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Alibag gets Shreyas 1s the new face of

groovin this financiglservices group
with DJ | o o

Verp s
&
_ ambassador. With his recent

performances, Shrevas has
s winter fades and the season of cele-
bration begins, Samira Habitats, one of

SAMIR/\
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lTH EMBIEAS) COLLECTIVE

Shreyas lyer and
Bhupinder Singh

Bhupinder Singh, Founder &
Group CEO, InCred, said, “We are
proud to welcome Shreyas as our new
brand ambassador, following the
legendary Rahul Dravid. Shreyas’
fearless mindset and unwavering
determination complement our brand
promise of helping individuals
achieve their financial goals with

demonstrated his versatile style and
Alibag’s luxury realty and lifestyle

ability to adapt, anchor and accelerate

the innings when needed, capturing the
hearts of Indians, both young and old.

leaders, teams up with DJ Ageel, Bollywood's

renowned artiste for his electronic beats, for an

exclusive collaboration — Light & Dark - The

Alibag Collective. absolute confidence. Together, we look
A tribute to the tangle-free, effortless life- / Ry ; (o N\ forward to empowering more people
stvle across Mumbai's bay, this unique mix - | ¥ A VS B to rise beyond the ordinary”

captures the essence of Alibag, weaving its
serene landscapes with the pulsating rhythm
of electronic music. Recorded across the tap-
estry of Alibag, the mix is set for a world-
wide release on February 21.

Stay tuned as Samira Habitats brings the
coolest collaboration of the season - where
luxury meets rhythm and light meets dark.

Shrevas added, “In cricket,
evervone has a view but when it
comes to finance a few command the
understanding. I'm thrilled to team
up with InCred, a class-leading
financial services provider — to spread
awareness about finance and their
game-changing financial products.”
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‘THERE'S MUCH TO LEARN FROM
THE WOMEN IN OUR LIVES’

HEMA
MALINI

MINDY KALING GETS A
STAR ON HOLLYWOOD
WALK OF FAME

Two generations of women - both actresses and dancers, Hema Maliniand Mindy Kaling
her daughter Esha Deol - shared their perspectives on the evolving roles of | 2,800th star on the
ollywo a

women adapting to changing times at a recent session in Bengaluru

of Fame during a
ceremony in LA on
Tuesday. "This is
= one of the times
where I'm going

: ' , . to force myself
Being a millennial, our generation to be in the
witnessed maximum transition. Lﬂ{?ﬁﬁlﬁ;ﬂ
Technically and emotionally, our racoanition”
generation went through much. We Mindy joked.

had freedom growing up. We s

strayed, but a strong foundation
brought us back
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| was born into a very traditional Hyderabad family. My
mother was a strong personality. My transition as a dancer
was beautiful, though strict. | faced hardship; | wasn't
allowed to play like other girls. But because of my own
experience, | didn't want to impose the same on my girls

| grew up in a South Indian,
almost all women household -
my grandmom, cousins -
most of us were women, but
strong-headed, strong
personalities. | saw

so many variations of what
women could be within

one household

_Niharika Lal

{ Images generated by Al: for representational purposes onkh

S Cinemas are obligated

Don't waste viewers' time, play ads in intermission

What happened

A consumer commission in
Bengaluru has ordered PVR
INOX to ensure that movie
tickets mention the actual
start time of a film, not

the time when ads are
screened before a film.
While the cinema chain
claimed that it is legally
obligated to screen certain Public
Service Announcement (PSA), the
Consumer Commission stated,
"Cinemas should concentrate on
telecasting commercial ads as
well as PSAs as per the guidelines
during the intermission of the
movie. They can telecast PSAs 10
mins prior to the movie."

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Background

» A complainant claimed that
around 25 minutes of his time was
wasted when he went to watch
Sam Bahadur in 2023 at a mall in
Bengaluru, as he was shown long
commercial ads before the film

+ He booked tickets worth ¥825.66
for a 4.05pm show. He entered
the theatre around 4pm. However,
the cinema played ads and movie
trailers from 4 to 4.25pm, and the
film began only at 4.30pm

» The complainant claimed the
30-minute delay disrupted his plan
to return to work by 6:30pm

* The cinema chain claimed that it
was required to play PSAs

» The consumer forum found that
95% of the ads played before
the movie attended by the
complainant were not government
PSAs but commercial ads

