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Salman Khan, Sanjay
Dutt to play cameo
in Hollywood thriller

Congress over praising Modi
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US actress Kathryn Hahn during
the Film Independent Spirit
Awards in Santa Monica,
California, on Saturday.

Stormy start likely
for newly elected
Delhi House today

New Delhi: The first session
of the newly elected 70-
member Delhi Assembly,

beginning Monday, is
expected to be stormy as
the BJP government is set
to table long-pending 14
CAG reports, which examine
the financial and adminis-
trative performance of the
previous AAP government.

The CAG reports, which are

to be tabled in the House
on February 25, have been
at the centre of a fierce bat-
tle between the BJP and the
AAP, with the former accus-
ing the previous administra-
tion of delaying their
release to hide alleged cor-
ruption. Of the CAG reports,
which are likely to raise a
storm in the House relate to
the excise department,
mohalla clinics and the DTC.
Full report on Page 2

Army Chief embarks
on 5-day France trip

New Delhi: Army Chief Gen.
Upendra Dwivedi will hold
talks with his French coun-
terpart Gen. Pierre Schill in

Paris on Monday focusing
on boosting military coop-
eration between the two
countries. The Army Chief
began a five-day visit to
France on Sunday.

Full report on Page 3

Pope Francis is in
critical condition

Vatican City: Pope Francis
had a quiet night in hospital,
the Vatican said Sunday, the

morning after revealing the
88-year-old was in a “criti-
cal” condition. The Holy See
had reported the news that
the pope had suffered a res-
piratory attack and required
blood transfusions. — AFP
Full report on Page 6

COUNTERPOINT

— AFP
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® Some with ‘slave mentality’ defame our culture, religion: PM
Leaders get foreign backing to
belittle & weaken India: Modi

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, FEB. 23

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said a
section of political leaders
has developed a penchant
for belittling our religion
and culture. They indulge
in dividing the society
and try to weaken the
country with the support
from foreign forces hos-
tile to India.

Laying the foundation
stone for Bageshwar
Dham Medical Science
and Research Institute in
the village of Garha in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhatarpur district, Mr
Modi said, “Nowadays, it
is seen that a section of
political leaders is mak-
ing fun of our religion,
traditions and culture.
They are attempting to
divide the people and
weaken the country and
foreign forces hostile to
India are supporting
them.”

AAP MLAs
unanimously
elect Atishi
as Delhi LoP

AVINASH
PRABHAKAR JHA
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

Former Delhi chief min-
ister Atishi was chosen
as the Leader of the
Opposition at a meeting
of AAP MLAs on
Sunday. AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal and the
party’s 22 MLAs, includ-
ing Kalkaji legislator
Atishi, attended the
meeting at around 1 pm
in the national capital.

AAP’s Delhi unit con-
venor Gopal Rai said by
consensus all AAP
MLAs have chosen Ms
Atishi as the leader of
the House. MLA from
Burari Sanjeev Jha pro-
posed Ms Atishi's name
as the LoP and all MLAs
supported the proposal,
said Mr Rai, who is also
the MLA from
Babarpur.

This is the first time
that a woman Leader of
the Opposition will take
on the woman chief min-
ister in the Delhi
Assembly.

Speaking at a press
conference, Ms Atishi
thanked Mr Kejriwal
and all the MLAs. “The
AAP will show what a
strong opposition’s role
is in the House and will
raise all issues with full
force. AAP will ensure
that BJP fulfils all its
promises as the party in
power. Especially, the
promise to provide
2,500 to women of the
city by March 8,”
she said.

H More on Page 2

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation
stone laying of Bageshwar Dham Medical & Science
Research Institute in Chhatarpur, Madhya Pradesh, on
Sunday. Bageshwar Dham seer Dhirendra Krishna
Shastri is also seen.

Mr Modi said people
who abhorred the Hindu
faith have always existed
in society for centuries.
People with a "slave men-
tality" keep attacking our
faiths, beliefs, religion,
culture, traditions and
temples. They target our

—PTI

festivals, customs and rit-
uals and even dare to
defame the inherently
progressive nature of our
religion and culture.
“Their agenda is to
divide our society and
break its unity. Some
M Turn to Page 4

PM will embark
on trip to Bihar
& Assam today

Patna/ Guwahati, Feb. 23:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be on a two-day
visit to Bihar and Assam
from Monday to attend
several development ini-
tiatives, including the
release of 19th instalment
of cash assistance to farm-
ers in Bhagalpur and the
“Advantage Assam 2.0
Investment and
Infrastructure Summit”
in Guwahati.

The PM will also inau-
gurate key projects,
including the Centre of
Excellence for Indigenous
Breeds in Motihari.

In Assam, Mr Modi will
attend the Jhumoir
Binandini (Mega
Jhumoir) 2025 cultural
event in Guwahati on
Monday. — PTI

Modi lauds India’s Al rise,
Isro’s century, Nari Shakti

® ‘Fight obesity’ m Hails Hansal Mehta, Soliga tribe

SHASHI BHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

Making a strong pitch for
fighting obesity, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday urged people
to use less oil in food and
also pass on the challenge
of reducing oil intake by
10 per cent to 10 others. In
his monthly “Mann ki
Baat” address, the Prime
Minister also called on
people to salute India’s
Nari Shakti, celebrate the
launch of Isro’s 100th
rocket and hailed India’s
rise in artificial intelli-
gence (Al).

In the 119th episode of
the radio broadcast, Mr
Modi said that using less

THE PM also played
out messages from dou-
ble Olympic medallist
javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra and boxing
champion Nikhat Zareen,
who urged people to
adopt healthy lifestyles

oil in food and dealing
with obesity is not just a
personal choice but also
“our” responsibility
towards our family.
“During the opening of
the National Games in
Dehradun, I raised an
important topic, which
has started a new discus-
sion in the country—the
topic is obesity. To
become a fit and healthy

nation, we will certainly
have to deal with the prob-
lem of obesity,” he said.

Quoting a study, Mr
Modi said that one in
every eight people today
is troubled by the prob-
lem of obesity. He said,
“Cases of obesity have
doubled in the past years,
but what is even more
worrying is that the prob-
lem of obesity has
increased fourfold even
among children. WHO
data shows that in 2022,
about 250-crore people
around the world were
overweight.”

The Prime Minister
noted that these statistics
are serious and force all
M Turn to Page 4
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Kohli’s 51st 0DI ton helps India crush Pakistan

Virat Kohli with Axar Patel celebrates his century during the Champions Trophy match

against Pakistan in Dubai on Sunday. Chasing a tricky 242, India rode on Kohli’s 51st
0Dl ton to claim a six-wicket win over their traditional rivals. m Report on Page 8 — PTI

New Cong panel to
decide all aspects
of future elections

Priyanka Vadra tipped to take charge

Gong to focus

on ‘BJP threat’
at Ahmedabad
meet April 8, 9

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

The Congress on Sunday
announced that the
party will hold its AICC
session in Gujarat's
Ahmedabad on April 8
and 9 to deliberate on
the challenges posed by
the BJP’s “anti-people”
policies, its “attack on
the Constitution” and
charting the party’s
future road map.

The session will com-
mence on April 8 with
an extended Congress
Working Committee
meeting, followed by the
AICC delegates’ meeting
on April 9.

Congress general sec-
retary organisation K.C.
Venugopal said the
upcoming session will
serve not only as a plat-
form for crucial deliber-
ations but also as a reaf-
firmation of the
Congress party’s collec-
tive resolve to address
the concerns of the com-
mon people and present
a strong alternative
vision for the nation.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge will
preside over both the
meetings. Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi, and other
senior party leaders will
attend.

H More on Page 3

ASHHAR KHAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

After successive debilitat-
ing defeats in three
Assembly elections in
Haryana, Maharashtra
and Delhi, the Congress
Party is all set to consti-
tute an election manage-
ment committee. This
new body will decide on
all aspects of fighting polls
— from ticket distribution
to election campaign man-
agement to deciding
where and how alliances
can be made. After being
hit by three major set-
backs in recent months,
the Congress is revamp-
ing its entire election
management strategy.

At present the Congress
does not have a cen-
tralised command centre
for taking all decisions.
Instead, there are several
committees doing the job,
and often the roles are

overlapping. These
include the manifesto
committee, screening

committee, central elec-
tion committee, alliance
committee, etc. The idea
is to have a centralised
unit which can take
dynamic decisions. The
new committee will be

Army to deploy Al ‘track & shoot’ at LoC

Primary, secondary cameras to scan thick vegetation to detect, target infiltrators

PAWAN BALI
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

At a time when Pakistan
is sending terrorists to the
Jammu region, the Indian
Army has developed an
Al-based “track and
shoot” weapon system, to
be deployed at the Line of
Control (LoC).

The system, called
TAIWS, has an array of
primary and secondary
cameras to scan the thick
vegetation at the Line of
Control, and carries a
medium machine-gun to
neutralise any terrorist it

caught trying to infiltrate.

The new weapon system
will quickly align, detect,
track and can shoot — all
within 10 milliseconds.
The decision to shoot,
however, will be with the
soldier who will be sitting
in a bunker and not with
the AL The ground-based
weapon  system  has
proved highly effective
during trials at the LoC
and is likely to be
deployed in the coming
months.

The system, TAIWS, was
developed mainly for
deployment at the LoC

Merz’s conservatives to win German
elections but AfD surges: Exit polls

Berlin, Feb. 23: Exit polls
in Germany’s national
election Sunday show
Opposition leader
Friedrich Merz’s conserv-
atives leading, with
Alternative for Germany
heading for the strongest
showing for a far-right
party since World War II.

The exit polls for ARD
and ZDF public television
show Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s center-left Social
Democrats on track for
their worst post war
result in a national parlia-
mentary election, and
expected to be in third
place.
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THE EXIT polls show
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
center-left Social
Democrats on track for
their worst post war
result in a national
parliamentary election

The polls, issued right
after the last polling sta-
tions closed, put support
for Merz’s Union bloc at
28.5-29% and Alternative
for Germany, or AfD, at
19.5-20% — roughly dou-
ble its result from 2021.

They put support for
Scholz’s Social Democrats
at 16-16.5%, far lower than

in the last election. The
environmentalist Greens,
their remaining partners
in the outgoing govern-
ment after Scholz’s three-
party coalition collapsed

in Nov., were on 13.5%.
Out of three smaller par-
ties, one — the hard-left
Left Party — appeared
certain to win seats in par-
liament with 8.5-9% of the
vote. Two other parties,
the pro-business Free
Democrats and the Sahra
Wagenknecht Alliance,
were around the thresh-
old of the 5% support
needed to win seats. — AP
H More on Page 6

THE NEW weapon
system will quickly align,
detect, track and can
shoot — all within 10 mil-
liseconds. The decision
to shoot, however, will
be with the soldier who
will be sitting in a bunker
and not with the Al.

after a need was felt for
such a system to take on
terrorists trying to infil-
trate as part of surveil-
lance and counter-terror-
ism measures.

Col. Ashish Dogra, who
led the team which devel-

—

oped the weapon system,
said that during trials it
was found that the first
round hit probability is
100 per cent. He said that
the platform TAIWS is
divided into two parts —
primary platform and sec-
ondary platform. “So, the
primary platform is with
a weapon system which is
a medium machine-gun
with a range of 1.8 km and
with a primary sighting
system, which has a day
camera with 40x optical
zoom and a thermal image
camera which sees in the
night with a range of

around 2 km,” he said.

The primary sighting
system is Al-enabled,
which is constantly per-
forming surveillance of
the whole area and it is
able to track and pick up
any movement.

However, where TAIWS
is different from similar
weapons deployed by
other countries like Israel
is that it also has a net-
work of secondary cam-
eras to detect movement.

“What happens when
something is not visible
from the primary camera.
M Turn to Page 4

Tourists enjoy shikara rides on Dal Lake in Srinagar on Sunday with the snow-covered

et

Zabarwan mountains in the backdrop after recent snowfall in the upper reaches of
the Valley. Even though the winter is over half way through in Kashmir, the region has
experienced very little snowfall this year and, as a result, its economy, dependent on
horticulture and tourism, faces a severe challenge.
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— PTI

THE TEST of the new
committee will come
with the upcoming
Assembly polls in Bihar.
The panel will also
aim to balance caste,
regional and factional
equations when
selecting candidates.

called the Election
Management Committee
(EMC). The EMC will also
take into account reports
from Pradesh Election
Committees (PECs) and
conduct internal surveys
before taking any deci-
sions. The committee will
also aim to balance caste,
regional and factional
equations when selecting
candidates.

The test of the new com-
mittee will come with the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in Bihar later this
year. Many leaders have
said that the proposed
election management
committee should be
headed by Wayanad Lok
Sabha MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. A senior
leader in the know of
developments said, on
condition of anonymity:
“This committee will be
M Turn to Page 4

3 bungalows are
shortlisted for

new residence of
CM Rekha Gupta

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

With a new government
in power in Delhi, the
public works depart-
ment (PWD) has report-
edly shortlisted three
residential accommoda-
tion options for Delhi
chief minister Rekha
Gupta. Two of these
bungalows are located in
central Delhi and the
third is along Rajpur
Road in north Delhi.
Officials said all of these
have been shortlisted

after undertaking
repairs.
“These bungalows

have been shortlisted
from our residential
pool but are not finalised
yet. These will be offered
to the new CM and she
may visit the houses to
finalise the one she
seems fit. The finalised
house will then be
approved and allocated
through the general
administration depart-
ment. We are not sure by
when the CM will
finalise the house,” a
PWD official said.

As far as the new offi-
cial residence of Ms
Gupta is concerned, offi-
cials said that the three
options are compliant
with security measures
under the Z-category
cover that has been
provided to the chief
minister.

M More on Page 2
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Criminal wanted for
2022 robbery held

New Delhi: A man wanted
for allegedly looting jew-
ellery, cash and phones at
gunpoint in Delhi’s
Samaypur Badli area in 2022
was arrested by the Delhi
police, an official said on
Sunday. Sunder Paswan,
who has multiple cases of
robbery, burglary and mur-
der, was arrested by the
crime branch near GB Pant
Hospital on Friday. He had
been absconding for over
two years after obtaining
interim bail, the official said.
In 2022, he and his three
associates looted 3.5 lakh,
gold jewellery and mobile
phones in Samaypur Badli.
“After securing interim bail
during his trial, he evaded
surrender by frequently
changing locations. A non-
bailable warrant was issued
against him. Acting on
secret information, a team
apprehended him in Delhi,”
the officer said. During
interrogation, Paswan
admitted to his involvement
in multiple criminal cases,
he added.

BJP ministers flag
off various projects

New Delhi: Delhi minister
Parvesh Verma flagged off
varioys projects of PWD on
Sunday. Mr Verma, the PWD
minister, inaugurated the
strengthening work on Ring
Road. He also inspected and
reviewed the progress of the
Barapullah extradosed
bridge project and directed
the project team to expedite
the execution work. During
his inspection, he also
inspected Moolchand Pump
House. Apart from him, vari-
ous ministers and legisla-
tures also flagged off vari-
ous projects in their respec-
tive jurisdictions. MLA Satish
Upadhyay inaugurated the
strengthening work of Outer
Ring Road in Malviya Nagar
while Tri Nagar MLA Tilak
Ram Gupta inaugurated the
strengthening work of Ring
Road from Prembari Pul to
Punjabi Bagh crossing.

Associate of Neeraj
Bawana gang held

New Delhi: A suspected
associate of the Neeraj
Bawana gang was arrested
from the Hari Nagar area, a
Delhi police official said on
Sunday. Deepak Sharma (28)
had been declared a pro-
claimed offender in an Arms
Act case, he added. The
police received information
that Sharma was hiding in
Hari Nagar where he was
expected to meet an associ-
ate. Acting on the tip-off,
they launched an operation
and nabbed the accused on
February 20, the official
said. Sharma has a history of
criminal activities and is a
close associate of key
Bawana gang member
Rakesh alias Sunny, he said.
The arrested accused is fac-
ing seven cases related to
snatching and Arms Act vio-
lations, registered across
several police stations in
Dwarka, he added.

ATISHI: MCD WILL
REGULARISE 12K
ON CONTRACT

New Delhi: The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
will regularise 12,000 con-
tractual workers in its House
meeting on Tuesday, AAP
leader Atishi said. Hitting
back, the BJP said that,
while being in power in the
Delhi government, Atishi
used to make false promises,
and she continues to do so
even today. During a press
conference alongside MCD
mayor Mahesh Khinchi,
deputy mayor Ravinder
Bharadwaj, and Leader of
the House Mukesh Goel, for-
mer Delhi chief minister
Atishi announced the deci-
sion, stating the AAP is com-
mitted to regularising tem-
porary workers in the party-
led MCD. “In the last two
years, we have made 4,500
(contractual) workers per-
manent. Now, in the MCD
House meeting on February
25, we are set to regularise
12,000 more employees
across all departments,
including sanitation workers,
junior engineers, senior engi-
neers, gardeners, and other
contractual staff,” she said.
Atishi also drew a parallel
with the AAP’s governance
in Punjab, where temporary
teachers are being made
permanent, reinforcing the
party’s commitment to work-
ers’ rights. “AAP delivers on
its promises. This decision
will be the biggest of its
kind in the city’s history,”
she added.
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® ‘Will ensure BJP fulfils promises, especially ¥2.5K aid for women’

Atishi becomes 1st woman
to be LoP in Delhi Assembly

F1T
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AVINASH PRABHAKAR
JHA
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

Former Delhi chief minis-
ter and MLA from Kalkaji
constituency Atishi was
chosen as the Leader of
the Opposition in the
Delhi Assembly at a meet-
ing of AAP MLAS here on
Sunday. With this, Ms At-
ishi becomes the first wo-
man to hold the post. AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal
was also part of the meet-
ing of the party's 22 MLAs
where Atishi was picked.
During the meeting,
AAP's Delhi unit convenor
Gopal Rai said by consen-
sus all AAP MLAs have
chosen Ms Atishi as the
Leader of the House.
Burari MLA Sanjeev Jha
proposed Ms Atishi’s
name as LoP and all MLAs
supported the proposal,
said Mr Rai, who is also
the MLA from Babarpur.
Speaking at a press con-
ference, Ms Atishi
thanked the party chief

Former Delhi chief minister and AAP leader with mayor
Mahesh Khichi addresses a press conference in New

Delhi on Sunday.

