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The Voice of a Changing Region

MIDDLE EAS

Gaza truce in the balance as
[srael threatens to resume war

Eeyvpt “has plan for enclave’s future, Jordan's king says, talks to be held in Saudi Arabia

AFP, Reuters Carn City

The fragile truce In Gaza
was hanging by a thread
on Tuesday after Israel and
Hamas traded accusations
and Benjamin Netanyahu
threatened o resmmne

Lthe war that has alreads
devastaled the Palestindan
enclave,

Hamas halted the latest
of Israell hostages doe
on Siturday, the Israch prime
minister sawd the war would
restart if Hamas did not retum
its captives. “The ceasefire will
o™ he sald amd the Israeli
army  wolldd “resuame  Inltense
highting until Hamas is decisively
diefeated.”

Donald Trumgp’s latest
commienls raiscd tensions farther.
The dust had not settled on the US
presidents bombshell plan Last
week o expel Gazn's reskdents
andl redevelop the enciave whien
Trump then said that displaced
Palestinians would have no righit
ter retarn to the territory.

He followesd] that up with a

Al
1 e

ceEaselire ultim@aium to Haamas, “I0

all of the hostages aren't redurmed
by Saturday 12 o'clock T woulkd say
cancel it, all bets are off, and let
hill break out,.” Tromp said
Trumps threat was backed
up by far-right extremist Lsrael
minlster Bezalel Smotrich. “Cud
ol electriciny
humanianan aid ..
gates of hell.” he said.
senior Hamas  official Sami
Abu  Zohrl o osaid: “Trump
must remember that there s

| /ieBriet

"LEBANON CABINET

President Joseph Aoun has
told ministers in Lebanon's new
povernment that their “loyalty
must be to the state alone” P8

~ ENERGY WEEK

Thousands of industry leaders
andd policymakers g
Nesy' Deelhua lor I::nlIJl [-.11|.L|:_L

Week 2025 where they will be
discussing energy access. P8

INVESTMENT LEAF

Investments totaling 51.7%
billion marked the thind

dav of the LEAP 20085 Tech
Conference in Rivadh, P

;|r|4| Wiler, =jap
opn  the

Bl L

President Donald Trump groets
Jaordan’s King Abdullah at the
White House on Tuesdoy, AF

st be
respected by both parties. The
language of threats has no value
and further compdicates matters.”

Trump repeated his Gaza plan
talks at the White House

dfl agEreemnieni Uit

ERLIFETE

om Tuesday with King Abduliah
of Jordan. “"We're going to take
it. We're going to hold it, we're
gring 1o cherish it, We're
i el i polng eventually”

The king has already repecled
the Trump plan, but would ot be
drawn on the issue in the White
House, “The point & how 10 make
this work ina way' that s grod] for

g
e el

2 &

We're going o lnke il
We're poing do hobd i,
we're Foing tocherish
L YWe're poing (o get
i zoing eventually.

Donald Trump
|_|!- = I'_-'Il

¥ i "'|.

.r_.-.i'Ll:'-l-'l

evervbody” e sad Exmyvpt was
waorking on proposals for (raza's
future, the king said. “Lets wail
until the Egyvpdians can coame and
preseril i bio e |IF'I'T-.'iI‘|I'IIl W will
et I Sanch Arada to discuss that”

*Related reports S oo
* Qpndon: Caama Al- !hn.rh"
& Yousl Mokelberg ' i

EXHIBITION

since 1975

ATIA MENACE
L Nman
in Yemen
diesin
Houthi
caplivily

AFP Aautors

An employvee of the UNSs World
Food Prosrammse has died while
being held captive by the Houthi
mdlitka in Yemen, the agency said
ol Tuescay,

The man, kKentified
as  Ahmed, was
detained by local authorities
since 23 January,” it said.

“A devoted humanitarian and
father of two, he played a crucial
roble In our messlon o delive
lilesaving Assi=tance,”
apency chicl Cindy MoCain said.

The Houthis have arrested ai
beast 24 staff from the UN and
i her

only
“nrhitrarily

{eweai]

humanitarian CREARN-
zations, mast of them  sinoe
June 2024 In January alone,
the militia detalned efeht UN
workers, inclucding six in s
stromghold in the northern Saada
region. On  Monday, the UN
suspended its activities in Saada.

The Houthis claimed the Jumse
alress mchuded "an Amerpcan-
Israch spy network” operating
under the cover of humanitarian
organizations —  allegations
emphaticallv rejected by the UN
Human Rights Ofice.

The militia have controlled
most popiilated paris of Yemen
including  the capilal Sanaa,
SINCE SCIZINE PoweT 1 & Coup in
20014 andl early 2015.

Yemen has been the focus
of ome of the worlds largest
fuimanilaran operalions dunng |
decade of cival war that disrmapted
food supplies. The Workd Food
Programme peoviced asseslanoe
to 153 millon people, nearly 50
percent of the population, in 20235

World ‘needs new pulluea on artificial intelligence

Many fear the future because progress is so fast, government conference in Dubai told

Arab News |

World governments must work
toeether to create ethical policics
on new  technolories such as
artificial intellipence so they can
siopve humankind, a conference
in the UAE heard on Tuesday,
"What we are secing today ..
i5 mot enough,” World Economic
Forum chief Rlaus Schwahb

tadel those attending the Warlcd
Crovertments Summil i Dubal
“We neod a coorchinated giobal
process o make sure that those
lechnologmies are constructive,

Krigtalina
Georgleva, the
Intarmaticnal
Monetnry
Fund's
managing
director,
spoaks as
moderntor
Richard Quuast
listems during
asesslon at
the World
Gevermments
Summit |n
Db, Resufarg

“"Many people are afraid
of the fMtore because the
progress is so fast. Not under-
standing new technologices
can create fear. It is our job to
educate and allow people to
understand this technology, so
it 1% not Tedred,”

hristalina (FeOrgicva.
managing director of the Inter
national Monetary Fund, told
the conference that  artificlal
intelligence was “already hke a
tsunami hitting the labor marked
in advanced cconomies.”

ahe =aml “Sixty

percent of

pobs over the next period of time

will edther enhance and become
more productive, or transformed
or climinated.”

Detallad coverage *

2 Rivals = Yol. L.
Mo, B8 16 |mr_.ﬂl'!|
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Today we take a new step with our partners
in the International Olympic Committee in 8%
adopting the Esports Olympics roadmap.  §%
We look forward to welcoming the workd to
the home of major sporting evenls.
Prinoe Abduloziz bin Turki Al-Falsod

S dpoiis feitkete
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Inspiring Talk

D, Khaled Ghattas is delivering
a talk, *More Than a Stary” thai
encourages people to reflect on

life and learn patience when fac-

ing challenges. 11 takes place on

Fiely, 13, Tickets are available on
jeddah platinumiist net.

AlUla

Tuneful times

Traditonal and modem Arahic
s will Bdend beavgibhally af

Majpda ElFRoumi™s concert on Feh,

|4, Visit experiencealula.com for
tickets and further mformeation.

1 heRegiste

ISter

he Islamic Military Coun-
ter-Termorism Coalition and
the UN Office of Counter-
Terrorism signed a memo-
randum of understanding in New
York to bolster international efforts

against terrorism and promote global
security and stability.

The coalition was represented
by secretary-general Mal Gen.
Mohammed Al-Moghedi, and the UN
office by under-scoretary-

general Vindimir Voronkowy.

The Moll aims 1o unify eforts in
addressing terrorist threats in line
with the regulations of hoth parties,
the Saudi Press Agpency meported
on Tuesday,

Irn’{fg’s

[Om

According to the General
Entertainment Awthority, the
number of visitors o Rivadh
Season has reached 19 million

since its launch in Oetober,
Sauddl Press Agency reported.

Review

The Flower Cup

MADA HMAMELL

Coffes has always baan the go—
to choice fior & quick plck-me-up,
bt i you want to add an extra
touch of joy to a loved one's dany,
fiowrars make the perfect pairing.

At Tha Flower Cup. a cafa In
Jeddah's Al-Hamra district,
you can send a cup of coffes
accompanied by flowers to
Sormechs special.

The cafe serves a wids
selection of drinks, including
classic and specialty coffees,
Saudi coffes, iced coffes,
rhofites, hot chooolate, matoha,

and tea

l i ; T d" Thelr dessert menu is equally
Il f S TCIH lﬂg Toddavs fof topics explained by Afshan Aziz tempting, featuring defights like
the marshrmallow flower, ross
cake, ioe cream cooldes, and &
& ' "'l=“ 'WE'LL BE READY® variety of cheesecakes including
= basbousa mango, pistachio and
Ariana Grande strawberry, and San Sebastian.
| trimdd the marshmallow flowser,
it was soft, warm, and irressstibly
“["I"Ii-lﬂ'f‘ [“1'5 Artana Grande has *"Hers will probakbdy be rose and an fuffy, and it melts beautifully
responded Lo romors sug: English breakfast mixed topether or as rich Bedglan chocolate is
Learn about the history of pesting that she and her something like that. In case, we'll be pourad over It, adding layers of
traclivional Japanese games and ‘ i “Wicked™ co-star Cynthia reqdy, but T know nothing” swieetness.
loys and their significance in : Erivo will open the 2025 O=cars with a Grande is already preparing for | also tried their VEBD brew,
Japanese culture. Find out more performance from the film, another big event, the 2025 Academy which was expertly prepared,
information albsout the atirac- HIRTHDAY GAL The specilation has heen clreu- Awards, where she is nominated For uﬁ'uri‘tg a well-bakinced oup with
tion, which runs until Feb. 15, lating on sociil media, and while best supporting actress for her role as bright acidity and deep, nuanced
via the Ithra app. R‘jﬂf’ attending the 2025 Critics Choice Glinda in " Wicked” flavor notes.
Awards, Grande was asked to clarify During the Santa Barbara festival, Beyond its romantic flower-
the situation. Grande teased her upcoming red car- thamed sarvica, The Flowear Cup
BlackPink's Rose celebrated “1 don't know where this has pet loak for the prestiglous event. offers celebration packages
hier 28th birthday in style come from,” she told Varfety, mak- ® "I'm very excited about (1 and I'm ideal for gatherings, birthdays,
with a private party in Los ng 11 clear she was not aware of b really looking forward to weanng work meetings, and special
Angeles, surrounded by any such plans. % 1t she told El News, However, oCcasions.

Riyadh

Musical night

Enjoy a heartwarming time on
Feh, 12 with the most beantiful
lowve somes performed by tal-
ented tngers Eman Abdelzhand

and Hager El-Rhashab at Vocally

close friends on Feb. 14k
Although her birthday falls on Feh,
11, the K-pop star chose (o mark the:
oocasion A day early. The event quickly
eained attention on social media, with
severil clips capturing Rose joyTully
cutting her birthday cake and sharimng
beautiful moments with her loved ones.
The singer looked stunming in a
metallic gobd mind-dress that shimmered

umcler e lghis, With a strisctured, form-

fitting sillouetie, the dress acoentuated

Later, at the Santa Barbara
[nternational Film Festival
on Sunday, where Grande
received the YVirtuoso Award,
shie was asked aboat the Oscars
rumor, Grande responded
with a laugh: " What dd e
Cynthia say™ fr

She added: “Yeah, 1 don't 8
know either. 1t would he
restly fun. We will have B
our thermoses, our pink }

she remained tighi-lipped aboud
whether her pown would be
W | Inspired by her "Wicked” char

bl acter. "1 can't say anything else,
: Too soon,” she teased,
-

Speaking about the sequel,
y “Wicked: For Good,” which
will be released later this
viedr, Grande said that the
flm would depict Glinda's
" emotional growth as she
finces new challemges,

One standout option ls the VIP
celsbration packages for SRI00
($80), perfect for a romantic
date or a birthday surprize.

Hivadh. Book vour scat through her edeganoe and clortiessly matched and green thermoses i 1 “The movies are ao dil-
rivadiuplatinumlist. net. the lively atmosphere of the celebration. flled with tea. e ferent,” she added,
Rl M Jackiah ® On Feh. B3, Amman will be the life ..” exhibition in Abo Dhabi Frny'ﬁr Times in Saudi Arabia

1ieRegion

center of three conoeris: Andre

showenses Lhe film practice

® Qatar International Food Souesd will perfonrm at the White of Zineh Sedica spanning the Fab. 12 Fajf  Bumrise  Dhhr Ast  Maghreb lsia
Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup Festival returms with culinary Hall Airport Road: musician vears 2002 to 2022, The exhibi- Madchah 597 @54 1235 351 B8 748

expenicnees from top chels, live Echonomist at The Box, W Am tion features four significant

entertainment, food competi- man Hotel; and Baron and Dovian films from different stages of Madinah B39 &abe 1238 248 B4 r44

:Ill:r!'u-: and exclusive l‘.'ll:]'l'lhl'l!lli'-i. at the Fairmoni .‘|.|:|'!|:'r'|:|.||. MNasim secira’s career, reflecting I|.|'|' Bivadh 51 530 0 3.9 EA5 45

Ihis year features a Michelin Rowaltop Lounpe, Tickets cai be eXperiEnees a5 a woman with a

Cruide Zone, Held at the Hotel purchased through calendar, jo complex culiural heritage. Runs Abha 24 839 12:25 3:43 g:04d r3g

Park Dohin until Feb, 22, More until March & More details at i, 4ES — S 208 £y BED

chedails on visiigalar.com. ® “A wayv ol suraving, a way af

visitabudbmbi.ae,



I vou open things up, a lot of people will
be curfous enough to try it This will help | o=3
spread the technologey much faster.

Fobdn LI
CEQ of Basdhi
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While the potential
benefits of artiticial
intelligence are immense,
the technology’s rapid
development has ralsed
concerns about job
displacement, the misuse
of autonomous weapons,

and the erosion of public
trust in governmenits.

Al the World Governiments
sarmmit in Dubail, global thought
lcadlers emphasized the urpent
need for Al regulation and pubdic
education to ensure this powerful
technology serves  humanity
rather than destabilizes i,

As Al reshapes how people
communicate, work, amd Live,
speeakers sind the responsibility
to regulate and cducate falls
squarcly on governments.

speaking on the opening day of
the World Governments Summit,
Rlaus Schwah, executive
chairman of the World Economic
Forum, underscored the need for
a comprehensive ethical regula-
ory framework o gulde Al's
development,

“We are Hving In a transition
into a new time that will change
evervihing. How we commu-
nicate, how we work and how
we live” Schwab said. “Govern-
ments have o be an agent of
change in lighining speed ..
They need o provide the neces-
ary infrastmecture to swstain
change at this rate.”

schwab uwrged sovernments to
work togetler in creating policles
that ensure Al remains constnac-
tive. “What we are secing oday
as  intemational «fforts = not
enough. We need a coordinated
global process io make sure that
those technologies are construc-
tivee,” hie sakd.

One of the key challenges
with Al regulation I= the pace
of  mnovaton,  Governments
often strugele to keep up with
technological advancements, and
without clear regulatorny gusde-
lines, Al risks being depdoyed in
ways that could harm society.

schwabwarnsed agalnst treating
Al like nuclear technology, bt
siressed the importance of gover-
nance in shaping its ethical use.

“It 5 an enabling technolosy:;
eovernments have a big regponsd-
bility im shaping these regulatbons
and rmubes” he =said. “Govern-
ment people today have to be
povernance architecls o creale
a systems approach to define a
sysicm-oriented attitude”

Beyond  economic  concermns,
Als rode in moderm warfare s
becoming Increasingly apparent,
From aulonomots dronpes o
Al-powered coyvber  warfare,
technoloey is changing the way
conflicts are fought.

Also speaking on  the
summit's opening  day,
Mohammad Al-Gergawi,
chatrman of the Warld
Governments  Summit

and UAE mimster of Cabanet
affairs, highlighted how Al
has already moved beyvond the
realm of science fiction and into
muiliiary strategy.

