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I
t is not uncommon for the state governments, especially run by Opposition par-
ties, to cry for more after the Union finance minister presented the Budget in
the Lok Sabha. But the statements of four chief ministers from the south, obvi-
ously from the INDIA bloc parties, were shriller this time around. While Tamil

Nadu chief minister M.K. Stalin rued that his state’s name was never mentioned in
the budget, Telangana chief minister A. Revanth Reddy commented that the
Budget betrayed his state. Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan objected to his
state “being penalised for the progress it has made” and Karnataka chief minister
Siddaramaiah regretted that all his state got in the Budget was an empty vessel.
Similar statements came from chief ministers of other non-BJP ruled states, too.

What triggered the elected chief ministers’ ire was not just that their states got
precious nothing in terms of funding despite presenting to the Union government
specific need-based demands, but the discriminatory treatment of the BJP-led gov-
ernment towards them vis-à-vis others. And their grief merits a hearing.

India is diverse not only in terms of its history and culture but also when it comes
to its geography, demography, wealth of resources and state of economic progress.
Though India that is Bharat is a union of states, the Union government has come
to wield disproportionate financial power compared to the states, somewhat by

constitutional design and otherwise by precedent
and encroachment.

It was originally envisaged that there will be a cen-
tral pool of taxes which the Union government would
share with the states according to a formula. Instead
of vesting the responsibility of devising the formula
with the Union government, which is the custodian
of the Consolidated Fund of India, the Constitution
framers formed a body called the Finance
Commission.

As per Article 280 of the Constitution, it shall be the
duty of the Finance Commission to make recommen-
dations to the President as to, inter alia, the distribu-
tion between the Union and the states of the net pro-
ceeds of taxes which are to be, or may be, divided

between them, the allocation between the states of the respective shares of such
proceeds, and the principles which should govern the grants-in-aid of the revenues
of the states out of the Consolidated Fund of India. The Finance Commission’s for-
mula would factor in the ability of the states to raise their resources to meet their
development needs, which vary from state to state. In short, we have a constitu-
tional mechanism to help weaker states catch up with the rest.

The Union government’s transfer of resources to the states comes in the form of
Central schemes and special grants, too. The Planning Commission was an insti-
tution which acted as a resource centre to advise the Union government on such
schemes and programmes.

One of the first actions of the first edition of the NDA government was to dis-
mantle the Planning Commission and replace it with a Niti Aayog with no man-
date of such advisory powers. The net result is that Union government can act com-
pletely arbitrarily when it comes to the allocation of funds to the states’ pro-
grammes.

No chief minister would have an argument that weaker states should not be
given a larger share of the revenue pie so that India progresses as a nation and
takes everyone along. But to weaponise the financial resources and use them
against states ruled by political opponents, as the present Central dispensation is
being accused of doing, would be to undermine not just the federal principles of the
Constitution but fairness itself. It is best avoided.
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Budget allocations have 
little for southern states

To weaponise the
financial resources

and use them
against states ruled

by political 
opponents would be

to undermine not
just the federal 

principles of the
Constitution but 

fairness itself

F
inance minister
Nirmala Sitha-
raman crafted her
Union Budget
2025-26 around

four key targets of acceler-
ating growth, promoting
inclusive development,
enhancing private invest-
ment, uplifting household
sentiments including by
income-tax reform to
enhance income in the
pockets of middle-class
consumers — those earn-
ing up to `1.2 million a
year, who account of over
80 per cent of the total indi-
vidual income-tax payers.

The biggest step towards
accelerating growth was
taken by scaling down the
fiscal deficit from 4.8 per
cent of GDP this year to 4.4
per cent of GDP in 2025-26.
Sadly, no further timeline
exists for reducing FD to
below four per cent — a
necessary step to contain
inflationary pressure and
enhancing the ability to
borrow sustainably by cre-
ating fiscal reserves to
fight future economic dis-
ruptions. Instead, there is a
bland commitment that FD
will be aligned to gradually
reduce the Central govern-
ment’s public debt from
about 57 per cent of GDP
now (RBI statistics), to
below 50 per cent by 
2030-31.

The new fiscal target is a
debt-to-GDP ratio of 50 per
cent — significantly higher
than the 40 per cent of GDP
earlier for the Union gov-
ernment, when FD was 
targeted.

Whether the year-to-year
flexibility inherent in the
new mechanism will be
used productively to keep
inflationary pressure at
bay while maximising out-
put, only time will tell. It is,
however, reassuring that
the focus on enhancing
investment outlays contin-
ues, with the revenue
deficit targeted to decline
from 2.6 per cent this fiscal
to 1.8 per cent of GDP next
year. Consistency across
expenditure, tax receipts
after the `1 trillion bonan-
za in income-tax and tar-
geted FD should have been
explained better to
enhance credibility of the

rosy Budget projections.
The second target of

“inclusive development”
— at least in economic
terms — has been a close
favourite of the Narendra
Modi government via a
range of welfare measures
— universal banking,
using the extensive net-
work of public sector
banks, digitalisation of
payments and communica-
tions at competitively
determined low charges
using private sector
smarts, direct transfer of
benefits to 180 million
farmers and free cereals
with a splash of cereals for
800 million people. These
build on top of traditional
schemes to help the poor
and low skilled — assured
work for 100 days per year
at public construction
sites, nutrition assistance
for women and children.

The third target of
enhancing private invest-
ment is related to the
fourth of boosting house-
hold sentiment and putting
more money in the pockets
of consumers. Four initia-
tives feed into this target.

First, continuing fiscal
consolidation will create
the environment to contain
inflation, allowing the RBI
to lower interest rates,
thereby boosting invest-
ment sentiment.

Once the Federal Reserve
begins its rate-cutting cycle
in the United States — pos-
sibly by mid-year — assum-
ing that President Donald
Trump’s policy initiatives
end up helping rather than
harming the US — the RBI
will have more room to fol-
low with lowered interest
rates.

Second, the Budget
speech directs the com-
mencement of another
round of public-private
partnerships. This initia-
tive had levelled off around
2016 despite a rich research
literature — the Kelkar
Committee Report on PPP
2015 and earlier the India
Transport Report 2014 (R.
Mohan). Now each infra-
structure ministry is
required to develop at least
three PPP proposals during
the year.

Third, the Budget speech

is peppered with new mea-
sures to help private
investment.

The partial rationalisa-
tion of customs duties to
boost domestic production
and lower costs, the focus
on encouraging global sup-
ply chains, global capabili-
ty centres and 100 per cent
FDI for insurance compa-
nies, all point to the recog-
nition that the open econo-
my model remains best for
India — which is a positive
for the growth of a compet-
itive domestic private 
sector.

Fourth, nuclear energy is
to be scaled up with an
additional 100 GW of
nuclear energy proposed
by 2047 with the private
sector’s “active partner-
ship”. The big stumbling
block to private partner-
ship — the infamous, oner-
ous liability conditions
imposed on the supplier in
the event of a nuclear acci-
dent, are to be rationalised,
paving the way for private
participation. A Nuclear
Energy Mission for
research and development
of small modular reactors
is proposed to develop five
indigenously developed
SMR by 2033.

Fifth, the success of the
first Fund of Funds for
financing startups, in
which the first Alternative
Investment Fund for star-
tups managed to pull in
financing of `910 billion for
an initial support of `100
billion from the govern-
ment, is to be repeated in a
second round. Today’s star-
tups could be future uni-
corns unleashing a wave of
innovation and good jobs to
boot.

To be sure, some policy
elements which cry out for
reform fell through the
floor. More disclosure on
how the transition from FD
to debt to GDP ratio as the
key metric of financial sta-
bility is proposed to be
managed would have been
helpful in underscoring
that transparency would
not be compromised. The

long-awaited push for pri-
vatisation was also
ignored, which does not fit
well with the need to
enhance the efficiency of
public investments. In the
past continued support to
Air India, and now to keep
MTNL afloat, defies logic
when private providers
stand ready to provide bet-
ter services.

The expansive welfare
measures remain
Centrally-driven, rather
than transitioned to
becoming a core mandate
of state governments, as
illustrated by a further
increase in the number of
major schemes (all sectors)
which increased from 150
last year to 175 in this
Budget. The Budget also
reflects a recent and grow-
ing trend, where it allo-
cates large sums to projects
in state governments
which are scheduled to go
for elections. This year
Bihar — which will hold
Assembly polls later this
year — was the recipient of
such favours. This creates
the misimpression that
capital investments are
largely political in nature
and not subject to compara-
tive ranking on the effi-
ciency of investment via
rigorous technical 
analysis.

The import tax for cancer
medicines and several
other products, including
intermediate goods for
renewable energy, was
reduced to increase afford-
ability, even though this
contradicts the principle of
domestic protection aiding
“Atma Nirbharta”.

The import tax reduc-
tions went unexplained
and will be put down to
falling in line with the
browbeating stance of the
United States (that
accounts for 18 per cent of
Indian exports) to threaten
revenge taxation on
imports from countries
with protectionist trade
barriers. Oversights and
minor errors of commis-
sion notwithstanding, the
2025-26 Union Budget can
be commended for what it
achieves: demonstrated
responsiveness, as the
finance minister asserted,
to the pressing needs of the
domestic economy in an
ocean of global 
uncertainty.

The writer is a former
IAS officer, governance

and economic regulation
expert and Distinguished

Fellow, Chintan Research
Foundation

GREAT LEVELLER
Nothing unites India more
than cricket. This was evi-
dent when the likes of
Mukesh Ambani, Amitabh
Bachchan, Narayana Murthy
and other prominent figures
like Rishi Sunak joined the
masses in enjoying the fifth
T-20 between England and
India. They joined the ordi-
nary people in wild cheering
of the pyrotechnics of
Abhishek Sharma. In Ranji
Trophy, J&K topped their
group and qualified for the
knockouts, thus ensuring
more interest in the game
form that region. This must
be used by the government
to ensure greater emotional
integration and foster better
relations with the rest of the
nation.

AAnntthhoonnyy  HHeennrriiqquueess
Mumbai

More disclosure on
how the transition
from FD to debt to
GDP ratio as the key
metric of financial
stability is proposed
to be managed would
have been helpful in
underscoring that 
transparency would
not be compromised
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Budget 2025: A scorecard
of FM’s ‘hits’ and ‘misses’

An intriguing three-way contest for the Delhi Vidhan Sabha will be decided on
Wednesday by those among the capital’s 1.56 crore voters who are willing to
exercise their franchise. They voted for the aam admi champion Arvind

Kejriwal twice in the last decade, giving his AAP 67 of 70 seats in an overwhelming
vote when he first dislodged the Congress in 2015 and 62 of 70 seats in 2020.

Occupying the post of chief minister in the Delhi state setup where the lieutenant
governor also wields power may seem like a mixed blessing, but Mr Kejriwal
appears even more determined this time. A rare hat-trick against the background
of his having carried the albatross of corruption charges in a liquor licensing scan-
dal as he faces his foes in the BJP as well as friends in the INDIA alliance in the
shape of the Congress would make triumph even sweeter.

The BJP senses an opportunity to dethrone a regional chieftain who has been a
pesky opponent in the cut and thrust of politics done in Indian style with all the
trappings of drama thrown in. The Congress may have faced criticism from among
allies for being in the fray at all. But it has always been a contestant for the prestige
of ruling in the capital though its vote share was whittled down to as little as 4.26
per cent in 2020 as compared to BJP’s 38.51 per cent and AAP’s impressive 53.5 per
cent.

No one was spared in an abrasive campaign, not even the substitute CM Atishi
who stood in for Mr Kejriwal after he had invited opprobrium for trying to run the
government by proxy from Tihar Jail. With Prime Minister Narendra Modi BJP’s
star campaigner in all polls, and former CM Kejriwal and the Gandhi siblings
spending major time at the hustings, the stakes appeared to hit a higher plane
though the passage of time alone might have contributed to this in India’s shrill
and shriller electoral politics.

The bookmakers may have plumped for Mr Kejriwal’s AAP as the favourite to
win a simple majority while exit polls might have different tales to tell. As they say
in sport, it is still Mr Kejriwal’s match to lose and the spotlight is clearly on Delhi
even if there are two Assembly bypolls in Tamil Nadu and UP, the second
in Milkipur slated to be an interesting contest between the BJP and the SP after
mixed results had popped up in the Lok Sabha polls last year.

Intriguing 3-way fight for Delhi

Will Joan Collins
impress as Wallis?
UK’s Keir Starmer
faces discontent…

LETTERS

A
ge, they say, is just a number.  But it all
depends on how you age. How you
embrace the process as your body wears
down — and if you are not careful then,

whether king or commoner, growing old can be
either a good part of life’s journey — or terrible.
Some people still possess joie de vivre when they
are close to a century — and others are struggling
with a variety of illnesses.  And how very strange
when life gives a chance to a fit and fine 91-year-
old actor to play another celebrity who was des-
perately unwell at the age of 89.

Joan Collins, 91, will be playing Wallis Simpson,
89, in a much-awaited biopic, because the Brits
cannot just get enough of their royals, and espe-
cially when an American caused an abdication.
(Sounds familiar?) 

King Edward VIII fell in love with Mrs Simpson,
who was a divorcee in 1936, and then had to abdi-
cate the throne, as per the rules of the monarchy,
in order to marry her.  It was a dramatic exit that
has been remembered for decades — and in a spe-
cially written film script her rather tragic end will
be recreated. It will be about Wallis Simpson’s last
days, by which time she was living alone in Paris,
as Edward had died in 1972. She had herself men-

tioned that living out a “great romance” was
extremely difficult. It was made more difficult
when she developed dementia and was mostly
confined to bed. Her French lawyer was later
accused of exploiting her — and selling off her pos-
sessions. It will be a tough role to play — but then
the spunky Collins has been an admirer of the
even more spunky Mrs Simpson for a long time.
And at 91, she is ready to play the part! Amazing!

Meanwhile, yes, the sun is shining after a
week when the storms visiting Scotland
and Ireland had made gusty winds and

cold weather the normal experience. Now London
is enjoying the benefits of its location way down
south in the British Isles. It is at times like this
that you appreciate the Gulfstream. It keeps Lon-
don warmer than much of the rest of the country.

But the sun does not seem to be shining for the
Labour Party, which finds itself six months after a
landslide victory last July even more unpopular
than the Conservatives were when they were
defeated. This is something of a record — though
of a negative sort. Opinion polls show that Sir Keir
Starmer is disliked by 42 per cent voters more
than he is liked. This is much worse than Rishi

Sunak just before he called the election. Such a
steep fall is unusual, but if you are in politics here
you have to be thick-skinned. There are already
rumours of challenges to the Prime Minister from
within his party for the leadership. But after what
happened during the Conservative leadership
contests — and the dismal outcome — a coup is
probably an inadvisable move.

My personal opinion is that Keir Starmer is
what we need right now to steady the ship — as the
world is very turbulent. To have an honest and
hardworking Prime Minister is what the UK
needs — especially when we look across the pond
and see what a so-called popular leader is doing.

Meanwhile, there are some iconic figures
which are unforgettable. Such as Jane
Austen, the legendary writer whose 250th

birth anniversary is being celebrated by the BBC,
with yet another show about her. This time it is an
exploration of why Cassandra, her sister, burnt all
her letters.  Of course this can be only a literary
interpretation, as there were no reasons attrib-
uted at the time. Whether it was sibling rivalry or
love -- we can only guess. 

Another great playwright will also be remem-

bered this year by a new play inspired by Ibsen’s
The Master Builder. Written by Lila Raicek, it
promises to do very well — as already there is a
huge buzz around the actors playing the parts,
especially the gorgeous Elizabeth Debicki, the
Australian actor who played Princess Diana in
The Crown. She will perform the part of a former
student of an architect played by Ewan McGregor.
Undoubtedly there will be more tension and more
dark secrets spilling out. Make your bookings now
— as it will be impossible if you delay. 