Arvind Kejriwal and all
the MLAs.

“AAP will show what a
strong Opposition’s role is
in the House and will raise
all issues with full force.
AAP will ensure that the
BJP fulfils all its promises
as the party in power.
Specifically, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

— PTI

ATISHI SAID, ‘AAP will
show what a strong
Opposition’s role is in the
House and will raise all
issues with full force’

promise to provide %2,500
to women in the city by
March 8. We promise that
we will make the Rekha
Gupta-led BJP govern-

Govt exchequer left empty
by previous regime: Gupta

SHASHI BHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

Delhi chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Sunday
claimed that the previous
AAP government had left
an “empty public excheq-
uer” before the BJP dis-
pensation, and assured
that 2,500 monthly finan-
cial assistance for women
would be implemented
with detailed planning.

Ms Gupta raised con-
cerns over “empty public
exchequer” soon after att-
ending a meeting of the
BJP legislators at the pa-
rty’s Pt. Pant Marg Office.
The meeting was called to
discuss the party’s floor
strategy for the first ses-
sion of the newly-consti-
tuted 8th Delhi Asse-mbly,
scheduled from Monday.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the meeting,
the newly-appointed chief
minister said several
rounds of discussions
have been held with the
officers over the imple-
mentation of the “Mahila
Samridhi Yojna” under
which %2,500 per month is
to be paid to the eligible
women in Delhi.

“The condition which
the (previous) government
has left for us... When we
sat with officers to review

Woman’s hody
found in toilet,
one arrested

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

A woman’s body was
found stuffed in a sack
inside a public toilet in
Ashok Vihar area of
northwest Delhi, an offi-
cial said on Sunday.

The police claimed to
have solved the blind
murder case and arrest-
ed a 50-year-old man.

“On Saturday, the
police responded to a
call and discovered body
of a 22-year-old woman,
later  identified as
Nandni alias Kallo, a
vagabond from
Gudmandi in Model
Town. An FIR was regis-
tered and further inves-
tigation was taken up.
Multiple teams were
deployed to crack the
case,” said the senior
police officer.

minister Amit Shah in New Delhi.

the financial status of the
current government, we
found that the government
exc-hequer was empty,”
Ms Gupta said on a ques-
tion about the preparation
to implement the scheme.
She, however, assured that
the scheme will be imple-
mented with detailed
planning.

The chief minister
stressed that the BJP gov-
ernment was focused on
its job at hand to serve the
people and attacked the
AAP saying its “work and
vision” has already been
seen by the people in the
last decade.

Mr Gupta also said that
the most important thing

Complete desilf

Delhi chief minister Rekha Gupta meets Union home

— PTI

of the three-day session
was the tabling of the 14
CAG reports. “Every sin-
gle rupee of the hard-
earned money of the pub-
lic that was misused by
the previous governments,
will be accounted for,” the
chief minister said.

Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva said
that the BJP govern-
ment’s only agenda is to
ensure ‘Viksit Delhi’ and
alleviate the pains and
problems of the people.

The focus of the meeting
was also on evolving a me-
chanism for better coordi-
nation between the govern-
ment and the party organi-
sation in the coming days.

ment fulfil this promise.”

The first session of the
Delhi Assembly will begin
on February 24. In the
three-day session, the rul-
ing BJP government has
said that pending CAG
reports against the per-
formance of the previous
AAP government will be
tabled in the House.

On the expected tabling
of CAG reports, Ms Atishi
said it is a routine proce-
dure and that she had sent
these reports to the House
as CM.

Mr Kejriwal, in a post on
X, said, “I congratulate
Atishi ji for being elected
as Leader of AAP in the
House. AAP will play the
role of constructive
Opposition in the interest
of the people of Delhi.”

The BJP ousted AAP
from power in Delhi, win-
ning 48 of the 70 seats in
the assembly polls held on
February 5. Mr Kejriwal,
Mr Sisodia and several top
leaders of the party lost
their seats in the polls.

Delhi GM meets
Shah, Rajnath
& other leaders

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

Delhi chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Sunday
met Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah at his res-
idence in New Delhi.
The chief minister fur-
ther met Union defense
minister Rajnath Singh.

In a social media post,
Mr Shah said that the
people of Delhi have
shown unwavering faith
in the leadership and
public welfare policies of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He
added that keeping their
trust intact, the tenure of
Ms Gupta as a chief min-
ister will definitely take
Delhi to new heights and
will fulfil the aspirations
of the people.

Mr Singh extended his
best wishes to her to
take Delhi on the path of
development and good
governance.

Later in the day she
first called on the Union
health minister Jagat Pr-
akash Nadda, then met
the Union commerce mi-
nister Piyush Goyal, fol-
lowed by a meeting with
the Union minister for
housing & urban affairs
and power, Manohar Lal
Khattar, at their respec-
tive residences.

ing of 24 drains

by May 31: NGT tells govt dept

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

To prevent flooding dur-
ing monsoon, the National
Green Tribunal has
directed the irrigation
and flood control depart-
ment of the Delhi govern-
ment to submit an under-
taking that the desilting
works of 24 drains in the
national capital will be
completed by May 31. The
green body was hearing
the issue of desilting of
the 24 drains, which fall in
the Yamuna.

The tribunal directed
the additional chief secre-
tary to appear virtually on
the next date of hearing to
inform the tribunal about
adhering to the timeline
and ensuring there was no
flooding during the mon-
soon. The matter has been
posted for further pro-

Man smuggling 6.08 crore
gold necklace nabbed at IGI

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

A man who was smug-
gling in a gold necklace
studded with diamonds
worth %6.08 crore was
arrested upon arrival at
the IGI Airport from
Bangkok, officials here
said on Sunday.

Detailed examination of
the baggage and personal
search of the passenger
resulted in the recovery
of a diamond-studded
gold necklace weighing 40
grams, having a total
value of %6,08,97,329 (Rs

4’*

A gold necklace being
recovered by the customs
department at the IGI
Airport in New Delhi.

6.08 crore), the Delhi cus-
toms said in a post on X.

THE TRIBUNAL direct-
ed the additional chief
secretary to appear vir-
tually on the next date
of hearing to inform the
tribunal about adhering
to the timeline

ceedings on February 27.

In a recent order, the
bench of NGT chairper-
son Justice Prakash
Shrivastava noted that the
I&FCD had submitted a
report dated February 20
about the status of desilt-
ing the drains along with
details regarding the
timeline for completion of
the work.

According to the report,
the timeline for completing
the desilting work across
all drains is May 31. Most
of the work has been com-
pleted by February 14 in
Moat drain of Vijay Ghat

(84.92 per cent), followed by
Civil-Military drain (78.51
per cent), Maharani Bagh
drain (50.24 per cent), Abul
Fazal drain (49.21 per cent),
Kushak drain (48.93 per
cent), Tuglakabad drain
(37.34 per cent) and
Sunehri Pul drain (36.87
per cent).

The bench, also compris-
ing judicial member
Justice Sudhir Agarwal
and expert member A.
Senthil Vel, said :”It has
been pointed out that if
the desilting work is not
completed by the I&FCD
within the timeline then
this year monsoon will
start and the residents of
the colony from where
these drains are flowing
may face the same flood-
ing or overflowing prob-
lem of these drains which
they had faced in the pre-
vious monsoon.”

Stormy scenes expected in
Delhi Assembly Ist session

CAG reports, Sheesh Mahal issues to be raised

SANJAY KAW
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

The first session of the
newly elected 70-member
Delhi Assembly, begin-
ning Monday, is expected
to be stormy as the BJP
government is set to table
long-pending 14 CAG
reports, which examine
the financial and adminis-
trative performance of
the previous AAP govern-
ment in the national capi-
tal.

The CAG reports, which
are to be tabled in the
House on February 25,
have been at the centre of
a fierce battle between the
BJP and the AAP, with the
former accusing the previ-
ous administration of
delaying their release to
hide alleged corruption.
The reports relate to the
excise department, mohal-
la clinics and the Delhi
transport corporation. A
few reports had been sent
to the Delhi government
way back in August 2023.

The nod to table the CAG
reports, which were pend-
ing since the tenure of the
previous AAP govern-
ment, was given by CM
Rekha Gupta in the first
Cabinet meeting she
chaired after taking oath .
Ms Gupta has also hinted
that the CAG reports
could bring uncomfort-
able revelations for the
Opposition. “They are
worried that once the
CAG reports are tabled,
many records will be
exposed,” she remarked.

During the AAP’s
tenure, Rohini MLA
Vijender Gupta, who is all
set to be elected as the
Speaker of the new

Assembly, along with six
other BJP legislators had
filed a petition in the high
court last year, seeking its
direction to the Speaker to
call a session of the
Assembly for tabling the
CAG reports. Mr Gupta
had also accused the AAP
government of deliberate-
ly withholding the reports
out of fear that those
would expose the corrup-
tion within the adminis-
tration.

Some BJP legislators are
likely to raise the issue
related to the renovation
of 6, Flag Staff Road bun-
galow, which was the resi-
dence of Arvind Kejriwal
during his tenure as the
chief minister and was
dubbed the “Sheesh
Mahal” by the saffron
party to highlight the
alleged corruption in the
run-up to the Delhi elec-
tions. The bungalow was
allotted to Mr Kejriwal in
2015 and is owned by the
Delhi government’s pub-
lic works department.

BJP MLA Arvinder Singh Lovely and other leaders at the
BJP office in New Delhi on Sunday.

— PTI

On October 14, 2024, Mr
Gupta, who was the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Delhi Legislative
Assembly then, had filed a
complaint  with  the
Central vigilance commis-
sion alleging illegal con-
struction at 6, Flagstaff
Road bungalow, following
which the CPWD was
asked to conduct an
inquiry into the allega-
tions of irregularities in
the construction of the
bungalow.

As per the Legislative
Assembly bulletin, the
first session of the eighth
Delhi Assembly will begin
on Monday, with newly
elected MLAs taking oath
at about 11 am, followed
by the Speaker’s election
at 2 pm. Lieutenant-gover-
nor V.K. Saxena will
address the House on
Tuesday before the CAG
reports are tabled. The
session will resume on
February 27 for discus-
sions on the motion of
thanks.

Delhi lieutenant-governor V.K. Saxena during the inauguration of DDA’s flower festi-

val ‘Palaash 2025’ in New Delhi.

Gowrt slams police, refuses
charges against AAP’s Jha

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

Pulling up the probe offi-
cer for the delay in inves-
tigation, a Delhi court has
refused to take cogni-
sance of a chargesheet
against former AAP MLA
Rituraj Govind Jha and
others in a case of
allegedly defying police
order during a protest in
March 2024.

Additional chief judi-
cial magistrate Paras
Dalal said even if it was
assumed that he dis-
obeyed the order, such
disobedience was not
shown to have caused any
obstruction, annoyance
or injury, to any person.

In a recent order, the
court said: “Even if it
assumed that proposed
accused persons dis-
obeyed the order of the
ACP, Aman Vihar, such

3 bungalows shortlisted for

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

The public works depart-
ment has reportedly
shortlisted three residen-
tial accommodation
options for Delhi’s chief
minister Rekha Gupta.
Two of these residential
bungalows are located in
central Delhi and the third
is along Rajpur Road in
north Delhi. Officials said
all of these have been
shortlisted after undertak-
ing repairs.

“These bungalows have
been shortlisted from our
residential pool but are

not finalised yet. These
will be offered to the new
CM and she may visit the
houses to finalise the one
she seems fit. The
finalised house will then
be approved and allocated
through the general
administration depart-
ment. We are not sure by
when the CM will finalise
the house,” a PWD official
said.

As far as the new official
residence of Ms Gupta is
concerned, officials said
that the three options are
compliant with security
measures under the Z-cat-
egory cover that has been

provided to the CM. A sen-
ior official said there is a
specific criteria that needs
to be followed while select-
ing the CM residence .
“For instance, we have to
see the number of entries
and exits, an open congre-
gation area for events (like
a lawn), segregated resi-
dential and office space
and segregated servant
quarters ete.”

The officials are looking
for a house for the CM as
the senior BJP leaders
have made it clear that Ms
Gupta will not reside at
the 6, Flag Staff Road bun-
galow, which was the resi-

+

disobedience is not shown
to have caused or tended
to cause obstruction, ann-
oyance or injury, or risk of
obstruction, annoyance or
injury, to any person law-
fully employed. Since no
offence has been made out
from the police report,
this court declines to take
cognisance of the
offence.”

On March 24, 2024, Mr
Jha, along with councilor
Ravindra Bhardwaj and
other workers of the
AAP, gathered and start-
ed protesting when the
model code of conduct
was in effect and they
tried to burn effigy of the
Prime Minister and
Enforcement Directorate.
The accused were
detained for defying
police order and were
charged under section 188
(disobedience to order of
a public servant) IPC.

new CM

dence of Arvind Kejriwal
during his tenure as the
chief minister and was
dubbed the “Sheesh
Mahal” by the saffron
party to highlight alleged
corruption in the run-up
to the Delhi elections. The
bungalow was allotted to
Mr Kejriwal in 2015 and is
owned by the Delhi gov-
ernment’s public works
department.

Ms Gupta has herself
said that she will not be
moving into the “Sheesh
Mahal”. She currently
lives in her private resi-
dence in Shalimar Bagh,
her home constituency.

— PTI

Motorcyclist
dies, 1 hurt
after falling

from flyover

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 24

A 27-year-old man died
and his relative sus-
tained serious injuries
after their motorcycle
plunged off the Geeta
Colomy flyover in
Delhi’s Shahdara on
Sunday noon, an official
said.

According to the
police, a PCR call was
received at 3:02 pm,
reporting that two peo-
ple on a motorcycle had
fallen from the flyover
and were rushed to the
hospital by bystanders.

“Upon arrival at the
scene, teams found a
damaged motorcycle at
the accident site,” said
the police officer.

The victims were iden-
tified as Sonu (27), of
Sarita Vihar and anoth-
er Sonu from Bhagirathi
Vihar.

Both were transported
to Dr Hedgewar Arogya
Sansthan, where the
younger Sonu was
declared brought dead,
while the other
remained unconscious.

“Medical examination
confirmed that both
were under the influ-
ence of alcohol at the
time of the accident.
Preliminary inquiries
revealed that the two
men were maternal
uncle (mama) and
nephew (bhanja) travel-
ing from Bhagirathi
Vihar to Sarita Vihar

when the accident
occurred,” said the
officer.
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61 ambassadors will
visit Assam: Himanta

Guwabhati/Jorhat: Over 60
heads of missions of differ-
ent countries will be on a
trip to Assam from Sunday,
during which they are set to
visit the Kaziranga National
Park, withess a mega Jhumur
dance performance and
attend a business summit in
an endeavour by the state
government to showcase its
potential, chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said.
External affairs minister S.
Jaishankar is leading the del-
egation of ambassadors for
the trip during which the
focus of the state govern-
ment will be to highlight the
peaceful atmosphere here so
that the countries which
have negative travel adviso-
ry against the state are con-
vinced to withdraw it, Mr
Sarma added. Addressing a
press conference at
Guwahati, the CM said,
“External affairs minister S.
Jaishankar, along with heads
of missions of 61 countries
and families of about 22 of
them, will reach Jorhat
today.” — PTI

Punjabi actress Sonia
Mann joins AAP

Chandigarh: Punjabi actress
Sonia Mann on Sunday
joined the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in the presence of
party’s national convener
Arvind Kejriwal in Delhi. Mr
Kejriwal, along with other
AAP leaders, welcomed
Mann into the party, said a
party statement. “Mann, the
daughter of Kirti Kisan Union
leader Baldev Singh has
been actively involved in
social service for a long time
and often raises important
social and political issues
through social media,” the
AAP said. Mann on her part
said that she is “impressed
by the work of the Aam
Aadmi Party government in
Punjab”. “I decided to join
the AAP. | felt that only this
party could provide me with
an opportunity to work for
people,” she said. — PT/

Punjab ASI among 2
arrested for extortion

Chandigarh: An assistant
sub-inspector of police was
among two arrested in con-

nection with an extortion
racket busted by the Punjab
police. Surjit Singh, the ASI,

was posted in Batala. He has
been dismissed from service.
The other arrested accused
has been identified as Ankus
Maini. In a major break-
through, Batala police bust a
major extortion racket run
by US-based Gurdev Jassal
and apprehended two per-
sons, director general of
police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav
said in a post on X on
Sunday. Jassal’s associates
fired at the petrol pump of a
Kalanaur-based businessman
with an intention to intimi-
date and extort him. “After
continuous threat calls and
demand of %1 crore, the busi-
nessman eventually paid ¥50
lakh February 11,” Mr Yadav
said. Singh and Maini were
held for their involvement in
and distribution of extortion
funds, he said. — PT/

‘HALF OF WORLD
DEVOTEES TOOK
DIP AT KUMBH’

Agra/Mahakumbh Nagar,
Feb. 23: Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday said 62 crore devo-

tees have come to Maha

Kumbh so far, and out of

about 120 crore Sanatan
Dharma followers in the
world, half of them have
already taken the
holy dip.

Addressing the i)
seers in the pres- | -

ence of Kamkoti || & >
Peethadheeswar | {\a ;.
Jagadguru NI
Shankaracharya ;’&/
Shankar Vijayendra Yogi
Saraswati Maharaj  Adityanath
at the Maha
Kumbh Mela Mahotsav held

at Mahakumbh Nagar, the

CM said, “Which is that reli-
gion and sect in the world
where such a large number
of devotees are coming and
expressing their faith within
a specific time frame?” He
said, “This (Kumbh) has
become a medium for the
followers of Sanatan Dharma

to express their gratitude

towards their seers, the
‘rishi’ tradition of India, their
‘dev’ tradition and their fes-
tivals and celebrations.” Mr
Adityanath said Sri Kanchi
Kamakoti Peeth has always
been at the forefront of pro-
moting Sanatan Dharma.
“The wide influence of this
peeth across the country
strengthens Sanatan
Dharma,” Mr Adityanath

said. — PT/

Army Chief
on France
visit to boost
defence ties

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

Army Chief Gen.
Upendra Dwivedi will
hold wide-ranging talks
with his French counter-
part Gen. Pierre Schill
in Paris on Monday
focusing on boosting
military  cooperation
between the two coun-
tries. The Army chief
began a 5-day visit to
France on Sunday with
an aim to strengthen
India-France military
collaboration.

