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~ WEATHER

Scattered thunderstorms. Hazy in the
evening. Maximum and minimum
temperatures likely to be around
29°C and 21°C respectively.

RAINFALL: NIL

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 86% Min. 75%
TEMPERATURE

Max: 29.2°C Min: 21.3°C
SUN RISES SUN SETS
06:04 hrs 17:35 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
19:11 hrs 10:22 hrs

New Moon on 28 February

 New Moon on 28 February
THUMBNAILS

People of the Mising communlty perform
rituals during the celebration of the 'Ali-
Aye-Ligang' festival 2025, marking the
beginning of the sowing season, at Son-
aighuli in Guwahati on Wednesday. = An

Gyanesh Kumar takes charge as Chief
Election Commissioner: Gyanesh Kumar
took over as the 26th Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) on Wednesday and said
the Election Commission of India was, is
and will always be with the voters. “The
first step for nation building is voting.
Therefore every citizen of India who has
completed 18 years of age should
become an elector and should always
vote,” Mr Kumar said.

RekhaGuptatobe

next CMofDelhi

The new DelhiChief Minister will take oath of office today

NIKHIL VYAS
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

ekha Gupta, the
newly-elected BJP
legislator from
halimar Bagh,
will be the next Chief Min-
ister of Delhi. She will be
sworn in on Thursday,
endingthe prolonged sus-
pense following the party's
historicwinin the Assembly
elections in the national
capital on 8 February.

The BJP's legislature
party tonight elected Ms
Gupta as its leader. Her
name was announced by
the party's two central
observers ~ Ravi Shankar
Prasad and Om Prakash
Dhankhar ~ afterameeting
ofthe BJPlegislature party
which was attended by
all48 newly-elected party
legislators at the Delhi BJP
office.

Prime Minister Naren-
draModi has congratulated
Ms Guptaon her election
as the leader of BJP legis-
lature party.

The PM, other top BJP
leaders and several NDA
ChiefMinisters will attend
the swearing-in ceremony
aticonic Ramlila Maidan

on Thursday. Rekha Gupta
will be the 9th Chief Min-
ister of Delhi. Thelast BJP
government in Delhi was
from 1993 to 1998. A first-
time MLA, Ms Gupta will
be the fourthwoman Chief
Minister of Delhi. Sushma
Swaraj (BJP), Sheila Dikshit
(Congress) and Atishi (AAP)
have held the position in
the past.

The saffron party reg-
istered alandslide victory
in the 5 February Delhi
assembly elections, the
results of which were
declared on 8 February,
winning a two-thirds
majority by bagging 48

seats in the 70-member
assembly.

The AAP suffered arout
with 22 seats while the
Congress failed to score
for the third consecutive
time.

Earlier, hours ahead
of the BJP's legislature
partymeetingin the nation-
al capital for electing a
new Delhi Chief Minister,
the parliamentary board
of the party appointed
Ravi Shankar Prasad, MP
and former Union Minister,
and Om Prakash
Dhankhar, the party’s
national secretary, as Cen-
tral observers for the elec-

The PM, other top
BJP leaders and
several NDA Chief
Ministers will
attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony at
iconic Ramlila Maid-
an on Thursday.

tion of the Leader of the
Legislative partyin Delhi.

The new Chief Minister
will take oath at a grand
swearing-in ceremony at
the city’s iconic Ramlila
Maidan on Thursday. The
event will commence at
10 a.m. The new CM will
be administered the oath
of office and secrecy by
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena.

Car drivers, auto driv-
ers and slum-dwellers
will be among the key
invitees who will garner
attention at the oath-
taking ceremony. Twenty
chiefministers from var-
ious NDA-ruled states
will also participate in
the oath-taking ceremony
of the Delhi Chief Minister
tobeheld at the Ramlila
Maidan tomorrow.

(Photo: Subrata Dutta)

ICC CT 2025: India look for strong start
In campaign opener against Bangladesh

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

Fresh from recording a 3-0
whitewash over England in
the recently-concluded ODI
seriesathome, Indiawill look
to carry forward the momen-
tum in their pursuit of a third
ICC Champions Trophy title
when they open their campaign
against a tricky Bangladesh
in Dubai on Thursday.

Despite being pre-tourna-
ment favourites, India faces
a series of challenges. The
absence of bowling spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah, the question-
able batting form of Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli, and
thus the onus will be on the
likes of young turks Shubman
Gill, Shreyas Iyer, Arshdeep
Singh and Harshit Rana to
make their mark in the high-
stakes multi-nation tourna-
ment.

For Kohli, Rohit, and even
head coach Gautam Gambhir
~ despite beingjustsixmonths
into his tenure, there is little
room for error. The setbacks

againstNewZealand and Aus-
tralia continue to cast long
shadows over Indian cricket.

However, recent perform-
ances offer glimpses of promise.
Rohit’s century and Kohli’s
fifty against England, coupled
with Gambhir’s strategicrole
in India’s dominant 4-1 and
3-0 wins in T20Is and ODlIs,
hint at a resurgence. Gill’s
stellar performance as Player
ofthe Series against England,
where he scored two fifties
and ahundredin three ODIs,
further strengthens India’s
batting credentials.

Butthe Champions Trophy
presents a starkly different
challenge. Unlike a relatively
passive England side,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and
New Zealand—India’s Group
Aopponents—are highlymoti-
vated. Even a single misstep
could significantly alter the
league stage dynamics.

Despite India’srecent suc-
cess in ODIs, key selection
puzzles remain unsolved. A
primary concernis KLRahul’s
batting position. Should he
continue at No. 5, where he
has been most effective, or

shiftto No. 6 toaccommodate
Axar Patelin the middle order?
The team management is
expected to maintain aflexible
approach based on match sit-
uations.

However, the most pressing
issueliesin the bowlingattack,
particularly in the absence of
Bumrah. The choice of
Mohammed Shami’s new-
ball partnerisacrucial decision.
While Harshit has impressed
with hisraw pace and bounce,
Arshdeep’sleft-arm angle and
variety give him an edge in
the race for a starting spot.

India is also expected to
field three spinners, with
Hardik Pandya playingas the
fast-bowlingall-rounder. The
battle for the third spinner’s
slot is another contentious
point ~ should the team opt
fortherecent form of mystery
spinner Varun Chakravarthy
or rely on the proven skills of
left-arm wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav? Kuldeep’simpressive
net session against top-tier
batsmen may tilt the scales
in his favour.

Foreign Secretary
briefs House panel

on PM’s US visit

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri, on Wednesday, briefed
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External
Affairs about the recent visit
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the United States
and also on present foreign
policy developments.

A meeting of the com-
mittee, headed by Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor, was
held in Samvidhan Sadan.

Talking to anews agency
about the meeting, Mr Tha-
roor said since it was a
closed-door meeting, they
don't talk in detail about
anything discussed during
the meeting.

However, the Congress
MP said the panel members
had a "very good briefing"
from foreign secretary on
the current foreign policy
developments. He said most
ofthe discussion wasin the
US due to the recent visit
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Washington, DC.

Threeof afamily found dead at Tangrahome, threeothershurtincarcrash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

Three members of the same
family were discovered dead
in their home at Tangra in
the city, two of them with
their wrists slit, while three
others of the same family
were injured in a vehicle acci-
dent, in a shocking incident
that has given rise to specu-
lation of a possible suicide
pact.

The incident has left the
neighbourhood in shock,
while the police probe whether
this was a case of suicide or
something more sinister.

According to police
sources, the shocking dis-
covery came to light while
investigatingaroad accident
near Abhishikta More on the
EM Bypass earlier in the day.

In the accident, a car
rammed into a Metro pillar,
injuring three men. Itis report-
ed that police discovered the
bodies of the women when
they went to the address of

the injured persons.

Police Commissioner
Manoj Verma visited the spot
and said police are looking
atall possible angles of these
deaths to reveal the actual
truth.

“Police recovered three
bodies, one of them being a
minor. No mark of injury
was visible in the body of
the minor. However both
adult women’s bodies bore
injury marks. Post-mortem
will reveal the details of the

deaths. Police are also looking
forthe CCTVfootage," police
commissioner Verma said.

Joint commissioner of
police (crime) Rupesh Kumar
disclosed that the six indi-
viduals were all from the
same family.

Preliminary findings indi-
cate that theyhad planned a
collective suicide.

The entire family is said
to have consumed a dessert
laced with sleeping pills before
attempting to take their own

lives. While two women and
the teenage girl were found
dead at home, the three
injured men, identified as
brothers Pranay Dey and Pra-
sun Dey, along with another
malerelative ~ left the house
and crashed their carin what
police suspect was another
suicide attempt.

“One of the injured men
is conscious, while the other
two are semi-conscious. Their
statements indicate that they
tried to end their lives by

consuming sedatives. After
that, they took out their car
and deliberately rammed it
into a pillar," Rupesh Kumar
stated. However, he empha-
sised that further investigation
and post-mortem reports
would confirm the actual
cause of death.

The deceased have been
identified as Rumi Dey and
Sudeshna Dey, along with a
teenage girl aged around 14
years.

Forensic experts, homicide
detectives from Lalbazar, and
the dog squad have been
deployed to examine the
crime scene. Police are also
questioning the surviving
family members to determine
the exact sequence of events.

Asinvestigators dig deeper,
questions continue to mount.
Why did the entire family
attempt suicide? Was financial
distress a factor? While initial
statements from the injured
hint at economic struggles,
local sources suggest other-
wise.

epaper.thestatesman.com

Majorrelief for Siddaramaiahin MUDA case
as Lokayukta Police finds no evidence of graft

LAKSHMANA VENKAT KUCHI
BENGALURU, 19 FEBRUARY

In a significant relief to Kar-
nataka Chief Minister S Sid-
daramaiahin the MUDA cor-
ruption case, the Lokayukta
Police indicated on Wednesday
that it found no proof of cor-
ruption against the Chief Min-
ister and hiswife Parvathi BM
regarding the alleged fraudulent
allotment of high-value resi-
dential plotsin the year 2021.

In a notice issued to the
RTTactivistwhofiled the case
against the Chief Minister,
hiswife, and two others, Sne-
hamayi Krishna, the Lokayukta
Police said that no evidence
of corruption had been found.
This notice is being viewed
as an indication of a clean
chit to the power couple and
a preparation for closing the
investigations, ordered by
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot and later ratified by
the Karnataka High Court,
which directed the Lokayukta
to investigate the matter.

In its notice issued to the
RTTactivist today, the Lokayuk-
taPolice said: “Asthe allegations

'H.

againstaccused-1toaccused-
4 are not proved due to alack
of evidence, the final report
isbeing submitted to the com-
petent court. The final report
isbeing submitted to the court
under section 173 (8) of the
Criminal Procedure Code after
investigations into the alle-
gations over the grant of com-
pensatory plots under the
50:50 scheme, from the year
2016 to 2024, by the Mysore
Urban Development Author-
ity.”

Two days ago, the Lokayuk-
taPolice soughtmore time to
file the final report on the
investigations. Buton Wednes-
day, the policeissued anotice

to the RTI activist clearly
stating that they could not
find any proof of corruption
against the CM and his wife
and that theywould be inform-
ingthe courtofthisinits final
report.

If the Lokayukta Police
submits its final report when
the matter comes up in a
special courton 24 February,
the final report could be con-
tested by the complainant.
Also, it is up to the court to
accept or reject the police
report.

The Lokayukta Police has
examined over 100 witnesses
in its investigation since the
case was lodged against the
accused in September last
year after the Karnataka High
Court upheld the decision of
the Governor to order inves-
tigations into the MUDA scam.

The case pertains to 14
sites worth Rs 56 crore that
were allotted to Siddaramaiah’s
wife as compensation by
MUDA in 2021 after around
3.16 acres of land gifted to
her by her brother in 2010
had been “wrongfully” acquired
by the authority in 2014.

EAM Jaishankar toattend G20 foreign
ministers' meetingin South Africa

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will visit South
Africa to participate in the
G20 Foreign Ministers' Meet-
ing being held on 20 and 21
February.

The minister's participa-
tionin the G20 meet will fur-
ther strengthen India's
engagement with the G20
countries and bolster the
voice of the Global South in
this important forum, the
Ministry of External Affairs

said. Mr Jaishankar is also
expected to hold bilateral
meetings with some of his
counterparts on the margins
of the meeting.

South Africaassumed the
G20 Presidency from 1
December 2024, through to
November 2025.

The G20 includes Argenti-
na, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
the Republic of Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkiye, the United
Kingdom and the United
States, in addition to two
blocs; European Union and
the African Union. The G20
Presidency rotates annually
among the members and is
selected from a different
regional grouping of countries.
India hosted the G20 Summit
in September 2023.
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Hon'ble Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee

will inaugurate

1 Biswa Bangla store
1 store for exhibition of Gl tagged products

-4 stores for the districts (to be rotated
every 15 days allowing equal opportunity
to each district)

1 store for Café Ekante

Hon'ble Chief Minister
will also be naming the exhibition centre
adjacent to Biswa Bangla Convention Centre as
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Teaworkerstoprotest,

demand MinimumWwagesAct

TheJointForum'sagitation underscorestheworkers' long-standing demands for fairwages, land
rights,and governmentaccountability,asthey prepare to markadecade of unfulfilled promises

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 19 FEBRUARY

he Joint Forum, a
coalition of over 30
trade unions repre-
senting tea plantation
workers of north Bengal, has
announced an agitation pro-
gramme to address critical
issues in the tea industry.

Significantly, tea workers
from Terai, Dooars, and the
Hills will observe a protest
day on 20 February, wearing
black badges to demand the
implementation of the Min-
imum Wages Act. This protest
marks a decade since 20 Feb-
ruary, 2015 agreement, which
promised the finalisation of
minimum wages but remains
unfulfilled.

Spokesperson of Joint
Forum, Ziaul Alam stated:
“Since chief minister Mamata
Banerjee publicly announced
that 30 per cent of tea plan-
tationland will be transferred
for other purposes, she must
publicly withdraw her plan.”

He also emphasised the
need for the state government
to uphold the statement of
former chief secretary H K
Dwivedi, who said on 22 Feb-
ruary, 2023, that leasehold
land would notbe converted
into freehold land in tea plan-
tations due to the region’s
heritage and sentiments.
Alam added: “The govern-
ment should notify this
through a gazette soon.”

Mr Alam further criticised

the government’s handling
ofland surveys for distributing
land rights (patta) to tea
workers. He said: “The admin-
istration has faced resistance
duringland surveys. The gov-
ernment mustissue a gazette
notification specifying the
purpose of the survey for
land where tea workers
reside.”

He noted that while a
notification was sent to the
Darjeeling District Magistrate

for surveys in GTA areas on
an “as is where is basis,”
similar directives were not
issued for Terai and Dooars,
where workers have been
demanding rights to their
‘ancestral land.’

The Joint Forum also
adopted aresolution urging
the state government to
enforce the Minimum Wages
Act, which has been pending
for over a decade.

Abhijit Majumdar, aleader
oftheJoint Forum, said: “The
teaindustryin North Bengal
hasa 170-year history. Itisa
scheduled employment sec-
tor. The state government
must clarify its stand and
implement the Minimum
Wages Act for workers.”

Another leader, Abhijit
Roy, highlighted the govern-
ment’s inaction despite court
rulings. He said: “In 2023,
the high court directed the
government to declare min-
imum wages within six
months, but it was ignored.
The Indian Labour Confer-

ence and Supreme Court
guidelines clearly define the
criteria for minimum wages,
leaving no room for negoti-
ation. Yet, the government
claims nothing can be done
without worker-owner con-
sensus, which is unaccept-
able.”

Roy also pointed out the
dire financial situation of
tea workers, stating: “Amid
skyrocketing inflation, tea
workers still earn Rs 250 per
day (Rs 220 in hand),
unchanged since June 2023.
Wages in newly established
gardens are even lower. This
deprivation has persisted
for years, but since 2015, a
new chapter of deceit and
betrayal began. On 20 Feb-
ruary, this deception will
mark its tenth year.”

TheJoint Forum’s agitation
underscores the workers’ long-
standing demands for fair
wages, land rights, and gov-
ernment accountability, as
theyprepare to markadecade
of unfulfilled promises.

Ruckus in Assembly as BJP MLAs stage
walkout on tea estate tourism issue

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

The West Bengal Assembly,
on Wednesday, witnessed a
ruckus as BJPlegislators staged
a walkout after the Speaker
declined their demand for a
discussion on an adjournment
motion relating to an issue
in the state's tea sector.

The adjournment motion
was on the recent decision
of the state government to
use 30 per cent ofland allotted
to the tea gardens for the
purpose of tourism. Opposing
the move, BJP’s legislative
team wanted to move an
adjournment motion seeking
discussion on the issue.

However, as the discussion
was denied, the BJPlegislators
started protesting, raising
slogans and displaying plac-
ardsin the House. Later they
staged a walkout and con-
tinued their protest on the
Assembly lawn.

The BJP had been opposing
the decision of the state gov-
ernment to allow a portion
of the tea garden land for
tourism since the beginning.
The Leader of Opposition
(LoP) in the state Assembly,
Suvendu Adhikari, is likely
tohold arallyin North Bengal

on 23 February on various
issuesrelated to the tea sector.
Attherally, heis expected to
launch an attack against the
state government on this
issue of tea garden land allot-
ment for tourism.

The Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha supremo Bimal
Gurung is also likely to join
the rally.

Debates on the West Ben-
gal Budget proposals for the
financial year 2025-26 are
scheduled at the Assembly
on Wednesday and Thursday.
The LoP will not be able to
participatein thatdebate as
he was suspended from the
House foramonth on Mon-
day allegedly because of
unruly behaviour.

Participation of Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee at
the debate on budget pro-
posalsin any of the two days
is also unlikely.

Meanwhile, members of
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) staged
protests in front of the state
Assembly against the Chief
Minister’s comments on the
floor of the House on Tuesday
where she described Maha
Kumbh at Prayagraj in Uttar
Pradesh as “Mrityu Kumbh”.

Therewere scuffles between
the police and ABVP supporters
over thelatter's protest demon-
strations. Finally, the protesters
were dispersed and some
were taken away from the
place in police vehicles.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MNOTICE INVITING TENDER
West Bengal Medical Services
Corporation Ltd, is inviting electronic
bids for procurement of equipment [
itern for the Sub-Centre [SC), Primary
Health Centre {PHC), Block Public Health
Uinit (BPHU} and Urban Primary Health
Linit (UPHC) of the State of West Bengal
a5 per details indicated in below:
Eguipment Mame (Qty): Fostal Doppler
[BE71). Bid Ref No.: WEBMSCL NIT-
119/2025; Dated - 12.02. 2025, Lazt date
of submission of online bid: 10.03.2025
up to 05:00 B.M. Interested Bidders may
download the tender document and
submit their bids online at the website
www whtenders.gov.in The tender
document may also be downioaded
from the websites www.whhealth govin
and www.whmsc.govin 5df- General
Manager, WBMSCL & Joint Secretany,
HEFW Dept, ICA- TRINIF0aE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

JO

L WEIHBTT’D,F!-HIQ-“ of 2024-15
2. WRPWD/EE/NBITD/e-NIQ-38 of 2024-25
3. WEPWD/EE/NBITD/ e-NIO-39 of 2024-25
Executive Enginesr, Morth Bengal IT
Diwishon, PW.Ote., Siligurl on behall of
the Gowernor of West Bengal, nwites
opan Ouotatkon for the work @ 1. Supply,
Installation, Testing & Commissioning of
additional CCTV caomera In the premises
of Utter Dinajpur Divisional Court,
Raiganj, Uttar Dinajpur, Tender 10
2025 WEBPWD_B15519 1. 2. Supply,
installation, Testing & Commiasioning of
CCTYV camera in the premises of
Islampur Sub-Diviglonal Court, Wlampus,
Uttar Ding|pur, Tender 1D;-
2025 _WHEPWD_R15538_1. 3. Supply,
inatabllation, Teting & Comomlssloning of
CCTV camera for additional safety &
Security purpose in the preamises of
Buniadpur Sub-Divislonal Caurt,
Buimladpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, Tender (0:-
2035 WRPWD_B15556_1, Lagt date of
submission of guotation| Online) |8 wpto
25/02/2025 wpte B.55 PM, and will be
opened on 28/03 /2025 on 11:00 A.M,

HCA- THROSINZ02E

B3l

NOTICE INVITING ¢-TENDER
e-NIT No.:- WBIW/EE/MDD/
g-NIT-12{e)/2024-25
On behalf of the Governor, West Bengal
e-tenders are Invited by the Exgcutive
Engineer, Mograhat Drainage Division
from the reliable bonafide and
resourceful contractors for the work
"Repairing of Wooden Bridge owver
Suryapur Inner Chanmel at Ch.i69.00

Mograhat Irrigation Sub-Oivision under
Mograhat Drainage Division within
Block-Mograhat-il, P.5.-Mograhat, Dist.-
South 24 Parganas.”, Detalls may be had
fram the office of the undersigned on
working days during office hours or on
website: hitps://whtenders.govin &
www,whiwd.gov.in Publishing date
0022035, Sdf- Executhm Engineer
Mograhat Dralndge Ohidlon Barulpur,
South 24 Parganas,  CA. Tiddaiiyioss

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

P.W.{Roads) Directorate
Motlce Inviting e-Tender

Superintending Engineer, Eastern
Highway Circle, Purta Bhavan, Salt Lake,
1st Floor, Room Mo, 104 & 105, Kofatz-
J00091 frvites online Percentage rate
eNIT Mo, 13 of 2034-25 of the SE/EHLC,

[Tender 1d: 2025_ WBPWD_816511_1] §

for the warks:- Construction of Masonry
drain a1 0.00 kmp to 180 bm of Moyna-
Madhabpur Road Including
Constructlon of 01 [ene] no. ACC eross
drain wnder Barasat Highwat Dibvision

Hao- |l In the district of Morth 24§

Parganas, Amounting ta
Re, 1,92,55,.272.00, Last date and tirme of
submission of Aid 1s on 18,03, 3005 upto
1.00 PA. | Tender Application & Finandial
bid bath concurrantly], Tha details can
be obtalned from the website
https/fwhienders.govin & Office
Hotice Board, CorrFlgendum af
Addendum If ssued will be published
only on wabsite. For any clarification
Bidder may contact PWD &-Tender Help
Gesk with following Phane Mo
(033) 2223-6236, 5d/- SE/EHC, PWLR)
Dite, ICA- TIANIPTO2S

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

near Hangshaberla Primary School of

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY

TRANSMISSION COMPANY LIMITED
[& Gevernment of West Bengal Entorprise]
Regutersd (ffice Vidyut Biavan, Bloce-0J, Sactor-8. Bidhareagar Wolats-100 41
Cil LG 0TWEO0TSGC 11 WTH » selr wiew. wigalz] in

E-TENDER FOR THE FOLLOWING WORKS ARE INVITED:-
NIT No.: WESETCL/ | Sinkng of 150 MM X 80 MM cia doap fuba weil with submersible pump for

TAONE-Tanden Tttt

frash water Supply dlong ith distribution reSwort and separale pumg

Oute: 20022025 | house at the folowng locations:-
Ne: WesETCL | * Tamiuk 132 KV sub-staion colony comples under Tamiuk Area Office

NIT Mo
TAOE TenderCuk2 | , B

KV sub-stafion colony complex under Tamiuk Area Office

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Bid ref. no.-WBMSCL/NIT-134/2025,
Dated-17/02/2025

West Hengal Medical Services
Corporation Ltd. Is imdting onling bids
for = '‘Comprehensive maintenance
contract for 3 years of the Sewage
Treatment Plant [STP), Water Treatment
Plant (WTP], EMluent Treatment Plant
[ETP) and RO Mant at Bedda S5H and
Debra 55H [Package—A) Last date of
submission of bid (online}— 17.03.2025
upto 02:00 M, The tender document
can be downloaded from

in on or after
0100 P, on 20.02.2025. Details of the
tender will also be available at
www. whmsc.gov.in Clarification
requests, if any may be zent to
eecivil@wbmss . gov.in or
imfo@wbmsc.gov.in 5d/- Managing
Director, WAMSCL.  |cA. Ta48n(3 2000

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
Tender Rel. No. WBPHED/EE/MAAD/
WieT_09 of 2024-2025
Tender I1D- 2025 _PHED_BOT561_1 to

2015_PHED_BO756

Lust date for submission of Technkcal and
Financial Blid [online]; - 25/02/2015 up
to 0630 PM. Tender invited by the
undersigned for three nos. works under
Walda Arsenic Area WS Division, PHE

Ote. All details avallable in website:

http://whtenders.gov.in &
www.whphed.gov.in 5df- Ewecutive
Engineer, Malda Arsenic Area WS
Diwvision, PHE. Dte. o TIEB0E025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Office of the M5VP, BSMCH,
BANKURA, Pin: T22102
&-TENDER NOTICE
MEVP, BSMCEH, Bankura, imvites E-
Tendar for supply of formula food for
ferm baby use at BSMCEH, Bankum vide
Memo MNo: BSMCH/S11325, dated
LL/02200%. Last date of submission
06032005 upta 04,00 pom. Interested
bidder may visit the website
www. whhoalth gov,in/
www. bamedicalcollege. org.in &
www,whitenders.gov.in for further
details, Sdf- MSVP, BSMCH, BANKLIRA,

ICA- TI4I2[ 32028

Th! Wesl

(A Govt. ol West
Corporate dentity No. L4

T E N

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE
NieT No.-09/2024-15 of E.E. Mid,
Divin, /55 PW. Dte,
The e-Tender i being Invited for
{1} Sinking of deep tube well | 200mm X
100mm) & Instablation of Pump [3HP)
within the office carmpus of CM.OH, at
ludge Court In the District of Paschim
Medinlpur. (H) Repalr work of Academic
curm Administrative Building & Student
Activity Centre at Govt. General Degree
College, Keshiary in the District of
PFaschirm Medinlpur” agamst Tender id:
2025 WBPWD_816616 _1 to 2. Last
Date of Submission of Tender s on
10/03/2025 at 16;00. Other details and
Corrigendum i any will be obtained
from the website
Departmental website only
54/ Executive Engineer, Midnapur
Division, Social Sector, P\, Dte.
ICA- T3490)3

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Motice Inviting e Tendar
NIT WO, HST/4T-113-2025/8P/2025/339,
Dated | 17-02-2025
E-TENDER FOR PROCUREMENT OF
BLEACHING POWDER FOA TWD YEARS
FROM THE DATE OF AWARD OF
CONTRACT (ADC) AND ITS EXTENSION,
IF RECWHRED is invited from the Bldders.
imterestod bedders may vish the webshe
“hites://whienders. goy.in”™ or
“www.owbhaalth.gowin® for further
details. Bid submission start date
fonline) 25.02.2025. Bid submission
closing date (onlina] 12.03.2025. Bid
gpening date {onfine]: 12.03.2025,

Td/. DD.M.S, [ERS), W, IGA- TH4N 32026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Motice Inviting Re E-Tender

NIT NO. HST/4T-107-2024/D4-
RT[327)/2024/338; DATED 12-02-2025
ke E-Tender for procurement of drug
items under table-A, for two years from
the date of ADC s Invited from the
Bldders. intérested bidders may il the
website "hitps:/fwhtendersgovin” or
“woaw wbhealth.gowin® for further
details, Bid submission start date
{online): 24-02-202%, Bid submission
closing date (online|: 10-03-2025%, Bid
opening date (online): 10-03-2025%
Sdf- D.OUHLS, [ERS]E WEB. ica- Tainigaons

Bengal Power Dev&hpmem Corporation Limited
wamlcmam

NIT No.: WESETCL | Simkng of 150 MM X 80 MM dia dag ubo well wilk submarsible pump for
TAOE-TencesCoil0] | frosh waler supoly ot Bakid 132 &V sub-station colory complea under
DCabe: 20.02.2025 quuruaﬂm ICA- T 34841272074

Bif sequmgniy e S dowelussed bom MO 1O2Y 0020 P gned Bidy whall b subeibed fonling up
G100 P8, 1805 2933 il M fuligwing sefuley: wes whileogern godin, weew st = for detils

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of Weal Bengal Enterprisel
B, (Mo - Midyul Bhirear, Slock 1 Yectar |, fldkannagar, Balkria A

O - L0 RS TSGE T A | i W Ak

WBSEDCL invites e-Tenders as follows:
(TINIT No.: PM/RMM/e-Tender/CIVIL/24-15/27, D 12,02, 2025 of the Project Manager,
Rammam Hydel Project, 511, WBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: ¥ 14,37, 204/ for (2™ Call)
Emergency restaration of Jone- 1l of Rgmmam lntoke along with thorough repair § mainlendnee
af Zane-Ji Pebible Ertruder under Raamemam Hyde! Project, St-1f, WESEOCL

= Sagardighi Thermal Power Project
- P.0. Monigram, P.5. Sagardighi, Dist. - Murshidabad, Pin - 742237
=Ti
Ehﬂnn format in by e General
5¢ Wﬂm in wee | thh&mﬂh
of Pressure Salety Vatves, hﬂ:k!ﬂlmw
SisEming Renewal of Unit No. 1in Sepambaer’ 2125
Download Start Date: 15.02 2025 at 10.00 hrs. mmmmmg
1000 brs. Contact Person: M Syciess Kumd, Oy Guuullaranu{ﬁw;ult
E-mail: juro@wtodd oo i For detalt pleata wot hifps: 'whisnders. gowin wca.

. The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited

\i (A ﬂ-ﬂﬂ_ ol West | Enterprise)
Corporate identity No. US0104WB15855GC035154
Sagardighi l'hmnll Power Project

Notice Inviting E-Tender
Rel. No.: mITﬂi—Mwﬂaﬂngm Jt4e
3 o it 1: =" 1 :..l"a_ L - Lt
Iuml nmlld nrm-u-rm nbyhﬁumi

Companies in free (03] Part bid system lor

Tun’ lﬁﬂ“lﬁ:hﬂ&m
Tender Document Downlosd Stari Date: 18,02 2025 at 10.00 hre
I:I Emutrzmw1muhﬁﬂhmkmm
El-; General Marager 1&% §336303930. E-mail: jkundu@wbpdc coin

For detaly piaase vist © hitps:) A TISTOZVR0ES

(2) NIT No.: PRURMM ‘e Tender/(IVIL/24-25/28 (8. Na; 1), Dt: 12.02.2025 (Tender 1D:
2025_WBSED_B815117_1} of the Project Manager, Rammam Hydel Project, St-1,
WEBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: ¥ 12.11,057/- for (2 Call) Repar, mointenance & minoy civi
works for the road in-between Link Rood and 107 km Milesione towords Dhofrey under
Aammam Hydel Project, 51-1l, WESEDCL
(3) NIT No.: PM/RMMe-Tender/CIVIL/24-25/28 (S0 New: 2, Dtz 12.02.2025 (Teader ID:
2025_WRBSED_B15117_12) of the Project Mamager, Rammam Hydel Project. 5t-11,
WBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: ¥ 10,85,180/- for (2™ Call) Day-to-day and preventive
marmtenance. guarding round-the-dock & deanmg of desifning basin of Lodhoma infake ander
Rammeam Hydel Progect, S1-1], WESED(L
(4) NIT Now: PRURBM, e-Tender/CIVIL/24-25/29 (51, No.: 1), Dtz 14.02 2025 (Tender |D:
2075_WRBSED_B15982_1) of the Project Manager, Rammam Hydel Project, 5t-11,
WESEDCL. Estimated Cost: 1 17,28,372/- for Wepwir, mainfenance & miner civil warks
for C1 type Quarters and Recreation Hall of Lodhoma (olony under Remmam Hydel Project,
So-i, WBSEDCL
(5) NIT No.: PM/RMMe-Tender/CIVIL/24-25/29 (51 Na.: 2), Dtz 14.02.2025 (Tender ID:
J025_WRSED_B15982 _2) of the Project Manager, Rammam Hydel Project, 51-01,
WEBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: T 15,59 000/- for Repaiy, meinfendnce § minorcivil works, warer
sipply alang with apenation and mainfenance of woier ireatment plont of Power House,
ywichpard and Dovaen More and Dffice Comples ander Rammam Hydel Project, S5-I WESED(L
(6) NIT No.: PM/RMM e-Temder/ CIVIL/ 24-25/29 (51 No.: 3], Dtz 14.02.2025 (Tender ID;
2025 _WBSED_B15982_1) of the Project Manager, Rammam Hydel Project, 5t-11,
WBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: 7 17,49 572/ for Repair, mainfenamce & minor oivil works for the
read from [odhoma Cor Point to Power House, switchyard, Penstock Rood ({ower) under
Rammuam Hydel Project, 5:-11, WESEDCL ICA- TIE3VINIS
Far details, it httpss/whtenders.govin & www. wisedd.in

. - »
-

4
]

== The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited

(A Govi. of Wesl Enis
Corporate identity No. Uad1 WB1£ECE19!H
Sagardighi Thermal Power Project

RO, Monigram, P.S. Sagardighi, Dist. - Murshidabad, Pin - 742237

E-Teeciers 1o anuwm

SgTPP. En‘r:-'hmhu Eﬂm

Contract for H!T LTt:-h-rul u-ulug
Mﬁm hnn-r?m:nm Bid

Submission End Dake: 05-03-2025 upio 15:00 tr=. Contmct Person: Mr. Kund,
Dy. General Marager {Contract Cell). Mobile: 8335002930 E-mail: coin
For etails please et © hilps: 'whtenders.gov.in ICA- TISES{IY2025

72N .. The Wesl Bar-lglal F?ET“E?EW1 Cuwﬂun Limited
Corporate identity No. U40104WB 15855GC030154
Kolaghat Thermal Power Station

F.0. Mecheda, Dist. Purba Medinipur, Pin - T21137

Motice E-Tender
Aef. Ho.: WBPFDCL / Tend -Adw/24-25/KTPS/CC-3151 Deted : 0802 H025

D E R

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA l"l.."ﬁlll'-l-l ROTICE
NIT ™

e-Tender Notice

Name of Waork. Valee of the werk,
Earnel Mosey, Time of Completias,
Comstruction of a4 Food Cheer Brdpe af
Peuk Barar crossing E M Bypass From
Fspt w0 West (Temder 1D -
25 KMDA RIS 1),

Ra 32068 136, Ra76[36Y- |Online
thromgh e-Frocurement System af (sovi
of W] 365 days. Laat dete & tlme of
Omlime Bid subsmisaboni 1300 I025 gpio

01/2024-15

corrigendum,

The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited

(A Govt. ol West Bangal Enterprisa)

Caorpaorale Identity No. U40104WB15855GC033154
Bakreswar Thermal Power Project

P.O. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin

Maotice Inviting E-Tender
Ret No.: mpm;mu-mﬁi'ﬂiﬂma'

= T31104

Dated: 08.02.2025

Hn WBPIJCL IBIL"I'FF [E3559/24-25
E-mmw | format are inviied af hitps ) .pmlm ral Mana
BkTPP, WB fmmmw\rnd as | Companies in bid for “Overhaul
Mo, #1, Unit #2 & I.Inillih BkTPP". Tender Docu

of BHEL Make ESP ol
Download Start Dale: 01.02 2025 a1 09:00 AM, Bid Submission End Date: 24.02.2025
al 05:00 PM, Contact Person: Mr. Indranil Chakraborty, Dy. General Manager -
Engg-CC, BKTPP, WBFDCL. Mobile: 8373055604, E-mail: cc_bkips@wbpddl co.in
For datails plagss visit: hitps:/whlenders.gov.in 1CA- TISES 22025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL | GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Thie District Manager, West Bengal State

e-Temder & inviied by the Eascwtive
Engmess, DIV GRWYW, WES Secior,
KMDA, Bidhangarh,
irom eligible relsble, resourcedul, boomfed
end expenenced Firms
Indr-sdunl commesors, for the work, Neme
of Werk, Estimaied Amount Fur o
Tender, Earnest
Completion, Shiftmg and meplscement of
enmting 600 mm din 1 {K-9) raw waler
rising mam by &0 mm dia M5, pipe o 6.0
MiGD
mmwapaliny . Ra 4702 TI%. Ra 94 085
4% devs, End diie & time for anline Bid
submmieion; 1700 2025 51 1545 Hes,, for
details contact the above office or visit both
webgrion

vy Jomnin,w b
m..'l-'lﬂ'l'lﬂl‘l"l.ll‘l'dl BCA- TASAANI0EE

103 4-25 {2osd Call) Seed Corporation Ltd, Midnapore had
Ol Bids  sre  inviied by the invited e-tender for appointment of
Supermaending Engmeer, Circle-11, R&BD § § road transport contractor for WBSSCL
:_-"::I'-"-h"'ﬂ“-’:u '1‘:;]""-11“-"““‘ IJ:“"‘: Midnapore District Unit office for

¥ ay. - . ¥ -

200081, ' Sum = iboneSdc. salishis trt;nip-nrtn-tlnfm of different seeds Ir'uél+

T ey R ey other agricultural inputs in bags an
mdividunls contractors, For the work cartoons pack within the District &

outside the District and the State as well
i} Tender Ref Mo, WBSSCL/MIDINIT-
ii) Last date of Bid
Submilssion 12/03/2025 upto 530 PM.
The details are avallable in website:
whtenders.govin B Motice Bosrd of
WBSSCL, Midnapore, Tender related
information including addendum/
if any, shall also be

B s, id deislls conact the above available In sald website and Notice
oo or viam boih wobuibes { KA DA-1T 18] Board of waﬁs{:h deﬂlﬂ-ﬂﬂ.‘.
LR TR TETIML) Sd/- District Manager, WBSSCL,
= abendorngovdn oo rassagayanes | | Midnapore. WEA- TO4E3IM202E

GOVERNMENT DF WEST BENGAL
PWE TENDER MOTICE
Superintending Engineer, Sowlh-
‘Wantern Circle, PW. Mo, Midnapore
inwites onling s-tender for the work
“Link Road betwesn Fhargram-Jamison
Road and Parihatl-lambonl-Fekoghat
Road from OO0 Em. o 3150 KEm.
Widening and Strengthening work in the
district of Jhargram under Ihargram
Divislon, PW. Die. under RIDSOCN
Project D : POI425292525000."
Estimated Amount : Rs, 563,95 .553.00
NiaT Mo. 13 of 2024-2025 (2nd Call)
Tender ID : 2025_WEBPWD_B16952_1.
Bid submission start date [oniine] :
24.02.2025 from 10:D0 Houwrs. Bid
Submission clesing date [online)
17.03.30325 at 15:00 Howrs.
Corrigendurn I any will be publebhed in
webs(te only. Details of NieT and Tender
documents may be downloaded from
http:/ fwhtenders.gowin 54/ Taron i
Chakraborty, Superintending Enginees,

South-Whestarn Circle, PW. Dite
IC&- TIEM AW 2OIE

MDA TENDER NOTICE

q

Eoolkatn- 0006,

{ Companies

Money, Time of

wTP under  kanchmpam

(RATTA-1THS)

The West Eanaat Power Development Corporation Limited
of Waast Bangal Entorprise)
Corporata mmrr,r Na, ummwmmssmsm

‘;.: Santaldih Thearmal Powaor Station
P.O. Santaldit Thermal Plant, Dist. - Purulia, Pin - 723146

Motice Inviting E-Tender
Rel, No.: wnrnm..ﬂm-uvm:ﬁmmﬁiﬁm Dated: 08.02.2025
NIT No.: 24-25
E Tanders in

WBPDCL /STPS/NIT/E3884/ 24-;
rescribed format are Invited af hitps:/'whienders.govin by the Geneval
m 3, ||'|I'E.l-"I:I1[,‘.L Iram aligibla Agllngi:;'f‘.anm in 2 Par bid wﬂlm I'nr
tl peomi

om-m!mmm under 7 wnwmru ud
07.02.2025 from 11:00 hes. Bid Submission End Date: 24.02 2025 within 1amma
Contact Person: Mr. M. Mondal, Mobile No.: 8336503808, E-mall: Lndn
Fﬁd&tﬁ:‘bﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬁthﬂpumgwh ICA- TIRSO(Z)2025

o~ The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited

& Govt, of Wesl Bangal Enlerpriasa)

Corporate identity Na, U40104WB19855GC035154
Bakreswar Thermal Power Project

P.Q. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104

Motice lnviting E-Tender
Ael No.: WBPDCL /Tend - Adv/24-25/BKTPP] G- 315

Dated: DB,02.2025
NIT No.; W L/B P /124-25

E- Tanders in prescribed fovmat are mwfind af iips a - BKTFF,
MMWWFWHHEMW romant of

ol HT Fasteners”, Tender Document Download Start Date: MWMHHWI‘HH

End Dade: 25.02.2028 a1 15:00 hrn. Comlmot Person: M-, Mw Iﬁﬂnmmhh . HOD

Purchase Deplt), BKTPS. WEFDCL Mobble: BI36503911 8 caln /
Mazumdar, Manager {P.5)-Purchase. WBPDCL. Mobile: 731800402, E-mail:

The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited

A& Govt, of Wedl Bangal Enferprise)

Corporale |dentity No. U40104WB18855GC038154
Bakreswar Thermal Power Project

P.O. BKTPP, Dist. - Birbhum, Pin - T31104
Motice Inviting E-Tender

Ref No.: WBPDCL /Tend- -25 1CC-11 Dated: 08.02 2025

No.: L/BKTPP/NIT/E3563/24-
E: Tendars In prescribed m irvited at hitps:'whtendens.gov.in by Manager
- BKTPP, from /Companiea in bid system for "Overhauling of
CT Fan Motors of Unit#1,

EWH Unit Overhauling, BKTPP", ‘rm
mmnﬂunhﬂmnmm 5 af 09:00 AM, mdmmhmnwm
26,012.2025 at 05.00 PM. Contact Persan: Mr, indranil Chakraborty, Dy. General Manager-
.= GG, BKTFPF, WBFDCL. Mobile: 8373055604, E-mall: cc_bkips@wbpdel.co.in
please vist: hitps:'whienders.gov.in ICA- TISEA3VF025

mm_ud;mm coin  For details plaase vist: mﬁmmmﬂ,mﬁ

. The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited

A Govt, of West Bangal Enterprise)
Corporate Identity o, U40104WB19855GC039154
Bakreswar Thormal Power Project
P.O. BKTPP, DisL. - Birbhum, Pin - 731104
MNotice Inviting E-Tender
Rel Mo.: WBPDCL fMend - -25/B -3124 Daled: DB,02.2025
NIT No.: WBPDCL /BKTPP/NIT/E3564/24-25

E- Tanders in mmmmn hiipa. wbkancars.govin by Genaral Marager - BKTPP,
WBFDCL from eligible :ﬂnrl.l. a.nln in bid & m'rﬂa & I‘ﬂrmgllt Down
%MHMIMHMMHI mmmﬂatmmm Bld Submisskon

End Dale; 25.02.2025 a! 05.00 PM. Contact Person: Mr. Indranil Chakraboety, Dy, Genaral
Manager-Engg. - CC, BRTPP, WBRDCL. Mobile: 8373055604, E-mail: n:_h@;@%pddm.ln

Fuor details please visit hitps-/wiianders.gov.in 1CA- TI561({3)/2025

«. The Wes! Ean& :l;nlt?“ﬂv ﬂvﬂmﬂ E?lrﬂ-nrattun Limited

I:nrnnrm Identity No, U40104WB19855GC029154
Kolaghat Thermal Power Station

P.O. Mecheda, Dist. Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721137

Motice Inviting E-Tender

Ref. No.: WBPDCL ! Tend -Adv/ 24-25/ JCC-3154 Dated = 08.02.2025

NIT No.: I m&s

E'hrﬂm formal ane mwited at hitps:'whisnders tha Ganeral
vmm

ﬁﬂ / Companies in 2 Part bid sysiem for
m "Fumnmn—-:m
at ESP muuiu Tender Documant Download Start Date:
10.02 2025 3! 11.00 AM. Bid Submission End Date: 25 02 2025 at 14.00 PM. Contact
Person: M. Subhasis Das, No.: 5338004051 . E-mail: oo _kipsi@wbpdcl.coin

For detalis please wsit hitps:) g Jdn ICA- TISESENTNES

NIT No.: WBPD I 34-:5
E-Tondars In borrmat e imviled at htps:/fwbéendars
in2 Pinm m Iur “Blannial

KTPS, WEFDCL from ahﬂbhlwﬂwmz
Contract for Enﬂlillrlmt of one ulﬂnudr.r to ﬂl‘faiﬂ“ redated fo KTPS
Dapartment”. Tender Download Start Date: 13,02.2025 &l 14,00 hrs.

