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Officials blame
incident on huge
rush for dip at
Sangam, breaking
of barricades

MANISH SAHU &
MAULSHREE SETH
PRAYAGRAJ, JANUARY 29

AT LEAST 30 people died and 60
were injured in a pre-dawn
stampede Wednesday at the
Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj where
hundreds of thousands gathered
to take a dip at the Sangam.

The incident took place
shortly after 1.30 am as people
headed towards the Sangam
Nose —it's the strip of land at the
confluence of the Ganga,
Yamuna and the muythical
Saraswati — for a ritual bath on
the day of Mauni Amavasya
which is considered auspicious.

The dead and injured were
taken to medical facilities on the
Maha Kumbh grounds and to
hospitals in the city. Following
the incident, the snans (ritual
bath) were halted — these re-
sumed in the afternoon. Officials
estimated that 10 crore people
had taken a dip in the waters by
evening,.

Officials blamed the incident
on the heavy rush towards the
Sangam Nose and the breaking
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Jagwanti lost her mother and sister-in-law in the stampede on Wednesday. Chitral Khambhati

On Maha Kumbh's big day, at least
30 killed, 60 injured in stampede

Opp targets Centre, UP:
Mismanagement, VVIP
culture led to tragedy

LALMANIVERMA &
SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

WITHIN HOURS of the stampede
at the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj,
leaders of Opposition parties tar-
geted the Centre and the Yogi
Adityanath government in Uttar
Pradesh, alleging that “misman-
agement” and “VIP culture” led
to the mishap and deaths.
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi blamed the “VIP culture”
for the incident and said it

should be curbed and the gov-
ernment “should make better
arrangements to meet the needs
of common devotees”.
“Mismanagement and the
administration’s special focus on
VIP movement, instead of com-
mon devotees, are responsible
for this tragic incident,” he said.
SP chief and former UP Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav sug-
gested that the management
and administration of the
Kumbh should be handed over
to the Army to restore trust
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

DAY OF GRIEF AND PANIC — AND OFFICIAL SILENCE

‘We screamed, nobody listened...
people just walked over others’

CHITRALKHAMBHATI,
MAULSHREE SETH &
ANAND MOHANJ
PRAYAGRAJ, BHOPAL,
JANUARY 29

IT'S AFTER 9 pm — a day of chaos
since daybreak, marked by panic
and grief, is winding down.
Outside the morgue of the
Motilal Nehru Medical College in
Prayagraj, there are relatives still
looking for their loved ones who
have gone missing but this is

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Finding ‘D K Boss’: In Jamtara, how
police cracked cyber crime network
R

HIMANSHU HARSH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

WHILE INVESTIGATING a case of
cyber fraud in mid-December
2024, IPS officer Raghvendra
Sharma, the ASP of Jamtara dis-
trict in Jharkhand, stumbled
upon a name that piqued his in-
terest - “DK Boss”.

“I remember noticing the
same name on another case,” he
recalled.

Justaweek earlier, in another
seemingly unconnected case of

Police with some of those
arrested in the case. Express

cybercrime, police had detained
asuspect whose questioning re-

vealed that his modus operandi
was distributing malicious
Android package kits (APKs) that
are used to install apps designed
to steal data.

When ASP Sharma exam-
ined the suspect’s phone and
scrutinised his WhatsApp chats,
he found that these APKs were
sold to the man by someone
who went by the alias DK Boss.
“The seller's WhatsApp display
picture was just the words ‘DK
Boss’ written out, and the ac-
count description said ‘contact

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Outside the SRN Hospital mortuary in Prayagraj. Vishal Srivastav

It’s been Cong, ‘AAPda’
for 25 years, give BJP a
chance to serve: PM

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

WITH JUST days
to go for the Delhi
Assembly elec-
tions on February
5, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
on Wednesday
asked for an “op-
portunity to serve” the Capital's
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at arally in New Delhi
on Wednesday. Amit Mehra
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ALIND CHAUHAN
& VIDHATRIRAO
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CHINESE ARTIFICIAL Intelligence
(Al) start-up DeepSeek’s R1
model, which has disrupted the
tech sector, holds lessons for
India to develop the critical tech-
nology in cost-effective ways
and without massive computa-
tional resources, the nation's top
researchers told The Indian

Express.
e B

“With the launch of the R1
model, India could do a
Mangalyaan in Al,” said Gautam
Shroff, Professor at IIIT-Delhi and
former senior vice-president of
Tata Consultancy Services and its
head of research.

Researchers are of the view
that although the US and China
lead the Al race, India can cer-
tainly catch up. “With the right
focus, India can positionitself as
a strong contender in the global
Al ecosystem. The open-sourc-
ing of DeepSeek models is creat-
ing a ripple effect, triggering
global competition and collabo-
ration. India should embrace this
momentum,” said Mayank

Vatsa, professor of Computer
Science at IIT-Jodhpur.

Like Shroff of [IIT-Delhi, Vatsa,
who works on biometrics and

computer vision, said India needs
to follow the template set by
Indian  Space  Research
Organisation (ISRO) to usher in

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

major Al advancements. “In the
early days of India’s space pro-
gram, we were considered out-
siders — so much so that cartoons
ridiculed our perceived deficien-
cies in space technology. Yet
ISRO’s journey has proven other-
wise, transforming India into a
global leader in this domain
through cost-effective, innova-
tive methods that encouraged
self-reliance and delivered wide-
ranging social impact,” he said.
These same principles, Vatsa
felt, could be applied to Al amidst
the race to develop the technol-
ogy. “We managed to reach Mars
at a fraction of the cost of the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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16-page form to priest
certificate; Uttarakhand
UCC rules for live-in

a
AISWARYARAJ = Setting
& APURVAVISHWANATH o
DEHRADUN, NEW DELHI, 5 Stagefor
JANUARY 29 ™ ® others
A 16-PAGE form that needs to be WHILE UTTARAKHAND
filled, Aadhaar-linked OTP, regis- became the first state to
tration fee, a certificate fromare- bringina UCC, itis likely
ligious leader that the couple s el- to be a template for oth-

ers. Home Minister Amit
Shah had told Parliament
that every BJP-ruled state
would implement a UCC.
Regulation of live-in rela-
tionships raises questions
of privacy and liberty.

igible to marry if they sowish, and
details of previous relationships
— these are among the rules pre-
scribed by the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment for registration of live-
inrelationships under its Uniform
Civil Code.

The UCC Act, which was
passed by the state Assembly in
February 2024, makes it manda-
tory for couples to register with
the government, both while ini-

tiating and terminating a live-in
relationship. Failure to register
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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e ‘We screamed, nobody listened’

now a thinning crowd. Compared
to the rush throughout the day of
uncertainty and despair as scores
made frenetic rounds of city hos-
pitals - including this one.

Roads were blocked, key
routes to the city were barricaded,
most requests forinformation ran
into walls of official silence.
Indeed, for much of the day, there
was no word on the number of
dead, just official calls to keep
calm, not pay heed to rumours.

In this Maha Kumbh, where
every detail has been framed as a
poster of state efficiency, where
everything was counted and is
countable - from the number of
special trains down to a head-
count, every two hours, of those
who took adip - when it came to
the dead and injured, the count
took its time.

This even as the devotees ran
from hospital pillar to official post.
“My sister Renu, 35, is missing,”
Ajay Kumar Yadav told The Indian
Express. Standing outside the
morgue, Yadav,in his 30sand ana-
tive of Uttar Pradesh’s Pratapgarh,
looked more and more anxious as
the day progressed.

“Mly sisters, including Renu,
went to the Sangam Tuesday but
the rest of them are safe.Iwent to
another hospital (Swaroop Rani
Nehru Hospital) twice and asked
the police to make announce-
ments but they asked me to wait
inthe queue,” he said.

“They are not saying how
many dead bodies they have re-
ceived. Don't they have thedata?”
asked anagitated Manish Pandey,
whois also searching for his sister,
Vibha Malik Tripathi.

Data was in stark abundance
at the sprawling grounds of the
Maha Kumbh: torn sandals, cloth-
ing, backpacks, water bottles, per-
sonal belongings of those caught
inthe stampede. Police personnel
tried to maintain some order,
forming human chains and shout-
ing instructions over loudspeak-
ers.

There were varying accounts
of what had transpired. Some eye-
witnesses said there wasa sudden
swell of the crowd on the road
leading to the “Sangam Nose,” the
triangular landmass considered
the spot of the Sangam or where
the Ganga, Yamuna and the myth-
ical Saraswati merge.

Some eyewitnesses claimed
three of the four gates leading to
this ghat were closed, leading
devotees to crowd near the only
one that was open. A video doing
the rounds of many phones at the
site showed part of abarricade be-
ing pushed open by the crowd as
hapless security personnel watch
a section of the crowd flow out, a
trickle turning into a gush.

"There was a scuffle, a
(wooden) barrier broke, and
many people died and several
were injured,” said 60-year-old
Beri Devi, whose husband is
among those missing. “I went to
the Mela hospital first, and they
sent me to the mortuary.”

Others talked of chaos near
Pillar No. 147, close to the site of
the stampede. Jayprakash Soni,
whowas waiting at the mortuary
for the body of his 65-year-old
mother, said there was a sudden
surge in the crowd.

“Around 1-1:30am, the crowd
started running here and there
and there was no policeman in
sight. People started falling and
others kept walking on them,”
Soni said. His father and children
escaped the crush, he said, but not
his mother. “The crowd came and
she got trampled.”

Devki Rajput, who walked
from the mela site to the Swaroop
Rani NehruHospital tolook for her
missing aunt, said: “Twenty of us
were together when we went for

our bath at around 12:30 am.
Then the crowd started to swell.
Within minutes, I lost my aunt...
The situation was such that we
didn’t think any one of us would
survive.”

Basdev Sharma came from
Sultanpur in Uttar Pradesh with
his family. He said they had pro-
ceeded for their bath with their
belongings, their money carefully
tucked away.

“There was suddenly a mas-
sive crowd,” Basdev said, his voice
trembling. “One of my family
members was crushed. We had
taken our dip and were returning
when we saw her lying uncon-
scious... People just walked all
over her. No one even stopped.”
She suffered multiple injuries to
her chest and legs.

Ram Prasad Yadav, also from
Sultanpur, said he found himself
gasping for breath as the crowds
around him swelled. “I was mak-
ing my way towards the river
when suddenly, I felt myself
falling. .. Beforel could get up, the
crowd was walking over me.”

Ram Prasad was among the
lucky ones, he has had minor in-
juries. However, his 65-year-old
mother was left severely injured.
“We had to call an ambulance to
take her to the hospital,” he said.
“But now, we have no money. No
phone.ldon’teven know howwe
will return home.”

Om Prakash Yadav said his sis-
ter Reena had taken a dip last
night. "But then the crowd came,
and people just fell under. I didn’t
even know she was gone until
morning. They told me she was
Body Number 27."

Ballia-based Baljeet Singh,
who lost his wife, remembered
the crowd becoming a monstrous
force, pressing against them.
"There was noway we could save
ourselves," he said, his voice shak-
ing. "I felt my wife slip away from
my grasp. Another relative of
mine... 'm hearing they didn’t
make it either.

Jagwanti wept beside a body
bag, standing next to an ambu-
lance carrying her sister-in-law
Rita and mother Rampati. Her fa-
ther Dhanramraj survived with a
broken leg.

They had come in a group of
20 from Jaunpur, Jagwanti said.
"We begged the police tohelp us,”
she said, breaking down. "We
screamed, we cried, but nobody
listened. I thought we were all go-
ingtodie.”

She added that the police
could have done little. "They had
to run for their own lives... The
crowd kicked my bhabhi (sister-
in-law) to death. She has a small
child waiting for her back home."

Phool Chand Vishwakarma
lost his wife. "I got trapped for 30
minutes,” he said. "By the time |
made it out, | saw my wife lying.
She was gone."

At the ghat, Laxmi from
Chhatarpur, Bihar, grieved alone
for her husband, Hakum, refusing
to speak to anyone.

At nightfall, a group of four
people, all from Karnataka, were
huddled together back at the
morgue in deep mourning.
Outside, medics were piling four
bodies into two waiting ambu-
lances that will now be taken to
Delhi and flown back to
Bengaluru.

Among the deceased was the
husband of Kanchan Koparde.
“We were at the Kumbh and were
about to go take a dip when,
around 1-1.30am, acrush of peo-
ple came straight towards us. My
husband, a friend, and two more
acquaintances were caughtin the
stampede and there was no space
to run,” she said, fighting back
tears, before she boarded a wait-
ing ambulance.

Centre approves X3,027 cr for
disaster mitigation projects

New Delhi: A panel chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
has cleared33,027.86 crore for dis-
aster mitigation projects across
various states.

The committee, which alsoin-
cludes Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and the
Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog, ap-
proved projects for the 12 most
drought-prone states at a total
cost 0f 2,022.16 crore, with the
central share being 1,200 crore.

The 12 states are Andhra

Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana and Uttar
Pradesh.

Additionally, the committee
approved a mitigation project fo-
cused on lightning safety in 10
states, with a total outlay of
%186.78 crore. The states covered
are Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Meghalaya, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal. ENS
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On Maha Kumbh'’s big day, at least
30 killed, 60 injured in stampede

of barricades on the route meant
for akharas headed for the Amrit
Snan.

Witnesses said the stampede
took place when a crowd going to-
wards the Sangam ran into those
on their way back. Other wit-
nesses said barricades along the
route meant for the akharas were
felled as people charged towards
the Sangam Nose.

Vaibhav Krishna, DIG Maha
Kumbh, said, “Thirty people have
died out of which 25 have been
identified. Sixty have been in-
jured.”

Chief  Minister  Yogi
Adityanath, who broke down
while condoling the deaths, an-
nounced the formation of a probe
committee.

“All these incidents are

heartrending and alesson as well.
Butwe need to find the root cause
of theincident... The government
has decided to conduct a judicial
inquiry. We have formed a three-
member judicial commission,
comprising Allahabad High Court
Justice (retired ) Harsh Kumar, for-
mer DG VK Guptaand retired IAS
officer DK Singh,” he said. He also
announced an ex gratia of Rs 25
lakh each for the kin of the dead.

Earlier in the day, the Chief
Minister had urged devotees not
toinsistontakingadiponlyatthe
Sangam Nose. He said several
temporary ghats had been pre-
pared for this.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called the incident “ex-
tremely sad” and said, “My deep-
est condolences to the devotees

who have lost their loved ones in
this. Along with this, Iwish for the
speedy recovery of all the injured.
The local administration is en-
gaged in helping the victims in
every possible way. In thisregard,
I have spoken to Chief Minister
Yogiji and I am in constant touch
with the state government.”

Ballia resident Baljeet Singh,
whose wife died in the stampede,
told The Indian Express: “It was
around 1:30 at night. We were
about 50 metres from the Sangam
Nose when suddenly a huge
crowd came towards us from the
Sangam Nose end. Both crowds
overlapped. There was no place to
runor hide.Iheld on to my wifeas
longasIcould but people stepped
onme,and the crowd dragged me
away.”

e Mismanagement, VVIP culture led to tragedy: Opp

among the devotees and the
sants. “Those who are making tall
claims of world-class arrange-
ments at the Maha Kumbh...
should take moral responsibility
for the deaths and should resign
from their positions,” Yadav said,
calling for stepped-up surveil-
lance from the air.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge also blamed
“VIP movement”, “half-baked
arrangements” and “attention to
self-promotion rather than man-
agement and mismanagement”
for the incident.

UP Congress president Ajay
Rai said the state government
was “busy in taking care of VIPs”
and “destroyed” the arrange-
ments. “This incident is a failure
of the government. The VIP sys-
tem is all around. .. There are no
arrangements for ordinary devo-
tees,” Rai said.

Ujjwal Raman Singh,
Congress MP from Allahabad, de-
manded an inquiry led by a sit-
ting judge of the Supreme Court
into the incident.

Singh said he was in Prayagraj
but the administration was not
letting him visit the hospitals and
the area where the stampede
took place.

“We had expressed the appre-
hension much earlier that any-
thing could happen because of
the prevailing VIP culture, VIP
movements and incomplete
preparations at the Kumbh Mela,”
Singh said, alleging that the “en-

tire administration is working to
cover-up the incident”.

He claimed that the adminis-
tration was not letting people ac-
cess the pontoon bridges. “All the
pontoon bridges have been
closed ever since the visits of the
Home Minister and Chief
Minister. When I inquired with
officials, they said all pontoon
bridges will remain closed until
January 30. People are forced to
walkon footup to 20 km,” he said.

The CPI(M), while expressing
“shock and sorrow” over the inci-
dent and deaths, targeted the UP
government. “It completely ex-
poses the mismanagement of the
Yogi Adityanath-led BJP govern-
ment despite incurring huge ex-
penses. We express our condo-
lences to the bereaved families,”
the party said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut said the Kumbh Mela is not
an event but a matter of faith. “If
you call crores of people, whatare
the arrangements? Women are
having to sleep on the streets.
During Akhilesh Yadav’s tenure,
the arrangements at Kumbh were
the best. When Union Ministers
and VIPs visit, it puts pressure on
the system and the whole city has
to be shut down... the adminis-
tration is responsible for these
deaths,” Raut told reporters.

“More than Rs 10,000 crore
has been spent. Where did it go?
If there were arrangements, this
incident wouldn’t have hap-
pened. The BJP is marketing this

event,” he said.

Geeta Shashtri, SP MLA from
Soraon, an Assembly con-
stituency north of Prayagraj city,
said, “We are not allowed to visit
the spot, the hospitals. The Ganga
is nearly 4 km from my place but
Iam not allowed to visit. There are
CCTVs installed at all important
locations and the government
caninvestigate.”

Vijama Yadav, SP MLA from
Pratappur, said, “A woman from
my own constituency hasdied in
the stampede and [ can’t even
visither home due torestrictions
on our movements. The admin-
istration’s focus was on public-
ity...There was complete mis-
managementon the ground. The
result is this tragedy.”

Vachaspati, Apna Dal
(Sonelal) MLA from Bara, south of
Prayagraj city, said, “I run many
colleges and hundreds of teach-
ers are employed there. They
were at a bhandara we had or-
ganised at an ashram on the
Kumbh Mela grounds last night,
barely 100 metres from the
Sangam. Our teachers rushed
back without taking a holy dip
and told me that besides the re-
ported deaths, several were miss-
ing and injured. I visited the
Swaroop Rani Nehru Hospital
where around 15 injured were
being treated. I could not reach
the Sangam because we were not
allowed. The government was
very prompt... What has hap-
pened is a tragedy.”

e DeepSeek: Can do a Mangalyaan in Al say experts

developed nations. This is what
isneeded in Al as well, and with
the latest developments we
have a demonstration and even
a starting point,” Shroff said.
The R1 model released last
week has sent shock waves
across the world — the global
tech market has seen a shift,
DeepSeek's model overtook ri-
val ChatGPT to become the top-
rated free application on Apple's
App Store, and Silicon Valley gi-
ants are spooked. The little-
known company based in
Hangzhou has built an Almodel
which can match the perform-
ance of its cutting-edge
American rivals ata much lower
cost and with limited resources.
“DeepSeek’s models show
that necessity breeds innovation.
When you are denied some tech-
nology, you figure out a way
around it and do something

smarter. Some of the engineer-
ing is quite ingenious,” Shroff
said.

The R1 modelis said to have
been built with only around $6
million — OpenAl spent more
than $100 million to train its
GPT-4. DeepSeek’s model uses a
“mixture of experts” approach,
where multiple specialised sub-
models work together to answer
aquestion, instead of a single big
model managing everything.
Vatsa said, “This allows for better
performance and efficiency
compared to a single large
model. This approach has the
potential to democratise access
to advanced Al by reducing the
computational resources re-
quired, enabling researchers in
resource-constrained environ-
ments to participate more ac-
tively.”

However, researchers also

said it was important to wait
and watch how the model per-
forms in the coming days as it
has just been rolled out.Shroff
said, “The R1 model has beat the
benchmark tests. But you have
to see how they scale this for
hundreds of people and com-
mercialise. It is not just about
creating Al but also about serv-
ing half-a-billion people every
day."

The R1 model is not only
cost-effective but also consumes
less energy, according to
DeepSeek. Thousands of GPUs
used for training Al models are
housed in data centres, which
devour large amounts of energy
and water for cooling. In the US,
data centers consumed roughly
4.4% of electricity in 2023 but
are anticipated to use 6.7% to
12% of all power by 2028, ac-
cording to areport produced by

e Cong, ‘AAPda’ for 25 years, give BJP a chance: PM

residents, assuring that the BJP
would fulfill all its promises in a
time-bound manner.

Addressing arally in Ghonda
constituency of Northeast Delhi,
Modi also targeted AAP chief
Arvind Kejriwal for alleging that
Haryana was “poisoning” Delhi's
water supply. One of the eight
seats won by the BJPin the 2020
polls, Ghonda has a mixed pop-
ulation of Haryanvis, ]ats,
Purvanchalis and Uttarakhandis.

“Afraid of losing the elections,
the ‘AAPda’ people are so flustered
that they are levelling serious al-
legations against the people of
Haryana...Will the BJP govern-
mentinHaryana try to poison the
PM? ...‘AAPda’ people have com-
mitted a big sin, history will not
forget... people of Haryana will not
forget... A former CM of Delhi has
levelled serious charges against
the people of Haryana... Are the
people of Haryana different from
Delhi? Don't they have their chil-
dren, family and relatives here?
Will they poison their own chil-
dren,” the PM said.

“All the people in Delhi, rich,
poor, senior judges, lawmakers,
diplomats, even your Prime
Minister, drink the same water
that is coming from Haryana...
Can anyone imagine the BJP gov-
ernment of Haryana poisoning
water supply to kill Modi? What
are you saying? What kind of a
conspiracy is this,” the PM said.

Modi also accused the AAP of
making false promises to slum
dwellers. “Modi does not have a

home for himself but his dreamis
to provide a permanent house to
everyone... people who are mak-
ing 'sheesh mahal' cannot think
about constructing houses for
the poor ... that is why they are
making false promises... These
‘AAPda’ people may appearinno-
cent, but they are deceivers. You
must have heard about Charles
Sobhraj -- he looked harmless,
yet he was a notorious criminal.
Similarly, these ‘AAPda’ leaders
may have innocent faces, but be-
ware, they will deceive and loot
you,” he said.

Assuring houses for slum
dwellers, he said: “For me, you
are only Modi... Go and tell them
(slum dwellers) on my behalf
with confidence... Modi's guar-
antee is that they will get a per-
manent house...”

In the last five years of the
AAP government, only 14 laws
were passed in the Delhi
Assembly, of which five were to
increase the salaries of MLAs, he
said.

“We have to teach themales-
son on February 5. Your vote will
teach them a lesson... All other
states and cities are known for
something, like Bengaluru is
known for IT, Mumbai for films...
Look at Noida, Gurguram... but
Delhi could not make a name for
itself...We have to give a different
identification to Delhi, it should
not be known only as the na-
tional capital, it should also be
known as the number one city
in the world,” he said.

Modi said the BJP's manifesto
has promises for all sections of
society. “When the BJP forms the
government in Delhi after
February 8, all the promises that
have been made will be fulfilled
within time... this is Modi's guar-
antee,” he said.

“Twenty-five years have
gone by. The first 14 years saw a
Congress government, then you
saw ‘AAPda’ government for 11
years... These 25 years have been
ruined by these two parties...
they have ruined two genera-
tions... Delhi's problems have re-
mained the same -- traffic jams,
broken roads, overflowing
sewage, waterlogging, pollu-
tion... people are even crying for
drinking water,” he said.

“Who can save Delhi from
this misery? Not Modi, but your
vote, the power of your vote... We
have to complete the pending
works of the last 11 years and
plan a roadmap for the next 25-
30years... Thatis why I urge you
to give Modi an opportunity to
serve Delhi... ] have done a lot of
work across the country, but you
have not given me a chance to
serve you... For 25 years, you saw
the Congress and ‘AAPda’... now
give the lotus an opportunity
too... | promise to take care of
you... [ will put all my energy into
fulfilling your dreams,” he said.

Meanwhile, the AAP criti-
cised Modi for campaigning in
Delhi even as a stampede
claimed several lives in
Prayagraj.

e Uttarakhand UCC rules for live-in

carries ajail term up to sixmonths.
This applies to residents of
Uttarakhand as well as state resi-
dents living elsewhere in India.

The Rules, which came into ef-
fect January 2, outline the docu-
mentation required for the regis-
tration process — it can be done
both offline and online.Rule 15(3)
in Chapter 5 outlines the “infor-
mation to be included in the
Statement of Live-in
Relationship”. These documents
are to be attached with a 16-page
form - Form 3 of the Annexures
tothe Rules by those “already ina
live-in relationship or intending
toenterintoalive-in relationship”.

The Rules require in pre-
scribed format “proof of permissi-
bility of marriage between the
registrants if they are within the
degrees of prohibited relation-
ship”.

“A certificate issued by an of-
ficial of areligious leader/commu-
nity head or official of a
religious/community body con-

the Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory.

The Chinese start-up is said
to have trained the R1 model us-
ing around 2,000 Graphics
Processing Units (GPUs) — com-
panies like OpenAl use as many
as 16,000 or more GPUs to train
their models. The R1 model
used Nvidia H800 chips, which
are the less-advanced GPU chips
available to DeepSeek, amidst a
banimposed by the US on more
sophisticated chips such as
H100.

Pushpak Bhattacharya,
Professor at the Computer
Science Department at IIT
Bombay who works on machine
translation, said, the R1 model’s
launchis “heartening” as “the Al
community is worried about the
environmental impact of the
technology.”

Researchers hope that
DeepSeek’s breakthrough
would lead to development of

e Finding ‘D K Boss’: In Jamtara, how police cracked cyber crime network

r”

forany APK or panel’,” Sharmare-
called.

Police said that when they ran
the WhatsApp number through
telecom operators, they found it
was registered under the name of
someone unconnected with the
incidents. “The person using the
messaging app had fraudulently
gained access to it (the number)
for the purpose of selling APKs,”
said the ASP. When the name
creptupagaininadifferent casea
few days later, police started look-
ing for it in more cases.

The common thread

Since then, police have found
that DK Boss is a common thread
in several cybercrime cases. A full-
scale investigation was launched,
headed by ASP Sharma and DSP
Chandra Shekhar, and supervised
by SP Ehtesham Waquarib, to
trace DK Boss.

OnJanuary 25, after amonth-
long operation, the team unveiled
a “sophisticated and well-organ-
ised crime syndicate”, and ar-
rested not one, but three different
people whowentby “DKBoss”,as
well as three accomplices.

“The investigation wasn't
straightforward,” said the ASP.
“Initially, we interrogated several
criminals who had used the fake
apps developed by DK Boss to

scam people, but all of them
claimed they did not know his
true identity.” What was clear,
however, was that DKBoss’s apps
were “well-regarded within the
cybercrime world due to their
flawless design and functionality”,
he said.

Many DK Bosses

During the investigation, po-
lice came across around 10-15
fake phone numbers, all using
WhatsApp profiles of “DK Boss”
and selling the malicious apps,
through APKs, to cyber criminals.

A breakthrough came when
the police arrested one Akhtar.
“He was found using an old phone
of his relative’s — Aarif Ansari - to
sell APKs,” Sharma said. Akhtar
thenrevealed that three people -
Aarif, Mahboob Alam and Sk Belal
—were behind the DK Boss alias.

Furtherinvestigations tracked
them to Haryana and then
Kashmir, before the probe team
received a tip that the suspects
were back in Jamtara.

Acting on the information, po-
lice set a trap at Kenduatanr vil-
lage in the Narayanpur area. They
camped there from the early
hours of January 24, and by night-
time the next day, they had iden-
tified two cars the suspects were
travellingin and arrested all six oc-
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cupants. They were Mahboob
Alam (25), Safauddin Ansari (26),
Aarif Ansari (27), Jashim Ansari
(30), Sk Belal (27), and Ajay
Mandal (28).

Identical apps

According to police, the ques-
tioning of these arrested suspects
revealed the layers of sophistica-
tion in their operation.

“Mehboob, Aarif,and Belal de-
veloped the malicious apps, while
Mandal distributed and sold
them,” said SP Waquarib.
Safauddin and Jashim arranged
bank accounts to launder the
stolen money.

The officer said that these
“malicious apps” mimicked legit-
imate banking and government
apps, like those of the State Bank
of India, Canara Bank, Punjab
National Bank, Axis Bank, PM
Kisan Yojana, and PM Fasal Bima
Yojana. “They seemed identical to
the official banking and govern-
mentapps,” said the SP.

Unlike traditional scams that
trick victims into revealing OTPs,
these apps allow the scammers
access to the victims’ phones re-
motely.

“Once installed, the apps will
request various phone permis-
sions. If granted, the scammers
can remotely access the victim’s

phone - text messages, phone
calls,banking apps. The scammers
then don’t need to ask victims for
OTPs as they can access the OTPs
themselves,” the SP explained.

Chain reaction

ASP Sharma said that ground-
level agents “shoot” (send in bulk)
these APKs to thousands of peo-
pleatatime.“Theirideais simple:
even if only a small percentage of
recipients install the apps, itwould
result in financial gains of lakhs,”
he said. The ASP said that once a
phoneis hacked, itis used toscam
more people in the victim’s con-
tact list. “Once they get access to
one phone, they remotelyloginto
WhatsApp and send the APK to
the victim’s contacts and groups
asking them to install it. If one of
them do, then this continues in a
chain reaction.”

From the arrested suspects,
police also found a spreadsheet
with details of around 2,000
Punjab National Bank and 500
Canara Bank account holders.
“The scammers sent specific fake
apps to specificvictims, matching
their information, to make the
scam appear more credible,” said
Sharma.

Tomove the stolen money, the
accused used dummy bank ac-
counts procured, for a commis-

cerned that the customs & usage
governing the registrants permit
marriage between them,” it states.
Rule 3 (u)alsodefineswhoisare-
ligious leader: “in relation to a
community means a priest of the
place of worship of that commu-
nity or an office bearer of the reli-
gious body pertaining to that
community”.

Legal experts fear that this re-
quirement could make inter-caste
and interfaith relationships virtu-
ally impossible. “Simply put, this
isasecular law requiring prior re-
ligious sanction for eligibility of
marriage to even enterintoalive-
inrelationship,” Bengaluru-based
senior advocate Jayna Kothari said.

For proof of previous history
of relationship, the Rules require
details of “marital or live-in rela-
tionship prior to the onset of the
current live-in relationship”.
These documents could include
final decree of divorce; final de-
cree annulling a marriage; death
certificate of a spouse; certificate

more models in India that com-
pete with the systems of the in-
dustry’s leading players such as
Google, OpenAl, and Meta.

They also called for scaling
up work on indigenous models
built for Indian languages so that
they can address the country’s
regional diversities and com-
plexities. For instance,
Bhattacharya explained, these
models should ultimately be
able to help farmers in rural ar-
eas.

“They should be able to ac-
cess Al applications on their
phones and, let’s say, upload a
photo of a diseased crop. The ap-
plication should then be able to
lay out next steps for tackling
the diseased crop to ensure that
it does not contaminate the
whole field. This communica-
tion to the farmer should be in
their language,” he said.

To propel Al growth in India,
researchers highlight that there

sion, from labour contractors who
use their workers’ Aadhaar cards
to open such accounts, the ASP
said, adding that the scammers
would never use one bank ac-
count for more than 8-10 days.

From small-time to the
big leagues

Sharma said all the six arrested
had stopped studies after class 10
and 12 and were “small-time cy-
ber fraudsters” before they came
in contact, between April and June
2023, with a software engineer
who “gave them online tutorials
on app development”.

The group used Java program-
ming language to create these
apps and generative Al-based
chatbot ChatGPT to fine-tuneit. “If
any issues were found, they would
use ChatGPT to generate new
code that would bypass antivirus
checks,” he said.

The group also took extreme
precautions to avoid being
tracked. “They frequently changed
locations and used random open
fields for their operations. To fur-
ther hide their tracks, they only
used encrypted communication
through WhatsApp accounts that
were made using fake SIM cards,
preventing phone tracing,”
Sharma explained.

Fourteen mobile phones, 23
SIM cards, 10 ATM cards, one lap-
top, two cars, Rs 1,08,800 in cash,

of terminated live-in relationship.
For marriages dissolved under
customary religious practices,
then proof of such dissolution
would be required.

Under the UCC, the Registrar
has powers to issue notice on his
ownoron the basis of acomplaint
to an individual to register their
live-in relationship. Additionally,
apart from conducting a sum-
mary inquiry into the veracity of
the documents, the Registrar has
to inform the legal guardian or
parent of the parties registering
their live-inrelationship if they are
below age 21.

The law states that the regis-
trationis only for the “purposes of
record keeping.” However, the
Rules require the Registrar to for-
ward these registrations to the lo-
cal police stations where the cou-
ple resides and makes it
mandatory for landlords to de-
mand a “provisional” or final cer-
tificate of registration of the live-in
relationship.

isaneed to focus on developing
indigenous foundational mod-
els through sustained funding,
and industry-government col-
laboration.

Shroff said that currently, our
private companies “do not have
the capacity or even the desire
to build foundational models”.
“We have seen many senior
leaders go and say we should
not be building models and we
should just be using them. We
do not have to just consume, we
have to contribute,” he said.

He also pointed out that peo-
ple building models in India
should learn from DeepSeek
and think of “better spending of
the 10,000 crores allocated in
the Al mission along all verti-
cals”.In March 2024, the Centre
launched the IndiaAl Mission,
which allocated Rs 10,372 crore
for the next five years towards
several initiatives to boost the
country’s Al capabilities.

aDSLR camera, and a drone were
recovered from the accused, SP
Waquarib said.

“Over 100 malicious APKs”
and a centralised panel to control
them were found on their devices,
according to the SP.

Analysing these with the help
of the Jharkhand CID’s tech sup-
port team and the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre, police
made further discoveries.

“From the centralised panel,
we found data of over 2,700 vic-
tims, including more than
2,70,000 messages (OTPs and
banking transaction details),”
Waquarib said. Many more such
panels were previously operated
by the accused, police suspect.

The SP said the six accused
have so far been linked to over 415
cybercrime complaints across
India with a total defrauded
amount estimated at over Rs 11
crore.

“As their network was in-
volved notjustindirectly defraud-
ing thousands of people, but also
in supplying these malicious apps
to other cybercriminals, the
amount defrauded through their
operations could be much bigger,”
he said.

Police are now looking into the
full scale of the operation and are
making efforts to track down the
remaining members of the net-
work.
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; For the year
Far the nine months ended
2024 2023
TR TN

For the quarter ended

31 December | 30 Seplember | 31 December
2024 2024 20Ed

Particulars

1 Total income from cperations 2,907 30 877683 L1274 #9,113.39 2910845 HE6L AT

2 EEITOA * 1.207 54 1, 18645 1.246.17 3.805.75 2 GE5T1 4 74,29

4 Mt prodit 1or the poricd (before T eaceplional sndfor B490.00 83427 81683 28101 2,TBO.TT 3.493.32
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1 The abowe is an exiract of the dedailed foemat of guartesy/ning monthsyearly financial results filed wih the Stock Exchanges onder Reguistion 33 and Regulation 52 raad with
Requistion &3 af the SEBI [Listing Ohfigations and Disclosure Reguirements) Regquiations, 2015 ['SEBI {LODRY], The tull foemat of the standalong and consolidated quartamynine
monthsyeany financial rasults along with other ling items referred in Reguiation 52{4) of tha SEB [LODR) are avallable on §he Company's websie: {wenw jindalsiainiss. compand on
tha websites of Bombay Stock Exchangs (www bsedndia com) and the National Stock Exchanga of Indiz Lid. [wvew nseingia.com). The same canbe access by scanning the OR Code
provited Defaw,

2 Standalone fimancial informatian o the Company, purstant b reguiation 47{1){b) ol SEBI (LODR) :
(% in crores)

For the quarter ended For the nine months ended Fmel!?l?u‘;i“r
30 Seplember | 31 December | 31 December | 31 December
2024 el 2013 2024 2023 2024

Particulars

Tolal mcame from aparalions 10,065,60 0,745,605 0,08r.sT FH G615 28.835,26 a8,356,00
EBITOS = 1.003.40 1,006.52 1.020.B0 3.014.72 3,208 42 4,035.71
Profit bedore taw (before exceptional nems) 831.52 7O E2 074.94 2412 60 2,692.24 3,206 .51
Profit bedore tax (after axcapbional items) 83152 To2. B2 074,04 Z412.60 269224 332775
| Profit after tax |  B1BEd 56020 |  FTRRT | 178625 | 05433 | 253069 |
EE _
By Order of the Board of Directors
. 4 For Jindal Stainbess Limied
Flace: New Dedi Anurayg Mantri
Date; 29 January 2025 Executive Direclor & Group GFD

(CIN: LF6S22HR19B0PLCO10001)
Regd. Office; {.F Jindal Marg, Hisar-125 005 {(Haryana) | Ph. Moo [I1662) 222471-B3 | Fax No.. (N662) 230499
Ermail Id. lor Investors: invesionarem@|indaistalnbess.com | Website: voank [indalstainless.com

e |

epaperindianexpre m
pap PSS Sl .




4 'THECITY

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JANUARY 30,2025

Curbs under
GRAP 3 return
as air quality
worsens in city

New Delhi: Anti-pollution curbs
under Stage III of the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)
kicked in on Wednesday evening
again as the Capital's air quality
deteriorated to the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory. The development comes
after the AQI (air quality index)in
the city remained in the 'moder-
ate' or "poor’ category for nine
straight days.

Delhi's AQI was 365 on
Wednesday against Tuesday's
AQIof 276. Calmwinds are said to
be one of the factors behind the
worsening air quality, apart from
smoggy conditions.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management in NCR and
Adjoining Areas (CAQM), the
Centre's panel on Delhi-NCR's air
quality, has invoked stringent
measures which include hybrid
mode for classesup toV; abanon
BSIIl,and abanonBSIll petrol and
BS-IV diesel cars; staggered tim-
ings for public offices and munic-
ipal bodiesin Delhiand afew NCR
districts, as well as aban on dem-
olition work and mining activities.

The situationis likely to persist
inthe comingdays, the CAQM said
in its order; citing the forecast by
the India Meteorological
Department and Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology. ENS

TRIBUTE TO
VALOUR

President Droupadi Murmu
at the Beating Retreat
ceremony, marking the
formal end of the Republic
Day celebrations, in New
Delhi on Wednesday.

Praveen Khanna & Tashi Tobgyal

Delhi Police wins ‘Best Marching
Contingent’ award in R-Day parade

New Delhi: The Delhi Police con-
tingent has been selected as the
‘Best Marching Contingent’ for the
Republic Day parade at Kartavya
Path in the Capital this year.

Ever since its formation, the
Delhi Police have won 16 trophies
out of 38 times they participated
inthe march pastatKartavya Path
(formerly knownas Rajpath).ENS
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Man murdered after he tried to force
himself on tenant’s partner: Police

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, JANUARY 29

TWO DAYS before he was killed at
his home in Greater Noida’s
Kulesara village, Dinesh Gaur, 50,
had allegedly agreed to rent the
third floor of his house toa couple,
said police. On Wednesday, 44-
year-old Imtiaz, who had taken up
the third floor on rent, was ar-
rested in the murder case. He al-
legedly killed Gaur after the 50-
year-old “tried to force himself on
his partner”, said Shakti Mohan
Avasthy, Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Central Noida.

"During the investigation,

house were checked, it was found
that Imtiaz, along with his part-
ner, came to rent the room on
Thursday. He had got acquainted
with Gaur through his colleague
while he worked in Gurugram,”
said Avasthy.

Two days later, at around 11
pm on Saturday, Gaur, a "fake
medical practitioner” who lived
in Delhi with his family, came to
his Greater Noida home and also
brought liquor along, said Avasthy.
"He then dialed up Imtiaz. He
asked his partner, who answered
the phone, to come with Imtiaz.
Asthe couplereached and settled
for a conversation in a single-
room house on the ground floor,

Imtiaz to bring salt for the fish that
hewaseating. It wasatrick to send
Imtiaz away,” said the DCP.
According to the police, as
Imtiaz left, Gaur forced himself on
the woman and when she
protested, the doctor allegedly
pressed her mouth. “When
Imtiaz returned to the room, he
tried to intervene and a fight en-
sued between the two. Imtiaz
asked his female friend to leave.
Gaur had ahammer, sharp blades,
and other medical equipment in
the room. He took out a sharp
blade and attacked Imtiaz who
managed to snatch the blade,and
attack Gaur. He caught hold of a
hammerunder abed and hit Gaur

DGM-{Marketing-Domestic)| | When the camerasaround Gaur’s

Gaur, who was drinking, asked

on his head,” said Avasthy.

30 HOURS AFTER BURARI BUILDING COLLAPSE

Family of four rescued: ‘Ate
peanuts, tomatoes to survive’

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 29

"PEOPLE CAN go to any length to
save their children... Imanaged
to keep my children's hunger
and thirst at bay by feeding them
three tomatoes, and we (me and
my wife) managed to survive by
eating peanuts,” said Rajesh, 30,
who was rescued on Tuesday
night along with his wife and
two children more than 30 hours
after a building collapsed in
North Delhi’s Burari.

“A portion of the ceiling fell
on a gas cylinder. This created
space and also trapped this fam-
ily,” said DCP North Raja Banthia
on Wednesday. Rajesh, his wife
Gangotri(26), and their children
—Prince (6)and Ritik (3) — were
taken to a nearby hospital for
further treatment soon after the
rescue, officials said.

Since the building collapsed
on Monday, 16 people have been
rescued and five have been de-
clared dead.

National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and police officials
said the rescue operations are
expected to conclude on
Thursday.

Inan FIR registered following
a complaint by Lalta Prasad, one
of the survivors, it is mentioned

that the walls and pillars had
started showing cracks.

“I'had pointed out the cracks
to the builder many times but he
just asked some people to apply
POP (Plaster of Paris) and hide
them...when I told him that the
building could collapse and kill
people, he told me that he could
not put any more money in this
building. He told me he didn't
care whether people lived or
died,” wrote Prasad in his com-
plaint.

The builder, Yogender Bhati,
was arrested from Timarpur on
Tuesday and has been booked
under BNS sections 105 (culpa-
ble homicide), 110 (attempt to
commit culpable homicide)and
3(5)(common intent).

Conducting rescue op

The fire department and the
police were the first responders
on the site when the building
collapsed on Monday evening.
“Whenever such anincident oc-
curs, the first to rescue people
are the survivors and eyewit-
nesses,” explained Delhi Fire
Service chief Atul Garg. “After
that, when the fire service and
police arrive, we use cutting and
lifting tools to remove the debris
while the police remove any
crowd that has gathered and
cordons off the area,” he said.

The police also talk to wit-
nesses and survivors to under-
stand how many people are still
in the building. “In this particu-
lar case, there was an opening
through which we could hear
two children crying...one of our
men climbed into the hole and
pulled them out,” said DCP
North Raja Banthia. He added
that the first few rescues were
done without any safety gear.
“We work on the instinct of hu-
manity,” Banthia said.

Meanwhile, the NDREF first
conducts an initial assessment
by talking to people nearby and
survivors to get a rough estimate
of the building's layout and the
location of the people trapped
under the debris.

“Once the survivors tell us
where each person was in the
building before it collapsed, we
use avictim locating camera...it's
a small camera attached to a
bendable pipe. The camerahasa
light and speaker attached. We
have a screen where it feeds the
footage...we also use sniffer dogs
to locate survivors and bodies,”
said NDRF 16th Battalion
Second-in-Command, Daulat
Ram Chaudhary.

“In this case, the building fell
ina pancake pattern, which gen-
erally leaves low chances of sur-
vival,” he added.

Car bearing Punjab govt sticker seized
with liquor bottles, AAP pamphlets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE DELHI Police on Wednesday
claimed to have seized a car near
Punjab Bhawan in central Delhi
containing liquor bottles and
cash, along with scarves, and
pamphlets of the AAP.

“Today, we have found a ve-
hicle with a Punjab numberplate
and 'Punjab sarkar' written onit...
we also found a few lakhs of
cash, liquor bottles and AAP
pamphlets. A case is being regis-
tered accordingly,” the Delhi

Police said in a statement.

According to an officer, the
car was found parked at
Copernicus Marg near Punjab
Bhawan. Acting on a tip-off, a
team from Tilak Marg police sta-
tion searched the car, he added.