At Les Invalides, Paris,
the day will begin with a
guard of honour fol-
lowed by discussions
with Gen. Schill, Cemat
(Chef d’Etat-Major de
I’Armée de Terre). The
meeting aims to foster
stronger military ties.
Gen. Dwivedi will also
visit the Ecole Militaire
for a briefing on future
combat command (CCF),
the technical section of
the French Army (Stat),
and the battle lab Terre
at Versailles.

On February 25, Gen.
Dwivedi will travel to
Marseille to visit the 3rd
Division of the French
Army, focusing on
Shakti, bilateral train-
ing, and the scorpion
modernisation pro-
gramme. On February
26, he will witness a live
firing demonstration of
the scorpion division in
Carpiagne.

On February 27, the
Army Chief will visit
the Neuve Chapelle
Indian War memorial to
lay a solemn wreath in
honour of the fallen
Indian soldiers who par-
ticipated in World War 1.

The visit aims to
enhance military collab-
oration and explore new
avenues of cooperation
with France.

Artistes perform at Indira Gandhi Athletic Stadium in Guwahatl on Sunday durlng a
rehearsal for “Jhumoir Binandini”, an attempt to set a world record for the largest
participation in a Jhumoir dance event, ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

visit.

— PTI

In Modi’s paathsala, BJP MPs,

MLASs get pubhc bondmg tips

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, FEB. 23

The historic Minto Hall,
rechristened as Kusha-
bhau Thakre
International Convention
Centre, here on Sunday
turned into a classroom
for the BJP lawmakers
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tutoring
them how to remain con-
nected with their respec-
tive constituents ‘round-
the-year’.

Mr Modi, who began a
two-day tour to Madhya
Pradesh in the afternoon,
was seen moving from
table to table where MLAs
and MPs were seated,
sharing tips with them on
how to connect with the
people and win their con-
fidence. “The lawmakers
must realise that they are
‘jan sevaks’ (public ser-
vants), and should behave
like a ‘jan sevak’. They
should endeavour to be a
good political person by
being accessible to the
people in all situations to
solve their problems”, he
told them.

People durmg the foundatlon stone laying of Bageshwar
Dham Medical & Science Research Institute by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhatarpur.

Mr Modi also tipped
them off on how to keep in
touch with the people in
their respective con-
stituencies regularly.

“The PM made us feel
like our guardian by giv-
ing valuable tips on how
to become a good lawmak-
er”, a BJP MLA told this
newspaper while emerg-
ing from the Convention
Centre.

No mobile phone or any
electronic gadget was
allowed into the Centre
and the media’s entry into

- PTI

the venue of the meeting
was also barred.

All the 163 BJP MLAs, 36
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha members of the
party from  Madhya
Pradesh and some BJP
leaders attended the
“Paathsala” (classroom)
of Mr Modi. Later, Mr
Modi had dinner with
them.

The PM is scheduled to
inaugurate the two-day
Global Investors Summit
here on Monday before
winding up his tour to MP.

Merc-for-posts claim mars Marathi fest

‘Gaye Guzare log’: Uddhay slams Neelam Gorhe for controversial remark

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBAI, FEB. 23

The annual Marathi liter-
ary meet held at New
Delhi found itself in a con-
troversy over the allega-
tions levelled by Eknath
Shinde-led Shiv Sena
leader Neelam Gorhe,
who, while speaking at the
event, said that posts in
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
party were obtained
through monetary means,
including gifting  of
Mercedes cars.

Speaking at the 98th All
India Marathi Literary
Festival held in New
Delhi, Ms Gorhe, the
deputy chairperson of the
Maharashtra Vidhan

Parishad (Legislative
Council), claimed that
positions within Shiv

Sena (UBT) were secured
through monetary means,
including the gifting of
Mercedes cars. “If you
gave two Mercedes you
would get one post,” she
said during a chat at the
Sammelan. The 70-year-
old Gorhe is a four-time
Shiv Sena MLC and had
joined Shinde in July 2023.

Her comments evoked an
angry reaction from the
Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders,
who questioned her
claims. “My party has
never asked me for a sin-
gle rupee. I rose from
being an ordinary worker
in rural areas to LoP in

Assam university
chancellor sent
to 14-day custody

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
GUWAHATI, FEB. 23

The chancellor of the
University of Science and
Technology, Meghalaya
(USTM), Mahbabul
Hoque, arrested on
charges of promising stu-
dents to allow unfair
means in exams, has been
remanded to judicial cus-
tody by a local court in
Sribhumi  district of
Assam.

Mr Hoque, along with
five teachers of a school
in Pathakandi of the dis-
trict, were sent to 14 days
judicial custody after a
late-night hearing by the
local court on Saturday,
advocates appearing in
the case said.

The USTM chancellor,
who also runs the ERD
Foundation that operates
various educational insti-
tutions, including a
school in Patharkandi,
was arrested from his
Guwahati residence in
the early hours on
Saturday and taken to
Sribhumi.

The five teachers of the
school were also arrested
after allegations emerged
on Friday that students
from other districts were
appearing for their Class
12 CBSE board exams
there, following “assur-
ance of use of unfair
means for them to score
high marks”.

4’*

FIVE TEACHERS of the
school were also arrest-
ed after exam unfair
means allegations
emerged on Friday

The ERD Foundation
was founded by Mr
Hoque, a Muslim of
Bengali origin from
Assam’s Sribhumi dis-
trict in the Barak
Valley.

USTM is the founda-
tion’s flagship institute,
of which Mr Hoque is
also the chancellor.

Mr Hoque, who also
runs the first private
medical college of
Northeast, has been at the
receiving end of several
attacks by Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, allegedly for wag-
ing a “flood jihad” against
Assam by constructing
massive campus of USTM
by cutting hills of neigh-
bouring state of
Meghalaya.

Mr Hoque was arrested
a day after Assam chief
minister alleged that
USTM is “fraudulent”
and that it is issuing
“fake certificates” and
degrees” to students,
prompting the university
to deny these charges.

After Mr Hoque’s arrest,
the Assam chief minister
said, “We have been keep-
ing a watch over the activ-
ities of some educational
mafia in the state.

the Council. If what
Gorhe said was true, there
would have been a line of
Mercedes vehicles at
Matoshree (the Bandra
residence of Uddhav
Thackeray),” said Amba-
das Danve, who is Leader
of the Opposition in
Vidhan Parishad.

In his sharp reply, Mr
Thackeray said, “I don’t
want to respond to gaye
guzare log (good-for-noth-
ing people). I don’t take
cognizance.”

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Sanjay Raut
dashed off a letter to the
literary meet organisers
seeking explanation and
apology. The event was
held under political pres-

Budget will be
tabled in Maha
House March 10

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, FEB. 23

The Mahayuti govern-
ment in Maharashtra
will table its first budget
on March 10 after win-
ning a thumping victory
in the Assembly election
last November.

The business advisory
committee (BAC) in a
meeting held on Sunday
finalised that the budget
session will be held from
March 3 to March 26 in
Mumbai. However, the
Opposition parties have
objected to the duration
of the budget, arguing
that it is of five weeks,
but the incumbent gov-
ernment has kept it for
only three weeks.

The meeting of the
BAC for state Legislative
Assembly and Legis-
lative Council was held
at the state legislature.

sure, Mr Raut said.

In his letter to Usha
Tambe, chairperson of the
AKhil Bharatiya Marathi
Sahitya Mahamandal, Mr
Raut said, “Numerous top-
ics discussed at the 98th
Literary Meet were unre-
lated to literature. It
appears that the event was
held under some political
pressure. The platform of
the Sahitya Mahamandal
was grossly misused.”

An apology should be
tendered for hosting such
events, he said. Mr Raut
also claimed Ms Gorhe
told reporters she paid %50
lakh to participate in the
programme and had gifted
a Mercedes car to Usha
Tambe.

Cong will hold AICC
meet April 8-9 in Guj

BJP’s ‘anti-people policies’, Constitution on agenda

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

The Congress on Sunday
announced that it will
hold its AICC session in
Gujarat’s Ahmedabad on
April 8 and 9 to deliberate
on the challenges posed by
the BJP’s “anti-people”
policies, its alleged attack
on the Constitution and
charting the party’s
future road map. The ses-
sion will commence on
April 8 with an extended
Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meet-
ing, followed by the AICC
delegates’ meeting on
April 9.

In a statement, Congress
general secretary, in-
charge organisation, K.C.
Venugopal, said the
upcoming session will
serve not only as a plat-
form for crucial delibera-
tions but also as a reaffir-
mation of the Congress
party’s collective resolve
to address the concerns of
the common people and

Loan interest
to be refunded
for SHGs, says
Odisha CM

AGE CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR, FEB. 23

In a landmark move
aimed at empowering
women, Odisha chief
minister Mohan Majhi
announced the refund of
interest on loans taken
by Self Help Groups
(SHGS) across the state.
The announcement was
made at the inaugura-
tion of the nine-day
“Subhadra Shakti Mela”
here at Janata Maidan
on Saturday evening,
signaling  significant
financial relief for over
three lakh SHGs.

According to the
announcement, the
interest on loans up to
%10 lakh will be refunded
to the respective groups,
a decision set to be
implemented in the
financial year 2024-25.
This initiative under-
scores the state govern-
ment’s commitment to
enhancing the financial
autonomy of women-led
SHGs, which play a vital
role in rural develop-
ment and community
empowerment.

The state will forgo
%300 crore in interest as
part of this measure,
aimed at alleviating
financial burdens and
enabling SHGs to rein-
vest in their ventures.

THE CONGRESS will
launch a massive public
outreach campaign
called “Samvidhan
Bachao” and “Rashtriya
Padayatra” soon,
Venugopal said

present a strong alterna-
tive vision for the nation.
“This significant gather-
ing will bring together
AICC delegates from
across the nation to delib-
erate on the challenges
posed by the anti-people
policies and the relentless
attack on the Constitution
and its values by the BJP,
while charting the party’s
future course of action,”
Mr Venugopal said.
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge will
preside over both the
meetings, which will be
attended by Congress

Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, Leader of the

Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, all

chief ministers of the
Congress-ruled states,
national office bearers,
senior party leaders, and
other AICC delegates, Mr
Venugopal added.

This AICC session is
being convened as a con-
tinuation of the resolu-
tions adopted at the
Belagavi Extended CWC
meeting (Nava Satya-
graha Baithak), which
commemorated the 100th
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi’s presidency at
the 1924 Congress session,
he said.

Recognising the urgent
need to preserve, protect,
and promote the legacy of
Mahatma Gandhi, Bhim-
rao Ambedkar, and the
Constitution, it was decid-
ed that between January
26, 2025 and January 26,
2026, the Congress will
launch a massive, nation-
wide public outreach cam-
paign called the
“Samvidhan Bachao
Rashtriya Padayatra”, Mr
Venugopal recalled.

‘Folly to be wise...:
Tharoor’s cryptic
post amid Cong rift
P F”

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

The tension between
Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor and the party-
high command shows no
signs of easing. Mr
Tharoor declined to com-
ment further on the inter-
nal party criticism he
faced after praising the
Kerala government’s poli-
cies in an article and

acknowledged Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s US visit.

“No comments at all. Go
watch the match; it’s ani-
mportant match today,”
the Thiruvananthapuram
MP said when questioned
byreporters at New Delhi
airport on Sunday.

Mr Tharoor had earlier

posted poet Thomas
Gray’s quote: “Where
ignorance is bliss, ‘tis
folly to be wise.”

Defending his stance, he
stated, “For 16 years, I
have been in politics.
When any government
does something right, it
should be acknowledged,
and when it fails, it
should be criticised.”

His remarks followed an
interview with a
Malayalam podcast,
reported by a leading
English daily. Mr Tharoor
warned that if Congress

7 held for murder of man
linked to FIR against KCR

Hyderabad, Feb. 23: Seven
persons were arrested in
Jayashankar Bhupalpally
district of Telangana in
connection with the mur-
der of a man, who had
filed a complaint against
former chief minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and
others, alleging corrup-
tion in the Kaleshwaram
irrigation project, police
said on Sunday.

Based on investigation
so far, the police said N.
Rajalingamurthy (50), was
stabbed to death over a
land dispute with the
accused, on February 19
when he was going on a
bike in Jayashankar
Bhupalpally town.

Rajalingamurthy had a
dispute with the accused
over an acre of land and
both sides approached a
court, superintendent of

police Kiran Khare told
reporters.

Based on credible infor-
mation, the police appre-
hended seven accused on
February 22 evening and
interrogated them. They
confessed to the crime and
led the police to the
weapons used, including
the knives, the iron rod,
mobile  phones, and
motorcycles, a release
from the police said.

Three other accused are
absconding in the case,
including a former munic-
ipal vice-chairman, who
is associated with the
BRS, the police said,
adding special teams have
been deployed to search
for the absconding
accused.

Four people were
involved in the stabbing
and murder of

Rajalingamurthy while
six others including the
former municipal vice-
chairman are accused of
conspiracy in the case,
police said.

The ex-municipal vice-
chairman, also had a
property dispute and
political rivalry with the
deceased, they said.

According to the police,
when Rajalingamurthy
was going on his motorcy-
cle, the accused blocked
his path, threw chili pow-
der into his eyes, and
launched a brutal attack.
They attacked him with
the knives and iron rod
and stabbed him in the
stomach. Due to severe
injuries, Rajalingamurthy
died on the spot. After
confirming his death,
they fled the scene, the
police said. — PTI

Team in Paris for Shivaji Forts’ Unesco tag

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBALI, FEB. 23

A high-level delegation led
by Maharashtra cultural
affairs minister Ashish
Shelar has gone to Paris to
seek Unesco world her-
itage status for 12 forts of
Maratha king Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.

As per an official state-
ment from Mr Shelar’s
office, the Maharashtra
government has submit-
ted a proposal to Unesco
under the theme

“Maratha military land-
scape of India”, seeking
the inclusion of 12 forts in
the world heritage list.
The forts included in the
proposal are Raigad,
Rajgad, Pratapgad, Pan-
hala, Shivneri, Lohagad,
Salher, Sindhudurg,
Suvarnadurg, Vijaydurg,
Khanderi, and Gingee
(located in the Villupuram
district of Tamil Nadu).
The delegation, which
consists of four members
including additional chief
secretary Vikas Kharge,

MAHARASHTRA GOV-
ERNMENT has submitted
a proposal seeking inclu-
sion of 12 forts in the
world heritage list

deputy director of the
Directorate of
Archaeology and
Museums Hemant Dalvi
and architect Shikha Jain,
will be in Paris till
February 26, 2025.
Officials said that on the
directives of chief minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis,

+

the delegation is travel-
ling to Paris to effectively
present Maharashtra’s
case for Unesco recogni-
tion.

The cultural affairs min-
ister expressed gratitude
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for for-
warding Maharashtra’s
proposal to Unesco and
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis for entrusting
him with the crucial
responsibility of repre-
senting the state on this
global platform.

Shashi Tharoor

did not expand its appeal,
it would remain in the
Opposition in Kerala for
the third consecutive
time. He also noted that
many workers felt the
party lacked strong lead-
ership in the state. He fur-
ther said he had been
elected MP four times
from Thiruvanantha-
puram and, if Congress
did not need his services,
he had “other options”
such as writing and
speaking tours.

The second part of the
interview is expected
February 26.

Rahul Gandhi and
Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge have
since met Mr Tharoor.
Earlier, K.C. Venugopal
had advised him to
adhere to the party line.

For now, an uneasy calm
prevails. If the deadlock
persists, it could spell
serious trouble for
Congress in Kerala.

India will host
meet to mark
role of women

peacekeepers

New Delhi, Feb. 23: India
will host a two-day con-
ference beginning
Monday on women
peacekeepers at UN mis-
sions to highlight their
contributions.

The conference will
bring together women
peacekeepers from 35
troop contributing coun-
tries (TCCs) from the
Global South.

External affairs minis-
ter S. Jaishankar will

deliver the Kkeynote
address.
The conference is

being organised by the
ministry of external
affairs (MEA), in collab-
oration with the defence
ministry and the centre
for United Nations
peacekeeping (CUNPK).

“The first-ever confer-
ence for women peace-
keepers on the theme
“Women in Peacekee-
ping: A Global South
Perspective” will take
place in New Delhi on
February 24 and 25,” the
MEA said.

The United Nations
will be represented by
under-secretary-general,
department of peace
operations, Jean-Pierre

Lacroix and United
Nations special coordi-
nator Christian
Saunders.