“In 2000, technological
warfare and military  robots
existed only in scienoe fiction.
Today wars are fousht with
dioaies,  SUTOIIOIMIGHS  WeOnsS,

and AL” he said. “Governments
that undersiand the past deeply
are the opes who are able 1o hodld
a better future”

The elhical dilemmas
surmounding Al-powered warfane
remain unressdved. The lack of
comprehensive imterriational
Ireafies Povertiing  aulonomds
weapons raises fears that Al could
be wsed to make lethal decisions
without human oversizhi.

While the UN has initiated
discusstons on Al inm warkare,
amreements have been
sk to meEterislize,
leaving a regulatory
gap that bad actors

could exploit.
Al the same
fime, Al-driven

atlomalkon 1%
reshapimng  labaor
markets, leading
s fears of
widespread
job losses.
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WORLD

GOVERNMENTS
SUMMI'T 2025

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Push to educate and regulate

At annual forum in Dubai, WEF's Rlaus Schwab urges states to cooperate on ethical regulatory frameworks

£ L

Govermments are under pressure
o reskill workers and create
policies that ensare Al ausments
human labor rather than replaces
it. Schwab emphasized that
governments miust play a proac-
tive role in addressing  public
fears by investing in education
and workforee adaptation,
"Many people are afrad of the
future because the progress is
s fast. Mot umnderstanding new
techmologies can create fear” he
saicl "It is oaur job o educate and
allowy people to understand thas
techmolosy so it s not feared.”
Trust in govermment i an
essential factor in the successful

deplovment of AL However, as
Al-dnven changes accelerale,
pubslbe sheptickm toward govern-
ment institutions kas grown,

Citing the Edelman Trust
Barometer, Al-Gergawl noted
that global trust in government
standks at just 52 percent,
“Trust is the
foundation of a
sovernment s
spoess.”  he
said. “We are
stepping Into
an entirely mew
era in the history
al human civili-
Ziation,”  Wilhout
strong public trusi,
Al adoption oould
face resisiance,
hindering s poten-
tal benefits,

The challenge
far  podlcymikers s
therelore  twolold —
crafting effecuve Al
regulations that ensure
safety  and  Fadrmess
while also fostering pablic
confidence through transparency

FASTFACTS

* The World Governments
Summit is a global, nonprofit
erganization dedicated to
shaping the next generation

of governance through
innovation and technology.

e 30 world leaders,
delegations from 140

governments, and
rapresantatives from

moare than B0 global
mstitutions are attending

the 2025 Dubai summit,

and accountability, Governments

and international organizations
have begun o take steps tovward
Al regulation, but progress has
e UineAve.

The EUT has bed the charge
with its Al Act, which classi-
fies Al systems based on risk
levels and sets sinet guldelines
for high-risk applications  such
s biometrne  survellance  and
critical infrastrctorne,

The US, while lagring in
comprehensive Al regulation,
has  issued  executive  orders
and guidelines on Al safety and
IS ey,

O Tuesday, US Viee President
JD Vance called on Ewropean

Summit
attendess, right,
heard how Al
technologies
lika China's

DoopSenk,
left, and Its US

counterparts
are pushing the
limits of exlsting
regulations.

AFP Gatty Imags

J E
Wl . AEE D
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countries o embrace “the new
frontier of Al with opiimism
and not trepidation” and adopt a
lighter touch on tech regulation.

“We wanl o embark on the
AT revolution before us with the
spirit of openness and collabo-
ration, but to create that kind
of trust we need international
regulatory reglmes that foster
creation,” he told the Artificial
Intelligence Action Summit in
Pari.

“To restrict its developmend
now wouldd not only unfardy
benefit ncumbenis in the space,
it would mean paralyzing one of
the most promising technologies
we have seen in generations.”

Last month, Chinese startup
Deepheek senl shockwaves
through the tech industry when
it released a cutting-edze chathaot
allegedly at a fraction of the cost
of its American competitons,
e luding OpenAls ChatGPT,

China has implemented Al
governance measures  that
require algorithms to align with
govermment-mandated social
vialues, although these policies
have ralzed ethical concerns.

Despite  these efforts, there
i5 no single global framework
governing Al The UN and the
Organization  for  Economic

L wm
'Ii'l Cl
LB

P i i
i
- | - l-.
:“ B
il

Muin: Warkd
Governments

Swmimit
Chalrman and

UAE Ministar of
Cabinet Affairs

Mohammod

Al-Gergawi,
seated laft, and

Warld Econamic
Forum Executive
Chalrman

Klnus Schwab
discussed how Al
can serve rather
thn destabllize
humanity,

Gathy Imapes

Co-operation and Developmend
have called for inlermational
cooperation, but  gropolitical
competition often complicates
Elw=e e fToris

Schwab emphasized that a
frgmented appmach o Al
regulation is inmdequate.

“The future is shaped by us,
a0 let's book with optimylsm inio
the Muture” he said. “Lets ook
at our future with constructive
ogatimism,”

To ensure Al developmend
aligns with human interests,
experts say  countries  shoold
collaborate on  common Al
EOVErTEnCe principles (o prevent
regulatory gaps and  misuse,
while also implementing Al
education programs to demys:
tify the technolosy and reduce
public anxiety,

Clear rules on the use of Al in
military applications agreed at
the international level could help
prevent unintended escakatbons,
while retraining programs could
help workers  transition  into
Al-augmented industries.

As the discussions at the Waorld
Governments  Summit  made
clear, failure to act could resulf
in lost public trust, cconomic
upheaval, and the dangerous
proliferation «of agtonomoos
WEAPOns.

“1 hope this ssimmid will create
a better landscape for the future
of povernments and humanity,”
sairl Al-Gergaw,

To achieve that vision, policy-
makers are urged to move beyond
rhetoric and take concrete steps
toward responsible Al pover-
nance. Indeed, the foture of
Al I= mot predetermined — i
will be shaped by the decisions
made today,



ARAB NEWS Wednesday, February L2, 20225

FINANCE

"World Governments Summit 2025

AND ECONOMY

.al--'

World economy ‘remarkably resilient
despite unprecedented setbacks

IMF chief kristalina Georgieva says Gulf countries are performing well, voices concern over Europe’s situation

Arabh Mews [obal

The International
Monetary Fund remains
committed to helping
countries that need support
In the MENA region with
financing of 853 hilllon,
IMF's Managing Director
Kristalina Georgleva told
the World Government

sSummit on Tuesday.

“Today the IMF iz supporting aver
A0 vulnetable countres, hall o
themn are In sub-Saharan Africa

more imporiant is we help
conintries build the foundations
by get an a better part,” Georgieva
bode] dlve WGS during & sessbon with
Hichard Quiesl, CNN cormespon-
ihent and anchor,

“By the way, m this region,
5353 hilhon, IMF s nancing for
countrics that meed that support,”
sl said.

When asked by Quest if she was
concerted that inflation was golng
b resurge:, the IMFs top oficial
said that there was a need (o sec
hiowy things evolved.

“1F we are in a sltuation where in
s parts of the waorkd there is a
spreciow Uhal may push centrad
banks to brng interest rates down,
ik :||'Iu:|J|:l.' iy mol he kinifla-
Bopary ... there are many Lhings
that we don't know, bul what we
i ko Bs that we have a sifoa-
tion in which the 'S economy has
een performing quite stroagly
and will hkely conbmue o be
strmong and that pushes the doliar
up,” Georgicya explainod.

The US had oaitparformed the rest of the G20 members, the only ecopomy to exceed e pre-pandermbs trand, Georgleva told CHNN s Richard Quest, 47 F

Addressing a  packed hall
during WGSs frst day, the IMF
added that the US had
eqtpeaformed the rest of the G20
members, the only economy o
excead s pre-pandesic tremd,

"What does that mean® Capatal
5 moving much more force-
fully towand the US ... before the
panchermic many on the move went
i many pleces, 18 percent went
fe the Ulnated Stades and tockay ol
15 over 30 percent. “5o that is the
foumdation for a strong dollar, and

ke

a strong doflar all other things are
equial for the majority of emerging
markets and developing  econo-
inae=s 15 ipodse .. w0 then we have
iffationary impact” she sad

[hie [MF sees a picture of a

*remarksabdy  mesilient world
economy  despitc a4 sSeTIes
of unprecedented  shocks”

reorgieva sakd, elaborating that
“we are projecting growth this
vear A3 percent and next yYear
3.4 percenl” The Gulfl countries
were doing quite well, she said,

buif ecxpressed more CONCET
abowt “Europe, and some
|:||L||-.|-:-.:| are viulnerahle ETETE NS
markels where they are oiang
fess well ™

Another concern  highlighted
was "how the tremendous trans-
formations that are happening
in the world are integrated in
countries” policies.”

Taking Al as a case I potnt,
Gesl  asked
having a gododd hamdle on the
erow th of now technolosies™

"Dio vodl =ee s

“ao, we look at the front, what
i5  happening  with  artificial
intedligence? Tt can e a great
world that becomes
more productve, or it can be a
sl SIOFY, a world that s more
chivided ... e haves have more,
and the have-nots are completely
fost. “What we assess is that Al
k5 already like a tsunami hitting
ilve labor market In advanced

sbiay, @

eoonofmies ... 80 percent ol jols
over the nexd pernod of time will
cither enhance and become mone

INNUMBERS

Projected global
growth for 2025

2 3o/,
’i‘:a.::.&’ae E"?{]

Projected global
growth for 2026

Sounco: IMF

productive, oF translormed o
eliminated,” she sald,

Creorgiovd added that there was
a need to recognize that “we are
in a muktipolar world™ so cooper-
ation as it wsed to be “beforc
when we had a world with one
country dominating™ was going
Bin b clifferedil.

"We stll have one economy
that 15 the strongest (the US) bud
we also have many coonomies,
emerging market economies that
Are eI o wirel much faster,
sually because of the 5 D=
cheregulate, digatize and diversify,

Thes=e (=lands of excellence
msth U0 conmesct more, and we al
the IMF are actually promoting
more  inter-region and  cross
region collaboration, | think i
i O MOmEnt W TR E  LHRLD
foast (the TTAE) besCause they ame
ahsolutely [antastic in working
with evervbaody,” she said.

Araky Mews [o0al

A massive 5.5 hillion people have
heen connected amund the world
throueh  such fMOjecis A e
Edison Allance, but hall as many
remain | unoonmected,  Hatem
Dosvicar, group CEQ at e&, told
the World Governments Surmimibi
o Tuesckay

Dioranycdar sasd it was important
o ensure this gap was addressed
before it ked to further economic
eiviche in the future

He gave the cxample of two
shilents, o In an  advanced
ecnnotny with access 10 person-
alizedd inielligee:
programs [or education and the
ability to collaborate globally with
his peers, and another in a less
wealthy nation, who had o walk
[or hoasrs 0 pessch school and
had access to only U "very bhasic
trainimg and teaching equipment.”

He sk “These fwo base o

compete m the fotare .. IEs really

artilicial

TELECOMMUNICATION

Connectivity gap poses barrier
to economic progress: experts

Satedlite technology can
booat global connactivity,
Industry lesders told Dubal
summbt. WSS phots

unfair, And if we don't do anvithing
teday to bridge that divide, it
will become a higger probilem
m U future”™ Connectivily has
beecome one of the most onpor-
tant ingredienis [or proegmess,
Diowadar sawd, scklimg: "We need

to all work togpether. whether
its Fovernments, businesses (1)
rEnEEatbons.”

Today wath the advancement
of Al, this becomes cven more
critical as "we can really help a ot
of the global south with solutions
that improve education, health-
care and eoonomec actvity”

Dowsdar samd there were signs
i ImproA'ements In I|'-|'h||||h|',:_'|'

ihal wonidil help mcrease

conmectivity, such as satellite
technology, which was becoming
more accessihle,

Margherita Dedla Valle, CE,
YVockalone, “Far
commectivaty todday 1s essential ..
There canmod be any real develop
ment without connectivity. She
added that her companys most
rescenl evodution hies been acdding
satellite  connectivity 1o their
metworks.

“"Out of the L5 hillion people
who have o access o the
intermet, there are around 300
muilliom wiho are nowhere near any
form of connectivity, amnd satellite
can gl us there,” Viulafones CT0D
sancl bevo weeks ago she meide the
first mobile space video call in the
workd using a normal smartphone.

“We are now :_'.'-:.Ilik"_'. L0 COMEr-
clally lnmch the service later this
vear, and I think it's a great oppor-
fumity to bring conmectivity to the
mosd remnote areas of the ;:-E:uu'ﬂl_"

she saml,

wal sOCIELY,

ECONOMY

Gulf ministers loul shifit
lo rencwable energy,
lech investments

Sarm Al-Shurafi,
Dalnd Awtlenat [l

Crudf Cooperation Comcdl
counlres are laking siabstantsl
steps to diversily themr economies
based on a modde] of the economy
of ideas, the World Governmenits
Summit was tobd on Tuesday.

anpli Economy Mimister Fasal
Alibralom sl that collaboration
15 c==ential among GOC momber
states.

“Integration shoukld ot be seen
A5 a compromise, but a potential
big opportunity” he added.

Rahrains minister of finance,
Al-Fhalifa,
peonomic  diversification  has
maie the GOC resiient anmd
boosted economic development.

GOC Secretary-General Jasem
Al-Budkalwt sabd that the world
looking to the GCC for
puidance,

IMF Managing Direcior Krsti-
lina Ceorgieva sad that "trade

Lalman gaml thai

W

GLC s mon-all sectors new maks

up 50 porcant of s economy, sald
Bahralnl minlster, WS nhats

among  GCC  countries  grew
rapidly: good exports fripled in
the last decade bo 3570 millwoen.”

However, HKuwaits  Prime
Minister Sheikh Alimad Abcullah
Ad-Ahmed Al-Sabah warnse=d tha
S Preswdent Donald Tromp's
eoonomi decisions would have
“repercussions” for the entire
waorid.

Om Maonckay, Trmp ralsed steel
and aluminum tards 1o a Hat 25
percent. He also vowed “recipe
rocal™ tarifls on nations Lxing
LS gosols,



ARAB NEWS Wednesday, February 12, 20225 -

News Saudi Arabia

LUHE AN

Riyadh charts path to even better days

hingdom’s capital unveils a comprehensive master plan tor infrastructure projects in 2025

LIVING

Rashid Hassan 7 =l

Sawdi Arabla has
launched fts frst
comprehensive master
plan for all Infrastracture
projects in Rivadh for
225 to ease trafthic
congestion, optimize
spending, and allgn with
Vision 2030 sustainable
developmentl goals.

Mavor of Kivadh and Chalrinan
of the Infrastmucture Projects
Center Prnce Faisal bin Avvafl
announced the comprehensive
plan, which s part of broader
efforts led by the capitals Infir-
structure Projects Center, estab-
lished by a Cahinet decision in
Juily W23,

The plan represents a qualita-
tive shift in the regron's develop
mpenit, as it puts an end to random
and individwal works and moves
[0 & mew stage had ||-e'5'-|'||r!--. CH
codlective planming  and  pror
coordination

In a speech during the plan's

review eSOy, FPrince
Faizal =said that it will help in
addressing  clashes  between
variouns within the
g (T and arraneinge prgrites,
by placing all projects wathin
a unificd timetable, which will
improve the quality of life for
the residents in the capital.
Ao balddy,
acdvizer amd paodessor of corpo-
rate baw at the Institute of Public
vlministration kr Fivach,
lakd  Arab “The plan
announced by the Rivadh mayvor
i5 a welcome move o reduce
traffic congestions in the city,

“The
populiation,
projects  as
tal, commercial,

PECHECTS

158 T (rhanern

Mews:

IcTease In the cily™s
inlrast et ure
well as residen-

investment

prajecis, amd megaprojects
have also resulted in traffic
congestion.