Bid EIH‘.IDIII MMEMMMMEMW Mr. Krisanu Gupta,
Sanior Manager (PS) [(Contract Cell), KTPS. Mobille MNo.: 8336308047, E-maill:
ooun For details please visit: hitpay in 1cA- TI565(2)2025

Tom [ra—
1l F—
ER B> B

i @

epaper.thestatesman.com

| HEEN ‘e
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE

Tender it hereby invited by the Dxecutive Enginser, PWD, Kalkata IT Division, Main
Biock, Ground Floor, Writers' Bulldings, Kolkata-700001 from the eligible
contractors for the following works. 1. “Supply, installation, Testing and
Commissipning of CCTV Surveiflance System and Adlied Infrastruciure for The New
and Oid Hostel Bulldings of GNM Training School, Lengipur Sub-Devision Hoapital
dtuated o Jengipur, Raghunathgan] Murghidabad, Wesl Bengal - 742005 -
Contingencies Work. [lob No: KIT/OW/2191 of 24-25)." e-TENDER No,
WEPFWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-276/T/24-25, Tender ID: 2025 WHEPWD_B13712 1. Bid
Submission Closing - 22.02. 2025 up to 03.00 PM. 2. “Supply, installation, Testing
and Commissioning of CCTV Survelllance Systern and Allied Infrastructure for The
Néwly Constructed |[G+7) GNM Students’ Hostel Building, attached with GNM
Traiming School, Coliege of Meditine & Sagoredutta Hospital at 578, BT. Road,
Kamarhati, Kolista-T00058 - Contingenties Wor [lob Mo: KIT/OW/I92 of 24-
25]." e-TENDER MNo. WBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-27T7/T/24-25, Tender 1D:
2075_WBPWD_E13730_L. Bid Submistion Closing - 72.02.2025 up to D3.00 PML.
. “Suppdy, Instaliation, Testing and Commistioning of integrated CCTV Sunssillance
zystem akong with alied infrastructure at Howrah Govt. Model Madrash [English
Madium], Balduhi, Panchla, Howrah_ [lob No: EIT/0W /704 of 24-35] " = TENDER
No. WBPWOD/EEKIT/E-NIT-278/T/28-25, Tender ID: 2025 WBFWD_E138&69 1 8id
Submission Oosing : 01033025 up to 03.00 F.M. 4. “Supply, installation, Testing
and Commissianing of Integrated CCTY Serveillance system along with allied
infrastructure 3t Gandhi Ghat, . Eodkatz- 700 120 [lob Ko: KITOW (285
of 28-75]" e-TENDER No. WBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-275/T/24-25, Tender iD:
2005 WEPWD_B15205_1. Bid Submission Closing - 04.03 3025 up to 03.00 P,
5. "Supply, instaliation, Testing and Commissioning of CCTV Surveiliance System
and Allied Infrastrocture for The Sub Divisbonal Cowrt at Diamond Harbour, South
24 Farganas, West Bengal - T43 331 [iob No: KIT/OW /196 of 24-15]." e TENDER Na.
WEBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-280/T/24-25, Tender ID- 2025_WBPWD_B14614_1 Bid
Sulbrission Closing - 04.03. 2025 up to 03,00 PM, & “Provading Recharpe of DTH
[Direct to Home) Tata Sky TV Service {Direct Broadcast Satefiite Television | with full
HD & Non HD Mega packs at Banga Bhawan & WIP Guest Howse |Bangla Bhawan,
Chanakyapieri] 38 New Delhi during the year 2025-26. [lob No: KIT/RW /089 of 24-
25].° e-TENDER No. WEPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-2B1/T/24-25, Tender ID:
2025 _WBPWD_B15813_ 1. Bid Submission Closing - 03.03.2025 up to 03.00 PM.
.U of Unified Threat Management [UTM] Firewall for WBMDFC
DOffice Bullding : AMBER, DD-27E, Sector-1, Saltiake, Kolkata - MD0064 for (3 [Three]
Years. [lob No: KIT/OW/IST of 14-25)° e-TENDER No. WBEPFWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-
BT 24-75, Tender 1D: 2025 _WBPWD_B15079_1. 8 Submission Closing :
04,03.2025 up to 03.00 PAL B, "Supply, Inttallation, Testing and Commissioning of
Integrated CCTY Surveillance system along with allied infrastructune &t Cakoutta
Hatianal Medical College & Hospital, 24 , Gorathand Road, kolkata- TDO 014

(Coflege Coampus, Hotpital Campius, Modtel Campui) - Additional Work [lob Mo
KIT/OW/258 of 24-25]." a-TENDER MNo. WBPWD/EEKTT/E-NIT-283/T/14-15, Tender
10: 2025 _WaRWD_B15%81 1. Bid Submission Closing : 24.02.2025 up o 03.00
PML. 8. “Supply, Instafistion, Testing and Commistioning of CCTV Surwsillance
System and Allled Infrastructune for The LPGME & I - S50M Hodpital ot 244, AIC
fose Road, Kolkata - 700030 - Part-A [Inside Main Compun of LPGM.E. B R, - 55EM
Hospital] :: Additional Work [lob Mo: KIT/OW/399 of 24-25]"° & TENDER Mo
WEBPWD/EEIT/E-NIT-284/T/24-25, Tender ID: 2025 WBPWD_B15983 1. Bid
Suibrmdasion Chosing ; 28000025 up 10 03.00 PM, 10, “Supply, Installaton, Testing
and Comminshning of inlegrated CCTV Surveillance syidem along with allisd
infrastruciure ot BG Kar Medical College & Hospital, 1, Ehudiram Bose Sarand,
Kolikata. TOO0 004 :; Additional Work [lob Mo: KIT/OW,/300 of 24-25]." o-TENDER Mo.
WEPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-2B5/T/24-25, Tender 0 2025 WBPWD_B15484_1. Bid
Submission Ooping : 24.07. 2025 up o 0100 M. 11. “Supply, Installation, Testing
and Commisshaning of Integrated CCTV Survelllance syilem along with allied
infrastruciure ot RG Kar Medical Collpge & Hospital, 1, Ehudiam Bose Sarand,
Kolents- 700004 :: Contingencies Work o Part-A [Job No: KIT/OW /301 of 24-25]" &
TENDER No. WBPWD/EEEIT/E-NIT-286/T/24-25, Tender 1D:
2025 WRMND_B15988_1. Bid Submission Closing : 24.02.102% up 1o 02,00 P.M
12. “Supply, Instalistion, Teiting and Commissioning of Integrated CCTV
Survaillance wystem along with alled infrastructure at RG Kar Medical College &
Hospital, 1, Khudiram Bose Sareni, Kolkets- 700004 :: Contingencies Work :: Part-8
[Saby Mo: KIT/OW/30D of 28-25].° & TENDER No. WEPWO/LEXIT/E-NIT-287/T/24-
25, Tender ID: 2025 WBPWD_B15988 1 Bid Sobmisslon Clodng @ 74.02 2005
upto 03.00 PM. 13. “Supply, installation, Testing and Commissioning of CCTV
Survedliance System and Alled infrestructure for The IPGME K R - SS5KM
Hospitsl st 2448, AJC Bose Road, Kolksts - P00 020 - Part-8 [Dutside Maln Campus of
|LPG.MLE. & R, - S5KEM Hospital] = Contingencies Work [Job No: KIT/OW /303 of 24-
25]." o-TENDER Ro. WBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-2BE/T/14-25, Tender 1D:

2025 WAPWD B15990 1. Bid Submission Closing - 24023025 up to 03.00 P&
14. “Supply, installation, Testing and Commissioning of Integrated CCTV
Survedllance. system along with allied infrastroctore ot D & BG Hospital, 57
Beliaghats Main Road, Kolksta- 700 010 = Conlingencles Work [lob No:
KIT/O0AN 1304 of 74-25) " e-TENDER No. WaPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-285/T/24-15, Tender
1Dz 2025 WEMNWD_B15991 1 Bid Submission Closing : 24.02_ 2025 up to 03.00
PaA 15, “Supply, innallation, Testing and Commissioning of CCTV Surveiflance
System and Allied Infrastructure for Chittaranjen Seva Sadan COGCH, 37 5P
Mukherjes Road, Kolkats- 70D 026 - Additional Wiork [lob No: KIT/DW,305 of 24-
25]." e-TENDER No. WBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-290/T/24-25, Tender 1D:
2025 WBPWD E15954 1. Bid Submizsion Closing - 24.02 3025 up to 03.00 P8,
16, “Supply, Instalistion, Testing and Commissioning of CCTV Survelitance System
and Allied Infrastructure for Chittaranjan Seva Sadan COGCH, 37 5.F Mulherjes
Road, Kolkata- 700 026 = Contingencies Work [lob No: KIT/OW/306 of 24-25]" e
TENDER No. WBPWD/EEEIT/E-NIT-291/T/f24-25, Tender 1D:
2025 WBRND H15996 1. Bid Submission Cpsing - 24 02. 70125 up to 03.00 PB4,
17, “Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of integrated CCTV
Sufveillance system along with alied infrastructure at Phoolbagan Campus of De
B.C Boy, Post Graduate institute of Pediatrics Sciences, Kpligis- 700 054 -
Contingenclies Work [lob No: KIT/OW/307 of 24-25]." e-TENDER Mo
WEBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-292/T/24-25, Tender ID: 2025 WBPWD B15998 1 Bid
Submission Closing : 25.02.2025 up to 03.00 PR 18. “Supply, Installation, Testing
and Commibsssening of Integrated CCTY Surveillance system along with allied
infrastructure at Beliaghata Campus of Dr B.C Roy, Post Graduate Institute of
Paediatric Sciences. Kolicats- 700054 &5 Winrk [Sob Mo: KIT/OW 308
of 24-25].° e-TENDER Mo, WEPWOSEEKIT/E-NIT-293/7/24-25, Tender ID:
20715 _WBFWD_E15993_1. Bid Submission Cloging © 2502 0075 up 1o 03.00 .M
19. “Supply, Instalistion, Testing and Commissioning of CCTV Swurvediance System
for Different Student Hostel attached to NRS Madical College and Hospdtal at 138,
AN Bose Road, Eolkata - 700014 = Contingencies Wiark [lob Mo: KIT/0W /300 of 24-
25]." e-TENDER Mo, WBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-294/T/24-25, Tender iD:
2025 _WEPWD_B16001_1. Bid Submitfion Oosing - 25.02. 3025 up to 03.00 P.M,
54,/ Executive Engineer, Kolkata | T Division, PWD A TRMER T2
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Bengal BJP urges Governor toexpunge
Mamata’'s ‘Mrityu Kumbh'remarks

BJPstate chief Sukanta Majumdarwrote two letterstothe Governor, urging elected representatives torespectreli-

gioussentimentsandavoid causing divisioninsociety

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUAY

est Bengal BJP

has requested

Governor C.V.
AnandaBose to

expunge Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’sremarks
of ‘Mrityu Kumbh’ from the
Assembly records and also
intervene in revoking the
suspension of four partyleg-
islators from the house includ-
ing the Leader of the Oppo-
sition (LoP) Suvendu Adhikari.
The BJP state chief Sukanta
Majumdar, on Wednesday,
wrote two separate letters to
the Governor. In the letter
regarding the Chief Minister’s
‘Mrityu Kumbh’ comments,
Majumdar pointed out that
the elected representatives

A

should uphold respect for
religious sentiments and
refrain from making state-
ments that might cause divi-
sion in society.

“Through thisletter, Iurge
you to expunge the statement
from the Vidhan Sabharecord,

take cognizance of the matter
and seek a public apology
from the Chief Minister,”
reads the letter.

Majumdar said that the
Chief Minister, through her
‘Mrityu Kumbh'’ remarks, has
insulted the sentiments of

Powergrid hands over equipment to
Bankura Sammilani Medical College

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BANKURA, 19 FEBRUARY

Powergrid Medinipur Jeerat
Transmission Ltd (PMJTL, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
Powergrid) as a responsible
corporate citizen has taken
a significant step towards
public health by signing an
MoU with the Bankura Sam-
milani Medical College and
Hospital, Bankura to instal
various medical equipments
in the hospital under Cor-
porate Social Responsibility
Initiative of PMJTL.

The project, estimated at
Rs 1.88 crore, will significantly
enhance the hospital’s ability
to deliver critical healthcare

services, underscoring
PMJTL's commitment to
improving the public health-
care system especially for
the people from vulnerable
backgrounds.

The MoU was formally
signed by Prashant Kumar,
general manager (HR), Pow-
ergrid and Dr Arpan Kumar
Goswami, MSVP, Bankura
Sammilani Medical College

BiGo partners with BGBS to
power sustainable mobility

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 19 FEBRUARY

Kolkata is alive, its streets are
pulsatingwith adiverse tapestry
of cultures and ventures. Yet,
as traffic snarled, pollution
thickened andlogistics services
deteriorated, thejoy of explo-
ration faded.

BiGo, India’s first electric
two-wheeler mobility service
ismakingits presencein West
Bengal with a bold vision-to
introduce sustainable, busi-
ness-first transportand mobility
solutions.

BiGo’sjourneyisled byits
founders, Ankit Nevatia, Ankit
Jalanand Mr Prateek Agrawal,
driven by a dynamic team
with rich work experience in
the automotive, businessman-
agement and information
technology industry.

At the 8th Bengal Global
Business Summit (BGBS),
BiGo signed a MoU with the
West Bengal government
whichwillnotonlyaccelerate
theadoption of electric vehicles
(EVs) butwill also make West
Bengal a key player in India’s
transition to electric vehicles.
This MoU also paves the way
for BiGo to rapidly expand its

services within the state and
also create asolid foundation
to launch all over the nation
withitsroots deeply grounded
in West Bengal.

Ankit Jalan said, “BiGo is
more thanjustamobilityserv-
ice; it's arevolution. Our full-
stackapproach of owningthe
fleet, developing the right
infrastructure, training drivers,
and managing operations,
ensures reliability and sus-
tainability. BiGois empowering
businesses to move smarter
and faster. We at BiGo would
like to thank our chiefminister
and the government, for the
support extended to us.”

BiGo plans to invest up to
Rs 375 crore by 2026 with
larger investments in subse-
quent years. These planned
investments will strengthen
our infrastructure and pave
theway to expand our fleet to
about 2,00,000+ ebikes in
the next five years, said an
official.

W

and Hospital, Bankura. The
event was also graced by Dr
Panchanan Kundu, principal,
Bankura Sammilani Medical
College.

PMJTL’s CSR initiatives
continue to demonstrate
commitment to uplifting pub-
lichealth infrastructure, sup-
porting government hospitals,
and ensuring better healthcare
accessibility for all.

the crore of devotees who
participate at Maha Kumbh
with utmost reverence.

“It is unfortunate that a
person holding such a high
constitutional position has
made aremark thatnotonly
disrespects religious traditions

butalso creates unnecessary
division in society,” said
Majumdar. In another letter,
Majumdar pointed out that
the suspension of the four
BJPlegislatorsincluding the
LoP raises serious concerns
about thefairrepresentation

of the people and the dem-
ocratic functioning of the
Assembly.

"While I fully acknowledge
the importance of maintaining
decorum and discipline within
the House, I believe that
reconsidering this decision
would foster a spirit of con-
structive dialogue and uphold
the democratic principles of
our legislature,” he said.

He said that the absence
of these MLAs deprives the
constituents of representation
and restricts diverse per-
spectives in legislative dis-
cussions.

“It has become an alarm
in the pattern that the Speaker
repeatedly suspends MLAs
who voice the concerns of
the people of West Bengal,"
he said.

Suvendu Adhikari disputes
Mamata’s claims on
Jagannath temple in Digha

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

Leader of Oppositionin West
Bengal Assembly Suvendu
Adhikari, challenged on
Wednesday the claims made
by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on the floor of the
Assembly on Tuesday that
the proposed Jagannath Tem-
pleatDighain East Midnapore
has been modelled after the
iconic Shree Jagannath Temple
at Puri in Odisha.

“On Tuesday, the Chief
Minister questioned my
courage in questioning her
claims about the proposed
temple at Digha which she
claimstohavebeen modelled
after theiconic temple of Puri.
Now, I challenge her to answer
my questions regarding her
claims on this count,” Adhikari
said on Wednesday. According
to the Leader of Opposition,
the CM should clarify why

ER ensures smooth passage for

the proposed temple hasbeen
named as “Jagannath Dham
Cultural Centre” and not as
“Shree Shree Jagannath Tem-
ple”.

“The ChiefMinister should
immediately give instructions
so that the name is changed
from ‘Jagannath Dham Cultural
Centre’ to ‘Shree Shree Jagan-
nathTemple’inall therelated
state governmentdocuments.
The name change should also
be made in the tenders and
documents of WBHIDCO,
responsible for construction
of the proposed temple at
Digha, the cost of which is
borne from the state govern-
ment exchequer," the BJP
leader said. Secondly, Adhikari
referred to the traditional prac-
tice of only Hindus being
allowed inside the Puritemple
and suggested thatanotification
written in five languages is
displayed at the main entrance
gate of theupcoming temple.

SHYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE PORT,

- Order Ho. 05 dated 04.02 2025
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(Appalnied by the
Ceniral Govi. Under Sectlon 3 of
Act 40 of 197 1-Caritral Act)
Proceadings Mo, 20430 of 2023

passengers in Kumbh-bound trains

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 18 FEBRUARY

Kumbh Mela, one of the
largest religious gatherings
in theworld, attracts millions
of pilgrims from across the
country. To facilitate the
smooth movement of devo-
tees travelling to the sacred
event, Asansol division of
Eastern Railway implemented
well-planned arrangements
at Asansol station, ensuring
a hassle-free and organised
journey for passengers board-
ing Kumbh Mela Special
trains.

Vehicle entry was restrict-
ed, and designated holding
areas were developed to

Eastern Railway’s
Asansol division
implemented well-
coordinated mea-
sures to ensure
smooth and orga-
hized travel for
Kumbh Mela pilgrims.

streamline passenger flow.
Temporary sheds were con-
structed to provide relief
from the sun. Passengers
were systematically segre-
gated as per theirrespective
trains, and CCTV surveillance
was utilised for effective
crowd monitoring. Queues
were managed efficiently by

OC, family members arrested for
assault on med staff, vandalism

TATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

An officer in-charge (OC) of
district crime record bureau
in Birbhum and his family
members, including his wife
were arrested on Tuesday
nighton charges of assaulting
doctors, nurses and other
medical staffof the state-run
Lalgola Krishnapur Hospital
in Murshidabad districtand
ransacking the hospital prem-
ises.

The accused, including
the OC Asraful Sheikh, were
produced before the court
on Wednesday.

Troublestarted on Tuesday
night when his mother was
brought to the hospital. Asraful,
hiswife and four othermem-
bers of their family gotinvolved
inaheated exchange ofwords
with an on-dutynurse at the
hospital, alleging negligence
in treatment of his mother.

He along with his family
members turned violentand
assaulted several nurses, doc-
tors and other staff of the
government hospital. They
went on a rampage by dam-
aging government properties
at the hospital.

The hospital virtually

turned into a battlefield till
midnight. Sensing the situation
was getting out of control, a
huge police force, led by
Atanu Haldar, OC of Lalgola
police station (PS) rushed to
the spotto bring the situation
under control. But the violent
familymembers, led by Asraful,
did not spare even his col-
leagues. They also allegedly
attacked Mr Haldar, sub-
inspector (SI) Kalyan Sing-
haroy and civic volunteers.

Asraful allegedly tried to
throttle Mr Halder’s neck
and beat up Mr Singharoy
and two civic policemen with
bamboo. Mr Singharoy’sone
finger was fractured.

Localsalleged that Asraful,
a resident of Lalgola, was
drunkand wenton arampage
the hospital premises.

Accordingto police sources
in Murshidabad district, dis-
ciplinary action has been
taken against him.

The superintendent of
police (SP) in Murshidabad
hassuspended him, sources
said.

Earlier, allegations of cor-
ruption had also been brought
against him when he was
posted atKirnahar PSin Birb-
hum district.

Dedicate life to service of nation: RKM monks

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

Monks of the Ramakrishna
Math and Mission urged the
young people to dedicate
their lives for the development
of the country and uphold
the philosophy of service
and sacrifice as propagated
by Vivekananda.

They were speaking at
Sealdah station to commem-
orate the return of Swami
Vivekananda from the West
on 19 February, 1897. The
programme was organised
by the Ramakrishna Math
and Mission Belur and the
Ramakrishna Mission Institute
of Culture Gol Park.

A portrait of Swamiji was
placed on a well decorated
rath (chariot) which started
from Sealdah and com-
menced at Alambazar Math
where a meeting was held.
Swami Suviranandaji, general
secretary of Ramakrishna
Math and Mission addressed
the gathering. At Sealdah, a

W)

.-I SLWWAE

LSEE s
; o r -

*
On this day, after attending the Chicago Religious
Conference, Swami Vivekananda returned by train from
Budge Budge. As every year, a journey began from Budge
Budge station to Kolkata with Swamiji's statue to celebrate

the occasion. « sns

meeting was held which was
addressed by Swami Balab-
hadranandaji, assistant gen-
eral secretary of Ramakrishna
Math and Mission. Young
speakers spoke at the meeting

and portions from Swamiji’s
messages were read out. A
huge procession followed
the chariot. The chariot started
from Sealdah and reached
Maniktala from where it

reached College Street via
Vivekananda Road. At Swami-
ji'sancestral residence, flowers
were placed at Swamiji's feet.
Therally then reached Shyam-
bazar Five Point Crossing
via Bhupen Bose Avenue and
Girish Avenue.

Swamiji left Chennai on
15 February to reach Budge
Budge by steamer. He boarded
aspecial train to reach Sealdah
station on 19 February, 1897.
AtSealdah, the youth removed
the horses of the carriage
Swamijiwas travelling in and
pushed it themselves. Swamiji
came to the house of Dr
Pasupati Bose in Bagbazar.
Swamiji was accompanied
by Mrs and Captain Savier
and J J Goodwin. Swamiji
had huge influence over the
youths. In the freedom move-
ment there was not a single
youthwho was notinfluenced
by Swamiji.

The messages of Swamiji
still attract the youth, who
do social service of different
kinds across the country.
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RPF personnel, ensuring an
orderly boarding process.
Passengers were guided from
the holding areas, entering
the station one by one under
strict supervision.
Adequate drinking water
facilities were made available,
and a'MayIHelp You'booth
was setup to assist passengers.

COALINDIA
BHUBANESWAR:

HALF MARATHON

RPF personnel and railway
staff provided necessary
assistance to ensure a has-
sle-free and safe boarding
experience for passengers
of the 03505 Maha Kumbh
Mela Special Train from
Asansol to Tundla. Addition-
ally, other special trains,
including those passing
through Asansol also wit-
nessed well-coordinated
crowd management.

The coordinated efforts
of staff and officers of Asansol
division/Eastern Railway
ensured that all arrangements
functioned smoothly, con-
tributing to a seamless travel
experience for pilgrims head-
ing to the Kumbh Mela.

Smit. Ambica Singh,
B4 & B4iA, Chotla Railway Siding,
Kalkata-700027
AND
Will: Dehurl, PC: Marhowrah,
Dist: Saran, Bihar, Pin-B41481
AND Any person/s intereated in the
proparty
As mantloned harain
Wharaas procesdings againsi Smil
Ambica Singh, tha Q.P. herein, have
baan Inlllated uls T of tha PP Act for
sdjudication of the prayer of Syama
Pragad Mookerjes Parl, Kolkata
(BMPK) tar recovary of damages
slongwilh ntaresl in respact of Syama
Prasad Mookarjoes Port's land
maasuring about 30848 Sg.m (undar
Plata No. D-401) situated at Chatla
Railway Siding.
Wheraas the next date of hearingfiling
reply to show cause slc., s fned on
25.02.2025 at 12 PM al Ofica of the
Estate Oficar, Shyama Prasad
Mookerjes Porf, Kolkata, at tha 1si
Floor of ‘Fairlle Warehouse', § Fairiie
Place, Kolkata-T00001, falling which
the matter would be decided ex-parts,
without further reference. For further
details please refer 1o SMPK's websile
www smp.smportkolkata.in
Date : 1702, 2025
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Snakebite student appears
for exam: Jagannath Mudi, a
Madhyamik examinee, bitten
by a Russell Viper on Tuesday
evening, was allowed to con-
tinue in his exam from the
Burdwan Medical College and
Hospital ward on Wednesday.
Mudi, a student of Parbatpur
High School suffered
snakebite while he was
returning from his tuition
classes on his bicycle. The
West Bengal Board of Second-
ary Education's regional
authorities allowed him to
appear from the hospital
ward.

Child dies after fight in
school: An altercation
between two classmates of
Class X of Champdany Arya
Vidyapith took an ugly turn
when they resorted to
fisticuffs. Abinav Jalan (15)
could not bear the deadly
blow on his chest from his
mate as he fell unconscious.
He was rushed to Angus ESI
hospital, where the doctors
declared him dead. Locals and
guardians protested against
the teaching staff of the
school, blaming them for not
maintaining discipline and
allowing hooliganism. Senior
police officials of Chandanna-
gar commissonrate rushed to
bring the situation under con-
trol. The school headmaster,
Mr Dhirendra Kumar Jha, said
he was not in the school at
the time of the incident.

Another Bangla infiltrator
booked: Another infiltrator
from Bangladesh was inter-
cepted by the police in Burd-
wan on Wednesday. The
youth had claimed that he
hailed from Tripura but the
Agartala police ruled out his
claim. Akash Das was arrested
from the house of Sheikh
Majed Rahaman, the person
who was arrested by the
police yesterday for harbour-
ing an Awami League member
Raju Ahmed.

City, districts mayseerain, thunderstorm: Met

Theweatherscientistsareanticipating lightto moderate rainfallatafew places overvarious districts of SouthBengalon22and 23 February

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

olkata along with
other neighbouring
districts could get
rainfall, thunder-
storm or even lightning
tomorrow. The weather
department has predicted
athunderstorm and lightning
accompanied by gusty wind
speed reaching 30-40 kmph
at one or two places over
East Midnapore, Howrah,

Kolkata, South 24-Parganas
districts of south Bengal
tomorrow.

The Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre had forecast
thunderstorms and lightning
accompanied by hail and
gusty winds, speeding up
to 40-50 kmph for five dis-
tricts of South Bengal today,
including East and West
Midnapore, Bankura, Jhar-
gram, South 24-Parganas
and Howrah. Considering
the fact, thunderstorms,

Police officer tound dead
under mysterious
circumstances in Mayapur

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KRISHNAGAR, 19 FEBRUARY

In a shocking incident, an
assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
was found hanging from the
ceiling of his barrack at the
Mayapur outpost under
Krishnagar police district
on Wednesday morning.
The deceased, identified as
35-year-old Debashish Garai,
was recently transferred
from the traffic department
to the Mayapur outpost.

According to police
sources, the incident came
to light around 9.30 a.m.
when Garai failed to report
for duty. When he did not
respond, civic volunteers
went to check on him and
discovered his body hanging
in his room.

Deputy superintendent
of police) Rajat Kanti Pal
confirmed the tragicincident.
"We noticed the matter when
he did not turn up for duty.
When civic volunteers
reached hisroom, they found
him hanging. His body has
been sent for autopsy, and
we have informed his family
members," Mr Pal stated.

Assistant Sub-Inspector
Debashish Garai, 35, was
found hanging in his bar-
rack at Mayapur outpost
under Krishnagar police
district. He was recently
transferred from the traffic
department. Authorities
discovered his body after
he failed to report for
duty. An investigation is
underway, exploring per-
sonal and professional
aspects of his death.

Garaishared his barrack
with another personnel, who
had left for his duty around
8a.m. ashe was assigned to
oversee the Madhyamik
examination. The police
have launched an investi-
gation into the matter and
registered a case of unnatural
death.

Authorities revealed that
Garai was a resident of the
Nanoor police station area.
While the cause ofhisdeath
remains unclear, the police
are exploring all possible
angles, including personal
and professional aspects,
to ascertain the circum-
stances leadingto the tragic
event.

rainfall, hail and gusty winds
were reported from Kharag-
pur this morning. The rainfall
and thunderstorm, according
to the weather scientists,
are expected to continue in
parts of South Bengal for
the next few days. As being
anticipated by the weather
department, East Midnapore,
Howrah, Kolkata, South 24-
Parganas districts could get
thunderstorm and lightning
accompanied with gusty
wind speed, reaching up to

30-40 kmph while the
amount of rainfall and inten-
sity of winds could go higher
in parts of Purulia, West
Midnapore, Bankura, East
Burdwan, West Burdwan
and Hooghly tomorrow.

The weather scientists
are anticipatinglight to mod-
erate rainfall at few places
over various districts of South
Bengal on 22 and 23 Febru-
ary.

The drastic change in
weather, according to the

RMC, has been brought by
a trough running from
Gangetic West Bengal to
Telangana at 0.9 km above
mean sea level. “Under its
influence and strong moisture
incursion from Bay of Bengal
atlower troposphericlevels,
thunderstorms with light to
moderate rainfall, hailstorm
and gusty wind activity are
very likely to occur in some
districts of South Bengal
during 19-20 February and
22-23 February.

Complaint filed against CM Mamata Banerjee
for ‘threatening’ LoP Suvendu Adhikari

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

A complaint has been filed
with West Bengal Governor
C.V. Ananda Bose, seeking
his intervention on a com-
ment by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee allegedly
threatening Suvendu Adhikari,
the Leader of Opposition
(LoP) in the state.

State BJP leader and the
counsel of Calcutta High
Court Kaustav Bagchi has
registered this complaint
with the office of the Governor
quotingaportion of the Chief
Minister’s speech while she
was delivering her speech
on Tuesday in the Assem-
bly.

“You are resorting to so
much slandering against a
particular community. Now
if they call for a movement
someday, willyoube able to
handle that?" the Chief Min-
ister was heard saying.

Bagchi has posted that
particular video clipping on
the wall of his social media
accountand raised the ques-
tion "Is the Chief Minister
threatening the Leader of
Opposition on behalf of the
extremists?"

Thereafter, he forwarded
a communique to the office
of the Governor seeking the
latter’s intervention in the

matter.

On Tuesday, the Leader
of Opposition too launched
scathing criticisms against
the Chief Minister for the
latter’s comments on these
lines.

"She questioned what if
the people from a particular
community unite against
me? [will report to the Union
Home Ministry on such a
threat with video clippings
of the Chief Minister’s state-
ment on the floor of the
House. I am being provided
with security following an

order from the Calcutta High
Court. I will also approach
the Calcutta High Courtwith
apleaseeking torestrain the
Chief Minister from making
such provocative statements,"
Adhikari told media persons
on Tuesday afternoon.

The LoP alongwith three
other BJPlegislators has been
suspended from the House
for a month reportedly
because of unruly behaviour
on Monday. Adhikari has
claimed that suspension hap-
pened as the LoP is from the
BJP and such things never
happened earlier when the
same chair either belonged
toanyone from the Left Front
or anyone from Congress.

o - : _ b
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Woman stabs youth to death

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 19 FEBRUARY

Ayouthwas stabbed to death
by a woman on a busy road
in broad daylight in Kalna
town of East Burdwan today.
The police have booked the
woman.

Shameem Mondal (34)
of Kapurdanga locality in
Kalna was attacked on the
road by a woman, Nayana
Ksetrapal in Ranibondor area
in town. She stabbed the
youth repeatedly in full public
view but before the locals

could come to the rescue,
the youth suffered multiple
wounds on his chest and
head. He was declared dead
by the Kalna hospital.

Forty-year-old Nayana
maintained a healthyrelation
with Shameem's family and
the youth used to call her
'Didi'. The family members
told police that Nayana had
intimidated Shameem yes-
terday at his house over some
money.

The police arrested Nayana
and seized the knife used
for the crime.

Mobile phone tower battery
theft racket busted, four arrested

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 19 FEBRUARY

In the last few months, the
district police had been
receiving complaints about
the theft of mobile phone
tower batteries of a private
company. Batteries were
stolen from towers in Gurap,
Dhaniakhali, Pandua, Purva,
Haripal, Purva Burdwan,
Jamalpur, and Memari. Fol-
lowing a directive from the
district rural police super-
intendent, special investi-

gation teams were formed
at various police stations.
Suspicious movements were
captured on CCTV cameras.

The Gurap police station
team seized a suspected
vehicle and its driver and
the stolen batteries.

Hooghly district rural
DSP (D&T) Priyabrata Bakshi
said that the market value
of each battery is Rs 80,000,
and batteries along with
their accessories, worth 15
lakh, were recovered from
the seized vehicle.

Memo No - 950/KMIPW/24-25

Kamarhati Municipality

1. M.M. Feeder Road,
Belghoria, Kolkata-56
Date : 17.02.2025

T E N

D E R

E-Tender are invited by the Chairman, Kamarhati Municipality,
North 24 Parganas for SUPPLY OF SPARE PARTS FOR
VEHICLE

NIT No - WEBMAD/KM/PW/15TH FIN/NIT-32(e)/24-25
Tender ID No - 2025 MAD B17341_1

Bid submission start date : 20/02/2025 at 4:00 P.M.

Bid submission end date : 06/03/2025 at 4:00 P.M.