Two video clips that have
surfaced on the social media
show a white Hyundai Creta
parked on the roadside.

Several pamphlets featuring
the photograph of AAP national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal and
several party scarves are seen on
the rear seat.

“planted stunt”, the AAP said in
a statement, “It is totally fake
and laughable. Tracking data
shows the number belongs to a
Hyundai Creta - this is a differ-
ent car.”

“No entry record of this ve-
hicle at Punjab Bhawan for the
past week. Never entered the
premises...  conveniently
parked with no driver in sight.
Owner details trace back to
someone from Pathankot, now
in Punjabi Bagh, but originally
from Pune. A planted stunt—
poorly executed and utterly bo-

Calling the seizure a gus,”itadded.

EXHORTATION— HUDCO

Sanjay Kulshreshta, CMD, HUDCO, chaired the valedictory session of the ITEC program on the theme ‘Low Carbon
Urban Infrastructure Development & Financing’, organized by —
HUDCO's Research & Training Wing, HSMI. This edition of the
Indian Technical & Economic Cooperation program, sponsored by
the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, brought
together 24 urban development professionals from 14 countries.

VISIT—CCIC

Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary ( Textiles) conducted a Comprehensive review of "The Cottage” in the presence of
- Manoj Lal, MD, the Central Cottage Industries Corporation of India Ltd, Rajeev Saxena,

Joint Secretary, DK Panda, Deputy Secretary, Hari Kishore, Under Secy. as also Ajay

Gupta, JS (Chairman CCIC) & Amrit Raj, Development Commissioner (Handicrafts),

Directors on Board, "the Cottage". The visit focused on evaluating the current status

of the Corporation, identifying the challenges & accelerating competition.

EVENT— NBCC

NBCC celebrated India’s 76th Republic Day at its headquarters,
which commenced with the unfurling of the National Tricolour by
KP Mahadevaswamy, CMD, NBCC in the presence of senior
officers and NBCC employees. This was followed by the singing
of the National Anthem. CMD, NBCC while addressing the gat-
hering, reaffirmed commitment to the Constitution of India.

MILESTONE — THDCIL

THDCIL achieved a milestone in its commitment to strengthening India’s
power generation capacity with the announcement of the Commercial
Operation Date of Unit#1 of 1320 MW KSTPP. RK Vishnoi, CMD THDCIL
informed that it was a proud moment. With the successful commis-
sioning of this unit, THDCIL is poised to play a prominent role in powering
the nation’s growth & contributing to its sustainable energy future.

RALLY— INDIAN COAST GUARD

As part of the Indian Coast Guard’s (ICG) 49th Raising Day celebrations,
‘Sentinels of the Sea - Sarhad Se Samandar’ Motorcycle Expedition,
which was flagged off from the Attari border reached Sri Ganganagar in
Rajasthan. After an interactive session with students of MSM Sainik
School, Sri Ganganagar, the ICG rally was flagged off by General Officer
Commanding Amogh Division.

EVENT—M/0 PETROLEUM

India Energy Week 2025, spanning over 1 lakh sq mts., will be
the second-largest energy event globally, in terms of pa-
rticipation, exhibition space, and sessions. Scheduled to be
held from 11-14 February at Yashobhoomi in New Delhi, IEW
2025 promises unparalleled global participation from
Ministers, CEOs, & industry leaders, setting new benchmarks
in the energy sector.
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VISIT— IREDA

PM Modi visited the IREDA pavilion
themed “Responsible for Renew-
ables,” at the “Utkarsh Odisha: Make
in Odisha Conclave 2025” in Bhu-
baneswar recently. Pradip Kumar
Das, CMD, IREDA welcomed the PM
& briefed him on the company’s 37-
year legacy as India’s largest pure-
play green financing NBFC. During the

interaction, Das highlighted IREDA's pivotal role in advancing renewable energy projects to achieve India’s
500 GW non-fossil fuel installed capacity target by 2030, in line with the country’s Panchamrit and Viksit
Bharat 2047 goals. PM Modi was accompanied by the CM of Odisha, Mohan Charan Majhi; the Governor,

Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati & other dignitaries.

=

EXHIBITION—POWERGRID

POWERGRID will organize GRIDCON 2025 - an International Exhibition cum Conference scheduled from 9-11
March 2025 at Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, Delhi. This mega event will bring together, 2000+ Conference Delegates,
150+ Exhibiting Companies, 150+ Papers/Poster Presentations and 30+ Country Representatives from across
the globe. GRIDCON 2025 is a premier event in the power transmission industry for professionals, researchers
& academicians across the global power system community to shape the future of grid resilience, asset

management, and digital transformation.

HEALTH CAMP—IREDA

IREDA organized a preventive health check-up camp for its emp-
loyees, including outsourced staff, at the company’s registered office
in New Delhi. The initiative was inaugurated by Dr. Bijay Kumar
Mohanty, Dir. (Finance), inthe presence of senior officials. The health
camp provided a range of diagnostic tests & consultations with

medical experts, enabling employees to monitor their health and take proactive measures. Employees actively
participated in the camp, demonstrating their commitment to maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

REPUBLIC DAY PARADE—ICG

InICG's first-ever participation in the Republic Day parade with three Dornier
aircraft, a full band of 75 personnel performed at the Kartavya Path, while a
144-member contingent, headed by Deputy Commandant Navita Thakran,
paraded. India’s President honored DG Paramesh Sivamani, PTM, TM, with
the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal. Eight officers & personnel were awarded the
President’s Tatrakshak Medal and Tatrakshak Medal.

PROGRAM— EPFO

The Employees Provident Fund Organization organized the Suyojna
Nidhi Aapke Paas program in Meerut, Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar,
Shamli, Bijnor, Baghpat, Bulandshahr, Hapur and Ghaziabad under
the Regional Office Meerut, wherein employers, shareholders & pen-
sioners participated. They were given information related to claim
payment, KYC & pension.

BUDGET EXPECTATION QUOTE — ATUL SOBTI, DG, SCOPE

“The Union Budget 2025 is expected to be a ‘wholesome budget’ paving way for
transformational decisions facilitating infrastructure investment and empowering
consumption, giving impetus to industrial growth, skilling and employment creation”.

SCHIEBEL Schiebel has been awarded another multi-year service contract for the CAMCOPTER® S-100 Un-
manned Air System with the European Maritime Safety Agency. The contract is for service provision with Re-
motely Piloted Aircraft Services for supporting EU member states in emission monitoring and maritime surveil-
lance operations. For the third time in a row, Schiebel has been awarded a tender with EMSA. In 2018, Schiebel
signed its first contract to support European coast guards & maritime authorities, followed by a second contract
in2021. The now newly awarded contract spans for up to four years - two fixed yrs with an option for an additional
two years. Since 2018, the S-100 has conducted over 1780 deployment days for EMSA and operated across
Europe, in Croatia, France, Finland, Denmark, Spain, Estonia, Romania, Lithuania, Iceland, Germany & Belgium.
Stationed either on land or on ships, the S-100 performs general night & day maritime surveillance, search and
rescue operations & oil spill detection, as well as monitoring of sulphur content of ships’ emissions to ensure com-
pliance with the Int’l Maritime Organisation limits. The CAMCOPTER® S-100 can carry multiple payloads with
a combined weight of up to 50 kg. Due to its unique and proven nature, and its ability to fly slowly and hover, itis
ideally suited for maritime operations. “We have been supporting European maritime authorities for almost
six years now and are extremely proud to continue our success story with EMSA. It proves once again, that the

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

availability & reliability of the S-100 is unrivalled,” said Neil Hunter, Head of Global Sales for Schiebel.

HONOUR—HURL

Dr. SP Mohanty, MD, Hindustan
Urvarak & Rasayan, has been
honoured as one of the Elite 100
Changemakers by IT Media Net- =
work. This prestigious recognition highlights Dr. Mohanty’s relentless
drive for excellence & his transformative contributions that have
significantly shaped both HURL & the future of Odisha. The Elite 100
Changemakers award, which acknowledges individuals who have
gone above & beyond in driving positive change, celebrated Dr.
Mohanty’s impactful leadership.

PETRONET LNG LTD During the quarter ended 31 st Dec., 2024
(current quarter), Dahej terminal processed 213 TBTU of LNG as against
218 TBTU during the corresponding quarter ended 31 st December,
2023 and 225 TBTU during the previous quarter ended 30 th September,
2024. The overall LNG volume processed by the Company in the current
quarter was 228 TBTU, as against the LNG volume processed in the
corresponding & previous quarters, which stood at 232 TBTU and 239
TBTU respectively. During the nine months ended 31 st Dec., 2024 (cur-
rent nine months), Dahej terminal processed highest ever LNG volume of
686 TBTU as against 646 TBTU during the corresponding nine months
ended 31 stDec., 2023. The overall highest ever LNG volume processed
by the Company in the current nine months was 729 TBTU, as against the
LNG volume processed in the corresponding nine months, which stood
at685 TBTU. The Company has reported PBT of Rs 1,169 Crinthe cur-
rent quarter, as against Rs 1,597 Crinthe corresponding quarter and Rs
1,140 Cr, inthe previous quarter. The PAT of the current quarter was re-
ported at Rs 867 Cras against the PAT of the corresponding and previous
quarters of Rs 1,191 Cr & Rs 848 Cr respectively. During the current
nine months, the Company has reported highest ever PBT of Rs 3,829 Cr
as against the PBT of corresponding nine months of Rs 3,761 Cr. The
highest ever PAT of the current nine months stood at Rs 2,856 Cr as
againstRs 2,799 Crinthe corresponding nine months.

CARS?24 India’s leading AutoTech company unveiled its inaugural ‘Gear
of Growth: The 2024 Indian Used-Car Market Report.’ 2024 emerged as a
milestone year where used-car sales left new car sales in the rearview
mirror with a remarkable ratio of 1.3:1. The market is projected to grow
from 4.6 million sales in CY23 to a whopping 10.8 million by CY30, cruis-
ing ahead with an impressive CAGR of 13%. Gajendra Jangid, the Co-
Founder of CARS24 acknowledged the remarkable growth.

CELEBRATION—RAILKUNJ RWA
RAILKUNJ RWA & residents celebrated
the 76th Republic Day with patriotic fervor
at their premises. Post hoisting the Indian
National Flag, singing National Anthem
and parade, the cultural committee
organised drawing competitions, games,
sports & many cultural performances.
They gave away saplings as a prize &
token of appreciation to winners, participants & performers wh|ch
encourages a green environment within the community. The RWA
president, RKS Rathore & General Secretary, Rahul Negi felicitated
Ms Himani Chauhan, Ms Neerja Chauhan & Ms Puspanjali Mohapatra,
who organised the entire republic day celebration.

SERVICE—GALAXY TOYOTA

Galaxy Toyota's philosophy of
creating “Customers for a Lifetime”
is central to its operations, ensuring
world-class service and quality. j ;
Galaxy Toyota has earned numerous prestigious awards for excellence
in customer satisfaction and skills. Its Express Maintenance Service
provides efficient 1 hour vehicle servicing.
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Court grants
5-day custody
parole to 2020
riots accused
to campaign

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

A DELHI court on Wednesday
granted five days of custody pa-
role to February 2020 riots ac-
cused and AIMIM's Okhla candi-
date Shafa-ur-Rehman to
campaign for the Delhi elections.

Custody parole entails a pris-
oner being escorted by armed po-
lice personnel to the place of visit.

Additional sessions judge
Sameer Bajpai was hearing
Rehman's interim bail plea for
fourweeks. The plea said Rehman,
contesting on an AIMIM ticket,
was required to canvas for the
elections. Special public prosecu-
tor Amit Prasad argued that can-
vassing for elections was an un-
reasonable ground for granting
therelief and Rehman could bere-
leased only on custody parole.

The court observed that the
Supreme Court, on January 28,
had granted six-day custody pa-
role to former AAP councillorand
co-accused Tahir Hussain to cam-
paign as AIMIM candidate from
Mustafabad.

"Although the present case
and the case in which the co-ac-
cused Mohammad Tahir Hussain
has been granted custody parole
by the Supreme Court are alto-
gether different, still when the
Supreme Court has declined the
interim bail of the co-accused and
only granted custody parole to
him, this court should also follow
the same,"” the court said.

Rehman was directed to be
released under police protection
from January 30 to February 5 for
12 hours, each day, upon the dep-
osition of Rs 2.07 lakh towards se-
curity expenses.

The court, however, barred
Rehman from commenting on
his pending cases during his
speeches or at press conferences.
It allowed Rehman to stay in his
Jamia Nagar home, visit the
party office, attend meetings,
sign documents and meet
his campaign managers and
advocates.
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Tahir Hussain campaigns on Wednesday. Nirbhay Thakur

Dekho dekho sher aaya:
Mustafabad welcomes
Hussain after five years

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 29

"Dekho dekho kaun aaya, sheraaya,
sher aaya" chants fill the air as
Mustafabad welcomes AIMIM
candidate Tahir Hussain after five
years. Out ona six-day custody pa-
role granted by the Supreme
Court, former AAP councillor and
2020 Delhi riots accused on
Wednesday launched his cam-
paign in Mustafabad, where he
had spent over 30 years of his life.
Amid chants of jail ka jawab
vote se'in Sanjay Chowk, Hussain
tells a crowd of hundreds,
"Friends, my face must

are roads full of garbage and
choked drains.

As part of his roadshow, three
autorickshaws with AIMIM flags
and posters follow Hussain, whois
showered with flower petals from
houses.

"Asalam walekum, mere sabhi
bhaiyon ko," says an AIMIM
worker as he shakes hands with
everyone. His refrain - "Patang ka
button dabaye (click on the kite
button, the symbol of AIMIM)".

Hussain's supporters storm
the room in which he is about to
give aspeech, as police personnel
try to control the crowd. Wiping
his face of sweat, Hussain asks his

supporters to relax and

seem familiar to you. [ make way for AIMIM
have come here to meet leader Imtiaz Jaleel. After
you after five years. | the gathering, as police
have waited so long to personnel ask the crowd
see you again... This todisperse, AIMIM work-
Sanjay Chowk is where ers tell the gathering that
[ began my life. These DEZ%glgN the roadshow will re-
streets are my home. | DELH| - Sume on Thursday.
ThisiswhereIraised my Throughout the day,
family." not a word is spoken
"I was the reason why AAP  about the 2020 riots case for

was able to open its account in
Mustafabad... but when there was
a crisis, they abandoned me... But
the AIMIM showed faith in me,”
he adds. Hussain, who was ex-
pelled by AAP for his alleged role
in the riots, had claimed that he
was a victim of conspiracy.

"l have a dream to improve
roads, set up schools and hospitals
for the people of Mustafabad,” he
says, eliciting aloud cheer.

As Hussain and his workers
traverse around the streets of Old
Mustafabad, what catches the eye

which he Hussain was in jail. On
Tuesday, while allowing him cus-
tody parole from January 29 to
February 3 to campaign, the
Supreme Court had barred him
from making any public com-
ments on the merits of his case.
In the 2020 polls, AAP’s Haji
Yunus had won from Mustafabad,
defeating BJP’s sitting MLA Jagdish
Pradhan. This time, AAP has
fielded Adil Ahmad Khan and BJP
has given a ticket to five-time MLA
Mohan Singh Bisht. The Congress
ticket has gone to Ali Mehdi.

CONGRESS RELEASES MANIFESTO

Promise to Purvanchalis, caste census

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE CONGRESS on Wednesday
launched its election manifesto,
promising to conduct a caste
census and set up a ministry for
Purvanchalis if it is voted to
power in the Capital.

The manifesto centered
around five key guarantees,
some of which are based on suc-
cessfulimplementation of simi-
lar schemes in Congress-ruled
states or those previously gov-
erned by the party.

For instance, the Pyari Didi
Yojna promises a monthly al-
lowance of Rs 2,500 for women
and apprenticeships for unem-
ployed youth with a stipend of
Rs 8,500 - initiatives inspired by
similar schemes currently in
place in Karnataka.

Additionally, the party has
pledged free health coverage of
up toRs 25 lakh, drawing from a
scheme introduced in Rajasthan
in 2011 when it was in power.

The manifesto includes 14
commitments focused on youth;
15 aimed at supporting women,
children, the elderly, and persons
with disabilities; four address-
ing the needs of the urban poor;
and 10 for unorganised sector
workers. Notably, the party has
vowed to celebrate Chhath Puja
on a scale comparable to the
Maha Kumbbh.

K

12,500

Monthly allowance
for women

For SC/ST/OBC: Caste survey
in Delhi; 15% govt contracts
reserved for SCs; increase in
OBC creamy layer income
limit to Rs 12 lakh; free
pilgrimage for Dalits; loans for
traditional occupations and
start-ups by SCs, STs & OBCs

Corruption check: Stronger
Lokpal Bill in six months,
probe of ‘liquor scamy’, ‘Delhi
Jal Board Scam’ and others

For Purvanchalis: Grand
celebration of Chhath Puja
with a public holiday and
liquor ban; dedicated Chhath
Puja district near Yamuna;
Purvanchal Bhawans and
Ministry for Purvanchalis;
restoration of Yamuna and
removal of encroachments

For working professionals:
Parks, wellness zones,
recreational spaces; tax
incentives for firms providing
daycare; flexible work options

Tor FIVE GUARANTEES
= Y &8
= W
ta00 t25lakh 300 units 18,500
Free cooking Free health Free electricity for Monthly stipend for
gas cylinder coverage per family all households youth; one-year

OTHER KEY PROMISES

Congress leaders release the manifesto. Anil Sharma

For students: Delhi
Education Policy to replace
NEP 2020; free DTC bus passes
for students; playgrounds in
neighbourhoods for children

Reintroducing Sheila Dixit’s
schemes such as Bhagidari,
school welfare, etc

%1.1 lakh for marriage of
disadvantaged widows, their

daughters, orphan girls, and
graduates from poor families

Permanent jobs for contract
workers, including Safai
Karamcharis, by 2025

For LGBTQIA: Horizontal
reservations for transgender
persons in education and jobs;
scholarships and hostels for
them,; sensitivity training in

apprenticeship

33(y reservation in
Ogovemment

jobs for women

4(y reservation in
Ostate jobs for
persons with disabilities

For Muslims: Madrasa
developmentand
modernisation; convene
the Delhi Waqf Board,
ensure timely payments
to Imams and muezzins

%5,000 pension for senior
citizens, widows, persons
with disabilities,
transgender persons

24x7 clean drinking
water; end tanker mafia

government departments;
review laws

Restoration of over 15,000
civil defence volunteers

CMs among key political leaders camping in city

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 29

FOR POLITICAL leaders from
across the country, including
Union ministers and chief minis-
ters, Delhi has turned intoa “tem-
porary home” with the Assembly
elections just a week away.

The BJP, true to its usual prac-
tice of progressive electoral carpet
bombing before polls, isrelyingon
everyone from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the CMs of
BJP-ruled states to its national
leadership and popular MPs to
raise the tempo of its campaign.

Punjab CM and AAP leader
Bhagwant Mann, along with sev-
eral ministers in his Cabinet, has
been campaigning in the Capital
for the past two weeks. Earlier this
week, Rajya Sabha MP and former
team India cricketer Harbhajan
Singh also held roadshows.

A prominent face missing
from the campaign is Arvind
Kejriwal's wife Sunita. She had
campaigned for AAP and
Congress candidates ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls. Sources said she
is only campaigning in Kejriwal's
New Delhi constituency.

The BJP's juggernaut includes
leaders such as Uttar Pradesh CM

Yogi Adityanath and his counter-
parts from Haryana, Nayab Singh
Saini, Uttarakhand’s Pushkar

Dhami, Maharashtra CM
Devendra Fadnavis and Assam
CM Himata Biswa Sarma.

Over the coming week, party
insiders said, the BJP will step up
its pitch of “making existing wel-
fare schemes more efficient” and
seeking to bolster trust in its own
welfare schemes - especially the
promise of disbursing Rs 2,500
per month to women from eco-
nomically-challenged house-
holds. This is expected to happen
in unauthorised colonies and
slums. On Wednesday, the party

held 35 assembly-level meetings
across the city.

The Congress, too, has enlisted
its elected leaders and state unit
members to spearhead its cam-
paign. Among those taking cen-
terstage is Rajasthan MLA and for-
mer Union Minister Sachin Pilot.
On Tuesday, Pilot joined Delhi
Congress Chief Devender Yadav’s
‘Padyatra’ in Badli.

The party'sfirst guarantee, the
Pyaari Didi Yojana, which assures
women a monthly stipend of Rs
2,500, was introduced by
Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar. The second poll
promise, Jeevan Raksha Yojana,

which offers free healthcare cov-
erage of up to Rs 25 lakh for all
Delhi residents, was introduced
by former Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot. He
pointed out the initiative is mod-
eled after a healthcare schemeim-
plemented by the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthanin 2011.

Tokick off its month-long ‘Dilli
Nyay Yatra, modeled on Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra,' the
Congress brought in Himachal
Pradesh  Chief = Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu. Sukhu
has not only flagged off the cam-
paign but has also addressed sev-
eral press conferences since.
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ownership a Reality

"We are thrilled to host SBI — Property Fest in
Gurugram and invite all to visit the fest where
customers can evaluate multiple options. The best part
about the event is the presence of major builders /

Brings to you

developers of Delhi-NCR at one platform combined with i g “: i
attractive offers by SBI Home Loans” said Otfers Offers on
Debasish Mishra, Chief General Manager, New Delhi bty W

Circle of SBI. He further added that a home is a major
investment decision and a dream for every individual
and SBI being the largest home loan provider in the
country, is committed to offer best products and services for its customers.
Transparency and trust are at the core of our offerings.

| More than
350 approved
projects in

Extended
Repayment

O SBI
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tate Bank of India the largest home lender in the  projects and connect with potential buyers in addition [ Ne Hidden ’z builders
country is coming up with a mega property fest of  to understanding their preferences. . Charges tﬁ PROPERTY FEST " underone
Delhi NCR on 01st February 2925 at Apparel SBI |sthe? most preferred bank for every Indian torely | C 4 1* FEBRUARY 2025 ,  roof ]
House, Sector 44, Gurugram. This extravaganza upon, particularly in the mortgage loan space. The key e . o N | 8 10:00AM to 7:00PM P I o
will be the biggest residential real estate event of the differentiator for SBI Home Loan is transparency and un-  edea - : : P Y v
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buyers will have more than 350 SBI approved AUM under the Home Loans portfolio. With . ol i . al

The banker to every el

residential projects and 30 reputed builders to
choose from best-in-class living options. To
add to the list, SBI will be providing all assistance for
Home Loans along with range of benefits like enhanced
repayment period, no penalty on prepayment, process-
ing fee at concessional rate, advantage of incentivised
rate of interest and assurance of no hidden charges on
Home Loan. This fest also offers excellent platform for
Real estate developers across the region to promote their

availability of digital and customised prod-
ucts along with experienced teams to han-
dle, SBI is undoubtedly the one stop solution for Home
Loans.

The SBI Property Fest 2025 is an excellent opportunity
for both buyers and investors to meet leading real estate
professionals from all over the city. Whether it is a first-
time homebuyer, an experienced investor, or a profes-
sional, this event has something to offer to everyone.

ﬁﬁparel House, Sector 44, Gurugram

“PRIDE OF HOME
OWNERSHIP BEGINS

WITH US”

"TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY
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YAMUNA POISONED REMARK
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Court summons Kejriwal; Saini drinks fromriver, AAP says he spat it out

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, NEW DELHI,
JANUARY 29

ACOURTinHaryana's Sonipat on
Wednesday summoned AAP na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejriwal
on February 17 to present his side
onacomplaintover his claim that
the BJP-ruled state was mixing
“poison in the Yamuna waters”
before the river enters the Capital.

This came even as Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
took a couple of sips from the
Yamuna to press home the point
thatits water on the Haryana side
was clean. The AAP, however, al-
leged that Saini spat the water
backinto the Yamuna and did not
gulpitdown.

Issuing a notice to Kejriwal, the
court of Chief Judicial Magistrate
Neha Goyal said, “Heis directed to
appear in-person before this court
on the next date of hearing, if he
has to say anything in the matter.
If he does not appear before this
court on next date of hearing, it is
deemed that he has nothing to say
in the matter and further proceed-
ings shall be conducted in accor-
dance with law."

Under the Section 223 of
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, an opportunity of being
heard is tobe given to the accused
before the magistrate takes cog-
nizance of the offence.

The court was hearing a com-
plaint filed by Ashish Kaushik, an
executive engineer of Haryana
Water Services, stationed in

Sonipat. The complaint has been
filed under Section 54 of the
Disaster Management Act, 2005
and Section 353 (statements con-
ducing to public mischief)and 356
(defamation) of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

Meanwhile, in his reply to the
Election Commission (EC),
Kejriwal cited Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
CEO Shilpa Shinde’s letter, which
stated that the ammonia concen-
tration is 7 parts per million
(ppm). “Indiscriminate discharge
of industrial waste” by Haryana
government, he said, was the
“root cause” of the contamination.

Hisreply came after the EC,on
Tuesday, acting on complaints
filed by BJP and Congress leaders,
asked Kejriwal to give evidence
supporting his allegation that the

Inside shops in city’s market
hubs, there’s support for BJP;
outside, it is advantage AAP

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

ONE OF Delhi’s busiest markets,
known for apparel shops, Lajpat
Nagar Central Market is bustling in
the afternoon. Manik Arora (37),
who runs an artefacts shop, wor-
ries, however, that the numbers
may soon dwindle.

“The MCD (Municipal
Corporation of Delhi) has given
contracts to private contractors to
manage the parking. They charge
around Rs 100 an hour. Given such
high rates, how will customers
come to our stores?” he asks.

He is also troubled by “the in-
creasing number” of street ven-
dors.Asis Anil Sood (67), who says
he has been selling paintings at
Lajpat Nagar for 35 years.

“Street vendors keep the same
items as we keep, just that these
are duplicate. We are losing cus-
tomers,” says Sood, demanding
the number of vendors be limited
and they be assigned areas.

At the same time, in this mar-
ket located in the heart of South
Delhi, the growing belief is that
this won’t happen as the vendors
have the backing of the ruling AAP.
It is they who benefit from AAP
government schemes such as free
water and electricity, says Arora.

“Itis for those who practically
don’t consume any electricity...
We are still paying bills,” he adds.
Listing “unregulated” vendors,
parkingissuesand “dirty streets”,
Arora speaks for others when he
saysachangeisneeded. “The AAP
has not done any work here.”

Lajpat Nagar falls under the
Jangpura Assembly seat, from
where the AAP has fielded its for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia against BJP's
Tarvinder Singh Marwah. While
the AAP has won the past three
times from Jangpura, Sisodia is a
first-time candidate, having
moved here from Patpargan;.

In2008, Marwah had wonon
the Congress ticket from the con-
stituency. While the Congress was
the runner-upin2013 and still re-
tains a respectable vote share in
the constituency, the BJP came
second the past two times.

Traders are traditionally seen
asaBJPvote bank, though the AAP
has been wooing themand hasan
active traders’ wing. All three mar-
ket hubs - Lajpat Nagar, Rajouri
Garden and Karol Bagh - visited
by The Indian Express voted for the
AAP the past two times.

Atrallies held on Monday, AAP

Lajpat Nagar market falls under Jangpura seat. Devansh Mittal

chief Arvind Kejriwal underlined
tovoters that he wasa “Baniya”, a
community of generally traders.
The BJP for its part has planned
meetings targeting traders.
Twenty kilometres away, in
the shopping hub of Rajouri
Garden, Dharam Narayan Gautam
also has concerns regarding street
vendors. While Rajouri Garden’s
main road boasts of branded out-
lets for food and clothing, the in-
ner lanes are full by smaller shops
offering wares at cheaper prices.
“Anumber of people are sell-
ing their items on the street in
front of our shops...Some govern-
ment departments must be sup-
porting them,” says Gautam, a 50-
year-old shopkeeper in D Block.
SanjeevJain(63),who says his
silver shop is now 43 years old,
puts the lack of clean toilet facili-
ties at the market as the biggest
problem. “Till the MCD was con-
trolled by the BJP, the toilets were
regularly cleaned. Since AAP took
over, there has been zero mainte-
nance. Even the marketis sodirty.”
This is why Jain thinks that
Majinder Singh Sirsa, BJP’s Rajouri
Garden candidate, has a good
chance of winning, “Itis a Punjabi-
dominated areaand everyoneisa
trader... He will win,” Jain says.
Of Dhanwati Chandela, sitting
AAP MLA from Rajouri Garden
who has been repeated by the
party, Jain says: “No work has
been done... She has not shown
her face since she won last time.”
Chandela, however, passes the
buck to the MCD. "The councillor
is from the BJP. These issues are
not the responsibility of the MLA”.
In the 2020 polls, Chandela
had won from Rajouri Garden.
The AAP also won Rajouri Garden
in 2015, but in 2013, when Sirsa
was in the Shiromani Akali Dal
and the party a BJP ally, he had
won from the seat.

In nearby Karol Bagh market
too, cleanliness isa major concern.
Unlike Lajpat Nagar and Rajouri
Garden, Karol Bagh is more of a
wholesale market.

“We have seen Congress and
AAP governments... There is not
much difference. Drains and
streets are dirty... The BJP should
getachance,” says Madan Kumar
Singh, a 49-year-old shopkeeper.

But, he thinks, AAP may have
anedge. “The market will vote for
BJP, but the nearby slums and
jhuggi jhopris, they will vote for
AAPfor free electricity and water.”

Vishesh Ravi is the three-time
AAP MIA from Karol Bagh, fielded
by the party again and contesting
against BJP's Dushyant Gautam.

Rohit Kumar (34), whorunsa
jeans shop on Tank Road, famous
for its counterfeit products, says
Ravi is not bad, but he wants the
BJP's Gautam to win, as he thinks
the BJP should be in government
at all levels, for any real change.

Again, the difference is stark
between shopowners and street
vendors, two of whom said that
Ravishould winagainas heis “re-
sponsive to local grievances”.

Even the employees of the
shopowners lean towards the
AAP.Like Ram Bachhan, who talks
of overflowing sewers, street ven-
dorsand the lack of parking space.
“As soon as it rains, drains over-
flow and there is water on the
streets... Thelack of parking space
means customers prefer to go
elsewhere,” says the 38-year old
manager of a wholesale clothing
shop. However, Bachhan adds,
Kejriwal has done a good job in
hospitals and schools, and he
wants the AAP towinin February.

While Ravi had won the 2020
polls, and also finished far ahead
of BJPin 2015, the latter has been
traditionally strong here. The BJP
last won from Karol Baghin 2008.
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Avideo grab shows Haryana CM spitting out Yamuna water;
Arvind Kejriwal at a Jan Sabha on Wednesday. Amit Mehra

Haryana government was “poi-
soning” Delhi’s water supply in
the run-up to the February 5 polls.

In his reply, Kejriwal said, “It
cannot be denied that safe drink-
ing water is one of the most basic
and essential requirements of any
civilised society and raising anis-
sue for the society with respect to

the same — cannot be termed as
committing an offence.”

Shinde, in an earlier letter to
the EC, had said that DJB water
treatment plants are designed to
treat ammonia up to 1 ppm and
up to 2.5 ppm can be treated by
dilution.

Kejriwal further listed the im-

pact of ammonia on human
health, neurological impairment,
liver and kidney dysfunction, in-
fant mortality risks and bacterial
outbreaks in his reply. “The Delhi
government has no role to play
with such a high level of toxic wa-
ter being made available by
Haryana, whichis an upper-ripar-
ian state,” he said. As a remedial
measure to the “grave situation”,
leading to a shortage of drinking
water in Delhi, the chief ministers
of Delhi and Punjab immediately
requested for the ECintervention,
he added.

Amid all this, Saini took a cou-
ple of sips from the Yamuna near
Dahisra village on the Delhi-
Haryana border. He maintained
that the Yamuna water on the bor-
der of Haryana from where it en-

ters Delhi completely meets the
standards and demanded
Kejriwal's apology to the people
of Delhi and Haryana for his "false”
statement.

The AAP, however, called
Saini’s visit to the Palla ghat a PR
stunt. Kejriwal alleged on X that
Saini couldn’t gulp the water
down. “Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini pretended to
drink Yamuna’s water... and then
spat the same water backinto the
Yamuna. When pointed out that
due to ammonia contamination,
Yamuna’s water could be a threat
tothelives of Delhiresidents, they
threatened to file an FIR against
me. The same toxic water they re-
fuse to drink is being supplied to
Delhi’s citizens — I will not let this
happen,” he posted.

Earlier in the day, before visit-
ing the river bank, Saini hit out at
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi, whom
he called a "dummy" CM and in-
vited her to to Pall Ghat where he
took the sip of water. “There is no
poison in the water coming to
Delhi from Haryana, but your
minds are definitely filled with
poison...,” Saini said in a post in
Hindion X.

He was responding to an ear-
lier post on X by Atishi who had
requested Saini that “you and I
go together” to the Palla Ghat
“and take media colleagues
along” as well. "We will measure
the amount of ammoniain front
of everyone. Everyone should
know that Haryana is sending
poisonous water to the people of
Delhi," she had written.

Far from the limelight
over four high-profile
constituencies, The
Indian Express met
four candidates in the
shadows — and found
hope, some anger and a
lot of grand promises

ALOK SINGH &
JATINANAND
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

ONE CANDIDATE is learning
how to campaign from
Google and YouTube as he
prepares to take on Arvind
Kejriwal. Another is contest-
ing against Delhi Chief
Minister Atishi with a unique
demand: stop direct cash
transfers to mothers' ac-
counts, let the children have
it. Elsewhere, a priest has
promised free gas cylinders
for all. And then there's a tu-
ition teacher who has vowed
to “give an account of each
rupee spent from public
funds”.

All of them have one im-
portant caveat to add,
though: “If elected.”

Meet the outliers in the
Delhi election fray this time,
all of them promising to
bring about change in their
own unique way while ac-
knowledging quietly that
their chances of succeeding
are almost next to none. The
Indian Express spent a day
with four such candidates on
the margins -- three first-
timers at this level and a vet-
eran — all trying their luck
from four of the capital's
most high-profile con-
stituencies. There was confi-
dence, hope, some anger and
alot of grand promises.

"WENEED CHANGE’

YOGESH SWAMY
(40), RWPI

lance journalist.
Constituency: Karawal

2020 riots.

Key candidates: Kapil
Mishra (BJP), Manoj Tyagi
(AAP) & Dr P K Mishra
(Congress).

Work: Tuition teacher, free-

Nagar, one of the sites of the

On the margins,

‘MY PEOPLE TRUST ME’

HAIDER ALI
(50), Independent

Work: Driver

Constituency: New
Delhi, AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal's seat.

Other key candidates:
Parvesh Verma, former MP
and son of ex-CM Sahib Singh
Verma (BJP); Sandeep Dikshit,
son of ex-CM Sheila Dikshit
(Cong).

Seated on a plastic chair
outside his home in “Qawwal
Mohalla” off Panchkuian
Road, Ali is “unhappy” with
Arvind Kejriwal. “We have
seen the AAP's work for over
10 years. Nothing has
changed... It feels like we are
living on the border of the
city,” Ali said. Records show
the area falls under New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC),

‘FAMILY, FRIENDS
ARE HELPING’

PRAKASH CHANDRA
JOSHI (50), BR]

Work: Pujari (priest)

Constituency: Patparganj,
ex-Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia’s former seat.

Key candidates: Awadh Ojha
(AAP), Ravindra Singh Negi
(BJP), Chaudhary Anil Kumar
(Congress)

HAILING FROM Uttarakhand's
Almora, Joshi says he was de-
nied a ticket by the BJP although
he is a “committed RSS mem-
ber”. “That is when I came in
contactwith BR],” he says about
the Kanpur-based Bharatiya
Rashtriya Jansatta, which is

THIS IS Swamy’s second elec-

tion as a candidate at the
Assembly-level and sixth con-
secutive attempt to get elected
into office -- any political office
—-inthe hope of puttingin place
“alaw guaranteeing jobs for the
youth and less taxes to ensure

a different election: ‘Direct
cash transfers to children, free gas cylinders’

which is controlled by the
Centre.

Ali, who has studied up to
Class 9, admits he is not into
politics. In fact, he says, his
friends and family chipped in
to buy two pairs of kurta-py-
jamas so that he could “look
like a politician”. “They also
collected money to file the
nomination papers. One

friend gave me Rs 4,000 to get
pamphlets published, another
gave me a car for canvassing,”
he said.

Each pamphlet has his

making its first poll foray in the
Capital.

Joshi has set up a poll office
inside a shop located on the
same lane where the AAP,
Congress and BJP candidates
have their local HQs in West
Vinod Nagar. And his feeling of
disappointment at being re-
buffed by the BJP is evident.
Seated on a mat inside his of-
fice, he breaks down as he re-
calls his early life. “My father

that households have more dis-
posable income”.

“I have been contesting
elections since the MCD polls
in 2017 on this party's ticket;
thelast election I fought was for
the Lok Sabhalastyear,” he says.

A freelance journalist who
doublesup asatuition teacher,
Swamy was born and brought
up in Karawal Nagar, which
witnessed violence during the
2020 riots. “I grew up in this
area and we have seen all par-
ties, Congress, BJP, AAP, butlook

photo, and two promises:
Rs 5,000 per month for each
woman and a gas cylinder for
Rs 500. “The schemes of the
Centre are not reaching our lo-
cality. This bias was what
made me contest,” he said.

Asked about the street's
name and his poll symbol, a
harmonium, Ali says he hails
from a “community of
gawwals”. “Our roots are in
Muzaffarnagar (UP). It was af-
ter settling here that the com-
munity took up other jobs like
driving and tailoring,” he said.

Ali himself works as a
driver, staying in a 35 sg-yard
spacein afour-storey building
with his wife and two sons
aged three and five. So, how
does he manage his cam-
paign? “The techniques of
campaigning and giving
speeches, talking to voters, I
am learning from Google and
YouTube videos.”

was also a pujari (priest). He
diedin 1990... After that, there-
sponsibility of my mother and
siblings came to me. My
mother worked as a domestic
help.Isold milk and distributed
newspapers, so that I could
study,” he said. “Even now, |
don't have the money needed
to contest. My wife, son, daugh-
ter and daughter-in-law are all
helping me, and friends and
neighbours. This party (BR]J) has
given me this space, and some
friends have helped me with
two e-rickshaws with loud-
speakers,” he said.

Joshi's poll promise? “Free
gas cylinders, revamped roads
and sewage lines,a community
centre, proper parking spaces,
and measures to prevent chain-
snatching incidents.”

at the condition of our roads,
the dirty water we get from our
taps.All these parties are by and
for corporates, not even one of
them stands for the rights of the
workers,” Swamy says.

While the BJP, he alleged,
was seeking votes in the name
of religion, all three principal
political parties were offering
“alms” for votes. “We need
change,” he says. And his main
poll promise? “We will give an
account of each rupee from
public funds being spent.”

‘AAPDIDN'T
LISTENTOME’

HAJIIQBAL SIDDIQUI
(49), Independent

Work: Driver

Constituency: Kalkaji,
Delhi CM and AAP leader
Atishi’s seat.

Other key candidates:
Ramesh Bidhuri, ex-MP
(BJP), Alka Lamba (Cong)

SIDDIQUI, A resident of
Govindpuri's Bhoomiheen
Camp, owns a Grameen Sewa
vehicle that ferries commuters
between Tara Apartmentsand
the Badarpur border. With a
cooler as the election symbol,
this is his first foray into the
Assembly-level after having
failed in two successive civic
elections. He says he was an
“AAP karyakarta” but has
moved on and wants to be a
part of the next government.

“Look at the condition of
the roads, nalas... and the
stalled pension for senior citi-
zens.Iwillwork alongside any
party that hasa plantodeliver
basic services. When I was an
AAP karyakarta, I had asked
them to develop our area but
they did not listen,” he said.

Siddiqui said promises of
monthly cash doles are
“wrong”. He has a solution,
too: A monthly deposit of Rs
2,500into the account of every
one-year-old child until they
turn five. “If the money is put
in a fixed deposit, they will
have the means to study, start
abusiness or build a home.”

Siddiqui stays in a rented
accommodation for Rs 6,000
a month. He has taken a gold
loan and hired two e-rick-
shaws for campaigning.

On the heavyweights in
the fray, he said, “You cannot
think like this when entering
the battlefield, this way even
Kejriwal would not have con-
tested against Sheila Dikshit...
It does not take time for peo-
ple's minds to change.” But
what are his chances? “There
are 30-35,000 votes in my J]
cluster. I am not sure about
everyone's support, but [ will
atleast have my own vote.

Man whose feet Modi touched: Patpargan] candldate who has been in the news

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

AT A rally attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
Ghonda on Wednesday, Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva called all
party candidates to the stage. As
they walked up to Modi, many
bowed and touched his feet.
Among them, Ravinder Singh
Negi, the party candidate from
Patparganj, stood out - after he
touched the PM's feet, Modi
touched his feet back, thrice.
Soon after, Vishwas Nagar
candidate Om Prakash Sharma
also attempted to touch Modi’s
feet but was also stopped midway.

In the past too, Modi had recipro-
cated and touched the feet of
those who touched his at events.

Negi (45), currently an MCD
councillor from Vinod Nagar,
which comes under the
Patparganj Assembly con-
stituency,had beenin the newsin
the recent past.

Recently, a series of videos that
Negi had been circulating on his
ownsocial media handles had led
toa controversy.Inone such video,
he is seen interacting with
Altamash Tomar, who runs Tomar
Dairy store at West Vinod Nagar.

Negi is seen telling Tomar:
“This (signboard) has just Tomar
written on it. Whatever your real
name is, the Muslim name, get

that written on the board. Get it
done by tomorrow.” He then
threatens to seal the shop if the
changes aren’'t made.

Inmany such videos that Negi
used to previously upload on his
social media, he is seen telling
Hindu street vendors to put up
saffron flags on vending carts. He
isalso seenvisiting butcher shops
before festivals, demanding that
they be closed to respect the reli-
gious sentiments of Hindus.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Negi says, “During Navratri, many
shops are run under misleading
names. The local RWA (residents
welfare association) approached
me with complaints. I conducted
an awareness drive, telling

c peL I\ W »-..l‘ L 1 |
Narendra Modi touches Ravinder Singh Negi’s feet. Amit Mehra
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shopowners to clearly display
their proprietorship. There is no
issue with this.”

Lallan Prasad, who sells tea
outside Negi’s core area in East
Vinod Nagar, says, “I have heard

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

that he troubles street vendors,
but haven’t experienced it person-
ally. He rarely visits this area.”
Although, most shopkeepers
in Negi's jurisdiction refrained
from commenting on the videos,

Mohammad Raja, a grocery store
owner near Negi’s residence, says:
“He does interfere sometimes, but
it's notexcessive. He gets involved
if he finds shops with unchanged
boards... people who rent shops
and don't change the (signboard)
after renting it have faced issues.”

Negi’s political journey began
in 2020, when he made an im-
pressive debut by giving then
deputy Chief Minister and AAP
Patparganj candidate Manish
Sisodia a tough fight, losing by a
margin of just 2%. In the 2022
MCD polls, he defeated the AAP
candidate by 2,311 votes.

Due to his grassroots ap-
proach, Negi’s rise within the BJP
hasbeenrapid. Previously serving

as Zila Mahamantri of the Delhi
unit, he gained prominence after
2020 polls. A party insider says,
“He wasn’t well-known earlier,
but has had a quick ascent... In
2020, (after giving Sisodia a tough
fight) he suddenly appeared to be-
come active and important...”

Another party source attrib-
uted Negi's rise to his strong con-
nections within the BJP leadership
and his grassroots influence.

In Vinod Nagar, Negi is a
household name, with residents
familiar with his home, old office,
and election offices. However, his
recognition in high-rise residen-
tial societies is limited.

To bridge this gap, his cam-
paign team has been visiting so-

cieties to arrange direct engage-
ments. At these gatherings, hein-
troduces himself with, “l am Ravi
Negi, a soldier of Modiji and the
BJP candidate. Please vote for usif
you want the Eighth Pay
Commission and to benefit from
Union government schemes.”

Campaigning in high-rises,
Negi acknowledges his past elec-
toral shortcomings. “It’s just the
votes from societies that Iwas un-
able to gather.”