“This master plan will

hetter manaee thess E:-I'Ill:l|l:'IIL!'.
Lhraurh Lhe creation of a8 sdrae-
tured and coordinated system
that will alloww the authorities
to better manage the infra-
RIFURCIMEE PrOgects arcuncd the
cily and will lead 1o the easing
of trallic congestion. It wall
also lead to the optimizing
of spending efficiency and

Riyadh Gov, Prince Falsal bin Bandar unvalled the comprehanalve master plan for iInfrastrecture prajects in the capltal fer 30328, Suoplind Erraran Higadl

ETsLre '-.l.l:-I:||.I:|.:|.|:-||Ir_'. af tnlra-
slFiciure projecis.”

Prince  Faisal  hailed  the
initiative as a transformative
milestone for Rivadh.

He nmoted that the Infrastroc-
fure Propects Center anticipsales
the urban growth of the city
with carcful planning, which
raises the efficiency of projects

and ensures the IMPproYemend
il seErvices provided 1o residents
andd visilors,

[he mavor added that infra
structure s vital for any city

and ralses 18 capaillities, with
Rivadh s 1o host magor ghobal
events such as the AFC Astan Cup
in 2027, Winter Asian Olympics
in 20249 World Expo in 2030, the

FITA Warld Cup i 20054, and the
Aslan Games in 2054

Fahad Al-Badah, CEDO of the
center, described the plan as a
mesdel for national cooperation
developed LhiolgEh a compre-
hensive engineering  method-
clogy., The process  involved
data collection, mierration of
planning «fforts, and collabora-
tion with over 1% povernmenit
andd service entities.

Al-Badah that
than 837 plans were reviiewed
and approved, leading to the
restructuring of L7357  propect
phases and accumulating ovel
L0 work  hours The
center also conducted over S0
workshops and automated mor

il i mire

HIGHLIGHTS

® The comprehansive
master plan represants a
gualitative shift in the
region's development

@ It puts an and to random
and individual works and

moves to a new stage that
depends on collective planning
and prior coordination,

ey Acn.:-rdin-g to the

Infrastructure Projects
Canter, BAT plans were
reviewed and approved,
leading to the restructuring
af 1,737 project phaseas.

than 6,000 pre-coordimated
permits for 2025,

Rivacdh  has [rom
an emerging city mto a glohal
economic hub over the years, and
i a leading imvestment destina-
thon. Tis bamd area has expanded

v v

immens=ely, amd s popolation
has supassed T milhion,

This rapid prowth is reflected
in the surge in infrastracture
work which
irFpled rom SO000 1 2007 1o
cver 150,000 in MMLE.

“These
the city's accelerated uwrban and
eoonomic expansion.” Al-Badah
noted.

He underlined that sustaining
Fedjuiires

PRETIELIR, Eave

figures underscore

Lhts OImEriLLmm
adopling elobsal  hest practices
in infrastroctore development,
aligning with the ambitious

goals of Vision 2030,

sk News Fryaoh

The sport of boccia is helping
empower peoplde living with
severe  physical  disabilities
across the Kingdom, the head of
its poverning body said

The hall =ame,
which is related o bowls ancd
e, it rosclincec
into the Paralbympic Games in
18984 and has since rocketed in
popularity.

Mohsen Al-Ismall, president
al the Filera-
tion, said his organization was
committed (o promoting the
sport throughout the Kingdom

precision

WAk

Satchh Bowcoia

SPORT

Bocola, a precision ball gmme, was Inmtroduced Into the Paradympic
Games in 1884 and has sinoe roakoted In populorty. SHS

FOR

Paralympic ball game helping empower people with d

L

AL L

FASTFACTS

& Mohaan Al-lemall,
president of the Saudi
Boccia Fadaration, said
his organization was
cormmitted to promoting
the sport throughout
the Kingdom and
helping nurture talent.

® In 1284, the sport
attracted just

19 athletes from
five countries. In
2024, there were
NG players from 75
countries.

and helping nurture talent, the
Saudi Press Agency reporied,
When the game was ntro
duced to the Paralympics il
was degigned to bhe played
by prople with
cerebral palsy
bt now includes

athbeta=x it ly
cther  disabilities
Affecting motor

skills.
In 1984 the

Sport  attrected
ju=t % athleles
from five
COLnires, in

W¥EXE., there were

isabilities

118 pdivers iroan 75 countnes,
Al-Ismiail said the sport helped
individuals with cerchral palsy,
particularly those with nerve
improving balance,
stimulating blood circulation,
sirengthening muscles and
supporting motar rehabilitation.,
Bocrla uses dx leather balls

issnes, by

peT side and can be played by
mdividuals, pairs, or teams of
three. The aim is for plavers to
throw their balls as close as they
cam oo whnlte target Ball, or jJack

The game
ancient Grecce and Egypt and
it mame s derived from e

dates bhack o

Latin wored for = baoss,”
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Loyalty must
be to the state

alone,

Aoun

tells LLebanon
ministers

Salam's government told to focus on
reforms that will revive the nation

Najla Houssar] =

Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun has told ministers

in the conuntry’s new
government that thelr
“loyvalty and allegiance
must be to the state alone,
nodt o any of her entity.”

Speaking after the official group
photo in the presidential palace
courtyard, Aoun also twld the
24 ministers in Prime Minister
Nawal Salam’s government that
they “are here to serve the people,
mal the ather way around.”

“The key issue s nod Just the
formation of the povernment
but proving credibility by init
anti-corruption  efforts
anil CATVINE oLl FCminisiratiie,
Juckicial, amd securly appoint-
ments,” he sapd.

Acun urged ministers to focus
on urgent issues, primarldy the
siate  bodgel, municipal and
local elections, and the lsrach
withdrawal on Feh, 15

During the

ating

[irst  EOAVErn-
meenil session, Aoun said that

mimisters should “refrain from

clireClingE any crficism owsind
friendly and brotherly nations,”
adding that Lebanon shiowuld not
e sl as b “platiorm [or such
Ccritisms,”

salam’s government, the Arsi
under Aoun’s presidency, does
not inclhede direct party membsers
Bl rather specialists nomibaled
by political parties

Aoun said “the country i not
bankrupt, but the administra
tiom is" highlizhting the need
o revive the nation through
reforms that  ministers  and
the eovernment will work to
implerment.

“Car focus wiall be on relorming
and developing the ministres in
licht of the siEnificant Interna
tioreal support we have received.
The oppartunities are avallahle
Lo ke Lais sappsor], proswided we
carry oul the necessary reforms,”
he said

In turn, Salam called on the
minisiers “to ensure a complete
separation between public and
Private Wiors

He added: “To avobd any conifu-
spon, minasters milst Dally dedicate
themsebves o thedr povernmendtal

The five women minEters in

Lebanon's new govemmient, from

left, Rima Karami, education
minister; Haneen Sayed,

social affairs minster, Lawra
Lahoud, tourism minister; Nora
Bayrakdarian, sports minister;

and Tamara Elzein, enwironment
mimnister, after their first

Cabinet meeting at the Baabhda
presidential palace sast of

Bairut, on Tuesday, AF|

dutics and step down from any
leadership or board positions in
commercial companies or banks"

Hiowwever acldeed  tha
“1his does ol apply 1o member-
ships  In educational or socal

Salam

¢

organizations that =serve the
pubdic good.”

1'::-.'||-::-l.'|.'|||:.'_ T ) ot b
Mimster of Information  Paul

Moroos confinmed that a mimiste
rial committes had been set up to
draft a constitutional statemend
that 15 expecied o be completed
within day=

Moroos said that “the pnme
minister assured the ministers
that thas 1= not a tme: lor poditical
bickerning, and that there won't be
any obstructions.”

He zaid that “meany ideas are
ENEA T dbscussed, and =olutlons
Wil ubtimately bet peacied,”

A political =ource said the

FASTFACT

Joe Al-Khoury, the nawly
appeinted industry minister,
described the session as
"an axcallent start.’

rinisterial =laleimenl will
“emphasize the need to dismantie
the Isracli occupation of Lebanese
terridories and implement Resolu-
tion 1701," as outlined in the presi
dent's oath specch.

Joe  Al-Khoury, the
appesinted

neswly
idustry  mindste
flescrabecl e =essiod a5 "an

exoelbent start.”

[arek  Mitn, deputy prime
minister, that the first
meelng of e
commiitee askedd with dadne
the ministerial statement “will be
held in the afternoon.”

Salam received a congramulatory
phore call from Shedlch Abdullab
Al-Nahyan, UAE
foreign minister, on the formation
il e new Fovernimenl

Whitle the handover
continues between outgoing and
incoming ministers, the govern
ment mist secure the confdence
o parliament after presenting the
e rial
can aficially began its work

said

| 1
Fnesierl

Bim faved

[HIOCE 5%

stalemernd before |

GAZA TORMENTORS

Somee Israceli soldiers
Iraveling abroad are

largeted for war crimes

AP

An Israell army reservist™s oeeam
vacaiion m Brazil endecd abrupedly
last month over an accusation that
I I'l!ll:III1I.I';'|I:'I| WOl IS I ||'II'
Caikza SIrip

Yuval Vapdam woke up on
Jan. 4 to a flurry of missed calls
from family members and Israel’s
Forcign Minisiry with an urgent
WalrTing: A piro-Palestiman legsl
group had convineed a federal
juikze in Brazid to open a war
crimes  investieation  for  his
participation m the demolition of
civilian homes in Gaza.

A frightencd Yasdani fled the
country on a4 commercial fight
the nest day o avold the grip of
a powerful legal concepl called
universal  unsdiction.” which
allows poverniments to prosecute
peaple for the most sertous crimes
regardless of where they are alleg-
ey commntbedd,

The case against  Yagdam
wis brodagght by the Hind Ryab
Foundation, a kegal groap based i

B lminm named after a voung gird
who was killed early in the war by
[sraell fire as she and her Family
Phest] Graitan Ly

Alded by  poolocation  data,
the group bullt s case around
Vagdani™ o social mechn posis,
A photograph showed him in
uniform in Gaza, where he served
inan infantry unit; a video showed
a large explosion of budldings in
Craza during which solchers can be
heard cheering

Juikzes at  the International
Criminal Court concheded  Last
vear theme was enoagh evidenoe to
issue an arrcst warrand for Iscach
Prime Minister Benjamin Metan-
vahu for crinses against amanity
¥} | LsNgE staryalkon as d el hiosd
of warkare” and lor intentonally
largeting cvilians.

since forming last  vear,
Hind Hajab has made dozens
of oompdaints o Lhan
I counires o0 arrest  bolh
lorw-level  and  high-ranking
Israedl sobilbers. Tty CamEigEn has
vel to yiekl any arrests, But 11 has

FIALIEE!

BACKGROUND

in 1999, the UN Security
Council asked all UN countrias
to include universal jurisdiction
in their legal codes, and
araund 1680 countries have
adopted them In sama farm.

led Israc] to tighten restrictions
on social media wsage among
military persomnnel.

“THs our pesponsininy, 45 [ar as
we ame oconoerted, o bong Lthe
cases,” Haroon Haz, a co-founder
of Himd Rajab, said Irom his office
in Rotterdam in the Netherands

[T =% then wp to aitioriiees i cach

counlry — or the Intemational
Criminal Court — to pursae them,
b added.

The director eneral of lsraels
Forcipn Ministry, Eden Bar Tal,
Last momith sadd fewer than a dosen
soldiers had been targeted, with
T WIS I!'.".III'II.

Universal junsdiction 1= nod
new. The 1948 Geneva Conven
tions the post Second World
War treaty regulating military
condoct — specily that all signato-
s i prosecule war craminals
or hand them over to a country
whio will,

L 15830, the UN Secunty Councl

lzraelh
soldiers
transport
Falestinian
detalness
Bindfolded
with their
ghirts in Gaza
on Dac. 8,
2023, A

askedd all UN countries to inelwde
uriversal pinsdicton m their legal
codes, and around KGO countries
have adopted them in soane form.

"Cerfain | crimes  hike  war
crimes, grnocide and crimes
against humanity are  crimes
under international law”
Marieke de Hoon, an inierna-
fonal law expert atl the Univer-
sitv of Amsterdam. "And we've
recoenized in international Law
that any state has junsdiction
Ve LIS e o | LN L] I

In response o Brazals parsal
of Wagiani, the Israel military has
profibdted soldhiersbedow a certain

rank froin being mamed i npews

el

articles and requires their faces
tos b obscured. It has also warned
soldiers agalnst social media posts
relited 1o therr miliiary service or
travel plans.

The evidence Hind HRajab
Lwyers presented to the judge in
Rrazl came mosthy from Vagdani's
sl metia acconls.

The power of umiversal jurisdic-
trom has limits.

In the Nethertams,
Hind HKagab has Aled more than
a doren complaints, cither the
victim or perpetrator musi
hold Thrtch natonality, or the
sispech sl e in the COlnicy
for the entirety of the investiga-
tion factors likely to protect
Istacli iourisis from prosecu-
fion. Eleven complainis against
15 [sraell  soldiers
dismissed, some because th
accised was only in the couniry
for il
i Dulch prosecutors
complaints invodving
sclidiers are pending,

In 2006, activists in the UR
IR
arresl [sracll malifary and polit-
ial leaders for ther roles in the
AR08 war in Gaza.

Rara sayvs his group will persist
"It might take 10 yvears. It mighi
b 200 yvears. Mo problem. We are
ready to have patience”

There =m0 statvite of Hibtatlons
CHL Wl CTImeS

where

have heen

sivorl  Lime, acoording
Two

fourr

irEcoessiil  attempls 1o
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Fope Francls Issned

a major rebuke on
Tuesday to the Tromp
administration’s mass
deportation of migrants,
warning that the program
to forcefully deport people
purely becanse of thedr
Illegal stats deprives them
of thedr inherent dignity
and “will end badly.”

Framncis took the remariable step
of addressing the US migrant
crackdown In a lefter o US
hishops who have crticized the
expulsions as harming the maost
vulnerable.

History™ firsi Latin American
pope has lemg made caring for
migrants a prortty of s ponditi-
cite, demanding that countries
welcome, profect, promote and
integrate those fleeing conflicts,
poverty and climate disasters
Francis has also said govern
ments are expected to do 50 to
the Hmits of theldr capacity.

letter, Francis
have  the neght to
defend  themselves and keep
their commumitics safe from
criminals.

“That sald, the act of deporiing
people Who in many cases have
left their own land for reasons

In  the s e

nations

il PRIree Py, RSk
rily, exploitation, PeTEe L
Hom or scrious doierioration

of the enviromment, damages
the dignity of many men and
women, and of entlre Tamilies,
and places them h o state of
particular vulnerability  and
defenselessness,” he wrote,

History s firet Latin American pope
has long made carlng for migrants
& priority of his pantificate,
demanding that countries
weloome, protect, promote and
Imbtegrate those fieeing conflicts,
poverty and climate disasters. =

Citing the iblecal stores ol
migration, the people of Isracl
and the Book of Exodus, Francis
affirmed the right of people to
seek shelter and safety In ot
laticks fncd sakd he was concermed
with what is going on in the US

“1 have [ollowed closely the

FRESSURE MOUNTS

Pope slams migrant deportations
from US, warns ‘it will end badly’

In 2016, pontifl said anvone who builds a wall rather than a bridge to keep out migrants was not a Christian’

major crisis that is taking place
in the Umnited States with the
initiation of a program of mass
i portations,” Francis wrole,

“The gty Formmedd
conscicnce cannot fail to make a
critical judsment and express its
disagresment with any measure
that tacitly or explicitly sdenti-
fies the illegal status of some
migrants with criminality”

It is one thing o develop a
regulale  migration
legally; 1t is another to expel
people purcly on the basis of

policy 1o

FASTFACTS

& White House press secretary
Haroline Leavitt said last

week that more than 8,000
poeople had been arested

in immigration enforcement
actions since Trump took
office on Jan, 20,

* Soma have boen deported,
othars are baing hald In federal
prisons while others are being
hld at the Guantanamo Bay
Maval Base in Cuba

\

i1

their illegal status, he wrode

“What s built on the basis of
force, and not on the truth aboud
the equal dignity of every human
be=inige, begins badly and will end
badly," he said

White House press secretary
Raraline Leavill said last week
that more than B0 people
had been arrested in immizra
tion enforcement actions since
Trump ook office Jan, 20, Some
fave been deported, others are
being held in federal prisons
while others are being held

at the Guantanamo Bay Naval
Baase any Cualaa

The US Conference of Catholic
Bishops puf  oat  an
ally  cntical  statement
Trump's indtial executive orders,
saying those “focused on the
treatment of immigrants and
refugees, forelgn md, expan-
sbon ol the death penalty, aned
the environment, are deeply
troubding and will have negative
consequences, many of which
will harm the most valnerable
ATTHOTNE, KIS

It was a strong rebuke from the
S Catholic hierarchy, Tramp
wan 5

LITIEESLI-

aller

peroent ol Cathalie
viders m the 2024 election,
a wider margin than the 50
perceni in the 2020 election
won by President Joe Biden, i
Calhaalic,

The Trump-Francis collisson
course on migration stems from
2005, when Francis famously
saitd anyvone who builds a wall
rather than a bridge to keep out
migrants was “not a Christian.”

