An Orthodox right-wing
pro-Israel group will honor
Steve Bannon nine days after
the former Donald Trump
adviser faced criticism for a
gesture that resembled a Nazi
salute.

Neither the gesture nor the
rebuke fazed Israel365, whose
founder calls it “Israel’s voice
in the MAGA movement”
and which caters to an evan-
gelical Christian audience.
On Saturday night, the group
is hosting an event in Dallas
where, it confirmed to the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, it
will proudly fete Bannon as
the guest of honor.

Bannon - whose podcast,
“War Room,” commands
considerable influence
among pro-Trump diehards
- will also deliver a speech
and answer questions. The
event is hosted by Israel365
Action, the group’s advocacy
arm, which is running a slate
in the upcoming elections for
the World Zionist Congress.

“We are grateful to Steve
Bannon for using his voice
and his War Room platform
to help the Jewish State
achieve Total Victory and
are proud to honor him this
Saturday night as a Warrior
for Israel,” Rabbi Tuly Weisz,
Israel365’s founder, wrote in
an email to JTA.

In a subsequent message,
he wrote, “Anyone who lis-
tens to Bannon knows that
he is a Warrior for Israel and
is frequently even criticized
for being the most pro-Israel
voice in the movement.”

Even as Israel365 is rebuff-
ing those who call Bannon
an antisemite, the event has
sparked some local contro-
versy. It was originally set to
take place at a local Ortho-
dox Jewish day school, Akiba
Yavneh Academy, but at least
one parent complained, and
the school canceled.

“Appalled and embarrassed
that my children’s school is
the location this event is tak-
ing place,” the parent, who
asked to remain anonymous,
wrote on Torah Trumps Hate,
a Facebook group largely of
Orthodox Jews who oppose
Trump. “How any Jewish
group is comfortable aligning
with antisemite Steve Ban-
non is crazy to me.”

The parent praised the
school for canceling. Akiba

STEVE BANNON speaks during the Conservative Political Action Conference at the Gaylord
National Resort Hotel and Convention Center, in February, in Maryland.
(Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)

Yavneh did not respond to
JTA requests for comment on
Friday, but Weisz confirmed
that the school canceled the
event booking shortly after
Bannon was announced as a
speaker.

The school is not the only
institution to distance itself
from Bannon. His gesture
at the conservative confab
CPAC last week drew criticism
from Jewish groups, includ-
ing the Anti-Defamation
League, which called out his
“long and disturbing history
of stoking antisemitism and
hate, threatening wviolence,
and empowering extremists.”

THE BLOWBACK extended
beyond the Jewish commu-
nity and into Bannon’s own
political camp. Far-right
French leader Jordan Bardel-
la canceled his own CPAC
appearance because of Ban-
non’s gesture, which Bardel-
la called “a gesture alluding
to Nazi ideology.” Bannon
denied it was a Nazi salute
and said Bardella “wets him-
self like a little child.”

The gesture was the latest
one by a pro-Trump figure
after Elon Musk, the billion-
aire Trump adviser, made a
similar salute at an inaugura-
tion event in January, draw-
ing widespread criticism.

Another wave of criti-
cism came in response to
Bannon's subsequent state-
ment that “the number-one
enemy to the people in Isra-
el are American Jews that
do not support Israel and do

not support MAGA.”

Weisz says accusations of
antisemitism against Bannon
are misinformed and defam-
atory. He said his group was
“fighting ferociously against
the dangerous antisemitism
slowly metastasizing on the
far Right” — and called Ban-
non a staunch ally in that
battle.

He called Bannon a “coun-
terweight” to far Right voices
such as Candace Owens and
Tucker Carlson, who have
criticized Israel and made a
series of statements widely
seen as antisemitic. (Carlson
also has Trump’s ear: He spoke
at the Republican National
Convention last vear and
has visited the White House
since the president returned
to office.)

“When people get demon-
ized unjustly as antisemites,
it makes the charge of Jew
hatred meaningless,” Weisz
wrote. “Instead of letting the
ADL dupe the Jewish commu-
nity by demonizing him as
an antisemite in an effort to
cancel his voice, we decided
to get him in front of a Jew-
ish audience so the pro-Israel
community can actually hear
what he has to say.”

Weisz later clarified that
the group’s invitation to Ban-
non was unconnected to the
CPAC controversy. He called
the timing “fortuitous.”

This is not Bannon's first
invitation to a Jewish con-
servative pro-Israel event.
He spoke at a 2017 gala of
the Zionist Organization of

America, where he called
himself a “Christian Zionist.”

For Israel365, which fierce-
ly supports Israeli West Bank
settlements and seeks to
build bridges between evan-
gelical Christians and Israel,
the Bannon invitation is the
latest manifestation of its
outspoken support for Trump
and his “Make America Great
Again” movement.

ISRAEL365 ACTION'S exec-
utive director, Rabbi Pesach
Wolicki, has been called
the “MAGA rabbi” by other
Trump supporters and is a fre-
quent guest on “War Room.”
He said in a video that he
and Bannon have “a close
personal friendship,” and he
dismissed concerns about the
gesture, which he acknowl-
edged “looked very much like
a Nazi salute.”

When it came to Bannon’s
statement about American
Jews who don't support Isra-
el, Wolicki said he agreed. He
pointed to a Reform Jewish
organization that raised con-
cerns about evangelical leader
Mike Huckabee, Trump’s pick
for US ambassador to Israel
because Huckabee opposes a
Palestinian state.

“The greatest enemy of the
Jewish people in America for
sure is the progressive left-
wing establishment of the
Jewish people, those same
people who call Steve Bannon
an antisemite,” Wolicki said
in the video.

He continued, “Now, what
was he doing with his arm

there? I don't know. Maybe
he was trolling some peo-
ple, maybe he was just wav-
ing, and it came out a little
strange. | have no idea what
Steve was doing there. But
focusing on that is missing
the point.”

In a War Room appearance
in February, Wolicki praised
Trump’s plan to completely
depopulate Gaza of Pales-
tinians and have the United
States take over the territory
- which has drawn biparti-
san and international oppo-
sition. He said it “makes sense
from every perspective.”

Saturday night’s event will
also honor local Jewish lead-
ers, including an Orthodox
rabbi, a conservative activ-
ist, and an Israeli emissary at
Akiba Yavneh. A pastor, who
emphasizes Christianity’s
Jewish roots and who is active
in Holocaust remembrance,
will also receive an award.

The event page also touts
Israel365 Action’s campaign
in the upcoming elections for
the World Zionist Congress,
a body elected by Jews world-
wide that allocates $1 billion
to Jewish causes annually and
oversees institutions such as
the Jewish National Fund.
The Israel365 slate advocates
a staunchly right-wing vision
for Israel, including opposi-
tion to a Palestinian state and
perpetual Israeli control of
the West Bank.

The slate was involved in
its own controversy a few
months ago when David
Friedman, Trump’s former
ambassador to Israel, public-
ly distanced himself from it.
His statement came at a time
when dozens of people left
the slate around allegations
that it was promoting a hid-
den Christian agenda.

[srael365 denies those
allegations and says people
focusing on its latest contro-
versial honoree are also off-
base. Weisz warned that Jews
who fight against the MAGA
movement do so at their own
peril.

“If the Jewish establish-
ment thinks the best course
of action is to push MAGA
away by unjustly demonizing
them as antisemites, it will
only become a self-fulfilling
prophecy,” he wrote to JTA.
“MAGA is the ascendant force
in American politics, and the
Jewish establishment is miss-
ing the plot.”

AUSTRALIA IN CRISIS:

39 campuses
adopt definition
of antisemitism

* By MICHAEL STARR

Thirty-nine Australian uni-
versities adopted an antisem-
itism definition to coordinate
their approach to anti-Jewish
behavior, the academic rep-
resentative body Universities
Australia said on Thursday.

The definition - closely
aligned with the Internation-
al Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance working definition
- describes antisemitism as
discrimination or harassment
that “impedes Jews’ ability to
participate as equals in educa-
tional, political, religious, cul-
tural, economic or social life.”

“It includes hate speech,
epithets, caricatures, stereo-
types, tropes, Holocaust deni-
al, and antisemitic symbols,”
reads the definition. “Target-
ing Jews based on their Jewish
identities alone is discrimina-
tory and antisemitic.”

While criticism of the Israeli
government and state was not
deemed as antisemitic, the
definition contends that such
criticism can be antisemitic
when it is grounded in clas-
sical anti-Jewish tropes, calls
for the elimination of the
country or all Jews, or to hold
Jews accountable for Israel’s
actions.

“All  peoples, including
Jews, have the right to self-de-
termination. For most, but
not all Jewish Australians,
Zionism is a core part of their
Jewish identity,” reads the
definition. “Substituting the
word ‘Zionist’ for ‘Jew” does
not eliminate the possibility
of speech being antisemitic.”

Shadow Education Minis-
ter and Liberal Party Senator
Sarah Henderson welcomed
the move on Wednesday,
during an address at the
Address to 2025 Universities
Australia Solutions Summit -
but argued that the decision
came too late.

“S0 much damage has been
done,” said Henderson, add-
ing that if elected, her party
would require all universities
to adopt the “more robust”
[HRA definition.

Australian Greens Deputy
Leader and spokesperson for
Higher Education Senator
Mehreen Farugi attacked the
universities” decision on Sun-
day as an attempt to restrict
criticism of Israel.

“Shamefully, universities
have betrayed their students,
their staff, and their reputa-
tion by shutting down free
speech and criticism of Isra-
el. They are weaponizing
antisemitism to sanitize cam-
puses of anyone who speaks
up for Palestinian human
rights or against Israel's
genocide and occupation,”
Farugi said in a statement.
“By adopting a definition of
antisemitism that threatens
academic freedom, silences
Palestinian voices, and pre-
vents legitimate criticism of
Israel, they have failed their
staff, students, and the very
mission of higher education.”

The Australian Federa-
tion of Islamic Councils on
Thursday also expressed con-
cern about the definition’s
potential to limit legitimate
criticism of Israel, with AFIC
president Dr. Rateb Jneid say-
ing in a statement that “If
universities are to remain
spaces where complex global
issues can be navigated safely
and constructively, they must
reject such restrictive defini-
tions.”

Amnesty International also
condemned the definition on
Thursday.

“This dangerous defini-
tion will be used to silence
students and staff alike, sup-
press protest, and shut down
criticism of Israel’s geno-
cide against Palestinians in
(;aza, the unlawful brutal
and unlawful military occu-
pation as well as apartheid
that we determined to be a
crime against humanity,”
said Amnesty International
Australia’s Occupied Palestin-
ian Territory Spokesperson
Mohamed Duar.

Theantisemitism definition
came in response to a recom-
mendation from the Parlia-
mentary Joint Committee on
Human Rights. The February
inquiry into antisemitism at
Australian universities report
called for the adopting of a
definition close to the IHRA
proposal.

The committee found a
“disturbing prevalence of
antisemitism,” including
“brazen” incidents that had
gone unaddressed, resulting
in Jewish students and staff
feeling unsafe and hiding
their identities.

US antisemitism
squad to visit
ten universities

* Jerusalem Post Staff

The US Federal Task Force to
Combat Antisemitism will visit
10 university campuses where
reports of discrimination
against Jews have been made,
the US Public Affairs Office said
on Friday.

The reports on antisemitic
incidences that encouraged
the task force’s visits were all
made after the October 7, 2023,
Hamas attacks.

The universities the task
force will visit are Columbia
University; Harvard Universi-
ty; George Washington Uni-
versity; New York University;
the University of California,
Los Angeles; the University of
California, Berkeley; the Uni-
versity of Southern California;
Johns Hopkins University;
Northwestern University; and
the University of Minnesota,
according to the US Depart-
ment of Justice.

Leading task force member
Leo Terrell notified the 10 insti-
tutions that the force was made
aware of allegations that the
schools failed to protect their
Jewish students and faculty
members from discrimination.

Terrell also said that the task
force will meet with the leader-
ship from each university, law
enforcement from the cities
in which the institutions are
located, and community mem-

bers to gather information on
antisemitic incidences.

The US Justice Department
announced last month the
launch of the task force, which
includes representatives from
the US Department of Educa-
tion and the Department of
Health and Human Service,
following US President Donald
Trump’s “Executive Order on
Additional Measures to Com-
bat Antisemitism.”

Terrell, who is also the senior
counsel to the assistant attor-
ney-general for civil rights,
added that these visits to the
universities “are just one of
many steps this administration
is taking to deliver on the com-
mitment” to combat antisemi-
tism on college campuses.

In Trump’s executive order in
late January, the US president
said Hamas’s attacks in October
2023 unleashed an “unprece-
dented wave of vile antisemitic
discrimination, vandalism, and
violence against our citizens,
especially in our schools and
On OUr CAMPLUSES.

“Tewish students have faced
an unrelenting barrage of dis-
crimination; denial of access
to campus common areas and
facilities, including libraries
and classrooms; and intimida-
tion, harassment, and physical
threats and assault.”

Hannah Sarisohn contributed to

this report.

“There’s no longer hope for two-state solution
in my lifetime,” American Reform rabbi says

* Jerusalem Post Staff

Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch, a longtime 3

peace advocate and prominent Reform
rabbi, declared in a sermon on Saturday
that he has lost hope for a two-state solu-
tion in his lifetime, citing continued Pal-
estinian rejectionism and incitement.
He said that he still dreams of a future
where coexistence is possible, though.
Hirsch, of the Stephen Wise Free Syn-
agogue in New York, lamented what he
described as the definitive end of his life-
long hope for a peaceful two-state solu-
tion between Israelis and Palestinians.
“This was the week that finally ended
the hope, at least in my lifetime, for
a Palestinian state and a Jewish state
existing side by side,” Hirsch said. “The
Palestinians themselves strangled this

fragile hope in its crib.”

For decades, Hirsch has been an out-
spoken advocate for peace and coex-
istence. He remained steadfast in his
optimism even in the face of significant
setbacks, including the collapse of the
Oslo Accords and the violent aftermath
of the Camp David Summit in 2000,
maintaining his belief that a two-state

solution was still achievable.

“l have been my entire life, in all of
the 25 years since the collapse of the
Oslo Accords, committed to peace and

coexistence. Even after the Palestinians

rejected a state offer to them at Camp
David on practically all of the territo-
ry they said they wanted, and then
launched a brutal killing spree in the
restaurants, schools, hospitals, buses,
and streets of Israel, even then, I never

gave up hope,” he said.

This past week marked a turning point
for him. His disillusionment stems from
continued Palestinian rejectionism,

Palestinian society.

ongoing incitement against Israel, and
what he sees as a failure to foster a cul-
ture of moderation and tolerance within

“Until such time as the Palestinians
themselves say they want peaceful coex-
istence, two states living side by side,
we must cease deluding ourselves that a
two-state solution is available now,” he
said. “It is harmful to us and to the Pal-

estinians themselves, who are deprived
of the international support they need
to create a culture of moderation and
toleration, educating their children to
love peace rather than hate Jews.”
Despite his despair, Hirsch expressed a
lingering hope that history might prove
him wrong. “l hope I'm wrong,” he said.
“I hope that within a decade, you pull
out this sermon from our archives, wave

DESTROYED BUILDINGS are pictured in Jabalya on the first day of the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan, on
Saturday. (Bashar Taleb/AFP via Getty Images)

it in my face, and offer the incontrovert-
ible truth that I was wrong. Nothing
would please me more.”

Citing the biblical vision of universal
peace, he said: “l dream of the days
when nations shall beat their swords
into plowshares and spears into pruning
hooks, when they shall learn war no
more, and all shall sit under vine and fig
tree, and none shall be afraid.”
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‘Witnesses cannot testify concurrently with PM’

* By MICHAEL STARR

Having a defense wit-
ness testify concurrently
with Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu's corrup-
tion trial testimonies may
contaminate witness state-
ments, the prosecution told
the Jerusalem District Court
following a ruling accepting

the trial’s hearing schedule

change.
According to the Thurs-
day ruling, Netanyahu

would take the stand on
Mondays and Wednesdays,
with another defense wit-
ness testifyving on Tuesday,
but the prosecution warned
that the witnesses could
influence one another and

damage the authenticity
of their statements. The
defense could adapt its line
of inquiry and the defen-
dant could change his ver-
sion of events according to
what others testified.

“The testimony of these
witnesses is expected to
deal with issues and evi-
dence that the defendant

is still testifying about or is
expected to testify about in
his main examination and
cross-examination,” said
the prosecution.

The eight witnesses pro-
posed by the defense to tes-
tify parallel to the prime
minister over the next two
months are expected by
the prosecution to review

subjects such as the cham-
pagne and cigars Netanyahu
received from mogul Arnon
Milchan allegedly as part of
a bribe. Netanyahu has vet
to testify on the Case 1000
gifts affair.

Netanyahu's weekly testimo-
ny hearings were altered to two
days a week instead of three in
response to the complex politi-

cal and state security situations
the leader faced.

The judges had acknowl-
edged that conventionally wit-
ness testimonies do not over-
lap, but the need for efficiency
and the practical problems of
the case overshadowed the
standard.

NMNetanyahu had previous-
ly requested a similar docket

change when his testimonies
began in December but was
rejected by the court. In prac-
tice, due to constant delays and
cancellations, there have not
been three testimonies a week.
Netanyahu has 12 more
hearings for his testimony,
with Monday set to be his
14th session in the under-
ground Tel Aviv court.

HOSTAGES
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Mahmoud Mardawi said
Hamas would only release
the remaining Israeli hos-
tages under the terms of the
already agreed-upon phased
deal.

[srael blocked the entry
of aid trucks into Gaza on
Sunday as a standoff over the
truce that has halted fighting
for the past six weeks esca-
lated, with Hamas calling on
Egyptian and Qatari media-
tors to intervene.

“Hamas is currently con-
trolling all supplies and
goods sent to the Gaza Strip,”
the prime minister told sever-
al ministers on Sunday. “It is
abusing the Gaza population
trying to receive aid, shooting
at them, and turning human-
itarian aid into a terrorist
budget directed against us.
We will not accept this under
any circumstances.”

[sraeli officials believe that
right now Hamas has enough
aid for another five to six
months.

The White House said it
fully supported Israel’s move,
which was done in full coor-
dination with the Trump
administration.

“Israel has negotiated in
good faith since the begin-
ning of this administration
to ensure the release of hos-
tages held by Hamas terror-
ists. We will support their
decision regarding the next
steps, given that Hamas has
announced it is no longer
interested in a ceasefire,”
Brian Hughes, a spokesperson
for the US National Security
Council, told the Post.

Both Israel and the media-
tors are currently waiting for
Witkoff’s visit to the region,
expected by the end of the
week. “At this point, things
are stalled. No breakthrough
is expected before the visit,”
said two sources familiar with
the negotiations.

If agreed, the truce would
halt fighting until the end
of the Ramadan fasting peri-
od around March 31 and
the Passover holiday around
April 20.

The truce would be condi-
tional on Hamas releasing
half of the living and dead
hostages on the first day, with
the remainder released at the
conclusion, if an agreement
is reached on a permanent
ceasefire.

In the first phase of the
ceasefire, Hamas handed
over 33 Israeli hostages as
well as five Thais returned in
an unscheduled release, in
exchange for around 2,000
Palestinian prisoners and
detainees from Israeli jails
and the withdrawal of Israe-
li troops from some of their
positions in Gaza.

Under the original agree-
ment, the second phase was
intended to see the start of
negotiations over the release
of the remaining 59 hostages,
the full withdrawal of Israeli
troops from Gaza, and a final
end to the war.

However, the talks never
began, and Israel says all its
hostages must be returned for
fighting to stop.

A source said, “There is no
100% certainty that Hamas
will agree to the release of
additional hostages. If there
is no deal, preparations are
being made to return to war
within days.”

Thousands gathered in
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv last
night, calling to secure the
return of the remaining hos-

tages.

Reuters contributed to this
report. .
Continued from Page 1

killed in captivity and whose
bodies were returned to Isra-

el last month, is one of the
family members who joined
the council, along with Pnina
and Ofri, his mother and sis-
ter.

Orly Gilboa, whose daugh-
ter Daniella Gilboa was one
of five IDF observers freed in
the most recent hostage deal,
also joined the council, along
with Gali Idan, whose hus-
band, Tsachi Idan, was killed
in captivity and was buried
this weekend.

Family members of 5hlo-
mo Mantzur, Arbel Yehoud,
Karina Ariev, Omer Wenkert,
and many more freed, slain,
and still-captive hostages also
joined.

Freed hostage Yagil Yaakov,
who was released as part of
the first hostage deal when
he was just 13 years old and
whose father’s body is still
held by Hamas, also joined
the council.

New members of the
council signed a statement
demanding that a state inqui-
ry be formed to investigate
“among other things, the
management of the negoti-
ations for the return of our
loved ones.”

“Only a state commission of
inquiry can provide us with
answers, bring some peace
to our souls, and prevent the
next disaster. The failure to
establish a state commission
of inquiry and draw lessons
would mean harming the
security of the state.”

A state probe, or national
committee of inquiry, is the
most powerful probe in the
country’slegal system and the
only type of probe that oper-
ates completely independent-
ly of the political echelon.
[ts members are appointed
by the chief justice, and it
has the power to subpoena
witnesses and make personal
recommendations regarding
individuals.

The council laid out three
questions that it seeks to have
answered by a state inquiry:

1. Was bringing the hostag-
es back truly a central goal of
the war, as presented?

2. Were chances to bring
hostages back missed?

3. How many hostages
could have been brought
back alive?

“This past week once again
highlighted the hostage
disaster - the heartbreaking
funerals of the Bibas family
members, Oded Lifshitz, Tsa-
chi Idan, and Shlomo Man-
tzur, alongside the return of
the bodies of Itzik Elgarat and
Ohad Yahalomi. How many
of them could have been
saved if the state had fulfilled
its commitments?” the coun-
cil asked.

[t said a state commission of
inquiry must be established
immediately before the evi-
dence disappears.

“The internal investigations
presented to the families last
week are just the tip of the
iceberg and are in no way a
substitute for a comprehen-
sive investigation at all levels
- political, intelligence, and

military alike.”

Some 1,500 families
demand answers. Enough
with the foot-dragging,

enough with the disregard
for bereaved families. After
514 days - it’s time for truth,
accountability, and security.”

Eliav Breuer contributed to
this report. .

POLICY
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- and our policy is to remain
there, at the peak of Mount
Hermon and at the con-
trolled points, indefinitely,”
Katz said. “Southern Syria
must be a demilitarized zone
- we conveyed the messages,
and the IDF was prepared...
we have a great commitment
to our Druze friends in 5Syria,
we certainly strive to main-
tain contact with them.”

Katz also spoke about the
importance of the Phila-
delphi Corridor and how
quickly Hamas could return
to smuggling if Israel is not
there to control the problem.
“If you don’t hold this axis,
then, in those 42 days, every-
thing would be filled with
weapons. [ say this from a
security perspective, based
on the opinions of the peo-
ple and commanders on the
ground.”

In the West Bank, Israel
is working to remove terror
threats that have built up in
certain areas of the north-
ern West Bank. “The main
infrastructure of terrorism in
Judea and Samaria is the refu-
gee camps. For more than two
years, Iran has been pushing
weapons, funding, and guid-
ance into the camps to build
battalions, build a force, and
an eastern front,” Katz said.

