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Bangladesh's interim govt chief advise
Muhammad Yunus invites SpaceX EE
Elon Musk to visit Bangladesh and
launch Starlink satellite service

in the country in 90 days, P 10
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a2 (2 R TR T T L R G T L T 5l American Airlines’ New York JFK-Delhi nonstop (AA 292)
President in exchange for the country gaining diverted to Rome Sunday evening (IST) following a bomb
"’"NATD membership. ‘If there is peace for Ukraine, threat for the flight. Boeing 787 Dreamliner had taken
ORIV R D R R R CREUER el M T B e== A%l off from JFK on Saturday at 8.14pm and was over the
| can exchange it for Nato,’ Zelensky says, P 10 Caspian Sea when it turned back towards Europe

Pakistan and Bangladesh have
resumed direct trade for the first
time since the 1971 separation, with
the first govt-approved cargo
departing from Port Qasim, P 10

70 Indians
rescued from
Myanmar’s
cybercrime hub

bout 70 Indians trapped
{ \in the cybercrime hub of
KK Park in Myawaddy have
been rescued by Myanmar's
armed forces and moved to
Mae Sot, a border town in
Thailand. Indian authoriti-
es in Thailand are monito-
ring the situation and coor-
dinating their return, re-
ports U Sudhakar Reddy.
Five women among rescued.

According to sources,
about 15 of the rescued indi-

b 12 deportees reach
India from Panama, P 8

viduals are from Gujarat, 20
from Rajasthan, five from
Andhra, two from Telanga-
na, and others from Punjab,
UE Bihar, Haryana and Kar-
nataka. The five women are
are mainly from Gujarat and
Maharashira. KK Park,abig
centre for online scams, was
raided by Myanmar's Bor-
der Guard Forces, who freed
individuals that were coer-
ced into cybercriminal acti-
vities, The crackdown fol-
lows reports of foreigners
forced intofraudulent opera-
tions. OTHER BK,P6

DOUBLE DELIGHT

oday’s bumper issue of
TOI is organised in two
sections, both equally packed
with news and analysis.
To get the full reading
experience of today's
edition, make sure you don't
miss the other section

OTHER BOOK
TOP STORIES

» Temple-mosque disputes:
Archaeology now a minefield
» How Trump's DEI policy has
impacted India Inc

Tharoor won't quit
or join CPM: KPCC

mid speculation over

Shashi Tharoor's future,
KPCC chief K Sudhakaran
sunday expressed confiden-
ce he won't quit Congress or
join CPM. He added it was
“unfortunate he spoke aga-
inst the party’s interest thro-
ugh media”. OTHER BK,P6

Lingo row: Maha,
K'taka stall buses

'wo days after a Karnata-
ka conductor was assaul-
ted, allegedly by Marathi pe-
ople, in Belagavi when he to-
Id two persons to speak in
Kannada to buy tickets, Kar-
natakaand Maharashtra Su-
nday suspended inter-state
govt bus services till the ten-
sion subsides. OTHER BK,P4

Russian skier dies in
Manali avalanche
Russian tourist, 58, was
buried alive inan d‘u’._l.i.ll']-
che while skiing in Kothi
area near Manali Fridaw Af-
ter locals and emergency re-
sponders pulled him out of
snow, hewas airlifted toa ho-
spital in Manali, where he
succumbed. OTHER BK, P 6

Maha pharma raided
for Africa opioid link

n expose on a Maharash-

tra’s Palghar-based pha-
rma company accused of il-
legally manufacturing unli-
censed, addictive opiloids
and exporting them to West
Africa led to a joint raid by
state and Union drug inspec-
tors over the weekend. P5

Photo: ANI

TISS prof quits over
sex assault plaint

A n assistant professor of
i A TISS has quit a day after
a student filed a sexual ha-
rassment complaint, accu-
sing him of toxic behaviour
on the campus, harassment,
and intimidation. An inter-
nal panel is probing the alle-
gations. OTHER BK, P4

New Metro height

record of 28.3m

I"']MRE on Sunday achie-
Jved a new record with
the construction of a 4%0m
streteh of the extended ma-
genta line at 28.3m, its hig-
hest point ever, near Hai-
derpur Badli Mor, surpas-
sing the previous record of
23.6mat Dhaula Kuan.P3

AAP govt has left ‘entire
exchequer empty’: Rekha

‘But We Will Roll
Out 2.5k Mthly
Women'’s Scheme’

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: CM Rekha Gup-

ta said Sunday the previous

AAP dispensation left the sta-

te coffers “empty”™, but assu-

red that the BJP gsovt was “co-

mmitted” torolling out the Rs

2 500-per month honorarium
scheme for eligible women.

Addressinga

joint press meet

with Delhi BJP

r_:hief “u"irenr_h'a

le -'lbl.:ltl‘ln.- parw

B huddle, G upta

said several rounds of mee-

tings had been held with govt

officials on the issue inthe past
four days since she took over.

“The condition the previo-

us govt left for us... when we sit

with officers to review the fi-

nancial status... the entire

govt exchequer is found emp-

tv" Gupta said, while replying

With Atishi leading oppn, Delhi gets
India’s 1st woman CM-LoP combo

I x-CM and Kalkaji MLA
Atishi was elected by con-

sensus in AAP as leader of op-

position (LoP) Sundaw ’lhlb is

the first time a woman [

will hold the post in Del-

hiassemblv and alsothe

first time in any state in

India that both CM and

LoP are women.

Atishi’'s name was
proposed by Burari MLA San-
jeev Jha and accepted by all
other AAP legislators. Party
national convener Arvind Kej-
riwal was part of the meeting.

Atishi said AAP would

to a question on preparations
to implement the women's aid
scheme. “But giving the mo-
neytowomenisaroutinework
we have to do. We will surely
implement the scheme with
detailed planning. It's our
commitment. We will do it
1,000%," the CM said.
According to an estimate,

“Trump, Modi are shaping
global trend’: Meloni slams
Left’s ‘double standards’

Washington DC: Italian PM
Giorgia Meloni has called out
the “double standards” of the
global political Left-wing whi-
le highlighting how world lea-
ders, including PM Narendra
Modi, US Presi-
dent Donald
Trump and Ar-
gentinian Presi-
dent Javier Mi-
lei, are among
those who are
now shaping a new global con-
servative movement.

“With Trump's victory, the-
ir irritation has turned into
hysteria. Not only because
conservatives are winning,
but because conservatives are
now collaborating globally”
Meloni said whileaddressinga
Conservative Political Action
Conference in Washington DC
via video link on Saturday
Lending her support fo
Trump's leadership prowess,
theltalian PM said Left-wingis

MODISPEAK

» PM Modi doubles down on
his suggestion to reduce

monthly edible oil
! % consumption by 10%
to prevent obesity,
which affects 1 out of
every 8 people in India | P 5

» PM slams oppn netas for
critical remarks on Maha
Kumbh, saying those with
‘slave mentality’ keep attacking
India’s religious & cultural
traditions with backing of
foreign powers to break India’s
unity | OTHER BOOK, P 6

» Modi will hand over his
social media a/cs to women
achievers from different
fields on Mar 8, observed as
Int'l| Women's Day |P5

nervous with leadersfrom con-
servative parties winning and
collaborating globally. ani

» ‘Threat to democracy’, P 10

Trump brings up USAID
again, says Biden admin gave
India $18m to help with polls

Washington: US President
Donald Trump has claimed
that the Biden administration
allocated $18 million in fun-
ding to India to help with its
elections, argu-
ing that the co-
untry doesn’t ne-

ed this money.
His remarks
during a speech
i at the Conserva-
tive Political Action Conferen-
ce on Saturday follow repeated
attacks on USAID for alloca-
ting $21 million in funding to

India for “voter turnout™.

Trump also accused India
of taking advantage of the US.
“$18 million for helping India
with its elections. Why the
hell? Why don’t we just go to
old paper ballots, and let them
help us with their elections,
right? Voter ID. Wouldn't that
be nice? We're giving money to

KING KOHLI RETURNS
AS INDIA OUTPUNCH PAK

Hyped as the biggest match of the Champions
Trophy, Sunday’s India-Pakistan encounter turned
out to be a bit of an anti-climax with Rohit's boys
cantering to a 6-wicket win. Pakistan, who set a
maodest target of 241, were never in the contest, as
the Men In Blue outplayed them in every department,
despite losing a record 12th successive toss in ODIs.
This was India's 18th win over Pak in
22 ICC tournaments across formats "\
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Funds for projects, not
turnout; FinMin report

I ndia was implementing se-
ven projects worth $750 mil-
lion in partnership with USA-
ID, the finance ministry said in
its annual report for the last fi-
nancial year. In 2023-24, $97 mil-
lion was used for projects lin-
ked to agriculture, water, sani-
tation, health and disaster ma-
nagement, among others. P8

India for elections. They don't
need money,” hesaid. “T he}' ta-
ke advantage of us pretty good.
One of the highest tariff na-
tions in the world... We have a
200% (tariffs) there and then
we're giving them a lot of mo-
ney to hplp them with their
election,” Trump said. e

»Keeps India pot boiling, P 8

show what a strong opposi-
tion'srolecan beand would ra-
ise all issues with full force.
“We will ensure BJP fulfils all
its promises, specifical-
ly the pledge to provide
Rs 2500 per month to
women in the city by
March 8,” Atishisaid.
. Atishi said she was
B handing over a “fiscal-
Iy strong” govt. “Delhi’s bud-
getoutlay increased from Rs
30,000cr to Rs 77,000cr in 10
vearsof AAP govt”. tnn

> ‘As Oppn, we will...", P 2

after excluding taxpayvers,
govt servants and beneficiari-
es of other state welfare sche-
mes, around 38 lakh women
above 18 will be eligible for as-
sistance under this scheme.
The govt mav need over Rs
11,000 crore annually for this.

P ‘Viksit Raldham P2

T’gana tunnel

collapse: Team

Silkyara joins
rescue op

Hyvderabad: Six members
of the team behind the hero-
ic Nov 2023 Silkyara tunnel
rescue operation in Uttarak-
hand joined the Army, NDRE
SDREF and local agencies on
Sunday inaccelerated efforts
to save the eight workers -
two of them engineers - trap-
ped inside a collapsed por-
tion of Srisailam Left Bank
Canal (SLBC) in Telangana’s
Nagarkurnool district, re-
ports Roushan Ali.

As the clock ticked on an
operation that vielded little
in over 36 hours, families of
the trapped men and agenci-
estrying to reach them drew
hope from the rescue of 41
workers confined for 17 days
inside the Silkyara Bend-
Barkot tunnel aftera portion
had caved in. There was no
contact with any of the trap-
ped men until late Sunday:

»More on OTHER BK, P6

TN teacher hits
student for not
reciting Hindi
poem, suspended

'he management of Bha-

vans Rajaji Vidvashram
School in Chennai has su-
spended a Hindi teacher on
charges of hitting a Class 3
student for failing to recite
a poem and threatening to
bar him from entering the
campus, reports Preetika
P. The action followed a
written complaint from the
child’s parents.

P G Subramanian, the
principal of the Kilpauk-
based school, did not re-
spond to any question,

Guidelines of CBSE, to
which the school is affilia-
ted, emphasise that corpo-
ral punishment is strictly
prohibited, and any physi-
cal, verbal or emotional
abuse of students can lead
to disciplinarv action, in-
cluding suspension or dis-
missal of ateacher P7

What Turned It For Men In Blue

PAK BATTERS CHAINED | There were
147 dot balls in Pak innings of 241. Run
rate during partnership of 104 between
Saud Shakeel & skipper Mohd Rizwan
was 4.3, lowest in a century stand for
Pak in men's ODIs since 2014

KULDEEP-HARDIK SHOW | While
Hardik Pandya struck 2 major blows up
top, including the prized scalp of Babar
Azam, Kuldeep Yadav took out 3 middle
& lower-middle batters, never letting

Pak innings gain momentum. In 6 ODIs

against Pak, Kuldeep has claimed 15
wickets at 14 runs apiece

Pakistan, including 4 tons and 2 fifties in
just 17 matches

» Kohli hit the winning 4 to reach 100. He

> It only takes an

became the 3rd and fastest batter to 14,000

India-Pak encounter | ODI runs, getting there in 287 innings.
for Virat to return to | Tendulkar reached the mark in 350 innings

form. The champion

and Kumar Sangakkara took 378

+ batter averages 59.8 | » At 158, Kohli now has the highest

_ runs in ODIs against | number of catches by an Indian in ODIs
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FORECASTp Shallow fog likely. Max and min temperatures
SUDDIF I 4 on Monday would be around 27°C and 11°C
MOONSET 2.20PM {MON) MOONRISE 4.59AM (TUE) pr—
SUNSET 6.18PM (MON) SUNRISE 6.50AM (TUE) e ———

AQI IN DELHI Laying of
ON SUNDAY entire RRTS
(MODERATE) corridor
nearly ;
done |B2,3 €

Cops charge three with murder of

constable three months ago | 4

With Fund Flow Assurance, D)
Proposes 100-Day Yamuna Plan

Will Focus On Minimising Discharge Of Untreated Sewage Into The River

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In the next three
months, the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) will focus primarily on
minimising untreated sewage
discharge into the Yamuna
while addressing issues of
drain overflow in the city. Offi-
cials have confirmed plans for
desilting major underground
trunk sewer lines, implemen-
ting drainage trapping measu-
res, and upgrading four sewa-
ge treatment plants. The new
BJP govt has pledged the clea-
ning of the Yamuna as a signi-
ficant electoral commitment.

Last week, In a meeting
with Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, DJB officials presented
her with an outlay for the next
10 days of projectsthatcan be
completed. “The response of
the CM towards the plans of
DJB was positive in the mee-
ting. The CM asked us to give
updates on the progress being
made and that financial issues
of the board will also be solved
soon. The priority in the sewa-
ge management sector is to
stop untreated materials ente-
ring the Yamuna river,” infor-
med a senior DJB official.

D.JB has been at the centre
of the tussle between LG VX
Saxena and the previous AAP
govt. Legacy financial issues of

Completion of STPs at

Sonia Vihar

F Rithala Phase 1

Yamuna Vihar Phase 2
. B3 Rohini Sector 25

Narela

Estimated sewage
generation: 792 MGD

10,703 km length of
sewage network lines

STPs

DJB TO DESILT MAJOR UNDER
TRUNK SEWER LINES

Reduction of

Benefit:

pollution in

Yamuna as less sewer lines in
untreated sewage i
will be entering E¥ Punjabi Bagh
the river

Approximate actual
treatment: 610 MGD

Desilting of large
underground trunk

Bl Dwarka

It will reduce
blockage and
sewer pverflow
episodes
significantly

. d

1111111

37 I

Approximate gap in

treatment capacity: 102 MGD

the board have often bogged
down projects and schemes. In
Dec 2024, the lack of approval
from the finance department to
release funds to DJB halted se-
veral maintenance and routine
projects. However, the finance

department reasoned that most
of the proposals for funds from
DJB were short on informa-
tion, and there was no geotag-
ging of projects on the ground
despite previous directions.
One of the major projects

‘New pilot duty norms with
more rest hours from July’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Directorate Ge-
neral of Civil Aviation hasin-
formed Delhi High Court that
airlines will implement revi-
sed norms on duty and rest
hours for pilots in a phased
manner beginning July 1.

The aviation watchdog also
told the court recently that the
remaining revised regulations
will be implemented from Nov 1.

Among other aspects, air-
lines will ensure that there
are not more than 168 hours
between the end of one week-
Iy rest period and the start of
the next under the revised
norms. The directorate’'s re-
vised civil aviation reguire-
ment (CAR) relates to flight
duty time limitation and se-
elis to provide more rest time
for pilots amid concerns over
pilot fatigue and was origi-
nally to be implemented from
Junel, 2024,

In an affidavit, it disclosed
the phased implementation of
the roadmap after considering
the outcome of the minutes of
the meetings among the repre-
sentatives from the airlines,
pilot groups and the civil avia-
tion ministry. The court is hea-
ring petitions filed by Indian
Commercial Pilots Associa-
tion, Indian Pilots Guild and

Phato for representation

The aviation watchdog also told the high court recently that the
remaining revised regulations will be implemented from Nov 1

Federation of Indian Pilots re-
lating to DGCA's revised flicht
duty time limitations,

Several significantchang-
es were brought to the exis-
ting norms to tackle fatigue
among pilots, the affidavit
said, including that the
weekly rest periods will be in-
creased from the current 36
hours to 48 hours. “An opera-
tor shall ensure that the
minimum weekly rest of con-
tinuous 48 hours, including
two local nights, is provided
such that there shall never be
more than 168 hours between
the end of one weekly rest pe-
riod and the start of the
next,” it said.

The affidavit went on to
add, “The operator shall pro-
vide weekly rest at home ba-
se/temporary home base,
The 168 hours shall be calcu-
lated from the end of the pre-
ceding weekly rest period.”

Asper CAR, the maximum
flight time and maximum
flicht duty period for flight
operations at night were to be
restricted to eight hours and
10 hours, respectively. The
number of landings at night
was to be confined to two lan-
dings compared to the present
3ix. The high court had earlier
asked DGCA tohave ameeting
with the associations, airli-
nes, and the ministry.

that could be commissioned in
the next 100 days is the Okhla se-
wage treatment plant. The Okh-
la STP will have a capacity of
treating 140 million gallons per
day (MGD) of sewage once it's
fully operational. The project is

a joint venture between the Na-
tional Mission for Clean Ganga
and DJB, started in 2017, 1t is
now nearing completion and is
expected to beready soon.

According to DJB officials,
the estimated cost of the pro-
ject is Rs 665 crore. While al-
most 85% of the funds were
contributed by the central
goviunderthe Yamuna Action
Plan-I1I, the remaining were
given by the Delhi govt. DJB
has 37 STPs and is trving to in-
crease its treatment capacity
by carrying out upgradation
work on several plants. The
work started in the previous
govt, but the completion of
these projects in Rithala, Rohi-
ni, Narela, and a few others is
on the plan.

Overflowing of sewers
due to blocked drains has be-
en witnessed at several loca-
tions across the city, even
when it isnot the monsoon se-
ason. During the monsoon se-
ason, the situation becomes
worse., One major factor be-
hindthisis blocked larger un-
derground trunk drains,
which areold and have not be-
en desilted for decades. Ac-
cording toofficials, under the
action plan presented to the
new cabinet, desilting of lar-
oe drains at certain locations
has been identified, which
will resolve the problems.

AAP vows to regularise
12,000 MCD employees,
BJP says ‘false promise’

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Former chief mi-
nister Atishion Sundavanno-
unced that Aam Aadmi Party,
in the upcoming Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
house meeting on Feb 25, will
regularise 12,000 employvees
across all departments.

AAP leaders hailed this as
a ‘historic step’, while BJP
termed it a “false promise”.

“AAP hasalwaysstood by its
promise to make contractual
employees permanent. 1 am de-
lighted to share that in MCD ho-
use meeting on the 25th, 12,000
contractual emplovees will be
regularised,” Atishisaid.

She added that this will be
the biggest decision in MCIDY's
history, where such a large
number of employvees across
various departments — sanita-
tion workers, gardeners, bel-
dars, teachers, junior engineers
and domestic breeding check-
ers — will be made permanent
in a single decision. “The 25th
will be a landmark dav in
MCD’s history,” she added.

While mayor Mahesh Khi-
chi 1s from AAPE the party is
barely holding on to power be-
cause several of its council-
lors have joined BJP after the
assembly elections were an-

nounced. This hasput AAPIn
atightspot to prove majority.
AAP national convenor Ar-
vind Kejriwal said in a post on
X, “Best wishes to all the 12,000
temporary employvees of MCID,
Aam Aadmi Party has kept its
promise and taken a historic
decision to make these tempo-
rary employees of the corpora-
tion permanent. This proposal
will be passed in the MCD hou-
semeeting on 25 Feb,”
However, Leader of Opposi-
tion in the MCD, Raja Igbal
Singh, said that CAG reports
are to be tabled on the 25th, and
this is just AAP's “farcical emp-
lovee regularisation” proposal.
“Before preparing the employvee
regularisation preamble, the
approval of the municipal com-
missioner and the finance de-
partment is necessary, which
has not been sought until Feb 23,
This 1s all just deception and
will remain so,” Singh said.
Delhi BJP spokesperson Pra-
veen Shankar Kapoor mentio-
ned that AAP leaders are not se-
riousabout regularising munici-
pal employees. “This is evident
fromthefact that in 2022, thethen
three municipal corporations
passed the preamble proposal to
regularise about 7,200 temporary
emplovees with all administrati-
veapprovals,” Kapoor said.

School Buzz

NEWSPAPER
IN EDUCATION

Mount Abu School, Rohini conducted the 4th Edition
of TEDx. The event commenced with lighting of
lamp and an insightful address by school princi-
pal Dr Jyoti Arora. The speakers featured lumi-
naries from diverse fields. Nik Kafka inspired
educators to rethink entrepreneurial education.
Mandeep Arora shared his insight on the power
of manifestation. Adding a creative perspective
Abhay Sehgal, contemporary artist, highlighted
how consistency brings excellence, Vishali
Thakur Garg, a military researcher and battle-
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field archaeologist, offered valuable insights into
how conquering the mind can help an individual
to conguer the world. The art of storvtelling came
alive with Simi Srivastava, whose engaging nar-
ration captivated the audience. Privanka Bhatia
shed light on the importance of financial literacy
for women. School students also took center stage.
Ananya Iver, a Primary Years Programme (PYP)
learner, mesmerised the audience. Aman Vats
motivated everyvone with his reflections on con-
guering the mind to achieve great heights.

& - E

Springdales School, Pusa Road

The citation ceremony at Springdales School, Pusa
Road was held recently. In her address to the stu-
dents and parents, school principal Dr Mala
Gupta expressed her firm belief in the prepar-
edness of the outgoing batch. The chief guest for
the occasion, Veditha Reddy, director education,
Directorate of Education emphasised on the im-
portant virtues of life such as humanity, hard
work, friendship and family, Students and parent
representatives from the outgoing batch spoke
about their association with the school and
shared their cherished memories.

NK Bagrodia Public School, Dwarka held its annual
event, ‘Glimpses 2024-25: A Rhythmic Rendition’ by
the students of classes I &II. The programme began
with the ceremonial lamp lighting bv school prin-
cipal Anjali Kharbanda along with the dignitaries.
Students invoked divine blessings through a capti-
vating Vishnu Vandana. The principal welcomed
cuests and highlighted the significance of such
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NK Bagrodia Public School, Dwarka

events in holistic child development, Students per-
formed a Yoga act showcasing asanas with poise. A
thematic storytelling act stood out, creatively ad-
dressing issues like junk food consumption, screen
addiction, and environmental neglect. The expres-
sive performances, rhythmic narration, and syn-
chronised movements engaged the audience while
delivering crucial life lessons. The grand finale saw
all participants unite in a lively, synchronised dance,
embodying jov and optimism. School director, Dr
Rajee N Kumar, commended the students and teach-
ers for their dedication for their dedication, ac-
knowledging parents’ support in making the event
a success. Primary wing in charge Richa Goel ex-
tended a heartfelt vote of thanks.

