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GRAP III invoked
STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

As air quality in the
national capital region

(NCR) deteriorated on
Wednesday, Stage-III of
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) was invoked thereby
banning the use of BS-III
petrol and BS-IV diesel four-
wheelers except for
individuals with disabilities,
restricting construction
activities and hybrid mode be
adopted by schools.
Announcing these measures,
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) said in
a statement keeping in view
the prevailing trend of air
quality, and in an effort to
prevent further deterioration
of air quality in the region, its

Sub-Committee has taken the
call to invoke all actions as
envisaged under Stage-III of
the extant schedule of GRAP,
with immediate effect, in the
entire NCR.
GRAP Stage-III entails a ban
on non-essential construction
work. Classes up to grade 5
are required to shift to hybrid
mode under Stage-III. Parents
and students have the option
to choose online education
wherever available. Under
Stage-III, the use of BS-III
petrol and BS-IV diesel cars
(4-wheelers) is restricted in
Delhi and nearby NCR
districts. Persons with
disabilities are exempt.

Continued on page 2

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

Astampede-like situation
at the Maha Kumbh
Mela in Prayagraj on

Wednesday claimed dozens of
lives and left many more
injured. A senior doctor at a
hospital tending the injured
told The Pioneer that most of
the deceased were from
Karnataka, and their bodies
have been handed over to
their families after post-
mortem examinations.
Despite the tragedy, the
spiritual fervor remained
intact as over six crore
devotees took a holy dip at the
Sangam on Mauni Amavasya.
The Akhara Parishad, which
had initially called off the
Amrit Snan, later participated
in the ritual, albeit without its
usual grandeur.
There was, however, a
variance in the statements of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath regarding the
incident. PM Modi expressed
his deepest condolences,
calling the tragedy “extremely
saddening.” In a post on X, he
assured that the local
administration is providing
all possible help and wished a
speedy recovery to the
injured. “I have been speaking
to Chief Minister Yogi ji and
am in constant touch with the
state government,” he said.
In contrast, CM Yogi
Adityanath avoided
confirming any fatalities. His
official statement only
mentioned the injured,
saying, “Some people have
serious injuries,” sidestepping
reports of deaths. The Maha
Kumbh Mela control room
remains operational, but no
dedicated helpline has been
issued yet for affected

devotees, further adding to
the frustration of those
searching for missing family
members.
Eyewitnesses recounted the
chaos that unfolded in the
early hours. “We were waiting
near the Sangam since last
night,” said Rajesh Tiwari, a
devotee from Varanasi.
“People had been sleeping
there to secure a good spot for
the Mahurat bath at 3 am. But
around 2 am, the crowd
surged forward, unaware of
those lying on the ground.
That’s when the pushing
started, and everything went
out of control.”
Rekha Devi, a devotee from
Bihar, described the horror of
the moment. “It all happened
in seconds. Whoever fell
could not get up. People were
running in all directions, but
some got trampled,” she said. 

Continued on page 2
Detailed coverage on page 5

SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday

slammed the AAP convener
Arvind Kejriwal over his claim
that the Haryana government
poisoned Yamuna to disrupt
Delhi’s water supply, saying he
is too drinking Yamuna water. 
Terming his allegations
disgusting, the Prime Minister
said he too drinks the same
water from the Yamuna River
and asked whether Haryana
BJP will try to kill him.
Speaking at a rally in Kartar
Nagar, Ghonda, ahead of the
Delhi assembly polls, Modi
said such remarks were an
insult to the country.
“AAP-DA people have
committed another grave sin
in their political interest
which can never be forgiven.
Delhi and the country cannot
forget that a former Chief
Minister of Delhi has made
disgusting allegations against
the people of Haryana,” he
said, addressing a public
meeting in Kartar Nagar in the
run-up to the February 5
assembly polls.
He claimed that Kejriwal is
making such statements due
to the fear of defeat. “I myself
drink the same water, so can
anyone think that the Haryana
BJP government will poison
Modi? Forgiving mistakes is
the generous character of the
citizens of India, but neither
Delhi nor the country ever
forgives those who commit
sins deliberately,” he said. 
“This is not just an insult to

Haryana; it is an insult to
Indians, to our values and
character. This is the country
where giving water to drink is
considered a religion, where
there is a tradition of keeping
a piau (water pot). Putting
such false allegations on the
countrymen is just a fear of
losing elections but this time
Delhi will definitely teach a
lesson to those who talk such
cheap things,” PM Modi
claimed, adding that the
people of Delhi will drown the
AAP in the Yamuna.
Kejriwal had alleged that the
BJP is trying to keep the
people of Delhi thirsty as it
indulges in “dirty politics”.
“BJP people in Haryana are
mixing poison in the water
and sending it to Delhi. If
people in Delhi drink this
water, many will die. Can
anything be more disgusting
than this,” the AAP chief had

said on X.
He also likened AAP leaders
to serial killer Charles Sobhraj,
who gained notoriety for
duping people. “Those who
built ‘sheesh mahal’ and those
who looted public money
worth thousands of crores of
rupees can never think of the
welfare of the poor. That is
why they are spreading lies in
Delhi. These AAP-da people
speak lies with such innocence
that people get trapped,” Modi
said.
Delhi has made it clear that
now excuses, fake promises as
well as “loot and lies” of the
“AAP-da” government will not
work, Modi said as he made a
fervent appeal to voters to give
him a chance to serve after 25
years of Congress and AAP
governments.
Further hitting out at the AAP,
Modi said that during the last
two elections, the party asked

for votes on the promise of
cleaning the Yamuna and now
it says that the issue does not
yield votes. “This is fraud and
shamelessness. They want to
make people struggle for
water and want Purvanchalis
to chhathi maiya’s puja
surrounded by garbage,” he
said.
“When it comes to Delhi,
someone ruled for 14 years
and someone for 11 years but
still the same jams, the same
broken streets, pollution and
drinking water issues. Who
can take people out of such
circumstances? Not Modi but
one vote of yours,” he said.
Modi urged people to give
him a chance. “I will take care
of you like a family member,
your dream will be my dream
and I will put in all efforts to
fulfil your dreams. The BJP
has a track record of fulfilling
its promises,” he said.

He asked the people of Delhi
to vote for change,
emphasizing that BJP’s track
record shows they fulfill their
promises. He cited successful
programs like the water
connection scheme that
delivered water to 12.9 crore
families in five years.
He assured that the BJP will
provide clean drinking water
to every household in Delhi,
just as they have done in rural
areas. Modi also highlighted
the BJP’s work on
infrastructure projects like
expressways and metro
connectivity, pledging to
transform Delhi into a world-
class city.
“If the BJP government opens
a bank account, it will send the
money to it. The sisters of
Delhi do not trust the AAP
and are asking why you are
making announcements
even after being in
power for 11 years
and not
implementing them.
Why has the money
not come to the
accounts even after
announcing it three
years ago in Punjab and in
Delhi?” he questioned.
“Rs 2,500 will be deposited in
the accounts of sisters; Rs
21,000 will be given to
pregnant women so that they
can eat nutritious food. The
AAP has realised its defeat, the
public is angry with each of its
MLAs, so AAP and Congress
have formed an alliance with
each other behind the scenes,”
the PM added.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

In response to the Election
Commission (EC)’s notice

over his allegations that the
Haryana government was
mixing poison in the Yamuna

river, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national

convener Arvind
Kejriwal on
Wednesday clarified
that Yamuna water
remark was in the

context of public-
health crisis and raw

water received from the state
recently has been “highly
contaminated and extremely
poisonous” for human
health.
Kejriwal sparked a
controversy earlier this week
by saying that BJP-ruled
Haryana was ‘mixing poison’
in Delhi water supplied
through Yamuna. Both the
BJP and the Congress had

complained to the EC against
Kejriwal for levelling
allegations of poisoning of
Yamuna river. Acting on their
complaint, the poll body had
asked him to submit reply by
8 pm on Wednesday
While urging to close the
matter, the AAP leader also
requested the commission to
intervene and pass
appropriate directions to the
state of Haryana so that clean
water is made available to the
people of Delhi.
“However, the undersigned
herein beseech and most
humbly request your good
offices to intervene on the
major issue of availability of
safe water and pass
appropriate directions to the
state of Haryana so that safe
quantity of water is made
available to the citizens of
Delhi,” Kejriwal wrote in a
letter to the commission.

Continued on page 2

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Days before the Delhi polls,
the Congress on

Wednesday launched its
manifesto, promising to
conduct a caste census, a
monthly grant of Rs 2,500 to
women, free electricity up to
300 units, LPG cylinders at Rs
500 and set up a ministry for
Purvanchalis if it is voted to
power in the capital. The
party, which was ousted from
power by the AAP in 2013,
has also pledged free
ration kits, a
monetary support to
e d u c a t e d
unemployed youth
with financial
assistance of Rs 8,500
per month for one year.

The manifesto, which has
been divided into 22 focus

areas, was unveiled by
Delhi Congress
president Devender
Yadav. He was
flanked by Congress
c o m mu n i c a t i o n s

incharge Jairam
Ramesh. Emphasizing

the party’s commitment to
addressing public needs,
Congress introduced its
campaign slogan, “Every
need will be fulfilled,
Congress is necessary.” “We
will conduct a Delhi caste
survey to enumerate the
various deprived classes in
Delhi in the first Cabinet

meeting of the state
government,” the manifesto
mentioned.
The party also proposed
launching 100 Indira canteens
across the city, offering meals
at Rs 5. The manifesto, with
219 points, covers a wide
range of areas such as health,
education, women’s issues,
minorities, Scheduled Castes,
Purvanchalis and the
LGBTQIA+ community.
Encroachments on both sides
of the Yamuna River will be
removed to restore it to its
original condition and flow.
The manifesto also includes
plans to set up green police
stations to handle complaints
regarding solid waste and
Yamuna pollution.

Continued on page 2

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday expressed their
condolences over the
stampede at the Maha Kumbh
and prayed for the recovery of
those injured. Chief Ministers
of several states also expressed
their grief over the mishap.
Sources in the government
said that PM and Shah have
been monitoring the situation
hourly basis since morning
and engaged in conversation
with Yogi several times during
the day to take stock of the
situation. Modi is scheduled
to visit Mahakumbh for the
holy dip on February 5.
“The stampede incident at
Prayagraj Maha Kumbh is
extremely sad. I express my
condolences to the families of
the injured devotees and pray
to God that all the injured
devotees recover soon,”
President Murmu said in a
social media post in Hindi.
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar expressed grief at
the stampede and prayed for
the speedy recovery of the
injured.
Modi spoke to Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath four time in three
hours following the tragic
stampede at the Maha
Kumbh, where over two
dozen people were injured
and many were feared dead.
The Prime Minister reviewed
the situation, called for
immediate support measures,

and assured continuous
monitoring of developments.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah also reached out to
Adityanath and assured all
possible assistance from the
Central government. “The
Centre stands with Uttar
Pradesh in this hour of crisis
and will provide all necessary
support,” Shah said.
Union Health Minister JP
Nadda, who is also national
president of Bharatiya Janata
Party, spoke to the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister and
assured that the Centre would
ensure all necessary medical
aid for the injured. He also
conveyed that BJP workers
were prepared to assist the
administration in managing
the situation. In response,
Adityanath informed Nadda
that the district
administration had brought
the situation under control.
Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel also
enquired about the prevailing
situation and spoke to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
twice.
However, the administration
faced sharp criticism from the
Opposition parties and
religious leaders over security
lapses.

GARRISON RETURNS

Tri-service band performs during the Beating Retreat ceremony, at Vijay Chowk Photo: Rajan Dimri/The Pioneer
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JULY 2, 2024: More than 100 people,
including women and children, were killed
after a stampede broke out at a ‘satsang’
(prayer meeting) organised by a self-styled
godman, Bhole Baba aka Narayan Saakar
Hari, in Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras.
JANUARY 1, 2022: At least 12 people died
and over a dozen were injured in a stampede
at the famous Mata Vaishno Devi shrine in
Jammu and Kashmir triggered by a heavy
rush of devotees.
OCTOBER 13, 2013: 115 people were killed
and over 100 injured in a stampede during
the Navratri festivities near Ratangarh temple
in Madhya Pradesh’s Datia district. The
stampede was triggered by rumours that a
river bridge the devotees were crossing was
about to collapse. 
FEBRUARY 10, 2013: More than 36 people
lost their lives at the Prayagraj Junction,
which was packed with pilgrims for the 2013
Kumbh Mela, following a panic on the foot

overbridge leading to platform 6, triggering a
stampede. Dozens sustained severe injuries,
requiring prolonged hospitalisation. The
victims were devotees from Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Delhi, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
and other states.
NOVEMBER 19, 2012: Around 20 people
were killed and many others injured as a
makeshift bridge caved in, triggering a
stampede during the Chhath Puja at Adalat
Ghat on the bank of river Ganga in Patna. 
NOVEMBER 8, 2011: At least 20 people were
killed in a stampede in Haridwar at Har-ki-
Pauri ghat on the banks of the Ganga river.
JANUARY 14, 2011: At least 104 Sabarimala
devotees were killed and over 40 were injured
in a stampede when a jeep crashed into
homebound pilgrims at Pulmedu in Kerala’s
Idukki district.
MARCH 4, 2010: About 63 people were killed
in a stampede at Ram Janki Temple of Kripalu
Maharaj in Uttar Pradesh’s Pratapgarh district

as people gathered to collect free clothes and
food from the self-styled godman.
SEPTEMBER 30, 2008: Nearly 250 devotees
were killed and over 60 injured in a stampede
triggered by rumours of a bomb going off at
Chamunda Devi temple in Rajasthan’s
Jodhpur city.
AUGUST 3, 2008: 162 dead, 47 injured in a
stampede triggered by rumours of rockslides
at Naina Devi temple in Himachal Pradesh’s
Bilaspur district.
JANUARY 25, 2005: Over 340 devotees were
trampled to death and hundreds injured
during an annual pilgrimage at Mandhardevi
temple in Maharashtra’s Satara district. The
accident occurred when some people fell
down on the steps made slippery by the
devotees breaking coconuts.
AUGUST 27, 2003: 39 people were killed and
around 140 injured in a stampede during the
holy bath at the Kumbh Mela in Maharashtra’s
Nashik district.

Timeline of major stampedes at religious gatherings

MAHA KUMBH NUMBED

Rescue operation underway after the stampede occurred during ‘Mauni Amavasya’ PTI 

Senior Congress leaders releasing the Congress manifesto for the Delhi Assembly
elections Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Delhi BJP President Virendra Sachdeva and other party leaders, at Kartar Nagar
Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

Modi slams Kejriwal’s poison claims

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh
government has

directed district police chiefs
to temporarily halt vehicles
carrying devotees to the
Maha Kumbh Mela in
Prayagraj following a
stampede-like situation
during the Second Shahi
Snan on Mauni Amavasya
early Wednesday.
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
also appealed to people to
take a dip in the Ganga at
their nearest ghats and not
try to reach the Sangam
Nose, according to an
official statement. “All ghats
hold equal spiritual
significance and reaching
the main confluence point
should not be a priority,” the
statement quoted the chief
minister as saying.
The move is aimed at
preventing overcrowding at
the religious gathering,
where millions of pilgrims
converge to take a holy dip at
the confluence of the Ganga
and Yamuna rivers.
In Rae Bareli, Circle Officer
(City) Amit Singh confirmed
that around 40-50 vehicles,
including 10 large buses,
have been stopped from
proceeding to Prayagraj.

No entry for
vehicles to
Prayagraj

Kejriwal turns the table on EC
in response to Yamuna claims

Delhi Congress announces five guarantees
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Stage 3 also bans non-essential
diesel-operated medium goods
vehicles with BS-IV or older
standards in Delhi.
It also said this is in addition to
the actions under Stages I &II
of the extant schedule of GRAP
already in-force in NCR.
Various agencies responsible
for implementing measures
under GRAP including
Pollution Control Boards
(PCBs) of NCR and DPCC
have also been addressed to
ensure strict implementation
of actions under Stage-III of
the extant schedule of GRAP
in addition to actions under
Stages I &II of GRAP during
this period.
The decision to invoke stage

three was taken after Delhi’s

Air Quality Index(AQI)on
Wednesday clocked 365 i.e.
‘Very Poor’ Category (AQI
ranging between 301-400),
CAQM said. Its Sub-
Committee observed that the
AQI of Delhi which was
recorded as 276 on Tuesday
exhibited a sharp increasing
trend and has been recorded
365 on Wednesday owing to
variable direction/calm winds,
smoggy situation, low mixing
height and ventilation
coefficient for dispersion of
pollutants. Forecasts from
IMD/ IITM also suggests
similar situations to persist in
coming days, it added.
The CAQM is keeping a close
watch on the situation and will
review the air quality scenario
on a regular basis in the
coming days, it said.

From page 1

“For a moment, I thought I was
dead,” added Alpona Sen, a pilgrim
from Kolkata. “I had just come out
of the river when I was pushed. I
couldn’t breathe.”
In the midst of the tragedy, families
frantically searched for missing
loved ones. “I have been looking
for my nephew for hours,” said
Ramesh Kumar from Kanpur. “We
got separated when the crowd
surged. His phone is switched off,
and I have no idea where he is. I
just hope he is safe.” A woman
from Karnataka, part of a group of
nine, said that one man and one
woman from their group had died,
while three others were in critical
condition. “We came from
Kasapura,” said another woman,
sobbing outside the hospital.
“Three children are missing. Our
mobile phones and Aadhaar cards
are lost. I don’t know where anyone
from our group is.”
Authorities quickly launched

rescue operations, rushing the
injured to hospitals. Government
claims that to rescue those affected
by the incident, a green corridor
was created, allowing over 50
ambulances to reach the Sangam
Nose within two to three minutes.
More than 100 rounds were made
by ambulances to save lives.
Additionally, expert doctors
arrived at the scene within minutes
and took charge of the situation.
The SDRF, NDRF, and police
teams also worked alongside
medical personnel to assist the
injured.
Union Minister Sadhvi Niranjan
Jyoti appealed to pilgrims to
remain calm. “The entire Mela
Kshetra is Kumbh, and devotees
may take a bath at any ghat. The
entire Sangam is called Triveni
Ghat. Please do not rush.”

Mela Nodal Officer Vijay Anand
urged people not to believe in
rumors. “The situation is under
control. We request everyone to
remain calm and follow the
guidance of the authorities. Do not
believe in unverified information
spreading panic.”
Amrit Snan
The stampede at 2 a.m. initially
prompted the Akhil Bharatiya
Akhara Parishad to cancel the
Amrit Snan, a sacred bathing
ritual. “You all saw what happened
in the morning, and that’s why we
decided to cancel the Amrit Snan,”
said Mahant Ravindra Puri,
president of the Akhara Parishad.
“Our saints and seers were ready
for the ‘snan,’ but then we were
informed about the tragedy.”
However, after intervention from
CM Yogi Adityanath, who

personally urged the saints to
reconsider, the Akharas ultimately
participated in the sacred ritual-
though the celebrations were
subdued. “The chief minister
himself spoke to us,” said Mahant
Ravindra Puri. “We agreed to take
part in the Amrit Snan, but it
lacked the glitter that usually
accompanies the event.”
The Mauni Amavasya Snan
remains one of the most significant
bathing rituals of the Kumbh Mela,
with Sanyasi, Bairagi, and Udaseen
Akharas leading the elaborate
processions into the river. On
Tuesday, over five crore devotees
had already arrived for the sacred
bath, with government estimates
projecting the number to swell to
ten crore by Wednesday.
Despite the tragic incident,
authorities are working to ensure

crowd management and safety
measures, emphasizing that while
the spiritual essence of the Maha
Kumbh remains intact, public
security remains the top priority.
The deadliest stampede in the
history of Kumbh Mela occurred in
1954, shortly after India’s
independence. On Mauni
Amavasya, a massive rush of
devotees at Triveni Bandh led to a
catastrophic stampede. Sadhus
came riding elephants. Due to the
noise there, two elephants went
berserk and hundreds of pilgrims
were crushed to death, marking
one of the worst tragedies in the
history of the religious
congregation.
The mela administration at the
time attempted to suppress details
of the disaster, but a
photojournalist captured the

horrific scenes, exposing the scale
of the calamity. Only two
photographers had images of the
stampede, which later brought the
tragedy to public attention.
With the ongoing Maha Kumbh
2025, authorities have repeatedly
assured improved crowd control
measures. However, the latest
tragedy raises serious concerns
about safety preparedness and
crisis management at an event
where millions of devotees gather.
Devotees and experts alike are
now demanding stricter safety
protocols to prevent further loss of
life.
The deadliest stampede in the
history of Kumbh Mela occurred in
1954, shortly after India’s
independence. On Mauni
Amavasya, a massive rush of
devotees at Triveni Bandh led to a

catastrophic stampede. Sadhus
came riding elephants. Due to the
noise there, two elephants went
berserk and hundreds of pilgrims
were crushed to death, marking
one of the worst tragedies in the
history of the religious
congregation.
The mela administration at the
time attempted to suppress details
of the disaster, but a
photojournalist captured the
horrific scenes, exposing the scale
of the calamity. Only two
photographers had images of the
stampede, which later brought the
tragedy to public attention.
With the ongoing Maha Kumbh
2025, authorities have repeatedly
assured improved crowd control
measures. However, the latest
tragedy raises serious concerns
about safety preparedness and
crisis management at an event
where millions of devotees gather.
Devotees and experts alike are now
demanding stricter safety protocols
to prevent further loss of life.

From page 1

Congress communications
in-charge Jairam Ramesh
highlighted the party’s focus
on improving public health
and addressing pollution in
the city. “Today, all parties are
using the word ‘guarantee’,
but this word was used by the
Congress Party in the
Karnataka elections in 2023.
We wanted to give this
message to the public that the
Congress Party does what it
says. This is not just a
guarantee but a right of the
people. That is why we came
up with guarantees,” Ramesh
said at a press conference
here where the party
launched its manifesto.

“When Manmohan Singh
was the prime minister, the
Congress Party brought a law
in the form of a guarantee,
which was passed and its
name was ‘National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act’,”
he added.”A guarantee means
it is the right of the public.
Five guarantees have been
announced for the people of
Delhi. Right now, in Delhi, it
is not about ease of doing
business but ease of
breathing. If you see any
parameter for pollution and
chemical contamination,
none can match Delhi.
Neither BJP nor AAP
government in Delhi have
taken this issue seriously,”
Ramesh said.

