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S90 Palestinians

today in exchange for 33 hostages

Hamas had taken 251 Israelis hostage during their Oct. 7 attack last vear

.l.FP Routers

Mediator Egypt sald on
Saturday that Israel is 1o
release more than 1,590

Falestinian prisoners in
exchange for 33 Israell
hostages In the first phase
of a Gaza truce.

The Forecign Ministry said the
prisoners wotld be frecd during
the first, 42-day phase of the
ceasefire which is =et 1o begin al
OG0 GMT on Sunday,

Under the deal, the three-
stage ceasefire starts with an
imitial six-week phass when
hostages held by Hamas will be
exchanged [of prisoners and
dietainees jaled n Israel

Hamas militants  had
a3 people hostage durig their
deadly Oct. 7, 2023, attack on
Israecd that trizeered the war,

Thirty-three of the 898
remaining hostages, including
wormen, chilldren, men over 50
anct 1ll and wounded captives,
are to be freed in this phase.
In return, lsrael will release
almaost 1,890 Palestinlans from

{akeay

K HRAES
They include 737 male, female
and teenaged prisoners, some of

whom are members of militant
proups, as well as hundreds of
Palestinians from Gaza in deten
tion since the start of the war.
sundav's ceaselire will he only
the secomd truce i 15 months of
war in the Gaza Strip, which has
claimed more than 50,0040 lives

and devastated the Palestinian
[ermilory
Early on  Saturday, after

/ /ieBrieft

-~ DIRIYAH SEASON

Diriyah Season al Al-Turaf
offers visitors a range of caltural
experiences to explore Sandi
Arabias heritape. P4

~INDIAN TOURISTS

India is seeling an increase in
travebers heading to Saud] Arabia
i= there s a growing interest i
the Rinpdom's herifage, among
ren £ Indians. P8

STARTUFS

Funding for stariups
across the Middle East and
Narth Africa ended 2024 on
an upward trajectory. P13
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Protestars in Londan on Saturday
azpress support for an iImmediabe
coansofire in Gazra. AFF

meeting for maore than six hours,
the Isracll Cabinet ratified the
ceasefine deal

In Graza, Israch warplanes ave
kept up atitacks since the deal
wias agreed, and pounded the
TEmILory on Saturday,

! [

i

Istacl tanks shelled the
Zelttoun neighborhood of Gaza
City and airstrikes hit ceniral
amdd southern Gaza, residents
gald,

Wedies in Gaea sapd five presapele
were Killed in an amrstrike thal
hit a tent In the Mawasi arca,
west of the city of Khan Younis.

Al least 123 Palestindans have
boen killed in Isracli strikes

R

HIGHLIGHT

Sunday's ceasafire will ba
only the second truce in

18 manths of war in tha
Gaza Strip, which has
claimed mora than 50,000
Hves and devastated the

Palestinian territory,

WINTER DEL

GHT

since  the ceasefire deal was
announced on Wednesday, the
Palestinian  Civil  Emergency
Service said.

In Tel Aviv, a Palestinkan man
slabbyed  and  wounded  oge
person, podice sad, before he
was shot by a passerby,

sRelnted reaporta ~no0 |
*Cpinlon: Yoss| Mekelberg |
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hHADRA HELP
LOS ANGELES
FIRE VICTIMS
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22,000

displaced
Sudanese

return
home

AFP Port Sl

Over 550040 internally displaced
Sudanese have returmed to areas
across the southesstern state of
Sennar, more than o month after
the army recaplured the state
capital from paramilitary forces,
the UN migration agency said on
saturday.

The International Organiza-
tion for Migration said its field
teams “monitored the metom
ef 53,4686 displaced persons o
ocillons across Sennar state”
bBetween Dec. 18 and Jan. 10,

Across the entire country, the
UM says 21 months of war have
creaied the world's woasd infernal
displacement  crisis, uproofing
more than 12 million peoplde

Famine has been declarsd in
parts of the country, bat the risk
15 sproading for millions more
poople, including to areas north
of Sennar, a UN-backed assess-
ment sald last manih

In November, the Sudanese
army, batthing the Rapid Soppor
Forces since April 20023, said it
had regained controd of Singa, the
sennar state ceptal and a key link
between army-controlled areas
o central and eastern Sudan.

The RSF sl
Sinja since late June when s
attack on Sennar state forced
nearly 726,000 people — many
displaced from other states — o
flee, according to the UN. The
war has killed tens of thoasands,

The US Treasury Depart-
ment has sanctioned army chiel
Abdel Fattah Al-Barhan and RSF
commander Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo.

conirolled

Hopkins "humbled’ to perform at Riyadh Season

Oscar-winning Hollywood star presents "Life is a Dream’ concert in Boulevard City

Arab Mows Hiyad:

Hollywood star Sir Anthony
Hopkins graced the Bakr
Al-Shaddi Theater in Boulevard
city, Rivadh, with a performance
fiehesd] = Lafe 18 a Dveam™
the Rivadh Season [estivities,

The actor opencd his speech
with  "As-salaomu alaykom™
and thanked Turki Al-Sheikh,
chalrman of the General Enter-
tainment Authority, [or  the
invitatkon o perform.

“I am cdeeply
immensely grateful (o premiens

s part of

humbled anc

"My life, to ma, is a profound mystery,” sald Hopkins at the show. Sucplled

my picee, 'Life s a Dream, during
Rivadh Season,” he sadd.

The Oscar winner spoke of
the path his life had taken, from
“the =on of a simple baker” in
scilth Wales to world-renowted
|.'-||r|1;:|-u.'-'.|'|':l||.||:i FTcA e siag

My lide, o meE 1= 8 profournd
mystery,” he sail "It's mpossible
tounderstamnd or take credit for the
blesaings I've been given. That's
wly I helieve life s a dream.”

Hopkins described being abde
to perform m Saudi Arabaa, “the
cracle of Isbam,” az an “unimag-
mathle honor” He saxk “1 cannod

imagine a betfer place than here
o come together, brldee our
differences and envision a waorld
of peace, balance and love.”

Detalled report oo |
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The Hewal Belgian Palace’s reception
for European Union officials and
diplomats was an opportunity to

reconmect with leaders of
EL institutions and fellow ambassadors.

Halfa Al=Jeden
Secd Ambasssdor to the EL
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Dhahran
Eco-workshop

Discover the envimonmental im-
portance of the Ringddom® man-
erowve froes via this scientific ad-
veniure at lthra’s Energy Exhibit.

Riyadh
Artexhibltion

An exhibition howoring the
late Saxd Al-Obaid. It features
mare than 150 works, and will
include talks, workshops, Hve
painting demonstrations, and
the screening of a documen-
tary celebrating has legacy.

Jeddah
Thriller room

Enjoy a mysterious adventure
in “a cursed Romanian apart-
meent in 19617 Uncover the dark
truth behind a tenant’s death
while evading unexpected
dangers, More details avall-
able on the Hala Yalla apn.

Get away from it all with a
break in one of the cottages at
Mishanl Farm, situated high in
the trandguil Shafa Mountains,
The farm offers a variety of
attractions for all the family,
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auichi Ambassacor to Mauritios Duiring the meeting, they discussed Cskar Wistinger and a delegation
Fayex bin Meshal Al-Temyat re- wivs lo enhiance balateral relations as fromm Austnia’s Mindstry of Fimance,
cently met Mauritian Mimsterof  well as other togues of matual interest. the Agency for Economic Cooperation
Labour and Industrial Kelations Meanwhile, officials at the Dhgital and Development, and other institu-
Mohammed Keza Cassam Uteem, the Cooperation Organization received Hons, the organization wrode on X

saudi Embassy wrote on X on Saturday. Austrian Ambassador to the Kingrlom on Saturday,

I I /f ( “f "!Tr Cﬂdiﬂg Toddarys frof fopics evplained by Afshan Aziz

'BACGK IN ACTION

Cameron Diaz

P Cameron Diaz is return- for the apgortunity to retum. *Iisa
¢ mg i the big screen aftera priviicge (o make films, and we are all so

decade-long hiatus, starring lucky todo what we do. That the door
alongside Jamie Foxx in Net-  was even open for me after a decade

Mixs aptly named new action-consedy, WIS AFTaEing”
“Back in Action,” She added: *1 loved those 10 vears for
The film marks her retum o acting mu ard iy Family, but I thoaght, "I et
since her last role in 20045 "Annie,” this go away, if [ don't engage again, and
‘BROTHER SHAWN which also starred Fosxx. if I don™ =ive it a chance, [am a fool” It
] . In a recent appearance on The G- mulght be the beginning of something,
Sﬁﬂ“tw mefffﬁ ham Norton Show, Diaz revealed thal but it’s here now and [ am grateful for
Foxx played a pivotal role in her deci- "
Pop leon Shavwn Mendes, S0 10 Pefurn. In addition 1o Foxx, Diaz credited her
26, has social media “1 had 10 vears of nod paving attention  hushand, musician Benji Macdden, Tor
wsers bueeing after e was te anything; nol accepling any advanc- encouraging her returmn.
spatied attending Friday ¢s, and then [ got this script and thoughit [n & previoas interview, she shared:
germon at New York University along- that mayhe it was time,” shie said. “1F “Hes like, "It's time for us (o suppoTt
glebe fellow Canadian artist Muostala the [ v godng to leave my famdly for 10 viou amd et mommy ascend and de ber
Poet, 28, lowrs a day, T wanted Lo do it with the thing™
The unexpected appearance quickly maost Ladented man in the enter- + - She told Empire in December:
became a viral sensation, with fans tainment business” "I reserve the right to say no
flooding social media expressing reac- Diaz and Foxx have a long A todoing a movie ever again,”
thoms ranging from surprise to ademira- history of working togeth- addimg that Foxx's enthu-
ko er, dating back to “Any \ siasm was hard to resist.