The cinema accused the complainant of —

violating anti-piracy laws by filming ads r:r‘-‘et ; l.lndEI' thE Iﬂw tu screen
! ; : ANy 3 2

during the Som Bahadur screening. However, = certain PS AS: CII‘IEI‘I‘IHS

the District Consumer Commission, Bengaluru,
ruled that the complainant had filmed only
the commercial ads played before the movie, r

notkhe film i

¢

In their defence, the cinema chain claimed,
"Cinemas are obligated under the law to
screen certain Public Service Announcement
(PSA) in the form of short films and
documentaries provided by the Central
Government or State Government from
time to time. The main objective of such
announcements is to spread awareness
amongst the citizens about the important
|l » social issues. These PSAs are
= screened during prime time, prior
to screening of any movie, when the
audience are seated inside

dlkingPoint the theatre?
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‘25-30 minutes is not
less (time) to sit idle
in the theatre’

The District Consumer Commission said
in a statement, "In the new erg, time is
considered money. Each one's time

is precious, no one has the right

to gain benefit out of others' time
and money. 25-30 minutes is not

less (time) to sit idle in the theatre
and watch whatever the theatre
telecasts. It is very hard for busy
people with tight schedules to

watch unnecessary advertisements.”

Bengaluru Man Syes PVR-
INF)X For Wasting His Time
With 25-Minute Ads, Wins

The directions by Consumer Commission

« Cinema tickets should specify the
actual movie start time for the public.

» Advertisements should not be shown
beyond the scheduled show time the expenses he bore to file the
stated on the ticket complaint

« The district consumer forum further » 21lakh as punitive damages for
ordered the cinema to pay 720,000 engaging in unfair trade practice

We are currently
reviewing the order in
detail and firmly believe that
we have a strong case.
Accordingly, we infend to
challenge the decision before

the appropriate legal forum
- PVR INOX in a statement

6 The viewers who are seated early in
the theatre watch advertisements

silently till the scheduled time. Taking

beyond the scheduled time for the purpose

of telecasting the advertisements that too

commercial advertisements, is unjust

and unfair - District Consumer Commission, Bengaluru

to the complainant for causing him
mental agony and inconvenience,
and an additional 228,000 towards
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on't worry about heing
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typecast, says Sayli Salunkhe **
avll Salunkhe, who has been worry about being tvpecast because
part of daily soaps like Bo- ‘ |don't worry about every role is a new opportunity to
hot Pyaar Karte Hai, beine tvpecast showcase something different.”
Baatein Kuch Ankahee 5i and Pu- gyp A Adapting to the demands of a
kaar - Dil Se Dil Tak, is stepping because every role is a new mythological show required a shift
into the mythological genre for H in her performance style, She ex-
the first time with Siddharth EKu- nppurtqnlfy .Il 0 showcase plains, “Performing in a mythologi-
mar Tewarv’s Veer Hanuman - Sﬂfﬂ&fhlﬂg different cal show is very different; it's more
Bolo Bajrang Bali Ki Jai. theatrical and larger than life. I've i y
Taking on a mythological role had to work on my posture, hand K Sayli
often raises concerns about being typecast, but Sayli has gestures and dialogue delivery to bring a certain gravi- > Salunkhe
no such fears. The actress, who will portray Mata Anjani  tas to the role. The elaborate costumes naturally make
in the show, shares, “It's a completely different experi- vou feel more grand and graceful.”
ence and a good opportunity to grow as an actor: I don't — Neha Maheshwri
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be at least one seven letter word. Plurals,
foreign words and proper names are
A not allowed. British English Dictionary is
- used as reference.
MES Inter:ly»

TIMES Inter:la»