A key part of ending the
threat is for the IDF to remain
in some areas of the northern
West Bank and completely
clear these areas of threats.
“The soldiers and command-
ers say that they are finally
being allowed to do what is
necessary, and the fact that
they are staying there means
that they do not have to come
and go every time,” Katz said.

This is important. Howev-
er, when analyzing the pol-
icy, it is clear Israel is trying
to change the equation on
multiple fronts. This will be a
challenge in the future. How
can [srael continue to deal
with buffer zones in Syria,
Lebanon, and Gaza, as well
as long-term battles in the
West Bank? This is a new kind
of policy. It has some com-
monalities with how Israel
also faced unrest on borders
between 1949 and 1956.

In fact, after 1967, the
unrest then moved to other
fronts, as Palestinian terror
groups attacked from Jor-
dan and then Lebanon in
the 1970s. Israel has, there-
fore, witnessed this process
again and again. Israel tried
to maintain a security zone
in southern Lebanon in the
1980s and 1990s.

This didn’t always work
well. When Israel left, Hez-
bollah filled the vacuum. The
challenge ahead is for Isra-
el to see if the new policy
will lead to peace or lead to
extremists continuing to fill
the vacuums on the border.

While Gaza, Lebanon, and
the West Bank are not new
phenomena in this respect,
the Syrian border looks
to be a new type of poten-
tial front. The Assad regime
worked with Iran, and this
threatened Israel. The weaker
the regime became, the more
[ran and Hezbollah operated
near the Golan.

This is the challenge for
[srael. Weak regimes create
power vacuums, and ungov-
erned spaces allow extremist
groups to exploit the situa-
tion. A policy of pushing into
buffer zones can help protect
[srael, but the question is
what will appear in the vacu-
um near these zones. .

IDF
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IDF for failing to try to
update him about the pre-in-
vasion signs as it was Net-
anyahu’s intelligence officer
and personal military sec-
retary who decided not to
wake or update him.

None of these points is
one-sided, but Netanyahu's
failure to allow an indepen-
dent review of these issues
does not bode well for taking
his narrative on them at face
value.

For example, he can legit-
imately argue that the
defense establishment sup-
ported containing and
deterring Hamas and facil-
itating Qatari payments to

keep Hamas from starting a
sudden “needless” war over a
lack of financing, as occurred
in 2014.

But there is another side to
this: It is possible that Net-
anyahu could have pursued
a more aggressively diplo-
matic option directly with
the Palestinians, or with a
Saudi normalization package
- normalize ties with Israel
and oust Hamas, in the effort
towards a broader resolution
with the Palestinians.

Sources in the Mossad have
said the Saudi option was
concrete, but that the prime
minister wanted to block
it to keep Hamas in Gaza
and to keep the Palestinian
Authority weak and isolated
in the West Bank - to thwart
any two-state solution.

Regardless of whether
these options would have
worked, and the position of
the defense establishment
on deterrence, it seems
undisputed that Netanya-
hu himself, as the prima-
ry decider of policy, was
in favor of keeping Hamas
in power, contained, and
deterred - as opposed to the
other options.

Likewise, Netanyahu can
legitimately say that there
were top defense officials,
like former Mossad chief
Yossi Cohen (2016-2021),
who were in favor of facilitat-
ing the Qatari funding. But,
there were defense officials
who opposed this, and most
defense sources portray the
prime minister as an active
promoter of the idea, not a
passive accepter of recom-
mendations.

Also, there were instances
where even Cohen in 2021,
and his successor, current
Mossad Director David Bar-
nea, recommended ending
the Qatari funding.

While it appears that many
IDF officials opposed this
during prime minister Naf-
tali Bennett’s era (mid-2021
to late 2022), leading to the
Qatari funding to continue,
even if limited in some ways,
Netanyahu dismissed any
such objections to Qatari
funding when he returned to
office in early 2023.

Also, the IDF provided Net-
anyahu a plan for conquer-
ing Gaza and ousting Hamas
in 2014, with military sourc-
es saying he sabotaged the
idea, leaking the estimated
expected losses to the media.

Netanyahu, in turn, has
said the IDF was against a
larger operation in Gaza in
2014 to begin with.

Regarding the judicial
reform legislation, Netanya-
hu can legitimately accuse
those reservists who publi-
cized their intent to refuse to
serve as being responsible for
weakening the military.

However, the vast majori-
ty of the political establish-
ment and the general public
as of now believe that the
legislation was too aggressive
and too rushed.

Further, once the reserv-
ists’ public opposition was
a fact on the ground, Net-
anvahu's refusal to pause
the judicial reform and his
active avoidance of security
warnings from top defense
officials in March and July
2023 were viewed by many
as a separate and significant
error.

The IDF probes have now
redeemed Netanyahu in a
sense on this issue, with the
conclusion that Hamas came
close to invading Israel twice
in 2022, long before the judi-
cial plans were pushed.

Yet the fact that Hamas
chose to go for the mass
invasion in October 2023 at
one of the lowest points for
the IDF - in terms of read-
iness - due to the judicial
reform debate and called off
the 2022 attempts, still leaves
significant room to blame
Netanyahu on the issue.

The issue of assassinations
is probably one of the hard-
est to evaluate.

There were times when
Netanyahu approved dar-
ing assassinations and times
when he did not. There were
also times when the defense
establishment pushed for
daring assassinations and
times when they did not.
5till, there were times when
the defense establishment
was split on the issue.

All the different sides of
this debate - trying to pres-
ent only one side as having
blocked assassinations - does
not do service to the com-
plex and constantly evolving
circumstances.

The assassinations issue
also cannot be separated
from the broader strategy of
how to best handle Hamas.

To the extent that both
the defense establishment
and Netanyahu believed
that Hamas could be con-
tained and deterred, there
was always a fair argument
against assassinations
because such moves could
lead to an “unnecessary”
war.

All of these officials were
wrong about deterrence and,
therefore, maybe also wrong
not to undertake the assassi-
nations, but it is hard to say
that Netanyahu wversus spe-
cific members of the defense
establishment were more or
less responsible for the error
of failing to assassinate top
Hamas officials.

The one thing that can be
said for certain is that all of
the defense officials and Net-
anyahu carry joint blame on
the issue.

Regarding the night of
October 6-7, it has been
unfair for Netanyahu to try
to blame all of the disaster on
those top IDF and Shin Bet
officials who misunderstood
the desperation and immedi-
acy of the invasion signs.

Unquestionably, these
top defense officials should
receive additional blame
for the errors they made
that night. But the virtual
universal view is that the
largest error was the failed
understanding that Hamas
was deterred for the whole
decade before, and this error
was continued decisively on
the evening of October 6-7.

In the pre-October 7 men-
tality, it appears that the
signs on the eve before the
invasion would not have
been sufficient to lead Net-
anyahu or anyone else to
suddenly realize that their
decade-long view of Hamas
was completely wrong and
to rush huge reinforcements
to the border.

In that light, the new rev-
elations that Netanyahu's
personal intelligence official
received updates from top
defense officials about the
signs of an invasion, which
he passed on to Netanyahu's
personal military secretary,
and which that secretary
did not pass on to the prime
minister, probably do not
change a lot.

What they do change is
that Netanyahu should be
holding his fire against the
top IDF and Shin Bet officials
for not realizing an invasion
underway because his per-
sonal security officials fell
into the same trap.

Indirectly, this means
that he had given them the
impression that he should
not be woken up for a bor-
derline security issue, not
all that different from Unit
8200 chief Yossi Sariel.

In short, the IDF and the
S5hin Bet have plenty to
answer for. But so does Net-
anyahu. .

BUDGET
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institutions that do not

meet the necessary crite-
ria laid out in Education
Ministry directives, such
as sufficient training for
teachers and minimal levels
of “core curriculum” stud-
ies, including English and
mathematics.

Funds labeled as “coali-
tion funds” require specific
legal approval to be distrib-
uted. However, funds that
are part of the base of the
budget do not require the
same levels of approval.

In addition, funds that are
part of the base of the bud-
get automatically remain
there in the ensuing years
unless specifically removed.
This raises the chances of
the funding becoming per-
manent.

A draft of a government
decision that appears as an
appendix to Goldknopf's
letter said that a “profes-
sional and legal exam-
ination” had concluded
that funds that had been
deemed “coalition funds”
for the past 10 years no lon-
ger needed to be labeled as
such.

However, according to
a source with knowledge
of the matter, the attor-
ney-general and the Finance
Ministry’s legal adviser had
not approved this conclu-
sion.

In response to criticism
by the opposition over the
significant hike in coali-
tion funds under the gov-
ernment, Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich indicated
in the past that he intends
to lower them by chang-
ing their label and making
them a part of the regu-
lar budget. However, the
move faced criticism from
Finance Ministry officials.

The 2025 budget is cur-
rently being prepared by
the Knesset Finance Com-
mittee and must pass into
law by the end of March,
or the government will
fall. According to the most
recent government deci-
sion on the matter, in late
November, the 2025 budget
will include slightly over
NIS 5b. in coalition funds.

However, the govern-
ment has yet to approve the
details of these funds. The
government was reportedly
set to approve the details
on Sunday, but removed the
issue from Sunday’s weekly
meeting agenda in the wake
of Goldknopt’s letter.

Goldknopt, on Sunday,
put out a statement detail-
ing what he claimed were
numerous violations of the
coalition agreements his
party signed with the Likud
prior to the government’s
formation in December
2022.

These included passing
a Basic Law: Torah Study
prior to the passing of the
2023 budget; funding two
projects involving food
stamps for poor families;
inserting the budget for
yeshivot into the base of
the budget already in 2023,
forming a new government
body within the Jerusalem
and Tradition Ministry to
“strengthen and fortify tra-
dition throughout the State
of Israel”; and, perhaps
most importantly, enter-
ing the two major private-
ly run haredi school sys-
tems already in 2023 into a
labor agreement called ofek
hadash (“new horizon”). =

EGYPT
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could function or even sur-
vive.

When ISIS gained a foot-
hold in Sinai several years
ago, it was Israel, specifical-
ly its air force and special
forces, that got the job done
and helped Egypt overcome
the severe problem. Today,

when Egypt faces criticism
in Congress and calls to cur-
tail US assistance due to its
human rights record, it is
to Israel that it turns for
assistance.

Thus, the relationship
cannot continue to be
one-sided. If we want to
solve the problem in Gaza,
we need to get Egypt to
play its part. It is not clear
whether Egypt wants to
solve the problem in Gaza
or perpetuate it. Judging by
Egypt's conduct, one gains
the impression that Egypt’s
strategy is to preserve the
problem to keep Israel occu-
pied with it.

In this way, Egypt main-
tains its status as a mediator
between Israel and Hamas,
while at the same time prof-
iting from smuggled goods
passing from Sinai to Gaza
as well as from goods pass-
ing “officially” through the
Rafah crossing.

In practice, Egypt col-
laborates completely with
Hamas. All of the positions
they convey in the context
of mediation efforts are
coordinated with Hamas.
Moreover, Egypt’s deploy-
ment in Sinai is well in
excess of that permitted by
the security annex of the
Camp David Accords. In
some cases, they have done
so with Israel’s permission;
in other cases, they have
unilaterally exceeded the
manpower and weapon-
ry permitted by the agree-
ment.

While Israel is preoccu-
pied with Hamas, Egypt has
been engaged in a dizzy-
ingly rapid force buildup,
purchasing new weapons in
large quantities. Moreover,
in all of Egypt's war exer-
cises, it is Israel that serves
as the target adversary, not
Libya, Saudi Arabia, or any
other country.

The entire framework of
relations between the US
and Egypt and between Isra-
el and Egypt needs to be
reviewed. Unfortunately, in
this domain, as in others
that have cost Israel dear-
ly, the political and security
establishment is beholden
to an outdated approach,
unwilling to consider new
ideas, and, in particular,
unwilling to contemplate
posing demands to the
Egyptian side.

The overall responsibility
for the Gaza Strip should
rest with Egypt, as it did
prior to 1967, under the
auspices of an Arab League
mandate. These are 22 Arab
countries that can back the
initiative both financially
and from a military and
organizational standpoint.
Egypt would be responsible
for the provision of electric-
ity, water, fuel, and com-
mercial goods into Gaza to
the roughly one million

Palestinians who would
remain there.
Trump’s initiative per-

taining to the relocation of
Palestinians offers, for the
first time, a genuine oppor-
tunity to change things for
the better by providing a
real and practical solution
to the core problems that
have cumulated in Gaza. It
opens the path to curtail-
ment of terror, alongside a
pragmatic and responsible
management of the area
to foster employment, eco-
nomic growth, and prosper-
ity.

We must make an effort
- the U5 and Israel - to con-
vince the Egyptians to play
an active role in implement-
ing Trump’s bold vision
and to confidently rebut
arguments raised against it,
which at their core are little
more than a reflection of
conventional, unimagina-
tive thinking.

The writer is the leader of
Yisrael Beytenui. .
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Israeli-Arab swimming champ Ayham Nasser
community in mourning

murdered:

* Jerusalem Post Sports Staff

Israeli swimming champion Ayham
Masser, a former national silver medal-
ist and record-holding youth athlete,
was shot and killed in Tira over the
weekend His murder has sent shock-
waves through the Israeli sports com-
munity and his hometown, underscor-
ing the alarming rise in violence within
Arab society.

Nasser, 25, was a rising star in Israe-
li swimming. He began his career at
Hapoel Hod Hasharon and later com-
peted for Hapoel Dolphin Netanya. In
2019, he won the Israeli youth cham-
pionship in the 50-meter backstroke at
the short course championships, set-
ting a national record. He later became
the silver medalist in the same event,
finishing just behind European cham-
pion Jonatan Kopelev.

Beyond his own achievements, he
was committed to training the next
generation, working as a swimming
instructor in recent years.

On Thursday night, Nasser was
returning home in a friend’s car when
gunmen lying in wait opened fire as he
stepped out. His father, Said, described
the horrifying moment: “He tried to
run, but they chased him and shot him
down at our doorstep. I built a house
for him, hoping he would live there one
day. They took him from me before that
dream could come true.”

His brother, Haithem, expressed dis-
belief: “No one could believe it. When
they published his name, everyone
thought it was a mistake. My brother
was full of life, always laughing with
me. [ still can’t comprehend that he’s
gone.”

Nasser was rushed to Meir Hospital
in Kfar Saba, where he succumbed to
his injuries the next day. His murder
remains under police investigation,
though he had no known ties to crim-
inal activity.

The Israeli swimming communi-
ty was devastated. His former coach,
Nikita Shklienko, called him “one of
the most talented swimmers I've ever
coached, a sprinter with exceptional

AYHAM NASSER was an active member of the Israel swimming community. The 25-year-old
was shot and killed over the weekend in Tira. (Guy Yechiely/lsrael Swimming Association)

underwater ability. But more than that,
he was a kind-hearted, generous person
who was always there for his team-
mates. His family was deeply involved
in supporting the club and its events.
This is an unbearable loss.”

The Israel Swimming Association
issued a statement mourning his death.

“We are shocked and deeply saddened
by the tragic loss of Ayham Nasser. He
was an exceptional backstroke swimmer,
a youth champion, and a national record
holder. He competed at the highest levels
and was an integral part of Israeli swim-
ming. Our thoughts are with his family
during this painful time.”

Member of Knesset Simon Davidson,
chairman of the Subcommittee on
Sports, also reacted with sorrow.

“Ayvham was an outstanding swim-
mer, one of our most promising tal-
ents. | followed his career for many
years and knew him as a dedicated and
hardworking athlete who achieved
great things. His murder is heartbreak-
ing. We are witnessing a horrifying
wave of violence - 46 people have
been murdered in Arab society since
the start of the year. This must stop.”

Nasser’'s murder was not an isolated
case. Just hours earlier, another man
was shot dead in nearby Kalansuwa,
and a six-year-old boy was critically
wounded in a separate shooting in
Ar’ara.

Community members fear the vio-
lence will escalate further, while frus-
tration grows over law enforcement’s
inability to curb the bloodshed.

Despite the rising death toll, police
have solved only two out of 46 murder
cases in Arab communities this vear.
Families of victims, like Nasser's, con-
tinue to demand justice, hoping their
loved ones’ deaths will not be in vain.

Nasser’'s murder has sparked outrage
and renewed calls for action against
the unchecked violence in Arab soci-
ety. Friends, family, and former team-
mates gathered to mourn his loss,
remembering him not only as a cham-
pion in the pool but also as a kind,
hardworking, and beloved figure in
his community.

As his loved ones struggle to come to
terms with his tragic death, they hope
that his story will serve as a wake-up
call, pushing authorities to take mean-
ingful steps to curb the violence and
prevent more promising young lives
from being cut short.

Nasser's tragic death leaves a void in
[sraeli swimming and a grieving com-
munity behind. His story is a painful
reminder of the fragility of life and the
urgent need to address violence.

While his achievements in the pool
will be remembered, his untimely
passing underscores a deeper crisis
that must be confronted before more
lives are lost.

Fulham bounces Man U from FA Cup; Brighton into quarters

2
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MANCHESTER (Reuters) - Ful-
ham knocked out FA Cup holder
Manchester United in a penal-
ty shootout in a dramatic fifth-
round tie on Sunday to secure
a spot in the quarterfinals after
the match ended 1-1 with goals
from Fulham’s Calvin Bassey
and United’s Bruno Fernandes.

Fulham goalkeeper Bernd
Leno saved Victor Lindelof’s
penalty, leaving United's Joshua
Zirkzee needing to bury his to
keep the Red Devils’ hopes alive.
Yet he fired his effort straight at
Leno sparking wild Fulham cel-
ebrations.

Fulham caught United’s
defense flat-footed from Andreas
Pereira’s corner to strike first
blood seconds before halftime,
with Rodrigo Muniz nodding
on for Bassey to head home.

Fernandes leveled in the 71st
minute when Diogo Dalot cut
it back from the left-hand side
and United’s skipper unleashed
a left-footed shot from just inside
the 18-vard box that sailed past
two Fulham defenders and goal-
keeper Leno on its way into the
far corner to send the game into
extra time.

Earlier Sunday, Danny Wel-
beck scored deep into extra time
to send Brighton & Howve Albion
into the quarterfinals with a dra-
matic 2-1 victory over Newcastle
United after both teams were
reduced to 10 men.

Newcastle’s Alexander Isak
and Brighton’s Yankubah Mint-
¢h scored in the first half and
Welbeck struck the winner in
the 114th minute with an exqui-
site finish from a tight angle.

[sak opened the scoring in the
22nd minute when he planted

MANCHESTER UNITED’S Victor Lindelof (right) reacts after his penalty is saved by Fulham’s Bernd
Leno (left) during the penalty shoot-out of the clubs’ FA Cup fifth-round duel, which Fulham
won 4-3 on penalties after it was knotted 1-1 after 120 minutes. (Phil Noble/Reuters)

his penalty, awarded after Mint-
eh fouled Tino Livramento,
beyond the reach of goalkeeper
Bart Verbruggen into the far cor-
ner of the net.

Minteh atoned for his mistake
when he sprinted on toa thread-
ed pass from Joao Pedro to equal-
ize in the 44th minute.

Newcastle’s Anthony Gordon
and Brighton’s Tariq Lamptey
were sent off in the closing stages
of normal time.

On Saturday, favourite Man-
chester City stayed on track for
an eighth FA Cup triumph but
was given a scare by second-ti-
er Plymouth Argyle and Bour-
nemouth reached the quarter-
finals for only the third time by
knocking out Wolverhampton
Wanderers.

Crystal Palace moved into the
last-eight after it beat second-ti-
er Millwall although their 3-1
win was marred by an injury to
French forward Jean-Philippe
Mateta who was taken to hospi-
tal with concussion and a head

wound after being clattered by
Millwall goalkeeper Liam Rob-
erts who was sent off.

Plymouth, second from bot-
tom of the Championship, had
stunned Premier League leader
Liverpool in the previous round
and thousands of fans made
the long trip from Devon to the
north west hoping for another
massive upset.

Maksym Talovierov gave them
reason to dream when he head-
ed Plymouth in front at The Eti-
had Stadium.

But teenager Nico O'Reilly
equalized with a header from a
Kevin de Bruyne free kick in first-
half stoppage time and the left-
back then put City in front late
onwith another header from De
Bruyne’s corner.

De Bruyne then made sure of
City’s progress in the final min-
ute but it was a battle for the Pre-
mier League champion, which
also came from a goal down to
beat third-tier Leyton Orient in
the previous round.

Bournemouth is chasing a
European qualifying spot in the
Premier League and its superb
season under Andoni Iraola con-
tinued as it beat top-flight rival
Wolves on penalties after a 1-1
draw on the south coast.

Evanilson gave Bournemouth
the lead after 30 minutes and
it should have finished the job
before Matheus Cunha leveled
for Wolves on the hour mark
with astunning long-range shot.

Cunha was sent off near the
end of extra time after a clash
with Bournemouth defender
Milos Kerkez.

Wolves full back Matt Doherty
had the chance to send his side
through in the penalty shoot-
out but missed the target and
when Boubacar Traore’s effort
struck the crossbar, Luis Sinis-
terra calmly sent Bournemouth

“l feel like we could have
done it in 90 minutes, but the
most important thing is we
got the win and we’re into the

next round,” Bournemouth's
Antoine Semenyo said.

Wolves could rue the loss of
Cunha in the relegation battle as
he faces a three-match ban.

“Cunha is a special player, he
played in extra time when he
was not in condition to play,”
manager Vitor Pereira said.

“Last three weeks he has had
a hamstring issue, emotional
side was high in game, a lot of
pressure and in the end it has
happened, we must now cope.”

Palace eased past south Lon-
don rival Millwall but not
without a cost. The 27-year-old
Maheta was kicked in the head
by Millwall keeper Roberts in the
seventh minute at Selhurst Park
and needed oxygen on the pitch
before being taken to hospital.

Roberts was shown a red card,
following a VAR review, after
coming off hisline toclearalong
ball and catching the on-rush-
ing Mateta in the head with his
raised studs.

Palace chairman Steve Parish

described Roberts’s challenge as
the most reckless he had ever
SEer.
An own-goal by defender
Japhet Tanganga in the 33rd
minute and a close-range effort
by Daniel Munoz put Palace in
command but 10-man Millwall
hit back before halftime through
Wes Harding. Eddie Nketiah,
who had replaced Mateta, sealed
Palace’s progress in the 81st min-
ute with a looping header.

Speaking at halftime to the
BBC, Parish said Mateta had sus-
tained a bad gash behind his ear
and a head injury and was being
assessed in hospital.

Preston North End is in the
quarterfinals for the first time
since 1966 after stunning Cham-
pionship rival Burnley 3-0 with
goals by Milutin Osmajic, Rob-
bie Brady and Will Keane.

Burnley has gone 12 successive
games in the Championship
without conceding a goal.

Aston Villa reached the last-
eight on Friday with a 2-0 victo-
ry over second-tier Cardiff City.

In the remaining fifth round
fixture, Ipswich Town travels to

Nottingham Forest on Monday.

SPORTS SHORTS

Grimes, Sixers beat Warriors to snap skid

Quentin Grimes scored a career-high 44 points as the Philadel-
phia 76ers snapped a nine-game losing streak with a 126-119
home victory over the Golden State Warriors late Saturday.