L "How do viou say no bo
R Tamile Foxx when he says,

Mustafn Ahmed, known for his evoca- Given Sunday® in 19400,
tive poetry and acclaimed debst allwim ancl again In “Annle”

“Dunya,” embraced Iskam atl the age of Redlecting on her time '. "Hey, I've gob thils big ac-
15, and has often shared his spariual away [rom acting, Diax " o I 5 tion comedy that we can

- L] - - i' L] (]
journey and activism, expressed gratitude Just have so miwch fun on’

Photos and videos of Mendes partici-
pitting in the praver circulated online,
sparking a wave of emotional responses
from fans. On X users celebrated whit

Todays
Number

.3k

Sapdl akd agency KSrelief distrily-
uiles] B85 foond baskoets in Mali's
AMopti regaon, benefiting 1,876

mnchividuals from vulnerable fam-
ilbes as part of this vear's Food

Security Support Praject in Mali,
Saiidi Press Agency reported,

Review

Slice of
Bread bakery

SULAFA ALKHLUNAILLN

On entering 58ce of Bread
bakery, located in Qatif
mumnicipality in the Eastermn
Provinca, you will be greeted
with the sweat and comforting
aroma of freshiy baked goods.

This local business offers an
intarnational selection of in-
house-made savory and sweel
baked treats made from high-
quality ingredients, created with
I,

Enjoy baked treats, from
date-filled maamoul cookies
and breadsticks to buttery
French croissants with a vanety
of fillings and creamy Japanass
cheesecakes, Elice of Bread is
known locally for thee freshby
baked spaciality breads such
as brioche, clabbata and keto

bread. My favorite is their

sourdough bread, a gut-healthy
alternative to white bread,

s

providing nutrients such as
protein, fiber and follc acid.

Sourdough s baked
differently from traditional
bread, with a more intricate
preparation required to lovel
the bread and ferment it. Slice
of Bread has naled thair own
resolps, with a consistent result
every time. The sourdough s
offered in different Aavers:
plain, ofive herb, and grain.

To satisfy a sweet tooth, try
the "gers ogaily” bites, flufTy
gaffron and cardamom cakes
from Kuwalt, or their tiramdsu,
a rich and hearty Italian desert
made of coffee-infused
ladyfinger pastries layersd in

ipcluding horse nding and a many refermed o as Mendes” “whole- a mixture of MasCarpone cresam

chance to feed the animals. some side quest”™ of 20025 cheasa.

?"F ;R o .l.mj:— B dackiah kite bullding, decorating, and ing games. For more detadls, visi Fl‘ﬂ.}"ﬂl‘ Times in Saudi Arabia

f{ egl{)“ handling. More details al visitga-  calendarbh. -
® The Qatiar Rite Festival larcom. dan. 18 Foj  Bumriss  Dhuhr Asr  Maghteb lsha
Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup runs at Old Doha Port until ® [alian pianist and composer Mccah 5.1 200 19.99 240 B0% .m0

Jan. 25 The festival includes & Boho by Marassi is hosting Ludovico Emaudi will perform
workshops, arts and crafts a zeries of activities perfect in Abu Dhabi for the first time Madinan B48  TAO7 12.32 336  B&T (1
:h:|"||'|.'|[l|-.'5. anc competitlions, :!'l:rl'ull ages al Marassi Gillll‘ll‘lih al [Ill.ll"ﬁlﬂl.i'll:l..ﬂ.l'll'fll.il cxn Jam. T8 EAB 538 0 - E.58 AER
Experts from around the wordd in Bahrain until Jan. 31, Enjoy Enjoy an unforgettable evening
will showease their creations, workshops on lantemn, plate, filled with music and emotion, Abha =i g:44 12:21 3:33 ol 2
and visitors can take part in and canvas painting, as well as Iickets available at abudhabi. : 5B . T o 5.1 —

Mying sessions and lessons on viston-board crafting and engag-  platinumbist, el



All T've wanted s the truth about

who actually murdered my daughte

and why she was not protected.
Jim Swire

Fathat ofF Py e FlET 103

’
¢

Al 259

passsngpers and
erew on Baard
Pan Am Flight
03, mialn, and
N resldents

Of (Lo e il
bolow right. wara
killod when a
oomb hidden

bn o sultomss
siploded an Dec
21,1988, AFF

fibe Caally Images

ars alter the

dannthan Gormpdl | 2ncdon - \

More than 37 vears on

from the bombing of . 1" _
Fan Am Flight 103 over : S
the Scottish town of g

Lockerble that claimed '
Lthe lives of 270 people,

a third Libyan man is
about to stand trial for his

alleged part in the plot.

O T, 21, 1388 Pan Aum 'I'I.'|:_|!|I
POk, i Boeing 747 en roule rom
London to New York, was a hittle
over an hour into its flight when
a bomb hidden in a suitcase in
the cargo hold exploded,

A% Lhe bochies ol all 259 passer-
gers and crew fell to earth, 1
residents of Lockerbic were
killed in their homes by falling
wreckare,

foumd gullty and sentenced to

[l i prsonmenl

Al-Megraln  would  =sernve
only a fraction of his sentence.
Fallowing a diagnosis ol terminal
prostale cancer, on Now, 2, 2004,

On Now. 13, 19491, after a three he was released by the Scottish
vear joint  investigation by government on compassionate
Scoftish police and the FEBI,  grounds and returmed to Libya,

where he died soon alter
issue] agamst two Libvans — But the case was [ar
intellipenee officer Abdelbaset  closed

Al-Megraht and Lamin Khalifah From Ehe castset,
Fhimah, tha manager consplracy  theories
for Libvan Arab Adrlines at Luga  switled around the
Ajrport in Malta irapedy. But the

Investigators  belicved the  greatest challenge
bomb had originated from 1@ lhe :
Malta, making its way to Fhight  version of events :
103 in London n an unaccompa- cames from  an \#
nied snitcase via a feeder flisht  unexpected quarter _
fram Frankfort. — the father of ane of

It wouald bhe the passengers,

Jim Swire, an English doctor
whio lost his daughter, Flora,
came 1o belicve Al-Megrahi was
innecent amnd that the evidence
gpmnst him and Fhimah had
been falsified. He campaigned
for yvears on Al-Megrahi®s behalf,
even traveling to Tripoll to meel
him alter his release,

meliciments for murdler wene

[rom

LA NEH] |

il il

than 11
vears afler the bombing before
the tnal began. In exchange
for relaxing sanctions, Libyan
leader Muammar Qaddafi agreed
i Band them over Tor trial at a

dRIgare:

special Scodtpsh courl converesd
in The Metherlands.

O Jan. 31, N,
acquutted, botl Al-Megrahi was

Fhimah was

P*
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FACTS

= Pan Arm
Flight 103
enploded over
the town of
Lockerbie,
Scotland,

on Deco. 21,
1988, killing
270 poople

» Investigators
corsiuded
Libyan agents
had planted a
bomb, hidden in
a suftcass on
the Bosing T47T.

» Libyan intel-
ligance officer
Abdelbaset
Al-Megrahi
was convicted

in 2001 for his
involvament

in thes attaock.

LOCKERBIE

The shadow of Flight 103

Thirty-seven ye

dbu Ageia Masud. bolow |eft.

is to stand trial accused of
photting the attack with Lamin
Khalifah Fhimzh, above left,
wiho wis anrther acguitted, and
Abdolbaset Al-Maegrahl, botiam

g, AFP fhesSGetty limaeas
swire's campaign has become
the subject of two new TV
difamatizations — the bve-par
"Lockerbae; A Search for Truth,”
siarring Colin Firth., and a
BEC-Metflix drama series,
*Lockerbae.”
What both drama
Hzations will ot
COVer, Inwever, 15
Lhes Ladesd exirmor-
¥ dinary chapler in
@' the story,
On May 2 this
vear, & man identified
i CORER papers as A g
Agtla Mohammad Masud Khear
Al-Marimi, or simply Masd,
will g on i@l in Wiashington,
D, charged with having made
the bomb that destroved Pan
Am Flight 103,
The original
felentiliedd o

investization
stspiect  calbed
Abu Apela Masud, who at the

airliner bombing that killed 270, a new trial could well rewrite the ofhicial narrative

US mvestigators when 11 was
but, as the FBI affidavit noted,
the Libvan law enforcement
cffbcer who abtained Masod's
statement  had  Yexpressed a
willingness (o testify at a trial
the Libvan government agrees
to make the officer available.”

