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Govt developed 
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Sensex soars 
1397 point, Nifty 
above 23,730 as US 
pauses tariffs

The trade war between 
the US and China is 
going to benefit India, 

government sources told .
According to government 

sources, India is not going 
to be immune from higher 
tariffs. There may be some 
products from India on 
which the US might take 
some action but despite this 
India’s exports to US will in-
crease.

Trump, who recently took 
office, imposed tariffs on 
goods imported from China, 
Mexico, and Canada over the 
weekend. Later on Monday, 
the US President postponed 
the tariffs on Mexico and 
Canada by a month under 
ongoing negotiation on 
terms.

The new additional 10 per 

cent Tariff on imports from 
China is made effective from 
Tuesday. China retaliated 
and imposed 15 per cent tariff 
on coal and LNG and 10 per 
cent on crude imports from 
US.

But Sources told that irre-
spective of what is happening 
to India in the future, India is 
likely to gain out of this US 

and China trade war.
“We have discussed this 

with Indian exporters also 
and got positive feedback 
about the mood and the 
sentiment about the export 
orders they are looking sig-
nificant rise in export value,” 
one of the sources said.

The government official 
told that India had benefit-

ted during the trade war be-
tween the US and China in 
the previous regime of Don-
ald Trump’s presidency.

“Then, our exports to US 
was around USD 57 billion. 
It went up to USD 73 billion. 
If you see historically, India’s 
exports to the US, during 
the 1-2 years of the trade war 
time, India saw a significant 
jump in our exports to the 
US,” one of the sources said.

After the US government 
announced a 10 per cent tar-
iff on all Chinese goods ex-
ported to America, China too 
imposed additional tariffs on 
various US goods, including 
a 15 per cent tariff on coal and 
liquefied natural gas, and a 
10 per cent tariff on crude oil 
starting from February 10.

China further said that a 
15 per cent tariff will be im-
posed on coal and liquefied 
natural gas. A 10 per cent tar-

iff will be imposed on crude 
oil, agricultural machinery, 
large-displacement cars and 
pickup trucks.

China’s decision comes as 
retaliatory action after Don-
ald Trump imposed a 10 per 
cent tariff on goods from 
China, citing concerns over 
illegal immigration and the 
smuggling of drugs, includ-
ing fentanyl.

Earlier on February 2, Chi-
na’s Commerce and Finance 
ministries had denounced 
Trump’s decision to impose 
tariffs and said that the coun-
try would challenge the deci-
sion before the World Trade 
Organization and take un-
specified “countermeasures”. 
The Ministry of Commerce 
said the tariff “seriously 
violates” international trade 
rules, urging the US to “en-
gage in frank dialogue and 
strengthen cooperation”. 

Sensex jumps 
as Trump  
pauses
Mumbai: Indian stock mar-
kets opened on a strong 
note on Tuesday, tracking 
positive global cues after 
former U.S. President 
Donald Trump decided to 
pause tariff imposition for 
a month. Investors reacted 
positively to the develop-
ment, leading to gains 
across major indices. The 
Nifty 50 index opened at 
23,509.90, marking a gain 
of 148.85 points (0.64 per 
cent), while the BSE Sensex 
surged 500.86 points (0.65 
per cent) to start the ses-
sion at 77,687.60. Experts 
stated that the temporary 
halt on tariffs will help 
the market recover from 
Monday’s losses.

WHO begins 
Ebola vaccine 
trial
Kampala: The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
on Monday said that it 
has launched a first-ever 
vaccine trial in Uganda 
for Ebola from the Sudan 
species of the virus. In 
a statement, Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO’s Director-General, 
said that the candidate vac-
cine as well as candidate 
treatments are being made 
available through clinical 
trial protocols to further 
test for efficacy and safety.

He added that three vac-
cination rings were defined, 
with the first ring involving 
about 40 contacts and con-
tacts of contacts of the first 
reported and confirmed 
case. Ugandan authorities 
had declared an Ebola 
outbreak in the capital, 
Kampala, late last month.

Global minis-
ters join India 
Energy
New Delhi: Energy minis-
ters from over 20 countries, 
including those from advanced 
economies, largest energy 
producers, countries of global 
south will be attending India 
Energy Week (IEW) here in the 
national capital from February 
11-14, officials said. Apart from 
ministers, foreign ambas-
sadors, and Heads of leading 
International Organizations, 90 
CEOs/Members of the executive 
board from some of the world’s 
largest Fortune 500 energy 
companies will also attend the 
IEW 2025.IEW, spanning over 1 
lakh Sq mts, will be the second-
largest energy event globally, in 
terms of participation, exhibi-
tion space and sessions.

Government sources say India will 
gain from the US-China trade war
The ongoing trade war between the US and China is expected to benefit 
India by boosting its exports to the US

n Agencies

India’s fiscal and monetary 
policies are now focusing 
more on supporting economic 
growth, aligning with expecta-
tions of a cyclical recovery, ac-
cording to a report by Morgan 
Stanley.

The report highlighted that 
the Union Budget has main-
tained the path of fiscal con-
solidation, though at a slightly 
faster pace than anticipated.

It noted that despite the ac-
celerated fiscal consolidation, 
the Budget includes measures 
that encourage consumption 
and increase capital expendi-
ture, which should help drive 
economic growth.

The report stated, “In our 
view, both fiscal and monetary 
policy are pivoting to support 
growth, which is in line with 
our view of a cyclical recovery 
in growth.”

The government’s approach 
aims to strike a balance be-
tween stimulating demand 
and maintaining macroeco-
nomic stability.

The Budget has focused on 
both fiscal discipline and eco-

nomic expansion, with a lower 
fiscal deficit target of 4.4 per 
cent of GDP for FY26 (com-
pared to Morgan Stanley’s es-
timate of 4.5 per cent of GDP).

A key measure in the Bud-
get is the reduction in income 
taxes, particularly for low- and 
middle-income taxpayers, 
which is expected to support 
consumption.

The Finance Minister has es-
timated that direct tax changes 
could lead to a revenue loss of 
Rs 1,000 billion (0.3 per cent of 
GDP), helping to boost spend-
ing power.

On the expenditure side, the 
government has prioritized 
capital expenditure. Effective 
capital expenditure (which in-
cludes direct capex and grants 

for asset creation) is expected 
to grow by 17.4 per cent in 
FY26 Budget Estimates, com-
pared to 5.3 per cent growth in 
the revised estimates for FY25.

A significant portion of this 
increase comes from grants to 
states, aimed at infrastructure 
and long-term economic devel-
opment.

Morgan Stanley empha-
sized that this synchronized 
approach between fiscal and 
monetary policies reflects the 
government’s commitment to 
strengthening economic re-
covery.

The targeted spending and 
fiscal prudence suggest a strat-
egy designed to sustain growth 
while keeping macroeconomic 
stability intact.

Morgan Stanley: India shifts fiscal and 
monetary policies to boost growth
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NetApp, Lenovo, Vodafone Idea, Anunta, and Tata 
Communications win CIO Choice 2025 Trust Seal

The 13th Anniversary edition of 
the coveted CIO CHOICE Honour 
& Recognition recently concluded 
at the Red Carpet Night felicitation 
ceremony.

- 34 Technology brands across 43 
categories won the CIO CHOICE 
2025 Trust Seal.

- Winners were picked based on 
7,000+ votes received through an 
extensive pan-India voting process 
amongst CIOs & Digital Leaders.

Technology’s impact on the ICT 
landscape has been profound, re-
shaping business operations and 
redefining organizational func-
tionality. Innovations such as cloud 

computing, big data, and artificial 
intelligence have empowered busi-
nesses with data-driven insights and 
automated solutions, revolutionizing 
operational efficiency. Through the 
utilization of these cutting-edge digi-
tal tools, enterprises are optimizing 
processes, phasing out obsolete in-
frastructure, and enriching custom-
er interactions. These technological 
advancements have opened fresh 
avenues for growth and competitive-
ness in the dynamic contemporary 
market.

However, with an abundance of 
options available, selecting the right 
ICT products and solutions can be a 
challenging task for businesses. ICT 
brands that stand out are those that 
simplify this decision-making pro-

cess by creating flexible, user-centric 
environments that prioritize busi-
ness, partner, and customer needs. 
These brands succeed in delivering 
a superior customer experience by 
aligning their offerings with the 
evolving requirements of the market.

CIO CHOICE : Celebrating ICT 
Excellence

CIO CHOICE, an esteemed annual 
recognition platform produced by 
CORE Media, honours ICT brands 
that empower businesses through 
innovation and excellence. The win-
ners are selected via an extensive 
pan-India online referral voting 
process, conducted among technol-
ogy leaders across the country, with 
KPMG serving as the Knowledge 
Partner for the event.

Empowering Enterprises Through 
Recognition

CIO CHOICE 2025 celebrated pio-
neering and transformative innova-
tions by recognizing ICT brands for 
their role in revolutionizing vari-
ous industries. These brands stand 

out for empowering enterprises to 
streamline operations, bolster cy-
bersecurity, and foster business ex-
pansion. Their innovative products, 
services, and solutions have been 
instrumental in propelling organi-
zations to unprecedented success 
in their fields.Known as the only 
gold ‘Seal of Trust,’ CIO CHOICE 
represents a hallmark of excellence, 
bestowed by India’s CIOs and digi-
tal leaders. This recognition reflects 
customer centricity, product innova-
tion, and business excellence within 
the ICT community and ecosystem. 
By earning the trust of the nation’s 
CIOs, these ICT brands solidify their 
reputation as enablers of growth and 
transformation.

This year, 34 distinguished ICT 

brands earned recognition across 43 
diverse categories, showcasing their 
excellence in innovation and service. 
Among the celebrated names were 
industry leaders such as NetApp, Vo-
dafone Idea, Tata Communications, 
Lenovo Global Technology (India), 
Anunta Technologies, Rubrik India, 
Exotel Techom, and SUSE.

These winning brands were cho-
sen as the most trusted and pre-
ferred by the country’s technology 
leaders and pioneers. The recog-
nition is based on their first-hand 
experiences of collaborating with 
these enterprises and leveraging 
their cutting-edge products, services, 
and solutions to drive business suc-
cess and innovation.

SBI report: RBI may use CRR for 
regulation, not liquidity management

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) may start using the 
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) 
more as a regulatory inter-
vention tool rather than just 
a liquidity management tool 
in the future, according to a 
report by the State Bank of 
India (SBI).

The report highlighted the 
urgent need for the central 
bank to revisit its existing li-
quidity management frame-
work.

It said “The RBI could look 
into using CRR more as a 
regulatory intervention tool 
/ countercyclical liquidity 
buffer rather than as a liquid-
ity tool in future. There is an 
urgent need to revisit the ex-
isting liquidity management 
framework by RBI”

Currently, the RBI uses 

various measures to manage 
liquidity in the banking sys-
tem, such as Open Market 
Operations (OMO), CRR, and 
the repo rate.

However, the report sug-
gests that the CRR should 
be seen as a countercycli-
cal liquidity buffer rather 
than a liquidity adjustment 
tool. This means the central 
bank could use CRR to con-
trol liquidity in the economy 
depending on the financial 
situation, rather than adjust-

ing it frequently to manage 
day-to-day liquidity needs.

The report also suggested 
that the RBI should replace 
the Weighted Average Call 
Rate (WACR) as the main 
policy rate. WACR is the in-
terest rate at which banks 
borrow and lend money in 
the overnight market.

However, SBI believes that 
WACR does not fully serve its 
purpose as a policy tool and 
should be reviewed.
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Makhana cultivation grows from 13,000 
to 35,000 hectares: MoS Agriculture

Makhana cultivation has ex-
panded from approximately 
13,000 hectares to 35,000 
hectares across multiple 
states, Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, Bhagirath Choud-
hary, said in a written reply 
in Lok Sabha on Tuesday.

In the Budget 2025-26 
tabled Saturday, the govern-
ment announced a Makhana 
Board be established in Bi-
har, a key grower of nutri-
rich food. The board will 
work to improve production, 
processing, value addition, 
and marketing of makhana.

Over the years, 15,824.1 kg 
of high-yielding Makhana 
seeds have been distributed 
to farmers, Krishi Vigyan 

Kendras, and organizations 
across various states. Sig-
nificant beneficiaries include 
institutions like NABARD, 
fisheries departments, Bihar 
Horticulture Development 
Society and farmers from 
regions such as Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh, 
the minister said in the writ-

ten reply.
The National Research 

C e nt r e  f o r  M a k h a n a 
(NRCM), Darbhanga, is a 
well-equipped facility dedi-
cated to Makhana research 
and innovation, supported 
by a skilled team of scien-
tists.

Its key achievements in-

clude developing high-yield 
makhana and thornless wa-
ter chestnut varieties, intro-
ducing water-efficient and 
integrated farming systems, 
and launching Makhana-
cum-fish farming. The cul-
tivation practices of Indian 
Lotus, medicinal plants like 
Acorus calamus (Sweet flag) 
and Alocasia montana have 
also been established.

Several equipment/ma-
chines for Makhana pop-
ping and value-added prod-
ucts have been developed 
and licensed to manufac-
turers for commercializa-
tion namely Makhana seed 
washer, Makhana seed grad-
er, Makhana seed primary 
roasting machine, Makhana 
seed popping machine, 
Popped Makhana 
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ICAR Institutes, State and 
Central agricultural uni-
versities have developed 

2,900 varieties of different 
crops during 2014-2024, 
out of which 2,661 varieties 
are climate resilient, Minis-
ter of State for Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, Bha-
girath Choudhary, said in a 
written reply in Lok Sabha 
on Tuesday.

During this period, 63 
field crop varieties have 
been developed for Kerala, 
comprising 23 of cereals, 2 
of oilseeds; 10 of pulses; 15 
of forage crops, and 13 of 
sugarcane of which 58 are 
climate resilient.

Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme of Per Drop More 
Crop (PDMC) has been 
implemented since 2015-16 
which focuses on enhanc-
ing water use efficiency at 
the farm level through mi-
cro Irrigation systems like 
drip and sprinkler Irrigation 
systems.

The PDMC was imple-
mented as a component 
of Pradhan Mantri Krishi 

Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) 
during 2015-16 to 2021-22 
and under the Rashtriya 
Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) 
from 2022-23 onwards.

The various components 
of this scheme helps in wa-
ter saving as well as reduced 
fertilizer usage through fer-
tigation, labour expenses, 
other input costs and overall 
income enhancement of the 
farmers.

The government pro-
vides financial assistance 
55 per cent to the small and 
marginal farmers and 45 
per cent to other farmers 
for installation of drip and 
sprinkler systems under the 
PDMC.

To help the farmers make 

decisions on day-to-day ag-
ricultural operations for re-
duction of crop damage and 
loss due to extreme weather 
as well as taking advantage 
of benevolent weather con-
ditions, India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) runs 
a scheme - Gramin Krishi 
Mausam Sewa (GKMS) to 
render weather forecast 
based operational Agrome-
teorological Advisory Ser-
vices (AAS) in collaboration 
with Indian Council of Ag-
ricultural Research (ICAR), 
State Agriculture Universi-
ties and other institutions 
for the benefit of farming 
community.