We have had a week of India events with the
Republic Day followed by the anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi’s death. The high

commissioner, Vikram Doraiswami, was present
at both occasions, one held in the Guildhall in the
City of London and the other at the site of the
Gandhi statue in Parliament Square, which was
very well attended. Among others, by Lord
Meghnad Desai, who is the chair of the trust that
set up the statue.

KKiisshhwwaarr  DDeessaaii is an award-winning author,
playwright and columnist. She is also the Chair

of the Partition Museums in Amritsar and Delhi.

Subhani

Kishwar Desai

LET ’EM HAVE EGGS 
WWIITTHH a recent decision of the
Maharashtra government to with-
draw eggs from midday meals, cru-
cial questions arise for child nutri-
tion. How can it be that such a state
acts against the wellbeing of its
weakest citizens for fear of political
pressure? With alarming 
malnutrition levels among chil-
dren, is it logical to substitute one
of the crucial protein sources that
eggs provide with less-effective
alternatives? In addition to having
a negative effect on public health,
this is also a deplorable direction in
food policy that may yet further
marginalise disadvantaged 
communities.

AAnnsshhuu  BBhhaarrttii
Begusarai

BJP STEALS AHEAD
IITT  IISS  TTRRUUEE that the Delhi Assembly
election is going to be an interesting
one. Though AAP was having a
strong hold till January-end, the
Budget presentation by Nirmala
Sitharaman has turned the tide
towards BJP. The raising of the
income tax exemption limit to 12
lakhs may prompt the government
employees and salaried middle class
to vote for BJP. Taking into account
this trend, AAP leader Kejriwal has
come out with a statement that BJP
may try to tweak the results. Next in
line may be the Congress leaders who
may blame the CEC. Ironically, no
party is able to digest their defeat and
do come out with lame excuses.
Though, the wind is in favour of BJP
now, no one can  predict the minds of
voters. Incidentally, since there is no
weighty candidate to oppose DMK in
the Erode bypoll, it would be a cake-
walk for DMK, as in the past.

NN..  MMaahhaaddeevvaann
Chennai

Sanjeev Ahluwalia

London Diary
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit the

Maha Kumbh Mela in
Prayagraj on Wednesday

and take a holy dip at the
Sangam around 11 am, his
office said. Maha Kumbh

2025, which commenced on
“Paush Purnima” (January

13), is the world’s largest
spiritual and cultural gath-
ering, attracting devotees

from across the globe. It
will continue until Mahashi-

vratri on February 26, a
statement issued by the

Prime Minister’s Office said
on Tuesday. Mr Modi will

visit the Maha Kumbh Mela
2025 on February 5 and

take a dip at the Sangam
and offer prayers to Maa

Ganga around 11 am, it said.

Sanya Malhotra during an
event in Mumbai Tuesday. 

— PTI

Krodhi: Uttarayana
Tithi: Magha Shukla 
Saptami till 2.31 am  

Star: Ashwini till 9.50 pm
Varjyam: 6.04 pm to 7.35 pm

Durmuhurtham: 9.07 am to
9.52 am; 11.13 pm to 12.04 am

Rahukalam: 3 pm to 4.30 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.04 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 7.06 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 11.48 AM

MOONSET TODAY 12.21 AM

Modi to visit Kumbh
Mela today, take 

holy dip at Sangam

MMuummbbaaii: Mumbai may soon
have a major tourist attrac-

tion — “Mumbai Eye”, a
giant Ferris wheel, modelled

on the lines of the famous
London Eye. The project,

which has been envisaged
in the 2025-26 budget of

the BMC, will be developed
at a suitable location in the

city.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  55

Mumbai to get its own
‘Mumbai Eye’ like London

BBeeiijjiinngg::  China said
Tuesday it would impose

tariffs of 15 percent on
imports of coal and lique-
fied natural gas from the

United States, after
Washington slapped ten

percent levies on Chinese
goods. — AFP

FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  77

China slaps 15% tariff
on US coal, gas imports 
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205 Indians deported on US military plane 
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

In a move highlighting the
priority of the Trump
administration to deport
illegal immigrants, an
American C-17 Boeing
Globemaster military
transport aircraft took off
from San Antonio, Texas,
with 205 illegal Indian
immigrants on board to
transport them back,
according to global news
agency reports that cited

US officials. According to
media reports, the flight is
expected to land in
Amritsar on Wednesday
morning. 

The deportation comes
just a few days ahead of
the forthcoming visit of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the United States,
where he will hold talks
with United States
President Donald Trump.
Media reports cited
sources to claim that
India had verified the

Indian nationality of all
205 persons who are being
deported.

This is perhaps the first
time, as per reports, that
the US has deployed its

military aircraft for such
a deportation exercise to
India when it had earlier
utilised chartered or com-
mercial aircraft. This fol-
lows similar deportations
by the US to countries in
Latin and South America.

New Delhi had, till late
Tuesday evening, not
commented on the
reports. However, a US
embassy spokesperson,
while not confirming the
reported deportation,
said, “I can’t share any

details...but I can share,
on the record, the United
States is vigorously
enforcing its border, tight-
ening immigration laws
and removing illegal
migrants. These actions
send a clear message: ille-
gal migration is not worth
the risk.”

As reported earlier, a list
drawn up by the United
States Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE) sometime last year
■ Turn tto PPage 66

Trump, Netanyahu to hold talks; US
says ‘no guarantees’ of Gaza peace
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  FFeebb..  44:: US
President Donald Trump
and Benjamin Netanyahu
are set to meet Tuesday as
the Israeli Prime Minister
faces competing pressure
from his right-wing coali-
tion to end a temporary
truce against Hamas mili-
tants in Gaza and from
war-weary Israelis who
want the remaining
hostages home and the 15-
month conflict to end.

Mr Trump is guarded
about the long-term
prospects for the truce,
even as he takes credit for
pressuring Hamas and
Israel into the hostage
and ceasefire agreement

that went into effect the
day before he returned to
office last month.

“I have no guarantees
that the peace is going to
hold,” Mr Trump said.

The leaders’ talks are
expected to touch on a
long-sought Israel-Saudi
Arabia normalisation
deal and concerns about
Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, but hammering

out the second phase of
the hostage deal will be at
the top of the agenda.

Mr Netanyahu’s arrival
in Washington for the
first foreign leader visit of
Mt Trump’s second term
comes as the PM’s popu-
lar support is lagging. Mr
Netanyahu is in the mid-
dle of weekslong testimo-
ny in an ongoing corrup-
tion trial that centres on
allegations he exchanged
favours with media
moguls and wealthy asso-
ciates. He has decried the
accusations and said he is
the victim of a “witch
hunt.” — AP

■ More oon PPage 77

Delhi holds polls today:
BJP may have an edge
SHASHI BBHUSHAN aand
BHASKAR HHARI SSHARMA
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

As Delhi goes to the polls
on Wednesday, the BJP
appears to have an edge
over its rivals — the AAP
and the Congress. AAP
heavyweights ranging
from  party supremo
Arvind Kejriwal, chief
minister Atishi and for-
mer deputy CM Manish
Sisodia are reportedly fac-
ing stiff competition in
their constituencies. A
total of 699 candidates are
in the fray for 70
Assembly seats.

As the polls approached,
both key contesting out-
fits got into the game of
luring voters with free-
bies and sops. The incum-
bent AAP was the first to
announce `1,000 for every
woman, which they
claimed would be raised
to `2,100 after the polls. To
counter the AAP, the BJP
and the Congress too
came up with each offer-
ing `2,500. It’s another
story that these welfare
measures would burden
the exchequer immensely.

For `1,000 allowance for
women, the burden on the
exchequer will be about
`4,560 crores. For `2,100,
the outgo will be about
`9,500 crores and for
■ Turn tto PPage 66

Yogi govt hiding number of
deaths at Kumbh: Akhilesh 
Demands action against officers for ‘mismanagement’

■ Move comes a week before PM’s visit ■ Flight to land in Amritsar today ■ India confirms nationality

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav alleged
on Tuesday that the Uttar
Pradesh government is
hiding the number of
deaths in the stampede at
the Maha Kumbh congre-
gation in Prayagraj and
demanded strict action
against those trying to
cover up “mismanage-
ment” in organising the
fair.

Participating in the
debate on the motion of
thanks on the President’s
Address in the Lok Sabha,
Mr Yadav said that the
government claims to
have organised “digital

Kumbh” but is hiding the
digits of the dead.

The SP chief demanded
that the Uttar Pradesh
government call an all-
party meeting to discuss
the arrangements of the
Maha Kumbh and hand
over disaster manage-
ment and the “lost and

found centre” to the
Army.

“The government is con-
tinuously reeling out the
Budget numbers… Please
also give the numbers of
those who died in the
Maha Kumbh,” he said.

The former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
also demanded discipli-
nary action against offi-
cers who have tried to
cover up the “mismanage-
ment” in the arrange-
ments for the Kumbh.

“The figures for the
deaths in the Maha
Kumbh accident, treat-
ment of injured, availabil-
ity of medicines, doctors,
food, water and transport
■ Turn tto PPage 66

Rajnath slams Rahul for 
‘irresponsible politics’ 
over India-China remarks

NATION| 5 WORLD| 7
Russian missile kills 
4, wounds over 50 
in Ukrainian town

DELHI AGE| 9
Humanity would watch 
helplessly as space junk 
multiplies uncontrollably
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We are 3-member body, not run
by 1 guy: EC slams AAP’s claims
AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Amid allegations levelled
by the Aam Aadmi Party
that the Election
Commission is being run
by CEC Rajiv Kumar, the
poll panel on Tuesday hit
back saying it is a three-
member body which has
collectively noted “repeat-
ed deliberate pressure tac-
tics” to malign the poll
authority in Delhi polls.

In a post on X, the EC said
it has decided to have con-
stitutional restraint,
absorbing such outbursts

with sagacity, stoically
and not to be swayed by
such insinuations. It said
an impression is being cre-
ated that the EC is a single
member body.

“The 3-member commis-
sion collectively noted
repeated deliberate pres-
sure tactics to malign EC
in Delhi elections, as if it is
a single member body &
decided to have constitu-
tional restraint, absorbing
such outbursts with sagac-
ity, stoically & not to be
swayed by such insinua-
tions,” the EC said.

■ More oon PPage 44

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

The Delhi police regis-
tered an FIR on Tuesday
against chief minister
Atishi, the AAP candi-
date from Kalkaji, for
allegedly violating the
Model Code of Conduct
and obstructing public
servants on duty, an offi-
cial said. The police said
Ms Atishi was with AAP
supporters who allegedly
obstructed an officer
from doing his duty at
Fateh Singh Marg. Two
AAP members allegedly
assaulted a police consta-
ble, they said.

“We have registered an
FIR against Kalkaji AAP
candidate under various
sections and further
investigation is under
process,” said the police
official.

Ms Atishi took to X to
slam the EC for the police
case against her. In a
post, she claimed her BJP
rival from Kalkaji,
Ramesh Bidhuri, and
members of his family
were openly resorting to
“hooliganism” but no
action has been taken,
but they lodged a case
against her.

■ More oon PPage 44

PM attacks Rahul, Kejriwal;
targets Opp. ‘false slogans’
VINEETA PPANDEY
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday made a
veiled attack on Lok
Sabha Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
and former chief minister
of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal
in the Lok Sabha during
the motion of thanks on
the President’s address on
day one of the Budget
Session. The motion was
adopted without any
amendments through a
voice vote. The
Opposition, however,
dubbed the Prime
Minister’s address a typi-
cal election speech made
with an eye on the Delhi
elections.

Mr Modi attacked Mr
Kejriwal for not imple-
menting the Central gov-
ernment’s health scheme
Ayushman Bharat in
Delhi and pushing many
in the national capital
into financial distress. He
also said while his gov-
ernment focused on pro-
viding water supply to
each household, there
were some people who
focused on Jacuzzis and
stylish showers.

Attacking Mr Gandhi
over his “boring” com-
ment on the President’s
address, Mr Modi said
those who entertain them-
selves by getting photo
sessions done in huts of
the poor will find the talk
about the poor in

Parliament boring. In his
scathing political attack,
Mr Modi even dragged Mr
Gandhi’s father and for-
mer PM Rajiv Gandhi.

“We did not give false
slogans, but real develop-
ment to people. The
President’s address was to
infuse confidence among
the youth and inspire the
new generation of India
for Viksit Bharat. Today
25-crore people are out of
poverty while for five
decades we kept hearing
slogans of ‘garibi hatao’.
We didn’t give false slo-
gans to the poor. We gave
them development,” said
Mr Modi.

In his Lok Sabha speech,

Mr Modi mentioned how,
due to corruption, the
schemes of the govern-
ment never reached the
poor and marginalised
persons earlier and now
people’s money is with
them.

“Janata ka paisa, janata
ke paas… We removed 10-
crore fake beneficiaries
from government
schemes,” he said amid
sloganeering from the
Opposition, who men-
tioned Adani and the `15-
lakh promise made by the
BJP in its poll promises in
2014. Responding to them,
Mr Modi said, “When the
fever is high, people say
■ Turn tto PPage 66

■ Motion of thanks adopted ■ Opp. hits back for ‘election speech’

Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath and Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck take a dip at the Sangam during the ongoing Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj on Tuesday. — PTI

Polling officials at a distribution centre at Gole Market on Tuesday on the eve of the
Delhi Assembly elections. — PTI

◗ ◗ TTHHIISS IISS perhaps the
first time, as per reports,
that the US has deployed
its military aircraft for
such a deportation exer-
cise to India when it had
earlier utilised chartered
or commercial aircraft

Atishi booked
for violating
MCC, lashes 
out at EC, BJP

AGE CCORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey on Tuesday
moved a notice against
Leader of the
Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi for
alleged breach of privi-
lege by “ridiculing” the
country and “lowering
the prestige of the
Republic”. The
Bharatiya Janata Party
MP wrote to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla,
requesting him to initi-
ate privilege proceed-
ings against the
Congress leader. 

Mr Gandhi, while par-
ticipating in a debate on
the Motion of Thanks on
the President’s address,
had on Monday alleged
that China is “sitting
inside” the Indian terri-
tory because Make in
India has “failed.” He
also alleged that foreign
minister S. Jaishankar
was sent to Washington
to secure an invite for
PM Narendra Modi for
US President Donald
Trump’s inauguration
ceremony.

“Mr Gandhi not only
shamelessly distorted
the historical and sub-
stantive facts but also
made an attempt to
ridicule our country
and lower the prestige of
our Republic,” wrote Mr
Dubey.

■ More oon PPage 55

■ Kejriwal-led AAP battles to retain power
■ War of sops, freebies ■ Cong eyes 5 seats

BJP MP moves
privilege notice
against Rahul’s
remarks in LS

◗ ◗ AATTTTAACCKKIINNGG RRAAHHUULL
Gandhi over his ‘boring’
comment on the Prez’s
address, the PM said
those who entertain
themselves by getting
photo sessions done in
huts of the poor will find
the talk about the poor
in Parliament boring

Akhilesh Yadav

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Budget Session
of Parliament in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PTI

AAP convenor Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi chief minister
Atishi and party MP Raghav Chadha address the media
in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PTI

Benjamin
Netanyahu 

Donald
Trump 

Today 25-cr people
are out of poverty
while for 5 decades
we kept hearing slo-
gans of ‘garibi
hatao’. We didn’t
give false slogans to
the poor. We gave
development,

— Narendra
Modi

Prime Minister
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SHORT TAKES

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A PIL has been
moved before the Delhi high

court seeking a CBI probe
against the Drone Federation

India for alleged manipula-
tion of documents relating

to regulatory approvals. The
plea filed by Right to

Information activist Tej
Pratap Singh contended that

the Drone Federation India,
formerly known as Drone

Federation of India, forged
the NOC to bypass legal

obstacles and change the
name of the company. The

petition said the alleged
fraudulent document, sub-

mitted to the ministry of cor-
porate affairs, was aimed at
rebranding the organisation

as “Drone Federation of
India,” potentially misleading

the public into believing it
was government-affiliated.
The DFI is also accused of

using lobbying tactics to
unfairly influence tenders to
certain select member com-
panies, thereby suppressing

competition in the UAV
industry.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court on
Tuesday dismissed a criminal

complaint filed by BJP
leader Rajeev Chandrasekhar

against Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor accusing him of

defamation. Additional chief
judicial magistrate Paras

Dalal refused to summon Mr
Tharoor saying prima facie
“no ingredients of defama-

tion” was made in the com-
plaint. Mr Chandrasekhar

alleged Mr Tharoor defamed
him by making false and

derogatory statements on
national television as he
claimed the BJP leader

bribed voters in the
Thiruvananthapuram con-

stituency during 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. Mr Tharoor, said

Chandrasekhar, made the
allegations with the intent to

lower his reputation and to
impact the result of the last

general elections.

