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The Voice of a Changing Region

TEAHRS AND CHEERS

Truce brings hope in Gaza; first
hostages handed over to Israel

Talestinians return to the rubble of their bombed-out homes as ceasehre takes hold

Reutars, AP Liara Lty

A ceaselire In the Gaza
Strip took effect on
sunday as Hamas released
the first three female
hostages it held for 15
months of the devastating

war with Israel.

The release of the first three
hostages was expected to be
[ollowed] by the release [rom
Esraed of 90 Palestinian prisoners
as parl of the first stage of the
coasefire deal.

Families and friends of some of
the prisoners set 1o be released
[rom Israe] gathered in Ramallah
as cars honked and people
wivel the Palestinian flag.

Presicdent Joe Bicen on Sunday
welcomed the ceaschlire aking
hodd between in Gaza, saying the
“region has been fundamentally
iransformed.”

"Aler =0 much pain, death and
los= of life, today the guns in Gaza
have gone silent,” the outgoing
president sakd during a visit to
South Carolina, just hours after
the ceaselire ook effect,

The Israeli military said that
the three released hostages had
crossed o Israch  terrtory
accompanied by its troogs,

The three hostages are Homi
Gonen, 24, kidnapped from the
Mova music Festlval, and Emily
PDamarl, 28, and Doron Stein-
brecher, 3l kidnapped rom
Ribbutz Kfar Aza.

/ J1eBrief

— EFFAT EVENT

A recent conference organized
by Effat University in Jeddah
explored technology's role in
pdlclressing global challenges

=zuch as chimate change andd
resource scarcity. P8

- CLIMATE ACTION

Afghanistan has called on
the intermational community
for suppart in combating the

ecological crisis. P8

TEMNIS CLASH

Irrepressible 10-time
champion Novak Djokovic
surged into an Anstralian

Open quarterfina clash
pEainst Carlos Alcaraz with

a dominant straighi-sets

victory on Sunday, P18

Hamas =abd the st group
to be freed in exchange for the
hostages includes &9 women
and 21 tecnage boys.

The first phase of the truce
ook effect following a three-
hotr defay during which Israell
forces pounded the Gaza Strp.
killing 13 people, according to

Palestinian health suthosities,

When the shooting stopped,
Palestinians  burst into  the
sirects, some in  oclebration,
others to visit the graves of
relatives,

In the north of the temtory,
where some of the most inlense
Isracl airstrikes amd battles wath

the militants ook place, people
picked thedr way on nirmosy roads
through a devastated landscape
of rubbde and twisted metal.
CGraza City resident Ahmed Abu
Avham, 40, sheliering with his
family in Khan Younis, said the
scene of destruction in his home
city was "dreadful,” adding that

WEF 2025
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pain, dleep
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2 Displaced
Palestinlans
miake thelr way
past the rubble
as they retum
I to thelr hames
in the northern
Gaza Btrip on

Ssnglay. Foutens

while the ceasefire may have
spared Hves, it was no time for
celebrations,

“We are In pain, deep pain,
and it iz time that we hug one
another and cry”

& Related reports o0
sOpinlon: Dacwd Kuttab 00 |
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SECURITY

Damascus
rejects
Rhurdish
proposal
Jor separate
military bloc

Reutera Dnmasous

sSyrias Defense Minister Murhaf
Abu Casra sald on Sumday it
waortihd not be right for US-backed
Rurdish bAghters based in the
country’s northeast o retain
thedr ovwn bloc within the broader
inteprated Syrian armed forces,

He said the leadership of the
Burdish fghters, known as the
syrian  Democratle Forces, o
SDF, was procrastinating o s
hanciing of the comiplex issue,

The SDF has been in talks
with the new administration in
Liamascus.,

SDF  commander Mazloum
Abdi has sald that decentralized
addministration is one of their
ceniral demand< T an interview
hst week, the SDF was open (o
integrating with the IDhefense
Ministry bt as "a military bloc®
and without dissalving.

Abu  Qusra  rejected thai
proposal on Sunday. " We say thad
they would enter the Defense
Ministry within the hierarchy
of the Defense Ministry and be
cistributed milicarily — we have

no isgne there,” said Abu Qasra.
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hingdom’s ‘Saudi House' to showcase transformation in Davos

Putting evervone in one place will create the vibrancy that we are seeing here in the Kingdom, savs Faisal Alibrahim

Relna Takka Fyadr

This vear, the Saxdl delegation
e the anmual meeting of the
World Economic Forum in Diavos,
switzerland, will feature, for the
firsd tirme, a “Saudi House.”

The centralized hub will serve
a5 a meeting point for govern-
ment aofficials, business leaders,
anel odlver staleholders particl-
pating m the form.,

"sawdli House was designed to
facilitate the participation of all the
audi) government entities taking
part in Dhives o one [ocation,” Falsal

Ahbiahim, the Sawh mindster aof

eoomomy amd planning, said I an
mterview with Arab News.
“We think pultting everyoose: in

one place will create the vibrancy
that can demonstrate and echo
TR '|.'i||n|||.1':|.' W ARe sesng Tst=r
in the hingrdom.”

speaking ahead of the trip, he
spoke of the mmporiance of the
Davos summit as a platform for
dialogue and collaboration.

"We're poing there because
the Rinpgdom today §s a more
integratedd plaver” ARbrhim s,

"We'vie learned] more about whial
we necd to do and what we nieed to
achicve, bat we also leammed more
about what we can offer to our
prartners, to peogale froamn all aronnad
the world” he added,

Using this opportamity to create
a positive impact on the global
econoimy, Alibrahim will champion

¥

SAUDI
HOUSE

a key call m Davos for global
beacership to move bevond tepid
ecopomic growih and embrce a
more ambrtous, “mirepid leacker-
ship-led” approach.

“"Today, the world is looking at
twn things that sometimes can be
secnl a5 in conflicting directions,”
hee said. "Ome, we're at this tepid
erowth rajectory today, between
27 percent and 52
according to the World Bank or
the IMF, and we've been i this
coopnomic  stalemate for a few
vears for variods reasons”™

He highlighted the stark coniras
between Lhis slggsh economic
growth and the immense potenr
fial unlocked by technological
adhvancements and innovation,

Percet,

Alibrahim argued that a new
era of “intrepid lesdership-led”
evowih 18 essential 1o brdee
thi= gap. "We need bold leader
siup.” he sail "We need fo move
from tepid growth to intregpid
beadership-led growth that can
really bring the two together and
unkock the podential of the globe.
That's the wider theme™

This is part of a full interview
with Alibrahim, which discussed
the mportance of a  stable
Micldle East for glohal prospserity,
attracting  foreipn  Investmeni,
how the Ringdom s shielded
from extermal shocks and geopal-
ihes, and balancing  ambitiows
phEa-progects with  prisdence,
ameang olier fogics
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Through the Global Labor Market
Conference in Rivadh, we seek to enhance
International cooperation to develop iInnovative
policles that support global labor markets and
keep pace with rapid transformations.
Ahmed Al-Rajhi
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AlUla
Calligraphy

Celebrate the art of traditional
and confemporary Arabiac
callipraphy and discover how
this iniricate creative expres-
sd0n Feas evolved over time
with Al-Ehatt workslwps,
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audi Deputy Minister

LY

228

ministry's headgquariers in Rivadh on

ISter

Faisal bin Bandar received Oman's

lodqys
Number

34

The Hira Winter evenis,
organized by the Hira Culiural
[nstrict and recently comcluded

in Makkah, attracted over
B4, 000 yvisitors during its run,
Saudi Press Agency reported.

Review

‘A Man on

the Inside’

JAEMINE BEACER

“A Man on the nside” = an
sght-apisods comedy Sanes

for Infernatbonn] Multilateral Sunday, Ambsassador to the Kingdom Sayvicd that premiered on Netflis in

Affairs Abdulrahiman During the meeting, they discussed Fat=al bin Turk Al-Said in Rivach on 2024, blending hasmor, heartfelt

Al-Hassi received Dva-Eddine bilateral relations and vanious topics of  Sunday, storytelling and a touch of
Riyadh said Bamakhrama, the dean of the common interest, the Foreign Ministry The mecting was held to mark the Fryatery.
Kamlina Festival diplomatic corps and ambassador wrole on X. conclusion of Al-Said's lenure as After retired professor and

of [Mibouti to Sandi Arabia, at the Meanwhile, Riyvadh Gov. Prince ambassador to Sauwdi Arabaa. widowar Charles Nisuwendyk

This event combines indoos | Ted Danson of *The Good
games, coffee experiences, Place” ] spaaks to his concernsad
and a vartety of cuisines that only daughter, Emily (Mary

will satisfv all lastes, Ham-
lina is held at Irgah, Rivadh,
atud will run wndtil Jan. 3L

Al a
Artexperience

Explore a curated showecase

af art installations and perfor-
mances inspired by AU natu-
ral splendaor, deep history, and
vibrant communlty with the Al-
Lila Artest Resicdency PFrogram.
Runs untl Fehb, 2. Visit experi-
encealula.com for more details.

l ; !’, (1 I"rl ‘ﬁTrendil]g Todlerys ho topics explained by Afshan Azis

S TUDIO SESSION

Justin Bieber

P Over Lthe weekemd, Justin
Bicber shared a mix ol
¢ personal snapshots from
a snowy etaway with his
wife Hatley, as well as photos of him
recording in the studio.
The images, taken by photographer
Rory Eramer, show the singer hokding a

YERY SWEET"

Bradley Cooper and Gigi Hadid

Crig Hadid and Bradley

I Cooper's relationship is
a growing stronger, with

haoth bringinge out the besi

i each other

A soiree chose to the couple told
PEOPLE Magazine, " They spendd time
togrether, and so do thedr kids. It very
sweel” The couple has formed a close-
kniit famidly chvmamie that inciudes thedr
children, further adding 1o te strength
of their relationship.

“Glgrl has a free spirit personallty”
the soarce observed, adding, “and she
bringgs oul a fun skde of Bradbes.”

Diespite their deep connection, both
stars ane not nshing into any major
cormiitments, A sodree shared with

have calm temperaments, and this has
helped their relationship thrive. An-
other inskder previously sakd, *Bradiey
is 4 very easyeoing kind of guy. His
demeanor 1s very relaxed and chill”
refforcing how well the couple gels
along

Even though the couple has a
demanding work schedule, they
prioritize thefr relationship and
spend time together,

In addition, Hadid has mentioned
how supportive Cooper has been
throughout her career, While preparing
for the 20024 Victora's Secret Fashion
Show, she said, "He is on dad duty, but
50 suppartive.”

Haclic, wiho was previously ina rela-

Elizabeth Ellis), he decides to
make a change. A year after

har mother's death, Emily
encouragss har father to find a
néw purposs — o taks a class
of try a new hobby, With a love
of newspaper cutouts (he would
oftan clip and mall interesting
articles to Emily), Charles finds
an intriguing yet vague job listing
In tha classifisd section

He ks soon recruited by
Julie, a private nvestigator

({Lilah Richcreek Estrada), who
reductantly enlsts his help to
uncover the whereabouts of

a stolan necklacs in a local
San Franoisoo retirermeant

microphose while wearing headphones, PEOPLE, “Thev're serious about each Hoaship with Zayvn Malik, and Cooper, community

beadhing many to speculate that new other, bul an cngage- whio shares a daughter with his ex Inna At its heart, the series explores

material may b on the horizon, meerel would be a Shayk, are forging the evolving father-daughter
This social media tease comes just hig step. Neither ahead with their refationship batwesn Charles

days afler Bieher posted & 24-second are boking to new chapte ard Emily, along with har

demo clip on Jan. 15, In the snippset, his

resh anything,

topether, taks

husband and thres e oy g

gigmature raspy vocals are acoonmpanied but that's not to - ing thedr sons. It also shows Charles

by a spsarse acoustic guiktar, The lvrics, sy thev're not very :H- - e while making friends and trying out
Dhahran “I'm takin® it/ You takin® bait, I'm shakin® | happy together” TR new things at an age and stage
Learn chess it You're shakin’ it/ Shakin' off the hate” | Both Hadid .; each other's in his life when he thought life

left fans cager for more. and Coopr DOy, ended with his wife's death.
Beginners can learn how to piay A new album from Biebeer would be his Dressed in iImpaccably

chess and compete against each
other in a Mendly environmsent

First gimee 2021 “Justice,™ which debaried
afl Mo, 1on the Blibaard 200, Tt inclhaded

prassed suits and armed
with plenty of trivia about

at the lthra Center Library. chart-topping hits such as ™ Peaches” architecturs, he saunters in,
sessions run until April 25, with Diandel Cacsar and Giveon, and ahyly at first, then begins to find
hMore details on the Ithra app. *Holy™ featuring Chance: Lhe Rapper. his footing.

Arab Mews J=ddoh

services related to the paper and
tissute industey. Held at ithe Aba

in W Amman Hotel on Thorsday,
Thekets amd odher details are on

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

1ieRegion

® The Paper & Tissue Show is Dhabd National Exhibition Cen- calendar, jo, dad. 20 Fajf  Bumrise  Dhhr Ast  Maghreb lsia
Thve Midhelbe Fast Rovnelup an industry event that show- tre on Jan. 21-2% More details on Mk 541 *00 1290 241  B:O3F 733

cases the latest mnovations. adnec.ac. ® The Doha Jewellery and

technologies, and trends, and Watches Exhibition showeases Madinah 48  TO7 12.33 437  bBhA3 r.aa

ofTers o comprehensive platform & People in AmMman are proin- a stunning collection of luxury Riyadh 5g g0 P2 14 3£ E: 30 700

limnepreces and acCessOres,

Held at the Doha Exhibation Abha 027 B:44 12:21 3:34 a7 727
and Convention Center, it runs

writil Feb, 5.

ised a fun-filled night on Jan. 23
with Ukraimian musician Marino
Canal set to perform his fery
techno music Beats al The Box

[or professionals, manilactur-
efs, supphers, and new startups
to connect, learn, and explore

d wicle minge of prodocts and

Diamrmarm T G258 151 +53 B3 G:d3



The 2025 annual meeting will
foster a spirit of cooperation
and constructive oplimism.

Hiaus Schwab

iy Efceadivie Fodwm Towndai anc cnddifnan

Arab Mews [ liooal

As the world's elite arrive
in the snow-capped Swiss
mountains for the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2025, the event
promises to be a plvoetal
moment as global leaders
address the world's most

pressing challenges.

With more than 350 povern-
mentl  leaders,  including 60
heads of state, attending, along-
sicle business execuotives, civil
society leaders, global experts,
and other influential individoals
from more than 130 countries,
the forum's organizers say the
event — which mins from Jan. 20
to Jan. 24 — s intended to "drive
dialogue and create solutions to
the waorld's shared problems.”
The theme of the 2025 meeting,
“Caollaboration for the Intelligent
Age” will focus on lve pillars
crucial for a sustainable and
inclusive future; Reimagining
Growth, Indusiries in the Intel-
lipent Age, Investing in People,
Safepuarding the Manet, and

yavos 2025
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SPECIALCIWERAGE

WORLD

I ItEC NOMIC
FORUM

WEF ANNUAL MEETING

Age of uncertainty and hope

World leaders gather in Davos in the shadow of geopolitical tensions, tech advancements and climate concerns

|I I 1 §
| I"l-.l' IL&II'E!:E

HONON
FORUN :

director, sail in o statement:
"By convening leaders from
around the world and different
walks of life, the Annual Meeting
provides a platform to share
views and knowledge at a time of
profound change for people and
Commuitics.

“A core goal of our procecdings
i5 o enahle broad-based agency
and solutions in the context of
the new economy that seems to
e emerging.”