Under this scheme, pres-
ently 130 Agromet Field 

Units (AMFUs), located at 
SAUs, institutes of ICAR and 
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (IIT) etc. are operational 
across the country. Along 
with the biweekly bulletins, 
daily weather forecast and 
nowcast information are 
also disseminated to the 
farmers by Regional Meteo-
rological Centers (RMCs) 
and Meteorological Centers 
(MCs) of IMD.

Out of the 130 AMFUs, 5 
AMFUs viz. Ambalavayal, 
Pillicode, Thrissur, Vel-
layani and Kumarakom are 
preparing the district-level 
AAS bulletins for all agricul-
turally important districts of 
Kerala. These units are also 
involved in the dissemina-
tion of AAS to the farmers 
through multichannel dis-
semination systems like 
print and electronic media, 
Door Darshan, radio, inter-
net etc. including SMS us-
ing mobile phones through 
the Kisan Portal and also 
through private companies 
under Public Private Part-
nership (PPP) mode.

SMS-based alerts and 
warnings along with suit-
able remedial measures 

are being sent during ex-
treme weather events like 
cyclones, deep depressions 
etc. through the Kisan Por-
tal.

Farmers access weather 
information including 
alerts and related agromet 
advisories specific to their 
districts through the mo-
bile App viz., ‘Meghdoot’ 
and ‘Mausam’ launched by 
Govt. of India. To extend 
real-time weather updates 
to farmers to make appro-
priate decisions on farm 
operations, AMFUs also use 
Social media platforms like 
‘WhatsApp’, ‘Facebook’, 
‘YouTube’ etc. In Kerala, 
these services have been inte-
grated with the Agriculture 
Information Management 
System (AIMS), Depart-
ment of Agriculture & Farm-
ers Welfare, Govt. of Kerala. 
About 40 lakh farmers are 
accessing the information 
in English and regional lan-
guages from this platform.

Recently, Ministry of Earth 
Sciences (MoES), in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj (MoPR), has 
launched Panchayat-level 
weather forecasts for nearly 

all Gram Panchayats in In-
dia on 24th October 2024. 
These forecasts are acces-
sible on digital platforms 
such as e-Gramswaraj 
(https://egramswaraj.gov.
in/), the Meri Panchayat 
app, e-Manchitra of MoPR, 
and Mausamgram of IMD, 
Ministry of Earth Science.

For drought monitoring, 
the Department of Agricul-
ture & Farmers’ Welfare 
(DA&FW) has developed a 
Geoportal in collaboration 
with the Space Application 
Centre (SAC), ISRO. This 
Geoportal hosts data of 
multiple drought indicators 
related to rainfall, soil mois-
ture, remote sensing-based 
crop conditions, water stor-
ages etc.This portal is a sin-
gle window digital platform 
which provides drought in-
dicators and enables various 
stakeholders towards easy, 
timely and objective assess-
ment of the drought situation 
at the district or tehsil level. 
It also helps in identifying 
potential drought condi-
tions enabling timely inter-
ventions to support effective 
drought management strate-
gies. 

Govt developed 2,661 climate-resilient 
crops: MoS Choudhary
The Indian government has implemented various initiatives to enhance agricultural resilience, water efficiency, 
and weather-based decision-making for farmers.
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Govt hiding true death toll: Akhilesh 
Yadav on Mahakumbh stampede

Samajwadi Party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav on Tues-
day continued his attack on 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment over the Mahakumbh 
stampede incident and said 
that the government al-
lowed this incident to take 
place.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons, Yadav raised the 
question on why the Cen-
tral government was not 
providing details of the 
actual number of people 
who died in the stampede 
that took place on January 
29 this year at MahaKumbh 
venue in Prayagraj.

“If there was a huge gath-
ering at that time, why was 
space not given in the Army 
premises? The Govern-
ment allowed this incident 
to take place. Now, they do 
not want to give the details 
and if anyone tries to pro-
vide details, an FIR will be 
registered against them,” 
the Samajwadi Party chief 
said.

Further, Yadav, the for-
mer chief minister of Uttar 
Pradesh claimed that the 
government knew the time 
of the incident.

“Government knows the 

time of the incident. Imag-
ine the number of deceased 
if the incident took place 
at 1 AM and Ambulances 
were coming till 11 AM. 
Several devotees could not 
even take a holy dip; they 
had to go back. Is this the 
kind of world infrastruc-
ture you want make? CM 
Yogi Adityanath said that 
he has made arrangements 
for 100 crore people...Now 
they are saying there is a 
conspiracy, the officials 
who are saying there is a 
conspiracy should be ter-
minated by the Central 
Government,” Akhilesh 
Yadav said.

Earlier today, while 

speaking in the Lok Sabha, 
Akhilesh Yadav demanded 
transparency regarding 
the casualties at the Maha-
Kumbh stampede, urging 
the government to pres-
ent accurate figures on the 
deaths, treatment of the 
injured, and arrangements 
made for the event.

Participating in the de-
bate on the Motion of 
Thanks to the President’s 
Address, Akhilesh called 
for an all-party meeting 
to clarify the situation and 
recommended that disas-
ter management and the 
lost and found centre be 
handed over to the Army.

Yadav also pressed for 

strict punitive action 
against those responsible 
for the tragedy and those 
who concealed the facts, 
questioning the govern-
ment’s decision to suppress 
the numbers.

“For the Mahakumbh 
tragedy, there should 
be strict punitive action 
against those responsible 
and those who have hid-
den the truth should be 
punished. We ask the 
double-engine govern-
ment, if there was no guilt, 
then why were the figures 
suppressed, hidden and 
erased?” he added.

“Log punye kamane aaye 
the aur apno ke shav lekar 
gaye hai (People came to 
earn merit, but they left 
with the bodies of their 
loved ones)” the SP Chief 
said.

A stampede occurred at 
the MahaKumbh Mela dur-
ing the second Shahi Snan 
on Mouni Amawasya. As 
per the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment at least 30 people 
were killed and around 60 
individuals sustained in-
juries. Several opposition 
leaders raised concerns 
over the government’s han-
dling of the stampede dur-
ing the Mauni Amavasya 
bathing ritual. 
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Tuesday directed the As-
sam government to deport 
63 declared foreigners with-
in two weeks, expressing 
strong displeasure over the 
state’s failure to take action 
and for keeping them in de-
tention centres indefinitely.

A bench of Justices Abhay 
S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan di-
rected the Assam govern-
ment to initiate the depor-
tation of 63 persons kept 
in detention centres within 
two weeks.

The apex court also ques-
tioned Assam’s claim that 
deportation was impossible 
due to the migrants’ undis-
closed foreign addresses, 
stating that even without 
addresses, deportation is 
possible

“You have refused to start 
deportation saying their 
addresses are not known. 
Why should it be our con-
cern? You deport them 
to their foreign country. 
Are you waiting for some 
‘muhurat’ (auspicious 
time)? Even without an ad-
dress, you can deport them. 
You can’t continue to de-
tain them indefinitely,” the 
bench told Assam’s Chief 
Secretary.

The bench further said, 
“Once they are held to be 

foreigners, they should be 
deported immediately. You 
know their citizenship sta-
tus. Then how can you wait 
till their address is received? 
It is for the other country to 
decide where they should 
go.”

The bench told Solicitor 
General of India Tushar 
Mehta that Assam is indulg-
ing in suppression of facts. 
Mehta said he has spoken to 
the highest authority of the 
executive and “there may be 
some lacunae”.

Justice Oka then observed, 
“On the flip side, the state 
exchequer is spending on 
the persons detained for so 
many years. This concern 

doesn’t seem to be affecting 
the government.”

The bench asked Solicitor 
General if the Union govern-
ment has started the pro-
cess of deportation. Mehta 
replied, “Let me sit with 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs. It is not a state subject. 
It is a central subject which 
is diplomatically dealt with 
the Centre. I will speak with 
the concerned official.”

In its order, the top court 
recorded its dissatisfaction 
with the Assam’s affidavit, 
saying that “it was as vague 
as its earlier affidavits.”

In its order the bench not-
ed that it it is known that 
“persons in serial number 

1 to 63 are citizens of a par-
ticular country”, there is no 
reason why the state of As-
sam cannot start procedure 
for the deportation.

“Even if the address of 
these persons in the foreign 
country is not available, as 
the state is aware that they 
are citizens of a particular 
country, we direct the state 
to immediately start process 
of deportation in respect of 
persons at serial number 1 
to 63,” ordered the top court.

The apex court further 
directed the Assam govern-
ment to file a detailed affi-
davit within two regarding 
the nationality verification 
process, including dates of 
actions taken.

The bench also directed 
the Union government 
to give details within one 
month regarding the per-
sons deported so far and to 
clarify how to handle state-
less individuals. It ordered 
Assam to ensure better 
conditions in detention cen-
tres, forming a committee to 
inspect facilities fortnightly.

The matter was posted for 
further hearing on Febru-
ary 25.

The apex court was hear-
ing case relating to foreign-
ers detained in detention 
centre in Assam and seek-
ing the release of persons 
who have completed more 
than two years in centres. 

SC orders Assam to deport 63 
foreigners in two weeks
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SBI report: RBI may use CRR 
According to the report, the ownership of 
government securities (G-Secs) is expected to 
remain unchanged in FY26. However, there 
could still be an OMO gap of around Rs 1.7 

trillion.
This indicates that the RBI might need to introduce 
more liquidity measures on a sustained basis to ensure 
smooth functioning of the banking system.
The report also predicts that the RBI may cut the repo 
rate by 25 basis points in its February 2025 policy 
meeting. Over the entire rate cut cycle, the reduction 
could be at least 75 basis points.
It stated that in the first phase the RBI is expected 
to cut the repo rate twice in succession in February 
and April 2025. Then there could be a break in June 
2025 and the second round of rate cuts may begin in 
October 2025.

The SBI report suggests that the RBI could revamp its 
liquidity management approach, shift CRR’s role to 
a regulatory tool, and make changes to its policy rate 
framework. Additionally, it expects the central bank 
to cut rates gradually in 2025 to support economic 
growth. 

Makhana cultivation
 grader and various type of value-added 
products.
The NRCM has trained thousands of 
farmers and entrepreneurs, driving regional 

industries and livelihoods. Makhana cultivation has 
expanded from approximately 13,000 to 35,000 
hectares across multiple states.
Between 2012 and 2023, NRCM trained over 3,000 
farmers in advanced Makhana cultivation, processing, 
and marketing techniques, focusing on water-
efficient practices, cropping systems, and nutrient 
management.
Additionally, NRCM has assisted 24 enterprises, 

including Mithila Naturals, Maa Vaishnavi Makhana, 
and Swastik Food Group, by providing technical 
inputs and fostering Makhana-based industries, 
further boosting the agricultural economy, the 
minister’s written reply added.

Makhana cultivation
The entire process was guided by an 
eminent advisory panel of senior technology 
leaders. This year’s advisory panel consisted 
of 10 distinguished CIOS and Digital 

Technology leaders:
=Aasish Kshetry, CIO & VP - IT, Asian Paints
= Dheeraj Sinha, EVP and Global CIO, Sun Pharma
= Jyothirlatha B, CTO, Godrej Capital
= Narendra Sonawane, SVP, Global Head, IS, 
Infosys
= Ramesh Narayanaswamy, CTO, Aditya Birla 
Capital
= Rohit Kilam, CTO, HDFC Life
= Rucha Nanavati, CIO, Mahindra Group

= Subhash Kelkar, CIO, BSE
= Vinod Sivarama Krishnan, CDIO, Essar Capital
= Vishal Bhatia, CDO, Canara Bank
The felicitation ceremony held in Mumbai received 
an overwhelming response from the CIO community 
and the ICT ecosystem. It was one of the largest 
networking events in the industry that brought 
together over 400 CIOs and Digital Leaders.
 “CIO CHOICE, THE platform honouring trusted 
and dependable ICT brands selected by CIOs and 
Digital Leaders, plays a crucial role in fostering 
collaboration among India’s top enterprises and ICT 
Brands. This partnership facilitates joint efforts to 
address intricate business challenges effectively. In 
the ever-evolving digital realm, technology serves as 
a catalyst for business expansion, elevating customer 
interactions, and stimulating innovation and 
change. The CIO CHOICE platform exemplifies the 
strength of genuine partnerships, driving progress 
for enterprises and ICT Brands alike,” said Anoop 
Mathur, Founder, CORE Media.

continued from page 1

TN to launch climate 
policy for education: Stalin

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin announced 
a pioneering initiative to 
introduce a comprehen-
sive climate change policy 
tailored for educational 
purposes and establish 
ecology clubs in schools 
across the state. Speak-
ing at the Tamil Nadu 
Climate Summit 3.0, 
Stalin emphasized the 
importance of educating 
the younger generation 
about the pressing issue 
of climate change and en-
suring that people from 
all sections of society are 
aware of its impact.

“Our government plans 
to educate people about 
climate change through 
the Education Depart-
ment,” Stalin stated. “In 
all schools across Tamil 
Nadu, ecology clubs will 
be established. The Tamil 
Nadu government will in-
troduce a ‘Climate Change 
Policy’ exclusively for ed-
ucational purposes,” he 
continued. These clubs 
will focus on raising 
awareness about envi-
ronmental issues, includ-
ing climate change, and 
will aim to foster a sense 
of responsibility among 
students to take action for 
the planet’s well-being.

Stalin emphasized that 
the fight against climate 
change requires wide-
spread awareness and 
understanding. “Aware-
ness of climate change 
will be promoted by stu-
dents. 

Training will be pro-
vided to staff in various 
government departments 
to help them address cli-
mate change. Special 
training will be given 
to the agriculture and 
water resources depart-
ments, as they are signifi-
cantly affected by climate 
change,” he added.

The Chief Minister also 
stressed that climate 
change is a global chal-
lenge that requires a 
concerted effort from all 
stakeholders. He high-
lighted that the effects of 
climate change are being 
felt across the world, with 
extreme

TBG NETWORK
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The apex court also questioned Assam’s 
claim that deportation was impossible 
due to the migrants’ undisclosed foreign 
addresses, stating that even without 
addresses, deportation is possible
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Mitsu Chem Plast reports 110% export growth, expanding globally

Mitsu Chem Plast Limited 
(Mitsu) (BSE: 540078), 
a global leading player in 
polymer-based moulded 
products, particularly in 
hospital furniture parts, 
has proudly announced 
achieving a remarkable 
110% growth in export val-
ue during the 2024-25 fiscal 
period (April to December). 
This export growth, specif-
ically in hospital furniture, 
underscores the compa-
ny’s aggressive expansion 
into new markets and its 
strengthened dominance 
in existing ones, marking a 
significant leap in its global 
presence.

Export Performance 
(2024-25) (April to Decem-
ber)

- New Markets Entered: 
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Eu-
rope, Malaysia, Portugal, 
France, Germany, Arme-
nia, the USA, and the Mal-
dives.
=  E x p o r t  Va l u e : 

Rs140.08 lakhs
= Bagged new export ap-

provals from five countries.