The party also stated it would
restore the services of over
15,000 Civil Defence
volunteers who made
valuable contributions to
public transport and various
departments of the Delhi
government. Sports will be
made compulsory in all Delhi
government schools, with at
least three teams from each
school required to participate
in zonal competitions, the
manifesto said.
The party has promised to
build sports stadiums using
available land in rural Delhi.
“We will introduce a Delhi
Education Policy to replace
the NEP 2020,” it said.  A
fresh pension scheme of Rs
5,000 per month for senior

citizens, widows, persons
with disabilities, transgender
persons, and destitute
individuals will be
introduced. The party further
said it would improve the
2008 Ladli Scheme as
envisioned by former Delhi
chief minister Sheila Dikshit.
There will be 33 percent
reservation in new state
government jobs for women.
A ‘Shagan’ of Rs 1.1 lakh for
the marriage of
disadvantaged widows, their
daughters, and orphan girls
has also been announced,
according to the manifesto.
“We will establish 100 Indira
canteens, operated
predominantly by women, to
provide affordable and

nutritious meals to all. We
will increase the number of
working women’s hostels and
will take up the demands of
Anganwadi and ASHA
workers, including higher
pay,” the manifesto stated.
Four per cent reservation will
be there in state government
jobs for persons with
disabilities, according to the
manifesto.
Giving permanent
employment to the contract
workers, including Safai
Karamcharis, is also in the
party’s manifesto. The party
also mentioned that they will
finalise eligibility criteria to
make contract workers in the
government into permanent
employees and will award 15

per cent of government
contracts to SCs to empower
them financially.
A free Char Dham Yatra will
organised for the Dalit
community to the pilgrimage
sites associated with Gautam
Buddha, Sarnath and Bodh
Gaya, the birthplace of Sant
Ravidas, and the birthplace of
Babasaheb Ambedkar in
Mhow.
A designated area along the
Yamuna River will be
declared a district for
celebrating Chhath
Mahaparv; the ghat on the
Yamuna will be named after
the late Sharda Sinha. A
ministry will be set up to
ensure the welfare of
Purvanchalis, it said.

MAHA KUMBH NUMBED

Delhi Congress announces five guarantees GRAP III invoked
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In the 14-page reply to the EC,
he said there is no violation of
any law or any code is
committed and his statements
on Yamuna water were made
to highlight severe toxicity,
contamination of raw water
received from from the BJP-
ruled state.
“The statement made by him
regarding the ammonia
present in Yamuna River does
not violate Section 196 , 197
and 353 of the BNS Act, 2023,
and Section 123(4) of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951. Additionally, it is
alleged that these statements
breach the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC). Upon a
careful examination of the
facts, context, and legal
provisions, it is respectfully
submitted that the statement

made by undersigned are fully
protected under the
constitutional guarantee of
freedom of speech and
expression, and no offence or
any violation of Code of
Conduct is committed by
him,” reads the reply.
The letter further stated,
“That even on the face of it,
the said statement, would by
no stretch of imagination
promote disharmony or
enmity between religious,
racials, language or regional
groups or castes or
communities. No such
statement so as to create
disharmony between such
groups or segment of public is
made. In the present case, the
statement in question neither
refers to nor imputes anything
against the personal character
or conduct of any candidate
contesting the elections.

Instead, it addresses a critical
governance issue of public
health and environmental
safety, substantiated by official
administrative records.
“The political and
constitutional implications of
labeling an environmental and
public health crisis as an
electoral offence are profound
and deeply concerning. If
raising genuine public
g r i e v a n c e s - p a r t i c u l a r l y
concerning the basic necessity
of clean drinking water-is
curtailed on the pretext of
election law violations, it
would set a dangerous
precedent of silencing dissent
and obstructing democratic
accountability.”
The AAP chief further stated
that there is 7ppm ammonia
in Yamuna Water and DJB
CEO letter admits toxicity is
700% higher than permissible

limit. The root cause of
Yamuna Water identified by
DJB’s letter is indiscriminate
discharge of industrial waste
by Haryana.
“Haryana’s failure in
controlling pollution has
resulted in unprecedented
public health crisis. Issue of
toxic water supply from
Haryana has been raised
earlier too; DJB has even
approached NGT and
Supreme Court,” said Kejriwal
adding that Delhi
Government has no role to
play with such high level of
toxic water being made
available to Delhi by Haryana
which is an upper-riparian
state. Due to such high level of
toxic content in the raw water
supplied by Haryana, WTPs
are operating below capacity
and there is a shortage of
treated water in Delhi.

Kejriwal turns the table on EC in response to Yamuna claims

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday passed

directions banning manual
scavenging and manual sewer
cleaning in six metropolitan
cities – Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru
and Hyderabad-  in a writ
petition seeking the
eradication of manual
scavenging in India. In its
order, it stated that in the
comprehensive affidavit filed
by the Union, there is "no
clarity" on the eradication of
manual scavenging and sewer
cleaning. 
"Therefore, we hereby order
manual sewer cleaning and
manual scavenging shall be
stopped in all top
metropolitan cities as follows:
Metropolitan city of Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, and Hyderabad,"
the order passed by Justices

Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Aravind Kumar. 
The top court also directed
the Chief executive officer
(whatever name they are
called in the respective cities)
of each metropolitan city shall
file a precise affidavit
apprising as to how and when
manual scavenging and sewer
cleaning is stopped in the city.
The affidavit shall be filed
latest by February 13. 
The Public Interest Litigation
filed by Dr. Balram Singh
raised the issues that
pertinent provisions of the
Employment of Manual
Scavengers and Construction
of Dry Latrines (Prohibition)
Act, 1993 as well as the
Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and Their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013,
remain unimplemented
despite the mandate of the
Statutes. 
The Bench expressed orally
that it is "fed up" with passing

orders seeking compliance
which remains "academic" in
nature as there is no
compliance. It said: "Can we
say it today that manual
scavenging from today
onwards is banned?...We are
fed up of order. We are
directing. Either do it or face
consequences."
Earlier, bench of Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Aravind Kumar on December
11, last year, directed the
Union Government to call a
meeting of the Central
Monitoring Committee along
with the respective States'
stakeholders within 2 weeks
to assess to what extent the
compliance has been made to
the main order dated October
20, 2023. Based on the
October 20 order, the Union
was to file a status report.
However, the Court noted the
report was "not encouraging
at all". 
The data was presented by

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati. Amicus
curiae and Senior Advocate
K. Parameshar on the data
contended that it presents an
"erroneous" picture as in
some of these districts, the
Committee mandated by the
law has not even been
constituted. Some States have
given data prior to the
constitution of the
Committees. He added that
the Central Committee had
met latest October 19, 2024,
where States and UTs were
advised to constitute a
committee and conduct a
fresh survey National Survey
of Manual Scavengers. This
survey is yet to be completed. 
Justice Dhulia orally
remarked that "if they are
filing false affidavits, they are
in contempt straight away".
There are States especially
North-eastern States, where
there is no sewer system, he
pointed out. 

SC bans mannual scavenging in
6 cities including Delhi, Mumbai

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police have seized
more than `1.87 crore in

cash in three different
operations ahead of the
assembly polls in the national
capital.
Police said that the Railway
Unit, Northwest, and
Southwest district police have
collectively seized the money
in separate operations.
The cash, suspected to be
linked to illicit activities, was
recovered during routine
patrols and election
surveillance, according to a
statement from the Delhi
Police.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Railway) KPS Malhotra
said that the railway unit team
seized `32.61 lakh from Sabzi
Mandi Railway Station.
"On January 28 at Sabzi Mandi
Railway Station, the police
apprehended Jaswinder Pal
(48), a resident of Ropar,
Punjab, who was in possession

of `32.61 lakh in unaccounted
cash. The suspect was
intercepted while carrying a
black backpack containing
6,282 notes of `500, 601 notes
of `200, and smaller
denominations," said the DCP.
Upon questioning, Pal told
police that he had traveled
from Punjab to Delhi by Jan
Shatabdi Express and claimed
that he had been sent by his
brother-in-law to collect the
cash-filled bag. However, he
was unable to provide any valid
documentation or proof of
cash ownership.
The DCP said that the Income
Tax Department and the
concerned Election Cell were
immediately informed for
further investigation into the
source and purpose of the
cash. The Income Tax
Department took custody of
the suspect and the seized cash
for further proceedings.
In another operation, a team
from the Northwest district
seized `1.50 crore ahead of the

assembly polls. "Our teams
seized `1.50 crore in
unaccounted cash from six
people during enforcement
measures ahead of the
elections. The seizure was
made as part of efforts to curb
electoral malpractices," Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Northwest) Bhisham Singh
said.
He added that the police
intercepted suspects carrying
large sums of cash without
valid proof, leading to the
confiscation of the amount.
The suspects were taken into
custody, and the investigation
is ongoing. In the third
operation, the Southwest
Police seized `3.98 lakh at a
picket.
"A team from the Palam area
seized `3.98 lakh from three
people during vehicle checks at
Nasirpur Road, Manglapuri.
The suspects were identified as
Aajam (27), Md Maroof (38),
and Sakir Raja (31), all
residents of Uttar Pradesh. 

Delhi Police seize `1.87
Crore ahead of polls

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police bagged the
Best Marching

Contingent Trophy in
Republic Day Parade this
year, making it the 17th
victory for the police.
The Delhi Police Women’s
Contingent also won in 2024.
“This remarkable back-to-
back achievement
underscores the unwavering
commitment, hard work, and
unity of the Delhi Police,
further solidifying their
reputation as one of the finest
contingents in the Republic
Day Parade. Prior to this, the
contingent also won the Best
Marching Contingent Trophy
in 2021, with a previous win
in 2006,” a statement by the
police said.
It added that the Delhi Police
Marching Contingent, led by
Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Rishi Kumar Singh, IPS,
showcased exceptional
synchronization and
dedication. It compromised
three Sub-Inspectors, 44
Head Constables, and 100
Constables, the contingent’s
iconic Red Safa-clad jawans,
each standing over six feet
tall, adding grandeur to the
performance.
The newly raised All-Women
Delhi Police Band also
participated for the second
time in the Republic Day
Parade. Led by Band Master
Ruyangunuo Kense, the Band
Contingent included 04
women Sub-Inspectors and
64 women Constables, all
trained to perform with
precision.

Delhi Police
wins best
marching
contingent
trophy

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

The suspected Guillain-Barre
Syndrome (GBS) - an

automotive disorder where the
body’s immune system attacks
the nervous system - claimed
one more life in Maharashtra
on Wednesday.  20 GBS patients
continued to be on ventilator in
various hospitals of Pune
district.
The total number of patients,
which stood at 111 on Tuesday,
rose to 127 on Wednesday, as
more number of patients  with
suspected BDS were admitted
to various hospitals in Pune
district. A man from Pune had
earlier died at a private hospital
at Solapur in western
Maharashtra. With one more
death, the total number GBS

deaths in Maharashtra has gone
up to two.
A bulletin put out by the
Integrated Disease Surveillance
Programme of the Public
Health Department,
Maharashtra said that of the
total 127 suspected GBS cases,
72 patients have been
diagnosed as “confirmed GBS
cases”. Of the total
suspected/confirmed GBS
patients, 23 are from the Pune
city, while 73 patients are from
the newly added villages in the
areas coming under the
jurisdiction of the Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC),
13 patients are from Pimpri-
Chinchwad, nine from the rural
areas of Pune district and nine
are from other districts of the
state.

GBS outbreak claims second life

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

As India marks 75 years as
a Republic, the New

Delhi World Book Fair 2025
celebrates the diverse voices
from across the nation,
bringing together a rich
variety of perspectives that
reflect the principles and
values enshrined in the
Constitution. 
Through a wide array of
literary works, discussions,

and cultural exchanges, the
fair is set to highlight the
spirit of democracy,
inclusivity, and unity in
diversity that define the
nation’s journey. Scheduled
from February 1 to 9, 2025, at
the iconic Bharat Mandapam,
New Delhi.
According to NBT Press
statement, this flagship event
of Ministry of Education
organised by National Book
Trust is set to be bigger and
better than ever, celebrating

the nation, books, literature
and culture.
“The fair is poised to be a
grand spectacle celebrating
not just booksand heritage
but also casting its gaze
toward the horizons of
anaspirational India and the
vision that shapes its bright
future. The New Delhi World
Book Fair 2025 stands as a
crucible where the essence of
a seventy-five-year-old
republic converges with the
aspirations of a nation set to

command global
admiration,” said an official
of NBT.
The New Delhi World Book
Fair 2025 with its theme
Republic@75, serves as a
platform that unites the
nation's cultural heritage
with its aspirations for the
future. The event brings
together leading voices from
diverse cultures, and fields,
including literature,
governance, technology, art,
and cinema. 

BJP CMs rally for party
ahead of Delhi polls
STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

With just six days left in the
run up to the Delhi

assembly elections, senior BJP
leaders including Union Road
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari held 35 public
meetings in different areas of
the national Capital.  
Addressing two public
meetings for Matiala candidate
Sandeep Sahrawat and
Vikaspuri candidate Dr. Pankaj
Kumar Singh, Gadkari said,
“Arvind Kejriwal government
has given zero development to
Delhi in ten years, most of
Delhi has been made like slum
area and if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi government
had not given schemes like
road, metro, RRTS, Bharat
Mandapam, Yashobhoomi
worth about 1 lakh crore, then
today Delhi would not have
been a liveable city.”
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sharma
addressed public meetings in
Manakpura in Uttam Nagar
candidate Pawan Sharma and
Karol Bagh candidate
Dushyant Gautam. He said
that the people of Delhi have
made up their mind to bring
Delhi back on the path of
development and on February
5, they will free Delhi from the
corruption of ‘AAP-DA’.
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis claimed
that the people of Delhi are

now fed up with the corrupt
government, the mistake of
choosing AAP since 2013. He
addressed public meetings in
support of New Delhi
candidate Pravesh Sahib Singh
and Rohini candidate Vijendra
Gupta.
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini addressed a public
meeting in support of Greater
Kailash Assembly candidate
Shikha Rai, stating that Arvind
Kejriwal is an anarchist ruler
who neither respects the
Constitution of the country
nor the administrative system.
“The way Kejriwal accused the
Haryana government and
people of giving poisonous
water to Delhi for a few votes is
a blow to the federal structure
of the country,” he said.
Addressing a public meeting in
support of Patel Nagar
candidate Rajkumar Anand,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma said that
like the migrants from various
other states, the migrants of
Rajasthan who have settled in
Delhi are also distressed by
seeing the plight of Delhi.
“They are seeing how
Rajasthan has gained
momentum of development
due to the double engine
government and now they
want a double engine
government in Delhi too,” he
stated.
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami

addressed four public meetings
in support of Badarpur
candidate Narayan Dutt
Sharma, Kalkaji candidate
Ramesh Bidhuri, Kasturba
Nagar candidate Neeraj Basoya
and Greater Kailash candidate
Shikha Rai.
Union Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar addressed three public
meetings for Moti Nagar
candidate Harish Khurana,
Mehrauli candidate Gajendra
Yadav and RK Puram
candidate Anil Sharma.

New Delhi Book Fair celebrates Republic@75
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday chal-

lenged AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal, daring him to drink
the water from the Yamuna
river while harking back at his
promises of taking a dip in it.
Slamming AAP supremo over
the issue of the Yamuna River’s
pollution, he said, “Arvind
Kejriwal said that he will clean
the Yamuna and will drink its
water, today I am challenging
you, go to the Yamuna and drink
its water today… you make the
citizens of Delhi drink the dirty
water… after that, we will meet
you in the hospital.” He further
added: “I don’t claim that I will
be drinking Yamuna ji’s water, I
will not, because that water is
polluted.”
“Fulfill your promises that you
made about taking a bath in
Yamuna and drinking from it.
You haven't fulfilled it yet.
Drink the water from Yamuna
and then we will meet you in
the hospital,” he said, address-
ing an election rally in Bawana.
He alleged that the former

Delhi chief minister is opposed
to reservations and is against
Dalits, backwards, minorities
and the poor. Gandhi said he
and his party do not fear Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
on the contrary, "the PM is
afraid of the Congress".
He also attacked Kejriwal with
the 'sheesh mahal' jibe for the

second straight day and said
that though he talked about
clean governance, the "biggest
scam" in Delhi took place
under his watch. He said both
Prime Minister Modi and
Kejriwal are opposed to reser-
vations and are against Dalits,
minorities, backwards and the
poor.

"Kejriwal should say clearly
that he would get caste surveys
done and breach the wall of 50
per cent cap on reservation, but
he will not do so as he is against
Dalits, backwards and minori-
ties. When riots were taking
place, where was he? Did he
stand with you?" Gandhi said,
slamming the former chief

minister.
Training his guns specifically
on Kejriwal, Gandhi said he
used to move around in a
small car wearing a muffler and
claim that he will do clean pol-
itics but the biggest scam in
Delhi worth crores of rupees
was done by his party and his
people.
"He (Kejriwal) ran a corrupt
government. Modi ji lies in his
speeches and just like him,
Kejriwal does the same. Five
years ago, he (Kejriwal) had
stated that he would take a bath
in the Yamuna and drink its
water. Five years have gone by
and he did not do so. You have
to drink dirty water but
Kejriwal lives in 'sheesh mahal'
which is worth crores and lies
to you," the former Congress
chief said.
Gandhi said he had told PM
Modi in Parliament that the
Congress will get a caste cen-
sus done.  The Congress leader
said it is his guarantee that
Kejriwal will not assure that he
will breach the 50 per cent cap
on reservation because he is
also like Modi.

Rahul challenges Kejriwal to drink Yamuna water ��������	
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ASonipat court in Haryana
on Wednesday issued

notice to former Delhi chief
minister and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) chief Arvind
Kejriwal over a plea regarding
his remarks accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of
"poisoning" the Yamuna river.
Chief Judicial Magistrate Neha
Goyal sought a reply from
Kejriwal and asked him to
appear in person before the
Court on February 17. The
Court was hearing a com-
plaint filed by State of Haryana
through the State Disaster
Management Authority
against Kejriwal under Section
54 of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005. The
complaint alleged that
Kejriwal spread misinforma-
tion and caused panic among
the residents of Delhi and
Haryana with his "Yamuna
Poisoned" remark. The com-
plainant Ashish Kaushik, an
Executive Engineer in Water
Services Division, assured the
crowd that the claims made in
the viral video were entirely
false and that no such incident

had occurred. 
Amidst the ongoing contro-
versy over Yamuna river,
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on Wednesday
drank water from Yamuna in
Palla village near Delhi-
Haryana border, in a sharp
response to the grave allega-
tions made by AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal regarding BJP
"poisoning the Yamuna waters.
Saini alongwith senior officials
visited Point No. 4 of the
Yamuna River near Dahisara
village at the Delhi-Haryana
border, performed prayers,
and drank Yamuna's water to
demonstrate its purity. The
Haryanan CM refuted
Kejriwal’s allegations that the
BJP-led Haryana government
had poisoned the Yamuna,

calling the statement an
attempt to create fear for polit-
ical gain. A video of the
Haryana CM taking a sip of
water from the sacred river has
been shared on social media.
In the video, Saini stands at the
riverbank as he takes a sip of
water.
Speaking after drinking the
water, Saini said, “An unfor-
tunate statement by Arvind
Kejriwal was given to create
fear in the minds of people for
his political benefits. Today, I
have come here to the banks of
River Yamuna and took a sip
of water from Yamuna” with-
out any hesitation. Kejriwal
has blatantly lied”. “Even I'm
having relatives in Delhi. The
AAP convener should imme-
diately tender an apology,” the
chief minister said. He
slammed AAP national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal for
“spreading lies”.
Saini said that Kejriwal must
apologize for his misleading
statements.  He accused
Kejriwal of consistently blam-
ing Haryana sometimes for
stubble burning, sometimes
for water pollution without
any factual basis.
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In his first such attack on his
INDIA bloc ally Congress at

a public meeting, AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday
called the party a ‘vote cutter’
and urged voters not to ‘waste’
their votes on them while
claiming that party is indirect-
ly aiding BJP ahead of the
upcoming Delhi assembly elec-
tions.
Addressing a ‘janasabha' in
the Badli constituency, Kejriwal
said, “Why waste your votes on
the Congress? The Congress
will not win; it will just cut our
votes. The Congress and the
BJP are fighting this election
together to defeat the AAP.
Vote to make someone win, not
to make someone lose.”
The AAP leader further
emphasised his party's welfare
schemes, claiming that 70 per

cent of women, according to a
survey, support the AAP and
urged them to convince men in
their families to vote for his
party, alleging that men often
get “distracted” by the BJP and
the Congress.
He said, “I have been in poli-

tics for twelve years now, yet I
still don’t know how to do pol-
itics. You can ask me to fix elec-
tricity, improve water supply,
build roads, construct schools,
and develop hospitals—I will
make them excellent. But if you
ask me to engage in abuses,

dirty politics, and political
maneuvering, I don’t know
how to do that. Politics is not
my thing; you can keep it. I am
not here for the AAP.”
Taking on the BJP over the ris-
ing ammonia levels in the
Yamuna, Kejriwal once again
accused the Haryana govern-
ment of “poisoning” Delhi's
water supply. Kejriwal's fresh
attack on the Congress comes
amid growing rifts within the
INDIA alliance.
The fissures deepened on
Tuesday when he hit back at
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
who had accused him of being
‘afraid’ of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and being
involved in the ‘liquor scam’.
Responding to Gandhi's
remarks, Kejriwal said on X,
“Don't preach on fear and
bravery. The country knows
who is a coward and who is

brave.”
While the AAP and the
Congress had joined forces for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
their decision to contest the
Delhi Assembly polls sepa-
rately has exposed underlying
tensions.  The Congress, which
once ruled Delhi for 15 years
under Sheila Dikshit, is cam-
paigning to reclaim lost
ground, while the AAP is fend-
ing off both the Congress and
the BJP.
With polling scheduled for
February 5 and results set to
be declared on February 8, the
political temperature in Delhi
continues to rise. While key
INDIA allies like Mamata
Banerjee 's  Trinamool
Congress (TMC) and
Akhilesh Yadav's Samajwadi
Party (SP) have backed
Kejriwal, the Congress is res-
olute to stage a comeback.
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Agrand celebration of democ-
racy was witnessed at the

‘Illuminating Democracy’ event
at the historic Qutub Minar
premises on Wednesday.
The Delhi Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) R Alice Vaz was the
chief guest on the occasion
which was organized by the
District South Election Office.
Speaking on the occasion, the
CEO stated, “This event reflects
our commitment to ensuring
maximum voter participation in
the Delhi Assembly elections
2025. Democracy thrives when
every voice is heard, and every
vote matters and urged the audi-
ence to take the message of con-
tributing to the nation through
voting and to spread this mes-
sage among all to ensure a mas-
sive turnout on February 5.”
This SVEEP (Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral

Participation) initiative aimed to
encourage first-time voters,
empower Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs), and promote
transgender inclusion in the
democratic process.
A light show illuminated the
monument, symbolising the
power of democracy and the
participation of every citizen.
There were special recognition
and motivational programs for
first-time voters, encouraging
pride in their electoral partici-

pation as a part of ‘First-Time
Voter Encouragement initia-
tives.’ District Election Officer
(DEO) Mekala Chaitanya stated,
“This program underscores our
commitment to an inclusive
democracy where every eligible
voter, irrespective of their back-
ground or ability, feels empow-
ered to participate. Our goal is to
inspire citizens, particularly the
youth, to recognise their respon-
sibility and the transformative
power of voting.”

‘Illuminating Democracy’ event held at Qutab Minar
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the

Centre to furnish data on
FIRs and chargesheets against
men who invoked instant
triple talaq to divorce their
wives in violation of the
Muslim Women (Protection
of Rights in Marriage) Act,
2019. A bench comprising
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna
and Justice Sanjay Kumar was
hearing about 12 petitions
filed by various Muslim indi-
viduals and organisations
challenging the constitution-
al validity of the 2019 Act that
criminalises the practice of
instant triple talaq. 
“The respondent (Centre)
shall file the total number of
FIRs and chargesheets pend-
ing under Section 3 and 4 of
the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights of
Marriage) Act 2019. The par-
ties to also file written sub-
missions not exceeding three
pages in support of their con-
tention,” the bench said.  It
asked the Centre and other
parties to file written sub-
missions to the pleas while the
posting the matter for final

hearing in the week com-
mencing March 17. 
Referring to the legal position,
the bench said as triple talaq
was held invalid, there was no
dissolution of marriage and
the point now was the crim-
inalisation of the pronounce-
ment. "If the divorce itself is
not recognised, the relation-
ship then continues and no
separation. But now you have
penalised the very act of pro-
nouncing it....We want the list
of cases all over India where
FIRs are led, now in all states
FIRs are centralised, just give
us a list of that," the CJI said. 
The list was directed to
include data from rural areas.