Guerschon Yabusele made five 3-pointers en route to 18 points
for Philadelphia, which played its first game since announcing that
Joel Embiid (knee) would miss the remainder of the season.

Kelly Oubre |r. had 20 points for the Sixers and Paul George
scored 17, while Tyrese Maxey dished out 11 assists while shooting
2-of-14 for five points.

Stephen Curry recorded 29 points and 13 assists to pace the
Warriors, who had won their previous five games. Golden State
played without Jimmy Butler (back) for the first time since acquir-
ing him in a trade with the Miami Heat last month.

In other action, De'Aaron Fox capped a back-and-forth affair
with a tiebreaking 20-footer with 2.6 seconds remaining, allowing
the visiting San Antonio Spurs to complete a 130-128 victory over
the Memphis Grizzlies.

Fox finished with 20 poeints, as did Devin Vassell, and Stephon
Castle had a team-high 24 off the bench for the Spurs, who won
for just the second time in six games since Victor Wembanyama
was lost for the season with a shoulder injury.

Elsewhere, DeMar DeRozan and Zach LaVine combined for 41
points as the visiting Sacramento Kings notched a 113-103 victory
over the Houston Rockets; Jalen Duren powered for 18 points, 11
rebounds and a career-high six blocks and the host Detroit Pistons
won for the ninth time in 10 games, downing the Brooklyn Nets
115-94; Khris Middleton and Bilal Coulibaly scored 17 points
apiece as the Washington Wizards won for just the second time
in nine games with a 113-100 conquest over the Charlotte Hor-
nets; and Giannis Antetokounmpo led the Milwaukee Bucks with
29 points in a 132-117 win at the Dallas Mavericks. * Reuters

Trump to pardon baseball great Pete Rose

US President Donald Trump said over the weekend he would
pardon baseball great Pete Rose, criticizing Major League Base-
ball for barring the all-time hit champion from the sport’s hall of
fame for gambling.

Rose, who died last year at 83, was banned from baseball for
life. He admitted in 2004 that he had bet on games, though never
against his own team.

“Over the next few weeks | will be signing a complete pardon
of Pete Rose, who shouldn’t have been gambling on baseball,
but only bet on his team winning,” Trump posted on Truth
Social. “He never betted against himself, or the other team. He
had the most hits, by far, in baseball history, and won more
games than anyone in sports history.”

Trump did not say what the pardon would cover. Rose pleaded
guilty in 1990 to felony charges of filing false tax retumns, news
reports said at the time.

In 2017 the Philadelphia Phillies canceled a ceremony to honor
Rose after allegations surfaced that he had had a sexual relation-
ship in the 1970s with a girl before she turned 16. He said she was
16, the age of consent, at the time, ESPN reported.

Rose, who spent most of his 1963-1986 career with the Cincin-
nati Reds, won the World Series three times and leads MLB5 all-
time charts in hits, games played, at-bats, singles and outs.

On Saturday, multiple sources reported that MLB Commission-
er Rob Manfred is considering a petition filed on Jan. 8 by Rose’s
family to have him posthumously removed from baseball’s ineli-
gible list, which could potentially open the door to Rose being
enshrined in the Baseball Hall of Fame. * Reuters
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Tale of two months

T his weekend saw two religious occurrences of dif-

ferent significance. The Muslim world welcomed

Ramadan, a month of spiritual reflection, disci-
pline, and renewal, while the Jewish calendar marked the
arrival of the month of Adar, a time of joy, resilience, and
salvation from destruction.

These two months - sacred in their respective traditions
- offer a stark contrast in how faith is invoked in times of
war. While Ramadan should inspire humility, peace, and
concern for the suffering of others, it is exploited by the
likes of Hamas and the [ranian regime to justify violence,
oppression, and destruction.

Meanwhile, Adar reminds Jews of their historical sur-
vival against those who sought their annihilation, name-
ly the Persian Empire, and offers a different lens through
which to view Israel’s war with Hamas.

For Muslims, Ramadan is a time of fasting, empathy,
and purification and is a period when believers are
meant to restrain from anger, avoid harming others, and
practice self-control. It is a month that teaches gratitude,
particularly for the basic necessities of life, and calls for
acts of charity and kindness to the less fortunate.

But in Gaza, Hamas has twisted Ramadan’s meaning
beyond recognition. Instead of protecting the vulnera-
ble, it hides behind civilians, turning them into human
shields. Instead of calling for peace, it refuses ceasefires
that could bring relief to its people. Instead of fasting
to feel the pain of the hungry, Hamas leaders feast in
luxury while ordinary Gazans struggle to survive. How
will the remaining living hostages pass this month while
remaining in captivity? Ramadan, which should be a
time of self-restraint, is being used by Hamas as a shield
for continued violence, hostage-taking, and terror.

Meanwhile, Israel, despite being at war, has taken all
necessary procedures to ensure the respectful observance
by Muslims in the country, including Israel Police’s strin-
gent policies to keep worshipers safe and avoid trouble.
The paradox is glaring: The Jewish state is doing its best to
ensure that its Muslim citizens can observe their holiest
month, while Hamas continues to violate the most basic
tenets of Islam.

In contrast, Jews enter Adar, a month of joy and
redemption. The Talmud teaches: “When Adar enters,
joy increases.” But this is not a naive, passive joy - it is
a joy born from the Jewish experience and the Jews’ tri-
umph over its enemies.

Adar is the month of Purim, the holiday that celebrates
the defeat of Haman, the Persian official who plotted
to annihilate the Jewish people. The parallels between
Haman and Hamas/Iran are impossible to ignore:

Haman sought the total destruction of Jews in the
Persian Empire; Hamas and Iran seek the destruction of
the Jewish state.

Haman's hatred is ideological, rooted in deep-seated
antisemitism. Hamas's charter openly called for Israel’s
destruction since its inception, not as a political dispute,
but as a religious duty.

In the Purim story, the Jews did not seek conflict, but
when faced with a threat to their existence, they defend-
ed themselves and endured, just as Israel does today in
the wake of October 7, confronting those who seek its
destruction.

Adar teaches that Jewish survival is not a given but
must be fought for and defended. Just as the Jewish
people overcame Haman in ancient Persia, we will, as a
nation, overcome Hamas in modern Gaza and the aya-
tollahs in Tehran.

Here lies the contrast between Adar and Ramadan,
between Israel and Hamas, between those who use faith
to uplift and those who use it to destroy.

This war is not just military; it is moral. It is a battle
between those who celebrate life and those who glorify
death.

Israel, even in war, continues to celebrate life, freedom,
and survival.

Hamas, even in the holy month of Ramadan, contin-
ues to spread suffering, destruction, and oppression.

This Adar, as Jews rejoice in their historical triumph
over enemies who sought their destruction, the message
must be clear: Israel will prevail, just as it has, time and
time again.

If Ramadan is to remain a sacred month, Muslim lead-
ers must reject Hamas’s perversion of Islam and demand
that faith be used for peace, not terror. This war is not
about religion - it is about who truly values life. And that
is a battle Israel will always fight and always win.

INBAR ASHKENAZI, C£O Jerusalem Post Group

DROR RONEN, Director of Circulation
GALIT SASSON, Deputy CEQ Commercial and Srategic Partnerships

EDITORIAL OFFICES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Jerusalem Post Building, PO Box 81, Jerusalem 9100002.
Telephone 02-531-5666, Fax 02-537-6553.
+ CUSTOMER SERVICE *2421, 03-761-9056, 1800-574574,
Fax 03-561-3699.
PO Box 9344, Tel Aviv 6109202
» ADVERTISING 15 Ha'achim Mislavita, Tel Aviv 6701027

Telephone 03-761-2000, Fax 03-561-0777.

* SUBSCRIPTIONS E-MAIL SUBSE|POST.COM

* ADVERTISING E-MAIL TRAFFIC@|POST.COM

» READERS LETTERS LETTERS|POST@ECMAIL COM
= OP-ED SUBMISSIONS OPED@E|POST.COM
» SALES SALESE|POST.COM
* COMMERCIAL CALITEE|POST.COM

Published daily E}cﬁt Saturday, in Jerusalem, lsrael by The Jerusalem Post Lid.
Registered at the GPO.
not copy, distribute, replicate, photograph, translate, store on a database,
transmit in any way (writing, printing or other medin) or by any electronic
means, optical, mechanical or ntgm\'isej any part of this newspaper
text, drawings, photographs, pictures, maps and grap
designed pages, induding voice recording and typing, without the express per-
mission, in writing, from the publisher The Jerusalem Post Group Ltd.

© All rights reserved to The Jerusalem Post Group Ltd. Do

(incuding:
hics) in textual form or on

Implementin

« By NEVILLE TELLER

ill the Gaza cease-
fire deal survive its
first phase? That

was the unanswerable ques-
tion hanging over the formal
end of phase one on March
2 and the scheduled start of
phase two.

Some commentators
believe that Israel simply
wants to extend phase one
for the time being. They
point out that, under the
terms of the agreement,
[srael was supposed to begin
withdrawing from the Phil-
adelphi Corridor - the strip
of land on the Gaza side of
the border with Egypt - on
the last day of the first phase
and complete their evacua-
tion within eight days. But
on February 27 an Israeli offi-
cial told the media that to
prevent weapons smuggling,
the IDF will be remaining in

position.
That decision may have
been in reaction to an

announcement by Hamas
spokesman Hazem Qassem
on February 18. He sudden-
ly declared that Hamas was
interested in speeding up the
hostage release process - but
in return for a major conces-
sion.

Hamas, he said, had sub-
mitted a new proposal to the
mediators offering to release
all the remaining hostages in
phase two. The quid pro quo,
said Qassem, would be for
[srael to agree to an immedi-
ate permanent ceasefire and
a complete withdrawal from
the Gaza Strip, including the
Philadelphi Corridor.

This “offer” would place
Hamas in a much stronger
position to secure its long-
term intention of remaining
the ruling power in Gaza.

On February 19, Rami Igra,
former head of the Mossad’s
Prisoners and Missing Per-
sons Division, warned in a
radio interview that Hamas is
seeking to establish a Hezbol-
lah-style rule in Gaza. Using
the PA as a front, Hamas aims
to retain effective control;
to be, in effect, “the power
behind the throne.”

By infiltrating the govern-
ment in Lebanon, Hezbollah
was able to build itself into a

AT A NEWS conference with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio last month in Jerusalem, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said: “We have a shared strategy, which cannot always be detailed
to the public — including when the gates of hell will open. And they will open if all our
hostages are not returned — every last one of them.” (Alex Kolomoisky/Flash90)

formidable power bloc, rival-
ing the state itself and its
institutions.

“They want to continue
ruling Gaza,” said Igra. “They
will do everything to make
that happen.”

ISRAEL IS unlikely to be
wooed into a premature
withdrawal from Gaza. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu has said repeatedly that
the IDF will not evacuate the
Strip completely until it is
clear that Hamas's military
and political capabilities have
been so degraded that it can
no longer rearm or govern
(raza.

The mediators - the US,
Egypt, and Qatar - will soon
have to grapple with the
problem of how Gaza is to be
governed when the war ends
- and get both sides to agree
about it.

There is no support from
the Arab world for Hamas to
stay in control. Some Arab
states wish to see neither
Hamas nor the PA controlling
a post-war (Gaza; some Arab
commentators have favored
a role for a perhaps reformed
PA.

Trump’s proposal for the
US to take over the Gaza Strip

and evacuate the popula-
tion generated instant rejec-
tion from the Arab world. In
reaction, some Arab nations
initiated substantive discus-
sions aimed at developing
a comprehensive plan for
(Gaza’s future governance and
reconstruction, but based on
upholding the rights of the
Gazan population. Some
speculate that it was Trump’s
intention from the start to
goad the Arab world into
considering Gaza’s future
and how to achieve it.

[t is significant that US Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio
seems far from wedded to
Trump’s vision of Gaza's
future. On February 13, he
said on an American radio
show “If the Arab countries
have a better plan, then
that’s great.”

On February 20, Saudi
Arabia hosted a summit in
Riyadh, bringing together
leaders from Egypt, Jordan,
Qatar, and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). Its prima-
Iy purpose was to consider
Egypt's counter-proposal to
Trump’s suggested solution.

After intensive diplomat-
ic activity, Egypt presented
a comprehensive three-
phase reconstruction plan

for Gaza, and has apparent-
ly garnered support from
European nations, including
France and Germany, as well
as regional Arab countries. It
favors the creation of “secure
areas” within Gaza to house
displaced residents tempo-
rarily as essential infrastruc-
ture is rebuilt.

A significant aspect of the
proposal is the establishment
of a new Palestinian adminis-
tration in Gaza, distinct from
both Hamas and the current
PA, to oversee the recon-
struction efforts. A police
force composed of former PA
officers would be established.
Egypt’s plan maintains that
Hamas has agreed to a gover-
nance structure that excludes
its participation. Financial
backing for the reconstruc-
tion, estimated at $53 billion,
is expected to come from the
oil-rich Gulf states.

Some, but not all, of the
proposals in Egypt's plan
receivedinstant endorsement
from the conference partici-
pants. The leaders reached a
consensus on the necessity of
sidelining Hamas, but some
apparently favored reinstat-
ing the authority of the PA in
Gaza during the reconstruc-
tion phase.

phase two

A follow-up summit, sched-
uled for March 4 in Cairo, is
aimed at finalizing a unified
Arab plan for Gaza's recon-
struction, crucially reaffirm-
ing opposition to any forced
displacement of its popula-
tion.

Since Egypt, along with
Qatar and the US, is acting
as a mediator in the indirect
negotiations between Israel
and Hamas over the Gaza
ceasefire deal, the Arab “day
after” plan being constructed
under Egypt’s leadership will
probably be put to both sides
in due course.

How Israel will react is far
from clear. During a joint
press conference with Rubio
on February 16, Netanyahu
said: “We have a shared strat-
egy, which cannot always
be detailed to the public -
including when the gates of
hell will open. And they will
open if all our hostages are
not returned, every last one
of them.”

Two days later, following a
meeting of Israel’s Security
Council, Foreign Minister
Gideon 5a'ar told report-
ers: “We need a total demil-
itarization of Gaza and no
presence of the Palestinian
Authority.”

So it seems clear that, as
part of phase two, if it even-
tually comes into effect,
Israel will be demanding
the release of all hostages in
addition to the dismantling
of the Hamas military and,
possibly, the expulsion of the
Hamas leadership from Gaza.
Only then would Israel con-
sider withdrawing from the
Philadelphi Corridor.

Hamas is not likely to
accept these demands. How-
ever, while keeping its true
long-term aims under wraps,
Hamas might go along with
the Egyptian proposals, espe-
cially if they emerge as a uni-
fied Arab plan.

All in all, the auguries for a
successful outcome to phase
two - even if negotiations get
underway - are not good.

The writer is the Middle
East correspondent for Eur-
asia Review. His latest book is
Trump and the Holy Land:
2016-2020. You can follow him
at:  www.a-mid-east-journal.
blogspot.com

Supporting terror with British courtesy

BBC praises Hamas, incites against Israel

*« By ANAT VIDOR

aving the British Broad-
S casting Corporation is

the greatest generator of
antisemitism in Europe is stat-
ing the obvious. Even before
the October 7, 2023 massacre
by Hamas, the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center ranked the top
antisemitic organizations in
the world, and the BBC came
third after Iran and Hamas.

The broadcasting network
earned this notable achieve-
ment through hard work after
years of rampant antisemitic
incitement based on lies and
biased, misleading language.

Some of the channel’s con-
tent creators, in moments of
indiscretion, exposed them-
selves as antisemites through
sweet tweets such as “Hitler was
right” and “Israel is worse than
the Nazis,” but most main-
tained their composure and
under a hypocritical veneer of
British courtesy and polished
language, patiently crumble
Al Jazeera into the English
teacup, serving the poison to
every home in England and
the wider world.

The Israel-Hamas War found
the BBC aligning itself with the
Gazan terrorist organization,
relaying its data and claims as
if they were objective truth,
downplaying the actions of the
most sadistic and dark organi-
zation in the world and attrib-
uting war crimes to Israel that
didn’t actually happen.

A long series of lies and apol-

A PRO-PALESTINIAN march takes place in London last month with a sign reading: ‘From the
river to the sea, Palestine will be free.” The writer asks: Is the antisemitic mood in Britain a result
of BBC propaganda, or is the media channel being dragged in its feebleness after the public

mood? (Chris ). Ratcliffe/Reuters)

ogies from the channel - and
an inconceivable list of 1,500
violations against Israel in war
coverage — led us to last month,
when an original documenta-
ry was broadcast about the suf-
fering of Gaza’s children, natu-
rally caused by Israel’s cruelty.
The film was presented as a
reliable journalistic product
without the network bother-
ing to inform viewers that the
child featured in it, who also
narrates the story, is the son

of a senior Hamas terrorist and
that the film’s creators, oper-
ating under Hamas's watchful
eye, previously created and
distributed content supporting
Hamas and saluting the Octo-
ber 7 massacre.

One could have summarized
theevent as yetanother routine
foul by the antisemitic broad-
casting body, with another
forced apology for protocol’s
sake. But another publication
from last week, on Israel’s state

broadcasting channel, caught
my eye.

“Explosion of antisemitism
in Britain,” declared the head-
line based on a report by the
Community Security Trust in
Britain, showing a dramatic
rise in antisemitic incidents in
the UK.

“The speed with which
antisemites mobilized in Brit-
ain on October 7 and immedi-
ately after shows that the rise
in antisemitism was a celebra-

tion of Hamas's attack on Isra-
el, not anger about Israel’s mil-
itary response in Gaza,” stated
the report.

Is the antisemitic mood in
Britain a result of BBC propa-
ganda, or is the media chan-
nel being dragged in its fee-
bleness after the public mood?
This is apparently the chicken
and egg question, but it's clear
there is a direct connection
between the two.

In a place where the masses’
minds are washed with poison-
ous propaganda over the years,
it eventually turns into hatred
that leads to violence, and this
atmosphere of violence can be
found today in the kingdom'’s
streets in increasing doses.

Even if the BEC is only the
third most antisemitic body in
the world, it should concern
us even more than the direct
enemies that precede it in the
ranking. Hamas will eventu-
ally be eliminated by force of
arms and the blood of our best
sons, and Iran will probably be
defeated militarily, too.

In contrast, the BBC is
beyond the range of the air
force's radar, and the enor-
mous poison machine created
in London will only be defeat-
ed when it realizes firsthand
that violent and extremist Isla-
mists like Hamas are not fight-
ing only against “Jews” but
against the entire free world.
The Jews are just standing in
the way.

The writer is the president
of WIZO.
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The 45 vears since
Yigal Allon’s death

> = THINK ABOUT IT
~ | * By SUSAN HATTIS ROLEF

I had the great honor of working with Yigal Allon (1918-

1980) - the man who was appointed commander of the

Palmah at the age of 27 and became one of the heroes of
the War of Independence at the age of 30 — during the last
two and a half years of his life.

[ had met Yigal just after Labor’s defeat in the 1977 elec-
tions, when I was working as a research assistant for Lord
Nicholas Bethell on his book The Palestine Triangle, about
the last 10 years of the British Mandate.

We interviewed Yigal at the Foreign Affairs Ministry sever-
al days after the elections. Like other Labor leaders he was in
a complete state of shock. After realizing that [ was Israeli, he
suggested that I should return to interview him after things
calmed down a bit. I arrived the following September and
stayed with him until his death on February 29, 1980.

After the establishment of the state, Allon was a member
of the Ahdut Ha'avoda party - the most hawkish member
of the labor movement - and then the Labor Party. Some of
Ahdut HaAvoda's members actually joined the supporters
of Greater Israel after the 1967 Six Day War. In the years
1961-1977, Allon served in various ministerial posts, the last
of which were as education and culture minister and foreign
minister.

When Allon passed away prematurely at the age of 61, |
was asked by The Jerusalem Post to write one of the eulogies
published in the paper. Inter alia [ wrote:

“Serving Yigal was a labor of love. He made each of us who
worked for him feel that we were indispensable and used to
greet us as if he was pleasantly surprised that we had both-
ered to turn up. If he erred with us, it was in never chastising
us when we erred.

“He himself was willing to listen to criticism. On several
occasions, I asked for permission to play court jester and
say some harsh words - to which he always replied “Why as
court jester? Why not just as a friend?’

“Yigal left so much undone. But it is as if he made us, who
worked closely with him, promise to go on struggling for
the things he believed in: a society imbued with social and
national values, love and respect for labor, political morality,
religious pluralism, peace based on a territorial compromise
which will both cater for Israel’s security and offer a satisfac-
tory solution to the Palestinian problem.” (ferusalem Post,
March 2, 1980).

Working with a myth can be difficult, especially since liv-
ing myths are frequently unbearable egocentrics. That was
not the case with Yigal, who was a mensch, open minded,
and with the ability to make anyone he happened to be
talking with feel that he/she was important.

AS YIGAL'S vahrzeit approached this year, [ started thinking
how I could describe to him the events of the last 16 months
if he were suddenly to turn up. To my horror, I suddenly
realized and he would have great difficulty understanding
what I was talking about.

At the beginning of 1980, when Yigal passed away, Men-
achem Begin had been prime minister for less than three
years: the first Likud prime minister ever. Yigal was still in
the habit of thinking of the Likud as the offspring of the
Irgun, which he viewed as a former terrorist organization,
and frequently spoke of its members as “dissidents.”

The character of current Likud leader, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, would have been completely outside his
frame of reference as a potential Israeli leader, and Netanya-
hu’s refusal to take responsibility for the events of October
7, 2023 as completely unthinkable. After all, prime minister
Golda Meir hadn’t hesitated when she resigned office in
April 1974, just over six months after the Yom Kippur War
ended.

Hamas, the terror group that initiated the current war, was
only established in 1987. Hezbollah was established in 1982.
Though Rabbi Meir Kahane made alivah in 1971, Kahanism
was still in diapers in 1980, and Otzma Yehudit Itamar Ben-
Gvir was an unimaginable figure in Israeli politics.

While the national religious population was at the begin-
ning of a process of extremism, it was still part of the basic
national mainstream. Yigal couldn’t have imagined any-
thing like today’s Religious Zionism and its leader, Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich.

Last, but not least, the number of ultra-Orthodox in Israel
when Yigal passed away was around 155,000, and haredi
evasion of military service was a non-issue.

Ordinary people

In “A moment of national tragedy” (February 28),
Yaakov Katz asks: “Where were the public officials?” He
was referring to the heartbreaking funerals we have wit-
nessed, and it brought to mind a question that has
been puzzling me for some time.

| recall that in the US, any tragic event, whether
national or local, brought to the fore public officials to
express their concern and condolences. These included
not only elected officials but leading members of the
clergy, as well. With notable exceptions, | have not
noticed such a presence here in Israel, and | wondered
if it was due to a different tradition or, as Katz suggests,
a fear of seeming to be taking responsibility. The upside
of this, however, is the rush of ordinary people to fill the
gap. As in the early days after October 7, when the
groundswell of volunteers rose up to provide essential
services, so have the citizens of lsrael come to the fore
to express their caring for the victims and their families.
This started from day one with the spontaneous lining
of the funeral routes of the fallen by neighbors, friends,
and even strangers, out of respect and solidarity.