Laxman Public School, Hauz Khas celebrated the annu-
al sports day for junior school. The event was graced
by school vice chairperson Pallavi Agarwal, mem-
ber of the managing committee, Bharat Agarwal,
school manager, B M Mudgal, head of school, DN
Tiwari, and vice principal Seema B Mishra. The
event witnessed a participation of approximately
800 students from classes I11 to VI, who showcased

Laxman Public School, Hauz Khas

their agility and sportsmanship in various events
including aerobics, yoga, taeckwondo, mass PT, flat
races, and relay races. A special highlight of the day
was the parents' flat race. The highlight of the event
was the prize distribution ceremony;, where the dig-
nitaries felicitated the winners, including both
students and parents, with medals and certificates,
encouraging them to continue striving for excel-
lence in sports.

B Will focus on making Delhi

a ‘viksit rajdhani’: Sachdeva

b Continued from P1

~ ™ ving a monthly honorar-
ium of Rs 2500 per

J month to women in Delhi
under the Mahila Samriddhi
Yojana® was one of the promi-
nent electoral promises made
by BJP in the run-up to the as-
sembly polls.

The Delhi CM said the first
day of the Delhi assembly ses-
sion on Monday will see the
election of Speaker and Depu-
ty Speakerfollowed by the new-
Iv-elected legislators taking
oath. She added that the three-
day assembly session will fo-
cuson discussions about devel-
opment projects. “The most
important aspect of the ses-
sion, as we committed, will be
the laying of the pending CAG
reports in the house and the
previous govt must now an-
swer the people of Delhi for the
misuse of their hard-earned
money,” Gupta said, adding
that all commitments made by
BJP will be fulfilled.

On former CM Atishi's
statement that her govt followed
the procedure and forwarded
the CAG reports to the lieuten-
ant governor for approval be-
fore tabling them in the house,
Sachdeva said the AAP dispen-

Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva, on Sunday

ports),” he added. The assembly

REKHA GUPTA SAYS session is starting Monday and
8 will continue till Thursday.

The most important Sachdeva also said that the
aspect of the session BJP govt in the next five vears
will be the laying of will focus on making Delhi a
the pending CAG “viksit rajdhani” (developed
reports and the capital). “All MLAs discussed in
previous govt must the meeting on how to take for-
now answer the people ward the developmental works
for the misuse of their in their respective constituen-
Band od cies. Our govt will complete all

-éarned money the projects and fulfil the expec-

tations of the people. AAP’s at-
tempts to defame the BJP by

sation was in a habit of “ped- spreading lies will be countered
dling lies.” “They should be by the work of our legislators,”
ready to reply (on CAG re-  theDelhi BJP president said.

CMmeets Shahand  Atishi: As Oppn,

Rajnath; ministers
and MLAs kickstart
projects in their areas

Tinaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on
sunday called on Union home minister Amit
Shah at his residence, the first after her govt
was sworn in the capital. She later met Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh.

After themeeting, Shah posted on X: “Cong-
ratulated Delhi's newly-elected Chief Minister,
Rekha, on her new responsibilities. The trust
that the people of Delhi have shown in the lea-
dership and welfare policies of Prime Minister
Modi will undoubtedly be upheld during vour
tenure as chief minister. This term will certa-

3% in 10 years.

inly take Delhi to new heights and fulfil all the

hopes and aspirations of the people.”

Singh also took to X after the meeting. 1
extend my best wishes for Delhi to progress
on the path of development and good gover-
nance. [ also pray to God for her successful te-

nure,” he posted.

Separately, several ministers and MLAs
flagged off different projects of Delhi’s public
works department in their respective constitu-
encies on Sunday. PWD minister Parvesh Ver-
ma inaugurated the strengthening work of a
stretch of Ring Road. The govt in astatement sa-
id that Verma also inspected and reviewed the
progress of the Barapullah Extradosed Bridge
project and directed the team of engineers toex-
pedite the execution work. He later went to the
Moolchand Pump House for inspection.

we will ensure BJP
fulfils all promises

»Continued from P1

ed by them, apart from Delhi, where the bud-
get has grown two and a half times in a
decade,” Atishi said. She added that Delhi’s
debt-to-GDP ratio had come down from 6% to

Ichallen ge BJP toname a single state govern-

“The people of Delhi have placed their trust
in you (BJP) and given you a mandate. Instead
of making excuses, fulfil the promises you
made to them,” Atishi said.

On BJP's announcement of tabling of CAG
reports in the three-day assembly session, At-
ishi said it was a routine procedure and that

i she, as CM, had
sent these re-
ports to the
House after ap-
proval from LG.
Atishi was
congratulated
by Kejriwal and
other senior
party function-
aries after be-
¥ ing chosen as
4 leader of oppo-
sition by con-
sensus. Inapost
on X, Kejriwal
said, “I con-

While Chhatarpur MLA Kartar Singh

Tanwarflagged off ninemaintenancevansin
his constituency, Nangloi Jat MLA Manoj
Shokeen inaugurated the horticulture work
on Quter Ring Road in Behera Enclave area.
Malviva Nagar ML A Satish Upadhyayalsoin-
augurated the strengthening work of Outer
Ring Road near IIT Flvover, while Mehrauli
MLA Gajendra Singh Yadav inaugurated the
road restoration work near Ber Sarai.
Similar works were started in Sangam Vi-
har, Trilokpuri, Wazirpur, Tri Nagar, Rohini,
Hari Nagar, Karawal Nagar, and Janakpuri

assembly constituencies.

gratulate  At-
ishi )i for being

elected as Leader of AAP in the House. AAP
will play the role of constructive opposition in
the interest of the people of Delhi.”

Atishi also posted on X and said, “The peo-
ple of Delhi have entrusted us with the role of
opposition, and as a strong opposition we will
ensure that the BJP govt fulfils all its promises
made to the people of Delhi.”

Former deputy CM Manish Sisodia also
congratulated Atishi. “The Aam Aadmi Party
will play the role of a responsible and active op-
position, always giving priority tothe interests

of the people of Delhi,” he posted on X.

CRIME AND THE CITY

Fugitive arrested
in 8.3-crore
property fraud

New Delhi: Delhi Police’s Cri-
me Branch arrested a 39-year-
old man who had been abscon-
ding since 2016 in connection
with a property fraud case in-
volving Rs 8.3 crore. The ar-
rest was made near the Tilak
Marg bus stop after a meticu-
lously planned operation.

Police said, the case goes
back to 2015 when Ashish
Sharma allegedly misrepre-
sented a property in west Pun-
jabi Bagh as being free from
any legal encumbrances.
“The complainant entered in-
to an agreement to purchase
the property for Rs 12 crore
and paid Rs8.3crore in install-
ments. However, it was later
found that the property was
mortgaged with two banks,”
said DCP(Crime Branch) Vik-
ram Singh. Thereafter, a case
was filed with the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW). Shar-
ma failed to cooperate with
the probe and was declared a
proclaimed offender by the co-
urton Feb6, 2019,

On Feb 20, the Crime
Branch received a tip-off abo-
ut Sharma's location. “*Based
on intelligence inputs, we
tracked the accused and ar-
rested him near the Tilak
Marg bus stop,” said a senior
police officer. Twm

Sibling snatchers:
Man arrested,
sister on the run

New Delhi: A man who, along
with hissister, engaged in mul-
tiple street snatchings in north
Delhi, was arrested after police
nabbed him in Punjabi Bagh.
His sister; however, managed to
escape. The arrest followed an
investigation into a recent pur-
se snatching incident in Inder-
lok, north Delhi, which was
captured on CCTV and provi-
ded crucial leads to the police.
According to police, the duo
recently snatched a woman's
pursenear Inderlok. The comp-
lainant, a 22-yvear-old student,
was returning home when two
individuals on a motorcycle
snatched her purse containing
Rs 8,000, Aadhaar card, and
other documents. The incident
was reported to the police, and
an FIR wasregistered underre-
levant sections of BNS.
Following the incident, a poli-
ce team analysed CCTV footage
from the area, which identified
the perpetrators as a brother-sis-
ter duo. The male suspect was la-
ter identified as Amandeep, a 23-
vear-old resident of Tilak Nagar
Raids were conducted, but both
suspects initially evaded arrest,
“Based on technical surveillance
and intelligence inputs, we tra-
ced Amandeep,. Efforts are on to
arrest his sister” said DCP
(North) Raja Banthia, tww

Four members
of auto-thieves
gang arrested

New Delhi: Delhi Police busted
an inter-state gangof autolifters
targeting high-end motorcycles,
arresting four accused and app-
rehending a juvenile. Four sto-
len motorcycles were recovered
from their possession.

The probe began after a
complaint was filed regarding
the theft of a motorcycle from
Hauz €azi. “Our team analysed
CCTV footage, used manual in-
telligence, and conducted techni-
cal surveillance, which led us to
Loni, Ghaziabad,” additional
DCP (Central) Hukma Ram said.

Based on intelligence, the
police first apprehended Mo-
hammad Umar (21), who was re-
sponsible for storing stolen ve-
hicles. His interrogation led to
the arrest of four more accused-
—Mujjamin(21), Bilal(21), Zarif
(22), and a 16-vear-old juvenile.
The gang operated under the le-
adership of a man identified as
Sahdab, who planned the thefts
and disposed of stolen vehicles
through illegal channels.

The accused revealed that
theyv stole high-end motorcy-
cles from different parts of
Delhi and hid them in secret
locations in Loni, Ghaziabad.
Once the heat died down, Sah-
dabwould arrangefor their re-
sale or dismantling for spare
parts, police said. Tuw
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Gzb family
strip, molest
woman over
dowry; 6 held

Keshav.Agarwal
@timesofindia.com

Filibhit: Six membersof a Gha-
ziabad-based family were boo-
ked by Pilibhit police on Sunday
for allegedly stripping, moles-
ting and torturing a 27-vear-old
worman over dowry,

The woman from Pilibhit
stated in her police complaint
that despite giving a huge do-
wry during her marriage to a
diamond trader in Ghaziabad
on July 7, 2022, her husband
and her in-laws demanded "Rs
10 lakh along with a luxury car
and things became unbearable
after she gave birth to a girl
child last year”.

SHO Pawan Pandey said on
Sunday; "Six individuals, inclu-
ding the woman's diamond tra-
der husband, were booked un-
der BNS sections 85 (subjecting
awoman tocruelty by husband
or his relatives), 74 (assault or
criminal force against a wo-
man to outrage her modesty),
76 {criminal force against a wo-
man with the intent to disrobe
her), 115 (2) (voluntarily cau-
sing hurt), 352 (intentional in-
sult), 351(3)(criminal intimida-
tion), and sections of the Do-
wry Prohibition Act.”

The woman claimed her fat-
her had already given Rs 50 lakh,
amongotheritems, at thetime of
her wedding. "My husband rou-
tinely thrashes me after getting
drunk following provocation by
his kin. He even forced me into
unnatural sexual relations. I was
regularly threatened by them,"
she said in her complaint.

She added: "Things became
worse after the birth of our
daughter on Feb 2, 2024, My in-
laws demanded an additional Rs
10 1akh but my father could offer
just Rs3lakh. They started beha-
ving more cruelly with me... On
April 26 of last year, I was strip-
ped and molested. | couldn’t bear
it any longer and told everything
to my brother, who brought me
back to my parents' place.”

Undertrial dead in Tihar

New Delhi: An undertrial
prisoner was found dead in Tihar
Jail's number 8. On Saturday,
when he failed to emerge from
his cell, jail staff entered to
check on him and found him
unconscious. He was rushed to
the jail dispensary, where
doctors declared him dead. An
inquiry was ordered. tun

JNU Hostel Is Under Repair

Even Before Opening Doors

Was Inaugurated In Feb 2024, But Final Handover Delayed

Sugandha Jha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Despite being in-
augurated with much fanfare,
Jawaharlal Nehru Universi-
ty's Barak Hostel remains
non-operational and is now
undergoing repairs even befo-
re welcoming its first batch of
students.

The hostel, a long-standing
demand of JNU students to
address the accommodation
crisis, was inaugurated in Feb
2024 bv home minister Amit
Shah. However, the newly-
constructed building has been
lying vacant, reportedly due to
delays in the final handover to
the administration, pending
quality approval.

This delay has raised con-
cerns after the JNU Students’
Union (JNUSU) shared pho-
tos and videos last week sho-
wing visible signsof damage,
such as peeling plaster, bro-
ken windows, and other
structural flaws. A TOI spot
check confirmed that repair
work began at the hostel soon
after these imagesstarted cir-
culating. When contacted for
comment, JNU vice-chancel-
lor Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit directed the query to
the dean of students, who did
not respond.

several students have ex-
pressed frustration over the
newly-built hostel, which to-
ok yvears to complete, already
requiring repairs. JNUSU
president Dhananjay  said,
“This new building, inaugu-
rated by home minister Amit
Shah last year, which is vet to
be opened for students, is al-
ready in need of repairs. This
reflects the administration's
lack of attention, as they fai-
led to ensure proper const-
ruction. We demand that the
hostel be opened immediate-
1y, even as repair work conti-
nues, with the administra-
tion taking full responsibili-
ty for any future incidents
due to poor construction.”

He added, “The condition
of other hostels is even worse,
with broken doors and mal-
functioning washrooms.”

The foundation stone for
Barak Hostel was laid in 2017
by Jitendra Singh, the Union
minister for development of

the north eastern region (Do-
NER). Built at Rs 28.3 crore,
thehostel was envisioned pri-
marily for students from
northeastern states. The fo-
ur-storey building was desig-
ned to house 424 students,
with 75% of the rooms reser-
ved for students from the
northeast.

The prolonged delay in ma-
king the hostel operational has
triggered multiple student pro-
tests over the vears. JNUSU
hasrepeatedly raised the issue
in its demonstrations, inclu-
ding a 17-day hunger strike de-
manding its immediate ope-
ning. Last year, student outfits
such asthe Akhil Bharativa Vi-
dyarthi Parishad (ABVP) and
the National Students’ Union
of India(NSUI)alsostaged pro-
tests, calling for the university
to expedite the process.

"ABVP has relentlessly
struggled to ensure the ope-

ning of Barak Hostel. Our con-
tinuouseffortsledtothealloca-
tion of funds from the DoNER
ministry in 2015. I personally
protested barefoot for several
days to push for this cause, De-
spite being in union for the
past nine yvears since 2016, the
Left has attempted to halt the
process of its opening. Due to
our persistent pressure, the in-
augurationof Barak Hostel be-
came a reality However, we
strongly condemn the poor
construction of the hostel and
demand that the administra-
tion expedite repairs and open
the hostel at the earliest,” said
Rajeshwar Kant Dubey, ABVP
JNUunit president.

Barak Hostel's situation is
not an isolated case—several
other hostels in JNU have fa-
ced concerns over infrastruc-
ture. Residents of Lohit, Kave-
ri, and Sabarmati hostels have
repeatedly complained about

leaking roofs, broken ceilings,
and falling structures. In 2022,
heavy rainfall led to parts of a
hostel balcony and celling col-
lapsing, raising safety con-
cerns among students. These
recurring issues have led to
orowing demands for better
maintenance on campus.
Kunal, former president
of Sutlej Hostel and NSUI
unit general secretary, high-
lighted the ongoing issues,
stating that essential faciliti-
es, such as toilets, are in poor
condition. “The bathrooms
lack proper piping, and seve-
ral urinals are broken. Repa-
irs are promised but often ta-
ke an excessively long time-
—what should be completed
in three months stretches to
over a year. This extended de-
layv has caused significant in-
convenience to students, who
are torced to use bathrooms
on other floors.” Kunal said.

Delhi youths
among those
held as rave

party busted

Nitesh.Kumara
@timesofindia.com

Jaipur: Nearly 150 vouths
from Jaipur, Gurgaon, Fari-
dabad and Delhi were alle-
gedly caught consuming
drugs and liquor during ara-
ve party atafarmhouse-cum-
resort in Labana village, lo-
cated on the Jaipur-Delhi na-
tional highway, around 1:30
am Sunday. The police seized
a small quantity of smack,
over 500 bottles of beer, 17
bottles of foreign liquor, and
several hookahs from the ve-
nue, about3s kmiromJaipur

The farmhouse owner,
Sanjay Luhadia, 49, and the
party organiser, Harshvard-
han Kumar Saini, 30, were
arrested under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act and
the Excise Act. The police let
the vouths go after penali-
sing 63 of them under the Ci-
garettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA) and
informing their parents abo-
ut their involvement. Sanjay
Luhadia is a resident of Shi-
vaji Nagar, Sodala, while
Harshvardhanresides inthe
Shipra Path area of the city.

Jaipur Rural SP Anand
sharma said the event was
held at Stories — The Orga-
nic Farm Café in Labana
village without the requi-
red excise licence. He added
that the rave party invita-
tion was circulated in
WhatsAppandsocialmedia
groups, offering tickets for
up to Rs 5,000, with discoun-
ted rates for couples.

Sharma confirmed that
the guests came from at least
four cities. During theraid, lo-
ud music was playving, and
most attendees were under
the influence of alcohol and
drugs. The operation was part
of ‘Operation Knock Out,” a
campaign aimed at curbing
drug consumptionw and
peddling in rural Jaipur. The
Jaipur Rural DST team acted
on a tip-off, forming a special
team under the supervision
of Jaipur Rural cyber cell RPS
officer Khaleel Ahmed to con-
duct the raid. Cops detained
63 wyouths and issued them
challans under the COTPA
Act, while the remaining at-
tendees were let off without
further action. Further inves-
tigation isunderway.
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Senior citizen murdered

New Delhi: A 60-year-old man
was murdered, while his wife
and daughter were injured after
agroup, including two brothers,
their father, and their friend, at-
tacked them in Northwest Del-
hi's Shalimar Bagh. Police said
the accused wanted to take re-
venge for their brother'sbheating
by the victim's son. Police arres-
ted four people in the case,

The deceased was identified
as Kali Charan, who lived with
his family in Shalimar Bagh. His
wife, Sudama (60), and daughter;
Anita (40), were receiving treat-
ment. Police said the incident

started after Kali Charan's son,
Bharat, a history sheeter at Shali-
mar Bagh police station, along
with his friends Mukhtyar, Chi-
nu, and Nikesh, quarrelled with
Sanjay (23), also a history sheeter
at Shalimar Bagh police station.
sanjay was badly beaten up by
Bharat. Cops said that after lear-
ning about the incident, Dhar-
menderalias Doremon (25), along
with his injured brother Sanjay,
friend Raman (27), and his father
Ram Charan (53), went to Bha-
rat's house seeking revenge, but
they did not find him. Instead,
they stabbed other members. iy

Man dies in bike accident

New Delhi: A 30-year-old man di-
ed, while his nephew was injured

after they lost control of their

motoreyele and fell from a height
of 25feet on Geeta Colony flyover
innorth east Delhi.

According to police, a call
was received at 3.02pm on Sun-
day reporting that two men fell
from the flyover. Both of them
were already taken to a hospital
by bystanders.

At the hospital, Sonu (30), a
resident of Bhagirathi Vihar,
was declared dead, while his 27-
vear-old nephew, Sonu, from
Madanpur JJ Colony remained
in critical condition. The two

were travelling from Bhagirat-
hi Vihar to Sangam Vihar. The
deceased worked asasanitation
worker in a private university,
while his injured nephew works
at a jeans factory in Ghaziabad.

DCP (Shahdara) Prashant
Priyva Gautam said, "As per the
MLC report, both individuals
consumed alcohol before the ac-
cident. A case has been registe-
red under relevant sections of
BNS, and further investigations
are underway”

Police =aid they are scan-
ning CCTV footage of the area
to ascertain whether the duo
was hit by any other vehicle, tww
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‘Infuriated over being frisked: Cops The Pleasures of Not Knowing?

CITY CITY BANG BANG

charge 3 with murder of constable

Abhay@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Nearly three
months after constable Kiran-
pal Singh was murdered by
three men while on patrol in
southeast Delhi's Govindpuri,
Delhi Police has filed a char-
gesheet in the Saket court.
The chargesheet reveals
that the trio murdered Singh
after becoming infuriated

when he stopped them while
they were roaming late at
night and tried to frisk them.
The trio wanted to establish
supremacy in the area.
Sourcessaid that the near-
ly 300-page chargesheet was
filed on Friday, with about 30
people named as witnesses.
Some of these witnesses
had an argument with the ac-
cused just before the murder,

The police named three
people as primary suspects:
Deepak, Krish and Rocky ali-
as Raghav. They were char-
ged with murder and com-
mon intention. Rocky died
during anencounter with the
police in Sangam Vihar, whi-
le Deepak was injured during
an encounter in Govindpuri.

Police sources revealed
that when the two accused

COST OF CRIMINAL AMBITION | What's in the
chargesheet
Where b > The trio murdered
Govindpuri ,;’Jﬂfr\ ? Singh after he
in South ?‘1\ stopped and frisked
- them while they were
: E roaming late at night
R » The accused
: > wanted to establish
Deceased supremacy in the
Constable i *J area
Kiranpal Singh i > A 300-page
» Delhi chargesheet named
Police filed a 3:::;”:3‘;5““
chargesheet :
at Saket Court included CI::I"!
nearly three :ﬂn'ﬂ“lt:u;fa :‘ dgljﬂ
months after
constable - mﬂwlnm
Kiranpal Singh’s ¢ :
murder ';, - knife used
':" > Rocky died during
> Three w [ a police encounter
suspects — : in Sangam Vihar
Deepak, ﬂn"" 4 after opening fire to
P-:ri;h, N " _{f‘" : evade capture
an d 7
fag \ » » Deepak was
Rocky allas \Q— injured during an
W‘Egl'E' charaed ot f ] encounter with
with murd?ar = . o . - Y police in Govindpuri
and common SOy — » The accused
intention Singh was STABBED‘TWIEE andl were described as
DECLARED DEAD on arrival at hospital budding criminals

Dr. Pran Nath Seth

(1938-2025)

We honor the life of Dr. Pran Nath Seth,
whao p;:sjfd away on Ff!;'rumy 21, 2025.

Prayer Meeting: February 25th

Time: 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm
Venue: Gurudwara Shri Rakab Ganj Sahib
(Near Parliament House)

B o—_—

Wife : Mrs Suman Seth
Sons : Dr Amit & Dr Sumit
Daughters in laws : Dr Deepali & Dr Shambhavi
Grandchildren : Dr Aryan , Krish , Prishaa , Sharanya

Dear Papa, your wisdom, kindness,

#

- and dedication shall continue to inspire us. -

.

