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WEATHER

Partly cloudy. Hazy in the evening. 
Maximum and minimum temperatures 
likely to be around 30°C and 21°C 
respectively. 
 
RAINFALL: NIL 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY  
Max. 90%  Min. 72% 
TEMPERATURE 
Max: 30.2˚C               Min: 21.3˚C  
SUN RISES                 SUN SETS 
06:15 hrs                   17:24 hrs 
MOON RISES              MOON SETS 
07:35 hrs                   19:20 hrs 
 Full Moon on 12 February

Govt holds all-party meet ahead of Budg-
et session of Parliament: Ahead of the 
commencement of the Budget session of 
the Parliament, an all-party meeting was 
held in New Delhi on Thursday during 
which the government appealed to all 
political parties to contribute through posi-
tive participation with high quality deb ates 
and discussions during the session. The 
Budget session of Parliament will begin on 
31 January and, according to the schedule, 
will conclude on 4 April. 

Stampede-like scene at Kotla as Kohli fans flood Ranji match
TRIDIB BAPARNASH 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
Broken phones, lost slippers 
and shoes lying around the 
Feroz Shah Kotla before a 
pitch invader breached secu-
rity to touch Virat Kohli’s feet 
were some of the unprece-
dented scenes that summed 
up the iconic batter’s return 
to domestic cricket after more 
than 12 years. 

The former India skipper’s 
much-anticipated return to 
domestic cricket created a 
surreal atmosphere at the 
Kotla that houses the Arun 
Jaitley Stadium, witnessing 
unprecedented scenes on 
the opening day of the incon-
sequential Ranji Trophy con-
test between Delhi and the 
Railways. 

On a chilly and foggy 
Thursday morning, thousands 
lined up outside the stadium 
for hours to make their way 
inside, creating an electrifying 
atmosphere, rarely seen in 

domestic games. As the gates 
to the stadium opened up, a 
stampede-like situation 
emerged near Gate 17 with 
broken phones, lost slippers 
and shoes lying around, and 
an unfortunate incident which 
left a police bike badly dam-
aged. 

The Delhi & District Cricket 
Association (DDCA) had antic-
ipated around 10,000 fans 
for Kohli’s return. However, 

as the morning progressed, 
the numbers exceeded their 
expectations. The officials 
later confirmed that more 
than 15,000 fans were in 
attendance during the opening 
day. 

Chants of “Kohli…Kohli” 
echoed through the stadium, 
electrifying the atmosphere 
as the local hero took the 
field. Amid the excitement, 
cheers of “RCB RCB” erupted, 

a nod to his unwavering 
loyalty to Royal Challengers 
Bangalore (RCB) since joining 
the IPL franchise in 2008 fol-
lowing his U19 World Cup 
triumph. Once Delhi skipper 
Ayush Badoni elected to field, 
Kohli was spotted manning 
the slip cordon, amid loud 
cheers from the crowd. 
Acknowledging the support, 
the iconic cricketer occa-
sionally turned back to 
respond to the cheers. 

The excitement, however, 
reached a boiling point when 
an ardent Kohli fan ducked 
security, ran onto the field 
and touched Kohli’s feet 
before being whisked away 
by the security guards. The 
incident occurred during the 
12th over, momentarily dis-
rupting the match. 

As the fan sprinted towards 
him, the crowd erupted in 
cheers. Security personnel 
rushed in to remove the 
intruder, but Kohli, ever com-
posed, gestured for them to 

go easy on him. The dramatic 
moment summed up the fer-
vour around Kohli’s first 
domestic appearance in more 
than a decade. 

Despite the frenzy around 
Kohli’s return, Delhi’s bowlers 
maintained their focus, reduc-
ing Railways to 66/5. Railways 
recovered with half centuries 
from Upendra Yadav, who 
fell five shy of a century and 
veteran Karn Sharma to even-
tually reach 241. For Delhi, 
Siddhant Sharma and Money 
Grewal claimed two wickets 
each early in the morning 
session while Navdeep Saini 
and Sumit Mathur emerged 
the pick of the bowlers with 
three wickets apiece. 

In response, Delhi lost 
opener Arpit Rana cheaply, 
but Sanat Sangwan and Yash 
Dhull went back undefeated 
with the hosts reaching  
41/1 at stumps, thus keeping 
alive the excitement of Kohli 
turning up at the crease for 
Friday.

INDIA AIM TO SEAL 
SERIES IN 4TH T20I 
AGAINST ENGLAND 

India to develop its own AI model 
in next 10 months, says Vaishnaw 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY  

 
India’s large language model 
(LLM) is expected to be 
ready within the next 10 
months, said the Minister 
of Electronics and IT Ashwini 
Vaishnaw on Thursday. 

“We have created the 
framework, and it is being 
launched today. Our focus 
is on building AI models 
that maintain the Indian 
context and culture,” he said 
at a press conference on the 
India AI Mission. 

He said the project will 
be supported by the India 
AI Compute Facility which 
has procured 18,693 GPUs 
to facilitate the creation of 
an LLM designed specifically 
for India. 

The minister also empha-
sised India’s AI capabilities 
by comparing the country’s 
infrastructure to global 
benchmarks. 

“DeepSeek AI was trained 
on 2,000 GPUs, ChatGPT 

was trained on 25,000 GPUs, 
and we now have 15,000 
high-end GPUs available. 
India now has a robust com-
pute facility that will support 
our AI ambitions,” a media 
report quoted him as say-
ing. 

“The technical partners 
started working and investing 
well  before the 
finalisation.This facility will 
be available for everyone to 
use,” Mr Vaishnaw added. 

The IT minister also 

praised Chinese startup 
DeepSeek for shaking up 
the sector with its low-cost 
AI assistant, likening its 
frugal approach to his gov-
ernment's efforts to build a 
localised AI model. 

Mr Vaishnaw also said 
that  Indian servers will host 
DeepSeek for India, which 
will address privacy concerns. 
“DeepSeek is open source 
and will host it on Indian 
servers soon. This will address 
the privacy concerns regard-

ing cross-border data trans-
fer,” the minister said. 

DeepSeek has triggered 
a dramatic rethink on arti-
ficial intelligence spending 
around the world, claiming 
it took just two months and 
cost under $6 million to 
build an AI model using 
Nvidia's less-advanced H800 
chips. 

Downloads of its app 
recently surpassed OpenAI's 
ChatGPT on Apple's App 
Store, while the cost and 
performance of its tools 
upended industry beliefs 
that China was years behind 
U.S. rivals in the AI race.

Kejri suspects arrest in 2 days as ECI seeks 
explanation for Yamuna poisoning  claims
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY  

 
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal on 
Thursday made a sharp attack 
on Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar, 
accusing him of acting in 
favour of the BJP in a “des-
perate bid” for a post-retire-
ment job and stated that he 
suspects his arrest in the 
coming two days. 

The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) has responded 
to the AAP chief's reply sent 
on Wednesday night regarding 
his remark on Yamuna poi-
soning. The commission has 
granted him another oppor-
tunity to explain why action 
should not be taken over the 
serious allegations against 
him of promoting disharmony 
and enmity between different 
groups, and causing overall 
public disorder and unrest. 

Mr Kejriwal further said 
that history will never forgive 
Rajiv Kumar for the irreparable 
damage he has inflicted on 
India's democratic system. 

The AAP chief alleged that 
Delhi's election process has 
been reduced to a sham 
under the poll panel's watch, 
claiming that cash and blan-
kets are being openly dis-
tributed to influence voters, 
with the ECI turning a blind 
eye to such anomalies. 

In a fiery challenge, he 
dared Mr Kumar to step out 
of his bureaucratic cover and 

contest an election against 
him if he wanted to engage 
in politics. 

Senior AAP Leaders,
including Satyendar Jain, MP 
Sanjay Singh, and CM Atishi, 
were also present at the inter-
action. 

Responding to a media 
query at the party headquar-
ters, Mr Kejriwal said:` “Cash
is being openly distributed 
in Delhi, but they fail to see 
it. Every day, blankets are 
being distributed—even yes-
terday evening, blankets 
were handed out. But they 
don’t notice that either. We 
even pointed out whose house 
is being used to store the 
money, yet they turn a blind 
eye to it.” 

Asserting that the ECI is 
engaging in politics, he said 
that CEC Rajiv Kumar wants 
a post-retirement job after 
28 February. “I want to tell 
Rajiv Kumar Ji—history will 
not forgive you. The amount 
of damage you have done 
to the Election Commission, 
I don’t think the Election 
Commission has ever been 
tarnished this badly in India's 
history,” Mr Kejriwal alleged. 

He added: “I know that 
within two days, they will 
put me in jail. Go ahead, 
put me in jail. The kind of 
language the Election Com-
mission has used today is 
unprecedented. This is not 
the job of the Election Com-
mission.”

SENSEX   76,759.81�226.85 NIFTY    23,249.50�86.40 ` vs $   86.64 GOLD 83,800.00 SILVER  1,06,000 BRENT CRUDE (IN $) 76.41�0.17

AGENCIES 
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A
t least 28 bodies 
were pulled from 
the icy waters of 
the Potomac 

River after an American 
Airlines jet carrying 60 
passengers and four crew 
members collided with 
an Army helicopter while 
landing at Ronald Reagan 
National Airport near 
Washington, officials said 
Thursday. 

Crews were still search-
ing for other casualties 
but did not believe there 
were any other survivors, 
which would make it the 
deadliest U.S. air crash in 
nearly 24 years. 

“We are now at the 
point where we are switch-
ing from a rescue operation 
to a recovery operation,” 
said John Donnelly, the 
fire chief in the nation’s 
capital. “We don’t believe 
there are any survivors.” 

The body of the plane 
was found upside down in 
three sections in waist-
deep water. The wreckage 
of the helicopter was also 
found. "At this point, we 
don't believe there are any 

survivors from this acci-
dent," D.C. Fire Chief John 
Donnelly said Thursday 

There was no imme-
diate word on the cause 
of the Wednesday collision, 
but officials said flight 
conditions were clear as 
the jet coming from Wichi-
ta, Kansas, with US and 
Russian figure skaters and 
others aboard, was making 
a routine landing when 
the helicopter flew into 
its path.  

The plane ~ American 
Eagle Flight 5342 ~ was 
carrying 60 passengers 
and four crew members 
while the US Army’s 
Blackhawk helicopter had 
three service members. 

“On final approach into 
Reagan National it collided 
with a military aircraft on 
an otherwise normal 
approach,” American Air-
lines CEO Robert Isom 
said. “At this time we don’t 
know why the military 

aircraft came into the path 
of the ... aircraft.” 

Images from the river 
showed boats around the 
partly submerged wing 
and what appeared to be 
the mangled wreckage of 
the plane’s fuselage. 

President Donald 
Trump said he had been 
“fully briefed on this terrible 
accident” and, referring 
to the passengers, added, 
“May God Bless their 
souls.”  

No survivors after 
US mid-air disaster
Jet with 64 on board collides with military chopper near Washington

India’s Shubhanshu Shukla to serve as pilot 
after NASA approves Axiom-4 mission to ISS
AGENCIES 
NEW YORK, 30 JANUARY 

 
ISRO astronaut and Indian 
Air Force (IAF) officer, Shub-
hanshu Shukla, will take on 
the role of pilot on the Axiom 
Mission 4, or Ax-4, that will 
fly to the International Space 
Station (ISS) from NASA's 
Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida no earlier than Spring 
2025, the US space agency 
said on Thursday. 

Group Captain Shukla will 
make history as the first 
Indian astronaut to join the 
orbiting laboratory. 

A serving officer in the 
IAF, he has also been chosen 
as an astronaut for India’s 
Gaganyaan Mission. 

Peggy Whitson, former 
NASA astronaut and Director 
of Human Spaceflight at
Axiom Space, will command 
the commercial mission, 
while ISRO (Indian Space 
Research Organisation) astro-
naut Shukla will serve as 
pilot, said NASA. 

The two mission specialists 

are ESA (European Space 
Agency) project astronaut 
Sławosz Uznanski-Wisniewski 
of Poland and Tibor Kapu of 
Hungary. 

“I am excited to see con-
tinued interest and dedication 
for the private astronaut mis-
sions aboard the International 
Space Station," said Dana 
Weigel, manager of NASA’s 
International Space Station 
Program at the agency’s John-
son Space Center in Hous-
ton. 

“As NASA looks toward 

the future of low Earth orbit, 
private astronaut missions 
help pave the way and expand 
access to the unique micro-
gravity environment,” said 
the US space agency. 

The first private astronaut 
mission to the station, Axiom 
Mission 1, lifted off in April 
2022 for a 17-day mission 
aboard the orbiting laboratory. 
The second private astronaut 
mission to the station, Axiom 
Mission 2, also was com-
manded by Whitson and 
launched in May 2023 with 

four private astronauts who 
spent eight days in orbit. The 
most recent private astronaut 
mission, Axiom Mission 3, 
launched in January 2024; 
the crew spent 18 days docked 
to the space station. 

The Ax-4 mission is a sig-
nificant collaboration between 
India and the United States, 
announced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi during his 
visit to the US last year. 

As part of their preparation, 
Group Captain Shukla and 
his backup, Group Captain 
Prashanth Nair, have under-
gone extensive training with 
international partners, includ-
ing Nasa, the European Space 
Agency (ESA), and the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(JAXA).  

Meanwhile, NASA on 
Thursday said it is "working 
expeditiously" along with 
SpaceX to safely bring back 
Indian-origin astronaut Sunita 
Williams and astronaut Butch 
Willmore, currently stuck in 
the International Space Station 
(ISS) for 238 days.

Sebi cracks down on finfluencers 
to end illegal advisory businesses 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
In a major blow to the financial 
influencers (finfluencers), the 
Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (Sebi) has restricted 
their use of live stock market 
data in educational content.  

Stock market educators 
can now only use stock prices 
with a three-month lag, a Sebi 
circular said, effectively pre-
venting them from offering 
real-time trading tips disguised 
as education. 

“A person engaged solely 
in education shall mean that 
such person is not engaged 
in any of the two prohibited 
activities. Such person should 
not be using the market price 
data of the preceding three 
months to speak/talk/display 
the name of any security 
including using any code 
name of the security in his/her 
talk/speech, video, ticker, 

screen share etc. indicating 
the future price, advice or rec-
ommendation related to secu-
rity or securities,” said the 
circular. 

This move is expected to 
end the illegal advisory busi-
nesses that many finfluencers 
operate without Sebi regis-
tration. Sebi first restricted 
associations between registered 
and unregistered entities in 
its October 2024 circular, and 
the latest update on 29 January 
further tightens the rules. 

“These regulations have 
come into force with effect 
from August 29, 2024,” it said. 

The circular said that the 
stock market educators cannot 
use live stock prices, allowing 
only data with a three-month 
lag. The registered market 
entities cannot associate with 
finfluencers in any way that 
involves monetary or non-
monetary compensation. 

Further, investor education 
is allowed, but educators must 
not give investment advice 
or make performance claims 
without Sebi’s approval. 

Educators cannot use stock 
names, codes, or price data 
from the past three months 
in any form that could imply 
investment advice, it said.  
Sebi said it is the responsibility 
of the persons regulated by 
Sebi to ensure that any person 
associated with them or their 
agents, directly or indirectly, 
does not engage in any of the 
above-mentioned two pro-
hibited activities, directly or 
indirectly. 

Emergency response units assess airplane wreckage in the Potomac River near the 
Ronald Reagan National Airport, Washington, on Thursday. � AGENCIES

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) National Convener Arvind Kejriwal in 
the presence of Delhi Chief Minister Atishi and party MP Sanjay 
Singh addresses a press conference on the 'Yamuna poison' 
row, at the party’s HQ in New Delhi on Thursday.  � ANI

The minister said the 
project will be sup-
ported by the India 
AI Compute Facility 
which has procured 
18,693 GPUs to facili-
tate the creation of 
an LLM designed 
specifically for India. 
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T
he sacred 
Mahakumbh wit-
nessed a tragic inci-
dent on Wednesday 

during the Mouni Amavasya 
holy dip, as a stampede 
claimed the lives of two 
elderly women from West 
Bengal, among at least 30 
victims. The victims were 
Basanti Poddar, a 65-year-
old resident of Ashwini Nagar 
in Kolkata and Urmila Bhu-
niya from Godapialshal village 
in Salboni, West Midnapore. 

Basanti had travelled to 
the Kumbh Mela with her 
sister, son and daughter. On 
Tuesday night, as she attempt-
ed to take a dip in the holy 
waters, chaos erupted due 
to an uncontrolled rush of 
devotees. She fell in the com-
motion, and despite her son's 
desperate attempts to lift 
her, she suffered fatal injuries. 
Her body has been sent for 
post-mortem, and efforts 
are being made to bring it 
back to Kolkata. Tapan Das-
gupta, the local councillor, 
stated that the condition of 
her relatives remains critical, 
but officials are working to 
repatriate them as soon as 

possible. 
Similarly, Urmila Bhuniya, 

who had travelled with her 
daughters, sons-in-law, and 
grandchildren, was caught 
in the same stampede. She 
was severely injured after 
being trampled in the crowd. 
Her family searched for her 
for hours before finally dis-
covering her body at the 
morgue. The family has now 
started their journey back 
to Salboni with her remains. 
According to official reports, 
30 people have died in the 
stampede, of which 25 have 
been identified. Authorities 
are still working to determine 
the identities of the remaining 
five victims. The incident 
has sparked political outrage, 
with CPM leader Sujan 

Chakraborty demanding the 
immediate arrest of Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister Yogi 
Adityanath. He criticised 
West Bengal chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee for not 
calling for Yogi’s arrest, imply-
ing an “understanding" 
between the BJP and TMC. 
Mr Chakraborty pointed out 
that in 2017, a similar tragedy 
occurred at the Gangasagar 
Mela in West Bengal, where 
six female pilgrims suffocated 
to death in a stampede. At 
the time, then-Sundarbans 
development minister Man-
turam Pakhira had taken 
responsibility for the mishap. 

Swami Paramatmananda, 
the Mahamandaleshwar of 
Panchayeti Mahanirvani 
Akhada, also condemned 

the Uttar Pradesh adminis-
tration for failing to manage 
the massive crowd despite 
promising "world-class crowd 
management." He stated 
that saints had demanded 
foolproof security for the 
millions of devotees attending 
the event. He criticised the 
Yogi government for failing 
to control the situation, 
despite the deployment of 
state police, the Rapid Action 
Force (RAF), and the Central 
Industrial Security Force 
(CISF), which operates under 
the Union home ministry. 

As questions mount over 
the handling of the stampede, 
many are now calling for the 
Indian Army to take over 
security arrangements at the 
Kumbh Mela to ensure the 
safety of the millions of pil-
grims and saints who attend 
the world’s largest religious 
gathering.

Two women from state 
died in Kumbh stampede
The victims are 65-year-old Basanti Poddar, a resident of Ashwini Nagar in 
Kolkata and Urmila Bhuniya from Godapialshal village in Midnapore 

Book on Sister Nivedita’s letters published
TARUN GOSWAMI 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 
A collection of Sister Nivedita's 
unpublished letters and writ-
ings in Bengali, titled Bhogini 
Nibeditar Aprakashito Potra-
boli ebong Ananyo Aprakashito 
Rochona was released at the 
Kolkata International Book 
Fair. The book has been 
penned by Sarada Sarkar, a 
teacher settled in the United 
Kingdom. 

She took the initiative to 
instal a statue of the Sister in 
putting up a Blue Plaque in 
the house, where Sister had 
opened a school in Wimble-
don. 

She got in touch with the 
relatives of Sister Nivedita, 
who stay in different countries. 
She brought Selendra Margot 
Giardin, great granddaughter 
of Richmond Noble, Nivedita's 
brother. Nivedita had a brother 
and a sister. It is interesting 
to note that the descendents 
of Richmond write ‘Margot’ 
as the middle name while the 
descendents of May Wilson 
write ‘Bose’, after Jagadish 
Chandra Bose as the middle 
name. 

Nivedita died in Darjeeling 
on 13 October, 1911 and after 
her death, Lady Abala Bosu, 
wife of Jagadish Chandra Bose 
wrote a letter to Mrs Wilson 
on 4 January, 1912. She wrote: 
"How can we live without 
her? Before we went to Dar-

jeeling, we often would discuss 
who would die first but I never 
thought she would go so soon. 
Lady Minto has written a 
beautiful letter to Christine, 
which I want to send to you. 
Christine has at last come to 
Calcutta and means to take 
up the work." 

In an unpublished account 
of Nivedita's niece Grancy 
Wilson, we get an account of 
how Swamiji came to the life 
of Margaret Elizabeth Noble. 
She writes: "The house in 
Wimbledon became a haven 
for advanced thinkers of the 
1890s. Yeats (Willliam Butler), 
(Samuel Taylor) Coleridge, 
(George Bernard) Shaw, 
(Aldous) Huxley, William Mor-
ris, (Henry Wadsworth) 
Longfellow, WT Stead were a 
few of these. They were settled 

and established, and a brilliant 
career foreseen for Margaret 
in the journalistic world of 
free thinking, when a certain 
Indian walked into their draw-
ing room, a gentleman called 
Naren Dutt. From that moment 
Margaret knew that she had 
at last met someone whose 
vision was enormous, whose 
intellect was greater than any-
thing she had yet encountered 
or was likely to encounter, a 
person of such gift, religious 
uplifting that Margaret was 
on her way to her future." 