"In no civilised section, such
a practice is there," said solic-
itor general Tushar Mehta.
The bench said the petition-
ers were not arguing for mak-
ing triple talaq valid but
opposed its criminalisation. “I
am sure none of the lawyers
here are saying that the prac-
tice is correct, but what they
are saying is whether it can be
criminalised when the prac-
tice is banned and no divorce
can take place by uttering
talaq three times at once," the
CJI said. 
The bench said as triple talaq
was legally void, the law effec-
tively penalised mere pro-
nouncement of the words

“talaq” thrice - the bone of
contention in the ongoing
legal  chal lenge.  Mehta
defended the legislation say-
ing penalising an activity fell
within the domain of legisla-
tive policy. 
He opposed the argument
that the Act imposed dispro-
portionate punishment, say-
ing the maximum sentence
under the law was three years,
lower than penalties in other
laws protecting women's
rights. 
Petitioner's counsel Nizam
Pasha said the law unjustly
criminalised the mere utter-
ance of words, talaq, equating
it with punishable offenses.
He said no other community
faced similar legal conse-
quences for marital aban-
donment. Senior advocate M
R Shamshad said existing
domestic violence laws suffi-
ciently addressed issues aris-
ing out of marital disputes,
making the separate criminal
law unnecessary.  “In matri-
monial cases, even if a wife is
physically assaulted, it takes
months to register an FIR.
Here, an FIR is lodged for
mere pronouncement,” he
said.
Mehta argued the law aligned

with the broader principles of
legal accountability, citing
Section 506 of IPC, which
penalised certain forms of
verbal threats. He said the
criminalisation of triple talaq
served a necessary deterrent
purpose. 
The bench said even after
pronouncing triple talaq, a
Muslim husband and wife
remain legally married, as
the practice did not constitute
a valid divorce.  “If the divorce
itself is not recognised, the
relationship continues. 
But now, you have penalised
the very act of pronouncing
it,” the CJI said as he referred
to petitioners' concerns about
the law's necessity. 
Section 3 of the Act declares
triple talaq as void and illegal
whereas Section 4 prescribes
a punishment of up to three
years' imprisonment for a
Muslim husband who pro-
nounces it. In a landmark ver-
dict, the apex court on August
22, 2017 held as invalid the
1,400-year-old practice of
"triple talaq" among Muslims
while setting it aside on sev-
eral grounds, including it was
against the basic tenets of
Quran and violated the
Islamic law Shariat.

SC seeks details of FIRs against men who invoked triple talaq
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The 11th edition of the
Smile International Film

Festival for Children & Youth
(SIFFCY) opened in the
national capital with the pre-
miere of the acclaimed Italian
film "The Tiger's Nest" star-
ring Sunny Pawar of "Lion"
fame.
The three-day festival will
feature over 150 films, that
include feature films, anima-
tion, short films, and docu-
mentaries, created by profes-
sional filmmakers, children,
and students from more than
40 countries.
Ambassador of the European
Union, Herve Delphin inau-
gurated the annual gala on
Tuesday at the Siri Fort
Auditorium where he was
accompanied by festival chair-
man Santanu Mishra and fes-
tival director Jitendra Mishra.
Organised in partnership with
the European Union
(Delegation of the European
Union to India), SIFFCY will
conclude on Thursday. The
annual festival is also being
held over 100 locations across
India in a hybrid mode.
Cinema is a universal lan-
guage, Delphin said at the
event.  “Europe and India stand
as two incredible hubs of cin-
ematographic creativity and

culture! The European Union
is happy to partner with SIFF-
CY again this year with films
from over 15 EU countries.
Starting from Delhi this show
will go around cities in India
with top movies for youth that
will leave a trail of Smiles in its
wake,” added the ambassador
of the European Union.
Pawar, who stars in Brando
Quilici's film "The Tiger's
Nest", said he was excited to
be part of the festival.  "Films
made for children and made
by children make SIFFCY a
unique international festival.
I am hopeful that more films
and content will be created
especially for children across
the world. This is much need-
ed," the young actor said.
According to a press release,
Poland is the country of hon-
our, whereas Italy is the coun-
try of focus in SIFFCY 2025.
A curated selection of some of
the finest Polish and Italian
films for the young audience
is going to be presented dur-
ing the festival.
"Lampo" from Poland,
"Doubles Match" from
Taiwan, "Bigman" from The
Netherlands, "Winners" from
Germany, "Soaring Wings"
from India, "Greetings from
Mars" from Germany, "7600"
from Iran, "A Butterfly's
Heart" from Lithuania will
also be screened.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed hospi-

tals, including AIIMS New Delhi,
to regularise the unauthorised
absence of doctors who were part
of protests against the rape and
murder of a doctor at RG Kar
Hospital, Kolkata. On
Wednesday, a bench comprising
Chief Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar took note
of the submissions of a doctors'
body that some hospitals had
regularised the absence of the
doctors following its August 22,
2024 order whereas a few others,
including AIIMS Delhi, decided
to treat the period as leave of
absence. 
"We deem it appropriate to clar-
ify that if protesting workers had
joined work post the Supreme
Court order then their absence
shall be regularised and not be
treated as absence from duty.
This is issued in peculiar facts
and circumstances of the cases
and is not laying down any
precedent,” the CJI said. The
lawyer appearing for the body
said the decision to treat the

protest period as leave could cre-
ate trouble for some of the med-
ical PG students. 
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
representing the Centre, said as
the case was non-adversarial, the
hospitals would abide by the top
court's directions. Mehta said
AIIMS, Delhi, decided to treat
the period as leave of absence
availed by the doctors. “By an
earlier order, it was stated that no
coercive step would be taken
against the protesting doctors for
protests till the date of the order.
Pursuant to this some of the
AIIMS such as Kalyani and
Gorakhpur and the PGI

Chandigarh have regularised
the absence. However some
other institutes have treated the
said period as if doctors were on
leave," the bench said. 
On August 22, last year, the

bench made an impassioned
appeal to the protesting doctors
across the country, asking them
to resume work. Observing "jus-
tice and medicine" couldn't be
stopped, it directed no coercive
action would be taken against
doctors once they resumed work.
The bench was hearing the suo-
motu case over the rape and
murder of a trainee doctor in the
Kolkata hospital. 
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Aparliamentary panel exam-
ining the Waqf

Amendment bill on
Wednesday adopted by a
majority vote its report that
contained changes suggested by
ruling BJP members, prompt-
ing the Opposition to dub the
exercise as an attempt to
destroy the Waqf boards.
The Joint Committee of
Parliament (JPC) on the Waqf
(Amendment) bill, chaired by
BJP member Jagdambika Pal,
adopted the report on the draft
legislation by a 15-11 majority
vote. Opposition members
were submitting dissent notes
to the report.
Opposition members objected
to the proposed omission of the
'waqf by user' clause in the
Waqf Amendment Bill, con-
tending that the provision exist-
ed since time immemorial.
In a dissent note to the report,
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi said the last-minute
inclusion of the proviso to the
clause omitting 'waqf by user'
was "wholly unhelpful" as the

principle will only be tested in
cases where the property is
placed 'in dispute', in which
case the proviso will not apply.
BJP members insisted that the
bill, introduced in Lok Sabha in
August last year, seeks to bring
modernity, transparency and
accountability in the manage-
ment of Waqf properties, while
the Opposition termed it as an
attack on the constitutional
rights of the Muslim commu-
nity and interference in the
functioning of the Waqf boards.
Speaking to reporters after the
38th sitting of the committee,
Pal said the report will be pre-
sented to Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Thursday and
tabled in both Houses of
Parliament during the Budget
Session beginning Friday.
A key concern of the
Opposition was the appoint-
ment of non-Muslims on the
Waqf Board, which they
claimed was violative of Article
26 of the Constitution that
granted citizens freedom to
manage their religious affairs,
including establishment and
maintenance of institutions for
religious and charitable pur-

poses.
"You have violated our rights
granted under Article 26 of the
Constitution. You talked about
Uniform Civil Code, but there
are Hindu Endowment Board,
Sikh Boards, Christian boards,
which do not have non-
Hindus, non-Sikhs, and non-
Christians as members. But
why does this not extend to
Muslims? This is an attempt to
destroy the Waqf Boards,"
Congress member Imran
Masood told reporters.
At its meeting on Monday, the
committee had adopted 14
amendments to the bill, all
proposed by BJP members and
rejected every change suggest-
ed by the opposition members,
including the Congress, the
DMK, the TMC, the AAP, the
Shiv Sena-UBT and the
AIMIM.  Trinamool leader
Kalyan Banerjee claimed the
observations and recommen-
dations of the committee were
"wholly perverse".
BJP members contended that
the amendments suggested by
the Opposition were intended
to uphold the 1995 law and
negate the spirit of the Waqf

Amendment bill-2024.
"All these amendments are not
in the interest of the Waqf.
These will destroy the Waqf
board and increase interference
of the Central government in
their functioning," AIMIM
leader Asaduddin Owaisi said.
He said the evacuee properties
could also be taken over by the
government.  "This will not be
acceptable to the masses, espe-
cially the Muslim community.
We reject this Waqf amend-
ment. Muslims will lose their
masjids," Owaisi said.
According to the amendments

accepted by the committee,
the state Waqf boards will now
include one member from the
Muslim OBC community,
ensuring broader representa-
tion.
It also has provisions that allow
the state government to estab-
lish separate Waqf boards for
Aghakhani and Bohra com-
munities and safeguard
women's inheritance rights in
Waqf Alal Aulad (family
waqfs).
The amendments also allow the
income from Waqf Alal Aulad
to support widows, divorced

women, and orphans, if speci-
fied by the waqif (creator of the
waqf).
Pal said many of the amend-
ments approved by the com-
mittee have addressed several
concerns of Opposition mem-
bers as well, adding the Bill
once enacted will help Waqf
board in discharging its duties
transparently and more effec-
tively.
For the first time, "pasmanda"
(backward) Muslims, the poor,
women and orphans have been
included among beneficiaries of
the Waqf, an endowment made
by Muslims for charitable reli-
gious purposes, he said.
The committee held 38 meet-
ings in the national Capital
since its constitution on August
8 last year and toured several
state capitals to consult stake
holders.  "This report is a sig-
nificant document that empow-
ers the Muslim community,"
BJP member Tejasvi Surya said.
DMK's A Raja said the draft
report was circulated among
the 31-member committee late
Tuesday night and members
got very little time to peruse the
voluminous document.

While the adopted bill accepts
the government's stand of
removing the "Waqf by user"
clause in the existing law, it has
added that no cases will be
reopened against such proper-
ties on a retrospective basis pro-
vided these are not in dispute
or belong to the government.
The report made it clear that
the provisions to omit the
'Waqf by user' definition of a
Waqf property will be with
prospective effect.
It has also endorsed the gov-
ernment's move to include
non-Muslims in Waqf boards,
saying they can be "beneficia-
ries, parties to disputes, or
otherwise interested in Waqf
matters".
It, however, does away with the
enquiry power vested with the
district collector concerned in
cases of disputes with the gov-
ernment, giving the authority to
the state government to desig-
nate an officer senior to the col-
lector to probe the matter.
Seeking to allay fears that the
existing waqf properties will be
subject to scrutiny after the
amended waqf law comes into
force, the parliamentary panel

had recommended that no
cases will be reopened against
such properties on a retro-
spective basis, provided the
asset is not in dispute or
belongs to the government.
"Any bad-faith actor can insti-
tute a litigation over any part of
the properties belonging to the
'waqf by user' and consequent-
ly prevent it from seeking any
protection under the amended
Act," Congress member Gaurav
Gogoi said in his dissent note.
Gogoi, the deputy leader of the
Congress in Lok Sabha, said the
bill allows excessive govern-
ment interference in the func-
tioning, control and manage-
ment of waqf and waqf prop-
erties in the country. "...This has
a detrimental impact on the
community as well as the insti-
tution of the autonomy, which
are necessary to administer
the institution," he said.
In his dissent note, DMK mem-
ber A Raja said the proviso of
'waqf by user' existed since the
time of Prophet Mohammad
and any move for its omission
would violate the fundamental
rights of the Muslim commu-
nity.

JPC adopts amended Waqf bill as Opposition slams provisions
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Former Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) AAP councillor

and 2020 Delhi riots accused
Tahir Hussain on Wednesday
launched his campaign in
Mustafabad for the February
5 Delhi Assembly polls, seek-
ing people's votes which he
said can save his life.
Hussain is out on a six-day
custody parole granted by
the Supreme Court  on
Tuesday. He is contesting on
an All  India Majl is-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) ticket.
He addressed his supporters
with a couplet, "deke vote tum
apna mujhe, zindagi de dena"
(by giving me your vote, give

me life).
He was welcomed outside his
office with rose petals and
chants of "Tahir Bhai zind-
abad" while being escorted by
armed security personnel.
Accompanied by nearly 300
supporters, Hussain con-
ducted a door-to-door cam-
paign in the narrow lanes of
Mustafabad, specifically in
Gali Number 6, 7 and 8,
holding his party's election
symbol, a kite.
Before starting his campaign,
Hussain said, "I have a lot to
say but there is no time. So, I
won't be able to say much.
"Just understand the weight of
my tears... Deke vote tum
apna mujhe, zindagi de dena,"
he said.

Hussain stepped out of Tihar
Jail at 6 am and arrived at his

election office on 25, Foota
Road in Mustafabad. There,

he interacted with supporters
and greeted local residents
with security personnel
around.
According to the Supreme
Court's directives, he is pro-
hibited from visiting his
Karawal Nagar home alleged-
ly linked to the 2020 riots. He
is also restricted from making
any public statements regard-
ing the ongoing cases against
him.
The Supreme Court granted
Hussain custody parole from
January 29 to February 3,
allowing him to campaign
under police supervision for
12 hours daily, from 6 am to
6 pm.
The court also ruled that
Hussain must deposit �2.47

lakh per day to cover securi-
ty expenses, including the
police escort.
The Mustafabad constituency
has 2,88,902 registered voters,
including 1,55,706 male vot-
ers, 1,33,193 female voters
and three third-gender voters.
In the Mustafabad Assembly
race, major political parties
have fielded prominent can-
didates. The BJP has nomi-
nated Mohan Singh Bisht, a
sitting MLA from neighbor-
ing Karawal Nagar, while
AAP is represented by Adil
Ahmad Khan, who has been
associated with the party
since the Anna Hazare move-
ment. The Congress has field-
ed Ali Mehdi, son of former
MLA Hasan Mehdi.
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New Delhi BJP candidate
Parvesh Verma on

Wednesday filed a formal com-
plaint with the Anti-
Corruption Branch (ACB)
against former Delhi chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal and other
officials for alleged corruption
in the installation of CCTV
cameras in the New Delhi
Assembly constituency.
According to the complaint,
Verma, who is contesting
against the AAP supremo, stat-
ed, “Kejriwal, in collaboration
with his ministers and officials
from the Public Works
Department (PWD), Delhi Jal
Board (DJB), and other rele-
vant departments, sanctioned
the installation of CCTV cam-
eras under the MLA-LAD and
GNCTD funds.”
He claimed that the project was
presented as a development ini-
tiative but was instead a cover
for corruption. He alleged that
despite an estimated �12 crores
being spent, most of the CCTV

cameras were either not
installed or were of substan-
dard quality.
"The works were awarded to loot
the public money which itself is
a cognizable offence," he said,
asserting that the actual instal-
lations were far below the funds
allocated. Claiming that fabri-
cated documents were created to
conceal the misuse of public
funds, he noted that these
actions led to significant finan-
cial loss for the government.
"Forged fabricated documents
were created to cheat the
exchequer's  hard-earned

money against public interest,"
he said. He requested the
ACB to take appropriate
action, including registering a
First Information Report
(FIR) against Kejriwal and
other Ministers and officials
from PWD, DJB, and other
departments under the
Prevention of Corruption
(PoC) Act, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), and other laws.
He urged that the accused offi-
cials be subjected to custodial
interrogation to ensure a thor-
ough investigation and
accountability. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
on Wednesday lashed out

at Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena and accused
him of "bowing to political
interests", amid AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal's allegations
of "poisoning" of Yamuna by the
BJP government in Haryana
and attempting "genocide" in
Delhi.
Saxena in a letter to Atishi on
Tuesday registered his objection
to the "false, misleading" state-
ment of Kejriwal and her
defence of it, saying it has
potential to create animosity
with neighbouring Haryana
and endanger national security.
"It is deeply disappointing but
hardly surprising that instead of
addressing the pressing issue of
dangerously high ammonia lev-
els in Delhi's water, you have
placed baseless accusations and
peddled a false narrative to
deflect from your utter failure in
fulfilling your responsibilities,"
the chief minister said in her let-

ter to Saxena.
Kejriwal earlier on Monday
alleged that BJP ruled Haryana
mixed "poison" in the Yamuna
water supplied to Delhi and
attempting "genocide" in the
city. As his remark snowballed
into a major political contro-
versy, the AAP chief named the
"poison" mixed in water as
"ammonia".
Atishi in her letter said that as
the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi, Saxena's constitutional
responsibility is towards the
people of Delhi and not towards
his "political masters, the BJP".
Defending Kejriwal, the chief
minister said he raised the issue

that the water in the Yamuna
has a highly poisonous level of
ammonia.
The letter from the CEO of
the Delhi Jal Board "outright-
ly confirms" this, she asserted
while listing the harmful
effects of the chemical on
human health. Even your let-
ter acknowledges that the cur-
rent ammonia level in the
water is 7.2 ppm-a figure that
is 700 per cent above the per-
missible limit, Atishi said.
"At this critical juncture, you
had two choices: to prioritise
public interest or to bow to
political interest. Unfortunately,
you have chosen the latter," she
charged.
The chief minister accused
Saxena of attempting to brand
Kejriwal 's  statements as
"objectionable, unfortunate,
and unacceptable" and added
"what is truly objectionable
and unacceptable is your apa-
thy toward this water crisis".
Asserting this crisis is not
about politics, Atishi said it is
about the lives of millions.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

Amrit snan, the traditional
bathing ritual of akharas that

was deferred due to the stampede
at  Maha Kumbh,  resumed
Wednesday afternoon.
Led by Mahant Ravindra Puri,
head of the Akhil Bhartiya
Akhara Parishad, the procession
of akharas made its way on foot
towards the Sangam for the
snan.
The procession, notably less
grand than usual, began around
2:30 PM.
"All saints, seers and nagas took
holy dip on the occasion. I
congratulate Chief Minister
(Yogi Adityanath) and the
administration for making such
arrangements," said Puri.
On the stampede, he added "It's
a conspiracy by the opposition.
This must be investigated." 
"It will be written in golden
words that the country's saint
stands with Indian Sanatan
cultures... I prayed to God for

peace and prosperity to Sanatan
Dharma followers..." Niranjani
Akhara chief Acharya
Mahamandaleshwar Swami
Kailashanand Giriji Maharaj told
PTI Videos.
Helicopter showered flower
petals on seers as they headed
towards the Sangam. 
Jagadguru Shankaracharya
Swami Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati Maharaj said, "All the
three Shankaracharyas of the
country are going to take a holy
bath here today. The incident
that happened late last night is
unfortunate and everyone is sad
but we should be cautious so that
no such incident happens in
future. I appeal to the devotees
to be patient and take a holy bath
anywhere in the Kumbh area.
There is no particular place
where devotees gather to take a
dip." 
Sringeri Peethadheeshwar
Jagatguru Swami Vidushekar
Bharati said, "On this sacred
occasion of Mauni Amavasya, we
have come here to take a holy dip

in Triveni Sangam. This is the
largest spiritual gathering in the
world, with around 40-50 crore
devotees expected to take the
holy dip." 
The Amrit snan was originally
scheduled in the early hours of
the day but was postponed
following the stampede.
Multiple people were killed and
many injured in the stampede at
the Sangam area of the Maha
Kumbh early Wednesday as
crores of pilgrims jostled for
space to take a holy dip on the
occasion of Mauni Amavasya.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said a consensus was reached
with the akharas that they would
take the holy dip only after the
crowd pressure decreased at the
ghats.
According to tradition, akharas
belonging to the three sects
'Sanyasi, Bairagi, and Udaseen'
take the holy dip in a set
sequence following a majestic,
awe-inspiring procession to the
Sangam Ghat.
Meanwhile, the situation at other

ghats was normal by afternoon
with pilgrims going in for a dip
and coming out quickly.
Manu, who works as a doctor in
Colchester in the UK, flew down
especially for the once-in-a-144-
year Mauni Amavasya and said
she was impressed by the
arrangements.
Accompanied by her sister from
Shimla and friends from
Gurugram, Manu took a dip at
one of ghats along the Ganges,
some distance from the Sangam
where the stampede broke out
earlier in the day.
"I am impressed with facilities at
Kumbh but concerned about
behaviour of common citizen
who expects a lot but doesn't
believe in behaving properly
towards their own duty towards
other citizens," Manu told PTI.
Brothers Rama and Krishna
Pandey, both local residents,
found it tough to go to Sangam. 
"We had a dip a ghat near
Pontoon bridge 13 and it was
smooth. We came back in just 10
minutes," Rama told.