Manual
scavenging:
JNU union
blames admin

Sugandha.Jha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The JNU unit
of the All India Central Co-
uncil of Trade Unions
(AICCTU) filed an FIR aga-
inst the university's regist-
rar, alleging that the admi-
nistration allowed manual
scavenging near Jhelum
hostel. The complaint came
after a video surfaced onli-
ne, purportedly showing a
worker entering a manhole
without a protective gear.

In a complaint filed on
Feb 22 with the police, Su-
rva Prakash, vice president
of the All India General
Kamgar Union — JNU (affi-
liated with AICCTU), said:
“I came across photos of a
worker entering the man-
hole near Jhelum hostel,
thattoowithoutany protec-
tive gear. Thisisagainstthe
Manual Scavenging Pre-
vention Act, 2013. This isal-
so blatantlv against dignifi-
ed working conditions for
the sanitation workers."

When contacted, a JNU
administration official said
the university had not recei-
ved any formal complaint
regarding the matter. “Clea-
ning-related work is carried
out by a third-party, which is
responsible for such tasks
on campus. The administra-

were questioned, they clai-
med they wanted to dominate
the area, especially Govind-
puri. The accused were desc-
ribed as budding eriminals.

The police gathered evi-
dence from CCTV footage,
which showed the accused to-
gether, brandishing wea-
pons. Additionally, a digital
route map was created using
phonelocationsand CCTV fo-
otage to track their move-
ments on the day of the mur-
der Sourcessaid that the poli-
ceanalysed the footage, theti-
meof the movements, and the
locations. "The police have al-
so recovered clothes they we-
re wearing during the crime,
as well as the shoes and the
knife used, all of which were
mentioned in the chargeshe-
etasevidence," a source said.

Sources said the incident
occurred on Nov 23, when Ki-
ranpal was last seen around
4,30 am near temple in Go-
vindpuri, along with fellow
constables Banai Singh and
Sunil. Constable Sunil went
to deliver some documents at
the police station, but when
he returned, Singh was mis-
sing. A search ensued, and
Singh was found unconscio-
us on the roadside near the
entrance of lane numberi3at
Sant Ravidas Marg. He had
been stabbed twice. He was
rushed toahospital, where he
wasdeclared dead on arrival.

The accused trio had re-
portedly been returning from
a party and were intoxicated.
They got into an argument
with a few people. For two ho-
urs, they roamed the area be-
fore heading to a tea stall,
where they encountered
the constable.

Atul.Mathur
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi's private
power distribution compani-
es continued their dominan-
ce in the ‘consumer service
rating of discoms’ by provi-
ding continuous and stable
electricity supply to resi-
dents of the capital.

The three Delhi powerdis-
tribution companies - BSES
Rajdhani Power Limited,
BSES Yamuna Power Limi-
ted, and Tata Power Delhi
Distribution Limited - were
rated A+, the top honour,
among 66 in the country,
which were evaluated and ra-
ted for their performance in
the 2023-24 financial vear by
REC Limited (under the
Union ministry of power).

Their performance was as-
sessed on four broad parame-
ters: operational reliability;
connection and other servi-
ces: metering, billing and col-
lection, fault rectification and
grievance redress. These were
subdivided into 23 factors.

The consumer service ra-
ting of discoms was released
by the Union power minister
Manohar Lal Khattar during
the review, planning and mo-
nitoring with states and state
utilities last week.

According to the report,
all three Delhi discoms got a
cumulative score of over 90
and were acknowledged for
providing 24 hours of supply;
100% online processing of
applications and received
high ratings for digital pay-
ment of electricity bills. This
was the fourth edition of the
consumer service rating of
discoms, and the three Delhi
electricity distribution com-
panies consistently secured
positions among the top.

Of the 66 discoms asses-
sed, 56 were state-owned whi-

SANTOSH DESAI

= The world is on the brink
g of a transformational
i change, The prospect of
achieving a form of su-
perintelligence is becom-
ing more real by the day
as Artificial Intelligence
companies compete to bring us the ev-
er-accelerating developments in this
area. Beneath the sense of giddy excite-
ment and clammy terror at the pros-
pect of what might happen next, there
is a sense that intelligence, as we know
it, is never going to be the same again.

So, perhaps, it is precisely at this
time we should cast our minds to all
that we don’t know. Not in the realm of
cutting-edge particle phyvsics or deep
space exploration, but in the mundane
everyday things that surround us, flows
through us, and shape our existence.

Just look at the humble puddle of wa-
ter that sits fatlv in the middle of a mon-
soon-affected road. It revels in its utter or-
dinariness—as an experience, it does not
invite a second glance. It does not evoke
interest or curiosity This nondescript
experience, which we take for granted,
however, is extremely difficult to capture
mathematically In the most advanced
language that human beings have devel-
oped, one that forms the bedrock of all
science, we struggle to describe this com-
pletely low-order experience. Our most
sophisticated computers, armed with ad-
vanced fluid dynamics equations, falter,
The simple puddle, understood intuitive-
Iv by every child who has ever splashed
in one, defies easy scientific grasp. It's as
if nature has encoded even in this most
basic form a complexity that transcends
our tools of comprehension.

This gap between experiencing and
understanding runs deep through hu-
man existence. We navigate our world
through our bodies with remarkable
precision—catching balls, maintaining
halance on crowded buses, adjusting
our grip pressure when holding a del-
icate egg versus a sturdy cup. Yet when

we try to program robots to replicate
these seemingly simple tasks, we dis-
cover how little we understand about
our own capabilities. A gecko climbing
up a wall performs feats of adhesion
and movement that our best engineer-
ing can only clumsily approximate.
A squirrel leaping between branches
solves complex calculus problems in-
stinctively that would challenge our
most advanced computers.

Our understanding of that which
makes us most human—our emotions
and our senses-—is rudimentary De-

For in this not-knowing
lies something precious.
In a world increasingly
mediated through screens
and digital interfaces,
these persistent mysteries
ground us in the physical
reality of our existence,

in the lived experience of
being conscious entities in
a universe that continues to
surprise and humble us

spite mapping neural pathways and
identifving chemical signatures, we
remain fundamentally puzzled by how
consciousness emerges from the wet
machinery of our brains. How does a
collection of neurons firing give rise
to the experience of seeing the colour
red, or smelling fresh coffee, or feeling
the warmth of sunlight on our face? We
don't know why some people are moved
to tears by a piece of music while oth-
ers think of it as background noise.
There are so many diseases we don’t
understand. Physicians use the word
“idiopathic,” a word that seems redo-
lent with gravitas and expertise, but
which essentially is a way of saving
“haven’t the foggiest.” There are many
diseases that we do not comprehend,

autoimmune diseases, for instance, and
even some treatments where we are not
quite sure as to how they work.

The mystery deepens when we en-
ter the realm of human connection. In
an era of dating apps and relationship
algorithms, we still cannot explain why
we fall in love with one person and not
another. The chemistry of attraction,
that invisible pull that draws two people
together, remains stubbornly resistant
to scientific reduction. We can measure
hormones and track brain activities,
but these measurements feel hollow
against the lived experience of falling
in love, like trving to explain a sunset
through its wavelength spectrum.

There 1s a great need in this technolog-
ical age of ours to think of all problems
as solvable, all questions as answerable.
But perhaps they point to something
more fundamental about the nature of
existence itself, Perhaps the gap between
our mathematical models and reality
isn't a failure of science but a feature of
a universe that retains its mystery even
as it reveals its patterns. Perhaps intelli-
cence alone, no matter how advanced or
how fast, is enough to unravel everything
about this world of ours.

This is not an argument for anti-in-
tellectualism or against scientific pro-
gress. Rather, it's a call for humility in
the face of complexity, for appreciation
of the profound depths that exist in even
the simplest natural phenomena.

For in this not-knowing lies some-
thing precious—the sense of wonder
that comes from engaging with mystery,
the humanity in acknowledging our
limitations, the wisdom in recognising
that some aspects of existence resist re-
duction to algorithms and equations. In
a world increasingly mediated through
screens and digital interfaces, these
persistent mysteries ground us in the
physical reality of our existence, in
the lived experience of being conscious
entities in a universe that continues to
surprise and humble us.

The puddle remains unmodeled,
love remains unexplained, and con-
sciousness continues to puzzle us. And
perhaps that's exactly as it should be.

santosh36sgmail.com
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City’s pvt discoms rated A+ for power supply

66 discoms, 56 state-owned and 10
private, covering over 33.4 crore

consumers, rated

Six discoms excluded due to non-
participation, one for data insufficiency
Six discoms, including Delhi's BSES
Rajdhani, BSES Yamuna and Tata

Power, secured A+ rating

and consume electricity) per
lakh customers (under net

Three discoms generated 99% bills based on

WHO'S POWER’,NG AHEAD AND WHO'S NOT

Consumer Service Ratings of Power Discoms for 2023-24

Other three A+ rated power discoms

were Adani Electricity Mumbai Limited,

Maharashtra, Tata Power Company
Limited, Maharashtra, and Noida

Power Company l,lmiled, Uttar Frade_sh
15 got A rating, 22 got B+, 14 rated B,

seven got C+ and two got C
No discom got D, the lowest grade

metering/gross metering) actual/working meter reading
Customers receiving billing alerts ~ 100% 9% R National avg: 82%
Bills paid digitally 89% 89% Ere N National avg: 41%

¥

The consumer service
rating of discoms was
released by the Union
power minister Manohar
Lal Khattar during the
review, planning and
monitoring with states
and state utilities

ters, consumers receiving bil-
ling updates on mobile and pa-
ving digitally and availability
of information on outages.
and effectiveness of the grie-
vance redressal mechanism.
Officials said the rating
was done with the aim of de-

Rating parameters BRPL BYPL TPPDL : .
veloping a comprehensive
@ strategy to enhance consu-
mersatisfaction and promote
Operational Reliability A+ A+ cmssmlisqi;ﬂinarg learning.
Connection and Other Services A+ A It delved into various consu-
% i i i - : mer-focused services, using
Metering, Billing and Collection A+ W o the service standards outli-
Fault Rectification and A+ A+ £ bvbt provided ned in the electricity rules as
Grievance Redressal 34 hoire arfﬂundﬂtmn for evaluan_ng
These parameters were further divided into 23 sub-categories i g;.i;g‘rﬂ;h;?; ;;ri{g:iss ety
Total consumers (in lakhs) 30.33 19.37 1992 :pred and Ts_essnzfd the ::Dtr;m*
iy i iance and implementation
Lr:atf?rgrhﬁ;ﬁi"fg:d;:erail stahility 2.82 122 of theserules,
i b T e T _ “This initiative is a signi-
Distrlhuthn transformer failure | 0.1% ) 0.6% [}H% Mational avg: 6.4% ficant step towards greater
Prosumers (who both generate 168 71 126 accountability for discoms

and raising awareness
among consumers regarding
parameters that directly im-
pact their satisfaction levels.
Through this report, the mi-
nistrv of power tries to estab-
lish minimum service para-

meters related to power qua-

le 10 were private, and toget-
her they covered over 33.4 cro-
re consumers in urban and
rural parts of the country.
Though 73 discoms were
approached for the survey,
which ran for nearly 180 days,
gsix were excluded for non-
participation, while one pro-
vided insufficient data.
Besides the three Delhi

which managed to secure the
A+ rating included Adani
Electricity Mumbai Limited
and Tata Power Company Li-
mited in Maharashtra and
Noida Power Company Limi-
ted in Uttar Pradesh.

A total of 15 discoms got
the Arating, 22got B+,14 were
rated B, seven received C+,
and twowererated C. Nocom-

The power utilities were
scrutinised for the number of
hours of electricity supply, in-
terruption index, distribu-
tion transformer failure rate,
alignment of regulations
with best industry practices,
applications processed thro-
ughonline portals, number of
prosumers per lakh consu-
mers, average time taken for

discoms, the other three

pany got D, the lowest grade.
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D LE0 tion will spe-
— ak to the
' agency invol-
o AP : e || ved theoffi
i A cial added.
= < || Om Shree Mahaveeray Namah || 5 | d E’lﬂliﬂlﬁ S
1 | id they have
AR PRAYER MEETING T |
LY y - complaint
[y - % | and the in-
e <% | vestigations
* | | areon.
Yy
{ ‘_:'1"
7 RN
Smt. Prakashwati Goel (Jain)
[(Wife of late Shri Shripal Goel (Jain] )
15/05/1935 - 17/02/2025
With profound grief & sorrow we regret to inform that our beloved
Smt. Prakashwati Goel (Jain) has left for her heavenly abode,
Rasam Pagdi
L will be held on Monday, February 24 2025, at 11:00 am
" at Siri Fort Auditorium, Gate No 4, Khel Gaon Road, New Delhi \
In grief:

Jambu Prasad Jain

Daughters & Sons in Law

Sudha Gupta & Anil Gupta

Rita Jain (W /o Late Brajesh |ain)

Prabha Garg & Vineet Garg

Grandchildren

Varun Goel & Chandni Goel

Kunal Jain & Sakshi Khandelwal

Avush Goel & Tanya Goel, Abhishek Goel

Amit Gupta & Pragati Gupta, Manav Jain & Aditi Jain,
Vipul Garg & Shreya Garg, Pulkit Garg

L5
H. K Sarvice Salicn Gevinl Smicks

Lix
sinw Db Gragiszad @“‘ i

Sons & Daughters in Law
Ashok Goel & Rekha Goel
Sushil Goel & Nutan Goel
Arun Goel & Nidhi Goel

Nephews

Kamal Kant Goel & Bina Goel
Sanjeev Goel & Mamta Goel
Deepak Goel & Monika Goel
Rohit Jain & Preeti Jain
Rahul Jain & Monica Jain
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Hang Hahal Jeweks
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With deep sorrow and grief we wish to inform

YOG RAJ CHHABRA

left for his heavenly abode.

Cremation will be held at Lodhi Crematorium
on February 24, 2025 at 11:30am

In sorrow :
Kanwal Chhabra
Renu & Atul Deshpande,

Sheena and Mona Chhabra

Total
Publications - Durtlay
The Times of India Delhi/NCR
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The silent joy of remembering a loved one.
The moments you shared together.
Little moments that make life beautiful.

Share them. With Friends. Relatives. Neighbours.

Colleagues. With all those whose lives
the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on,
when you share memories, they stay on forever.
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For any information call

Vinod : 9958992088
: 8130604727

Krishna Chaudhary | tan

Meerut: Two men died and
two others suffered critical
injuries after their car
crashed intoa treeon Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Kanwar
Marg in Meerut's Sardhana
on Sunday, said police.
Sardhana CO Sanjay Ku-
mar Jaiswal told TOI, “All
four friends were returning
fromawedding in Khatauli,
Muzaffarnagar, when the
accident took place. The de-
ceased were identified as
Nakul Kashyap, 33, and
Manpreet Singh, 35, both
residents of Sarai Nagar in
Ghaziabad. Himansh Eu-
mar and Rohit Kumar suf-
fered critical injuries.”
Jaiswal said prelimina-
ry Investigation suggests
that the driver fell asleep at

the wheel. “As the car went
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out of control and hit the

lity, reliability and consumer
service across the country,
track discoms’ performance
across these aspects over ti-
me, foster healthy competi-
tion among them to improve
consumer experience, and
encourage the power utilities
to assess gap areas and pro-
mote cross-learning to en-
hance overall service quali-
tv." said an official.

Two Gzb men returning
from wedding killed as
car crashes into tree

As the car went
out of control and
hit the tree, all
four occupants got
trapped inside,
police said

tree, all four ocecupants got
trapped inside,” said Jais-
wal. They pgot stuck for
nearlv 30 minutes when a
passerby noticed the man-
gled car and alerted police.
All four were taken to a
community health centre
where Kashyap and Singh
weredeclared dead. Himansh
and Rohit were shifted toLala
Lajpat Rai Memorial Medical
College in critical condition.
“No complaint has been
received so far. We have sent
the bodies for a post-mortem
examination and informed
their families,” said Jaiswal.
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MEHBOOBA ACCUSES J&K ASSEMBLY SPEAKER OF

IMPOSING A FORM OF ‘MARTIAL LAW’ IN STATE

GOVT IN UP, CALLS IT A ‘DOUBLE BLUNDER’

SP CHIEF AKHILESH MOCKS BJP’S DOUBLE-ENGINE

Centre bans manufacture & export of
2 drugs ‘fuelling’ W Africa opioid crisis

Photo: Ashad Shaikh

/

Reduce ol
intake, fight
obesity, PM

appeals again

Maomi Canton & Taamdol 225mg and Tara- Times News NETWORK
ariiwic  'HARMFUL FOR HEALTH': MID SAYS ONCAM 7o,

] the same dangerous cocktail. New Delhi: PM Modi Sunday
London/Mumbai: A media A Palghar-based com- Il } Sharma told the reporter, doubled down on his suggesti-
exposé on a Maharashtra- pany, Aveo Pharma- “This is very harmful for on to reduce monthly edible
based pharma company ac- chﬁlt:al& manufac- P their health, but the custom- oil consumption by 10% to pre-
cused of illegally manufac- twed unlicensed. hial- er cannot understand that. ventobesity which, hesaid, af-
turing unlicensed, addictive dicti 2, g He wants to relax. Any medi- fected one in every eight peo-
opioids and exporting them ly addictive opioids cine can be misused. Thisisa ple. He also asked people to
to West Africa led to a joint | and illegally exported very harmfulproductintheir : pass on the challenge of re-

raid by state and central drug ttlem :!nﬂﬁltm::lal, "[9"‘-" hands, but nowadays this is ducing oil intake to 10 others.
inspectors over the weekend ria and Cote d'lvoire, business. 1 can clear from During the opening of Na-
" _fll’St man tﬂ EEGFE < dﬂu bIE and the announcement of according to a BEC our customs, means India. tional Games in Dehradun on
curbs on the manufacturing documentary titled Youcanclearfrom yvourside."” Jan 28, Modi had highlighted
centu f'y In ODI CTI_-C!("?t Eg alnst 8 andexportof suchproducts. ‘India’s Opioid Kings'. He told the reporter that the role of excess cooking oil in
. Sguth Af nca nn this day n 2{}]0 ; The raid on Aveo Pharma- | Consumption of the he can ship them to Ghana : causing obesity and suggested
el ceuticals Pvt Ltd's facility pills has created a and they can enter Nigeria that families reduce their con-

Y . , ® and warehouse in Boisar un- major public health from there. The drugs he sumption of edible oil by 10%

) der Palghar district followed crisis in the West shows are the sameones that eachmonth. Hesaid small steps
1 et 1 a BBC World Service docu- have been seized by the po- such as this could lead to signif-
NU One Clears OdiSha dISt IUdge tESt mentary titled ‘India’s Opioid African region e e lice in West African nations icant health improvements.

ot a single candidate has cleared a written test for posts of Kings'. It examined the public _ . because they are illegal.

45 district judges in Odisha through direct recruitment from health crisis caused by pills DEADLY DRUG MIA = fﬂﬁpiﬁgﬂlﬁ THE HMSE This is very Sharma also boasted that his ____YOU READ IT HERE
among advocates and judicial officers, show results posted on made of a deadly cocktail | Tapentadol | A powerful opioid a P ek livaai Aveo MD Vinod !'IEH' mful factory is “WHO certified”. People should reduce
the high court website, reports Lalmohan Patnaik. of tapentadol (a powerful that causes deep sedation and e unI_Eri ran Kumar Sharma was  for their health, The documentary also fo- intake of edible oil by 10%

HC had invited applications from law graduates aged 35-45 opioid) and carisoprodol (an oo difficultd names like: captured on a hidden pyt the customer cuses on a drug rehabilita- PR R

. i ; e e lJrEE!.thmg difficulties tﬂ' cut Dhcslnr I-ISI‘\.. [}h'l
with minimum seven years of practice as advocates and judicial | addictive muscle relaxant), |> / Tafrodol (the most | camera openly cannot under- tion centre in Nigeria where )
officers with at least five years of experience as civil judge packaged as legitimatelicens- Carisoprodol | A muscle relaxant| popular) | TimaKing | discussing the stand that... This patients addicted to these Stmmoindaon e
(senior division). After scrutiny, 283 advocate candidates were ed medicines, in countries | banned in several countries due | | Super | Royal-225| | products. He : h'" ful opioids live in appalling con- e e Pl Riascay
found eligible for the Jan 5 test for 31 posts. Of them, 180 took such as Nigeriaand Ghana. to its addictive properties Taamdol | admitted that the 1S 2 Very harmiu ditions with their legs o b v of ot |t f i o oty
the test. Another 83 from among judicial officers were cleared to Thisdrugcombinationis |- /" Taramaking pills are harmful but product... but chained together, sleepingon g testyle diorders, and | aijemti e
take the exam for 14 posts. But two notices issued by the not licensed for use any- |- " : ~ > The pills are called his activity nowadays this is the floor with no running wa- b woysd iy PO | oA E
registrar (examination) on Feb 17 revealed no qualifiers. where in the world. “They Effect of combining them | packaged to “iust business” business ter. In Tamale, Ghana, local N e
are coming in from India Their combination produces appear legitimate city chief Alhassan Maham E .‘1.:‘:.13_.‘,."1':.:' T L SR
STA STICS A slice of life in numbers aEResun e and that has become a big severe side effects in;:ILiding ’ OUTRAGE has created a citizens' task oy .." f.l"“i ok i rsmanal
menace in Nigeria,” a mem- seizures, respiratory failure and | pic for representation R P : force of 100 volunteers whose “‘1"'."".':' e '~..‘. nec il - =
WHO’S MORE AFRAID OF | ber of Nigeria's drug en | deathomoveriose s manfactrg ihy addictheapiods  Tision storaidandarest S @ =
f i t ]_.L']_EBE - 5 th d_‘[" d E.]. " [1 I k r| rlle 1im I|."- |'||||.|| I .||'-£'--l. a1 i
TRUMP’S AMERICA? " Maharashra FDA. offi and exportng then legally O West  these ilegal oploids off the | = G4+ X »yencrs
. : e . jals said the entire stock Africa. It's creating major drugs & public streets, But the problem is:
As Donald Trump’s return to White House shifted from possibility to reality, 1 S : : S . e P gk R
alobal risk perceptions of the US surged, The Munich Security Conference's was seized, and further pro health crisis in Ghana, Nigeria, Cote India ismanufacturing them » Relatedreports, Other Book, P6

latest poll shows sharp increases in fear of the US across six of 8 countries —
with Germany and Canada leading the polls, each up by 21 points

Countries’ risk perceptions of the US
Oct 2023 M Nov 2024

1149107

Germany Canada France India Japan China South
source: Munich Security Conference Africa

duction was immediately
halted. The company was al-
soslapped with a showeause.
On Friday, the Centre is-
sued directivestoall statesto
revoke the no-objection cer-
tificate (NOC) for export and
the manufacturing licences
for tapentadol, carisoprodol,
and other similar products.
Speaking to TOI, an FDA
official said, “Aveo has been
on our radar for the past few
months. We served them no-
tice in October for non-
matching of their manufac-
turing and distribution re-
cords. Central Drugs Stan-

dard Contrel Organization
(CDSCO) 1s responsible for
testing the exports as per
their protocols, and the state
does not play a role. Both the
medicines have their use
separately, but their combi-
nation is harmful, and it is
already banned in India.”
Monish Bhalla, former
senior officer of India's Nar-

D'lvoire — reveals BBC. Why is India not
acting? Stopping it?
— Jawhar Sircar | FoRMER RAIYA SABHA MP

This is going to blow back on India very
S00N — Amitav Ghosh | autsosr

cotics Control Bureau, said,
“The checks and balanceson
imports inIndiaarefarmore

stringent than for exports.”