They will join other
stakeholders pertaining
to the peacekeeping
domain, the MEA said in
a statement. — PTI
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Accident in Guj takes
lives of 5 WB tourists

Surendranagar: Five tourists
from West Bengal were
killed and five others injured
in a road accident in Guja-
rat's Surendranagar district
on Sunday, the police said.
The accident occurred on a
national highway around
4.30 pm near Navi Morwad
village in Limbdi taluka, said
J.N. Gamara, sub-inspector
of Chuda police station. A
group of tourists from West
Bengal were travelling in a
tempo traveller when the
vehicle crashed into a
dumper, he said. They were
returning after visiting
places several like Diu and
Gir and had their flight from
Ahmedabad two days later,
the official said. Two women
and three men died at the
time of the accident and
remaining five, who got
injured, were rushed to a
hospital at Sayla in the
district for treatment,

he said. The bodies have
been sent for post-mortem,
he added. — PT/

Yellow alert for rain
in HP’s four districts

Shimla: The local meteoro-
logical department office on
Sunday issued a yellow warn-
ing for heavy rainfall, cold
day, thunderstorm and light-
ning in four districts of
Himachal Pradesh —
Chamba, Kangra, Kullu and
Mandi — on Wednesday and
Thursday. Light rain occurr-
ed at isolated places since
Saturday evening and Manali
received 5 millimeters of rain,
Kasol 2 millimeters, Shimla
1.8 mm, Kufri and Kotkhai 1
millimeters each. Hailstorm
was witnhessed in Himachal
Pradesh’s Jubbarh-atti in the
suburbs of Shimla town while
fog engu-Ifed parts of Bila-
psur, the meteorological
department said. Keylong
was the coldest at night
recording a low of minus 9
degree Celsius while Una was
the hottest during the day
with a high of 26.8 degree
Celsius. The state received
52.5 millimeters rains during
the winter season from
January 1to February 23
against normal rainfall of 163
millimeters, a deficit of 68
per cent. — PT/

Woman injured
by gunfire in J&K

Jammu: A 21-year-old
woman was seriously injured
by gunfire at her residence
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Rajouri district on Sunday,
officials said. Shivani, the
daughter of Girdari Lal, was
fiddling with a licensed 12-
bore gun at her Sunderbani
residence when it went off,
causing injuries to her, they
said. The officials said the
woman was given first aid
locally and later referred to
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Government Medical College
hospital, Jammu, for spe-
cialised treatment. The
police have registered a case
and further probe is on, the
officials said, adding it was
premature to say whether
the gun went off accidental-
ly or the victim tried to com-
mit suicide. — PT/

USAID funded 7 India projects,
no links to voter turnout: Govt

$17bn were provided to India in various sectors: FinMin report

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

Amid a raging political
row over the US Agency
for International Develo-
pment's (USAID) alleged
role in influencing Indian
elections, the finance min-
istry's latest annual report
disclosed that the agency
funded seven projects
worth $750 million in 2023-
24.

“Currently, seven proj-
ects worth a total budget
of $750 million (approx.)
are being implemented by
the USAID in partnership
with the Government of
India. For the financial
year 2023-24, an obligation
of a total of $97 million
(about %825 crore) has
been made by the USAID
under the seven projects,”
the ministry’s annual
report for 2023-24 said.

The report comes at a
time when political con-
troversy erupted in the

country earlier this month
after the Elon Musk-led
department of govern-
ment efficiency or DOGE
claimed that it had can-
celled a $21 million grant
to India to boost ‘voter
turnout’, while US
President Donald Trump
also repeatedly claimed
that the USAID under the
previous administration
led by Joe Biden allocated
$21 million in funding
to India for “voter
turnout”.

The department of eco-
nomic affairs under the
Union finance ministry,
which is the nodal depart-
ment for bilateral funding
arrangements, has also
shared the details of proj-
ects funded in 2023-24 in
the report. During the
year, no funding was made
for enhancing voter
turnout but for projects
related to agriculture and
food security pro-
grammes; water, sanita-

FOR THE financial year
2023-24, an obligation of
a total of $97 million
(about 825 crore) has
been made by the USAID
under the seven projects

tion and hygiene (WASH);
renewable energy; disas-
ter management and
health.

The report also said that
funds were committed to
sustainable forests and cli-
mate adaptation pro-
grammes and energy effi-
ciency technology com-
mercialisation and inno-
vation projects. The USA’s
bilateral development
assistance to India started
in 1951 and it is mainly
administered through
USAID. Since its com-
mencement, USAID has
provided economic assis-
tance of over USD 17 bil-
lion to India in various
sectors for over 555 proj-
ects.

‘Hit-and-run cases 38% of

all crashes in Mumbai in 23’

Speeding car kills toddler,
mother critical in Mumbai

Mumbai, Feb. 23: Hit-and-
run incidents accounted
for 38 per cent of all the
fatal crashes on Mumbai
roads in 2023, and majority
of the victims, at 54 per
cent, were pedestrians, as
per a report published by
the city traffic police.
Occupants of the two and
three-wheeler vehicles and
pedestrians were majority
of the victims in the road
crash deaths here in 2023,
an official on Sunday said
quoting the data. Mumbai
reported 374 deaths in 351
road crashes in 2023, mark-
ing a 39 per cent decrease
since 2015, as per the
report which comprised an
in-depth analysis of the
accidents data of that year.
Among those deaths, two
and three-wheeler occu-
pants comprised 48 per
cent and pedestrians 40 per

Scientists call for

Mumbai, Feb. 23: An 18-
month-old boy died and his
mother was seriously
injured after a car hit them
while they were sleeping
on a footpath in Mumbai's
Wadala area, a police offi-
cial said on Sunday. The
incident took place on
Balaram Khedekar Road
on Saturday, the RAK Marg
police station official said.

"Priya Nikhil Londhe (29)
and her son Vardaan were
sleeping on the footpath
when a speeding car driven
by Kamal Vijay Riya (46)
hit them. The toddler died
on the spot, while Priya
sustained injuries. Riya
was arrested under BNS
provisions for causing
death by negligence," the
official said. — PTI

cent, said the report pub-
lished recently by the
Mumbai traffic police in
association of the
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Initiative for Global Road
Safety.

Males continued to

open access to

X’s data for academic research

New Delhi, Feb. 23:
Researchers are calling
for free access to social
media platform X’s data
for academic analyses,
insights from which can
help understand trends in
political engagement.

Efforts of a research
group from Saarland
University, Germany, were
halted abruptly when X's
owner Elon Musk blocked
free access to X's data for
academic research pur-
poses in June 2023. The
US-based entrepreneur
acquired the platform,
then known as Twitter, in
October 2022.

The team wanted to
know whether Twitter

for
legislation to ensure that
academic researchers can
regain access to social
network data.

prioritised tweets from
politicians from the right
of the political spectrum
between 2021 and 2023.

"It is simply not accept-

able that access to these
vast amounts of data is
either unaffordable or
provided so selectively
that no meaningful analy-
ses can be conducted,"
lead researcher Ingmar
Weber, a professor of Al
and chair for societal
computing at Saarland
University, said.

The researchers called
implementation of

—PTI1

account for most of the
deaths at 82 per cent, with
those in the 20-39 years age
group making up the
largest number of fatali-
ties among the males at 47
per cent, as per the the
data. — PTI

External affairs minis-
ter S. Jaishankar on
Saturday said, “The infor-
mation put out by the
Trump administration is
‘concerning’ and that the
government is looking
into it. The USAID was
allowed in India ‘in good
faith, to do good faith
activities’, and sugges-
tions are being made out
of America that ‘there are
activities which are in bad
faith,”” Mr Jaishankar
had said.

On the other hand, the
Congress party on Sunday
accused the BJP of
indulging in "anti-nation-
al work" by spreading
"fake news from America"
and asserted that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and EAM S. Jaishankar
will also have to answer as
to why the government is
silent when US President
Donald Trump and Elon
Musk are "insulting" India
repeatedly.

2 fribals killed
in wild elephant
attack in Kerala

Kannur (Keralam), Feb.
23: A man and a woman,
from tribal community,
were allegedly trampled
to death by a wild ele-
phant in the Aralam
farm area of this district
on Sunday evening,
police said here.

The victims have been
identified as Velli and
Leela, residents of the
13th block.

The incident occurred
in the 13th block of the
Aralam tribal resettle-
ment area when they

went out to collect
cashew nuts.

Police and forest
department officials

have arrived at the
site.
The 13th block, partic-

ularly the Odachal
region, is known for
wild elephant incur-
sions. — PTI

Hope fades for T

Nagarkurnool
(Telangana), Feb. 23:
Despite relentless efforts
by the Indian Army, NDRF
and other agencies, no
breakthrough was achie-
ved on Sunday in the res-
cue operations to extricate
eight persons who have
remained trapped for over
30 hours inside a tunnel
after a section of it col-
lapsed in the SLBC proj-
ect, with prayers on for
their well-being.

Telangana minister J.
Krishna Rao told
reporters that the chances
of survival under the cir-
cumstances are "not that
good."

"Muck has piled up too
high inside the tunnel,

making it impossible to
walk through. They (res-
cuers) are using rubber
tubes and wooden planks
to navigate through it,"
Krishna Rao, who went
inside the tunnel, told
reporters.

"We can't say. We are
hopeful, but the kind of
incident that took place
was very serious and
chances are we can not
say. The chances of sur-
vival we can not predict.
Chancer are not that
good," he said when asked
about the chances of sur-
vival of the trapped per-
sons.

Krishna Rao said some
survivors swam across the
tunnel after the incident

® ‘BJP indulging in anti-national work’

Why PM, EAM silent despite
Trump ‘insulting’ India: Cong

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

Amid the USAID funding
row, the Congress on
Sunday accused the BJP of
“anti-national work” by
spreading “fake news
from America” and assert-
ed that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and exter-
nal affairs minister S.
Jaishankar will also have
to answer as to why the
government is silent when
US President Donald
Trump and Elon Musk are
"insulting" India repeated-
ly.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge Jairam
Ramesh said, “BJP is a
procession of liars and
illiterates. The news about
$21 million, on which the
BJP and their bootlickers
were jumping on, turned
out to be fake. The $21 mil-
lion in 2022 was not for
'voter turnout' in India but
for Bangladesh.”

The Congress leader said
in a Hindi post on X that

THE OPPOSITION
party had on Thursday
demanded a white paper
on the funds received in
India from developmental
agencies, aid mechanisms
and multilateral forums

ever since the Trump
administration's DOGE
said on February 16 that
the USAID had cancelled
the $21 million funding for
“voting in India,” the BJP
has been making fabricat-
ed allegations against the
party.

“But now it is coming to
light that this entire news
is fake. When the money
has not even reached
India, then what would be
the cancellation?” he said.

The Congress leader
added the controversy
revolves around two
USAID grants listed by
DOGE, which were routed
through the Washington-
based Consortium for
Elections and Political
Process  Strengthening

Sambhal admin to
install 300 CCTVs

Sambhal (UP), Feb. 23:
After the violence in
November last year that
killed four persons, the
administration in
Sambhal is set to install
300 CCTV cameras at 127
locations across the city
to bolster security and
surveillance. The project,
funded under the 15th
finance commission
grant, will be implement-
ed as part of the city sur-
veillance initiative,
municipal executive offi-
cer Mani Bhushan Tiwari
said.

The district administra-
tion proposed this plan to
ensure security and moni-
tor any future incidents
effectively, he said. Mr
Tiwari said that previous-
ly installed CCTV cameras
had aided the law enforce-
ment in tracking and iden-
tifying miscreants.

The cameras will bol-
ster security and surveil-
lance and is expected to
enhance traffic manage-
ment, law enforcement,
and public safety, particu-
larly in preventing chain-
snatching and ensuring
women's security, the offi-
cer said.

The system will include
PTZ (Pan-Tilt-Zoom) and
ANPR (Automatic Num-
ber Plate Recognition)
cameras, with a total esti-
mated cost of T2 crore, he
said. The control and
monitoring of the cam-
eras will be managed
through two centralised
control rooms-one under
the supervision of ASP
and the other operated
jointly by the police,
municipal authorities,
and the agency responsi-
ble for its maintenance,
he said. — PTI

a tunnel workers

TELANGANA MINIS-
TER J. Krishna Rao told
reporters that the
chances of survival
under the circumstances
are not that good.

happened.

Videos released by the
state government showed
rescuers navigating
through thick muck, tan-
gled iron rods, and cement
blocks.

Minister Uttam Kumar
Reddy said there were
about 70 people working in
the tunnel on Saturday
morning when a part of it
collapsed. Most of them
could escape and return
using their internal train

or locomotive there after
the incident.

"But eight people have
been missing since yester-
day. We are hoping and
praying that they are
safe..." Mr Reddy said.

The final 200 meters
stretch of the collapsed
section of the tunnel has
been filled with water and
silt, the minister said,
indicating the difficulty
that the rescue teams are
faced with to reach the
spot.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said
getting heavy machinery
into the tunnel became dif-
ficult due to the terrain,
but officials are working
on alternate methods to
remove the debris. — PTT

(CEPPS). He added that
CEPPS was set to receive a
total of $486 million from
USAID, with DOGE men-
tioning that the funds
included “$22 million for
Moldova and $21 million
for voter turnout in
India.”

Mr Jairam said, "Is it the
case that the country's
self-respect has been com-
promised in the process of
begging for mercy for
Adani?" Trump for the
fourth time in recent days
has claimed that the
Biden administration
allocated $21 million in
funding to India for voter
turnout, evoking a sharp
response from Congress
which urged the Prime
Minister to talk to his
friend and strongly refute
the allegation.

The Opposition party
had on Thursday demand-
ed a white paper on the
funds received in India
from developmental agen-
cies, aid mechanisms and
multilateral forums.

SC to hear
AIDS drugs
shortage
PIL on Mon

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 23

The Supreme Court is
slated to hear on
Monday a plea on
alleged shortage of anti-
retroviral therapy drugs
for treating HIV patients
in the country.

A bench is scheduled to
hear the petition filed in
2022 by NGO “Network
of People Living with
HIV/AIDS” and others.

The Centre had, in
July last year, apprised
the top court that the
government was ensur-
ing availability of free,
life-long anti-retroviral
(ARV) drugs for all peo-
ple living with HIV
through anti-retroviral
therapy centres under
the national AIDS con-
trol programme. It had
said as on date, there
was adequate stock of
all ARV drugs nationally
under the programme.

The petitioners’ coun-
sel had said in view of
the developments which
had taken place since
the filing of the petition,
presently there was no
shortage of ART drugs.

However, the counsel
had flagged certain diffi-
culties in regard to the
process of procurement
and quality of the drugs.

The SC had suggested a
meeting between the
Centre, national AIDS
control organisation and
an organisation working
for AIDS patients to dis-
cuss issues of quality
and shortage of ARV
drugs for treating HIV
patients.

PM lauds India’s Al rise, Isro’s century

N Continued From Page 1

to think about why this is hap-
pening, as excess weight or obesi-
ty gives rise to many kinds of
problems and diseases.

“We can together deal with this
challenge with minor efforts. For
example, one method I suggested
was “reducing the consumption
of edible oil by 10 per cent.
Decide that you will use 10 per
cent less oil every month. You
can decide that while buying oil
for cooking, you will buy 10 per
cent less oil. This will be an
important step towards reducing
obesity,” he said.

The Prime Minister also played
out messages from double
Olympic medallist javelin throw-
er Neeraj Chopra and boxing
champion Nikhat Zareen, who
urged people to adopt healthy
lifestyles. Cardiac surgeon Dr
Devi Shetty’s message was also
shared during the broadcast.

Noting that March 8 is observed
as International Women's Day,
Mr Modi said that this is a spe-
cial occasion to salute India's
Nari Shakti. He called on people
to celebrate, honour and salute
the indomitable power of
women.

Highlighting the contribution
of Hansa Mehta, Mr Modi said
that she had brought to the fore
the contribution of women from
all over the country, right from
the making of the national flag to
sacrificing their lives for its sake.

"She was of the belief that the
saffron colour in our tricolour
also reflects this sentiment. She
had expressed confidence that
our women power will make its
valuable contribution in making
India strong and prosperous.

Today, her words are proving to
be true. If you observe any field,
you will find how extensive the
contribution of women is," Mr
Modi said.

During the broadcast, the
Prime Minister said, “On
Women's Day I am going to
embark upon an initiative for a
day, which will be dedicated to
our Nari-Shakti. On this special
occasion, I am going to hand over
my social media accounts, like X
and Instagram, to some inspiring
ladies of the country. Women
who have achieved success in
myriad fields, who have innovat-
ed and created a unique identity
for themselves in various fields”.

“On March 8, they will share
their work and experiences with
the countrymen. The platform
might be mine, but it will be
about their experiences, their
challenges and their achieve-
ments. If you want to avail of
this opportunity, become a part
of this experiment through the
special forum created on Namo
App and share your message
with the whole world through my
X and Instagram accounts,” he
said.

Referring to the ongoing
Champions Trophy, Mr Modi
said, “These days, there is an
atmosphere of cricket every-
where. All of us know very well
what the thrill of a century in
cricket is... But today I am not
going to talk to you about cricket,
albeit about the wonderful centu-
ry that India has made in space.
Last month, the country wit-
nessed the launch of Isro’s 100th
rocket. This is not just a number;
it also reflects our resolve to
touch new heights in space sci-

4’*

ence every day.”

The Prime Minister also
appealed to people to try "one day
as a scientist" by visiting
research laboratories or plane-
tariums to mark the National
Science Day on February 28.

"Like space and science, Al is
another field in which India is
rapidly carving out a robust
identity. Recently, I went to Paris
to participate in a big Al confer-
ence. There, the world praised
India's progress in this sector. We
are also getting to see examples
of how people in our country are
using Al today," Mr Modi said.

The Prime Minister asked peo-
ple if they were aware of the sim-
ilarity between the Asiatic lion,
hangul, pygmy hog and lion-
tailed macaque. "The answer is
that all of these are not found
anywhere else in the world. They
are found only in our country.
Indeed, we have a vibrant ecosys-
tem of flora and fauna. And these
wild animals are deeply embed-
ded in our history and culture,”
he said.

The Prime Minister further
pointed out that the population of
tigers has grown continuously in
Karnataka's BRT Tiger Reserve,
noting that a lot of credit for this
goes to the Soliga tribe, the mem-
bers of which worship the tiger.
He noted that every part of the
country is not only sensitive
towards nature but also commit-
ted to wildlife protection. In his
radio address, the PM advised
students appearing in the board
exams to be "happy and stress-
free" and said that the new for-
mat of "Pariksha Pe Charcha"
has drawn admiration from vari-
ous quarters.

Army to deploy
Al ‘track and
shoot’ at LoC

B Continued From Page 1

That is the problem which nobody
in the world thought about. So, what
we did was we made a network of
secondary cameras. We place them
at intervals of 500 meters, 1 km, 2
km, depending upon the terrain
requirement. If we are not getting
the line of sight from one direction,
we will get this line of sight from
any other direction,” said Col.
Dogra. “So, a terrorist can hide from
one direction but he cannot hide
from every direction because he has
to move.” “If any of the secondary
cameras picks up the movement,
that camera will quickly give direc-
tion to the weapon where to point. 10
millisecond is the reaction time
which our weapon has,” he said.