Bid opening date : 10/03/2025 at 4:00 P.M.

N.B : For details and any othér informalion, please visit Govt.
website hitp:lwbtenders.gov.in this advertisement is also given
http:/fKamarhatimunicipality.org. Chairman

Kamarhati Municipality

0] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

T. Notiga Ma. 230-Elect TROIPRYJE-Tender Motice/2025/547 & 548 Dabe : 17.02:202%

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr, Dl Elecirical Enginess TROM, C Rliy'Prayagra), for and on Babull of ths Pressden
of bedia, inwile P foliowing IE- Tander, th delails of ihe lendisrs are ms under

T.No,: 230-TRD-WC-938-2025

Description of work : Proviskon of Monkey Antl Cembeng Devics b0 proveen] climiing ol
Maonkey over Traction Inslalsfion Stuciures i betwean Section M. Dean Dayal
Upmdhyaya - Jhinjhak of Prayegra) Dhaalon

Advertised value ; Rn, 03,80.61427 | Bid Security : Rs, 1.27 500 00

T.Ha,; F30-TRO-WC-030-2008

Descriplian o wiark © P o of Monkey Andl Llsmbang Devios b0 pressent climbeng ol
Mionkey ower Tranclcn Installation Strectunes in biteeen Section Jhinjfhak - Chiphyana
Buzurg of Praymges Ciiviskon

e-AUCTION NOTICE

Awarding contract for operation of Pay & Use Tollet over Malda Division
Sr. Divisional Commearcial Manager, Eastern Railway, Malda Division
Malda Town Office Bullding. P.O.Jhaljhalia, Disi-Makda, Pin-732102 , Wes!
Bangal (Auction Conducting Officer) has published e-Auction catalogua
on www.lreps.gov.in for (the following work | Name of Work: Operation
of Pay & Use Toilet ot at Munger (MGR) stalion over Malda Division
Auction Catalogue No. : pay-usa-2025-03. Auction Start; 03.03 2025
at 11.45 hrs, (1) Lot No. : PnU-MLDT-MGR-Tol-37-24-1, Station : Munger
Prospectiva biddars are requested to visit IREPS e-auction module for
further details

(MLD-224/2024-25) Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Malda
Tendor Motico i also svailable at websites © www.erindisnraileays gov.in | eweireps. govin

'@ Metro Railway, Kolkata

| S |
Tender Motice for e-tendering is invited by Principal Chisf Engineer, Metro
Ratlway for the following work : Hame of work: “Providing laciidation for the
work of Mutation, Reconciliation of land plan and data and Digiizaton of data
of acguined land of Metro Redway | Kolksts in consulta$ion with Wesi Bengal
Govt. in Joka - B.B.D {Purple ling}, Mew Garia - Airport {Orange line)
Noapara - Barasal (Yellow line). Seclor - V 1o Howrah Maidan (Green lina)
commidor and Joka & New Town depol ™ Approx Cosi of Work (Rs.) : T 38,111,500,
Earmest Money : ¥ 76,200, Complation Period : 12 (Twelve) Months, Date
and Time of Closing » 18.03 2025 &t 12.00 Hrs. The Tender Document and
ofturr diradds can be obtained from the webshe. www ireps.gov.in  Amendments/
Corrigandum, if any, would be uploaded only on the websits

.ﬂ.h-ridﬂld e-Tender Notice No. : Civil-2510-2025 (Dpen)

Follow us at: B/ matrurailwajhul € Imetrorailkolkata

EASTERN RAILWAY
e-AUCTION NOTICE

Awarding contract for operation of Parking lots over Malda Division
=r, Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Railway, Malda Division,
Maida Town Office Building, P.O.-Jhaljhalla, Dist-Malda, Pin-732102 .
West Bengal (Auction Conducting Officer) has published e-Auction
catalogue on www.ireps.gov.in for the following work : Name of Work:
Oparation of Parking lots at Mathnagar (NAT), Sabour [(SBQ), Sujnipara
{=PLE) & Nimiita (NILE) Railway Stations over Malda Division, Auction
Catalogue MNo.: Parking-2025-03. Auction Start : 03.03.2025 at 11.45
hrs. SI. No. & Lot No.; Station : (1) PARKING-MLDT-NAT-MX-21-22-2;
Nathnagar. (2) PARKING-MLDT-SBO-MX-35-23-1; Sabour. (3) PARKING-
MLDT-SPLE-MX-53-23-1; Sujripara. (4) PARKING-MLDT-NILE-MX-54-
23-1; Nimiita. Prospective bidders are requested to visit IREPS e-auction

Follow us at :!@Eashmﬁailway I @easternrailwayheadquarter

®

West Bengal Forest Development Corporation Limited
(WBFDCL), KB-19, Sector-lll, Salt Lake, Kolkata - 700106,

WEST BENGAL AGRO INDUSTRIES CORPORATION LTD.

@ (A Govi. Undertaking)

: J Registered Office: 238, Netaji Subhas Road, 3rd Floor
Kolkata-700001

NleT-180 (3rd call) /| 24-25 and 299 to 309 /

2024-2025 Dated: 19-02-2025

Adverilsed value : Fs. 60,61 885.00 Bid Security : Ra. 1.21.,200.00

Complation Period : D8 Monihs Bidding system ; Single Packe]

TnnEH Elm.lllg date & Time : 10.03 2025 & 14 00 Hrs

Tender Dpening date & Time : 10,03 2025 & 15.00 Hrs

Mota - 1.The complate information along with tender document of abowve E-Tenders
shall be avaiiable on Website www. Ireps.gov.in 21 days prior to the dale of opening of
the lender, 2, Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepled against above
lencders. Far this purpose, wendors ang medguined 1o gel hemsalves regisiersd with
IREFS website along with Digital Signature Cerificats. 3. In case of any difficuity
helpdesk svailable on the website of IREPS may be approached, IZAZ5(ASB)

[§] North central railways & www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in X @ CPRONCR

SrRiaess tfaan &1 erafoa,

&g A=l gnse Ho-7,

Email ID- eemdd7gal.chandil@ gmail.com

Zo-feifder smsso
so-ffaer W= S0-WRD/MDD-7/
GALUDIH/F2-03/2024-25, fa+1% 19.02.2025

1 Enie e AA HERE [N gEE a3
" e — Repair and Maintenance of OR-46
Minor Ex, Km 99.813 CLMC.
¥ 19,66,243.78 ( == @
i urafEm o fsmrs pam o o dorde &l
HEET O ) =
i ] q¥ T W T 7m A

5 | dwome T AT owee @ R 2302 2025, 1200 T ¥EA A
21022025, W 18032025, 500 WA

FURIEH h

go-Faftre s gram
o DL L -:r." "-'|"|]

18032025 ¥ 1603 325 800 &3
yonE= vy Dnline Mode gro s89n
gl
21 002025, 1200 ¥ SOEY
TS st @y et g

qiveT (T3 1 gE Ta ST
1 oth o w A aim iE

g | So-Taide are o i e e

g0 MflE Eae o TR

TERIE 9 A e o -7, TS |
0 MAGRHE qITNTY W NAEA
w0, [ R ”~ 7761822355
11 | #o UrgRdE ¥E W AR E0gA A D657-2371765
AT e & fafas sy g s Gt & fEe ean
dwwurge hitp:/jharkhandienders.gov.in u 34 )
. WImlE 209 It may be vary sTduree afED

@y faaeel uwes wo-7.

PR346738 (Water Resource)24-25°D llrt{-a."rtt

e-Tenders are Invited by the Executive Engineer, on behall of
Wesl Bengal Agro Industries Corpn. Lid., 238, Nelaji Subhas
Road, 3rd Floor, Kolkata-700001 from bona fide and resourceful
Agencies for completion of Civil & Electrical works al Coochbe-
har, Burdwan, North 24 Parganas, Purba Medinipur, Murshid-
abad, Birbhum, Bankura, Nadia and Hooghly District. Tender
document may be downloaded from hitp:/iwbtenders.gov.in
Bid submission start date; 20-02-2025 after 9-00 A.M. Bid sub-
mission end date: 07-03-2025 up to 3-00 P.M.

Date; 19-02-2025 Sd/- Executive Engineer

ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE

The undersigreed publishes NITs Tor the predect ‘Caerlage of CFC produce 2004- 15" on behall of the Ex
(oo O, OFO, Panchel Diviston, WHEDCL a3 fallows:

IPR-67 e 2004-25

Bid Submission) Last Date of
NIT Ne. o Pt StartDate  |Bid Submission
e | VAFROUS MouEas ioupes of Blshawpu
WHHETF"E'”I;EL"L.FE" Hange under Panchet Division to Eishnapur
el - Depat ol Behinuur Range
Varlous mouzas/coupes of Bankadaha
WRFORPNT/SALTHY [Range under Pancher Division to
BED-56(e)2024-25 | Bankadaha, Upcesohe and Amdangra Depot
under Bankadaha Range,
WEFOR/PNT/SAL g | VoS mouzasfcoupes of Joypar Range| o 0o oy | g9 200

under Fanchet Division to Joypur and
Adhkata Depot bathunder loypur Ranige,

WRFORPAT/SALTFC

Various mousas/coupes of Onda Bange
under Panchet Division to Chhagulia

Depat under Taldangra,

el
OND-G0ie) 200425 [hepot imder Onda.
: Various mouras/oupes of Taldamgra
WHFORPNTSALTHY : Lo
TLO-690e1/ 2004-75 Range urder Fanchet Division 1o Takdangra

Oetnly of MiTy can be seen ot wansowbtendery, goin and werw whide.oom

L
B, KHOD, WIEFDRL

e o
= -

2

e-Procurement Notice
Did. 19.02.2025

O-1511
Lr. No. 340

signing of the contract,

which thée bids shall bé declared non- responsive

For furthar details please log on 1o hitpiiwww,. pmgsytenders.gov.in
OIPR-2581208/11/0038/2425

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KENDRAPARA-JAJPUR
At-=Chandikhole, P.O.: Sunguda, Dist.; Jajpur-T 34296, E-mail id: serw_kpdiEyahoo.com
Repair and Maintenance of Rural Roads under PMGSY

Tha Chial Construction Enginear, R, W, Circla, KENDRAPARA-JAJPLIR, on bahall of Odisha State Rural Road
Agency, invilas percontage rale bids in slectronic tendaring system for Repair / Mamisnance of the Rural
Foads Constiucled under Pradhan Manirl Gram Sadak Yolana in the disticis of KENDRAPARA for 1 (Ona)
number of package with estimated cost lotalling to Rs. 1.08 Cr including mainténance for five years from the
aligible contractors registered with State PWD / CPWD / MES |/ Railways. The registered bidder of outside
Odisha, can also participate in this process, but shall have to subsequently undergo registration with the ap-
propriate authority of tha State Govt, preferably within & monih of tha deadline for bid submission, bul prior o

Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement did. 24.02.2025 (dd'mmilyyyy)

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and should
B submitiad anling in h“p,‘n'fm, pmgl.yl:gnd.rl.gghr.m The bidder would ba reguired io regisier in the web-
site which is free of cosl. For submission of the bids, the bidder s requined to have a valid Digital Signature
Cartificate (BSC) from one of the autharized Ceritying Authorities, The bidders are reguired fo submit (a) org
inal Demand Draft iowards the cost of bid document mnd (b) orginal bid security in approved form and (c)
original affidavit regarding cormectness of informabion furmishad with bid doocument as par provisions of Clausa
4.4 B (a)(ii)of ITBwith C.C.E., R.W. Circle, KENDRAPARA-JAJPUR, on a date not later than three working
daye after the opening of technical qualification part of the Bld, sither by registersd post or by hand, fniling

Last Date! Tima for receipt of bids through #-procuremaent: 10.03.2028 (dd/mmdyyyy) up to 5.00 P.M. (ime)

R.W. Circle, Kendrapara-Jajpur

Chief Construction Engineer

epaper.thestatesman.com

€8] WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

The Chief Project Manager
(Electrical) West! Central Railway
Kota for and on behalf of president of
India Invites E-tender for following
works, Mame of work: EL-KTT-
Projaci-24-P55A-1R daled
13.02 2025 Reguest for Proposal
(RFP} for providing Project
supervision Services (P53} for
varnous Sites/ Sections of Z2x25kV
upgradation Projects |n the
liunsdiction of Dy.CEE/Project, Rota,
BPL & JBP Divisioin of West Central
Railway., Approximate cost Rs.:
1566663351, Date & Time of
clasing: 10.03.2025 - 15.00 hrs
Official Website & Address:
hitp:hwww. ireps.gov.in/ Addrass -
Chie! Project Manager [Elecirical]
Kota, 18t FLOOR DRM OFFICE
BUILDING, WEST CENTRAL
RAILWAY, KOTA, RAJASTHAMN|
HINDIA] PIN-324002

Emallcpmelecikoladdgmail, com
The offer is acceplad only through E-
tendering on wabsile
|hitp:iwwew. ireps.gov.in/. The bidder
should have class |11 Digitall
signature certificale and musi
Iregistered on IREPS Portal, Mol
tender is accepled manually, Please
read tender terms and condifion)
befora the lendering

Dy. CEE (Project),
Waest Central Rallway, Kota

I NI M

module for further details
(ML D-730020248-25)

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Malda
Tander Motice s alss available at websites : www. e indianrafiways. gov.in | www.ineps.gov.in

Follow us at : [l @EasternRailway [ @easternrailwayheadquarter

e-TENDER NOTICE

Office of the Block

Developmeant Officer

Kranti Development Block
Kranti, Jalpaiguni
e-Tender have been inviled by the
undersigned for different works
vide e=NIT No. WB | 026 |
BDOKNT /| 24-25 (Retender-NIT-
23) Work Sl. No. 01 to 07, Dated:
18-02-2025. Last date of submis-
sion of bid through anline: 26-02-
2025 up to 17-00 hre. For datais
please visit. hitps:/'wbtenders.
gowv.in from 17-02-2025 from 17-00
hrs. respactively

Sd/-
EO & BDO
Krantl Developmant Block
Kranti, Jalpalguri

TENDER

An E-Tender has been published
vide N.Le.T. No.-695 for some
works under MDW. For detail
information, bona fide contractors
are requested to see the websile
wbtenders.gov.in up to 14-30
hrs. on 08-03-2025.

Block Dev. Officer
Joynagar-1 Dev. Block
Baharu, South 24 Parganas

') EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (O]

Advertisement for 01 No. Old &
Serviceable Diesel Locomotive

for Sale

01 No. of Qld & Serviceable Diesel

Locomitives (01 no. WDSG6-1400 HP) aged
Y6 Yaars, i§ svailsblo in Dwess loco shed, P
DDA for Sabe. Inferested Organisadion may
phease contact -
Cffica of the Sr. Divisional Mechanical
Enginear/DSL Diesal loco shed, Pt
Deandayal Upadhyey Division East Central
Railway Distnct | Chandaull, Uttar Pradesh,
Emml - mgssdmadiigrmml com Mobiles No
BTO4848400

Sr, Division Mechanical Engg, (Diesel)/

ECR/PL Deen Dayal Upadhvaya

PR/02138/DDU/Mech./T/24-25/24

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

- P s, 9, SATIC/AN2802
wiee e o ey o et a9 A
que Heaem vl geian (i (b,
- ufir Yo, areee PoerfEfen and
i PuifRe oo ot §-FiEm (@
S wPe aan) B v o e Design,
Manulacture, Supply, Installation,
Testlng & Commissioning af
Microprocessof based Elecironic
Interiocking systom (with inbuilt Block
Inatrumant in El) (ROS0O Spac No
ROSO/SPMNAB2Z2018 Var 2 wilth latesi
mmsncdmand | ol BADT SADRI (nitaraiion,
indoor & cutdoos work), JALOOMA JAGIR,
CHHOTI SADR|, MARANI, NIMACH
[oubdoor work anly) ststions along with
SITC of various ndeor & outdodr
Signalling & Talecom Systems/gears
The work Includas adddion'alberation In
hia u:lla1|r|1:|| Elastranie Intarlaoking
(Kyoaan make El ) ot Badl Sadrl Statlon
[Albpralion in Exisling Kyosan maka El &
pssocinled Wdoor and ouldoor worka)
and outdoor work @ Mimach stalion in
chw Maw BG Line In Mimach-Badi Sadr
Soctlon., Tha work includes axcavabon of
trnch, laying of cablis in RGG hall round
plipas/Gl Pipa/DWCHDPEArench abe.,
casting of foundations of MALLS
signals’apparalus canan, supply-
inslallation of podnd macheses, Apparatus
casos, MACLS signale, Electes LiRing
Barriar along with Emargancy alide
Boam, Track clrowl aquigsmant (DC Track
Cireult & single MSDAC I al stalons

ards), Earining, Data loggers, ELD,
EAC 8, AFDAS, 10T based ROPMS aio
The work also inchudes Signaling and
Imlscom work for shifing of axisting BET
poars (LG Gatea, Signals and locaion
bowen, SAT cables, HASSDAC, aic) for
vl of infringemonds of S&T gowrs
poning in alignement In c'w Nivw BG Ling
in Mimaoh-Badi Sadri Sectian, The
laletom work noludes dedaign, sepply,
ingladlation, configuraticon, lesting and
commissioning (ST o Talesam indoor
and outdoor aguipmant including P-
MPLS sysiom with power supply
mrrangamant, renching, lnying, [oinding
and larmination of 4*48 fibme OFC {Two
on aach side of theo rack) cable and @
Clund cable along with provision of
panssnges amandlas and othar bslechm
works ol sintions, block seclions,
TESEPISSEP glc, inofw New BG Lina In
Mimpaeh-Badi Sadrl Section af Ajmier
Division of North Westarn Rallway, wrd

o arsperfie moie: TRA1136745 TR/

W i orm e e £14 58, TO0/ -
Date of Opening of E-tender will ba
11.03.2028. ‘Waeballe partloulars wnd
miotica board lacabisn warn complalad by
ihis office, The ebgibility criara for iho
iendar are manlionad on ha landa
document which can be downlcsdead
woal, 17022028 irom the wabniis
Tl s RE. Eo AN

K2 -DRLS
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‘General Secretaries willbe
accountableforpollresults’

Kharge'sstatementcomesinthewake of the party's performanceintherecently concluded Delhipolls

Jharkhand Govt puts
Pooja Singhal back in key
role: In a significant
bureaucratic reshuffle,
the Jharkhand govern-
ment has appointed IAS
officer Pooja Singhal as
the Secretary of the
Department of Informa-
tion Technology and e-Gov-
ernance, with the addition-
al charge of Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Jharkhand
Communication Network
Ltd. (JCN), Ranchi. The deci-
sion, taken despite legal
objections from the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED), has sparked consider-
able debate in political and
administrative circles. A
2000-batch IAS officer,
Singhal was recently rein-
stated after spending
nearly 28 months in judi-
cial custody over her
alleged involvement in the
MGNREGA (Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act) scam
in Khunti district. The ED
had arrested her in con-
nhection with a money
laundering case, accusing
her of amassing dispropor-
tionate assets through
fraudulent means. The
agency strongly opposed
her reinstatement, argu-
ing before the court that
permitting Singhal to hold
a sensitive government
position could allow her to
influence evidence and
witnesses in the ongoing
trial.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

ongress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
on Wednesday said
general secretaries
or in-charges will be account-
able for the electoral outcome
in their respective states,
and emphasized on promot-
ing people who stand with

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
MEETING OF

the party like a rock even in
adverse circumstances.

The statement of the Con-
gress chief comes in the wake
of the party's dismal per-
formance in the recently
concluded Delhi Assembly
polls. The party drew a blank
in the polls.

Chairinga meeting of the
general secretaries and in-
charges, in the presence of

GENERAL SECRETARIES AND IN-CHARGES

WEDNESDAY, 19TH FEBRUARY, 2025

@ INDIRA EHA\@ NEW num’

Leader of Oppositionin Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
party’s General Secretary in-
charge of Organisation KC
Venugopal, Kharge while
mentioning accountability
said, “All of you will be
accountable for the organi-
sation and future election
results of the states under
your charge.”

Stressing on strengthening

the party, he said, “Itis your
responsibility to make the
organisation strong from
state headquarters to booth
as soon as possible. You will
have to go to the booth your-
self for this work, work hard
and interact with the workers.
If you yourself go to the
booth, mandal, block, district
and statelevel, then youwill
be able to connectnew people

there.”

Kharge said the party
should promote people who
are committed to the ideology
of the Congress party and
stand with itlikearock even
in adverse situations.

Claiming that voter list
manipulation was happening
on alarge scale in elections,
the Congress chief said Gand-
hihad alsoraised this in Lok
Sabha.

Kharge pointed out “how
the names of Congress sup-
porters were deleted from
the voter list or the names
were removed and added in
a different polling booth.

Accusing the BJP ofadding
fresh names just before the
elections, he said, “This
rigging has to be stopped at
all costs.”

During the meeting,
among others, he also men-
tioned recent “inhuman”
deportation ofillegal Indian
immigrants from the US.

Attacking the BJP-led gov-
ernment at the Centre over
the matter, “Despite Modiji's
visit, America is sending back
Indian citizens in handcuffs
like before. Vegetarian pas-
sengers were given non-veg-
etarian food. Our government
has failed to protest properly
against this insult.”

Governmentreleases 15th
Finance Commission
grants forrural local bodies

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

The Union Government has
released 15th Finance Com-
mission Grants during Financial
Year 2024-25, for the Rural
Local Bodies of Bihar, Haryana
and Sikkim.

Bihar gets the 2nd install-
ment of Untied Grantsamount-
ing to Rs 821.8021 crore and
withheld portion of 1stinstall-
mentof Untied Grantsamount-
ing to Rs 47.9339 crore.

These funds would be
utilised for all 38 District Pan-
chayats, 530 eligible Block
Panchayats and 8052 eligible
Gram Panchayats which ful-
filled the mandatory conditions
for therelease, accordingtoa
Panchayati Raj Ministry state-
ment on Wednesday.

The Rural Local Bodies in
Haryana will get, 2nd install-
ment of Untied Grantsamount-
ing to Rs 202.4663 crore and
the withheld portion of 1st
installment of Untied Grants
amountingtoRs7.5993 crore.
These funds are for the 18 eli-
gible District Panchayats, 142

eligible Block Panchayats and
6195 eligible Gram Panchayats.

Sikkim will receive the 2nd
installment of Untied Grants
amountingtoRs6.2613 crore
during Financial Year 2024-
25. These funds are for the
foureligible District Panchayats
and 186 eligible Gram Pan-
chayats which fulfilled the
mandatory conditions for
release.

The Untied Grants will be
utilised by Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs)/ Rural Local
Bodies (RLBs) for location-
specific felt needs, under the
29 Subjects enshrined in the
Eleventh Schedule of the Con-
stitution, except for salaries
and other establishment costs.

The Tied Grants can be
used for the basic services of
sanitation and maintenance
of ODF status, and this should
include management and
treatment ofhousehold waste,
and human excreta and faecal
sludge management in par-
ticular. The grants could also
beused for supply of drinking
water, rainwater harvesting
and water recycling.

Three hardcore women Maoists killed
inencounter in Madhya Pradesh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 19 FEBRUARY

Atleast three hardcore women
Maoists were shot dead in
an encounter with security
forces while some others
managed to escape into the
forest with injuries in the
maoist-infested Balaghat dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh on

Wednesday

According to ASP Vijay
Dabar, the anti-Maoist Hawk
Force of MP Police and teams
of the local police had an
encounter with anaxal group
on Wednesday morning in
a forested area, about 90-
km away from the district
headquarters.

The officer said that the

security forces succeeded in
killing three hardcore women
Maoists.

Asperapolice statement,
‘the Hawk Force and the
police neutralized three hard-
core Maoists in an encounter
near the Ronda Forest Camp
in Supkhar Forest Range
under Garhi Police Station
area.’

‘Security forces have recov-
ered an Indian Small Arms
System (INSAS) rifle, a Self-
Loading Rifle (SLR) and a
.303rifle, and other essential
daily-use stuff from their
possession,” the statement
said.

Some maoists were injured
in the encounter but they
managed to escape taking
advantage of the dense for-
est.

Twelve police teams have
launched combing operations
to trackdown the remaining
Maoists.

Rajasthan Budget 2025-26: Welfare
and development takes centre stage

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 19 FEBRUARY

Rajasthan Deputy Chief Min-
ister Diya Kumari on Wednes-
day presented the State Budget
2025-26 in the Assembly,
aiming to address the needs
ofall sections of society while
ensuring funds for develop-
ment and good governance.

Despite a revenue deficit
of 31,009 crore and a fiscal
deficit exceeding 84,643 crore,
the Finance Minister priori-
tized infrastructure expansion
in key sectors, including
roads, water, power, urban
development, and public
amenities.

Delivering her second con-
secutive budget speech, which
lasted 2 hours and 17 minutes,
Diya Kumari announced sev-
eral welfare measures targeting
youth, women, farmers, weak-
er sections, and senior citi-

zens.

Emphasizing sustainability,
the Green Budget concept
was introduced, with an allo-
cation of 27,854 crore for
environment-friendly projects
inurban development, roads,
energy, and agriculture.

The state government has
earmarked 10 crore per
assembly constituency for
development projects, with
an additional 5 crore for
underdeveloped desert
regions.

She highlighted that the
Barmer crude oil refinery is
set to transform western
Rajasthan’s economy, with
major work nearing comple-
tion and operations expected
tocommence by March 2025.

Further, 1,000 crore has
been allocated to build infra-
structure in eight newly cre-
ated districts, strengthening

U'khand cabinet passes new land law,
will forbid outsmers to buv agrl land
t |

P R SINGH
DEHRADUN, 19 FEBRUARY

The Uttarakhand government
on Wednesday cleared the
much talked about land law
to preventnon-state natives
from buying large area and
agricultural land in the hill
state.

Although the Dhami gov-
ernment did not share the
details of the content of the
law, officials informed that
harsh provisions have been
incorporated in the proposed
land law with the aim to save
agricultural and horticulture
land of the Himalayan state.

Key provision of the land
law will be to forbid non
Uttarakhand buyers to own
agriculture and horticulture

landsin the hill areas but for
Haridwar, Udham Singh
Nagar districts. In other words
barring Haridwar and Udham
Singh Nagar the land will be
applicable in all 11 districts
of the state.

Another important pro-
vision in the land law will be
to create a protal for keeping

'Il

records of the purchasers
from outside the state. The
portal will have complete
details of all the land purchases
made by non Uttarakhand
natives. Besides these pro-
visions, the new land law,
likely to be tabled in the
house in next two days, strict
action will be taken against

Parents & daughter, returning from
Mahakumbh, killed in NH accident

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 19 FEBRUARY

A couple and their daughter
from Maharashtrareturning
from Mahakumbh in Praya-
graj were killed after their
SUVrammed into a stationary
cement truck in the Maihar

ir
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district of Madhya Pradesh
on Wednesday. Two other
family members were seri-
ously injured in the acci-
dent.

According to the police,
the accident occurred at
around 1.30 pm near Narora
village on national highway

number 30.

Maihar Kotwali police sta-
tion in-charge Animesh
Dwivedi said the deceased
were identified as Sunil Kumar
Upadhyay (62), his wife Saro-
jita Upadhyay (56) and their
daughter Sneha Upadhyay
(28).

The two injured family
members were admitted to
the Maihar district hospital
for treatment.

According to information,
the five occupants of the car
were residents of Palava near
Mumbai.

land buyers if they do not
useland purchased by them
for the intended purposes.
In addition to this permission

will notbe granted to purchase

more than 12.5 acres ofland
in the state.

Italso speaks for expediting
the consolidation and set-
tlement of agriculturallands

in the hill areas.
Uttarakhand land lawwill
also take away the power of
district magistrates to give
purchase permission and
mandatory affidavit required
for land purchases outside
the municipal area by the
people from other states.
Their land will be linked to

Aadhaar. In addition DMs

will have to regularly submit
reports as to the land pur-
chases of alllands to the Rev-
enue Council and the gov-
ernment.

More than one person in
a family will not be allowed
to buyland in the state. Vio-
lation of this provision will
lead to the purchased land
being acquired by the gov-
ernment.

administrative facilities at
the district level.

The "Clean and Green
Eco Cities" project will be
launched in 15 cities, including
Bundi, Nathdwara, Kha-
tushyamji, Mount Abu,
Bhilwara, Balotra, Bharatpur,
Bikaner, Sawai Madhopur,
Alwar, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer,
Mandawa, Kishangarh, Bhi-

wadi, and Pushkar, modeled
on the Smart Cities initiative.
An allocation of 900 crore
has been made for this proj-
ect.

To improve urban and
rural water supply, the budget
includes Urban Jal Jeevan
Mission launch and CM Jal
Yojana extension until 2028;
2 lakh new domestic water
connections under the "Har
GharJal" scheme; 425 crore
allocated for rural water
supply expansion; 1,000 tube
wells and 1,500 hand pumps
to be installed for smaller
settlements; Ramjal Setu
Eastern Rajasthan Canal Proj-
ect to be expedited, with
work worth 9,400 crore
already underway and tenders
issued for 12,000 crore more.

Key announcements in
the energy sector include
increase in free electricity
from 100 to 150 units per

month under the CM Free
Electricity Scheme, aligned
with the PM Surya Ghar Free
Power Programme; free solar
panels for eligible families,
with community solar plants
for those without rooftop
space; 5lakh domestic power
connections and 50,000 farm
connections to be released;
and the introduction of the
Rajasthan City Gas Distri-
bution Policy, targeting 1.25
lakh new piped gas connec-
tions in urban areas.
Rajasthan’sroad and metro
network will be significantly
expanded. 12,000 crore allo-
cated for road, metro, and
public transport development.
9,600 km of roads will be
built and strengthened. Jaipur
Metro Phase-2 (Sitapura to
Ambabari-Vidhyadhar Nagar)
will belaunched, with a DPR
for extension to Vaishali Nagar
and Jagatpura in progress.

India-Egypt Joint Special Forces exercise
CYCLONE-III kicksottin Rajasthan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

The third edition of the
India-Egypt Joint Special
Forces Exercise - CYCLONE-
III - is currently underway
at the Mahajan Field Firing
Range in Rajasthan. The 14-
day military drill, which
began on February 10, will
culminate on February 23.

Troops from both India
and Egypt are undergoing
intensive combat condition-
ing and tactical training to
enhance their joint opera-
tional capabilities. The Special
Forces from both nations
are showcasing exceptional
discipline, teamwork, and
adaptability, reflecting their
strong commitment to oper-
ational excellence and readi-
ness for joint missions in

challenging environments.

The exercise includes a
range of high-intensity train-
ing sessions such as Close
Quarter Battle (CQB) Drills,
Survival Techniques, Dem-
olition Training, and Combat
Medical Skills.

These drills are specifically
designed to improve the sol-
diers' responses to complex
operational scenarios, espe-
cially in desert and semi-
desert terrains. Emphasis
is placed on agility,
endurance, and precision,
ensuring that both contin-
gents operate seamlessly as
one cohesive force in real-
world combat situations.

Additionally, the exercise
offers a valuable opportunity
for Egypt’s contingent to
gain firsthand exposure to
India’s advanced defence

capabilities, showcasing the
country’s cutting-edge mil-
itary technology and weapon
systems. These collaborations
not only boost tactical pro-
ficiencybutalso strengthen
diplomatic and military ties
between the two nations.
The exercise will culmi-
nate in a rigorous 48-hour
validation phase, during
which both contingents will
conduct simulated Count-
er-Terrorism (CT) operations.
This final phase is designed
to challenge the troops'
ability to plan and execute
tactical manoeuvres under
high-pressure conditions.
The soldiers will carry out
joint tactical drills, neutralise
simulated threats, and apply
their newly acquired skills
in a realistic operational
environment.

Tiger’s homecoming: Dalma’sstray big cat to returnto Palamau

SHASHI SINGH
RANCHI, 19 FEBRUARY

In a significant move aimed
at wildlife conservation, the
Palamau Tiger Reserve (PTR)
is preparing to bring back a
tiger currently roaming the
forests of Dalma. Thereserve
authorities have sought per-
mission from the National
Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) for this ambitious
translocation, with plans to
tranquilise and safely relocate
the big cat once the green
signal is received.

Aspecial monitoring team
from PTR has been camping
in Dalma, tracking the tiger’s

movements closely. Inter-
estingly, the feline is believed
to have reached Dalma
through a natural corridor
connecting the two forested
areas. PTR’s Deputy Director,
Prajesh KantJena, confirmed
thataccording toinformation
from the Wildlife Institute
of India, the tiger originally

epaper.thestatesman.com

belongs to Palamau. “We
have requested guidelines
from the NTCA and are keep-
ing a vigilant watch on its
movement,” Jena stated.
The concern, however,
lies in Dalma’s scarcity of
natural prey. With a dearth
of deer, chital, nilgai, and
bisonin the region, the tiger

has been forced to prey on
livestock, a situation fraught
with risk, both for the animal
and the local population.
Compounding the issue is
the proximity of urban set-
tlements, raising serious con-
cerns about the big cat’s
safety. Palamau Tiger Reserve,
declared a secure habitat for
tigers, forms a critical linkin
thelargerlandscape corridor
that stretches as far as the
Satpura forests. Wildlife
experts view this translocation
asacrucial step towards pre-
serving the region’s natural
habitatand maintaining the
ecological balance.

This is not the first such

operationin theregion.Ina
recentincident, the Simlipal
Tiger Reserve in Odisha tran-
quilised and rescued a tigress
from the Jharkhand-Odisha
border, though the animal
eventually returned to the
same territory. Experts note
that tigers often establish
and traverse corridors span-
ning 400 to 500 km, making
their conservation a complex
yet essential endeavour.

As Palamau gears up for
this delicate mission, all eyes
are now on when and how
Dalma’s stray tiger will return
home, adding another chapter
to India’s ongoing story of
wildlife preservation.
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Prabhakar slams BJP:
Telangana Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar on Wednesday
defended the state govern-
ment's decision to reduce
work hours for Muslim
employees during Ramzan,
stating that similar provi-
sions have existed for the
past 25 years. Hitting out
at the BJP for politicizing
the move, he said, "When
your (BJP's) coalition gov-
ernment is in Andhra
Pradesh, a GO was issued on
February 11 that all Muslim
employees could go for
Namaz during the month of
Ramazan. This is not new; it
has been happening for the
last 25 years... We also
issued a similar order, and
now they are doing politics
over it... There should be
politics on development,
and everything should not
be about religion..." Mean-
while, BJP spokesperson
Prakash Reddy criticized
the Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh governments for
their decision to allow Mus-
lim employees to leave
work an hour early during
Ramzan, calling it an act of
appeasement. BJP
spokesperson Prakash
Reddy suggested that,
while acknowledging the
respect for the 'lftar' prac-
tice, similar consideration
should be given to Hindu
festivals, advocating for
special leave during occa-
sions like 'Ayyappa Swamy
Pooja’

Jagancriticises Andhra

govtoverfarmerdistress

Heclaimedthatfarmersare notreceiving MSP foranycrop from T TDP-led govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 19 FEBRUARY

RCP chief YS Jagan

Mohan Reddy on

Wednesday criticized

Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N Chandrababu

Naidu, alleging that the state

governmenthad abandoned

farmers to the mercy of mid-
dlemen and brokers.

He claimed that farmers
are not receiving minimum
support prices (MSP) for any
crop under the current TDP-
led coalition government.

The former chief minister

visited the Guntur Chili Yard,
one of the largest chili markets
in Asia, and interacted with
farmers. Chili farmers are
distressed as prices have
declined, making it difficult
for them to recover their

costs.

Speaking to the media,
Reddy slammed the state
government for failing to
provide MSP to farmers for
black gram, green gram,
tomato, cotton, and other
Crops.

Brushing aside the dis-
comfort caused by the pun-
gency of chili, Reddy said,

“Guntur Mirchi Yard is hardly
any distance from Chan-
drababu Naidu’s secretariat.
Farmers are not getting min-
imum support prices."

"Last year, chili prices
were between Rs 21,000 and
Rs 27,000. Today, farmers
are not able to sell even for
Rs 10,000 to Rs 11,000. That
is the plight of the farmers,"
he said.

"All the promises that
Chandrababu Naidu made,
including Rs 20,000 beyond
the PM Kisan scheme, have
proventobealie. The Rythu
Bharosa Kendras, which were

operational during our regime,
arenow dysfunctional,” added
Reddy.

Healleged, “Notonly chili,
even paddy procured earlier

was at a lower price. There

is no transparency in the
system. It has become a
broker procurement system,
and Chandrababu Naidu is
hand in glove with the brokers,
subjecting farmers to loss-
es.”

The YSRCP claimed that
under its government, a
record 16.10 lakh tonnes of
chiliwere exported, opening
up international markets and
stabilizing prices. The previous
regime had introduced invest-
ment support schemes to
reduce the financial burden
on farmers.

The administration took
steps to improve cold storage
facilities and prevent mid-
dlemen from exploiting farm-
ers. However, the areaunder
cultivation has now fallen
to 180,000 hectares from
241,000 hectares, production
has declined by 34.8 per
cent, and yield per hectare
has fallen by nearly 11 per
cent.

Rising input costs, pest
infestations, and extreme
weather conditions are among
the causes of the hardship
plaguing chili farmers.

Telangana Opposition takes cue
from Nara Lokesh’s ‘red book’

\ "<

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 19 FEBRUARY

The ‘red book’ of TDP leader
Nara Lokesh inwhichhenoted
the so-called illegal acts of
government officials during
the YSRCP regime in Andhra
Pradesh, seems to have caught
the imagination of the Oppo-
sition in Telangana as well.

Both BRS MLC Kavitha
and BJP MP Etela Rajender
have threatened to note down
the alleged irregularities of
the government officials in
their respective “pink book”
and “saffron book.”

When he wasin the Oppo-
sition, Lokesh often showed
a red diary to his audience
and declared he was noting
down all the injustice meted
out by the bureaucrats and
the irregularities they per-
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formed while carrying out
the orders of their political
masters. He had vowed ret-
ribution once TDP came to
power.

The Opposition in Telan-
gana seemed to be taking
cues from Nara Lokesh and
noting down the infractions
in the Congress regime.

BRS MLC Kavitha issued
a warning to the Congress
for indulging in political
vendetta and registering cases
against BRS leaders during
her visit to Jangaon. She said
theywere maintaininga ‘pink
book’ to document all the
misdeeds of the Congress.
She said they would retaliate
after coming to power and
ensure consequences follow
for such harassment.

BJP MP from Malkajgiri
Etela Rajender also referred

to the “Saffron book” while
issuingastern warning toIAS
and IPS officers working in
Telangana.

While campaigning for
MLCelections Etela Rajender
advised the All-India Service
officers to follow the law
instead of the orders of their
political bosses. “We are also
maintaining a Saffron book.
We are recording the names
in it. We will reveal it at the
right time with the statistics,”
said Etela Rajender.