Aveo 1s breaking Indian
law because it is not meeting
import requirements in Gha-
na, but “the Indian author-
ities pay little attention to
pharma drugs not sold in In-
dia,” the documentary states.

An undercover BBC re-
porter went to Aveo Pharma-
ceuticals’ factory posing as
a businessman looking to
supply opioids to Nigeria and
metthemanaging director Vi-
nod Kumar Sharma. Whilst
being plied with snacks and
Bisleri, Sharma showed him
the pills boxed under differ-
ent brand names such as

faster than they can do that.

CDSCOtoldthe BEC ithas
taken the matter up with
countries in West Africa and
will take immediate action
against any pharmaceutical
firm involved in malpractice.

WhileSharmadidnotre-
spond to TOI requests, the
company in a statement
said that the allegations
against it were baseless and
without merit. The compa-
ny added that it adhered to
the rules and regulations
set by various regulatory
authorities to manufacture
and export its products.

In his Mann Ki Baat radio
address on Sunday, Modi went
a step further and shared
messages from Olympic med-
allist Neeraj Chopra, boxer
Nikhat Zareen and eminent
cardiac surgeon Dr Devi Shet-
ty on the issue. “Decide that
vou will use 10% less oil every
month. This will be an impor-
tant step towards reducing
obesity, " the PM said. Headded
that cases of obesity had dou-
bled in recent years, but what
was more worrying was that
the problem had increased
four-fold even among children.
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Shri Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Odisha -

1ravel Bazaar

Shri Mohan Charan Majhi
Chief Minister, Odisha

Inauguration of

In the August Presence of

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
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INDIA'S BEST KEPT SECRET.

Union Tourism Minister

Smt. Pravati Parida
Deputy Chief Minister, Odisha

24 February 2025 | Mayfair Convention, Bhubaneswar

Explore Business & Tourism Synergies

Discover opportunities, forge partnerships & experience
Odisha's rich heritage

Exhibition & B2B Meetings

25 - 27 February 2025
Swosti Premium,

Bhubaneswar Domestic & Foreign Tour Operators (DTOs & FTOs)

Odisha’s tourism industry showcasing unique offerings
Structured, pre-scheduled Business to Business interactions
Exclusive FAM Tours for Buyers

Cultural Showcase

Industry Partner

CRCRORORC

Entry by Invitation only

Department of Tourism, Government of Odisha
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TIMES Special | Gender e

Face it! Men’s makeup is a booming beauty business

Cosmetics firms launch targeted brands for men even as
influencers and makeup artists normalise beauty products

Shruti.Sonal@timesofindia.com

or the longest time, men wearing makeup

_.4 have been used as a comedic trope in In-

dian films. With plump red lips, unruly

wigs, and rosy cheeks, they either imper-

sonated women to fool cops in heist thrillers or

were made the butt of ‘gay’ jokes in scenes with

a roaring laugh track. Cut to 2025, however, and

the world of men's makeup is on our screens for
a different reason.

In an episode of popular startup pitching re-
ality show ‘Shark Tank India’, Ahmedabad’s
Rahul Shah stood in front of the judges, pitching
Yaan Man — India's first makeup brand exclu-
sivelv for men. Shah, who worked for five vears
as a cosmetic formulator in the US, returned to
India in 2018 to break taboos.

“In the US, I saw a lot of heterosexual men
from Asia and other parts of the world using
makeup to hide their dark circles, acne, and im-
prove their skincare. But in India, most brands
who even catered to men were only focusing on
beard and hair care,” Shah says.

The path was not that easy, though. When he
discussed his idea of selling concealers, foun-
dation, and tinted moisturisers for men suited
to Indian skin tones and weather conditions,
people around him, including his friends,
laughed. Most of them were reluctant to even
use a proper face wash or apply sunscreen, for-
get anything else, Despite the taboos, he knew

there was a growing market for it. After
all, traditional players like Lakme India
and MAC Cosmetics have introduced
products for men, while representation
has been growing — thanks to the
glassy skin of K-drama heartthrobs
and the videos of male beauty influenc-
ers like Ankush Bahuguna raking in
millions of views.

In fact, data by consumer research |
firm Mintel shows that one in every
five beauty and personal care products
launched in India since July 2022 was
targeted at men — the biggest share
for the category in the Asia-Pacific
markets. Though the Indian market is
smaller than that of China and Japan,
the report adds, it is growing at a
much faster rate, with the Indian male
grooming category valued at more

than Rs 10,000 crore. .

Social media has been the main "
catalyst for this shift, says Mum- =
bai-based makeup artist Karan
Chugh. “For the longest time, heter-

CHANGING HARRATWES Ankush Eahuguna pusts his makeup

osexual men associated taking care of and skincare routines online

their physical appearance to only go-
ing with the gym and oiling their beards. How-
ever, with access to trends from across the
world, they realise now that this need not be
the case.” In terms of products, concealers and
tinted lip balms have become quite popular in

the last year or two, he adds.

A number of brands Chugh works with are
also hiring male models for campaigns centred
around beauty. A recent social media campaign
he worked on for Nvkaa Cosmetics, for in-

stance, features 28-vear-old Hindi film
actor Gurfateh Singh Pirzada wearing
nothing but an apron (and makeup), Cen-
tred around Valentine's Day, Pirzada stars
as ‘Pookieman’, posing with a bunch of
gender-neutral lip products, with names
like Lip Glaze, Lip Cloud, and Butter
Bomb — quite a shift from the matte black

Initially, | faced a lot of
criticism. A number of
people asked me if | was
transgender and
used slurs. They
could not digest
what they were
seeing

— MOHAMMED MAAZ
KHAN, MALE GROOMING
CONTENT CREATOR

‘machoness’ that male grooming products
have traditionally relied on.

This shift is not just limited to the sets of
a reality show or the glittery world of Mum-
bai. Mohammed Maaz Khan, who hails from
Rampur village in Uttar Pradesh, says he was
more into fashion than all the other boys in his
college. During Covid, he started posting groom-
ing content online. A few of them went viral, and
he was even featured on Instagram’s official ac-

count. A chemical engmeermg oraduate, Khan
went on to pursue a course in u:rsnmmlngy How-
ever, the journey wasn’'t smooth as body butter,
“Initially, I faced a lot of criticism. A number of
people asked me if [ was transgender and used
slurs. Thev couldn’t digest what thev were see-
ing,” Khan says.

His attempt to normalise makeup led him to
start posting the beauty routines of Bollyvwood
and TV actors. “Many men admire actors and
aspire to look like them but aren’t aware of the
products they use to look that way,” Khan adds.
He soon began posting about the benefits of using
face serums, BB creams, CC creams and tinted
lip balms, along with advice for tackling dark
circles and wrinkles,

Soon, his inbox was flooded with requests
from curious men who wanted to know more.
Several grooms-to-be reached out too, to en-
quire about the right products to look good on
their wedding day. “A lot of them would never
have walked up to someone in real life and
asked these questions out of fear of being rid-
iculed. But messaging someone online helped
them overcome that,” points out Khan, who has
over 6 lakh followers on Instagram today.

Meanwhile, Yaan Man founder Shah says the
broader shift in Indian men's mentality will not
happen overnight, but the response from users
has been far better than expected. “A lot of men
are still hesitant to post public reviews or talk
about 1t. But they're buyving more and more
products,” he says. Now, he wants to double
down on them, with four more products already
in the pipeline scheduled to be launched later
this vear,
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Chennai kid fails to recite Hindi poem,
teacher suspended for hitting him

PreetikaP| tun

Chennai: A Hindi teacher at
a Chennai school has been
suspended on charges of hit-
ting a Class 3 student for fail-
ing to recite a pecem and
threatening to bar him from
entering the campus.

The management of Bha-
vans Rajaji  Vidyashram
School in Kilpauk said it
took action against the
teacher following a written
complaint from the parents.
CBSE, to which the school is
affiliated, maintains a “zero
tolerance™ policy towards
any form of violence by
teachers against students.

“The incident happened

DMH cadres defaced Hindi letterings on the name boards of two
railway stations in Tamil Nadu on Sunday amid NEP row

acoupleof daysback. He was
disturbed that day We re-
quested the school to take ac-
tion and we believe they
would act in favour of the
child,” the parent told TOL.

Principal PG Subramanian
did not respond to queries.
Director of  private
schools, M Palanisamy, said
he had vet to examine the
matter. “I will speak with

the school management
and release a report on Mon-
day,” he added.

CBSE’s guidelines empha-
sise that corporal puni-
shment is strictly prohibited,
and any physical, verbal, or
emotional abuse can lead to
disciplinary action, includ-
ing suspension or dismissal
of the teacher. Dharani Prab-
ha, member of Students-Par-
ents Welfare Association
said schools are required to
establish mechanisms for re-
porting and addressing such
incidents. “School manage-
ment committees have to
regularly review such con-
cerns and ensure child safe-
tv," Prabha said.

Minor runs over
woman in TN,
dad is arrested

Chennai: A 17-year-old boy at-
tempting to drive his father’s
minivan parked outside their
house in Kancheepuram ran
over a bd-year-old woman, Kill-
ing her on the spot on Sunday.

Pelice arrested the minor’s
father, Rasa, who prepares
snacks at home and delivers
them to shops in his minivan,
for allowing his son to drive
the vehicle. The van hit Saras-
wathi, who was drawing a ko-
lam in front of her house, then
collided with a pushcartanda
scooter before coming to a
stop, police said.

Neighbours rushed to res-
cue Saraswathi, who was
trapped underneath the vehi-
cle. They lifted the van off her,
but she had died by then. tww

Drones used in Manipur violence
procured from Del, Haryana: NIA

NgathingkhuiJagoi| Tnn

Imphal: NIA has identified
the suppliers of drones used
by tribal militants to drop 40
bombs on Koutruk and Ka-
dangband villages in Imphal
West district on Sept 1 last
yvear, Kkilling a 3l-year-old
woman and injuring her 6-
vear-old daughter
Khaigoulen Kipgen, alias
David, purchased the drones
and accessories from May-
ank Sharma of New Delhi’s
Ramesh Nagar and Vikram
Chaudhary from Haryana's
Eohtak, special public prose-
cutor told a special court.
Another individual, Lai-
kangbam Albert Singh (36),
also bought drones and bat-

teries from Sharma and
Chaudhary, This was the
firsttime in Manipur’s histo-
ry that bombs had been drop-
ped using drones.

Will find and seize illegal
weapons, says chief secy:
Manipur chief secretary
Prashant Kumar Singh on
Sunday said seven days are
sufficient if one decides to
surrender illegal weapons.
“It can be done in a day.
Once the governor’s ultima-
tum expires, we will find and
take it (weapons),” he said at
an event in Imphal East.
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla had on Feb 20 issued
an ultimatum to the people
of the state to surrender

illegally held weapons with-
in seven days.

At least 30 weapons loot-
ed from security forces were
turned 1n on Saturday
The looting of arms from
troops has been a persistent
issue in Manipur since the
outbreak of ethnic violence
on May 3, 2023. The chief sec-
retary said illegal weapons
in the hands of public or pri-
vate pose serious dangers,
and therefore, recovering
them promptly and peaceful-
ly is imperative.

Highlighting the priority
of restoring peace and nor-
malcey, Singh assured security
deployments on the state's
highways are being rein-
forced with additional forces.

S

Sir J. J. School of Art,

Architecture and Design, Mumbai

Women's annual income in the US is

growing at a faster rate than that of men.
This is due to women securing higher pay
hikes when changing jobs and is likely to
reduce the gender wage gap
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These women reinvented the

wheelchair

Dublin-based

Izzy Wheels is

a company that
makes wheelchair
covers that are
bright, poppy and
fun. Ailbhe Keane
was inspired to
start the company by her sister I1zzy, who is
paralysed from the waist down. They've since
teamed up with Disney and Hello Kitty for
special editions of their wheelchair covers

‘Kerala’s adult movie industry broke norms by highlighting female desire’

In ‘Rated A: Soft-Porn Cinema and Mediations of Desire in India’, Darshana Sreedhar Mini studies Kerala’s
once-bustling adult film industry. The assistant professor of film at the University of Wisconsin-Madison talks
to Ketaki Desai about the labour behind this mini-industry and starlets like Shakeela who powered it

B What inspired you to study the soft porn
boom of "90s and 2000s Kerala?

While doing my MPhil, I was trving
to understand how voung boys or
teens get to know about sex education.
After much coaxing, they said they
learnt about sexuality and intimacy
{(what a condom was, for instance)
through soft porn films. That made
me think about the genre, but there
wasn't much scholarship about it
then. Everyone told me these movies
were made in Kodambakkam, Chen-
nai. So, 1 went there, to the streets
everyone told me existed, but no one
was there. That's when I learnt about
Kodambakkam's fictitious, pseudo-
nym-driven production culture that
capitalised on the reserve pool of
mainstream cinema. They were tap-
ping into people waiting for a break
that never came. | started spending
time at film labs and, after five months
of waiting, I was finally introduced to
someone who worked in soft porn.

B What led to its swift rise and fall?

Soft porn became a
parallel industrv in
the 1990s and early
2000s primarily ow-
ing to the financial
crisis mainstream
cinema faced. Many
films made by
prominent direc-
tors, featuring
A-list actors, failed
miserably at the
box office. Exhibi-
tors and distribu-
tors were trying to
figure out what
would work, and the
quickly produced,
low-budget formula
of soft porn made it ,
viable. However, -
oversaturation led

to its decline — films with similar sto-
rvlines, the same cast and crew with
maybe 10 or 15 women who acted in all
these films. Shakeela, for instance, be-
gan to charge per day rather than per

film at one point.
She got Rs 1.5 lakh
a day, but what she
didn't know was
that one day’s foot-
age was being used
for multiple films.

B Shakeela became
synonymous with
the industry. How did
it impact her life?

Soft porn did be-
come equivalent to
Shakeela, but its
fallout was that
she never got to
play a real charac-
ter in Malayvalam
cinema. She tried
directing a film,
but everyone want-
ed to see her as the actress. Interest-
ingly, for someone seen as the fantasy
of heterosexual men, Shakeela was
closelv associated with the trans com-
munity and its causes. Now that she

is gearing up for politics, I'm curious
to know how she navigates the expec-
tation of respectability;

B How much control did starlets working
on these projects have?

They didn't have much control over
what ended up at the editing table, They

The men acting in soft

porn were embarrassed,
as their work was seen as
demasculinising

shared quasi-family relationships with
directors and technicians, so it wasn't
direct exploitation, Some told me it was
a way to get a foothold in the main-
stream industry and make connections
with directors. But once vou're a part
of soft porn, your chances in the main-
stream went down.

B Were women able to watch these films?

Most cinema halls [ went to in Kerala
weren't willing to have women in the
audience, unless they were sex workers.
But I spoke with many women who
watched these films on cable television
late at night. The female lead appeals to
people because she's sexually autono-
mous and doesn’t care about mid-
dle-class morality Funnily, the men who
acted in soft porn were more embar-
rassed to speak with me as their work
was seen as demasculinising. The strong
fernale lead was the fulerum of the nar-
rative. She needs to have sex, and some-
times there are references to it not being
fulfilling. The men take that personally;
feeling like they were just an extra in a
Shakeela film, rather than an actor:

M These films portrayed unexplored forms
of desire such as female orgasms and
masturbation. Was it deliberate?

Female sexual pleasure is a big no-no
in mainstream filmic depiction. Women
as agents of pleasure was something
impossible to imagine in dominant me-
dia. When I asked directors why they
wanted to show female pleasure, they
said they wanted to change the dynam-
ics, where instead of a hero dictating
things, it's a woman. The female lead
then stands in for the man and is al-
lowed those desires.
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Government of India

6 YEARS OF PRIME MINISTER KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI

Till now, farmers have received nearly

33.5 Lakh Crore Worth of Honorarium

One of the world's largest

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
schemes

Annual assistance

of #6000 to
farmers

More than 85% of
PM Kisan beneficiaries are
small and marginal farmers

And today, under the 19th instalilment of PM Kisan, an amount of

¥22 thousand crore to be directly transferred

to the accounts of more than 9.8 crore farmers of the country

At least one among 4
PM Kisan beneficiaries
IS a woman

(Deemed to be University under De-novo category)
Dr. D. N. Road Fort, Mumbai- 400 001

APPLICATION FOR THE POST OF VICE-CHANCELLOR

Advt. No.: SJJSAADVCI2025/1
SEARCH-CUM-SELECTION COMMITTEE INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE
POST OF VICE-CHANCELLOR

SirJ.J. School of Art, Architecture and Design { Deemed to be University under de-novo category ) was
formed in 2023 and is governed by the University Grants Commission (UGC). It is a multidisciplinary
University integrating Art, Architecture and Design, and carries forward the glorious legacy of the Sir
J.J. School of Art, Sir J.J, College of Architecture and Sir J.J. Institute of Applied Art. The school was
established in 1657 with a generous donation from Sir Jamshedji Jejeebhoy, noted philanthropist and
city-father. Over a century and a half, the various schools on the South Mumbai campus have produced
several international and national practitioners of art, architecture and design. Now, as an integrated
(de novo} University, this education legacy continues, offering unique and emerging areas of
knowledge in art, architecture and design not offered by conventional institutions to the next generation
of creafive professionals.

Applications/Nominations are invited from eminent academicians who fulfil the gualifications and
experience prescribed for the post of Vice-Chancellor as per U.G.C. (Minimum Qualifications for
Appointment of Teachers and other Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and other Measures
for the Maintenance of Standards in Higher Education) Regulation, 2018.

Candidates who fulfill the prescribed qualification and expenence and are willing to take on this
prestigious and challenging assignment may apply in the prescribed format in hard (4 copies) by
posticouner in an envelope superscribed with "Application for the post of Vice-Chancellor, Sir J. J.
school of Art, Architeclure and Design as well as solt copy with all necessary enclosures, attachments,
credentials and testimonials to the Nodal Officer at the following address so as fo reach on or before
Tuesday. the 25th March, 2025 upto 5.00 p.m.

Name and address ; Pnn. Ajay Bhamare of Nodal Officer Pro Vice-Chancellor University of Mumbai
Fort, Mumbai —400 032 Contact : +91-98335 52608 Email : pvc@fort. mu.ac.in

The detailed advertisement, essential qualifications and expenence, format of application and other
requisite documents are availabie on the website www.sirjjschool-aad.in Applications received after
due date shall not be considered.

Date: 24th Feb. 2025
DGIPR/2024-2025/6626

Search-cum-Selection Committee
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PM Modi stands with Farmers from Seeds to Market linkages

Over the past 10 years, ¥20 lakh crore+
spent on procuring wheat, rice, cotton,
pulses and oilseeds at MSP

From 2016 to 2023, farmers received
31.27 lakh crore under the Crop
Insurance Scheme

Number of high-vyielding
seed varieties
increased from 1390 to 2900

» Farmers received timely and
affordable fertilizers with a
subsidy of ¥12 lakh crore

Around 25 crore Soil Health Cards
have been generated across
the country

Under the Traditional Agricultural
Development Scheme, organic and
natural farming covered 15 lakh hectares,

benefitting 25 lakh+ farmers

India ranks first in global
milk production, contributing nearly
25% of the global output

100 crore+ vaccinations administered
against Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD)
ensuring livestock safety

» Record increase in Agriculture budget-
from ¥22 thousand crore in 2014 to nearly
five times, reaching ¥1.27 lakh crore this year

1400+ agricultural markets connected

to the e-NAM platform, facilitating

¥4 lakh crore+ worth of transactions

Under Per Drop More Crop,
micro-irrigation coverage expanded from
42 lakh hectares to 100 lakh hectares

2.25 lakh Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Samriddhi Kendras (PMKSK) established
to promote modern farming

uncertne KISQAN SamMman Ceremony

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to

Transfer the 19th installment

of PM Kisan

Additionally, doubling of Warisaliganj - Nawada - Tilaiya (36.45 km) rail section at a cost of more than

Dedicate 10,000
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs)

to the Nation

Inaugurate Center of Excellence
for indigenous breeds in Motihari

and Milk Product Plant in Barauni

¥570 crore and dedication of Ismailpur - Rafiganj Road Over Bridge to the nation
Date - 24 February 2025 | Time -12 Noon | Venue - Bhagalpur, Bihar

Live telecast of the programme on DD News and DD Kisan

CBC 0102/13/0013/2425
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SHE WAS YOUNG, HEALTHY, AND FULL OF
LIFE — SO WHY DID HER HEART STOP?

A 23-year-old woman recently collapsed mid-dance at a wedding in Madhya Pradesh, dying of sudden cardiac arrest. With no prior health issues,
her death echoes rising cases of unexplained heart failures in young adults, sparking urgent calls for cardiac screening and awareness

Lata Mishra &
Karishma Kotwal | TNN

viral video from a sangeet
Aj:crcmun}' in Vidisha, a town

in Madhya Pradesh known
for its historical significance, has left
viewers in disbelief. In the clip,
23-vear-old Parinita Jain, full of life
and energy, takes the stage, dancing
to the popular Bollyvwood song *Sha-
rara Sharara’. Just 30 seconds into
her performance, the MBA graduate
from Indore suddenly stumbles for-
ward slightly, and then collapses
onto the floor. Initially, guests at her
cousin's wedding thought she had
merely lost her balanece or fainted
due to exhaustion or dehydration.
However, as she lay motionless,
panic ensued.

Family members are seen rush-
ing to her side, shaking her in an
attempt to revive her, while others
call out for help. Despite frantic ef-
forts, she remained unresponsive.
She was immediately transported
to a nearby hospital, where doctors
declared that she had suffered a fa-
tal heart attack.