“And very intentionally we have
used a medium machine-gun
(MMG). MMG fires in a big area like
at 2 km, it makes a Kkill box of
around 50 meters by 50 meters. Even
if a terrorist tries to run, he will still
get hit. One more feature which we
have put in this is it is firing at the
future position. If a terrorist is
going in some direction, we are pre-
dicting the time taken by a bullet to
travel, and other parameters. So, we
are firing at the future position. A
lot of work has been done on this,”
he added.

“From the beginning we have
developed it for the Line of Control.
Whenever any terrorist is crossing
the Line of Control, he uses the
areas which are full of vegetation,
trees and bushes, so that his move-
ment is not tracked,” said Col.
Dogra.

Leaders get backing to weaken India: PM

H Continued From Page 1
foreign forces inimical to
India support them to weaken
our country and our religion,”
he said. Mr Modi praised
Bageshwar  Dham seer
Dhirendra Shastri for making
efforts to spread awareness
about the mantra of unity in
the country for a long time. He
said the seer has taken anoth-
er pledge for the welfare of the
society and humanity by initi-
ating the move to establish a
cancer research institute.

“The spiritual centre of
Bageshwar Dham will soon be
a health centre as well,” he
said, adding, “Serving the peo-
ple to alleviate their suffer-
ings is the true religion.”

The PM further said: “Our
temples, monasteries and holy
sites have always played the
dual role as both centre of
worship and hub for scientific
and social thought. Our sages
have provided us with the sci-
ence of ayurveda and yoga,
which is now globally recog-
nised.”

Referring to Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, Mr

Modi said crores of people
have taken holy dip at Triveni
Sangam and received bless-
ings of saints and hermits.

Calling the ongoing reli-
gious congregation “Maha
Kumbh of unity”, Mr Modi
said the gathering at
Prayagraj will "continue to
strengthen India’s unity".

The PM also referred to the
eye camp opened at Prayagraj
on the sidelines of Maha
Kumbh and said the "Netra
Maha Kumbh" has facilitated
eye treatment for over 2-lakh
people, although it has not
garnered much attention.

The Prime Minister also
lauded the religious institu-
tions and trusts that are run-
ning large hospitals across
India and many science and
research institutes, providing
healthcare to crores of people.

Mr Modi said when the
country gave him the opportu-
nity to serve, he made the
mantra of "sabka saath, sabka
vikas" his government’s reso-
lution. “A key foundation of
sabka saath, sabka vikas is
‘sabka ilaaj, sabko arogya’,

which means healthcare for
all," he said.

In his address, referring to
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Mr Modi said the provision of
toilets in houses has improved
hygiene in the families, saving
them thousands of rupees in
medical expenses.

Mr Modi said before he came
to power at the Centre in 2014,
the poor feared the cost of
treatment more than the ill-
ness, as any ailment in the
family meant severe financial
stress. "The Ayushman
scheme introduced by the
Centre has ensured treatment
for the poor up to %5 lakhs,
thus reducing the burden of
medical treatment on them.
The scheme is now available
to elderly people above 70
years of age, irrespective of
whether the family is poor,
middle class, or wealthy," he
said.

The PM also underlined the
measures undertaken by the
Centre to empower women by
launching initiatives like
"Lakhpati Didi" and "Drone
Didi".

Cong panel to decide aspects of future polls

B Continued From Page 1
looking into all electoral
aspects, including alliances.
So, somebody senior like
Priyanka Ji should lead the
committee. Since she is senior
it will be easy for her to speak
to senior leaders of the
alliance partners for better
coordination.”

Another Congress insider
said: “The committee will

+

screen ticket aspirants based
on winnability, loyalty, and
performance. Candidates
with poor electoral records
or controversial back-
grounds may be rejected.
This will make the commit-
tee one of the most powerful
within the party, and its chief
will emerge as a key power
centre.” Ms Priyanka Vadra’s
involvement will ensure that

the charge of favouritism,
which is often faced by those
in charge of various states
during ticket distribution,
will be negated. Her active
participation will also bring
gravitas to the entire exercise.
Interestingly, she has been
holding long meetings with
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge about her
role in the organisation.
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Tussle over USAID funding
for India may not end soon

hrice in three days US President Donald Trump questioned the
USAID’s alleged $21 million fund for raising the voter turnout in
India, which his administration and his adviser Elon Musk said
had been cancelled last week.

Never short of drama, the Indian political scene is going through a whole
new episode of contrasted finger pointing with the Government of India,
which sees a very deeply troubling pattern of external interference in the
world’s biggest poll process, and the Congress, which was bound to become
a suspect party in such funding, crying themselves hoarse.

Unless the government goes deep into this matter and establishes
whether such a fund was, in fact, given to Indian entities and for how long,
nothing but conspiracy theories can keep springing out of it. No one is the
wiser thus far about who got these funds, if indeed some of the suggested
$21 million did trickle through to India

An investigative newspaper report that suggested the said $21 million
was for Bangladesh rather than India has been flagged by the Congress to
defend itself of charges that somehow its friends and voters were the ben-
eficiaries while the ruling BJP party disbelieves it as just some more

. . . obfuscation in a smoke and mirrors kind of
An investigative intrigye.

newspaper report Truth to tell, US regimes over the last several
that suggested the decadesglave beenbknown to havlf workefl ofver-
. T time in bringing about regime changes. In fact,
said $21million was Robert F. Kennedy Jr, a vaccine sceptic who is
for Bangladesh has |,y the US health secretary, is on record as say-
been flagged by the ing that the US may have brought about 50

Congress to defend changes of regime over the last seven decades.
5 It is a different matter that regime changes
tllltaste go(:;ec;‘::vgﬁ: attributed to the US administration, or its deep
. state, have invariably invited disaster, as in
friends and voters Iraq and elsewhere like Bangladesh. So believ-
were beneficiaries able is the theory that the US has brought about
regime changes as per its whims and fancies
that the fund to get more voters to the booths is not to be dismissed out of

hand.

And yet, given Indian expertise or lack of it at forensically proving
money trails as witnessed in so many money laundering cases failing to
get the accused convicted in a court of law, it is safe to assume that the
mystery of the $21 million will remain a political football that will contin-
ue to be kicked here and there like in a soap opera.

The one factor that becomes most relevant in this case is that the US
President Trump, who has spoken up most often in this regard, is so flip-
pant about facts that the alternative reality he builds inevitably takes
precedence over truth. For example, his inconsistencies in saying
Volodymyr Zelenskyy is not needed in peace talks with Russia one day and
saying on the next that the Ukrainian leader must sit with Vladimir Putin
at the negotiating table is just the latest example of shifting opinions.

If official India, with the help of the Reserve Bank and the finance min-
istry which can track inward remittances, can establish who got US money
for a seemingly inane democratic objective like a higher voting percentage
in a country that already has the most voters in the world who exercise
their franchise, they would be doing a lot to throw light on this fund flow
for alleged regime change objectives. The pity is this controversy will fes-
ter rather than come to a quick conclusion.

Need to rebuild trust in Manipur

fter leaving Manipur in anarchy for one-and-a-half years, the Union
Agovernment appears to have woken up to the dangers posed by the

status quo and come up with plans to nudge the state back to peace.
The send-off to the divider-in-chief N. Birendra Singh as chief minister was
the first step, and it is being followed by a call to the people and rebels of all
hues to surrender the arms they have looted from police stations with a
comprehensive crackdown warning announced at the end of the deadline of
February 26.

The positive response from the people and rebels to the call by the gover-
nor to return the arms must work as a platform for the government to take
the next step. It is estimated that around 2,000 of the 6,000 looted weapons
including rifles, grenades and grenade-launchers have been deposited,
while hope abounds of more returns. The immediate task before the gov-
ernment is to convince the citizens that it will be a fair enforcer of the law
of the land and that returning the arms is the best course of action to be fol-
lowed. But it will also have to erase the scars that partisan projects of the
previous administration have left in the minds of the tribal population.

The folly of governments has often been to believe that they can rely on
the might of the armed forces to disarm and subjugate. But such a strategy
has hardly succeeded, instead resulting in massive bloodshed as long as the
root cause of the disaffection stayed in place. Winning the trust of the peo-
ple who belong to diverse ethnic, cultural and geographic groups is the
most important goal now. Once that is achieved, finding common cause for
all to live peacefully and work towards prosperity will come easier. All
along the way, the government must resist the temptation to take recourse
to physical force and instead avail the tools proffered by federalism and
democracy.
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THEY ARE READY TO PROVIDE
$ 20 MILLION FORTHE ELECTION FUND),
AN) A0 $10 MILLION FOR

THE PARTY FUND

Trump’s

USAID flip-flops:

India shakes, China gains

K.C. Singh

he freshly minted

[US department of

government effi-

ciency (DOGE),

led by billionaire
Elon Musk, began examin-
ing the American govern-
ment’s expenditures
promptly after President
Donald Trump was sworn
in on January 20. The reve-
lations began tumbling out,
especially on the Musk-con-
trolled social media plat-
form X, formerly Twitter.
Distorted facts and exagger-
ated figures have been criti-
cal to Mr Trump’s politics.
The attack on the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID) fol-
lowed this trend.

There was an uproar in
India when President
Trump, speaking in Miami,
brought focus on the alleged
$21 million funding for
enhancing voter turnout in
India. He provocatively
questioned whether some
previous US government
was “trying to get somebody
else elected”. The BJP could
not resist promptly using it
to target the Opposition,
especially the Congress
Party. A national newspa-
per the following day
exposed flaws in the charge,
after examining the USAID
data. They concluded that
the sum perhaps had gone to
Bangladesh, and not India.
In any case, the said sum
amounting to around 182
crores or less, depending on
the dollar-rupee rate, would
be a drop in the ocean of
Indian electoral spending,
declared and undeclared.

The United States is not
alone in budgeting large
sums for foreign develop-
ment assistance. During the
1992 Earth Summit at Rio de
Janeiro, it was proposed
that the developed nations
should commit 0.7 per cent
of their gross national prod-
uct to overseas assistance.
In 2011, the US only touched
0.20 per cent. The pre-
Trump figures showed that
the USAID outlay was $41
billion out of the total gov-
ernment budget of $6 tril-
lion, or 0.014 per cent. Thus,

the DOGE may end up
harming America’s image
abroad out of proportion to
the amounts that it may
actually save by curtailing
USAID drastically.

The USAID programme
began in November 1961,
inspired by the global vision
of President John F.
Kennedy. The US already
had foreign development
assistance  programmes,
employing almost 6,400 per-
sonnel. But President
Kennedy told the US
Congress, when recom-
mending the bill, that the
1960s would be the Decade of
Development. But no nation
runs a charity without clear
strategic objectives. The US
aimed to globally expand
democracy and free mar-
kets in an era of decolonisa-
tion and the Cold War. The
US wanted to expand not
only its influence but also to
spread its model of democ-
ratic governance across the
world, as a counter to the
then Soviet  Union’s
Communist model.

The objectives of USAID
were thus quite diverse. It
covered disaster relief,
poverty alleviation, techni-
cal cooperation, socio eco-
nomic development, health
and family welfare, educa-
tion, democracy, environ-
ment and “bilateral inter-
ests”. The last element
would cover support for
civil society organisations
monitoring governmental
performance. This foray
into the civil affairs of any
nation even involved work-
ing alongside military per-
sonnel, if the United States
military had already inter-
vened there. Two cases in
point would be Afghanistan
and Irag. In both, despite
the expenditure of trillions
of dollars, transition to a lib-
eral democratic structure
has failed.

India’s external affairs mi-
nistry may call Mr Trump’s
remarks “deeply disturb-
ing” and others loudly pro-
test against foreign interfer-
ence in the Indian elections,
but the nexus between
USAID funds and voters get-

The planned
reduction of USAID
employees from
10,000 to 294 would
globally cripple
development
assistance. For
instance, 20 million
HIV patients, among
them 50,000 children,
may lose treatment.

ting significantly influenced
is missing. In particular, the
involvement of Opposition
parties in such an episode is
even less likely. There have
been occasional charges in
the past of the CIA working
in tandem with USAID. But
actual US success in manip-
ulating elections in even
small countries has been
rare. In a country of India’s
size, it would be even more
difficult if not impossible.
But from the time of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi the
“foreign hand” theory has
been employed by govern-
ments to taint their oppo-
nents and garner public
support.

The planned reduction of
USAID employees from
10,000 to 294 would globally
cripple development assis-
tance. For instance, 20 mil-
lion HIV patients, including
50,000 children, may lose
treatment. Clinical trials
involving HIV, malaria,
cholera, cervical cancer and
tuberculosis would get
interrupted, if not aban-
doned. The bulk of USAID
funds have gone to sub-
Saharan Africa and Europe
& Eurasia. Allegations exist
of a US role in the change of
government in Bangladesh.

This indicates American
priorities in South Asia.
India’s BJP government
being a USHriendly one
negates the argument about
any US attempt to change it.

India’s foreign assistance
programme began in 1964,
despite itself being an aid
recipient for decades after
Independence in 1947. In
fact, aid to Nepal was given
even as early as the 1950s.
The Indian Technical and
Economic Cooperation
(ITEC) was at its core. It cov-
ered various areas of train-
ing for foreign civil and
defence personnel. In 2012,
India  established the
Development Partnership
Administration (DPA), in
the ministry of external

affairs, on the lines of
USAID.

This clubbed together the
existing mechanisms of for-
eign aid to thereafter cover
lines of credit, grants-in-aid
for development projects,
capacity building, humani-
tarian assistance and cul-
tural and heritage partner-
ship. Even India would cali-
brate its aid depending on a
country’s strategic impor-
tance, including the need to
isolate it from Chinese or
Pakistani influence. Indian
public sector companies
like Rail India Technical
and Economic Service
(RITES) have used training
and aid abroad to open
doors for future business
opportunities.

The present brouhaha ra-
ises a number of questions.
Firstly, knowing President
Trump’s propensity for fact-
free allegations and miscon-
strued data, the Indian gov-
ernment should have been
careful before fuelling a
domestic political contro-
versy. Secondly, the USAID
agenda has always included
a pro-democracy sub-theme.
Thus, even if it financed
some civil society groups to
advance that, of which so
far there is little proof, how
is the Opposition involved?
Considering that the Union
government has been tar-
geting civil society groups
and withdrawing the per-
mission of many to use for-
eign funds, why were the
USAID funds not detected?

Reports have appeared
that Starlink, owned by
Elon Musk, the DOGE
supremo, faced an inquiry
by USAID. The freezing of
all foreign aid will face legal
challenges, which may
linger for months. However,
the pain inflicted on the
hungry and ailing in low-
income nations, especially
in southern Africa, will be
immediate. So too would be
the damage to America’s
global reputation and influ-
ence. It can allow China to
exploit the vacuum and gain
influence. India too needs to
activate its DPA to ensure
that the space vacated by
the United States is not cor-
nered by China.

Targeting India’s Oppos-
ition parties, based on the
Trumpian disinformation,
is thus a wild goose chase.

The writer is a former
secretary in the external
affairs ministry. He tweets
at @ambkcsingh.
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LAWYERS AT FAULT

Anthony Henriques
Mumbai

SHAKTIKANTA BACK

THE APPOINTMENT of Shaktikanta
Das, former RBI governor as second
principal secretary to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has not come as a
suprise at all. Mr Das is the one who
spearheaded Mr Modi's disastrous 2016
demonetisation drive while the then
RBI governor Urjit Patel took a back
seat through the whole process. He
became the automatic successor to Mr
Patel when he left his seat in protest
against certain economic decisions of
the government. Again, it was he who
was heading the Central bank when it
allegedly failed to give precise numbers
of the demonetised currencies returned
and the actual number of currencies
printed and released to various banks!
This is in fact a post newly created
exclusively for Das.
Tharcius S. Fernando
Chennai

UPHILL RESCUE

THREE teams of engineers and res-
cuers have assessed the strength of the
Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tun-
nel in Telangana’s Nagarkurnool in
which eight men are trapped. But res-
cuing them is an uphill task. The tun-
nel was being built to carry Krishna
river water to Nalgonda district. The
tunnel roof collapse occurred due to
seepage from the hillocks above. Now
the tunnel is filled with water and it is
impossible to drill from above due to
presence of thick sheets of rock. The
men are 13.5 km inside the 9.5 metre
tunnel. To add to this, there were two
collapses inside the tunnel 150 metres
away from each other.

Sankar Paul

Chakdaha, West Bengal
%500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Sujit De

(Feb. 21). Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

Sunil Gatade ;
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A resurgent BJP
clear and present
danger for India’s

regional parties

fter me, the deluge”, Louis XV of France had

once famously predicted. The same holds

true for regional parties across India in the

wake of the defeat of Arvind Kejriwal and
his Aam Aadmi Party in Delhi after a fierce fight —
if they fail to reinvent, reorient and revive.

The BJP’s hat trick in Delhi after securing victories
in Maharashtra and Haryana has turned the world’s
largest party into a bugbear for its detractors, espe-
cially the regional parties, which are not on a strong
wicket.

This is notwithstanding the fact that Congress
Party remains the favourite punching bag of the
Prime Minister, who has time and again openly
advocated the controversial campaign of a
“Congress-mukt Bharat”. But that is another story.

The fact is that the regional parties have neither
the stamina nor the strength or character to survive
in a sustained fight given their present condition.

Go no further than Maharashtra. The state offers a
perfect example of how an underdog BJP after the
Lok Sabha elections has made mincemeat of the once
powerful Maha Vikas Aghadi in the Assembly polls a
few months ago. This is despite the charges levelled
by the Congress, Sharad Pawar’s NCP and Uddhav
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena faction that the BJP had
played foul in the polls.

Arvind Kejriwal may have been the slippery char-
acter of Indian politics, but he was a hard-nosed
strategist and an effective orator and organiser who

—+ o0 ©

brought a new grammar to politics in the national
capital with his trademark welfare politics. He might
be authoritarian in nature, but he had full hold over
his party and politics, unlike most other regional
leaders.