An unpublished letter by 
Nivedita to Grancy written 
on 21 April, 1910 goes like 
this: "My darling Grancy, I 
am going to town to post this 
letter to you. I have put kisses 
into it. When you open it, 
they will all fly out of it to 
you. Kisses have wings. They 
fly home to your heart. Do 
you know these little birds? 
Your own loving ah – oh!" 

There is a letter written by 
George G Harrap Company, 
London who requested Nivedi-
ta to write on Indian religion 
and philosophy. The letter 
dated 22 December, 1910, 
reads: "Your name has been 
mentioned to us by Mr E.E. 
Havell in a very complimentary 
way, as being extremely well 
qualified to write such a book 
as we want and so we are 
inviting you to undertake the 
task if your other engagements 
permit."

Upcoming Budget session of 
Bengal Assembly may end 
state govt-Raj Bhavan tussle
AGENCIES 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 
The tussle between the West 
Bengal government and the 
Raj Bhavan is expected to 
end during the upcoming 
Budget session of the Assem-
bly, scheduled next month. 

The state has already sent 
an invitation to the office of 
Governor C. V. Ananda Bose, 
requesting the latter to deliver 
the opening speech of the 
Budget session on 10 February. 
Last year, the Assembly's 
Budget session was held with-
out the Governor's speech. 

Uncertainty had been 
looming over the opening 
speech of the Governor this 
time too, since the Winter 
Session of the House in the 
closing quarters of 2024 was 
just adjourned sine die. If 
the upcoming Budget session 
was shown as resuming the 
adjourned session, technically, 
the Governor's opening 
speech could have been 
avoided. However, state sec-
retariat insiders said, the state 

government has ended uncer-
tainties by already sending 
the invitation to the office of 
the Governor. However, it is 
not yet clear whether the 
office of the Governor will 
give a positive reply to the 
invitation or not. 

While the opening speech 
of the Governor is scheduled 
to be on 10 February, the 
minister of state in charge of 
the Finance Department 
(Independent charge) Chan-
drima Bhattacharya is sched-
uled to present the Budget 
proposals for the financial 
year 2025-26 on the floor of 
the house on 12 February. 

Considering that this will 
be the last full- Budget before 
the state Assembly elections 
in 2026, there is a possibility 
of enhancement in allocation 
under different welfare and 
dole schemes offered by the 
state government, especially 
for those which are women 
and youth-specific besides 
a hike in the dearness 
allowance for the state gov-
ernment employees.

Human rights officials urge 
CM for mental healthcare 
facility in north Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
SILIGURI, 30 JANUARY 

 
Organising secretary of the 
West Bengal state board of 
the International Human 
Rights Council Utpal Roy has 
urged chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee to address the acute 
shortage of mental hospitals 
and government-run reha-
bilitation centres in north 
Bengal. 

In a letter to the chief min-
ister, Roy pointed out that 
West Bengal has six state-run 
mental hospitals – three in 
Kolkata and one each in Mur-
shidabad, Purulia, and Cooch 
Behar. This leaves vast regions 
of north Bengal, including 
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, and 
Malda, without adequate 
mental healthcare facilities. 

He has proposed setting 
up mental hospitals in Siliguri, 
Raiganj, and Jalpaiguri to 

address the region’s growing 
mental health needs. Addi-
tionally, Mr Roy highlighted 
the absence of government 
rehabilitation centres, making 
de-addiction treatment unaf-
fordable for middle and lower-
income families. 

With north Bengal facing 
a surge in drug and alcohol 
abuse, he urged the govern-
ment to establish rehab centres 
in Jalpaiguri, Siliguri and 
Malda to ensure accessible 
and affordable treatment. 

Mr Roy’s appeal calls for 
immediate intervention to 
safeguard the mental well-
being of north Bengal’s  
citizens.  

(Representational Image)

Trial court slaps 
show-cause 
notice on CBI

AGENCIES 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 
A trial court has slapped a 
show-cause on the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) for procedural lapses 
in passing on information 
to the court about the West 
Bengal government's nod 
for framing charges and 
trial process against former 
R.G. Kar principal Sandip 
Ghosh in the case related 
to financial irregularities 
in the institution. 

On 28 January, the CBI 
informed Calcutta High 
Court's single-judge Bench 
of Tirthankar Ghosh about 
the clearance from the state 
government to start the 
charge-framing and trial 
process. 

Now, the trial court has 
taken objection as to why 
the CBI has not informed 
the same court about the 
development.

Regulation of 
trains in Sealdah 
South section
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 
In yet another mega infra-
structure development works, 
including the replacement 
of the existing route relay 
interlocking system (RRI) by 
electronic interlocking system 
(EI) at Ballygunge and Kankur-
gachi, the Sealdah division 
has decided to regulate trains 
from the midnight of 1 Feb-
ruary to 4 a.m. on 3 February 
in Sealdah South Section. 

Notably, Ballygunge Junc-
tion is one of the biggest and 
busiest Junctions in the Seal-
dah Suburban section with 
movement in four directions. 
Also, Kankurgachi Road Junc-
tion is one of the important 
junctions in the Sealdah Sub-
urban section which involves 
all movements in the Sealdah 
Main line and this is an inter-
linking junction for Sealdah 
Main and Sealdah South Sec-
tion. The existing Route Relay 
Interlocking (RRI) Systems 
at Ballygunge and Kankur-
gachi were commissioned 
in 1994 and 1993 respectively. 
The earlier systems were 
based on old technology and 
they were prone to failure 
because of its age. 

According to the divisional 
railway officials, it is tough 
to provide spare material for 
day-to-day maintenance 
because of old technology. 
To overcome this challenge 
the divisional railway has 
decided to equip Ballygunge 
and Kankurgachi with the 
state-of-the-art electronic 
interlocking systems. 

According to the divisional 
office, during the period, 
train services in Sealdah 
North/Main Line  from Seal-
dah to Nahiti and beyond, 
Sealdah Central section from 
Sealdah to Barasat, Hasnabad, 
Bangaon Junction, Sealdah 
(South) towards different 
destinations like Diamond 
Harbour, Lakshmikantapur, 
Namkhana and Canning 
would be operated normally. 
However, frequency of serv-
ices in between Sealdah 
South and Baruipur Junction 
would be reduced from six 
minutes to 12 minutes during 
the morning and evening 
hours while services in 
between Sealdah South and 
Budge Budge would be short 
originated/ short terminated 
from to New Alipur instead 
of Sealdah South and run as 
per scheduled timings. Apart 
from this, direct EMU services 
via Kankurgachhi Road Junc-
tion. 

To minimise the hassles, 
the divisional railway has 
decided to run two numbers 
of Sealdah – Naihati Passenger 
Specials during the evening 
peak hours along with six 
additional trains on Saturday 
and Sunday.

Mr Roy of the human 
rights council in his 
letter has pointed 
out that vast regions 
of north Bengal have 
no such facility.

Mamata to meet MLAs 
on first day of Assembly

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 
Chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee has convened a meeting 
of party legislators to be held 
at the Nauser Ali Hall at the 
state Legislature on 10 Feb-
ruary, the day when the 
Budget session of the state 
Assembly will get underway. 

The state budget would 
be presented on 12 February. 
The meeting of the party 
MLAs convened by Miss 
Banerjee ahead of the pres-
entation of the vote-on-
account would be a crucial 
one, said sources. 

The meeting would be 

the last opportunity for the 
ruling dispensation before 
the Assembly polls in 2026, 
to look into their shortcomings 
and try to address those. 

Last year when the chief 
minister had held a meeting 
of her party MLAs at her 
Assembly chamber during 
the middle of the Winter 
Session of the Assembly. 

In the last meeting she 
talked tough to the party’s 
Bharatpur MLA, Humayun 
Kabir, regarding his alleged 
anti-party rants, which was 
subsequently show caused 
by the party’s disciplinary 
committee for breaching 
party discipline.

T E N D E R
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SER review meeting: Hitendra Malhotra, mem-
ber operations & business development, Railway 
Board visited South Eastern Railway(SER) head-
quarters, Garden Reach on Thursday and held a 
high-level meeting with Anil Kumar Mishra, gen-
eral manager, South Eastern Railway. Soumitra 
Majumdar, additional general manager and other 
principal head of the departments of SER were 
also present during the meeting. Mr Malhotra also held a review meeting of 
operating and commercial departments of South Eastern Railway on Thursday.

Govt orders halt at 
IV fluid production 
unit at Baruipur
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 

A
fter the Paschim 
Banga Pharmaceu-
tical, the state health 
department directed 

yet another company, Phar-
ma Impex Laboratories, in 
Baruipur of South 24-Par-
ganas to stop production of 
all categories of medicines, 
including saline. 

With the health depart-
ment’s directives to stop 
productions in the manu-
facturing units of the two 
major pharma companies 
that supply saline in most 
of the government hospitals 
and private healthcare facil-
ities across West Bengal, 
there might be a huge crisis 
in supply of the life-saving 
IV fluids in the state. 

About a month ago, 
Paschim Banga Pharmaceu-
ticals on the directives of 
the state health department 
had stopped productions in 
its North Dinajpur unit after 
one new mother died and 
four others fell critically ill 
after giving birth to their 
babies at the Midnapore 
Medical College Hospital. 

It is alleged that all the 
five mothers were given 
Ringer’s Lactate saline man-
ufactured by the company 
during their caesarean deliv-
eries. 

On 29 January, the Direc-
torate of Drugs Control 
(DDC), under the health 
department, issued an order 
directing the Pharma Impex 
Laboratories to stop pro-
duction of all kinds of med-
icines at its Baruipur unit. 

“An inspection carried 

out from 21-23 January by 
assistant drugs controller 
(I), CDSCO HQ, New Delhi 
and Inspectors of CDSCO 
HQ New Delhi and CDSCO 
(east zone) Kolkata along 
with inspectors of State Drugs 
Control Directorate of their 
manufacturing factory M/S 
Pharma Impex Laboratories 
Pvt Ltd of South Uttarbhag, 
Ramnagar, Baruipur, South 
24-Parganas, West Bengal – 
743387 for Risk Based Inspec-
tion. 

It was appeared grossly 
deficient (Critical 05 & Major 
26) in compliance with the 
current GMP standards 
(Schedule L1, Schedule-M) 
of the Drugs & Cosmetics 
Rules 1945,” the DDC order 
stated. 

CDSCO stands for Central 
Drug Standard Control 
Organisation under the Union 
ministry of health while the 
GMP stands for good man-
ufacturing practice. 

“In exercise of power con-
ferred upon the Deputy Direc-
tor of Drugs Control, Gov-
ernment of West Bengal as 
licensing authority for the 
purpose of the part VII of 
the Drugs & Cosmetics Act 
and Rules, the firm is hereby 
ordered to stop the manu-
facturing activity of all cat-
egories of drugs manufac-
tured under the license no. 

DL 2/SLA/CAA/WB dated 
03.04.2017 at the site till the 
rectification of the reported 
deficiencies, as per Rule 85(2) 
of the Drugs Rules 1945 in 
the interest of the public 
service,” it stated. 

A senior official of the 
state health department 
feared that there would be 
a huge crisis in supply of 
saline across West Bengal. 
Other states where two com-
panies supply their products 
may also be affected. 

The Mamata Banerjee 
government had engaged 
the company in Baruipur 
through a tender selection 
process to supply their saline 
to government hospitals in 
the state after it suspended 
productions in the Paschim 
Banga Pharmaceutical fol-
lowing the death of a new 
mother and critical illness 
of four others in Midnapore 
Medical College Hospital. 

“Government hospitals 
in the state require more 
than 1.2 crore bottles of 
saline every year. The two 
companies manufacture 
more than 75 per cent of 
the annual requirements in 
public healthcare units 
besides private sector facil-
ities,” an official of the central 
medical store (CMS), under 
the health department that 
procures saline.

This is the second such company directed by the state  
government to stop production after the death of a mother

HC asked state med council 
registrar to resign by today
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 
The Calcutta High Court on 
Thursday directed Manas 
Chakraborty, registrar of the 
West Bengal Medical Council 
(WBMC), to resign from the 
post voluntarily by 5 p.m. 
on 31 January because he is 
holding the post illegally for 
more than five years even 
after his retirement in 2019. 

Mr Chakraborty has been 
occupying the chair without 
taking any approval from 
the state government. 

The HC has also directed 
the government to take nec-
essary measures to remove 
him from the post if he does 
not resign within the dead-
line. 

Today, the Chief Justice 
(CJ) T S Sivagnanam directed 
that he would be removed if 
he does not resign voluntarily. 

The CJ also raised questions 
saying: “How did he hold 
the post for so many years 
without any approval of the 
state government?” 

As per the Bengal Medical 
Act, the state medical council 
registrar must take clearance 
from the state government 

if he or she holds the post 
after his retirement. Mr 
Chakraborty retired on 1 
November in 2019. 

Challenging Mr 
Chakraborty’s portfolio as 
the WBMC registrar even 
after his retirement, a case 
was filed in the high court. 

Earlier, different bodies 
of doctors had lodged com-
plaints with the health depart-
ment against the state medical 
council for allowing Mr 
Chakraborty to continue the 
post for so many years ille-
gally. 

Swasthya Bhaban, health 
department headquarters at 
Salt Lake, had also found 
irregularities in making him 
registrar again for another 
five years since 2019 keeping 
the state in the dark. 

It had also ordered the 
council to appoint a new 
registrar.

Abhishek writes on 
Sebaashray camps’ success
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 30 JANUARY 

 
Trinamul Congress national general 
secretary Abhishek Banerjee expressed 
satisfaction over the great success of 
the ongoing Sebaashray camps today. 
The camps had started in Diamond 
Harbour Assembly seat on 2 January 
and the camps entered the 28th day 
today. 

Mr Banerjee wrote in his X-handle: 
"When Sebaashray was launched on 
January 2, 2025 from Diamond 
Harbour AS, it was driven by one 
simple conviction: every individual 
deserves access to quality healthcare. 
What has unfolded over the last 28 
days has been nothing short of extraor-
dinary. 

“Surpassing every expectation, 
Sebaashray has touched the lives of 
over 5 lakh people - a number that 

reflects not just the initiative's scale 
but the trust and faith placed in it by 
those it seeks to serve. Just today 
9,862 individuals in Bishnupur received 
medical care, underscoring the unpar-
alleled reach and impact of this effort. 

“The response to Sebaashray is 
both humbling and inspiring. It 
strengthens our resolve to continue 
working tirelessly for the welfare of 
those who rely on us." 

The camps started in Diamond 
Harbour and then moved to Falta 
and now being held at Bishnupur. It 
will be held in Metiabruz, Satgachia, 
Budge Budge and Maheshtala.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
HYDERABAD, 30 JANUARY 

 

I
n the first such initiative 
across the country, the 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment today launched its 

“WhatsApp governance 
model” under ‘Mana Mitra’ 
which would enable the public 
to avail 161 services through 
the messaging app. C. Calling 
it a bridge between the gov-
ernment and the people, this 
was launched by IT minister 
Nara Lokesh at his residence 
in Undavalli today. The state 
government allocated an offi-
cial WhatsApp number 
9552300009 for this purpose. 

Launching the service, IT 
and education minister Nara 
Lokesh said that governance 
was now in the hands of the 
people since their government 
was truly a people’s govern-

ment. He said the idea of 
using this messaging app to 
deliver citizen-centric services 
came to him while he was 
conducting his padayatra 
“Yuvagalam” when he was 
in the Opposition. One of 
the key complaints of the 
people was that they had to 
make several rounds at the 
government offices to get 

the certificates. “Every house 
has a smartphone in their 
pocket. Nearly 60 per cent 
of people have a smartphone. 
They all install WhatsApp on 
their phone. I thought of 
working with WhatsApp dur-
ing the Yuvagalam Padayatra. 
I met and spoke to Meta 
India vice president Sandhya 
Devanathan… On 22 October  

last year, an agreement was 
signed with Meta in Delhi. 
We are launching it in three 
months and nine days after 
the MoU.” 

He added that a total of 
36 departments will have to 
be connected to WhatsApp 
Governance. In the first phase, 
161 civic services will be avail-
able while in the second 

phase, another 360 services 
will be added. “When cer-
tificates will be provided, a 
special QR code will be on 
them. If scanned the QR Code 
will take you to the AP gov-
ernment website. With this, 
there will be no room for 
fake certificates,” said the 
minister. The public can use 
WhatsApp messaging services 
to book tickets for temple 
darshans and government-
run bus services, get various 
certificates, property tax pay-
ments, electricity bills and 
so on. Chief minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu also hailed 
the initiative by posting on 
social media as did other 
TDP leaders pointing out it 
was their government that 
had pioneered e-governance 
way back in 1995 and now 
30 years later introduced 
WhatsApp governance.  

Andhra Pradesh launches 
WhatsApp governance
Govt hopes to reduce frequent visits to govt offices by  citizens for availing certain services

Dravidian ideology followers continue 
to mock Mahatma Gandhi: TN Guv 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
CHENNAI, 30 JANUARY 

 
Tamil Nadu Governor R N 
Ravi on Thursday charged 
the followers of the Dravidian 
ideology with mocking the 
father of the nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

“During his lifetime Gand-
hi Ji was vigorously opposed 
and mocked by the followers 
of the Dravidian ideology. 
But should he be mocked 
even today?” Ravi asked in a 
social media post, painting 
the DMK and Chief Minister 
MK Stalin as not  honouring  
the Mahatma in a befitting 
manner.  

Turning the 77th death 
anniversary of the apostle 
of peace, observed as Martyrs’ 
Day, into a controversy, Ravi 
questioned the choice of the 
venue for holding the event 
to mark the occasion, the 
Government Museum adjoin-
ing the iconic Connemara 
Library in Egmore in the city.  

In the past, Ravi had joined 

Chief Minister MK Stalin in 
paying floral tributes to the 
Mahatma at the same venue. 
But this time around he 
stayed away and instead paid 
homage to the father of the 
nation at the Gandhi Mantap, 
in a sprawling campus close 
to the Guindy National Park, 
near the Raj Bhavan.  

After the event at Egmore 
Museum, the Chief Minister 
administered the pledge 
against untouchability at the 
State Secretariat, Fort St 
George, the Governor paid 
floral tributes to Gandhiji at 
the Raj Bhavan and later at 
the Gandhi Mantap where 

he also administered the 
pledge.  

Instead of holding the 
event at the Gandhi  Mantap, 
built by late Chief Minister 
and Congress stalwart K 
Kamaraj, why is it being held 
at a not-so-significant place 
is his grouse.  

 “Gandhi Mandapam is a 
grand memorial of the Father 
of the Nation built over a 
sprawling land adjacent to 
the Guindy National Park, 
Chennai by K Kamaraj in 
1956. Does it make any sense 
to do Gandhi memorial events 
– birthday and martyrdom 
day in a corner of a city muse-
um?  

"My repeated requests to 
the Chief Minister to accord 
due respect to the Father of 
the Nation and hold such 
events in a befitting manner 
at the Gandhi Mandapam 
met with stubborn refusal,” 
read the post, in which the 
PMO and the Union Home 
Ministry were tagged among 
others. 

Satheesan rejects IUML leader’s ‘men, women not equal’ statement
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,  
30 JANUARY 

 
Opposition leader in Kerala 
Assembly, V D Satheesan  
on Thursday distanced him-
self from the remarks made 
by Indian Union Muslim 
League (IUML) state general 
secretary P M A Salam regard-
ing gender equality. 

Speaking to  media per-
sons  in Malappuram, 
Satheesan  rejected Salam’s 
claim that  gender equality 
was a misbelief and anyone 
claiming that is only closing 
their eyes to make it dark. 
He said that it may probably  
be Salam’s  personal view, 
and he is entitled to express 
his personal views. 

"It was probably his per-
sonal view. We do not agree 
with his stand. That is not 
our stand. We stand for gen-
der justice. We believe women 
and men are equal. There is 
no compromise on that,” 
Satheesan said. 

Congress-ally Indian 
Union Muslim League's 

(IUML) state general secretary 
P M A Salam has sparked a 
controversy  on Wednesday 
by stating that  gender equal-
ity was a misbelief, and that 
men and women are not 
equal. He also said that the 
world has not accepted that 
they are equal. 

Speaking to media persons 

in Malappuram on Wednes-
day, Salam said women and 
men are not equal and any-
one claiming that is only 
closing their eyes to make it 
dark. He said  the Muslim 
League stands  for gender 
justice and not for  gender 
equality. Isn't there a separate 
seat on the bus, or do we 
even sit on the same bench 
in school? Isn't it different? 
Isn't all this because both 
are different, PMA Salam 
asked.  

 “Gender equality is not 

the policy of the  Muslim  
League. Gender justice is  
our policy,”  Salam said and  
asked: “Can it be said that 
men and women are equal 
in every way?.” Has the world 
accepted that? Why do we 
have separate competitions 
for men and women in the 
Olympics, isn't it because 
they are different?” he  further 
asked. 

Some people are raising 
this argument to gain 
applause in the society. The 
Muslim League has a clear 
policy in this regard. Women 
need social justice. Women 
and men need equal justice, 
but they are not equal. 

 The IUML is a major 
constituent in the  Congress-
led UDF in Kerala.

People of Telangana deserve answer from 
Congress on unkept promises: K T Rama Rao
AGENCIES  
HYDERABAD, 30 JANUARY 

 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
working president K. T. Rama 
Rao on Thursday said that 
people of Telangana deserve 
an answer from the Congress 
leadership on broken promises.  

KTR, as Rama Rao is pop-
ularly known, tagged top Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi in 
a post on '420 promises'. 