=Export Performance 
(2023-24) (April to March)
=Prominent Export 

Markets: Saudi Arabia, 
United Kingdom, UAE, 
Europe, Turkey, Israel, 
Kuwait, and Malaysia.
= Export Value: Rs66.69 

lakhs
Diverse Product Portfolio

=  Industrial Plastic 
Packaging: Drums, jerry 
cans, bottles, jars.
= Infrastructure Furni-

ture Components: Chair 
shells.
=  Hospital Furniture 

Parts: Panels, railings, 
planks, trolley parts.

Rescue and Safety Equip-

ment: Spine boards.Mitsu 
Chem Plast’s commitment 
to innovation, reinforced 
by rigorous in-house test-
ing and quality control, has 
earned it a reputation as a 
trusted partner to OEMs 
across industries like 
chemical, pharmaceutical, 
healthcare and infrastruc-
ture. Its impressive export 
growth showcases a bold 
vision for global expan-
sion and adaptability in 
advance markets. Driven 
by consistent quality and 
cutting-edge products, the 
company is carving a path 
to greater global influence, 
setting new standards in 
manufacturing excellence, 
innovation, and sustained 
leadership.

Commenting on the per-
formance, Sanjay Dedhia, 
Managing Director of 

Mitsu Chem Plast Limited 
said, “Our journey of inno-
vation and excellence has 
reached new heights in 
FY 2024-25, with exports 
soaring to Rs140.08 lakhs. 
Breaking into new markets 
like the USA, Europe, and 
the Maldives, while fortify-
ing our presence in estab-
lished regions, reflects the 
growing global trust in Mit-
su Chem Plast’s products.

This milestone isn’t just 
about numbers; it’s a story 
of resilience, teamwork, 
and a relentless drive to de-
liver value. As we expand 
our horizons, we are not 
just exporting products-
-we are exporting quality, 
reliability, and a promise 
of excellence. The future 
holds endless possibilities, 
and we are ready to seize 
them together”.
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Crisil Coalition Greenwich 
today announced the 2025 
Best Bank and Share Lead-
er award winners. Over 
60 banks were recognized 
globally, regionally and by 
country in the corporate 
banking segment. J.P. Mor-
gan took top honors as the 
2025 Best Bank globally 
for Corporate Banking and 
Corporate Cash Manage-
ment. The 2025 Best Bank 
globally for Corporate For-
eign Exchange is HSBC. J.P. 
Morgan and HSBC earn top 
honors as the world’s best 
global corporate bank and 
corporate FX bank respec-
tively from Crisil Coalition 
Greenwich.

“For decades, Crisil Co-
alition Greenwich has 
conducted high touch in-
terviews with thousands 
of companies around the 
world annually to deter-
mine which banks deliver 
the best products and ser-
vices,” says Dr. Tobias Mi-
arka, Global Head of Cor-
porate Banking at Crisil 
Coalition Greenwich. “In 

2025, we distilled our find-
ings to identify J.P. Morgan 
and HSBC as the year’s best 
global corporate banks in 
their respective categories.”

New Award, Same Trust-
ed Methodology

The Coalition Greenwich 
Leader designation has 
long been the industry’s 
standard among banks and 
corporates across Corporate 
Banking, Cash Manage-
ment, Foreign Exchange, 
Trade Finance, and other 
core bank business lines. 
These awards help compa-
nies identify the top per-
formers in specific banking 
functions and for banks 
to benchmark themselves 
against rivals both locally 
and regionally.

For 2025, Crisil Coalition 
Greenwich retained the 
Share Leader award and 
revamped the renowned 
Quality Leader and Excel-
lence designations as Best 
Bank awards to enhance 
clarity, marketability and 
prestige. With the new and 
expanded awards, the same 
industry-leading data and 
analytical rigor that made 
the Quality and Excellence 
Leaders the most trusted 
and cited award in global 
banking is retained.

Award winners receive 
quality ratings from corpo-
rate clients that top those of 
competing banks by a sta-
tistically significant margin. 
The analysis considers cov-
erage intensity, ease of doing 

business, advisory capabili-
ties, product and digital ca-
pabilities, and other factors.

“Our expertise in market 
analysis is why our awards 
are the industry gold stan-
dard,” says Dr. Tobias Mi-
arka. “They comprise direct 
feedback from objective and 
in-depth interviews with 
corporate decision-makers 
and are built on compre-
hensive and robust market 
analysis.”

View the 2025 Coalition 
Greenwich Award Win-
ners:

2025 Coalition Greenwich 
Leaders: Global Corporate 
Banking, Cash Management 
and FX

2025 Coalition Greenwich 
Leaders: Asian Corporate 
Banking, Cash Management 
and FX

2025 Coalition Greenwich 
Leaders: European Corpo-
rate Banking, Cash Manage-
ment and FX

2025 Coalition Greenwich 
Leaders: U.S. Corporate 
Banking, Cash Management 
and FX

2025 Coalition Greenwich 
Leaders: U.K. Commercial 
Banking

About Crisil Coalition 
Greenwich

Crisil Coalition Green-
wich is a leading provider 
of strategic benchmarking, 
analytics and insights to the 
financial services industry, 
and specializes in provid-
ing unique, high-value and 
actionable information to 
help clients measure and 
drive their business perfor-
mance.

For more information, 
visit CoalitionGreenwich.
Crisil.com

About Crisil
Crisil is a global, insights-

driven analytics company. 
Our extraordinary domain 
expertise and analytical 
rigour help clients make 
mission-critical decisions 
with confidence.

Large and highly respect-
ed firms partner with us for 
the most reliable opinions 
on risk in India, and for un-
covering powerful insights 
and turning risks into op-
portunities globally. We are 
integral to multiplying their 
opportunities and success.

Headquartered in India, 
Crisil is majority owned by 
S&P Global.

Founded in 1987 as India’s 
first credit rating agency, 
our expertise today extends 
across businesses: Crisil 
Ratings, Crisil Intelligence, 
Crisil Coalition Greenwich 
and Crisil Integral IQ.

Our globally diverse work-
force operates in the Ameri-
cas, Asia-Pacific, Europe, 
Australia and the Middle 
East, setting the standards 
by which industries are 
measured.

For more information, 
visit www.Crisil.com

Connect with us: LinkedIn 
| Twitter

Crisil Privacy Notice
Crisil respects your priva-

cy. We may use your contact 
information, such as your 
name, address, and email 
id to fulfil your request and 
service your account and to 
provide you with additional 
information from Crisil.

For further information, 
please click here.

Disclaimer
Crisil Ltd (Crisil) has taken 

due care and caution in pre-
paring this Report. Infor-
mation has been obtained 
by Crisil from sources it 
considers reliable.

Crisil Coalition Greenwich reveals 2025 Best 
Bank, Share Leader award winners

Gunnebo Entrance Control opens new 
offices in Gurgaon, Mumbai

Gunnebo Entrance Control 
has strengthened its presence 
in India with the opening of 
two new offices in Gurgaon 
and Mumbai.

As a global leader in physi-
cal security solutions, this 
strategic expansion highlights 
the company’s commitment to 
providing advanced security 
solutions tailored to the grow-
ing needs of the Indian market.

The new offices will house 
the operation functions of the 
company’s presence in India, 
with the ability to showcase 
innovative solutions for visi-
tors to discover the benefits 
of advanced single-person de-
tection in their access control 
strategies.

Says Chetanya Vali, Gun-
nebo Entrance Control Vice 
President - India: “Gunnebo 
Entrance Control is taking 
a significant step forward in 
India by bringing our exper-
tise closer to our customers. 
Our latest technologies are 
designed to create seamless, 
secure environments that fa-
cilitate effortless movement 
while ensuring the highest 
levels of protection.”

Thomas Porquet, Gunnebo 
Entrance Control Vice Presi-

dent of South APAC, added: 
“ “This expansion not only 
strengthens our foothold in 
India but also reinforces our 
commitment to innovation 
and service excellence. With 
these new offices, we aim to 
create deeper collaborations 
and drive advancements in 
the security landscape that 
can continue to make a differ-
ence.”

The two office openings 
with a growing workforce of 
over 70 employees spanning 
across the country, highlight 
Gunnebo Entrance Control’s 
dedication to shaping the 
future of secure access solu-
tions in India, reinforcing its 
position as a trusted partner 
in the industry.

Tina Hughan, Global Mar-
keting & Sustainability Direc-
tor commented: “Security is 
not just about technology - it’s 
about trust. As we expand in 
India, we are committed to 
delivering solutions from a 
dedicated team that enhance 
safety and supports sustain-
able, intelligent infrastructure 
for the future.”

The new office openings 
align with Gunnebo Entrance 
Control’s global strategy to 
enhance regional presence, 
improve customer support, 
and drive innovation. 

Alieus Hedge Fund seeks AIF 
registration in India

Alieus Hedge Fund , a 
rapidly growing global 
investment firm, has of-
ficially applied online for 
Alternative Investment 
Fund (AIF) registration 
in India on 24th Janu-
ary 2025. This strategic 
move aligns with the 
firm’s commitment to 
expanding its presence 
in key financial markets 
and providing innovative 
investment opportunities 
to Indian investors.

With a strong interna-
tional footprint, Alieus 
Hedge Fund has gar-
nered significant inter-
est from investors across 
India, the UK, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Mexico, and 
other regions. The ap-
plication for AIF regis-
tration marks a critical 
step in the fund’s journey 
to offer structured and 
compliant investment 
solutions under India’s 
regulatory framework.

“Our decision to apply 
for AIF registration in 
India reflects our con-
fidence in the country’s 
growing financial eco-
system,” said Ashish 

Jain, Founder & CEO of 
Alieus Hedge Fund. “We 
see tremendous poten-
tial in India’s investment 
landscape and are com-
mitted to bringing our 
global expertise to Indian 
investors through a well-
regulated and transpar-
ent fund structure.”

Alieus Hedge Fund has 
been actively engaging 
with investors through 
exclusive events in major 
financial hubs, includ-
ing Dubai, Thailand, 
Singapore, Azerbaijan, 
Mauritius, and beyond. 
The successful event in 
Prayagraj, India, further 
reaffirmed the growing 
interest in Alieus Fund’s 
investment strategies.

Upon approval, the AIF 
registration will enable 
Alieus Hedge Fund to 

offer diversified invest-
ment solutions, catering 
to high-net-worth indi-
viduals (HNIs), institu-
tional investors, and fam-
ily offices in India. The 
fund aims to leverage its 
deep market insights and 
data-driven strategies to 
generate consistent re-
turns while adhering to 
regulatory best practices.

About Alieus Hedge 
Fund:

Alieus Hedge Fund is 
a global investment firm 
specializing in hedge 
fund strategies, alterna-
tive investments, and 
wealth management. 
Focusing on innovation, 
transparency, and per-
formance, the firm has 
built a reputation for de-
livering strong returns to 
investors worldwide.
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Expressway and Sohna 
in Gurugram areas 
are set to witness the 

delivery of 41,000 housing 
units over the next three 
years from 2025 onwards, 
according to Square Yards.

Dwarka Expressway is 
alone likely to witness the 
delivery of over 25,000 units 
by major developers by 2027. 
During the same period, 
Sohna is expected to witness 
delivery of around 16,000 
units.

With the ongoing infra-
structure developments 
both - Dwarka Expressway 
and Sohna - are witness-
ing strong demand and are 
among the fastest growing 
micro-markets in the Delhi 
NCR region. These regions 
are also expected to witness 
new supplies matching the 
demand trend.

Dwarka Expressway is set 
for a steady flow of hous-
ing deliveries over the next 
three years. In 2025, around 
12,500 units will be handed 
over, followed by 5,500 units 

in 2026, and another 7,000 
units in 2027.

With these deliveries, the 
area is expected to continue 
its rise as one of Gurugram’s 
top real estate destinations, 
supported by ongoing in-
frastructure upgrades and 
growing demand from 
homebuyers.

Post-pandemic,  both 
micro-markets have seen a 
significant rise in real estate 
supply, fuelled by better in-
frastructure and increased 
developer interest. In the 
past three years, Dwarka 
Expressway has led the way, 
with over 10,000 units deliv-

ered each year.
On the other hand, Sohna 

has seen such a huge boost 
in supply since 2020 that it’s 
already surpassed the total 
number of units delivered in 
the entire decade before that, 
from 2010 to 2020.

Along the Dwarka Ex-
pressway, Signature Global 
has established a strong pres-
ence with key projects like 
‘Signature Global City’ and 
‘De-luxe DXP’ in Sector 37D, 
contributing significantly to 
the area’s new launches over 
the past four years.

Other major developers, 
such as Krisumi Corpora-

tion, Conscient One, Smart 
World Developers, and Sob-
ha Realty, have also played 
a vital role in driving the 
growth of the luxury resi-
dential segment, enhancing 
the region’s overall appeal.

In Sohna, developers such 
as Signature Global, Ganga 
Realty, and Central Park 
Group have strategically se-
cured key land parcels and 
are advancing with a variety 
of ongoing and upcoming 
projects. This underscores 
their confidence in the re-
gion’s strong growth poten-
tial and its promising future 
in the real estate market.

Pradeep Aggarwal, Found-
er & Chairman, Signature 
Global (India) Ltd., while 
commenting on the evolving 
real estate landscape in the 
region, said, “With a steady 
flow of new housing proj-
ects set to be delivered, these 
regions are becoming key 
investment destinations, of-
fering tremendous opportu-
nities for both investors and 
homebuyers.”

He added, “With the mo-
mentum continuing, we 
can expect further growth 
and long-term value, mak-
ing these areas essential for 
anyone looking to capitalize 
on Gurugram’s real estate 
potential.”

Speaking about the re-
gion’s growth potential, 
Akash Khurana, President 
and CEO, Krisumi Corpora-
tion, said,” With significant 
infrastructure improve-
ments underway, the area is 
attracting growing demand 
from homebuyers and inves-
tors alike. This development 
is a testament to the area’s 
potential and its crucial role 
in shaping the future of the 
city’s real estate market.

41,000 homes to be delivered on 
Dwarka Expressway, Sohna in 3 years
Dwarka Expressway and Sohna in Gurugram are set to witness a major 
housing boom with 41,000 units to be delivered from 2025 onwards.
TBG NETWORK
new delhi
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Ashiyana: A Celestial Haven 
by Krish Kothari

Perched high above Mum-
bai’s bustling streets, over-
looking the serene waters 
of the Arabian Sea, Ashi-
yana redefines luxury 
living. Designed by KKD 
Studio, this penthouse on 
Nepean Sea Road, sprawl-
ing across 20,000 sq. ft., 
embodies the essence of a 
“villa in the sky,” seamless-
ly blending the vibrancy of 
the outdoors with an inti-
mate, personal sanctuary. 
A project deeply inspired 
by both its discerning cli-
ents and its breathtaking 
surroundings, Ashiyana 
is an architectural master-
piece that brings together 
grandeur and minimalism 
in perfect harmony.