Medical professionals at the
hospital confirmed that Parinita
was unresponsive upon arrival,
showing no pulse or signs of
breathing. Despite immediate and
extensive resuscitation attempts,
including advanced cardiac life
support (ACLS), she could not be
revived. An electrocardiogram
(ECG) revealed no detectable elec-
irical activity in her heart, con-
firming that she had succumbed to
sudden cardiac arrest.

Parinita’s death is especially
unsettling because it seemingly oc-
curred without warning. A week
before the incident, she had report-
edly visited a doctor for hair loss
and undergone routine blood tests.
Her results were completely nor-
mal. Her family is now grappling
with unbearable grief, made worse
by the eerie parallel to a tragedy
they endured in 2009 — her twin
brother, when he was just 7, also
suffered a sudden cardiac arrest
while riding his bicycle. His death
had remained a mystery, with no
prior symptoms or indications of
an underlying health condition.
Now, more than a decade later, the
family finds itself facing the same
devastating loss.

Given their tragic history, experts
suggest that the family could have
undergone genetic screening or car-
diac evaluations to check for heredi-
tary conditions that might predis
pose them to sudden cardiac events.
While such tests are not always rou-
tine, they can sometimes provide
early warnings in cases like these.

Her father Surendra Jain,
struggling to process what has
happened, spoke to media per-
sons about his daughter’s vibrant
spirit. “She was full of life...” he
said. More surprisingly, Parinita
was highly health-conscious — she
practised voga regularly, followed a
disciplined fitness routine, and was
careful about her diet and overall
well-being. There had also been no
signs of any health issues, which

TRAGIC MOMENT: Just 30 seconds into her performance at a sangeet ceremony in Vidisha, MBA graduate Parinita Jain stumbled forward slightly before collapsing on the floor, suffering a fatal cardiac arrest

has made her sudden death all the
more shocking.

Parinita's case 1s a stark re-
minder of a growing but poorly
understood phenomenon: sudden
cardiac arrest (SCA) in young,
otherwise healthy individuals. Ex-
perts believe that such cases are of-
ten triggered by undiagnosed heart
conditions that remain silent until
a crisis moment.

Unlike traditional heart attacks
that are caused by blocked arteries,
sudden cardiac arrest is an electri-
cal malfunction of the heart that
causes it to stop beating within mo-
ments. There is usually no warning.

No danger signs

Dr Pravin Kahale, consultant
cardiologist at Kokilaben Dhirub-
hai Ambani Hospital, Mumbai,
explains that SCA in young adults
can be linked to structural heart
diseases, electrical disorders, and
vascular anomalies. Hypertrophic
cardiomvopathy (HCM), one of the
most common inherited heart con-
ditions, causes the heart muscle to
thicken, making it difficult to pump
blood efficiently. Another possible
culprit is Long QT syndrome, an
electrical disorder that disrupts the
heart's normal rhythm, increasing
the risk of sudden arrhythmias
and cardiac arrest.

“Such conditions often go unno-
ticed because they may not present
any symptoms until a fatal event
occurs,” says Dr Kahale, “Genetic
factors can play a role, and indi-
viduals with a family history of
unexplained sudden deaths should
undergo cardiac screening.”

Parinita's case raises concerns
about whether intense physical
exertion, such as dancing, can trig-
ger a cardiac episode in those with
underlying conditions. Dr Praveen
Kulkarni, senior consultant cardiol-
ogist at Gleneagles Hospital, Mum-
bai, believes it is entirely possible.
“Unexpected physical exertion can
trigger latent heart conditions in
individuals who are otherwise un-
diagnosed. The heart races with
exercise and demands more oxXygen.
If there is an undetected issue, this
can lead to fatal arrhythmias or car-
diac arrest,” he explains.

What makes Parinita’s case
stand out from regular heart inci-
dents 1s the absence of common
risk factors. Unlike cases where

heart attacks are linked to high
cholesterol, obesity, or lifestyle
choices, Parinita showed no warn-
ing signs. Unlike older patients,
where plaque buildup in arteries
is often a leading cause, her case
suggests a possible underlying con-
cenital condition.

Her death is in some way simi-
lar to that of Arjun Deshmukh, a
M-vear-old state-level badminton
plaver who collapsed mid-match
during last vear’s Maharash-
tra state championship at Shiv
Chhatrapati Sports Complex, Pune.
Competing in the quarterfinals,
Arjun had just finished a gruelling
rally when he suddenly stumbled
and fell. Initially, spectators and of-
ficials assumed he had simply lost
his balance due to exhaustion. But
within moments, it became clear
something was terribly wrong — he
was motionless and unresponsive,

Coaches and medical staff
rushed in, performing CPR (car-
diopulmonary resuscitation), but
despite their efforts, Arjun was
declared dead on arrival at Sassoon
General Hospital, Pune, His sudden
passing sent shockwaves through
the sports community,

An autopsy and genetic testing
later revealed he had arrhythmo-
genic right ventricular dvsplasia
(ARVD) — a rare, inherited heart
disorder that silently replaces nor-
mal heart tissue with fibrofatty de-
posits, disrupting electrical signals
and triggering fatal arrhythmias
during intense phvsical exertion.
ARVD often remains undiagnosed
until sudden cardiac arrest occurs,
making it one of the leading causes
of athlete deaths.

Devastated by the loss, Arjun’s
family underwent genetic screen-
ing, which revealed that his young-
er sibling also carried the ARVD
mutation.

The tragedy reignited calls for
mandatory pre-competition ECG
screenings in Indian sports, par-
ticularly for young athletes in high-
intensity disciplines. In contrast to
countries like Italy, where routine
cardiac testing has significantly
reduced sudden athlete deaths, In-
dia still lacks standardised heart
screenings for state and national-
level players.

What can one do?
Parinita’s death underscores

COMMON CAUSES OF SUDDEN CARDIAC EVENTS

Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy
| A genetic disorder where the
heart muscle thickens, making
it harder for the heart to pump
blood efficiently.

Dilated cardiomyopathy | The left
ventricle enlarges and weakens,
reducing the heart's ability to
circulate blood effectively.

Arrhythmogenic right ventricular

dysplasia | Fatty or fibrous
tissue replaces heart muscle,
disrupting electrical signals
and increasing the risk of fatal
arrhythmias.

' Long QT syndrome | A disorder

~ that affects the heart's electrical

- activity, making it more prone
- to dangerous arrhythmias and
. sudden cardiac arrest.

| Brugada syndrome | A genetic
- condition affecting sodium
. channels, leading to abnormal

- heart rhythms and a heightened

risk of sudden cardiac death.
. Congenital coronary anomalies

| Structural abnormalities in the

. coronary arteries can restrict
- blood supply, especially during
. intense physical exertion.

OTHER

CONTRIBUTING RECOMMENDED CARDIAC
FACTORS SCREENING TESTS FOR
Myocarditis ATHLETES

Inflammation of

the heart muscle,
often caused by viral
infections.
Electrolyte
imbalances
Irregular levels
of key minerals
(such as potassium
and magnesium)
can disrupt heart
function.

Substance abuse
Stimulants, energy
drinks, or drugs can
trigger arrhythmias
and increase the risk
of cardiac events.

Electrocardiogram (ECG) | A
baseline test that detects electrical
abnormalities and irregular heart
rhythms.

Echocardiography (Echo) | Ultrasound
imaging of the heart to assess structural
abnormalities and overall function.

Stress/treadmill test | Evaluates how
the heart responds to physical exertion,
identifying hidden cardiac issues.

Genetic testing | Recommended if there
is a family history of sudden cardiac
death or inherited heart conditions.

Holter monitoring | A 24-hour ECG that
continuously records heart activity to
detect intermittent arrhythmias.

the importance of early detection
and awareness of hidden heart
conditions. Experts strongly rec-
ommend regular heart screenings
for voung adults, especially those
with a family history of heart dis-
ease, The American Heart Asso-
ciation has introduced a 14-element
checklist to screen for cardiac risk,
assessing factors such as family
history, exertional chest pain, and
unexplained fainting. If symptoms
or risk factors are identified, addi-
tional tests such as ECG, echocar-
diograms, and genetic testing may
be necessary,

In cases like Parinita’s, where
cardiac arrest happens suddenly,
CPR can be a lifesaving interven-
tion. Dr Mehta stresses the impor-
tance of immediate bystander CPR,
which can significantly increase
survival chances, “CPR keeps oxy-
cenated blood flowing to the brain
and other vital organs, delaying tis-
sue death. Without CPR, brain dam-
age 15 likely within five minutes,
and death becomes almost certain
after eight minutes,” he warns.

Here are the immediate steps

bystanders should take if
someone collapses suddenly

» Determine unresponsiveness:
Shake the person and loudly ask,
“Are you okay?”
> Call emergency services.
» Check for breathing: Turn the
person’s body face up and look to
determine whether breathing has
stopped or is not normal.
» [If the person isn't breathing,
push hard and fast on the centre of
the person’s chest, about 100 to 120
pushes a minute. If you have been
trained in CPR, check the person’s
airway and deliver rescue breaths
after every 30 compressions. If
vou haven’t been trained, continue
chest compressions.
» [Use an automated external defi-
brillator (AED) if one is available.
AFDs come with voice instructions.
Parinita Jain's tragic and un-
timely death leaves many questions
unanswered, but it highlights the
pressing need for greater aware-
ness, proactive cardiac health
screenings, and rapid emergency
response training. Could her life
have been saved with earlier detec-
tion of an underlving condition?
It’s a question that lingers.

With repeated USAID funding claims, eahsustor’

not ‘broken
seat’, behind

Trump keeps India political pot boiling

b Continued fromP1

onald Trump also
[) criticised USAID for
giving $29 million to
Bangladesh. “$29 million
goes to strengthen the politi-
cal landseape and help them
out so that they can
vote for a radical left
communist in Bangla-
desh,” he said, with-
outnaming anyone.
Trump has repeat-
edly claimed that
USAIDunder the previous ad-
ministration led by Joe Biden
allocated $21 million in fund-
ing to India for “voter turn-
out”, sparking a row in the
country over the assistance.
External affairs minister
S Jaishankar on Saturdav
said the information put out

by the Trump administra-
tion people is “concerning”
and that govt is looking into
it. During an interaction at
an event in New Delhi,
he also said USAID was al-
lowed in India “in good faith,
to do good faith activities”,
and suggestions are
being made out of
America that “there
are activities which
arein bad faith”.

“8o0, it surely war-
rants a look. And, if
there is something to it, 1
think the country should
know who are the people in-
volved in the bad faith activ-
ities,” the minister said.

Congress on Saturday
urged PM Modi to “talk tohis
friend” and strongly refute
the allegation.

On Thursday, at a Repub-
lican Governors Association
meeting, Donald Trump
claimed that the $21 million
funding to India for “voter
turnout” was a “kickback”
scheme, as he continued to
attack the previous Biden
administration.

Trump had raised simi-
lar concerns on Thursday
and Wednesday, davs after
his Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE) led
by Elon Musk claimed that
USAID contributed $21 mil-
lion to Election Commission
to boost voter turnout in In-
dia as he listed items on
which the “US taxpaver dol-
lars were going to be spent”,

On Feb 16, DOGE also
noted that all the items had
been cancelled.

BJP peddling ‘fake news’ from America,
indulging in ‘anti-national work’: Cong

Times News NETwonk

New Delhi: Stating that
claims about USAID funds to
India have proved to be false,

cases in America.

Congress spokesman
Jairam Ramesh called
“BJP a procession of liars
and illiterates”, as he reiter-

Congress on Sunday [&
accused BJP of indulg-
ing in “anti-national
work” by spreading
“fake news from Amer-
ica™. It said while BJP
is actively involved in
using fake news to defame
Congressand the opposition,
it is silent on insults being
heaped upon India by US
president Donald Trump
and Elon Musk to secure par-
don for Adani, who i1s facing

ated what has become
public — that 521 mil-
lion that Trump and
Musk claimed were for
voter turnout for In-
dia, were actually for
Bangladesh. He said
Musk made a false claim and
Trump was confused be-
tween Dhaka and Delhi but
BJP spread the lie further,
which was seized upon by
“BJP’'s bootlickers™,

“Now, BJP should answer

this: Why did BJP spread fake
news about India’s democra-
cy? Why did BJP do anti-na-
tional activity by spreading
fake news from America? Is
BJP’s accusation against In-
dia’s opposition party using
fake news from America not
treason?" he asked.

Ramesh said PM Naren-
dra Modi and external af-
fairs minister S Jaishankar
must answer why are they si-
lent to repeated insults
heaped upon India by Trump
and Musk. “Is the country's
self-respect being compro-
mised to beg for mercy for
Adani?” he asked.

FinMin: India

was working

on 7 projects
with USAID

New Delhi: India was imple-
menting seven projects worth
$750 million in partnership
with the US Agency for Inter-
national Development
(USAID), which has been at
the centre of controversy
since US President Donald
Trump alleged funding for
elections in the country.

The money — $97 million
(around Rs 825 crore) in 2023-
24 — was used for seven pro-
jects covering agriculture,
forest and climate adaptation,
water and sanitation, renew-
able energy, health and disas-
ter management, the finance
ministry said in its annual re-
portfor the lastfinancial vear.

In its previous report also
the ministry had listed the
same set of projects but did
not mention the extent of
funding for 2022-23. In fact the
projects have remained un-
changed for the last few years,
with around 570 million each
provided for FY22 and FY21,
the annual reports said.

Thefinance ministry said
the US has been providing bi-
lateral development assist-
ance since 1951 and it is large-
ly thorough USAID. Over the
last 73 years, USAID has pro-
vided economic assistance
of $17 billion for 555 projects
spread over multiple sectors,
the ministry said.,

Shivraj row?

New Delhi: Union agricul-
ture minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan’s seat on the Air In-
dia airbus that flew him Bho-
pal-Delhi Saturday was not
“broken”. That, sources say, is
the new light seat increasing-
ly chosen by airlines to keep
aircraft weight low and help
gave fuel burn with the lean
cushion taking
all the passenger
weight, giving
the effect of be-

" e ing sunken.
“The seat was
o | recliningand not

broken. It has been checked by
engineers. But the lean cush-
ioning often gives a sunken
feel, especially during turbu-
lence when flyvers may feel the
seat is moving,” said sources.

A senior DGCA official
salid on Sunday evening Air
India was vet to submit its re-
port on the Union minister’'s
experience, The former MP
CM wrote on X Saturday: “I
had booked aticketon Al436.1
was allotted seat number 8C. 1
went and sat on the seat, the
seat was broken and sunken
in. Sitting was uncomfort-
able.... Not just one, there are
more such seats....”

He added: "After charging
passengers full amount, seat-
ing them on a bad and uncom-
fortable seat is unethical. Is
this not cheating the passen-
gers? Will Air India manage-
ment take steps so that in the
future no passenger faces such
discomfort, or will it keep tak-
ing advantage of passengers’
urgency toreach their destina-
tion?” Air India has apol-
ogised to Chouhan,

Tinmes News NETWORK

Assam Rifles
seizes 622kg
of explosives in
Aizawl, 3 held

Aizawl: Assam Rifles arrested
three people and seized a large
quantity of explosives from
their vehicle in Aizawl on Fri-
day; reports HC Vanlalruata.

They intercepted a vehicle
and a thorough search led to
the recovery of 4,980 sticks of
emulsion explosives, weigh-
ing622kg. Amongthe arrested
were two Women,

The destination of explo-
sives is not yet known, though
the possible involvement of a
Bangladesh insurgent group

The destination of
explosives is not yet
known, though

the possible
involvement of

a Bangladesh
insurgent group has
not been ruled out

hasnot been ruled out.

Earlier, on Feb 2, police ar-
rested three smugglers and
seized two AK-47 assault rifles,
five US-made M4 carbines, 20
magazines, 504 rounds of
7.62mm ammunition, 4,675
rounds of 5.56mm ammuni-
tion and Rs 49,550 in cash, 1D
cards, SIM cards, ATM cards,
and five mobile phones in
south Mizoram's Lunglei.

A source sald that the
weapons were intended for
Bangladesh-based Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Samhati
Samiti, a breakaway faction
of Bangladesh insurgent
group ‘Shanti Bahini’.

AICC to discuss
fight against
¢ - I ]
BJP ‘anti-people
policies in Apr
New Delhi: Congress will
hold its All India Congress
Committee (AICC) session in
Ahmedabadon AprilGand9to
deliberate on the challenges
posed by the governing BJP's
“anti-people™ policies and its
“relentless attacks™ on the
Constitution as well as for
charting the party's future
courseof action.

AICC general secretary KC
Venugopal said an extended
Congress Working Committee
meeting will be held on the first
day, followed by the AICC dele-
gates’ meeting on the second.
The session will be chaired by
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge and attended by Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, CMs,
AICC office-bearers and AICC
delegates, he said.

“The upcoming session
will serve not only as a plat-
form for crucial deliberations
but also as a reaffirmation of
Congress’s collective resolve
to address the concerns of
common people and present a

strong alternative vision for
the nation,” he said. tnn

~ Deported by US to Panama,

12 illegal migrants reach India

New Delhi/Amritsar: A
batch of 12 illegal Indian im-
migrants deported from the
UStoPanamaarrived Sunday
in Delhi via Istanbul on a
Turkish Airlines flight, mak-
ing them the first group to be
sent back without restraints
since three American mili-
tary aircraft brought 332 de-
portees to Amritsar within a
fortnight this month.

The 12 deportees are said
to be among 50 undocument-
ed Indian nationals who re-
portedly arrived in Panama
recently. Panama has been
assisting the US in its depor-
tation efforts.

According to local media
reports, the UN-affiliated In-
ternational Organisation
for Migration helped pur-
chase plane tickets for peo-
ple of various nationalities
whose citizenship was con-
firmed, 17 of them Indians.
More deportees from the
group are expected next
week once MEA wverifies
theirnationality.

Deportation from Pana-
ma is being carried out un-
der the Regional Assisted
Voluntary Return Pro-
gramme, an IOM protection
and support response to fa-
cilitate the dignified, safe,
regular and orderly return,
as well as voluntary and
based on an informed deci-
sion, of migrants to their
countries of origin.

Four men from Punjab in
the latest batch took a con-
necting IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Amritsar

Alrport authorities in
the city were informed in ad-

s

. S

lllegal Indian immigrants were shackled and handcuffed when they
were earlier deported from the US in three American military aircraft.
The batch of 12 who arrived in Delhi via Istanbul on a Turkish Airlines
flight on Sunday were the first group to be sent back sans restraints

vance about the arrival of
Patiala resident Jatinder
Singh, Maninder Dutt of Ja-
landhar, and Jugraj Singh
and Harpreet Singh from
Gurdaspur, but it wasn't im-
mediately clear whether
they came unescorted all the
way from Panama.

Official sources said af-
ter the mandatory debrief-
ing that Jatinder, 34, paid a
travel agent from Patiala
Rs 52 lakh to help him enter
the US through a route criss-
crossing Guyana, Brazil, Bo-
livia, Peru, Colombia, Pana-
ma, Costa Rica, Honduras,
Guatemala, and Mexico.

Maninder, 21, put his faith
and Rs 42 lakh in the hands of
a Delhi-based illegal immi-
gration agent, who then sent
him on a perilous journey
through Spain, Salvador,
Guatemala, and Mexico. Ju-
graj and Harpreet, both 30,
paid Rs 38 lakh each to an
agent from Batala and reac-
hed the US via Nicaragua.

Punjab NRIminister Kul-

deep Singh Dhaliwal said the
state govt had registered
casesagainstlatravel agents
based on complaints from
nativesof thestate who were
deported from the US this
month. Of these, three
agents have been arrested,
while police have been raid-
ing offices and homes in
search of the absconding12.

sources said the depor-
tees who arrived on Sunday
told authorities they intended
to file cases against the travel
agents who duped them only
if there was a chance of get-
ting their money back.

The first US military
flight that arrived on Feb 5
brought 104 deportees, with
both men and women hand-
cuffed and their feet shack-
led, The second flight, carry-
ing 119 deportees, arrived on
Feb 15. The third flight, with
112 deportees, landed on Feb
16, this time with only the
men in shackles.

(With inputs from
Yudhvir Rana in Amritsar)
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As the number of devotees visiting
Mahakumbh 2025 reaches 62 crore, the

rising appeal of this grand congregation has
also had a significant impact on the cities of
Kashi and Ayodhya. The mega congregation in
Prayagraj has resulted in a surge at the Kashi

Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi, with more than

2 crore devotees thronging the revered shrine
since the beginning of Mahakumbh 2025.
Likewise, over 69 lakh people have booked
homestays in Ayodhya through Divya Ayodhya
app. Visitors and pilgrims who are coming to
take a holy dip at the Sangam in Prayagraj are
also paying homage to their favourite deities in
Ayodhya and Kashi
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“Blessed to be at Mahakumbh in Prayagraj. Like crores
who have taken part in it, | am also filled with a spirit of
devotion. May Maa Ganga bless all with peace, wisdom,
good health and harmony.”

NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

AN EIGHT-DAYS MAHAKUMBH OF
SPORTS — KHEL MAHAKUMBH

The Khel Mahakumbh, organised * N Biren Singh,
as part of the grand Prayagraj former CM, Manipur

Maha Kumbh, proved to be an * Anurag Thakur, Union sports
excellent platform for promoting minister

India’s indigenous sports and

nurturing young talent. The * Yogeshwar Dutt, wrestler
event saw participation from = Dipa Karmakar,

over 800 young athletes and Khel Ratna awardee

renowned sports personalities. AL« peepa Malik, Padma Shri
the conclusion of the Khel Maha Paralympian

Kumbh, a resolution was passed ;
to work towards including India’s ~ © Vishweshwar Nandi, coach

indigenous sports in the 2036 = Sangram Singh, wrestler
Ulympics. * Mary Kom, world champion
Several eminent figures boxer

supported discussions on = Narendra Yadav, mountaineer

taking India’s traditional sports  « Mayank Srivastava, sports
to the international level, administrator (DDG, Sports
including: Authority of India)

‘ZERO DISCHARGE’ INITIATIVE:
A GLOBAL SANITATION BENCHMARK

A remarkable highlight of this year's Mahakumbh is the unparalleled
wastewater management system and zero discharge policy, ensuring
that no polluted water enters the river. These efforts have surpassed
even global benchmarks, presenting a unique and inspiring mode! for
large-scale events worldwide,

» Local administration has successfully managed wastewater
from over 1.5 lakh toilets daily, ensuring zero discharge into
the river

®* (R code-based monitoring system ensures real-time
maintenance, while jet spray cleaning technology and
eco-friendly chemical solutions help maintain hygiene and
odour-free sanitation facilities

* A robust waste management system, processing 650 metric
tonnes (MT) of waste every day at the Baswar plant

* 94 suction machines have been installed for liquid
waste management

® For efficient garbage collection, 120 hopper tipper trucks and
40 compactors have been deployed

SIGHTS ON 4 WORLD RECORDS
The first record targets 15,000 workers conducting a
simultaneous cleaning campaign across 10 km of the
Ganga and Yamuna riverbanks, alongside 300 workers
partinipaﬁnq in river cleaning

i B

The third record attempts to showcase 1,000
e-rickshaws operating simultaneously on Triveni
Marg within the Mela grounds, promoting the Green
Mahakumbh initiative

PICS: DIPR, GOVT. OF UTTAR PRADESH

ANANDIBEN PATEL,
governor, Uttar Pradesh,
took a holy dip at Sangam
and described the occasion
as special. The governor
said that taking a dip at the
Mahakumbh was a divine
and unforgettable moment,
Commending the CM Yogi
Adityanath-led government
and local administration, the
governor highlighted that Prayagraj is the spiritual centre of
the entire nation and the world. She praised the authorities
for ensuring a well-organised and seamless pilgrimage
experience. She also appreciated the disciplined way pilgrims
took their holy baths at various ghats and moved towards
their destinations.