"Today marks the 420th 
day of the dishonest rule of 

Congress riding on the 420 
poll promises to people of 
Telangana. 420 days of fake 
guarantees, broken promises, 
untruthful declarations and 
false affidavits," KTR posted. 

The BRS leader said Mahat-
ma Gandhi would have been 
ashamed to see how hopes 
get destroyed and lies are 
unabatedly sold. 

"There is no greater fraud 
than a broken promise! People 
of Telangana deserve answers 
from AICC leadership," the 

BRS leader added. 
Meanwhile, BRS organised 

a unique protest across the 
state on Thursday over unkept 
promises. As a mark of protest 
on the failure to keep promises 
made during the election 
campaign, the BRS leaders 
and cadre presented a rep-
resentation to the statues of 
Mahatma Gandhi at various 
places across the state. 

As the protest coincided 
with the death anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi, the BRS 

leaders symbolically presented 
representations to statues of 
Father of the Nation. 

Alleging that the Congress 
government failed to keep 
420 promises made during 
2023 Assembly elections, the 
BRS organised the protest on 
a day when the government 
completed 420 days at the 
helm. 

The BRS leaders and cadres 
garlanded the statues of Mahat-
ma Gandhi before presenting 
the representations. 

GP Singh takes charge as 
CRPF’s new Director General
AGENCIES  
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
Senior Indian Police Service 
(IPS) officer Gyanendra Pratap 
Singh, commonly known as 
GP Singh, took charge as the 
new Director General of the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) on Thursday. 

The 1991-batch Indian 
Police Service officer of the 
Assam-Meghalaya cadre, Singh 
assumed charge, taking over 
from officiating chief and Spe-
cial Director General of the 
force Vitul Kumar, at CRPF 
Headquarters. 

He was appointed Director 
General of the CRPF by the 

Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet on 18 January 
2025, with his tenure effective 
from the date he assumed 
charge. Singh's term with con-
tinue until his superannuation 
on 30 November 2027. 

 Before his appointment, 
Singh held various key positions 
in law enforcement, including 

serving as the Director General 
of Assam Police. Over the 
years, he has played a crucial 
role in counter-insurgency 
operations, policing reforms, 
and maintaining law and 
order. 

As the new head of the 
CRPF, India's largest para-
military force, Singh will be 
responsible for overseeing its 
operations across the country, 
including counter-terrorism, 
internal security, and law 
enforcement duties in con-
flict-prone regions. His lead-
ership arrives at a time when 
the CRPF continues to play a 
vital role in national security 
and counter-insurgency efforts. 

The IUML is a major 
constituent in the  
Congress-led UDF in 
Kerala

Spurned man slits woman 
studentÊs throat near col-
lege: In a shocking inci-
dent, a spurned lover bru-
tally killed a college stu-
dent in broad daylight by 
slitting her throat after 
she refused to marry him 
in Raichur district, Karnata-
ka. The accused has surren-
dered to the police after 
committing the crime. The 
deceased student has been 
identified as Shifa (24), 
while the accused is Mubin, 
a worker at a tile shop. The 
incident took place within 
the limits of the Sind-
hanoor Town police sta-
tion. Police said that Shifa, 
who was pursuing an MSc 
at a private college in Sind-
hanoor town, commuted 
daily from Lingasaguru. 
AGENCIES 

 
  
I,  PRAGATI Karmakar, 

D/o. Kartick Karmakar after 
marriage became Pragati 
Ash, now after divorce, 
again to be known again as 
Pragati Karmakar for all pur-
poses vide affidavit of 1st 
Class Metropolitan 
Magistrate Kolkata on 
16-07-2019.  

 
 
 
I, SOUMITRA 

Mukherjee, son of Late
Sankar Mukherjee, father of 
Srijan Mukherjee, hereby 
declare that my son's name 
has been changed to 
Saptarshi Mukherjee 
through an affidavit bearing 
No. 2585 sworn before the 
First Class Judicial 
Magistrate, Calcutta Court, 
dated 16-01-2025. 
Henceforth, he shall be 
known as Saptarshi 
Mukherjee for all purposes. 

 
 
 
I, KHALID Bin Rashid, 

S/o. Shaikh Abdur Rashid, 
residing at Block-2, Flat 4B, 
72, Tiljala Road, Gobinda 
Khatick Road, Kolkata-
700046. My name has been 
wrongfully spelt out 
Mohammed Khalid Bin 
Rashid as Passport No. 
M8624879. I declared 
before the Ld. 1st Class 
Judicial Magistrate at 
Alipore, vide Affidavit No. 
7802, dated 28-01-2025, 
Khalid Bin Rashid and 
Mohammed Khalid Bin 
Rashid are same and identi-
cal person. 

 

 
 
I, RAMA Saha, D/o. Sunil 

Saha, W/o. Jaydip, residing 
at Kabi Sukanta Coop, 19B, 
Ultadanga Main Road, 
Telengabagan, KIT Scheme 
VIII(M), Kolkata-700067, 
have changed my name and 
shall henceforth be known 
as Rama Saha Deb as 
declared before the Notary 
Public Sealdah Court vide 
affidavit on dated 06-01-
2025. That Rama Saha and 
Rama Saha Deb both are 
same and identical person. 

 
 
 
 
I, BIPOD Ghosh, S/o. 

Late Kamal Ghosh, R/o. 
Vill.: Chuakhali, P.O.: 
Rupdaha, P.S.: Dhubulia, 
Dist.: Nadia, Pin-741140, do 
hereby declare that have 
changed my name from 
Bipod Ghosh to Bipad 
Ghosh and henceforth I 
shall be known as Bipad 
Ghosh in all purposes vide 
Affidavit No. 1716 sworn 
before the Ld. Executive 
Magistrate (1st Class) at 
Krishnagar, Nadia on 29-01-
2025. Bipad Ghosh and 
Bipod Ghosh both are same 
and one identical person. 

 
 
 
I, VARINDER Kaur 

Matharoo, D/o. Balvinder 
Singh, W/o. Manjit Singh 
Matharoo, residing at 12/1, 
Akshay Kumar Chatterjee 
Lane, P.O.: Salkia, Howrah-
711106 is known by the 
name Varinder Kaur 
Matharoo as declared 
before First Class  

 
 
Executive Magistrate 

Howrah Court vide Affidavit 
No. 06AC 126176 Dated 
20th January, 2025. 
Varinder Kaur and Varinder 
Kaur Matharoo both are 
same and identical person. 

 
 
 
I, MANJIT Singh 

Matharoo, S/o. Late Kewal 
Singh, H/o. Varinder Kaur 
Matharoo, residing at 12/1, 
Akshay Kumar Chatterjee 
Lane, P.O.: Salkia, Howrah-
711106 is known by the 
name Manjit Singh 
Matharoo as declared 
before First Class Executive 
Magistrate Howrah Court 
vide Affidavit No. 06AC 
126177 Dated 20th January, 
2025. Manjit Singh and 
Manjit Singh Matharoo both 
are same and identical per-
son. 

 
 
 
I, KAMAL Hussain, S/o. 

Ali Hussain and Nagama 
Begum, residing at 12/H/11, 
Ground Floor, Aga Mehdi 
Street, P.O.: Park Street, 
P.S.: Taltala, Kolkata-
700016. In P.P.O No. M 
1578316 the name of my 
mother has been wrongly 
recorded as Nagma Begum 
My mother Nagma Begum 
shall henceforth be known 
as Nagama Begum as 
declared before the Judicial 
Magistrate, Calcutta Court, 
W.B. vide Affidavit No. 793 
Dated 07-01-2025. Nagma 
Begum and Nagama 
Begum both are same and 
identical person. 

 
 
I, ANUSKA Khatua, D/o. 

Maitreyee Roy Khatua, 
residing at A-37/6, Falguni 
Abasan, Sector-3, Salt Lake 
City, Bidhannagar, North 24 
Parganas, Pin-700097, 
have changed my name 
Anuska Das to Anuska 
Khatua vide affidavit (3882) 
before the Judicial 
Magistrate, Calcutta dated 
27-08-2024. Anuska Das 
and Anuska Khatua is the 
same and identical person. 

 

UTTAR Banga Krishi 
Viswavidyalaya, Pundibari, 
Cooch Behar – Notice 
Inviting Tender (NIT) –
Online tenders are being 
invited from reputed agen-
cies for supplying (a) E-
Rickshaw, Scotty & Bicycle 
and (b) Laboratory 
Instruments. For details 
please visit: www.wbten 
ders.gov.in 

Registrar (Actg.) 
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and seek appropriate advice 
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medical recommendations or 
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made by the advertisers of 
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U
nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, 
on Thursday, 
directed the 

Gujarat government  to ensure 
the implementation of the 
three new criminal laws across 
all the commissionerates of 
the state by 30 April 2025 
and the entire state as well 
at the earliest. 

Shah was chairing a review 
meeting in New Delhi on the 
implementation of the new 
criminal laws in Gujarat in 
presence of Gujarat Chief 
MInister Bhupendra Patel. 
He extensively discussed the 
progress in the implemen-
tation of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS), and Bharatiya Sakshya 
Adhiniyam (BSA), replacing 

the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (CrPC), and the Indian 
Evidence Act, respectively. 

Appreciating the work 
done by the state government 
in this regard, he said it should 
be reviewed on a monthly 
basis by the CM, fortnightly 
by the state home minister, 
and weekly at the level of 
the chief secretary, additional 
chief secretary (Home) and 
the director general of police 
(DIG). 

In the meeting, the present 
status of the enactment of 
the legislation, and its various 
provisions related to the 
courts, police, forensics, and 
prosecution in Gujarat, were 
also reviewed. 

During the discussion, 
Shah said the essence of the 
three new criminal laws intro-
duced by Prime Minister  
Narendra Modi lies in the 

provision of delivering justice 
within three years, from the 
filing of an FIR till the Supreme 
Court's verdict in any case. 

He stated that Gujarat has 
commendably achieved time-
ly filing of charge sheets in 
over 92 per cent of cases 
involving sentences of more 
than 10 years. 

He emphasised that for 

the remaining cases, a review 
should be conducted to ensure 
the utilization of the provision 
in the Act that allows seeking 
permission from the court. 

Shah also mentioned that 
the state has also  done a 
commendable job in con-
verting Zero FIRs into 100 
per cent regular FIRs, while  
he emphasised the need to 

establish a system where 
FIRs can be transferred 
between two states through 
the Crime and Criminal Track-
ing Network and Systems 
(CCTNS), suggesting the 
Gujarat should adopt CCTNS 
2.0. 

On the provision of elec-
tronic evidence in the new 
laws, the home minister said 
the state's Home and Health 
Departments should conduct  
meetings in a bid to make 
sure that all medical reports 
regarding cases including  
post-mortem and others are 
received electronically from 
hospitals. 

He laid emphasis on the 
need to put in place a system 
to record evidence through 
video conferencing in prisons, 
government hospitals, banks, 
forensic science laboratories 
(FSL), and other places prem-
ises, further stating that there 

should be a video confer-
encing cubicle for every court 
in the prisons. 

The Union Home Minister 
said the police should provide 
the details about the people 
detained for questioning on 
the electronic dashboard, 
along with the seizure list 
and the cases to be forwarded 
to the courts. 

He also directed the DGP 
for continuous monitoring 
of these cases, and also asked 
to increase the network con-
nectivity speed in police sta-
tions to 30 mbps over the 
prescribed standards. 

The HM also emphasised 
the availability of at least 
two forensic science mobile 
vans in every district, while  
stating that efforts should 
be made to ensure that all 
12 kits used in mobile forensic 
vans are manufactured in 
India.

Shah asks Guj CM to implement new 
criminal laws across state by 30 April

INSV Tarini passes through world’s most 
remote point, Point Nemo, in historic voyage
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
In a groundbreaking achieve-
ment for maritime explo-
ration, Lieutenant Com-
mander Dilna K and Lieu-
tenant Commander Roopa 
A, aboard the INSV Tarini, 
successfully passed through 
Point Nemo at 0030 hours 
(IST) today. The pair is cur-
rently sailing from Lyttelton, 
New Zealand, to Port Stanley, 
Falkland Islands, as part of 
the third leg of Navika Sagar 
Parikrama II. 

A statement from the 
Naval spokesperson stated 
that Point Nemo, located at 
coordinates 48°53 S 123°24 W, 
is known as the Oceanic Pole 
of Inaccessibility—arguably 
the most remote point on 
Earth. It lies about 2,688 kilo-
meters from the nearest land-
mass, making it an extraor-
dinary landmark in the South 
Pacific. The point is so isolated 
that the closest human pres-
ence is typically the Inter-
national Space Station orbit-
ing high above. Additionally, 
Point Nemo has earned a 
unique distinction as a 

decommissioned spacecraft 
cemetery, where space agen-
cies deliberately direct defunct 
satellites and space stations 
to re-enter the Earth's atmos-
phere and crash into the 
ocean, ensuring minimal 
risk to human life. 

In 1999, the Spanish 
research vessel Hespérides 
became the first ship to reach 
Point Nemo, and since then, 
very few vessels have passed 
through this remote area. 
Remarkably, INSV Tarini 
achieved this feat purely by 
sailing, without the use of 
motors. 

The officers also took the 
opportunity to collect valuable 
water samples from the vicin-
ity of Point Nemo. These 

samples will be analyzed by 
the National Institute of 
Oceanography, offering 
important insights into the 
ocean’s conditions, including 
marine biodiversity and the 
chemical composition of the 
water. The findings will con-
tribute to global oceano-
graphic research. 

Navika Sagar Parikrama 
II stands as a tribute to the 
unwavering spirit of India's 
women naval officers, high-
lighting their role in advancing 
scientific collaboration and 
pushing the frontiers of 
oceanic exploration. The 
journey continues as the 
officers head towards their 
next destination, Port  
Stanley.

Shah extensively discussed progress in implementation of  BNS, BNSS, and BSA, replacing IPC, CrPC, Evidence Act

Uttarakhand govt denies reports of mandatory religious 
certificates for live-in relationship registration under UCC
PR SINGH  
DEHRADUN, 30 JANUARY  

 
The Uttarakhand government 
on Thursday denied reports 
that the Uniform Civil Code 
mandates clergy permission 
for registration of live-in rela-
tionship or marriages. 

UCC rules committee 
member Manu Gaur clarified:  
"Such requirements will be 
applicable in the cases where 
marriages are prohibited as 
specified in schedule one of 
the UCC manual. Only four 
documents are required at 
the time of live-in registration 
under UCC,  residence proof, 
date of birth, Aadhaar details 
and rent agreement docu-
ments if applicable." 

He said a legal divorce 
decree will be needed for 

divorcees taking to live-in 
relationships. "Besides this 
those whose spouse has passed 
away or previous live-in rela-
tionship has ended will also 
have to provide relevant doc-
uments at the time of regis-
tration," he added. 

The state government 
issued a statement and said 
that reports of mandatory 

religious certificates under 
UCC for all live-in relationships 
were false and not in accor-
dance with the new uniform 
personal law of the state.  

According to Gaur, mar-
riages in Uttarakhand falling 
in prohibited categories are 
very rare. He said less than 
one per cent UCC registrations 
will require  a religious cer-

tificate in the state. However, 
as stated by Gaur, members 
of the communities where 
marriages can take place 
within the prohibited cate-
gories, as mentioned in UCC, 
can still register their rela-
tionship by providing a reli-
gious certificate. 

Gaur said the format of 
religious certificates is men-
tioned in the UCC manual. 

It is notable that the newly 
notified UCC manual claims 
that relations like cousin mar-
riages and others as defined 
in Schedule One come under 
prohibited categories. How-
ever, as per Gaur, couples 
belonging to the communities 
where such marriages are 
allowed will have to produce 
religious certificates from 
clergy. 

Thackeray-led Sena MP Sanjay Raut blames Centre, Yogi govt for Kumbh deaths
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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The Uddhav Thackeray-led 
Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha MP 
Sanjay Raut blamed the cen-
tral government and the Yogi 
government of Uttar Pradesh 
on Thursday, for the deaths 
of more than 30 people at 
the Prayagraj Mahakumbh 
Mela, where many children, 
elderly people and women 
have gone missing in a stam-
pede on Wednesday morn-
ing. 

“The count of those injured 
has not been done yet. Many 
people are missing, including 
many women. Who is respon-
sible for all this? The central 
government is responsible. 
The Yogi government of Uttar 
Pradesh is responsible,” Raut 
said. 

Raut also raised concerns 
about the allocation of funds 

for the event. “The budget 
for the Kumbh Mela was Rs 
10,000 crore, but reports 
show that less than Rs 1,000 
crore was spent. Where did 
the rest of the money go?" 
Raut asked. 

Raut's statement came 
after a stampede-like situation 
was witnessed at the 
Mahakumbh on Wednesday 
morning, resulting in several 
people getting killed and 
injured. The incident took 
place when lakhs of devotees 
had gathered at the conflu-
ence of Ganga and Yamuna 
rivers to take a holy bath on 
the auspicious  occasion of 
Mauni Amavasya, which is 
also the day of the second 
Shahi Snan. 

Raut said that “Many 
mahamandaleshwars (holy 
men) suggested handing over 
management of the event 
to the army” and alleged 

that the Mahakumbh was 
“politicised for publicity”, 
which eventually resulted in 
increased deaths. He said 
that the Yogi government is 
responsible for the chaotic 
situation at the Mahakumbh. 

"If there was a properly 

functioning system, these 
people would not have died. 
Hundreds of people have 
been injured," Raut said. He 
further criticised the BJP for 
politicising the event, adding, 
"The BJP is promoting politics 
through this. They want to 

take advantage of the mar-
keting of Kumbh and fight 
the elections". 

Speaking about the stam-
pede-like situation at the 
religious gathering, Raut said: 
"The administration and the 
government knew there 
would be a huge crowd, but 
they indulged in political 
marketing by claiming that 
10 crore to 20 crore people 
would come daily". He also 
criticised the presence of 
political dignitaries at the 
Mahakumbh. 

Raut said: "VIPs should 
stay away at such times. The 
entire area was closed for a 
day each for the Defence Min-
ister, Home Minister and other 
Union ministers. This led to 
a situation of chaos". He further 
alleged that "There was no 
arrangement, no ambulance 
and no medical facility". 

Raut also stated that the 

visits of Union ministers and 
VIPs increased pressure on 
the system. "When Union 
ministers and VIPs visit, it 
puts pressure on the system," 
Raut said. 

Raut criticised the arrange-
ments made for devotees at 
the Mahakumbh, particularly 
in the wake of the recent 
stampede. He raised concerns 
about the lack of proper facil-
ities and questioned the 
effectiveness of the admin-
istration's efforts. 

"The Kumbh is a matter 
of faith. What arrangements 
have been made for the devo-
tees there? Women are having 
to sleep on roads," Raut said. 
He pointed out that during 
Akhilesh Yadav's tenure, the 
arrangements at the Kumbh 
were much better, saying, 
"During Akhilesh Yadav's
tenure, the arrangements at 
Kumbh were the best".

JPC on Waqf  (Amendment) 
Bill submits its report  
to Lok Sabha Speaker

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 
 
The Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) scrutinising the 
Waqf (Amendment) Bill 2024 
submitted its final report on 
the Bill to Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla on Thursday. 

The Waqf (Amendment) 
Bill 2024 aims to bring signif-
icant reforms, including digi-
tisation of records, stricter 
audits, increased transparency, 
and legal mechanisms to 
reclaim illegally occupied 
Waqf properties. 

JPC chairman and BJP 
MP Jagdambika Pal, along 
with other panel members 
– Nishikant Dubey, Tejasvi 
Surya, Sanjay Jaiswal, and 
others, – submitted the panel's 
report to Birla at his Parlia-
ment House office. No Oppo-
sition members were present 
during the handing over of 
the report. 

A meeting between mem-
bers of the JPC and the Lok 
Sabha Speaker was held before 
the submission of the report. 
The panel, on Wednesday, 
adopted the draft report and 
the amended revised bill. 
However, the Opposition lead-
ers also submitted their dissent 
notes on the report. The JPC 
on Tuesday cleared the Waqf 
Bill 1995 with 25 amendments 
across 14 clauses/sections. 

The Bill is likely to be pre-
sented during the Budget Ses-
sion of the Parliament. The 
Budget session of Parliament 
will commence on 31 January 
and continue till 4 April, with 
the Union Budget to be pre-
sented on February 1. 

After submitting the report 

to the Lok Sabha Speaker on 
Thursday, the JPC chairman 
lauded the members of the 
committee for their "significant 
contribution" to the consti-
tution of the Bill. 

Pal said over the last five 
months, the committee con-
ducted several meetings and 
met hundreds of delegations 
across the nation, adding that 
a report has been made after 
detailed deliberation and sev-
eral cross-examinations. 

Talking to a news agency, 
the JPC chairman said: "In 
the last five months, we con-
ducted 38 meetings, met 250 
delegations and members, 
met former judges, vice-chan-
cellors... Report has been 
made after detailed deliber-
ations. Today we submitted 
that report... We did several 
steady tours and visited several 
states. All members of the 
JPC have made their contri-
butions to the formation of 
the bill. I believe that the bill 
which was brought with the 
intention to benefit and for 
the welfare of the poor, will 
fulfil it." 

When asked about Oppo-
sition MPs' absence during 
the submission of the report, 
Pal stated: "All have their own 
engagements. I had invited 
all of them. All opposition 
MPs participated in the impor-
tant meetings of the amend-
ment. They participated in 
the voting. They also came in 
the adoption. We concluded 
our meeting. All made signif-
icant contributions to the 
making of the bill and partic-
ipated in the detailed delib-
eration and cross-examina-
tions. 

