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- WEATHER

Partly cloudy. Hazy in the evening.
Maximum and minimum temperatures
likely to be around 30°C and 21°C

respectively.

RAINFALL: NIL

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 90% Min. 72%
TEMPERATURE o
Max: 30.2 C Min: 21.3 C
SUN RISES SUN SETS
06:15 hrs 17:24 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
07:35 hrs 19:20 hrs

Full Moon on 12 February

THUMBNAILS
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A sculptor from Rajasthan gives the final

touch to an idol of Goddess Saraswati ahead
of Saraswati Puja, in Amritsar.s ani

Govt holds all-party meet ahead of Budg-
et session of Parliament: Ahead of the
commencement of the Budget session of
the Parliament, an all-party meeting was
held in New Delhi on Thursday during
which the government appealed to all
political parties to contribute through posi-
tive participation with high quality debates
and discussions during the session. The
Budget session of Parliament will begin on
31 January and, according to the schedule,
will conclude on 4 April.

Nosurvivors after

US mid-air disaster

Jetwith 64 onboard collideswith military chopper nearWashington

AGENCIES
ARLINGTON, 30 JANUARY

tleast 28 bodies

were pulled from

the icy waters of

he Potomac

River after an American

Airlines jet carrying 60

passengers and four crew

members collided with

an Army helicopter while

landingatRonald Reagan

National Airport near

Washington, officials said
Thursday.

Crewswere still search-
ing for other casualties
but did not believe there
were any other survivors,
which would make it the
deadliest U.S. air crashin
nearly 24 years.

“We are now at the
pointwhere we are switch-
ingfrom arescue operation
to arecovery operation,”
said John Donnelly, the
fire chief in the nation’s
capital. “Wedon’tbelieve
there are any survivors.”

The body of the plane
was found upsidedownin
three sections in waist-
deep water. The wreckage
of the helicopter was also
found. "At this point, we
don'tbelieve there are any

survivors from this acci-
dent," D.C. Fire ChiefJohn
Donnelly said Thursday

There was no imme-
diate word on the cause
of the Wednesday collision,
but officials said flight
conditions were clear as
thejet coming from Wichi-
ta, Kansas, with US and
Russian figure skaters and
others aboard, was making
a routine landing when
the helicopter flew into
its path.
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Emergency response units assess airplane wreckage in the Potomac River near the
Ronald Reagan National Airport, Washington, on Thursday.

The plane ~ American
Eagle Flight 5342 ~ was
carrying 60 passengers

AGENCIES

aircraft cameinto the path
of the ... aircraft.”
Images from the river

and four crew members  showedboatsaround the
while the US Army’s partly submerged wing
Blackhawkhelicopterhad = and what appeared to be
three service members.  the mangled wreckage of
“Onfinalapproachinto  the plane’s fuselage.
Reagan Nationalit collided President Donald
with amilitaryaircrafton  Trump said he had been
an otherwise normal “fullybriefed on thisterrible

approach,” American Air-
lines CEO Robert Isom
said. “Atthistimewedon’t
know why the military

accident” and, referring
tothepassengers, added,
“May God Bless their
souls.”

India’s Shubhanshu Shukla to serveaspilot
after NASA approves Axiom-4 mission to ISS

AGENCIES
NEW YORK, 30 JANUARY

ISRO astronaut and Indian
Air Force (IAF) officer, Shub-
hanshu Shukla, will take on
therole of pilot on the Axiom
Mission 4, or Ax-4, that will
fly to the International Space
Station (ISS) from NASA's
Kennedy Space Center in
Florida no earlier than Spring
2025, the US space agency
said on Thursday.

Group Captain Shukla will
make history as the first
Indian astronaut to join the
orbiting laboratory.

A serving officer in the
IAF, he has alsobeen chosen
as an astronaut for India’s
Gaganyaan Mission.

Peggy Whitson, former
INASA astronaut and Director
of Human Spaceflight at
Axiom Space, will command
the commercial mission,
while ISRO (Indian Space
Research Organisation) astro-
naut Shukla will serve as
pilot, said NASA.

The two mission specialists

are ESA (European Space
Agency) project astronaut
Stawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski
of Poland and Tibor Kapu of
Hungary.

“I am excited to see con-
tinued interest and dedication
for the private astronaut mis-
sions aboard the International
Space Station," said Dana
Weigel, manager of NASA’s
International Space Station
Program at the agency’s John-
son Space Center in Hous-
ton.

“As NASA looks toward

the future oflow Earth orbit,
private astronaut missions
help pave the way and expand
access to the unique micro-
gravity environment,” said
the US space agency.

The first private astronaut
mission to the station, Axiom
Mission 1, lifted off in April
2022 for a 17-day mission
aboard the orbitinglaboratory.
The second private astronaut
mission to the station, Axiom
Mission 2, also was com-
manded by Whitson and
launched in May 2023 with

four private astronauts who
spent eight days in orbit. The
most recent private astronaut
mission, Axiom Mission 3,
launched in January 2024;
the crew spent 18 days docked
to the space station.

The Ax-4 mission is a sig-
nificant collaboration between
India and the United States,
announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his
visit to the US last year.

As part of their preparation,
Group Captain Shukla and
his backup, Group Captain
Prashanth Nair, have under-
gone extensive training with
international partners, includ-
ingNasa, the European Space
Agency (ESA), and the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency
JAXA).

Meanwhile, NASA on
Thursday said it is "working
expeditiously" along with
SpaceX to safely bring back
Indian-origin astronaut Sunita
Williams and astronaut Butch
Willmore, currently stuck in
the International Space Station
(ISS) for 238 days.

Kejrisuspectsarrestin2 daysas ECI seeks
explanation for Yamuna poisoning claims

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday made a sharp attack
on Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar,
accusing him of acting in
favour of the BJP in a “des-
perate bid” for a post-retire-
mentjob and stated thathe
suspects his arrest in the
coming two days.

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) hasresponded
to the AAP chief's reply sent
on Wednesday night regarding
his remark on Yamuna poi-
soning. The commission has
granted him another oppor-
tunity to explain why action
should notbe taken over the
serious allegations against
him of promoting disharmony
and enmity between different
groups, and causing overall
public disorder and unrest.

Mr Kejriwal further said
that history will never forgive
RajivKumar for the irreparable
damage he has inflicted on
India's democratic system.

The AAP chiefalleged that
Delhi's election process has
been reduced to a sham
under the poll panel's watch,
claiming that cash and blan-
kets are being openly dis-
tributed to influence voters,
with the ECI turning a blind
eye to such anomalies.

In a fiery challenge, he
dared Mr Kumar to step out
ofhis bureaucratic cover and
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) National Convener Arvind Kejriwal in
the presence of Delhi Chief Minister Atishi and party MP Sanjay
Singh addresses a press conference on the 'Yamuna poison’
row, at the party’s HQ in New Delhi on Thursday. = Ani

contest an election against
him if he wanted to engage
in politics.

Senior AAP Leaders,
including Satyendar Jain, MP
Sanjay Singh, and CM Atishi,
were also present at the inter-
action.

Responding to a media
query at the party headquar-
ters, Mr Kejriwal said:™ “Cash
is being openly distributed
in Delhi, but they fail to see
it. Every day, blankets are
being distributed—even yes-
terday evening, blankets
were handed out. But they
don’tnotice that either. We
even pointed outwhose house
is being used to store the
money, yet they turn a blind
eye to it.”

Asserting that the ECI is
engaging in politics, he said
that CEC Rajiv Kumar wants
a post-retirement job after
28 February. “I want to tell
RajivKumar Ji—history will
not forgive you. The amount
of damage you have done
to the Election Commission,
I don’t think the Election
Commission has ever been
tarnished this badlyin India's
history,” Mr Kejriwal alleged.

He added: “I know that
within two days, they will
put me in jail. Go ahead,
put me in jail. The kind of
language the Election Com-
mission has used today is
unprecedented. This is not
the job of the Election Com-
mission.”

India to develop its own Al model
In hext 10 months, says Vaishnaw

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

India’s large language model
(LLM) is expected to be
ready within the next 10
months, said the Minister
of Electronics and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Thursday.

“We have created the
framework, and it is being
launched today. Our focus
is on building Al models
that maintain the Indian
context and culture,” he said
atapress conference on the
India AI Mission.

He said the project will
be supported by the India
Al Compute Facility which
has procured 18,693 GPUs
to facilitate the creation of
an LLM designed specifically
for India.

The minister also empha-
sised India’s Al capabilities
by comparing the country’s
infrastructure to global
benchmarks.

“DeepSeek Al was trained
on 2,000 GPUs, ChatGPT

Stampede-likesceneat Kotla as Kohlifansflood Ranjimatch

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Broken phones, lost slippers
and shoes lying around the
Feroz Shah Kotla before a
pitchinvader breached secu-
rity to touch Virat Kohli’s feet
were some of the unprece-
dented scenes that summed
up the iconic batter’s return
to domestic cricket after more
than 12 years.

The former India skipper’s
much-anticipated return to
domestic cricket created a
surreal atmosphere at the
Kotla that houses the Arun
Jaitley Stadium, witnessing
unprecedented scenes on
the opening day of the incon-
sequential Ranji Trophy con-
test between Delhi and the
Railways.

On a chilly and foggy
Thursday morning, thousands
lined up outside the stadium
for hours to make their way
inside, creating an electrifying
atmosphere, rarely seen in

domestic games. As the gates
to the stadium opened up, a
stampede-like situation
emerged near Gate 17 with
broken phones, lostslippers
and shoeslying around, and
an unfortunate incident which
left a police bike badly dam-
aged.

The Delhi & District Cricket
Association (DDCA) had antic-
ipated around 10,000 fans
for Kohli’s return. However,

as the morning progressed,
the numbers exceeded their
expectations. The officials
later confirmed that more
than 15,000 fans were in
attendance during the opening
day.

Chants of “Kohli...Kohli”
echoed through the stadium,
electrifying the atmosphere
as the local hero took the
field. Amid the excitement,
cheers of “RCB RCB” erupted,

a nod to his unwavering
loyalty to Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) since joining
the IPL franchise in 2008 fol-
lowing his U19 World Cup
triumph. Once Delhi skipper
Ayush Badoni elected to field,
Kohli was spotted manning
the slip cordon, amid loud
cheers from the crowd.
Acknowledging the support,
the iconic cricketer occa-
sionally turned back to
respond to the cheers.

The excitement, however,
reached aboiling pointwhen
an ardent Kohli fan ducked
security, ran onto the field
and touched Kohli’s feet
before being whisked away
by the security guards. The
incident occurred during the
12th over, momentarily dis-
rupting the match.

As the fan sprinted towards
him, the crowd erupted in
cheers. Security personnel
rushed in to remove the
intruder, but Kohli, ever com-
posed, gestured for them to

go easy on him. The dramatic
momentsummed up the fer-
vour around Kohli’s first
domestic appearance in more
than a decade.

Despite the frenzy around
Kohli’sreturn, Delhi’s bowlers
maintained their focus, reduc-
ing Railways to 66/5. Railways
recovered with half centuries
from Upendra Yadav, who
fell five shy of a century and
veteran Karn Sharma to even-
tually reach 241. For Delhi,
Siddhant Sharma and Money
Grewal claimed two wickets
each early in the morning
session while Navdeep Saini
and Sumit Mathur emerged
the pick of the bowlers with
three wickets apiece.

In response, Delhi lost
opener Arpit Rana cheaply,
but Sanat Sangwan and Yash
Dhull went back undefeated
with the hosts reaching
41/1 atstumps, thus keeping
alive the excitement of Kohli
turning up at the crease for
Friday.

epaper.thestatesman.com

was trained on 25,000 GPUs,
and we now have 15,000
high-end GPUs available.
India now has arobust com-
pute facility that will support
our Al ambitions,” a media
report quoted him as say-
ing.

“The technical partners
started working and investing
well before the
finalisation.This facility will
be available for everyone to
use,” Mr Vaishnaw added.

The IT minister also

praised Chinese startup
DeepSeek for shaking up
the sector with its low-cost
Al assistant, likening its
frugal approach to his gov-
ernment's efforts to build a
localised Al model.

Mr Vaishnaw also said
that Indian servers will host
DeepSeek for India, which
will address privacy concerns.
“DeepSeek is open source
and will host it on Indian
servers soon. This will address
the privacy concerns regard-

The minister said the
project will be sup-
ported by the India
Al Compute Facility
which has procured
18,693 GPUs to facili-
tate the creation of
an LLM designed
specifically for India.

ing cross-border data trans-
fer,” the minister said.

DeepSeek has triggered
a dramatic rethink on arti-
ficial intelligence spending
around the world, claiming
it took just two months and
cost under $6 million to
build an Al model using
Nvidia's less-advanced H800
chips.

Downloads of its app
recently surpassed OpenAl's
ChatGPT on Apple's App
Store, while the cost and
performance of its tools
upended industry beliefs
that Chinawas years behind
U.S. rivals in the Al race.

Sebicracks down on finfluencers
toendillegal advisory businesses

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Inamajorblowto the financial
influencers (finfluencers), the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) has restricted
their use of live stock market
data in educational content.

Stock market educators
cannow onlyusestock prices
with a three-monthlag, aSebi
circular said, effectively pre-
venting them from offering
real-time trading tips disguised
as education.

“A person engaged solely
in education shall mean that
such person is not engaged
in any of the two prohibited
activities. Such person should
notbe using the market price
data of the preceding three
months to speak/talk/display
the name of any security
including using any code
name of the securityin his/her
talk/speech, video, ticker,
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screen share etc. indicating
the future price, advice orrec-
ommendationrelated to secu-
rity or securities,” said the
circular.

This move is expected to
end the illegal advisory busi-
nesses that many finfluencers
operate without Sebi regis-
tration. Sebi first restricted
associations between registered
and unregistered entities in
its October 2024 circular, and
thelatestupdate on 29 January
further tightens the rules.

“These regulations have
come into force with effect
from August29,2024,” itsaid.

The circular said that the
stockmarket educators cannot
uselive stock prices, allowing
onlydatawith a three-month
lag. The registered market
entities cannot associate with
finfluencers in any way that
involves monetary or non-
monetary compensation.

Further, investor education
isallowed, buteducators must
not give investment advice
or make performance claims
without Sebi’s approval.

Educators cannotuse stock
names, codes, or price data
from the past three months
in any form that could imply
investment advice, it said.
Sebisaid itis theresponsibility
of the persons regulated by
Sebito ensure thatany person
associated with them or their
agents, directly or indirectly,
does notengage in any of the
above-mentioned two pro-
hibited activities, directly or

indirectly.
. ] : L]
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Regulation of
trains in Sealdah
South section

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

In yet another mega infra-
structure development works,
including the replacement
of the existing route relay
interlocking system (RRI) by
electronicinterlocking system
(ED at Ballygunge and Kankur-
gachi, the Sealdah division
hasdecided toregulate trains
from the midnight of 1 Feb-
ruary to4 a.m.on 3 February
in Sealdah South Section.

Notably, Ballygunge Junc-
tionis one of the biggestand
busiestJunctionsin the Seal-
dah Suburban section with
movementin four directions.
Also, KankurgachiRoad Junc-
tion is one of the important
junctionsin the Sealdah Sub-
urban section which involves
allmovementsin the Sealdah
Mainline and thisisaninter-
linkingjunction for Sealdah
Main and Sealdah South Sec-
tion. The existing Route Relay
Interlocking (RRI) Systems
at Ballygunge and Kankur-
gachi were commissioned
in 1994 and 1993 respectively.
The earlier systems were
based on old technology and
they were prone to failure
because of its age.

Accordingto the divisional
railway officials, it is tough
to provide spare material for
day-to-day maintenance
because of old technology.
To overcome this challenge
the divisional railway has
decided to equip Ballygunge
and Kankurgachi with the
state-of-the-art electronic
interlocking systems.

Accordingto the divisional
office, during the period,
train services in Sealdah
North/Main Line from Seal-
dah to Nahiti and beyond,
Sealdah Central section from
Sealdah to Barasat, Hasnabad,
Bangaon Junction, Sealdah
(South) towards different
destinations like Diamond
Harbour, Lakshmikantapur,
Namkhana and Canning
would be operated normally.
However, frequency of serv-
ices in between Sealdah
South and Baruipur Junction
would be reduced from six
minutes to 12 minutes during
the morning and evening
hours while services in
between Sealdah South and
Budge Budge would be short
originated/ short terminated
from to New Alipur instead
of Sealdah South and run as
perscheduled timings. Apart
from this, direct EMU services
via Kankurgachhi Road Junc-
tion.

To minimise the hassles,
the divisional railway has
decided to run two numbers
of Sealdah—Naihati Passenger
Specials during the evening
peak hours along with six

Twowomenfromstate
died in Kumbhstampede

Thevictimsare 65-year-old BasantiPoddar, aresident of AshwiniNagarin
Kolkataand UrmilaBhuniyafrom Godapialshalvillage in Midnapore

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

he sacred
Mahakumbh wit-
nessed a tragicinci-
denton Wednesday
during the Mouni Amavasya
holy dip, as a stampede

claimed the lives of two
elderly women from West
Bengal, among at least 30
victims. The victims were
Basanti Poddar, a 65-year-
old resident of Ashwini Nagar
in Kolkata and Urmila Bhu-
niya from Godapialshal village
in Salboni, West Midnapore.

Basanti had travelled to
the Kumbh Mela with her
sister, son and daughter. On
Tuesday night, as she attempt-
ed to take a dip in the holy
waters, chaos erupted due
to an uncontrolled rush of
devotees. She fell in the com-
motion, and despite herson's
desperate attempts to lift
her, she suffered fatal injuries.
Her body has been sent for
post-mortem, and efforts
are being made to bring it
back to Kolkata. Tapan Das-
gupta, the local councillor,
stated that the condition of
herrelatives remains critical,
but officials are working to
repatriate them as soon as

possible.

Similarly, Urmila Bhuniya,
who had travelled with her
daughters, sons-in-law, and
grandchildren, was caught
in the same stampede. She
was severely injured after
being trampled in the crowd.
Her family searched for her
for hours before finally dis-
covering her body at the
morgue. The family has now
started their journey back
to Salboni with her remains.
According to official reports,
30 people have died in the
stampede, of which 25 have
been identified. Authorities
are still working to determine
theidentities of the remaining
five victims. The incident
has sparked political outrage,
with CPM leader Sujan

Chakraborty demanding the
immediate arrest of Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath. He criticised
West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee for not
calling for Yogi’s arrest, imply-
ing an “understanding”
between the BJP and TMC.
Mr Chakraborty pointed out
thatin 2017, a similar tragedy
occurred at the Gangasagar
Mela in West Bengal, where
six female pilgrims suffocated
to death in a stampede. At
the time, then-Sundarbans
development minister Man-
turam Pakhira had taken
responsibility for the mishap.

Swami Paramatmananda,
the Mahamandaleshwar of
Panchayeti Mahanirvani
Akhada, also condemned

the Uttar Pradesh adminis-
tration for failing to manage
the massive crowd despite
promising "world-class crowd
management." He stated
that saints had demanded
foolproof security for the
millions of devotees attending
the event. He criticised the
Yogi government for failing
to control the situation,
despite the deployment of
state police, the Rapid Action
Force (RAF), and the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), which operates under
the Union home ministry.

As questions mount over
the handling of the stampede,
many are now calling for the
Indian Army to take over
security arrangements at the
Kumbh Mela to ensure the
safety of the millions of pil-
grims and saints who attend
the world’s largest religious
gathering.

Book on Sister Nivedita’sletters published

TARUN GOSWAMI
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

A collection of Sister Nivedita's
unpublished letters and writ-
ingsin Bengali, titled Bhogini
Nibeditar Aprakashito Potra-
boli ebong Ananyo Aprakashito
Rochona was released at the
Kolkata International Book
Fair. The book has been
penned by Sarada Sarkar, a
teacher settled in the United
Kingdom.

She took the initiative to
instal a statue of the Sister in
putting up a Blue Plaque in
the house, where Sister had
opened a school in Wimble-
don.

She got in touch with the
relatives of Sister Nivedita,
who stayin different countries.
She brought Selendra Margot
Giardin, greatgranddaughter
of Richmond Noble, Nivedita's
brother. Niveditahad abrother
and a sister. It is interesting
to note that the descendents
of Richmond write ‘Margot’
as themiddle namewhile the
descendents of May Wilson
write ‘Bose’, after Jagadish
Chandra Bose as the middle
name.

Nivedita died in Darjeeling
on 13 October, 1911 and after
her death, Lady Abala Bosu,
wife of Jagadish Chandra Bose
wrote a letter to Mrs Wilson
on4January, 1912. Shewrote:
"How can we live without
her? Before we went to Dar-
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jeeling, we often would discuss
whowould die firstbut I never
thought she would go so soon.
Lady Minto has written a
beautiful letter to Christine,
which I want to send to you.
Christine has at last come to
Calcutta and means to take
up the work."

In anunpublished account
of Nivedita's niece Grancy
Wilson, we get an account of
how Swamiji came to the life
of Margaret Elizabeth Noble.
She writes: "The house in
Wimbledon became a haven
for advanced thinkers of the
1890s. Yeats (Willliam Butler),
(Samuel Taylor) Coleridge,
(George Bernard) Shaw,
(Aldous) Huxley, William Mor-
ris, (Henry Wadsworth)
Longfellow, WT Stead were a
fewofthese. Theywere settled

and established, and a brilliant
career foreseen for Margaret
in the journalistic world of
free thinking, when a certain
Indian walked into their draw-
ingroom, agentleman called
Naren Dutt. From that moment
Margaret knew that she had
at last met someone whose
vision was enormous, whose
intellectwas greater than any-
thing she had yet encountered
or was likely to encounter, a
person of such gift, religious
uplifting that Margaret was
on her way to her future."

An unpublished letter by
Nivedita to Grancy written
on 21 April, 1910 goes like
this: "My darling Grancy, I
am going to town to post this
letter to you. I have putkisses
into it. When you open it,
they will all fly out of it to
you. Kisses have wings. They
fly home to your heart. Do
you know these little birds?
Your own loving ah — oh!"

Thereisaletter written by
George G Harrap Company,
Londonwho requested Nivedi-
ta to write on Indian religion
and philosophy. The letter
dated 22 December, 1910,
reads: "Your name has been
mentioned to us by Mr E.E.
Havellin avery complimentary
way, as being extremely well
qualified towrite such abook
as we want and so we are
invitingyou to undertake the
taskifyour other engagements
permit."

Mamata to meet MLAS
on first day of Assembly

-y ""'—‘-'“

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee has convened a meeting
of partylegislators to be held
at the Nauser Ali Hall at the
state Legislature on 10 Feb-
ruary, the day when the
Budget session of the state
Assemblywill getunderway.

The state budget would
be presented on 12 February.
The meeting of the party
MLAs convened by Miss
Banerjee ahead of the pres-
entation of the vote-on-
account would be a crucial

&

the last opportunity for the
ruling dispensation before
the Assembly polls in 2026,
tolookinto their shortcomings
and try to address those.

Last year when the chief
minister had held ameeting
of her party MLAs at her
Assembly chamber during
the middle of the Winter
Session of the Assembly.

In the last meeting she
talked tough to the party’s
Bharatpur MLA, Humayun
Kabir, regarding his alleged
anti-party rants, which was
subsequently show caused
by the party’s disciplinary

Upcoming Budget session of
Bengal Assembly mayend
state govt-Raj Bhavantussle

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

The tussle between the West
Bengal government and the
Raj Bhavan is expected to
end during the upcoming
Budgetsession of the Assem-
bly, scheduled next month.
The state has already sent
an invitation to the office of
Governor C.V.Ananda Bose,
requesting thelatter to deliver
the opening speech of the
Budgetsessionon 10 February.
Last year, the Assembly's
Budget session was held with-
out the Governor's speech.
Uncertainty had been
looming over the opening
speech of the Governor this
time too, since the Winter
Session of the House in the
closing quarters of 2024 was
just adjourned sine die. If
theupcoming Budget session
was shown as resuming the
adjourned session, technically,
the Governor's opening
speech could have been

government has ended uncer-
tainties by already sending
the invitation to the office of
the Governor. However, it is
not yet clear whether the
office of the Governor will
give a positive reply to the
invitation or not.

While the opening speech
ofthe Governorisscheduled
to be on 10 February, the
minister of state in charge of
the Finance Department
(Independent charge) Chan-
drimaBhattacharyaissched-
uled to present the Budget
proposals for the financial
year 2025-26 on the floor of
the house on 12 February.

Considering that this will
be thelast full- Budget before
the state Assembly elections
in 2026, there is a possibility
ofenhancementinallocation
under different welfare and
dole schemes offered by the
state government, especially
for those which are women
and youth-specific besides
a hike in the dearness

Trial court slaps
show-cause
notice on CBI

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

A trial court has slapped a
show-cause on the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) for procedural lapses
in passing on information
to the courtabout the West
Bengal government's nod
for framing charges and
trial process against former
R.G. Kar principal Sandip
Ghosh in the case related
to financial irregularities
in the institution.

On 28 January, the CBI
informed Calcutta High
Court's single-judge Bench
of Tirthankar Ghosh about
the clearance from the state
government to start the
charge-framing and trial
process.

Now, the trial courthas
taken objection as to why
the CBI has not informed

Humanrightsofticialsurge
CM for mental healthcare
facility innorth Bengal

Mr Roy of the human
rights council in his
letter has pointed
out that vast regions
of north Bengal have
no such facility.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 30 JANUARY

Organising secretary of the
West Bengal state board of
the International Human
Rights Council Utpal Royhas
urged chief minister Mamata
Banerjee to address the acute
shortage of mental hospitals
and government-run reha-
bilitation centres in north
Bengal.

Inaletter to the chief min-
ister, Roy pointed out that
West Bengal has sixstate-run
mental hospitals — three in
Kolkataand one eachin Mur-
shidabad, Purulia, and Cooch
Behar. Thisleaves vastregions
of north Bengal, including
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, and
Malda, without adequate
mental healthcare facilities.

He has proposed setting

address theregion’s growing
mental health needs. Addi-
tionally, Mr Roy highlighted
the absence of government
rehabilitation centres, making
de-addiction treatment unaf-
fordable formiddle and lower-
income families.

With north Bengal facing
a surge in drug and alcohol
abuse, he urged the govern-
ment to establishrehab centres
in Jalpaiguri, Siliguri and
Malda to ensure accessible
and affordable treatment.

Mr Roy’s appeal calls for
immediate intervention to
safeguard the mental well-
being of north Bengal’s

additional trains on Saturday one, said sources. committee for breaching avoided. However, statesec-  allowance for the state gov- the same court about the up mentalhospitalsinSiliguri, ~ citizens.
and Sunday. The meeting would be party discipline. retariatinsiderssaid, thestate ~ ernment employees. development. Raiganj, and Jalpaiguri to (Representational Image)
GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
S TENDTER
Corrigendum issued by the Executive
ineer, Nadia Arsenic Division-, PH
T Rerot o e e GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL ll GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL ] GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL | GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Bengal vide Ref. No. WBPHE/15/NAD-

Nadia Arsenlc Division-l, PHE Dte.,
Katyani, Nadia. Details will be available in

the webslte whienders govin in the

tender |3 03.02.2025 at 05.00 P.M
$d/- Executive Engineer, Nadia Arsenic
| Diwision-1, PHE Dte.

af 24-25, 1D- 2025_PHED_799434_12 of

revised last date for online submission of

ICA- TRV TS

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

undersigned for the works: “Electrical

panel etc. al B1 Block at Bidhan Slshu

No, 10235 _WEPWD_BO724% 1
Document Download Closing Date:

Bidhannagar Electrical Diviskon.
PC A= THNBIHICTE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE

2024-2015

Unline e-RI* in two paft sysiem 8 myviled
by the Swpermtending Enginesr (Cocil),
wopilh Circle, SWM  Secior, KMDA,
l"nnl.:.mn Hhavun, Sth Floor, Block-A, Sah
Lake. Kolkaia-T000], from  relisble,
mesourcefial, bonafkle and expericnond s

cganiee
Specu] Purpose Velicls / Joivl Vendirea, for
i work, SL No, Namse al Wark,
Faithmmied Yabur of the work, Earmes)
Muaney Depaali, Time of Comgpletion, 1)
Bwmmining of begncy wasle snd gec sl
of land of dumpade willemg scientific
maethod located i Kalyanl Municipaliy in
Maddia dmrrici, Went Bengal om  wmbkey
bovis | Rse 1o be quoded, 2% of the conbract

dava, [2) - Somo a8 51 No-1- s Halisshar
Municipality im Monl 24 Parganas dissrice,

gquots], 2% of the comimet smount. InEm|
EMIDE: Ra 4,75 -, 365 days, Last date &
time for sobmission of Teader thromgh
onBlme: 25002025 up o 14535 b, o
details contscy the pbove office or v hath
wibdges (NI A-T D96
wow Smstla, wh oy in

Online tender is invited by the

wirk for Supply and Layving/Nixing cables
and cable trava including S&F metering

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
KMDA TENDER NOTICE

e=NIT Me, EE(DEM-VTYT-AT of 2a34-38
Two parts e<Temder m myvnsd by The
Fxecutive Engmess (D Cichd=%T1, WS
Sector, KMIOWA, fom relable, reperenond
afid resourcehal Apencies, Tod ke work
fame of Werk, Esviimsied ssouni,
Enrnest Moncy, Time of Complotion,
Opemtion and  Mamienance of waba o
regualate end monionmg e ow of webe
gl h'!l:I1I.IJ|.H_ l'l\'ﬁ"l‘ CTOTL L Ill!ﬂ" ]
dilfferem lscat s ol Sakratals
h1||.1|1.'|p.||!||1. 184 dava R 5 %0004
Ba il OET.. (84 dsva Bl sobmbsien
Clasing dae (Oa lBeel | 202 3025 @
6Dl M, lor dotail ConEscr ot ahae
aflice or vsll both websines

newkmvdanbporin  (KMIDA-10S)
I“’*.H.H.H’llﬂijﬂ A TN TS

Udyan, PHE", Tender Mo: 'WRPWIDS EES
BEDe-MIT-86/2024-25 B e-Tender D

11.02.2025 up to 15.00 Hrs, Detzils may

be downloaded from gtenderwh.nic.in
5d/- Executive Engineer, PWD

! Imabividual commeton

mmoant, Il EMD. R 10 00,0005 450

Wiest Bengal on wmbkey bals., Raie 10 be

wew witenders.govin o0 rageaapaozs

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
EE/ENHED/MW Dre. Inwie online &
tender fof the work “"Annual
Comprehensive maintenance & Break
Down Maintenance of Diel generator
Set (Make-Kirloskar) with AMF panel at
R.G. Kar MCH Campus [2025-26)." e-NIT
Mo, -WHEPWD/EE/KNHED/MNIC-161/
2024325, Tenmder Id :
2025 _WHPWD_807855_1. Bid
Submission Start Date (online)
05,/02/2025,1.05 PM  Bid Submission
Closkng Date (anlbne) (11032025 upls
1.00 P Corrigendum if amy  will be
Published Inwebsite only. Details of NIT
and Tender Documents may be
download from hitpwhtenders.gonin
5d /-5, Chakraborty/EE/KNHED//PW Die

ICA- T2 [ZWZ02S

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

SOUTH 24 PARGANAS
ZILLA PARISHAD

NIT-E8 OF 2024-25 FOR
E-TENDERING
E-lenders are inviled by the
District Enginear for 10 (12n) No
varous works of different blocks
undaer South 24 Parganas. Last
date of online submission of
lender document, Up to 2-00 P.M.
on 17-02-25. Details informations
may be oblained from the websils
rpaZdpgs.whb.gov.in
& whitenders.gow.in

EEJENHED/PW Dte. invite online &-
tender for the work * Annual
Comprehensive & Breakdown
maintenance of Oissl generator Sat
[Make-Kirloskar] with AMF panal at the
Salt Lake Sub-Divisional Hoapltal. Far
Fy=25-06" a=NIT No. - ‘WBPWD/EES
ENHED/NIO-158/2024-25 Tender Id
1031% _WEPWD_B0T7E3_1 B
Submission Start Dave {onllne)
06023025, 1.05 PV Bid Submission
Closing Date (online) :12/02/2025 upto
100 PM  Corrigendum I ary will be
Published in website only, Detalls of NIT
and Tender Documents may be
download fram
hitp://whtanders. gov.in  5d/-5
ChakrabiortyEESKNHEDS PW D,

ICA- T2ANT (22028

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
EESENHED/PW Die. invite onling a-
tender for the work “Annual
Comprefheniive & Bréeakdawn
maintengnee  of Dizel generator Set
[Miaka-Kirioskar) with AMF panel at the
B.C.Roy PGIPS , Phool Bagan . For The FY
=25-26." &-NIT Na. :-WEPWEI,." EE/
ENHED/MIG-160/70248-25 Tender |d
1025 WBPWD_BO7BIBE_1, @id
Submisslon Start Date {online)
/02,3025, 1.05 PM - Bid Submission
Closing Date [onling) :12/02/2025 upto
LOO P8 Corrigandum If sy will be
Published in webslte only, Detalls of NIT
gnd Tender Documenis may be
doawnload fram
hitp./iwbtenders.gov.in 5d4/-5.
ﬂtab:r:h:uttrfEHﬂHHED}PWDte.