MARION REISS
Beit Shemesh

Having regrets

Regarding “They voted for Trump, but now they’re
losing their US government jobs” (March 2, Los Angeles
Times/TNS5): This is just one of many examples of why
many Americans will have regrets about voting for Pres-
ident Trump. According to economic experts, his plans

\ £

L,
i

H

-

YIGAL ALLON served as foreign minister from 1974 to
1977. His premature death at age 61 ‘left so much
undone,” laments the writer. (Foreign Ministry)

I did, however, find one issue that Yigal would have
understood without difficulty, which is the aspiration of
extreme right-wingers in Israel to reconquer the Gaza 5Strip,
and Judea and Samaria, and annex them to the sovereign
State of Israel.

Toward the end of the War of Independence, Yigal had
tried to convince prime minister David Ben-Gurion that
the IDF should conquer parts of the West Bank. Though
this was militarily feasible at that time, Ben-Gurion reject-
ed the idea, largely due to the demographic problem it
would entail. However, in the aftermath of the 5ix Day
War, Yigal rejected any thought of Israel holding on to
most of the territories it had occupied, for the very same
reason Ben-Gurion had rejected it in 1949,

In May 1978, Yigal wrote that, in the course of an excur-
sion to the Golan Heights on the fifth day of the Six Day
War, he reached the conclusion that while the results of
the war had literally saved the people of Israel from an
unsavory fate, doubts had crept into his mind “regarding
the realization of our historical right to the whole of west-
ern Eretz Yisrael now that victory was in our hands...”

THE OUTCOME of this was the Allon Plan, based on the
principle that within the territory of Mandatory Palestine
(western Eretz Yisrael and Transjordan) there should be two
states: a Jewish state that would include pre-1967 Israel, a
united Jerusalem, Gush Etzion, the Latrun area; and a Jor-
danian-Palestinian state that would include Jordan east of
the River Jordan, and most of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
as a demilitarized zone.

Under this arrangement, Israel was to remain in military
control of the Jordan Valley, and in the Jordanian-Pales-
tinian state the two sides of the Jordan River were to have
been connected by a passage around Jericho. This idea
was actually discussed in October 1974 by former prime
minister Yitzhak Rabin and Yigal Allon with King Hussein
[ of Jordan at a secret meeting in Aqaba. However, the sub-
sequent Arab Summit Conference at Rabat declared that
only the PLO could negotiate a settlement over Palestine
- not Jordan.

The Allon Plan is probably unfeasible today for demo-
graphic, political, and security reasons, though it is cer-
tainly no more pie in the sky than some other permanent
settlement plans floating in the air these days, including
Trump Gaza.

QOver the years, the writer has held academic, administrative,
and journalistic positions, the last one (1994-2010) in the Knes-
set Research and Information Center. She has published articles
on Zionism, European politics, current affairs, and Israeli poli-
tics, and several books in both Hebrew and English, the last of
which was Israel’s Knesset Members — A Comparative Study
of an Undefined Job.

Mike Huckabee should
harmonize US Jews

* By MARTIN OLINER

s horrible as Simchat Torah
A was in 2023, falling on

October 7 that year, Yom
Kippur two weeks earlier was also
a tragedy. That was the day Jews
physically fought other Jews in Tel
Aviv over how to organize a public
praver service in the large cen-
tral Israel city. The lesson of both
Yom Kippur and Simchat Torah
was that Jews must unite, because
internal rifts are dangerous.

Unfortunately, that important
lesson was not learned by Rabbi
Jonah Dov Pesner, director of the
Religious Action Center of Reform
Judaism (RAC), whose organiza-
tion instigated that ill-fated Yom
Kippur fight. Pesner sent a let-
ter last week to all 100 US sena-
tors criticizing President Donald
Trump's appointment of former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
as America’s next ambassador to
Israel.

In full disclosure, I will say that
[ have known Mike Huckabee for
many vears and consider him a
friend. In fact, I consider him to
be a friend of the Jewish people as
a whole and the Jewish state. He is
an ohev Yisrael, a man who loves
the land, people, and State of Isra-
el. Any organization that supports
Israel, as Pesner’s claims to do,
should overwhelmingly welcome
the appointment.

Instead, Pesner bashes Hucka-
bee, suggesting that his values and
interests do not align with the
best interests of Israel, the United
States, and the Jewish people. “The
essential goal of any ambassador
is advancing US interests and
values abroad,” he wrote. “Gov.
Huckabee's record raises serious
questions about his commitment
to these values and interests that
have persisted across Republican
and Democratic administrations
alike.”

The Monorable Bike Hiso halise
JE——— -

Pesner singled out Huckabee’s
support for Israel annexing Judea
and Samaria and opposing call-
ing Israel’s control over the bibli-
cal heartland of the Jewish people
“annexation.” It is time for the RAC
leader to wake up and realize that it
is no longer October 6, 2023. Plenty
of polls show that both Israelis and
American Jews have understand-
ably moved rightward after Israel
faced its worst ever massacre.

The invasion of Israel by Hamas
terrorists and ordinary Gazans who
came to murder, rape, and kidnap
did not whet the appetite of Israelis
to give their enemies a sovereign
state to use as a launching pad to
infiltrate again. The monthly polls
of the Israel Democracy Institute
indicated that there has not been
a majority for a Palestinian state
among Israelis for many years.

HUCKABEE'S VALUES match mine
and are more mainstream than
ever, while Pesner represents a small
minority fringe. He wrongly claims
to represent 1.8 million American
Jews, as if all secular Americans
would choose his movement’s syna-
gogues if they would ever go to one.

He actually represents a dwin-
dling movement that is selling syn-
agogues left and right. Orthodox
Judaism is the only stream that
is growing. Pesner’s movement
never criticized former president
Joe Biden, even when his adminis-
tration blocked key weapons ship-
ments to Israel at a sensitive time
when the Jewish state was fighting
its enemies on seven fronts.

How disconnected from reality
can Pesner be to write every sen-
ator a letter rejecting the presi-
dent’s candidate for ambassador
because he does not advocate for
the advancement of “Palestin-
ian national aspirations?” Does
Pesner not realize that those aspi-
rations include eliminating the
world’s only Jewish state and cre-

ating a 58th Muslim country?

Pesner wrote that Huckabee's sup-
port for Israeli sovereignty in Judea
and Samaria did not “advance the
causes of peace and regional secu-
rity.” Why does the control over
the land by the murderous Fatah or
Hamas advance peace or security?
Is it not obvious that if Israel con-
trolled the land under the watch of
the IDF, it would be more peaceful
and secure?

Pesner then had the chutzpah
to blast Huckabee's Evangelical
Christian faith. Evangelical Chris-
tians like Huckabee have been the
cornerstone of support for Israel,
when Reform Jews abandoned the
Jewish state for the latest trendy lib-
eral humanist cause. Pesner’s letter
was also unwise for Reform Jews,
because it instigated a fight that
could not be won.

Huckabee’s appointment will
be passed easily in the Republi-
can-controlled Senate and House of
Representatives, where a majority
have views on Israel closer to Huck-
abee’s than Pesner’s. The letter’s
only accomplishment was to send
a message to the world that Jews are
hopelessly divided. The good news
on that is that Pesner is wrong on
that, too.

Especially since October 7, 2023,
American Jews have united behind
Israel as the Jewish state faces count-
less harrowing challenges. They
will not fight any more on Simchat
Torah or on Yom Kippur. And soon-
to-be ambassador Huckabee will
attend those holidays and represent
America and its values well, with
pride.

The writer is the chairman of Reli-
gious Zionists of America, president of
the Culture for Peace Institute, and a
committee member of the Jewish Agen-
cv. He currently serves as a member of
the US Holocaust Memorial Council,
appointed by President Trump. The
views expressed here are his own. Con-
tact him at Martinoliner@gmail.com

AMERICA

MIKE HUCKABEE speaks at a presidential campaign event in support of Donald Trump last October.

{Brendan McDermid/Reuters)

to apply significant tariffs will increase inflation, reduce
economic growth, and have other adverse financial
effects.

His plans to reduce spending for medical research
and Medicare, and pulling the US out of the World
Health Organization will have negative health effects.
Pulling the US out of the Paris climate agreement,
appointment of climate-deniers to key environmental
posts, and plans to roll back legislation designed to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions will hinder efforts to
reduce climate threats.

His many cabinet appointments, based on complete
loyalty to him rather than competence and experience,
will have adverse effects in many areas.

RICHARD H. SCHWARTZ
Shoresh

Entirely rational

Amotz Asa-El assumes that anything Donald Trump
does is evil, and then shoehorns perfectly reasonable
actions into that framework (“Beware the urge to
purge,” February 28).

Asa-El decries the emailing of “dismissal threats to
millions of federal employees.” This email simply asked
each employee to identify five things they had
achieved at work in the past five days. The purpose
was to make sure those federal employees, many of
whom now work from home rather than report to an
office, actually exist and are making reasonable contri-
butions. It is not too onerous to ask people paid by the

taxpayer to explain in bullet form what the taxpayers
are receiving for their money. Asa-El criticizes Trump

for replacing Gen. CQ Brown as chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff “for no clearly stated failure.” Incum-
bents in this position serve at the pleasure of the presi-
dent. Itis not unusual for presidents to replace chair-
men as they see fit. Brown was an outspoken support-
er of Black Lives Matter, and oversaw the military’s
emphasis on DEL

At the behest of the president, newly-installed
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth calls for an emphasis
on lethality rather than wokeness. It is within the presi-
dent’s authority and responsibility as command-
er-in-chief to select people who will lead the military in
the direction essential for the country’s defense.

Asa-El objects to closing USAID and the Department
of Education. He ignores USAID’s outrageous expendi-
tures on projects that either do not advance or actually
harm US interests. This has included funneling millions
of dollars to terrorist organizations. With regard to the
DOE, US expenditures on education have increased
without a commensurate improvement in academic
performance of public school students. Perhaps it’s
time to return the responsibility for educating young
people to the individual states. President Trump was
elected to implement a major course correction for the
government. This includes returning the country to its
position of preeminence on the world stage and root-
ing out waste, fraud and mismanagement.

The country is approaching an unsustainable
level of debt. Faced with looming catastrophe,
the head of any private company would limit
spending wherever possible, including reducing
staff and cutting wasteful programs. President

Trump, the government’s chief executive, is fol-

lowing that entirely rational course of action.
EFRAIM COHEN
Zichron Ya'acov

Completely ridiculous

In “Letter from America” (March 2), Michael Cohen
bemoans President Trump’s decision to close down
USAID, suggesting that this will be a loss to America. He
claims that USAID is well-known and respected abroad.
When Elon Musk started to examine USAID, he found
numerous examples of projects that were either com-
pletely ridiculous or often contrary to American inter-
ests. These were well publicized.

Cohen fails to mention any useful projects which
were terminated, other than the Alliance for Middle East
Peace, an organization | have never heard of but one
that | assume promotes the two-state solution, a
non-starter in the minds of about 90% of Israeli Jewish
citizens.

In passing, Cohen also takes a swipe at Israel’s gov-
ernment for planning to impose an 80% tax on money
given to Israeli NGOs by foreign governments. These
NGOs all have a political objective. As an Israeli, | object
strongly to foreign governments meddling in Israeli pol-
itics; 80% is too low.

Cohen’s final objection is that Trump’s actions are an
attack on democracy. It's the last resort employed by
the Left when it loses an election and the Right starts
exercising its democratic rights.

STEPHEN COHEN
Ma'aleh Adumim

Send letters to lettersjpost@gmail.com. Priority is given to brief, topical letters that include the writer’s name and place of residence
as well as the title and date of the Post article being referred to. Letters may be edited and shortened. For more letters, go to www.jpost.com.
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Europe is not serious about Ukraine

Photo ops are not foreign policy

* By JUDAH WAXELBAUM

ollowing the exchange
F involving US President

Donald Trump, Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance, and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky,
European leaders came out of
the woodwork to give their
words of encouragement to
Ukraine.

While these pleasantries play
online and in think tank com-
munities, the actions of these
nations betray their words.
Europe has not taken long-term
steps to decouple from Russian
energy and is, in effect, funding
the Russian invasion through
these purchases.

The United States has by far
provided the most resources
to support the Ukrainian war
effort, and to pretend otherwise
is ignoring reality. Including
direct appropriations, indirect
aid, and military packages, the
US has supplied around $200
billion in assets to Ukraine.

Meanwhile, European assis-
tance has never outpaced their
purchases in Russian energy.
Europe has reduced its usage
of Moscow’s energy since the
beginning of the war but has
done so kicking and scream-

have reached its already pain-

toward any tangible form of
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FOLLOWING THE exchange invelving US President Donald Trump, Vice President |D Vance, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky last week in the Oval Office, European leaders came out of the woodwork to give words of encouragement to Ukraine
even as they still fund Russia through energy purchases, says the writer. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)

dencies on Russian supplies.
These nations decline to

and have it too. They feel good
criticizing President Trump for
questioning what his citizens’
tax dollars are going toward
while powering their halls with
Russian crude oil and natural
gas.

The stark situation we find
ourselves in is that Russia is fine
with the current paradigm.
Moscow is more than willing
to throw lives away, import-
ing soldiers from Syria, North
Korea, and Cuba along with
large-scale conscription. It is
content with a stalemate; in a
war of attrition, Putin can out-
wait Western leaders and force
Ukraine into de facto isolation.

During the ramp-ups in war
funding, the Russians never
came close to calling it quits
or seeking a deal; it does not
make sense to believe this time
is different.

I, too, want a solution to the
land Russia is occupying, the
children stolen, and the lives
slaughtered, but what is left to
try other than striking a deal?
At minimum, we must attempt
to proceed by agreeing to stop
the fighting to get Russia to the
table.

I fully understand not trust-
ing Putin; he has provided no
reason to believe him, and safe-

exactly why an economic min-
eral deal with the US made so
much sense.

[ have little remorse for world
leaders who want to be able to
say one thing and do another
in this war. Several European
leaders have attempted to play
peacemaker while taking zero
steps beyond summits.

Photo ops are not foreign
policy nor is grandstanding
against the largest funder of
the Ukrainian resistance. If EU
heads of state truly want to hurt
Russia, they would stop buying
their products and sanction the
parts of the Russian economy
they rely on.

While I would have preferred
the Owal Office discussion to
happen in private, Zelensky
should have never attempted
to litigate the conflict with the
president in front of the media.
US taxpayers have spent bil-
lions on this war in the pursuit
of hurting Russia and defend-
ing a democracy; do not lecture
us - the criticism from those
who themselves will not take
action rings hollow and does
not help.

The writer was granted the
AIPAC Activist of the Year Award
in 2019 and 2020. He is an Arizo-

ing. If not for the attack on the  fully slow pace. energy independence. Ger- remove the option of revers- na State University-Watts College

Nord Stream pipelines, I high-
ly doubt the reduction would

Other
nations have refused to move

than France, EU

many and Belgium shuttered
nuclear facilities,

in some

ing course. In the process,
they deepened their depen-

admit their horrible mistake
and now want to eat their cake

guards should be designed in
any deal. Such safeguards are

of Public Service master of public
policy graduate.

A moment in time

New insights about the Global RS] community

* By YULIA BEZRUKOVA

hat does it mean to be a
part of the Russian-speak-
ing Jewish (RSJ]) commu-

nity at this time? We kept coming
back to this question as a global team
of Jewish professionals serving the
RS] within Mem Global (former-
ly Moishe House) programs. The
answer is deeply complex, especially
in a post-October 7, 2023 world and
with the war in Ukraine still raging.

As a Jewish educator, 1 have never
been intimidated by complex ques-
tions - they attract and fascinate me,
and this was no exception.

[ needed to know the answer, or
the answers, to be able to meet my
community builders where they are
and support them in ways they need,
not based on my assumptions and
guesses.

The best approach seemed
straightforward: What if we asked
them directly? Not virtually but in
person, giving them time and space
to consider the question and giving
us the chance to look into their eyes
as they answered.

What if we asked in different parts
of the world and compared the
responses? What if we allowed them
to pose big questions, knowing that
other RS community members in
different parts of the world would be
answering?

Jewish learning retreats are a per-
fect setting for these conversations.
They provide a direct touchpoint
with the RS] community, and the
participants are usually people who
value Jewish learning and find intro-
spection meaningful.

We created two learning session
formats last year: the RSJ Today Sur-
vey, which we conducted in Toron-
to, Canada, and in Prague, Czech
Republic; and the Big RS] Questions
session, which we facilitated in
Thilisi, Georgia, and Seattle.

Below are the main takeaways so
others in our field can better under-
stand the Russian-speaking Jewish
experience and perspectives. We
hope these findings will inspire you
to approach dialogue in your own
community with creativity and
curiosity.

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE RS]

We asked two groups of RS] com-
munity leaders and members 40
questions about various aspects of
the RS] experience, covering Jewish
identity, Israel, immigration, leader-
ship, heritage, RS] community, and
family traditions.

Questions ranged from “When
did your Jewish journey begin?” and
“What languages do you speak in
yvour family?” to “Did you have a
used teabag on your kitchen count-
er that was reused multiple times
when you were a kid?" (For the
record, the answer to that last one
was a resounding “yes.”)

We printed each question and
gave participants stickers to mark
their answers. At the end, they were
divided into groups to analyze the
findings together and form their

Y
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AT MEM GLOBAL'S Russian-speaking Jewish learning retreat in Prague, last
May, participants engage with the RS] survey. (Courtesy Mem Global)

own opinions on their community.

As a result, we uncovered unique
characteristics of North Ameri-
can RS] communities compared to
RS] communities in other parts of
the world (Global RSJ). Two paths,
shaped by different environments,
yet rooted in the same history.

* North American RS] communi-
ties: RS] identity is often inherit-
ed, shaped by family, relationships,
and a broader Jewish environment.
Integration into mainstream Jewish
communities is common, and RS]
identity exists as a distinct cultural
layer. Leadership within RSJ circles
is less pronounced, and many see
Jewish and RS] spaces as separate
entities.

* Global RS] communities: RS]
identity is frequently a choice,
something individuals create for
themselves through education and
intentional community-building.
Strong RS] friendship networks
form deep cultural bonds, weav-
ing Jewish identity together with
other local cultures and traditions.
Leadership engagement is more
prevalent, with many viewing Jew-
ish and RS] communities as inter-
connected rather than separate.

RS] BIG QUESTIONS: GLOBAL
DIALOGUE, TALIMUD-STYLE
MNext, we moved from closed-end-

ed questions to open-ended, reflec-
tive ones. We asked participants to
brainstorm together and then divide
into smaller groups to come up with
five “Big RSJ] Questions” that reflect
current concerns and challenges in
RS] community.

These questions were addressed
to North American RS] communi-
ty leaders and members, with the
answers returned in the format of
a Talmud page - a central question,
surrounding commentary, and an
even deeper question as a conclu-
sion.

Here are the five Big RSJ] Questions
we collected from Global RS] com-
munities:

1. How can we shift the relation-
ship between the American Jewish
community and the RS] community
from sponsorship to partnership?

2. Do you believe secular Judaism

will replace religious Judaism in the
coming decades?

3. Should modern Jewish com-
munities uphold divisions based on
Jewish law?

4. Who benefits from keeping RSJ
and non-RS] communities separate?
Why?

5. What can we do to combat
xenophobia in Jewish communi-
ties?

And here are the questions created
in response by North American RS]
communities a few months later:

1. What would the Global RS]
community want and need from
a true partnership with American
Jews? How would you like to feel
connected to the American RS]
community?

2. Is secular Judaism sustainable?
Is it dissolving itself?

3. How can future generations
support diverse community mem-
bers while preserving the essence of
Jewish law?

4. What are the benefits of gather-
ing in shared identity spaces? How
can non-RS] Jews support the RS]
community?

5. To bridge gaps in Jewish com-
munities, how can we break through
defensive barriers shaped by percep-
tions of other communities?

We will bring these questions and
the accompanying commentary
to our next Jewish learning retreat
in Budapest in June 2025, delving
deeper into specific themes to devel-
op actionable steps to address the
challenges we face.

This is just the beginning of a pro-
cess that we hope will shape how
we think about, talk with, and more
deeply engage the RS] community.

These findings help us better
understand our communities and
guide our future choices in creating
Jewish resources and experiences.

The more we listen, question,
and engage with each other across
borders, the better we can shape a
future where RS] identity is not just
remembered but actively lived and
strengthened, and our community
builders are thriving.

The writer is a Global RS] Jewish edu-
cator for Mem Global.

Israel-China economic diplomacy

The limits following the Hamas attack on Israel

* By DIVYA MALHOTRA

hina's diplomatic approach
C toward the ongoing Isra-

el-Hamas War has jeopar-
dized its once-strong relationship
with the Jewish state.

In 1950, Israel became the first
country in the Middle East to official-
ly recognize the People’s Republic of
China. The two countries had already
established representative offices in
Beijing and Tel Aviv that served as de
facto embassies prior to the official
establishment of diplomatic relations
in January 1992. After emerging from
the shadows, their relationship devel-
oped gradually.

Jerusalem and Beijing have strong
economic ties, proven by trade
figures. China is now Israel’s sec-
ond-largest trading partner, after the
United States, and its largest trading
partner in the goods and commodi-
ties category. It is important to high-
light that trade relations between
Israel and China are focused primar-
ily on goods with almost negligible
trade in services.

Owverall, trade with China consti-
tutes around 12% of Israel’s interna-
tional commerce in goods in 2023.
However, the Jewish state’s imports
from the PRC outweigh its exports,
resulting in a significant trade imbal-
ance.

Chinese imports have doubled
between 2013 and 2022, from $5.6
billion in 2013 to $13.1b. in 2022.
Even though in 2023, imports from
China registered a decrease of 15%
from a peak of $13.1b. in 2022 to
$11.2b., imports rose steely by almost
20% a year later, touching $13.53b.

Meanwhile, Israeli exports to
the PRC, dominated by electronic
components, have been stagnating
for years. After peaking at $4.77b.
in 2018, exports to China stood at
$3.4b. in 2023, a drop of 27.7%.

Chinese investment in Israel also
rose dramatically between 2010 and
2020, predominantly in the technol-
ogy sector. In 2015, the China-Isra-
el Joint Committee for Innovation
Cooperation was formed to institu-
tionalize this collaboration. Between
2012 and 2017, at least 30 new Chi-
nese investors entered the Israeli mar-
ket.

Despite Washington’s discomfort
and apprehensions, Chinese indus-
try behemoths like Xiaomi, Lenovo,
ChemChina, and Alibaba established
their footprints in Israel, mainly in
artificial intelligence, semiconduc-
tors, and communication networks.
Israel-China ties peaked during this
decade, with Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu in 2017 calling the
relationship a “marriage made in
heaven.”

However, the October 7, 2023 attack
by Hamas came as a major setback
to China-Israel ties. Even though
the PRC publicly tried to portray an
impartial and neutral position, it had
essentially sided with Hamas.

On October 8, one day after the
attack, the Chinese Foreign Min-
istry urged the international com-
munity to “step up input into the

Palestinian question [and| facilitate
the early resumption of peace talks
between Palestine and Israel.” Beijing
did not issue any statement to ques-
tion or condemn Hamas's actions
on October 7 despite its own public
campaigns against domestic Islamist
terrorism.