He made the comment
after celebrating Mass at  the
US-Mexico border during  the
US presidential campaign when
Trump promised to build a wall
along the frontier.

Biut migration = nod the onlky
conthel in US-Vatican
relations. Om Monday, the
Vatican's main charity Caritas
Internatianal Wwirned Lhat
milhons of people could die
as & result of the “ruthless® US
decision to  “recklessly”
USAID funding.

Carfas asked governments to
urgently call on the US adminis-
fration (o reverse Course.

areia ol

A E

AP Fampala

Eboda caes in Usanda have risen
b wine, while 3685 other people

were being monilored under
quarantine, health authorities
sidcl Toesday,

The nime wnchick: he st

vichim, a male nurse who died
the day before the outbreak was
declared on Jan. 3. That man
remeains the only fatalicy.

Elght patients “ame eoeving
medical care and are m =labde
condition,” a Health Ministry
statement saicl

Seven of them were admitied
to the mam public hospital in
Kampala, the Ugandan capital, in
additbon to ane being treated in
Ehe eastern district of Mbale, the
minisiry saicl, adding that “the
situation 1= under control™ amid
heightened surveillance.

The nurse who died had flrsd
:-.|||.|-|.'_|'|l irealtmeEnt i Rampsaka anil
Fater travieled (o Mbale, where he
was admitied to a public hospital.

Health authorities sl that the

man also sought the services of

HEALTH SCARE

Ebola cases in Uganda rise to nine, while 265
others are being monitored under quarantine
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A hoalth worker prepares to pdminlster a wial of a vaccine against the
Sudan strain of Ebola during a trinl at Mulagoe Hospital in Kampala.

HIGHLIGHT

Ebola was disoovered in 1376
in two simultaneaus cutbhreaks
in Seuth Sudan and Congo,
wihara it occurred in a village
near tha Ebola River, after
wrhich the dissases is namad,

a traditicmal bealer, His relatives
are among those hefng  ireated
for Ebaala

hampala has a highly modile
population of about 4 million, and
cffbicials are still investigating the
soairce of the outhbreak. Tracing
coptacts 15 ey o slemming the
spread of Ebola, which manifests
i a viral hemorrhaeice fever,

There are no approved vaccines

for the Swdan strain of Ebola that
i5 infecting people in Uganda.
But authorities have launched
a climical study to further test
the salety and €Mocacy of a real
vaccine as part of measures to stop
the spread of the carvent cathreak,
The last oatthaepk of Ebaola
in Uganda, which began in
Septemier 20712, killed at least 55
people by the time it was declared
et four months later,
Eboda B8 spread by
with bodily flukds of an mifected
[HCTECH ar contaminated
materials. Syvmptoms  include
fever, vomiting, diarrhea, muscle
pain and at times internal and
external bleeding.
scientsts  suspect  that  the
first person infecied n an Ebaola
cutbreak  acquires  the  vims
through contact with an infected
animal or cating its raw mecat.
Ebala was discovered in 1876 in
[ RLER !'.I.II1|I|1|iIII:'|IIIi!l| II|.I||I:I1'|:IEIE'- 15k
South JSadan and Congo, where
it ocourmmed in a village near the
Ebala River, after which the
chisespse s e,

caniacl

DAESH HORROR

Sweden jails woman for
keeping Yazidi slaves

AFP

A Swedish court on Tuesday
sentenced & S2-vear-old worman
[0 12 Vears In prison on genockle
charges, in the counirys first court
case over crimes commmitted by
Thatexh Agan e the Yazich minorty,

Accused] of Beepimg Yaaadh women
and children as slaves at her home
i Svria in the winter and spring
of 2005, Lina 1shaq was convicted
ol “penockde” amd “crrmes agEns
humamity,” as well as war onmes,
thie court sasd in a statement.

The court in Slockholm  said
her crimes warranted a sentence
of 16 yrears, but taking a previoas
sentence into aoccount set  the
sentenoe (o 1L

The woman, whw is a Swedish
cilizen, was in jadl having already
been sentenced by a Swedish courd
o sIX years in prison in 2022 for
allowing her 12-yvear-old son to be
pecrinied as a Daesh chilbd soddler

The courl said Toesdayv’s case
concerned nine mjured parties, six
ol whom were cldbdren at the time

All the pluantaffs had  been

captured by [acsh in a senes of
aflacks on Yazdi willages that
began i August 20014 in Sinjar,
Tracy, and thelr male relatives had
b=y X,

After aboul five months of
captivity, they amived at  the
convictend worrian's home in Radpga.

“The woman kept them mnpris-
oned and treated them as her
property by holding them as slaves
for & perbodd of, in most cases, fve
months™ the court sakd.

Their movement was restncied,
they were made {o perform chores
andd some had been photosraphed
n prepaation o be ranslerred o
others.

“Given the fact that she partici-
pated in the onward transfer of the
injured parties, she s also respod-
sible [or enablmg ther contined
mmprisonment and enslavement,
the court said.

Avoand 300 Swedes or Sswedish
Fesbidenis, & quarter of [kt
wornen, Joned Daesh in Svria
aned Irag, mostly in 2003 and 2014,
aceording 1o Sweden's telligence
SETVICE Sapx,
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Ranfay Kumar haw Dl

Thousands of top industry
executives, Innovators and
pollcymakers gathered

in New Delhi on Tuesday
Tor India Energy Week
2023, where they will be
discussing energy access
amd sustalnablility.

More than 70,000 delegates,
offectals and visitors are expected
to take part in the Indian govern-
ment's flagship annual energy
event, which over the next four
dhays will Peatume 500 speakers,
T exhibitors and 10 national
pavilions from countres mcluding
the LS, the UR, Canada, Germany,
[taly, Japan and Russla displaying
thedr newest technology,

Held at  the Yashobhoomi
conveniioon ceniter in New Delhi,
[ndin  Enerey Weck 2025 will
spaothighl enerey avocess, securnty
and new global energy systems,

FLAGSHIP EVENT

Top officials gather in New
Delhi for India Energy Week

Indlias main focus in the energy sector is local production and supply chains, PM Modi says

in bine with the Soarth Asian siant’s
vigion of energy transition.
“Indens energy ambitons stand
oy five plillars We have resources,
which we are harmessing.
Soecondly, we ame  cnoouraging
odir brilliant mindds o innovate,
Thirdly, we have economic
stremgth,  political  stability.
Fourthly, India has sirategic
geography, which makes energy
trade more attractive and easier.
And ffthly, India s committed
e zlobal sustainability. This 1s
creafing new posstbilities in India’s
energy  sector” Prime  Minister
Marendra Modi sadd in a virtual
dress to the event's partcipants.
"The next two decades are very
important for Indias develop-
ment, A in the next five vears,
we are golng (o cross many big
milestones, Many of our enengy
goitls are aligned with the 2030
dheadline. We want to add 500
GW of renewahble energy capacity
by 20340, Indian Ratlvways has

sel a targel of nel-zem carbon
emismons by 20E0, Our goal 1s to
proddiuce 5 milllon metric lonnes
of green hydmgen every yvear by
200 ., What Indha has achieved
in thee last 10 vears has given us the
confkdence that we will definitely
achleve these targefs,”

FASTFACT

Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
urged participants to halp
chart a roadmap to stabilize
energy markets and strengthen
imternational cooperation.

India aims o generate 500 GW
of electricity from non-foasil fuel
soAErces by 2030, under its nation-
ally determined contributions to
the Paris Agreement. Solarenergy
15 the dominant contributor to
its renewabde energy  prowth,
accounting for 47 percent of

the total Installed renewsabe
EOSTEY capacity,

The solar power sector has
obxerved a 3450 percent moreis:e
in capacity over the past decade,
rising from 282 GW im 2004 to 100
LW in January 2025 scoording to
the Minlstry of New and Renew-
able Enengy,

The prowth 15 fueled by local
sodar modulbe production, which
in 2004 had a capacity of only
20,

"There = a lok of potential o
India for manufacturing various
ivpes of hardware including PV
mochibes We are  supporting
ocal manufacturing,” Mosdi saicd
“India’s major focus is on Make in
India and local supply chains”

Petroleum  amd  Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh Purd, whao
opemsd the India Energy Week,
urged participants to help chart
a madmap to stabilize energy
markets and strengthéen imterna-

tional coeoperation.

e ‘_._a.-r."r-—r_'-m’: e SR

Approaching smmumer People walk against a sunset in Porto Alegre downtown, Rio Grande do
sul state, Brazil on Monday, A heat wave with temperatures of up to 40 degrees Celsius is hitting the
state of Rio Grande do Sul, which usually has milder temperatures than regions [urther north,
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GENERAL ELECTIONS

Bangladesh plans to hold December polls

Shehab Sumon Dk

Bangladesh is preparing o hold
elections in December, the fimst
seneral vole since the ooster
of Sheikh Hasina, the former
losEtime prime mindster, Electon
Conmimmissioner Abail Fazal
Mohamimad Sanaullah sasd on
Thwesday.

The country's interTim  govern:
meent, headed by Nobel prize
lvapeate Prol Mo hamrmsad Yunus,
has been implementing a series
of rveforms and preparing  for
electbons since laking charpge In
Aupgust, afler Hasina fled Dhaka

amidd student-led  protests  that
called for her resignation.

In November, the transitiosal
authoritkes appointed a new fve-
member  clection  commission,
which held a meeting with foreigmn
envivs on Tuesday to present ity
plans Tor the upeoming polls,

"We have told them that e
must make preparations based
on the carliest possible date for
the election. Our position remains
unchanged, We are preparing

with December in mined”
Sanaubah told ppumalists after the
|:|I.II'I.‘|'|I'|K.

“The npatomal election s

FASTFACT

Chief of Bangladesh's interim
administration carfier said

reforms must take place
bafore alaction.

currently the Elechion Comimis-
SHOM'S priorify.”

Yunus previously said that
Hangladesh could hald ebections
by the end of 2025 or In the
lirsl hall of 2026, provided that
electoral reforms take place first.

This [ncludes  having the
Elechion Commuission prepare a

W voler list, a process expeched
fo take months.

Folloawings 15 vears ol unibler-
ruptenl  mule, Hasina and  her
Awami League party had allegediy
paoliticized key povernment insti-
mtions, Including the Election
Coamaission,

In a report sithmitted to the
mnterim government last week, a
special commission on electoral
reforms said that Hasinag was
responsthle for rgging the last
three national polls in Bangla-
desh, & it proposed more than
200 recomimencations o mprove
v conniry s voling system.

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Aging population

Singapore
seniors hoof it

to horse therapy

Singapore on Tuesday started
an inbtkative to expand ts
SeTbOr care progrim using
horse therapy as the wealthy
chitv-state grapples with the
challenges of a rapidly aging
population.

“"Haydays with Horses" is
a two-vear program to tap
into the therapeutic power
ol miniatiure horses (o help
senpors improve their physical
health, cognitive functions
and] pevehological well-being.
The Southeast Asian nathon
has one of the region’s most
rapidly aging populations and
offickals have warned that the
“silver tsunami” is a Key long-
term threat. AFP

Power struggle

Philippines
LKicks ofTf poll
campaigning

Campaigning for the Philip-
pines’ midterm elections
kicked off on Tuescday against
a fractured political backdrop,
hetghtened by a high-profile
row among warring elites that
cilminated in last week's im-
peachment of Vice President
=ara Luterte.

The impeachment could see
Duiterte removed from her
post and banned for life from
pubhic office and comes amid
an escalating feud between
her and President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. Their fallout has
sent ripples through Philip-
pine politics, turning the
midierins into a high-stakes
power sirugele. Reuters
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Experiments of the Mind’

EMIELY MARTIN
Experimantal cognitive our latest purchase. How did
peychology research is a cxperimantal peychology comae
hidden force In our to play an outsized role In
onbrea lives, We thase developmants?
engage with it, “Experimaeants af
often unknowingly, ..:":’“:_-'-_ the Mind" considers
whenover we siesSssse | this question
download a haalth through a look ot
app, complete a 1‘[ cognitive psychology
Facebook quiz, or rate laboratories.

Somber mood

Sweden honors
victims of a

mass shooting

Government offices, schools
and workplaces fell silent in
Sweden at midday on Tues-
day in remembrance of the
victims of a mass shooting at
an adult education center last
week when a gunman killed
10 people belore turning his
weapoen on hims=ell.

Swodes, grown reluctantly
accusiomed to gangland
bombings and shoolings,
were still stunned by the Feb.
4 attack_ in which Rickard
Andersson, a4 A5-vear-old
unemployed loner, opened
fire on students and teachers
at the Campus Risbergska
school in the city of Orebro.
Reuters

Major operation

Sicily police
arrest 150 in
Mafia blitz

Italian police arrested almost
150 people Tuesday in a
major operation against the
Sicilian Maha in Palermao,
arcas of which remain in the
erip of powerfnl Cosa Nosira
clans. Warranis were issuedd
against a total of 183 people,
36 of whom were already in
custedy, for crimes including
mafia-type criminal associa-
tion, attempted murder, ex-
tortion, drug trafficking and
iliegal pambling, police said.

Maore than 1,200 officers
were invabved in dawn rmsds,
in what media reports said
was the bigpest operation
against the Cosa Nostra since
054, AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Opinion

Power, wealth and governance in the modern world

DF. TURKI FAISAL AL-RASHEED

n contemporary =ociety, the phrase
"fodlow the money ™ serves as an il
hpminating principle for unraveling the
ITICATE CORMECTIONS DINONE Virkmes
e Ll H 1| is-.'-:ull.-._]1.1|rli|'|||.|.|‘.i_l. thioee inder-
bwincd with governance, Thies concept
ermphsizes the critical need fo lnvestgate
Uhee motivatsons taal fuel decisions made af
the hghest echelons of power, By anabvang
the actions and policies of mfluential leaders
throuzh the lens of financial interests amd
contral, one can uncover a profeuncdly tangled
weks Ehaid [k poves, wiesalih .||1||J;l.:-1.|_'|'|u1r||_'-|'.
The recent potitical discoumse surrounding
LTS President Donald Trump and members
of his administration has prompied subsian-
tial debate over thelr approsech to leader-
sAEIL Orvbhes amgsue thal Trump'’s methods
reflect a troubling trend that dimindshes
the lines between natsonalism and detrs-
mertlal practices, Kather than uphodding the
[oundational values of conservatism, some
view these actions as a form of vandalism
an indiscriminate assault on long-standing
inatitutions, alllances amd cultural norms.
Az Trump amplified his influence and
unpredictability, he banlt allances with

&
As Trump

amplified his
influence and

unpredictability,
he built alliances
with some

of America’s

wealithiest
individuals

&

B AL

Bk ot f

Ras
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sommne of Amertca’s wealthiest individuals;
hi= administration includes 14 billionaires,
reflecting his strategy of consolidating
power through tles to the financial ellte,
This intricate dance bhelween ||-::-|1[||_'.:|i
power and wealth raises concerns about
the integrity of governance, as the inter-
twining of financial ambition with political
decision-making enhances the risk of the
interests of a privileged few being priori
tized at the expense of democratic values.