Discussions al  Davos  will
include debates on the future of
waork, technology, and chimate
action. Heports such as the
(zlohal Cooperation Barometer
2025 and the Future of Jobs
Report will be discussed during
sessions, as will the wavs In
which new technologies will

&

The only way (o
adilress nrgent
challenges and unlock
new opportunities is

through inmovative,
cooperative approaches,

Hebuilding Trust,

Klaus Schwab, the WEFSs
founder and chalrman, emphi-
s1fecd Uhe pale of Davos as & unigque
venue in bringing  together
thousands of decision-makers to
address global challenges.

“Despite divergent positions
and preat  uncertamties, the
Annual Meeting 2025 will oster
a spirit of cooperation and
constructive optimism with the
ohpective of shaping the forth-
coimning Intelligent Aze in a more
sustainable and inclusive way™
Schwab suld In a press release.

In thal same relemse, Borge
Brende, president and CEO of
the WEF, echoed this sentiment,

{Miain wnd right) The WEF annual

rmpaiing will focus on geopalitical
shochy, living standards and
encrgy transition among other

ehallenges. '‘WEF photos

niobing that unprecedented collakb-
oration s requined to deal with the
workd's most pressing ssapes,
"The only way lo address
urgenl challenges and unbock
now opportunities 15 through
inmovative, coaperative
approaches,” Rrende stated,
Among the heads of state sct
to participate are US President-
elect Dopald Trump (via video
linkl, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen,
Corman Chancellor Olaf Scholz,

WERLD

= m ‘.
CONDMIC Ecdi
L] -

South African President Cyril
Ramaphoss, Argentine Presl-
chent Javier Milel, and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr £elenskyy,
Leaders  from inbermational

organizations  including  the
[nkted Nations, the Workd Healih
Organization, and the Imterna-
tonal Monetary Fund will also
be present, alongside LGOO

business leaders, including more
thin 200 CECs and more than
120 *“tech pioneers,”

Civil society will also be well
represcnted, with more than
170 leaders from labor unions,
nongsovernmental orEaniza-
flons, and academia, and more
than 160 members of the WEF's
Global Shapers, Young Global
Leaders and Social Innowvators,

The event will also be attended
by 120 “cultural leaders” and
will feature an arts and culture
program  showeasing  music,
film, photography, Inleractive
Al-driven art and handorafted
creations.

Mirelk Dusek, WEF managing

reshape industries and polen-
fially create millions of johs,
while also terminating many
i hers

The meeting will also cxamine
critical Initiatives in areas
including  cybersecurity, artifi-
clal intellipence, and remewabie
energy, with the aim of creating
“responsible, inclusive strate-
gies for the future.”

Gim Hoay Meo, WEF managing
director said in a press release,
"We will explore how data
and technologles, as well as
innovative parinerships, can be
hamessed o create value and
empower leadership [or people,

planet and prosperity.”

Resiliencein the Middle East for 2025

he vear 20025 will be remem-
e as one of reckonings:
od lechnology, the climate,
trade, the cconomy and
conflict. The Middle East
atid North Africa region
15 fio different — in fact, the pressae on
regional actors to deal with these ssues is
more heightened than perhaps any other
place on Earth.

Climate, trade, conllict, technology and
rapidly changing cconomies are creating
risks for the half a billion people who call
MENA home, Water is petting harder to
acvess, Some economies are struggling to
provide opportunities for their citizens.

Hart in this region too, opportunity
abounds. Take Syria, a country that has
surffered more than a decade of heatal civil
war andd 15 now Bced with a historic opgsor-
tumity to crall a brighier, more prosperous
and open fubure.

Then there is the Gull, whsere rapdcly
changing cconomies like Saudi Arabta

and the UAE present bright spots that

are Mueling growth in a sluggish glohal
eeonomy and rapidly butlding oul diverse
eronomics that no bonger rely on the fossl
fuels they were built on.

The Middle East has abarays been a region
of risk and opportunity: the key in MENA i
mitigating nsk and seEing opportunity, To
that end, the Global Risks Report, based on
the anmuial Global Risks Perceplion Survey,
has compiled the top risks facing the: region
for this year. Concern over inflation was the

No. Lrisk in MEMA higher than in any other

FeEioHL.

Across parts of the region, inflation s
a persistent problem — and this is nod
cxpected to change in 2025, The region’s
average inflation rate for 2025 is 5.4
percent, according to the Intermational
Monetary Fund, This s almost doable the
global average of 4.3 peroent.

For citizens and governments of the
MENA regdon, inflation |s & very real and
very persistent risk. Linked to that is the

MAROUN KAIROQUZ

AL Ko ou? a8 P of 1ha
Peds and ot Africa T tha

Wi Enandenic Fofum

region's second risk: economle dowmiturn

Thee Mickdle East is horme to some of
the world's most successful modern
eoonomies — bul many, too, are fragile,
especially given geopolitical and climate
challenges.

Economic downliurm represents a very
real risk to the (thus far successful) transi-
Howes away Prom the Fossil fued econormy for
s — amd the remesdy 1o this is deepening
eonomic cooperation ancd tracde,

The good news is that, acconding to the
Forum's Global Cooperation Barometer
report, digitization of the glohal ecomnomy
continues 1o drive increased coopera-
tion. IFMENA economies can keep the
maomentiuwm on digitalization and coopera-
tion — and so far, the evidence s that they
can — a regional economic downiurn can
be avoided.

The world will watch closely and with
much anticipation as Syrias new forelgn
minlster addressees the Workd Ecomomic
Forum's annual mecting in Davos this week.

As his first public engagernent oatskde of
the: regtion, that speech is expected 10 chart
A course for Synan dipdomacy,

Diespate Lthe threat of armed conflict, there
are other bright spaots, too. The Gulf, for
eaarmple, has seen a resurgence of diplo-
matic overtures between some GCOC ocono-
mibes o ot side and Iran on the other.

Linemployrent ranked as the fifth-
highest risk in the MENA region. When it
codmees (o the region’s vast voung popula-
tiom, this probiem is particularhy acute.

Youth unemplovment in the MENA
regian hit 24.4 percent in 2023, doukde the
global average, This prevenis voung people
across the region from fulfilling their polen-
tal and can even be politically destabilizing.

As history unfolds, the Middle East's
struggles, opportunities and trivmphs
serve as a reminder of the profound stakes
imvolved, nod just for the region, but for a
workd that is increasingly interconnected.
The beszons of 2024 should inspire a more
collaborative and sustainable path foreard,
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World Economic Forum

SPECIAL INTERVIEW

"We believe stability and
peace are a prerequlslte

to prosperity

e (lobal economy needs more stable Middle East, Faisal Alibrahim said ahead of WEF summit in Davos
e Saudi minister of economy and planning discussed FDI inflow, giga-projects, need for common ground

Relna Takkn oy acdb

A stable Middle East

is crucial for global
prosperity, according

to the Sawdl minlster of
economy and planning,
who also underlined the
hingdom™ commitment
o being a reliable pariner
lor economic growth.

Speaking to Arab Mews ahead
ol the World Economic Forum
annual meeting I Davos,
Switzerland, Faisal Alibrahim
sail: “We believe in stability
and [ A% A prerequisite for
prosperity, and e Belleye in
the globhal economies’ need fora
more stable Middle East.”

He emphasized that  the
Ringdom's own transformative
journey plays a significant rode in
fostering regional stability and
Prasperely,

"We see our role mtermally,
in unlocking our potential as an
economy and society, (We also
see) its clear amnd direct mpact
on the region's stability andd
prosperity,” he said

Alibrahim conveyed 4
message  of and
reassurance, "The message that
[ would share on top of that
i= that the Kingdom is a long
term, reliable partner, and will
always work toward shaping a
prosperous ol re,”

Il you keecp that i muamd,
and then you keep in mind the
opportunities that are being
created i the Ringdom with thas
transformation, you’ll see that
there is no better place to invest
for resulis, both commercially
and financially but also from an
impact point of view, than the
Ringdom today.”

He encouraged investors to
recognize the sipnificant opjpaor-
thivt  the  Ringdom's
transformative journey presenits,

crifide e

e saidl.

lunites

Attracting foreign
investment
Allbrahim cmphasized  the
Ringdom's commitment  to
attracting 2100 hillion in foreign
dlirect U0,
bBul =tressed that the focus is
on  attracting  high-guality,
lonE-term, valuc-creating
investments thai contribule
significantdy 1o the Kingdom's
ECOMImG EToAwth anad
dievelopment.

“Oiir target is sl 5.7 percent
ool D 2000, which amounts

b vesd rmend ||[|.'

ina specilal
intervicw in

Riyadh, Sawdi
Minigtar of
Ecancmy wnd
Flamning Foisal
Allbrashim, maln
and opposite
page, told Arab
Mewa’ Rizina
Takls that the
Kingdam's
transformation
contributes

to reglonal
wtablility.
AN mhotos

roughly to 5100 hbillion of
inflow in 2080, Thats why the
Matlonal  Investment  Strategy

was lannched, and since It was
launched, we've been exceeding
aur yearly targeis, consistently”
Fes saied,

While acknowledging the
challenges, Alibrahim expressed
confidence in  achieving this
target, saving: “This s a long-
LEFi Joarney amd we need o
continue working with our
partners, continue  working
intra-governmentally to fizure
ol more ways where we can
make sure that the momentum
we have in atfracting loreign
capdtal will continue”

He highlighted the importance
of continuows  policy  rehne-
menl and a proactive approach
to identifving and addressing
potential roadblocks,

Acknowledging  the
trends i FE inflows, Alitbrahim
noted  that while 2023 saw
fguires exceeding initial tarpets,
the first three guarters of 2024
showed a slight decline toaround
SKIT billion. "We'll continue to
mcitor how i progresses, amd
s Whal the Buest numbers ape”
Fies safed,

However, he emphasized that
these fipures should be viewed
within the context of a long-term
Erlectory,

Emphiasizing the imporance
of private-sector engagement,
Altbrabiim el “Many laws are
being revised, Many laws are

Meceril

bring taken to public consulta-
tion, and at the heart of all of this
15 engagement with the private
sector and with investors o
understand that these laws and
the reforms and the regulations,
as they evolve, are exactly, whal
15 necded.”

Shielding economy
from shocks

Alibraliim acknowledged  the
mnherent challenges posed by
the interconnected nature of
the global economy. “Its impor-
tant to keep in mind that we
are sfulting the structure of the
Sandi economy,” he sakd. “We're
shifting from an ecomomic strc-
fure that relied FEavily o il
inflons for it= economic activily,
to one where we will continue
to rely on inflows, but not in the
SAmMe manner.”

This
accorthing (o him, is crocial Tor
mitigating the impact of external
shocks and building a more resil-
1enl ECOnomny.

Highlighting the encouraging
erowth of the non-ail sector as
evidence of this ongoing trans-
[ormation, he salkl “Nop-oll
achvities today represent 53
pereent of our total real GDE
NMon-oil growth for the last three
VEedars on average ks 6 percent.

“Ciir ambiltlon i= o take 1 #ver
further. We are closimg 20024 with
non-oil prowth at 3.9 percent.
In 2025, Wwe progect ol (o b 4.8
percenl, In 2026, the Minestry of

funclamental shiift

Economy planning projects il to
b 6.2 percent.”

He sald these hgures demon-
sirated the Rinpdom's prosress
in restructuring its economy in
the right direction.

(M ambition

and pradence
Acknowledging the ambitious
nature of the Ringdom's glga-
progects,  Alibrahim  empha-
sieerd the need for a bhalanced
approach. "What's critical is to
keep in mind that to achieve
Yision 2030, we started the
prlanmning with conflidence |ike
vou said, but also delivering
with optimism, and we believe
optimism is a cholce” he said.

“It%s a decision, It%s a design
mput. Its not just a put or
emotional reaction or a feeling,
bt meore bmportantly, managing
wilh |:I|'|||:|.-|-|1|'|'."

He cited the impressive growth
of the tourism sector, exceeding
initial tarsets, as a testament to
the hingdom’s ability' to effec-
tvely plan and execute ambitious
imitiatives.

“We had the target of 100
million wvisilors in 200, We
reached 100 million seven yvears
carly. Todav, that number has
beeen increased to 150 million”

This remarkable achievement
demonsirates  the  Kingdom™
capacily 1o socoessfully plan,
implement and even  surpass
ambithous goals, according (o

Alibrahim

WYWeare
closing
20024 with
non-oil
growih

at 3.9
percent.

In 20025,
we project
[tiobe B8
percent. In
20026, the
Ministry of
Economy
ETTL

Manning

projecis it
to he 6.2

pereent.

Still, he reiterated the need
for evaluation and adpistments.
“On top of that, we wanted
o make sure as we gof more
knowledgeable and are aware
o how (o manage the economy
amd  coonomic  managemeont,
we don't want to create value
leakage like what happened
before in the 198085, he said.

These adjustments reflec
a commitment to responsibie
anch development,
according Lo Ahbrahim,

He recognized that while the
tourism sector has exceeded
expectations, other factors,
sl as the emergence of new
progects, ecessitale a careful
review of tmelines and resource
allocatbon.

“In parallel, new mpuls came
in. We won hosting the Asian
Cup for 2027, Asian Winter
games in Traojena 2029, World
Expo 2080, World Cup 2034
Wee're hosting the waorlad twice i
four years very soon,” he said.

These new opportunitics,
while exciting, require careful
conslderation and infegration
into the overall development
plan, according to Alibrahim.

He also wunderscored the
necdiorcianty and transparency’
in these large-scale projects
“For the fArst time in a long
time, we do have clarity on the
fypes of projecis that we will
have and what kind of partners
we necd, which 15 clanty thal
the private sector always seeks.”
Iy saidd,

sutainable

Saudi Arabia
heads to Davos

saucdl Arabia’s delegation o the
WEF annual meeting in Davos
this vear will feature for the
first time a "Saudi House™ This
ceniralized hob will zerve as a
meeting point for government
cdfbcials, business leaders and
cther stakeholders participating
in the forum

saudi House was designed
to bring together all  the
government cnlitics that
are participating in  Davos
convenient locition,
Alibrahim =aid,

Using this  opporfunily
to create a positive impact
on the global economy, he
will champion a key call in
Davos Tor global leadership to
mase |'5-|'_'.'4|;|||| lepd economic
growth and embrace a more
ambitious, “intrepld  leader-
ship-led” approach,

in one



World Economic Forum
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Rewriting the

economic plavbook:
A new era of growth
Alibrahim  spoke ol  the
importance of reabizing  that
the Ringdom's approach (o
unlecking its potential involves
'|'-"|.'.I'|Ii||g the CCOTIONNIC

[l b fe,”

This ambitrous underfaking
exterls byevonil attractine
invesiment: s abemd  culblg-

vating a dynamic and wibrant
ecosvsiem that attracts both
capital and talent, according to
bk,

“This 1= fed just abogil 1mveest-
ments  or  the govermment
spending money,” he sakd, clabo
rating the point. “This is about
creating an environment thats
vibrant, that attracts capital,
attracts minds to the opporio-
nities that are belng created in
the RKingdom bed today by e
govermment.”

[his vision necessitates a
continuows process of reform
and sdaptation, Alibrahim said,
aclcding: “This means that relorm
1% 8 daily exercise”

He said the Kingdom is actively
working to enhance iis competi-
Liveness by streamlining regula-
Hons, improving the ease of
doing business, and fostering a
mdare  conducive  environmennd
[aor bath domestic and Intermae-
Lionil enterprises

A global growth
platform

Allbrahim assertedd that Sawddi
Arahiiia has emerioed as a leading
global growth platform. *What's
critical for us is the strensths
that the Kingdom has in the

past,” he said

He hizhlizhted a key differen-
Dator, saving: “"Every countey
has 1S sirengihs, and we need
to build on these strengths to
transform.”