Stampede at Kumbh: Akharas resume Amrit snan

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

The first ambulance siren
sliced through the quiet

night. Then another. And anoth-
er. Within minutes, the wails of
sirens filled the air, signaling
something catastrophic.
Something big had happened.
Reports of a stampede at
Sangam Nose during the Mauni
Amavasya 'Amrit Snan' started
trickling in. Without wasting a
moment, we rushed to Central
Hospital in Sector 2, where
ambulances were arriving one
after another. The sight that
awaited us confirmed our worst
fears. Outside the emergency
ward, a wave of panic and
despair had already taken over.
Stretchers with bloodied bodies
were being rushed in, relatives
clung to the gates pleading for
updates, and police had sealed
off the area, preventing the

public and media from
entering.
Determined to find out what
was happening, I posed as a
relative searching for someone
and managed to slip inside. The
moment I stepped through the
doors, the scale of the disaster
became clear.
Over ten lifeless bodies lay lined
up on the floor, waiting to be
identified. The injured-some
unconscious, others moaning
in pain-were scattered across
stretchers and makeshift beds,
as doctors and nurses worked
frantically to save them. 
"We are doing our best, but
there are too many injured," a
doctor said, barely looking up
as he bandaged a man's
bloodied forehead.
Women, elderly, and even
children lay on stretchers, some
with fractured limbs, others
gasping for breath after being
crushed in the suffocating

crowd. Whenever a patient
stabilized, they were quickly
moved to make space for more
critical cases.
As the chaos unfolded inside,
bodies were quietly being
moved out through the
emergency exit. Some covered
in sheets, others still waiting for
identification. Ambulances
continued to ferry in more
injured and lifeless bodies for
over three hours.
With beds filling up, several
critical patients were
transferred to Swarooprani
Hospital, where more facilities
were available.
Outside, grief and confusion
gripped the families waiting for
news. Many had lost their loved
ones in the crush; others were
desperately searching for
missing relatives.
Back at Sangam Ghat, where
the stampede occurred, police
cordoned off the area, but
survivors were still seen
searching through heaps of
abandoned belongings-
chappals without their pairs,
torn bags, scattered blankets,
and even packets of food left
behind in the panic.
"I lost everything-our money,
train tickets, even my husband's
shawl," sobbed Shanti Devi, a
pilgrim from Bihar, rummaging
through the pile of discarded
items. As dawn broke over
Prayagraj, the sirens began to
fade, but the city remained
haunted by one of the darkest
nights of the Maha Kumbh.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

The Opposition parties have
launched a scathing attack

on the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment following a stampede at
the Maha Kumbh, which left at
least 10 people feared dead and
several others injured. They
blamed the incident on admin-
istrative mismanagement and
demanded immediate corrective
measures.
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav expressed his
grief over the tragedy and held
the Yogi Adityanath-led
government responsible for the
chaos. "The news of casualties
of devotees in an accident
caused by mismanagement at
the Maha Kumbh is extremely

sad. We appeal to the devotees
to exercise restraint and
patience in this difficult time
and complete their pilgrimage
peacefully," Yadav posted on
social media. He urged the
state administration to
enhance arrangements for
accommodation, food, water,
and other essential facilities for
pilgrims. 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
supremo Mayawati also
extended her condolences to
the victims' families, calling the
incident "extremely sad and
worrisome." 
She said, "At such a time, the
party wishes that nature gives
the victims the strength to bear
this sorrow."
Meanwhile, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Saurabh

Bhardwaj criticized Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath for
prioritizing political
campaigns over governance.
"Instead of political
campaigning in Delhi, the CM
of UP @myogiadityanath
should be in his state to oversee
Kumbh arrangements.  This is
so sad to see pilgrims have to
undergo a stampede-like
situation," he tweeted. The
Maha Kumbh, one of the
world's largest religious
gatherings, attracts millions of
devotees from across the
country and abroad. 
The stampede has raised
concerns over crowd
management and safety
measures at the event, putting
the state administration under
intense scrutiny.

PIONEER NEWS SERVISE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

In a historic first at the Maha
Kumbh, three

Shankaracharyas from major
Hindu sects shared the stage
and issued a joint religious
directive for the protection of
'Sanatan Dharma'.
Central to the Dharmadesh
(religious directive) is the
proposal to ban cow slaughter
and declare the cow as the
"Mother of the Nation." 
The 'Dharmadesh' emphasised
the unity and integrity of the
nation, social harmony, and
the preservation of the
Sanatan culture, according to a
statement issued by the Uttar
Pradesh government.
The Shankaracharyas also
urged all followers of Sanatan
Dharma to visit Prayagraj
during the Maha Kumbh, and
extended blessings to the Yogi
Adityanath-led government
and administration for
organising the grand event, it
stated.
At the Maha Kumbh,
Shankaracharyas from three
prominent 'Peeths' (seats of
spiritual learning) of India
came together for the first time
and released a collective
'Dharmadesh' at the 'Param
Dharam Sansad' (Supreme
Religious Council). 
The event was graced by
Vidhu Shekhar Bharati Ji of
Sringeri Sharada Peeth,
Sadanand Saraswati Ji of
Dwarka Sharada Peeth, and
A v i m u k t e s h w a r a n a n d
Saraswati Ji of Jyotirmath.
Together, they issued a 27-
point directive focusing on the
preservation and growth of

Sanatan culture, according to
the statement.
Shankaracharya Sadanand
Saraswati highlighted the
importance of the Sanskrit
language, while Sringeri's
Shankaracharya Vidhu
Shekhar Bharati called for
recognising the cow as the
"Mother of the Nation" and
ensuring its protection.
A v i m u k t e s h w a r a n a n d
Saraswati emphasised
allocating government
budgets to promote Sanskrit
education.
The 27-point Dharmadesh
prioritises national unity,
integrity, social harmony, and
the expansion of Sanatan
culture and the Sanskrit
language. It calls for collective
efforts to save rivers and the
institution of family, according
to the statement.
It also stresses the need for
religious education to be
recognised as a fundamental
right of Hindus, it added.
The directive urges Hindus to
protect their religious symbols
and establish temples in every
school.
The Dharmadesh asserts that
India, a land where the cow is
revered as a mother, must
eliminate cow slaughter. The
directive demands legal
recognition of the cow as
"Rashtramata" (Mother of the
Nation) and making cow
slaughter a punishable offense,
according to the statement.
It further declares that any
individual associated with cow
slaughter directly or indirectly
?cannot be considered a
Hindu and should be
excommunicated from the
faith, it added.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

Aheap of colourful clothes,
lone slippers without their

pairs, torn bags, and hastily
abandoned blankets lay strewn
across the ground at Sangam
Nose, a grim reminder of the
chaos that unfolded in the early
hours of the morning. Among
the debris, a packet of roti-left
untouched-spoke of pilgrims
who had arrived with hope and
devotion but left in panic.
A stampede broke out around
1 am, as millions of devotees
surged forward for the 'Amrit
Snan' on Mauni Amavasya,
one of the holiest days of the
six-week-long Maha Kumbh.
More than 30 people were
injured, and several others are
feared dead in the crush near
the sacred confluence of the
Ganga, Yamuna, and the
mythical Saraswati rivers.
Even as the police cordoned

off the area, anxious devotees
could still be seen searching
through the abandoned
belongings. Sunita Devi, a
pilgrim from Chhattisgarh,
frantically sifted through the
pile of clothes. "My husband's
shawl was here... we lost our
bag in the rush. It had our
money, our train tickets. What
will we do now?" she said, her
voice breaking.
Nearby, Biplab Bhattacharya,
who had traveled from
Kolkata, looked around
helplessly. "My sister had a
small bundle with her-a warm
blanket and some food. I do
not know where she is, and I
can't even find her things," he
said.
Eyewitnesses described scenes
of panic and desperation, with
devotees stepping over
scattered belongings as they
tried to escape. Some even
climbed barriers and
pontoons in the chaos.

"People were screaming,
running. I saw slippers flying,
bags being trampled.
Someone fell right in front of
me, and there was no space to
pick them up," said Mohan
Yadav, a devotee from
Varanasi. The stampede
occurred between 1 am and 2
am when some devotees
attempted to cross barricades
at Akhara Marg, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath confirmed.
"At the Akhara route, where
arrangements were made for
the Amrit Snan, some
devotees broke through the
barricades. Several were
critically injured and were
rushed to hospitals," he said
after a high-level meeting in
Lucknow.
The Significance of Sangam
Nose
Sangam Nose, named for its
distinctive shape, is
considered the most sacred

bathing spot at the Kumbh.
Saints, sages, and thousands of
devotees prioritize bathing
here, believing it grants
spiritual liberation.
According to initial reports,
the stampede occurred as
thousands surged forward to
reach this particular spot. The
pressure of the crowd became
unmanageable, leading to a
sudden crush.
The administration quickly
launched relief and rescue
operations, diverting crowds
and opening additional routes
to bring the situation under
control. Despite warnings,
some devotees still attempted
to re-enter the area, searching
for missing relatives and
belongings.
Rescue teams remain at the
site, and authorities have
urged devotees to remain
calm and follow security
protocols to prevent further
incidents.

Chaos at Sangam as devotees search for lost items

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

The chaos erupted suddenly-
one moment, devotees were

waiting patiently for their sacred
dip; the next, screams filled the
air as bodies collapsed under the
crushing weight of the surging
crowd.
"For a moment, I thought I was
dead," said Alpona Sen, a
devotee from Kolkata,
recounting the harrowing
stampede that unfolded near
pillar number 157 in the
Kumbh area.
The stampede began around 2
a.m. when lakhs of devotees
surged toward Sangam Nose,
unaware that many had been

sleeping overnight at the site to
secure a prime spot for the
Mahurat bath at 3 a.m.
"We had been waiting since last
night," said Rajesh Tiwari from
Varanasi. "Some of us were
resting, while others were
changing clothes after an early
dip. 
Suddenly, people started
pushing forward, not realizing
there were people lying down.
That's when the chaos started."
The sudden movement
triggered panic, and within
moments, barricades collapsed
as people tripped and fell.
"It all happened so fast.
Whoever fell down couldn't get
up," said Rekha Devi from
Bihar.  "People were screaming,

running, pushing. Some got
trampled. It was terrifying."
At the emergency ward of
Central Hospital, distraught
families searched for missing
loved ones. 
Ramesh Kumar, a resident of
Kanpur, moved frantically
between wards. "I have been
looking for my nephew for
hours. We got separated when
the crowd surged. 
His phone is switched off, and I
have no idea where he is. I just
hope he is safe," he said, his
voice trembling.
A woman cradling her injured
child outside the hospital
described the mercilessness of
the stampede. "There was
nowhere to go. 

Some people who pushed us
were laughing while we begged
them for kindness toward the
children," she said, tears
streaming down her face.
"We Were Trapped"-Survivors
Speak
The stampede occurred amid a
sea of tightly packed pilgrims
along the 12-km stretch of
riverbanks designated for Maha
Kumbh bathing.
Sarojini from Karnataka, still in
shock, wept outside the
hospital. "We came in a batch of
60 people in two buses. In our
group of nine, we suddenly
found ourselves trapped. 
There was pushing, and we fell
down. The crowd was
uncontrollable."

Three Shankaracharyas
unite at Maha Kumbh,
issue joint Dharmadesh

Sirens pierce the night,
chaos unfolds at hospital

Sadhus of Shri Panchayati Akhara Mahanirvani return without doing their ‘snan’ (holy dip) after a stampede on ‘Mauni Amavasya' during the
ongoing Maha Kumbh, Prayagraj     PTI

An injured being brought to hospital after stampede occurred on ‘Mauni Amavasya'
in Prayagraj PTI

Eyewitness account: "For a moment, I thought I was dead”

Opposition slams UP government
over Maha Kumbh stampede

Devotees flood
Ayodhya  for
Mauni Amavasya
PTI n AYODHYA 

On the occasion of Mauni
Amavasya, Ayodhya wit-

nessed an overwhelming surge
of devotees who took a holy
dip in the Saryu River.
Experts estimate that over 50
lakh devotees have arrived in
Ayodhya in the past 72 hours
and the influx is expected to
continue until Vasant
Panchami, an official
statement issued here said.
The temple town remained
packed with worshippers
throughout the day, with long
queues outside Ram Mandir
and Hanumangarhi temple
extending late into the night.
Anticipating a surge as
pilgrims are now travelling
from the Maha Kumbh to
Ayodhya, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has instructed
officials to ensure seamless
crowd management, it said.
Adityanath is personally
monitoring the situation to
ensure efficient management
of the influx, the statement
said.
On Mauni Amavasya,
thousands of devotees
thronged the Saryu ghats for
a holy dip, with Chaudhary
Charan Singh Ghat seeing
the largest influx, it said.
After their ritual bath, many
proceeded to Hanumangarhi
and then the Ram mandir.

A massive crowd stretched
from Shringar Haat to the
temple premises. Similar
scenes were observed at the
Ram Temple, where devotees
queued up in large numbers
for darshan.
The statement said the influx
of pilgrims has boosted local
businesses like ‘prasad'
sellers, hotels and homestays.
Entry of all types of vehicles
into the fair area has been
completely restricted, with
heavy police deployment at
key locations to maintain
order. The health department
is also on high alert, with all
doctors' leaves cancelled
until Vasant Panchami.
Emergency services will
remain operational 24x7 to
handle any medical needs,
the statement said.
Chief Medical Officer Dr
Pushpendra Kumar
confirmed that 13 temporary
health camps will continue to
function until February 26 to
provide immediate medical
assistance to pilgrims. 
IG Praveen Kumar stated
that traffic has been rerouted
to manage the massive
footfall.
Large vehicles have been
stopped on the highways,
and alternative routes have
been designated to prevent
congestion in and around
Ayodhya.



Iremember a senior col-
league reminiscing about
his earlier years in the job.

His daughters were small.
He was a workaholic and the
children would be long asleep
when he returned. They
would be gone to school by
the time he surfaced the next
morning. One of the children
left a note on her pillow that
there would come a time
when she might not have time
for him. I was talking to a
young lady. Her father retired
from the services. 
He felt lost with more than
enough free time on hand.
The organisation had taught
him to work hard. There
were no training manuals to
lead a retired life. I met a rel-
ative at a wedding. He will
superannuate from a senior
position in a few months. He
sounded uncertain about the
future. 
He is a scientist and had no
hesitation in accepting that he
had considered science as a
hobby his entire life. Now he
was not so certain. In the
same function, I caught
snatches of conversation
between a few gentlemen.
An evening, that could have
been spent talking about
things other than business,

had turned into an extension
of the workplace. They might
not agree with me now. They
derive joy from such conver-
sations when still in active ser-
vice. Will they feel the same
after retirement in a few
years? I flew with a young IT
professional many years ago.
He was on the verge of quit-
ting a well-paying senior-
level private sector job to
join a government company
at the mid-management level. 
I was confounded till he
explained. He was working in
a software company with the
majority of clients from
America. His Indian job
required him to work Indian
hours. His American clients
wanted him to be available for
calls when they woke up. He
could at least sleep in the
night in his new job. I do not

know if he found peace. It
does not matter if one works
in the private sector or with
the government. 
The first lesson drilled into us
when I joined the railway ser-
vices was that a railway offi-
cer is always on duty, 24x7. It
sounded glamorous in the
heady euphoria of youth. I
started believing that stress
brought out the best in me.
Till it was too late. I developed
hypertension, and then dia-
betes. I also had meltdowns.
I have transitioned from being
a technocrat manager to
exploring creativity. 
I write fiction novels, short
articles, and stories, and guide
others to pursue passions
from a bucket list that they
could not take up, lost in the
quest to earn a living. Many
are not so fortunate. They do

not even realise that they
need to strike a balance or
that they need help. Recent
statements by a couple of
respected business leaders
raise issues beyond chuckles
and memes. A professional
typically spends almost four
decades working. 
This is 2/3rds of his total life
at the time of retirement.
Unfortunately, this is the only
life he has seen. He has not
even been prepared to lead a
different later life. It is tougher
for women. They are expect-
ed to take care of the children
also, and sooner rather than
later, the birds fly out of the
nest. As we grow older, we
start equating productivity
with longer working hours.
We also start believing that
health and mental wellbeing,
whether working or after
retirement, is not important.
How wrong we are! Melissa
Steginus, mindfulness teacher
and productivity coach,
reminds us, “Remember that
work and life coexist.
Wellness at work follows you
home and vice versa.”

(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian

Railways and conducts class-
es in creative writing; views

are personal)

India’s growth story is going strong despite interruptions in the global markets. Indian
economy has maintained its momentum and will continue to do so in the next two
years. According to the January 2025 edition of the World Bank’s Global Economic

Prospects  report, India is poised to retain its position as the fastest-growing major econ-
omy, with an impressive projected growth rate of 6.7 per cent for both FY26 and FY27.
This remarkable trajectory not only surpasses global growth forecasts of 2.7 per cent
but also cements India’s status as a critical player in the global economic landscape.
India’s robust economic performance is underpinned by several key factors. The ser-
vices industry continues to be a cornerstone of India’s economy, contributing signifi-
cantly to GDP and job creation. IT services, financial technology, and healthcare have
been pivotal in driving growth. Government initiatives like ‘Make in India’ and the Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes have helped manufacturing, fostering innovation and

attracting both domestic and foreign investments.
Investments in infrastructure, including roads, railways
and digital connectivity, have bolstered economic activ-
ity and enhanced productivity.  
India’s economic ascent is noteworthy in a global con-
text where growth remains tepid. With China’s growth
slowing to an estimated 4 per cent next year, India’s
consistent expansion underscores its growing promi-
nence. The International Monetary Fund’s World
Economic Outlook aligns with the World Bank’s pro-
jections, estimating India’s growth at 6.5 per cent for
2025 and 2026, further reinforcing the nation’s sta-
ble economic fundamentals. Despite its impressive per-

formance, India faces a set of challenges that demand attention, especially as the Union
Budget for FY26 approaches. While growth is robust, the need to create adequate job
opportunities for India’s burgeoning youth population remains pressing. Addressing struc-
tural unemployment will be crucial to ensuring inclusive growth. Rising global commod-
ity prices and domestic supply chain constraints pose risks to price stability. Effective
monetary and fiscal measures are required to contain inflation without stifling growth.
With increased spending on infrastructure and social welfare, maintaining fiscal disci-
pline will be a balancing act for policymakers. The agriculture sector, a backbone of the
Indian economy, continues to face challenges such as erratic monsoons, low produc-
tivity, and market inefficiencies. Comprehensive reforms are needed to modernise and
stabilise this sector. Geopolitical tensions, trade disruptions, looming tariff hike in the
US and climate change are external risks that could impact India’s growth trajectory.
Strengthening economic resilience against these uncertainties is imperative. As Nirmala
Sitharaman prepares to unveil the Budget, she must focus on addressing these chal-
lenges to keep India’s growth momentum. Prioritising investments in education, health-
care, and skill development will ensure that the benefits of growth are widely shared. 

Indian economy in fast lane

tion. It is time India focuses its priorities
on promoting meaningful education that
parts with skills, talents and knowledge and
infusing more vibrancy in the domestic
markets by ensuring increased demands.
The lifeline today is the IT sector, which
is able to provide employment to the cream
of talents among the graduates in the field. 
The migration policy of Trump is likely to
disturb this lifeline. 
Further, India cannot find fault with
Trump calling for America First and
Make in America, as the same is the slo-
gan PM Modi was raising all along. In the
background of a growing trade imbalance
with the US, India cannot afford a penal-
ty tariff nor take back such a huge num-
ber of migrants without pain. The actions
of Trump are nothing but a declaration of
the failure of globalisation, which was pro-
moted against protectionist theory and
insisted on free movements of capital,
labour, goods, and services. However, it is
time India focuses on empowering the vast
majority to spend more, as the enriched
rich cannot save this situation, and they are
seeking safe places to deck their capital in

countries abroad. Change in the policy is
inevitable.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

STAMPEDE IN MAHAKUMBH
Madam — The news of death at
Mahakumbh is grotesque. More than
seven people were killed and around 10
injured in a stampede at the Maha kumbh
Mela at Prayagraj, as tens of millions gath-
ered to take a holy dip on the most auspi-
cious day of the six-week Hindu festival.
The drone footage showed millions of
devotees, shoulder to shoulder, arriving in
the pre-dawn dark at the temporary town-
ship in Prayagraj for the holy dip at the con-
fluence of three rivers, the Ganga, Yamuna,
and the Saraswati. Distraught families gath-
ered outside temporary medical centres,
searching for missing relatives, while
emergency teams attended to the injured
and police struggled to regain control over
the crowds. 

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur Nagar

UTTRAKHAND IMPLEMENTS UCC
Madam —The implementation of the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in
Uttarakhand is a landmark move with
nationwide implications. Politically, it has
reignited the debate on uniform laws, with
the BJP advocating it as a step toward
equality, while opposition parties and
minority groups see it as a threat to India’s
pluralistic ethos. Legally, the UCC may face
challenges from groups arguing it infringes
on religious freedoms under Article 25 of
the Constitution. 
If successful, it could harmonise personal
laws on marriage, divorce, and inheritance,
simplifying legal processes and promoting
gender equality. Socially, concerns about
cultural and religious autonomy are signif-
icant, particularly among minority and
tribal communities. While many wel-
come its focus on equality, critics argue the
mandatory registration of marriages, live-
in relationships, and notification of preg-
nancies could be intrusive and difficult to
enforce. 
Administratively, the UCC relies on digi-
tal infrastructure, such as Aadhaar-based
verification and AI translations, but chal-
lenges may arise in rural areas with limit-
ed access to technology. Citizens must meet
strict deadlines for registering relationships,
highlighting the need for robust awareness
campaigns. On a broader level, the UCC
aims to foster national integration and sec-
ularism by reducing divisions created by
diverse personal laws. Uttarakhand’s suc-
cess will determine whether this initiative
becomes a model for other states or
remains a divisive issue in India’s socio-
political landscape.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

US TARIFFS CONCERN INDIA
Madam—The editorial on Indo-US trade
and relationships (January 29) presents
valid points. India has been wasting time
in giving mere slogans instead of finding
solutions and strengthening the structures.
Now even the GDP is not growing to the
expected level, and the demands in rural
and urban areas are declining, causing cau-
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NCC cadets during the National Cadet Corps (NCC) rally at Cariappa Ground in New Delhij PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

India’s economy is set to lead global growth, requiring right

policies in the upcoming budget to maintain momentum

actionable practices. These
tools have been successfully
applied in diverse settings,
from resolving domestic dis-
putes to rebuilding trust in
conflict-ridden communities.
The Gandhian ethos of recon-
ciliation—rooted in forgive-
ness, nonviolence and dia-
logue—provides a framework
for healing even the most
entrenched divisions.  
The Transformative Power
of Reconciliation  
Gandhi’s approach to recon-
ciliation was not just about
resolving conflicts but about
restoring relationships. He
believed in confronting injus-
tice with courage, yet harbor-
ing no hatred for the wrong-
doer.  This philosophy pro-
motes harmony over revenge,
emphasising understanding
and collective wellbeing.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
echoed this belief, stating,
“True reconciliation exposes
the awfulness, the abuse, the
hurt, the truth.” Similarly,
Nelson Mandela, inspired by
Gandhi, viewed forgiveness as
a tool for lasting peace, assert-
ing, “Courageous people do
not fear forgiving, for the
sake of peace.”  
By embedding these princi-
ples into education and social
discourse, Gandhi’s legacy
becomes more than a com-
memoration; it becomes a
lived reality. Seminars and dis-

cussions on topics like forgive-
ness, interfaith harmony, and
dialogue encourage partici-
pants to reflect deeply and
adopt these values. Immersive
experiences like these inspire
young minds to embrace non-
violence as a powerful force
for change.  
Gandhi Smriti: A Living
Tribute 
At the heart of Gandhi’s
enduring legacy is Gandhi
Smriti, the site where he spent
his final days. Located at 5,
Tees January Marg in Delhi,
this historic place, once Birla
House, holds profound signif-
icance. Gandhi arrived here
on September 9, 1947, after
finding his intended resi-
dence occupied by refugees
from West Punjab following
Partition.  
Today, Gandhi Smriti is a
national memorial, home to
museums, Gandhi’s preserved
room, and the prayer ground
where he held evening meet-
ings. It attracts visitors from
around the world, serving as
a place of pilgrimage and a
reminder of the tragedy that
ended his life. Yet, Gandhi
Smriti is more than a heritage
site; it is an educational hub
where people of all ages, espe-
cially children, learn about
courage, compassion, and
responsible citizenship.  
Every year, on Gandhi’s birth
and death anniversaries, chil-

dren perform musical tributes
at the evening prayer meet.
These events embody
Gandhi’s belief that peace
must begin with the young: “If
we are to teach real peace in
this world… we shall have to
begin with the children.”  
A Call to Action  
The principles Gandhi cham-
pioned—nonviolence, recon-
ciliation, and understand-
ing—are not relics of the past
but vital tools for addressing
modern challenges. His teach-
ings remind us that change
begins with small acts of
kindness, empathy, and con-
structive dialogue. By nurtur-
ing these values in young
hearts, we lay the foundation
for a more harmonious future.
As we commemorate
Gandhi’s life and philosophy,
let us remember that the
silence left by those three
bullets was not an end but a
beginning. It calls on us to
transform divisions into unity,
hostility into understanding,
and despair into hope. The
path to peace may be long and
arduous, but it begins with the
courage to believe in the
power of nonviolence and
the quiet persistence of nur-
turing hope in the hearts of
the next generation.  