While it may seerm that Trump's actions
primanily serve his personal interests and
those of his close allies, the consequences
for Amenican society are profound. For
exampde, the ongoing trade war, rather than
uphftme working-class Amencans, often
appears o further elevate Trump's financial
stakes, presenting an ironic contrast to the
mokinting struggles faced by many citizens
el g 1o meel Lhedr besae s,

As the challenges facing the global
landscape intensify, the urgency of the need
to reassess howy wealth is distributed has
never heen clearer. The historical predilec-
than for wealth accumulbation benefiting a
select Tew cannod sustain itsell modebmitely

Or. Tk Fosa Al-Pashesad
e i e ot prafesais ol
e LiFevelr mly CF AS20ino §
Colagn of Agriculiune and Life
B beres 0 thes Departrmesit
of Brosysiems Enginessiog He
k= thee guthecr of Tagreuiuras
LS imant Sratankess: | 5d
ol Exaibediish

E: & TurkifRashead

For Tl wer=ipn o o 1

WA AFahnEw e oM S cpininn

Acknowledgimg this reality necessitates
a collective awakening and robust poditical
resalve. Society must prioritize haman
needs by creating an envirommenit that
not merely prosperous, but also equitable
and just. By adopting this principle, we can
erthance living standards for all and collab-
aratively address the multifaceted challenges
that hie ahead, forgnge & path toward a
brighter and more sustamable future.

Aswe navigate this compdex, landscapse of
power, wealth and govermancs, i comit-
ek I_||.'-.1,||.'-.1._|i||.-'|| ||:' v fHNenl fInerpes
&5 2 prvotal pathway For progress i the Arab
workd. [ entails ot just economic rebanidimg
but also ensuring that the moral underpin-
nings of governance emplasize justice amwd
ey, The rechless stralegies of the st have
continually fatled to vield desired owtcomes,
emphasizing the need for a paradigm shift in
I the US engges with the Micdle East,

History serves as a reminder that continual
reliance on the falled methods of military
intervention and suppaort for oppressive
regimes will only breed more instability
anl .=-|.|I1:'ri1:||;. pisdesicl, [l erimg an enviroi-
ment where all mcdivicluals can realize thear

/ Tan yﬂ};ﬁ;, :

.::;

potental, particularly throwgh the recogmni-
tkon of Falestinian rights, may hold the key to
bomg-term peace and prosperity.

As restdents of a global soclety, i falls
Lo L% B |'||:,|_n1|;:-i||r|__i|.|:-.li|'|'_4'-:4|_|iI:]. anicl
acoountability, ensuring these principles
remain at the foeelront of our collective
consciousness, Ulhmately, navygting the
nexues of povwer, wealth and governance
requires a diligent critique of currend
gyatems, advocacy for ethical leadership
and a fundarsental commitment to uplifting
human cligEily actoss ill socieles

In conclusion, the complex interplay of
power, wealth and governance underscores
myTiad challenges existing within contempo-
rary society, By thoughtfully navigasting these
Eadies, Insising upon acoovntabelty amd
prioritizing the well-being of all mdividuoals,
we can work owarnd a more egueitable future,
e fuast o Uhe 1S bagt o Uhe world al Large.

A renewed focus on sustamabde devel-
opmenl, coupled with a concerted efforn
to resodve the Palestinian issue, emerges
a5 hoth a moral ebligation and a practical
necessity In budlding a future grounded in
cooperation and mulual respect.

o
-I-—-

Ba
YWorld leaders
expressed
revulsion at
the notion of
uprooting the
Palestinians and

taking over their
ancesiral lands

Netanyahu's arrogance pushing region to the precipice

avdi Arabia has hit back ai
zracli Prime Mindster Benjgamin
Melanvahus armogni sigpesiion
that the Kingdom should host a
Palestinian state, while rejecting
the premise that Palestinians
mrust be displaced from thedr native Land.
The Kingclom's Foregn Mindstry sadcd that it
rejecie] "such statements that aim tocdiver
attention from the continuouws Ccrimes com
mitted by the Israeli occupation against the
Falestinian brothers in Gaza, inclading the
ethnic cleansing they are subjected to”
Netanyahu's tonguwe-in-cheek siatenwent was
ot oy reckless andd in poor tasge, but it also
b kfirecl, s Arab cagnitals pallked to condemn
hus position and defend the Saudh position. Al
the sama ime, workd leaders cxpressed revad-
sb0on at the notion of uprooting the Palestinians
anid taking over thedr ancestral lands
Netanyahu's aghty artinde was hoosted
by US Prestdent Donald Trumgp'’s shocking
announcement last week, at a White House
press conderence with the Esraeli premier, that
thees 175 wwodndd “take ovier™ and “own” Gaza

while displacing its residents so that it can
turyt it it the “Riviera of the Middbe East”

."-.'|*I:|||}'.||||:| and hi= exiremmst coslition
partners were quick to prase Trump's
plan, even as US officials scumied to lone
down his statement by claiming that it was
based on humanitarian grounds. Others
saldd that Gazans would eventually be
illowed (o retum. Bul Tromp's confusing
and showking Gaza pian presented a belea
puered Netanvahu with an opportunity to
wrigele out of commitments to the cease-
fire dheal reached last month with Hamas,

And when Netanyahu supmested that
sankdi Arabia should host @ Palestimimn state,
Rivadly was equally resolute in denouncing
L Israieh premier, Even in Iscael itself,
Netanyahw has been attacked for provoking
America’s closest Arab ally, one that Tromp
hopes to bring imio the Abraham Accords. By
irying to be clever, Netanvahi has sealed the
fate of any rmapprochement with Saudh Arabsda
— at beast for as long as he 1s in power,

Bt despate his diplomatic Nop, the Tsraell
premuier s looking for ways to use Tnompe's

OS5AMA AL-BHARIF
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surprise paosition on Gaza to derail the
second phase of the ceasefire deal with
Hamas and restart military operalions,

He seemes o be petting his way, as things
have begun deternorating quickly on the state
of the trece. On Momday, Hamas issued a
statement saving that Israed had been violating
the cesedine deal and that, in response
the: movement heed decadesd to indefinmely
postponc the further redease of Israch captives.

Trumep's rrational Gaza statements, as
well as Netanyahuw's arrogance, cowld now
lead to the collapse of the ceascfire and
the return to a horrifc bombardment of
Gaza, Metanvahu's fanx pas on Saudi Arabia
and his support for the ethnle cleansing of
Palestinians will complicate Tromp's bid (o
revive the Abraham Accords. They should
instead create much-needed momentum
for a united glohal front to oppose lsrael's
annexation of Palestinlan Lands.

Meanwhile, there has been a muted
reaction to Isracl's month-long campaign
to destrov Palestinian refugee camps in e
West Bank. According to the UN, at least

+0 00D Palestinians have been displaced
froam Jendn and other refugee camps in
Ly Wikt Bank, Dozens have been killed,
the [atest being two women, one of them
a pregnant 23-year-old. Israc] has also
demalished tens of homes and destroyed
vital infrastruchure in at least two camps.

This, along with the financial strangula-
tion of the PA, 15 aimed at encouraging
what ultrarcligioaus Jewish leader Itamar
Ben-Gvir has called the "voluniary migra
tion” of Palestinians. Tramp s yet to
divulee what he thinks Israc] should do in
the West Bank.

These are dangerous times not only for
e Palestinlans but for the entire reglon.
Israel extremists are now in control of
Isracl, which has gone rogue.

An Arab summit in Cairo this month will
discuss the dangerons spival of events in the
region that have been encouraged by Tramp
aricl beed by Netanyahu and his fellow zealots,
The message showld be o resounding one,
eciwaing around the workd and heard partica-

Larly i Washangton and Tel Aviy,
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Grassroots peacebuilding the bedrock of a lasting peace

or now, the prospect of reach-
ing a peaceful settlement to
the Israedi-Palestinkan conflict
% a remode possibility. Flow-
ever, while many feel sheer
despair, the present moment
is also an opportunity to revisit what has
gone badly wrong over more than 30
vears af attempds to reach a lasting peace
between the two sides.
There i5 litthe doubt in oy mind that,
while the architects of

peacebuilding organizations and initia-
tives mushroomed. MNevertheless, it was
the lack of understanding by governments
of how the work of such organkzations
wits crucial in breaking down the barriers
betwesn mdivicduals and groups by
rehumanizing the other and building trust
that was a missing piece in the peace-
making pgsaw puzzle,
The longer wars persist and inflict
mutual pain and suffering, the more both
shedes dehumanize and

the 19483 Oslo Accords “ demonize the character
on both sides were of the entire group
MEOESSETY COMPromises _ least ¥ rically, se
required to reach a firal |Hft'h|!il.. the more both an abjective of causing
status agreement, Lhey sides dehumanize maximum damage ancd
failed to achieve this amdl demonize the suffering to each other.
because they believed character of the Hence, any peace-

in an "elite peace” In i making must restore
their focus on pushing Chiire group empathy between all
forward the peace that they face involved in the conflict,
process, they neglected as well as the ability to

the need to build a critical mass of support
for this long and hazardous joumey
through closely collaborating with a civil
socicty that could spread the message of
peace far and wide.

This is nod to say that there was no
thriving civil society in support of
the Oslo Accords. And following the
sigming, there emerged people-to-people

actively listen to esch other’s narrative
and grievances and intermalize these on
the path to building trust,

Crovermmcnits are just not prared to that,
while grassroots organizations are designed
tx cho exactly that. They also have the
passion to create the safe spaces that foster
these important traits of empathy, compas-
skon, mutual respect and a sense of justice

YOS MEKELBERG
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in order to see the haman and humane
sicle of those who we have regarded as our
enemdes and to leam to trust them.
Iranically, it was before the peace
process started and prior to the escala-
tion of hostilities between lsraclis and
Palestinians during the two intifadas that
ordinary lsraelis and Palestinians wsed
to dally engage in day-to-day activitles in
normal settings, However, as a resull of
the flareup in viclence, this unfortunately
carme o an abrup halt.

participation in peace processes 15
internationally recognized as a vehicle (o
achieving a more inclusive and sustain-
ahle peace, peacemaking ks sl very
much preserved as the domain of poditi-
cians and diplomats, often including the
active involvement of gencrals. Such
groups might be crucial to dealing with
Izsnes such as security and the demarca-
tion of borders, but they are typically less
competent in handling the psychological-
emuithonmial skide of a

Moreover, checkpoints ii comflict, which is equally
and the separation wall ar even more anportant,
were erected and that PE'HEEIIIH.I'EI.IIH is There is sometimes
is where bad fences and an unsubstantiated
checkpoints created had still very much the beblel that those who
neighborly refations. domain of politicians . .jve in people-lo-
Palestinians see and diplomats, often  people peacebuilding
mainly eccoupyving lnf:lu-ﬂélng the Are pave — some would
soldiers and settlers, even argue simplistic —
while Israelis percelve active involvement and fail to understand
Palestinians as a poten- ﬂfﬂlll‘ﬂllﬁ the complexities of a

tial threat — neither
seed the ather's humanity. This makes the
need lor grassrools peacebullding initia-
tives even more crucial to create bridges
betwern communities that have stopped
talking to each other, to preserve the
Aare of hope for peace through clvilized
andl frank engagement, and to build
Friendships and trust,

Most frustrating s that, while grassroois

conflict. Nothing could
he further from the truthe It is actually in
Ut diMiecudt, albedt honest, conversations
that take place when people are ready
o face cach other, instead of avoiding
one another or shielding themselves
behind hiases and prejudices to justify the
buklefing of physical and mental walls, that
the complexities of a conflict are revealed
and comsiructively resalved.

i has been almost three and a half

vears sinee the fall of the republic
in Afghanistan. A lot has changed
since then both in the country and
in the global political landscape.
What remains unchanged, though,
15 the plight of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan. The doors of schools, colleges,
undversities amnd other educational institu-
tions are permanently closed for them,
as il they are being punished for some
heinous crimee.

striving hard to get international recog-
nition, Yet, no government has formally
recognized their regime, although they
hawe been able to send thelr diplomatic
missbons to several countries, where they
are being represented on a de facto basis.
[t 15 also noteworthy that most of
the Afrhan embassies and diplomatic
missions from the previous government
have remained intact. I is a kind of digplo-
matic conundrm. Embassies in foreign
countries are, In principie,

When gquestioned, ii not independent entities.
Taliban officials argue that They represent their
the development of relevant ' With the collapse respective governments
procedures, revised curri- of the Afchan overseas, With the collapse
cula and a framework for ' of the Afghan republic back
Afghan girls and women’s pOrernmen In August 20021, one has o
education is underway. in 2021, the seek a good rationale for
These efforts are suppos- couniry’s aid- these diplomatic missions
edly to alipn the education to keop operating,
system with Islamic Sharia. dE[lEIIL‘E'E'Iﬂ With the collapse of
It 15 a dilemma that the eConeny sullered the Afghan government
Taliban are arbitrarily recre-  SeTlous sethacks iy 2021, the country's
aling Islamic principles aid-dependent economy

and redefining the foundations of Afzhan
values for which they have netther the
political legitimacy nor the religious creds-
bility. While on the face of it they might be
justifving this based on their oam narrow
and ultraconservative interpretation of
Islam, in realfty it is aimed al serving their
polifical interests,

Ever since the Taliban took contral of
Afghanistan, the de facto rulers have been

srm
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Estabfahod in T9ET by
Prince Ahmad bin Salman bin Abdulagiz
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suflered serfous sethacks, as forelgn abd
dwindled from several billion dollars
Lo just a few hundred mailiion dollars
channeled to the UN and some nongowv-
ernmental organizations. Most private
hasinesses and enterprises have ceased
Loy exisl i 1o the uncertain poditical and
CCONMIC clrcumstanoes,

Although measures by the imierim
Taliban administration have maintained
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the value of the Afghan currency and
prices of commaodities have remained
reasonabde ranges, the overall economic
autloak has been dismal, sinee the
puirchasing power of the majority of the
population has significantly declined, A
consistent lack of trust in the incumbent
regime could derail the fragile so-called
positive economic indicators at any thme.

To make matters worse, Afghanistan
is already experiencing the economic

Atghanistan needs a national awakening

Abbas Stanekzai, who was instrumental
in negotiating the Doha peace agree-
meent with the US, has been eritical of the
Taliban's hard-line polickes. There are
reports that Stanekzal might have been
[orced to beave the country in view of
possible order of arrest by the Taliban's
radical supreme leader. There is a necd
for such volces 1o synergize and be lever-
aged for a positive change,

Alzhonistan, once again, stands at a cross-

repercussions of the B roadis. Hegional and global
Trump administration’s f’.i politkeal dymamics cotld
decision o dismantle the tarm the country infoa
115 Agency for Interna- Regional and hatthegroumd, with ordinary
tional Development and ﬁlﬂhﬂlpﬂ"ﬂfﬂl Afrhans the main victims.
its global aid programs. Les Alsa, the couniry coaled
The US government has dy become a hodbed of ghohal
beeen the primary donor to could turn the terrorism, threatening
Afghan relief efforts since mmtn]nmﬂ the region and beyvond if
the povernmeni collapsed. things spiral out of control.
Internal divisions and a battleground, with It i= the national duty of
power struggle within the ﬂl‘[“l‘ltll‘}' “m every Afghan, especialky
Talihan were noticeable the main victims — those with a sense of love

froom Day 1, as multiple
groups tried (o assert greater control over
the grvernment machinery, These differ-
ences are now Increasingly evident, as
rivalry intensifies between the hamndahar-
hased extremely radical group and the
Kahul-hased Taliban leaders whvo seem to
be keen to open up and engage, including
thetr more favorable views on women's
righits to education and worlk,

The Taliban's deputy foreign minister,
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and commitment to the
cotniry, 1o joln forces and budkd a peacefl
mvement for change: a bottom-up, people-
oriented change based on the use of soft
power, dialogue and political discourse.