Disclosure statements not strong enough to 
prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt: SC
AGENCIES  
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
The Supreme Court has reit-
erated that disclosure state-
ments are not "so strong a 
piece of evidence sufficient 
on its own and without any-
thing more" to prove the 
guilt beyond reasonable 
doubt.  

A bench of Justices Abhay 
S. Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan was 
dealing with a criminal appeal, 
where the trial court had 
convicted the appellant under 
Section 302 of the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860 and sen-
tenced him to undergo life 
imprisonment and to pay a 
fine of Rs 1 lakh. 

As per the prosecution, 
the appellant stabbed the 
deceased with a knife. Alleged-
ly, there was previous enmity 
between the appellant and 
the deceased as the latter 
was allegedly involved in the 
murder of the former’s elder 
brother. 

In the impugned decision, 
the conviction and sentence 
were confirmed in the appeal 
by the Kerala High Court. 

Before the apex court, the 

appellant’s counsel argued 
that the conviction was based 
on the testimony of two 
alleged eyewitnesses, appear-
ing to be chance witnesses. 
Further, as per the version 
of these two witnesses, there 
were other eyewitnesses who 
were not examined by the 
prosecution, requiring an 
adverse inference to be drawn. 

On the other hand, the 
state government’s counsel 
argued that the evidence of 
both the eyewitnesses is 
believed by both the courts 
and no interference can be 
made with the impugned 
judgments. He also pointed 
out that the recovery of the 
weapon of the offence and 
bloodstained cloths was made 

at the instance of the appel-
lant. 

In its judgment, the top 
court said: "There are material 
omissions which amount to 
contradiction. Coupled with 
the material omissions, if we 
consider the conduct of both 
the witnesses, their version 
does not inspire confidence. 
Once evidence of these two 
witnesses is disbelieved, the 
only remaining evidence 
against the appellant is of 
the recovery of the knife at 
his instance." 

It disbelieved the testi-
monies on several counts, 
including not reporting the 
incident to the police and 
not taking the deceased to a 
hospital. Quashing the con-
viction and sentencing orders, 
the Supreme Court acquitted 
the appellant of the offences 
alleged against him. 

"The appellant has under-
gone incarceration for more 
than twelve years. Hence, 
he shall be forthwith set at 
liberty unless he is required 
in connection with any other 
case," said the Justice Oka-
led Bench, as it allowed the 
appellant’s appeal.

Modi govt has done nothing to address inequality: Chidambaram
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Senior Congress leader P 
Chidambaram on Thursday 
asserted that  the gap 
between rich and the poor 
is growing, and the BJP-led 
government at the Centre 
has done nothing to address 
this issue. 

He made the statement 
after he along with Rajeev 
Gowda, Chairperson of Con-
gress’ Research Department 
and Chairperson of Social 
Media Department Supriya 
Shrinate released a report 
titled 'Real State of the 
Economy 2025' at the party 
headquarters here. 

The report questions the 
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment about the country's 
growth. 

Talking about the report, 

the Congress MP said, 
“Many of the facts men-
tioned in the report are 
conveniently buried and 
completely ignored by the 
Union Government. The 
media doesn't get the oppor-
tunity to carry the truth. 
Therefore, Rajeev Gowda's 

team decided to produce a 
comprehensive report on 
the real state of the economy. 
This report is well-docu-
mented and well-sourced.” 

Asserting that the econ-
omy is indeed facing sig-
nificant challenges, he said 
the high unemployment 
rates among youth and grad-
uates are alarming, with 
nearly 40 per cent and 30 
per cent, respectively. 

“This is exacerbated by 
stagnant wages, which have 
remained unchanged for 
four to five years, making 
it difficult for people to 
make ends meet. Mean-
while, inflation is on the 
rise, with food, education, 
and healthcare inflation 
increasing by double digits,” 
the former Finance Minister 
said. 

Attacking the ruling BJP, 

the former Union finance 
minister further said: “There 
is huge inequality. Nobody 
is denying that the ‘upper 
crust’ of one per cent is 
completely wealthy. Even 
the middle class, the top 
20  or 30 per cent may be 
better off, but what about 
the remaining 70 per cent 
populat ion.  The gap 
between rich and poor is 
growing. The government 
has done nothing to address 
this inequality.” 

“A  budget analysis of 
the last six and seven years 
will show that the govern-
ment expenditure on health, 
education, social welfare 
and rural development has 
fallen year after year. Allo-
cations for major welfare 
programmes have fallen 
steeply  over the last seven 
to eight years,” he said.

BPSC aspirants take to streets 
demanding re-examination
IMRAN MOJIB 
PATNA, 30 JANUARY 

 
Thousands of students 
protesting over irregularities 
in the 70th Preliminary Test 
(PT) conducted by the Bihar 
Public Service Commission 
(BPSC) thronged the streets 
in Patna on Thursday 
demanding re-examina-
tion.This protest march was 
organised just one day 
before the next hearing in 
the case was scheduled in 
Patna High Court. 

For the past six weeks 
the BPSC aspirants have 
been protesting at the des-
ignated site here in Gar-
danibagh. This was the first 
occasion when they took 
to the streets. The previous 
street protests were organ-
ised by political parties in 
their support. 

The students said that 
they were hopeful of receiv-
ing support from political 
parties in their struggle. 
But none of them extended 
genuine support, be it Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav, 
Communist Party leader 

Dipankar Bhattacharya, 
independent MP Rajiv Ran-
jan alias Pappu Yadav or 
Jan Suraj Party founder 
Prashant Kishor. 

Since the government 
continued to ignore them, 
they decided to register 
their protest in a big way. 
The student leaders had 
given a call to job aspirants 
from across the state to 
gather in Patna on the occa-
sion of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
death anniversary. They 
had announced the plan 
to meet Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar with their 
demand of re-examina-
tion. 

Since Kumar is busy with 
the Pragati Yatra, the stu-
dents decided to march 
towards the BPSC office 
here. The sudden decision 
took the administration by 
surprise. They failed to stop 
the students, who thronged 
the main streets of the 
capital city including the 
Beer Chand Patel Path – a 
major thoroughfare in Patna 
where offices of all the major 
political parties are locat-
ed. 



C M Y K

What are we going to 
get in this budget? 
People want strai -
ght and simple ans -

wers. It is not difficult to make a 
close-to-accurate guess if one 
first addresses some key ques-
tions. What is a budget? Who are 
its architects? Which segment of 
people ~ poor, rich, middle clas -
s es, employed, unemployed, far -
mers, gig workers, etc. is seeking 
answers? 

First things first. The budget 
is the government’s estimated 
income and expenditure for the 
financial year ~ a financial state-
ment. It is a constitutional requ -
ir e ment (as detailed under Arti-
cles 112, 114, 266, 266(2), and 
270)  of the executive to take the 
ap pr oval of the legislature, in 
oth er words of the people thro -
ugh their elected representatives 
in Lok Sabha to spend their 
money from the Consolidated 
fund of India. 

The budget not only deals 
with income and expenditure 
estimates for the budget year 
but provides the space to the 
government to announce relat-
ed decisions, policies, program -
mes, taxes and concessions, etc.  
It allocates money for various 
purposes including expenditure 
on salary and allowances to its 
own employees, armed forces et 
al. It earmarks spending on oth -
er essential items like interest 
pay ment on borrowed money, 
allocations to states and union 
territories of their tax share, gra -
nts etc. Then the government 
proposes spending in various 
other areas like health, educa-
tion and other social sector 
com ponents and subsidies. 

All this suggests that the 
allocations to various sectors 
wo uld be commensurate with 
the size of the budget, in other 
words higher the budget size, 
higher would be allocations for 
the people’s welfare. 

Unfortunately, the size of 
the Union budget as a percent-
age of the GDP has been shrink-
ing over the years; it has come 
down from 17.43 per cent of the 
GDP in 2009-10 to 14.76 per cent 
in 2024-25. The upcoming budg-
et is not going to be different 
giv en the government’s excess 
concern with fiscal consolida-
tion and lower-than-expected 
GDP growth. 

We can make a rough esti-
mate of the size of the budget ta -
king the expected GDP in 2025-
26. The GDP was estimated at 

Rs. 326 lac crore in the 2024-25 
budget; later it was brought 
down to Rs. 324 lac crore with 
no minal growth 9.7 per cent 
low er than the budget estimate 
of 10.5 per cent growth. Presum-
ing the estimate of Rs.356 lac 
crore again with about 10 per 
cent increase forecast, and assu -
ming that the budget size would 
be 14.5 per cent of the GDP, the 
budget size will be 
in the range of Rs. 
51.62 lac crore aga -
inst the current 
year’s Rs 48.20 lac 
crore, representing 
about a 7 per cent 
incre ase, which is 
not a big sum after 
ad justing for cur-
rent inflation. 

The reason for 
the shrinking bud -
get size is in align-
ment with the eco-
nomic policies of 
the budget archi-
tects. The present 
government’s neo-liberal eco-
nomic policies vehemently 
oppose the in cre asing fiscal de -
ficit which means the focus will 
be on spending cuts and tax in -
cre ases. The 2024-25 fiscal de -
ficit was 4.9 per cent of the GDP. 
The Finance Minister, Mrs Nir-
mala Sitharaman, has said her 
aim is to bring it down to 4.5 per 
cent in the 2025-26 budget and 
to keep on reducing it in succes-
sive budgets hereafter. 

The same liberal economic 
policies that have a penchant for 
a low fiscal deficit ~ that is low 
spending ~ believe in the theory 
that economic growth is more 
important because its propo -
nen ts feel that growth trickles 
down in benefits to the poor and 
middle classes. So, the approach 
is to help industry and com-
merce rather than giving sops to 
the poor. 

Based on income levels, the 
country has 134 million (9.7 per 
cent of the population) poor ~ 
with less than $2 a day income 
~ as per the Pew Research Cen-
tre’s compilation. Similarly, 
1,162 million (84 per cent) are in 
the low-income category with 
earnings between $2 and $10 
per day; 66 million (4.8 per cent) 
are middle-income group peo-
ple with $10 to $20 income; 16 
million (1.2 per cent) are upper-
middle-class persons earning 
$20 to $50 a day and 2 million 
(0.1 per cent) are high-income 
individuals earning above $50 a 

day. Most people's expectations 
in India are understandable with 
the poor and low-income cate-
gories accounting for 93.7 per 
cent of the population. 

Whatever be the claims of 
growth and prosperity of the 
country, the gap between the 
rich and poor has been widen-
ing. The Gini coefficient of 0.410 
in 2023 compared to 0.371 in 

1955 as per a study 
of the People Re -
search on India’s 
Consumer Econo-
my (PRICE), sho -
ws the present 
worsening situa-
tion, worse than in 
the 1950s. 

The World In -
equality Lab (Mar -
ch 2024) similarly 
says that by 2022-
23, the top 1 per 
cent of people ac -
counted for 22.6 
per cent of the 
cou ntry’s income 

and 40.1 per cent of its wealth. 
Un doubtedly there has been 
growth but its fruits are not 
trickling down to the bottom but 
concentrating at the top where-
by the number of billionaires 
and their wealth has been on the 
rise. Forbes billionaires’ data 
show an increase in their num-
ber from just one in 1991 to 52 
in 2011 and a further increase to 
162 in 2022. 

Unfortunately, the govern-
ment’s tax reliefs also benefit the 
rich and super-rich more than 
the ordinary. Not going into too 
many details, some reportage 
re cently in reputed media show -
ed Rs.3 lakh crore worth of tax 
concessions garnered by the 
largest corporates since 2019, 
while the revenue foregone by 
the government since 2012-13 
was Rs.8 lac crore. 

A course correction is im -
minent in this background with 
a practical approach as we do 
not expect any ideological shift 
from a government committed 
to neo-liberal economic poli-
cies.  A tax relief to middle class-
es and low income can be a big 
re lief but not a big burden on 
the government since the 
reven ue coming from people 
with in comes below Rs.10 lakh 
is only 6.22 per cent while those 
with above Rs.50 lakh brought 
76 per cent.  

The government may be 
happy with the increased filing 
of returns ~ 8.09 crore in 2023-

24 (against 6.48 crore in 2020), 
but it should not ignore the fact 
that 4.9 crore of them were nil 
income returns which only incr -
eased the work burden of  
both the IT Department and the 
citizens.  

Another ground to exclu de 
this segment totally from the tax 
fold is the falling consumption 
ex penditure which is not even 
in the economic interest of  
the affluent and corporates be -
cause low consumption dem -
and leads to lower sales vol-
umes and profits. 

Similarly, the middle class-
es expect no tax on the interest 
of their bank deposits since they 
are their sources of income. The 
government should rather enco -
urage more deposits into the 
system and should learn how to 
use them productively instead 
of discouraging them with taxes 
on the interest earnings. Natu-
rally the rich want more sops. 
They want ease of doing busi-
ness, simplified lab our compli-
ance, single window system, 
transparency etc. as listed in the 
CII’s ten-point wish list. 

As for others, the unem-
ployed youth want employment 
and quality employment. Altho -
ugh some employment growth 
is shown, what is conveniently 
forgotten is its quality. Most of 
the employment generated has 
been in the informal sector; 
more than 90 per cent of emp -
loyment in the country is in the 
informal sector. 

Then there are the woes of 
the farmers and their poor in -
comes. A high 92 per cent of 
farm holdings are small and 
mar ginal.  The monthly average 
farmers’ family income is Rs 
10,695. Of this, crop production 
provides Rs 5,298 and the rest 
comes from wage labour and 
from allied activities as per the 
NSS Survey 2019. 

Similarly, everyone knows 
about the neglect of health and 
education, their poor quality 
and inadequacy. It may be con-
cluded that the budget, poor in 
size due to ex cessive concern of 
limiting the fiscal deficit to 4.5 
per cent of the GDP, coupled 
with the gov er  nment’s commit-
ment to neo-liberal economic 
policies cannot be a pro-poor 
budget in reality. So, the major-
ity of the populati on, cannot 
expect any drastic cha   nges in 
the tax regime or oth  er conces-
sions except some paltry bene-
fits here and there.

Lately, there has been a surge in 
rightist nationalistic trends 
goa ded by non-political deal-
ers such as business tycoons, 

the ma fia and ‘bichauliya’ (middle-
men). Can the conventional parties 
face this? Answers to such questions 
can be attri buted to the use and mis-
use of parties in the name of democ-
racy. Generally, people see parties in 
liberal democracies with disdain due 
to manipulation by a small group of 
elites with dubious distinction. Par-
ties, for them, are mere instruments 
for pandering to their vested interests 
as if they have overtaken democracy. 

Political parties are declining  
all over the world. Bereft of ideology 
and co mmitments, political leaders 
rely more on attractive slogans, 
regardless of whether such slogans are 
translated into action after they come 
to power.  

Dissatisfied with the convention-
al parties, evolving both within and 
outside Parliament,  the “voter 
becomes more independent and 
autonomous, less controlled and 
blackmailed” by leaders whose sole 
objective is to capture pow er.  

Even though, in a theoretical 
sense, the definition, objective and 
functional standards of parties remain 
the same, there has been a significant 
transformation in their political 
milieu. Parties in both developed and 
developing countries seem to be los-
ing their space to non-political indi-
viduals and business tycoons with 

undemocratic proclivities and ambi-
tious commitments.  

Parties in liberal democracies, 
except the United Kingdom, are 
seemingly dysfunctional, if not entire-
ly irrelevant, to be conducive to dem-
ocratic govern a nce. People’s attitudes 
towards them are shifting; they seek 
alternatives to tra ditional parties’ 
nominees during elections.  

Parties that gain power thro u gh 
periodic elections have run out of 
steam as they have failed to renew 
and energise themselves to address 
people’s basic needs. Yet, they con-
tinue to survive, though with reduced 
appeal and public dissatisfaction.  

In conventional theory, parties’ 
origin, evolution and functioning are 
determined by their experiences in 
legislatures.  

In Britain, parties evolved within 
parliament; in the United Sta tes, they 
were innovated when certain incon-
veniences arose while implem enting 
the constitution. In political scientist 
Maurice Duverger’s term, the “mass 
bureaucratic parties” that evol ved in 
parliament became dominant for a 
long time.  

Such parties could be the link 
between the government and the peo-
ple. On the other hand, the cadre-
based parties, or what German politi-
cal scientist Otto Kirchheimer has 
said, the ‘catch-all party,’ are opposed 
to Duverger’s theory as parties have 
been formed in different environ-
ments and contexts. 

Generally, in developing countri -
es, parties are formed to achieve mul-
tiple objectives, such as national inde-
pendence and democracy, depending 
on specific cases and contexts. Instant 
parties serve the purpose of achieving 
immediate goals or catapulting into a 
power structure.  

The Nepali Congress (NC) and 
the Communist Party of Ne pal were 
created for opposite purposes: The 
former for establishing a constitution-
al monarchy à la British variety by 
overthrowing the family oligarchy of 
the Ranas, and the latter to emulate 
the one-party communist model that 
was then being practised in the Soviet 
Union and China under Mao.  

However, the communists in 
Nepal are not dogmatic in an ideolog-
ical sense but want to maintain their 
identity under the masquerading 
rhetoric. Splintered frequently on per-
sonal grounds, many of them are on 
the brink of extinction.
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Kumbh Tragedy 

The tragic stampede at the Maha Kumbh Mela in 
Prayagraj, which claimed several lives and injured 
many others, is another stark reminder of the urgent 

need for better crowd management strategies at India’s 
mega religious gatherings. The Kumbh Mela, recognised 
as the world’s largest congregation of humanity, draws 
tens of millions of devotees who come with deep spiritual 
faith. However, with such unprecedented footfall at the 
Kumbh, ensuring safety requires more than just faith ~ it 
demands meticulous planning, cutting-edge technology, 
and proactive governance. This is not the first time a stam-
pede has marred the sacred event. The 2013 Kumbh saw 
at least 36 people losing their lives in a similar tragedy. 
Despite advancements in surveillance and security meas-
ures, history seems to be repeating itself. This raises seri-
ous questions about the adequacy of existing crowd con-
trol mechanisms. Were the contingency plans robust 
enough? Were there clear exit strategies in place? These 
concerns must be addressed with urgency. Eyewitnesses 
from Wednesday’s incident report that confusion and 
poor crowd flow led to panic. Some devotees, unable to 
exit safely, were forced to turn back, exacerbating the sit-
uation. The authorities had used AI-based crowd man-
agement systems, deployed special security forces, and 
increased me dical personnel, yet these measures did not 
prevent the disaster. Clearly, something remains amiss in 
how these strategies are being executed on the ground. 
Public awareness is equally crucial in preventing such 
tragedies. Devotees must be educated on emergency pro-
tocols through announcements and signage. Even the best 
se curity measures can fail if crowds panic and do not fol-
low safety guidelines in critical situations. 

Religious gatherings in India, be it the Kumbh Mela, 
Sabarimala pilgrimage, the Tirumala darshan or the Vais -
hno Devi yatra, often experience massive turnouts, mak-
ing crowd control a complex challenge. The government, 
in coordination with religious bodies, must es tablish 
stricter crowd limits, create more regulated entry and exit 
points, and introduce real-time monitoring of congrega-
tion density. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath acted swiftly to 
review the situation and issue directives, but such reactive 
measures must give way to a more proactive approach. 
Authorities must anticipate worst-case scenarios and pre-
pare accordingly rather than responding after a tragedy 
has already unfolded. The future of safe mass gatherings 
in India lies in the adoption of smar ter, more efficient 
infrastructure. Temporary townships like the one at the 
Maha Kumbh need well-plan ned evacuation routes, AI-
powered density alerts, and an adequate number of foot-
bridges to disperse crowds smoothly. Global best practices 
offer valuable lessons. India must integrate similar, if not 
better, mechanisms. The Maha Kumbh is an event of deep 
cultural and spiritual significance, but ensuring the safety 
of devotees is just as sacred a duty. This tragedy should 
serve as a wake-up call ~ crowd management at India’s 
religious gatherings must move beyond makeshift meas-
ures and become a national priority. Otherwise lives will 
continue to be lost, and ascribed to God’s will when in 
reality it is man’s folly that leads to such tragedies. 