On October 11, China’s special
envoy to the Middle East, Zhai Jun,
spoke to Palestinian Authority For-
eign Ministry officials, expressing
concern over the “deterioration of
the security and humanitarian situ-
ation in Palestine.” This was followed
by a phone call to Israel’s Foreign
Ministry on October 12, calling for
“an early ceasefire and the end of vio-
lence” based on a two-state solution.

Subsequently, the Chinese officials,
as well as (state-controlled) media,
continued to project a clearly pro-Pal-
estinian position. Interestingly, in
late October, Israel signed a joint
statement with 50 other countries,
including the US and UK, to con-
demn human rights violations by the
PRC against Uighur Muslims in the
Xinjiang region - a move that may
have further infuriated Beijing.

Addressing the International Court
of Justice in The Hague in February
2024, Ma Xinmin, legal adviser to
China'’s Foreign Ministry, called Isra-
el a “foreign power occupying Pales-
tine” while justifying the use of force
by Palestinians as “an inalienable
right well-founded in international
law.” On April 30, 2024, Beijing even
hosted a Hamas delegation led by
its head of international relations,
Mousa Abu Marzouk.

This meeting was scheduled two
weeks after a high-level Israeli dele-
gation led by President Isaac Herzog
visited Taiwan to meet President Tsai
Ing-wen to discuss matters of mutual
interest ranging from trade to terror-
ism.

In July, Beijing again hosted rep-
resentatives from 14 Palestinian fac-
tions and mediated talks between
rival groups - Hamas and Fatah -
who agreed to form a unity govern-
ment in post-war Gaza. Both sides
have been hitting each other where it
hurts the most.

Disappointed by America’s uncon-
ditional support for Israel, the Pal-
estinian people and leadership have
welcomed Beijing’s public display of
affection. The Palestinian envoy to
the UN has praised China as “a true
friend ready to do everything they
can to help the Palestinian people.”

However, Chinese solidarity with
Palestinians is neither ethical nor
ideological. Beijing’s institutional
repression and mass detention of
Uyghur Muslims is no secret. Such a
regime cannot be trusted to support
the Palestinian cause without any
quid-pro-quo.

Palestinians will eventually realize
that China is a fair-weather, oppor-
tunistic friend that exploits emo-
tions and sentiments to further its
agenda. Beijing's current pro-Pales-
tinian rhetoric is a strategic move to
boost its image and establish itself as
a more ethical and just alternative
to the US while securing its geo-eco-
nomic interests in the region.

The Middle East - especial-
ly the Gulf Cooperation Council
countries - is crucial for China’s
energy security, aside from its Belt
and Road Initiative. Additionally,
approximately 15% of China’s oil
imports comes from Iran, which is
a very crucial part of Beijing’s anti-
West strategy.

For years, China has successfully
nurtured strong economic ties with
adversarial parties - Arab states,
Israel, and Iran - and exploited the
fault lines to its advantage. How-
ever, this time, China’s diplomatic
game has gone too far.

Beijing is hopeful that once peace
is restored in the region, Israel will
go back to business as usual with
China. The important question is,
for how long will Israel continue to
ignore China’s diplomatic trickery
and let it get away without conse-
quences’?

The writer is a senior visiting fellow
with the Centre for National Secu-
rity Studies, Bangalore. She holds a
PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, New Delhi, and has worked with
India’s National Security Council’s
Advisory Board as a researcher.

CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTER Wang Yi speaks with Mousa Abu Marzouk
(right) — the head of Hamas’s international relations office based in Qatar
— and Mahmoud al-Aloul, vice chairman of the Fatah Central Committee,
in Beijing last year. Palestinians will eventually realize that China is a fair-
weather, opportunistic friend, the writer maintains. (Pedro Pardo/Reuters)
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‘UK, France, Ukraine working on peace deal’

Russian foreign minister Lavrov: ‘We don’t trust Ukraine; Zelensky is pure Nazi’ - sources

* By GUY FAULCONBRIDGE

LONDONMN (Reuters) - Brit-
ain and France will work on
a peace deal with Ukraine
and present it to US President
Donald Trump, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer said on
Sunday, describing it as a step
in the right direction follow-
ing Friday’s explosive meeting
in the White House.

Starmer, due to host Western
leaders in London in a bid to
revive a peace deal, said he
hoped a European “coalition
of the willing” would come
together to support Kyiv, but
that any ceasefire had to be
underpinned by the Unit-
ed States to prevent Russian
President Vladimir Putin from
invading Ukraine again.

“In other words, we've got to
find those countries in Europe
that are prepared to be a bit
more forward leaning,” he
told BBC television.

“The UK and France are
the most advanced on the
thinking of this, and that is
why President [Emmanuel]
Macron and I are working on
this plan, which we will then
discuss with the US.”

Starmer spoke to Macron
and Trump on Saturday after
he hosted Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky in Down-
ing Street, a day after Trump

and Zelensky clashed in an
extraordinary meeting at the
White House.

Starmer repeated his asser-
tion that a peace deal would

only work in Ukraine if a pos-
sible European peacekeeping
force had a security guarantee
from the United States.

“I've always been clear

that that is going to need a
US backstop, because [ don't
think it would be a guarantee
without it,” he said.
Separately, Russian Foreign

Minister Sergei Lavrov on Sun-
day praised Trump’s “com-
mon sense” aim to end the war
in Ukraine, but accused the
European powers which have

A PROTESTER waves Ukrainian, EU, and Union Jack flags during a gathering outside Downing Street, as European leaders meet for a summit about the war in
Ukraine in London, yesterday. (Henry Nicholls/AFP via Getty Images)

rallied around Kyiv of seeking
to prolong the conflict.
“Donald Trump is a pragma-
tist,” Lavrov told the Russian
military newspaper Krasnaya

Zvezda, according to a tran-
script released by the Foreign
Ministry. “His slogan is com-
mon sense. [t means, as every-
one can see, a shift to a differ-
ent way of doing things.”

“But the goal is still
MAGA (Make America Great
Again),” Lavrov said, refer-
ring to Trump’s political
slogan. “This gives a lively,
human character to politics.
That's why it's interesting to
work with him."”

According to Ukrainian
media sources, the Kyiv Post
and UNITED24 Media, Lavrov
said that Zelensky was a “pure
Nazi” and a “traitor to the Jew-
ish people.”

Further, he criticized
Europe, saying that for the
past 500 vears, it had been
the crucible of “all the trage-
dies of the world” including
colonization, wars, crusaders,
the Crimean War, Napoleon
Bonaparte, World War I, and
Adolf Hitler.

Lavrov also dismissed Euro-
pean ideas for sending in a
contingent of European peace-
keepers and said Russia had
no trust in Ukraine after the
collapse of the Minsk agree-
ments, which were designed to
end a separatist war by Russian
speakers in eastern Ukraine.

Jerusalem Post Staff contribut-
ed to this report.

One killed, 3 wounded by
Russian attacks - Ukraine

* Heuters

Russian shelling over-
night killed one person and
injured two more in the east-
ern Ukrainian city of Kram-
atorsk, and Russian forces
attacked Ukraine with 79
drones, Ukraine’s authorities
said on Sunday.

“Kramatorsk was subject-
ed to hostile shelling - resi-
dential district,” city Mayor
Oleksandr Goncharenko
wrote on the Telegram mes-
saging app. “A bov born in
2006 was killed.”

Goncharenko added that
two people, a man and a
woman, were also injured.

Ukraine’s air defense
units destroyed 63 of the
79 Russian drones that
attacked overnight in sev-
eral Ukrainian regions, the
country’s air force said on
Telegram.

A Russian drone attack
on the city of Zaporizhzhia
in southwestern Ukraine
injured one civilian, the gov-
ernor of the broader Zapor-
izhzhia region, of which the
city is the administrative
center, said on Telegram.

LOCAL RESIDENTS walk past destroyed houses in Kramatorsk,
near the front line in eastern Ukraine, on Saturday.

(Tetiana Dzhafarova/AFP via Getty Images)

The attack sparked a mas-
sive fire at a residential build-
ing, destroying its roof, caus-
ing it to partially collapse,
and spreading over the area
of 300 sgq.m. (3,230 square
feet), the governor, Ivan
Fedorov, said.

Two people were rescued
from underneath the col-
lapsed parts of the building,
Ukraine's emergency service
said on Telegram.

The service also said that

the blast wave damaged
neighboring houses, leaving
tens of people homeless.

There was no immediate
comment from Russia.

Both sides deny targeting
civilians in their attacks on
each other in the war that
Russia launched with its full-
scale invasion on Ukraine
three years ago. But thou-
sands of civilians have died
in the conflict, the wvast
majority of them Ukrainian.

Breakaway Abkhazia's acting leader
elected president, state media says

* By FELIX LIGHT

TBILISI (Reuters) — The acting
leader of Abkhazia has won
a presidential election in the
breakaway Georgian region,
state media said on Sunday,
months after his predecessor
was driven from office follow-
ing protests over an investment
deal with Russia.

Acting President Badra
Gunba took almost 55% of
the vote in Saturday’s election
in the Russia-backed territo-
ry, ahead of opposition leader
Adgur Ardzinba on just under
42%, Abkhazian state news
agency Apsnypress reported,

citing preliminary results from
the electoral commission.

Georgia, of which Abkhazia
is recognized as being part of by
all but a handful of countries,
called the election “another
flagrant violation of Georgia's
sovereignty and territorial
integrity.”

In footage published by state
media, Gunba thanked wvot-
ers and said he would work to
make Abkhazia “independent,
free, and prosperous.”

Abkhazia has in recent
months been plagued by an
electricity crisis, with blackouts
blamed on low water levels at
a key hydroelectric plant and

large-scale cryptocurrency
mining, which requires large
amounts of energy.

Gunba, Abkhazia's vice pres-
ident since 2020, took over as
acting leader in November after
his ally Aslan Bzhania resigned
days after protesters seized gov-
ernment buildings and forced
him to scrap an unpopular deal
with Russia.

It was the third time since
2014 that an Abkhazian leader
had been driven from office by
mass protests.

A lush, Black Sea coastal ter-
ritory of about 240,000 peo-
ple, Abkhazia broke away from
Georgia after a war in the early

1990s, with the support of Rus-
sial.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin congratulated Gunba on
the election win on Sunday,
Russian media cited the Krem-
lin as saying.

Moscow recognized Abkhazia
as independent after another
war in 2008. Tens of thou-
sands of ethnic Georgians were
expelled from the region in suc-
cessive conflicts.

Though the territory is polit-
ically and economically depen-
dent on Russia, some Abkha-
zians have been critical of what
they see as Moscow's growing
influence.

US to probe FedEx plane engine fire

* By DAVID SHEPARDSON

A FedEx Boeing 767 cargo
plane struck a bird while
departing Newark Airport,
New Jersey, on Saturday and
made an emergency landing
with one engine on fire.

FedEx Flight 3609, which
was headed to Indianapolis,

landed safely nine minutes
after takeoff at 7:58 a.m. The
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and National Transpor-
tation Safety Board will inves-
tigate.

Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy said the strike
caused one of the plane’s
engines to burst into flames,

forcing the plane to quickly
land.

“Video from the incident
shows the quick-thinking
pilots returning the plane to
land safely while the engine is
on fire,” Duffy said.

FedEx did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment.

Duffy cited a US Depart-
ment of Transportation
report that said there were
over 19,000 bird strikes in
2023, up 14% over 2022. The
report found 65% of bird
strikes occur during takeoff
or landing and around 5% of
strikes result in damage to an
aircraft. (Reuters)

Austria liberals hold crucial party vote

= By FRANCOIS MURPHY

VIENNA (Reuters) - Beate Meinl-Reising-
er, leader of Austria’s small, liberal Neos
party, called on party members to make
history on Sunday and support what
she sees as a move supporting liberal
democracy as they voted on whether to
join a proposed coalition government.

Neos members met on Sunday to vote
on whether to join the coalition, the
last obstacle to a planned alliance of
three centrist parties without the far
Right.

Two-thirds of Neos members taking
part in the vote must back the coalition
agreement negotiated with the conser-
vative People’s Party (OVP) and Social
Democrats (SPO) for Neos to formally
join the alliance. If they do not, the OVP
and 5PO will be left with a majority of
just one seat in the lower house.

The new government is due to be
sworn in on Monday, ending the lon-
gest wait for one since World War I1. The
far-right Freedom Party, which came
first in September’s parliamentary elec-
tion with around 29% of the vote, failed
to form a government last month after a
centrist effort collapsed.

“l have asked myself what democra-
cies are worth if no one can reach out
their hand anymore,” Meinl-Reisinger
said, referring to the months of negoti-
ations and compromises made in differ-
ent coalition talks.

The party’s priorities include cutting
state spending and eliminating red tape,

/

AUSTRIA’S BEATE MEINL-REISINGER, the leader of the Neos party, speaks to the
media on Thursday. (Michael Gruber/Getty Images)

and the government program includes
measures such as pension reform, long a
top issue for Neos, a party that has never
been in national government.

“We have a responsibility, each of us,
[to build] a liberal democracy,” she said,
ending her speech to the party meeting
in Vienna with the call: “Let’s make
history today.”

She received a standing ovation from
the roughly 650 party members present,
though they were only about a third of

those registered for the hybrid meeting,
which was also online. The vote was due
in the afternoon after opening the floor
to speeches by members.

A majority of one seat in parliament
would technically be enough to govern,
but it would make the business of gov-
ernment far more difficult, since a sin-
gle lawmaker’s absence through, say, ill-
ness could tip the balance. Neos would
also give up the foreign and education
ministries they are due to take over.

Pope, still in hospital but
stable, thanks supporters

+ By JOSHUA MCELWEE

VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - Pope
Francis, in a stable condition as
he battles pneumonia in hos-
pital for the 17th day, met two
Vatican officials on Sunday and
offered thanks to well-wishers
for their prayers and support in
a written message.

Francis, 88, was admitted
to Rome’s Gemelli hospital
on February 14 with respira-
tory problems that degener-
ated into double pneumonia
- a serious infection in both
lungs that can inflame and scar
them, making it difficult to
breathe.

The Vatican said on Saturday
evening that the pontiff’s con-
dition had stabilized, following
an “isolated” breathing crisis a
day earlier.

“I would like to thank you
for the pravers,” Francis said in
a note released by the Vatican
in place of his usual Sunday
prayer with pilgrims, which
the pope was not able to lead
for the third week running.

“I feel all your affection and
closeness and... [ feel as if lam
‘carried” and supported by all

God’s people,” the message
said.

Francis also met at the hos-
pital on Sunday with Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, the Vatican's
number-two  official, and
Parolin’s deputy, said Vatican
spokesperson Matteo Bruni,
without giving further details
about the meeting.

The pope, who is known to
work himself to exhaustion,
has continued leading the Vat-
ican during his hospital stay
and last met Parolin and the
deputy at the Gemelli on Feb-
ruary 24.

Earlier on Sunday, the Vati-
can said in a one-line update
that the pope had rested well
overnight. A full medical
update on his condition is
expected on Sunday evening.

A Vatican official, who did
not wish to be named because
he was not authorized to dis-
cuss the pope’s health, said on
Sunday that Francis was eating
normally, moving about his
hospital room, and continuing
his treatment.

The pope suffered a con-
striction of his respiratory
airways on Friday, akin to an

asthma attack. However, in a
more upbeat tone on Saturday,
the Vatican said the pope’s
blood circulation remained
stable and he did not have
an increased white blood cell
count, indicating his infection
may be abating.

“The Holy Father’s clinical
condition remained stable,”
the Vatican said on Saturday,
adding that the prognosis was
still guarded, meaning he was
not yet out of danger.

The Vatican added on Satur-
day that for a second day run-
ning the pope required non-in-
vasive, mechanical ventilation,
alternating between this and
“long periods of high-flow oxy-
gen therapy.”

Francis has experienced sev-
eral bouts of ill health over the
last two years and is prone to
lung infections because he had
pleurisy as a young adult and
had part of one lung removed.

The pope has not been seen
in public since entering the
hospital, his longest absence
from view since his papacy
started in March 2013, and his
doctors have not said how long
his treatment might last.
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S[E[EIDIS] (other combinations | E S SOLUTION 5744: die, dire, edh, heir, her, 3|2 411
H]A[R]s[H]| may be possible) herd, hid, hide, hie, hied, hire, hired, ide, ire,
© THE PUZZLE COMPANY Reference: Coneise Oxford 10th Edition ed, rid, ride. y, 1 3 8
NEW YORK TIMES CROSSWORD No. 0302
IN THE REARVIEW 16 |17 |18
BY DANIEL GRINBERG AND RAFAEL MUSA / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ
Daniel Grinberg, of Philadelphia, researches user experience for an energy company. Rafael Musa, of San Francisco,
is a software engineer at Airbnb. They met last year at a crossword tournament and hit it off. This is Daniel’s seventh
crossword for The Times and Rafael's 16th. Most of Rafael’s puzzles here have been collaborations. He says co-
constructing “is a great way to get to know someone,” — W.S
ACROSS 30 ___ of Cleves, 97 Wild goats of the Alps 18 Small mongooses S Pl P
1 Dazzling display wife of Henry VIIT 98 Delta hub: Abbr, 21 Creature that sounds A A
6 Tech giant based in 91 Newspaper section 99 Reality competition like a snooze B |
Cupertino, Calif. 52 Tuna variety show with quick-fire 24 Scarlett Johansson,
11 Plant with bugs? 53 Word with lock or challenges Rami Malek or Vin
14 Formation of rugby pocket 103 Smidgen !'J1E5E_!]:| (did you
players 34 Second printings, e.g. 104 Gift-wrapping know .. 1
19 Queendom in the 56 Source of some public supplies 8 P‘_‘I"”Fﬂ”“‘- e.g., for
Bible funding 109 Formal “you,” in gwark
20 Hint at LG.B.TQ.+ 62 Boiling state Uruguay 30 ‘n’:.'lsh list items
story lines to 63 Author of the 1964 110 Americans who live 31 Like some heels and 59 |60 |61
generate buzz artist's book in their own time hopes /
22 Give an address “Grapefruit” zone 32 Marriage equality =
23 What a tight deadline 84 Legal tender 111 Many a piece of activist Windsor,
might require ...or 65 When doubled, a Wwriting familiarly
what's found in dance by Joan Didion 33 “Perhaps. That's
30-Across? 86 Home of the 112Ina h:.a.r-;h{ul manner :I-.;Umd_:thing tl}:"ll.
25 Viennese “please” Sugarloaf Cable Car, 113 Sweetie e
26 Attacked informally 114 Part of a wheel 3 E;Iﬁgi.?b[sg:cl‘}ﬁe
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 27 Do perfecty 67 Totally the wrong 115 Detaches from a the subjectof the
28 Hound or d-Dg ;myﬁ' il .y in Ph],“;inlugi..' or
— , 1oun of dependence e b
S PREE I COGIHL AB/E/LJP AIDIMA| 29Whars-__-name in T9-Across? Medicine (1902)
| ' = (1 el ' ' 30 Question when 70 “Really! Check for 35 Yom Kippur
_A_ I _A_H_T H_ | _F_O_ L_L_O_ I A_H_ E_A-_D |f.‘m’il'lﬁ }’[!ur.‘i't!”[" DDWIN . ﬂhﬁ&‘r‘-‘El'ﬁ. E.H.
Sﬂu E A. L D F DR T U N E CD E D 5‘ a grocery store, T2 Radar gun.nj‘[st 1 1'%31"'::"'.&]-.51'”"&: Abbr. Eﬁ.u'\_l'l'll.lﬁ'il'lj:;l}'
| S | U | N S A | C -W | S E [ KYP | E . perhaps 73 Philosophy 2 Fish bait . Incongruous
\; E C H T u A S H U M S F B- I 3 It:|ﬂ|..'|f_'|“rﬂ] 74 It may be on the 3 Leader of h_][ndoms outcomes -
|~ ] E AL 4 B4 1 =1 . svraTit 2 : g Rebel Alliance 37 Flood preventers [ [
38 Unwanted event at a cho block P i
SHUTTLESHEPROWA TRAP : T - I |
(V= =) | VY |/ A speakeasy 75 “Uh-huh, whatever 4 Options on some tests 38 Hoots l.__. . e .
GREATSQUALLOFCHI NA| 39Spotforapin you say!” 5 Receive severe 42 “Don’t worry about ' "
TWE E OURCE'S LEEKS 40 Lyricist Gershwin 78 Distorts Ccriticism us"
- ' 51 ' ' 41 Halls that may have 79 “It'd be my pleasure” © Blue-green shades 43 Lines of work =
ARAL S| RII|SIE|S Al D - glass ceilings 83 Mates 7 Sound of a smooth- 44 What locks are made
HOIL ¥'S T T ER NROC| 42 Improvise 84 1/96 of a pint: Abbr, i of
A PR - S 0 R O 44 “Everything 85 It comes with a hefty 8 Pig’s digs 45 Catherine ___, wife ) _ i
slEluls(s| D EIA] Changed" (Taylor bill 9 Locale where clovers of Henry VIII 59 Mb?ﬁt cclr_m:_n?n coffee 74 Hlltll:ﬂ?:;}tfsf]c[rée 82N rl:ﬂ]f :;{{!T:bfe{aq; 95 Beauty
- S|E|E] B D oL SR 86 Happen over and bloom 47 Horse's behind Ve 76 Not to be relied baseball team o
1= ! , | 45 Scheme et 10 Forget to finish 48 Protein powder 60 Love interest in a ot to be relied upon 840 i “Ocaan! 99 Fail ignominiously,
i ' /Tit ' i : allme e i : 5 cean in “Ocean’s as g A
MAMMA il S| S|S 46 Tolerate misbehavior ~ 87 Beehive State athlete writing a clue, mayb ingredient :Iraim:rk movie, 77 SL%%E*}‘RT::%:!HE? it as at the box office
S QU IR L A ..or what's found in gg ajese 11 Secret 49 Aetna alternative vl . g P T 100 Rip off
L1k _d [ =] . o P -DRUESCE . : 81 Walks unsteadily That Hill” became 88 Like King Midas, “ .
RUS S G R 56-Across? 89 11, literally 12 Felt longing (for) 53 “Unfortunately, T - ) a Top 10 hit in 2022 notably 101 “Lohengrin” soprano
== - - ‘ollectors of 8 Dssision S 13 Since Jan. 1 that's incorrect” 64 “Monster _" (1962 after being featured 9 Have a pity party 102 Custardy treat
PAT P| E E signatures? self-indulgence 14 “Clest la vie” 55 Many long-running _M" I song) on “Stranger 92 Google Sheets 104 “Quiet!"
. T [ A S [ E P 1 Online subscriptions: Today's 91 Completely change 15 Potato chip, to a Brit it : - ]‘? II..I'ld o S . alternative 105 Gender identity
T/I CK|S u puzzle and more ' one’s position ... 16 Coiffure parts that 56 Word processing 69 Fraidy-cat 78 110, facetiously 93 Supply at the Hershey F'l'_f‘ﬁ?_f
A 1 c [ HO [ 0 'M' than 4,000 past jricziles, or what's found in are sometimes selection 70 Soupcons 79 Barbuda or Barbados Company 106 With it
e — nytimes.com crosswords _ m"“-‘f‘*‘:r”"“? braided 57 Close 71 Organized in a 80 Shoddy 94 City near Disney 107 Confucian concept
USER|S P ($39.95 a year), 96 Intimidate 17 Complete nonsense 58 Director’s directive cabinet, say 81 Most dad jokes World, informally 108 Part of i0S: Abbr.
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since 1985 . for sale unige properties!