It is time the Afghans came forward (o
begin a national movensent for change
withvoult foreign influence and coercion,
although the pogitive role of the inter-
national community to fcilitate and
arbitrate should always be welcome,
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We will become a global hub for
gaming and eSports by 2030,
Prince Falsal bin Bandar bin Sultan
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LEAP

SPECIAL COVERAGE

EMPOWERING

$178bn in deals signed to advance

INNOVATORS

Al, digital talent in kingdom

Wave ol investments underscores Ringdom's growing prominence in tech sector

Migum| Hadchi®y Fiyacds

Investments totaling $1.78
hillion marked the third
day of the LEAP 2025 Tech

Conference in Rivadh,
almed al accelerating

artificial intelligence and
digital talent development.

[nddustry leaders, investors, and
policymakers have launched
several indtlatives to drive digital
fransformatkon in Sawdi Arabila,
aligning with Yiston 2030 to
position  the Kingdom at the
forefromt of the digital age.
Among these, Equinix, a global
leader in digital infrastructure,
announced a $1 billion invest-
ment in data centers nationwidse,
darting with a
[actity to =erve hyperscale and
retall customers in the region
"Equinix has been at the conter
of technolozical  advancemenis
for 36 vears. Dur global inter-
conmection hubs allow data 1o
move scambessly worldwide, and
Y, W Iy |-"-;|:-.|I||.||I:|j: I||rI|'|-e'r
mto Saucti Arada” sasd Judith
Gardmer, vice president of growth
and emerging markets at Equinix.
sauchi  Arabias Communica-
foms, Space, and Technology

FOO-TeEawall

COImErsseEan B It ke
Cohort 3 of = innovative
regulatory sandbox  program,

aimied at empowering innova-
tors amdl startups o test new
technolosies.

Abdulaziz Al-Batli, general
manager of technology enable-
ment at C5T, emphastzed Che
commission's approach. which
balances ample space for innova
Hon with necessary regulatory
oversight.

To  Iurther
Aratva’s posilion as a regronal
bechnolosy and mmova
lom  hub, DAMAC: EDGNEX

salicily  Sauwdi

e

W ;

DIMTECH e _l:

o i,
L

unvelled plans to expand its
investments in data centers for
chyud computing and Al across
the Kingdom.

The company alms to develop a
SO0-meawalt capacity by 20040,

aligning with the country's
broader digital transformation
enals,

This kit commple-
ments  the wave of invest-
ments  annoanced ai LEAFP

2025, reinlorcng Sadi Arabaa’s
commitment (o enhancing
its digital infrastructure and
fostering an Al-driven economy.

several  investieent  Tunds
pledged a total of 6265 mlllion 1o
supgrort sartups specializimg m
Al, paming, and inmovative tech
sodutions. These investments

bring the Kingdom’s total venture
capital commitments announced
at LEAP to nearly 5700 million,
with AL

chechicited o startup mvestmenls.

clowe o mdllion

Talent development
WhiteHelmet introduced ASIF,
the firsi Al-powered constrec-
o agenl rl_q'h'i|::|1|_*.|l I reviil-
tionize the building industry by
optimnizing speed and efficiency,
Ackelitronally, Ml lcTosodl
announced the establishment of
the Kingdom's first Data Center
Academy in partnership with the
Natlonal IT Academy.,
“This Iahative aligns
Microsoft's mis=sion to provide
cutting-cdpe  digital skills and
training, ensuring saudi Arabias

with

HIGHLIGHTTS

® Equinix, a global leader

in digital Infrastructure,
announced a $1 billion
imvestment in data centers
nationwide, starting with a
100-megawatt facllity to
serve hyperscale and retall
customeans in the region,

# Baudi Arabla's Communications,
Space, and Technology
Commission has launched
Cohort 3 of its mnovative
regulatory sandbox program,
aimed at empowering innovators
and startups to test new

technologmes.

workforce 1= ready for  the
Al-driven future,” said Zainah
Al-Amein, vice president of
national digital transformation
al Microsofl,

Stmilarly, Huawel, in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of
Comrmunications  and  Infor-
mation Technology, umvelled
plans for a Future Skills Center
io enhance Al expertise in the
reEguan.

Accenture and Atoamcamy ilso
lunched the first Al Academy
in Sauci Arabia. aiming to train
20,000 Saudi professionaks by
2050,

CST Mahamimed
Al-Tamimi, highhghted key
themes shaping LEAP 2035,
including Al clouwd computing,

(riV,

Dutch designer
Anpulk

Wipprecht
brought a
Futuristic
vislon to LEAP
2025 with

her cellection
of roatic

draRadas. o0
photo Dy Madin

Haa9 &

quanium technologies, and the
micrsection of space and the
digital economy.

“We are witnessing the secomd
phass of our space rack, wilh
over 20 events dedicated o
discussions on space compet
tion and the connection between
gpace and the digital economy”

sadel Al-Tamimi

Gaming industry
The saming mdusiry also saw
simificant  invesiments,  with

HGM announcing a 300 million
commitment to bring top gaming
fithes 1o Rivadh, The BRingdom's
sl fajod r|1||il.:|r_l.' shianleg Lailn| e
is 51 o launch in Oeiober, devel-
oped by a team with experience
in franchises like Call of Duty.

Relra Takla,
Ream Walld [y ach

Ligiial system integrator Orange
Business 15 set to rodl owt “Smart
City-as-a-Service”™  in Saudi
Arabia, aiming to drive signifi-
cant financial and time savings, a
seplor company ofliclal said.

speaking o Arab News on
the sidelines of LEAP 20045 mn
Hivadh, Mohammed Al-Jeraisy,
managing director of Saodi
Arakis Alrica, the
servioe Wil develop Smart Cily
applications for clowd deploy-
menl, capitallzing on the sectors
rapud growih

amil sairl

The Saucki Smart Cltles market
is projected o expand consid-
erably, with revenue expocted
to it 8560 million by B3OS,
aocording to data firm Statista.
Globally, the US is projected to
eenerate the highest revenue in
the segpment at 22706 billion in
ihe same VAT,

“This is something that is
known — it's a challenge. When
vou implement a Smart City
splution, deployment is costly
[Eme-Consuming.  These
prajects Bvpacally (ake yvears o
dhevedop and build. What a Smart
Clty-as-a-Service solutlon  does
today 1= help customers adopl

and

Al ADOFTION

Orange Business to offer subscription-based Smart City services

Mohammed Al-Jeralsy, managing
director of Orange Business, Sauwdi
Arabda and Afrloa. AN photo by
Abdulrahman bin Shalhoue

the sofution quicksy, saving bhatly
fime and costs,” Al-Jernsy sad,
He added that the new model
could cut cosis by 40 to GO
percent and reduce  adoption
time by up to 80 percent.
Al-Jeraisy also highlizhted
the flexibility of the subscrip-
fioa-based moddel, which alloas
Ccustomers
smart City services as necded
“When it comes to Smart City
services, there are many — plenty
of them. You can think of makor
services like a city scommand and
conired center, which s essential
Yiou alkko need solutions for the

eovimonment  amd  applications

o choose speciic

fowr tralfic manageremnl
voul can star using these services
immediately and access them
theough the platform.” Al-Jeraksy
sitdil

The model enables customers
to opt in and out of services as
required, “You can sobscribe
ier the service foday, use i o
a5 long az vou need, amd stop
whenever vou decide. You can
then go for another service.
I think that's one of the key
benefits we oller o customers.™

he added.

Despite the name, Smart City-
As-g=-Service is not limited tocities,
Ad-Jeraasy sapdl, "I can b wsexd for

Toclay,

cAampiises, shidiams, vents, ancd
even universifics because wwhad
truly matters are the applications
and use cases we build on the
platform,” Al-Jeraisy saic

Saudi Arabia i= cmerging as
a leader in Smart City and Al
adoption, he noted, adding
that the global adoption rate
for Smart  City-as-a-Servace
currently stands at 33 percend
and is expected to rise as more
customers recognize s benefits.

CIrange Lhieern

Rusipness  has

in large-scale Smart
City projects in Saudl Arabia and
thye Mickdle East for more than
a diecacle,

iivioslvied
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Business Saudi Arabia

PII forum
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SHAPING THE FUTURE

rve private sector g

and fimanclxl
services. e

rowth

with new partnerships, investments

[vent to catalyze strategic alliances and expand economic opportunities in key industries

Reem Walld Fopocdh

Saudi Arabia’s Public
Investment Fund is set

to unveil new private
sector partnerships and
Investment Initlatives at
its annual Private Sector
Forum, scheduled for
Feb. 12-13 In Riyvadh.

The event, which will bring
together more  than 80
PIF-backed companies, seeks 1o
strengthen supply chains, boost
local manufacturing, and accel-
erate economic diversification
under YVision 20040,

Mow in its third year, the forum
will spotlight business opporiu-
nities with the sovereign wealth
fund and iix portfolio compa-
nies, Kentily podential prospects
for imvestors and suppiers, and
expand avenues for ocollabo-
ration, It will also serve s a
bridge between FIF, its portfolio
companies, and the private
sector, reinforcing localization
efforis.

The event alipns with Saudi
Arabia’s push to boost privaie
secior participation  in its
economic diversification efforts,
with the wealth Tund playing a
Kty role in this transformation.

Estabdished in 1991, the fund
manages asseis cstimated at
5030 bhillion amd s central to
Sauddl Arabia’s strategy 1o reduce
reliance on oil, with investments
spanmng lechnology, tounsm,
and infrastructure both locally
and globally.

The forum provides a platform
for engagement, cmpha-
siring partnership opportuni-
ties between PIF, its portfolio
companies, and the local private
s Lo,

It also offers nelworking
oppoartunities and direct socess
o supplier registration  with
porifolic  frms.  Additionally,
participants can learn about PIF
programs designed to support
the private sector,

Workshops and
insights

The event will feature special-
ized workshops led by experts
romm PIF andd jos paortfolio compa-
nies, providing ingights  into
investments and supply chain
opportunilies. These sessions
will highlight expected demand
for key products and services,
equipping businesses with the
knowledge o make informed
checisions,

The event 1= expecied (o draw
over 12000 visitors, including
more than LOOO C-level execn-
tives from the public and private
seclors. It will feature over 120
speakers, 15 panel discussions,
and 25 warkshops.

Some of the key speakers
inclwde  Saudi  Minister  of
Municipalities Majed Al-Hogail,
Minister of Transport and Logis-
tice Saleh  Al-Tasser, Invest-
ment Minister Khalid Al-Falil
afd Minister of Eoonomy and
Planning Faisal Al-Ibrahim.

Ceer CED James Deluca,
Rivadh Air CEQ Tony Douglas

and Manden CEOQ Robert Wilt
are also  scheduoled to speak
gt the event. (dher notable
participants include Ferry Todd,
head of the national develop-
ment division at PIF;, Ranjith
Powell, head of ports and trans-
port infrasiructure st PIF; and

Abcullah Al-Hussaini, head ol

strategy and engagement at PIF.

Attendees can engage with
maore than 100 portfolio
company booths, 10 government
entity booths, and participate in
1} business matching sessions.

Adiditionally, over LOAEh
memarandums o under-
standling are expected to be
sigmed, with 80 ministers and
government officials in atten-
ibance. The forum will also
include  five side events and
speclal comers.,

Panecl discussions will bring
topether thought leaders [rom
government entities, PIF, and lis
portfolio companies, discussing
the prvate seclor’s vital role
in Saudi Arabia’s development,
successiul collaborations with
the wealth fund, and oppaortu-
nities in emerging sectors and
giga-prajects.

The forum will also feature
key announcements from PIF,
reinforcing its commitment io
private sector collaboration to
drive economic growth.

The event will feature four
Ak
ment and collaboration opportu-
nities, as well as manufactunng
and localization through panels
and matchmaking  sessions

iracks, covering invesi-

FASTFACTS

= Established in 1971, the
fund manages assets
estimated at $8930 billion and
ie cantral to Saud] Arabla's
strategy to reduce rellance
on oll, with investmeants
I|:II.I'II'I-F'IE tun-hn-ul-nﬂ.,
towrism, and infrastructure
both locally and globally.

® The event, which will

bring together more than

20 PIF-backed companies,
seoks to strengthen

supply chains, boost local
manufacturing, and accelerate
economic diversification
wnder Vision 2030,

® The forum s expected to
draw over 12 000 visitors,
including more than 1,000
C-level executives from the
public and private ssctors. It
willl feature over 120 spaakers,
15 panel discussions,

and 25 workshops.

® It will feature speclalized
workshops led by experts
from PIF and its portfolic
companies, providing insights
imto investments and supply
chain opportunities.

& Over 100 Mols are expected
to be signed, with B0 ministers
and government officials

in attendance. The foram

will also include five side
evenis and special corners.

cofineciing privale seclor pepire-
sentatives with PIF  portiolio
companies, It will also include
workshops on financing tools
and capltal market opporia-
nitles, along with sessions
highhghting key programs and
indtiatives available to private
sector irms.

Day 1 highlights

The forum will open with a
kevmote ceremony, Tollowed by
painels on government suppor
for the private sector, supply
chain localization, and biotech
erowih. Presentations  will
gpoatlight mdustry leaders such
a% ALAT, Ceer, Ma'aden, NUPCO,
and Cruise Sauodi.

Key  sessbons  include  the
MUSAHAMA Awards and a
firesicle chat on Rivadh  Air's
vision for aviation. Workshops
at the PSF Pavilion - Lab 1 will
cover bocalization, Rnance, and
infrastmicture, while Palmgrove
- Lab 2 will host panels on Saudi
Arabia’s automotive, transport,
and logistics seciors

Day 2 highlights

The sccond day will feature
panels on real estate marke
enablers, oovering  steategy,
regilation, heensing, deal strue-
tures, lunding, and partnerships.
Presentations  will  highlight
kev prajects, including Jeddah
Central Development, NEOM,
New  Murabba, ROSHN, and
Ring Abdullah Economic City.
Fireside chats will explore
Red Sea Globals luxury tourism

push, Dirivah Co's histor-
ical sigmificance, amd Rua Al
Madinah’s vision for cnhancing
Visitor expericnces.

Workshops at PSF Pavillon -
Lab 1 will focus on contractor
programs, Als mole in Saadi
Arabda, and the Innovation
ecosystem. Palmgrove - Lab 2
will cover manufactunng accel-
eration, sports invesiment, and
saucdi  investment opportumni-
tes, The MUSAHAMA Deslgn
Competition Awards will also
take place.

FIF=s Private Sector Foram
15 emerging as one of the most
significant  business  evenits
in Saudi Arabia, not only as a
networking platform but also
as a driver of tangible economic
CMAlCET e

The 2024 cvent saw strong
privaie  seclor participation,
with agreements signed across
industries, including construoe-
tion and financial services. The
forum attracted over 9000
attendecs and showcased more
than 10 investiment and supply
oppoTtunities,

This year's forum is expected
to hauild on that momentum, with
a strong emphasis on investrment
facilitation and supply chain
resthienee,

The forum will conclude with
a series of closing remarks from
PIF executives, summarizing key
takeaways, new business agree-
ments, and upooming initiatives
aumeed at further integrating the
private sector into Sawdi Arabia's
economic growlh plans,



ARAE NEWS Wednesday, February 12, 2025

Jusiness News

13

Dayan Abou Tine =yach

Egypt's headline consumer
price Index recorded

2435.5 polnts in Jamuary,
reflecting an annual
inflation rate of 23.2
percent, down slightly firom
254 percent in December,
according to officlal data.

