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DONALD J TRUMP BACK AS 47th U.S. PRESIDENT: ‘SAVED BY GOD TO MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN’

Trade to immigration,
energy to gender,
Trump 2.0 ushers in
major policy shifts

DAVID MORGAN,
GABRIELLABORTER,
JEFF MASON &
JOSEPHAX
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 20

DONALD TRUMP vowed to usher
in a new era of American great-
ness, minutes after he was sworn
inas the US President for the sec-
ond time to complete an extraor-
dinary political comeback fol-
lowing two impeachment trials,
a felony conviction, two assassi-
nation attempts and an indict-
ment for attempting to overturn
his 2020 election loss.

In his inaugural address,
Trump pledged torescue America
from what he described as years
of betrayal and decline, prioritis-
ing a crackdown on illegal immi-
grationand portraying himself as
a national savior chosen by God.
“The golden age of America begins
right now,” he said.

“First, [ will declare a national
emergency at our southern bor-
der,” he said. “All illegal entry will
be immediately halted and we
will begin the process of return-
ing millions and millions of
criminal aliens back to the places
from which they came.”

The speech echoed many of
the themes he sounded at his
first inauguration in 2017 when
he spoke darkly of the
“American carnage” of crime

J&K statehood
awaited, Omar
Govt not keen
on local body
polls before it

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

WITH THE Centre giving no indi-
cation of early movement on
restoring statehood for Jammu
and Kashmir, sources in the
Omar Abdullah government
have indicated they are not keen
on holding the pending local
body elections without the same.

Sources said the National
Conference (NC) government
believes holding elections to
panchayats or the District
Development Councils (DDCs)
would have no import if J&K re-
mains a Union Territory.
Panchayat elections in J&K have
been due since January 2024,
while the five-year term of the
DDCs ends in a year.

“The reins of power are in
Delhi. There is a multi-level com-
mand structure in the UT... Until
statehood is restored, we are not
in favour of holding elections to
panchayats and DDCs,” a J&K
government source said, also
pointing out that the DDCs set up
by Delhi have not been able to
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and job loss that he said had rav-
aged the country.
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Donald ] Trump speaks after being sworn as the 47th US President in the US Capitol Rotunda in Washington, DC, Monday. Reuters

Delhi’s challenge: Trump will play
hardball, change rules of the game

CRAJAMOHAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

HERALDING A “thrilling new era
of success”, President Donald
Trump declared Monday that a
“revolution of common sense”
will guide his bold new effort to
redirect America away from the
“liberal extremism” at home and
“declinist pessimism” abroad.

RG Kar rape-murder

convict gets life term;
will go to HC, ask for

death, says Mamata

| e

Convict Sanjoy Roy at the Sealdah court, Monday. Partha Paul

TANUSREE BOSE
KOLKATA, JANUARY 20

A SEALDAH court on Monday
sentenced Sanjoy Roy to life im-
prisonment “until his last
breath” for the rape and murder
of ajunior doctor at the state-run
RG Kar College and Hospital on
August 9 last year, which trig-
gered outrage and massive
protests by doctors across West
Bengal.

While reading out the ruling,
the court of additional sessions

judge Anirban Das said it was not
the “rarest of rare case”.

In her first reaction soon af-
ter the ruling, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee said
she “is not satisfied with the
punishment”. Later, she said her
government would appeal the
ruling in High Court and seek the
death penalty for Roy.

Roy, a 35-year-old civic vol-
unteer with Kolkata Police, was
convicted on Saturday under
Sections 64 (punishment for
rape), 66 (punishment for
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Trump’s inaugural
speech, delivered imme-
diately after he was
sworninas President,set
the stage for what could
be a hugely controversial and
potentially transformational
second term as American pres-
ident.

Attacking America’s “corrupt
establishment” that has failed to
address multiple crises at home

EXPLAINED

and triggered what he
called several “catastro-
phes” abroad, Trump
® | promised radical depar-
tures from America’s
long-standing policies on immi-
gration and trade and more re-
cent ones limiting free speech,
promoting race and gender iden-
tities, mandating green choices
on consumers.
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‘Golden Age of America beglns now’
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TRUMP’S ORDERS ONDAY 1

IMMIGRATION: National
emergency at the US-Mexico
border, sending troops to the
southern border

ENERGY: National energy
emergency, focus on develop-
mentin Alaska; revoke federal
mandates on EVs

GENDER: Recognise only two
genders — male and female

DIVERSITY: End ‘radical and
wasteful’ diversity, equity and
inclusion programmes inside

No ‘mystery’ disease behind Rajouri
deaths, experts point to pesticide

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL & ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

DAYS AFTER 17 members of
three families died under mys-
terious circumstances inavillage
in Rajouri district of Jammu and
Kashmir, an initial investigation
hasrevealed the presence of pes-
ticide residues in a nearby “baoli”
(water reservoir). It is suspected
that the victims consumed wa-
ter from this reservoir, sources
told The Indian Express.
However, local authorities,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

A grave being dug for Yasmeen Kousar, the 17th victim, in

Baddal village of Rajouri district, Monday. P11
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Police probe: Saif attack accused used
Bengal resident’s Aadhaar to get SIM

VIJAY KUMARYADAV
MUMBAI, JANUARY 20

FROM CROSSING the Dawki river
to enter India about seven
months ago, to travelling to West
Bengal where he stayed for a few
weeks and used an Aadhaar card
of a resident there to get a SIM
card, and finally moving to
Mumbaiin search of a job. Based

Mohammed
Shariful
Islam

on his questioning, the Mumbai
Police have traced the movement
of Mohammed Shariful Islam
alias Vijay Das (30), the Bangla-

deshi national arrested for the at-
tack on actor Saif Ali Khan.

A preliminary probe has
found that the SIM card being
used by the accused was regis-
tered in the name of ‘Khuku-
moni Jahangir Sekh’ from West
Bengal, whose Aadhaar card he
is suspected to have used to pro-
cure it, police sources said.
Shariful Islam is suspected to
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the federal government

PARDONS: Issue pardons for
some of those convicted/
charged in connection with
the 2021 Capitol riots

TARIFFS: Establish External
Revenue Service to collect all
tariffs, duties and revenue

CLIMATE: Withdraw from the
Paris Agreement
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Look forward
to working
together...

shape a better
future: Modi

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi Monday congratulated
Donald ] Trump on his “historic
inauguration as the 47th
President of the United States”
and wished him a successful
term ahead.

No sooner did Trump take
oath as the US President at the
Capitol Hill's rotunda than Prime
Minister Modi tweeted: “I look
forward to working closely to-
gether once again, to benefit
both our countries, and to shape
abetter future for the world. Best
wishes for a successful term
ahead!”

While India-US relations are
on a strong footing, Delhi is con-
cerned about two specificissues
— tariffs and illegal immigration
— that Trump flagged in his 29-
minute inaugural speech.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar was seated in the au-
dience at Capitol Hill as the
Special Envoy of the Prime
Minister. This is his second visit
to the US within the last 30 days;
he had visited the US in the last
week of December, and met the
incoming Trump administration
officials as part of an outreach
from Delhi to Washington DC.

“Privileged to represent as

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Uttarakhand Govt
clears UCC rules, set
to be rolled out after
local body elections

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, JANUARY 20

TATKAL REGISTRATION, door-
to-door services in remote areas,
and a state-wide mock drill on
January 21 — these are some of
the key provisions in Uttara-
khand’s Uniform Civil Code
manual of rules, which the
Pushkar Singh Dhami Cabinet
approved Monday. The move
drew criticism from the
Opposition Congress, which
called it a violation of the Model
Code of Conduct in place ahead
of local body polls.

According to sources, the
rules manual, which was ap-
proved at the Cabinet meeting
convened for the purpose
Monday, is expected to be an-
nounced after the election
Thursday. The training of the of-
ficials is also in the final stages.

Once these are rolled out,
Uttarakhand will become the
first state toimplement the UCC.

Leaving the State Secretariat
after the Cabinet meeting, Chief

CM Dhami:
Will soon
announce
date of its
enforcement

)
Minister Dhami said: “We had
announced in 2022 that our first
work will be UCC after the gov-
ernment is formed. The commit-
tee framed the draft and it was
passed with the President's as-
sent. The training is in the final
stages and we will soon an-
nounce the dates for the imple-
mentation... We have discussed
the rules today”.

On January 13, Uttarakhand
government began training its
officials to help familiarise them
with the UCC portal.

Officials said online portals
have been developed for citizens
and officials, featuring Aadhaar-
based verification, Al-based
translation services in 22
Indian languages, and data inte-
gration across more than 13
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

In Hyderabad, an exclusive police station for lakes, land, lung spaces

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 20

SITTING ON a plush black sofa,
T Ramanaiah, 67, narrated how
four acres of government land al-
lotted two decades ago to 20
Dalit families in Hyderabad'’s
Kukatpally area had allegedly
been usurped by land grabbers
in a span of 10 years. As he
handed over a petition, hand-
written on a letterhead that
sported a portrait of Dr B R

Ambedkar, a police inspector sit-
ting beside him patiently noted
down his complaint and said,
“We will send a team to the area
within two days.”

The scene was set in
Hyderabad’s Buddha Bhavan, a
government complex where a
new, one-of-its-kind police sta-
tion is coming up. The station,
which will start its official func-
tioning by the second week of
February, will deal only with
cases of government asset pro-
tection and disaster manage-
ment. Meaning, a police station
exclusively meant for the protec-
tion of lakes, parks, open lung
spaces, government land and

other assets in Hyderabad.

The Indian Express took a peek
into the functioning of this unique
police station, which will come
under direct supervision of Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy and
Hyderabad Disaster Response
and Asset Protection Agency (HY-
DRAA) Commissioner A V
Ranganath, even beforeitis allot-
ted office space.

Ramanaiah told The Indian
Express, “We had petitioned the
revenue officials several times
before turning up here. We are
hopeful that the police here will
give us our land back.”

Shortly after Ramanaiah’s
case was heard, came another

TRamanaiah, a petitioner, narrates his grievance to an
inspector who notes down his complaint. Nikhila Henry

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

petitioner — KS N Reddy. A resi-
dent of the posh Saroornagar
area in Hyderabad, Reddy said
that about 30 acres of the
Saroornagar lake had been en-
croached upon.

“The lake has shrunk from 90
acres to 60 acres due to illegal
constructions,” Reddy, who has
been living in the area for 26
years, told The Indian Express.
“Either the buildings have to be
regularised under the law or de-
molished for violating environ-
mental laws.” He carried with
him a map of the shrunken lake.

Reddy’s grievance, too, was
noted down by a police officer of
the rank of inspector.

Back inside his office, HY-
DRAA Commissioner Ranganath,
an IPS officer, was surrounded by
a crowd of petitioners, who had
come in to raise their grievances
regarding similar cases of lake
and land encroachments — while
some wanted a quick inspection
of the sites, others wanted a clear
assurance of demolitions.

“Now all the cases, hundreds
of them, that HYDRAA had
lodged in different police sta-
tions will be transferred to this
police station,” Ranganath said.

According to an order issued
by the state government on
January 7, the police station will
be headed by an officer of the

rank of Assistant Commissioner
of Police. “This will be a team of
police officers who are commit-
ted to environmental protection
because we are doing this for
posterity — for our children,”
Ranganath said.

Adjacent to Ranganath'’s of-
fice,in B-Block of Buddha Bhavan,
some security officers were giv-
ing last-minute instructions to
carpenters who were setting up
cubicles for the police station.

Another petitioner, N
Venkatesh, said, “Hyderabad has
dozens of lakes and naalas which
make the city unique. It is the
duty of every citizen to protect
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‘Golden Age of America begins now’

Trump, 78, took the oath of
office to “preserve, protect and
defend” the US Constitution in-
side the US Capitol, administered
by Chief Justice John Roberts. His
Vice President, ] D Vance, was
sworn in just before him.

Trump intends to sign a raft
of executive actions in his first
hours as President, incoming
White House officials said on
Monday, including 10 focused on
border security and immigration,
his top priority.

In addition to declaring an
emergency, the President will
send armed troops there and re-
sume a policy forcing asylum
seekers to wait in Mexico for
their US court dates, officials told
reporters. He will also seek to end
so-called birthright citizenship
for US-born children whose par-
ents lack legal status, a move
some legal scholars have said
would be unconstitutional.

“The journey to reclaim our
republic has not been an easy
one, that I can tell you,” Trump
said, before referring to the assas-
sin's bullet that grazed his ear in
July. “I'was saved by God to make
America great again.”

The ceremony was moved in-
side the Capitol due to the cold,
four years after a mob of Trump
supporters breached the build-
ing, a symbol of American
democracy, in an unsuccessful ef-
fort to forestall Trump's loss to
Democrat Joe Biden, 82.

Biden and outgoing Vice
President Kamala Harris, who
lost to Trump in November, were
on hand inside the Capitol's
Rotunda, along with former
Presidents Barack Obama,
George W Bush and Bill Clinton.
Former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, who lost to Trump in
2016, arrived with her husband
Bill, but Obama's wife, Michelle,
chose not to attend.

Numerous tech executives
who have sought to curry favor
with the incoming administra-
tion — including the three rich-
est men in the world, Tesla and
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk, Amazon
CEO Jeff Bezos and Meta CEO
Mark Zuckerberg — had promi-
nent seats on stage, next to cabi-
net nominees and members of
Trump's family.

Trump, the first US President
since the 19th century to win a

second term after losing the
White House, has said he would
pardon “on Day One” many of
the more than 1,500 people
charged in connection with the
January 6, 2021, attack. He
skipped Biden's inauguration
and has continued to claim
falsely that the 2020 election he
lost to Biden was rigged.

Biden, in one of his last offi-
cial acts, pardoned several peo-
ple whom Trump has targeted
for retaliation, including former
White House chief medical ad-
viser Anthony Fauci, former
Republican US Representative Liz
Cheney and former chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff General
Mark Milley.

Trump will restore the federal
death penalty, which Biden had
suspended, and require that offi-
cial US documents such as pass-
ports reflect citizens’ gender as
assigned at birth, incoming ad-
ministration officials told re-
porters. They said he will also
sign an order ending diversity,
equity and inclusion initiatives in
the federal government on
Monday, which is also Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, a national hol-

iday in memory of America's
most famous civil rights leader.

But Trump will not immedi-
ately impose new tariffs on
Monday;, instead directing federal
agencies to evaluate trade rela-
tionships with Canada, Chinaand
Mexico, a Trump official said, an
unexpected development that
unleashed a broad slide in the US
dollar and a rally in global stock
markets on aday when US finan-
cial markets are closed.

Some of the executive orders
are likely to face legal challenges.

Evenas he prepared to retake
office, Trump continued to ex-
pand his business ventures, rais-
ing billions in market value by
launching a “meme coin” crypto
token over the weekend that
prompted ethical and regulatory
questions.

Earlier Trump and incoming
firstlady Melania Trump arrived
atthe White House, where Biden
and outgoing first lady Jill Biden
greeted them with handshakes.

“Welcome home,” Biden said.

Disruptive force

As he did in 2017, Trump en-
ters office as a chaotic and dis-

e Look forward to working together... shape a better future: Modi

External Affairs Minister and
Special Envoy of PM at the
Swearing-In Ceremony of the
47th President of the United
States of America today in
Washington DC. Attended the
Inauguration Day Prayer Service
at St John’s Church this morn-
ing,” he tweeted Monday.

Inwhat was described earlier
in the day by aides as a “shock
and awe” start to his Presidency,
Trump said “all illegal entry will
immediately be halted, and we
will begin the process of return-
ing millions and millions of
criminal aliens back to the places
from which they came.”

While his rhetoricis aimed at
those coming from Mexico to
begin with, there is fear in Delhi
it may include Indians too at
some point who entered the US
as illegal immigrants — either
through Mexico in the south or
the Canadian borders in the

north.

On tariffs, where India has
been at the crosshairs, Trump
said he will “immediately begin
the overhaul of our trade system
to protect American workers and
families. Instead of taxing our cit-
izens to enrich other countries,
we will tariff and tax foreign
countries to enrich our citizens.”

India has been the target,
apart from China, EU and other
countries, and it has been re-
ferred to as “tariff king” and
“abuser of tariffs” by Trump in
the past.

Talking up America asacoun-
try that would be “respected
again all over the world”, Trump
sought to cast himself as a
“peacemaker”. “We will measure
our success not only by the bat-
tles we win, but by the wars we
end and more importantly the
wars we never get into,” he said.

He took credit for the release

¢ RG Kar rape-murder convict gets
life term; will go to HC, says Mamata

causing death or a persistent
vegetative state toawoman)and
101 (1) (murder).

Reading out the ruling on
Monday, Judge Das said, “...so,
for the rape (Section 64) you
(Roy) are given life imprison-
ment with Rs 50,000 fine. If the
fine isn’t paid, an extra five
months have to be served. For
Section 103(1) (murder) and for
Section 66 (punishment for
causing death or a persistent
vegetative state to a woman),
you are given a whole life (left
term). Till your last breath, you
will remain in jail.” The judge
also ordered the state govern-
ment to give Rs 17 lakh as com-
pensation to the victim’s family.

The sentence came after 66
days of in-camera trial and ex-
amination of 120 witnesses.

As Roy was brought in at
12:41 pm, Sealdah’s court room
210 was packed with people.
Roy, who wore a grey hoodie and
green pants, took to the witness
stand when he came. Asked if he
had anything to say, Roy claimed
he had been “framed”.

“All the allegations are false.
I'mimplicated.'minnocent but
I'm not allowed to say anything,
['ve been tortured, beaten and
forced to sign papers,” he said.

Intheir arguments before the
court, the CBI — that probed the
case — argued for capital punish-
ment, saying that the incident
“shook the entire country”.

“The victim was a young
doctor on duty for the last 36
hours,” CBI's counsel Anurag
Modi argued. “She was in the
hospital to help patients... She
was a meritorious student... an
asset to society. The offence
shook the entire country. It’s a
gruesome crime... This case
comes under the rarest of rare,
(and) punishment should be
given so that it sets a precedent
and brings some confidence to
society.”

The victim’s family, too, ar-
gued that Roy deserved the
death penalty, saying that he was
a “civic volunteer entrusted with
the welfare of the RG Kar pa-
tients”.

Shejuti Chakraborty, the
counsel for Roy, however, argued
that the death penalty can be
given “only when all doors are
closed and there’s zero scope for
reform”. “Do we know the evi-
dence is sufficient to convict the
person for the rarest of rare
crime? There always lingers a

(doubt) on the absolute truth. I
will move to court for alternative
punishment,” he said.

Soon after the ruling, the vic-
tim’s father said he did not want
compensation. “I want justice for
my daughter,” he said, demand-
ing harsher punishment.

Soon after the ruling, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee in a
post on X said: “I strongly feel
that it is a heinous crime that
warrants capital punishment...
In the RG Kar junior doctor’s rape
and murder case, I'm really
shocked to see that the court
judgment finds that it’s not the
rarest of rare case.”

“Recently, in the last 3-4
months, we have been able to
ensure capital/ maximum pun-
ishment for convicts in such
crimes. Why then has capital
punishment not been awarded
in this case?”

Governor CV Ananda Bose
called for better security meas-
ures for women. According to a
press communiqué from Raj
Bhawan, the Governor empha-
sised that while the judicial pun-
ishment in such cases is impor-
tant, “italone cannot address the
broader societal issues con-
tributing to increasing incidents
of violence against women”.

“Itis imperative that the gov-
ernment implements a robust
and proactive policy to combat
these atrocities and ensure the
safety of women, especially in
sensitive environments such as
medical institutions,” he said,
adding that the Raj Bhavan will
convene a meeting with "all rel-
evant stakeholders" to address
the issue and will bring the rec-
ommendations to the notice of
the government for immediate
appropriate action.

On August 9, the body of the
doctor was found at the seminar
hall of the RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital, triggering
anindefinite strike from doctors.
Aday later, Kolkata Police, which
was initially investigating the
case, arrested Roy:.

The CBI, which took over in
September, framed charges
against Roy on December 4.
During the trial, the CBI relied
heavily on biological evidence,
saying DNA samples and saliva
swabs on the victim’s body
matched that of Roy. The victim,
according to the agency, had put
up a struggle, leaving evidence
of five blunt force injuries on
Roy’s body.

of the hostages in the Middle
East, a task achieved jointly with
the Joe Biden administration.
Biden and Vice President Kamala
Harris both stood up and gave a
standing ovation when he talked
about the hostage deal between
Israel and Hamas.

Trump described himself as
a bulwark against a world that
has been “angry, violent, and to-
tally unpredictable.” “Our golden
age hasjustbegun,” he declared
toanapplauding audience, who
gave him a standing ovation sev-
eral times during his almost half-
an-hour speech, surrounded by
family, friends, tech moguls and
the Washington’s new political
elite of MAGA Republicans.
Former Presidents Bill Clinton,
George W Bush, Barack Obama
were also present in the audi-
ence.

Trump, in his trademark
style, also named China by

claiming that it controlled the
Panama Canal — while a Hong
Kong-based company manages
some ports, while Panama con-
trols the Panama Canal.

Ahead of Trump’s inaugura-
tion, the Quad became the dom-
inant theme of Jaishankar's
meetings with Australian
Foreign Minister Penny Wong
and Japanese Foreign Minister
Takeshi Iwaya in Washington DC
on Sunday. While Jaishankar ref-
erenced Quad in public articula-
tion about both meetings, Wong
described Quad as “an iron-clad
commitment” and the Japanese
Foreign Ministry said discus-
sions were held on “efforts by
the Quad”.

This assumes significance
since Trump was instrumental
inreviving the Quad grouping of
India, Japan, Australia and the US
in November 2017, on the side-
lines of the ASEAN and East Asia

ruptive force, vowing to remake
the federal government and ex-
pressing deep skepticism about
the US-led alliances that have
shaped post-World War Two
global politics.

He returns to Washington
emboldened after winning the
national popular vote over Harris
by more than 2 million votes
thanks to a groundswell of voter
frustration over persistent infla-
tion, though he still fell just short
of a 50% majority.In2016, Trump
won the Electoral College — and
the presidency — despite receiv-
ing nearly 3 million fewer votes
than Hillary Clinton.

Trump, who surpassed Biden
as the oldest president ever to be
sworn into office, will enjoy
Republican majorities in both
chambers of Congress that have
been almost entirely purged of
any intra-party dissenters. His
advisers have outlined plans to
replace nonpartisan bureaucrats
with hand-picked loyalists.

Even before taking office,
Trump established a rival power
center in the weeks after his elec-
tion victory, meeting world lead-
ers and causing consternation by

summits in Manila, Philippines.
This was aimed at forming a
coalition of like-minded coun-
tries to challenge the growing as-
sertive behaviour of Chinain the
Indo-Pacific region.

During his first term, Trump
became the first US President to
name China as a strategic threat
and rival. There is an expectation
that he will continue with his
strategy towards China in the
second term, considering that he
has named China hawks as the
US Secretary of State and
National Security Advisor.

Secretary of State nominee
Marco Rubio is known to be a
China hawk. In July last year, he
had introduced a Bill proposing
that India be treated similarly to
allies like Japan, Israel, South
Korea and NATO partners in
terms of technology transfers.

Rubio had said China contin-
ues to aggressively expand its
domain in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion and seeks to impede the

musing aloud about seizing the
Panama Canal, taking control of
NATO ally Denmark's territory of
Greenland and imposing tariffs
on the biggest US trading part-
ners. His influence has already
been feltin the Israel-Hamas an-
nouncement last week of a
ceasefire deal. Trump, whose en-
voy joined the negotiations in
Qatar, had warned of “hell to pay”
if Hamas did not release its
hostages before the inauguration.

Unlike in 2017, when he filled
many top jobs with institution-
alists, Trump has prioritised
fealty over experience in nomi-
nating a bevy of controversial
cabinet picks, some of whom are
outspoken critics of the agencies
they have been tapped to lead.

The inauguration took place
amid heavy security afteracam-
paign highlighted by anincrease
in political violence that included
two assassination attempts
against Trump.

Trump will be the first felon
to occupy the White House after
aNew York jury found him guilty
of falsifying business records to
cover up hush money paid to a
porn star. REUTERS

sovereignty and autonomy of US
regional partners. His Bill had
said the US-India partnership is
vital to countering influences
from Communist China. It also
advocates enhancing strategic,
diplomatic, economic and mili-
tary ties with New Delhi.

Mike Waltz, set to be the next
NSA, is also an India supporter.
He is the head of the India cau-
cus, and has advocated strength-
ening US defence and security
cooperation with India. He has
criticised China’s trade and eco-
nomic practices and has long
called for reduction of American
dependence on China’s manu-
facturing, and strengthening US
technology.

The choice of key officials on
foreign and national security pol-
icy is a window to the priorities
of the Trump 2.0 administration.
In his first administration, he had
Mike Pompeo, the CIA Director
who became Secretary of State,
who was also tough on China.

e No ‘mystery’ disease behind Rajouri deaths, experts point to pesticide

sources said, have not yet estab-
lished a direct link between the
contaminated water and the
deaths, nor have they determined
the cause of the contamination.

Sources have also confirmed
that a central team, which is cur-
rently in Jammu and Kashmirand
assisting the local administration,
has prima facie ruled out the pos-
sibility of a “mystery disease” out-
break. This, they said, means that
an outbreak caused by a virus or
bacteria has been ruled out.

All the victims, including 14
children, belonged to three fam-
ilies from Baddal village in Rajouri
district.

Sources also confirmed that
the local administration has
passed an order to block and seal
the baoli. “There is an apprehen-
sion that the tribal population of
the village may collect the flow-
ing water of this spring stealth-

e Police station
for lakes, land

these, especially when the city is
facing urban flooding during the
past few years.”

The criticism against the HY-
DRAA police station’s operations,
however, is that several people
who have already been living in
buildings built on encroached
land have no option but to deal
with demolitions which happen
rather quickly. So far, Hyderabad
has seen demolitions of villas,
convention centres and even in-
dividual houses, which were built
on lake beds. Ranganath, how-
ever, said, “Those who have
usurped the land are very influ-
ential people who can fill the
lakebed and construct on top of
that. The police station is going to
be a headache for them”.

With HYDRAA being the
brainchild of CM Revanth Reddy;,
the police station will also be un-
der scrutiny of Opposition parties
in the state, including the BRS and
BJP. HYDRAA'’s powers are being
used to settle political scores, both
parties have alleged. The January
7 Government Order, however,
clearly states: “The police station
will file cases against landgrab-
bers, encroachers and other pub-
lic property damagers...”

Summing up, petitioner
Ramanaiah said, “If such a police
station did not exist, we would
have been doing the rounds of
three police stations in
Hyderabad where we have
lodged land-grab complaints.”

ily,” the order says.

On Saturday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah ordered the
formation of an inter-ministerial
team and directed them to visit
the village, located about 55 km
from Rajouri town, to determine
the exact cause of the deaths in
three incidents over the past six
weeks. The team s led by officials
from the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) and includes representa-
tives from the ministries of
Health, Agriculture, and other de-
partments.

After reaching the village, a
source said, the inter-ministerial
team, along with experts from the
Chemicals and Fertilizers
Ministry, collected water samples
from the area and found traces of
pesticides during their initial ex-
amination.

“For now, the district adminis-
tration has been directed to seal

the baoli and ensure that all vil-
lagers undergo medical examina-
tions,” the source said.

However, the team has not yet
reached afinal conclusion linking
the deaths to a neurotoxin, al-
though it remains one of the pos-
sibilities under investigation.
Neurotoxins are substances that
can damage nerve tissues and
disrupt the normal functioning of
the nervous system.

Earlier, The Indian Express re-
ported that 3,500 samples col-
lected from the region tested neg-
ative for any viruses or bacteria.
Typically, outbreaks are moni-
tored through a network of sur-
veillance teams across the coun-
try. These teams investigate
spikes in diseases such as dengue,
dysentery, food-borne hepatitis,
and clusters of unexplained
symptoms. The data is reported
on a centralised portal, and cen-

tral teams are deployed as needed
to assist states and union territo-
ries in managing outbreaks.

“Ateam of experts that previ-
ously investigated the deaths did
not detect any bacteria or viruses
in the samples. They also exam-
ined the water and food sources,”
said a senior health official.

According to sources familiar
with the matter, the deaths donot
currently constitute a public
health emergency. However, the
local administration, with assis-
tance from the central team, con-
tinues to maintain surveillance.

During outbreaks, central
teams typically work with local
administrations to collect sam-
ples from symptomaticindividu-
als or those who had contact with
the deceased or ill. They also en-
force isolation measures to pre-
vent the spread of disease while
samples are tested.

e Uttarakhand Govt approves UCC rules

departments/services (e.g.,
birth-death registrations, dis-
trict/high courts, etc). These por-
tals are cloud-based and
equipped with disaster recovery
systems.

An official source said: “The
government has set separate
fees for expedited registration
under the Tatkal service. The reg-
istration and termination
process for live-in relationships
has also been simplified.
Termination applications by one
partner will require confirma-
tion from the other partner. In
testamentary succession, wills
canbe uploaded on the portal for
online registration, modification,
revalidation, or revival.”

Extensive training pro-
grammes are being conducted
for the effective implementation
of these provisions, the source
said.

“A state-wide mock drill is
scheduled for January 21.
Additionally, the target is to train
10,000 village development offi-
cers(VDO)under the CSCscheme
by January 24, 2025. District-wise
nodal officers have been ap-
pointed, and a helpline has been
established to address portal-re-
lated queries. For legal queries,
district-level prosecution depart-
ment officers have been desig-
nated,” the source said.

Apart from the portal, the
state government has authorised
Common Service Centres (CSCs)
to facilitate online registration.
In remote and mountainous ar-
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eas where internet accessis lim-
ited, CSC agents will provide
door-to-door services to ensure
that citizens can avail of these fa-
cilities.

In rural areas, Village
Panchayat Development Officers
have been appointed as sub-reg-
istrars to provide registration
services at the local level, ensur-
ing easier access for rural citizens.

The UCC portal has options
for three stakeholders tologin —
the citizens, service centre staff,
and officials. Aadhaar details are
required for signing up.

The list of services the portal
offers includes registration of
marriage, divorce, and live-in
registrations, termination of
live-in relationships, intestate
succession and declaration of le-
gal heirs, testamentary succes-
sions, appeal in cases where ap-
plication is rejected, access to
information, and complaint reg-
istration.

A five-member expert panel
was formed to frame a report,
led by retired judge Ranjana
Prakash Desai, and based on this,
the Uniform Civil Code Bill, 2024,
was passed in the Assembly on
February 7, 2024. The Act was
notified on March 12,2024, after
assent from the President.
Though the committee formed
to draw up rules forimplement-
ing UCC submitted its report to
the government on October 18
and the government planned to
have the UCC in place before
November 9, the state’s 24th

Foundation Day, this could not
happen as the training of staff
was not yet complete.

Meanwhile, the Uttarakhand
Congress Monday wrote to the
state Election Commission seek-
ing action against the BJP for al-
legedly violating the MCC by ap-
proving the UCC rules in a
Cabinet meeting. In a letter to
the poll panel, the Congress said,
“The ruling party is employing
various tactics to influence vot-
ers and blatantly disregarding
the Model Code of Conduct en-
forced in the state. In this regard,
today, Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami, violating the
Model Code of Conduct, held a
cabinet meeting in Dehradun
and approved the regulations
for the UCC.”

The letter condemned itasan
“unconstitutional move by the
state government” and de-
manded that the Election
Commission take immediate ac-
tion to stop the violations.

“The Congress Party consid-
ers this a direct violation of the
Model Code of Conduct and de-
mands that such actions by the
government be immediately
halted and that they be directed
toadhere to the Code... Pushkar
Singh Dhami government con-
vened a cabinet meeting, ap-
proved the regulations for the
Uniform Civil Code, and publi-
cised it widely in direct violation
of the principles of the Model
Code of Conduct in a democ-
racy,” it said.

e Trump will change rules of game

Trump did not announce any
specific tariffs on trade but reaf-
firmed the commitment to tax-
ing imports to promote domes-
tic manufacturing. He also
unveiled plans to establish an
External Revenue Service to
complement the Internal
Revenue Service that collects in-
come taxes at home.

Trump also reversed
American policies on constrain-
ing growth to protect the envi-
ronment and prevent climate
change. Highlighting the impor-
tance of reducing inflation, con-
cerns about which have been at
the heart of wide-ranging sup-
port he got in the elections,
Trump declared that he is gut-
ting climate controls and un-
leashing America’s energy pro-
duction, including the drilling of
the “liquid gold” wunder
American soil.

Trump promised to rebuild
the US economy, renew tradi-
tional American values, reclaim
American sovereignty, regain
control over borders, restore
America’s global primacy, and
reinvigorate American leader-
ship in the outer space frontier,
including the planet Mars.

Trump highlighted his aver-
sion to wars abroad and prom-
ised to be a “peacemaker.” For
Trump, defending America’s
borders from alien invasion and
securing America’s citizens from
criminal gangs is more impor-
tant than defending nations in
distant lands. He is ready to de-
ploy American armed forces to
achieve these tasks at home
rather than pursue military ad-
ventures abroad.

That does not mean Trump is
willing to give up his assertive
claims on the Panama Canal.
Trump omitted any references to
Canada and Greenland but an-
nounced plans to rename the
Gulf of Mexico as ‘Gulf of
America’. Contrary to wide-
spread criticism, Trump is notan
isolationist but will pick his
fights carefully and decisively
where he believes American in-
terests are clear and tangible.

Much like his near magical
comeback to power, Trump
hopes to propel America to-
wards the pole position in the in-
ternational system. All major in-
terlocutors of Washington - both
friends and foes - must prepare
to engage with an America that
is quite different from the one

that they have been familiar
with since the Second World
War.

India, which has seen its re-
lationship with the United States
steadily rise along an upward arc
over the last two decades, must
now prepare to deal with a
transactional Trump, whois de-
termined to put America First.

Some policymakers in Delhi
might feel Trump’s hardball re-
alism will be easier to engage
with than the liberal hypocrisy
and condescension that has long
marked US foreign policy. With
Trump, it would seem, what you
see is what you get.

Yet Delhi will have challenges
ahead, especially on trade and
immigration. It will have to tem-
per its tendency to take the rela-
tionship for granted and marshal
all its negotiating skills at give
and take in advancing ties with
an assertive Washington under
Trump. Internal reform in India
could be critical in dealing with
the many consequences of
Trump’s radical solutions to
“Making America Great Again.”

In acting quickly and deci-
sively on several complex issues,
Trump is keeping his word not
to waste even a moment this
time around. It is also perhaps
practical since he will become
lame duck after the mid-term
elections set for November 2026.
The focus will then turn to the
race for presidency in 2028 and
the election of Trump’s succes-
SOT.

Trump, then, is ready to go
full tilt for the next two years. His
speech and the decisions today
suggested there is no holding
back. Although sceptics, includ-
ing liberals, environmentalists,
and human rights activists, will
denounce the talk of a “golden
age,” Trump can count, at least
for now, on expansive domestic
support-from the corporate and
tech titans, the working classes,
and social conservatives. Trump
also pointed to the growing sup-
port among the Black and
Hispanic minorities for his
agenda.

Trump has sounded the bu-
gle for prolonged battle against
liberal hegemony that has long
dominated America’s domestic
and foreign policy. Given its
global weight, America’s inter-
nal war will inevitably envelop
America’s relations with the rest
of the world.

¢ J&K statehood awaited

get much work done for a variety
of reasons, including the security
situation.

Sources at the Centre said the
panchayat polls were earlier de-
layed as the government wanted
to hold them after the Assembly
elections had been conducted. A
commission’s report on reserva-
tion to other backward classes in
the local bodies is also awaited.

However, an official said: “The
Centreis keenon elections to pan-
chayats and other local bodies. It
is among the key thrusts of
changes that the Centre intends to
bringin J&K.”

In his maiden address to the
newly elected J&K Assembly in
November last year, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha said:
“Panchayati Raj Institutions and
Urban Local Bodies will be
strengthened by conducting elec-
tions at alllevels, for ensuring peo-
ples’ participation in decision-
making.”

Under the J&K Panchayati Raj
Act and Rules, it is the “govern-
ment” which notifies the holding
of elections for panchayats and
DDCs in consultation with the
“Election Authority”. However,
there is continuing lack of clarity

on powers of the governmentand
RajBhavan in J&K; in the absence
of clearance of business rules by
the Centre.

InPuducherry,another Union
Territory with a Legislature,
whose model was used as basis
for the J&ICReorganisation Act, the
power to recommend notification
of the panchayat and local body
elections lies with the elected gov-
ernment, which then sends it to
the LG for approval. Panchayat
elections in Puducherry though
have not happened since 2006
because of litigation.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah often credits the Modi gov-
ernment with “bringing democ-
racy” to J&K via elections, includ-
ing for panchayats in 2019, giving
the people “35,000 representa-
tives” at the grassroots level, and
for the DDCs in December 2020.

Shah says that by doing this,
the Modi government had broken
the power of “three families...
who held democracy in Kashmir
to ransom”, and would not allow
panchayat elections.

The DDCs were envisaged to
fill the political vacuum in J&K fol-
lowing the abrogation of Article
370in August 2019.

e Saif attack accused

have travelled across a few dis-
tricts in West Bengal for a few
weeks. He tried to make an
Aadhaar card but failed to do so,
said sources.

According to sources, Shariful
Islam told the police that he had
studied till Class 12 in Bangladesh,
has two brothers, and came to
India in search of employment. He
claimed that he crossed the Dawki
river, on the India-Bangladesh
border in Meghalaya, to enter
India.InIndia, he allegedly used a
fake identity as Vijay Das.

After a few weeks in West
Bengal, he came to Mumbai,
where he chose to work at places
where documents were not re-
quired. A labour contractor, Amit
Pandey, helped him get house-
keeping work in pubs and hotels
in Worli and Thane, said sources.

During questioning, Shariful
Islam first claimed he was a resi-
dent of Kolkata, police said. On go-
ing through his cellphone, police
found several calls made on
Bangladesh numbers. He had also
used mobile apps to make calls to
his family in Bangladesh, police
sources said. Police then made
him call his family, and he spoke
to one of his brothers in

Bangladesh, from whom they got
his identity documents. The doc-
uments confirmed his
Bangladeshi nationality.

Police sources said before en-
tering Khan’s building, Shariful
Islam made afailed attempt toen-
ter anearby bungalow of another
Bollywood superstar. He fled after
the dogs there barked at him. The
attempt was captured on CCTV
cameras, but the visuals are not
very clear, said sources. A police
officer said they have not received
any complaint in this regard.

Police sources said the accused
was armed with aknife and some
tools when he went to Khan'’s
house. After fleeing from Khan's
house, he sleptin a garden near a
college in Bandra and also
changed his clothes, said sources.

He was eventually caught hid-
ing in the mangroves in Thane at
around 2 am on Sunday — aftera
manhunt that involved tracking
CCTV footage and an online pay-
ment he made at a food stall.

Khan was seriously injured in
the break-in at his residence on
January 16, between 2 am and
2.30am. He was stabbed multiple
times during an alleged failed rob-
bery attempt.
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Arms racket busted, 3 involved in Pragati tunnel robbery held

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

THREE MEN, who were also in-
volved in the 2023 Pragati
Maidan Tunnel robbery, have
been arrested as the Delhi Police
busted an interstate illegal

High Court seeks
police response
on AAP MLA
Naresh Balyan’s
bail petition

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE HIGH Court on Monday
sought a status report from Delhi
Police on AAP MLA Naresh
Balyan’s regular bail pleainacase
filed against him under the strin-
gent Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA).

Balyan pointed out, through
his counsel, that he was arrested
under the MCOCA case immedi-
ately after he was granted bail in
an extortion case, and requested
bail, saying he wanted to partici-
patein the poll process as his wife
is contesting in the Assembly
polls. “Two co-accused have just
given my reference butI don’t
have any case with them at all.
Anyone can say anything against
me.Innone of the casesI'manac-
cused with them... I understand
they have the power to arrest any-
one,accuse anyone...He(Balyan)
himself has filed complaints
against the same gang... noteven
a single day of custody should be
given in this case...I'm a sitting
MLA. Please grant me interim bail.
I'mnota criminal... Atleast,Ican
come out and participate in the
elections,” said senior advocate
Vikas Pahwa, appearing for
Balyan. Justice Vikas Mahajan is-
sued notice to the prosecution,
seeking a status report from the
police, with next hearing on
January 23.

A Delhi court on January 15
denied bail to Balyan in the
MCOCA case. Balyan was arrested
onNovember 30,2024, in connec-
tion with an extortion case, and
was granted bail on December 4
but wasarrested ina separate case
under MCOCA.

firearms supply network, offi-
cials said on Monday.

An official said that police
have recovered five semi-auto-
matic pistols, six country-made
pistols, and 28 live cartridges
from the accused.

Raja Banthia, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (North

Delhi), on Monday informed
that the Special Staff, under the
supervision of its in charge, in-
spector Rohit Saraswat and ACP
(Operations Cell) Anil Kumar, ar-
rested Kuldeep aka Lungad (27),
Praveen (46), and Julfigar aka
Hazi Guddu (52) for allegedly
supplyingillegal firearms across

Delhi, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. “The investigation was
triggered by a tip-off about
Kuldeep, who was planning a
robbery with a firearm. On
December 15, 2024, the police
raided his residence in Burari,
and arrested him with a semi-
automatic pistol,” he said.
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4 DECISION

BJP & Congress field

Dalit candidates from

general category seats

Fielding Dalits from general seats of Ayodhya and Meerut
in Lok Sabha polls had brought SPrich electoral dividends

DEEPTIMANTIWARY &
JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

IN AN election preceded by
pitched battles between the BJP-
led NDA and the Opposition over
thelegacy of BRAmbedkarinthe
Parliament, the BJP and the
Congress appear to have taken a
leaf out of the Samajwadi Party
(SP) book to woo Dalits ahead of
the February 5 polls in Delhi.

Both parties have fielded Dalit
candidates from general category
seats — a formula that helped the
SP reap rich dividends in last
year's Lok Sabha polls - in more
than the 12 constituencies re-
served for Scheduled Castes (SC)
in the Capital.

The BJP, which has been work-
ing overtime to woo Dalits follow-
ing its underwhelming perform-
ance in the Lok Sabha polls, has
fielded two Dalit candidates from
non-reserved seats — both
Muslim-majority constituencies
and located in the heart of Old
Delhi — on the basis of their "per-
formance and popularity".

The Congress, which has
made “saving the Constitution” its
key electoral narrative in succes-
sive polls, has fielded one Dalit
candidate from a non-SC seat.

The AAP is the only key party
that has fielded Dalit candidates
from only reserved seats. Notably,
a few weeks ago, the party re-
leased an Al-generated video of
Ambedkar blessing AAP national
convenor and former CM Arvind
Kejriwal.

Delhi has 12 seats reserved for
the SC community. But while the
BJPhasfielded 14 Dalit candidates,
the Congress has fielded 13.
Generally, most major parties field
Dalit candidates only from re-
served constituencies.

The Dalit candidates given
ticket by the BJP from general
seats are Deepti Indora from Matia
Mahal and Kamal Bagri from
Ballimaran. From the Congress,
Aruna Kumari is contesting from
Narela, a non-reserved seat.

-. 1

m (Clockwise
from top left)
*v DeeptiIndora,
~ Kamal Bagri,
Aruna Kumari

Indora was fileded by BJP as a
probable in the 2022 MCD elec-
tions from the Delhi Gate ward,
which falls under the MatiaMahal
constituency but had lost to AAP's
Kiran Bala by a little over 1700
votes. Bagri, on the other hand, is
a sitting councillor from Ram
Nagar ward -- part of Ballimaran -
-which he had wonwithamargin
of more than 2,300 votes.

The development underlines
BJP’s recognition of its inability to
keepits Dalit supportintactin the
Lok Sabha polls despite having
worked hard over the years toap-
propriate Ambedkar.

The SP-Congress combine had
stunned the BJPin Lok Sabha polls,
winning 43 seats in Uttar Pradesh
against the NDA’s 36. Compared
to the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, BJP
hadlost 30 seatsithad in the state.
Thislossled to the BJPfalling short
of the majority in the Lok Sabha.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
leaders across party lines sought
toattribute their respective ticket
distribution-related decisions on
reserved constituencies to “dy-
namic changes” in the demo-
graphic profile of the city and the
popularity of the candidates that
they had chosen to field irrespec-
tive of whether or not they be-
longed to the SC category.

“Both Deeptiji and Kamalji are
popular in the constituencies
from where they have been
fielded owing to their experience
as councillors and delivering on
local development projects. Their
effectiveness as officials elected to
a public office is more significant
than their caste,” a senior BJP

leader said.

The AAP's sole criteria, accord-
ing to an insider, was the same -
the popularity of the candidate.
“Irrespective of which party they
belonged to earlier or their caste,
we have given tickets to deserv-
ing candidates based on winnabil-
ity,” the insider said.

The Congress said its decision
was also guided by "experience
and popularity over everything
else”."Arunajiisastrong candidate
on the seat (Narela). She has rep-
resented it as a councillor some
years ago and is seen as someone
who can deliver development,” a
senior Congress leader said.

One of the key reasons for this
was deft social engineering by the
SP.It fielded two Dalit candidates
from general seats in Meerut and
Ayodhya in the Lok Sabha polls. It
even ended up winning the
Ayodhya seat much to the embar-
rassment of the BJP, which had
gone into polls riding on the eu-
phoria over inauguration of Ram
Temple in January that year.

In the backdrop of the narra-
tive that the NDA would change
the Constitution if it crossed the
400-mark and the dwindling
popularity of Mayawati-led BSP,
this move sentamessage to Dalits
that the SP was ready to give rep-
resentational space to Dalits be-
yond the constitutional mandate.
Dalits are said to have voted for the
SPin significant measure, in turn,
hurting the BJP.

The national political discourse
since has revolved around the
Constitution with the Congress
and the BJP sparring over who has
done more damage toit.

The BJP-Congress move also
comes at a time when Dalit par-
ties such as the BSP and the
Chandrashekhar-led ASP(KR)are
putting in considerable political
energy in Delhi polls. While the
BSP is contesting on all seats, ASP
(KR) has declared candidates for
16 seats that fall on the UP-Delhi
border. ASP (KR) has even prom-
ised that if it emerges as a king-
maker, it will ensure Constitution
is taught in all Delhi schools.

Kejriwal neglected allocation of 50K flats
built by Centre, says BJP; AAP rejects claim

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

ACCUSING HIM of “obstinacy”
and "espousing double stan-
dards”, the BJP on Monday
claimed that former Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal deliberately neg-
lected the allocation of around
50,000 flats constructed by the
Centre to the Capital's poor.
Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva and northwest Delhi
MP Yogendra Chandolia visited
Bawana, among other locations,
where such flats had been con-
structed, criticising the AAP gov-
ernment for “wasting public
money.” “Today, we inspected the
dilapidated flats, which area con-
sequence of Kejriwal’s obstinacy
and political rivalry, thereby ex-

JAN SABHA

posing his double standards,”
Sachdeva said on Monday.
Chandolia, accusing the AAP
government of “injustice toward
the underprivileged” citizens,
said, “Kejriwal did not deliver on
what he promised and only acted
in ways that were detrimental
during his tenure."
Highlighting how the flats’
walls had collapsed due to a lack
of maintenance and their prem-
ises covered with dense over-
growth of wild plants and weeds,
Sachdeva accused the AAP gov-
ernment of “squandering public
funds”, adding that 50,000 flats
were “left to deteriorate” solely
because Kejriwal “insisted on re-
naming the flats after himself”
and sought personal credit for the
Central government's project.
“The Central government al-

located around Rs 12,000 crore
for constructing these flats for
sanitation workers and the poor.
However, even after being elected
as the CM thrice, Kejriwal has
neglected theirallocation and in-
stead made hollow promises of
new flats...once a BJP-led govern-
ment comes to power in Delhi,
the party will repair these flats
just as the Central government
has built solid houses for 4 crore
citizens across India,” Sachdeva
added.

Responding to the allegations,
the AAP hit back, saying that the
flats were constructed much be-
fore its government came to
power in Delhi and a “conflict
(was) created by the Central gov-
ernment” regarding the alloca-
tion even as the flats were ready
“for many years”.

@ 2025

Heard at GK: ‘AAP fulfilled basic needs of bijl,

sadak & paani... Bharadwaj is available for us’

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

AGROUP of old men and women
are sitting outside their homesin
Kalkaji, soaking in the rare sunon
Monday morning.

Suddenly, slogans rent the air
and a flurry of activity explodes
as Saurabh Bharadwaj, the
Health Minister of Delhi and MLA
from Greater Kailash Assembly
constituency, walks in.

He touches the feet of a few
people and greets the others in-
side the DDA flats' complex. As
soon as he reaches] block, a huge
crowd of men rush to greet him
with folded hands near Budh
Vihar, a Buddhist temple at DDA
flats. He says “Dhyan rakhiyega”.

Greater Kailash constituency
has 1.88 lakh voters, including
99,050 men, 89,305 women and
9 third gender voters. It houses
people from middle income and
upper middle income groups.

Bharadwaj (45) is the three-
time MLA from the constituency.
In 2013, he had defeated Ajay
Kumar Malhotra of BJP. Prior to
Ajay, BJP’s Vijay Kumar Malhotra
had won the seat. In 2020,
Bhardwaj was re-elected from
GK for the third time. He defeated
BJP's Shikha Roy by a margin of
16,809 votes. Rai, a BJP council-
lor, is going up against him again
this time.

As Bharadwaj walks in the
stress of DDA flats area in Kalkaji
with a few party workers, the
street is reverberating with songs
like 'Delhi ki janta ke kaam karta
hai' and 'Fir laayenge Kejriwal'
from a speaker being carried by
an AAP worker.

According to YK Singh (68),a
Budha Vihar resident, Bharadwaj
has done enough in the area. He
got roads constructed, improved
street lights and installed CCTV
cameras,among others. “He used
to come here every Wednesday
to meet us,” Singh says.

—rag
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AAP MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj campaigns on Monday. Abhinav Saha

However, Shehnaz Kaur does
not agree. Maintaining that she
will not vote for anyone, she says,
“They have not given me widow
pension despite my repeated
requests.”

When Bharadwaj crossed her
street, Shehnaz could not meet
him. She says she got to know
about his visit late and was look-
ing to meet him but he left in a
hurry.

As Bharadwaj reaches Lblock,
there are several requests from
the elderly to get the trees
pruned or cut. “This is causing us
a lot of trouble because we are
not getting enough vitaminD. It's
not safe either. The sunlight does-
n't penetrate these trees,” saysan
elderly resident.

Bharadwaj explains that
while due to a high court order,
trees cannot be felled but he will

look into the matter.

A group of elderly women
gather around him to inquire
about the Mahila Samman
Yojana and the widow pension
scheme of the AAP. “You can
come to my office, I will ask my
people to look into your issues,”
he says.

“Ek hi pension milegi...,” he
tells an elderly woman, who says
that she retired from govern-
ment service and also gets her
service pension.

Bharadwaj believes his con-
nection with his constituents
gives him an edge. “The conver-
sation here is about the work
done by me compared to the BJP
candidate. Here, the Congress got
2% votes in 2015 and 3% in 2020.
They are insignificant,” he says.

“The contender from BJP is a
second-time councilor from GK

1 ward. People have seen her
work for the last eight years and
people have seen my work for
the last 11 years as MLA...I say to
them thatIdon't want to getinto
the tu-tu main main of politics. I
justwant to tell you that you have
seen our work and behaviour
and how I deal with people and
RWAs (resident welfare associa-
tions) and how she deals with
people and RWAs. I can say with
all humility and responsibility
that 80%... and at some places
probably 90%... of the work is
done by the MLA.”

“Even MCD works, supposed
to be done by the councillor... for
example fixing internal roads...
have been done by me,” he told
The Indian Express.

As he moves to the next block
in Kalkaji, the former software
engineer comes across 80-year-

old R K Mehta, a retired defence
employee.  Mehta  asks
Bharadwaj to help him waive off
his water bill of Rs 70,000. The
minister promises to lookinto it.
Mehta’s friend D S Arora(71)
says AAP has managed to fulfill
the basic needs of bijli, sadak and
paani. Praising Bharadwaj, Arora
says that the minister is available
for people and visits the area of-
ten. “He also got all the parks re-
vamped in our area,” he says.
However, Sulabha Basarkar
(70) and Shanti Devi (48) from
the same block say there is
sewage is an issue here and the
whole area gets flooded with
gutter water during the mon-
soon. “We will complain when
he meets us,” says Shanti.
Sulabha, meanwhile, complains
that she applied for a widow
pension but couldn't get it.

Women at core of many poll promises, but most
neglected when it comes to being given tickets

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

FROM AAP'S Mahila Samman
Rashi scheme, Congress's Piyari
Didi Yojna to BJP's Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana, women are at
the centre of the electoral cam-
paign of the three key parties in
the run-up to the February 5 polls.
However, when it comes to field-
ing women candidates, all three
parties leave much to be desired
- among the 210 candidates
fielded by them to contest from
the 70 seats, only 25 are women.

Ofthe 210 candidates, at9, B]P
and Congress have fielded the
maximum number of women
candidates. Congress has fielded
only seven. Many of the candi-
dates come from strong political
backgrounds or political families.

The AAP has repeated seven
woman candidates from the 2020
polls, including Chief Minister
Atishi, Rakhi Bidlan, Parmila
Tokas, Dhanwati Chandela,
Bandana Kumar and Sarita Singh.
Of the remaining two, Anjana
Parcha is a new face, while Pooja
Balyan is wife of MLA Naresh

Women candidates in fray: 25

= AAP:9

Atishi
Kalkaji

Pooja
Balyan
Uttam Nagar

' A
i e

Parmila
Tokas
R KPuram

B Bandana Kumar,
Shalimar Bagh
M Preeti Tomar, Tri Nagar

B Dhanwati Chandela,
Rajouri Garden

M Anjana Parcha, Trilok Puri

Rakhi
Bidlan
Madipur

M Sarita Singh, Rohtash Nagar |

2015 polls: 19 women candidates
Congress: 5

AAP: 6

BJP:9

o
-
% =
s y 1]

Rekha Poonam
Gupta Sharma
ShalimarBagh Wazirpur

A - /U
ShikhaRai  Priyanka
Greater Gautam
Kailash Kondli
M DeeptiIndora, Matia Mahal
M Urmila Kailash Gangwal,
Madipur
M Shweta Saini, Tilak Nagar
B Neelam Pahlwan,
Najafgarh

BJP: 8 AAP:9

M Kumari Rinku, Seelampur |

% CONGRESS:7
2

= Y

Ragini Aruna
Nayak Kumari
Wazirpur Narela
e, |
1
u
e
- LY
Alka Ariba
Lamba Khan
Kalkaji Okhla
M Sushma Yadav,
Najafgarh
. HHarbani Kaur,
- Janakpuri
. mPushpaSingh,
Mehrauli

2020 polls: 24 women candidates
Congress: 10

BJP: 5

Balyan, contesting from Uttam
Nagar. Balyan was arrested re-
cently for allegedly having links
with gangster Kapil Sangwan.

The AAP would have topped
the list of parties fielding the most
number of women, but last week,
it had replaced Raj Kumari Dhillon
from Hari Nagar with MCD coun-
cillor Surinder Sethia. The BJP,
meanwhile, has given ticket to
Rekha Gupta, Poonam Sharma,
Deepti Indora, Urmila Kailash
Gangwal, Shweta Saini, Neelam
Pahlwan, Shikha Rai, Priyanka
Gautam and Kumari Rinku.

Congress's Okhla candidate
AribaKhan's fatheris former MLA
Asif Mohammad Khan. While an-
other party candidate, Alka
Lamba, is a popular face, former
MLA Ragini Nayak was
spokesperson the of AICC.

In the 2020 polls, 24 women
were fielded by the three parties -
with Congress fielding the maxi-
mum at 10. In the 2015 polls, 19
women were fielded by the three
parties — BJP fielded the maxi-
mum at 8. Of the total voters in
Delhi, there are 71,73,952 women
— about 43% - as per data shared
by the Delhi CEO.

Kejriwal focuses on ]()bs for youth, warns agalnst voting for BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

AAP NATIONAL convenor Arvind
Kejriwal, while addressing his
first Jan Sabha in East Delhi’s
Vishwas Nagar Assembly con-
stituency, announced that if the
AAP is voted to power in Delhi
again, his top priority would be
to provide employment oppor-
tunities to youngsters.

"The biggest work I am going
to do is on employment. [ will
arrange employment for our
youngsters. Providing employ-
ment to our youngsters will be
my top priority,” Kejriwal said.

He also highlighted the
achievements of his party's gov-
ernment in Delhi over the last 10
years, including providing free

electricity, water and quality
healthcare to people, as well as
improving the condition of gov-
ernment schools.

For the last 12 years, Vishwas
Nagar has remained out of AAP’s
reach, voting for BJP’'s Om
Prakash Sharma three consecu-
tive times since 2013. This time,
AAP has again fielded Deepak
Singhal, a local face, who lost to
Sharma in 2020 by a margin of
16,457 votes.

Addressing the gathering,
Kejriwal said, “In Delhi, electric-
ity up to 200 units is free. From
200 to 400 units, one has to pay
only Rs 800. In Gujarat, for 400
units, there will be a bill of Rs
4,500..”

“If you press the wrong but-
ton by mistake, you will get elec-
tricity bills worth thousands,” he

rye,

At the Jan Sabha addressed by Arvind Kejriwal (right) on Monday. Tashi Tobgyal
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warned the gathering.

Kejriwal further warned the
voters against supporting the BJP,
claiming that if they vote for the
saffron party, it will shut down
the mohalla clinics, stop the free
bus rides for women and "you
will have to pay for bus tickets".

He also slammed the BJP
over the alleged breakdown of
law and order in Delhi and asked
the residents what has the party
done for them.

“We have a half government
in Delhi. Rest of the half is with
the BJP. In 2014, you gave half
power to us, half power to
them... | have listed so many of
my achieverments. Tell me what
has the BJP done with its half
government.”

“Name one work that they
have done. They have done noth-
ing. You gave them one (work) -
law and order. Today, a gang war
is going on in Delhi's streets.
Women can't go out of their
houses. Traders get extortion
calls... Now they are saying 'give
us all of Delhi'. How do we give
you Delhi?" he asked..