He explained that while
many CoAiniress |l'|_'. PrImariey
ikl |'|||'|-\!'| |'|i|||||'.:|| PE=ILL0ES b
human capital, the Ringdom
POSSESSEes 0 Unkue advantags
by leveraging both. This unigue
combination of abundant natural
resciirces and a dynamic human
capital base sets the Kingdom
R TrOdEn Ay Ot b EIErgIng
markeis

Furthermore, he emphasined
thie Kingdom's strategic advan
tages. “We have a large land
area that can be leveraged For
tdiverse) projects,  including
Al. We have acress o natural
resonirces, apecifically cleanest
ey
but also renewable energy of the
cheapest wind and solar globally
delivered by the private sector.

“We also have green hvdrogen
invesiments working on  blue
hydrogen, working on  many
other sources” saldl  These
abundant and diverse energy
resoirces provide a  strong
foumdation for sustainable
economic growth amnd atiract
significant investment in clean

ererEy technologies,

s drocarbon Flodaally,

Strategic partnerships

[he growing significance of
partherships  with
leading global fnancial instit-

SATALE N

LS 1% i4n i|1|||-::-:|'I:|11I aspeecl o
consider, according to Alibraim.
"The Kingdom today is a global
ivestmenl powerhouse thal's

SAUDI HOUSE,
EVENTS

dan, 20, 10:20 om,

Transforming Industrial
Cites into Smart Hubs

dan, 20, 12486 p.m.
'||||'|:|r|v|::||l1-|;||:||; C41R Saudi
Arabia Metaverse
Pavilion | Industry Hubs

Jan. 20, 2 p.m,

Health in All Policies:
Advancing Health, Equity
and Sustainabdlity

dan. 20, 440 p.m.
Framewaorks for Resilience,
Growth, and Global
Collaboration

dan. 20, 8 p.m.
'||||'|:|rlv|::h-|:||:|-: C4IR Saudi
Arabla Metaversse
Pavillen | Industry Hubs

dan, 21, 7:30 a.m
Collaboration for

the Intelligent Age:
Transforming Healthcare
through Virtual Innovation

dan. 21, § a.m
Travel and Touriem's
Raole in Bullding Trust

dan, 21, 10:20 a.m
Building Resilient
Communities

darn 21, 11:490 a.m.
Logistics: the Hoart
of Global Trade Growth

leveragimg on its  diplomatic
determination, economic poten-
tkal, resources with natural and
human,” he said

While the Kingdom has long-

standing  relationships  with
many globhal financial  insti-
inttbon=, the nature of these

[RArinershipes 1% evidy g

“What's different today s thai
we'Te seelng a lot of these firms
when we lalk
ment Arms, we're looking at the

aboul  invest-

Kinpdom as not just a sowrce of

capital, but as a capital of oppor-
indties™ he sald.

He mamiained thai
global financial mstitutions are
increasingly  recognizing  the
Kingdom not just as a destina-
tbonr for nvestment, but as a4
pariner in growth and develop
ment. “They want to invest in
the Kingdom,” he sald,

Hie also
growing confidence of intemma-
tional investors in the Ringdom's
COOT G transformation.
“Almost 571, if I'm not mistaken,
il lnational companies, invest-
ment amd otherwse, have signed
it re-establish their or estab
lish the regon headdguarters i
the Ringdom well bevond our
targets for 20080, six seven veirs
ahead (of schedulel”

This significant influx of moulti-
II.I|:III:IiiI| l:'IIII:I|IiIIIII"'| o4 el L T et ]
testament o the
prowing attractvencss of the
Kingdom as a business and
invesineent hub, he added.

leacding

et ol T

i powerfl

Saudi leadership
imperatives

When asked about successful
beadership, Albrahiom outhined

three key imperatives: a long
fETTE Vigiomn, UWaAYETInE
-::-||I:u|||:~:r|. .'II:|I| d CCHEINLLment i1
bualching strong institutions.

He spokice of the importance
of a longlerm  perspective,
saying: “In the Kingdom, when
we started with Vislon 2030,
came mom a long-tern  view,
and I'm goang to always refer to
||I|.' YaARMIEL 1M ] BN IIII:'1:|I'I:' .i.lll!1
example because we're hiving it
=0 Lhe first thing is having a long-
term horizon and continoously
thinking with a long-term view,”
he said.

vecording o hibm, this longE-
e vision serves as a guiching

&

Non-oll activithes today
represent 22 percent
ol our todal real G
Non-oil growth for

the last three years on
average is G perceni.

principle, ensuring  that  all
decisions  anmnd  inlbalives  are
alignesd with  the Ringdom’s
overarching eoals an«d
Aspirations.

Furthermore, Alibrahim

pointed to the importance of
clarity in the planning and effec
tive commumnication in driving
progress. “This ks a  dav-in,
clay-oait exercise that we need o
continue living in order to be in
a better position to achieve our
ambitions" he said.

Finally, Alibralim highlighted

the oriacsd mole of  stmone
institutions L =UPPOITINRE
sustainable  development  and
bong-term prosperity “To

—
.
e -

continue investing in building
institutional capahilities
This 15 a boneE-term invesiment.
This s something that il
serve the penerstions to come
sSironger  institutions mean
better economic performance”
B sk,

A common ground

The importance of Anding and
fostenng common groamnd mn an
increasingly interconnected yed
fragmented world was pointed
cant b Alibrahim.

“We were in Berlin a few
maonths aro. The [heme was
Comman Ground, We talked
about it in Davos two or three
vears ago. In the blog post, we
puzhed the common ground is
what keeps people at the table,
and we need to make sure we
malntain that common eroumnd
afd hght for prolectng thal
common ground, but also work
constructively o prow it” he
said.

According to Alibrahim, the
globxal
wilh mcreasing trade fragmen-
tation and a shift away from
hyper-globalization. “The world
15 shiftmg” he sail “"There
15 more trade fmapgmentation
Hyper globalization has ended
Today we have a new Kind of
elobalization™

This new reality necessilales
renewed focus on dialogue and
collaboration, he said, adding
“All this means that dialosue is
EOINE [0 De esseniial, amnd at the
fwearl ol the dialogue s keeping
calr mind on what we have in

LIETArIEal .I:I'.II NOAY W San b ELFEN

i i . 3
[AndscapsE 15 EVolving

Lhat as we myove [orwarl”
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HHEHTYTITHMS

IN RITALDHRH

Jazz legend

Herbie
Hancock
eyes new

musical

frontier in
Saudi Arabia

Performing in Rivadh was a ‘ereat
experience, the jazz-funk pioneer said

Lama ARamawi Hivack

American jazz lewend
Herhie Hancock hopes

to expand his music
training program to Saudi
Arabia, he revealed In an
interview with Arab News.,

“We'd lowve 1o have a presence
RiEre in Sommee Way, youl kiosy, and
some activities here,” Hancock
told Arab News.

"Then thes woundd be a place 1
conild visit and have my footprnt
hiere in some way. That would be
absolutely amazing,”™ he saicl

The T-time Grammy winneg
relerring o the  Hertoe
Hancock Institute aof Jaxz at
UCLA, which is a nonprofit
education orzanization  that
uses internationally  acclaimed

L

JizE masters (O D proanisng
VRN FESicians.
HancosE made v ocolmmenis

AR & wiesek-bome visit 1o Rivach

INNOVATIVE FUTURE

qusi  overwhelmed

acoomipanied by Janks Siegel, amd
the Herbie Hamoock Institute of
Jazz Performance Ensemble.

The group performed at the
capitals King Fahd Cultural
Center  alongsicle  Saoudi  jazs
vieralist Nournh Alammary on
Tuesday, in an event organized
in codlaboration with the 1S
Emhbassy in Hivadh and the
satndi Music Commission.

“she was fantastic ...
s Enofmoass polential
extremely  alenled,
The way she was
improvising and it
wis really preat”
Hancock said.

Speealking a ol
hi= EXperience
performing in Rivadh,
Hancock sasd: "I

she

ETHES
whien
[ looked at it and =aw the
incredible design, amd the
futuristic parts af its display
AImAZINg

Wi s s

Amerioan jarz legoend Harbie
Hancock receantly performed
alongside Janis Slegel at the King
Fahd Cultural Center in Riyadh.

Supgdbesd

"":" there's a
#__1._
- sense of

history

fhere, bt

a =enme of the

future i its desagn.

It was really, really a
Ereal experience,”

Dunng their tinee 1n

Rivacdh, Hancock and the
delegation also led & master
class for Saudil music students
ot the Music Hub, a roundiakdle
ol wornen in the arts with female
Saudi arfists, and an event with
Saudi traditional musicians at the
Ahmed Mater Studio.

“"We've gone to Ahmed Matar's
studio and met some of the
vourng students that are working
there: 1saw his library” he saied,

1 =aw =0 much of his equap-
ment. Somae of it's vervald ... that
he bought over the several years
that hes been really mastering

ks wiork. And. I mean, hes a

very kearmed person

“And, and hes a lover of jazz
too, he had a bunch of jazz
records, (a) bunch of my records
that were there ™ Hancock sald,

When asked hoav his experence
in the: Ringebom has been, Hanoock
proamdly stated: “Its been really
amazng. I've boen treated like a

o
Saudi Arabia’s cultural

seene s evolving at an
incredible pace, amd
hosting a legend like
Herbie Hancock is a huge
milestone.

Michiel Ratray

LIS &rmhpsEnacr 11 "l"..._'l 1

king. really it's been fantastic”
siegel highlighted her experi
ence in the Kingdom, stating: "1
have tozay, the people have been
SO Warm and welcoming
“It just fecls fantastic, And ]
cidit know what 1o expect, o

I'm =0 hapgey,” she s,

Speaking about her perfor-
mance alongsidc Hancock at
the King Fahd Cultural Center,
selme] said: “First of all, let me
Sy that 1S a porgeous hall. T1s
stunning, And the sound 1= very
gomn] as well.

"1 just saw a sea of smiling faces
ot there, And I felt in a way, that
peapde were moved by the music
andd the rhythim, bul they didn™
guite know how to express it ..
ey seemed 1o |'-e':||I:|.' lkersow aned
appreciate Herbie's contnbulion
to this art form and his place in
music history,” Regel said.

US Ambassador to Sawdi Arabia
Michael Ratney welcomed the
slVInE: Arakma’s
cultural scene 15 evolving at an
incredible pace, and hosting a
femend like Herbie Hancock is a
huge milestone,

“Hs f=ic has inspared genera-
trons and having him hereisa testa-
ment to the Ringdom’s remarkable
cultural transkormeation.”

visil. *Saicdi

Efjat Universily conference maps out pathways for sustainable tech

Arabh Mews eodah

Experts at the 2md Interna-
tiomal Learning and Technolosy
Copference have undberiined e
critical mle of synergy between
humans and machines in drving
sustainability and educational
innaovation.

The _
Effat University in Jeddah, had
the theme “Human-Machine
Dynamics Fueling a Sustainable
Future™ and brought together
spealiers who discussed how
technology could be harnessed
ta address global challenpes like
climate change and resource
sCarcity

It fecused on the transforma-
tive potential of human-machine
dynamics in educanon, enypha-
IMnNovanse

EVERL, Orgamised 1y

SEZINIE, Approaches
that combined human nsights
A machine mtcllipence
o address sustainability
challenges,

The twio-clay conference
[eatured a dynamic exchange ol
ideas through Keynote speeches,
an  engaging panel  discussion
and mteractive workshops, all
highlighting the latest advance-
menis i1 human-machine
dymamics.

The keynote speakers at tha
IrsREral wiere [N
Hasan Al-Nahdy, chair of CES
Consulting; Mohammoed-Slim
Alouini, Al-Khawarizmi distin
guished professor at  King
Abdullah University of Scicnce
and Technology:; and Ahmed
Hassan, president of Elsewedy
Universitv of Technology,

In her speeech, “Technological
[nmovations [or Sustainabiligy,”
Al-Mahdy stressed the need for
the optimal use of technology to
1T I 30 @ TE ISR 0HES.

I s caplire
emissions before entering and
polluting  the atmosphers by
converting it into energy,” she

it (W]

requilred 1o

=
1=

sxid, addinge: “Technology
is the heartbeat of driving

siestalnability”

Alowini spoke on  “Towanrds
Connecting  the Remaining
Unconnected,” while Hassan
addressed “Genervative Al for
University Contributions o
S pe"

Effat University President Dr.
Haila Jamalalkadl saicl the univer-

sily  reviessed  and  accepled

FASTFACT

The two-day conference
featured keynote speeches,
an engaging panel discussion
and Interactive workshops,
all highlighting the latest
advanceaments i human-
machine dynamics.

Thea
Entommatonml

Lenrming anvd
Tachnolagy

Conference at
Effat Uinkversity

browught
together
spmakers who
discusssd how
tochnology
oould be
harnsssed to

address global
chalberngis,

- =
‘:ﬁ -.'-.:'.l.--|'.|-.!

70 papers out of a total of 17
subimissions from 330 anthors
and researebwrs waorldwide. She
aclched the university has been
commifted 1o sustainabality
over the years, recosnizing its
importance in addressing global
clHmate chanee crises,

“The outcome of the confer-
ence I8 that sustainability is not
oftly a word bat an &ction that

ne=tls o be Laken mto acooaind

to make sure academia are mnter-
actors with other stakcholders
like sovernments and indos-
trnes in reducing emissions and
Esrg :-1:'-.I_.|;|||.|I|:|i'|:. S | =
skl

Referming o the role of Effad
University in research, commi-
nity service, and teaching and
Aming.
conference significantly contrib-
wied o achleving
ability by bridging learning ancd
lechnodogy,

“These days technology is the
one that helps uws significantly
in reducing emission footprint
and thus we are joining with
the global mission m ensuring
sustainability,” she said.

In her opening remarks,
conference chair and dean of
Effat College of Engineering,
Akila Sarirete, highlighted
the legacy of the university
i OorgamiEing the conlerence

Iamalallall  said  the

KUSEALTT-

since 2002,
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FIRST PHASE OF CEASEFIRE
UNh 1itari
ffortst ide aid to G
Organization to leverage opportunity for large-scale relief in enclave: official
AFP United Rations I :II{_ ;i IIJI{.;I[,I,H
The UN's humanltarian
affalrs agency said # In Gaza, people were
it has ratcheted up celebrating, waving
its preparations for Palestinian flags In the street.
providing aid to Gaza In Israel, the ceasefire was
after the ceasefire met with guarded optimism.
ety Inracl snd ® Hundreds of trucks walted

Hamas takes effect,

Mubannad Hadi, the agency’s
hummanitarian  coordinator  for
the territory, said Saturday the
Upited Mations and lis pariners
are ready 1o leverage the oppaor-
tunity for large-scale refief

Hadi referenced im a state-
ment the asreements reached
on implementing hamanitartan
components 1 the first |||'|.1|=-.|‘
al the ceasehre, including the
provision of supplies "including
water. food, health and shelter to
peaple acmss Gaza and the long-
awaited release of hostages.”

Meanwhile, thousands of
Gazans carrying tents, clothes
and their personal  belong-
ings were seen heading back to
their bomes, after more than 15
manths of war that displaced the
rast majority of the territory’s
]||||:Iu]:|1|-::ll'|. T Ay CRses o
than onee,

In the northern area of Jabalia,
hundreds of Gazans streamasd
dovwn a =|andy path. relurning
b an apocalyptic  landscape
dotted with piles of rubbie and

destroyed builbdings.