He criticized the previous
BRSregime for destroyingthe
education system in Telangana.
He further alleged Revanth
Reddy was doing the same
thing after Congress came to
power. He said the people of
the state will teach the Congress
alessonin theupcomingMLC
elections.

KCRreturnsafterlong hiatus

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 19 FEBRUARY

Returning to the party head-
quarters after along hiatus
BRS supremo K Chan-
drasekhar Rao today
slammed the Congress gov-
ernment as a flop and said
Telangana was regressing
under currentrule. Exuding
confidence that his party
will certainly return to power
he also charted the future
course of the party in the
coming days. He claimed
byelections in the constituen-
cies where defections took
place, were imminent. The
return of the wily BRS chief
to active politics after lying
low for months was aboost
for the party cadres, par-
ticularly with local body

polls around the corner.

Rao today chaired the
meeting of the party’s exec-
utive body at the Telangana
Bhavan and more than what
he said it was his presence
at the party headquarters
that boosted the morale of
therank and file, particularly
after the dismal Assembly
and Lok Sabha election
results. The defections by
party MLAs which had shaken
the partyhave notonlybeen
arrested but Rao claimed
the defectors will face dis-
qualification and by polls
will be held in those con-
stituencies.

Plans are afoot to grandly
celebrateits 25th anniversary,
kicking offon 27 Aprilwhich
is its foundation day. The
party will hold its plenary

on 27 April followed by a
huge public meeting. The
BRSwill also begin its mem-
bership drive in April across
the districts.

Rao today announced that
with delimitation Assembly
seats will go up to 160 from
117 and promised to reserve
53 seats for the women. He
said a president for the party’s
women's wing will be appoint-
ed soon. He also promised
training for the leaders and
cadres. Upping the ante
against the Congress gov-
ernment Rao said it failed in
all sectors and the BRS would
hold an agitation every month
on key issues.

The former chief minister
also submitted his diplomatic
passport today and applied
for aregular one.

[t Hindiimpositionis compulsory, its destruction
toois compulsory: Stalin quotes Tamil poet

Ll

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 19 FEBRUARY

Keeping the heat on the Union
Government over its rigid
stand on the three-language
formula and makingit manda-
tory for the release of funds
due for Tamil Nadu under
the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan(SSA) programme,
Chief Minister MK Stalin on
Wednesday warned that if
imposition of Hindi is made
compulsory, its destruction
will become compulsory.
Quotinga poem of popular
Tamil poet Bharathidasan,
the Chief Minister made it
clear that the manipulation
to impose Hindi will never

succeed with the Tamils. Tak-
ingto 'X," he posted the poem,
written during the anti-Hindi
agitation of the late 60s.
Arough translation of the
poem reads thus: "Hindi, if
you step into the Dravidian
land of happiness, your feet

will be chopped off

Comingto hinder us, Hindi,
your manipulation will never
succeed with us

Forcing it on our youth
by making it mandatory, when
they open their mouth to
learn Tamil, the nectar, Your

destruction too is compul-
sory".

The Chief Minister's warn-
ing came a day after the ruling
DMK and its allies staged a
massive demonstration against
the Modi Government's per-
sistent attempt to thrust Hindi.
It was a swift response to the
Union Education Minister's
stand that funds for Tamil
Nadu will be released only if
the state accepted the National
Education Policy (NEP) and
its three- language formula.
Ithasinvited condemnation
fromacross the political spec-
trum barring the BJP.

Earlier, Stalin had ques-
tioned Pradhan that which
clause of the Constitution

mandates a three-language
formula and pointed out that
Hindi imposition would
undermine federalism.
Speaking at the protest,
Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin had
warned the 'fascist' BJP- led
Union Government of another
language war against Hindi
imposition. He also said, "We
are not seeking alms or
demanding your property,
butonly ourlegitimate right.."
Tamil Nadu has been fol-
lowing the two language for-
mula - mother tongue Tamil
and English. The state also
boasts of the highest Gross
Enrollment Ratio in higher
education in the country.
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LEGAL NOTICE

This to inform you that, my client, Smt. Supriya
Singharoy, wife of Santi Singharoy, sold the property
situated under Dist.: Hooghly, P.S.: Uttarpara, Mauza-
Basai, J.L. No. 2, under R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 183, L.R.
Khatian No. 104, by different deeds of sale, as the
attorney of Sri Samit Singharoy, son of Santi
Singharoy, Smt. Sanchita Chandra, wife of Amarjit
Chandra & Sarita Singha (Singharoy), wife of
Chandranath Singha,
Attorney, vide Deed No. 184 for the year 2004, regis-
tered at A.D.S.R. Serampore, Dist.: Hooghly. So, if
any person have any objection, then inform me within
fortnight from the date of publish of this notice.
Sunit Sarkar
Advocate
Serampore Court
Serampore, Hooghly
Mob.: 9433136340
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Soham
Chakraborty, son of Subrata |
Chakraborty, residence of:
141, North Station Road, |

Agarpara, Kolkata-700109, |
hereby declare that my : that to change name of my

I, SWARUPA Barua, W/o.
Subhabrata Banerjee, resid-
ing at 82, Sreerampur Road
North, Garia, Post Office:
Garia, Police Station: Patuli,

Kolkata-700084, District:
South 24 Parganas, West
i Bengal, have changed my
| name and shall henceforth
be known as Swarupa
Barua Banerjee as declared
before the Ld. First Class
Judicial Magistrate at
Alipore Court vide Affidavit
No. 12478 dated 14th
i February, 2025. Swarupa
Barua, Swarupa Banerjee
and Swarupa Barua
Banerjee are the same and
i identical person.

IC/ARMY No.
Rank-SEP,
Kumar
resident of
Para, P.S.:
Kol.-700150,
i Dist.: 24 Pgs(S), do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare

Name-Bablu
: Chakraborty,
i Baishnab
| Sonarpur,

and | spouse from Rita Roy to

Statement of Marks for | Rita Chakraborty as per affi-
| ICSE in the year 2021 and | davit (No. 12446) date 14-2-
ISC in the year 2023 from | 25 in the Court of the Ld.

Institution, : )
Panihati have been lost | Magistrate at Alipore, 24

from my custody sinceiParganas (South).

! First

Class Judicial

| Readers are request-
' E!It sfﬂtﬁmdﬂ ed to make appropri-
ate enquiries and seek appropriate advice before sending

money, incurring any expenses, acting on medical recommen-
dations or entering into any commitment in relation to any adver-

2005 gt 11 & clodk in e noon, 5] :
answar the caim. and you @ | | EquF:':{iLIri s”"ﬁ;;ﬁ':‘;{_ : | tisement published in this publication. The Statesman Group
Fy I I F E |&wd . 1 . .
g Erpm ahich :: nlend ! respective person may apply | | Al Advertls?n;ents ' doesn't vouch any claim made by the advertisers of products and
e T RIRE | before the BLALRO Bhp-l i EElills - | services. The printer, publisher, Editor and owners of The
mmmm - Hﬂ‘"'i'-;r " Jor| | Sodepur, North 24 Parganas Free of cost on our : Stat G blicat hall not be held liable f
arbonad 1o stit wil be heard and | | | With Coffoborating supporting website | Statesman royp publications s a. not be held liable for any
dﬁmrﬂf in yaur m o b ?mU&HE within one month https://epaper.thes- | consequences, in the event such claims are not honoured by the
wver under m . from loday, : . - . . . . .
court, uuada.yzdmnmmj 5 ¥ Rabin Male tatesman.com . | advertisers. For any loss incurred, the onus lies entirely with
o+ Advocate advertisers and not with the publication.
2nd Senior Ciwil Judge, Puri Barrackpur Court

Bl

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PASCHIMBANGA AGRI MAREETING
DDRPOSLATION LIMITED
SUFAL BANGLA PROJECT MANAGEMENT
IUNIT 2nd Floor, Uttarapan Clvle Cenire

kolcsts- 700 D54
sufslbangla@gmail.oom
NI No: PD/PML/SB/T8/2024-25
Deate-19.02. 2025
Motice Inviting e-Ouotations
The Project Director, Sufal Bangla on
rhalf of Paschimbanga Agri-Markating
Corporation Lid, West Bengal imvites
item rate [inclusive of all taxes)
Ouotation from the experienced and
respurceful Fabricator who are working
% a body builder of goods vehicle for
“Fabrication of Light Goods Wehlcles
LGV [Newly Purchased} (Mahindra
Supro Mink Profit Truck VX BS6.2" as per
tpecifications as detalled |n the tender
dotument o be recelved from and
deliviered 1o Sufal Bangla Project
Management Unit at Tapashl - Mallk
Krishak Daser, Singur, Dhst, Hooghly,
Wedl Bengal. Date, Time and Place of
Pre-bid meeting 1 Date J48/0: /2025
1330 M, at the Office of the
underugned, B wubmitslon closlng
date and thme- FASO2/202% at 03:00
PM. The dstall information regarding
NI s available on the website

hittps.//whienders gov.in Sd/- Project

Director, Sufal Bangha., ca- T3663T2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
#-TENDER NOTICE

TENDER 1D-2025 PHED_BOSZEL1_1 to
31 (UM Work). Electronlc Motios
Insiting Tender No._ 26 WARPHED/JEES
BD-I028-2%, Last date of Documents
downiosd fwell cloaing date (Dnline) v on
0308 3028 wpte 1300 AN, Date of
ceprenbing of techmnecal Propossls [Conline)
o D5OE.2025 at 1130 AW, Further
geEtails wall B available in owr website

ra.goin Sdjf- Executive

Engineer, Barhampore Division-i, P.H.E.
Dite. ICA- TI4BG 22028

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
brrigation & Waterways Directorate
ABRIDGED NOTICE INVITING TENDER
2024-25, Dated-17/02/2025)
Electronic submission of Bid Is Invited by
the Exscutive Englneer. Metropalltan
Dralnage Divislon No-l, Jalasampad
Bhawan, Tth floor, Salt Lake City,
Eolkats-91, I, & W, Dte. on behalf of the
Gove. of West Bengal from eligible and
resourcelul contractors having sufficlent
credential of execution of simllar nature
of works at feast 30% of 5. No.-1 of
Amount put to Tender for WEBIN/EE e-
NIT-17/EE/M.D.0.-Il of 2024-25, Detalls
of WBIW/EE/e-NIT-17/EE/M.D.D.-ll of
2004-2025 and Tender document may
be downloaded from

Office MNotice Board on and from
20U02_2025 at 10:30 hours. The date of
dowmdoed start date on and from
H.02.2025 a1 16:30 Hre. and the last
gdate of Bid submission on D803.2025 &t

16:00 Hrs. 5d/- EEfMDD-IL, | & W Dte,
=al, ICA- TI43S[3§Z025

epaper.thestatesman.com

T ENDER

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
00 the Superintending Engineer,
WD South-Western Electrical Circle,
Sahid Mangal Pandey Sarani,
Midnapur-T721101
Notice Inviting #-Ouotation
M- WBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIOT2/2024-25
Tender iD; 3035 _WEPWD _816601_1
Legr date ol submission of bid :-
2502 1175 upto 14:30 Hrs. Name Of
Work: Servicing & Owverhauling of
thectrical Sub-Station of Midnapore
Medical College wnder Medinipur
Medical college Electrical Sub-Division,
PWD. Furthar detalls can be seen inthe
above mentioned office during working
hours or in Dfficial Website:
wanwl. pwdwh.ponin For all details and
online tender submission Wigit
hitpss/fwhtenders.gov.in  5d/-5.DAS,
SE SWEL, PWIMe ICa: TIROTYI) 2028

GOVERNMENT DF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tendar i ited by The EssCulive
Enginesr, Mechanical Electrics! Division
Barhampore PH.E. Die wide Bel No.
WAPHED/EE/MAEDB MNin(l-81 OF 2024
i85 and Tender 1 D

4025 PHED BOB157_1to 13 for Bectro-
Mechanical Works Tor Jal Hean Mistion
in different W,/S. Scheme. Lavl date Tor
Submission ol Technikcal andd Financisl
Blidd [online) | 30022085 upto 300 P4
Dated of Opening technicsl propossl
[online] : 24.02.3025 after 3:00 P& NE
All athers af the above Niell will remain
unchanged, Al dotails con be seen Hrom
tha wabaite, itpy fwhtenders.govin &
wrw whphed.govin A TISRIRER

Natice Inviting E-Tender
MNIT NO. H5TMT-114-2025/KITS/
2025/340, Dated : 17-02-2025%

E-TENDER FOR PROCUREMENT OF
SOME KITS, CHEMICALS B REAGENTS
FOR TWD YEARS FROM THE DATE OF
AWARD OF CONTRACT (ACC) AND
ITS EXTENSION, IF REQUIRED s
invited from the Rldders. Inferested
biddors may wizit the webiite
"heips://whienders gov.in"or
"wwwralowhbhesith govin®™ for further
detalls. Bid submission start date
{onling):2&-02-2025 Bld submission

BIRBHUM ZILLA PARISHAL
FUTRL EIRRHTM.
fu

Lemdier Mopdice Mo BHM-N-4- 2074 12
Meme me -3 1031 TP De-1Ra220038
Daldine Temder [D-2025 FLPHD 816529
Maddeions] Executrve Offionr, Birbbnum Zills
Parmbad tmviles & Teodes fof 09 (BN ) B0 ol
woris. Detazled informabon including
dewnlcadmy and aplosdmg time are
svmilshle fromm the webanie
o, Wi engeer oy’ o
Sd/- Addstsanal Execwutive Crficer,

Bahheurs Fills Pagiabsad
Slleme Wo-1 |1V lalndvplis, [wled]. |00 2078

BIRBHUM FILLA PARISHAD
SUTRI, BIREHTUM.
Abridged Natice Inviting « Temder
Limdex Metice Mo, BEDHL- 65190415

Miemo noc- 4003 1 AZP De- 180020
Umlioe Temider ID-2025 E£FHD 8163715
Audiditonal Exscutive Officer, Bubdum Z:ils
Parishad mviles & Tembsn for @5 (Free) oo of
warks Detadled mformation inchuding
downloading and wplosiding tene are
wvnilabie from the websiie
wWiw Wi enders gy, in
Bd/- Addsivonnl Exscuzive Cifficer,
Birbbum Zilla Parnbad
Wl Mo- VIV Tl el T, Dhatsed] - | R0 700001

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
FWROADS] TENDER NOTICE

EE, Cob Hwy Divn, PW. (Roads) Die,
Evites poline e-tendar for the work of —
1} Emergent potholes Repairing of
Kskina rosd from 18,00 jom e 20,00 km
jin s=tretches] wnder Cooch Behar
Highwiay Diviiabn in the distreet of Cooch
Behar duting 2024-Z5. (Ind Cal). MNIT
Ko 13 |E} 2nd Call of 2024-25, [5] Na.1)
Estbmaded Amount: Bi. 2514 39848
Tender ID: 2025 SH_B16762_1. Rid
rabmiision Start date (enling)
11/0XF2025 Tram S:00A. M., Bid
wubmittion cloting date |jonline)
OFFfOAFI0RE wuwp ta DGEOD P.M
Corfigendem il any will be published in
welnie oaly. Detads of NIT and Tender
docurmenia may be downlasded from ;
hitpa://whitendars.gov.in
7 Eepcutive Dngmnesr, Cooch Rehar
Faghnaay Dhvesinm, Coodh Bl

ICA: TIFR4KZ0TH

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE

Emcutive Engingar-l, PW.Dte,, Cantral
Eplkata Heafth Ehectrical Division, P-12,
CAT Road (15t Fiood), Kolkate- 14 mvites
e-tender (online] for the wark of
11) Clecirical repairing and renosation
weork @i Pedistric Medicine Deparimeni
of the purpose of MUSLIUAN a8 Calcutia
Matong] Medical Collepe, Kolkata, vide
e-tendear no. WAPWD /LI

EEHED/aNIT117/24-25%,. Tender |
202% WAPWD _R1GESS 1. Bid
subemiilssion end date |onlne) for the job
W OSMYI2S wplo 2.00 PM, Detall
formation/downlosd fupload will be
available from the wiebilte

hitp f i etender.wh. nic.in,

clasing date ‘ﬂhlll‘lel 17-03-2025%
Bid opening date [online): :’;i;*i"?{ jﬂ“-é.-gl: :I.:,n" L.Tnfaﬁf HI;lef
17-03-2025% Executive Engineer, Central Kolkata
Sdf- D.0.H.5. (E&S), WH Haalth Elpctrical Dinvisepn, PW.Die
IcA- Tasasmees | | ICA- TREET{I02E
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL | GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
TENDER NOTICE e-TENDER NOTICE

NIT Mo. 196/STBT-15/1/
2023-WASE [Notice No. 12)
e-Tenders {2nd Call] are imvited by the
Administrative Offlcer, West Bengal
State Coundl of Science & Technology,
Dept. of Sclence & Technology and
Bigtechnology, Go WA, for “Supply and
installation of DM Water Treaiment
Plant of 1000 KLD capacity af Kolksts
Biotech Park including 3 years CAMCT,
fram the reliable bonafide resourceful
suppliers. Details avallable a1 the
website: https://whtenders gov.in/
htips://etender.wh.nicin Publishing
date: 19.02.2025. Last Date of
submission of e=bender: 05032075 at
14:00 Hrs. 5df- Administrative Offices,
WRSCST, ICA- TS IVIETS

e-Tender & invited by The Executive
Engineer, Mechanical Electrical Division
Berhampore PHE. Dte vide Ref Mo
WEPHED/EE/MEDR/NIe(-43 OF 2024-
1% and Tender 1D;
1015 PHED B1115%4 1 to B Electro-
meChanical works for Jal livan Mistion in
different WS Scheme. Last date for
Submittlon of Technical snd Financlal
Bid |onkne] : 27.02.32025% upto 10:00
AM., Dated of Opening technical
propotal jonbne) : 03032025 alfter
1100 AWM. KB ; All others of the above
MileQ will rermgin unchanged, All details
can be seen Trom the website
hitp://whtenders.gov.in &
wiwrw whphed govcin ica. TaeRy 0I5

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD ¢-TENDER CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

Ist Corrigendum against NieT No
WEBPWD/EESHCD/eNIT(Item Ratel-
Ui_."l-l'.li‘-i 25 of Ewecutive Engineer,
POWALER, Howrah Construction Divislon.
1) Nama of Work:- Engagement of
Security Personngl an puraly tEmporany
batis for 3 Hours (Round the Clock)
guarding at Howrah Construction Sub-
Division-| & 1l and OFice of the Exsecutive
Emgineer, Howerah Comulreet o Dirvishen,
PW.D, 2- MG Road, Howrah-F11103
Tender 1D 2025 WEBPWD_B1l464 1
Bild Submilssion end date extended wp 1o
3,00 P06, of 01.03.2025%. Detalls will be
avallable from the webaite
bt whtende s govin and notice
board of thit affice an all working days
within office howurs., 54/ Esecutive
Enginaer, PW.0,, Howrah Construction

Divislon A TIAIN AN TOTE

RIREHUN ZILLA PARISFAD
SURL, MIRBHN.

Abriiged Netlce Lyvitiag « [ cder

Lemsdsr Mulloe Ho, M- 584 230413
Mo no - %0873 1NEEP. D - 18022074
Uhmline Temder [D-2028 AFHD B1&532
Aklptbomal Bnecutive Ofliosy, Bisbbusn Sills
Parmlsd mvite 8- Temders foe 11 (Eleven) mx
alf worlks. Detailed micrmalon mebudng
dewmloading snd aplosding nmme s
avaclebls Bom the webails
PRI |'.'.'-!-__-||_-;:'.-_'r. gony.in
Bl Auddainonal Execwtive Oifficer,

Biirbbum Zills Parisbad
bfemo Mo 101V Inlsba i By, Daisd] - 120270008

Tender

E-Tender being invited by
PBSSM,  Howrah  for
procurement of IT
Equipments. Details available
in https://wbtenders.gov.in
& https://howrah.gov.in with
ID
2025_DSE_B814972_1,
2025 DSE 815137 1 &
2025 DSE 815339 1.
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CM Omar warns of worsening

water crisis across J&K

Jammu &Kashmirresidents cannottake water forgranted, hewroteonX

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 19 FEBRUARY

nticipatingadraught-

like situation in

Jammu and Kashmir

uetonegligiblerain

and snow this winter, Chief

Minister Omar Abdullah on

Wednesdaywarned of awors-

eningwater crisis in the Union

Territory (UT) and called for

collective efforts to tackle the
alarming situation.

“J&Kresidents cannot take
water for granted,” he wrote
on X.

Omar’s concernhascome
after reports of many natural
springs and waterbodies drying
up across the UT. This has
resulted in a severe drinking
water crisis in many areas of
the Kashmir valley and also
the Jammu region.

The Chief Minister wrote
onX: “J&Kisstaringatawater
crisis thisyear. It'snotarecent
phenomenon, actually it’s
been building up for a few
years now. While the govern-
ment will have to adopt a

i

more proactive approach for
water management & con-
servation, it can’t just be a
government centric approach.
All of us residents of J&K will
have to change the way we
take water for granted. I'll be
reviewing the measures the
Jal Shakti (PHE) Deptintends
to take to deal with the devel-
opingcrisis &I'll also be talking

to the people of J&K over the
next few months about what
we can do collectively”.

The prolonged dry spell
has not only dried up water
bodies but has also triggered
forest fires in several areas.

Duetoinsufficient snowfall
on the ski-slopes of Gulmarg,
the government was forced
to postpone the Kashmir edi-

tion of the Khelo India Winter
Games.

The meteorological depart-
menthas predicted a possibility
of drought in the Kashmir
valley due to adry winter and
about 80% precipitation deficit
inJanuaryand February. The
river bed of Jhelum was visible
at many places in Kashmir.

Several natural water springs

in South Kashmir, which flow
into thelakes and rivers flowing
across thevalley, have already
dried up.

Lowwater dischargein the
Chenabriver, which is other-
wise known to be one of the
most turbulent rivers in the
world, is likely to hit power
generation as most hydro-
electric projectswerelocated
on this river. It will also hit
drinkingwater supplyin atleast
six districts of the Jammu
region.

Protests by residents of
villages affected due to drinking
water shortage have already
started particularly in South
Kashmir. The Achhabal water
springhasdried up. The spring
and the Aripath rivulet are
the source of drinking water
to atleast a dozen villages.
The Aripal spring has also
reportedly dried up.

Minister for Jal Shakti,
Javed Ahmed Rana, has
announced that “Wewill pro-
vide free of cost water through
tankers to areas of Jammu
which are facing shortage”.

Indianow aleaderininnovations
inmultiple sectors: Jitendra Singh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

Indiaisnolongerjustafollower
but is now setting global
benchmarks, offering lead-
ership and pioneering inno-
vations across sectors, Union
Minister Jitendra Singh said
on Wednesday.

Atafunction here, he high-
lighted the remarkable
advancementsIndiahasmade
in recent years, in the fields
of space, biotechnology, and
nuclear energy etc, positioning
itself as a key player on the
world stage.

Dr.Jitendra Singh pointed
out that India’s space sector
has witnessed an unprece-
dented transformation, with
asurgeinambitious missions
and international collabora-

tions. The Space Docking
Experiment (SpaDeX) is a tes-
tamentto India’s technological
progress, paving the way for
future space missions, includ-
ing Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan-
4, and the Bhartiya Antriksh
Station, India’s upcoming
international space station.
India has also emerged as
a preferred destination for
satellite launches, earning
global credibility. The nation
has successfullylaunched 433
foreign satellites, of which
396 were deployed in the last
decadealone, generating $157
million and 260 million in
revenue from 2014-2023.
The historic success of
Chandrayaan-3, which made
India the first country toland
near the Moon’s south pole,
has positioned ISRO at the

forefront oflunar exploration.
The world’s leading space
agencies, including NASA, are
now awaiting India’s findings
from the Moon’s southern
pole, amilestone thatunder-
scores thenation’srisingdom-
inance in space research.

The minister also high-
lighted India’s pioneeringrole
in biotechnology and bioe-
conomy. India became the
first country to develop a
DNA-based COVID-19vaccine,
demonstratingitsleadership
invaccineresearch and devel-
opment. Furthermore, India
has introduced the first her-
pesvirus vaccine for cervical
cancer, reinforcing its position
asaleaderin preventive health-
care.

India’s bioeconomy has
surged from $10 billion in
2014 to nearly $140 billion
today, with projections to
reach $250billion in the coming
years. The number ofbiotech
startups has skyrocketed from
just50in 2014 to nearly 9,000
today, making India a global
hub for biotech innovation.
In bio-manufacturing, India
now ranks third in the Asia-
Pacificregion and 12th globally,
with its influence expanding
rapidly.

Uttarakhand Assembly takes to digital e-Vidhan
Sabha, MLAsface challenge to operate tablets

PR SINGH
DEHRADUN, 19 FEBRUARY

The Uttarakhand state Assem-
bly's move to go digital has
apparently not gone down
well with the legislators as
they are unable to use their
tablets beyond logging in.
The Assembly Speaker had
toorganise a special training
session for them to operate
the tablets set up at their
desks.

The Uttarakhand legis-
lature for the first time took
to ‘e-Vidhan Sabha’ under
the National e-Vidhan Appli-
cation (e-NeVA) begining
withits budgetsession 2025
on 18 February.

However the e-Vidhan
Sabha has emerged as big
challenge for the MLAs.
Tablets mounted at their
desks in the House have

Seeing the inability of the state legislators to
explore digital services through e-Vidhan Sabha,
Speaker Ritu Khanduri had to intervene to help
them learn. Khanduri asked the Assembly secre-
tariat to depute two Information Technology
Development Agency (ITDA) officials to assist
and teach the MLAs how to operat the tablets
and use the e-Vidhan Sabha Portal smoothly

become too difficulta puzzle
to be used by them.

More than 50 MLAs of
the 70-member state Assem-
bly could not even browse
through these gadgets beyond
logging in. On Day One,
MLAs found it too difficult
toread the governor's address
online on their tablets and
preferred toleaf through the
booklet provided to them.

It's significant that the
MLAs attempted once or
twice to open the tablets

and watch the governor's
address online but found it
too difficult to do so. As a
result they gave up their
efforts and read the governor's
speech through the hard
copy kept at their desks.
Seeing the inability of the
state legislators to explore
digital services through e-
Vidhan Sabha, the Speaker
RituKhandurihad to intervene
to help them learn.
Khanduri asked the assem-
bly officials to depute two

Information Technology
Development Agency (ITDA)
officials to assist and teach
the MLAs how to operat the
tablets and use e-Vidhan
Sabha Portal smoothly.

Later, Ritu Khanduri said:
"e-Vidhan Sabha in Uttarak-
hand Assemblyhasjustbegan.
It'snot possible to make ses-
sion paperless completely.
Aonehour training program
has been arranged every
morning to impart lessons
as e-Vidhan application for
the MLAs at the assembly
campus.”

The Speaker added:
“Presently only the day's busi-
ness agenda and questions
to be taken up in the house
are being made available on
their tablets. The digital process
will bring transparency along
withimprovementin the par-
liamentary functioning.”

;i*"'.

fi=s been added as vacanoy:

MORTH EASTERN INDIRA GANDHI REGIOMAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH & MEDICAL SCIENCES
Director's Block, Mawdiangdiang, Shillong
[An Autonomous institute under Ministry of Health & Family Wellare, Government of india)
F.Mo ESTJI-RFACOFSELA2004-Estil
ADDENDUM TO ROLLING ADVERTISEMENT FOR FACULTY POSTS
NO. EST-I-RFACOFSELM/Z004-ESTT.I DATED 21-11-2024
in continuation o InsEute’s Roling Advertisemant for ecruitment of faodty posts dated 21-11-2024, the folioswing IScully posts

Dated: 28th Janvary, 2025

s | Departmants No. of posts

Mo, l Profesaar Associate Professor Assistant Professor
i [ Obrstetrics & Gynaecology 1 .

2 | Pharmacology i LR

3 | eneral Surgery 1 LK
liudl af Recrultmant

Sl No. | Post

| Professor, Obtabelrics & Gynascology Deputatcn | adsorphon bagis

| Agsociale Professcr, Pharmacology Direcd recrulimant failing wihich by

| Assistant Profasss Claserml 54.|r|;|iur,' Daputathosr [ abmorpbon Daais

2024

CBC 17118 20024 25

For lurthar detalls regarding prescribed applcation form, application fee, pay acale, age, reservaion, relasation, sasential gual
fication, expenence sic. is as per Rdlling Advertisement No. EST-IFRFACOFSELMZ004-EstLll deted 21-11-2034 avallable on
SE IGH|FRES waalals hl‘lﬂ:ﬂ'l‘ﬂhﬂ"l‘ﬂl.wﬂill‘l The oifar e & condibons shall be &5 Des Holing Advarissment daled 21-11

Al the applicants are advissd 10 keed vislting NEMGRIHMS, Shillong websis on regulsd bases for any further updates
The last date for submission of appleation 5 188h March, 2025 tll 5-30 p.m.

Srli=
Director. NEIGRIHMS

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photagraph of Poonam Das,
Father's Name - Yishnu Shankar
Pandey, of A/14, Ramkrishna Park,
PO- Sodepur, P5- Ghala, Near Bhuter
RAja Dile Bor Resturant, North 24
Parganas, who has been missing
since 03.10.2024 at about 12.00 hrs.
from Residence Under Ghola PS |
Qescription of this missing person i3
: Age-11 Years, Complexion- Skallow,
Height- 5 Feet, Language- Bengall
Flease Contact Officer in Charge,
Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.0D., West
EenEal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120

ICA- D329(3)/2025

U gden vor
NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY
E e adi ) i1 AR B ST

National Testing Agency

MNational Tesling Agency (NTA) invites eligible and expenenced

service providers lo submit their Expression of Interest (EOI)

for providing various exam-related sarvices. The brief scope of

sanvices includes, but is not limited to, the following

1. CCTV Surveillance: Instaliation, monitoring, and manage-
ment of CCTV cameras al exam centres for secure and
transparent examination processes,

2. Biometric Capturing: Deployment of manpower lo capture
biomeftrics data of the candidates for candidate identification
and verification.

3. Frisking & Crowd Management: Ensuring safety and order
during exam ewvents through professional frisking and
effective crowd management.

For further details, wisit tender section of NTA website e
https:/inta.ac.inTendar

CBC 21354/12/0008/2425

@

Sd/- Joint Director

NOTICE

This is to inform that Tahid Alam
proprietor of M/S Rellance Stone
Product has been accorded The
Environment Clearance from the
WBSEIAA for his proposed
Darbardanga sand block, with
production capacity 1st year
57,710 m3 & 2nd to 5th year
43,167.08 m3/Year, at
Darbardanga, P.5- Jamuria, Dist.-

Paschim Bardhaman, West
Bengal. EC Identification Mo.
EC24C0107WB5266109N dated
11.09.2024. The copy of said
clearance is available with the
Parivesh Portal of MOEF&CC.

NOTICE

This is to inform that Rajkishore
Yadav proprietor of Modern
Industrial Infrastructure Private
Limited has been accorded The
Environment Clearance from the
WBSEIAA for his proposed
Telenda sand block, with
production capacity 1st year
1,02,600 m3 & 2nd to 5th year
75,308.4 m3/Year, at Telenda, PS-
Mejhia, Dist.- Bankura, West
Bengal. EC Identification No.
EC24B0107WB5958252N dated
05.02.2025. The copy of said
clearance is available with the
Parivesh Portal of MOEF&CC.

INFORMATION WANTED

This is tha photograph of Tinku Das,
Father's Name- Pran Krishna Das of
Satin Sen Road, Ramkrishnapur, FO-
Natagarh, PS- Ghala, PIN- 700113, dist-
14 Parganas (Narth), West Bengal wha
hat been missing since 17.01.2025, at
about 04.15 hrs, from his residential
area, Description of this missing person
is ; Age- 19 Years, Complexion-Fair
Height- 5 Feet, § Inch, Language-
Bengali, Wearing- Blue jaans pant and
gray colour Jacket. Please Contact
Qfficer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.[.D., West Bengal, Bhabani
Bhaban, Kolkata- 700027, Ph. No.-033-
2450-6120,

INFORMATION WANTED

This 5 the phatagraph of Anup Dey, @ Pintu,
Father's Name- L. Debendra Chandra Dey

of 49719, Kankpul, PO- Kankpul, P5-
Ashoknagar, WEB., who has been missing
gince 18.01.2025 at about 13.00 krs. from
Residential area, Descripbion of this missng
persan is ; Age-38 Years, Complexion-Far,
Height- 5 Feet, 5 Inch, Language-Bengall,
Wearing- White and Blue coloured T shirt
and Black colour Barmuda . Identifiaction
Mark/ Nature- Menkal imbalance. Please
Contact Officer In Change, Missing Persons
Bureay, C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani
Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph. No.-033-
24506120,

INFORMATION WANTED

This & the photagraph of Basudev Sanpui, §
Basudey, Father's Name- Sudhanna Sangul of
Vill Kadarat, Narendrapur St, P.O Ramkrishna
Fally, P5- Nerendrapur, Dist- South 24
Parganas, who has been missing since
23.01.2025 at about 10.20 hrs.  from
Residence under Narendrapur PS5, Desorption
of this missing person Is | Age-T5 Years,
Complexion-Snyamia, Height- 5 Fest. 3 Inch
Language-Bengal, g Yeliow colowr
check full shirt & Meroon colour facket with
Blue Pant & Green colurshoe. Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons Bureay,
C.LD., West Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkatz-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This s the photograph of Sidhika Gupta,
@ Basudev, Fl[i!f'! Name - Lt. Subash
Prasad Gupta, of 110, P.B.Ghar Road
P.O. Kamarhati, PS- Kharda, Dist- North
24 Parganas, who hag been missing
since 08.09.2023 at about 09,30 hrs.
from Residence Under Kharda PS ,
Description of this missing person (3
Age-14 Years, Complexion-Falr, Height-
§ Feet, Language- Hindi, Wearing -
Black colourtop B jeans, Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani
Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph, No,-033-
2450-5120.

Form No. 3
(Sea Ragulation 15 (1)(a))18(3)

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL KOLKATA (DRT 3)

Bth Floor, Jeevan Sudha Building. 42-C. Jawahar Lal Nehru Road, Kolkata-70007 1
Case No.: TA/G5&/2014
Summons under sub-section [4) of section 19 of the Acl, read with sub-rule [2A) of
rule 5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal [Procedure) Rules, 18583,
Exh. No.: 4707

BANK OF BARODA vs PIJUSH KUMAR KANODIA AND ORS

Ta
(1) RAJNB SARKAR, 275, DAXSHIN DUMDUM, KOLKATA, NORTH TWENTY FOUR
PARGAMNAS, WEST BENGAL-TO00T
SUMMOMNS

WHEREAS, TAGS8/2014 was listed before Honble Prasiding Officer/Regisirar on
D107 024
WHEREAS this Honble Tribunal |s pleased to Issus summons’ notice on the sald
Application under saction 18(4) of the Act, (DA) fled sgasnst you lor ecovery of debls of
Rs 54 48 880/- (applicabon along with coplas of documants #1c. anna sed)
In accordance with sub-sechon(4) of section 19 of the Act, you, the defendants are
direched 83 under-
1y b show cause withen thirty daye of the sarwce of summons a8 to why rebef prayed lor
should not be grantad,
(i} o discloss particulars of proparties of auessts othar then proparies and assots
spacilied by the applican] under senal numbar 2A o the orginal application,
{iify you are restrainad from dealing with or disposing of secured assats or such othar
assels and properies dsciosed under seral number 3A of the onginel application,
panding haaring and disposal of the application for altachment of properties;
(v} you shall nol fransfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, excapl in the ordinary course
ol his businass any ol the agsels ovar which sacunty inlaras! & craalad and! or athar
gasels and properties specifed or disclosad under serial number 34 of the onginal
applicabon withoud the pnor approval of the Trbunal;
(v} you shall be liable fo account for the sale procesds realised by sale of sacured assats
or ofher assels and properiies in the ordinery course of business and deposit such sale
proceads in the accoun! maintained with the bank or financial institutions holding security
interest over such asseis
You are alzo directed te file e wrillen stalerment with a copy thereal furnished o the
applicant and to appear before Registrar on 04/09/2024 at 10:304.M. failing which the
epplication shall be heard and decided in your absence
Ghvan under my hand and the seal of thes Tribunal on this date: 06/08/2024

Signature of the Officer Authorised to issue summons.

Registrar-ln-Charge

NEXT DATE 09.04.2025 Kolkata Debts Recovery Tribunal-3

SELECTION & ENGAGEMENT OF
SENIOR RESIDENT DOCTORS

Applications are invited from eligible candidales for a "WALK-
IN-INTERVIEW' on 10.03.2025 (Monday) at 11 a.m. at VIP
Room of Medical Direclor's office, Central Hospital, South Eastem
Rallway, 11, Garden Reach Road, Kolkata-700043 for selection
and engagemaent of 06 (Six) post of Senior Resident Doctor
(General Medicine-02, Plastic Surgery-02, General Surgery
-01, G&0-01=0€). Detailed advertisement with terms & conditions,
forrat of application form, enclosures elc. are available on South
Eastern Railway websilte (www.ser.indianrailways.gov.in under
head Department Medical). Other terms & conditions are as
follows: 1. Educational qualification: Post Graduate Degree/DIW/
McH/DNB or Diploma in the concemed spediality, from University
recognized by State/Central Govt. If such candidate are not
available in particular speciality, then without PG gqualifications
but having at least three years expenience after MBBS out of
which one year Junior Residency in Government Hospital or MCI
recognized private hospital in the concerned speciality can be
considered for a penod of one year only subject to the condition
that fresh selection process has to be done by end of one year.
Extension for another year will be allowed to these MBBS doctor
with three year expenience if again no candidate with Diploma/PG/
DNB/DM/applies. The total period of such extension will be limited
to three years of total senior residency as in senior residence
schemea. *(See further details in website). 2. Age limit: Not more
than 37 years on the date of application and may be extended
up 1o 45 years if no suilable candidales available & relaxation
up to 5 years for SC/ST candidates. 3. Tenure: The contract of
appointment will be for one year which is renewable up o a
maximum period of three years, subject to renewal/exlension
avery year. 4. Emeluments: According to Tth CPC pay level 11
and other allowances as admissible for senior residency scheme
under Ministry of Railways. §. The candidates are required to
bring the filled-in application form and all original documents,
meantionad in the websita, along with a sal of atlested photocoples
while appearing for the Walk-in-Interview.

(PR-1151) Medical Director, Central Hospital, Garden Reach
.@ south Eastern Rallway

This is the photograph of Samir Samadder
Chowdhury, Father's Name- Late Nikhil
Ranjan Samadder Chowdhury of 306/4,
Aghoknagar, PO4PS= Ashoknagar Dist-24
parganas (North), West Bengal, who has
been missing since 22.12.2024, at about
14.00 hrs, from Residential area, Description
of this missing person is : Age-66 Years,
Complexion-Shyamia, Height- 5 Feet, 5 Inch,
Language-Bengal, Wearing- Chocolate
colour full pant & Ghee colour Sweater,
Identification Mark/ Nature- Thers is a mole
o the et chesk under the ave. Plaase Contact
Qfficer in Charge, Missing Persons Bureau,
C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban,
Kolkata-TDDO2T . Ph. No.-033-2450-8120.