With the city’s skyline 
as its canvas, Ashiyana is 
more than just a residence-
-it’s a retreat suspended in 
the sky, where the vast 
openness of the sea and 
the curated elegance of 
the interiors coexist ef-
fortlessly. The penthouse 
stands as a testament to 
meticulous craftsman-
ship, architectural finesse, 
and an uncompromising 
commitment to excellence.

In most high-end resi-
dences, achieving a bal-
ance between grandeur 
and minimalism is a deli-
cate task. In Krish Kothari 
case, however, the ap-
proach was different--in-
stead of choosing one over 
the other, he seamlessly 
integrated both philoso-
phies. 

TBG NETWORK
New Delhi
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Vipin Aggarwal, a seasoned 
investor and financial ex-
pert with over 30 years of 
experience in capital mar-
kets and private equity, 
underscores the transfor-
mative potential of innova-
tion hubs and startups in 
driving India’s economic 
progress. A steadfast advo-
cate of sustainable develop-
ment, Aggarwal envisions a 
future where green energy 
and disruptive technologies 
catalyze economic growth 
while addressing environ-
mental challenges.

India has long aspired to 
become a $10 trillion econ-
omy, and its economic suc-
cess hinges on the growth 
of multiple sectors. In the 
coming years, green ener-
gy, technology, and startups 
are poised to play a pivotal 
role in achieving this ambi-
tious goal.

India’s Green En-
ergy Vision
India’s commitment to de-
riving 50% of its electricity 
from non-fossil sources by 
2030 is a bold step toward 
a sustainable energy future. 
The nation currently ranks:

l 4th globally in renew-
able energy installed capac-
ity.
l 4th in wind power ca-

pacity.
l 5th in solar power ca-

pacity.
With approximately 300 

sunny days annually, India 
has the potential to gener-
ate 5,000 billion units of 
electricity per year from 
solar energy. The solar sec-
tor alone has grown at a 
compound annual growth 
rate (CAGR) of 36.5% over 
the past 11 years, driven by 
supportive government 
policies and robust invest-

ments.
The clean energy sector-

-encompassing solar, wind, 
green hydrogen, electric 
vehicles (EVs), and battery 
energy storage systems 
(BESS)--has seen signifi-
cant investment activity:
l  Residential Rooftop 

Solar: Over $2 billion 
raised since 2015.
l  Companies like Inox 

Wind and Suzlon Energy: 
Secured substantial fund-
ing.
l Green Hydrogen Proj-

ects: Initiatives like Hy-
genco and Ayana Renew-
able Power are attracting 
large-scale investments.
l EV Startups: Ola Elec-

tric and Ather Energy have 

collectively raised $550 
million.
l  BESS Investments: 

Amount to $9 to $10 billion 
annually.

Indian startups, integral 
to the nation’s innovation 
landscape, are poised to 
make a substantial eco-
nomic impact. A Confed-
eration of Indian Industry 
(CII) report projects that 
by FY 2029-30, startups 
will contribute $1 trillion 
to India’s GDP and create 
50 million new jobs. The 
same report anticipates 
the emergence of 300 new 
unicorns--startups valued 
at $1 billion or more--by 
2035. This vibrant eco-
system positions India as a 
global leader in entrepre-
neurship and innovation.

Aggarwal has played a 
pivotal role in fostering 
this ecosystem, support-
ing over 25 groundbreak-
ing startups across diverse 
industries. Among these 
are Indlaw.com, now part 
of Thomson Reuters, and 
Icraonline.com, a Moody’s 
venture. His involvement 
with Zamil Renewable 
Energy, a large-scale solar 
power initiative in Guja-
rat, exemplifies his belief 

in sustainable energy as a 
cornerstone of economic 
progress. Aggarwal’s in-
vestments consistently 
bridge financial expertise 
with industrial innova-
tion, delivering solutions 
that are both profitable and 
sustainable.

In his TEDx Sukhna 
Lake talk, Aggarwal de-
scribed climate change as 
one of the greatest busi-
ness opportunities for 
entrepreneurs. He high-
lighted the potential for in-
novation to address global 
environmental challenges. 
A notable example of his 
vision is his investment 
in a startup that converts 
PET bottles into fiber. 
Under his guidance, the 
company achieved a mar-
ket capitalization of $2 bil-
lion within just nine years, 
showcasing the immense 
possibilities of green en-
trepreneurship.

Government initiatives 
like the Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) Scheme, 
with an outlay of Rs1.97 
lakh crore (over $24 bil-
lion), focus on 14 sectors to 
enhance manufacturing, 
foster technological ad-
vancements, and elevate 

India’s global position.
This aligns with the 

Atma Nirbhar Bharat vi-
sion, driving investments 
in renewable energy and 
advanced technologies 
through incentives for 
solar modules, EV com-
ponents, and green hy-
drogen.

Similarly, Startup India 
has eased compliance, pro-
vided tax exemptions, and 
funding support for en-
trepreneurs. Schemes like 
FAME and the National 
Green Hydrogen Mission 
have further strengthened 
private sector investments, 
creating a thriving innova-
tion ecosystem.

India’s economic success 
is intertwined with its abil-
ity to harness the potential 
of green energy and start-
ups. By fostering a support-
ive ecosystem, the govern-
ment and private sector 
can unlock unprecedented 
growth opportunities. As 
India marches toward its 
$10 trillion economy goal, 
the combined efforts of in-
novation, sustainability, 
and entrepreneurship will 
shape a prosperous and en-
vironmentally responsible 
future.

A fifth of Indian households 
are now linked to the stock 
markets, as the total mar-
ket capitalisation of Indian 
companies has grown six 
times over the last decade, 
says a report by National 
Stock Exchange.

The report highlighted 
that the number of accounts 
linked to stock market in-
vestments has crossed 21 
crore, with over 18 crore 
demat accounts. Notably, 
the last two crore inves-
tors joined in just over five 
months for each crore. The 
year 2024 alone saw 2.32 
crore new investors, the 
highest ever in a single year.

It said “A fifth of Indian 
households have a link to 
the markets, today, as the 
market capitalisation of 
Indian companies has in-
creased 6x in this period”.

The report also high-
lighted significant wealth 
creation for Indian house-
holds through stock market 
investments. It stated that 
the household wealth in In-
dian equities has increased 

by over Rs 40 lakh crore 
in the last five years and 
by over Rs 28 lakh crore in 
the last three years. In 2024 
alone, household investors 
saw a wealth gain of Rs 13.2 
lakh crore.

The wealth estimation is 
based on the annual change 
in individual holdings in 
NSE-listed companies, both 
through direct stock invest-
ments and mutual funds.

NSE said “the household 
wealth in Indian equities 
has increased by over Rs 
40 lakh crore in the last 
five years, and over Rs 28 
lakh crore in the last three 
years”.

The report assumed that 
individuals hold the same 
proportion of mutual fund 
investments as they do in 
equity assets under manage-
ment (AUM).

Despite market ups and 
downs, Indian investors 
continue to show confidence 
in stock markets. NSE stated 
that as of September 2024, 
individual investors directly 
and indirectly own 17.6 per 
cent of the Indian stock mar-
ket, a significant jump from 
previous years.

Every 5th home 
linked with stock 
market: NSE

The Indian stock 
market soared on 
Tuesday, closing 

sharply higher as Sensex 
surged 1,397.07 points to 
end at 78,583.81, while Nif-
ty jumped 378.20 points to 
close at 23,739.25.

Investor sentiment im-
proved significantly, with 39 
Nifty stocks advancing and 
12 declining. Among the top 
gainers in the Nifty 50 were 
Shriram Finance, Larsen & 
Toubro (LT), Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited (BEL), In-
dusInd Bank, and Adani 
Ports. On the other hand, 
Trent, ITC Hotels, Britannia, 
Hero MotoCorp, and Nestle 
India were the top laggards.

Vinod Nair, Head of Re-
search at Geojit Financial 
Services, attributed the 
sharp rally to improving 
global market sentiment.

He said, “Yesterday, the 
Indian market struggled to 
absorb the optimism gener-

ated by the good union bud-
get due to heightened geopo-
litical risks stemming from 
‘Trump tariff war’. However, 
India could outperform in a 
weak global market, and as a 
rebound has been triggered 
in the global sentiment, it 
has fuelled a sharp surge in 
domestic equities.”

“While overall market 
sentiment remains positive, 

large-cap stocks are the pre-
ferred choice. Meanwhile, 
banking stocks are rallying 
in anticipation of a rate cut 
in this week’s RBI policy, the 
new governor’s first meet,” 
he explained.

Despite the stock market’s 
strong performance, con-
cerns remain over macro-
economic factors. The Indian 
rupee hits a low of 87.15, rais-

ing concerns about inflation 
and economic stability.

Meanwhile, foreign insti-
tutional investors (FIIs) have 
been selling heavily, offload-
ing Rs5,285 crore worth of 
equities in the cash segment 
over the last three sessions. 
In contrast, domestic in-
stitutional investors (DIIs) 
bought shares worth Rs3,532 
crore.

According to VLA Ambala, 
SEBI-registered Research 
Analyst and Co-Founder 
of Stock Market Today, ris-
ing crude oil prices and 
continued FII selling could 
impact India’s GDP growth 
and manufacturing sector. 
However, she advised long-
term investors to focus on 
fundamentally strong com-
panies with profitable Q2 
and Q3 results.

She said, “The continuous 
selling of FIIs due to mac-
roeconomic factors could 
slow India’s GDP growth as 
inflation might rise, directly 
impacting manufacturing in-
dustries by increasing fixed 
costs.”

Despite global uncertain-
ties and currency concerns, 
the Indian stock market 
remains resilient. With im-
proving investor sentiment, 
a possible RBI rate cut on 
Friday, and a focus on large-
cap stocks, the momentum 
could continue in the up-
coming sessions. 

Sensex soars 1397 point, Nifty above 
23,730 as US pauses tariffs

TDG Network
NEW DELHI

Dwarka Expressway and 
Sohna in Gurugram areas 
are set to witness the deliv-
ery of 41,000 housing units 
over the next three years 
from 2025 onwards, accord-
ing to Square Yards.

Dwarka Expressway is 
alone likely to witness the 
delivery of over 25,000 
units by major developers 
by 2027. During the same 
period, Sohna is expected to 
witness delivery of around 
16,000 units.

With the ongoing infra-
structure developments 
both - Dwarka Expressway 
and Sohna - are witness-
ing strong demand and are 
among the fastest growing 
micro-markets in the Delhi 
NCR region. These regions 
are also expected to witness 
new supplies matching the 
demand trend.

Dwarka Expressway is set 
for a steady flow of hous-
ing deliveries over the next 
three years. In 2025, around 
12,500 units will be handed 
over, followed by 5,500 
units in 2026, and another 

7,000 units in 2027.
With these deliveries, the 

area is expected to continue 
its rise as one of Gurugram’s 
top real estate destinations, 
supported by ongoing in-
frastructure upgrades and 
growing demand from 
homebuyers.

Post-pandemic, both 
micro-markets have seen a 
significant rise in real estate 
supply, fuelled by better in-
frastructure and increased 
developer interest. In the 
past three years, Dwarka 
Expressway has led the way, 
with over 10,000 units de-
livered each year.

On the other hand, Sohna 
has seen such a huge boost 
in supply since 2020 that it’s 
already surpassed the total 
number of units delivered 
in the entire decade before 
that, from 2010 to 2020.

Along the Dwarka Ex-
pressway, Signature Global 
has established a strong 

presence with key projects 
like ‘Signature Global City’ 
and ‘De-luxe DXP’ in Sec-
tor 37D, contributing sig-
nificantly to the area’s new 
launches over the past four 
years.

Other major developers, 
such as Krisumi Corpora-
tion, Conscient One, Smart 
World Developers, and Sob-
ha Realty, have also played 
a vital role in driving the 
growth of the luxury resi-
dential segment, enhancing 
the region’s overall appeal.

In Sohna, developers 
such as Signature Global, 
Ganga Realty, and Central 
Park Group have strate-
gically secured key land 
parcels and are advancing 
with a variety of ongoing 
and upcoming projects. 
This underscores their 
confidence in the region’s 
strong growth potential 
and its promising future 
in the real estate market.

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Tuesday 
said that the Prime Min-
ister Internship Scheme 
announced last year was 
not meant to provide jobs, 
instead it was to provide ex-
posure and skill to the youth 
to make them job ready.

“The intent of the program 
itself is not to provide job, 
but to provide an exposure, 
and through the intern-
ship, and kind of aware-
ness of what is there in the 
market for which they have 
to be trained,” the finance 
minister told Rajya Sabha, 
responding to a question 
during the Question Hour.

She clarified and said that 
internship is different from 
employment, and explained 
the details of PM internship 
scheme.

She asserted that the gov-
ernment wanted to allow 

youth to get an internship 
or exposure in the top 500 
companies.

“With the exposure and 
the internship having been 
completed, they would be 
better placed to seek jobs,” 
she added.

In the budget of July 2024, 
the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment has announced 
five different kinds of ap-
proaches for a Viksit Bharat. 
Among those was measures 
for promotion of manufac-

turing and services through 
internship.

The government an-
nounced launching a com-
prehensive scheme for 
providing internship op-
portunities in 500 top com-
panies to 1 crore youth over 
5 years.

They will gain exposure 
for 12 months to real-life 
business environments, 
varied professions and em-
ployment opportunities.

An internship allowance 
of Rs 5,000 per month 
along with a one-time as-
sistance of Rs 6,000 are 
being provided. Companies 
will be expected to bear the 
training cost and 10 per cent 
of the internship cost from 
their CSR funds.

The internship pro-
gramme was meant for peo-
ple who, till then, couldn’t 
find an opportunity because 
either they were not skilled 
enough, or they were not 
trained enough.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) may start using the 
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) 
more as a regulatory inter-
vention tool rather than just 
a liquidity management tool 
in the future, according to a 
report by the State Bank of 
India (SBI).

The report highlighted the 
urgent need for the central 
bank to revisit its existing li-
quidity management frame-
work.

It said “The RBI could look 
into using CRR more as a 
regulatory intervention tool 
/ countercyclical liquidity 
buffer rather than as a liquid-
ity tool in future. There is an 
urgent need to revisit the ex-
isting liquidity management 
framework by RBI”

Currently, the RBI uses 
various measures to man-

age liquidity in the banking 
system, such as Open Market 
Operations (OMO), CRR, and 
the repo rate.

However, the report sug-
gests that the CRR should 
be seen as a countercyclical li-
quidity buffer rather than a li-
quidity adjustment tool. This 
means the central bank could 
use CRR to control liquidity 
in the economy depending on 
the financial situation, rather 

than adjusting it frequently to 
manage day-to-day liquidity 
needs.

The report also suggested 
that the RBI should replace 
the Weighted Average Call 
Rate (WACR) as the main 
policy rate. WACR is the 
interest rate at which banks 
borrow and lend money in the 
overnight market.

However, SBI believes that 
WACR does not fully serve its 

purpose as a policy tool and 
should be reviewed.