ICA- T2103{ 22028

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE
EESENHED/ PN Dite. invite onllne &
tender for the work “Anpual
Comprehensive & Breakdown
mantenance  of Disel generator Set
[Make-Eirioskar ) with AMF panel at the
B.C Roy Polio , IDBG . For The FY =25-26.°
&=NIT Mo, -~ WEPWD/EE/ENHED/NIG
159/2024-2%. Tender |d
1015_WBPWOD_BO07818_1. Bid
Submission Start Date {online}
06033035, 1.05 PV Bid Submission
Closing Dwte [online) :12/02 2035 uptd
LOO P Coerigendum If oy will be
Published in website anly. Detakls af NIT

afd Tendér Documents may be
downlioad from
hitp://whienders.gov.in  5d/-5.

Chakrabarty/EESKNHED/PW Dte,

G TS0 N20TE

NOTICE INVITING
E-TENDER

Tenders are invited by Executive
Dfficer, Mathurapur-l Panchayat
Samitl under MPLAD and MAME
fund thiough the NlaT Mo, 354 &
355, Last date of application of
MlaT No. 354 is 05-02-2025 and
MlaT No. 355 is 19-02-2025 up to
5-30 p.m. For detalls, please visit

www.whiondoers.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Officer
Mathurapur-l Panchayat Samiti
South 24 Parganas

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

On behall af the Governar of Wel
Bengal, E-Tender is Inwited by the
CAMOH;, Dakshin Dinajpur far
fallowing e-tfender: [E-tender No
DHFWS/ANTCPMIZE dated
JH.01.208%) retourceiul
¢ligible agency having sxparience in
gimilar mnature of works Bid
Submisslon Cloning Date:
07.02.2025 at 04.00 PM. For details
|e-kender), please vitit the webiite
www whignders.gov.in and Office
of the Undersigned,
S5d/-CMOH, DfDinajpur

BCA- THMCETE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
P [Aoads) Directorats

Notlen lmyiting a- Tender
SEAWHC= mvited online fendaer for
e-NIT Mo, 10 af 2024-25 for the wark of
“Aestoration work of road pavernent
and hard shoulder damaged by PHE
Dpartmaent for their plpe laying work st
Katachara Bhagabatipur Road from 1,80
km to 720 km of Serampone Bridge
Highway Sub-Division wundeéer Hooghly
Highway Divisdon Mo, 2w {Roadsy)
Directorate, [Znd Call]. Estimated
amount (A5 1,88, 30,691.00, Tender 1D
2025 WEPWD_8208174_1. Bid
Submisslon End Date: 30.02 2025 at
02,00 PM, Detadls may be obtasned from
the website https.//whisnders gowin &
Office Notice Boarnd, For any darificaton
reganding upload B downlosd, Bidder
may contact PWD e-Tender Help Desk
through Phaone Mo. (033) X3X3-E236.
Corrigendum or Addendum if szued will
be published only through Website
Sdf-SE WHC-11, PW.IR|Dt=

Ka- TEM N2

I'FEsiET

PWD TENDER NOTICE
Superintending Engineer, South

Papchim Medinpud
internal road. Drainage system

vieal JU23-M2d-Balante works (Civil)
Project ID-F52425264245000°
Eatimated Amoun
MieT No. 11 of 2028-200% Tender 1D

wubmission start date (onling)
0. 02,2025 from
Submission closing date [online)
£23.02.2025 At 15,00 Hours

Louth-Western Circle, P\W. Dte,

PWD TENDER NOTICE

Higheay  Lircle,

fod the work of
Road from 0U00 Kmp to 10,300 Kmp

Highway Sub-Division of South 24 Pga

cost Re  17.9E.16,095.00 Tender D

Road from 000 Km  to 9100 Em

Estimabed cost @ As.

zubmission
31.01.2025 from

if amy will be published in the website

may be downloaded from

LAY ERNMENT OF WIEST BE N Al

Western Cinde, PW.De, Midnapore
imited online etender for the work
“Construction of paddy Godoswn (3000
MY, Capacity) at Sabang in the District of
Comitruction of

Soundary wall with one gate and sentry
pogl, Conmptroctsan of tollet block for
malke and lemabe, fixing fire extingulsher
and other ancillary works during the

Ri. 1.97.18 815 040
1025 WBPWD BOTEGES 1  Bid

10,00 Hours Bigd

Corrigendum il any will be published In
weebsite only, Details of KleT and Tender
documents may be downipaded from

hitp-//whtenders. gowin  Sdf- Tarun Kr
Chakraborty, Superintending Engineer,

ICA- TZ2033)2025

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Superintending Engineer, Southem
Block-l, 2nd floo,
WRITERS BUILDINGS  Kollata-700001
&NIT No 14 of 2024-25 {51401 & 02) of
SESML, PWRD Inwites anline e-Tender
1. Gocharan Dhosahat

strengihening Work- wunder Barulpur

Highveay Dévision in the divtrict of South
24 Parganad under RIDE XXX, Estimaled

2005 _5H_BOTIBA_1. 1. Hotor Amraisia
wrengthening works under Soutlh 24
Pargansi Highway Diviglon in the
Dstrict of South 24 Parganas under RIDF
0K During the financial Year 2024-2025
11,95, 756,929.00
Tender D 2025 _5H _BOT2B4 2, Bld
start date [online)
3.00pm. Bid
submission end date {(online)
21022025 wpto 2:00 PM Corrigendum

Detadls of NIT and tender documents

hitps-//whienders. govin & Office
Motice Board 5d/- SEfSHC PW.[Roads)
HCh- TZHO{3p2028

WHILDD, e-NTT

Expcutve Enginesr |A-), Berhampore-1i|A-1
Divizion, Berfampore, Murshidabad reftes
E=NIT on belwmll ol the Gowesnr o Wed
@engal for the work “Wedriliing wilh sllied
ks of Pariabia | VB4/M) OTW &l Paralia

mowra urddor Burwesn Mook of Muriheiated

District  whdsr [escutive  Drgimess (A0
fierhampore=ll [A:]] Desipon woder Saigeen

Mushaomarin |Core-lector] pragrammas for

For dolsls peesse ved o

Wil e gon bl | ivid] Wb B oindy
5.
Erecutive EngrieerA |
Berhamporne B4 ) Dson
Berbampors, Musshigabed

Rha P, J008-25, vidle #-NIT mo. WRDDTE A
I/ Ber-0) eliT- 20 of 200429 arel Teraler il
; 20258 WrDD _bBDSG&T 1.
fEnador of M4, 110068005 Last dste o prlis
bl swbmbilon 17002078 apto 0200 P
Wit
v Whebenders govin, Corngesdum if any

Amsue  pal  iB

ICA- TI2eh2p=nes

EMDA TENDER MOTIHE
2024.25

Eatimuiedd Ammumni,

Soabileat ion wilh
inseallation, repairing,
menovaihsn ol the

supply,

Municipal  Cormporaiion,  Howvah

offsce or visit both websites

www, whienders.gov.in

epaper.thestatesman.com

www kel whseoydin  (ESIA- )98

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Sealed two part em rale e-tender s inviled
by the Superintemhing Engmest (EW-1.
Bt Sector, KMDA, fth Moor, Linnarysn
Bhavun, Kolksts-700001, (rom  sepaied
Contractors having Electrica! Contraceon s
Laoemse, for the work, Name of Work.
Enmest  Money,
Time af Completbon, Réjuwenaiss &
dedivery,
overhauling  and
Ekcimnwchanicsl
eduipment of M) MGD Waeter Trestmes
Pl {WTF) 81 Padmapikior andss Howrsh

by

Replicenmwnl & Resvalion of specilind
Elecirical Mechonical Eguipment  with
neceasary Testing, Commissioning & Trial
Run Operntion., lem Bae (o be Ouoted
by the Hidder), Bs, 000K [ Ten Lac)
{Differentio] amount of 2% of ihe Cuoted
amoum & the deposited EMID. ix 10 be
sisheratied] by lhe soccessiul hadder alier
tesiagmee af LOLL and peior b sssance of
Work Order., 12 Momths incleding the 03
moanth Tréal Ron, Last dote & time of
Oinline Bid Solmbssion: 2500 3035 wpeo
15,00 hrs., for detals comact the above

ICA- T2V58(3VI0EE

FWD TENDER NOTICE

EE, Burdwan Divnm., Soclal Sector,
P Dte. invites onling e-tender NIT, Ko
WEPWD/SS/EE/BDN/NIT_15/2024-
2025 for the work of 1 1, Construction of
shid over the roof of Cffice building and
fming soma chajla on hostel bullding at
Nuriing promaotes Training Schoal in the
dist. Purba Bardhaman  Project 10:-
HWE2425242015000, Rs. 9,568,254/
Tender 1D- 2025_WBPWD_ BOBDES_1
Bid submission Start date [Onlina)i-
QF 022025, 01:30 PM. Bid sulbbmilssion
clating daete (Online):- 18.02.2024,
03:30 BM. Corrggendum If any will ba
published in website only, Detalls of NIT
snd tender Documents may be
downloaded from

bt/ fwhienders.goviin 54/ EE/BDN
DIVN/SS/PWD I A= TEIR{INE02E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Motios Inviting Tender

On-line Tender 5 belng Invived by EE,
Birblum Electrical Division, PWD, for —
“Annos Maintenance [Preaventive B
Breakdown) Contract of complete
Electrical Installation including Sub-
Ctatron & Annual, Preventive & routing
on-tite maintenance of the complete
Fire Detection system by engaging
ruitable qualified manpower at
Rampurhal Gowtl, Medical ':E"EEE B
Hospltal, Rampurhat, Birbhum
Bampurhat Electrical Sub-Divislopn,
FWD, (far ODae Year].Tender Mo
BRED/ 147 fe-M10h (18t call) of J024-25,
Tender 10:-202%_WLFND_BORI17_1,
Bid pubminsion closing Date- 1704, 2025%
wpts 0100 @, For mord information
Vien hftpedSwihtesdergowin Sd/- 5K
Mallick, Executive Enginsar. PWD,
Birtvbim Electrical Divigion

ICA- T22XNIFH028

PW.[Roads) Directorate

Motice Inviting e-Tender
SESMWHC-I bvyltes online tenders for e
NIT Mo, 09 of 2004-25 for the following 3
fos. wiorks! 5. Mo, 1 "Palba Keswaia
road 0,00 km 18 5. 14 km, Widening and
Strengthening work under Hooghty
Highway Divislon No-l, PW.[Roads)
Directorate in the District of Hooghly
under RIDE-XXK." Estimated amount pul
to Tender: o /,50,65 876,00, Tender 1D
1025 _WBPWD_EBOT610_1
51, Mo, 2 "Link Road of STKK Road to
Panchpara - Dawarpara Road from 0,00
ikm to 4. 584 km, Widening and
Strengthening work under Hooghly
Highway Divislon No.-ll, PW.(Roads)
Directorate in the District of Hooghly
undes RIDF-XXX." Estimated amount put
to Tender: As. #,26,85, 790,00, Tender 1D
2045 _WBPFPWD_BOTE10_12
51, Neo. 3 “Kabley Moloypur Health
Centre Road from 0.00kmp to 8.20 kom.,
Strengthening work under Hooghly
Highway Diwision Mo.-l, PW.{Roads)
Directorate in the district of Hooghly
under RIDF-XXX." Estimated amount put
to Tender: Rs. 9.55,17,3.26,00, Tender i
1025 WBPWO_BOT610_3. Bid
Submission End Date: 70.02.3075 =t
i02.00 PM. Details may be obtained from
the website https:/whtenders govin &
Office Motlce Board. For any clarification
regarding upload B download, Bidder
mgy contact PWD e-Tender Help Degk
through FPhone Mo, (033) 2333-6336
Corrigendurm or Addendurn if ssued will
be published anly through ‘Website
5cf= SEAWHE-1, PwR) Due,

IC&: T2URE{ 32026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

CORRIGENDUM
It s to notify all concern that following changes has been made in NieT No
PHE/SWSD/JEE/NIeT-28 of 2024-25 [51. No. D1) Tor Tender ID:

2025_PHED_798123_1 of this office

Particulars

in place of

To be Read As

Both Technical and financial bid |
submitsion closing dale [onling]

Date pnd Time of Dpening
Technical Proposals |anbineg|

J8.01.2025 upto
02:00 Pm

300012025
04:00 Biv

10.02. 2005 upto
0200 FM

12.02.203%
0200 Fm

Plesse log-in in the following website : https/fwhbienders gov in for detalls.

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS WILL REMAIN SAME

IC#- TRIE | 4pT02%

Sdf-
Exetutive Engineer
Siliguri W5 Division

FHE e
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Govtordershaltat

IV fluid production
unitat Baruipur

Thisisthesecondsuch companydirected by thestate
governmenttostop productionafterthe deathofamother

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

fter the Paschim

Banga Pharmaceu-

tical, the state health

epartment directed

yetanother company, Phar-

ma Impex Laboratories, in

Baruipur of South 24-Par-

ganas to stop production of

all categories of medicines,
including saline.

With the health depart-
ment’s directives to stop
productions in the manu-
facturing units of the two
major pharma companies
that supply saline in most
of the governmenthospitals
and private healthcare facil-
ities across West Bengal,
there might be a huge crisis
in supply of the life-saving
IV fluids in the state.

About a month ago,
Paschim Banga Pharmaceu-
ticals on the directives of
the state health department
had stopped productionsin
its North Dinajpur unit after
one new mother died and
four others fell critically ill
after giving birth to their
babies at the Midnapore
Medical College Hospital.

It is alleged that all the
five mothers were given
Ringer’s Lactate saline man-
ufactured by the company
during their caesarean deliv-
eries.

On 29 January, the Direc-
torate of Drugs Control
(DDC), under the health
department, issued an order
directing the Pharma Impex
Laboratories to stop pro-
duction of all kinds of med-
icines at its Baruipur unit.

“An inspection carried

out from 21-23 January by
assistant drugs controller
(I), CDSCO HQ, New Delhi
and Inspectors of CDSCO
HQ New Delhi and CDSCO
(east zone) Kolkata along
with inspectors of State Drugs
Control Directorate of their
manufacturing factory M/S
PharmaImpexLaboratories
Pvt Ltd of South Uttarbhag,
Ramnagar, Baruipur, South
24-Parganas, West Bengal —
743387 for Risk Based Inspec-
tion.

It was appeared grossly
deficient (Critical 05 & Major
26) in compliance with the
current GMP standards
(Schedule L1, Schedule-M)
of the Drugs & Cosmetics
Rules 1945,” the DDC order
stated.

CDSCO stands for Central
Drug Standard Control
Organisation under the Union
ministry of health while the
GMP stands for good man-
ufacturing practice.

“In exercise of power con-
ferred upon the Deputy Direc-
tor of Drugs Control, Gov-
ernment of West Bengal as
licensing authority for the
purpose of the part VII of
the Drugs & Cosmetics Act
and Rules, the firm is hereby
ordered to stop the manu-
facturing activity of all cat-
egories of drugs manufac-
tured under the license no.

(

DL 2/SLA/CAA/WB dated
03.04.2017 at the site till the
rectification of thereported
deficiencies, as per Rule 85(2)
of the Drugs Rules 1945 in
the interest of the public
service,” it stated.

A senior official of the
state health department
feared that there would be
a huge crisis in supply of
saline across West Bengal.
Other states where two com-
panies supply their products
may also be affected.

The Mamata Banerjee
government had engaged
the company in Baruipur
through a tender selection
process to supply their saline
to government hospitals in
the state after it suspended
productionsin the Paschim
Banga Pharmaceutical fol-
lowing the death of a new
mother and critical illness
of four othersin Midnapore
Medical College Hospital.

“Government hospitals
in the state require more
than 1.2 crore bottles of
saline every year. The two
companies manufacture
more than 75 per cent of
the annual requirements in
public healthcare units
besides private sector facil-
ities,” an official of the central
medical store (CMS), under
the health department that
procures saline.

Abhishek writeson
Sebaashray camps’success

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

Trinamul Congress national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee expressed
satisfaction over the great success of
the ongoing Sebaashray camps today.
The camps had started in Diamond
HarbourAssembly seaton 2 January
and the camps entered the 28th day

today.

Mr Banerjee wrote in his X-handle:
"When Sebaashraywaslaunched on
January 2, 2025 from Diamond

Harbour AS, it was driven by

simple conviction: every individual
deserves access to quality healthcare.
What has unfolded over the last 28
days has been nothingshort of extraor-

dinary.

“Surpassing every expectation,
Sebaashray has touched the lives of
over 5 lakh people - a number that

reflects not just the initiative's scale
but the trust and faith placed in it by
those it seeks to serve. Just today
9,862 individuals in Bishnupurreceived
medical care, underscoring the unpar-

’thiim www_lijat.com

Lijjat Papad Hn Harbr... :
Karram o '

Kurram...
Kurram

Email : anqunry@llual com

EECIRT TEIFT

alleled reach and impact of this effort.

“The response to Sebaashray is
both humbling and inspiring. It
strengthens our resolve to continue
working tirelessly for the welfare of
those who rely on us."

The camps started in Diamond
Harbour and then moved to Falta
and now being held at Bishnupur. It
will be held in Metiabruz, Satgachia,
Budge Budge and Maheshtala.

one

HC asked state med council
registrar to resign by today

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

The Calcutta High Court on
Thursday directed Manas
Chakraborty, registrar of the
West Bengal Medical Council
(WBMC(), to resign from the
post voluntarily by 5 p.m.
on 31 January because he is
holding the postillegally for
more than five years even
after hisretirementin 2019.

Mr Chakraborty has been
occupying the chair without
taking any approval from
the state government.

The HC has also directed

if he or she holds the post
after his retirement. Mr
Chakraborty retired on 1
November in 2019.

Challenging Mr
Chakraborty’s portfolio as
the WBMC registrar even
after his retirement, a case
was filed in the high court.

Earlier, different bodies
of doctors had lodged com-
plaints with the health depart-
ment against the state medical
council for allowing Mr
Chakraborty to continue the
post for so many years ille-
gally.

Swasthya Bhaban, health

SER review meeting: Hitendra Malhotra, mem-
ber operations & business development, Railway
Board visited South Eastern Railway(SER) head-
quarters, Garden Reach on Thursday and held a
high-level meeting with Anil Kumar Mishra, gen-
eral manager, South Eastern Railway. Soumitra
Majumdar, additional general manager and other
principal head of the departments of SER were
also present during the meeting. Mr Malhotra also held a review meeting of
operating and commercial departments of South Eastern Railway on Thursday.

the government to take nec-
essary measures to remove
him from the postifhe does
not resign within the dead-
line.

Today, the Chief Justice
(C)) TS Sivagnanam directed
thathe would be removed if
he does not resign voluntarily.

The CJ alsoraised questions
saying: “How did he hold
the post for so many years
without any approval of the
state government?”

Asper the Bengal Medical
Act, the state medical council
registrar must take clearance
from the state government

department headquarters at
Salt Lake, had also found
irregularities in making him
registrar again for another
five years since 2019 keeping
the state in the dark.

It had also ordered the
council to appoint a new
registrar.

DURGAPUR INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT AND SCINECE

(Formerly Bengal College of Engineering and Technology, CC-324)
|L Apprmrld and Affiliated to MAKAUT, WB. J

f PROFESSOR + ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Bachalur of Computer Application

Bachelor of Business Administration
Eligibility : As per MAKAUT Norms

Apply within 10 days with all testimonials to the mentioned address.
E-mail : dims.beet@gmail.com [ beet_dgp@rediffmail.com

5.5.B Sarani, Bidhan Nagar, Durgapur-713212, West Bengal

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

of Science and Technology and Biotechnology
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Advanced Course in Geoinformatics

(12" 1o 19" February, 2025)
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o
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Passengers are requested to reauh the concerned statmn to
board the special trains scheduled towards their destination

In the Direction of-

Towards Vind
P1. Deen Dayal

al, Mirzapur, Chunar, Chopan,
hyaya Jn. (Mughalsarai), Buxar, Palna,
Gaya, Ranchi, Jasidih, Asansol, Howrah and Puri

Prayagraj Jn., Naini Jn.,
Prayagraj Chheoki

Towards Shankargarh, Dabhaura, Manikpur, Chitrakut,

Mahaoba, Virangana Lakshmibai Jhansi, Gwalior, Bina,

Satna, Maihar, Katni, Jabalpur, Itarsi, Bhopal, Raipur,
Bilaspur, Durg, Nagpur, Kalyan and Mumbai

Towards Sirathu, Fatehpur, Kanpur, Panki Dham, Etawah,
Tundia, Agra, Aligarh, Meerut, Delhi, Chandigarh and Jammu

s

Towards Unchahar, Raebareli, Lucknow, Hardoi, Bareilly,
Saharanpur, Haridwar, Rishikesh, Janghai, Bhadohi, Jaunpur,

Pratapgarh, Ayodhya, Gonda and Bahraich

Prayag Jn.,
Phaphamau Jn.

Towards Gyanpur Road, Varanasi, Mau, Bhatni,
Gorakhpur, Ballia and Chhapra

SEVEDE]
Rambagh, Jhusi

Exit from Prayagraj Jn. -

Prayagraj Jn., Naini Jn.,
Prayagraj Chheoki

Prayagraj Jn.,
Subedarganj

Arrangement for Entry and Exit at Prayagraj Jn.,
subedarganj, Naini Jn., & Prayagra] Chheoki stations prior
to one day and after two days of the main bathing festivals.

from Civil Lines side only
Entry to Prayagraj Jn. - from City side only through Leader Road

Passenger gnr.inuurus mgda for different directions at Prayagraj Jn.

Entry Gate No.
& Colour

Red
Colour

Blue
Colour

3 cion 3 diow

Green
Colour

Green
Colour

Enclosure
No. & Colour

Red
Colour

Blue
Eulnur

Direction

For Reserved Ticket Passengers

Towards Varanasi & Lucknow

Towards Mirzapur, Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn, (Mughalsarai)

owards Manikpur, Virangana
Llluhmibll Jhansi, Satna

Towards Kanpur, Agra, Delhi

Platform No.,

7:10
4,5
1N
2,3

From Announced
Platform No.

25, @CPRONCR

¥ North central railways

o

""’!i.-‘l .
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Impnrtant Nﬂtice | = :
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.':_h.-'

ities,jo# Hall | Passeng
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Exlt from Naini Jn. -

Entry to Naini Jn. - from Station Road side only
Passenger enclosures made for different directions at Naini Jn.

from Maal Godam side only

Enclosure
No. & Colour

1 Green
Colour

1 Blue
Colour

1 Red
Caolour

Direction

Towards Kanpur

Towards Manikpur, Chitrakut,
Virangana Lakshmibai Jhansi

Towards Manikpur, Satna, Jabalpur

- From Announced
2 For Reserved Ticket Passengers Platform No.
3 4 4 B.A Yellow | Towards Mirzapur, Pt. Deen Dayal 1

5 " Colour| Upadhyaya Jn. (Mughalsarai)

Exit from Prayagraj Chheoki Station - from GEC Road side only
Entry to Prayagraj Chheoki Station - from COD Road side only
Passenger enclosures made for different directions at Prayagraj Chheoki station

En
Gate No.

1 B Colour
1A 2 Elzﬁldur
2

Enclosure
No. & Colour

Green

Direction Platform No.

1,2
3,4

From Announced
Platform No.

Towards Mirzapur, Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn, (Mughalsarai)

Towards Manikpur, Virangana
Lakshmibal Jhansi, Satna, Jabalpur

For Reserved Ticket Passengers

Exit from Subedarganj Station - from GT Road side only
Entry to Subedarganj Station - from Jhalwa side only
Passenger enclosures made for different directions at Subedarganj Station

-r:"'+

«fF On a piece of paper, write the name, maobile number and complete

o~ Be cautious of pickpockets and unsocial elements and take care of

o Carefully look at the people around you and observe if there are any

o While the train is leaving the platform, passengers should be

o Carry your luggage only through porters or workers of the

o~ In case of any incident or problem, immediately inform and seek help

o~ Do not touch any unclaimed object, it may be a bomb or any other

@ Do not consume any food or consumables offered by an unknown

o Pulling chain unnecessarily 1o stop a moving train Is a crime

o Always buy tickets from the ticket window, ATVM or Mobile Ticket

o Do not spoil the station or train compartment, it is a punishable
o Do not travel on the roof of the train, as the high voltage electnical
o Do not smoke on the station premises, it may cause fire and is also a

ol For a comlortable journey, do not carry excess luggage.

Impurtant suggestions for pilgrims.
Do this definitely

address of a family member and keep it in the pocket of small
children or elderly people accompanying you, so that if they are lost
they can easily be traced and sent back to you. Similarty, also keep a
slip with complete address in your suitcase and bag.

your belongings. Duning train journey, keep your suitcases, briefcases
etc. tied to a chain attached to the seat or berth and keep it locked.

suspicious person/item. In case of any suspicious object, seek help
and inform the nearest policeman immediately.

cautious about their jewellery they are wearing and secure their
other valuables items

passenger facility centre and note down their badge numbers

from Railway Police and Railway Protection Force.
Do not do this at all

explosive object. Immediately inform the Railway Police/Railway
Protection Force personnel or call 139.

person, it may contain poison. Buy food tems only from authorized
vendors.

Offenders can be fined or [ailed or both.

Vending Machine avallable with the railway employees, do not buy
tickets from any unauthorized person.

pifense
wires can be fatal

punishable offence,

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

) cproncrly [ CPRONCR B www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

Mobility is our Hallmark

epaper.thestatesman.com

17925 FA

Ent Enclosure Kumbh Rail Outwormaton riie 0 rovays &
G NS Direction Platform No. | Wty WM sators ot rsoms e e Ko
1 — Towards Kanpur, Agra, Delhi 1 Railway Toll Free no.
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AndhraPradeshlaunches

WhatsApp governance

Govthopestoreduce frequentvisitstogovt offices by citizensforavailing certainservices

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 30 JANUARY

nthefirstsuchinitiative
across the country, the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment todaylaunched its
“WhatsApp governance
model” under ‘Mana Mitra’
which would enable the public
toavail 161 services through
the messaging app. C. Calling
it a bridge between the gov-
ernment and the people, this
waslaunched by IT minister
Nara Lokesh at hisresidence
in Undavalli today. The state
government allocated an offi-
cial WhatsApp number
9552300009 for this purpose.
Launchingtheservice, IT
and education minister Nara
Lokesh said that governance
was now in the hands of the
people since their government
was truly a people’s govern-

ment. He said the idea of
using this messaging app to
deliver citizen-centric services
came to him while he was
conducting his padayatra
“Yuvagalam” when he was
in the Opposition. One of
the key complaints of the
people was that they had to
make several rounds at the

the certificates. “Every house
has a smartphone in their
pocket. Nearly 60 per cent
of people have a smartphone.
They all install WhatsApp on
their phone. I thought of
working with WhatsApp dur-
ing the Yuvagalam Padayatra.
I met and spoke to Meta
India vice president Sandhya
Devanathan... On 22 October

government offices to get

GP Singh takes charge as
CRPF's hew Director General

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Senior Indian Police Service
(IPS) officer Gyanendra Pratap
Singh, commonly known as
GP Singh, took charge as the
new Director General of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) on Thursday.

The 1991-batch Indian
Police Service officer of the
Assam-Meghalaya cadre, Singh
assumed charge, taking over
from officiating chiefand Spe-
cial Director General of the
force Vitul Kumar, at CRPF
Headquarters.