DRC conflict 

The escalating crisis in eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) is yet another grim chapter in a de -
cades-long conflict that has claimed countless lives 

and displaced millions. The rapid advance of rebels 
toward Goma, a key economic and strategic hub, is not 
merely a local crisis ~ it has regional and international ra -
mifications. The situation calls for urgent and decisive 
global intervention, as continued inaction will only deep -
en the humanitarian catastrophe and fuel long-term insta-
bility. At the heart of this crisis is the rebel offe nsive, which 
has seen government forces retreat and thousands of sol-
diers surrender. The capture of key in frastructure, includ-
ing an airport, signals the growing stren gth of the armed 
group and the weakness of state control. Civilians are 
bearing the brunt of this escalation, with hospitals over-
flowing, food supplies looted, and stre ets littered with
bodies. The indiscriminate use of heavy artillery in pop-
ulated areas has resulted in severe injuries, particularly 
among children. The scale of suffering is staggering, yet 
the world’s response remains limited to diplomatic state-
ments and vague calls for pea ce. One of the most troubling 
aspects of the conflict is the alleged external involvement. 
Accusations of support for the rebels from neighbouring 
Rwanda have inflamed tensions, prompting diplomatic 
exchanges and emergency meetings. While denials of such 
involvement are routine, mounting evidence suggests that 
Rwanda is play ing a significant role in sustaining the 
insurgency. This underscores the complexity of the con-
flict, which is not just an internal matter for the DRC but 
a broader regional issue with geopolitical implications. 
The role of Rwanda must be scrutinised, and those fuelling 
the violence must be held accountable. Meanwhile, the 
hu manitarian cost continues to rise. The displacement of 
civilians, the destruction of essential infrastructure, and 
the targeting of peacekeepers indicate that the conflict is 
spiralling out of control. With peacekeepers from multiple 
countries already suffering casualties, it is clear that the 
crisis extends beyond the DRC’s borders. Yet, the global 
response has been tepid at best. Protests in the capital 
targeting foreign embassies reflect the growing frus tration 
among Congolese citizens who see international engage-
ment as ineffective and insincere. This crisis cannot be 
resolved through half-hearted negotiations or diplomatic 
posturing. The international community must go beyond 
mere condemnation and take concrete steps. This 
includes enforcing sanctions on those financing and arm-
ing the rebels, ensuring accountability for human rights 
abuses, and strengthening peacekeeping efforts to protect 
civilians. Additionally, addressing the root causes of the 
conflict ~ such as resource exploitation, political instabil-
ity, and ethnic tensions ~ is essential for a lasting solution. 
Goma’s fate is not just about one city; it represents a crit-
ical moment in the broader struggle for stability in Africa. 
If the world continues to look away, the DRC will remain 
trapped in a cycle of violence, and the consequences will 
be felt far beyond its borders. Immediate and decisive 
action is the only path forward. 

What to expect 
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A course correction is imminent even though we do not expect any ideological 
shift from a government committed to neo-liberal economic policies.  A tax relief 
to middle classes and low income groups can be a big relief to them but not a big 
burden on the government since the revenue coming from those with incomes 
below Rs.10 lakh is only 6.22 per cent. The government may be happy with the 
increased filing of returns – 8.09 crore in 2023-24 (against 6.48 crore in 2020), but 
it should not ignore the fact that 4.9 crore of them were nil income returns which 
only increased the burden of both the IT Department and the citizens 
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SIR, It’s a matter of grave concern 
that Uttarakhand has become the 
first state where the Uniform Civil 
Code(UCC) has been implement-
ed with a view to provide unifor-
mity in the laws of all religious 
communities living in the state.  

Apparently it seems to ba a 
good move where the disparity 
betw een the rights of both the 
male and the female genders are 
being equated but the question is 
whether the female and the male 
genders are equal in every respect 
and in every perspective?  

The implementation of the 
UCC is indirectly an intervention 

in religious affairs of different 
communities which will make the 
laws of the religions null and 
void. India is a secular country 
and in the Constitution it is clear-
ly mentioned that every citizen of 
this country is free to practice and 
propagate the teachings of 
his/her religion without any trou-
ble. The UCC goes against the 
principles of Muslim Personal 
Laws where the moral code of 
marriage, divorce, inheritance 
rights and adoption of children as 
well as the rights of “illegitimate 
children” have been clearly defin -
ed and there is no controversy 

whatsoever.  
The imposition of the UCC 

suggests that the laws of the reli-
gions are faulty which a religious 

person will never accept. The 
Central government must reflect 
on the negative aspects of imple-
mentation of the UCC before 

seeking to enforce it all over the 
country. 

Yours, etc., Iftekhar Ahmed, 
Kolkata, 28 January. 

Grave  concern 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

P S M 
RAO

The writer is a development 
economist and  

commentator on economic 
and social affairs

Are political 
parties relevant 

NATIONAL TREASURE 
SIR, It will not be an exaggeration to say that Jasprit Bumrah is a national treasure. He is excellence 
personified. In the last two decades, Bumrah is only the sixth Indian player and first pace bowler to 
receive the prestigious ICC Test Cricketer of the year award after Rahul Dravid, Gautam Gambhir, 
Virender Sehwag, R Ashwin and Virat Kohli. He has sublime con-
trol over his length but his real magic is his brain and cricketing 
intelligence which makes him the most lethal and feared bowler 
in world cricket today.  
      Bumrah has sprinkled his magic from Capetown to Kanpur, 
Dharamshala to Melbourne and Vizag to Perth. His true genius 
is recognised by his rivals who speak highly of him. His workload 
must be managed with utmost professionalism so that he 
remains fresh and fit for the key future series.  

Yours, etc., Bal Govind, Noida, 28 January. 
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Will China’s AI challenge 
impact US dominance? 

SMRUTI S PATTANAIK 
 

C
hina has become a topic of 
discussion in South Asia over 
the past few days. Whether it 
is Sri Lankan President Anura 

Kumara Dissanayake’s state visit to 
China from January 14 to 17, during 
which he signed 15 MoUs; the India-
China Foreign Secretary-Foreign Min-
ister level talks; six Chinese nationals 
in Pakistan filing harassment cases 
against the Sindh police; China aiming 
to assist in training students studying 
in institutions managed by Jamaat Isla-
mi Bangladesh - media coverage like 
this speaks volumes about Beijing’s 
growing engagement with South Asia 
and India’s strategic gains and losses. 

China is a vital destination for the 
political leaders in South Asia. It serves 
as a strategic signal to India and facili-
tates investment for new projects with 
a request to reschedule debts. During 
his visit to China, Dissanayake success-
fully signed a $3.7 billion investment 
from Sinopec (a petroleum refining 
corporation) for an oil refinery in Ham-
bantota, Sri Lanka. An agreement with 
the China EXIM Bank and the China 
Development Bank to restructure Sri 
Lanka’s debt to China will likely help 
secure the release of the IMF’s next 
tranche of $2.9 billion disbursement. 

The joint statement emphasised 
partnering on ‘high quality’ Belt and 
Road cooperation. Sri Lanka pledged to 
support China’s position on Xizang and 
Xinjiang. They agreed to ‘jointly open 
up new space for win-win development 
of higher standard, stronger resilience 
and greater sustainability’. This visit was 
viewed as Dissanayake’s attempt to walk
the ‘tightrope’ between India and China. 
He visited India last year, shortly after 
assuming the presidency. 

In a public meeting in Katukurun-
da following his return from China, 
Dissanayake on 20 January said, “So 

we have to forge strong links with other 
countries. In this, the most important 
is India”. He also reflected on the dis-
cussions between an Indian company 
and the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation 
regarding the construction of an oil 
refinery with 61 oil tanks jointly man-
aged by India and Sri Lanka in Trinco-
malee, a port city on the northeast 
coast. India has agreed to supply liq-
uefied natural gas to Sri Lankan power 
plants to generate electricity. 

Interestingly, the wind energy 
project in Mannar and Pooneryn 
granted to Adani Green Energy Sri 
Lanka Ltd as part of the India-Sri 
Lanka governments’ initiative is now 
being challenged in the Supreme 
Court of Sri Lanka. The pricing agree-
ment to provide energy to consumers 
has been revoked. The project is under 
review by a committee appointed by 
the Sri Lankan government, ostensibly 
for high tariffs. This project, which is 
near India’s coast, was earlier given to 
China. New Delhi has expressed con-
cerns about the delays by Sri Lanka in 
all the joint venture projects, some of 
which, the most recent being the East-
ern Container Terminal of the Colom-
bo Port, were cancelled after an agree-
ment was signed. 

India’s Foreign Secretary, Vikram 
Misri, visited Beijing on 26-27 January 
to participate in a meeting of the For-
eign Secretary-Vice Foreign Minister 
mechanism that exists between the 
two countries. The ties between the 
two countries had deteriorated follow-
ing the Galwan incident (a series of 
clashes between Indian and Chinese 
troops in the Galwan Valley along the 
Sino-Indian border on 15 June 2020). 
India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr 
S Jaishankar, emphasised the need to 
detangle its relationship from the com-
plications of post-2020 border situa-
tions with China and underlined 
India’s approach based on ‘mutual 

respect, mutual sensitivity and mutual 
interests’ as guiding principles. 

In the Special Representative 
meeting on 18 December 2024, the 
two countries underlined that peace 
and tranquillity at the border would 
help the ‘normal development of 
bilateral relations’. Both China and 
India shook on resuming direct flights 
between them. They have also agreed 
to operationalise the mechanisms to 
resume the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 
and share data on trans-border rivers 
and border trade. 

China also strengthened its bilat-
eral ties after the ouster of Sheikh 
Hasina in a revolt against her regime 
in August last year. Immediately after 
the political change, China empha-
sised its ‘all-round strategic partner-
ship’ with the new interim regime in 
Bangladesh, as the US appeared to be 
a close partner of the newly formed 
government. China swiftly engaged 
the religious political parties that were 
crucial in organising the street 
protests against Hasina. 

In September 2024, the Chinese 
Ambassador to Bangladesh, Yao Wen, 
met Jamaat-e-Islami Amir Dr Shafiqur 
Rahman at the party office in Mogh-
bazar. China also hosted a 14-member 
delegation consisting of Jamaat Islami 
and its student front, the Islami Chatra 
Shibir and four other Islamic parties—
Khilafat Andalon, Khilafat Majlis, Nezam 
Islam Party and Hefazat-e-Islam - in Bei-
jing on November 26-28, 2024. It also 
hosted the Balochistan National Party 
leaders in the same month. 

China has also trained students in 
Jamaat-run institutions and orphan-
ages. It is also Bangladesh’s largest 
trading partner. Meanwhile, 
Bangladesh remains the second largest 
recipient of Chinese-made weapons. 
China’s infrastructure development in 
Bangladesh reflects ‘genuine friend-
ship’, and Indian projects are portrayed 

as unfair and unequal. As India has 
minimal interactions with Bangladesh, 
given its anti-Indian stances, the Chi-
nese engagement shows how political 
change in South Asia does not affect 
China’s relations, which is seen as a 
balancer to India. Bangladesh’s recent 
overtures to Pakistan, which was 
accused of genocidal killings in 1971, is 
to send a message to India that played 
a major role in the 1971 liberation and 
is currently sheltering Sheikh Hasina. 

The Chinese are facing difficul-
ties in Pakistan due to security threats 
to their workers as there have been 
clashes between them and locals. On 
27 January, four Chinese nationals 
petitioned against political harass-
ment at the Sindh High Court. They 
also claimed they were not allowed to 
move out of their premises without 
being justified on the pretext of their 
‘security’. In 2018, such restrictions 
on Chinese workers working on a 
motorway project resulted in a scuffle 
between Chinese workers and the 
police in Punjab province. The work-
ers were later deported to China. In 

2019, Chinese and Bangladeshi work-
ers clashed in Patuakhali (a town in 
Bangladesh) over the death of a local 
Bangladeshi. 

Similarly, in 2021, clashes 
between locals and Chinese workers 
were reported in Banshkhali in Chit-
tagong over unpaid wages to the local 
workers, leading to police firing, which 
killed five Bangladeshi workers. Such 
conflicts with local workers were also 
reported in Sri Lanka, where China is 
developing the infrastructure. 

Despite challenges, China has 
become an important economic and 
strategic partner for South Asian 
countries. India is equally engaged in 
development projects in the region. 
Unlike China, Indian projects com-
pete with domestic nationalist politi-
cal narratives and are subject to 
intense political scrutiny. With the 
change of each ruling political regime 
in South Asia, the contours of their 
bilateral relations with India and 
China change as well. 
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ACROSS 
 
1    Gymnast needs this 

money in the bank  
(7) 

5    Decline what every 
player strives for  
(7) 

10  Part of the Scillies, 
eastern half 
redeveloped  
(4) 

11  Court investigation 
leader rejected for 
debate  
(2,8) 

12  Useless way to carry 
goods I imported  
(2,4) 

13  Ultimately fit and 
lithe, trained in Air 
Corps  
(8) 

14  Boxer’s cunning with 
rowers (9) 

16  Some rubbing out 
needed in this game 
(5) 

17  Comparatively adept 
sailor with large 
margins of error  
(5) 

19  Button container that 
needs refilling 
regularly (6,3) 

23  Old couple in Split, 
dancing perhaps  
(8) 

24  Team in taxi missing 
reserves  
(6) 

26  A blend of chats and 
spiel?  
(5,5) 

27  A good service was 
one of her strengths 
(4) 

28  Robin’s mate 
defending small 
member of 24 before 
change in  
terminology  
(7) 

29  Son joins keener 
member of 24 at the 
back  
(7) 

DOWN 
 
2    London 24 seen 

primarily in 3 on left 
(7) 

3    Area near ground, or 
the ground itself (5) 

4    Letter opposing drink 
(7) 

6    Part of course inspires 
old character to 
develop choppers  
(6) 

7    Location of member 
of 24’s old theatre 
cutting (2,3,4) 

8    Stealing possible 
contents of mound in 
Suffolk? (7) 

9    Police aim to do this 
sport  
(6,7) 

15  Ring users with radical 
compounds, about 50 
(9) 

18  A bit worried about 
old US lawman’s CV? 
(7) 

20  Display of slippers 
rocks head office in 
Cornwall? (3,4) 

21  It’s mean to state how 
old someone is  
(7) 

22  Crossing line, a bear 
raised game (6) 

25  Albatross beats this 
bird of prey (5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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CROSSWORD

U S E F U L D E C R E A S E
N A I R O T A

C O R N I C H E M U T I N Y
R T K A E I M

V E G A M A D O N N A
S S O I R

C O N T I N E N C E L O I N
C I A N A N

O T I C I N J U N C T I O N
A L U E E
G E N E S I S C U B E
O O P T S O I

A N G O R A I L L U M I N E
A K C C A E G

G L A S S E Y E M O R S E L
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SANTHOSH MATHEW 
 

T
he global artificial intelligence 
(AI) landscape has witnessed a 
new shift with the emergence 
of China’s DeepSeek,  a pow-

erful AI model developed to counter-
balance American AI giants like Ope-
nAI, Google, and Meta. The release of 
DeepSeek sent shockwaves through 
the stock market, causing NVIDIA, one 
of the biggest players in AI hardware, 
to lose nearly $500 billion in market 
capitalization overnight. 

The tremors from this event are 
still being felt, and it has reignited 
debates on AI valuations, market 
speculation, and the role of open-
source AI models in reshaping tech-
nological dominance. DeepSeek’s 
arrival signifies China’s renewed push
to challenge American tech suprema-
cy. Unlike the walled-off approach of 
OpenAI, which requires massive com-
putational resources and exclusive 
partnerships, DeepSeek claims to be 
open-source and highly efficient, 
requiring significantly lower costs for 
training AI models. This has raised 
eyebrows in the tech world, especially 
since China’s AI developments are 
often seen as state-backed projects 
aimed at global tech disruption rather 
than pure innovation. 

The market turbulence following 
DeepSeek’s debut also revealed the 
fragility of AI valuations. While the 
hype around AI companies has led to 
sky-high valuations, real-world market 
corrections have exposed the specu-
lative nature of these figures. The old 
investment adage holds true - valua-
tion is not a story crafted by analysts 
but a function of tangible cash flows 
and sustainable yield. Investors who 
blindly jump into AI stocks based on 
YouTube hype or social media  

narratives risk facing the brutal reality 
of market corrections. DeepSeek is not 
the only major AI development 
emerging from China. Alibaba has 
recently unveiled an AI model that it 
claims surpasses DeepSeek, further 
intensifying the competition among 
China’s tech giants. 

Alibaba’s latest AI endeavor aims 
to outpace its domestic rivals and 
establish itself as a global AI power-
house. While details of its model’s 
capabilities are still emerging, its 
impact on the AI industry is undeni-
able. Alibaba's move could redefine 
the AI race, providing China with 
multiple competing AI entities rather 
than a single dominant player. 
Despite these advancements, China 
faces significant roadblocks in its 
quest for AI dominance. 

Unlike the United States, which 
fosters innovation in an open, capi-
talistic environment, China’s tech sec-
tor operates under state supervision, 
limiting the organic development of 
disruptive technologies. Historically, 
AI breakthroughs have thrived in free 
societies where data, research, and 
innovation flow without restrictions. 
This is where American AI firms, 
despite occasional regulatory chal-
lenges, maintain an edge over their 
Chinese counterparts. 

The limitations of China’s AI 
ambition become evident when one 
scrutinizes its political and cultural 
rigidity. AI development is as much 
about access to data and computa-
tional power as it is about intellectual 
freedom. A controlled society with 
heavy censorship struggles to inno-
vate beyond state-approved narra-
tives.  The past has proven that 
nations that stifle open discourse 
ultimately fall behind in technologi-
cal races. 

A look at Soviet-era technological 
advancements in space and military 
technology illustrates how state- 
controlled science eventually hit a 
ceiling, unable to keep pace with 
democratic, innovation-driven 
economies. Another fundamental 
concern regarding China’s AI growth 
is trust. Open-source AI models, while 
theoretically accessible to all, come 
with risks when backed by an author-
itarian regime. A major question that 
arises is whether models like 
DeepSeek will allow unbiased access 
to information. Would DeepSeek 
truthfully answer politically sensitive 
questions, such as those related to 
Taiwan, Tibet, or the Tiananmen 

Square massacre? Historical patterns 
suggest that AI models developed 
under state influence will inevitably 
serve the regime’s interests rather 
than promote free knowledge. 

Interestingly, while DeepSeek 
and Alibaba’s AI models have stirred 
global interest, they still rely heavily 
on NVIDIA chips. The irony of this sit-
uation cannot be ignored - China’s AI 
ambitions continue to be dependent 
on American hardware, exposing its 
vulnerability in the global AI supply 
chain. Until China develops its own 
semiconductor ecosystem that can 
rival NVIDIA’s dominance, its AI push 
remains partially reliant on American 
technology. 

The battle for AI supremacy is 
not just about building better mod-
els; it is about creating ecosystems 
that foster continuous innovation. 
China’s latest AI developments may 
disrupt short-term market trends, 
but in the long run, open societies 
that encourage innovation, freedom, 
and transparency will continue to 
lead. The world watches as China 
pushes its AI boundaries, but history 
suggests that true technological rev-
olutions thrive where ideas and com-
petition flourish without state-
imposed limitations. 

(The writer is Associate Professor, Centre For 
South Asian Studies, Pondicherry Central 
University.)

Shifting sands in South Asia

CHICAGO is a wonderful city, but the 
claim of its wheat ring to have gained control 
of 36,000 million bushels of grain is—like the 
report of Mark Twain’s death which once 
emanated from the same centre—a trifle 
exaggerated. According to Sir James Wilson, 
formerly well known in India, the total yield 
of wheat in 1923-24 in those countries for 
which statistics are available was 430 million 
quarters, which is less than a tenth of the 
quantity said to have been cornered in Chica-
go. A corresponding discount may confidently 
be made in the case of the fortune of four hun-
dred millions sterling said to have been 
amassed by Mr. Arthur Cutten in the past 
three weeks as the result of cornering opera-
tions. Even in America there is a limit to the 
toleration extended to the piling up of mil-
lions; and Mr. Henry Ford, by clearing more 
than four hundred million dollars on his last 
reported year’s trading, was held to have gone 
perilously near that limit. At the same time it 
is an unpleasant fact that wheat has risen 
nearly 50 per cent, in England during the past 
year, and nearly 75 per cent, compared to its 
pre-war price. Apparently there is every 
prospect of its going still higher. 

TANGIER CONVENTION 

NOT RECOGNIZED 
BY ITALY 

THE Italian Government has declined 
to adhere to the new Tangier Convention. 

The Rome correspondent of The Times 
says the Cabinet bases its decision on the 
fact that Italy did not participate in the con-
ference at which the Convention was drawn 
up. She repeatedly indicated her willingness 
to participate but the requests were 
unheeded. She therefore cannot do other-
wise than refuse to recognize a Convention 
in the drawing up of which she was not con-
sulted, and which she considers impracti-
cable and not beneficial to Italian interests. 

BOMBAY OUTRAGE 
MYSTERY OF RED 
MAXWELL CAR 
SOLVED 
BOMBAY, JAN. 29. 

THE mystery surrounding the Red 
Maxwell car alleged to have been used by 
the assailants in the Malabar Hill outrage 
is reported to have been solved by the 
Bombay police. 

It is said that on its way to Bombay the 
car stopped for a little while at Lonavla, 
where its occupants engaged the services 
of a boy to bring a few bucketsful of water, 
for which he was given a few coppers as 
bakshish by Shafi Ahmad, who is now in 
Bombay in police custody. Shafi Ahmad 
was taken to Lonavla yesterday, when the 
boy is said to have picked him out from 
among many others. 

„FLU‰ EPIDEMIC IN BRITAIN 

SCHOOLS & OFFICES 
AFFECTED 
(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)  
LONDON, JAN. 30. 

Britain is in the grip of a mild form of 
“flu.” The epidemic has seriously affected 
offices and workshops, which are very 
short-handed, but so far few deaths have 
been recorded. 

The complaint is largely of an intestinal 
form, and doctors state that the epidemic, 
which is due to a mysterious triennium 
cycle, is likely to reach its zenith in Febru-
ary. It will not be surprising if a large num-
ber of football matches are cancelled whole-
sale, and of the forty members of one Surrey 
League team only five are fit to play. A vil-
lage in Hampshire with a population of 400 
has no less than 260 under the doctors. 

Many schools have been closed down 
in Kent owing to the absence of teachers, 
and at one school only forty out of 244 pupils 
put in an appearance. The Medical Officer 
for Buckinghamshire reports that one in 
every eight of the population is ill. Mills in 
Manchester are also greatly affected. 