PAWAN KALYAN, deputy
CM, Andhra Pradesh,
visited the Mahakumbh
along with his wife, Anna
Lezhneva, and his eldest
son, Akira Nandan. Pawan
Kalyan said that we may
be different in terms

of language or culture,

but our religion is one,
“We are Sanatanis, and
Mahakumbh is the biggest moment for every Sanatani.”
Kalyan also praised the arrangements made by the Yogi-led
state govt in Maha Kumbh. He further said, “Taking a dip at
the ongoing Mahakumbh was my biggest wish for the last
many decades, which has been fulfilled.”

SUNIL GROVER, actor and
comedian, offered prayers at
Mahakumbh. In a social media post,
he shared a video of himself taking
a dip in the river. He captioned

the post, “Divine to be here at the
Mahakumbh 2025. Feeling blessed
to take a much-awaited dip. So
many Sadhu, Sant, Rishi, Muni,
Mahatma have been coming here for thousands of years in
the same water. | feel full, complete. Gratitude to each and
every one who helped me to reach here. Jai ho!”

Bollywood actor, RAJKUMMAR
RAOQ, and his partner Patralekhaa
attended the Mahakumbh together.
They took a dip at the Sangam
alongside yogini Ira Trivedi and
Bhagawati Saraswati. In a joint
post, they shared glimpses of their
experience.
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MILIND SOMAN, model and actor, =~ =
and his wife Ankita Konwar also
visited Mahakumbh and took

a holy dip at Sangam. Posting

on her social media account,

the |atter said, “| have never
experienced anything like this
ever before! The intensity of the
crowd and the faith | observed in
each one of them, will forever be
a part of my existence, Blessed to
have been a part of this once in a
lifetime event,

VIJAY DEVERAKONDA,
actor and producer, was
seen taking a dip at the
Sangam at Mahakumbh. He
was joined by his mother
Deverakonda Madhavi.

RUPALI GANGULY, Indian
television actress, shared her
spiritual experience of visiting
Mahakumbh on social media,
expressing gratitude and sharing
candid moments. She visited the
Mahakumbh with her husband,
Ashwin Verma, and their son,
Rudransh. The family took a holy
dip at the Sangam, embracing the spiritual essence of the
event. Taking to social media, she stated, "Blessed to have
experienced this with the family. The faith, the people, the
dharm, the power, the all-encompassing and overwhelming
divinity—Har Har Gange, Har Har Mahadev.”

“Mahakumbh is
not just a religious
event but a festival
that conveys the
message of unity.”

YOGI ADITYANATH,
Chief Minister
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“There is ‘Amrityoga’

in this Kumbh. | have
personally experienced
the immortality and
spintual power that is
contained in the water of
the Sangam. This time,
Mahakumbh is unique
in every respect. | have
been coming to Kumbh
since 1977, but | have never experienced a more beautiful
and divine Kumbh than this. This event is truly a wonderful
confluence of grandeur, devotion and Indian culture.”

JAGAD GURU RAMABHADRACHARYA,
Tulsi Peethadhishwar

------------------------------------------------------------------

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR,
spiritual saint, praised
and congratulated

CM Yogi Adityanath

for the seamless
arrangements at the
ongoing Mahakumbh
2025. He commended
both the Central and

the Uttar Pradesh
government for their
efforts in ensuring a smooth experience for the millions of
devotees participating in the religious event. He said, “All
the arrangements have been made so smoothly by the
Central government and the Uttar Pradesh administration.
Lakhs of devotees are following their devotion, and
performing their worship here.”
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“Chief minister Yogi Adityanath
left no stone unturned in
making the Mahakumbh grand
and divine. He has worked
with all his heart and soul. He
is the first chief minister to
visit Prayagraj the most during
the Mahakumbh. He gave
instructions to improve every
arrangement ”

JAGADGURU SWAMI
ADHOKSHAJANAND DEVATIRTHA

SUNIL GAVASKAR, former
Indian cricketer and former
captain of the Indian cricket
team, visited Mahakumbh and
took a dip at the holy Sangam.
He shared the moment with
his fans by taking to his

social media account and
posted photograh of his visit.
Expressing his delight after performing the required rituals
during the snan, he posted on his social media account,
“Feeling blessed after visiting the Mahakumbh.”
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%« More than 50 lakh devotees from

Nepal have taken a dip in Sangam

Mahakumbh in Pr

* The average number of devotees
bathing daily at Sangam is more
than 1.19 crore, excluding the 6
shahi snan dates

PLEDGE FOR A NOBLE
CAUSE: NETRA KUMBH
@MAHAKUMBH 2025

For the first time in Mahakumbh, devotees
are voluntarily taking a pledge to donate
their eyes. About 22 people, including eye
patients and other devotees participating
in the Netra Kumbh at Sector 6 Bajrang
Chauraha of Maha Kumbh, are filling the
pledge form for eye donation every day. At
the Netra Kumbh, that started in January
2025, 5,670 people have pledged to
donate their eyes so far.

* More than one lakh five thousand
people have been examined for their
eyes. 7,926 people have been advised
to undergo cataract surgery

« 68,460 people have been given free
cataract surgeries

* Among those who have filled the
pledge form for eye donation in
Netra Kumbh so far, the youngest is a
12-year-old student and the oldest is
a 78-year-old man

PRAYAGRAJ AIRPORT
CLIMBS TO INDIA’S TOP
20 @MAHAKUMBH 2025

In just 35 days, alongside
40 routine flights, more than
700 chartered flights landed
in the region

Prayagraj airport has experienced
unprecedented growth during the
Mahakumbh, handling daily traffic
volumes that previously equalled a full
month’s worth. Flight frequencies have
more than quadrupled, with traffic also
surging in nearby cities like Varanasi and
Ayodhya.Thanks to an expanded terminal
and apron area, operations have extended
into the night, allowing for a significant
increase in flight departures.

In fact, flight frequencies have more than
quadrupled compared to pre-Mahakumbh
times. According to exclusive data from
aviation analytics firm Cirium, Prayagraj
airport can handle over 42 departures on
some days, which is an astounding four-
fold increase over previous figures.

* (On February 2, a total of 9516
passengers travelled to Prayagraj
airport. In this, 4945 passengers
arrived by various flights, while
4571 passengers departed from the
airport. A total of 31 planes landed,
while 31 planes flew to other cities

® (On February 1, 10599 passengers
travelled by air at the former
Prayagraj Airport. During this period,
64 scheduled flights operated. Apart
from this, 23 non-scheduled flights
operated

® This figure is the highest so far at
Prayagraj Airport

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE



KATE HUDSON REGRETS TURNING DOWN ‘DEVIL WEARS PRADA

TIMES GLOBAL

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW

LEAD ROLE: ‘IT WAS A BAD CALL. SHOULD'VE MADE IT HAPPEN'

Opposes US Demand For $500bn Fund
In Minerals Deal To Repay War Aid

Kyiv: Ukraine President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said Sunday
that he was willing to step do-
wn if it meant peace in Ukrai-
ne. His remark came days after
Trump questioned his legiti-
macy and cal-
led him a “dic-
tator without
elections”, ec-
hoing a Krem-
lin talking po-
: int. At the sa-
me time, he continued to puqh
back against Trump’'s insis-
tence that he sign a minerals
deal that Ukraine says is unpa-
latable. And he announced a
meeting on Monday of over 30
countries in person or online
as a kind of coalition of sup-
port for Ukraine’s war effort.
It was not immediately cle-
ar whether Zelensky had serio-
usly considered the option of
stepping down or was merely

responding to the latest jabs
from Washington and Moscow.
He added that he could trade
his departure for Ukraine's
entry into Nato —a highly un-
likely scenariogiven. Trump'’s
opposition to allowing Ukrai-
ne into the military alliance.
“If it brings peace to Ukraine,
and if you need me to step
down — [ am ready,” Zelensky
said during anews conference,
on theeve of the third anniver-
sary of the war. “Second, I can
exchange this for Nato.”

For now, Zelensky said, Uk-
raine and the US remain lock-
ed in negotiations over a deal
to trade Ukraine's minerals
and other natural resources
for US aid. Zelensky said he
was still not ready to sign the
1S’ latest proposal, which wo-
uld require Ukraine to pay the
US 8500 billion using revenues
from its natural resources.”l

REUTERS

RECORD DRONE STRIKE IN UKRAINE ON EVE OF WAR ANNIV
Russia launched 267 strike drones into Ukraine overnight on Sunday,
more than in any other single attack of the war. It came a day before
the three-year anniversary of Moscow's full-scale invasion

am not signing something that
will be paid by ten generations

of Ukrainians,” hesaid, noting

that talks would continue,

The talks had already stret-
ched late into Saturday night,
according to two Ukrainian of-
ficials briefed on the negotia-
tions, and coincided with a hu-
ge Russian drone assault on
Ukrainian cities overnight.

The Ukrainian Air Force said
Russia had launched 267 dro-
nes, calling it a “record” since
the war began three vears ago.
Ukraine said that most of the
drones were shot down or dis-
abled by electronic jamming,
but that debris from destroyved
drones damaged houses and
sparked fires in partsof Kyiv
On Saturday evening, Pre-

Zelensky offers to resign for Nato entry
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THE DUTY OF YOUTH 15

TO CHALLENGE
CORRUPTION
— KURT COBAIN

GEORGE CLOONEY FLED FARM LIFE TO PURSUE HOLLYWOOQD, ONLY TO'END
UP BACK IN IT: ACTOR REVEALS HE DRIVES TRACTOR AT HOME'IN FMNCE

German conservatives to win
- with 28.5% of votes: Exit polls

AfD Set For 2nd Spot, Posts Its Best Result At 20%

US, Russia talks on
ties likely this week

ussianand USteamsat the

level of departmental hea-
ds plan to meet this week to di-
scuss improving relations
after the war in Ukraine had
pushed ties to the worst level
since the depths of Cold War, a
senior Russian diplomat said
on Sunday. Presidents Trump
and Putin spoke on Feh 12
aboutimproving relations and
ending the war, and US and
Russian officials metin Riyadh
on Feb18tothatend. reuters

sident Trump ramped up pres-
sure on Ukraine to sign the de-
al, which has now been under
negotiation for more than 10
days. Several draft agreements
have already been rejected by
the Ukrainian side because
they did not contain specific
US security guarantees that
would protect Kyiv against fu-
rther Russian aggression. Nyt
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Musk to govt stafters: Detail ~Pope Francis, critical,

workweek or lose jobs
Kash Pushes Back, Asks FBI Staff To Pause Response

— confusion and alarm of
Jworkers across the fede-
ral govt Saturday by ordering
them to summarise their ac-
complishments for the week,
warning that a failure to do so
would be taken as a resigna-
tion. Shortly after Musk’s de-
mand, which he posted on his
social platform X, civil ser-
vants across the government
received an email from the Of-
fice of Personnel Manage-
ment with the subject line,
“What did vou do last week™

The missive simultaneou-
sly hit inboxes across multi-
ple agencies, rattling workers
who had been rocked by lay-
offs in recent weeks and were
unsure about whether to resp-
ond to Musk's demand. Mu-
sk's mounting pressure on the
federal workforce came at the
encouragement of President
Trump, who has been trumpe-
ting how the billionaire has
upended the bureaucracy and
Saturday urged himtobeeven
“more aggressive’’,

In his post, Musk said em-
ployees who failed to answer
the message would lose their
jobs. “All federal employvees
will shortly receive an email
requesting to understand wh-

l “lon Musk deepened the

ON A CHOPPING SPREE

8-year-old dies as
boat with migrants
sinks off Panama

boat with 19 migrants bloc-

ked from entering the US
sank near Panama due to bad
weather as they returned to
their home countries, leaving
an 8-year-old Venezuelan dead,
authorities said Saturday. The
event was that of “reverse mig-
ratory flow,” they added. are

at they got done last week. Fai-
lure to respond will be taken
asaresignation,” he wrote,
However, that threat was
not stated in the email itself.
“Please reply to this email
with approx. 5 bullets of what
vou accomplished this week
and cc your manager,” said

the Office of Personnel Mana-
gement message that went out
to emplovees Saturday after-
noon. The email told employe-
es to respond by midnight
Monday and not to include
classified information.

Some agency leaders wel-
comed Musk’s move. But in a
sign of the upheaval and the
potential legal and security is
suescaused by the demand, of-
ficials at some federal agenci-
estold their staff tohold off on
responding and await further
ruidance. Among them was
Kash Patel, the new FBI direc-
tor. *“The FBI, through the offi-
ce of the director; is in charge
of all of our review processes,
and will conduct reviews in
accordance with FBI procedu-
res,” Patel wrote inanemail to
staff obtained by NY'T. “When
and if further information is
required, we will coordinate
the responses. For now, please
pause any responses.”’

Inresponse to his threat of
dismissal if workers did not
comply, the American Federa-
tion of Govt Emplovees, the
largest federal employee uni-
on, said it would challenge
any “unlawful” terminations,
“It 1s cruel and disrespectful,”
the union’s president said. nyr

has restful night as he
“spends 10th day in hosp

Rome: Pope Francis was cons-

cious but still receiving high
flows of supplemental oxygen
sunday following arespiratory
crisis and blood transfusions,
as he remains in critical condi-
tion with a complex lung infec-
tion, the Vatican said.

“The night passed quietly,
the pope rested,” Vatican spo-
kesman Matteo Bruni said in
an early statement. Further cli-
nical tests were being perfor-
med on the 88-vearold pope,
who had part of one lungremo-
ved as a young man. On Satur-
day, Francis suffered a prolong-
ed asthmatic respiratory crisis
that required “high flows"” of
oxvgen to help him breathe th-
rough a nasal tube. He also re-
ceived blood transfusions after
tests showed low counts of pla-
telets. Doctors said Saturday
his prognosis was “reserved.”

Doctors have said Francis'
condition is touch-and-go, gi-
ven his age, fragility and pre-
existing lung disease. His con-
dition has revived speculation
about what might happen if he
becomes unconscious orother-
wise incapacitated, and whet-
her he might resign.

Francis was supposed to ha-
ve celebrated Mass on Sunday
in St. Peter's Basilica as part of
the Vatican'’s vearlong Holy Ye-

AFP

Prayers are hemg hEId across the
world for the 88-year-old's recovery

ar commemoration. At the
Mass, Archbishop Rino Fisich-
ella called for “stronger and
more intense” prayers for Pope,
Doctors have warned that
the main threat facing Francis
would be the onset of sepsis, a
serious infection of the blood
that can occur as a complica-
tion of pneumonia. As of Fri-
day, there was no evidence of
any sepsis, and Francis was re-
sponding to the various drugs
he is taking, the pope’s medical
team said in theirfirst in-depth
update on the pope’s condition.
Spending his 10th day in
hospital, the pope was admit-
ted to the Policlinico Agosti-
no Gemelli on Feb. 14 with a
complex respiratory tract in-
fection that developed into
pneumonia in both lungs. ae

Berlin: Germany’s opposi-
tion conservatives won thena-
tional election on Sunday, put-
ting leader Friedrich Merz on
track to be the next chancellor
while the far-right Alterna-
tive for Germany came in sec-
ond, its best ever result, exit
polls showed. Following a
campaign roiled by violent at-
tacks, and interventions by
US President Trump's admin-
istration, the conservative
CDU/CSU bloc won 28.5% of
the vote, followed by AfD with
20%, an exit poll by ZDF
public broadceaster showed.,

Chancellor Olaf' Scholz’s
SPD tumbled to their worst re-
sult since World War I, with
16.5% of the vote share, ac-
cording tothe ZDF exit poll.

Greens were on 12% while
FDP hovered around the 5%
threshold toenter parliament.
A late campaign surge by far
left Die Linke party gave it 9%
of the vote while breakaway
leftist party BSW got 5%.

The results set the stage
for protracted coalition talks
and likelv mean a three-way
coalition made up of one or
two of the three parties that
were part of Scholz's unpop-
ular alliance that fell in Nov.

Merz, 69, has no previous
govtexperience but has prom-
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THE NEXT CHANCELLOR:
Christian Democratic Union
(CDU) leader Friedrich Merz, a
wealthy businessperson, has
promised to crack down on
migrants and slash taxes and
business regulations in a bid to
kick-start economic growth

ised to provide greater leader-
ship than Scholz and to liaise
more with key allies, restor-
ing Germany to the heart of
Europe. A brash economiclib-
eral who has shifted the con-
servatives to the right, he is
considered the antithesis of
Angela Merkel, who led Ger-
many for 16 vears. Short of a
majority in an increasingly
fragmented political land-
scape, however, his conserva-
tives will have to sound out
partners to form a coalition.
Those negotiations are cer-
tain to be tricky after a cam-
paign which exposed sharp
divisions over migration and
how to deal with AfD In a

country where far-right poli-
tics carry a particularly stro-
ng stigma due to its Nazi past.

That could leave Scholz in
a caretaker role for months,
delaying urgently needed pol-
icies to revive Europe’s large-
st economy after two consecu-
tive vears of contraction and
4s companies struggle again-
st global rivals. It would also
create a leadership vacuum
inthe heart of Europeevenas
it deals with challenges in-
cluding Trump threatening a
trade war and attempting to
tast-track a ceasefire deal for
Ukraine without Europe.

Germany’s conservatives
will do everything they can to
form a govt capable of taking
action as quickly as possible,
Merz said Sunday. “Tonight
we will celebrate and from to-
morrow we start working,”
he said in a first reaction in
Berlin. “The world out there
is not waiting for us.”

Scholz, meanwhile, con-
ceded defeat after what he
called “a bitter election re-
sult.” AfD’s Alice Weidel said
“we have become the second-
strongest foree.” She said her
party is “open for coalition
negotiations”, and that “oth-
erwise, nochange of policy is
possible inGermany.” AGeNcIEs
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Israel stalls release of Palestinians
over ‘humjhatlng hostage handovers

Tel Aviv: Israel says the relea-
ge of hundreds of Palestinian
prisoners is delaved “until re-
lease of the next hostages has
been assured, and without the
humiliating ceremonies™ at
handovers of Israeli captives
in Gaza. The statement by PM
Benjamin Netanyahu's office
came early Sunday as milita-
rv vehicles that normally mo-
ve inadvance of the buses car-
rying prisoners left the open
gates of Ofer prison, only to
turn around and go back in.
The release of 620 Palesti-
nians had been delayved for se-
veral hours and was meant fo
occur just after six Israeli hos-
tages were released Saturday.
It was meant to be the largest
one-day prisoner release in
Gazaceasefire'sfirst phase. [s-
rael’s announcement abrupt-
ly put the future of the truce
into further doubt. The Israeli
statement was likely a refere-
nce to a video released by Ha-

Pak and B'desh conduct direct trade

for first time since 1971 separation
Yunus invites Musk to launch Starlink net

Dhaka: Chief adviser Muhammad Yunus has extended an
invitation to Elon Musk, urging him to visit Bangladesh and launch
the Starlink satellite internet service in the country, reports
Ahsan Tasnim. “Integrating Starlink's connectivity into
Bangladesh's infrastructure will have a transformational impact,
particularly for Bangladesh's enterprising youth, rural and

Islamabad: Pakistan and
Bangladesh have resumed di-
rect trade for the first time
since the 1971 separation,
with the first govt-approved
cargodeparting from Port Qa-
sim, according to a media re-
port. The agreement wasfina-
lised in early Feb when Bang-
ladesh agreed to purchase
50,000 tonnes of Pakistani ri-
ce through the Trading Cor-
poration of Pakistan(TCP).

East Pakistan separated
from Pakistan in1971 to form
the independent state of
Bangladesh. The transporta-
tion of the goods marked the
first instance of official
trade relations being resto-
red since 1971.

Under the deal finalised,
Bangladesh is set to import
50,000 tonnes of rice from Pa-
kistan through the TCP. The

vulnerable women, and remote and underserved
communities,” state-run BSS news agency
reported on Sunday, quoting the letter.

Inthe letter sent on Feb 19, Yunus told Musk his
visit would allow him to meet young men and
women who would be among the main
beneficiaries of this leading technology. “Let us

work taogether to deliver our mutual vision for a better future,” he
wrote, Yunus has asked his high representative, Khalilur Rahman,
to coordinate with SpaceX to ensure completion of necessary work
to make Starlink ready for launch in Bangladesh within 90 days.

shipment will be completed
in two phases, with the remai-
ning 25,000 tonnes to be dis-
patched in early March, The
Express Tribune newspaper.

The development is seen
as a positive step in fostering
economic cooperation and re-
opening trade channels that
were dormant for decades. pm

Man accused of
murder killed by
mob in Pak’s KP

Islamabad: A mob enraged by
a local’s murder over a parking
dispute snatched the suspect, a
watchman, from police and ly-
nched him in Galivat region of
Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Sunday; reports Omer Far-
ooq Khan. Several policemen
were wounded in the violence.

Police said Imran Abbasi
had parked his car in the desig-
nated area of a housing society
and left for home. When he ret-
urned the nextday hegotintoa
fight with watchman Khan Za-
man who stabbed him to death
and wounded his brother As
word spread about the murder,
a mob milled in the area and
burned down five houses, Poli-
ce apprehended the culprit fr-
om the basement of a building,
and were about to take him aw-
ay when the mob swooped on
him and beat him to death.

When Trump, Modi, Milei

and I tal
threat to ¢

pContinued fromP1

-~ Then Bill Clin-

\\f ton and Tony Blair

¥ created the global
Leftist liberal net-
work in the "90s, they
were called states-
men. Today, when
Trump, Meloni, Milei
or mavbe Modi talk,
they are called a
threat to democracy,”
oni said.