Hewas appointed Director
General of the CRPF by the

Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet on 18 January
2025, with his tenure effective
from the date he assumed
charge. Singh's term with con-
tinue until his superannuation
on 30 November 2027.
Before his appointment,
Singh held various key positions
inlawenforcement, including

servingas the Director General
of Assam Police. Over the
years, he has played a crucial
role in counter-insurgency
operations, policingreforms,
and maintaining law and
order.

As the new head of the
CRPF, India's largest para-
military force, Singh will be
responsible for overseeingits
operationsacross the country,
including counter-terrorism,
internal security, and law
enforcement duties in con-
flict-prone regions. Hislead-
ership arrives at a time when
the CRPF continues to play a
vital role in national security
and counter-insurgency efforts.

last year, an agreement was
signed with Meta in Delhi.
We are launching it in three
months and nine days after
the MoU.”

He added that a total of
36 departments will have to
be connected to WhatsApp
Governance. In the first phase,
161 civic services will be avail-
able while in the second

phase, another 360 services
will be added. “When cer-
tificates will be provided, a
special QR code will be on
them. If scanned the QR Code
will take you to the AP gov-
ernment website. With this,
there will be no room for
fake certificates,” said the
minister. The public can use
WhatsApp messaging services
to book tickets for temple
darshans and government-
run bus services, get various
certificates, property tax pay-
ments, electricity bills and
so on. Chiefminister N Chan-
drababu Naidu also hailed
the initiative by posting on
social media as did other
TDP leaders pointing out it
was their government that
had pioneered e-governance
way back in 1995 and now
30 years later introduced
WhatsApp governance.

Dravidianideology followers continue
tomock Mahatma Gandhi: TN Guv

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 30 JANUARY

Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi on Thursday charged
the followers of the Dravidian
ideology with mocking the

father of the nation, Mahatma

Gandhi.

“During his lifetime Gand-
hi Jiwas vigorously opposed
and mocked by the followers
of the Dravidian ideology.
But should he be mocked
even today?” Ravi asked in a
social media post, painting
the DMK and Chief Minister
MK Stalin as not honouring
the Mahatma in a befitting
manner.

Turning the 77th death
anniversary of the apostle
of peace, observed as Martyrs’
Day, into a controversy, Ravi
questioned the choice of the

venue for holding the event

to mark the occasion, the
Government Museum adjoin-

ing the iconic Connemara

Libraryin Egmore in the city.
In the past, Ravi had joined

Chief Minister MK Stalin in
paying floral tributes to the
Mahatma at the same venue.
But this time around he
stayed away and instead paid
homage to the father of the
nation at the Gandhi Mantap,
inasprawling campus close
to the Guindy National Park,
near the Raj Bhavan.

After the eventat Egmore
Museum, the Chief Minister
administered the pledge
againstuntouchability at the
State Secretariat, Fort St
George, the Governor paid
floral tributes to Gandhiji at
the Raj Bhavan and later at
the Gandhi Mantap where

he also administered the
pledge.

Instead of holding the
event atthe Gandhi Mantap,
built by late Chief Minister
and Congress stalwart K
Kamaraj, whyisitbeingheld
atanot-so-significant place
is his grouse.

“Gandhi Mandapam s a
grand memorial of the Father
of the Nation built over a
sprawling land adjacent to
the Guindy National Park,
Chennai by K Kamaraj in
1956. Does it make any sense
to do Gandhi memorial events
— birthday and martyrdom
dayin acorner of a city muse-
um?

"My repeated requests to
the Chief Minister to accord
due respect to the Father of
the Nation and hold such
eventsinabefitting manner
at the Gandhi Mandapam
met with stubborn refusal,”
read the post, in which the
PMO and the Union Home
Ministry were tagged among
others.

SatheesanrejectsIUMLleader’s ‘men, women not equal’ statement

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
30 JANUARY

Oppositionleaderin Kerala
Assembly, V D Satheesan
on Thursday distanced him-
self from the remarks made
by Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) state general
secretary P M A Salam regard-
ing gender equality.

Speaking to media per-
sons in Malappuram,
Satheesan rejected Salam’s
claim that gender equality
was amisbeliefand anyone
claiming thatis only closing
their eyes to make it dark.
He said thatit may probably
be Salam’s personal view,
and he is entitled to express
his personal views.

People of Telangana deserve answer from
Congress on unkept promises: K T Rama Rao

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 30 JANUARY

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
working presidentK. T.Rama
Rao on Thursday said that
people of Telangana deserve
an answer from the Congress
leadership on broken promises.
KTR, as Rama Rao is pop-
ularly known, tagged top Con-
gressleader Rahul Gandhiin
a post on '420 promises'.
"Today marks the 420th
day of the dishonest rule of

Congress riding on the 420
poll promises to people of
Telangana. 420 days of fake
guarantees, broken promises,
untruthful declarations and
false affidavits," KTR posted.

The BRSleader said Mahat-
ma Gandhiwould have been
ashamed to see how hopes
get destroyed and lies are
unabatedly sold.

"There is no greater fraud
than abroken promise! People
of Telangana deserve answers
from AICC leadership," the

BRS leader added.

Meanwhile, BRS organised
a unique protest across the
state on Thursday over unkept
promises. Asamark of protest
on the failure to keep promises
made during the election
campaign, the BRS leaders
and cadre presented a rep-
resentation to the statues of
Mahatma Gandhi at various
places across the state.

As the protest coincided
with the death anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi, the BRS

leaders symbolically presented
representations to statues of
Father of the Nation.

Alleging that the Congress
government failed to keep
420 promises made during
2023 Assembly elections, the
BRS organised the proteston
a day when the government
completed 420 days at the
helm.

The BRSleaders and cadres
garlanded the statues of Mahat-
ma Gandhibefore presenting
the representations.

Classified
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"It was probably his per-
sonal view. We do not agree
with his stand. That is not
our stand. We stand for gen-
der justice. We believe women
and men are equal. There is
no compromise on that,”
Satheesan said.

Congress-ally Indian
Union Muslim League's

Spurned man slits woman
student's throat near col-
lege: In a shocking inci-
dent, a spurned lover bru-
tally killed a college stu-
dent in broad daylight by
slitting her throat after
she refused to marry him
in Raichur district, Karnata-
ka. The accused has surren-
dered to the police after
committing the crime. The
deceased student has been
identified as Shifa (24),
while the accused is Mubin,
a worker at a tile shop. The
incident took place within
the limits of the Sind-
hanoor Town police sta-
tion. Police said that Shifa,
who was pursuing an MSc
at a private college in Sind-
hanoor town, commuted
daily from Lingasaguru.
AGENCIES
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(IUML) state general secretary
P M A Salam has sparked a
controversy on Wednesday
by stating that gender equal-
ity was amisbelief, and that
men and women are not
equal. He also said that the
world has notaccepted that
they are equal.

Speaking to media persons

The IUML is a major
constituent in the
Congress-led UDF in
Kerala

in Malappuram on Wednes-
day, Salam said women and
men are not equal and any-
one claiming that is only
closing their eyes to make it
dark. He said the Muslim
League stands for gender
justice and not for gender
equality. Isn't there a separate
seat on the bus, or do we
even sit on the same bench
in school? Isn't it different?
Isn't all this because both
are different, PMA Salam
asked.

“Gender equality is not

the policy of the Muslim
League. Gender justice is
our policy,” Salam said and
asked: “Can it be said that
men and women are equal
in everyway?.” Has the world
accepted that? Why do we
have separate competitions
for men and women in the
Olympics, isn't it because
they are different?” he further
asked.

Some people are raising
this argument to gain
applausein the society. The
Muslim League has a clear
policyin thisregard. Women
need social justice. Women
and men need equal justice,
but they are not equal.

The TUML is a major
constituentin the Congress-
led UDF in Kerala.

INFORMATION WANTED
-y :

Thisis the photograph of Unknown
Male Dead Body, found on 27.12.2024
fram by UP Train &nd Lying Dead
Body In between P/No. 24, out side
the Track, Description of this
Deadbody 15: Age=27-28 Years, Sex:
Male, Complexion-Fair, Height-5
Feet? Inch , Bulld=Normal, Halr-
Black, Wearing-Black Yellow Full T-
Shirt, Black Jeans. Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kalkata-700027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

ICA-D241(3)/2025

I, PRAGATI Karmakar,
D/o. Kartick Karmakar after

I, RAMA Saha, D/o. Sunil |
Saha, W/o. Jaydip, residing |

Executive

Howrah Court vide Affidavit

I, ANUSKA Khatua, D/o. |
Roy Khatua, |

|
Magistrate |
i Maitreyee

The Statesman

INFORMATION WANTED

-

This 15 the photograph of Unknown
Male Dead Body, found on 19.12.2024
from Middle of Train and Lying Dead
Body in betwaen P/Na 5, out side the
track, Description of this Deadbody
i5: Age-70 Years, S5ex: Male
Complexion-Fair, Height-5 Feat 3
Inch , Build-Normal, Hair-Black
Wearing-Red Full Full T-5hirt, Blue
Shirt & White and- Red Gamcha
Please Contact Officer in Charge
Missing Persons Bureay, C.1.D., West
Bengal, Bhaban| Bhaban, Kolkata-
100027, Ph, No.-033-2450-6120

ICA-D240( 3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

RURDWAN RPy

D CASE MO 116/ My

This 5 the phatograph of Unknown
Female Dead Beody, found on
d7.11,2024 under Burdwan GRPS
area, Description of this Deadbody
is: Age=45 Years, Sex: Female,
Complexion-Shallow, Helght-5 Feet
1 Inch , Bulld=Thin, Halr-Long Black,
Wearing- Graen Printed Nighty and
Pink Colour Bra, Please Contact
afficer in Charge, Missing Persans
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal,
Bhaban| Bhaban, Kolkata-700027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6124

ICA-D239(3)/2025

marriage became Pragati
Ash, now after divorce,
again to be known again as
Pragati Karmakar for all pur-
poses vide affidavit of 1st

Class Metropolitan
Magistrate  Kolkata on
16-07-2019.

1, SOUMITRA
Mukherjee, son of Late
Sankar Mukherjee, father of
Srijan Mukherjee, hereby
declare that my son's name
has been changed to
Saptarshi Mukherjee
through an affidavit bearing
No. 2585 sworn before the

First Class Judicial
Magistrate, Calcutta Court,
dated 16-01-2025.

Henceforth, he shall be
known as Saptarshi
Mukherjee for all purposes.

I, KHALID Bin Rashid,
S/o. Shaikh Abdur Rashid,
residing at Block-2, Flat 4B,
72, Tiljala Road, Gobinda
Khatick Road, Kolkata-
700046. My name has been
wrongfully spelt out
Mohammed Khalid Bin
Rashid as Passport No.
M8624879. | declared
before the Ld. 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at
Alipore, vide Affidavit No.
7802, dated 28-01-2025,
Khalid Bin Rashid and
Mohammed Khalid Bin
Rashid are same and identi-
cal person.

at Kabi Sukanta Coop, 19B,
Ultadanga Main Road,
Telengabagan, KIT Scheme
VIII(M), Kolkata-700067,
have changed my name and

shall henceforth be known :
as Rama Saha Deb as '
declared before the Notary :
Public Sealdah Court vide |
| Matharoo, S/o. Late Kewal

affidavit on dated 06-01-
2025. That Rama Saha and
Rama Saha Deb both are
same and identical person.

I, BIPOD Ghosh, S/o.
Late Kamal Ghosh, R/o.
Vill.:  Chuakhali, P.O.:
Rupdaha, P.S.: Dhubulia,
Dist.: Nadia, Pin-741140, do
hereby declare that have
changed my name from
Bipod Ghosh to Bipad
Ghosh and henceforth |
shall be known as Bipad
Ghosh in all purposes vide
Affidavit No. 1716 sworn
before the Ld. Executive
Magistrate (1st Class) at
Krishnagar, Nadia on 29-01-
2025. Bipad Ghosh and
Bipod Ghosh both are same
and one identical person.

I, VARINDER Kaur
Matharoo, D/o. Balvinder
Singh, W/o. Manijit Singh
Matharoo, residing at 12/1,
Akshay Kumar Chatterjee
Lane, P.O.: Salkia, Howrah-
711106 is known by the
name Varinder Kaur
Matharoo as declared
before First Class

iNo. 06AC 126176 Dated
i 20th
! Varinder Kaur and Varinder

January, 2025.

Kaur Matharoo both are
same and identical person.

1, MANJIT Singh

Singh, H/o. Varinder Kaur

{ Matharoo, residing at 12/1,

Akshay Kumar Chatterjee

{ Lane, P.O.: Salkia, Howrah-
1711106 is known by the
‘name

Manijit
Matharoo as

Singh
declared

vide Affidavit No. 06AC
126177 Dated 20th January,

{2025. Manjit Singh and
t Manijit Singh Matharoo both

are same and identical per-
son.

I, KAMAL Hussain, S/o.

tAli Hussain and Nagama
i Begum, residing at 12/H/11, i
Ground Floor, Aga Mehdi |
P.O.: Park Street, :
Kolkata- |

Street,
P.S.: Taltala,
700016. In P.P.O No. M
1578316 the name of my
mother has been wrongly
recorded as Nagma Begum
My mother Nagma Begum
shall henceforth be known

as Nagama Begum as |

declared before the Judicial
Magistrate, Calcutta Court,
W.B. vide Affidavit No. 793
Dated 07-01-2025. Nagma
Begum and Nagama
Begum both are same and
identical person.

residing at A-37/6, Falguni
Abasan, Sector-3, Salt Lake
City, Bidhannagar, North 24
Parganas, Pin-700097,
have changed my name
Anuska Das to Anuska

{ Khatua vide affidavit (3882) |
i before
i Magistrate, Calcutta dated

the Judicial

27-08-2024. Anuska Das
and Anuska Khatua is the
same and identical person.

| TENDER |

before First Class Executive |
Magistrate Howrah Court !
i Viswavidyalaya, Pundibari,
ICooch Behar -
iInviting Tender

iOnline tenders are being |
tinvited from reputed agen-
icies for supplying (a) E- |
{Rickshaw, Scotty & Bicycle

UTTAR Banga Krishi

:and (b) Laboratory
‘Instruments. For details |
'please visit: www.wbten
iders.gov.in

Registrar (Actg.)

(NII\ITO)HCE | Group publications shall not

Readers are requested to
make appropriate enquiries
and seek appropriate advice
before sending money, incur-
ring any expenses, acting on

i | medical recommendations or

entering into any commitment
in relation to any advertise-
ment published in this publi-
cation. The Statesman Group
doesn't vouch any claim
made by the advertisers of
products and services. The
printer, publisher, Editor and
owners of The Statesman

be held liable for any conse-

:] quences, in the event such

claims are not honoured by

| the advertisers. For any loss
| incurred, the onus lies entirely
‘| with advertisers and not with
| the publication.

This 15 the photagraph of Unknown
Female Dead Body, found on
26.11.2024 under Burdwan GRPS
area, Description of this Deadbady is
Age-60 Years, 5ex: Female
Complexion-Sallow, Height-5 Feet 0
Inch , Bulld-Thin, Hair-Small White ,
Wearing- Orange & Blue Synthetic
Saree and Brown Coloor Blouse.
Flease Contact Officer in Charge,
Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.D., West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
J00027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120

This is the pﬂnlu?rapn af Unknown
Male Dead Body, found on 06.11 2024
under Chanditala PS Area
Descriptign of this Deadbody is
Age-21 Yeprs, Sex: Male
Complexion-5allow, Height-5 Feet 5
Inch , Build-Madium, Wearing-Black
Full Track Suit, Black T-Shirt with
Dark Green Jacket. Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.[.D., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This Is the photagraph of Unknown
Female Dead Body, found on
20,12,2024 under Burdwan GRPS
ared, Description of this Deadbody
5. Age-70 Years, Sex: Female,
Complexion-5allow, Height-5 Feel 2
Inch , Bulld=Medium, Hair-White
Wearing- Yellow & Orange Colour
Check Shirt, Qrange Petti Coat, Vinlet
& Yeillow Bianket, Orange Colour Haif
Hand Cardigan Blouse. Please
Contact Officer in Charge, Missing
Persons Bureau, C.1.0., West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
100027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120

ATION WANTED

This is the photegraph of Peu Sardar,
Father's Name-Pinku Mondal, of
Mathrapur, PS5-50narpur, Dist.-
Barulpur Police District, who has been
mitsing since 31.12.2024 at abaut
1B:00 hrs, from  Mathrapur, PS-
Sonarpur, Dist.-Baruipur Police
District, Description of this missing
person is : Age-24 Years, Complexion-
Fair, Height-5 Feet 10 Inch, Wearing-
Margon Colour Churidar. Please
Contact Officer in Charge, Missing
Persons Bureaw, €.1.0., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kalkata-700027, PR
MNo.-033-2450-61.20.

ICA-D238(3)/ 2025

ICA-D237(3)/ 2025

ICA-D236(3)/ 2025

ICA- D235 (3)/2025

dCbe

CLAS S IFIED

TO BOOK
AN
ADVERTISENMENT
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98308 74087
98303 02169

INFORMATION WANTED

This-is the photograph of Riju Paik,
Father's Name-Rafik Paik, of Ukl Maiher
Para, PS-Marendrapur, Dist.-Barulpur
Palice DIstrict, who has Deep missing
since 11.12,.2024 at aboit 19:36hs. from
Ukil Majher Para, P5-Narendrapur, Dist. -
Baruipur Palice District, Descriphion of this
missing person is : Age=14 Years,
Complexion=Sallow, Height=4 Feet 10
[nch, Wearing-Blue Ganji, Half Pant,
Identification Mark-Burn Mark on Laft Leg
B Hand. Mease Contact Officer in Charge,
Missing Persons Bureau, CLD., West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kofkata-700027,
Fit. Wo.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This Is the phetograph of Kalidas
Saha, Father's Name-Lt. Madhusudan
Saha; of 1 No Dighirpar {Mdan Sangha),
PO+PS-Canning, South 24 Parganas, who
has been missing since 01.11.2625
at about 10;00 hrs. from Residece
under Canning PS, Description of this
missing person is : Age=52 Years,
Complexion-Fair, Height-5 Feet 2
[nch, Wearing-Red Sweater & White Pant,
Language-Bengall. Fleass Contact
Qfficer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau,  C.I.D., West Bengal,
Bhabanl Bhaban, Kolkata-T00027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Rinki Das,
Father's Name-Narayan Das, of Vill-
lougram, P5-Jamalpur, Purba
Bardhaman, who has beén missing
since 03,04,2024 at abput 11:00
hrs. from Residem under Jamalpur
PS5, Description of this missing
pErSOnN. i% Age=25 Years,
Complexion=Fair, Height=5 Feet 0
Inch, Wearing- Churidar & Leggings,
Language-Bengall, Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.I.D,, West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-T00027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6120

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the photograph of Achmira
Khatun, Father's Name-Afchar All Gazi,
af Will-Itinda, Black-1, P5-Basirhat,
Narth 24 Pgs, who has been missing
since 02.06,2024 at about 17:00 hrs
from Resident under Basirhat PS5,
Description af this missing person is
: Age=15 Years, Camplexion=Fair,
Height-4 Feet 5 Inch, Wearing- Yellow
and Blue Coloured Long Frock,
Language-Bengall, Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.I.0., West Bengal, Bhaban
Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph. No.
033-2450-6121,

ICA-D 234 (3)/2025

ICA-D 233 (3)/2025

ICA- D232 (3)/2025

ICA-D 231 (3) /2025
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Shahasks GujCM toimplement new
criminallaws acrossstateby 30 April

Shah extensively discussed progressinimplementation of BNS, BNSS, and BSA, replacingIPC, CrPC, Evidence Act

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

nion Home Min-

ister Amit Shah,

on Thursday,

directed the
Gujaratgovernment to ensure
the implementation of the
three new criminal laws across
all the commissionerates of
the state by 30 April 2025
and the entire state as well
at the earliest.

Shah was chairing areview
meetingin New Delhi on the
implementation of the new
criminal laws in Gujarat in
presence of Gujarat Chief
MiInister Bhupendra Patel.
He extensively discussed the
progress in the implemen-
tation of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), and Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam (BSA), replacing

the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (CrPC), and the Indian
Evidence Act, respectively.

Appreciating the work
done by the state government
in thisregard, he said it should
be reviewed on a monthly
basis by the CM, fortnightly
by the state home minister,
and weekly at the level of
the chief secretary, additional
chief secretary (Home) and
the director general of police
(DIG).

In the meeting, the present
status of the enactment of
thelegislation, and its various
provisions related to the
courts, police, forensics, and
prosecution in Gujarat, were
also reviewed.

During the discussion,
Shah said the essence of the
three new criminal laws intro-
duced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi lies in the

provision of deliveringjustice
within three years, from the
filing of an FIR till the Supreme
Court's verdict in any case.

He stated that Gujarathas
commendably achieved time-
ly filing of charge sheets in
over 92 per cent of cases
involving sentences of more
than 10 years.

He emphasised that for

the remaining cases, areview
should be conducted to ensure
the utilization of the provision
inthe Act thatallows seeking
permission from the court.
Shah also mentioned that
the state has also done a
commendable job in con-
verting Zero FIRs into 100
per cent regular FIRs, while
he emphasised the need to

establish a system where
FIRs can be transferred
between two states through
the Crime and Criminal Track-
ing Network and Systems
(CCTNS), suggesting the
Gujarat should adopt CCTNS
2.0.

On the provision of elec-
tronic evidence in the new
laws, the home minister said
the state's Home and Health
Departments should conduct
meetings in a bid to make
sure that all medical reports
regarding cases including
post-mortem and others are
received electronically from
hospitals.

He laid emphasis on the
need to putinplaceasystem
to record evidence through
video conferencingin prisons,
government hospitals, banks,
forensicsciencelaboratories
(FSL), and other places prem-
ises, further stating that there

should be a video confer-
encing cubicle for every court
in the prisons.

The Union Home Minister
said the police should provide
the details about the people
detained for questioning on
the electronic dashboard,
along with the seizure list
and the cases to be forwarded
to the courts.

He also directed the DGP
for continuous monitoring
of these cases, and also asked
to increase the network con-
nectivity speed in police sta-
tions to 30 mbps over the
prescribed standards.

The HM also emphasised
the availability of at least
two forensic science mobile
vans in every district, while
stating that efforts should
be made to ensure that all
12 kits used in mobile forensic
vans are manufactured in
India.

Thackeray-led Sena MP Sanjay Raut blames Centre, Yogi govt for Kumbh deaths

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 30 JANUARY

The Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Raut blamed the cen-
tral government and the Yogi
government of Uttar Pradesh
on Thursday, for the deaths
of more than 30 people at
the Prayagraj Mahakumbh
Mela, where many children,
elderly people and women
have gone missingin a stam-
pede on Wednesday morn-
ing.

“The count of those injured
hasnotbeen doneyet. Many
people are missing, including
many women. Whoisrespon-
sible for all this? The central
government is responsible.
The Yogi government of Uttar
Pradeshisresponsible,” Raut
said.

Raut also raised concerns
about the allocation of funds

for the event. “The budget
for the Kumbh Mela was Rs
10,000 crore, but reports
show thatless than Rs 1,000
crore was spent. Where did
the rest of the money go?"
Raut asked.

Raut's statement came
after a stampede-like situation
was witnessed at the
Mahakumbh on Wednesday
morning, resulting in several
people getting killed and
injured. The incident took
place when lakhs of devotees
had gathered at the conflu-
ence of Ganga and Yamuna
rivers to take a holy bath on
the auspicious occasion of
Mauni Amavasya, which is
also the day of the second
Shahi Snan.

Raut said that “Many
mahamandaleshwars (holy
men) suggested handing over
management of the event
to the army” and alleged

that the Mahakumbh was
“politicised for publicity”,
which eventually resulted in
increased deaths. He said
that the Yogi government is
responsible for the chaotic
situation at the Mahakumbh.

"If there was a properly

functioning system, these
peoplewould not have died.
Hundreds of people have
beeninjured," Rautsaid. He
further criticised the BJP for
politicising the event, adding,
"The BJPis promoting politics
through this. They want to

Modigovt hasdone nothingtoaddressinequality: Chidambaram

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Thursday
asserted that the gap
between rich and the poor
is growing, and the BJP-led
government at the Centre
has done nothing to address
this issue.

He made the statement
after he along with Rajeev
Gowda, Chairperson of Con-
gress’ Research Department
and Chairperson of Social
Media Department Supriya
Shrinate released a report
titled 'Real State of the
Economy2025' at the party
headquarters here.

Thereport questions the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment about the country's
growth.

Talking about the report,

the Congress MP said,
“Many of the facts men-
tioned in the report are
conveniently buried and
completely ignored by the
Union Government. The
media doesn't get the oppor-
tunity to carry the truth.
Therefore, Rajeev Gowda's

team decided to produce a
comprehensive report on
the real state of the economy.
This report is well-docu-
mented and well-sourced.”

Asserting that the econ-
omy is indeed facing sig-
nificant challenges, he said
the high unemployment
rates among youth and grad-
uates are alarming, with
nearly 40 per cent and 30
per cent, respectively.

“This is exacerbated by
stagnant wages, which have
remained unchanged for
four to five years, making
it difficult for people to
make ends meet. Mean-
while, inflation is on the
rise, with food, education,
and healthcare inflation
increasing by double digits,”
the former Finance Minister
said.

Attacking the ruling BJP,

INSV Tarinipasses throughworld’s most
remote point, Point Nemo, in historicvoyage

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Inagroundbreaking achieve-
ment for maritime explo-
ration, Lieutenant Com-
mander Dilna K and Lieu-
tenant Commander Roopa
A, aboard the INSV Tarini,
successfully passed through
Point Nemo at 0030 hours
(IST) today. The pair is cur-
rently sailing from Lyttelton,
New Zealand, to Port Stanley,
Falkland Islands, as part of
the third leg of Navika Sagar
Parikrama II.

A statement from the
Naval spokesperson stated
that Point Nemo, located at
coordinates48°53 S123°24 W,
isknown as the Oceanic Pole
ofInaccessibility—arguably
the most remote point on
Earth. Itlies about 2,688 kilo-
meters from the nearestland-
mass, making it an extraor-
dinarylandmarkin the South
Pacific. The pointis so isolated
that the closesthuman pres-
ence is typically the Inter-
national Space Station orbit-
inghigh above. Additionally,
Point Nemo has earned a
unique distinction as a

e

decommissioned spacecraft
cemetery, where space agen-
cies deliberately direct defunct
satellites and space stations
tore-enter the Earth's atmos-
phere and crash into the
ocean, ensuring minimal
risk to human life.

In 1999, the Spanish
research vessel Hespérides
became the first ship to reach
Point Nemo, and since then,
very few vessels have passed
through this remote area.
Remarkably, INSV Tarini
achieved this feat purely by
sailing, without the use of
motors.

The officers also took the
opportunity to collect valuable
water samples from the vicin-
ity of Point Nemo. These

. -.1..'

"

samples will be analyzed by
the National Institute of
Oceanography, offering
important insights into the
ocean’s conditions, including
marine biodiversity and the
chemical composition of the
water. The findings will con-
tribute to global oceano-
graphic research.

Navika Sagar Parikrama
II stands as a tribute to the
unwavering spirit of India's
women naval officers, high-
lighting their role in advancing
scientific collaboration and
pushing the frontiers of
oceanic exploration. The
journey continues as the
officers head towards their
next destination, Port
Stanley.

the former Union finance
minister further said: “There
is huge inequality. Nobody
is denying that the ‘upper
crust’ of one per cent is
completely wealthy. Even
the middle class, the top
20 or 30 per cent may be
better off, but what about
the remaining 70 per cent
population. The gap
between rich and poor is
growing. The government
has done nothing to address
this inequality.”

“A  budget analysis of
the last sixand seven years
will show that the govern-
ment expenditure on health,
education, social welfare
and rural development has
fallen year after year. Allo-
cations for major welfare
programmes have fallen
steeply over the last seven
to eight years,” he said.

take advantage of the mar-
keting of Kumbh and fight
the elections".

Speaking about the stam-
pede-like situation at the
religious gathering, Raut said:
"The administration and the
government knew there
would be a huge crowd, but
they indulged in political
marketing by claiming that
10 crore to 20 crore people
would come daily". He also
criticised the presence of
political dignitaries at the
Mahakumbbh.

Raut said: "VIPs should
stay away at such times. The
entire area was closed for a
day each for the Defence Min-
ister, Home Minister and other
Union ministers. This led to
asituation of chaos". He further
alleged that "There was no
arrangement, no ambulance
and no medical facility".

Raut also stated that the

visits of Union ministers and
VIPs increased pressure on
the system. "When Union
ministers and VIPs visit, it
puts pressure on the system,"
Raut said.

Raut criticised the arrange-
ments made for devotees at
the Mahakumbh, particularly
in the wake of the recent
stampede. He raised concerns
about thelack of proper facil-
ities and questioned the
effectiveness of the admin-
istration's efforts.

"The Kumbh is a matter
offaith. What arrangements
have been made for the devo-
tees there? Women are having
tosleep onroads," Raut said.
He pointed out that during
Akhilesh Yadav's tenure, the
arrangements at the Kumbh
were much better, saying,
"During Akhilesh Yadav's
tenure, the arrangements at
Kumbh were the best".

JPConWagqf (Amendment)
Bill submitsitsreport
to Lok Sabha Speaker

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

The]JointParliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) scrutinising the
Wagf (Amendment) Bill 2024
submitted its final report on
the Bill to Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Thursday.

The Waqf (Amendment)
Bill 2024 aims to bring signif-
icantreforms, including digi-
tisation of records, stricter
audits, increased transparency,
and legal mechanisms to
reclaim illegally occupied
Wagqf properties.

JPC chairman and BJP
MP Jagdambika Pal, along
with other panel members
— Nishikant Dubey, Tejasvi
Surya, Sanjay Jaiswal, and
others,—submitted the panel's
report to Birla at his Parlia-
ment House office. No Oppo-
sition members were present
during the handing over of
the report.

Ameetingbetween mem-
bers of the JPC and the Lok
Sabha Speakerwas held before
the submission of the report.
The panel, on Wednesday,
adopted the draft report and
the amended revised bill.
However, the Opposition lead-
ersalso submitted their dissent
notes on the report. The JPC
on Tuesday cleared the Waqf
Bill 1995 with 25 amendments
across 14 clauses/sections.

The Bill is likely to be pre-
sented during the Budget Ses-
sion of the Parliament. The
Budget session of Parliament
willcommence on 31 January
and continue till 4 April, with
the Union Budget to be pre-
sented on February 1.