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti

and Darshan Samiti; views
are personal)

The Gandhian ethos: A

guide for a polarised world

On January 30, 1948,
three gunshots
ended Mahatma
Gandhi’s life but
failed to extinguish

the ideals he stood for. The
physical silencing of Gandhi
only immortalised his message of
nonviolence, reconciliation and
understanding. Seventy-seven
years later, his teachings remain
as vital as ever, resonating loud-
ly in a world increasingly fraught
with impatience, intolerance,
and polarisation. In the face of
these challenges, Gandhi’s life
work continues to urge human-
ity to rediscover the virtues of
patience, empathy, and con-
structive dialogue.  
In our polarised global society,
where divisions grow deeper
and disagreements often turn
hostile, Gandhi’s philosophy
offers a beacon of hope. The
sound of silence left by those
three bullets asks a poignant
question: Can humanity heal its
divisions without resorting to
violence? Though Gandhi’s mes-
sage arose in a specific historical
context, its relevance transcends
time, providing an antidote to
the impatience and discord
threatening our shared human-
ity today.  
Reviving Gandhian Ideals in
Education  
The urgency of restoring values
like patience, dialogue and
empathy is most pronounced in
the education of younger gener-
ations. Early exposure to these
principles can shape the leaders
of tomorrow. Initiatives like
Taking Gandhi to Schools inte-
grate Gandhian philosophy into
children’s lives through story-
telling, discussions, and experi-
ential learning. These pro-
grammes go beyond preaching;
they immerse students in the
practice of nonviolence and
coexistence. For example, lessons
on managing classroom conflicts
teach students to approach dis-
agreements with empathy and
active listening—skills they carry
into the broader world.  
Educators and community lead-
ers are also being empowered to
foster these values. Workshops
on nonviolent communication,
mediation and conflict resolution
turn abstract concepts into

JPC approves 14 amendments in Waqf Bill

THE PRINCIPLES
GANDHI

CHAMPIONED—
NONVIOLENCE,

RECONCILIATION,
AND

UNDERSTANDING—
ARE NOT RELICS OF

THE PAST BUT VITAL
TOOLS FOR

ADDRESSING
MODERN

CHALLENGES

The lost art of balance:
Lessons from a life of overwork

T
he Joint Parliamentary Committee set up
to scrutinise the Waqf (Amendment) Bill,
2024, on Monday cleared the proposed

legislation with 14 amendments in the origi-
nal bill. The bill is likely to be taken up in
Parliament for discussion and subsequent pas-
sage. One of the key amendments accepted
by the JPC is to empower the state govern-
ment to nominate to the authority to determine

whether a property is ‘Waqf.’ In the original
bill, this power was entrusted to the district
collector. As it was a foregone conclusion, the
non-NDA members in the JPC opposed dilu-
tion of the existing Act. 
In fact, the Waqf Act 1995 had extended unlim-
ited powers to the Waqf Tribunals. In the exist-
ing act, the decision of a tribunal is final and
binding on the parties. No suit or legal pro-
ceedings shall lie under any civil court. In the
absence of an appealing mechanism, decisions
made by the Waqf Tribunals lack transparen-
cy. In addition, there were reports of wide-
spread misuse of Section 40 of the Waqf Act
to acquire and declare a property as Waqf
property, which has led to disharmony among
the communit ies.  Thus, the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 is the need of the
hour.

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

RAJDEEP PATHAK

SANJAY CHANDRA

In the relentless pursuit of professional success, the lines between work and life often blur,

leaving behind stories of missed moments, lost connections and unforeseen struggles

As societies grapple with discord and division, Gandhi’s legacy
inspires us to embrace dialogue, empathy and unity
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Since our childhood, we have been taught to be polite and to be
nice to others. In a way, it’s important because you get what you
give, and if we want others to be nice to us, our behaviour towards

them should be similar, shouldn’t it? But! if our so-called nice behav-
iour is superficial, acting as a mask over not-so-nice feelings, it will not
win us any goodwill in return, because the law of karma operates even
at the most subtle level, which states: “As you sow, so shall you reap.” 
Hence, it is very important to have genuinely good feelings towards oth-
ers, because when our feelings are pure, good wishes and nice behav-
iour come naturally. We don’t have to tell ourselves to be nice to some-
one or, at a more subtle level, suppress or dismiss negative thoughts
that arise upon seeing someone. Because if the feelings are pure, such
negativity would never arise from within us. 
We tend to have pure feelings and love towards our near and dear ones.
We wish them well from the core of our hearts and celebrate their suc-
cesses. Even when they fail, we give them hope and encourage them
to do better. Why? Because we love them. But what about those out-

side the circle of our family and friends? Our feelings towards them keep
changing according to how we perceive them. It is not that anyone is
inherently bad, but it’s our perception that makes us react differently when
the same mistake is made by a loved one or by someone else. To one,
we show sympathy and understanding, and to the other, we may show
irritation and anger. We are quick to affix negative labels to others viz:
selfish, lazy, stupid, egoistic, etc. 
Our thoughts, words, and behaviour towards that person are shaped by
that label. Thus, we find ourselves unable to be nice to some people.
However, it’s important to understand that our perception can often be
clouded by our own biases and prejudices. We may not always be aware
of the reasons behind our judgments, and these judgments can lead us
to act in ways that are not truly reflective of our values. By acknowledg-
ing this, we can start to challenge our assumptions and work towards
a more empathetic approach. For instance, if we encounter someone
who initially seems unapproachable or difficult, instead of allowing our
initial impression to dictate our interactions, we should take a moment
to consider the possibility of underlying factors that might be influenc-
ing their behaviour. Mindfulness encourages us to be present in the moment
and to approach each interaction with an open mind and heart. When
we are mindful, we are less likely to react impulsively or allow our judg-
ments to cloud our interactions. It helps us to listen more deeply and to
respond with greater empathy. 
This appreciation naturally extends to others, helping us to see the good
in them even when it might be obscured by their actions or behaviour.
Furthermore, building strong, authentic relationships requires effort and
intentionality. It involves not just being kind in moments of ease but also
extending understanding and support during challenging times. It means
being willing to engage in open and honest communication and being
receptive to feedback. In essence, the habit of looking at every person
with mercy and compassion can lead to profound transformations—
not just in them, but in us as well. When we consistently choose to see
the good in others and extend our support, we create an environment
where healing and growth are possible. By cultivating these attitudes and
practices, we contribute to a more compassionate and understanding
world. Remember! Each of us has the power to influence our surround-
ings through our actions and attitudes, and by choosing to engage with
others in a meaningful and supportive way, we help build a communi-
ty characterized by genuine goodwill and harmony.

(The writer is a spiritual educator & popular columnist; 
views are personal)
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As we come closer to the
announcement of
Budget 2025, the agri-

culture industry, considered
the backbone of the Indian
economy, at this point brings
us to the crossroads.
Agriculture is not just an eco-
nomic sector, but a way of life
for the millions who do it,
accounting for nearly half of
the country’s workforce and a
major chunk of the GDP. This
has offered a unique pathway
of change to tackle the press-
ing challenges as well as unlock
the tremendous scope of
Indian agriculture ecosystem
in the budget.
A Call for Increased
Investments in Agriculture
The agricultural sector in India
calls for a drastic increase in its
budgetary allocation, with a
heavy focus on rural infra-

structure, irrigation systems, as
well as agricultural research
and development (R&D). Such
investments will, therefore,
not only improve productivi-
ty but also ensure that farmers
particularly small holders have
equitable access to modern
farming techniques. Projects to
complete irrigation systems

under the Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchai Yojana
(PMKSY) and investment in
micro-irrigation systems –
such as drip and sprinkler
technologies – should be the
first priorities.
Empowering Farmers
through Technology
Farmers are increasingly look-
ing for smart and precision
farming tools and technolo-
gies, ranging from drones to
IoT, artificial intelligence, etc,
promising competitive think-
ing towards Indian agriculture.
Budget 2025 should encourage
adoption of these technologies
by providing subsidies, train-
ing and affordable digital tools.
By equipping farmers with
technological innovations, not
only will resources be utilised
efficiently, but it will also
enable higher yields and prof-

its. Improving Crop
Insurance and Financial
Security
Agriculture is still highly vul-
nerable to climate risks and
market volatility. To protect
farmers, there is an urgent
need to expand the coverage of
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY), make
the premiums affordable and
provide simple and instant
delivery of claims. Besides,
direct targeting of small and
marginal farmers’ access to
credit for investment in agri-
culture as well as affordable
risk coverage can remove
uncertainties and promote
investment in agriculture.
Promoting Sustainable
Farming Practices
Climate change is an increas-
ingly urgent threat to agricul-
tural productivity. It should be

able to focus on better and cli-
mate-smart farming practices.
It is essential to provide incen-
tives for organic farming, crop
diversification and develop-
ment of drought- and flood-
resistant crop varieties to make
agriculture resilient to climate
challenges.
Encouraging Value Addition
and Agro-Processing

India has tremendous poten-
tial in agro-processing and
value addition. Budgetary sup-
port for food processing units,
supply chain modernisation,
and cold storage facilities will
help reduce post-harvest loss-
es and increase farmers’
incomes. Tax incentives for
startups in this sector can
attract private investment and
create rural employment
opportunities.
Focus on Women Farmers
and Youth in Agriculture
Key to the future of Indian
agriculture, therefore, are the
women farmers and rural
youth. Customised pro-
grammes for financial support,
even during the plantation
phase, skill development, and
entrepreneurial support for
women would instil them as
agricultural leaders. Likewise,

youth participation can be
restructured and enhanced
through innovation grants,
incubation centers and aware-
ness campaigns to revitalise
this sector.
Pursuance of Export Booster
and Market Access
In this context, India is
immensely capable and has the
potential to set itself up as a
global agri-exporter. The gov-
ernment should create dedicat-
ed export portals, cut regula-
tion, and develop a policy
that supports traders dealing in
high-demand crops.
Strengthening integration of
rural connectivity & e-NAM
(National Agricultural Market)
platforms will provide the
farmers with access to markets
and fair pricing.
The Role of Allied Sectors
Allied sectors such as dairy,

fisheries, poultry, etc., have
enormous potential to help
bolster rural incomes and
employment. Feed, vaccines,
and infrastructure budgetary
allowances for these sectors
will also promote diversifica-
tion and give farmers added
revenue streams.
Towards a Prosperous
Agricultural Ecosystem
Budget 2025 can afford to be
a gamechanger for India’s agri-
cultural ecosystem- when we
bring sustainability, inclusivi-
ty and innovation in farming
at the core of agriculture pol-
icy. Which, if met, will provide
the farmers community to
timely tackle the pitfalls and
excel on the worldwide map.
(The writer is the Founder &

Managing Partner at Snail
Integral Pvt. Ltd. Views
expressed are personal)

Budget 2025: Paving the way for a sustainable, inclusive and innovative agriculture

By nurturing empathy, mindfulness and gratitude,
we can  create stronger relationships

RAJYOGI BRAHMA KUMAR NIKUNJ JI
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Fostering efficacy, accountability and a strong sense of ownership plays a
big  role in cultivating a productive and innovative workforce

Beyond the 70-hour workweek:

Redefining productivity 

3. Ownership Spirit: A sense of
ownership transforms employees
from passive participants to proac-
tive contributors. This requires
building a culture where employees
feel their work has a purpose and
their contributions are valued.
Startups often exemplify this cul-
ture, with employees going above
and beyond not because of long
hours but because they believe in
the company’s mission. When
employees feel emotionally invest-
ed, their creativity and commitment
naturally increase, making the
organisation more competitive.
The Role of Work-Life Balance
Work-life balance is not a “luxury”
but a necessity for sustained perfor-
mance. The Harvard Business
Review notes that employees with
balanced lives demonstrate 21 per
cent greater productivity and are 57
per cent less likely to experience
burnout. Moreover, a healthy work-
life balance fosters creativity, prob-
lem-solving, and emotional
resilience—all essential traits in
today’s dynamic business environ-
ment. Countries and companies
that respect the need for work-life
balance are reaping the rewards. For
example, Scandinavian nations,
with their strong emphasis on
work-life balance, consistently out-
perform others on innovation and
competitiveness indices. Similarly,
companies like Microsoft Japan,
which experimented with a four-
day workweek, reported a 40 per
cent increase in productivity while
reducing electricity costs and boost-
ing employee satisfaction.
Flexible working arrangements are
becoming increasingly prevalent
worldwide. The rise of hybrid work
models in the post-pandemic world
has shown that flexibility and
accountability coexist and thrive.
This shift highlights that the hours
worked and the autonomy, trust,
and resources provided to employ-
ees drive results. Leaders must

embrace these new paradigms
rather than revert to outdated
notions of success linked solely to
time spent at work.
Lessons from History
Historical evidence further under-
mines the argument for excessive-
ly long work hours. During the
Industrial Revolution, labour move-
ments fought for the eight-hour
workday, recognising that over-
working led to physical exhaustion
and declining efficiency. The
founder of Ford Motor Company,
Henry Ford’s decision to implement
a five-day, 40-hour workweek in the
1920s was driven not by altruism
but by a realisation that well-rest-
ed employees were more productive
and innovative. His approach
improved productivity and set a
precedent for modern labour prac-
tices. In the 21st century, technol-
ogy has amplified this principle.
Automation, artificial intelligence,
and digital tools enable employees
to accomplish in hours what once
took days. Instead of relying on
human endurance, organisations
should not focus on integrating
these tools to enhance productivi-
ty and free up employees for strate-
gic, high-value tasks.
Reimagining Competitiveness
India’s demographic dividend pre-
sents a unique opportunity to shape
the future of work. With one of the
world’s youngest workforces, the
focus should be on enhancing
skills, fostering creativity, and nur-
turing an entrepreneurial mindset—
not on extending work hours.By
investing in upskilling programs,
digital tools, and robust processes,
Indian businesses can boost produc-
tivity without exhausting their
workforce. Additionally, introduc-
ing flexible work arrangements can
help tap into employees’ diverse
needs while improving engage-
ment and output.
Addressing the Challenges
While advocating for shorter or

optimised work hours, it is essen-
tial to acknowledge the challenges.
Industries with high operational
demands, such as manufacturing
and healthcare, may find it challeng-
ing to reduce work hours without
compromising service delivery. In
such cases, solutions like staggered
shifts, better workforce planning,
and investment in automation can
help balance operational needs
with employee well-being. Similarly,
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) with limited resources may
perceive shorter work hours as a risk
to productivity. However, even
these organisations can benefit
from adopting efficiency-focused
strategies like process optimisa-
tion and targeted skill develop-
ment.The Way ForwardAs a mod-
erate business leader, I firmly believe
that success stems from striking the
right balance between ambition
and sustainability. 
While hard work and dedication are
indispensable, they must be guid-
ed by innovative strategies, support-
ive cultures, and a focus on out-
comes. Asking employees to clock
70 or 90 hours a week may yield
short-term results, but it risks long-
term consequences in the form of
burnout, disengagement, and
declining health.Let’s redirect the
conversation from “hours worked”
to “value created.” By fostering effi-
cacy, accountability, trust and an
ownership spirit, Indian business-
es can achieve competitiveness and
efficiency while respecting the well-
being of their greatest asset—their
workforce. After all, it’s not the
hours you put in but what you put
into the hours that truly counts.

The Author is vice-chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, vice-chair-

man of the Punjab Economic
Policy and Planning Board, and

chairman of ASSOCHAM
Northern Region Development

Council. Views expressed 
are personal)

Recent statements by promi-
nent Indian business leaders
advocating for extended work
hours have sparked significant
debate across the industries and

political sphere. Infosys founder Narayana
Murthy suggested a 70-hour workweek for
the younger generation, while Larsen &
Toubro chairperson S N Subrahmanyan
pushed the idea further, proposing a 90-
hour workweek, including Sundays. While
their intent—to encourage competitive-
ness and efficiency—is commendable, the
emphasis on extended work hours miss-
es a crucial point: the number of hours
worked is not the primary determinant of
success. Efficacy, accountability, trust and
a spirit of ownership are far more vital in
creating a productive and competitive
workforce.
The Fallacy of “More Hours Equals More
Productivity”Globally, data and research
have consistently shown that longer work-
ing hours do not directly correlate with
increased productivity. According to a
study by the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD),
countries with shorter average work
hours often rank higher in productivity.
For instance, Germany—known for its
robust industrial base—averages 34.6
hours of work per week and boasts one of
the highest productivity levels in the world.
In contrast, countries like Mexico, where
workweeks stretch beyond 42 hours,
report significantly lower productivity
rates.The human brain has a finite capac-
ity for sustained focus and creative think-
ing. Prolonged hours often lead to dimin-
ishing returns, increased burnout, and
higher rates of errors. Studies by the World
Health Organization (WHO) have also
highlighted the adverse health effects of
excessive work hours, linking them to car-
diovascular diseases and mental health dis-
orders. 
Moreover, the concept of presenteeism—
being physically present but mentally dis-
engaged—is an often-overlooked conse-
quence of extended work hours.
Overworked employees may appear pro-
ductive but are less likely to deliver high-
quality output. This underscores the
importance of optimising work hours for
maximum efficacy rather than simply
extending them.What Truly Drives
Productivity? Instead of focusing on
quantity, business leaders should shift the
discourse to quality. Productivity is not
about the time spent at a desk or shop floor
but what is achieved during that time.
Three key factors contribute to this: 
1. Efficacy: Efficacy emphasises doing
things right rather than simply doing
more. This involves leveraging technolo-
gy, optimising workflows, and fostering a
culture of continuous improvement.
Organisations like Toyota have champi-
oned this principle through methodolo-
gies such as Lean and Kaizen, which focus
on reducing waste and enhancing efficien-
cy.
2. Accountability: Empowering employ-
ees to take ownership of their work fos-
ters accountability. When individuals feel
responsible for outcomes, they naturally
align their efforts toward achieving goals.
Google’s OKR (Objectives and Key
Results) framework exemplifies how
clearly defined goals and transparent
accountability can drive exceptional
results. A sense of accountability ensures
that time is used effectively and results are
prioritised over mere activity.

From increased investments in rural infrastructure to empowering farmers with technology, the policy decisions can redefine the future of Indian agriculture

AMIT BK KHARE
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Just a little over a week into his
second term, President

Donald Trump is taking steps
to maximise his power, spark-
ing chaos and what critics con-
tend is a constitutional crisis as
he challenges the separation of
powers that have defined
American government for more
than 200 years.
The new administration’s most
provocative move came this
week, as it announced it would
temporarily halt federal pay-
ments to ensure they complied
with Trump’s orders barring
diversity programmes.
The technical-sounding direc-
tive had enormous immediate
impact before it was blocked by
a federal judge, potentially
pulling trillions of dollars from
police departments, domestic
violence shelters, nutrition ser-
vices and disaster relief pro-
grammes that rely on federal
grants. Though the Republican
administration denied
Medicaid was affected, it
acknowledged the online por-
tal allowing states to file for
reimbursement from the pro-
gram was shut down for part of
Tuesday in what it insisted was
an error.Legal experts noted the
president is explicitly forbidden
from cutting off spending for
programs that Congress has
approved. The US Constitution
grants Congress the power to
appropriate money and requires
the executive to pay it out. A 50-
year-old law known as the
Impoundment Control Act
makes that explicit by pro-
hibiting the president from
halting payments on grants or
other programs approved by
Congress. 
“The thing that prevents the
president from being an
absolute monarch is Congress
controls the power of the purse
strings,” said Josh Chafetz, a law
professor at Georgetown
University, adding that even a
temporary freeze violates the
law. “It’s what guarantees there’s
a check on the presidency.”
Democrats and other critics
said the move was blatantly
unconstitutional.
“What happened last night is
the most direct assault on the
authority of Congress, I believe,
in the history of the United
States,” Sen. Angus King, an
independent from Maine, said
Tuesday. While some
Republicans were critical, most

were supportive. “I think he is
testing the limits of his power,
and I don’t think any of us are
surprised by it,” said Sen. Kevin
Cramer, a North Dakota
Republican who is close with
Trump.
At first blush, the Trump
administration appears to be
following the correct proce-
dures in identifying potential
spending cuts, and the
Impoundment Control Act out-
lines a procedure for how they
could become permanent, said
Rachel Snyderman, a former
official at the Office of
Management and Budget who
is now at the Bipartisan Policy
Centre. Congress must eventu-
ally sign off on any cuts the
administration wants to make,
Snyderman said, though she
noted that no president since
Bill Clinton, a Democrat, has
been successful in getting that
done. Congress did not act on
USD 14 billion in impound-
ment cuts Trump proposed
during his prior term, she said.
“We have to see what the next
steps are,” Snyderman said. The
proposed halt on grants comes
after Trump, who during the
campaign pledged to be “a dic-

tator on day one,” has taken a
number of provocative moves
to challenge legal constraints on
his power. He fired the inspec-
tors general of his Cabinet
agencies without giving
Congress the warning required
by law, declared that there is an
immigrant “invasion” despite
low numbers of border cross-
ings, is requiring loyalty pledges
from new hires, challenged the
constitutional guarantee of
birthright citizenship and is
moving career staff out of key
positions at the Department of
Justice to ensure his loyalists
control investigations and pros-
ecutions. On Tuesday evening,
the new administration made
its latest move, trying to prune
the federal workforce by offer-
ing pay until the end of
September for those who agree
to resign by the end of next
week. The Trump actions have
all led to a cascade of court chal-
lenges contending he has over-
stepped his constitutional
bounds. A federal judge in
Seattle has already put on hold
Trump’s attempt to revoke
birthright citizenship, calling it
a blatant violation of the nation’s
foundational legal document.
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Washington (	��): On the
campaign trail last year,
President Donald Trump
talked tough about imposing
tariffs as high as 60 per cent on
Chinese goods and threatened
to renew the trade war with
China that he launched during
his first term.
But now that he’s back in the

White House, Trump appears
to be seeking a more nuanced
relationship with the country
that both Republicans and
Democrats have come to see as
the gravest foreign policy chal-
lenge to the US.
China is also a major trading
partner and an economic pow-
erhouse, and it has one of the
world’s largest military forces.
“We look forward to doing
very well with China and get-
ting along with China,” Trump
said on Thursday at the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, in comments that
suggested Beijing could help

end the war in Ukraine and
reduce nuclear arms.
As he moves forward with
plans to impose 25 per cent tar-
iffs on Canada and Mexico on
February 1, Trump has not set
a firm date for China. He’s only
repeated his plan for a much
lower 10 per cent tax on
Chinese imports in retaliation
for China’s production of
chemicals used in fentanyl.
On Tuesday, White House
press secretary Karoline Leavitt
said Trump was “very much
still considering” raising tariffs
on China on February 1.
Trump, who spoke with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
days before taking office, seems
to be showing restraint and
bowing to a more complicated
reality than he described while
running for office. Speaking of
potential tariffs on China in a
recent Fox News interview, he
said: “They don’t want them,
and I’d rather not have to use

it.”
Liu Yawei, senior adviser on
China at the Carter Centre in
Atlanta, said Trump has
become “more pragmatic”.
“The signalling, at least from
the election to the inaugura-
tion, seems to be more positive
than has been expected before,”
Liu said. “Hopefully, this pos-
itive dynamic can be preserved
and continued. Being more
pragmatic, less ideological will
be good for everyone.”
A Chinese expert on American
foreign policy acknowledged
that there are many “uncertain-
ties and unknowns about the
future” of US-China relations.
But Da Wei, director of the
Centre for International
Security and Strategy at
Tsinghua University in Beijing,
also said Trump’s recent change
in tone offers “encouraging
signals.”
In his first term, warm relations
were followed by a trade war