Promising to replace all of
Delhi’s old sewer lines if AAP re-
turns to power, he said, “I have
got to know that many areas are
facing problems related to sew-
ers. I will focus on this person-
ally.”

An elderly woman, who has
come to listen to Kejriwal, said
she was confident that Singhal
will win. “Deepak hi jeetega, Om
Prakash ne toh koi kaam nahi
karaya idhar,” she added.

Kamal Sharma, a 35-year-old
teacher, also said that AAP will
win from Vishwas Nagar this
time. “There are only three mo-
halla clinics in Vishwas Nagar,
when there should have been
16,” he said, adding that mohalla
clinic initiative has been stalled
in the constituency, as it was rep-
resented by the BJP.
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Police plan for polhng
day: 11lakh jawans
on duty heightened

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

WITH MORE than 1 lakh security
personnel on duty, the Delhi
Police have come up with elabo-
rate arrangements to conduct
polling for Assembly elections in
13,033 booths spread across the
Capital as the city votes on
February 5.

Heightened security presence
at 162 border points that connect
Delhi with Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, and additional support
of drones mounted with cameras
for429 sensitive or critical polling
stations are in special focus, said
officials.

The CCTV facility, sources said,
will be available in and around all
the booths on the day of voting.

The booths that have been de-
clared sensitive or critical are on
the basis of a detailed security sur-
vey, sources revealed, adding that
amajority of these 429 polling sta-
tions are located in North East,
South East, and Outer districts of
Delhi.

Asserting that an elaborate
plan has been drawn up to con-

duct free and fair elections in
Delhi, a senior police officer said,
“There will be at least two layers
of security at each polling station.
Each booth will also be manned
with security personnel.”

Apart from Delhi Police's 45
thousand personnel and 15 thou-
sand men of the Home Guards,
250 companies of Border Security
Forces, Central Reserve Police
Force, Sashastra Seema Bal
(check), and Central Industrial
Security Force will be on duty.

Of the 162 border points,
around 100 connect Delhi with
Haryana while the rest connect
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh. At each
such checkpoint, six security per-
sonnel are to be deployed, includ-
ing at least four personnel of the
Central forces. The Delhi Police
have also decided to set up ran-
dom checkpoints inside the city.

A team of Cyber Police has
beenasked to keep awatch on so-
cial media platforms. Sources said
the police are keeping a tab on vi-
olations of the Model Code of
Conductand also the parties have
been told not to indulge in 'deep-
fake' or any Al-generated photos
or videos.

POLL CODE VIOLATIONS

Action taken between Jan 7 and Jan 19 by Delhi Police

Casesregistered* | 397

Unlicensed arms/ '+ 212and 295,

cartridges seized . respectively

Seizure of liquor - 36,223 litres worth
. overX1crore

Drugs seized . 74.85 kg, worth 15 crore
. *+1,200injections

Cash seized - 3,09,09,925

Silver . 37.39kg

Arrests made™** 14,183

*for violating Model Code of Conduct
“*under provisions of preventive action and other acts

HURLING ABUSES IS BJP MANIFESTO: AAP

Rahul & Kejriwal stand
together on issues of
national security: Thakur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE BJP on Monday accused
both the AAP and the Congress
of being on the wrong side
when it came to issues of na-
tional security ranging from the
surgical strike to Afzal Guru's
hanging. Former union Minister
Anurag Thakur and Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva al-
leged that Congress
and the AAP “have
shown the same posi-
tion, with Rahul
Gandhi and Arvind
Kejriwal "standing to-
gether” on suchissues.

Guru, who had attacked
Parliament. However, whose
NGOs came forward to seek
clemency for him? Whose rel-
atives and parents were in-
volved in this? The people of
Delhi demand an answer. Will
Atishi and Arvind Kejriwal re-
main silent or speak up?” he
asked.

AAP chief spokesperson
Priyanka Kakkar hit back, accus-
ing the BJP of having “no vision,
no agenda or CM face for
Delhi.” “They’re facing a
leadership drought and
are panicking. When
asked about their vision
for Delhi, BJP's only re-
sponse is to abuse

“The AAP had come DEZ%glgN Arvind Kejriwal. When
into power by speak- | DELHI — asked who their Chief

ing against Congress's
corruption, but today
their brand ‘AAP’ stands for
‘Arajakta’ (anarchy), ‘Algavvad’
(separatism), and ‘Atankwad’
(terrorism). They are known
for spreading rumours and of-
fering shelter to criminals,”
Thakur alleged.

“The nation was awaiting
the death sentence for Afzal

Minister candidate is,
they say, 'Kejriwal is a
crook." When asked about their
vision, they respond, 'Kejriwal
is a Naxalite." 'Kejriwal is a ter-
rorist"...This is BJP’s manifesto.
They proudly claim their planis
to hurl abuses at Arvind
Kejriwal. Will abusing Arvind
Kejriwal solve Delhi’s prob-
lems?” she asked.
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PoLL FEVER

Punjab Chief Minister and AAP leader Bhagwant Mann campaigns for party's Model Town candidate, Akhilesh Pati Tripathi,
in New Delhi on Monday. Tashi Tobgyal

In two weeks before poll announcement,
nearly 4,000 police personnel transferred

ALOKSINGH
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

IN THE run-up to the February 5
Delhi elections, nearly 4,000 po-
lice personnel, including 14
deputy commissioners of police
(DCPs), 55 inspectors, out of
which 30 are station house offi-
cers(SHOs), were transferred over
a fortnight ending on January 7.
Around 1,000 new recruits have
also been deployed.

Most of these transfers took
place between January 1and 7.0n
January 7, the Election
Commission (EC) had announced
the poll schedule for the Capital.

Last November, the EChad di-
rected the National Capital
Territory of Delhi to transfer offi-
cers deployed at their home dis-
tricts or those who had completed
three years in a district. Indian
Police Service (IPS) officers, SHOs
or inspectors from a department
or unit are usually transferred
every two years.

Ten months after his appoint-
ment as Special Commissioner
(Vigilance), an order dated
January 2 relieved Robin Hibu, a
1993-batch IPS officer, of his
charge. Hibu, who has been ap-
pointed as Special Commissioner
(Public Transport Safety Division),
has been replaced by Viplav
Kumar Choudhry, a 1997-batch
IPS officer on deputation from the
CBI. A transfer order dated
December 26, 2024, shifted nine
IPS (Indian Police Services) and
three DANIPS (Delhi, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands,
Lakshadweep, Daman and Diu,
and Dadra and Nagar Haveli Police
Services) officers. Among those
transferred is Rakesh Paweriya, a
2012-batch IPS officer, who was
relieved as DCP (North East
District), within two months of his
posting. He has been transferred
to Delhi Police Headquarters at
present.

Apoorva Gupta, a 2013-batch
IPS officer, was shifted to the
Crime Branch this January, a year

Posing as Army veteran,
UPSC board member,
man dupes father & son

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

WHEN SAIYAM Maini ex-
pressed his desire to join the
armed forces in 2018, his father
Varinder Maini zeroed in on
Defense Career Academy to
train his son for the National
Defence Academy and Naval
Academy examination.

But a mathematics teacher
at the academy, Sanjeev Jha,
who claimed to a board mem-
ber of UPSC - which conducts
the examination — and an Army
veteran, made them an even
better offer. He allegedly took
more than Rs 7 lakh to get
Saiyam a place in the National
Defence Academy without sit-
ting for the exam, and then fled
with the money.

On the run never since, Jha
was arrested on January 18 from
his hideout at Vasundhara in
Ghaziabad. The arrest came af-
ter the Delhi Police received a
tip-off about his location.

According to the police, Jha,a
BSc graduate and a teacher from
Patna, got married in 2003 and
has two children. Not able to

sustain his family on a teacher’s
paycheck, he, along with a cou-
ple of his associates, started pos-
ing as members of the UPSCand
promised to get candidates se-
lected even if they skipped the
NDA exam, an officer said. The
police said he also claimed to be
a retired Armyman who could
reserve seats for candidates.
Additional CP (Crime
Branch)Sanjay Kumar Sain said,
“He revealed that he was ar-
rested ina cheating case and af-
ter being granted bail, had gone
into hiding, as he was being pur-
sued by various law enforce-
ment agencies, including the
Haryana and Rajasthan Police.”
The cheating case was regis-
tered at Ranjit Nagar police sta-
tion. It was based on a complaint
filed on November 11, 2020, by
Varinder Maini, police said.
According to the FIR, be-
tween 2018 and December
2019, Varinder took loans of
more than Rs 7 lakh from his sis-
ter to pay Sanjeev and his asso-
ciates — Mukesh Jha, Kalsiand R
K Sinha. Later, Varinder came to
know from Defense Career
Academy that none of Jha’s as-
sociates were part of the UPSC.

24-year-old held for blackmailing student by
threatening to leak Al-generated fake nudes

Used fast food
vendor’s QR
code for payment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

“LISTEN... I need a favour”. A
seemingly innocuous message
onInstagram allegedly landed a
college student in Delhi in trou-
ble as she accepted a follow re-
quest by an unknown user who
ended up blackmailing her by
threatening to leak her Al-gen-
erated fake nudes, said police.
Nikhil, the 24-year-old ac-
cused who was arrested on
Sunday, allegedly pretended to
be a woman on social media to
win the trust of the college stu-

dent he was targeting, said
officials, adding that a clever
yet crude plot unfolded with
his arrest.

The accused allegedly used
an Al-enabled app to manipulate
the victim'’s profile picture, said
police, which he shared with her
during the chats. Detailed analy-
sis of Instagram chats and the
metadata provided by Meta, of-
ficials underlined, led to the
identification of a phone num-
ber linked to his fake account.

Surveillance revealed the
number was active in Harsh
Vihar in North East Delhi and
further investigation uncovered
that the accused had shareda QR
code with the victim for pay-
ment. The accused had listed a
chow mein vendor near his res-
idence as an intermediary for
payments. He had asked his vic-
tim to allegedly transfer money

via a QR code linked to the ven-
dor, who then handed over the
cash to him.

“The accused maintained
constant conversation with the
victim on chats, demanding
money. In the chats, the victim
was seen pleading with the sus-
pect to show mercy and not share
her objectionable photos on so-
cial media. However, the suspect
persisted, relentlessly pressuring
her to meet his demands, threat-
ening to make her fake nudes and
videos viral on social media plat-
forms if she refused,” said DCP
South West Surendra Choudhary.

At one point, the accused
threatened to send the photos to
the student’s parents, which
pushed her to a breaking point,
compelling her to confide in her
parents, said police. She eventu-
ally lodged a complaint on
January 6, stating she had been

harassed and blackmailed
by someone posing as a woman
on Instagram. A case was regis-
tered under BNS sections 78
(stalking)and 319(2)(cheating by
personation).

During questioning, Nikhil al-
legedly admitted that the fake
Instagram account had initially
been a means of leisure, but over
time, he turned it into a tool for
extortion. Using Al, he created the
manipulated images and shared
them with his victim using
Instagram’s one-time-view fea-
ture, preventing her from saving
the evidence. Even after the vic-
tim had blocked his account, the
accused continued his harass-
ment by creating new profiles.

Police recovered the smart-
phone used to commit the crime.
An investigation is also ongoing
to determine if the accused tar-
geted other victims too.
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after she took over as DCP (East
District). Among others trans-
ferred before the Delhi elections
are 55 inspectors and SHOs. An or-
derdated January 1,facilitated the
transfer of at least 28 inspectors,
including 14 SHOs, from Sarojini
Nagar police station to Welcome
police station, Mandir Marg to
Maidan Garhi, Tughlak Road to
Cyber Police Station in Dwarka,
Tilak Marg to Delhi Armed Police
(DAP) station, Civil Lines to
Seemapuri, Welcome to Okhla,
Govindpuri to Tughlak Road,
Bhalswa Dairy to Dayalpur,
Maurice Nagar to Tilak Marg and
Connaught Place to DAP station.
An order dated January 4 saw
the transfer of 31 inspectors, in-
cluding 16 SHOs, from Naraina po-
lice station to DAP station, Sangam
Vihar to Security unit, Mehrauli to
Security unit, Amar Colony to
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Rajendra
Nagar to Security unit, Vasant Kunj
North to DAP, Kotla Mubarakpur
to DAP, Vasant Vihar to Security
unit, and Dwarka South to

Supreme Court security.

At least 30 SHOs were trans-
ferred in two orders issued be-
tween January 1 and January 4.
Some of the SHOs transferred
were moved barely 10 months af-
ter taking charge, according to
sources. Among those who served
the shortest stints before being
transferred were the SHO of
Tughlak Road police station, who
was transferred within three days
of his appointment, and the SHO
of Vasant Kunj North police sta-
tion, whowasrelieved on January
4, within a week of taking charge.

The same order, dated January
4 facilitated transfers of at least six
assistant commissioners of Police
(ACPs), including those from
Mayapuri and Mehrauli sub-divi-
sions to Rashtrapati Bhavan and
the Legal Cell, respectively. Police
headquarters also transferred
nearly 230 sub-inspectors(SI),270
Assistant SIs, around 1,000 head
constables and over 3,400 consta-
bles from units or police stations
to others.

ATTACK ON SAIF ALIKHAN

L-G orders

freshdrive

againstillegal
immigrants

HIMANSHU HARSH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

IN THE wake of an attack on ac-
tor Saif Ali Khan, Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Monday directed Delhi
Commissioner of Police Sanjay
Arora to launch a special cam-
paign toidentify and remove “il-
legal Bangladeshi and Rohingya
immigrants employed by shop-
keepers and other residents as
workers or house help” in the
Capital on a "mission mode".

Earlier, the L-G Secretariat, on
December 10, had directed a
crackdown on  “illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants” living
in Delhi. Following the order, the
Delhi Police had launched a spe-
cial drive and carried out
searches across the 15 districts
of the city while arresting and
deporting the alleged illegal im-
migrants, said officials.

The latest directive from the
L-G’s office comes after the
Mumbai Police on Sunday said it
had arrested a Bangladeshi na-
tional, identified as Mohammad
Shariful Islam (30), for allegedly
breaking into actor Saif Ali
Khan’s Bandra home last week
and stabbing him multiple times
amid a robbery bid.

The L-G "has taken note of
the grave criminal incident in-
volving a high profile
Bollywood actor in Mumbai,
wherein a Bangladeshi national
was involved in a house break
and criminal assault. It has been
widely reported that the con-
cerned individual was living un-
der an assumed identity and
was working at a restaurant,”
read the statement from his of-
fice.

The latest directive
from the L-G’s office
comes after the
Mumbai Police on
Sunday said it had
arrested a Bangladeshi
national for allegedly
attacking Saif Ali Khan

According to officials, Islam
had changed his name to Vijay
Das after entering India.
“Initially, he was working at a
hotel in Thane after coming to
Mumbai about six months
ago... He was recently looking
for work as he had left that job
about a fortnight back,” a police
officer had told The Indian
Express.

The Delhi L-G, in his order,
has also expressed concern re-
garding the presence of illegal
immigrants in Delhi, stating
that their “involvement in crim-
inal activities in Delhi cannot be
ruled out.”

“Suchillegal immigrants are
often employed by shopkeep-
ers and other residents as work-
ers/house help at far lower
wages than the prescribed min-
imum wages, thereby depress-
ing local labour markets,” the
directive further read.

Many of these “illegal immi-
grants”, the L-G’s order read, are
employed without proper veri-
fication, sometimes using
forged documents like Aadhaar,
voter ID, and ration cards, “facil-
itated by organised syndicates
and vested interest groups
which facilitate the settlement
of such immigrants.”
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SC gives govt final chance t

DﬁﬂGHBOURS]ﬁUDE

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath isamong the
most sought-after campaigners for the BJP in the Delhi elec-
tion. He is, however, more in demand in areas with a higher
number of people from Uttarakhand. Adityanath, originally
from Uttarakhand, is expected to address at least 13-14 Jan
Sabhas in such areas, including Patparganj, Janakpuri, Dwarka
and Karawal Nagar. The UP Chief Minister is expected to
launch his campaign in Delhi on January 23.

event at Prayagraj

LAST STOP

UNMATCHED FERVOUR

THE MINISTRY of External Affairs on Monday hosted a group
of foreign journalists at its office in the Capital and briefed them
about the Maha Kumbh'’s spiritual, cultural and economic sig-
nificance. Those present at the briefing included senior officials
from the Uttar Pradesh government who highlighted how the
— with an anticipated 45 crore attendees in
45 days — will surpass other major global events in terms of vis-
itors, be it the Rio Carnival with around 70 lakh attendees, or
the Haj with 25 lakh pilgrims, or the Oktoberfest with 72 lakh
participants. The foreign guests were also explained how the
akharas at the Maha Kumbh symbolise gender equality and a
progressive approach. Assurances were made to address the
challenges faced by foreign media covering the mega event.

THE 31-MEMBER Joint Parliamentary Committee reviewing
the Waqgf (Amendment) Bill will have its last state meet on
Tuesday in Lucknow. Having wound up its state visits, the
Jagadambika Pal-led panel is expected to submit its report
soon and the Billis likely to be taken up in the Budget Session,
sources said. The panel members have visited 10 states and
held wider consultations, they said. Last week, the committee
held its meeting in Patna and discussed the Bill with several
organisations, stakeholders, advocates and journalists.

PROTESTS AT PUNJAB-HARYANA BORDER

Advance govt meeting
with farmers, hold it in

Delhi;: KMM’s Pandher
strikes discordant note

RAAKHI JAGGA
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 20

SARWAN SINGH Pandher, coor-
dinator of Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha (KMM) and Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (non-political),
Monday urged the Centre to ad-
vance its meeting with farmers
— currently scheduled for
February 14 — and hold it in
Delhi instead of Chandigarh.

This is Pandher's first public
disagreement over the current
course of action and comes two
days days after Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who is on fast-unto-
death, accepted the Centre's in-
vitation for talks.

“Dallewalji is on a hunger
strike, and February 14 is too far
away. He has started receiving
medical assistance butis not con-
suming food. If the meeting hap-
penson February 14, it will be the
87th day of his hunger strike. The
government should hold the

In make-or-break

Weekly insight into what’s changing
in national politics —and why

THERE IS a story behind why
elections in Delhi should be-
come such a make-or-break bat-
tle for the contending parties
even thoughitis noteven astate.

It is certainly a make-or-
break contest for Arvind
Kejriwal. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) convener and former Chief
Minister is the key figure around
whom the February 5 electionis
revolving. Whether he wins or
loses, he is the face of the elec-
tions, setting the poll narrative
as others respond to it. If he be-
comes the CM for the fourth
time, nationally he will be seen
withnew eyes. Barring Narendra
Modi and Rahul Gandhi there is

meeting earlier and in Delhi. It is
not a condition but a demand,”
Pandher said at Shambhu.

On Saturday, a central dele-
gation met Dallewal and others
at the Khanauri border point,
and invited them for resumption
of talks on February 14 at
Chandigarh. Pandher said farm-
ers were told that February 14
was fixed for the meeting as the
model code of conduct was in
force till February 9 in view of
Delhi Assembly polls. “I don’t
buy this argument. If the an-
nouncement of the 8th Pay
Commission can be made dur-
ing the code of conduct, why
can’t a meeting take place? The
elections are for the Delhi, while
this meeting is with the union
government,” he said.

Sources said Saturday’s de-
velopments at the Khanauri bor-
der, where Dallewal agreed to a
meeting with the centre, caused
some difference of opinion
among union leaders.

no other leader whose partyisin
power in two states.

The Delhi polls will show
whether “AK” has been able to
mend his image. The AAP has
lost its “party with a difference”
sheen over the years and the BJP
is concentrating on the “Sheesh
Mahal” and the liquor policy
case — under which several AAP
leaders, including Kejriwal,
went to jail — to question
Kejriwal’s “aam admi” creden-
tials and dent the clean image
that he sported.

Even so, the AAP’s rise as a
national party in the last 12 years
has been noteworthy. Since
Independence, except for the
Asom Gana Parishad (which is
confined to Assam), no other
group that emerged out of the
womb of amovement becamea
party that won successive elec-
tions. If Kejriwal loses Delhi — it
is a fight this time — the party
could face an existential crisis. A
defeated AAP will be a sitting
duck for the BJP and may erode

decide on Rajoana mercy plea

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
granted the Centre a final chance
to take a decision on the mercy
plea of former Punjab chief min-
ister Beant Singh’s assassin
Balwant Singh Rajoana, failing
which it said it would hear his
petition for commutation of the
death sentence on its merits.
“We will grant you time by
way of last chance. Either you
take a decision or we will hear
on merits,” a bench presided
over by Justice B R Gavai told
Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta,
who appeared for the Centre.
The bench, also comprising
Justices P K Mishra and K V
Viswanathan, scheduled the
next hearing for March 28 and
added, “If you can decide by

B

Beant Singh’s
assassin
Balwant
Singh
Rajoana

then... well and good...”

Rajoana, convicted for the as-
sassination of Beant Singh and 12
others on August 31, 1995, was
sentenced to death in 2007 by a
special CBI court. The Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee filed a mercy petition
on his behalf in March 2012. In
September 2019, the Ministry of
Home Affairs wrote to Punjab
proposing the commutation of
his death sentence to life impris-
onment to commemorate the
550th birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak Dev, but the proposal was
never implemented.

In September 2020, Rajoana
moved the Supreme Court re-
questing that his long-pending
mercy petition be taken up for
immediate disposal and that the
home ministry's 2019 proposal
be implemented.

The court then directed the
Centre to make a decision. The
Government subsequently filed
an affidavit stating that it “has de-
cided to defer taking any decision
onthe mercy plea,” asit “hasa se-
rious potential of compromising
the security of the nation or cre-
ating a law and order situation”.

OnMay 3,2023, the Supreme
Courtrejected Rajoana’s pleaand
left it to the Centre to decide on
the mercy pleaatanappropriate
time. He then filed a fresh plea.

Appearing for Rajoana, sen-
ior advocate Mukul Rohatgi said
nothing had happened since the
last hearing in November 2024,

RLA FLAGS HOUSE DISRUPTIONS

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla at the All India Presiding Officers Conference, in Patna on
Monday. Birla expressed concern over the decreasing number of sittings of legislative
bodies. He also flagged disruptions in Parliament and state Assemblies, urging political
parties to draft guidelines for maintaining the dignity of the House. P11

MP Cong chief warns: Cancer
of factionalism may destroy us

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, JANUARY 20

MADHYA PRADESH Congress
Committee (MPCC) president
Jitu Patwari has triggered a con-
troversy by highlighting faction-
alism within the Congress, de-
scribingitas a “cancer” that must
be eliminated for the sake of the
party’s survival in the state.
Patwari's statement has
brought factionalism and in-
fighting plaguing the Congress
into sharp focus at a time when
the party is making attempts to
revive and reorganise itself in the
state in the wake of its debacles
in the 2023 Assembly polls and
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
The MPCC has been facing
tension over factional feuds, even
as the party workers in the
Malwa-Nimar region are step-
ping up preparations to organise
a mega rally at Dr Ambedkar
Nagar (Mhow) — the birthplace
of DrBR Ambedkar — on January
27 as partof the party's “Jai Bapu,

Madhya
Pradesh
Congress
president
Jitu Patwari

Jai Bhim, Jai Samvidhan” cam-
paign, which will be attended by
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi.

Inavideo circulated on social
media on Monday, Patwari said,
“If we cannot end this cancer of
groupism, we will be finished. I
don’t want any position; I just
want to form the government for
the party.”

The MPCC president said,
“There is a cancer in Congress. It
is the cancer of groupism and
factionalism. This cancer of fac-
tionalism has to be eliminated,
or we will be eliminated. What
should be done? If we cannot
eliminate this cancer of
groupism, we will perish.”

He also spoke out against
sycophants in the Congress.
""Sycophants are present in
every political party. We need to
stay away from them. We have
to end groupism in the party -
otherwise, we will be finished.”

Recently, some Congress
leaders belonging to the camps
of state party stalwarts and for-
mer chief ministers, Kamal Nath
and Digvijaya Singh, alleged that
the Nath and Singh had not been
consulted over certain key MPCC
decisions involving organisa-
tional appointments and event
planning. Both Nath and Singh
denied such claims.

Responding to Patwari's
statement, Congress Rajya Sabha
MP Vivek Tankha said these is-
sues were common in most po-
litical parties. “Everyone has
their own perspective. There are
some people who are never sat-
isfied. This is a problem in every
party. Many leaders have unmet
aspirations, which is why they
make such statements, but I
don’t take it negatively,” he said.

when the court gave the Centre
four weeks to decide on the
mercy petition. “Your lordship
granted so much time. They have
done nothing... From the time of
Justice S A Bobde being Chief
Justice, the last five years this has
been going on,” he submitted.

The senior counsel pointed
out that Rajoana has been in jail
for 29 years, with 15 of those
years on death row. He urged the
court to order Rajoana’s release
without waiting any further for
the Centre’s decision.

Mehta responded that the
case was related to the murder
of a chief minister and involved
significant sensitivities, request-
ing the court to grant an addi-
tional four to five weeks.

The court agreed to provide
further time, subject to the con-
dition that a decision would be
made by the next hearing date.

Rahul remarks
against Shah: SC
stays trial court
proceedings in

defamation case

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Monday ordered an interim stay
on criminal defamation pro-
ceedings against Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi for his
alleged remarks against Union
Home Minister Amit Shah and
BJP workers.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta or-
dered the stay while issuing no-
tice on Gandhi’s appeal against
the Jharkhand High Court order
refusing to quash the case. The
court has sought the response of
the Jharkhand government and
the complainant in the case, BJP
leader Navin Jha.In 2019, Jhahad
alleged that in the March 18,2018
AICC plenary session, Gandhi re-
ferred to Shah, who then was BJP
chief, as a murder accused.

Senior Advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Gandhi, Monday submitted that
defamation complaints cannot
be filed by proxy, pointing to
judgments which said only the
aggrieved canfileacase. ENS
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0 Cong’s new ‘nyay’

initiative is clothed
in Rahul’s calling
card; white T-shirt

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE CONSTITUTION of the
Congress has nine conditions
that “every Member will have to
fulfill”. The second on the list is,
“He/She is a habitual wearer of
certified Khadi.” Ninety years af-
ter the Congress at its 1934
Bombay Session first made the
wearing of khadi a necessary cri-
terion for elective membership,
the party is moving on.

Rahul Gandhi, oftenaccused of
using a one-size-fits-all approach
to problems, has a new motif for
the Congress: a white T-shirt.

The Congress leader who has
since his first Bharat Jodo Yatra
more than two years ago made
the white T-shirt his calling card,
pairing it with khaki trousers —
and sporting it sans any wool-
lens even at the height of Delhi
winter — announced the launch
of a ‘White T Shirt Movement’,
“for justice and equitable future
for all”, Sunday.

As per a leader, the idea is
simple: “Everyone, rich or poor,
can associate with a T-shirt.
When Mahatma Gandhi spoke
about swaraj, he introduced
charkha, khadi and topi as key
symbols. We need a symbol too
to popularise Rahul’s ‘nyay’ brand
of politics. White, of course, sym-
bolises peace and harmony.”

Says the campaign’s website:
“White T-shirts mark the begin-
ning of a powerful new move-
ment, a platform for youth to
unite workers across sectors
whose labour shapes our lives. If
you oppose growing wealth in-
equality, stand for economic fair-
ness for all, demand social justice,
reject religious discrimination,
and believe in peace and stabil-
ity, put your white T-shirt onand
join the movement for change.”

Another Congress leader
said: “We had much back and
forth on the symbol for the cam-
paign... We felt that a white T-
shirtis the best symbol... acom-
mon man’s dress. And there
already is brand recognition as-
sociated with Rahul.”

‘Everyone, rich or poor, can
associate with a T-shirt...
Needed a symbol too to
popularise Rahul’s brand of
politics’. File

The first outreach as part of
the movement is set to be with
gig workers, with Rahul pushing
for a national law for their secu-
rity. Big cities such as Delhi-NCR
have around 15 lakh gig workers
each, estimates the party, with
their number sizeable in smaller
towns and cities as well.

“The current Government’s
leanings toward crony capital-
ism have left companies largely
unregulated, allowing them to
sidestep accountability even in
clear cases of exploitation...” says
the website, adding that “politi-
cal mobilization is essential to
stop exploitation and to channel
workers’ collective power to-
ward meaningful change”.

Another element of the White
T-shirt campaign is a volunteer
programme called “kaam ke
bande (those who toil)”. The party
callsit “a first-of-its-kind political
apprenticeship programme for
young people toreach out, organ-
ize,and mobilize platform work-
ersinmetroand tier-2 cities”. The
idea is to enrol 500 youngsters in
the 18-25 age group. They will not
receive any remuneration.

Aleader said that while con-
sidering a symbol for their
movement they drew from the
White Shirt Movement in
Singapore and the Yellow Vests
movement in France.

‘Bull on the loose’: Independent
MLA'’s run-ins irk Rajasthan govt

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR, JANUARY 20

RAJASTHAN Police Sunday
booked Independent MLA from
Sheo Ravindra Singh Bhati afteran
association of companies alleged
he was responsible for stalling re-
newable energy projects worth
8,500 crore in his constituency.

Bhati, 27,whowas formerly as-
sociated with the BJP, has also
come under attack fromRajasthan
BJP chief Madan Rathore, who re-
cently termed him a “chhutta
saand (bull on the loose)” for his
tendency to create regular “disrup-
tions” in Barmer district.

Since hiselectionasan MLAIn
2023, Bhati has remained in the
news, either for his initiatives or
due to his run-ins with the admin-
istration, police and private firms.

Sheo MLA
Ravindra
Bhati was
in ABVP
and BJP

Bhati has been booked for ex-
tortion. Sources said the instruc-
tions regarding the latest FIR came
from the top in the government.

Bhati is also riding high due
to his popularity among the peo-
ple for raising local issues. In the
year since his election asan MLA,
he has spoken up on housing for
nomadic tribes and Pakistani
refugees, protested against the
death of an inmate in Barmer jail,
demanded reservation for locals
in private companies, raised the
issue of unemployment, and wa-
ter scarcity, power cuts, etc.

Bhati’s relationship with the
BJP has been marked by ups and
downs. Having won as an MLA
from Sheo, Bhati also fought the
Lok Sabha polls from Barmer but
lost.In 2019, Bhati was denied an
ABVP nomination for student
body polls at Jai Narain Vyas
University. He emerged as the
university’s first independent
student union president. By
October-November 2023, about
the time Assembly elections
were on the horizon, Bhati had
established himself in Sheo.
Bhati joined the BJP but was de-
nied a ticket following which he
contested as a rebel and won.

Although he has regularly
questioned the BJP government
in Rajasthan, Bhati never loses a
chance to praise PM Narendra
Modi. FULLREPORT ON
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election for AAP and Kejriwal, what to watch out for

at the seams or even splinter. Out
of power and under attack, it will
be difficult for even the lion-
hearted amongst the AAP MLAs
to resist the pressures that will
likely come their way. From all
accounts, the BJP is already
working onaPlanBifitdoes not
come to powetr.

Having been in power for 12
years, the AAPis expected to lose
some of its vote share and seats
this time, but it could still make
it past the majority figure.
However, as things stand, a mere
majority is not going to be good
enough. Unless it gets upwards
of 50 out of 70 seats, it may not
feel “safe” and that is why
Kejriwal is leaving no stone un-
turned to convincingly win.

The Congress factor

Even more than the BJP, the
fate of the AAP is linked to how
much the Congress revives in
Delhi. It is not expected to win
many seats but it could dent the
AAP vote. After Rahul Gandhi’s

Tashi Tobgyal

If Kejriwal loses Delhi — it is
afight this time — the party
may face an existential crisis

yatras, the party’s appeal among
Dalits has gone up. It also remains
the preferred choice of Muslims.

But it neither has a “chehra
(face)” nor anorganisation worth
the name or an attractive narra-
tive. Targeting RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, Rahul Gandhi vowed
to fight the “Indian State”, all cal-
culated to send out a signal to

epaper.indianexpre&s.ﬂum.. .

Muslims, and he raised his usual
cry for a caste census that has so
far not got him many votes of the
Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

The Delhi electionis notabout
caste. If anything, itis more about
class, the divide being more along
rich-poor lines, with the jhuggi-
jhopri (slum) dwellers still root-
ing for Kejriwal. Kejriwal, who
swept the National Capitalin2015
and 2020, belongs to the “wrong”
caste, the numerically minuscule
Baniya community. But, like
Prime Minister Modi, he has cre-
ated anew category of “revdiwal-
las (welfare beneficiaries)” who
swear by him. Kejriwal’s appeal,
despite the charges against him,
lies in being a “jadoogar (magi-
cian)” who delivers.

For many in the BJP, Kejriwal
could be the “biggest threat” to
the party in the future though his
party is in power in only Punjab
and Delhi, where the Lieutenant
Governor calls half the shots. He
is politically savvy; reads the
popular mood; uses the same id-

iom as the BJP — pro-Hindu rhet-
oric without being anti-Muslim
and Hindu symbols such as
Hanuman — focuses on wel-
farism and delivery of benefits;
and is a strong leader.

The Congress would like
Kejriwal to lose — he has, after
all, risen from its ashes. His vic-
tory may also give a new impe-
tus to the regional satraps’ claim
for leadership of the opposition
INDIA bloc at the expense of the
Congress. The regional partiesin
the Opposition grouping have
supported the AAP and not the
Congress in the battle for Delhi.

The CM question

Then there is the question of
who will be the CM even if the
AAP emerges victorious. The
conditions imposed by the
courts on Kejriwal while releas-
ing him on bail — that he cannot
go to his office or sign filesas CM
— have not been lifted. Kejriwal
has said he is waiting for the
“people’s court” to decide if he

will be the CM again but the
question remains if there will be
legal impediments even if he
again becomes the CM. The AAP
has said Kejriwal will return as
CM if the party retains power.

If push comes to shove and
Kejriwal cannot become CM be-
cause of legal obstacles, can the
powersharing model of the last
few months hold? Thenit will be
Kejriwal calling the shots behind
the scenes and Atishi as the
woman executive head of gov-
ernment, much like the Sonia
Gandhi-Manmohan Singh
model of the UPA days.

Delhi, the world’s second-
most populated city with 32 mil-
lion people in the metro region,
is now a metaphor for urban
governance symbolising the pol-
itics of the future. It has the high-
est per capita income of all the
citiesin India. It is in the fitness of
things that “how schools func-
tion” should become a central is-
sue in the elections. While par-
ties blame each other, the

cleaning of the Yamuna and the
need to control pollution are at
the centre of the poll rhetoric.

Yet, while the AAP, the BJP,
and the Congress all talk about
pollution, they have not gone be-
yond blaming each other or
talked about the responsibility
being a collective one. None has
come out with a concrete action
plan on how they intend to go
about mobilising other stake-
holders or diluting the inter-
party bitterness that is a road-
block to meaningful action.

What could be more basic
than the right to breathe clean
air? Surely the people of Delhi
deserve better than watch help-
lessly the lives of their children
cut short by a smog of pollution
that other countries have man-
aged to get the better of.

(Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, has
covered the last 11 Lok Sabha
elections. She is the author of
How Prime Ministers Decide)
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ISRO to repeat SpaDeX
docking manoeuvre
to perfect precision

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

AFTER SUCCESSFULLY complet-
ing the space docking experiment
(SpaDeX) on January 16, the
Indian  Space  Research
Organisations (ISRO) is now
preparing for asecond docking at-
tempt to perfect precision in
space, the agency said on Monday.
It will also attempt undocking —
separation of the two satellites —
for the first time, said officials.
India became the fourth
country in the world — after the
United States, Russia, and China
— to have the space docking ca-
pability when on January 16
morning, ISRO scientists brought
two 220-kg satellites — 3SDX01
(Chaser) and SDX02 (Target) —
within a distance of 3 metres
from each other in orbit, their ex-
tended rings joined with each
other, retracted and locked in
space.ISRO demonstrated send-
ing commands to both the satel-
lites as one composite spacecraft.
The space agency had to
postpone the docking experi-
ment at least twice: the first time
on January 7 to carry out more
simulations on the ground, and
again on January 9 when the

satellites drifted more than ex-
pected during one of the ma-
noeuvres. Later, the satellites
were moved away to a safe dis-
tance before ISRO brought them
to a distance of 3 metres from
each other. At this point, the on-
board cameras could clearly see
the two satellites.

The docking, however, was
not attempted and the satellites
were moved back.

Docking is a process by
which two fast-moving satellites
are brought together and joined
in orbit. It is essential for mis-
sions that require big payloads
that cannot be carried up to the
orbit in a single launch.

India requires the capability
for its planned Chandrayaan-4
mission that will bring back lu-
nar samples, its own Bharatiya
Antariksh Station and a mission
to take an Indian to the Moon by
2040. The Bharatiya Antariksh
Station is planned to be con-
structed by bringing together
five modules, the first of which
is scheduled to be launched in
2028. The Chandrayaan-4 mis-
sion will see samples being
brought from the Moon in a
transfer module which will dock
with the re-entry module wait-
ing for it in Earth orbit.

Non-meat products
certified as halal; UP
raises issue i SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20
SOLICITOR GENERAL Tushar
Mehta representing the Uttar
Pradesh government told the
Supreme Court on Monday that
he was “shocked” to see products
other than meat certified as halal,
attesting that the products meet
requirements of Islamic law.

Responding to petitions chal-
lenging the ban imposed by UP
on halal-certified products within
the state, Mehta told a bench of
Justices BR Gavai and A G Masih
that while halal meat certification
is not objectionable, the certifica-
tion of products like water bottles
and cement is not so.

“So far as Halal meat etc. is
concerned, nobody can have any
objection... even cement used is
to be halal-certified. Sariyas (iron
bars)used have to be halal-certi-
fied...Water bottles are required
to be halal-certified...,” the SG
said. “Even atta (wheat flour), be-
san (chickpea flour) has to be ha-
lal-certified...how can besan be

MP: Two ASIs
suspended for
cutting cake
with ‘habitual
offenders’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 20

TWO ASSISTANT Sub-Inspectors
(ASIs) in Mandsaur, Madhya
Pradesh, were suspended aftera
video of them cutting a birthday
cake with “habitual criminals”
went viral on social media.

The two police officers were
identified as Sunil Singh Tomar
and Jagdish Thakur, who were
stationed at the Nai Abadi police
station. The video, which sur-
faced Sunday evening, purport-
edly showed the officers cele-
brating a birthday alongside
repeat offenders.

Although the date of the
video is unclear, Mandsaur
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Abhishek Anand both ASIs and
sent them to the police lines.

halal or non-halal?,” the SG said,
adding that agencies have made
“few lakh crores” with such cer-
tification.

Senior Advocate M R
Shamshad appearing for the peti-
tioners, said halal is defined elab-
orately in the Centre’s policy is not
only about non-vegetarian food.

Mehta also submitted that
Halal certification is driving up
prices and said the court might
have to consider the question
why those who do not subscribe
to halal should be forced to con-
sume the higher priced items.

The petitioners however said
consumption of halal-certified
products is a matter of choice.

On January 5, the SC, issued
notice to the state on petitions
filed by the Halal India Pvt
Limited and Jamiat Ulama
Maharashtra, challenging the
Constitutional validity of the no-
tification issued by the Food
Safety and Drug Administration,
UP, “prohibiting the manufactur-
ing, storage, sale, and distribu-
tion of food products with halal
certification within the state...”.
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MILKIPUR ASSEMBLY BYPOLL

SP moves EC seeking transfer of 3 SHOs
over ‘filing false cases against its workers’

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 20

THE SAMAJWADI Party has filed
a complaint with the Uttar
Pradesh Election Commission
requesting the transfer of three
station house officers (SHOs), al-
leging they are filing false cases
against their office-bearers,
workers and panchayat prad-
hans ahead of the February 5
Milkipur Assembly by-election
in Ayodhya district.

The SHOs are Devendra
Pandey (Inayatnagar), Amarjeet
Singh (Kumaraganj) and
Sandeep Singh (Khandsa).

The complaint was sent to
the EC by the Opposition party’s
state president Shyam Lal Pal al-
leging that these SHOs were try-

SP’s state
~ president

— Shyam
ey

Lal Pal

ing to intimidate their members,
preventing them from cam-
paigning, and thus hindering the
process of a free and fair election.

Pal requested that the three
be shifted out of the district and
the FIRs filed by them on false
charges be quashed so as to en-
sure a free and fair election.

Tosupportits allegations, the
party has attached the copies of
the FIRs filed against its office-
bearers, workers and supporters.
“We have copies of 10 FIRs in
which over a dozen party work-
ers, office-bearers, sector in-
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charges and pradhans support-
ing us were booked in the last six
days. The cases are of alleged
physical assault, criminal intim-
idation and extortion. This has
created an atmosphere of fearin
the constituency, affecting the
election process,” said SP’s dis-
trict president Paras Nath Yadav.

The party workers named in
the cases are underground fear-
ing their arrest, he added.

“The number of cases against
SPworkers and leaders started fil-
ing soon after the Election
Commission declared the polling
date.Itappears that cases of phys-
ical assault and other offences are
being lodged in only these three
police stations,” Yadav said.

Among those named in the
purported false cases are SP’s
Ayodhya district general secre-

TVKCHIEF TAKES ON TN RULING PARTY OVER NEW AIRPORT

TVK chief and actor Vijay at Parandur in Kanchipuram district of Tamil Nadu on Monday. P11

Vijay criticises DMK, says party
abandons farmers when in power

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 20

IN HIS first public outreach since
launching his political party — the
Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam (TVK)
— actor-turned-politician Vijay
Monday visited villagers protest-
ing against the proposed Chennai
second airport project in
Parandur, south of Chennai city.
The visit, heavily monitored by lo-
cal authorities, saw Vijay deliver-
ing a scathing critique of the state
government’s decision to acquire
agrarian land for the project.
Addressing the crowd in
Ekanapuram in Kanchipuramdis-
trict — where he was allowed by
the police to speak at a peculiar
spot — Vijay struck a defiant tone.
“This has become the right place
forme tostartthe journey,” he said
while being surrounded by hun-
dreds of fans and followers. “lam
not against growth, but I am say-

ingonly that the airport shouldn’t
come up at this place. Adecision to
build an airport by destroying 90
percent of the agrarian land in this
place canonly be taken by an anti-
people government,” he said.
The villagers have been
protesting for more than 900
days against the acquisition of
farmland for the project. The air-
port, proposed to be built on wet-
lands near Chennai, has sparked
outrage among farmers and en-
vironmental activists who fear
the irreversible impact on the
ecosystem and livelihoods. Vijay
has taken up the issue after the
state government is successfully
going ahead with the land acqui-
sition plans, almost as per their
schedule. Vijay said the govern-
ment’s approach in the projectis
a betrayal of its own principles.
“When you were in the oppo-
sition, you opposed the eight-
lane highway and the Kattuppalli
port project,” he said. “Isn’t it the

same position you should take
herealso? Isn'’tit like you support
farmers when you are in the op-
position and abandon them
when you are in power? [ don’t
understand this. Our people have
realised it too,” he said.

Vijay used the platform to
condemn what he described as
governmental indifference and
vested interests. “You take deci-
sions for your own benefits, sup-
porting or not supporting people
asit suits you... demand both the
union and the state government
to return the lands already ac-
quired for this airport project.
Build your airport in places that
don't affect agrarian lands.”

Tamil Nadu Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu Sunday
said the project is a necessity.
“Chennai airport is handling
around 2.2 crore passengers a
year, and this is expected to
reach 8 crore in the next 10
years...,” he said.

tary Bakhtiyar Khan, district sec-
retary Ram Bahadur Yadav,
party’s Milkipur block president
Ramtej Yadav, party 's district ex-
ecutive member and village head
Mohammad Rais Ahmed, alias
Niyaz, Milkipur block secretary
Kashiram Pal, former pradhan
Purushottam Das, Bhadokhara
village head Lalu Yadav, Baraipara
pradhan Ramlahu Yadav, and
booth in-charge Hidesh Yadav,
according to the complaint.

A total of 10 candidates are
contesting the by-election,
which was announced by the
Election Commission on January
7. The last date for withdrawing
names was Monday.

The BJP has fielded
Chandrabhan Paswan, a lawyer,
against SP’s Ajit Prasad, son of
Ayodhya MP Awadhesh Prasad.

‘Against Islamic
norms’: Kerala
cleric objects to
popular fitness
programme

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala’s
prominent cleric Kanthapuram
AP Aboobacker Musliyar, whois
known for pro-CPI(M) political
line, Monday raised objections
toapopular physical fitness pro-
gramme — Multi-Exercise
Combination (MEC-7) — saying
itis “against Islamic norms”.

At a function in Malappuram,
Musliyar said: “Under the guise of
exercise, a collective has come
acrossvillagesand cities... Thereis
intermingling of men and women
in the exercise. Women are par-
ticipating in the exercise and ex-
posing their body. The pro-
gramme has even abolished the
thought that men and women
seeing one another is haram (for-
bidden)... Those who turn against
it (MEC-7) are being criticised as
people with no exposure.”

Kanthapuram, head of a pow-
erful Sunni segment — AP Group
— said in the past there were
norms for women with regard to
mingling with men. “This fitness
programme has taken away that
veil and they (women) think
there’s nothingwronginmenand
women coming together. This is
causing massive disaster....”

The MEC-7 fitness pro-
gramme ran into a controversy
last month when the CPI(M)
raised an alarm saying the
“Jamaat-e-Islami..using it for their
narrow politics”. “The Jamaat is
usingitasa shield forits campaign
for Islamic nation,” said a party
leader, who softened his stand af-
ter criticism from opponents. ENS

Wrong place, wrong time: Hyderabad man shot
dead in DC wanted to settle in US with parents

K RaviTeja, 26, was delivering food when he ran into escaping robbers; died after being shot twice

RAHULV PISHARODY
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 20

KOYYADA RAVI Teja, 26, was
searching for ajob after complet-
ing his master’s in the US, look-
ing forward to getting married as
per his parents’ wishes and set-
tling downin the country.He and
his younger sister, a student in
the US, wanted to relocate their
parents as well. Unfortunately, he
was at the wrong place at the
wrong time on January 18.

Teja was shot dead outside a
building in Washington DC
where he had gone to deliver a
food order, which was part of his
part-time job. While attempting
to escape, robbers reportedly
came face to face with Teja out-
side the building, shot him
point-blank and escaped, ac-

cording to his family members
back at Green Hills Colony in
Hyderabad’s Chaitanyapuri area.
Tejareportedly suffered two bul-
letinjuries and died on the spot.
“I knew something was
wrong when I received a call at 4
am today,” said Koyyada
Chandramouli, Teja’s father. The
inconsolable man was informed
by the father of Teja’s roommate
about the tragic news. “Soon I un-
derstood they were hiding some-
thing from me. His mother and I
should have gone to the US for our
daughter’s convocation recently.
We would have atleast seen him
one last time,” the father said.
Teja’s mother Suvarna has been
in shock since she got the news.
“Please bring my son back once
for me to see his face,” she said.
Teja had recently completed
his master’s from Sacred Heart

Teja’s family mourns his
death. Rahul V Pisharody

University in Connecticut, while
his sister Shriya recently gradu-
ated with a master’s from a uni-
versity in Chicago. “On the 25th
of last month, he turned 26 years
old. He was planning to visit his
parents in Hyderabad once he
secured a job. The family was
looking for a bride for him. He
would have been married this

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

year, and he wanted to relocate
his parents to the US, just like
some of his cousins,” said his un-
cle Koyyada Muthyam.

“He used to call his daddy
every day. He was a good child
who wanted to live for his par-
ents,” said Muthyam, adding that
the family has very little informa-
tionabout his death. The incident,
according to him, happened in
broad daylight ataround 1.30 pm
in the afternoon. The bereaved
parents are now concerned about
the processes involved in bring-
ing the body back home.

Chandramouli is a cab driver
and runs his own business, while
Teja’s mother is a homemaker.

G Kishore, Teja’s cousin, said
the family was so happy when he
went to the US for higher studies
inMarch 2022. “He faced no hic-
cupsregarding the visa or admis-

sion process. It was such a big re-
lief. This is so unfortunate. He was
only at the wrong place at the
wrong time,” he said. After the in-
cident, Teja’s employer called his
roommate since he didn’t return
to the office, and together they
tracked down Teja’s GPS to find
out about the shooting and the
death ofanIndianin the incident.

Teja’s cousins Kavya, Satish
and Dileep said that one of his
friends had recently been killed
inthe US. “They both shared the
same name, Teja, and were
friends,” said Kavya.

In December, 2024, 22-year-
old Sai Teja Nukarapu, who
hailed from Khammam district
of Telangana, was killed at a gas
station near Chicago, where he
used to work at a store. He had
completed a BBA in India and
was pursuing an MBA in the US.

AFTEROVERTWO YEARS

Centre allows

10 LMT sugar
exports for
current season

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE CENTRE on Monday al-
lowed the export of 10 lakh met-
ric tonnes (LMT) of sugar during
the 2024-25 season (October-
September). Union Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution Pralhad Joshi
said the measure “will benefit 50
million farmer families and
500,000 workers”.It will also, he
said ina poston X, boost the lig-
uidity of sugar mills, ensuring
timely payment of cane dues,
besides balancing availability
and prices for consumers.

India’s sugar production in
the current sugar season is esti-
mated to be 27 million tonnes in
2024-25, a decline from 32 mil-
lion tonnes last year.

Prices have been stable over
the past few months: According
to data with the Department of
Consumer Affairs, the all-India
retail price of sugar was 344.67
per kg, almost similar a month
ago and a year ago. The retail in-
flation too has come downinre-
cent months, with the
Consumer Price Index-based re-
tail inflation recorded at -0.40
per cent in December 2024.

InJune 2022, the Centre took
measures to restrict sugar ex-
portsinorder to ensure sufficient
availability for domestic con-
sumption at a reasonable price.
However, the export of sugar to
the EU and the US under the CXL
Concessions and the Tariff Rate
Quota (TRQ) were unaffected.

Monday, an order issued by
the Ministry said, “Export quota
of 10 LMT have been pro-rated

Removing
@ thebar

EXPLAINED

INTHE 2021-22 sugar sea-
son, before the restrictions
to ensure domestic avail-
ability were imposed, India
ranked number two in
sugar exports, shipping 110
LMT of the sweetener to
several countriesincluding
Indonesia, Bangladesh and
the UAE.

amongst those sugar mills which
operated in at least one sugar
season amongst the last three
sugar seasons by taking into ac-
count their average production
of sugar during the last three op-
erational sugar seasonsi.e.2021-
22,2022-23 and 2023-24...”

“All the sugar mills have been
allocated a uniform export quota
of 3.174% of their three years’ av-
erage production of sugar,” it
said. The sugar mills in
Maharashtra, larger, will get the
maximum share of the quota —
3.74 LMT — followed by Uttar
Pradesh at 2.74 LMT.

As per the order, mills can ex-
port either directly or through
merchant exporters until
September 30. They have the op-
tion to surrender quotas by
March 31 or exchange them with
domestic quotas to reduce trans-
portation costs. The policy also
allows mills to swap export quo-
tas with domestic monthly re-
lease quantities through mutual
agreements, subject to the Food
Ministry’s approval.
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SC asks 23 states,
7 UTs to file
compliance
reports of road
safety provisions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court Monday
directed 23 states and seven
Union Territories to file compli-
ance reports indicating imple-
mentation of the motor vehicle
law’s recent provisions besides
rules on electronic monitoring
and road safety measures.

A bench comprising Justices
Abhay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
noted that West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Kerala and Delhi had
filed their reports. The top court
on September 2, 2024 passed di-
rections on the implementation
of Section 136A of the Motor
Vehicles Act read with Rule 167A
of the Motor Vehicles Rules, which
allow authorities to electronically
monitor speeding vehicles.

The bench has now asked the
remaining 23 states and seven
UTs to file their compliance re-
ports which will be shared with
the Supreme Court committee
on road safety. The committee
was tasked by the bench to over-
see the implementation of the
measures. The panel would pro-
vide its inputs which could be
considered by the Centre in
framing the standard operating
procedure on electronic moni-
toring and enforcement of road
safety measures, the bench said.

Senior advocate Gaurav
Agrawal, Amicus Curiae to the
bench, said that the necessary di-
rections may be passed with re-
gard to the states that had filed
their reports. The bench said it
would consider the aspect on
March 25.The panel, in the mean-
time, could seek assistance from
those states while deliberating
upon the reports, the bench said.
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Looking positively at US role to end war, India can Police found 19
play big role: Head of IUkrame President’s office

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

ONTHEday Donald Trumpis tak-
ing over as US President, Ukraine
says it won'’t waste any time and
will start talking to the Trump ad-
ministration soon about ending
the war. During a virtual interac-
tion with reporters in New Delhi
from Kyiv on Monday evening,
Andriy Yermak, Head of the Office
of the President of Ukraine, said
that President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy islooking positively to-
wards the US and the Trump ad-
ministration to end the war,
which is going to complete three

years next month.

“We are looking very posi-
tively at the role of the US and
President Trump for ending this
war. We are looking at starting
consultations with the newUS ad-
ministration,” Yermak said in re-
sponse to a question, adding that
Ukraine is also looking at non-
West countries like India and
South Africa — with global influ-
ence — to play arole in that.

“Before I even arrive at the
Oval Office, shortly after we win
the presidency, I will have the hor-
rible war between Russia and
Ukraine settled,” Trump had
vowed atacampaignrallyin June
lastyear. Russia's Foreign Minister

Clash over Ramakrishna
Mission school, curfew
in Meghalaya village

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 20

CURFEW WAS imposed in
Meghalaya’s Mawkynrew vil-
lage Monday after a large group
of residents allegedly tried to dis-
mantle an under-construction
Ramakrishna Mission school.

The incident led to a con-
frontation between police and
the mob, and a baton-charge by
the authorities. Multiple people,
both police personnel and resi-
dents, were injured.

East Khasi Hills SP Vivek
Syiem said the mob of around
250 people, who opposed the
construction of the school, had
marched to the site and at-
tempted to dismantle it. This was
spurred by a dispute over the al-
lotment of the land to the
Ramakrishna Mission.

“The land in question had

been gifted by the village coun-
cils (dorbar shnong) to the
Ramakrishna Mission in 2020 to
start a school. Two villages,
Mawkynrew and Mawlein, have
community rights over this land.
While the headman of the
Mawlein village has continued,
the headman of Mawkynrew has
since changed and is now oppos-
ing the construction of the school
and wantsit returned to the com-
munity. So around 250 of his sup-
porters came and tried to dis-
mantle the school,” said SP Syiem.

Construction for the school
began in 2022.

Following the incident, the
District Magistrate of East Khasi
Hills, R M Kurbabh, issued an in-
definite curfew, saying: “...these
activities are likely to continue
with every likelihood of causing
serious breach of peace and tran-
quility and may lead toloss of life

and property.”

Andriy
Yermak

Sergey Lavrov recently said that
he welcomed signals coming
from the US President-elect over
the Ukraine conflict.

Several weeks ago, Yermak
visited the US and met Marco
Rubio, Trump’s nominee for the
Secretary of State. “We will not
lose time and immediately start
working towards it (after Trump’s
inauguration),” he added.

On India’s possible role,

Yermak said, “India is one of the
biggest democracies in the world,
and not justregional, buta world
leader, and its position can play a
big role. During the last two
years, we have held a lot of meet-
ings on the platform of the peace
formula, which was mooted in
Switzerland.”

“lam waiting to continue dia-
logue with my Indian colleague
Ajit Doval (National Security
Advisor) with whom we have
worked all this period of time,” he
said, adding, “The global goal is to
end this war, [ am sure the posi-
tion of India that this war has to
end is extremely important, not
just by some temporary ceasefire

but by bringing peace.”

During the interaction,
Yermak, along with UK-based
Baroness Helena Kennedy,
International Human Rights
Lawyer & Labour member of the
House of Lords, also spoke on the
humanitarian crisis facing chil-
dren in war-torn areas.

Kennedy, co-chair of the Bring
Kids Back Task Force, highlighted
the alarming situation of
Ukrainian children abducted by
Russian forces, estimating that be-
tween 10,000 and 19,000 have
been taken under the pretense of
safety. She emphasised the severe
psychological impact this could
have on the children.

‘Ambedkar had said if not for BN Rau,
Constitution would’ve taken 25 more
yrs’: HC judge at Brahmin convention

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 20

TWO KARNATAKA High Court
judges participated in an event
to mark the golden jubilee of the
‘Akhila Karnataka Brahmana
Mahasabha’ in Bengaluru.
Justices V Srishananda and
Krishna S Dixit were among the
key speakers at ‘Vishwamitra’,
the two-day Brahmin conven-
tion held on January 18-19.

In his speech, Justice Dixit
said the term “Brahmin should
not be an indication of caste but
varna”. “Vedavyasa who divided
the Veda (into four Vedas) was the
sonof a fisherwoman and Valmiki
who wrote the Ramayana was
from either an SC or an ST. Have
we (Brambhins) looked down on
them? We have worshipped
(Lord)Ramafor centuries and the
values have been incorporated

into the Constitution.”

He also highlighted the con-
tributions of Brahminsin drafting
the Constitution. “Of the seven
members (in the drafting com-
mittee), three were Brahmins —
Alladi Krishnaswamy lyer,
Gopalaswami Ayyangarand BN
Rau... DrBRAmbedkar once said
atBhandarkar Institute thatif BN
Rau had not readied the draft of
the Constitution, it would have
taken another 25 years (to be
framed),” Justice Dixit said.

“Before becoming a judge, |
was identified with non-
Brahmin nationalist move-
ments. After [ became a judge, |
retired from all other activities...
As ajudge, I have certain limita-
tions and I am speaking keeping
itin context,” he said.

Speaking at the event, Justice
Srishananda said such events
have to be organised to “discuss
their (community) issues”.

“Many people ask what is the
need of such a grand event when
many people struggle for two
meals a day or to pay for educa-
tion... But these events must be
organised to get everyone to-
gether and to discuss their is-
sues... why shouldn't such
events be organised,” he asked.

The two judges are not new to
controversies. In 2020, Justice
Dixit had made a controversial
statement while granting bail toa
rape accused. Following criticism
from lawyers and activists, the
observation was later expunged.