After submitting the report

to the Lok Sabha Speaker on
Thursday, the JPC chairman
lauded the members of the
committee for their "significant
contribution" to the consti-
tution of the Bill.

Pal said over the last five
months, the committee con-
ducted several meetings and
met hundreds of delegations
across the nation, adding that
areport has been made after
detailed deliberation and sev-
eral cross-examinations.

Talking to a news agency,
the JPC chairman said: "In
the last five months, we con-
ducted 38 meetings, met 250
delegations and members,
met former judges, vice-chan-
cellors... Report has been
made after detailed deliber-
ations. Today we submitted
that report... We did several
steady tours and visited several
states. All members of the
JPC have made their contri-
butions to the formation of
the bill. I believe that the bill
which was brought with the
intention to benefit and for
the welfare of the poor, will
fulfil it."

When asked about Oppo-
sition MPs' absence during
the submission of the report,
Palstated: "All have their own
engagements. I had invited
all of them. All opposition
MPs participated in the impor-
tant meetings of the amend-
ment. They participated in
the voting. Theyalso camein
the adoption. We concluded
our meeting. Allmade signif-
icant contributions to the
making of the bill and partic-
ipated in the detailed delib-
eration and cross-examina-
tions.

Uttarakhand govt denies reports of mandatory religious
certificates for live-inrelationship registration under UCC

PR SINGH
DEHRADUN, 30 JANUARY

The Uttarakhand government
on Thursday denied reports
that the Uniform Civil Code
mandates clergy permission
forregistration of live-in rela-
tionship or marriages.

UCC rules committee
member Manu Gaur clarified:
"Such requirements will be
applicablein the cases where
marriages are prohibited as
specified in schedule one of
the UCC manual. Only four
documents are required at
the time oflive-in registration
under UCC, residence proof,
date of birth, Aadhaar details
and rent agreement docu-
ments if applicable."

He said a legal divorce
decree will be needed for

BPSC aspirantstake to streets
demandingre-examination

IMRAN MOJIB
PATNA, 30 JANUARY

Thousands of students
protesting over irregularities
inthe 70th Preliminary Test
(PT) conducted by the Bihar
Public Service Commission
(BPSC) thronged the streets
in Patna on Thursday
demanding re-examina-
tion.This protest march was
organised just one day
before the next hearing in
the case was scheduled in
Patna High Court.

For the past six weeks
the BPSC aspirants have
been protesting at the des-
ignated site here in Gar-
danibagh. This was the first
occasion when they took
to the streets. The previous
street protests were organ-
ised by political parties in
their support.

The students said that
theywere hopeful of receiv-
ing support from political
parties in their struggle.
Butnone of them extended
genuine support, be it Con-
gressleader Rahul Gandhi,
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav,
Communist Party leader

Dipankar Bhattacharya,
independent MP RajivRan-
jan alias Pappu Yadav or
Jan Suraj Party founder
Prashant Kishor.

Since the government
continued to ignore them,
they decided to register
their protest in a big way.
The student leaders had
given a call to job aspirants
from across the state to
gather in Patna on the occa-
sion of Mahatma Gandhi’s
death anniversary. They
had announced the plan
to meet Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar with their
demand of re-examina-
tion.

Since Kumar is busy with
the Pragati Yatra, the stu-
dents decided to march
towards the BPSC office
here. The sudden decision
took the administration by
surprise. They failed to stop
the students, who thronged
the main streets of the
capital city including the
Beer Chand Patel Path — a
major thoroughfare in Patna
where offices of all the major
political parties are locat-
ed.
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divorcees taking to live-in
relationships. "Besides this
those whose spouse has passed
away or previouslive-inrela-
tionship has ended will also
have to providerelevantdoc-
uments at the time of regis-
tration," he added.

The state government
issued a statement and said
that reports of mandatory

F 0 RMq
‘D E §

religious certificates under
UCCfor all live-in relationships
were false and not in accor-
dance with the new uniform
personal law of the state.
According to Gaur, mar-
riages in Uttarakhand falling
in prohibited categories are
very rare. He said less than
one per cent UCCregistrations
will require a religious cer-

tificatein the state. However,
as stated by Gaur, members
of the communities where
marriages can take place
within the prohibited cate-
gories, asmentioned in UCC,
can still register their rela-
tionship by providing a reli-
gious certificate.

Gaur said the format of
religious certificates is men-
tioned in the UCC manual.

Itisnotable that the newly
notified UCC manual claims
thatrelationslike cousin mar-
riages and others as defined
in Schedule One come under
prohibited categories. How-
ever, as per Gaur, couples
belonging to the communities
where such marriages are
allowed will have to produce
religious certificates from
clergy.

Disclosurestatementsnotstrongenoughto
proveguilt beyond areasonable doubt: SC

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

The Supreme Courthasreit-
erated that disclosure state-
ments are not "so strong a
piece of evidence sufficient
onitsown and without any-
thing more" to prove the
guilt beyond reasonable
doubt.

Abench of Justices Abhay
S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan was
dealingwith a criminal appeal,
where the trial court had
convicted the appellantunder
Section 302 of the Indian
Penal Code, 1860 and sen-
tenced him to undergo life
imprisonment and to pay a
fine of Rs 1 lakh.

As per the prosecution,
the appellant stabbed the
deceased with a knife. Alleged-
ly, there was previous enmity
between the appellant and
the deceased as the latter
was allegedly involved in the
murder of the former’s elder
brother.

In theimpugned decision,
the conviction and sentence
were confirmed in the appeal
by the Kerala High Court.

Before the apex court, the

R

appellant’s counsel argued
that the conviction was based
on the testimony of two
alleged eyewitnesses, appear-
ing to be chance witnesses.
Further, as per the version
of these two witnesses, there
were other eyewitnesses who
were not examined by the
prosecution, requiring an
adverse inference to be drawn.

On the other hand, the
state government’s counsel
argued that the evidence of
both the eyewitnesses is
believed by both the courts
and no interference can be
made with the impugned
judgments. He also pointed
out that the recovery of the
weapon of the offence and
bloodstained clothswas made

at the instance of the appel-
lant.

In its judgment, the top
courtsaid: "There are material
omissions which amount to
contradiction. Coupled with
the material omissions, ifwe
consider the conduct of both
the witnesses, their version
does notinspire confidence.
Once evidence of these two
witnessesis disbelieved, the
only remaining evidence
against the appellant is of
the recovery of the knife at
his instance."

It disbelieved the testi-
monies on several counts,
including not reporting the
incident to the police and
not taking the deceased to a
hospital. Quashing the con-
viction and sentencing orders,
the Supreme Courtacquitted
the appellant of the offences
alleged against him.

"The appellant has under-
goneincarceration for more
than twelve years. Hence,
he shall be forthwith set at
liberty unless he is required
in connection with any other
case," said the Justice Oka-
led Bench, as it allowed the
appellant’s appeal.
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Kumbh Tragedy

F I Yhe tragic stampede at the Maha Kumbh Mela in

Prayagraj, which claimed several lives and injured

many others, is another stark reminder of the urgent
need for better crowd management strategies at India’s
mega religious gatherings. The Kumbh Mela, recognised
as the world’s largest congregation of humanity, draws
tens of millions of devotees who come with deep spiritual
faith. However, with such unprecedented footfall at the
Kumbh, ensuring safety requires more than just faith ~ it
demands meticulous planning, cutting-edge technology,
and proactive governance. This is not the first time a stam-
pede has marred the sacred event. The 2013 Kumbh saw
at least 36 people losing their lives in a similar tragedy.
Despite advancements in surveillance and security meas-
ures, history seems to be repeating itself. This raises seri-
ous questions about the adequacy of existing crowd con-
trol mechanisms. Were the contingency plans robust
enough? Were there clear exit strategies in place? These
concerns must be addressed with urgency. Eyewitnesses
from Wednesday’s incident report that confusion and
poor crowd flow led to panic. Some devotees, unable to
exit safely, were forced to turn back, exacerbating the sit-
uation. The authorities had used Al-based crowd man-
agement systems, deployed special security forces, and
increased medical personnel, yet these measures did not
prevent the disaster. Clearly, something remains amiss in
how these strategies are being executed on the ground.
Public awareness is equally crucial in preventing such
tragedies. Devotees must be educated on emergency pro-
tocols through announcements and signage. Even the best
security measures can fail if crowds panic and do not fol-
low safety guidelines in critical situations.

Religious gatherings in India, be it the Kumbh Mela,
Sabarimala pilgrimage, the Tirumala darshan or the Vais-
hno Devi yatra, often experience massive turnouts, mak-
ing crowd control a complex challenge. The government,
in coordination with religious bodies, must establish
stricter crowd limits, create more regulated entry and exit
points, and introduce real-time monitoring of congrega-
tion density. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath acted swiftly to
review the situation and issue directives, but such reactive
measures must give way to a more proactive approach.
Authorities must anticipate worst-case scenarios and pre-
pare accordingly rather than responding after a tragedy
has already unfolded. The future of safe mass gatherings
in India lies in the adoption of smarter, more efficient
infrastructure. Temporary townships like the one at the
Maha Kumbh need well-planned evacuation routes, Al-
powered density alerts, and an adequate number of foot-
bridges to disperse crowds smoothly. Global best practices
offer valuable lessons. India must integrate similar, if not
better, mechanisms. The Maha Kumbh is an event of deep
cultural and spiritual significance, but ensuring the safety
of devotees is just as sacred a duty. This tragedy should
serve as a wake-up call ~ crowd management at India’s
religious gatherings must move beyond makeshift meas-
ures and become a national priority. Otherwise lives will
continue to be lost, and ascribed to God’s will when in
reality it is man’s folly that leads to such tragedies.

DRC conflict

he escalating crisis in eastern Democratic Republic

of Congo (DRC) is yet another grim chapter in a de-

cades-long conflict that has claimed countless lives
and displaced millions. The rapid advance of rebels
toward Goma, a key economic and strategic hub, is not
merely a local crisis ~ it has regional and international ra-
mifications. The situation calls for urgent and decisive
global intervention, as continued inaction will only deep-
en the humanitarian catastrophe and fuel long-term insta-
bility. At the heart of this crisis is the rebel offensive, which
has seen government forces retreat and thousands of sol-
diers surrender. The capture of key infrastructure, includ-
ing an airport, signals the growing strength of the armed
group and the weakness of state control. Civilians are
bearing the brunt of this escalation, with hospitals over-
flowing, food supplies looted, and streets littered with
bodies. The indiscriminate use of heavy artillery in pop-
ulated areas has resulted in severe injuries, particularly
among children. The scale of suffering is staggering, yet
the world’s response remains limited to diplomatic state-
ments and vague calls for peace. One of the most troubling
aspects of the conflict is the alleged external involvement.
Accusations of support for the rebels from neighbouring
Rwanda have inflamed tensions, prompting diplomatic
exchanges and emergency meetings. While denials of such
involvement are routine, mounting evidence suggests that
Rwanda is playing a significant role in sustaining the
insurgency. This underscores the complexity of the con-
flict, which is not just an internal matter for the DRC but
a broader regional issue with geopolitical implications.
The role of Rwanda must be scrutinised, and those fuelling
the violence must be held accountable. Meanwhile, the
humanitarian cost continues to rise. The displacement of
civilians, the destruction of essential infrastructure, and
the targeting of peacekeepers indicate that the conflict is
spiralling out of control. With peacekeepers from multiple
countries already suffering casualties, it is clear that the
crisis extends beyond the DRC’s borders. Yet, the global
response has been tepid at best. Protests in the capital
targeting foreign embassies reflect the growing frustration
among Congolese citizens who see international engage-
ment as ineffective and insincere. This crisis cannot be
resolved through half-hearted negotiations or diplomatic
posturing. The international community must go beyond
mere condemnation and take concrete steps. This
includes enforcing sanctions on those financing and arm-
ing the rebels, ensuring accountability for human rights
abuses, and strengthening peacekeeping efforts to protect
civilians. Additionally, addressing the root causes of the
conflict ~ such as resource exploitation, political instabil-
ity, and ethnic tensions ~ is essential for a lasting solution.
Goma'’s fate is not just about one city; it represents a crit-
ical moment in the broader struggle for stability in Africa.
If the world continues to look away, the DRC will remain
trapped in a cycle of violence, and the consequences will
be felt far beyond its borders. Immediate and decisive
action is the only path forward.
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What to expect

A course correction is imminent even though we do not expect any ideological
shift from a government committed to neo-liberal economic policies. A tax relief
to middle classes and low income groups can be a big relief to them but not a big
burden on the government since the revenue coming from those with incomes
below Rs.10 lakh is only 6.22 per cent. The government may be happy with the
increased filing of returns — 8.09 crore in 2023-24 (against 6.48 crore in 2020), but
it should not ignore the fact that 4.9 crore of them were nil income returns which
only increased the burden of both the IT Department and the citizens

hat are we going to

get in this budget?

People want strai-

ght and simple ans-
wers. It is not difficult to make a
close-to-accurate guess if one
first addresses some key ques-
tions. What is a budget? Who are
its architects? Which segment of
people ~ poor, rich, middle clas-
ses, employed, unemployed, far-
mers, gig workers, etc. is seeking
answers?

First things first. The budget
is the government’s estimated
income and expenditure for the
financial year ~ a financial state-
ment. It is a constitutional requ-
irement (as detailed under Arti-
cles 112, 114, 266, 266(2), and
270) of the executive to take the
approval of the legislature, in
other words of the people thro-
ugh their elected representatives
in Lok Sabha to spend their
money from the Consolidated
fund of India.

The budget not only deals
with income and expenditure
estimates for the budget year
but provides the space to the
government to announce relat-
ed decisions, policies, program-
mes, taxes and concessions, etc.
It allocates money for various
purposes including expenditure
on salary and allowances to its
own employees, armed forces et
al. It earmarks spending on oth-
er essential items like interest
payment on borrowed money,
allocations to states and union
territories of their tax share, gra-
nts etc. Then the government
proposes spending in various
other areas like health, educa-
tion and other social sector
components and subsidies.

All this suggests that the
allocations to various sectors
would be commensurate with
the size of the budget, in other
words higher the budget size,
higher would be allocations for
the people’s welfare.

Unfortunately, the size of
the Union budget as a percent-
age of the GDP has been shrink-
ing over the years; it has come
down from 17.43 per cent of the
GDP in 2009-10 to 14.76 per cent
in 2024-25. The upcoming budg-
et is not going to be different
given the government’s excess
concern with fiscal consolida-
tion and lower-than-expected
GDP growth.

We can make a rough esti-
mate of the size of the budget ta-
king the expected GDP in 2025-
26. The GDP was estimated at

Rs. 326 lac crore in the 2024-25
budget; later it was brought
down to Rs. 324 lac crore with
nominal growth 9.7 per cent
lower than the budget estimate
of 10.5 per cent growth. Presum-
ing the estimate of Rs.356 lac
crore again with about 10 per
cent increase forecast, and assu-
ming that the budget size would
be 14.5 per cent of the GDP, the
budget size will be
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day. Most people's expectations
in India are understandable with
the poor and low-income cate-
gories accounting for 93.7 per

cent of the population.
Whatever be the claims of
growth and prosperity of the
country, the gap between the
rich and poor has been widen-
ing. The Gini coefficient of 0.410
in 2023 compared to 0.371 in
1955 as per a study

in the range of Rs.
51.62 lac crore aga-
inst the current
year’s Rs 48.20 lac
crore, representing
about a 7 per cent
increase, which is

of the People Re-
search on India’s
Consumer Econo-
my (PRICE), sho-
ws the present
worsening situa-
tion, worse than in

not a big sum after the 1950s.
adjusting for cur- The World In-
rent inflation. equality Lab (Mar-
The reason for ch 2024) similarly
the shrinking bud- PSM says that by 2022-
RAO

get size is in align-
ment with the eco-
nomic policies of
the budget archi-
tects. The present
government’s neo-liberal eco-
nomic policies vehemently
oppose the increasing fiscal de-
ficit which means the focus will
be on spending cuts and tax in-
creases. The 2024-25 fiscal de-
ficit was 4.9 per cent of the GDP.
The Finance Minister, Mrs Nir-
mala Sitharaman, has said her
aim is to bring it down to 4.5 per
cent in the 2025-26 budget and
to keep on reducing it in succes-
sive budgets hereafter.

The same liberal economic
policies that have a penchant for
a low fiscal deficit ~ that is low
spending ~ believe in the theory
that economic growth is more
important because its propo-
nents feel that growth trickles
down in benefits to the poor and
middle classes. So, the approach
is to help industry and com-
merce rather than giving sops to
the poor.

Based on income levels, the
country has 134 million (9.7 per
cent of the population) poor ~
with less than $2 a day income
~ as per the Pew Research Cen-
tre’s compilation. Similarly,
1,162 million (84 per cent) are in
the low-income category with
earnings between $2 and $10
per day; 66 million (4.8 per cent)
are middle-income group peo-
ple with $10 to $20 income; 16
million (1.2 per cent) are upper-
middle-class persons earning
$20 to $50 a day and 2 million
(0.1 per cent) are high-income
individuals earning above $50 a

The writer is a development
economist and
commentator on economic
and social affairs

23, the top 1 per
cent of people ac-
counted for 22.6
per cent of the
country’s income
and 40.1 per cent of its wealth.
Undoubtedly there has been
growth but its fruits are not
trickling down to the bottom but
concentrating at the top where-
by the number of billionaires
and their wealth has been on the
rise. Forbes billionaires’ data
show an increase in their num-
ber from just one in 1991 to 52
in 2011 and a further increase to
162 in 2022.

Unfortunately, the govern-
ment’s tax reliefs also benefit the
rich and super-rich more than
the ordinary. Not going into too
many details, some reportage
recently in reputed media show-
ed Rs.3 lakh crore worth of tax
concessions garnered by the
largest corporates since 2019,
while the revenue foregone by
the government since 2012-13
was Rs.8 lac crore.

A course correction is im-
minent in this background with
a practical approach as we do
not expect any ideological shift
from a government committed
to neo-liberal economic poli-
cies. A tax relief to middle class-
es and low income can be a big
relief but not a big burden on
the government since the
revenue coming from people
with incomes below Rs.10 lakh
is only 6.22 per cent while those
with above Rs.50 lakh brought
76 per cent.

The government may be
happy with the increased filing
of returns ~ 8.09 crore in 2023-

24 (against 6.48 crore in 2020),
but it should not ignore the fact
that 4.9 crore of them were nil
income returns which only incr-
eased the work burden of
both the IT Department and the
citizens.

Another ground to exclude
this segment totally from the tax
fold is the falling consumption
expenditure which is not even
in the economic interest of
the affluent and corporates be-
cause low consumption dem-
and leads to lower sales vol-
umes and profits.

Similarly, the middle class-
es expect no tax on the interest
of their bank deposits since they
are their sources of income. The
government should rather enco-
urage more deposits into the
system and should learn how to
use them productively instead
of discouraging them with taxes
on the interest earnings. Natu-
rally the rich want more sops.
They want ease of doing busi-
ness, simplified labour compli-
ance, single window system,
transparency etc. as listed in the
CII’s ten-point wish list.

As for others, the unem-
ployed youth want employment
and quality employment. Altho-
ugh some employment growth
is shown, what is conveniently
forgotten is its quality. Most of
the employment generated has
been in the informal sector;
more than 90 per cent of emp-
loyment in the country is in the
informal sector.

Then there are the woes of
the farmers and their poor in-
comes. A high 92 per cent of
farm holdings are small and
marginal. The monthly average
farmers’ family income is Rs
10,695. Of this, crop production
provides Rs 5,298 and the rest
comes from wage labour and
from allied activities as per the
NSS Survey 2019.

Similarly, everyone knows
about the neglect of health and
education, their poor quality
and inadequacy. It may be con-
cluded that the budget, poor in
size due to excessive concern of
limiting the fiscal deficit to 4.5
per cent of the GDP, coupled
with the government’s commit-
ment to neo-liberal economic
policies cannot be a pro-poor
budget in reality. So, the major-
ity of the population, cannot
expect any drastic changes in
the tax regime or other conces-
sions except some paltry bene-
fits here and there.
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Are political
parties relevant

ately, there has been a surge in

rightist nationalistic trends

goaded by non-political deal-

ers such as business tycoons,
the mafia and ‘bichauliya’ (middle-
men). Can the conventional parties
face this? Answers to such questions
can be attributed to the use and mis-
use of parties in the name of democ-
racy. Generally, people see parties in
liberal democracies with disdain due
to manipulation by a small group of
elites with dubious distinction. Par-
ties, for them, are mere instruments
for pandering to their vested interests
as if they have overtaken democracy.

Political parties are declining
all over the world. Bereft of ideology
and commitments, political leaders
rely more on attractive slogans,
regardless of whether such slogans are
translated into action after they come
to power.

Dissatisfied with the convention-
al parties, evolving both within and
outside Parliament, the “voter
becomes more independent and
autonomous, less controlled and
blackmailed” by leaders whose sole
objective is to capture power.

Even though, in a theoretical
sense, the definition, objective and
functional standards of parties remain
the same, there has been a significant
transformation in their political
milieu. Parties in both developed and
developing countries seem to be los-
ing their space to non-political indi-
viduals and business tycoons with

Tae KATEMANDU PosT

undemocratic proclivities and ambi-
tious commitments.

Parties in liberal democracies,
except the United Kingdom, are
seemingly dysfunctional, if not entire-
ly irrelevant, to be conducive to dem-
ocratic governance. People’s attitudes
towards them are shifting; they seek
alternatives to traditional parties’
nominees during elections.

Parties that gain power through
periodic elections have run out of
steam as they have failed to renew
and energise themselves to address
people’s basic needs. Yet, they con-
tinue to survive, though with reduced
appeal and public dissatisfaction.

In conventional theory, parties’
origin, evolution and functioning are
determined by their experiences in
legislatures.

In Britain, parties evolved within
parliament; in the United States, they
were innovated when certain incon-
veniences arose while implementing
the constitution. In political scientist
Maurice Duverger’s term, the “mass
bureaucratic parties” that evolved in
parliament became dominant for a
long time.

Such parties could be the link
between the government and the peo-
ple. On the other hand, the cadre-
based parties, or what German politi-
cal scientist Otto Kirchheimer has
said, the ‘catch-all party,” are opposed
to Duverger’s theory as parties have
been formed in different environ-
ments and contexts.

Generally, in developing countri-
es, parties are formed to achieve mul-
tiple objectives, such as national inde-
pendence and democracy, depending
on specific cases and contexts. Instant
parties serve the purpose of achieving
immediate goals or catapulting into a
power structure.

The Nepali Congress (NC) and
the Communist Party of Nepal were
created for opposite purposes: The
former for establishing a constitution-
al monarchy a la British variety by
overthrowing the family oligarchy of
the Ranas, and the latter to emulate
the one-party communist model that
was then being practised in the Soviet
Union and China under Mao.

However, the communists in
Nepal are not dogmatic in an ideolog-
ical sense but want to maintain their
identity under the masquerading
rhetoric. Splintered frequently on per-
sonal grounds, many of them are on
the brink of extinction.
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whatsoever.

The imposition of the UCC
suggests that the laws of the reli-
gions are faulty which a religious

Grave concern

person will never accept. The
Central government must reflect
on the negative aspects of imple-
mentation of the UCC before

SIR, It’s a matter of grave concern
that Uttarakhand has become the
first state where the Uniform Civil
Code(UCC) has been implement-
ed with a view to provide unifor-
mity in the laws of all religious
communities living in the state.

Apparently it seems to ba a
good move where the disparity
between the rights of both the
male and the female genders are
being equated but the question is
whether the female and the male
genders are equal in every respect
and in every perspective?

The implementation of the
UCC is indirectly an intervention

in religious affairs of different
communities which will make the
laws of the religions null and
void. India is a secular country
and in the Constitution it is clear-
ly mentioned that every citizen of
this country is free to practice and
propagate the teachings of
his/her religion without any trou-
ble. The UCC goes against the
principles of Muslim Personal
Laws where the moral code of
marriage, divorce, inheritance
rights and adoption of children as
well as the rights of “illegitimate
children” have been clearly defin-
ed and there is no controversy

epaper.thestateerﬂﬁn,ﬂ?{n

NATIONAL TREASURE

seeking to enforce it all over the

country.
Yours, etc., Iftekhar Ahmed,
Kolkata, 28 January.

SIR, It will not be an exaggeration to say that Jasprit Bumrah is a national treasure. He is excellence
personified. In the last two decades, Bumrah is only the sixth Indian player and first pace bowler to
receive the prestigious ICC Test Cricketer of the year award after Rahul Dravid, Gautam Gambhir,

Virender Sehwag, R Ashwin and Virat Kohli. He has sublime con-
trol over his length but his real magic is his brain and cricketing
intelligence which makes him the most lethal and feared bowler
in world cricket today.

Bumrah has sprinkled his magic from Capetown to Kanpur,
Dharamshala to Melbourne and Vizag to Perth. His true genius
is recognised by his rivals who speak highly of him. His workload
must be managed with utmost professionalism so that he
remains fresh and fit for the key future series.

Yours, etc., Bal Govind, Noida, 28 January.
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rspective

Will China’s Al challenge

impact US dominance?

SANTHOSH MATHEW

he global artificial intelligence
(AI) landscape has witnessed a
new shift with the emergence
of China’s DeepSeek, a pow-
erful Al model developed to counter-
balance American Al giants like Ope-
nAl, Google, and Meta. The release of
DeepSeek sent shockwaves through
the stock market, causing NVIDIA, one
of the biggest players in Al hardware,
to lose nearly $500 billion in market
capitalization overnight.

The tremors from this event are
still being felt, and it has reignited
debates on Al valuations, market
speculation, and the role of open-
source Al models in reshaping tech-
nological dominance. DeepSeek’s
arrival signifies China’s renewed push
to challenge American tech suprema-
cy. Unlike the walled-off approach of
OpenAl, which requires massive com-
putational resources and exclusive
partnerships, DeepSeek claims to be
open-source and highly efficient,
requiring significantly lower costs for
training Al models. This has raised
eyebrows in the tech world, especially
since China’s Al developments are
often seen as state-backed projects
aimed at global tech disruption rather
than pure innovation.

The market turbulence following
DeepSeek’s debut also revealed the
fragility of Al valuations. While the
hype around Al companies has led to
sky-high valuations, real-world market
corrections have exposed the specu-
lative nature of these figures. The old
investment adage holds true - valua-
tion is not a story crafted by analysts
but a function of tangible cash flows
and sustainable yield. Investors who
blindly jump into Al stocks based on
YouTube hype or social media

SMRUTI S PATTANAIK

hina has become a topic of
discussion in South Asia over
the past few days. Whether it
is Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake’s state visit to
China from January 14 to 17, during
which he signed 15 MoUs; the India-
China Foreign Secretary-Foreign Min-
ister level talks; six Chinese nationals
in Pakistan filing harassment cases
against the Sindh police; China aiming
to assist in training students studying
in institutions managed by Jamaat Isla-
mi Bangladesh - media coverage like
this speaks volumes about Beijing’s
growing engagement with South Asia
and India’s strategic gains and losses.
China is a vital destination for the
political leaders in South Asia. It serves
as a strategic signal to India and facili-
tates investment for new projects with
a request to reschedule debts. During
his visit to China, Dissanayake success-
fully signed a $3.7 billion investment
from Sinopec (a petroleum refining
corporation) for an oil refinery in Ham-
bantota, Sri Lanka. An agreement with
the China EXIM Bank and the China
Development Bank to restructure Sri
Lanka’s debt to China will likely help
secure the release of the IMF’s next
tranche of $2.9 billion disbursement.
The joint statement emphasised
partnering on ‘high quality’ Belt and
Road cooperation. Sri Lanka pledged to
support China’s position on Xizang and
Xinjiang. They agreed to ‘jointly open
up new space for win-win development
of higher standard, stronger resilience
and greater sustainability’. This visit was
viewed as Dissanayake’s attempt to walk
the ‘tightrope’ between India and China.
He visited India last year, shortly after
assuming the presidency.
In a public meeting in Katukurun-
da following his return from China,
Dissanayake on 20 January said, “So

-
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narratives risk facing the brutal reality
of market corrections. DeepSeek is not
the only major Al development
emerging from China. Alibaba has
recently unveiled an Al model that it
claims surpasses DeepSeek, further
intensifying the competition among
China’s tech giants.

Alibaba’s latest Al endeavor aims
to outpace its domestic rivals and
establish itself as a global Al power-
house. While details of its model’s
capabilities are still emerging, its
impact on the Al industry is undeni-
able. Alibaba's move could redefine
the Al race, providing China with
multiple competing Al entities rather
than a single dominant player.
Despite these advancements, China
faces significant roadblocks in its
quest for Al dominance.

Unlike the United States, which
fosters innovation in an open, capi-
talistic environment, China’s tech sec-
tor operates under state supervision,
limiting the organic development of
disruptive technologies. Historically,
Al breakthroughs have thrived in free
societies where data, research, and
innovation flow without restrictions.
This is where American Al firms,
despite occasional regulatory chal-
lenges, maintain an edge over their
Chinese counterparts.

The limitations of China’s Al
ambition become evident when one
scrutinizes its political and cultural
rigidity. Al development is as much
about access to data and computa-
tional power as it is about intellectual
freedom. A controlled society with
heavy censorship struggles to inno-
vate beyond state-approved narra-
tives. The past has proven that
nations that stifle open discourse
ultimately fall behind in technologi-
cal races.

we have to forge strong links with other
countries. In this, the most important
is India”. He also reflected on the dis-
cussions between an Indian company
and the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
regarding the construction of an oil
refinery with 61 oil tanks jointly man-
aged by India and Sri Lanka in Trinco-
malee, a port city on the northeast
coast. India has agreed to supply lig-
uefied natural gas to Sri Lankan power
plants to generate electricity.

Interestingly, the wind energy
project in Mannar and Pooneryn
granted to Adani Green Energy Sri
Lanka Ltd as part of the India-Sri
Lanka governments’ initiative is now
being challenged in the Supreme
Court of Sri Lanka. The pricing agree-
ment to provide energy to consumers
has been revoked. The project is under
review by a committee appointed by
the Sri Lankan government, ostensibly
for high tariffs. This project, which is
near India’s coast, was earlier given to
China. New Delhi has expressed con-
cerns about the delays by Sri Lanka in
all the joint venture projects, some of
which, the most recent being the East-
ern Container Terminal of the Colom-
bo Port, were cancelled after an agree-
ment was signed.