When Trump first became
president in 2017, Xi and
Trump got off to a good start.
Xi was invited to Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago resort in Florida. A few
months later, he treated Trump
to a personal tour of the Palace
Museum in the heart of
Beijing, only to see Trump
launch the trade war the fol-
lowing year. 
The US-China relationship
soured further over the
COVID-19 pandemic, and it
hardly improved during
President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration, which saw a controver-
sial visit to the self-governing
island of Taiwan by then-
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
and a Chinese spy balloon
aloft over US territory.
Biden kept Trump’s tariffs on
Chinese goods and intensified
the economic and technolog-
ical rivalry with export con-
trols, investment curbs and
alliance building.
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Washington (	��): When Tulsi
Gabbard returned to
Washington from a clandestine
sit-down with Syria’s then-
president Bashar Assad eight
years ago this month, she was
greeted with a flurry of criti-
cism. Lawmakers and civil
society groups chastised
Gabbard, then a Hawaii con-
gresswoman, for her meeting
with an avowed US adversary
whose administration has been
credibly accused of war crimes
and major human rights abus-
es. A Republican congressman
even called the meeting a “dis-
grace.”At the time, Gabbard
defended the trip by saying she
had gone to try to find a peace-
ful resolution to a long and
bloody conflict. But the details
of what the pair discussed
remain a mystery — dogging
Gabbard to this day and has
taken on new salience as rebels
have swept Assad from power
and President Donald Trump
has nominated her to be the

nation’s spy chief.Gabbard can
afford to only lose votes from
three Republican senators if all
Democrats oppose her nomi-
nation. Several GOP lawmak-
ers have refused to say how
they will vote. Echoing other
Republicans, Sen. Lindsey
Graham told NBC’s “Meet the
Press” over the weekend that he
needed to see how Gabbard
handled her confirmation hear-
ing, slated for Thursday, before
making a decision. Among the
top questions Graham wants
answered: “Why did you go to
Syria? What did you do regard-
ing Assad?” A key moment in
Gabbard’s eight-year stint on
Capitol Hill, the Assad sit-
down also provides insights
into the nominee’s worldview
and is emblematic of an
unorthodox and iconoclastic
approach to politics that has
fuelled her rise from progres-
sive favourite to one of Trump’s
most vocal defenders in the
2024 campaign. 
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The world has been wit-
nessing rapid technological

advancement, fundamental
demographic changes and var-
ious emerging issues, and these
developments require “pro-
active and bold steps” to pre-
pare humanity for the future, a
Saudi minister said on
Wednesday.
Saudi Arabia is “proud to host
this conference” as part of its
continuous efforts to play an
“active role” in global change,
Minister of Human Resources
and Social Development Eng.
Ahmed bin Sulaiman AlRajhi
said in his address at the sec-
ond edition of the Global
Labour Market Conference
(GLMC) here.
“We all united in our efforts to
discuss current challenges,
draw the future roadmap for
the labour market,” said
AlRajhi, who delivered the
opening remarks on behalf of
the King of Saudi Arabia at the
global conference being host-
ed at King Abdulaziz
International Conference
Centre (KAICC).

A group of participants from
over 100 countries, including
government leaders, experts,
innovators, and policymakers
are attending the conference.
“The world is witnessing rapid
technological advancement,
fundamental demographic
changes and emerging issues
such as climate adaptation.
These developments require
us to take proactive and bold
steps to prepare humanity for
the future,” the Saudi minister
said.
The GLMC, he said, is a cru-
cial hub for collaboration and
a global think-tank supporting
labour market research and
studies.
He asserted that “together we
will continue to work to pro-
vide positive transformation in
the global market”.
Recalling the first edition of the
conference held in December
2023, AlRajhi said this year “we
continue our journey and join
efforts to deal with contempo-
rary challenges facing labour
markets and explore ways to
address them”.
“Our vision remains clear and
our goals steadfast to work

together to build a flexible and
inclusive labour market that
can adapt to future challenges
and changes efficiently and
effectively,” he added.
The Saudi minister said: “We
aim to work together to harness
our vast and shared experiences
and expertise to address glob-
al challenges.”
Transforming them into oppor-
tunities, “we can all work
together” to ensure prosperity
for our economy, communities
and workforces, he underlined.
Citing case studies from coun-
tries like Germany, Singapore
and Kenya, the minister said
that on a global scale, “we are
witnessing the emergence of
various models that contribute
to the positive transformation
of the labour markets”. “These
models demonstrate that novel
solutions can be developed
and worked to create an opti-
mistic future for the labour
market.” “In this context, the
Kingdom is taking pioneering
steps under Vision 2030, to
empower the workforce and
stimulate transformation in
the labour market,” the Saudi
minister said.
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Rio de Janeiro (	��): The
Brazilian government Tuesday
said it will create a reception
centre for deported migrants
from the United States follow-
ing controversy over condi-
tions on a recent deportation
flight. President Luiz Inácio
Lula da Silva gave the green
light to establish a humanitar-
ian reception post at Confins,
a municipality in Minas Gerais
state, Brazil’s Minister of
Human Rights and Citizenship
Macaé Evaristo told journalists
in the capital Brasilia.
That decision was made
because of the possibility that
more flights will follow the
arrival of an initial flight to
Brazil under the new Trump
administration with 88 depor-
tees on board this weekend.
That followed dozens of flights
during the Biden administra-
tion. Local media reported
that government officials were
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disturbed by the fact that
Brazilians were kept hand-
cuffed after an unscheduled
stop in the Amazon’s biggest
city, Manaus, prompted by
technical problems with the
plane. A Brazilian military
plane brought them to their
destination, the city of Belo
Horizonte in Minas Gerais, on
Saturday afternoon. The next
day, Brazil’s Foreign Ministry
said in a statement that it was
seeking answers from
Washington regarding the
“degrading treatment” of
nationals during the recent
flight. It cited “the use of hand-
cuffs and chains, the poor
condition of the aircraft, with
a broken air conditioning sys-
tem, among other problems.”
The US Embassy declined to
comment and the US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agency didn’t
respond to an email request for
comment. 
It was unclear whether the 88
Brazilian deportees were taken
into custody during the tenure
of President Donald Trump,
who took office January 20, or
former President Joe Biden.
There have been almost four
dozen deportation flights from
the US to Brazil over the past
three years. 
Brazil has no desire to inter-

rupt them and held talks with
the American charge d’affaires
on Monday, according to a
government source with
knowledge of the matter. The
person spoke on condition of
anonymity because they
weren’t authorised to speak
publicly.
Brazil has permitted the use of
handcuffs in exceptional cir-
cumstances, but not indis-
criminately and there must be
an evaluation of risk, the per-
son said.
Authorities are looking into
how many were handcuffed.
There have been passenger
reports that the plane’s air
conditioning suffered prob-
lems, causing intense heat in
the cabin, and they exited
through the emergency door
upon landing in Manaus.
Commenting on the humani-
tarian centre, Evaristo said the
objective was to “ensure that
these passengers have good
conditions for water, food and
even temperature, which I
think was the most damaging
aspect” in the first flight. 
“We don’t want to provoke the
American government, but it’s
essential that deported
Brazilians are treated with dig-
nity,” Justice Minister Ricardo
Lewandowski said on 
Monday.

Seoul (pti): North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un inspected
a facility that produces nuclear
material and called for bolster-
ing the country’s nuclear fight-
ing capability, state media
reported on Wednesday, as the
North looks to increase pres-
sure on the United States fol-
lowing the inauguration of
President Donald Trump.
Kim’s visit suggests a continued
emphasis on an expansion of
North Korea’s nuclear arsenal,
though Trump has said he’s
willing to talk to Kim again to
revive diplomacy. Many ana-
lysts view North Korean
weapons moves as part of a
strategy to win sanctions relief
and political concessions from
the United States.
The official Korean Central
News Agency reported that
Kim visited the nuclear-mate-
rial production base and the
Nuclear Weapons Institute. It
didn’t say where those facilities
are located, but North Korean
photos of Kim’s visit indicated
that he likely visited a uranium-
enrichment facility that he
went to last September.
That visit was North Korea’s
first disclosure of a uranium-
enrichment facility since it
showed one to visiting
American scholars in 2010.
During the latest visit, Kim said
North Korea reported “amaz-
ing” results in its production of
nuclear material last year and
underlined the need to exceed
this year’s production goal to
strengthen “the nuclear shield
of the country”, according to
KCNA. Kim said that further
boosting the country’s nuclear
counteraction posture is “our
invariable noble task” to cope

with intensifying challenges
posed by “hostile forces”, an
apparent reference to the US
and South Korea.
The start of Trump’s second
term raises prospects for the
resumption of diplomacy
between the United States and
North Korea, as Trump met
Kim three times during his first
term. The Trump-Kim diplo-
macy  in 2018-19 fell apart due
to wrangling over US-led eco-
nomic sanctions on North
Korea, and Kim has since sig-
nificantly dialled up weapons
testing activities.
During a Fox News interview
broadcast on Thursday, Trump
called Kim “a smart guy” and
“not a religious zealot”. 
Asked whether he will reach
out to Kim again, Trump
replied, “I will, yeah.” North
Korea hasn’t yet directly
responded to Trump’s overture
as it continues its belligerent
rhetoric against the US along
with weapons testing activities.
Many experts say Kim could
eventually sit down for talks
with Trump and would likely
think he now has greater lever-
age than before because of his
enlarged nuclear arsenal and
deepening military ties with
Russia. 
On Sunday, North Korea said
it tested a cruise missile system,
its third known weapons dis-
play this year, and vowed “the
toughest” response to what it
called the escalation of US-
South Korean military drills.
North Korea views US military
training with South Korea as
invasion rehearsals, though
Washington and Seoul have
repeatedly said their drills are
defensive in nature. 
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Western officials warn Ukraine
over weapons dispute
PTI n KYIV

Western officials have
warned Ukraine that an

escalating rift between the
defence minister and procure-
ment chief may jeopardise trust
in the country and urged the
government to resolve the sit-
uation quickly so as not to dis-
rupt weapons supplies.
The conflict began last week
when the Defence Procurement
Agency’s board unanimously
voted to extend director
Maryna Bezrukova’s contract
for another year.
However, Defence Minister
Rustem Umerov overruled the
decision, refusing to renew her
contract. He accused her of
poor performance and failing to
deliver weapons and ammuni-
tion to front-line troops.
The decision provoked an out-
cry from lawmakers and anti-
corruption watchdogs who said
the minister’s move was illegal
because Bezrukova had her
contract extended by the
agency’s supervisory board in
January. They also came to
Bezrukova’s defence, saying she
has been instrumental in creat-
ing greater transparency and
reforms within the DPA, which
has long faced corruption alle-
gations.
Under Ukrainian law, Umerov’s
decision to go ahead with her
dismissal is illegal. The incident
comes at a politically sensitive

time for Ukraine as the coun-
try’s leadership is eagerly watch-
ing the Trump administration’s
next moves, and as Ukrainian
troops continue to face chal-
lenges in holding the line in the
east amid fierce Russian attacks.
In a statement posted Monday
on social media platform X, the
ambassadors representing
Group of Seven nations urged
the government to resolve the
situation “expeditiously and
focus on keeping defense pro-
curement going”.
“Consistency with good gover-
nance principles and NATO
recommendations is important
to maintain the trust of the pub-
lic and international partners,”

they said.
Following Umerov’s decision,
the Anti-Corruption Action
Centre filed a complaint urging
the National Anti-Corruption
Bureau (NABU) to investigate
him for alleged abuse of power.
Local media reported that
NABU opened proceedings
against Umerov at the Anti-
Corruption Action Centre’s
request. Anastasiia Radina, a
lawmaker and head of the
Committee on Anti-
Corruption Policy, called for
Umerov’s dismissal, a decision
that ultimately will fall to
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
“What I see as a parliamentar-

ian and as an observer is that his
actions do not strengthen the
agency and its independence.
And that is just unacceptable for
a country at war,” she told The
Associated Press.
Meanwhile, Russia and Ukraine
exchanged drone barrages
overnight in an attempt to
strike deeper into their enemy’s
territory. The Russian military
said Wednesday it intercepted
and destroyed 104 Ukrainian
drones over nine Russian
regions in one of the biggest
drone attacks on Russia this
year. No casualties or significant
damage was reported.
Ukraine’s air force said Russia
launched 57 Shahed and other
drones overnight.
Moscow also attacked with
missiles overnight. In southern
Mykolaiv, a Russian ballistic
missile struck a food enterprise
Tuesday night, killing two
female workers, regional head
Vitalii Kim said. Odesa author-
ities said Russian drones
attacked port infrastructure in
the Ismail district of the region
that borders NATO member
RomaniaRomania’s Ministry of
National Defense said two F-16
fighter jets were dispatched at
3:20 a.m. to monitor airspace
for about two hours, and emer-
gency authorities issued text
alerts to some residents living
in Tulcea county, which is
across the Danube river near
Ukrainian ports.

A view shows a site of a Russian drone strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in
Odesa, Ukraine on Tuesday

Scholz’s challenger presents tough
migration plans, faces backlash
PTI n BERLIN

Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s main
challenger in Germany’s

upcoming election plans to put
proposals for a tougher migra-
tion policy to parliament on
Wednesday, a maneuver aimed
at piling pressure on the govern-
ing parties that has brought
accusations that he’s breaking
commitments to shun the far
right.
Opposition leader Friedrich
Merz put migration in the
focus of the campaign follow-
ing a knife attack a week ago in
the Bavarian city of
Aschaffenburg by a rejected
asylum-seeker, which left a
man and a 2-year-old boy dead.
Germans will vote for a new
parliament on February 23
after Scholz’s three-party gov-
erning coalition collapsed. Polls
show Merz’s mainstream cen-
tre-right Union bloc in the
lead with around 30 per cent
support, the far-right
Alternative for Germany sec-
ond with about 20 per cent, and
Scholz’s center-left Social
Democrats and the environ-
mentalist Greens further back. 
Migration was already a signif-
icant election issue alongside
Germany’s struggling economy.
Merz’s aim appears to be to
make the Union look decisive
in seeking a tougher approach,
which also has been a central
call of Alternative for Germany,

or AfD, while making Scholz
and the Greens look weak. It’s
uncertain whether the move
will bolster his position. 
Merz said last week that if he

becomes chancellor, he would
order the Interior Ministry
immediately to control all
Germany’s borders permanent-
ly and “turn back all attempts
at illegal entry without excep-
tion”, including by asylum-
seekers.
He said that people who are
supposed to leave the country
must no longer be let go if
picked up by police. The con-
servative leader, who may well
have to form a coalition with

centre-left parties to become
chancellor, insisted that “com-
promises are no longer possi-
ble”.
He then announced that he
would bring motions including
those pledges to parliament
this week, “independently of
who approves them” — in other
words, regardless of whether
they need AfD’s support to
gain a majority. 
Wednesday’s expected votes
are on non-binding motions,
which would send a political
signal, but not change German
law. On Friday, proposed legis-
lation from the Union on less
drastic changes to migration
rules is set to go to a vote.  The
Social Democrats and Greens,
the parties in the remaining
minority government, argue
that Merz’s calls to turn back
people at the border on a large
scale are incompatible with
German and European Union
law.They plan to oppose his
motions Wednesday, but they
could pass with support from a
combination of opposition par-
ties, including AfD.  They
accuse Merz of breaking long-
standing promises not to work
directly or indirectly with AfD,
which has long urged other par-
ties to abandon their “firewall”
against it.  Merz insists that his
position remains unchanged
— his party won’t approve any
AfD motion, go into govern-
ment or work with it, or nego-

tiate on any motions with it.
And he argues that his aim is to
gain support in the political
center. The Aschaffenburg
attack followed knife attacks in
Mannheim and in Solingen
last year in which the suspects
were immigrants from
Afghanistan and Syria, respec-
tively — in the latter case, also
a rejected asylum-seeker who
was supposed to have been sent
to Bulgaria, where he first
entered the EU.In last month’s
Christmas market attack in
Magdeburg, the suspect is a
Saudi doctor who had come to
various regional authorities’
attention in the past.Merz says
Germany has had a “misguid-
ed asylum and immigration
policy” for a decade — since
Angela Merkel, a chancellor
from his own party, allowed
large numbers of migrants into
the country.The outgoing gov-
ernment says much changed
already. It instituted temporary
controls on all of Germany’s
borders.  It says it has tightened
many laws, for instance to ease
deportations, and points to a
yet-to-be-implemented agree-
ment on revamped EU migra-
tion rules. Authorities say
229,751 people applied for asy-
lum in Germany last year, a 30
per cent decrease from the
previous year. There were
18,384 deportations in the year’s
first 11 months, compared with
16,430 in all of 2023. 

Opposition leader Friedrich Merz 

Taliban govt relocates family
members of banned TTP 
PTIn ISLAMABAD

Afghanistan’s interim Taliban government
has relocated some family members of the

banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
from border regions to other parts of the coun-
try, in an effort to placate Pakistan’s growing
anger.
A senior Pakistani official confirmed the
development on Tuesday but emphasised the
move was too little to address the country’s
long-standing concerns, the Express Tribune
newspaper reported.
It is believed that the latest move by the Afghan
Taliban came after the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) nudged the Kabul administration to
address Pakistan’s concerns over the terrorist
hideouts, the paper said.
Taliban’s acting interior minister, Sirajuddin
Haqqani, along with the Taliban intelligence
chief recently travelled to the UAE and held
talks with the Gulf country’s leadership. Ahead
of their visit, a Pakistani delegation also visit-
ed the Gulf country as part of efforts to address
the issue of TTP, the paper said. There was no
official confirmation from either side about the
development and potential role being played

by the UAE to ease tensions between the two
countries.
However, the Pakistani official acknowledged
the role of UAE and Qatar to broker some kind
of path forward on the issue of TTP, the paper
said.
The official said certain family members of the
TTP, mostly women and children, were relo-
cated from border areas of Pakistan to other
areas of Afghanistan.
However, the official made it clear that the
Taliban government made similar arrange-
ments in the past with little impact. Given the
fact that only members of the TTP were relo-
cated and not the fighters, this would have lit-
tle impact on the ground.Moreover, the offi-
cial said that the process of relocation of TTP
from border areas was to be completed a long
time ago, but it was painstakingly
slow.According to some estimates, there are
between 6,000 to 8,000 terrorists of TTP oper-
ating from Afghanistan. Besides, another
20,000 family members have taken refugees
across the border.In view of this large number,
the relocation of a few hundred family mem-
bers of the TTP was not the answer to Pakistan’s
demand, according to another official.
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NTPC ROLLS OUT STATE-OF-ART CO2 BATTERY AT
NTPC KUDGI 

NEW DELHI: NTPC Ltd, India's largest integrated power utility,
announces the launch of CO2 battery energy storage
technology, a significant milestone in its journey towards
sustainable and innovative energy solutions.

SRM INSTITUTE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT STUDENTS
EXPERIENCE THAI CULINARY EXPERIENCE

KATTANKULATHUR: The SRM
Institute of Hotel Management
(SRM IHM) hosted a curated Thai
culinary experience in
collaboration with the Thai
Consulate. The event was a
vibrant celebration of Thailand's
rich culinary heritage.

COAL INDIA RANKED AMONG INDIA'S TOP 50 BEST
WORKPLACES

RAIPUR: Coal India Limited (CIL) has been recognised as one of
India's Top 50 Best Workplaces in Manufacturing 2025 by Great
Place to Work. This prestigious recognition underscores CIL's
commitment to cultivating a culture of trust, pride, and
camaraderie, while providing a supportive and empowering
environment for its workforce.

SECL'S OBR CROSSES 246 MCUM, SETS PACE FOR
FUTURE GROWTH

BILASPUR: South Eastern
Coalfields Limited (SECL)'s
overburden removal (OBR) has
crossed 246 million cubic meters
(MCuM), achieving 103 per cent of
its pro-rata target and recording a
4.2 per cent increase compared to
the same period last year. 

GNDU PROFESSOR SELECTED AS EDITOR OF INDIAN
JOURNAL OF TEACHER EDUCATION

AMRITSAR: Vice chancellor
Prof Karamjeet Singh
congratulated Prof Amit Kauts,
Department of Education, Guru
Nanak Dev University for being
selected as Editor of Indian
Journal of Teacher Education. 

COURSES AND INTERNSHIPS NEEDED TO BOOST
EMPLOYABILITY

AMRITSAR: Prof Karamjeet
Singh, Vice Chancellor,
expressed pride in the
achievements of student-
athletes and encouraged them
to continue striving for
excellence during Sports
Trophies Award Function of
Guru Nanak Dev University. 

INBRIEF

PTIn NEW DELHI 

The government on
Wednesday approved Rs

16,300-crore National Critical
Mineral Mission (NCMM),
envisaging a total outlay of
`34,300 crore spread over seven
years, with an aim to achieve
self-reliance and accelerate
India's journey towards green
energy transition.
According a release by the
mines ministry, public sector
enterprises are expected to
contribute `18,000 crore to the
mission, which aims at
promoting exploration of
critical minerals within the
country and at offshore
locations.
Critical minerals such as
copper, lithium, nickel, cobalt
and rare earth are essential raw
materials required to fuel the
growth of rapidly-growing

clean energy technologies and
their expanding uses ranging
from wind turbines and
electricity networks to electric
vehicles and battery
manufacturing. 
Demand for these minerals is

growing with clean energy
transitions gathering
momentum worldwide.
Briefing the media after the
Cabinet meeting, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the

mission aims to reduce the
dependence on import of
critical minerals and ensure
self-reliance.
"This mission is of `16,300
crore," he said, adding that 24
critical minerals have been

identified.
Stating that the critical minerals
are essential for the economy,
the minister said that major
objectives of this mission are to
increase exploration, reduce
import dependence, acquire
mineral blocks overseas,
develop technologies for
processing of critical minerals
and recyle the minerals.
A comprehensive plan, he said,
is made in this mission.
"The Union Cabinet, chaired by
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has approved the launch
of the NCMM with an
expenditure of `16,300 crore
and expected investment of `
18,000 crore by PSUs, etc," the
ministry said.
The NCMM will encompass all
stages of the value chain,
including mineral exploration,
mining, beneficiation,
processing, and recovery from
end-of-life products.