Figures from the nation’s Central
Ageney for Public  Mohilization
ane Statistics show that Egvpd’s
inflatkon slowwdown was primarily
driven by a L8 percent decline in
vigetable prices rom Decembser
ko Bamuary, alongsicde a 0.3 peroent
decrease in fish and seafood prices.

Meamwhile, costs  remsained
stahle across key sectors such as
education, healith services, and
belecomimumcations

However, according to  the
report, soone essential commods-
== saw notable price hilees. Bread
and cereal prices rose L3 peroent,
while meat and pouliry prices
surged 5 percent. Dadry, cheese,
ane egps revorded a
merease of 0.3 percent, and odls
and fauts cdged up by 0.7 percent.

i e

COST OF LIVING

Egypt’s inflation eases
slightly in January: data

Analysts expect inflationary pressures to persist in the near term

I;_ﬂ""..L :

A,

Wyisd

Desplte & slight moderation in
annual inflation, alevated food

and transport costs remain
a key challenge for Egyptinn
households. Foulera Flle

I'he shmpest price spike was
m fruits, which jumped by 48
PercEml. Thess price INCreases Were
key contnbutors to the L& percent
momthly inflation in Jamaary,

Fhr

4 "I;
o

comparesd o a [at rescling i
December. Other sectors also experi-
enced price increases. Personal care
prodiucts rose by 1.5 percent, hospital
services by L4 percent and furmish-
migs and howsehold appliances by
(U et as well as elecinicity, gas,
ane fued by 00 percent, and hoted
services by 353 percent,

Compared to January, several

L

.I:_;E ] . ‘H
i

i i
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categores  recomled  substan-
fial anmual increases, the report
showedl Food and beverages
rose by 2002 percent, tobaceo and
alooholic drinks by 205 peroent,
housing, utilities, and fwel by 187
percent, healthcare services by
H0.5 percent, and transpart by 356
percent, while educabion  costs
remained unchanged.

Rk | W

sustainable nutrition.
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The Kuwaiti Danish Dairy Company (KDD)

Launches Landmark Event
“Fixing Food for Health & Planet™ at WEF
Annual Meeting at Davos 2025

Davos, Switzerland on January 22nd, 2025 -
The Kuwaiti Danish Dairy Company (KDD)
hosted a groundbreaking event at the World
Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos,
bringing together global leaders, visionanes,
and changamakers to address the urgent naad
o transform food systems for the benafit of
naalth, sustainability, and rasilience.

“Fixing Food for Health & Planet” was held at
the SDGE Tent in Davos on January 22, 2025.
With the spotlight on actionable solutions, this
transformative dialogue emphasized the critical
rale of metabolic health as the cornarstone ol

The avent featurad a stellar linaup of thought

leaders, including:

* Dr. Robert H. Lustig
* Dr. Gunhild Stordalen

* Ms. Ndidi Okonkwo Nwuneli

The discussion explored innovative strategies to
bridge the gap between food, health, and the
planet while emphasizing the importance of
trust, transparency, and stakeholder
collaboration in achieving measurabla progreass.
Al the haart of the event was the Metabolic
Matrix, KDD's pioneering framework that
integrates 39 evidence- based criteria across
threa core pillars: Support the Brain, Protect
the Liver, and Feed the Guit.

The event's resounding success underscored
the power of collective action in reimagining the
future of food, health, and the planet, KDD is
committed to advancing this vital agenda,
bringing togathear diversa slakeholdears (o lorge

innovative pathways to healthier communities
and a sustainable planat.

Visit the KDD Metabolic Matrix website to learn
more about how the Company is shaping the
future of healthy food systems;
metabolicmatrix.info.

Media Contact
Wolfram Alderson
Executive Manager of Hesearch & Innovation
Fuwaili Danish Dairy Company
Email: walderson@kddec.com
Fhone: +965 9418 7141
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Jobs
Unemployment
rate in France
drops to 7.:3%

The unemployment rate
in France dropped to 7.3
percent in the fourth quarter
of 2024, down from 7.4
percent in the previos
quarter, and below market
expectations of 7.5 percenl,
according to official data.
The mumbser of unemployed
individuals decreased by
GERETLLR 11'.,||'|'|ir|],: a4 lotal ol 2.3
million. Among different age
groups, the unemploymen
rate for those aged 15 to
24 fell by 0.8 percentage
podnis to 1Y percent, while i
decreased by O percentage
podnis o 6.5 percent for

| Bvnse aFedd 25 10 49,
AN

Economy
Norway GDEFP
unexpectedly

contracts in Q4

MNorways maaindand econonm
unexpectecy contracted in the
[ qiaaater of 024, Coming
i belosy analysts’ forecasts amd
the cenitral bank's projection,
o weher investment by
households and companes,
Statistics MNorway data showed
on Twesday.

The Ociober-Decembes
PO sanw a dechng in mamkancd
eross domestie prochuct of 0.4
percent comparcd with the
July-September perxsd, while
economists polled by Reuters
had expected grosvth of 0.2
percent. Overall growih in the
minland econonyy for 20024
stiod al OUf peroenl Nroem Uhe
previous vear. Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

Armazron claimed the top

spot among online retoilers
in the US In 2023, capturing
376 percant of the market.

Hogrng: Tatiztn

MARKET SHARE OF E-COMMERCE
FIRMIS IN LS (20

Eeradis e S

What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Change The Box

JOHMN SPERCER-TAYLOR

This book reveals powerful
strategias to transform
bold ideas into thriving
businesses sms

a review pubsshed

on goodreads.com.
Jahn Spenoar-

Taylor shares

practical advice on

Data

Russia’s budget
deficit jumps
1i-fold

Hussias fiscal deficit jumped
I4-fold in January due o
a T8 percent increase in
spending at the start of the
viear, reaching LY trillion
rubles (81773 billion) or 0.8
percent of national ot put.
“This iz primarily due 1o
Lhe acoelerated hnancing of
expenditurcs within the first
guarter and will not affect
L quarterly trajectonry
or the achievement of the
target parameters of the
structural balance for 2025
a% a whode,” the Finanse
Minestry sawl. The defcit
figure stood at 124 billion
rubles in January 2024,
Reuters

balancing creativity with
commarcial viability.
Readars will leam to navigate
the stages af innovation,
i contains insights on
mantaining company
culture dunng rapid

growth and overcoming
challenges.

Trade war

Tramp signs
orders for sieel,
aluminum tariffs

LIS President Donald Trnamp
skemred execirtive orders to
IFapase 25 perceril [arils on
skeed and alumimum mmports
from March 12, ramping up a
long-promised trade war despite
warmimgs firorn Europe and
Chilia The EU sy Vovwed 1o
retaliate with “proporbonate
Countermeasires”

In an executive order releasied
Momnday, Trnamp saxd “All
impoirts of aluminum articles
and derivative ahuminem
artiches fromm Argenitina,
Anpdralia, Canoda, Mexieo, EU
ponires, and the URK shall
b subpect to the additional
& valorem tariff” He issued a
separate arder for steel. AFP

o Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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Cisco is proud to partner
with the Kingdom to

accelerate its Vision 20350,

Chuok Robbins

Gt o Cnli damd CED

Or

RESS RELEASES
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| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

Al LEAP 2025, Cisco, a global
leadder in networking and
security, unwveiled a series of
strategic initiatives to advance
Al in partnership with  the
Kingdom. By  introducing
atvanced cloud data centers, Al
talent development, and phased
plans for local manufacturing,
Claco is deepening its comrmli-
ment and strengthening . its
parinership with Saudi Arabda.
These mitiatives are desigmed
o enhance Cisco's  regional
presence and | support the
Ringdom's ambitious digitza-
Hon goals under Vision 20050,
accelerating its evolution into a
technology-driven economy,
“*Our parinership with Cisco

highlights the Ringdom's
commitment o accelerating
s diFpal economy  thoough

innavation. These initiatives will
enhance Sawdi Arabias competi-
tiveness bhoth  reglonally  and
imternationally by  promofing
innovation and the adoption of
Al and cloud computing technol-
oeles” said Vice Minister at the
Saudi Ministry of Communica-
tons and I'T Haviham Aloksali,
"Cisco 15 promw] to partner
with the Kingdom to accelerate
ifs Vislon 2000° sald Cisco
Chair and CED Chuck Robhbins,
*Through our investments and
innovation, we are profecting
oreanizations, preparing  the
Saundl workforce for the AT
era, and contributing to the
local economy and manufac-
turing ecosystem. Together,
we will pave the way for a more
comnected and secure futwre”
“By aligning with key initia-
tives of Vision 20030, Cisco s
commitied to belng a catalyst
for digital trunsformation across

PROMOTING INNOVATION

Cisco advances Al to support
audi Arabia’s digitization goals
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By Introducing advanced cloud data certers, Al tadent development. and phased plars for local manufactiuring, Cisco s deepening s commitment to Saudi Arabla

various sectors in the Kingdom.
Ax these prajects advance, they
will help strengthen digital infra-
structure amnd drve  economic
erowth to positively shape Saudi
Arabia’s foture,” said Salman
Fageeh, managing direcior,
Ciseo Saudi Arabla,

Delivering on its  Commil-
ment, Cleoo announced that s
data centers for clowd security

Hr'..’“HF:r':“Hh

HIGHLIGHT

Cisoo's initiatives are designed
to enhance Cisco's regional
presence and support the
Kingdom’s ambitious digitization
goals under Vision 2030,

.
B o

.Hll.';lFJJI

gervices a8 well as the Wehex
Caollaboration Plaiform are now
operational

The security data center
underping Cisco's clowd-hased
gecurity services  including
s New S |SeTVRE 1"-|i|.:|='
sodution, Clsco Secure Acoess
and Umbrella DNS The center
helps customers protect their
WSETs, infrastrociure, arch

investments  against  threat
actors: amd  empowers  them
with llexible security services
and data protection for devices,
remote users, and distributed
focations.

The collaboration data centers
bring extensive services from the
Webex sulte such as meetings
and calling closer 1o customers
it the Kingrhom and region,

ENTERPRISE SUPPORT
Kyndryl reimagines
digital transformation
at LEAP 2025

Fyrdrvl, the worlds largest TT
infrastructure  services  provider,
15 participaling in LEAP 2025
taking place from Fel, 9 to 12 af the
Hivadh Exhibition and Conveniion
Center, Malhamm.

Visitors to Ryndryl™s bootly (GA0
— Hall 3 have the opportuimity to
engige with technical experts amd
consuliants, who are showcasing
sevices amd offerings desigmed to
drive customer sucoess, including
Bymuiryl Bridee. This Al-powered
osen integration  platform helps
enterprises unily on-prenise anxd
clowd environments for enhanced
obescrvability, orchestration, amd
cfficicncy. It also accelerates Al
adoption and ensures regulatory
compliEance, Supparting moee thian
L2200 customers, Kyndryl Bridge
debvers over 3 million  insights
moavthly, driving neary 52 bdllion
I annual savinges

Fanclryl is also sharing insighits
from its 20024 IT Readiness Report,
which highlizhts the gap betwern
IT infrastmecture perception and
preparedness for future nisks for
customeers in the Middle East,
inchiding Saudi Arabia. Regional
fmdings show that 52 percent of
business leaders are  confdent
in their [T, but only 43 percent
Bedieve i = prepared for future
challenges.

Additiomally, Bynadrvl is
presenting its joint offerings with
Google Cloud in data, analytics,
aficl AL Simce 2021, Kymdid and
CGoogle Clowd have partnered to
help global businesses transform
throuwgh advanced Al capabili-
it and trusted mfrastrociure, In
2024, they expanded thedr partawer-
shup to develop responsible gemer-
ative Al solutions and acceleraie
O PL O AMOnE Cuslomeers,

STRHATEGIC INVESTMENT

Dell opens merge and
fulfillment hub iIn Dammam

Diell Technologles has opensed Jis
first merge and fulfillment center in
Sanch Arabia. Located in Disommnaom,
the hub is engineered (o handie up
to GO0,000 units per vear, across
all Dells product lines as customer
clemsan gErows,

The Dammam cenler also
features a second towch manufac-
turing [acility for product customs-
ization of Dells servers to ensure
they meet specific customer needs.
This makes the servers ready-to-
s, redfuees tme-to-market, and
erhanees casbomer sabisficison,

Dell has also relocated = Flat
Panel Monitor Hub o the Dammam
facility to serve local customers,
offering shipment deliveries within
two clavs 1o reduce lead thmes and
enhance operational excellence,

The opening of the new center
represents & phvolal <ep  In
advancing  the EKingdom ICT

ecosystem. The Saudi facility is
Diell's fifth in the EMEA reggon and
reinforces the company’s comimmi-

ment o Saudl Vislon 200 in
driving economic  diversification
through technological inmovation.
The strategic investment builds
on Dells regional  headguarters
ficense to operate in Saudi Arabis
amd will support the Kingdom in
crealing new jobs acioss [ogistics,
minufactunng and technical hekds,
traiming local talemt and nurturing &
culture of innovation

Ll vt s
Daarmmam,
the camter |s

enginesered to
handie up to
BO0, 000 units
e Yoar.

Haytham Alohali, vice minister of
communications and information
techmodosry, sxid: “Dell's dectsion bo
establish its merge and fulfillment
center in Sawll Arabia aghlights
the Eingdom’s emerpence as a
regional huab for  logistics  and
mnovation. This facility will help
creste jobs and strengthen our kocal
rmamnfacturing and supply chaln
capabilities aligned with Vision
2060, Togrther, Sl Arabia and
Dl are batlding a dynamic and
resthent digital economy.”

Corporate
Briefs
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Smartphone

Honor debuts
Magic7 RSR
Porsche Design

AL LEAF 2025, Honor
unvetled its latest collabora-
tion with Porsche Design

— the Porsche Diesign Honor
MazicT RSR, This new
device combines cutling-
edge Al technology with the
sophisticated elegance of
Forsche sports car design,
setting a new stamndard in
the premium smartphone
market.

Linder the theme “LEAP
into Hopor AT World,™ the
company also shared its
plans for expansion, focos-
ing on enhancing the local
CONSUmEer experience and
bringing advanced technol-
OV and preminm service Lo
Saudi customers,

innovation

Zain Multi
Cloud launched

in Kingdom

in a bodd move to accelerate
digital transformation acroass
Saudi Arabia’s public sector
anidl drive cloud adoption,
Zaln ESA introduced Zain
Multi Cloc at LEAP 20025,
As the iirst clowd provider in
the Ringdom to deliver com-
prehensive cloud infrastmac-
ture management through a
unnbied platiorm, Zakn KSA
launched this innovative
service in collaboration with
el

Zadn Mol Cloasd em-
powers organizations with
seamless, centralized cloud
mianagement, Integrating
pubdic, private, and hybrid
environmenis info a single,
unified systom.

Al App
Aster Healthcare
rolls out digital

platform in KSA

Aster DM Healtheare, an
integrated healthcare pro-
vider in the GCC, launched
its flagship digital health
platform "myAster™ at LEAP
20625, This launch aligns
with Aster’s ambitioas plans
to expand its [ootprnt in the
Kingdom and transform the
healtheare experience [or
the people of the country,

With a proven track recond
as the UAE's No. well-being
amd healthcare app and more
than 2 million downloads,
iy Aster 1s sel to redene
digital healthcare m Saucds
Arabia. The app offers an
all-encompsassing suite of
services, Including online
pharmacy, prescription hoame
delivery, appolntment man-
agement, video consultation,
and home care services.
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INTERNATIONAL EVENT

Esports Olympics (o debut in Saudi Arabia laterin 2027 B

AP Lalsanrg

The first Olymplc Esporis Games
will be hosted In Rivadh in 20027,
twor years later than expected
when a 12-vear deal wath Sawdi
Arahia was signed Last year.

The International Olympic
Committes  sabl Tuesday s
[ounding partner lor the event
will be the Kingdom's Esports
Warld Cup Foursdatbor,

The first annual Esporls
World Cup was held last July
and August in Rivadh with
tens of millions of dollars in
prize money pald for games
including Call of Duty, Fortnite
ancl Streel Fighter.