Both the BJP and the Congress were forced to fol-
low the Kejriwal model in Delhi, which is a reflection
of the fact that the model is going to stay, overtly or
covertly.

The BJP’s strategy aimed at tearing apart the AAP
is visible with the ruling party seeking to make deep
inroads in the Municipal Corporation of Delhi, con-
trolled by Mr Kejriwal, by hook or crook.

The defeat in Delhi will undoubtedly cast a dark
shadow over AAP-ruled Punjab sooner than later.

“What goes up has to come down” — aptly applies
in the case of Mr Kejriwal and his party due to the
fact that in the fast lane to glamour and power, he
made many detractors within and outside.

But what is also certain is that the Delhi Assembly
outcome is a wake-up call for regional parties aspir-
ing to play kingmaker in national politics. If Mr
Kejriwal can fall despite being seen as the smartest of
the lot, the rest are likely to be far more vulnerable.
This is because the BJP’s next target will be the
beleaguered regional parties bedevilled by internal
conflicts.

Not a single regional party is in good shape, and
nor did they learn much from the emergence of the
BJP as the world’s largest party and its wicked ways.

Even worse is that the leadership of most of the
regional parties has not come up by the dint of their
hard work. They are the dynasts who are enjoying
power and position because of the legacy left by their
father or uncle. Instead of actually being regional
parties, rooted in the causes of their regions, they
have evolved into “family” parties.

Take the instance of Samajwadi Party’s Akhilesh
Yadav. At least half a dozen of his near relatives are
either MPs or MLAs, and some of them are his close
advisers. Some have even joined the BJP in search of
greener pastures.

The case of Tejashwi Yadav of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal in Bihar is not all that different. Tamil Nadu
chief minister M.K. Stalin’s son Udhayanidhi is the
state’s deputy chief minister, while J&K CM Omar
Abdullah is the son of National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah.

Jagan Mohan Reddy, Sukhbir Singh Badal, H.D.
Kumarswamy, Uddhav and Raj Thackeray, Omar
Abdullah, Mehbooba Mufti, Chirag Paswan, Hemant
Soren, Ajit Pawar and Jayant Chaudhary are enjoy-
ing or have enjoyed power due to dynasty.

Marginalising them is child’s play for the BJP
under Narendra Modi and Amit Shah. They can
either ally with the BJP for their survival or confront
it with like-minded parties unitedly. If you align with
the BJP, you have to play second fiddle or, worse,
become a vassal. There is no other fate.

The Opposition INDIA alliance being in tatters is
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not a good thing for them, and the tragedy is that they
are the prime reasons for the pathetic plight of the
bloc. Everyone who is anyone in the INDIA bloc
wants the leadership. Right or wrong, an impression
is that some of them are playing into the hands of the
BJP to embarrass and weaken the Congress.

The impressive victory in Delhi after a hard-fought
battle has put the BJP in the driver’s seat, which will
force its friends and foes to pause and reflect on the
way ahead.

In poll-bound Bihar, neither chief minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U) nor any other NDA allies can afford
to be taciturn.

With Assembly polls in five states due next year,
the regional parties will have to be extra-cautious. It
is introspection time for the regional parties at a time
when, next year, Mamata Banerjee is seeking a
fourth term in West Bengal and the Left is hoping to
come to power for the third time in Kerala. Assembly
polls are also due in Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
BJP-ruled Assam. None of them have
pro-incumbency.

The problem is that none of the regional parties
have realised the clear and present danger when
every single day counts. The disarray in the
Opposition camp is not a good augury. The anti-BJP
forces must realise that “we must all hang together,
or we will all hang separately”.

The writer is a journalist based in New Delhi
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32 INDIAN
FISHERMAN
NABBED BY SL

Colombo, Feb. 23: Sri Lankan
authorities on Sunday arrested
32 Indian fishermen and seized
5 fishing boats for allegedly
venturing into the territorial
waters of the island nation, the
Navy said.

The Sri Lankan Navy in a
statement said the arrests
occurred during a special oper-
ation in the sea area north of
Mannar.

“Five Indian fishing boats
were seized and 32 Indian fish-
ermen apprehended while they
were poaching in Sri Lankan
waters,” the statement said on
Sunday.

WILL CREATE
UNITY GOVT:
CONGO PRESIDENT

Kinshasa (Congo), Feb. 23:
Congo’s President says he is
going to launch a unity govern-
ment, as violence spreads acro-
ss the country’s east and pres-
sure mounts over his handling
of the crisis.

On Saturday, in some of his
first statements since Rwand-
an-backed rebels captured maj-
or cities in eastern Congo, Pre-
sident Felix Tshisekedi, told a
meeting of the Sacred Union of
the Nation ruling coalition not
to be distracted by internal
quarrels.

“I lost the battle and not the
war. I must reach out to every-
one, including the opposition.”

HOSTAGES TAKEN
AT HOSPITAL,
GUNMAN KILLED

York, Feb. 23: A man armed
with a pistol and carrying zip
ties entered a Pennsylvania
hospital's intensive care unit
on Saturday and took staff me-
mbers hostage before he was
killed by police in a shootout
that also left an officer dead,
authorities said.

Three staffers at UPMC
Memorial Hospital, including a
doctor, a nurse and a custodi-
an, and two other officers were
shot and wounded in the
attack, York County District
Attorney Tim Barker said.

A fourth staff member was
injured during a fall, Barker
said.

ARRESTS AFTER
ISLAMIST ATTACK
IN FRANCE

Mulhouse, France, Feb. 23:
French police have made sever-
al arrests since a man went on
a stabbing rampage, killing one
and wounding several others in
what President Emmanuel
Macron called an “Islamist ter-
rorist act”, anti-terror prosecu-
tors told AFP on Sunday.

The knife-wielding suspect,
identified by prosecutors as a
37-year-old Algerian-born man,
was arrested in the eastern
city of Mulhouse.

He was on a terrorism watch-
list and subject to deportation
orders.

A further three people were
in custody.

EX-PM THAKSIN
SORRY FOR THAI
MASSACRE

Bangkok, Feb. 23: Former Thai
prime minister Thaksin Sh-
inawatra apologised on Sunday
over the deaths of scores of
Muslim protesters who suffoc-
ated in Army trucks two decad-
es ago in the country’s south.
The apology is believed to be
the first he has made in public
over the incident known as the
“Tak Bai massacre”, and com-
es nearly four months after the
statute of limitations expired
and murder charges against
seven suspects were dropped.
The massacre has long stood
as an emblem of state impuni-
ty in Thailand's Muslim-major-
ity southernmost provinces.

SPAIN SMASHES
RING OF HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

Madrid, Feb. 23: Spanish police
said on Sunday they had dis-
mantled a human trafficking
ring they said had exploited
more than 1,000 women in the
past year, mainly Colombians
and Venezuelans.

“The victims, mainly of Sou-
th American origin, were lured
to Spain with bogus job offers,”
police stated, adding they had
rescued 48 women in an opera-
tion which brought 48 arrests.

Most of those detained,
including two Colombian
women and one Spaniard were
held near the eastern city of

Alicante.
o0 ©

Trump defends mass
migrant deportations

Prez says he’s sending home undocumented foreigners

Washington, Feb. 23: US
President Donald Trump
has defended the mass
deportation of undocume-
nted foreign nationals,
saying his administration
draining the swamp by
sending home fraudsters,
cheaters, globalists and
deep state bureaucrats.

Trump has made the
mass deportation of undo-
cumented migrants a key
policy. Addressing the Co-
nservative Political Acti-
on Conference (CPAC) out-
side Washington on Satu-
rday, he said, “The fraud-
sters, liars, cheaters, glob-
alists, and deep state
bureaucrats are being sent
packing.”

“Illegal alien criminals
are being sent home. We're
draining the swamp and
restoring government by
the people,” he said.

As of 2022, unauthorised
immigrants represented
3.3 per cent of the total US
population and 23 per cent
of the foreign-born popu-
lation, according to Pew
Research Centre.

Trump has moved to
overhaul parts of the US
immigration system since
returning to office and pr-
omised “mass deportatio-
ns” and arrests. The depa-
rtment of homeland secu-
rity posted on X that, as of
February 3, its agents had
arrested 8,768 people.

Three batches compris-
ing a total of 332 Indians
have already been sent
back to India from the US
amid an intensified crack-
down by the Trump adm-
inistration against illegal
immigrants. — PTI

US President Donald Trump dances on stage after spea-
king at the Conservative Political Action Conference at
the Gaylord National Resort Hotel and Convention
Centre in Oxon Hill, Maryland, on Saturday.

— AFP

OFFICIALS NOT
FOR IMMIGRATION
T0 FACE MUSIC

Atlanta (US), Feb. 23:
Republican state lawmak-
ers seeking to aid Presid-
ent Donald Trump’s crac-
kdown on illegal immigra-
tion are threatening local
officials who resist with
lawsuits, fines and even
potential jail time.
Lawmakers in more
than 20 states this year
have filed legislation tar-
geting so-called sanctuary
policies that limit cooper-
ation with federal immi-
gration authorities, acco-
rding to an Associated
Press analysis. — AP

Kash tells staff to ignore
Musk’s justify-work email

Washington, Feb. 23: The
new director of the
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI) Kash Patel
has reportedly told the
agency’s staff to ignore
Elon Musk’s request to
justify their work or lose
their jobs. “For now,
please pause any respons-
es,” reads a message sent
by Patel on Saturday to all
FBI personnel, calling for
employees to wait for a
coordinated response
from the bureau.

Elon Musk and the dep-

artment of government
efficiency (DOGE) has
been tapped by President
Donald Trump to shrink
the size of the federal gov-
ernment, which he has
called “bloated” and full of
“people that are unneces-
sary.” Patel’s pushback
seems to show that not all
Trump officials may be
onboard with Musk’s
aggressive cuts.

Since Trump’s inaugura-
tion, thousands of federal
employees have been fired
or have accepted the

administration’s offer to
resign now and receive six
months of wages.

While mass layoffs have
sparked outrage among
Democratic lawmakers,
unions, and members of
the public, Trump has sto-
od by DOGE and Musk’s
work, expressing his app-
roval of what he called a
“force of super-geniuses.”

“Federal employees will
receive an email request-
ing to understand what
they did last week,” the
Tesla CEO said. —

Trump gets middling grades on
Americans’ top issues, says poll

Washington, Feb. 23:
Americans give President
Donald Trump middling
marks on his handling of
the economy and efforts to
shrink the government
and are unimpressed by
some of the early fights he
has picked, such as pro-
posals to take over Gaza, a
Reuters/Ipsos poll shows.

The poll, conducted Feb-
ruary 13-18, asked more
than 4,000 US adults nati-
onwide whether they sup-
ported a range of positi-
ons staked out by Trump
and how much the issues
would motivate them to
vote in the future.

The results point to Tru-
mp putting considerable
effort into policies that
many Americans don’t

@ A NOTABLE portion of
Trump’s 2024 voters
broke with some of the
President’s early actions
and ideas.

like, or don’t consider
very important.

A wave of frustration
over prolonged inflation
helped power Trump to
victory in November, and
a majority of respondents
— 58% — said inflation
would be a major factor in
deciding their vote in fut-
ure elections. But just 32%
approved of the job Tru-
mp was doing on inflation.

Views of the economy by
households deteriorated
this month to the lowest
level in over a year, acco-

rding to a widely followed
survey by the University
of Michigan.
Just 25% of respondents
and only half of
Republicans — said they
supported Trump’s idea of
having the US government
take over Gaza and reset-
tle Palestinians elsewhere.
“I thought that was a
moronic idea because it’s
infeasible,” Willard Moo-
re, a Republican lawyer in
New York City who partic-
ipated in the poll, refer-
ring to the Gaza proposal.
“If you did it, it would cost
a lot of money, and at the
end what would you have,
some sort of resort? Like,
what good is that for any-
one?” A notable portion of
Trump’s 2024 voters broke

with some of the Presid-
ent’s early actions and
ideas. About a third of
Trump voters opposed the
proposal to end birthright
citizenship and one in five
opposed his administra-
tion’s move to end diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion
initiatives.

Americans do consider
Trump’s push to downsize
government important,
but are divided mostly
along party lines on
whether they support it.

Sixty per cent of respon-
dents said the so-called
department of governme-
nt efficiency task force for
cutting federal spending
would influence their vote
in the next federal elec-
tions — 2026. — Reuters

Thousands mourn Nasrallah

Beirut, Feb. 23: Tens of
thousands of mourners
dressed in black vowed
support for Hezbollah at
the Beirut funeral of slain
leader Hassan Nasrallah
on Sunday, after the group
was dealt major blows in
its last round of hostilities
with Israel.

Hezbollah’s leader Naim
Qassem vowed “resistan-
ce” was not over as tens of
thousands mourned slain
chief Nasrallah at his
funeral, demonstrating
continued support for the
group after a devastating
war with Israel.

Women wailed as a black
truck carrying the coffins
of Nasrallah and Hashem
Safieddine — Nasrallah’s
chosen successor killed in
another Israeli air strike

The coffins of Hezbollah’s slain leaders Hassan Nasral-
lah and Hashem Safieddine are paraded during their
funeral ceremony at the Camille Chamoun Sports City

Stadium on the outskirts of Beirut, on Sunday.

before he could assume
the post — slowly moved
through the crowd, topped
with two black turbans
and draped in Hezbollah’s
yellow flag.

The September killing of
the leader, who led the
movement for more than

RESPIRATORY | CRISIS

— AFP

three decades, dealt a
heavy blow to the Iran-
backed group's reputation
as a fighting force.
Hezbollah, which played
a major role in the count-
ry’s politics, has had a su-
pport base in the majority
Shiite Muslims. @ — AFP

ISRAEL RAMPS
UP OFFENSIVE
IN WEST BANK

Qabatiya (West Bank),
Feb. 23: Israel’s defence
minister said on Sunday
troops would remain “for
the coming year” in parts
of the occupied West Bank
where they have launched
a weekslong offensive and
would prevent displaced
Palestinians from return-
ing, as Israel deepens its
crackdown. Israel launc-
hed a broad offensive on
the northern West Bank
on January 21 — two days
after the ceasefire that
paused the war in Gaza
took hold. — AP

Conservatives will win,
say German exit polls

Ber11n Feb. 23: Germa-
ny’s conservative CDU/-
CSU alliance led by Fri-
edrich Merz won Sunday’s
elections with between
28.5 and 29 per cent of the
vote, according to first TV
exit polls.

The far-right Alternative
for Germany (AfD) follow-
ed in second place with
19.5 to 20 per cent, roughly
doubling its result in the
last election in 2021, based
on initial figures from
public broadcasters ARD
and ZDF.

The leader of the far-
right Alternative for
Germany (AfD) hailed the
party's election result
Sunday after exit polls
gave it a record 19.5 to 20
per cent of the vote.

“We have achieved a his-
toric result,” the party's
top candidate Alice
Weidel told cheering sup-
porters at the AfD’s elec-
tion night party in Berlin,
adding that the anti-immi-
gration party was now
“firmly anchored” in the
political landscape.

Earlier in the day, Ge-
rmans voted in a national
election that is expected to
restore power to Friedrich
Merz’s conservatives whi-
le the far-right Alter-
native for Germany (AfD)
party is forecast to
achieve its best result yet
in Europe’s ailing eco-
nomic powerhouse.

Merz’s CDU/CSU bloc
has consistently led polls
but is unlikely to win a
majority given Germany’s
fragmented political land-
scape, forcing it to sound
out coalition partners.

Those negotiations are
expected to be tricky after
a campaign that exposed
sharp divisions over
migration and how to deal
with the AfD in a country
where far-right politics
carries a particularly
strong stigma because of
its Nazi past.

That could leave unpop-
ular Chancellor Olaf
Scholz in a caretaker role
for months, delaying
urgently needed policies
to revive Europe’s largest

-‘--'ﬂ"

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, German President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier and Friedrich Merz, leader of
Germany’s conservative Christian Democratic Union,

cast their votes, on Sunday.

@ THE FAR-RIGHT Alter-
native for Germany (AfD)
followed in second place
with 19.5 to 20 per cent,
roughly doubling its resu-
It in the last election in
2021, based on initial fig-
ures from public broad-
casters ARD and ZDF.

economy after two consec-
utive years of contraction
and as companies struggle
against global rivals.

It would also create a
leadership vacuum in the
heart of Europe even as it
deals with a host of chal-
lenges, including United
States President Donald
Trump’s threats of a trade
war and attempts to fast-
track a truce deal for Uk-
raine without European
involvement.

Germany, which has an
export-oriented economy
and has long relied on the
US for its security, is par-
ticularly vulnerable.

Germans are more pes-
simistic about their living
standards now than at any
time since the financial
crisis in 2008.

The percentage who say
their situation is improv-
ing dropped sharply from
42% in 2023 to 27% last
year, according to pollster
Gallup.

Attitudes towards migr-
ation have also hardened
in a profound shift in Ge-
rman public sentiment si-
nce its “Refugees Welco-

— AFP

me” culture during Euro-
pe’s 2015 migrant crisis.

Polls opened at 0800 local
time (0700 GMT) and
closed at 1800 (1700 GMT)
when vote counting will
start and exit polls will be
released. About 60 million
people in Germany were
eligible to vote.

Sunday’s election follo-
ws the collapse last Nove-
mber of Scholz’s coalition
of his centre-left Social
Democrats (SPD), the Gre-
ens and pro-market Free
Democrats (FDP) in a row
over budget spending.

The SPD is heading for
its worst result since
World War Two.

The election campaign
has been dominated by
fierce exchanges over the
perception that irregular
immigration is out of con-
trol, fueled by a series of
attacks in which the sus-
pected perpetrators were
of migrant origin.

A Syrian refugee was
arrested over the stabbing
of a tourist at Berlin’s
Holocaust memorial on
Friday. Prosecutors said
he had been planning “to
kill Jews”.