Mel-
“This is the Left’s
double standard, but we are
used toit. And the good news
is, people no longer believe

in their lies”, Meloni said.
The Italian PM noted that
despite all the mud they
throw at them, citizens con-
tinue to keep voting for them

K, we are called a
emocracy: Meloni

because, “We defend freedom.
We love our nations. We want
secure borders. We preserve
businesses and citizens... We
defend family and life. We
fight against wokeism.
We protect our sacred
right to our faith and
our free speech. And
we stand for common
sense. So  ultimately
our struggle is hard,
butthe choice issimple.”
Meloni also gave a call to
bring lasting peace in Europe
through strengthening secu-
rity measures. She said there
is a growing awareness in Eu-
rope that security is now top
priority and freedom cannot
be defended if one lacks the
means or courage to do so. an

No passengers 1o planes Chma ﬁmded $240m Gwadar auport sits idle

Gwadar: With no passengers
and no planes, Pakistan's ne-
west and most expensive air-
port isabit of amystery Entir-
ely financed by China to the tu-
neof $240million, it'sanyone’s
guess when New Gwadar Inte-
rnational Airport will open
for business. Located in the co-
astal city of Gwadar and com-
pleted in Oct 2024, its a stark
contrast to the impoverished.
restive southwestern Balo-
chistan province around it.
For the past decade, China
has poured monev into Balo-
chistan and Gwadar as part of
a multibillion dollar project
that connects its western Xin-
jiang province with Arabian
Sea, called the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor or CPEC.
Authorities have hailed it
as transformational but the-
re's scant evidence of change
inGwadar, Thecity isn't conn-

ected to the national grid —
electricity comes from Iran or
solar panels — and there isn't
enough clean water An air-
port with a 400,000 passenger
capacity isn't a priority for
the city’s 90,000 people.

“This airport is not for Pa-
kistan or Gwadar,” said Aze-
em Khalid, an international
relations expert who speciali-
ses in Pakistan-China ties. “It
is for China, so they can have
secure access for their citizens
to Gwadar and Balochistan.”

CPEC has catalysed a deca-
deslong insurgency in resour-
ce-rich and strategically loca-
ted Balochistan. Separatists,
agerieved by what thev say is
state exploitation at the expen-
se of locals, are fighting for in-
dependence — targeting Paki-
stani troops and Chinese wor-
kers in the province and else-
where. Members of Pakistan's
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MADE BY CHINA, FOR CHINA? Completed in Oct 2024, the New Gwadar
International Airport a stark contrast to the impoverished and restive
Balochistan province around it. ‘This airport is not for Pakistan or Gwadar,’
said Azeem Khalid, an international relations expert. ‘It is for China, so they
can have secure access for their citizens to Gwadar and Balochistan'

ethnic Baloch minority say
they face discrimination by
govtandare denied opportuni-
ties available elsewhere in the
country, charges govt denies.
Pakistan, keen to protect
China’s investments, has step-
ped up its military footprint in

Gwadar to combat dissent,
The city is a jumble of check-
points, barbed wire, troops,
barricades, and watchtowers.
Roads close at any given time,
several days a week, to permit
the safe passage of Chinese
workers and Pakistani VIPs,

[nteﬂjf_.,enre officers moni-
tor journalists visiting Gwad-
ar. Its fish market is deemed
too sensitive for coverage.

Many locals are frazzled.
“Nobody used to ask where we
are going, what we are doing,
and what is your name,” said
Khuda Bakhsh Hashim. 76.
“We used toenjoy all-night pic-
nics in the mountains or rural
areas. We are residents. Those
who ask should identify them-
selves asto whothey are.”

Hashim recalled when Gw-
adarwas partof Oman, not Pa-
kistan, and was a stop for pass-
enger ships heading to Mumb-
al. People didn't go hungry
and found work easily he said.

But Gwadar’s water has
dried up because of drought
and unchecked exploitation.
So has the work. Govt savs
CPEC has created some 2,000
local jobs but it's not clear wh-

om they mean by “local” — Ba-
loch residents or Pakistanis
from elsewhere in the country.
Authorities did not elaborate.
There is a perception Gwa-
dar is dangerous or difficult to
visit — only one commercial
route operates out of its do-
mestic airport, three times a
week to Karachi, Pakistan's
largest city. There are no dire-
ct flights to Balochistan's pro-
vincial capital of Quetta, or
national capital of Islamabad.
Security concerns delayed
the inauguration of the inter-
national airport. There were
fears the area’s mountains
and their proximity fo the air-
port — could be the ideal
launchpad for an attack. Inste-
ad, PM Shehbaz Sharif and his
Chinese counterpart Li &iang
hosted a virtual ceremony
The inaugural flight was off 1i-
mits to media and public. ap
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Tens of thousands of people bid
farewell to Hezbollah's slain leader
Hassan Masrallah at a funeral in
Beirut Sunday. Carrying pictures of
Nasrallah and Hezbollah flags, and
chanting anti-lsrael slogans, people
filled a 55,000-seat sports stadium
as lsraeli jets flew by above

mas showing two hostages
who have vet to be released
watching Saturday’s handov-
erand speaking under duress.
Hamas accused Israel of
violating the ceasefire deal
and said Netanyvahu was “del-
iberately stalling”, a clear vio-
lation of the terms. acencies

Israel troops to stay
on in WB ‘for a year’

srael said on Sunday troops

would remain “for the coming
year” in parts of the occupied
West Bank where they have
launched a weekslong offensi-
ve and would prevent tens of
thousands of displaced
Palestinians from returning.

Defence minister Israel Katz

said he had instructed the milit-
ary to prepare to remain inurb-
anrefugee camps, fromwhere
he said 40,000 Palestinians had
fled leaving it “emptied of resid-
ents.” He said he had ordered
the military to “prepare foran
extended stay in the camps
that were cleared for the comi-
ng year and to not allow the
return of residents or for terror
to grow again.” The camps are
home to descendants of Pale-
stinians who fled during wars
with Israel decades ago. »»
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French President Emmanuel Macron at an agricultural fair in Paris

Thieves use stolen
card, buy winning
$523k lottery ticket

hieves used a stolen card to

buy a winning French lotte-
ry ticket worth 500,000 euros
($523,000). But they vanished
before cashing in — and now
they’re among France's most
famous fugitives. The man
whose card was stolen, identi-
fied as Jean-David E, is offering
to split the cash with the lucky
winners, He wants his wallet
back, too. The thieves, mea-

seize the winnings, considering
them illegally obtained gains.

New York Yankees drop
ban on beards, 49 years
after it was imposed

New York Yankees dropped
their ban on beards Friday, 49
years after it was imposed by
owner George Steinbrenner, in
a move aimed to improve play-
er recruitment as the team
tries to win its first World
Series title since 2009, Current
owner Hal Steinbrenner annou-
nced the change on Friday,
calling the ban “outdated” and
“somewhat unreasonable,”

nwhile, face arrest. As of

Saturday, the state lottery AROUND THE WORLD
operator said no one had .

submitted the ticket to cash | According to > N
out. Jean-David discovered the Guinness 'ﬂ @, 0
earlier this month that his Book of World 7t ~
backpack had been stolen Records, % v, 7
from his car in Toulouse, the original .
including bank cards and name of Los

other documents. He asked Angeles was El Pueblo de

his bank to block the card, Nuestra Sefiora |la Reina de

and learned it had already
been used in a local shop.
At the shop, a vendor told
him two homeless men had
used one of his cards to buy
the winning ticket. Jean-
David filed a police compla-
int about the theft, but is

los Angeles de Porciuncula,
which translates to "The
Town of Our Lady the
Queen of the Angels of
Porciancula”. The name
was shortened to mean
"The Angels' in Spanish

ready to withdraw it if the
thieves share the money.
Prosecutors may try to
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RURAL MARKET IS AT AN INFLEXION POINT, OFFERS
SCOPES TO FMCG COs: MARICO CEO SAUGATA GUPTA

HOUSING DEMAND REMAINS STRONG BUT EUPHORIA
IS COOLING SLIGHTLY, SAYS PIROJSHA GODREJ

Outflows from Flis touch 1.1L cr in 2025

Continued Selling Leads to 4% Decline In Nifty Year-To-Date, Put Pressure On Re
LIQUIDITY SET TO TIGHTEN

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Foreign institutional
investors (Flls) continued to sell
inthe Indian stock market, offlo-
ading equities worth Rs 81,903
crore inJan. Thetrend persisted
in Feb, with Rs 30,588 crore sold
till the 2ist, bringing total FII
outtlowsin2025toRs1.1lakhcro-
re, according to NSDL.

This has led to a 4% decline
in Nifty vear-to-date.

Indian equities have under-
performed Asian peers due to
FIl outflows, also pressuring the
rupee. Investors are tracking
key indicators like the US Core
PCE Price Index and India's
GDP growth. Brokers said, cor-
porate earnings recovery and
improved global liquidity would
bethenext majoririggers.

V K Vijavakumar, chief in-

Sebi may expand
angel fund investor
pool, scrap 200 cap

New Delhi: Markets regulator
Sebi is looking to expand the
definition of qualified
institutional buyers (QIB) and
remove the 200-investor cap,
allowing angel funds to access a
broader pool of accredited
investors. This move will enable
mare wealthy investors to
participate, boosting funding for
startups. It ensures that only
financially strong investors take
on high-risk investments,
helping angel funds raise more
capital and support early-stage
companies. Sebi has sought
public comments on the
proposals till March 14. acewcies

crazy bosses

THE TROUBLE

WITH THOSE

PAY CUTS IS
NOW MY WEALTH
LOOKS OBSCENE

SA@SUNILCARTOONS . com

Bank of Maharashtra
slashes rate by 25bps

New Delhi: Bank of Maharashtra
has cut interest rate by 25 basis
points on retail loans, including
home and car loans, in line with
reduction in repo rate by RBI.
The benchmark rate for home
loan has been reduced to 8.10%,
one of the lowest in the banking
industry, the bank said. acencies

New Shop plans to
double store count

MNew Delhi: Tech-enabled
convenience retailer New Shop
is on track to double store count
to 600 by year-end, a tally that
would include rebranded
245even stores being acquired
from Godfrey Phillips India, and
is also eyeing overseas
expansion. Co-founder Aastha
Almast said 35 245even stores
have already been rebranded
and franchised out. acencies

» Market liquidity is set to
tighten as several upcoming
IPOs will divert funds from the _
secondary market
» Renewed foreign interest
in Chinese equities and
India’s premium valuations
remain concerns, says an expert
» India's premium valuations

over emerging markets are
. pushing global investors to

_reassess their positions

L > However, market
- watchers say that
= inflows may return in
3-6 months, backed by India's

'~ strong domestic demand and
 infrastructure push

vestiment strategist at Geojit Fi-
nancial Services, said the US
market has seen large capital in-
flows following Trump’s elec-
tionvictory. Chinahasalsobeco-
me a key destination for portfo-
lio investments.

He noted that the Chinese
president’s initiatives with bu-
siness leaders have raised hopes

of agrowth revival, boosting the
Chinese stock market.

“The Hang Seng index, thro-
ugh which FIIs buy Chinese
stocks, surged 18.7% in a month,
contrasting with Niftv's 1.6%: de-
cline,” he said. Since Chinese
equities remain undervalued,
he added, the “sell India. buy
China” trade may persist but

cautioned that “such trades ha-

ve fizzled out in the past due to
structural issues in China's eco-
nomic recovery.”

Market liquidity is set to

tighten with upcoming IPOs di-

verting funds from the seconda-
ry market. Key [POs include Re-
liance Jio (Rs 8 lakh crore), LG
Electronics India (Rs 15,000 cro-
re), Ather Energy (Rs 4,500 cro-
re), Zepto (over $1 billion) and
JS5W Cement (Rs 4,000 crore).
Vikram Kasat, head of advi-
sory at PL. Capital — Prabhudas
Lilladher, said Sensex has lost
2,300 points this month, with FI-
Is withdrawing Rs 23,000 crore,
triggering a selloff in small- and
midcap stocks. Renewed foreign
interest in Chinese equities and
India’s premium valuations re-
main concerns.
India’slong-term growth pro-

spects remain strong, but near-
term valuation concerns and we-
ak corporate earnings haveledto
profit booking. India’s premium
valuations over emerging mar-
kets are prompting global inves-
torstoreassess their positions,

India’s premium wvaluations
relative to peers like Indonesia,
south Korea, and Taiwan have be-
en a headwind. A consolidation
or earnings-driven growth could
reset valuations and attract Fllis.
Vaibhav Porwal, co-founder of
Dezerv, said India's market cap
has declined by %1 trillion since
Oct 2024, while China’s has incre-
ased by $2 trillion, indicating a
tactical shift in FII flows. “NSDL
data shows FPIs pulled out aro-
und Rs 25,000 crore from Indian
equities in Jan 2024, contrasting
with inflows of over Rs 1.7 lakh
crore in2023," he said.
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US reciprocal tarifts may hit exports
of India-made iPhones, auto parts

Pankaj.Doval
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Apple could be
oneof the biggestlosersinca-
sethe Trump administration
decides to slap reciprocal ta-
riffs on import of electronics
and smartphones from India
as the move may put a span-
ner in its growing manufac-
turing investments here.

The situation is equally
grave for auto component ma-
kers, who ship parts worth
billionsof dollarstothe US —
estimated at around 57 billion
for this fiscal against $1.4 bil-
lion worth of American im-
ports — and thus run the risk
of losing business in case the
UUS increases tariffs on pro-
ducts coming out of India, an
assessment carried out by
TOI shows.

Apple currently is one of
the biggest exporters of elec-
tronic goods from India as it
ships iPhones to global mar-
kets, with the majority of
them flowing into China. Es-
timates put the shipments to
the US at close to $8-9 billion
thisfinancial year itself with
the company increasingly
using its India factories to

APPLE'S EXPORTS ESTIMATED AT $9BN

» Apple's shipments to the
US are estimated at $8-9 billion
in 2024-25

» The company is increasingly
using its India factories to
produce massively for the US

» Indian products reach the
US with zero duty, making it a
profitable deal for Apple

» Samsung and Motorola

are also shipping India-made
devices to the US. “The whole
business case for export of
smartphones to the US will get
disrupted,” says a vendor

> Auto component exports
to the US are estimated at
around %7 billion for the
current financial year

> “The saving grace is we are
just about 57 billion to

the overall $300-billion worth
of component imports that
the US carries out,” says an
auto vendor

produce massively for the
American market. The India
products reach the US with
zero duty, making it a profi-
table deal for the company.
However, what is bothe-
ring the new US administra-
tion under Trump 1s the
16.5% duty that New Delhi
charges on phones and other

nes and electronics products
being shipped out of India, it
will immediately reverse the
maths against our manufac-
turing strength.,” a key ven-
dor in the ecosystem said.
While a recent decision of
the Trump administration to
slap a 10% duty on Chinese
electronics imports is good

electronics products when
they are imported to India.
“The fear of the industry is
that if Trump really goes
ahead and slaps a reciprocal
duty of 16.5% on smartpho-

news for Indian manufactu-
ring, the situation will comp-
letely change if India is bro-
ught under a16.5% importdu-
ty regime in America. “That
would mean our manufactu-

ring will become more expen-
sivethan Chinaduetothe hig-
her duty. So, Apple will really
have no benefit of making in
India, and would rather find
it beneficial to ship its pro-
ducts out of China at10% du-
ty," another vendor said.

And it's not just Apple —
Samsung is also shipping its
India-made devices to the US,
and sois Motorola. “The whole
business case for export of
smartphones tothe US will get
disrupted,” the vendor said.

On the front of auto com-
ponents, the situation is equ-
ally tense. “While we send
ourpartstotheUSatadutyof
around 1-2% — it'ss zero for
many items — India imposes
duty across multiple slabs for
the components coming from
the US. The actual duty rang-
es between 7.5% and 15%.,” a
component maker said.

Theonly savinggracethat
Indian makers see is the fact
that the share of Indian com-
ponents in the US isminuscu-
le compared to what it buys
globally. *'We are just about $7
hillion to the overall $300-bil-
lion worth of component im-
portsthattheUScarriesout,”
the auto vendor said.

KKR to buy 51% in oncology
hospital HealthCare Global -

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: American priva-
te equity fund KKR will buy
o1% of HealthCare Global
Enterprises, a Bengaluru-
based, listed company, for
Rs 3,203 crore, marking its
second investment in Indi-
a's hospital sector after Ba-
by Memorial Hospital.

Asaresult, KKR will ma-
ke an open offer to HGE's
shareholders for an additio-
nal 26% stake at Rs 445 per
share in accordance with
India’s takeover rules,

If KKR1sunabletoreach
54% through the open offer,
it will buy an extra 3% from
the promoters of HGE, ac-
cording to the terms of the
investment agreement.

The deal values HGE at
Rs 6,203 crore, which is lo-

wer than HGE's market ca-
pitalisation of Rs 7,000 cro-
re based on Friday's closing
price of Rs 500 per share.
HGE'’s promoters are Ace-
sco, a4 part of EuroNext
Amsterdame-listed CVC Ca-
pital Partners (60.35% ), and
doctor B § Ajaikumar and
family (10.87% ). Ajaikumar,

FOR 3,203CR

who founded HGE in 1989,
will take on the role of non-
executive chairman of the
company after the conclu-
sion of the deal. The trans-
action is expected to be con-
cluded by the third quarter
of this vear,

Depending on outcome of
open offer and other invest-
ment terms, KKR is expected
to hold an equity stake betwe-
en 5d% and 77% in HGE,

One of the country’s lar-
gest oncology hospital cha-
ins, HGE operates 25 medical
care centers across 19 cities
including 2,500 beds and near-
ly 100 operating theaters.
KKRwill be investing in HGE
through Hector Asia Hol-
dings [Iand KIAEBTIL

Following investment de-
al, HGE emplovees with ves-
ted stock options, have been
given the option to exchange
their stock options for cash.
This means that instead of
keeping the company’s sha-
res, the employees can take a
payout. In a regulatory filing,
HGE said it will accept up to
16.19 lakh options in total
from all employees. Though
the cash consideration was
not disclosed, it is expected
that the stock options will be
bought at Rs 445 per share.

Property Share
holding co Alt
to raise 32.8k cr

Mayur.Shetty
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Alt, the holding com-
pany for Property Share, plans
to raise Rs 2,800 crore this year,
Founded by former Blackstone
executive Kunal Moktan and
his batchmate from [IM Ahme-
dabad Hashim Khan, Property
Share introduced fractional re-
al estate ownership in 2015, al-
lowing individuals to invest in
commercial real estate with Rs
25 lakh. The platform manages
Rs 1.600 crore in assets.
Following Sebi's SM REIT
regulations in 2024, Property
Share became the first tosecure
an SM REIT license in Aug 2024
and listed a Rs 353 crore asset in
Dec, marking India’s first listed
SM REIT. The company is now
expanding. “This vear, we plan
to raise Rs 1,500 crore through
SMREITS,” said Moktan.

Number of bn-$ GCCs doubles in 5 years

Shilpa.Phadnis
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: India’s GCC (glo-
bal capability centre) story is
getting bigger and bolder.
There were 24 GCCs surpas-
sing the $1 billion export reve-
nue mark in financial vear
2023-24, up from 19 in the pre-
vious year, according to rese-
arch by Pune-based consul-
tancy Wizmatic. These 24 col-
lectively generated exports
exceeding $43.6 billion.

GCCs are the technology
andoperationsarmsof MNCs
in India, and they are increa-
singly embedding themselves
into the core of Fortune 500
enterprises withtheirinnova-
tions and strategic influence,

Wizmatic founder Sande-
ep Panat says India is begin-
ning to see the emergence of
giga capability centres,

The number of billion-dol-
lar GCCs has doubled from 12
to 24 in the five vears upto
FY24, Various consulting

'GCCs WITH MORE THAN

ot

¢1 BILLION REVENUE '

2020 I 12

| 2021 I 14
2022 N 17

| 2023 I 19

COMPOSITION OF TOP-24 GCCs

IT Services (4) | $139 bn
¥ Software/Tech (7) | $11.1 bn
BFSI (9) | 512 bn

2024 I 22 EO others (4) | 364 bn

firms have projected that the
number of GCCs will grow in
the coming vears, creating ad-
ditional jobs. According to a
PwC report, by 2028, the count-
ry is poised to have 2,100 GCCs,
with the market size of the
centres touching $90 billion. A
Nasscom-KPMG report esti-
mates India will have 1,900
GCCs, with $60 billion in reve-
nue, by theend of this vear.
While some do not include
the Indian operations of IT
services companies like Ac-
centure and Capgemini
among GCCs, Wizmatic inclu-

des them on the grounds that
their operational models and
local legal structure in India
are no different from that of
other MNCs with GCCs in In-
dia. The revenue model is ba-
sed on services rendered to
their parent companies and
global affiliates, with a prede-
fined markup regulated by
transfer pricing norms.
“Therevenue getscredited
where the clients are, like the
US or Europe, not India. For
these firms, income is tied to
where clients are located, not
where the work isexecuted. In

principle, a GCC doesn’t gene-
rate revenue independently, it
enables revenuefor the parent
entity,” Panat says.

As they scale, their ability
to reinvest in R&D, digital ca
pabilities, and strategic initi-
atives will grow. Transfer pri-
cing policies dictate the mar-
gins GCCs can operate on, 1n-
fluencing their financial
structuring and growth stra-
tegies. “While most GCCs ope-
rate on a cost-plus model, the-
ir financial success is deter-
mined by their ability to in-
crease value addition. Unlike
IT service providers that ma-
intain a bench workforce,
GCCs function as specialised
entities with dedicated servi-
ce lines for their global parent
organisations,” says Panat.

Phil Fersht, CEO of HfS Re-
search, said in terms of contri-
buting to the top-line growth
of their parent organisations,
the jury is still out on whether
GCCscandeliver more than ef-
ficiency Currently, they are

more of an efficiency play un-
der the banner of “innova-
tion". “*However, the future ho-
pe isthey will start to contribu-
te to top-line growth as they
grapple with Al opportunities
and become more integrated
with theleadershipof theirpa-
rent organisations. The simp-
le fact that GCCs offer the
chance for Indian talent to get
closer to global enterprises
and have a more direct impact
on their clients is making the
GCC career option far more at-
tractive than many of these
“back office” service provider
roles,” hesaid.

Lalit Ahuja, founder of
ANSR, said GCCs have alwavs
hosted leadership roles and ex-
ecuted functions that directly
impact topline of companies,
*This includes ownership of re-
venue driver digital products
and platforms such as online
banking and e-comm. With sca-
ling of GCCs, the ‘billion dollar
impact club continues to grow
atarapid pace.”