This is the phatograph of Bijoy Sutradhar,
Father's Name- late Mahadeb Sutradhar
of Pratapnagar Puja Mandap, PO-
Katagarh, PS- Ghola, Dist- Morth 24
F'irzlmn. who has been missing since
D8.01.2025, at about 09.30 hrs, fram
Residence Under Ghola PS, Description
of this missing person is : Age-63 Years,
Complexion-Shyamla, Height- 5 Feet, 9
Inch, Language-Bengall, Wearing- White
blue Shirt & Lungi. Please Contact Officer
In Charge, Missing Persens Bureau,
C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban,
Kolkats-700027 Ph. MNo.-033-2450-
6120,

ICA-D325(3)/2025 ICA- D 326(3)/2025 ICA- D327(3)/2025 ICA- D328(3)/2025
INFORMATION WANTED INFORMATION WANTED INFORMATION WANTED INFORMATION WANTED
—,

'

This is the photograph af Argha
Bhim:hﬂ?‘e&, @ Gamla, Father's Name-
Chandan Bhattacharjee of Vill- Fultala
Sachi Dakhinat Apartment, PO- Fultala,
PS- Baruipur, South 24 Parganas, whe
has besn missing since 08.11,2024 , from
Residence Under Baruipur PS5,
Description of this missing parson is
Age-33 Years, Complexion-Fair, Height-
5 Feet,5 Inch, Language-Bengali,
Wearing- Shirt & Pant, Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani
Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph, No.-033-
2450-6120.

This is the photograph of Kartick G,
Father's Name- Nishikanta Giri of Vi
Manikdip, P5- Khanakul, Dist- Hooghly, wha
has been missing since 21.11.2024 at
about 16.00 hrs. from his rented house
Rajhaki, PS- Khanakul Description of thiz
missing person is : Age-24 Years,
Complexion-Shyamia, Height- 5 Feei 2
Inch, Language-Bengali, Weanng- Green
Colour T-shirt & Jeans . Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persens
Bureau, C.I.D., West Bengal, Bhabani
Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph. Ne.-
033-2450-6120.

ICA- D324 (3)/2025

ICA-D323(3)/2025

ICA-D322(3)/2025

ICA- D321(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

i

"‘I

This is the photagraph of Arsana Khatun,
Father's Name - Azad Molla | of Narayani
Rajarampur, PO- Kodalia Sibpur PS- Falta,
Dist- Diamond Harbour Police District who
Fas been missing since 04.07.2024 at about
10.00 hrs. from Residence, Narayani
Rajarampur, PO- Kodalia Sibpur P5- Falta,
Dist- Diamond Harbour Police Distrct |
Description of this missing person is : Age-
16 Yaars, Complexion-Falr, *HEH:-S Feet,
Wearing - Sky colour Churidar, Please
Contact Officer s Charge, Missing Persans

INFORMATION WANTED

y

This is the photograph of Mosammat
Ayesha Khatun, Father's Namae -
Mohabbat Ali Sk , of Vill Kadipur, PS-
Kalna, Digk- Purba Bardhaman, who
has bean missing since 07, 10.2024
atabout 17.10 hrs. from Residence
under Kalna P5 , Description of this
missing person is : Age-17 Years,
Complexion-Fair, Height- & Feet, 2
Inch, Language - Bengali, Wearing -
Green Salwar & Green Pant. Please
Contact Officer in Charge, Missing

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the phatograph of Achinta Das,
Father's Name- Ashim Das of \ill Baksi, PS-
Bagnan, Dist- Howrah, who has been
missing since 03.11.2024 at about
16.30 hrs. from Hauli Bagan under
Panchla PS5, Description of this missing
persen is | Age-17 VYears,
Complexion-Cark, Height- 5 Feet,d
Inch, Language-Bengali, Wearing- Ful
pant & half sleev T-shirt . Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.D,, West Een?ar,ﬂhaham

Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal, Bhabani | | Persons Bureaw, C.1.0., West Bengal, | | Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph, Ma.-| | Persons Bureau, C.[.D., West Bengal,

Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph. No.-033- | | Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph. | | 033-2450-6120, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph

£450-61 20 Neo.-033-2450-6120, f_'_lFl_:E!_EI]_-NSU-ﬁ_l!D
ICA-D317(3)/2025 ICA- D318(3)/2025 ICA-D319(3)/2025 ICA- D320(3)/2025

This is the phutnirlph af Archana Jha,
@ Babita Debi, Father's Name - Paban
Kumar Jha , of Rania Sukanta Kanan,
PO+ Boral, P5- Narendrapur dist- 24
Parganas [South) who has been missing
since 29.06.2024 at about 0B8.00 hrs
from Residential area , Description of
this missing persan is : Age-35 Years
Complexion-Fair, Height- & Feet,
Language- Kindl, Wearing - Red colowr
Shares & Reb Colour Blouse, Please
Contact Cfficer In Charge, Missing

epaper.thestatesman.com
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Silver Dividend

ndia stands at a demographic crossroads. While much

attention has been given to its youthful population,

the country is also witnessing a significant rise in its
elderly demographic. By 2031, over 13 per cent of India's
population will be aged 60 and above. This shift presents
both a challenge and an opportunity. If harnessed effec-
tively, India’s aging workforce could become a powerful
economic asset ~ a “silver dividend.” Unfortunately, cur-
rent policies and labour market structures have yet to
fully tap into this potential. Despite increasing life exp-
ectancy and improving health conditions, labour force
participation among India’s elderly remains low. Accord-
ing to recent surveys, only about a quarter of people aged
65 and above are part of the workforce, with stark differ-
ences between rural and urban areas. In rural India, lab-
our force participation among the elderly has risen, more
due to necessity than choice. Many older adults in villages
continue working in agriculture, construction, or informal
service jobs to supplement meagre pensions or inadeq-
uate social security benefits. Women, in particular, have
seen a notable rise in workforce participation, often driv-
en by economic compulsion. Conversely, in urban areas,
elderly workforce participation has stagnated. Retirees
from the formal sector often find themselves excluded
from re-employment opportunities, despite possessing
valuable skills and experience. Unlike developed econo-
mies that have structured programmes to reintegrate old-
er professionals into the workforce, India lacks systemic
efforts to facilitate second careers for its aging population.
Several countries have successfully leveraged their aging
workforce through innovative policies. Japan, for instan-
ce, has established Senior Human Resource Centres, offe-
ring part-time and flexible job opportunities for retirees
in sectors like administration, maintenance, and commu-
nity services. The United States has developed encore
career programmes, which enable retirees to take up ad-
visory or mentorship roles. European nations like Germa-
ny and Sweden have flexible retirement policies, allowing
older individuals to extend their working lives voluntarily.
India can learn from these models and tailor solutions to
its own socio-economic realities. For instance, retired
professionals from sectors like defence, education, and
healthcare can be engaged in mentorship or consulting
roles. The corporate sector can introduce phased retirem-
ent programmes, allowing employees to transition grad-
ually rather than exiting the workforce entirely. To harn-
ess the silver dividend, India needs a multi-pronged strat-
egy. First, social security programmes must be expanded
to ensure financial stability, reducing the need for elderly
individuals to engage in low-paying and physically dem-
anding jobs. Secondly, reskilling programmes should be
introduced to help older workers transition into new rol-
es, especially in the digital economy. Thirdly, labour laws
should be reformed to promote age-friendly workplaces
and flexible work arrangements. India has long benefited
from its youthful workforce, but the time has come to re-
cognise the economic value of its aging population. With
the right policies, the country can transform its growing
elderly demographic from a perceived burden into a pro-
ductive and engaged segment of the economy.

Ukraine's Future

F I Yhe high-level talks between the United States and

Russia in Riyadh marked a significant step in efforts

to end the war in Ukraine. While Ukraine was not
present at the meeting, US officials, including Secretary
of State Marco Rubio, have assured that Kyivand Europe
will be part of the process moving forward. The key ques-
tion now is whether the negotiations will lead to a lasting
and just resolution that respects Ukraine’s sovereignty.
Following the talks, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov reiterated Moscow’s firm stance, emphasising that
Nato must not only keep Ukraine out but also formally
revoke its 2008 pledge that Kyiv would one day join the
alliance. He also made clear that Russia would not accept
any military presence of Nato countries in Ukraine, even
under “another flag” ~ of a peacekeeping mission. This
signals that Moscow will continue to push for concessions
that reshape the region’s security architecture in its fav-
our. For Ukraine, the negotiations ahead will test both
its resilience and the strength of its alliances. President
Volodymyr Zelenskky has consistently maintained that
Nato membership remains the best security guarantee
for Kyiv. However, with Washington and Moscow focus-
ing on territorial discussions and long-term security ar-
rangements, Ukraine will need to ensure that its core
interests are not compromised. The challenge will be to
balance diplomatic flexibility with firm red lines ~ ensur-
ing that any settlement strengthens, rather than weakens,
Ukraine’s sovereignty and independence. On the US side,
National Security Advisor Mike Waltz acknowledged that
discussions in the coming weeks will involve issues of
territory and security guarantees. While Washington has
not explicitly ruled out Ukraine reclaiming occupied land,
the focus on territorial negotiations suggests that comp-
romises may be on the table. This pragmatic approach
could facilitate progress in talks, but it also raises concer-
ns about how any agreement might be perceived ~ espe-
cially if it appears to reward Russia’s invasion. A key out-
come of the talks was the decision of both sides to appoint
high-level teams to continue working on a framework for
ending the war. Mr Rubio emphasised that any final ag-
reement must be acceptable to all parties, including
Ukraine. While fears remain about Kyiv being sidelined,
the US has signaled that Ukraine will be directly involved
in the critical phases of negotiation. Looking ahead, Euro-
pean involvement will be crucial. With the European Uni-
on imposing its own sanctions on Russia and considering
future security measures in the region, its role in shaping
the peace process cannot be ignored. Meanwhile, Russia’s
push for broader concessions suggests that the path to a
deal will not be straightforward. Ultimately, peace must
be both sustainable and just. The diplomatic process is
now gaining momentum, but the challenge remains to
ensure that Ukraine’s sovereignty and security are not
undermined in the pursuit of an agreement. The coming
weeks will be decisive in determining whether these nego-
tiations can lead to a resolution that is not only practical
but also principled.
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Averting Disasters

One of the biggest challenges in crowd management in India is the absence of
strong regulatory frameworks. To prevent future tragedies, India needs a
robust policy framework that institutionalizes crowd management at all
levels. A centralized body, possibly under the National Disaster Management
Authority, should be established to research, develop, and implement crowd
management guidelines. Event organizers should be required to submit
comprehensive crowd control plans as part of the approval process, and real-
time crowd monitoring should be made mandatory for religious events,
festivals, and mass gatherings.

n 15 February 2025, a

tragic stampede at

New Delhi Railway

Station claimed the
lives of at least 18 people and left
many others critically injured.
The incident followed closely on
the heels of another catastrophe
at the Maha Kumbh Mela in
Prayagraj, where over 30 people
perished. These back-to-back
disasters have once again ex-
posed the glaring gaps in India's
crowd management, raising
urgent questions about public
safety and administrative pre-
paredness.

Mass gatherings are intrin-
sic to Indian culture ~ whether
for religious events, political
campaigns, or daily commuter
traffic at transit hubs. However,
frequent tragedies due to mis-
management, lack of planning,
and infrastructural shortcom-
ings show that lessons from past
disasters are not leading to effe-
ctive actions.

Despite recurring disasters,
authorities continue to depend
on short-term solutions rather
than addressing underlying sys-
temic vulnerabilities. To prevent
future calamities, it is imperative
to move beyond reactive meas-
ures and adopt proactive, sus-
tainable, and technology-driven
crowd management strategies.

India has a long history of
stampedes at religious gather-
ings, railway stations, and public
events. Over the past two dec-
ades, hundreds of people have
lost their lives in such incidents.
The Kumbh Mela, one of the
world's largest religious gather-
ings, has witnessed multiple
fatal stampedes, including the
1954 Allahabad tragedy which
resulted in over 800 deaths.

Similarly, railway stations ~
especially those in major cities
~ frequently experience over-
crowding, leading to chaos and
tragedy. A 2013 stampede at
Ratangarh Temple in Madhya
Pradesh killed over 115 devo-
tees, and in 2011, a tragedy at
Sabarimala in Kerala claimed
more than 100 lives.

According to the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
report, Accidental Deaths and
Suicides in India, a total of 3,074
lives were lost due to stampedes
across the country between 2001
and 2022. Of these, 2,169 victims
(70 per cent) were men, while
900 (30 per cent) were women.
Notably, four states ~ Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
and Tamil Nadu ~ account for
half of the total fatalities record-
ed during this period.

At New Delhi Railway Sta-
tion, the stampede occurred due
to an overwhelming influx of
passengers trying to board trains
to Prayagraj. Witnesses reported
that railway authorities under-
estimated the crowd size and
failed to deploy adequate secu-
rity personnel.

Similarly, at the Maha
Kumbh Mela, where millions of
devotees gathered, inadequate
crowd control measures failed
to prevent a stampede on the
most auspicious bathing day.
Poor planning and insufficient

Injustice

SIR, This refers to Smruti Pat-
tanaik’s article “Erasing all traces
of Awami League” (17 Feb).
Bangladesh had snatched free-
dom from the iron clutches of

West Pakistan under the leader-
ship of Mujibur Rahman. This is
history and nobody can distort it.

Those who are calling the
shots today in Bangladesh are for-

T o~ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

regulation of movement con-
tributed to the loss of life in
both cases.

Several countries that regu-
larly host massive gatherings
have developed effective crowd-
management strategies. Saudi
Arabia, which manages the an-
nual Hajj pilgrimage, employs
meticulous crowd simulation
models to anticipate potential
hazards.

Over 2.5 million pilgrims
visit Mecca each

emergency response remains a
crucial factor in stampede fatal-
ities.

One of the biggest chal-
lenges in crowd management in
India is the absence of strong
regulatory frameworks. To prev-
ent future tragedies, India needs
a robust policy framework that
institutionalizes crowd manage-
ment at all levels. A centralized
body, possibly under the Natio-
nal Disaster Management Auth-

ority (NDMA),

year, and authori-

should be estab-

ties use artificial
intelligence (AI)
and facial recogni-
tion to track crowd
movement, ensur-
ing smooth flow
and early identifi-
cation of risk areas.

Japan, known
for its precision in
crowd control, has
implemented Al-
based surveillance
in Tokyo’s bustling
train stations to
detect wunusual
crowd behaviour. The 2012 Lon-
don Olympics demonstrated
how smart infrastructure plan-
ning can ensure the seamless
movement of large crowds.

Indian railway stations and
event venues should implement
similar infrastructural upgrades,
ensuring multiple access points,
automated crowd flow manage-
ment, and staggered entry-exit
mechanisms to prevent bottle-
necks.

While India deploys securi-
ty forces during large events,
their training in crowd psychol-
ogy and emergency response is
often inadequate. Saudi Arabia
employs over 100,000 security
personnel trained in crowd con-
trol during Hajj, ensuring effi-
cient management of millions of
people. India should establish
specialized crowd management
units within its police forces and
train personnel accordingly.

Additionally, countries like
Brazil educate the public on
safety measures through wide-
spread media campaigns. Gov-
ernment agencies must proac-
tively educate citizens on safety
protocols, including what to do
in case of overcrowding and
how to navigate emergency exits
during large events.

The lack of public aware-
ness about safe movement and

AMAL
CHANDRA

The' writer is a policy
analyst, columnist and
author of ‘The Essential’

lished to research,
develop, and imp-
lement crowd ma-
nagement guide-
lines. Event organ-
izers should be re-
quired to submit
comprehensive
crowd control
plans as part of the
approval process,
and real-time cro-
wd monitoring
should be made
mandatory for re-
ligious events, fes-
tivals, and mass gatherings.

Urban railway stations and
event venues must be redesig-
ned to accommodate large cro-
wds safely. Technologies such as
automatic gates, digital ticketing
systems, and real-time tracking
of crowd density should be
implemented.

Al-based surveillance and
predictive modelling should be
mandatory for all major public
events and transit hubs. In the
Mumbai suburban railway net-
work, which carries over 7.5 mil-
lion passengers daily, deaths
due to overcrowding are com-
mon. The implementation of
automated crowd control sys-
tems, similar to those used in
Japan's Shinjuku Station ~ the
world’s busiest railway station ~
can significantly reduce risks.

Stampedes often occur due
to a sudden surge in movement,
panic, or misinformation sprea-
ding through crowds. Imple-
menting real-time crowd com-
munication systems ~ such as
mobile alerts and public anno-
uncement systems ~ can help
guide large crowds during peak
congestion periods.

The use of drone surveil-
lance to track crowd density and
deploy security forces accord-
ingly has been successful in
large-scale events such as the

editor@thestatesman.com

Rio Carnival in Brazil. India
must adopt these models to
enhance real-time crisis man-
agement.

Security personnel and ev-
ent management teams should
undergo periodic training in
crowd psychology and emer-
gency response. Mock drills
should be conducted regularly
at railway stations, religious
sites, and stadiums to test the
effectiveness of crowd manage-
ment plans. In South Korea,
after the Itaewon Halloween
crowd crush in 2022, the govern-
ment overhauled its crowd con-
trol policies, incorporating reg-
ular simulation drills for security
forces and event organizers.
India must adopt a similar
proactive approach to handle
large gatherings.

Mass awareness campaigns
should educate citizens on basic
safety measures in crowded
places. Community volunteers
can be trained as first respon-
ders in densely populated areas
to assist during emergencies. In
countries like Germany and Sin-
gapore, citizens are taught em-
ergency protocols for mass gath-
erings through school curriculu-
ms and public workshops. Im-
plementing similar programmes
in India could significantly en-
hance public preparedness.

India’s infrastructure limi-
tations further exacerbate crowd
control issues. Many railway sta-
tions, temples, and stadiums
were not originally designed to
accommodate modern-day cro-
wds. A major overhaul of transit
and religious site infrastructure
is required. Creating wider entry
and exit points, installing emer-
gency response systems, and
ensuring the availability of med-
ical assistance are crucial steps
that need immediate implemen-
tation.

The stampedes at New Del-
hi Railway Station and the Maha
Kumbh Mela are stark remin-
ders of the preventable loss of
life caused by poor crowd man-
agement. As India continues to
host some of the world’s largest
gatherings, it must embrace a
holistic and proactive approach
to public safety.

Learning from global best
practices, investing in technol-
ogy-driven solutions, training,
and enforcing strong policy
measures can mitigate the risks
associated with mass gatherings.
The time for piecemeal respons-
es is over; India must now com-
mit to a comprehensive, long-
term strategy for crowd manage-
ment that prioritizes human
lives above all else.

Addressing the recurring
tragedies of stampedes requires
a coordinated effort from poli-
cymakers, law enforcement
agencies, and event organizers.
Without significant reforms and
infrastructural upgrades, stam-
pedes will continue to claim
lives. It is time for the govern-
ment to take decisive action and
implement a structured, well-
regulated, and technology-dri-
ven crowd management system
to ensure public safety in a rap-
idly growing nation.
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Munich Security
Conference
needs reforms

he Munich Security Confer-

ence has become an important

annual conference on global

security. Launched in 1963, the
conference organizes high-level discus-
sions, and fosters agreements and
transnational cooperation on global
security. Despite these traits, the MSC
needs reforms to regain its status in
global security management.

The MSC operates in a center-pe-
riphery power structure: the G7 mem-
ber states set the core agenda, while the
countries of the Global South often
remain passive recipients. Long-term
Western dominance has led the MSC
to neglect the views and interests of
some non-Western countries, and turn
into a platform for the West to promote
its values and policies. As such, some
developing countries are reluctant to
take part in the conference.

The selective approach of the
MSC, especially on key issues, exposes
the structural flaws of the conference.
The MSC claims to reach strategic con-
sensuses through closed-door meetings
among developed countries. But in
today's multipolar world, the platform
lacks institutional power-sharing dia-
logue mechanisms and the capacity to
check major power competition. Hen-
ce, it cannot meet the security dem-
ands of small and medium-sized coun-
tries. No wonder disagreements on
multiple topics and doubts about the
conference being fair and effective have
increased. The conference's efficacy in
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promoting agreements and suggesting
viable solutions to burning issues has
declined.

The international community still
expects the MSC to promote fair and
equitable security dialogues. For ins-
tance, in 2024, about 700 representativ-
es from more than 120 countries and
regions attended the conference,
including about 50 heads of state and
government, because they expected to
find answers to their questions at the
MSC. The MSC faces many challenges
including geopolitical differences, in-
creasingly complex security issues, and
outdated security mechanisms beca-
use of the declining trust between cou-
ntries. While the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict and the Israel-Palestine conflict are
new major geopolitical hotspots,
emerging cybersecurity threats, artifi-
cial intelligence, national security issu-
es and climate change have further
complicated the security agenda.

The rising differences in the stan-
ces and interests of, and the lack of
trust between Western and non-West-
ern nations have made it even more
difficult to reach a consensus, leading
to a deadlock in dialogues at times.

The MSC's problems are a result
of the rapid changes in the world ord-
er. Globalization is accelerating. Non-
state actors have emerged. BRICS me-
mber states account for a bigger per-
centage of the global economy. Global
South countries have refused to take
sides between Western and non-West-
ern nations. And the world is incapable
of addressing the complex security cha-
llenges with traditional security mech-
anisms and geopolitical confrontation
narratives.

The MSC must evolve beyond tra-
ditional thinking and frameworks to
promote cooperation in security. Oth-
erwise, it will become a club for the
West to amuse itself. The MSC needs
to expand the scope of security discus-
sions. Traditional security thinking
focuses on state-centric military con-
frontations and territorial security
while underestimating economic,
social and environmental security.
Today, the impact of non-traditional
security threats including cyberattacks,
financial insecurity, resource shortage
and climate change is as much as that
of traditional security threats.

mer Razakars; they vehemently
opposed the creation of inde-
pendent Bangladesh.

India, with Mrs. Indira Gand-
hi at the helm, extended a helping
hand and East Pakistan was turn-
ed into Bangladesh. Now these
Razakars are trying their utmost
to erase the role of both the
Awami League and Mujib from
the pages of the history of
Bangladesh. They should know
that history cannot be wiped out
by levelling a couple of buildings.

The right-thinking people of

epaper.thestateerﬂﬁn,ﬂ?{n

Bangladesh must collectively
raise their voice of protest against

this ongoing injustice.
Yours, etc., Aranya Sanyal,
Siliguri, 18 February.

SCARRED SOULS

SIR, Apropos the edit ‘Campus
torture’, watching school children
bully the weaker ones even in
lower classes makes me wonder
if sadistic pleasures are a part of
the human genetic make up.

This tendency may be dis-
guised in later years but on occa-
sion erupts in places like prisons
and even colleges, especially if
there are no consequences. Anti-
ragging laws have had little effect
in stemming the rot.

One thing about us is that we
commit all kinds of brutalities in
our homes but will never admit
it. The college authorities are not
so worried about the trauma such

brutalities cause but only if they
are reported in the press and
‘spoil’ the good name of the col-
lege. It is also common to find the
victims of ragging become the
raggers in the next year.
Everybody needs to put their
heads together including stu-

dents, their parents, college ad-
ministrations and a host of acad-
emicians to try to put an end to
this ever growing menace which
leaves more marks on the soul

than on the body.
Yours, etc., Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai, 18 February.

WORSE, NOW

SIR, The present government has been the foremost critic of
corrupt practices in the country. Over ten years of governance,
the government has taken stringent measures to curb corruption
in public offices. But India’s recent standing of 96th position in
the Corruption Perception Index tells a different story. To put
things into perspective, India is still grappling with corruption
and all these measures that the government has taken have
turned out to be futile. It has dropped 20 places from 76th in
2015 to 96th in 2024. Big talk looks good when you have data to
prove it and seems the present government has no positive data
to prove that it has won the war against corruption. It has made
things worse.

Yours, etc., Noopur Baruah, Tezpur, 18 February.
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GOURI SANKAR NAG AND
ARPAN BHATTACHARYA

t’s really difficult to describe the

recently concluded compact

between the two democracies with

a suitable acronym although in
practical ways the meeting between
Donald Trump and Narendra Modi
marked a new chapter in their relation-
ship. So, the residue of the mega Howdy
Modi show in 2019 could only be count-
ed as a nostalgic factor while Trump 2.0
finds America’s external affairs in a state
of turbulence. It is like a prestige fight
for Trump to appear in a new avatar in
which his rhetoric to take Gaza, Panama
Canal and Greenland has already
evoked strong reactions.

In the circumstances, the Indian
quandary has also accentuated
because i) Trump appears to be exces-
sively transactional, ii) the US has start-
ed scrutinizing its trade imbalances
with different countries and iii) the US
has already initiated steps to deport
illegal Indians back to India, which will
mount pressure on the MEA.

On the other hand, morally speak-
ing India has no locus standi to protest
against such Trumpian moves because
Modi’s government too had securi-
tized the Rohingya issue and barred
refugees from seeking security in India
under the principle of non-refoule-
ment. So, if Trump’s decision is found
to be precipitously harsh, India’s stand
on the refugee issue can’t be exoner-
ated from the charge of being equally
discriminatory and contradictory.

However, for a middle power like
India what is more important to under-
stand is the direction of the transition
of international politics. Here we find
the emergence of new features that can-
not be simply regarded as post-Cold
War unipolarity but a uni-multipolar
world where multiple great powers
would vie for power to rejig the balance
of power regionally but which ultimate-
ly will act as second fiddle to the sole
superpower. So, it is simultaneously
India’s predicament as well as an
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Tough bargains ahead
in ties with America

opportunity to strike a chord with the
US-favoured world order which allows
her space to dominate in South Asia
while getting pressured and the Amer-
icans on the economic and trade fronts
since India due to its sheer size offers
an extensive market for the American
business interests.

By now itis clear that Trump’s sec-
ond term would be fraught with major
disruptions that might cause seismic
shifts within the post-World War 1I lib-
eral democratic spirit or the credo of the
open market. However, this American
exceptionalism should not be construed
to ignore competitive capitalist growth
because Trump’s new entourage
includes business magnets like Elon
Musk of Tesla, while Vice President ] D
Vance’s recent remarks at the Munich
Security Conference that ignored the
expected agenda of ending the Ukraine
conflict were also startling.

Thus, signals we get from unex-
pected distractions create a kind of
smokescreen underneath which the
President’s unsettling experiments with
a new set of regulations, aid cuts, con-
servative protectionism with coercive
tariffs and anti-foreigner discrimina-
tion, amount to a deep liberal paradox
because more trade and globalization
of communication are bound to give
rise to a flow in terms of migration too.
Hence whatever the aggressive posture
might be, Trump’s policies can’t be
nativist although it requires a regime
of immigration reform because unau-
thorised migration is a liability alto-
gether different from guest workers to
whom one needs to be respectful.

But the problem arises from the
contradiction when one prioritises the
need to be economically open and
leverage through the transportation rev-
olution but politically behaves xenopho-
bically. Thus, India’s large market with
its sizeable middle-class population has
been drawing Uncle Sam to strike deals
with New Delhi while it tightens its visa
policy for Indian workers.

So, however we might wish to use
window dressing with the rhetoric of

human rights or mutual trust or com-
mitment to values of freedom, what
brought both sides together was a prag-
matic motive spanning across trade,
defense and technology to lay the foun-
dation of the comprehensive partner-
ship. Undoubtedly there is a high prob-
ability that during Trump2.0, the US
would be in the driver’s seat while New
Delhi’s dealings with Washington
would involve difficult bargaining.

Nevertheless, both sides must be
prescient about the benefits of cooper-
ation on critical and emerging tech-
nologies. This spirit was exhibited in the
recent meetings that affirmed commit-
ment to enhancing supply chain
resilience. Here a point to be noted is
that both India and the US want to
reduce their dependence on the Chi-
nese network of commodity supply
chains. Similarly, the Modi-Trump talks
emphasized sorting out tariff disputes.

The most significant recent devel-
opment, however, is the plan to nego-
tiate a Bilateral Investment Treaty
(BIT). Following challenging experi-
ences with World Trade Organization
talks and an unsuccessful attempt at a
Bilateral Investment Treaty during the
final months of George W. Bush’s
administration, there has been mini-
mal enthusiasm for ambitious trade
discussions. Even the near-completed
“mini-deal” during Trump’s first tenure
was more akin to a ceasefire than an
agreement to expand market access.

However, India’s smart gesture
was revealed as Prime Minister Modi
demonstrated increased receptiveness
to genuine trade negotiations. Regard-
ing defense collaboration, the leaders
have pledged to pursue new initiatives,
including negotiating a mutual defense
procurement agreement and collabo-
rating on autonomous systems.

It is remarkable that the joint state-
ment resonated with mutual faith and
consensus of working together with
express commitment “to break new
ground to support and sustain the over-
seas deployment of the U.S. and Indian
militaries in the Indo-Pacific”. This

could indicate significant advance-
ments in defense cooperation as the
two nations enhance interoperability
and jointly improve regional security.

Another key point in the joint
statement was the U.S.’s intent to
reassess its policy on sharing fifth-gen-
eration fighter aircraft and undersea
systems. President Trump explicitly
mentioned a potential pathway for
selling F-35 fighter jets to India. Joint
efforts to create defense equipment
are still on the agenda, even though it
was not inevitable. The leaders
emphasized ongoing collaboration on
nuclear energy for civilian purposes in
sync with India’s recent announce-
ment to modify the Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act of 2010.

The INDUS-X platform for expand-
ing defense innovation cooperation has
been renamed INDUS Innovation. Col-
laboration on “trusted and resilient sup-
ply chains” for critical and emerging
technologies remains a bilateral priority.
Space cooperation continues to be a cru-
cial component of the agenda, bolstered
by recent collaborative agreements. The
Biden administration heavily promoted
the initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technology (iCET). Noticeably while the
joint statement echoes some priority
sectors and workstreams, it does not
explicitly mention iCET.

However, observers are rendered
despondent because both sides were
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reticent on climate cooperation, a
burning issue of global governance on
which President Trump has a dismal
record. The statement also omitted
mention of important dialogues such
as the U.S.-India Forum, the U.S.-India
2+2 Ministerial, Trade Policy Forum,
and the U.S.-India Commercial Dia-
logue, leaving their status uncertain. In
conclusion, the meeting keeps alive
optimism. Substantial work lies ahead,
as most key announcements, including
the potential trade deal, are expected
toyield concrete results by year-end.

India might face additional trade
pressures in the coming months, such
as when the study related to the Trump
administration’s “Fair and Reciprocal
Trade” policy concludes. However,
regarding the overall U.S.-India rela-
tionship, the positive aspects at the
start of President Trump’s second term
significantly outweigh the anticipated
challenges. India will have to decide
whether to stand by and watch from
the sidelines or stand up to its princi-
ples and ideology, much like it did
when the US tried to pressure India not
to buy oil from Russia in 2022. The con-
tours of India’s approach may become
clearer in days to come.

(The writers are, respectively, Prof & Head,
Dept. of Political Science, SKB University,
Purulia, and Assistant Professor, Dept. of
Political Science, Ramananda College,
Bishnupur, Bankura.)

GRACE KAO

olitically. Historical. Gender.

Female. Women. Race and

Ethnicity. Barriers. Cultural

Differences. Equality. Inequal-
ity. Socio-Economic Status. LGBT.

These are words that appear reg-
ularly in sociological articles, books
and classes. They are basic concepts
that describe features of modern soci-
eties. Since sociology is the study of
society, we cannot avoid these words
and basic concepts.
They are also on the list of over

100 words and phrases that have been
given to staff at the National Science
Foundation (one of the US govern-
ment agencies that awards research
grants) to flag when reviewing grant
proposals. The words have been pub-
lished in many places, including a
Washington Post article, and this ini-
tiative has been widely reported. This
is part of President Trump’s initiative
to scrub all diversity, equity and inclu-
sion initiatives from every govern-
ment agency and non-government
entities that receive government
funds. These include schools, univer-
sities and non-profit organizations.
However, these words and concepts
go far beyond DEI initiatives. It makes
it impossible for sociologists, other
social scientists and humanities
scholars to do their work. Even med-
ical and public health researchers
who study group differences in out-
comes will be harmed.

Interestingly, white, male and
heterosexual are still acceptable. This
means we can still study white
straight men. What a relief.

There are also sweeping changes
to data availability and data collection.
The US Census website was down for
a day or two last week. The Centers for
Disease Control also disappeared. The
US Department of Education’s Institute
of Education Services, which, among
its many tasks, collects and reports data
on educational outcomes of Americans
from preschool (actually birth) to Ph.D.
graduates, information on teachers,
school districts, disciplinary actions
and every other facet of the educational
experience, is being shut. I have spent
my entire career studying young people
and their educational outcomes and
interactions by race, immigrant status,
gender and class using the data sets
produced by IES, so I feel this loss pro-
foundly and personally.

Currently, many researchers are
trying to download as many data sets
as possible, but not everything is
downloadable. We anticipate that
even in the best-case scenario where
data continues to be available, impor-
tant measures such as race, gender,
immigrant status and class back-
grounds might disappear.

In that case, if you want to know
about how Korean Americans fare rel-
ative to whites, you won'’t get to find
out. If you want to gauge unemploy-
ment rates, income differences and
health outcomes by race and gender,

you may no longer receive grant
money to do your research. It’s not
just grant money, but we can’t write
about these subjects anyway because
the data might disappear. What about
health outcomes -— do we care if
minority groups are more likely to die
of certain cancers than whites? After
all, if we do not measure race, gender,
and class, we can pretend these dif-
ferences no longer exist.

They also want to shut down the
Department of Education.

There is so much else going on
under the Trump administration that
it is overwhelming for me and my fel-
low colleagues to follow. Many of us
in the social science and general sci-
entific community are scared and
angry. [ have never felt as hopeless as
I do right now about the fate of scien-
tific research and reporting in the US.

I'm terrified that our undergrad-
uate students will be discouraged
from learning about the society in
which they live and inequalities by
race, gender and class, among so
many other subjects. I worry that our
graduate students won’t be able to do
their work or will be blacklisted from
receiving grants, publishing articles
and books or jobs despite their Ph.D.s.
The “America first” attitude of this
administration is also a grave threat
to our international student commu-
nity. I suspect that student visas will
be on the chopping block.

While they seem to be actively
suppressing intellectual and scientific

Words obliterated from the lexicon

Diversity

Equity

Inclusion

activities, they (including Elon Musk)
are promoting Al and bots as a way to
replace federal workers. So, the Amer-
ican humans will become dumber
while our machines will become
smarter. I'm not sure who is going to
operate the Al infrastructure - likely
Elon Musk thinks it’s him.

We can pretend everyone is fully
employed if we don’t measure unem-
ployment. If we don’t measure test
scores, we can pretend that American
children are the best in terms of math
achievement. We can also pretend chil-
dren are not going to die from measles
or polio since we are going to discour-
age vaccinations if we don’t measure
child mortality. Better yet, let’s just stop
measuring mortality rates altogether
and pretend that Americans are
immortal. Problem solved.

I don’t know if President Trump
has read Isaac Asimov’s Foundation

trilogy, but I know Elon Musk has. He
once said the first of the series was
one of his favourite books, and this
may be the only thing he and I have
in common. Asimov describes a time
when the Galactic Empire eventually
outlaws scientific thinking. However,
Hari Seldon, a “psychohistorian,” uses
models to predict the future of human
response on a group level. Without his
intervention, his models show that
there will be a 30,000-year-long dark
age, but with some intervention, he
may be able to shorten that time peri-
od. It was already too late to prevent
it altogether. I think of Hari Seldon as
a sociologist since he modeled group-
level behavior, so I hope we can move
to at least minimize the damage that
has already been done.

The Korea Herald/ANN.
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ACROSS 18 Possibly magnolia, 26/27 With these, 3 Smallisland’s 11 Exchanging very
I m thinking, is Windows can lifting gear small talk, maintaining
1/4 Flop about pitch, higher back in hide death has top historic buildings
obscuring right of village east of caught by the missing (12)
way (6,8) the Shire Spanish journalist (4) 14 Angrily slam a
9/10 Fairytale character (8,4) (8,6) 5 Like impractical large city's
getting ready to 21 Tin ore smelted by thinker who" d roll complaint
welcome new colleague from the DOWN tyre round (10)
church cleaner east (12) 16 See 7
(6,8) (10) 1 Work at university 6 Train Henry to swimin 17 See 8
12 Heartlessly ransacks 22 Official report accepted by local asea 19 Understood this
building sites advances conspiracy area people (10) classic old language
(4) theory, angering (8) 7/16 Suggesting lama in (6)
13 Side of stage for leaders 2 Objectively, Marx Brothers film 20 Tops of mosques in
audience worth a full (4) | would keep old (6,8) Riyadh require gold

renovation (6,4)

15 School idiot left home
for right direction
(7,5)

here
(8,6)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

24/25 Capriciously, | held
child" s ear and arms

Peruvian ready

to meet defended on air, being 23 Author puts down a
deadline much respected dish of lentils
(2,2,4) (6,8) (4)

8/17 Selassie is again

reflector (6)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

THE term Bolshevik is now applied
to any demoralizing influence, and it does
not follow because the adjective is used
with reference to recent troubles in
Shanghai and Hongkong that agents from
Moscow have been busy in those quar-
ters. It is, however, none the less serious
that Japanese should have been attacked
by a Chinese mob in Shanghai, and Indi-
ans by Chinese soldiers in Canton.
Although civil war of one kind or another
has been raging in China for the last thir-
teen years, the combatants have till quite
recently agreed mutually to leave foreign
residents undisturbed, for the reason that
the Treaty Ports provided real cities of
refuge, to which victors could resort to
enjoy their spoils and the vanquished to
escape death. Further, all parties in China
were at one time anxious to obtain at least
the moral support of the Foreign Powers.
However antagonisms have now gone so
far and demoralization is now so wide-
spread that less and less respect is shown
for foreign residents. Shanghai has only
just escaped becoming a battle-ground.
There are grave reasons to fear that events
may take place in China in the near future
to force a foreign intervention.
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RUHR INDUSTRIALISTS

PAYMENTS BY
GERMAN
GOVERNMENT

BERLIN, FEB.17.

THE question of payments by the Gov-
ernment to Ruhr industrialists during the
period of inflation has been attracting con-
siderable attention in Germany along with
other financial scandals.