According to the report, the 
ownership of government se-
curities (G-Secs) is expected to 
remain unchanged in FY26. 
However, there could still be 
an OMO gap of around Rs 1.7 
trillion.  This indicates that the 
RBI might need to introduce 
more liquidity measures on 
a sustained basis to ensure 
smooth functioning of the 
banking system.

The report also predicts that 
the RBI may cut the repo rate 
by 25 basis points in its Febru-
ary 2025 policy meeting. Over 

the entire rate cut cycle, the 
reduction could be at least 75 
basis points.

It stated that in the first 
phase the RBI is expected 
to cut the repo rate twice in 
succession in February and 
April 2025. Then there could 
be a break in June 2025 and 
the second round of rate cuts 
may begin in October 2025.

The SBI report suggests 
that the RBI could revamp 
its liquidity management 
approach, shift CRR’s role to 
a regulatory tool, and make 
changes to its policy rate 
framework. 

41,000 housing units to 
be delivered on Dwarka 
Expressway 

PM Internship Scheme not meant 
for jobs: FM replies in Parliament

RBI may use CRR as a regulatory 
intervention tool: SBI 
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  Despite strong market gains, macroeconomic concerns persist as the rupee drops to 
87.15, raising inflation and stability fears.
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KEY POINTS

n � Market rally: Sensex 
surged 1,397 points to 
78,583.81, Nifty gained 378 
points to 23,739.25.
n � Top movers: Gainers – 

Shriram Finance, L&T, 
BEL; Laggards – Trent, ITC 
Hotels, Britannia.
n � Key drivers: Global senti-

ment boost, RBI rate cut 
hopes, but FII outflows and 
weak rupee raise concerns.
n � Expert take: Focus on 

strong stocks amid volatil-
ity; market momentum 

By 2027, Dwarka Expressway will 
see over 25,000 unit deliveries, while 

Sohna expects around 16,000.

The report also predicts that the RBI may 
cut the repo rate by 25 basis points in its 

February 2025 policy meeting. Over 
the entire rate cut cycle, the reduction 

could be at least 75 basis points.



t h e  b us i n e s s  gua r d i a n
w e d n e s day  |  05  f e b rua ry  2 0 2 5

n ew  d e l h iwww.businessguardian.in 5mind matters

Prison reform is a vital 
aspect of any justice 
system, as it seeks to 

uphold the dignity and hu-
manity of individuals within 
the penal system. Justice V.R. 
Krishna Iyer aptly remarked, 
“Every prisoner is a person, 
and personhood holds the 
human potential which, if 
unfolded, makes a robber 
a Valmiki and a sinner a 
saint.” In India, the prin-
ciples of reformation, reha-
bilitation, and reintegration 
(3Rs) form the foundation of 
prison management. These 
efforts aim to provide spiri-
tual, moral, vocational, and 
educational development to 
inmates, enabling their rein-
tegration into society as law-
abiding citizens. The Indian 
Jail Committee of 1919–20 
first recognized the impor-
tance of reformation and 
rehabilitation, while Justice 
Krishna Iyer’s 1987 commit-
tee emphasized the urgent 
need for gender-sensitive 
approaches, particularly for 
women prisoners.

The condition of women 
prisoners in India contin-
ues to be a pressing concern. 
As per the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB), 
women comprised 23,772 of 
the total 573,220 prisoners as 
of December 31, 2022. Over-
crowding remains a critical 

issue, with women’s prisons 
operating at 60.1% capacity, 
and certain states like Utta-
rakhand, Bihar, and Uttar 
Pradesh exceeding 100%. 
Additionally, 1,537 women 
prisoners live with 1,764 
children, complicating the 
challenges further. Most 
female prisoners fall within 
the 30–50 age group, fol-
lowed by younger women 
aged 18–30. The National 
Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
recommends the early re-
lease of pregnant women, 
those with dependent chil-
dren, and those who are ill. 
However, poor implementa-
tion raises questions about 
the actual beneficiaries of 
these provisions.

The North-East faces 
unique challenges in prison 
reform. Limited infrastruc-
ture and inadequate rehabil-
itation facilities for women 
prisoners exacerbate the 
issues. Only Mizoram and 
Tripura have dedicated 
women’s jails, and many 
prisons fail to meet even 
basic needs. Reports sug-
gest that due to the lack of 
gender-neutral laws in the 
Assam Jail Manual, women 
prisoners are denied es-
sential provisions such as 
special diets for pregnant 
lady and sanitary napkins. 
The treatment of women 
inmates is often inhumane, 
leaving them vulnerable to 
mental and sexual abuse. 
Furthermore, anxiety and 
mental health issues among 
women prisoners are preva-
lent, but due to insufficient 
staff and resources, these 
problems frequently go un-
treated. Another point to 
high light here is that The 
Mental Health Act, 2017 had 

definition for mental illness 
but it has failed to define and 
includes anxiety in it.

Gender sensitivity in pris-
on management is critical 
to addressing these issues. 
The Model Prison Manual 
2016 provides guidelines 
such as appointing a lady 
DIG to oversee women’s 
prisons and ensuring the 
provision of sanitary nap-
kins. However, the lack of 
implementation remains a 
significant hurdle. Reform-
ing prison systems requires 
training custodial staff to 
handle inmates humanely 
and effectively. Moreover, 
Assam’s Jail Manual should 
be amended to incorporate 
gender-neutral language 
and provisions to support 
the reformation of women 

prisoners.
Globally, there is growing 

recognition of prisoners’ 
rights and the importance of 
alternatives to incarceration. 
The United Nations’ Tokyo 
Rules emphasize that im-
prisonment should be a last 
resort, advocating non-cus-
todial measures like fines, 
probation, and community 
service. Open-air prisons 
in India, such as Rajast-
han’s Sanganer and Pune’s 
Yerawada for women, offer 
a rehabilitative approach. 
However, only four out of 
India’s 63 open-air prisons 
accommodate women. Ex-
panding these facilities for 
female inmates, particularly 
pregnant women and moth-
ers, is essential.

Programs like the Swadhar 

Greh Scheme provide a glim-
mer of hope. This initiative, 
implemented by the Min-
istry of Women and Child 
Development, offers shelter, 
food, legal aid, and counsel-
ing to women in distress, in-
cluding those released from 
prison. The 90:10 funding 
ratio between the central 
and state governments in 
the North-East reflects the 
region’s specific needs. Ad-
ditionally, the Probation of 
Offenders Act, 1958, allows 
courts to release offenders 
under certain conditions, 
promoting rehabilitation. 
However, its uneven appli-
cation across states under-
scores the need for better 
coordination between judi-
cial and correctional institu-
tions.

The Repatriation of Pris-
oners Act, 2003, enables 
foreign prisoners to serve 
their sentences in their home 
countries. This legislation is 
particularly beneficial for 
convicted foreign women 
prisoners and can also help 
reduce overcrowding in 
Indian jails. Similarly, com-
munity-based sentences, 
parole, and furlough can be 
implemented more widely to 
alleviate overcrowding while 

supporting inmates’ reinte-
gration into society.

Addressing these issues 
requires immediate and 
focused action. Building 
additional women-specific 
prison facilities, improving 
existing ones, and ensuring 
the proper implementation 
of the Model Prisons Act, 
2023, are crucial steps. En-
gaging local communities 
and tribal councils can help 
develop culturally appropri-
ate rehabilitation programs. 
Increased funding and staff 
training are also vital for 
enhancing the efficiency of 
the system and ensuring hu-
mane treatment for inmates.

Prison reform is not merely 
a legal obligation but a moral 
duty. By prioritizing refor-
mation, rehabilitation, and 
reintegration, India can en-
sure that its prison system 
offers a second chance to 
those incarcerated. Address-
ing the unique challenges 
faced by women prisoners 
and the North-East will cre-
ate a fairer, more equitable 
system that benefits society 
as a whole.
Dr. Pyali Chatterjee is HOD & 
Assistant Professor, Faculty of 
Law at ICFAI University, Rai-
pur, Chhattisgarh, India

In a landmark judgment 
dated 31st January 2025, 
the Supreme Court of 
India acquitted Karan 
Singh, who had been 
convicted under Sec-
tions 304B and 498A of 
the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) for dowry death 
and cruelty. This ruling, 
which overturned both 
the trial court and High 
Court decisions, raises 
critical questions about 
judicial accountability 

and the effectiveness of 
State Judicial Academies 
in training judges to han-
dle sensitive cases.

Case Background
Karan Singh’s marriage 
took place in 1996, and 
two years later, in 1998, 
his wife tragically com-
mitted suicide. Medical 
records confirmed the 
cause of death as asphyx-
ia due to hanging. Fol-
lowing this, allegations 
of dowry harassment 
were levelled against 
Karan Singh and his 
family, leading to legal 
proceedings under Sec-
tions 304B and 498A of 
the IPC.

During the trial, Karan 
Singh’s parents were ac-
quitted, but he was con-
victed in 2002 and sen-
tenced to seven years of 
imprisonment. This con-

viction was upheld by 
the High Court in 2010. 
However, after spending 
over two decades fight-
ing a flawed prosecution, 
the Supreme Court final-
ly overturned his convic-
tion in 2025.

Supreme Court’s 
Observations
The Supreme Court 
meticulously examined 
the case, highlighting 
contradictions in the al-
legations, improper le-
gal presumptions, and 
gaps in evidence. The 
apex court’s remarks—
”It is for the State Judi-
cial Academies to step 
in. Perhaps this is a 
case of moral convic-
tion rather than legal 
reasoning” - emphasize 
the urgent need for im-
proved judicial training. 
This acknowledgment 
sheds light on how low-
er courts often operate 
under societal pressure 
rather than strict adher-
ence to legal principles.
Judicial Over-
reach and Train-
ing Gaps
This case exemplifies 
how deficiencies in judi-
cial training at the lower 

court level can lead to 
miscarriages of justice. 
Judges in lower courts 
frequently encounter 
complex cases involving 

nuanced legal interpre-
tations. However, their 
decisions sometimes 
reflect societal biases 
rather than objective le-

gal assessment, leading 
to wrongful convictions.

The role of State Judi-
cial Academies is crucial 
in addressing these con-

cerns. These institutions 
must ensure that judicial 
officers are adequately 
trained to distinguish 
between moral persua-
sion and legal reasoning. 
A well-structured train-
ing framework should 
incorporate:

Comprehensive Le-
gal Education: Regu-
lar workshops and re-
fresher courses focusing 
on legal interpretation, 
evidence evaluation, and 
procedural fairness.

Sensitivity Training: 
Special emphasis on 
handling cases related 
to dowry deaths, domes-
tic violence, and other 
gender-sensitive matters 
with impartiality.

Case Law Review Ses-
sions: Encouraging judg-
es to analyse landmark 
Supreme Court judg-
ments to understand 
evolving legal principles.

Monitoring and Ac-
countability: Estab-
lishing mechanisms to 
review lower court judg-
ments and assess judicial 
performance periodi-
cally.

Impact and the 
Way Forward

The Supreme Court’s 
ruling in Karan Singh’s 
case is not merely an ac-
quittal; it is a reflection 
of the larger systemic is-
sue plaguing the lower 
judiciary. The prolonged 
legal battle endured by 
the accused underscores 
the devastating impact of 
flawed judicial reason-
ing. It is imperative that 
State Judicial Academies 
take proactive measures 
to bridge the knowledge 
gaps among judges, en-
suring that future ver-
dicts are grounded in le-
gal precision rather than 
societal influences.

Strengthening judi-
cial training at the lower 
court level will ultimate-
ly uphold the integrity of 
the judicial system and 
prevent miscarriages 
of justice. The case of 
Karan Singh serves as a 
stark reminder that an 
efficient judiciary is not 
merely about deliver-
ing judgments but about 
ensuring that justice is 
truly served.

The author is Assistant 
Professor at HLM Group of 
Institutions, Ghaziabad. 

Judicial overreach and training deficiencies: The urgent need 
for reform in lower courts

Campaigning for the Delhi Elections has ended 
and the capital city will go to vote on 5th February.  
One interesting take away from the campaign was 
the Citizens’ Voice. While covering the campaign 
I spoke to a cross section of voters. Those in the 
slums and lower income groups appreciated the 
various bouquets of welfare schemes that were 
being promised by each political party in the fray. 
However in South Delhi, while talking to a group of 
professionals and salaried class voters, the refrain 
was unanimous. In fact one voter identified him-
self as the Taxpayer who pays for all the freebies 
promised by the politicians. That was the mood of 
the entire group, a sense of outrage that instead of 
delivering on development and jobs, the politicians 
are resorting to the band aid of handouts and that 
too with the other hand in the taxpayer’s pocket. 
Those who are hurt the most belong to the salaried 
class and the middle class

To an extent Nirmala Sitharaman the finance 
minister has tried to assuage the middle class with 
the budget. But, as the joke goes, you have cut in-
come tax. Now, how about giving us some income? 
The demand for jobs and unemployment is still 
there and none of the government schemes seem 
to have made much headway including the intern-
ship scheme. Lay-offs rather than recruitment slips 

are being handed out. This is a problem not just 
for the next government of Delhi but for each and 
every government that rules our states as well as 
the government at the centre. 

Apart from that, who has the edge in Delhi? Well 
it did seem that initially the Aam Admi Party was 
ahead with a huge margin between it and the BJP 
with the COngress being reduced to the role of a 
spoiler. But of late the BJP seems to be catching up 
and there is a real fight for the next chief minister-
ship of Delhi. The BJP waited for the AAP cam-
paign to peak before it unleashed its manifesto and 
stepped up its rallies and public meetings. Before 
that, as many as 27 leaders had been deployed 
throughout the city, ranging from stalwarts like 
Dharmendra Pradhan, Anurag Thakur etc with 
the Delhi incharge Jay Panda overseeing the op-
eration under the aegis of Amit Shah himself. The 
reach out has been comprehensive, and the BJP 
does seem to have closed the gap substantially. Will 
it be enough to wrest the capital city away from the 
Aam Admi Party ? The answer to that lies with the 
voter. The rest of us will know on 8th February 
which is counting day.

Priya Sahgal

THE DELHI ELECTION 
ROUND-UP

opinion
Dr. Pyali Chatterjee

opinion
Pragati Solanki

THE FORGOTTEN INMATES: GENDER-SENSITIVE 
PRISON REFORM IN NORTH-EAST INDIA

The role of State Judicial Academies is crucial in 
addressing these concerns. These institutions must ensure 
that judicial officers are adequately trained to distinguish 

between moral persuasion and legal reasoning. A well-
structured training framework should incorporate:
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India's journey in com-
bating cancer is akin to 
a river carving its path 

through diverse terrains—
navigating ancient tradi-
tions, embracing modern 
innovations, and integrating 
global advancements. This 
odyssey reflects a nation's 
resilience and adaptability 
in the face of a formidable 
adversary.

The earliest documented 
cases of cancer in India date 
back to the 17th century. 
Between 1860 and 1910, 
several audits and cancer 
case series were published 
by Indian medical practi-
tioners, marking the initial 
recognition of the disease 
within the subcontinent. 
A landmark study by Nath 
and Grewal, utilizing autop-
sy, pathology, and clinical 
data between 1917 and 1932, 
confirmed that cancer was 
a common cause of death 
among middle-aged and el-
derly Indians.