India, UK trade talks:
Focus on scotch, visas

Sidhartha=@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As the new UK
govt gets back to the negotia-
ting table on Monday, duty
cuts on scoteh and cars will
back on the table, amid indi-
cations that Indian industry
has given more elbow room
on whisky, with India going
to press for easier visas for
businessmen and professio-
nals under the proposed free
trade agreement.

The pact that has been in
the works for the last few yve-
ars and was moving at a fast
pace during Boris Johnson's
tenure, before gettingcaught
in the slow lane due to politi-
cal uncertainty, with the Ris-
hiSunak govt showingreluc-
tance on pushing ahead with
it. After deliberating for
months, the Keir Starmer
govt, thattook chargelast Ju-
ly has now come back for
talks, with UK's secretary of
state for business and trade
Jonathan Reynolds leading
the delegation.

His talks with commerce
and industry minister Piy-
ush Goyal will set the tone
for the talks, amid indica-
tionsthatboth sidesare keen
to move forward.

Bothsidesarelikelytoset
anambitioustarget if thede-
al goes through. Given the
olobal trade uncertainty in
the wake of geo-political ten-
sions and Trump’s aggressi-
ve stance, bilateral trade de-
als can help push exports for
both trading partners.

Whenever talks have co-
me to a halt, whether it was

NEGOTIATIONS TO RESUME TODAY

Trade surplus $hn

2022-23  2023-24  2024-25
India-UK trade ‘Apri-Novl

India’s top exports (sbn)
Textiles T 1.9
Electrical machinery _ 1.8
Machinery,
reactors, boilers _ 1.5
oil products [N 1.3
Pharma - 0.7
UK's top exports (sbn)
Pearls, precious &
SEMi-precious stones m
Machinery, reactors, - 1.1

boilers

tron & steel [N 0.8 T
Electrical machinery [ 0.5 &%

Ep SOUrCE:
Essential oil & . 0.4 Commere
resinoids ; dapt

2012 (when the UK was still
part of the European Union)
or in 2023, the issue at the
centre of discussions has be-
en the reluctance to provide
more visas to Indian busi-
nesses and duty cuts by New
Delhi for products of inter-
est to the UK, orthe EUL

For the UK, Scotch is a
kev area of interest and with
Indiaoffering concessionsto
Australia under ECTA, and
slashing duties in bourbon
for the US ahead of PM Na-
rendra Modi’s meeting with
American president Donald
Trump earlier this month,
there is an indication that
the bar has been lowered —
provided the British negoti-
atorscandoagood trade off.

The Indian industry has
also shown greater flexibili-
ty by indicating its support
for a lower import price, But
it is keen that there is more

flow through the bulk route,
instead of bottled at origin,
s0 that there is business and
employment in India. In re-
turn, it wants the UK also to
treat Indian spirits in a fair
manner. Besides, the domes-
tic industrv wants safegu-
ards to ensure that Scotch
and alcohol from other Euro-
pean countries do not make
their way into India, routed
via the UK.

For India, business visas
are goingtobe akeydemand,
especially with govt kKeen to
wrap up ongoing negotia-
tions to boost exports, parti-
cularly of labour intensive
products, such as textiles, at
a time when industry in
Bangladesh is goingthrough
arough phase.

A duty cut in the UK will
help Indian garments keep
more favourably with those
going from Bangladesh.

SIPs IN
CHOPPY
MARKETS

ystematic Investment Plans (SIPs) are a popular way to invest in equity

mutual fund schemes, with monthly collections touching % 26,000 crore.
However, as SIP returns from equity funds have slipped into the red for the last
year, retail investors with a long-term horizon and well-defined asset allocation
and goals should not stop their allocations as a knee-jerk reaction.

Why Are SIP Returns For The Last One Year In

The Red?

The value of the units accumulated through the SIP mode of investment

over the last one year has fallen due to a sharp decline in the equity

markets in the last few weeks. As a result, the net asset value (NAV) of
the schemes fell, which has led to a drop in value for investors. The fall

has been higher for riskier schemes like small-cap, midcap and some
narrow thematic funds, compared to large-cap funds.

4 Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

For Know Your Customer {(KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
details, etc., please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions” on https://www.sebi.gov.infindex html. For any
grievance [ complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com, Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Should This Worry Investors? What Should
They Do Now?

SIPs help in rupee cost averaging. This method of investing lets you
buy a higher number of units when the market is down, thereby
averaging your investments. A fall in equity markets should not worry
long-term investors using SIP to meet their goals. Typically, if you have
staggered your equity SIPs to a long-term goal, assumed a reasonable
return of 10-12%, and the monthly investments are in line with asset
allocation, risk tolerance and needs, they should not be disturbed by
this volatility. There is no reason to stop SIPs due to this fall. However,

r
]

- investors who have blindly
. started SIPs in mid-cap

- and small-cap funds

- without asset allocation

- orrisk tolerance and are

. merely chasing high

- returns might need to

. relook and balance their

- equity portfolios.

- What Should

- Investors Factor
- In While Starting
ASIP?

- Wealth managers believe

- investors should consider

- their time horizon, risk

- tolerance and existing

- portfolio before starting

- aSIP. Equity investments

. are for the long term with

- aminimum time frame of

- five years to go through

- the entire cycle of ups

- and downs. If they cannot

. tolerate volatility, they

- should invest in a large

- cap-oriented equity fund or

- hybrid fund. Those opting

. for mid-cap and smallcap

. SIPs should be ready to

- take higher volatility,

- risks and intermittent

. drawdowns. Mid-cap

- and smallcap equity SIPs

- should form only a small

- part of their overall equity
portfolio and should not
exceed 25-40%.

= PRASHANT MAHESH
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‘Chappellf’ ends
five-decade-long
journalism career

New Delhi: Legendary
cricketer lan Chappell's
insightful writings, critical
reviews and anecdotes
from his playing days will
be missed after the Austra-
lian icon called curtains on
his more than five-decade-
long journalistic career,
penning his last piece on
Sunday. “I will miss filing a
column, as writing has
been a favoured task. A
writing career spanning
maore than 50 years means |
surpassed my journey both
as a cricketer and a broad-
caster,” Chappell wrote.

Doncic dominates as
Lakers rout Nuggets:
Luka Doncic delivered a
dominant 32-point perform-
ance as the Los Angeles
Lakers snapped the Denver
Nuggets' nine-game win-
ning streak with an impres-
give 123-100 victory on the
road in Colorado. Doncic
finished with 32 points, 10
rebounds and seven as-
sists, while LeBron James
backed him with 25 points.

Houlihan qualifies for
World Indoors after
doping ban: Shelby
Houlihan gualified for the
world Indoor Champion-
ships after a four-year
doping ban that she chal-
lenged with the now-
infamous “burrito defence,
finishing second behind
Nikki Hiltz in the 3,000
metres at the US trials.
Once considered a promis-
ing medal contender for the
United States, Houlihan
missed the last two Olym-
pics in Tokyo and Paris.

FlA denounces
‘tribalist’ booing of
Horner, Verstappen:
Formula One's governing
body urged fans to show
more respect after ‘tribal-
ist" booing of four-times
champion Max Verstappen
and his Red Bull boss
Christian Horner at a

Liverpool Go 11 Points Clear At

Manchester: Liverpool took another step towards
the Premier League title with a 2-0 win at Manchester
City after talisman Mohamed Salah scored their first
goal and set up Dominik Szoboszlai for the second as
they went 11 points clear at the top on Sunday.

Arne Slot’s side have 64 points from 27 matches
ahead of second-placed Arsenal. who have a game in
hand. City are fourth on 44 as their early-season quest
for a fifth consecutive title has unravelled into a chase
for a Champions League berth.

Salah struck his league-leading 25th goal of the
season in the 14th minute following a corner with a
blistering shot from near the top of box that deflected
off the outstretched foot of City defender Nathan Ake
past goalkeeper Ederson.

Szoboszlai took advantage of City's atrocious de-
fending to double the lead in the 37th. Salah found the
unmarked Hungarian in the box for an easy pass into
the net to the dismay of City fans, whose dismal mood
was matched by the driving rain.

Earlier, Newcastle United scored four goals in 11
first-half minutes to keep alive their Champions
League gqualification hopes with a thrilling 4-3 victory
over Nottingham Forest at St James' Park but had to
hold on under heavy pressure in the second period.
Newcastle move into fifth place with 44 points from
26 games, outside the top four on goal difference only,
High-flying Forest lost for the second week in a row
but remain in third with 47 points from the same
number of matches.

Forest led early through Callum Hudson-Odoi's
longrange strike but Newcastle roared into life with
four guick goals from 18-vear-old Lewis Miley, Jacob
Murphy and a brace from Alexander Isak, the first a
penalty, which gave them a 4-1 halftime lead.

“It was a brilliant first half, the reaction after con-
ceding was really good,” Isak told Sky Sports. “We
dropped a bit second half and conceded sloppy goals.
I'm obviously happy to win the game.”

On Saturday, Aston Villa boss Unai Emery was
full of praise for newcomer Marcus Rashford, the
much-maligned former Manchester United forward
who has gquickly made a terrific impression with
his new team.

Rashford, who was signed by Villa on loan from
United earlier this month, was a halftime substitute
in Saturday’s 2-1 victory over Chelsea on Saturday,
assisting on both goals by fellow newcomer Marco
Aszensio. “(We want to) support him. Help him. Try to
help him to feel comfortable here. Try to help him get
confidence with us,” said Emery, acencies

The Top After 2-0 Win;

Madrid: Luka Modric scored a
brilliant goal from long range to
help Real Madrid secure a 2-0
win against Girona on Sunday
which took them back level with
Barcelona at the top of La Liga.

Vinicius Junior wrapped up
the win late on as Carlo Ance-
lotti’s side produced a solid, if
not spectacular, display at the
Santiago Bernabeu,

After rivals Barcelona and
Atletico Madrid, now third, both
won on Saturday, the pressure
was on for the champions in the
title race.

Barcelona were below par
but earned a 2-0 win at Las Pal-
mas on Saturday to move back
top of La Liga. After Atletico
Madrid beat Valencia 3-0 to tem-
porarily take pole position, the

REDS IN CHARGE OF CITY

Real level with Barca

Gttty Images

MODRIC

Catalans replaced them with a
narrow victory on the road and
sit one point ahead of the Roji-
blancos. Julian Alvarez bagged
a brace as Atletico were able to
climb to the top of the pile for a
couple of hours.

Later, substitute Dani Olmo

Getly Images

Liverpool celebrate their
opening goal against
Manchester City

produced a fine finish for Barce-
lona before Ferran Torres drilled
home to settle the game and earn
Barca revenge for a shock home
defeat by Las Palmas earlier in the
season. “We scored two goals, we
took three points and the three-
and-a-half hour flight back is
much better with these three
points,” Barca coach
Flick sais. “{Olmo) scored
the first goal and this goal
was very important for
us. In the first half we missed
5-10 percent, maybe more (from
our best level).”

Flick took action at the break
and brought on playmaker Olmo
in place of the quiet Fermin
Lopez. The Spain internation-
al’s first contribution was a
sloppy pass that flew out of play
but he quickly found his focus.

Lamine Yamal skipped for-
ward and slipped the ball to
Olmo, who showed good foot-
work to find space in the box
and finish. are

NAPOLI CONCEDE SERIE A
LEAD TO INTER MILAN

Como: Napoli conceded top spot in Serie A to Inter
Milan ahead of next weekend’s title showdown in
Naples after falling to a shock 2-1 defeat at
promoted Como on Sunday, Antonio Conte's team
are a point behind reigning champions Inter, who
narrowly beat Genoa on Saturday, due to Assane

Newcastle: Fiorentina forward
Moise Kean was rushed to hospital
after the Italian took a knock to the

Kean in hospital for head trauma

Italian collapses on pitch
after taking a knock

owicz's knee. Kean was
treated and then al-
lowed to return and
continued playving.
However, he sud-
denly began losing

er and seen wearing a neck brace
before he was rushed to hospital.

“He is in hospital for tests,” the

club said.

Fiorentina lost 1-0.
It was the second big scare for
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ECSTATIC: Mohun Bagan players celebrate with chief coach Jose Molina

Mohun Bagan make ISL
history by defending title

Nilesh.Bhattacharya
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: On anight when In-
dia and Pakistan were busy
playing out cricket’s greatest
rivalry in Dubai, the sight of
hundreds of cars causing a
traffic jam on EM Bypass in
this part of the world was not
normal. Onanight when Indi-
an club football’s biggest
prize was up for grabs and
runaway leaders Mohun Ba-
gan S5G were at home, the
sight of Jose Molina’s team
huffing and puffing for a goal
in the regulation time, and
that too in their formidable
fortress, was not normal.
Then, everything became
normal, almost with a sense

from right to left foot and took
an aim towards the goal from
the edge of the box. The ball
flew past a jungle of feet be-
fore settling into the bottom
left corner of Odisha FC goal-
keeper Amrinder Singh’s net.

It was the third of the
nine-minute stoppage time
but good enough for Mohun
Bagan to beat a 10-man Od-
isha FC 1-0 and become the
first Indian club to defend the
ISL Shield.

Unlike last season when
the team under Antonio Lo-
pez Habasrequireda winover
Mumbai City in the Ilast
match of the league stage to
lay their hands on the Shield,
Molina's side sealed the deal
with two games in hand.

Fiorentina this season after mid-
fielder Edoardo Bove collapsed on
the pitch against Inter Milan in
December, which led to the match
being abandoned. Bove underwent
successful surgery and had fitted a
removable defibrillator. reuters

his balance and fell to
the turf as playvers from
both teams alerted the team medics
who rushed onto the pitch.

The forward, the second-top
scorer in Serie A this season with
15 goals, was taken off on a stretch-

Diao's drilled winner in the 77th minute for Como.
Inter visit next in a match which could well be
crucial to the destination of the Scudetto, while
Atalanta lurk a further five points back ahead of
their match at Empoli later on Sunday. Napoli head
into that fixture in their worst form of the season,
with just three points from their four matches in Feb.

10-team season launch. The
FIA was also booed by the
crowd, whose biggest
cheer was reserved for
Lewis Hamilton.

head but continued playing before
he collapsed on the pitch at Hellas
Verona in Serie A on Sunday.
Kean was hit in the head while
jostling for the ball as the 24-vear-
old went down having suffered a
bang to the face from Pawel Dawid-

Bagan's12th straight winat
home also took their tally to 52
points from 22 matches, break-
ing another new ground in the
league and turning nearest ri-
vals FC Goa's late push into in-
significance.

of inevitability at the Salt
Lake Stadium on Sunday.
Dimitrios Petratos, com-
ing off the bench late in the
second half, received a ball
from Manvir Singh, swivelled
to transfer his striking power

Man Singh, Bhagirathi
triumph at New Delhi

Marathon: Uttarakhand's
Man Singh and Bhagirathi
Bisht won the men's and
women's titles at the Apollo
Tyres New Delhi Marathon
on Sunday. The 35-year-old
Singh clocked an impres-
sive time of 2:15:24s to
emerge winner in a com-
petitive men's elite field.
Bhagirathi, also from
Uttarakhand, claimed the
top spot among elite wom-
en with a time of 02:48:59s,

Ahlawat slips in Kenya
Open: Veer Ahlawathada
disastrous third round of
8-over 79 as he slipped to
T-67 with one round to go in
the Magical Kenya Open.
The Indian rookie had a
nightmarish 11 on the par-5
seventh besides four other
bogeys against just two
birdies for a 79. His earlier
rounds were 70 and 72.

GM Iniyanlosesin
tiebreak: indian Grand-
master P. Iniyan finished
runner-up in the 41st Cap-
pelle La Grande Interna-
tional Open Tournament in
Dunkirk, France, after
losing to IM Mahel of
France in the tiebreak. The
fifth seed Indian scored 7.5
points, with six wins and 3
draws to be tied first along-
side Mahel after 9 rounds.

Services clinchmen's
national kabaddi title:
Services emerged victo-
rious in a nail-biting sum-
mit clash against Railways
to claim the T1st Senior
National Men's Kabaddi
Championship title at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor
Stadium in Cuttack on
Sunday. The star-studded
Services team prevailed
30-30 (6-4) in a tie-breaker,
showcasing remarkable
composure when it mat-
tered the most as the final
match could have gone
either way. acencies

ACTION TODAY

CRICKET: Champions
Trophy, Bangladesh vs New
Zealand, 2.30 pm (Star);
WPL, Bengaluru vs UP, 6.30
pm (Star); FOOTBALL:
|I-League, Punjab Namdhari
vs Churchill Brothers, 2 pm:
Rajasthan United vs Real
Kashmir, 4.30 pm (Sony);
HOCKEY: FIH Pro League,
India (women) vs Nether-
lands, 5.15 pm; India (men)
vs England, 7.30 pm (Star);
TENNIS: Dubai Open, 3.30
pm; Acapulco Open, 5.30
am Tuesday (Eurosport)

Once it was just
one game for India,
now it’s 300 for
goalkeeper Savita

Amab.Seal@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: Savita Pun-
ia never wanted any of this.
All she had planned was to
play that one match for the na-
tional team just sotomake her
parents happy There were no
dreams, high
ambitions of
making it this
big, of plaving
the Olympics
and other lofty
stuff,

On Monday, 17 long years
later, when she will play her
300th match for India — against
the Netherlands at the Kalinga
Stadium - she would be grin-
ning through her goalkeeper’s
grille at the irony, if not the ab-
surdity of it all. She'll become
only the second Indian woman
to achieve this rare feat after
Vandana Katariya, the India
and Railways mainstay.

For Savita, however, inter-
national mateh No. 300 might
not have happened at all had
coach Harendra Singh not
persuaded her to stay on after
the team failed to make it to
the Paris Olympics last year.
Failure to make the Summer
Games was understandably
one of the lowest moments of
Savita'sstoried career.

The India goalkeeper also
went through a tough time af-
ter India’s debacle at the 2016
Rio Olympics where the team
finished last with just one point
inthe Kitty, and she was singled
out for the failure, “It was 99%
certainthat I'wasn't goingto be
called for the national camp,”
recalled Savita on the eve of
her landmark game.

Although she kept her
place, it wasn't a great experi-
ence, To make matters worse,
she even suffered a fracture
and was out of action for a
while. But in her words, Savita
had a “rebirth”, once Sjoerd
Marijne took over. Savita
started enjoying the game and
didn’t look back.

Indian men look to continue
winning run: The Indian

men's hockeyteamwilllook to
maintain its winning streak
when they face England in the
FIH Pro League atthe Kalinga
Stadium on Monday. Craig
Fulton’s men are in good
form, winning three matches
on the trot after they lost two
of their firstthree games.

"TOISA HONOURS INDIAS BEST & BUDDING

AT' CONFLUENCE OF SPORTSPERSONS

Shalabh.Saxena@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: ‘More Sweat, More Glo-
ry’, the TOISA logo says it all and to
honour those who pour their sweat
to bringing glory to the nation, The
Times of India felicitated our sport-
ing stars at the glittering award
show in Lucknow on Saturday

The event began on a patriotic
note with the national anthem. The
Times of India brought these cham-
pions together in ‘Khiladivon ka
Maha Kumbh' to celebrate their re-
markable achievements.

Uttar Pradesh has emerged as the
sports hub of the country and to hon-
our this, Best State for Sports Promo-
tion has been given to the state and
sports minister Girish Chandra Ya-
dav collected the award from Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. Earlier,
Special Recognition for Athletes from
UP was also given by Anju Bobby
George to chief coach, Indian weight-
lifting, Vijay Sharma, Shivpal Singh,
Shaili Singh, Annu Rani (all athlet-
ics), Mohd Aman (cricket) and Akash
Kumar (Kho-Kho).

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Aditvanath then awarded Guke-
sh Dommaraju and Manu Bhaker, At
18, Gukesh become the youngest
world chess champion in the history
of the game, while Manu Bhaker be-
come the first Indian athlete to clinch
two medals in the same Olympics,
winning two bronze in Paris 2024,

Gukesh, who also received the
Chess Plaver of the Year Award,
said, "I thank The Times of India for
this amazing event. I hope 2025 will
bring much better results to us.”

Change Agent of Sports award
was given to world No. 1 one para
badminton plaver and Uttar Pradesh
sports secretary Suhas LY, who
clinched consecutive silver medals
at Tokvo and Paris Paralvmpics
while the Para Sportsperson Award
was given to record-breaking javelin
thrower Sumit Antil. The Best Para
Shooter award in the male and fe-
male categories went to Manish
Narwal and Avani Lekhara while
Kapil Parmar walked away with
Best Para Junor Player award.

Earlier, TOISA ambassador of
the year actor Suniel Shetty, who
received the award from the CM,
felicitated the TOISA jury, including
chairperson of Athletics Federation
of India and world athletics cham-
pionship medallist, Anju Bobby
George, president Paralympics com-
mittee of India and a Paralympics
gold medallist, Devendra Jhajharia,
Olyvmpic medallist boxer Vijendra
Singh, Hockey India president and

former Indian skipper Dilip Tirkey
and Olympic medallist in wrestling
Yogeshwar Dutt. He was then joined
by actor Amit Sadh to give Mentor
of the Year award to the first-ever
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individual Olympic gold medallist
Abhinav Bindra.

The CM then handed over the
Federation of the Year award to
Paralympics Committee of India
(PCI). Jhajharia also presented a
symbaolic javelin to CM Yogi Adity-
anath. Other awards given at the
event were Emerging Sportsperson
of The Year, which went to wrestler
Aman Sehrawat for his bronze med-
al at Paris Olympics and Coach of
the Year, which was given to former
Indian shooting star Jaspal Rana,

UP Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath presents the
TOISA award for Sportswoman
of the Year to shooter Manu
Bhaker, double medal winner at
the 2024 Paris Olympics

Former world athletics
championships medallist
Anju Bobby George (left) shares

a light moment with television
star Divyanka Tripathi and Manu

Bhaker

Former Commonwealth

women's wrestling gold
medallist Geeta Phogat and
Yogeshwar Dutt, 2012 London
Games wrestling bronze winner,
award Lovlina Borgohain, the
Tokyo Olympics women's boxing
medallist, for Special
Recognition in Boxing

Navdeep Singh, Paris
Paralympics gold medal

winner in the men's javelin
throw F41 is felicitated by
Bahadur Singh Sagoo, president,
Athletics Federation of India, as
Deepa Malik, India’s first woman
Paralympics medallist, looks on

who is also Manu Bhaker’s coach.

Team of the vear award went to
the Indian hockey team while the
Federation of the Year award was
also won by Hockey India.

Pix: Ajay Kumas Sunil Husmas
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Oppn conservatives win
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create life-changing treatments.
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you have the opportunity to shape
the future of biotechnology.
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