S  authorities announced
i e, 120 200F2, that Masud
wWag In cushiddy on American
sodl, andd had been charged in a
Washingion, DC court. How he
grd there 1s uncertam, as there
15 no extradition treaty between
the U's and Liby

Human Rights Waich claims
Mazud was “vioderie
from his home {0 the Abua Salim

traced, B “confirmed that aelzed”

an afliddavil filexd

time cotld not be alleged to have

aerordine o Ll B b opsersaiioas o Pan Aan
= Of

by an FBI specal agent m Flight B was ordered by Libvan district of Topoll on Nov, 17
December 2020, in 2007, the intelligence leadership” 2022, by members of an “armed
bureau received a transcript According to the transcnipt, he  group”

Bul in a statement at the time,
Michael H. Glasheen, acting
assistant director in charge
f the FBEI Washineton Field
Ofice, saick “The lavwful armesd

in Arabic of an interview
conducted by Libvan security
officers in September 2012 with
a man tdentified as Masud.
According

also told his Libvan interrogators
it “altey |I|.|-'|i-|||'r:|1i-i-||_:.:I:|-eI||.|I:i
thanked him and other members
of the team for thelr successiul

0 the trRanscrpl, arttack on the US"

Masud, a lormer colonel n Itsnotclearwhythetranscapt and presentment in court of
Libva's External Serurity of the interview was shared with  the alleped bombmaker ... is
Organization, had worked as a the product of hard work and
“technical expert” for the ESQ, partnerships across the globe”

“haitleling  explosive  devices Depending on whd

emerges I oo 11}
May, Masnds trial oould
pronve Lalelul lor Fhilmah
Although e was
aoquitied by the

froam k0 or around 197935 (o in or
around 200" when Qaddah was
overthrown.

In the mterview,
had allepedly

hlasawd
“admiticed

tn buildine the bomb Soottsh court in
that brought down Pan 1951, he remains

A wanted man In

America. For those
invodved in the lomg
search for cloure, the
trial is a last chance to
“renow confidence in
the justice process,” in
f e words of Scotland'’s
(RITHBIAES

Am Flight 103 and 1o
working with Megrahi
armd Fhimah to execute
the plot.”
Furthermore,
who alsn

Adasud,
“aclralited luls
involvement  1n
plots  against  citizens
el e US and
Western  countnes,” s

olher

et her [IFO&ECLL IO

Y
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Liwe porformances and discussions connect asdiences with the stories of At-Turalf district's past. 5.ppied

CULTURAL RUB

Diriyah Season
brings history to life
at UNLESCO site

4

Visitors can explore RKingdom's heritage through
immersive experiences, workshops, performances

Armb Mews H ool

Diriyah Season lannched
a new program of
activities at A-Turall
district, a UNESCO
World Herltage site,
oflering visitors a range
of cultural and historical
experiences to explore
sawddl Arabla’s herltage.

The program highlights key
maoments from the history of
the first Saudl state through
workshops, theatrical perfor
mances, and cultural sessions,

Vigitors can engage In activi-
ties such as traditional Najdi
design workshops, poctry recita-
tions, and demonstrations of the
Sandi Ardah, the RKingdoms
traditiona] sword danee.

This wears program also
features the updated "850 Inter-
active Experience.” namesd after
the establishment of IDNiriyah
in the Islamic calendar wyear
850 AH (1446 or 1447 AD in the

SECURITY MEASURES

Visitors were greated with
authemtic Saudi coffes and dates.

Photos X @DirlyahSenson

Gregorian calendar),

The cxpericnce uses story
telling and puzzles to explore
notabde historical flgures,
mcluding  Imam  Turki bin
Abdullah, and key event=s [rom
Dirivah's history.

Workshogs  in traditiomal
construction techmigues, histor-
ical zames, and exhibitions

showcasing the districds archi-
tecture are designed o deepen
unclerstanding of the regons
culdtural sigmfcance, wihile live
performances  and  discussions
will further connect awndiences
with the stories of At-Turaif s past,
inclhsding its role In Saudl Arabias
early statehodod,

The evenl ams to promote
Dirtvah as a oultural hub,
combining historical education
with f[ive entertainment and
creative showcases,

Saudi customs tackle 2,124
smuggling cases in single week

Arab Mews H ol

Customs officials at land, air, and
sk poris across the Kingdom
wiepe invalved i 2124 selEures
of prohibited items in 8 smgle
week, the Zakat, Tax and
Customs Authority reporied.
The firure reflected the anthor-
IY's commitment o prdecling
=ociely  from  smuggling  and
tlegzal activities, the Sauwdi Press
AEETICY I'|-']||||:|‘I-|'-efl Ol !'-'n.'Hulll._l!.-'
The crackdown  included

HIGHLIGHT

Saudi authorities seizad
narootios, weapons, cash and
tobacco, They urge the public
to report smuggling and offer
rewards for accurate tips.

mare than 350 cases linked (o
prohibited substances, of which
S8 mvolved narcotics such as
hashish, cocamne, heroin, shabu
and caplagon pills,

The authorities also thwarted
more than 1745 attempls to
smuggle tobacco and its deriva-
tives, 22 cases involving money
and  thres
weapons and related accessores,

The authonty urged the
public toreport any information
regarding smugeling by calling
13910, the international number
OG890 or by emalling
Lol zakca, gov.sa Financial
rewards are offered for accurate
information,

RSES :|||l.-'-::||'|.'1:|;
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@® Economic growth soars:
a promising outlook for 2025

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZL

ollowing the notable fiscal and

gconomic performance of 2024,

driven by non-oil and governrment

activities, including the private

sector's remarkable performance,
the Saudi economy is expected to continue
showing impressive results in 2025. This
projection is based on the government's efforts
to achiove Saudi Vision 2030 objectives, which
focus on implementing comprahensive fiscal
and sconomes structural reforme.

Acoording to the Mimstry of Finance,
preliminary estimates indicate
that the Kingdom's real gross
domestic product will grow by
4.6 parcant in 2025, compared
tay 0.8 parcant n 2024 and -0.8
percent in 2023, This growth
is driven by an increase n the
GDP af non-oll activities thea
axpected growth of the private
gector's contribution to non-

oll GDP, and the governmeant's
afforts to enhance ssonomic
diversification, develop thae labor
market, create sustainable job opportunities
and improve the business environment

The Kingdom's real GDP is expected to reach
21161 trilllam In 2025, up from $1.081 trilllon In
2024, reprasenting a 8.4 percent Increase,

The inflation rate is expected to rise to 1.9
parcent ln 2025, up from 1.7 paercant in 2024

The projected significant growth in the Saudi
economy positively impacts the Kingdom's
fiscal budget for 2028, with increases in both
total revenues and exponditures

Total revenues are estimated at $315.7

billion, with expectations to reach 33437
billion by 2027. Total expenditures are
astimated at $342.7 blllion In 2025 and ara
|:|r-|:|j|=-|:|l.:|I:| to rise to $381,1 bilion by 2027,

The projected budget deficit is expected to
reach $26.9 bilkon in 2025, representing 2.3
percent of the Kingdom's GDP

The budget deficit is likely to remain at a
similar level to 202% over the medium term,
reaching §34.7 billlon and 837.3 billion In 2026
and 2027, respactivaly, represanting -2.9
percent and -3.0 percent of GDF.

r The= Enudlg-mremm:nl: has
28

projected funding needs of
Financial reforms will $37.1 billion for 2025, intended
continue to enhance

to cover the anticipated budget
daficit and the repayment of
cconomic growth Wi i oy
amd improve public

maturing debt, estimated at
about $10.1 billior. It s expected
finance managemenl,
with a focus on raising

that the govarmmmeant will contmue
barrowing over the medium term
the guality ol services
provided to citizens,

to meet its financing needs.
Public debt is expected to

residents and visitors,  reach $346.7 billion, $381.3
billion and $418.7 billion in 2025,
2028 and 2027, regpectively, representing 20.0
percent, 32.2 percent and 23.3 percent of the
Kingdom's GDP. Despite the expected budget
daficit and tha rise In public dabt In 2025, the
Kingdom's sconomic outhsok remalns promising,
espacially considering the contraction in the
odl sactor dus to voluntary production cuts and
the government’s commitmeant to acheving the
S0 O O I:'rzlnsﬁ:lm'la.'l:i-nng'n-m of Visicn 2030
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THE BEST OF THE REST

Innovation Rich culture Law anforcemeant
Fashionstartups Jazan festival Ringdom arrests
award reaches showcases Z1. 485 illegals
final stage region’s heritage imone week

Saudi anthoritbes arrested
21485 ]:||-e:-'|1|:' in one week for
breaching residency, work and
BardeEr securily regulanons.
According to an oflicial
report, a todal of 13,562 people
were arrested for violations
of residency Laws, whike
4,853 were helbd over Hlegal
Border ciossimg allempls,
and a further 3,070 for
labor-related issues,
The Ministry of Interior
saled that anyvone found to be
facilitating illegal entry to the
Kingdom, including providing
rransportation and shelter,
could face imprisosment for a
maximum of 15 years, a fine of
up to SR1 million (S260,000], as
will as confiscation of vehicles
and property. SPA Riyadh

The Jazan Winter Festival
has antracted a large number
of visitors with a vartety of
heritage evenis

Erth Viklage, a highlight of
the festival, is showecasing
traditicnal handicrafis,
sames and clothing,

The event stimulates the
local economy and highlights
the region's culture throwgh
performances and folk dances.
Local perfumes and herbs are
on display, highlighting the
arca'’s rich heritage.