A memorandum submitted to the
Reichstag by the Government points out
that these payments were in the nature of
compensation to certain industrial firms
in the Ruhr and other occupied territories
on account of deliveries in kind made by
them to the Inter-Allied Commission of
Control over works and mines on the ces-
sation of passive resistance. The memo-
randum denies the Press allegations that
700 million Reichsmarks were repaid in
December, and says the agreement for
immediate payment provided for a reduc-
tion of debt by over 200 million Reichs-
marks, and out of 220 million Reichs-
marks paid in December only one half
was cash.

The Government has decided for rea-
sons of economy to pay the balance and
now asks the Reichstag to sanction pay-
ments already made.

ANGLO-GERMAN TRADE

NEED FOR
RECIPROCITY OF
TREATMENT

HAMBURG, FEB.17.

LORD D’ABERNON, British Ambassa-
dor at Berlin, in a speech at a banquet on
the occasion of the opening of the British
Board of Commerce at which prominent
British and German merchants, the Burgo-
master and Consular officials were present,
referred to the danger to England of Ger-
man competition, and said there must be
absolute equality and reciprocity of treat-
ment between the two countries.

The negotiators of the Anglo-German
treaty had agreed that the liberal tariff and
customs duty accorded to German goods
by England should be reciprocated by Ger-
many, whilst the arbitrary regime of prohi-
bitions and licenses should be abolished.
He was convinced that if the stipulations
of the Anglo-German agreement were car-
ried out in good faith, Anglo-German trade
would exceed past records to mutual
advantage. It was in these circumstances
that the British Board of Commerce at
Hamburg came into existence, and he felt
sure that it would render service to both
countries.

ENGLAND'S TEST VICTORY

AUSTRALIAN
CHANGES FOR LAST
MATCH

(“TIMES” SPECIAL SERVICE.)
LONDON, FEB.18.

The Times cricket expert states that it
would be difficult to over-estimate the
moral value of England’s Test match victo-
ry. Although the “rubber” is lost, Gilligan’s
men will be able to commence the final test
with refreshed confidence in themselves,
having proved that the Australians are not
unbeatable.

It is useless, the writer adds, to regret
the failure to get the dozen runs at. Ade-
laide that would have made the final match
the most inter-esting in the history of
cricket. This may be said without admitting
for a moment that these extended fights
represent the best side of the great game.
Something is lacking when batsmen can
score at their own pace and not think of
the clock. The Australian system assures a
definite result but is a loss as well as a gain.
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Trump’'senvoyarrivesinKvyivas
USpolicyshiftstowardRussia

Kellogg'strip cameadayafterU.S. President Donald Trump suggested that Kyivwas to blame for the war

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV, 19 FEBRUARY

eith Kellogg, the U.S.
special envoy for
Ukraine and Russia,
rrived in Kyiv on
Wednesday for talks with
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy and military command-
ers, as the U.S. shifted its
policy away from years of
efforts toisolate Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin.
Kellogg’s trip came a day
after U.S. President Donald
Trump suggested that Kyiv
was to blame for the war,
which enters its fourth year
nextweek, and talks between
top American and Russian
diplomats in Saudi Arabia
sidelined Ukraine and its
European supporters.
Trump’s comments are
likely to vex Ukrainian officials,
who have urged the world
to help them fight Russia’s

v

full-scale invasion thatbegan
24 Feb., 2022.

The battlefield has also
brought grim news for Ukraine
inrecentmonths. Arelentless
onslaught in eastern areas
by Russia’s bigger army is
grinding down Ukrainian
forces, which are slowly but
steadily being pushed back-

ward at some points on the
1,000-kilometre(600-mile)
front line.

Trump told reporters at
his Floridaresidence Tuesday
that Ukraine “should have
never started” the war and
“could have made a deal” to
prevent it.

Kellogg said his visit was

Sidelined by Trump, Macrontriestorally
Europe on Ukraine, but divisions run deep

AGENCIES
PARIS, 19 FEBRUARY

French President Emmanuel
Macron painted a veneer of
European unity by inviting a
small number of handpicked
Europeanleaders to the Elysée
Palace, while the Trump admin-
istration sidelined the continent
by moving ahead with direct
negotiations on Tuesdaywith
Russia on the war in Ukraine.

One question loomed:
Could Europe take charge of
its own security, or would it
remain reactive to U.S. and
Russian decisions?

From Macron’s push for
European-led defense to Keir
Starmer’s “third way” diplo-
macy, Giorgia Meloni’s bal-

ancing act between Brussels
and Washington, and Olaf
Scholz’sresistance to breaking
with NATO, Europe remains
divided on its next move.

By hosting the Monday
summitin his Parisian palace,
Macron reinforced his bid to
become the dominant voice
on Ukraine and European
security. With Germany’s
Scholz politically weakened
and potentially soon out of
office, the U.K. outside the
EU, and Italy leaning toward
Trump, Macron hasemerged
asthebloc’sdefactoleaderin
apush forstrategicautonomy.
Macron has a presidential
mandate until 2027 and
France’s nuclear arsenal makes
itthe EU’sonlyatomic power.

His proposal for European
“security guarantees” fitsinto
hisbroader push fora continent
less dependent on Washing-
ton.

But forging consensus is
proving difficult: Germany is
resisting, key frontline EU
nations were left out of the
summit, and Trump’sunpre-
dictability clouds Europe’s
security outlook.

“Macron has sought to
impose himself as Europe’s
strongman,” said French polit-
icalanalystJean-Yves Camus.

Keir Starmer is charting a
different course, positioning
himself as Europe’s key link
toWashington—while main-
taining a firm pro-Ukraine
stance.

“achance tohave some good,
substantial talks.” Zelenskyy
cancelled his planned Wednes-
day trip to Saudi Arabia in
what some analysts saw as
an attempt to denylegitimacy
tothe U.S.-Russia talks about
the future of his country.
American officials have
signaled that Ukraine’shopes

of joining NATO in order to
ward off Russian aggression
after reachinga possible peace
agreement won’t happen.
Zelenskyy says any settlement
willrequire U.S. security com-
mitments to keep Russia at
bay.

“Weunderstand the need
forsecurity guarantees,” Kel-
logg said in comments carried
by Ukrainian public broad-
caster Suspilne Novyny on
his arrival at Kyiv train sta-
tion.

“It’s very clear to us the
importance of the sovereignty
of this nation and the inde-
pendence of this nation as
well. Part of my mission is to
sit and listen,” the retired
three-star general said.

Kellogg said he would con-
vey what he learns on his
visit to Trump and Secretary
of State Marco Rubio to “and
ensure that we get this one
right.”

Hamas saysitwill tree 6 living hostagesand
hand over4bodies, accelerating Gazareleases

AGENCIES
CAIRO, 19 FEBRUARY

A top Hamas official says the
militant group will free six
living Israeli hostages on Sat-
urday and return the bodies
offour others on Thursday, a
surprise acceleration inreleases
apparentlyin trade forIsrael’s
allowing mobile homes and
construction equipmentinto
the devastated Gaza Strip.

The six are the last living
hostages settobe freed during
the ceasefire’s first phase in
exchange for hundreds of
Palestinians held in Israeli
prisons.

The announcement by
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Hamasleader Khalil al-Hayya,
in prerecorded remarks
released Tuesday, said the
dead would include the “Bibas
family” — two young boys
and their mother who for
many Israelis have come to
symbolise the plight of those
taken captive. Israel has not
confirmed their deaths, and
the prime minister’s office
urged the public not to dis-
tribute “photos, names and
rumours” after the announce-
ment by Hamas.

“Inthe past fewhours, we
have been in turmoil,” sur-
viving members of the Bibas
family said in a statement
released Tuesday by a group

The six are the last
living hostages set to
be freed during the
ceasefire’'s first phase
in exchange for hun-
dreds of Palestinians
held in Israeli prisons.

representing the relatives of
hostages. “Until we receive
definitive confirmation, our
journey is not over.”

Israel has long expressed
grave concern about Shiri
Bibas and her sons, Kfir and
Ariel, who Hamas claimed
had been killed in an Israeli
airstrike early in the war. Hus-
band and father Yarden Bibas
was kidnapped separately
and released this month.

Kfir, who was 9 months
old at the time, was the
youngest hostage taken in
Hamas’ 7 October, 2023, attack
thatkilled 1,200 in Israel and
ignited the war. A video of
the abduction showed Shiri
swaddling her redheaded
boys in a blanket and being
whisked away by armed men.

Kash Patel movesastep closer to FBI directorship

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 19 FEBRUARY

Kash Patel moved a step closer
to becoming the first Indian
American to head the FBI
with the US Senate narrowly
votingon a procedural measure
to advance his nomination
for a full vote of confirmation.

The US Senate, which must
confirm the nomination, voted
48-45 alongpartylines to open
debate on the nominee, starting
the countdown for 30 hours
of discussion before Patel is
expected to receive final
approval Thursday.

Patel, who is 44 years old,
hasbeen one of the most con-

troversial of those named by

President Donald Trump to
his cabinet and administration.

The others — Director of
National Intelligence, Tulsi
Gabbard Health Secretary
Robert F Kennedy Jr and
defence secretary Pete Hegseth
were confirmed in party-line
voting that is also expected
to put Patel over the finish
line as well.

Republican senators who
had seemed opposed to some
of these controversial nominees
had all fallen in line with the
president and confirmed every
one of his nominees except
Matt Getz, whowas nominated
tohead thejustice department

as attorney general.

Hewas forced towithdraw
his nomination when it
became clear several Repub-
lican senators remained
unconvinced of his fitness

Justice Department and New York City mayor face
judge’s scrutiny in bid to dismiss criminal charges

AGENCIES
NEWYORK, 19 FEBRUARY

Justice Department lawyers
and New York City Mayor Eric
Adams (photo) are set to face
afederal judgewhoissignalling
that he’s unlikely to rubber
stamp their request to drop
themayor’s corruption charges
weeks before an April trial.

Judge Dale E. Ho in Man-
hattan scheduled the Wednes-
day afternoon hearing after
three government lawyers
from Washington made the
dismissal request on Friday.
Manhattan’s top federal pros-
ecutor resigned after sherefused
an order to do so.

Ho already indicated that
the hearing was likely to be
only an initial step when he
wrote in an order Tuesday
thatone subjecton the agenda
will be a discussion of “pro-
cedure for resolution of the
motion.” Alsosetfor discussion
arethereasons for the request
to dismiss the indictment
against the Democrat that
charges the first-term mayor
with accepting over $100,000
inillegal campaign contribu-
tions and lavish travel perks
from a Turkish official and
business leaders seeking to
buy his influence while he
was Brooklyn borough presi-
dent. Hehas pleaded not guilty.

Early last week, Deputy
Attorney General Emil Bove
told prosecutors in New York
inamemo todrop the charges
because the prosecution “has
undulyrestricted Mayor Adams’
ability to devote full attention

and resources to the illegal
immigrationand violentcrime.”
Hesaid charges could berein-
stated after November’s may-
oral election. Two days later,
then-interim U.S. Attorney
Danielle Sassoon wrote to

Attorney General Pam Bondi,
saying Bove’s request to drop
chargesinreturnforassistance
inenforcingfederal immigration
laws would betray Bondi’s
own words that she “will not
tolerate abuses of the criminal
justice process, coercive behav-
ior, or other forms of miscon-
duct.” “Dismissal of the indict-
mentfornootherreason than
toinfluence Adams’s mayoral
decision-makingwouldbeall
three,” Sassoon, aRepublican,
said of whatshe called a “quid
pro quo” deal as she offered
to resign. She also said pros-
ecutors were about to bring
additional obstruction ofjustice
charges against Adams.

for the job in the light of a
barrage of negative news
reportsabouthis sexual rela-
tions with minors.

Patel is a former public
defender who has seen a
meteoric rise in the power
structure of Washington DC

in recent years, rising up to
be the chief of staff at the
department of defence and
deputy director of national
intelligence in President
Trump’s first term. Patle has
now been nominated to head
the FBI, an agency that inves-

Patel is a former pub-
lic defender who has
seen a meteoric rise
in the power struc-
ture of Washington
DC in recent years, ris-
ing up to be the chief
of staff at the
department of defe-
nce and deputy direc-
tor of national intelli-
gence in President
Trump's first term.

tigated Trump for alleged mis-
handlingof classified documents
afterleavingofficein 2021 and
for trying to overturn the 2020
election defeat to President
Joe Biden.

Australian spy boss says 3 foreign governments
plotted to harm peoplein Australia

AGENCIES
MELBOURNE, 19 FEBRUARY

An Australian spy agency had
discovered three foreign gov-
ernments plotting to physically
harm peoplelivingin Australia,
asecurity boss said on Wednes-
day.

Mike Burgess, Director
General of the Australian Secu-
rity Intelligence Organisation,
the nation’s main domestic
spy agency known as ASIO,
did not name the countries
in his latest annual address
outlining threats to the coun-
try.

Onegovernment attempted
to trickahumanrights advocate
into traveling from Australia

“In a small number of cases, we held grave
fears for the life of the person being target-
ed,” Burgess said in a speech at ASIO headquar-
ters in the national capital Canberra.

to a third country where
plotters planned to injure or
kill their target. ASIO intervened
to prevent the travel.

“In a small number of
cases, we held grave fears for
the life of the person being
targeted,” Burgess said in a
speech at ASIO headquarters
in the national capital Can-
berra.

Another government
planned to harm or kill one
or more people in Australia
as part of a broader plot to

eliminate critics around the
world. Working with inter-
national security agencies,
ASIOdisrupted the operation
at an early stage.

In both cases, the plotters
were offshore and beyond
the reach of Australian law.

Burgess didn’t detail the
third country’s plot.

Inawide-rangingspeech,
Burgess revealed ASIO had
alerted U.S. authorities to a
12-year-old boy plottingmass
shootingsin the United States.
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UStechgiantssupplylisraelwith
Al raising warfareconcerns

Militarieshaveforyearshired private companiesto build customautonomousweapons

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TELAVIV, 19 FEBRUARY

.S.tech giants have
quietly empowered
Israel to track and
kill many more
alleged militants more quickly
in Gaza and Lebanon through
a sharp spike in artificial
intelligence and computing
services. But the number of
civilians killed has also soared,
along with fears that these
tools are contributing to the
deaths of innocent people.
Militaries have for years
hired private companies to
build custom autonomous
weapons. However, Israel’s
recent wars mark a leading
instance in which commercial
Almodels madein the United
States have been used in
active warfare, despite con-
cerns that they were not orig-
inally developed to help
decide who lives and who
dies.

The Israeli military uses
Al to sift through vast troves
of intelligence, intercepted
communications and sur-
veillance to find suspicious
speech or behaviour and
learn the movements of its
enemies. After a surprise
attack by Hamas militants
on 7 October , 2023, its use
of Microsoft and OpenAl
technology skyrocketed, an
Associated Press investigation
found.

The investigation also
revealed new details of how
Al systems select targets and
ways they can go wrong,
including faulty data or flawed
algorithms. It was based on
internal documents, data
and exclusive interviews with
current and former Israeli
officials and company
employees.

Israel’s goal after the attack
thatkilled about 1,200 people
and took over 250 hostages
was to eradicate Hamas, and

its military has called Al a
“game changer” in yielding
targets more swiftly. Since
the war started, more than
50,000 people have died in
Gazaand Lebanon and nearly
70 per cent of the buildings
in Gazahave been devastated,
according to health ministries
in Gaza and Lebanon.
“Thisis thefirst confirmation
we have gotten that commercial
Al models are directly being

s

used in warfare,” said Heidy
Khlaaf, chief Al scientistat the
Al Now Institute and former
senior safety engineer at Ope-
nAl. “The implications are
enormous for the role of tech
inenabling this type of unethical
and unlawful warfare going
forward.”

Among U.S. tech firms,
Microsofthashad an especially
close relationship with the
Israeli military spanning

Among U.S. tech
firms, Microsoft has
had an especially
close relationship
with the Israeli mili-
tary spanning
decades.

decades.

Thatrelationship, alongside
those with other tech com-
panies, stepped up after the
Hamas attack. Israel’s war
response strained its own
serversand increased itsreliance
onoutside, third-partyvendors,
according to a presentation
lastyearby Col. Racheli Dem-
binsky, the military’s top infor-
mation technology officer. As
shedescribed howAl had pro-
vided Israel “very significant
operational effectiveness” in
Gaza, the logos of Microsoft
Azure, Google Cloud and Ama-
zon Web Services appeared
on alarge screen behind her.

' Pakistanwantsto expel all Atghanrefugees

fromthe country, says Afghan embassy

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, 19 FEBRUARY

Pakistan wants to remove all
Afghanrefugees from the coun-
try and they face expulsion in
the near future, the Afghan
embassyin Islamabad warned
Wednesday.
Theembassyissued astrong-
ly worded statement about
Pakistan’s plans, saying Afghan
nationalsin the capital, Islam-
abad, and the nearby garrison
city of Rawalpindi have been
subjected to arrests, searches,
and orders from the police to
leave the twin citiesand relocate
to other parts of Pakistan.
“This process of detaining
Afghans, which beganwithout

any formal announcement,
has not been officially com-
municated to the Embassy of
Afghanistan in Islamabad
through any formal corre-
spondence,” it said.

“Ultimately, officials from
Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs confirmed that thereis
a definitive and final plan to
deportall Afghanrefugeesnot
only from Islamabad and
Rawalpindi but also from the
entire country in the near
future,” the embassy said.

There was no immediate
comment from the Pakistani
government on the embassy
statement.

Thelatest development fol-
lows Pakistan’s threat to deport

Afghans living in the country
illegally. Pakistan’s Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharifapproved
a deadline of 31 March to
deportthose awaitingrelocation
to third countries unless their
cases are swiftly processed by
the governments who have
agreed to take them.

The Afghan embassy criti-
cized “the short timeframe”
givenand “theunilateral nature
of Pakistan’s decision”.

Besides the hundreds of
thousands living illegally in
Pakistan, some 1.45 million
Afghans are registered with
the UNHCR as refugees. Pak-
istan says thosewhowerereg-
istered earlier had their stay
extended until June 2025, and
willnotbe arrested ordeported
at least until the extension
expires.

Earlier thismonth, Shafgat
Ali Khan, the spokesman at
Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, said: “Thisresettlement
problem can’t be indefinite.
So, for us, the Afghans who
arehere, awaitingresettlement,
also has to be a transitory
phase. Thisisnotapermanent
thing.”

Manwhoattacked Japan’s ex-PM Kishidais
convicted and sentenced to 10 yearsin prison

AGENCIES
TOKYO, 19 FEBRUARY

AJapanese court on Wednes-
day convicted a man who
threw a homemade pipe
bomb at Japan’s former
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
at a 2023 campaign event,
sentencing him to 10 years
in prison, court officials said.

Ryuji Kimura, 25, was
found guilty of attempted
murderin the 15 April, 2023
attack on Kishida at a small
fishing port in the western
city of Wakayama, as well
as four other crimes including
violations of laws on explo-
sives and other weapons.

At stake was whether
Kimuraintended to commit
murder.

The Wakayama District
Courtsaid in the ruling that
Kimura was aware of the
potential for a fatality in his
attack, according to the
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Kyodo News agency. The
ruling said the attack at an
election campaign event
was a serious challenge to
democracy and posed a sig-
nificant danger to many peo-
ple, Kyodo said.

Kimura, at an opening
session of the trial in early
February, pleaded not guilty
to attempted murder, saying
he didn’tintend to kill Kishi-
da. He said he was dissatisfied

withJapan’s election system
and that he only wanted to
get public attention by tar-
geting a famous politician.

The then-prime minister
was unhurt, but two people
sustained minor injuries.
Kimura was arrested on the
spot.

The attack came about a
year after the assassination
of former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe during a cam-
paign speech in Nara, another
city in western Japan.

Prosecutors said Kimura
had amurder intent, noting
that the bomb Kimura threw
at Kishida was potentially
lethal, and demanded a 15-
year prison term.

Gun-related crimeisrare
in Japan because of strict
gun control laws, but there
has been a series of high-
profile knifings and other
attacks using homemade
guns and explosives.

Residents say Rwanda-backed rebelsareadvancingonathird city in eastern Congo

AGENCIES
DAKAR, 19 FEBRUARY

Rwanda-backed rebels
appeared to be heading toward
a third major city in eastern
Congo, residents said Tuesday,
asinternational pressure rose
over the M23’s expansion in
a mineral-rich region that’s

critical for global
technology.
The M23 rebels on Tuesday

attacked all the main Con-
golese army positions on the

road to Butembo, a city of

150,000 people, and the sit-
uation was rapidly deterio-
rating, said Auguste Kombi,
a civil society leader in Kit-
sombiro, a town along the
road.

“We’re afraid that the
enemy will advance to Butem-
bo,” Kombi said.

Butembois about210kilo-

metres (130 miles) north of

Goma, the city of over 2
million people that the M23
rebels seized last month as

about 3,000 people were killed.
The advance on Butembo
means therebels are spanning

out both north and south of

Goma. The rebels this week
seized another provincial
capital to Goma’s south,
Bukavu, near Burundi. The
region is rich in gold and
coltan, a key mineral for the
production of capacitors used
inmost consumer electronics
such as laptops and smart-
phones.

Also Tuesday, the M23
captured the town of Kamany-
ola, about 25 kilometres (15
miles) south of Bukavu, after
they overcame resistance
from the Congolese army in
the evening, said Steve
Mubalama, a civil society
representative in the town.

Mubalama expressed fears
that the M23 rebels would
advance a further 75 kilometres
(45 miles) to the south to take
the strategic city of Uvira.

The M23 is the most promi-
nent of more than 100 armed

groups vying for control of
eastern Congo’s trillions of
dollars in mineral wealth.
The rebels are supported by
about 4,000 troops from neigh-
boring Rwanda, according
to U.N. experts, and at times
have vowed to march as far
as Congo’s capital, Kinshasa,
over 1,000 miles away.
“We’re worried because
we're in danger of experiencing
a situation similar to that in
Goma, with theloss ofhuman
lives,” said Kambale Nyuliro,
a Kitsombiro civil servant.

He told the AP that Lubero
town, on the way to Butembo,
was surrounded on three
sides by M23 fighters but still
under Congolese army con-
trol.

“Since the fighting began,
the enemy has only advanced,”
he said.

Analysts have said the
rebels are eyeing political
power, unlike their brief cap-
ture of Goma, amajor security
and humanitarian hub, in
2012.

Therebel-appointed mayor

of Goma said Tuesday they
would carry out a census, in
a sign of their intention to
maintain control of the city.
And ferry service resumed
between Goma and Bukavu,
the only way to travel between
them for now.

Rwanda has accused
Congo of enlisting ethnic
Hutu fightersresponsible for
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda
of minority Tutsis and mod-
erate Hutus. M23 says it’s
fighting to protect Tutsis and
Congolese of Rwandan origin
from discrimination and wants
to transform Congo from a
failed state to amodern one.
Analysts have called those
pretexts for Rwanda’s involve-
ment.

OnTuesday, the U.K. For-
eign Office summoned the
Rwandan ambassadorin Lon-
don and in a statement con-
demned the rebel gains, calling
them “an unacceptable vio-
lation of (Congo’s) sovereignty
and territorial integrity.”

Brazil’s former President Bolsonaro charged over
alleged coup thatincludedaplantopoison Lula

AGENCIES
RIO DE JANEIRO, 19 FEBRUARY

Brazil’s prosecutor-general
on Tuesday formally charged
former President Jair Bolsonaro
with attempting a coup to
stay in office after his 2022
election defeat, in a plot that
included a plan to poison his
successor and current President
Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva and
kill a Supreme Court judge.

Prosecutor-General Paulo
Gonetalleges that Bolsonaro
and 33 others participated in
a plan to remain in power.
The alleged plot, he wrote,
included a plan to poison
Lulaand shootdead Supreme
Court Justice Alexandre de
Moraes, a foe of the former
president.

“The members of the crim-

inal organisation structured
a plan at the presidential
palace to attack institutions,
aimingto bringdown the sys-
tem of the powers and the
democratic order, which
received the sinister name of
‘Green and Yellow Dagger,””
Gonet wrote in a 272-page
indictment. “The plan was
conceived and taken to the
knowledge of the president,
and he agreed to it.”

Bolsonarois often seenin
Brazil’s yellow-and-green
national soccer jersey and
the colours have become
associated with his political
movement.

Bolsonaro’s defense team
said it met the accusations
with “dismay and indignation,”
adding in a statement that
the former “President has

never agreed to any movement
aimed at deconstructing the
democraticrule oflaw or the
institutions thatunderpinit.”

Bolsonaro’s son, Flavio
Bolsonaro, who is a senator,
said on the social platform X
that the indictment was
“empty” and there was no
evidence of wrongdoing. He
accused the Prosecutor-Gen-
eral’s Office of serving “the
nefarious interests of Lula.”

In November, Brazil’s Fed-
eral Police filed a 884-page
report with Gonet detailing
the scheme. They allege a
systematic effort to sow distrust
inthe electoral system, drafting
adecree to providelegal cover
for the plot, pressuring top
military brass to go along
with the plan and inciting a
riot in the capital.

Leading Myanmar opposition
organisation blames local resistance
group for killing of Catholic priest

AGENCIES
BANGKOK, 19 FEBRUARY

The main organisation coor-
dinatingresistance to Myan-
mar’s military government
saysits forces have arrested
10 members ofalocal resist-
ance group suspected in the
killing of a Catholic village
priestlastweekin the coun-
try’s northwest.

Father Donald MartinYe
Naing Win, 44, is believed
tobe the first Catholic priest
targeted for killing in the
civil war that erupted after
the army seized power from
the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi four years
ago. He served in a village
church in Shwebo township
in Sagaingregion, a strong-

hold of the armed resist-
ance.

The Home Affairs and
Immigration Ministry of the
shadow National Unity Gov-
ernment, the leading oppo-
sition organisation, said in
a statement Monday that
the suspects were captured
by the Shwebo branch ofits
armed People’s Defense
Force and otherlocal resist-
ance groups on Friday, the
day of the killing.

The statement said an
initial investigation found
the suspects were members
ofalocal defense force, and
the shadow government’s
Defense Ministry will inves-
tigate further. It said nothing
about a possible motive for
the attack.

Migrant groups say racist attacks increase in
German city after deadly Christmas market violence

AGENCIES
MAGDEBURG, 19 FEBRUARY

When Haben Gebregergish
firstimmigrated to the German
city of Magdeburg seven years
ago, the Eritrean immigrant
was walking to the super-
market with her child when
an intoxicated woman
approached her on the street.

Atthe time, Gebregergish
did not speak German well
enough to comprehend what
the woman was saying. But
Gebregergish says thatwhen
the woman threw a beer
bottle ather head, sheimme-
diately understood.

It was one of her first
encounters with racism, but
certainly not the last. In the
aftermath of a deadly attack
at a Christmas market in
Magdeburg late last year,
Gebregergish and other
migrants who have settled
in the city say they have expe-
rienced a sharp increase in
racism and anti-immigration

sentiments.

“Weare the same asyou,”
Gebregergish said earlier this
month. “We are not different.
Justlike you, we have feelings.
Sometimes we are sad, some-
times we are happy, justlike
everyone else.”

The Christmas market vio-
lence was one of five high-
profile attacks committed by
immigrants in the past nine
months thathave made migra-
tion akeyissue as the country
heads toward an early election
on Sunday. The suspect, a
Saudi doctor, drove into the
holiday market teeming with
shoppers and left five women
and a 9-year-old boy dead
and 200 people injured.

The suspect arrived in
Germany in 2006 and had
received permanent residency,
and authorities say the suspect
does not fit the usual profile
of perpetrators of extremist
attacks. He is being held in
custody as authorities inves-
tigate him.

Just one day after the 20
December violence, there
was alarge right-wing demon-
stration in Magdeburg, and
verbal and physical attacks
on people with a migrant
background have increased
significantlyin the city since
then, according to the Ger-
man-Syrian Cultural Asso-
ciation in Magdeburg.

“The migrant community
and the advice centers report
that attacks have increased
by more than 70% here in

the city,” said Saeeid Saeeid,
who came to Germany from
Syria seven years ago and is
amember of the association.
“Racism already exists here
and everywhere. But it has
increased enormouslysince
the attack.”

Ketevan Asatiani-Her-
mann, newly elected chair
ofthe board for the Advisory
Council for Integration and
Migration in Magdeburg,
said victims of racist attacks
in the city often do not feel

support from politicians or
police.

“The hatred has always
been there, peoplejustdidn’t
dare to sayitso clearly before,”
said Asatiani-Hermann, who
came to Magdeburgin 2011
from Georgia.

Officers sometimes target
or search the victims first
before the perpetrator, she
alleged, and they also worry
reporting an attack could
have a negative impact on
their residence status.

The Magdeburg Police
Department did notrespond
tomultiplerequests for com-
ment.

Mayor Simone Borris, in
astatement, said: “Cohesion
and community are funda-
mental values of a city that
are inviolable.” The mayor
alsoreferred media to online
services for migrants, and
said the city’s Cooperation
with the Advisory Council
for Integration and Migration
will be expanded.
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DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL
KOLKATA (DRT 3)

Bth Floor, Jeevan Sudha Buillding, 42-C
Jawahar Lal Nehru Road, Kolkata- T00 071

Case No. ; QABTA2024
Summeons under sub-section (4] of saction
19 of the Act, read with sub-rule [24) of nule

5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal
[Procedure) Rules, 1843,
Exh Mo.: S483

STATE BANK OF INDIA
Vs
ASHOKE BERA
To,
(1) ASHOKE BERA
DMAWSI0 - 510 Pranibhusan Bara
2-184C, BUQYGARH COLONY,
T4/21153, SRl RAM THAKLUR ROAD,
BIJOYGARH MARKET, Kolkaia,
WEST BENGAL -TD0032
SUMMONS
WHEREAS, DABT4I2024 was listed
before Hon'ble Presiding Officer
Regeirar on 160172025,
WHEREAS this Honble Tribunal is
pleasad bo issue summonsmnotice on he
soid Applicallon under section 19(4) of
the Act, (OA) filed aganst you for
recowvary of debls of Rs, 2038134/
(epplication along with copies of
dboumants oo, annsomd ).
In accordance with sub-secton (4) of
seation 19 of the Acl, you. the
dalendants are directed as under:-
(i} o show cause within thiry days of
ihe sarvice of summaons as o why rekal
praed for should not be granted
(1} 1o descioss pariculars of proportes of
asanls othar than proparties and asssty
specified by the applicant under serial
nuimksar A4 of the onginal applcation;
{lif} you ars restranad from dealing with
of disposing of securd asseals of such
pifvar assols and propartes disclosed
under sanal number 34 of e ongimal
appllcation, panding hearng and
dispodal of tha application fof
sltnchmant of propeerties,
{Iv) you shall nol transier Gy way of
fila, londa or olharvise, excapl in (ha
prdinary coursa of his business nry of
thin asssls over which aacurnly nisrssd
s croabed andior other nasals and
properties specified or disclosed under
sarinl number 3A ol the orignal
appllcathon withoul 15 prior apgeowval ol
tha Tribusral;
(v} you ahall ba lable o sooount for Tha
Gl prooeads roalised by sake of sacund
ERSats or oihar pANES AN proparkes n
the ordinary course of bDusiness and
daposil such salo procoeds in he noooyun
marinrssd with the bank or Bnancal
InafLbons Rokding Saecunty nbiresl O
Such Assnls
You are also diracied o fle the wiitien
statamant with a copy themol fumished
B e appicant and 1o appear Defors
Registrar on 21/082025 at 10:30 AN
failling which the appication shal be
hiaard and decided in your absancs
Given under my hand and the seal of
this Tribunal on this date : ZB01/2025.
Sd/-

Reglstrar-n-Ch
Debts Recovery Trihuna.lf-g‘:, Kolkats

Stalls/Qutlets at Stations over Sealdah Division
Under 'One Station One Product' Scheme

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Rallway, Sealdah
hereby invites apphcation in sealed packet (single) and in prescribad
format from Individuals, Self Help Groups (SHGs), Marginalized
or weaker sactions of socety elc. dealing with indigenous products
for participation in "One Station One Product™ Scheme at 102
nos. stations over Sealdah Division. Salient features of the
scheme:- (1) Duration of Project: 30 days (2) Tenure Start Date
of the One Station One Product Stalls at various stations: Taki
Road - 30 days starting from 01.03.2025. Tala, Baranagar- 30
days starting from 03.03.2025. Majerhat, Taherpur, Aranghata -
30 days starting from 04.03 2025. Akra, Santoshpur, Komagata
Maru Budge Budge - 30 days starting from 05.03.2025. Dhubulia
- 30 days starting from 06.03.2025. Subhasgram - 30 days starting
from 09.03.2025. Dakshin Durgapur, Netra, Champahati, Ghutiani
Shariff, Magrahat - 30 days starting from 11.03.2025. Bangaon
Jn., Duttapukur, Bamangachi, Guma, Bira, Dakshineswar - 30
days starting from 12.03.2025. Baharu, Kakdwip, Dakshin Barasat,
Basirhat, Kalyani Simanta, Madanpur, Barasat - 30 days starling
from 14.03.2025. Kalyanpur, Hotor - 30 days starting from
15.03.2025. Majhergram, Bally Ghat, Eden Gardens, Lalgola,
Cossimbazar - 30 days starting from 18.03.2025. Chandpara,
Gangnapur, Bagbazar, Shasan Road, Surjyapur, Paglachandi,
Gede, Kalinarayanpur Jn., Habibpur, Jagaddal, Titagarh, Ichhapur
- 30 days starling from 19.03.2025. BBD Bag, Princepghat, Simurai,
Bidyadharpur, Piali - 30 days starting from 20.03.2025. Kashinagar
Halt, Bhagwangola, Taldi, Muragacha, Beldanga, Bethuadahari,
Debagram, Rejinagar, Plassey, Shantipur, Majhdia, Bimagar,
Payradanga, Brace Brndge, Nangi, New Alipore - 30 days starting
from 21.03.2025. Gopainagar, Burra Bazar, Patipukur, Kalikapur,
Basuidanga, Dhapdhapi, Bagula, Banpur, Palpara -30 days slarting
from 22.03.2025. Badkulla - 30 days starting from 24.03.2025
Gobardanga, Thakumagar, Ashoknagar Road, New Barrackpore
- 30 days starting from 26.03.2025. Bisharpar Kodalia - 30 days
starting from 27.03.2025. Jiagan}-30 days starting from 28.03 2025
Krishnapur, Murshidabad, Berhampore Court, Phulia, Kalyani
Ghoshpara, Ballygunge Jn., Baghajatin, Gocharan, Namkhana,
Deula, Dhamua, Diamond Harbour, Sangrampur, Canning,
Jaynagar Majilpur, Mallickpur - 30 days starting from 29.03.2025
(3) Token Registration Fee: Rs. 2000/- only inclusive of GST for
the allotment peniod of 30 days for each stall. (4) Infrastructure:
(i) StallsOutlats shall ba provided by Railways. (il) A maximum of
20 units of electricity par One Station Onea Product outlet shall be
parmittad for one spell of 15 days as basic facilitation subsumad
in the registration charges. For additional units of alactnicity over
and abova the limit of 20 units, the applicable charges shall apply
on actual basis. (5) Submission of applications: Within 15:00
hrs. of 28.02 2025, Applications in tha letterhaad of the organization/
plain white sheet of papar along with photlocopy of documeant (as
meantionad in Eligibility Criteria) addressad to tha Sr. Divisional
Commercial Manager, Eastern Railway, Sealdah, DRM Building,
Room No. 44, Kaiser Street, Kolkata-700014 to be submitted in
sealed envalopa al designated place in tha Office of Station
Master/Station Manager/Booking Suparvisor of concemead stations
In case of receipt of more than one application: Open lottery/
public draw of lots to be done atl above mentioned place at 16.00
hrs. on 28.02.2025. Name of station with Identified products,
aligibility criteria for participation & supporting documents and
EQ| documents along with the detailed terms & conditions
can be seen & downloaded from the official websile
www.er.indianrailways.gov.in and also can be seen at tha Nobce
Board in the Office of Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastem

Railway, Saaldah

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Sealdah

EASTERN RAILWAY
Follow us at : [ @EasternRailway € @easternrailwayheadquarter
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Godrej strengthens foot-
print in eastern India: Interio
is set to strengthen its pres-
ence in the institutional,
healthcare and education fur-
hiture segment in Kolkata
and the eastern region. With
the office furniture market in
the region projected to reach
Rs 1,500 crore by FY25, grow-
ing at 7 per cent annually,
Interio aims to leverage
emerging trends such as well-
hess at work, flexible spaces,
and ergonomically desighed
furniture. With the current
revenue of Rs 100 crore from
Kolkata in the past 10
months in a Rs 500 cr market,
Interio will continue to focus
on social office furniture.

Chinese Wok's East India
Expansion: Chinese Wok
under Lenexis Foodworks is
now gearing up for sustained
expansion in the eastern
region. Having successfully
established outlets in key
locations such as Newtown,
Chinar Park, Park Street, and
Metropolis Mall, Chinese Wok
is committed to strengthen-
ing its footprint in Kolkata
and beyond, bringing its sig-
nhature flavours to even more
food lovers across East India.
With a strong presence
across 220+ locations in 35+
cities, Chinese Wok is aggres-
sively scaling its footprint,
targeting a sales run rate of
Rs 650 crore by March 2025
and an ambitious Rs 1,000
crore by FY26.

Stockmarketextends
lossesinfourthsession

AmongthesectorsIT, Auto, Healthcare, Pharma,and FMCGindicesendedinthered

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

he Indian stock mar-
ket on Wednesday
extended the losses
in the fourth session
and ended marginally lower
in the highly volatile session.

At close, the Sensex was
down 28.21 points or 0.04 per
cent at 75,939.18, and the
Nifty was down 12.40 points
or 0.05 per cent at 22,932.90.

Nifty 50 recovered 118
points during the day, marking
a minor decline of 0.05 per
cent at close compared to
the previous close. Sensex
gained 357 points from its
low and ended the session
with a marginal loss of 0.04
per cent.

Nifty Midcap 100 conclud-
ed the session with a gain of
1.56 per cent, settlingat50,527,
while the Nifty Smallcap 100
index finished at 15,525,
gaining 2.36 per cent compared
to Tuesday’s closing level.
Over 380 stocks touched their
52-weeklow on the BSE. These
included Natco Pharma, Zydus
Life, Timken India, Grindwell
Norto, Carborundum Uni-
versal, Aether Industries, Star
Health, Kirloskar Oil, Can Fin
Homes, PVRINox, Mahindra
Life, Sun Pharma Advanced,

NSE NIFTY

Intra-day on February 19, 2025
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Ceramic, Godrej Consumer, The Bank Nifty closed at

KNR Construction, Central
Bank; Elgi Equipments, Sonata
Software, among others.

On Nifty index, the top
gainers were Bharat Electronics
(3.60 per cent), Hindalco
Industries (2.43 per cent),
Eicher Motors (1.93 per cent),
Larsen & Toubro (1.73 per
cent), and Axis Bank (1.73
per cent).