Thouasands of Gazrnns headed back to thaelr homes, aftar more than 16 monthe of wor that displaced the vost majority of the territory’s populatian, o5

And 1 the main southern city
of Khan Yunis, people celebrated
their pending homecoming

"I'm very, very happy,” said
Wafa Al-Habeel "1 want to go
hack and kiss the ground and

- a i - o =

the soil of Gaza. [ am longing for
Gaxa City and longing for owr
loved ones.”

In Gaza, people were
celebrating, waving Palestinian
flags in the street,

" - o ———

In Israel, the ceasefire was med
with guarded optimizm, =1 dont
trust our side or their side”™ said
faxi drnver David Guottocrman
“"Ahways at the last moment
something, a problem, can pop

- E
-
. . ar =

wp, but all in all I'm really happy.”

Shal Zalk, an emploves al Tel
AvVIY's art museum, said he had
“mixed feclings,” but was “Tull
of hope™ that the hostages would
retur.

at the Gaza border, polsed to
enter from Egypt as soon as

they get the all-clear to deliver
desperately nesded akd.

® The war's only previous
truoe, for one wealk in

Movember 2023, also saw

the releass of hostages held
by militants in axchange for

Palestinian prisoners.

Hundreds of trucks waited af
the Gaza border, poised (o enter
from Egvpt as soon as they get
the all-clear to deliver desper-
ately needed aid. Some trucks
were loaded with prefabricated
feoLses

Epviprtian  Foregn Minlster
Badr Abdelatty said 600 trucks a
day would enter Gaza, including
a0 carrying fuel.

The wars only previous truce,
for one week In November 323,
also saw the release of hostages
held by militants in exchange for
FPalestinian prisoners.

Hamass Oct, 7 allack resulted
in the deaths of LII0 people,
according o an AFP tally of
[zraeli official Agures.

‘OPPORTUNITY"®
laly’s Joreign
ministerlo
visit Israel,
Palestine

AFP Homie

[talian Forelem Minlster Antonio
Tajani will visit Tsrael and Pales-
tinian territones now that a long-
awaltel ceaselire in Gara has
come mnto effect, his ofhoe said
Sunday.

Tajani will travel Monday to
“Israe]l and Palestine™ to meet
Israell President Isasc Herzoe,
Israeli Forelgn Minister Gideon
Saiar  and  Palestimian Prime
Alinisier Maohammed Mustalfa, i
saml In a statemeent.,

*The entry mto force of the

aUDAN CRISIS

Paramilitary attack

agreement offers & historic
opportunity  for the lsraeli
peaple, for the Palestinian people
and for the entire region,” Tajani
saied.

“Twill coafirm o the Tsraeli and
Palestinian authorities the Ialan
sovernment’s commitment to

near besieged Darfur kills 14

AFP Port Sudmn

A paramilitary atiack on an area east
of North Darfur's besieged capital
El-Fasher has Kilbed 14 Sudaness
clvilians, activists sakld on Suncagy,
The “treacherous attack™ toolk
place in an area “nportheastern Um
Radadah in North Ikrfur state on
Saturday,” sxid the bkecal resistance
committee. The sroup s one of
humdreds of volunteer organizmions
ihal have coordinaies] asd acmes
suclan durmg 21 months of fghting
between the regular army and the
paramilitary Rapéd Support Forces,
El-Fasher, 3 city of some 2 milliom
peaple which ks been under shepe
of the paramilitary troops sinos
May, has seen somne of the heroest
fighting of the war as the army
badtles 1o Keep ats kst foothodd In

Homa to same

2 million people,
El-Fasher is

undaer slege by

the paramilitary
troops. Reuters

the vast Darfur regicn of westerm
Nearty all of Darfur s
now contmdled by the paramdb-
tary troops, which has also taken
over swalhes of the neighbormg
Fordodan megion and much ol

Suclan

central Sudan. The regulbar army still
coguimals the north amd east, while
the capital Ehartoum and neigh-
boring cibtics are a  hattlesroamnd
bebwern the warmng parties.

The war in Swilan Beygan o

b e & e ]

HIGHLIGHTS

® Nearly all of Darfur is now
controlled tl'jl the pu.ru.mili'l:arjl
troops, which has also

taken over awathes of the
neighboring Kerdofan region
and much of central Sudan.

@ The regular army still
controls the north and sast,
while the capital Khartoum

and neighboring cities are a
battleground between the

wWarring parties.

Aprtl 20023, and has killed tens of
thotsamds of people and uprooted
more than 12 million, creating whal
the Unsed Nations calls one of the
worsl humamitarian disasters in
recenl memory,

alleviate the painful conditions
of the civilian population that has
suifTered so much,” e sadd,

“Our humanitarian  interven-
tions will continwe and be further
strengt hemed ™ he added,

Tajaml  wall  stress
“attention” {a]

[taly's
“post-war

reconstruction in Gaza”

He will also co-chair with
[sraels Saar a meeting with the
Dusiness commumnty “lo Hios-
trate  mvestment  opportun-
ties between the two countries,
within the ramework of growth
diplomacy mitiatives.”
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Atghanistan blames US

LETHAL CONSEQUENCES

invasion, sanctions for
environmental damage

Afghanistan ranked 7th on global index of countries
most vulnerable, least prepared to adapt to climate change

Modaser Islami =abo

The US invasion of

Afghanistan and
subseguent sanctions
exacerbated the iImpacts

of climate change in the

couniry, the Natlonal
Environmental Protection
Agency sald on Sunday,

as Kabul called on the
International community

For support in combating
the ecologlical crisis.

Between the 2001 US-led invasion
and its chaotic withdrawal in
2021, the US military had dropped
tems of thowsands of bombs on
Afghanistan, many of which are
munitions that can keave a toxic
footprant on the environmeent.

“The presence of American and
NATO Forces in Afghanistan for
201 years has had a wide-ranging
impact on  Afghanistan” D,
Zainul Abedin Abed, technical
and polcy deputy director-
generil at NEPA, told Arab News.

"Among the environmental
impacts, we can meniion cases
surch as the destrection of agricul-
tural land ... These impacts have
pui  pressare on the Afghan
enviromment  and  accelerated
chiimate change. The US and
NATO have used weapons and
chemical substances, which is
irreparable”

In April 207, the US military
dropped the GBHU-43'H Massive
Crclamnce Alr Blast Bomb, known
as “the mother of all bombs” on
Afzhanistan's mastern Nangarhar
provinoe. It s the most powerful
nor-nuclear bomb ever used by
Washington in a conflict.

“The adverse effects of the
MOABE i Tora Bora distinct of
Mangarhar provinee inclucded
an increase in premature births,
shin discases amnd neurological
problems.” Abed said, adding that

'STOP THE VIOLENCE"

Peopie sit near a tree, following flash floods after heavy rainfall, in Dahane Larkhab srea in Afghanistan on May 26, 051

the Bomb also destroyed homes
and caused damage to the local
COOTOIMY,

Afghanistan  has  suffered
through decades of war even
before  the US-led  inwasion,
including a decade of Soviel
invasion that al=o saw foreign
forees deploying chemical
weapons, =uch as napalm, 1o
dhes IOy Croqps,

The couniry lost around B0
percent of its forests in the
conflicts, according o Taliban
Depuity  Foreggn Mingster Sher
hMohammad Abdas Stanikzan

"The destructive bombs that
the Soviet Unlon osed on our
lorests have destroved a major
part of the country's forests, Our

country faced another crisis as

the US and NATO forces experi-
mented with their weapons in
Afghanistan, which couldn®t be
used  amvwhere  else, withouwt
any mercy on the people of
Alghanistan,” Stanikzai said at the
national climate change confer-
ence in Kabul on Wednesday.

"Now, 1 call on the world
countries, the United Nations,
the European Union, Amoerica as
well as neiphboring and regional
coumniries to suppart Afghanistan
in these difficult times. 1S their
moral responstiality, especally
those countries that contribated
to climate change™

Dr. Abdul Lanf Nazan.
Afghanistan's deputy minister

ol economy, sakd at the confer-
ence that it was “important to §i
sanctons and remove restrictions
50 the international organizations
can work with owur entities.” such
as MEPA.

Alphanistan is one of the most
viulnerable and least prepared
countries to adapt to climate
change, ranking seventh on the
Notre Dame Global Adaptation
Index, despite being a country
with the llth lowest conirib-
utar per capdia to global carbson
E TSRS HOS,

“"Alghamsian’s conlnbution to
global climate change has been
inconsequential”  Kabul-based
envirommental expert Noorudin
Talali tok] Arabh News,

Southeast Asian foreign ministers seek
breakthrough in Myanmanr conflict

AP Larghswl

southeast Astan  foredgn  mdiis-
ters gathered Sunday for their
first meeting this vear under the
regional bloc’s new chair, Malaysia,
soeking a  breakthrough ower
Myanmears drawn-out civil war
and territorial disgrtes in the Soath
Chenea Sea,

The retreat om  the  wiylhc
northern resort island of Langlkaw
was Lhe first major meeting of the

10-member Association of South-
east Agian Nations hosted by
Malavsia Officials suid it ams to
chart the blocs direction for the
vear as it ires fo resobve Myanmars
deadly four-vear crisis and tensions
over Chinas increasing asscriive-
mess in the South China Sea
Malovsian  Forelgn Mindster
Mohamad Hasan said Myvanmar —
represcnted by a low-level Foregn
Ministrv official after §s juntas
leaders were barmed from formal

ASEAN mertings bricfed the
gathering about plans for a general
electhon this vear, Bul the bloc
wanis Myanmars government to
ensure peace before any polls are
heeld, he saed.

"“We said the election has to be
inchwive. The electon cannot
b 0 [=olathon, &8 has o involve
all stakeholders” he told a pews
conference at the end of the
retreat. "We toldd them the election
15 ok our prionty, Our prioaily s

to stop the violenoe.”

The crisis in Mvammar has
enberged a8 one of the hlocs
bagpest challenges sinee a military
coup ouwsted an elected civilian
povernment in February 20621,
plunging the country imto conflict.
1t heas sparked an armed resistance
movement, with rmhel  forees
now controlling large parts of
the country, The war has killed
tens of thotesands of peopde, and
displaced millions.

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Special visas

Around 200

Afghans flown
olS

Nearly 200 Afphan nationals
have been flown on to the US
after thelr special bmilgra-

Hon visas were processed in
the Phulippines as part of an
apreement between Mantla and
Washington, the 1S Embassy
in Mamila said Sunday. The
Afghans left the Philippines in
several groups on commercial
fights kast weelk after complet-
ing thelr application process for
resetilement in the US, accoad-
ing to embassy spolkesperson
Ranishka Gangopadhvay. The
Afehans arrived in the Philip-
pines on Jan. 6. Details of thelr

numbers and location were
kept secret by officials. AP

Eastoermn Indonesia

Mount Ibun
erupis more
than LOOO times

A volcano in castern Indonesia
has erupted at least a thousand
times this month, according
o an odlicial report Sunday

as efforts were underway Lo
evactiate thousands of villag-
ers living mear the rumbling
mountain. Mount [ba, on the
remaofbe island of Halmahera

in MNorth Maluku provinee,
sent a colwmn of smoke wp o

four Eilometers nto the sky

in an eruption on Wednesday.,
[nikonesian officials rised its
alert status to the highest level
and called for the esacuathon
of 3,000 people. It was one of
LO78 eruptions by the volcano
recorded sinee Jan.l, AFP
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What Were Reading Today

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Monetary Economics and Policy’

FIERFADLO BENIGND

Owver the past two decades,
monatary policy has been
dupin:.lud in unprecedanted
ways, as central banks
attermpted to mitigate

gsurgas. In “Monatary
Economics and Paolicy,”
Pierpacio Benigno offers a
new way to understand the
potency and effectivencss

the adverse = i of monatary pollcy,
CONSEqUE RGeS r | presanting a
of the 2007~ | MOMETARY | unified modeling
2008 financial ECONOMICS | framework to
crisis, the | AND POLICY analyze policy
COVID-18 | aen | Challenges posad
global lockdown, by both paper and
and recent | digital currency
inflatlonary | systems.

I
Qil spill Mo respite
Russians take Milder winds
Epiphany dip in help Los Angeles

polluted waters

Russians in the southern clty
ol Anapa toolk thetr traditional
Epiphany dips in waters
affected by a major oil smll,
officials said, despite concerns
about the toxic pollution.
Orthodox Chirlstians celebrate
Epiphany on the night of Jan.
18-19, with Kussians

across the country typically
plunging themselves mto icy
seas, lakes and rivers 1o mark
the oocasion. (fficials in the
southern city of Anapa said the
festivities went ahessd on the
city's beach, despite the entire
arta having been contaminated
by an ongoing major il spall.
AFP

firefighters

Lighter winds in the Los
Angeles aren s weekemd
browught momenfary respite to
the thousands of firefighters
batiling deadly wildfires, but
meetearalogists sakd sironger
winds woutldd add to “critbeal fire
wealther” as soon as Monay,
There is “virtuwally 2ero chanoe
of rain”™ over the next week,
which 15 also expected (o see

a refurm of the notoriously
powerful Santa Ama winds, said
a metecrologist, As thousands
off fivelighilers work around the
clock to contain the fires that
have claimed at least 27 lves,
President-cloct Donald Trump
el bee hoped to visit soon. AFP

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Trump's Day 1 agenda poised to reveal his priorities

agshington is hold-

ing its breath until

today's inauguration

ol President-elect

Diogeild Trumy be-

cause of what he has
threatened to do on his Arst day in office,
Trump saml at a town hall meeting in 2023
that. if he was elected for a second term as
president, he would not be a dictator "ex
cept for Day 17 On the campaign trail, he
atlch=d] that he wani= o “close the horder,
and Twand to drell, eeill, dreill™ on the s
dlay, People recall these words as they wail
to find out which Trump will show up at
thie Owal Office.

There are differing opinions on what o
expect on his Arst day. His political allies,
as well as his opponents, agree that it will
not be a usual day at the White House,
Republican Sen, Johin Barrasso, the Senate
majority whip, promised “shock andd
awe" and a "blizzard of execative orders.”
Although all presidents sign execu
tive orders on thedr first day in the Owal
Oflice, Trump s ||'I-i-e'l:|' Ior have a huge plle,

a @ 1
Tromp wanted

aceasefire In
(ravea Lo come
into effect before
he took office
and yesterday
he ot his wish

ki 1

e
Iy 'I'_ ! "

reportedly more than 100, Stall, there are
others who predict this boasting will be
more shock than awe, but even then it will
not be @ rormal day.

I'mump's apenda will be extensive, but he
has his priorities and these are the issues
he s expected to act on immediately

Immigration fas been a lop priocty
[or Tromp. He believes it is what got him
clected and it is expected to be at the top of
ke list of executive orders. He has sakd he
will use his authority to “close the border”
His press secretary Ramdine Leavill
confirmed that immigration and the border
with Mexico woubd be 3 prionty.