Court junks Tharoor
defamation case 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi police
has busted a cross-border

cyber fraud network and
arrested three people oper-

ating from Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana, officials said on

Tuesday. The accused were
involved in large-scale digi-

tal arrest and investment
frauds in collaboration with

cyber criminals based in
Cambodia, Thailand, Canada,

and other countries, the
police said. As part of the

crackdown, the police also
dismantled session initiation
protocol (SIP) numbers and

terminals used to route
fraudulent calls, officials

added. DCP Nidhin Valsan
said the breakthrough came

after a complaint was filed
on the national cyber crime

reporting portal (NCRP)
regarding a financial fraud of
`94,000. The SIP acts like a
bridge between the phone

system and the internet,
allowing someone to make

calls through a computer.

Cyberfraud network
busted, 3 arrested

PIL in court against
DFI for forging docus

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Delhi-NCR’s pol-
lution during October-

November is largely of local
origin, with stubble burning
in Punjab and Haryana con-
tributing 14 per cent to the

overall PM2.5 levels in 2022,
a study has suggested.

Researchers, led by those at
Japan’s Research Institute

for Humanity and Nature
under the ‘Aakash Project’,

said that changes in the
national capital’s air quality
could be related more with
the stepping up or down of

the ‘GRAP’ anti-pollution
measures. The study, pub-

lished in the journal ‘npj
Climate and Atmospheric

Science’, analysed fine par-
ticulate matter (PM2.5)

data, recorded during the
September-November

months of 2022 and 2023.
For the study, 30 sensors

were installed across
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi-

NCR. Stubble burning, a
common practice for clear-
ing land following rice har-

vest, is often blamed for the
sharp and sustained rise in

PM2.5 levels, seen in the
national capital region dur-
ing the October-November

months. However, the
analysis showed that emis-

sions over Punjab from
burning stubbles “con-
tributed only a meagre

(nearly) 14 per cent to the
overall PM2.5 over Delhi-

NCR during October-
November 2022”. 

MOST OF OCT, NOV
POLLUTION IN CITY

LOCAL: STUDY

AVINASH PPRABHAKAR
JHA 
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

The Delhi police on
Tuesday registered an FIR
against chief minister
Atishi, also the AAP candi-
date from Kalkaji, for
allegedly violating the
model code of conduct
(MCC) and obstructing
public servants on duty.
The police said Ms Atishi
was with AAP supporters
who allegedly obstructed
an officer from doing his
duty at Fateh Singh Marg.
Two AAP members
allegedly assaulted a
police constable, they said.

This was preceded by a
police case against two
BJP leaders — Manish
Bidhuri, a relative of
BJP’s Kalkaji candidate
Ramesh Bidhuri, and Ravi
Dayama.

“We have registered an
FIR against the Kalkaji
AAP candidate at the
Govindpuri police station
under various sections
and further investigation
is under process,” the
police official said.

Ms Atishi, however, took
to X to slam the Election
Commission (EC) for the
police case against her and
claimed that Ramesh
Bidhuri, her BJP rival
from Kalkaji, and mem-
bers of his family were
openly resorting to “hooli-
ganism” but no action has
been taken, instead they

have lodged a case against
her.

AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal in a post
on X said, “So now, this is
the official stance of the
Delhi police and the
Election Commission.
Their ‘job’ is to act as
hooligans against the Aam
Aadmi Party, protect BJP’s
hooliganism, and facilitate
the distribution of alcohol,
money, and goods. If any-
one tries to stop them from
doing this ‘job,’ they will
be booked for obstructing
police and Election
Commission operations.”

Speaking about the inci-
dent, the chief minister
said that after election
campaigning ended at 6
pm on Monday, the silence
period began. However,
the AAP received informa-
tion in the evening that
some people associated

with Mr Bidhuri were
threatening slum dwellers
at night.

In response, Mr Bidhuri
said Ms Atishi was in
panic over her imminent
defeat and suggested that
she should not “shred the
dignity of ” the constitu-
tional post held by her. 

“We reached there at
night and found Dinesh
Chaudhary from Sangam
Vihar. We have GPS-tagged
photos from February 3,
showing him in Bal
Mukund Khand, Giri
Nagar, at 11.30 pm. I called
the returning officer and
the DCP, after which the
police arrived and took
him away. However, when
we followed them, we found
out that the police did not
take any action and let him
go,” Ms Atishi claimed.

The CM further stated
that while heading toward

the police station, they
saw another vehicle with
Mr Bidhuri’s men moving
around the slums of Nav
Jeevan Camp and Nehru
Camp.

“We have GPS-tagged
photos of this as well. The
person in the picture is
Anuj Bidhuri, Ramesh
Bidhuri’s nephew, known
as ‘Sethi’ in the area.
Another person present
was Lalu Bidhuri from
Tughlakabad. We have
GPS-tagged pictures as
proof,” she alleged.

Ms Atishi stated that she
called the EC to the loca-
tion, lodged a complaint
with the returning officer,
and summoned the flying
squad and the police.

“Instead of taking action
against the violators,
southeast ACP Harsh
Indora, Sarita Vihar ACP
Virendra and Kalkaji ACP
Rakesh Kumar, who were
present, did nothing.
Instead, they detained the
whistleblowers for five
hours,” she added.

“India is known for its
free and fair elections.
But today, open hooligan-
ism is happening in
Delhi. BJP leaders are
committing hooliganism
and the police is protect-
ing them. Instead of act-
ing against them, the EC
is lodging cases against
those who report viola-
tions. Is this the state of
democracy?” she ques-
tioned the EC.

Atishi targets EC as cops file FIR against her

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Of the 118 candidates with
criminal records contest-
ing the Delhi Assembly
polls slated for
Wednesday, 24 candidates
(20 per cent) did not have
their records disclosed or
justified by their respec-
tive parties. A total of 699
candidates are in the fray
for the polls in Delhi.

Poll rights body
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) released a
detailed analysis of the
Delhi Assembly elections
2025. The report, based on
Format C7 data, revealed
that many political parties
failed to disclose reasons
for selecting candidates
with pending criminal
cases as directed by the
Supreme Court.

Among the candidates
with the highest number
of criminal cases are
Amanatullah Khan
(AAP), with 19 cases,
Arvind Kejriwal (AAP)
with 15 cases, and Mohd.
Tahir Hussain (AIMIM)
with 11 cases, including 38
serious charges.

Out of 699 candidates
contesting the elections,
118 have declared crimi-
nal cases against them-
selves and among them, 71
candidates face serious
criminal charges, includ-
ing corruption, rioting
and violent offences.

While 94 candidates'
criminal records were
published as mandated, 24
candidates (20%) did not
have their records dis-
closed or justified by their
respective parties. The
Supreme Court had man-
dated that political parties
provide valid reasons for
fielding such candidates
beyond just their
"winnability" at the polls.

However, most parties
continue to offer vague or
repetitive justifications.
The analysis covered 22
political parties that field-
ed candidates with crimi-
nal cases.

The major parties such
as the AAP, Congress and
the BJP published Format
C7 for most of their candi-
dates. However, the small-
er parties, including the
Peoples Party of India

(Democratic) and the
Bhartiya Rashtrawadi
Party, failed to comply.

Some parties engaged in
questionable practices su-
ch as providing identical
justifications for multiple
candidates or claiming
cases were "politically mot-
ivated" without substantial
evidence. The AIMIM and
the National Loktantrik
Party also copied respons-
es across different candi-
dates, the ADR said.

The political parties justi-
fied their selection by cit-
ing their political experi-
ence, popularity and
claims that cases against
them were filed due to
political vendetta. How-
ever, these explanations
often lacked substantive
reasoning on why cleaner
candidates were not con-
sidered, the ADR said.

‘24 picks with criminal cases
fielded without justification’
ADR flags non-compliance; serious charges against 71

GGuurrggaaoonn,,  FFeebb..  44::  Three
youths who mistook a
police team on the KMP
Expressway for civilians
and tried to rob them at
gunpoint were nabbed
after a chase, the police
said on Tuesday. The three
arrested were identified
as Shahid alias Pola,
Imran, and Aamir, all
natives of Dhulawat vil-
lage in Nuh district. They
were booked at the Sadar
Tauru police station.

A country-made pistol

with a cartridge, an iron
rod, and a stick were recov-
ered from their possession.

The incident happened
Monday night when a
police patrol on the
Kundali-Manesar-Palwal
Expressway was accosted
by three youths about a
kilometre ahead of the
Dhulawat toll plaza.

“The accused stopped
the police vehicle bran-
dishing weapons. One of
them pointed a gun at the
driver’s neck and said,

‘take out whatever you
have’. When the driver
switched on the lights of
the car, all three tried to
run, realising they were
police, but were nabbed,”
Mahender Singh, the
investigating officer, said.

A background check rev-
ealed that all three had past
criminal records and belo-
nged to a gang of robbers.

Shahid alias Pola was
found to have been
involved in about 10 cases.

— PTI

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Amid allegations levelled
by the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) that the Election
Commission is being run
by CEC Rajiv Kumar, the
poll panel on Tuesday hit
back saying it is a three-
member body which has
collectively noted “repeat-
ed deliberate pressure tac-
tics” to malign the poll
authority in Delhi polls.

In a post on X, the EC
said it has decided to have
constitutional restraint,
absorbing such outbursts
with sagacity, stoically
and not to be swayed by
such insinuations. It said
an impression is being cre-
ated that the EC is a single
member body.

“The 3-member
Commission collectively
noted repeated deliberate
pressure tactics to malign
ECI in the Delhi elections,
as if it is a single member
body & decided to have con-
stitutional restraint,
absorbing such outbursts
with sagacity, stoically &
not to be swayed by such
insinuations,” the poll aut-
hority said in a post on X.

The poll panel further
added: “Action on issues
raised by political parties
& candidates are taken in
each instance by over 1.5
lakh officials in #
DelhiAssemblyElection20
25 who are functioning
within established legal
framework, robust
processes & SoPs ensur-
ing fair play & non parti-

san conduct”.
Delhi goes to polls on

Wednesday where AAP
seeks to retain power and
BJP trying to form the
next government. Top
AAP leaders, including its
convenor Arvind
Karjiwal, have claimed
that the EC has been
ignoring the BJP's alleged
violations of poll code. 

We are 3-member body, not
run by 1: EC hits back at AAP

■ BJP resorting to hooliganism: CM ■ Bidhuri’s relative also booked ■ 2 AAP workers obstructed officer: Police 

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal, along
with Delhi chief minister
Atishi, met the Election
Commission (EC) on
Tuesday and raised con-
cerns over alleged intimi-
dation tactics being used
in the national capital
ahead of the Assembly
polls. Talking to the media
after the meeting, Mr
Kejriwal, accompanied by
party leader Raghav
Chadha, accused the BJP
and the Delhi police of
engaging in “hooliganism”
to create an atmosphere of
fear among voters.

“We told the EC how the
Delhi police is being mis-
used for violence and
intimidation. Many peo-

ple are scared, and it is
possible that they may not
come out to vote due to
fear,” he said.

The former chief minis-
ter also alleged that
attempts were being made
to suppress voter turnout,

particularly among slum
dwellers.

“There are reports that
people’s fingers are being
marked with black ink in
an attempt to disenfran-
chise them, and that
money and threats are
being used to influence
voters. We raised these
concerns with the EC,” Mr
Kejriwal said.

He thanked the EC for
granting them a meeting
despite the silence period
and said that officials
have assured them of a
free and fair election.
“The EC has assured us
that they will take neces-
sary steps to prevent any
such wrongdoing.”

Delhi goes to polls on
February 5 and the results
will be declared on
February 8.

Cops intimidating voters: Kejriwal to EC

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

With the Delhi Assembly
elections just a day away,
the Chamber of Trades
and Industries (CTI) has
announced that salons and
beauty parlours across the
city will offer discounts
ranging from 20 to 50 per
cent to people who cast
their vote.

Apart from salons, vari-
ous businesses, including
shops, restaurants, hotels,
malls, coffee shops, and
dhabas, will also offer dis-
counts between 10 per cent

and 50 per cent to cus-
tomers who vote.

In a statement on
Tuesday, the CTI stated
that around 500 salons and
beauty parlours will pro-
vide these discounts on
February 6, the day after
voting. “The initiative
aims to boost voter
turnout in Delhi, where
elections for 70 Assembly
seats are scheduled for
February 5,” it added.

CTI chairman Brijesh
Goyal emphasised that
this effort is meant to
ensure a high voting per-
centage. “This initiative

will encourage more peo-
ple to cast their vote on
February 5 and the voting
percentage will increase,”
said Mr Goyal. He said
that more than 500 salon
owners and makeup
artists associated with the
CTI have joined the initia-

tive.
“Voters who avail of

beauty services such as
facials, shaves, haircuts,
massages, and de-tan
treatments on February 6
will receive an additional
discount of 20 to 50 per
cent. The offer is open to
both men and women who
show the voting ink on
their finger as proof of
having cast their vote,” he
added.

The 70-member Delhi
Assembly is scheduled to
go to polls on Wednesday,
with the results set to be
declared on February 8.

To boost turnout, shops, salons to offer spl discounts to voters

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has formed a
team of volunteers to
verify polling booth
setups, cross-check pre-
siding officer details,
and monitor the control
unit ID on polling day. In
a statement, the AAP
said, “The party will
deploy its trained volun-
teers to verify voting
procedures, check for
irregularities, and
remain vigilant against
any potential tamper-
ing.”

The party said the vol-
unteers have been
trained to verify booth
details, confirm the
assigned presiding offi-
cers, and keep track of
the total votes cast to
ensure accuracy.

The volunteers will
also monitor the bat-
tery percentage of elec-
tronic voting machines
(EVMs) at the end of
polling to detect any
anomalies and record
the presence of party
polling agents to main-
tain accountability, it
said.

The AAP will launch a
web portal where all this
data will be uploaded on
Wednesday night, after
the polling is over.

AAP will deploy
teams at booths 
to check foul play

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

A day before the crucial
Delhi polls, Alka Lamba,
the Congress candidate
for Kalkaji, on Tuesday
criticised both the BJP
and the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) for
their alleged misogynistic
behaviour.

Ms Lamba claimed to
have exposed derogatory
remarks made by the BJP
candidate from Moti
Nagar, Harish Khurana,
who, according to Ms

Lamba, made offensive
comments about women,
including party MP
Bansuri Swaraj. 

She played a video in
which Mr Khurana is
allegedly heard using abu-
sive language against
women, including a claim
that one could get a ticket
from the BJP by “supply-
ing girls”. In the same
video, Mr Khurana also
confessed to being prom-
ised `2.5 crore by the
party for distributing
funds in the slum areas
but claimed to have only

received `70 lakhs. 
The Mahila Congress

president then turned her
attention to the AAP,
showing a separate video
that featured a vehicle
from Punjab, carrying
liquor, money, and AAP
publicity material. 