India’s Foreign Secretary, Vikram
Misri, visited Beijing on 26-27 January
to participate in a meeting of the For-
eign Secretary-Vice Foreign Minister
mechanism that exists between the
two countries. The ties between the
two countries had deteriorated follow-
ing the Galwan incident (a series of
clashes between Indian and Chinese
troops in the Galwan Valley along the
Sino-Indian border on 15 June 2020).
India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr
S Jaishankar, emphasised the need to
detangle its relationship from the com-
plications of post-2020 border situa-
tions with China and underlined
India’s approach based on ‘mutual

Alook at Soviet-era technological
advancements in space and military
technology illustrates how state-
controlled science eventually hit a
ceiling, unable to keep pace with
democratic, innovation-driven
economies. Another fundamental
concern regarding China’s Al growth
is trust. Open-source Al models, while
theoretically accessible to all, come
with risks when backed by an author-
itarian regime. A major question that
arises is whether models like
DeepSeek will allow unbiased access
to information. Would DeepSeek
truthfully answer politically sensitive
questions, such as those related to
Taiwan, Tibet, or the Tiananmen

respect, mutual sensitivity and mutual
interests’ as guiding principles.

In the Special Representative
meeting on 18 December 2024, the
two countries underlined that peace
and tranquillity at the border would
help the ‘normal development of
bilateral relations’. Both China and
India shook on resuming direct flights
between them. They have also agreed
to operationalise the mechanisms to
resume the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
and share data on trans-border rivers
and border trade.

China also strengthened its bilat-
eral ties after the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina in a revolt against her regime
in August last year. Immediately after
the political change, China empha-
sised its ‘all-round strategic partner-
ship’ with the new interim regime in
Bangladesh, as the US appeared to be
a close partner of the newly formed
government. China swiftly engaged
the religious political parties that were
crucial in organising the street
protests against Hasina.

In September 2024, the Chinese
Ambassador to Bangladesh, Yao Wen,
met Jamaat-e-Islami Amir Dr Shafiqur
Rahman at the party office in Mogh-
bazar. China also hosted a 14-member
delegation consisting of Jamaat Islami
and its student front, the Islami Chatra
Shibir and four other Islamic parties—
Khilafat Andalon, Khilafat Majlis, Nezam
Islam Party and Hefazat-e-Islam - in Bei-
jing on November 26-28, 2024. It also
hosted the Balochistan National Party
leaders in the same month.

China has also trained students in
Jamaat-run institutions and orphan-
ages. It is also Bangladesh’s largest
trading partner. Meanwhile,
Bangladesh remains the second largest
recipient of Chinese-made weapons.
China’s infrastructure development in
Bangladesh reflects ‘genuine friend-
ship’, and Indian projects are portrayed

Square massacre? Historical patterns
suggest that Al models developed
under state influence will inevitably
serve the regime’s interests rather
than promote free knowledge.

Interestingly, while DeepSeek
and Alibaba’s Al models have stirred
global interest, they still rely heavily
on NVIDIA chips. The irony of this sit-
uation cannot be ignored - China’s Al
ambitions continue to be dependent
on American hardware, exposing its
vulnerability in the global Al supply
chain. Until China develops its own
semiconductor ecosystem that can
rival NVIDIA’s dominance, its Al push
remains partially reliant on American
technology.

Shifting sands in South Asia

as unfair and unequal. As India has
minimal interactions with Bangladesh,
given its anti-Indian stances, the Chi-
nese engagement shows how political
change in South Asia does not affect
China’s relations, which is seen as a
balancer to India. Bangladesh’s recent
overtures to Pakistan, which was
accused of genocidal killings in 1971, is
to send a message to India that played
a major role in the 1971 liberation and
is currently sheltering Sheikh Hasina.
The Chinese are facing difficul-
ties in Pakistan due to security threats
to their workers as there have been
clashes between them and locals. On
27 January, four Chinese nationals
petitioned against political harass-
ment at the Sindh High Court. They
also claimed they were not allowed to
move out of their premises without
being justified on the pretext of their
‘security’. In 2018, such restrictions
on Chinese workers working on a
motorway project resulted in a scuffle
between Chinese workers and the
police in Punjab province. The work-
ers were later deported to China. In

The battle for Al supremacy is
not just about building better mod-
els; it is about creating ecosystems
that foster continuous innovation.
China’s latest Al developments may
disrupt short-term market trends,
but in the long run, open societies
that encourage innovation, freedom,
and transparency will continue to
lead. The world watches as China
pushes its Al boundaries, but history
suggests that true technological rev-
olutions thrive where ideas and com-
petition flourish without state-
imposed limitations.

(The writer is Associate Professor, Centre For
South Asian Studies, Pondicherry Central
university.)

2019, Chinese and Bangladeshi work-
ers clashed in Patuakhali (a town in
Bangladesh) over the death of a local
Bangladeshi.

Similarly, in 2021, clashes
between locals and Chinese workers
were reported in Banshkhali in Chit-
tagong over unpaid wages to the local
workers, leading to police firing, which
killed five Bangladeshi workers. Such
conflicts with local workers were also
reported in Sri Lanka, where China is
developing the infrastructure.

Despite challenges, China has
become an important economic and
strategic partner for South Asian
countries. India is equally engaged in
development projects in the region.
Unlike China, Indian projects com-
pete with domestic nationalist politi-
cal narratives and are subject to
intense political scrutiny. With the
change of each ruling political regime
in South Asia, the contours of their
bilateral relations with India and
China change as well.

The Kathmandu Post/ANN.
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YETERDAY'S SOLUTION

ACROSS 13 Ultimately fit and 24 Team in taxi missing DOWN 9 Police aim to do this
lithe, trained in Air reserves sport
1 Gymnast needs this Corps (6) 2 London 24 seen (6,7)
money in the bank (8) 26 A blend of chats and primarily in 3 on left 15 Ring users with radical
(7) 14 Boxer’'s cunning with spiel? (7) compounds, about 50
5 Decline what every rowers (9) (5,5) 3 Area near ground, or (9)
player strives for 16 Some rubbing out 27 A good service was the ground itself (5) 18 A bit worried about
(7) needed in this game one of her strengths 4 Letter opposing drink old US lawman’'s CV?
10 Part of the Scillies, (5) (4) (7) (7)
eastern half 17 Comparatively adept 28 Robin's mate 6 Part of course inspires 20 Display of slippers

redeveloped

12 Useless way to carry 23
goods | imported

(2,4) (8)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

sailor with large

Old couple in Split,
dancing perhaps

defending small

(4) margins of error member of 24 before develop choppers Cornwall? (3,4)
11 Court investigation (5) change in (6) 21 It's mean to state how
leader rejected for 19 Button container that terminology 7 Location of member old someone is
debate needs refilling (7) of 24's old theatre (7)
(2,8) regularly (6,3) 29 Son joins keener cutting (2,3,4) 22 Crossing line, a bear

member of 24 at the 8
back

old character to

Stealing possible
contents of moundin 25
(7) Suffolk? (7)

rocks head office in

raised game (6)
Albatross beats this
bird of prey (5)
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IS 100 YEARS AGO
OCCASIONAL NOTE

CHICAGO is a wonderful city, but the
claim of its wheat ring to have gained control
of 36,000 million bushels of grain is—like the
report of Mark Twain’s death which once
emanated from the same centre—a trifle
exaggerated. According to Sir James Wilson,
formerly well known in India, the total yield
of wheat in 1923-24 in those countries for
which statistics are available was 430 million
quarters, which is less than a tenth of the
quantity said to have been cornered in Chica-
go. A corresponding discount may confidently
be made in the case of the fortune of four hun-
dred millions sterling said to have been
amassed by Mr. Arthur Cutten in the past
three weeks as the result of cornering opera-
tions. Even in America there is a limit to the
toleration extended to the piling up of mil-
lions; and Mr. Henry Ford, by clearing more
than four hundred million dollars on his last
reported year’s trading, was held to have gone
perilously near that limit. At the same time it
is an unpleasant fact that wheat has risen
nearly 50 per cent, in England during the past
year, and nearly 75 per cent, compared to its
pre-war price. Apparently there is every
prospect of its going still higher.

IS NEWS ITEMS
TANGIER CONVENTION

NOT RECOGNIZED
BY ITALY

THE Italian Government has declined
to adhere to the new Tangier Convention.

The Rome correspondent of The Times
says the Cabinet bases its decision on the
fact that Italy did not participate in the con-
ference at which the Convention was drawn
up. She repeatedly indicated her willingness
to participate but the requests were
unheeded. She therefore cannot do other-
wise than refuse to recognize a Convention
in the drawing up of which she was not con-
sulted, and which she considers impracti-
cable and not beneficial to Italian interests.

BOMBAY OUTRAGE

MYSTERY OF RED
MAXWELL CAR
SOLVED

BOMBAY, JAN. 29.

THE mystery surrounding the Red
Maxwell car alleged to have been used by
the assailants in the Malabar Hill outrage
is reported to have been solved by the
Bombay police.

It is said that on its way to Bombay the
car stopped for a little while at Lonavla,
where its occupants engaged the services
of a boy to bring a few bucketsful of water,
for which he was given a few coppers as
bakshish by Shafi Ahmad, who is now in
Bombay in police custody. Shafi Ahmad
was taken to Lonavla yesterday, when the
boy is said to have picked him out from
among many others.

“FLU" EPIDEMIC IN BRITAIN

SCHOOLS & OFFICES
AFFECTED

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)
LONDON, JAN. 30.

Britain is in the grip of a mild form of
“flu.” The epidemic has seriously affected
offices and workshops, which are very
short-handed, but so far few deaths have
been recorded.

The complaint is largely of an intestinal
form, and doctors state that the epidemic,
which is due to a mysterious triennium
cycle, is likely to reach its zenith in Febru-
ary. It will not be surprising if a large num-
ber of football matches are cancelled whole-
sale, and of the forty members of one Surrey
League team only five are fit to play. A vil-
lage in Hampshire with a population of 400
has no less than 260 under the doctors.

Many schools have been closed down
in Kent owing to the absence of teachers,
and at one school only forty out of 244 pupils
put in an appearance. The Medical Officer
for Buckinghamshire reports that one in
every eight of the population is ill. Mills in
Manchester are also greatly affected.

TROTSKY'S SUCCESSOR

STORMY CAREER OF
MICHEL FRUNSO

MOSCOW, JAN. 30.

MICHEL FRUNSO, who has been
appointed to succeed Trotsky, is the son of
a Moldavian peasant. Michel Frunso par-
ticipated in the Moscow insurrection. He
was prosecuted during the Tsarist regime
five times, and was twice condemned to
death, but finally he was sentenced to ten
years’ exile in Siberia. Escaping from Siberia
he organized revolutionary “cells” to the
Tsarist army in 1915, and later commanded
armies against Koltchak and Wrangel.

LOOTED EMBASSY

FRENCH DISCOVERY
IN LENINGRAD

A MESSAGE from Moscow states that
members of the newly appointed French
Embassy staff, on arriving in Leningrad to
take over possession of French State prop-
erty, found the building looted. Priceless
tapestries, valuable silver plate and furni-
ture were missing.

The Soviet authorities are investigating
the disappearance of the property which is
attributed to Zinovieff, who is said to have
ordered its removal.
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Bodolandonthepathtoprogress

Assamgovernmentismulling planstoboostthetourismindustry byimprovingrailconnectivity

NISHAT NIZAMI
GUWAHATI, 30 JANUARY

nce a hotbed of
insurgency, the
Bodoland Territorial
Region (BTR) in
Assam is seeing a new dawn
and ushering in a new era of
development. The newphase
of peace and prosperity is
driven by multiple develop-
mental projects including a
crucial railway route connecting
Bhutan, an expanded oil refin-
ery and a defence corridor.
Accordingto the chiefmin-
ister of Assam, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, around 20,000 people
hadlosttheirlivesin the con-
flicts that plagued the region
for decades. However, after
the signing of the Bodoland
Accord in 2020, the region
haswitnessed a new phase of
peace and isnow heading on
the path of development.
According to the govern-
ment, in the past three and a
halfyears, peace is prevailing
in the region and there have
beennoincidents ofviolence.
Around 6,000 people have

been brought into the main-
stream.

As explained by the CM,
the growth in the BTR region
isquicker than thatof therest
of Assam. “BTR is blessed
because they have special
funds comingfrom the Centre.
The council gets funds from
three sources, including the
Union government, the state
anditsown money. So, devel-
opment in BTR is faster than
that of the rest of Assam,”
said Mr Sarma.

After ensuring peace, the
local administration along
with the state government is

now aiming at bringing an
economicboostin Bodoland,
driven by various mega projects.
The Indian Railway is working
on introducing a railways
route from Guwahati to Bhutan
via Bodoland. The Himanta
Sarma government, which is
inalliance with the Bodoland’s
ruling party United People’s
Party Liberal, headed by
Pramod Boro, is seeking to
introduce a Vande Bharat
train between Guwahati and
Chirang. At present, thejourney
between the two districts takes
around five hours. With this
upcomingroute, the journey

time to Guwahati would be
cut down by two hours. As
informed by the CM, the rail-
ways also plans of setting up
arailway coach manufacturing
unit in the BTR.

Notably, the Bodoland area
shares a border with Bhutan.
The state governmentis mulling
plans to boost the tourism
industry by improving rail
connectivity between the two
nations. According to Mr
Sarma, the BTR has a deep
connection with the ‘Land of
Lamas’. “They share a very
close cultural bond. In Bhutan,
Gelephu, Mindfulness City,
work hasbeen started to estab-
lish a city like Singapore.
Bodoland is around eightkilo-
metres away from there. When
such huge development takes
place in the neighbourhood,
the BTRwould be an automatic
beneficiary of the progress. |
have had a talk with the king
of Bhutan and their Prime
Minister is also scheduled to
visit Assam on 25 February.
We are in touch for shared
development,” he said.

The state government is

also said to be in talks with
the Centre for setting up of a
‘Defence Industrial Corridor’
involving the Bodoland region.
Accordingto the chiefminister,
discussions with the central
government are on. “My dis-
cussionwith the government
of India is going on and I am
sure that Assam will get a
defence corridor,” informed
the CM.

Pointing out the challenges
involved in building the corridor
passing through Bodoland,
hesaid: “BTR has the maximum
land mass. So, it is very easy
tosetupindustryin theregion.
But these are lands of tribal
people. So, onehas to be very
careful because tribal people’s
first love is their land. If you
inviteindustryand I ask these
people to vacate lands, we
may see turmoil. Tribal people
canlive and die for theirland.
This progression has to be
very gradual and we should
not unsettle the peace.” “We
have to be very careful. While
negotiating with the tribal
people, one has to be sensitive
to their needs,” he felt.

Senior UP govt otticialsinspect
stampede siteat Mahakumbh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR,
30 JANUARY

Normalcy is fast returning
to the Mahakumbh mela area
on Thursday after yesterday's
stampede in which 30 pilgrims
were killed and 60 others
were injured.

While UP Chief Secretary
Manoj Kumar Singh, and
DGP Prashant Kumar visited
the Mahakumbh area on
Thursday, members of the
Judicial Commission led by
Justice (Retd) Harsh Kumar
are expected to arrive here
on Friday.

As per government esti-
mate, over 1.67 crore pilgrims
have taken a dip in the Sangam
till 4 p.m. on Thursday and
the total number of devotees
to visit the Mahakumbh so
far rose to over 290 million.

A minor incident of fire
was also reported near Jhunsi
Chhatnag Ghatand Nagesh-
war Ghat in Sector 22 in
which several tents were
reduced to ashes butno one
was hurt.

The chief secretary and
the DGP arrived here in the
morning and held several
rounds of meetings with mela
officials and police officers.
Both the officials also inspect-
ed the site of the stampede
and visited the Medical Col-
lege to meet the injured.

Two senior officials from
Lucknow have been rushed
to the Mahakumbh to oversee
the arrangements here.

The stampede took place
between 1and 2 a.m. on the
occasion of the Mauni
Amavasyaas pilgrims rushed
to take a dip in the river
breaking barricades.

In all 30 devotees lost
their lives while 60 others
were injured. The injured
were admitted to the medical
college where they are under-
going treatment.

On the other hand, Justice
Retired Harsh Kumar, chair-
man of the Judicial Com-
mittee on the Prayagraj
Mahakumbh stampede, said:
“We expect to submit areport
within a month.Tomorrow
morning, we will go for site

inspection, and although we
cannot say how long it will
take, we will try to complete
the work as soon as possi-
ble.”

“Site inspection for better
accuracy should be done as
soon as possible. It is too
early to say anything before
this,” he said in Lucknow.

The Judicial Commission
took charge today. The other
two members of the Com-
mission are ex-IAS D K Singh
and retired IPS V K Gupta.

After the stampede on
the Mauni Amavasya Amrit
Snan, the administration has
issued anew order regarding
the traffic system in the
fair.The entire fair area has
been declared a no-vehicle
zone and even two-wheelers
are not allowed to enter the
fair. VVIP passes have also
been cancelled and a one-
way traffic system has been
implemented to streamline
the movement of devotees.

Vehicles from neighbouring
districts of Prayagraj are being
stopped at the district borders
to reduce congestion.

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender No. : SDSTE-TELECOM-
GEARS-25, dated 25.01.2025.
Divisiona! Railway Manager, Easfam
Railway, Howrah, DRM Building, near
Raitway Station, Howrah-T11107 imdtes
Dpan e-Tanders agains! Tender No.
SDETE-TELECOM-GEARS-25 for the
foliowing work. Bidders will be abie 1o
submit their onginal’ revised bids wpio
closing date and fime only. Manual offers
ara nol allowed agans! ths endaer and
mny such manual offer received shal
ba ignofod. WName of Work:
Ranabdlitation of Telacom Gears lof
impraving raliability of the lalecom
nassts over Howrah. Bidding Sysiem:
Single Packel. Advertised Value:
T 2,24 52.220.18. Earmneal Money/Bid
Security: T 2.62,300.00. Tender
Document Cost : T 0.00, Period of
Complation: 12 Months. Validity of
D#fer: 80 Days. Date and Time of
uploading Tender: 20.01,2025 al 16.49
hrs, Bidding Start Date: 07 .02 2025,
Tender Closing Date & Time:
21.02,2025 a1 15.00 hrs. The details
are available at website www.
ireps.gov.in HWH-574/2024-25

Tardar Notices are also availabie ot Websits
wwrw e, Inddianraibways. gav nfwere reps. geen

Em-ua%ﬁwm

BARANAGAR MUNICIPALITY

A7, DESH BANDHU ROAD [EAST), KOLKATA-TONIS

Thas Chadrmany (nviles o= Tendars  Onling | o
sk of “instalaton of Waler Subenaribls Pump
@nd Pipokrn for Lisies Public Todled in Faabagan
‘Wt o 03 under Baranagar Murioipakly [urides
BEUP Fund]®, MieT Mo WELAD | BM | AT

NIT- 103 (aBELUM) /| 2024268 Daled. 30-01-200%
Tersder 1D Mo, 2038 _MAD_B0G128_1 Bl wiskenis-
mion of snd dale (onlrs’ m 10-02-2025 up o 6-05

PM, For defals peass oy on Mo

www wilenders.gov.in  ang  visit  wwa
baranagarmunicipality. org

1+ 18

Chairman

T
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An E-Tender has been
published vide N.l.e.T No. 691
for14 works under MDW. For
datail information, bonafied
contractors are requested 1o
sea the website 'whtenders
gov.in' up to 14-30 Hrs. on
15.02.2025.
Sd/-
Block Dav. Officer
Joynagar-1 Dev, BLock

Baharu, South 24 Parganas

EASTERN RAILWAY
CANCELLATION OF TENDER

Open E-Tender Mo, SD3TE-EI-SHE-
24-25, dated 15.01.2025 published
garlier by Senior Divisional 5ip. & Tele,
Enginear-l, Eastern Railway, Howrah,
DRM Building, Near Raibway Station,
Howrah-T11101, (o be opened on
06.02. 2025, in hereby cancelled duns
o some technical reason
HWH-5T52024-25

Tondar Motice s also available at wabisites .
W, L. gosin | waw.ineps. gowin

Follow us at ; [§] @EasternRailway

i @easternrailwayheadquarter

MORE TENDER ADS
ON PAGE 2

EASTERN RAILWAY
E-AUCTION NOTICE
e-Auction is inviled by Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastarn
Railway, Asansol Division, Station Road, Asansol, Pin- 713301 through
IREPS portal vide website www.ireps_gov.in for awarding the contracl.
Details of which are as undar : (A) Category of Auction : Commarcial
Publicity (Adverfising). e-Auction Catalogue No. : ASN-ADVT-14-02.
Auction start date & time : 14.02 2025, 14.00 hrs. Name of station
I Location [ Train No. & SLR : OOH : (i) At Jasidih - New circulating
area. OSN : (i) Al Dumka : Inside station, (i) At Deoghar : Inside station
Total 03 assets : No. of OOH assets : 01 and No. of OSN assets :
02. (B) Category of Auction : Misc. Static Services Category. e-Auction
Catalogue No. : ASN-MS5-MEDICAL. Auction start date & time :
14.02 2025, 11.30 hrs. Name of station / Location / Train No. & SLR
: Misc. Static Services : Medical Store at Jasidih, Madhupur and
Ranigan| staficn. Total No. of assets : 03. All prospective bidders are
advised o visil the website www.ireps.gov.in for full detalis and 1o
participate against the above mentioned e-Auction as per schedule

given

ASN-313/2024-25

Tender Notice ls sieo svalieble ot websites : werw v Indianraliweys. govin | warw.ireps. gov.in

pr—

Follow us al :.Euhmﬂlihny ﬂ_ﬁrutumihnyhndquumrl

===y

denng (delails can be sought al
wrww. whienders.gov.in) from ehgible

GTA | 2024-2025 Tender Reference

websile

NOTICE INVITING eTENDER

On behalf of the Principal Secreiary
Gorkhaland Terrilonal Adminstraton
Darjsaling, tEnoers are mwlsd by The
Executive Engmesr, Power Depar-
ment, Mirik Electrical Enginesrning
Division, for the work through e-ten-

and resourceful bona fide contracior
Memao Mo, 121 | EE | MEED ! PD [

No.. GTA f EE /| MEED / MieT-14 J
2024-25 (Elecinical YWorksy Dt - 30-01-
2025, Date of publishing of tender on
J0-01-2025 al

500 hrs, Last dale Tor subrmession of
bid onkne: 14-02-2025 up ic 3-00 hrs
Sdi-

Executive Engineer [Power)

Mirtk Electrical

Enginearing Division

Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration, Mirik

BARANAGAR MUNICIPALITY

§7, DESH BAKDHU ROAD [EAST], WOLKATA-THMIES

Tha Chasrman wivites 8- Tercen (Omine ) or ha
vetris of “Supplying of LED Ligh {30 wal) i inelss-
ot e Exisbing Poles o Diferenl Roedy ard
Fgces &1ihin Barsnags Muncipally |ursde BELE
Fured”, MilaT Mo - WEAD | BAY | PS80/ W70
(BEELIP] | 09d4-2% Datad: 30-07 00 Tamutas 1)
Moo 2025 _MAD BORT3N_1. S suberremsinn of and
clale [onins | & 1003-2035 up o -0 P8, For de-
tais please oy on W www, whisnders. gowim and
wiwt wearw. baranagarmunicipahSy org
E="
D humin ey

EASTERN RAILWAY
E-AUCTION NOTICE
E-Auction is invilied by Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern
Ralway, Maida (Auction Conducting Officer), Malda Office Building, P.O.-
Jhaljhalia, Distnct : Malda, PIN-T32102 [West Bengal) has published
e-auction catalogue on www.ireps.gov.in for operation of Pay & Use
Toiet lot at Munger and Pirpainti Stations over Malda Division. Auction
Catalogue No. : Pay-Use-02-2025. Auction Start : 14.02.2025 at 11:45
hours. (1) Lot No. : PnU-MLDT-MGR-Toi-37-24-1 and Station : Munger.
{2} Lot No. : PnU-MLDT-PPT-Toi-34-24-1 and Station : Pirpainti.
Prospeciive bidders are requesied fo visit IREPS e-auction module for
further details. MLD-206/2024-25
Tander Motkce is sso reailabie ot websies | wars e indianraibrys. gov.in | www. ireps.govin

Follow us at : !ﬁEmHaihlw I @easternrailwayheadquarter

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Executive Engineer, Central Mumbal (P.W.) Division, Worli

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 18 (2024-25) (Corrigendum No. 2)

Online E-Tenders in “EPC (Engineering, Procurement and Construction)” Form
for the following work are invited by the Executive Engineer, Central Mumbai
(P.W.) Division, Worli, Mumbai-400018 (Phone No,; 022-24931802 & 24936404
Government of Maharashira, Electronic Tender Management System
hitp:/imahatenders.gov.in from gualified experience contractors as per Qual-
ifing Criteria for this work,

Mumbai-400018

SL Name of Work Amount
No. (Rs. in Crore)
1 Construction of New Administrative Buiiding 18.09

{G+T7 Storyed) near Garden Gate in
Mantralay Premises, Mumbai

Already Published

Tender Issue Date | Date 29/01/2025 at 15.00 hrs to 04/02/2025 at 15.00
hrs

Pre-Bid Meeting Date 31/01/2025 at 15.00 Hrs at (Office of The Chief
Engineer, Mumbai PW. Region, Mumbai, Bandhkam
Bhavan, 4th floor, Fort, Mumbal.)

Opening Date Date 05/02/2025 at 15.00 hrs (Office of the Suprintend-
ing Engineer, Mumbai (P.W.) Circle, 5th floor Bandha-
kam Bhavan Fort, Mumbai)

Now Read as

SL Mame of wark Amount

No. (Rs. in Crore)

1 Construction of New Administrative Bullding 08,28

(G+7 Storyed) near Garden Gate in Mantralay

Premises. Mumbai.

Tender Issue Date

Date 04/02/2025 at 15.00 hrs to 10/02/2025 at 15.00
hrs

Pre-Bid Meeting

Date 06/02/2025 at 15.00 Hrs at (Office of The Chief
Engineer, Mumbai PW. Reglon, Mumbai, Bandhkam
Bhavan, 4th floor, Fort, Mumbal.)

Opening Date

Date 11/02/2025 at 15.00 hrs

(Office of the Supernintending Engineer, Mumbal (PW.)
Circle, 5th floor Bandhakam Bhavan Fort, Mumbal)

Date: 28-01-2025

All detall information is available on following websites.
Visit Web Site for details:

1. hitp:/imahapwd.gov.in

2. http:/imahatenders.gov.in

No. [EE/CMD/Tender/d56

DGIPR/ROC-6010/24-25

Executive Engineer
Central Mumbai (P.W.) Division
Worli, Mumbai

West Bengal Forest Development Corporation Limited
(WBFDCL), KB-19, Sector-lll, Salt Lake, Kolkata - T00106.

ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE
The underigned publishes NITs on befall of EOM, GFW, WEFDOL and DCF, URF Division a5 follows;
Bid Submission  Last Date of
NIT M. Waime ol Project StartDate  |Bid Subemissh
Ceeation and Mainterance of Babls
Flantatlon at the slopes af
SNPHIVBEDCTONN S | Erbunaments o ideitbed plces| JIO12005 | 1501005
qower 200 000w mitr of 20 Ha. |
Oetads of MITL G b sien 1w, wibtenders.gos bm and werw. wiride.com

Govermemt of Rajasthan
Office of Chief Medical & Health Officer, Pali (Raj)

E-Mail 113 :- emho-pal-ri@oic.in

Sr. No/NHM/ DrugSupply/ 2025
Notice Inviting E-Bid

E-Bids for Medicine and Consumable supply at CMHO ofhee Pali through rate

contract are invited from interested bidders upto 07-02-2035, Other particluars

E-Mail T = nL|h|11|~JI|w=g|11a:|.n-m

of the bkd may be visited on the procorement portal (bitpfeproc, rajasthan, gov
Ti® hl!l!i- -".i|.1|!'].l.ra|..'|1.lh.1.:|. Hi In) al the Slate

UEN Mo, MHS24250GLRCDE597

DMPRACSI L3025 Chief Medical & Health Officer, Pali

TPWODL oo s
TP WESTERN ODISHA Corporate Office . Burla,
CeSTRIBUTION LINITED Dist. -Sambalpur, Pin-T88017 (Odiaha)

Wiehsde  wew. tpwodl.com

T. Notice No. TPWODL/VP/OQ/SU/03S  Date : 31.01.2025
TP Western Odisha Distribution Limited, invites lender quotations
(in 2part bidding) from eligible vendors for the lollowing package :
Rate Contract for Supply of Gl Flats.
Interested bidders to submit Tender Participation Fee and
Authorization Letter through email on or before 8™ February
2025, 15:00 Hrs, after which the link from e-Tender system

shall be shared.
For detailed tender documents of the above-mentioned tender,

please visit Tender section on website : www.tpwesternodi-
sha.com. Further details for participating in tender is given in

the tender document.
All future correspondence regarding the tender, bid submis-

sion, bid submission date extension etc. will take place with the
participating bidders only through E-Tender system.
Sd /- Head-Contracts and Procurement

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Public Works Department P.W. Division, Panvel
Telephone No. 022-27452778

E-Tender Notice No. B3 (Open ONLINE) Year-2024-25
E-mail address: panvel.ee@mahapwd.gov.in
Fax Number: 022-2T467440

Executive Engineer, PW. Division Panvel, invite B-1 Tender
from Registered Contractor with Govt. of Maharashtra. Detail
Tender MNotice available on www.mahapwd.gov.in and
www.mahatenders.gov.in portal.

MNote: Total 1 work include in Tender Notice.

Online Tender Download & Bid Preparation Period: Date 30-01-
2025 at 10-00 A.M. to Date 23-02-2025, 18-00 hrs.

Online tender bid preparation last date: 23-02-2025 at 18-00 hrs.
E-Tender/O.No./P.W./PNL/ Dy. Executive Engineer

Office of the Executive Engineer P.W. Division
Public Work Division, Panvel Panvel
Dist.. Raigad

Date:

DGIPR/ROC-8004/24-25

Bl = <€

epaper.thestatesman.com

NOTICE

Director, Zoological Garden, Alipore
s inviting e-tender NIT NO:
2/1GA/works/e-tender/2025,
3/IGA/works/e-tender/2025,
4/1GA/works/e-tender/2025,

5/2GA/works/e-tender/2025,and
the last date of submission of
documents online is 07.02.2025
For details see website

whtenders.gov.in & kolkatazoo.in.