Famamiling Fgie [ eseriling i

| T, Lo g e

SOLUTIONS TO GAMES/PUZZLES

TIMES SUDOKU LOOP THE LOOP TIMES HITORI
LIE(£]¥|Z|9[B]S(6 c| [e-
— gEPEE_ELEI ! :-3:.-;.-‘
INYOUR THUMB PRINT
ANREERENEENG "TrbrTa0T AL
S5 ) riglolilzlz|ele[8 - wzlz| -z
"Naadi Shastra gives accurate predictions because s i CACHE Slotle vieigds il T
it's pre-defined & pre-documented by the sages" U~ ;E* rcanann s ERENEIRE
Shri S. Rajendran, renowned Naadi Astrologer gives accurate predictions using your A R T G A L L E R Y <. SPELLATHON SCRAMBLE
thumb print. Over the last 35 years, Film Stars, Businessmen, Professionals & many 21105 {00k - 30uAUe
Families have benefitted by his forecast. Naadi Shastra - a 2000 year old Astrological . . oo VB EOR| UBOR AUBR BULIP B LLIOM },U1E 842U Y IBMSLY
Science is all about reading one’s life history - Past, Present & Future - from well No. 187, G?pnsnfa Moti R R AR AR IR AN
preserved palm leaves scripted by Vashista Rishi - Family, Education & Career, Love & | Mahal, Zainab Villa, Turner ASTRO ON >3
Marriage, Children & their Future, Business & Investments, Foreign Visits, Health, | Rd, Bandra West fooiviason o A EL SOV O e D SRR —
Property, Litigations, Secrets of Success....Naadi Shastra is not just about e e T e L
predictions but it's a one stop solution. Besides answering queries Eatfo Madresta ukhajes Scipori o o o nows e A A, © Al s et Rapocin i i o n pa
K . such as the lucky phase of life, lucrative job offers in India & s i
y P J
- abroad, right life partner, child birth, health, business obstacles...
. 'f« italso offers corrective remedies. 10:00 AM - 08:00 PM
.* /' MEET YOUR DESTINY, KNOW YOUR FUTURE, START YOUR JOURNEY... E N T E H TA I " M E N T
& SRIAGASTHIYAR MAHASHIVA VASHISTAR NADI ASTROLOGY CENTRE £, +91 9920096951
Add. : Build No. 49 / Flat No, 2340, First Floor, Gandhi Nagar, www.li ndli : PRESENTED BY PRODUCED BY
Mear MIG Cricket Club, Bandra (E), Mumbai - 400051 Fee @ nenandiinens.com i HAVELLS FELIC ITY
-~ ¥ 1100 | THEATRE
Call : 9585962021 | 9702602246
- ™ 4
g MUKESH
| | 1 - AMBANI
CONTEMPORARY FASHION T | . CULTURAL
with s = . CENTRE
INDIAN TEXTILES ADVERTISE

BOOK YOUR
SHOPPING ADS b L N

FOR BOOKING PLEASE CONTACT SECTION q-ﬂ,;sﬂ H U M AR [E

20221 *&k

February

Abhijeet Mishra  Jitesh Dominic

_— TnoBesBed 9867 407 521 CALL
10:30 am - 7:00 pm
©®) pauseforacauseindia —_— TO BOOK ONLINE LOG ONTO r—
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\ . NARESH KATYAYAN AALOK SHRIVASTAV UDBHAY OJHA
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ASAP Rocky
found not guilty In
shooting felony trial

In 2025, tote bags continue to
. remain a fashion staple, blending style
P= 4 and practicality. Their spacious design

y  fits all essential personal items,
making them a must-have accessory
for individuals seeking both fashion
and functionality

WHY TOTES AREA
FAVOURITE CHOICE

Today, people wish to own a bag that is
affordable and practical, with a good
design and some brand recognition.
As a result, Longchamp, a luxury
French brand revived its Le Pliage,
a lightweight, foldable roomy tote
bag first launched in 1993. Due to its
utility, it became popular among the ;
Gen Z leading to increased sales. Big o S48
bags make stuffing all essential =
. -

iy

items possible. Thus, videos
of content creators, and
celebrities, revealing what
goes inside their bags, also
became popular.
- Giant totes are
perfect to stuff all
your key items
like cosmetics,
sunglasses,

ASAP Rocky and
Rihanna after the trial

water bottle, —— - E
laptop, books, os Angeles jury has founc

phgnepchsrger, Arapper A$AP Rocky not Glﬂ'w belﬁl'lgs to
guilty on all counts of felo-

mints, etc, that you
are likely to need
throughout the day.
This is also another
major factor that led to
the rise in their popularity.
All these factors combined
indicate that big bags are back
and here to stay. - BBC

god: Rihanna

Rihanna issued a statement
after partner ASAP Rocky's
acquittal, thanking God

for the outcome. The singer
took to her Instagram
handie to express her

ny assault, bringinganendtoa
highly publicized three-week trial.
According to an international pub-
lication, the Harlem-bred rapper,
whose real name is Rakim Mayvers,
was accused of firing a gun at his
former friend, ASAP Relli (real
name Terell Ephron), outside a ho-
tel in Hollvwood in November 2021.
Rocky, his defence team, his
partner, Rihanna, and family
members present in the court-
room cheered and wept with joy

gratitude, writing, "The
glory belongs to god

and god alone. Thankful.
Humbled by his mercy (sic)."