Justice Srishananda also
courted controversy last year
when he compared aMuslim-ma-
jority area with “Pakistan”. Later,
the Supreme Court took up suo
motu proceedings and said, “We
can't call any part of the territory
of India as Pakistan.” After Justice
Srishananda tendered anapology,
the proceedings were closed.

fingerprints at Saif
house, to match
them with accused

VIJAY KUMARYADAV
MUMBAI, JANUARY 20

FOLLOWING THE attack on actor
Saif Ali Khan, the Mumbai Police
found 19 fingerprints at his
house that are suspected to be of
the attacker, said sources. These
will now be matched with the
fingerprints of the Bangladeshi
national, Mohammed Shariful
Islam alias Vijay Das, who has
been arrested in the case.

Sources in the Mumbai Police
said they lifted fingerprints from
the bathroom window from
where the attacker is suspected
to have entered and escaped, the
duct shaft, and the ladder he
used, among other places. They
ran these fingerprints through
the state and national databases,
but they did not find any
matches.

“We should have realised
that the robber could be from
outside and probably a
Bangladeshi national, as many
people enter the country illegally
from there,” said a police officer
who is part of the probe.

Following the arrest of
Shariful Islam (30) on Sunday,
the police now have his finger-
prints. The fingerprints, if they
match, will be the strongest evi-
dence to secure a conviction, said
officials.

Meanwhile, the accused,
who was sent to police custody
for five days on Sunday, was
brought to the Bandra police sta-
tion on Monday. He is likely to be
taken to the actor's house in
Bandra West to re-create the
crime scene, including how he
entered the building and fled.

Mohammed
Shariful
Islam

Khan was seriously injured in
the break-in at his duplex resi-
dence on January 16, between

2 am and 2.30 am, after he
was stabbed multiple times dur-
ing an alleged failed robbery at-
tempt. He was taken to the
Lilavati Hospital, where he under-
went surgery. Doctors have said
he s stable and out of danger.

While the attacker fled, the
police traced his route with the
help of CCTV footage -- he was
purportedly seen buying a cell-
phone cover from a shop in
Dadar, and some food from a
stall in Worli where he made an
online payment, following
which his cellphone number
was traced.

The cellphone number was
then tracked, leading the police
to a Ilabour camp near
Ghodbunder in Thane. Police
also traced the contractor who
had hired Shariful Islam a few
months back and questioned
him. A CCTV footage from
Andheri had caught the contrac-
tor, Jitendra Pandey, with the ac-
cused on a motorcycle.

Pandey had dropped Shariful
[slam somewhere on his motor-
cycle, said police sources. From
Pandey, the police learnt that the
accused could bein Thane. After
hours-long searches by over 100
policemen on Saturday, Shariful
[slam was eventually caught hid-
ing in the mangroves in Thane.

‘Changes in the West will affect our trade’

Chief Economist, Bank of Baroda, Madan Sabnavis, on the economic slowdown in the country, growth prospects in forthcoming quarters and
the effects of global geopolitical developments. The session was conducted by Hitesh Vyas, Assistant Editor, Business
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On the economic slowdown in Q2

We keep saying that India’s economy will
grow at over 7 per cent. We have had these
dreams of making India a $5-trillion economy, a
$10-trillion economy, a developed nation with
various targets. So when we got this number of
5.4 per cent for the second quarter, personally, I
was a bit surprised because we were anticipat-
ing around 6.6-6.8 per cent.

The economy is broadly divided into three
parts: the primary sector, or agriculture, the sec-
ondary sector, or industry — which includes min-
ing, manufacturing, and electricity — and the
services sector, which includes trade, transport,
communications, the financial sector, real estate,
and public administration.

When you look at the breakdown of all these
sectors, we see that agriculture has been doing
well, and this was before the Kharif harvest,
which takes place from October onwards, in
September, but primarily in October and
November. In services, too, people are spending
alot of money.

But in the industrial sector, we saw that
growth came ataround 2.5 per cent, whichis very
anaemic. A deep dive into manufacturing reveals
that it is primarily a demand problem. Multiple
FMCG companies, primarily the MNCs, have at-
tributed this to urban stress. We know of rural
stress, which is when the monsoon fails. Similarly
urban stress, I think, implies a fallin demand due
to higher prices or higher inflation. This may be
because the input costs for companies have gone
up ever since the Ukraine war in 2022, and they
have been holding back on increasing the final
prices of their products. Over the following years,
from the end of 2023, they have begun increas-
ing product prices.

More importantly, we have seen that while
inflation has been in this region of 5.5-6 per cent,
food inflation in particular has been double dig-
its. Due to high food inflation, we spend more
money on necessities, and there is less money
left for discretionary spending. So we spend less
on manufactured goods. People were spending
less on products like mobile phones, television
sets, toasters and other kinds of household goods.
Automobile sales were also lower in September.

Also, in September, we have this period called

What led to a slower growth
in the current year?

In the current year, the industrial sector
has under-performed. And within the in-
dustrial sector, we have mining, manufac-
turing, and electricity, which were handi-
capped a high base effect. Urban demand
came down. There was a festival effect
which probably kept some part of the de-
mand down. So that is what contributed to
slow growth in manufacturing. Otherwise,
the services sector has been doing excep-
tionally well. That is quite contrary to what
we have seen in manufacturing,
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Can policy enhance resilience
to geopolitical challenges?

From the point of view of policy, we can
counter the negative impact of what hap-
pens to currencies. This is where the RBI will
need to take proactive steps. Adecision that
has to be taken is how to ensure that the ru-
pee does not slide down too much. I don’t
think monetary policy per se, thatis the repo
rate we're talking of, is something which will
help to counter it. What could happen in
America is something concerning physical
goods, which would beimpeded or become
more expensive if tariffs were imposed.

Shraddh. This happens for around two weeks
every year. If you're a devout Hindu, you follow
this practice of austerity and don’t buy any con-
sumer goods. People do not buy automobiles or
mobile phones, because they think it's inauspi-
cious, and must wait for the good times. So in
September, even before the corporate results
came out, we saw that auto sales were down, but
production was higher and inventories had built
up. Going into October and November, we saw
that all these goods actually got sold in a month.
So this has also contributed to the lower growth
which we have seen in the manufacturing.

Now, surprisingly, when you look at services,
we see tourism and hospitality doing very well.
Alotof people were going for what we call expe-
riences and travelling, regardless of theirincome
level. Depending on your wallet, you went to a
place, you stayed in a hotel. So the hospitality in-
dustry did very well in all three months.

Overall, 5.4 per cent is not bad when we ex-
amine the numbers. It's a fairly okay number, es-
pecially when we look at what'’s going to happen
in Q3 and Q4, which we believe will be different.

On economic prospects in Q3, Q4

We have seen a lot of turnaround signs.
Different economists see differently. If you want
to get the right picture of what's happening on
the consumption side, look at the data. For in-
stance, look at the GST collections. GST is a con-
sumption-based tax. GST collections have been
over Rs 1.8 lakh crore in October and November.
This can no longer be attributed simply to com-
pliance — people are obviously spending money.
It’s partly because of A, we've had a good kharif
crop, we have seen rural spending picking up,and
B, thisis also the festival time when typically peo-
ple tend to spend a lot on gifts, on products, on
household products. Based on this, I believe con-

(Left) Madan Sabnavis, Chief Economist,
Bank of Baroda; Hitesh Vyas

sumption has picked up in Q3. And as consump-
tion picks up, there’s normally a case of saying
that investment also increases.

Investment data is not readily available, but
we can look at the CMI database on investment
intentions. Between April and June, there were
hardly any announcements because the elections
were going on. The private sector always likes to
wait and watch, irrespective of their perceptions
of which government will come to power. But if
you look from July 1 onwards till date, it has been
amazingly high. If I compare it with last year,
there are signs that investment, particularly pri-
vate sector investment is picking up. I see that as
a positive.

Finally, if we look at Central government ex-
penditure, it was lagging primarily because of the
election. Also, by that time you have all
the ministries together, you decide to
push forward your projects. The data
we get up to October shows that
there’s not been too much movement
compared to lastyear. Soif youlook at
what has been the overall capex ex-
penditure, Rs 11.1 lakh crore, and see
what percentage — if | remember
right, it’s a little less than 50 per cent
has been spent. Compared to last

SCANTHECODETO
WATCH VIDEO

Looking at the growth rates so far, averaging
at7 per centin Q3 and Q4, we would end up with
around 6.6 to 6.8 per cent, which I think is fairly
reasonable and shows stable growth. This is still
lower than last year, so we should admit that our
growth number, compared with other
economies, will still be impressive. But we are
still lower than the 8.2 per cent we got last year.

On effect of geopolitics on growth

[ speak about geopolitical developments be-
yond politics. We talk of wars and invariably, the
questionis what happens to crude oil prices? We
saw it increase when the Ukraine war began.
When the Israel-Hamas conflict started, we all
expected crude oil to rise again to $120-130 per
barrel. However, very little happened. The world
has adjusted to these geopolitical problems. So
see geopolitics as less of a risk. World Bank data
estimate the crude oil price will remain at $70-
80 perbarrel for 2025. Going ahead to 2026, we’ll
be in the same range. So I think today the global
economy is quite insulated from the politics of
these physical battles that take place.

With this, when I speak of the other part of
the external world, I think there is concern about
what will happen when Donald Trump becomes
the President of the USA. There was a lot of mes-
saging around the US election restricting mi-
grants or threats to impose customs tariffs or low-
ering the corporate tax rate.

This would mean that US inflation will in-
crease because if it gets rid of labour,  have to pay
higher wages, which costs inflation. If 'm talking
interms of cutting corporate tax rate, the budget
swells, higher borrowing, inflationary potential.
lincrease custom tariffs, automatically there will
be inflation. I see this as one major
problem which all countries are aware
of. We don’t know how much of this
will be implemented, or to what ex-
tent India will be affected. But given
the fact that America is our major trad-
ing partner, this is a concern from the

point of view of exports.

On the other hand, we know that
when all this happens, China is not
going to sit back. They're going to try

year, it was about 50 per cent. So

therefore there’sbeen some kind of alag when it
comes to government expenditure on capital on
projects.

Now this to my mind is something which is
going to change. I say this because if you look at
the kind of determination the government has
shown in the past, based on experience, it looks
like that will be very much close to the Rs 11.1
lakh crore, which is supposed to be spent by
March. This means our shortfall has been there
up to October and is something we are very con-
fident will be made up. This is why we think
growthin Q3 and Q4 would average a little above
7 per cent.

and push forth their own exports. So
how are they going to doit? You'll let the currency
depreciate, which they're doing already. They will
give us stimulus. They will try and produce more
goods and dumpitin other territories. This is the
concern we have on the trade front. So geopolitics
through what happens in the Western nations,
in particular, the US will affect us on the export
and import fronts. On the currency side, we have
already seen that the dollar has been strength-
ening at the expense of all other currencies. It is
now left to the Central bank to decide what extent
it will go and defend the rupee. In doing so, the
RBIwill need to take a call on drawing on its for-
eignreserves. This presents another conundrum.
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FOUR ARRESTED, 3 FROM HYDERABAD, 1 NEAR JAIPUR: GOA POLICE

‘Multi-crore scam’: Listing Goa villas that do not exist, gang At RG Kar, sealed

cons 500 tourists looking to rent properties through portals

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
PANAJI, JANUARY 20

GOA POLICE on Monday said it
busted a “multi-crore scam” and
arrested four persons suspected
of conning at least 500 tourists
by offering “non-existent” villas
and other properties for rent
through online booking plat-
forms and collecting advance
payments.

According to police, several
tourists lodged complaints in re-
cent months that they had been
duped by “fake villa listings” on
popular online travel platforms.
They were asked for advanced

payments for properties listed
online, which they later found
did not exist, the complaints al-
leged.

Police said conmen posed as
hotel operators and deceived un-
suspecting tourists by “exploit-
ing loopholes on renowned
booking platforms”.

North Goa SP Akshat Kaushal
said the money transactions
were not done on the booking
websites, but directly to those
who listed the properties on the
platforms. “The transactions
were not made through web-
sites. We have been given to un-
derstand that there are two
kinds of properties that are listed

Kerala woman gets
death sentence for
poisoning her friend

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 20

A  SESSIONS court at

Neyyattinkara in Kerala’s
Thiruvananthapuram district on
Monday awarded death sen-
tence to 24-year-old Greeshma
who was found guilty of murder-
ing Sharon Raj, with whom she
was in a relationship, in 2022.

According to the prosecution,
Kanyakumari-resident Greeshma
and Sharon, from Parassala in
Thiruvananthapuram, had been
friends since 2021 when she was
apostgraduate student of English
and he was in his undergraduate
final year. Her maternal uncle
Nirmalakumaran Nair, who abet-
ted the crime, was awarded jail
term of three years. The court had
last week acquitted Greeshma's
mother Sindhu.

Although they were inarela-
tionship, in March 2022,
Greeshma’s family fixed her mar-
riage to a military officer,and she
consented to the match. The
prosecution alleges that with her
planned wedding fast approach-
ing, Greeshma planned to kill
Sharon, with whom she had con-
tinued a relationship even after
accepting the marriage proposal.

She allegedly did extensive

online searches on the effects of
painkillers on the body and at-
tempted multiple times to poi-
son Sharon, even lacing his water
and juice with tablets.

As these didn’t have desired
effect, she even gave hima juice-
drinking challenge, investigators
found. With Sharon emerging
unscathed fromall of this, she de-
cided to use different ingredients.

On October 14,2022, around
amonth before she was to marry
the military officer, Greeshma
invited Sharon to her house and
served him a medicinal
ayurvedic drink, in which she
had mixed some herbicide, ac-
cording to the prosecution.

With the ayurvedic concoc-
tion being normally bitter-tast-
ing, Sharon did not notice any-
thing unusual. However, after
leaving Greeshma’s house, he be-
gan feeling uneasy and vomited
several times that night, follow-
ing which he was hospitalised.

On October 25, 23-year-old
Sharon died of multiple organ fail-
ure while undergoing treatment
atthe Medical College Hospitalin
Thiruvananthapuram. Before his
death, he had raised the suspicion
that he was poisoned by
Greeshma and told a friend that
she had “cheated” on him. After
his death, his family filed a police
complaint.

on websites — one is verified and
the other unverified. On unveri-
fied listings, one has to contact
the manager of the listed prop-
erty after the booking,” the SP
said.

Police began investigations
after a Chandigarh resident sent
acomplaint via email to the Goa
Police that he was conned of
Rs 20,000 while booking a prop-
erty named ‘Ruby Villa’ onan on-
line booking platform.

When the complainant
reached Goa for his vacation, he
discovered that the villa did not
exist, police said. An FIR was reg-
istered at Anjuna police station
under section 318 (4) of BNS,

which pertains to cheating.
Subsequently, a police probe re-
vealed a larger conspiracy.

Four accused, identified as
Saurabh, Sayed Ali Mukhtar,
Mohammad Firoz, and Mohd
Azharuddin Saif, have been ar-
rested. Three of them were
picked up from Hyderabad and
one near Jaipur.

SPKaushal said the gang had
conned at least 500 tourists.
“Based on call records of the ac-
cused, we found that they had
been in contact with more than
500 customers. This contact was
only established after a customer
made an initial booking on the
website. So, we feel more than
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500 people were in touch with
them for bookings. .. How many
of these actually made the pay-
ment is being probed,” he said.
“The accused shared photos
of villas from locations outside
Goa or, in certain cases, put up
pictures of villas from YouTube.
These villas were offered at rela-
tively cheaper and attractive
prices to lure tourists. During their
conversation, the accused would
create an impression that if they
did not pay an advance to secure
the deal, the property would no
longer be available. So, in many
cases, customers ended up pay-
ingRs 10,000-20,000 as advance,
and since the amount swindled
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from one customer was not big,
the accused were able to go un-
der the radar,” the SP said.

Police said the accused have
lived in Goa in the past and were
well versed with the rental busi-
ness. “They were operatmg from
a rented room in Hyderabad,
where they would field calls from
potential victims. They employed
women telephone operators to
build trust with victims. The per-
petrators exploited vulnerabilities
in booking platforms to create
fraudulent listings for non-exis-
tent properties. They collected ad-
vance payments through digital
payment systems linked to multi-
ple bank accounts,” Kaushal said.

A search operation near the site of the gunfight in Sopore area of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district on Monday. P11

Soldier killed in north Kashmir gun battle

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 20

AN ARMY soldier was killed on
Monday in an encounter with
militants in north Kashmir's
Sopore.

On Sunday evening, a joint
team of forces cordoned off the
Gujjar Pati area of Zaloora in

SC: Pained to see son unable to bury
father in village move apex court

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
said it was pained to see a man
move the top court to bury his fa-
ther as per Christian rites in a
Chhattisgarh village after the au-
thorities failed toresolve theissue.

A bench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and Satish Chandra
Sharma was hearing a plea filed
by one Ramesh Baghel, challeng-
ing an order of the Chhattisgarh
High Court which disposed of his
plea seeking burial of his father,
a pastor, in the area specified for

the burial of Christians in the vil-
lage graveyard.

“Why should a person who
haslived ina particular village be
not buried in that village? The
body is lying in the morgue since
January 7. Sorry to say thataman
has to come to the Supreme Court
for burial of his father. We are
sorry to say that neither the
Panchayat, nor the state govern-
ment or the high court was able
to resolve this problem. We are
surprised by the high court’s re-
mark that there will be law and
order problem. We are pained to
see thata personis unable to bury
his father and has to come to the

Supreme Court,” said the bench.

Baghel said while villagers
had “aggressively objected” to
the burial, police threatened him
with legal action.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the state,
informed the court that there
was no burial ground for
Christians and the man could be
buried in a place 20 kilometer
away from the village.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves, appearing for Baghel,
said the affidavit submitted by
the state showed his family
members were also buried in the
village.

Sopore after receiving inputs
about the presence of a militant
hideout. As the joint team of
forces zeroed in on the target, the
militants hiding in the area
opened fire, leading to a gun-
fight, officials said.
Reinforcements were sent to
the area and the cordon was
strengthened, but the operation
had to be suspended for the

night due to fading light. On
Monday morning, as the opera-
tion restarted, the militants
opened fire again, injuring Swr
Pangala Kartheek. He was then
evacuated from the area, but
succumbed to his wounds on the
way.

“All ranks of the Chinar Corps
salute the supreme sacrifice of
Braveheart Swr Pangala

Kartheek, who laid down his life
in the line of duty. Chinar
Warriors salute hisimmense val-
our and sacrifice, express deep-
est condolences and stand in sol-
idarity with the bereaved
family,” the Army’s Chinar Corps
said ina poston X.

The operation against the
militants is ongoing, officials
said.

Top court grants custody of techie
Atul Subhash’s son to estranged wife

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
ruled that the custody of the mi-
nor son of Bengaluru techie Atul
Subhash, who took his own life,
will remain with his estranged
wife Nikita Singhania, who is fac-
ing charges of abetting his sui-
cide along with her family mem-
bers.

A bench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and S C Sharma
made this decision while deny-
ing a request from Subhash'’s
mother Anju Devi to grant her

the child’s custody.

During a hearing on January
7, Justice Nagarathna remarked
that Anju Devi was “virtually a
stranger to the child,” indicating
a lack of familiarity between
them.

The court wanted to interact
with the child, who is said to be
studying at a boarding school in
Haryana. It also requested affi-
davits from the Haryana
Government and Singhania on
the child’s condition.

On Monday, Anju Devi’s
counsel sought additional time
in the matter, but the court de-
clined and had a private online

interaction with the child.

Anju Devi urged the top court
to grant her custody of her
grandson, arguing that children
of such a tender age should not
be sent to a boarding school.

She referred to the allega-
tions that Singhania had arole in
Subhash’s death.

However, the court said
Singhania has not yet been
found guilty and that conclu-
sions cannot be drawn based on
media coverage of the case.

Subhash died by suicide on
December 9 last year. He left be-
hind a ‘justice is due’ placard and
a 24-page suicide note.

RAPE-MURDER CONVICT GETS LIFE TERM

door, a symbolic
bust — and signs
of dlsappomtment

‘Cry Of The Hour’ bust installed at the R G Kar hospital asa
tribute to the trainee doctor; banners of the protest on the
hospital premises, Monday. Partha Paul

SWEETY KUMARI & RAVIK
BHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, JANUARY 20

OUTSIDE THE seminar hall at
Kolkata’s RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital, a white-and-blue
tape has the words ‘Kolkata Police
do not cross’. At any time of the
day, the brown door with a
wooden signboard is guarded by
two policemen —allinabid tobar
entry of anyone into the room.

A junior doctor on duty was
raped and murdered in this very
room in the early hours of
August 9, triggering a massive
outrage and an indefinite doc-
tors’ strike for justice and better
work conditions.

On Monday, after 66 days of
in-camera hearing and exami-
nation of 120 witnesses, a court
in Kolkata’s Sealdah finally gave
its ruling — life imprisonment for
Sanjoy Roy, a 35-year-old civic
volunteer attached to the
Kolkata Police, who was found
guilty of the crime on Saturday.

Inthe corridors of the busy RG
Kar Medical College, which was
the victim’s world until the inci-
dent, her memory lingers on. The
airis heavy with disappointment
at the final ruling, with many still
calling for the death penalty for
Roy. “This department, this ward,
the building and the hospital
premises was her world, which
ended abruptly and violently. Or
else now she would be sittingand
working with us” a post-gradu-
ate trainee doctor of chest medi-
cine tells The Indian Express.

But it’s not only the seminar
room that still bears evidence of
the rape-murder and its after-
math. Just outside the main en-
trance is the site of protest,
where doctors spent months de-
manding justice and a change in
work conditions. A painting of
Goddess Durga holding the body
of a junior doctor lies freshly gar-
landed. On a table beside it is a
shrine — two symbolic pictures
of the victim, garlanded with
fresh incense candles in front.

Piles of papers, brush, and
paints are littered around, with
signs screaming ‘We want jus-
tice’, ‘Ogo Matri Shakti, Prati
Inchite Justice Nio Mepe (O

CoOLOSSAL BUDDHA HEAD, MASSIVE PALM AMONG DI1SCOVERIES, ESTIMATED TO DATE BACK 8TH & 9TH CENTURY AD

ASI excavations in Ratnagiri spothghts ancient Buddhist site, its SE Asia links

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY 20

IN DECEMBER, when Archa-
eological Survey of India’s superi-
ntending archaeologist D B
Garnayakand his team took up ex-
cavations at the 5th-13th Century
Buddhist complex in Ratnagiri, in
Odisha’s Jajpur district, after a gap
of 60 years, their aim was two-fold
— touncover more of the complex
and to find material evidence of
the state’s link to the larger
Southeast Asian culture.

So far, the mission has been
partially successful — they have
unearthed a colossal Buddha
head, a massive palm, an ancient
wall and inscribed Buddhist relics,
all of which are estimated to date
back 8th and 9th Century AD.

“The Buddha head was 3-4
feet tall and the palm was 5 feet,”
says Sunil Patnaik, a Buddhist re-
searcher and secretary of Odisha
Institute of Maritime and South

East Asian Studies whois part of
the excavation team. “You can
imagine the richness of the area
from just this.”

The discoveries are signifi-
cant, especially given Odisha’s
historical relationship with
Buddhism beginning with
Mauryan Emperor Ashoka (304-
232 BCE), one of Buddhism’s
greatest patrons whose invasion
of the kingdom of Kalinga - the
ancient name for Odisha - led to
him embracing the religion.

Located 100 km northeast of
Bhubaneswar and part of the fa-
mous Diamond Triangle of
Odisha along with Udaygiri and
Lalitgiri, Ratnagiri - translated as
the ‘Hills of Jewels’ — was first
documented as a historical site
in 1905. The site stands on a hill
between Birupa and Brahmani
rivers and is Odisha’s most fa-
mous — and the most excavated
— Buddhist site.

The last excavations were
carried out between 1958 and

1961, led by archaeologist Debala
Mitra, who eventually became
ASTI's director general. The efforts
led to the discovery of many re-
mains — including a brick stupa,
three monastic complexes and
over hundreds of votive and
commemorative stupas.

According to Garnayak, the
latest excavation aims at un-
earthing the partially visible struc-
tures and sculptures “and to find
outif any shrine complex/chaitya
complex — a sacred Buddhist as-
sembly or prayer hall —as noticed
in the neighbouring sites and to
know the ceramic assemblage (a
collection of pottery found at an
archaeological site) of the site,
which has not been addressed in
the earlier excavations”.

“The effort is also to find evi-
dence on the material culture
(the aspect of culture studied
through physical objects and ar-
chitecture) of Southeast Asian
origin or beyond, which has not
been studied so far, and to un-

The Buddha head excavated in Ratnagiri, Odisha. Express

derstand the cultural framework
of the colossal Buddha head
from the site,” Garnayak told The
Indian Express.

Odisha, Southeast Asia
and Buddhism

Odisha has long enjoyed
maritime and trade links with
Southeast Asian countries: ac-
cording to historians, pepper,
cinnamon, cardamom, silk, cam-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

phor, gold, and jewellery were
popular items of trade between
the ancient kingdom of Kalinga
and Southeast Asia.

The state also annually holds
Baliyatra, literally ‘voyage to Bali’
— a seven-day festival to com-
memorate the 2,000-year-old
maritime and cultural links be-
tween Kalinga and Bali and other
South and Southeast Asian re-
gions such as Java, Sumatra,

Borneo, Burma (Myanmar) and
Ceylon (Sri Lanka).

Even though there was no
evidence of Buddha visiting
Odisha during his lifetime,
Kalinga played a great role in
popularising Buddhism, espe-
cially in Southeast Asia, because
of its trade link with the region:
experts believe that Tapassuand
Bhallika, the two merchant
brothers who became the first
disciples of Lord Buddha, having
their origins from Utkala, an-
other ancient name of Odisha.

Mauryan Emperor Ashoka is
believed to have invaded Kalinga
in 261 BC but, deeply moved by
the bloodshed in the war, he
eventually embraced Buddhism,
which he eventually helped
spread not only to his own em-
pire but also to Sri Lanka, and
Central and Southeast Asia.

InOdisha, Buddhism s stated
to have particularly flourished
under the Bhaumakara dynasty,
which ruled parts of the state in

between the 8th and 10th
Century.

Experts date Ratnagiri to the
5th and 13th Century, although
the peak period of construction
is dated between the 7th and
10th centuries. According to
Thomas Donaldson, a former
professor at Cleveland University
who is a scholar in iconography
and an expertin Odisha’sartand
Buddhist sites, Ratnagiri rivalled
Nalanda as a learning centre,
with even some of the Tibetan
texts even seen at the place
where the Mahayana and
Tantrayana (also known as
Vajrayana that involves mystical
practices and concepts) sects of
Buddhism originated.

However, with the ASI even-
tually shifting focus on sites such
as Lalitgiri, where the oldest
Buddhist monastery in the state
was found, the Ratnagiri excava-
tion was put on the backburner.

It was Garnayak who was in-
strumental in bringing the focus

Mother Goddess, do notleave an
inch where justice is concerned),
and ‘Amar Didir Bichar Chai (We
want justice for our sister)’.

Right at the back of the now-
empty protest site are relatives
of patients, who are resting after
a heavy day’s running around.
One of them, Subrata Purkayait
from Hooghly district, was at the
hospital on August 9, when the
incident sparked the protests.
His wife had just had a baby girl,
and he was completing formali-
ties for their discharge when a
crowd of media and police gath-
ered at the hospital.

The incident left Subrata,
who’s now here on account of his
infant daughter’s breathing issues,
deeply shaken, he says. “I have a
daughter. If 'm doing everything
to save my five-month-old daugh-
ter, it pains me to think about the
pain that the parents who made
her a doctor are going through. I
just pray that she gets justice.”

As the day progresses and the
hour of the ruling draws near, se-
curity is beefed up at the hospi-
tal. The sprawling hospital is
now guarded by the Central
Industrial Security Force, with
teams from the Kolkata police
personnel.

Some 5 minutes from the
protest site, the small garden has
a symbolic bust of the victim.
The bust, named ‘Cry of the
Hour’, was erected in memory of
‘Abhaya’ — the name protesters
call the victim by.

Protesters are upset at the
ruling. “I'm not in a position to
talk,” said Dr Subhayan Mondal,
the victim's classmate after the
ruling. Another protester, final-
year MBBS student Saikat
Talukdar, believes more people
were involved.

“It's not possible for anyone
to commit the crime alone and
leave the crime scene without
being noticed,” he says.

Dr Shreya, a PGT doctor atRG
Kar Hospital, calls the ruling
“deeply disappointing”.

“The accused was appre-
hended the very next day fol-
lowing the crime. Both her par-
ents believe there is more to this
case. I agree. This outcome feels
like amockery of the judicial sys-
tem,” she says.

back to the site. This, he said, was
because “several of the struc-
tures at the site were partially
visible and merited excavation”.

According to scholars like
Patnaik, the latest discoveries
signified how Odisha -- home to
over 100 ancient Buddhist sites
— was once a place of great
Buddhist learning.

“The findings suggest that this
place (Ratnagiri) was once a key
Buddhism centre inancient times.
There are some studies that sug-
gest that the renowned Chinese
Buddhist monk and traveller,
Hiuen Tsang, who visited Odisha,
during 638-639 AD, might have
visited Ratnagiri. The new excava-
tions would shed light about the
lifestyle, culture, religion, art and
architecture at different timesand
also suggest whether there were
more ancient (before 5th century)
relics at the site.”

The excavations at Ratnagiri
will continue for another month
or two, officials said.
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2 Maoists killed
near Odisha
border; weapon

recovered, four
IEDs defused

Raipur: Security forces in
Chhattisgarh gunned down two
Maoists at the Udanti Sitanadi
Tiger Reserve near the state’s bor-
der with Odisha on Monday;, offi-
cials said. One jawan from CoBRA
suffered a minor injury after a
sharp object grazed his neck.
Officials said the two deceased
women belonged to the
Sonabeda-Dharambandha Com-
mittee. This takes the number of
alleged Maoists killed in encoun-
tersin Chhattisgarh this year to 28.
“The Maoists attacked us with an
automatic weapon and barrel
grenade launchers. They had
planted four IEDs, which we dete-
cted and defused. We have found
the automatic weapon. Our jaw-
ansarereturning,” said Gariaband
SP Nikhil Rakhecha. ENS

UNNAO RAPE CASE

HC asks ex-MLA Sengar, out on
bail for over a month, to surrender

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

THE DELHI High Court Monday refused to
extend the temporary suspension of former
MLA Kuldeep Singh Sengar’s life term for the
2017 rape of aminorin Unnao, telling him to

surrender.

The expelled BJP leader, also serving a
10-year sentence over the custodial death
of the rape survivor’s father, has been out on
interim bail since December 5, was seeking

its extension on health grounds.

Sengar’s counsel, Senior Advocate N
Hariharan, told a division bench of Justices
Navin Chawla and Shalinder Kaur that
Sengar has a January 24 appointment for
a cataract surgery at AIIMS Delhi. Citing
AIIMS’ busy schedule, the counsel submit-

A wedding and 17 funerals — Jammu village

recounts how deadly illness ravaged 3 families

ARUNSHARMA
BADDAL, JANUARY 20

MUSHTAQ AHMED (35) and his
grandfather Jamal Din (65) wait
for people to help dig a grave for
Yasmeen Kousar (15), the latest
victim of anillness that has struck
fear in Jammu'’s Baddal village,
which has roughly 500 homes.
Since December 7, 17 residents
have died in the village, forcing the
Centre to take note and form an
inter-ministerial team last week.

“See the fear among people;
nooneevenwantstodigagrave,”
said Din. “Atleast 10-12 people are
required for this job,” his grand-
sonadded.

“Yeh mere nana hai, lekin hum
aaj ek doosre ke gharmein na kuch
khaate hein, na paani peete hain
(Though he is my maternal grand-
father, we neither dine nor drink

water at each other’s home),”
Ahmed elaborated the extent of
fear among the villagers. Many
people opt to stay indoors, giving
the village a deserted look. Those
who could moved elsewhere.

Kousar is the daughter of
Mohammad Aslam, whose family
has been particularly ravaged by
the illness. He lost five children
earlier, apart from his maternal
aunt and uncle.

As a probe proceeds to ascer-
tain the cause of the deaths, the
administration has ordered vil-
lagers not to organise any com-
munity gatherings, said arevenue
official. “A couple of marriages
fixed for today have been post-
poned,” said a villager.

On Monday, the team consti-
tuted on orders of Home Minister
Amit Shah visited the village, lo-
cated 60 km from the Rajouri dis-
trict headquarters,and met fami-

ted that Sengar has been in custody for

eight years.

The survivor’s lawyer, Mehmood Pracha,

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 20

made a preliminary objection, saying he has

March 13,2020.

notbeen provided a copy of the main appli-
cation by Sengar where he seeks an exten-
sion of the interim suspension.

Directing Sengar’s side to supply the
same to the survivor on Monday itself, the
court posted the matter for January 22.

Sengar had moved a similar application
before a single-judge bench of Justice Vikas
Mahajan, seeking interim bail in the custo-
dial death case registered by the CBL. He was
found guilty of culpable homicide not
amounting to murder in this case on

Justice Mahajan, too, did not consider the
interim suspension of the sentence in light
of the view taken by the division bench.
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AFTER HIS remarks praising “the me-
dicinal properties” of cow urine sparked
criticism, IIT Madras Director V
Kamakoti Monday clarified his position,
asserting that his comments were based
onscientificresearch and abroader un-
derstanding of Indian medicine.

“I personally consume Panchag-
avyam,” Kamakoti said, referring to a
mixture used in Hindu rituals, made by
combining cow urine, cow dung, milk,
curd, and ghee.

OnJanuary 15,2025, duringa speech
at a ‘Go Samrakshana Sala’ event in
Chennai, Kamakoti purportedly spoke
about the benefits of cow urine, or
goumutra, in treating various health
conditions and recalled an anecdote of
asanyasi whoallegedly recovered from
a fever after drinkit.

“Aprominent sanyasi came and de-
veloped a fever. He was suggested the

lies of the deceased.

Authorities have also ordered
the sealing of a baoli (water reser-
voir), where they have traces of
“pesticides or insecticides”. It is
suspected that the victims con-
sumed water from this reservoir,
sources told The Indian Express.

Earlier, experts from the coun-
try’s top medical institutions —
PGIMER, Chandigarh; National
Institute of Virology, Pune; and
National Centre for Disease
Control, Delhi - had visited the vil-
lage and tested some water and
food samples.

In their report to the J&K gov-
ernment, experts had said “cer-
tain neurotoxins” appear to have
been found in the samples of
those who died. “These (deaths)
were found to be localised and
possibly having some epidemio-
logical linkage,” an official
spokesperson had said last week.

It started with a feast

Villagers recounted that ever
since December 2, when they
gathered for the wedding of local
Fazal Hussain’s daughter Sultana,
they have mostly been gathering
for funerals. The dead have been
from the families of Fazal Hussain,
Mohammad Aslam and Moham-
mad Rafiq.

A few days later, Fazal and his
four children fell ill. They were
taken toagovernment medical fa-
cility in Kotranka and then to the
Government Medical College
Hospital in Rajouri. As their con-
dition deteriorated, doctors re-
ferred them to Jammu on Decem-
ber 7,but Fazal died en route while
his children died the next day.

However, what sent alarm
bells ringing among the adminis-
tration was when four members
of Rafiqg’s family, including his
pregnant wife, two sons and a

daughter, arrived at the hospital
with similar symptoms - mild
fever at the beginning followed by
loss of consciousness.

All four died during treatment,
villagers said, adding that Rafiq
and Fazal are related and both
families were at the wedding. This
led doctors to initially suspect it
was a case of food poisoning,

Villagers recalled that 40
days after the deaths at Fazal’s
home, there was “khatam” (to
mark the end of mourning) at his
home. Villagers who attended
had food there.

After the conclusion of that
ceremony, villagers said sweet rice
in packets was sent from Fazal’s
home to the homes of Moham-
mad Yusuf and Mohammad
Aslamas they were close relatives.
In the days that followed, six chil-
dren from Aslam’s family suc-
cumbed to the illness.

IT'T-Madras director defends goumutra
remarks: ‘I consume Panchagavyam’

idea of calling a doctor... I forgot the
name of that sanyasi. He immediately
said he would drink goumutra. Goum-
utra was immediately brought, and he
consumed it with much ease. The fever
seemed to have disappeared in 15 min-
utes. So, antibacterial, antifungal, diges-
tiveissues, and irritable bowel syndrome
— for many such issues - goumutra is a
important medicine. We should con-
sider it with due importance,” he said.

The remarks led to criticism from
various quarters, including political
leaders and rationalist organisations.

On Monday, Kamakoti said, "So
now the question is what is the scien-
tific validation of cow urine? There are
five papers published in the US and a
US patent, published in Nature (a
British weekly scientific journal). It has
details of its antibacterial, anti-fungal,
and anti-inflammatory properties that
are validated. This is exactly what I said
inmy speech also.”

He said there is even a product on
Amazon called ‘Panchagavya Ghrithan',

referencing a Kerala Ayurvedic medi-
cine made fromablend of traditional in-
gredients. "This product is approved by
whatever medical aspects,” he said.

Kamakoti said cow urine hasbeena
partof Ayurveda and Indian medical tra-
ditions. "Now itisa political controversy,
but I don’t want to talk about politics,”
he said. "It is purely scientific. There is
validation in papers. That will give clar-
ity. My point is there is a scientific justi-
fication."

He also took a positive view of the
media attention that his remarks had
garnered, seeing it as an opportunity to
highlight the relevance of Indian schools
of medicine.

"I look at this issue positively be-
causeithastriggered aninterestin the
subject,"” Kamakoti said. "We have
Indian schools of medicine, we have
naturopathy, there are many such
Indian schools of thought and natur-
opathy hospitals. Exploring the scope
of Indian schools of medicine is a very
good thing."
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BADLAPUR SEXUAL ASSAULT

Probeindicts 5
cops for custodial
death, HC directs
govt tofile FIR

Found substance in false encounter
allegations: Magistrate inquiry report

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 20

FIVE POLICE officers, including a
police driver, were responsible for
the custodial death of the janitor
accused in the Badlapur sexual
assault case, the Bombay High
Court was informed Monday in
the wake of the inquiry by amag-
istrate. The magistrate inquiry
held that “false encounter” alle-
gations made by parents of the
deceased “found substance” if all
evidence, including Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL) reports,
are considered.

The high court directed the
Maharashtra government to reg-
ister an FIR against the officers
based on the findings of the mag-
istrate and initiate further pro-
ceedings. The officers were iden-
tified as senior police inspector
Sanjay Shinde (Thane Crime
Branch), assistant police inspec-
tor Nilesh More, head constables
Abhijeet More and Harish Tawade
and Satish Ramnath Khatal, the
driver with constable rank.

On September 23, 2024, the
23-year-old janitor, who was ar-
rested the previous month over
the alleged sexual assault of two
four-year-old girls at a school in
Badlapur, was shot dead while be-
ing transported ina police vehicle.
Police had claimed he was killed
in “retaliatory firing” after he
snatched an officer’s service
weapon and fired three rounds,
injuring an officer. According to
police, the man was initially hand-

Lakhimpur Kheri violence case.
Four anti-farm law protesters
were killed when a convoy of ve-

hicles, including one belonging to

Rs. 3,30 92,1 75/-

THE SUPREME Court Monday di-
rected police to inquire into alle-
gations that Ashish Mishra, the
son of former Union minister of
state for home Ajay Mishra, vio-
lated his bail conditions by threat-
ening witnesses in the

Ashish Mishra’s father, ran over
them on October 3,2021.
Abench of Justices Surya Kant
and NKSingh was hearinga plea
seeking the cancellation of Ajay
Mishra’s bail. On Monday, it
asked the SP to submit a report
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NOTICE
Fhe Sports Department, Haryana intends to invite guotations for
providing high- quality sports kits for participation of the State's
delegation in the upcoming 38th National Games 2025 to be held at

Sports Kit Inclusions = 2 Tracksuits = 2 T-Shirts = | Sweat Shart
# 7 Satg of Shorts = 1 Pair of ﬁ['u'ur[*\ Shoes = 2 Pair of Socks = 2 Sets
of Playing Kit = | Towel = | Bag Pack = | Trolley Kit Bag.
Quantity Required:- Approx. |.000 kits

The sealed quotations are to be submitted at the Sports Directorate,
lau Devi Lal Sports Complex, dector-3. Panchkula (Haryvana)
tatest by 12:00 PM on 22nd January 2025 which will be opened on
the same day i.e. 22nd January 2025 at 03:00 PM.

* (Quotations can be cancelled at any time without any notice
* No quotations will be recerved after 12:00 PM on

* The sports kits are to be delivered on or before 26th January 20025

* The supplier should be an [SO-certified company.

* The participating firms must have the expenence of successtully
supplying of minmum two orders to the Sports Authonty of India,

any State’ U'T Government or the Defence Sector for the Nabhonal
* Preference will be given to the Onginal Manufacturer of the

* Participating firms should have to submit a sample sports kit with
the quotation. In case the sample of the L1 firm s not found o meet
quahlity standards or not provided the necessary documentation,
then their guotation is liable to be rejected and the next firm will

be considered L1 if meating all the conditions
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E-AUCTION NOTICE

E-Bids are invited for licensing out Shops at Skylark Tourist Complex
Panipat of Haryana Tourism Corporation Itd. The e-auction will be held on
29th January, 2025 (11:00 am to 4:00 pm). Last date for submission of
documents is 28th January, 2025 till 11:00 am. For enquiry please contact
concerned DDO of the complex (Sh. Karambir Kadyan, Phone No. 9728000888).

E-Auction documents along with details of activity are available at the
website of HTC i.c. www.haryanatourism.gov.in as well as on NIC portal
http://eauction.gov.in for online participation. Managing Director, HTC
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any

ISSUED BY
MANAGING DIRECTOR

across Haryana.

locations by visiting

24.01.2025,  28.01.2025,

31898 No- 31899/HRY

HARYANA STATE WAREHOUSING CORPORATION gss

BAY NO. 15-18, SECTOR 2, PANCHKULA (HARYANA)
E-Auction Notice

The Haryana State Warehousing Corporation intends to
e-auction of 2.47 LM. Commercial Mustard stored in State
Warehouses/ Private Hired godowns at various locations

Interested parties are requested to see the detailed terms &
conditions/instructions to participate in bid for one or more
the
agribazaar.com, e-krishimandi.com, market.neml.in and

URL: hswcauction.com,

nafedmjunction.in. The e-Auction will commence on

31.01.2025, 03.02.2025,

07.02.2025, 11.02.2025, 18.02.2025, 21.02.2025, 25.02.2025
and 28.02.2025 at 12:00 Noon to 12:45 PM.

Haryana State Warehousing Corporation reserves
the right to accept /reject/increase/decrease the auction date &
quantity without assigning any reason/notice.

Managing Director

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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cuffed, but one of his hands was
freed when he requested a glass
of water.

The report of inquiry magis-
trate, Ashok R Shendge, stated,
“The alleged incident happened
in a moving vehicle. The four po-
lice personnel were in a position
where they could easily handle
the situation. I have already men-
tioned that there was no finger
print of the deceased on the pis-
tol. Moreover, no gunshot residues
were found on handwash, hand-
cuffs and clothes of the deceased...
it clearly shows that use of force
was not justified and contention
raised by police personnel of the
right of private defence comes un-
der shadow of suspicion.”

Noting that the five police per-
sonnel were present at the time of
“encounter”, the magistrate held,
“There are a number of grounds
asnarrated that raise suspicion of
the alleged encounter. Therefore,
these five police persons are re-
sponsible for the death.”

The magistrate further noted
that in future, caution has to be
taken by the authorities by video
recording through dash cameras
whenever any person is trans-
ported in custody.

On October 3, the high court,
while hearing a plea by the father
of the deceased seeking an SIT
probe into the alleged encounter
death, had ordered an expedited
magisterial inquiry.

Earlier, the court had raised
several questions regarding the
encounter. The high court posted
further hearing to February 5.

‘Ashish Mishra threatened witnesses™
Top court asks police to probe allegation

after looking into the allegations
as well as Mishra’s submissions
denying the allegation.

Senior Advocate Siddharth
Dave, representing Mishra,
termed the allegations “publicity
oriented”. Dave said Mishra was
in the Lok Sabha secretariat dur-
ing the time he was said to be in-
fluencing witnesses. “There can't
be bigger proof,” he said.
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Mitigating, ageravating circumstances in death penalty cases

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

A SESSIONS court in Kolkata sentenced
Sanjoy Roy, convicted of the rape and murder
of a doctor at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital, to life imprisonment on Monday.

The CBI had argued strongly for the death
penalty in the case that shook West Bengal
and triggered several weeks of protests and
strikes by doctors. West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee had demanded
death for the murderer.

The Supreme Court has held that a sen-
tence of death should be passed only in the
“rarest of rare” cases, after the court has con-
sidered possible “aggravating” and “mitigat-
ing” circumstances (Bachan Singh v. State of
Punjab, 1980).

‘Rarest of rare’ test

In Bachan Singh, the SC considered a chal-
lenge to the constitutionality of the death
penalty. It upheld the death penalty, but said
it should be imposed only in the “rarest of
rare” cases where there is no possibility of

reformation.

The five-judge Constitution Bench did not
specify the standards to determine whether
the death penalty should beimposed, but laid
down non-exhaustive lists of “aggravating”
and “mitigating” circumstances for courts to
consider while making the decision.

AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES,
which could tilt the court’s decision towards
the death penalty:

M If the murder is pre-planned, calcu-
lated, and involves extreme brutality;

M If the murder involves “exceptional de-
pravity”;

M If the accused has been found guilty of
murdering a public servant, police officer or
amember of the armed forces while on duty,
or because of anything they may have law-
fully done while discharging their duty.

MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES, which
could tilt a case away from the death penalty:

B Whether the accused was “under the
influence of extreme mental or emotional
disturbance” at the time of the offence;

M Age of the accused; they would not be
given deathif they are very young or very old;

M Probability of the accused posing a con-
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ANNUALMEET BEGINS INDAVOS: WHAT
|S THE WORLD ECONOMICFORUM?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE WORLD Economic Forum (WEF) is
holding its Annual Meeting from January
20to 24 in Davos, Switzerland. Attendees
will include European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen, China’s
Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang, and other
leaders in business and politics.

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw is
heading the Indian delegation. Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy,
and Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naiduwill also attend. “There
will be a detailed discussion in the WEF
Annual Meeting World Economic Forum
about inclusive growth, investment in so-
cial, physical and digital infrastructure and
democratising technology,” Vaishnaw said.

The WEF, its founder

German professor Klaus Schwab
founded the WEF. He was a mechanical
engineering graduate who then earned
a Master of Public Administration degree
from the John F Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University.

After working as a professor for sev-
eral years, he founded the WEF in 1971,
originally known as the European
Management Forum. It introduced the
concept of “stakeholder capitalism”.
According to the WEF website, “A com-
pany should serve all its stakeholders, not
justits shareholders: employees, suppli-
ers, and the community it is part of.”

In service of this idea, business, gov-
ernment and civil society leaders annu-
ally make their way to the Alps “to con-
sider the major global issues of the day
and to brainstorm on solutions to address
these challenges”.

What happens at WEF

Initially, Schwab focused the meet-
ings on how European firms could catch
up with US management practices.
Eventsin 1973, namely the collapse of the
Bretton Woods fixed exchange rate

Major Indian companies such as TCS
and Infosys will also be present
in Davos. Reuters

mechanism and the Arab-Israeli War, saw
the Annual Meeting expand its focus to
SOCIO-economic issues.

Two years later, the organisation in-
troduced a system of membership for
“the 1,000 leading companies of the
world”. The European Management
Forum was the first non-governmental
institution to initiate a partnership with
China’s economic development commis-
sions in 1979, the same year China and
the US established diplomatic ties.

Davos brings together some 3,000
participants (including paying members
and select invitees),among whom are in-
vestors, business leaders, political lead-
ers, economists, celebrities and journal-
ists. Last year, the major themes at the
event were Artificial Intelligence, geopo-
litical uncertainties and climate change.

Funding of WEF

The WEFis largely funded by its part-
nering corporations. These are generally
global enterprises with annual turnover
greater than $5 billion.

In 1998, participants emphasised the
need to include major developing coun-
tries in the process. One idea was to set
up a body to include 20 countries — half
developed economies and the other de-
veloping ones. Such a meeting of what
would become the G20 was held in Bonn,
Germany, later that year.
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Bail under PMLA: interpretation by SC,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE SUPREME Court criticised the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) last week for
arguing that the rigorous bail conditions in
money laundering cases will apply to
women even though the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) pro-

vides an exception to this standard.

“We will not tolerate conduct on the part
of Union of India to make submissions con-
trary to statute,” a Bench of Justices AS Oka
and Augustine George Masih said while
hearing the bail plea of a woman accused
of aiding alleged money laundering activi-
ties by the promoter of a Lucknow-based

real estate company.

The court gave bail to the woman, a gov-
ernment school teacher named Shashi Bala.

PMLA and exception

Section 45 of the PMLA, which provides
for bail, puts the onus on the accused seek-
ing bail to prove that there is no prima facie
case against them. This is similar to the strin-
gent bail standard under the anti-terror law
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967
(UAPA).

Section45(1)reads: “No person...shallbe
released on bail or on his own bond unless (i)
the Public Prosecutor has been given an op-
portunity to oppose the application...; and
(ii) where the Public Prosecutor opposes the
application, the Court is satisfied that there
are reasonable grounds for believing that he
is not guilty of such offence and that he is not
likely to commit any offence while on bail.”

However, there is an exception to this
bail standard, which applies to minors,
women, and sick people:

“Provided that a person, who is under

tinued threat to society;

M Probability of reforming the accused,;

M If the accused was acting on the direc-
tions of another person;

M If the accused believed their actions
were morally justified;

M If the accused suffers mentally and is
unable to appreciate the criminality of their
actions.

After Bachan Singh

The understanding of miti-
gating and aggravating circum-
stances has evolved over the
years, and new factors have

LAW

used very inconsistently”. In Shankar
Kisanrao Khade v. State of Maharashtra (2013),
the SC split several cases with similar facts
into two groups: where age was considered
as a mitigating factor, and where age was ig-
nored or considered irrelevant. The court also
noted that sentencing in death penalty cases
had become “judge-centric”.

Inthe RG Kar case, the convict Sanjoy Roy
is 35 years old.

NATURE OF OFFENCE: In
Shankar Khade, the SC said
courts should compare the case
before them with a pool of cases
concerning similar offences be-

been added to the list through
several decisions. These include:

AGE OF ACCUSED: In several cases in-
cluding Ramnaresh and Ors v. State of
Chhattisgarh (2012) and Ramesh v. State of
Rajasthan (2011), the Supreme Court consid-
ered the young age of the accused persons
(below 30 in these cases) as an indication
that they could be reformed.

However, as the Law Commission of India
noted in its 262nd Report (2015), The Death
Penalty, age as a mitigating factor “has been

fore determining the punish-
ment. Otherwise, the court said, applying the
“rarest of rare” doctrine would become “sub-
jective”. The Law Commission Report used the
example of cases concerning the rape and
murder of a young child, and presented ex-
amples to show that it “shocks the judicial
conscience in some cases, not in others”.

In Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab (1983),
the SCheld that death could be given in cases
where the “collective conscience” of society
is so shocked that the judiciary is expected

44\ 3] HEALTH

Redefining obesity

to impose the death penalty.

The Law Commission noted that this de-
cision, and the decisions it influenced in the
future, focused only on the circumstances of
the crime, and not the circumstances of the
criminal and the possibility of reform.

POSSIBILITY OF REFORM: In Bachan
Singh, the SC held that the government must
prove there is no possibility of reform, and
that the presumption would be against such
a penalty. In Santosh Bariyarv. State of Maha-
rashtra (2009), the SC said “the court will
have to provide clear evidence as to why the
convict is not fit for any kind of reformatory
and rehabilitation scheme”.

The Law Commission Report said the re-
quirement for evidence was held as “essen-
tial” in Bariyar “for introducing an element
of objectivity into the sentencing process”.

Stage of the trial

When should the court consider these
circumstances?

In Bachan Singh, the SC said courts must
conduct a separate trial after convicting, so
that judges can be persuaded why the death
sentence should not be imposed.

When should this separate trial take
place? In several rulings, the SC has held it
canbe on the same day; in other cases, it has
stressed the importance of a “real, effective
and meaningful hearing” during the sentenc-
ing hearing in death penalty cases.

In Dattarayav. State of Maharashtra(2020),
the court held that such a hearing did not take
place, and that this was a valid reason to com-
mute a death sentence to life imprisonment.

Insuo motu proceedings instituted in 2022
(IN RE: Framing Guidelines Regarding Potential
Mitigating Circumstances To Be Considered
While Imposing Death Sentences), the SC asked
whether sentences delivered on the same day
as the conviction satisfy the requirement of a
meaningful and effective hearing,

It also noted that aggravating circum-
stances form a part of the record of a case and
are always available to a judge, whereas miti-
gating circumstances are only placed on record
after a conviction and before sentencing.

“This”, the Bench said, “places the convict
at a hopeless disadvantage, tilting the scales
heavily against him”, and referred the case to
a larger Bench to create a uniform approach
to sentencing hearings in death penalty cases.

A Commission of The Lancet journal has proposed expanding the definition of obesity to look beyond
BMI, and include assessments of organ functioning and physical symptoms associated with obesity

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE LANCET medical journal’s Diabetes &
Endocrinology Commission last week pro-
posed a new definition and method for di-
agnosing obesity, beyond simply looking at
a person’s Body Mass Index (BMI), the ratio
of one’s weight and height.

This comes after years of research, and
the piling up of a significant body of evidence
suggesting that BMI alone is an inadequate
measure for diagnosing, and treating people
for obesity.

An associated publication also proposed
a new definition of obesity specifically for
Indians, on the lines of the broader recom-
mendations made by The Lancet.

This major development comes at a time
when doctors have in their arsenal new,
highly effective medicines, specifically GLP-
1 receptor agonists such as Ozempic, to deal
with clinical obesity.

How has obesity been measured thus far?

The standard method of determining
obesity across the world has thus far em-
ployed BMI cut-offs as the sole determinant.

A person with a BMI of less than 18.5 is
considered to be underweight, a BMI be-
tween 18.5 and 24.9is considered to be nor-
mal, those with BMI between 25 and 29.9 are
considered to be overweight, while those
with BMI over 30 are considered to be obese.

BMI is calculated by dividing a person’s
body mass (weight) in kilograms by the
square of their height measured in metres.
For instance, a person weighing 70 kg and
having a height of 1.75 cm (roughly 5 feet 9
inches) has a BMI of 22.86, which falls in the
healthy range, according to the definition fol-
lowed thus far.

Why has this method been criticised?

Relying solely on BMI cut-offs leads to
both over- and under-diagnosis of obesity.

People with excess body fat may not al-
ways have a BMI of more than 30. They may
nonetheless suffer the health consequences
of obesity. On the other hand, people with
high muscle mass may have a BMI of more
than 30 while being extremely healthy, and
in no need of any intervention.

Then there are many people who do have
excess body fat, but still maintain normal or-
gan function. They too require minimal, if
any, medical intervention.

In India, for instance, many seemingly
lean people with a BMI of less than 30 have
abdominal fat that can affect the function-

the age of sixteen years or is a woman or is
sick or infirm, may be released on bail, if the
Special Court so directs.”

This exception is similar to exemptions
under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC) for
women and minors.

Legal precedent

In 2023, Delhi High Court
granted bail to Preeti
Chandra, wife of Sanjay

LAW

OBESITY: AGLOBAL PROBLEM

According to the World Health
Organization’s (WHO’s) fact
sheet on obesity* 4

2 billion adults globally are

7 overweight (including those
living with obesity), corresponding to
43% of all adults. Only 25% of adults
were overweight in 1990.

89 O million adults are living
with obesity globally,

corresponding to 16% of all adults. The

prevalence of obesity among adults

has doubled compared to 1990.

3 million children under the age

of 5 years are estimated to be
overweight.

:||'|_|.||_I|. Iﬂ:‘l A

*Data s from 2022; it was published on WHQ'’s website on March 1, 2024. Numbers are based on the
prevalent method of determining obesity, using BMI cut-offs.

3 9 O + million children and
adolescents aged 5-19
years are overweight.

8 % of children and adolescents

inthe 5-19 age cohort are
obese, up from only 2% in 1990.

ing of various organs.

“We saw that Indians would get diabetes,
hypertension, heart diseases and other con-
sequences of obesity even at lower BMI. This
is because they typically have higher body
fat percentages and central obesity as com-
pared to Western counterparts,” Dr Anoop
Misra, chairman of the Fortis CDOC Hospital
for Diabetes, and the only Indian on the
Lancet Commission, said.

Indeed, the BMI cut-offs for obesity were
adjusted for Indians in 2009. Those falling in
the 23 to 24.9 range were deemed overweight,
while a BMI of more than 25 was deemed to
indicate obesity. This too did not, however, do
away with the problems arising out of using
BMI as the sole yardstick to determine obesity.

What is the Lancet Commission’s new
proposed definition of obesity?

The Lancet Commission defines clinical
obesity as a chronic illness that results in al-
teration in organ functions regardless of
other conditions a person might have. “It can
lead to life-altering or life-threatening com-
plications,” the Commission states.

The new definition broadens the mean-
ing of obesity to take into account a number
of physical parameters such as height,
weight, and waist circumference, as well as
things such as muscle mass, and the func-
tioning of various organs.

For a clinical obesity diagnosis, the physi-
cian will have to check for all kinds of signs
and symptoms, such as breathlessness,

wheezing, sleep apnoea, high triglyceride lev-
els, metabolic dysfunctions, non-alcoholic
fatty liver disease, changes in reproductive
system, heart failure, chronic fatigue, and
knee and joint pain,among others. They may
also consider how active a person is in their
day-to-day life, before arriving at a diagnosis.

Under the new definition, obesity cannot
simply be self-diagnosed — it is a determi-
nation for a qualified physician to make, like
other diseases and conditions.

What does ‘pre-clinical obesity’ mean
under the new definition?