CF & Director
Ioological Garden, Alipore

 Follow us ot - [Jl] @EasternRallway

EASTERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM

Carmigandum o (1) e-Tendar Notice
No. : Q/ACIT/189 to 191/2024-25
(Cpen), dated 17.01.2025 &
(2) a-Tender Notice No. : OIACITI201/
2024-25 (Open), dated 16.01.2025,
which was publishad aarliar by
Divisional Railway Manager, Asansol,
Eastern Railway, Asansol Diviskon,
Station Road, Pin- 713301, (1) Duve to
unavoidable circumstances Tender
Case No. DJACITM90/2024-25 which
& scheduled o be Opened on
10002 2025 is re-scheduled to be
opened on 17.02.2025 & (2] Tender
Casa No. O/ACTI201/2024-25 which
to be read as OVACITMB2r2024-25,
Diher tarms and conditons will remain
unchanged ASMN-I122024-25
Tarsdar Notlcs b8 alss availabls i wabislbes -
www, o7 indianraibways gov.in | wew ireps. gow in

Kl @easternrailwayheadquarter

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

GORKHALAND TERRITORIAL
ADMINISTRATION
WE.S AR.0A., DARJEELING DIVISION
NOTICE INVITING eTENDER
On bohall of the Principal
Secretary, Gorkhaland Terrilorial
Administration, One (1) No, Tender
i mwiled by tha Exsculive
Enginear, Danealing Divislon,
WBSRDA through e-tendering (de-
imils can be  soughl nl
www. wbtenders.gov.in)
Date of publishing of tendar on
website: 31-01-2025,
Tendar Ref Mo.: 11 of 2024-25 (5l.
Nao. 44) (3rd Call)

HOWRAH MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

& MAHATHA GANDH ROAD. HOWRAR-T11101
033 2638 32112013 Faoo 033 2641 D830 W PRTSE i I

WB-HMC | NIT | ED | 21 / EEI / 24-25 Dated: 38-01-2025
E-Tender Motice

E-Tender in prescnbed form ane besng ited by Executve Engineer (Roads), HWMC
for impreverment of different roads by Cement Concrete work under Hiowral Municspsl
Corporation aread from reputed, resourceful & bona fide confractors. having sufficient
expgrmnce in similar nature of work. Related ndormation in detail will be availabis
fromt the e-Temnder Motice & Bhe Department of EE-U [ hilps:'whlenders. gov.in
(Tender 1D 2025 MAD_BOMEOT). Bad submisson (online} closing data: 18-02-2025
up fo 500 P.M. HMC Authonity reserves the righl o accepl o rejéct any application
without ary reason

15803225, 30-01-25 Secretary, Howrah Municipal Corporation

WESTERN RAILWAY

VARIOUS MATERIALS SUPPLY

| w9 TR R B A Wed) S50 ers SR el

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE No. S/07/2025 Date 27.01.2025
S.M. Shont Description of ltem Quantity | T.OD.
47 |SUPPLY, INSTALLATIONAND 32Nos | 17-Feb25

COMMISSIONING
48 [Supply and instaliation work for relocation of | 212Noa | 17-Feb-25 |
|____|Emergency Brake Valve N I E—
48 |VRLA CELLS OF BY MONO BLOCK 120 AH 146 Set | 24-Fob-25
 CAPACITY
50 | Provision of Earth Retum Brush. 1474 Nos | 24-Feb-25
51 _| Gilass unit for fixed window for LHB type coaches | 4350 Nos | 24-Feb-25
52 |MODIFIED TRANSITION SCREW COUPLING |27WMNos | 25-Feb-25
53 |ELECTRO MAGMNETIC CONTACTOR 240Noa | 26-Feb-25
COMPLETE ASBLY.
34 1Ant Creep Devicefor1in 1241 in 8.5 Tumout | 1000 Set | 26-Feb-25
&5 | Doubla Gider EOT Crana(DSL-SHROUDED |2 St 03-Mar-25
| TYPE) capacity 30THOT _______ -
56 | Tn plate panal mountsd braks syilem B0 Sal 03-Mawr-25
57 |GEAR CASE ASSEMBLY FOR HITACHI TYPE |480Mos | 10-Mar-25
TRACTION MOTOR
Regarding detailed notice EMD, Purchase restrictions and detailed
tender conditions, please visit website www.lreps.gov.in and
www. wr.indianrallways.gov.in 1833
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Tender Notice Na, : e-Tender/ 202503,
dated 29.01.2025. a-Tendars ane nvited
by Divislonal Raflway Manager (Engg),
5.E.Railway, Kharagpur-T21301 for and
on behalf of the Prasident of India for tha
foliowing works bafore 15.00 hrs, on tha
date mentionad against ilams and will ba
opaned at 15.30 hrs. | 3L No. & Tender
No.; Desoription of work; Tendar Valun;
Earmest Monay : (1) E-KGP-HO-03-2025;
Conatruction of Godown & Ofces far
centralizad elacom store al Kharagpur
unde (his junsdichon of Assiaban] Diviskonal
Enginesor!/Satllamanl/Kharagpur;
100,58 231.06; 72458005 (2) E-KGP-
EAST-D8-2028; Exoculion of work of
Construction of & New 60 badded Ruaning
Room sl Shalimar Statlon undar tha
jurisdiction of Divisional Enginser/'East/
Kharagpur. (Znd callly © 531,24 168628,
T 316 600/, (3] E-KGP-South-08-2025;
Construciion of sida pathway in steel gindar
bridges in Bridge Mo, 4 (1'% 30.5m), 8 (1
o 45 Tm), 208AC (1 ® 45.Tm), 78 {1
30.8m) in Howrah-Saniregachi-Amia
saction, in Bridge No. 188UP (1 x 12.2m
# 3 . 30.5m), 485L (2 x 30.5m), 1065L (3
% 30.5m) ol Kharsgpur-Rupsa-Ralalukah
saction, Bridge Mo, 3050 (1 x ¥0.6m), 3551
{1 = 30.5m}), B55L {1 x 45.7m), 1105L {1 x
30.5m}, 12850 {2 x 12.2m P5C + 1 x
30.5m}, 1365L (1 x 45.7m], T805L (1 »
45 Tm) of Tamluk-Digha section and ROR-
51 2305), ROR-2 (1 =45.7Tm) & 1334
ROR (1 = 14 Tm) in Kharagpur-Mimpura-
Tetanagar section under AXEMN/BRL/
Kharmgpur; T.4.21 03,076.01; ¥ 360,500/

(4) E-KGP-EAST-07-2025; Exscullon of
wark of Santragachi: Augmaniation of
langih of 2 nos. of lines (line no. 4 & 5)
along with exiansion of Pil & provision
ol necessary infrasiruciure required
for meamination of full langth LHB rakas
al recaplion yard ol Santragachl
Coanching Yard under the jursdiction of
Diviglonal Englnear/East, (2nd call);
T 1550 36, To0 A5; T 025 200/-Tendar
Document Cost ; 0 00 for each. Date of
apening : 11,02 2025 for sl no, 1,
17.02.2025 for sl no. 2, 18.02.2026 for sl
ne. 3 and 20.02.2025 for sl no. 4
Completion perlod of the work @ 12
Monite for sl no, 1, 08 Moniha Tor sl no,
£ and 18 Montha lor sl no, 3 & 4, Bidding
wtart Date : From 17.01.2028 and up 1o
16.00 hre. an 1100 205 for al. na, 1, From
03.02.2025 and up to 16.00 hre. on
17.02 2025 for sl no. 2, From 04,02 2025
and up bo 15.00 e, on 18.02 2025 for s,
rii. 3 @nd From 08 02 2025 and up 1o 15,00
hire. on 20,02 2025 for &i. no, 4. Inlerested
tenderers may visgll websila WwWahw,
Irepa. gov.in for full detalis/dessnipbanal
specihcalions of the tenders and submdl
Iheir bads anling. In no case manual enders
for these works will be accapled. N.B.;
Prospactive biddars may regularly visil
“wrww Ireps.gov.in®™ to paricipate in all
tenders. (PR-1081)

EASTERN RAILWAY
E-Tender Mo. 328 2024-25, dated
23.01.2025. Fallowing é-Tandad 8
invited online by Senior Divisional
Engineer/2, Eastern Radlway, Howrah,
DRM Bullding, Mear Railway Station,
Howrah=-711101 from Tenderers having
experience of similar nature of work and
required financial capabilites ncluding
those registerad with lrigaton/CPWDY
SEB/MES aor any public sector
undertaking for the following works
undear Sr. DEN/2fHowrah. Description
of work : Dankuni — Pollufion Confrod
ralatad works al Dankuni Goods shead
under Senior DEN/ZHowrah, Approx.
Cost: ¥ 1.31,16,902.94; Earnest
Money: T 2,15600.00; Cost of Tender
Form : Nil. Compiletion Period: 12
months. In case he date of closing
mentioned in the Motice Inviling Tendesr
is declared a holiday’ bandh/strike on
any accournt, the dale of dosing iender
anline will nof be changed as the
application in the websis of IREFS does
not parmit submission of any offer after
dlosing date and time of the lender
Howaver, opaneng of landars onlime will
be done next working date. Closing
date and time of tander : 17 .02 2025
al 14.00 hrs. The detall of tender are
avallable at websdo www. ineps. gov.in
Tenderarns are requested o Submil Dhes
offer onling on the above website. No
manual offer will be accepted
HWH-5F2R2024-25
Tandar Notice m alaa svadables i webalias -
Www.ar inganraitways. gow in | waw ireps gown

Follow us at : [} @EasternRailway
[l @easternrailwayheadquarter
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Israel balks atprisonerrelease

after hostage handover chaos

Hamas frees8 hostages, including femalelsraelisoldier, 5 Thainationals; Israeltorelease 110 prisoners

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KHAN YOUNIS, 30 JANUARY

amas-led militants
freed eight
hostages on Thurs-
day as part of the
ceasefire in the Gaza Strip,
but the chaotic handover of
some of the captives, who
were shuttled through a
rowdy crowd of thousands
by masked militants, drew
an angry protest from Israel.
Israel’s plans to release
110 Palestinian prisoners
later in the day were put on
hold by Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who
demanded that mediators
assure the safe exit for
hostages going forward. He
said later thathe had received
that commitment, and Israeli
mediareported thereleases
would go ahead.
Hamas released seven of
the hostages in front of the

destroyed home of its slain
leader, Yahya Sinwar, as thou-
sands pressed in. The militant
group called it a “message
of determination,” butit trig-
gered the latest in a series of
disputes that have sent US
and Arab mediators scram-
bling to patch up the truce.

The ceasefire is aimed at
eventually ending the deadliest
and most destructive war
ever fought between Israel
and Hamas, and securing the
release of dozens of hostages
abducted in the militant
group’s 7 October 2023, attack
that ignited the war.

Thefirsthostage ~ female
soldier Agam Berger, 20 ~ was
released after Hamas paraded
herin front ofasmaller crowd
in the heavily destroyed urban
Jabaliya refugee camp in
northern Gaza.

Hours later, a chaotic
scene unfolded atahandover
of the other seven in the

southern city of Khan Younis.
Hundreds of militants from
Hamas and the smaller Islam-
ic Jihad group arrived with
a convoy, and thousands of
people gathered to watch,
some from the tilted rooftops
of bombed-out buildings.
Footage showed hostage
Arbel Yehoud, 29, looking
stunned as masked militants
hustled her through the

shouting crowd, pushing
people back. Also released
were Gadi Moses, an 80-
year-old Israeli man, and
five Thailabourers, identified
by Israel as Watchara Sriaoun,
33; Pongsak Tanna, 36; Sathi-
an Suwankam, 35; Bannawat
Seathao, 27; and Surasak
Lamnau, 32.

Anumber of foreign work-
ers were taken along with

ARussiandronestrikesanapartment buildingin Ukraine, killingat least 4

AGENCIES
KYIV, 30 JANUARY

A Russian drone blasted a
hole in an apartment building
in north-eastern Ukraine
during a night-time attack,
killing at least four people
and injuring nine others,
officials said Thursday.

The Shahed drone blew
out a wall and surrounding
windows in the apartment
block in Sumy, a major city,
just after 1 a.m., the Sumy
regional administration said.
Four people were rescued
from the rubble, and a child
was among the injured, it
said, adding that 120 people
were evacuated.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy called
it “aterrible tragedy, a terrible
Russian crime.”

Congo’s leader calls
for massive military
mobilisation as
Rwanda-backed
rebels expand their
control

AGENCIES
GOMA, 30 JANUARY

Congo’s leader called on
young people to massively
enlist in the army to help
fight Rwanda-backedrebels
who were attempting to seize
more territoryin the country’s
east as a crucial meeting of
neighbours asked the Con-
golese government to talk
with the rebels. Rwanda’s
leader also threatened to
“deal” with any confrontation
from South Africaregarding
the conflict.

In his first public remarks
since the M23 rebels
advanced into eastern
Congo’s largest city, Goma,
on Monday, President Félix
Tshisekedilate Wednesday
vowed “avigorous and coor-
dinated response” to push
back the rebels while reaf-
firming his commitment to
apeaceful resolution. “Enlist
massivelyin the armybecause
you are the spearhead of
our country,” heurged young
people.

The M23 rebelsin eastern
Congo are backed by some
4,000 troops from neighbours
ing Rwanda, according to
U.N. experts, far more than
in 2012 when they first cap-
tured Goma. They are one
of more than 100 armed
groups vying for control in
Congo’s mineral-rich east,
which holds vast deposits
estimated to be worth $24
trillion and critical to much
of the world’s technology.

After capturing much of
Goma, a humanitarian hub
critical for the more than 6
million people displaced by
the conflictin eastern Congo,
witnesses said Thursday
morning that the rebels were
advancing towards South
Kivu’s provincial capital
Bukavu, causing fear and
panic among residents.

Therebels faced resistance
from the Congolese military
weakened after hundreds
of foreign military contractors
withdrew and handed over
their arms to the rebels.

il
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The war between Russia
and Ukraine, which enters
its fourth year next month
and shows no signs of ending,
has killed more than 10,000
Ukrainian civilians, according
to the United Nations.

Civilians have also
endured hardship caused
by Russian attacks on the
power grid that have denied

Rebels leader named inter-
im president: The Syrian fac-
tions that toppled President
Bashar Assad last month
named former rebel leader
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them heatmg and running
water. Many have been evac-
uated from areas along the
roughly 1,000-kilometre (600-
mile) frontline where Ukrain-
ian defenses are straining
to hold the bigger Russian
army at bay.

The fighting has been
especially fierce in recent
times in the eastern Donetsk

region, which Russian forces
partly occupy and appear
bent on capturing completely
in coming months.

A Russian artillery strike
on the Donetsk city of Kram-
atorskinjured eight people,
including two young children,
Donetsk regional head
Vadym Filashkin wrote on
his Telegram channel Thurs-
day.

“Anyone who still remains
in the Donetskregion is put-
ting themselves in mortal
danger,” Filashkin said. “Take
care of yourself! Evacuate.”

Russia launched more
than 80 drones at Ukraine
overnight, the air force report-
ed, in what are common
nighttime barrages. Most of
the drones were shot down
or stopped by electronic
jamming, it said.

dozens of Israeli civilians
and soldiers during Hamas’
attack. Twenty-three Thais
were among more than 100
hostages released during a
weeklong ceasefire in Novem-
ber 2023. Israel says three
Thais remain in captivity,
two of whom are believed
to be dead.

Yehoud had been at the
centre of a dispute earlier
thisweek over the sequence
inwhich the hostages would
be released. The United
States, Egypt and Qatar,
which brokered the ceasefire
after a year of tough negoti-
ations, resolved it with an
agreement that Yehoud would
be released with the others
on Thursday.

Prime Minister Netanyahu
condemned the “shocking
scenes” and called on inter-
national mediators to ensure
the safety of hostages in
future releases.

While signing Laken Riley Act, Trump says he’ll
send ‘worst criminal aliens’to Guantanamo

W, M

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 30 JANUARY

President Donald Trump on
Wednesday signed the Laken
Riley Actinto law, giving fed-
eral authorities broader power
to deportimmigrants in the
U.S.illegally who have been
accused of crimes. He also
announced at the ceremony
that his administration
planned to send the “worst
criminal aliens” to adetention
centre in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

The bipartisan act, the
first piece of legislation
approved during Trump’s

-

second term, was named for
Riley, a 22-year-old Georgia
nursing student who was
slain lastyear by a Venezuelan
man in the U.S. illegally.
“Shewas alight of warmth
and kindness,” Trump said
during a ceremony that
included Riley’s parents and
sister. “It’'s a tremendous
tribute to your daughter
what’s taking place today,
that’sallI cansay. It's so sad
we have to be doing it.”
Trump has promised to
drastically increase depor-
tations, but he also said at
the signing that some of the
people being sent back to

their home countries couldn’t
be counted on to stay there.

“Some of them are so bad
that we don’t even trust the
countries to hold them
because we don’twant them
coming back, so we’re gonna
send 'em out to Guan-
tanamo,” Trump said. He
said that he’d direct federal
officials to get facilities in
Cubareadytoreceive immi-
grant criminals.

“We have 30,000 beds in
Guantanamo to detain the
worst criminal aliens threat-
ening the American people,”
the president said.

The White House
announced a short time later
that Trump had signed a
presidential memorandum
on Guantanamo. Migrant
rights groups quickly
expressed dismay.

“Guantanamo Bay’s abu-
sive history speaks for itself
and in no uncertain terms
will put people’s physical
and mental health in jeop-
ardy,” Stacy Suh, program
director of Detention Watch
Network, said in a statement.

Trump White House rescinds memo treezing
federal money after widespread confusion

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 30 JANUARY

President Donald Trump’s

budget office on Wednesday
rescinded a memo freezing
spending on federal loans
and grants, less than two
days after it sparked wide-
spread confusion and legal
challenges across the coun-
try.

The memo, which was
issued Monday by the Office
of Managementand Budget,
had frightened states, schools
and organisations that rely
on trillions of dollars from
Washington.

Administration officials
said the pause was necessary
to review whether spending

aligned with Trump’s exec-
utive orders on issues like
climate change and diversity,
equity and inclusion pro-
grams.

But on Wednesday, they
sentout a two-sentence notice
rescinding the original memo.
The reversal was the latest
sign that even with unified
control of Washington,
Trump’s plans to dramatically
andrapidlyreshape the gov-
ernment have limits.

Administration officials
insisted that despite the con-
fusion, their actionsstill had
theintended effect by under-
scoring to federal agencies
their obligations to abide by
Trump’s executive orders.

“The Executive Orders

issued by the President on
funding reviews remain in
full force and effect and will
be rigorously implemented
by all agencies and depart-
ments,” White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt
(photo) said, blaming the
confusion on the courtsand
news outlets, not the admin-
istration. “This action should
effectively end the court case

and allow the government
to focus on enforcing the
President’s orders on con-
trolling federal spending.”
The vaguely worded order,
legal pause and eventual can-
cellation left organisations
confused and worried again
about what might be next.
Nourishing Hope, which
runs foods pantries, home
meal delivery and an online
food marketin Chicago, gets
roughly 20 per cent of its
food budget comes from the
federal government. CEO
Kellie O’Connell said the
biggestissue when the memo
surfaced was getting clear
and accurate information so
they could figure out how to
plan for the coming months.

5 given below:

NOTICE
[(Walk-in Interview)

In tarms of Mamo No. 1704-LA-3M-07/06 dated D6-06-2006 of the Daputy Secratary to the Govl. of Weast Ban-
gal, applications in plain paper are invited from the Retired Government Emplovees [Surveyor] for engagement
on contractual basis for different Land Acquisition Projects in the District of Maida. Details of the required post

Ahmad al-Sharaa as the coun- T 3
et - - Sl.No. | Name of Post | No. of Post Eligibility Maximum | Lastdate of | Date & Time
try's interim president on ;
R Age limit | submission | of interview
Wednesday. = AcENCIES of application
NOTICE 1 L.A. Surveyor Retired Govt. B5 Years as on| 11-02-2025 12-02-2025
That my client Vikash Kumar Kedia son Employea with | 01-01-2025 at 1-00 P.M.
ol Bajrang Lal Kadia, at 68, Meriin WOrKing
Jaba Fuswem, 288, 5N, FRoy Road, Noew prpariance
Mipore, Kollcata - TODO3S had lost LA LR
Deeed registered in the office of DS R )
Howrsh and recorded in Book: Mo. | and Setup

besng Mo, 779 for the yoar 2008 and
a0 lodged & General Diary in Alipore
Polica Station wide (i D. Entry No. 833
dated 09-12-2073 Any person Raving
any claim. share, righl, title, interesl
poncarning the mallar or any cbjecton
whalioowar muat notiy ha sama o the
undirsigred with docyamainiary
avidence, within 03 days from s dale
where after the claim if any shall be
deemed to ba waed and no further clasm

shall be entarizined.

Venue of Interviow

Terms & Conditions

Plasce of submission of application

i Land Acquisition Saction, Malda
New Annexed Administrative Bullding (3rd Floor), Makda

1 Office of the District Land & Land Reforme Officer, Malda
Ramnagar Kachar, Malda

: Caontract for 1 {one) year ikely to bs renewed up to B5 years of age
Al Pl reguinrsmani

No TA, | DA, will ba allowed o attending the interview

Sd/-

Memao No. 89/DICOMLD. Dt. 30-01-2025

Additional District Magistrate (L.A.)
MALDA

| DIREGTORATE GENERAL RESETTLEMENT| e

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

JOB FAIR

7th February 2025 - 07:00 AM onwards
(Registration till 10:00 AM)
Venue : Brahmaputra Hall

Narangi Military Station Guwahati

Documents Required :
ESM | card and five copies of latest CV/Bio Data with photograph

“BENEFITS FOR ESM JOB SEEKERS

Interact with Recruiters from Top PSUs/Corporates (Employers)
Hassle Free Recruitment Process
No cost access to Multiple Job Oppurtunltles

GUWAHATI

BENEFITS FOR EMPLOYERS
Free access to Veterans talent pool
Register online & book your company's stall at www.dgrindia.gov.in

Allotment on first-come-first-serve basis

—_

For furfhﬂrquﬂries & assistance, please contact:
Joint Director (SE & Cl) '
Directorate General Resettlement
West Block IV, RK Puram, New Delhi-110066
Tel: (Office) 011-20862542
E-mail: seopadgr@desw.gov.in
Web: http://www.dgrindia.gov.in
CBC 10401/11/0018/2425

DRZ [East]l I{nlkata

Tel : 033-29530195

E-mail : dneknl@dﬂswigumn
ESM & Venue Enquiries:

Col Tarun-Nauni,

Col Veterans 51 Sub Area
Mobile : +91 70990 49829

epaper.thestatesman.com

Form No.

Ses Regulation-15(1)(a) [ 16{3)
DEBETS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL
KOLKATA (DRT 3)

Bih Fipor, Jeévan Sudha Building
42-C, Jawahar Lal Nehny Road
Koty - TO00T
Case No.: OAM1572024
Summons under sub-section (4) of
section 19 of the Act. read with
sub-rule (2A) of rule 5 of the
Debt Recovery Tribunal (Procedure)
Rules, 1993

Exh Mo 4795
BANK OF BARODA
VS
M/S NEHA ENTERPRISE AND ORS.
To
(1) Miz Neha Enterprise And Ors., ldea
Towes, Block- B, Fiat No. 34, 57, Diamond
Harbowr Road, Opposiie Calcutta Hospital
(MR, Ekbalpwr, Kolala, South Twenty
Four Parganas, Wesi Bengal - 100023, also
it B, Abarindra Nath Thakur Sareni, Ground
Floor, Room Mo, 26 PS5 Shakespear
Sarani Kollkats- TODOT
(2] Mrs. lshan Jalan, 57, Diamond Harbouwr
Hoad, Opp. Cslcutls Hospital CMRI
Ekbalpur, Kolata - TOHICS
(3} Sneha Tibrewal, Block- B, 5th Fioor
180, G T Road. PO. Salkia, PS5
Malipanchghara, Howrah, Pin- 111106
SUMMONS
WHEREAS, DA S04 was isied belore
Hon'ble Presiding Offices/ Regisiar on
22082024,
WHEREAS thiz Hon'bls Tribunal i pleatsd
0 mEud Summons nOuCe on i 5ol
Appication under Seclion 18(4) of e Act
(LA} fied agamst you for recovery of dedis
of Rs. 60,36, 76,88 |application slong with
copies of documents alc. annaxed)
In accordance with sub-saction (4] of section
18 of the Acl, you, the dedendants ane
Qirecivg a8 under -
(1) o show causs within thety days of he
sarvic of surmenond & 10 why mbef prayed
o sy mol b granded
(i 1o discioss parbcudars of propames of
pesals ofhel than propefbes and assety
5.|,'|-|!|I;.|TH'|!! by e appucanl unoor S
mumiber 384 of the original apphcaton
fiil} you mre restraingd from daaling with o
disposing of secuned assets or such ot
@E58LE and propentss Ascosed unotor sl
number 3A of the orginal applcation
pending heanng and disposal of e
apphcation lor attechment of propertes
(] you - shall nol Fansiesr by way of sala
lemse or obherwise, awcapt in the ordinary
powuirss of his business any of he assels over
Which Sacunty imeres! 8 Cregied andoe
gthar assats propemies spe cified oo
disciosed under senal number 3A of e
original apphcation withou! the e
approwal of the Trbunal
(v your shial be Eable b0 BCooun for the saie
proceads reaised by sale of seouned assedy
OF Diner ES5ELE BN POperDes M ihe Deomary
course of busness and depos| such Sae
[hOCEEES 0 Ne SOOOUNT MalniEme wiin e
bank or financial nstitutions holding sacunty
imeresi over such gassls
You are also direcled o Gia [he wrilien
gigiement with a copy thereof fumished o
the apphcant and (o appear belore
Registrar on 10012025 =& 10:30 AM.
failing which the appecaon shall be heasd
and decided in your absance
Given under my hand and the seal of this
Tribunad on this date: 29.08 2024,
sgnature of the Dffiter authonsed o 55
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Casa No. : RC No. 141 of 2022
arising out of DA | 50 | 2020

Union Bank of India - Vs - M/s. Swastik Oil Refinery Pvt. Ltd. & Ors.
SALE NOTICE

Pyriuant o tha Ordar Mo, 18 di. 29.01.25 Passad by Ld. Recovary Ofcor,
DRT-1, Kolkatn there will be sale of tha iImmovable Proparias as mantionsd
bk “AS 1S WHERE |15 AND WHATEVER IS BASIS"

Proparties

Property of the CD Mo. 5 : EMTD of all that
pinco & parced of Land with partty boundary wall
admsasuring 05 Cottahs mons or less lying and
situated i Mousza - Madurdaha, J.L. No. 12,
ursdar Tolus Mo, 2008, comprsing G5, Khatian
Mo 133, C6 Dag No. 448 A S, Khallan Mo
188 of R.5. Dag Mo. [P), P.5. formerly
Tolygungs, then Kasha, ai prasant Tilala within
i lirnid of KMC. coversd undar tha Tile Deacd
Mo 48TH of 1992 datéd 13001862 & the name
of the CD No. 5, butted and bounded by : On
tha Morth : Plot No. LiP-38, On the South : 30°
A wide Road, On tha Easd | Piol No. LIP-33 &
34, On tha Wasl © 20° i wide Road

Reserve Price

Resarve Price of the proparty:

Rs. 1,23,00,000.00

(Hupess Ona Crors Twanty

Thirma Lakh onby)

EMD, 10% of Resarva Price

Rs. 12,30,000.00

(Rupsss Twalvds Lakh Thiry

Thousand only)

Property of the CD No. 8 : EMTD of all thal
prac & partel of Land with partly Boundary wall
admaasuring 05 Cottahag more of ads Iying
and alffuated st Mouza - Madurdaha, JL. Na
12, C.5 Dag Mo, 448, C 5. Khatian No. 133,
RS Dag Mo, 455 (P). LS, Khatlan Mo, 188,
Touzi Mo, 2008, Anandapur, P.O. - Ensl Kouaila
Townahip, PS5, - Anandapur (formarly Kasba),
Kokl - 700 107, within limit of Ward Mo, 107,
KM, Dintrict | 24 Parganas (South ), whech hsd
beon covered undor the registered Deod No
46711882, dated 13,03,1992 in the stale of
Wosl Bangal in tha nama of CD No, B, butied
and baunded by : On tha North @ Plat Na, LP-
34, O tha South : Piol Mo, LIPS, On (he Enst
Plot No. LIP-33 & 34, On the West : 20' . widae
Ft-.'m-i

Hnu Tmul L.snrj Arm: i 'I:I L'un.-mq. pur::h.-.uu:l through I'.m doods 1|:|5 f“uﬂluhu.
aach dead) and 2.13125 Coltaha out of 10 Cotlahs In Municipal Riosd al presamn
(10 R, ) aceordingly ol area B approsamalaly ©ESET Cottahs mons oF Mas

The salo will be done through a-auction. Tho intending purchassrs will kave (o
deponil &n pamasl monay lor wen amownt of 10% of ths ressne price n the mannar
required for nking part in e-auction which shall be adiusted in the case of successiul
bidddas @nd refundsd o oher bidders on the dale of sale (isall, Swccnasful biddar
ahall hava to deposit 25% of the sals procesds after adjustmdan of EMLD, on baing
knocked down, by next date |a. by 300 PM. after conclusion of the a-suctan,
failing whech the sarmesi money doposited shall be forfeilad. The purchaser shall
daposd iha balence T5% of the sale proceoeds within 15 days from ihe date of
auclion dala. Tha résane prce badow which the propary(las) ahall nol ba saold
I8 indicaled against the propary &8 the resarve price. EMD / furiher paymant
should ba made through DD in e nema of Recovery Officer, DRT-1, Kolkata
Motics: (8 hareby given hal in tha abssnce of any order of posipanamand, the =aid
proparty ahall be sold by way of anling Auction (e-auclion) which will be conductad
o 05.03.2025 bebtwaen 2 P.M. to 3 P.M. with 3 minutes unlimited extension
s-auction platiorm at the prospective bidder is required to download the Sale
Proclamabion and sale notice from hitps:/idrt.auctiontiger.net, of Mis.
E-Procuremant Technologles Lid. (Auctiontiger), at B-To4, Wall Straat - I,
Opp. Orlent Club, Ahmadabad - 380 008, Gujarat, Contact Mr. Ram Sharma,
Mob. : B0DO0 23297, email-id : support@auctiontiger.nat &
rlﬂiprnlldﬂlu:llnnllw.ﬂﬂ and megmlar thisr namas for partcepating o ha
auction with samast money through Demand Draft in favour of Recovery Officer,
DRT-1, Holkats payable st Kolkata so as (o reach [ha Tribunal on ar bafora
03.03.2025 baltora 01:00 P.M. The participants { Intending purchasers afe
ﬂﬂcﬂ-&.ﬂrrl-,' rduered 1o Swbsmit fﬂl"uwﬁ"l“ documanis | papers fear rltqlﬂrﬁ!h'_'ul'l
becauss only regaiersd paricipania | inlending purchasers can login and paricipais
in the E-auclion (Mota : Only Hardcopy of the docurmants will be antertalined by
his Tritsiina)

1. Bid mnd Bid daclaration fom

2 Sell atested copy of Pan Card and Aadhar Card

3 Self attested Valld Residential prool

4. Soll attestsd Valld E-maill 1D and Mobile Na

S In cada of Company go through the Sale Proctamation Malics

However the undarsigned sl not be responadile for any Brror eocurmed hrough
nabaork ot tha tirma of Auction
The usar D and password will be direcily sent io Registerad Participants | intending
purchasars with further directions, il amy, for login and participating in tho ha
avchn through on-ine. Tha othar barrms and condilions o same & e procamation
ol sale issued by the undersigned on 29.01,.2025
The Iniending purchasars or represantativas should contact Mr. Ajay Kumar
Burnwal, Chief Manager, Unlon Bank of India, Assets Recovery Branch,
Maobile No. 81110 13758, E-mail ID : ubini554731@unionbankafindia.bank
for dotads & inepaction
MNote : The infending Purchasers are mandalorily required o submit physical
copy of bid form before the Tribunal by 03.03,.2025 befors 01.00 P.M.