Sl sl “We knwrw thal an D&y 1 heas
poing 1o launch the larpest mass deportation
of illegal immigrants in American history”
However, this will present the new admimis-
teatbon with a big chalbenge, both financially
ar] lossistically, andd i will have o hurman toll
of the millions who will be affecied

According to the Department of
Homeland Security, there were an
estimsated 11 million immigrants who
Lac kel PRl be=ral status in the 178
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in 20k22 and possibly qualibed Pfor depor-
tation. This would be a massive opera
tion. But something has to be done aboat
immigration to fulfll the president-clect s
promise to volers

Another Trump priority is a possible
pardon of the Jan. 6 foters who were
comvicied ol breaking mto the Capilol
building in 2021, He has vowed to pardon
them, but there is uncertainty about his
plans and whether he will do it on Day L
Trump has recently avobded giving any
cbetadls about thits e, leay I pueOpie
guessing whether he will pardon only
the nonvicodent rloters ap If there will be a
Bilankel pardon, Vice President LD, Vance
secmed to rle out pardoning the violent
offenders and distinguished between them
andl the peaceful protesters,

stripping fopelgners who are born in the
115 of the right 1o automatie citizenship,
or birthright, is another podential first-day
exccutive order. The 14th Amendment
grants all persons born or naturalized in
the US instant Amertcan clitizenship, bui
Trump wants to change that. This change

will cerfainly prompt numerouws legal
acthons by those opposed to the change and
il comdel emd wp at the Supremss Court

Trump is also considering another
executive order on his first day in office
that would prevent the enforcement of the
bairn o TiR Todk. This would give timee o the
popular video-sharng platiorm o find a
solution, either through a sale or another
aliermative, after Congress passed a Llaw
hanning it last vear.

Bt what about the wars in the Middle
East and Ukraine! Tromp wanted a
ceasefire in Gaza to come into effect before
he took office and vesterday he got his
wosdt, He also said many times dunng
the camipaign that he could end the war
in Ukraine with a deal on his fArst day in
office, although lately he has backiracked
and started using the wording “very
gquibckly,” The preslerl-elect s advisers
conceded last week that ending the war
will take months, if not "even longer”

But Trunmg is determined to fulfill his
provmises andd the waorld waill soon find out whai
Ammerica will look Hke for the next four years

Baghdad is
particularly
concerned about
aresurgence of
Daesh following
the collapse
of the Assad
regime in Syria

Al-Sudani plans to protect Iraq from regional upheaval

ELYONTIE WD s Deer obse -
ing the performeance of lragi
Prime Minister Mohamned
Shia Al-Sudand will have nao-
trcecd his determined efforts
to shield his country from
the negative repercussions of the rapidly
evalving developments in the Middle East,
This is particularly evident after the
successive losses sustained by the so-called
Axis of Resistance led by Iran, This axis
includes several armed Iragi factions that
pledpe allegiance (o Iranian Supreme
Leader All Khamened, some of which
became active after the Oct. 7, 20023, attacks
by Hamas, launching drone and missile
sirikes agalnst targels in sre
Al-Sudam set aboul persuading his
allies m the Coordination Framework to
dissuade armed factions from attacking
[srael, =0 as to spare lrag from the possi-
Balliey of military retaliation from Tel Aviv
that might have devastating effects on
[raq’s fragile economy and mfrastractoure.
Barhdad has seen the destruction in
raza, Lebanon and the West Bank, the

weakening of Iranian determrence capahbili
ties following the decline of its allies'
strength in the Middle East, and the saperi-
ority of Israed i||I|'I-||;_'-:'1a|'-e' capalilifnes,

Thas “state of confusion,” as Al-Sudani pat
it, prompied Gramnd Avatollah Ali Al-Sistani,
the highest religiows authority for Shiites,
to express his “regret over the Bulure of the
tnternational compunity and its knsti-
Ehors 0o impeosss sofulions Lo stop thee Wars in
Lebanon and Gaza, or at least shield civil
s froen the tragedses ol aggmession.”

The most sgenificant aspect of Al-Sistani’s
commenis, however, was his clear and
direct call for the fortification of Irag
dommestically, including efforts to “prevent
Forcign interference inall its forms, uplyold
e rule of s, conhine weapons bo st
control amd combat cormuption at all levels.”
He stressed that Iragis must “draw lessons
from the experiences they have endured.”

Deespbte Al-Sudand’s support for the
principle of confining weapons to stati
coitrol, it appears his government s
currently unable to lmplement this policy.
Thas 15 due, In particular, 1o the [t thal

HASSAN AL-MUSTAFA
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sovme ol his allies within the Coordina-
tion Framework are themsebves part of the
muiliEkas in question,

Undkerstanding the complexity of the
armed factions issue, Al-Sudani’s govern-
ment has focused on neutralizing or
freezing their activities for the timee beinge,
This effort coincides with active foredgn
diplomacy that abms to create a reglonal
salety nel that can protect [rag from inst-
tutional collapsc, the possibility of retalia
tory sirikes by Israel and terrorist attacks
carmies] oul by Deessh, Baghdad is particu-
larly concerned about a resurgence of the
terrorist organization following the collapse
of the Assad regime in Syria Last month.

On Dec, 8, the day Syrian Presicdent
Hashar Assad was loppled, Al-Sudam
spoke to Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman and they discussed “regional
developments and efforts to achieve
security and stability.” Ten days later,
Al-Sudani visited Saacd Arabia and el
the crown prince at his winter camp in
AlTTIa, During their talks, they reported]y
reviewed “aspects of bilateral relations

and ways to sirengthen them.™

In another interview this month,
Al-Seedand sadd “we sent a delezation 1o
STaT and r';l..[:l|ili|1l'll that "the securnty
sue 15 pressing due o the presenoe of
[Daesh) terrorists in arcas not under the
coniral of the new Syrian administration.”

Through this positive political engage-
mment with the new Syrian leadership, the
Iragi authonties aim to prevent Daesh from
regaining control of Iraqgi territories. They
alsor sl 1o avodd sectartan clashes and the
resurgence of extremist riveloric

While there is concern about Syria
and the uncertain future of the wider
region — an atmosphere ane esteemed
Iral academic likened to “the days before
Sackdam Hussem's regime fell™ — Al-Sudam
nunclerstands that any collapse of the
political system in Baghdad wounld harm
Iraq and destabilize the Arabian Gulf.

Therefore, preserving the structure of
the state, even through the use of excep-
thonal measures that might displease some
ol the prime minser's partiners, mighl [ e

cribical at this stage



10

ARAB NEWS Monday, January 20, 20¢25

Opinion

The limits of military power and resistance

welcome respite from

the vicdence in Gaza has

arrived thanks to the

Israel-Hamas ceasefire

theal. However, this also

hizhlights the inherent
limitations of military power and armed
resistance in terms of achieving lasting
peace, It has exposed the wrong calcula-
tions ol both sides, Each side expected
that the other would not survive a period
of wiolence that has ex-
tended Lo more than 15
months, Yet they did,

but at an extremely high The cyclical nature

Israels supenior military capabihities and
unending Western (especially US) support
and weapons supply, has enahled it to
impose an extremely heavy price on Gaza.
Whibe it may have somewhal succeeded
in reducing the number of Hamas rmockeis
hitting major Isracli cities, Tel Aviv has
not succeeded in ending the Palestinian
resistance movement — and has thus
failed to accomplish its publicly stated
goals. This approach has proven unalde to
address the very griev-
ances and aspirations of
the Palestinian people
that were the reason

cost to both in terms of of the conflict for the current cycke of
lives and repatation. vislence,

The cyclical nature underscores the On the cther hand,
of the conflict between futility of relying Palestinian armed
Israrl and Palestine, solely on military resistance groups, such
climense vioence | meamstoresolve  10OCLR MO
followed by uncasy mtﬂm military dominance
truces, underscores through a combination

the futility of relying solely an military
me=ans o resolve deep-seated jssues.
Military power, while eccasionally
effective in achieving short-term tactical
advaniages, falls shaort in terms of
aldressing the underlying causes of the

conllict. The use of force ollen exacer-
bates tensions, perpetuates cycles of
retabiation and inflicts significant karm on
clvilians. The recent hostilities in Gaea are
a stark reminder of this, with countless
lives lost and communitics devastated.

of guerrilla tactles and rocket attacks.
While these actions may rally sugpaort
among certaim scegments of the Pales-
tinian, Arab and Islamic public, they have
proven ineffective in achieving strategic
ghjectives, Armed resistance has resulied
in hugely disproportionate retaliatory
measures from [srael, producing a tragic
escalation of unprecedented vinlence,
cheath and destruction,

The human cost of the ongoing conflict
i5 immeasurable. The destraction of
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homes, schools, houses of worship,
universities, journalists and hospitals
leaves a lasting scar on the physical and
soclal fabric of Gaza, Children grow up
in an environment of fear and instability,
with imited acoess 1o education and
hesaltheare, The psychalogical tall on
both Israclis and Pabestinians fosters a
culture of animosity and mistrust, further
entrenching divisions.

Attempls to achieve a military victory
amn elther side are
ultimately doomed Lo il

The entrenched natore

;.— ,-—.

Palestinians, this means the establish-
ment of an independent state alongside
Israel. The international community,
particularly kev stakeholders such as
the LS, the EU and regional powers,
must play a proactive role in facilitating
dialogue and ensuring that both parties
addbere o their commilments.

The ceasehre in Gaza provides a critical
window of opportunity to pivot toward a
sustainable political solution. The linits
of military power anc
resislance have been laid
bare, emphasizing the

of the conflict means that The ceaselire in newd for a new approach.
any gains made through Gaza providesa Th-i_c' establishment of
force are temporary and critical window an independent Pales-
reversible. As long as the tinian state alongside
underlying issues remain ol opportunity Israel, based on mutual
unn.ﬂr]r:-:m-d, rh?rl:"'j.'l:,‘.'lr. to pivot toward recognition and reapect,
i.ill-'i'l'l.ll.l:lli:i.:' will inevi- | asustainable T.l:‘-']JF'I.'-':rI:I.'ll!'i the I'.I'III_'|- |
tably continue, with new Heal saluthen viable path to achieving
gencrations bearing the PD'“ lasting peoace.

hrunt of the hostilities. The international

Given the limitations of military power
and] resistance, it s evident that a sustain-
able solution requires a political track.,
The ceaschre in Gaza, while necessary
to halt the immediate violence, must he
accompanied by a concerted effort (o
address the root causes of the conflict.
This necessitates a shift from a reliance on
military sirategies to a focus on diplomacy
and] nepolations,

A palitical solution must recognize the
legitimate aspirations of Palestinians, For

commurnity must hold both Israel and
the Palestinians accountable for their
actions and encourage meaningdol
negotiations. It is imperative that the
viices of moderates on both sides are
amplified and that efforts are made

Loy banildd trust amd cooperation, Only
through a genuwine commitment (o a
political resolution can the cyele of
vicdlenoe be broken, paving the way for
i future where Israelis and Palestinians
can coexist in peace and security,

MENA tourism industry must embrace sustainability

he Middle East and North
Africa region is hoomee to
many glorious natural
wonders, bringing in ap-
preciativie and adventur-
oS tourists from around
the warld, From the tapestry of powdery
and expansive deserts once home Lo
ancient civilizations and the breathtaking
vistas of the Red Sea and its coastal rivi-
eras to its verdant gardens, mystical cedar

Sustainable tourism policies are critical

for the MENA region due 1o the duality

ol ils undgue environmental challenges,
in tandem with the growing demand

for tourism. As its natural wonders are
fragile andd have a chertshed place in local
communities’ sentiments, it 1= vital that
podicies protect them and minimize any
environmental degradation.

Sustaimabde tourism can be enabled by
the adoption of a multitude of diverse

forests amnd spellbinding policies. Centrally, if
imarine treasures, MENA' Pt i= advisable to estab-
codlection of natural won- '.. lish a specialized
ders |s awe-inspiring. unit mandated with
Such Mragile and precious Sustainable devising an ambitious
gites, however, are mter- tonrism [Hlli[‘ll".li- and results-ornented
“T “’i”‘_”"?;fﬁufﬁ are critical for the E“mm'Th';]f t"“;ﬁm .
and unpredicta icy complemen
in climate change, making I'l!;l!','lll[lllll["tﬂ the the coumniry's overall
them suldect (o many risks,  duality of lisunigque ourism planning efforts,
including extreme heat, environmental in collaboration with
pollution, water scarcity, EII-EI“EIIEEE lesizal, regbonal and glohal
loss of biodiversity and stakehodders, This unit
flooding. 1t is vital that should also undertake

regional governments explore ambitious
actions toward ensuring a more sustain-
abie tourksm pathway.

By imigining a more sustainable tourism
sector for the region, policymakers can
create a roadmap that will both balster
its global competitiveness and ensure the
sustainabde protection of its natural assets.
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rescarch and monitoring activities to craft
muidelines, programs and regulations

to cheliver its strategic goals. Leveraging
innovalive lechnologies, especially Those
powered by artificial intelligence, can
help policymakers optimize the efficiency
of resources while hamessing data-driven
insights to design responsive solutions,
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It s vital to issue comprehensive
guidelines for the many tourism
industry players on how to conduct their
businesses and operations sustainably,
For instance, these puidelines could
elaborate on how to build eco-friendly
infrastructure in order (o reduce the
carbon fosprint of tourism.

Flastic 15 a major environmental
concern due to its slow decomposition
amd] harmful impact on ecosystems,
especially in the
tourism sector, in which
single-use plastics
are commonly used.

e

can help maintain the delicate balance
berwesn tourism and environmental
sustainability. For example, the UAE's
Federal Law Concerning the Protection
and Development of the Environment
outlimes measures for environmmential
protection, including regulating pollu-
ton, conserving natural resources and
ensuring sustainable development, with
specific provisions for safeguarding
water, air and soil quality and marine life.
The Bed Sea Project, on
Saudi Arabia's woest coast,
haas been envisioned as

a repenerative tourism

Reducing plastic waste is Strict regulations paradise, By 2030, the area
essential for preserving should be enforced will boast 50 hotels and
natural attractions and mll]‘ﬂiﬂﬂl sites from more than LOO0O residen-
promoting sustainahle tial propeerties, spread
tourism praciices. As environmental across 22 Islands and six
siich, global efforts to damage or the tnkand havens, all managed
address this — such as many negative by world-class hospi-

the UN's Global Tourism tality brands To ensure
Plastics Initiative — lllI[lHE'l'E of tourism i chelicate balance with
can inspire regional nature, visitors will e

standards for environmental stewardship.
To ensure the preservation of fragile

ecnsysiems in the MENA reglon, strict

regulations should be enforeed 1o

protect natural sites from environmental

damage or the many negative impacts

of tourism. Establishing conservation

zones and regulating visitor numbers
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capped at 1 million cach year, meaning that
the Red Sea's pristine beanty will remain

preserved for generalions to come,

Az we look forwand, sustainability offers
a unicque opportumty or regonal govern-
meeis o ensure the long-term success of
the tourism sector, embracing its dynamism
while preserving the region’s naturl beauty.
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PO in 2024 contributed to the Bguidity
and depth of the Saudi stock market,
bringing fresh capital into the markel.

All Anwar

ke gred b arsgd QERETLE gk YU e
i A € Rl Sractios St

For the third consecutive year, the UAE led the Guil Cooperation Councilin IPO activity, ralsing §8.4 billlon, which represanted 49 percent of reglonal IPD precesds, Feutars

Miguel Hadaohlty Riyadh

Samdi Arabla relnforced
s dominant position

in the Gull Coosperation
Council’s initial public
offering market In

20024, ralsing $4.1 billion
Mrom 42 listings, the
highest number in the

region, according to an
industry report.

The report from the Euwait
Financial Centre, also Known as
Markaz, highlights a 23 percent
increase in M0 proceeds across
the GOC compared to 202035, with
total offerings reaching £13.2
Billion throasgh 53 Hatings,

This marked a significanl rise
from the S510.7 hillion ratsed
through 46 11")s the previoas
VEAr

Saudi Arabia accounted for
31 percent of the total regional
PO proceeds, making it the
secomd-largest contributor after
the UAE.