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a

three per cent increase in the
procurement price for ethanol
made from C-heavy molasses
to `57.97 per litre for the 2024-
25 supply year, while keeping
rates unchanged for other
feedstocks.
The price increase, aimed at
boosting ethanol production
from sugar industry by-
products, comes as India
pushes to meet its accelerated
target of 20 per cent ethanol
blending in petrol by 2025-26.
Prices for ethanol produced
from B-heavy molasses and
sugarcane juice/ sugar/ sugar
syrup remain unchanged at
`60.73 and `65.61 per litre,
respectively.
The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
told reporters that C-heavy
molasses contains very little
sugar content compared to
other sugarcane feedstock.
"The more we encourage C-
heavy molasses for ethanol
production, it will be beneficial
for both farmers and
environment," he said.
Public sector Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) will

procure ethanol at the revised
rates during the ongoing 2024-
25 supply year (November-
October) under the
government's Ethanol Blended
Petrol (EBP) programme.
The government said in a
statement that the three per
cent price increase for C-heavy
molasses ethanol aims to
ensure sufficient availability to
meet increased blending
targets. 
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Adani Group firm Ambuja
Cements Ltd (ACL) on

Wednesday reported a
consolidated net profit of
`2,620.09 crore for the third
quarter ended December
2024.
The company had reported a
net profit of `1,090.73 crore a
year ago, according to a
regulatory filing by ACL.
Its consolidated revenue from
operations was `8,415.31
crore during the December
2024 quarter. It was `8,052.42
crore in the year-ago period.
The country's second-largest
cement manufacturer's
consolidated sales volume
stood at 16.5 million tonnes
during the quarter.
This is the "highest-ever
cement sales volume in a
quarter," Ambuja Cements
said in its earnings statement.
The consolidated financial
results of Ambuja Cements
for the December quarter are
not comparable due to the
acquisition of several
companies, including
Gujarat-based Sanghi
Industries, Hyderabad-based
Penna Industries, and Tamil
Nadu-based MY Home
Industries, whose results are
included in it. 
Besides, its subsidiary ACC
acquired Asian Concretes
and Cements Ltd.
"Accordingly, the results for
the current quarter and nine
months ended December 31,
2024, are not comparable
with quarter and nine months
ended December 31, 2023, to
that extent," it said.
ACL's total expenses in the
December quarter were
`8,347.68 crore. 
The total Income of ACL,
which includes other income,

was `10,680.80 crore in the
third quarter.
The consolidated results of
Ambuja Cements include the
financial performance of its
step-down firm ACC Ltd, in
which, it owns around 51 per
cent stake, along with Sanghi
Industries and Penna
Industries.
On a standalone basis,
Ambuja Cements reported a
profit after tax of `1,758.03
crore in the December
quarter. It was ` 513.68 crore
in the year-ago quarter.
Its standalone revenue from
operations was `4,850.02
crore in the third quarter of
FY25.
On a standalone basis, its
sales volume of Cement and
Clinker was 10.1 MT.
Its Whole Time Director and
CEO Ajay Kapur said ACL is
entering into new territories
with a focus on innovation,
digitisation, customer
satisfaction, and ESG. 
"Our strategic acquisitions
have significantly increased
our capacity and market
presence. This will be dove-
tailed with our ongoing
expansion projects,
delivering exceptional value
for our stakeholders and
propelling us towards
achieving over 104 MTPA
capacity by Q4 FY25 and 118
MTPA by FY26," he said.
With the expansion of Sindri,
Farakka and Sankrail
grinding units in the
advanced stage and
completion of the Orient
Cements transaction,
operational capacities will
reach 104 MTPA by Q4 FY25,
the company said.
It has added 631 million
metric tonnes of new
limestone reserves in Q3
FY25. 
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In its quest to curb power
theft, the leading power

utility Tata Power Delhi
Distribution Limited (Tata
Power-DDL) supplying
electricity to a populace of
around nine million in
North and North West
Delhi, has secured
convictions in 17 electricity
theft cases from April 2024
till Jan 2025. 
Since 2007 till date Special
electricity courts have
convicted total 78 accused in
electricity theft and imposed
heavy fine under section 135
of Electricity Act 2003. 
"To combat the issue of
power theft, Tata Power-
DDL filed criminal cases
against offenders in the
Special Electricity Court
Rohini. Noticing the severity
and merit of these cases, the
Court has passed
convictions and Tata Power-
DDL embraces the
judgement reiterating its

unwavering commitment to
curb electricity theft. 
The company urges all
citizens to refrain from
engaging in illegal activities
and encourages them to
report any instances of
electricity theft for
safeguarding interest of
general public", Tata Power
said in a statement. 
Commenting on the
development, Tata Power
emphasised upon team's
dedication towards
eradicating electricity theft,
bringing the perpetrators to
justice and upholding the
integrity for customer
services, thereby reinforcing
the vision for a sustainable
energy future. 
"These actions not only
ensure a stable power supply,
but also reflect Tata Power-
DDL's dedication to
providing a sustainable and
affordable electricity to our
customers and supporting
the overall community
development. 

PTI n MUMBAI

Stock market benchmark
indices - Sensex and Nifty -

surged nearly one per cent on
Wednesday, buoyed by a rally
in IT, capital goods and
industrial stocks amid a firm
trend in global markets.
However, unabated selling by
foreign investors ahead of the
Union Budget kept market
sentiment extremely cautious,
traders said. 
The 30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex jumped 631.55 points
or 0.83 per cent to settle at
76,532.96. During the day, it
jumped 698.32 points or 0.92
per cent to 76,599.73.
As many as 2,978 stocks
advanced while 1,011 declined
and 93 remained unchanged
on the BSE. The NSE Nifty
soared 205.85 points or 0.90
per cent to 23,163.10.
"The Indian market has
demonstrated resilience in
anticipation of the upcoming
Union Budget, with
expectations of measures,
aimed at stimulating
consumption and job creation.

Investors are now focusing on
the upcoming Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting, with general
expectations that the Fed will
maintain its current hawkish
stance," Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.
From the 30-share blue-chip
pack, Zomato jumped nearly
seven per cent. Tata Motors,
Infosys, UltraTech Cement,
Tech Mahindra, Mahindra &
Mahindra and Bajaj Finance
were the other major gainers.
In contrast, ITC Hotels, Bharti
Airtel, Maruti, Asian Paints
and ITC were among the
laggards. The BSE smallcap
gauge surged 3.28 per cent and
the midcap index rallied 2.54
per cent.
"Most key sectors contributed
to the recovery. However, the
highlight of the session was
the strong rebound in broader
indices. Looking ahead,
market participants will react
to the US Fed meeting
outcome in early Thursday
trades, followed by the focus
shifting to the January

derivatives expiry," Ajit Mishra
- SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said. Among BSE
sectoral indices, realty jumped
3.10 per cent, industrials (2.94
per cent), capital goods (2.70
per cent), IT (2.65 per cent),
BSE Focused IT (2.63 per
cent), commodities (2.30 per
cent) and healthcare (2.20 per
cent). FMCG emerged as the
only laggard.
In Asian markets, Seoul and
Tokyo settled in the positive
territory. Markets in Shanghai
and Hong Kong were closed
due to holidays. European
markets were trading mostly
in the green. US markets
ended higher on Tuesday.
"India VIX has seen a surge
from 13 to 19 levels in the last
five weeks and rising volatility
created swings with negative
bias in the market.
"Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) Long Short
Ratio is now at around 20 per
cent, which is near the lower
part of the range, but selling
from FIIs in the cash market is
the real cause of concern to get
the market stability. Overall

lower FIIs Index Long Short
ratio indicates light position
by foreign market players,"
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services said in a note. FIIs
offloaded equities worth
`4,920.69 crore on Tuesday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.93 per cent to
USD 76.77 a barrel.
"Having lost around three per
cent of its value so far in the
month, Nifty looks on track to
end January on a negative note
to mark the fourth consecutive
month of correction - an
exceptionally rare occurrence
that hasn't been reported in
the last 23 years. 
"US Fed action, a slew of
reforms in the budget and
liquidity easing by the central
bank will set the tone for the
markets in the coming 2-3
months. The FII's have been
sellers almost to the tune of
USD one billion even in
January," Jaykrishna Gandhi,
Head - Business Development,
Institutional Equities, Emkay
Global Financial Services,
said.

PTInMUMBAI

The rupee pared its initial
losses and settled for the day

on a positive note, higher by
one paisa to close at 86.56
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Wednesday,
supported by positive domestic
markets, while a strong US
dollar and a recovery in crude
oil prices capped sharp gains.
Forex traders said the US dollar
gained on expectations of a no
rate cut by the Fed in its Federal
Open Market Committee
(FOMC) decision. Besides,
global risk sentiments were
dampened amid tariff threats
by the US President Donald
Trump, they said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened on
a weak note at 86.58, and
during the day touched a high
of 86.49 and a low of 86.61
against the American currency.

The local unit settled on a
positive note at 86.56
(provisional), registering a rise
of one paisa over its previous
close.
On Tuesday, the rupee
depreciated 26 paise to close at
86.57 against the US dollar.
"We expect the rupee to trade
with negative bias on
underlying strength in the US
dollar and persistent foreign

fund outflows. Importer
demand for dollars towards the
end of the month and
uncertainty over tariffs by the
US administration may further
pressure the rupee," Anuj
Choudhary, Research Analyst
at Mirae Asset Sharekhan said.
"However, any central bank
intervention may support the
rupee. Investors may remain
cautious ahead of the FOMC

meeting outcome. RBI's
announcement of the OMO
may also support the rupee at
lower levels," Choudhary
added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.23 per
cent higher at 108.11.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.98 per cent to
USD 76.73 per barrel in futures
trade.
In the domestic equity market,
the 30-share BSE Sensex settled
631.55 points, or 0.83 per cent,
up at 76,532.96 points, while
the Nifty rose 205.85 points, or
0.9 per cent, to close at
23,163.10 points.
Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth `4,920.69 crore in the
capital markets on net basis
on Tuesday, according to
exchange data.

Centre greenlights `34,300 Crore
National Critical Minerals Mission 

Cabinet raises procurement price
of C-heavy molasses ethanol 

Ambuja Cements reports Q3
net profit of `2,620 Crore PTI n NEW DELHI 

ITC Hotels, the new entity
after the demerger of the

hotels business of diversified
conglomerate ITC Ltd that
listed on the stock exchanges
on Wednesday -said it plans to
expand its portfolio to over
200 hotels over the next five
years.
At present, ITC Hotels
operates a bouquet of over 140
properties with over 13,000
keys in more than 90
locations.
The new pure play hospitality
company said it will continue
to pursue its asset-right
strategy to expand its
footprint across India and in
proximal markets.
"Debuting with a zero-debt
balance sheet and a cash/cash
equivalents of `1,500 crore to
cater to planned growth and
contingency requirements,
ITCHL is now listed for
trading on the stock
exchanges," ITC Hotels said.
ITC Ltd retains a 40 per cent
stake in ITCHL, while the
remaining 60 per cent is
distributed among existing
shareholders.
"This strategic share-holding
structure positions ITCHL to

deliver long-term value to all
stakeholders while
accelerating its independent
growth trajectory," ITC Hotels
said.
Speaking at the listing
programme at the NSE, ITC
Hotels Ltd Chairman Sanjiv
Puri said, "Today is indeed a
landmark moment in ITC's
journey. Listing of ITC Hotels
marks not just a new chapter
for the ITC Group's
hospitality business but a bold
step forward in our
commitment to creating
enduring value for all
stakeholders. 
“As ITC Hotels embarks on

this new journey, it is
committed to achieving new
global benchmarks in
hospitality while staying
rooted in its vision of
sustainability and inclusivity.” 
ITC Hotels Ltd Managing
Director Anil Chadha said,
"We aim to be a global leader
in Indian hospitality driven by
our core ethos of customer
centricity, high performance
and steadfast commitment to
sustainability."
ITC Hotels Ltd has a portfolio
through six brands -ITC
Hotels and Mementos in the
luxury space, Welcomhotel in
upper upscale, Storii in

boutique premium
experiential segment, Fortune
in midscale, and
WelcomHeritage in heritage
leisure.
"Today, ITC Hotels operates a
bouquet of over 140
properties with over 13,000
keys in over 90 locations. It
plans to expand its portfolio
to over 200 hotels with over
18,000 keys over the next five
years, with approximately
2/3rds salience of managed
properties," it stated.
It has launched 30 hotels
within 24 months recently (as
on December 31, 2024), and
has a robust target of adding at
least one hotel a month on an
average over the next 24
months, it added. 
The stock listed at `188 on the
BSE, while on the NSE it
began the trade at `180. Later
the stock declined five per
cent to `178.60 on the BSE. At
the NSE, it went lower by
three per cent to `172. The
firm's market valuation stood
at `39,126.02 crore.
Demerger of ITC's hotel
business came into effect on
January 1, 2025, with January
6 fixed as the record date. The
move separated ITC Hotels
from the parent entity.

Tata Power-DDL
secures 17 convictions
in electricity theft cases

ITC Hotels lists on bourses

Sensex, Nifty jump nearly one per cent driven by IT stocks

Rupee rises one paisa against US dollar SEBI cancels registration
of four stock brokers
PTI n NEW DELHI 

Markets regulator,
Securities and Exchange

Board of India (SEBI), on
Wednesday cancelled the
registration of four stock
brokers - Single Window
Securities, Sunness Capital
India, GACM Technologies
and Infotech Portfolio - after
they failed to meet the
registration requirements.
The main reason for
cancelling the registration
certificate of these entities is to
prevent them from misusing
their SEBI registration without
being a member of a
recognised stock exchange, on
unaware investors, the
regulator said in four separate
orders.
Despite the cancellation of
their registration, these

entities remain liable for any
actions they took or failed to
take as stock brokers. They are
also responsible for paying any
outstanding fees, dues, and
interest owed to SEBI, it
added.
In its orders, SEBI said that
four stock brokers were
granted registrations subject to
certain conditions, including
the condition that they
continue to be members of a
recognised stock exchange.
Considering these entities are
no longer members of any
stock exchange, SEBI noted
that these entities no longer
meet the conditions required
for holding a stock broker
registration under the Broker
Regulations 1992, which
stipulates that stock brokers
must be members of
recognised stock exchanges.
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PTI n GENEVA

Manchester City and
Paris Saint-Germain
each faces a shocking

early exit from the
Champions League for ,the
first time in more than a
decade when the final round
of games Wednesday decide
the new 36-team standings.
When the 18 games kick off
at the same time, 9 pm
Central European Time
(2000 GMT), to complete the
inaugural league-phase
format, Man City is outside
the top-24 places that
advance to the knockout
stage and 22nd-place PSG
risks dropping out.
Man City must beat Club
Brugge at home to rise safely
from 25th place. A draw for
PSG at 24th-place Stuttgart
should be enough for both
teams — barring a freakish
big win for Dinamo Zagreb
over AC Milan to take the
tiebreaker on goal difference
among teams that end on 11
points.

A PSG loss in Germany risks
ending a run of 12 straight
years playing in the knockout
stage.
The final-day jeopardy also
was unexpected for Man City,
the Champions League
winner two years ago, which
let a two-goal lead slip in a 4-
2 loss at PSG last week. 
The English Premier League
champion advanced 11 years
in a row from the old group
stage since going winless in
the 2012-13 edition.
It is the kind of scenario
Champions League organiser
UEFA hoped for when
approving the new format
under severe pressure from
storied clubs who demanded
more lucrative games and
more of them against high-
end opponents.
Those same influential clubs
-- including the super-
wealthy state-backed pair of
Man City and PSG - hardly
imagined they would miss
out on the knockout phase
that brings global brand-
building attention and tens of

millions of euros in extra
prize money from UEFA.
Real Madrid had to play just

13 games to win the
Champions League last
season, and now faces playing

17 to retain the title.
Madrid is 16th in the
standings before going to play

unheralded Brest after losing
three of its seven games,
including on its previous trip

to France against Lille.
The record 15-time European
champion can still rise to a
top-8 finish — earning direct
entry to the round of 16 in
March — by beating 13th-
place Brest, though needs
other results to go its way.
Teams that finish from ninth
to 24th enter Friday’s draw
for the two-leg knockout
playoffs played on back-to-
back midweeks in February.
That shapes as an unwanted
burden in the congested
calendar for teams also
chasing domestic titles,
rather than bonus games to
earn more revenue.
Bundesliga leader Bayern
Munich is in 15th place, also
on 12 points with Madrid,
before hosting Slovan
Bratislava, which has been
overmatched losing seven
straight games.
A 15-point tally, with a strong
goal difference, could be
enough to take eighth place
currently held by Bayer
Leverkusen, which heads a
group of six teams on 13

points. Leverkusen hosts
already eliminated Sparta
Prague.
Bayern and Madrid can be
helped by the tough schedule
for teams ahead in the
standings: Atalanta in
seventh goes to Barcelona,
10th-place Monaco is at Inter
Milan, while Lille and
Feyenoord — 12th vs 11th —
cannot both reach 15 points.
League-leading Liverpool has
let most star players skip the
trip to 19th-place PSV
Eindhoven because it is one
of the few teams with
certainty.
Seven wins guaranteed
Liverpool a top-two seeding
in the tennis-like bracket for
the knockout rounds. That
draw will be made Feb. 21
after the playoffs round,
setting up pairings through to
the May 31 final in Munich. 
Only Liverpool and
Barcelona have already sealed
their top-8 places, though
Arsenal and Inter — both on
16 points — likely will join
them.

PTI n CHENNAI

Chennaiyin FC will aim to
notch up their first win in

seven games when they host
Kerala Blasters in their Indian
Super League (ISL) match here
on Thursday.
Chennaiyin are currently 10th
in the points table with 18
points from as many matches,
having won four games and
drawn six. 
Kerala Blasters, on the other
hand, are placed eighth with 21
points from 18 matches, with
six wins and three draws. The
Kochi-based side are aiming to
enter the top-six in the table.
TG Purushothaman’s side are
looking to complete a league
double over Chennaiyin for the
second time in ISL history
(also in 2021-22), having won
the reverse fixture 3-0 on
November 24 last.
However, Chennaiyin FC have
never lost a home game against
Kerala Blasters in ISL history,
including a 1-0 victory in their

most recent meeting in
Chennai (February 16, 2024). 
Chennaiyin have not tasted
victory in their last five
matches, drawing thrice and
losing twice. Kerala Blasters,
on the other hand, have
emerged victorious in two
games, lost an equal number of
encounters, and been defeated
once in the preceding five
matches heading into
Thursday’s game. 
Both the sides have six games
left to produce positive results
that could potentially take
them into the playoffs
positions, and their current
situations are such that they
cannot afford to concede an

inch in this neck-to-neck battle
for the top-six.
Chennaiyin FC head coach
Owen Coyle said that his team
needs to maximise points from
home matches. 
“We have to capitalise on our
home games. We have got
some good results against
some good teams, but it is
about working hard together,
which the boys are doing,” he
said. 
Kerala Blasters FC interim
head coach TG
Purushothaman hoped that his
team will create more goal-
scoring opportunities. 
“In the last match, we didn’t
create enough scoring chances.
We have to overcome
everything as a team and I
hope to rectify this in the next
match,” he said.
The two teams have faced each
other 23 times in the ISL, with
Chennaiyin FC and Kerala
Blasters FC winning seven
games each. Nine matches
have produced draws. 

PTI n WIJK AAN ZEE

World Champion D
Gukesh crashed

through the defenses of
compatriot Leon Luke
Mendonca in the ninth
round to jump into sole lead
at the Tata Steel Master here.
On a day when R
Praggnanandhaa lost his
first game against Dutch GM
Anish Giri, veteran P
Harikrishna also found
himself under the spotlight,
falling to Russian-turned-
Slovenian Vladimir
Fedoseev.
“I’m happy that I played a
good game today and there
are still four rounds left so
I’m not thinking much about
the standings. I’m just happy
as to how I am playing,”
Gukesh said after his game.
With the win, Gukesh took
his tally to 6.5 points out of a
possible nine and a half
points ahead of Uzbek
Nodirbek Abdusattorov and
Russian turned Slovenian
Fedoseev, who are both on 6
points. 

Praggnanadhaa on 5.5
points shares the fourth spot
and it remains to be seen if
things are going to get better
for the Indian.
Results round 9 Masters:
Anish Giri (Ned, 4.5) beat R
Praggnanandhaa (Ind, 5.5);
D Gukesh (Ind, 6.5) beat
Leon Luke Mendonca (Ind,
2.5); Vladimir Fedoseev
(Slo, 6) beat P Harikrishna
(4); Jorden van Foreest (Ned,
3.5) drew with Max
Warmerdam (3.5); Wei Yi
(Chn, 5) drew with Arjun
Erigaisi (Ind, 2.5); Alexey
Sarana (Srb, 5) drew with
Vincent Keymer (Ger, 3.5);
Fabiano Caruana (Usa, 5)
drew with Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (Uzb, 6). 

PTI n AHMEDABAD

Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh are set for a

high-stakes clash as they
battle for the final
quarterfinal spot from Elite
Group B during their final
Ranji Trophy league game,
starting here on Thursday.
Group B leaders Vidarbha (34
points) have already sealed
their place in the knockouts
after a stunning 221-run
comeback win against
Rajasthan in the previous
round.
Now, all eyes are on Gujarat
(26 points) and Himachal
Pradesh (21 points). They are
the two teams that remain in
contention to join Vidarbha
in the last eight.
Meanwhile, Hyderabad (16
points), Rajasthan (16),
Uttarakhand (10), Andhra
(7), and Puducherry (3) are
out of the reckoning.
Himachal Pradesh have
struggled with consistency all

season and must regroup after
a crushing innings-and-43-
run defeat to lowly-placed
Hyderabad, which dented
their knockout hopes. The
Rishi Dhawan-led side paid
the price for an overtly
aggressive approach.
Left-handed batter Ankit
Kalsi, who struck an unbeaten
double century earlier in the
season, has been Himachal’s
standout performer with 549
runs in six matches. The onus
will be on him and the top

order to deliver in this must-
win clash.
Gujarat, on the other hand,
will enter the match
brimming with confidence
after a dominant innings-
and-28-run victory over
Uttarakhand.
Left-arm spinner Siddharth
Desai was the star of Gujarat’s
win, registering sensational
figures of 9 for 36 -- the best
by any Gujarat player in first-
class cricket. 
He was well-supported by

Rinkesh Vaghela (3/63) and
Vishal Jayswal (3/71), and the
team will be banking on a
similar effort, especially in the
absence of spinner Ravi
Bishnoi, who remains on
national duty for the T20I
series against England.
Meanwhile, two-time
champions Vidarbha have
already locked their
quarterfinal berth and will
advance as the top-ranked
team from Group B,
regardless of the final league-
round results. They take on
Hyderabad in Nagpur in their
final league engagement.
Middle-order batter Yash
Rathod (583 runs) and
skipper Akshay Wadkar (517)
have been Vidarbha’s key
contributors with the bat,
while 22-year-old all-rounder
Harsh Dubey has impressed
with the ball. 
Dubey is the leading wicket-
taker this season, having
claimed 47 scalps at an
outstanding average of 14.55. 

PTI n GALLE

Steve Smith scored his
10,000th test run to put him

in elite cricket company and
Australia was 145-2 after
winning the toss and batting
Wednesday in the first test
against Sri Lanka.
Smith needed only one run
Wednesday to achieve the
milestone, and he was 2 not out
at lunch along with opener
Usman Khawaja, who was
unbeaten on 65. Smith was on
9,999 career test runs when he
was dismissed in the fifth
Australia-India test in Sydney
earlier this month.
Smith became the 15th player
in test cricket, and fourth
Australian, to score 10,000 runs
in a career. He brought up the
milestone on his first delivery,
skipping down the wicket and
punching a single to mid-on.
Ricky Ponting (13,378), Allan
Border (11,174), and Steve
Waugh (10,927) are the other
Australian batters to have
scored 10,000 runs in a test
career. Sachin Tendulkar is the
leading all-time test scorer with
15,921 runs.