The campaign has also
been overshadowed by the
unusually forceful show of
solidarity by members of
the Trump administrati-
on — including V-P J.D.
Vance and tech billionaire
Elon Musk — for the anti-
migrant AfD and broad-
sides against European
leaders. — Agencies

Ready to quit presidency
for peace, says Zelenskyy

Says step in exchange for Nato membership

Kyiv, Feb. 23: Ukraine’s
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said on Sunday he would
“immediately” quit as
Ukraine’s president in
exchange for the country
gaining Nato member-
ship.

Zelenskyy, who was dem-
ocratically elected the
President of Ukraine in
May 2019, was asked if he
would be willing to “give
up” being President of
Ukraine in exchange for
peace. “Yes, I am happy, if
it is for the peace of
Ukraine,” he told the
press conference.

“If you need me to leave
this chair, I am ready to do
that, and I also can exch-
ange it for Nato me-
mbership for Ukraine,” he
said. His comments came
after US President Donald
Trump called him a “dic-
tator without elections”
earlier in the week.

Ukrainian legislation
bans elections during
martial law, which has
been in place since Russia
launched its invasion in
February 2022. Few Ukra-
inians support the idea of
a poll at a time when
Russia’s invasion has for-
ced millions to flee abr-
oad, and when Ukrainians
are dying. — AFP

Members of the Ukrainian community stage an event to
mark three years since the start of Russia’s invasion of

Ukraine in Bucharest, Romania, on Sunday.

— AP

Trump wants Ukraine
to give back aid money

National Harbour,
United States, Feb. 23: US
President Donald Trump
said on Saturday he was
trying to get money back
for the billions of dollars
sent to support Ukraine’s
war against Russia.

His comments came as
Washington and Kyiv
negotiate a mineral reso-
urces deal Trump wants
as compensation for the

wartime aid his predeces-
sor Joe Biden gave
Ukraine.

It was the latest twist in
a whirlwind first month
since he took office, dur-
ing which he has upend-
ed US foreign policy by
making diplomatic over-
tures towards the
Kremlin over the heads
of Ukraine and Europe.

— AFP

Double pneumonia is an infection that can inflame hoth lungs, make breathing tough

Condition of Pope critical, spent ‘tranquil’ night

Vatican City, Feb. 23: Pope
Francis, in critical condi-
tion battling double pneu-
monia, had a “tranquil”
night and rested following
a respiratory crisis and
blood transfusions, the
Vatican said.

The pope was admitted to
Rome’s Gemelli hospital
on February 14 after expe-
riencing difficulty breath-
ing for several days and
subsequently had pneumo-
nia diagnosed in both
lungs. The Vatican descri-
bed his condition as criti-
cal for the first time on
Saturday, reporting that

4’*

the 88-year-old Francis
had needed supplemental
oxygen and blood transfu-
sions that day after a “pro-
longed asthma-like respi-
ratory crisis”.

“The night was tranquil,
the pope rested,” the Vat-
ican said in a one-sentence
update on Sunday morn-
ing without providing fur-
ther information. A fur-
ther update on the pope’s
condition is expected later
in the day.

Archbishop Rino Fisich-
ella, a senior Vatican offic-
ial, told participants at a
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica

on Sunday morning they
should make their prayers
for Francis “stronger and
more intense”.

The Diocese of Rome,
which the pope leads,
announced a special Mass
for Sunday evening to pray
for Francis, so that he will
have “the strength neces-
sary to get through this
moment of trial”.

Double pneumonia is a
serious infection that can
inflame and scar both lun-
gs, making it difficult to
breathe. The Vatican has
described the pope’s infec-
tion as “complex”, saying

it is being caused by two or
more microorganisms.

Francis, who has been
pope since 2013, has suffe-
red bouts of ill health in
the past two years.

Pope is particularly
prone to lung infections
because he developed
pleurisy as a young adult
and had part of one lung
removed.

Near the Vatican on Sun-
day morning, pilgrims
were expressing concern
for the pope’s condition.

“I am very, very sad,”
said Elvira Romana, from
Italy. — Reuters

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN POPE BECOMES SICK?

dies or resigns, they do not
apply if he is sick or
even unconscious.

AS A RESULT,
even though
Pope Francis
remains
hospitalised in
critical condition,
he is very much in charge.

WHILE THE Vatican has detailed
laws and rituals to ensure the
transfer of power when a pope

10
DAYS

to be Francis’
hospital stay
duration on
Monday.

CANON 335 declares that when the

Holy See is vacant or impeded, nothing

Y A é‘ can be altered in church’s governance.
) In 2021, canon lawyers proposed

norms that argue that the
church must provide for a
totally impeded see and the

It was same length of his hospital
stay for surgery to remove
33 cm (13 inches) of his colon.

transfer of power for the
sake of its own unity.

MARCH 13, 2013

Francis was
elected the
266th pope.
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Friday crash in US mart
gives jitters to investors

LIC hikes stake in banks,
FMCG, telecom firms

LIC SHARE HOLDING IN FIRMS

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, FEB. 23
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Brent crude ($/hbl)* 7425 024  after a volatile week. influences Fed policy growth and corporate October, November 2024 = :
IN 10-Yr bond yield +6.708 -0.004 The US market bench- expectations, affecting earnings revive. while some foreign buying ITC 15.17 15.34
S marks suffered the worst global liquidity and capital was reported in December Source: BSE, FC Research
US 10-Yr T-bill yield 4431 -0.068 single-day on Friday fall flows into Indian markets . 2024. However, the contin-
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April-Dec. period

India’s coal imports remained
flat at 201.30 million tonnes
(MT) in April-December period

of FY25. The country’s coal

import was 201.52 MT in the
year-ago period, according to
mjunction services. Coal import
in December declined to 19.28
MT over 23.35 MT in December
of FY24. “The high stock posi-
tion in domestic market and
lower demand led to a drop in
import volumes,” mjunction MD
and CEO Vinaya Varma said.

New Shop to

increase stores

to 600 in 2025

Tech-enabled convenience

retailer New Shop is on track
to double store count to 600
by year-end, a tally that would
include rebranded 24Seven
stores, and is also eyeing over-
seas expansion. Moreover, a
possible new round of funding
this year would be aimed at

er during the week and
Nasdaq Composite fell 2.2
per cent.

Meanwhile, crude oil
prices declined. Brent-
crude futures slipped to
about $74 a barrel, break-
ing a four-session rising
streak.

“The upcoming week is
set to be dynamic for glob-
al and Indian markets,
driven by key macroeco-
nomic data releases.
Market sentiment will be
shaped by the US and

DEMAND FOR
HOUSES REMAIN
STORNG IN CITIES

New Delhi,

Feb. 23:

India GDP data, inflation,
and core PCE data,” said
Puneet Singhania, direc-
tor, Master Trust Group.
“The release of US per-
sonal consumption expen-
diture (PCE) and US core
PCE will be of significa-
nce. The US PCE inflation
data influences Fed policy,
affecting global liquidity
and capital flows into
Indian markets,” he said.
With foreign investors

continuing to sell stock in
February, analysts say the
revival of foreign invest-
ment will happen in India
when economic growth
and corporate earnings
revive. FPIs have sold
stocks worth %30,588 crore
in February so far.

“After Trump’s victory
in US presidential elec-
tions, the US market has
been attracting huge capi-
tal inflows from rest of

India must correct
US data mismatch

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, FEB. 23

India should correct the
trade data anomalies with
the US before getting into
a bilateral trade agree-
ment. It can also propose a
zero for zero tariff strate-
gy to minimise the impact

were $34.3 billion. This
large gap in reported fig-
ures needs to be recon-
ciled before any trade
negotiations proceed.
Further, India needs to
identify tariff lines where
India can eliminate tariffs
for US imports without
harming domestic indus-

world. But recently, China
has emerged as a major
destination of portfolio
flows. The Chinese presi-
dent’s new initiatives kin-
dled hopes of a growth
recovery in China. Since
Chinese stocks continue
to be cheap, this ‘sell
India, buy China’ trade
may continue,” said V K
Vijayakumar, chief invest-
ment strategist, Geojit
Financial Services.

GRSE SIGNS SHIP
REFIT DEAL WITH
MAURITIUS FIRM

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, FEB. 23

Garden Reach Shipbui-
lders and Engineers
(GRSE), a defence PSU,
has signed a major refit
contract for the Mauritius
government’s ship MCGS
Barracuda, an offshore
patrol vessel of the

end of third quarter of
FY25 shows that it raised
share in 16 companies
while it pared stake in 10
companies and stake
remained unchanged in
two companies (Adani
Ports and SEZ, Tata
Motors) and were below

HDFC Bank, Reliance
Industries, Bharti Airtel,
Larsen & Toubro and ITC.

Other significant buys
were Kotak Bank, Bajaj
Finserv, Bajaj Finance
and Power Grid.

As a contrarian investor,
Life Insurance Corporat-

Free-look option
worries insurers

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAI, FEB. 23

The government’s plan to
introduce a one-year free
look cancellation period
for insurance policies
while being customer cen-
tric, may result in policy
returns by majority hold-
ers, potential misuse by
agents, and financial loss-
es for insurance firms.
The free look period is
the timeframe during
which policyholders can
cancel their policy
without penalties if

company has paid 40 per
cent commission to the
agent, has incurred admi-
nistrative costs towards
policy and cannot recover
all costs. Thirdly, other
financial products such as
mutual funds have exit
loads while fixed deposits
have a penalty if redee-
med before maturity,”
added insurance official.
Vighnesh Shahane, chief
executive officer of Ageas
Fede-ral Life Insura-nce,
“While one year free-
look period is cer-
tainly customer

stake came down during
third quarter as it booked
profit when their shares
were near one year high
in mid-December, 2024.
Sun Pharma, Titan,
NTPC, Mahindra & Mahi-
ndra also saw LIC’s stake
fall slightly.

INDIA’S EXPORTS
FAIL TO MATCH
GDP GROWTH

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, FEB. 23

India’s export-GDP ratio
has declined from 17.16
per cent to 12.37 per cent
in the past 10 years, main-
ly due to the weakening
shipments to its Asian

bringing in new investment Demand for residential of reciprocal tariffs tries and agriculture. Mauritius National Coast  they believe it was centric there is a  peers, including China.

partners to handhold and properties remains “very  instead of bilateral “We may exclude Guard. Originally, built mis-sold. chance that it The increasing US
guide the firm through the next strong” across major trade. most agriculture by GRSE, this vessel is the An  insurance could be misused exports has been helping
phase of growth. cities but the euphoria Before entering lines from this list.  first export warship built  official told by agents and cus- India maintain the ratio

Trident plans
greenfield
expansion in India

Textiles firm Trident Group is
charting out plans for green-
field expansion in India, which

seen in the last few years
is mellowing down a little
bit, said Pirojsha Godrej,
the executive chairperson
of Godrej Properties.

Godrej Properties is one
of the leading real estate
developers in the country.
It became the largest list-
ed realty firm in 2024 in
terms of sales bookings
or pre-sales by selling
more than 28,000 crore
worth of properties.

In an interview, Pirojsha
Godrej noted that there is
no demand slowdown in
the housing market, as
reflected from the compa-
ny's pre-sales numbers.

“Am I seeing a slowdown
in demand? The answer is
'No'. Because we have
seen %500-crore plus sales
in our new housing proj-

talks, India has to
correct the dis-
crepancies in the
trade data reported
by India and the US
for CY 2024, said GTRI.
According to India's
Directorate General of
Commercial Intelligence
and Statistics, India’s exp-
orts to the US was $73.7
billion and imports from
the US were $39.1 billion.
However, as per US data,
India's exports to the US
stood at $91.2 billion,
while imports from India

To prepare such a
list, India can refer
to its FTA tariff
offers to Japan,
Korea, and Asean as a
starting point. This list
should be discussed with
the US before April,” said
Ajay Srivastava, founder,
GTRI. If the US accepts,
reciprocal tariff may be
low or near zero for India.
Though this zero for zero
tariff violates WTO MFN
rules, it is less harmful
compared to negotiating a
full FTA deal.

WHAT ARE GPUs?

GRAPHIC PROCESSING unit (GPU) designed initially
for image and video rendering. Later, its ability to
perform vast numbers of calculations in parallel led to

and delivered by an
Indian shipyard.

“The refit project under-
scores GRSE’s commit-
ment to excellence and its
growing role as a global
leader in ship refit servic-
es. In a recent success
story, GRSE completed
the refit of the Seychelles
National Coast Guard
Vessel in May 2024. This
initiative is a key compo-
nent of India’s efforts to
bolster maritime security
and support strategic
nations in IOR,” it said.

Financial Chronicle,
“A one- year free look
cancellation per-iod
means a person could
return thier life insur-
ance policy on 364th day
and ask for premium to be
returned but the insurer
has covered the risk of life
for 364 days. The risk
cover started from date of
commencement of the
policy and if policy holder
had died the next day, the
nominee would be entitled
to full sum assured.”
“Secondly, the insurance

tomers and lead to

financial losses for
insurers. One month is
sufficient time for policy-
holders to understand the
terms and conditions and
realise if it was mis-sold
to them or not,” added
Shahane.

Earlier, the finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
has asked the insurers to
extend the free look peri-
od for insurance policies
from current one month
to one year to curb the

mis-selling.
WLV
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SOUTH KOREA to
procure above
18,000 GPUs and

from falling more.
However, the tariff war is
likely to see the ratio dete-
riorate further in the
coming years.

As per the data from
Reserve Bank of India,
India’s export-GDP ratio,
which stood at 17.16 per
cent in FY13-14, is down to
12.37 per cent in FY24,
after having declined to a
low to 11.08 per cent in the
pandemic year of FY21.

The main contributor to
this decline has been
shrinking exports to
Asian countries. The
exports to China, which
stood at $18 billion in
FY11-12 is down to $16 bil-
lion, recovering from $9
billion in FY16.

Similarly, Hong Kong
has seen Indian ship-

is gradually emerging as a qua-  ect launches in five differ- adoption in diverse fields including artificial intelligence (Al). Saudi Arabia ments declining from $14
lity and brand sourcing hub, ent cities (during the YA B already procured billion in FY18 to $8 bil-
while domestic consumption is December quarter) across THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT IS GOING CTUEN VAL ERS 3,000 GPUs from lion in FY24. Exports to

also expected to multiply goin-
g forward, its CEO Samir Josh-
ipura said. The group, which
has earmarked 31,000 crore
capex for FY26, is currently at
a planning stage for its expan-
sion plans and to announce it
sometime next year, he said.

North, South, West and
East India. That to me is
pretty indicative of a very
strong housing market,”
he said.

Pirojsha added: “But, I
would say that some of
that euphoria is perhaps

DOES /
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FUTURE

GPU

HOW MUCH POWER DOES AN
Al GPU CONSUME?

TO LAUNCH AN INDIAN Al COMPUTE PORTAL
WHICH WILL COVER UP TO 40 PER CENT OF COM-
PUTE COSTS. THE GOVERNMENT IS PROCURING
AROUND 14,000 GRAPHICS PROCESSING UNITS
(GPUs) FOR THE PORTAL FROM 10 COMPANIES.

WHO PRODUCE GPUs?

Yotta Data

TEN COMPANIES

Services, E2E
Networks, Jio
Platforms, AWS,

Nvidia for develop-
ing the Al ecosys-
tem. Indonesia also
made an agreement
with Nvidia for
developing Al.

Singapore, which stood at
$16.7 billion in FY12 is
down to $14.4 billion after
dropping to $7.7 billion in
FY16. Indonesian exports
are down from $6.6 billion
in FY12 to $5.9 billion in
FY24.

Tata Communica- g
mellowing down a little US COMPANIES hold a tions and others "‘ H a The exports to the
bit, particularly in Delhi- GPUs ARE IDEAL for Al models AN Al GPU can use 700 watts at major share in GPUs pro- | Will provide NEURAL . Middle East have been
NCR... It has settled intoa  as they can perform parallel peak usage whereas a mid-range | duction. Nvidia alone holds | diversified Al (NP proclessmg almost stagnant in the 10-
M : I'k | t more sort of standard  processing and easy to compute gaming GPU might only use about 80 per cent of the | GPUS, including unlllt Ei Ukla S0 | year period. The exports
ariCo like y 0 strong market. large data sets. Large-scale Al around 150 watts. So, if 14,000 | global GPU market share | Intel Gaudi 2, cafled ap acceler-  to UAE, which stood at $33
d bI d ' h EuPléoerla thzt1}t1 Was  training often requires multi- PUs deployed for Al comput- followed by Intel and AMD. | AMD MI300X, ato;, IS _asteArI '{‘ y bﬂhog . H$}35 g?ﬁ" hﬁs
See aounie |g |t o o Tave oo e ofte ble GPUs, ranging from 2-4 for ‘=8 ng approximately Meanwhile, India plans to | NVIDIA H100, gﬁ{j 3225":%55 ASKS  paal O ped bIion by
th . FYZ 5 little bit, but demand Medium-sized models to 4 or 9.8 million watts of | < have indigenous GPU in H200, A100, and power than Saudi Arabian exports
g rOW In remains very strong,” he ~ Mmore for very large models. electricity is used. the next 3 to 5 years. AWS Tranium. GPU L4 remain at $11 billion in
observed. — PTI : these 10 years.

Marico expects to deliver a
double-digit revenue growth in
FY25 helped by sequential
improvement with price hike
and better volume, its MD and
CEO Saugata Gupta said.
However, he also mentioned
that as far as profitability is
concerned there is inflationary
pressure on material inputs in
second half of FY25 and oper-
ating margin should be in
broad region of 20 per cent
with cost management system.
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PAY TME | Experts predict average wage hike between 4% and 8.5% this year |nd | a Asean free

Salary hike in I'T sector to be moderate trade ta

New Delhi, Feb. 23: Salary
increments in India’s $250
billion IT services sector
are projected to be moder-
ate in fiscal year 2025, as
companies navigate a com-
plex landscape of global
economic uncertainties,
evolving skill demands,
and the increasing adop-
tion of artificial intelli-
gence (AI), according to
experts.

Industry experts predict
an average wage increase
of 4-8.5 per cent, a notable
step down from previous
years, signalling a shift
towards more pragmatic
compensation strategies.