Ms Lamba also criticised
AAP for its treatment of
women leaders, specifical-
ly referring to the abuse
faced by AAP MP Swati
Maliwal at the hands of
an aide to the former
Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal. 

Cong accuses BJP candidate of
making misogynistic comments

Delhi chief minister Atishi with AAP leader Manish
Sisodia at a press conference in New Delhi. — PTI

AAP national convenor Arvind Kejriwal with wife Sunita
Kejriwal offers prayers at Hanuman temple at
Connaught Place in New Delhi. — PTI 

Preparations underway on the eve of the Delhi Assembly
elections in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PTI

Polling officials carrying electronic voting machines for
the Delhi Assembly elections on Tuesday. —G.N.JHA

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

A day before the crucial
Delhi poll, an FIR was reg-
istered against Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday amid
continued outrage over
his ‘Yamuna poisoning’
allegations. The develop-
ment came mere hours
before Delhi is slated to
cast its ballots for the
Assembly elections. 

The AAP had accused
the ruling BJP in Haryana
of intentionally draining
industrial waste into the
Yamuna — with Mr
Kejriwal alleging last

week that the party was
trying to kill people by
“mixing poison” in the
river.

According to reports, the
FIR has been registered
against the AAP national
convenor and unknown
members of the party. The
case was filed at the
Shahabad police station in
the Kurukshetra area of
Haryana under various
sections of BNS. 

The FIR was filed in con-
nection with his com-
ments on the Yamuna
river water and his subse-
quent allegations against
the Haryana government.

FIR against Kejriwal in Haryana
for Yamuna poisoning remarks

◗ ◗ VVOOTTEERRSS WWHHOO avail of
beauty services such as
facials, shaves, haircuts,
massages, and de-tan
treatments on February
6 will receive an addi-
tional discount of 20 to
50 per cent

3 try to rob police on Gurgaon
expressway, nabbed after chase

Cops to seize 380 FIITJEE bank accounts
NNooiiddaa  ((UUPP)),,  FFeebb..  44  The
police has written a letter
to banks to stop transac-
tions in 380 accounts
related to FIITJEE, which
has abruptly shut all its
coaching centres in Noida
and Ghaziabad, officials
said on Tuesday. FIITJEE
founder D.K. Goyal and 11
other people have been
booked after the closure of
its coaching centres last
month.

Three separate cases
have been lodged in
Noida, Greater Noida and
Ghaziabad and FIITJEE
chief financial officer

(CFO) Rajiv Babbar, chief
operating officer (COO)
Manish Anand and its
Greater Noida branch
head Ramesh Batlesh
have been named in the
FIRs.

The Noida police has
identified 380 bank
accounts of FIITJEE in
three private banks. Five
accounts in one private
bank have `60 lakh,
deputy commissioner of
police (Noida) Rambadan
Singh said.

“In last 10 days, we
identified as many as 384
bank accounts associated

with FIITJEE in which
parents were transfer-
ring fees. These bank
accounts are mainly
opened at three private
banks and are operated
by all centres. We have
written a letter to the
bank to seize these bank
accounts. Few of them
are seized and the
process is underway to
seize all,” said the DCP.

“Letters have been sent
to the banks to stop trans-
actions in all the
accounts,” he said.

Mr Singh said informa-
tion on money stored in

other accounts is being
collected.

The DCP said the police
sent notice to nine people,
including FIITJEE
founder D.K. Goyal but no
one came to record their
statement, except a for-
mer employee of the
coaching centre.

Last month, many cen-
tres of the institute that
provide coaching for com-
petitive exams in Delhi-
NCR were suddenly closed
and many teachers
resigned for not getting
their salaries for months. 

— PTI 
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NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Maha Kumbh
stampede was not a “big

incident” and is being “exag-
gerated”, BJP MP Hema

Malini said on Tuesday
asserting the congregation is

being managed very well.
The stampede took place on
January 29, the occasion of
Mauni Amavasya. According

to official figures released by
the Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment, at least 30 people lost
their lives and 60 were
injured in the pre-dawn

stampede at the Sangam
area in Prayagraj. “We had

gone to Kumbh... We had a
nice bath... Everything was

well managed. It is right that
the incident (stampede) took

place ... Itna kuch bada nai
hua tha (it was not a very

big incident). I don’t know
how big it was. It is being
exaggerated... It was very
well-managed, and every-

thing was done very well...
So many people are coming,
it is very difficult to manage

but we are doing our best...,”
she told reporters. — PTI

TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm//NNeeww
DDeellhhii:: Days after sparking

controversy with his “back-
ward” remark about the

state, Union minister George
Kurian said on Tuesday that
Kerala “survives” only with

the assistance of the Centre
and that there is not a single

project the state can claim
as its own. He alleged that

the ruling LDF and the
Opposition UDF are con-

stantly accusing the Union
government of neglecting

the state as part of their
“joint narrative” to hide
their own failures. Their

attempt is to cover up what
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi is doing, and that is
why both the LDF and the

UDF are jointly making such
a narrative that the Centre
was giving nothing to the

state, the minister of state
for fisheries and minority

affairs alleged. — PTI

Kerala survives with
Centre’s help: Kurian 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Janata Dal
(United) MP Lovely Anand

on Tuesday demanded that
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and Bihar chief minis-
ter Nitish Kumar be con-

ferred the Bharat Ratna for
their contributions to gover-
nance and development. The

MP from Bihar’s Sheohar
praised the leadership of Mr

Modi and Mr Kumar, and
claimed that their works

have transformed the coun-
try and the eastern state.

“The mantra of ‘Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Prayas’ is

being fully realised,” she
said. Recalling the law and

order situation in Bihar
under former CM Lalu Prasad

Yadav’s government, Ms
Anand claimed people

feared for their safety then.
“Under Laluji’s rule, there

was no guarantee that if a
person left home in the

morning, he/she will return
safely by the evening,” the

JD(U) MP said. — PTI

JD-U MP seeks Bharat
Ratna for Modi, Nitish

Kumbh stampede not
a big incident: Malini

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

The information and broad-
casting ministry is all set to
unveil AI-powered solutions
for combating misinforma-
tion in live broadcasting by

various platforms at the
World Audio Visual and

Entertainment Summit
(Waves) 2025 to be held

later this year. The ministry
has announced the

"TruthTell Hackathon" chal-
lenge in collaboration with

the India Cellular &
Electronics Association. The

hackathon is part of the sea-
son 1 of “Create in India
Challenge” (CIC) of the

inaugural Waves 2025. The
challenge is a pioneering

initiative aimed at develop-
ing AI-powered solutions to

combat misinformation in
live broadcasting, the min-
istry said. “In today’s fast-
paced media environment,

misinformation spreads rap-
idly, especially during live

broadcasts. The challenge of
detecting false information

in real time is critical for
broadcasters, journalists,

and viewers alike,” it said.
With a prize pool of `10

lakhs, the hackathon exhort-
ed the developers, data sci-

entists, and media profes-
sionals to create AI-driven

tools for real-time misinfor-
mation detection and fact

verification. 

GOVT TO UNVEIL
AI SOLUTIONS TO

CURB FAKE NEWS 

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Shiv Sena(UBT) MP
Sanjay Raut on Tuesday
triggered an uproar in
the Rajya Sabha by stat-
ing that “2,000 people
died” in the January 29
Maha Kumbh stampede,
prompting deputy chair-
man Harivansh to ask
him to authenticate the
figure. Participating in
the discussion on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President's address, Mr
Raut questioned the offi-
cial death toll of 30 in
the stampede.

Quoting the Hindu
philosopher Shankar-
acharya, he said: “If the
government denies a
rumour, it means it has
happened.” Lamenting
the deaths in the stam-
pede at the Maha Kumbh,
Mr Raut asked, “Why are
you hiding the deaths?”

The Uddhav Thackeray
camp leader blamed
“poor management” for
the tragedy, terming the
Kumbh a “political event
for political marketing”.

BHAGWAN PPARAB
MUMBAI, FEB. 4

In a sensational claim,
Shiv Sena(UBT) leader
Sanjay Raut on Tuesday
alleged that Maharashtra
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis has not moved
into the CM’s official
bungalow “Varsha” yet
because of the black
magic done by deputy
chief minister Eknath
Shinde. Mr Raut claimed
that horns of a buffalo
sacrificed at Guwahati’s
Kamakhya temple had
been buried in the bunga-
low’s lawn.

Speaking in Nashik, the
Sena-UBT leader alleged
that black magic rituals
had been performed at the
Varsha bungalow, claim-
ing this was the reason
Mr Fadnavis refused to
move in, despite holding
office for several months.

Mr Raut claimed that
buffalo horns, supposed-
ly from animals sacri-
ficed at Guwahati’s
Kamakhya temple, were
buried in the bungalow’s
lawn. “While we don’t
believe in superstitions,
whispers among
Varsha’s staff suggest
these horns are enchant-
ed. They were allegedly
buried with the intention
to prevent any new CM
from holding on to power
for long,” he said.

“What has happened at
Varsha bungalow that
Fadnavis is afraid to go
there? Why the CM was
not moving to the resi-
dence allotted by the gov-
ernment to him? The
Fadnavis family should
go live there. If they are
not ready to sleep there,
then there is an issue.
What is he fearing? What
happened?” Mr Raut
asked.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Trinamul Congress
Rajya Sabha member
Sagarika Ghose on
Tuesday alleged that
India is facing an acute
governance deficit
under the BJP-led NDA
government, which she
claimed was disconnect-
ed from reality and
believed in the policy of
“minimum government
maximum publicity”.

Speaking in the debate
on the Motion of Thanks
to the President's address,
she asked why the gov-
ernment was reluctant to
share the number of
deaths in the stampede at
the Maha Kumbh while
stating that the govern-
ment does not know how
to tackle the catastrophe
of unemployment, the
crisis of price rise and
the challenge of security
in Manipur.

Alleging that it was not
guided by a national
motto or the dictum of
“Satyameva Jayate”, Ms
Ghose said, “This gov-
ernment lives in an
imagined reality. All it
wants is media publicity
and to set up a media
narrative. This is pre-
cisely why India today
faces an acute gover-
nance deficit.”

Nation facing
governance
deficit under
NDA: TMC MP

Raut: Shinde 
did ‘kala jadu’
at Maha CM’s
official house 

Raut claims
‘2K killed’ at
Maha Kumbh

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Defence minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday hit out
at Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi for “mak-
ing false allegations” in
the House and indulging
in irresponsible politics
on matters of national
interest. Mr Singh was
reacting to a statement
made by Mr Gandhi on
Monday in the Lok Sabha,
in which he had claimed
that the Chief of Army
Staff had said that the
Chinese are inside Indian
territory.

“Shri Rahul Gandhi, in
his speech in Parliament
on 03 February 2025, made
false allegations about the
statement of the Army

Chief on the situation on
the India-China border,”
the defence minister said.

The Army Chief ’s
remarks referred only to
the disturbance of tradi-
tional patrolling by both
sides, said Mr Singh. “He
(Army Chief) also men-
tioned that these practices
have been restored to
their traditional pattern
as part of the recent dis-
engagement. The govern-
ment has shared these

details in Parliament," Mr
Singh said.

“The words attributed to
the Army Chief by Shri
Rahul Gandhi were never
spoken by him at any
point of time. It is a mat-
ter of deep regret that
Shri Rahul Gandhi is
indulged in irresponsible
politics on matters of
national interest," the
defence minister added.

The defence minister
said that if at all, there is
Indian territory into
which China has come,
this is 38,000 sq. km in
Aksai Chin as a result of
the 1962 conflict and 5,180
sq. km. illegally ceded by
Pakistan to China in 1963.
"Shri Rahul Gandhi may
consider introspecting
about this phase of our
history," Mr Singh said.

‘Irresponsible politics’: Rajnath
counters Rahul’s China charge

BHAGWAN PPARAB
MUMBAI, FEB. 4

Mumbai may soon have a
major tourist attraction
— “Mumbai Eye”, a giant
Ferris wheel, modelled on
the lines of the famous
London Eye. The project,
which has been envis-
aged in the 2025-26 budget
of the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), will be developed
under the public-private
partnership (PPP) model
at a suitable location in
the city.

According to BMC offi-
cials, the Mumbai Eye
will be modelled after
the London Eye, which is
also known as the
Millennium Wheel, a
135-metre Ferris wheel
located on the banks of
the Thames river. The

Mumbai Eye will feature
air-conditioned, sealed
passenger capsules, each
capable of holding 25
people. 

While the BMC has pro-
posed the construction of
the ‘Mumbai Eye’ project
as a part of its budget,
several similar attempts
have failed to bear fruits
earlier. The project has
been in the pipeline for
several years but has
faced multiple hurdles.

The concept of the
Mumbai Eye was first
introduced in 2008 by Shiv

Sena leader Ravindra
Waikar. Later, it was envi-
sioned by the Maharashtra
State Road Development
Corporation  back in 2011.
However, the project never
materialised.

In 2023, the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) revived the
idea, proposing a loca-
tion at the Bandra
Reclamation promenade.
In May 2023, the agency
even invited bids for a
project management
consultant and began
preparations for a tech-
nical feasibility report
and the tendering
process. However, the
proposal faced strong
opposition from Bandra
Reclamation residents,
citing concerns over traf-
fic congestion. 

SHASHI BBHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

The Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY),
launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
has proven to be an invalu-
able boon for the poor and
middle class in Gujarat, as
over two lakh cancer
patients received free
treatment in the last six
years, with the state gov-
ernment marking a pre-
approved fund of over
`2,855 crores for it.

On “World Cancer Day”
on Tuesday, a Gujarat gov-
ernment official said that
the PMJAY has emerged
as a lifeline for patients in
need of treatment and
diagnosis for serious dis-
eases like cancer.

The official said that a
significant stride has been

made by the state in pro-
viding treatment and diag-
nosis for cancer patients
through the PMJAY-MA
scheme. “Over the past six
years, more than two lakh
cancer patients in the state
have received free treat-
ment, with the state gov-
ernment approving over
`2,855 crores to pre-
approved funds for their
care. This initiative under-
scores the state’s commit-
ment to making world-
class cancer treatment
accessible to all,” he said.

The official noted that the
Gujarat Cancer Research
Institute (GCRI), a collabo-
rative effort between the
Gujarat government and
the Gujarat Cancer Society,
has become a cornerstone
of cancer treatment and
care in the state.

“Equipped with state-of-

the-art medical facilities,
GCRI is fully committed to
offering world-class treat-
ment to cancer patients. In
2024, the GCRI registered
a total of 25,956 cancer
cases, and of these, 17,107
were from Gujarat, 8,843
were from other states,
including 4,331 from
Madhya Pradesh, 2,726
from Rajasthan, 1,043 from
Uttar Pradesh, and the
rest from various other
states,” he said, adding
that additionally, six inter-
national patients sought
treatment at GCRI.

The official pointed out
that these statistics reflect

the trust and credibility
the GCRI has earned as a
leading provider of spe-
cialised cancer care.

He stated that in a sensi-
tive effort towards cancer
treatment and diagnosis
for the state’s patients, the
Gujarat government has
adopted a decentralised
approach to cancer care,
and 35 district day care
chemotherapy centres
have been established in
all districts of the state.
These centres provide
essential chemotherapy
treatment to cancer
patients undergoing care
at district hospitals.

“As of December 2024,
over 71,000 cancer patients
had availed themselves of
more than 2,03,000
chemotherapy sessions
(cycles) at these centres,”
he said.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
on Tuesday moved a
notice against Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi for
alleged breach of privi-
lege by “ridiculing” the
country and “lowering
the prestige of our
Republic”.

Mr Dubey wrote to Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
requesting him to initiate
privilege proceedings
against the Congress
leader. 