ISIT AN ONGOING TREND?

.f Il.

During the spring/summer 2025 catwalk shows,
many brands like Miu Miu, Louis Vuitton and Hermes
saw models walk the ramp with doctor bags,

while Proenza Schouler opted for giant totes.
Last autumn Yves Saint Laurent launched its
latest Y bag - a bag so huge, it can fit an

entire kitchen sink in it. The bag is now a

favourite among celebrities like Angelina
Jolie and Bella Hadid. This reflects the
consistency of big bags being in trend.

However, although the high-end
fashion brands are keeping in
mind the needs of the average

woman, the ongoing trend
is more likely a part of the
industry's cyclical nature, which
also saw micro bags trend a few
years ago. Further, though new
designs are more utilitarian in
nature, people don't primarily
and solely desire a handbag
simply for its practicality. The
desire for a bag, especially a
designer one, often stems from other

factors like its design, brand, status symbol,
craftsmanship, or emotional value.

as the verdict was delivered. The
rapper, who was facing up to 24
vears in prison if convicted, had
pleaded not guilty to the charges.
The trial centred around a con-
frontation between Rocky and
Ephron on Hollywood Boulevard,

that grazed his hand.

However, Rocky’s defence at-
torney, Joe Tacopina, argued that
Ephron’s injuries were minor
and that Rocky had used a prop
gun to break up a scuffle between
Ephron and Rocky’s entourage.

. during which Ephron alleged Ephron had filed a USD 30 mil-
e that Rocky aimed a gun at his lion civil lawsuit against Rocky.
head and stomach and fired shots ANI

Nicole Kidman
and Keith
Urban’s Los
Angeles home
burglarised

N icole Kidman and Keith Urban’s Los Angeles

home was reportedly burglarised on Valen-
tine's Dayv. The burglary was confirmed to NBC
News by a law enforcement source familiar with the in-
vestigation, and no details on what items or property; if
any, were stolen during the burglary were revealed.
Kidman, Urban, and their children were not
home at the time of the burglary. The burglars
smashed through glass to ransack the residence be-
fore they fled the scene, according to reports, Kid-
man and Urban bought the LA home, located 1n the
Beverly Hills Post Office neighbourhood, in 2008 for
$4.7m. The five-bedroom estate was reportedly built -
in 1965 and sits on a 1.4-acre lot. Several US outlets Kéith Urb d
have called this burglary the latest in a series of Nicol K.:" b
similar incidents targeting celebritv homes. T
Agencies

ARIES: Reviewing your financial picture can be
exceptionally helpful in bringing about some
brighter prospects for the future. Don't hesitate
to work on anything that could add weight to
your wallet.

TAURUS: The bottom line is the final determining
factor in assessing whether or not you have been
successful. When all is tallied, you should finish
exactly where you want to be.

FINOLEX

FORTUNE

@ finolexpipes.com | '3 1800 200 3466

Book Anupam V Kapil for appt/written predictions:

GEMINI: When it comes to matters that involve
competitive elements, keep your intentions to
yourself. The road to reach your target will be
much easier to maneuver with less traffic on it.
CANCER: Being in the right place at the right time
allows you to benefit from the efforts of others.
Show your gratitude by paying it forward with a
kind gesture.

LED: Your ambition is high, and you may tackle
challenging projects, but unexpected obstacles
could arise. Seeking professional guidance can
save both time and money. Be mindful of per-
sonal relationships, especially if you have been
distant from loved ones.

VIRGO: You are a problem-solver, known for using
logic over gut instinct. Today, your talents will be

29822042295 or anupamvkapil@gmail.com.
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needed to help others, and your ability to give

sound advice will make you popular. Use your
counselling skills wisely.

LIBRA: Changes are underway in your life, mak-
ing these eventiul days. Nostalgia, emotions, and
future dreams will come into play. Travel for work
could prove beneficial, but avoid speculative
investments, as financial matters may not be in
your favour.