Negi identifies water quality
and drainage as Patparganj’s most
pressing issues. He faces competi-
tion from AAP’s Awadh Ojha, a
civil services coach who has re-
placed Sisodia,and Congress’s Anil
Kumar Chaudhary.
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Wagqf panel members in New Delhi on Wednesday. ANI

NIGHT SHIFT

SEVERAL OPPOSITION members of the Joint Committee of
Parliament on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill were apparently
sleep deprived when they turned up for the House panel’s meet-
ing on Wednesday morning. The draft report of the committee
was shared with them the previous evening and some of them
had to pull an all-nighter, sitting with their advisers through
the night to study the 655-page report and draft their dissent
notes, which were to be submitted by 4pm on Wednesday.

EXULTING IN EXaT

VIJAYASAI REDDY'’S recent resignation from the YSRCP and
his subsequent announcement to retire from active politics
seem to have spread a lot of joy in the TDP camp. Party lead-
ers say Reddy, who had enjoyed a strong rapport with former
CM Jagan Mohan Reddy, played a key role in the arrest of N
Chandrababu Naidu who had to spend 53 days in jail. TDP
leaders claimed that their objections stopped the BJP, NDA
ally, from taking in Reddy after he quit the YSRCP. Reddy, who
had maintained warm ties with the BJP,announced his retire-
ment from active politics last week.

SFJ filing baseless court
cases in Europe, Canada,
US against India: Govt

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE UNION government has al-
leged that the pro-Khalistan
group Sikhs For Justice (SF]) is
spreading anti-India propa-
ganda by not only organising
protests but also filing “baseless”
court cases against Indian digni-
taries visiting European coun-
tries, Canada and US.

The government made this
argument in an affidavit submit-
ted to a UAPA tribunal, which,
earlier this month, upheld the
Centre’s decision to declare the
SFJ as an “unlawful association”
for the next five years. SFJ’s
founder is Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, a dual US-Canadian cit-
izen of Indian origin.

Last year, a US district court
had issued summons to the
Indian government, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval and
former R&AW chief Samant Goel,
among others, on a civil lawsuit
filed by Pannun, seeking dam-
ages for an alleged plot to assas-
sinate him in 2023. On July 10
last year, the Ministry of Home
Affairs extended the ban on des-
ignated terrorist Pannun for five
years for “anti-India activities”.

The MHA informed the tribu-
nal that the activities of SFJ are
usually carried out from the of-
fices of its Pannun, its legal ad-
viser, in New York and in

California. “Pannun had insti-
gated the protesting Indian
farmers to arm themselves and
fight the Indian forces and stated
that the weapons would reach
them from across the border. SFJ
has also claimed to have pre-
pared a list of children of police
officers and politicians who are
studying in foreign countries to
take revenge, if its activists are
tortured,” the MHA said.

Justice Anoop Kumar
Mendiratta of the UAPA tribunal
had said in his order that the ev-
idence on record along with the
material relied upon by the gov-
ernment prove that unlawful ac-
tivities have been undertaken by
the SF] intending the cession or
secession of the part of the terri-
tory of India.

“The unlawful and disruptive
activities on the face of the record
threaten the peace, unity, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of
India. The associationis support-
ing violent forms of extremismin
Punjab and there can be no space
for an association which openly
advocates secessionism and un-
dermines the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of India. There
is a strong foundation for declar-
ing SFJ to be an ‘unlawful associ-
ation’ under sub-section (1) of
Section 3 of UA(P)A,” he said.

A total of 104 cases - 96 by
state/UT police and eight cases
by the National Investigation
Agency — have been registered
against SFJ.

Canada report on Nijjar
killing: No definitive link
to foreign state proven

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
OTTAWA, JANUARY 29

A CANADA commission report
has said “no definitive link” with
a “foreign state” in the killing of
Sikh activist Hardeep Singh
Nijjar was “proven”, smashing
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau'’s allegations that ac-
cused the involvement of Indian
agents in the killing.

In September 2023, Trudeau
said Canada had credible evi-
dence that the Indian govern-
ment was involved in the mur-
der of Nijjar in British Columbia
in June 2023.

In the report, titled
‘Public Inquiry Into Foreign
Interference in Federal Electoral
Processes and Democratic
Institutions’, released Tuesday,
commissioner  Marie-Josee
Hogue said, “Disinformation is
used as aretaliatory tactic to pun-
ish decisions running contrary to
astate’sinterests.” The report sug-
gested India spread disinforma-
tion on the killing of Nijjar. “This
may have been the case with a
disinformation campaign that fol-
lowed the Prime Minister’s an-

MAN GETS LIFE TERM
FORKILLING KANISHKA
BOMBING SUSPECT

Ottawa : A Canadian court
has sentenced a 24-year-old
man to life after he pleaded
guilty to the killing of Sikh
businessman Ripudaman
Singh Malik, a suspect in the
1985 Air India bombing who
was later acquitted, accord-
ing to local media reports. A
British Columbia Supreme
Court judge Tuesday sen-
tenced Tanner Fox to life with
no parole for 20 years for
killing Malik, the CBC news
reported. PTI

nouncement regarding suspected
Indian involvement in the killing
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar (though
again nodefinitive link to a foreign
state could be proven),” it said.
The 123-page report also
talked of expelling six Indian
diplomats “in reaction to a tar-
geted campaign against Canadian
citizens by agents linked to the
Government of India”.

Waqf Bill draft report adopted, House panel
flags concerns raised during submissions

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

FROM ATTEMPTING to address
concerns over the omission of
Waqf-by-user, the need to con-
sider the long-term links be-
tween the tenants’ associations
and Waqf properties and sugges-
tions foralegislation to check dec-
laration of tribal lands as Waqf
properties, the 655-page draft re-
port of the Joint Committee on
Wagqgf (Amendment) Bill has
flagged several aspects of the pro-
posed legislation.

The draft report was adopted
by the panel Wednesday via a
15-11 vote.

On the ‘Waqf by user’ issue,
which implies that if a property
is being used as Waqf it will con-
tinue to be so, the committee is
learnt to be of the view that the
removal of the provision from
the legislation will not have an
impact onregistered Waqfin the
absence of a Waqf deed. The
committee, it is learnt, has sug-
gested that the omission of
‘Waqf by user’ from the defini-

R G KARPROTESTS

tion of Wagqf should apply
prospectively, and that cases of
existing Waqf properties already
registered as ‘Wagqf by user’ not
be reopened.

The committee, however, is
of the view that this clause
should be subject to the condi-
tion that the property is not in-
volved inadispute oris a govern-
ment property.

The Waqf Act of 1995 states
that “Waqf includes a Waqf by
user, but such Waqf shall not cease
tobe aWagfbyreason only of the
user having ceased irrespective of
the period of such cesser.”

When the proposed Bill was
tabled in Parliament in August
last year, it had sought to omit
the provisions relating to ‘Wagqf
by user’, making a Waqf prop-
erty suspect in the absence of a
valid Waqf deed.

It is learnt that the panel,
while noting submissions made
by the tenants’ associations about
their long-term association with
Wadf properties, has underlined
the need to address their con-
cerns compassionately during the
formulation of lease rules.

The panel wants the Ministry
of Minority Affairs to consider
the concerns of Waqf tenants
and introduce laws that allow for
long-term leases to keep their le-
gitimate rights safe.

It is learnt that the commit-
teeis of the view that protection
should be given to Scheduled
Tribes and tribal lands under
provisions of the Constitution.

It wants the Ministry of
Minority Affairs to take legisla-
tive steps to stall declaration of
tribal lands as Waqf land so that
scheduled areas and tribal areas
are protected.

The committee, it is learnt,
also flagged that it was told by
the Archaeological Survey of
India that 280 protected monu-
ments were declared as Waqf
properties across the country.

It is of the opinion that sepa-
rate boards for Bohra and
Aghakhani communities will give
them the independence to man-
age the affairs of their respective
communities as per their distinct
religious practices. The Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 had an
amendment for the same.

Regularise absence for doctors
who joined duty after Aug 22: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday came to the rescue
of doctors who hit the streets fol-
lowing the rape and murder of a
junior doctor at R G Kar Hospital
on August 9 last year, directing
that those who returned to duty
after August 22, 2024, should not
be treated as absent and be con-
sidered on duty.

The counsel appearing for Al-
IMS Resident Doctors Association
submitted before a bench of CJI
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar, which took up suo motu
proceedingsinitiated by the court
following the rape and murder,

that medical institutions like Post
Graduate Institute, Chandigarh,
AIIMS Kalyani and AIIMS
Gorakhpurregularised the period
when doctors were protesting,
but others treated it as “onleave”.

The counsel submitted that it
was contrary to the SCorder dated
August 22, 2024, protecting the
doctors from coercive action for
taking partin the protests over the
RGKarincident. It also submitted
that this would affect the future of
the doctors for post graduation
and they will “lose their cut-off for
further studies etc”.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta pointed out that Jawaharlal
Nehru Institute of Postgraduate
Medical Education and Research
(JIPMER), Pondicherry,and others

had treated the protest period
when the doctors were absent as
“onleave”.

The bench clarified the intent
behind the August 22, 2024 or-
der was that the protest period
be regularised and no coercive
steps be taken. “We deem it ap-
propriate to clarify that the ab-
sence period in case the protest-
ing doctors have joined after the
order dated 22.08.2024 will be
regularised and not treated as ab-
sence from duty. This direction is
issued in peculiar facts and cir-
cumstances and shall not be read
as laying down a precedent.”

Opp members file dissent notes,
say Bill weakens Muslim rights

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

AS THE Joint Committee of
Parliament on the Wagqf
(Amendment) Bill 2024 adopted
its report by a majority, several
Opposition members of the panel
submitted dissent notes to be in-
corporated in the report, which
will be tabled in Parliament dur-
ing the upcoming Budget session.
These Opposition MPs in-
clude the Congress’ Gaurav
Gogoi, All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
chief Asaduddin Owaisi besides
others such as Kalyan Banerjee
and Nadimul Haque of the TMC,
A Raja and M M Abdulla of the
DMK, and Syed Naseer Hussain,
Dr Mohammad Jawed and
Imran Masood of the Congress.
In his dissent note, Owaisi has
alleged that the NDA government

has brought the Waqf amend-
ment Bill with the objective of
weakening the foundations of
Waqf governance and undermin-
ing the rights of Muslims. He has
sought the removal of all 44
clauses brought by the govern-
ment to amend the Waqf Act
1995, maintaining that he op-
posed the Bill for justice, equality
and constitutional values.

Itislearnt that Owaisi flagged
the deposition before the panel by
organisations like Sanatan
Sanstha and Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti. He also raised questions
on the Waqf Bill proposing to
delete Section 107 of the 1995 law
that had made the Limitation Act
1963 inapplicable to Waqf prop-
erties.In his view, this deletion will
allow a person who has unlaw-
fully possessed Waqf property for
more than 12 years to claimits ti-
tle by adverse possession.

The Congress MPs cited what

they felt were procedural lapses
in the panel’s functioning. They
said the Bill is driven by political
agenda and not by genuine con-
cern for management of Waqf
properties. The Bill will lead to lit-
igation, encroachment and loss of
autonomy over Waqf institutions
while hurting the constitutional
rights of Muslims, they noted.
TMC'’s Kalyan Banerjee and
Nadimul Haque said the minutes
of the meetings were not pro-
vided to the Opposition and their
submissions were also not
recorded. In their joint note,
DMK’s Raja and Abdulla have
called the panel's report unconsti-
tutional, claiming that it could ruin
the secular fabric of the country.
The panel adopted its report
containing 14 changes suggested
by BJP members and NDA allies.
It is learnt that all 44 amend-
ments proposed by the
Opposition were rejected.

Appoint prosecutors on merit, not
political factors: SC to state govts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday chided the practice
of state governments appointing
public prosecutors in high courts
on “political considerations”,and
said favouritism and nepotism
has compromised merit.
Observing judges were hu-
mans and they made mistakes,
a bench of Justices ] B Pardiwala
and R Mahadevan said the de-
fence counsel and the public
prosecutor owed a duty to cor-
rect the court if it made mistakes.
The bench said law officers

were “important wheels of the
chariot”, driven by judges to get
justice against the wrong doers.

“Judges are human beings
and at times they do commit
mistakes. The sheer pressure of
work at times may lead to such
errors...the defence counsel and
the public prosecutor owes a
duty to correct the court if the
courtis falling in some error and
for all this, we hold the state gov-
ernment responsible,” it said.

“This judgement is a message
to all the state governments that
the AGPs and APPs in respective
high courts should be appointed
solely on the merit of the per-
son,” the bench said.

The bench’s verdict came on
appeals against an order of the
Punjab and Haryana HC in a
criminal case lodged in Haryana.

For the bench, the “most dis-
turbing feature” of the litigation
was the HC order on the quan-
tum of sentence which noted the
state’s counsel request for capital
punishment for the accused.

“This is bound to happen
when the state governments
across the country appoint AGPs
and APPs in their respective high
courts solely on political consid-
erations. Favouritism and nepo-
tism are additional factors for
compromising merit,” said the
top court.
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PUBLIC NOTICE - CLOSURE / MERGER OF
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THIS is for the information of the General Public that our
Delhi CBO-II (900000) located at N-34, 1* Floor, Bombay
Life Building, New Delhi-110 001 shall close on 31* March,
2025 at close of working hours and shall merge with Delhi
CBO I (930000), located at 301, R. G. City, 3 Floor, LSC,
Block B, Lawrence Road, New Delhi-110035, wef
01.04.2025.

All the existing Policy holders of Delhi CBO II, will
continue to enjoy uninterrupted services from the Delhi
CBO I as well as Online services.
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Bakitya Ahadeei

SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARD 2025

REGIONAL INCHARGE

* fimsiry of Gullung
& Girvmrowe=i o kb

Sahitya Akademi invites books from Indian
writers, well-wishers of the writers and publishers
for Sahitya Akademi Award for the year 2025 in all
the 24 Indian languages recognized by it. The
books first published in the years 2019, 2020,
2021, 2022 and 2023 (i.e., between 1 January
2019 and 31 December 2023) will be considered.
The award carries an amount of Rs.1,00.000/- and
a plague. One copy each of the book along with
the application form must be submitted latest by
28 February 2025. For further details about the
award, please refer to the Sahitya Akademi Award
Rules available on our website www.sahitya-
akademi.gov.in

Sd/-

(Secretary)
Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi

EXPRESS

dlreers

Areputed educational institute having more than
30years of experience in educational field would like
toinvite applications forthe posts of

1. Principal/Director of an Autonomous

Engineering College being run under Savitribai
Phule Pune University.

2. ProVice Chancellor of Private University.

Experience and qualification will be as per UGC
norms. Interested eligible candidates can send their
resume on Emailld : jobrecruit2025@gmail.com

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

(CO-ORDINATION BRANCH)

DELHI SECRETARIAT, IP ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002
PUBLIC NOTICE

election.

Pradey

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0486/24-25

As per Section 135-B of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (Grant of
paid holiday to employees on the day of poll):-

1. Every person employed in any business, trade, industrial undertaking or any
other establishment and entitled to vote at an election to the Legislative
Assembly of NCT of Delhi shall be granted a holiday, on the day of poll 1.e.
Sth February 2025 (Wednesday) so that he/she can cast his/her vote in the

2. No deduction or abatement of the wages of any such person shall be made on
account of a holiday having been granted in accordance with sub-section (1)
and 1f such person 1s employed on the basis that he/she would not ordinarily
receive wages for such a day, she/he shall nonetheless be paid for such day
the wages he/she would have drawn had not a holiday been granted to

him/her on that day.

3. If an employer contravenes the provisions of sub-section (1) or sub-section
(2), then such employer shall be punishable with fine, which may extend to
five hundred rupees.

4. This section shall not apply to any elector whose absence may cause danger
or substantial loss in respect of the employment in which he/she 1s engaged.

The above provisions require that all the electors who are employee of
establishments and shops including those which work on shift basis shall be
granted a Paid Holiday on the day of poll in the Constituency where the General
Election to Legislative Assembly i1s to be held. Further, there may be cases
where a person is ordinarily a resident of the Constituency and registered as an
elector, may be serving or employed in an industrial undertaking or an
establishment located outside the Constituency having General poll. It 1s
clarified that in such a situation, even those electors including casual workers
working outside the constituency concerned would be entitled to the benefit of
a paid holiday extended under the Section 135B (1) of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951. The daily wage/casual workers are also entitled for a holiday
and wages on poll day as provided in Section 135B of the R.P. Act, 1951.

(PRADEEP TAYAL)
(JOINT SECRETARY (GAD)

Sd/-
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BRIEFLY —

SAUDI ARABIA
Nine Indians
killed inroad
accident

New Delhi: Nine Indian
nationals were killed in a
road accident near Jizanin
western Saudi Arabia, the
Indian mission in Jeddah
said on Wednesday. The
mission said it is provid-
ing full support and is in
touch with the authorities
and families. External
Affairs  Minister S
Jaishankar said he was
“grieved” to learn about
thelossoflives. “Spoke
with our Consul General
in Jeddah... He is extend-
ing fullest support in this
tragic situation,” he said
onX. ENS

BANGLADESH
‘Unfairdeals’
with India will be
discussed: Govt

Dhaka: Bangladesh Home
Affairs Adviser Lt Gen
(retd) Md Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury said all “un-
equal agreements” with
India during the ousted
PM Sheikh Hasina’s Awa-
mi League tenure will be
discussed. He was addres-
sing the media ahead of
the meet between chiefs of
BSF and BGB. He also ac-
cused Indiansinborder ar-
eas of manufacturing and
smuggling drugs across
the border. ENS

WEST BENGAL

Sandeshkhali
gangrape: High
Court forms SIT

Kolkata: Expressing dissat-
isfaction over police inves-
tigationintolastyear’s gan-
grape case in Sandeshkhali
inwhichaTMCblock pres-
ident has been named as
an accused, Calcutta HC
Wednesday ordered for-
mation of a SIT. Justice
Tirthankar Ghosh, who
was hearing a petition filed
alleging police inaction, or-
dered SIT to submit a
monthly progress reportto
ACJM Basirhat. As per HC
order, the SIT will comprise
ACP, Homicide, Detective
Department Bireswar
Chatterjee, and Baduria
SDPO Rahul Mishra. ENS

SC: Domicile-based quotain PG
medical courses unconstitutional

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday held that domicile-
based reservation for admission
to post-graduate medical courses
within the State quota is uncon-
stitutional as it violates the Right
to Equality under Article 14.

“So far as question... whether
providing for domicile/residence-
based reservation in admission to
PG medical courses within the
State quota s constitutionally in-
valid and impermissible is con-
cerned, our answer is in the affir-
mative. Yes, it is constitutionally
invalid. In other words, providing
for domicile or residence-based
reservation in PG medical courses
is constitutionally impermissible
and cannotbe done,” said a three-
Judge Bench of Justices
Hrishikesh Roy, Sudhanshu
Dhulia and SV N Bhatti.

Writing for the Bench, Justice
Dhulia said: “We are all domiciled
inthe territory of India. We areall
residents of India. Our common
bond as citizens and residents of
one country gives us the right not
only to choose our residence any-
where in India, but also gives us

What’s the
domicile
® quota?

EXPLAINED

FOR POSTGRADUATE
medical seats, the Centre
conducts counselling for
only 50% of the total in-
take while the rest is
filled by state counseling
bodies as per their own
rules. Within this re-
maining 50%, states ear-
mark a quota for ‘domi-
cile’ candidates.

the right to carry on trade and
business or a profession any-
whereinIndia. It also gives us the
right to seek admissionin educa-
tional institutions across India.”

The court said that while
such reservation may be permis-
sible “to a certain degree” in
MBBS courses, it is impermissi-
ble in PG medical courses.

“The benefit of reservation in
educational institutions, includ-
ing medical colleges, to those who
reside in a particular State can be
given to a certain degree only in
MBBS courses, for which we have
assigned reasons in preceding

Must register live-in
relations: Rajasthan HC

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, JANUARY 29

THE RAJASTHAN HC Wedne-
sday directed the state to estab-
lish an authority or tribunal to
register live-in relationships un-
til alaw is enacted for the same.

Hearing a number of petitions,
a bench of Justice Anoop Kumar
Dhand said, “The live-in relation-
ship agreementis liable to be reg-
istered by the competent author-
ity/tribunal, which is required to
be established by the government.
Till enactment of the appropriate
legislation by the government, let
competent authority be estab-
lished in each district of the state
tolookinto the matter of registra-
tion of such live-inrelationships.”

The court said the authority
would “address and redress the
grievances of such partners/cou-
ples who have entered in such
relationships and the children
being born out therefrom. Let a
website or web portal be

launched in this regard for re-
dressal of the issue arising out of
such relationships.”

The court said until a law is
enacted by the state as well as the
Centre, “ascheme of statutory na-
ture is required to be formulated
inlegal format”, which should fix
liability of partners regarding re-
sponsibility for upbringing, edu-
cationand health of childrenborn
of such relationships.

It should also “fix liability of
male partner for maintenance of
non-earning female partner resid-
ing in such relation and children
born out of such relationship”.

The bench said, “Minor chil-
dren born out of such relations
are expected to be maintained
by their parents, and specially by
father, because women from
such relations may often be
found to be sufferers as well.”

The court said that several
live-in couples, facing “danger
from their families and society”,
are moving courts for protection
of their life and liberty.

Tigress Zeenat to remain confined,
may get bigger enclosure in 2 weeks

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY 29

THREE-YEAR-old tigress Zeenat,
who was brought back to Simi-
lipal South after she wandered
through three states and trekked
around 300 kmin 21 days, will re-
mainin confinement fora “longer
period” asalarger enclosureis be-
ing prepared, said Odisha said for-
est department sources.
According to forest depart-
ment sources, an enclosure of
around 6 to 7 hectares area is be-
ing developed. At present,
Zeenat is in an enclosure of
around one hectare area.
Principal chief conservator of

forest (wildlife) P K Jha told The
Indian Express that the larger en-
closure is expected to be ready
in the next two weeks.

“Though we don’t see any un-
usual behaviour from her at pres-
ent, tigers generally have a very
strong memory. If she again ven-
tures into other states, it would be
a challenge for us again. Hence,
based on the expert panel’s sug-
gestions, we have decided to in-
crease her territorial area but it
would beinalarger enclosure,” a
senior forest department official
told The Indian Express.

Once she enters her estrous
cycle and reaches sexual matu-
rity, the official said, a decision
would be taken regarding releas-

ing her in the wild. “Once she en-
ters the estrous cycle, she would
attract male tigers from around
15 to 20 km area for mating. She
would not leave the place once
she is pregnant,” said the official
who did not wish to be named.

On January 16, a committee
comprising officials from state’s
wildlife wing, National Tiger
Conservation Authority and
Wildlife Institute of India visited
Similipal to take a call on
Zeenat's future course of action.

The government'’s steps are
based on the panel’s suggestions.
On December 29, Zeenat was se-
dated and captured from a for-
est near Gosaindihi village in
Bankura.

paragraphs. But considering the
importance of specialist doctors
in PG medical course, reservation
at the higher level on the basis of
residence would be violative of
Article 14 of the Constitution of
India,” the court said.

“If such a reservation is per-
mitted, it would be an invasion on
the fundamental rights of several
students who are being treated
unequally simply for the reason
that they belong to a different
State in the Union. This would be
a violation of the equality clause
in Article 14 of the Constitution
and would amount to a denial of
equality before the law,” it said.

“The State quota seats, apart
from areasonable number of in-
stitution-based reservations,
have to be filled strictly on the
basis of merit in all-India exam-
ination,” the court said, while
adding that its decision would
not affect admissions already
granted on the basis of domicile-
based reservation.

“Domicile in normal parlance
denotes ‘the place of living’ or per-
manent residence. The legal con-
cept is, however, different,” the
courtsaid. “The very concept of a
provincial or State domicile in
India is a misconception. Thereis

only one domicile inIndia, which
we refer to as domicile in the ter-
ritory of India as given under
Article 52. All Indians have only
one domicile, which is the
Domicile of India,” it said.

The Bench also noted that in
Dr Pradeep Jain vs Union of India,
the SC had, in 1984, explained
why residence-based reservation
in PG medical courses was viola-
tive of Article 14, and such reser-
vation may be permissible in
MBBS courses. “The reasoning
given was thatitis the State which
spends money on creating the in-
frastructures and bears the ex-
penses for running a medical col-
lege, and therefore some
reservation at the basic level of a
medical course i.e. MBBS can be
permissible for the residents of
that State. The classification be-
tween residents and others here
can be justified as the classifica-
tion seeks to maintain a balance
as it considers local needs, back-
wardness of the area, the expense
borne by the State in creating the
infrastructure, etc,” it said.

The court was hearing ap-
peals against a Punjab and
Haryana HC ruling that scrapped
such domicile-based reservation
in PG medical admission.
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Top court seeks data on FIRs
under 2019 law on triple talaq

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE SUPREME Court
Wednesday asked the Centre to
furnish data on number of FIRs
registered under the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights of
Marriage) Act, 2019, which made
divorce by pronouncing instant
triple talaq a punishable offence.
The top court had in 2017 de-
clared divorce by instant triple
talaq unconstitutional.

The direction came from a
bench of CJI Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar while hear-
ing petitions challenging the con-
stitutional validity of the 2019 Act.

“We want list of cases all over
India where FIRs are filed. Now in
all states, FIRs are centralised. Just
give us a list of that... We will ex-
amine the data,” the (]I told
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
who appeared for the Centre.

The bench asked the govern-
ment to inform the number of
FIRs registered under Sections 3
and 4 of the Act. Section 3 provides
that “any pronouncement of talaq
by a Muslim husband upon his
wife, by words, either spoken or
written or in electronic formorin
any other manner whatsoever,
shall be void and illegal”.

GSLV-F15 carrying navigation satellite NVS-02 lifts off from Sriharikota on Wednesday. P11

ISRO scores a century of missions
with launch of navigation satellite

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE INDIAN Space Research
Organisation =~ Wednesday
achieved a significant milestone
of completing 100 launches as
the GSLV-F15 lifted-off from
Sriharikota and placed in orbit
the second generation naviga-
tional satellite NVS-02.

The NVS-02 is the second
satellite in the second generation
of satellites developed for the
Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS), contain-
ing an indigenous atomic clock.
Some of the previous generation
satellites had stopped providing
location data owing to the mal-
functioning atomic clocks. A
satellite-based positioning sys-
tem determines the location of
objects by accurately measuring
the time it takes for a signal to
travel to and back from it using
the atomic clocks on board.

2025 will finally see the next

GSLV F-16 launch the NASA-ISRO
SAR Mission (NISAR), which was
delayed because of a repair
needed to one of its reflectors.
There will also be a commercial
launch of a foreign satellite on-
board country’s heaviest vehicle
LVM-3. A technology demon-
strator satellite TDS-01 — which
will have 34 experiments onit —
will be launched using first PSLV
manufactured fully by an indus-
try consortium. And, two other
earth observation satellites will
also be launched this year, ISRO
chief Dr V Narayanan said.

The much awaited first un-
crewed flight G1 under Gagan-
yaan mission will also take place
this year, he said.

With this launch, ISRO has
placed in orbit 548 satellites
weighing 120 tonnes. Of this, 433
satellites weighing 23 tonnes be-
longed to foreign nations.

Thiswas the firstlaunch under
the chairmanship of Dr
Narayanan. “Reward for hard
work is more work and ISRO has

got a very busy year ahead with
many missions lined up in the
coming months...Onbehalf of the
present generation of ISRO lead-
ers, I salute all the previous gener-
ation of leaders, the past and pres-
ent employees, and our family
members,” he said after the
launch. He alsorecalled India’s big
scientific missions such as three
Chandrayaan missions, the Mars
Orbiter Mission, and Aditya-L1.

Congratulating ISRO, PM
Narendra Modi said on X, “This
incredible milestone illustrates
the vision, dedication and com-
mitment of our scientists and
engineers. With the private sec-
tor joining hands, India’s space
journey will continue to attain
new heights.”

Union Minister Jitendra Singh
said on X: “It'sa privilege to be as-
sociated with the Department of
Space at the historic moment of
this record feat. Team #ISRO, you
have once again made India
proud with the successful launch
of GSLV-F15 | NVS-02 Mission.”

Section 4 prescribes impris-
onment for a term which may
extend to three years, besides a
fine on “any Muslim husband
who pronounces talaq referred
toin section 3 upon his wife”.

Defending the Act, Mehta said
making the pronouncement of in-
stant triple talaq punishable was
well within the Centre’slegislative
policy domain. He submitted that
the law only prescribed three
years’ imprisonment, compared
to other legislations protecting
women’s rights prescribing even
greater punishment.

CJI Khanna said that pro-
nouncement of triple talaq does
notlead toavalid divorce, and the
husband-wife relationship re-
mains. “If the divorce itself is not
recognised, the relationship then
continues and no separation. But
now you have penalised the very
act of pronouncingit...,” he said.

Mehta said the numbers
would show whether the practice
is still continuing and if women
are coming forward against it or
not. He submitted that the law
was the least the government
could do to protect women from
the regressive practice.

Appearing for a petitioner,
Advocate Nizam Pasha said the
“mere utterance of words (talaq
thrice)” has been criminalised.

Mehta countered this and
said there are provisions like sec-
tion 506 (criminal intimidation)
of the IPC which penalise utter-
ances. “If I threaten someone
orally, itis a section 506 offence.
Itis a severe crime,” Mehta said.

Senior Advocate M R Shams-
had, also representing a petitioner,
said any such situationas the kind
contemplated under the 2019 Act
can be taken care of under the
Domestic Violence Act and there
was no need for a separate law.

He said that while FIRs are not
registered for months in matri-
monial cases even if the wife is
beaten up, FIR is filed under the
2019 Act for mere utterance.

The SGsaid that “innocivilised
section, such a practice is there.”

Pasha argued that the Act
abandonment of a wife by her
husband is not treated as a crim-
inal offence in any other com-
munity to which Mehta said
triple talaq was also not prac-
tised in any other community.

“lam sure none of the lawyers
here are saying the practice s cor-
rect, but what they are saying is
whether it can be criminalised
when the practice is banned and
nodivorce can take place by utter-
ing talaq three times atonce,” the
(JI said. The matter was fixed for
hearing next in March.

FDA clears Ozempic
for diabetics to cut
kidney disease risk

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has ap-
proved Novo Nordisk’s diabetes-
cum-weight loss drug Ozempic
for patients with both chronic
kidney disease and diabetes.

This came after clinical trials
showed itreduced risk of kidney
failure, disease progression and
death due to heart problems.

This is a significant break-
through in managing diabetes-re-
lated conditions.

FDA approval is based on re-
sults from a trial investigating ef-
fects of once-a-week Ozempicin-
jections on major kidney and
cardiovascular outcomes inadults
with Type 2 diabetes and chronic
kidney disease. It showed a 24%
reduced risk of worsening kidney
disease and kidney failure (end-
stage kidney disease)and alsoled
to a 4.9% risk reduction in death
from cardiovascular disease.

Ozempic contains semaglu-
tide, a GLP-1 receptor agonist
(RA), which mimics the function
of ahormone released by the in-
testine after eating. It lowers
blood sugar by helping the pan-

creas make more of insulin. It
canalso help with weightloss by
reducing appetite and increas-
ing the feeling of “fullness”.

The FDA nod is significant for
India, where Ozempic will likely
be available soon. “Diabetesis the
leading cause of kidney disease so
the medicine will be beneficial on
alarge scale. Prevention is of cru-
cial importance so that we do not
create an economic burden by in-
creasing the number of kidney
transplants,” said Dr Himanshu
Verma, prof and head of Nephr-
ology department at VMMC and
Safdarjung Hospital in Delhi.

According to Dr Anoop Misra,
Chairman, Fortis CDOC Hospital
for Diabetes, a substantial num-
ber of Indians with diabetes are
atrisk of developing kidney dis-
ease, yet treatment options re-
main limited.

“This approval marks a sig-
nificant breakthrough in manag-
ing diabetes-related complica-
tions, especially in a population
where both kidney disease and
obesity are rising concerns. We
now have a drug that addresses
multiple key aspects of diabetes,
including obesity, blood sugar
control, heart and liver health,
and kidney disease,” he said.

2nd suspected GBS death in Maharashtra

ANURADHAMASCARENHAS
PUNE, JANUARY 29

A56-YEAR-old woman suffering
from oral cancer is suspected to
have died of Guillain-Barré
Syndrome (GBS) at Sassoon
General Hospital Wednesday.

State health authorities said
the woman, from Kirkatwadi,
Sinhagad Road, was referred to
Sassoon General Hospital on
January 17 after her condition
worsened, where she died on
Tuesday.

According to health officials,
this is second suspected fatality
from the GBS outbreak.
“However, the death audit com-
mittee will review the case and
confirm the cause of the death,”
Dr Nina Borade, medical health
officer of the Pune Municipal
Corporation said.

Meanwhile, West Bengal
health department sources
Wednesday said that three peo-
ple, including a 10-year-old and
a 17-year-old, are suspected to
have died of GBS in the state so
far. WITHENS KOLKATA

With cane flowering too soon, sugar production in Maharashtra takes a hit

PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
SOLAPUR, JANUARY 29

ON A late-October morning,
Siddeshwar Bendre noticed a
white arrow-shaped tassel ris-
ing from a lone stalk in his four-
acre sugarcane field. “I knew it
was a flower. But given that cane
shouldn’t flower this early, I did
not pay much attention and sim-
ply nipped it off,” said the 55-
year-old from Bathan village in
Mangalwedha taluka of
Maharashtra’s Solapur district.
But it wasn't a freak incident.
Within days of appearance of that
first flower, there were more such
slender, silky inflorescence on
many of his cane plants. By mid-
November, when the cane cut-
ting labourers from Utopian Sug-
ars Ltd’s factory at Pantnagar in
the same taluka came, Bendre’s
entire field was a melange of gre-

en plants withlong and loose wh-
ite tassels jutting out from them.
Bendre had planted his 18-
month-duration adsali cane crop
in July 2023. It should have ma-
tured and been ready to harvest
only towards late-December
2024.But early flowering — mark-
ing the end of its vegetative grow-
th period and accumulation of su-
crose (sugar) in the stalks - cut
short his crop’s life cycle: “Those
white flowers are to be blamed”.
Bendre’sisn’t anisolated case
though, with early flowering of
sugarcane reported across Mah-
arashtra. When the 2024-25 sea-
son (October-September) began,
the state was projected to produce
about 102 lakh tonnes (It) of sugar,
down from 110.20 It in 2023-24.
The latest estimates, however,
suggest a further drop to 85-87It.
“I have seen sugarcane flow-
ers in March-April (when mills
are close to winding up opera-

tions), but never in November (at
the start of the crushing season).
Kadhichjhalanahota(Thisis un-
precedented),” he said.

For Bendre, his sugarcane pro-
ducing flowers by late-October
wasn't just an unusual and un-
timely botanical phenomenon, it
has impacted his cane yield, wh-
ich averaged 35 tonnes per acre
this time, from 42 tonnesin 2023.

AsonJanuary 28, Maharashtra
mills had crushed 596.38 It of cane
and produced 53.72 It of sugar this
season at an average recovery of
9.01%. During the corresponding
period of the 2023-24 season,
they had crushed 673.88 It and
produced 64.27 It with anaverage
9.547% sugar recovery.

B B Thombare, president of
West Indian Sugar Mills Assoc-
iation, expects mills in Solapur
and the Marathwada-Khandesh
regions to shut for the season by
mid-February, those in central

White arrow-shaped tassel in a sugarcane field

Maharashtra(Pune, Ahmednagar
and Nashik) by mid-March, and
therest (including in Satara, Sangli
and Kolhapur) by end-March.
“Our mills commenced crus-
hing in mid-November and the
season normally extends till
end-April/early-May. The cur-
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rent one will be a very short sea-
son,” he told The Indian Express.
Rohan Paricharak, managing
director of Utopian Sugars, didn’t
see his factory crushing beyond
January-end. “We previously as-
sumed crushing at 4.5 It, but
now even 3.75 It seems difficult.

There’s hardly much cane avail-
able to crush,” he said.
Thombre attributed the low
cane yields to two reasons. The
first was the extended drought
from around August 2023 till
April-May 2024, when the already
planted cane faced severe mois-
ture stress. This was followed by
excess rainfall in the 2024 south-
west monsoon season, accompa-
nied by very little sunshine. “The
resultant climate shock - first
from no rain and then too much
of it,with the cropin the wet fields
deprived of both aeration and
daylight - is probably what trig-
gered early flowering,” he added.
Shivaji Sathe, a farmer from
the same village as Bendre, agreed
with Thombre. “Floweringisa sig-
nal that the cane crop has ma-
tured. It will not gain any more
weight or accumulate more sugar
and isripe for harvesting. But here,
we have flowering happening in

October-November, when it sho-
uldn’t be before March-April.
Vatavaran madhe badal (this is
nothing but climate change),” he
pointed out.

Inthe event of flowering, cane
stops growing and sucrose stored
in its stalks moves to the plant’s
tip, whereit is used for flower de-
velopment. It, then, leads toaloss
of cane weight as well as sucrose
content recoverable as sugar.

Sathe, known as a “cham-
pion” cane grower for setting
yield records in his area, is one of
the few farmers whose crop es-
caped excess early flowering. He
somehow ensured it did not suf-
fer from moisture stress, despite
the nearby Bhima River drying
up and the district collector dis-
connecting electricity supplies
in April-May 2024 to stop lifting
of water. But even Sathe could
harvest only 60 tonnes per acre
from his 14-acres holding, com-

pared to his 80 tonnes standard.

The 62-year-old has done a
“post-mortem” of why his yields
have taken a hit. “It was only due
to climate change and not any
fault in my agricultural practices.
In most farmers’ fields, the cane
did not get adequate water during
the grand growth period (about
100days after planting, when the
stalks rapidly gain height and
girth). But from June onwards, it
poured almost continuously. We
also had few sunny days and cold
nights, necessary for sucrose ac-
cumulation period. That extreme
combination caused early flower-
ing,includinginmy case,” he said.

With lower output in
Maharashtra and also UP - the
cane crop there has faced set-
backs from red rot fungal disease
and top shoot borer pest attacks
- the Centre is unlikely to allow
any further export of sweetener
in current season.
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g MaHA KUMBH STAMPEDE
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“The crowd walked over me’

Scattered shoes, slippers, clothes tell the story of the chaos that unfolded at the Sangam area of the Maha Kumbh early
Wednesday morning. At least 30 people were killed and 60 suffered injuries in the stampede.

UP CM orders
judicial probe:
‘Such incidents
give us lessons’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 29

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday evening ordered
a judicial probe into the stampede at Maha
Kumbh that left atleast 30 people dead dur-
ing the Amrit Snan on the occasion of Mauni
Amavasya. The chief minister said thata sep-
arate inquiry will be conducted by the UP
Police into the incident.

The three-member judicial probe team
will be headed by retired Justice of Allahabad
High Court Harsh Kumar. The other two
members of the team are former DGP V K
Gupta and retired IAS officer D K Singh.

In a notification issued later, the govern-
ment stated that the probe would cover two
points — a) finding out the reasons and cir-
cumstances that caused the incident,andb)
to give suggestions about preventing such
happenings in future. The commission has
been given one month to submit the report
but it could be extended.

In a statement, the CM said: “These inci-
dents give us lessons as well. We have de-
cided to go into the roots of this incident. We
will conduct ajudicial inquiry into it because
after so many reviews of arrangements and
keeping vigilance at the local level such a
tragedy took place. The inquiry is being done
to find out the reasons.”

“Besides this, monitoring was done by the
CM Control room, DGP control room, and Chief
Secretary control room; and meetings were
conducted the whole day. Prime Minister
(NarendraModi), Union Home Minister (Amit
Shah), Railway Minister
(Ashwini Vaishnaw), BJP
national president (J P
Nadda) and UP Governor
(Anandiben Patel) have
been coordinating since
morning,” the CM said.

“It is very natural that
questions are being raised
on these issues. This
Mauni Amavasya Snan is
the main Snan and all the
roads were choked. The administration was
engaged to clear those choked roads. After the
incident, the akharas had postponed the Amirit
Snan scheduled at 4 am and this was done
later in the afternoon. There has been a pres-
sure of over 8 crore pilgrims in Prayagraj and
they had been stopped in adjoining districts
by setting up hoarding areas. They have now
beenreleased after the Amrit Snan by akharas.

F 4

(Top) Relatives of the stampede victims outside the mortuary of a hospital in Prayagraj on Wednesday. Chitral Khambhati & Vishal Srivastav
(Above) People look for their belongings after the stampede at the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj. Reuters

There has been immense pressure at differ-
ent railway stations in Prayagraj and railways
operated over 300 trains to carry the pilgrims
to their destinations,” the CM added.

According to the CM, the incident “oc-
curred due to a huge crowd breaking the bar-
ricades at Akhara Marg
and crossing the barri-
cades by jumping overit”.

Announcing an ex-
gratia of 25 lakh to the
kin of each of the de-
ceased, the CM said, “This
isavery sadincident...Our
heartfelt condolence is for
the kin of these persons.
We have been in regular
contact with the Mela ad-
ministration and the police. All required
arrangements were made following the re-
lief work done by making a green corridor
rushing the injured to hospital.”

The chief minister said the DGP and the
chief secretary will go to Prayagraj on
Thursday to look into all the issues, and the
arrangements required for the upcoming
events at Maha Kumbh.

90 LAKH DEVOTEES ARRIVE
INAYODHYA: STATE GOVT

Ayodhya: On the occasion of
Mauni Amavasya, Ayodhya too
witnessed an overwhelming surge
of devotees who took a holy dip in
the Saryu River. Experts estimate
that over 50 lakh devotees have
arrived in Ayodhya in the past 72
hours and the influx is expected to
continue until Vasant Panchami,
an official statement said.

The temple town remained
packed with worshippers
throughout the day, with long
queues outside Ram Mandir and
Hanumangarhi temple extending
late into the night. A massive
crowd stretched from Shringar
Haat to the temple premises.
Similar scenes were observed at
the Ram Temple.

—PTI

PEOPLE STRUGGLE TO FIND MISSING LOVED ONES

At mortuary, wait and despalr

MAULSHREE SETH
PRAYAGRAJ, JANUARY 29

IT IS 7:41 pm and Naresh Kumar from
Amritsar has been searching the entire Maha
Kumbh area for his wife since 2 am, when
the deadly stampede took place. He has now
finally arrived at the mortuary in Prayagraj
with his 6-year-old son, hoping his worst fear
is proved false.

Kumar says he checked 35 bodies inside
the mortuary. None were of his wife. With
his legs finally giving up, he sits outside
clutching her Aadhaar card. “I cannot return
home without her, or her body.”

There are many like him outside the mor-
tuary of Moti Lal Nehru Medical College —
husbands, daughters, sons, daughter-in-law,
all here asalastresort after a fruitless day-long
search for their loved ones. Those wanting to
check the bodies are taken inside the gates.

Many are forced to continue their search.

A number of ambulances begin to wind
their way out with the bodies of victims that
have been identified.

At 8:05 pm, two ambulances leave with
the bodies of two Jaunpur residents — 60-
year-old Rampati Devi and her daughter-in-
law Reeta Devii.

Rampati’s daughter Shila Rajbhar, whois
leaving for Jaunpur, says: “There was barri-
cading everywhere. People were shouting at
us to get out... Suddenly people came from
everywhere, they were falling on each other
and soon there was a pile of people over
whom others were stepping over. We were
also pushed aside by the crowd. My 60-year-
old mother, on whose persuasion, we all had
come, and my sister-in-law died.”

At 8:43 pm, ambulance number 125
leaves with the body of a Gorakhpur resident
while ambulance number 137 leaves for

Bihar with one body.
-

WHY THE CROWD WAS BIGGER THAN USUAL

B The stampede at the Sangam took place
in the early hours of Wednesday (January
29), a day crowds bigger than usual were
flocking to the riverbank for the ritual
dip. This was because January 29 was
Mauni Amavasya, one of the days
considered very auspicious for taking a
bath at the Kumbh Mela.

B Mauni Amavasya is the new moon
night of the krishna paksha (the waning
moon fortnight) of the Hindu month of
Magh. On this day, both the Sun and
Moon are in the same raashi of Makar
(Capricorn), which makes it astrologically
significant. Maun means silence, and on
Mauni Amavasya, it is believed that
observing silence, at least till before one
takes a bath, is beneficial.

M “According to Hindu religious beliefs,
taking a ritual bath in a river on Mauni
Amavasya washes away one’s sins. Taking
adip in the Triveni on a Mauni Amavasya

during Kumbh Mela is, thus, of added
spiritual significance,” Dr Ramesh Kumar
Upadhyay, president of the Bhartiya
Jyotish Aadhyatm Parishad, said.