Mr Gandhi while partic-
ipating in debate on the
Motion of Thanks on the
President’s address had
on Monday alleged that
China was “sitting
inside” Indian territory
because Make-in-India
had “failed.” He had also
alleged that foreign
affairs minister S.
Jaishankar was sent to
Washington to secure an
invite for Prime minister
Narendra Modi for
Trump’s inauguration
ceremony.

“Rahul Gandhi not only
shamelessly distorted the
historical and substan-
tive facts but also made
an attempt to ridicule our
country and lowering the

prestige of our Republic,”
wrote the BJP MP. 

“I request your good self
to initiate privilege pro-
ceedings against him on
an urgent basis. I also
wish to emphasise that
since the parliament
records and proceedings
are the testimony to his
incessant callous/irre-
sponsible attitude,” he
wrote.

As Mr Gandhi raised six
issues in his Parliament
speech on Monday, includ-
ing China capturing vast
land in the Eastern
Regions of India and
appointment of Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) and other Election
Commissioners, Mr
Dubey alleged that the
LoP was distorting the
historical and substan-
tive facts.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb..  44:: In a
scathing attack on Leader
of the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said some people are open-
ly speaking the language of
urban naxals and asserted
that those who “declare a
war” against the Indian
state can neither under-
stand the Constitution nor
about the country’s unity.
He also took a dig at
Arvind Kejriwal and the
AAP a day before the Delhi
Assembly polls, saying
“some parties are like
‘AAP-da’ for the future of
the youth”.

Mr Modi asserted that
while his government’s
schemes saved lot of
money, it was not used to
build “sheesh mahal”. 

Replying to the debate on
the Motion of Thanks to
the President’s address in
the Lok Sabha, he made
several veiled attacks at
former Congress chief,
saying those who enter-

tain themselves by getting
photo sessions done in
huts of the poor will find
the talk about the poor in
Parliament boring.

“Those who walk around
with pockets in
Constitution, do they know
how they forced Muslim
women to live in hardship.
We brought in the triple
talaq law to give right to
them,” Mr Modi said.

“Today some people are
openly speaking the lan-

guage of urban naxals.
The things that urban nax-
als say (are being said).
These people who speak
the language of urban
naxals, who declare war
against the Indian state,
can neither understand
the Constitution nor about
the country’s unity,” Mr
Modi said.

Though Mr Modi did not
name anyone, his remarks
were an apparent refer-
ence to Mr Gandhi’s com-

ments last month that “we
are now fighting the BJP,
the RSS and the Indian
state itself ”.

In a veiled jibe at AAP
convenor Mr Kejriwal, Mr
Modi said some leaders
focus on jacuzzi and styl-
ish showers while his gov-
ernment’s focus of provid-
ing water to every house-
hold. He also said that
“some parties are like
AAP-da for the future of
the youth” as they prom-
ise various kinds of doles
at the type of elections but
never fulfil them.

“Some government
schemes saved lot of
money, but we did not use
it to build ‘sheesh mahal’,”
Mr Modi said.

The PM took a swipe at
Mr Gandhi for his reaction
on the President’s address,
saying those who enter-
tain themselves by getting
photo sessions done in
huts of the poor will find
the talk about the poor in
Parliament boring. — PTI

PPrraayyaaggrraajj,,  FFeebb..  44:: Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday launched a sharp
attack on Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
and Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav,
alleging that they and
some “Sanatan-opposing
elements” wanted a larger
disaster to unfold at the
Maha Kumbh stampede.

The stampede happened
on January 29, the occa-
sion of Mauni Amavasya,
one of the most auspicious
days of the Hindu calen-
dar. According to official
figures released by the UP
government, at least 30
people lost their lives and
60 were injured in the pre-
dawn stampede at the
Sangam area in Prayagraj.

The CM’s remarks came
in response to statements
made by Mr Kharge and
Mr Yadav in the Lok
Sabha over the stampede.

Speaking to reporters in
Prayagraj, Mr Adityanath
said: “While the entire
nation and the world are
witnessing this grand
Sanatan Dharma event

with pride, there are some
elements conspiring
against it, spreading false-
hoods and setting new
standards of deception.”

Mr Adityanath accused
both the leaders of
attempting to defame the
Maha Kumbh Mela from
the beginning. “Their
statements not only reveal
their anti-Sanatan stance
but also expose their vul-
ture-like vision. From day
one, they have been
spreading misinforma-
tion against Maha
Kumbh,” he alleged.

Slamming Mr Kharge for

his claim in Parliament
that “thousands died on
Mauni Amavasya at the
Prayagraj Kumbh,” Mr
Adityanath said, “Such a
senior leader who heads
the country’s oldest party
is expected to make respon-
sible statements. Instead,
he has resorted to outright
lies and misguiding
remarks in Parliament.”

Targeting the SP leader,
Mr Adityanath said there
seems to be a “competi-
tion between the two par-
ties over who can make
the most anti-Sanatan
statements.” — PTI

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JAN 4

A day after a terror attack
in south Kashmir’s
Kulgam district resulted
in the killing of an ex-
Armyman, Union home
minister Amit Shah on
Tuesday reviewed the
security situation in
Jammu and Kashmir. 

J&K lieutenant-governor
Manoj Sinha, DGP Nalin
Prabhat, Army Chief Gen.
Upendra Dwivedi and
other top Army, police and
civil officials attended the
meeting. The home minis-
ter is also likely to chair
another security review
meeting with top officials
of the paramilitary forces
on Wednesday.

During the meeting,
officials of the Army, J&K
police and paramilitary

forces briefed Mr Shah
about the prevailing situ-
ation in the Union territo-
ry and ongoing opera-
tions against the terror-
ists, the sources said.

In the terror attack in
south Kashmir's Kulgam
district on Monday, ex-
serviceman Manzoor
Ahmad Wagay was killed
and his wife and niece
were injured.

During the last review
meeting on December 19,
2024, Mr Shah directed all
security agencies to con-
tinue working in a coordi-
nated manner to elimi-
nate terrorism in J&K.

The government has
maintained that there is a
significant decline in ter-
rorist incidents, infiltra-
tion, and recruitment of
youth in terrorist organi-
sations.

Shah reviews security
after J&K terror strike

BJP moves privilege
notice against Rahul
over China remarks 

Modi takes ‘urban naxal’ jibe
at Rahul, tears into AAP in LS
Some parties are like ‘AAP-da’ for future of youth: PM

Yogi says Kharge, Akhilesh wanted
bigger mishap to unfold at Kumbh

■ ‘Sanatan-opposing elements spreading falsehoods’

■ Over 2 lakh patients receive free treatment in 6 yrs

◗ ◗ TTHHEE GGUUJJAARRAATT govt
marking a pre-approved
fund of over `2,855
crores for cancer
patients treatment 

◗ ◗ TTHHEE BBMMCC is the richest
municipal corporation in
the country and its
annual budget is higher
than even small states
like Kerala, Goa and
Northeastern states

‘Shamelessly distorted historical facts’

Nishikant Dubey 

Foreign devotees arrive to visit the “Akharas” during the
ongoing Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj on Tuesday. — PTI

‘Words attributed by Cong neta never spoken by Army Chief’

Rajnath Singh

PMJAY boon for cancer patients in Guj

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Cabinet col-
leagues Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah and J.P. Nadda in
Lok Sabha in New Delhi on Tuesday. — PTI

‘Mumbai Eye’: BMC plans Ferris
wheel on the lines of London Eye
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RRaaiippuurr:: Three jawans were
on Tuesday injured in the

Maoist improvised explosive
device (IED) blast and spike

hole trap during an anti-
Naxal operation in

Gangaloor area under
Bijapur district in south
Bastar of Chhattisgarh,

police said. A jawan stepped
on an IED planted by Maoists

during the operation, trig-
gering the blast leading to
injuries to him and another

cop. The two injured jawans
are from CRPF battalion 231

and district reserve guard
(DRG), the tribal counterin-

surgency wing of the
Chhattisgarh police. In a sep-

arate incident during the
operation, another jawan of

DRG was injured when he
got trapped in the spike hole

trap laid by the Maoists,
police said. “All the three
jawans were for medical

treatment. All of them were
out of danger”, Bastar range
IG of police P Sunderraj said.

BBhhooppaall:: Female cheetah
Veera on Tuesday gave birth

to two cubs in the Kuno
National Park (KNP) in

Madhya Pradesh’s Sheopur
district. With this, the num-
ber of cheetahs in the KNP
has increased to 26 includ-

ing 14 cubs. Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Mohan Yadav
shared the information in a

post on X, saying “Two
cheetah cubs mark the entry
of Madhya Pradesh’s ‘Jungle

Book’”. The KNP is once
again reverberated with the

sounds of two cheetah cubs.
I am very happy to share the
information that the popula-

tion of cheetahs is growing
constantly in Madhya

Pradesh. Today, female chee-
tah Veera gave birth to two

cubs”, he said. Mr Yadav said
that the increasing cheetah

population has boosted
tourism in the area 

significantly.

Cheetah gives birth
to 2 cubs in Kuno

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Army has
carried out high-intensity

firepower exercise in high-
altitude areas in the eastern

sector near the LAC with
China to sharpen it’s battle

readiness, rapid deployment,
and precision strike capabili-

ties. The Army’s Trishakti
Corps conducted live fire
drills as it remains opera-

tionally ready to take on any
threat. The units were specif-

ically preparing for battle in
the high-altitude mountains

of Sikkim, enhancing their
adaptability and readiness

for diverse operational envi-
ronments. Through coordi-
nated firepower and preci-
sion engagement, the units

demonstrated their pre-
paredness for a variety of

challenges, including those
posed by high-altitude war-

fare. “This exercise under-
scores the Army’s commit-

ment to maintaining high
standards of efficiency, agili-

ty, and mission readiness,
regardless of the terrain,”

said senior officials. 

Live-firing exercise
along LAC by Army

3 jawans injured in
anti-Naxal operations

RABINDRA NNATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, FEB. 4 

Speculations are rife in
the ruling BJP circles
here that two-time MLA
Hemant Khandelwal, con-
sidered to be a light
weight party leader, may
emerge as the dark horse
in the race for the post of
president of the party’s
Madhya Pradesh unit.

With election to the post
likely this week, Mr
Khandelwal’s name has
suddenly propped up as
the front runner among
the prospective candidates
for the party position.

“Mr Khandelwal is con-
sidered close to a senior
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) leader, and
he may be the choice of
the Sangh for the post, as
he is not only a non-con-
troversial politician, but
may also be acceptable to
all the veterans in the

party in
the state
including
chief min-
i s t e r
M o h a n
Yadav”, a
senior BJP
f u n c -
t i o n a r y
told this
newspaper

on Tuesday, unwilling to
be quoted.

He hails from general
category and will replace
Vishu Dutt Sharma (a
Brahmin), the incumbent
president of state party, if
he is appointed to the post.

Mr Khandelwal was also
a former MP.

Other prospective candi-
dates for the post are
deputy CM Rajendra
Shukla, Union minister
Virendra Khatik, former
minister Narottam
Mishra, MLA Rameshwar
Sharma and former min-
ister Arovind Bhadoria.

Khandelwal may be
next MP BJP chief

RAKESH KK. SSINGH
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Taking a dim view of the
practice of keeping per-
sons declared foreigners
in detention centres indef-
initely and not deporting
them, the Supreme Court
on Tuesday asked the
Assam government, “Are
you waiting for some
muhurat?”

A bench of Justices
Abhay S. Oka and Ujjal
Bhuyan said, “You have
refused to start deporta-
tion saying their address-
es are not known. Why
should it be our concern?
You deport them to their
foreign country. Are you
waiting for some muhurat
(auspicious time)?”

Observing Assam was
suppressing facts, the
apex court said, “Once you
declare a person a foreign-
er, then you have to take

the next logical step. You
cannot detain them till
eternity. Article 21 of the
Constitution is there.
There are many detention
centres in Assam. How
many have you deported?”

The top court expressed
dismay at the Assam gov-
ernment’s explanation

that it was not sending
nationality verification
forms to the ministry of
external affairs as
detainees’ addresses in
the foreign country were
unknown.

The bench directed the
Assam government to ini-
tiate the deportation

process of 63 declared for-
eign nationals, whose
nationality was known,
and file a status report in
two weeks.

“We direct the state to
file a proper affidavit
reporting compliance with
this order. If the state gov-
ernment finds that nation-
ality verification forms
have been sent two months
back, the state will imme-
diately issue a reminder to
the ministry of external
affairs. As soon as such a
reminder is received by
the ministry, effective
action shall be taken by
the ministry on the basis
of nationality status veri-
fication,” it said.

The bench grilled Assam
chief secretary Ravi Kota,
who was directed to
appear through video-con-
ferencing, for the delay in
deporting detainees to
their respective countries. 

‘Waiting for a muhurat’?: SC
raps Assam over detentions
‘Their addresses mustn’t be a concern; can’t detain foreigners indefinitely’

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the
Karnataka high court to
proceed with the selec-
tion process of recruit-
ing 158 civil judges
notwithstanding the
state government’s cir-
cular withholding direct
recruitments to the sub-
ordinate judiciary.

A bench of Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna and Justices
Sanjay Kumar and K.V.
Viswanathan was
informed that the state
government through its
November 15, 2024 circu-
lar stopped the direct
recruitment process by
amending the Karna-
taka Judicial Service
( R e c r u i t m e n t )
(Amendment) Rules
2024.

In its order, the bench
said, “Issue notice, and
as an interim measure
we direct that the
process of direct recruit-
ment of 158 civil judges
in Karnataka shall con-
tinue notwithstanding
the circular dated
15.11.24 issued by the
state government. This
order is subject to the
final outcome/decision
on the application.” 

The CJI said the total
sanctioned strength of
judges in subordinate
judiciary had risen from
21,000 to 29,000 in the
country and the states,
where the numbers rose
significantly, would have
to bear more expenses
and increase the spend-
ing to meet the 
demand.

Proceed with
appointment
of 158 judges,
K’taka HC told

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb..  44::
External affairs minister
S. Jaishankar on Tuesday
said a stronger India-EU
relationship can be an
“important stabilising
factor” in a world that
promises to be “so volatile
and uncertain”.

Mr Jaishankar also
asserted that the relation-
ship between the two sides
is more important now
than ever before.

Addressing the inaugu-
ral session of an annual
seminar of IIC-Bruegel
here, the EAM, without
naming any country, said
that “in our continent,
international law has
been disregarded with sig-
nificant consequences”.

“Even on a question like
democracy and military
rule, different standards
have been applied to our
neighbours in the East
and our neighbour in the
West,” he said.

“It is not my case that
principles are dispensable
or that we must be utterly
into realpolitik. But the

agenda can no longer be
set by some, only to be
observed by the rest. This
applies to passing judge-
ment on and interfering
in the domestic politics of
others as well,”Mr
Jaishankar said.

The EAM further said,
“We can all feel intuitively
that the world is on the
cusp of a big change.”
“Politics is only the tip of
the iceberg. Whether it is
energy or connectivity,
mobility or technology,
major shifts await us,” Mr
Jaishankar added.

Referring to the India-

EU free trade agreement
(FTA) talks, the EAM said,
“I think it is time we get
along with it.”

He also said that in
recent years, there has
been a “more intensive
engagement” with the
European Commission. 

“We expect that to be
even more in the coming
days, in fact very soon,”
the EAM said, adding that
a deeper India-EU collabo-
ration is in  mutual bene-
fits for the two sides.

Former foreign secre-
tary Shyam Saran, and
various diplomats and for-
eign policy experts,
among others, attended
the event.