The new definition does away with the
overweight category, adding instead a cate-
gory called “pre-clinical obesity” where a
person has excess body fat, but no associated
ongoing illness. Like the diagnosis for clinical
obesity, this requires meeting multiple phys-
ical parameters, and a physician to make as-
sessments regarding organ function.

The Commission defines preclinical
obesity as a physical attribute but not anill-
ness. It says: “In some people it might rep-
resent an earlier stage of clinical obesity,
whereas in other people it can be a pheno-
type with lower tendency to directly affect
organ function.”

How is body size calculated for this
evaluation?

Even with all the additions to the defini-
tion of obesity, body size remains a crucial
factor. What has changed is that BMI is now

not the sole determinant of body size, which
in turn is not the sole determinant of obesity.
The Commission suggests looking at any
two of the following four parameters for
evaluating body size:
W BMI
W Waist circumference
M Wiaist-to-hip ratio
W Wiaist-to height ratio
Doctors may also use methods such as
Dexa scan to directly measure body fat.

What is different about the new
definition for Indians?

Although on the same lines as the Lancet
Commission recommendations — Dr Misrais
acommon author — the Indian guidelines use
the classifications of ‘stage 1’ and ‘stage 2’ obe-
sity instead of preclinical and clinical obesity.

Moreover, “BMI has been retained as the
entry-point for the diagnosis in India. This is
because people are familiar with it, and it
would be easier toimplement,” said Dr Misra.

According to the Indian definition, a per-
son would be deemed to have stage 1 obe-
sity if they have a BMI of more than 23 —
waist circumference and waist-to-height ra-
tio is optional for this group — but do not
have symptoms that show limitations in day
to day activities, and other obesity-related
chronic conditions.

For diagnosis of stage 2 obesity, a person
would have to have a BMI of more than 23,
meet one more physical parameter of obe-
sity (such as waist circumference and waist-
to-height ratio), and suffer from obesity-as-
sociated limitations, comorbid diseases.

How is obesity to be treated?

For pre-clinical obesity, the Lancet
Commission says that the focus has to be on
risk reduction and prevention of progression
to clinical obesity. This requires counselling
for weight loss, and prevention of wait gain
along with regular monitoring. “Lifestyle in-
terventions such as good diet and regular ex-
ercise can suffice in this group,” Dr Misra said.

For those with clinical obesity, there will
be more evidence-based, and personalised
interventions. Success in dealing with obe-
sity should be assessed by improvement in
signs and symptoms associated with obesity
rather than loss in weight.

“Doctors now have newer weight loss
medicines that can be used for treating obe-
sity. Weight loss surgery is available. These
new guidelines help physicians select better
the patients who need these interventions.
Using medicines to treat a person with a high
BMI but no other condition or symptoms is
injudicious use of the medicine,” Dr Misra said.

HCs of law on exception for women

ary sub-classification of educated women,
business women, women belonging to
high social strata, within the broader clas-
sification of “woman”....is misconceived,”
the court said.

However, to be eligible for bail, the ac-
cused must not be a “flight
risk” or “tamper witnesses”,
the court said. (Preeti Chandra
vs Directorate of Enforcement,
June 14, 2023)

Chandra, who was the
Director of M/s Unitech Group, underlin-
ing the exception for women. The HC re-
jected the ED’s argument that the accused
was not entitled to the benefit of the ex-
ception because she was not a “household
lady”.

“...To argue what kind of woman is en-
titled to fall within the proviso to section
45(1) PMLA by creating an ad-hocillusion-

In April 2024, however, a
trial court in Delhi denied interim bail to
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader K
Kavitha in the Delhi excise scam case, ob-
serving that it was not “obligatory” or
“mandatory” for the court to follow the ex-
ception.

Judge Kaveri Baweja observed that
Kavitha was “well-educated” and a “well-
placed woman in the society”, and could not
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be considered a “vulnerable” woman for the
purposes of the exception under the PMLA.

(Kavitha was subsequently given bail by
the Supreme Court.)

Case of Shashi Bala

The ED is investigating alleged fraud by
Shine City Group and its promoter Rasheed
Naseem, who, according to a May 2024 re-
lease by the agency, “collected huge amount
of money (approximately Rs 800-1000
Crore) from the public...and promised huge
returns on such investment”.

“However, no such returns were given
to the investors and they were cheated by
the accused by way of committing fraud,”
the ED said.

Shashi Bala is one of several individuals
accused of assisting Naseem in money laun-
dering and concealing the proceeds of
crime. The ED has alleged that she was

Naseem'’s main confidant, and received
more than Rs 36 lakh as a part of the money
laundering exercise.

Shashi Bala was arrested in November
2023, and her plea for bail was denied by
Allahabad High Court in September 2024.

The HC held that she was in contact
with Naseem, who is absconding, and
“coupled with the proportion of fraud
committed”, she does not fall under the
category of a “vulnerable woman” and
would not be entitled to bail under the ex-
ception for women under Section 45 of
the PMLA.

Shashi Bala appealed to the SC, and in
December 2024, the ED argued before the
court that the exception should not be avail-
able to her. On January 15, Justice Oka said:
“If people who appear for the Union of India
do not know basic provisions of law why
should they appear in the matter?”
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

TRUST AFTER RG KAR

Verdict offers some closure. But case has raised questions that
demand more answers, interventions by city, state, country

EARLY SIXMONTHS after he was arrested for the rape and murder of a 31-

year-old trainee doctor in Kolkata’s RG Kar Medical College and Hospital in

August last year, the Sealdah Court awarded a life sentence to Sanjay Roy on

Monday. The verdict offers a semblance of closure for the irreparable loss
of a young life in a metropolis that prides itself for its progressive traditions and safe
spaces, especially for women. The road ahead now must concern itself with the task of
rebuilding citizen trust in the city.

The public outrage triggered by the incident at RG Kar rippled across the country last
year. In Kolkata, agitating doctors had flagged issues that continue to haunt institutions
and public spaces — CCTV cameras that don't work, absence of on-call rooms, gender-seg-
regated wash rooms, lack of a centralised patient referral system and inadequate secu-
rity measures that have rendered doctors increasingly vulnerable to violence. They were
speaking for West Bengal but their demands and complaints could hold true for any city
in India. When it comes to women's safety, there continues to be a yawning chasm be-
tween intentions and outcomes. For instance, the 100 per cent increase in the budgetary
allocation of the Nirbhaya Fund for 2024-25 notwithstanding, data shows that between
2013, when the fund was set up, and 2022, less than half of the allocation had been used.
In the aftermath of the RG Kar incident, the Aparajita Woman and Child (West Bengal
Criminal Laws and Amendment) Bill 2024, was passed by the state assembly, seeking
speedy trials and death penalty for heinous crimes against women. Expediting cases and
ensuring that there is a restraint of the law — rather than a sense of impunity — are cru-
cial for deterring future incidents. But it must also come with safeguards against knee-jerk
reactions and quick-fix solutions.

For long, Bengal has been a place where women have been at the centre of a develop-
ment narrative. Women also form the core of the electoral base of the current ruling party,
TMC, bolstered by Mamata Banerjee's women-oriented schemes such as Lakshmir Bhandar
and Kanyashree. The party has the highest proportion of womenin the Lok Sabha. In the ini-
tial days after the incident, Banerjee had chosen to be blinkered, refusing to hear the rum-
blings both within her party and in the city-wide agitations. She acceded eventually to the
requests of agitating doctors to look into their grievances. At the Sealdah court, as the vic-
tim's father refused compensation, the judge said, “I don’t think money can compensate
(for)any death. It was the liability of state to protect your daughter as she was on duty...” No
amount of retroactive action can make up for the senseless loss of a loved one to violence.
But thisis the moment for the state and society to affirm the commitment to make good on
promises of empowerment and equality. Gender-sensitive design and policy should be in-
tegrated into city planning, women’s mobility must not come at the cost of their safety.
Most of all, larger conversations on gender are needed, across spectrums.

MIS, NoT MSP

For farmers, minimum income support, not minimum
support price, is the way forward

N NOVEMBER 2021, the Narendra Modi government repealed its three agricultural

reform laws following protests by farm unions agitating at Delhi's borders. At that

time, it tried hard to reach out to the unions and convince them about how the laws

—which allowed trade in produce to take place outside state government-controlled
markets and agri-businesses to source directly from growers — were in farmer interest, but
invain. Today, the shoe's on the other foot. Since February last year, farmers from Punjab and
Haryana have been unsuccessfully attempting to enter the national capital, while demand-
ing enactment of alaw guaranteeing payment of the government-declared minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for all crops. One farm union leader has been on a hunger strike since
November 26 — he has accepted medical aid on Day 55 of his fast. This time round, how-
ever, the Modi government's approach has been one bordering on indifference. It has fi-
nally offered to hold talks, but only on February 14.

But sides are at fault here. The farm reform laws were, no doubt, well-intentioned. The
failure, then, lay not in the bills' provisions, but in the way they were steamrolled through
Parliament sans any real debate. The dialogue with the farm unions happened much after
the laws got passed. The Modi government shouldn't make the same mistake of not engag-
ing at the right time. The ruling party's recent electoral victories in Haryana and Maharashtra
leave it with sufficient bargaining position to convince the unions about the unreasonable-
ness of the demand for a “legal MISP”. Prices of crops, like all commuodities, are or should be
determined by the forces of supply and demand. Farmers must ultimately produce what the
market wants. The government would do better to ensure well-functioning markets rather
than fixing, leave alone guaranteeing, MSPs.

The debate should move from guaranteeing minimum “prices” for crops to assuring
some kind of a minimum “income” for farmers. There is already a Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme that provides Rs 6,000 annually to all landholding farmers. The
quantum of income support under this scheme can, perhaps, be enhanced and even mod-
ified from a per-farmer to per-hectare or per-animal basis. All the taxpayer money now be-
ing spent on farm input subsidies — whether on fertiliser, electricity, water or credit — can
be redirected and converted into direct income support. With pricing of crops and inputs
left to the market, it will enable the government to focus on what farmers actually deserve
— aminimum income so long as they continue to farm. MIS, not MSP, is the way forward.

INVOLVES US ALL

DJOKOVIC’S LAST STAND

At the Australian Open, in a riveting game between a titan and
a star, both bragging rights and history are at stake

HE TENNIS CALENDAR is only into its first month but already what could turn

out to be the defining contest of the year is here. The last titan of the greatest

generation in the men’s game, Novak Djokovic, against one of the current stars

on the circuit, Carlos Alcaraz. At 37 and coming off a season without adding
to his Grand Slam tally, it would be tempting to conclude that Djokovic is no longer a force
at the very top of the sport, especially when Alcaraz and Jannik Sinner evenly split all the
Majors of 2024 between them. But as the Serb showed in winning his first Olympic sin-
gles gold in Paris, beating Alcaraz in the final, nothing is beyond him. With the Spaniard
needing the Australian Open to complete a career Grand Slam, both bragging rights and
history are at stake.

Djokovic is the most successful male player in Grand Slam history, lifting the
Australian Open trophy no less than 10 times. But he wears on his sleeve a grievance
that he hasn’t got his due, or not as much as his illustrious contemporaries Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal have. This year, too, he has brought up the ignominy of deportation
from Australia during the pandemic and even alleged that he may have been “poisoned”
during that episode.

Djokovic plays his best when he believes the world is against him. It fuels his angst to
prove a point and makes him a dangerous proposition for his opponent. The Serb has im-
proved as the tournament has progressed, and has a narrow 4-3 lead in their head-to-head
history. But in a bid to prevent himself from being consigned to the status of a legend
from the past, that too at his favourite hunting ground, this could be Djokovic’s last stand.
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WORDLY WISE
TENNIS IS A PERFECT COMBINATION OF VIOLENT
ACTION TAKING PLACE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF
TOTAL TRANQUILLITY. — BILLIE JEAN KING

Who’s atraid of Trump?

Apprehensions of disruptions to the global order
may be greatly exaggerated

SANJAYA BARU

GRANT IT TO Donald Trump. He knows how
to sell an idea and get the market all excited
and worried. He will reclaim the Panama
Canal, occupy Greenland and subjugate
Canada. He might even orchestrate a political
coup in London. An entire industry of global
commentators has emerged predicting tur-
bulence in world affairs caused by a disrup-
tion of the so-called post-war “rules-based in-
ternational order” by President Donald Trump.
Itis not merely adversaries like China, Iranand
Russia that he will go after; it is predicted, but
alsoallies and friends across Europe and Asia.

The Indian leadership seems to have
gone into a funk, more after President Xi
Jinping received an invitation to Trump's in-
augural. All the speculation about who
was spotted at which do in Washington DC
this weekend is no different from the excite-
ment surrounding the guest list to a billion-
aire's wedding,.

How much of this Trumpian turbulence
and disruption talk is bluff and bluster?
Indeed, how capable is the United States to-
day todisrupt and damage the existing global
order without hurting itself? Can Trump Make
America Great Again hurting allies and losing
friends? Can he do that taking countries
hostage? Is the international community so
weak, disorganised and vulnerable thatit will
simply bend and crawl? Do sovereign nations
have no options?

What is so special and challenging about
Trump's “America First” platform? When was
the last time the United States placed another
country's needs and wants ahead of its own
for Trump to now claim that it is time for the
US to declare America First? America has al-
ways been first for its leadership after the
Second World War. It has refused to step away
from the countries it defeated and occupied
in that war. On the other hand, it engaged in
new wars to secure control over new territo-
ries, and then claimed it was
ensuring global peace and stability in the
name of a “rules-based liberal international
order”. This was true even when it invested in
the defence of countries that it either occu-
pied, like Japan, South Korea and most of west-
ern Europe, or in supplicant countries of the
Anglosphere.

The global economy is far
too integrated for even the
most powerful entity to
imagine that it can hurt
without getting hurt. If the
US looks inward to improve
its infrastructure, invest in
the education and health of
1ts citizens, create more jobs
at home for the unemployed
that would be good for the
world economy. If America
First means investing US
taxpayers' money at home
and not in soldiers who go to
distant lands to die that too
would be good for America
and the world. The US still
has the capacity to do global
good and in helping itself it
could help the world.

This is not the first time in recent history
that fear has been instilled across world cap-
itals about the damage that can be caused by
American power. There was once a brief pe-
riod that was called the “unipolar moment”.
The entire edifice of the post-war balance of
power system came crashing down with the
implosion of the Soviet Union. The US
emerged as the paramount global power.
Scanning literature of that era, the early 1990s,
one comes across similar predictions of US
power disrupting the global order. Of Pax
Americana.

Sure, the US used that moment to renew
the sources of its power by introducing a new
global trading order, new set of rules for intel-
lectual property protection, new military al-
liances and foraying into new military adven-
tures. American political scientist Francis
Fukuyama declared victory for America with
his treatise The End of History and the Last
Man in 1992. There are many still standing in
Vietnam and Afghanistan, not to speak of
China and Russia. If one chapter of history
ended, another began.

The unipolar momentum was just a brief
interregnum. That moment of hubris had its
consequences for the US and the world. The
economist John Williamson declared that a
“Washington Consensus” would henceforth
define economic policy worldwide. It did for
some time. Then in 2008 it came crumbling
down. First in Wall Street, then in London's
City and then across Europe. A “trans-Atlantic
financial crisis” was dubbed a “Global
Financial Crisis”. In the next decade after that
the Chinese economy took off, and India did
not do too badly either. The US no longer has
the capacity to impose its will through mul-
tilateral financial institutions nor through the
global trading system. The spread of region-
alism in trade and the emergence of new
markets has also reduced US capacity to im-
pose its will.

There were losers during the unipolar mo-
ment. In 1990, the United States and the
European Union accounted for nearly 25 per
cent of world income each and Japan had a
share of 17 per cent. Having lost a chunk of
that share over the next 15 years the US recov-
ered to regain and now accounts for 26 per

cent of global income. Europe Union is down
to 17 per cent, despite its expansion and Japan
has contracted all the way down to4 per cent.
Then, too, it was the allies that got hit.
Adversaries survived.

No wonder the export dependent
Europeans and Japanese are in a funk now. But
what of China and India. China increased its
share after that unipolar moment from 4 per
cent to 17 per cent, emerging as a contending
pole. India did not do too badly either. India
came out of an unprecedented economic cri-
sis, made worse by American bossism of the
unipolar moment, and found its own path to
renewed growth.

If a weaker China and a much weaker
India survived that unipolar moment and
threw spanner in the works of the “end of
history” theorists, why should a stronger
China and India worry too much about
Trumpian turbulence today? Sure, both
would be hurt by Trump's threatened tar-
iffs, but Americans would be hurt too. Any
sharp increase in US tariffs will hit produc-
ers in China and India, but it will also hit con-
sumers in America.

The global economy is far too integrated
for even the most powerful entity to imagine
that it can hurt without getting hurt. If the US
looks inward to improve its infrastructure, in-
vest in the education and health of its citizens,
create more jobs at home for the unemployed
that would be good for the world economy. If
America First means investing US tax payers'
money at home and not on soldiers who go
to distant lands to die that too would be good
for America and the world. The US still has the
capacity to do global good and in helping it-
self it could help the world.

At least some of the alarm generated by
Trump's return to office could well be moti-
vated by those in Washington DC who either
imagine they can scare countries into submis-
sion or hope to offer their lobbying services.
That could also be true in many capitals
around the world.

The writer was Member, National Security
Advisory Board of India, 1999-2001 and
media advisor to Prime Minister

of India, 2004-08

FIELDS OF VIKSIT BHARAT

Seven imperatives for the Indian agri industry

AKSHITA AGARWAL

INDIAN AGRICULTUREIS ata critical juncture,
balancing the need for food security, rural
livelihoods, and sustainability amid global and
domestic challenges. While strides have been
made in productivity, India continues tolagin
adoption of several modern technology inno-
vations. To build a viksit agri economy by 2047,
here are seven imperatives for the Indian
agriindustry.

First, use of Al in agriculture. India s start-
ing to deploy Al for critical use cases such as
weather forecasting, pest detection and con-
trol, and crop yield optimisation. However,
penetrationis limited to a small subset of tech-
savvy farmers. In the US and Europe, genera-
tive Al tools have started offering precision
farming at scale, integrating large datasets to
provide real-time agronomic insights. For at-
scale integration and accessibility of in India,
it would be helpful to develop vernacular Al
platforms for smallholder farmers, partner
with AgTechs to create affordable Al solutions,
and disseminate Al-based advisory services
through government programmes.

Second, India has started in pockets with
regenerative farming practices such as organic
farming and zero-budget natural farming.
However, monoculture practices and exces-
sive chemicals and fertiliser use dominates
most farming systems, leading to soil degrada-
tion and biodiversity loss. France and the US
lead in regenerative agriculture through struc-
tured policies, farmer incentives and R&D on
sustainable practices. For India, the focus
should be on a national regenerative farming

India stands at a crossroads
in modernising its
agricultural practices. By
embracing innovation and
fostering public-private
collaborations, it can become
a global leader in sustainable
and technologically
advanced farming. The idea
is not to copy-paste
solutions that have worked
elsewhere in the world, but
rather to customise

and adapt farming practices
based on the Indian

agri context.

policy and private sector-led R&D for capital
efficient agro-ecology practices.

Third, robotics adoptioninIndiais limited
due to high costs and a large labour force in
rural areas. Basic automation tools like seed-
ers and sprayers are more common, but ad-
vanced technologies such as robotic har-
vesters are inaccessible to most farmers. To
build a foundation for robotics and automa-
tion, India must develop low-cost robotic so-
lutions tailored for small farms, set up AgTech
hubs for testing and deploying automation
and promote public-private partnerships to
scale robotics innovation. Fourth, India’s alter-
native protein market is in its infancy, driven
by startups. Affordability and scalability re-
main major barriers to adoption. The EU leads
in alternative proteins with government-
backed initiatives and cutting-edge R&D. In
India, the focus must be on collaborating with
global leaders to improve production, formu-
lation techniques and public awareness on
lab-grown proteins.

Fifth, digital twins are limited in Indian
agriculture. Field trials are manual and time-
consuming, increasing costs and delaying the
deployment of new crop technologies. The US
employs digital twin technology at-scale to
model field trials virtually, reducing costs and
speeding up the launch of agri-inputs. InIndia,
partnering with AgTechs to pilot such projects,
training researchers in digital modeling and
exploring tax incentives for investing in digital
twin solutions can not only boost transparency
but also unlock productivity.

Sixth, blockchain is still at an experimen-
tal stage in India, with pilot projects in food
traceability. Wider adoption is hindered by
lack of infrastructure and farmer awareness.
China has integrated blockchain across mul-
tiple agricultural supply chains, ensuring
transparency, reducing fraud and improving
market access. Export crops should be afocus
for India blockchain scale-up, to materially im-
prove price realisation for farmers.

Seventh, climate-smart farming tech-
niques. While programmes like PM-KUSUM
promote renewable energy for irrigation,
large-scale climate-smart initiatives are lim-
ited. India needs to scale up micro-irrigation
technologies, invest in climate-resilient seed
varieties and bio-based crop protection prod-
ucts, and leverage Al to develop localised cli-
mate advisory systems.

India stands at a crossroads in modernising
its agricultural practices. By embracing inno-
vation and fostering public-private collabora-
tions, it canbecome a global leader in sustain-
able and technologically advanced farming.
The idea is not to copy-paste solutions that
have worked elsewhere in the world, but
rather to customise and adapt farming prac-
tices based on the Indian agri context. Toacton
these imperatives will require a strategic mix
of investments, policy reforms, and grassroots
engagement to ensure that smallholder farm-
ers are not left behind in Viksit Bharat.

The writer is a management consultant at
McKinsey & Company. Views are personal
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JAYALALITHA DISMISSED

THE POWER STRUGGLE in the AIADMK took
another turn with the party parliamentary
board removing Jayalalitha, Rajya Sabha
Member, from the post of deputy leader of the
AIADMK parliamentary party. Jayalalitha has
challenged the high command’s decision.
Party General Secretary PU Shanmugam said
that the decision was taken following a letter
"received from MGR." Jayalalitha described it
as "100 per cent bogus."

TRAIN BLOWN Up
AT LEAST 34 people including 23 soldiers

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

were killed in Sri Lanka when Tamil guerillas
blew up a Colombo-bound train about 300
kilometres north of the capital. A senior gov-
ernment spokesman confirmed that the
death toll was 34 and said it may run higher
because of serious injuries sustained by other
passengers.

ISRAEL'S EXIT

THE ISRAELI ARMY began the first stage of
its withdrawal from southern Lebanon by
moving support units away from the
Lebanese city of Sidon. A source said that
combat units will not be affected until the
very last moment. The government set

February 18 as the deadline for the comple-
tion of the first stage of the withdrawal in the
region of Sidon and the Zahrani estuary.

SPY SCANDAL

ALLAIN BOLLEY, DEPUTY military, air and
naval attache of the French Embassy, was
asked to leave the country for his alleged in-
volvement in the spy scandal in which about
a dozen persons, including officials of the
Prime Minister's office and other sensitive
ministries have been arrested by intelligence
agencies. Bolley pleaded ignorance about the
involvement of any French diplomat or
member of the Embassy in the spy scandal.
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Rekindling republicanism

Let this R-Day be about more than going through
the motions of a sarkari ritual

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

WHAT EXACTLY DO we celebrate on Republic
Day? It took me nearly 50 years to figure it
out. And I must thank our prime minister for
this. Sure, Modi hai to mumkin hai.

As a child, | knew what we celebrated on
the 15th of August. Azadi from British raj was
not hard to comprehend. For us, 26th of
January was more of a gala celebration as
we filled the colours of our imagination in
the jhankis of the Republic Day radio com-
mentary. In the sarkari function in our town,
a pahalwan would move a truck with his
teeth. But we didn’t quite know what was
this ganatantra that we celebrated. It had
something to do with the Constitution, we
were told.

My civics teacher in Class IX, Master Fateh
Chand Goyal, was a Wikipedia on the Indian
Constitution, one of the reasons for my abid-
ing interest in political science. He clarified
the difference between November 26 (not
yet Constitution Day then) and January 26,
the day we became a republic. Any country
thatis not ruled by a hereditary ruleris are-
public, he told us. Unlike Britain, still stuck to
the bygone institution of the monarchy, we
had adopted a republican form of govern-
ment. The idea of India being one up on
England appealed to me at a time when we
lost most of our test matches to their cricket
team, but then every other country was also
arepublic. What was so special about being
arepublic in this age and time, I asked him.
“Bade hokar samjhoge”, he said.

Ididn’t,even after I grew up. Once you read
Harishankar Parsai’s biting satire, you can
never take “Thithurata Hua Ganatantra” (A
Shivering Republic) out of your mind on
January 26.Recalling his visits to the Republic
Day parade, he wondered where the “thun-
derous applause” in the Akashvani commen-
tary came from, as none of the persons in the
enclosures took their hands out of their warm
coat pockets in the bitter cold of Delhi. He sur-
mises that the applause must come from
those hands whose owners did not have
warm clothes to wrap themselves in. His im-
mortal line — “lagta hai, ganatantra thithurate
hue hathon ki taliyon par tika hai (apparently,
the republic rests on the applause of shiver-
ing hands)” — left me scarred for years. It still
leaves me with goose bumps. Celebration of
the republic was a cold thought.

Narendra Modi’s rise to power and the
journey of the last decade made me redis-
cover the concept of arepublic. As we began
losing our institutions, our freedoms, our
voices and our sanity, I kept looking for the
word that could give this loss a name. We
were losing democracy and our Constitution,
[was told. That was, of course, true, but there
was something more this time than the mu-
tilation of constitutional democracy during
the dreadful Emergency. We were losing our
shared sense of purpose, our collective be-
ing, our Indianness. How do we name this
momentous loss?

This is when the jhumka suddenly
dropped: We are losing our republic. A repub-
lic is not just a negation of that quaint insti-
tution called monarchy; it is a rejection of ar-
bitrary power in all its forms — political, social
and economic. A republican is not someone

with a MAGA-lomania. Republicanism con-
nects to a deep political and intellectual tra-
dition in the Euro-Atlantic world, an alterna-
tive to liberal-democracy, a radical tradition
centred around the ideals of political liberty,
popular sovereignty, equal citizenship and
civic virtues. Republicanism recalls the key
value of our freedom struggle — swaraj in all
dimensions of our life — and the political
quest of Babasaheb Ambedkar as well as the
spirit of gana that informed ancient Indian
republics. Indeed, radical republicanismis the
underlying philosophy of our Constitution.
Now [ understood why my civics teacher was
so proud of us being a republic.

This realisation took me back to academic
— that is, western — political theory after a
long gap. I discovered that “republicanism”
had staged a comeback. Following the path-
breaking research by Quentin Skinner and
JGA Pocock, it was understood that thinkers
like Machiavelli were not monarchists but
belonged to a robust tradition of civic repub-
licanism, that their understanding of liberty
was very different from that of the dominant
liberal tradition. Building on this understand-
ing in his book Republicanism: A Theory of
Freedom and Government, Philip Pettit rede-
fined liberty as non-domination. In this ver-
sion, “neo-republicanism” is not just an aca-
demic fad, it opens the door for modern
democrats to reconnect with the egalitarian,
anti-power, impulse of various struggles all
over the world. Radical Republicanism (ed-
ited by Bruno Leipold, Karma Nabulsi and
Stuart White) makes this connection across
various domains of social, economic and po-
litical life in our times.

How does this connect to our political tra-
dition? I turned to Babasaheb Ambedkar, ar-
guably the only democratic theorist of 20th
century India, for an answer. His writings on
democracy (so ably curated by Christophe
Jaffrelot and Narender Kumar in Dr
Ambedkar and Democracy: An Anthology)
show a shift from republicanism to a radical
republicanism, culminating in this astound-

A republic is not just a
negation of that quaint
institution called monarchy;
it is a rejection of arbitrary
power in all its forms —
political, social and
economic. A republican is
not someone with a MAGA-
lomania. Republicanism
connects to a deep political
and intellectual tradition in
the Euro-Atlantic world, an
alternative to liberal-
democracy, a radical
tradition centred around the
ideals of political liberty,
popular sovereignty, equal
citizenship and civic virtues.
Republicanism recalls the
key value of our freedom
struggle — ‘swaraj’ in all
dimensions of our life — and
the political quest of
Babasaheb Ambedkar as well
as the spirit of ‘gana’ that
informed ancient Indian
republics.
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ing statement (italics in original): “My defi-
nition of democracy is ‘a form and a method
of government whereby revolutionary changes
in the economic and social life of the people are
brought without a bloodshed’”. For him
democracy was not merely a political order.
A genuine democracy must also be a social
order sans hierarchy that is based on a shared
sense of community of all citizens. Such a
moral order requires a cultivation of civic
virtues, an attitude of mind based on equal-
ity and liberty, but above all anchored in fra-
ternity or maitree. To avoid any misunder-
standing, he declares “Let no one, however,
say that [ have borrowed my philosophy
from the French Revolution... I have derived
them from the teachings of my Master, the
Buddha.” Radical republicanism comes clos-
est to defining Babasaheb’s democratic the-
ory. No wonder, he founded the Republican
Party of India.

This Republic Day must not be about go-
ing through the motions of a tired sarkari rit-
ual but about rekindling this spirit of repub-
licanism. Satirist Parsai had proposed that
each Republic Day jhanki could display the
reality of the state that year: Drought relief
scam, corruption scandals, riots, atrocities.
In a similar vein, this year UP could be rep-
resented by a bulldozer, Maharashtra by a gi-
ant washing machine, Haryana with a scene
of lynching and Delhi with the images of
Umar Khalid and other UAPA detainees with-
out trial. Towards the end, there could be a
blank mega TV screen and the statue of jus-
tice without a blindfold or eyes. This Republic
Day could be ajhanki, a glimpse, of the frac-
turing of the gana in our ganatantra, the dis-
mantling of our republic.

If republic names what we have lost over
the last 10 years, reclaiming the republic
must be the clarion call, our shankhanaad,
this 26th of January.

Yadav is member, Swaraj India, and national
convenor of Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan.
Views are personal

Seizing the peace

An approaching Trump presidency may have pushed Hamas towards a deal

SUMIT GANGULY

AS PRESIDENT JOE Biden was about to leave a
press conference following the announcement
of a possible ceasefire accord between Israel
and Hamas, a reporter asked him, “Who gets
credit for this, Mr. President, you or Trump?”
Apparently, Biden had stopped, turned around,
smiled and said, “Is this a joke?”

His sardonic response aside, according to
reliable news reports, his administration had
made a relentless effort in its last days to try
and conclude a ceasefire between the two
warring parties. This endeavour, that his
Secretary of State, Anthony Blinken had spear-
headed, was no doubt an effort to cement his
legacy as his presidency ended.

To no surprise, President-elect Trump
wasted little time in claiming that his elec-
tion was responsible for the accord even be-
fore it had been formally announced in the
Middle East. His self-aggrandising an-
nouncement notwithstanding, the Biden ad-
ministration had initiated this process and
Trump’s new emissary for the Middle East,
Steve Witkoff, helped to conclude it. Even
Wikoff conceded that it was Brett McGurk,
President Biden'’s trusted Middle East hand,
who had played a crucial role in bringing this
deal to a successful close.

The agreement is now being imple-

mented. Ninety Palestinians, who had been
held inIsraeli prisons, have now been released
in exchange for three Israeli hostages. Another
30, who still remain in Hamas’ custody, will
be released in the next several weeks. In the
meanwhile, many displaced Palestinians are
now returning to their demolished homes.

This six-week ceasefire may well lead to
a broader diplomatic initiative that culmi-
nates in a more permanent peace. Whether
or not that happens remains uncertain. The
relentless Israeli bombardment of Gaza de-
signed to eviscerate Hamas, and its military
prowess has actually had an unintended and
perverse consequence: As per some reports
Hamas is alleged to have actually exploited
the abject conditions prevailing in Gaza to
recruit almost as many of fighters that it has
lost. Consequently, itis still not a completely
spent force, a key objective of the Netanyahu
government’s war.

It should also be noted that at least one
key member of his war cabinet, National
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir, who was
staunchly opposed to the ceasefire, has now
resigned along with two other ministers.
Another hardliner, Minister of Finance
Bezalel Smotrich, who chose not to quit the
government, has stated that Israel should ex-

plicitly reserve the right to go back into Gaza
should it deem necessary.

AsbothIsraelis and Gazans see the imple-
mentation of the agreement, a key question
remains unanswered. Why was the agree-
ment reached at this very late hour, in the twi-
light of the Biden administration? It is impos-
sible to provide a definitive answer to this
question. However, both informed analystsin
the US as well as key members of the Israeli
opposition have reportedly argued that
Netanyahu deliberately slow-walked the ne-
gotiations once Trump was elected to the pres-
idency for a second time. They contend that, as
a very astute observer of the American polit-
ical scene, he must have concluded thatanac-
cord reached just before Trump assumed of-
fice would give him greater leverage over the
future of the Palestinian question.

Such an assumption is far from fanciful.
Among other matters, during the first Trump
administration, a long-standing Israeli de-
mand had been granted. In December 2017,
the United States had accepted Jerusalem and
not Tel Aviv as the nation’s capital and the US
Embassy was also shifted to the city.
Furthermore, in 2019, the Trump administra-
tion had recognised Israeli sovereignty over
the occupied Golan Heights.

Finally, Trump, with his usual bombast,
had repeatedly stated in the last few weeks
that there would be “hell to pay” if the Israeli
hostages were not released before he took
charge on January 20. This message, for a cer-
tainty, was not lost on Hamas. Additionally,
its weakened leadership may have also con-
cluded that given Trump’s inclination to
grant extraordinary leeway to any Israeli gov-
ernment, it was perhaps best to conclude a
ceasefire while the Biden administration was
still in office.

The accord, if it goes into effect as planned,
will bring this sanguinary war to a close, at
least for the next several weeks. What will
transpire thereafter will depend in consider-
able measure on two key factors. First, the de-
gree of latitude the Trump administration is
willing to grant Netanyahu’s government in
dealing with Hamas and the Palestinians in
general. Second, on Netanyahu’s ability to hold
his fractious government together and his
willingness to appease the most extreme
members of his coalition as he seeks to ensure
his own political survival given his legal woes.

Ganguly is senior fellow and directs the
Huntington Program on US-India relations at
Hoover Institution, Stanford University
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Ultimately, Gaza should become part of an independent Palestinian state. In the

best of worlds, this ceasefire will be the

beginning of this essential change.”
— THEWASHINGTON POST

A virus in

persp

Anxieties about HMIPV

ective

are understandable after

Covid. But it has been in circulation since 2001, our
health system is equipped to deal with it

SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN
AND HARKABIR SINGH
JANDU

FIRST DETECTED IN 2001, HMPV (Human
metapneumovirus)is a virus from the fam-
ily called Pneumoviridae and has been in
circulation even earlier in human popula-
tions. Hence HMPV is well known to the
medical community in terms of its charac-
teristics, illness caused, prevention, detec-
tion and management. Further, many peo-
ple in India would have been exposed to
HMPV because it is a common virus. The
virus just happens to now be picked up by
the media. The few cases of the HMPV de-
tected in India during the current flu sea-
son are within the expected range and not
a cause for alarm.

HMPV usually spreads from infected
people through droplets, infected sur-
faces, and contact such as handshakes.
The typical period between infection and
appearance of symptoms is three to six
days. Symptoms can include nasal con-
gestion, sneezing, cough, breathlessness,
fever, and sore throat; similar to the ones
caused by common cold or flu. In almost
all cases, HMPV causes only mild symp-
toms that resolve in a few days. Like most
respiratory viruses that affect humans,
HMPV can cause more severe respiratory
illnesses especially in infants, young chil-
dren, the very elderly, and those who have
weakened immune systems.

HMPV can be prevented by following
the usual precautions of the flu season.
These include wearing masks, avoiding
touching the face, frequently washing
hands, avoiding crowded places, espe-
cially by the very young and the elderly.
In fact, routinely wearing masks could
help reduce many high-burden diseases
in India including seasonal flu, pneumo-
nia, and tuberculosis.

The health system in India is fully
equipped to deal with HMPV. The virus can
be detected through a routine RT-PCR test
of the kind used for detecting the Covid19
virus, though this is not needed for most
cases. Management of HMPV is similar to
that of other respiratory viruses and princi-
pally revolves around symptomatic man-
agement including hydrating, taking warm
fluids, resting, and taking paracetamol for
managing high fever. Itis important to keep
an eye out for warning signs, particularly in
infants and the elderly. These include breath-
ing fast, difficulty in breathing, persistent
high fever, incessant coughing, vomiting,
and infants being unable to feed. One should
seek medical attention froma doctor if these
symptoms appear.

We can say with a high degree of con-
fidence that the handful of cases of HMPV
that have been detected so far in India
originate not from outside the country but
from within, as is expected during the
winter months.

Using its country-wide lab-based sur-
veillance network, the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) has found that

HMPV has caused approximately 3 per cent
of the cases of Influenza Like [llness (ILI) and
Severe Acute Respiratory Illness (SARI)in the
current season. The vast majority of cases
have been caused by SARS-CoV-2 (that
caused the Covid 19 pandemic and s still cir-
culating in the country), Influenza A,
Influenza B, RSV and other pathogens. This
distribution typically changes month-on-
month. Of course, the more we test the more
we will detect. For an infection like HMPV,
the absolute numbers of cases are not im-
portant and need not be counted — only
overall trends in virus circulation in the
country are useful to know.

Further, there is no data to suggest that
the circulating HMPV has mutated in any
way that is of public health concern. ICMR
and its institutes continue to track this as-
pect as well.

Anxieties about respiratory disease
outbreaks are understandable in the
wake of the Covid19 pandemic. Hence,
science-based communication and re-
sponse become even more critical for all
sections of society.

When SARS-CoV-2 was first detected
in 2019, it was a truly novel virus for the
world. At the time, no one in the world
had been exposed to SARS-CoV-2 or had
specific immunity against it. In contrast,
people across the world have been ex-
posed to HMPV for decades and the virus
is well studied. HMPV and SARS-CoV-2
belong to two very different virus fami-
lies with fundamentally different charac-
teristics and epidemiology, with strong
seasonality seen for HMPV unlike SARS-
CoV-2.Both viruses cause different sever-
ity of symptoms particularly over the
long-term and the affected population
segments do not fully overlap. HMPV in
general causes milder illness with deaths
being very rare and no long-term post-
viral symptoms.

India’s Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare has taken prompt action during this
fluseason, keeping in mind the sensitivities
around HMPV. Learning from the Covid19
pandemic, ICMR and the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) are closely monitor-
ing surveillance data across the country. The
national and state governments are also
communicating proactively. We should use
this period to test our surveillance and risk
communication systems, to learn and refine
processes in anticipation of an actually vir-
ulent outbreak in the future.

The Niti Aayog published its framework
report on future pandemic preparedness
and emergency response in August 2024.
The recommendations of this report
should be implemented on priority along
withincreased investments in R&D for vac-
cines and counter measures against
pathogens of concern, which have been
identified by the World Health
Organisation. This will help India to be fully
prepared for future outbreaks, epidemics
from known and emerging infections.

Finally, air pollution significantly exac-
erbates respiratory illnesses, including ILI
and SARI, and is one of the leading drivers of
mortality globally. It's time we swiftly and
effectively act on air pollution across the
country through a multi-sectoral and all-of-
government approach.

Swaminathan is chairperson, M S
Swaminathan Research Foundation,
Chennai, and principal advisor, MOHFW.
Jandu is an independent consultant

BIDEN’S SEND OFF

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Triumph
& tragedy’ (IE, January 20). Joe Biden’s
term in office was a mixed bag. Despite
all the naysayers, he won the presi-
dency in 2020. Then, he secured major
legislative victories like the Inflation
Reduction Act,and managed to double
the number of Americans who have ac-
cess to affordable healthcare. The econ-
omy created 2.3 million jobs. But his ad-
ministration failed to solve the inflation
crisis, and continued unwavering sup-
port for Ukraine and Israel which was
met with fierce opposition. His admin-
istration has failed in controlling illegal
immigration. Regardless of the political
leadership change in the White House,
all indications are that the Indo-US re-
lationship will only grow stronger.

S SPaul, Nadia

HEALTH IS WEALTH

THIS REFERS TO the article 'For better
health'(IE, January 20). Health is an es-
sential factor in all spheres of nation-
building and healthy citizens are pre-
cious assets. We must invest in the
health of the citizenry and the nation.
Following the policy of “One health”, we
need digital records of citizens’ health.
Investment in research of zoonotic and
other illnesses is a must. We must also

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

centralise treatment plans of patients
and update them regularly so health-
care professionals, researchers and the
state have the information required to
preempt a health disaster. A healthy na-
tion will progress in leaps and bounds;
that should be the goal.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

AN ESSENTIAL TEST

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Carnage to
Good Morning: How to get ready for
Trump’s shock & awe’ (IE, January 20).
There are immense challenges and op-
portunities that await Donald Trump in
his second term. The focus on foreign
policy and immigration overshadows a
crucial internal issue: The future of
America’s democratic institutions.
Trump 2.0 could be a defining moment
for the state of democracy itself. His past
rhetoric and actions have often raised
questions about the erosion of demo-
cratic norms, particularly in relation to
the rule of law, political polarisation,
and respect for constitutional checks
and balances. As Trump seeks to reaf-
firm America’s global leadership, he
must also address the pressing need for
unity, stability, and institutional in-
tegrity within the country. This may be
his most difficult, yet most essential test.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
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IMMIGRATION, ENERGY, TARIFFS AMONG
200 executive decisions to be taken on Day 1

‘From this moment, America’s d

REUTERS
JANUARY 20

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
said on Monday he would issue
whatis expected to be a flurry of
executive orders and directives,
as he sought to put his stamp on
his new administration on mat-
ters ranging from energy to im-
migration. Two sources familiar
with the plans said more than
200 such orders and directives
could be released. Promising
people their faith, wealth, and
democracy, Trump said: “From
this moment on, America’s de-
clineis over.”

Here is what we know about
the executive orders so far:

IMMIGRATION

Trump said he would declare
illegal immigration a national
emergency, send troops to the
U.S.-Mexico border and reinstate
his “remain in Mexico” policy.

He also said he would seek to
stopallillegal entries and detain
allmigrants caught crossingille-
gally as part of a sweeping im-
migration crackdown that is ex-
pected to include deportations.

Trump will issue a sweeping
proclamation that aims to block
access to all asylum seekers at
the Mexico border, anincoming
Trump administration official
told Reuters.

He will alsoissue an order in-
tended to end birthright citizen-
ship for U.S.-born children
whose parents lack legal immi-
gration status, the official said.

ENERGY

Trump said he would imme-
diately declare a national energy
emergency, promising to fill up
strategic oil reserves and export
U.S. energy all over the world.
“We will be a rich nation again,
and it is that liquid gold under
our feet that will help to do it,”
he said.

The U.S. also will withdraw
from the Paris climate agree-
ment, according to a White
House document. In addition,
Trump said he would revoke

'

P

o

-

e
(-

>

'

ININAUGURAL SPEECH, TRUMP PROMISES
people their ‘faith, wealth and democracy’
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Donald Trump is sworn in as the 47th President of the United States by Chief Justice John Roberts as Melania Trump holds the Bible; ] D Vance is sworn in as Vice President as wife Usha Vance
looks on, in the US Capitol in Washington on Monday. Reuters

what he has called an electric ve-
hicle mandate.

TARIFFS

Trump said on Monday he
would tariff and tax countries to
enrich Americans, promised an
overhaul of the trade system,
and said the U.S. would establish
an “External Revenue Service.”

Trump will issue a broad
trade memo on Monday that
stops short of imposing new tar-
iffs on his first day in office, but
rather directs federal agencies to
evaluate U.S. trade relationships
with China, Canada and Mexico,
anincoming Trump administra-
tion official said.

TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

Trump said his government's
policy would be that there are
only two genders, male and fe-
male. The president has vowed
to sign an executive order end-
ing transgender rights in the U.S.
military and inside U.S. schools.

As for transgender athletes,
he told a rally on Sunday that he
would act on his first day to stop
the participation of trans ath-

letes in women’s sports.

PARDONS

Trump has also said he will
take action immediately on tak-
ing office to issue pardons for
some of the hundreds of people
convicted or charged in connec-
tion with the Jan 6,2021, assault
on US Capitol by his supporters.

GENDER-AFFIRMING

Trump said in a campaign
videoin 2023 that on his first day
in office he would revoke the
Biden administration's policies
that provide information and re-
sources to those seeking medical
care so they can align their bod-
ies with the gender they identify
with. That care can include hor-
mone therapy and surgery.

DRUG CARTELS

Trump said on Monday he
would also invoke the Alien
Enemies Act of 1798 to eliminate
foreign gangs and designate car-
tels as foreign terrorist organiza-
tions, fulfilling a promise he
made on the campaign trail to
crack down on the sources of the
lethal opioid fentanyl.

Musk to Bezos to Meloni: Tech bosses,
far-right leaders, artistes attend event

CHRIS CAMERON
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 20

THREE OF the richest people in
the world, foreign dignitaries,
tech and business executives,
former presidents and an assort-
ment of performers and other
celebrities are on the guest list
for President-elect Donald ].
Trump’s inauguration on
Monday, even as much of the
midday ceremony has been
moved indoors amid forecasts of
extreme cold.

Elon Musk, Mark Zuckerberg
and Jeff Bezos, three of the
world’s wealthiest men, were re-
ported to be among the major
tech executives who sat in a po-
sition of honor on the dais at
Trump’s inauguration — before

Biden’s parting gift: Pre-emptive pardon for

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 20

JOE BIDEN issued preemptive
pardons on Monday for several
of his immediate family mem-
bers and people his successor
Donald Trump has targeted for
retaliation, including Republican
former lawmaker Liz Cheney and
Mark Milley, the former chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
The pardons, issued in
Biden's last hours as president,
cover the select committee that
investigated the Jan. 6, 2021,
storming of the U.S. Capitol by
Trump supporters, as well as all
lawmakers, including Cheney,
who served on the congressional
committee and police officers
who testified before it. They also

UK’s Southport

stabbings: Teen
pleads guilty

London: A British teenager on
Monday unexpectedly pleaded
guilty to murdering three young
girls at a Taylor Swift-themed
dance event last July, an atrocity
that triggered days of nation-
wide rioting.

Axel Rudakubana, 18, sur-
prised the judge, prosecutors and
police by admitting he had carried
out the killings in the northern
English town of Southport, mak-
ing the trial that was about to start
at Liverpool Crown Court unnec-
essary. He also pleaded guilty to
10 charges of attempted murder
relating to the attack, as well as to
producing the deadly poisonricin
and possessing anal Qaeda train-
ing manual. After his conviction,
British media  reported
Rudakubana had previously tried
to attack former classmates at a
school from which he had been
expelled for carrying aknife. They
said was referred to a counter-rad-
icalisation scheme, but no action
was taken. REUTERS
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(Clockwise from top left) Mark
Milley, former chairman of
Joint Chiefs of Staff; Anthony
Fauci, former White House
chief medical advisor; James
Biden; former US Rep Liz
Cheney. AP & Reuters

covered Anthony Fauci, who
served as White House chief
medical advisor during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Trump, who was swornin as
president on Monday, has re-
peatedly called for the prosecu-
tion of his perceived enemies
since winning the White House
in November.

Biden praised public servants
as the "lifeblood of our democ-
racy.” Without mentioning
Trump, he expressed alarm that
some of them were subjected to
threats and intimidation for do-
ing their job. Just before he
handed over the office to Trump,
Biden also pardoned five mem-
bers of his family, saying he
wanted to protect them from po-
litically-motivated investiga-
tions.

kin, Jan 6 panel, Trump foes Fauci & Cheney

He pardoned his siblings —
James Biden, Frank Biden and
Valerie Biden Owens — as well as
their spouses, John Owens and
Sara Biden. “My family has been
subjected to unrelenting attacks
and threats, motivated solely by a
desire to hurt me — the worst kind
of partisan politics,” Biden said.
“Unfortunately, I have no reason
to believe these attacks willend.”

In December, Biden par-
doned his son Hunter after re-
peatedly saying he would not.
Biden also commuted the life
sentence imposed on Native
American activist Leonard
Peltier, who has been jailed for
nearly five decades for the 1975
killings of two FBI agents.

The U.S. Constitution gives a
president broad pardon powers
for federal offenses.

HOURS AFTER HAMAS FREES 3 ISRAELI HOSTAGES
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(From left) Mark Zuckerberg, Lauren Sinchez, Jeff Bezos,
Sundar Pichai and Elon Musk, at the Rotunda of the Capitol

in Washington, Monday. AP

the event was moved indoors.
Tim Cook, the chief executive of
Apple, and Shou Chew, theCEO

of TikTok, had also been invited
to sit on the dais.
China’s vice president, Han

Zheng, attended the inauguration
on behalf of Xi Jinping, whom
Trump had invited to the inaugu-
ration. A number of other world
leaders also attended the event.
Many of them shared Trump’s
ideology and policy preferences.
Javier Milei, the right-wing pop-
ulist president of Argentina, made
an appearance. From Europe,
Giorgia Meloni, the right-wing
PM of Italy attended.

Three representatives from
key US allies in the Asia-Pacific
region also attended: S.
Jaishankar, the External Affairs
Minister for India; Penny Wong,
the foreign minister of Australia;
and Takeshi Iwaya, the foreign
minister of Japan. NBC News also
reported that several athletes
and musicians would be in at-
tendance. NYT

Moments after its creation, ‘DOGE’
advisory group attracts lawsuits

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 20

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
has officially announced the cre-
ation of an advisory group aimed
at carrying out dramatic cuts to
the U.S. government, attracting
immediate lawsuits challenging
its operations.

The group — dubbed the
Department of Government
Efficiency, or “DOGE” — is being
co-run by Tesla CEO Elon Musk
and failed presidential candidate
Vivek Ramaswamy, and has
grandiose goals of eliminating
entire federal agencies and cut-
ting three quarters of federal
government jobs.

“To restore competence and
effectiveness to our federal gov-

Vivek Ramaswamy at the
US Capitol, Monday. Reuters

ernment, my administration will
establish the brand new
Department of Government
Efficiency,” Trump said in his in-
augural speech Monday. Despite

Truce deal: Israel frees 90 Palestinian prisoners

REUTERS
GAZA, CAIRO, JANUARY 20

ISRAELRELEASED 90 Palestinian
prisoners hours after Hamas re-
leased three Israeli hostages on
Sunday, the first day of a cease-
fire suspending a 15-month-old
war that has devastated the Gaza
Strip and inflamed the Middle
East.

The truce allowed
Palestinians to return to
bombed-out neighborhoods to
begin rebuilding their lives,
while relief trucks delivered
much-needed aid. Elsewhere in
Gaza, crowds cheered Hamas
fighters who emerged from hid-
ing. Fireworks were launched in
celebration as buses carrying the
Palestinian prisoners arrived in
Ramallah on the West Bank,
where thousands of people
waited to welcome them.

Large white buses carrying
the detainees exited the gates of

Palestinian prisoners reach Beitunia in West Bank, after
being released by Israel, Monday. AP

Israel’s Ofer prison, just outside
the West Bank city of Ramallah,
as celebratory fireworks erupted
overhead. Crowds of Palestinians
thronged the buses, chanting
and cheering.

Those freed from Israeli pris-

ons included 69 women and 21
teenage boys from the West
Bank and Jerusalem, according
to Hamas.

In Tel Aviv, hundreds of
Israelis cheered and weptin a
square outside the defense
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headquarters as a live broadcast
from Gaza showed three female
hostages getting into a Red Cross
vehicle surrounded by Hamas
fighters. According to a list pro-
vided by the Palestinian
Authority’s Commission for
Prisoners’ Affairs, all of those re-
leased are women or minors.

The Israeli military said Romi
Gonen, Doron Steinbrecher and
Emily Damari had been reunited
with their mothers and released
avideo showing them in appar-
ent good health. Damari, who
lost two fingers when she was
shot the day she was abducted,
smiled and embraced her
mother as she held up a band-
aged hand.

"Iwould like you to tell them:
Romi, Doron and Emily — an en-
tire nation embraces you.
Welcome home,” Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
told a commander by phone.

At Sheba Medical Center, the
women were reunited with their

families in long embraces that
went from tears to laughter. A
smiling Damari was draped inan
Israeli flag. A Palestinian medical
student who was among 90 pris-
oners freed by Israel says condi-
tions of her detention were “ter-
rible” and that she had limited
access to food and water.

Still, 22-year-old Bara’a Al-
Fugha says she was relieved and
overjoyed to be reunited with
her family in the occupied West
Bank early on Monday. She
hugged her family as she
stepped off the white Red Cross
bus and into the sea of cheering
Palestinians welcoming the
dozens of detainees, all women
and minors, back from Israeli
prison.

Overall, 33 hostages and
nearly 2,000 Palestinian prison-
ers and detainees should be
freed over the ceasefire’s 42-day
first phase, and the next release
of hostages and prisoners comes
onSaturday. WITHAPINPUTS

the name, the committee is not a
department and has little official
power to carry out any reorgani-
zation, let alone the head-spin-
ning cuts proposed by Musk and
Ramaswamy.

Public interest law firm
National Security Counselors sued
within minutes of the announce-
ment, opens new tab, alleging that
the group was breaking a 1972
law that governed federal advi-
sory committees. So too did,
opens new tab the American
Public Health Association, the
American Federation of Teachers,
and Citizens for Responsibility and
Ethics in Washington,a watchdog
group. Another watchdog group,
Public Citizen, is suing over the
group's uncertain legal status
along with a union representing
US government employees.
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U.S.TOAGAIN WITHDRAW FROMPARIS
climate agreement, says White House

eclineis over

LEADERS SPEAK

“Congratulations,
President Trump. Canada
and the US have the
world's most successful
economic partnership.
We have the chance to
work together again — to
create more jobs and
prosperity for both our
nations”

JUSTIN TRUDEAU
CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER

“President Trump is
always decisive, and the
peace through strength
policy he announced
provides an opportunity
to strengthen American
leadership and achieve a
long-term and just
peace, which is the top

priority.”
VOLODYMYR

ZELENSKYY
UKRAINE PRESIDENT

“I believe that working
together again we will
raise the U.S.-Israel
alliance to even greater
heights... On behalf of the
people of Israel, I also
want to thank you for
your efforts in helping
free Israeli hostages.”

BENJAMIN
NETANYAHU
PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL

“For centuries, the
relationship between our
two nations has been one
of collaboration,
cooperation and
enduring partnership...
Together, we have
defended the world from
tyranny and worked
towards our mutual
security and prosperity”

KEIRSTARMER
BRITISHPRIME MINISTER

“With President Trump
back in office we will
turbo-charge defence
spending & production.
My warm congratulations
to @realDonaldTrump on
his inauguration as 47th
President of the USA and
to @JDVance as Vice
President.”

MARKRUTTE
NATO SECRETARY-GENERAL

“Since Trump repeatedly
said he would end the
Russia-Ukraine war, we as
Turkey will do whatever
necessary in this regard.
We need toresolve this
issue as soon as possible...
Iwish Mr. Trump's second
term would bring good
for all humanity”

RECEP TAYYIP
ERDOGAN
PRESIDENT OF TURKEY

Gazarescue workers

start searching for
bodies under rubble

REUTERS
GAZA, CAIRO, JANUARY 20

PALESTINIANS BEGAN searching
on Monday for thousands of
Gazans believed still buried un-
der rubble, as residents ex-
pressed shock at the devastation
wrought by 15 months of war on
the enclave on the second day of
a ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas.

The truce in the 15-month-
old conflict, which has laid waste
to the Gaza Strip and inflamed
the Middle East, took effect on
Sunday with the release of the
first three hostages held by
Hamas and 90 Palestinians freed
from Israeli jails.

Now attention is starting to
shift to the rebuilding of the
coastal enclave which the Israeli
military has demolished in retal-

iation for a Hamas attack on
Israel on Oct. 7,2023.

That assault killed 1,200 peo-
ple with around 250 hostages
taken into Gaza. In the subse-
quent conflict, more than 47,000
Palestinians have been killed,
Gaza's health ministry says.

“We are searching for 10,000
martyrs whose bodies remain
under the rubble,” said
Mahmoud Basal, spokesperson
of the Palestinian Civil
Emergency Services.

At least 2,840 bodies were
melted and there were no traces
of them, he said.

“It was a big shock, and the
amount (of people) feeling
shocked is countless because of
what happened to their homes -
it's destruction, total destruction.
It's not like an earthquake or a
flood, no no, what happened is a
war of extermination,” he said.
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NEW US PRESIDENT SAYS WILLDECLARE A ‘NATIONAL ENERGY EMERGENCY’

‘Drill, baby, drill’: Trump vows to
pump, export more oil, lower prices

.. announces trading
system ‘overhaul’

New external revenue service to
collect tariffs from foreign countries

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

DONALD TRUMP'S first speech as
the 47th President of the United
States featured various slogans
that he employed during his pres-
idential campaign, and among
them was “Drill, baby, drill”, indi-
cating that hisadministration will
push for more oil and gas produc-
tionas well as consumptioninthe
US. Trump, who said that he will
be declaring a “national energy
emergency” to boost US oil and
gas production and bring prices
down, also announced that the US
will increase its energy exports.

The US President’s comments
right after his inauguration could
lead to further downward pres-
sure onoil prices. In fact, oil prices
did slip a bit after Trump’s inau-
guration speech, even as the mar-
ket awaits the details of his exec-
utive orders on the “energy
emergency’”.

For India, whichis the world's
third-largest consumer of crude
oil and depends on imports to
meet over 85 per cent of its re-
quirement of the commuodity, that
would be a good thing. The US is
already the fifth-largest supplier
of crude oil to India,and aboostin
US oil exports could further ben-
efitIndia.