SCORPI0: You're in a great mood to push forward
with new projects and goals. Joint ventures will

run smoothly, despite some initial differences.
Passion will intensify, but be careful not to let it
cause rifts in your love life. Both business and
recreational travel are favourable.
SAGITTARIUS: Social activities will increase, fill-
ing your calendar with events. If you're single, a
good matrimonial offer may come your way.
However, avoid financial risks, as the stars are
not in your favour. Mystical subjects like the occult
may provide guidance today.

. CAPRICORN: Gains are possible at work, but

careless handling of money could result in loss-
es. I's time to showcase your talents and prod-

“ ucts. Travel is favourable, and communication

will be effective, making it easy to express
your thoughts.

AQUARIUS: Although you generally prefer to op-
erate independently, you will realise it is to your
advantage to work in tandem with
someone else. Even a group involvement will be
acceptable.

PISCES: Unfinished projects demanding your at-
tention may feel overwhelming. Prioritise the most
challenging tasks first, and you'll find yourself
making steady progress toward completion.

PACE
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-4
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Join the Mindspace Eco Run
for a Sustainable Future!

on 9*" MARCH, 2025

| run to #supportwellness

Organic T-shirts and Finisher

medals for all the runners Ticketing Partners

Fitter

E-certificates for all the timed runners INDIA
— e

bookiijyshow

Hot breakfast after the run

O MINDSPACE BUSINESS PARK, AIROLI EAST

RACE ROUTE MEASURED
& CERTIFIED BY

Energy Drink Partner

YAST&UP

Fitness App Partner

(9rOWFITTER

10KM

‘ 21KM
TIMED RUN

TIMED RUN

Eummunity Fartner

//l:'l TI'S TAH

T YT

5KM
NON-TIMED

Ambient Media Partner
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Pics:@shehnaazgill

SHEHNAAZ GILL is "bridging
dreams” in SYDNEY. The actress’

latest photo dump from the Down
Under makes a case for wanderlust

BACK BEAT

CONTINUED FROM ~ 1

IT WASMY DREAM TO HAVE
A CHILD: HEMA
Talking about her dream of
motherhood, Hema said, “It was
my dream to have a child. I was so
excited when Esha was born, vet |
continued my career as a dancer
and actress. An actress’'s career
has limitations, but a dancer’s
doesn’t. I remember shooting
even while pregnant with her. |
was working on Razia Sultan -1
think I was five or six months
pregnant. This was, of course,
thanks to my family's support, my
mother, my aunt, everyone. They
took care of the children,
allowing me to continue my dance
and film careers. I was very
particular, though. To avoid them
missing school, I'd take them and
drop them off myself. Then I'd go
to shoots and come back early |
told producers, ‘T wouldn't do late
shoots’, they had to finish my
work by 6 pm. [ planned my life
carefully to manage everything.”
She said she sees her daughters do
the same thing with their children now. Hema also spoke about
her experience of growing up with a strict mother. “I was born
into a very traditional Hyderabad family My mother was a
strong personality She decided I would learn Bharatanatyam.
My transition as a dancer was beautiful, though strict. I faced
hardship; [ wasn’t allowed to play like other girls,” she said,
adding, “But because of my own experience with my mother, I
didn’t want to impose the same on my girls, For a long time, I
didn’t insist they learn what I had. They happily went to
school, jumped around, and played with friends. Eventually, I
suggested that Esha
should learn dance. At
first, she refused.
Then I put her in
Bharatanatyam
classes. She found it
difficult, but she
was eager to learn.
That's how she
came into films. I

gimeashadeal

Today, I'm a grandmother, but |
learn much from my daughters.
They have so much experience,
Yy they're more exposed to the world.
e (- o8 I'm proud of the way they manage
~ their families. I'm blessed to have
them in my life

Hema Malini with he daug
Esha and Ahana Deol o 438

Hema Malini and Esha Deol at
the session in Bengaluru

was scared she wouldn't act properly. But she did. I'm a
grandmother, but I learn much from my daughters. They have
s0 much experience. My other daughter, Ahana isalsoa
beautiful dancer. Today, she's a mother of three, including
twins. [ can't believe how she takes care of them.”

| GREW UP IN A STRONG-HEADED, ALMOST
ALL-WOMEN HOUSEHOLD: ESHA

Esha also opened up about her childhood days and the impact
of her mother on her. “Growing up, I realised I was the daugh-
ter of the ‘dream girl,” of Sita, Urbita, and so many other film
characters. I grew up in a South Indian, almost all-women
household - my grandmom, cousins - most of us were women,
but strong-headed, strong personalities. [ saw so many varia-
tions of what women could be within one household. Being a
millennial, our generation witnessed maximum transition.
Technically and emotionally, our generation went through a
lot. We had freedom growing up. We strayed, but a strong foun-
dation brought us back. Dance and films were inescapable. My
mother's makeup room was right in front of my bedroom.