In 1941, the Tata Memorial 
Hospital was established in 
Mumbai by the Sir Dorabji 
Tata Trust, serving as a cor-
nerstone for cancer treat-
ment and research in India. 
This institution laid the 
foundation for systematic 
cancer care and research, 
evolving into the Tata Me-
morial Centre (TMC) in 
1966, which now encom-
passes multiple centers 
across the country.

As the global understand-
ing of cancer expanded, In-
dia actively integrated West-
ern medical practices into 
its healthcare system. The 
adoption of radiotherapy in 
the mid-1920s marked a sig-
nificant milestone, with ra-
dium brachytherapy being 
utilized for treatment. This 
method continued for over 
six decades, highlighting 
India's early commitment to 
embracing advanced medi-

cal technologies.
Chemotherapy and ra-

diation therapy became 
integral components of 
cancer treatment protocols, 
reflecting a blend of im-
ported methodologies and 
indigenous practices. The 
establishment of the Na-
tional Cancer Institute Act 
in 1937 in the United States 
influenced India's approach 
to cancer research and treat-
ment, fostering internation-
al collaboration.

Pioneering 
Indigenous 
Solutions
In recent years, India has 
made significant strides in 
developing homegrown so-
lutions to combat cancer. A 
landmark achievement was 

the approval of NexCAR19 
in October 2023, India's 
first indigenous CAR T-cell 
therapy. Developed through 
a collaboration between In-
dian researchers and the 
National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) in the United States, 
NexCAR19 offers a cost-ef-
fective and accessible treat-
ment option for patients 
with certain types of blood 
cancers.

Radiotherapy technol-
ogy has also seen sub-
stantial advancements. 
The introduction of the 
Halcyon radiotherapy 
system, for instance, has 
enhanced the precision 
and efficiency of cancer 
treatments in India. This 
system allows for rapid 
imaging and treatment de-

livery, improving patient 
comfort and outcomes.

Government 
Initiatives
Recognizing the grow-
ing burden of cancer, the 
Government of India has 
implemented several initia-
tives to bolster healthcare 
infrastructure. Under the 
National Programme for 
Prevention and Control 
of Cancer, Diabetes, Car-
diovascular Disease, and 
Stroke, substantial invest-
ments have been made to 
establish state-level cancer 
centers and upgrade medi-
cal colleges with oncology 
departments. These efforts 
aim to enhance accessibility 
and quality of cancer care 
across the nation.

On this World Cancer Day, 
as communities worldwide 
unite to raise awareness 
and promote understand-
ing, it's crucial to address 
and dispel common myths 
surrounding cancer. Mis-
information can lead to 
fear, stigma, and hinder 
effective prevention and 
treatment efforts. 

Myth 1: Cancer is a 
Death Sentence
Ma ny  p e o p l e  b e l i eve 
that a cancer diagnosis 
equates to an inevitable 
fatal outcome. However, 
advancements in medical 
research, early detection, 
and improved treatments 
have significantly in-
creased survival rates for 
various cancers. For in-
stance, the five-year sur-
vival rate for breast can-
cer exceeds 90%, and for 
prostate cancer, it's over 
96%. Early detection and 
appropriate treatment are 
pivotal in improving out-
comes.

Myth 2: Cancer is 
Contagious
Cancer cannot be transmit-
ted from person to person 
through casual contact. 
While certain viruses and 
bacteria, such as human 
papillomavirus (HPV) 
and Helicobacter pylori, 
can increase the risk of 
developing specific types 
of cancer, the disease itself 

is not contagious. It's es-
sential to understand that 
supporting someone with 
cancer poses no risk to 
your own health.

Myth 3: Positive 
Thinking Alone Can 
Cure Cancer
Maintaining a positive at-
titude can improve quality 
of life and help individuals 
cope with the challenges of 
cancer treatment, but it is 
not a substitute for medi-
cal intervention. Relying 
solely on positive thinking 
without pursuing stan-
dard treatments can lead to 
disease progression. Com-
prehensive care involves 
a combination of medical 
treatments, psychological 
support, and healthy life-
style choices.

Myth 4: Sugar 
Feeds Cancer
While cancer cells con-
sume more glucose than 
normal cells, there is no 
conclusive evidence that 
eliminating sugar from 
your diet will prevent 
cancer growth. However, 
a balanced diet low in 
refined sugars contrib-
utes to overall health and 
helps maintain a healthy 
weight, which can reduce 
cancer risk. It's about 
moderation and making 
informed dietary choic-
es rather than complete 
elimination.

Myth 5: Using 
Antiperspirants 
or Deodorants 
Causes Breast 
Cancer

Concerns have been raised 
about chemicals in antiper-
spirants and deodorants, 
such as aluminum com-
pounds, being absorbed 
through the skin and caus-
ing breast cancer. How-
ever, there is no conclusive 
evidence linking the use 

of these products to breast 
cancer. It's always a good 
practice to stay informed 
and consult healthcare pro-
fessionals regarding per-
sonal care products.

Myth 6: 
Microwaving 
Food in Plastic 
Containers 
Releases Harmful, 
Cancer-Causing 
Substances
Using microwave-safe plas-
tic containers is generally 
considered safe. However, 
plastics not intended for 
microwave use can melt 
and potentially leak 
chemicals into food. 
To minimize any 
risk, use containers 
labeled as micro-
wave-safe and avoid 
microwaving mar-
garine tubs, takeout 

containers, or whipped top-
ping bowls.

Myth 7: Mobile 
Phones Cause 
Cancer
Current research indicates 
that the radiation emitted by 
mobile phones is too weak 
to cause DNA damage that 
leads to cancer. The Interna-

tional Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC) classifies 
radiofrequency electromag-
netic fields as possibly carci-
nogenic, but this classifica-
tion also includes substances 
like aloe vera and pickled 
vegetables. There is no con-
clusive evidence linking mo-
bile phone use to cancer.

Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra

India's progress in cancer 
research and treatment has 
been significantly influ-
enced by the contributions 
of several notable figures:
l Dr. Vasant Ramji Khanol-

kar (1895–1978): Known as 
the Father of Pathology 
in India, Dr. Khanolkar's 
pioneering research laid 
the foundation for cancer 
pathology in the country. 
His extensive studies on the 
epidemiology of cancer pro-
vided critical insights into 
the disease's prevalence and 
characteristics within the 
Indian population. Beyond 
cancer, his work encom-
passed leprosy, reproduc-
tive anatomy, and family 
planning, significantly in-
fluencing medical education 
and research in India.
l  Dr. Kamal Ranadive 

(1917–2001): A trailblazer in 
cancer research, Dr. Rana-
dive was renowned for her 
groundbreaking work on 
the links between cancers 
and viruses. In the 1960s, 
she established India's first 
tissue culture research labo-
ratory at the Indian Cancer 
Research Centre in Mum-
bai, facilitating advanced 
studies in cancer biology. As 
a founding member of the 
Indian Women Scientists' 
Association, she also cham-
pioned the cause of women 
in science.
l  Dr. Indraneel Mittra: 

Upon returning to India in 
1982, Dr. Mittra joined the 
Tata Memorial Centre as 
a consultant surgical on-
cologist. He is credited with 
inspiring a generation of 
clinicians towards critical 
thinking and scientific inqui-
ry, transforming the institu-
tion into a vibrant academic 
center. Dr. Mittra conducted 
a landmark randomized trial 
on breast and cervical cancer 
screening involving 150,000 
women, providing valuable 

data for cancer prevention 
strategies in low- and middle-
income countries.
l  D r.  S i d d h a r t h a 

Mukherjee: An Indian-
born American oncologist 
and writer, Dr. Mukherjee 
is celebrated for his Pulit-
zer Prize-winning book, 
"The Emperor  of  Al l 
Maladies: A Biography 
of Cancer." This seminal 
work offers a compre-
hensive history of cancer, 
blending scientific facts 
with personal narratives, 
and has significantly in-
fluenced public under-
standing of the disease.
l Dr. Nina Bhardwaj: Rec-

ognized for her lifetime 
contributions to cancer re-
search, particularly in the 
field of immunotherapy, 
Dr. Bhardwaj's work has 
focused on understanding 
the immune system's role 
in combating cancer, lead-
ing to innovative therapeu-
tic approaches. In 2022, 
she received the Lifetime 
Achievement in Cancer 
Research award from the 

American Association of 
Indian Scientists in Cancer 
Research.
l  Dr. Ashok Venkitaram-

an: Widely recognized for 
his contributions to under-
standing the genetics and bi-
ology of human cancer, Dr. 
Venkitaraman's research 
has elucidated how muta-
tions in the BRCA2 gene 
lead to genome instability 
and cancer development. 
These insights have provid-
ed a scientific foundation for 
new cancer therapies and 
enhanced our understand-
ing of carcinogenesis.
l  Dr. Kumaravel Soma-

sundaram: A professor 
at the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc), has sig-
nificantly advanced our 
understanding of glioblas-
toma, an aggressive form of 
brain cancer. His research 
focuses on the genetic and 
epigenetic alterations that 
drive cancer development, 
particularly in gliomas. By 
analyzing changes in DNA 
methylation, chromatin 
modifications, and non-
coding RNAs, his team 
aims to uncover novel 
therapeutic targets and 
biomarkers for early de-
tection. A notable discov-
ery from Dr. Somasunda-
ram's lab involves the role 
of fibromodulin (FMOD), 
a molecule secreted by dif-
ferentiated glioma cells. 
His research demonstrat-

ed that FMOD promotes 
tumor growth by inducing 
angiogenesis through inte-
grin-dependent Notch sig-
naling in endothelial cells. 
Targeting FMOD in mouse 
models inhibited tumor 
growth and improved sur-
vival, suggesting its poten-
tial as a therapeutic target 
in glioblastoma.
l Dr. Anil Suri: Leading 

the Cancer Research Pro-
gram at the National Insti-
tute of Immunology (NII) 
in New Delhi, discovered 
Sperm-Associated Antigen 
9 (SPAG9) in 1998. SPAG9 
is a novel tumor antigen 
expressed in various ma-
lignancies, including can-
cers of the reproductive 
tract and breast. This dis-
covery has paved the way 
for new diagnostic and 
therapeutic approaches.
Building on this discovery, 
Dr. Suri's team has devel-
oped a dendritic cell-based 
vaccine targeting SPAG9. 
Human clinical trials have 
been initiated in cervi-
cal cancer patients at the 
Cancer Institute (WIA) in 
Chennai. This innovative 
approach aims to harness 
the body's immune system 
to combat cancer cells ex-
pressing SPAG9, offering 
a promising avenue for 
immunotherapy.

Cancer Crusade

Tata Memorial Hospital, founded by Sir Dorabji Tata Trust in 1941, is one of Asia’s largest 

CAR-T cell therapy enhances a patient's white blood cells to target and destroy cancer, reintroduced after chemotherapy via 
IV infusion. Chemotherapy stops cancer cell growth and division. ensureias.com

Halcyon Radiation Therapy System was introduced in Eastern India on August 26, 2020. File

Dr. Kamal Ranadive (1917–
2001) was a pioneering 
cancer researcher known 
for her work on cancer-virus 
links. Wikipedia

Dr. Indraneel Mittra 
transformed Tata Memorial 
Centre in 1982 and led a 
major breast and cervical 
cancer screening trial for 
150,000 women. doerlife.
com

India’s journey 

Debunking Myths about Cancer

Notable Figures in Indian Cancer Research
Cancer treatment remains financially burdensome, with 1.6 million new cases and 800,000 deaths in India in 2023, rising further.

Dr. Vasant Ramji Khanolkar 
(1895–1978), the "Father 
of Pathology" in India, 
laid the foundation for 
cancer pathology research. 

Many people believe that a cancer diagnosis 
equates to an inevitable fatal outcome. However, 

advancements in medical research, early detection, 
and improved treatments have significantly 
increased survival rates for various cancers.
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Kamla Bai v High Court 
of Judicature at Allahabad 
observed and has disposed 
of the writ petition filed by a 
95-year-old petitioner seek-
ing directions for the Alla-
habad High Court to take up 
her second Appeal pending 
since 2013 and decide the 
matter at the earliest. 

The bench comprising of 
Justice J.B. Pardiwala and 
Justice R. Mahadevan was 
hearing the present matter.

The bench in the case di-
rected that the order passed 
in the present writ petition 
shall be treated as a rep-
resentation addressed to 
the Chief Justice of the Al-
lahabad High Court in re-
gards to matters pending for 
many decades in the High 
Court and pass an appropri-
ate order in this regard on its 
administrative side. 

The Supreme Court in the 
case acknowledged that the 
High Court has been strug-
gling to cope with the pend-
ing matters and the only 
way out is to take necessary 
steps at the earliest to fill 
up the vacancies by recom-
mending suitable persons 
on the basis of pure merit 
and ability.

The court noted that, ‘In 
last two months, this court 
have come across many 
writ petitions filed by the 
litigants whose proceed-
ings are pending before the 

High Court of Judicature 
at Allahabad past more 
than three decades seeking 
directions that the matter 
should be heard expedi-
tiously by the High Court. 
There being no doubt that 
the High Court of Allahabad 
is flooded with litigation. 
We are informed that each 
Hon’ble Judge in the High 
Court has with him or her 
around 15000 to 20000 
matters. The High Court 
has a sanctioned strength 
of 160 Judges but unfortu-
nately is working today with 
a strength of 84 Judges. The 
litigants are eagerly waiting 
for their matters be taken up 
and decided.

The court in the case stated 

that, ‘the only way out is to 
take necessary steps at the 
earliest in order to fill-up 
the vacancies recommend-
ing suitable persons on 
the basis of pure merit and 
ability. Let this petition be 
treated as a representation 
addressed to the Hon’ble 
the Chief Justice of the Al-
lahabad High Court. The 
Registry shall forward one 
copy of the Writ Petition 
along with this order to the 
Hon’ble the Chief Justice of 
the Allahabad High Court.  
Let the Hon’ble Chief Jus-
tice of the Allahabad High 
Court look into the matter 
and pass an appropriate 
order in this regard on its 
administrative side.’

The Supreme Court in the case 
CR Jaya Sukin v. The Secretary 
to the President and others 
observed and has dismissed a 
writ petition filed seeking di-
rections to recall Tamil Nadu 
Governor RN Ravi for walking 
out of the Tamil Nadu legisla-
tive Assembly without deliver-
ing the customary address.

The Petitioner in Person CR 
Jaya Sukin stated that, ‘He i.e., 
the governor has violated the 
entire constitution....he has in-
sulted the people of the entire 
Tamil Nadu.’

The petitioner also sought 
directions to the President of 

India to recall the Governor. 
The petitioner cited Article 

156 of the Constitution of In-
dia, as per which a Governor 
holds the post at the pleasure 
of the President.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice of India, CJI San-
jiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay 
Kumar was hearing the pres-
ent matter.