The top losers were Dr.
Reddy's Laboratories (2.63
per cent), Tata Consultancy
Services (2.30 per cent), Infosys
(2.22 per cent), Hindustan
Unilever (1.99 per cent), and
Adani Enterprises (1.78 per

49087.3, reachinganintraday
high 0f49628.25 and a low of
48804.0.

AmongthesectorsIT, Auto,
Healthcare, Pharma, and
FMCG indices ended in the
red, with the Nifty IT index
being the top laggard, which
ended down 1.30 per cent.
The index was dragged by
Persistent Systems, and Cofoge.

IT stocks witnessed selling
pressurein today's trade after
French IT consulting firm
Capgeminireported aweak-
er-than-expected financial
performance for the full year
2024.

Pharma stocks tumbled
after U.S. President Donald
Trump threatened toimpose
tariffs on drug imports.

Nifty Realty indexjumped
1.67 per cent, followed by
Nifty Media with a gain of
1.33 per cent. Nifty PSU Bank
and Nifty Metal also ended
the session with gains 0of 1.33
per cent and 1.25 per cent,
respectively.

Defence stocks also saw a
sharp rebound as investors
eye FDI policy boost in the
sector.

Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL) shares experienced
a significant surge of nearly
11 per cent, snappingits three-
day losing streak.

Shares of Swiggy surged 7
per cent in trade after inter-
national brokerage CLSA said
the food delivery player, along
withrival Zomato, were among
its top ideas for the long-
term.

TVS Motor Company
shares continued their down-
ward trajectory, slipping over
a percent to Rs 2,330 in early
trading. Investors focus is
now shifting to the Federal
Reserve's January meeting
minutes for clues on how
policymakers view the growing
risk of a broader trade war
on economy.

Impact of USreciprocal
tariffs tobe limited on
India, say ratingagencies

T

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19FEBRUARY:

Theimpact of the USreciprocal
stariffwill belimited on India
as the economyis domestically
oriented with less reliance
on exports, S&P Global Ratings
said on Wednesday.

Further, Goldman Sachs
also said India may face an
impact of up to 0.6 per cent
of GDP from the USreciprocal
tariffs calculating various sce-
narios of the tariff imposi-
tion.

“We estimate a potential
domestic GDP growth impact
of 0.1-0.3pp under different
scenarios ofincrease in average
US effective tariff rate on
Indian exports (under coun-
try-level reciprocity and prod-
uct-level reciprocity), and dif-
ferent estimates of price elas-
ticity of US demand for Indian
exports,” Goldman Sachs said
in a report.

Goldman Sachs further
noted three ways in which
India can get impacted. The
firstis country-level reciprocity,
with an increase in tariffs on
all US imports from India by
the weighted average tariff
differential. Second is the
product-level reciprocity,
where the USmatchesIndia’s
tariffs on each productimport-
ed from India.

“estimate this mayincrease
the average tariff differential
by ~11.5pp, but would be
more complicated with a
longerimplementation time-
line,” it said.

Further the third is reci-
procity including non-tariff
barriers like administrative
barriers, import licenses,
export subsidies etc.

Speakingon India's growth
projection, YeeFarn Phua,
Director, Sovereigns and Inter-
national Public Finance Rat-
ings, Asia-Pacific S&P Global

said India will clock a 6.7-
6.8% GDP growth over the
next two years.

He said the fiscal 2025-26
budget will boost growth for
the next few years, largely by
domestic demand through
tax cuts for households and
GDP growth is now normal-
ising to a more “sustainable
level”.

“The government remains
very much focused oninvest-
ment-led growth and alsoon
agriculture sector reforms.
However, we do think that
economic expansionin India
isstartling to normalise towards
amore sustainablelevel after
real growth had averaged
8.3% over the last three years
post-pandemic,” he said.

Goldman Sachs has also
said India’s bilateral goods
trade surplus with the UShas
doubled in level terms over
thelast 10years to $35billion
(~1.0% of India’s GDP) in
FY24, largely driven by elec-
tronics, pharmaceutical prod-
ucts, and textiles.

India’s tariff rates are higher
than the US on most products
(6.5pp on a trade-weighted
average basis), with the dif-
ferential being the highestin
agricultural products, textiles,
and pharmaceutical
products.

Reliance subsidiary signs 10 GWh battery
PLIdeal with Heavy Industries Ministry

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 19 FEBRUARY

Reliance New Energy Battery
Limited, whichis asubsidiary
of Reliance Industries Limited,
has signed a deal with the
Ministry of Heavy Industries
(MHI),under the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
to manufacture Advanced
Chemistry Cell (ACC) batteries
on February 17, according to
an official release.

The dealwas signed aftera
competitive global tender
processand makes the Reliance
subsidiary eligible to receive
incentives under India's Rs
18,100 crore PLIACC scheme.
However, the exact amount
of subsidies which the company
is eligible to receive, has not
been disclosed.

"This brings the total allo-
cated capacity to 40 GWh out
of the planned 50 GWh under
thenational program," amin-
istryspokespersonstated. The
remainingthree beneficiaries

received their allocations in
July 2022 following the first
bidding round.

Industryanalystshavenoted
that the scheme's technolo-
gy-agnostic approach allows
manufacturers flexibility in
choosing appropriate tech-
nologies while ensuring cost
competitiveness. Theinitiative
primarily targets supporting
electricvehiclesand renewable
energy storage systems.

The deal has been signed
after the FY2025-26 Union
Budget, which exempted 35
additional capital goods for
EVbatterymanufacturingfrom
Basic Customs Duty. These
measures aim to strengthen
domestic lithium-ion battery
production capabilities.

"We're seeing significant
interest beyond the PLI ben-
eficiaries. More than ten com-
panies have already begun
setting up additional manu-
facturingfacilitieswith acom-
bined capacity exceeding 100
GWh," anindustry expertsaid.

The initiative represents
partofIndia'sbroader strategy
to reduce dependence on
imported battery cells while
creating a robust domestic
supply chain in the rapidly
growing energy storage sec-
tor.

The Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme for
Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC)
Battery Storage represents a
strategicinvestmentinIndia's
energy future.

The programme addresses
critical gapsin domestic battery
manufacturing capabilities by
incentivising production, to
reduce import dependency
while building local expertise
inadvanced battery technolo-
gies.

The economicimplications
extend beyond manufacturing.
The PLIscheme creates oppor-
tunities for auxiliaryindustries,
employmentgeneration,and
technology transfer. It also
positions India competitively
in the global battery market.

India's power sector needs $700 bn to
achieve 2070 net-zero pledge Moody's

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

Moody's Ratings on Wednes-
daysaid India's power sector,
which is the biggest carbon
emitter, will need massive
USD 700 billion investment
over thenext 10years to help
the country achieve its 2070
net-zero pledge.

It said the power sector
accounts for around 37 per
cent of carbon emissions in
the country, and the invest-
ments required by the power
sector during fiscal 2026-51
to be of the order of 1.5 per
cent to 2 per cent of GDP
(around 2 per cent for the
next 10 years), which is man-
ageable for India.

“Our expectation of strong
economic growth over the
next 10 years implies an
expansion of India's coal-
based power generation capac-
ity in that period, hindering
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carbon transition," it said.
Inanote, Moody's pegged
the power sector's annual
investment requirement
between Rs 4.5 trillion to Rs
6.4 trillion ($53 billion to $76
billion) of investment until
fiscal 2034-35, and around
Rs 6 trillion to Rs 9 trillion
annually over fiscal 2026-51.
“We estimate India's power

SBItorecasts GDP growth for QB FY25at6.2-6.3 per cent

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

The State Bank of India (SBI)
has forecast GDP growth for
Q3 FY25 at 6.2-6.3 per cent.
"Assuming there areno major
revisions in Q1 and Q2, esti-
mates, we are expecting FY25
GDP at 6.3 per cent'', SBI said
in its research report.

The NSO may revise Q1
and Q2 estimatesin its 28 Feb-
ruary 2025 release of the 2nd
Revised estimate of FY25 GDP.

The SBI report said that
the leading indicators show
strong upward movement
across all domains including
consumer economy, invest-
ment demand, industry, and
services — signaling robust
momentum.

The GDP Growth as per
SBI compositeleadingindicator
(CLI) Index (a basket of 36

leading indicators which
includes parameters from
almost all the sectors) based
onmonthlydatashowsaslight
uptickin economicactivityin
Q3.Thisincreasein economic

activity in Q3FY25 indicates
GDPmaygrowin therange of
6.2-6.3 per cent.

SBI tracks 36 leading indi-
cators in consumption and
demand, Agri, Industry, service

Vg

and other indicators, which
indicate a spike in Q3FY25
growth. The percentage of
indicators showingacceleration
has increased to 74 per cent
in Q3FY25 vs 71 per cent in

Q2FY25.

Thereporthighlighted that
the slowdownin currenthouse-
hold inflation expectations
encourages higher discretionary
spendingand drives demand-
led growth.

Moderation in declining
consumer confidence suggests
thathouseholds are now opti-
mistic about global develop-
ments, disinflation process,
and economic prospects —
enablinglong-term sustainable
growth, it said.

The report further said
around 4000 Corporate firms
inlisted spacereported revenue
growth of 6.2 per cent while
EBIDTA (earnings beforeinter-
est, taxes, depreciation and
amortization) and profit after
tax (PAT) grew by around 11
per cent and 12 per cent
respectivelyin Q3FY25as com-
pared to Q3FY24.
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sector investments... would
be in the range of Rs 4.5
trillion to Rs 6.4 trillion ( $53
billion to $76 billion) until
fiscal 2034-35 (total investment
of around $700 billion over
the next 10 years), and Rs
6.0 trillion to Rs 9.5 trillion
annually over fiscal 2025-
51," it said.

Moody’s said annually,

this represents 2 per cent of
real GDP over the next 10
years, and 1.5-2 per cent of
GDP over fiscal 2026-51.

"These investments are
significant and will be funded
jointly by the public and pri-
vate sectors and foreign and
domestic capital.”

The per capita consump-
tion of electricity in India

(1,255 kilowatt-hours (KWH)
infiscal 2022) is around one-
third of the world average,
according to the International
Energy Agency (IEA). This is
expected toincrease with the
growing economy and
improved living standards of
India's population.

"Our projection of an
increase of around 450 GW
ofrenewable energy capacity
over this period would be
insufficient to meet such
demand, implying thatIndia's
coal-based power generation
capacity will continue to
expand by 35 per cent (from
218 GW to around 295 GW)
over the next 10 years," it
said.

Notably, Moody's expects
India's economy to grow at
around 6.5 per cent per annum
over the next 10 years, witha
compound annual growth
rate for power demand of
around 6 per cent.

TRIFED partnerswith Meesho, IFCA &
MGIRI to facilitate tribal businesses

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 18FEBRUARY

The Tribal Cooperative Mar-
keting Development Feder-
ation of India Ltd (TRIFED)
has entered into a strategic
partnership with Meesho,
Indian Federation of Culinary
Associations (IFCA) and Mahat-
ma Gandhi Institute of Rural
Industrialization (MGIRI) to
facilitate tribal businesses.

This is a significant move
to transcend from B2Cto B2B
approach for tribal commu-
nities, Ministry of Tribal Affairs
said in a statement.

[tfurther said the principal
objective of the Memoranda
of Understanding (MoU) with
Meesho is to facilitate the
onboardingoftribal products
onto their social commerce

[

platform, accompanied by
trainingand capacity-building
initiatives for tribal suppliers.
Whereas the Indian Fed-
eration of Culinary Associations
(IFCA) will assistin establishing
long-term collaborationswith
culinary professionals and
hotel chains through their
technology platform.
Furthermore, the Mahatma
Gandhi Institute of Rural
Industrialization (MGIRI) has
partnered with the Tribal
Cooperative Marketing Devel-

opment Federation of India
(TRIFED) as the knowledge
partner to conduct training
and capacitybuildingforarti-
sans.

TRIFEDis an organization
under the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government ofIndia,
dedicated to the socio-eco-
nomic development of tribal
communities through the
marketing development of
tribal products.

These MoUs were
exchanged by General Man-
agers of TRIFED with Prachi
Bhuchar, Head of Public Policy
& GovernmentAffairs, Meesho,
Chef Manijit Gill, IFCA and
Dr. Ashutosh A. Murkute,
Director, MGIRI respectively
in the presence of Ashish
Chatterjee, Managing Director,
TRIFED.

SMFG India Credit creates Guinness World Record for ‘Largest Cattle Welfare Lesson’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

In what can be billed as a
new milestone for the com-
pany, SMFG India Credit Co.
Ltd. (formerly Fullerton India
Credit Co. Ltd.), a leading
NBEFC - Investment and Credit
Company (NBFC-ICC) reg-
istered with the Reserve Bank
ofIndia and awholly owned
subsidiary of SMFG, has now
hita Guinness World Record
for organising the ‘Largest
Cattle Welfare Lesson (Mul-
tiple Venues)’ with 517 par-
ticipants across 6 venues in
India. The company has been

operating in India since 2007.

The new milestone was
accomplished as part of the
company’s 7th edition of
Pashu Vikas Day (PVD), the
largest one-day cattle care
camps across the country.
These camps were simulta-
neouslyheld in 500 locations
across 16 states, benefiting
around 1,90,000 beneficiaries
(1,50,000 cattle and 40,000
cattle owners).

“Iwould also like to extend
my heartfelt congratulations
to each of our dedicated
employees for their outstand-
ing commitment and hard
work in achieving the Guin-

ness World Record for the
Largest Cattle Welfare Lesson
across multiple venues. It is
truly heartening to see that
this year’s Pashu Vikas Day
notonly surpassed expecta-
tions in cattle care, but also
introduced specialized knowl-
edge sessions across multiple
venues in India, which earned
us the Guinness World
Record,” said Shantanu Mitra,
Chief Executive Officer and
Managing Director of SMFG
India Credit.

“At SMFG India Credit,
we remain steadfast in our
commitment to championing
social initiatives that create

a meaningful impact. With
astrong Pan-India presence
of 1000+ branches, our pri-
mary focusis on Tier-2+loca-
tions, with nearly 90% of our
branches strategically posi-

tioned in these regions. In
fact, over the last two years,
we have added around 300
branches, alllocated in Tier-
2+ geographies. Our goal is
to drive financial inclusion

epaper.thestatesman.com

by providin the right products
and financial solutions,
enabling us to serve com-
munities at every stage of
theirlife cycle,” added Mitra.

Interestingly, In India,
approximately 65-70 per cent
of the rural populationrelies
on agriculture or agricul-
ture-related activities for
theirlivelihood. Hence, cattle
and livestock play a crucial
role in their livelihood gen-
eration activities and financial
wellbeing. Recognizing this
unbreakable bond, SMFG
India Credit celebrated the
7th edition of Pashu Vikas
Day under the theme ‘Mera

Pashu Mera Parivar,’ rein-
forcing the importance of
livestockin thelives of these
rural families.

The annual PVD event
also saw active participation
of more than 6,000 employees,
reinforcing the company’s
commitment to rural wel-
fare.

"The recognition received
from Guinness World Records
forholdinglargest cattle wel-
fare lesson across multiple
venues is a proud and defining
moment for each and every
one at SMFG India Credit.
As a company, we have etched
our name in the history books

on an international level,
and it gives us the belief to
continue working towards
uplifting the communities
we serve at large through
innovative and sustainable
socio-economic initiatives.
Setting a world record on
Guinness World Records also
reaffirms our dedication to
rural welfare and motivates
us to continue empowering
communities by providing
financial access through our
financial solutions across
theirlife-cycle,” said Swami-
nathan Subramanian, Chief
Operating Officer of SMFG
India Credit.
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SCadjournshearingonpleas
challenging law appointing ECS

On3Dec2024, theChiefJustice SanjivKhannahad recused himself from hearing the challenge to the 2023 law

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

he Supreme Court,

on Wednesday,

adjourned the hearing

onabatch of petitions
including one by the NGO
Association of Democratic
Reforms challenging the valid-
ity of the Chief Election Com-
missioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act 2023,
that excluded the ChiefJustice
of India from the panel for
the selection of the Chief
Election Commissioner and
the Election Commission-
ers.

A bench of Justice Surya
Kantand Justice Nongmeika-
pam Kotiswar Singh adjourned
the matter without giving
any date for hearing. The
matter was listed for hearing
today but could notbe taken
up as the court was hearing
another case.

Under the Chief Election

Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of Office)
Act 2023, that was notified
on 28 December, 2023, the
penal for the selection of CEC
and the ECs includes the
Prime Minister, Leader of
Opposition, and a Central
Minister to be nominated by
the Prime Minister, thereby
giving a clear majority to the
government in the selection
panel.

The 2023 lawwas brought
to dilute 2 March, 2023, a
five-judge constitution bench
judgment that had directed
that the panel for the selection
of the CEC and the ECswould
include Prime Minister, leader
of opposition and the Chief
Justice of India.

The petitioners, challenging
the validity of the law, have
stated that the provisions of
the new law are violative of
the principle of free and fair
elections since it does not
provide an “independent

mechanism” for the selection
of the CEC and the ECs.

Excluding the ChiefJustice
of India from the selection
process, the 2 March, 2023,
unanimous judgment of a
five-judge constitution bench
stands diluted as the Prime
Minister and his nominee
will always be “the deciding
factor” in the appointment
of the CEC and the ECs, the
petitioners have said ques-
tioning the validity of the
law.

The petitioners in particular
have challenged Sections 7
and 8 of the Chief Election
Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023, thatlays down the
procedure for the appointment
of the CEC and the ECs.

The 2023 lawreplaced the
earlier Election Commission
(Conditions of Service of Elec-
tion Commissioners and
Transaction of Business) Act,

1991.

The 2023 law was passed
by RajyaSabhaon 12 Decem-
ber and the Lok Sabha on 21
December, 2023, amidst the
suspension of alarge number
of opposition law-maker in
the lower house.

On3December, 2024, the
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
had recused himself from
hearing the challenge to the
2023 law.

Earlier on 12 January, 2024
—abench comprisingJustice
Khanna (now CJI) and Justice
Dipankar Datta while issuing
notice to the Central govern-
ment on the petitions, had
refused to stay the operation
of the law.

The 2023 law has been
challenged by the NGO the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), Jaya Thakur
- General Secretary of the
Madhya Pradesh Mahila Con-
gress Committee, Sanjay
Narayanrao Meshram, and
Dharmendra Singh Kushwaha,
and advocate Gopal Singh.

Uttar Pradesh government totable

---ﬂ_

STATESMAN NEWS SREVICE
LUCKNOW, 19 FEBRUARY

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment will table itsbudgetary
proposals for 2025-26 in the
state assembly on Thursday,
with the budget size likely
to cross Rs 8 lakh crore.

State Finance minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna will
table the budgetin the pres-
ence of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

Khanna on Wednesday
said the budget will be in
line with public sentiments.

"There will be projects
related to public interest,
and the poor and middle
class will be taken special
care," he hinted.

Accordingto sources, the
size of the fourth budget of
the Yogi government 2.0 can
exceed Rs 8 lakh crore.

Last year, the state gov-
ernment presented abudget
of Rs 7.36 lakh crore and
adding two supplementary
budgets, the overall budget
size reached Rs 7.66 lakh
crore in this financial year.

Inthe new financial year,

budget proposals tor 2025-26 today

the budget size can range
from Rs 7.80 lakh crore to Rs
8.10 lakh crore.

Afinance department offi-
cial said that the government
will have more focus on the
ongoing schemes and projects
inthe budget. New schemes
require extra budget. In such
a situation, the government
will amend the ongoing
schemes this year and include
itin the budget proposal.

The budgetary proposals
could include Swami
Vivekananda youth empow-
erment scheme in which Rs
3000 crore for giving tablets
and smartphones to youths.

There can be a budget of
Rs 2000 crore for power supply
in summer while free elec-
tricity promise on private
tubewells can be fulfilled.

Budget can be given for
the expansion of metro rail
in Lucknow, while a budget
of Rs 2000 crore can be given
for Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Urban).

There can be a provision
of Rs 800 crore for the Chief
Minister's Housing Scheme
(Rural).

(file photo)

PM Modi toinaugurate SOUL
Leadership Conclave on Friday

v
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

Prime Minister NarendraModi
willinaugurate the firstedition
of the SOUL Leadership Con-
clave on Friday at Bharat Man-
dapam in New Delhi.

He will also address the
gathering on the occasion.
Prime Minister of Bhutan
Dasho Tshering Tobgay will
deliver the Keynote Address
as the Guest of Honour.

The two day SOUL Lead-
ership Conclave on 21-22 Feb-
ruary will serve as a premier
platform where leaders from
diverse domainslike politics,
sports, arts and media, the

spiritual world, public policy,
business and the social sector
will share their inspiring life
journeys and discuss aspects
relating to leadership.

The conclave will foster
an ecosystem of collaboration
and thoughtleadership, facil-
itating learning from both
failures and successes, to
inspire young audiences.

School of Ultimate Lead-
ership is an upcoming lead-
ership institution in Gujarat
to enable authentic leaders
to advance public good. The
aimis tobroaden thelandscape
of politicalleadership in India
through formal training and
to include those who rise
through merit, commitment,
and passion for publicservice
and not just from political
lineage. SOUL bringsin insights,
skillsand expertise necessary
tonavigate the complex chal-
lenges ofleadershipintoday's
world.

Centreapproves<288.93 croreaid for
Tripuratlood reliefamid recovery etforts

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
AGARTALA, 19 FEBRUARY

The Centre has sanctioned
an additional Rs 288.93 crore
to Tripuraunder the National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) as an aid to recover
from the devastating floods
that struck in August 2024.

The approval of the aid
follows a meeting between
Tripura Chief Minister Prof.
Dr. Manik Saha and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
where the extent of the dam-
age and the urgent need for
assistance were discussed.

The floods, triggered by
incessant monsoon rains,
left thousands of people dis-
placed, severely impacted
infrastructure, and caused
extensive damage to agri-
cultural lands and liveli-
hoods.

Chief Minister Saha took
to social media to express
his gratitude to the Centr.
Stating that the additional
Central assistance would
provide the much-needed
relief to those affected, he
wrote: "This financial aid
will be instrumental in

rebuildingwhatwaslostand
ensuring that the state's
development goals, disrupted
by the floods, remain on
track. Iwholeheartedly thank
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah for their unwa-
vering support to Tripura.”

The floods, triggered
by incessant mon-
soon rains, left thou-
sands of people dis-
placed, severely
impacted infrastruc-
ture, and caused
extensive damage to
agricultural lands and
livelihoods.

The state government is
expected to utilise the funds
for the restoration of essential
infrastructure, compensation
to affected families, and
strengthening disaster pre-
paredness measures to mit-
igate future calamities.

With this assistance, Tripu-
ra aims to accelerate its
recovery process and rein-
force its resilience against
extreme weather events.

UP Council LoP evicted

from Upper House over
Mahakumbh issue

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 19 FEBRUARY

An uproar was witnessed in
the Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Council on Wednesday when
Leader of Opposition Lal Bihari
Yadav was forcefully evicted
from the house.

The incident took place
when the opposition was seeking
more time to discuss the
Mahakumbh, which was
opposed by the upper House

leader and Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Maurya.

When Chairman Manvendra
Singh refused to give time,
citing therules, Lal Bihari Yadav
and other SPleaders came and
sat in the Well. Annoyed by
the actofthe opposition mem-
bers, the Chairman asked the
LoP and other Samajwadi Party
members to leave the House.
When the opposition members
refused, the Chair asked mar-
shalls to evacuate the LoP.

GVK POWER (GOINDWAL SAHIB) LIMITED

Ragd. Office: Pial Na. 10, Paigah Colomy, Sardar Patel Rosd, Secundsrabsd-S00003
Telangana, india CIN: Us0109TGI98TPLCOZE48]

(A whnlly owned subsidiary of Gure Amar Das Thermal Power Limited, GATFL)
& stop down wholly owned sutsidiary of Punjad Stxte Power Corporation Limited, PSPCL)

Bept -HOD, Chemistry GATP, Goindwal Sahb, invites E-Tender for (he work of

Sahin, Custt Twm
BT o T g ]

1. | Tender Enguiry No. (M S GATRPICHEM0016867T, dated 19.02-2025.

“Tender for supply of Alum [Mon-Femic) - Commercial Grade (Pre-Treatmenl
Chomicall” ol 222T0MW Gurni Amprdas Thermal Plant (GATP), Goandwil
Taran, Punjab & pad delails giwen 7 (ha lender

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender No.: EL-MLDT-E-Tender-3410,

For detaded WIT & tender s.[.aarr_unma meaa-e- reder 1 hiipaleproc punjab. gov. in
from 1802 -2025 from 17-00 hrs. omwards

Yogi calls Sangamwater fit for bathing, accuses Oppn of rumour mongering

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 19 FEBRUARY

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath delivered a
sharp and impactful rebuttal
to the allegations from the
Opposition surrounding
Mahakumbh in the state
assembly on Wednesday
claiming that Sangam water
is suitable not only for
bathing but also for ‘Aach-
man’.

Dismissing the Opposition
claims to the contrary as
baseless, misleading, and
anti-Sanatan Dharma, anti-
Maa Ganga, anti-
Mahakumbh, he said, “It is
like playing with the faith of
the crores of people who
have taken a holy dip at the
ongoing Mela in Prayagraj.”

The Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) on
Monday informed the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) that
various locations in Prayagraj
during the ongoing Maha
Kumbh were not conforming

to the primary water quality
for bathing with respect to
the level of faecal coliform.
However, the chief minister
said all the drains in and
around Sangam have been
taped and the water is being
released only after purifi-
cation.

“The UP Pollution Control
Board is continuously moni-
toring the water to maintain
its quality. As per today’s
reports, the amount of BOD
near the Sangam is less than
three, and the Dissolved Oxygen
isaround 8-9,” he added

The Chief Minister empha-
sised that while the House
was engaged in a discussion,
over 56.25 crore devoteeshad

The Chief Minister emphasised that while the
House was engaged in a discussion, over 56.25
crore devotees had already taken a holy dip in
the sacred Triveni. He asserted that such
actions are not just an attack on Sanatan
beliefs but a direct affront to the faith of 56
crore devotees and the spiritual essence of

India itself.

already taken a holy dip in
the sacred Triveni. He asserted
that such actions are not just
an attack on Sanatan beliefs
butadirectaffrontto the faith
of 56 crore devotees and the
spiritual essence of Indiaitself.

He further stated that the
Mahakumbh is not an event
tied to any particular party or

government but a grand cel-
ebration of society. The gov-
ernment’srole, heemphasised,
isthat of a humble facilitator,
dedicated to fulfillingitsrespon-
sibilities with utmost sincer-
ity.

“We see ourselves as ser-
vants entrusted with this duty
and will dischargeitwith com-

plete commitment. Our deep
reverence for India’s eternal
traditions makesit our respon-
sibility to honor and uphold
them,” he said.

The chief minister said
despite all the negative prop-
aganda, the nation and the
world embraced the event,
elevatingittounprecedented
success.

He paid homage to the
devotees who lost their lives
in the 29 January stampede
aswell as those who were vic-
tims of road accidents while
travelling to and from Mahas-
nan in Sonbhadra, Aligarh
and other places during Praya-
graj Kumbh expressing deep
anguish.

dabed 18.02 20285, Open o-Tender 8 irviled
by 50, Divisional Electrical Englnesri),
Enntern Radsay. Malda Town Ofice Buil-
ding, PO, Jhsjhalia, Dist. Malda, Pin
T32102 (WB) from Firme/Agencies!
Coniracions of repule having experience
and financial solvency for the following
winh . Name ol Work © Augmaniatan of
Elac. sub-slalson. esEcinical assals wilh
oilher ancillary work under |urisdiction of
SS5E/E/G/Bhagalpur. Tender Valua !
¥ TH.T4 516.36. Earnest Money :
T 1,558,500, Cost of tender documant :
Hil. Date & lime for submission of
e-tender : From 2602 2025 o 15.30 hrs
of 12 03 2025 Website partlculars &
Motice Board : Websse - www. ineps.gov,
in Motice board: 5r. DEE(G), Eastern
Radkway, Malda Town s offica. Tenhdarers
e regueesied o go Frough the detailed
Tendes Motios & documend on ihe websile
vl inepe. gov.in Mo manual offe will be
atcopied I any croumekances

(ML D2 20024 26
Tensder Moticu i also available ol webslbes
PR T NI 01N | e INEDE. v

Foliow us ot - [l @EasternRailway |

Kl @easternrailwayheadquarter

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
For and an bahall of tha Prasident ol
Indiia. Chie! Administratnve OFicer
(Const ), Sih Floor, Mordh Waslem
Railway Headgquarter office, Near
Jawahar Circle, Jaipur-302017
[Hagasihan) invilna Online Opan Tendes
an IREPS portal (Two packal) for the
foliowing work an predcribod aleciron
fermc- (1) Tendar Mo.: NWR-SC-PUHT-
MEC-T-3, [2) Namo of the work with its
location: Earh work |0 bhank/cufling
including Blanketing, Consfructon of
MincirWlajor Bridge/s, RUB/LHE, Trolley
efuges. Toa wall, Relaining wall
Fiiching, Siatlon bulldings and  Ofhar
struchures, Platficrm, Platfem  shads
Staff Quaners and other ancillary works
from Pushkar (Excluding) to Riyan
(Excluding | batsaen ki 257 [0 kn 55T
in connection with construction ol New
Lina bebween Pushkar-io-Katyasani
{Merta) inAjmar division of Marth Westem
Rad#way (3) Mode of Tender: Onlins
Open Tenders on IREPS portal (Two
Packet) (4) Estimated Project Cost
T202.29.97.762.13/- {Rupsas Two
Hundred Two Crore Twenty Nine Lakh
Minety Seven Thousand Seven Hundred
Fifty Twa and Paiss Thirsen anly | (5) Bld
Security: 1,00 00,0008 (Rupses Do
Cror Only) (8) Construction Period: 18
[Eighisan) Modths (T} Tender Closing
Date and Time: 120072025, 1500 Hrs,
Cipaning date & tma 12032035 & 1530
Hm (8] Weballe particilara whore
complels delalls of E-tender can be
m@an: waw ifaps.gov.in Nota: No manual
paescdinria Wil b BI:\'.,EFHHI;" Sl-[IE

O Metro Railway, Kolkata

Corrigendum-1

Open Tender Notica Mo, 58TWorks/23-2024-Retendar published aarlber by
Principal Chiel Signal & Telecom Engineer for "Lsmantiing, Shifting, Supply
& Re-instaliation of VRLA Batteries for OCC and DCC for UPS (02 sets for
each) st Centmal Park Depol of Easi-West Metro RallwayHolkais®, Tender
Closing Date & Time should be read as 2502 2025, 15:00 hrs. insiead of
20 02 H25 at 15:00 hrs.

Follow us at: fl /metrorailwaykol {)/metrorailkolkata

T E N D E R

OFFICE THE COMMISSIONER
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Raipur (C.G.)

a-Procuromont Tonder Nokice
WMain Porial IWipieproc ogetale goy in
[Ard Gl

MIT Mo G0WSOMBEMCII034
Crilra Bids @ irryiled o I oloswing works of worcs up o 03-00-2008 al 17-30 hours

AAIFUR. DATED. 19-02-2078

B Mo Hyyutwm Nama of wark | Profbsabia Class of Tengar boam L Eall |
Tarslae Dmacripticn of wirk amoinl ol Conlfachos Ay pticadiie
M. caorilsaal rogininred
15
-- -- | ewoco |
I Ll Camwhuiction of Aspeaional Tolsl Ma 5078 | Fowm PWD
Bloek-4 seater al 01 lncaliors (] LT AN Baiborg
LS enclosan| S0R
0101 XI5
g b st
BTN
ANONSOR
3 1SS0S Consiruchan of Aspyaional Hs. 2HE M 5 -3 Form b E
Todlel Bionck- 10 waaber o 10 L Abrad “BEE" Bubching
fscations E0OR
|List enclased) 04012015
(LU 1D A
A Teragirend
1
RONGOoR

The detais can be viewed and downicaded online dinsc®y from the Government of Ghhatlisgarh e-Proosremend Portal hitps:feproc opstaie gay in fom
15-03-J025 10,18 Hawrs [IST] arwands

For mone lals on Tha lendes Bnd Bidddmg procsss yoll My plests vall the abavementioneid ponal

NOTE:

1 Al sigbisfrisresied oonfrachers are mardated 1o get snrolisd on s-Proouremen| portal

1 Conirsciorn can cordact Help Oesl lor ey clamficaiion of ek doulils reganing e process of Elsciianic Procursment Sysiers Help Desh @l Tol
Fres Mo 1EO025A7S02 o Fcigh Efmal 1D helpded b sprocfcgawan gov.in

1 Corrgerdum and Armerdmaent for abavws NIT shall ot Be mesed saperabaly in newapapers ard comechon of any, »oild be puSiahed on sebahs
onry

i Preyscn! docurnent should be esseniially submsibed by Hegalamsd Ioe | Gpesd Fosl only

&  Couler Darices srdd et means ore ol atcepisd For MWoes Detals pleass coemioad BT defain

A Conlact Mo B0 TR0

E amcidivw E rogprnss
MUNICIFAL CORPORATION, RASUR (C G )

Clean City, Grean City, Dream City

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI

Empanelment of Private Hospitals/Diagnostic centers

Natice No. : HiTie-UP/Pvt. HospitalDRH/MLDT/2025
Date: 18.02.2025

Chief Medical Superintendent, Divisional Raillway Hospital,
Malda, Eastern Railway cordially invites "EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST™ (EOI) from the owner of Private Hospitals /
Diagnostic center (NABH & NABL) for their empanaliment with
(1) Divisional Railway Hospital, Eastern Railway, Malda,
(2) Health Unit, Sahibganj / Eastern Railway and (3) Health
Unit, Bhagalpur/Eastern Railway, who are willing to provide
cashless treatment and pathologicall Radiological investigation
including MRV CT Scan / PET Scan & Haemodialisys to the
Railway Beneficiaries on referral in emergency situation on
CGHS/Kolkata Rates List. The owner of the private Hospital(s)
needs to apply within 21 (twenty-one) days from the date of
pubiication of the advertisement in newspapers of (West Bengal,
Jharkhand and Bihar) India.

The willing Private Hospital(s)/Diagnostic centers should
have accredited by NABH/NABL and well equipped and
registered with Govt. of West Bengal or Jharkhand or Bihar.
For detaill mandatory conditions please follow the link altached
below : er.indianrailways.gov.in — Divisions —» Malda —»
Departments —+ Medical —» EOI (Expression of Interest)

The contract will be valid for 02 years subject lo selection of
the pnvate hospital{s) ocbserving all procedures as per Railway
Board guidelines time o ime

The EOI with all necessary documents containing of registration
cartificale experience with signature of the owner of the private
hospital duly signed on every page must be sant through Indian
Postal Service in the sealed envelope to the office of The
Chief Medical Superintendent, Divisional Railway Hospital,
Eastern Railway, Jhaljhalia, Maida, PIN-732102.

Chief Medical Superintendent,
Divisional Rallway Hospital, Malda

Follow us at ‘.! ﬁ&ﬂ!mmimr;; @easternrailwayheadquarter

epaper.thestatesman.com

Naveenikaran HKarkhana,

under mantionad work-

Mote: Comigendum &nd sddendem, F any, will be pubBshed onbing ol
hetps:ilepret. punjab.govin
GATP-O7/25
(@) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open Tender No.: JHS-RCHNK-M-AFL-24-25-16
E-Tenders are invited by Chiel Workshop Manager, Rail Coach
Jhansi from experienced and/or
interested contractors on behalf of the President of India for the

Provvigkon for AMO for Farklints and Platform Trucks

Eq:.t af 'ﬁlm_h .
T 48 26 612.06/- (Including GST)

Bid Security
T 88,500/-

Time of completion
Twanty Four Months |

wialbis/ls www, lreps.gov.in,

Online tender closing date and time: 13.03.2025 01 11.00Hrs, |
Retalled information aboul ender and tender format s avalable &

328125 FA

9 Norh central raliways |

CFFICE OF TIHE
FASTHIN MENMNIPFUR ZILLA PARISEAD
ARRIDCED MOTICE TEVITING TEXTER
Miotice Ioviting Tender is hereby called from
resnmeefil and eligille Contraciors for
shove NWIT(s), Ioiending buddes ooy
downbond fender dotunsents of  PMDUN-
STV 8 by 10202425, FINSMIZ4-2%
{Mod cally & 222020240-2% (dch oall) Gaam @

procurement portal Boay 20,02 2029 w | 0-00
M b 37002025 gite 1R 00 Homs Fou
detngls viall e=progurensend pocisl af Gost

wiehmite www whbienders gov in

5d'- District Engrees

Paschim Medmpor Zills Panshed

Mlewmm Mo~ TI5 3 1 A (O APt Wedimpa
el - 1003 A0

 EASTE

N RAILWAY
Tandar Notice No. : ELD-125-WC-0T-
174-24, dated 18.02.2025. E-londor =
it by Sr. Divisional Elsciricsl Engerno:
{TRL), Easlorm Ralhway, dih fioos, Ball Yatn
Mewad, naar Howrah Stakan, Hoswrakh-T11
101 againsl Tendor No, ELD-125-WE-0T-
17A-24 far tha odlowing work © Name of
iha work with its location : OHE modificns
tion in connection wilh constrection of
bypass lins al Nalhatl in bebwasan Chatra
station and Takipur station in Howrah
Divinlon of Eastorm Rallway. Approx. cosl
of the work : T 510,85 4063 50, Earmosi
Monay 'BlidSecurity to be deposited :
T 405 20-, Cost of teander form : NIL
Complation pariod of the work : 18
[Eighboen) months fram the dabe of Esuae
of LO#, Tendaer Closing Date & Time :
15,00 hrs. on 12032025, Opaning of
tondar: Tendar will be opaned 3t any Bhe
afer cicsing of bender. Tendesers may visl
wabisite www. reps.gov.in for full detsdl
descriplionispacification of the lenders and
subirmd [Fair Bad cnling. Manus! offeds are
nol aflowed againal [his landar and any
manial offar i1 receiwved shall nol be
accogiad and will ba summanly reyecied

(HWH-E1 1 20248-25]

Tonder Notles fa alao avallablo al vebsies
SN S JOCH g g
Follow us ot : [l @EasternRailway

Ki@easternrailwayheadquarter

| @cPRONCA EEE www.ncr indlanrailways govin

N RAILWAY
Fallgwing & Tender |18 invitad onlihe by
Diwvisional Ralway Manager. Eastern
Raiberay, Howrah, DRM Bullding, mear
Habway Stabon, Howrah-7f11101 (1o the
purmdiction of 8r. DEMNM/Howrah) fram
Tandemers having axperlence ol Similar
Motura of work and required Financial
capabiliias Rcluding Ihosse Reglsbised wilh
IrrigationCPYWINSEBMES or any pubdic
smcior undortaking for thi lollowing work
Bi. No. 1. NIT No, J28_2024-28, dated
18.02.2025, Description of work :
(i} Improvemanl aind pRoVISIoN of armenieas
for Divyangan Passengar, [mprondmsn|
of wilets and provislon af slgnags in the
section of AEMLiluah & {il) Replacemmen
of old and ovaraged OFC Contatnar with
Mew OFC Room over Howrah Divisian
(Phama-l). Approx Cost: T 2 48, 19.474.24
Earnest Money @ ¢ 2 74 100/-. 81, No. 2,
HIT Mo, 346 _3034-I5, dated 18.02. 2025,
Description of work ; Drainags imjrove-
it weorkos for walder logging subwanyLHS
ciudieg shed work n the LHS approschiss
i Bl to Honghly & Tarakeswar branch
undedr AEN/Liluah, Approx Cast:
P2 04 35 927 80 Earnest Money :
P 252 200 Cost of Tender Form : Mil
for both. Completion Period @ (06) S
ot for boti. In case the dale of closing
renfored n e Nobce Inviieng Tender is
deciared a holiday/bandhistrike on any
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Many of the
Trump
acdministration’s
cactions directly
challenge the
US Congress’
‘pPower of the
RUrse’, says
ZACHARY PRICE

ecause of the Trump adminis-

tration’s efforts to cut staff and

spending, Congress’ “power of

the purse” hasbeenin the news
lately. Many of these actions have been
challenged in court.