Prince Abdulaziz bin Tuwrki .ln.l-l'l.ll.l]

It 15 unclear which, if any, 7., .. ...
shooter games the 10C will I 1"‘1!
altoww om the Esports Olvmpics .-.
program, which it has repeated|y F‘ “"EIT
said must align with Olympic
yviluies, The firat

A six-person panel, co-chaired mnocal Enports
by veteran [0OC member Ser ::thEtT:ylﬂ
Miang Ng amd Sauc Sports it :
Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Riyadh
Turki Al-Falsal, will work on  prsone oF
decliding the games program, the millllons of
1OC s, dollars in prize

Detailsofthe inaugural Esport= money paid
lympics were confirmed two  for games
days after Saudi Crown Prince  Including
Mohammed hin Salman hosted  Call of Duty,

a visiting Olvmpic delegation in ~ Fortnite and
Straet Flighter.

Hividh, including its president

Roal Madrid's Htallan coach Carle Ancelott] during

a press confereance at the Ethiad Stadium in
Manchester on Monday ahead eve of thelr UEFA

vy, Champlons Ledague match agadnst Manchester City

Thomas Bach, who lraves office
in Jume,

The 12-year deal was confirmed
kast July on the eve of the Parls
Olympics as the latest prime
sporting assct {or the Kingdom
to oo or host. FIFA confirmed
sandi Arabia as host of the 2054
Waorld Cup In mens socoer in
December.

10 members were told in
Paris the vision for the Exporis
Olympics was (o hold it every
fwo  years starting inm 2005,
with “physical, simulated and
elecironic games” included.

Qualifying competitions for
nationil leams are set (o star
this year.

CYCLING

‘A Dream Come 'True’: Elisa LLongo

Borghini and UAE Team ADQ

make history at the women's tour

Third edition of UAE Tour Women, the A

liddle East's first and only Women's

World Tour race, signals rapid growth of women's professional cycling

Davwn Barncallde A0 Dhabl

“A dream come true”
Those were the words
of an elated Mellssa
Moncada, head of team
at UAE Team ADGQ, alier
her squad made history
on Sunday by securing
the overall win at

thelr home race.

The UAE Tour Women, part of
the Women's WorldTour — the
highest ter of women's cvcling
— has been a key target [or the
tesarm sinde the races first edition
in XKL

Along with team classification,
[talinn star Elisa Longo Borghini
claimed the prestigious general
classification red jersey for UAE
Team ADQ, wilh teamimate
Silvia Persico securing second in
the GC. Rarlijn Swinkels placed
fifth overall, while Lara Gillespie
claimed the black jersey in
the Intermediate Sprints
Classification — a remarkable
achievement on her Wamen's
WorldTour debut  alter  bedng
cilled up from the UAE sgquad’s
development team. Teammates
Elynor Backstedi and sprinter
Safie van Roodpen, who baunced
back from a crash on sage
one, provided cracial support
throughout the four davs of
racing.

Lomgn Borghini's decisive
attack on Jebel Hafeet on Stage
3 proved to be the burming: paoint.
With Persico setting a relentless
pace, Longo Borghind launchied
a perfectly timed attack 3 Km
from the finish line, sccurng
a dominant victory and wvirtu-
ally sealing the owverall title.
Following Longn Borghind was
Persico in second place. The
teams  overall triumph  was
seiled on the fnal Stage 4 on
Sunday, despite Lorena Wiches

i‘

of S Worx-Protinee dominating
the sprint  fndshes, winnimg
three of e Tour stages.

A pivotal moment
Speaking to Arab News at the
end of the tour about the crucial
moment in the race, Moncada
praised the entire team's effort,
particular]y the  dynamic
between Longo Horghing and
Persico on Stage 3.

“Persico really is an athlete
that can defend and fight for
the victory of the leader” sal<d
Moncada, “Even though she
brought Elisa to the amazing
position that she was in, she
fought to the end and arrived

e I, -
EBan Lomgs Barghini of ltaly hed UAE Team ADQ to a historic win ot the third editlion of the UAE Tour Wamen, Oatty Imags

in second positian, It's like they
almost crossed the line together,
=0 1 Was amazing.”

For Persico, who has known
Longo Borghini for vears but
had never raced alongswie her
until now, the partnership felt
instinctive.

“It really seemed that we were
always racing together, We just
understand  each other  really
well” said Per=sico.

"l just started to work at the
bottom of the climb and 1 was
just pacing a bit hard, T wanted
Lo drop as many girls as possible.
And then when Ellsa attacked,
in my mind T was ‘okay, |ob
finished, I can rest” But then

1 saw that T was feeling pretty
gl — a1 it tredd, yes, of colrse.
And I said, 'okay, I'll try to do
my best for the achievement, so
mavhe second place.” And veah, 1
cheddn™ grve up and, in the end, 1
finished secomd.”™

Reflections on

a team victory

Al the team presentations al the
Fatima bmt Mubamak Ladies
Sports  Academy on  Sunday
morning, ahead of the fAnal day
of racing, Longo Borghind — wiho
won the moe's inaugural edition
m 2023 and counis the 2024
Criro d’ltalin Women and Tour
of Flanders among her many

victories — reflected on her Stage
3 Wi,

"The race was very spectac
wlar," she said, acknowledging
the crucial role her team played
"Evervone was really commitied
to frving to win the stage and
take the overall, and then you
saw how the team was racing —
it was predty incredible”

Following the conclusion of
the race, with UAE Team ADQ
securing first amd secomd in
the GC, the sprinter classifica-
tion, and the team classilication,
Longo Borghini emphasized the
unity that led to thelr dominan
performance,

“It feels guite amazing,” she
siid. * From the very beginming of
the season, the team pointed ot
that they wanted ns o perform
well here in the UAE. And of
corse, we came here for GC, but
in the end, we are walking away
with first and second on GC, the
sprinter classification, and the
team classification. And the one
I'm the most proud of is the team
classification because it shows
how strong we were Lhmaghount
these [our dayvs. Amncl it's really
been a team victory,”

Longo Borghind, in the firsi
vear of a three-yvear oontract
with UTAE Team ADG, has firmiby
established hersell as a comer-
stone of the team's ambitions and
according o both management
and nders, the eam is anifed
and riding as one,

“You can see the unity there.
Its mot forced” said Cherie
Pridham, UAE Team ADS head
of sport. "It been actually one
of my best weeks on a cycling
team. To do that with these girls
has been amazing. To have a
leader lihe Elisa Longo Borghini
with wus, she just raises the bar
and rauses evervbody's expecta-
Riores — and ours as well, the siall
— it's incredible”

Sport
riefs
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No regret

Ancelottl says
Madrid not wrong

to boycott Ballon

Caro Ancelotti defended Real
Aacknd’s decision to boyvootd
last vesir™s Ballon o'Or awards
ahead ol his team’s Champi-
ons League playofl agains
Manchester City.

Madrid did not attend
October's gala ceremany after
Vinbcius Jundor was beaten (o
sOCoeT s maost prestigious inds-
vidual prize by City micficlder
Rodrm.

“Idon't think it was the
wrong decision,” Anceloft
saicl on Monday, “'We didmn’t
wanit to participate becagse we

thotght that Vindcius was the
winner of the Balkom d'0Or” AP

Against Jazxr

Lulia Doncic
makes his
Lakers debut

Luka Doncic was the Last start-
er introchuced by the Los Ange-
les Lakers, an honor normally
reserved [or LeBron Jamees,
When Doncke jogzed into the
gpotlizht on a darkemed court
through a cordon of his new
teanmnates, his new fans stood
anck mared] wihike Wearng
thousamds of gold T-shirts wath
hiks yearne and nimber,
“Twasa little nervous
before,” Doncic said. 1 {don™
remember) the last time [ was
nervoris before the game. Bad
ance [ stepgsed on the court
agaan, i was [an. Just belng
out there, it felt amazng” AP

Fresh mandate
Trabelsi named
Tunisia coach
for2nd time

Sami Trabelsi has been ap-
potnted &8 Tundsi's coach, his
sevord spedl with the Carthage
Enqgries

Trabelsl, a former Tunisia
defender who featured at the
E9ES World Cup, previogsly
coacheod the national tcam
from 2011-L4 He quit after
the country failed 1o progress
past the Africa Cup off Nations
EToiip stage,

The Tunisian federation
announced Trabelsi's appoini-
et late Mondayv. AP

Follow Arnb News

° Beriafs all through the
day @ ArabMews



16

Following their Super Bow! halftime
parformanecs, Kendrick Lamar snd SEZA
have wAmauncad new dates for thalr
‘Grand National’ tour, The padr will visit
13 stadlums acroes Eurcpa and the UK
thils susmemear, after the tour crossas
MNorth America in the spring.
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Cultural events

Here are slx vibrant cultural
evenis celehrating art, film,
misie and literature to attend in
tha Middle East this year,

Downtown Design

The Middle East’s leading
Falr For contemporary design
% making its debaat in Saadi
Arabia. The event will be
held in Rivadh's Jax distric
[roim May 20-23,

C—

ﬂhuﬂﬂh Biennial

The lGth iteration of the
contemporary art exhibition,
which started on Feb, 6, muns

Litnl Jaede 15

Muscat International
Book Falr

Taking place in Oman, this
book fair is a major event fol
puhlishers, authors and readers in
Lhe region, I will take place from
Aprl 23-May 3.

Al-Bustan
International Festival

Lebanon® classbcal raske festival
shiovweases world-olass orchisstris,
soloasts and chamber music
enscmbles, I stars on Feb. 26 amd
runs to March 23,

The Fezr Festival of
World Sacred Music

This celebrated music lestival
draws micrnational and loecal acts
from a range of penres. This year
it will take place from May 22-31

.|
'.-.|
. B
.
Art Dubai

Taking place from Aprl 18-, Art

Dbl showcases contemporary,

micklern aned cigital artworks from
gatlenes worldwice:,

e L%
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Cartier exhibition
brings regional
celebrities to Dubai

Arab Mews [ubo

French luxuary

label Cartier this week
hosted s “A Journey of
Wonders™ hizh jewelry
exhibition in Dubal,
drawing a star-stwdded
lineup of regional
celebrities.

A AEEIRTES Ehe ol e rebees Wi
Egvplian Montenegrin actness
Tara Emad. Tunisian actor
Dhafer L'Abidine, TY prescnter
Raya Abirached and entrepre-
neur amndd host Anas Bukhash.
Each guest showcased Cartier's
SEETLNILITE PROCes,

Ermacd wore pleces from the
Trinsty Collection, featunng a
mix of pink, yellow and white
pold. Her ensemble included
Prinkty esrrings with black
HIR RIS and diamonds, a
matching Trimity neclkiace ancl
bracelet, and a Trnity ring incor-
[erAlihg Lhe same males b,

The actress, who recently
debuted a new short haircut
of Instagram to her 3 million
followers, palred her jewelry
with a tallored black panisuit by
Lebanese designer Elie Saab, The
enscmbde featured a stractored
bBazer with sharp lapels and
ntricate gold stitching along the
edges and pockets

Abirached wore a black Magzda
Buirym midi-length dress
featuring a sirapdess, structured
bl and an asymmeetrcal
craped detail at the waist, She
acoessorized with Cartier's Grain
de Café collection, known for its
intricate detailing. Her jewelry
included Gradn de Café earrings,
a necklace and a ring, all crafted
m velow and white gold and sct
with diamonds :'-='|]|'-:'||rr|:|1||'[|_'||
the look with black open-toe
heeds adormed with Aoral
embellishiments.

Meamwhile, L7 Abldine,
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who sported a black suit,

chose a refined selection of
clasgic Cartier desipns, wearing
a Santos de Cartber waich in steel
paired wilth a Lowve bracelet in
white gold

Bukhash, on the other hand,
opted for a mix of the brands
sigmaiure pleces, including a
sanios Dumond wialch in :.'IE'"IE:H.'I.'
godd, a Jusie un Clou bracelet
in white gold, and & Love ring
in white pold, These stars, who
dlso serve as ambassacdors [or the
brand, have previously collabo
rated with Cartier and attended
L5 EVENLS,

In ArEL Emacl, L'Aabidine amd
Bukhash wialked in the brand’s
runway show in Dubal,

That samee vear, i April, Emad
starred in & Cartler campaden
alongside L'Abidine, Tunisian-
Egvptian actress Hend Sabri and
Egyvptian actor Ahmed Malkek.

Eddic Murphy
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Starsline up
Jfor 'SNL' 501
anniversary
show

Arab Mews Du-al

An all-star lmeup of former
“maturday Night Live™ casl
members will return for the
series” A0th anniversary special
il Feh, 16

Adam Sandier, Chevy Chase,
Eddie Murphy, Kristen Wiig and
Will Ferrell will tahe part in the
shuow,

Thesy will be jodred by Any
Poehler, Andy Samberg, Chris
Rixcls, Fred Armisen, Garmett
Mormris, Jane Curtin, lason
Stcleikis, Jimmy Fallon, Rate
McRimnon, Kenan Thompson,
Laraine Newman, Mayva Rudolph,
Molly Shannon, Pete Davidson,
et Mevers, Tira Fey, Tracy
Morgan, Will Forte and more,

HALFTIME SHO'W
Super Bowl
halftime
protester wont
Jace charges

AP Mesy Crigans

The cast member who displayed
the Palestindan flag with the word
“GAZA" in protest during Bendrich
Lammnar’s Super Bow] Rkl Tirme show
will o Face charpes, New Cricans
police sabd Monday.

The banmer comixned the black
stripes of the lags honored by
the Sudanese and Palestinian
peaples and also had the word
SLIAN on it, The cast member,
e ol dhaocsens o daneers cladd i
pientcal black sweats, held it hegh
while standing on the roof of the
car that was a centerpiece of the
hip-hop artist’s performance, and
then jumped off the stage and
ran across the feld before being
tackled b several men in suits

Hulu's ‘Muslim Matchmalker’ has heart, but not enough spark

Shalstha Khan Toronto

“Muslim Matchmalker®™ premicres
on Hulu this week. The series is
directed and produced by St
Aundhra (of Netlies “Indian
Matchmaking” fame)

Bt this time around t's mot
Sima Auniy and her ouirazeouns
comments, but rather two odder
slster types - Hoda Abrahim ancd
Yasmun Ethacky - wheo are helping
cight Mushim Amenicans find
Lo,

The premise of therr

muatchmaking business is the
“Hules of Three: Three dates,

three months, and three handned

questions” [n an era of dating
aps and superflcial swipes, the
Ao nrges -:'|||I]||r':-i I-|.-.'||_|;:-|||:|-.'||
thetr search for love with miten-
tion. They emphasize the mmpor-
tance of giving the relationship
time and space to grow while
asking the right questions,

The: eghit-eprsicke shioaw
provides a fresh perspective
on Muslim Amerbcans as they
navigale both ther Muslim anc

\

Heda Abrahim and Yasmin Ellacdy
are trying to find love for the show's
participants. 5oirpee

|
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cultural identitics in the West. It
offers caplivating discussions on
topics like cultural expectations
when dating an older woman. the
appropriate tmeling to “date,” and
fincing a partnes with an eguial
“hitkal-to-hatram ratso” These
discussions ae sure Lo resonate
with many, and perhaps, offer
a glimpse into a Muslim world
hal’™s |'.l||'-e'|._'. ST LY P ansE i
Weslern mecha

The shosw commes with good
infentions, For one, it acknowl-
edges dating app &tgae, I olfers

a refreshing take with match
makers who approach singles'
choboes without udegment or
gsacTibestous regnarks abont
“wanting too muach™ (oolong at
WOl SIrma Adntyvi,

Bt that’s also probably the
bigpest failing of the show. Dating
shows thrive on drama - and
there's nohe here,

Ternson cesesn™ surlace
iintel episocie foir, A Bengall
American woman is older than
the man she’s dating, and cultural
norms deem thies unaccepdable,