B About why silence is observed on this
day, Upadhyay said, “The new moonis a
day of big happenings in the world of
nature. The high tide and low tide are
more pronounced... On such a day, when
nature is so dynamic, Hindu sages have
advised stillness and silence for humans.”
—YASHEE

™

Police at the SRN Hospital in Prayagraj; Deepali Srivastava consoles Saumya, who lost her mother. Vishal Srivastav & Chitral Khambhati
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As young, old
wait for bodies,
locals offer
helping hand

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 29

AS THE families of stampede victims waited
in the biting cold outside a Prayagraj mortu-
ary to collect the bodies of their loved ones,
a group of local residents stepped up to pro-
vide them a small measure of succour.

The group, comprising around 10 people,
provided snacks, tea and coffee to the elderly
and arranged milk for children from the early
hours of Wednesday at the campus of Moti
Lal Nehru Medical College.

Most of these volunteers are family
members of Class IV employees at the col-
lege who reside near the mortuary located
on the campus.

“We saw a large number of people gath-
ered at the mortuary gate. It was heartbreak-
ing to see elderly persons and children,” said
Omwati, who works at the gate of the girls'
hostel of the college. She reached out to some
neighbours and they all decided to prepare
some refreshments for those in the crowd.

“Initially, people were hesitant to take
anything, but as time passed, they accepted
the tea and coffee,” she added.

The mortuary premises saw a large
crowd, as grieving families gathered to col-
lect the bodies of their loved ones after post-
mortem procedures. “After noticing some
people sitting for a long time, we offered
them food... but they declined,” said Meena
Devi, whose husband, Panna Lal, works at
the medical college.

Sagar Kumar, whose father Prem Chand
works at the medical college, said they had
prepared hundreds of cups of tea and coffee
for those waiting outside the postmortem
house since early morning. “We are still work-
ing,” he said on Wednesday late evening.

4 from Karnataka feared dead

At least four people from Karnataka's
Belagavi, including a mother-daughter duo,
were feared to be among the casualties of the
Maha Kumbh stampede on Wednesday. The
victims from Belagavi were identified as BJP
worker Jyoti Hattarwad, 50; her daughter
Megha Hattarwad, 16; Mahadevi Bhavanur,
and Arun Koparde. The Belagavi district ad-
ministration has appointed two nodal offi-
cers—Special Deputy Commissioner Harsha
Shetty and Additional Superintendent of
Police Shruti N S—to travel to Prayagraj and
make necessary arrangements to bring the
bodies of the victims from the district back
to Karnataka. —ENS, BENGALURU

‘Can’t go back without her — or her body’

At 9:23 pm, four more bodies are placed
in two ambulances. They were part of a
group of nine from Karnataka. Kanchan
Koparde, part of this group, sits next to two
bodies wrapped in white. One is that of her
husband, the other her friend. “We were go-
ing towards Sangam to take the holy dip. But
before we could reach the confluence, at
about 1:30 am, a crowd came rushing from
the front. There was suddenly a stampede
and everyone was falling over each other. It
was difficult to save any person.”

The remainder of the group is leaving in
an ambulance for Delhi and will take the
bodies by flight to Karnataka.

There is similar uncertainty at SRN
Hospital, where the injured people were
brought. Prabhat and Saroj Singh are wait-
ing outside the emergency ward. Their son,
24-year-old Ravi Singh is inside. “There will
be plastic surgery as he has seriously injured
his jaw in the stampede,” informs his aunt.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SMALL AND SMART

A Chinese lab has shaken a core tenet of Al development,
showing more can be done with less. India must take note

F ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE is the new battlefield, when was the first shot fired?

Was it last week, when a Chinese Al lab released a Large Language Model (LLM), de-

veloped at a fraction of the cost of the ones built by Silicon Valley, and yet capable

of beating these same models on several benchmarks? Or was it this week, when
Wall Street opened to a bloodbath, with US stocks losing a reported $1 trillion in value,
including chip-maker Nvidia’s $600-billion drop? Perhaps it can be traced way back to
October 2022, when the US, in an effort to retain its edge, banned the export to China of
advanced chips used for Al development? As questions pile up on the implications of
China’s DeepSeek R1 and the future of Al, one thing is clear: America’s lead in the race has
shrunk considerably. It seems to have happened, moreover, in the blink of an eye, catch-
ing the US and Silicon Valley — as indeed, the world — completely by surprise.

Yet, it is not as if DeepSeek, with a logo featuring a blue whale, surfaced out of
nowhere. A minnow compared to the Big Four in China’s tech sector (Baidu, Alibaba,
Tencent and Xiaomi), DeepSeek made ripples last year when it released its V3 model,
which was described by Andrej Karpathy, one of the founders of OpenAl, as a “fron-
tier-grade LLM, trained on a joke of a budget” (a “mere” $6 million, compared to the
over $500 million that OpenAl has reportedly spent on ChatGPT). The January 20 de-
but of R1, a reasoning model developed on a shoestring budget and with second-rate
chips which can, nonetheless, perform as well as OpenAl's most advanced model, shook
one of the central tenets of Al development in the US — that it takes billions of dollars
to produce cutting-edge technology. That lack of access to first-rate chips couldn’t hin-
der DeepSeek also shows the limits of America’s “small yard, high fence” approach,
and that smaller, nimbler competitors could easily get within heel-snapping distance.
The open-source strategy adopted by Chinese labs, including DeepSeek, as opposed to
the proprietary model favoured by those in the US (except, notably, Meta) also hints at
another way in which the rules of the game could be rewritten by China, as more global
talent — and, indeed, other countries nursing their own Al ambitions — gravitate to-
wards free-to-use models.

India, which talks of building “sovereign Al”, may find hope in the DeepSeek story, that
itis possible to do more with less. Yet, even as it puts its weight being the ambition and tal-
ent of the homegrown tech sector, and puts in the Rs 10,300 crore committed under the
IndiaAl mission in March 2024, the government must also find a way to ensure access to
the best Al hardware. If the future will be defined by Al, India must be a part of it.

A CASE OF COMMON SENSE

In defamation case against Atishi, Delhi court sends out right
message that political matters are for the ballot, not witness box

OLONIAL-ERA LAWS, AND some of their successors in independent India,

are often misused to curb free speech. The weaponisation of the provisions

on criminal defamation under the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) and the

BNSS stand out. Too often, cases that appear politically motivated or rely on
the loosely defined idea of “hurt sentiments” make their way through the system — of-
ten, they are seen as serving partisan ends. In such circumstances, it is for the judiciary —
at every level — to separate politics from justice and protect free speech. The sessions
court of Special Judge Vishal Gogne in Delhi has risen, admirably, to the task of adjudicat-
ing a politically sensitive matter ahead of the assembly election. It must serve as an ex-
ample across the country.

Last April, Atishi — who later became Delhi's chief minister — accused the BJP of try-
ing to poach its leaders and threatening them with action by investigative agencies. The
defamation case filed against her by Delhi BJP leader Praveen Shankar Kapoor alleged, in
essence, that she made false allegations to distract from the Delhi excise policy “scam” and
that the AAP was “trying to portray that the BJP is trying to subvert the [Delhi| government
byillegal means”. Judge Gogne quashed the summons against Atishi, underlining at least
three principles that must become part of the judicial and political common sense. First,
he reiterated that an essential part of free speech “permits one man'’s subaltern to be an-
other man’s Naxal, it permits one man'’s freebie to be another man’s welfare”. Second,
the court asserted that the final judgement on political comments and assertions “must
be answered by the court of the people through elections and not courts of law through
discussions on defamation”. The court also questioned Kapoor’s claim of being aggrieved
by Atishi's statements: “A person looking to represent himself as ‘aggrieved’ by virtue of
being a member of the party cannot claim legal status as an aggrieved purely upon his le-
gal status as a member of the party”.

The judiciary, particularly at the trial court level, has been seen in recent times as pass-
ing the buck on politically sensitive matters, including defamation and the grant of bail.
In August last year, then CJI D Y Chandrachud had asked trial court judges to exercise “ro-
bust common sense”. By insisting that, “a court of law cannot aid the tilting of the dem-
ocratic balance between unequal political formations and against the right to freedom of
speech”, the Delhi court has done just that. It is now also for the political class to introspect,
and perhaps be more judicious in playing politics in court.

HISTORY IN CLOSE-UPS

Publication of a spate of memoirs paints a reassuring picture
of the enduring appeal of individual stories

N AN ERA of digital immediacy and data overload, is there still room for the mem-

oir that zooms in on the personal over the big picture? The publication of a spate

of memoirs, from Kargil War hero Lt Gen Y K Joshi’s Who Dares Wins to Amol

Palekar's Viewfinder to the English translation of a Finnish woman's account of life
in the Soviet Union under Stalin in the 1930s, Under the Sickle and the Sledgehammer paints
areassuring picture of their enduring appeal and historical heft.

From General Joshi's retelling of his life as a soldier to Kirsti Huurre's account of the dis-
solution of her dream of egalitarianism in Under the Sickle and the Sledgehammer, each of
these books shows that history is not something that happens to nations. It seeps into
the lives of individuals, beyond the grandiose narratives of history books or official state
records. Memoirs humanise momentous events, the lived experiences of people provid-
ing the texture and depth to the complexities of an era. As the world celebrated the 80th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz this week, for instance, it was the diary of a
13-year-old Anne Frank, hidden in a secret annexe in Amsterdam during the Holocaust,
that offered a glimpse into the human cost of war when it was first published posthu-
mously in 1947. Frank had perished in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 1945.

In 2007, on a visit to New Delhi to release the English translation of his memoir Once
Upon a Time in the Soviet Union, Dominique Lapierre had spoken of his experience of trav-
elling through post-Stalin USSR. One of the highlights of the trip was meeting an old
Soviet lady who requested Lapierre to deflate one of the tires of his French Marly so she
could “feel the gust of air from Paris”, he told The Indian Express. History books can speak
of how the world changes one event at a time, but only such intimate accounts can speak
of what it feels like to live through them.
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A much-needed thaw

Economically, India and China need each other.

Politically, they must constantly worry about the US
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WORDLY WISE
ONE MACHINE CAN DO THE WORK OF 50 ORDINARY
MEN. NO MACHINE CAN DO THE WORK OF ONE
EXTRAORDINARY MAN. — ELBERT HUBBARD

KANTI BAJPAI

INDIA AND CHINA are finally talking to each
other again rather than past each other. Are
we, then, headed back to their pre-Galwan
“normal” relationship, or is the present thaw
likely to turn cold and conflictual again?
NothinginIndia-Chinarelationsis ever simple
and linear, but the signs are that the two coun-
tries are moving towards the normal diplo-
macy of the past 35 years, ever since Rajiv
Gandhi’s breakthrough trip to Beijing in 1988.

From 1988 onwards, India-China relations
came to rest on four pillars that undergirded
a fair degree of military and diplomatic sta-
bility: Summitry, border negotiations, confi-
dence building measures (CBMs), and peo-
ple-to-people (P2P) ties including trade. Until
Galwan, the top leadership of India and China
would meet regularly, bilaterally and multi-
laterally, often more than once a year.
Running parallel to summitry were the bor-
der negotiations. In one form or another, talks
on a final territorial settlement have run for
over 30 years, with few interruptions (a
remarkable fact).

Since the two militaries could clash at the
border, they had worked out a series of CBMs
to reduce the risk of serious escalation —
Galwan was the exception that proved the rule
(fatalities were low). Beyond these state-to-
state measures, Delhi and Beijing encouraged
P2P — tourism, cultural and academic links,
and trade — to anchor ties at the societal level
as well. As a result, thousands of Indian stu-
dents are in China getting relatively low-priced
and high-quality education and are also get-
ting to know their host country beyond the
inflammatory headlines.

At least three factors are driving India and
China back to this normal diplomacy.In a piece
[ wrote for the Asia Peace Programme at the
National University of Singapore before
Donald Trump won the US presidential elec-
tion, I suggested that the three drivers of dé-
tente are economic, military, and political.
These will likely be even stronger drivers of
India-China diplomacy now that Trump is at

Between India and the US,
differences abound: Over
immigration, trade, relations
with Pakistan and
Bangladesh, US commentary
on India’s democratic record,
American accusations over a
putative Indian assassination
plot, and Indian accusations
of unchecked Sikh militant
activity on US soil. Some of
these worries may reduce
with Trump in the White
House, others such as
immigration and trade could
get worse. For China, the US’
weaponisation of trade and
technology are likely to
continue under Trump. In
short, India and China face a
common challenge — how to
enhance their bargaining
power with the US.

the helm in Washington.

Economically, India and China need each
other. India’s economy is stubbornly stuck on
a 30-year growth path of 7 per cent per an-
num. China’s economy is languishing at 5 per
cent per annum and could further slow down.
To grow, Indian businesses desperately need
Chinese products including in many key ar-
eas like pharmaceuticals, electronics,and also
infrastructure. As for Chinese businesses, they
need to diversify in a world where Western
protectionism against them is growing.
Looking ahead, India is a potentially huge mar-
ket for China.

Militarily, the two countries are in a stale-
mate. It is clear after Galwan that both sides
are prepared to maintain huge military de-
ployments in physically horrible environ-
ments to defend every inch of territory. But
these take a huge toll on men, materiel, and
money. More importantly, given the terrain
and climate, neither side can likely ever win
an outright victory on the border. Plus, both
confront other military challenges. India
must always reckon with the possibility of
conflict with Pakistan over cross-border ter-
rorism, and worse still, a two-front war with
China and Pakistan. For China, the main mil-
itary concerns are in East Asia — war with
Taiwan, with Japan over the Senkaku/Diaoyu
Islands, and with the Philippines over the
South China Sea. In each case, the US could
become involved against China. Trump’s
presidency could heighten President Xi
Jinping’s concerns over the US' presence and
role in the region.

Politically, both Delhi and Beijing must
constantly worry about Washington. Despite
all the bonhomie between India and the US,
differences abound: Overimmigration, trade,
relations with Pakistan and Bangladesh, US
commentary on India’s democratic record,
American accusations over a putative Indian
assassination plot, and Indian accusations of
unchecked Sikh militant activity on US soil.
Some of these worries may reduce with

Trump in the White House, others such asim-
migration and trade could get worse. For
China, the US’ weaponisation of trade and
technology are likely to continue under
Trump. China must also worry about
America’s “naming and shaming” of Beijing’s
policies in Tibet and Xinjiang. In short, India
and China face a common challenge — how
to enhance their bargaining power with the
US. One way is to signal to Washington that
they have other strategic choices and partners
if pushed too hard.

Will this détente last? India and China have
squared off in a series of confrontations since
2010 — in 2013 (Depsang), 2014 (Chumar),
2015 (Burtse), 2017 (Doklam), 2020 (Galwan),
and 2022 (Yangtse), with casualties in 2020
and 2022. It would be foolish to say that the
present détente and normalisationis assured
and that the two sides will avoid future
clashes. Territorial quarrels are hard to man-
age and even harder to resolve because land
(and water) is connected to sovereignty.
National identity and memories of colonial-
ism and imperialism in both India and China
make both societies very touchy about any
challenges to sovereignty. As Manjari
Chatterjee Miller of the University of Toronto
suggested years ago, both sides have an en-
during sense of victimhood. Resolution of the
quarrel is possible, but it will take a huge bar-
gain. A bargain is not beyond Modi and Xi, but
neither leadership looks in a hurry.

The drivers of the current thaw in relations
are structural. Economic need, military reali-
ties,and political worries over the US are long-
term factors that won't easily go away. India-
Chinarelations should, therefore, continue to
soften and normalise evenif along-term bor-
der and strategic agreement appears difficult
to achieve.

The writer is Wilmar Professor of Asian Studies
and vice dean (Research and Development),
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,

National University of Singapore

PARTNERS IN INNOVATION

UK and India can collaborate not just on technology but for Viksit Bharat 2047

RiCHARD McCALLUM

INTHE UK, whenI take along-haul flight, drive
a car that has connected technology or use an
online banking app, it’s likely thatin some way;,
I'm tapping into technology that has been de-
veloped in a global capability centre (GCC) in
India. However, few UK consumers appreciate
how technology collaboration between for-
eign firms, including those in the UK, and
India’s dynamic scientific talent and innova-
tion ecosystem, impacts their lives. Or saves
lives, as we saw with vaccine development
during the pandemic. Technology is a thread
that runs through every sectorin the UK-India
economic partnership.I want to make the case
that the UK and India are partners not just in
technology but for Viksit Bharat 2047.

In 2024, the UK was third behind the USA
and Chinain attracting venture-capital invest-
ment into its technology companies. London
alone has more technology start-ups thanthe
rest of Europe combined. At the same time,
India has become a technology superpower.
So much can be achieved when businesses
and universities in the two countries collabo-
rate. This is why the organisation I lead, the
UK India Business Council (UKIBC) welcomed
the recent signing of the UK-India Technology
Security Initiative, a bilateral agreement toin-
crease collaboration on emerging and critical
technologies. There are already many exam-
ples of such collaboration — the UKIBC re-
cently published a report capturing examples
and suggesting ways to enable more.

In financial services, British banks are
among the leading investors in India and are
already deploying tech-led solutions across
segments. By sharing regulatory best practices
and standards, India can attract more UK fin-
tech companies, thereby enhancing SME
lending and financial inclusion.

Advanced manufacturing
and defence is another area
where UK and Indian firms
are co-developing
technology. Few markets
have India’s scale or need for
new capability, but at the
same time, UK firms can
benefit from India’s cost-
effective manufacturing. We
can do more to plug Indian
companies into UK supply
chains. Our message to UK
business is clear — consider
India a strategic partner, not
just a market.

Asaleaderingreeninnovationand regula-
tion, the UK can become India’s energy transi-
tion partner, providing green technology so-
lutions and access to finance through the City
of London. The climate crisis doesn’t respect
borders,and UK and Indian universities canbe
aforce for global good. Take the Sunrise project
—amultinational collaboration led by Swansea
University with 18 academic partners across
five countries, including Imperial College
London, Oxford, Cambridge, IISER Pune, IISc,
and several [ITs. We argue that India can boost
market access for British businesses through
sustained government platforms that spark
partnerships with Indian industry. India can
also expand priority-sector lending toinclude
EVs and EV-supporting infrastructure along-
side renewable energy to help reach its goals.

Advanced manufacturing and defence is
another area where UK and Indian firms are
co-developing technology. Few markets have
India’s scale or need for new capability, but at
the same time, UK firms can benefit from
India’s cost-effective manufacturing. We can
do more to plug Indian companies into UK
supply chains. Our message to UK business is
clear — consider India a strategic partner, not
justamarket.

The UKIBC aerospace and defence group,
representing 22 UK firms with $60 billion in
global revenue, is eager to expand partner-
ships with India. It believes technology infu-
sion and investment into India can speed up
with certain refinements to India’s defence
acquisition procedure — for example, adopt-
ing a more graduated approach to indigenous
content to encourage foreign firms into the
market, and relooking at FDI thresholds so that
more foreign firms can participate in strate-
gic defence programmes. We also argue that

the UK can do more to help its start-ups dock
into India’s defence technology start-up scene.
For example, an accelerator programme for
high-growth UK firms to enter India.

Clearly, the economic relationshipis strong
and growing. We can be more imaginative in
our ambition. At our recent Technology
Futures Conference, Minister of Commerce
and Industry Piyush Goyal spoke about how
the UK and India could collaborate on Al and
virtual reality to transform education and
training. And how a tele-medicine partner-
ship could bring down the cost of healthcare
in the UK and make quality healthcare avail-
able to the remotest parts of India. He also sug-
gested that the two countries work to develop
climate modelling tools to predict and manage
natural disasters. These are excellentideas that
need capital. Recently, I've been imagining a
big, bold G2G-backed investment fund to sup-
port collaboration between UK and Indian
start-ups in emerging technologies.

Ideas also need skilled people to make
them happen. I've been imagining a time
when we talk about tens of thousands of
British students in India — taking advantage
of economical courses in Alupskillingand un-
derstanding the business culture of the next
superpower. I started with GCCs and I'll finish
with them. 2024 was a good year for the UK-
India relationship. 2025 will be better, as UK
business leaders realise that engineering and
research centres in India aren’t just for big
brands; with new operating models, even
mid-size and smaller firms can tap into the
Indian GCC phenomenon. Let’s be imagina-
tive and relentless in pursuing the extraordi-
nary potential of this relationship.

The writer is CEO, UK India Business Council
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TwoO D1vISIONS IN SC

THE SUPREME COURT should have two sep-
arate divisions — a constitutional and a legal
division — the Law Commission has recom-
mended in its 95th report, which was tabled
in Lok Sabha. The Commission, headed by
Justice K K Mathew, has also recommended
that the constitutional division should have
atleast seven judges and that appointment of
judges should be made to separate divisions.

BJP-JANATA SPLIT

THE TWO-YEAR-OLD alliance between the
Janata Party and the BJP, which survived many
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vicissitudes while sustaining the minority
Janata government in Karnataka, came to an
end when talks about seat adjustments be-
tween the two parties broke down. The two
major parties, which fought the recent Lok
Sabha elections unitedly on the basis of seat
sharing, will now confront each other in the
assembly poll in Karnataka, unless the Chief
Minister, Rama Krishna Hegde, is able to pull off
a last-minute salvage operation when he
meets the national president of the BJP, AB
Vajpayee, in New Delhi on February 1.

INDO-PAK TIES
THE PRIME MINISTER, Rajiv Gandhi, described

asa“good first step”, Pakistan President Ziaul
Haq'sindication thatIslamabad would try the
hijackers of the Indian aircraft. Gandhi said
Haq had given the first positive indication for
normalising Indo-Pak ties.

Z.AIL SINGH IRKED

PRESIDENT ZAIL SINGH wants all adminis-
trative orders issued in Punjab during the
term of the Central rule to be issued in the
name of the Governor and not in the name of
the President. Some of the orders issued by
the state government were contrary to his
views and caused him embarrassment. But
legal experts do not find it feasible.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Donald Trump is violating a 2022 law that passed with strong bipartisan support

to protect the inspectors generals’ independence.”

— THE WASHINGTON POST

Busting free trade myths

India is not a dumping ground. It has maintained a surplus in finished goods trade with many partners

RAJjAT KATHURIA AND
NEHA GUPTA

ALTHOUGH THE UNION budget is not the
best place to look for trade-related an-
nouncements, it has become one of the sev-
eral platforms that communicates India’s
policy engagement with the global econ-
omy. In the upcoming budget, we expect to
hear announcements relating to reducing
the trade deficit, stemming the rupee’s de-
preciation and promoting exports — all in
the same breath. Why are periodic policy
announcements in the budget even re-
quired when continuity and certainty
would do the trick for our external objec-
tives? Are frequent changes in the customs
duty structure the right instrument to sup-
port the laudable Make in India initiative?
Can these objectives be realised without in-
tegrating into global value chains (GVCs)?
Itis widely felt that India's relatively high
tariff rates are inimical to more integration
into GVCs. It is also true that customs duties
are no longer an important source of overall
tax revenue, but rather an instrument to ac-
complish other policy objectives, one of
whichis protectionism. US President Donald
Trump levied tariffs on Chinese imports in
2018, citing its unfair practice of state sup-
port for enterprises. China retaliated, which
led to an escalation of tensions. Trade wars
hurt everybody. Although Trump says “tariff”
is his “favourite word in the dictionary” and
that he would use tariffs to boost domestic
manufacturing, he has held off on the 60 per
cent increase he had promised on the cam-
paign trail. Instead, 10 per cent is all that is
supposed to be levied on specific Chinese
goods beginning February 1. Perhaps the
message in Trump dialling down is that tar-
iffs are not the best way to boost local man-
ufacturing in an interconnected world.
India will do well to internalise that les-
son. Combined with high tariffs, frequent
changes do not help. An example is the fluc-
tuating tariff on components used in mo-
bile phone manufacturing. Lenses for cam-
era modules in phones, initially duty-free
in 2019, were subject to a 2.5 per cent duty
in 2021, only to become duty-free again in
2023. Similarly, PCBAs and moulded plas-
tics for phone chargers faced a duty hike of
10 per cent in 2018, which was further in-
creased to 15 per cent in 2021. While parts
of chargers became zero duty in 2018, these
were subsequently taxed at 10 per cent in
2021.The last budget saw a reduction in the
basic customs duty on mobile phones, their
chargers and PCBAs to 15 per cent from the
20 per cent imposed in the 2018-20 period.
Unquestionably, policy instability takes
its toll on exports and FDI. India’s export
growth remains stagnant; its share in global
exports lingers around two per cent.
Lowering customs duties and stabilising pol-
icy are, however, unlikely to be sufficient ei-
ther in the upcoming budget or subse-
quently. Trade policy requires
comprehensive reform, including the estab-
lishment of a dedicated committee to ensure
policy consistency and to formulate an ac-
tion plan to achieve the objective of $2 trillion

in exports by 2030. In this regard, the recent
declaration by the CEO of NITI Aayog that
“India is one of the few (big) economies
whichis not a part of large trade agreements”
needs serious evaluation. Mega trade blocs
such as the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP) and the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) are reshaping
global trade, but India is ambivalent about
their utility.

We feel that India’s stance on RCEP and
CPTPPis not based on an informed discourse.
Damage to local manufacturing, a persistent
trade deficit, and a nationalistic zeal mani-
fested in “Make in India” govern the dis-
course. These assertions, for the most part,
are not backed by data but given popular ap-
peal, they have resulted in a long-standing
reluctance to pursue second- and third-gen-
eration trade reforms, or for that matter, to
even stimulate an informed debate. The rea-
son India “suffers” trade deficits with agree-
ment partners is as much instructive of the
political discourse as it is misleading about
the economic impact of trade agreements.

Both RCEP and CPTPP exclude the US.
CPTPP goes a step further by keeping China
out, potentially leading to easier negotiations.
A close examination of recent trade data re-
veals interesting insights. First, India’s deficit
isdominated by intermediate goods imports.
The share of intermediate goods in total im-
ports has been around 70-80 per cent under
FTAs with ASEAN countries (except
Singapore). It is above 90 per cent with the
UAE and Australia. This is good because it im-
proves the competitiveness of domestic man-
ufacturing and exports. India’s intermediate
goods exports have also risen suggesting the
possibility of increased forward linkages.

Second, contrary to the narrative that
India is being used as a dumping ground, it
has maintained a surplus in finished goods
trade with many FTA partners, including

Contrary to the narrative
that India is being used as a
dumping ground, it has
maintained a surplus in
finished goods trade with
many FTA partners,
including ASEAN countries.
Additionally, evidence shows
that India's exports of
tinished goods have grown
after signing trade
agreements, mitigating to
some extent the political
anxiety of a trade deficit. For
example, total exports
increased with ASEAN
members from $5 billion in
2003 to above $40 billion in
2022-23, while exports of
finished goods increased
from $2 billion to

more than $20 billion

in the same period.

CR Sasikumar

ASEAN countries. Additionally, evidence
shows that India’s exports of finished goods
have grown after signing trade agreements,
mitigating to some extent the political anx-
iety of a trade deficit. For example, total ex-
ports to ASEAN members increased from
$5 billion in 2003 to above $40 billion in
2022-23, while exports of finished goods
increased from $2 billion to more than $20
billion in the same period.

We conducted a simulation exercise
comparing the impacts of joining RCEP and
CPTPP on India. The model predicts that
CPTPP will have a more balanced trade ef-
fect. The exclusion of the two domineering
global powers offers a better negotiating
environment. In contrast, RCEP, dominated
by China, poses potential risks. While RCEP
could facilitate trade in intermediate goods,
it is likely to aggravate India's trade deficit.
The model predicts that RCEP would lead
toasubstantial rise in India's imports, with
China being the primary beneficiary. While
imports would also increase in the case of
CPTPP, primarily from ASEAN, there is also
potential for export growth to countries like
Mexico, Canada, and Australia. Additionally,
CPTPP’s focus on quality standards and in-
tellectual property aligns with India's long-
term economic aspirations. CPTPP appears
to be a more practical and strategic path-
way, both economically and politically.
With China excluded, the political economy
will be easier to navigate.

However, a word of caution. By itself,
trade openness will not deliver unless ac-
companied by domestic reform to remove
structural deficiencies. All things consid-
ered, are-evaluation of the pessimism sur-
rounding trade agreements is called for.

Kathuria is Dean, School of Humanities and
Social Sciences at Shiv Nadar University and
Gupta is an independent researcher.

Views are personal

Support our defence needs

Modernisation programmes for services will require budget’s backing

AJAI SHUKLA

THE MILITARY’S FINANCIAL planners are
awaiting the Union Budget with bated breath.
Since September, their various arms, services,
directorates and departments have been fi-
nalising their financial wish lists for the year
ahead. Soon they will know how much of that
will be made available. All that is presently
clear is that the military is not among the gov-
ernment’s top priorities. In the current year’s
budget, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
allocated less than 13 per cent of government
expenditure to defence, continuing a multi-
year trend of falling allocations.

Over thelast five budgets, defence spend-
ing, as a percentage of central government
spending, has fallen steadily from 13.81 per
cent in 2020-21; to 13.2 per cent in 2021-22;
to 13.65 per cent in 2022-23. Last year, in
2023-24,it was 13.25 per cent and this year it
is testing the 13 per cent mark. As a percent-
age of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), defence
allocations have similarly fallen from 2.4 per
centin 2020-21; to 2.12 per cent in 2021-22;
to 2.1 per cent in 2022-23. Last year, in 2023-
24, it dropped below the 2 per cent mark to
1.97 per cent. In the current year, it dropped
to 1.9 per cent.

Defence spending as a percentage of GDP
is an important marker. Spending up to 3 per
cent of GDP on defence is considered accept-
able by lending agencies such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)and World
Bank. The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) charter enjoins member countries to

spend at least 2 per cent of their GDP on de-
fence, so as to contribute effectively to NATO’s
collective defence. China, like India, spends
less than 2 per cent of its GDP on defence;
while the US spends more than 4 per cent.
The services’ capital spend has risen over
the past four years by about Rs 40,000 crore,
from Rs 1,31,697 crore in 2020-21 to Rs
1,72,000 crore in 2024-25. That averages out
to arise of about 7 per cent every year, an in-
adequate raise for funding a military mod-
ernisation programme as ambitious as India’s
Atmanirbharta (self-reliance) programme.
The distribution of the capex budget be-
tween the three services is disproportionate to
the workload that each service handles. Of the
1.5 million-strong military, the army fields 1.26
million personnel, or 84 per cent of the total,
with many of them embroiled inactive combat
inKashmirand the northeastern states. Yet, the
army’s share of the capital budget hasbeenlim-
ited to 22-28 per cent of the total capex alloca-
tion. This leaves the army with a limited kitty
fromwhich to pay for badly needed weaponry,
such as artillery guns, attack helicopters, per-
sonal protective clothing for soldiers, etc.
Meanwhile, the equipment-intensive
navy, with 5.5 per cent of India’s military per-
sonnel, was allocated between 31-36 per cent
of the capital budget during the period 2020-
2025. It remains short of warships - espe-
cially capital warships and submarines - that
are essential for protecting our 7,500-kilome-
tre coastline, over two million square kilome-

tres of exclusive economic zone (EEZ), the
Indian Ocean sea lines of communication
(SLOCs) through which more than half the
world’s sea-borne trade passes; and global
commons, such as freedom of navigation.

Paradoxically, the most worrisome equip-
ment shortages exist in the Indian Air Force
(IAF) - even though that service already gets
the largest share of capex. With just 10.5 per
cent of the military donning the IAF's blue
uniform, the air force has been spending be-
tween 38-45 per cent of the modernisation
budget. That is partly because military air-
craft are prohibitively expensive: 36 Rafale
fighters cost the IAF US $8.7 billion. The de-
fence ministry’s commitment to the “Make
in India” policy makes aircraft even costlier.
Each Sukhoi-30MKI fighter built in Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd’s (HAL's) Nashik plant costs
about Rs 100 crore more than the same
fighter when it is built in Russia.

At the broader level, the defence ministry
receives a higher allocation than any other
ministry. The broad pattern of allocations re-
mains similar from year to year. In the cur-
rent defence budget, almost 15 per cent was
earmarked for sustenance and operational
preparedness. About 57 per cent went on per-
sonnel costs: Including 30.7 per cent for
salaries and allowances, 22.7 per cent on de-
fence pensions and 4.1 per cent on civil or-
ganisations under the MoD. Finally, 27.7 per
cent was allocated to the capital expenditure
head, for modernising the country’s arsenal.

Most modern militaries spend between
50-60 per cent of their total defence outlay on
the capital account so that modern weaponry
and equipment ensure a combat edge over
the adversary. This is a longstanding weak-
nessinIndia’s military where thereis a severe
shortfall of funding for high-technology re-
search and development (R&D). During her
Budget speech last year, FM Sitharaman an-
nounced that the government would spend
Rs 11,11,111 crore under the capital head. Given
the claimants on thatamount, the military can
get only a limited share of the pie.

Finally, defence budget watchers remain
bewildered by the (absence of) accounting
logic that governs the grouping of several
items. It remains unclear why the allocations
to the Border Roads Development Board
(BRDB), the Coast Guard organisation (CG)and
the Jammu & Kashmir Light Infantry (JAK LI)
have been placed in the MoD (Civil) account-
ing head. The BRDB and JAK LI clearly belong
in the Army’s accounting head, while the
Coast Guard belongs under the Navy’s head.
Similarly, the capital budget was earlier crys-
tal clear, with allocations to each of the three
services grouped separately, in their own sub-
heads. Now they have all been grouped to-
gether and itisimpossible to differentiate the
army’s allocations from those of the navy and
air force. Perhaps that was the intention.

The writer is a retired army
officer and journalist
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Diminishing the
university

UGC'’s draft regulations are of a piece
with efforts to destroy autonomy
and excellence in higher education

MANOJ KUMAR JHA

THE PROVISIONS OF the draft UGC
Regulations 2025 pertaining to the ap-
pointment of vice-chancellors have been
rightly criticised for diluting the autonomy
of universities, the powers of states, and
the principle of federalism. In floating this
draft, the powers that be seem to have lost
sight of important goals that need to be
kept in mind while regulating higher edu-
cation institutions (HEISs).

Certain reforms are needed to address
systemic challenges. However, as a teacher
at a central university, I wish to highlight
the sweeping set of changes proposed by
the draft regulations in the conditions for
appointments and promotions of faculty.
By laying down clear, transparent and sta-
ble criteria, regulations are meant to pro-
tect universities from political interfer-
ence, ensure administrative accountability
and uphold institutional autonomy. If they
are adopted in their present form, the 2025
regulations will deliver a body blow to
higher education in India.

The University Grants Commission's
(UGC) mandate does not extend to setting
agendas for curricula. However, Clause 3.8
of the draft regulations indicates a realign-
ment of academic focus towards specific
ideological and market-driven objectives.
They emphasise contributions in areas
such as “Teaching-Learning and Research
in Indian Knowledge Systems” and
“Startups”. Clause 4.1 (iii) disqualifies as-
sistant professors with over 10 years of ex-
perience from directly applying for profes-
sorships unless they serve as associate
professors for at least three years. This pro-
vision punishes assistant professors who
currently qualify for professorships on the
merit of their teaching and research con-
tributions. It introduces an additional bar-
rier for qualified candidates, and effectively
penalises scholars for their contributions.

Only 10 per cent of professors at Level
14 can be promoted to Level 15. This pro-
vision introduces an artificial quota and
arbitrariness. It could create an unneces-
sary hierarchy among professors, and is
bound to undermine collegiality and the
morale of faculty.

The existing regulations require Career
Advancement Scheme (CAS) applications
to be processed within six months, with
promotions backdated to the minimum
eligibility date upon successful assess-
ment. This ensures fairness and protects
faculty from institutional delays. Clause
5.6, however, removes the backdating pro-
vision, allowing universities to delay pro-
motions without accountability. This
change unfairly penalises faculty.
Administrative efficiencies can lead to ca-
reer setbacks in terms of seniority, pay,and
professional recognition.

The 2018 regulations excluded books
and chapters as eligibility for promotions
but required an equal number of journal
publications from college and university
teachers. The 2025 draft regulations rein-
state the earlier criteria and exempt college

teachers from publishing for promotions
to Level 14. The UGC had pushed through
the 2018 policy despite criticism. These
rollbacks, along with the recent disband-
ing of the CARE list of academic journals,
reflect an inconsistent and cavalier ap-
proach to scholarly publishing standards.

These erratic and frequent changes in
criteria disrupt academic career plans and
discourage long-term investment in teach-
ing and research. Without surety of fair
treatment, faculty will remain vulnerable
to the whims of administrators, and the reg-
ulatory hurdles seem akin to punishment
and a form of censorship. A regulatory body
must embody the principles of fairness, cer-
tainty, foresight, and predictability.

The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 proposed a significant upheaval in
HEI regulation, including disbanding the
UGC and replacing it with a Higher
Education Commission of India (HECI). The
NEP espoused lofty goals, but these remain
unrealised because of delays in enacting
the necessary legislative and structural re-
forms. Meanwhile, the UGC continues to
exercise authority, issuing new guidelines
and implementing reforms for HEIs with-
out the legislative framework to support
such actions.

Regulations on recruitment, promo-
tions, and service conditions of faculty in
HElIs have historically been linked to pay
structure revisions following the recom-
mendations of Central Pay Commissions.
Clause 1.3 of the 2025 draft regulations
states, “These shall come into force from
the date of notification. However, the date
of implementation of the revision of pay
shall be January 1, 2016.” The date of im-
plementation mentioned here is that of
the Seventh Pay Commission, revealing a
sad case of copy-paste.

Why this urgency?

While there has been a long-standing
demand to fill faculty vacancies in HEISs, re-
cruitments in different universities are
evoking a deep sense of disquiet among
those who care for education as a driver of
democracy and excellence in India.
Similarly, frequent use of NFS (not found
suitable), particularly in cases of SC, ST and
OBC candidates, is causing severe damage
to the idea of representation and affirma-
tive action. I am pained to note that pre-
mier HEIs are being actively reduced to a
pale shadow of their earlier selves. Campus
cultures are becoming steeped in aggres-
sion and impunity.

It is an open secret that the current
regime is making ideological appoint-
ments in HEIs and the complaints of a
shortage of eligible candidates are mis-
leading. The shortage is of candidates who
are ideologically aligned with the regime
and its affiliate groups. This is evident
from the fact that small coteries of barely
eligible persons are occupying multiple
administrative positions in several HEIs
and in some cases, individuals are even
holding charge of multiple institutions.
The goalposts shift every time the regime
is done scraping the bottom of the barrel
of candidates that it deems suitable. The
2025 draft regulation is another exercise
in shifting goalposts. The least we can ex-
pect from the government is to
evaluate the proposed draft regulations
on constitutional parameters.

The writer is Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha), Rashtriya Janata Dal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

UNFREEZING TIES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Breaking
the ice’ (IE, January 29). In a welcome
development, India and China, in their
ongoing efforts to iron out differences,
have announced the resumption of the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra from this
summer. Significantly, the relations be-
tween India and China had soured af-
ter a military clash along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC)in 2020. Following
the four-year standoff, the two sides
reached an understanding in October
2024 to reduce tensions and rebuild
faith. Relations have improved over the
past four months after several high-
level meetings, including the one be-
tween PM Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Russia in October.
The hope is that this effort holds and
yields positive results for bilateral ties
and for both countries.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

INDIA’S YOUNG MINDS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Classroom success’ (IE, January 29). It
is gratifying to learn from the ASER sur-
vey report that foundational learning
skills have improved remarkably in
schoolchildren post Covid.
Conventional teaching was put on hold

for along time due to the pandemicand
replaced by aramshackle online teach-
ing system, which deprived many stu-
dents from rural and marginalised com-
munities. In view of the rapid strides
being made in the field of science and
technology, a regular revision of our syl-
labi and courses to equip our students
should be ensured. Our successes, high-
lighted by the ASER report, should not
lead to complacency,and our education
sector must keep up with develop-
ments across the globe.

Ravi Mathur, Noida

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Classroom success’ (IE, January 29). It
is astonishing to witness India’s devel-
opment in the education sector despite
having one of the longest school clo-
sures in the world during the pandemic.
This is a result of the continuous poli-
cies and strategies implemented by the
government, including the National
Education Policy, which has given new
life to India’s education system. If the
foundational education of 100 million
children remain strong, India will soon
become one of the most developed
countries in the world. After all, the fu-
ture of India lies in the little hands of its
young minds, brimming with innova-
tion and creativity.

Anvi Jain, New Delhi
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TATA POWER RENEWABLE ENERGY
TATA POWER RENEWABLE EMERGY LIMITED
Corporate Centre, 34 Sant Tukaram Road, Carnac Bunder, Mumbai-400003
Website: www.tatapower.com/renewables
CIN :U40108MH200TPLCT1E6E314
EXTRACT OF STANDALONE FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 31" DECEMBER, 2024
T CIHES
Quarter ended Year andod
:; Standalone 31-Dec-24 [E’F:;:’f:tﬁi fg::;f;
(Unaudited) | (Unaudited) (Audited)
a | Tota Income from Oparafions 275767 451584 1359810
b. | Profil/{Loss) Balore Excaplional ilems and tax 35571 25348 1.356.52
c. | st Profil Loss ) for the penodf yaar 25567 e 17 95451
d | Tolet Comprehensmwe [ncome 276,25 185.82 BAGE 15
g, | Paid-up Equity Share Capital{Faca Value: T 100 pershars| 146310 1483.10 146310
[ | Reserses (excluding Ravaluatisn Reserva) 1231651 11,696 76 11 .8960.96
g. | Securilies Premumdccaun g, f43 5 £, B35 63 47420
f | Mabwarlh 14,163,119 13.508.95 13,775.60
i Capilal Bedemplion Reserve 11.25 11.25 11.25
j. | Debentura Redemption Reserve 8605 99.05 89,05
k| Qutsiending Debd 18,187 27 1477706 15.070,86
| | Eamings PerEquity Share (of ¥ 10/-gach)(in¥)
{i] Basic Eaming Per Share-(inT) 1.75 133 B.59
(i) Diluted Eaming Par Shara-{inT) 1.75 133 B.58
m | Debt Equity Ratio (in bmeas) 1.32 1.12 112
n | DabtSenice Coverage Rabio {in bmes)* 155 1.33 1.02
o | Imeresi Service Coverage Falio [infimes)” 1.97 1.77 203
p | CurrantRato {in limes) 1.08 095 0.87
g | Long Tesm Dablto Working Capital {in Bimes) B.B6 1424 32.62
| Currend Liability ratio (in imas) .28 (.46 043
5, | Total Debls io Tolal Assals [in limeas) 047 .41 041
[ Debitors' Turnavar ratio {in numbar of days) 17t 104 144
i inventory Tumover radio (in rumber of days) Fit] a5 dz
v | Bad debis o Acoounts Recenvable Ratio (%) 0.06% 0.00% .36%
W | Operabing margin (%) 16.89% 0% 1%
ko | Met ProfitMargin (%) including exceptional item 3275 4. 3% T04%
Mofes:
1, The above resulls were reviswad by the Audid Commiiles and approved by the Board of Directors af its meeting held on 2B1h January, 2025
£ The ghoveis an exlract of fhe detailed format of quarterly fingncial results filed with the Siock Exchanges under Reguiation 52 of the SEBI
iListing Obfigations and Disclosure Requirements) Feguiatons, 2015 The full format of the quartary finencial resulis is availeble on the Stack
Exchange wabsite wew. nseindia,com and on the Company’s website www iatapower. comirenewables
3 For gther fne items referred in Requlation 52{2) of SEBI (Listing Obligafions and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2045, pertinent
disclosures have bean made to ihe Mational Stock Exchangs and can be accessed on URL wew.nseindia.com
*in case of guarterly numbers, ratios have not bean annualised
For and on behalf of the Board of
TATA POWER REMEWABLE ENERGY LIMITED
) Deepash Handa
Dale: 28 January, 2025 Chief Executive Officer and Managlng Director
Piacs: Mumba DM 03151401

HC junks pleas against
27% OBC quota in MP

Says challenged

noted: “The present petitioner/
political party has not challenged

executive Ol‘der, the amendment carried out by
the Legislation in the MP Lok Seva
not amendment (Anusuchit Jatiyon, AnusuchitJan
Jatiyon Aur Anya Pichhade Vargon
Ke Liya Arakshan) Sanshodhan
EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE  Adhiniyam,2019, wherebyreser-

vation for OBChasbeenenhanced
to 27% but has only challenged
consequential administrative or-
der/executive instructions dated
02.09.2021.”