- Hema Malini

Every day, I saw her getting
ready, looking all pretty, and
going to work. It fascinated
me,” she said, adding,
“(Now) I see the same with
my girls, Radhya and Viraya.
Dance has passed down
through generations.”

I e AFTER MY FIRST FILM, |
i WAS CALLED CHUBBY,
il TE B \ COMPARED TO MOM:
H s s J 1 ESHA
=@ Shesaid, “At 18, [ got into
Sl films. I was very bindaas,
carefree. When my first
film released, | was a
teen and had baby fat.
After the movie's re-
lease, [ read the re-
view. And in that,
they wrote, ‘She’s
chubby, she has baby
fat’. And they start-
ed comparing me to
my mom, which 1
was not prepared
for. I thought, ‘Okay;
I've started acting, I'll
act’. But it was not easy.
And that was where [ re-
alised how to be focused on the goal without letting these affect
me. I realised that people are going to keep comparing me to
my mom, who's already a legend. So, I told myself, ‘If you're
going to let that affect you, vou're not in the right profession.™
Esha also spoke about letting her children make their choices.
“My children are still young, and not vet on social media.
When they get there, I'll see how I navigate that. When we
started in the public eyve there was no social media. There
were no paps, no calling
them to the airport. I'm
not complaining. Now,
we need a PR agency, we
need to announce our
whereabouts, social

Himeshadeol

i . Hema Malini
media, fol i{}‘w’ﬁrs, ll-lkES, with hﬂh_'f Esha
and comments -1t'sa
lot,” she said.

- [nputs by
Mehwash Hussain

é After my first film, | told
myself, ‘People are going
to keep comparing me to my
mom, who's already a legend.
So if you're going to let that
affect you, you're not in the
right profession’

- Esha Deol

['m not ashamed to ask for
work: Shilpa Shirodkar

The 90s actress, who has now shifted base to Mumbai from
the UK, is enthusiastic about diving back into work again

..Vinay MR Mishra

fter spending many vears
focusing on her family,
Shilpa Shirodkar, who en-

joved a good run in the movies in
the 90s, now wants to explore inter-
esting acting offers. The actress,
who was recently seen in Bigg
Boss 15, has shifted base to Mum-
bai permanently after living in the
UK for many vears post her mar-
riage to Aparesh Ranjit in 2000.

‘IT TOOK ME A LITTLE
WHILE TO DECIDE THAT |
WANTED TO RELOCATE TO
MUMBAI'

Talking about her move and keen-
ness to get back to work, the ac-
tress, who was a part of movies
like Khuda Gaweakh (1992),
Aankhen (1993), Pehchaan (1993),

Gopi Kishan (1994), Bewafa Sarnam (1995) and
Mritvudand (19497), savs, “'T've been looking for
work for the last two years. It took me a little
while to decide that I wanted to relocate. But
every time I called people and said that I am
looking for work, they replied, “There 1s not
much work happening’. Those same people are
now asking me if [ am in Mumbai and willing
to catch up over coffee, I don’t want to be egois-
tic and say, “You ignored me when [ was look-
ing for work, Now that I've done Bigg Boss, 1

don't want to meet you'. I'm not embarrassed
or ashamed to ask for work. I need work. So, 1
will meet them and see where it goes. [ want to

do some great work.”