“The outlook for salary

4’*

hikes thlS year is quite
cautious,” noted Krishna
Vij, VP, TeamLease Digital.
“This slowdown is largely
due to global economic
challenges, reduced discre-
tionary spending, and shif-
ting business priorities.”
Companies are being
more conservative with
their salary budgets, and
many have even pushed
their appraisal cycles
beyond the usual April-
June period, she said,
which has made salary
revisions less predictable
in the current scenario.
“Organisations are shift-
ing to skills-based pay,
leveraging Tier II hiring

for cost efficiency. Instead
of salary hikes, retention
bonuses, ESOPs, and proj-
ect-based incentives are

being implemented as
compensation strategies,”
Vij said.

Reed & Willow chief exe-
cutive officer Janoo Moti-

ani said, “The days of dou-
ble- d1g1t hikes seem behi-
nd us - at least for now. The
industry is settling into a
more pragmatic rhythm,
with average hikes expect-
ed to hover between 5 per
cent and 8.5 per cent. This
aligns with the cautious
optimism seen across the
sector. TCS has taken the
lead, announcing hikes
ranging from 4-8 per cent
effective April 2025, setting
the tone for the rest of the
industry. However, Infosys,
HCLTech, Wipro, and Tech
Mahindra are holding off
on final announcements,”
she shared.

While this might seem

like a conservative appro-
ach, she said, it reflects the
market reality - tempered
growth, rise of Al-led effi-
ciencies, and shifting clie-
nt demands are influenci-
ng how companies allocate
compensation budgets.
The distribution of
salary hikes is expected to
vary significantly across
different employee levels.
According to Adecco
India, mid-level and sen-
ior-level employees with
in-demand skills, particu-
larly those related to artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), and
strong performance are
likely to receive larger
increases. — PTI

+

New Delhi, Feb. 23: The
next round of negotia-
tions for reviewing the
India-Asean free trade
agreement (FTA) in goods
is expected in April,
though the pace of talks is
slow, an official said.

A FTA in goods between
India and 10-nation bloc
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)
was signed in 2009.

The ASEAN trade deal
came into force in Janua-
ry 2010. In August 2023,
both sides announced a
complete review of the
existing agreement in
goods by 2025. “The pace

ks In April

of talks is slow,” the offi-
cial said.

ASEAN as a group is
India’s one of major trade
partners with about 11 per
cent share in the coun-
try’s global trade.

The review of the agree-
ment is a long-standing
demand of Indian indus-
try and India is looking
forward to an upgraded
pact which will address
current asymmetries in
bilateral trade and will
make trade more bal-
anced. India is asking for
the review to eliminate
barriers and misuse of
the pact. — PTI
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Bumrah receives
his ICC awards

Dubai: India pacer Jasprit
Bumrah on Sunday received his
ICC honours, including the
Men’s Cricketer of the Year and
Men’s Test Cricketer of the Year
awards, before the start of the
Champions Trophy match
between India and Pakistan
here.

Bumrah is not playing in the
Champions Trophy as he has
been sidelined with a back
issue.

The 31-year-old was present
here to collect the awards,
which also includes a place in
the Men’s Test and T20Il Teams
for 2024.

The ICC posted photographs of
Bumrah with each of his four
awards — including two caps —
and wrote on X, “Jasprit
Bumrah receives his
#ICCAwards and Team Of The
Year caps for a stellar 2024.”
Bumrah had also met his India
teammates on Sunday during
their warm-up drills before the
match against Pakistan.
Bumrah had an outstanding
Test season last year, taking 71
wickets in 13 matches with the
second-best effort coming from
England’s Gus Atkinson who
claimed 52 wickets in 11 match-
es. — PTI

lan says hye to
journalistic career

New Delhi: Legendary cricketer
lan Chappell’s insightful writ-
ings, critical reviews and anec-
dotes from his playing days will
be missed after the Australian
icon called curtains on his more
than five-decade-long journalis-
tic career, penning his last
piece on Sunday.

The 81-year-old fondly recalled
some of the best moments he
has written about, including the
legendary battle between
Sachin Tendulkar and the late
spin wizard Shane Warne in the
1998 Chennai Test, as well as
VVS Laxman'’s iconic 281
against Australia in Kolkata, in
his last column for
ESPNcricinfo.

“There have been many pleas-
ures from writing, notably
Sachin Tendulkar combating
Shane Warne in Chennai. Other
highlights included writing
about the genius of Brian Lara,
Ricky Ponting’s aggression, and
VVS Laxman’s classic 281 in
Kolkata,” Chappell wrote.
However, he felt the time was
right for him to “put down the
pen and pack away the com-
puter”, adding that retirement
from journalism was as emo-
tional as stepping away from
cricket. — PT/

Barcelona hattle
to keep Liga lead

Barcelona: Barcelona were
below par but earned a 2-0 win
at Las Palmas on Saturday to
move back top of La Liga.
After Atletico Madrid beat
Valencia 3-0 to temporarily
take pole position, the Catalans
replaced them with a narrow
victory on the road and sit one
point ahead of the Rojiblancos.
Substitute Dani Olmo produced
a fine finish before Ferran
Torres drilled home to settle
the game and earn Barca
revenge for a shock home
defeat by Las Palmas earlier in
the season.

Champions Real Madrid, third,
can pull level on points with
Barcelona if they beat Girona at
home on Saturday.

Julian Alvarez bagged a brace
as Atletico were able to climb
to the top of the pile for a cou-
ple of hours.

The Argentina international
reached nine league goals for
the season with his first half
double before Angel Correa
steered home the third late on.
— AFP

Man, Bhagirathi
emerge champs

New Delhi: Uttarakhand’s Man
Singh and Bhagirathi Bisht
respectively won the men’s and
women’s titles at the Apollo
Tyres New Delhi Marathon race
here on Sunday.

The 35-year-old Singh, the
2024 Asian Marathon
Championship winner, clocked
an impressive time of 2:15:24s
to emerge winner in a competi-
tive men’s elite field.

Pardeep Chaudhary (2:15:29s)
and Akshay Saini (2:15:34s)
were right on his heels, but fin-
ished second and third respec-
tively.

Bhagirathi, also from
Uttarakhand, claimed the top
spot among elite women with a
time of 02:48:59s. Thakor
Bharatjee (02:49:16) and
Ashwini Jadhav (02:50:48) won
the silver and bronze respec-
tively.

A marathon race covers a dis-
tance of 42.195km.

National badminton team chief
coach Pullela Gopichand and
former Indian cricket captain
Ajinkya Rahane flagged off the
races. — PTI

ond successive loss.

Chasing a tricky 242, India rode on
Kohli’s 51st ODI ton, Shreyas Iyer’s classy
67-ball 56 and Shubman Gill’s brilliant
start of 46 off 52 balls to overhaul the tar-
get with more than seven overs to spare.

Kohli rebelled against his own modest
recent form and a dangerous opposition
to peel off a memorable knock that took
111 balls and was punctuated with seven

fours.

Pakistan, on the other hand, are on
their way out of the tournament of which

they are the hosts.

Once again, they ran into their old
nemesis — Kohli. The 36-year-old had sev-
eral demons of his own to tame — a lean
run, recurring form of dismissals and
struggles against spin.

But he slayed each one of them, in a
manner befitting a batter who also
became the quickest to 14,000 ODI runs
during the course of the knock.

Pakistan might have hoped to hustle
him a bit through pacers Shaheen Shah
Afridi and Haris Rauf.

But Kohli drove them on the up with
elan or pulled them with audacity as
Pakistan’s premier pacers transformed
into dejected figures after the early high
of Afridi castling Rohit Sharma (20 off 15
balls) with a peach of a yorker.

Perhaps, the biggest hope Pakistan har-
boured against Kohli would have been
leg-spinner Abrar Ahmed, considering
the Indian’s recent travails against
England’s Adil Rashid.

Kohli did have a couple of tough
moments against Ahmed but none big
enough to put him in distress. He largely
dealt with him in singles, cutting down
risks. But the Pakistan quicks offered
him enough chances to free his arms.

At the other end, Iyer flowed with a vari-
ety of shots but a 103 metre six off spin-
ner Salman Agha was the standout hit
during his tenure, in which he assisted

Dubai, Feb. 23: Virat Kohli showcased his
penchant to lord over Pakistan in ICC
tournaments once more as the batting
icon’s glittering unbeaten 100 helped
India claim an authoritative six-wicket
win over their traditional rivals and all
but seal a semifinal spot
Champions Trophy here on Sunday. The
victory should be enough for India, who
are now on top of Group A with four
points, to make the last four. However,
Pakistan are staring at early elimination
from the eight-team event after their sec-

KOHLI PUNCH

Virat hits 51st ODI ton as India
all but seal CT semifinal slot with
thumping win over Pakistan

in the

Kohli to raise 114 runs for the third wick- .1 %

et.

Iyer had to walk back to the hut
after Imam-ul-Haq pulled off a
stunner at covers off spinner
Shah although
replays suggested that the
ball might have been
grounded. But by

Khushdil

then, India had
already shut
the door on
Pakistan. ul
— PTI

i SCORECARD

| _." Pakistan: Imam-ul-Haq run out (Axar) 10, Babar

Azam c Rahul b Pandya 23, Saud Shakeel ¢ Axar
b Pandya 62, Mohammad Rizwan b Axar 46,
Salman Aga c Jadeja b Kuldeep 19, Tayyab Tahir
b Jadeja 4, Khushdil Shah ¢ Kohli b Rana 38,
Shaheen Shah Afridi low b Kuldeep O, Naseem
Shah ¢ Kohli b Kuldeep 14, Haris Rauf run out

A

(Axar/Rahul) 8, Abrar Ahmed not out O. Extras

(Ib-8, w-9) 17. Total (all out in 49.4 overs) 241.

Fall of wickets: 1-41, 2-47, 3-151, 4-159, 5-165, 6-
200, 7-200, 8-222, 9-241.

Bowling: Mohammed Shami 8-0-43-0, Harshit
Rana 7.4-0-30-1, Hardik Pandya 8-0-31-2, Axar
Kuldeep Yadav 9-0-40-3,
Ravindra Jadeja 7-0-40-1.

India: Rohit Sharma b Afridi 20, Shubman Gill b
Abrar 46, Virat Kohli not out 100, Shreyas lyer ¢
Imam b Shah 56, Hardik Pandya ¢ Rizwan b
Afridi 8, Axar Patel not out 3. Extras (w-11) 11.
Total (for 4 wickets in 42.3 overs) 244.

Fall of wickets: 1-31, 2-100, 3-214, 4-223.

Bowling: Shaheen Shah Afridi 8-0-74-2, Naseem
Shah 8-0-37-0, Haris Rauf 7-0-52-0, Abrar
Khushdil Shah 7.3-0-43-1,

Patel 10-0-49-1,

Ahmed 10-0-28-1,
Salman Agha 2-0-10-0.

]

Dubai, Feb. 23: India
superstar Virat Kohli
on Sunday created his-

® Coincidentally,
both Kohli and
Tendulkar scored

Internationals, surpass-

ing the legendary legendary Indian
Sachin Tendulkar’s pre- Sachin Tendulkar
vious record, during the (18,246 runs) and Sri
Champions Trophy Lanka’s Kumar
clash against Pakistan Sangakkara (14,234
here. runs).

Kohli is now only the
third batter in ODI
cricket to have scored
14,000 runs, after the

Kohli is the quickest-
ever to the milestone,
having completed his
14,000 ODI runs in 287

b B

| Kohli qu1ckest to score |-
14k runs in ODI cricket |

innings.
Tendulkar had taken
350 innings to reach the

irat Kohli
plays a shot
against
Pakistan
during their
Champions
Trophy
match in
Dubai o
Sun

Before him,

ickost batter 1o acore their 14,000th ODI (8 FRIE argaidara [
14,000 runs in One-Day run against Pakistan. Coincidentally, both

Kohli and Tendulkar |
scored their 14,000th |
ODI
Pakistan. The India No.
3 needed only 15 runs on
Sunday to reach the
milestone, which he did
with a four through cov-
ers off Haris Rauf in I
the 13th over of the run
chase.

run against | |l|
|

— PT1
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At 36, tough to play hge ocks Virat

Dubali, Feb. 23; Virat Kohli
said hlS plan was to attack
the pacers and take less
risk against the spinners
in the high-pressure
Champions Trophy clash
against Pakistan here on
Sunday and having
steered the team home
with a sparkling hundred,
his 36-year-old body is
happy to get a week-long
break before the next
game.

Kohli got majority of his
runs from running the
quick singles and doubles
as he collected only seven
fours in his 100 not out off
111 balls.

“At 36, a week off is very
good. It takes a lot out of
me to put in that much
effort,” said the superstar
referring to the last Group
A clash against New
Zealand on March 2.

He completed his 51st
ODI hundred with a four
off the last ball of the
match. Heading into the
high-stakes game, Kohli

4’7

India’s Axar Patel (second from right) celebrates with Kuldeep Yadav after he run-
out Pakistan batter Imam-ul-Haq (second from left) during their Champions Trophy

match at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium on Sunday. — AP
tant game, where a spot
gles against the spinners.  for semis was there to be

“It feels good to bat in taken, after Rohit
that manner in an impor- (Sharma) fell (20 off 15

balls). My job was clear —
to control the middle
overs, not take risks
against spinners and take

had his fair share of strug-

on pacers.

“I was happy with the
template, it’s how I play in
ODIs,” said Kohli at the
post-match presentation
after scoring his fourth
hundred against Pakistan.

When asked about his
approach in the innings,
Kohli said: “I have a
decent understanding of
my game. It’s about keep-
ing the outside noise away,
take care of my energy
levels and thoughts.

“It’s easy for me to get
pulled into expectations
and frenzy around games
like these (India-
Pakistan). I kept telling
myself I'll give my 100 per
cent while fielding. It’s
why I take pride in it.
When you put your head
down and go about your
work, things work out.”

He also credited Rohit,
Shubman Gill (46) and
Shreyas Iyer (56) for tak-
ing on the pacers on a
tricky pitch.

— PTT
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CHAMPIONS | TROPHY |

I
Confident Kiwis
aim for semi spot

Rawalpindi, Feb. 23: A
confident New Zealand
side will be eager to seal
their semifinal spot when
they take on Bangladesh,
who will be fighting for
survival, in their
Champions Trophy
Group A match here on
Monday.

The Black Caps started
their campaign in domi-
nant fashion, defeating
hosts Pakistan by 60 runs.
This emphatic victory
placed them at the top of
Group A with a healthy
net run rate of 1.200. A
win on Monday will put
them within touching dis-
tance of a semifinal
berth.

Bangladesh, on the
\\ other hand, suf-
, fered a six-wicket

S Joss to India and

currently sit third
in the group with a net
run rate of -0.408. They
must secure a victory to
stay in contention for the
knockout stage.

New Zealand looked
clinical in their opening
match, and their recent
triumph in the tri-series
has further helped them
adapt to the conditions in
Pakistan.

However, they now face
a selection dilemma with
the potential return of
Rachin Ravindra from a
head injury In his
absence, Devon Conway
and Will Young opened
the innings. Initially,
Young was expected to
make way for Ravindra,
but the right-hander’s
century against Pakistan
has complicated the deci-
sion — in a positive way.

Moreover, Young has
consistently proven his
ability to handle spin
bowling effectively.
Dropping him would also
disrupt the left-hand-
right-hand combination
at the top, which could be
crucial for New Zealand’s

CHAMPIONS Match 6

TROPHY 2025 Group A

Bangladesh vsi
New Zealand
Feb 24, 2:30 pm IST
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium

g== Rank | Rank
85 Y

Head-to-Head in ODIs

Matches played: 45

Bangladesh

won: 11

No New
Result: 1 == Zealand
Highest Total won: 33
Bangladesh: 309/6
New Zealand: 341/7 KBK
batting strategy.

Meanwhile, Conway

appears to be regaining
his best form. Apart from
this selection call, New
Zealand look well-settled
and are unlikely to make
further changes to their
playing XI.

Bangladesh, however,
face an uphill task and
must regroup quickly
after their disappointing
defeat against neighbours
India.

The pressure will be on
their top order to deliver,
as their batting struggles
were evident in the previ-
ous match.

If not for the 154-run
sixth-wicket partnership
between Jaker Ali and
Towhid Hridoy,
Bangladesh would have
struggled to even reach
100. Their bowlers per-
formed well but lacked
the runs to defend.

Adding to their woes,
sloppy fielding cost them
valuable opportunities,
and they will need a sig-
nificant improvement in
that area if they hope to
challenge a quality side
like New Zealand. — PTT

Josh Inglis

ENGLAND-BORN INGLIS
SHINES FOR AUSTRALIA

Lahore (Pakistan), Feb.
23: England-born Josh
Inglis described his
match-winning century
for Australia against his
native country in the
Champions Trophy on
Saturday as “special” and
admitted the days he sup-
ported the English in
sport “are long gone”.
Inglis was born in the
northern city of Leeds
but relocated to Perth as a

14-year-old.
Since then, the wicket-
keeper/batsman has

established his interna-
tional credentials, firstly
as a white-ball player and
then making his Test
debut last month.

On Saturday the 29-year-
old smashed an unbeaten
maiden ODI hundred
against the country of his
birth to help Australia to
a record Champions
Trophy chase of 352 runs
and a five-wicket win in
Lahore.

Asked if he still sup-
ports England, Inglis
replied: “Those days are
long gone, I think. But I
still support (Mancheser)
City in football.

“I've already had a few

® Inglis was born in
the northern city of
Leeds but relocated to
Perth as a 14-year-old.
Since then, the wicket-
keeper/batsman has
established his
international
credentials, firstly as a
white-ball player and
then making his Test
debut last month.

messages from England,
so that’s been nice.”

On making a century, he
added: “I think it’s really
special. It doesn’t matter
who it’s against. I think,
like I said before, it’s a
really tight, quick tourna-
ment. You’'ve got to be
right on it from the first
game.

“So, I think that’s proba-
bly the most pleasing
thing, to get a win on the
board in game one.”

Inglis brought
Australia’s tough chase
back on track from a pre-
carious 136/4 with a fifth-
wicket stand of 146 with
Alex Carey who made a
solid 63-ball 69.

— AFP
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