Heavy dependence on im-
ported crude oil makes the Indian
economy vulnerable to global oil
price volatility, apart from having
a bearing on the country’s trade
deficit, foreign exchange reserves,
rupee’s exchange rate, and infla-
tion. “The inflation crisis (in the
US) was caused by massive over-
spending and escalating energy
prices,and thatis why today [ will

— BRIEFLY —

‘T factorimpacton
global economic
dynamics: Birla

Mumbai: Aditya Birla group
Chairman Kumar Mangalam
Birlaon Monday said the one
factor that could dispropor-
tionately influence the course
of theyearistheTfactor—The
Trump Factor — thatholds the
potential to reshape geopolit-
ical dynamics, with profound
implications for the global
economy and business. Birla
said the US has long been the
most significant market for
the group outside India, with
investments exceeding $15
billion, including a $4 billion
greenfield expansion cur-
rently underway. ENS

Hexaware gets
Sebi ok for
$9,950¢crIPO

Mumbai: Hexaware Technol-
ogies Ltd has received mar-
ket regulator SEBI's approval
to raise Rs 9,950 crore
through an offer for sale
(OFS) of shares. This IPO will
be the biggest ever in the in-
fotech sector segment. Sebi
also approved the IPOs of
PMEA Solar Tech Solutions
Ltd, Scoda Tubes Ltd, AJAX
Engineering Ltd, All Time
Plastics Ltd and Vikran
Engineering Ltd. ENS

NCLT orders
liquidation of
GoFirst

New Delhi: The National
Company Law Tribunal has
ordered the liquidation of Go
First, the carrier that stopped
flying after being bogged
down by financial woes. PTI

Hindenburg says

not under probe
by USSEC

Toronto: US short-seller
Hindenburg Research
has said it is not under
probe by US SEC as it rub-
bished alleged links of its
founder to a hedge fund for
preparing reports targeting
companies. PTI

Delegates to the World Economic Forum watch Donald
Trump’s inauguration as US President on a giant screen at the
Ukraine House, on the opening day of the 55th annual meeting

of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

Reuters

also declare a national energy
emergency. We will drill, baby,
drill. America will be a manufac-
turing nation once again, and we
have something that no other
manufacturing nation will ever
have, the largestamount of oil and
gas of any country on earth. And
weare going to useit,” Trumyp said.

“We will bring prices down, fill
our strategic (petroleum)reserves
up again, right to the top, and ex-
port American energy all over the
world. We will be a rich nation
again, and itis thatliquid gold un-
derour feet that will helptodoit,”
Trump said, adding that he will
also revoke what he terms as the
“electric vehicle mandate”, or the
Joe Biden administration’s policies
that pushed for more electric ve-
hicle adoption.

Whileitis too early to say how
Trump’s second term as US pres-
ident will turn out to be for global
oil markets, industry watchers ex-
pect the Trump administration'’s
economic and energy policies to
put downward pressure on oil

prices. If strictly implemented, his
plans toimpose high tariffs onim-
ports—particularly on those from
China-could negatively impact
global oil demand as China is the
world's top oil importer.
Moreover, Trump's push to
significantly increase US oil pro-
duction and even exports could
add to the global oil supply and
even push major oil producers to
compete for market share, which
again could put pressure on prices.
Realistically though, the incoming
dispensation in Washington is
likely to push for a largely bal-
anced global oil market to keep oil
prices in check while avoiding a
steep decline or crash, as that
would make production unviable
for American oil producers as well.
And although Trump has been
promising voters that he will dras-
tically cut energy bills in the US,
the White House on its own has
limited instruments to meaning-
fully sway oil prices.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump,
during his inauguration speech
on Monday, announced the es-
tablishment of an external rev-
enue service to collect tariffs from
foreign countries exporting goods
to America.

“I'will immediately begin the
overhaul of our trade system to
protect American workers and
families. Instead of taxing our cit-
izens to enrich other countries, we
will tariff and tax foreign countries
toenrichour citizens,” Trump said.
“For this purpose, we are establish-
ing the external revenue service to
collect all tariffs, duties, and rev-
enues. It will be massive amounts
of money pouring into our treas-
ury, coming from foreign sources.
The American dreamwill soonbe
backand thriving like never before,
to restore competence and effec-
tiveness to our federal govern-
ment,” he added.

This announcement follows
Trump’s threat last month to im-
pose 100 per cent tariffs on Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South
Africa (the BRICS nations) if they
create a new BRICS currency or
backany other currency toreplace
theUSdollar as the world's reserve
currency. Trump’s proposed tariffs
may primarily target China, given
the far larger trade imbalance. A

fresh round of US-China trade
wars could potentially benefit
India by redirecting investments
and manufacturing opportunities
away from China. Trump has,
however, also flagged high tariffs
imposed by Indiarepeatedly. Atan
election rally, he criticised China,
Brazil, and India, calling India a
“tariffking” and a “trade abuser.”

The US is India’s largest trade
partner, with bilateral trade reach-
ing almost $120 billion in FY24 —
slightly higher than India’s trade
with China. However, unlike
China, India’s trade relationship
with the US is favourable, making
the US a vital source of foreign ex-
change. Despite attempts to diver-
sifyitsexports, India’sdependence
on the US has grown over the past
decade. According to official
2022-23 data, the US accounts for
18 per cent of India’s exports, com-
pared to 10 per cent in 2010-11.
India’s export basket to the US is
well-diversified, benefiting indus-
tries ranging from textiles to elec-
tronics and engineering.

During his first term, Trump
invoked national security provi-
sions to impose a 25 per cent tar-
iff on steel and a 10 per cent tariff
on aluminium from India and
other countries, breaking with the
tradition of not targeting friendly
nations. President Biden chose to
negotiate with India and the
European Union rather than lift
these tariffs.

Globalisation is set to grow at slower
pace than before CEA Nageswaran

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

AMID RISING protectionism glob-
ally and routine tariff threats
made by US President Donald
Trump, Chief Economic Advisor
Anantha Nageswaran said on
Monday that globalisation is set
to grow at a slower pace than be-
fore,and that there are clear signs
that the manufacturingand serv-
ice sectors will face severe head-
winds going forward.

Given the dynamic changes
taking place, agriculture and food
security are expected to become
more important, with agricultural
exports becoming both econom-
ically imperative and geostrategic,
Nageswaran said at Exim Bank’s

Anantha Nageswaran,
Chief Economic Advisor

International Economic Research
Annual Citation 2023 presenta-
tion ceremony.

“...there are clear signs that
manufacturing and services are
likely to be challenged. We have
established a strong positioninIT-
enabled services and have good
exposure to [T-enabled services
manufacturing. Our share may be
lower, but we are making sincere
efforts toraise our manufacturing

share of GDP. However, all these
sectors will also face severe head-
winds due to geopolitical frag-
mentation,” Nageswaran said.
“And therefore, agriculture
and food security are going to be-
come increasingly important...
agricultural exports will be both
economically imperative and also
geostrategicin this context.In fact,
thereis considerable scope for di-
versification across the farming
sector, which could drive growth
in many allied activities such as
agriculture, fisheries, poultry,
dairy, etc.,, moving beyond the ce-
reals on which we have tradition-
ally focused,” he added.
Nageswaran, however,
pointed out that land availability
per capitainIndiais verylow, with
the country having the lowest per

capitaland availability in the G20.
Inother words, India has the high-
est population density per square
kilometre in the G20, making land
a scarce resource.

Discussing a research report
on the misallocation of land in
India, the CEA stated: “There are
two key dimensions to this re-
search: oneis to make agriculture
more productive, and the second
is to free up land to accelerate in-
dustrialisation.”

Addressing the challenges in
land use, in the manufacturing
sector, Nageswaran explained that
land inIndia is subject to so many
regulations that enterprises are
unable to utilise the full land avail-
able to them for productive pur-
poses. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

‘SUBSTANTIAL DELAYS’ IN RESOLVING CASES OF PENSION ON HIGHER WAGES

EPFO head office flags concerns over
delay in finalising higher pension cases

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

THE EMPLOYEES' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) head office
has written toits field formations
expressing concern over “sub-
stantial delays” in finalising cases
of pension on higher wages under
the Employees’ Pension Scheme.
In a letter to EPFO’s field offices,
Central  Provident Fund
Commissioner (CPFC) Ramesh
Krishnamurthi has stated thatde-
spite issuance of several circulars
and clarifications by the EPFO
head office tofacilitate the prompt
disposal of higher pension appli-
cations, the “overall progress re-
mains below expectations due to
delaysindisposal of applications”.

“This is a matter of serious
concern, especially since the
Supreme Court has set a clear
timeline for concluding this exer-
cise,” Krishnamurthi said in a let-
ter dated January 17. The EPFO
head office has now set fresh
deadlines of January 24 and
February 7 for its field offices to
complete processing of the higher
pension applications. “For offices
having less than 5,000 applica-
tions with joint options, the final
deadline for completing the ex-
amination of all pending applica-
tions will be January 25, 2025. For

all other offices the deadline is set
for February 7,2025. All clear cases
for PPO (Pension Payment Order)
issuance should be completed at
all offices by January 24,2025,” the
EPFO chief said in his letter.

Union Minister of Labour and
Employment Mansukh
Mandaviya has been taking regu-
lar meetings with EPFO officials to
review the status of higher pen-
sion cases. Pending applications
of over 1lakh cases have been ex-
amined in the past month and
21,000 demand letters have been
issued, the EPF's Executive
Committee had discussed in a
meeting on Saturday. “The dis-
posal of cases has increased by ap-
proximately 58,000,” the Ministry
of Labour and Employment said
in a statement after the meeting.

The EPF Executive Committee
under the Ministry has recom-
mended holding regular video
conferences with employers to
speed up the correction in re-
verted cases and their submission
of joint options for which the last
dateisJanuary 31,2025. “It was di-
rected to complete maximum
workwithin the approved frame-
work by the end of the current fis-
cal year. Cases involving high
amounts pertaining to PSUs were
directed to be expedited as well,”
itsaid.

The EPFO head officeinitslat-

est letter said the progress in dis-
posal of pension on higher wages
hasbeenreviewed,and it is disap-
pointing to note that, with few ex-
ceptions, most offices are “signif-
icantly lagging in finalising cases”.
“A recent performance review
conducted by the pension divi-
sion, particularly for offices han-
dling fewer than 5,000 applica-
tions with joint options, revealed
substantial delays. The missed
deadline of January 10 by many
officesis particularly concerning,”
the letter stated. The letter also
said that the delays in finalising
higher pension cases is the “lack
of setting appropriate priority to
thisarea”. “Itis made clear that this
area of work must be accorded
highest priority along with the
task of activation of UANSs. Raising
repeated frivolous issues, which
could be addressed by RPFCs or
Zonal ACCS, should be avoided.
Officers must actively engage with
their Zonal Commissioners to re-
solve such issues promptly,” it
said.

Pro rata pension
formula

Meanwhile, in another set of
clarifications, EPFO has stated that
itwill use the pro rata method for
calculation of pension on higher
wages. “The pro-rata calculation
of pension is provided in Para 12

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

of the EPS and is equitable, treat-
ing both categories of pensioners
i.e. pensioners under wage ceiling
and those with higher wages on
an equal footing. Further, the
Hon'’ble Supreme Court had also
not found the same ultra-virés.
Accordingly, MoL&E has agreed
with the computation of pension
on pro-rata basis for the pension
on higher wages cases,” it said.

As per the EPFO, there is no
separate formula in EPS, 1995 for
calculation of pension on higher
wages and ordinary EPS mem-
bers. Therefore, the pension for-
mula, which calculates the pen-
sionable salary by multiplying the
pensionable service by the salary,
divided by 70 will be calculated
separately for the period prior to
September 1, 2014 and post that.

For pensionable service prior
to September 1, 2014, pro-rata
pensionable salary will be the
highest monthly salary prior to
the date, or 60 months average of
salary preceding the date of exit
from the membership of the pen-
sion fund, whichever be less. For
pensionable service post
September 1, 2014, pro-rata pen-
sionable salary will be the highest
monthly salary post that date or
60 months average of salary pre-
ceding the date of exit from the
membership of the pension fund,
whichever be less.
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Two Trump executive
orders, 4 years apart, and a
reversal of TikT ok’s f()rtunes

Guests attend Power 30 Awards, an inauguration party sponsored by TikTok for influencers

who supported US President Donald Trump, in Washington, DC, on Sunday.

Reuters

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

A SAGA of two executive orders
captures, in part, the extremes
that US President Donald Trump
could traverse on exactly the
same subject.

In August 2020, then
President Trump invoked his
emergency economic powers to
issue an executive order that im-
posed broad sanctions
against TikTok on na-
tional security grounds.
Fast forward to January
19, 2025, a day before
taking charge again, |

EXPLAINED

on his Truth Social account as mil-
lions of TikTok users in America
awoke to discover they could no
longer access the TikTok app or
the platform. Google and Apple
removed the app from their dig-
ital stores to comply with a US
federal law that required themto
do so if TikTok parent company
ByteDance did not sell its
American operation to an ap-
proved buyer by Sunday.
Triggered by Trump’s 2020 ex-
ecutive order, and after
multiple twists and
turns, US legislators en-
acted this federal law
that required ByteDance
to sever ties with the

Trump said that he plans

to issue an executive order that
would give TikTok’s China-based
parent company ByteDance more
time to find an approved buyer
before the popular video-sharing
platform was subject to a perma-
nent US ban. Trump, the initiator
of all of TikTok’s troubles in the US
less than five years ago, is now the
potential saviour.

The Ban

The short-video sharing plat-
form used by over 160 million
Americans began restoring its
services on Sunday after Trump
said he would revive the app’s ac-
cessinthe USwhenhereturns to
power Monday. “Frankly, we have
no choice. We have to save it,”
Trump said at a rally on Sunday,
hours before his inauguration. In
a message to users hours before
the rally, TikTok said: “As a result
of President Trump’s efforts,
TikTok is back in the US”.

Earlier on Sunday, Trump had
announced the decisionin a post

platform’s American op-
erations by Sunday citing national
security concerns posed by the
app’s Chinese origins. This was
passed with wide bipartisan sup-
port in April, and President Joe
Biden then went on to sign it.
ByteDance sued citing the rights
accorded under the US First
Amendment. The American
Supreme Court upheld thelawon
Friday.

Unprecedented Move

The TikTok ban was in many
ways an unprecedented step.The
US has never banned a major so-
cial media platform and this move
did mark a clear break from the
past. Web searches for the word
“VPN” surged in the minutes after
American users struggled to ac-
cess TikTok, according to Google
Trends quoted by Reuters.

This also comes at a particu-
larly tense moment in US-China
relations, given Trump’s public
threats of higher tariffs on China.
Earlier, on Friday, the Chinese

Despite a hiccup in last gtr,
India’s growth one of the
highest globally: Murthy

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 20

DESPITE A slowdown witnessed
in the second quarter of FY25,
India’s growth rate continues to
remain one of the fastest-grow-
ing globally, said NR Narayana
Murthy, founder, Infosys.

“Our GDP (gross domestic
product) growth rate has been
one of the highestin the world for
the past several years despite a
hiccup during the last quarter.
Our foreign exchange reserves
have been comfortable,” Murthy
said. He was speaking at the
Kilachand Memorial lecture on
“Compassionate Capitalism”.

In the July-September 2024

THIRD QUARTER

quarter, the country’s GDP
growth slumped to a seven-quar-
ter low of 5.4 per cent - at least a
percentage point lower than the
estimates of economists. The
country foreign exchange re-
serves stood at $625.871 billionin
the week ended January 10, pro-
viding cover for about 11 months
of imports.

Noting that the countryisona
promising ride towards better-
ment, Murthy said that there
have been several successful
startups, including some uni-
corns. The scientists and engi-
neers of the country have suc-
cessfully docked space vehiclesin
the space.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Zomato net drops 57%

Mumbai: Zomato has reported a
57.24 per centyear-on-year (YoY)
decline in the profit after tax (PAT)
atRs 59 crore for the third quarter
ended December 2024 as against
Rs 138 crore in the same period a
year ago, primarily due to the on-
going store expansion. It had re-
ported a net profit of Rs 176 crore
in the September quarter.
Zomato’s revenue from opera-
tions rose 64 per cent YoY to Rs
5,405 crore in Q3, up from Rs
3,288 crore a year ago. It had re-
ported arevenue of Rs4,799 crore
in the previous quarter.

Zomato shares fell by 3.14 per

cent to Rs 240.95 on the BSE on
Monday.Itisaimingto getto 2,000
stores by December 2025, one
year ahead of earlier guidance of
Dec2026.“Muted 17 per cent GOV
(gross order value) growthinfood
delivery this quarter driven by
broad-based demand slowdown,”
it said. “The losses in our quick
commerce business this quarter
are largely on account of pulling
forward the growth investments
in the business that we would
have otherwise made in a stag-
gered manner over the next few
quarters,” said Deepinder Goyal,
Founder & CEO, Zomato. ENS

Embassy in Washington accused
the US of using unfair state power
to suppress TikTok. “China will
take all necessary measures to
resolutely safeguard its legitimate
rights and interests,” a spokesper-
son said.

In the days running up to his
inauguration, Trump has, how-
ever, struck a discernibly concilia-
tory tone on bilateral relations
with China and indicated that he
wants to have more direct contact
with Chinese leaders.
Significantly, Beijing is sending its
Vice-President, Han Zheng, to
Trump’sinauguration on Monday
— the first time a senior Chinese
leader will witness aUS president
taking oath. Foreign leaders tradi-
tionally do not attend US presi-
dential inaugurations. TikTok CEO
ShouZi Chew also plans toattend
the inauguration, Reuters said,
quoting a source.

After Trump’s August 2020
executive order, a deal structured
as a partnership that would have
included both Oracle and
Wialmart taking stakes in TikTok
was formulated, but it subse-
quently fell through. This time
around, media reports say Beijing
has held talks about selling
TikTok’s US operations to Trump
ally Elon Musk, though the com-
pany has denied that. Search en-
gine startup Perplexity Al submit-
ted a bid on Saturday to
ByteDance for Perplexity to
merge with TikTok US, Reuters
said, quoting a source.

Privately held ByteDance is
about 60 per cent owned by insti-
tutional investors that include
General Atlantic and BlackRock,
while its founders and employ-
ees own 20 per cent each.

Top firms to
invest 3,510 cr
under PLI for

white goods

New Delhi: Voltas, Blue Star,
Hindalco, Uno Minda, and LG are
among 24 companies that have
been selected in the third round
of applications for the produc-
tion-linked incentive (PLI)
scheme for white goods that cov-
ers components of air condition-
ersand LED lights.

Together these companies
have committed aninvestment of
Rs 3,516 crore. After the third
round, a total of 84 companies
have been selected for PLI for
white goods. They have commit-
ted investment of Rs 10,478 crore
thatwill result in the production of
Rs 1.72 lakh crore worth of goods
during the duration of the
scheme, a statement said. In the
third round that opened for appli-
cations on July 15 and closed on
October 12, thirty-eight applica-
tions were received. Twenty-one
applications came frommanufac-
turers of AC components and 17
applications from the makers of
LED components. “After review-
ing these applications, the govern-
menthas provisionally selected 18
new companies. These companies
include 10 manufacturers of com-
ponents of air conditioners and
eight manufacturers of LED lights,
with committed investment of Rs
2,299 crore. In addition, six exist-
ing PLI beneficiaries have been
provisionally selected to upgrade
to higher investment categories,
committing an additional invest-
mentof Rs 1,217 crore,” according
to the statement. FE
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Government of Rajasthan
Office of the Chairman, NEET PG Admission/Counseling
Board-2024 SMS Medical College, Jaipur, Rajasthan
Phone: 0141-2619020

https://medicaleducation.rajasthan.gov.in/me/#/home/dptHome | www.rajpgneet2024.org

No. State PG Counseling Board/2025/ Dated: 17-01-2025
NOTIFICATION
State Medical PG Seats (M.D / M..S) / Post MBBS DNB / Post MBBS Diploma Allotments-2024 (Round 3)

In continuation to earlier notification and MCC Notice No. U-12021/05/2024-MEC Dated 04-01-2025,
informing about decision taken by MoHFW in consultation with NMC reducing the percentile for NEET PG
2024, the Registration and choice filling process for State PG Counseling Round-3 will commence out from
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SRR s e @ e-Tender Notice

Tender No : Re T No.166/2024-25/SE/Q

JIM- CWSS to Kunnathoor-Clear Water Transmission Main,Clear water Pumping
main from Sump at Edackadu Market to Devagiri OHSR, Supply erection and
Commissioning CF Pump set in Poruvazhy-Revised EMD : Rs. 500000
Tender fee : Rs. 16540+2978 Last Date for submitting Tender : 10-02-2025
02:00:pm Phone : 0474 2745293 Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in,

.etenders.kerala.gov.in . . .
www govdt Superintending Engineer

KWA-JB-GL-6-1060-2024-25 PH Circle Kollam

visit the website for all details and further updates.
DIPR/C/851/2025

18-01-2025 as per the detailed schedule available at www.rajpgneet2024.org. The candidates are advised to

OFFICE OF THE PROJECT MANAGER
UNIT-45, CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN
SERVICES
U.P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN)
SK-122, First Floor, Sector-116
Moida (Gautambuddhanagar)-201301
E-mail: pmunit45@yahoo.n
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (e-Procurement Systems)
Mo, G-SEFila-2T6844Tender Dated : 17.01.2025

RNIT Mo G-SEFde-2T6844 Tender

Mame of Tendsar for "Provision for Segregation of 110 DG +VE & VE cables
‘Wark, and al all levels @nd provision of cage clamp Terminalks with Glass

5 bocatlon Fuses (or enfanced fing safely in 40 LHB EQG AC Chalr S

Coaches and Executive AC chalr coaches as per scope of work®

Appros, Cost
af winek

Rz 6F3257 60/M-ncluding GET (Rs. Six Lakh Seventy Thres
Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Seven Rupess And Pale Sixly onby)

Eamest Money | Rs. +3500/-

Completicn pariod of work 18 months of date of executlon af wosk

Cast of Tendes document on cashitsy past | NIL

Date and Time for submission of tender | Upta 12:30 hes on 08/02/2025 Opening
and cpening of tender of Temder a1 1230 hrs,

punjab na

I|||r—1l !

guarantor (s).

-.the name you

CIRCLE SASTRA CENTRE, CIRCLE SASTRA, SCO-170, SECTOR 13-17,
PANIPAT, HARYANA Ph.: 0180-2620334,Email: cs8293@pnb.co.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIE

E-aculion Sale Motice for Sale of Immovable assels under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interast {Enfarcement Rules, 2002).

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower {s) and Guarantor (s} that the below described
immovable property mortgaged /charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive / physical / symbolic possession of which has been
taken by the Authorized Officer of the Bank / (Secured Creditor will be sold on "As is Where is ", As s What is, and "Whatever There is”
on the date mentioned in the table here in below for recovery of its due to the Bank / Secured Creditor from the respective borrower(s) &
The reserve price and the earnest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective

tional bank

Above lender avallable on IREPS sie

L, woan ireps.gov.in
212125

Website particulars notice board location
complete details of tender can ke seen

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

E-AUCTION

nBANKupon | NOTICE

properties.
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
Mame of Branch Description of the A) Date of Demand Notie u's 13(2) if Sarfesi Act 2002 | A. Reserve Price Date,/ | Detail of the
Name of Account Immovable Properties b} Dutstanding Amount as on B. EMD Time of !ﬁ:ﬁﬂzt
Mame & Addresses of | (mortgaged / Owner's Name ¢) Posession Date u/s 13(4) of SARFESI ACT 2002 E;'gllfnii"m“' E-Auction| 0t red
the Borrower / (mortgagors of property(ies) d) Mature of Possession Symbolic / Physical / Creditors.
Guarantors Account ConstruC the
1, | PNB Branch |Residential House measuring |a)06.12.2022 a)Rs 15,94 000/~ | 12022025 |Not know
Office : Gurudwara | 100 Sg. Yards being 1/126 |b) Rs. 15,64,397.00/- (Rupees Fifteen | b) Rs. 1,59.400/- |from to Bank
Road, Sonepat share of area measuring 12 |Lakh Sixty Four Thousand Three | c) Rs. 10,000/ 11-00 1o 4:00 P.M
(1) Smt. Aarti Wio Bighe 12 Biswe comprszing in |Hundred MNinety Seven only) as on wrt.h unlim-i1&d o
S Khewat no. 437, 438, 439, (31.10.2022 with further interest and ;
Sh. Bijender R/o H. Khatta Mo. S82, 583, 584 |other expenses minus recovery if DHE'}E'{_:'HS -
No. 1831725, khasraNo229=4-12, 228=3-7, anyuntil payment in full (hereinafter o
Mayapurl, Sonepat|231= 4.13 situated at|referredtoas“secureddebt”)
131001 (2) Sh.|RakbaKalupur under abadi|C)19.04.2023
Bijender Slo Sh. | WestRam Magar, underMC D) Symbolic
Ram Bhajan Rlo H. | Limit Sonepat, Distt Sonepat as per Jamabandi year of 2013-14 in the name of Smt. Aarti W/o Sh. Bijender Kumar vide sale

Gohana Raoad,
Panipat 132103 (2)
Sh. Amit Kumar Slo

No. 1831/25, deedMo. 13229 dated 26.02.2019. The Property Is Bounded as: Morth: - Property of Digar, South: - Property of Raltan Singh
Mayapuri, Sonepat East - School, West: - Rasta
2. | PNB Branch|Residential House on plot|a)06.05.2021 a) Rs 15,06,000/- 12022025 Mot know
Office : Assandh|measuring 30 Sq. Yards|b) Rs 153246220 (Rupees fifteen lakhs| b) Rs. 1,50800/- | fom to Bank
Road, Panipat 12/3940 part of total land 9| thirty two mnus:ands four hundred sixty two| ¢ Rs. 10,000/- 11:00 to 400 P.M
(1) Smt. Guddi Devi Bigha 17 Blswa comprising in| and twenty paisa only) as on 31.03.2021 Ll SR
Wio Sh. Karam|Khasma no 143/1/1/202(2-17), with further mtere?.t from 01.04 2021 and etk 0
Singh Rio House 143/1/1/2/2(3-14), 143/1/2(1-| OIher expenses Minus recovery if anyuntil it
No. 401.222 Newl| 1) 144/1/1/2(2-5) situated at Pcﬂ?[?:jﬂg: 'gég_];
Sanjay Colony,|Vaka Gaddiwada Abadi New DJ ot

¥ L Sanjay Colony, Panipat within 1 Symbaolic

M.C. Limits Panipat vide Title Dead Mo. 2513 dated 20.06.2011 owned by Smt. Guddi Davi W/o Karam Singh Bounded as
under: North: Plotof Karm Singh, South:  Plot of Karm Singh, East:

Rasta, Waest: Property of Other Owner

Karam Eingh Rlo House No. 481-222, Mew Sanjay Colony, Gohana Road Panipat 132103

3.| PNB Branch:
Khadi Ashram,
Panipat (408800)

(1) Mis Pooja Texo

Prop. Sh.Pankaj

Equitable Mortgage of House No
24 Ward na 3 measuring 120 sq
wds situated at Ward Na. 3,
Panipat vide Gift Deed no TOG1 dt
i 15-12-2011 and transfer deed no
Fab (Through s} 5517 4y07.10.2014 in name of Sh.
Devender Kumar Sfo Sh. Dharam
Khurana Sfo Sh. Har| parkash Bounded as under: East

a)07.06.2022

pavmeant in full

b} RBs. 18,96,700.30/- (Rupees Eighteen
Lakh Minaty Six Thousand Saven Hundred
and Thirly paisa only)as on 068-06-2022with
further interast from 01.06.2022 and other
gxpenses minus recovery If any until

12022025
from

a) Fis 15,39,000/- Mot know
b) Rs. 1.53,900/- to Bank
R=_ 10.000/-

¢)Rs 14:00 to 4:00 PM,
with unlimited
extensions of 10

mimiules

Bhagwan) Addressi_ House of Ral Kumar-44-0" g] D;'DTEEFES
H. No. 1/7, SD|West-Houseof RakeshKumara | B) Symhbolic
College Road,

Shama-MNorth to Souih 17 than towards west 12°-107 then towards south 25'-7", Morth—Gali-15'-8", South —House of Sharma Ji 3 -3

Panipat-132103 (2) Sh.Pankaj Khurana S/o Sh. Har Bhagwan Rfo H. No. 1/7, 5D College Road, Panipat-132103 (3) Sh. Devender Kumar S/o Sh
DOrharam Prakash (Guarantor) Rio H.no. 28/03, Mahajan Gall, Near Kila, Panipat-132103

(Through Prop.

Dadala Tehsil

4. | PNB Branch|Land cum building at land |a)05.03.2022 a) Rs. 34,65,000/- |1202:2025| Not know|
Office : Mew Sabzi | measuring 1 Kanal 6 marle in |b) Rs. 19,99 272 44/{Rupees Ninsteen b) Rs. 346,500/~ |from to Bank
Mandi, Panipat Khewat no.555. kahsra no |Lakh Minety Mine Thousand Two Hundred c) Rs. 10,000/

(1) M/s Rohit Entp. | 25//24/1(1-6), salam mauza Seventy Two and Forty Four paisa only) as 11:00 to 4:00 PM

Bapall Disit,

on &1.07.2022 with further interest w.ef

with unlimited

Rohit Rawal)|Panipat vide zamabandi year |01.07.2022 and other expenses minus extensions of 10
Address: On Indo | 2014-15 in name of Rohit Rawal | recovery ifany until payment in full minutes

Farm Road, near| S/o Suresh Rawal Sio Sahiram C) EQ'UB'EUEE

Risalu Road,| yidesaledeedno96dated D) Symbiic

Panipat-132103(2) | 15.05.2020. Bounded as under: East— Road, West—Nala, North— Johad/Taalab, South — Road

Sh. Rohit Rawal S5/o Suresh Rawal Rfo H. No. 321, Bapali, Dhadola, Panipat-132103

5.  PNB Branch | Froperty Residential House on | a)30.12.2021 a) Rs:14,22,000/- 1202 2045 | Not Know
Office : Assandh plmimeasurlng_ 63 s yds 5'33 b) Rs. 12,97.93282 (Rupees Twelve by Rs. 1,42,200/- frm to Bank
Road, Panipat foot*14 foot, via gali 4 foot"27 | |akhe Minety Sewven thousands Nine| ©) Rs. 10,000/ 14400 10:4:00 B,
(1) Rattan Singh r‘f'?t_'?}mm?;ﬂ;f?;] ?2'4'}3’11:1:';':‘;1;"2 hundred Thirty twa and Eighty Two paisa it LFliAiteg
through his legal 243;‘1.5.’;*(1-1] ; 1'4:”““;:[ {E-’i}' only) as on 30.12.2021 with further extensions of 10
heirs- Smti. Saroj P Ga-ddilﬁ.-.rada Abadi Hé\m{ interest and other expenses minus beinea

Wie Late Sh. Rattan Sanjay Colory, Within the limits recovery if any until payment in full

Singh H. No. 489-| ¢00 © paninat As pertitle deed Cpat 00 s

221, GaliNo. 1, New | 1, 10487 dated 20.03.2015 | ) Symbolic

Sanjay Colony, 3 o -

GohanyRosd. owned by Sh. Rattan Singh S/o Sh, Shri Ram

Panipat(2) Sh. Anil Kumar S/o Late Sh. Rattan Singh, H. No. 489-221, Gali No. 1, New Sanjay Colony, Gohana Road, Panipat (3) Ms Pinki Dio
Late Sh. Rattan Singh, H. No. 489-221, Gali no.1, New Sanjay Colony, Gohana Road, Panipat

TERMS AND CONDITIONS :

The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and tothe

fallowing further conditions:

on 12.02.2025 @ 11.00 AM

No. 8930595759

1. The properties are being sold on *AS ISWHERE IS BASIS™ and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS"

2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule hereinabove have been stated to the best of the information of the
Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation.

3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Website https://baanknet.com for

4. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer hitps:/ibaanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.
5. Interested bidders may inspect the IP's from 04.02.2025 t0 07.02.2025 in consultation with the dealing officer Sh. Vishal Yadav, M.

Place: Panipat + Date 20.01.2025

Authorised Officer, Punjab National Bank {(Secured Creditor)

STATUTORY 15/30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UDNER RULE 8(6) OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, RNT MEDICAL COLLEGE &
CONTROLLER ASSOCIATED GROUP OF HOSPITALS,
UDAIPUR (RAJ.)

No. RNT/Pur-1/F.16/(e-Tendering Proc)/2024-25/726 Dated:-07.01.2025
Notice Inviting Bid No.15/2024-25(e-Tender)

Bids for Medical Equipments is invited from interested bidders upto
Date: 31.01.2025 Time: 10.30 AM. Other particulars of the bid may be
visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.
UBN-MCU2425GLOB00128

DIPR/C/498/2025

Sd/-
PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)

(RAILWAY BOARD)
N Dalhi, Dated: 16.01.2025
CORRIGENDUM No. 1
Sub : E-open Global Tender Mo: 2024-TM-1A closing on 24.01.2025 for Design,
Manufacture, Supply, Testing & Commissioning of 23 nos. of '"Multi Purpose
Tamper (MPT)" along with Training of Indian Railway personnel and 3 years post
warranty AMC.
1. Thaz duge date of closing of the subject tendar bas been changed from 24,071 2025
(Frday} 1o 17.03.2025 (Monday).

By Allother termsand conditions of the tender shall remain the same.
: .ﬂ' Director, Railway Stores (F)

NORE 21712025 {Rallway Board)

Ha. 2024/RS{E)TMM

INDIAN RAILWAYS

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Pradeep S/o Shri Muni Ram Rfo H. No. 884,
Ward MNo. 01, Devi Nagar, Gohana, District Sonipat,
Haryana has committed (or is suspecied to have
committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 117/2020 U/s
406/420/120-B IPC P.S. Economic Offence Wing and it
has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued
that the said accused Pradeep cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Pradeep has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant). Proclamation
is hereby made that Pradeep in Case FIR No. 117/2020
U/s 406/420/120-B IPC P.S. Economic Offence Wing is
required to appear before this courl to answer the said
complaint on or before 05.03.2025.

By order

shri Deepak Kumar-1
Chief Judicial Magistrate
East District, Court No. 29
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DPITI0/EOWI2025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Short RFP Notice

No. Agri/Engg/7127/RIDF-XXX/Emp_Solar_STW/2024-25/01,
The Director of Agriculture, Assam invites proposal through e-
Procurement  Portal:  https://assamtenders.gov.in  for
‘Empanelment of manufacturers for Supply of Solar-PV
Pump-set and installation of STW on Turn-key basis in
Assam’. The online submission of proposals through
e-Procurement Portal: https://assamtenders.gov.in will open
from 10:00AM on 06/02/2025 and will close at 1:00 PM on
10/02/2025. The authority will not be liable for any delay in
submission of bid and system errors (if any).

Sd/-
Director of Agriculture, Assam, Khanapara
Janasanyog/CF/3357/24/21-Jan-25

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Shivam S/o Sona @ Sohan Lal R/o Jhuggi No. 3375, JJ
Colony, Bawana, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 862/2021 U/s
356/379/511/34 IPC, P.S. Bawana, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Shivam cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said Shivam has absconded (or is

concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shivam
of case FIR No. 862/2021 U/s 356/379/511/34 IPC, P.S.
Bawana, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

answer the said complaint on or before 25.03.2025.

By Order
Sh. Sarthak Panwar
Judicial Magistrate First Class-05
Room No. 114, First Floor
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/E30ONI2025(Court Matter)

H-15-1, Venkateswara Nagar, Beslde Yalamanchill Complex, Sonovision
Building, Ring Road, Vijayawada, NTR Dist. Andhra Pradesh-520008.
Email: amaravati-adci@adcl.in, codme.amaravatimgmail.com, Website: https:iladclin
CIN Number: US3000AP20155GC105535

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

NIT No. 401/ADCLIPDIZ02S, Dated: 20.01.2025
RFP for Engagemant of Project Management Consultant (PMC) for WORLD BANK and ADB
financad Amaravall Capelal Gity Devalopment Program relaled fo “Construction of Roads, Storm
Water Drains, Waler Supply Network, Sawaraga Mabwark, Utility Ducls for Power & ICT, Reuse
Waterling, Pedasiran Tracks, Cycia Track Avenua Flantabion & Sirest Fumilure in E3 {Phase 1),
EEG, E3, ESand B4 Ropds inAmaravati, Andhra Pradesh including DLP of 2 Years

NIT No. 402/ADCLMNPD2025, Dated: 20.01.2025

RFP for Engagamanl of Praject Managamant Consulkant (PMC) for WORLD BANE and ADB
financed Amaravali Capds! City Developmient Program related fo "Construckion of Roads, Slorm
Water Drains, Waler Supphy Netwark, Sewerage Nebwork, Uity Ducks for Power & ICT, Reuse
Waterline, Pedestrian Tracks, Cyole Track, Avenue Plantation & Street Fumiture in NS [LHilties
arty), M9, N11, M12 M5 and M18 Boads indmaraval, Andhra Pradesh ncluding DLP of 2Years,

NIT No. 403/ADCLNIPD/2025, Dated: 20.01.2025

RFP for Engagamant of Project Managemen! Consultant (PMC) for WORLD BANK and ADEB
financed Amaraval Capilal City Development Program réfated o “Congtruction of Balance ficad

miigabion works of {i] widening and despeneng of Kondaveel Vagu, Pala Vage and Construchan
of Gravity Canal (Lenglh; 48,3 Km) (i) Construction of Mesnukonda Reservoir (T4 TR,
Krishnayapalem Resersair (0,1 TMC) and Sakhamon Reservoir {003 TMC] in Arraravat
Capital Gy, Andhiea Pradesh including DLP of 2 Years.

& AMARAVATI DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED [ADCL)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

oee Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Dinesh Gupta, Slo : Sh. Pitamber Shah, Rlo : H. No. L-322/2,
Lakshman Pur, Nabi Karim, Paharganj, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 00393/2022 U/S
379411 IPC, P.5.: Kamla Market, Delhi and #t has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Dinesh
Gupta cannol be found and whereas il has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Dinesh Gupta has absconded (or is
concealing himself fo avoid the service of the said warran),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Dinesh Gupta
accused of Case FIR No. 00393/2022 WS 379/411 IPC, P.5.:
Kamla Market, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 01.03.2025.

By Order

Ms. Sayesha Chadha

DP/417ICDI2025 Judicial Magistrate, First Class-08 (Central)
(Court Matter) Room No. 272, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

The RFP can be downloaded on AP e-procurement porial from 21.01.2025 10 12.02. 2025 up to
15.30 Hrs. Dus dale for subrmigzion of Bid is 12.02.2025 up to 16.00 Hrs, Technical Bid opening
15 on 12,02 2025 @16.30 Hrs. For further detaiis paase refer fo www.apeprocuremant.gov.in

andwww.adclin Sdi- Chairperson & Managing Director, ADCL, Vijayawada

E-AUCTION PROGRAMME FOR SALE OF

RAILWAY SCRAP MATERIAL

E-Auction programme for sale of Railway Scrap matenal under
jurtsdiction of Dy CMM/NF R/New Jalpaiguri for the month of JANUARY®

& FEBRUARY' 2025 unil wise, is hereby fixed as under
For GSD-New Jalpaiguri
SN Month

1 JANUARY" 2025

2 | FEBRUARY" 2025

Date Fixed
28-01-2025

07-02-25, 14- 02- 15 21-02-25 & 28-02- 25

For Alipur ivisi
SN Month Date Fixed
1 JANUARY' 2025 28-01-2025 !
"2 | FEBRUARY' 2025 |07-02-25, 14-02-25, 21-02-25 & 28-02-25|
ihar Divisi ‘
SN Month Date Fixed
1| JANUARY' 2025 28-01-2025

2 FEERUF’-H‘T’ 2025 ﬂ'T-DE-i!- 14-02- 25 21.02-25 & 28-02-25
Interesiad biddars may parficipats in E-auction through IREPS websita
WWW.Ire ov.in

Dy. Chief Material Manager/ New Jalpaiguri

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

servng Cusfomers with 8 smile

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Ravi @ Manish, Sfo: Ram Sagar, Rle: Harnsh
Choudhary Ka Makan Near Muskan Hospital 4th Pusta New
Usmanpur, Delhi has committed {or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 21/2022, U/s: 356/379/411
IPC, P.5.: Karol Bagh, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
person(s) Ravi @ Manish, cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused person(s)
Ravi @ Manish, has absconded (or is concealing himseif to
avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby
made that the said accused person(s) Ravi @ Manish, of FIR
No. 21/2022, U/s: 356/379/411 IPC, P.5.: Karol Bagh, Delhiis
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 24.02.2025. By Order
Shipra Dhankar
LD Metropolitan Magistrate-01
Room No. 180
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/6668/CDI2025
(Court Matter)

AXIS FINANCE LIMITED

Axis House, C-2, Wadia International Centre, Pandurang Budhkar
Marg, Worli, Mumbai - 400 025

BY SPEED POST/ EMAIL

A

AELT FINANTL

Notice under Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Date: 13/01/2025
1. M/S YASH METALS (Borrower)
5434 5503 5505, Plot No. 15, Basti Harpool Singh,
Delhi — 110006
Mobile: 9606030410; 8860539729
Email: yashmetals@gmail.com
2.Mr. YASH GARG (Co-Borrower I)
Plot No. G-2 (Plot No. 2, Block- G), Second Floor, Preet Nagar,
CHBS Ltd. Colony, Preet Vihar, Delhi — 110092
Mobile: 9606030410; 8860539729
Email: yashmetals@gmail.com
3. Mrs. RAJNI GARG (Co-Borrower Il)
Plot No. G-2 (Plot No. 2, Block- G), Second Floor, Preet Nagar,
CHBS Ltd. Colony, Preet Vihar, Delhi — 110092
Mobile: 9606030410; 8860539729
Email: yashmetals@gmail.com
REF: Loan Account Nos. 0456MMA00001821
SUB: Notice of 30 days in terms of Rule 8(6) of Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 For Sale of the immovable property being:

“Plot No. G-2 (Plot No. 2, Block- G), Second Floor, Preet Nagar, CHBS Ltd. Colony, Preet
Vihar, Delhi- 110092 admeasuring 355 sq. yards.”
(hereinafter referred to as “immovable property/ Secured Asset”).

Sirs,

1. This notice is issued to you Nos. 1 to 2 (hereinafter collectively referred to as “You”), the above-
named addressees in terms of Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 and
Section 13(8) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI ACT, 2002).

2. That after availing the aforesaid loan from Axis Finance Ltd (AFL/Secured Creditor), You had
committed default in repayment of the loan amount and in view of the continuous default of
more than the time period stipulated under the relevant applicable guidelines/circulars for asset
classification issued by Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the above referred loan account of the
Borrower was classified as Non-Performing Asset (NPA) on 04.03.2024 in accordance with
the concerned guidelines issued by Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

3. That thereafter, a demand notice dated 02.04.2024 u/s 13(2) of the Securitization and Recon-
struction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI Act)
was duly served upon You but You failed to make the payment of demanded amount i.e. INR.
2,19,92,170/- (Rupees Two Crore Nineteen Lakhs Ninety Two Thousand One Hundred and Sev-
enty Only) by way of Outstanding Principal, arrears (including accrued late charges) and interest
till 05.03.2024 within 60 days of the said notice and as such the secured creditor has taken
Physical Possession of the Secured Asset in compliance of the provisions of the SARFAESI Act,
2002 and rules framed thereunder on 21.09.2024.

4. That, the Secured Creditor has decided that the Secured Asset may be put to sale in accordance
with Rule 8(5) by issuing a public notice in newspaper on expiry of 30 days from the date hereof.

5. That this notice of 30 days, at pre-sale stage, is being given to You the addressees in compliance
of Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 and you are hereby informed and
notified that the aforesaid Secured Asset shall be put to sale, by holding public auction through
e-auction mode on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” after 30 clear
days from publication of the public notice in the newspaper.

6. That the attention of You the abovenamed addressees is invited to provisions of sub-section
(8) of Section 13 (as amended w.e.f. 01.09.2016) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 in respect of time
available, to redeem the Secured Asset. In case You are desirous of exercising your rights under
Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002, You are hereby called upon to pay a sum of INR.
2,45,77,432/- (Rupees Two Crore Forty Five Lakhs Seventy Seven Thousand Four Hun-
dred and Thirty Two Only) by way of Outstanding Principal, arrears (including accrued
late charges) and interest till 05.01.2025 with all costs, charges and expenses incurred by it
prior to the date of publication of public notice for transfer of the Secured Asset by any one mode
as contemplated under the Act. You may note the date for publication of public notice will be 30
days after which your right of redemption of the Secured Asset would stand terminated immedi-
ately upon publication of the sale notice under Rule 9(1) of the said Rules.

For Axis Finance Ltd.

Authorized Officer

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me fthat accused
Rajeev, S/o: Sh. Gokul, Rio: Premises to the Left Hand Side of A-202,
Pocket-4, Near Pole No, VKPD 372, Bindapur, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi- 110071 has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in Court Case No. 1232/2019, U/s 135 of Indian Electricity
ACT, P.5.: Bindapur, Delhi and it has been returmed to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Rajeev cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Rajeev has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant].

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rajeev accused of Court
Case No. 1232/2019, Uls 135 of Indian Electricity ACT, P.5.:
Bindapur, Delhi is reguired to appear before this Court to answer the
said complainton or before 28.02.2025. By Order

Sh. Vinod Kumar Meena
DP/16332DW2024 Addl. District and Sessions Judge (South-West)
(Court Matter) Room No. 609, Dwarka Court, New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Angrej S/o Shri Jai Karan R/o H. No. 90, VPO-
Nangal Khurd, near Harijan Chopal, Sonipat, Haryana
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in CT No. 510/2020 U/s 138 NI ACT,PS KNK
Marg, Delhi and it has been returned to warrant of arrest
there upon issued that the said accused Angrej cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Angrej has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of said
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that Angrej in CT
No. 510/2020 U/s 138 NI ACT, PS KNK Marg, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 26.05.2025.

By order
Ms Ruby Neeraj Kumar
Chief Judicial Magistrate
North, Court No. 115, 1st Floor

DPI/TT8/RD/2025

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Rohini Courts, Delhi
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the amaunt due,

FORM NO.14

[See Regulation 33(2]]
By Regst A/D, Dasti falling which by Publication

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER- 1

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL PATNA

2nd Floor, (A, B & F Wing) Karpun Thakur Sadan, Kendriya Karamchar
Parisar (GPOA], Ashiana Digha Road, Patna-300025.

NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY OF
DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1893 AND RULE 2 OF
SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1981.

{CD 1) MIS. R.P. Developers and Others through its Partners, Registered Office
Urmila Sadan. Indra Colony, Alalpatti. Darbhanga BIHAR-846003

(CD2) REENA DEVYI Partner of Mis R.P. Developers Wife of Shr Kapdeshwar
Mandal, Resident of 2t Indira Colony. Alalpatt. Darbhanga-846003

(CD 3) RAVINDRA KUMAR, Partner of M/s R.P. Developers Son of Shel Gopal
Mandal Resident of at- Bela Shankar, PO- Latbagh, Darbhnga-846004

This is ta nolify that as per the Recovery Certificate 1ssued in pursuance of orders
passed by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL PATNA in
OA/531/2022 an amount of Rs 5005254.34 (Rupees Fifty Lakhs Five Thousand
Two Hundred Fifty Four And Paise Thirty Four Only) along with pendentellite
and future interest @ 10.25 % Compound Interest Monthly woef. 23,09.2022 il
realization and costs of Rs, 35000 (Rupees Thiy Frve Thousands Only | has
become due agamst you [Jointly and saverally/ Fully/Limited).
2. Youare heraby directad to pay the above sumwithin 15 days of the receipts of the
notice, fading which the recovery shall be made in accordance with the Recovery of
Dabts Dueio Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993 and Rules thera undear,

3. You are hereby ordered to declare on an affidavit the particulars of yours assats
an or bafpre the next dateof hearing.
4, You are hereby ordered o appear before the undersigned on 28.02.2025 at
10:30 &a.m. for further proceadings

5. In addition the sum aforasaid, vou will also be lable o pay:
{a] Such interests as is payable for the period commencing immeadiately afier thes
notice of the certificale | execubon proceedings.
{b) All cosls, charges and expensas incurrad in respact of the service of this notice
and warrants and other processes and all ather proceedings taken for recovering

Given under my hand and the seal of the Tnbunal, on this date: 10.01.2025

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Advertisement for
filling up post of Chairperson, National Biodiversity Authority
Advertisement No.J-22018/12/2003-CSC(BC)Vol.I11

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is to fill up the post of Chairperson of the
National Biodiversity Authority (Rashtriya Jaiv Vividhata Pradhikaran). The Authority was set up on
October 1, 2003 through Gazette Notification No. 906 in exercise of the powers conferred by the sub-
section (1) and (4) of Section 8 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 (18 of 2003). The Authority is a
body corporate and its head office is at Chennai.

As per Rule 3(2) of the Biological Diversity Rules, 2024, the appointment of Chairperson shall be made

RCI27i2024 10-01-2025 either on deputation basis including short-term contract or by selection from outside the Government. In
PUNJAB b:‘::;ngL BANK case, the appointment is through deputation from the Government or a short-term contract, the applicant

shall not be below the rank of Additional Secretary to the Government of India.
T WS . . DEVECOFERS AND OTHERS, As per Section 8(4)(a) of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, the Chairperson shall be an eminent person

having adequate knowledge, expertise and experience in the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity and in matters relating to fair and equitable sharing of benefits. As per Section 10 of
the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, the Chairperson shall be Chief Executive of the National Biological
Authority and shall exercise such powers and perform such duties as may be prescribed.
The Chairperson shall hold office for a term of 3 years from the date of publication of appointment and
shall be eligible for the re-appointment, provided that no Chairperson shall hold office as such after he
attains the age of sixty-five years or his term of office expires, whichever is earlier. In case of
appointment of Chairperson, National Biodiversity Authority from the Government on deputation or
short term contract basis, the term of office shall be three years or till the date of superannuation,
whichever is earlier.
As per Rule 5 of the Biological Diversity Rules, 2024, the Chairperson shall be entitled to a pay
equivalent to that of a Secretary to the Government of India. In case a retired person is appointed as
Chairperson, pay shall be fixed in accordance with the extant orders of the Central Government as
applicable to such persons.
The candidates should hold at least a post-graduate degree, and have 30 years of experience in dealing
with issues of science and social sciences, with at least 5 years of experience of working in the Central/
State Government at senior level including heading Government institutions. He must also have
administrative experience and be well versed with current developments related to access and benefit
sharing under various relevant international fora. Experience of working with different stakeholders in
biodiversity, experience in participation in international negotiations, and an undertaking of legal issues
shall be desirable.
The Government may on its own discretion relax one or more of the aforesaid requirements in case of
applicant of outstanding ability.
Applications should be submitted online on the Ministry's website www.moef.gov.in on or before
28.02.2025 (midnight).
Adviser/Scientist ‘G’
CS-III (Biodiversity) Division
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthool Centre, TC No 2713022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 895001.
CIN : UGS920KL199TPLCO11518, Ph: +91 471 4941400, 2331427

Molica 15 heraby gren for the information of &l concemed thal Gold omaments pkedged wish under mantipnsd banchas of tha compary for e perod uplo
3022024 & MSGL SPL-16. One plus, Gukle Prepaid, Supar value. ADGL and gl alher § manihs terwire Gold bans up 030 052024 and M5GE, SME Suvarma
& ENY ot wip 1o 3T, 12 2029 wiech weshe overdue Tor redemgbon and stsch have nol bedn redeamed sd Tar inspite of repeated nobcas, will ba sucioned an
19.02 2035 bom 10 am anwands.

CHHINDWARA METRICT - CHHINDWARA: 45E00505 408000508, 408800636, 408900667, 4080900680, A0B900EEE, A0RD00F0E, 40007 3T,

AQHSO0TET, AQERDOTSE, ALSRINTAS, AQEAROTAT, A0SR00E]0, AQEG0E], A0EB00E23, 4080826, SEER005A0, ADRDI08A3, 40E000EE3, A08EI0EEE,
ADASOOEED, AQERN0RTY, ADARIDSTZ, AOBADOASS, ADSDODEAT, A0BS00AE], A0SB00E0Z, 40BSN0A0G, 405300534, A0BNICA0E, ATES0000Y . A085I0ANZ,
ADASOONE, A0AMI00Y0, ADARODGZE ADARQDO2E, ACABONOZE, A0AB00034, 408500035, 408000236, 4080005E, DAMOH DISTRICT - DAMOH -
HJABRALIPFUR: ZTETO0MEL, 3TETOOET2, ZTETIOLED, 27ETOOS2Y, 2TETOOS2Z, ZTET00E24, 2TETO0SS0, 2TATONSE 1, 2M87T00570, 2TaT00585, 2TE TODSES,
2TATO0SRE, 2TET0059]. ATATODSEE, 2TETOOS0Y, 2TETO0E10, ITETOO82S, 2TETODE2E, ITETI0ELT, 2767DIEIE, ITATI0E40, 2TETDOEL2. ATETODGET,
2TETI0ETS, ZTETOOETE, 2TETODETD, ZTETOOAET, 2TGT006R2, FTETOORED, ZTET0O0EAG, ITETI0EEA, 2TET00T1E, ITATI07IT, 2TETOOT20, ATaTA0Ta,
ITETO0TAS, 2TETO0TIR, ITRTOO0740, 2TETO0TAS, 27ET00M4T, FTETIOTES, 2TET00TEE, 2TETOOTPE, 2ATETO0TES, 2PET00TET, FPET0T02, F10a7E,
Fridce, Fi0417, F10429. F10435, FR0438, F10440 FIHILES, FU1149, FOSET: MANDLA DISTRICT - MANDLA - MADMYA PRADESH: 255200665,
JGENGTR, RERI0OROA. DESIIDTFOT, MGE200TEY, JERIOITEE, FEAN0TT], 2EAI00TA0, PERH0TE2, 2REI00 AL, JERA0FET, 2500012, AGEX00E22,
JESNEED, PEEJOORED. IGERCEEN, PEEIDIRTE JGENI0NNY, 2EE200501 ) MEEM0AN2, MPSA0AGE, DERARN0E, AEE0000% MHES20EA 1Y IGRX0a12,
FERMIEYE, MER0001T JES N0, FEEQDOGRE, PEAMODCIE, ME2I0G0T, PESI0N0LY PEERIOOED 2EEI0NORD. TERMICEIRL  MGEDOOBAE. TE5 PODGET,
EHZUHEIES, PEEA005T L QIS 265200533, 26500007, 265200588, HEEAN000, 25201 00%. 265201091, HEEAT0TE, PEER0101T, 265205018,
JEHFON0M, 25201026, JELI0N0ET, FEERENED, FELI0I0A, FERR0AG, FESE0I0EE, JEEAIA, QERI0 M, JRhPI05T, 265201054, ARL0T05E,
JEREI0ET, 265201058, 2ESF0I060, ZEERM0EY, IESMI0GE, FEE2M06T, 25201076, FRE20V0TT, 265201 070, 265201082, 265201093, 2e5201052,
PEOFO0E3, 285201096, 2EGZ0I0BT, 25207101, 265201106

Chon will Bb conduciad Bl rappective Banches. Flaasa mola iT he audhon Jdoes mol gel complebad on 106 seme Gy due 1o gny rasong, the same will
bez conducied an 21.02.2025 ot 10.00 am ol CGHHINDWARA: Muthool FinCorp Lkd, Ground Floor, Door Mo, 206, Oppe Bharat Bharatl Vidyalaya, Mamsinghpur
Road, Chindwarn, Madbys Pradesh - A8000002. MANDLA -MADHYA PRADESH- Muthoul FinCerp Lid, Giound Flger, 3006 B Chigle, Padsw Road, Bekirg Jan Tampsl
Padas Warrd, Mandia, Madhya Pradash - 481561, DAMOH - JABALPUR: WMuthaol FinDamg Lig., Ground Floar, M Gapta Locdga Station, Thowk S Ko D8, Sagar Road

Cipposiie Khandole Comgles, Damoh, Madhya Pradesh - a70601, The biddes sns equesiad o prochice Pholo |d cad, Pan Card. The suseasstl bidder should
trarstar hie monay theelgh BTGS, Muthoot FinCaorp Lid.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 2713022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 895001,
CIN : UG5328KL199TPLCOT1518, Ph: #3171 471 4911400, 2331427

Malics is hersby gwen o the nferaation of 8l concermed el Goad omanfenls pledged with under menlioned brarches of the coenpany for e period uio
.03 7024 & MEGL, SPL-16, One plus, (s Prepaad, Super value, ADGL and all ofher 6 manihs lenre Gk foans up to 30062024 and MSGH, SME Suvarna
& ER due up ta 31,12 3024 which wern averdue for redemption and which hawn not been redeemed sa far insnite of repeated nolioes; will ba sucionad an
14, 03 203 o 14 am anwertls

NAREINGPLUR DISTRICT - NARSINGHPUR: ZTADIRSES, dTAMHEMAL, TR, ITHOODGE], 2TR0OISE0, FTRI0AEGY, FTADINGE] ATAMNISHS
ATALONGRE, ITAODNGAL, 2Ta00EI5, ITROOOEEY, 2TE000620, ITADADETS, 2TRI0OEAT, ITADANGHET, 2ZTEIGHRET, ATAMDET2, 2TRIB0ASA, 2TA0O0T1E,
ZTE000T2Z, ZTRO007T 28, 2Ta0007a0, ZTAOGOTE1, 275000732, 27000738, ZTEi00T4Z. 2Ta0a0T4S  Z7El00TG T 2780070, ZFE000TaT, 273000507,
ATARODEY 2, FTEINIE1Y. REWA DISTRICT « REWA; JA5R00010, £ 35800326, 41580013, AR8800391, 425000347 438000350 436600072, 435R0007T,
ARSEO0EEZ 4358003848, 435800400, 435500408, 43500041 2 435500418, AASA00436. 435800440, 435300447, AZSE00440, 43500452, AT5B0MMTT,
LLSHOIM TS 435800451, 435000487 435800804 L35800495 43550450, LASE00504, 4358A0G0T, 4ASH00508, 435800812, 435000511, SA5RO0S52E
ANGRO052E, 435000524, 435A00632. FT17. SAGAR DISTRICT - BINA - SAGAR: 436300600, 438300657, 4368300731, 436300738, 36300766
AXEINNTTZ, 436300860, 43630087E, ASES00AEL, 436300805 AZEE00R0T, AJEA00M0E_ 4363030900, 4 IE30004 1, 436300964, 436301041, 435301050,
AAEIN08S SAEIOI06E, LAG201000, LGI01104, S3E301909, 430300112, 438501172, 436307178, SRE2011 5T, A36R118Y. 425301217, 405201218,
AFFI0T210, IEIN1225, 436301 226, 36501237, 436301 2GE. 435301281, 436301303, 438301330, 436301 338, 436301347, 436301362, 436301 396,
S35301427, 4IEI01438, 435307442, 4AREA01 443 43630445, 435301477 4363145, 4363004493, 43301502, 435301538, SAGAR-MADHYA

Recovery Officer

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, PATNA CBC-13101/11/0020/2425

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj New Delhi-110003

PRADEZSH: 265100507, HA6100554, 2E5100601, 266100806, AE5100619, H66100842, 2EST100G683, 2651006888, 2E5T10070E, 265100723, 2ES1007I5,
2ESI00TEE. 265100758, 2E5T007E0. 25 10076S, 2ESTO0VTE. 265100761, 2ZE5100TaE. 265100601, 2551 0OB2S, 265100626, 2651 0082E, 265100830,

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Regional Office: B-Block, Mauryalok Complex, Patna-800 001

@ Hogor d'a 3T 3
. POSSESSION NOTICE
Central Bank of India [under rule-8 (1) of security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002]

Notice is hereby given under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of (Security) Interest Act. 2002
(54 of 2002), and in exercise of the power conferred under sub-section (12) of section 13 read with rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules 2002 The Authorized Officer issued a Demand Notice on the dates noted against account as mentioned herein
after, calling them to repay the amount within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. The borrower/guarantor having
failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the under noted borrower/guarantor and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Sec. (4) of
Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) said Rules on the date mentioned against account. The
borrower/guarantor in particular and the publicin general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
property will be subject to the charge of the Central Bank of India for the amount and interest thereon mentioned against account
herein below. The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section (13) of the Act, in respect of time available
to redeem the secured assets.