‘IDIDN'T GO INTO THE BIGG BOSS
HOUSE BECAUSE I'M MAHESH'S

SISTER-IN-LAW’

There was a lot of chatter about Shilpa not get-
ting support from her brother-in-law, South

me very happy to be here.
If I'm here, | would like to
keep myself busy. | don't
know anything better
than acting

star Mahesh Babu, on social media during her
recent Bigg Boss stint. “Everyone keeps asking
me about that, but I want to ask - why are my
family bonds judged by tweets and Instagram
posts? I stayved in that house for 15 weeks, |
came out three dayvs before the finale. I stayed
there for 102 days out of 105 despite him not
putting any post, which [ only got to know af-
ter I came out. I didn’t go in because I'm Ma-

For me, India is my
place. | know it makes

am,” Shilpa explains.

hesh's sister-in-law or Namrata’s sister: [ went
inside being myself, and I came out being my- ¢
self. Today, I'm getting work based on who | :

She adds, “People would have picked up
my phone and wanted to meet me because |
am Mahesh’s sister-in-law. But that didn’t 3
happen. How many people met me before my
Bigg Boss stint? Nobody wanted to meet me.
Mahesh ki sister-in-law ko aise hi kaam mil-
na chahive, but that doesn’t happen because
vou are not popular on your own.”

Ask the actress if she spoke to Mahesh
about this, and she says, she hasn't. “We
don’t speak about these things. He knows
everyvthing. I've heard everything. He's
heard everything. I'm very proud of the fact
that I'm Mahesh’s sister-in-law, and he's very
proud of what I've done,” she says.

Pics: @shilpashirodkar?3

Shilpa Shirodkar
and (inset) with
brother-in-law

_Ankita Bharti

Prayagraj. After her solo trip to

Vaishali Thakkar, among others -

meant to her,

experience to fully
understand.”
Calling it a once-
in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity, Shefali said
that the Maha
Kumbh Mela hap-
pens only once eve-

SR S

Varun Dhawan drops BTS '
photo with Sunny De

V arun Dhawan shared a behind-the-scene photo with

actor Sunny Deol from the set of Border 2 on social
media, The shooting for the much-anticipated se-
quel of the 1997 epic is currently taking place in the rugeed
cantonment of Jhansi. In the photo shared by the Badlapur
actor, the duo were seen sitting on a military tanker. Varun
sported a white vest along with a blue shirt and brown
pants, while Sunny wore a blue shirt and green cargo. “Sun-
ny days. Hameraa saab ji. #border2 #IndianArmy Jan
2026,” Varun wrote with the picture.
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Varun Dhawan &

rv 144 years makes
it a rare and ex-
traordinary event
and that is what in-
spired her to come
to participate in it.
“How could I not
want to witness
something so mon-

fvarundvin

can let pass,” she said.

hetali Shah recentlv embarked on a
journey to the Maha Kumbh Mela in

Rishikesh earlier this yvear, the actress had
her director-husband Vipul, her sons, as
well as a few of their friends - including JD
Majethia, Deven Bhojani, Paresh Ganatra,

accompanying her. In an interview with us,
Shefali shared the magic of the experience
at the Maha Kumbh, the highlights of her

trip, and what this spiritual gathering

: Shefali said, “I would describe my jour-
g ney to Kumbh as ‘infinite’.” The Delhi

2 Crime actress added, “It's an event that
can't truly be captured in words. The
scale, the vibrancy, the energy —it's all in
abundance. There is so much happening
at once, so much to take in, and vet it feels
s0 harmonious. It's an experience that
overwhelms vou in the most beautiful
way, It's one of those things you have to

umental? That alone was enough motivation to go
—an opportunity like this is not something you

Terming her journey to the Maha Kumbh one
of the most exciting ones, Shefali said, “There
were so many unforgettable moments, but one of
the most exciting experiences was the journey it-
self. As we got closer to the mela, we were stopped
by police barricades. It was late at night, and the
area was a no-vehicle zone. We were stuck on the

| would describe my journey

@shafalishahofficial

i tO Kumbh as infinite: Shefali

S

Shefali Shah
and linset) the
actress taking
the shahi snaan
at the Triveni
Sangam during
the Brahma
Muhurta

streets with no clear
idea of how to get to
our destination. But
Jugaad - a quintes-
sential part of the
Indian spirit - came
to the rescue. We
found bikers offer-
ing rides across the
barricades, and so,
with bags and all,
we hopped onto
; . bikes, each of us

| — ks : with a complete
F EUECETORESEENGEHENE  stranger as the rid-

er: The journey was

exhilarating - riding through the night on these
makeshift rides was definitely one of the most ad-
venturous things I've done recently”

“As we neared the Kumbh, it felt like a mystical
world was unfolding in front of us. The lights, the
tents stretching as far as the eve could see - it was
nothing like what I had imagined. The pictures
online don't do it justice. I had goosebumps and a
catch in my throat as I took it all in. It was over-
whelming in the best way,” she added.
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