Spanning three months, the
fvenl fearires 300 actvices
aiross 42 sates an Jasan anc s
governorates, The festival's
activities also inchade art
exhibitions, plays and poetry
satherings. SPA Riyadh

The Fashion Commibssion and
lxury group Kering have
launched the selection process
Far the winaers of the Kering
Greneration Awarml X Saucdi
Arabia. The initiative ams to
support innovative startups
making a significant impact on
the Fashioa Industry,

Aore than 100 starups
applied, with 20 selected Lo
participate in a three-day
traiming canyp in Rivadh. The
awards ceremony will take place
on Jan. X7, where the top three
startups will be annoumnced.

Winners will have the
apportumey o travel to Paris
for mentoring with Kering's
teams and present their
inmovations at the Change NOAW
2025 summit. SPA Riyadh

e Follow frnkb News Briefs all through the day BirmbNews
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Anthony Hopkins enchants
Rlyadh with dreamlike symphony

Performing concert in Saudi Arabia ‘an unimaginable honor,” Hollywood icon says

Arab Mews Riyach

In a captivating blend

of art and humanity,
Hollvwood icon Anthony
Hopkins graced the Bakr
Al-Shaddl Theater in
Boulevard Clty, Rlvadh,
with a performance titled
"Life is a Dream™ as part
of the Riyadh Season
festivities.

Introduced by fellow
AMorgan Froseqmam, Hopkins
opened  his speech with the
Arabic  preeting, “As-salamun
alaykum.” setting a tone of
enltural respect and wnity.

Hopkins shared his reflections
o 1ife and art, drawing from the
wiontds of Edgar Allan Poe: =1 have
always believed that all we see
o =4m 15 bul a dream within a
dream.”

He thanked Turki Al-Sheikh,
chairman of the General Enter-
Authority, lor the
imvitation to perform in Rivadh,

*1 am deeply humbled and
immensely grateful to premiere
my piece, “Life is a Dream,
during Rivadl Sesason”™ he sald,

Relecting on hes  hle, he
descrbed the path from “the
11 Sl
workd-renowsed
coamposer and actor

“My life, to me, is a profound
mystery,” he said. “It's impos-
glhle to wunderstand or take
crecit for the bMessings ['ve
heen given. That's why 1 believe
life is a dream, and this picce,
'Life is a Dream,” was inspired
by my dreamy  childhood in
S=outh Wales, my wonder:
fully supportive mother and
my [ather, who Larzes

ACTOf

Einmenl

=on of a simple baker”
Wales o a

8 L

ARTISTIC HERITAGE

o

Actor and composar Anthony
Hapkins with Chalrman of

General Entertainment Autharity
Turkl M-Bheikh at an avent for
Riyadh Seasan this weakancd
Sippiad

Beautyin every stroke:
Calligraphers make

theirmark in
Dammam exhibition

Hinedl .!IB:hLI.rI..lhI Linahro

In the heart of Damneon, the
Siuch Arakian Society for Culture
and Arts is hosting a callizraphy
art exhibition titled “The Pulse
of Ink,” showcasing works of the
atif Calligraphy Groap.

Art enthusitasis and curiows
minds alike have until fan. 20
fo explore works by renowned
cillggraphy and omamentation
artists, Including some as voung
a5 12-years-olil

To complement the exhilvition,
the Gatif Calligraphy Group has
Eanized a sences of engagng
activities, including workshops
for asparing calligraphers.

The GOt workshop

Wiks

presemted by Fe-year-old
Hussein Bazaroun, who has been
practécing calligraphy for two
and a hall years,

Bazroun's passion amd dedica-
lon 1o the el are a soagroe
of nmspiration lor young and
aspiring artists alike.

Additional workshops  will
fscus on Diwand script, led by
calligrapher Al Al-Ehuwailbdi,
and Bug@ah script, taught by
his fellow calligrapher, Hassan
Al-Hadwan.

Among the showcased talents
15 I2-vear-old calligrapher Al
Al-Radhim, a prodigy who has
been perfecting his craft for just
over a vear and a halll His takent
15 a feslament o the group's

than life and worked tirclessly
throughout his life."

Hopking Invoked the philos-
ophy of Ralph Waldo Emerson,
highlighting music and art as
splritual conpectors,

mission to promote and preserve
the anclemt art  of
|'.'|Ii||J:r:|'|1||].'.

The exhibition also [eatures
a diverse range of picces, cach
a captivating blend of intricate
lines, curves and ormaments that
secm to dance across the page.

The calligraphy groups goals
are diverse amd Far-reaching.
By hosting workshops, exhibi-
fions and lectures, they promote

Arabic

+

I g gt g

“Music and artare paths toGod,
the primary means to connect all
human =ouls. Emerson under-
stood that touching one soul
means touching all souls and

| oo belleve that musée 15 3

Arabic calligraphy as an Islamic
and artlstic art form, while also

stipporting  local  artists  and
enriching the cultural landscape
of (Jatif,

[hrough competitions  and

showeases, they are creating a
new generation of calligraphers
to carry forwand the tradition.
For Al-Ehwwaildi, vice presi-
dent of the calligraphy groap,
calligraphy 15 more than just a

Muna Al-Muhanna |ls amang the calligraphy arttsts showcasing their works
at “The Pulsas of Ink' echibitlan in Dameaam AN photos by Hnd Alkhamalz

Hopkins
premiarod his
plece ‘Life

it & Dreaam’
with the Royal
Phikarmonlc
Orehastra in
Riyadh

I cavmmao
imagine

a better
place than
here (Samdi
Arabia)

Lo Come
together,
biridge our
differences
and envision
a world

of peace,
halance amd

love.
Anthony Hopkins

HO RO Bl CeOi Y EDOs

Iranslormative power,” e gaiel
"1 always dreamed ol being a
composer, but [ never knew how
Yet performing this concert in
sandi Arabia, the cradle of 1slam,
where Prophet  Muhammad

hobby — it is a refuge, a source of
comfort and a means of creatlyve
|':||_|I|'I"li!-.|lE'||I

"I fell in fove wath calligraphy
in clementary school, and it
evalved o a hobby nto a
refuge throwgzhout my life” he
fold Arab News.

“Whenever life
overwhelming, 1
ke a bl (o pls nesy”
reflect the therapeubc

EERs
FETUETY o IE
His waoptls

PoweT

FASTFACT

Art anthuslasts and curious
minds alike have wntil Jan, 20
to visit “The Pulss of Ink" and

EI:F'.'|||:I-rE' works ','.I:l' rencowned
calligraphy and ornamentation

artists, including some as
YOUng as 15'.-:.'ua.rl—|:|-ll:E.

received his messages and home
o the hioly cities of Makkah and
Madinah Is an unimaginable
honor.”

Addressing global challengzes,
Hopkins stressed the Dmgpsor-
tance of unity amnd peace.

“1 canned Mmagine A |':-|~II|'|'
place  than here o oome
tagether, bridge our diferences
i_I|||:. et R T 1'.'1""'!'5 -I'|| ot
balance and love,” he said

“At 87 yrears old, | understand
deeply that death is inevitable.
But the theme of this concert
i5 that life is a long farewell 1o
everything we love, a prolonged
poodbye, but one Alled with
forgiveness and wonder”™

Hopkins concluded by
acknowledging the team that
made the concert possible,
giving special thanks to Hakan
Al-Harthi, managing director of
Sela, bis music produecer Stephen
Barton, conducior Matthew
Freeman, and the Roval Philhar
monic Orchestra. He ended his
speech with “Shukran”

Through this evenl, Hopkins
not onky showeased his musical
falenis but also made a lasting
impression on Rivadh Seasaon,
emphasizing the unifving power
of art and muosic in promoting
tolerance, and under-
:-I:.:r|-:5||||:-.'_.-||'I'I:J.'-.'-.-:'1z|IL|I'-e'.=-.

lewvee

of calligraphy, which reguires
patience, dedication and a deep
!|||-:I|,'|'.-.I;||1r|i:||_|: ol the nircale

relationships  befween  letiers,
lines and spaces.

Hassan Al-Bashrawi, secre-
tary of the calligraphy group,

highlighted the unique appseal
of Arabhic calligraphy: “Nl
combines two  Key
||_||.|.|i1i|':-.: arfstle  copgruction
and meanmghal values reflecting
Islamic civilization and Arab
heritage”

Al-Bashrawis own journey as
a calligrapher has been marked
by intense study, practice and
collaboration with fellow artists
[hrouzh his work, he is building
A strong foundation for renewal,
drawing inspiration from both
ancient resounces and contem
POrary artises

For Muna Al-Mubanna, a
talented artisl leatuning  her
first piece in the exhibition, the
expericnce is nothing short of
exhilarating.