Earlier Khawaja and Travis
Head made the most of spin-
friendly conditions in Galle,
crafting half-centuries.
On a surface expected to favor
the spinners, Australia’s batters
countered with positive intent,
regularly finding the boundary
and forcing Sri Lanka to spread
the field. Head, in particular,
was in a punishing mood,
reaching his half-century in
just 35 balls, leaving Sri Lanka
scrambling for answers. 
Khawaja, in contrast, adopted a
more measured approach,
playing with patience while
rotating the strike. The duo
stitched together a
commanding 92-run opening

stand before Head fell for 57,
caught at long-on off Prabath
Jayasuriya. 
Sri Lanka struck again when
Marnus Labuschagne departed
for 20, courtesy of a sharp catch
at slip by Dhananjaya de Silva,
handing leg-spinner Jeffrey
Vandersay his first wicket of the
match.
Smith is captaining the
Australian side in the absence
of Pat Cummins, who is on
paternity leave. Australia
recently won a five-test series
against India in Australia
which qualified it for the World
Test Championship final
against South Africa at Lord’s in
June.

PTI n MELBOURNE

Cricketer Firooza Amiri
says her team will

“represent millions of women
in Afghanistan who are
denied their rights” when the
side reunites after more than
three years for an exhibition
game in Australia on
Thursday. 
An Afghanistan Women’s XI
will play a Cricket Without
Borders XI in the match at
Melbourne’s Junction Oval. It
will bring together 21 female
players who were formerly
contracted by the Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB) before
the Taliban regime re-took
control in August 2021.
Since fleeing Afghanistan, the
women cricketers. Banned
from playing in their home
country, have been based in
Canberra and Melbourne and

playing for various club teams
in local competitions.
Amiri and Nahida Sapan, who
will captain the Afghanistan
Women’s XI, thanked the
Australian government and
Cricket Australia for their
support in promoting
women’s sport.
“It’s very special for all of us to
get back together after three
years, leaving everything and
losing everything back home
in Afghanistan and come
together again,” Amiri said
this week.
Amiri was forced to flee her
home country when the
Taliban took control. She and
her family first traveled to
Pakistan and then were
evacuated to Australia.
“I also want to express deepest
gratitude for everyone who
support us. Your support
means the world to us,” Sapan

said. “Together we are
building not just a team. We
are building a movement for
change and improvement.
“This is a very historic
moment for all of Afghan
women. This match can open
doors for Afghan women for
education, sport and our
future.”
Sapan told the BBC in 2023
that her family received death
threats from government
officials after the Taliban re-
took power. The threatening
messages included: “If we find
you, we will not let you live.”
Cricket Australia chief
executive Nick Hockley
praised the resilience of the
players. He said it was a
powerful moment when they
were presented with their
team shirts for the exhibition
match.
“To see their playing shirts for

the first time with their names
and numbers on the back, you
can see how much it means to
them,” Hockley said. “I’m just
inspired by their resilience,
their love for the game.”
Hockley said CA would
continue to “advocate” for

change at a global level
through discussions with the
International Cricket Council
(ICC). He said Thursday’s
game represented an
important first step.
“This match shines the light
on the fact that in places

around the world, not every
woman and girl has the
chance to play,” Hockley said.
“We continue to advocate at
the ICC and continue to
engage with the ACB
(Afghanistan Cricket Board).
“It’s such a complex situation.
It’s bigger than cricket.”
Under Taliban rule, the
Afghanistan Cricket Board
cannot field a national
women’s team because the
country’s laws forbid women
from playing sport, studying
and medical education, moves
that have been criticized by
world groups including the
International Criminal Court. 
Afghanistan is a full member
of the ICC and a condition of
that status should require it to
have a women’s side.
England and Australia are
refusing to participate in
direct series against

Afghanistan in protest, but
continue to play against it in
ICC events, such as next
month’s Champions Trophy
global event in Pakistan.
England cricket captain Jos
Buttler said last week that his
side should not boycott a
match against the Afghanistan
men’s team when they are
scheduled to play in the
Champions Trophy on Feb. 26
in Lahore. South Africa’s sport
minister, however, has urged
the Proteas to boycott their
match against Afghanistan in
the same tournament.
Asked why Australia was
prepared to play a men’s game
against Afghanistan in an ICC
event, but not in a bilateral
series, Hockley said CA was
“duty-bound” to play all its
scheduled fixtures at ICC
events. “We’re really trying to
do everything we can in our

power to make a difference,”
Hockley said. 
“We’ve played Afghanistan in
other ICC events. You have to
draw a line somewhere and I
think we’ve made our stance
pretty clear.”
Mohammad Nabi and Rashid
Khan from Afghanistan’s
men’s national cricket team
have posted support of
women’s education on social
media after the Taliban closed
training institutes for nursing
and midwives.
Hockley said he hoped
Thursday’s match, the format
for which was not announced,
would become an annual one
and that it would “promote
lots of conversations.”
“You need moments like this
to prompt real change. The
first piece is awareness,”
Hockley said. “Hopefully this
game just raises awareness.

PTI n RAJKOT

England skipper Jos Buttler
sees veteran leg-spinner

Adil Rashid as the team’s most
important player in the T20
setup after his special skills
were on display in the third
match against India here.
Rashid put up a masterclass of
leg-spin to help England pull
one back in the five-match
series. He varied his pace
beautifully and got the ball to
turn a lot more than all other
spinners in operation on
Tuesday night.
The India batters were not
even looking for boundaries
against Rashid who ended up
with figures of one for 15 in
four overs. He applied the
choke in the middle overs
alongside Jamie Overton and
got rid of in-form Tilak
Varma with a peach of a
delivery.
Even in Chennai during the
second T20I, Rashid
conceded less than four runs
per over.
Following the 26-run win,
Buttler couldn’t gush enough
about the 36-year-old, who
has been playing T20
Internationals since 2009.
“He’s the most important
player for us, and he always
just seems to keep getting
better. He’s got so many
different styles of bowling,
he’s got so much variety.
“One of his great skills is that
the first couple of balls he
bowls, he seems to work out
exactly how he needs to bowl
on that wicket, and yeah, he’s
an absolute trump card to
have as a captain, so yeah, he’s
been brilliant the last couple
of games,” said Buttler in his
post-match press conference.
England had the Indian
batters under the pump even
in the previous game but
Varma’s individual brilliance
got the home team over the

line.
The visitors were even
sharper with the ball on
Tuesday and were able to
defend 171 comfortably.
Besides Rashid, pacer
Overton also kept the batters
quiet with his variations.
Yeah, it’s the beauty of being
an all-rounder, isn’t it? He
(Overton) missed out tonight
with the bat, but still impacts
the game so much with the
ball, so yeah, we know he’ll
come good, he’s been playing
great for a while now, and he’s
a really dangerous hitter with
the ball. 
“...So the more he’s out here as
well, exposed to these
conditions, he’s just going to
improve all the time, and as I
say, guys who can affect the
game in all three facets are
gold dust,” Buttler, who also
praised another all-rounder
Brydon Carse.
Still trailing 1-2 in the five-
match series, Buttler thinks
his team is moving in the
right direction.
“I just love the way the guys
played there, and Livy (Liam
Livingstong with his five
sixes) really taking it on in
sixes, and credit to Rash
(Rashid) and Woody (Mark
Wood) as well, putting on 20-
odd for the last wicket, got us
up to a really good score. 
“So, I think from the first ball
of the match, the wicket
probably looked a bit different
than everyone thought it
might play, so to have 170 on
the board was a really good
score.”
Buttler added that his men
will continue to be aggressive
with both bat and ball.
“Really happy with the sort of
style that we’re trying to play,
and continuing to be
aggressive, and taking our
shots on with the bat, and
then absolutely with the ball,”
he said. 

Manchester City, PSG face early exit from Champions League

Rashid is the most important
player for us: Jos Buttler

Smith scores his 10,000th test run

Afghanistan women cricketers reunite for a match after three years 

Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh to
battle for Ranji Trophy QF spot

Chennaiyin FC target for
first win in seven games 

Gukesh beats Mendonca to
jump into lead at Tata Masters
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PTI n BENGALURU

KL Rahul’s net session is
all about

meticulousness. Right from
picking his gears out of a
nattily packed kitbag to
facing bowlers, his every
movement is measured.
There was no exception at
the KSCA (B) grounds here
on Wednesday as he readied
himself for Karnataka’s
crucial Ranji Trophy match
against Haryana. 
During the 40-minute nets,
Rahul never looked hurried
against throw-downs, pace
or spin, and even found time
to sign some autographs and
pose for a couple of selfies
with the waiting fans.
But the zero theatrics
masked the enormity the
next month holds in his
career that has entered its
second decade.
The cycle starts from
Wednesday at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, as

big runs from his willow will
make the job easier for
Karnataka in their last
league match of Elite Group
C. 
Despite the difference in
formats and quality, a
critical role in guiding
Karnataka to the knockouts
will give a fillip to him ahead
of the three-match ODI
series against England,
beginning on February 6
before leaving for Dubai for
the ICC Champions Trophy. 
While Rahul is set to bat at
No. 3 for Karnataka in his
first competitive outing post
the tour to Australia, the
right-hander might occupy
the No. 5 slot for India in the
one-dayers.
It’s the position that
mandates batting in the
middle passage to the
business end of the innings. 
Overall, he has brilliant
numbers at No. 5 — 1259
runs from 30 innings at an
average of 57.2 with two

hundreds and nine fifties,
his best figures across the
batting positions.
Now, batting at that position
in India and in Dubai will
require him to negate
spinners and Cricket 21
metrics show favourable
stats. 
Rahul averages 47.6 at a
strike-rate of 89 against leg-
arm spinners (381 runs in 31
innings), while he makes

runs at 53.9 against off-
spinners at an average of
47.6 — 377 runs from 35
innings. 
In the Champions Trophy,
Rahul will come up against a
plethora of quality left-arm
spinners from Bangladesh
and New Zealand such as
Mitchell Santner. 
The 32-year-old has
excellent figures against the
orthodox variety — 342

from 29 innings at an
average of 68.4 and made
runs at a strike-rate of 95. 
It also means that Rahul will
have to play late, opposite to
what he had done in
Australia while standing a
bit outside the crease to
negate the swing. 
The Karnataka man will
have to bring out his cuts
and drives more often
during those upcoming
assignments. 
Coming from the city of GR
Viswanath and Rahul
Dravid, it’s not quite
surprising then that Rahul
has immense success with
square cuts against spin —
12.1 per cent of his 2851
runs have come through that
shot. 
The drives — cover and off
— have accounted for 10.7
per cent runs each while
runs through the on-drive is
a close fourth on the list with
10.2 per cent. 
It was then of little wonder

that Rahul asked the
Karnataka throw down
specialist and spinner
Hardik Raj to keep the line
outside the off-stump, as he
played a few withering cuts
and flowing drives off them. 
However, if the ongoing
T20Is can be taken as a
portend, the England
bowlers will not shy away
from using a few snorters
against him. 
But pull is his most
productive shot against pace
as 15.9 per cent of his runs
have come through it while
getting out seven times, and
he strikes at 164 while
playing that particular shot.
So, there was some focus on
it too during the nets. 
Now, the Ranji Trophy
match here will give Rahul a
chance to further perfect
those shots against a
relatively less intense
opponent and atmosphere
before travelling into a tough
summer. 

PTI n DUBAI

Talented India batter Tilak
Varma climbed one spot to
second, while mystery spinner

Varun Chakravarthy made a
massive leap of 25 places to break
into the top five in the latest ICC
men’s T20I rankings released on
Wednesday.
Varma now sits just behind Travis
Head in the batters’ list, with the
Australian maintaining a 23-point
lead at the top.
The young Indian left-hander has
been in sublime form, posting
scores of 19 not out, 72 not out, and
18 in India’s ongoing T20I series
against England.
With two matches remaining in the
series, Varma has a chance to
overtake Head and become the
youngest-ever player to top the
rankings -- a record currently held
by Babar Azam, who reached No. 1
at the age of 23 years and 105 days.
Varma’s current rating of 832 points
is the fourth-highest ever achieved
by an Indian batter in T20I history,
behind only Suryakumar Yadav,
Virat Kohli, and KL Rahul.
India’s Abhishek Sharma also made

significant strides, jumping 59
places to 40th, while England’s Liam
Livingstone (up five spots to 32nd)

and Ben Duckett (up 28 places to
68th) were the biggest gainers from
the visiting team.

Chakravarthy’s rise
Chakravarthy’s magical 5/24 in
India’s 26-run loss in the third T20I

propelled him to top five in the
T20I bowling rankings.
Meanwhile, fellow spinner Axar
Patel moved up five places to 11th,
just outside the top 10.
England’s Adil Rashid has
reclaimed the No. 1 spot among
T20I bowlers.
Rashid first claimed the top
position at the end of 2023 and held
it for much of last year until West
Indies’ Akeal Hosein briefly
surpassed him before Christmas.
Bumrah continues to dominate
Test rankings
India’s pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah remains the top-ranked
Test bowler following his
sensational performances in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
Australia.
His dominance across formats also
earned him the prestigious Sir
Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC
Men’s Cricketer of the Year 2024.
Among Test all-rounders, West
Indies’ Jomel Warrican has climbed
to 24th, while Pakistan’s
Mohammad Rizwan moved up two
places to 15th in the Test batters’
rankings, which continue to be led
by England’s Joe Root. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Renowned Jamaican
athletics coach Jerry Lee

Holness, who has mentored
the likes of multiple Olympics
and World Championships
gold medallist sprinters
Elaine Thompson and Nesta
Carter, has taken charge of the
Indian women’s 400m team
ahead of some high-profile
events coming up this year.
Holness, a highly-
experienced and much
travelled coach, joined the
National Centre of Excellence
(NCoE) at the Lakshmibai
National College of Physical
Education in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
on Monday.
“Holness has joined at NCoE
Thiruvananthapuram. He is a
highly experienced World
Athletics Level 5 coach. He
has coached some of the best
in Jamaica including Olympic
and World Championships
medallists,” Indian athletics
chief coach Radhakrishnan
Nair told PTI.
“He will take charge of the
Indian women’s 400m and
400m hurdles team which is
currently based in
Thiruvananthapuram,” he
added.
Holness’ tenure will be up to
2026 initially and can be
extended after an evaluation
of his performance.
He will be coaching the likes
of Hima Das, Subha
Venkatesan Rupal, Kiran
Pahal and Vithya Ramraj at

L N C P E
Thiruvananthapuram.
The 65-year-old Jamaican
replaced Stashuk Valerii who
was Indian women’s 400m and
400m hurdles coach till the
Paris Olympics.
“Since the Indian women’s 400
team did not do well in the
Paris Olympics, SAI did not
want to renew his contract.
Valerii has left after the Paris
Olympics, so SAI wanted a
new coach,” Nair said from
Thiruvananthapuram.
“We have important
assignments this year like the
Asian Championships, World
Relays and World
Championships, so Holness
coming in will be a big boost,”
he added.
Holness joining the Indian
athletics set-up came just days
after the hiring of Russian
legend Sergey Makarov
Aleksandrovich as javelin
coach. It is, however, learnt
that double Olympic medallist
javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra
will primarily train with his
own coach Jan �elezný, a
three-time Olympic gold
medallist and world record
holder in javelin throw.
Holness was part of the
coaching staff of his country
during the Paris Olympics. As
track and field head coach at
the famous Manchester High
School at Mandeville in
Jamaica, Holness has guided
top athletes like Elaine
Thompson, Nesta Carter,
Sherone Simpson and Natoya
Goule.

PTI n KARACHI

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) insists that the

National Stadium here will be
ready to host matches of the
upcoming Champions
Trophy despite mounting
concerns around the venue’s
preparedness for the marquee
event starting February 19.
Pakistan’s respected leading
english daily ‘Dawn’ on
Wednesday carried a story
which stated that “it seems
absolutely impossible to
contemplate the renovation
work being completed within
the deadline, but the
personnel handed the
responsibility are beaming
with confidence.”
“The board would either be

hero or zero for taking up
such a mammoth task,” the
newspaper commented.
Although PCB Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi inspected the
Rawalpindi stadium on
Tuesday and assured that the
Champions Trophy would be
held as planned, it seems
unlikely that the Board would
get control of the renovated
venues in Lahore, Karachi
and Rawalpindi by the
January 31 deadline.
The other upcoming major
international matches at
these venues include the four-
match tri-series with New
Zealand and South Africa
from February 8 to 14 with
the first two games in Lahore
and then two matches,
including the final, in
Karachi.
“Look, the stadiums will be in
a shape to host matches but

the question is the PCB has
promised everyone a world-
class experience at these
renovated venues for the Tri-
series and Champions Trophy
and whether they can deliver
on that promise remains to be
seen,” a source, who is
following the construction
work, said. 
Bilal Chohan, the man
responsible for the
renovation work, is
reportedly complaining
about not getting required
equipment and clearances on
time to complete the work in
Karachi.
The panels to be installed on
the new building were to be
released from the Karachi
Port only on Sunday night,
with its installation scheduled
for the next morning.
“These are the kind of things
we are dealing with, but
sometimes it’s sad to see
people bashing us,” Chohan
complained.
The PCB has spent around
PKR 12 billion on renovation,
constructions and
installation of equipment at
all three venues in Lahore
and Karachi.
Tickets have already gone on
sale but until the PCB
announces they have
possession of the new-look
stadiums, concerns will
remain.
On Tuesday, ICC CEO Geoff
Allardice resigned with a
board member of the world
body indicating that his
failure to give a clear picture
of Pakistan’s preparedness
was among the reasons for his
departure. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Virat Kohli’s magnetic
presence has not only lifted

the profile of Ranji Trophy but
also the Delhi team’s sagging
spirits as it eyes a winning end to
an otherwise listless campaign in
the final group D game against
Railways starting here on
Thursday.
Interestingly, Railways (17 points
from six games) have more than
a fair shot at making the knock-
out stages if they beat Delhi with
bonus points and take their tally
to 24.
Delhi (14 from six games) only
have mathematical impossibility
to rely upon but the 10,000 odd
crowd expected to watch isn’t
bothered about the results.
Tamil Nadu (25 points from six

games), Chandigarh (19 from six
games) and Saurashtra (18 from
six games) are in a better
position compared to these two
teams in terms of probability of
qualification.
If Delhi bowl first, the turnout is
not going to exceed 3000 but in
case Delhi is batting first, the
crowd would prefer a Sanat
Sangwan or Arpit Rana to get out
quickly and make way for Kohli.
But what would happen if the
‘King’ gets out early? For starters,
Ranji Trophy will go back to
being ‘Ranji Trophy’ with four-
five journalists and 200 odd
spectators taking interest in the
proceedings. 
Such has been the interest level
in Kohli’s comeback that the
Feroz Shah Kotla ground will
have broadcasters joining the

festivities gearing up for the live
stream of the match, which is the
star batter’s first Ranji outing in

12 years and three months.
“I have played against Virat
bhaiyya in the IPL. It is an

honour that in back to back
matches I have now led Rishabh
and Virat bhaiyya,” Delhi skipper
Ayush Badoni told reporters on
the eve of the game.
It is expected that Kohli will
come in place of left-hander
Jonty Sidhu, whose form has
tapered off in past few games as
he didn’t get enough chances.
The skipper would be vacating
his own batting slot so that Kohli
can bat at his usual position.
“He will bat at No. 4. He has told
us to be positive and express
ourselves confidently,” Badoni
said.
Kohli wouldn’t mind getting a
big one before the Champions
Trophy which actually solves his
purpose of playing this particular
game.
While the BCCI has made it

mandatory for all players to turn
up in Ranji Trophy, the result of
this particular game will have no
bearing on whether Kohli will be
picked in the Indian team after
the Champions Trophy. 
The Kotla track has a greenish
tinge to it and Badoni indicated
that they will play an extra pacer
looking at the conditions.
Money Grewal looks set for a
comeback in the playing XI as he
provides extra pace. One of the
two left-arm spinners among
Sumit Mathur and Harsh Tyagi
will be cooling his heels.
The Railways team has always
been a banana peel for Delhi
with their battle-hardened
domestic pros always bringing
their A game to the fore.
Karn Sharma had made his Test
debut at Adelaide under Kohli 11

years back, incidentally the same
game where the legend led India
in red ball cricket for the first
time.
There is keeper-batter Upendra
Yadav, who till a year back was in
India A scheme of things and is
considered more than a decent
batter.
There is B Vivek Singh, an
attacking left-handed opener and
handy medium pace bowler.
In the pace department,
Himanshu Sangwan is their
strike bowler and if he can get
that outside edge of Kohli’s bat, it
will be one for posterity.
Even the Railways team seemed
to be smitten by Kohli as some of
their players were seen taking
selfies on the first day of training
with the megastar of Indian
cricket. 

PTI n MUMBAI

Young Mumbai all-rounder
Suryansh Shedge, who

was picked by Punjab Kings
in the IPL mega auction, is
eager to carry forward his
chemistry with skipper
Shreyas Iyer as he gears up for
his maiden IPL season.
The 22-year-old has already
shown his finishing prowess
in domestic cricket, playing a
crucial role in Mumbai’s Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy triumph
under Iyer’s captaincy.
In the final, he smashed an
unbeaten 36 off just 15 balls
and also contributed with the
ball, taking 1/32, earning the
Player of the Match award in
their five-wicket win over
Madhya Pradesh.
Shedge, who made his senior
Mumbai debut this season,
believes Iyer’s presence will
help him settle in quickly at
Punjab Kings.
“If you track the record of
Punjab Kings over the past

few years, they always invest
in new talent, and they scout
the domestic circuit closely,”
he stated in a release.
“I am really excited to be a
part of the franchise. Shreyas
bhaiya being the Captain
makes it easier because he is a
familiar face.”
He is particularly excited
about working under
legendary Australian
cricketer Ricky Ponting.
“Ricky Ponting is a legend. He

is beyond words. After
retirement, he gave back to
cricket and has been
constantly involved with the
community.
“He has been a part of IPL for
many years – so he knows ins
and outs. Aussies are known
for their fearless attitude and
that’s what he personifies. We
are hopeful that under his
guidance, we will lift the
trophy this year,” 
Shedge will also reunite with

his Mumbai teammate
Musheer Khan at Punjab
Kings as both were picked by
their base price of Rs 30 lakh.
On the second day of the IPL
mega auction, the all-rounder
was on a bus to the team hotel
after a training session when
he began streaming the
auctions on his phone.
“I saw Musheer Khan’s name
and knew I would be coming
up shortly. Punjab Kings
bought him, so I was really
excited,” he said.
“I was just about to call him,
but my name appeared, so I
stopped. Punjab Kings raised
the paddle, and we all
celebrated on the bus. The
first call I received was from
Musheer, as we both will play
for the same team.”
After a call with his parents,
Shedge was congratulated by
his Mumbai teammates,
including Iyer, at the dining
table, and he was dubbed
‘Punjab da Munda’ by his
Mumbai teammates. 
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