Name|  Name of the Name of the owner & Description Date of Dateof  |Amount Amount
of the Accounts of the property mortgaged Demand |Symbolic |outstanding outstanding
Branch Borrowers/ Notice Possession |as on date as on date of
Guarantar Notice of Demand Possession
Affixed Notice Notice
Borrowers Land & Building in the name of: Mrs. Rinku |11.11.2024|18,01.2025 Rs. 38,06,952/- |Rs. 38,06,952/-
€ |Puja Kumari D/o|Devi W/o Rajesh Prasad, Deed No. 6257, (Rupees Thirty | (Rupees Thirty
2 |Rajesh Prasad & |KhataNo-35,S. Plot No- 269, Area- 4 Decimal, E;;!:t:aﬂ:: fi?ﬁe E:_F:;E'-aﬂlf: rﬁ:’;E
:3 Puja Kumari Prop.-- | Location- Thana No- 292, Halka No- B, Tauzi ¥ ":'j od Fi Hundred Fift
S |Pari Palace and|No- Bihar Sarkar, Mauza- Hanumangarh, P5- unpten DL haroil
o L : LR, srnangarsy, Two Only) + Two Only) +
g |Grarantors Chandi, Dist- Nalanda, 5ub Registry Office- Applicable Applicable
ﬂ Rinku Devi W/o |Hilsa, Boundary: North- Sunaina Devi, South- interest & interest &
Rajesh Prasad Khata, East- Ramashish Prasad, West-Raod Other Expenses| Other Expenses
Place: Patna Authorized Officer

Date: 18.01.2025

t3Na aigiEle A

CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA

Circle SASTRA Centre, G.M. Road, Darbhanga |
PIN Code- 846004, Email - csB217@pnb.co.dn |
= SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF
. HTTH T U ! IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Motice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 9 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
Matice is heraby given [o the public in general and n parficutar 1o the Borower (s} and Guaranior (s} that the below described immovabée property morgagedchargad to the Secured Cradilar, tha |
constructiealphysicall symboalic possession of whech has been aken by the Authonzad Céficar of the Barks Securad Cradibor, will ba sold on “As & where is7, A5 18 whalis™ and “Whatever there i3
on the date as mentioned in the table henein befaw, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Credsor from the respective bormower (5] 8nd guarantor [3), The reserve price and the eamesl |
marey deposit will be as mentonedin the table befow against the respaciive properties,
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

LO‘I punjab national ban

the name you can BANK upon |

g (A) Name of the Branch Description of the Immovable Properties (A) Date of Demand Notice /s  |(A) Reserve Price
HEL (B) Name of the Account 13 (2) of SARFAES] Act 2002 (B) EMD
(C) Name & addresses {B) OIS Amount as on date C) Bid Increase Amount

of the Borroweri of 13 (2) Notice
Guarantors /Account (C) Possession Date uls 13(4)
of SARFAESI Act 2002
(D) Nature of Possession
symbolic/Physicall Constructive
{A) Tower Chowk, Darbhanga (010800) Land and buikding contsingd in Sale Dead No. 472, Dated- | (A) 05.04,2024 {published intwo | {A) Rs.56,68,000/-
(B) Mis Sai Nath Cold Storage Pt Ltd. 31,01.2005 in the name of Resna Dev stuated &l Mohalls- | leading newspager dated {B) Rs.5,66,800-
L) Wrs-Sal Hugh Cold Storage Pyt Lt LS Madarpur, Lahenasaral, Darbhanga, Khata o, 445.(0), 541 256.04.2024) {C)Rs.25.000/-

Tank, Mavioliys, P.0.- Lahenasarai, Dist- ;
3. | oarbhan ga-m]:am (M), Khesra Mo 964 (0, 1037 (N}, Tauzl Mo.-3331, Thana Mo. | (B] Rs.84,53,056.00 a5 on

*| gmt. Rsena Davi, Guarantor & Diractor of Mis| 599, Ward No. 28, drea- 12 Dhur 14 Kanma, Boundary- Norih- | 31.03.2624 + further interast va /.
Sl Nath Cold Storage Pvi. Lid, 10 feel wida road, Sauth- 10 feel wide road, East- Dr. Sapna 01.04.2024 and oiher charges.
Wio Kapleshwar Manda!, Mohaa- Madarpur, | Kumasi and Rinku Kuman, West- Nij Vet (C} 27.06.2024

P.O.-Lahariasaral, Dist - Darbhanga- 346001 0] Symbalic

Meena Paswan, (uaranior & Direchor of M5 Sai Nath Cold Storage P, Lid. Dio S Mender Lal, .5 Tank, Mavioliva, P.O, Lahangsarai, Dist - Darbhanga- 846001, Sangita Singh Yadav, |
Guaranior & Director of Mis Sai Nath Cold Storage Pel Lid. Wia Manoj Singh Yadav, New Gangasagar, North of Sanvadaya High Schoal, P.O.- Latbagh, Dest- Darbhanga-B46004
Binod Kumar, Guarantor & Director of Ms Sat Math Cold Storage Pt Lid., Mew Gangasagar, PO Laibagh, Dést - Dabhanga-B46004

&) Anandpur Sahora (332900) Al Fha p-:uu::a_md j.:a_rr.ﬂl of land a'-:lng'q.-ill'l hl_.ul-['.'nng constructed | (A) 19,03.2024 (publishad In two

{B) Ravi Shankar Jha & Bhartl Jha therean rggrsleraei in the name of Sn Ravi Shankar Jha, 5o leading newspager dsted

{C} Shri Ravi Shankar Jha, Sio S Gopil S0 Gopichandra Jha bearing Deed Mo, 5986, daled | og g ooy

Chandra M & Smit. BRartl Jha Wie Shil Rav 0B.OT.2020, sluated al Mouza- Maghauliva Wasaipatli,

3ol Sohara, Thana ~ Ashok Paper Mill, Thana No. 557, Districs- | (B) Rs.30,84,081.14 as on

2. | Shankar Jha : Darbhanga, tolalling 01 Katha as per details givan befow - (i) | 29.02.2024+ further interest wee f

Both rasident of AT+PQ-Moh- Kalidham,| Khata No, 106 [N), 235 (0. Khesra No. 315 (N}, 114 (0), | 01.03.2024 and other charges.

Kharajpur, P.O - Laheriasaral, Thana| Area- 07 dhar 06 Kanwa, bounded as Norh- Ram Bughawan (C) 27.06.2024

Bahadurpur, Dist- Darbhanga, Bikar Pin-| Choudhary, Souih- Gogal Jha East- Nij Khardar, West- DI Symbolic

846001, Also at- AT- Village, Majhauliya,| Shobhakant Choudhary & Other (1) Knata No, 106 {N), 235 | (DI Y

Wazalpalt Sobra, Anchial- Hayaghal, Dist- (0}, Khesra Mo, 315, (N), 194 [0}, Area- 13 Dur 10 Kanwa,
ST P, d - bounded as North- Mij Bikreta Tara Dev, South- Gopal Jha.

Darbhangs, Bihar, Pin-34T105 Easl- Sarak, Wesh- NijKharidar & Ram Buhawan Choudhary

(&) Tower Chowk, Darbhanga (010800)

Land and building situated at Moh - Rasulpur Khurd {indira (A) 01.10.2021
B) Mz R. P. Developers Colony), Pargena- Purah Bhago, Disftrcl- Darbhanga- (i)

H Mis R. P. Davelopers Partnership Firm| D2ed No 10683 DL11.07.2011, Thans no 494, Tauzi no | (B) RS- 44.43,045.34 as on
Urmila Sadan. Indra Colomy. BS. Alaloat | | 722- Khata No, B3 {01}, 88 (N}, Khesra No, 175{0), 413 {N) 30.09.2021+ further interest w.e.f
!‘r'n-la ottt s (R R il ] IR Dhur, Owner nama- Smi Résna Devi, wio§ 01.100.2021 and olher chames.

3. | Dist.- Darbhanga- B46003 Kaplashwar Mardal, Baundary- M- Road (12 feat), 5- Hasan (G} 13.12.2021

Smt. Reena Devl Wio Kapleshwar Mandall bmam, E- Shiv Pd. Yadaw, W- Mohan Kurnar (i) Deed o '

Madupur, Bankers Colony, Rahamga. PS..| 1477 DL 22.07.2011, Thana no. 484, Tauzino, 1722, Khaa (R Smille
i e Na. &3 {0, BB [N}, Khasra Na. 175 (0), 413 (M), Area- 15.

I;amga:mj"mﬂ' mrmgﬁ&_ fm fals Dhur, Cwner name- Smi. Reana Devi, wio Kapleshwar

Shn Ravindra Kumer Sio Gapat Mandal. Bela) yeoks Boundary- M- Road (12sat), 8- Indira Co-operative,

Shankar, Dist.- Darbhanga- B46004 E- i Mckr, W- Nij Kharidar

{A) Marwari College, Darbhanga (465000) | Land & Buiding construclad theresn siusted 81 Donar (A) 17.12.2014

(B) W's Thakur Engineering Works, Prop.- 5n| industrial Area, Vill- Mathurapur, Pargana- Purab Bhiga, (B) Rs.78.77,121) 35 on

Sunil Sagar Sadar Thana, Dist.- Darbhanga, Lease Dead No 8202 dated- | 25 o 501 b e intarest we |

{C) (1} Wis Thakur Engineering Works. Prop-| 23/05/2013 in the nama of Mis Thakur Engineering Works, | o 20 5o andmier-:hm-g:sﬁ

i E]LEJI"” Sagar, Piol No C-15, C-16, Danarl preg e Sinil Sagar Survey Khasra Mo 22300, Pit Mo G145
ustrial Area, Darbhangs- B46D04, (2} St g ¢.16, Thana No498, Area 17424 sq, it Boundary:- N- Piot | (€1 31.03.2013

aunil ‘Bagar So Sh, GanparamThakur, Vill- Z X 0 Symbali
Majhaura, Post- Bahera, Via Banipur, District g;igglgpmﬂaiplﬁmﬂﬁdj ot Lol ¢

Darbhanga- 847201
1: w;:mﬂﬂﬂy; s Property No 1- All the piece and parcel of morgaged land | (A) 06.12.2022
{ ro Bricks, Prop.5ri Suresh Ray and Building {IP] in the name of Smt Minaki Devi alias =
(C) MiS Haro Bricks, Prop.Sr Suresh Ray Sia Minakia D"fﬁ {wF:]u ol Mihat Ryl locassed \B) Rs.26,08,691.55 5 on
Late Mushar Ray, Yill+PO- Harpur, Bhingi Biock- _ ¥ isinee 3 eceased) noW | 30 11,2022 + further Inerest wat.
borwa, PS- Tajpur Samstipur-848122, Sri| represented by legal heir Sale Deed No 10403, Daled | 01.12 2022 and other charges
5. Suresh Roy. Sio Late Mushar Ray, Prop. of Mis| 13.08.1985, Maura-bMahangur Distt- Samastipur Thana No- (C) 28.03.2023
Hero Bricks, Mohanpur, Samstipur-348101, S 189 khata No 305, Khesra Mo B60(0), 434(N) 436(N) Area- 1 (D) Symbolic

Raj Kumar Ray, 5ioLate Mushar Ray Heir . ;
mlLal& Mur.;ki Devl alias Munaﬁam, Katha, Boundary:- N- Fragas Roy, S- Mokiralen E- Road, W-

Mohanpur Ssmastipur- 843101, Smi Sita Devi| Mokealeh, Property No 2- All the plece and parcel of
Vito Ram Naresh Ray Legal Heir of Late Munaki| morigaged land and Building (IP] in the name of Smi Munaki
E:;igfﬂﬂm%‘:%%ﬁh%mﬂgﬂaﬁPn‘h Dewvi alias Munakia Devi WIO Late Mushar Ray| since
E-Bj' El"D LE'iE' MI.IEhEr '35' L'ngﬂ I}Elr of LEtE dmﬁm]ﬂﬂﬁrﬁmEEMm tl!|' ﬂgﬂlhﬂf Saulﬂ D‘Ei'd HI.'IEBH
Munaki Devi alias Munakia devi, Village-| Dated 09.04.1385, Mauza- Mohanpur Distt- Samastipur
Mohanpur PS- Mohanpur, Distt-3amstipur-| Thana Mo -181 Khala Ne 395 226(N}, Khesra Mo
48101 Sh Ea'hﬁh H-E]' S LHIE |'|.1l..rﬂ|‘|ar HE}' EE‘E‘:':I:LE’E'?I:D:'. H'EIH!-MEE 2 Hﬁrhﬂ. Hﬂmﬂrﬁl o N' Ram

D e Sty a1 2! pragas Roy.S-Mokiaiah, E- Jagdaun Roy, W NI

Diate | Time of E- Auction:- 1200272025 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE:- The sala shall be subject ba the Terms &amp: Condiians praserbed in the Sacurily Interest (Enforcement} Rules 2002 and o the fallowing
further condifions: {1) The properas. are being sold on “AS 5 WHERE 15 BASIS and “AS5 15 WHAT 15 BASIS™ and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS® (2) The parficulars of Secured Assels
specifiad in the Scheduie hereinabove have bean stated to the bast of te idomrmation of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerabie far-any armor, misstalement o
omissnnin this proclamation. {3) The sake will ba done by the underssgned throwgh e-auction platferm provided at the Websita hitps:iiwew.ebikray. in on 12,02, 2025 from 11.00 A.M. to 04.00
P.M. (4} For detafed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https:fabkray.in & www, pndindia.in.

Data: 21.01.2025
Place: Darbhanga

() Rs.42.45,000)-
{B] Rs.4,24,500/-
{C) Rs.25,000/-

(A} Rs.73.35.000/-
{B) Rs.7,33.500/-
{C} Rs. 25,000/

{A) e T8, 85 248)-
{B) Rs.7,80,525/-
{c} Hi-.zs.mr'

{A} Rs.E3,00,0001-
{8) Rs.6,30,000/-
{C) Rs.25,000/-

Dataits of the encumbrances knowi to the sactired creditors:- il

Authorized officer
Punjaly National Bank [Secured Craditor)
STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 2 (1) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

REST00EIS, HEH1008M, - 2EGTO0EAT, 6510005, 205100861, 2EET008E2, 2E5100871, JGE10087D, 2E6100088 JE51008%2, 265100502, 2B5100910
2635100912, 266100913, 265500825, 265100840, 265100848, 265100953, PES100ESGT, 265100955, 285100861, 265100962, 265100863, 2651009465,
JERT00G6E, PSR1D0GG, 2ES 100671 FSEINENNS, 2R 1000977, M5 100078, 265100570, JERTA0EHR0, 2ES100582 265100908, PE51000EE, JES 101003
2E5101007, HE101011, 285101012, 285101016, 265101017, 285101015

suction will ba cordiciad 51 respecive Branches. Plassa nota I e auction doss nof gat compialed on the seme day dua o any rassons, the same
will ba conducted on 2102 2025 al 10.00 am al NARSINGHPUR: Muthdot FinCangs Lid., First Floor S Sadan Cormpsas, Piol blo 405, 44, 4010, Babar
Road, Marsnghiurn, Above LICD Bank, Narsinghpur, Madbya Pradesh - 287007 REWA: Muolhoot FinCorp Led:. Ground: Floor, Mishra Complex, Sirmor
Road, Khutehi Rawa, Madftys Pradesh - 436007, SAGAR-MADHYA PRADESH | Ground Floorn, Sehu Buliding Balow HOFC Lite. Fiol No.2464, Hatrs
Bazar Road, Dppoalte Shimla Hotel, Sagarn, Madhva Pradesh - 470002, The bidders ae raguesiod 1o produce Phoie M cand, Pan Cand. The guscasshasl
Eiddes 2Rl ranales the ey hnough BTGS Muthoot Finﬂur,p L,

{A Govt. of India Undertaking]
Circle SASTRA Office, Bhagalpur (Ground Floor-Naulakha Appt.)
Opp DIG Kothi, Badi Khanjarpur, Bihar-812001
Mab.No. 018536149 (Email: es8187T@&pnb.co.in)

Usia Siieel am

q punjab national bank

..[he nama you can BANK Lpon !

BO-P.N.B. Khagaria (493100)
Appendix-iv-A
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES (See Provision to rule 8(6) read with rule 9(1)
E-auction Sale Netice for sale of immovable assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security interest
Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in partcular ta the Barrower (s} and Guarantor (s) that the below described immowvatide property monigagedichanged to
the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical! symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be soid on "As
iswhere 8, "As iswhatis®, and "Whalever there i8" on the date as mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the
respective borrower (s) and guarantor (s}, Thereserve price and the eamest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties,

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

Lot |_Name of the Branch Description of the A) Dt. Of Demand Notice u's | A) Reserve Price (Rs.) | patel Time of | Details of the
No.| Name of the Account Immovable Properties 13(2) of SARFESI ACT 2002 B) EMD (last date of | E-Auction encumbrances
Mortgaged! Owner's Name B) Qutstanding Amount as on . known to the
Name & addresses of : C) Possession Date uls 13(4) deposit of EMD) secured
tmarigagers.of property {les) of SARFESI ACT 2002 - '
the Borrower/ C) Bid Increase creditors
D) Nature of Possession Symbolic
Guarantors Account IPhysicallConstructive Amount
BO-P.N.B. Khagaria (493100 |Collateral-Equitable Mortgage Of Land| (A) 04.05.2024 (a) Rs.52.77,600/- 26,02 7025 Mg
Term Loan-187630000104500 |and Building Vide Sale Deed No. 12680 (B) Rs. 46,50,984.70 with | (b] Rs.5,27,760/- Ereir 4000
Housing Loan- dated 24-04-2017 in the name of S| further interest at the (c) Rs.52,7T6I- ;
1878209000000015 Rupesh Kumar 30 51 Umesh Pathak| contracled rate until AM to
1. and Smi.Priyanka Pathak Wio Sri| payment in ful 500 PM.

Rupash Kumar & Priyanka Rupesh Kumar siluated at Mauza- (C) 23.09.2024

Pathak, At- Murgiachak Po >|mathurapur, Tauzi No.-1447 Thana (D} Symbolic
Mathurapur Distt. i~ Khagania|No.-265 Khata No.-119 Khesra No.-
Bihar, Pin -851204 2064, 2065 Pargana-Farkiya Ward No.-
10, Area-09 Dhur (1.83 Decimal Under
Nagar Panishad Area Of Khagaria),
Boundary of the entire Land &
Building:-Narth-Amajest Yadav, Soulh-
Han Lal Yadav, East-Shambhu Prasad,
West-06"0" Wide PCC Road,

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE
The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions.
1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS™ and “AS |S WHAT IS BASIS® and "WHATEVER THERE |5 BASIS™. 2. The particulars of Secured Assels specfied in the
Schedula herainabove have baen stated o the best of tha infermation of the Altharised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall nol be answeratie for amyemor, misstatement oromissionin
this proclamation 3. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the website hitps:/baanknet.com on 26.02.2025@ 10.00 AM to 05.00PM.
For detailed tesm and conditions of the sale, please refar hitps:ibaanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in.

Date: 16.01.2025
Place: Bhagalpur

Authorized Officer

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE B{6)READ WITH RULE 9 (1) OF THE SARFAS! ACT, 2002) i -ATF R EU e F N 2 M e s ey

Circle SASTRA Centre, G.M. Road, Darbhanga
PIN Code- 846004, Email - csB217@pnb.co.in
; : SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF
T T Ul | IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immowvable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (5) and Guarantor () that tha below descnbed immavable propery mortgagadicharged to the Secured Craditer, the
construcliveiphysicall symbalic possession of which has baan aken by the Authorsed Officer of the Bank! Secured Craditar, wll berzald on Az s whene &7, "As (s whal &7, and "Whialewer hara
on the date ag mentioned in the table heren below, forsecovery of s dues due to the Bankd Secured Creditor From the respective bomower (s} and gearanior (5], The reserve price and the eamest
maney deposit will be as mendizned in he isble below against the respective properties

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS

U3l aigielel ad Lgl punjab national bank

.the name you can BANK upon !

8 {A) Name of the Branch Description of the Immovable Properties (A) Date of Demand Notice ws | (A} Reserve Price
Mo (B) Name of the Account 13 (2) of SARFAES! Act 2002 (B) EMD
' (C) Name & addresses (B) O/S Amount as on date C} Bid Increase Amount
of the Borrower! of 13 (2) Notice
Guarantors [Account (C) Possession Date u/s 13(4)
of SARFAES| Act 2002,
(D) Nature of Possession
Symbolic/Physical! Constructive
(A} Sirdilpur {163000); All the piece and parcel of Land alongwith Bullding | (A) 19.03.2024 &)} Rs, 23,40,000/-
B} Raj Kumar Ray & Shila Davi; conglructed Iheraon registered in the naeme of Smt Shila Rs. 10,11,365.20 « fusther \Rs. 2,34, 000/-
{E} Sh Rﬂ Kumar R‘!f Sig- Kallash Raf!'. Will-| Davi, Wio Hﬁ_l K miar HH}' hEﬂl'inQ Ceed no 3743 dated E'}Lfﬁﬂtw-é.r 01,03 2024 and oiher Eiﬁ: 16 HI;IH-
Shultanpur Chaurahi, Palor Bazar, Dist-| 18.07.2001 =Huated af Mauza- Sultangur Chhaurahl, PS- charges. o
1, | Samastipur, Pin- 48504 Patori, Thana- 166 Distt- Samasbpur; Area 2 Katha B Dhar,
Smt Shila Devi, Wio- Raj Kumar Ray, Vill-| KhataNo, 106, KhesraNa. 373, 374(D), 418 (N), el
Shultanpur Chaurahal, Patori Bazar, Dist-| Bounded as North- Harvansh Ray, South- Road, East- Om | (D) Symbolic
Samastipur, Pin- 345504 Frakash Ray, Wesi-Kishnudeo Ray wr Wakil Ray,
(A} Station Road, Samastipur (050920) Land & Buiilding in the name of Ram Sanjiwan Chaudhary Sio | (A} 12.07.2024 {A) Rs. 57 60,0000
{B) Ram Sanjiwan Chaudhary now deceased) | Ram Chanitra Chaudhary (since deceased now represented | ey pe 45 39 342 92 Rs. 576 000
{C) 1. Amit Kumar Legal Heirs of Late Ram| by legal heirs). Mauza- Karimabad urf Magardahi, flﬂ}ﬂﬁsiﬂ:-."& +I[urlhar i:fe:znﬂ wal {[E:“: ;:;N

Sanpwan Cheudhany, 5o Lale Ham Sanjiwan FSr.ﬁnchglrs.uh registny- Samastipur, Thana Mo, 179, Thana 01.07.2024 and other charges
2. | Chaudhary, Village- Bharpura, Post Vibhutipur, | - Samastipur, Dist.- Samastipur, Bikar, Khata No -48, Knazra
Dist - Samastipur, PIN-848101 Mo 818, Area- 1 Katha, Sale Deed No.- 11754 dated | (G 22112024
2. Sujit Kumar Legal Heirs of Late Ram| 27.08.1879. Boundaries:- North-lageshwar Karan, South- | (D) Symbofic
Sanjwan Chaudhary Sio Late Ram Sanjiwan | Mohangur Road, Easl- Vieakha Devi, Wiasl- Slka Ram Mahla

Chaudnary, Village- Bharpura, Post- Vibhutipur, Dist - Samastipur, PIN-848101 3. Mahalaxmi Chaudhary Legal Hers of Late Ram Samswan Chaudhary Wie Lale Ram Sangwan Chaodbsary,

Village- Bharpura, Post Vibhulipar, Dist- Samastipur, PIN-B45101 4, Anshu Kumar Legal Herrs of Late Ram Sangwan Chaldhary Dve Late Bam Sanjwan Chaudhary, Vigage- Bharpura,

Post-Vibhwdipur, Dist.- Samastour, PIN-548101

{A} Marwari Collegs, Darbhanga (4685000) | Land and canstruction thereon situated at Mauza- Gangwarg, | (A} 17.05.2024 [published in two

{B) Amit Kumar Mishra & Shanti Mishra alias| PO- Lasmisagar, P.S - LNMU, Darbhanga, Bihar, Desd No.- | ading newspaper dated

Shanti Dol 8748, DL 07.08.2011 in the narma of Shandi Devi Wic Prabhas | 19.08.2024)

[C} 1.5ri Amit Kumar Mishra Sio Sri Prabhas| Kumar Mishra, Thana Mo 510, Khata Mo, 565, Khesra No.- | (B} Rs. 25,91,311.94 asan

3, | Mishea AT- Gangwara, .0 - Lawmisagar, PS-| 1077 (N), 162(0). Area- 10 Dhur, L % T WHRE S e

LNMU, Darbhanga Biar- 846009 Bounidaries- North- Saller (Saif), South- Dhamini Dovi, East. | 0022024 and othier charges

2. 5mt. Shanti Mishra alias Shanti Devl W'o 54| Ramchandra Thakur, West- Saller | Self) (C) 21.11.2024

Prabihas Mishra AT- Gangwara, P.0.- Laxmisagar, (D} Symbalic

P.S.-LNMU, Darthenga Bihar- 845009
Date [ Time of E- Auction:- 06/03/2025 11:00 AM to 04:00 PM

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE:- The saie shall be subject to the Terms & Conditons prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and fo
thia following further conditions:

{1} The properties are being scld on “AS ISWHERE 15 BASIS® and “AS 1S WHAT IS BASIS" and "WHATEVER THERE I3 BASIS", (2) The particulars of Secured Assels spacified in
the Schedule hereinabove have baan staled 1o the best of the information of the Authorisad Officer, but the Authorsed Officer shall nol be answerable for any error, mésstatament o
omission in this proclamation. (3) The sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Websita https:i'www.ebkray.in on 06.03.2025 from 11.00
AM.to 04,00 P.M. (4)For defailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer https: flebkray.in & www. pnbindia.in,

Dale: 21.01.2025 Authorized officer
Place: Darbhanga Punjab National Bank (Secured Creditor)

STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 8 (6) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
Ko

(&) Re. 15 88 3958/
(B} Rs. 1,58,840)-
(C) Rs. 25,000/-

Details of the encumbrances known 1o the securad creditors:- Nil
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MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD.

GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoal Centre, TC No 2713022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapiscam, Kerala, India - 695001,
CIN : UBSAZ9KL1997FLCO11518, Ph: +81 471 4041400, 2331427

Matics is hanekny oivan for tha mdormaiion of all concamad that Geld omaments pledged with under merdionad branches af the company far the period upto
31031024 £ MSEL, SPL-146, Doe phis, Gude Prepaid. Supsr vakie, ADHGL and all oihar B mothh tsnurs Goid lears up to 3006 20024 and MEGE. SME Suvama
L BRI oue up o 31122024 which worn ovendua for redamphon ard which have nol baen redeamed so far mspiie of repeated rodcas, wil ba auchionod on
06 32, 1S from A0 @ orawands

HARDA DISTRICT - HARDA BUS STAND ROAD: 429500217, 429500420, 298004 37 X004 19 429500440, 429500842 420800451, 420500452,
AFAROAGE, AZESI0A%E, S05004 70, AZAS004 TS, 4205004 TE, AFAE00MA0, 420500458, L2050 O5 AZRS05T0, A2DE0051E; AZ950051T, 420500620,
AFASON530, AZES00531, 429500537, AZA500530, 428500540, 4FA503547  A2E500644, 429500552 420500561, 4 2B500563, 479500584, 42B5M0SES,
AFAONEAE, 420500575, 420500582 A2ARODSAN, 429500500, LFE00506, 420500800, 429500804 420500606, 430500810, 20500620, 420500821,
AX006E2S, AZGRND6TT, 420500031 ARAN00625, 429500640, S20R0MGEE A2 SIS, $29500658%, A7HS00862, 429500666, AFIS00679, 42050068,
AIAGONEAS, AZBS006E4, 420500656 AZAS00GH0, 4255004593, 429500707, 428500708, F1843, FZ239. MANDSAUR DISTRICT - MANDSALUR:
ATREOITY, 26600179, 426800180, 428600205, 426500217, 436600231, 426600248, 42RE00253, 428600257, 42EA00260, 428800271, 426600200,
APREONZAE, 428500300, 428500001, RATLAM DESTRICT - RATLAM: 40GA00F2S, AOBANOZET, ADRRIC2RT, J06E00291, 40G000210  AO0ARIAZD,
ARGHONERET, A0ERI0373, S06S0 20 ADGRANGET, dOERMNIE4 4, A0GRONEGT, A0GSI0A5S, SUGHIRIAEE, SOGEI0GES, AEHIE2GH, SDERAOGE TR, 406300354,
ACEE0MMO0, A0ESR051T, UJAIN HSTRICT - WJAIN-VED MAGAR: 40G00000G, 401600551, 409600555, 401600559, 4FMG0057E 407600573,
S0E0FSEE, d0TEN05E, $ES00E00. 401 BO0GTE, 401600618, 401 BO0E20, A0TG00E24, 401800654, 401600647, 401800673, 401 BO0GETE, A01GH08E1,
AH00T, LMEEIT1E AD1GH0T 4, LNEEITIT, 4010722, AMERITAZ 401 EIDTLY, HNEDATES, A BODTEL, HGHATER, aD1EBO0TRT, 402600754,
ARG, A0VEIDTFES, MNEEITET A0 EO0TE4 | 401G, A0 EONEI0, A0 TEI0AGG, 40160805, 401 10817, HHG00RZ3, A0 EO0EE, 407600842,
ATEODESE, 4015086, $01600ETZ, 401 LO0SED, 401600855, 401 EODEAE, A0LG008E, 401500830, 401 G00EET, 40 1G00EAT, 401 BOEEES, 403500853,
A 800900, 401002, 401800803, 401 BO0A0E, 401600515, 018000715, 401600824, 401800826, 401 EI0EHE, 401600864, 4071 BOLAAT, 409600559,
AR BONEER - A0TEI0AT2, 40E0I587Y. A04EIDEaET, 401601002, 0 1E0T112

Aurclion will be condutied al nespaciive brapchers. Pleams node iF the auction doss not gal compleled on e sames day-duie i sy reasons. (e same will be
conductad on 1R.02. 2025 a1 10,00 &m &1 UJJAIN-VED HAGAR: Mumoct FinZom LIA., Grcsind Flnor, T D, Vimal Garg Dolca Plaza, A1, B-26¥, Vet Magar,
Inciane Foad, Oppasts Ceendayal Compl, Ujain, Madhya Pradesh - 466010, HARDA BUS STAND ROAD: Mathool FinCaomp Lid., First Fioor, Ooor Moct,

Kaa Certlral, Khaars MooB3030, Ward Mo 20, Subasn Ward, Harda Bus Stand Road, Infronl OF G Mall, sbove Sogs Bard, Harda, Madfws Pradessly - 461331
RATLAM; Muthoot FinCanp Lid,, Grasd Floce, Masr HOFC, Rallam Rabway Stalion Rogd, Baside Yes Bank. Ralam - 357K, MANDIALUR; Muihcot FinCam

Lid., Ground Flotr, Mo, 1248 M58 Plol ko -12-5%13-8, Ward Na 5, Kalidas Margy 1 Slation Road Mardsaur, Madiye Pradesh - 45804, The biddes ams
reusstend o produce Pnoto W card, Ban Cand, The successhal bikder should transter the maney thiough RTGS, Mutheot FinGarp Ltd,

NORTHERN RAILWAY

No: CIID/ATVM/Facilitators/Delhif2025 Dated : -01-2025
NOTICE FOR INVITATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR ENGAGEMENT OF
FACILITATORS IN DELHI AREA OF DELHI DIVISION FOR THE PERIOD UPTO
31/03/2025 FROM THE DATE OF ENGAGEMENT AS FACILITATOR.

&r. Divisional Commearcial Manager/PS, Northern Railway, Delhi Division, Delhi, on behalf of the President of
India, invites application from the Retired Railway Employees of Northern Railway and General public for
engagement of Fifteen (135) facilitators for dispensing un-reservad tickets through ATVMs at Major railway
stations of Delhi area over Delhi Division. The selected applicant will not have any claim for employment in
Railways by the virtue of engagemant as ATVM facilitator. No remuneration /salary fwages will be paid by the
Railway.

The list of stations required for facilitators of Automatic Ticket Vending Machines (ATVMs} toissue tickets to the
travelling public, in Delhi area over Delhi Division are as under:

SN RAILWAY STATION Catagory of Stations
1 Mew Delhi (NDLS) M ESG-1
Z. Dalhi (DLI) NSG-1
3. Hazrat Nizamuddin (HNZM) NSG -1
4 Anand Vihar Tearminal (ANYVT) N5G-1
Total 15

The advertisement notice and application form are available in the Morthern Railway website
at www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in. Retired Rallway employees of Northem Railway and general public who are
Interastad to work as facilitator to issue tickets through ATVMS should submit their applications duly filling in all
the columns in the application and signing on all the pages of the application as per notification, The application
form should be super scribed as “Application for ATVM facilitator” and submitted in a sealed cover fo
Sr. Divisional Commercial ManagerP5, Morthern Railway, Delhi Division, Delhi on or before 14.00 hrs on
27-01-25,

1. | Thefilled In Application forms will be recelved by this offica
2. | Lastdate for submission of application

From 10,00 brs of 21-01-2025
Upto 14.00 hrs of 27-01-2025

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/P3,
DRM's office State Entry Road, Northern
Railway, New Delhi.

NOTE-Application forms can also be downloaded from the above website from 21-01-2025 onwards.
22172025

3. | Place of submission of applications

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TG Mo 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001,
CIN ; UG5923KL1997PLCO11518, Ph: +31 471 4911400, 2331427

Bloliss i harehy ghen for tha Infoemation of all conceenad el Godd ornamants pladged Wi wndar maniigned branchss of tha Company Tor e pandd upo
31032024 & MSGEL, SFL-16, One plus, Guidle Prepaed, Sugar value ADGL and &l alher & manths e Geld Bans op 10 30008 2024 & MSGE, SME Suvama
& ENY choss oup o 31122024 which were tvardue e redemobon and which have nol been redesmed so far inspite ol repesied nolices, wil ba sucioned an
0802 3025 fram 10 am crwwards

HOSHANGABAD DISTRICT - HOSHANGABAD CITY: 2575000254, Z6TAN0EES, 257A0I02E1, 25TROD0262, IS5TEA00ET 2, ESTA000Z86, 25Ta000200,

AETRO0GI0S, 25TALONZGE, FETAM00300, IATRO00I0T, 26TA00030SE, 25TE00030E, 267@00101, ISTEN0102, 2ETA0010S, 26TAO0190, IETRO0205,
ASFENR0, ZRTA0E, 25TRNREAS, 2o TE002M, 25T %, Faraioddd, 5 THDEa ., 27 eli s, Saralliat, Sa7B00asr, 2hTan]ling, 257 HHEE,
257 B00266E, 257A002TE, 25FB00ETT, 257500260, 257A00ZAT, Z3TEI0202, 25TAN0ZIE, 257E00000, 25TA0030E. 257E00312, 25TA00314, 257BO0G1S,
LBTRONANE, ZETAN0IZY, 2RTRONAZZ FATA0032]3, 25TRONA2Y  SETR00320, 257003, SETEOGA0S, 2RFA00AAT, 26TE00A2E, 2RTAN0 41, 26TRON342,
257 B00G44, 25700348, 25TR00E9, 257300350, 25780302, 5100357, 25700360, 257 800E65, 25TH00358. Z5TEMETE, Z57al03T3. 257R00ETE,
257 BODGE4, 25THOOIEE, 267 BOLSAE, I5TE003048, 257RDGZ0E, I5TE00L03F, 25700404, 57600410, 267800414, 267B00L 15, 257800421, 257800422,
25TRHI0, ITARGH DISTRICT - CHOTA SARAFA ITARSE I118000ES, I8000E, S1TAL00S06, 3118000421, FMI8000432, F118000423,
2178000434, 2118000443, 2918000446, 211 8000452, 2115000064, 2118000478, Z118000480, 2118000451, 2118000488, 2118000490, 2118000513,
ATTH000624, FTTH000EET, F11000 133, 211800158, 211RA0136, 211000 146, IT1800555, 217800164, 2110073, F11A001T7E 211800181, 211800184,
211800207, Z11800EDE, 291800212, ZMBODELS, 21800214, 2N BOR21S, PVE001T, 2T EOD21E, 211800228, 211800240, 211800241, 2118002494,
211800253, 211B00256, 16002652, 211 B00588, 211800285, 211 BO02AG, 21E003ET, 211800203, 211800298, 211800E14, 311800217, 211B00E18,
FHENAZY, PTBODERT, 211800328, 2HA00332, 211800334, 2P BOEGIE, 211800337, 211800351, 211800358, 241 BO0A G, F11800380, 211000404,
211300408, FOT5A. RAISEN DISTRICT - RAISEN: 405500517, 405500528, 405500534, 405500548, 405500555, 405500586, ADSE00574, 405500579,
A0HEO0SA2, JOBAN0ES], ADSEOISST, A0BSN0E02, ADEE0E00, A0EE00620, L05500E3T, 4085006ES, SNS50087 1 A05006TE, JOSEN0ETE, 405R00602
A05E00GE, 40550069, A0SEDIT10, 405500714 05500720, 05500725, $05500732 405500734, 405500735, 4056500741, 405500743, A0H500TE0,
A05B00751, 405500753, A05500T75T, 405500754, £05500TEZ, 405500768, 405500774, A0BS007R1, 406500758, 405500704 405500801 4055005035,
ADSEOY0EE F3417 F36d4i, Fasah, BEHORE DISTRICT - ABHTA: 408100017, 408100033, 405100028, 3057001345 405100057, 40510005879,
A0S1000331, 4051000GES, 4051000396, 4051000405, 405100050, 405100052, 405100054, 405100058, 405100062, 405100066, 405100067,
A057100069, 408100072, 205100088, 405100093, 205100094, 4051001 02, 405100103, 40670001 30, 4051007142, 405700149, 406100151, 405100164,
ARSI ST, 405100161, SE51007E, 405100173, F4550. SEHORE: 2117000357, 219 PSS, 2117000363, 211 7000360, 217 HIa70, 211 THHE05,
2117000406, 291 TOH04 16, 21 TOR04ER, 211700524, 211700126, 2110138, 217700138, 211700140, 211 700185, 21700158, 211700180, 211700161,
S1ITOOTES, 211T00TF, 11700180, 21170184, 110098, 27 AO0R0E, 21170008, 211P00210, 210212, 211700223 217 00224, 211700235,
ZIVTO02ET, 211TODE34, 219700242, 21100244, 21700251, 2UTO0ESS, 21700258, 21 TOM@EZ, 211 T00263, 211700264, 211700265, 211T00ET0,
2MT00ETE, 21700276, 217700277, 211700279, 2117 002E0, 211 T062RS, F1ITH02ET, 211700284, 2117002398, 211700501, 2171700305, 211700514,
SIVTO03 G, FITO0E20, 2TF00322, 1 AR, ITITH0325, 1S, 211700328, 21100330, TF003E1, 211 00335, M1 0033as6, 211700336,
21IT003ET, 211700338, 241700351, FI1112. VIDESHA DISTRICT - VIDISHA-KHAR] PHATAK ROAD: 2723000531, 2723000854, 2723000558,
2F2AON0ETE, 2FFINONETE, 27221000706, FIE000T12, 2723000717, FF 000728, 2723000727, XTARA00T40, 272000748, AT TET 2TZIM0TEL,
2T2I00076Y, ZFZ300aS, 223000770, ZTZ30007 T, 2T230007 74, 2T 2EMH0TTE. 2T23000786, 2723000737, ZTZa000TeaE, 2723000, ZFz3an0nyeg,;
2T2N000R2E, 2T2I0008Z7, 2F2I000870, 2723000871, 2723000874, 27 FID0NETT, IrE3000883, 37 FE000890, 2725000891, 272000808, 273300195,
ATRMNRZ, ETIACGLRE, FTI0004, FTII02GE, TN, FPIF0N0A%E, Fr2I00AE, BT R0049, FRZANAATE, ATIMHATE, IFI0084, QTR0
2T2I00302, 2700397, 2723004 E, 272300423, 272300426, 372500438, 272300445 ZT2300445, 272300447 272300452, 272300454, 272300450,
2FAO0EE, 2TIA00AT], 2T20004T2, ITI04TA, 272000487, ITIH00400, 272000618, ITINO0522, JT2A0EIT, ATI00540, 2TFA0064 1 272000561,
2 T2 INh4, EFZA00ETH, 272300589, I72300626, 2rid0naar, JTA006838, 2T 0less, 27230649, 22300657, T2, ZF2a0ETE, 2T2300681,
2230070, Z7EI00702, 272300704, 27 2300720, 272300728, 273500739, 272300740, 2r2300756, Zrzacdrad. 2T23007ES, 27 ZI00TET

Aichon will ba conductsd gt raspeclive brancnae, Pleass rata B 1ha soeton doss nat gat compledad on Shesama day diue 1o any measona, e sanma @il be
concuclad on 88 02,7025 at 10.00 sm ol SEHORE! Muthoot FinCorp Lid. | Grooand Fioorn, Moo 316, Sghers Geolmnd Fleor, House Mo 218, Englishaura, Sona
Ergimaring, Sahorng Torary, Behera, Madrwapradash - 46600 CHOTA BARAFA ITARBE Mulhcol FinCaorp Lid,, First Fleor, My-Cam Buliting, Chcla Sarmale
Chawal Ling. Durga Ghodlk, Abous 581 ATM, Ilarsl, Madhya Fradesh - 457117, HOBHANGABAD CITY: Muthoot FinCorp Lid Piod Ko 20, Gl Floor, Wand
Mo 4, Main Foad, Infrond of Snkur Clek, Kear Halwai Chorall, Hheshangabad, Madnyapradesh - 451007, VIDISHA-EHAR| PHATAK ROAD: Muthaal Finlomp
LEdl,, Ginowind Floor, Rajash Jajn, Plat Mo 63, Kharl Fatak Road, Mapr HOEC Bank, Widisha, Masdhyae Pradesh - S6400°0 RAEN: Muthast FinCorp L, Giround
Floor, Redsen Sagar Roald, Mong Near Yash Bank -Rakean - 484557, Tha beddars ara reguesled 1o produes Phale i ceend, Pan Card, The sucoasehil Bddar
gheie tranaler Ihe monay hesugh RTES Muthoot FinCorp Lid.

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 2713022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001.
CIN : UGS929KL1997PLCD11518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427

Motica is hereby given far s information of all conderrad thal Gold amamenls pladoged sl under merdiorsad branches of (he cormpany for Fre periad
upho 31,00, 2024 & MEEL, SPL-16, Cne plug, Gusde Prepeid, Super valua, ADGL gnd a8 ofner B months ferure Goid kens up s 30,05 2074 and MSGE,
SME Suvarna & EMI das up o 31,12,2024 which ware sverdios for redemption and which have not been redeamad &0 (& inspea of repealed nobices,
will be auctioned an F0002, 203 from 140 am omsands.

BADAUN DISTRICT - BADAUN: 21050020 10500525, 390500558, 0800663, 310500505, 310500620, 100652, 390500655,
10500865, 310500663, 310500670, 0500677, 310500631, 3105006082, 3105006585, 310500710, 310530711, 310500712, 310500754,
ACHO0FE2, 310S0GFAT, BOSLOTED, M0S00TTE, J10E0081S, 310500823, I1E00830, A0S0, M05MB4T7, 310800875 BAREILLY
METRICT - PRIVADARSHANI NAGAR-BAREILLY: 2455000156, 2455000168, 2455000772, 2455000173, 2455000195, 2455000105,
24ES000202, 2ES00)206. 2485000207, 2455000200, 2455000210, 245500470, 2M4ES00497, 245500507, 245500517, 245500518,
245300510, 24550578 2455005531, 245500545, 245500555, 245500558, 245500557, 245500662, 245500570, 245500571, 245500576,
245800880, 24S5SET. J4EEO0580, 25500602 245500603, 245500608, F4ER0060T, 245500611, 245500614, 245500615, 245500616,
24550061 T, FASE0061S. 245500645 245500661, 245500882, 45500683, 245500604, J45R00T0E, 245500720, 246R00733, 245500740,
245500751, 245500750, 245800780, 245500752, FEAGS, FOARE, FI0S5E F980, FHE1Y, FO238, FH0S, FE317. FOXIS, FO336, P56,
FI360. FE3E], FIROZABAD DISTRICT - FIROZABAD: FI02000Z74, 3002000282, 300200I283. 3002000314, 3002000317, 3002000320,
A0CA000340, 0000355, J00A0003T, 0020003560, 002000392, F2000353, 002000359, 3002300396, 32000454, 0020004005,
ADDA00DL07T, I00AHI00S 14, 0200560, ADD2005AE, FO2005E1, I002005AS, F0O2DISER, 0000584, SDO200500 3000605, S0I20062E6,
INCR00632, W020063E, 300200638, 300200641, 300200642, A0Z00657, I0H20067TE, I00H00684 . 300200685, JONH0068E, I0R200690,
AN0200898, 0200704, 300200710, 0200744, 500200715, 300300748, 00200724, 300200745, F00200746, A00M0TEL,  SOO200765,
ANCR007E5, HWO20AFET. 00200812, J0020R320. 0000870, 30200875, 300200882, 300200807, 200H006M, 3002004811, 60200914,
AD0A00B32, M020]035, 30020056, 100200037, 300200440, I00X0048, 300200950, IA0F00062, 0200456, A00M000E3, SHI200GT2,
JNR006TE, 00200978, 00200837, 0200883, 00200886, 00200889, 00200890, J00F00851, 300200892, J00HI06HM, I0R01005,
AN0Z01006, GLFREZDMGE, GUFRZINGZ. GLUFRZDGT HATHRAS DISTRICT - HATHRAS: 4318000225 43180002438 <L5T78000250,
A3T8000E5E, AS1R0002TE, AJ1B001EH, 431800188, 431860166, 43180020F, 4318060212, 431800213, 421800214, 4318002189, 431800224,
AFTA002AT, 431E00244, 45700262, 43 BM26T, 431800285, 431B00230, 4318002 0R, 431000513, 431800317, 431600321, 431800328,
437800320, 4H1BHI33E, 431000341, 431600342 431800052, 4 EI0353, 4313000360, 41800354, 431000365, 431800377, 431300360,
431800381, F1035. FT31, F775, Fi76, FTE6, FA11, Fa45 MATHURA DESTRICT - MATHURA-TERA TOWER: 70000036, 270000264,
2TM0000267, FF0EI0026E, ZrI0000270, 2rM00002 71, ZF0MI00242, 2ri0000284, 2ri0000315, ZF00G00323, 2000003234, 270000334,
ATOGODNAST, FT0OMO0AAR, 2700000%E, 2T0DAAET, FT0O000035E, 2T00D0OSED, 2TIO0DNSEE, 270000037, 2T00000372, 2TOOO0DATE,
ATEINDGITT, Z2F000003a2, 00000, 2r00GT, Zr0Didred. 2TEHTE, 20000810, 2700081 S, 2V00008 16, 2T0M0EET, 2ra00ua3s,
ZTDO00BAT, ZT0DHIE4S. 2T0000N4R, FTODDOAEBRT, 270000052, FITO0NOERS, ITIO0O0ETE, ITODO0ATS, ZT00D0ETT, I70M0ETY, 2TO0008ES,
2000883, FFO000EE, 270000010, ZF0000044. 2R0000020, FT00008E1, 2R0000833, 2T0000635, 2R0000845, 2F0000846 270000951,
STOO0DESS, FTODMNOES, 2T000MGE1, 70000083 270000071, Z70DMOSTE, ZTA00EGTE, ITON000TL - FTOODDATE, ATOMOGAL, 27000091,
27000584, FTO0000ES, 270000HaT, Z700G0RES, 2T00004a8, 270000891, 2r0000802, FF00000GE. 2F0000996, 2700008HT, 270001014,
20007020, FTOMMOEE, 2T000T033, FTODM 040, 270001050, Z700K 084 ZTIO0106E6, 270001077, 2FH001087, 270001050, - 270001091,
270003096, 2T000NM02.0 270001104, 27000112, 270001126, 2ra001135, ZT0001153, ZRO00184, 27000116, 2F0001175, 270001185,
20001181, 270001204, IT0E0IAE, 2701210, FF0Q012 16, 2T001223, FTO0M2E5, FF0D 241, 2700MN36EG, F1633 F18a821 Fi16a&5,

Fi6220, F18366, F1TOS2, FIT0TF, F1T101, F17133. F1Ti64, FAT170; F1T586, F21160
Auction wil be conducied al respecive brancnes. Plaasa noba if tha auctan does nod gat complaied an the sama day due io any reasens, the sama

will b conducied am 20,02 2025 at 10.00 am at FIRQZABAD: Muthoat FinCaorp L. Ground Floar, 265, Agra Gabe, Opp. Bagh Chhingamal, Sadar
PRI, PRIVADARSHANI NAGAR-BAREILLY: Muikact FinCarp L, First Flaorn, Mohini
Fower, A-25/26, Abova HOFC Bank, Priyadarshant Magar, Barally, Utar Pragesh - 242132, MATHURA-TERA TOWER; Mulhoot FnCorp Lid,, Grogund
Feoor, Tara Towar, Bhutashaar Road, kaar BCHCE Benk, Mathwrs, Lier Fredesh - 281004, BADALN: Muthaot FinCorp Lid ., Firs? Floor, Cinil Linas, 424,
Bewedly-Mathura Raad, Abaws IDBI Bank, Badadan, Utier Fradesh - 24360%. HATHRAS: Mulkaot FeCarp LI, Growni Floor, Bulsing Mo 4, Avesdikas.
Ara Road, Hatleas District, Hethras, Aler Pragesh - 2068709, The bidders are reguashed o prodace Phobd W cand, Pan Card. The succasalul biddar
should franafar ibe money Birough RTGS Muthoot FinCorp Ltd.

Bazar Roed, Baslfa-jain Panls; Firozabad, Utar Fradesh -

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
21 January 1999
Shaheed Head |0 21 January 1999, a patrol of 8
Constable Mulak [Battalion of CRPE deployed in

Ral 18-08-1951 |Morigaon district, Assam, was

lo ambushed by insurgents while tra

21.01-1969 versing o dense jungle. The insur

08 Bn gents unledashed heavy fire, to

which the troops promptly retalint

ed, torcing them o flee. Amid the Oerce encounter, HC Mulak Rag, lead-

ing Irom the front, sustained severe injuries. Despite his wounds, he
fought valiantly, holding his ground and fring at the anackers, The
braveheant later succumbed to his injuries, attaining martyrdom
!II January 2004

On 21 January 2004, troops of 36
Bamalion of CRPF launched on
operation against insurgents in
Rongashi village, Enst Garo Hills
district, As the troops approached
their target In vehicles, Insurgents
ambushed them with an [ED blast
followed by indiscriminate firing. One vehicle bare the brunt of the
explosion, injuring its occupants. Despite their injuries, the troops
swiltly dismounted and launched a counter-ariack, forcing the insur
gents to flee Into the dense jungle. Among the injured, Constable
Brajendra Kumar fought courngeously from the front during the count-
er-attack. He was evacuated to a nearby hospital but succumbed to his
injuries, attaining martyrdom.

Shaheed Constable]
Brajendrs Kumiarn
250001973
To
21-07-2003
16 B

DESIGN, SUPPLY,
ERECTION, TESTING &

COMMISSIONING WORKS

Tender Notice No.. DY CEEACON/SCL/
0872025 Dated. 13-01-2025. E-Tender
are invited by the undersigned for the
following work: Tender No..ELC-TSS-
BLPA-2-24-75-G-A;, Mame of Work:
Diasign, supply, erection, festing &
commessioning of 132 KW EHT single
S i IFanSmessnnn leng an double chidult
tower fromAEGLCL Udmarl GSS 1o M. F
Railway Bilasipara TS5 in connaation
with Gaunpur-Abhayapuri Railway
Electrification project, Tender Valua
T8.61.65 025/, Bid Security | 156,05 BOOY
Dby & firres of gubmission of tender wp
fo 14:30 hea. on 04-02- 2025 Date & tima
ol opening of tender at 15:30 hrs. on
04-02-20328, For complete infarmation
Dlnass visit in websiin m.lﬂpl..qn\l.m

Dy, CEEINCOMN/Slle har

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Construction Organization

b GovernmenT oF Harvana ISIIITRTINN

NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM

.{NAME OF BOARD/|OLD REFERENCE

No. CORP./AUTH /NIT NO.

WEBSITE OF THE | NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
BOARD
CORP./AUTH

DETAILS/EMAIL

E-TENDER FOR EXECUTION OF
ELECTRICAL WORKS THROUGH
LABOUR CONTRACTOR UNDER
(OP) CIRCLE, UHBVN,
KURUKSHETRA

45/SE/PROJECTS/

I UHBVN AMISP/2023-24

www.uhbvn.org.in

01744228956
seopkurukshetra@uhbvn.org.in

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.etenders.hry.nic.in

No. 31895/HRY |

SR.| NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE ~ OPENING AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF THE| NODAL OFFICER/ |
No. BOARD/ TENDER DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX.) BOARD CONTACT
CORP./AUTH DATE (TIME) IN RUPEES CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE OF POUCH
TCH(])E(I){I?II\{/I?L/?;( FILLING MACHINES AND JOB WORK OF
PACKING OF SWEETENED FLAVOURED 01. 4 414
1. PRODUCERS SKIMMED MILK POWDER IN POUCH ( FOR 18.01.2025 AS PER DNIT www.vitaindia.org.in| 7496967 .
UNION LIMITED SUPPLY MID DAY MEAL & ANGANWARI 07.02.2025 v1tar0htak@gmall.c0m
CENTRES UNDER GOVT SCHEME), PACKING
ROHTAK & LOADING AT MILK PLANT ROHTAK.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No. 31891/HRY

é GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [ ST eL =1

NAME OF | NAME OF WORK NOTICE OPENING AMOUNT/ WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/
No. BOARD/ TENDER DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX.) BOARD CORP./ CONTACT
CORP./AUTH DATE (TIME) IN RUPEES AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
CONSTRUCTION OF GOVT.
MODEL SENIOR SECONDARY
HSAMB SCHOOL AT MANDI 15.01.2025 9896031645
1. 14.15 CRORE https://et .hry.nic.i
SIRSA DABWALI DISTT. SIRSA. 05.02.2025 5 CRORES | https://etenders-hry.nicin| @ hsamb25@gmail.com
(C.M ANNOUNCMENT CODE
NO-26674) + 1 WORKS
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No. 31884/HRY

UJVN LIMITED

H.Q.: "UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006,

Telephone.: 0135 - 2763808 Fax- 0135 - 2763504
CIN Ho. LMD 0TUR200 SGCO25866, Weabsite: www.ujpwnl.com

Corrigendum Notice-1  Dated: 20.01.2025
Due to unavoidable circumstances, the Technical Eligibility critérion
and Dates of Bid NIT Mo, DEEE(Civil-ll yGuptkashif20:24-25 invited by
office of Executive Engineer (Civil-ll), UJWN Limited. Guptkashi,
Rudraprayag, is hereby changed:-
Experience of having successfully execuled similar works ie.
*“Construction/Finishing/Strengthening of any Officefllndustrial
Building or wearing surface stonefrail laying work in any
hydropower structures in any SHP's" as Prime contractor in Gowt.
department or Govt. Organization or PSU or PPP mode or Public Limited
Company during last T years ending last day of month previous to the
one inwhich tenders are invited"”
Last date for online submission of Tender : 30.01_2025 upto 16:00 Hrs
Date of opaning of tender : 03.02. 2025 a1 14:30 Hrz
All other terms and conditions of tender shall remain unchanged.
For full & further details, kindly visift e-procurement porial
“hitp:fluktenders.gov.in” Executive Engineer (Civil-ll)

Ref. Mo 33

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

—  TAMILNADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION
- Head Office
No.35FV + 6GF, CMRL Depot, Koyambedu, Chennai-600107.
Ph. No.: (044) 26426773 Email ID.: tncsc.tn@nic.in
CIN: U15137TN1972SGC006157

E-TENDER NOTICE
No.BS10/041579/2024 Dated: 20.01.2025

Green Gram (Whole) E-Tender NO.BS10/041579/2024
- TNSCC/24-25

Online electronic tender for the Purchase of 350 MT of
Green Gram (Whole) to deliver at all the TNCSC's godowns
in all Regions for issuing under PTMGR NMP scheme and
ICDS.

Complete e-tenderdocument can be viewed and downloaded
through https://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

The bidders have to participate online bidding only with
Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) of Class-Il or Class-lll.

Last date and time for

online Submission - 06.02.2025 Up to 11.30 A.M.