I’'m a law professor who has written
about Congress’ power of the purse
and some of the legal and constitutional
issues that surround it. Here’s a brief
explanation of the concept — and of
why you should care about it.

Under the U.S. Constitution, Congress
holds what’s commonly called the
“power of the purse.” Congress, in other
words, holds the authority to control
government expenditures.

Concretely, Congress may enactlaws
that raise revenue through taxes and
import duties, and it may also spend
money for “the common Defence and
general Welfare,” terms in the Constitution
that are understood to cover almost
any spending that Congress thinks is a
good idea.

The Constitution, however, provides
that “[n]Jo Money shall be drawn from
the Treasury, but in Consequence of
Appropriations made by Law.” Because
of this clause, officials may not spend
any government money unless a statute
“appropriates,” or makes available,
specific funds for the relevant purpose.

Although the Constitution forbids
any appropriation for the Army that
lasts longer than two years, Congress
can choose in other contexts whether
to provide an appropriation permanently
or only for a prescribed length of time.
Some benefits programmes such as
Social Security today have permanent
appropriations, but most government
agencies receive funds for their operations
for just a year at a time.

Why does all of this matter?

ngthelegis
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Historically, the British Parliament’s
control over government funds created
a powerful check on the crown, and
Parliament developed the practice of
annual appropriations to ensure that it
would always have leverage over royal
policy.

Reflecting this history, James Madison,
the fourth presidentand aleading figure
in the Constitutional Convention, wrote
in the Federalist Papers that the power
of the purse was “the most complete
and effectual weapon with which any
constitution can arm the immediate
representatives of the people, for
obtaining a redress of every grievance,

and for carrying into effect every just
and salutary measure.”

This sort of leverage over policy still
matters. American presidents today
exercise vast powers. Over time, Congress
has conferred extensive regulatory
authorities on administrative agencies
that operate under the president’s
supervision.

Congress has also established alarge
Army, Navy, and Air Force over which
the president is commander in chief.
Presidents, moreover, have claimed the
power to employ these armed forces in
significant ways even without a declaration
of war or other specific authorization

from Congress.

Congress’ power of the purse gives
itasayin how these powers are exercised.
If Congress doesn’tlike what an admin-
istrative agency is doing, it can cut its
budget or deny funds for enforcing
certainregulations-somethingit does
regularly.

Likewise, Congress can deny funds
for certain military operations orimpose
constraints on military activities —some-
thing it also does with some regularity.
In the 1970s, Congress helped end the
Vietnam War in part by withholding
appropriations for military activities in
Indochina.
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Annual appropriations also give rise
to the frustrating phenomenon of gov-
ernment “shutdowns”: Ifannual funding
runs out before Congress enacts new
appropriations, government agencies
generally must halt operations.

On the whole, however, annual
appropriations continue to serve
much the same purpose in the United
States that they did in Britain: They
provide a potent check on the executive
branch.

Given how strong this check is, it
may not be surprising that presidents
have sought ways to get around it.

Based on debatable legal claims,

President Barack Obama continued
certain health insurance subsidies under
the Affordable Care Act even after
Congress denied appropriations for
them. President Joe Biden attempted
massive student debt relief without
clear authority from Congress. Courts
blocked both those actions, but now
the new Trump administration has
adopted several controversial policies
that implicate Congress’ power of the
purse.

Ontheonehand, the administration
has apparently offered many federal
employees nine months of paid leave if
they agree to resign from federal service.
But the legal basis for these offers is
unclear, and it may be that no current
appropriation by Congress provides
funds for them.

On the other hand, the administration
has attempted to “pause” certain gov-
ernment spending, even though existing
appropriations made by Congress may
require at least some of this spend-
ing.

These actions could violate not only
Congress’ constitutional power of the
purse but also specific statutes that
Congress has enacted to reinforce its
constitutional power.

The buyout offers could violate a
law called the Anti-Deficiency Act that
makes itunlawful, and sometimes crim-
inal, for government officials to commit
to spending money without an appro-
priation providing the necessary funds.

For their part, the pauses could
violate a 1974 law called the Impoundment
Control Act that generally forbids the
government from delaying or withholding
spending that Congress has mandated.
Courts are now considering challenges
to these actions based on these laws
and other issues.

Trump may be hoping that Congress
will cure anylegal problems by ratifying
these actions after the fact in its next
round of appropriations legislation.
Butif Trumpisindeed defying Congress’
spending laws and yet faces no conse-
quences, his actions could chip away
at Congress’ authority to check presi-
dential policies in the future through
its spending choices.

James Madison would nothave been
pleased.

(The writer is Associate Professor of Law,
University of California College of the Law, San
Francisco. This article was published on
www.theconversation.com)

Changing laws to curb dissent

When laws
meaant to curb
lies are used as
political tools,
the cure can bhe
worse than the
disease, says
ASAD BAIG.

he date was 22 June 2016, just

past 11am. Moving through the

hallways of Pakistan’s Parliament

House and ascending the stair-
case, we arrived at one of the rooms
where the Senate Standing Committee,
chaired by then senator Shahi Syed,
was set to convene.

Earlier that month, civil society had
petitioned the Senate highlighting the
perils of the proposed Prevention of
Electronic Crimes (Peca) Bill, 2016, a
law that despiteits stated intent carried
far-reachingimplications for press free-
dom and digital rights. Inresponse, the
committee had summoned the petitioners
to hear their concerns.

Despite our repeated warnings, the
government representatives defended
the bill, subtly yet pointedly accusing
us of everything from aligning with
extremists to pushing a foreign agenda,
narratives all too familiar to those advo-
cating for media and digital freedoms
in Pakistan.

Less than 18 months later, Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, now on the
receiving end of the very law his gov-
ernment had championed, publicly
condemned the arrest of his party’s
activists over their social media posts,
proving our concerns valid.

Little did we know the story would
repeatitselfin 2022 when Imran Khan’s
party, which had previously allied with
us in demanding reforms to the Peca
bill in 2016, would not only abandon
those calls but also strengthen the law
through an ordinance, making defamation
a non-bailable offence.

Albert Einstein famously equated
insanity with repeating the same actions
while expecting different results. While
his words weren’t specifically about
politics, they fit the situation well. Time
and again, governments enact policies

thinking they will work in their favour,
only to later find themselves trapped
by the very measures they once cham-
pioned.

The recent amendment to the Peca
Act, 2016, is yet another attempt at
proving Einstein right, this time by a
political party that once fiercely opposed
a far milder version of expression-
related criminalisation when it was
promulgated through an ordinance by
the former government.

The Pecaamendments take a decisive
step towards tightening control over
digital expression. Section 26(A) crim-
inalises the dissemination of “false
information” that could cause fear or
unrest, with penalties of up to three
years in prison or a Rs 2 million fine,
though what qualifies as ‘false’ remains
conveniently vague.

A new Social Media Regulation and
Protection Authority will have broad
discretion to block or remove content,
raising concerns about selective enforce-
ment. Meanwhile, FIA’s Cybercrime

Wing is being replaced by the National
Cyber Crime Investigation Agency,
expanding the government’s oversight
of online spaces.

Critics argue these changes could
be used to curb dissent rather than
protect digital integrity but beyond the
risk of Peca being weaponised against
dissent, one might wonder, what’s
wrong with legislating against ‘fake
news’? After all, disinformation is a
pressing global issue, shaping narratives,
fuelling unrest, and inciting violence.

Whether it is the viral spread of fab-
ricated rape allegations in Punjab or
sensational claims of another ‘Jallianwala
Bagh massacre’ in Islamabad, misin-
formation can have real-world conse-
quences. So much so that the World
Economic Forum has labelled disin-
formation a major global threat, warning
that it has the potential to destabilise
societies and erode democratic insti-
tutions. The simple answer is: when
laws meant to curb falsehoods are
vague, selectively enforced, or wielded

as political tools, the cure can often be
worse than the disease.

Firstly, criminalising ‘misinformation’
is a dangerous precedent, effectively
handing governments the power to
dictate truth. The first question is: who
defines ‘fake news’? When the state
assumes thisrole, laws meant to combat
disinformation often become tools to
suppress dissent and silence criticism.
Vague definitions mean entire forms
of speech, including satire, political
commentary, even fiction could be
criminalised. Would Orwell’s 1984 be
banned for portraying state repression?
Would a journalist questioning official
claims facelegal action? Imagine being
ajournalist or an opinion maker in the
USinthelead-up to the Iraqwar, calling
the government’s narrative of weapons
of mass destruction ‘fake news’.

Opinions could also potentially fall
under such vague laws. A columnist
writing that government policies are
responsible for worsening inflation
despite official claims of economic
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stability could be accused of spreading
false information that incites panic. A
climate activist arguing that the gov-
ernment isn’t doing enough to combat
environmental degradation could be
charged for undermining public confi-
dence in government’s policies. When
truth becomes a legal matter, the line
between fact and opinion is erased,
leaving room for targeting journalistic
expression and silencing dissentunder
the guise of ‘combating misinforma-
tion’.

Secondly, and importantly, legislating
against fake newsisn’tjustadangerous
precedent, it’s a futile exercise and a
waste of time and resources. Misinfor-
mation isn’t a legal problem; it is a
societal and technological challenge
rooted in education, media literacy,
and evolving digital landscapes. When
governments attempt to tackle misin-
formation through legal frameworks,
they often end up creating laws that
are either ineffective or dangerously
broad, leading to selective enforcement

rather than
genuine
accountabil-
ity.
Misinfor-
mation has
always been
part of the
political dis-
course, media
narratives, and
even casual con-
versations. The digital
agehasonlyaccelerated
its spread. Criminalisation
does not stop falsehoods, it simply
shifts the power of defining ‘truth’.
History shows that official ‘truths’ are
often rewritten with time, and what is
dismissed as fake news today can become
an accepted fact tomorrow. One could
also say, if misinformation were truly a
criminal matter, then governments
themselves would be among the biggest
offenders.

More so, investigating and prosecuting
misinformation requires legal teams,
enforcement mechanisms, and regulatory
bodies, all of which divert funds from
far more pressing issues like actual
cybercrime and cybersecurity threats.
Such laws often serve as box-checking
exercises, allowing governments to
claim they are taking action against
disinformation while doing little to
address its root causes. Laws cannot
change the fact that people will continue
to believe and spread false information,
especially when their trust in institutions
is already low.

The most effective way to combat
misinformation is through stronger
media literacy programmes, independent
fact-checking bodies, and transparent
access toinformation. Awell-informed
publicis far more resilient to fake news
than a society where truth is dictated
bylegal authority. Existing civil defamation
laws already provide an avenue for
those seeking recourse against claims
of reputational damage or tangible
harm. Strengthening these frameworks
ensures accountability without dis-
couraging discourse. But when gov-
ernments choose censorship over edu-
cation, they are not fighting misinfor-
mation, they are fighting free speech.

(The writer is the founder of Media Matters for
Democracy.)
Dawn/ANN.
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ISL:Jamshedpur FCtakeon Mohammedan

Sporting,aimtoinchclosertosecondspot

Currentlyatthethird positiononthepointstable, JFCareaimingto finishtheleaguestageonahighnote

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 19 FEBRUARY

Jamshedpur FC will aim to
reduce the gap with second-
placed FC Goa when they
face bottom-placed
Mohammedan Sporting Club
at the Kishore Bharati Kri-
rangan in Kolkata in an Indian
Super League (ISL) clash on
Thursday.

The Red Miners are third
in the points table with 34
points from 20 matches.

However, they have ended
up losing thrice in their pre-
vious five encounters.

They are currently five
points behind FC Goa.

Their away formhasbeen
concerning, having faced six
defeats on the road, but
Mohammedan SC have not
really optimised their home
advantage either.

In fact, the Kolkata-based
side are presently on a four-
game-longlosing streak and
have garnered just 11 points
from their 20 games until
now, with both of their wins
coming away from home.

In the reverse fixture, the
Khalid Jamil-coached team
had clinched a convincing
3-1 win, and they will have
to iron out their offensive
concerns, having gone score-
less in their previous two out-
ings, to repeat that feat.

Another game without a
goal would see them go three
encounters without finding
the back of the net for the
first time since December
2022.

Mohammedan Sporting
Club, on the other hand, eye
their firstwin in 11 attempts
athome-having drawn thrice
and lost seven times in their
backyard this season.

Jamshedpur FC are real-
istically chasing a second-
placed finish, but they trail
FC Goa (39) by five points.
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Endingup in the second spot
will see them qualify directly
for the semi-finals and not
participate in the one-legged
knockout, but they cannot
afford to drop any more points
hereon for that.
Mohammedan SC have
given away seven goals to
substitutes in ISL 2024-25,
with only Chennaiyin FC (8)
having conceded more. This
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shortcoming could prove
costlyifJamshedpur FC banks
on their bench strength for
the game.

Mohammedan SC have
struggled up front this season,
but the 23-year-old is their
joint-highest scorer with two
goals.

He has also produced 17
goal-scoring opportunities
and averaged 18 passes per
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game at 76 per cent accura-
Cy.

Jamshedpur FC have con-
ceded 19 goals in away fixtures,
which is their joint-worst
defensive record in a single
ISL season (matching the
2019-20 campaign).

Theywill take respite from
Mohammedan SC being the
least-scoring team (10) of the
campaign.
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Mohammedan SC’s Indian
assistant coach Mehrajuddin
Wadoo praised Jamshedpur
FC and the season they had
had so far.

“We know Jamshedpur
FC have performed well this
season. It’s not going to be
an easy game for us, but we
are going to try our best to
put our best foot forward,”
he said.

Jamshedpur FC’s head
coach Khalid Jamil assured
that his side is committed to
getting a win from this game
away against Mohammedan
SC.

“It's an away game. We
need to get a positive result.
Everyone is working hard
and the team needs to con-
tinue doing that moving for-
ward,” he said.

Hero WPGT: Shweta Mansingh
takesone-shotleadatterthirdleg

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, 19 FEBRUARY

Shweta Mansingh, who has
more than once come close
to winning her maiden title
on the Hero Women’s Pro
Golf Tour, putherselfin pole
position after the first round
of the third leg of the Hero
Women’s Pro Golf Tour 2025
atthe Poona Club Golf Course.

Shweta shot 2-under 69
and took a one-shot lead
over Sneha Singh and Vani
Kapoor, who carded 1-under
70 each. Experienced Neha
Tripathi (71) was tied third
with Hitaashee Bakshi, winner
of the Hero OOM last year,
but making her first start
this season, who opened
with abogeybut closed with
a birdie for a round of 71.

Four players Amandeep
Drall, Kriti Chowhan, Shagun
Narain and Vidhatri Urs were
tied for sixth place with scores
of 1-over 72 each. Seher Atwal
(73) was tied for tenth with
the top amateur of the day,
Saanvi Somu.

Shweta, who was tied for
second with Sneha in Leg

16 of the 2023 season at
TNGF, was also tied for second
earlier at Leg 15 of the 2021
season at RCGC. Shweta,
whois based out of Gurugram,
dropped an early bogey on
the second, but she made
up with three birdies in four
holes between the fourth
and the seventh. She turned
in 2-under and added another
birdie on the 10th to go three-
under. A late bogey on the
Par-5 18th hole pulled her
back as she finished at 2-
under 69. Sneha, winner of
the second Leg this season,
had one bogey on Par-5 but
made up with birdies on the
10th and the 13th to ensure
she was under par for the
day. Vani Kapoor, who was
runner-up behind Sneha in
the second leg, saw all the
action on the front nine with
one bogey on the third and
birdies on the fourth and
the ninth. She parred the
entire back nine. Neha Tri-
pathi’s four birdies were
undone by two bogeys and
a double bogey, while
Hitaashee Bakshi had two
each of birdies and bogeys.

FIHProLeague: Indiaride Gurjant Singhstriketobeat Germany

AGENCIES
BHUBANESWAR, 19 FEBRUARY

Indiawon their second match
in the FIH Hockey Pro League
2024-25 (Men) season after
beating World Champions
Germany 1-0 on Wednesday.

Gurjant Singh scored the
onlygoal of the match asIndia
climbed to seventh in the
standings. It was a good
response from India after they
had succumbed to a 4-1 loss
to Germany on Tuesday. The
Indian defence, marshalled
by Captain Harmanpreet Singh,
putinasolid displaytosecure
animportantwin. After abright
start, India took the lead four
minutes into the match as
GurjantSingh scored inback-
to-back matches. Rajinder
Singh sent the ball into the
circle hoping for Mandeep
Singh to putitinto goal. Man-
deep’s effort was saved by
Alexander Stadler but the Ger-
man goalkeeper did not clear
the loose ball away. An
unmarked Gurjant dove in to
sweep the ball into the empty
goal.

India deployed a half-court

pressas theylooked to protect
theirlead and pounce on any
German mistakes. Germany
nearly got the equaliser as
Thies Prinz showcased his
incredible 3D skills tobeathis
markers. Krishan Bahadur
Pathak stood tall and swatted
away Prinz’s attempt before
Florian Sperling scooped the
loose ball over the goal. Ger-
many won the first penalty

corner of the match with 46
secondsleftin the quarter but
Gonzalo Peillat’s drag-flick
flew wide of the goal as the
firstquarterended 1-0inIndia’s
favour.

India resorted to sitting
deeperin theirhalfand forcing
the Germans to try and find
ways to penetrate the circle.
Suraj Karkera, who replaced
Pathak in the Indian goal in

the second quarter, wasrarely
called into action.

It was India who had the
better chances from counter
attacks as Shilanand Lakra,
Nilam Sanjeep Xess and Raj
Kumar Pal tested Stadler. India
won three penalty corners in
the finalminutebut the German
defence made sure they went
into the break trailing only by
the solitary goal.

Germany began the third
quarter with more urgency
and it needed an instinctive
save from Pathak to deny Prinz
a goal in the 32nd minute.
Pathak was called into action
a couple of minutes later as
he denied Peillat a penalty
corner with asuperb save with
his foot.

India had a big chance to
double theiradvantage towards
the end ofa cagey third quarter.
However, Stadler pulled off
an incredible double save to
deny Sukhjeet Singh and Vivek
Sagar Prasad.

The Indian defence was
tested earlyin the fourth quarter
as Germany won a penalty
corner in the 46th minute.
Karkera did well to save Peillat’s
drag-flick. Indiawon a penalty
corner two minutes later but
Amit Rohidas sent his drag-
flick wide.

With time against them,
Germany upped the ante in
the final five minutes. The
World Championswon apenal-
ty corner with four minutes
togobut captain Harmanpreet
successfullyused India’s review
to reverse the decision.

Indian eves gear up for Pink
Ladies Cup clashagainst Jordan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

The senior India women’s
national football team are
back in action in the FIFA
International Window, and
are gearing up to face Jordan
in the first match of the Pink
Ladies Cup 2025 in Sharjah.
India head coach Crispin
Chettri feels his side is cur-
rently in a transitional team
and are breaking barriers by
participating in the tourna-
ment as they strive to get
better. “It’s a transitional
phase for the team, where
we have brought in a lot of
new players. We are all willing
to suffer for the overall good
of the team. I thinkit’simpor-
tant to support and encourage
these girls because most of
them are breaking a lot of
barriers just by being here.
We must focus on the positives
right now,” said Chettri.
The Indian team landed
in Sharjah on Tuesday. The
match will kick off at the Al

Hamriya Sports Club Stadium.
India will play two more
matches against Russia and
the Korea Republic on 23
and 26 Februaryrespectively.

“Jordan have progressed
in a good way over the last
few years, but I think these
are matches that we have to
win if we want to progress,”
said Chettri. “We have a good
mix of young and experienced
players, so it will be a com-
petitive game.”

India women had a 10-
day camp in Anantapur,
Andhra Pradesh, before trav-
elling to Sharjah, where they
will have two training sessions
before their first match. The
44-year-old feels thatwomen’s
football, especially the national
team, has benefitted from
the shift to a longer Indian
Women'’s League season.

“We could only get a 10-
day camp before the Pink
Ladies Cup, but the good
thing is that the players are
already in mid-season, so
we don’t have to spend any

time on their fitness,” he
said. “We could straight away
get into working on certain
tactical areas and how to
organise as a unit.

Fullback Sanju was in
agreement with the coach.

“This is something that
we, the players, have bene-
fitted from. Playing regular
matchesis the mostimportant
thing, and we have been
doing that in the IWL. Now
that we are in the national
team, we can straight away
get into playing our system,
rather than spend time on
fitness. Every player is in
peak physical form,” she
said.

India are ranked 13th in
Asia (69th in the world), while
Jordan are 14th in the con-
tinent (74th in the world).
Chettri, however, brushed
aside talks of the difference
in rankings of the teams,
choosing instead to focus
on the fact that the Blue
Tigresses are currently going
through a transitional phase.

Cricket

CHAITANYA K. PRASAD
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

InIndia, cricketisn'tmerely a
sport what started out as a
gentleman’s gamehas turned
intoagrand festival that brings
life to a standstill, transforming
ordinary daysinto celebrations
and streets into stadiums. As
the ICC Champions Trophy
unfolds and the IPL season
beckons in 2025, the nation
once again readies itself for
this magnificent carnival of
cricket, where every match is
afestival within itself, complete
with its own rituals, heroes,
and fervent devotees. Yet,
beneath the dazzling lights
and thunderous cheers that
mark this seasonal euphoria,
a profound metamorphosis
has occurred.

From a simple bat-and-ball
game into asophisticated mar-
keting spectacle worth billion,
where every boundary, every
wicket, and every strategic
timeout is tuned not just for
sportingglory, but asaprecisely

Branding: TheICC Champion’s Trophyand IPL Mantra

calculated branding oppor-
tunity. In a country of 1.4
billion people, where cricket
flows through the veins of
every generation, we find our-
selves at a fascinating inter-
sectionwhere tradition meets
commerce, and the sacred
turfof cricket groundsincreas-
ingly resembles a canvas for
corporate storytelling.

The relationship between
cricket and branding has
evolved dramatically over the
decades. What began as modest
sponsorships on cricket boards
and team jerseys has exploded
intoan all-encompassing mar-
keting spectacle. Today, cricket
serves asamassive canvas for
brand visibility, with every
conceivable space from the
pitch to the players carrying
commercial messages. The
numbers speak for themselves:
IPL'sbrand valuehit$12 billion
in 2024, up 13 per cent from
lastyearand a giantleap from
$2 billion in 2009. IPL franchises
are thriving too, with the top
10 teams more than doubling

their combined revenue to

6,797 crore in FY24. Even
streaming platforms are cashing
in as one major OTT player
expects torakein 6,000 crore
from ads during the Champions
Trophy and IPL alone. The
IPL has revolutionized how
cricket interfaces with com-
mercial interests. Each team
has been crafted as a distinct
brand, complete with carefully
chosen colour schemes, mem-
orable anthems, and star-
studded rosters of players and
coaches. The tournament's

very identity, signalled by its
iconic trumpet call, hasbecome
abrandinitself, instantly rec-
ognizable to millions across
the nation. These elements
workin concertto create deep
emotional connections with
viewers and fans, transforming
casual watchersinto passionate
supporterswho proudly display
their team allegiances.
However, this transforma-
tionraisesimportant questions
about the balance between
sport and commerce. The
cricket field has become a

mosaic of corporatelogos and
sponsorships, ensuring that
every camera angle captures
some form ofbranded content.
Players, once celebrated purely
for their sporting prowess,
nowserve as walkingbillboards,
their jerseys and equipment
adorned with multiple sponsor
logos.

This saturation of branding
has reached a point where
some argue it distracts from
the game's essential nature.

Theglobalreach of cricket,
particularly in the digital age,
has created unprecedented
opportunities for brand engage-
ment. Modern cricket tour-
naments operate on multiple
platforms simultaneously tra-
ditional broadcasts, social
media, digital streaming, and
mobile applications. This
multi-channel presence allows
brands to craft diverse cam-
paign strategies and leverage
influencer collaborations in
ways thatwere unimaginable
in previous eras.

For commercial brands,
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cricket offers an unparalleled
platform for reaching the mass-
es. The sport's aspirational
value, particularly in India,
creates a perfect storm of vis-
ibility, engagement, and emo-
tional connection.

Youngcricketers dream of
following in the footsteps of
their heroes, while fans feel
deeply connected to their
favourite teams and players.
This emotional investment
makes cricket an incredibly
attractive vehicle for brand
messaging. The 2025 season
promises to push these bound-
aries even further. Both the
Champions Trophy and IPL
are set to showcase new
approachesto brand integra-
tion, utilizingadvanced digital
marketing interfaces and
sophisticated segmentation
strategies.

The challenge for strategic
managers lies in achieving
perfect placement and posi-
tioning of brands within this
increasingly crowded space.

Yet, thisintensive branding

carries both opportunities and
risks. While ithasundoubtedly
contributed to cricket's financial
health and global appeal,
there's a growing concern
aboutsaturation. The challenge
liesin maintaining the delicate
balance between commercial
interests and the sport's integri-
ty. Too much branding risks
alienating purists and over-
whelmingviewers, potentially
diminishing the very engage-
ment that makes cricket attrac-
tive to sponsors in the first
place. Nevertheless, cricket's
position as India's beloved
sportremains unshaken. The
anticipation surrounding India-
Pakistan matches continues
tobring the nation to astandstill,
and the IPL's twenty-over for-
mathas created itsownunique
brand of excitement. The
sport's ability to unite people,
generate passion, and create
shared experiences remains
its most valuable asset.
Lookingahead, the key for
stakeholders will be to find
innovative ways to integrate
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brands without compromising
the viewer experience. The
future of cricketbrandinglies
notjustinvisibilitybutin cre-
atingmeaningful connections
with audiences. Successful
brands will be those that
enhance rather than intrude
upon the cricket-watching
experience, adding value to
both the sportandits followers.
Aswe enter this new phase of
cricket'scommercial evolution,
it's crucial to remember that
atits heart, cricket remains a
sport that capturesimaginations
and inspires millions. While
branding and commercial
interests arenowinseparable
from modern cricket, the
game's essence—its ability to
unite, entertain, and inspire—
must always take centre stage.
The challenge for the future
willbe maintaining this delicate
balance, ensuring that the
commercial aspects of cricket
enhance rather than over-
shadowthe sporting spectacle
that continues to captivate
millions around the world.



For more updates

Former Mumbai captain
Milind Rege passes away:
Milind Rage, who returned
to captain Mumbai in
domestic cricket after suf-
fering a heart attack at 26,
passed away after a second
attack on Wednesday, days
after turning 76. He is sur-
vived by his wife and two
sons. Rege, an off-spinning
all-rounder who featured in
52 First-Class matches for
Mumbai, was part of five
consecutive Ranji Trophy
title-winning seasons. His
career was briefly cut short
due to cardiac issues but he
made a stellar comeback
into the side, and went on
to lead the Mumbai side.
During his playing career,
spanning between 1966-67
and 1977-78, Rege took 126
wickets with his right-arm
off-break bowling. He also
contributed with the bat,
scoring 1,532 runs at an
average of 23.56. Off the
field, Rege also served Mum-
bai cricket in several roles
through his career and was
also associated with the
Mumbai Cricket Association
as a cricket advisor. He was
among the first people to
spot several cricketers,
including batting legend
Sachin Tendulkar. In a social
media post, hailing the con-
tribution of Rege, Tendulkar
wrote, “Sad to hear about
Milind Rege Sir's passing. He
was a true Mumbai crick-
eter with immense contri-
butions to the city's cricket.
He and other CCl members
saw potential in me and
asked me to play for CCl,
which, as | look back now,
was a landmark moment in
my career.”

NAHID RANA ‘FOCUSED” AHEAD OF CT 2025

Ahead of Bangladesh starting their 2025 Champions
Trophy campaign against India, young fast bowler
‘Nahid Rana said the bowling group will be focused

on proper execution of their plans on pitches
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which could be great for batters to thrive.

Bangladesh will begin their Group A campaign
against India in Dubai on Thursday before fac-
ing hosts' Pakistan and New Zealand

ChampionsTrophy: Dominant Kiwis
shuffoutbravefightbyPakistan

New Zealand defeathostsby60runsintournamentopener tostart campaign withawin

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KARACHI, 19 FEBRUARY

ewZealand madea

strong start to their

Champions Trophy

campaign, defeating
hosts Pakistan by 60 runsin a
Group A clash in Karachi on
Wednesday.

Chasing a target of 321
runs, the hosts put up abrave
fight, riding halfcenturies by
Babar Azam and Khushdil
Shah along with a gutsy per-
formance by the lower-order
before the Kiwi bowlers man-
aged to dismiss them for 260
runs in 47.2 overs.

Earlier, NewZealand posted
a formidable total of 320/5.
The innings was anchored by
brilliant centuries from Will
Youngand Tom Latham, who
guided the Kiwis toa challenging
total after early setbacks.

Afterwinningthe toss, Pak-
istan opted to field first. Their
decision seemed to pay off
initiallyas spinner AbrarAhmed
struckfirst, dismissing Devon
Conway for 10 with the score
at39.Justanoverlater, Naseem
Shahremoved Kane Williamson
for a single, reducing New
Zealand to 40/2 in 8.1 overs.
The Kiwisreached 48/2 at the
end of the first powerplay.

Daryl Mitchell was the next
tofall, managingjust 10 before
beingsentback by Haris Rauf.
At 73/3 in 16.2 overs, New
Zealand wereina tricky position.
However, opener Will Young
andwicketkeeper-batter Tom

Latham steadied the innings,
forgingacrucial 118-run part-
nership. Youngled therecovery
with a century, scoring 107
off 113 balls, including 12 fours
and a six. His innings ended
when Naseem Shah struck
again, dismissing him when
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New Zealand were 191/4 in
37.2 overs. Soon after, Latham
made century, completing it
in just 95 balls. He remained
unbeaten on 118 off 104 deliv-
eries, hitting 10foursand three
sixes. Glenn Phillips provided
the finishing touch with a

quick-fire 61 off 39 balls, smash-
ing three fours and four sixes
to take New Zealand past the
300-runmark. The Kiwismade
113runsintheirlasttenovers.
Among Pakistan's bowlers,
Naseem Shahwas the standout
performer, finishingwith figures

of 2/63 in his 10 overs. Haris
Raufalso picked up twowickets
butwas expensive as he finished
with 2/83,while Abrar Ahmed
claimed one. Shaheen Afridi
hadan off day, goingwicketless
in his 10 overs, conceding 68
runs.
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AMUL DOODH PEETA HAI INDIA

Gill replaces BabarasNo.1ODI
batterahead of CT 2025 opener

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 19 FEBRUARY

The ODI rankings witnessed
amajor shake-up on the open-
ingday of the ICC Champions
Trophywith India’s Shubman
Gill and Sri Lanka’s Maheesh
Theekshana rising to the top
of the batting and bowling
charts, respectively in the
latest update released on
Wednesday. Shubman over-
took Pakistan’s Babar Azam
to rise to the top of the ODI
battingrankings while Theek-
shana took the premier position

among the ODI bowlers for
the first time by surpassing
Afghanistan tweaker Rashid
Khan.

Gill slammed two half cen-
turies and a century in the
recently-concluded home ODI
series against England, that
India won 3-0, making him
the top run-getter in the series.
He came up with scores of
87, 60 and 112 to aggregate
259runsatan average of86.33
and a strike rate of 103.60.

The next highest scorer,
Shreyas Iyer, was 78 behind
Gill with 181 runs.

Ranji Trophy: Rathod, Wadkar lead Vidarbha
fighback against Mumbaiatter top-orderwobble

AGENCIES
NAGPUR, 19 FEBRUARY

Anunbroken91-run partner-
ship between Yash Rathod
(59 batting) and Akshay Wadkar
(31 batting) helped Vidarbha
recover from a dramatic top-
order collapse as they ended
Day 3 of their Ranji Trophy
semi-final against Mumbai
at 147 for 4, extending their
overall lead to 260 runs.
After being reduced to 56
for 4, Vidarbha looked in
danger of squandering their
first-innings advantage, but
Rathod and Wadkar absorbed
immense pressure to guide
them to stumps unscathed.
Their partnership came against
a Mumbai attack that had its
tail up, especiallywith spinners
Shams Mulani and Tanush
Kotian exploiting a surface
showing increasing signs of
variable bounce and turn.
Earlier, Mumbai’s fightback
wasled bywicketkeeper-batter
Akash Anand, who displayed
remarkable resilience with a
hard-fought 106 off 256 balls.
Resumingat 188 for 7, Mum-
bai’s hopes rested on Anand,
and he delivered by forging a
crucial 69-run stand with
Tanush Kotian (33) for the
eighth wicket. Anand, who
had opened the innings and
remained on the field through-
out, was eventually dismissed
as the ninth batter out. His
effort was instrumental in

reducingMumbai’s deficitas
theywere bowled outfor 270,
conceding a 113-run first-
inningslead to Vidarbha. Left-
arm spinner Parth Rekhade,
who had rattled Mumbai on
Day 2, returned to take the
key wicket of Kotian before
thelower orderfolded quick-
ly.

With a significant lead,
Vidarbha’s second innings
began on a disastrous note
as Shardul Thakur struck sec-
ond ball, removing Atharva
Taide right before the tea
break. Danish Malewar (29)
provided some fluency but
fell to Mulani, chipping one
back while attempting a flick
against the turn.

Vidarbha’s troubles deep-
ened when Karun Nair and
Dhruv Shorey fell in quick
succession, both trapped
Ibw—Nair to Mulani and
Shorey to Kotian—as the
Mumbai spinners made full
use of the wearing pitch. At
56 for4, the match was evenly
poised, with Mumbai sensing
an opportunity to claw back
into the contest. However,
Rathod and Wadkar ensured
Vidarbha finished the day on
top with a determined stand
thatblunted a tiring Mumbai
attack. Rathod, registering his
second fifty-plus score in the
match, played with composure,
while Wadkar's gritty 102-ball
stay frustrated the visitors.

Meanwhile in Ahmedabad,

Priyank Panchal’s magnificent
unbeaten 117 off 200 balls to
lead Gujarat’s strongresponse
to Kerala’s imposing first-
innings total of 457. At 222
for 1 at stumps on Day 3,
Gujarat now trails by just 235
runs, with the experienced
opener firmly anchoring their
chase. Panchal’s knock was
the centerpiece of Gujarat’s
resilient batting display, ensur-
ing they stayed in control
heading into a crucial Day 4
ofthe Ranji Trophy semifinal.

Gujarat’s openers
approached the innings with
aclear game plan—maximise
scoring while the pitch
remained benign. Kerala,
banking on early break-
throughs, opened with off-
spinner Jalaj Saxena, setting
an attacking field with a silly
point and leg slip, expecting
turn.

However, the rollers used
before play had settled the
surface, neutralizingmuch of
the assistance the spinners
had hoped for.

Taking fulladvantage, Pan-
chaland Aarya Desai stitched
together a 131-run opening
stand, playing fluent drives
and accumulating runs clev-
erly—particularly through the
vacant third-man region.

Aarya, standing tall and
elegant, played with confidence
against Kerala’s experienced
spinners, reaching his half-
century off 82 balls. However,

hisinningswas cutshortwhen
Basil N.P. got one to angle
across, forcinganinside-edge
onto the stumps. Dismissed
for 57, Aarya’s knock laid the
foundation Gujarat needed.
Losing his partner didn’t
slow Panchal down. He took
over the scoringmantle, cutting
anything outside off-stump
with precision. Arare moment
of luck saw him survive an
outside edge at 78, as the ball
pierced the gap between the
wicketkeeper and slip.
However, there was no
stopping him as he lofted
Aditya Sarwate over theropes
to reach his 29th First-Class
century, Panchal let out a
deafening roar, celebrating
an innings of grit, patience,
and class. His teammatesrose
in applause, acknowledging
their skipper’s invaluable
knock. WithManan Hingrajia
(30 batting off 108) providing
steady support, Gujarat nego-
tiated the tricky final phase
without further damage. Both
batters survived close calls,
with edges falling just short
of the slip cordon, but they
ensured that only one wicket
fell all day—a testament to
their control over the innings.
Earlier, Kerala’s plans to
extend their total past 500
suffered an immediate blow,
as Chintan Gajastruckin just
the fourth over, cleanbowling
Aditya Sarwate to reach his
200th First Class wicket.
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MARKETING MANAGER - ADVERTISEMENT

v Candidate should be graduate. Well conversant in

Media Marketing and sales.
Minimum 10 - 15 years experience.
 Must have experience in print media inaustry with good
rapport with the Clients and Advt. Agencies.
«+ Candidate from other industries with hardcore sales
experience may also apply.

MARKETING EXECUTIVES - ADVERTISEMENT

v Candidate should be graduate. Well conversant in Media

Marketing and sales,

Minimum 3 - § years experience,
Must have experience in print media industry with good
rapport with the Clients and Advt, Agencies,
i Candidate from other industries with hardcore sales
experience may also apply.

MARKETING EXECUTIVE - CIRCULATION

v Must have experiance in print media industry with good rapport
with the trade and trade partners
Candidate from other industries with hardcore sales experience

may also apply.

Must have experience in selling to institutional clients like hotels/

schools/colleges/ institutes / corporates.
» Candidate should have minimum experience of 3-5 years in selling

products to the channel partners/customers & institutions.

EDUCATION

we Minimum Graduation in any discipline.

Last date of submitting
application: 28-02-2025
Mail your CV mentioning the
post at hr@thestatesman.com

Send your CV to: Gobinda Mukherjee
The Statesman Ltd. 4, Chowringhee
Square, Kolkata=-70000]
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