“The world is currently
witnessing two major con-
flicts, and these are often
presented as matters of
principle. We are told that
the very future of the
world order is at stake.
Yet, record shows how
selectively and unevenly
these principles have been
applied,” Mr Jaishankar
said. — PTI

Relations with EU are more
important than ever: EAM

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR, FEB. 4

Following the Union
Budget’s announcement
of a `500 crore investment
in AI centers of excel-
lence, IIM, Sambalpur
has partnered with
Breakout Learning Inc.,
USA, to introduce AI-
driven digital case study
solutions, revolutionising
management education
in India. 

According to IIM
Sambalpur, this collabo-
ration aims to position
India as a global leader in

technology-driven man-
agement learning. 

The institute will inte-
grate breakout learning’s
advanced AI-enabled case
platform across its MBA,
Executive MBA, and
Ph.D. programmes, set-
ting a new benchmark for
digital learning. Students
and faculty will gain
exclusive access to premi-
um case studies from
globally renowned insti-
tutions such as Harvard
and Ivey, bringing inter-
national academic excel-
lence into Indian class-
rooms. 

IIM-Sambalpur ties with US
firm to boost AI-based edu

AAKKSSHHAAYYAA KKUUMMAARR SSAAHHOOOO
PHULBANI (ODISHA), FEB. 4 

In the heart of
Kandhamal district, a
remarkable story of self-
lessness and dedication
has emerged. Rajesh
Kumar Bagarti, a tribal
youth from the remote vil-
lage of Gatamaha in
Ghumusuara Udayagiri
block, has given a new
meaning to sacrifice. With
the money earned from
selling his recently har-
vested paddy, Rajesh has
bought books for under-
privileged students in his
village. His act not only
highlights his love for
education, but also
reflects his profound
sense of responsibility
towards his community.

Rajesh, a postgraduate
in history, is currently

pursuing a Ph.D. in the
same subject at
Ravenshaw University,
Cuttack. Despite his aca-
demic pursuits, Rajesh
has never forgotten the
place  he has grown up —
the village that nurtured
him.

Every year, Rajesh culti-
vates four acres of land
and harvests paddy, a vital

crop for his livelihood. 
This year, after selling

his produce at the local
market, he used the
money to purchase text-
books and educational
materials. His mission
was to make education
accessible to his village’s
poor and talented kids
that struggle to afford
basic study materials.

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Observing it could not be
a court of “first instance”,
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to hear
pleas against the amend-
ments in UAPA provisions
empowering the state to
designate individuals as
terrorists and seize prop-
erties.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna and
Justices Sanjay Kumar
and K.V. Viswanathan
said, “We cannot be the
court of first instance. A
lot of problems arise,
sometimes issues are left
by your side (petitioner),
sometimes by their side
(Union), and then we have
to refer to a larger bench.”

Can’t be court of ‘first instance’:
SC refers UAPA issue to Delhi HC

GGaannddhhiinnaaggaarr,,  FFeebb..  44:: The
BJP government in
Gujarat on Tuesday
formed a committee head-
ed by a retired Supreme
Court judge to assess the
need for the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) in the state,
and also draft a bill for the
same.

While the Opposition
said the decision was
aimed at diverting atten-
tion from pressing issues
ahead of the upcoming
local body polls, the gov-
ernment claimed rights of
the tribal communities
will be protected if the
UCC is implemented.

The five-member com-
mittee, to be headed by

Justice (retd) Ranjana
Desai, will submit its
report within 45 days, fol-
lowing which a decision
about the implementation
of the UCC will be taken,
chief minister Bhupendra
Patel said here.

The committee will meet
religious leaders, includ-
ing those from the Muslim
community, for consulta-
tions. “To assess the need
for  UCC and to prepare a
draft bill, we have decided
to form a committee under
a former judge of the
Supreme Court,” Mr
Patel said.

Other members of the
committee are retired IAS
officer C.L. Meena, advo-

cate R.C. Kodekar, former
vice-chancellor of Veer
Narmad South Gujarat
University Dakshesh
Thakar and social worker
Gita Shroff.

Notably, the BJP-ruled
Uttarakhand has already
implemented the UCC.

Mr Patel said his govern-
ment is committed to fulfil
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s resolve to imple-
men the UCC across the
country.

The panel will examine
various aspects of it and
take views of people from
different walks of life, and
an “appropriate decision”
will then be taken, the CM
said.

Minister of state for
home Harsh Sanghavi
said that the UCC, if
implemented, will protect
the rights of tribals.

“The UCC implemented
by Uttarakhand presented
a model before the country
because it protects the
customs and traditions of
tribals,” he said, adding
that Union home minister
Amit Shah has also clari-
fied in Jharkhand that the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
would protect the tradi-
tions followed by 
tribals. The committee
will meet religious lead-
ers, including Muslim
leaders, to prepare the 

report, he added. — PTI

■ ‘Move aims to divert attention from issues before local polls’ 

Guj forms panel to implement UCC 

Odisha youth buys books for
poor kids after selling paddy

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA, FEB. 4 

A special CBI court has
ordered that the process
of framing of charges in
the R.G. Kar Medical
College and Hospital
graft case against the
five accused would start
on Wednesday. A CBI
judge of the Alipore
court passed the direc-
tion on Tuesday.

The five accused are
Sandip Ghosh, former
principal of RGKMCH
and his bodyguard Afsar
Ali, two private contrac-
tors Biplab Sinha and
Suman Hazra, and a jun-
ior doctor Ashish
Pandey. 

All of them have been
chargesheeted and
lodged in jail custody fol-
lowing their arrest. 

Charges to be
framed in R.G.
Kar case today 

Rajesh Bagarti stands with paddy sacks at mandi, prepar-
ing to sell his harvest. — ASHOK KUMAR MOHANTY

S. Jaishankar

Hemant
Khandelwal
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`2,500 it will be a stagger-
ing `11,400 crores. Of the
`88,200-crore Delhi Budget,
there is only `16,404 crores
under non-Plan funds.
After a long hiatus, the
BJP, which claims to have
seen a light at the end of
the tunnel, launched an
aggressive campaign to
blend development, cor-
ruption and religion. To
make inroads, the BJP
launched an aggressive
foray into the AAP’s core
vote bank — the JJ clusters
comprising 10 per cent of
total votes. The BJP is also
expecting to benefit from
the slew of tax reliefs for
the middle class prescribed
in the Union Budget.

The BJP has also dangled
the carrot of “Jaha jhuggi
wahi makan” promise to
lure voters in slum clus-
ters. The BJP has prom-
ised to give ownership
rights to residents of 1,700
unauthorised colonies.
The move could have an
impact in at least 41 con-
stituencies.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi himself sought to
allay the apprehensions of
the unauthorized colonies’
residents saying that
“none of such structures
will be demolished”. The
BJP also organised “Ratri
Pravas” (night stays) on
every Sunday at JJ clus-
ters across the city as part
of its outreach pro-
gramme.

The BJP has also been
working to consolidate its

core vote bank – the Vaish-
Punjabi and Brahman
communities, which form
the party’s core bases. The
saffron brigade also zeroed
in on Sikhs, who have have
been favouring the AAP for
the past decade. The Sikhs
have a dominating pres-
ence in several seats.

While the AAP focused
on its development proj-
ects in the last two terms,
it was also banking on the
considerable chunk of
Muslims voters, compris-
ing nearly 12 per cent of
voters. But Mr Kejriwal’s
attempt to target the BJP
by accusing the Haryana
government of “poison-
ing” the Yamuna river
seems to have backfired,
especially in the Outer
Delhi region, comprising a
significant 21 constituen-
cies.

The fight between AAP,
BJP and Congress is also
over Dalits, OBCs and
Muslims, which account
for 17, 20 and 12 per cent of
the vote share respectively.

The Congress, which had
failed to open its account
during the last Assembly
polls, is expecting to win at
least five seats. Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Prianka Gandhi Vadra led
the charge for the party.
However, the Congress
seemed to be lagging
behind the race also due to
the division in the INDIA
bloc. Both the Samajwadi
Party and the TMC have
backed the AAP.  

However, the Congress,

which has fielded some of
its top leaders, including
Devender Yadav, Sandeep
Dikshit and Alka Lamba,
was expecting them to pull
their weight. The AAP may
also be in trouble as votes
gained by the Congress
would damage Mr
Kejriwal’s prospect to
return to power.

As Delhi goes to the polls,
all eyes will also be on the
rural constituencies called
“Delhi Dehat”. A majority
of Delhi Dehat voters were
upset with both the AAP
and the Congress for ignor-
ing the core issue of what
they call “Kuan Pujan”
(worshipping of wells).
The Delhi Dehat, which
comprises  360 villages, has
also been complaining
about lack of amenities
ranging from clean water,
electricity, healthcare to
quality education. A signif-
icant chunk of “Delhi
Dehat” has declared their
support for the BJP.

As for poll statistics,
nearly 1.56 crore voters are
eligible to cast their ballots
at 13,766 polling stations.
Among them, 83.76 lakh
are men, 72.36 lakh are
women, and 1,267 are third-
gender voters. To ensure
accessibility, 733 polling
stations have been desig-
nated for persons with dis-
abilities. 

The EC has also intro-
duced the Queue Manage-
ment System (QMS) app,
allowing voters to monitor
crowd levels in real-time at
polling stations. 

Delhi polls today: BJP may have edge

■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
has reportedly estimated
that 14.5 lakhs illegal immi-
grants are slated for depor-
tation from the US, among
which 18,000 are allegedly
Indians. Mr Trump has
already signalled that the
US will get much tougher
now on illegal immigration.
Even under the previous
Biden administration, the
American authorities had
said last year that the US
had deported more than
1,100 Indian nationals back
over the past year through
charter removal flights and
also through commercial
flights.

Meanwhile, global news
agency reports cited a
White House official as say-
ing that Mr Trump had
invited Mr Modi to the
White House next week. As
per earlier reports, the
Prime Minister is set to fly
to the US on February 12 for
a two-day visit immediately
after he completes his three-
day visit to France from
February 10 to 12. New
Delhi has so far not official-
ly announced the dates of
the visit. 

Last week, the US
President had announced
the Prime Minister would
visit the US in February. On
American concerns over
Indian illegal immigrants in
the US, Mr Trump was also
quoted as saying that India
will do “what is right”.  

Last month, external
affairs minister S.
Jaishankar had held a bilat-
eral meeting with new
American secretary of state
Marco Rubio. After that
meeting, the US had said,
“Mr Rubio also emphasised
the Trump administration’s
desire to work with India to
advance economic ties and
address concerns related to
irregular migration.”

On American concerns
about illegal immigration,
Mr Jaishankar, after the
meeting with Mr Rubio, had
said that India had always
been open to a legitimate
return of Indian illegal
immigrants but had cau-
tioned that New Delhi will
need to “validate and veri-
fy” the Indian identity of
each and every one of these
persons before they return.

In response to a query on a
reported American list that
has 18,000 illegal Indian
immigrants in the US for
deportation, the foreign
minister had advised cau-
tion on numbers, saying
that numbers become
“operative” only if their
identities as Indians are
verified. Mr Jaishankar had
further reiterated that India
does not support illegal
immigration and supports
only lawful migration
through Migration and
Mobility Agreements
(inked earlier with several
countries).

205 Indians deported 
on US military plane ■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11

should be presented in
Parliament,” he said.

Mr Yadav further stated
that when the stampede
broke out, the government
asked the seers to postpone
the “shahi snan”, which is
performed at the unique
alignment of planets.

“The government ordered
seers to put off their shahi
snan and broke with the
traditions of the Sanatan
Dharma. When there was a
hue and cry, the govern-
ment ordered them to
recommence the shahi

snan, forgetting that the
holy bath has to be taken at
a specific time or mahu-
rat,” he said and alleged
that the government used
JCB machines and tractor
trolleys to clear the bodies
lying around after the
stampede.

Mr Yadav claimed that
people came to earn punya
(blessings) but had to leave
with the bodies of near and
dear ones. He said that the
government found bodies
but is refusing to accept the
numbers. “The government
showered petals from heli-

copters when bodies were
lying in the mortuary. What
kind of sanatan (timeless)
traditions are these? The
bodies were lying around,
footwear and clothes were
strewn all over. JCB
machines and tractor trol-
leys were used to throw
them away. When this led to
a hue and cry, the govern-
ment rushed to cover it up,”
he said.

Mr Yadav further claimed
the chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh even refrained
from expressing grief over
the incident. 

‘Yogi govt hiding Kumbh toll’

■■ CCoonnttiinnuueedd  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
anything, but also when
people are frustrated and
disappointed, they say a lot
of things.”

The Prime Minister fur-
ther said since 2014, when
the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment came to power at the
Centre, poor people have
got 4-crore houses. “The one
who has lived that kind of
life knows what it means to
have a house with a proper
roof. Pain of the poor and
troubles of the common
man cannot be understood
just like that; it requires
passion and some just don’t
have it,” he said in a sarcas-
tic remark aimed at the
Opposition leaders.

Taking on Mr Gandhi
over his comments on
India’s foreign policy and

the Chinese activity along
the LAC, Mr Modi, without
naming him, said those
really interested in foreign
policy must read JFK’s
Forgotten Crisis.

“This book was written
by a foreign policy scholar.
In it there is a mention of
India’s first PM
(Jawaharlal Nehru), who
also held the foreign affairs
portfolio. It had his conver-
sation with John F.
Kennedy (JFK) when the
country was dealing with a
crisis situation... The book
details what games were
played in the name of for-
eign policy.”

On Mr Gandhi’s “band-
age for bullet wound” com-
ments on the Union
Budget, Mr Modi said
before 2014 such bombs

were hurled at people and
bullets were fired that they
affected the lives of people.
“But we have gradually
healed those wounds and
moved forward,” he said
while talking about the
income-tax exemption
limit increase.

Reacting to the PM’s
address in Lok Sabha,
Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor said, “...You (the
PM) have already spoken
repeatedly on dynasty poli-
tics, now you should be
speaking regarding the
President’s speech, and he
should speak on the criti-
cism made by the
Opposition regarding
it...he did not answer any-
thing. It was an election
speech…he spoke keeping
in mind the Delhi polls.”

Modi attacks Rahul, Kejriwal
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quick
BITES

INDICATORS %
Sensex 78,583.81 1.81
Nifty 50 23,739.25 1.62
S&P 500* 6,001.92 0.12
Dollar (`) 87.07 -0.14
Pound Sterling (`) 108.18 0.94
Euro (`) 90.02 0.93
Gold (10gm)* (`) 83,649▲325 0.39
Brent crude ($/bbl)* 76.01 0.07
IN 10-Yr bond yield 6.672 0.002
US 10-Yr T-bill yield* 4.581 0.038

* As of 8:30 PM IST

GMR Airports
signs up with
UNGC on SDGs
GMR Airports Ltd (GAL) anno-
unced its membership in Unit-
ed Nations Global Compact
(UNGC), a corporate sustain-
ability initiative. GMR Airports
has pledged to align its strate-
gies and operations with the
ten principles of the UNGC.
“This commitment reinforces
our responsibility to create
resilient airports that connect
communities and also protect
our planet,” said Kiran Kumar
Grandhi, CEO and MD, GAL.

Fewer slabs with lower
GST rates on anvil: FM
No proposal to shut down old tax regime, clarifies Nirmala Sitharaman
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb..  44:: The
GST Council will soon
take a decision on having
fewer and lower rates as
the review work is almost
complete, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
said on Tuesday.

Currently, goods and
services Tax (GST) is a
four-tier tax structure
with slabs at 5, 12, 18 and
28 per cent. Luxury and
demerit goods are taxed at
highest bracket of 28 per
cent, while packed food
and essential items are in
the lowest 5 per cent slab.

The Council, chaired by
Sitharaman and compris-
ing her state counterparts,
has set up a group of min-
isters (GoM) to suggest
changes in GST rates as
well as reduce slabs.

“To be fair to the GST
and the ministers who are
all in the council, the work
on rationalising and sim-
plifying GST rates has
already commenced. In
fact, it had commenced
nearly three years ago,”
she said at a post Budget
round table.