"My feelings were a mix of the
oy ol accomplishiment and pride
in creating something in remems-
brance of Allah, the Most High”
Sapts Sl

aesthetic
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‘CRISIS OF IMPUNITY"

Ban on UNRWA ‘will make plight of
(Gazans worse and undermine truce’

Commissioner general deplores ‘fierce global disinformation campaign’ mounted against the aid agency for Palestinians

Ephrem Kosaalfy how Fork

The head of the largest aid

agency for Palestinians
has warned that the fall
implementation ol a new
Isracli law preventing its

workers from operating
within the conntry
wounld be “catastrophic”
lor Gaza, "massively”
wealien the international
humanitarian response
there, and make already
“dire and catastrophic”
living conditions
“immeasurably”™ worse.

It woukld also undermine the
Gaza ceasefire agreement, said
Philippe Larzanni, the comimis-
soner general of the UN Reliel
and Works Agency' for Palestine
refugees,

He was speaking in New York
where he earlier briefed the UN
security Council on the plight of
the UNRWA, kess than two weeks
hefore the Israell ban on the
apency is due 1o take efTect.

Lazzarini welcomed  the
recent ceascfine agreement and
hostaze-rebease deal in (azn as a
“starting podnt,” and stressed the
“absolute™ need for “rapad, unfet-
tered” access for humanitarians
to respond to the “tremendous
spfTering” in the terriory,

The anli-UNEWA  |emslation,
approved overwhelmingly by the
Enesset in October, would bar
the smency from operating within
Israed and ban the conmtrys author-
itiess From any comtbact with it

The delivery of aid to Gaza and
the West Bank requires close
coordination between UNKWA
and Israck] authoritles,

the legslton s impde-
mented as planned, Tsrae] would
mo  longer izspe apency  stafl
with work or entry permits,
and the coorination with the
[sracli military that i= essential
for ensuring safe passage for
abd deliveries will no longer be

poassibale,

since the start of the war
Gaza, Israel has  relentlessly
condemned and attacked the aid
ALY,

More than 200 of its staff

Reuvters Brusseis

The EU ix in talks o revive a
civilian mission to monitor the
border crossing between (Gaza
and Egyvpt at Rafah fodlowing the
announcement of the ceaselire
deal between Israel and Hamas,
EU foreign policy chiel Kaja
Kallas said.

A civilian ELU mission to help
Rafah crossing
was sl up under an agreement
beetween Israel and the Pales-
fndan Authorty i 2005, part
of mternational help with peace

moasiior e

bheen  killed:

displaced

its schools,

Ry lestinlans

have
whape
soanhl  sheller, were bombed:

and a coordinated  Tsrach
media campaign has attempled
bt discredit the agency by
portraving it as a ool of Hamas,

Lazzarini said that though the
[sracli  government  suggests
ihe services  provided by
UNEWA  could B delivered
by other agencies, s mandate
and capacity to provide public
services (o an entire  popala-
ton — Incleding education for
more than 00,000 Palestinian
chifdren, and healthcare — are
"unigque and far exceed any other
entity.”

This means “thwese serviees, in
reality, can only be transferred to

efforts at a time when Israel had
pulled troops and setilers from
CraXa.

But the mission operated for
only a year and a half before it
wis suspendled when Hamas
ook contral of the Gaza Sirp
and drove oul the mlernatdon-
ally  recognized  Palestinian
Authority.

Kallas met with the Palestinian
AUEIROFIYS Frime Yinester
Mohammed Mustala i Brossels
recenily and spoke on the phone
with Israels Forelgn Minister
Gideon Saar,

a functioning state public insti-
tbon” =aki
that this is in e with the aims
of the Global Alllance for the
Impdementation of the Two-Satc
Solution, initated kst year by
sauck Arabia, the EU and the Arab
Leapue.

"UNRWAS services are
tightly woven inio the
fabric of Gaza” he sakd,

“The dismtegration of the
apency  would indensify  the
breakdown of social order. So
dismounting UNREWA outside the
political process would under-

ming the ceasehre agreement,
and sabotape Gaza’s recovery and
the political transition.”

Tuming to the situation in the
West Bank, Lazzanni said the

Lazzarini, adcing

also
gkl

alestinian Authority has stated
clearly that it does not have the
financeal resources or capacily 1o
make up for any loss of UNEWA
RCTVICES.

“A  chaotic dismantling of
UNEWA will irreversibly harm
the lives and the future of the
Palestinians, amnd 1 believe it will
odaliterate thelr trust in the inter-
mitional community and  any
schution it attempts to ctlitabe,”
he added.

He meminded the Security
Counctl during his  brtefing
earlier in the day of “the herce
giobal disanformation campaign™
mounted against  the agency,
ancdd what he described as “the
mtense diplomatic lebbyving by
the government of Isracl, as well

RELIEF

EU in talks to revive Rafah border mission

The EL &5 " in discussions about
redeploving our moniforing
mis=ion (o Rafah to ensure
the stability at the border,
so we have it ready”
Kallas todd reporters in .:,
Rrussils

Rallas sanrl
redeployving woor
require invitations from
lgrael amd the Pales-
tnkan Authority and a

cooperalion agrecment

EU forelgn polioy
chinf Kaje Kallns,

with Egypi.

she zakd the mission now had
10 international  staff
and ecight locals on

standby.
“We will also he
Jf ||_*.'|:I_'.' o asslst In
reconstruction and
s rooovery, she said.
Kallas said the EU
was commiitted to
a two-state solution
iy the broader
Israel-Pales-
tinlan conflict.
“Of course,

e

A chaoiwe

dismantling
of NRWA
will
irreversibly
harm the
lives and the
future of the

Palestinians,
and I believe
it will
obliterate
their trast

inthe
international

community
amdd am

sidution i
attempis to
Eacilitate.

Childran walk
along o streat

naar the mubbbhila
of & collapsed

Bl lding at a
camp for people
displaced by
conflict in Bured|

inths cantrol
Gaza Strip. AFP

as  affiliated nonpovermmental
organizations, targeting UNRWA
afnd govermiments ol  donor
coumnires”

According to Knessel fpures,
Israe] has allocated an additional
SIS0 mithion to its 2025 propa-
panda budpet in an efort to
reshape global opinions aboud
ks acthons in Gaza, which erities
b armount to genocice,

Lazearimi saicd that “masinfor-
mation campaigns” have endan
gered UNRWA staff in the West

Bank and Goaza, where 269 of

them hadd been killed as of Fricay
“It has also created a permissive
environment for the harassmeni
of UN representatives wherever
they are, including m Earogse and
in the United States,” he added.

lasting peoace mcans CoOmMpro-
miges oan bath sldes,” shie said.,

“1 think there 15 a chance (o
prevent further loss of life with
this ceasefire”

Humanitarian workers have
warned of the monumenial
challenges that could mpede
il  operations including:
the destruction of infrastruc
fure that previously processed
shipmerts,

Epvptian Foreign  Minkster
Badr Abdelatty said 50 fuel

irucks are et o enfer the Gaza
Strip when the ceasefire starts

Lazzarini saidl he urged
the Security Council and UN
member states 1o do what they
can lo persaade Israel nol o
mmplement the new legiskiation,
and to ensure that the funding
crisis UNMAWA [aces does nod
abruptly  halt the lifesaving
services it provides.

The amency was estahlished
by UN General Assembly in the
allermath of the 1948 Arab-Tsrael
War o provide direct relief and
works programs for Palestinian
refugees.

Lazzarind sakdl the atiacks
against the agency are atlacks
on the international muitilateral
system itsedf

While UN member stales and
donor countries, including EU
countries, continue io publicky
assert that UNHWA is irreplace-
ahle in the absence of a Pales-
indan stale, these stalements of
suppsor] have nol been backed up
by pressure on Isracl to rethink
its ban on the agency.

Asked by Arabh News aboui
JT1ES tliscrepancy Fye e
public statements of sapport
and  meaningful  action, and
whether or not it means Wester
countries are, through lack of
action, undermining the very
multilateral values upon which
they were founded, Lazzarin
sl “The same guestion could
e asked about the mporance
of international  homanitaran
law and the blaiant and constant
clisregard of that Law.