S 1 I Iﬁm Jerusalem & its vicinity

www.shalibo.com
RE ALTY

Office: 02-5340481
Meir \ Ovad: 054-B066030020

FOR SALE

For sale in Beit Hakerem

[Moshavim | Jerusalem | Mevasserat

PENT

A Home

for Sale in BAKA ! Private house off market

over 500 sgm plot, 700+ sgm in total from basement to top
offered in shell condition, can be one or two family house

: ST
LAST CHANCE FOR PESACH RENTA
Mamilla - luxury 2br above mall &%

Old Katamon 2 offers of

REAL ESTATE

CENTRAL JERUSALEM
Sales
Z \ ownn
Z I\ AMISHKENOT
S SR

CITY CENTER — 2 Rooms Savyon
view |uxurious furnished. Shabat
elevator. concierge 2.870.000 NIS -
MEMDEL 052-8980111

ANGLO-SAXON

Fifty years
of experience
and success

JERUSALEM

In the city center — Bezalel 5t (near
Bezalel Art School) beautiful 2-
room apartment, quiet & attractive,
2 private entrances, sukkah balcony.
Mear cultural centers, cafes, shops,
Exclusivel Anglo-5axon
077-2315848 Liora 055-4516694

ANGLO-SAXON

JERUSALEM

Fifty years
of experience
and success

In Arnona a spacious 5—room
duplex, modern building near green
park, breathtaking view from
beautiful terrace, double parking,
storage, elevator, near promenade,
shops, quality schools &
synagogues, American Embassy.
Exclusivel Amglo-Saxon
077-2315848 Anita 053-4914920

Fifty years
ANGLO=-SAXON of experience
and success

JERUSALEM

In Old Katamon prestigious new
spacious 4-room garden apt.,
surrounding courtyard, full
accessibility, near quality schools &
synagogues, boutiques & cafes,
theaters & museums, green parks &
more. Great community. Exclusivel
Anglo Saxon 077-2315848 Matan
055-45168861

WESTERN JERUSALEM

S5ales

(G’A NORAMA
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
MEIR SHIRAZI 02
972-54-5666420

JERLISALEM - ISRAEL
nanurama.usr@gmaal.cum

ESTATE ADVISOR

In Ramat Sharet on Pinchas Rosen
Street! Renowvated and unique
duplex, 5.5 rooms, approximately
145 square meters (net), 60 square
meter terrace with an amazing view
(Sukkah) Close to Bayit Vegan, and
the exit to Tel Aviv. Central location.
Meir Shirazi Panorama Real Estate
+972-54-566-6420 Email:
panorama.isr@gmail.com

DANIEL BOUZAGLO
SERUSALEM REAL ESTA

250-300 sgm apartments =g -

Fifty years
of experience
and success

JERUSALEM

In Beit Hakerem brand new
beautiful 4.5-room, 2nd floor
{elevator), small elegant building,
nice big southern terrace, perfect
location: along the light rail, near
cafes & shops. Exclusive! Anglo
Saxon Jerusalem 07 7-2315848 /
053-2436220

Fifty years
of experience
and success

ANGLO-SAXON
JERUSALEM

In Malcha on a quiet cul-de-sac, a
spacious 5-room apartment (130
sqm}, nicely designed and
renovated, large sunny (sukkah)
terrace, view, small garden, private
parking & storage. Mear shops,
school, synagogu. Exclusive!
Anglo=Saxon 077-2315848 Itsik
053-6201529

SOUTHERN JERUSALEM

Sales

N

- \]'HJ:HUT]TI

AMISHKENOT
e

BAKA — 2 apartments sit ontop of
each other 5/3 rooms + studio,
separate entrance, balconies -
9.800.000 NIS - MICHAEL
052-3202488

L))

\]'HJJVJDTI

AMISHKENOT
N

Mim

CLOSE TO BAKA - Mew apartments |
4 rooms 4.550.000 NIS - 5 rooms
5.380.000 NIS - balcony elevator,
storage, parking — MICHAEL
052-3202488

OPAL2X9IX

Real estate, }:rﬁpé rties and investments

Exclusive New Garden Apartment for
Sale in Old Katamon on Hashayarot
St. Presale new building 4 bedrooms
(114 meters) Private garden
Machsan appx 8 meters with a
window 2 private entrances Corner
apartment surrounded by greenery
Price:7 000,000 MIS Yaron Sherman
Israel number: +972-2-5731060
+972-545 305085 opal.res@gmail.
com Visit our websiteswww.
yaronsherman.com

I
LL& [ERUSALEM POST

For sale private house

[n Ein Kerem
close to Bayit Vegan
5 rooms -garden 318 sqm

Lily Lewit Property Consultant
+972-50-5248930

WWW.LILY.CO.IL LILYLEWIT@GMAIL.COM

OPAL YXDIX

Real estate, -rjfﬁ.pl;r'l‘l.Fﬂ' and investments

Exclusive a Penthouse for Sale in
Jerusalem in Rehavia Border of
Talbieh in a MNew Project 3 Bedrooms
100 sqm 2.5 Bathrooms 54 sqm 2
Sukkah terraces To a breathtaking
view High Ceilings Elevator Mew
Building Price: 6,400,000 NIS Yaron
Sherman Israel number:
+972-2-5731060 +972-545 305085
opal.res@gmail.com Visit our
websiterwww.yaronsherman.com

N
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AMISHKENOT
e

L))

BAKA — Caspi street penthouse 180
sqm + 40 sgm terrace, panoramic
view to the old city, parking".
9.800.000 NIS - MICHAEL
052-3202488

JERUSALEM SUBURBS

Rentals

Fifty years
of experience

ANGLO-SAXON
and Success

JERUSALEM

In Efrat Spacious 6.5-room cottage,
pastoral location, nice courtyard /
garden, view, balconies from rooms,
near synagogue. Exclusive! Anglo-
Saxon 077-2315642 Sigalit
053-6243560

Fifty years
of experi
and success

ANGLO-SAXON

JERUSALEM

The best place in Mevaseret Zion
elegant 4-rooms (120 sqm) in the
“country & Park" upscale project,
15t floor overlooking green park, no
step from street / parking (elevator),
near new country club, shops, cafes,
clinics & more. Exclusive!l ANGLO-
SAXOM, MEVASERET: 077-8044850
Aime 053-5444717

GUSH ETZION

Sales

For Sale: House in Alon Shvut —-Gush
Etzion Living Area: Approximately 70
square meters 4 rooms Property
Type: Detached Family Home Lot
Size: Approximately 420 square
meters Significant Building Potential
Marketing Price: $850,000 For more
details, please contact me via
phone/WhatsApp —
972-52-4239880 or email:
kalavi.yakum@&gmail.com Davidi Per

HERZLIYA PITUACH

Sales

OPALYROIR

Real estate, properties and investments

2 Apartments for Sale in Herzliya
Pituach in a Luxury Building with a
Swimming Pool Located in a prime
location with a view to the sea 2.5
rooms 63 sqm approximately 5
rooms, 126 sgm High quality
apartment 18 sgm sun balcony on
the sea side Private parking Amazing
spa with wet/dry sauna, gym and
heated swimming pool. Yaron
Sherman Israel number:
+972-2-5731060 +972-545 305085
opal.res@gmail.com Visit our
website:www.yaronsherman.com

To advertise please call:

+972-3-761-9000

L JERUSALEM POST

Penthouse -155 sq m, 5.5 rooms
Succka Terrace

panoramic View

8.70000 asking

m g’ 'y

consullanls

| L '. LILY LI=WTI

Maotza lllit I

Ne.575

privat land 2.2 dunam for 4 villa - 325 sgm each!

Matza lllit

Ramat Raziel
Luxury high standard mansion

posassion of 8 dunams
greatl location, open view
flexible entrance
can be sold furnished as is
for immidiate entrance

Mo, 559
villa an private land 900 sgm, built 300 sgm!
Aminadav
f .
!
No.414

Machala 3 dunams, 130 sgm house, 670 BR

EXCLUSIVE

Historical Boutique Building
High ceilings, 210 sqm, 8 large
rooms, 3 balconies

Prime location, near the Rail Park

STUNNING GREEK
COLONY SALE

Quite yet central location,
rare, historical building, 90 sgm,
2 balconies, high ceilings, original
colored tiles, large storeroom

| “ Hellen Duman 054-4629963
: hellenduman50@gmail.com
NELLEN buMAN  F hellenrealestate.com

New Penthouse in Rechavia
Light filled duplex penthouse 213 sgm + 100 sqm sukkah balcony and

reoftop. Four exposures providing stunning views of Jerusalem.

Detached House near Baka

Building rights for 11 apartments totalling 1700 sgm + 260 sgm of gardens.
Green area near Baka and old city. Offers significant tax benefits for

development.

Glorious Old Katamon Penthouse

A customizable duplex penthouse, 346 SQM with 2 large Balconies,
a private garden, Private elevator, parking breathtaking views and abundant

natural light.

© Tel:+972-545596052
orencohengroup.com | 33 Keren Kayemet St.

ASHKELON

Ashkelon

Properties

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER

Widest selection of new and resale
SEA VIEW properties in Anglo
populated area close to Marina
Synagogues Shopping & Beaches
for sale or rent. Some 20% down
and balance upon completion.
David Zwebner +972544332621
Davidz@ashkelonproperties.com

Collector
Wants to buy

Anything old,
Antiques,
Books, Judaica,
Pictures, Clocks,
Photographs

052-5702888

Teperberg Realty ...

* German Colony -
Rare private Templar
house, luscious garden

» Baka - Beautiful 4R,
historic apt, lovely porch

» Old Talpiot - great
location 4R apt + studio

)

L2 2 2 5
Tel. 02-5660262
teperberg@zahav.net.il
www.teperberg.com

HEJERUSALEM POST

Your address for

Exclusive Apartment for Sale
in a New Building in Jerusalem
in Rehavia

2 Rooms (50 sg m) + a Loft (30 sq m)
High Ceilings
Price: 2,800,000 NIS

Opal Real Estate Services

Exclusive for Sale a Luxury
Apartment in the Prestige
Boutique Haneviim with a
Spectacular View of the Old City

2 rooms (74 meters)
Terrace (15.8 meters)

OPALYROIN

itmal Estaia Services

For more detzils: Yaron Sherman Tel +972-2-5731060 Cell phone: 0545305085
Wisit our website: wwwyaronsherman.com Email: opalres@gmail.com

In Malcha, JERUSALEM

T Ty |
JERUSALEM

S

On a quiet cul-de-sac, a spacious 5-room terraced apartment
(originally 6), 130 sgm, nicely designed and renovated, 1st floor,
large living room & beautiful terrace with view, small garden,
private parking & storage. Near shops, school, synagogue, public
transportation. Easy access from major roads to University &
government campus, Shaare Zedek & Hadassah medical centers.

Don’t miss this one!

Itsik Vanunu 053-5983642
Office 077-9968746 | www.anglo-saxon.co.il [{

054-4366390 | 054-8350543

Faingol

Hural-Litaie speacy

IN THE HEART OF
OLD KATAMON!

4 rooms which will be
extended to 5 by Tama process,
constructions will start at
March. The apartment will be
completely renovated, 115
sqm built+ 12 sgm balcony+
9 sqm storage room. En-suite
master bedroom. Elevator.

Asking price only 4.69M

AVAILABLE ALSO IN (- +972548350543

MISHMAR HA'AM

I [ERUSALEM POST
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ENTERTAINMENT BILLBOARD
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PROGRAMS

KAN HD (Y/H11)

06:00 This Morning - with Arieh
Golan

08:00 Kalman Liberman

10:00 Daily Agenda - with Keren
Neubach

12:00 Eating Plants 2 - 5. Canada
12:32 Rare Animals - Singing Birds
12:45 Fine Mote 2 - Maomi Polani
13:17 Nature”s Ultimate Survivors -
Episode 1

14:00 MNews Flash

14:05 MNature™s Ultimate Survivors -
Episode 1

14:17 Come Dine with Me 8 -
Week South 3

14:46 The Chase 8 - Episode 18
15:00 MNews Flash

15:05 The Chase B - Episode 18
15:47 Through the Looking Glass -
with Guy foh

16:00 Game of Pockets - with Liel

Iji’.yzer
6:55 The World Today - with Yoav
Zehavi
I‘!B:ﬂﬂ Kan at Six - with Maya Rach-
in
18:55 Seven - with ﬁyala Hasson
19:53 The Evening News - with Tali
Moreno
21:30 The Russian Compound -
Episode 3

:20 Listen to This with Ben Shani

-zlg:\isude

:54 Through the Looking Glass -
with Guy Zoh

23:07 Night News - with Akiva
Novick

23:37 Bosch 2 - Episode 8

KESHET HD (Y/H12)

06:00 News Flash

06:10 The Morning Headlines
07:00 News Flash

07:08 The Moming MNews with Niv
Raskin

09:30 News Flash

09:35 Morning News - with Nesli
and Yoav

11:00 Keren Agam: Recipe with a

Sto

11 .rA\lIS Guy Pinnes

12:00 ‘?Pecial Mews Broadcast
15:00 Today”s edition - With Ofer
Hadad and Am

16:55 Five With Raffi Reshef
18:00 6:00 P.M with...

19:00 The Early News Edition
19:55 Main Edition

21:30 Fact

22:50 Fact - Studio

22:55 Guy Pinnes

23:25 Avn and Sherki

RESHET HD (Y/H13)

06:00 This Morning - Preview
07:00 This Morning - Omer Yardeni
092:30 MNews Flash

09:35 Starting the Day - Yarden
and Elad

10:00 MNews Flash

10:05 Starting the Day - Yarden
and Elad

11:00 MNews Flash

11:05 Starting the Day - Yarden
and Elad

12:00 News Flash

12:05 The Legal Countdown -
Doron Herman

12:40 New Love - The Decision
13:00 MNews Flash

13:05 New Love - The Decision
14:00 MNews Flash

14:05 The Daily Report

15:00 Today”s News

16:55 Today™s Talk - With Lucy
Aharish

17:55 The Six O"Clock News
18:59 War Zone - Raviv Druker
19:53 The Main Mews Edition
21:30 New Love - Episode 15
22:55 The Tube - Guy Lerer
23:26 The Sports Magazine
23:30 The Past Day - With Tal Ber-

man
00:00 MNaor"s Friends 4 - No Prior
Info

HOT CHANNEL 3 (H3)

08:30 Matlock
09:13 A Million Little Things 3
10:37 Ofipring 3
] S|
11:27 Matﬁ)clrcig
12:11 Suits 4
12:54 Offspring 3
13:44 A Million Little Things 3
14:26 Shababnikim 2
15:03 of Our Lives
Piﬁs‘ The Young and the Restless,
I.
16:18 The Bold and The Beautiful

(767

7:02 Days of Our Lives

‘T’?‘:ﬁ! The Young and the Restless,
r.

18:20 Suits 4

19:03 Matlock

19:47 Offspring 3

20:33 The Other Two 3

21:05 The Other Two 3

21:40 Suits 4

22:26 Zaguri 2

23:22 Bay of Fires

00:16 The Other Two 3

00:50 The Other Two 3

HOT ISRAELI ENTERTAINMENT
%ﬂﬂ Renewal of Broadcasts at

00
08:00 Small Talk
08:27 The Agents
08:56 The Countdown
09:22 Towers
09:47 Wine and Roses
10:35 Michaela
11:23 The Champ 3
11:51 My Sister Jackie
12:18 Full Moon 2
12:42 Towers
13:07 Wine and Roses
13:54 Michaela
14:42 The Champ 3
15:10 Small Talk
15:40 The Agents
16:09 The Countdown
16:34 Towers
16:59 Wine and Roses
17:47 Michaela
18:35 The Champ 3
19:03 My Sister Jackie
19:35 Towers
20:02 Wine and Roses
20:51 Michaela
21:33 The Champ 3
22:02 Towers
2229 Full Moon 2
22:59 Wine and Roses
23:46 Michaela
00:30 The Champ 3
00:58 My Sister Jackie
01:30 Towers
01:57 Small Talk
02:27 The Agents
02:56 The Countdown
03:23 Full Moon 2
03:52 Renewal of Broadcasts at
08:00

HOT HBO (H4)

08:00 Renewal of Broadcasts at
10:05

10:05 Far Morth

11:01 Blinded

11:49 Tulsa King 2

12:30 Ludwi

13:33 Curb Your Enthusiasm 10
14:15 Far Morth

15:09 Blinded

15:54 Tulsa King 2

16:35 Ludwi

17:38 Curb Your Enthusiasm 10
18:17 Tulsa King 2

18:58 Fallen

19:44 Curb Your Enthusiasm 10
20:30 Fleishman Is in Trouble
21:15 Blinded

22:00 The White Lotus 3
23:00 In Memoriam

23:48 Winning Time

00:47 Insecure

HOT ZONE (H5)

07:32 NCIS LA 14

08:13 FBI 5

08:52 Chicago PD 9

09:34 SWATS

10:16 C5i: as 3

10:58 FBI: International, 5. 4

11:40 FBI 5

12:19 NCIS 21

13:02 NCIS LA 14

13:43 SWATSE

14:25 Chicago PD 9

15:07 Law & Order: SVU 25

15:48 FBI 5

16:27 NCIS 21

17:10 C5l: as 3

17:52 NCIS LA 14

18:33 Chicago PD 9

19:15 Law & Order: SVU 25

19:56 SWATE

20:38 FBl: International, 5. 4
! icago

22:42 Ntfﬂagz

23:25 NCIS LA 14

YES TV DRAMA

06:00 Accused

06:50 Suits 3

07:40 Berlin Bluz

08:17 Maxima

09:10 Accused

10:00 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

;3:25 The Young And The Restless
11:10 Elsbeth 2

11:55 Matlock

12:39 Suits 3

13:23 Berlin Bluz

14:00 Maxima

14:51 Accused

15:36 Suits 3

16:20 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

16:45 The Young And The Restless

50

17:30 Maxima

18:21 Elsbeth 2

19:06 Matlock

19:55 The Bold And The Beautiful
2020-2021

gg:ﬂﬂ The Young And The Restless
21:00 Miss Fallaci

21:56 Chicken Sisters

22:45 Minx 2

23:13 Billions 4

00:05 Outlander 7

01:03 Minx 2

01:34 Billions 4

02:33 Outlander 7

YES TV ACTION

06:00 9-1-1 Season &

06:45 9-1-1 Season 6

07:30 Trigger Point

08:22 | aw & Order: Criminal
Intent Toronto

09:07 Law & Order: Svu 24
09:52 Mcis 22

10:37 Mcis: La 14

11:22 9-1-1 Season 6

12:07 9-1-1 Season 6

12:52 Fbi: International 2
13:37 Law & Order: Criminal
Intent Toronto

14:22 |aw & Order: Svu 24
15:07 Trigger Point

16:00 9‘?91 Season 6

16:45 9-1-1 Season 6

17:30 Ncis 22

18:15 Mcis: La 14

19:00 Fbi: International 2
19:45 Law & Order: Svu 24
20:30 Law & Order: Svu 24
21:15FB. 7

22:00 Fbi: International 4
22:45 Fbi: Most Wanted 6
23:30 The Responder 2
00:20 True Blood Season 1 -VOD
01:20 True Blood Season 1 - VOD
02:15 House Of The Dragon

YES TV COMEDY

06:14 The Neighborhood 6
06:39 The Meighborhood &
07:04 Hot In Cleveland &
07:30 Hot In Cleveland &
07:56 Avenue 5

08:30 Avenue 5

09:05 Kid Sister

09:34 Kid Sister

10:02 The Office 5

10:27 The Office 5

10:52 The Nanny 4

11:20 The Nanny 4

11:48 Married With Children 7
12:16 Married With Children 7
12:44 Avenue 5

13:17 Avenue 5

13:51 The Neighborhood 6
14:16 The Neighborhood &
14:41 Hot In land &
15:06 Hot In Cleveland &
15:31 Kid Sister

15:59 Kid Sister

16:27 The Office 5

16:52 The Office 5

17:17 The Nanny 4

17:44 The Nanny 4

18:10 Married With Children 7
18:37 Married With Children 7
19:04 Avenue 5

19:37 Avenue 5

20:10 Kid Sister

20:35 Kid Sister 2

21:00 The Office 5

21:25 The Office 5

21:50 The Manny 4

22:15 The Manmny 4

22:40 Married %ﬂn Children 7
23:05 Married With Children 8
23:30 Curb Your Enthusiasm &
00:00 Curb Your Enthusiasm 5
00:45 Entourage 7

01:12 Entourage 7

01:38 The Neighborhood 6

MIDDLE EAST TV (Y109/H150)

11:00 Rawhide

12:00 Touched by an Angel

13:00 The 700 Club

14:00 Make Today Count with Lau-
rie Ditto

14:30 Supernatural Love of Yeshua
15:00 The Rifleman

15:30 The Riflerman

16:00 Cunsmoke

17:00 Rawhide

18:00 ILTV Weekly Review

18:30 [t"s Supernatural

19:00 The Club

20:00 Touched by an Angel
21:00 It"s Su atural

21:30 Israel Daily

22:00 One America News Network
23:00 Manna Fest with Perry Stone
23:30 The Real Pro-choice

00:00 Insider

00:30 The Riflermnan

01:00 The Rifleman

HISTORY (Y37/H43)

06:00 American Pickers 19 - Ep. 35
06:44 The Mega Brands that Built

America 2 - E

07:26 History”s Greatest Mysteries

5- %9

08:08 Ancient Aliens 15-Ep. 18
?ﬂ:gﬂ Toys that Built the World 3 -
05:34 Pawn Stars 24 - Ep. 27
10:15 American Pickers 21 -Ep. 9
Eﬂ:gﬂ Toys that Built the World 3 -

p.
11:41 American Pickers 19 - Ep. 35

12:25 The Mega Brands that Built
America 2 - E

13:07 The Iran-Israel War - Ep. 1
14:04 History"”s Greatest Mysteries

5- EB. 7
14:46 Ancient Aliens 15 - Ep. 16
15:30 Proof Is Out There: Military

s
16:11 Pawn Stars 24 - Ep. 27
16:52 American Pickers 21 - Ep. 9
Eg:%&Tuys that Built the World 3 -
18:20 The Mega Brands that Built
America 2 - E

19:02 Dark Marvels - Ep. 1

;9:;4 1Fl[{:istf:w_yf’" s Greatest Mysteries

20:25 Ancient Aliens 15 - Ep. 19
21:07 Dark Marvels - Ep. 5

21 .g-ﬂ History™s Greatest Heists -

2:30 Great Escapes with Morgan
Freeman 2 - Ep
23:13 Toys that Built the World 3 -
.11
3:1325 Toys that Built the World 3 -

3:55 Alone 10- Ep. 2
00:41 History”s Greatest Mysteries

5-Ep. 9

01 :fi Ancient Aliens 15 - Ep. 18
02:05 Dark Marvels - Ep. 4

02:46 Pawn Stars 24 - Ep. 27
03:27 American Pickers 21 - Ep. 9
E;I-:;1 Toys that Built the World 3 -
04.133 Toys that Built the World 3 -

04:55 Alone 10 - Ep. 1
CLASSICA HD

06:10 Semifinals: Schubert, Ul
mann et al.
06:39 Schubert: Four Impromptus,

D?. 20

07400 Mozart: String Quartet No. 21
07:26 Cyorgy Ligeti: Concert
Romanesc

07:42 Von Biber: Missa Salisbur-

ensis
39:12 Semi-final: Meredith Wohl-

emuth
=40 Modena - City of Belcanto
10:05 Rachmaninoff: Piano Con-
certo Mo. 4
10:33 Classica Spotlight
11:03 England, g;gland. Part 2
11:24 Rina Sala Gallo Plano Com-
ition 2022
2:27 Schon : Pelleas and
Melisande, DIJ.
13:07 Choral Music by Bach,
Schutz et al.
14:21 Chopin: Piano Sonata Mo. 2,
Thidd
14: Cla_f.sica‘ggotlight
15:01 Britten: War Requiem
(McCreesh)

16:36 Stravinsky: Symphony in
Three Mwemelr?ts y

16:59 Dance: La Belle

18:33 Shusha Renaissance (2023)
19:25 IPO: 70th Anniversary Gala
21:02 Discaverin? Masterpieces
21:30 Semi Final lI: Jan Hugo
22:00 Verdi: Mabucco (Oren)
00:12 Brahms: Tragic rture,

gg. 81

0 :%g Villa-Lobos: String Quartet
0.