A similar ruling came in an-
other plea, where the petitioner
challenged September 2, 2021, ex-
ecutive instruction without ques-
tioning legislative amendment
thatraised OBCreservation perce-
ntage. The court said: “Since, inthe
present petition, there is no chal-
lenge toamendment Act but only
to consequential executive instr-
uction, the petition is not main-
tainable, it is hereby dismissed.”

BHOPAL JANUARY 29

THE MADHYA Pradesh HC has
dismissed two petitions challeng-
ing an executive instruction re-
lated to 27% reservation for OBCs,
ruling that the petitions were “not
maintainable” as they failed to
challenge the underlying amend-
ment that increased the quota.

There are multiple plea still
pending before HC, both for and
against increase in OBCreserva-
tion, and the court is yet to de-
cide on these.

The HC bench of Justices Sur-
esh Kumar Kait and Vivek Jain
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"e" PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Tender Notice No. 11/A/SE/Engg/APTDC/2024-25, Dt: 29-01-2025

Name of the work : Request for Proposal [RFP] for Selection of Agency under SASCI
Scheme for Development, Operations, Maintenance and Management of Premium
Tent City at Gandikota, YSR District, Andhra Pradesh, with Project Cost
Rs. 5,06,67,957.00. The details can be seen at 'e' procurement market place. i.e
www.apeprocurement.gov.in, for further clarification please contact on 9848306437.

Sd/- Smt. K. Amrapali, IAS, Managing Director.

L) S

The Kerala Minerals & Metals L%d

A Govt. of Kerala Undertaking) Sankaramangalam Kollam,-691583
hone : +91-476-2651215 to 217, E-mail : md@kmml.com, . www.kmml.com

Kumlg

e e BT

TENDER NOTICE

e s Em NI awm s

No -Tender D

| Items
. 12005 KMML 726048 1 For the supply ot Class 1 Brick Acid Resistant tor Digester

A

{2025 KMML 731188 ] 1 rF or the Supply of Quick Opening Door for Rotary Diogester-4 Nos

N

2025 KMML 731189 1 | | For Supply of Integrated Condensate Recovery System
| 2()25 “KMML 731409 1 For the supply of Gear Box for Digester with Fabricated casing-1 No

~w

Chavara. 29.01.2025 Sd/ Managing Director for The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

2] GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

CORRIGENDUM B d

S5H. [ NAME OF LD SATURE ©0F WEBSITE SOHDAL OFFICER
No. [ BOARDICORP.| REFERENCE/ CORRIGENDUM |OF THE BOARDY|  CONTACT
IALTH NIT NO. CORFAUTH | DETAILSEMAIL
i CFHEYM RIS PROIECTSERP [DATE OF CLOSOMG OF ONLINE E-TEMDER FOR| swwuibvamygis | IR 1
T T b Tr [Py el SRR SSIL M COF TR B A U AIAERLIAL HIDD B PRICE | L] o Ly o
LD, BT 2G2S WP TO D00 M OPERING DATE OF PART
| EH PO AL A WO PO AL 1400 00 AT 940 JES
E] A SE RO TS AMIS | DATE EXTENDED CLOBING [WATE » (6,02, 2028 @01 00 | swwabbvnogin | ThEIE
N AT | P N N ERATT - O 0 30 Gl i R el Wislad il s 0
FOR FLRETHER INFORMATION RINDLY YVISIT @ wwwoeienders.hry.nic.in M- L1080
REGIONAL OFFICE:

Bank of Baroda, First Floor, Diamond Complex,
Dilli More, Darbhanga-846004 Cont. No. 8969513429
Website: www.bankofbaroda.com

%3 da 301 @s1g1 Bank of Baroda

Government of Rajasthan
Office of the DSO DUNGARPUR

Email:-dsofood-dun-rj@nic.in Phone No.: 02964-232425
F(O/PDS/Tender/2024-25 Date: 14-01-2025
NOTICE INVITING BID

e-Bids for selection of Handling and Transportation of Food grains Under PDS from FCI
Depots in District Dungarpur are invited from interested bidders up to 30-01-2025. Other
particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
or http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in www.food.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state, The approximate
value of the procurement is Rupees 3.6 Crore for One year.

NIB No. :- FCC2425A0079 Sd/-
UBN No.: FCC2425SLOB00109 District Supply Officer
DIPR/C/893/2025 Dungarpur

POSSESSION NOTICE (for Inmovable Property)

[As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

days from the receipt of the said notice.

said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules.

charges and expenses till date of payment.

available to redeem the secured assets.

Branch / Name of Borrowers/ Date of Demand
Notice / Date of Possession / Amount Outstanding

Branch: Donar Branch

M/s Rudra Health Care, Proprietor:
Kumar Jha

Date of Demand Notice: 03.10.2024
Date of Possession: 27.01.2025

Amt: 338,71,666.71/- (Rupees Thirty eight lakh seventy
one thousand six hundred sixty six and paise seventy
one only) plus uapplied interest and interest reversal (if
any) and other charges as on 03.10.2024 together with
further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs,
charges and expenses till date of payment.

Mr. Vishal

1525(New),

Description of the properties

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the BANK OF BARODA under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
issued a demand notice calling upon the borrower(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60

The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession
of the property/ies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the
The borrower(s)/guarantor(s)/mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property/ies and any dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF
BARODA for the amount stated herein below and further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs,
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time,

Name of Borrower / Guarantors & Description of Imnmovable Properties

1. Khata No.-1350(n), 01(old), Khesra No.-6400(n),
5228(old), Mauza-Bhandarisam, Pargana-Loam, P.S
& Anchal- Manigachhi, Thana No.-182, Sub- Registry-
Bahera Dist-Darbhanga, Area- 42.00 Decimal in the
name of Mr. Vishal Kumar Jha. Boundary (As per Sale
Deed):-North-Ram Kumar Jha, South-Nij Vikreta, East-
Road, West-Domu Mukhiya. 2. Khata No.-01(Old),
Khesra No.-5227(0Id),
Mauza-Bhandarisam, Pargana-Loam, P.S & Anchal-
Manigachhi, Thana No.-182, Sub-Registry-Bahera,
Dist-Darbhanga, Area-11.57 Decimal in the name of

Mr. Vishal Kumar Jha. Bounary ( As Per Sale Deed):- North-Nij Kreta, South-Sahdeo Mukhiya, East-Road,
West-Manijit Mukhiya. 3. Khata No.-79(OlId), 1471(New), Khesra No.-5226(0ld) and 6397(New), Area-4.36

6398(New),

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: “UAIWAL™Y, Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2T63808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN Mo U401 01UR2001SGC025866, Website:www.ufynl.com

Lofbar M. 58 Tender Notice Diale: 29001/2025

Office of the Execulive Engineer, Project Distribution Division, Dakpathar
(0. Dun ), imvites online bids for following works:

Tender No.PDD-11/2024-25: AMC of 2 Nos. 500 kEVA DG sets (Make:
CaterFillar) at DFH Khodn under PDOL.

Estimated cost: Fs. 9 83 364/-+ G5Texira

Date of availability of bid document onwebsite :31.01.2025

Last date for submission oftender; 21.02. 2025 (upto 1300 Hrs,)

For eligibilty critena and full & further details, kindlhy wisit our websibke.
Tendears can only ba downloadad from our website “www.ujvnl.com”,

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

Executive Engineer
(PDD)

E_Esm;lmn Notice No :Catering-16-25 l
The divisional Railway Manager (commarcial), East Central Railway, Dhankbad for i
and on behalf of the President of India invites e-Auction for award of confract for
Cataring Services A1 & D category stations for GMU & SMU category over Dhanbad
Division for a pariod of five (05) years

SINo.| Contract type Lot No. Stations | Category| PF No.| Stall Mo. |
1 |Catering Serices | DHN-BRWD-GMU-53 | Barwadih | General| 01 03 :
2  |Catamng Services | DHN-DHN-SMU-123 | Dhanbad [ SC{W) | 01 b2

| Note- |

Date & Time of e-Auction for lofs, : 13022025 a1 1500 hrs

Cataluﬂue Wo:- Catering-16-25, Website; www.ireps.gov,in |
The e-Auction will be onling on the IREPS (e-Auction leasing portal) on the prescriped |

{rade an"! Bme. (3] Desirgus of parficipating in the 2- -Bysction shall pay Rs. 10000 + GST (non

rE"lIJr‘dEI:IEI Cniine subrression af ane ime reqistration is reguired and alse having i:...'reml

taccount inked o IREPS, PaymentDeduction of Security Depasit (EMD) anline from 1h& samu

{ account. (6) Complete information about the tenms and conditions refated fo e-Auction is available |
{ inthe a-Audlion leasing selechon of ihe IRERP S porial [www.ireps,gow.in)

| PRI02015/DHNICOMLIN/24-25140

_ACME.C. Railway, Dhanha.d|

Decimal, Mauza-Bhandarisam, Pargana-Loam, P.S & Anchal-Manigachhi, Thana No.-182, Sub-Registry-
Bahera, Dist-Darbhanga, in the name of Mr. Vishal Kumar Jha. Boundary (As Per Sale Deed):- Nij Kreta, South-
Sahdeo Mukhiya, East-Road, West-Manjit Mukhiya. 4. Khata No.-01(Old), 345(New), Khesra No.-5227(0Old)
and 6399(New), Area-10.91 Decimal, Mauza-Bhandarisam, Pargana-Loam, P.S & Anchal-Manigachhi, Thana
No.-182, Sub-Registry-Bahera, Dist.-Darbhanga, in the name of Mr. Vishal Kumar Jha. Boundary (As Per Sale
Deed):-North-Nij Vikreta, South-Kanhaiya Jha, East-Sahdeo Jha, West-Dular Mukhiya.

Branch: Donar Branch 1. Khata No.-154 & 24, Khesra No.-364(New), 168 &
M/s Sudhanshu Gas Agency, Partner: Mr. Anil|699(0Old) Land situate at, Mauza-Kabaria, Pargana-
Kumar Yadav & Mr. Kamal Dev Yadav and|Berai, Thana No.-607, Anchal-Sadar Sub-Registry
Guaranters:Ganesh Chandra Yadav, Mr. Rakesh|& Dist-Darbhanga, Area-31.0 Decimal in the name
Kumar Yadav S/o Kamal Dev Yadav, Mr. Kamal Dev|of Mr. Ganesh Chandra Yadav S/o Late Jitendra
Yadav. Yadav. Boundary (As Per Sale Deed):-North-Ganesh
Date of Demand Notice: 29.10.2024 Chandra Yadav, South-Dinesh Nr. Yadav, East-Garib
Date of Possession: 27.01.2025 Nath Yadav, West-Road. 2. Khata No.-110, Khesra
Amt: 313,33,015.49/- (Rupees Thirteen lakh thirty three|No.-671 Land situate at Mauza-Basila, Pargana-
thousand fifteen and paise forty nine only) plus uapplied|Berai, Tauzi No.-502, Thana No.-422, Anchal-Sadar
interest and interest reversal (if any) and other charges|Darbhanga Sub-Registry & Dist.-Darbhanga Area-
as on 29.10.2024 together with further interest thereon|02.00 Decimal in the name of Mr. Ganesh Chandra
at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and expenses|Yadav S/o-Late Jitendra Yadav. Boundary (As Per
till date of payment. Sale Deed):- North-Mahavir Sahu, South-Sarak,
East-Ram Kishun Sah, West-Asharfi Mandal.

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

Date : 27.01.2025
Place : Darbhanga

GO, O BIHAK

BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
LLA.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.
Website : beecehoard.bihar.gov.in / Helpdesk : helpdesk.beeceboard @ bihar.gov.in

POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2024
for M/ MS / PGD / DNB (Degree & Diploma) in Govt. Private Medical Colleges of Bihar

Advt. No.- BCECEB(PGMAC)-2024/18 Dated : 29.01.2025

Important Notice for Round-3 Online Counselling

In continuation to the Adv.No, BCECEB(PGMACHK2024/1 1 & 2024712 dated : 08.01.2025, Rank
Card of all candidates who have duly submitted Fresh Online Application Form as well as who have
given therr Willingness for participating in Round-3 Counselling or who have been allotted a seat through
Round-2 Counselling and given their upgradation as "Yes" for Round-3 Counselling and completed
Document Verification process of PGMAC-2024 in between dated 24.12.2024 10 29,12.2024, have been
uploaded on Board's website : beeceboard bihar gov.in. Candidates are advised to download their
Rank Card of PGMAC-2024 by clicking the link “Rank Card of Round-3 Counselling of PGMAC-
204" by submitting thewr PGMAC 1D and Date of Birth

Alter downloading the rank card, candidates will have o do choice filling for online counselling
For online choice Tilling, "Omline Counselling
Portal of PGMAC-2024". After clicking the link candidates are advised to do the registration for online
counselling by submitting the duta ns asked on the compuler screeen
2, The onhine registration-cum-choice filling for seat allotment (Bound-3) will start from 30,00, 2025
& close on 31.01.2025and Provisional seat allotment onder result publication on (2 02.2025
3, Detabled programme and process for Round-3 online Counselling of PGMAC-2024 [MD / MS
fPGD DNEB (Degree & Diploma ) Course | has been published through Adv. ne, BUCECEBR(PGMAC)-
2024/17 di. 29.01.2025

all eligible candidates ure required to click on link

Controller of Examination

Sub Divisional Officer (C) Badshahpur
Add:- Sector -57, Near Rail Vihar,
Warirabad, Guragram

TOOY  E=Mail- sim-badshabpor g

Contact; = 0124-25

Tender Mot
pitlic thal the commiilos constitulo

-!':I.|l\.|||||l'\l I' LS EFLELT

It W mlormed 1o the general

U SiB= L3 sl 3 heer 00 ivill

ender [or hirusge KQeping wink in the oflice of Sub=Lin omal LT
(Gl Basidshuhpur amd olfce o Tehsill Warsirabaid, Hegan
Esued thatl any cantrictor / (irm o whdo 15 mieresiad i ki
controct can submil s complite documents and bBid Torm
wekope ) by :I"'II'|I||||||' 02025 m the office of Sub-[hivisio LT
(Civil), Badshahpur, The work detmls and condibions related to the iender can

from the Bill Clerk, Cffice of Sub-Divistonal Officer (f

Raglsh -_i::'l_l' Gl Y

b obtamed
wirking day
sub-Ihvisional Choer 00 mal)

o A2 19 HE “lll.l'\ll.:lll_ll.ll

| of e-tender :
| (v) Website particulars of e-tendering:

SC asks Centre
to consider
bringing law to
protect domestic
workers’ rights

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Wednesday directed the Centre
to set up an expert committee to
consider the desirability of alaw
to protect the rights of domestic
workers across the country.

Abench of Justices Surya Kant
and Ujjal Bhuyan said this while
quashing criminal proceedings
in a case over allegations of traf-
ficking and wrongful confine-
ment of a domestic worker.

The bench in its judgment
said, “We direct the Ministry of
Labour and Employment in tan-
dem with the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment, the
Ministry of Women and Child
Development, and the Ministry
of Law and Justice, to jointly con-
stitute a Committee comprising
subject experts to consider the
desirability of recommending a
legal framework for the benefit,
protection and regulation of the
rights of domestic workers.”

The court also said that
though there was no central law
on the subject, states like
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala “have taken initiatives to
safeguard their rights and wel-
fare”. ENS

REPAIRS OF CRACKS
IN PIERS ETC.

E-TENDER MOTICE NOD.: T8-
ENGG-RNY-2024-25. E-lenders are
invited by the undersigned for tha
following work: Tender Mo. 1, Briel
ﬂ.ttﬁpllnn of fam: Repairs ol
cracks In piers elo waler by
epoxy aic for Bridges In BG-1 saction
(lor Bridge No, 448 4537 513, 802,
477 dawg 521, 480 470, 450, 452 U,
S48 P 4832 UP 488 LUP. 458 LIF)
Tander Value: €1 .83 80,587 85
Earnast Monay. T2 408 000 00. E-
tendears will ba closed &t 1500 hra
on 18-02-3025 and Dpened at 1530
hrs. on 18-02-2025 at office of the
Uewisional HElway Manager (Works),
Hangiya The completa infermation
with the tender document of above e-
tender will be avallable in website

DRM (Works). Ranglya
HORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

under

E-TENDEH HDTIEE

e-tender Nofice Mo. 43 of 2024-25
(Open}-Engg/DDU
On lina (through e-tendaring) for the

| fefowing works are invited by DEMEngg!
| BDU for and on behalf of the Prasident of

India from experienced and financially as
wall as technically sound contraclors
including thosa enksted with the Railway,
CPWD, BSNL, MES, PWD and other public
sactor undaertakings.

| Tender No.- 17-DDU-SR DEN--24-25

(i} Name of work with its location ; Yard
rermodeling at 5YJ for increasing the TS0 of
Up loop ine & provision of overrun fing in

| DN loop ling & Yard remodelng at MTGE for
|increasing the. Gl of DN kop dine al

Muthand Station. (ii) Advertised Value ; ¥

[ 3313854014 [ili) Earnest Monoy @ T

315700.00
{iv) Closing Date & Time for submission
19022025, Up-to 12,00 hrs,

WANLIrEps.gov.in.

Divisional Raitway Manager,
East Central Railway,
Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay Division
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JOB TALKS ON WITH NORTHEASTERN STATES
Taiwan set to take in
1,000 Indian workers

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

TAIWAN IS ALL set to bring in a
preliminary batch of 1,000 Indian
workers this summer under a
2024 agreement with New Delhi
to plug shortages in its domestic
industries.

Sources in Taiwan said Taipei
has expressed a preference to hire
these workers fromIndia’s north-
eastern states, citing cultural sim-
ilarities and easy assimilation.

Talks have reached advanced
stages with states such as Assam,
Mizoram and Nagaland, it is
learnt, and the recruitment
process is set to begin in a few
months. Workers proficient in
English will be prioritised under
the programme and orientation
sessions will be conducted by
Indianauthorities in collaboration
with the Taiwanese companies
before their departure, said
sources.

Under the February 2024
agreement, Taiwan will deploy
Indian blue-collar workers in sec-
tors such as manufacturing, agri-
culture and construction amid
labour shortages created by an
ageing populationand lower birth

rates. The pact says India will re-
cruit and train these workers
while Taiwan will decide on the
duration of the programme, the
number of workers to be ab-
sorbed (based on the success of
the pilot) and the industries they
are assigned to.

After the signing of the pactin
February, Indian and Taiwanese
officials met in Taipei in
November 2024 to chart out a
roadmap. The next set of issues,
including wages and duration of
employment, will likely come up
during the next meeting that will
be held virtually in February,
sources in Taiwan said.

During November’s meeting,
after discussing the preliminary
plan for introducing Indian mi-
grant workers, Taiwan and India
reached anumber of agreements
including allowing for 5% direct
hiring by local businesses and set-
ting up a dedicated window for
the same.

Indian officials will register
these workers on the Ministry of
External Affairs’ eMigrate portal
so that their rights and interests
are taken care of, sources said. If
all goes well, the industry category
and number of people will be ex-
panded, they said.

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

(o

(Regd. Chfice PAEBR Head OfMiew, The Mall, Patkals - 147000
Corporate identlty Namber U4 TRPR2OTSGEN3AR]3

Websife. wn l.'|.|1|.4:||.'l-br|. Mohile Mo, 9606 ]-55525

Open E-Tender Eng. No. 7T650/P-YEMP-12922

I»., Uhief Engimeer’ Headoguarter (Procurement Cell-3) Goiss T,
HOOPmagar invites E=Tender 11D Moo 10 2025 POWIER 133642 )
{or Procuremaent ol SMIrEs liir so0l Blowers o) -.I.I::-_' 1 & 111 unis at
| GOGSSTP Rupnagar. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification plense
refer o hitps:/‘eproc.punjab.gov.in from 280120250500 PM
| omwarcls
Note: Corrigendum & addendum, il any will be published online at
htips://eproc.punjab.gov.in
INa. 41221 'PB RTP-13/25

dated 24.01.2025

TAMIL NADU GREEN ENERGY CORPORATION LIMITED

TNGECL Notice Inviting Expression of Interest
Sl. | Expression of . Due Date & Time for
No. Interest No. Name of Work / Materials submission of Eol
' Expression of Interest (Eol) |
CE/Hydro/SE/ for Selection of Developer 16.03.2025
for Development of
1 PD&C/ Eol Pumped Storage Plant at a upto
No-01/2024-25 Self-ldentified Location under 12.00 hours
Project Proponent Mode

The Expression of Interest document can be downloaded from TANGEDCO
website www.tangedco.gov.in, from Tamil Nadu Government Website i.e
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and from National Informatics Centre Website
https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app free of cost. Sd /- xxx

DIPR/364/Tender/2025 Chief Engineer/Hydro

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

{Thraugh a-tandanng}

" Prayisson of Fiber based GPON TLuhnDIng al Ban Martin lelwa','
Officers Colony Mew Defhi:

Hama u-#wnrh
with its location

App. Cost of the work (T) | ¥ 5500,468 33/ anly

Earnesi Money Daposit (1) | < 1, 10,000/ only

Address ofthe office Sanior Davisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C
Morherm Ralbway, 37 Floor, Annexe-1, DRM office
I'~.IE|'.-'.- Deelhi-110055.

Tender uploadimg lemg da & & tIITIEI-
| 21.02.2025 wp to 1500 hra

i::'-EI.‘t‘EI-EIT-iI'I'IH .f;ur up!na;i.
the tender/closing of
berder

Wiebsite particular & notice : S The Morbaerm Kalléay websbe wans ingps. gov.in
boardiocation wherecomplete | & Notice board at S&T branch, 3" Floor, DRM office,
detalls of the tender can be | State Entry Road, Mew Delhi-110055

sean eic, |

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

Tender Mo, 558-5ig-16-Tole-0T-1003 Dated; 29.01.2025 JE2025

TENDER NOTICE i od

NAME OF HAME OF WURA OFENING DATE | AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE | MNODALOFFICER!
Mo, BOARDY NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE | (APPROX) IN | OF THE BOARIY | CONTACT
CORPALUTH {TIME) HLUFEES CORPAUTH | DETAILSEMAIL
| Tr R [ ARSLIAL ALY TE™ AN - — [ - -
" CONTROLAND 27012025 | 82 | m22023862
PRETICLRAE R TATICR (o AN T 27T (12 21128 [ L A hitpe! eteraders Bremic m | nemeld r.:|7l|'-."".r e |, oo
R BTN A M A LINET-D | i I ;
A1 BAa TS NECKINEW |
EIREIRA R ISAR
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryunaeprocurement.govin or wwwelendershryoniedn  No- 32 109HRY

GOVERN

SH.| MAME OF i

No. | BOARDVCORP. | REFERENC
ALUTH NIT N0,

1| TICF | WIT 0 0L
PICTTI ) 20 AT

5 HRL 437817

MENT OF HARYANA

MATURE OF
Ei CORRIGENDUM
U DATE OF BID SLIAMERSION D000 025 PERIMG
ppy |[DATE OS2 002S SLUIPYLY, INSTALLATION, EMECTION
|CCIMESIONTNG ARD TUSTIRG 1000 UPCIRADATHN
!l'll PEESEMTLY INSTALLED MUS BMECAHTT BMAKL VAROE
|| ImsATION MO TOILING SYSTEM IN UNITA, BGTTE

||||-u.l'-c

[T T ST T T TR T

CORRIGENDUM [y o

WERSITE
OF THE BOARDY
CORPJAUTH

NODAL OFFICER/
COMTACT
DPETAILSEMAIL

HAHARO D

wewow lipspc] oy m wirmiac | | gl fp gl oo o
|

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT :

wwwetenders. hry.nic.in

Moo= 321 3VHRY

%g d@ 37 §5icT Bank of Baroda

REGIONAL OFFICE:

Bank of Baroda, First Floor, Diamond Complex,
Dilli More, Darbhanga-846004 Cont. No. 8969513429
Website: www.bankofbaroda.com

days Details are hereunder.

NOTICE

(Demand Notice under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002,
In respect of loan availed by below mentioned Borrower through Bank of Baroda, Donar Road
mentioned balance outstanding of dates mentioned below. We have already issued detailed demand notice dated 04.11.2024 mentioned below under section
13(2) of Securitisation & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 by registered post with acknowledgment due to you,
which has been returned undelivered/due to not accepted by borrower. We have indicated our intension of taking possession of hypothecated securities and
Mortgaged Property Owned by following Borrower/Guarantors as per section 13(4) of the Act in case of your failure to pay amount mentioned below within 60

g ARFAESI Act)

ranch which have became NPA on 01.10.2024 with below

Name & address of
Borrowers/Guarantor

Borrower: 1. M/s New Shyama Medical
Hall, Proprietor-Mr. Haridev Kumar
Chaudhary S/o Late Bisheshwar Choudhary,
Moh-Allalpatti, Post-DMC, PS-Laheriasarai,
Dist.-Darbhanga, Bihar-846003.

2. Mr. Haridev Kumar Chaudhary S/o Late
Bisheshwar Choudhary, Moh-Allalpatti, Post-
DMC, PS-Laheriasarai, Dist.-Darbhanga,
Bihar- 846003.

Branch: Donar Road Branch.

Demand Notice Date
Outstanding Amount as on 04.11.2024
(inclusive of interest up to 04.11.2024)

Demand Notice Date 04.11.2024

Rs. 2,91,602.70/- (Rupees Two lakh
ninety one thousand six hundred two
and paise seventy only) + Unapplied

interest from 01.10.2024 plus other

charges (if any)

Security agreement with brief description of securities

mentioned below)

P.S-Laheriasarai,

West-Gali.

Hypothecation of Stock: Equitable mortgage of property (description

Khata No0.403, Khesra No0.-829(0Id),
Darbhanga, Marufe Mohalla-Gangasagar, Pargana-Haveli Darbhanga,
Anchal-Sadar, Tauzi
Ward No.-509, Ward No.22, Sub-registry & District-Darbhanga, Area-
261.38 sqft(02 Dhur 12 Kanma) in the name of Mr. Haridev Kumar
Chaudhary and Mr. Shyam Kumar Choudhary. Boundary (As Per Sale
Deed):- North-Self Mokir, South-Self Purchaser, East-Self Purchaser,

153(New), Mohalla-Haveli

No.-3331, Thana No.-509,

Your are all advised the above demand notice letter send to you through postal authority by authorised officer of Bank of Baroda, Donar Road Branch.
(1) Please collect the notice copy from bank for more and complete details. (2) Please pay the balance outstanding amount with interest and costs etc. as
mentioned in above within 60 days from the date of notice publication referred to abve to avoid further action under the SARFAESI Act.

Place: Darbhanga
Date : 29.01.2025

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .
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India-China thaw: What fine print of the countries’ statements says

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

IN A major diplomatic breakthrough, New
Delhi and Beijing have decided on a slew of
measures to repair bilateral ties: resuming
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra this summaer,
restoring direct flights between the two cap-
itals, issuing visas for journalists and think
tanks, and sharing trans-border river data, a
statement from the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said on Monday.

These decisions follow Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri’s recent visit to Beijing, where
he met China’s Foreign Minister Wang Vi,
Vice Foreign Minister Sun Weidong, and
Minister of International Department of the
CCP Liu Jianchao. While undoubtedly sig-
nalling a potential thaw in ties, the fine print
of the two countries’ respective statements
reveals some notable divergences.

Framing & overall approach

On the face of it, New Delhi’s statement is
more nuanced and cautious compared to
Beijing’s, which seems to have a more opti-
mistic assessment of the talks. They also
highlight the two country’s overall approach.

While the Indian statement emphasises
ona “step-by-step” approach to address areas
of “interest” and “concern” — referring to the
border situation — the Chinese statement em-
phasises on a more “long term” strategy.

“The two sides took stock of the extant
mechanisms for functional exchanges. It was
agreed to resume these dialogues step by
step and to utilise them to address each
other’s priority areas of interest and con-
cern,” said the Indian statement.

In contrast, the Chinese statement said
that “both sides should view and handle
China-Indiarelations on the basis of the fun-
damental interests of the two countries and
two peoples and from a strategic height and

AL\ [ ] HISTORY

WHATWAS THE ROLE OF RIPUDAMAN
MALIKINT983 KANISHKA BOMBING?

ONE OF the two hitmen who shot dead
Khalistani separatist Ripudaman Singh
Malik in 2022 has been jailed for life in
Canada.

Malik was implicated in the 1985
bombing of Air India Flight 182 which
killed all 329 individuals aboard, and was
the deadliest act of aviation terrorism till
the September 11 attacks in 2001. Malik
would be acquitted in 2005.

On July 14, 2022, Malik was shot
dead in his car in Surrey, British
Columbia. Two Canadian youth —
Tanner Fox, 24, and Jose Lopez, 26 —
pleaded guilty to Malik’s murder. Fox
was sentenced on Tuesday (January 28);
Lopez will be sentenced on February 6.

Wreckage of AlFlight 182 retrieved
from the Atlantic. Wikimedia Commons

The Kanishka bombing

On June 23, 1985, Air India Flight 182
was on its way from Montreal to London
when it disappeared from radar screens
while flying over the Atlantic, near the
Irish coast. The wreckage of the Boeing
747 jumbo jet christened “Emperor
Kanishka” was located within hours. All
329 people on board — 268 Canadian
citizens, mostly of Indian origin, 27
British citizens, and 24 Indians — were
declared dead.

Investigations revealed that behind
the deadly crash was the detonation of a
bomb, likely placed inside a suitcase in
the forward cargo hold of the aircraft.

Roughly an hour before the Kanishka
went down, a suitcase bomb went off in-
side the terminal building at Tokyo’s
Narita airport. The bomb was meant to
explode aboard Air India Flight 301 from
Tokyo to Bangkok, but detonated prema-
turely. Investigations later found that the
two bombings were related.

by Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale.

Talwinder Singh Parmar, the founder
of Babbar Khalsa, was the alleged mas-
termind of the bombings. He was killed in
an encounter by Punjab Police in 1992.
The trial in Canada revolved around three
main accused: Ripudaman Singh Malik,
Inderjit Singh Reyat, and Ajaib Singh
Bagri, all Canadian citizens.

While Reyat was arrested in 1988 in
the UK, Malik and Bagri were arrested in
Vancouver in 2000. Malik, said to be a
close associate of Parmar, was the alleged
financier of the plot. Both Malik and Bagri
were associated with Babbar Khalsa.

A questionable acquittal

The trial for the Kanishka bombing
began in 2003. Reyat was made a prose-
cution witness against Malik and Bagri
after he pled guilty to “assembling parts
for the bombs” that blew up Flight 182 in
return for a five year sentence.

But on the witness box, Reyat refused

to implicate his comrades and pretended

Role of Babbar Khalsa, Malik

Investigations concluded that the
bombings were orchestrated by
Khalistani separatist outfit Babbar Khalsa.
The attacks were retribution for
Operation Blue Star which saw the Indian
Army enter the Golden Temple in
Amritsar in 1984 to flush out militants led

toremember nothing. The judge called him
“an unmitigated liar under oath”. Reyat
would be convicted on perjury charges in
2010, and sentenced to nine years in jail.
Because of his “unreliable” testimony, and
other procedurallapses by Canadian pros-
ecutors, Malik and Bagri walked free.
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long-term perspective... so as to promote
the development of China-India relations
along the sound and stable track.

Some major developments

MANSAROVAR YATRA: On Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, the two statements al-
most echo each other, but the Chinese state-
ment reflects more urgency.

The Indian statement said the two sides
“decided to resume the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra in the summer of 2025; the relevant
mechanism will discuss the modalities for
doing so as per existing agreements”. The
Chinese statement concurred, adding that
the two sides “will discuss relevant arrange-
ments as soon as possible.”

DIRECT FLIGHTS: As many as 539
scheduled direct flights, with a cumulative
capacity of more than 1.25 lakh passengers,
operated between India and China each
month, as of 2019. They were paused dur-

ing the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. And fol-
lowing the Galwan clash in June that year,
they never resumed.

On thisissue, a careful reading of the two
statements shows that while Delhi wants a
new pact, China has linked this to visas and
resident journalists.

The Indian statement said: “They agreed
in principle to resume direct air services be-
tween the two countries; the relevant tech-
nical authorities on the two sides will meet
and negotiate an updated framework for
this purpose at an early date”.

China said: “The two sides agreed to re-
sume direct flights between Chinese main-
land and India, support the competent au-
thorities of the two countries to coordinate
and push it forward, and take measures to
facilitate personnel flows and exchanges of
resident journalists”.

Currently, there is only one Indian resi-
dent journalist in China. There is no Chinese
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journalist in India.

TRANS-BORDER RIVERS: On trans-
border rivers like the Brahmaputra, both
sides agreed to hold an early meeting of the
India-China Expert Level Mechanism. This
will involve sharing of data, which has been
an issue in recent times.

Beijing in December cleared the construc-
tion of the world’s largest dam on the Tsangpo
(Siang or Brahmaputra in India) close to the
Indian border, triggering worries in the lower
riparian states of India and Bangladesh.

New Delhi said it was not informed by
the Chinese side about the dam project,
something that has long been the conven-
tion between the two countries, and learnt
of it from media reports. Indian officials
then reached out to their Chinese counter-
parts about sharing information in advance,
and consulting India and Bangladesh.

Regular meetings and information sharing
at the level of an expert-level mechanism —

like the one both sides have agreed to hold soon
— can prevent such situations in the future.

Notable silences

One of the two countries was silent on
some key issues.

On trade, the Indian side spelt out its con-
cerns on market access and tariff barriers.
“Specific concerns in the economic and trade
areas were discussed with a view to resolv-
ing these issues and promoting long-term
policy transparency and predictability,” New
Delhi’s statement said. The Chinese state-
ment makes no mention of this.

Conversely, on SCO, China said: “The
Indian side will extend full support for
Chinese presidency of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, and will actively
participate in the meetings under the SCO
umbrella.” India makes no mention of this.

LONGER VERSION ON

indianexpress.com/explained

Promise of nuclear fusion

Although fusion technology has been in development for decades, progress has been slow. But recent
breakthroughs have raised hope for its realisation. Fusion can, in theory, solve the energy and climate crisis

AMITABH SINHA

AN EXPERIMENTAL nuclear fusion reactor in
China last week triggered a lot of excitement
by keeping its operational state maintained
for more than 1,000 seconds, or over 17 min-
utes, which is a new record. Nuclear fusion is
what produces the energy in the Sun, or any
other star. Scientists across the world have
been trying to recreate this process to produce
electricity. The technology can eliminate the
world’s energy crisis, and the problem of cli-
mate change, but it has not been mastered yet.
The Chinese reactor did not produce elec-
tricity. It did not even carry out a fusion reac-
tion. The technology has not yet reached that
stage. However, the reactor managed to main-
tain plasma in a steady state of confinement
for a long time, longer than it had previously
been possible. This itself was a major step for-
ward towards the dream of realising a fusion-
based nuclear reactor in the near future.

Extreme conditions

Fusion reactions require very high tem-
peratures, hundreds of millions of degrees
Celsius — higher than the temperaturesin the
Sun’s core. At such high temperatures, matter
exists only in the plasma state, in which atoms
get split into positively and negatively
charged particles. But such hot plasma cannot
be handled by or contained in any material.

Within the reactor, this plasma needs to
be kept suspended in a confined space, sur-
rounded by very strong magnetic fields act-
ing as walls. Charged particles respond to
magnetic fields, and this property is used to
guide the flow of plasma within an enclosed
space, separated from any matter. This con-
dition, necessary for facilitating fusion reac-
tions, is extremely delicate and unstable,
with the tiniest of changes in the magnetic
field disturbing the whole set-up. Scientists
have not been able to maintain these condi-
tions for longer than a few seconds.

That is why the achievement of the
Experimental Advanced Superconducting
Tokamak (EAST) reactor, located at the
Institute of Plasma Physics in Anhui province
in eastern China, is being seen as so impor-
tant. It is a significant improvement on this
reactor’s previous record of a little over 400
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A technician works on the Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak
(EAST), a nuclear fusion reactor, in Hefei, Anhui province, China, in 2018. Reuters

seconds achieved in 2023.

Real-life electricity-generating reactors
would require this state to be maintained for
hours, even days, at a stretch. Only then
would continuous operations be possible,
like current nuclear reactors which are based
on fission technology:.

Energy source of future

Fusion technology has been under devel-
opment for more than 70 years but progress
has been slow. Even the optimistic forecasts,
atleast till a few years ago, suggested a func-
tional fusion reactor, producing electricity at
a commercial scale, would not be realised
before 2050.

For this reason, none of the global energy
transition pathways for a net-zero world in
2050, or 2070, factor in the potential of fu-
sion electricity. Each one of those pathways,
incidentally, is heavily dependent on the suc-
cess of several other uncertain technologies
such as carbon sequestration and carbon re-
moval, whose technical and economic via-
bility remain under doubt.

However, the promise of fusion energy is
alluring. If, and when, it comes through, other
sources of alternative clean energy being ex-
plored, like solar or wind, to tackle the cli-
mate crisis are likely to become peripheral
or even redundant.

The fusion process produces far greater
amounts of energy than any other source —
one gram of fuel can yield as much energy as
burning about eight tonnes of coal. It uses

cheap input materials, available in almost
limitless supply (deuterium and tritium, two
heavier isotopes of hydrogen that are used as
fuel, are easily available in nature), has a zero
emission footprint, and can be set up and
operated almost anywhere. Unlike the fis-
sion process, it does not leave dangerous nu-
clear waste.

Recent breakthroughs

In the last few years, fusion research has
produced a string of breakthroughs. In
December 2021, the United Kingdom-based
JET laboratory seta new record in the amount
of energy produced through fusion. It pro-
duced about 12 MW of electricity for five sec-
onds, enough to cater to the demands of
about 10,000 homes for that period of time.

Avyear later, areactor in the United States
achieved a net gain in energy for the first
time. The extreme conditions needed in a fu-
sion reactor require a very large amount of
input energy. Fusion would be viable only if
the output energy is significantly larger. The
performance of this US reactor has improved
since then. Last year, researchers at MIT said
they had developed a new material that
could better withstand the extreme condi-
tions within the reactor.

The feats of the Chinese EAST reactor, in
2023 and now, are the latest additions to these
successes. This week, fresh evidence emerged
to show that China was building a large laser-
ignited fusion research centre that could also
be used to develop thermonuclear weapons,

commonly known as hydrogen bombs.

The US facility at the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory in California, which was
the first to produce a net gain in energy in
2022, is based on a similar technology.

Greater optimism

The recent breakthroughs have triggered
a big surge in interest, and ambition, for fu-
sion energy, particularly among private com-
panies which have entered the field in a ma-
jor way. A total of 163 fusion reactors, in
about 30 countries, are currently in opera-
tion, under construction, or being planned,
according to the Fusion Device Information
System (FusDIS) database maintained by
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

The Fusion Outlook 2023 report, pub-
lished by IAEA, said private companies op-
erating in this space had attracted $6.2 bil-
lion in investment that year. There were at
least 43 such companies operating in more
than 10 countries.

Helion, a US-based company backed by
tech billionaires Sam Altman and Peter Thiel,
has promised to generate 50 MW of electric-
ity by 2028, which will be provided to
Microsoft. The company aims to become the
first firm to start producing commercial elec-
tricity from fusion reactions.

Another US company, Commonwealth
Fusion Systems, is collaborating with MIT
to generate 400 MW grid-scale electricity
by the early 2030s from a plant it is building
in Virginia.

ITER

The largest fusion reactor, an interna-
tional collaborative project called ITER, is
coming up in southern France. More than 30
countries are participating with India being
one of the seven member countries con-
tributing to the reactor’s construction and
research. This project, which has been under
development since 2005, is slated to become
one of the biggest international science fa-
cilities in the world. According to its current
timeline, it would begin deuterium-tritium
fusion reactions by 2039, producing 500 MW
of fusion power.

ITER would not be converting the output
heat energy into electricity. Butits successis
expected to pave the way for other machines
to start using fusion energy as a regular
source of electricity generation.

Dr Indranil Bandyopadhyay, group
leader, Council Support and Knowledge
Management, at ITER India, said, “A 15-year
timeline for nuclear fusion energy to reach
commercial scale is very aggressive but not
implausible.”

ISRO celebrates 100th launch: Its journey so far, some upcoming ventures

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

WITH ITS first launch of 2025, the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) clocked
a century of launches, a significant mile-
stone for the space agency.
Starting from humble ori-
gins, ISRO has developed sev-
eral rockets. It has also carried
out numerous scientific mis-

SPACE

three developmental and one operational
flight. Its successor ASLV —an augmented ver-
sion of the SIV-3 which could carry upto 150
kg to LEO — saw four developmental flights.

It was with the third generation PSLV,
which continues to be ISRO’s workhorse
launcher today, that ISRO truly came into its
own. The four stage rocket with solid and lig-
uid fuel-based engines is capa-
ble of carryingjust under 2,000
kg to LEO. Till date, the PSLV has
gone to space 62 times, includ-

sions which provide useful
data to researchers around the world.

Six generations of rockets

ISRO has so far developed at least six gen-
erations of launch vehicles, of which four re-
main operational. The first two generations
of launchers, which are no longer in service,
saw limited use. The SLV-3, that could carrya
measly 40 kg to Low Earth Orbit (LEO), saw

ing three development flights.
Only two PSLV launches have been unsuc-
cessful.

The PSLV was followed by the GSLV,
whose initial flights used cryogenic engines
supplied by Russia. India later developed its
own cryogenic engine — the GSLV-F15
utilise for the 100th launch was India’s
eleventh successful flight using indige-
nously developed cryogenic engines. The

100 LAUNCHES, BY VEHICLE

Satellite Launch Vehicle 4
Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle 4
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 62
Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle 16
Launch Vehicle Mark Il 7
(previously GSLV MkIIl)

Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
Reusable Launch Vehicle

Test Vehicle Mission

Pad Abort Test
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GSLV can carry upto 6,000 kg to LEO.

The GSLV MKIII, now called LVM3, is ca-
pable of carrying nearly 8,500 kg to LEO. It is
the heaviest launch vehicle in ISRO’s arse-

nal at the moment. The LVM3 has thus far
been used for seven launches, all of which
have been successful. It was notably used for
the Chandrayaan 2 and 3 missions, and a
modified, human-rated version of the vehi-
cle will be used for the Gaganyaan mission.

ISRO has also developed the Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle to transfer to pri-
vate industry for commercial launch of
small satellites. The SSLV has thus far seen
three developmental flights.

548 satellites placed in orbit

In its 100 launches, ISRO has placed in
orbit 548 satellites weighing 120 tonnes in
total. This includes 433 satellites weighing
23 tonnes that came from outside India.
ISRO has launched communication satel-
lites, earth observation satellites, navigation
satellites, and experimental satellites.

Withits 100th launch, ISRO put in orbit
the NVS-02 satellite on Wednesday. This is

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

one of the five replacement satellites for the
Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System,
also referred to as NavIC (Navigation with
Indian Constellation). The new generation
of NavIC satellites are heavier, have alonger
mission life, carry an indigenously devel-
oped atomic clock on-board, and are en-
abled to send signals in the L1 frequency
band, something that will facilitate the
greater adoption of NavIC.

NavIC is a seven-satellite regional posi-
tioning system that can provide locationdata
on the Indian mainland, and up to 1,500 kms
around it. A fully-functional NavIC system,
with all seven satellites and ground stations
outside of India, is likely to be more accurate
than GPS in the region it covers since NavIC
satellites are placed directly over India.

Apart from satellites, ISRO has also
launched several scientific missions such as
the space-based observatory AstroSat, the
Mars Orbiter Mission or Mangalyaan,

Chandrayaan 1, 2 and 3, the space observa-
tory XpoSat, and the solar mission Aditya L1.

Upcoming ventures

With ISRO targeting big ticket missions
such as a sample return mission from the
Moon, a mission to Venus, setting up an
Indian space station, and sending a man to
Moon, the space agency is working towards
developing a heavier rocket called Next
Generation Launch Vehicle.

NGLV will be capable of carrying up to
30,000 kg to LEO. It will also have are-usable
first stage, which would be utilised 15 to 20
times, in order to make launches affordable.