“You can ask the same gquestion
about the disrespect for the

resalutions of the Security
Comtnell  and the  General
Assembdy. And vou can ask the

s question about™ the Inter:
national Court of Justice's ruling
that Israels presence i the
West Bank and East Jeruisslem =
illeggal, ancl the cowrt’s call for s
wilhdramyal,

“And = % obviously
frustrating.” Lazzarini adcled,

“What we have witnessed is an
extraordinary ‘crisis of impunity,
to the extent that mternational
humanitarian  w B almosi
becoming irrelevant if no mecha-
nism 1= pal in place o sddress
this impamity.”

o Sunday,

He sadd the ceaselire deal
provides [or “the entry of 600
trucks per day to the Stnp,
inchading 540 trucks of fuel”

Al 4 joint news conference
with his Nigerian counterpart,
Abdelatty said "we hope thai
300 trucks will go to the north
of the Gaza Strip” Humanitarian

workers have warned of the
monumential  challenges  that

could impede aid operations
— Inclhuding the destruction of
infrasimacture  thal

processed shipmenis

previcasshy
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EL-Sisi highlights Egypt’'s commitment to Libyan unity
unily and cohesion of Libya's Egypt's parfiamentary and presidential The country remams splil

AFP Calrg

Ezyptian President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi on  Saturday  hosted
Libvan military leader Khalifs
Haltar for ther hrst meeling
since September 2021,

El-5izi's office said that dunng
their talks, he stressed Egypt's

COMIMIEment G “ensuring the

natonal institutions.”

He also wreged “coordination
between all Libvan parties to
crvstallize a comprehensive
political roadmap” toward lotg-
overdue  parliamentary and
presidential elections.

Haftar's last visit to Cairo was
a Few maonths hefore nationwide

President Alhdel
Fattah El-Sisd
recoives Libyon
milltary leadar
Khalifa Haftar
in Calro on

Faturday. AFF

DIPLOMACHY

elections that were later delaved
due to disasreements over their
beeal framework,

Lilaya, which borders Egyvpt (o
the east, 1s struggling (o recover
from years of conflict after the
2011 NATO-backed uprising
that ended dictator Muoammar
Qaddafis four-decade rule,

between  the UN-recognized
povernment of Prime Minister
Abdul Hamid Dbetbah in Tripoli
and Haftar's authority In the
s

El-5i51 on Saturday said “all
foreipm forces and mercenaries
must be expelled from Libvan
[ErTInnry.”

Aoun stresses urgent need for Israeli
withdrawal from south under truce deal

[.ebanese leaders ask UN chief to help repatriate Syrian refugees as he pled

Najla Houssar| Berut

Lebanon’s President
Joseph Aoun stressed to
UN Secretary-General
Antonlo Guierres on
Saturday the urgency

of an Israeli military
withdrawal as stipulated
by a ceasefire deal

that ended the Israel-
Hezbollah war in

November,

President Aoun told the visitine
LN chiefl that it was necessary
[or “laraell forces o withdeaw
from occupded territories in the
south within the deadline sci
by the apreement reachod on
Mo, 27

Aoun also highlighted “the
readiness of the Lebanese army
to replace the lsraelis once they
withdraw™
border areia, which was mvadked
L

“Istacls continued viclations
on land and in the air ... blowing
up homes and destroying border
villages, completely contradicts
what was stated in the ceasefire
Froirm

[roam the Lebanese

agreement,” a statement
Aoun's office achoe],

Aoun said that the Israch
breaches were "a  continwed
viodation of the Lebanese

ROVEREIETILY  andd the [Interna-

Hogal  oommaanys will 1o
restore stability im0 southern
Lebanon”

Guterres inspected the Blue
Line amd met UN peacekecpers
carrving out their operations
souith of the Litani River,

O hils second day in Lebanon
H1 ) :‘-1;|_I|||1|.||_'.'_ I cofivevedl o
Lebanese  officials the TN
“comfinued  commitment o
support the Lebanese army and
the Lebanese institutions, as well
as President Aoun in his tenure”

Cruterres sand that he woarld “do
everything possible to secure the
withdrawal of the Israell forces
[Toan the south within the spect-
ficd period.”

According to the presidential

palace™s media office, Gutermes
said: “I am confident that under
vour leadership, things will go
hack to mnormal I Lehamon,
and he couniry Will regain its
sAirength and stability in the
FEENan s

Hliee alckeck: "T1 &5 true thal yoaur
mission = not easy, but a sodid
will can achieve what we're
aiming for."

U ETTES “the
safppart ol the 17N and all ats inste-
tutions for Lebanon”

He said: *We have the will to
mobilize to secure the inter-
national  communitys  suppsar
s0 Lebamon can risc again and
recover from the repercussions
of the Last years”

retterated

Accoriing 1o e |_|:|1'.'-;i||-e':||l"-.
mextia  oflice, Aoun  “tackbed
[sracls buming of coltivated
lands in southern Lebanon.”

He called on “the UN, namely
(e Food and Apriciiliure Orsin-
ziion, o help [Armers restore
their lamds and make them
Investment-ready”

Aoun also urged the UN to
“help secure the return of the
Syrian refugees to their country

since the poditical and =ecanty
reasons for their asvium are no
loneer valid™

Fodlowing Tl
Criblerres salck = T Was an opporii-
nity to express our soldlanty with
the people of Lebanon who heive
siiffered =0 much and our Wodal
support to the president and the
future povernment.”

He added: “Now, it will be
possible 1o

N Lirg,

consolidate the
Lehanese jnsfitulions, and 18 will
be possihle to create the condi-
tions for the Lebanese siate Lo
protect its citizens fully.

“With the
the Israchi forces and with the
presence of the Lebanese armyy in
the whole of the Lebanese teryi-
1ory, i will atsn b possile 1o
open 4 new chapter of peace.”

Croterres saids *T know that the
Lebanese are dynamic, resilient
and courageots

“And 1 know that reconsimac-
tion bBegins as soon as a confhct
cnds

“T wanl o express our (olal
suppemt and oor will 1o fully
morhilize the intermational
community to provide Lebanon

withdrawal of

with all the support for what we
belicve will be a speedy recovery
of this country, making it agnin
the center of the Middle East ™

Crulerres visitedd Frime
Minister-desipnate Nawaf Salam
at his resddéence,

Aler the meechng,
retferated the UNS “full supgort
for the ongoing process in
Lebamon, where the country
has witnessed the election of a

Gulertes

|t |I|'l:'!'-i!l|l'||[ iII'|I| d FIE'S |'l|'|[|||'
mimister fasked wath forming a
ETACTTIERCTL.

"New oppsoriuniiies are
emerging for Lebanon with the
competion of the ceasefire agree
mend, the withdrawal of Israel
Torces, and the Lebanese armed
Torces assuming (ull responsitil-
ties entrusted to them,™ he said,

"We are conwvineed | this
development will represent an
extraordinary qualitative keap for
Lehanaon,

"The UN fully supports the
president and  the  Lebanesc
eovermment in mobilizineg  the
mntermational community 1o
provide comprehensive support
for Lebanon, which must regain

r
24
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its status as a pivolal center in the
Middle East.”

Salam =aid that he relied on the
secretary-general  “to mohllize
diplomatic support o ensure
the lsraehs’ withdrawal on the
scheduled dav and to rally efforis

for the reconstructon oonfer-
cnoe memtioned by French
Prespdent Emmanuel Macron

during his visit © Lebanon on
Friday, which will he held soon.”

salam “Wilh 1=
changing sttuation In Syna, we
need (o begin preparations with
the UN for the safe and digni-
fied redurnm of Syrian refugees
in Lebanon”™

The UN chief also met Lebanese
Parliament Speaker Nahih Berri,

He confirmed e TTN"S saippsor
for Lebanon, He said that the
ETATTTITICT s ld “s00M
be formed, representing  all
Lebanese parties, and the Israeli
army must withdsw after the se
cleacdline,”

Ferris media office reporied
thait he highlighted “the neces-
sity for Isracl to adbere (o its
withdrawal from Lebanese terr
tortes that it still oocupies, under

--..-a._w"-:

s international support

Letamen s
President
Jaseph
Acun and UN

Secretary-
General Antonke

Guterres posa

for a group
phate an
Boaturday at the

presidential

palace In
Baabdn, exat

L Wz of Beirut. AFP

the terms of the agreement, and
to halt its violations and system
atic destruction of villages, fields,
agricultural lands and forests”

Meanwhile, Isracli forces
continued their violations in the
sty through incurstons  and
vulldosng operations n the
Marpeyvoun plain and the towns
of Yaroun and Mavs Al-Jabal, as
well 35 extensive operations in
Wadi Salukl and the storming of
ames west ol the town o Heoaaka

The Red Cross and  the
Lebanese army have not vel heen
abbe 1o search lor thiree peophe
targeted by an [srael drone three
days ago in the Jabal Sadana area,
pending the results of UNIFIL's
cofmmunications with thw=
[sraeli side,

The 1UN chiel emphasized
te the UNIFIL forces during a
meeting in Magoura on Friday
the importance of “ernabling
them to resume  patrols and
monitoring tasks,” stressing that
“adapting operational methods
15 crucial Tor restoring freedom
f movement and  acoess
throughout the UNIFIL opera
tional area”

DEFIANT

Israel
inlercepls
missiles fired
from Yemen

MILITIA

AFP Jerusalem

The lsraeli military said it inter-
cepled two missiles firedd Trom
Yemen on Saturday, a day before
a ceasefire s set to take effect n
war-hattered Gaza.