DIPR/201/TENDER/2025 MANAGING DIRECTOR

District Child Protection
Unit Women & Haryana Development Department
Haryana Office Address- Opp. Working Women Hostel,

Nagli Road, Nuh Email :- icpsnuh@gmail.com

[EFILEH
f1ceTen, Afeen Ua aTa faem fawmT, degpan sRamn & eegaR e s
et sk, (Them e 9 forer gemee 8 & siaeia foreik =mar sifufram
2015 & FREMEER e § § fa¥w <ae T80 Tidt (SAA) Gt S 2 |
T 31T, @ gU (IR, M FHfdd =2l hl A €9 9 NS <
1 1 foRie Sdeh TR0 S foRAT STU | S THo Sfo3flo / Heer fen I8 #
oo < TEw T (SAA) Wi % fT 3=ge © @t 98 THo Sfosflo /
Heer Rk = sifufrae 2015 o Ared M 2016 @ 39 60 21 @ 29 W
A | 10 U foheiR =g ifufad 2015 o1 3Tecd Ued Ho 27 H WRae
fSrem arer WRe wEfe, I8 W STEE T Whd Tl 3Maed 'q WiH Ud
TMESaRA https://cara.wed.gov.in W 2 |
Aftrer SRt & fow wuen -
e e e TR,
foren et Wi g,
et AT faulia wWaESH Al e, &
01267-274270, 8059159786 (TSTem wTer WRgror ST, &)
9991431313 (WIUT 3TFrh, AT TWXAWIA) No- 31878/HRY

NORTHERN RAILWAY

(E-Auction Notice)

Sr. Divisional Commercial Managen'PS, Morthern Raitway, Delhi Division invites bids through e-Auction through IREPS
(https:lfireps.gow.ind] for the allotment of under mention contrects at follpwing Railway siationsfocations:

E-Catalogue | Date & Tima

Railway Station/Locations/Lots

(1803.94 Sq_Mirs). Nangloi = Total 21 Sites

[+ of bidding
Mew Delhi Ajmer Gate Side (PLCV), Meanst Cantt (Kankankheraz), Maye Ghaziebad, Delhi
(PF-18) (B-T-T), Wew Delhi (AGS Side) TW Parking), Karmal (641.62 Sq.Mirs.), Kurukshetra
Farking- 07022025 (1% Entry, Kurukshetrs 2™ Enfry, Ghaziabad (Bhoor Side) (115067 sq.mirs.), Dadhi 2™ Entny KGS
01-2025 [ al 11.00 Hrs, |Side (TW Parking), Budhlada, Bareta, Muradnagar, Khalauli, Kuruksheira (Site-1), Kuruksheira

(Sie-2), Adarsh Nagar (PRS), Kamal (375 Sq.Mirs), Shahabad Markanda, Delni Sadar Bazar

maaam g

Wabsite partu:u:lar:- where complete details of E-Auction can ba seen @ hitps: l'.l'imps cpenind

s e

- Paymant of Cne Tims Registration Fes

- Currand Sccount i State Bank of India

- Integration of SB1 Bank Account with IREFS Accaimnl
- Limn Marking of Funds

= Updation of Turnover Defails,

All contracters who intend to participate in the e-auctions conducted through E»huv:lin:m Leasing module
should fulfil following mandatory requirements before they can submit their bids:
- Regisiration on IREPS for E-Auction Leasing module -Active IREPS User Account for E-Auction Léasing Module

- Confractors who do not have IREPS account for any module of IREPS can submit theair online reqguest for regisiration by
l'.'2|ll:k.ll'll;ul oat M Vendors | Contraclors [E Tender'E-Aucton Leasing) nk an IREPS Homa page.

of IREF3

Foad, Maw Dalhi-110055; Email: pkg.deihidvision@gmail.com, Tel: 011-23743084

Ftailwa;r Authority to contact, in ease of any query @ Divisional Rallway Manages's Office, Commercial Branch, State Er11n,r

No.: 2JACIERIE-Auction/2022 Date: 20.01.2025

21872025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd, Office; Muthoot Centre, TC No 2¥13022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerata, India - 835001.
CIN ; UBSSZIKL199TPLCO11518, Ph: +91 471 4511400, 2331427

Qrersteh gaT

1 | qdETRoT i giaa fema o ©
Teh AoeTd R (STSehl) 3 T
1-2 feq foraen for 12 8iRa femiew
08/01/2025 1 ITAJMEBAT FTHTTI
gUa wierer, fen, 9% A
AR BT | SISeh =Ielt T
fSraeh deol o Tho 350310 o
0004 f&dish 09/01/2025 <Rl ol
T fSfen 18, sRamm § S 7

i IWIH =dl < HAl- Ul A1 ATAER T8 T e
qr 60 fe7 & 3TeR-2 T oTer WR&IuT heta/ael sheol 9fHfd,
e, HIHkISH Higell Bied o AMH, el I T8 H duh |
AT F=d @l S oA I IR H o fofn S | 3% 9 et
EIGIGIE %ﬁ Ph. No. 9671760707, 9991431313, 8059159786,

9812935380 9813218546 Mail ID- icpsnuh@gmail.com ™
HUeh I i HY X |

TS &t |eerur
Afremd, e e

NO. 31877/HRY W dohtE, TE

MAJOR OVERHAULING OF TRACTION

ALTERNATOR

E-Tender No_: IMF-MP-PLG-NBOS-
S50, Name of work: Major Overhauding

refesemad 0 far inspile af repeated nolices, will beauctionsd on 100022025 ram 100am anwards

206500163, HIGRO01GE, 206500171,

20500288, 206500277, 206R00ITH

207600511

2EET00E1, HGEF0UI4E, 2E6THEES, MET0035E, 2EET00EE,

2300238, ISR, 2TIF0MR,
AT A300EEE, APEA300354, Fraa0lees, Sr3300EeS, 2TII00E01,

2TIE00556, KOTRA; S3440003 14, 4344000527

4340087, 434400205, Fold, FE34E, FEbE, FI74, FI75.

BHOPAL-INDRAPURL:
Id card; Pan Card, The suscessiul bidder should transfer (be maney through RTGS

ASHOHA GARDEMN: 434300044, 4343000556, 4343000539, 4343000558, 4343000561, 4343000590,
434500080, 343000660, 4343000707, 4343000709, 4543000710, 434300072 4343000724, 4343000726, 4345000751, 4343000740, 45343007111, 434300729, 434300131, 434300132,
432300147, 34500149, 385007 B0, £343001 51, 432300 183, 4345001 74, £34500102, 4343001084, 2345001 89, 434501191, 4343001150, 434300210 BHOPAL-ARERA COLONY; 27430003553,
2749000354, 2TLS000Q62, Fr4R0003TE, ZF4E003AET, Tr40000500, 27490003409, 2749000401, 2740000402, 270000403, ZP40000410, ZFA00004 17, 27480008 15 IP40000431, 3T40000433,
274000043, 2740000435, 2TA00I043T, 2r4000044, 2743000440, 274900053, 274800070, 274000074, STAG00000. Zy4bl0lEe, 274900088, EF4u0ii0s, 274800519, 2rabia1ia, F74ea0tiy,
274000129, 274800153, 274000135, 74000140, 274000144, 74900148, 2740900149, 274000152, 274000160, 74900163, 274000165, 74500166, 274900178, 274200175, 274900180,
T4 B, FT4RI0 186, FP4H0TET, Fr49001 50, 24901 R, FE558, BHOPALANDRAPURE, 212 T000ETE, F127000804, 212 T000EEE 21370009, 212 M0009sd, 212 T00G, 2127001 002,
2127001024, 212001020, PAETHOI045, 2920001054, 2127001055, 2120001145, 212F00 14T, 212001
2127001310, 2927001324, 2127001331, 2127001 335, 2127001 341, 2127001 346, 21270073500 2127001353, 2127001 354, 2127004 364, 2127001355, 2927001387, 2127008403, 2127001407,
2127001413, 212F001417, 2137001418, 2127008427, NET001425, 2127001428, H1ZTO014%3, 2127001443, 2127001454, 127001848, 21FF001E7
2U2T00GE, M2TOMQE, FTIPE020, PARE0ES, T2T0hdad, J1T00R40, 212700240, 21IT00250, 22TOIGE, T1ITOO2GL, 2TAN0RS, F1IT00ET
S12THIEE H12F00Eas, 212700504, S12ri0aas, S1EToE1. TErnlEad, 212 rmidad, 2125700536, 212 0040,
212700362, 12700364, 212700367, 212700376, 212700579, 2127003582, 212700589, 212100380, 212700582, 212700400, 212700401, 212700414, 212700419, 212700420, 213700425,
21T 38, F12T00450 212700441, 212700447, 213700480, 212700451, 212700450, F12T00M68, 212700489, 212700477
V00453, 12T0N458 N ETO0EE, 2 ET00450 H1 20803, 21ET060T, 22T00812, M2M0513, 2I2T00820, N2T0IE2, MIETO0SE2. 21ETO0RZY. M 200536 212WI054T, F14281. F15053,
F16230, F16236. BHOPAL-MP NAGAR ZONE |I: 2065000453, 2065000460, 20B5000465, 2065000473, 2065000479, 2065000462, 2065000450, 2065000483, 2065000504, J0RS0MIS1S,
2086000517, 2065000524, 2065000527, MEGR000632, 265000538, 2063000543, 2085000554, 20650030558, 2065000562, 2065000574, 206500057TY. J06500082, 206500080, 208500055,
AUHAROSGE, MERODISS, 08500108, 2E500905, JOER00T0S, 205007118, 206650119, 206500127, FEE0012%, 208500132, 206800146, 208500148, 206600155, 206500161, 206500142,
HeSA0NTE, 206500174, 2068001TE, 206500140, H06500181, 206500184, 206500197 206500143, 206500197, 2065002071,
20500247, HME50022E, 2065001231, 206500253, 20550234, IOE500235, 206500236, HR5I023E, 206500240, 206500241, 206500242, Z06500244. 2048500253, H650025T, 205501264,
, SUER00RED, 2065002EF, 206500288, 206500330, 0600206, 206500257, 208500501,
HOSHANGABAD ROAD-BHOPAL: FHTHOLIZAG, FTE000G6E, 2ETRI00ATE, RE7H0004TE, 26TA00041 5, 2ATEO00415, ZAVEON0LNS, 2ETGOODSRS, 2ETA0O0465, 2OTE00046T, INTH000468,
2575000434, 255000400, EEFS000494; 5 THOM4EE, 2675000602, 257500148, 257500152, 2575001 53, 257500163, 257500166, E5TR00181, RETH00182, 2575001 85 25TH00200, 257500217,
257600222, FETS0022d, 257500230, Z5T50024 3, 257600258, 257500258, 257500260, FoTH0026Y, 257500266, Z5TR0026T, 257500281, Z5TR0028E, 257500288, 257500302, 257503046,
267500573, 287500314, I5TE00TY, 26750052, 267B00324, ZATROOA2R, 26TS0O0AZT
2EETI00340, 2E6TI00S90, BHGTOM0EHT | SGETO Y, 2657 00060, 266 TO006 10, 266 TI0061.E, 26T 19, 266T0006YS, 2667000631, 2667000, 266 TO00E38, 2G6T000643, 2667000648,
2EGTEI0E, 266TH00G55, 206 MOHIGED, 26E70MIEET, 2667006, 2B6 701071 5, 2867000720, 266T000TEL. J6EFOIITET, A66T0N0TEE, 266000 42, 286 700078, 2067000755, ZAETOEITET,
2EETDO0TTE, 2B6T0007ET, 2EMI00&08, 26ET000E81Y, 2667 RI0EIZ, 266 TIO0ASE, 2EAT00DESE, FEETO00EAT, IEETODOEES, 2667000884, 266 TDO0RTY, 268TO00ETT, 26ETI00EET, JGETOMIEES,
SEET0SES, 2EETO0MMRG, METINIaEI MHET0MIES, FJGETO02ES, JGETIHRAES, METI0292 2EETHI A, 2E6T00%514, 268700517, JEETO0GZR, METONI2E, 2REGT00320, 286 TI0XI2, 26671340,
JEETO03G4, 2EET003T, 266700374, 266T00378, MET00080, 266700306, MEF00IET, 264V, Sar00aaS, 206 TIMI,
LEGTO0400, HEETOMT0, 266700419, HMETO0425, 266TDIMEG, SO6TO0EZT, 2e6 0042, SHaT00M36, 266700452, SG6T00M56, 2E6TI0463, 26670046, 266700471, J66T00ATE, 26670483,
20AT004BE, METOD4Sd, JBET0048E, 26700516, 268700519, 2BETO0G21, 266T0OGIE, MRETOOS2E, 26671525, 2HET0052T, 268700538, METODSS, 268700535, MEETO055E, 26870544,
JEATEAT, FEATE0S4E, FEETEOLE0, 2EET06G1T, 26670052, JQ6ETONE6ED, 2GRTO0SE], JGRETOOSES, JGETOISEE, IGETOIGED, IGETOHESTY, MGETONGAS, MGETODEEL, METODESS MOLAR -
BHOPAL: 2735000896, 2FA3000958, 2TIZ00 1026, 2723001041, 23007043, 272300 46, 2P3B009055, 273300067, 2P33001060, 2ri3001065, FFA3001081, 2ris00ad, 2733001087,
27353001098, 2733001109, 2733001104, 2733001107, 2r33001113, 233001134, 2Ta3001127, 235001133, 2razi0iiad, 2r3200113, Zrs300H 64, 2733001168, 2733001163, 2733001184,
TS T200, ITIF01203, FFFIA01221, IF3I00N 233, ITII0M I8, 2TI300 1240, 2raddoid4 1, ZFE3001243, 2753001 244, 2713001251, 27354, 2TIF00T263, Fr33001 288, E7E3001 273,
AT, FTIRGETI, TPEI002E0, 2TIIN0ZEA, FTAOOAGY, QFIR0ARGE, FTIIO0IGV, RTIRNOENG, ITII00IZI, 2TIRM0AIT, FPAA00N0, ATIANNITY,
SEIE0A09, 2T, 2FA00s ErIE004ET, ATI00MET. ATI0440, ST 300850, 273300451,
273300459, 73300462, 2733004684, 273300465, 273500468, 73300474, 27500475, 27E3004TE, 273300478, 2733004582, 273300483, I733004585, 273500480, F75300400, 27300401,
2T3a00452, FrEI0DL49T 2TAG00454 FTEMODE0E, 2TIG0049T, IFEMNG0E, SIS, IF30G10, 2Tial0EE2, FvEMI06E8, 2T G069, FVEMI0G4E, 2TIEMS4E, S7IMI054T, 27330653,
344000356, 43000358, $34000373, 434000584, 43840003587, 4344000353, 4384000802, 434400076, 43420000,
434400082, 434000090, AZA400100, 434400802, 434400108, 4344007015, 4344001826, 434400153, 430400154, 434400168, 434400160, 434400163, 4348400171, 434400183, 38400708,
2TIADI0ET 2, F7340006T3, 2734000676, Z7FS4000684 2734000895, 2734000704,
STAD0T20, 274000730, 2734000758, ITHA00OTET, QTAE000T70, 2T 00774, 2r340007 9L, 2734000810, 373400081, 274000025, 2740000820 2734000055, 2734000845, 3734000851,
27400856, 274000863, 2739000868, 274000502, 274000843, 2734000884, 2734000887, ZF34000880, 271000502, 2734000803, 2734 (00894, ZT34000805, 273000850, 2734000900,
273400080, IT3E0008H, 734000807, ZTI000810, 2r34000814, ZFE000815, Z734000877.) 2TMOI1ES, Zr300130, 2r3e001 520 273400133,
AT T, 273400178, 27400183, I73400192, ITIL00104, 7300106, 27400189, I73400204, 27400206, 273400228, 2734002368, 75400240, 273400243 7400244, 273400245,
ATIA0N2AT, ITRA0CRAG, APIL00252, ITIAO0IG0, ATIL0AIT0, IPHOOITE, FIOTE, JFAO02TE, AFIA0020T, IPEA0028E, 2TI0D206, TIA0MIOT, TR0, FTRA00009, TILM0I02,
2T3400505, 30005, 2ra40031G, ITI0018, 2rI400520, IFF0032Y, 2rIA00EE, FFHO00324, 2rI40IE34, FT5A00035, 2TI00E, STEM0035T, 2RM005A2, ETE0034F, 2700504,
273400545, 75400345, ZTI400554, 7300357, 27400558, ETHI00358, 2Va4D0560, EFsd00362, 2rI400564, 273400365, 273400568, ZFH00366, 273400570, 273A003TE, 2TI4037E,
ATAN0ETT, ATILD0ETE, ITI003TY, 37340080, 273400382, 2TI400586, 2TI400 308, 2700389, 27R00608 F7 300407 273400407, 273400405, 273400405, 2712004068, F11507. Fi4605
Auction will be conductad af raapective Dranches. Peate noba [ e sucion does ol get comigleted on ik game day dus bo any regsons, tha game will be conducted on 20002 2025 8t 10.00-am al
Pl i FinCoep Ui, Gacund Floor, 168, Indeapun, Secor-B, Raisen Road, Opposte Jubiles Gale, Bhapal, Madhva Pradesh — 462021, Tha bidders ara reguested o produca Phato

MAMNDIDEEP: 2734000845, 2734000661,

Malice i heretry geen far the infarmabon of al concemed that Gold omaments pledged with undar menboned branches of the company far the perod upba 31.05.2024 & MSGEL, SPL-AE, One plus, Guide
Prepaid, Super value, ADGL and al alher § manihs lenune Gold loans up o 30.08.2024 and MSGE, SME Bwrvama & ER dwes op 1o 31122024 which were overdue for redamption and shich have nol baen

2E75003I,

433000500, 445000602, 4343000610, 434000627, 4343000638, 434300065,

2TET0N228, 212T000242. M2T001243. 127001248, 1270040502, 2120001304,

STEFONGT, 212V, Z12700a08. 212000500, &1 Z00ast, 12T EEE3,

212700483, X2TO04E4, 212700450, 212700407 212700402,

F100E3, FiohEt,

287000334, I5TS000%S, 2675005344, 2E7H00346, KAROND-BHOPAL .

al 1400 HPF CGL & BHEL make Trachion
Altarnator, Qty-1T Mos, of at CAW
Warkshap, MN.F  Railway, New
Bongaigaon, Advertised Value:
#1,85,00,546.10, Earnest Money
T2,48.000.00 E-tonders will ba closed
al 15,00 bre. on 04-02-2025, The complete
mbfarmmaticn with the lended documsnis of
above s-tender will ba available in

WWW,Ireps oV in
CWMNBOS
et

IT001ET, 212TEIA7, 212700181,
TRAT0ORNL, M FTOMGE, D122,

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

ar. DETE  hakradharpur, Soulth Easlem
Ralway, acting For & On behall of The
Fresident of India invites e-Tenders
|against Tender Mo, meaboned below |

Tender Motice Mo.; Name of Work;
Tender Walue; Earnest Money:

Completion Period @ (1); ST-CKP-OT-
24-25-114; S&T work In connection with
Propoaal for one Loop lines each in both
P & DN Grd and ome sick siding of 70
length at Manikul Station;
£2,51,00,946,92; T2 75600.00; 12
(Twehee) Months, (2); ST-CKP-OT-24-25-
115; S&T work for Rehabilitation of 15
Mos. Sione Slab Bridges betwean
Bandamunda-Jharsuguda station and
Conversion of existing 01 Mo, Arch
Masonry Bridge between RHourkela-
Jharsuguda section; T29.15,579.53,
| T58.300.00:.12 {Twelva) Months; (3); 5T-
| CKP-OT-24-25-116; Placement of Truck 1
tan capacily 1 Moo for operalicn under
asE/aigiGalkera; ¥15,88,396.05,
{131.800.00; 38; 36 [Thirty Six) Manths,
l [4); ST-CHKP-OT-24-25-117; Placement of
Truck 1 ton capacity 1 No. for operation
under SSETeleRourkela; ¥17,80,733.55,
$36.600.00; 365 (Thirly Six) Months; (5)%
| ST-CKP-OT-24-25-118, Balance works
| for Provisson of (K3 Mos, of Elactncal Lifting
Barrier in bau of Meachanical Lifting Barrisr
of LC. Gates Mo, RB-22, RB-24, BK-Z,
£33,90,5684.15; T07.80000; 12 (Twelve)
fionths: The Ii.!l'lﬂi:f chetalls can be verwed

HBHO0205, 2056500215,

F10044, Fi10d6E, Fiiogz, Fi0in

FPA3005E, ATAS00455,

S3440d0081,

landarer.bld-jars must ha'.'e Elass-lll
Digital Signature Certificate & must be
reglatered an IREFS Portal Cnly
registered lendererfbidders can
paticipate ine-Tendering. e-Tendor forms
shall be lssued free of cost, Manualbaffers
are not allowsd against this tender and
L afty such manual offer received shall ba

ignared. (PR-1036)

ZTI00FIT, ETA001 4. 273400164,

Muthoot FinCorp Ltd.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Prince S/o Darshan Pal R/o-
Ward-8, Adarsh Nagar, Sonipat,
Haryana-131001 have changed
my name to Prince Vinak for all
purposes 0070946153-1

I, PUNEET BALASUBRAMANIAN
S/0 SHRIK.I.
BALASUBRAMANIAN RESIDENT
OF D-316, for JALVAYU TOWERS,
SECTOR-47,NOIDA, DISTT-
GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, U.P.-
201303, have changed my son’s
name KARTTIK PUNEET
BALASUBRAMANIAN to
KARTTIK PUNEET for all future
purpose 0070946166-1

I, P SAIDA BEGUM, Spouse of
No0.15414830F(HAV) P MOULALI,
R/o Village-Nalakadoddi, P.O.-
Atikelagundu, P.S.-Pathikonda,
Distt.-Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh-518347, have changed
my name from P SAIDA BEGUM
to PINJARI SAIDA BEGUM, vide
affidavit IN-
DL21417024087001X, dated:
20/01/2025, before Notary,
Advocate: Rajkumar, Regd.No.-
6536, New Delhi. 0070946133-1

I,hitherto known as,HINA
SHEHZAD alias HEENA,W/o-
MOHD AQIL,residing at-
38,THIRD FLOOR,ISHWAR-
NAGAR,
NEW-DELHI-110065,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as HINA
SHEHZAD. 0040769582-8

I, Amitesh Kumar Singh S/o
Amresh Kumar Singh, R/0
Flat.No-2402, Tower-Ambrose,
Sportshome Sportscity,
Techzone-4, Greater Noida
West, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
UP-201318 have changed my
name to Kumar Amitesh Singh
forall future purposes.

0070946161-1

I,hitherto known as,MEENU JAIN
alias BABITA JAIN,D/O-NATHI
LAL JAIN,W/O-LATE RAJEEV
JAIN,R/0O-R-5/133,NAWADA
HOUSING-COMPLEX,DWARKA
MORE,D.K. MOHAN-
GARDEN,WEST DELHI,DELHI-
110059,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as BABITAJAIN. 0040769582-4

l,Saravjeet Virmani,W/0-Mohit
Gaba,R/0-B-202,Heritage
One,Sector-62,Badshah
Pur,Sohna
Road,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122101,Have Changed My
Name To Saravjeet,For
All,Purpose. 0040769582-5

I, 0ld name Rajee Singh D/o
Ravinder Singh R/0 B-101
Riviera Eldeco Green Meadows
Sep.Pl-1, Greater Noida,
G.B.Nagar have changed my
name to Rajvinder Kaur for all
future purpose  0070946169-1

I, Nidhi Gandass W/o Naveen
Dabas R/0 1665-T-17-B, PS-
Road, Najafgarh, Delhi-110043,
have changed my name to
Nidhi Dabas. 0040769626-2

I, Megha Chauhan D/o Mr.
Suresh Chauhan R/o Thakuran
Mohlla Dadri Gautma Buddha
Nagar 203207. Inform you that
my father name mentionedin
my all documents written as
Mr.Suresh Chauhan whereasin
my father’s aadhar Card
written as Mr. Suresh Chand
both names belongs to my
father.

0070946168-1

I, MORIYAM BEGUM, Mother of
N0.17040054H(LNK) MD
SAFIKUL ALAM, R/o Village-
Talibpur, Post Office-Talibpur,
Tehsil-Kandi, District-
Murshidabad, West Bengal-
742402 have changed my name
from MORIYAM BEGUM to
MARIYAM BEGUM vide affidavit
IN-DL21418205257721X dated
20/01/2025 before Notary
Advocate: Rajkumar, Regd.No.-
6536, New Delhi.

0070946132-1

I, MONTUSINGHS/0PS
Chouhan, R/0 370/A/5, Third
Floor, 5, Govindpuri, Kalkaji,
Delhi-19 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as MOHINDER THAKUR.

0040769541-1

I, Kumaramitesh Amreshkumar
Singh S/0 Amresh Kumar
Singh, R/o Flat.N0-2402, Tower-
Ambrose, Sportshome
Sportscity, Techzone-4,
Greater Noida West, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UP-201318 have
changed my name to Kumar
Amitesh Singh for all future
purposes. 0070946163-1

I, Kamla Rani W/o Krishan Lal
R/0 D-198, Tagore Garden
Extension Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Raj Rani
for all purposes.

0070946157-1

I, KM. SHEEVA KHALID, D/O
KHALID SABIR QURESHI, R/O, C-
204, SWAPNALOK APARTMENT,
IN FRONT OF SBI-BEHTA,
PALAKA, BASHA, LUCKNOW,
UTTAR PRADESH-226026, have
changed my name to SHEEBA
KHALID For all future purposes.

0070946101-1

I, Gurmeet Singh Sachdeva S/o
Harbhajan Singh R/0 142/B,
2nd-Floor, LIG-Flats, Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi-110027,have
changed my-name to Gurmeet
Singh.

0040769626-5

I, Girja Tikoo Alias Girja Kher
Tikoo D/o CL Kher R/o Flat No.
D-3, Kashmir Apartments,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034 Have
Changed My Name To Girja
Kher Tikoo for all purposes.

0070946176-1

I, Geeta Sharma, W/o Jitender
Sharma, R/o C-2 Shivaji park
west Delhi-110026, have
changed my name to Geenita
Sharma.

0040769626-4

I, Dod Ashokbhai Velubhai,
resident of at Village & PO -
Badarkha,PS -Bavla, District-
Ahmedabad, State-Gujrat, PIN-
382260, have changed my son
name from Jayveer Singh to
Dod Jayveer Singh vide
Affidavit dated 16/01/2025
before Notary Public,District
Court Srinagar,Government of
Jammu and Kashmir.

0020487315-1

I, DOD Chandrika spouse of Dod
Ashokbhai Velubhai, resident
ofatVillage & PO - Badarkha,
PS-Bavla, District-Ahmedabad,
State-Gujrat, PIN-382260,have
changed my name from DOD
Chandrika to DOD Chandrika
Ashokbhai vide Affidavit dated
16/01/2025 before Notary
Public, District Court Srinagar,
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir.

0020487316-1

I, Anjani spouse of Anjani
Dhurve, resident of at Village &
PO-Meghaseoni,PS-
Chhindwara, District-
Chhindwara,State-Madhya
Pradesh,PIN-480223, have
changed my name from Anjani
to Anjani Dhurve vide Affidavit
dated 16/01/2025 before
Notary Public, District Court
Srinagar, Government of
Jammu and Kashmir.

0020487318-1

I, Ambika Kumari spouse of
Angaj Kumar, resident of at
Village & PO- Meghpur, PS -
Sursand, District-Sitamarhi,
State-Bihar,PIN-843331, have
changed my name from
Ambika Kumarito Ambica
Kumari vide Affidavit dated
16/01/2025 before Notary
Public, District Court Srinagar,
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir. 0020487317-1

I, Amandeep Kaur Sachdeva
W/0 Gurmeet Singh R/0 142/B,
2nd-Floor, LIG-Flats, Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi-110027,have
changed my-name to
Amandeep Kaur. 0040769626-6

I,hitherto known as,BALLO DEVI
alias BIMLESH,D/o-
CHIDDA,W/0O-RAJHANS,R/0-
Village -Prahladpur Post
Badoli,Sector-80
Bptp,VTC:Badoli(116),PO:Baroli
,District:Faridabad,State:
Haryana-121004,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as BALLO DEVI.

0040769582-10

I,LVarun Narinder Kumar
Maurya,S/O-Narinder Kumar
Address-A-60,Shivalik Malviya
Nagar,Delhi-110017,changed
my name to Varun Maurya.

0040769594-1

I, ASHOK SHARMA, S/O RAM
DHARISHARMA, R/O. A-1/84,
PASCHIM VIHAR, WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110063, have changed
my name to ASHOK KUMAR
SHARMA For all future
purposes. 0070946102-1

l,15446514W(NK) AJAY KUMAR
DARIJEE, R/0 Village-Dhekiajuli
Gaon, P.0.-Dhekiajuli, P.S.-
Dhekiajuli, District-Sonitpur,
Assam-784110, declare that my
mother’s nameincorrectly
updated as DHAN MAYA DEVIin
my service record and to be
corrected to DHANAMAYA DEVI
respectively, vide affidavit IN-
DL21419510744699X dated:
20/01/2025, before Notary
Advocate: Rajkumar, Regd.No.-
6536, New Delhi.

0070946131-1

l,Vaishali,D/o-Anil
Kumar,residing at,Quarter-
18,5th Floor,Type-04,Police-
Station,Mandir-Marg,Mandir
Marg Police-Colony,New Delhi-
110001,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Vaishali Tomar.

0040769594-11

I,Usha Rani Kubba,W/0-Raj
Kumar R/0-A-1/273,Paschim-
Vihar West,Delhi,Delhi-
110063,have changed my name
to Usha Rani. 0040769572-4

I,Uday Mohanrao
Bokan,S/0,Mohan Bhanudas
Bokan R/0,WZ-30, Manohar-
Park,East Punjabi-Bagh,West-
Delhi,Delhi-110026,have
changed my-minor son’s name
Dhananjay Uday Bokan to
Dhananjay Bokan. Aged-9-

l,15414830F(HAV) P MOULALLI,
R/o Village-Nalakadoddi, P.O.-
Atikelagundu, P.S.-Pathikonda,
Distt.-Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh-518347, have changed
my minor son’s name from P.
RAFEEQ AHAMMED to PINJARI
RAFEEQ AHAMMED vide
affidavit no. IN-
DL21414397732335X dated-
20/01/2025, before Notary
Advocate-Rajkumar, Regd.No.-
6536, New Delhi.

0070946141-1

years. 0040769626-3
I,Shubham
Aggarwal,S/0,Sandeep

Jindal,R/0-D-383 Gali.no-3,near
Santi Vatika Tashil Loni District
Ghaziabad,U.P,inform that,in
my 10th & 12th-marksheet
my,father name,is wrongly-
mentioned as Sandeep
Aggarwal instead,of Sandeep
Jindal.His correct,name s
Sandeep Jindal.Sandeep Jindal
and Sandeep Aggarwal are,one
ansame,person. 0040769580-1

l,15414830F(HAV) P MOULALLI,
R/o Village-Nalakadoddi, P.O.-
Atikelagundu, P.S.-Pathikonda,
Distt.-Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh-518347, have changed
my minor daughter’s name
from P. RIHAANA PARVEEN to
PINJARI RIHAANA PARVEEN
vide affidavit no. IN-
DL21412077740451X dated-
20/01/2025, before Notary
Advocate-Rajkumar, Regd.No.-
6536, New Delhi.

0070946136-1

I, EXN0-9107836H Rank Naik (TS)
Mohd Abid Mir Unit 4 JAKLIR/0
Village Markoot ,PO:Dawar,
Tehsil Gurez, District-
Bandipora,J&K declare that|
want to change the name of my
soninmy service records from
Buhran Abid Mir to Burhan
Abid Mirin my Service Records.
Anybody having objection may
inform JAK LI Records within7
days of publication.

0020487312-1

| hitherto known as Babu Sahab
s/o0 Kishor Tanti, R/0 Kh.N0.156,
Pansali, North West Delhi,
Delhi-110042, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Kumar Babu Sahab
Raj. 0040769553-1

| Saumya Makkar D/o Sh.
Prashant Makkar R/o B-70, New
Rajinder Nagar, Central
Delhi,New Delhi-110060, have
changed my name from
Saumya Makkar to Saumya
Anand for all future purposes.

0040769544-1

I,Sanjiv Kumar S/o Shiv Charan
Lal R/0-92 G/F,Gali No.6,East
azad Nagar,Delhi-110051,Have
Changed My Name To Sanju.

0040769594-6

I Govinda Rajan Nair S/o
Narayanan Nair R/o H-No-1-
112/WE/E/B/711,FlatNo-711,
EastBlock, Western Exotica,
Maharshi Marg, Shilpa Park,
Kondapur, K.V.Rangareddy,
Telangana-500084, have
changed my name to Govinda
Rajan Narayanan 0070946148-1

I,Abhishek S/o Sh. Om Bir
Singh,R/o H.N0.350,B-Block
Street N0.12,0m
Nagar,Badarpur,New Delhi-
110044,have changed my
name,from Abhishek to Abhishek
Rana,for further,all purposes.

0040769588-1

I,hitherto known as,PRAGATI
KUMARI,DOUGHTER OF,SHRI
NARENDRA KUMAR JHA,R/0-
Q,158/A,GALI NO.6,SAINIK-
CHOWK MOHAN-
GARDEN,UTTAM-NAGAR,
WEST,DELHI-110059,have
changed my name and BIRTH
DATE i.e.06.11.2009 shall
hereafter be known
as,PRAGATIJHA AND MY-
BIRTH-DATE 1S-23.03.2010.

0040769582-2

I,hitherto known as,MOHANI
DEVI ALIAS MUNNI DEVI,D/O-
BACHE SINGH RATELA,W/0O-
TARA SINGH,R/0O-H.NO.E-
356,GALI.NO.15,KHAJOORI
KHAS, KARAWAL-
NAGAR,NORTH-EAST,DELHI-
110094,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as MUNNIDEVI. 0040769582-3

I,Sanjay Kumar S/o0 Ram
Naresh,R/0 H.No.F-46,A Gali
No.16,Near Hasanpur
Depo,Madhu-Vihar,Patpar
Ganj,Delhi-110092,inform that
Sanjay Kumar and Sanjay both
are same and one person.

0040769539-1

I,SONIKA LOHIYA,D/O
RAJENDER,R/0-12, GANGDAS-
MOHALLA AYA-NAGAR NEW-
DELHI-110047 have changed my
name to SONIKA,for all,future
purpose. 0040769588-9

I,SHRADDHA D/O KISHAN
KUMAR,R/0O 2410 HUDSON
LINE,GTB NAGAR,DELHI-
110009,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHRADDHA RANI.

0040769572-5

I,SHABANA BHATI,W/O -
FARMOOD ALIR/O-FLAT NO-
106,TOWER EBONY-
A,SHALIMAR CITY,SHALIMAR
GARDEN,GHAZIABAD,UTTAR
PRADESH-201005,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SALONI. 0040769626-1

I,Rajender S/o Bhuwal Yadav
R/0-113/A, Gali-No-13, Noor
Nagar, Jamia Nagar, Delhi-
110025 have changed my name
to Rajender Yadav for all
purposes 0070946155-1

I,RAVI KUMAR,S/O-RAM
KARAN,RESIDING AT,B-
187,POCKET-1,KENDRIYA
VIHAR-2,SECTOR-82,
NOIDA,GAUTAM BUDDHA
NAGAR,U.P.-201301,HAVE
CHANGED THE NAME OF MY-
MINOR DAUGHTER SHANAYA
KUMAR ALIAS KIARHA KUMAR
AGED-6YEARS AND SHE SHALL
HEREAFTER BE KNOWN AS
KIARHA KUMAR. 0040769594-4

I,RAMESH CHANDRA-S/0O-
JAMNA PRASAD,R/0O-15,T-
HUTS,CAMP NO.2,BHIM
NAGAR,WEST DELHI,DELHI-
110087,have changed my name
to RAMNAGINA. 0040769594-2

I,Prem Chand,S/o Tek Chand
Goyal,R/0-Plot.N0.91,Block-A
PitamPura,Delhi-110034,have
changed my name to Prem
Chand Goyal. 0040769600-4

I,Ajay Kumar S/o0 Ram
Mehar,R/0 E-1055,Dabua
Colony,NIT,Faridabad,have
changed my name ot Ajay
Yadav. 0040769572-3

I,Praveen Saxena S/o Jagdish
Behari Saxena R/0-A-
297,Block-A
Prashant,Vihar,Rohini Delhi-
110085,inform tht my Father’s
name Jagdish Behari Saxena
and Jagdish Bihari both,name
are Same,person. 0040769605-4

I,hitherto known as,MEHAR
TABA USMAN,W/0O-UMAR
ZAKI,R/0-86,AB GROUND-
FLOOR(C-18)JOHRI-FARM
LANE-3,JAMIA-NAGAR
OKHLA,NEW DELHI-
110025,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as MEHAR UMAR.

0040769588-5

I,Guddi Devi W/0 Kailash
Chand,R/0 A-17,Ganeshpuri,
Shalimar
Garden,Sahibabad,Ghaziabad
have changed my name to
Gaytri Devi,for all,future
purposes.

0040769576-2

l,Esha Chawla,W/0-Puneet
Chawla,R/0-Flat.N0.69,HEWO
Apartments,Sector-15,Part-
2,Gurugram( Haryana)
122001,changed my-Minor
Son’s name,from Yaksh
Dhiman to Yaksh Chawla.

0040769600-6

I,Pradeep Kumar S/o Shri Om
Prakash,R/0-WZ-220A,Tilak
Nagar,New Delhi-110018,have
Changed my name to Pardeep
kumar,for all future purposes.

0040769536-1

I,Pappy S/o Rishi Pal,R/0 T-41-
B,Part-1,Near Durga
Mandir,Jain Colony, Uttam
Nagar,West Delhi,Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to Pushpendr R Pal for all
purposes. 0040769537-3

I,PUJA DEWAN,W/0-MR.ASHISH
DEWAN,R/0-A-289, Sector-
43,Noida,inform that PUJA
DEWAN & POOJA DEWAN &
PUJA JAIN & POOJA JAIN DEWAN
are all,names are same
person.My correct nameis
PUJA DEWAN,for all,future
purpose.

0040769594-5

I,Neelesh Rajput S/o Indresh
Rajput R/o Plot
No0.604,UGF,Sector-5,Vaishali,
Ghaziabad,have changed my
name to Nilesh Rajput.

0040769576-1

ILNISHKARSH S/O-DINESH
KUMAR,R/O WZ-54A,GALI.NO-
2-3,KRISHNA PURI DELHI-
110018,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NISHKARSH JAGIA.

0040769600-10

I,Mukesh Kumar S/o Shri
Chander Bhan Goyal R/0-F1U-
173,Pitampura Delhi-110034
have changed my nameto
Mukesh Kumar Goyal

0040769605-1

I,Mohammad saalim
Qureshi,S/0-Haji Mohammad
Yousuf,R/0-11090,East Park
Road,Doriwalan,Karol
Bagh,Central Delhi-
110005,have change my minor
son,name Mohd. Arhaan,to
Mohammad Arhaan
Qureshi,for all future,purpose.

0040769588-4

I,GULAFSHA PARVEEN,C/0
Mustageem Ahmed,R/0 House.
No.B-60,Third Floor,Pocket-1,
Jasola,Jamia Nagar,New Delhi-
110025,have changed my name
from GULAFSHA to GULAFSHA
PARVEEN,for all future
purpose. 0040769594-7

ILEsha Dhiman,W/0 Puneet
Chawla,R/0-Flat.N0.69,HEWO-
Apartments,Sector-15,Part-
2,Gurugram(Haryana) 122001,
have changed my nameto Esha
Chawla. 0040769600-5

I,Dharam Beer,S/0 Kahan
Chand,H.No.-401 GATE.-5,NEW-
JAGANNATH-VIHAR,PANIPAT
(Haryana)-132103,have
changed my nameto
Dharamveer. 0040769600-8

I,DHARMENDER,S/0 Jagdish
Prasad,R/0-16/30,Dakshin Puri
Extn.,New Delhi-110062,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as NITIN
ROHILLA. 0040769572-6

I,DARYSABEL NORALES,W/0O-
ROHTASH R/0-GANDHRA
44,ROHTAKHARYANA-124501,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAMETO
SUNITADEVI. 0040769600-11

I,CHANDRESHWER YADAYV, S/0,
RASIK LAL YADAV,R/0O-169,
MANSI VIHAR, SECTOR-23,
SANJAY NAGAR, GHAZIABAD,
UTTAR PRADESH-201001,have
changed my nameto
CHANDRESHWAR YADAV.

0040769600-9

LLArun Kumar Gupta S/o Sat
Narayan Gupta,R/0 Plot
No0.39,0m Vihar Phase-1, Uttam
Nagar,West Delhi,Delhi-
110059,have changed my name
to Arun Garg for all purposes.

0040769537-5

I,Archana Wati Saxena/Archna
Saxena W/o Praveen Saxena
R/0 A-297,Block-A Prashant
Vihar Rohini Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Archana
Saxena 0040769605-3

I,Manmeet Singh Sethi,S/0
Inderjeet Singh,R/0O-House
Number-28,2nd floor,Jangpura
Bhogal,New Delhi-110014,Have
Change My Name To Manmit
Singh Sethi,For All,Future
Purpose. 0040769594-3

I,Manish alias Mahesh Kumar
Mahalwal S/o Chander
Bhan,R/0 H.No.74,Madngir
Village,Dr. Ambedkar Nagar,
Pushpa Bhawan
S.0.,SouthDelhi,Delhi -
110062,have changed my name
to Mahesh Kumar Mahalwal for
all purposes. 0040769537-4

I,Malti Devi W/o Sanjay
Kumar,R/o H.No.F-46,A Gali
No.16,Near Hasanpur
Depo,Madhu-Vihar,Patpar
Ganj,Delhi-110092,inform that
Malti Devi and Malti Pal both
are same and one person.

0040769539-2

I,MOHD FARMAN,S/O-MOHD
VAKIL,R/O
H.NO.165A,GALI.NO.10,MAIN
CENTRAL ROAD,GHAFFAR
MANZIL,JAMIA-NAGAR,SOUTH
DLEHI,DELHI-110025,That my
minor son-name is mentioned
in DevSamaj School is AAHIL
FARMAN.My son correct-name
is MOHD AAHIL and aged-12-
years. 0040769582-9

I,MD SHAMS ANWAR,S/O-
SHAMSUZZAMA,H.NO-
16/C,BLOCK-B,BHAGWATI-
GARDEN UTTAM-NAGAR,NEW
DELHI-110059,have changed
my name to SHAMS ANWAR,for
all,future purpose.

0040769576-3

I, MANSI KESARWANI W/0 MANU
KESARWANI & D/o VINOD
JINDAL R/0-D-25, Model Town
I1,G.T.B Nagar,Delhi-
110009,have changed my name
to MANSI JKESARWAANI.

0040769605-5

I,LKuwar Raj Singh,S/0 Amarjeet
Singh,R/0-C-2/5,Vasant Vihar-
1,South-West,Delhi-
110057,Have Changed My-
Minor Son Name,from Adhiraj
Singh to Adhirajsingh Bhatia.

0040769600-7

ILHAR SAHAI MEENA S/o0 Sukhpal
Meena R/o Echeri,Dausa
Rajasthan-303323,have
changed my name to
HARSAHAY MEENA

0040769605-2

I,Kusum Rangwala,W/0,Ram
Babu Gupta,R/0-H.no-50,Block-
A,Sector-31,Noida
GautamBudh Nagar,UP-
201301,Have changed my name
to Kusum Gupta,for
all,purposes. 0040769582-6

I,Kanika Hassaria alias
Kanika,W/o0-Deepesh
Hissaria,R/0-24/60-61,SF,West
Patel-Nagar,Delhi-8,have
changed my name to Kanika
Hissaria 0040769588-2

I,Kamla Devi Nim,W/0-Shri Om
Prakash,R/0-M-
2,404,Subhdham
Appartment,Sec-2,Rajendra
Nagar,Sahibabad
Ghaziabad,UP-201005,have
changed my name,from Kamla
DeviNim,to Kamla
Nim,Henceforth l,would be
known,by the name,of Kamla
Nim,for all future,purposes.

0040769588-10

I,KUMARI BIBHA,D/0 CHANDRA
MOHAN PANDEY,R/0O-D-
1306,ARIHANT ARDEN,
PLOT.NO-GH 07A,SECTOR-
1,GREATER NOIDA-
WEST,BISHRAKH,GAUTAM
BAUDDHA-NAGAR-
201306,U.P.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO BIBHA KUMARI,FOR
ALL,THE PURPOSES

0040769588-3

I,Jyoti W/o Ajay,R/0 Village
Sarurpur,Ballabgarh,Faridaba
d,have changed my name to
Jyoti Kumari,for all,future
purposes. 0040769572-1

I,Jitin Kumar,S/o Sukhbir
Singh,H.No.57D,wWard No.17,
Arya-Nagar,Jhajjar (Haryana)-
124103,have changed my name
to Jitin Ahlawat.

0040769600-2

I,Gopal Das S/o0 Murari Lal
Mittal,R/0472,Gali No.18,
Bhikam Colony,Ballabgarh
have changed my nameto
Gopal Mittal. 0040769572-2

I, Anoop w/0-Suraj katarya,R/0
H.no-1414,Sector-17C,
Gurugram-122001,Haryana
Have changed my nameto
Anoop Katarya,for all purposes

0040769582-7

I,Adishri Charla Gupta,W/o-Nitin
Gupta,R/0-10,Birch
Court,Nirvana Country,Sector-
50, Gurgaon, Haryana, 122018,
have changed my nameto
Adishri Charla,for all,purposes.

0040769582-1

I,Abhishek S/o Sh. Om Bir
Singh,R/0 H.N0.350,B-Block
Street N0.12,0m Nagar,
Badarpur,New Delhi-
110044,have changed my
name,from Abhishek to
Abhishek Rana,for further,all
purposes. 0040769600-1

I,Aanchal Gaba W/o Udit
Malik,R/0 524,3rd-Floor,Sector-
31,Gurgaon(Haryana),Have
changed my Name Aanchal
Malik. 0040769600-3

I, Vineet Kumar S/o Late Shri
Nathu Singh R/01/339,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, U.P. -
201012 declare that my
mother’s name as Anita Singh
and Anita Singh @ Jaikali are
forthe same person. That my
mother’s nameinrecords,is
Anita Singh. 0070946152-1

I, Singh Amreshkumar Sarjug
S/o0 Saryug Singh, R/o0 D/29, DR
PrabhuNath Singh Road,
Ajanta Niketan Colony,
Phulwari, Patna, Bihar-800024
have changed my nameto
Amresh Kumar Singh for all
future purposes. 0070946173-1

I, SUSHMA alias SUSHMA
CHAUHAN D/o Ram Bahadur
Verma, R/0 H.N0.111/8,
Prakash Mohalla, East of
Kailash, New Delhi-110065 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as SEEMA.

0040769554-1

I, SUDERSHAN LAL ARORA S/O
SHYAM DASS ARORA R/0 2141,
1st FLOOR, TRINAGAR, DELHI-
110035 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SUDERSHAN ARORA
FORALL FUTURE PURPOSES.

0070946144-1

I, Raghuwansh Bhusan Sharma
S/o0 Raghuraj Sharan Sharma
R/o Near Railway Gate
Mukhtiyar Ganj, shivanchal
bhawan, Raghurajnagar,
Satna, Madhya Pradesh, 485001
have changed my nameto
Raghuwansh Bhushan Sharma
for all future purposes.

0070946174-1

I Ramkishor S/0 Jaiprakash R/O
C-8/138, gf, Yamuna vihar, Delhi
-53, have changed my name to
Ramkishor Gupta for all future
purcha

0040769626-10

I,Min Kyounghee,D/0,Min
Hawng Gi,R/0,104,Doedeok-
Daero 556 Beon-gil,Yuseong-
gu,Daejeon,Republic of,Korea.l
have,lost my,M.A.
in,politics(specializing in
international-
relation),Marksheet in JNU
Campus,New.Delhi
0on.01.07.2017.The Marksheet-
were issued,by
JNU,New.Delhi.Finder-
Contact.9592645495

0040769626-7

I,AMITABH,S/O-NARENDRA
KUMAR,R/0O-A-52,Aditi-
Cooperative Group-Housing
Society,l.P.Extension, Delhi-
110092,have changed the name
of my-minor son,VIVAN,aged-
13-years and he shall hereafter
be known VIVAN ANAND.

0040769626-9

Lost my original Allotment
Letter, Possession Letter, BBA
or other Property Papers of TDI
Flat N0.S3/703, Kundli, Sonipat
(Haryana).Finder may Contact-
Prekshya Singhal at
H.No.13VasudhaEnclave,
Pitampura,Delhi-110034

0040769545-1

I, Amit Kumar Garg 5/0 Lt 5h.
|Shrl Niwas Garg, RO D-13 A8,
{Model Town [Il, Delhi 110009
property papers of my company,|
“TRUMEN STATIONERY MFG.
(CO.- (P} LTD., having arl-:‘]rE'E‘S_E
PLOT MNO. 102, POCKET C, IFC)
|(GHAZIPUR, BELHI 11009& have)
seEen lost, property documentsf
\Allotment letter, Sanction|
Letter, Lease Deed, Possession|
Iletter, Completion LEttEF,.:
(Physical Possession Letter,)
Mutation Letter and other
Important Property|
|documents. Finder may pleasa;
(contact SR11524159,

LOST & FOUND

I, Himanshu Mittal, S/0
Manohar Lal Mittal, residing at
C-194, Paramount Golf Foreste,
Site C, Opp. Zeta-1, Greater
Noida, Kasna, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, U.P-201310, have
lost/stolen my original
property allotment letter dated
07/MAY/2024, original
possession letter & builder
payment receipts Between
M/S Jai krishan Estate Pvt Ltd.
& Himanshu Mittal of my
property office number 216, D1,
Krishna apraplaza, Alpha-1,
Commercial Belt, greater
Noida, somewhereits use
elsewhere would be illegal, and
if found or any objection please
return/contactinabove
address. 0070946171-1

Original documents of Property
No.T-466, 3rd-Floor, Baljeet
Nagar, Patel Nagar,New Delhi-
110008, has lost.Finder
contact:Puneet Sethi S/o
Ashok Kumar Sethi Mobile-
N0.7042426942 0040769626-8

..:a;'.indianexpress.mm

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to all concerned that by
the Conveyance Deed dated 16/07/2004
pertaining to Flat No:191-G, Pkt- 4,
Mayur Vihar phase-1, Delhi 110091 is
allotted to Mr S.P. Pal S/O late Shri
Bhavani Sing, R/O -D-1001,
Neelpadam Kunj, Sec-1, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, who is selling his above said
property to Mrs. Vijayalaxmi Manjunath
Meled W/o Manjunath Meled R/o Flat
No. 194-G, pkt-4, Mayur Vihar, phase-1.
Delhi-110091. In the sale deed of this
property by Mr S.P. PAL, his wife Mrs.
Meena w/o S.P. Pal will be signing the
sale deed as a witness at the time of
registration of documents i.e. sale deed.
If anyone has/have any objection to this,
he/she may file his/her any objection
along with the sufficient proof in the
residential department of the DDA or
the seller or the purchaser or the State
Bank of India, Unity One Mall Branch
within 15 days from the date of
publication of Notice.

Sd/-
ANUJ SAINI
Advocate
Chamber No. K-162/A, 1st Floor,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large hereby informed that my
clients Sh. Gurmeet Singh Gambhir and
Smt. Harbir Kaur Gambhir both R/o
M-475, Guru Harkishan Nagar, Paschim
Vihar, New Delhi-110087, have debarred
and disowned their son namely Harjot
Singh Gambhir and Daughter-in-law
namely Ms. Jasleen Kaur W/o Harjot
Singh Gambhir and their Grand-son namely
Master Teghnoor Singh Gambhir S/o Sh.
Harjot Singh Gambhir from their all
movable and immovable properties due to
their disrespectful and hostile behavior and
also severed all their relations with them. If
anybody deals with them in any manner,
he/she shall do so at his/her own risks, costs
and consequences. My clients shall not in
any manner be liable and responsible for the
same.

Sd/-
Sunil Kumar Kaushik
Advocate
Ch. No. 1509,
Rohini District Courts,
New Delhi-110085

Public Notice

It is hereby informed that my clients
S. SURENDER SINGH & his wife
SMT. SURINDER KAUR have
disowned their son S. KARAMIJEET
SINGH and daughter-in-law Ms. TIMSI
from their all moveable & immovable
properties and severed all relations with
them due to their agressive attitude,
misbehaviour and misconduct. My
clients shall not be responsible in future
for any acts of their disowned son and
daughter-in-law.
Sd/-
RAVI BHARGAVA
(Advocate)

D-1772/07,152-A WEST
AZAD NAGAR DELHI-51

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ganaral Public hereby inform thal
tha F“rl:lparlgl bearing No. FIRST
FLOOR DF B-123. DERAWAL
NAGAE, DELHI=1T0ME {Harein
refarrad o the suit propery), On
the aboveseid propery, The
Hon'ble Court of Haohini (Rarth
Ristricl), Db has been pHessed
o GRANT STAY ON THE FIRST
FLOOR of the sbovesaid  suil
proparty - vide order daled-
10.08.2024 in the case lifled as
GURJEET SIMGH AND ANR. Vs
RACHMA KHANBA AND ANFR.
Case Mo, G5 DJ 30323, Al
tha ganaral Public is advisad in
good fadth not to be enfar inbo any
kird &l deal wilth the abovesaind
suif proparty Tor the sake-of any
Legal Hurdla_ By issusd
VoK. Puri Puri & Puri (Advocatas)
A-G4, L.GF, Guiranwala Town,
Part-1, Dealki-1104008

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that MR. HIMMAT
SINGH KHURANA, died on 16.11.2004
(and his wife namely SMT. GIAN KAUR
also pre-deceased him, having died on
12.02.1999), leaving behind following
Class-1, legal heirs S. SURINDER PAL
SINGH (Son), MRS. RAJINDER KAUR

(Daughter), MRS. BALBIR KAUR
(Daughter), S. PARAM JEET SINGH
KHURANA (Son) and S. MOHAN JEET
SINGH KHURANA (Son) as per the
provision of the Hindu Succession
Act, 1956.

Any person(s) claiming any right, interest
having any objection or found in legal heirs,
may write/contact within ten (10) days of
this notice to ARVINDER KAUR
KHURANA at First Floor, J-70, Saket,
New Delhi- 110017.