The bench in the case dis-
missed the petition, wherein 
the court noted that the am-
bit of prayers was outside the 
scope of the Court. 

The Chief Justice of India, 
CJI observed that, ‘This court 
cannot grant that prayer, we 
are also bound by the Consti-
tution ...petition is dismissed.’

The Supreme Court in 
the case Godrej Projects 
Development Limited 
Versus Anil Karlekar 
And Ors observed and 
has clarified that forfeit-
ing a reasonable earnest 
money deposit in a con-
tract does not constitute 
a penalty under Section 
74 of the Contract Act, 
1872.

The court in the case 
held that, ‘It can be seen 
that this Court has held 
that if the forfeiture of 
earnest money under a 
contract is reasonable, 
then it does not fall with-
in Section 74 of the In-
dian Contract Act, 1872, 
inasmuch as, such a for-
feiture does not amount 
to imposing a penalty.’

The bench comprising 
of Justice B.R. Gavai and 
Justice S.V.N. Bhatti was 
hearing the present mat-
ter.

In the present matter, 
the Respondents, as flat 

purchasers, challenged 
the Appellant builder’s 
forfeiture of 20% of the 
basic sale price as ear-
nest money following 
their cancellation of the 
flat booking.

The Appellants sup-
ported the forfeiture 
contending that the 
Apartment Buyer Agree-
ment, ABA explicitly al-
lowed forfeiture of 20% 
of BSP as earnest money 
in case of cancellation.

The respondent called 
the forfeiture of 20% 
as earnest money to be 
arbitrary and unfair de-
manding that the forfei-
ture should be limited to 
10%.

However, the National 
Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission, 
NCDRC ruled in favor 
of the respondents-flat 
purchasers allowing the 
builder to forfeit only 
10% of the Basic Sale 
Price, BSP as earnest 
money instead of 20% 
and directed the refund 
of the remaining amount 
with 6% interest per an-
num.

Assailing the decision 
of NCDRC’s, the builder 
appealed to the Supreme 
Court.

The judgement au-
thored by Justice Gavai 
ruled that the forfeiture 
of the 20% of the BSP 

as earnest money by the 
Appellant was excessive 
and arbitrary qualifying 
as a penalty under Sec-
tion 74 of the Contract 
Act against cancellation 
of the booking.

The court in the case 
justified the ruling of 
NCDRC’s ruling to al-
low the builder to forfeit 
only 10% of the BSP as 
earnest money terming 
such an amount to be 
just and fair not qualify-
ing as a penalty under 
Section 74 of the Con-
tract Act.

The court also empha-
sized that while earnest 
money can be forfeited 
as security for perfor-
mance, it should not be 
so excessive or punitive 
that it becomes a pen-
alty. Thus, if a forfeiture 
is deemed excessive, the 
Court has the power to 
reduce the amount.

The court referred to 
the case of Maula Bux 
v. Union of India and 
Satish Batra v. Sudhir 
Rawal to hold that for-

feiture of reasonable ear-
nest money could not be 
categorized as penalty.

The court upheld 10% 
forfeiture but removed 
interest on refunds.

The court while con-
sidering the facts and 
circumstances of the 
case noted that, ‘This 
court find that the NC-
DRC was not justified in 
awarding interest on the 
amount to be refunded 
by the Appellant.’

Accordingly, the court 
partly allowed the ap-
peal.

T h e  c o u n s e l ,  M r. 
Dhruv Mehta, Sr. Adv. 
Mr. Kapil Madan, Adv. 
Mr. Saurabh Gauba, 
Adv. Mr. Akshit Naru-
la, Adv. Mr. Shailendra 
Pratap Singh, Adv. Mr. 
Randhir Kumar Ojha, 
AOR Ms. Surabhi Ka-
pur, Adv. appeared for 
the Appellant(s).

The counsel, Mr. Ash-
wa r ya  S i n h a ,  AO R 
Mr. Aditya Malhotra, 
Adv. represented the 
Respondent(s).

The Supreme Court in 
the case Maja Daruwala 
v Union of India observed 
and has asked the Union 
Government about the 
purpose of keeping hun-
dreds of illegal Bangla-
deshi immigrants in de-
tention centres in India 
for an indefinite period, 
instead of deporting them 
to their native country.

The bench comprising 
of Justice JB Pardiwala 
and Justice R Mahadevan 
was hearing the present 
matter.

The bench in the case 
observed that if an il-

legal immigrant from 
Bangladesh has been ap-
prehended and convicted 
under the Foreigners Act, 
1946, then they should be 
immediately deported to 
their native country after 
their period of sentence.

The bench wondered if 
they should be kept for 
an indefinite period in 
detention centres or cor-
rectional homes in India.

The bench in the case 
noted that there are al-
most 850 illegal migrants 
who are detained in cor-
rectional homes and 
sought to know the exact 
present figures.

The bench asked the 
Union that, ‘How many 

illegal immigrants as on 
date are in various deten-
tion camps/correctional 
homes after being con-
victed and having under-
gone the entire sentence 
under the Foreigners 
Act?.’

The bench asked that, 
‘We would like to under-
stand from the respon-
dents that once an illegal 
immigrant from Bangla-
desh has been convicted 
for the alleged offence 
is it not established that 
he is not a citizen of In-
dia. What is the idea in 
keeping hundreds of 
such illegal immigrants 
in Detention Camps or 
Correctional Homes for 

an indefinite period of 
time?.’

Further, the bench also 
noted that as per Clause 
2(v) of the circular issued 
by the Government of In-
dia dated November 25, 
2009, the entire exercise 
is to be completed i.e. the 
exercise of deportation, 
verification etc.

 within a period of 30 
days. Thus, it sought to 
know why this Clause 
2(v) is not being strictly 
complied with.

The court referred to 
the case Maja Daruwala 
v Union of India, which 
was transferred from the 
Calcutta High Court. In 
2011, the petitioner wrote 

a letter to the Calcutta 
High Court Chief Justice 
highlighting the plight 
of plight of illegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh 
who after being convicted 
for the offence under the 
Foreigners Act are being 
kept confined to correc-
tional homes. Thus, the 
letter pointed out that 
the immigrants, even af-
ter undergoing sentence. 
instead of being deported 
to their own country are 
being detained in the Cor-
rectional Homes of the 
State of West Bengal. 

The Calcutta High 
Court took suo motu cog-
nizance of the letter. 

In 2013, the matter was 

transferred to the Su-
preme Court.

On January 30, the 
court also sought to know 
from the Union of India 
what was expected of the 
State of West Bengal to do 
in these type of matters.

Further, the court noted 
that another bench of the 
Supreme Court, headed 
by Justice Oka, has also 
questioned the Union 
Government over the 
indefinite detention of 
illegal immigrants in for-
eigners’ detention centres 
in Assam.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for fur-
ther consideration on 
February 06, 2025.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Rupshi Singh Versus 
Union Of India And Ors 
observed and has dismissed 
the Public Interest Litiga-
tion, PIL filed challenging 
validity of Section 2, Section 
3, Section 4 and Section 8A 
of the Dowry Prohibition 
Act, 1961 as “adverse to 
men”.

The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice 
K Vinod Chandran passed 
the order.

The counsel appearing 
for the petitioner submitted 
before the court that he was 
‘concerned about the inva-
lidity of laws.’

Further, the petitioner sub-
mitted that the impugned 
provisions adversely affect 

men.
The bench of Justice Gavai 

probed as to who the peti-
tioner was. The counsel re-
plied to the same, saying “I 
am a public spirited person”.

The bench in the case 
asked the petitioner to ap-
proach the Parliament.

In the present mater, the 
Public Interest Litigation, 
PIL was filed by one Rupshi 
Singh, impleading the Union 
of India as well as the Prime 
Minister. 

It has been assailed that 
Section 2, Section 3, Sec-
tion 4 and Section 8A of 
the Dowry Prohibition Act 
which deal with definition 
of dowry (Section 2), pen-
alty for giving or taking 
dowry (Section 3), penalty 
for demanding dowry (Sec-
tion 4) and burden of proof 
in certain cases (Section 8A).

The Supreme Court in the 
case observed and has dis-
missed another Public Inter-
est Litigation, PIL seeking a 
review of the anti-dowry 
laws and domestic cruelty 
judgments.

Following the tragic death 
of Atul Subhash, allegedly 
due to harassment by his 
wife, the petitioner in this 
case approached the Court 
seeking to ensure that hus-
bands (and their family 
members) are not harassed 
in false cases of domestic 
violence and under dowry 
laws. 

The court while consider-
ing the facts and circum-
stances of the case observed 
and has dismissed the peti-
tion, saying making of law is 
upto the Parliament.

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the PIL.

SC expresses concern at Allahabad 
High Court case pendency; stresses 
on need to fill vacancies: ‘Each judge 
has 15k-20k matters’

Supreme Court rejects 
plea to recall TN Governor 
RN Ravi for walking out of 
Assembly

Supreme Court: Forfeiture of earnest money 
permissible if it is not excessive amounting to 
penalty under Section 74 of Contract Act

Supreme Court asks Union: Why detain illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants here indefinitely instead of deporting them?

Supreme Court dismisses PIL 
challenging provisions of Dowry 
Prohibition Act

The Supreme Court 
in the case Anjali 
Bhardwaj Versus 

Union Of India observed 
and has issued notice to 
the Union Government 
and the Election Com-
mission of India wherein 
the petition is filed chal-
lenging the amendments 
to the Conduct of Elec-
tions Rules, 1961 which 
seeks to restrict people’s 
right to access election 
related records.

The bench comprising 
of CJI Sanjiv Khanna 
and Justice Sanjay Kumar 
was hearing the present 
matter.

The bench in the case 
observed and has issued 
notice in the petition 
tagged it with the simi-
larly pending challenge 
by Congress Rajya Sabha 
MP and Congress leader 
Jairam Ramesh

In the present matter, 
the petition is filed by 
Anjali Bhardwaj who is a 
transparency activist and 
has been working on is-
sues of transparency and 
accountability for several 
decades.

The petition filed states 
that the 2024 amend-

ment carried out in Rule 
93 (2) (a) of the Conduct 
of Election Rules, 1961, 
places unreasonable re-
striction on the funda-
mental right to informa-
tion of voters in so far as 
it introduces new restric-
tions beyond the records 
already specifically ex-
empt from disclosure 
under Rule 93(1).

The petitioner in the 
plea argues that by way 
of the amendment, a 
restriction has been cre-
ated on the access of all 
electoral records includ-
ing the photography, 
videography and CCTV 
footage, various reports 
and diaries required to 
be maintained by elec-
tion officials including 
the Presiding Officer’s 

Diary and the Report of 
the Returning Officer’s 
Diary etc.

Therefore, before the 
amendment, the Rule 
stated “All other papers 
relating to the election 
shall be open to public 
inspection”

The amended provi-
sion now provides: ‘All 
other papers as specified 
in these rules relating to 
the election shall be open 
to public inspection’.

The court highlighted 
that the amendment vio-
lates the right to informa-
tion under Article 19 and 
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion of India.

The petition filed stated 
that, ‘The impugned 
amendment is a blatant 
violation of article 19(1)

(a) and article 21 of the 
Constitution of India as 
it brings opaqueness and 
restricts people’s funda-
mental right to access 
vital documents and pa-
pers related to elections. 
The impugned amend-
ment seeks to narrow and 
restrict public access to 
election related records.’

Therefore, the Hand-
book of the Returning 
Officer 2023 details the 
procedure for the storage 
and supply of important 
election documents and 
records including CCTV 
footage of the polling sta-
tions (Clause 19.10), cop-
ies of the results form, 
supply of 17C- account 
of votes recorded in each 
constituency.

Therefore, the supply 
of the CCTV footage and 
other electoral records 
for public inspection was 
possible.

The main relief sought 
by the petitioner in the 
plea include:

a) To issue an appropri-
ate writ, order or direc-
tion setting aside and 
declaring the Conduct 
of Elections (Second 
Amendment) Rules, 2024 
brought in through noti-
fication dated December 
20, 2024 in official ga-

zette issued by Respon-
dent No. 1 amending Rule 
93(2)(a) of the Conduct of 
Election Rules, 1961 as 
being unconstitutional, 
illegal and void;

b)To Issue an appro-
priate writ, order or 
direction directing Re-
spondent authorities to 
provide copies and allow 
inspection as sought by 
the petitioner as per her 
applications dated May 
28, 2024 under Rule 
93(2) of the Conduct of 
Election Rules, 1961;

c) To Issue an appro-
priate writ, order or di-
rection laying down a 
time- bound mechanism 
for furnishing of copies 
of election papers under 
Rule 93(2) of Conduct of 
Elections Rules, 1961;

d) To Issue an appropri-
ate writ, order or direc-
tion directing Respon-
dent No. 1 to set aside the 
direction in point no. 3 
of Para 19.8.2 of Hand-
book for Returning Of-
ficer, 2023 which places 
arbitrary restrictions on 
people’s rights to access 
information regarding 
elections.

 Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for fur-
ther consideration on 
March 17, 2025.

SUPREME COURT ISSUES NOTICE ON RTI ACTIVIST’S 
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The bench in the case directed that the order 
passed in the present writ petition shall be 
treated as a representation addressed to 
the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High 
Court in regards to matters pending 
for many decades in the High Court 
and pass an appropriate order in this 
regard on its administrative side. 
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A national roadmap for 
child and adolescent road 
safety in India, released on 
Tuesday by UNICEF in col-
laboration with the WHO 
Collaborating Centre for In-
jury Prevention and Safety 
at the National Institute of 
Mental Health and Neuro-
sciences (NIMHANS).

"Road Traffic Injuries 
(RTIs) is today the leading 
cause of death of children 
and adolescents, who ac-
count for 10 percent of all 
road crash fatalities in the 
country," the official release 
stated on Tuesday.

Speaking at the launch of 
the report, Gautham Melur 
Sukumar, Additional Pro-

fessor of Epidemiology and 
Head of WHO Collaborat-
ing Centre for Injury Pre-
vention and Safety, NIM-
HANS, said, "Every day 
nearly 45 children under 
18 years age lose their lives 
in road crashes in India. In 
2022, 16,443 fatalities were 
reported in this age group, 
with actual numbers likely 
20 percent higher due to un-
derreporting. Additionally, 
every year around 5 million 
children suffering non-fatal 
injuries require hospitaliza-
tion."

Highlighting the pressing 
need for child road safety 
measures in India, Vivek 
Singh - Officer-in-charge 
Health, UNICEF India, 
said, "Children are vulner-
able to severe injuries ow-
ing to their physical, devel-
opmental and physiological 
attributes. Nearly 50 per-
cent of all deaths occurred 
at the crash site, with head 
injuries being the most com-
mon, followed by injuries to 
the lower parts of the body. 
Given the huge increase in 
road crash fatalities among 
children, UNICEF has 
stepped in to ensure safer 
mobility for them."

Further, the report re-
views the current situation 
of child and adolescent road 
safety in India through sec-

ondary data sources and 
expert consultation.