TROTSKYÊS SUCCESSOR 

STORMY CAREER OF 
MICHEL FRUNSO 
MOSCOW, JAN. 30. 

MICHEL FRUNSO, who has been 
appointed to succeed Trotsky, is the son of 
a Moldavian peasant. Michel Frunso par-
ticipated in the Moscow insurrection. He 
was prosecuted during the Tsarist regime 
five times, and was twice condemned to 
death, but finally he was sentenced to ten 
years’ exile in Siberia. Escaping from Siberia 
he organized revolutionary “cells” to the 
Tsarist army in 1915, and later commanded 
armies against Koltchak and Wrangel. 

LOOTED EMBASSY 

FRENCH DISCOVERY 
IN LENINGRAD 

A MESSAGE from Moscow states that 
members of the newly appointed French 
Embassy staff, on arriving in Leningrad to 
take over possession of French State prop-
erty, found the building looted. Priceless 
tapestries, valuable silver plate and furni-
ture were missing. 

The Soviet authorities are investigating 
the disappearance of the property which is 
attributed to Zinovieff, who is said to have 
ordered its removal. 

100 YEARS AGO
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Assam government is mulling plans to boost the tourism industry by improving rail connectivity 
NISHAT NIZAMI 
GUWAHATI, 30 JANUARY 

 

O
nce a hotbed of 
insurgency, the 
Bodoland Territorial 
Region (BTR) in 

Assam is seeing a new dawn 
and ushering in a new era of 
development. The new phase 
of peace and prosperity is 
driven by multiple develop-
mental projects including a 
crucial railway route connecting 
Bhutan, an expanded oil refin-
ery and a defence corridor. 

According to the chief min-
ister of Assam, Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, around 20,000 people 
had lost their lives in the con-
flicts that plagued the region 
for decades. However, after 
the signing of the Bodoland 
Accord in 2020, the region 
has witnessed a new phase of 
peace and is now heading on 
the path of development.  

According to the govern-
ment, in the past three and a 
half years, peace is prevailing 
in the region and there have 
been no incidents of violence. 
Around 6,000 people have 

been brought into the main-
stream. 

As explained by the CM, 
the growth in the BTR region 
is quicker than that of the rest 
of Assam. “BTR is blessed 
because they have special 
funds coming from the Centre. 
The council gets funds from 
three sources, including the 
Union government, the state 
and its own money. So, devel-
opment in BTR is faster than 
that of the rest of Assam,” 
said Mr Sarma. 

After ensuring peace, the 
local administration along 
with the state government is 

now aiming at bringing an 
economic boost in Bodoland, 
driven by various mega projects. 
The Indian Railway is working 
on introducing a railways 
route from Guwahati to Bhutan 
via Bodoland. The Himanta 
Sarma government, which is 
in alliance with the Bodoland’s 
ruling party United People’s 
Party Liberal, headed by 
Pramod Boro, is seeking to 
introduce a Vande Bharat 
train between  Guwahati and 
Chirang. At present, the journey 
between the two districts takes 
around five hours. With this 
upcoming route, the journey 

time to Guwahati would be 
cut down by two hours. As 
informed by the CM, the rail-
ways also plans of setting up 
a railway coach manufacturing 
unit in the BTR. 

Notably, the Bodoland area 
shares a border with Bhutan. 
The state government is mulling 
plans to boost the tourism 
industry by improving rail 
connectivity between the two 
nations. According to Mr 
Sarma, the BTR has a deep 
connection with the ‘Land of 
Lamas’. “They share a very 
close cultural bond. In Bhutan, 
Gelephu, Mindfulness City, 
work has been started to estab-
lish a city like Singapore. 
Bodoland is around eight kilo-
metres away from there. When 
such huge development takes 
place in the neighbourhood, 
the BTR would be an automatic 
beneficiary of the progress. I 
have had a talk with the king 
of Bhutan and their Prime 
Minister is also scheduled to 
visit Assam on 25 February. 
We are in touch for shared 
development,” he said. 

The state government is 

also said to be in talks with 
the Centre for setting up of a 
‘Defence Industrial Corridor’ 
involving the Bodoland region. 
According to the chief minister, 
discussions with the central 
government are on. “My dis-
cussion with the government 
of India is going on and I am 
sure that Assam will get a 
defence corridor,” informed 
the CM.  

Pointing out the challenges 
involved in building the corridor 
passing through Bodoland, 
he said: “BTR has the maximum 
land mass. So, it is very easy 
to set up industry in the region. 
But these are lands of tribal 
people. So, one has to be very 
careful because tribal people’s 
first love is their land. If you 
invite industry and I ask these 
people to vacate lands, we 
may see turmoil. Tribal people 
can live and die for their land. 
This progression has to be 
very gradual and we should 
not unsettle the peace.”  “We 
have to be very careful. While 
negotiating with the tribal 
people, one has to be sensitive 
to their needs,” he felt. 

Bodoland on the path to progress 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR,  
30 JANUARY  

 
Normalcy is fast returning 
to the Mahakumbh mela area 
on Thursday after yesterday's 
stampede in which 30 pilgrims 
were killed and 60 others 
were injured. 

While UP Chief Secretary 
Manoj Kumar Singh, and 
DGP Prashant Kumar visited 
the Mahakumbh area on 
Thursday, members of the 
Judicial Commission led by 
Justice (Retd) Harsh Kumar 
are expected to arrive here 
on Friday. 

As per government esti-
mate, over 1.67 crore pilgrims 
have taken a dip in the Sangam 
till 4 p.m. on Thursday and 
the total number of devotees 
to visit the Mahakumbh so 
far rose to over 290 million. 

A minor incident of fire 
was also reported near Jhunsi 
Chhatnag Ghat and Nagesh-
war Ghat in Sector 22 in 
which several tents were 
reduced to ashes but no one 
was hurt. 

The chief secretary and 
the DGP arrived here in the 
morning and held several 
rounds of meetings with mela 
officials and police officers. 
Both the officials also inspect-
ed the site of the stampede 
and visited the Medical Col-
lege to meet the injured. 

Two senior officials from 
Lucknow have been rushed 
to the Mahakumbh to oversee 
the arrangements here. 

The stampede took place 
between 1 and 2 a.m. on the 
occasion of the Mauni 
Amavasya as pilgrims rushed 
to take a dip in the river 
breaking barricades.  

In all 30 devotees lost 
their lives while 60 others 
were injured. The injured 
were admitted to the medical 
college where they are under-
going treatment. 

On the other hand , Justice 
Retired Harsh Kumar, chair-
man of the Judicial Com-
mittee on the Prayagraj 
Mahakumbh stampede, said: 
“We expect to submit a report 
within a month.Tomorrow 
morning, we will go for site 

inspection, and although we 
cannot say how long it will 
take, we will try to complete 
the work as soon as possi-
ble.” 

“Site inspection for better 
accuracy should be done as 
soon as possible. It is too 
early to say anything before 
this,” he said in Lucknow. 

The Judicial Commission 
took charge today. The other 
two members of the Com-
mission are ex-IAS D K Singh 
and retired IPS V K Gupta. 

After the stampede on 
the Mauni Amavasya Amrit 
Snan, the administration has 
issued a new order regarding 
the traffic system in the 
fair.The entire fair area has 
been declared a no-vehicle 
zone and even two-wheelers 
are not allowed to enter the 
fair. VVIP passes have also 
been cancelled and a one-
way traffic system has been 
implemented to streamline 
the movement of devotees.  

Vehicles from neighbouring 
districts of Prayagraj are being 
stopped at the district borders 
to reduce congestion.

T      E      N      D      E      R

MORE TENDER ADS 
ON PAGE 2

Senior UP govt officials inspect 
stampede site at Mahakumbh
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Israel balks at prisoner release 
after hostage handover chaos

While signing Laken Riley Act, Trump says he’ll 
send ‘worst criminal aliens’ to Guantanamo

Hamas frees 8 hostages, including female Israeli soldier, 5 Thai nationals; Israel to release 110 prisoners

Congo’s leader calls 
for massive military 
mobilisation as 
Rwanda-backed 
rebels expand their 
control

AGENCIES 
KYIV, 30 JANUARY 

 
A Russian drone blasted a 
hole in an apartment building 
in north-eastern Ukraine 
during a night-time attack, 
killing at least four people 
and injuring nine others, 
officials said Thursday. 

The Shahed drone blew 
out a wall and surrounding 
windows in the apartment 
block in Sumy, a major city, 
just after 1 a.m., the Sumy 
regional administration said. 
Four people were rescued 
from the rubble, and a child 
was among the injured, it 
said, adding that 120 people 
were evacuated. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy called 
it “a terrible tragedy, a terrible 
Russian crime.” 

The war between Russia 
and Ukraine, which enters 
its fourth year next month 
and shows no signs of ending, 
has killed more than 10,000 
Ukrainian civilians, according 
to the United Nations. 

Civilians have also 
endured hardship caused 
by Russian attacks on the 
power grid that have denied 

them heating and running 
water. Many have been evac-
uated from areas along the 
roughly 1,000-kilometre (600-
mile) front line where Ukrain-
ian defenses are straining 
to hold the bigger Russian 
army at bay. 

The fighting has been 
especially fierce in recent 
times in the eastern Donetsk 

region, which Russian forces 
partly occupy and appear 
bent on capturing completely 
in coming months. 

A Russian artillery strike 
on the Donetsk city of Kram-
atorsk injured eight people, 
including two young children, 
Donetsk regional head 
Vadym Filashkin wrote on 
his Telegram channel Thurs-
day. 

“Anyone who still remains 
in the Donetsk region is put-
ting themselves in mortal 
danger,” Filashkin said. “Take 
care of yourself! Evacuate.” 

Russia launched more 
than 80 drones at Ukraine 
overnight, the air force report-
ed, in what are common 
nighttime barrages. Most of 
the drones were shot down 
or stopped by electronic 
jamming, it said.

Trump White House rescinds memo freezing 
federal money after widespread confusion

A Russian drone strikes an apartment building in Ukraine, killing at least 4

AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON, 30 JANUARY 

 
President Donald Trump’s 
budget office on Wednesday 
rescinded a memo freezing 
spending on federal loans 
and grants, less than two 
days after it sparked wide-
spread confusion and legal 
challenges across the coun-
try. 

The memo, which was 
issued Monday by the Office 
of Management and Budget, 
had frightened states, schools 
and organisations that rely 
on trillions of dollars from 
Washington. 

Administration officials 
said the pause was necessary 
to review whether spending 

aligned with Trump’s exec-
utive orders on issues like 
climate change and diversity, 
equity and inclusion pro-
grams. 

But on Wednesday, they 
sent out a two-sentence notice 
rescinding the original memo. 
The reversal was the latest 
sign that even with unified 
control of Washington, 
Trump’s plans to dramatically 
and rapidly reshape the gov-
ernment have limits. 

Administration officials 
insisted that despite the con-
fusion, their actions still had 
the intended effect by under-
scoring to federal agencies 
their obligations to abide by 
Trump’s executive orders. 

“The Executive Orders 

issued by the President on 
funding reviews remain in 
full force and effect and will 
be rigorously implemented 
by all agencies and depart-
ments,” White House press 
secretary Karoline Leavitt 
(photo) said, blaming the 
confusion on the courts and 
news outlets, not the admin-
istration. “This action should 
effectively end the court case 

and allow the government 
to focus on enforcing the 
President’s orders on con-
trolling federal spending.” 

The vaguely worded order, 
legal pause and eventual can-
cellation left organisations 
confused and worried again 
about what might be next. 

Nourishing Hope, which 
runs foods pantries, home 
meal delivery and an online 
food market in Chicago, gets 
roughly 20 per cent of its 
food budget comes from the 
federal government. CEO 
Kellie O’Connell said the 
biggest issue when the memo 
surfaced was getting clear 
and accurate information so 
they could figure out how to 
plan for the coming months.

AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON, 30 JANUARY 

 
President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday signed the Laken 
Riley Act into law, giving fed-
eral authorities broader power 
to deport immigrants in the 
U.S. illegally who have been 
accused of crimes. He also 
announced at the ceremony 
that his administration 
planned to send the “worst 
criminal aliens” to a detention 
centre in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

The bipartisan act, the 
first piece of legislation 
approved during Trump’s 

second term, was named for 
Riley, a 22-year-old Georgia 
nursing student who was 
slain last year by a Venezuelan 
man in the U.S. illegally. 

“She was a light of warmth 
and kindness,” Trump said 
during a ceremony that 
included Riley’s parents and 
sister. “It’s a tremendous 
tribute to your daughter 
what’s taking place today, 
that’s all I can say. It’s so sad 
we have to be doing it.” 

Trump has promised to 
drastically increase depor-
tations, but he also said at 
the signing that some of the 
people being sent back to 

their home countries couldn’t 
be counted on to stay there. 

“Some of them are so bad 
that we don’t even trust the 
countries to hold them 
because we don’t want them 
coming back, so we’re gonna 
send ’em out to Guan-
tanamo,” Trump said. He 
said that he’d direct federal 
officials to get facilities in 
Cuba ready to receive immi-
grant criminals. 

“We have 30,000 beds in 
Guantanamo to detain the 
worst criminal aliens threat-
ening the American people,” 
the president said. 

The White House 
announced a short time later 
that Trump had signed a 
presidential memorandum 
on Guantanamo. Migrant 
rights groups quickly 
expressed dismay. 

“Guantanamo Bay’s abu-
sive history speaks for itself 
and in no uncertain terms 
will put people’s physical 
and mental health in jeop-
ardy,” Stacy Suh, program 
director of Detention Watch 
Network, said in a statement.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
KHAN YOUNIS, 30 JANUARY 

 

H
amas-led militants 
freed eight 
hostages on Thurs-
day as part of the 

ceasefire in the Gaza Strip, 
but the chaotic handover of 
some of the captives, who 
were shuttled through a 
rowdy crowd of thousands 
by masked militants, drew 
an angry protest from Israel. 

Israel’s plans to release 
110 Palestinian prisoners 
later in the day were put on 
hold by Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who 
demanded that mediators 
assure the safe exit for 
hostages going forward. He 
said later that he had received 
that commitment, and Israeli 
media reported the releases 
would go ahead. 

Hamas released seven of 
the hostages in front of the 

destroyed home of its slain 
leader, Yahya Sinwar, as thou-
sands pressed in. The militant 
group called it a “message 
of determination,” but it trig-
gered the latest in a series of 
disputes that have sent US 
and Arab mediators scram-
bling to patch up the truce. 

The ceasefire is aimed at 
eventually ending the deadliest 
and most destructive war 
ever fought between Israel 
and Hamas, and securing the 
release of dozens of hostages 
abducted in the militant 
group’s 7 October 2023, attack 
that ignited the war. 

The first hostage  ~ female 
soldier Agam Berger, 20 ~ was 
released after Hamas paraded 
her in front of a smaller crowd 
in the heavily destroyed urban 
Jabaliya refugee camp in 
northern Gaza. 

Hours later, a chaotic 
scene unfolded at a handover 
of the other seven in the 

southern city of Khan Younis. 
Hundreds of militants from 
Hamas and the smaller Islam-
ic Jihad group arrived with 
a convoy, and thousands of 
people gathered to watch, 
some from the tilted rooftops 
of bombed-out buildings. 

Footage showed hostage 
Arbel Yehoud, 29, looking 
stunned as masked militants 
hustled her through the 

shouting crowd, pushing 
people back. Also released 
were Gadi Moses, an 80-
year-old Israeli man, and 
five Thai labourers, identified 
by Israel as Watchara Sriaoun, 
33; Pongsak Tanna, 36; Sathi-
an Suwankam, 35; Bannawat 
Seathao, 27; and Surasak 
Lamnau, 32. 

A number of foreign work-
ers were taken along with 

dozens of Israeli civilians 
and soldiers during Hamas’ 
attack. Twenty-three Thais 
were among more than 100 
hostages released during a 
weeklong ceasefire in Novem-
ber 2023. Israel says three 
Thais remain in captivity, 
two of whom are believed 
to be dead. 

Yehoud had been at the 
centre of a dispute earlier 
this week over the sequence 
in which the hostages would 
be released. The United 
States, Egypt and Qatar, 
which brokered the ceasefire 
after a year of tough negoti-
ations, resolved it with an 
agreement that Yehoud would 
be released with the others 
on Thursday. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
condemned the “shocking 
scenes” and called on inter-
national mediators to ensure 
the safety of hostages in 
future releases. 

AGENCIES 
GOMA, 30 JANUARY 

 
Congo’s leader called on 
young people to massively 
enlist in the army to help 
fight Rwanda-backed rebels 
who were attempting to seize 
more territory in the country’s 
east as a crucial meeting of 
neighbours asked the Con-
golese government to talk 
with the rebels. Rwanda’s 
leader also threatened to 
“deal” with any confrontation 
from South Africa regarding 
the conflict. 

In his first public remarks 
since the M23 rebels 
advanced into eastern 
Congo’s largest city, Goma, 
on Monday, President Félix 
Tshisekedi late Wednesday 
vowed “a vigorous and coor-
dinated response” to push 
back the rebels while reaf-
firming his commitment to 
a peaceful resolution. “Enlist 
massively in the army because 
you are the spearhead of 
our country,” he urged young 
people. 

The M23 rebels in eastern 
Congo are backed by some 
4,000 troops from neighbours 
ing Rwanda, according to 
U.N. experts, far more than 
in 2012 when they first cap-
tured Goma. They are one 
of more than 100 armed 
groups vying for control in 
Congo’s mineral-rich east, 
which holds vast deposits 
estimated to be worth $24 
trillion and critical to much 
of the world’s technology. 

After capturing much of 
Goma, a humanitarian hub 
critical for the more than 6 
million people displaced by 
the conflict in eastern Congo, 
witnesses said Thursday 
morning that the rebels were 
advancing towards South 
Kivu’s provincial capital 
Bukavu, causing fear and 
panic among residents. 

The rebels faced resistance 
from the Congolese military 
weakened after hundreds 
of foreign military contractors 
withdrew and handed over 
their arms to the rebels.

Rebels leader named inter-
im president: The Syrian fac-
tions that toppled President 
Bashar Assad last month 
named former rebel leader  
Ahmad al-Sharaa as the coun-
try‘s interim president on 
Wednesday. � AGENCIES
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Collaboration between DFB, 
TCG Digital: There is strategic 
partnership between 
Deutscher Fußball-Bund (DFB), 
the governing body of foot-
ball in Germany, and global 
technological pioneers TCG 
Digital. This innovation, fea-
turing live translated com-
mentaries in multiple lan-
guages, will soon be unveiled, 
offering football enthusiasts 
an enhanced viewing experi-
ence. Soon, Indian football 
fans will enjoy a similar experi-
ence, with matches featuring 
live AI-powered commentary 
in regional languages. 
 
 
BoB's stall: Bank of Baroda's 
Bhubaneswar Region has 
exhibited a stall at Utkarsh 
Odisha - Make in Odisha Con-
clave 2025 held at Janata 
Maidan, Bhubaneswar from 28 
to 30 January 2025. 
 
 
Jan Aushadhi shines at trade 
fair: Pharmaceuticals and 
Medical Devices Bureau of 
India (PMBI) participated in 
the 14th edition of the East 
Himalayan Trade Fair (EHTF) 
at Chandmari, Guwahati, 
Assam, from 23 to 29 January  
and exhibited Jan Aushadhi 
stall model. As Northeast 
India's biggest trade fair, 
organised by ITPO in associa-
tion with the Department of 
Industries & Commerce, Gov-
ernment of Assam, the event 
served as a key platform to 
promote affordable, high-
quality medicines.

KOLKATA, FRIDAY 31 JANUARY 2025

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 

S
tock markets closed 
higher on Thursday 
extending their 
rebound for a third 

consecutive session. 
Optimism prevailed ahead 

of the Union Budget on Sat-
urday and the Reserve Bank 
of India's (RBI) monetary 
policy meeting next week. 

At close, the Sensex gained 
0.3 per cent (226.85 points) 
to 76,759.81, while the Nifty 
rose 0.3 per cent (86.4 points) 
to 23,249.5. 

Throughout the trading 
day, Nifty reached a high of 
23322.05 and a low of 23139.2 

while the Sensex traded within 
the range of 76962.88 and 
76401.13. 

On Nifty, the gainers were 
Bharat Electronics (4.32 per 
cent), Power Grid Corporation 
of India (2.61 per cent), Hero 
Motocorp (2.59 per cent), 
Bharti Airtel (2.52 per cent), 
and Cipla (2.35 per cent).  

On the losing side were 
Tata Motors (7.40 per cent), 
Adani Enterprises (2.85 per 
cent), Shriram Finance (2.75 
per cent), Bajaj Finserv (2.52 
per cent), and Adani Ports & 
Special Economic Zone (1.81 
per cent).  

Bank Nifty concluded at 
49165.95, recording an intraday 
high of 49426.2 and a low of 

49031.8. 
Bharti Airtel, Power Grid 

Corporation of India, Bajaj 
Finance, Nestle India, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra were some 
of the gainers on Sensex while 
Tata Motors, Bajaj Finserv, 
Infosys, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
Wipro were on the losing 
side.  

Among the sectors, with 
Nifty FMCG, Healthcare, 
Financial Services, Pharma, 
and OMCs indices ended 
higher by up to 1.55 per cent. 
Nifty IT index ended lower 
by 1.14 per cent dragged 
down by Coforge and Mphasis.   