The military activated ar raidl

sircns In Jerusalem and parts
of central and southern Israel
ahead of the interceptions during
the day, with the first projectile

shal down in Lhe moriang

Yemens Iran-backed Houtha
rebels  claimed the morming

dttack howrs after the Israeli

military mtercepted the
InCcoming missile.
The Houthis
i speciiv
largeting the so-called Ministoy
of Defense of Israel .. using a
babligstic misslle™ in central Tsrael,
the militsa sad i a stalement.

“carried ol

military  aperation

had
ovcT

The mommg attack
iriggered  explosions
Jerusalem as the military inter-
cepted the missile, journalists
reporied,

Later,
soarthem

missile was bred fmom Yemen

sirens blared
Isracl as a

ACTOSS
il

and intercepted by the Israch air
force, the military said.

“Following the sirens thai
soiinded a short while ago in the
areas of Elat and Arava, a missile
that was launched from Yemen
was Intercepded” hefore crossing
ito Israel territory. it sad
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Siwnjay Kumar Nave Dl

India Is seelng an
Increase in travelers
heading to Sawdi Arabla,
according to a top Indian
tourism body, which also
sald there is growing
interest in the Kingdom's

heritage, especially
among en Z Indians.

Tourism s booming in Saudi
Arabia under the Vision 2030
transformation plan. In the past
few vears there has been signifi-
cant investment in the develop-
ment of destinations including
its eight UNESCO ‘Waorld
Heritage Sites, eco-mendly and
hxury resorts on the Red Sea
coistline,  and  entertainment
and speorts complexes.

The promotion for these
developments has also included
Bollywood stars, and more and
mare Indians are looking to visit
Riyvacth, Jeckdal and AlUka, rather
than Duhai — traditionally the
meost popular destination 1in the
GOC For Indian travelers.

“Earlier it was only Dubai ...
but now that trend s changmg,”
Himanshu Resari Patil, president
ol the Outbound Touwr Operators
Association of India, an ergani-
gilon  representling  over 800
ravel companies and agents,
told Arab News. “There are lots
of inguiries for Saadi Arabia,
a lot of people are going. The
top-selling destination for Sawdi
Arabia is AlUla"

AlUka, in morthwestern Saudi
Araba, is often described as
an “open-air muscum.” COme of
its most famous areas is Hegra,
a UNESCO World Heritage
site that features tomhs and
monuments from the Nabatean
civilization dating back to the 1st
century BCE

Another s Elephant Rock, a

CHANGING TREND

AlUla is top destination

as Saudi tourism
oains appeal in India

Indias outbound tourism is expected to reach 45 million travelers by 2050

{1714
1{ 'i;

Indian traveler and viogger Barkha Singh visits Allla on the invitation of the Royal Commission of AlUla. Suppled

natural rock formation in the
AlUla desert, which has become
one of the region’s most photo-
graphed natural landmarks.

Many notable Bollywood colelb:-
rities, inclhuding Shah Hukh Khan,
salman Khan, Deepika Padukone,
Ranveer Singh, and Privanka
Chopra, have visited AU, while
others, such as up-and-comers
Janhvi Rapoor and Ali Fazal, have
partnered with the local authori-
tes to promode B, increasing
the sites appeal among Gen
& travelers, which data portal
Statista refers to as the “most
travel-hungry™ generation.

"Gen £, they are more tech-
savvy, they are abways on social
media and they want to explore
unexplored places. (Theyl are
ol going Lo the routine places
where everyone else 15 moing.
they want to do something
different,” P'atil said.

—————————————

FASTFACTS

& Many notable Bollywood
celebrities, mcluding Shakh
Rukh Khan, Salman Khan,
Deapika Padukons, Ranveer
Singh, and Priyanka Chopra,
have visited AlUla

® Himanshu Kesari Patil,
prasident of the Outbound
Tour Operators Association
of India, said that there

are lots of inguiries

about the Kingdom.

India®s outbound lourism
market 15 growing, and the
Pacific Asta  Travel Associa-
tion estimates that the number
of  Imddians  tmaveling  abroad
annually will reach 45 million in
the next five years.

By then, the Ringdom expects
o welcome 7.5 milllon Indian
travelers a year, acconding to the
saudi Tounsm Authority,

“Saudi Arabia is mvesting a lod
of money in the Indian market
and I'm sure, soon, Saudi Arabia
will get more nmumbers out of
Trnclka,™ Path] sk,

“They are friendly, have great
multicultural cuwsine ...  for
the tourists its amazing,” he
continued. ©1 think, seon, with
the new developments and nesw
cities they are building, the new
huxury hotels they are building,
there s a bright future for Sandi
Arabia on the tourism side”

SLOW PROGRESS

ASEAN, China must start tackling issues
of South China Sea, says diplomat

Reuters | nngkare

The regional bloc ASEAN amd
China should make headway on
a protracted code of condwet for
the South China Sea by tackling
thorny  “milestone  issues”
mcluding 1ts scope and if 1t can
be legally binding, the Philip-
pines’ top diplomat said on
Saturday,

The South China Sea remains
a source of tension betweesn
China and neighbors the Philip-
pines, Vietham and Malayvsia,

with lies between Beljing and
L% ally Manila at their worst in
vears amid frequent confronta-
Hons that have sparked concerns
they could spiral into conflict.

The Association of South-
east Asian Nations and China
pledged in 2002 to create a code
of conduwct, but took L5 years to
start discussions and progress
haas by sloaw,

In an interview ahead of
Sunday’s meeling with |his
ASEAN counterparts on  the
Malavsian island of Langkawi,

HIGHLIGHT

The Asassclation of Southeast
Azian Mations and China
pledged in 2002 to create a
code of conduct, but took 16
years to start discussions and
progress has been slow,

Philippine Foreign  Minister
Enrigue Manalo said discus-
sions on a code were well
underway, but it was time to
start thrashing out the meatier,

irickier aspects.

“It’s time that we oy to ook
at is=ues which are, in our vicw,
essential, which have not really
been discussed in a thorough
way of even mich less negoti-
ated. These are the so-called
milestone issues,” Manalo todd
Heuters.

Those would include the
code’s scope, whether it s
legally binding and its impact on
third-party countries, he sadd,
adding the aim was to make it
effective and substantive,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Fighting detention

Impeached South
horean president
attends court

Impeached South Korean
Prestdent Yoon Stk Yeol at-
tenced court for the first time

o Sarturckay’ 1o fght & reguest by
investigators toextend his de-
Tertion as they peobe his Falled
mmartial law bacl, Thousands of
Yoon's supporters rallied ootside
the coant and scuffled with
police as they chanted support
Tor the sqspeended leader, Yoo
declimed 1o cooperate during the
initial 48 hours detectives werne
allowed to hold him. However,
thee disgraced president remmains
in custody alter Investigators re-
gpiaested a new warrant on Frday
to exiend hds detention. AFP

Inappropriate act

Croationdeputy
PM quits over
run shooting video

Croatian Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Josip Dabro, a leading mem-
ber of a natiomallst hard-right

party, resigned on Saturday
after a video surfaced of him
shaoting al random o a
moving car, “1 hereby subxmit
my irrevocable resignation,”
Dabro posted on Facebook. The
42-year-old was also spricul-
ture minister in Menkovies
government. The video, made
pubdie by the daily Jutarnji List
eartier this week, shows him
sitting in the passenger seat of
a v car, singdng o lowd
insic anad firing a pestol intao
the dark. AFP
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FOR THE TRAIN R ON THE PLANE

‘Habitats of North America’

PHIL CHADN AND 143N CAMPBELL

Whather you'ra a birder,
naturalist, sutdoor anthusiast,
or ecologist, knowing the
surrounding habitat is essential
to getting the most out of

your experiancas in the field.
This sompact, sasy-to-use
guiche provides an
unparafeled treatment
of the wonderfully
diverse habitats

of Morth America.
Incisive and up-to-
date descriptions

‘Great respect’

Meloni o

attend Trump's
inanguration

Italian Prime Minster
Giorgia Meloni will attend
Donald Trump's inauguration
as U'S president in Washington
on Jan 20, her offioe said on
Saturday. Far-right Melonl
hias positioned hersell as the
closest mainstream Euro-
pean keader to Trump and is
believed to be the only one
eoing o the swearing-in.
Foreign leaders by tradition
do not attend US inaugura-
tons but Melond sald earlier

this month she was invited — a
gesture secn by Ialian sources
as a sign of the "great respect”™
Trump has for her and Tialy.
AFP

cover the uniqus features
of sach habitat, from
geology and cimate to soil
and hydrology, Requiring
no scientific background,
“Habltats of North Amaerica”
offers guick and reliable
infarmation for

anyone who

wanis a deoper
understanding and
appreciation of the
habitats arcund
tharm.