The person claiming any right, interest,
objections with respect to the above can
personally inform or write within ten (10)
days of this notice to RAJA VINAY
SINGH AND PRIYANKA at Flat no. 10,
Plot no. D-95, Paryavaran Complex,
IGNOU Road, Saidulajaib, New

Delhi-110030
Sd/-
Gopal Bihari (Advocate)
SP-51, Pandav Nagar,
Delhi-110092
PUBIC NOTICE

This is to inform to the public at large that
my clientess Ms. Duramani Sharma D/o
late Shri Mahabir Singh Sharma R/o Flat
No.163, Sector D-6, Kaveri, Vasant
Kunj, Delhi-110070 has disowned,
debarred and disinherited her real
sisters Ms. Rashmi Sharma and Smt.
Jaishree @ Shreya Dham W/o Shri Lalit
Dham and their entire families and
families of father's side as well as
mother's side from all her moveable and
immoveable properties. My clientess
has severed all her relations with them
and will not be responsible for the acts,
commissions or omission of Ms. Rashmi
Sharma and Smt. Jaishree @ Shreya
Dham and their entire families and
families of father's side as well as
mother's side and any body dealing with
them will be doing so at his/her own risk.
Further more they are debarred from
even entering house of my clientess
during her life or even at the time of her
death. Rajesh Kumar Sharma
ADVOCATE CHAMBER: 484, Eastern
Wing. Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

25123, 331 Industrial Area,
Jehangirpuri, Delhi-110033
Bat 1] keniram R0l thal iy clent has agreed
to purchase 8351-23, 851 Indusirial Area
atangrpun, Defbi-Xd measuring 1210
2. vla o Hs pwner Sienca Wiekdes P
Lid. frough its Dractor Mre. Prithl Arora
vide a it agreement i sell
Substantial Advance morey under the said
agresment hak snesdy been paid fa e
danars by my dignl. The said agreemsnt
g walid, Subsisling and binding: The
OENEN e RoD LOMaG lorwiaed 5o Tulkll
fner parod tha conjacd
Genera publc. 15 herely wamed nal o
dezgl ar ransact in any manner whalsoeser
Wit he owvnees with I'-E'QEI"I] W tha sl
property, filing which the s5ama shall ba
bl o prod fghls of iy chenl undear e
said Bgresment. My cliend 5 ako in the
grocess of fling cimicsal ael Gyl aclions
B &t Ihe =aed owners, &2 Ty i3]
wamaniad undariha aw
Sanjay Sharma (Adwocaba)
Ch.Mo. 48, WWW, Tis Hazan Courds. Dathi
D531

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public that the original
documents of buyer builder Agreement & Allotment
letter of flat KLD T-13/0703, TDI LAKEGROVE
APARTMENT, Kundli, Sonepat, Haryana
purchased from TDIINFRACORP (INDIA) LTD now
owned by Mrs. Gauri Sachdeva D/O Late Shri
Shyam Sunder Passy have been lost/misplaced
somewhere. An FIR has already been registered
vide LR N0.2449605/2024 on Dated 31/12/2024
regarding this matter. Subsequently, TDI Infracorp
India Ltd. taken certified true copy of said plot buyer
builder Agreement & Allotment letter from registrar
Office And handover to party as in future used as
original, for sale, purchase, mortgage, or any other
legal or financial transactions. If anyone locates the
original property papers, they are kindly requested
to submit them to TDI Infracorp ( India) Ltd, UGF,
Vandana Building, Tolstoy Marg, Canndught Palace,
Delhi. And also inform the rightful owner, Mrs.
Gauri Sachdeva D/O Late Shri Shyam Sunder

nerzl publc at

Infomesation & gaen te
I Elha1rn|.'|:ﬂ!r|_t Kntak Mahindra Benk
Lﬁ, 2 Floor, Epiceh Mall, Mati Nagar,

New [Oethi has lagt the Orginal
Gomayance [eed datad 10707897
pumcuted by PO through DO in favoae of
M Jeewan Jyoti Vi in mepect of
hr:q:wer[ bearng 631, Mew Regnder
agar, New Dalhi vide Ooe. No-5494,
Book Ko |, Vol Mo, B504, PG 4852, SR
[1l, Dalhe, Rogd. Om 26.12.1887
Complaini has besn [odged on
J0.01.2025 fLest raport Mo, 9922
J0F5|, Pefice Staton Wakola, Mumbs,
Makaragiva, Any parsan finds the zame is
negungied Iy 221t I Uhe abine memtinned
address. Mizose of lhe soed document
may_attraci fagal action wndar refavant
ﬂrﬁilms af the Law of the land.
ny persoesl, institutmnis| hanng ey
clam andior phjsction o resgect of tha
sad progerty shall communicste the
eame B0 tEe underzigned al our address
withia 07 days frem the publicabion of
thes notee wth documendary evilecs m
sppart theraof, Tading which &l the
claim, of =uch  personisimstiution]s)
ghgll not he hindng wan the zaid
pregerty or purchaser
Mohd K. Hussain {Aduncais)
2724, Ground Flear, Jangpwes Estension
Mear Kasheting Pick, Mevs Delte 1 10014

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public that the original
documents of buyer builder Agreement & Allotment
letter of flat KLD T-12/0604, TDI LAKEGROVE
APARTMENT, Kundli, Sonepat, Haryana
purchased from TDIINFRACORP (INDIA) LTD now

owned by Mr. Girish Sachdeva S/O Late Shri
Nawal Kishore Sachdeva have been lost/misplaced
somewhere. An FIR has already been registered
vide LR N0.2449601/2024 on Dated 31/12/2024
regarding this matter. Subsequently, TDI Infracorp
India Ltd. taken certified true copy of said plot buyer
builder Agreement & Allotment letter from registrar
Office And handover to party as in future used as
original, for sale, purchase, mortgage, or any other
legal or financial transactions. If anyone locates the
original property papers, they are kindly requested
to submit them to TDI Infracorp ( India) Ltd, UGF,
Vandana Building, Tolstoy Marg, Canndught Palace,
Delhi. And also inform the rightful owner, Mr. Girish
Sachdeva S/0 Late Shri Nawal Kishore Sachdeva

9310480836 Issued by: TDI INFRACORP INDIA
LTD. NEW DELHI.

“"IMPORTANT"”
Whilst care is taken prior to

acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot

Passy 9811058611 Issued by:TDI INFRACORP
INDIALTD. NEW DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my clients
Sh. Bhagirath Prasad Rohtan S/o
Prahlad Kishan Rohtan and Smt.
Sushila Rohtan W/o Sh. Bhagirath
Prasad Rohtan R/o 98/99, Third
Floor, Pocket-11B, Sector-23, Rohini,
North West Delhi-110085 have
disowned/debarred their son Sumer
Rohtan from all their movable &
immovable properties and have
severed all relations due to his
misconduct. Any person dealing

be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies

. . . . or entering into any
with hlm shall be doing at his/her agreements with advertisers
own risk. or otherwise acting on an

PRAVEEN RASTOGI
(Advocate)

advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

lr‘f!!_f'ﬁ_ﬁgf, Punjab State Power Corporation Limited |

Regd. Office PSEB Head Office, The Mail, Patiala - 147001
Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813 Website: www.pspcl.in
Office of Chief Engineer, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat
Email: ce-gndtp@pspcl.in

Expression of Interest

Dy. Chief Engineer, GNDTP Bathinda invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from

interested parties for sale of Pond ash from Ash Dyke Area of GNDTP Bathinda from

01.01.2025 to 31.12.2025. Detail is available at our website www.pspcl.in Last date for

submission is 31.01.2025 at 12:30 PM.

NOTE:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at official PSPCL
Website. www.pspcl.in

No. 40951/PB GNDTP-01/25

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001)
_"H"_, Co

rporate identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813 Website: wwwpspcl.in
(Phone No. 01881-275289) E-mail: se-hq-ggsstp-ropar@pspcl.in

E-Tender Enquiry No. 7642/P-2/EMP-12872 Dated 13.01.2025

Dy. Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Purchase Cell-2) GGSSTP,

Rupnagar invites E- Tender ID No. 2025 POWER 132828 1 for

procurement of turbine speed sensor at GGSSTP, Rupnagar.

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 15.01.2025 onwards..

Note: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No. 40953/PB

RTP 09/25

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)

Corporate identity Number U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: wwwpspcl.in (Contact Number 96461-07151)

Tender Inquiry no. 650/GHTP/EMC/SSMC-43/Vol-16 Dated 16/01/2025

Dy. Chief Engineer/Electrical Maintenance Circle, Guru Hargobind Thermal Plant,
Lehra Mohabbat, invites E-tender for Breakdown, Periodical, Preventive and Shut down
maintenance of 220 KV Switchyard, 66 KV Switchyard, 66 KV substation, all
Transformers and allied equipment like superstructures, cables etc. of GHTP Stage-1 &
II and operation & maintenance of Transformer Oil filtration sets under Substation
Maintenance Cell. GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat, District: Bathinda, Punjab as per details
given in the tender specifications for a period of one year on lump-sum basis For
detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
21-01-2025 from 11:00am onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum,
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
No. 40950/PB

if any will be published online at

GHTP 06/25 |

Vistaar Financial Services Pvt Ltd

YISTARR Registered Office: Plot No 59 & 60- 23,22nd Cross, 29th Main

BTM 2nd Stage, Bengaluru 560076. www.vistaarfinance.com

DEMAND NOTICE
NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION
OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002

NOTICE is hereby given by Vistaar Financial Services Pvt Ltd (VFSPL), that the following
borrowers who have availed loan against property from Vistaar Financial Services Pvt Ltd
and failed to pay Equated Monthly Installments (EMIs) of their loan to and that their loan
account has been classified as Non-performing Asset as per the guidelines issued by
Reserve Bank of India. The Borrowers have provided security of the immovable property
towards the loan, the details of which are described herein below. The details of the loan and
the amounts outstanding and payable by the borrowers to Vistaar Financial Services Pvt
Ltd as on date are also indicated here below. The borrowers as well as the public in general
are hereby informed that the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Vistaar Financial
Services Pvt Ltd, the secured creditor has initiated action against the following borrowers
under the provisions of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the SARFAESI Act). If the following borrowers
fails to repay the outstanding dues indicated against their names within 60 (Sixty) days of this
notice along with further interest and other charges if any, the undersigned will exercise any
one or more of the powers conferred on the Secured Creditor under sub-section (4) of Section
13 of the SARFAESI Act, including power to take possession of the property and sell the
same. The publicin generalis advised not to deal with property described here below.

Account Name of the Borrowers Total Loan Total Loan
No and Co-Borrowers | Outstanding (in INR) |Outstanding As On
0255SBML00683 | 1. Mr/Mrs. Narender Pal Rs.2,859,964.56/- 06-01-2025
0255SBML00684 | 2. Mr/Mrs. BhartiPal | Rs.110,760.78/- 06-01-2025
Total | Rs.29,70,725.34/-

Description of the Secured Asset: All That Piece and Parcel Of immovable property in
respect of built up Property bearing No C-6/36, area measuring 65 Sq.Yds |.e 54.34 Sq.
Mtrs, Khasra no 578 situated at Village Beharipur,in the abadi of Gali no 6, Dayalpur, lllaga
Shahdara DELHI-110094 Owned by Mrs Bharti Pal W/o Narender Pal duly registered in
SRO IV-Seelampur, New Delhi/Delhi as Doc. No. 2166, Book No 1, Vol No 5294, Page No
14410 155,dated 26/08/2021 bounded on the: East: Property Of Mr Devender Pal, West :
Property of Mr Laveish, North: Road 12 Feet Wide, South : Property of Mr Lukesh Kumar.

Date: 21-01-2025 Authorized Officer
Place: Delhi Vistaar Financial Services Pvt Ltd.,

@ PEPSU ROAD TRANSPORT
CORPORATION PATIALA

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-tender No: PRTC/admn./03

E-Tenders as detailed below are invited for providing manpower on outsourcing basis in
PRTC (A State Transport Undertaking) and to take over the existing manpower in PRTC
Depots/ Head Office situated at Patiala, Sangrur, Kapurthala, Faridkot, Chandigarh,
Ludhiana, Barnala, Bhudhlada and Bathinda, which is subject to increase or decrease from
time to time without any prior notice to the bidders/service providers:-

| Validity of Contract |Initially for three years which can be further
extended for another two years at the same rate with

|mutual consent.
| Earnest Money Deposit :Rs:- 10,00,000/- (Ten Lakhs only)

[ Time period for downloading & last [From Date 21.01.2025 to Date 10.02.2025 upto
date of submission of E-Tenders 17:00 hours

|Dated: 24.01.2025 in the office of Managing
Director, PRTC Patiala. After that no
[queries/objections will be entertained.

[Date 12.02.2025 Time 12:00 noon in the office of]

Pre-bid meeting

| Date and time for opening of

Technical Bids |Managing Director, PRTC Patiala.
| Cost of E-Tender Document 'Rs. 5000/- (five thousand only) + GST extra
Validity of Bid 1180 days

For participating in the above E-Tender and for detailed terms & conditions, kindly refer to
the website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. Earnest Money, Tender fee & Tender processing
fee will be paid through e-payment only. If any Corrigendum/Addendum issued by this
office regarding these tenders can be seen on website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in and
PRTC website www.pepsurtc.com. Managing Director PRTC reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all the bids without assigning any reason.
Sd/

Managing Director
Pepsu Road Transport
Corporation Patiala.

NO. 40947/PB
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ACROSS

1 Phoney admission of

poverty takes in a good man

(8)

5 Friends back strike (4)

9 Describing aboom in the

travel industry (5)

10 Support for a poor settler

(7)

11 Their job is to keep down

correspondence (12)

13 Owns permits (6)

14 Leader of a press gang

(6)

17 Successor clearly seen

(4,8)

20 Sweet courses prepared

(7)

21 This sort of room calls for

ample space (5)

22 They enable backward-

looking people to progress
4

23 Unusual tint seen in
conscious condition (8)

DOWN

1 Cut down thismonthina
way (4)

2 Aduck that comestoa
pointed conclusion (7)

3 The arm kept up one’s sleeve?
(6,6)

4 Capital piece of terra cotta
wanted (6)

6 Locking device made in

at Charleston (5)

7 Compelling influence of
cunning rep’s ruse(8)

8 Wager about more fractious
hands causing confusion (12)
12 Scotsman going to his
doctor is just showing off (8)
15 Decimal base equal to
being rationally defensible (7)
16 Field a ball perhaps

(6)

18 Imprisoned dog to suffer
(5)

19 A heavy blow during the
midshipman’s watch (4)

Solutions Crossword 5578 Across: 1Parallels, 8 Tutor, 9 Comment, 10 Eponym, 11
Dearth, 12 Elephant, 15 Martinet, 18 Income, 20 Tallow, 21 Failure, 22 Sense, 23
Dependant Down: 2 Arose, 3 Admire, 4 Luncheon, 5 Stop up, 6 Etonian, 7 Brimstone,
11 Dramatist, 13 Estimate, 14 Ireland, 16 Ironed, 17 Scaled, 19 Moron

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Discussions should
@ animated in the
extreme. Also, for
entirely clear, work develops an
emotional dimension.It's
asasortof surrogate family,
with all that this implies.
[ know that many
@ of you have been
emotional mangle,
butIhope that you see now
are not one to bear grudges,
in spite of your stubborn
sorry episodes and upsets
will soon be forgotten.

be lively, not to say
some reason which is not
almost as if colleagues function
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

throughan
that it was all worth it. You
reputation, sol hope that all
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

Some astrologers
will be forecasting
personal tiffs this
week, and I'd agree

that these are very likely.

However, [ want to take your

horoscope one stage further

and suggest that you bide

your time, bite your tongue
and maintain a discreet,
diplomatic silence.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Anumber of
revelations should
have crept up on
you over the past

few weeks, and you may have

aclearer realisation of who
you are and where you're
going. However, your new
understanding is instinctive
and therefore extremely
difficult to put into words.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

Do you now realise
that you must stand
up and be counted
forwhoyouare,

not for the person others

want you to be? Take a spot

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Travel plans and

communications

are to the fore, but it

won't be the end of
the world if a few plans have to
be delayed. In two weeks'
time, and again in four weeks'
time, you'll be able to bring
your intentions to fruition, so
don't expect the earth to move
this week.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Somehow, your best
efforts may begin to
come adrift. You
may hold things

together by realising that you

and you alone are responsible,
and also by checking up on

all financial angles and

implications. But can you really

afford it? That s the question.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 -Dec22)
There's still a great
deal of optimism
around, but you
must take care of

first things first. This means

dealing with money, making
essential purchases, arranging
vital investments or taking
steps to raise your earnings.

Take alook around yourself,

there's someone who deserves

to benefit from your generosity.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Symbolically
speaking, the Moon
isunder your
control. In plain
language this means that family
members and people you live
with, must be at your beck and
call. Play your cards rightand
you'll get almost anything you
want out of almost anybody.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
There will be fiddly
loose ends to be tied
up, mainly at work,
but also in certain
private affairs. It's time to
consider other people,and a

of astrological advice and be self-centred attitude may cost
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CSRINITIATIVE— HUDCO (g m CAMP—NCC

Tokhan Sahu, the Union Minister of State for Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA), distributed assistive devices such as mot-
orized tricycles, tricycles, wheelchairs, walking sticks, behind-
the-ear hearing aids, Sugamya canes, and other essential aids to
senior citizens and divyangjan at Tifra, Bilaspur. This initiative
was carried out under HUDCQ’s CSR programme.
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MOA —REC

[

Chhattisgarh.

REC Limited, signed an Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with the
District Health Society (DHS) Raipur under its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative. REC has committed financial assistance
of Rs 2.01 crores for the procurement of health equipment for three
Community Health Centres and the District Hospital of Raipur District,

LAUNCH — MRPL

The Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri,
launched MRPL's product, Toluene, during his visit to the refinery
recently. He also engaged in discussions with MRPL's senior officials.
With an annual production capacity of 40 TMT, MRPLS Toluene facility
exemplifies India’s progress toward self-reliance and global
competitiveness in the petrochemical sector.

I

CEREMONY — INDIAN COAST GUARD
The keel-laying ceremony of 01 Training Ship (Yard 16101) was
held at M/s Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL), Mumbai
recently. The ceremony was presided over by IG HK Sharma, TM,
Dy Director General (M&M), in the presence of the Director
(Shipbuilding), MDL & other senior officials from the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) and M/s MDL.

MOU—BHEL

BHEL & ONGC signed an MoU for exploring joint projects in the area
of New and Renewable Energy business, including Fuel Cell, Ele-
ctrolyser and Battery Energy Storage System based Projects. This
MoU will contribute to India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission and
leverage the strengths of both organizations in emerging areas within

the clean energy ecosystem.

MOA—REC

Rathakrishnan, GRI.

REC Limited signed an MoA with the Gandhigram Rural Institute &
committed financial assistance for establishing a 1MW multi-
technology ground-mounted, grid-connected solar photovoltaic
power plant for the benefit of students & research scholars at the
Gandhigram Rural Institute, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu. The agreement was
signed between Thara Ramesh, CPM REC RO Chennai and Dr. L.

EVENT —NCC

COAS General Upendra Dwivedi visited the NCC Republic Day
Parade Camp at Delhi Cantt. recently. In his address, he
encouraged the cadets to continue striving for excellence &
emphasized that serving the nation goes beyond the Armed
Forces. He also stated that the foundation laid by NCC prepares
them for leadership roles in every field.

MOU—NBCC

NBCC signed an Memorandum of Understandlng W|th Sahakari Awas Nirman Evam Vitt Nigam Ltd. for the execution of

- mixed land use development of Poorvi Vihar, Lucknow.
The Memorandum of Understanding was signed in the
presence of Dr. Suman Kumar, Director (Commercial),
NBCC by the authorized representatives of both
organizations.

LAUNCH—INDIAN BANK

UP CM Yogi Adityanath launched
Indian Bank's exclusive Mahakumbh
Mela Special Edition ATM Debit Cards
at Prayagraj recently in the presence
of Indian Bank CGM Lucknow Sudhir
Kumar Gupta, FGM Prayagraj Navin
Kumar Shrivastava, ZM Lucknow
Pranesh Kumar and ZM Prayagraj PN
Upadhyay along with Senior Govt.
Officials.

CM Delhi Ms Atishi visited the NCC
Republic Day Camp at Delhi Cantt on
Jan 15, 2025. She emphasised that
the cadets, through their parti-
cipationinthe NCC, are not only dev-

eloping their individual skills but also contributing to national & somal
development with selfless service. The CM highlighted the significance of
the Republic Day celebrations, reminding the cadets of the rich history &
sacrifices made during the national freedom struggle.

AWARD—WAPCOS

WAPCOS received CEAI National Award 2024 in the category of
“Excellence in Project Engineering”. The Award is instituted by the
Consulting Engineers Association of India. This recognition
reaffirms the company’s commitment to delivering exceptional
engineering consultancy excellence under the leadership of R.K.

_ T -

Agrawal, CMD, WAPCOS. Amit Gupta, Sr. General Manager & Rahul Israni, Deputy Chief Englneer received the

award on behalf of WAPCOS.

CSR— GAIL

S Dattatrey Tatkare, MP (Lok Sabha),
Raigad & Chairman, Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Petroleum &
NG, launched a series of developmental
initiatives aimed at improving the
educational infrastructure in Raigad

district of Maharashtra. These initiatives, part of GAILs CSR programme, were Iaunched inthe presence of Ms.
Aditi VS Tatkare, Minister of Women & Child Development, Government of Maharashtra, at an event held in
Raigad. The initiatives, part of GAILs flagship CSR programme ‘Project Ujjwal’ for underprivileged children,
include critical infrastructure & logistical support to various schools in the district. The key projects will do the
construction of additional classrooms to enhance the schools’ capacity, provision of computers with complete
setups to facilitate digital education & installation of smart boards & establishment of a well-equipped science lab-

oratory to promote interactive learning.

IREDA announced its financial results, approved by its Board of Directors, for the third quarter of FY 2024-25,
showcasing significant growth across key financial metrics. IREDA is the only corporate to publish Audited
Financial Results within a 9-day period. It attained Rs 1,698.99 crs in revenue from operations —a 35.57%
increase compared to Rs.1,253.20 crin Q3 FY 2023-24. Profit after Tax stood at Rs 425.37 crs, reflecting a
26.77% rise from Rs 335.54 crsin Q3 FY 2023-24.

BANK OF BARODA has introduced a unique alternative to the traditional fixed deposit (FD) —bob Liquid
Fixed Deposits. bob Liquid FD combines the benefits of earning higher returns from Fixed Deposits with the
convenience of easy liquidity associated with a Savings Account. It gives depositors the flexibility of a partial

withdrawal facility without having to close the entire FD, which ensures that depositors can address their urgent

financial needs as and when required, while the balance funds continue to earn interest at the contracted rate in
the same FD. This ensures that depositors get the benefits of higher returns, lower prepayment penalty and

quick access to funds when needed.

PRATEEK GROUP aNoida-based leading luxury real estate developer has announced the launch of its highly-
anticipated luxury project, Prateek Grand Begonia in Siddharth Vihar, Ghaziabad. The ambitious development, with
an estimated worth of 5,000 to 6,000 crs, will have a total of 2400 units inthe configuration of 2,3 & 4 BHK. Itis
ameticulously designed project set to redefine the benchmarks of opulent living in NCR and adding to its USP is
its strategic location which is NH24 connecting Ghaziabad to Delhi & Meerut. Strategically located along the
thriving NH24 corridor, the projectis located in Siddharth Vihar, Ghaziabad which has been the prime focus of real

estate developmentin the last 4 to 5 yrs. Prateek Group has already delivered a township project called Prateek

Grand City in Siddharth Vihar (Ghaziabad). The project received an overwhelming response onits launch &has
seen more than 2X appreciation in its initial selling prices. In its constant endeavor to create benchmarks, the
company has launched one-of-a-kind developments boasting world-class architecture, high-end amenities,
and thoughtfully designed spaces in its new offerings, Prateek Grand Begonia.

epaper.indianexpress.com

APPOINTMENT

SAIL Manish Raj Gupta has taken charge as
Director (Technical, Projects & Raw Materials) of
SAIL. A graduate in Mechanical Engineering from
MANIT Bhopal, he began his career with SAIL in
1991 as a Management Trainee (Technical) at

Durgapur Steel Plant. An accomplished professional with overthree
decades of experience in the steel industry, he has worked in various
plants & units of SAIL while consistently demonstrating excellent
technical expertise, operational excellence and leadership.

SONALIKA TRACTORS

In @ moment of immense pride, India’s No. 1 tractor
export brand Sonalika Tractors has made history by
earning a coveted spot in the Fortune 500 India 2024
list among the nation’s largest companies. Sim-
ultaneously, Sonalika has also become the top 10

Auto brands in India in the prestigious Fortune India listing. From humble
beginnings in the non-industrial town of Hoshiarpur, Punjab in 1996,
Sonalika has grown to proudly stand tall among India’s 500 largest
companies, with an estimated turnover of US$1.1 billion.

AWARD

Additional Chief Secretary of the Namami Gange &
Rural Water Supply Deptt. A Srivastava has been
selected forthe PM’s Award for Excellence in Public
Administration, 2023. He will be honoured by the

GOlinthe Innovation State category for his pionee-

ring use of solar power in Jal Jegvan Mission projects. A 1992 batch IAS
officer, Srivastava initiated the innovative use of solar power in Jal
Jeevan Mission projects in UP. The Union Ministry of Personnel’s
Secretary, V. Srinivas, has communicated this recognition to UP Chief
Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh. Srinivas said in his official communique.
The Award will be conferred on Srivastava on April 10th at a ceremony

in New Delhi.

CSR—POWERGRID NR-1

Powergrid gifts Advanced Life Sup-
port Ambulance under CSR. At pre-
sent, three lines (765 kV Bhadla to

Sikar (Line I, 1l &IIl) are being con-

structed by Powergrid for the renewable energy system through the
districts of Didwana, Sikar, Phalodi, Bikaner in Rajasthan. In this context,
2 ambulances have been given by the Powergrid at the district
headquarters of Didwana Kuchaman district to the Govt. Bagar District
Hospital & the Sub-District Hospital of Ladnun on the request of the
District Collector. This ambulance is equipped with full facilities, in which
Advanced Life Support System is inside these ambulances.

CELEBRATION

Ralikunj RWA & residents cele-
brated the lohri festival with full
enthusiasm. The RWA executive
menmbers & all the residents of

VRKRWA organised few events & dancing programmes to celebrate

this tradition & festival of farmers.
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Kohli to play Ranji
Trophy game for
Delhi vs Railways

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 20

JUST DAYS after the BCCl issued new guide-
lines for its contracted players, which made
participation in domestic tournaments a
must, Virat Kohli has made himself available
for Delhi’s last Ranji Trophy league match
against Railways. Delhi & District Cricket
Association (DDCA) President Rohan Jaitley
said that Kohli has confirmed his availability
for the match to be played in the Capital from
January 30.If the former India skipper plays
the match, it will be his first Ranji Trophy ap-
pearance since November 2012.

After back-to-back Test series defeats at
the hands of New Zealand at home and away
in Australia, there have been questions from
several quarters over the continued reluc-
tance of India regulars to feature in domes-
tic first-class matches. Ahead of the Test sea-
son, the likes of Kohli, Rohit Sharma and
Ravindra Jadeja chose to skip the Duleep
Trophy. And in the review meeting held last
Thursday, requiring players featuring in do-
mestic tournaments was the top recommen-
dation. Subsequently, Rohit, Jadeja, Rishabh
Pant and Shubman Gill made themselves
available for the sixth round of Ranji fixtures
that begin on Thursday.

However, there was no clarity as to
whether Kohli will play against Saurashtra
in Rajkot this week, a must-win fixture for
Delhi. However, the 36-year-old is a certainty
to play the seventh and final match against
Railways at the Arun Jaitley Stadium. “As far
as I know, Kohli is available for the game
against Railways,” Delhi coach Sarandeep
Singh said.

Since becoming a regular in the Test side,
Kohli hasn’t featured in a single Ranji fixture
for Delhi. His last appearance came in the
2012/13 season - against Uttar Pradesh at
Ghaziabad - just before the Test series against
England, which was the last time India had
lost a Test series at home before New Zealand
humbled them 0-3 in November. That match
in which Kohli scored 14 & 43 in a defeat re-
mains his only Ranji appearance since his
Testdebutin 2011.

Last Thursday, in a note sent to all con-
tracted players, the BCCI had stated:
“Participation in domestic matches is
mandatory for players to remain eligible for
selection in the national team and for cen-
tral contracts. Any exceptions to this man-
date will be considered only under extraor-
dinary circumstances and will require formal
notification and approval from the Chairman
of the Selection Committee, ensuring fair-
ness and transparency in the process.”

For Delhi, the availability of Pant and
Kohli will be a huge boost as the race for
knockout spots heats up. After five rounds
which ended mid-November, Delhi are
fourth in Group D with Tamil Nadu,
Chandigarh and Railways above them.
With Tamil Nadu playing Chandigarh in the
sixth round, if Delhi manage to get three
points or a win against Saurashtra, their
match against Railways will become all the
more important as a win will take them to
the quarterfinals.

Virat Kohli last played in the Ranji
Trophy in November 2012. Sportzpics

SAYAKDUTTA
JANUARY 20

ON SUNDAY, Mohammed Shami’s strapped
left knee was the centre of attention at the
Eden Gardens. He was enveloped with a big
hug by the bowling coach Morne Morkel, and
before long was showing to Morkel how he
backspins the seam with his fingers at release.
It wasn’t clear if Morkel was the coach or the
one being coached as he stood in rapt atten-
tion, arms across his chest, watching the mod-
ern-day seam master at work. By the end of
the nets session, the focus had shifted back to
that beautiful seam, and as Shami sauntered
back to the change room, he stopped and
signed autographs on t-shirts that were
squeezed through the tiny gaps in the fence
by the fans.

On Monday, a couple of days before the 5-
match T20 series, England’s Jofra Archer was
the focus. The importance of the two seamers
for both teams can’t be overstated. In some
ways, both have similar issues: their bodies,
more than skills which no one doubts, will be
the focus over the next couple of weeks.
England sweated a lot over whether they
should allow Archer to enter the IPL auction
before yielding to market forces. India have
fretted about Shami enough in the recent
times - even in Australia the Indian manage-
ment was repeatedly quizzed about the
chances of him playing at least one Test there.

It's not often that a T20I bilateral series be-
tween India and England feels more like a
tune-up but with the Champions Trophy com-
ing up in less than a month'’s time, all eyes are
on the ODI leg of the tour, set to begin on
February 6.

However, the T20I series will be crucial for
both sides to gauge the match fitness of two
Shami and Archer, both of whom are ex-
pected to play a key part in the upcoming 50-
over ICCevent.

With India’s star pacer Jasprit Bumrah’s
availability in the Champions Trophy subject
to fitness, the responsibility to lead the coun-
try’s pace battery will fall on the shoulders of
Shami, making a return to the national setup
for the first time since the 2023 World Cup.

The 34-year-old though had returned to
action in the domestic circuit last November,
representing Bengal in the Ranji Trophy, the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy and the Vijay
Hazare Trophy, showcasing his speed and
seam movement
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COMEBACK FROM INJURY

Return of speed merchants

Eyes on two pace guns Mohammed Shami and Jofra Archer as India take on England in five-match T20I series from Wednesday

It’s not often that a T20I bilateral
series between India and England
feels more like a tune-up but with
the Champions Trophy coming
upinless than amonth’s time, all
eyes are on the ODl leg of the tour,
settobegin on February 6.

So, it bodes well for the Bengal pacer as
he’ll be making his return in his home ground
of Eden Gardens on Wednesday with the
crowd set to welcome their hometown hero
backin all his glory.

Now, if you look at Archer, expected to
lead England’s bowling lineup in the
Champions Trophy, the Barbadian-English
has had a rather stop-start career blighted
by injuries. After bursting on to the scene as
a part of England’s 2019 World Cup win-
ning team, the last few years of Archer’s ca-
reer have been spent more on the shelf
than on the field. He had limited appear-
ances for his country in 2021 after two op-
erations on his right elbow before a back
injury in 2022 ruled him out for the entire
year, missing out on England’s T20 World
Cup winning campaign.

The pacer would make his comebackin
the England squad in 2023 for the South
Africa series before getting injured again.
He was then selected for the 2024 T20
World Cup squad and played in all the
matches, taking 10 wickets in the tourna-
ment before England were eliminated by
eventual champions India. The 29-year-old
has managed to remain injury-free since
then, last participating in the white-ball se-
ries against the West Indies in November.

Archer, who has played 27 ODIs for
England and has snapped up 47 wickets,
will be a force to be reckoned with in the
Champions Trophy in Pakistan but before
that, England will look to the lanky pacer
to get the job done against India in the up-
coming white-ball series. But workload
management will be pretty important for
the Three Lions in order to keep players like
Archer healthy.

Brendon McCullum, England’s coach, had
talked about the situation. “You always sort
of just make sure that you know how the guys

are feeling. And if

datmalestima . NUMBERPLATE eyt gl
his best days. then you're not afraid

Before his injury, to back guys off and
Shami had set the then give someone
2023 World Cup on else an opportunity.

fire, snapping up 24
wickets to become

the leading wicket- matches, the pacer has bagged a
taker of the tourna- mere 24 wickets at an average of
ment despite being 29.62 since his 2014 debut.
benched for the first

4 matches, his best

being a complete obliteration of New
Zealand in the semifinal where he took 7
scalps.

Even vice-captain Axar Patel backed
Shami to replicate his World Cup formin the
1st T20I vs England in Kolkata on Monday,
saying “We all know what Shami bhai brings
to the table, whether it's with the new ball or
in the death overs. His presence, especially
with the new ball, is a huge advantage for the
team. Hopefully, he continues the same form
he showcased in the World Cup.”

However,Shami’s national teamreturnis
ina format thatis his least successful with the
pacer bagging just 24 wickets in 23 matches
at an average of 29.62 since his 2014 debut.
His last T20I encounter in national colours
was 2 years ago in the semifinal of the 2022
T20 World Cup, incidentally also against
England who thrashed India by 10 wickets.

CONSISTENT PERFORMER

Hazare hero Smaran is keeping Karnataka’s batting legacy burning

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI, JANUARY 20

THIS WAS a moment not only Karnataka
cricket but also Ravichandran Smaran had
been waiting for. A consistent performer in
age-group cricket, he had been knocking on
the doors of the senior setup for at least a
couple of years before the selectors chose to
reward him this season. Since joining the
team in September, Smaran has only been
hearing one particular piece of advice - to
carry Karnataka’s rich legacy forward. If any-
thing, he has listened to numerous BTS sto-
ries of Karnataka'’s treble-winning squads
from Mayank Agarwal and Shreyas Gopal.
So when he walked in with Karnataka
placed at 64/2, which soon became 67/3, he
didn’t need to search for inspiration. With
Agarwal who scored 651 runs this Vijay
Hazare Trophy back, it looked as if
Karnataka’s title drought since 2019 would
extend. It was in search of that elusive title
that Karnataka had decided to move on from
old-guards living on reputation. Hence, the
21-year-old found the spot. So did KV Aneesh
(23)and Krishnan Shrijith, who at 28 has just

got his career up and running. The three
formed the backbone, batting at No 3,4 & 5
and by delivering the title, have ignited hopes
of Karnataka’s revival.

“Everyone wanted this trophy badly,”
Smaran who scored 101 in the final tells The
Indian Express. “So, it feels great, to be hon-
est. I didn't expect to win a title in the first
year in the senior side, but it feels great to
contribute to the team's success,” he says.

If not for Smaran’s timely hundred, which
propelled Karnataka to 348/6 against
Vidarbha before their bowlers completed the
job, questions would have been raised. Of
course, Smaran, Aneesh and Shrijith had
made notable contributions, but Agarwal did
the bulk of the scoring. Smaran’s career had
not yet taken off in Ranji and Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy either. A lot, thus, rode on Vijay
Hazare Trophy.

“Everyone was hungry. You need to show
that. Talking to Mayank and Shreyas about
their title winning seasons they spoke about
how as a batting group they scored 12-15
centuries... so this is what we want to do go-
ing forward. When you are going through
transition, we needed some confidence as
well, which the wins against Mumbai and

T20Is are Mohammed Shami’s
least successful format. In 23

You know, when you
bowl in excess of 90
miles an hour, I think
we've seen that can
sometimes have its
owndemands. We're
going to make sure
that those guys are fresh. But it's the same for
all our bowlers, to be honest. Like, just mak-
ing sure that you're healthy.”

It might be a possible hint that England
are going to wrap Archer in cotton wool and
use him sparingly if needed in the India se-
ries to have him fresh for the Champions
Trophy. Incidentally, the India series also
marks the first time that McCullum is in
control as coach for the white-ball team as
well. He had spoken about his excitement
for the new role when he was appointed:
“I've thoroughly enjoyed my time with the
Test team, and I'm excited to extend my role
to include the white-ball sides. This new
challenge is something I'm ready to em-
brace, and I'm eager to work closely with
[white-ball captain] Jos [Buttler| and the
team to build on the strong foundations that
are already in place.”
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Coach Gautam Gambhir with Mohammed Shami at India’s net practice ahead of the 1st T20I against England. Sportzpics

Can Jaiswal get into India’s CT XI?

PRATYUSHRAJ
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 20

INDIA CAPTAIN Rohit Sharma and chief selec-
tor Ajit Agarkar are confident that they have
picked a well-balanced team for the ICC
Champions Trophy, which begins next month
in Pakistan and Dubai.

India have made a couple of changes from
their core which helped them reach the final of
the 2023 ODI World Cup, where they won 10
games in a row before losing the final against
Australia in Ahmedabad.

However, the 15-member squad picked
has raised more questions than answers. The
selection calls look quite conservative, and
there were also a few debatable decisions.

Will Jaiswal be a tourist again?

Given his recent form, Yashasvi Jaiswal's
selection makes total sense. The 23-year-old
canbreakIndia's all-right-handed top-six bat-
ting line-up. But the question is whether he
will get a chance in the playing XI. During the
T20 World Cup in the USA and the Caribbean,
the youngster warmed the bench throughout
as the team management opted to go with
Virat Kohli as Sharma'’s opening partner.Inan
ideal world, it should have been Jaiswal.

In the Champions Trophy, Jaiswal is again
likely to sit out with captain Sharma and vice-
captain Shubman Gill, who has been a key
component for Indiain this format, set toopen.
Jaiswal has forced his way into the squad, ex-
actly how he got picked for the T20 World Cup,
but he can only play if India decides todrop the
captainor hisdeputy. There is no question over
Jaiswal's place in the squad, but whether he
will make it into the playing XI or not is a big
question.

Why no back-up for Pandya?
Hardik Pandya is the engine on which the

Indian white-ball teams function. He played

three games for Baroda in the Vijay Hazare

Ravichandran Smaran scored two tons and two fifties this season for
Karnataka in the Vijay Hazare Trophy. Special arrangement

Punjab (two of the strongest batting units)
gave us. Those were important because we
were not just competing, but became con-
tenders,” Smaran says.

So with Agarwal being the rock at the top,

Aneesh stepped in and contributed with four
fifties and a tally of 385 runs, Smaran with
two centuries and as many fifties scored 432
while Shrijith with a century and a fifty
ended up with 303.

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Yashasvi Jaiswal. Sportzpics

Trophy and bowled 20 overs in total. But he has
been injury-prone throughout his career, and
in the last ODI he played - the World Cup game
against Bangladesh in Pune - he hobbled off
after twisting his left ankle on his follow-
through. His injury didn't cost India much,
thanks to Mohammed Shami, who was at his
menacing best when he came into the side.

Pandya's presence is massive for the bal-
ance of the team. He is not only India’s sixth
bowling option but also someone who can
provide the final flourish with the bat. India
has picked four all-rounders for the Champions
Trophy. Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel and
Washington Sundar are spin-bowling all-
rounders, basically like-for-like replacements
for each other. Pandya is the lone seam-bowl-
ing all-rounder.

With him being the fulcrum of the team, a
back-up in Nitish Kumar Reddy would have
been helpful. Reddy, who had an excellent de-
but Test series in Australia and has shown his
potential in the IPL and the T20I series against
Bangladesh, is more than ready.

Not to forget, Pandya will play a five-match
T20I series against England before the ODIs
and the Champions Trophy. Reddy's selection
could have made more sense than that of
Jaiswal, who is unlikely to get a game. Reddy
can certainly contribute with the bat. With

Strong technique

Butitis Smaran’s performance that made
Karnataka's set-up happy. With a strong
technique and a game that suits all three for-
mats, he is seen as India material. The tall
batsman mostly times the ball rather than
try to hitit, with his shots often an extension
of his arms. It is the reason why despite runs
not coming in the Ranji Trophy, Karnataka
persisted with him based on his promise in
age-group levels.

“Right from the Ranji season, we have
been backed by the selectors and the team,
which allows you to settle. They gave us
ample opportunities and when it didn’t
work, they gave role-specific plans. They
kept it plain and simple. So there is not
much pressure on our backs,” says Smaran.

Smaran’s entry into cricket wasn’t or-
ganic. Growing up in a middle-class family
in Bengaluru’s JP Nagar, his parents en-
rolled him at Syed Zabiulla’s Academy for
an entirely different reason. “l used to irri-
tate my mom a lot. So they thought cricket
would be the best way to deal with it, al-
though I didn’t really have interest in the
game.”

Zabiulla, though, would become a game-

Pandya at 6 and Reddy at 7, India would have
had more firepower down the order.

Mohammed Siraj's omission

With uncertainty over Jasprit Bumrah's fit-
ness and Mohammed Shami making a come-
backafter along injury lay-off, the omission of
Mohammed Siraj seems to be arisk.

In his ODI career, Siraj has picked up 71
wickets in only 44 matches, and has been one
of India's main pace workhorses in the format
over the last three years. Siraj starred when
India won the 2023 Asia Cup when he regis-
tered his career-best figures of 6/21 against Sri
Lankain the final. He followed it with 14 wick-
ets in the World Cup at home.

Siraj was snubbed for left-armer Arshdeep,
who has only played eight ODIs. Siraj has also
not been picked as Bumrah's back-up for the
ODI series against England. For the three-
match series, Harshit Rana is Bumrah's cover.

“We are not sure if Jasprit Bumrah will play
or not. Hence, we wanted someone who can
bowl with the new ball and the old one. That is
why we have picked Arshdeep Singh, because
of his abilities at the back-end. Siraj's effective-
ness comes down if he doesn't use the new
ball. It's unfortunate that he misses out,” Rohit
said at the press conference.

The Varun Chakravarthy puzzle

There is no doubt that a fit Kuldeep Yadav
is a better spinner than Varun Chakravarthy,
but is he match-ready? The left-arm wrist-
spinner is making a comeback from sports her-
nia, and his fitness will be tested in the England
series. Apart from Kuldeep, India has picked
Jadeja, Axar,and Washington purely on the ba-
sis of the extra batting cushion they provide in
the lower-middle order. With the bat, Varunis
nowhere near the trio, but as a bowler, he has
evolved into more than justa mystery spinner.
Conditions in Dubai would have also suited
him, and he is also in red hot form. With 18
wickets in the Vijay Hazare Trophy, he finished
in joint-second spot in the wicket-takers' list.

changer of sorts. “Although he didn’t have
interest, he was a kid who respected the sub-
ject and the teacher and thanks to his par-
ents, had good qualities. At the academy,
once competitiveness took over, he became
adifferent person. By Under-14 levels he got
very serious and from there on he has hardly
looked back,” the coach adds.

In 2022 that would change as well. Justa
year before despite getting 92 percent in his
Class X exams, he put cricket in the front seat
with a dream of finding a spot in India’s U19
squad for the 2022 World Cup. Despite play-
ing the Challengers, he missed out on the
spot. But it brought a different side of him. “I
didn’t know what to tell him, but he told me,
‘sir, whatever is meant to be will happen. But
itis also my responsibility to ensure nobody
looks past me.’ That maturity was striking
for me,” Zubiulla adds.

For Smaran, the Vijay Hazare title is the
springboard he sought. “From the time I
came into the dressing room, I've heard a lot
about this team’s winning culture and how
it used to be. It actually ignited a fire in us.
We are getting to know what it takes to de-
velop a culture and I feel we have just
started.”
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India to host
2025 FIDE
World Cup

AMITKAMATH
MUMBAI, JANUARY 20

INDIA WILL host the prestigious FIDE World
Cup 2025 chess tournament this year. While
FIDE initially named India as the host for the
event on its website on Monday, later it
changed the event’s details to state that the
host will be announced soon.

However, an official of the All India Chess
Federation, who requested anonymity, con-
firmed to The Indian Express that India will
host the tournament later this year. FIDE's web-
site states that the event will be held from
October 31 to November 27.

The FIDE World Cup offers the top three fin-
ishersa spot at the prestigious Candidates tour-
nament, which is the pathway to become a
challenger to Gukesh at the next World
Championship. This is why for many of India’s
top players like Arjun Erigaisi, Vidit Gujrathi
and R Praggnanandhaa, the FIDE World Cup
will be an event to circle on their calendars.

While the World Cup offers three spots in
the eight-player Candidates tournament, it
must be noted that 206 players compete for
those three spots. The tournament is so noto-
riously tough to win that Magnus Carlsen only
won his first World Cup in 2023.

The World Cup happens over eight rounds
inaknockout format. The top 50 seeded play-
ers play from the second round onwards. Each
one-on-one match at the FIDE World Cup is
played as a set of two classical games, with
colours exchanged between game 1 and 2. If
the two games cannot decide a winner, there
are tiebreaks.

Itmust be noted that at the last FIDE World
Cupin2023, Praggnanandhaahad reached the
final to qualify for the 2024 Candidates.He had
defeated the likes of Arjun Erigaisi, Hikaru
Nakamura and Fabiano Caruana before run-
ning into Magnus Carlsen in the final and los-
ing that game. It was at that World Cup that
the world had seen India’s might on the board
— before the all-conquering year of 2024 — as
four Indian players had breached the quarter-
final stage in the 2023 World Cup.

The FIDE World Cup will mark the biggest
event that India will host after missing out on
the World Chess Championship, where two
cities from India — Chennai and New Delhi —
were in the fray but FIDE awarded the event to
Singapore. India had been chasing hosting
rights for last year’s World Championship be-
cause 18-year-old Gukesh was eyeing the
chance to make history as the youngest world
championin the sport’s history. The FIDE World
Cup 2025 thus becomes the most high-profile
event that the country will host after the
Chennai Chess Olympiad in 2022.

India has previously hosted a FIDE World
Cup — that was way back in 2002 in
Hyderabad. Five-time world champion
Viswanathan Anand had won that event.

2025 will see a separate FIDE Women'’s
World Cup also being hosted. FIDE has officially
announced that the Women’s World Cup will
be hosted in Batumi, Georgia from July 5-29.
Like every year, capping 2025 off will be the
FIDE World Rapid and Blitz Championship.
This year, the year-ending glitzy event will take
place in Doha from December 25-31.

Pragg wins, Gukesh draws

PTI adds: Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa defeated compatriot P
Harikrishna, while Arjun Erigaisi settled for a
draw in the second round of 87th Tata Steel
Chess Tournament here.

This was after world champion D Gukesh
played out a draw with Russian-turned-
Slovenian Vladimir Fedoseev while Leon Luke
Mendonca lost another game, this time to
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of Uzbekistan.

Titan meets young knight |

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Alcaraz’s new service motion and a flatter, sharper forehand will challenge Djokovic in their quarterfinal

NAMIT KUMAR
JANUARY 20

ACROSS SEVEN meetings that have hardly
ever disappointed, there has been enough
proof to suggest that the uniquely-placed
inter-generational rivalry between Novak
Djokovic and Carlos Alcaraz has been the
biggest event of tennis in recent years.
Their next clash may come earlier in a tour-
nament than ever before — in the quarter-
finals of the Australian Open on Tuesday —
but the glint of watching men's tennis's
greatest-ever take on its next best thing can
only be diminished so much.

Djokovic, record 10-time champion at
Melbourne Park, leads the head-to-head 4-
3.While Alcaraz has the edge 2-1 at Majors,
he is yet to beat the Serb on a hard court.

But it will be the 21-year-old Spaniard,
already an owner of four Major titles seek-
ing to become only the sixth man in the
Open Era to complete the career Grand
Slam in Melbourne, who comes into this
match as the favourite.

Djokovic has been imperfect but steady
so far, but dealing with the might of Alcaraz
from the baseline, coupled with the
Spaniard's latest improvements, may prove
to be an altogether different, and more
daunting challenge.

Serve and return prowess

After suffering a straight-sets beatdown
at the Wimbledon final last year, Djokovic
had been taken aback by Alcaraz's serving
performance.

He may not be keen to find out that is
the very area Alcaraz spent most of the off
season improving. He has introduced a
new service motion, and even added an ex-
tra 5g of lead to his racquet. Results have
been there to see.

Alcaraz has been broken only thrice in
four matches. He has won 81% of the points
behind his first serve (the joint fourth-
highest for players that made it to the sec-
ond week). He is significantly outperform-
ing his tour average numbers — on both
firstand second serve — throughout 2024.
In his second-round demolition of Yoshito
Nishioka, he hit 14 aces, his highest ever in
a single match.

The Spaniard's second most impressive
area has been his return — tennis's flashy
highlight-reel shotmaker has refocused his
energy on the controllables.

His 23 breaks of serve are the second-
best in the men's draw in Melbourne, and
he has won 41% of the points on his oppo-
nents' first serve, by far the best at the
Australian Open this year.

Time for Murray to step up

Alcaraz's glaring weakness though, is
his tendency to allow his level to fall seem-
ingly at random. Despite how well he has
been serving, he has hit 15 double faults
and only made 62% of his first serves, both

—— NUMBER PLATE

958%

Thanks to his dominant forehand,
Carlos Alcaraz has won 58%
(206/358) of his baseline points at
this year’s Australian Open. He has
also hit a total of 107 winners,
making him the outright
tournament-leader for both.

Novak Djokovic (L) leads their head-to-head 4-3 but Carlos Alcaraz holds the edge 2-1 at Majors.

Reuters

being plenty of good news for an all-time
great returner like Djokovic.

But for the Serb, the key area may be
baseline strategy, which is where the input
from his rival-turned-coach Andy Murray,
may come in.

The sheer power that Alcaraz is able to
produce, even from dead, neutral balls, al-
lows him to dictate proceedings from the
baseline and bring his crafty drop shots and
net play into focus. It has felt even more
lethal thanks to a subtle change he has
made to adapt his clay-friendly game to the
quicker hard courts in Melbourne.

According to tournament data pulled
out by ESPN, Alcaraz is hitting his forehand
slightly flatter and quicker, sacrificing 4%
average topspin for about an extra 3kmph
speed on that shot, a marginal tweak that's
coming up with big gains.

Per ATP data, he has won 58% of his
baseline points (206/358) and hit 104 win-
ners, making him the tournament-leader
in both categories.

Much of Djokovic's potential success
against him will depend on how he dis-
rupts his rhythm from the baseline.

It's the choices, not possibilities, for the
player with the widest arsenal in men's
tennis history.

He will have to make the accurate
choice in either using slices and drop shots
to bring Alcaraz to the forecourt, or spray-
ing him wide with precise, angled ground-
strokes, or finishing points early at the net.

Endless speculation has raged into how
Djokovic and Murray have turned rivalry
into partnership at this tournament, but it
is now that the three-time Major winner's
job really starts — in advising Djokovic on
the minutae of dealing with Alcaraz from
the back of the court.

Sinner overcomes physical
distress to roll into quarters

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 20

DEFENDING CHAMPION Jannik Sinner suf-
fered acute distress but remarkably managed
to return to court to win 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2
against Holger Rune on Monday. At one point,
his hand could be seen tremoring wrapped
inside a towel. Channel Nine reported that
Sinner 'struggled to breathe and his hands
were trembling in between points as Rune
threatened his Australian Open throne on
Monday.'

“This morning was a very strange morn-
ing because I didn’t even warm up today, so
justtried togoon courtasfitasIcould.I knew
in my mind already before the match that
would struggle today,” he said after the match.

The World No.1 Sinner had taken the
opening set 6-3, as the Dane struck back to
win the second 6-3. In the third, the Italian
seemed to be coming apart physically and
looked almost spent on Rod Laver Arena.
"There are worrying signs for the defending
champ,” commentator Brenton Speed said on
Nine, as Sinner's hands shook uncontrollably
in between points.

Sinner went on to win the third set but the
distress was prolonged as he took a medical
timeout at 3-2. Todd Woodbridge, talking on
Channel Nine said, "Have a look at him - he
looks distressed, he doesn't take water, there
is no towel... he looks ill."

"Itlooks like that Rune is the one with the

R

Jannik Sinner was seen struggling
physically during his match. AP
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more energy - no question about that,” Jim
Courier added.

Before heading out of court to get checked,
he had his blood oxygen levels tested as the
medical timeout lasted nearly 12 minutes. He
looked legitimately confused about which di-
rection to head out in, and Courier called him
a "zombie walking across the court," accord-
ing to 7news.com.au. Courier insisted that the
player hadn't been particularly thinking
straight as he failed to carry a shirt fora change
that could've given him 10 more minutes.

When Rune called for a trainer before
Sinner served out the set, it gave the Italian
more time. The whole court seemed to be in
strife as the net broke causing a delay and both
players went inside. Sinner would serve out
the match re-energized thereafter.

——SLAMSNIPPETS—

l

Swiatek crushes
lucky loser Lys to

reach quarters

ARUTHLESS Iga Swiatek slammed the
door shut on German lucky loser Eva
Lys with a 6-0 6-1 win on Monday to
breeze into the quarter-finals of the
year's opening Grand Slam for the sec-
ond time. Five-times Grand Slam
champion Swiatek came into the
match havinglost only 10 gamesin the
tournament and the Pole sent out an-
other warning to her title rivals by dis-
mantling Lys in 59 minutes on Rod
Laver Arena. "Great, that was my first
night session and I'm glad I have the
chance to play on Rod Laver Arena,”
Swiatek said. "l enjoyed it, whichis the
most important thing ... I'm still 23, so
there's a lot to improve. I don't feel I'm
atmy peak. But these matches give me
a lot of confidence. We don't know
what's going to happen in the future,
maybe I'll be better. I'm so glad I was
able to play my game...I'm feeling really
comfortable and we're going well."
One of several searing forehand
winners helped 2022 semi-finalist
Swiatek break Lys for the first time and
the 23-year-old did not take her foot of
the gas pedal as she closed out the first
set in 24 minutes. World number 128
Lys had enjoyed a historic run after she
replaced Anna Kalinskaya in the main
draw following a loss in the qualifying
event but there was only more suffering
in store for the Kyiv-born player.
REUTERS

Broadcaster apologises
to Djokovic, Serbians

AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTER Tony
Jones has apologised to Novak
Djokovic and fans of the Serbian for
comments he made on TV on Friday
night that the 10-times Australian
Open champion considered "insult-
ing and offensive".

Djokovic declined to do the cus-
tomary on-court interview after his
fourth-round victory over Jiri Lehecka
on Sunday pending a public apology
from Jones and Australian broadcast
rights holders Channel Nine. Jones
had mocked Djokovic and the
Serbian fans who had gathered out-
side Channel Nine's broadcast booth
at Melbourne Park on Friday, saying
the 24-times Grand Slam champion
was "over-rated" and a "has been". In
an interview on the channel on
Monday, Jones said he thought the
comments had been "banter” and he
had immediately made a private
apology to the "Djokovic camp" once
he realised they had not been taken
in humour. "I can stand by that apol-
ogy to Novak," he said. "I should also
say the disrespect was extended, in
many ways, to the Serbian fans. "We
have built up a nice rapport with the
Serbian fans... there was banter, and |
thought what I was doing was an ex-
tension of that banter. I feel as though
I've let down the Serbian fans." AP

Nigei*ia stun NZ in U119
Women’s T20 World Cup

Arun is latest coach to quit for financial reasons

SHIVANINAIK
JANUARY 20

DAYS AFTER he said thatitwasn’'t necessary to
make any public declarations before he de-
cided tomarry, India’s greatest living Olympian
Neeraj Chopra announced his wedding to ten-
nis player Himani Mor in an intimate cere-
mony.

Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand were
on the brink of entering the Top 10, and coach
Arun Vishnu had poured his entire effort and
mindspace into getting the duo to click, bring-
ing them till there, when he decided to bow
out. “Iwish they were World No.9 afew weeks
ago,” he said in mock-rueing, but laughing as
the women's doubles pair cracked the Top 10
this week. “But it's a good feeling to have
helped them, starting from scratch,” the silent
worker who supervised every training session
till the 2023-end World Tour Finals, said.

But financial and family commitments dic-
tated that he move away from the final stage of
their ascent to the Top 10. “I will miss coach-
ing at the top level but then again, we have to
take care of our families,” he would say, speak-
ing from Nagpur, where he has relocated to
restart batches for beginners, intermediate and
advanced, at a soon-to-be opened academy.

The 36-year-old former doubles specialist
from Calicut, one of the home-grown coach-
ing success stories, has taken a step back, more
forced than a tactical one. But with his new
academy, the first big formal set-up in the
Vidarbha region for badminton, he hopes to
put to use everything he learnt at Hyderabad.

By February end, the facility will be up in

Arun Vishnu with Treesa Jolly (L) and Gayatri Gopichand.
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Instagram/srarunvishnu

Nagpur,and from March, Arun will start coach-
ing on the five courts, with a gym and a spon-
sor equipment shop attached. Alot happened
at the same time. Married to Nagpur shuttler
Arundhati Pantwane, the couple is expecting
their second child. “Arundhati's dad is ageing
and was alone in Nagpur. Travelling full-time
wasn't possible. I had been thinking of mov-
ing since August. Indian coaches don't get paid
much, and my permitted leave for coaching at
the national camp from the PSU was ex-
hausted. [ didn't want to go to any other place
(academy) other than Gopi sir, sol decided on
starting an academy in Nagpur,” he explained.

Former internationals - Arun played mixed
and men'sdoubles on the circuit till a few years

ago - are allowed a year's leave without pay, to
set up academies. And Arun reckoned he was
ready for the plunge, though the facility had to
be rented and kitted out.

“Vidarbha hasalotof talent, but thereisn't
a structured academy here. [ will encourage
youngsters to play both singles and doublestill
177

Money matters

Arun had watched plenty of coaches seek
well-paying jobs, mostly in the US, and ex-
plained the difficulties in being a home-grown
coachinIndia, with a package of just Rs 50,000,
paid by the Sports Authority of Indiaand PSUs
for coaching even elite players.

Known foreign names get paid $8000-
10000, according to PTI, and Arun told the
news agency, “Indian coaches are not paid even
one-fourth.” Another Indian player-turned-
coach had told The Indian Express that salary
hold-ups were common and permissions from
employers could take time, which offered no
confidence to Indians to focus exclusively on
professional coaching, even if the results de-
sired were the same as those from foreign
names. Arun had substantial backing from P
Gopichand while bringing Treesa-Gayatritoa
certain level, but not everyone could micro-
manage elite careers, while managing to take
care of the family too. “If we have toretainand
nurture Indian coaches, they must be backed
financially,” the outgoing coach would say;,
adding that a move was underway to raise
salaries. With Tan Kim Her coming in, Treesa-
Gayatri will be well looked after, though Arun
says his start from scratch should throw up tal-
ent from the untapped central Indian region.

“Nagpur has always had talent like
Mumbai, Thane and Pune. Just the structure
was missing. The city is nice, it just gets too hot
in summer,” he joked, saying he has ribbed
Arundhati often over the baking summers.

He was hopeful his old charges would be-
ginto toss up good results, though they already
boast of 9 wins over Top 10 pairs in various
competitions with Arun sitting for their
matches. “The Asian Team Championship gold
was very good for Gayatri and Treesa. They just
have to keep working hard. They are capable of
beingin the Top 5 soon,and win Super 500 up-
wards tournaments. The best thing about
Treesais her aggression and Gayatriis very cool
on court,” he ended.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JANUARY 20

DEBUTANTS NIGERIA scripted the unimag-
inable as they stunned a formidable New
Zealand by two runs for a historic win in a
rain-interrupted low-scoring thriller of the
ICCWomen's U-19 T20 World Cup in which
both sides were restricted for under-70 to-
tals here on Monday.

Nigeria scored 65-6 batting first, before
producing an energetic display on the field
derailed New Zealand's run chase.

The Kiwis were 57-5, needing nine runs
with one over to go in the 13-over contest.
However, tight bowling from pacer Lilian
Udeh got them over the line with the Kiwis
falling short by just two runs.

Udeh (19) and skipper Lucky Piety (18)
were the only ones to hit double figures in
the game for Nigeria, while Anika Todd top-
scored for New Zealand with a 19-run ef-
fort.

Football and athletics are popular sports
in Nigeria, unlike in the south of the conti-
nent (South Africa, Zimbabwe) where
cricket has a big fan following.

But the Nigerian girls placed the spot-
light on their country's cricketing growth
by becoming the first West African coun-
try to qualify for a global tournament and
then producing the biggest shock by upset-
ting an ICC full member nation in a Group
C match.

Nigeria defeated New Zealand by two

runs on Monday. ICC Media Zone

The Nigerians were left to wait for an
opportunity after their contest with Samoa
on Saturday was abandoned due to rain.

Wet weather again threatened the pro-
ceedings in Sarawak, but the African nation
made the most of their chances once it was
confirmed there would be play, albeit a re-
duced contest of 13 overs each.

In another match of the day, Australia

beat Bangladesh by two wickets in a tense
Group D match and all but secured their
progression to the next stage.
Brief Scores: Nigeria U-19: 65/6 in 13
overs (Piety Lucky 18, Lilian Ude 19) beat
New Zealand U-19: 63/6 in 13 overs
(Anika Todd 19, Tash Wakelin 18) by two
runs.
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