01:00 Tchaikovsky: lolanta (2012)

02:48 |. 5. Bach: Mass in B minor,

BWv 232

04:45 Music of Naples

04:58 Beethoven: Piano Concerto

Mo. 3 (2021)

YES DOCU (Y8)

09:15 Small Town News: Kpmwv
Pahrum-1 Documentary series pulls
back the curtain on life at a privately
owned TV station in the small des-
ert town of Pahrump, Nevada,
revealing a colorful cast of charac-
ters in front of and behind the cam-
eras. 2021.
09:45 How Do You Measure A
Year? From the time she was two
rs old and until she turned 18,
had a ritual: Dad asked {(and
filmed), and Ella answered. Dir. Jay
Rosenblatt. 2021
10:15 The Truth About Killer
Robots Robots are great... exce
when they kill people and steal jobs.
Exploring provocative viewpoints
from engineers, factory workers,
journalists, philosophers and sdi-
ence fiction writers. Dir. Maxim
Pozdorovkin, 2018.
11:35 One Mation Under Stress
Filmmaker Marc Levin follows Dr.
Sanjay Gupta as he tries to uncover
the root ::au;e;: 1|:||f why rg.rl'nerican life
ax ncy is falling and is now
5:hIE:::l'?t{wert'a H"gn all Dm%r major devel-
o countries. 2019,
12:45 Cocaine Bear: The True Story
The story of Kentucky cc{rj) Drew
Thornton, his infamous runm,
and bizarre actual events ind the
movie Cocaine Bear.

hit Holl
rt Palumbo, Tom Pollock.

Dir.: Rol
2023,

13:40 Mama"s Boy The true story
of Dustin Lance Black - an account

of growing up poor and with a
mrﬁ:e m.;ﬁie physicall E1’:|Ei|glrahha|:l,
Mormon mother, and imprint

this woman made on his character .
Dir. Laurent Bouzereau. 2022
15:20 Last Flight Home Ondi Tim-
oner follows Rer desperately ill
father, and his family, after he
decides to exercise his right under
Californian law. Filmm shares a stun-
ning account of a courageous fami-
Iy confronting life and death. 2022.
7:05 Small Town News: Kprmv
Pahrum-2 Documentary series pulls
back the curtain on life at a privately
owned TV station in the small des-
ert town of Pahrump, Mevada,
revealing a colorful cast of charac-
ters in front of and behind the cam-
eras. 2021.
17:35 Kareem: Minority Of One
This documentary charts the leg-
endary career and influence of bas-
ketball great Kareem Abdul-jabbar -
a sports trailblazer both on and off
the court. Dir. Aaron Cohen. 2014.
19:00 The Telemarketers Ep.1
Three-part documentary.
young telemarketing clerk and his
co-worker, realized that a huge bil-
lion-dollar fraud was being perpe-
trated, a fraud carried out™ by an
ggﬁ:.nizatjan related to the police.

20:00 Clinica de Migrantes An
unprecedented look into the work-
ings of one of the only health clinics
that serves America’s untouchable
class: undocumented immigrants.
Dir. Maxim Pozdorovkin. 2016.
20:40 Open Your Eyes We follow
an elderly blind couple from Nepal
on their extraordinary journey to far-
away hospital in mandu and an
unbelievable chance to see again...
Dir. Irene Taylor Brodsky. 2015.
21:15 The Americas - 3 An 11-epi-
sode docu-series E:;plarin the won-
ders, mysteries, and fragilities of the
wildlife in the Americas, the largest
landmass on Earth, with the narra-
tion of Tom Hanks and a score by
El‘airjts.girgwer. 2025,

: angerous Dynasty:
House of A;sra:%i -TA E‘lyree—pt};rt
series delving into the story of the
Assad family sty, exploring
Bashar and Asma Assad’s journiey to
absolute power in Syria - from
apparent modernisers to a regime
accused of war crimes. 2018.
22:50 Monster of Jerusalem - 1

2011. Large Orthodox families from
|erusalem discover that their chil-
dren have been sexually assaulted.
The number of victims has grown
to three-digit numbers, and the

lice are at a loss ... Dir. Limer

nkhasowv. 2021.

23:45 How To With John Wilson 3 -
1 Third season of series from docu-
mentary filmmaker and self-de-
scribed “anxious New Yorker” John
Wilson, who attempits to give every-
day advice while dealin&;zwim his
own personal issues. 2021.

CHAMMEL 8 (H8)

06:02 Better Days: Ze'ev Revach
07:20 TMZ INVESTICATES: MAT-
THEW PERRY

08:05 HACASHASH

09:02 House of Kardashian
09:57 Year on Planet Earth
10:47 Mo Child Spread

12:02 HACAS H

13:01 House of Kardashian
13:52 Year on Planet Earth
14:42 Mo Child Spread

15:57 Better Days: Ze'ev Revach
17:14 Year on Planet Earth
18:06 House of Kardashian
19:01 Mo Child Spread

20:16 HAGAS H

21:15 Queen Camilla

22:05 My so called selfish life
23:25 The Syringe Killer

00:18 Queen Camilla

01:10 My so called selffish life
02:30 The Syringe Killer

03:23 Queen Camilla

NATIOMAL GEOGRAPHIC (Y41/
H46)

06:37 Abandoned - 7. Blue Ribbon
Facto
n?:ﬂrzy.ﬂnhandaned - B. Qil City,
Pennsylvania Ba
l'.'l?:ZByThE Story Of God with Mor-

an Freeman -

:21 Air Crash Investigation 10 - 1.

Disaster
09:09 Air Crash Investigation 10 -
2. The Plan
09:57 Drain the Oceans Compila-
tions 5 - 2. Bat
10:45 lce Road Rescue 6 - 5. Pres-
sure Pile-Up
11:31 Abandoned - 9. Connecticut
Ghost Town
11:55 Abandoned - 10. New York
Masonic Lodge
12:20 The § ﬂrg Of God with Mor-

an Freeman -

3:12 None of the Abowve 2 - 3. Pos
itively Shoc
13:36 MNone of the Above 2 - 4.
RTINS Sepentiov

: enius tephen Hawkin

- 2. What Am | y Stephe J
14:46 One Strange Rock - 2. Storm
15:35 Air Crash Investigation 10 - 3.
Split De
16:22 Air Crash Investigation 10 -

4. Break-Up
17:09 Car 5.0.5. 7 - 8. Lamborghini

Ef.;lada

}4 :56 Science of Stupid 4 - Episode
}gﬂﬂ Science of Stupid 4 - Episode
18:44 Drain the Oceans Compila-
tions 5 - 3. Hol

19:30 Food Factory USA - 3. Minty
Chem; Ta‘i;g

19:53 Food Factory USA - 4. Fishy
Mutty Soda

20:16 Mo Taste Like Home with
Antoni Porowski

21:00 terious Islands - 6. Lost
Colo R

21:41 Mutant Weather - 3. Melt
22:25 UFOs: Investigating the
Unknown 2 - 6.Ci

23:10 No Taste Like Home with
Antoni Porowski

23:54 Mysterious Islands - 6. Lost

CD|{£$' R

00:00 Mo Taste Like Home with

Antoni Porowski

00:44 Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted:

0128 Lost T of 3-7
H st Ireasures -4

Pyramid T faymt

MEZZO FULL (H195)

10:20 Interfezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a variety of genres from |azz
to Classical music.
11:00 Keith Jarrett - Lugano Jazz
Estival Jazz concert from 1986, with
Keith Jarrett, Gary Peacock (bass)
antyick De{ul"lmtte {drums).
11:54 Sokolov: Schubert, Beethoven,
Rameau Gri Sokolov (piano) per-
forms works by Franz Schubert, Lud-
wig van Beethoven, Jean-Philip
Rameau, and Johannes Brahms. The
Philharmonie, Berlin, 2013
14:17 InterbMezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a vari genres from |azz
to Classical music.
14:30 Strauss: Salome Opera in
one act. Orchestre de I’Gpera
national de Paris led by Simone
Young. Soloists: Elza van den Heever
(S5alome), lain Paterson (jochanaan),
|lohn Daszak (Herodes). Opera
national de Paris, 2022.
16:12 InterMezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a variety of genres from |azz
to Classical music.
16:25 Gergely Madaras: Ravel, Jon-
en Orchestre Philharmonique

al de Li% and Iveta Apkalna
nge

{organ) led ely Madaras
perform Jongen’s Concertante sym-
mn}i for organ and orchestra and
I's Mothér goose, complete bal-
let. 2023.
17:34 Sergiu Celibidache: Ravel’s
Alborada... Munich Philharmonic
led by Sergiu Celibidache performs
Maurice Ravels Alborada del g;acin—
so. Philharmonie, Cologne, 1994,
17:46 Sergiu Celibidache: Ravel’s
Bolero Munich Philharmonic led by
Sergiu Celibidache performs Mau-
rice Ravel’s Bolero. Philharmonie,
Cologne, 1994,
18:21 Daniele Gatti: Stravinsky,
Shostakovich Vienna Philharmonic

led b)-' Daniele Gatti performs Igﬁ’r
Stravinsky’s Apollon usagketet I-
let suite, and Dmitri Shostakovich's

Sym Mo. 10 in E minor, Op.
9%.. mginkw}.:erein, Vienna, 2024. P
19:51 Daniele Gatti: Mendelssohn,
Debussy Orchestre de la Suisse
Romande led by Daniele Gatti per-
forms Mendelssohn's Calm sea and
sperous voyage, op. 27,
Sympnony no. € i F maor Op. 68
m no. & in F major Op. 68,
'I;(alstﬂral%ﬂz?.. : P
21:20 InterMezzo A selection of
short musical clips and artmusic -
enjoy a vari OF genres from Jazz
to Classical music.
21:30 Monteverdi from Mantua to
Venice Documentary. An exception-
al musical journey by John Eliot Gar-
diner and the Monteverdi Choir in
Italy at the Palazzo Ducale in Man-
tua and in Venice. Dir.: Sebastien
Glas. 2023,
23:43 Michel Dalberto: Schubert
(Cla_f.sic;lll;é?'fncert. I‘;‘IciﬁhebLDalbertﬂ
iano OIS ubert’s piano
sgnata no. 19in C minor, D. I'E;SS,
and piano sonata no. 21 in B flat
major, D. 960. Sommets Musicaux
de Gstaad, 2021.
01:00 Suite Flamenca - Antonio
Gades Company Suite Flamenca
from ‘Bodas de Sangre” (Blood Wed-

dl'n%}.by Antonio Gades. Stella Arau-
2o, Miguel Lara, & Compania Anto-
nio Gades. Cho raphy: Cristina
. Teatro Real, Madnid, 2011
02:08 Claudio Abbado: Wagner,
Debussy Lucerne Festival Orchestra,
Schweizer Kammerchor, Bryn Terfel
(baritone), Rachel Harnisch (sopra-
no), and Eteri Gvazava (soprano) led
by Claudio Abbado perform works
b\‘g‘uﬁfaggner and Debussy. 2003.
03:33 Interdezzo A selection of
short musical cli?s and artmusic -
enpcl)?( a variety of genres from |azz
to Classical music.
04:00 Mozart: Piano Concerto No.
22 The Berliner Philharmoniker led
Daniel Barenboim Orms
fgang Amadeus Mozart's Fiano
Concerto Mo. 22 in E-flat major K.
482. Siemens-Villa, Berlin, 1989,
04:36 Bachar Mar-Khalife & Bojan Z
- Jazz Jazz. Performance of Bachar
Mar-Khalife (piano) & Bojan Z
(piano), at Jazz a la Villette Festival.
rand Halle de la Villette, Paris, 2021
05:26 Carla Bley Sextet - Lugano
lazz Festival Carla Bley (clavier), Steve
Swallow (bass), Wayne Krantz (gui-
targ, Victor Lewi%drums} , Larry Wil-
lis {piano), Don Alias (drums) per-
form at Lugano |azz Festival, 1986

MOVIES

HOT CIMEMA 1 (H16)

08:00 Pele Pele’s meteoric rise
from the slums of Sao Paulo to lead-
ing Brazil to its first World Cup victo-

. Cast: Vincent D'Onofrio, Adriano
o 1%1:"1. Dir.: Jeff Zimbalist (USA,

09:47 Lara Croft: Tomb Raider
Action. Lara Croft, the noble adven-
turess, goes looking for an ancient
device can control time and
death. Cast: elina Jolie, jJon Voi-
ht. Dir.: Simon West (USLA, 2001).
1:28 Unknown Thriller. A man
wakes up from a coma to discover
someone has stolen his identity and
no one believes him. Cast: Liam
Meeson, Diane Kruger. Dir.: Jaume
Collet-Serra (USA, 2011).
13:21 iven Sunday Drama.
An ambitious young woman who
inhe“ts a pmd ional fn-crtballl team
is willing to do a ing to glori
the I:ear% and hem J?l Pang-
no, Cameron Diaz. Dir: Oliver Stone

(1999
RED 2 Retired CIA agent

16:0
reunites his team of elite operatives
for a global quest to track down a
rtable nuclear device. With Bruce
u'r'"i'fé”‘e."idg“ YA Pt of corpo.

H u air of corpo-
rate spies \.Ehn areg stean'nyrggst
hook ug_ltﬂ pull off the ultimate con
job on their respective bosses. With
Clive Owen, ulffﬂnberts. (2009)
20:02 Dead Man Down In Mew
York, a crime lord's Aight-hand man
who is seduced by a beautiful
woman seeking retribution helps
her with her revenge plan. Wi
Colin Farrell, Noomi Rapace, Ter-
rence Howard (2013)

22:00 Rambeo: First Blood
Action. Rambo, a Vietnam veteran,
wanders America in search of his
friends. A run in with a local sheriff
starts a war. Cast: Brian Dennehy,
Syhvester Stallone. Dir.: Ted Kotc

SA, 1982).

23:34 Hunter Killer An untested
American submarine captain teams
with LS. Nawvy Seals to rescue the
Russian president, who has been
kidna . Cast: Gerard Butler,
Ga& Idman. Dir.: Donovan Marsh
&I'.I.I , 2018).

:35 The Black Dahlia Thriller.
In an environment of secrets and
lies, two detectives disclose hidden
truths about the murder of a beauti-
ful woman. Cast: Josh Hartnett,
Scarlett Johansson. Dir: Brian De
Palma (USA, 2007).

HOT CIMEMA 2 (H17)

06:24 Broadcasts will Resume
m Broadcasts will Resume

06:27 13 Minutes Drama. Fami-

lies in a Heartland town are tested in

a single day when a torado hits,

forcing 5 to cross and redefin-

ing the meaning of survival. Cast:

Thora Birch. Dir.: Lindsay Gossling
5A 2021).

:15 The Forger A thief works
with his father and son to forge a
Monet painting and steal the origi-
nal. Together, plan the heist of
their lives. With John Travolta, Chiris-
topher Plummer (2014)

:51 The 33 Drama. True story
of miners who were trapped for
months in a gold mine in Chile and
succeeded to pass on film footage.
With Antonio Banderas (2015).
11:57 Patriot Games Thriller.
When a ClA agent interferes with an
IRA assassination, a re de faction
targets him and his family for
revenge. With Harrison Ford, Anne
Archer (I!hggzla
13:53 The Numbers Station A
discredited hlack-l?s agent tasked
with ing a CIA code operator
finds his mission in jeopardy when
the secluded facili re she
wiorks is attacked. With John
Cusack, Malin Akerman (2013)
15:23 L.T. Thriller. A successful
businessman finds himself in a
deadly game of cat-and-mouse
when his [T consultant starts
stalking his daughter and threatens
his campazraﬁ and his life. With Pierce
Brosnan 6)

16:59 Survivalist Action. A
former FBI agent is assigned the task
to protect a young girl who is
immune to a deadly viral disease
from a gangster. Cast: John Malkov-
ich, Jonathan Rhgs—Meyem. Dir.: Jon

%ﬁ% ﬂliﬁfp \'}gapnn LA cop

Martin Riggs is a loose cannon with
ﬂ seemi dIE:bthl wish, which mak-elii
im quite a liability to any potentia
partr?ers. With Me Gib&rgﬂn, Danny

Glover (1987)

20:20 ngerous Action. A
reformed sociopath journeys to a
remote island to investigate the
mystery behind his hmgwer's
demise. Cast: Scott Eastwood, Mel
Gibson. Dir.: David Hackl (USA,
2021).

22:00 Mad Max: Fury Road In a
desert with no rules, a tough ama-
zon and a man who lost it all go for
a violent chase to save humanity.
With Tom Hardy, Charlize Theron

(2015
Wire Room Thriller. A_fed—

23:5
eral agent listens in as a target is
attacah%d. Without burnin r%mwiﬁe,
he must protect the investigation
and the target.Kevin Dillon, Bruce
Willis. Dir:Matt Eskandari. USA 2022
01:36 Safe House A rookie ClA
agent goes on the run with a rogue
former intelligence officer, after a
South African safe house comes
under attack by gunmen. With Den-
zel Washington, Ryan Reynolds 2012

HOT CIMEMA 3 (H18)

07:29 H?Igie Moore(s) Come-

dy. Police Chief Sanders investigates
the bizarre murders of two women
with the same name and unravels a
web of small-town lies. Cast: Jon

Hammi Tir3ba Fey. Dir.: John Slattery

Aoy
:08 Le Week-End A British cou-
ple return to Paris 30 years after
their honeymoon there in an

attempt to rejuvenate their mar-
riage. With Lindsay Duncan, gm
Broadbent, |eff Goldblum 52 13)
ARGt being. jected by his ex-girl-

r re is ex-gir
friend Le'a-:ﬂnnas oes to the ;!;fe
downstairs to write her a final love
letter. Cast: Gregory Montel. Dir.:
Jerome Bonnell {France, 2021).
12:14 The Wedding Year Come-
d?'. A commitment-phobic 27 year
old’s relationship is put to the test
when she and her new boyfriend
Eg to 7 weddings in the same year.

st: Sarah Hyland. Dir.: Robert

Luketic (USA, 2019).
13:49 g On Comedy. Two
old friends reconnect at a funeral
and decide to get revenge on the
widower who messed with them
decades before. L?\Fef Fonda, LiBf
Tomlin. Dir: Paul Weitz. USA, 2022
15:15 Gringo The battle of surviv-
al for a businessman when he finds
himself crossing the line from
law-abiding citizen to wanted crimi-
nal. David owo, Charlize Ther-
on. Dir: Nash Edgerton. USA, 2018
17:05 Serend Aman and a
uﬂﬂman, each involved in ah relatigtr;
shp, sl:vend a romantic night -
er and separate in order t% a“?ﬂf
fate to decide for them. With John
Cusack, Kate Beckinsale (2001)
18:37 My Old Lady An American
man inherits an apartment in Paris
that comes with an unex resi-
dent... With Kevin Kline, Kristin Scott
Thomas, Maggie Smith E:‘DH)
20:24 Can You Secret?
Thinking re about to crash,
Emma spills her secrets to a su'anﬂer
on a plane. At least, she thought he
was a stranger. Alexandra Dadd-
ario. Dir: Elise Duran. USA, 2019
22:00 Something’s Gotta Give
Romantic Comedy. An aggz? man
ﬁrefers younger women but finds

imself falling for the 50 year-old
mother of his girlfriend. Cast: Jack
Micholson, Diane Keaton. Dir:
Nanc; Meyers (USA 2003).
00:07 Notting Hill A bookstore
owner meets a movie star and falls
in love with her. Their relationship
unde s surprising twists and
turns. With Hugh Grant, Julia Rob-
erts {UK 1999).
02:10 Les Infidels (The P
Comedy. A series of short films set
around the theme of infidelity. Cast:
Jean Dujardin. Dir.: Michel Hazanavi-
cius.

HOT CINEMA 4 (H19)

06:05 Contagion A thriller cen-
tered on the threat posed I:P¢ a
deadly disease and a global team of
doctors contracted by the CDC to
deal with the outbreak. With Matt
Damon, Kate Winslet, Gwyneth Pal-
trow. (2011)
07:51 Downton Ab The con-
tinuing story of the Crawley family,
wealthy owners of a large éstate in
the English countryside in the Earw
20th cen. Cast: Stephen Cam
Moore, Michael Fox. Dir.: Michael
Eongg_.;ler (2019).
:53 A Man in a Hurry Drama.
When a high-profile businessman
suffers a stroke, he finds himself
stripped back to zero and learns to
rebuild his life. Cast: Fabrice Luchini.
Dir.: Herve Mimran, Julie Gali
sFrance, 2018).

1:33 Priscilla Drama. When Pris-
cilla Beaulieu meets Elvis Presley, the
man who is already a meteoric rock-
and-roll superstar Mes someone
entirely unexpected. Cailee 5 .
Dir: Sofia Coppola.USA, 2
13:26 Fathers and Daughters
Drama. A Pulitzer-winning writer
?rapples with being a widower and
ather after a mental breakdown.
Russell Crowe, Amanda ried.
Dir.: Gabriele Muccino. USA, 2016
? 55:22 The ") of ‘!J:kh:?rried for

Ears, a coup 0 u
the facade of weddtg:rl bliss. &tﬁ
Bruce Willis, Michelle Pfeiffer, Tim
Matheson, Rob Reiner (also the
dirE{tﬂre,UElEﬂ}
16:58 Umami Drama. France’s
leading chef goes to Japan to try to
discover the secrets of umami, the
fifth taste of the palate. Cast: Gerard
Depardieu, Kyozo Magatsuka. Dir.:
Slony Sow (France, 2022).
18:45 Just to Be Sure Drama. An
unshakable mine-clearing expert
suddenly loses his footing when he
learns that his father is not his father.
Francois Damiens, Cecile de France.
Dir: Carine Tardieu. France, 2017
20:26 The Benefactor Drama. A
philanthropist meddles in the lives
of newly-married couples in an
attempt to relive his past. Cast: Rich-
ard Gere, Dakota Fanning. Dir.:

Andrew Renzi (USA, 2016).
22:00 To Les&e Inspirecf by true

events. A single mother wins the lot-
tery and squanders it just as fast,
leaving behind a world of heart-
break. Cast: Andrea Riseborough,
Mlisnr}(?nney. Dir.:Michael Morris
gJSA 22.