The Saudi Exchange, Tadawul,
sawy 14 [P0 on its main market,
collectively raising £3.8 hillion,
while the parallel market, Nomi,
hosted 28 IPOs that gener-
ated $297 million. According
o Markaz, Saucdl TPOs  across

both markets posted the highesl

posi-listing performances in the
O,

Notable Sauci [POs incladed
Dr. Soliman Fakech Hospital,
Almooss Health Group, and Nice
O, which all attracted strong
investor interest. The energy
seclor ksl the way, rasing
4.7 billlom—28 percent of the
region's total PO proceeds
driven by Abu Dhabi's NMIDC
Encrgy and Oman's 04 Explo
ration and Production, which
garnered substantial investor
cdhemand,

The consumer staples seclor

secured 331 hillion, repre:
senting 24 percent of total

proceeds, with major listings
gbch as Lulu Retall Holdings,
spinneys, and Saudi Modern
Mills Co. The consumer discre
tionary sector raised $2.7 billion,
accouniing for 20 percent, with
M= Including Talabat, Nice
One, and Abn Dhabi Mational
Hotels Catering,
The healihcare
performed strongly, riising 3.4
billion—10 percent of total 1PO
procecds—led by offerings from
Dr. Soliman Fakeeh Hospital
and Almoosa Health Group, The
ilusirials . =ector  generabed
5877 million across 11 listings.
The nancial services seclor
contnbuted 5 percent, [ollowed

LT i R R iII'ﬁII

LISTINGS

Saudi Arabia tops GCC IPO
market in 2024, raising $4.1bn

Energy sector led with $3.7 billion, accounting for 28 percent of total proceeds

by technology at 4
while utilities and
each accounted for 1 percent ol
the total procecds.

For the third consecutive
vear, the UAE led the GOCC
in PO activity, raising 564
billion, which represenbed
48 percenlt of reglonal PO
proceeds, The TAEs Abu Dhahi
securities Exchange conlrib-
uted 536 billion through foar
IM0s, incleding NMDC Energy

Percent,
mealerials

amd  Lulu  Retall Holdings.
Meamwhibe, the Dibil Floan-
cial  Market  hosted | [POs

from Talabat, Parkin Co.. and
spinneys, collectively raising
a2 8 billion.

saudl Arabla closely Followed
the UAE with a diverse range
of IPOs across varions marhe
segmenls, Oman saw a signih-
cati rise in IPO aclivity, raising
52.5 billkon—its highest total to
date. The country's two major
P05, O Exploration and
Production and 00 Base Tndus-
iries, were parl of the Oman
Investment Authorityv’s divest
ment strategy, with OQE’s §1.0
billion PO becoming the largest
in the nation's history.

Kuwait marked its return to
the 1PO market after a two-vear
hiatus with the lsting of Bevotl

Investment  Group Holding,

HIGHLIGHTS

$3.8bn

Tadawul's main market raised
$3.8 billion from 14 IPOs, while
Nomu generated $297 milion
from 28 IPOs.

31%

Saudi Arabia acocounted for
31 percent of the region's
total IPO proceeds, second
ondy to the UAE.

$3.1bn

The consumer staples
sactor ralsed $3.1 billon,
and consumear discretionary
followed with $2.7 billion.

$1.4bn

Healthoars sector raised $1.4
billion, and industrials brought
in §S8TT millicn.

$2.5bn

DOman saw its highest IPO
proceeds ever, with $2.5 billion

raised, led by 0Q Exploration.

which raised 507 million on
Boaarsa Ruwail, Bahrian also
participated in IPO activity, with
Al Abragj Hestauranis Group
ralsing 324 mllon m s hrst
I sinoe 2008, accounting for
(0.2 percent of total GCC PO
proceeds,

The report nosbedd  thad
more than 589 percent of GOC
IPO= experienced a surge in
share prices within the first 30
davs post-listing. Saudi Arabia
recarded the highest post-listing
performance, driven by gains in
the lechnology, healthoare, and
COASLITIAT S8 C IO,

One standout was Miahona
Co, whose stock price soared 147
percent within its first month
of trading. The company had
floated 30 percent of its capital
on Tadawul® main market in
Mayv. Another nofabde gainer
was  Purity  for Information
Technolosy Co., which saw iis
stk jumgp 18 percent following
its Nomu debart in October.

However, some 1Ps experi-
eficed declines, such as Pan
Crulf Markeling Co, wihose
shares dropped 35 percent alter
debuting on Nomu in February
2024, Similarly, Yaqeen Capital
Co fell 28 percent following its
Mifiee [PCh |'-e':I|:-|-'-|'II||;;_ L vestar
COMCErns over certain marked

alsa

segments, particularly milling
COmpranies,

In terms of stock  marke
performance, most GOC sectors
saw positive returns in 2024, The
Dubai Fimancial Market led with
a 3659 percent gain, Tollowed by
Bowirsa Kuwait at 124 percent.

The Muscal Securitles Marked
and Bahrain Bourse pecorded
modkest moreases of L3 percent
and L2 percent, respectively.
saudi Arabia's Tadawul rose 0.6
percent, maintaining  stability,
whibe the Qutar Stock Exchange
and  Abu  Dhabi Securilies
Exchange saw slight declines
of | percent amd LT percent,
respectively,

Looking ahead, Saudi Arabia
is expected (0 maintain strong
TP momentum, with  more
than 50 TPOs anticipated in the
next fwo years, Seven [POs have
glready received  regulatory
approval and are set to launch in
the Arst quarter of 2025, Other
GCC couniries, Inchwding the
UAE, Gatar, and Oman, are also
preparing  for significant TPO
activity,

Founded m 1974, Markaz 15 a
brading asset management and
invesiment bhanking institution
in the MENA reglon, managing
Sd.56 billkon In
Seplember 2024,

assels as of
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GASTAT

Saudi Arabia’s real estate price

index rises 3.6% in Q4- 2024

Kingdom’s capital leads national property price increases in the fourth quarter: official data

Mirmal Morayanan Hiyoah

Saull Arabla’s real estate
sector continued its
upward momentum in

the fourth gquarter of

2024, with the Heal Estate
Price Index Increasing by
3.6 pereent year on year,
according Lo olficial data
rom the General Anthority
For Statistics.

primarily
residential
property sector, which =aw a
&1 percent rise compared to
the same period in 2023, The
Real Estate Price Index, a vital
statistical wool, tracks changes
In properly prces across Saudl

The growth
fieded by

LN
|||l:'

Arabia, based on transaction
cinta.
Developing  the real eslate

sector 15 & key pillar of Saudi
Arabia's Vision 2030, which
alms to position the Kingdom
as 4 global hub for tourism and
busIness

The HReal Estate General
Authority projects the market
will reach a valuation of $68.51
billionn In 20084, growing o
S101.62 hillion by 2029, with a
commpound annuwal growth rate
il 8 percent,

Hesidential sector
GASTAT noted that real estate
prices in the residential sector
experienced  varied increases
im &4 2024 compared to the
PITYHOLLS YEar,

The sector's overall growth
of A1 percent, which holds
a 726 perceni welght in the
index, was primarily  driven
by residential land plot prices,

which mse by 215 percent,

-

= !

accountmg for 457 percenl of

the mdex’s composition.
Apartment prices saw  an
increase of 2.8 percent, while

villa prices surged by 65
percent,
However, rmesidential HAoor

prices saw a slight dip, dropping
by 05 percent yvear on year in
the fourth quarter of 20024,

Commercial properties
The commerclal real esiate

T

|'

"i

z—§- "I;I -

seclor also saw posiiive growih,
with prices rising § percent
viear on vear. This increase was
driven by a 5.2 percent rise in
commercial land plot prices,

Baibding
4.1 percent, while prices for
galleries and shops recorded a
decline of 1.7 percent.

In the agricultural real extate
seclor, propefty  prices  pose
by 28 perceni compared to
b MRS

prices  grew by

Regional price variations
Regmonally, real estate prices in
Rivadh saw the most significant
increase, rising by 102 percent
in o4 20024 -.'||:r'|]:|.:u1.'|| o the
STy |_|:':r_||||| i 2025

In Nagran and Tabuk, property
prices rose by 4.0 percent and 1.1
percent, respeciively. However,
Makkah saw a slight decline
il (LG percent, While property
prices in the Eastern Province
fell by 4.8 percent.

.”._rTr g
-ﬂ._l.l ' FEETE
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Thee most notable dechines
were in Al-Ahsa and Asir, where
property prices dropped sharply
by 167 percent and 7.3 percent,
respectively, in  the
fquarter of 20024 comparsd 1o Uhe
Previois year.

Quarterly comparison

The Real Estate Frice Index saw
d 16 percent mcrease [rom QO
to @4 of 2024, The residential
sector coniributed 1o this rise,

Fowerih

-

FAST
FACT

The Real
Estate
General
Authority
projects

tha markat
will reach a
valuation of
$659.51 billlon

$101.62 billion
by 2029, with
a compound
annual growth
rate of 8

percent.

The growth wos
primarily fusled
by the residentinl

praperty sector,
which saw n

3.1 perocant
rise compared
to the some
pariad In 2023,

Shuttenstock

with a | percenl increase in
prices. KResidential land plots saw
a (.9 percent quarter-on-quarter
increase, while apartment and
villa prices rose by 0.5 percent
and 2.4 percent, respectively,

In the commercial sector,
property prices grew by A7
percent from the third o the
foirth  quarter. Conversely,
agricultural kand prices experi-
enced a notable decline of 9.5
percent during the same period.

Miguel Haodehity Hiyoch
Saudi  Arabda’s  cconomy  is
projected to grow by 13 percent
in 2025 and 4.1 percent in 20326,
acooiding 1o Uhe late=i Torecasis
[roen the International Mosetary
Fund.

These propections reflect signif
icant shifis in the global economic
with the ongoing
CFEC+ agreement on ol produc-
bon cuts playing a key role i
lempering growth  expectations
for the Kingxdom in the near term.

In s January 2025 World

landscape,

INVESTMENT
hingdom’s

US Treasury
holdings reach
S135.60m

Economic  Outleok  Update,
the IMF outlined the broader
ecaream e oul ook Tor the Middle
East amdl Central Asia, where
erorwith is anticipated o rise by
A0 peroent in 20, Lol Joyend Iy
A slightly stronger 39 percent in
2024,

These fizures are nofably lower
than previcus estimates, primarily
I:I:III‘ 13 I|II'||'|'I:|'|.'|iiI'|:! I'lE'l'I..'i.iIHi". k]
sauch Arabaa’s growth [orecast,
which had inihally projected a
L6 percent expansion for 2025
As the regron’s burgest economy,
Sauch Arabias  performance

Mirmal Marvpanan Hivadh

Saudi  Arabdas  holdings  in
LIS  Treasuries totakled 31356
Billion by the end of November,
reflecting a shght decline of 2.58
percent from October, acoording
to official data.

The Ringdom's hoeldings had

OQUTLOOK

IMF projects Saudi economy to grow 3.3% in 2025

sipnificantly Impacts the overall
regional outhook.

The reduction in Sawdi Arabia’s
2025 groswth forecast is largely

exlenoed
which

attributable o the
QPFEC aprecment,

stodsd at 31302 hallion in October,
and at 51438 bilion and S142Z8
hillion In September and August,
respectively.

Diesgaite  the
Arabia retained its position as the
|7th largest holder of US Treasury
sECiFes.

In Novembser, Saudi

decrease.  Sawdl

Arahia’s

As tho region’s
largeost economy,

Saudi Arabdn’s

capiinues to Hmif ail ;r|1u|1:||'l|||:r
in an &ffor o stababize gobal ol
prices. While these production
culs suppart ol prace levels, Lhey
simultancously  constrain the
Ringdom's oil revenues, a coucial

holdings moreased by 585
pereent compared to the same
muoath i 20025,

Most of the Kingdoms nvest-
ments were in long-term boncls,
amounting o 31123 billion,
or 83 percent of the tofal
The remaining 5232 billkon,
or |7 percent, was  allocated

element of ils pross  domesbc
product.

Diespite the mpact on short
term growth, Saadi Arabia is
actively pursting  comprehen-
sive ceoaromibe reformes o reduee
its dependency on ol Inibia-
tives such as the development
of megaprojects like NEOM, as
well as sirategic investrments in
ETeeT enerEy and infnistiraciune,
are designed (o drive diversifica-
tion and open pew avenues fo
sistalnahle growth

sawdi  Arabaa’s  Viston 2050
mitiatives are already showing

Eox shor-lerm bondds,

Crlobally, Japan remained the
barpest holder of US Treasuries,
with a portfolio tofaling £1.04
irillion in Movember, a slight
dechines of 51 percent  [rom
Oetoher,

Chima and the UK Tollowed,

wilth holdings of 237686 ballion

prodnising resuils i diversiiving
the economy. Non-oil seclors,
particularly fourism. have seen
notable advancements. Efforts
o positton Saudl Arabia a8 3
ghohal destination have led o oa
surge 1n intermational  visitors,
comtribuoting sipnificantiy
o the Kingdoms economic
clese] oent,

Adcditionally, the financial
soctor and emerging industries
such as fechnology and renew-
aliles ICTEASITELY
plaving a pivedal mole i boosting
G DF growth.

eIiTEYyY e

afcl $765.6 hillion, respectively
Luxembours and the Cayvman
Izlands ranked foourth and fifih.

with 54245 billion and $£397
Billion  In holdings, Canada
secured  the sixth  position,

holding S374.4 hillion, closely
fdlowed by Belgium &l $361.3
Ballion
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The Guif Cooparation Council ports were selected fram a pool of 408 terminaks globally, snderscoring the region's increasing role in global trade. I';I"'

MNowr E}-Shaed Fivaah

Ports in the Guldf
Cooperation Councll have
carned global recognition,
with 10 container terminals
ranking among the 70 most
efficient worldwide

In 2024, according to
newly released data.

The rankings highlight the
erowing importance of the Guif
reglon i intermational shipgang
and logastics

Thee ports were selected from
a poal of 405 terminals globally,
underscoring the region’s
increasing rode in global trade, the
Emirates News Agency reported,
citing data from the GOC Statis-
s Center.,

In addition to port eficiency,
counirics in the region-—Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Oman, and
atar—have been ranked among

LOGISTICS

GCCportsexcel in
olobal etTiciency rankings

Ports across Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman, and Qatar lead the charge

the tap 35 nations for the size of
their maritime fleets by tonnage
and capacity, sccording to the UN
Conferencs on Trade amd Devel-
opment's 2024 repaort.

The (00 Statistics Center noted
that the Gulf's commercial fleets
mow account for 542 el
of the total Amb shipping fleet,
reinforcing the region's status as
a major player in global maritime
trade. With more than 25 major
seaports across  iis  member
states, the GOCSs maritime infra-
structure is positioned for further
growih.

O container  productivily,
two Gull ports have secuned
rankings among the world's top
performers, handling more than
P omelllion contalners  anmually.
Anotlier eight ports were classi-
fied as medhium performers, with
annual container  throughput
ranging between S00,000 and 4
milhomn.

These pesults  rellect  the
region’s substantial investments
in port infrastrecture and logis
tics capakxnlities,

The GOC  countries—Saudi
Arabia, Oman. the UAE, and
LEtar—are continuing toenhance

NUMBER

s

Twa Gulf ports hees
secured rankings among
the world's top pearformers,
handling mora than 4 million
contalmers annually.

port elhciency anil ||r|||I'|_|;-|'1|'|.'|.I_:|'
through srategic  mvestments
aimedd at establishing the region
as a critical global trade hoh
These efforts include significant

inlrastructire upEraces, opserma-
tional improvements, amd policy
initiatives designed to strengthen
the competitiveness of the Gull's
maritime sectors.