Sitharaman said later
the scope was widened
and now the work is
almost complete.

Mentioning that she told

ministers in the Council
to have a more in-depth
look at the rates since they
relate to everyday items
consumed by common
people, the minister said. 

“For me, it was also imp-
ortant that we don’t lose
an opportunity, that we
can even bring down the
number of rates, which is
also the original intent
that we wanted fewer rates

and lower rates. So work
has got to happen on that,
and I hope the GST
Council will decide on it
soon,” Sitharaman said.

Days after presenting the
Union Budget 2025-26 that
also provides significant
income tax relief to the
middle class, the minister
asserted the country’s eco-
nomic fundamentals are
strong and there is no

structural slowdown.
The finance minister

also told the gathering
that there is no proposal to
shut down old tax regime.

The finance minister fur-
ther said the capital
expenditure has not come
down, in fact it has
increased to `11.21 lakh
crore which is 4.3 per cent
of the gross domestic
product GDP. — PTI

GST is a four-tier
tax structure with
slabs at 5%, 12%,
18% and 

28%

LUXURY GOODS taxed in
highest bracket at 28%,

while essential items are
in lowest 5% slab.

MONEY MATTERS
SHE TOLD MINISTERS IN THE COUNCIL TO HAVE A
MORE IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE RATES SINCE THEY

RELATE TO EVERYDAY ITEMS CONSUME.

BUDGET PEGS a
fiscal deficit of
4.4% of GDP
for FY26.

WE CAN BRING down
the number of rates,
which is also the origi-
nal intent that we
wanted fewer rates
and lower rates. So
work has got to hap-

pen on that, and
I hope the GST
Council will
decide on it
soon. 

— NIRMALA
SITHARAMAN, 

Finance min-
ister

Gold hits new high of
`85,800 per 10 grams
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb..  44:: Gold
prices extended the rally
for the fifth straight ses-
sion and rose `500 to hit a
fresh peak of `85,800 per
10 grams in the national
capital on Tuesday amid
robust demand from jew-
ellers and retailers,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association.

The precious metal of
99.9 per cent purity closed
at `85,300 per 10 grams in
the previous session.

In this year, gold has
surged `6,410 or 8.07 per
cent to `85,800 per 10
grams from `79,390 per 10
grams on January 1.

Gold of 99.5 per cent
purity also climbed for the
fifth straight session and
gained `500 to hit another
record high of `85,400 per
10 grams on Tuesday.

Silver prices, however,
snapped a five-day win-
ning streak and fell `500 to
`95,500 per kg against
Monday’s closing level of
`96,000 per kg.

In futures trade, gold on
the MCX for April deliv-
ery declined Rs 208 or 0.25

per cent to `83,075 per 10
grams. “Gold’s positive
rally took a slight pause as
MCX gold traded near
`83,000 with a minor `200
dip. This weakness came
as tariff discussions betw-
een the US, Canada, and
Mexico gained traction,”
Jateen Trivedi, VP
research analyst -
Commodity and Currency
at LKP Securities, said.

Silver futures for March
delivery also slipped `35
to `94,222 per kg on the
Multi Commodity

Exchange (MCX).
According to Abans

Holdings’ chief executive
officer Chintan Mehta,
gold hit record highs on
Monday amid fears of a
global trade war, driving
investors toward the safe-
haven metal at high pre-
miums. “Geopolitical unc-
ertainty continues to rise
as Trump’s tariffs on Can-
ada and Mexico are paus-
ed for a month following
negotiations on stricter
border enforcement,”
Mehta  said. — PTI

PRECIOUS METAL
IN 2025, gold surges `6,410 
or 8.07% to `85,800 per 10

grams from `79,390 per 
10 grams on Jan. 1

GOLD OF 99.5% purity
also climbs for fifth
straight session and
gained `500 to hit
another record high of
`85,400 per 10 grams. 

IN FUTURES TRADE, gold on the MCX for
April delivery declined  `208 or 0.25 per
cent to `83,075 per 10 grams.

SILVER SNAPS a five-day
winning streak and

falls `500 to
`95,500 per kg.

India to assess US exit from global tax deal
MADHUSUDAN SSAHOO
NEW DELHI, FEB. 4

Revenue secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey on Tuesday
said that India would
assess the implications of
the United States’ decision
to withdraw from the glob-
al tax deal. The comment
from the government com-

es after US President Don-
ald Trump’s statement in
the Presidential memo-
randum on January 20.

As per the Trump’s state-
ment, the ‘global tax deal’
has no force or effect with-
in the United States, thus
nullifying the progress
made so far by the Orga-
nisation for Economic

Cooperation and Develo-
pment (OECD) to bring
140 countries on the same
platform to levy a mini-
mum 15 per cent tax on
profits of multinational
corporates.

Pandey, who was inter-
acting with in a post-
Budget session of indus-
try body Assocham, said

that the tax deal is a mul-
tilateral approach where
the US is much integrally
needed. 

“The US exit has added a
lot of uncertainty and if
the United States is not
joining it then such a pact
doesn’t work out,” the top
official of the finance
ministry said.

Cuts in I-T rates to boost growth
FC BBANKING BBUREAU
MUMBAI, FEB. 4

Moody’s Ratings on
Tuesday said that the
income tax cuts annou-
nced in the Union Budget
2025 will boost middle-
class spending and benefit
corporates and the finan-
cial sector but warned
that the lost revenue could
slow fiscal consolidation
despite a decline in spend-
ing as a share of GDP.

The announced tax
measures account for the
bulk of the government’s
support for the economy.
In particular, the govern-
ment has effectively elimi-

nated direct tax liabilities
for workers earning less
than `12 lakh (about
$13,860) per year to catal-
yse household consump-
tion. The the previous
threshold was `7 lakh
(about $8,100). 

Although the govern-
ment has estimated conse-
quent foregone revenue at
around `1 lakh crore (0.3
per cent of GDP), it has
continued to project a 14.4
per cent rise in income
taxes, contributing to an
11 per cent rise in total tax
receipts that is more rapid
than the assumed 10 per
cent rise in nominal GDP. 

As a result, the material-

isation of downside risks
to income tax collection,
which the government has
budgeted to account for
about one-third of gross
tax revenue, would belie
the government’s view of
revenue buoyancy that
hinges on improved com-
pliance and the return of
robust economic growth,
said Moody’s. 

India’s latest budget sig-
nals a slowing pace of fis-
cal consolidation, as the
union government seeks
to provide firmer support
for economic growth amid
a dampened macroeco-
nomic backdrop compar-
ed to recent years, it said.

China imposes limited tariffs for US levies
China starts anti-monopoly investigation into Google; Trump pauses tariff on Canada for one month
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  BBeeiijjiinngg,,  FFeebb..
44:: China on Tuesday
imposed targeted tariffson
American imports and put
several US companies, inc-
luding Google, on notice
for possible sanctions, in a
measured response to the
sweeping duties on Chin-
ese imports imposed by
President Donald Trump.

Beijing’s limited counter
to Trump’s imposition of a
10% tariff on all Chinese
imports underscored the
attempt by Chinese policy-
makers to engage Trump
in talks that could avert an
outright trade war betw-
een the world’s two largest
economies.

Capital Economics, a UK-
based research firm, esti-
mated that China’s addit-
ional tariffs would apply to
about $20 billion of annual
imports, compared with
the $450 billion worth of
Chinese goods subject to
the Trump tariff that took
effect at 12:01 a.m. ET on
Tuesday (0501 GMT).

“The measures are fairly
modest, at least relative to
US moves, and have been
calibrated to send a mes-
sage to the US,” Julian
Evans-Pritchard, the fir-
m’s head of China Econo-
mics said in a note.

Trump on Monday suspe-
nded his threat of 25% tar-
iffs on Mexico and Canada
at the last minute, agreei-
ng to a 30-day pause in re-
turn for concessions on bo-
rder and crime enforce-
ment. Trump plans to spe-
ak to Chinese President Xi
Jinping later in the week, a
White House spokesperson
said.

China’s new measures,
announced as the Trump
tariff took effect, include a
15% levy on United States
coal and LNG and 10% for
crude oil, farm equipment
and a small number of
trucks as well as big-
engine sedans shipped to
China from the United
States.

China said it was starti-
ng an anti-monopoly inves-
tigation into Alphabet
Inc’s Google. It put both
PVH Corp the holding co-
mpany for brands includ-
ing Calvin Klein, and US
biotechnology company
Illumina on a list for poten-
tial sanctions. China said
it was imposing export
controls on some metals,

including tungsten, that
are critical for electronics,
military equipment and
solar panels.

The 10%-duty China an-
nounced on electric trucks
imported from the United
States could apply to Elon
Musk's Cybertruck, a nic-
he offering Tesla has been
promoting in China. 

Tesla had no immediate

comment. China’s new tar-
iffs will not take effect
until February 10, giving
Washington and Beijing
some time to try and reach
a deal that Chinese
policymakers have indicat-
ed they hope to strike with
Trump at a time when
China’s domestic demand
has been sputtering. 

— Reuters

The crowd marches during a rally demanding that NYU Langone commit to providing
gender-affirming care for transgender youth following an executive order by US Pres-
ident Donald Trump aimed at cutting federal funding, in New York, on Monday. — AP 

Trump, Bibi talk; US says
‘no Gaza peace guarantee’
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  FFeebb..  44:: Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
Benjamin Netanyahu are
set to meet on Tuesday as
the Israeli Prime Minister
faces competing pressure
from his right-wing coalit-
ion to end a temporary tru-
ce against Hamas militan-
ts in Gaza and from war-
weary Israelis who want
the remaining hostages
home and the 15-month
conflict to end.

Trump is guarded about
the long-term prospects for
the truce, even as he takes
credit for pressuring
Hamas and Israel into the
hostage and ceasefire agre-
ement that went into effect
the day before he returned
to office last month. 

“I have no guarantees
that the peace is going to
hold,” Trump told reporte-
rs on Monday. 

The leaders’ talks are
expected to touch on a

long-sought Israel-Saudi
Arabia normalisation deal
and concerns about Iran’s
nuclear programme, but
hammering out the second
phase of the hostage deal
will be at the top of the
agenda. 

Netanyahu’s arrival in
Washington for the first fo-
reign leader visit of Trum-
p’s second term comes as
the Prime Minister’s popu-
lar support is lagging. Net-
anyahu is in the middle of
weekslong testimony in an
ongoing corruption trial
that centres on allegations
he exchanged favours with
media moguls and wealthy
associates. He has decried
the accusations and said
he is the victim of a “witch
hunt.” 

Being seen with Trump,
who is popular in Israel,
could help distract the
public from the trial and
boost Netanyahu’s stand-

ing in the country. 
It’s Netanyahu's first

travel outside Israel since
the International Criminal
Court issued arrest war-
rants in November for
him, his former defence
minister and Hamas’slain
military chief, accusing
them of crimes against
humanity during the war
in Gaza. 

The US does not recog-
nise the ICC’s authority
over its citizens or territo-
ry. Netanyahu and Trum-
p’s Mideast envoy Steve
Witkoff on Monday began
the daunting work of bro-
kering the next phase of a
ceasefire agreement. Neta-
nyahu said in statement
that the meeting with
Witkoff and US national
security adviser Michael
Waltz was “positive and
friendly.” The leader said
he would send a delegation
to Qatar. — AP

10%
tariff hike on

Chinese 
goods was

announced by
US President

Donald Trump
on Saturday,

following
which China

imposed tariffs
on US imports
of energy, cars
and machinery

parts.

$530 billion 
Total trade between China
and the US in 2024.

$400 
billion is sales of
Chinese goods to
the US, second
only to Mexico.

$200 billion 
worth of US goods
that China agreed

to import.

BIDEN
ordered 
tariffs last
May on 

$18
billion worth
of imports
from China

Suit as Musk takes reins
of US treasury payments
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  FFeebb..  44:: Elon
Musk and his aides have
taken control of the US
treasury department’s pa-
yments system, triggering
a lawsuit charging he is
illegally getting access to
private data of millions of
Americans.

Musk, the world’s richest
person, is leading Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s fed-
eral cost-cutting efforts
under the so-called depart-

ment of government effi-
ciency (DOGE).

The suit calls on a feder-
al judge to declare it illegal
for Musk or others from
DOGE to get personal
information about taxpay-
ers and to block the treas-
ury department from let-
ting that happen.

“People who must share
information with the fed-
eral government should
not be forced to share in-

formation with Elon Musk
or his ‘DOGE’,” read a law-
suit filed in Washington by
labour unions and a grass-
roots advocacy group.

“And federal law says
they do not have to.” Musk
said that the “only way to
stop fraud and waste of
taxpayer money is to fol-
low the payment flows and
pause suspicious transac-
tions for review.”

— AFP

SHORT TAKES

EX-NATO CHIEF
NAMED NORWAY

FINANCE MIN.
OOsslloo,,  FFeebb..  44:: Former Nato chief
Jens Stoltenberg was on
Tuesday named Norway’s new
finance minister, taking on the
key role as the Labour govern-
ment lags in the polls and a po-
ssible transatlantic trade war
looms on the horizon.

Stoltenberg, 65, was PM betw-
een 2000 and 2001 and again
from 2005 to 2013 before serving
as Nato secretary general
between 2014 and 2024, when he
developed good ties with US
President Donald Trump.

His appointment as finance
minister comes after the col-
lapse of Norway’s coalition
government last week.

FOR ECONOMIC
FREEDOM, UNITE:

LANKA PRESIDENT
CCoolloommbboo,,  FFeebb..  44:: President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake on
Tuesday said that Sri Lanka
must work in unison to achieve
economic freedom rather than
yield to vulnerabilities within
the global economic system at
the 77th Independence Day cel-
ebrations of the island nation.

FIRE AT IRAN’S
PETRO REFINERY

CONTAINED
DDuubbaaii,,  FFeebb..  44:: A fire at the
waste warehouse of the Marun
Petrochemical Refinery in sou-
thwest Iran on Tuesday has
been put out, IRNA news age-
ncy reported, adding that six
people suffered minor injuries
from the incident.

Marun Petrochemical Refin-
ery, located in Bandar-e-Ma-
hshahr, has an annual produc-
tion capacity of 1.1 million
metric tons of polyethylene.
“The fire at the open-air hydro-
carbon waste warehouse was
completely put down by the
local fire department within
one hour.”
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WARUN GAME
MMuummbbaaii:: India’s T20 captain

Suryakumar Yadav and Shivam
Dube have been included in

Mumbai’s 18-member squad for
their Ranji Trophy quarterfinal

clash against Haryana, starting
from February 8.

Both Suryakumar and Dube,
who took part in the recently-
concluded India-England five-

match T20I series which the
hosts won 4-1, have played one

game each in Mumbai’s title
defence of the Ranji Trophy this

season.
Mumbai qualified for the quar-

terfinals after their crushing vic-
tory by an innings and 456 runs

against Meghalaya, while
Jammu and Kashmir is the

other team to make it to the
knockouts from Elite Group A.
Suryakumar was a part of the

Mumbai side in their clash
against Maharashtra in October,
whereas Dube was a member of

the star-studded hosts’ side
that included India Test and

ODI skipper Rohit Sharma as
well as Yashasvi Jaiswal, and

which lost to J&K at home last
month. The 42-time winners
Mumbai will travel to Rohtak

where they will take on
Haryana, who had finished at

the top of Group ‘C’.— PTI

Surya, Shivam in
Mumbai squad

GGaallllee,,  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa::  Young opening
batter Sam Konstas is leaving

Australia’s tour of Sri Lanka and
flying back home to play in New

South Wales’ next Sheffield
Shield game against

Queensland at the Gabba.
The Australian media have

reported that the decision to
send back Konstas was taken
after it became clear that the

19-year-old batter would not be
considered for selection in the
second Test against Sri Lanka.
Konstas, who made headlines
with his unorthodox shots on

debut against a Jasprit Bumrah-
led Indian pace bowling attack

in Melbourne last December,
returned to hotel after

Australia’s training session on
Tuesday and started packing his

bag for his flight back home.
According to Sydney Morning

Herald, the Australian selectors
“have chosen to send Konstas
home early so he can play” in

the first round of Shield games
after the Big Bash League, as he

has never played a first-class
match in Brisbane before.