Nifty Auto, Metal, PSU 
Bank, and Consumer Durables 
indices ended down by up 

to 1.84 per cent. 
Among the broader mar-

kets, the Nifty Smallcap 100 
index gained 0.12 per cent, 
while the Nifty Midcap 100 
index edged lower by a mar-
ginal 0.01 per cent. The fear 
index, India VIX, which meas-
ures volatility in the markets, 
ended up 6.70 per cent at 
17.39 points. 

Among the individual per-
formers, SpiceJet shares gained 
over 3 per cent after the airline 
was assigned a 'BB-' rating 
with a stable outlook by CARE 
Ratings. 

Bajaj Finance shares 
climbed 6 per cent, reaching 
a record high of Rs 
8,250.65.Shares of Suzlon 
Energy rose by about 5 per 
cent, extending gains for a 
third consecutive day. Kotak 
Mahindra Bank shares have 
declined following a senior 
retail banking executive has 
resigned. 

On the global front, Euro-
pean stocks and US futures 
advanced as investors awaited 
Apple Inc.’s earnings and a 
potential European Central 
Bank (ECB) rate cut.  

The Stoxx 600 rose 0.4 per 
cent, Nasdaq 100 futures 
climbed 0.8 per cent, and 
S&P 500 contracts gained 0.5 
per cent.

Stock markets extend 
gains for third session
Optimism prevailed ahead of the Union Budget & the RBI monetary policy meeting
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Toyota Motor remained the 
world's top-selling automaker 
for a fifth straight year in 
2024 selling 10.8 million vehi-
cles. 

Last year, the Japanese 
automaker posted a 3.7 per 
cent drop in global group 
unit sales including those of 
compact car maker Daihatsu 
and truck unit Hino Motors. 

It was largely due to a 
steep slump in sales in Japan 
where the automaker faced 
fallout from governance issues 
over certification test pro-
cedures, especially at Dai-
hatsu. 

Sales of Toyota's parent-

only vehicles, which include 
those of its namesake and 
Lexus brands, fell 1.4 per 
cent from a year earlier in 
2024 to 10.2 million vehicles 
due to a double-digit decline 
in Japan. 

Toyota sold a record num-
ber of cars overall, due to 
demand for its hybrid vehicles 
in the United States, it saw 
unit sales in China decline 
by 6.9 per cent amid heavy 
price competition in the 
world's top car market. 

Of its parent-only sales, 
gasoline-electric hybrids 
made up a record 40.8 per 
cent. Battery electric vehicles 
accounted for 1.4 per cent. 

German rival Volkswagen 
Group, which is second-
ranked, earlier this month 
reported a 2.3 per cent decline 
in unit sales last year to just 
over 9 million vehicles, as it 
seeks to cut costs at home 
and fight a price war in key 
market China.

Toyota sells 10.8 
mn vehicles in 2024 STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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Adani Ports and Special Eco-
nomic Zone's (APSEZ) con-
solidated net profit rose by 
14.12 per cent to Rs 2,520.26 
crore based on a 15.07 per 
cent increase in revenue from 
operations to Rs 7,963.55 
crore in Q3 FY25 over Q3 
FY24, according to a company 
statement issued here on 
Thursday. 

Its profit before exceptional 
items and tax gained 11.17 
per cent year-on-year (YoY) 
to Rs 3,047.72 crore in the 
quarter ended 31 December 
2024. The company had 
reported an exceptional loss 
of Rs 27.85 crore in Q3 FY25. 

APSEZ's Earnings Before 
Interest, Taxes, Depreciation 
& Amortization (EBITDA 
excluding forex) jumped 15 
per cent to Rs 4,802 crore in 
the quarter of FY25, compared 
to Rs 4,186 crore registered 
in Q3 FY24. 

Domestic ports con-
tributed Rs 5,534 crore to 

EBITDA, while the contribu-
tion of logistics was at Rs 529 
crore. APSEZ claimed that 
with 70 per cent domestic 
port EBITDA margins, it is 
one of the most profitable 
port operators globally. 

During the quarter, APSEZ 
recorded a cargo volume of 
113 million metric tonnes 
(MMT), registering growth 
of 4 per cent YoY. 

APSEZ stated that it has 
revised its FY25 EBITDA guid-
ance upwards to Rs 18,800 
to Rs 18,900 crore, from the 
earlier range of Rs 17,000 to 
Rs 18,000 crore. 

On a nine-month basis, 
APSEZ's net profit jumped 
32 per cent to Rs 8,038 crore 
on a 14 per cent rise in revenue 
from operations to Rs 22,590 
crore in 9M (nine months) 
FY25 over 9M FY24. 

APSEZ clocked 332 million 
metric tonnes (up by 7 per 
cent YoY) cargo volume in 
9M FY25. The growth was 
primarily driven by container 
volume (up by 19 per cent 
YoY). 

APSEZ's Mundra Port 
achieved a remarkable mile-
stone by handling 100 MMT 
of cargo in just 181 days. In 

November last, the port 
reached another significant 
milestone by handling 396 
vessels and executing 845 
vessel movements, making 
it the highest ever monthly 
achievement. 

The company's operating 
revenue grew by 14 per cent 
YoY to Rs 22,590 crore, while 
its revenue from ports jumped 
11 per cent YoY to Rs 17,172 
crore and its logistics revenue 
increased by 22 per cent to 
Rs 1,852 crore in 9M FY25. 

APSEZ has also successfully 
completed the acquisition 
of a 95 per cent stake in 
Gopalpur Port, in Odisha, 
strengthening its presence 
along the eastern coast of 
India. As a deep-draft, multi-
cargo port, Gopalpur Port 
plays a significant role in 
supporting the growth of 
mineral-based industries in 
its hinterland. 

APSZ has also acquired 
an 80 per cent stake in the 
Astro Offshore Group, aligning 
with its strategy to expand 
its footprint in the global 

marine services market. 
APSEZ's whole-time Direc-

tor & CEO Ashwani Gupta 
said: "I am excited to share 
the fantastic momentum we 
have achieved during 9M 
FY25, driven by exceptional 
execution across three key 
areas of our business - market 
share gains coupled with vol-
ume-price mix increase, trac-
tion in logistics vertical, and 
operational efficiencies along 
with technology-led gains. 
On the logistics front, we 
launched a new trucking plat-
form, which is being integrated 
across the rest of the logistics 
value chain and will make 
us a true integrated transport 
utility. We have also upgraded 
our FY25 EBITDA forecast 
to Rs 18,800 to 18,900 crores. 
Moreover, it is incredibly 
gratifying to be recognised 
by S&P Global CSA as one of 
the Top 10 companies globally 
in the transport industry. 
This prestigious recognition 
reflects our focus on imbibing 
sustainability across our oper-
ations".

Adani Ports & SEZ’s Q3 FY25 profit after tax up by 14 pc YoY to ̀ 2,520 cr
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With more than four decades 
of experience, he is known 
as an expert in performing 
Angioplasties, Mitral Balloon 
Dilations, Peripheral Vascular 
and Carotid Interventions. 
As President-Elect of Cardi-
ological Society of India (CSI), 
he has his priorities well cut-
out—to educate and eco-
nomically empower patients. 
He minces no word in admit-
ting that Bengal’s ambitious 
and much-hyped Swastha 
Sathi scheme have worked 
wonders in economically 
empowering patients from 
even the most vulnerable sec-
tion of the society. ‘Even a 
rickshaw-puller or a small 
sabjiwala can now avail of 
the best treatment and the 
best hospitals. That’s the 
beauty,’ he says. Some of the 
health schemes at the national 
level have also come in handy. 

Speaking to The Statesman, 
Dr Dhiman Kahali, Director 
of Interventional Cardiology, 
B M Birla Heart Research Cen-
tre and President-elect of Car-
diological Society of India, 
delves at length on wide-rang-
ing issues- from heart diseases 
caused by air pollution, lifestyle 
aspects and the most modern 
treatment facilities that are 
coming up. 

 
Excerpts: 

 
Q: Pollution and air pollution, 
in general, is a hot topic now. 
Air pollution is increasingly 
recognised as a significant 
risk factor for cardiovascular 
disease, contributing to a 
global public health crisis. 

What do you have to say 
about it? How does air pol-
lution affect cardiovascular 
health? 

A: Actually, fine particulate 
matter (PM2.5), nitrogen diox-
ide (NO2), and other pollutants 
have been linked to the devel-
opment and worsening of 
conditions such as heart 
attacks, stroke, and chronic 
heart failure. Prolonged expo-
sure to these harmful sub-
stances can lead to inflam-
mation, oxidative stress, and 
vascular damage, ultimately 
compromising heart health. 
Air pollution is an insidious 
threat to cardiovascular health, 
affecting millions worldwide. 
Prolonged exposure to pol-
lutants, such as particulate 
matter and nitrogen dioxide 
and sulphur dioxide triggers 
systemic inflammation, 
oxidative stress, and endothe-
lial dysfunction, ultimately 
leading to heart diseases. As 
the Director of Interventional 
Cardiology at BM Birla Heart 
Research Centre, I have wit-
nessed an alarming rise in 
cases of coronary artery dis-
ease among younger patients, 
many of whom live in high-
pollution areas. Mitigating 
this risk requires a multi-
pronged approach—improv-
ing air quality, raising public 
awareness, and early detec-
tion of cardiovascular risks. 
Advances in interventions, 
including angioplasties and 
peripheral vascular treat-
ments, can address the dam-
age caused, but prevention 
remains paramount impor-
tance. Air pollution is not 
just an environmental issue; 
it’s a public health emergency. 
We must act decisively to 

protect the heart health of 
future generations. 

 
Q: You mentioned about 
chronic heart failure. Could 
you please explain this? 
What causes this? 

A: Chronic Heart Failure 
(HF) is defined as inability 
in the heart to pump adequate 
blood to the different tissues 
of the body to perform their 
normal activities. So it is 
failure of the heart with 
broader connotations. Many 
patients, even young patients 
that we see today, complain 
about shortness of breath 
or difficulty in breathing. 
The complaints of shortness 
of breath or heaviness in the 
chest,  fullness of the 
abdomen, edema of the legs, 
facial fluffiness are very com-
mon. These patients tell us: 
“Sir, previously I used to 
walk 4 to 5 km easily but 
now even after going 100 
metres, I am getting out of 
breath.” So these are the 
common symptoms apart 
from some chest heaviness, 
palpitation etc. HF is com-
mon. In the US also the num-
ber of such incidence is 60 
to 70 lakh and within a few 
years it will touch one crore. 
The incidence of HF is more 
in women than in men, 
because of the increased 
lifespan of the women and 
it is increasing in the society 
because of the fact that our 
longevity is also increasing 
and there are several comor-
bidity conditions in the elderly 
population.  There are three-
four types of heart failure. 
No. 1- heart failure with the 
reduced rejection fraction 
where the heart doesn't pump 

efficiently and the heart is 
dilated and it doesn't contract 
properly. So this is a very 
ominous disease and you 
know HF with preserve rejec-
tion fraction denotes where 
the heart failure is there but 
associated with the normal 
pumping function of the heart. 
But the complaints of the left 
ventricle or the left heart are 
less where blood doesn't come 
normally from the left atrium 
to the left ventricle because 
of increase in the stiffness of 
the heart. It occurs in cases 
of diabetes, hypertension, 
chronic kidney disease, atrial 
fibrillation, hypertension, 
heart diseases and so on. 3rd 
is mid ejection fraction. This 
occurs due to inefficient blood 
pump and it is called heart 
failure in the mid ejection 

fraction. There can be 4th 
type of HF, which occurs with 
improved ejection fraction. 
This means the ejection frac-
tion was 20 to 25 per cent 
and improved to 50-60 per 
cent sometimes. We should 
remember in this case that 
patients with improved ejec-
tion fraction, should not be 
indulged in having plenty of 
food or large quantity of food. 

 
Q: There is also ischemic dis-
ease, right? What are the 
causes? 

A: Coming to the causes 
of ischemic disease, it is one 
of the heart diseases, which 
is very common in our country. 
Hypertension and hyperten-
sive heart disease is second 
common cause and then rheu-
matic heart disease. Rheumatic 

heart disease is a condition 
in which the heart valves have 
been permanently damaged 
by rheumatic fever. Rheumatic 
fever is an inflammatory dis-
ease that can affect many 
connective tissues, especially 
in the heart. Untreated or 
under-treated strep infections 
put a person at increased risk. 
Though the number or 
instances of rheumatic heart 
disease is decreasing across 
many parts of the world, it is 
still rampant in our society 
and there are still a large 
number of rheumatic heart 
disease patients. 

 
Q: So it is very important to 
identify the exact cause of 
HF. Isn’t it? 

A: Yes, while diagnosing 
HF, it is important to diagnose, 
whether it is the shortness of 
breath or chronic obstructive 
lung disease.  So that's very 
important and we can dif-
ferentiate the two in many 
ways, like a bedside eco-car-
diogram, by x-ray of the chest, 
and also NT pro B, NP pro. 
These two are very sensitive 
and if they are elevated, that 
indicates symptoms and signs 
of heart failure. And it is very 
important to diagnose or dif-
ferentiate from chronic 
obstructive lung disease 
because many of these patients 
have secondary lung disease 
and congestion in the lungs 
secondary to the primary 
pathology. So ischemic disease 
is very common and normally 
it occurs in the middle aged 
and elderly individuals. Iron-
ically, in our country, we find 
it in lower age group patients 
as well. Sometimes we find 
that patients come with heart 

attack even at the age of 21. 
Recently I came across and 
treated a patient of 21 years 
old and he had a heart attack. 
We also get many patients, 
who are in their prime age- 
early 30s or early 40s. 

 
Q: It is also a lifestyle disease, 
right? And there is something 
called ‘golden hour’ in the 
context taking a patient to 
the doctor or hospital….. 

A: Yes, I would like to men-
tion here that our patients 
come to the emergency depart-
ment of the hospital very late, 
and not as per recommen-
dation - that is, within 2 to 3 
hours, maximum. Sometimes, 
HFs are associated with 
obstructive sleep Apnea and 
for that, night sleep analysis 
is required. We, Indians, suffer 
from ischemic heart disease 
more than any other countries 
because of our very bad lifestyle 
modification measures like: 
we eat plenty and it contains 
deeply fried food like Luchi, 
Paratha and Samosa etc. And 
our food habit is not only 
bad, it also contains less of 
fibre, less of fresh fruit and 
vegetables and contains deeply 
fried foods. And then we do 
much less exercise. Majority 
of us do not go for exercise. 
And many of us smoke ciga-
rettes and it is very common 
cause of heart attacks at a 
young age. Also, obesity is 
rampant in the society and 
many of us do not go for 
regular exercise, especially, 
cardiac training and that is 
very important. Many of our 
patients do not come imme-
diately after heart attack to 
the hospital. They go here 
and there and go for finding 

the doctor and if he is available 
then for the ECG machine. 
At times, they would like to 
believe that this is not from 
the heart. And all such  
dilly-dallies cause massive 
damage to the heart. Remem-
ber first 2-3 hours are called 
the Golden Hour. Unfortu-
nately, many patients come 
much after that--sometimes, 
after 6 to 12 hours, that is 
after completely damaging 
the heart muscle. One must 
remember 50 per cent of the 
death caused by heart attacks 
can be avoided if patients are 
rushed to the hospital within 
the first 2-3 hours. 

 
Q: Where does India stand 
vis-à-vis other developed 
and developing countries in 
terms of cardiac treatments? 

A: I must say that the treat-
ment is very robust now.  
There is what people call 
Sport Foundation Therapy. 
Then the medical treatment 
of chronic heart failure starts 
with a beta blockers, Diuretics 
as the cornerstone therapy. 
Then there is Mineralocorticoid 
receptor antagonists and they 
also reduce the mortality like 
the other two molecule sig-
nificantly. Another group is 
Angiotensin-converting 
enzyme (ACE) inhibitors which 
are medications that help 
relax the veins and arteries 
to lower blood pressure. ACE 
inhibitors prevent an enzyme 
in the body from producing 
angiotensin II, a substance 
that narrows blood vessels. 
We have a new drug which is 
available in our country which 
improves with the heart muscle 
directly and it has lesser side 
effect.

‘Air pollution is an insidious threat to cardiovascular health, contributing to global public health crisis’

Economic Survey to be presented 
today, setting tone for Budget 2025

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
The Narendra Modi-led NDA 
government is set to table the 
Economic Survey in the Par-
liament on Friday afternoon. 

As is the convention, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
will table the pre-budget 
detailed state of the economy 
document in the Parliament, 
a day ahead of the Budget 
presentation for the next finan-
cial year - 2025-26. 

 The  Economic Survey 
will be tabled in the Lok Sabha 
at 12 noon and at 2 p.m. in 
Rajya Sabha. 

 The Economic Survey doc-
ument, prepared by the Eco-
nomic Division of the Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs in 
the Ministry of Finance and 
formulated under the super-
vision of the chief economic 
adviser, gives insights into 
the state of the economy and 
various indicators of 2024-25 
(April-March) and some out-
look for the next fiscal. 

 The Economy Survey may 

also give some idea about the 
tone and texture of the actual 
Budget for 2025-26, to be pre-
sented on Saturday. 

 The most important feature 
that many will look out for is 
its central theme. 

 In 2022, the central theme 
was 'Agile Approach', which 
emphasised India's economic 
response to the Covid-19 pan-
demic shock. In 2023, it was 
'recovery complete', when 
the economy staged a broad-
based recovery from pan-
demic-induced contraction, 
Russian-Ukraine conflict, and 
inflation, and ascended to the 
pre-pandemic growth path. 
In 2024, it focussed on eco-
nomic resilience. 

All eyes will be on the key 
announcements and the gov-
ernment's forward-looking eco-
nomic guidance for the remain-
der of the Modi 3.0 tenure. This 
upcoming budget comes against 
the backdrop of weak GDP 
numbers and weak consump-
tion in the economy. 

With this upcoming Budget 
Presentation, Sitharaman will 

have presented seventh budget. 
She has already surpassed 
the record set by former Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai, who 
presented five annual budgets 
and one interim budget 
between 1959 and 1964 as 
finance minister. 

 Like the previous few full 
Union Budgets, the Budget 
2025 will also be delivered in 
paperless form. 

 The Indian economy grew 
by 5.4 per cent in real terms in 
the July-September quarter of 
the current financial year 2024-
25. The quarterly growth was 
quite lower than RBI's forecast 
of 7 per cent. In the April-June 
quarter too, India's GDP grew 
at a slower pace than was esti-
mated by its central bank. 

The Reserve Bank in its 
latest monetary policy had 
cut India's growth forecast for 
2024-25 to 6.6 per cent from 
7.2 per cent. The government 
expects 6.4 per cent growth. 

 India's GDP grew by an 
impressive 8.2 per cent during 
the financial year 2023-24, 
and continued to be the fastest-
growing major economy. The 
economy grew by 7.2 per cent 
in 2022-23 and 8.7 per cent in 
2021-22. The Economic Survey 
tabled in July 2024 "conserv-
atively" projected India's real 
GDP growth at 6.5-7 per cent 
for 2024-25, acknowledging 
that market expectations were 
higher. Real GDP growth is 
the reported economic growth 
adjusted for inflation. 

Bank of Baroda 
posts 5.6 pc rise 
in Q3 profit
MUMBAI, 30 JANUARY 

 
State-run Bank of Baroda 
(BoB) on Thursday reported 
a 5.6 per cent year-on-year 
(YoY) increase in its net profit 
for the third quarter of the 
financial year 2024-25 (Q3 
FY25).  The bank's net profit 
stood at Rs 4,837 crore, up 
from Rs 4,579 crore in the 
same quarter last year. 

The bank’s net interest 
income (NII), which represents 
the difference between interest 
earned and interest paid, rose 
by 2.8 per cent YoY to Rs 
11,417 crore, compared to 
Rs 11,101 crore in the year-
ago period. For the first nine 
months of the financial year 
(9MFY25), Bank of Baroda’s 
net profit grew by 12.6 per 
cent to Rs 14,533 crore. The 
bank’s operating profit in Q3 
FY25 stood at Rs 7,664 crore, 
a 9.3 per cent YoY growth, 
according to its stock exchange 
filing. AGENCIES



Mumbai City FC, East Bengal  
aim to stay alive  for  playoffs  
Having struggled throughout this season, both teams are struggling to qualify for the knockouts 

AGENCIES 
DORTMUND, 30 JANUARY 

 
Borussia Dortmund have 
appointed Niko Kovac as 
their new head coach, the 
Bundesliga club announced 
on Wednesday. The 53-year-
old takes over from Nuri 
Sahin, who was dismissed 
on 22 January following a 
string of disappointing results 
in the Bundesliga and an 
early exit from the German 
Cup. Kovac, who previously 
managed Bayern Munich 
and Wolfsburg, has been out 

of work since leaving Wolfs-
burg in March 2024. He now 
faces the task of revitalizing 
a struggling Dortmund side 
that currently sits 11th in 
the Bundesliga table with 
just seven wins from 19 
games. In his first statement 
as Dortmund boss, Kovac 
expressed his excitement 
and determination to turn 
things around for the club. 
“All those responsible at BVB 
gave us a very good feeling 
during the talks, so I am con-
vinced that we can achieve 
a lot together in the future.”

Niko Kovac appointed new 
Borussia Dortmund manager

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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B
oth Mumbai City FC 
and East Bengal FC 
will keen to retain 
their recent good 

form when they meet for an 
Indian Super League (ISL) 
clash at the Mumbai Football 
Arena on Friday. 