The Union Cabinet has green-lit the con-
struction of a third launch pad at Sriharikota
for NGLV launches. The pad would be capable
of launching human missions, and also facil-
itate in increasing the number of LVM3
launches. This would increase ISRO’s capabil-
ity to carry out heavy commercial missions.
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Nasa Astronauts in the
International Space
Station, last year. File

Trump, Musk
suggest speedy
return of 2 NASA
astronauts

Washington: President
Donald Trump said
Tuesday night he had
asked Elon Musk's SpaceX
to return two NASA astro-
nauts from the ISS who
were already scheduled to
fly back on a SpaceX cap-
sule in March. Musk earlier
Tuesday said Trump had
asked him to return the
two astronauts "as soonas
possible,” suggesting a
change to NASA's current
plan for a late March re-
turn. “Wewilldo so,” Musk
said. “I have justasked Elon
Musk and @SpaceX to ‘go
get’ the 2 brave astronauts
who have been virtually
abandoned inspace by the
Biden Administration,”
Trump wrote on Truth
Social. ANASA spokesman
did not immediately re-
turn requests for com-
ment. REUTERS

SYRIA

“14 killed in strike
by Turkey-allied
forcesin north’

Damascus: Atleast 14 civil-
ians were killed and 29
wounded in attacks by
Turkish-backed forces in
northern Syriaon Monday
and Tuesday, the U.S.-
backed Kurdish militia
group said. The Kurdish-
led Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) said Turkish-
backed forces targeted a
market in the city of Sarrin
with drones on Tuesday,
killing eight civilians and
injuring 20 others.Some of
the wounded were in crit-
ical condition, they said.
Shelling by Turkish-
backed forces on another
area in northern Syria
killed three civilians and
injured nine on Tuesday, as
pertheSDE. ~ REUTERS

CONGO

Rebels move
southward after
seizing east city

Goma: Rwandan-backed
M23 rebels in Democratic
Republic of Congo were
moving south on
Wednesday towards
Bukavu, the capital of
South Kivu province, ap-
parently bidding to ex-
pand their area of control
in the country's east after
capturing the city of
Goma. M23 forces were
advancing south from the
town of Minova, along
the western side of Lake
Kivu, according to five
diplomatic and security
sources, one of whom
was indirect contact with
the rebels. REUTERS
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Pr1SONS FULL DUE TO GANG CRIME WAVE
SWEDEN EYES SENDING INMATES ABROAD

Sweden can send criminals to serve their sentences in prisons abroad, a government-
appointed commission said on Wednesday; as the country struggles to handle an in-

flux of new inmates arising from a wave of gang crime.

WILL BE FIRST FOREIGN LEADER TO VISIT U.S. PRESIDENT IN FRESH TERM

Trumpinvites Netanyahu to White House,
mediators look ahead to ceasefire phase 2

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GAZA, JANUARY 29

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump has
invited Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to the White
House next week as the first for-
eignleadertovisitin Trump's sec-
ond term, Netanhayu and the
White House said Tuesday.

The announcement came as
the United States pressures Israel
and Hamas to continue a cease-
fire that has paused a devastat-
ing 15-month war in Gaza.

Talks about the ceasefire's
more difficult second phase,
which aims to end the war, be-
gin next Monday.

The White House letter
shared by Netanyahu's office,
dated Tuesday, said “I look for-
ward to discussing how we can
bring peace to Israel and its
neighbours, and efforts to
counter our shared adversaries.”

The meeting on February 4is
a chance for Netanyahu, under
pressure at home, to remind the
world of the support he has re-
ceived from Trump over the
years,and to defend Israel's con-
duct of the war.

Israel is the largest recipient
of US military aid, and
Netanyahuis likely to encourage
Trump not to hold up some
weapons deliveries the way the
Biden administration did,
though it continued other deliv-
eries and overall military sup-
port.

Netanyahu also wants Trump
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Displaced Palestinians return to their homes in northern Gaza on Wednesday. Reuters

to put more pressure on Iran,and
renew efforts to deliver a historic
normalisation agreement be-
tween Israel and Saudi Arabia.

Meanwhile in Cairo, a high-
level Hamas team led by
Mohammad Darwish, head of
the group's leading council, held
talks with Egyptian mediators.

Later on Tuesday, Hamas said
the delegation has also discussed
with Cairo officials alleged Israeli
violations of the truce and ideas
toachieve national unity with the
rival Palestinian Authority includ-
ing an Egyptian proposal to form
a panel to run post-war Gaza.

A second stage, which will

Meloni under probe
over release of Libyan
cop wanted by ICC

REUTERS
ROME, JANUARY 29

ITALIAN PRIME Minister Giorgia
Meloni said on Tuesday she had
been placed under judicial inves-
tigation following a government
decision to release a Libyan po-
lice officer wanted by the
International Criminal Court.
Osama Elmasry Njeem was
freed last week and flown home
by an Italian state aircraft just
days after being detained in the
northern city of Turin under an
ICC arrest warrant for alleged
crimes against humanity, includ-
ing murder, torture and rape.
The ICC has demanded an
explanation, saying it had not
been consulted over the deci-

Prime
Minister
Giorgia

sion to let him go. Meloni said in
a message posted on social me-
dia that she had been placed un-
der investigation by Rome’s
chief prosecutor, Francesco Le
Voi, for allegedly aiding and
abetting a crime and misuse of
public funds.

“I will not be blackmailed, |
will not allow myself to be intim-
idated, which may be why I am,
let's say, disliked by those who
do not want Italy to change and
become better,” Meloni saidina
video posted on Facebook.

decide what happens to over 60
other hostages as well as a full
withdrawal of Israeli forces from
Gaza, is due to begin Tuesday.

Erdogan meets Hamas
delegation in Ankara

Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan met with Hamas leader
Muhammad Ismail Darwish in
Ankara on  Wednesday,
Erdogan'’s office said in a state-
ment. Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan and Intelligence
Chief Ibrahim Kalin also at-
tended the meeting, as well as
other Hamas officials.

WITHREUTERS INPUTS

ISRAELIFIRE INWEST
BANKKILLS TWO MEN

Jerusalem: The Palestinian
Health Ministry says two
Palestinians were killed by
Israeli fire in the West Bank
overnight into Wednesday. A
23-year-old man was shot
dead in Tulkarem and a 25-
year-old man was killed in a
strike on Jenin, where Israel
launched a large operation
earlier this month. There was
noimmediate comment from
the Israeli military. AP

US to cancel
student visas of
pro-Palestinian
protesters

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 29

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
will sign an executive order on
Wednesday to combat anti-
semitism and pledge to deport
non-citizen college students and
others who took part in pro-
Palestinian protests, a White
House official said.

A fact sheet on the order
promises “immediate action” to
prosecute “terroristic threats, ar-
son, vandalism and violence
against American Jews” and mar-
shal all federal resources to com-
bat what it called “the explosion
of antisemitism on our campuses
and streets” since the October 7,
2023, attack on Israel by Hamas.

“To all the resident aliens who
joined in the pro-jihadist protests,
we putyou on notice: come 2025,
we will find you, and we will de-
port you,” Trump said in the fact
sheet. “Iwill also quickly cancel the
student visas of all Hamas sympa-
thizers on college campuses,
which have been infested with
radicalism like never before.”

During his election campaign,
Trump promised to deport those
he called “pro-Hamas” students
in the United States on visas.

Questions arise on French govt’s
survival as budget talks collapse

REUTERS
PARIS, JANUARY 29

FRENCH BUDGET talks teetered
on the brink of collapse on
Wednesday, a day after Socialist
party officials suspended their
participation in protest over re-
marks about immigration by
Prime Minister Francois Bayrou,
threatening his government's
survival. The flare-up over the
comments by Bayrou, who said
many people felt “submerged”
by immigration, underlines the
complexity of his balancing act.
His comments were cheered
by far-right lawmakers from the
National Rally, the largest single
party in parliament, but
prompted the Socialists to aban-
don budget talks, raising fresh
doubts about the stability of
Bayrou’s administration.

Putin says Kyiv unwilling to take ‘legal
way’ for talks, Zelenskyy rejects claim

REUTERS
MOSCOW, JANUARY 29

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin said on Tuesday that
Ukraine could find alegal way to
hold peace talks with Russia
on ending their nearly three-
year-old war, but Moscow
sees no willingness on Kyiv's part
to engage.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy immedi-
ately dismissed President
Putin’s statements questioning
his legitimacy, saying that the
Kremlin chief had shown he was

Vladimir Putin is afraid of
strong leaders: Zelenskyy

afraid of talks and sought to pro-
long the war.

Putin told Russian state tele-
vision that negotiations with
Ukraine were complicated by

Zelenskiy's “illegitimacy” in re-
maining in power beyond his
mandate with no authority to
sign documents.

“But essentially, if they want
to proceed, there is a legal way
to do it. Let the chairman of the
Rada (Ukraine's parliament)
handleitin accordance with the
constitution,” Putin said.

Zelenskyy, writing on
Telegram, said Putin had “once
again confirmed that heis afraid
of negotiations, afraid of strong
leaders and is doing everything
to prolong the war.” Putin’s ac-
tions, he said, were “aimed at
making the war endless.”

e
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PM Francois Bayrou at the National Assembly Tuesday. Reuters

The Socialists' walkout comes
at a crucial moment, with the
2025 budget Bill entering its final
stage.On Thursday, a panel of sen-
ators and parliamentariansis due
to thrash out a final text before it
heads to the lower house Monday.

Philippe Brun, a Socialist law-

maker, said Wednesday the
Socialists could return to the
table if Bayrou withdrew his im-
migration remark. Government
spokesperson Sophie Primas said
the premier had no such plans
and the budget must not be
“taken hostage” by the dispute.

15-yr-old girl killed by Pak
family over TikTok videos

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
QUETTA, JANUARY 29

A 15-YEAR-OLD girl born and
raised in the US has been killed
by her father and uncle in the
Balochistan province of Pakistan
for making TikTok videos, police
said on Wednesday.

The police have arrested
both the accused who have
confessed to the "honour
killing" after the girl and her
family arrived in Quetta on
January 15.

“The father said he had told
his daughter to stop making

videos on TikTok but she refused
to listen. So he and his brother-
in-law decided to kill her while
they were visiting their home
town Quetta,” senior police of-
ficial Abad Baloch said.

The official said the accused
initially claimed the girl was hit
by stray bullets during an aerial
firing outside their home and
rushed to the hospital where
she was declared dead.

“The family has been living
in the USA for the last 28 years
and the girl was born and
raised there. This was her first
visit to her ancestral home,”
Baloch said.

REUTERS

2 mn US federal
workers enticed
to resign in bid to
reduce workforce

Feb 6 deadline, those who choose to
quit will receive 8 months’ pay: Govt

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 29

THE TRUMP administration an-
nounced Tuesday that itis offer-
ing buyouts to all federal em-
ployees who opt to leave their
jobs by next week — an unprece-
dented move to shrink the US
government at breakneck speed.

A memo from the Office of
Personnel Management also said
itwould begin subjecting all fed-
eral employees to “enhanced
standards of suitability and con-
duct” and ominously warned of
future downsizing. The email sent
to millions of employees said
those who leave their posts vol-
untarily will receive about eight
months of salary, but they have to
choose to do so by February 6.

Katie Miller, who serves on
an advisory board to the
Department of Government
Efficiency, adepartment headed
by Tesla CEO Elon Musk and
tasked with shrinking the size of
government, posted on X, “This
email is being sent to more than
TWO MILLION federal employ-
ees.” The federal government
employed more than 3 million
people as of November last year,
which accounted for nearly 1.9
per cent of the nation's entire
civilian workforce, according to
the Pew Research Centre.

Even a fraction of the work-
force accepting buyouts could
send shockwaves through the

Whatifone
= doesn’t quit?

EXPLAINED

THELETTER sent to the
workers says that the de-
ferred resignation offer is
“completely voluntary,”
and that employees who
don’trespond to the
email will retain their
jobs. But it warns those
who choose to remainin
their positions that re-
taining their jobs is not
guaranteed. “..we cannot
give you full assurance re-
garding the certainty of
your position,” it said.

economy and trigger wide-
spread disruptions throughout
society as awhole.

In response, American
Federation of Government
Employees union President
Everett Kelley said it should not
be viewed as voluntary buyouts,
but pressuring workers not con-
sidered loyal to the new admin-
istration to vacate their jobs.

The emailed message includes
a “deferred resignation letter” for
federal employees to begin leav-
ing their posts. “If you resign un-
der this program, you will retain
all pay and benefits regardless of
your daily workload and will be
exempted from all applicable in-
person work requirements until
September 30,” it says.

US court pauses
freeze on federal
erants and loans

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 29

A FEDERAL judge on Tuesday
temporarily blocked a push from
President Donald Trump to pause
federal funding while his admin-
istration conducts an across-the-
board ideological review to uproot
progressive initiatives.

The Trump administration
plan plunged the US government
— and states and organisations
thatrely on federal funding — into
panic and confusion and set the
stage for a constitutional clash
over control of taxpayer money.

The order from US District
Judge Loren AliKhan came min-
utes before the funding freeze
was scheduled to go into effect
on Tuesday afternoon.

The administrative stay,
prompted by a lawsuit brought
by nonprofit groups that receive
federal funds, lasts until Monday
afternoon and applies only to ex-
isting programmes.

Administration officials said
the decision to halt loans and
grants — a financial lifeline for lo-
cal governments, schools and
nonprofits — was necessary to
ensure that spending complies
with Trump’s recent blitz of ex-
ecutive orders. Democrats argue
that the president had no right
to unilaterally stop spending ap-
propriated by Congress.

PuBLIC HEALTH EXPERTS CALL FOR REFORMS OF AGENCY, BUT SAY NOTHING CAN REPLACE ITS EXTENSIVE NETWORK

Crucial scientific data, influence over global health What US loses with WHO exit

APOORVAMANDAVILLI
SANFRANCISCO, JANUARY 29

PRESIDENT TRUMP'S decision to
withdraw the United States from
the World Health Organization
could have harsh consequences
for countries around the world
that rely on the agency to
achieve important health goals,
including routine immuniza-
tions, outbreak control and nu-
trition programs.

But it could also have unfor-
tunate, unintended repercus-
sions for Americans.

Disengaging from the W.H.O.

would rob the United States of
crucial information about
emerging outbreaks like mpox
and resurgent dangers like
malaria and measles, public
health experts said. It may also
give more power to nations like
Russia and China in setting a
global health agenda, and it
could hurt the interests of
American pharmaceutical and
health technology companies.
The WHO’s work touches
American lives in myriad ways.
The agency compiles the
International Classification of
Diseases, the system of diagnos-
tic codes used by doctors and in-

surance companies. It assigns
generic names to medicines that
are recognizable worldwide. Its
extensive flu surveillance net-
work helps select the seasonal
flu vaccine each year.

The agency also closely tracks
resistance to antibiotics and
other drugs, keeps American
travelers apprised of health
threats, and studies a wide range
of issues such as teen mental
health, substance use and aging,
which may then inform policies
in the United States.

“There’s a reason why there
was a WH.O.,” said Loyce Pace,
who served as an assistant sec-

WHO medical aid from arriving in south Gaza in 2023. File
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retary of health and human serv-
ices under former President Joe
Biden. “It’s because we saw
value, even as a superpower, in
the wake of the world war to
come together as a global com-
munity on global problems.”

“America, no matter how
great we are, cannot do this work
alone,” she said.

Though it will take a year for
the withdrawal to take effect —
and it is not entirely clear that it
can happen without congres-
sional approval — Trump’s an-
nouncement has already
prompted drastic cost-cutting
measures at the WHO

Many public health experts
have for decades called for re-
forms of the agency, noting that
it is too timid in calling out its
members’ missteps, holds arigid
view of what constitutes med-
ical evidence and has too many
areas of focus. The criticisms es-
calated during the pandemic,
when the W.H.O. was months
late in acknowledging that the
coronavirus was airborne and
that the virus could spread in the
absence of symptoms.

Yet there is no other organi-
zation that can match the WHO's
reach or influence in the world,
said Dr. Thomas Frieden, who

The administrative stay on
President Donald Trump’s
order lasts until Monday. File

Just minutes after AliKhan
ruled, Democratic attorneys gen-
eral from 22 states and the
District of Columbia filed their
own lawsuit seeking to block
and permanently prevent the
administration from cutting off
federal funding. “There is no
question this policy is reckless,
dangerous, illegal and unconsti-
tutional,” New York Attorney
General Letitia James said.

AliKhan said in halting the
spending freeze, “It seems like
the federal government cur-
rently doesn't actually know the
full extent of the programmes
that are going to be subject to
the pause.”

Trump administration offi-
cials said programmes that pro-
vide direct assistance to
Americans would not be affected,
such as Medicare, Social Security,
student loans and food stamps.

has worked with the WHO for
decades, including as a former
CDC director.

“Are there lots of things they
could be better at? Of course,” he
said. But, he added, “are they in-
dispensable? Yes.”

For all its scope, the W.H.O.
has a relatively modest budget,
totaling about $6.8 billion for
2024 and 2025. For comparison,
the health department of the
tiny state of Rhode Island spent
justover $6 billion in 2024 alone.

The United States is the
W.H.O.’s largest donor, account-
ing for nearly 15 percent of its
planned budget. NYT
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AIMTOBOOST DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN EXPLORATION, SUPPORT RECYCLING

Cabinet approves critical minerals

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THEUNION Cabinet has approved
the setting up of the National
Critical Minerals Mission (NCMM)
on Wednesday with a budgetary
outlay of Rs 16,300 crore over
seven years, with an additional
Rs 18,000 crore expected in in-
vestments from central public
sector undertakings (PSUs).

WithRs 3,000 crore budgeted
for the National Mineral
Exploration Trust (NMET) and
Rs 4,000 crore for the Geological
Survey of India (GSI), the NCMM
targets 1,200 domestic critical
mineral exploration projects till
2030-31. The Ministry of Mines
alsoaims to auction over 100 crit-
ical mineral blocks by then.

Aboost in exploration of criti-
cal minerals will provide poten-
tial investors with key data on re-
serves, whichin turn will increase
interest and participation in auc-
tions. Tillnow, GSI has undertaken
368 exploration projects over the
past three years, with 195 projects
currently underway, and the
mines ministry has auctioned off
24 critical mineral blocks.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hailed the NCMM as a “ma-
jor step towards self-reliance” in
critical minerals. “The Union
Cabinet’s decision on National
Critical Mineral Mission will en-
courage India’s high-tech, clean
energy, defence and other key in-
dustries,” he posted on X.

— BRIEFLY —

OSlI, e-Shram
microsites for
stateslaunched

New Delhi: Union Minister for
Labour & Employment
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Wednesday launched state
and Union Territory
Microsites under the e-Shram
initiative and the
Occupational Shortage Index
(OSI). The minister rolled out
the two initiatives during a
meeting with state/Union
Territory Labour Ministers &
Secretaries held here, alabour
ministry statement said. PTI

Maruti reappoints
Hisashi Takeuchi
asMDandCEO

New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki
India’s board gave its nod to
the reappointment of
Hisashi Takeuchi as MD
and CEO of the company
for another three years. The
PV maker’s consolidated
Q3 net profit jumped 16 per
cent YoY to Rs 3,727 crore
fromRs 3,207 crore.  PTI

PPP MODEL

Expansion plans at Indian Railways’ wagon repair workshop in V

DHEERAJMISHRA
VISAKHAPATNAM, JANUARY 29

ARJUN KUMAR s preparing him-
self for more work to do as more
wagons are set to arrive in up-
coming years at the Indian
Railways’ repair workshop in the
coastal region Vadlapudi, a neigh-
borhood in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh. A daily wage
worker from Jharkhand, Kumar
specializes in the gas cutting and
welding of the damaged wagon
body, an important part of the
Periodic Overhaul (POH) of the
freight wagon.

“Ihave been working here for
the last three years. I get Rs. 865
per day as my wage. The working
condition in the workshop is bet-
ter than the northern part, that is
why we did not go back. I have
heard that the authorities are go-
ing to develop more workshops
here, which is good for us as well
as more workers will arrive,” said
40-year old Kumar, whoisamong
the workforce of around 500 peo-
ple at the workshop. Spread in
around 203 acres in Vadlapudi,

C-ethanol procurement price hiked

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
on Wednesday approved a
3 per cent increase in the pro-
curement price for ethanol
made from C-heavy molasses
to Rs 57.97 per litre for the
2024-25 supply year. The price
increase, aimed at boosting
ethanol production from sugar
industry by-products, comes as
India pushes to meet its accel-

erated target of 20 per cent
ethanol blending in petrol by
2025-26. Prices for ethanol
produced from B-heavy mo-
lasses and sugarcane juice/
sugar/ sugar syrup remain un-
changed at Rs 60.73 and
Rs 65.61 per litre, respectively.

The decision was takenata
meeting of the CCEA chaired by
PM Narendra Modi. PTI

Under the mission, an addi-
tional Rs 5,600 crore is allocated
tothe NMET to financerisk cover-
age for foreign sourcing and to
support exploration activities out-
side India. The mines ministry
seeks to amend the Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act to enable the
NMET to fund the proposed activ-
ities of the mission. Announced by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in last year’s Union
Budget, the mission aims to
strengthen India’s critical miner-
als value chain by building a tech-
nological, regulatory, and finan-
cial ecosystem to ensure mineral
availability from both domestic
and foreign sources. The missionis
set to boost access to raw materi-
als used across strategic sectors,
from clean energy and electron-
ics to defence and agriculture.

NCMM will receive Rs 1,000
crore from the Anusandhan
National Research Foundation

Sensex, Nifty
rise nearly 1%
on positive
global cues

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 29

STOCK MARKET benchmark in-
dices Sensex and Nifty surged
nearly 1 per cent on Wednesday,
buoyed by a rally in IT, capital
goods and industrial stocks amid
a firm trend in global markets.

However, unabated selling by
foreign investors ahead of the
Union Budget kept market senti-
ment extremely cautious, traders
said. The 30-share BSE bench-
mark Sensex jumped 631.55
points or 0.83 per cent to settle at
76,532.96.

“The Indian market has
demonstrated resilience in antic-
ipation of the upcoming Union
Budget, with expectations of
measures, aimed at stimulating
consumption and job creation.
Investors are now focusing on the
upcoming FOMC meeting,
with general expectations that the
Fed will maintain its current
hawkish stance,” according to
Vinod Nair, head of research,
Geojit Financial Services. PTI

the Indian Railways’ only Public
Private Partnership (PPP) based
wagon repair workshop, which
has been outsourced to
Braithwaite & Co. Limited (BCL),a
miniratna company of the
Ministry of Railways, is planning
to expand and start construction
of more workshops at the remain-
ing part of the land. Started in
2021 by the East Coast Railway
(ECoR), currently its only work-
shop of 93 acres, including 23
acres of exchange yard area and
57 acres of admin block and resi-
dential areq, is under utilisation
and rest of it is vacant.

“It is railways’ first project
where the PPPmodel hasbeenim-
plemented in wagon workshop
repair. Currently we do the peri-
odic overhaul of over 200 wagons
inamonth. Our planis to repair at
least 1,000 wagons per month. For
this the rest of the area will be de-
veloped soon. As the railways’ tar-
get is to increase freight move-
ment, this workshop becomes
more important because of its
proximity to the ports,” said SK
Senapati, the Chief Project
Manager of BCL. Explaining the

(ANRF) and other R&D schemes,
and Rs 2,600 crore in budgetary
support.Inameeting with officials
from the Department of
Economic Affairs in November,
the mines ministry had proposed
external funding for the NCMM
through the World Bank’s
Resilient and Inclusive Supply-
Chain Enhancement (RISE)initia-
tive. As of February 2024, only $50
million have been pledged as ini-
tial contributions to the RISE ini-
tiative, with Japan contributing
$25 million and the remaining
from other countries, including
Canada, Germany, Italy, the
Republic of Korea, and the UK.
Through the past year, the
mines ministry led stakeholder
consultations to develop the mis-
sion’s framework, including a
publicseminarin August where it
identified key areas of support, in-
cluding a Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for mineral
recycling pilot projects. The mis-

mission with ¥16,300 crore outlay

Why
Centreis

bettingon
® NCMM

EXPLAINED

THE MISSION aims to
strengthen India’s critical
minerals value chain by
building a technological,
regulatory, and financial
ecosystem to ensure
mineral availability from
both domestic and for-
eign sources. It is set to
boost access to raw ma-
terials used in strategic
sectors, from clean en-
ergy and electronics to
defence and agriculture.

sion envisages an incentive
scheme for mineral recycling to
the tune of Rs 1,500 crore target-
ing400 kilotonnes (kt) of recycled
material, which will be prepared
in consultation with the Ministry
of Finance. Under the mission,
central PSUs and their joint ven-
tures will be expected to invest
Rs 18,000 crore. These include
Khanij Bidesh India Ltd (KABIL),
Coal India Ltd, National Mineral
Development Corporation, NTPC
Mining Ltd, Neyveli Lignite
Corporation India Ltd, Steel
Authority of India Ltd, Indian Rare
Earth Ltd, OilIndia Ltd,and ONGC
Ltd. NCMM also targets the acqui-
sition of 50 critical mineral mines
abroad, by both PSUs and private
companies. So far, KABIL, under
the mines ministry, has acquired

US Fed may keep rates
stable as it awaits data

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 29

THE US Federal Reserve is ex-
pected to hold interest rates
steady on Wednesday asitawaits
furtherinflationand jobs dataand
more clarity on the economicim-
pact of US President Donald
Trump's policies before deciding
whether to cut borrowing costs
again.

Trump, who has already said
interest rates should be lowered
regardless while asserting he
knows more about the matter
than Fed policymakers, has in his
first week in office provided a
sample of the potential disruption
ahead. Since being sworn in as
president for a second time on
January 20, Trump has rolled out
dozens of executive orders, in-
cluding one on Monday that halts
some federal spending—a poten-
tial fiscal shock to consumption
and growth. A federal judge on
Tuesday halted the spending
freeze until at least next Monday
pending a further legal review.
Trump also has ramped up depor-
tation of immigrants and threat-
ened 25per cent import tariffs on
goods from Mexicoand Canadaas

The Fed cut its benchmark
policy rate by 1 percentage
pointin 2024. Reuters

soonas Saturday, moves that most
economists see as more likely to
aggravate inflation than con-
tribute to cooling it further.

Preliminary data released on
Wednesday showed the
US.monthly goods trade deficit
jumped nearly 18 per cent in
December to $122.1 billion, a
record high, with a surge in im-
ports of industrial supplies sug-
gesting companies may be trying
to front-run expected new import
taxes. “The Fed would prefer to
stop short on rate cuts than re-
verse course and have to raise
rates if inflation were to reignite,”
said Diane Swonk, chief econo-
mist at KPMG.

over 15,000 hectares in
Argentina’s Catamarca province
for the exploration of lithium.

“The Government of India will
motivate Central PSUs and en-
courage private sector companies
toallocate funds for acquiring crit-
ical mineral assets overseas, em-
powering Central PSUs, their joint
ventures, and subsidiaries to in-
vest abroad by issuing necessary
guidelines,” according toanoteon
the mission.

As part of the mission, the gov-
ernment also plans to create four
mineral processing parks and pre-
pare separate guidelines for the
recycling of critical minerals, with
a focus on streamlining India’s
massive informal recycling sector.
NCMM also seeks to promote
Critical Minerals Partnership
Agreements with resource-rich
countries and to integrate chap-
ters on critical minerals in exist-
ing bilateral trade agreements
with countries of interest.

“The mission s also an invita-
tion forinternational partnerships
and global investment opportu-
nities. India has already taken sig-
nificant steps in this direction,
with agreements signed with
Argentina, Zambia, and the United
States,among others. These part-
nerships are critical for diversify-
ing supply chains and securing ac-
cess to mineral-rich regions,”
Union Mines Minister G Kishan
Reddy said. The mission will be
coordinated by an Empowered
Committee chaired by the Cabinet
Secretary.

Tata Motors

profit down
22.4% in Q3

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 29

TATAMOTORS Ltd reported a22.4
per centyear-on-year dropincon-
solidated net profit to Rs 5,451
crore for the third quarter (Q3)
ended December 2024 as against
Rs 7,025 crore a year ago in the
wake of weaker margins and sub-
dued Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) vol-
umes despite a sequential im-
provement.

Total revenue rose to
Rs 113,575 crore for the December
quarter asagainstRs 110,577 crore
a year ago. “The fundamentals of
the business are strong and there-
fore despite external challenges
we are confident of delivering an-
other strong performance this
year,” PB Balaji, Group Chief
Financial Officer, Tata Motors said.

The HCV segment saw robust
sequential recovery, even as the
year-on-year sales declined 9 per
centdue tolimited growth inend-
use segments, Girish Wagh, ED,
TataMotors said. JLR’s revenue for
the quarterwas £7.5 billion,up 1.5
per cent while YTD revenue at
£21.2 billion was flat YoY.
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Rise in unincorporated, non-
agri units headed by women;
West Bengal, Karnataka lead

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE PERCENTAGE of proprietary
units headed by femalesin the un-
incorporated, non-agricultural
enterprises increased to 26.2 per
cent in 2023-24 from 22.9 per
centin 2022-23, with the highest
share seen in manufacturing, the
full report of Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Enterprises
(ASUSE) 2023-24 released by
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) on Wednesday showed.
Of the total 12.06 crore workers
employed in the unincorporated,
non-agricultural enterprises,
which refer to the non-corporate
entities that are broadly informal
in nature, female workers com-
prised 28.1 per cent of the total
workers, with 46.5 per cent in
manufacturing, 22.5 per cent in
other servicesand 19.2 per centin
trade in 2023-24, the survey
showed.

Among the three broad sec-
tors in the unincorporated, non-
agricultural enterprises, manu-
facturing recorded the highest
share of units headed by female
proprietors (58.4 per cent) in
2023-24, followed by other serv-
ices (14.22 per cent) and trade
(13.69 per cent).In 2022-23, the
share of units headed by female
proprietors had been recorded
at 54.41 per cent for manufactur-
ing, 9.74 per cent for other serv-
icesand 12.33 per cent for trade.

Among major states, the
highest percentage share of un-
incorporated establishments
headed by females in 2023-24
were recorded in West Bengal
(36.4 per cent), followed by
Karnataka (35.20 per cent),
Telangana (34.10 per cent) and

SURVEY OF UNINCORPORATED ENTERPRISES

Unincorporated, non-agricultural enterprises

| 2022-23 2023-24
Units | Workers | Units | Workers
Manufacturing | 1.78 | 3.06 2.01 3.37
Trade 225 | 39 | 228 | 3.08
Services 246 | 3.99 3.04 4.71

*Units, workers in crore

Source: MoSPI

Services 19.74
VICeS I 14.22

Establishments headed by female proprietors  (in%)
2022-23 m2023-24
o 154.41
Manufacturing 58.36
Trad 1233
a9 NN 13.69

23

Gujarat (32.20 per cent), ASUSE
2023-24 showed.

In terms of workers’ share,
the highest share of female
workers with respect to the to-
tal workers employed in unin-
corporated establishments in
2023-24 was recorded in Andhra
Pradesh (38.5 per cent),
Telangana (37 per cent) and
West Bengal (35.9 per cent).
Among units that saw high fe-
male workers, ‘manufacture of
wearing apparel’ accounted for
the highest number of female
workers (22.77 per cent) in
2023-24, followed by ‘other re-
tail trade’ (21.49 per cent) and
‘education’ (10.03 per cent).

In terms of value addition,
three states—Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh and Gujarat—were the
top states, contributing about
one-third of the total Gross Value
Added (GVA) output from the
unincorporated, non-agricul-

tural enterprises. Delhi, Gujarat
and Haryana were the top three
states in terms of GVA or output
per establishment. For GVA per
worker, or labour productivity,
Delhi, Kerala and Haryana were
the top three states. Labour pro-
ductivity, as measured by GVA
per worker, increased to Rs
1,49,742 in ASUSE 2023-24 from
Rs 1,41,769 in ASUSE 2022-23.
The total number of workers
in the unincorporated sector was
recorded at 12.06 crore in 2023-
24, 10 per cent higher than the
previous year, with the highest
rate of growth seen in other serv-
ices. The total number of estab-
lishments in the sectorincreased
to7.34 crorein 2023-24 from 6.5
crorein 2022-23,a 12.8 per cent
growth, with the number of es-
tablishments in other services
rising by 23.6 per cent, followed
by a 13 per cent increase in the
manufacturing sector.

Govt launches credit guarantee scheme
for MSMEs announced in FY25 Budget

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

TWO DAYS before the presenta-
tion of the Union Budget for the
next financial year 2025-26, the
government on Wednesday ap-
proved the introduction of a new
credit guarantee scheme for the
micro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) that was an-
nounced in the FY25 Budget. The
scheme, which is called Mutual
Credit Guarantee Scheme for
MSMEs (MCGS-MSME), will ex-
tend credit guarantee coverage to
lending institutions for credit fa-
cilities of up to Rs 100 crore to eli-
gible MSMEs, for the procurement
of equipment and machinery, a
statement by the Ministry of
Finance said.

The MCGS- MSME aims at
providing 60 per cent guarantee
coverage by National Credit
Guarantee Trustee Company
Limited (NCGTC) to Member
Lending Institutions (MLIs) for

Spread in around 203 acres in Vadlapudi, the Indian Railways’ only PPP-based wagon repair workshop is planning to expand
and start construction of more workshops at the remaining part of the land.

Dheeraj Mishra

unique feature of the workshop,
he said, “One of the important
things about this workshopis that
it has been constructed in a very
small area,as compared to the oth-
ers. Because of the Uni-flow repair-
ing system of the wagon, the dis-
mantling and assembling of the
wagons are done in an orderly,
step-wise manner. We do not
need to store the wagon in the

workshop and then do the repair-
ing. Shunting or wagon driving is
being done by Rail-cum-Road
Vehicles. We also have an
Automatic Stores Retrieval System
which automatically stores and re-
trieves inventory inawarehouse.”

JV Apparao, deputy chief proj-
ect manager of the Vadlapudi, said
thatinevery six years, the wagons
arrive at the workshop for the pe-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

riodic overhaul. “In the uniflow
system, body repair, bogie repair,
wheel repairing, painting and
testingis done in one flowand the
productis the repaired wagon. We
repair wagons of the East Coast
Railways. Currently we have the
capacity of repairing around 2,400
wagons per year and process it
underway forits expansion. There
is vacant land in the north-east

side where we have planned for
expansion,”said Apparao at the
workshop.

Sudhakar, a senior section en-
gineer at the covered workshop,
which is 750 m long and 200 m
wide, said that it takesaround 4-5
days to dismantle a wagon and
then repair it. “It involves a num-
ber of works such as ultrasonic
testing of axles, testing of brake

credit facility up toRs 100 crore to
eligible MSMEs for purchase of
equipment/machinery, the
Ministry said. “The scheme will fa-
cilitate collateral-free loans by
banks and financial institutions to
MSMEs who are in need of debt
capital for their expansion and
growth,” it said.

Under the scheme, the
MSMEs should have a valid
Udyam Registration Number; the
loan amount guaranteed under
the scheme will notexceed Rs 100
crore; project cost could be of
higher amounts, and minimum
cost of equipment/ machinery
will be 75 per cent of project cost.
Loan upto Rs 50 crore under the
scheme will have repayment pe-
riod of upto 8 years with upto 2
years moratorium period on prin-
cipalinstallments. For loans above
Rs 50 crore, higher repayment
schedule and moratorium period
on principal installments can be
considered, it said. An initial con-
tribution of 5 per cent of the loan
amount will need to be deposited

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP

M Total Area: 203 acres
B Workshop Area: 93 acres

M Project sanctioned on:
25.04.2017

M Construction completed
on: 30.11.2020

M Construction Cost:
381.26 crore

M Work outsourced to:
M/s BCL

M First repaired wagon:
31.10.2021

M Capacity: 2,400 wagon
per year

cylinders, cutting of the body etc.
While awagon hasalife of around
35 years, it needs repairing from
time to time. The new wagonisre-
paired in six years and the re-
paired wagon comes back for re-
pairs at the workshopin4.5 years.
Around 9-10 wagons are being re-
paired everyday,” said the engi-
neer. The Vadlapudi wagon repair
workshop, which is one of the 18
such workshops of Indian

at the time of application of guar-
antee cover. The Annual Guarantee
Fee onloan under the scheme will
be nil during the year of sanction,
it said, adding, it would be 1.5 per
cent per annum of loan outstand-
ingasonMarch 31 of previous year
for the next three years,and there-
after,annual guarantee fee shall be
1 per cent per annum of loan out-
standing as on March 31 of previ-
ous year, it said.

The scheme will be applicable
to all loans sanctioned under
MCGS-MSME during the period
of four years from the date of is-
sue of operational guidelines of
the scheme or till cumulative
guarantee of Rs 7 lakh crore are is-
sued, whichever is earlier, it said.

The scheme is expected to fa-
cilitate the availability of credit
for purchase of plant and ma-
chinery / equipment by MSMEs
and give a “major boost to man-
ufacturing and thereby to ‘Make
inIndia™, it said.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

adlapudi

Railways, was sanctioned on April
25,2017 and its construction was
completed on November 30,
2020. It was constructed by Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) at
the cost of Rs 381 crore. After out-
sourcing the workshop to BCL, the
first wagon turn out from the
workshop was on October 31,
2021. According to the BCL, it has
completed Periodic Overhauling
(POH) of 2,193 wagons by
December 2024 for the current fi-
nancial year 2024-25.1n 2023-23,
itrepaired a total of 2,866 wagons,
2,005 wagonsin2022-23 and 309
wagons in 2021-22.

“There are a total of 18 work-
shops in Indian Railways which
are engaged in the Periodic
Overhaul (POH)/repair of wagons.
During the year 2024-25, these
workshops have been entrusted
to undertake repair/POH of ap-
proximately 69,000 wagons,” said
a senior official of Ministry of
Railways. Indian Railways cur-
rently has over 3 lakh freight wag-
ons across the country, which
carry more than 1.4 billion tonnes
of freight traffic every year over a
network of 68,000 km.



16

CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JANUARY 30,2025

Classifieds

PERSONAL

Itis for general information that
I, VISHAL,S/0,SUMER,R/O TAJA
MAJRA(95), ROHTAK,HARYANA,
124001,declare that name of
my father has been wrongly-
written as SAMER in my 10th-
class educational documents.
The actual name of my fatheris
SUMER,which may be amended
accordingly. 0040771314-10

I, Sangita Prataap W/o Sandipp
Mishra R/o Flat no.704a,Park View
Apartments,Plot No.36¢,Sector-36,
Gurugram Haryana—122011, have
changed my name to Sangita Pratap

0130048707-1

LLVirinder Kataria,W/o Late
Tajinder Singh Kataria,R/0 B-
2/9,Africa Avenue, Safdarjung
Enclave,New Delhi-110029,have
changed my name to Virender
Kataria for all purpose.

0040771321-1

LLVijender Kumar,S/0 Girdhari
Lal,R/O-Flat.No.218,Pocket-
2,Sector-23,Rohini,Delhi-
110085,have Changed my name
to Vijender Kumar Saini.

0040771413-5

ILVIJAY KUMAR PANDEY,S/0-RAJ
NATH PANDEY,R/O
H.NO.2070/A,GROUND
FLOOR,GALINO.57-B,
MOLARBAND EXTENSION,
BADARPUR,SOUTH DELHI,
DELHI-110044,have changed
the name of my minor
daughter AANYA PANDEY
ALIAS SAMRIDHI PANDEY aged-
07-years and she shall
hereafter be known as
SAMRIDHI PANDEY.

0040770046-13

1,Suri Ashvini Kumar Brhamdatt,
Residing at,H.No.-M-49,Near-
SBI Personal Banking Branch,
Sector-25,Jal Vayu Vihar,
Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201301,have
changed my name from Suri
Ashvini Kumar Brhamdatt to
Ashvini Kumar Brhamdatt Suri,
vide-affidavit,dated-
28.01.2025,at Delhi.

0040771383-9

I,Sunesh Kumar,S/0O-Nanhe Lal
R/0O,RZ B-22A,New Janki Puri,
Street No-5,Uttam-Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,Have Changed my
Name to Sunesh Kumar
Chaurasia. 0040771314-2

I, Santosh Dewangan, S/o Gulab
Chand Dewangan, R/o D-15, D-
Block, Sector-41, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
my Name to Santosh Kumar
Dewangan, for all, purposes.

0040771383-1

I,SHEKHAR JAIN alias Sekhar
Jain alias Shekher Jain,S/o Shri
N.C.Jain, R/o-F-1,Mukhram-
Garden, Tilak Nagar,New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to SHEKHAR JAIN,for all
purposes & all the names
pertainto one and the same
person,i.e. SHEKHAR JAIN.

0040771304-1

I,SHADMA SHAH,W/0
MOHAMMAD AZIM SARFARAZ
SHAH MUJAWAR,R/O-FLAT-
401,4th-FLOOR,M P STREET
PATAUDI HOUSE DARYAGANJ
CENTRAL, DELHI-110002, have
changed my name to SHADMA
AZIM SHAH MUJAWAR, for all
future purposes. 0040771414-1

I, SEHRISH ZEHRA, W/O SIBTAY
AMIR, R/O,N-107, GALI.NO.10
BATLA-HOUSE JAMIA NAGAR. N
DELHI-110025, IN MY PASSPORT
MY HUSBAND NAME WRONGLY-
MENTION SIPTEY AMIR
CORRECT NAMEIS SIBTAY
AMIR. 0040771314-7

I,Rupesh Gaur,S/0-Suresh
Chand R/0,E-30,Vidhyawati
Niwas,Near Rama Auto
Mobile,Jawahar-Park, Laxmi
Nagar, Delhi-110092,have
changed the name of my-minor
son Molik Gaur, aged-10-years
and she shall hereafter be
known as Maulik Gaur.

0040771414-3

I,Rajat Tyagi,R/0 WZ-48, Basai
Darapur,New.Delhi-110015,
have changed,my daughter’s
name,from Aadya Anand Tyagi
to AadyaTyagi. 0040771413-1

l,Rajiv Chopra,S/0 Ram Nath
Chopra,R/0 C-1601,Gulshan
Dynasty,Sector-144,Noida,
Uttar Pradesh-201306,have
changed my name to Rajeev
Chopra,for all purposes.

0040771414-6

I,Praveen Kumar,S/O,Ram
Kumar Gupta,R/0.H-90,Ashok
Vihar,Phase-1,Delhi-110052,
have changed my nameto
Praveen Kumar Gupta.

0040771413-6

I,Pinky W/0O,Vikas,R/0,H.N0-44,
Gali.No-02,Sadat Pur,Karawal
Nagar,Delhi-110094.have
changed my name to PINKY
CHOUDHARY. Permanently

0040771383-3

,POONAM MESSI,D/O AZIZ
MESSI,R/0O D-62-63,GROUND-
FLOOR,J.J COLONY,SECTOR-25,
ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
POONAM,FORALL,PURPOSES.

0040771314-8

I,PINNIBOYANA LAXMI as per
service document, dependent
of VSIVA RAMARAO P, resident
of SMQ-153/2,Air Force,Station,
Rajokari,New Delhi-110038,
have changed by name from
PINNIBOYANA LAXMI to
PINNIBOYINA SEETHA
MAHALAKSHMI vide Affidavit
dtd 29-01-2025,before
Public,Notary at New Delhi

0040771414-8

I,Namrata Satish Jain,W/0,
DivanshuJainresidence,of
1673,ATS Village,Sec-93A,
Noida, U.P.201304,have
changed my name from
Namrata Satish Jain to
Namrata Jain for,all future,
purpose. 0040771413-4

I, NIDHI GOEL, W/0 PUNEET
GARG, R/0,B-176, YOJNA-
VIHAR, SHAHDARA, DELHI-
110095, have changed my
name, from NIDHI GARG to
NIDHI GOEL, for all, future
purposes. 0040771383-4

I,Meera Lalwani W/o-Jiwat Ram
Lalwani,R/o0 H-307,New
Rajinder Nagar,New Delhi-
110060,changed my name to
Mira Lalwani. 0040771314-1

I, MAHADEV PRASAD YADAV,S/O
-BHOLA NATH YADAV,R/O-
HOUSE E-16/1268,PADAM
SINGH ROAD,BAPA-NAGAR,
KAROL BAGH S.O, CENTRAL,
DELHI,DELHI-110005,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
MAHADEV YADAV.