Sdi- Recovery Officer - |
Debis Recovery Tribunal Na, 1

Kolkata

Date : 29th Day of January'25
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THUMBNAILS

Collaboration between DFB,
TCG Digital: There is strateagic
partnership between
Deutscher FuBball-Bund (DFB),
the governing body of foot-
ball in Germany, and global
technological pioneers TCG
Digital. This innovation, fea-
turing live translated com-
mentaries in multiple lan-
guages, will soon be unveiled,
offering football enthusiasts
an enhanced viewing experi-
ence. Soon, Indian football
fans will enjoy a similar experi-
ence, with matches featuring
live Al-powered commentary
in regional languages.

BoB's stall: Bank of Baroda's
Bhubaneswar Region has
exhibited a stall at Utkarsh
Odisha - Make in Odisha Con-
clave 2025 held at Janata
Maidan, Bhubaneswar from 28
to 30 January 2025.

Jan Aushadhi shines at trade
fair: Pharmaceuticals and
Medical Devices Bureau of
India (PMBI) participated in
the 14th edition of the East
Himalayan Trade Fair (EHTF)
at Chandmari, Guwahati,
Assam, from 23 to 29 January
and exhibited Jan Aushadhi
stall model. As Northeast
India's biggest trade fair,
organised by ITPO in associa-
tion with the Department of
Industries & Commerce, Gov-
ernment of Assam, the event
served as a key platform to
promote affordable, high-
quality medicines.

Stockmarketsextend

ains for thirdsession

Optimism prevailedahead of the Union Budget &the RBImonetary policy meeting

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

tock markets closed
higher on Thursday
extending  their
rebound for a third
consecutive session.
Optimism prevailed ahead
of the Union Budget on Sat-
urday and the Reserve Bank
of India's (RBI) monetary
policy meeting next week.
Atclose, the Sensex gained
0.3 per cent (226.85 points)
to 76,759.81, while the Nifty
rose 0.3 per cent (86.4 points)
to 23,249.5.
Throughout the trading
day, Nifty reached a high of
23322.05and alowo0f23139.2

while the Sensex traded within
the range of 76962.88 and
76401.13.

On Nifty, the gainerswere
Bharat Electronics (4.32 per
cent), Power Grid Corporation
ofIndia (2.61 per cent), Hero
Motocorp (2.59 per cent),
Bharti Airtel (2.52 per cent),
and Cipla (2.35 per cent).

On the losing side were
Tata Motors (7.40 per cent),
Adani Enterprises (2.85 per
cent), Shriram Finance (2.75
per cent), Bajaj Finserv (2.52
per cent), and Adani Ports &
Special EconomicZone (1.81
per cent).

Bank Nifty concluded at
49165.95, recording an intraday
high of 49426.2 and a low of

49031.8.

Bharti Airtel, Power Grid
Corporation of India, Bajaj
Finance, Nestle India, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra were some
of the gainers on Sensexwhile
Tata Motors, Bajaj Finserv,
Infosys, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Wipro were on the losing
side.

Among the sectors, with
Nifty FMCG, Healthcare,
Financial Services, Pharma,
and OMCs indices ended
higherbyup to 1.55 per cent.
Nifty IT index ended lower
by 1.14 per cent dragged
down by Coforge and Mphasis.

Nifty Auto, Metal, PSU
Bank, and Consumer Durables
indices ended down by up

to 1.84 per cent.

Among the broader mar-
kets, the Nifty Smallcap 100
index gained 0.12 per cent,
while the Nifty Midcap 100
index edged lower by a mar-
ginal 0.01 per cent. The fear
index, India VIX, which meas-
uresvolatility in the markets,
ended up 6.70 per cent at
17.39 points.

Amongtheindividual per-
formers, SpiceJet shares gained
over 3 per cent after the airline
was assigned a 'BB-' rating
with astable outlookby CARE
Ratings.

Bajaj Finance shares
climbed 6 per cent, reaching
a record high of Rs
8,250.65.Shares of Suzlon
Energy rose by about 5 per
cent, extending gains for a
third consecutive day. Kotak
Mahindra Bank shares have
declined following a senior
retail banking executive has
resigned.

On the global front, Euro-
pean stocks and US futures
advanced asinvestors awaited

Apple Inc.’s earnings and a

potential European Central
Bank (ECB) rate cut.

The Stoxx600ro0se 0.4 per
cent, Nasdaq 100 futures
climbed 0.8 per cent, and
S&P 500 contracts gained 0.5
per cent.

Economic Survey tobe presented

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

The NarendraModi-led NDA
governmentissetto table the
Economic Survey in the Par-
liament on Friday afternoon.

Asisthe convention, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
will table the pre-budget
detailed state of the economy
document in the Parliament,
a day ahead of the Budget
presentation for the nextfinan-
cial year - 2025-26.

The Economic Survey
willbe tabled in the Lok Sabha
at 12 noon and at 2 p.m. in
Rajya Sabha.

The Economic Survey doc-
ument, prepared by the Eco-
nomic Division of the Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs in
the Ministry of Finance and
formulated under the super-
vision of the chief economic
adviser, gives insights into
the state of the economy and
various indicators 0f2024-25
(April-March) and some out-
look for the next fiscal.

The Economy Survey may

S e

also givesomeideaaboutthe
tone and texture of the actual
Budget for 2025-26, to be pre-
sented on Saturday.

The mostimportant feature
that many will look out for is
its central theme.

In2022, the central theme
was 'Agile Approach', which
emphasised India'seconomic
response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic shock. In 2023, it was
'recovery complete', when
the economy staged a broad-
based recovery from pan-
demic-induced contraction,
Russian-Ukraine conflict, and
inflation, and ascended to the
pre-pandemic growth path.
In 2024, it focussed on eco-
nomic resilience.

All eyes will be on the key
announcements and the gov-
ermnment's forward-lookingeco-
nomicguidancefortheremain-
deroftheModi3.0tenure. This
upcomingbudget comes against
the backdrop of weak GDP
numbers and weak consump-
tion in the economy.

With thisupcoming Budget
Presentation, Sitharaman will

udget 2025

have presented seventh budget.
She has already surpassed
therecord set by former Prime
Minister Morarji Desai, who
presented five annual budgets
and one interim budget
between 1959 and 1964 as
finance minister.

Like the previous few full
Union Budgets, the Budget
2025 will also be delivered in
paperless form.

TheIndian economy grew
by 5.4 per centinreal termsin
theJuly-September quarter of
the current financial year 2024-
25. The quarterly growth was
quitelower than RBI's forecast
of 7 per cent.In the April-June
quarter too, India's GDP grew
ataslower pace thanwasesti-
mated by its central bank.

The Reserve Bank in its
latest monetary policy had
cutIndia's growth forecast for
2024-25 to 6.6 per cent from
7.2 per cent. The government
expects 6.4 per cent growth.

India's GDP grew by an
impressive 8.2 per centduring
the financial year 2023-24,
and continued to be the fastest-
growing major economy. The
economy grewby 7.2 per cent
in2022-23 and 8.7 per centin
2021-22. The Economic Survey
tabled in July 2024 "conserv-
atively" projected India'sreal
GDP growth at 6.5-7 per cent
for 2024-25, acknowledging
that market expectations were
higher. Real GDP growth is
thereported economic growth
adjusted for inflation.

Toyota sells 10.8
mn vehicles in 2024

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Toyota Motor remained the
world's top-selling automaker
for a fifth straight year in
2024 selling 10.8 million vehi-
cles.

Last year, the Japanese
automaker posted a 3.7 per
cent drop in global group
unit sales including those of
compact car maker Daihatsu
and truck unit Hino Motors.

It was largely due to a
steep slumpinsalesinJapan
where the automaker faced
fallout from governance issues
over certification test pro-
cedures, especially at Dai-
hatsu.

Sales of Toyota's parent-

only vehicles, which include
those of its namesake and
Lexus brands, fell 1.4 per
cent from a year earlier in
2024 to0 10.2 million vehicles
due to adouble-digitdecline
in Japan.

Toyotasold arecord num-
ber of cars overall, due to
demand for its hybrid vehicles
in the United States, it saw
unit sales in China decline
by 6.9 per cent amid heavy
price competition in the
world's top car market.

Of its parent-only sales,
gasoline-electric hybrids
made up a record 40.8 per
cent. Battery electric vehicles
accounted for 1.4 per cent.

Germanrival Volkswagen
Group, which is second-
ranked, earlier this month
reported a2.3 per centdecline
in unit sales last year to just
over 9 million vehicles, as it
seeks to cut costs at home
and fight a price war in key
market China.

Bank of Baroda
posts 5.6 pc rise
in Q3 profit

MUMBAI, 30 JANUARY

State-run Bank of Baroda
(BoB) on Thursday reported
a 5.6 per cent year-on-year
(YoY) increase inits net profit
for the third quarter of the
financial year 2024-25 (Q3
FY25). The bank's net profit
stood at Rs 4,837 crore, up
from Rs 4,579 crore in the
same quarter last year.

The bank’s net interest
income (NII), which represents
the difference between interest
earned and interest paid, rose
by 2.8 per cent YoY to Rs
11,417 crore, compared to
Rs 11,101 crore in the year-
ago period. For the first nine
months of the financial year
(9MFY25), Bank of Baroda’s
net profit grew by 12.6 per
cent to Rs 14,533 crore. The
bank’s operating profitin Q3
FY25 stood at Rs 7,664 crore,
a 9.3 per cent YoY growth,
accordingtoits stock exchange
filing. AGENCIES

Adani Ports & SEZ’s Q3 FY25 profitafter taxup by 14 pcYoYto32,520 cr

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 30 JANUARY

Adani Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone's (APSEZ) con-
solidated net profit rose by
14.12 per cent to Rs 2,520.26
crore based on a 15.07 per
centincrease inrevenue from
operations to Rs 7,963.55
crore in Q3 FY25 over Q3
FY24, according to a company
statement issued here on
Thursday.

Its profit before exceptional
items and tax gained 11.17
per cent year-on-year (YoY)
to Rs 3,047.72 crore in the
quarter ended 31 December
2024. The company had
reported an exceptionalloss
0fRs 27.85 crore in Q3 FY25.

APSEZ's Earnings Before
Interest, Taxes, Depreciation
& Amortization (EBITDA
excluding forex) jumped 15
per cent to Rs 4,802 crore in
the quarter of FY25, compared
to Rs 4,186 crore registered
in Q3 FY24.

Domestic ports con-
tributed Rs 5,534 crore to

EBITDA, while the contribu-
tion oflogisticswas at Rs 529
crore. APSEZ claimed that
with 70 per cent domestic
port EBITDA margins, it is
one of the most profitable
port operators globally.

During the quarter, APSEZ
recorded a cargo volume of
113 million metric tonnes
(MMT), registering growth
of 4 per cent YoY.

APSEZ stated that it has
revised its FY25 EBITDA guid-
ance upwards to Rs 18,800
to Rs 18,900 crore, from the
earlier range of Rs 17,000 to
Rs 18,000 crore.

On a nine-month basis,
APSEZ's net profit jumped
32 per cent to Rs 8,038 crore
ona 14 per centrise in revenue
from operations to Rs 22,590
crore in 9M (nine months)
FY25 over 9M FY24.

APSEZ clocked 332 million
metric tonnes (up by 7 per
cent YoY) cargo volume in
9M FY25. The growth was
primarily driven by container
volume (up by 19 per cent
YoY).

APSEZ's Mundra Port
achieved aremarkable mile-
stone by handling 100 MMT
of cargo in just 181 days. In

November last, the port
reached another significant
milestone by handling 396
vessels and executing 845
vessel movements, making
it the highest ever monthly
achievement.

The company's operating
revenue grew by 14 per cent
YoYtoRs 22,590 crore, while
itsrevenue from ports jumped
11 per cent YoYto Rs 17,172
crore and itslogistics revenue
increased by 22 per cent to
Rs 1,852 crore in 9M FY25.

APSEZ has also successfully
completed the acquisition
of a 95 per cent stake in
Gopalpur Port, in Odisha,
strengthening its presence
along the eastern coast of
India. As a deep-draft, multi-
cargo port, Gopalpur Port
plays a significant role in
supporting the growth of
mineral-based industries in
its hinterland.

APSZ has also acquired
an 80 per cent stake in the
Astro Offshore Group, aligning
with its strategy to expand
its footprint in the global

marine services market.

APSEZ'swhole-time Direc-
tor & CEO Ashwani Gupta
said: "I am excited to share
the fantastic momentum we
have achieved during 9M
FY25, driven by exceptional
execution across three key
areas of our business - market
share gains coupled with vol-
ume-price mixincrease, trac-
tion in logistics vertical, and
operational efficiencies along
with technology-led gains.
On the logistics front, we
launched a new trucking plat-
form, which is beingintegrated
across therest of the logistics
value chain and will make
usatrueintegrated transport
utility. We have also upgraded
our FY25 EBITDA forecast
toRs 18,800 to 18,900 crores.
Moreover, it is incredibly
gratifying to be recognised
by S&P Global CSA as one of
the Top 10 companies globally
in the transport industry.
This prestigious recognition
reflects our focus onimbibing
sustainability across our oper-
ations".

‘Air pollutionisaninsidiousthreat to cardiovascular health, contributing to global public health crisis’

RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY

With more than four decades
of experience, he is known
as an expert in performing
Angioplasties, Mitral Balloon
Dilations, Peripheral Vascular
and Carotid Interventions.
As President-Elect of Cardi-
ological Society of India (CSI),
he has his priorities well cut-
out—to educate and eco-
nomically empower patients.
He minces no word in admit-
ting that Bengal’s ambitious
and much-hyped Swastha
Sathi scheme have worked
wonders in economically
empowering patients from
even the most vulnerable sec-
tion of the society. ‘Even a
rickshaw-puller or a small
sabjiwala can now avail of
the best treatment and the
best hospitals. That’s the
beauty,” he says. Some of the
health schemes at the national
level have also come in handy.

Speakingto The Statesman,
Dr Dhiman Kahali, Director
of Interventional Cardiology,
BM BirlaHeart Research Cen-
tre and President-elect of Car-
diological Society of India,
delves atlength on wide-rang-
ingissues- from heart diseases
caused by air pollution, lifestyle
aspects and the most modern
treatment facilities that are
coming up.

Excerpts:

Q: Pollution and air pollution,
ingeneral, isahot topicnow.
Air pollutionis increasingly
recognised as a significant
risk factor for cardiovascular
disease, contributing to a
global public health crisis.

What do you have to say
about it? How does air pol-
lution affect cardiovascular
health?

A: Actually, fine particulate
matter (PM2.5), nitrogen diox-
ide (NO2), and other pollutants
have been linked to the devel-
opment and worsening of
conditions such as heart
attacks, stroke, and chronic
heart failure. Prolonged expo-
sure to these harmful sub-
stances can lead to inflam-
mation, oxidative stress, and
vascular damage, ultimately
compromising heart health.
Air pollution is an insidious
threat to cardiovascular health,
affecting millions worldwide.
Prolonged exposure to pol-
lutants, such as particulate
matter and nitrogen dioxide
and sulphur dioxide triggers
systemic inflammation,
oxidative stress, and endothe-
lial dysfunction, ultimately
leading to heart diseases. As
the Director of Interventional
Cardiology at BM Birla Heart
Research Centre,  have wit-
nessed an alarming rise in
cases of coronary artery dis-
ease among younger patients,
many of whom live in high-
pollution areas. Mitigating
this risk requires a multi-
pronged approach—improv-
ing air quality, raising public
awareness, and early detec-
tion of cardiovascular risks.
Advances in interventions,
including angioplasties and
peripheral vascular treat-
ments, can address the dam-
age caused, but prevention
remains paramountimpor-
tance. Air pollution is not
justan environmental issue;
it'sapublic health emergency.
We must act decisively to

protect the heart health of
future generations.

Q: You mentioned about
chronic heart failure. Could
you please explain this?
What causes this?

A: Chronic Heart Failure
(HF) is defined as inability
in the heart to pump adequate
blood to the different tissues
of the body to perform their
normal activities. So it is
failure of the heart with
broader connotations. Many
patients, even young patients
thatwe see today, complain
about shortness of breath
or difficulty in breathing.
The complaints of shortness
of breath or heavinessin the
chest, fullness of the
abdomen, edema of the legs,
facial fluffiness are very com-
mon. These patients tell us:
“Sir, previously I used to
walk 4 to 5 km easily but
now even after going 100
metres, | am getting out of
breath.” So these are the
common symptoms apart
from some chest heaviness,
palpitation etc. HF is com-
mon. In the US also the num-
ber of such incidence is 60
to 70 lakh and within a few
years it will touch one crore.
Theincidence of HF is more
in women than in men,
because of the increased
lifespan of the women and
itisincreasingin the society
because of the fact that our
longevity is also increasing
and there are several comor-
bidity conditions in the elderly
population. There are three-
four types of heart failure.
No. 1- heart failure with the
reduced rejection fraction
where the heart doesn't pump

efficiently and the heart is
dilated and itdoesn't contract
properly. So this is a very
ominous disease and you
know HF with preserve rejec-
tion fraction denotes where
the heart failure is there but
associated with the normal
pumping function of the heart.
But the complaints of the left
ventricle or the left heart are
lesswhere blood doesn't come
normally from theleft atrium
to the left ventricle because
of increase in the stiffness of
the heart. It occurs in cases
of diabetes, hypertension,
chronickidney disease, atrial
fibrillation, hypertension,
heart diseases and so on. 3rd
is mid ejection fraction. This
occurs due to inefficient blood
pump and it is called heart
failure in the mid ejection

fraction. There can be 4th
type of HF, which occurs with
improved ejection fraction.
Thismeans the ejection frac-
tion was 20 to 25 per cent
and improved to 50-60 per
cent sometimes. We should
remember in this case that
patients withimproved ejec-
tion fraction, should not be
indulged in having plenty of
food orlarge quantity of food.

Q:Thereisalsoischemicdis-
ease, right? What are the
causes?

A: Coming to the causes
of ischemic disease, it is one
of the heart diseases, which
isvery common in our country.
Hypertension and hyperten-
sive heart disease is second
common cause and then rheu-
matic heartdisease. Rheumatic
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heart disease is a condition
inwhich the heartvalves have
been permanently damaged
byrheumaticfever. Rheumatic
feveris aninflammatory dis-
ease that can affect many
connective tissues, especially
in the heart. Untreated or
under-treated strep infections
putaperson atincreased risk.
Though the number or
instances of rheumatic heart
disease is decreasing across
many parts of the world, it is
still rampant in our society
and there are still a large
number of rheumatic heart
disease patients.

Q: So it is very important to
identify the exact cause of
HF. Isn’t it?

A: Yes, while diagnosing
HF, itisimportant to diagnose,
whether itis the shortness of
breath or chronic obstructive
lung disease. So that's very
important and we can dif-
ferentiate the two in many
ways, like a bedside eco-car-
diogram, by x-ray of the chest,
and also NT pro B, NP pro.
These two are very sensitive
and if they are elevated, that
indicates symptoms and signs
ofheart failure. And itis very
important to diagnose or dif-
ferentiate from chronic
obstructive lung disease
because many of these patients
have secondary lung disease
and congestion in the lungs
secondary to the primary
pathology. Soischemic disease
isvery common and normally
it occurs in the middle aged
and elderly individuals. Iron-
ically, in our country, we find
itinlower age group patients
as well. Sometimes we find
that patients come with heart

attack even at the age of 21.
Recently I came across and
treated a patient of 21 years
old and hehad aheartattack.
We also get many patients,
who are in their prime age-
early 30s or early 40s.

Q:Itisalso alifestyle disease,
right? And there is something
called ‘golden hour’ in the
context taking a patient to
the doctor or hospital.....
A:Yes, Iwould like to men-
tion here that our patients
come to the emergency depart-
ment of the hospital very late,
and not as per recommen-
dation - that is, within 2 to 3
hours, maximum. Sometimes,
HFs are associated with
obstructive sleep Apnea and
for that, night sleep analysis
isrequired. We, Indians, suffer
from ischemic heart disease
more than any other countries
because of our very bad lifestyle
modification measures like:
we eat plenty and it contains
deeply fried food like Luchi,
Parathaand Samosaetc. And
our food habit is not only
bad, it also contains less of
fibre, less of fresh fruit and
vegetables and contains deeply
fried foods. And then we do
much less exercise. Majority
of us do not go for exercise.
And many of us smoke ciga-
rettes and it is very common
cause of heart attacks at a
young age. Also, obesity is
rampant in the society and
many of us do not go for
regular exercise, especially,
cardiac training and that is
very important. Many of our
patients do not come imme-
diately after heart attack to
the hospital. They go here
and there and go for finding

the doctorand ifheis available
then for the ECG machine.
At times, they would like to
believe that this is not from
the heart. And all such
dilly-dallies cause massive
damage to the heart. Remem-
ber first 2-3 hours are called
the Golden Hour. Unfortu-
nately, many patients come
much after that--sometimes,
after 6 to 12 hours, that is
after completely damaging
the heart muscle. One must
remember 50 per cent of the
death caused by heartattacks
canbeavoidedif patients are
rushed to the hospital within
the first 2-3 hours.

Q: Where does India stand
vis-a-vis other developed
and developing countriesin
terms of cardiac treatments?

A:Imustsay that the treat-
ment is very robust now.
There is what people call
Sport Foundation Therapy.
Then the medical treatment
of chronic heart failure starts
with abetablockers, Diuretics
as the cornerstone therapy.
Then there is Mineralocorticoid
receptor antagonists and they
alsoreduce the mortality like
the other two molecule sig-
nificantly. Another group is
Angiotensin-converting
enzyme (ACE) inhibitors which
are medications that help
relax the veins and arteries
tolowerblood pressure. ACE
inhibitors preventan enzyme
in the body from producing
angiotensin II, a substance
that narrows blood vessels.
We have anew drug which is
available in our countrywhich
improves with the heart muscle
directly and it has lesser side
effect.
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Angad, Arshdeep
in senior India
hockey squad

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Hockey India on Thursday
announced a32-membermen's
squad ahead of the
Bhubaneswar leg of the FIH
Pro League 2024-25, which will
be held at the Kalinga Hockey
Stadium.

Veteran drag-flicker Har-
manpreet Singh will continue
to lead the side with deputy
Hardik Singh by his side. India
will kickstart their campaign
with matches against Spain,
Germany, Ireland and England
from 15 to 25 February, playing
each team twice.

Impressive performances
in the junior team and the
ongoing HockeyIndia League
have won 22-year-old Angad
Bir Singh and 20-year-old
Arshdeep Singh their first
senior team call-ups for the
upcoming FIH Pro League
matches.

The squad includes first-
choice goalkeeper Krishan
Bahadur Pathak alongwith Suraj
Karkeraand Princedeep Singh.
Jarmanpreet Singh, Amit Rohi-
das, Captain Harmanpreet
Singh, Sumit, Sanjay, Jugraj
Singh, Nilam Sanjeep Xess,
Varun Kumar and Yashdeep
Siwach will be stationed in
defence.In the midfield, the
team features Rajkumar Pal,
Shamsher Singh, Manpreet
Singh, Vice Captain Hardik
Singh, Vivek Sagar Prasad,
Nilakanta Sharma, Moirangthem
Rabichandra Singh and Rajinder
Singh.

Playing in the attack will be
Abhishek, Sukhjeet Singh, Lalit
Kumar Upadhyay, Mandeep
Singh, Gurjant Singh, Boby
singh Dhami, Shilanand Lakra,
Dilpreet Singh, Araijeet Singh
Hundal, Uttam Singh and lastly,
Angad Bir Singh and Arshdeep
Singh make the cut.

Speakingon the squad selec-
tion, Indian Men’s Team Head
Coach Craig Fulton stated,
“Extremely happy with the
squad we have selected for the
upcoming Bhubaneswar leg
matches of the FIH Pro League
2024-25.1believe this team can
win us games, perform in har-
mony, and most importantly,
play an impressive brand of
hockey. Looking forward to
training with the playersin the
camp and starting our Pro
League campaign on the right
note.”

“I'havebeenscouting these
players over the last few weeks
and am excited to see what
they do against some of the
bestinternational teamsin the
world.” he added.

India squad:

Goalkeepers: Krishan
Bahadur Pathak, Suraj Karkera,
Princedeep Singh,

Defenders: Jarmanpreet
Singh, Amit Rohidas, Harman-
preetSingh, Sumit, Sanjay, Jugraj
Singh, Nilam Sanjeep Xess,
Varun Kumar, Yashdeep Siwach

Midfielders: Rajkumar Pal,
Shamsher Singh, Manpreet
Singh, Hardik Singh, Vivek Sagar
Prasad, Nilakanta Sharma,
Moirangthem Rabichandra
Singh, Rajinder Singh

Forwards: Abhishek, Sukhjeet
Singh, Lalit Kumar Upadhyay,
Mandeep Singh, Gurjant Singh,
Angad Bir Singh, Boby Singh
Dhami, Shilanand Lakra, Dilpreet
Singh, Araijeet Singh Hundal,
Uttam Singh, Arshdeep Singh.

Mumbai City FC, East Bengal

aimtostayalive for playoffs

Havingstruggled throughoutthisseason, both teamsarestruggling to qualify for the knockouts

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 30 JANUARY

oth Mumbai City FC

and East Bengal FC

will keen to retain

their recent good
form when they meet for an
Indian Super League (ISL)
clash at the Mumbai Football
Arena on Friday.

The hosts mustbe pleased
atreturning towinning ways
with a 3-0 triumph against
Mohammedan SClast week.

They will aim to extend
thatstretch and stay amongst
the playoff spots, since the
team s currently placed sixth

with 27 points on the back
of seven victories and six
draws. The Petr Kratky-
coached side has a chance
to do aleague double for the
second time over the Red &
Gold Brigade, having won
thereverse fixture by 3-2 pre-
viously. However, Mumbai
City FChaven’tbeaten them
athome in the competition,
even being unable to find
theback of the netin both of
their previous encounters
against the Kolkata-based
side in this stadium, losing
and drawing once each. East
Bengal FC, however, have
struggled to find their feet

on theroad thisseason. They
have won just once in their
last eight away games, drawing
once and losing six times.
Theirlast two away matches
have given them 0-1 results
against them. However, East
Bengal FC'’s last game saw
them bag a 2-1 win against
Kerala Blasters FC, as they
snapped their two-game goal
drought.

Currently, the Red & Gold
Brigade are at the 11th spot
inthe points table. They have
won and drawn once in their
previous five matches, losing
thrice, and have 17 points
from as many games. Trailing

the sixth-placed Islanders by
10 points, thisis their chance
tocutthegapinadirectcon-
testand then hope to produce
awinning run to make alate
surge for the playoffs. Whether
they succeed in doing so is
something that remains to
be seen, but they will take
confidence from Mumbai
City FC’s recent 0-3 home
losses to NorthEast United
FC and Jamshedpur FC.
Defensively, Mumbai City
FC have allowed the fewest
touches (274) in their penalty
area and conceded the least
shots from inside the box
(106). The team has kept six

clean sheets and given away
22 goals in ISL 2024-25.

However, the Islanders
have not consistently been
at the top of their game
upfront. They scored the
fourth-least goals in the ISL,
netting 22 times, as Nikolaos
Karelis leads the charts for
them with nine strikes fol-
lowed by Lallianzuala
Chhangte at two goals.

After scoring eight goals
and registering three assists
last season, East Bengal striker
Cleiton Silva has failed to
find the back of the net even
once in the current
campaign.

Niko Kovacappointed new
Borussia Dortmund manager

AGENCIES
DORTMUND, 30 JANUARY

Borussia Dortmund have
appointed Niko Kovac as
their new head coach, the
Bundesliga club announced
on Wednesday. The 53-year-
old takes over from Nuri
Sahin, who was dismissed
on 22 January following a
string of disappointingresults
in the Bundesliga and an
early exit from the German
Cup. Kovac, who previously
managed Bayern Munich
and Wolfsburg, has been out

of work since leaving Wolfs-
burginMarch 2024. He now
faces the task of revitalizing
a struggling Dortmund side
that currently sits 11th in
the Bundesliga table with
just seven wins from 19
games. In his first statement
as Dortmund boss, Kovac
expressed his excitement
and determination to turn
things around for the club.
“All thoseresponsible at BVB
gave us a very good feeling
during the talks, soIam con-
vinced that we can achieve
alot together in the future.”