In Sawcki Arabia, the sovern-

ments Visbhon 2030 frame-
wark, under the National
Industrial  Development  and

Logishics  Program, secks o
position the Kingdom as a global
logistics huh. Rey projects led by
the Saudi Ports Authority Inclhsde
a SEA40 million (SIS million)
expansion of Jeddah Islamic
Parts berths to accommodate
mnegas Container ships with capac-
itkes of up to 24,000 fwenty-foot
couivalent units.

Additionally, the povernment
has allocated over SRT hilllon to
upgrade conlaner terminals ol
Ring Abdulaziz Port m Dammeam,
enthancing both infrastructure
and operational capacity to boost
trade competitiveness,

Ruwait's
non-oil
exports hit
S7omin
December
2021

Mohamimed Al-Kinand e2700

Ruwalts non-oll exports rose
to 232 million dinars ($74.8
million) in December 2024,
marking a B2.08 percenl Increase
Ccompared LT Movember,

according to the Ministry of
Commerce and Tndustry,

The ministry's Department of
[nternational Organizations and
Foreign Trade Affairs reported
the issuance of 1.7686 certificates
of ongin for Ruwalll exports
to Gulfl Cooperation Council
countries, valued at approxi-
meately 16 million dinars,

This represents a slight
decline in volume  from
Novermber, when 1,785 certifi-
cates were ssoed, valoed af
absouit 114 million danars, Despite
broader economic challenges,
the growth in exporis signals
continuwed resilience in Kuwait's
non-oll sector,

Exports 1o olther Arab nations
mcluded A3 certibcates
-:'||1.--e'1'i||||; 11 counitries, valued at
7 million dinars in December,

million
dinars across 10 countnes in
MovembeeT,

In Europe, Kuwailll exports
showed modest growth, with

a decline rom 8.0

FASTFACT

Exports to other Arab nations
moluded 338 certificates
covaring 11 countries,
valued at T milllon dinars in
December, a decline from
8.9 million dinars across 10

countries in November,

five certificates ssued to foar
coantries, valued at 179415
dinars In  December. Ths
marked an improvement over
MNovember, when three certifi
cales worth 4781 dinars were

issiied to three countries,

Exports 1o Afncan markeds
saw a notable increase. Three
certificates were issued for three
countries in December, valued
at 26,027 dinars, compared 1o
Just one certificate worth 16,071
dinars in November,

In the Americas, exporis
declined, with  five  certib-
cates issued for one country in
December, valued at 150,060
dinars, down from 10 certifi-
cates worth 22352948 dinars in
MNovember, which covered three
countrics. Asian and Australian
markets showed mixed resalts,
with six certificates izsued for
four couniries, valoed at 39 544
dinars in December, compared
to filve certificates warth 51,662
chinars Issued to thres countries
the previous month.,

The asscts of China’s centrally
acdministered state-owmed
enterprises surpassed 90 tril-
lron yuan (52 trilkond in 20024,
marking a 59 percent year-on-
Vear increase, the counlry’™s lop
state assets regulator saicd

The total profits of these
enterprises reached 2.6 trillion
vusam in 20024, acoording to the
slale-owned Assels Supervy-
sioq and Admimstration Com-
mission of the State Council.

According to the SASAC,
such S0Es saw their spending
on rescarch and development
reach LI trillion yvoan in 20
The fgure ssrpassed 1 trillion
visan for the third consecutive
vear, Reuters

The US Treasury Department
will start taking “extraordinary
measures” next week to avodd
risking a default on govern-
ment debd, Secretary Jamned
Yelben said. With the govern-
ment reaching its bormowing
limuit, the department would
start making the moves on
Tuesday, Yellen sakd in a letter
14n 1'||||:,'.:|'-|'5-:.'-:|-|1r|.||| beilegs,

That will mean Trump's ad-
mimistrateon has o grappde im
mediately with the issue of the
dhebt ceiling — the leygzal limit
omn povernment bormowing to
pay bills already incurred.

In the past, Congress has
rodttinely veled Lo [0 this
har, AFP

Chart of
THE DAY

The worldwide
production of wheat
wih recarded at TE4.90
tonnes in 2023-24.
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Unbeatable CEO

CLARK VITUILLI

“The Unbeatabls CEQ" offers
a transformative approach
to leadership, aiming to
braak the common thread
of executive burnout and

loneliness at the top, says
A review pubshed on
poodreads.com,
Authored by Clark Vitulli,
a scasconed leader with

Withdrawal

Top Canadian
banks gquit global
climate coalition

Four of Canada'’s bizzest lend-
ers sakd they were withdraw-
ing Fromm a global banking sec-
tor climate coalifion, joiming
six major US hanks.

The depariures from the Nei-
Zero Banking Alliance began
with Gobdman Sachs” an-
nouncement and come alwsad
of Donald Tromp's returm to
Lhe Wihite House next week,

Trumyp has been cnitical
of efforts by govermments
to prescribe climate-change
policies,

The four Cansdian banlks are
TD Bank, Bank of Montreal,
Mational Bank of Canada and
Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce. Reuters

over B0 years of business
experience, this book guides
exhausted antrapranaurs and
expcutives looking to redefineg
their appraach to leadership.
It will heslp renaitalize
keadership styles, fortify
business foundations,
and guide leaders toward
enduring success,

Funds

IMFOR's2Z2nd
review of
Ethiopia’s S$3.1bn

The executive board of the
Intermational Monetary Fund
ANy el Qe secopd reviemy
of Ethiopea’s current financing
program, the fund said, paving
the way for a disbursement of
aboat S250 million

The East African nation
struck the four-year, $3.4
hillbion program deal last July,
alter it undertook Br-reaching
reforms includimg the foata-
tion of its hirr currency, to
erable it o try to put its debst
restructuring hack on track,

“The authortbes continue
their eftorts to restore debt sus-
tamability and are taking steps
to secure a debd treatment” the
IMF =aid. Reuters

o Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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HONOR Magic/ Pro™

2N,

Honor MagicT Pro features advanced Al capabilities that enhance photography, display gqualty, and hardware performance, and comes with the Google Geminl app pro-instadied.

Honor has bnched the Magic?
Pro in Saeti Aratxa and Duabal,
featunng advanced Al capabili-
ties that enhance photogsraphy,
dii=play  quality, amd hamclware
performance. The device comes
with the Google Gemini app
pre-installed, offering Al assis-
fance [or varous asks, LFL 0 s
Zhan, CEC ol Honor, highlighted
the integration of on-device and
cloud Al capabilities for a mone
intuitive and secure user experi-
ence, Homor also announced ks
parnership with Louvie Abag
[thaki for the exhibition “Kings
and Queens of Afrkca: Forms and
Figures ol Power,”

Hevolutionary
photography
The Magic? Pro boasts an
advanced Al Falcom Camera
system wath a 500 MP Super

Dvpamic Main Camera, 50
MPF Wile Camera. and 200
MP Telephoto Camera. The Al
Flonor Image Engume, e Frnclyes-
s first mobile maging
with Hyvbnd Al Larpge Models,
provides sophisticated photog
raphy features, including Al
super foom, Al Maotlon Sensing
Capdure, and HD Super Burst,

5% sLEm

Smart lifesivle

The Magic? Pro oflers  a

MOBILE INNOVATION

|

i
i

L]

personalized  interface with
enhanced Magic Portal2 capabil-
IERes, SUPPOFINE variols applica-
tions. Gemint's overlay provides
guick sccess 1o Google AT assls-
tance, The device ncludes Al

Honor Magic7 Pro arrives In
MEA, showcasing power of Al

Honor Nodes with
Al Summary, amd Al Minutes
for productivity. Al Dual-way
Noise Reduction ensures clear
communicalion,

Transdatian,

Unrivaled battery life
Powered by the Snapdragom
8 Elie Maohile Plaitform, the
Magrc? Pro features Al Heal-
Time Benderning technology for
PC-level graphics and responsive
EFaming.

The 5,850 mah slicon-carbon
mallery supports fast rechansng
with W W wired and 80 W
Homor  SuperCharg

The clesvipce al=o incliscdes 3 steren

wireless

spealeer with enhanced bass and
Ehe Matural Light Honor AT Eve
Combort Dasplay,

Availability
Pre-orders for the Magwe? Pro
in the Kingdom have started ad
SR3485 (51,0650 available in
Lunar Shacloaw Grey, Breese FHoe
ancl Black

Pre-order CUstomers prd
i package worth SHLSO8,
including the Honor Watch$ Fro
(SKLOG amd Honor VIP Care-
ISEAS wath 180 davs replace-
ment, 365 days screen protection,
and four screen il replace-
ments in 12 months,

EMFPFOWERIN

|z INDUSTRIES

KROHNE to unveil
advanced software solution
at SABIC CONFEX 2025

BEROHNE Middle East and Afrlca,
a leadder i indusifal messune-
menl  technology  and  digital
sodutions, has  announced  its
parinership with SABIC for the
UpComing SARIC CONFEX 20134,
The evend will serve as the ddeal
platform to showcase the lates
ieration of CalSys AMADAS,
REHOHNES advanced software
sution for cabbration, asset
management, and data analvtics.

SABIC CONFEX 2025 will
take place in Juball Industrial
City fromn Jan. 26-30, beinging
together mdustcy leaders,
innovators, and stakeholders
from across the region and wider
globe. Visitors to the KROHNE
booth will have the opportunity
lo interact with the new CalSyvs
AMADAS platform through live
cbemonstration amnd b=rm bow |

camn be custodmized to meet their

specific operabonal needs,

The latest version of CalSyvs
AMADAS builds om KRROHNE's
commitment o empowering
indusiries with precise measure:
ment technology and  innova-
fve cigital tools, Designed o
optimize calibration workflows
and  assel  management, the
platform also leverages
data analytics o dnve opera-
tional efciencies, reduce costs,
and enhance decision-making in
the chemical, petrochemical, and
b er Industrial sectors,

Rall Haul, RROHNE®: glodal
product  expert, will provide
insights into the development
and applications  of CalSys
AMADAS Hauts  expertise
underpins KROHNE'S reputation
2% a global innovator in digital
!‘-I.llllll':!ll'l!'i {3

menl processes,

advanoed

(| '.:II Esr R ]

SITRATEGIC SPONSOR

Elm showcases smart
solutions for pilgrims

Elm, a digital solutions ploneer,
copnchaded  §is partecipation as
the strategac sponsor of the Hap
Conference and Exhibition 2025
held recently in Jeddah.

The company showcksed a
wide range of technological and
smart salutons o enhance the
cxpericnce of Haf and Umrah
plgnms, larther samplilving e
pilgrmmage rifwals and creating an
innovative digital environment
that provides the hizhest level of
canvenience for the guests of the
two haly moscuees,

Elm exhibited the “Smard
Assislan for the Guests of
the Two Holy Mosgques™ an
advanced Al-powered asgistant
designed to provide an Interac-
tive and seamless experience for
Hajj and Umrah wvisitors, using
videe and 1exi,

lining and expediting respaonses

lurther stréeam-

Eim's booth at the event

iy thelr
InEUages,
decreases Congestion by quickly
puiding pilgrims and Umrah
performers while also increasing
the ability o handle a larger
number of visttors to the two
holy mosques.

The company also showeased

inquiries in muoltple
Furthermaonre, i

the “Call Analvzer for Guests ol

the Two Holy Mosquoes" which

CORNvYeres
lexl lor conlenl analvsis using
Al to aid comprehension of vital
contexts, penerate  analyviical
reporis  to  support  decision-
making, and present recommen-
dations to improve the quality of
service provided to pilerims and
Umsrah performers

The Company further
siwcased the "Digital Twin
and Simulation for Al-Rawdah
Al-Sharifa” which generates a
cotmprehensive  simlation  of
the experience for the pllgrims
while considening their various
I'I'Iill'.;'ll'l ETISINCA.

"l.!:|.j||| in Sasd Al-Arl, ollickl
spakesman and ¥V ol marketing
at Elm, said: "The Hap Confer-
ence and Exhibitton 2025 served
as a unigque platform to enhance
the puests” experience of the fwa
holy mosgues,”

incoming  calls  Into

Corporate
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Promium Bonafits
Citi launches
Ultima credit
card in UAE

Citd and Mastercand have
parinered to launch the Citi
Ltima Mastercard credit
card in the UAE. The card,
which is ew 1o market, was
fntrodueed to select chienis ai
a Citigold Private Chent excla-
sive gala dinner in Dubal

Building on Citi Wealth's
full suite of offerings, the
cxchisve all-mestal card
transforms the travel jourmey,
as well as provides enhanced
liFe=style experiences [or high-
net-worth clients im the UAE.,
The Cita Ultima Mastercand
credit card features premium
benefits, such as 500 percent
alT Might telkets, third hotel
nighi free sworldwisch=

Data Analytics
Dynatrace

partners with
VCARB F1team

Dnvnatrace has become the
official oheervability ancd
performance apalyvties tech-
ey partner ol the Visa
Cazh App Racing Bulls team,
starting with the 2025 racing
e, [na sporl where
miliseconds determine
victory, contextual real-time
data transforms racing from
reaciive o predictive, glving
Learns a compeliive eogn
that can mean the difference
between podium sucoess and
mechanical failure,

The Dvnatrace Al-powered
ahservability and analviies
platform will help transform
how VOCARRB observes, maoni-
tars, amd analyzes e mollhions
of interconnecied data points
it takes to mun an Fl team.

Len |.'.Img Markot FJI:H: b

ADGM's Numou

expands
financial access

Lo, & subsichiary of
ADGM — the intermational fi-
nancial center of Abu Dhab,
has recently announced a
gignificant expansion of its
lemding partner network,
'-.I|'-|'1||;.:I|'|-e'1|.i||!_' ils postliion

A% a gmoundbreaking digatal
lending marketplace

The platform now features
strategi: collaborations with
leading institutions, inclhuad-
ing the Khalifa Fund for
Enterpwise Develogamsent and
prtvate credil Eﬂll'l.'llll'l'.'-. C b |
as Credible-X, Rlubworks,
and NymCard Payment Tech-
nologies.

With the goal of transform-
g the financing landscape
far SMEs in the UAE, this
state-of-the-art platform pro-
vides a seanmbess, fully digital
Application process,
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Sport News

Tyrrell Matton
iifts the trophy
with CED

af Emirates
Rirllne & Group,
Shoikh Ahmad
bén Sased Al
Maktourn,
after wirmndng
the conteat

an Sumday.
Feadjtarg

Hatton hol

AFP AF Liuoal

Tyrrell Hatton held his
nerve Lo clinch the Dubai
Desert Classic on the final
hole from Dandel HilHer
on Sunday.

The pair walked up to the 18th
tee with Hatton leading by twao
shots, bl the pressure was on
when New Zealander Hillier
sunk a birdie pudti

Hatton was up to the challenge,
making a 7-footer to secure his
cighth European tour title by
twir shots and Lift him top of the
Race to Dubal rankings,

"A dream come trae”
Hatton who equalied Jon Ranhm's
record of five Rolex Serics wins,
He had started the day one

sl

behind Hiller,

Oulgoing  champion Rory
Mcllroy went down Aghiing
with a final-round surge, the
Northern Irishman signing For
A six-under to finish fourth, one
shot adnft of third-placed Laurie
Canter.

Elsewhere, Emie Els won
the season-opening Mitsubilzhi
Electric Championship for his
seventh PGA Tour Champdons
victory, closing with a G-under
66 to beat Bermard Langer,
Mizuel Angel imenez and Alex
Cejka by two strokes.