3:58 Careful What You Wish
For A man gets more than he bar-
gained for after entering into an
affair. Soon, a suspicious death and
a substantial life insurance poli
embroil him in a scandal. With [sa-
bel Lucas (2015)

01:31 Tulip Fever An artist falls for
a young married woman when com-
missioned to paint her portrait during
the Tulip mania of 17th century. Alicia
Vikander, Christoph Waltz. Dir.: Justin
Chadwick. USA, 2017

YES MOVIES DRAMA (1)

08:19 Philomena A world-weary
political journalist Eicks up the story
of an Irish woman's search for her
son, who was taken away from her
decades agg by the Catholic church.
With Judi Dench, Steve Coogan

o)
: 57 Girl with a Pearl Earri

A peasant maid (Scarlett Johansson
working in the house of johannes
Vermeer (Colin Firth) becomes his
talented assistant and the model for
one of his most famous works. Dir.
Peter Webber. UK, 2003.

11:38 Green Book Drama. A
working-class Italian-American
bouncer becomes the driver of an
African-American classical pianist on
a tour of venues through 1960s
American South. 'I.I‘ufim:gMﬂrtensen,
M. Ali. Dir: Peter Farrelly. 2018.

13:48 Bohemian Ill'la,:nndy
Drama. The story of the legendary

rock band Queen and lead singer
Freddie Mercury, Ieax:lingLup to their
famous performance atLive Aid
QBBS}. With: Rami Malek. Dir:

1

an Singer. USA, 2018.

:03 Game Change The film fol-

lows John McCain's residen-
tial campaign, from his selection of
Alaska governor Sarah Palin as his
running mate to their ultimate
defeat in the general election. With
Julianne Moore (2012)
18:02 The Son Peter has his busy
life with new partner Beth and their
baby thrown into disarray when his
ex-wife Kate turmns up with their

teenage son, Nicholas. With: Hugh
Lackman, Laura Dern, Anthony Hop-
ins. 2022,
20:07 Fractures Drama. A
renowned professor has placed
charges of sexual coercion by a
gr uate student of him. With:
hmuel Vilozhny, Tsoofit Grant. Dir:
Arik Lubetzki. Israel, 2018.
21:30 2023) Afor-
mer minorleague bas Il coach is
ordered by the court to manage a
team of players with intellectual dis-
abilities. Harrelson, Kaitlin
Olson. Dir: Bobby Farrelly. USA, 2023
23:34 The lron Claw The true
story of the inseparable Von Erich
b rs, who made history in the
intensely competitive world of pro-
fessional wrestling in the early
1980s. 2023.

YES MOVIES ACTION (2)

08:49 The Painter An ex-ClA
operative is thrown back into a dan-
gerous world when a mysterious
woman from his past resurfaces.
With: Charlie Weber, _!;on Voight.
Director: Kimani Ra{e'mim. 024
10:30 Honest Th m}lﬂlﬂ}
Action. Wanting to lead an honest
life, a notorious bank robber turns
himself in, only to be dou-
ble-crossed by two ruthless FBI
agents. With: Liam Neeson.

Dir: Mark Williams. 2020.

12:10 Robin Hood (2018)
Action. A war-hardened Crusader
and his Moorish commander
mount an audacious revolt against
the corrupt English crown. With:
Taron Egerton, Jamie Foxx. Dir: Otto
Bathurst. 2018.

14:07 Und Drama. When
the heavyweight boxing champion
lands in prison, the resident gang-
ster arranges a match with the
reigni rison champ. With Wesley
Snipes, Ving Rhames élizm}!}

15:42 57 Seconds 5ci-Fi. When a
tech blogger saves a tech guru’s life
during an interview, he finds a rin
that allows him to travel 57 seconds
into the past, and changes his life
forever. With: Josh Hutcherson, Mor-
?an Freeman. 2023.

7:23 Rocky Balboa Rocky Bal-
boa comes out of retirement to step
ifntn ttﬂe Ling for mehlashtaime hnd
ace the heavyweight champ Mason
;"?E:UHEET Dlx\r?nﬂﬁfm 5 Ivest_;lﬂ:r

tallone, Burt Young, Antonio Tarv-
er (2006 =
19:06 Don't Breathe Horror.
Hoping to walk away with a massive
fortune, a trio of thieves break into
the house of a blind man, who isn't
as helpless als he MEEWM} Ste-

n , Jane

glae:!ﬁ hnl%ne;,r me A profession-
al thief must commit one final heist
- rob a futuristic airborne casino
filled with the world’s most danger-
ous criminals. With: Adam Cope-
land, Kelsey Grammer. Director:
e U 2020

H a ie Cross is
a young paramedifi:tgssigned to the

night shift with an uncompro-

mising and seasoned partner Gene
Rutkowvsky. With: Sean Penn, Tye
Sheridan. Director: Jean-Stephane
Sauvaire, 2023.
00:58 Deadwood - The Movie
Based on the Emmy winner drama
series. Conflicts from the past are
ignited, alliances are facing tests and
wounds open, when changes
brought by time reach Deadwood.
With: lan McShane. Director: Daniel
Minhan. USA, 2019,

YES MOVIES COMEDY (3)

09:20 Rocket Science Looking
for answers to life’s big questions, a
stuttering boyMs his high school
debate team. Micholas D'Agos-
to, Anna Kendrick (200

11:03 Sabrina A wealthy busi-
nessman (Harrison Ford) and his
ne‘er-do-well brother (Greg Kinnear)
both fall for the family chauffeur's
daughter (Julia Ormond). (1995)
13:10 The Leisure Class Comedy.
A English con man’s scheme to
maniy into a prominent East Coast
family is threatened by the arrival of
his unhinged, ne’er-do-well brother
gn mﬁ eveﬂfnf his weddin tﬂEdﬂ"IE
Vj‘l;e%ster a senator. Wi

gm 5)
14:37 Dinner for Schmucks
Comedy. A young executive is invit-

ed by his boss to attend a dinner
|E:art;\«r where he needs to bring with

ima ect idiot to ridicule. With
Steve Carell, Paul Rudd. (2010
16:32 A Cinderella Story
classic Cinderella story is transBosed
to modern-day 5an Fernando Valley
in this high s | teen lifestyle par-
ody. Wi HiIarX Duff, Jennifer
R e

n t er

Willa and Bill are ex-lovers that will
see each other for the first time in
years when they both find them-
selves snowed in, in-transit, at an
airport overnight. With: Meg Ryan,
David DuchovnyDirector: Meg
Ryan. 2023.
19:54 Love Punch A divorced
couple with a unigue relationship
scheme to recover the retirement
money that was stolen from them.
With Pierce Brosnan, Emma Thomp-
son (201 3%
21:30 Going the Distance A
Mew York man and a San Francisco
woman try to their love alive
as they shuttle back and forth to see
each other. With Drew Barrymore,
Justin Long (2010)
23:14 Silent Night Nell, Simon,
and their son Art are ready to wel-
come friends and family for what
promises to be a perfect Christmas
%ixmering. With: Keira Knightley,

atthew Goode. Dir: Camille Grif-
fin. UK, 2021
01:00 7 Days In Hell A fictional
documentary-style expose on the
rivalry between two of the greatest
tennis players of all-time who bat-
tled in da Dﬂdﬂrmatch Ihg; Iaﬁd "
sevien 5. With An m it
Haringtgr'u. (2015) el &

EUROSPORT

07:00 Snoocker W. Open in China,
Round 1

08:00 Snooker W. Open in China,
Round 1

11:00 Marathon Seville Marathon
12:30 Alpine Sking W. Cup in
Switzerland

13:30 Snooker W. Open in China,
Round 1

16:30 Alpine Skiing W. Cup in Italy
17:30 Cycling Volta ao Algarve
18:15 Cycling Vuelta a Andalucia
19:00 Sailing Vendee Globe Maga-

zine
Ik?:ﬂﬂ Biathlon World Champion-
ship
21:00 Snooker W. Open in China,
%l-‘&dl 1C ling Volta ac Al

- ing Volta ao Algarve
00:00 Al'ﬁnegﬂkiing W. Cl?; in
Switzerland
01:00 Biathlon World Champion-

ship
01:30 Ski jJumping W. Cup in
Austria

02:30 Snoocker W. Open in China,
Round 1

04:30 Cycling Volta ao Algarve
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'NO OTHER LAND:

The Israeli-Palestinian documentary at the Oscars

+ By HANNAH ROZENBLAT

he award-winning doc-

umentary film No Other

Land, focusing on Pal-
estinians living in the Masafer
Yatta region of the West Bank,
finally made its Jerusalem
debut this month - a full year
after its February 2024 world
premiere at the 74th Berlin
International Film Festival.

Cinema Spiegel, part of Jeru-
salem’s Sam Spiegel Film and
Television School, hosted a
screening of the documentary
on February 20, followed by
a conversation with director
and filmmaker Yuval Abra-
ham.

The film has already won
numerous awards worldwide,
including the Berlinale Doc-
umentary Film Award, and
it was nominated for Best
Documentary Feature Film
at this year’s Oscars, which
took place on Sunday night.
The filmmakers independent-
ly released No Other Land in
a number of cities across the
US, including a one-week run
at New York’s Film at Lincoln
Center that qualified the film
for an Oscar nomination.

Codirected by an Israeli-Pal-
estinian filmmaking collec-
tive that includes Abraham,
Basel Adra, Hamdan Ballal,
and Rachel Szor, the film was
shot over the course of four
years, between 2019 and Octo-
ber 2023, and also incorpo-
rates archival footage filmed
by Adra’s family and commu-
nity, as well as news segments
reporting on Masafer Yatta.

The film is mostly in Arabic,
with Hebrew subtitles, and
focuses on the perspective of
the Palestinian residents of
Masafer Yatta.

It opens with Adra, a young

Palestinian activist, narrating
events from his childhood in
Masafer Yatta, beginning with
his father’s arrest for political
activism and followed two
years later by the first protest
he joined with his mother, at
the age of seven. Bringing the
viewer into this world through
a combination of personal
footage and news clips, Adra
depicts life in Masafer Yatta as
it fights for survival.

MASAFER YATTA, which com-
prises a number of Palestinian
villages in the South Hebron
Hills in the West Bank, was
declared a closed military
zone by the Israeli army in the
1980s to allow - according to
recently revealed government
documents from the time,
including the transcript of a
meeting between Ariel Sharon
and army representatives - for
the expulsion of its Palestinian
residents.

Twelve villages received evic-
tion orders in 1999, and hun-
dreds of residents were forc-
ibly evicted that same vear.
[sraeli lawyers and human
rights organizations repre-
senting the residents appealed
to the High Court of Justice,
leading to two decades of lit-
igation that ultimately failed
to protect the community and
culminated in a 2022 Supreme
Court ruling that opened the
door to more evictions. The
Court, including its President
[saac Amit, ruled that there
were no permanent dwellings
in Masafer Yatta before the
year 2000, just shepherds.

No Other Land presents
archival footage from these
years, as Adra narrates how he
observed his father’s activism
throughout his childhood. As
the documentary unfolds and

FILMMAKER YUVAL ABRAHAM talks about ‘No Other Land’ with moderator Idit Avrahami at
Cinema Spiegel in Jerusalem in February. (Hannah Rozenblat)

we watch Adra’s own devel-
opment as an activist, film-
ing daily life and ongoing
demolitions in an attempt to
bring attention to the plight
of Masafer Yatta's residents,
it is clear he is following in
his father's footsteps. Adra,
whose camera is his primary
tool of resistance, seeks to raise
awareness of Masafer Yatta's
destruction in the hope that
international pressure might
save the community.

The film follows a relatively
chronological format, starting
with the summer of 2019 and
the expulsion of Palestinian
families in the village. As peo-
ple desperately carry belong-
ings out of their homes, a
bulldozer arrives and begins
demolishing the homes as
families watch. After the noise

of the destruction, a deafening
quiet settles.

In the aftermath of this
event, Jewish Israeli journal-
ist and activist Yuval Abraham
comes to document what is
happening in Masafer Yatta
and meets with Adra, who
introduces him to the com-
munity. The trauma is still
fresh and raw when Abraham,
who speaks Arabic fluently,
begins interviewing the fam-
ilies.

Traveling back and forth
between his home in Jerusa-
lem and Masafer Yatta, Abra-
ham spends an increasing
amount of time there and con-
tinues recording the results of
subsequent rounds of demo-
litions alongside Adra, even
joining in the efforts to help
families rebuild their homes

under the cover of night.

It is in the tense moments
following yet another dem-
olition that the inspiration
for the documentary’s title is
born. A reporter asks a woman
whose house had just been
destroyed if she has someplace
else to go. “We have no other
land,” she replies simply, in a
poignant parallel to the well-
known Hebrew line.

IN THE conversation following
the documentary’s screening
at Cinema Spiegel, Abraham
noted that while journalists
generally arrive after some-
thing occurs to observe the
results and gather interviews,
his continued involvement in
Masafer Yatta's community
and his presence on location
meant that he was capturing

everything in real time.

Abraham also addressed
the film’s limited perspective,
explaining that he focused on
the emotionally compelling
human element of the story,
rather than going into the
intricacies of the legal context
surrounding Masafer Yatta or
being overly didactic. Addi-
tionally, the footage is limit-
ed to Masafer Yatta, mirroring
the limitations of Adra’s own
camera, and the narrative fol-
lows his experience, rather
than attempting to report on
all the events in the area.

For this reason, the film does
not address other confronta-
tions between Israelis and
Palestinians, whether in the
West Bank or in Israel, and
omits any mention of terrorist
attacks perpetrated by Pales-
tinians on Jewish residents in
the West Bank or the experi-
ences of Palestinians in other
parts of the West Bank.

And though the documen-
tary’s conclusion notes that
filming ended in October
2023, with a radio broadcast
reporting in Arabic that Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyvahu
has vowed to avenge the Octo-
ber 7 massacre and that Israel
was conducting airstrikes on
the Gaza Strip as Israeli hostag-
es were being held in tunnels,
the film does not otherwise
address the Israel-Hamas War.

INTERTWINED WITH the
documentation of Masafer
Yatta's struggle for surviv-
al is the story of the friend-
ship between Adra and Abra-
ham, as they work together
to expose what is happening
in an effort to rally interna-
tional pressure, both against
the army’s displacement of
Palestinian families and the

increasingly frequent attacks
on the village by armed set-
tlers.

Some of the film’s most
touching scenes are the quiet
moments at night, with Adra
and Abraham sitting in the
dark while everyone else is
asleep, smoking as they share
what they want in life and
brainstorm how to effectively
create change. In the fusion of
despair over the present and
yvearning for a better future,
there is a spark of hope born
of this partnership between an
Israeli and a Palestinian that
turns into a deep friendship.
When one of them is discour-
aged by the lack of progress,
the other strives to uplift him,
and this mutual support runs
a consistent thread through
the film.

“You need to be patient,”
Adra tells adistressed Abraham
as they are driving together,
and he jokes about Abraham
wanting to solve everything in
10 days and go home.

“It'll be so good here one
day,” Abraham remarks
during one of their nighttime
chats toward the end of the
film, “and then you can visit
me - not me always visiting
vou.”

Though this moment of
optimism forms a stark con-
trast to the reality in which
the two of them are working,
as they risk their very lives
in the filming process, it also
allows both of them (and the
viewer) to catch a glimpse of a
better future, even as the doc-
umentary closes on a tragic
note.

No Other Land is available to
stream for free for residents of
Israel and the Palestinian terri-
tories: nootherland.mekomit.
co.il

CONCERT REVIEW

HANAN BEN ARl and his band onstage at the Pais Arena in Jerusalem on Thursday night.
{Diavid Brinn)

Hanan Ben Ari as
the great unifier

sidic lead guitarist who would make Slash sit

HANAN BEN ARI
Pais Arena, Jerusalem
February 27

* By DAVID BRINN

Thursday night’s sold-out Hanan Ben

Ari concert in Jerusalem.

Besides having heard and enjoyed a couple
of songs by him (one about nothing being
important besides soccer and another a beau-
tiful ballad — “Yesh Kan Yoter Mizeh” — about
there being more to life than meets the eye),
and a buzz that his shows are an “event”
sparked by his spiritual connection with his
fans, | was a clean slate going in.

The first eye-opener was the audience, as
diverse as I've ever seen at a “rock” show —
the usual hip concert-goers in their 20s and
30s mingling with dati leumi fans of all ages,
no shortage of hilltop youth types, grandpar-
ents, and small children.

The next surprise was, after nearly an hour
delay in the starting time, Ben Ari emerged
with the house lights fully up, did a lap
around the whole arena, shaking hands, mak-
ing eye contact with fans in the balconies,
and receiving the adoration from the crowd.

I've been to a few shows in my years but
have never seen a victory lap before the show
started. It turned out that it wasn’t bravado
on his part, just confidence that he was going
to deliver what the audience came for. And
he did, in spades.

Fronting an energetic, tight seven-piece
rock & roll band featuring Yaakov Asraf, a has-

I had no expectations heading into

up and take notice, Ben Ari immediately took
control of the arena and performed as if he
was in everyone’s living room.

Spirited rockers, heartfelt ballads (some fea-
turing Ben Ari’s piano skills on a stage set up
in the back of the arena), and moments of
post-October 7 inspirational verbal interludes
all integrated together in the big picture of
Ben Ari as the great unifier.

One attendee compared the show to a
cross between a Bruce Springsteen concert
and a |ewish spiritual revival tent. Singing
along with every song, the crowd could be
going wild at one minute, joining the rau-
cous E Street-style band in dancing up a
storm with fervent glee, and then go so quiet
the next minute that you could hear a pin
drop.

Like the Boss, Ben Ari held them rapt in his
monologues (which seemed off the cuff but
were probably well rehearsed) about the
country, the heroes of October 7, and the
overriding takeaway that “It ain’t so sin to be
glad you're alive.”

It was no small accomplishment after the
16 months the country and the fans in atten-
dance have endured. That joie de vivre car-
ried over to the show’s end, when after the
last song, Ben Ari and the band in a line bow,
broke spontaneously into an a capella version
of the joyous “Mishenichnas Adar.”

After a couple of minutes of celebration like
that following nearly two hours of music and
hope (but, regretfully, no “Yesh Kan Yoter
Mizeh”), nobody even complained about the
lack of an encore. Instead, they filed out of
Pais Arena with smiles on their faces.

Proto-punk rocker and NY Dolls
founder David Johansen dead at 75

+ By AUGUST BROWN

LOS ANGELES - David Johan-
sen, the frontman and last
surviving member of the flam-
boyantly gritty proto-punk
band New York Dolls, has died.
He was 75.

Johansen died at his home
in Staten Island, New York,
as confirmed by his daughter
Leah Hennessy to multiple
outlets. Johansen had suf-
fered from Stage 4 cancer and
a broken back in recent years,
according to Johansen'’s fund-
raiser on Sweet Relief, a music
charity.

In the New York Dolls,
Johansen defined an era
when ‘70s glam rock was get-
ting leaner and meaner as the
seeds of punk rock began to
sow. With a transgressive gen-
der-bending style - lipstick
and eyeliner, skin-tight leath-
er, and pinup-worthy hair -
the Dolls were under-heralded
in an era still dominated by
arena-rock giants.

But amid a wave of acts like
MCS5, T. Rex, and Suicide, they
recast rock & roll Americana
and British Invasion panache
for a new era of decadent, insis-
tent, and streetwise music that
would become punk.

“Brimming with a slop-
pv insouciance, their debut
album often is cited as one of
the building blocks of the late
*70s punk movement,” the Los
Angeles Times wrote in an early
review. “There’s no denving
David Johansen's bratty vocal-
izing... But unlike the MC5
- fellow revolutionaries who
more directly presaged the
hard-core aspects of the com-
ing punk rebellion - the Dolls
had clearer roots in the rock
mainstream.”

Johansen, a Staten Island
native, joined the Dolls in
1971, playing an auspicious
early gig at a local homeless
shelter. Their instantly arrest-
ing look pulled from David
Bowie’s androgyny and the
drag culture underground in

MNew York. Johansen had the
sharp, pouty features of Mick

Jagger but the sneer and savvy

of his hometown.

“All the record companies
have been to see us,” Johan-
sen told Relling Stone in 1972.
“They think we'’re too outra-
geous. They know we're real,
and we'll stop at nothing, and
it scares the s*** outta them.”

The group’s self-titled 1973
debut LP - featuring the mem-
bers in full regalia on the cover
- had the bones of a future
rock classic. Produced by Todd
Rundgren, the LP sported
tracks like “Personality Crisis,”
“Bad Girl,” and “Trash™ that
packed tons of girl-group mel-
ody and grimy, loose-limbed
riffing (courtesy of guitarist

Johnny Thunders) into a few

short minutes.

“Lonely Planet Boy,” a more
somber acoustic ballad, and
bluesy “Looking For A Kiss”
showed a genuine range and
close study of rock history.

Their follow-up, 1974’s Too
Much Too Soon, didn't make
much commercial impact
either.

,- e ! '.'.‘-,'

u

m

DAVID JOHANSEN performs in Los Angeles in 2009. (Frazer Harrison/Getty Images/TNS)

Addiction issues sidelined
much of the band, and despite
alate-career management shift
to the Sex Pistols’ svengali Mal-
colm McLaren, the Dolls broke
up in 1976.

Johansen reemerged as a
solo act indebted to the Dolls’
catalog, often plaving with
former bandmate Sylvain Syl-
vain. Yet he had an unexpect-
ed pop resurgence in the ‘80s
after re-inventing himself as
Buster Poindexter, a louche
lounge-lizard persona that
scored an unlikely Hot 100 hit
and MTV fixture with a cover
of the calypso staple “Hot
Hot Hot” (even if, as he later
claimed, the song was “the
bane of my existence”).

The novelty hit also attract-
ed attention from Hollywood.
Johansen made his TV debut
in a 1985 episode of Miami
Vice and won roles as the
Ghost of Christmas Past in
the beloved Bill Murray 1988
holiday staple Scrooged and as
a priest in Married to the Mob.
That kicked off a busy career
as a character actor in the ‘80s

and ‘90s in films including *

Let it Ride and Mr. Nanny.

In 2020, director Martin
Scorsese — a ‘70s New York peer
and Dolls devotee - teamed
with David Tedeschi to film
a Johansen solo set at New
York's Café Carlyle. They used
it as the backbone of the 2022
documentary Personality Cri-
sis: One Night Only, tracing
Johansen’s life and immeasur-
able impact on an era of rock.

“Owver the vears, in the his-
tory books...[it] would always
say, ‘They were trashy. They
were flashy. They were drug
addicts. They were drag
queens,” Johansen told Terry
Gross in 2004.

“That whole kind of trashy
blah, blah, blah thing over
the years kind of settled in my
mind as, oh, yeah, that's what
it was, you know? And then
by going back to it and decon-
structing it, and then putting
it back together again, [ real-
ized that, you know, it really
is art.”

Johansen’s survivors include
his wife, Mara Hennessey, and
daughter, Leah Hennessey.

(Los Angeles Times/TNS)