It describes the burden, 
risks and determinants of 
child and adolescent road 
traffic fatalities in India, an-
alyzes existing frameworks, 
and provides recommenda-
tions and a multi-sectoral 
action plan for strengthen-
ing child and adolescent 
road safety in India.

The findings reveal that 
between 2011 and 2022, 
an estimated 198,236 road 
fatalities occurred among 
children and adolescents, 
and nearly 75 percent of 
those road fatalities oc-
curred in the 14-17 years age 
group. Furthermore, the 
number of fatalities of this 
group more than doubled 
between 2011 and 2022.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has decided to imple-
ment the Uniform Civil Code 
across the nation to ensure 
equal rights for all citizens. 
Aligning with this, Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel 
has announced the formation 
of a five-member committee 
to assess the necessity of a 
Uniform Civil Code in Gu-
jarat, ensuring equal rights 
and privileges for all citizens 
in the state, said a statement 
from Gujarat CMO on Tues-
day.

The committee will be 
chaired by retired Supreme 
Court judge Smt. Ranjana 
Desai. Other members in-
clude retired senior IAS offi-

cer C.L. Meena, advocate R.C. 
Kodekar, former Vice Chan-
cellor Dakshesh Thakar, 
and social activist Geetaben 
Shroff. The CM announced 
this decision in the presence 
of the Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Harsh Sang-
havi.

Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel stated that this decision 
aligns with PM Modi's vi-

sion, and accordingly, Guja-
rat has formed a committee to 
assess the need for a Uniform 
Civil Code and draft the law 
for the state.

The committee is expected 
to submit its report within 45 
days, and the state govern-
ment will take appropriate 
action based on its findings. 
Highlighting key achieve-
ments such as the abolition 

of Article 370, the One Nation 
One Election, the Nari Shakti 
Vandana Act, and the Triple 
Talaq Law, the Chief Minister 
restated that the government 
follows the principle of 'Je 
Kahevu Te Karvu' (Deliver-
ing on Commitments).

Bhupendra Patel reaf-
firmed that aligning with 
the Prime Minister's vision, 
Gujarat remains dedicated to 
implementing the Uniform 
Civil Code. He also empha-
sized that the state has always 
supported the Prime Minis-
ter's resolutions and is deter-
mined to see them fulfilled.

CM explained that, to this 
end, the state government 
has formed a committee to 
assess the need for the Uni-
form Civil Code and draft the 
law.

In response to queries 
raised by Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) MP Sajda 
Ahmed over the fencing of 
the India-Bangladesh bor-
der, Union Minister of State 
(MoS) for Home Affairs 
Nityanand Rai said that 
nearly 864.482 kilometres 
of the border was yet to 
be fenced and it includes 
a length of 174.514 km of 
non-feasible gap.

"A length of 864.482 km 
of the India-Bangladesh 
border is yet to be fenced, 
which includes a length of 
174.514 km of non-feasible 
gap," MoS Rai told Lok 
Sabha in a written reply.

Of the 4,096.7 km of the 

India-Bangladesh border, 
3,232.218 km has been 
covered with fencing, he 
added.

"The challenges faced 
in completing the feasible 
stretches of fencing proj-
ects relate to land acquisi-
tion, Border Guard Ban-
gladesh (BGB) objections 

to limited working season 
and landslide and marshy 
land," the minister's reply 
read.

Citing reasons of security, 
the MoS said that construc-
tion of fencing was impor-
tant for securing the border 
as it helps ensure a crime-
free border by addressing 

challenges of cross-border 
criminal activities includ-
ing smuggling, movement 
of criminals and traffick-
ing. The MoS stated that 
the Bangladesh govern-
ment conveyed that India 
observes all protocols and 
agreements between the 
two governments and be-
tween the Border Security 
Force (BSF) and Border 
Guard Bangladesh.

"The Government of In-
dia's expectation that all 
earlier understandings 
will be implemented by 
Bangladesh and there will 
be a cooperative approach 
to combating cross-border 
crimes has also been con-
veyed to the Government 
of Bangladesh," Rai said in 
his written reply.

Union Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw’s claim that 
the Modi Government had 
allocated almost three times 
the amount that had been al-
located when West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee Government was the 
Union Railway Minister has 
triggered a fierce counter-
response from the Trinamool 

Congress. Banerjee was the 
Railway Minister during 1999-
2000 in the NDA regime and 
during 2009-11 in the UPA 
Government. After Banerjee, 
Trinamool leaders Mukul Roy 
and Dinesh Trivedi have also 
held the portfolio.

Yesterday, during a web 
conference on the Railway 
Budget 2025, Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
said: “The allocation in West 
Bengal which was in Mamata 

Didi’s (Banerjee) time has been 
increased three times by Modi 
ji.”

The Minister said that an al-
location of Rs 13,955 crores has 
been provided for West Bengal 
under Railway Budget 2025. 
The average annual allocation 
to West Bengal from 2009 to 
2014 was Rs 4,380 crore.

Vaishnaw's remark led to a 
sharp response from the Tri-
namool Congress with party 
spokesperson Kunal Ghosh 

saying this was "totally mis-
leading".

"When Mamata Banerjee 
was the Railways Minister, 
West Bengal was given a lot of 
projects and funds too. A lot 
of new trains (were given) and 
renovation of stations, new 
lines, new projects, and new 
factories were undertaken," 
said Ghosh.

Ghosh alleged that in the 
NDA-era, the Modi Govern-
ment was not even allowing 

paperwork related to the proj-
ects.

"Less funds are coming in for 
many projects and in some cas-
es, funds are not at all enough. 
So, paperwork is saying some-
thing and is being used by the 
BJP. Effective work is not being 
done in the Railways in West 
Bengal," he added.

Since the time the Union 
Budget has been presented, 
the Trinamool Government 
has been claiming that the 

Budget had “done nothing for 
the State”.

Trinamool Congress number 
two Abhishek Banerjee, Ma-
mata Banerjee's nephew, said 
it had nothing for West Bengal 
and the NDA rule continues to 
keep the State "deprived".

"As in the past during the 
BJP's reign, there has not been 
enough allocation for the State 
in this budget. Our MPs have 
been vocal and sought a rise in 
the allocation of funds for Cen-

tral projects. We also demand-
ed new projects for Bengal, but 
the State remains deprived," he 
had said.

At the web conference, 
Vaishnaw appealed to the West 
Bengal Chief Minister to help 
in land acquisition and in law 
and order, and said: "Land ac-
quisition is very important for 
the Railways' development so 
that benefits of these invest-
ments and projects reach citi-
zens at the earliest."

On Tuesday, Assam Chief 
Minister Dr Himanta Biswa 
Sarma met Union Minis-
ter for External Affairs Dr 
S Jaishankar at his South 
Block office. During the 
30-minute-long meeting, 
the Chief Minister requested 
the External Affairs Minister 
to chair a session on Assam's 
crucial role in India's Act 
East Policy at the upcoming 
Advantage Assam 2.0 Sum-
mit. In response,  Jaishankar 
accepted the invitation and 
agreed to grace the session.

While exchanging pleas-
antries, Chief Minister Sar-
ma also briefed the Exter-

nal Affairs Minister about 
his recent visits to Bhutan, 
South Korea, and Japan. 
He shared his experiences 
of how India's remarkable 
growth trajectory has been 
widely appreciated in these 
countries.

Later, taking to social me-
dia platform X, the Chief 
Minister expressed his de-
light over the meeting. He 
wrote, "I had the pleasure to 
call upon our erudite Hon’ble 
External Affairs Minister, 
Dr. S. Jaishankar. During 
our conversation, I had the 
opportunity to brief him on 
my recent visits to Bhutan, 
South Korea, and Japan and 
the tremendous appreciation 
for the India growth story, 

which I witnessed first-hand 
in these countries.

At Advantage Assam 2.0, 
we will have the privilege of 
Hon’ble Minister elucidating 
the critical role of Assam in 
India’s Act East Policy."

In a separate engagement, 
the Chief Minister also met 
the Governor of Chhat-
tisgarh, Ramen Deka, at 
Chhattisgarh Bhawan in the 
national capital. According 
to officials, the meeting was 
a courtesy call.

Earlier in the day, Chief 
Minister Dr. Sarma held 
discussions with potential 
investors ahead of the up-
coming Advantage Assam 
2.0 Summit at Assam House 
in New Delhi. 

Himanta meets  Jaishankar, 
discusses Act East Policy

CM Bhupendra Patel announces 
committee to examine need of UCC in state

‘Nearly 864 km of India-B’desh border yet to be fenced’

Trinamool slams Ashwini Vaishnaw’s claims on Railway allocation to Bengal
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UNICEF-NIMHANS release national 
roadmap for child road safety

Samajwadi Party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav on 
Tuesday continued 

his attack on the Uttar 
Pradesh government over 
the Mahakumbh stampede 
incident and said that the 
government allowed this in-
cident to take place. Speak-
ing to mediapersons, Yadav 
raised the question on why 
the Central government was 
not providing details of the 
actual number of people 
who died in the stampede 
that took place on January 
29 this year at MahaKumbh 
venue in Prayagraj.

"If there was a huge gath-
ering at that time, why was 
space not given in the Army 
premises? The Government 
allowed this incident to take 
place. Now, they do not want 
to give the details and if any-
one tries to provide details, 
an FIR will be registered 
against them," the Sama-
jwadi Party chief said.

Further, Yadav, the for-

mer chief minister of Uttar 
Pradesh claimed that the 
government knew the time 
of the incident. "Government 
knows the time of the inci-
dent. Imagine the number 
of deceased if the incident 
took place at 1 AM and Am-
bulances were coming till 11 
AM. Several devotees could 
not even take a holy dip; they 
had to go back. Is this the 
kind of world infrastructure 
you want to make? CM Yogi 
Adityanath said that he has 

made arrangements for 100 
crore people...Now they are 
saying there is a conspiracy, 
the officials who are saying 
there is a conspiracy should 
be terminated by the Central 
Government," Akhilesh Ya-
dav said.

Earlier today, while speak-
ing in the Lok Sabha, Akh-
ilesh Yadav demanded 
transparency regarding 
the casualties at the Maha-
Kumbh stampede, urging 
the government to pres-

ent accurate figures on the 
deaths, treatment of the 
injured, and arrangements 
made for the event. Partici-
pating in the debate on the 
Motion of Thanks to the 
President's Address, Akh-
ilesh called for an all-party 
meeting to clarify the situa-
tion and recommended that 
disaster management and 
the lost and found centre be 
handed over to the Army. 
Yadav also pressed for strict 
punitive action against those 

responsible for the tragedy 
and those who concealed 
the facts, questioning the 
government's decision to 
suppress the numbers.

"For the Mahakumbh 
tragedy, there should be 
strict punitive action against 
those responsible and those 
who have hidden the truth 
should be punished. 

We ask the double-engine 
government, if there was no 
guilt, then why were the fig-
ures suppressed, hidden and 

erased?" he added.
"Log punye kamane aaye 

the aur apno ke shav lekar 
gaye hai (People came to 
earn merit, but they left 
with the bodies of their 
loved ones)," the SP Chief 
said. A stampede occurred 
at the MahaKumbh Mela 
during the second Shahi 
Snan on Mouni Amawasya. 
 As per the Uttar Pradesh 
government at least 30 peo-
ple were killed and around 
60 individuals sustained 
injuries. Several opposition 
leaders raised concerns over 
the government's handling 
of the stampede during the 
Mauni Amavasya bathing 
ritual.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath came 
down heavily on Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Samajwadi 
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav 
on Tuesday accusing them 
of "taking payoffs" to speak 
against Sanatan Dharm as 
the opposition disputed the 
number of casualties in the 
Mahakumbh stampede.

Akhilesh vs. Yogi: Mahakumbh clash
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On February 4, 2025, India 
and the United Kingdom con-
vened consultations on disar-
mament and non-prolifera-
tion in New Delhi. The Indian 
delegation was led by Ms. 
Muanpuii Saiawi, Joint Sec-
retary (Disarmament and In-
ternational Security Affairs) 
from the Ministry of External 
Affairs, while the UK delega-
tion was headed by Stephen 
Lillie, Director for Defence 
and International Security at 
the Foreign, Commonwealth 
& Development Office.

The discussions encom-
passed a broad spectrum of 
topics within the disarma-
ment and non-proliferation 
landscape. Key areas of focus 
included developments in nu-
clear, chemical, and biological 
domains, as well as regional 
non-proliferation issues. 
The delegations also deliber-
ated on outer space security 
matters, the role of artificial 
intelligence in the military 
domain, and the significance 
of multilateral export control 
regimes.

In the nuclear sphere, both 
nations reaffirmed their 
commitment to preventing 

the spread of nuclear weap-
ons and ensuring the peace-
ful use of nuclear energy. 
They discussed strategies to 
strengthen the global non-
proliferation architecture 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of compliance with 
international treaties and 
agreements.

Regarding chemical and 
biological weapons, the con-
sultations underscored the 
necessity of full adherence to 
the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention (CWC) and the Bio-
logical Weapons Convention 
(BWC). Both sides expressed 
concern over the potential use 
of such weapons and high-
lighted the need for robust 
verification mechanisms to 
prevent their proliferation.

The topic of outer space 
security was also prominent 
in the discussions. Recogniz-
ing the increasing reliance on 
space-based technologies, the 
delegations emphasized the 
importance of maintaining 
outer space as a conflict-free 
domain. They explored mea-
sures to prevent an arms race 
in outer space and to promote 
transparency and confidence-
building among space-faring 
nations.

India, UK hold 
disarmament talks

KEY POINTS

n	 Akhilesh Yadav’s attack: Accuses 
UP government of allowing the Ma-
hakumbh stampede, suppressing 
casualty numbers, and punishing 
those revealing details. Demands 
transparency and strict action.

n Adityanath’s counter: Slams op-
position for “anti-Sanatan Dharm” 
conspiracy, defends govt response, and praises security forces for swift ac-
tion.

n Casualty dispute: UP govt claims 30 dead, Congress alleges 1000. Opposition 
demands official death toll release.

Akhilesh Yadav, in Lok Sabha, demanded transparency on Mahakumbh stampede 
casualties, urging the government to reveal accurate death and injury figures.

UP CM Yogi 
Adityanath came 
down heavily on 
Samajwadi Party 
chief Akhilesh 
Yadav accusing him 
of "taking payoffs" 
to speak against 
Sanatan Dharm.

Centre releases Rs 146.42 cr for WB under BADP

Union MoS for Home Affairs, Nityanand Rai, informed Lok 
Sabha that the Centre has allocated Rs 146.42 crore to West 
Bengal under the Border Area Development Programme 
(BADP) since 2019-20. An additional Rs 1.93 crore is pend-
ing as part of the total Rs 53.34 crore for all states and UTs.
BADP funds are disbursed to states for infrastructure projects 
in border areas to enhance security and development. Cur-
rently, the programme covers 457 blocks across 117 districts 
in 16 states and two UTs. Assam has utilized BADP funds for 
schools, health centers, roads, and drinking water facilities. 
Sikkim received the highest allocation in