The 67-vear-old Langer missed
a chance to win for the 189th
5-'-1|'.:|||.:|'|I_ oo om1 the 50-ancd-
opver tour, The German siar
won the scason-cnding Charles
Schwab Cup Championship last

‘A DREAM COME TRUE'

snerve to clinch
Dubai title from Hillier

English star makes a 7-footer to secure his eighth European tour title

HIGHLIGHTS

& Dutgoing champlon Rory
Mcllroy went down fighting
with a final-round surge, the
Morthern irishman signing
for a six-under to finish
fourth, one shot adrift of

third-placed Lawrie Canter,

& Elsewhere, Emie Els won the
season-opening Mitsubishi
Elsctric Championship

for his seventh PGA Touwr

Champions victory, closing
with a G-under 66,

vear for his record-extending
F7Lh serior lke,

Els finished at 18-under 198 at
Hualalai Gollf Course. Pliving

alongsicke Els and Cejka in the

final group, Langer pamred the
final four holes in a 66, Jimenez
closed with a 64, and Cejka shot
68, Langer and Jimenez have
ench won the event three tinyes.

"T've been trving 0 gel my
hands om that trophy for five
vears now,” Els said. *Came close
my wvery frst time and finally
g §t through the line., Bui what
a battle it was. [ can't imagine
a more beautiful place to play
gl andd have bagically a week’s
holday with a goll tourmament
Wonderful week."

Els and Langer broke out of
a six-way tie for the lead with
matching birdies on the par-5
14th, and Els moved ahead of
Langer with a 15-Took birdie putt
on the par-4 15th.

Els savesd par on par-¢ 16th

Double defending champlon Aryna
Sahalenka |8 cn o collisdon couras
with in-form world No. 3 Coco GausfY

in the somifinods of Australlan Opon.

with a 10-footer, then left a
25-foot birdie try an inch short
on the par-3 fMh. On the par-4
18th, after Langers long birdie
iry slid past, Els holed a 10-foobe
for the (wo-shot mairgn.

Els won three times last season.
The S55-vear-old Souith African
is a four-time major champyion,
winning the UUS Open and British
Openn twice ench

“Getting it done ander the
gun, very tight race all day, all
week really,” Els sadc, =T had to
make some clutch putts, Even if
vour don’t believe in voursell as
much, days like this when you
make those putis ke vou used
Rin, 11 gEhve=s vl hope again.

Defending champion  Seven
Alker and Jerry Kelly each sho
3 0o ke lor flth at 1% uncler,

AUSTRALIAN OPEN
Djokovic
selsup
Alcaraz
clash,
Sabalenka
surgesinto
quarilers

AFP b=lbourme

Movak Dpokovic surged info an
Aunstralian Open  guarierfinal
clash agaimst Carlos Alcaraz with a
cowminant sivalght-seds victory on
Sundkay while women's world No.
| Aryma Sabalenka was a ruthless
WINneT.

Dowhle  defendme  champéon
sabalenka &= on a collision course
with in-form world No. 3 Coco Gauff
in the semifinals m Melbourne if
both win in the last elght.

Oy the bodtesd day of the toarmsa-
mefit so [ar with temperatires
hattimgr 34 degrecs Celsius, Alcamz
went through when Britain's Jack
Diraper retired injured.

The 37-vear-alkl Diokovic
kepl up his end of the bangain with
a -3 G-4, 76 (74 win over Caech
24th seed Jiri Lehecka in the prime
time match on Rod Laver Arena

then

Diokowic appears o be growing
into the todrmament i an ominous
sign for hes nvals, as he pursues a
reconl-extending Lith Melboume
crown and historic 25th Grand
skam title.

He dropped a set in each of s
opening two matches bat has won
the previows Booo i stradght sets,

Iijodoovic and Akcaraz have playved
cach other seven times with the
Serb leading 4-3, mcluding victory
in their st clash in the Paris
Cilymypics fAinal,

But they have never played al
Melbourne Park, where Diokovic
has achicved his greatest sacoess,

"Whin we are secing him
playing, he seems like he's young
agin ... % unbellevable, Hes in
i feally poodd shape” sacd Alcaraz,
who has vowed to gt a Kangaroo
atloo IF e wing the Australian
Orpen for the: first Hme,

HTGHLIGHTS

® Double defending champion
Sabalenka |s on a colllsion
course with In-form world

MNo. 3 Cooo Gauff in tha
aemifinals in Melbourne if
both win in the last alght.

= On the hottest day of
the tournameant so far with

temperatures hitting 34
degrees Calsius, Alcaraz
weant through when Britain's
Jack Draper retired injured,

The 2kvear-old Spaniard, who
has never gonde bevond the quarter-
finals In Melbourme, was leading
-5 61 when Draper pulled the
1, [FTE8

Draper had ocome throough all
three of his previous matches in
five sets, amd all from 2-1 down, and

it appeared o have taken its soll,

“Is nolt the
win, bul obviously I'm happy 1o
play another quarierfinal here in
Australia” sasd Alcaraz

The Z%vear-old Draper, whose
rlse has been hedd back by issaies
with hi= body, said has hap muary
had been a “ticking time bomb™
ared he had “multiple areas really in
padn.”

American  [2th seced  Tommy
Paul destroyed Spains Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina foe the loss of
jesd thiree games as he bids to match
or betler his semifinal appeatance
from 2013,

PFantl will meet German seoond
seed  Alexander Everev, who
qurvived a mid-raaich wobbde to
oust Framoe's Ugo Humbsr,

Zverey, who k& 2eroing n on a
mabkden Grand Sk tile, won 681,

-6, G-, G-1

Wy 1 1.1.'.1r|l:|;'-e! lis
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Field hockey

Naqgi team take
gold at Saudi
hockey contest

There were celebrations as Nadgi
wins the second editdon of the
Sanch Elite Hockey Chamgon-
ship

Team members received their
mold medals and winners' trophy
From Sauecli Hockey' Federation
Presiclent Molammed Al-
Mandee] at the end of the cvent,
played over two days at the
{xreen Halls of Primece Fadsal bin
Fahd Olympic Complex, Featur-
ing 30 plavers [mom elght teams,
it was attended by Almmed
Al-Jalcan, vice chairman of the
SHF boad, andd boaid membee
Fehium Al-Ajroush, AN Riyadh

TCL
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Tast cricket

Pakistan™ Sajid
demolishes
West Indies

Spnaer Sajicd Khan took fve
wickeds and Abrar Alhmeed an-
other four io suide Pakistan to
a I27-run win on the third day
of the Airst Test against Wiest
Inchies in Multan on Sunday.

Sajicl ook 5-50 for match fig-
ures of 9-115, while leg-spinner
Abrar Ahmed smared 4-27 as
West Indses were dismessed for

23, [@lling well short of their
victory target of 251.

Pakistan's spanners took all
Hhe avickeds in West [Tncées'
seoondd iInnings, with Noman
Al chipplmg in with 1-42, as
Lhiee heomne shoke took an early
advantage in the two-Tesl se-
rics. AFP

‘Aohilles tear’
Leverhusen's
Martin Terrvier

oul for season

Bayer Leverkusen attackes
Martin Terrier is oul for the:
season with an Achilles tendon
rupture, the club sasd ina
gtatement on Sunday.

The defencing Bundesliga
champlons were already with-
ot pyuresd forvward Victor
Boniface and Amine Adh.

Seven mimuoies into Sat-
urday's 5-1 home win over
Brorussia Mornchengladbach,
Termier fell to the turf clutch
ineg his lower leg withoud an
apponend |r|:|'|-:ir|;.' md (10 .

Leverkusen issiiod J stale-
ment on Saturday saying an MR
had “confirmed a napdure in the
righi Achilles fendon”™ AFP

Follow Arnb News

a Beriafs all through the
day hrabMows
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ATEer two Be0Rons, the Frasaler revival — koo
by series afnr and executive producer Bolsey
Qrasrirmser — will not continue further. The

shaw maurmected the original ‘Frasier saroes,
which alred for Tl seasons from 1993-2004

and won 3T Ennmy awnrds. Serles. |t was Hsed’
a spin=ofT of popular comedy show 'Choers.’

Finall
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CLOSE UP

TheSix

Balad Beast,
Pt. 1l

Here are six reglonal artksis set (o
take the stage al Balad Beast, an
electrilying music festival to be
held in Jeddah from Jan, 30-31.

i

Dish Dash

Sauch Arabda's dymarmie T duo are
kenowvn for Blenching: thelr deep
cultural roots with innovative
techmn and tech-house sounds.

Blirdperson

Sanckl Arabia-hased D) Lujain
Albishi, who goes by the stage
name Biirdperson, is making
waves in the Kingdoms growing
electronic music scene,

Vinyl Mode

Freowm for hos unigque approach fo
deep house and tochno, Mulanned
Masser, aka Vil Mode, isa
leacking T fprodhecer in Jedelahys
underground dance scene.

Daorar

Heavily inspired by the local amnd
underground music soenes, Dorar
s ome of Saaci Arabdas rising Dls

With her tasteful selections and

easy-lhstening tunes, Dorar spins

soulful house seis

Disco Misr

The Egyptian musical sensations
are revedutionizing the music
seene by infusing contemporary
Arab tunes with their signature
styvle, creating an imomersive
ducEvisual experience,

M heh

Saudi Arabdi's Islam Kaka, aka T
Beh, began bas musical career in
ST and hasn't looked back, rede-
fining tunes n the wordd of EDM,

The best

looks from

Joy Awards
lavender

carpet

Arah Mews [inal

a pearly white dress with black
draping by Saudi label Abadia,

Hollvwood stars and “T picked it because |

Arab talents took to the wanted 1o represent Saudi
prestigions lavender Arahian designers and fashion,
carpel al the annual especially here in Rivadh, which
Jov Awards, one of ks such an upcoming hot spot
the reglon's biggest for Saudi Arabian fashion” she
entertainment events, bodel Arab News.

held at Rivadh's Kingdom Hollywood actor Matthew

Arena on Saturday.

U'S pop sensation Christing
Aguilera led the charge on the
carpet wearing a white shir
paired with a shimmering skir
from Balman, compleling her
sieek look with dark sunglasses.

MeConatghey was accompa-
mied by his wife, mode] Camila
Alves, who walked the lavender
carpet in a skeek one-shoulder
vellow dress with gold sequins
by Omcar de la Renta,

While French Lebanese
aciress Stephamie Atala stunned

Aguilera later changed in a pastel pink creation Mrom
o a fowing red gown from Rami Radi, Lebanese actress
Elie Saab's Haute Couture Nawal Kamel armived in a
Autumn-Winter 2024 black and silver studded
callection as she opened gown designed by her go-to

the show with her hil
track “The Voice Within”
Hollywoodd star
Amanda Seylricd wasa
vision in red, weanng
o i Tedd dress roam
Videntino, with a
statement back
belt ddetail. The Eoam

Lehanese fashion designer,
Joelle Nemnumn,
“I cant believe I'm here,
I'm very excited to mect
the {Saudi) people up
close. T know many
peophbe from Lebanon,
bt being here an
seeing the locals, who are

mitche its debul al 0 different and incredibie,
Alessandro Michels's is amazing. They (Saudi=)
first rumway show are so kind and welcoming
for Valentino — they truly lift you up
at the Spring- and take care of you. I'm
Summer 2025 Paris sy graleful to be here
Fashion Wees Last and to wilness the Joy
seplemberAs a Awnrds,” she said.
tribute to her first M eanwhile,

visit 1o the Kingchom, Lebanese couturser
LS actress hate to the stars Zuhair
Siepe] attended the Murad, who was

CEPEMONY Wearing

INTERVIEW

also honored ai

Christana Agnillzrm wore o Balmain skirt
arvd white shirt ensambds ns she took

to the Joy Awards” lnvender carpet
Lafi- As & tribute fo her farst viait ta
the Klngdom, U3 aciress Kate Shegal
attended the coremony wearng a
pearty white gown from Saudl label
Abadin Gety magns

the event, was the designer of

choice for many regional stars,
including Lebanon’s Cyrine
Abdelnour, Egyplian actress
Enjy Riwan, Morocccan actress
Mirvam Labiad and Lebanese
aciress Almee Sayvah,

UsS COMEDIAN

Chappelle
malkes hearitfelt
plea for those ‘in
the Palisades or
Palestine’

Arab Mews Dol

S comedian Dave Chappelle
began the first eptsode of
“Saturday Night Live™ in 2005
with a I5-minute monodogine
that ackdressed evervihing Mrom
Lhe wikdfires in Los Angeles

to Donald Trump's immimnenl
inauguration and incloded a
heartfeli plea for those “in the
Palisackes or Palestine”

The episode marked
Chappelle’s fourth time as the
show's host, this time alongside
musical guest GloRilla. The
comcdian’s previous stints were
in November 2016, 2020 and
2022,

“The presidency is no place
for petty people. Donald Trump,
I knovwy vour watch the show

- man, remember, whether

people voted for vou or not,
Lthes"re all counting on vouw,”

he said towards the end of his
monalogue. “Whether they
like your or mod, they're all
cottnting on you. The whole
world is counting on yoiL And

[ mean thas when [ say this:
Gond luck. Mease do better
next time. Flease all of us, do
hetter next time. Do not forget
vour humandity and please have
empathy for displaced people,
whether thev're in the Pallsades
of Palestine”

He al=o reflected on the recent
death of Jimmy Carter and how
mioved he had been to see the
former president once visk
Palestine swrroundecd by little
seCinty.

“When I saw that pacture, it
brought tears to my eves. 1 said
I cdom't know iF that™s a good
president, but that right there, 1
am sure, is a great man. It made
e Teeld very proned,”

Andrew Garfield says lear-jerker film *We Live in Time’is everyone’s story

Shyama Krishna Kwemar Duabos

[t 15 no secret that Andrew
Crarfield’s latest movie, John
Crowley's “We Live in Time,"
now in clnemas across the
Middle East, is a lear-jerker that
will pull at your heartstrings
from Scene L.

Beginning with the cancer

diagnosis of co-main character

Almut i(Florence Pugh), the
story then follows her back
and forth through time Lo tell
thee story of her relationship

with Tobias |Garfield)
froam their first encotnter

after a road accident to the § L8

birth of their daughter
at a filling station and s
FRare, '
“1 think the

point of this

film is that it is
EVErVOnes story,”
arfield tokd

Afviraw Garfield plays
Toblas in ‘We llve in

Thme.' Gatty iImages

Arah News, 1 think alter
any human being lives a
cerfain amount of time,
if they're lucky, they get
to experience terrible
losss, Ancl T know that
that's a strange way
of phrasing it, but I
do see it as a privi-
lege to love deeply
and therefore 1o
lose terribly, to
lose each other,
whether it 5
pariner or a mother

or a father or a friend
While over the past few vears

Crarficld has been on an on-and-

off break from filming in an

attempt to know himself better,

the seripd From Justine Wright
lared him back to s,
"I was in a very peaceful,

contemplative place in my life,

ard reflecting on everyvthing
andd wanting to be creative,
bt ol necessarily wanting
to be on 2 film set. But then,
vou know, reading the script,
I thought, *Oh, this will be a

very natural creative process,'™
he said.

“There was a certaim amownt
of letting go, bat it was a
letting go of a different kind,
It was a letting go of too much
overthinking. It felt like a very
natural letting go, getiing out
of the way of not working too
hard, letting the moment define
the moment, letting mysell
be flbed up, and trusting that
the moment was enough,” said
Garfiekd, who lost his mother 1o
canocer i 20019,