Working Hours of Computerised Reservation
Offices on the occasion of Saraswati Puja

All computerised reservation offices over Kolkata and

Gavi of Bihar

bidder

fid

¥ Detalls af work:-

5. Project scope B work
To undertake

(1) Construction of Baheri Bypass Road from (Km 0.00 To 4.90) under RCD, Road Division
Darbhanga for the year 2024 -25

For further detalls please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

PR- 18466 ( R C D ) 2024-25
A9 & |, watg B g aRaw

@%@; Road Construction Department
e Office of the Executive Engineer, RCD, Road Division Darbhanga.
5BD BASED DETAILED NOTICE INVITING RE-TENDER
(through e-procurement mode only- https://eproc2 . bihar.govin)
(Only e-tendering system through website : https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in)
NIT No.:- RCD/DBG/08/2024-25
Designation and Address of the Advertiser : Executive Enginees, RCD |, Road Division, Darbhanga
2. Date of Issue of Notice Imviting Tendes
Period for download of Tender Document

4. Date, Time & Place of Pre Bid meeting

5. Merlod af uploading tender Docwment by

6. Date, time & Place of opening of Technical ; Date 18.02.2025, Time- 15:30 howrs or next working day

i :
| s o Costof BOO | Bid processing Tl of
in R fee in Rs
Estimatisd Earniest p - . Ciompletion
Bid Cost/ECV | money [As y ) . {Excluding
Mame of Wark through Oling miode only
Mo {Rs. In In Lakh] MEH SN0
Lakh) | ol ne/off onling mode in favor of oeriod] i
1 ] ]
[ ke only [(Mon Beltron (MNon .
Refundable)  Refundable) .
Construction of
Baheri Bypass Road
f KEm D00 T
rom | - 12 {Tweive)
4.90) under RCD, | 3748.49322 £7.49 10,000.00 2900.00 Aot
Road Division B
Darbhanga for the
year 2024-25

8. Date, Time & Place of opening of Financial Bid © To be snnounced after approval of

29.01.1035
From 11.02.202S To 17.02.2005 up to 15:00 houwr
From Website. - https.//eproc2 bihargowvin
Date 13.02. 2025 at 11 howrs at the office of the  Chisl
Engineet, North, Rosd Congtruction Department. Bihat
Fatna.

: Date 11.02.2025 To 17.02. 2025 ©ill time 1500 Hours o

hitps://eproc. bihar.gov.in

of last date of uphoading of tender document by the
biddery au stated that in sbove serial-5
Flace: On Website - hitps://eprocl. bihar.gonin

Technical Bid
Place on website - hitps://feproc2. bihargovin

Executive Engineer,
R.C.D., Road Division, Darbhanga.

Proctoscope- Child

-,

3
-4 PFI:II.'IE;BEGIJ!'- Ad u.lt
g |

b

Re-Tender for the Procurement, Rate Contract and Supply& Installation
of Medical Equipmentfor different Govt. Health Institutionsof Bihar.

Notice Inviting Tender No.-BMSICL/2024-25/ME-401
{Only through E- Tender on website:-https://eproc?.bihar.gov.in}

The Bihar Medical Services and Infrastructure Corporation Limited, Patna invites e-bids

from interested parties for Procuremant, Rate Contract, Supply& Installation ofMedical

Equiun]t:'ntfmdlﬂerﬂn! Government Health Ina-!ltutlunmf Bihar as listed below:-

| Name of Medical Equipment

1 | dﬂ'fﬂ!ﬂ l:_'.u.ntcr-ltratnr ;:.Si.-ltru:l- 8
L Oeygen Concentrator [ L0LIbre| 9
Sucan achine (oot Operatd |10

Adjacent to State Health Society,Patna- 800014,Bihar
Phone/Fax: 491612 2283287+ 91612 2283289

SL, No., Name of Medical Equipment
8 | laryngoscope Adult
Laryngoscope Paediatrie
| Laryngoscope infant_

11 | Tourniquet - Adult

13 Tuurniqun.*l: Chile
13 | Owygen cylinder Type-0

TENDER

e=TENDER NOTICE

PANCHAYAT

MNotice Inviting e-Tender by the
undersgnad for different works
vide NIT Mos, Publish of NIT Mo
eMIT-15 | DAMDIM GP | 2024.25,

Dated 20-01-2025. For further

information oL MY wisit:
hitps:fiwbilenders.gov.in

Sd/-

Pradhan

Damdim Gram Panchayat

OFFICE DAMDIM GRAM

Fi Mebulizer

Oxygen :l,llinﬂ-eﬁl;'pe B with all accessories
[with flow meter/tubing/catheter/face
mask/nasal prongs)

14

Tender Reference Na.

BMSICL/2024-25,/ME-401

Mal Development Block, Jalpalguri

Date of Pre- Bid Meeting

04" February 2025%ak 15:00 Hrs in Conference hall of
BMSICL, 3™ Floor, Swasthya Bhawan, Behind IGIMS,

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Divl. Rly. Manager, MW Rly. Bikaner
for and on behalf of Presidant of India
invites open E-Tender for the following
works up to 15:00 hours on
21.02.2025 as below- 1) E-Tender
Motice Mo.: 188, Name of Work with
ts Location: Suratgarh - Anupgarh -
TRR (P) of G0kg-R260 for 43.251 Thm
under jurisdiction of ADEN/Suratgarh.
Approo. costol work: © 6 78,83 887 23
Earnest Monay: © 4 B9 400/-. 7} E-
Tender Motice No.: 191, Nama of
Work with lts Loecation: Sofl
upgradation of Kalarwall mibviry stabon
undar Amril Bharal Station Schamao
under ADEM/Sirsa. Approx. cosi of
work: ¥ 8,330,684 058 168 Earnast
Monay: T 565300/- Note: Oihar
farma & conditions will ba shown on fhe
MW Ry, wabsite wwwiireps.gov.in

135-AR2S

| Sheikhpura, Adjacent to State Health Society, Bihar All

| pre-bid gueries {as per form-16, Section -1V of bid
document] to be submitted through e-mail on
bmsicltenderequipment@gmail.comupto 05™ February

2025till 15:00 Hrs

{Mote:- No pre-bid queries would be entertained
after the above mentioned dead line)

anline bids

Last date and time of submission of | 03™ March 2025upto 17:00 Hrs,

Last date and time for submission of | 04™ March 2025t1l 14:00 Hrs,
original document of EMD

Tech m-:gl Bid

fimancial Bids

Date, Time and Place of opening of

Date and time of opening of

To be announced later on
https:/feproc?.bihargovin

04" March 2025(at 15:00 Hrs.) on the website of
https:/feproc.blhargovin In the office of BMSICL

Validity of Tender

| 180 Days

Bid Processing Fee

Cost of the tender document

. Mon- refundable,

: Rs 590/ (on the website of https://eproc2. bihar.gov.in )

1. To participate in E-Tendering the tenderer will have to be reglstered with E-Tendering sérvice
provider. For this, help desk =mjunctionservices limited Rl complex, 2 Floor, Canara Bank,
Campus, khajpura, Ashiana road, P5 ~5hastri Magar, Patna-B00014, Toll Free No.-18005726571,
Email-1D: eproc2support @ biker gov. Incan be spproached,

2. Any gueries and questions regarding the tender shoubd be addressed to MD BMSICL (either
through letter ar through e-mail;- md-bmsicl-bih@nic.in andfor bmsicl eqguipment@gmall. com
or contact no, 0612-2219634/35) up to 7 days before of clasing of anline bid registration

For further details please visit website state,bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

Rs.11,800/- (Eleven Thousand Eight Hundred only)
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Howrah area will function in the first shift only i.e. from
08:00 hrs. to 14:00 hrs. on 03.02.2025 (Monday) and
will remain closed in the second shift i.e. from 14:00 hrs. lo
20:00 hrs. on the occasion of "Saraswatl Puja™. Howeaver, current
booking counters al Howrah, Sealdah and Kolkata Terminal will

function as usual Dy. Chief Commercial Manager/DB

EASTERN RAILWAY
Follow us at: B @EasternRailway ﬂ @easternrailwayheadquarier
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Commissioning of Auto Signalling for more
Safety & Mobility

Non-Interlocking work at Ballygunge Jn. &

Kankurgachi Road Jn.

over Sealdah Division

Regulation of some Local Trains on Saturday & Sunday

ON SATURDAY (01.02.2025)

® CANCELLATION : Sealdah-Baruipur Jn. : Up : 34611,
34613, 34617, 34621, 34623, 34601, 34625, 34627, 34629,
34649, 34633, 34651, 34637, 34639, 34643, 34645, 34647,
Down : 34612, 34614, 34616, 34618, 34620, 34622, 34624,
34626, 34628, 34650, 34632, 34652, 34636, 34638, 34642,
34644. Sealdah-Sonarpur Jn.: Up : 34411, 34417, 34419,
34429, 34431. Down : 34412, 34414, 34416, 34418, 34432,
34434, BBD Bag-Barulpur Jn.: Up : 30451, Sealdah-
BBD Bag : Up : 30411. Down: 30412, 30416, Canning-
Barasat : Up : 33061. Champahati-Majerhat: Up : 30511,
Majerhat-Ghutiari Sharif : Down : 30552. Madhyamgram-
Majerhat : Up : 30357, Down : 30358. Sealdah-Barasat:
Down : 33438, Sealdah-Nalhati: Down : 31422, 31442,
K Budge Budge-Naihati : Up : 31051, 31053, 31055.
® SHORT TERMINATION/SHORT ORIGINATION : At
New Alipore (Kolkata) : Up : 30111, 34165, 34111,
34113, 34115, 34117, 34119, 34121, 34123, 34125, 34127,
34129, 34133, 34137, 34141, 34167, 34145, 341498, 34151,
34153, 34155, 34157, 34158, 34161, 34163. Down : 30122,
34112, 34114, 34116, 34118, 34120, 34122, 34124, 34126,
34128, 34130, 34132, 34136, 34140, 34168, 34146, 34148,
34150, 34154, 34156, 34158, 34160, 34162, 34164, 34166.
At Majerhat : Up : 34147. Down : 34152. At Sonarpur
Jn. : Up : 30711, 34899, 34641. Down : 30712, 34858, At
Barasat : Up : 30317, 30361. Down: 34062. At Prinsep
Ghat : Up : 30313. Down : 30314. At Dum Dum Jn. :
Down : 30142.

® DIVERSION : (1) 30152 Naihati-Majerhat, (2) 30154
MNaihati-Majerhat, (3) 34052 Naihati-K Budge Budge,
(4) 34054 Nalhati-K Budge Budge, (5) 34056 Kalyani
Simanta-K Budge Budge will be diverted to Sealdah (Main &
North).

SPECIAL TRAINS (WITH STOPPAGE AT ALL
STATIONS ENROUTE) : (1) Dum Dum Jn.-Barasatl Special
(from Dum Dum Jn. at 08:10 hrs. ), (2) Sealdah-Ranaghat
Special (from Sealdah at 19:00 hrs.), {3) Sealdah-Nalhatl
Special (from Sealdah at 15:05 hrs.), (4) K Budge Budge-
New Alipore (Kolkata) Special (from K Budge Budge at 17:30
hrs), (58) New Alipore (Kolkata)-K Budge Budge Special
[from New Alipore (Kolkata) at 20:12 hrs.], (8) Sealdah-
Baruipur Jn. Special (from Sealdah at 17:43 hrs. ).

deaply regretted.

For commissioning of Hot Standby Dual Visual Display Unit Electronic Interlocking system with two (02) nos. 65 inches
VDU-Monitor to replace Old RRI Panel at Ballyguange Jn. and Kankurgachhl Road Jn. with provision of Multi Section
Digital Axle Counters (in place of Track Circuits) In connection with the commissioning of Automatic Section in
between Ballygunge Jn. and Kankurgachi Road Jn. (Chord Line) in Sonarpur-Ballygunge Jn.-Kankurgachi Road
Jn.-Dum Dum Jn. section of Sealdah Division, 52 hours Non-Interlocking work will be undertaken at Ballygunge
Jn. from 00.00 hrs of 01.02.2025 (Saturday) to 04.00 hrs of 03.02.2025 (Monday) and 28 hours Non-Interlocking
work will be undertaken at Kankurgachi Road from 00.00 hrs of 02.02.2025 (Sunday) to 04.00 hrs of 03.02.2025
(Monday). Consequently, arrangements in traln operation will be as under :

PR- 18468 | B & C ) 2024-25

GM (Procurement)
BMSICL, Patna

a9 ) W, ware Wy g gt
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ON SUNDAY (02.02.2025)

® CANCELLATION : Sealdah-Baruipur Jn. : Up : 34611,
34613, 34621, 34623, 34625, 34627, 34649, 34633, 34651,
34637, 34639, 34643, 34645, 34647. Down : 34612, 34614,
34620, 34822, 34624, 34626, 34650, 34632, 34652, 346386,
34638, 34642, 34644, Sealdah-Sonarpur Jn.: Up : 34411,
34417, 34420, Down : 34412, 34414, 34416, 34432. BBD
Bag-Baruipur Jn.: Up : 30451, Sealdah-BBD Bag : Up :
30411. Down: 30412, 30416. Canning-Barasat : Up :
33061. Champahati-Majerhat : Up : 30511. Majerhat-
Ghutiari Sharif : Down : 30552. Madhyamgram-Majerhat:
Up : 30357. Down : 30358. Sealdah-Barasat : Down :
33438. Sealdah-Naihati: Down : 31422, 31442, K Budge
Budge-Naihati : Up : 31051, 31053, 31055.

® SHORT TERMINATION/SHORT ORIGINATION: At
New Alipore (Kolkata) : Up : 30111, 34165, 34111, 34113,
34115, 34117, 34119, 34121, 34123, 34125, 34129, 34133,
34137, 34141, 34167, 34145, 34149, 34151, 34153, 34155,
34157, 34159, 34161, 34163. Down : 30122, 34112, 34114,
34116, 34118, 34120, 34122, 34124, 34126, 34130, 34132,
34136, 34140, 34168, 34146, 34148, 34150, 34154, 341586,
34158, 34160, 34162, 34164, 34166. At Majerhat : Up :
34147. Down: 34152, At Sonarpur Jn. : Up : 30711, 34899,
34641. Down : 30712, 34898. At Barasat : Up . 30317,
30361. Down: 34062. At Prinsep Ghat : Up : 30313. Down
: 30314, At Dum Dum Jn. : Down : 30142,

® DIVERSION : (1) 30152 Naihati-Majerhat, (2) 30154
MNalhati-Majerhat, (3) 34052 Nalhati-K Budge Budge,
(4) 34054 Naihati-K Budge Budge, (5) 34056 Kalyani Simanta-
K Budge Budge will be diverted to Sealdah (Main & North).
SPECIAL TRAINS (WITH STOPPAGE AT ALL
STATIONS ENROUTE) : (1) Dum Dum Jn.-Barasat Special
(from Dum Dum Jn. at 08:10 hrs.), (2) Sealdah-Ranaghat
Special (from Sealdah at 19:00 hrs. ), (3) Sealdah-Naihati
Special (from Sealdah at 15:05 hrs.), (4) K Budge Budge-
MNew Alipore (Kolkata) Special (from K Budge Budge at 17:30
hrs), (5) New Alipore (Kolkata)-K Budge Budge Special [lrom
Mew Alipore (Kolkata) at 20:12 hrs. |

There may be delay in train services during this period. Inconvenience which is likely to be caused to the commuters, is

Divisional Railway Manager, Sealdah
IRAILWAY
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SHARDUL CREATES RANJI TROPHY HISTORY

India seamer Shardul Thakur claimed a hat-trick for Mumbai
adainst Meghalaya in a must-win Ranji Trophy match here

o at the Sharad Pawar Cricket Academy on Thursday. He
_became the second bowler to take a hat-trick during
the 2024/25 Ranji Trophy season after Himachal
Pradesh’'s Rishi Dhawan achieved the feat against
Pondicherry. He became the fifth bowler from

Mumbai to take a hat-trick in the Ranji Trophy.

For more updates

THUMBNAILS

Mohinder Amarnath backs
PM Modi's 'Fit India Initia-
tive', advocates for domes-
tic cricket commitment:
Former India cricketer
Mohinder Amarnath has
voiced his strong support
for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’ s Fit India initiative,
emphasizing that a nation"s
success is closely tied to its
overall fithess levels. He also
backed the Board of Control
for Cricket in India” s (BCCI)
move to make participation
in domestic cricket mandato-
ry for Indian players, stress-
ing that the foundation of
the sport lies in its grass-
roots development. Amar-
hath believes that fithess is
crucial not only for athletes
but for the entire country.
Speaking about the impor-
tance of health, he
remarked, “A fit country is
always a successful country.
If you look at it, nations that
prioritize sports and produce
great sportsmen also pro-
duce great individuals. They
are rich in every respect,"
Amarnath told the media.
Highlighting the significance
of caring for their well-being,
he added, "Health is more
important than anything. If
you have health, you have
life. It is very important to
be a healthy nation. | com-
pletely agree with Mr.

Modi’ s vision.” Amarnath
stressed that sports should
be made compulsory at the
school level, ensuring that
children develop a strong
foundation in fithess from a
young age. “Sports is a must.
| believe all schools should
ensure that children actively
engage in sports,” he said.

www.thestatesman.com

4thT20Il:Teamindialooktobounceback
againstresurgentEngland, sealseries

Chastised by thedefeatinthethirdtie, hostsaimtosealfive-matchseriesinRajkotclash

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

ndia will be keen to

make up for the lost

opportunity in Rajkot,

and bounce back with
awin to seal the five-match
T20I series when they take
on a resurgent England in
the fourth T20 International
in Pune on Friday.

Sanju Samson’s technical
weaknesses against express
pace along with Rinku Singh’s
dip in form and fitness issues
will be the focus areas, India
would seek to improve ahead
of the Pune match. Suryaku-
mar Yadav's men won the
first two games in Kolkata
and Chennai. Samson, the
maverick keeper-batter from
Kerala, who started the T201
season with three hundreds
against Bangladesh and
South Africa, hasn’t been
able to get the desired results
in the ongoing series.

In the current rubber, he
has had scores of 26, 5 and
3 but more than the numbers,
the concerning factor is his
palpable discomfort against
anythingbowled above 145
clicks.

Against Bangladesh at
home, he faced Taskin
Ahmed, Tanzim Hasan Shak-
ib while in South Africa
Andile Simelane and Lutho
Sipamla were among the
bowlers.

These are bowlers who
fire in between 130 to 140

clicks and can be hit through
the line on flat decks.

However, England fast
bowlers Jofra Archer and
Mark Wood are different
beasts, bowling between
145 kmph to 155 kmph and
thatsearing paceis creating
a lot of problems for Sanju
Samson.

During all three games
in the series so far, the Kerala
batter couldn't even get his
batdown as deliveries would
thud into Phil Salt’s gloves.

While itis perceived that

Samsonis one of the batters
earmarked for next year’s
T20I World Cup, and in that
case, he has to iron out his
flaws against express pace
with the help of Team India
head coach Gautam Gambhir
and new batting coach Sitan-
shu Kotak.

The Indian team will also
be expecting the return of
Rinku, who was out of the
last two games due to back
spasms.

In his absence, Dhruv
Jurel came in as a replace-

ment for the No.7 position
but he has looked out of
place in this particular format
unlike Test cricket.

But even Rinku, after a
glorious start to his T20I
career, has gone off the rails.
The Indian middle order
hasn't exactly played England
spinner Adil Rashid well so
far and with Shivam Dube
back in the mix, it will be
interesting to see if Gambhir
takes a chance with him.

The third option is
Ramandeep Singh, who also

looks exciting as a finisher
and is a better seamer than
Dube.

In the pace department,
Arshdeep Singh will be itch-
ing to return to the XI after
he made way for Mohammed
Shami for the fourth match
of the five-game series in
Rajkot.

Shami needs a lot of bowl-
ingin match situations and
the Rajkot game was a decent
restart to his international
career without being
spectacular.

Davis Cup 2025: Team India confident ahead ot Togo clash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY

Backed by strongpreparations
over the previous week, includ-
ing acclimatization, singles
and doubles-specific training,
and team cohesion building,
Team India is confident of
deliveringarobust performance
in their Davis Cup 2025 World
Group 1 Playoffs tie against
Togo at the DLTA Complexin
New Delhi on 1 and 2 Febru-
ary.

Led by captain Rohit Rajpal,
a former Davis Cupper and a
member of the Indian tennis
teamatthe 1990 Asian Games,
Team India consists of five
members: the experienced N
Sriram Balaji, Ramkumar
Ramanathan, Mukund Sasiku-
mar, along with debutants
Rithvik Bollipalli and Karan
Singh. "We all got in early. I
am grateful to Ashutosh, our
coach, our physios,andall the
boys. All of us got in early
because we wanted to get
going, everyone was coming
in from different parts of the
world. The idea was that we
do not let up, we have a good
camp through and through,

get used to the conditions, to
the courts here, be sharp and
well prepared,” Rajpal said at
the press conference on Thurs-
dayasquoted bya pressrelease.

"Itis Davis Cup, we do not
and should not take anybody
lightly. We (India) ourselves
have beaten some very, very
good teams in the past. We

arereadyfor everything, what-
ever comesourway," headded.

Returning to the team is
India's highest-ranked Men's
Singles player Mukund Sasiku-
mar, who says he is already
enjoyingthe team atmosphere
here: "I have enjoyed a team
atmospheresince [ wasyoung.
Sometimes the individual tours

get too lonely, so I enjoy an
ambiencelike this.lam extreme-
ly lucky to be part of the team
with such seasoned players
and so much to learn from.
Each player is important to
the team. Even the number
sixplayeris equallyimportant
inmyeyesasthenumberone.
If he does not provide that

level of intensity in practice,
thenumber one player cannot
practice. For myself, [ am part
of Team India, and that is the
way [ look at it."

Togo, currentlyranked 73rd,
35 places below India (38), is
on a ten-match winning run
that has seen them beat high-
er-ranked opponents such as
Latvia. Led by captain Alisama
Agnamba, presiding over a
four-member team of global-
ly-based players Padio Isak,
Thomas Setodji, Liova Ajavon
and M 'lapaAkomlo, therising
West African sidewillbe hoping
foranupset. “Asatennis player,
you approach every game
pretty much the same way.
You expect your opponent to
compete at the best level. We
knowIndiaisatough opponent,
butwe are very confident that
if we compete at our best, the
resultwillgo ourway,” Agnamba
said. “This group of guys have
been playing together since
2022.Itisalways player against
player, and you always expect
your player to play the best,
andifyouhave therightattitude,
nothing can surprise you.”

Rajpalalsounderlined Indian
plans for creatinga Davis Cup-

specific programme. "As far
as our next steps go, we are
internally discussing sending
the whole team, along with
the support staff, all over the
world asagroup, as many suc-
cessful nationsalreadydo. We
are also in discussions with
the Rafael Nadal Academy in
Spain to create a base for our
training for overseas tourna-
ments. Wewould wantto train
in the same ecosystem and
play continuously at thatlevel
during the season. We have
also called in thenext generation
of players to train with us. We
wantto createasolid pipeline,
create a strong system with
centres of excellence that can
churn out talented players."

Thomas Setodji, aseasoned
Davis Cupper, observedIndia's
comprehensive preparations
for the tie: “We arrived early
on Monday morning. Most of
the time last year, the team
came together three or four
days before matches. I think
five daysis enough toadaptto
the conditions. But I was sur-
prised that the Indian players
were already here. [ saw there
were eight players, which I
think is very good.”
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Lucyrallies Australia U19
eves tor World Cup push

IR

AGENCIES
KUALA LUMPUR, 30 JANUARY

Australia captain Lucy Hamil-
tonbelieves her team's unex-
pected defeat to Sri Lanka
in their final Super Sixmatch
in Bangi on Wednesday could
serve as a turning point,
inspiring them to go all the
way attheICCWomen's U19
T20 World Cup 2025, accord-
ing to International Cricket
Council (ICC).

The Aussies (Australia) had
already booked their place
in the semi-finals of the U19
T20 World Cup prior to the
match against Sri Lanka, but
were undone by spin and
failed to chase down 100 for
victory as they lost their
unbeaten status at the tour-
nament.

Australia will need an
improved performance when
they face South Africa in a
knockout semi-final in Kuala
Lumpur on Friday, and Hamil-
ton thinks her side can bounce
back quickly from the loss
to Sri Lanka and perform
well against the Proteas at
Bayuemas Oval.

Hamilton remains confident
that her side can learn from
the setback and put in a
stronger performance when
they face South Africain the
semi-final at the Bayuemas
Oval in Kuala Lumpur on
Friday.

Hamilton, who is playing in
her second U19 T20 World
Cup, remains optimistic about
her team’s chances against
South Africa.

"I think today was a really
good day for just bring us
down to earth and reiterate
thatits areally tight compe-
tition," Hamilton said after
the defeat to Sri Lanka, as
quoted from the official web-
site of the ICC.

"All the girls are really excited
and looking forward to getting
out there and playing the
semi-final," she added.
"We will take alot from todays

I

game knowing other teams
have alot of spinners as well
so just adapting to those
conditions quicker," she said.
Australia's bowlers did well
to restrict Sri Lanka to just
99/8 with that bat, but the
Aussies’ high-profile top-
order failed to cope with the
slow conditions in Malaysia
as the opposition spinners
claimed all seven wickets
available as the Australian
run chase was restricted to
87/8.

It means Australia will enter
the knockout stages of the
event without any of their
batters havingscored a half-
century and talented 15-
year-old all-rounder Caoimhe
Bray is the only member of
the side to feature in the top
10 run-scorers at the tour-
nament.

Hamilton, who is featuring
athersecond U19T20 World
Cup, thinks Australia's batters
learnt a lot from the loss to
Sri Lanka and is backing
them to perform well against
the Proteas (South Africa).
"The girls are disappointed
with the loss, but credit to
Sri Lanka as they played
really welland we gotbeaten
with our batting," Hamilton
said.

"I thought we bowled really
welland putalot of pressure
onthem, butjustdidn'tcarry
itonwith the bat," she noted.
With none of Australia’s bat-
ters yet registering a half-
century in the tournament,
concerns remain over their
form headinginto the knock-
out stage.

Talented 15-year-old all-
rounder Caoimhe Bray is the
only Australian playerin the
tournament’s top 10 run-
scorers, making hera crucial
figure in the team’s bid for
success.

As Australia prepare for their
semi-final clash, their ability
to adapt to South Africa’s
bowling attack will be
crucial.

Galle Test: Khawaja, Smithalongwith Inglis power Australia to dominationvs SriLanka

AGENCIES
GALLE, 30 JANUARY

A maiden double hundred
by Usman Khawaja and terrific
centuries from Steve Smith
and Josh Inglis helped Australia
end the second day of the
first Test against Sri Lanka
onahigh, posting their high-
est-ever total in Asia at Galle
on Wednesday.

At the end of the day's
play, Sri Lanka was 44/3, with
Dinesh Chandimal (9*%) and
Kamindu Mendis (13%)
unbeaten inreply to Australia's
654/6 declared in the first
innings. They trailed by 610
runs.

Australia started the day
at330/2, with Usman Khawaja
(130*) and Steve Smith (104%)
unbeaten on the crease.

Khawaja and Smith offered
no respite to Sri Lankan
bowlers, soon bringing up
their 200-run partnership
and Khawaja reaching 150
runs in 223 balls, with 10
fours and a six.

Nishan Peiris, Prabath
Jayasuriya and Jeffrey Van-
dersay had no reply for the
Australian dominance as they
keptbeinghitfor boundaries
now and then. Australia
reached the 400-run markin
99.1 overs.

The 266-run partnership
between Khawaja and Smith
was undone by Vandersay,
who trapped the batter leg-
before-wicket for 141 in 251
balls, with 12 fours and two
sixes. Australia was 401/3 in
99.5 overs.

Inglis, the Test debutant
was on the crease next and
got off the markin Tests with
aboundary against Vandersay
on his first-ever ball. While
Inglis piled on runs against
spinners, Khawaja made his-
tory by reaching his first-
ever double centuryin Tests
in 290 balls, with 16 fours
and a six.

Australia ended the first
session at475/3, with Khawaja
(204*) and Inglis (44*) unbeat-
en.

In the second session,
Inglisraised his bat for a fifty
in 51 balls, with five fours.

Australiareached the 500-
run markin 118.5 overs and
both batters had a century
stand in just 116 balls.

Inglis was racing towards
hismaiden ton but Australia
faced a setback in the form
of Khawaja being dismissed
for 232 in 352 balls, with 16
fours and a six. He was caught
behind by Kusal Mendis on
aJayasuriya delivery. Australia
was 547/4 in 128.3 overs.

Inglis became the 21st
Australian to score a century
on Testdebut, injust 90 balls,
with 10 fours and a six. How-
ever, an easy catch to Kamindu
Mendis at covers on a Jaya-
suriya delivery brought an
end to his 94-ball 102-run
knock. Australia was 570/5
in 133 overs.

All-rounder Beau Webster
and wicketkeeper-batter Alex
Carey were the fresh pair on
the crease, taking Australia
to the 600-run markin 142.4

overs.

Webster lost his wicket to
Vandersay after a 59-run
stand, for 23 runs in 50 balls.
Australia was 629/6 in 149.2
overs.

Australia declared their
innings at 654/6, with Carey
(46* in 69 balls, with a four)
and Mitchell Starc (19*in 19
balls, with two fours and a
six) unbeaten, breaching the
score of 617 against Pakistan
in Faisalabad in 1980 to estab-
lish a new record of their
highest total in Asia.

In the first innings of Sri
Lanka, the hostshad anight-
marish start as theylost Osha-
da Fernando (7) leg-before-
wicket to Matthew Kuhne-
mann, Dimuth Karunaratne
(7) caught by Nathan
McSweeney to Starc, who
completed his 700 interna-
tional wickets and Angelo
Matthews to Lyon (8).

Kamindu and Chandimal
made sure Sri Lanka finished
the day without any further
loss of wickets.

Printed and published by VINEET GUPTA on behalf of THE STATESMAN LTD and printed at L.S Publications Pvt Ltd, 4 Canal West Road, Kolkata 700015. Published from 4 Chowringhee Square, Kolkata 700001 * Editor: RAVINDRA KUMAR * Managing Editor: ARYA RUDRA (c) The Statesman Ltd., RNI No. WBENG/2708/57

epaper.thestatesman.com