0040771414-2

ILJITENDER KUMAR ROHILLA S/o
Prem Singh Rohilla R/o-
92,Navyug Apartment, Plot No-
49,Sector-9 Rohini Delhi-
110085,changed my name to
JITENDER ROHILLA

0040771399-2

l,Hari Prakash,S/0 Mehtab
Singh, R/0,H.No.-124,Ward.No-
9,Shastri
Nagar,Ganaur,Sonipat
(Haryana)-131101,have
changed my name to Hari
Parkash. 0040771314-4

I,Gininder Kaur,W/o0 Rakesh
Bhasin,R/091,DOUBLE STOREY
QUATER,KABOOL
NAGAR,SHAHDARA,DELHI:1100
32informthat my correct name
is Gininder Kaur,would like to
be known by this namein
future. l,have made or required
no changesinthis.

0040771413-3

I,Ganesh Prasad Viswakarma
S/o Uddet Prasad R/0,H.No.C-
23, C-Block, Phase-l, Goyla-
Dairy, Qutub-Vihar, South-West
Delhi-110071,have changed my
name to Ganesh Prasad.

0040771414-4

LESWARAMMA as per service
document, dependent of
SAMBA SIVA RAO KOMARU,
resident of H.No.40,Rao
Apartment, Pradhan Wali Gali,
Rajokari,New Delhi-
110038,have changed by name
from ESWARAMMA to KUMARA
ESWARAMMA vide Affidavit,
dated 29-01-2025,before
Public,Notary at New Delhi

0040771414-7

I, Saroj Devi W/o Late Gopal
Singh R/o Vill-Inayatpur PO-
Jhajhar, Teh-Sikandrabad, Dis-
Bulandshahr UP-203203. Above
name and address is true and
correct. My DOB 01/01/1960
thisistrue and correct for all
future purposes. 0040771368-1

I,Deepak Kumar S/o Jagdish
Kumar Gupta R/o,Flat-No.124A
A-1B Block Janakpuri New
Delhi-110058,have changed my
name to Deepak Gupta.

0040771414-5

I, SHABNAM D/o Randhir Singh
resident of B-35B, DDA Flats, 12-
Block, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi
declare that SHABNAM and
SHABBNAM KATOCH both are
my names and those names
denote one and the same
personi.e.meand |l will be
known as SHABBNAM KATOCH
forall future purposes.

0040771307-1

I, Rajiv Kumar S/o Charan Singh
R/0 B-156, Noida Sector-31,G.B
nagar U.P-201301 Declare that
mine name mentioned
incorrectly as Rajeev Kumarin
my Driving license Correct
name is Rajiv Kumaramend
accordingly. 0070947888-1

I, Arpit Saini S/o Damyanti R/o
72,Masjid Moth, Delhi-110049
have changed my nameto
Arpit forall purposes

0070947902-1

I, Pankaj Ahuja W/0 Arun Gulati
R/o B-5/23, 2nd-Floor, Sector-
11, Rohini, Delhi-85 have
changed my name to Neha
Gulatifor all purposes

0070947884-1

I, Mohammed Abdul Maqtadir
S/0 Mohammed Abdul Hodi R/0
10-2-8 Flat No-404 A Block,
Metro Classique Apartment AC
Guards, Khairatabad,
Hyderabad, Telangana-500004,
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from
Igbalunissa Begum aged 14
years to Shiza Maqtadir
forever 0070947854-1

I, JAHERAN NISA W/o MUMTAZ
ALIR/0 Vill-Nima Kalan
Lalmatia, Post-Lalmatia
Colliery, Distt-Godda,
Jharkhand-814165 declare that
my name is wrongly written as
ZAHIRUN NISHA in my Aadhar
Card, PAN Card
(NoBPRPN1969L), in
educational and other
documents of my son Akram
Haque and as JAHARUN NISHA
in educational and other
documents of my son Anwar
Alam/ daughter Sabana Nazmi.
My actual name is JAHERAN
NISA forall purposes.

0070947920-1

I,Neeraj Kumar,S/0-Gian Chand
Gupta,R/0,0ld GT Road,Moti
Colony, Palwal,Haryana,have
changed my nameto Neeraj
Kumar Gupta. 0040771383-5

I,DHARM PAL GURJAR,S/O
SADHU RAM GURJAR,R/O
HNO.204,THIRD-FLOOR,GALI-
KINARI WALI NAYA-BANS
CHAWRI-BAZAR,DELHI-
110006.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DHARAMPAL.

0040771314-9

I,Bhupesh Bansal,S/o0 Sh.Inder
Singh Bansal R/0-1954,Ganesh
Pura-A,Tri Nagar,Delhi-110035
(NewAddress)and 3892/13,
Kanhiya Nagar,Tri Nagar,Delhi-
35,(0ld-Address),have
changed my name to Bhupesh
Kumar Bansal. 0040771383-8

I,Bharti Dewangan, W/o Santosh
Kumar Dewangan, R/0, D-15, D-
Block, Sector-41, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh-201301, have changed
my Name to Bharti Bala
Dewangan, for all, purposes.

0040771383-2

I, Deepa SharmaD/o Sh. Devi
Dutt Budhori R/0 House No-
36D, Pocket-F, GTB Enclave,
Delhi-110093, declare that
name of my father has been
written as Devi Duttin my
educational documents. The
actual full name of mine father
is Devi Dutt Budhori which may
be amended accordingly.

0040771320-1

I,Ashwani Verma S/o Mohinder
Kumar Verma R/o Flat-No.T-
401, Paramount Emotions
Sector-01, Greater Noida-West,
Bisrakh, G.B.Nagar, declare
that my father’s name wrongly
written as Mahandra Kumar
Vermain my passport
(N0.P9235458) the correct
name is Mohinder Kumar
Verma. 0040771316-1

I, Balvir Singh s/o Harbhajan
Singh r/o0 M-83, Hari Nagar,
Delhi-110064 have changed my
name to BALVEER SINGH.

0040771303-1

I, Anuj Pratap Singh S/o
Gyanendra Singh Chauhan R/o
A-173, Gulshan Bellina, Sector-
16B, Bishrakh, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, UP-201306 have
changed my name to ANUJ
PRATAP SINGH CHAUHAN for all
purposes. 0070947876-1

I, AMIT KUMAR AGGARWAL S/0
Shri Gopal Dass R/o B-25,
Maharana Pratap Enclave,
Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034. In
some documents my nameis
mention as AMIT KUMAR And
AMIT AGGARWAL And AMIT
KUMAR AGARWAL But my
actual and correct nameis
AMIT KUMAR AGGARWAL.

0040771356-1

I Sharvana Kumar Gupta S/0
Radhelaal Gupta R/o Flat No-
105, Tower T-6, Ace Divino, Plot
No-GH-14-A, Sector-01, Greater
Noida, Bishrakh, G.B.Nagar U.P-
201306 have changed my name
to Sharvan Kumar Gupta for all
future purposes. 0070947901-1

I,Anil Bhagwan Sachdev,S/o0 Sh.
Sudesh Sachdev,H.No-
13,Sunder Nagar,Lodhi-
Road,Central-Delhi, Delhi-
110003,have changed my name
Anil Sachdev. 0040771314-3

I Raj Rani Alias Raj Khurana D/o
Mehar Chand Khurana and W/o
Raj Kumar Setia R/o KD-42,
Pitampura, North West Delhi-
110034, have changed my name
to RanjanaSetia. 0070947826-1

I,Amit Thakral,R/0 C-902,BPTP
Park Serene, Sector-37D,
Gurgaon (Haryana),have
changed my Minor-Daughter
name,from Aanyato Aanya
Thakral. 0040771314-5

I, VIRONIKA ARORA, D/o ASHOK
ARORA, R/0655/7,
GOVINDPURI, KALKAIJI, NEW
DELHI-110019 have changed my
name to VIRONIKA TAKKAR for
all purposes. 0070947810-1

I, Tajas Kumar S/o Shri Pradeep
Kumar R/o A-307, A-Block,
Sector-31, Noida, District
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 have changed
my name to Tejas Choudhary
for all future purpose.

0040771381-1

I, TYYaheyaKhanS/0TY
Amanathullah Khan R/0 23-
25/12, Jyothi Nagar, Road No-1,
Near Jyothi Theatre,
Lingampally,
Ramachandrapuram, Medak,
Telangana-502032, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Taimur Younus
Manha Naima Khan aged 3
years to Manha Naima Khan
forever 0070947852-1

I, Saumya W/o Ritu Raj R/o C-
166, Ground Floor, Sector-122,
Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar,
U.P.-201301 have change my
name form Saumyato Saumya
Srivastavafor all purposesin
future as per the Affidavit
swornin before the Notary
Publicon 27.01.2025.

0040771300-1

I, Devki DeviBisht W/o
Lachhman Singh Bisht R/o RZ-
43B, Palam Vihar, Dwarka Sec-
6, Delhi-110075 have changed
my name to Dayawaty for all
purposes. 0070947889-1

| Prashant Kumar JhaS/o Shyam
ChandraJhaR/o Ward No-12,
Jhanjharpur, Madhubani,
Bihar-847404, have changed my
name to Mukesh Kumar

0070947849-1

INitin Makhija S/o Darshan Lal
MakhijaR/o H.N0.119, Near
Amit Nursing Home, Village-
Tihar, Tilak Nagar, Rajouri
Garden, West Delhi, Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Nitin Makkhija for all
purposes. 0040771302-1

I MOHD FARID S/O MOHD
SIDDIQUE, R/O HOUSE NO-81-
82, P-4 BLOCK, SULTAN PURI,
DELHI-110086 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME FROM MOHD FARID
TO MOHAMMAD FAREED

0070947822-1

| Km Meena Rani alias Meena
Ranialias Meena Agrawal D/o
Birdhi Chand Agrawal W/o
Devanand R/o D-40, Second
Floor,Near Arya Samaj Mandir,
Vikas Puri, West Delhi, Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Meena Agrawal for all
purposes. 0040771302-2

I Harish Kumar S/o Dharamvir
saini R/o Galino 01, Friends
colony, najafgarh road,
opposite sector 09 police post,
Bahadurgarh, HaryanaPin
124507 have changed my name
to Harsh saini for all Future
purposes vide Affidavit no -
81419 dated 27/01/2025

0050259217-1

| GUDIYA YADAV W/0 RAVINDRA
SINGH R/0..A-173,POCKET-3
KENDRIYA VIHAR-II SECTOR-82
NOIDA Goutam budh nagar
(U.P.) have changed my name
from Gudiya Yadav To Sunita
yadav Henceforth I would be
known by the name of Sunita
Yadav For all future purposes.

0070947873-1

I,Twinkle Singh D/o Hanumant
Singh R/o SD-464, Pitampura
Delhi-110034 have changed my
nameto Twinkle 0040771399-1

I,YOUSUF ALI,S/0O ALADEEN,R/O
T-16,PUL PRAHLADPUR GAON,
NEAR BADI MASJID,BADARPUR,
SOUTH,DELHI,DELHI-
110044,have changed my name
to YUSUF ALI. 0040771314-6

I hitherto known as SUBASH
CHANDER MALHOTRA alias
SUBHASH MALHOTRA S/O K. N.
MALHOTRAR/O C-2/63,
SECTOR-36, NOIDA GAUTAM
BUDDHA NAGAR.UTTAR
PRADESH-201301 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SUBASH
CHANDER MALHOTRA.ltis
certified that | have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection.

0040771493-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost Original Allotment Letter of H
704, The Retreat, South City 1,
Gurgaon. If found please contact
9811115454 0050259221-1

COURT NOTICE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF DEFENDANT
(ORDER V, RULE 20 of the Code of Civil
Procedure)

IN THE COURT OF MS. VINEETA
GOYAL, DISTRICT JUDGE
(COMMERCIAL COURT)-03, ROOM NO.
24, PATIALA HOUSE COURTS, NEW
DELHI

ROOM NO. 24

CASE NO. CS (Comm.)/289/2024

TITLE: STATE BANK OF INDIA VS
DEEPIKA KAPOOR

To,

DEEPIKA KAPOOR W/O SH. MUKESH
KAPOOR

PROPRIETOR OF M/S NATURE CART
GROCERY AND BAKERS) OFFICE NO.
301,920/1, THIRD FLOOR, NAIWALA,
KAROL BAGH, DELHI-110005

MOBILE: 8510002385, 9289178868

Also At:

C 95A, SECOND FLOOR, ARDEE CITY,
SECTOR-52, GURUGRAM, SECTOR-56,
GURUGRAM, HARYANA-122011

Also At:

SHOP NO. 12/3, SHYAM LAL KHURANA
MARKET, EAST PATEL NAGAR, DELHI-
110008

WHEREAS above named PLAINTIFF has
instituted a suit against you. You are hereby
summoned to appear before this court in person
or by pleader on 03.02.2025 at 10:00 AM to
answer the same.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance
on that day before mentioned, the suit will be
heard and determined in your absence.
GIVEN under my hand and the seal of the
Court, this 30th day of November, 2024.

Seal Sd/-
Judge

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER
Dy CMBRRWR A imear, acting for and
Behalf of the President of India invites
E-Tender againsl Tender MNo.
42246001 dt. 17.01.2025, Closing dt:
15,02 2025 at 14,25 Hrs, Bidders will
be able to submil thewr Original [
Revised bids up to closing dete and
time only, Manual offers are not
allcwed agalnst this tender and any
such manual offers recaivad shall be
ignored. 1, Description of work:
SWITCH BOARD CABINET FOR LHB
AC POWER CAR 2X500 KMADASET
AS PER DRGSFEC.NO, EDTS 103,
REV-D), AM -« T, COR- 1&2 WITH
MCF/RBL ANMEXURE-1&2, WITH
HOG COMPLIANT INTEGRATED
TYPE, WITH 125AM1000Y HRC
FUSES INSTEAD OF B0AM000Y.
FACKING INSTRUCTION - PIT15, 2.
Quantity: 04 Mes, 3, Date and time
for submission of tender: Submission
of E-Tendar up to 180232025 at 14:25
Hrz. 4, Website particular:
WAL IMB S gontin

Please joln us on® 88 - NWRailways

118-ANIZE

Mg H. FHw, Jee TS,

hATh-3119

TS Afd. G&T AhEar, e, aem-fgda, SEgR

SR FAE ok W, STEYT

WF:- 0141-2226537, THA-299 herl : 0141-2226537

faqien: 15,0125

| Prashanth Gadiyar lost Letter
of Possession of K12A01,
Ajanara Daffodil, Noida, UP. If
found please contact
9650590554. 0040771317-1

ffaer e W®ar-19,/2024-25
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I, Brijesh Kumar Singh Chauhan,
hereby declare that my 300
shares certificate with
Certificate No.2215 Folio
No.CFL123590/ Distinctive
N0.2434523-2434822 of M/s
Coromandel International Ltd.
has been lost and not
traceable. 0040771312-1

I, Mr.Paramjeet Singh S/0
Harcharan Singh, R/0O D-1302,
Jaipuria, Sunrise Greens
Indirapuram Ghaziabad, had
Lost BBA, Allotment Letter, For
Flat.No.101, Block-C, 1st-Floor,
ShriBalaji Residency On
Plot.No.9, Mohiuddinpur
Kanawani Pargana Loni, Tehsil
Dadri, Gautam Budh Nagar If
Found Please Contact
Mr.Paramjeet Singh
#9999913570. 0040771413-7

I,Vimal Kumar,s/o0 Jagdish
Alawadhi,R/0 D-22,Third-
Floor,Bhagwan Dass
Nagar,East Punjabi-Bagh,New.
Delhi-110026,also known as
Vimal Alawadhi.Both are,the
same,person. 0040771413-2

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Smt. Geeta Malhotra W/o Late Sh. Prem
Pal Malhotra R/o D-55, First Floor, Greater
Kailash, Enclave-II, New Delhi-110048, has
disowned and debarred their younger son AJAY
MALHOTRA, Daughter in-law VIDHU
MALHOTRA and Grandson master ARYAN
MALHOTRA from their all movable and
immovable properties and severed all relations
with immediate effect. They are residing separately
since long time, have been disrespectful, abusive
and aggressive towards my client and not in
control of my client. My client and other family
members shall not be responsible and/or liable for
any act, dispute, dealing, transaction or omission of
Ajay Malhotra and his family members.

Sd/-

DILEEP KUMAR MISHRA
Advocate

Chamber No.-276,

Patiala House Court,

New Delhi-110001.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that my clients Sh.
Parvinder Anand S/o Sh. Sham Singh and his wife

Smt. Meena Anand, both R/o UB-15, Ground
Floor, Usha Park, Hari Nagar, Delhi-110064 who
are senior citizens have debarred/disowned their
real son namely Vishal Anand and his wife Smt.
Priyanka Rattan D/o Sh. Atul Rattan from their all
moveable/immoveable propertics/assets and also
have severed all worldly relations with them with
effect from today onwards due to their unruly and
disrespectful behaviour towards my clients. If
anybody dealing with them in future in any
manner, would be doing at his or her own risks
and consequences and my clients shall not be
responsible for any act done by them.
Sd/-
Sanjeev Vasisht
Advocate
Ch.No.204, Patiala House
Courts New Delhi-110001,

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I, SWAPNIL
GANGADHAR KHAIRNAR S/O GANGAD-
HAR PANDIT KHAIRNAR R/O BI1-301,
DELHI GOVT. OFFICERS RESIDENTIAL
COMPLEX, HAIDERPUR, VTC: SHALIMAR
BAGH, PO: SHALIMAR BAGH, NORTH
WEST DELHI, DELHI-110088 declare that
name of my wife and my minor daughter has
been wrongly written as YASHASHRI
KHAIRNAR and VIVIDHA KHAIRNAR in
my minor daughter VIVIDHA SWAPNIL
KHAIRNAR aged 06 years in her school
records and name of my minor daughter has
been wrongly written as VIVIDHA in her Birth
Certificate No. B-2018:27-90335-001792. The
actual name of my wife and my minor daughter
are YASHASHRI SWAPNIL KHAIRNAR and
VIVIDHA SWAPNIL KHAIRNAR, which may
be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client SH. SANJAY BHASIN S/0 SHRI SOHAN
LAL BHASIN R/O A-1/91, JANAK PURI, SRI HARI
MANDIR LANE, NEAR PANKHA ROAD, NEW
DELHI-110058, HAD LOST HIS ORIGINAL
DOCUMENTS, i.e. (1) DDA ALLOTMENT LETTER,
DDA POSSESSION LETTER, DDA SITE
POSSESSION LETTER, PERPETUAL LEASE DEED,
CONVEYANCE DEED, MCD SANCTIONED MAP,
SANCTION LETTER, MCD HOUSE TAX RECEIPT
OF PROPERTY NO.A-1/92, LAND AREA
MEASURING 270 SQMTRS,, JANAK PURI, SRI
HARI MANDIR LANE, NEAR PANKHA ROAD, NEW
DELHI-110058, & (ii) Original Passbook of Bank of
Baroda/ Vijaya Bank ON DT 26/11/2024 at 12:00
Hrs. AT JANAK PURI DISTRICT CENTRE, SUNEJA
TOWER-1, FIRST FLOOR, NEW DELHI 110058,
AND IF ANYONE FOUND THEN INFORM ON
MOBILE N0.9212515240, email:
sanjay.bhasin5@yahoo.com (ALSO LODGED NCR
VIDELR.NO.2344253/2024,DT.27/11/2024).

Sd/- B.B.N.Deo, Advocate,
SR-lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the General Public at Large
that my client Sh. Ravinder Singh Sehgal,
S/o Mahinder Singh Sehgal & Mrs.
Tarvinder Kaur Sehgal, W/o Ravinder
Singh Sehgal both R/o 1-8/80 1 Floor,
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-110027 are the
absolute owner of above mentioned
property. That their son Harpreet Singh
Sehgal & his wife Gurpreet Kaur, D/o Jeet
Singh are not in their control & they are
showing no respect, love and affection
towards them. That my clients has severed,
debarred and disowned their Son &
Daughter-in-law Harpreet Singh Sehgal &
Gurpreet Kaur respectively, from all their
relations and properties from both movable
& immovable, with immediate effect, due
to their uncontrolled, disobedient,
unfamiliar & irresponsible attitude towards
my clients. Whosoever deals with them in
monetary form or in any other nature shall
do so at his/her own risk & responsibility.
Sd/-
Amit Yadav
Advocate
Enrl. No- 604/2018
WZ-84, Jwala Heri
Paschim Vihar-110063

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

epaperindianexpress.com mE =

PWD2425WLOB13814 | 5. {PWD2425WLOB13833

PWD2425WLOB13815 | 6. PWD2425WLOB13923

R
b R Bl

B/~

PWD2425WLOB13823 | 7. JPWD2425WLOB13925

4. PWD2425WLOB13824

atfafn gea sttvwaw

DIPR/C/945/2025

wfafa. wwi fgd, sEg

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TEMNDER MOTICE (Through e-Tendering)

Mame of
wiork with
its location

Sinalling wark In connaclion wilh Provision of dual axle counfer
{evsepl supply, nsidation
bock sections with absobute Block working caar Delhi Division

& commissioning of Axle Counter) in

Approx. Cost of work()¥ | 35,16,03.901

1'.": Bid Securlty(?) | 74,58 000/

Sddress of
the office

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C, Morthem Railway,
3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM Office, New Dethi-110055

Date and time for uploading the
tendericlosing of the tander

Tender uploading 29.01,2025 [ closing date
& tma 20.02. 2025 up 1o 15:00 hrs

Website particular & noties board
location where complete details
of the tender can be seen elc,

See the Mornem Rafhway wehsita
wisLireps.gov.in & Notice board al e
S&T branch, 3rd Flooe, ORM office, Sials
Entry Road, Mew Delhi- 110055

Tender No.: 558-Sig-16-M-Tender-1441 Dated : 29.01.2025
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

J189/2025

Project Management Unit

Jal Maryg Vikas Project-1l (Arth Ganga) P
INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIAES RS

{Minkstry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt, of India)

Head BMice: A-13, Seclar
Phone: O120-2544004, Fax; 0120-2543976 ve, walEnic.in

1, Moida - 201 301,

National Competitive Bidding
Request For Bids For
Procurement and Services for Water Level and Discharge
Monitoring Stations on National Waterway No. 1 (River Ganga).

other relevant details are available

Date: 300012025

e-Bids are invited from interested bidders for “Procurement and
Services for Water Level and Discharge Monitoring Stations on
Mational Waterway No. 1 (River Ganga)". The Tendar Documents and

at WAl website www.iwal.nic.in

and e-procurement site https:/feprocure.gowv.in/ eprocura/app.
Vice Chairman & Project Director (JMVP)

Ret. No.: b6 Tender

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006,

Telephone.: 0135 - 2763808 Fax- 0135 - 2763508
CIN Mo, La0URZI01 SGLO258688, Websile: wamiupvnl.com

Motice Dated : 29,01.2025

summary of tender is given below:

documents can
www.ujvnl.com

UH 90 182-Med/Outsource
Diagnostic Investigation/E.O.VCH/
NCRI/IPRYJI2025 Dated : 27.01.2025

The first Corngendum for "
Expression of Interest (E.O.1)
tender process for wvarious
diagnostic tests and therapies
published by the Central Hospital
M. C. R. Prayagrajon 17.01.2025,
the revised l|atesl applicable
CGHS rates has been uploaded
on website www.ncr.indian

railways.gov.inon 27.01.2025"
92125 (AS)|

ECPFRONCR

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

g-Tenders agalnsl open lenders ane myibed
by Dhvisbonal Rallway Manager {Engal,
5.E Ratway. Chakradharpur for & on behalf
of the Prasident of Indea for the following
works, Manual affers are nol allowed
against thess tenders and any such manual
offer racaied shall ba ignored. S1. Mo, &
Tender Motice Mo.; Mame of work;
Tender value; EMD: {1} CKP-50UTH-24-
25-38, dated 28.01.2025; Provision of
Cianlre of Excellance building lor RO#ISick
line shed & Improvemenl of rake
gxaminalion facilities in the CRW yard at
Dangoaposi (DPS) Railway station undar
e Junsdciion of Sr. Divisional El]g.lm{:r
(SowdhyChakradhanpur, Scope of Work —
(1) Comstruction of G+1 Cantre of

v ncrindianrailways govin

Enceflince bulding wilh lenlative sue 46m
%11, 2] Compressor Room (25m = Fm),
{3} Panel Room (10m x Tm), (4} DG Room
186m x Tm, (5] Camant concrate Pathway
belween Line Na, 1-2 2:3, 3-4_ 4.5 5.5
-7 for 600 mifr, kong & 2.5 mir, wide {Tenia-
tive location & sizes); T 4,68, 35477.95;
¥3.84,700/- (2) CKP-SOUTH-24-25-48,
dated 28,01.2025; Extension of Sick line
caver shed by (50 mir. x 22 mir) of ROH
Shad im the CAW yvard at Dangoapos) and
improvement of enroute rolling i faclities
at Dangoaposi Railway station under
jurisdiction:of Sr; Divisional Enginear
[South¥Chakradharpus; ¥ 4,86 43 5934 70;
T 3,593,200/ Cost of Tender Form : 0.00
far both. Date of Opening : 18.02.2025
for beth. The bander can bo viewed al Web
gite http:/fwww_ lreps. gov.in The
tendarenbedders must have Class-ill Cagital
Signature Cerlficate & must be registerad
ursdar an IREPS portal, Onby I'I_‘.'-ui.':i|-q,':l'-:‘+l,|
tenderer’bidder can participate on e-
terdering. Mote : a-Tender Forms shall be
issued free of cost o all lendaners
(Authority—-Rallway Board's letter Mo,
2020/CE-WCTI/3EFGCCIPolicy did.
16.07.2020) (PR=107Z)

Office of Executive Enginesr (E&M-I),
Dakpathar, invites sealed tenders from interested parties. Brief

Lakhwar Project,

Tender No: 10/EE(E&M-1)/LP/2024-25

Name of the Work: Shifting of 33 kV line Crossing over STP
premises near Shanti Dham Vikasnagar,

Estimated Cost: Rs.13,70,308.00 (taxes exira)

Date of availability of bid document on website : 30/01/2025

Last Date for submission of tender: 19/02/2025 up to 16:00 hrs.
For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender
be downloaded from
Executive Engineer (EAM-I)

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

the Migam's website

support-eproc @nic.in

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
30 January 1991

Shaheed
Constable
Daulat Ram
13 Bn
30-9-1966 To
30-1-1991

B Shaheed

Constable
Sukhwant
Singh
13 Bn
13-4-1967 To
30-1-1991

On 29 January 1991, Constable V. Ramesh Chand, Constable
Daulat Ram, and Constable Sukhwant Singh were on duty
near Taj Hotel when terrorists launched an attack using automatic
weapons. The troopers engaged the attackers in a fierce close-
quarter battle. Facing imminent defeat, the terrorists hurled
successive grenades, inflicting severe injuries on the brave-
hearts. Constable V. Ramesh Chand attained martyrdom the
same day, while Constable Daulat Ram and Constable
Sukhwant Singh succumbed to their injuries the next day,
making the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
30 January 2024

Shaheed
Constable
Lambadhar
Singha
150 Bn
23-6-1988 To
30-1-2024

l_. _rl
- r—

.

Shaheed
Constable
Devan C.
201 Bn
: 7-4-1994 To
> , 30-1-2024
|

-

Shaheed
Constable
Pawan Kumar
201 Bn
LY 11-1-1993 To

. 30-1-2024

On this day; troops of 150 Battalion
of CRPF set out to establish a
new FOB at Tekalguriam, PS
Jagargunda, Sukma. Upon reaching
the designated site at 1236 hrs,
201 battalion CoBRA laid an outer
cordon when heavy gunfire

erupted from the south. The troops of 150 Battalion and 201
CoBRA swiftly retaliated, advancing tactically despite Naxals
using dense forests, trees, and boulders for cover. In a fierce
exchange, the troops fearlessly pushed the Naxals out of the
FOB location using heavy firepower and area weapons. Amidst
the battle, Constable Lambadhar Singha of 150 Battalion displayed
exceptional bravery, relentlessly engaging the Naxals despite
sustaining a bullet injury. Though grievously wounded, he continued
fighting until he succumbed to his injuries, making the supreme
sacrifice in the finest traditions of the CRPF.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
30 January 1993

Shaheed Nk
Shiv Prasad
58 Bn
6-5-1946 To
30-1-1993

L

e ]

A-h

On this day, troops of 58
Battalion of CRPF were conducting
area domination in Srinagar
when militants ambushed
them near Lal Chowk, opening
indiscriminate fire. The troops
swiftly took positions and

retaliated. Amid the fierce encounter, Nk Shiv Prasad sustained
grievous injuries but continued fighting from the front, block-
ing an escape route. Though evacuated, he succumbed to his
injuries, making the ultimate sacrifice for the nation. His gallant
actions remain a shining testament to courage, leadership,
and unwavering devotion in the finest traditions of the CRPE

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
30 January 2007

SHAHEED
Head
Constable
P. Devendran
143 Bn
% 20-5-1965 To

30-1-2007

p=

On 23 January 2007, troops
of 143 Battalion of CRPF were
returning to their company
location after completing an
official assignment. Near
Wandana village, PS
Awantipura, Pulwama district,

militants triggered an IED, followed by heavy firing. One vehicle
bore the brunt of the blast, severely injuring its occupants.
Despite their injuries, the troopers retaliated bravely, fighting
alongside their comrades. In the attack, eight CRPF personnel
were injured. HC/RO Ganesh Kumar, Constable Rins Thomas,
and Ct/Dvr Srikanta Mishra made the supreme sacrifice that
day, while HC P Devendran attained martyrdom on 30
January after succumbing to his injuries.

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
HC BHARPUR SINGH
04.07.1947 - 30.01.1988

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

' today their brave comrade, who made

/
o

o

.r-"ﬂ...l

supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Batala , Gurdaspur (Punjab).

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

o
N,

L/NK NIMAI CHAND DAS
02.10.1964 - 30.01.1995
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants

in Udaipur, Tripura.

=l PIMPRI CHINCHWAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

TENDER NOTICE
TENDER NO: 24/01/2024-25

Below are details of tender

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

‘Appointment of Consultancy firm for Preparation of Local Area Plan
(LAP) within Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation’

Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC) hereby invites 'bids for
Appointment of Consultancy firm for Preparation of Local Area Plan (LAP)
within Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation. Bidders are advised to
study this RFP document carefully before submitting their proposals in
response to this RFP Notice. Submission of a proposal in response to this
notice shall be deemed to have been done after careful study and
examination of this document with full understanding of its terms,
conditions, and implications.
Interested Bidders are requested to download the RFP document
published on www.mahatenders.gov.in from 30/01/2025. The last date for
bid submission 26/02/2025 by 3:00 PM. The Pre-Bid Conference is
scheduled on 10/02/2025 at Office of City Engineer, First Floor, PCMC
Main Building, Pune - Mumbai Highway, Pimpri, Pune 411 018,
Maharashtra, India at 3:00 PM.
The downloaded bidding document shall be considered valid for
participation in the electronic bidding process (e Tendering) subject to the
payment of RFP Fee. For any type of clarifications, Bidders can visit
www.mahatenders.gov.in or contact help desk contact no. 0120-4001
462, 0120-4001 002, 0120-4001 005, 0120- 6277 787. Email:

Date: 29/01/2025

Adv. No: 2024-25/395
No: Civil/12/WS/171/2025

Sr. Name of Earnest Money | Project
no. the Work Deposit (INR) | Duration
1 |RFP for Appointment of - 10 months
Consultancy firm for Preparation of from date of
Local Area Plan (LAP) within Pimpri issue of
Chinchwad Municipal Corporation work order
Sign/-

City Engineer

Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal

Corporation Pimpri - 411 018
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Online Tender Document for M.P. Police

M- PUﬂij nntionr.ll bank E-AUCTION NOTICE POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

ASSESSMENT OF THE
the name you can BANK UP'G" No. PHQ/15/GPC/592-1/2025 Bhopal, Dated 24-01-2025 |  [bidpmiuduiatiaea bl
unens ) T ! T 13- |
Ph.: 01 30-2520334, Emall : £58293@pnb.co.in . . , , o _ Tender Notice No.. DCBLI0O1/
Online tender are invited for 3 months For Rate Contract by Asistant Inspector General of Police (Provisioning) Police Head 2025/MLG. Date: 24-01-2025. E-
EALE HnTI CE Fnﬂ SALE nF IM MGUABLE PH“FERTI ES Quarter, Bhopal on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for FSL Items on website https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app Tender ara (nvited by the
L A : ; S. Name of Item Appro EMD Paid Online Through |Tender Fees undersigned for the following
E-acution Sale Notice for Sale of movable assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of ‘ No Qlffntify mptlender; 20v.in "8 (Rs.) work Tender No.:
Security InterestAct, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8(8) of the Security Interest (Enforcement Rules, 2002). - i Sris Detecton Kt N - %6 184./ i - 300(;/ DCBLO12025MLG, Name of
Notice is hareby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described movable I | rug etection s ! os Jl o | . ::-r:;:;ir': Df':";; EPTS: E‘; Iﬂlhn:mlehlﬁ
i : : . . 1.  Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in any condition & must submit online 1 u
property mortgaged /charged to the Secured Elrﬂditqr, the n:c:ns.trlletwe f phylea!lf syrlnl:-c:.llc pussess:nn of which has I:H=Em taken by the through website ttps://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app. with RDSO standard of 25T
Authorized Officer of the Bank / (Secured Creditor will be sold on "As is Where is *, As is What is, and "Whatever There is” on the date as 2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police (www.mppolice.gov.in) inading-2008 standard PSC Slab
mentioned in the table herein below for recovery of its due to the Bank / Secured Creditor from the respective borrower(s) & guarantor 3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website: https:/mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app Approximate Tender Value:
i - i i [ + oy [ -
(s). Thereserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties. 4. Critical Date Sheet: 15,14.73,515.80/-, Earnest
Published Date [24/0172025 Time 19:00 PM mnay; SHAUT, 8005, The mntat
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS Bid Document Download Start Date 25/01/2025 Time 12:00 PM | ??f;;":g;;ﬂ’t‘ _::':_ n’:f:'“eg 't'F'TE'i'l
Name of Branch Description of the A) Date of Demand Notie ws 13(2) if Sarfesi Act 2002 | A. Reserve Price | Date/ | Detailof the Pre Bid Meeting Date [30/0172025 Time 12:00 PM T S ek ke e R kgt 23
Name of Account Immovable Properties b) Outstanding Amount as on B. EMD Tineof |eacumblants | | |Bid Submission Start Date |05/02/2025 Time 11:00 AM 15:05 hrs. on 17-02-2026. For
Name & Addresses of | (mortgaged / Owner's Name ¢) Posession Date u's 1314) of SARFESI ACT 2002 C. Bid increase  |E-Auction | "1 B e S e | e complete information with the
; Amount g Bid Opening Date |14/02/2025 Time 16:00 PM tender document of above e-
the Borrower | (mortgagors of property(ies) d) Mature of Possession Symbolic | Physical | Creditors B : o : P - :
5. Intending Bidders are advised to visit this website regularly till closing date of submission to keep themselves updated as any tendar will ba available In the
Guarantors Account Canstructive change/ modification in the tender will be intimated through this website only by corrigendum / addendum/ amendment. website http:/lwww.ireps.gov.in
(1.| PNB Branch | Equitable Morgage of Office| a)11.02.2022 a) Rs. 6,24,00,000.00 J0.022025] Mol know 6.  Bids will be opened as per date/time as mentioned in the Tender Critical Date Sheet. After online opening of Technical-Bid Dy.CE/Bridge-Line, Maligaon
Office : Sonepat unit measuring Super Area of by Rs, 15,45 565 857,26, {HE Fifleen Crore|b) Rs. 62,40,000.00 from to Bank the results of their qualification as well Price-Bid opening will be intimated later. H‘HTHE‘&T FHL'IHTIEH HMLH“'
Main 9224.50 Sq. FL _and built up| Forty-Five Lakh Fifty-Five Thousand Eight|c) Rs. 1,00,000/- 1100 16 400 PM. Sd/- @ Sarving Ceisdomers WM A Smile
{(1)M/S Pytex|areaof 1837.15 S5g. FL. at Unit] Hundred Fifty-Seven and paisa Twenty-Six wi{h unlim:stecl vl Sandeep Dixi0 ; :
Jewelers Pwt Ltd | MNo. 200, GD ITL Northex Tower, | anly) as on 10.02.2022 in CC & TL account e A.LG. (Provisioning)
(Through Directors Piot no. A-9, Netajl Subhashi niarest calculsied up to 10.02.2022, with minutes G-22322 For: Director General of Police M.P
Sh. Pardeep Tayal | Place, Pitam Pura, Delhi-| fudther interest in w e f 11.02.2022 at : _
Sfo Sh. B, B. Tayal | 110034 vide sale deed| contracted rate plus charges if any, minus
and Mr. Ankur Tayal | registered agreement 2127V2| racoveriesifan NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
S/0 Sh. Pardeep|dated 08.07.2004 and|c os 052024 KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD E——
o Cp | dated 30.03 2018 mtheame D) Physica (A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) No: -5 N Toll-23-2074:25
Northex Tower, Plot | of Sh.Pardeep Tayaland Smi. Satya Tayal #49, East Wing , 4" & 5" Floor, Khanija Bhavan, Race Course Road, Bengaluru - 560 001.] 1256 5ig/23/2024-25 Dated: 24012025
K it i i COpen E-tender iz invited by
no. A-9, Netaji Subhash Place, Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034 (2) Sh. Pardeep Tayal Slo Sh. B. B. Tayal Address: House No. HD-32, Vishakha Phone No. 080-22265383. Website: www.kiadh.in DRM(S&T), Jodhpur for and on
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-34, 3. Smt. Satya Tayal W/O Sh. Pardeep Tayal (since deceased) through her legal heirs 3a. Mr. Pardeep Tayal, No.: IADB/ENGG/ETND-DPR-02/1458/2024-25 Date:29.01.2025 bahall of tha President of India for
3b. Mr. Ankur Tayal, 3c. Mr. Ashish all RO House no. HD-32, Vishakha Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-110034 SRTwork. Detalls as below. 1. Nama
2. | PNB Branch: | Residential House Mo 2/432| 2)07.03.2022 a) Rs 30,10,000/- |20022025| Motknow NOTICE INVITING TENDER of Work: S&T works in ciw
Model Town, Sonipat | Khasra no. 1172/330, 1173330, | b) Rs. 31,62,050.16 (Rupees Thirty One| b)Rs. 3.01,000/ | fom to Bank (Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only) replacement of overaged ELB
(195200 1174/330, 1176/1109/324 min| | akh Sixty Two Thousand Fifty and Sixteen| c©) Rs. 10,000/ T —— balteries with miscellaneous S&T

(1) Smi. Meenakehi | Measuring 177 square yards.| pajsa Only) as on 25-02-2022 with further BRI KIADB invites tender from reputed consultants/firms under two cover bid system | | works and associated signaling

with unlimited

: Kalupur, Arya Magar, Scnipat vide| . : ; = : : g works for TFR (MTD-JU-LMN-MJ 66
O R  ine_ | Sale deed o 3321 di 31-05-2013 'rgf:f}rf;; i,z;g u;‘lf’:;rﬂ'f;ﬂ"ﬂ?jf RN extensions of 10 having an office at Bengaluru with vast experience and proven record of similar | | ceis) over JU division of NW Raitway
Gall No-4, Arya Nagar, | o "ame 0 Smi MeenakshiiWio Shi ¢) 20.05,2022 Ll nature of work for the following works: under DSTE/AU, 2. Estimated cost
Sonepal, H - b D} Symbaoll i : ; of the work: Rs 2,09,28,325/- (RIO):
131801 (3 gn | East - Gali Aam Raasta, West —| D) SYmbolc Name of the work: (1) Providing Consultancy Services for Preparation of | |3 address of the NIT ,55,1,-"3]

Karambir Sia Sh. af Satvir Dahiya, Morth - House of Shakuntala, South - Gali Rastra Aam
Manohar Lal FloHouse Mo-T49/26, Gali Mo-4, Arya Magar, Sonepat, Harvana-131001

Detailed Project Report (DPR) Economic Analysis, Surveying, Layout Plan, office: SrDSTEUU NWR, DRM

: ;s ; . Office: Harish Joshi Marg Jodhpur, 4.
Design, Preparation of Cost Estimates, Cost Structure efc., for the Formation of | | gja security to be deposited:Rs

TERMS AND CONDITIONS : 1 1 new industrial area at Ittagatti and Gamanagatti Industrial Area in Dharwad Taluk | | 2.54.700/-; 5. Last Date & time for
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and tothe & District ':2} Providing Ennsultancy Services for Preparation of Detailed Project submission of E-tender and

following further conditions: opening of tender: 19/02/2025

1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE 1S BASIS" and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” Report (DPR) Economic Analysis, Surveying, Layout Plan, Design, Preparation Upto 11:00 Hrs through E-tendering
2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the of Cost Estimates, Cost Structure etc., for the Formation of new industrial area at Ur_1||1lﬁ: Suhmlaslgﬂ ﬂ[ﬂ I*ﬁEnFt‘]S .HTHﬂdgf
Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstaternent or omission in this proclamation. - . ipwa 13 Wil D opanag. a1 it
3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website hitps://baanknet.com on Manavi 2nd Phaseﬁan‘d Devaltiurlga Industrial Area, Ballari District. :‘;flﬁ;:: dz:;'"t”':;;:;:;r‘:::;:
20.02.2025@ 11.00 AM Last date for submission of bids is: 11.02.2025 upto 04:00 pm supn B ;““.H“”d,
4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in. Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public www.ireps.gov.in Note: This is 3 E-

5. Interested bidders may consult with the Dealing officer Mr. \ishal Yadav, Mobile No. 8930525759 Tender, so lenderar can pardicipale

T Procurement Portal hitps:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in IRPG a6 NG ATOERSE Say BT
Place : Panipat Date 29.01.2025 Punjab National Bank {Secured Creditor) Sd/- mentioned website . 1 4-AN2S

STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UDNER RULE 8(6) OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 ENETEELASRSAIITRA - Chief Engineer - 2 | ey m
epaper.indianexpress.com .- .
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CROSSWORD 5587

)|

W,

£H

ACROSS DOWN

11t makes a place look like a 1 Cosmetic combination of sauce
pigsty (6) and jam? (8)

4 Frequently out of date (8) 2 Select a method to subtract

9 Jabbing a petty officer with a (44)

ruler (6) 3 Abird watcher never hides it
10 Embraces sweetheart and (4)

wives (8) 5 Bound but also not bound to be
12 Vehicle turns to leave (4) unreliable (4,3,5)

13 Acquit the prisoner and 6 Double figures (4)

empty the court (5) 7 High level of service provided
14 The bird is flown (4) (6)

17 Unpleasant comedown for
highway travellers (5,7)

20 Strike up a friendship as

8 Decorations in the windows
(6)
11 Yet a foghorn may give it (5,7)

yokemates? (4,8) 15 A note of asperity (5)

23 Establish the basic cause (4) 16 A spirited harp player? (5)

24 1t's comparatively bold (5) 18 Auditor’s game (8)

25 Performs with wild cats (4) 19 Supposed it was the piano one
28 Word for word in Latin (8) had taken up again (8)

29 Building it's the custom tobe 21 Wine vaults (6)

silent going round (6)
30 Sustaining benefits from
those who are waiting (8)

31 Well acquainted with the
metric system (6)

22 More unfortunate choice in
the marriage ceremony (6)
26 Laid out in Salvador (4)

27 Score a point being clever

(4)

Solutions Crossword 5586 Across: 1 Wield, 4 Unclear, 8 Eat, 9 Credulous, 10 Tea
urns, 11 Sifts, 13 Evilly, 15 Asleep, 18 Steam, 19 Heathen, 21 Capitally, 23 Ida, 24
Strides, 25 Sides Down: 1 Wreathe, 2 Extradite, 3 Decor, 4 Uneasy, 5 Courses, 6 Ego,
7 Rasps, 12 Fresh wind, 14 Limited, 16 Punkahs, 17 Chills, 18 Socks, 20 Abyss, 22 Par

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

Wedon't understand life any better at forty than at twenty, but we__itand___it.-

Jules Renard (4,.,5)

DRAIO . AAEMDM
FUTON ‘AQSUKW

pIeusy son(- 31 ywipe
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

On THE CTHER. WAND, HEAVEN] | MaBE TIGERS
WOULDNT BE JERY WICE
NirouT TIGERS, EiTHER. .
I wWOULDNT BE LAPPY (F
WERE  WEREMT A TIGERS

m.j\iD MISS THEM. r

DO oU THINK, TIGERS 60 T
THE SAME HEANEN THAT
FPEOPLE @O TO™

T MEAM, N WEANEM, EVERNONE
S SUPPCEED To B WAPPY,
RIGHT * BUT PECRLE WOULDNT
BE HAPPY IE THEY WERES
ALWAAS M DANGER
OF BEING EATEM 3
BY TIeERS! \