The game between NSW and
Queensland starts on Saturday.

“That’s the plan. Hopefully, I can
be back for the first game,”

Konstas was quoted as saying
by the leading daily.

— PTI

Konstas to return
for Shield games

GGaallllee,,  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: Former Sri
Lanka captain Dimuth

Karunaratne is set to retire from
international cricket after play-

ing his 100th Test, which will be
the second and final match

against Australia starting here
on Thursday.

The 36-year-old, one of the
most prolific batters for Sri

Lanka, has scored 7,172 runs at
an average of just under 40,

with 16 centuries and 34 half-
centuries in 99 Tests over near-

ly 14 years. He has also featured
in 50 ODIs, scoring 1,316 runs

with one century and 11 fifties.
“It is difficult for a Test player
to keep himself motivated to

play 4 Tests for a year and
maintain his form,” Karunaratne
was quoted as saying by ‘Daily

FT’. “In the last two-three years
after the WTC (World Test

Championship) was introduced,
we have been having very little

bilateral series. My current form
is another reason; completing

my 100 Tests, the end of the
WTC cycle (2023-25), I thought

is the right time to retire.”
— PTI

SL’s Karunaratne
all set to retire

CChheennnnaaii:: Third seed Duje
Ajdukovic and the trio of Indian

players, including Ramkumar
Ramanathan and Mukund

Sasikumar, were knocked out in
the men’s singles opening

round of the Chennai Open ATP
Challenger here on Tuesday.

However, the tournament’s top
seeds Billy Harris and Lloyd

Harris started their campaigns
on a winning note.

Ajdukovic, ranked No. 158 in the
world, was defeated in three

sets 2-6, -7-6, 2-6 by Sweden’s
Elias Ymer, ranked No. 332 in

the world. — PTI 

Ramanathan and
Mukund bow out

Mystery spinner included in ODI series squad

LLoonnddoonn,,  FFeebb..  44:: Enzo
Maresca hailed Chelsea’s
mental strength as they
came from behind to beat
West Ham 2-1 and move
into fourth place in the
Premier League on
Monday.

Maresca’s side trailed to
Jarrod Bowen’s strike
late in the first half at
Stamford Bridge, spark-
ing jeers from frustrated
fans after a lethargic
start. But Maresca’s deci-
sion to send on Pedro
Neto in the second half
proved decisive as the
Portugal forward bagged
Chelsea’s equaliser.

As he has been so often
over the last two seasons,
Cole Palmer was the cata-
lyst for the Blues’ 74th-
minute winner when his
cross deflected in off West
Ham defender Aaron
Wan-Bissaka.

After a disappointing
run of one win in seven
league games, Maresca
was relieved to see
Chelsea get back on track
in spirited fashion.

“It is huge. Today was a
tough game, especially
mentally. When West Ham
come here and sit back
with 10 players behind
the ball, it’s not easy. You
have to be mentally
strong and you need to be
patient,” he said.

TTUURRNNIINNGG  PPOOIINNTT

Maresca had dropped
Chelsea keeper Robert
Sanchez after his latest
costly error in the defeat
at Manchester City.

Almost two years after
his ruthless dismissal,
Potter returned to man-
agement with the
Hammers last month. 

— AFP

Pragg home to
warm welcome

NNaaggppuurr,,  FFeebb..  44:: In-form
mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy was on
Tuesday included in the
Indian ODI squad after his
heroics in the just-con-
cluded T20I series against
England as the team man-
agement wants the KKR
mystery spinner to “keep
up the momentum”.

There is a fair chance
that Chakravarthy might
just replace one of the
four specialist spinners in
the Champions Trophy
squad. It could be one
among Kuldeep Yadav or
Washington Sundar, who
could be axed to accommo-
date Chakravarthy before
the final squad is
announced. A lot will
depend on how he fares in
the ODIs.

Chakravarthy, who got 14
wickets in five T20Is
against England and was
adjudged the 'Player of
The Series', wasn't initial-
ly picked for the three
ODIs against England and
the Champions Trophy
later this month.

Chakravarthy was seen
training and bowling in
the nets on Tuesday.

“Yes, Varun
Chakravarthy is part of
the squad,” India vice-cap-
tain Shubman Gill con-
firmed in a media interac-
tion after the team's train-
ing. Later in the evening,
the BCCI too said the in-
form spinner has been
added to the squad.

“The Men's Selection
Committee has added
Varun Chakaravarthy to
India's squad for the
upcoming three-match
ODI series against
England,” the BCCI said
in a statement.

It is understood that
head coach Gautam
Gambhir wants
Chakravarthy to remain
in rhythm and bowl to the
likes of Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma, and Rishabh
Pant.

With the deadline for
squad changes for the
Champions Trophy set for
February 12, he remains a
strong candidate for selec-
tion. However, it is unlike-
ly that he will be added to
the CT squad without
playing a single ODI.

India have got three fin-
ger spinners — two left-
armers (Ravindra Jadeja
and Axar Patel) and one
right-arm off-spinner in
Washington Sundar.
Kuldeep Yadav, who is
returning to the Indian
team after undergoing a
sports hernia surgery in
October 2024. — PTI

Chelsea rally to
beat Hammers

Telangana women basketball champs
DDeehhrraadduunn,,  FFeebb..  44:: Madhya
Pradesh and Telangana
won the men’s and
women’s basketball 3x3
gold medals after beating
Kerala in the finals of
both the sections at the
National Games here on
Tuesday.

Madhya Pradesh won 22-
20 in a hard-fought men’s
summit clash against
Kerala, while Tamil Nadu
beat Telangana 21-16 to
win the bronze.

In the women’s final,
Telangana triumphed 21-
11 over Kerala with a com-
manding performance.

Telangana defended their
title which they had won
in the 2023 National
Games in Goa.

Madhya Pradesh took
the bronze after beating
Tamil Nadu 14-12 in the
third-place match. Earlier
in the men’s semifinals,
Madhya Pradesh had
secured 18-14 victory over
Telangana, while Kerala
narrowly edged past
Tamil Nadu 16-15. In the
women’s semifinals,
Telangana had defeated
Tamil Nadu 18-11 while
Kerala won 13-10 victory
over Madhya Pradesh.

SSHHUUTTTTLLEERR  AANNMMOOLL  WWIINNSS
GGOOLLDD  AATT  NNAATT  GGAAMMEESS

Rising shuttler Anmol
Kharb continued her
impressive run, defeating
top seed Anupama
Upadhyaya in straight
games in the women’s sin-
gles final to claim the gold
medal at the 38th National
Games here on Tuesday.

The 18-year-old from
Haryana, a member of the
gold medal-winning Ind-
ian team at the Asia Team
Championships, show-
cased her skill and deter-
mination by outclassing

world number 43
Anupama 21-16, 22-20 to
secure the top prize.

The gold medal marked
another milestone in
Anmol’s rising career, fol-
lowing her runner-up fin-
ish at the Guwahati
Masters Super 100 tourna-
ment last December and
her victories at the
Belgian and Polish
Internationals last year.

In other events, Satish
Kumar Karunakaran &
Aadya Variyath battled
hard to overcome Deep
Rambhiya and Akshaya
Warang 21-11, 20-22, 21-8 in

the mixed doubles final
and win the gold medal.

In men’s doubles, Nithin
HV and Prakash Raj S
defeated Vaibhav and
Ashith Surya 21-16, 21-14
in a one-sided final to take
home the coveted gold.

Later in the day, top seed
Sathish Kumar
Karunakaran will face
Suryaksh Rawat in the
men’s singles final. Star
shuttler and home state
favourite Lakshya Sen,
ranked world number 10,
withdrew from the compe-
tition at the last moment
on Monday. — PTI

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  FFeebb..  44:: They
may have struggled in
recent times but the form
of skipper Rohit Sharma
and his longtime colleague
Virat Kohli will be key to
India’s success in the
upcoming ICC Champions
Trophy, reckoned former
batter Suresh Raina on
Tuesday.

The Champions Trophy
starts in Pakistan from
February 19 and will con-
cluded on March 9 but
India will play all their
matches in Dubai as per
the hybrid model agree-
ment signed by the con-
cerned parties.

Speaking to broadcaster
Star Sports, Raina said,
“Rohit Sharma’s strike
rate has improved signifi-
cantly after the ODI World
Cup in 2023. Since then, he
has scored runs at a strike
rate of 119-120, making
him one of India’s best
ODI batsmen.

“For Rohit and Virat, I
would say that when you
have a strong record of
past performances, it
gives you a lot of confi-
dence. They complement
each other well, and both
have the skill to score big
runs. If they perform well,
India’s Champions Trophy

campaign will benefit
immensely,” he added.

India have been clubbed
with arch-rivals Pakistan,
New Zealand and
Bangladesh in the group
stage of the tournament.

Speaking about the spin
department and team
combination, Raina said,
“I think (Ravindra) Jadeja
will definitely play
because of his effective-
ness in ODIs. Kuldeep
(Yadav) has not played a
match since his injury, but
we also have Axar Patel,
who has been consistently
performing well.

— PTI

CChheennnnaaii,,  FFeebb..  44:: Newly-
crowned Tata Steel Chess
winner R.
Praggnanandhaa was
given a warm reception
upon his return home, as
hundreds of fans, along
with officials from the
Tamil Nadu government
and the national federa-
tion gathered to recei rve
him at the airport here on
Tuesday.

The 19-year-old from
Chennai on Sunday
defeated reigning World
Champion and compatri-
ot D. Gukesh to claim his
maiden Tata Steel Chess
tournament crown, mark-
ing the biggest win of his
career so far.

“I feel very happy to win
this tournament, and it is
very nice to see that two
Indians, two Tamil Nadu
people played in the tie-
break in the end. We both
played well. Huge con-
grats to him (D. Gukesh)
as well, he played really
well,” he said.

Both Praggnanandhaa
and Gukesh finished with
8.5 points after losing

their 13th-round games,
but Praggnanandhaa
showed remarkable men-
tal resilience to triumph
2-1 in the tie-breaker dur-
ing the 87th edition of the
prestigious event in Wijk
Aan Zee.

Praggnanandhaa beca-
me the first Indian after
Viswanathan Anand to
win the Tata Steel Chess
title.

Anand, a three-time
winner (2003, 2004, and
2006) when the event was
known as the Corus
Chess Tournament, had
also shared the honours
twice (1989 and 1998) dur-
ing its earlier form as the
Hoogovens Tournament.

Praggnanandhaa des-
cribed the final day as
“crazy and long” after he
battled exhaustion and
nerves to outwit Gukesh
in a thrilling tie-breaker.

As a draw seemed immi-
nent in sudden death,
Gukesh lost control, and
Praggnanandhaa capi-
talised on the mistake to
clinch his maiden title.

— PTI

GILL DEFENDS
RECENT LOSS
AWAY TO OZ
NNaaggppuurr,,  FFeebb..  44:: India’s
vice-captain Shubman Gill
on Tuesday defended their
performance in the Test
rubber loss in Australia,
saying that one poor series
does not define a team and
that it is unfair to criticise
a side after a rare bad out-
ing.

India suffered a 1-3
defeat in the five-match
series in Australia, bring-
ing to an end their decade-
long dominance in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

Key players such as
Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, K. L. Rahul,
Rishabh Pant, and Gill
himself are now set to
return for the three-match
ODI series against
England before heading to
Dubai for the all-impor-
tant ICC Champions
Trophy.

“One series does not
define the form of the
whole team. There are a
lot of players who, in the
past, have performed con-
sistently in a lot of series
and tournaments,” Gill
told reporters here ahead
of the first ODI against
England.

“Definitely, we did not
play as per our expecta-
tions in the Australian
series, but still we played
some good cricket. We
were unfortunate not to
have (Jasprit) Bumrah on
the last day and we would
have won the match and
the series would have been
a draw and this talk
wouldn't have happened.

“One match and one day
doesn’t define us, we won
there twice before and ear-
lier won a World Cup and
then reached the final of a
World Cup, so we should
keep all those things in
mind,” he added.

GGAAMMEE  CCHHAANNGGEERR
CCAAPPTTAAIINN  RROOHHIITT

The spotlight is firmly on
senior players Rohit and
Kohli, who have struggled
with the bat in recent
times.

However, Gill was quick
to highlight the skipper’s
sensational form in white-
ball cricket, which played
a pivotal role in India
reaching the 2023 ODI
World Cup final. 

— PTI

Rohit, Virat keys at CT

Chelsea players celebrates a goal against West Ham United during their English
Premier League match at Stamford Bridge in London on Monday. — AFP

Grandmaster R. Praggnanandhaa poses with the Tata
Steel Chess trophy on his arrival at the Chennai airport
on Tuesday. — PTI

DEEPIKA DDAS 
GQEBERHA (SOUTH
AFRICA), FEB. 4

It’s like a big party in a
sleepy coastal town of
picturesque Port
Elizabeth, recently re-
christened Gqeberha,
where all traffic is head-
ing to the St George’s
Park Stadium, which is
hosting the first Qualifier
of the SA20 League
between MI Cape Town
and Paarl Royals. It is the
home of the Port
Elizabeth Cricket Club
(one of the oldest clubs in
South Africa), the
Eastern Province Club
and Sunrisers Eastern
Cape but the SA20 League
had brought a major lift
to the ‘Old Lady’, which
was established in early
1800.

“The league has brought
a huge difference to the
stadium. Cricket is no
longer the game that it
was 10 years ago and SA20
has made a huge impact
in upgrading the stadi-
ums and St George’s Park
has been very much part
of that process. We have a
larger crowd coming here
for the SA20 matches and
witness renewed enthusi-
asm,” said Mark William,
CEO of Eastern Province
Cricket.

St George’s Park staged
the first Test to be played
outside England or
Australia in 1888-89 and
in 1969-70 hosted the final
Test before South Africa’s
21-year isolation. It also
staged South Africa’s first
rugby international,
against England, in 1891.
It also hosted the first

ODI between India and
South Africa in 1992.

“This is an old lady. She
has been here for a long
time and so we called her
our ‘Old Lady’. It used to
be a rugby field but we no
longer host rugby match-
es. Now we are just focus-
ing on organising cricket
tournaments. We have
had a full house every sin-
gle time this season dur-
ing SA20. Hoping there
will be more cricket tour-
naments coming in
future,” he added.

‘‘BBRROOKKEENN  GGLLAASSSS  WWIILLLL
BBEE  FFIIXXEEDD  SSOOOONN’’

Mark also informed
Rinku Singh’s six that
smashed the media box
glass panel of the stadi-
um in 2023 will be fixed as
soon as the season ends.

“We are waiting to get
this season over then we
will change the glass. It’s
a big glass and will need
big tools to change it and
when you allow big and
special equipment like
big cranes entering the
stadium… there are
chances it will damage
the ground. Once the sea-
son finishes we will start
prepping up for the next
one. We have a four-
month window, then we
will upgrade, change and
fix the stuff,” Mark said.

The stadium also has
the pavilion named after
South Africa legend
Graeme Pollock — uncle
of former Proteas star
Shaun Pollock. Graeme is
widely regarded as one of
South Africa’s greatest
ever cricketers and one of
the greatest batters in the
history of the game.

The ‘Old Lady’
has new charm

SA || 20

The George’s Park Stadium in Gqeberha, South Africa,
presents a pleasant picture. 

Varun CChakravarthy
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