The hosts must be pleased 
at returning to winning ways 
with a 3-0 triumph against 
Mohammedan SC last week. 

They will aim to extend 
that stretch and stay amongst 
the playoff spots, since the 
team is currently placed sixth 

with 27 points on the back 
of seven victories and six 
draws. The Petr Kratky-
coached side has a chance 
to do a league double for the 
second time over the Red & 
Gold Brigade, having won 
the reverse fixture by 3-2 pre-
viously. However, Mumbai 
City FC haven’t beaten them 
at home in the competition, 
even being unable to find 
the back of the net in both of 
their previous encounters 
against the Kolkata-based 
side in this stadium, losing 
and drawing once each. East 
Bengal FC, however, have 
struggled to find their feet 

on the road this season. They 
have won just once in their 
last eight away games, drawing 
once and losing six times. 
Their last two away matches 
have given them 0-1 results 
against them. However, East 
Bengal FC’s last game saw 
them bag a 2-1 win against 
Kerala Blasters FC, as they 
snapped their two-game goal 
drought. 

Currently, the Red & Gold 
Brigade are at the 11th spot 
in the points table. They have 
won and drawn once in their 
previous five matches, losing 
thrice, and have 17 points 
from as many games. Trailing 

the sixth-placed Islanders by 
10 points, this is their chance 
to cut the gap in a direct con-
test and then hope to produce 
a winning run to make a late 
surge for the playoffs. Whether 
they succeed in doing so is 
something that remains to 
be seen, but they will take 
confidence from Mumbai 
City FC’s recent 0-3 home 
losses to NorthEast United 
FC and Jamshedpur FC. 

Defensively, Mumbai City 
FC have allowed the fewest 
touches (274) in their penalty 
area and conceded the least 
shots from inside the box 
(106). The team has kept six 

clean sheets and given away 
22 goals in ISL 2024-25. 

However, the Islanders 
have not consistently been 
at the top of their game 
upfront. They scored the 
fourth-least goals in the ISL, 
netting 22 times, as Nikolaos 
Karelis leads the charts for 
them with nine strikes fol-
lowed by Lallianzuala 
Chhangte at two goals. 

After scoring eight goals 
and registering three assists 
last season, East Bengal striker 
Cleiton Silva has failed to 
find the back of the net even 
once in the current  
campaign.
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Angad, Arshdeep 
in  senior India 
hockey squad 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
Hockey India on Thursday 
announced a 32-member men's 
squad ahead of the 
Bhubaneswar leg of the FIH 
Pro League 2024-25, which will 
be held at the Kalinga Hockey 
Stadium.  

 Veteran drag-flicker Har-
manpreet Singh will continue 
to lead the side with deputy 
Hardik Singh by his side. India 
will kickstart their campaign 
with matches against Spain, 
Germany, Ireland and England 
from 15 to 25 February, playing 
each team twice. 

Impressive performances 
in the junior team and the 
ongoing Hockey India League 
have won 22-year-old Angad 
Bir Singh and 20-year-old 
Arshdeep Singh their first 
senior team call-ups for the 
upcoming FIH Pro League 
matches. 

The squad includes first-
choice goalkeeper Krishan 
Bahadur Pathak alongwith Suraj 
Karkera and Princedeep Singh. 
Jarmanpreet Singh, Amit Rohi-
das, Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh, Sumit, Sanjay, Jugraj 
Singh, Nilam Sanjeep Xess, 
Varun Kumar and Yashdeep 
Siwach will be stationed in 
defence.In the midfield, the 
team features Rajkumar Pal, 
Shamsher Singh, Manpreet 
Singh, Vice Captain Hardik 
Singh, Vivek Sagar Prasad, 
Nilakanta Sharma, Moirangthem 
Rabichandra Singh and Rajinder 
Singh. 

Playing in the attack will be 
Abhishek, Sukhjeet Singh, Lalit 
Kumar Upadhyay, Mandeep 
Singh, Gurjant Singh, Boby 
singh Dhami, Shilanand Lakra, 
Dilpreet Singh, Araijeet Singh 
Hundal, Uttam Singh and lastly, 
Angad Bir Singh and Arshdeep 
Singh make the cut. 

Speaking on the squad selec-
tion, Indian Men’s Team Head 
Coach Craig Fulton stated, 
“Extremely happy with the 
squad we have selected for the 
upcoming Bhubaneswar leg 
matches of the FIH Pro League 
2024-25. I believe this team can 
win us games, perform in har-
mony, and most importantly, 
play an impressive brand of 
hockey. Looking forward to 
training with the players in the 
camp and starting our Pro 
League campaign on the right 
note.” 

“I have been scouting these 
players over the last few weeks 
and am excited to see what 
they do against some of the 
best international teams in the 
world.” he added. 

India squad: 
Goalkeepers: Krishan 

Bahadur Pathak, Suraj Karkera, 
Princedeep Singh, 

Defenders: Jarmanpreet 
Singh, Amit Rohidas, Harman-
preet Singh, Sumit, Sanjay, Jugraj 
Singh, Nilam Sanjeep Xess, 
Varun Kumar, Yashdeep Siwach 

Midfielders: Rajkumar Pal, 
Shamsher Singh, Manpreet 
Singh, Hardik Singh, Vivek Sagar 
Prasad, Nilakanta Sharma, 
Moirangthem Rabichandra 
Singh, Rajinder Singh 

Forwards: Abhishek, Sukhjeet 
Singh, Lalit Kumar Upadhyay, 
Mandeep Singh, Gurjant Singh, 
Angad Bir Singh, Boby Singh 
Dhami, Shilanand Lakra, Dilpreet 
Singh, Araijeet Singh Hundal, 
Uttam Singh, Arshdeep Singh.

TENDER
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SHARDUL CREATES RANJI TROPHY HISTORY 
India seamer Shardul Thakur claimed a hat-trick for Mumbai 
against Meghalaya in a must-win Ranji Trophy match here 

at the Sharad Pawar Cricket Academy on Thursday. He 
became the second bowler to take a hat-trick during 
the 2024/25 Ranji Trophy season after Himachal 
Pradesh’s Rishi Dhawan achieved the feat against 
Pondicherry. He became the fifth bowler from 

Mumbai to take a hat-trick in the Ranji Trophy.

Printed and published by  VINEET GUPTA on behalf of THE STATESMAN LTD and printed at  L.S Publications Pvt Ltd, 4 Canal West Road, Kolkata 700015. Published from 4 Chowringhee Square, Kolkata 700001 * Editor: RAVINDRA KUMAR * Managing Editor: ARYA RUDRA (c) The Statesman Ltd., RNI No. WBENG/2708/57

4th T20I: Team India look to bounce back 
against resurgent England, seal series
Chastised by the defeat in the third tie, hosts aim to seal five-match series in Rajkot clash
TRIDIB BAPARNASH 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY  

 

I
ndia will be keen to 
make up for the lost 
opportunity in Rajkot, 
and bounce back with 

a win to seal the five-match 
T20I series when they take 
on a resurgent England in 
the fourth T20 International 
in Pune on Friday. 

Sanju Samson’s technical 
weaknesses against express 
pace along with Rinku Singh’s 
dip in form and fitness issues 
will be the focus areas, India 
would seek to improve ahead 
of the Pune match. Suryaku-
mar Yadav's men won the 
first two games in Kolkata 
and Chennai. Samson, the 
maverick keeper-batter from 
Kerala, who started the T20I 
season with three hundreds 
against Bangladesh and 
South Africa, hasn’t been 
able to get the desired results 
in the ongoing series.  

In the current rubber, he 
has had scores of 26, 5 and 
3 but more than the numbers, 
the concerning factor is his 
palpable discomfort against 
anything bowled above 145 
clicks.  

Against Bangladesh at 
home, he faced Taskin 
Ahmed, Tanzim Hasan Shak-
ib while in South Africa 
Andile Simelane and Lutho 
Sipamla were among the 
bowlers.  

These are bowlers who 
fire in between 130 to 140 

clicks and can be hit through 
the line on flat decks. 

However, England fast 
bowlers Jofra Archer and 
Mark Wood are different 
beasts, bowling between 
145 kmph to 155 kmph and 
that searing pace is creating 
a lot of problems for Sanju 
Samson.  

During all three games 
in the series so far, the Kerala 
batter couldn't even get his 
bat down as deliveries would 
thud into Phil Salt’s gloves.  

While it is perceived that 

Samson is one of the batters 
earmarked for next year’s 
T20I World Cup, and in that 
case, he has to iron out his 
flaws against express pace 
with the help of Team India 
head coach Gautam Gambhir 
and new batting coach Sitan-
shu Kotak. 

The Indian team will also 
be expecting the return of 
Rinku, who was out of the 
last two games due to back 
spasms.  

In his absence, Dhruv 
Jurel came in as a replace-

ment for the No.7 position 
but he has looked out of 
place in this particular format 
unlike Test cricket.  

But even Rinku, after a 
glorious start to his T20I 
career, has gone off the rails. 
The Indian middle order 
hasn't exactly played England 
spinner Adil Rashid well so 
far and with Shivam Dube 
back in the mix, it will be 
interesting to see if Gambhir 
takes a chance with him.  

The third option is 
Ramandeep Singh, who also 

looks exciting as a finisher 
and is a better seamer than 
Dube.  

In the pace department, 
Arshdeep Singh will be itch-
ing to return to the XI after 
he made way for Mohammed 
Shami for the fourth match 
of the five-game series in 
Rajkot.  

Shami needs a lot of bowl-
ing in match situations and 
the Rajkot game was a decent 
restart to his international 
career without being  
spectacular.

Galle Test: Khawaja, Smith along with Inglis power Australia to domination vs  Sri Lanka
AGENCIES 
GALLE, 30 JANUARY 

 
A maiden double hundred 
by Usman Khawaja and terrific 
centuries from Steve Smith 
and Josh Inglis helped Australia 
end the second day of the 
first Test against Sri Lanka 
on a high, posting their high-
est-ever total in Asia at Galle 
on Wednesday. 

At the end of the day's 
play, Sri Lanka was 44/3, with 
Dinesh Chandimal (9*) and 
Kamindu Mendis (13*) 
unbeaten in reply to Australia's 
654/6 declared in the first 
innings. They trailed by 610 
runs. 

Australia started the day 
at 330/2, with Usman Khawaja 
(130*) and Steve Smith (104*) 
unbeaten on the crease. 

Khawaja and Smith offered 
no respite to Sri Lankan 
bowlers, soon bringing up 
their 200-run partnership 
and Khawaja reaching 150 
runs in 223 balls, with 10 
fours and a six. 

Nishan Peiris, Prabath 
Jayasuriya and Jeffrey Van-
dersay had no reply for the 
Australian dominance as they 
kept being hit for boundaries 
now and then. Australia 
reached the 400-run mark in 
99.1 overs. 

The 266-run partnership 
between Khawaja and Smith 
was undone by Vandersay, 
who trapped the batter leg-
before-wicket for 141 in 251 
balls, with 12 fours and two 
sixes. Australia was 401/3 in 
99.5 overs. 

Inglis, the Test debutant 
was on the crease next and 
got off the mark in Tests with 
a boundary against Vandersay 
on his first-ever ball. While 
Inglis piled on runs against 
spinners, Khawaja made his-
tory by reaching his first-
ever double century in Tests 
in 290 balls, with 16 fours 
and a six. 

Australia ended the first 
session at 475/3, with Khawaja 
(204*) and Inglis (44*) unbeat-
en. 

In the second session, 
Inglis raised his bat for a fifty 
in 51 balls, with five fours. 

Australia reached the 500-
run mark in 118.5 overs and 
both batters had a century 
stand in just 116 balls. 

Inglis was racing towards 
his maiden ton but Australia 
faced a setback in the form 
of Khawaja being dismissed 
for 232 in 352 balls, with 16 
fours and a six. He was caught 
behind by Kusal Mendis on 
a Jayasuriya delivery. Australia 
was 547/4 in 128.3 overs. 

Inglis became the 21st 
Australian to score a century 
on Test debut, in just 90 balls, 
with 10 fours and a six. How-
ever, an easy catch to Kamindu 
Mendis at covers on a Jaya-
suriya delivery brought an 
end to his 94-ball 102-run 
knock. Australia was 570/5 
in 133 overs. 

All-rounder Beau Webster 
and wicketkeeper-batter Alex 
Carey were the fresh pair on 
the crease, taking Australia 
to the 600-run mark in 142.4 

overs. 
Webster lost his wicket to 

Vandersay after a 59-run 
stand, for 23 runs in 50 balls. 
Australia was 629/6 in 149.2 
overs. 

Australia declared their 
innings at 654/6, with Carey 
(46* in 69 balls, with a four) 
and Mitchell Starc (19* in 19 
balls, with two fours and a 
six) unbeaten, breaching the 
score of 617 against Pakistan 
in Faisalabad in 1980 to estab-
lish a new record of their 
highest total in Asia. 

In the first innings of Sri 
Lanka, the hosts had a night-
marish start as they lost Osha-
da Fernando (7) leg-before-
wicket to Matthew Kuhne-
mann, Dimuth Karunaratne 
(7) caught by Nathan 
McSweeney to Starc, who 
completed his 700 interna-
tional wickets and Angelo 
Matthews to Lyon (8). 

Kamindu and Chandimal 
made sure Sri Lanka finished 
the day without any further 
loss of wickets.

Mohinder Amarnath backs 
PM ModiÊs 'Fit India Initia-
tive', advocates for domes-
tic cricket commitment: 
Former India cricketer 
Mohinder Amarnath has 
voiced his strong support 
for Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Fit India initiative, 
emphasizing that a nation’s 
success is closely tied to its 
overall fitness levels. He also 
backed the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India’s (BCCI) 
move to make participation 
in domestic cricket mandato-
ry for Indian players, stress-
ing that the foundation of 
the sport lies in its grass-
roots development. Amar-
nath believes that fitness is 
crucial not only for athletes 
but for the entire country. 
Speaking about the impor-
tance of health, he 
remarked, “A fit country is 
always a successful country. 
If you look at it, nations that 
prioritize sports and produce 
great sportsmen also pro-
duce great individuals. They 
are rich in every respect," 
Amarnath told the media. 
Highlighting the significance 
of caring for their well-being, 
he added, “Health is more 
important than anything. If 
you have health, you have 
life. It is very important to 
be a healthy nation. I com-
pletely agree with Mr. 
Modi’s vision.” Amarnath 
stressed that sports should 
be made compulsory at the 
school level, ensuring that 
children develop a strong 
foundation in fitness from a 
young age. “Sports is a must. 
I believe all schools should 
ensure that children actively 
engage in sports,” he said.

THUMBNAILS

Davis Cup 2025: Team India confident ahead of Togo clash
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 30 JANUARY 

 
Backed by strong preparations 
over the previous week, includ-
ing acclimatization, singles 
and doubles-specific training, 
and team cohesion building, 
Team India is confident of 
delivering a robust performance 
in their Davis Cup 2025 World 
Group I Playoffs tie against 
Togo at the DLTA Complex in 
New Delhi on 1 and 2 Febru-
ary. 

Led by captain Rohit Rajpal, 
a former Davis Cupper and a 
member of the Indian tennis 
team at the 1990 Asian Games, 
Team India consists of five 
members: the experienced N 
Sriram Balaji, Ramkumar 
Ramanathan, Mukund Sasiku-
mar, along with debutants 
Rithvik Bollipalli and Karan 
Singh. "We all got in early. I 
am grateful to Ashutosh, our 
coach, our physios, and all the 
boys. All of us got in early 
because we wanted to get 
going, everyone was coming 
in from different parts of the 
world. The idea was that we 
do not let up, we have a good 
camp through and through, 

get used to the conditions, to 
the courts here, be sharp and 
well prepared," Rajpal said at 
the press conference on Thurs-
day as quoted by a press release. 

"It is Davis Cup, we do not 
and should not take anybody 
lightly. We (India) ourselves 
have beaten some very, very 
good teams in the past. We 

are ready for everything, what-
ever comes our way," he added. 

Returning to the team is 
India's highest-ranked Men's 
Singles player Mukund Sasiku-
mar, who says he is already 
enjoying the team atmosphere 
here: "I have enjoyed a team 
atmosphere since I was young. 
Sometimes the individual tours 

get too lonely, so I enjoy an 
ambience like this. I am extreme-
ly lucky to be part of the team 
with such seasoned players 
and so much to learn from. 
Each player is important to 
the team. Even the number 
six player is equally important 
in my eyes as the number one. 
If he does not provide that 

level of intensity in practice, 
the number one player cannot 
practice. For myself, I am part 
of Team India, and that is the 
way I look at it." 

Togo, currently ranked 73rd, 
35 places below India (38), is 
on a ten-match winning run 
that has seen them beat high-
er-ranked opponents such as 
Latvia. Led by captain Alisama 
Agnamba, presiding over a 
four-member team of global-
ly-based players Padio Isak, 
Thomas Setodji, Liova Ajavon 
and M'lapa Akomlo, the rising 
West African side will be hoping 
for an upset. “As a tennis player, 
you approach every game 
pretty much the same way. 
You expect your opponent to 
compete at the best level. We 
know India is a tough opponent, 
but we are very confident that 
if we compete at our best, the 
result will go our way,” Agnamba 
said. “This group of guys have 
been playing together since 
2022. It is always player against 
player, and you always expect 
your player to play the best, 
and if you have the right attitude, 
nothing can surprise you.” 

Rajpal also underlined Indian 
plans for creating a Davis Cup-

specific programme. "As far 
as our next steps go, we are 
internally discussing sending 
the whole team, along with 
the support staff, all over the 
world as a group, as many suc-
cessful nations already do. We 
are also in discussions with 
the Rafael Nadal Academy in 
Spain to create a base for our 
training for overseas tourna-
ments. We would want to train 
in the same ecosystem and 
play continuously at that level 
during the season. We have 
also called in the next generation 
of players to train with us. We 
want to create a solid pipeline, 
create a strong system with 
centres of excellence that can 
churn out talented players." 

Thomas Setodji, a seasoned 
Davis Cupper, observed India's 
comprehensive preparations 
for the tie: “We arrived early 
on Monday morning. Most of 
the time last year, the team 
came together three or four 
days before matches. I think 
five days is enough to adapt to 
the conditions. But I was sur-
prised that the Indian players 
were already here. I saw there 
were eight players, which I 
think is very good.”

Lucy rallies Australia U19 
eves for World Cup push

AGENCIES 
KUALA LUMPUR, 30 JANUARY 

 
Australia captain Lucy Hamil-
ton believes her team's unex-
pected defeat to Sri Lanka 
in their final Super Six match 
in Bangi on Wednesday could 
serve as a turning point, 
inspiring them to go all the 
way at the ICC Women's U19 
T20 World Cup 2025, accord-
ing to International Cricket 
Council (ICC). 
The Aussies (Australia) had 
already booked their place 
in the semi-finals of the U19 
T20 World Cup prior to the 
match against Sri Lanka, but 
were undone by spin and 
failed to chase down 100 for 
victory as they lost their 
unbeaten status at the tour-
nament. 
Australia will need an 
improved performance when 
they face South Africa in a 
knockout semi-final in Kuala 
Lumpur on Friday, and Hamil-
ton thinks her side can bounce 
back quickly from the loss 
to Sri Lanka and perform 
well against the Proteas at 
Bayuemas Oval. 
Hamilton remains confident 
that her side can learn from 
the setback and put in a 
stronger performance when 
they face South Africa in the 
semi-final at the Bayuemas 
Oval in Kuala Lumpur on 
Friday. 
Hamilton, who is playing in 
her second U19 T20 World 
Cup, remains optimistic about 
her team’s chances against 
South Africa. 
"I think today was a really 
good day for just bring us 
down to earth and reiterate 
that its a really tight compe-
tition," Hamilton said after 
the defeat to Sri Lanka, as 
quoted from the official web-
site of the ICC. 
"All the girls are really excited 
and looking forward to getting 
out there and playing the 
semi-final," she added. 
"We will take a lot from todays 

game knowing other teams 
have a lot of spinners as well 
so just adapting to those 
conditions quicker," she said. 
Australia's bowlers did well 
to restrict Sri Lanka to just 
99/8 with that bat, but the 
Aussies’ high-profile top-
order failed to cope with the 
slow conditions in Malaysia 
as the opposition spinners 
claimed all seven wickets 
available as the Australian  
run chase was restricted to 
87/8. 
It means Australia will enter 
the knockout stages of the 
event without any of their 
batters having scored a half-
century and talented 15-
year-old all-rounder Caoimhe 
Bray is the only member of 
the side to feature in the top 
10 run-scorers at the tour-
nament. 
Hamilton, who is featuring 
at her second U19 T20 World 
Cup, thinks Australia's batters 
learnt a lot from the loss to 
Sri Lanka and is backing 
them to perform well against 
the Proteas (South Africa). 
"The girls are disappointed 
with the loss, but credit to 
Sri Lanka as they played 
really well and we got beaten 
with our batting," Hamilton 
said. 
"I thought we bowled really 
well and put a lot of pressure 
on them, but just didn't carry 
it on with the bat," she noted. 
With none of Australia’s bat-
ters yet registering a half-
century in the tournament, 
concerns remain over their 
form heading into the knock-
out stage.  
Talented 15-year-old all-
rounder Caoimhe Bray is the 
only Australian player in the 
tournament’s top 10 run-
scorers, making her a crucial 
figure in the team’s bid for 
success. 
As Australia prepare for their 
semi-final clash, their ability 
to adapt to South Africa’s 
bowling attack will be  
crucial.