PEOPLE W
HEBRNEM

£ 1ink] Wirtanor Dotrtaied By drcrean B chiesl Synoacaion

_ BUT THEN NE
JUST DONT EAT | WOULDNT BE

HAPPY

may now wish to reopen an

personalities or wills. Yet, with
the Moon playing up today,
you can probably correct the
balance in your favour, and feel
awhole lot better as aresult.
Don'’t let foolish pride get in the
way of a reconciliation.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

with careful attention to
exercise and diet you could
very rapidly begin to feel
better than ever. Some people

G DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
WHY AM  GLEEP APNEA/ YOUSNORE, | 5T AN ]
180 50 YOUR AIRWAY 7 _
SLEEPY 1S BLOCKED!, .. ; ' ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
ALL DAYZ IT H,J}-Kr.g YOU UP / HOW DO I OH, YOU & It'simpossible to As far as personal
DOLENS OF TIMES WELL: LIE DOWNT? i completely let go of complaints are
‘\ BACH NIGHT. - the past, however concerned, itisa
! hard you try. case of least said,
¥ Certainmembers of the family ~ soonest mended. There is no

pointin dwelling on the past,

i old discussion. If so, they are especially as the people who
- responding to yesterday’s caused trouble may have even
5 colourful Moon, but you may forgotten what they were
- still have to sit and listen to angry about.
1 their out-of-date complaints.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) Let employers and
Most of your people in authority
current problems see that you are not
seem to stem froma only capable and
clash of reliable, but also that you have

the bestideas. It often takes
you a long time to formulate
your suggestions, but no
matter, you must take as long
as you need to come up with
the right answers. Other
people may just have to wait.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

You are likely to be There doesn’t seem

feeling emotionally tobe any sharp line

under the weather. between right and

However, the stars wrong, It's more a
are favouring extremes, so question of finding the

appropriate course of action.
Don’t use a sledge-hammer to
crack a nut, or carry on about
what other people should or

say there’s no gain without should not have done.
MARVIN by Tom Armstrong 5;‘;3;1‘;““)“ mayprovethem .\ pRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
p— ' Outof all the
WHAT IF THEN I'M CALLING ‘ma CANCER(lune, 22 -.July 23) confusiqn and
: y .%‘—-'*.- R You're difficult to uncertainty in close
HE DOESN'T THE POLICE TO REPORT [R5l & @ fool,and you are personal
-7 Iy Tt well aware that relationships, something of
S HGW 3 A MISSING JOLLY ELF L 4 others have been lasting value is bound to
= deceitful or dishonest, yet emerge. Today’s sympathetic
there is no reason for anger. Moon, by the way, opens the
Sometimes people just get door towards pleasurable
themselves in an emotional rewards, self-indulgence and
o twist, and they probably an encounter with the past.
—— O require your sympathy more AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
e than condemnation. 7.
v - Someoneina
) | fi LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) position of power
= SN N e e Tt ) You may realise that and authority is
1P by Wi Rmrign Byringta, iws Warsd eigiis ropmrend, not everyone shares about to give you a
your vision of the break or champion your cause.
future. The most Itis very important indeed that
positive way forward atworkis  you offer them a chance to
Difficulty Level 3s (@) to treat employers apd speak, so avoid the tendency to
e e : 6[5 Te] 7511161913184 |2 colleagues as if they're part of shout other people down. You
Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, . o0 | ) . one vast family. Evenin might even decide that they're
- A hould acton right.
— | everydigitfrom1t09 4| | |8 w |98 4|27 5|36 1 community,you's
Tg) must appear in each of the .E T | | 6 ' 7 3’ ' 2 - 3/216|1118/415|719 ' PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
00 nine vertical columns, in | é VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) Some planets make
N each of the nine horizontal 3 | 6 7 a 4191817121 116/53 Some people may be life easy, but others
- | rows and in each of the f ! f f f S e giving you less couldn’t be more
s nine boxes. . 1 ] 2 N 5617193811124 SUPPOI'tCtlharlllyou awkward. Venus
| T Fa | ' = ' expected, others and Jupiter are churning you
8 2 . 7 ! 1 % 2113|145\ 6|9|8|7 may be offering more.Inasense  up ejmgtionally, but pos%t¥ve
= cere O it doesn’t matter, for even if planets elsewhere in your
(7p) ? ;T;::;igz‘;.e;s = Easy; 9 | l 5(3 _ 2 | 4 = 8 . 4 _ 5131 . 2|17(9 | 6 nobody was on your side, you chart are enabling you to take
3s=Medi 4 -H d-' | 2 1 - 1.7 218 6/9|4/3|5 would still manage events to firm decisions. The truth may
S =NMedium; 4s = Hard, | | | | BN ]| el your advantage. Everyone hurt, but there is no avoiding it
gs = \éery' Hard; | 419 8 5 3 9|5 4 ?' 2 1 B needs to see your talents now. now or in the future.
S = Genius |

Govt. :*" of Binar
BIHAR STATE POWER (HOLDING) COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of Bihar Undertaking)
Regd. Office — Vidyut Bhawan, Bailey Road, Patna, 800021

[GST - I0AAFCB2394A27D CIN—U40102BR20125GC018495)
(Power Management Cell, BSPHCL)
Email ID -

Tender Notice
NIT No. 04/PR/BSPHCL/2025
Engagement of Trader for Trading Power in Power Exchange(s)

pmcl.bsphcl@gmail.com

of Bihar

Urban Development & Housing Department
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Urban Development Division , Azimabad,
SBD Based detailed Notice Inviting Tender
{through e-procurement mode only-www.eproc2.bihar.gowin)
[only e-tendering system through website : www.eproc2 bihar.gov.in

Lecal/ National Competitive Bidding NIT No.:- 14/E/AZIMABAD/2024-25
(Re-Tender)

1 Designation and Address of the Advertiser

i Executive Engineer, Urban Development
Division, Azimabad, PMC

AR BIHAR STATE POWER (HOLDING) CO. LTD., PATNA
el o A Government of Bikar Undertaking) ] @
“[":"I_ Repd, Office - Vidyyt Bhawan, Balley Boad, Paina, BI00Z] " e

{B5T - 10AAFCEZ394AZID OO - L401028R20125GC012495)
[Power Management Cofi, BSPHCL)
Emad 1D = pmc 1 Bsphol@zmail.com
Tender Notice
NIT Mo, - 03/PR/BSPHCL/2025

PROCUREMENT OF POWER ON SHORT-TERM BASIS FROM VARIDUS
SOURCES THROUGH TARIFF BASED COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROCESS
(Through e-bidding mode only = www.mstcecommence. com)

Cnline Application are invited by Chief Engineer, Poweer Management Cell, Bihar State Power
{Halding} Compamy Limited, 3ed Floor, Vidyut Bhawan-|, Jawshar Lal Mehra Marg, Patna-300021 on
behalf of Discoms {NBPDCL & SBPOCL) fromy eligible applicants to participate in e-bidding process for the
procurément of power on short term basks from wtilibes/traders/generators) discoms

2. Date of issue of Notice Inviting E-Tender r28-01-2025 _ShNo. e __...'."Er_r'il:".l.a‘r_:l | -~ _._ﬂ_.-.._..-:-_l."ﬂe.":g'.a.t.'f.
i Ha F It R, 10, Ok - 4 18% G&T
Description of work EMD (Rs.) Cost of RFP Contract 3 Period for download of Tender Document  : 05-02-2025 {10.00AM) to 14-02-2025 4 #oFReques Jar Erohodal {11 : -l
{including 18% G5T) Period (03-00PM) 2 Publication of Tender Dacument /' Request for Proposal Fram 10:00 Hrs of 13.02.2025
E f T d fﬂ - 35 h I f f I:H{PI'Ir .I'l.chh'ahcll-l I:I{ I.:l.!‘eﬂT. 4
ngaglemenr A L, TS, Rs. el = CHate, fime 5 Flaue o FYe Sid meating riaBl. 2043 3 Last date of submission of AP Bids including EMD & Cost of | Upte 16:00 Hrs of 18.02.2025
Trading Power in Power 36,50,000/ Rs, 11,800/- from zero 5. Last Date of uploading tender documents by : 14-02-2025 (03,00 PM) P
Exchange(s) el date hidder 4 Opening of non-financial technical Bids | Az 12:00 Hrs of 19.02. 2025
starting date for sale of RFP (through From 10:00 Hrs of 13.02.2025 6 Date, time and place for submission of - 15-02-2025 (03-D0PM) S| Opaning piiRd jARES O b S
https://eproc2.bihargovin | Original instrument of EMD {in the case of BG] StErtof-e i | 3500 g 20203 1
Date of Pre Bid Meeting At 1130 HrE of 1802 2025 7. Dpening of Technical Bid cAnmabad Division 15-02-2025 [04.00PM) ! lssuance of LA After the approvel of Hon'ble BERC
— 2. Details of work: Period for supply of power | D1.04.2025 te 30,09 2025
Lasteamaronliinesei or Rrf gat b LPIaTLe U0 Fcs, et LG 0. o £ — - — S T= aperi o Bidding will be done through e-bidding portal [DEEP) only as per the guidelines for short
ek | CostofBOQ| Bid processin : '
Last Date of submission of B8G of EMD (at Upto 17:00 Hrs. of 06.03.2025 Amourital || e ke | e E: R, (N ﬂﬁ term procurement of power notified by the Ministry of Power as amended from time to time. The
Vidyut Bhawan, Patna office) 2= Estimated F.Ir”.E‘:!| Refundable | Refundable = : s link for the bidding portal is www mstcecommerce.com, and is also available on the website of
Last Date of Online Submission of Tender Upto 17:00 Hrs. of 10.03.2025 ru:::u Nemecl hosk | .CoGECHN mr;n:eﬂelsﬁn CymEss: . | FRymart anly tnf:;:li:a:uu;:m Payabls at imstry. of gower (Www.powermin.picin). #nd' £RG Gonsulbing, Limited: (e pocinls. comy,
: - ; Rupeeas) Onfine O anly theaugh|  Onlise mode Bidders are requested to familiarize the revised guidelines notified by the Ministry of power carefully
Date of opening of Technical Part (Part-f) 12:00 Hrs., 11.03.2025 onwards [ I'|'|::IIIE online in favor of before submitting the offer. Further BSP{H)CL reserves the right to amend/cancel the tender notice
Date of opening of Price Part (Part-Il) Ta be notified after Technical Bid Evaluation - . L modef | Beitron) . o without assigning any reasons whatsoever and without any liability, However for any enquiry,
through e-procurement website 1 ,_E 2 : =P E B 4 2 L & — ! - d bidders may contact on 9264449860 / 7033291928 or mall to pmeo . bsphol@gmait.com
| ; anstruction o -
For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar Garhage: eF, boc further detals plesspuieit: W statechihargascing prciihar Chief Engineer (PMC)
transfer station PCD (A, PR- 018428 (B & C] 2024-25
0l S 6,25,55497 | 12,51,200 10,000 Az per Eproc | 6 Months PME T = : = =
1&425{31:!24-:—:5 Chief Engineer (PMC) Yard ¥ ¥ 99 Pl £ Tb ﬁ S, g6 Hdhed X IRIR ¥ R
7] @ A, 475 Y ji'jl gl | {Re- Tender)

NOTICE

-‘Ep Government of Odisha
== Commerce & Transport Department

“Public Notice to operate scheduled Commercial Flight from BPI Airport,
Bhubaneswar and VSS Airport, Jharsuguda to different Domestic and International
Destinations under New Destination Policy”

Reference No. /T Dt. XX.XX.2025

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
COMMERCE & TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT

TO OPERATE SCHEDULED COMMERCIAL FLIGHT FROM BPI AIRPORT,
BHUBANESWAR AND VSS AIRPORT, JHARSUGUDA TO DIFFERENT
DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL DESTINATIONS UNDER ODISHA

NEW DESTINATION POLICY

1.  Commerce & Transport Department, Government of Odisha has Notified vide Gazette Notification No.
1969, dated 25.10.2024 the New Destination Policy 2025 to facilitate the establishment of air services to
new destinations from airports in Odisha by providing Viability Gap Funding (VGF)/ incentives.

OIPR-38001/11/0013/2425

4. Commerce and Transport Department reserves the right to amend / modify the applications and/or to
reject any or all proposals under the scope of the New Destination Policy.

Sd/-

Additional Secretary to Govt. & Director of Aviation,
Commerce & Transport Department Government of Odisha

PR. No.18306 (B & C) 2024-25

For further details please visit : www, state.bibargov.in/prdblhar

Executive Engineer,
Urban Development Division, Azimabad,
Patna Municipal Corporation, Patna.

91 | 99 &1 & U 8l SUER, g Hded 3R IRIR | IR|

Darectorzie of Micro, Smafl and Medium

Directorate of Micro, Small and Medium

Enterprises, Government of Haryana
Plot No. C-3, HSVP Complex, Sector — 6,

Panchkula —

134109, Ph. No.: 0172-2996509,

www.msme.harvana.gov.in

Processmg bnterprises scheme (PM-FME Scheme)

IHrecior Ceeacral
Directorate of MASME, Panchkula, Harvana

Enterprises, Harvana being the State MNodal Agency invites online
apphcations for the positon of Dhatnct Resource Person (DRP) under Pradhan Mantn Formalizaton of Micro Food

Mo, J2 13T HRY

epaper.indianexpress.com

1. Designation and Address of the &dvertiser

Date of issue of Motice Inviting E-Tender
Pericd for download ot Tender Doocument

Diate, Tirme & Place of Pre Bid meeting

b b

bidder.

6.  Date, tirme and place for sebmission of
Original instrument of EMD
iin the case of BG)

7.  Opening of Technical Bid

B Details of work:

Urban Development & Housing Department
Office of the Executive Engineer,
Urban Development Division , Patna City,

SBD Based detailed Notice Inviting Tender
(through e-procurement mode only-www.eproc2.bihar.gow.in)

(only e-tendering system through website : www.eproc2 bihar.gowin
Local/ National Competitive Bidding NIT No.:- 08/E/PCD/2024-25 (Re-Tender)

¢ Executive Engineer. Urban Developmient Division
Patna City, PMC

: 28-01-2025

: 05-02-2025 |10.00AM) to 14-02-2025 (03-00PM)

1 -0 - 2025

Last Date of uploading tender documents by - 14-02-2025 (03.00 PM}

v 15-02-2025 (03-00FM)

:.Patna City Division 15-02-2025 [04.00PM)

PR. No.18311 (B & C) 2024-25

. o . N Post: [hsinct Resouroe Persons for all 22 distriets of Haryana for nchievement of the targets allocatad by the Central
2. In view of the above, Proposals s are hereby invited from interested Scheduled Commercial Airlines to Davsraiig o i Stal q e Ple sl | il Ratha Gl i f
. . . . . . [overimenil i e ale v fi L1 sl 0§ elhile Seheme lelme  on i
operate scheduled flight from (i) BPI Airport, Bhubaneswar and (ii) VSS Airport, Jharsuguda to different hl ; ) " o Pt Ll' 'T; _": \ . 5 : ’ = et S g Ameaunt of CDEFIE o EDCL 'E"'J !‘"i':e:'-'::'@
. . . . . . . . « 1 f -0 = e B i i 1 1
Domestic and International destinations under New Destination Policy of Government of Odisha. “F"' pmime.mofpi.gov.in/pmime/#/Home-Fage 3 v o Earnest o . % iy, | Tercin : WNon
: —_— 5 — Eligibilitv: Any OrganizabonsTirms or suiable personis) (hike retired Govi/Bank Officials, Insurance Agenis, Bank Bid Estimatad money | in Refundable |  Refundable Tirse oF EMD
Domestic Destination International Destination : Sy Mame of Woek | Cost/ECV [1n| ¥ payment | ‘payment only
- SMitras, individoal professonals et having bachelor's o eguivalent degree moany field with relevant Mo, | ) Rupees) : Completion | Payable at
Goa Bahrain I i Rupees) ; anly thraugh| Online mode
v s CADCTICRCE i [hetailed f'l.l|..| :|\'.q,'|l-.l (| I]'II|rH||'-I-\,'||.|I.|II|=|| Profoerenoe will e Ve 1 10 MBA/HHA Retired D"?h"l.‘.l"ﬂ-" i i fiorot
Jammu Oman L L = Jar ROERTIE AN e A : i i bt ! i line mode Ol g kB
- vank afficials or Chartered Accountants hoving experience’knowledge in preparution of Detiiled  Project del Beltron]
Surat Kuwait . : = Al M ITIOERE] X ) ] 2
— . Keport (DIFR) 1 2 3 4 g & 7 B
Shirdi Abu Dhabi Nofke: = The empanclment of FirmisUrgomezations and LR Ps would |‘n,'||'-|'l work basis only LWL selieme guidelines | C trach i EE,
. : b n i
Port Blair - il pav=oul wiould be released as under Gaib;gr:ﬁr::igr Magar
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Holnessjoins as
400 metre coach

New Delhi: Renowned Jamaican ath-
letics coach Jerry Lee Holness, who has
mentored the likes of multiple
Olympics and World Championships
gold medallist sprinters Elaine
Thompson and Nesta Carter, has taken
charge of the Indian women's 400m
team ahead of some high-profile
events coming up this year. Holness, a
highly-experienced and much trav-
elled coach, joined the National Centre
of Excellence (NCoE) at the Lakshmibai
National College of Physical Education
in Thiruvananthapuram. PTI

Srikanth advances to

second round

New Delhi: Indian shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth entered the second round of
the Thailand Masters BWF Super 300
event with a straight-game win over
his opponent here on Wednesday.
Srikanth defeated Israel's Danii
Dubovenko 21-13 21-18 inthe men's
singles opening round. This is
Srikanth's second straight win over
Dubovenko, having defeated him
previously in the 2024 Macau Open
back in September 2024. Srikanth
will next face Hong Kong's Jason
Gunawan. Among other Indians in
men's singles, S Sankar Muthusamy
Subramanian defeated Malaysia's
June Wei Cheam 15-21 21-15 21-19
in a tough three-game contest. PTI

NorthEast United
thrash Hyderabad

Guwahati: NorthEast United FC com-
pleted the league double over
Hyderabad FC with a 4-1 victory in
their Indian Super League match here
on Wednesday. The Highlanders
scored early courtesy through a goal
from Guillermo Fernandez while
Alaaeddine Ajaraei extended the lead
at the stroke of half-time with a fan-
tastic free-kick. Hyderabad FC did
pose some threat in the second half
with Manoj Mohammed pulling a
goal back, but it wasn't enough as
Asheer Akhtar and Mohammed
Bemammer scored late goals to seal
maximum points at home. This was
the first win in the last five matches
for the Highlanders this season. PTI

Desinghu, 14, wins
3 gold medals in pool

Haridwar: Fourteen-year-old swim-
mer Dhinidhi Desinghu was the cyno-
sure of all eyes as she stamped her au-
thority with three golds as Karnataka
made a splash on the pool, grabbing
five gold and two silver to take the top
spot in the 38th National Games
medal tally here on Wednesday. The
day certainly belonged to Desinghu,
who first won the women's 200m
freestyle eventina Games record time
of 2 minutes and 3.24 seconds before
adding a gold each in 100m butterfly
and 4x100m freestyle. PTI

French police arrest
Feyenoord fans

Lille: Dozens of Feyenoord fans
banned from traveling to Lille for a
Champions League game between
the two clubs have been turned
away or arrested at the border,
French authorities said. The
Prefecture du Nord, which repre-
sents the French state in the Lille re-
gion, said 86 fans of the Dutch team
have been refused entry to France
and that 30 have been arrested.
Police officers seized pyrotechnic
devices and various objects that
could be used as weapons during
their checks, the prefecture said. AP

INTERVIEW: CRAIG FULTON

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
ROURKELA, JANUARY 29

AFTER THE hectic 2024 season, India chief
coach Craig Fulton spent a well-earned break
in Cape Town with his family. Among other
things, he could watch his daughter Milla
Fulton, who plays hockey for Ireland U-18s
and U-21s, in an indoor tournament. But of
course, that didn't mean a complete break
from hockey though as he kept a close eye on
the Hockey India League. This week, with the
tournament coming to a close in Rourkela,
Fulton is in attendance in person. And with
the FIH Pro League coming up, he's been tak-
ing notes. The Indian Express caught up with
him on the sidelines of the league at the Birsa
Munda Hockey Stadium. Excerpts:

Have you been watching the Hockey India
League? What's your takeaway so far?
We're on game 40 now and I think I've
missed only two matches, I've seen the other
38, pretty much seenitall. It's been good. It's
positive from an Indian perspective to have
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LAKERS’ DAVIS OUT FOR A WEEK

The Los Angeles Lakers will be without star big man Anthony
Davis for at least a week due to an abdominal strain. The
injury occurred during the first quarter of Tuesday's 118-104
road loss to the Philadelphia 76ers. REUTERS

amson falling short

Well-directed bouncers have troubled the T20 opener with Jofra Archer only exposing weakness further

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 29

THE BOUNCER, arguably, is cricket’s great
survivor. It has outlasted fire and flood, wars
and plagues, restrictive laws and format evo-
lutions, advent of meatier bats and micro-
boundaries to still breath a chilling intimida-
tion.

At the hands of a callous operator, it re-
cites notes of dread. The Caribbean quicks
were its most proficient prophets. Jofra
Archer, of Barbadian heritage, reproduces the
same fire as his predecessors. This series, he
has employed it with raging success against
one of India’s foremost T20 batsmen, Sanju
Samson. In three outings, the Archer short
ball has consumed his Rajasthan Royals cap-
tains thrice. That, though, tells just half of the
horror story that Sanju is watching.

It’s a three-layered tale of struggle. The
short ball troubles him in the format. Of the
17 times he has been caught off seamers in
T20Is, the short-balls have accounted for him
eight times. There is a pattern in that too — ei-
ther he gets out to the quicks or the medium
pacers operating at a slower bandwidth. The
spectrum ranges from Jofra Archer to
Blessing Muzarabani. He is an excellent
puller, but if the ball is within a certain pace-
scale. He disdains those in the 130-140kph
range. But those upwards hustle him and
those beneath tax him with their sluggish-
ness. Undoubtedly, the nature of pitch too
plays a decisive role. On a fast wicket, even a
130kph-er could trouble him, or on a slow
surface even a 145kph-er would not.

But the heart of the short-ball working
over is not his ineptitude to hit the short-ball
to the fence, but the methods he has sought
to addressit.

It began at Eden Gardens when Mark
Wood and Archer strangled him. Twenty two
of his 26 runs came off one Gus Atkinson
over. From the other 14 balls, Archer and
Wood combined, he mustered only four. A
good number of them were hard length balls
into his body, strangulating him for the width
he relishes to swing those quick hands. So he
began to counter-intuitively premeditate,
and got himself into self-entangled tangles.

A few balls before his dismissal, he
backed away and tried to hack a short ball
from Wood through covers. He missed it al-
together, like someone trying darts for the
first time. When Archer came, preempting
that he would go short, he tried to sell him a
dummy by pulling his back-leg away before
shuffling across like he normally would.

But the early movement meant he was
late into the shot and his balance went off-
kilter. He was on his toes, the front foot
squared up and facing long-off, the upper
body hardly swivelled with just the hands
going through the shot. His hands are so good
that he timed the ball decently, but didn’t get

The bouncer is starting to become kryptonite for Sanju Samson. Reuters

But the heart of the short-ball
working over is not his
ineptitude to hit the short ball to
the fence, but the methods he
has sought to address it.

the required distance to clear the fence.

In Chennai, he second-guessed that
Archer and Co would examine him with
short-balls again. So did Archer. Three of the
seven balls he bowled at him were short (the
rest were hard length).

Mis-timed or miscued

He tried to pull all three, either mis-timed
or miscued all. The third endeavour fetched
Archer the wicket. He went back and across
early to set himself up for the short-ball by
getting inside the line. The method had
yielded him boundaries on bouncy South
African tracks where he scored successive
hundreds. He would use the pace of the ball

and glide it behind square, rather than hit-
ting them in front. But the sheer pace (148
kph) and the laser-guided precision of Archer
tucked him into top-edging the ball to deep
square leg. Though he was waiting on the
back foot, he could not transfer any weight
into the shot. He could not even complete it.

However, Sanju would rather die trying
than shrink away from the challenge. So dur-
ing the nets in Rajkot, he faced short-ball
throwdowns with plastic balls on cemented
pitches to sharpen his reflexes. By then, it had
inflated into a tussle of hubris, moving from
technical to a psychological space. He wanted
to show that he doesn’t duck away from the
short-ball menace, he is determined to
demonstrate that he is not only unafraid of
the short ball but also can dominate it. The
(false) indefatigability only served the pur-
pose of putting him into even worse impos-
sible positions to counter the short ball.

In Rajkot, Archer straightaway interro-
gated him with a couple of short stuff which
darted into his body. Both times, he repelled

BOUNCER TROUBLEINT20Is
Samson’s been caught off fast
bowlers 17 times — short balls
accounting for 8 dismissals .
Short Deep
third man square leg
1 2
| °
—_—
®
Cover 1 ~ Deep
midwicket
Midon 1 — 3

with control. On both instances, he was still,
his movements minimalistic and conse-
quently got into comfortable positions. There
was a conscious effort to rise with the ball,
hands held high and head unwavering.

But when he faced Archer next — after
five balls from Wood — he couldn’t resist
backing away and pulling a rib-tickler (more
hard than shortlength). Yet again, his feet re-
mained stuck at the crease after the initial
movement. At the point of impact, his back-
leg was unusually bent, the slouched front-
foot faced the bowler and the upper body
semi opened-up, rendering him utterly un-
balanced to pull, which he instinctively, and
fatally, performed.

Some of his short-ball woes, thus, are self-
inflicted. Like his pre-delivery movements
that leave him unbalanced and static at the
crease, impeding a smooth transfer of
weight. He gets a fraction too low in his
stance. Digging up old clips could instruct
him about the virtues of minimalism and
stillness. He could also learn from past mas-
ters on how to dodge past flaws.

He could be smarter in manipulating the
bowler’s pace for runs behind the square; he
could burn a bit of the ego, or more prudently
see off the bouncer barrage and harness the
stronger facets of the game. Or perhaps, he
needn’t be this desperate to hit every ball to-
wards the fence.

But his problem needs immediate redres-
sal, lest the news would gather fire and the
short ball would consume him, as it had sev-
eral other careers touted to achieve great-
ness. The short-ball, though, is cricket’s great-
est survivor, breathing and bathing in
intimidation.

Gukesh era off
to a flying start

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI, JANUARY 29

IF HISTORY is any indication, D Gukesh’s
reign as world champion could have gone
one of two ways. He could
have found the crown in-
credibly heavy to wear,
like his predecessor Ding
Liren did. After becoming
world champion in 2023,
the Chinese Grandmaster
went on a stretch of 304
days without a classical
win leading into the 2024 world champi-
onship. Or, Gukesh could have felt bullet-
proof as the occupier of the coveted throne,
like Magnus Carlsen did ever since he be-
came the world champion for the first time
in2013.

The 10 games at Tata Steel chess tourna-
ment have shown that the Gukesh era of
chess is firmly following the path once
charted by Carlsen. The 18-year-old, who be-
came the youngest world champion in his-
tory last month, maintained his grip on the
top of the standings at the Tata Steel chess
tournament with a flawless victory over
Dutch grandmaster Max Warmerdam in
Round 10 of the prestigious event in Wijk aan
Zee, staying half a point ahead of the field.
He is now unbeaten in 10 games as world
champion.

Gukesh came into the event with barely
any preparation, spending too much of his
time over the past few weeks away from the
board tending to media, sponsor and other
obligations. In fact, Gukesh landed in the
quaint Dutch town after a long haul flight
from New Delhi about four hours before his
first round against Anish Giri.

But if there was any doubt about what
winning the world championship would do
to his appetite, or whether he would be too
exhausted by all the work he had been do-
ing off the board as a history-mabker, the boy
from Chennai has quickly dismissed those
apprehensions.

It was just a few days back that Gukesh
talked about “drifting a bit” after becoming
world champion.

“I have to admit the success has not been
easy to handle. I might've drifted a bit here
and there. But the most important thing is
that there are people around me who are al-
ways there to remind me whenever I go off
track,” Gukesh told Dutch public broadcast-
ing organization NOS.

AtWijkaan Zee, Gukesh has so far strung
five wins and five draws. Wednesday’s win
over Warmerdam (rated 2646)is his first win
with black pieces. Previously, he had de-
feated Giri, Vincent Keymer, Pentala
Harikrishna and Leon Luke Mendonca with
white. With just three rounds remaining in
the tournament, Gukesh heads into the final
rest day with a tally of 7.5/10. He’s also clos-
ing in on the 2800 club: his live rating is
2793.6.

Rudrankksh searching for formula to peak under pressure

NAMIT KUMAR
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 29

AT THE Olympic selection trials for shooting
in New Delhi last year, Rudrankksh Patil cut
a sorry figure. The reigning 10m air rifle
world champion was on his way to failing to
book his ticket to Paris and his body language
betrayed a huge burden. His demeanor was
rigid and downbeat.

As he arrived for the pre-event training
for the National Games in Dehradun on
Wednesday, he was anything but.

Bouncing into the room with the playful
ease of a young man as accomplished as
him, he looked lighter both mentally and
physically. It was the result of a six-month
long exercise in recovering from the heart-
break - a “life-changing experience,” as he
describes it. “My biggest learning is to not
take myself too seriously,” the 21-year-old
marksman says.

As the world champion, expectations had

been heavy on Rudrankksh to not only make
it to Paris, but harbour medal hopes among
India’s extremely competitive shooting con-
tingent. However, at the selection trials he
was pipped by Arjun Babuta and Sandeep
Singh quite surprisingly. Two years of expec-
tation had been withered over the four-week
trial, and Rudrankksh was left to make an ap-
praisal of what went wrong.

In a sport that requires total stillness of
body and mind, Rudrankksh has always
thrived in inner turmoil.

It happens to be a by-product of his per-
sonality, he says, that he performs best when
the panic setsin.

"I feel I have always shot my best when
I'm scared,” he says with a knowing laugh.

Butbeing overly anxious led to excessive
fatigue, and caused him more problems than
just bad results at the range.

Shortly before the trials, he had noticed
some physical distress. "Iwas losing my hair,
my skin was going dull, I had psoriasis in my
ankle. But I thought I'd leave it and focus on

Rudrankksh says his biggest learning is
not to take himself too seriously. Insta

my game,” he says.

Eventually the illness was diagnosed as
an auto-immune disease caused by stress.
After the Olympic miss, this was another re-
minder to the 21-year-old to control the
nerves. He's now searching for the equilib-
rium between panic and composure that will
allow him to peak under pressure.

Mental serenity

But mental serenity is not the only change
he is seeking. Rudrankksh has entered the
men's 50m 3-position event at the National
Games too, just as he had done at the na-
tional championships a few months ago.
Anotherrifle event s likely to improve medal
chances in the future, but participation in the
more physically enduring event requires
greater commitment to fitness.

He has also changed hisrifle, and says he
plans to trial a technical change at the Games,
although he's coy on what it is exactly, keep-
ing his cards close to his chest for now.

And if it is the right balance between

peace and competitiveness he is seeking, the
National Games make for a good platform.
There is an excitement and newness of in-
teracting with athletes from all kinds of dis-
ciplines, while also playing on a newly-made
top-class range against the best shooting tal-
entin the country.

Both Babuta and Sandeep are his compe-
tition in the 10m air rifle category, while in
50 3P, Olympic bronze medallist Swapnil
Kusale is representing Maharashtra along-
side him and fellow Olympian Aishwary
Singh Tomar is also in the fray.

"It really does feel like a mini-Olympics,"”
he says. “It is like an international tourna-
ment. Come here, play your match and go
back. It’s not like a domestic trial where the
pressure for a spot and repetitive shooting
can play on your mind. Atmosphere is great
here. Playing this National Games s part of a
plan to play more domestic competitions
and I want to increase my scores. This is the
best time to do it,” the 21-year-old, on the
comeback trail, asserts.

‘Balancing ’keepers is key, looking for 6-7 goalies to fulfill need across teams’

the internationals that are here, the quality
and the coaches. Plus a lot of our younger
players getting the exposure. Those who are
inthe under-21 program and even those who
aren't, and also seniors, both included. It's a
nice balance to see everyone play.

Before discussing Indian talent, what
do you think of the league from a neutral
perspective?

I think there have been some great
matches. Initially, you’re unsure, but then the
tournament starts to open up. There have
been some thrilling games: there was that
incredible 5-5 between Lancers and Pipers,
then the 6-5 between Dragons and Gonasika.
There's been a lot of attacking hockey and
then obviously not too much defense. But at
the same time, some great goals.

You mentioned the different coaches. How
does it impact Indian players working with
international coaches and their unique
methodologies?

It really helps Indian hockey. I say that be-
cause we play both man-to-man and zonal,

Craig Fulton at the HIL.

high-zone or high man-to-man, based on the
situation. Some coaches use full man-to-
man, where defense is crucial. Others focus
on zone defense. Like the Tigers play half-
court zone and high-press zone. Toofans play
both. Soorma play half-court man-to-man
and then high-press man-to-man. Thereis a
balance between the principles that each
coach has. Different approaches enhance the
players’ understanding.

Dragons, Soorma
Club enter last 4

Rourkela: Tamil Nadu Dragons left it
late to clinch the fourth and final
semifinals spot, fighting back from 0-
2 down against UP Rudras to earna 2-
2 draw in regulation time, the point
that sealed their spot in the knock-
outs. Earlier in the day, JSW Soorma
Hockey Club became the third team
to qualify, as they clinched the
shootout bonus point against table-
toppers Bengal Tigers. ENS

M Semifinals lineup (Jan 31): Shrachi Rarh
Bengal Tigers vs Tamil Nadu Dragons; J[SW
Soorma Hockey Club vs Hyderabad Toofans.

How does that fit into your framework as
the Indian head coach?

We employ both styles. If a player spe-
cialises in one, he improves in it, but we still
need to develop his other skills. If he plays in

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

both systems, he benefits more. It's all about
game intelligence.

What has caught your eye with the
younger players, not the senior core?

The Indian players have flair, in that
younger group, naturally. There are some re-
ally good midfielders in this younger lot who
are able to hold the ball under pressure, which
isimportant.It's essential to find ways to keep
the ball alive, carrying it out of congested ar-
eas and transferring it to space.

From an Indian team perspective, post-
Paris and looking ahead to bigger tourna-
ments, have you identified specific areas
of need?

Naturally, if a position is vacated, we need
tofill it. We've been preparing for Sreejesh's
departure by focusing on Pathak, Suraj
(Karkera), Pawan, and junior keepers, and
they are all getting to be part of the HIL.
Balancing our goalkeepers is important.
We're looking to have six or seven goalkeep-
ers to fulfill the need across the teams. The
other thing is that we have no one retiring in

the near future. But at the same time, we are
trying to push forward an under-25 team
that we're working to put together.

Are you happy with the game time Indian
goalkeepers got, or is it a concern?

It's often out of their control if they're
drafted alongside a strong international goal-
keeper.lam fine with it. But it's still a valuable
experience. Training with other goalkeepers,
doing PC-attack and PC-defence studies, and
with coaches is beneficial. If more Indian
goalkeepers played more minutes, it would
be better obviously.

Regarding the widening of the talent pool,
you have constantly maintained we need
not just 24, but 40 or 60 players.

HIL helps in exposing more players from
different regions who have played nationals
butImight not have watched enough of them,
or might not have been watched as thoroughly
before. If their performances are consistent, it's
an awesome opportunity for them.

And if any of themreally stand out, it's per-
fect for us.
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With all focus on Kohli, will

Delhi be able to qualify?

Captain Ayush Badoni says they will be going for outright win against Railways

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 29

ACOUPLE of teenagers from the neighbouring
Ansari Road in Old Delhi were cleaning the
seats of the old clubhouse, which is just below
the media box at the stadium. One of them,
with a dusting cloth in his hand, said in Hindi,
‘this might be the last time Virat will win the
Ranji Trophy. With work, we will also be able
to see himinaction.”

Once done with their job, their conversa-
tion moved towards Kohli's black Porsche,
parked near the players' pavilion, one of them
asked: "Wo Virat ki Porsche kitne ki hogi (What
must the price of Virat's car?). The other one
took out his mobile and said: "Puch kar bolta
hun(Will callhim and let you know)." The duo
burst into laughter.

Not just the fans, but even the Delhi players
have been all agog ever since Kohli announced
he would be playing the game. For the past two
days, the sole aim for the 20-member Delhi
squad was to "impress" Virat Kohli. Beitin the
gym, during warm-ups, playing football or in
the nets. The Railways’ stand-in captain Suraj
Ahuja also admitted that even his team will be
looking to impress Kohli by doing well in the
game.

For Navdeep Saini, it is all about mahoul
(atmosphere). "Virat bhaiya brings a different
level of energy on and off the field. Mahoul ho
alag hota hai (The atmosphere is completely
different).

Thatit certainly has been. Barring Navdeep
Saini, Himmat Singh is the only player in this
squad, who has shared a dressing room with
Virat Kohli. Himmat was part of the Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the Indian Premier
League. "l am pumped to play alongside him.
It's an absolute privilege,” he says. Himmat
missed outin the last match after Rishabh Pant
made himself available for the Gujarat game.

For Jonty Sidhu, it was all about trying to
impress Virat Kohli. "The sole aim was to get
his attention. We did everything toimpress our
hero,” Jonty says. It will be Jonty Sidhu, who
will have to make way for Virat Kohli in the
playing XI against Railways.

The spotlight undoubtedly will be on for-

Virat Kohli during a training session ahead of Delhi’s match against Railways. P11

mer India captain Kohli who returns to the
Delhi side after a staggering 12 years for a do-
mestic fixture. But the chances of Delhi, cur-
rently placed infifth place in the Elite Group D,
to qualify for the knockouts are slim. They have
win with a bonus point and hope that few
other results in their group go in their favour.
Railways, who are in fourth position with 17
points, will also be gunning to spoil Virat Kohli's
homecoming.

On the eve of the match, Delhi captain
Ayush Badoni confirmed that Virat Kohli will
bat at No 4 in the middle order and that they
are going for an outright win against Railways.
"We want to end the season ona winning note.
We are going for an outright win. With Virat
Kohli joining us, the mood in the campis lifted
and everyone s excited for this fixture," he told
reporters.

It has been an exciting few days for the 24-
year-old Ayush Badoni. Last week, he captained
Rishabh Pant and for the next four days, Virat
Kohli will be playing under his captaincy. "I
have played against Virat bhaiyain the IPL.Itis

an honour thatin back-to-back matcheshave
now led Rishabh and Virat bhaiya. Their pres-
ence only is enough,” he said. Badoni hinted
that with the pitch being on the greenish side,
the side will pick an extra seamer. " The pitchis
on the greener side. We will go with an all-out
pace attack," he said.

Railways has suffered an injury setback af-
ter their regular captain Pratham Singh has
been ruled out from this fixture. Suraj Ahuja
will lead the Railways in the absence of
Pratham. "Pratham has a hamstring problem
and he won't be playing in this match,” says
Ahuja.Railways stand-in skipperis expectinga
high-intensity match and he is also hoping to
impress Virat Kohli for the next four days.
"With Virat Kohli playing, the intensity will cer-
tainly be higher. Players from both sides will
be looking to give more than 100 per cent on
the field in a quest to impress Virat Kohli," he
laughs.

(The Delhi vs Railways match will be streamed live
on the fioCinema app and website.)

DDCA makes
late plans for
Virat return

PRATYUSHRAJ
JANUARY 29

THE RETURN of Virat Kohli to domestic cricket
after 12 years has triggered a series of interest-
ing steps from the administrators and broad-
casters. The state association has thrown the
game open for free entry to the public, with the
only caveat that the fans should bring in their
Aadhar card. The broadcasters Jio Cinema, who
weren't originally scheduled to broadcast the
game live, are now making arrangements for
live telecast.

The Delhi and District Cricket Association
(DDCA) secretary Ashok Kumar Sharmais ex-
pecting a crowd of at least 10,000 on the first
day. “The Gautam Gambbhir Stand will be open
for the spectators. The fans can enter from Gate
No 16 and 17. Gate No 6 will also be open for
the DDCA members and guests. We are ex-
pecting a 10,000 crowd for the first day,"
Sharma told The Indian Express.

"It'safree entry. The fans just need to bring
their original copy of their Aadhaar card and
its photocopy as well. The arrangements for
the fans has been made. It will be like any inter-
national or an IPL match,” Sharma added.

Live telecast

The producers from Jio Cinema were fix-
ing their equipment for the match on
Wednesday. "The kind of interest we had for
the Mumbai vs J&K match, where Rohit
Sharma and Yashasvi Jaiswal played was in-
sane. With Virat Kohli playing in Delhi, we are
expecting the same amount of attraction from
this match as well. This is completely our pre-
rogative. We took the call the moment Virat
made himself available for the match," aJio of-
ficial tells The Indian Express.

The DDCA secretary also said that they have
requested the Delhi Police to beef up security.
"Thisis nota normal Ranji Trophy match.Apna
Cheeku (Kohli's nickname) khel raha hai (Our
Cheeku is playing). We have requested the
Delhi Police to help us with more extra police
force for the next four days. We'll also have our
own private security as well,” he said.

JHow to reach Stadium?

The best way to reach the Arun Jaitley sta-
dium is via metro. The nearest metro station
tothe Arun Jaitely Stadium is Delhi Gate (Violet
line). Gate No 5 is noteven literally 100 metres
away from Gate No 16 and 17, which will be
open for the spectators.

DeChambeau biggest draw
as LIV makes India debut

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 29

IT'S NOT often that a reigning Major cham-
pion visits India to play a competitive tour-
nament. The LIV golf circuit may still not
be considered for world ranking points, but
its players are not total pariahs for the PGA
and European Tours any more. And with
current Major winners and contenders like
Brooks Koepka and Bryson DeChambeau
on its roster, any top-level LIV event can't
be ignored by the golfing world.

DeChambeauy, the reigning US Open cham-
pion, is the biggest attraction as LIV golf con-
ducts its first event in the country - the
International Series India presented by DLF
starting at the DLF Golf and Country Club,
Gurugram on Thursday with a US$ 2 million
prize fund. In the past, players like Jeev Milkha
Singh, Arjun Atwal, Anirban Lahiri and
Shubhankar Sharma made waves on the global
circuit, but even as there will be a sizeable
home contingent on the course, local knowl-
edge may not be enough to upstage a quality
108-man field.

The 72-hole tournament is the first leg on
The International Series, the set of 10 events
over the course of the Asian Tour season that
offers a pathway to the LIV Golf League. It's the
second stop on the 2025 Asian Tour.

DeChambeau, the 31-year-old American,
may be the most high-profile active golfer to
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Bryson DeChambeau. Special arrangement

visit India since Tiger Woods played around at
the Delhi Golf Club (DGC)in 2014. The double
Major champion, nicknamed The Scientist' for
his analytical approach to the game, is also one
of the longest drivers in the game. In compar-
ison to the tight layout of the DGC, the DLF
course - designed by South African legend
Gary Player - is much longer and considered a
tough test for even elite golfers.

“It's a diabolical course,” DeChambeau
remarked at the pre-tournament press
conference. “The person that is going to do
well this week has to see it for what it is, a
strategic golf course. You have to plot your
way around, be very methodical, you can-
not overpower it.”

Lahiri has been coming to the DLF course
for a quarter of a century, but familiarity is no
guarantee of success. “The first time I played
here wasin 1999,in Category Cat the Northern
India Juniors. It brings back a lot of memories.
I'm trying to stay focused because I'm here as
acompetitor first. ButIlove the responsibility,”
the 36-year-old said.

The other top Indian players in the field in-
clude SSP Chawrasia, a six-time winner on the
Asian Tour. “I'm coming here after about three
years. The golf course is playing tougher than
last time. The greens are faster and harder,
which I thinkis the main challenge this week.
ButI'mlooking forward toit.] have some great
memories here and will try to apply all these
experiences over the next four days,” the
Kolkata golfer said.
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Red Fort, Delhi

Discover the beauty of
India’s diversity at

Bharat Parv

Timing:

30th - 31st January,
12 Noon - 9 PM

Entry free. Please carry
your identity card.

Ministry of Tourism

Government of India
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