Cable fallure
Dozens injured,
trapped in Spain
ski lift accident

A sk U collapsed at a resort in
the Spanish region of Aragon
om Saturday, injuring dozens
of people, nine of them very
seriously and eight seriously,
the reglonal governimment sabil.
Around 80 people remain
trapped, hanging in the chair-
lift at the ski resor of Astun, in
the province of Huesca, accord-
ing to state TV channel TVE
“It's like a cable has come off,
the chairs have boonced and
people have been thrown off)”
a witness told TVE. The cause
of the cable fallure remains
unknowm. The ski resort’s
management declined to
comrment. Reuters

. Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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Saudi Arabia takes a more proactive leadership role

audi Arabia has emerged as a
central player in efforts to ad-
dress some of the maost press-
ing regional ssues alfecting
Lhe Middle East, which signals
a profound shift in 1ts foreign
podicy approach,

Uecler the leadership of Ring Salman
and Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the Kingdom is no longer content
to operaie in the shadows of American
diplomacy or maintain a reactive postire,
[rsteadd, 1 s laking proactive steps Lo
redehne its role as a much-needed stabi-
lizing force in the region.

This mew approach is particularly
evident in recent engagements with
Lebanon and post-Assad Syria, with
Hivadh positioning itself as a key
gnarantor of peace and normalization, and
as a broker For regional stabdality,

One af the clearest examples of an
evoldving Saudi foreign policy is its leader
ship in Gulf states’ rapprochement with
Syriin After more than a decade of civil
Wi I|'|-e' COMRLEY Pemains |"|':||.'I_l|_|'-|'-:i :||1||

cey
Rivadh offers
a promising
lramework
for addressing
complex crises
Lhat have long
plagued the
Middle East

ORI, R TITTT
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unstabde. The fall of Bashar Assad’s regime
has given way to a new government bed

by Ahmad Al-Sharaa, which is now in full
caniral and plaving its cards very carefully,

Hecognizing the need for pragmatic
engagement with the new authorities,
saudi Arabia has spearhesded efforis to
bring Svria back into the Arab League
[odd, & move that reflects a strategic pivol
from isolation to integration.

This ghift is not without controversy.
Critics argue that reengagement with
Syria risks legitimization of a natbon sl
grappling with the aflermath of conflict
and cxternal influence. However, the
Saudi calculus is clear: The continued
isofation of Symia will do little to alleviate
the suffering of its people,

By leading the Gulf states in the process
of normalizing tkes with Damascous,
Rivadh aims to bring the reconstruction
of Syria undler the purview ol Arab states
ritther than of external powers.

The Kingdom's leadership role in this
underscores s commitment to fostering
i new regional order in which Arab states

DR, AZEEM IBRAHIM

Ov. AZBam Drnhim i s
rrecke of apecis nfbfees
i1 s Fdavpairemn bevms Bl
fiw SEratepy anad Podicy In
washngton, [k

K: @iz aadn | brakin
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take the lead in efforts to resolve their
WTL CTises,

In Lebanon, too, Sandi Arabia has
reemerged as a glgnificant plaver in the
country's political dynamics. For vears,
Rivadh distanced itzelf, frustrated by the
aisElzed Influence of Hezhaollah.

However, Lebanon's deepening political
and economic crises — exacerbated by a
prolonged presidential vacuwum that was
finally resolved this month — prompted
the Saudis to reengage. This renewed
interaction has been instrumental
m shaping the political landscape as
Lebanon elects a new president and hopes
to implement much-needed reforms.

The Saudi myvodvement has been particu-
larty evident in the form of behind-the-
seenes diplomacy intended to help baild
consensus among Lebanons fractured
political Bactions, Rivadh's inlleence was
also fedt throwegh its support for a French
inifiative to resodve the political deadlock in
the conniry, sienaling a willingness to work
collaboratively with intermational partners

While Saudil Arabia’™ renewed

engagement in Lebanon is still unlfolding,
its proactive role is already helping to
reshape the political calculus in Beirut. By
reasserting its influence, Rivadh hopes to
foster a more balanced political environ-
ment that is conducive to stability and
OO PEOyeETY.

The Kingtlom's active moles in Syria and
Lebanon are emblematic of a broader shift
in its regional strategy. Under Ring Salman
anil the cromm prince, the nation has
moved away from it historically cautlous
ancl reactive foreign policy o embrace i
modre asseriive and dynamic approach.

Thiz shift reflects haoth recogstition
of changing geopalitical realities and a
desire to position Saucdi Arabia as a leader
in the Arab world.

While challenges remain, Sandi Arabia's
haold approach offers a promising frame-
wiinrk For adidressing the complex and
mmterrelated crises that have long plagoed
the Middle East. If successful, the Saudi
leadership could pave the way for a more
stabde and prosperous region, with Kivadh
firmly at its helm.

&8
It is duaring times of

crisis that the voice
of the opposition is

needed, more than
al any other time

How a weak opposition kept Netanyahu in power

he phrase — "When the

cannons are heard, the

muses are silent. When

the cannons are sikent, the

muses are heard™ — is at-

tributed to a Soviet Culture
Ministry official and was immortalized by
Truman Capote in his non-Hetkon bodak,
“The Muses Are Heard.”™ in which he [a-
ments the fact that governments cannot be
criticized during wartime.

Irondcally, it is durtng times of crisis and
comflict that the voice of the opposition is
needed, more than at any other time, (o
scrutindze povernment activities relating to
the most acube bssees of nadional nterest,
ineluding: those of e and death, and possibly
the very survival of the country. The pressing
niced is for an opposition voice that is both
constructively critical and responsible. Over
e et Pwo vears, the Ismael opposttion has
been composed of o number of parties who
have ol covered themsclhves in glory, neither
before the Oct, 7amtacks by Hamas nor after,

There are edements within the opposition

— imcluding its head, Yair Lapid from the
Yesh Atld party, and one or two firom what
remains of the Isracli Labor Party, such
a5 Naama Lazim and Gilad Karmv — who
did set an exampde for others on hoay (o
function as a proactive opposition. They did
g0, first by strongly contesting the govern-
raenl s sl on the pations democratic
system and then by making i1 clear, until
the mtervention by incoming US President
Diomald Trump, that the povernment was
leading the country into a never-ending war
in Geaza, whether for ideological reasons or
other purposes, in order to remain in power
anl, in the case of Prime Minkster Benjamin
metanyaliu, toderall his corruption trial,
An oppositiom has the “curmbersomee" dual
task of overseeing the policies and behavior
of a povernment while establishing itselfl as a
credible alternative. For too long the appasi-
Fhoa b the Enesset, much as elsewhere
Israel socwty, allowed Lhe prime muinister
to completely control the natsonal agenda
i howw 10w conchacdecl. Tt Tedl fndo the

richi-wing, pogualisl demagogeery g,

TOBE| MEKELBERG

¥irahi Medginac g = o o elfiesan

of rriemratioral resatnns ard an
associnbes Febow OF the MENA
Frogram at Chatbhoem Houss

K: priokolberg
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which is even more venomous during times
of war, thereby enabling the government to
accuse i ol lack of patrotism, navety, being
pro-Pabestimean, ready o sk the secunty of
the country for their lofty "peacenik” ideals,
and serving forcign interests. Pushed into a
defensive stance in such clircimstances, an
opposition therefore fecls the need to react
to such smears instead of going on the attack

Members of the curvent right-wing
coalition govertmsent in Israc] operate on
the premise that if one repeats a lie often
enough, the people will end up believing
it. They have used this strategy effectively
against the opposition, not well enough (o
completely sibence in bat sufficiently well
b cow it into sell-censorship to the point
that it has become less critical and cffective
than it shoubd be in such erucial thmes,

In the nine months before the war began,
when hundreds of thousands of 1sraclis
regularly took to the streets in protest
against the judicial coup being carried ot
by the government thraugh legislation
designed o damage democratic pallars

and weaken the judiciary, one might have
expected the oppositkon in the Knesset,
i1 all jix shades, (o be at the forefont of
the: demonstrations, standing alongsice
civil society organizations Lo lead them
and shield them as police violenoe against
profesters became more prevalent.

That the povernment has et down
the country and its people hardly needs
further elaboration. But the inability of
opposition members — whether thoss
already in the Rnesset or emergent hgures
yel to be elected — to oppose the actions
of the administration is as powerful a testi-
eciny to thelr own fadlings as it is to Netan-
yahu's manipulative survival instinets.

Common wisdom has it that elections
are won from the center ground. But there
ire timees al which the electorate should
be presented with a clear, distinctive
and courageous altermative choice, and
Isracl is desperately in need of such an
apposition to restore trust and hope in the
l|-|'-e:-1|]|'. Floswever, such a museular TR ERE B
tion has yvel [o emerge,
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"Wokeism' fading as America turns new page

oclitl movemenis are strong
drivers of change, ocowrring
when people join together to
fight unfair systems, call for
egpuality and push for improve-
ments. These movements of-
ten grow ol of long-standing problems in
society and play a significant role in shap-
ing culture and politics. They are power-
Tl expressions of collective action born
from the desire to address challenges and
they have the poten-

— L p—

DALIA AL-AGQIDI

LIS cultural dominance, technological
infuwence and tradition of activism.
social movements from the 115 often gain
international traction because the lssues
they address can also be applied Lo other
Western socheties.

sSometimes, movemenis can polarize
spcieties, misrepresent nuanced issues oF
even be co-opled for agendas that deviate
from their onginal intent. Black Lives
Matter, initially established to combat

systemic racism and

tial to drive profoumd " palice brutality in
cultural and political the LTS, has nol been
change. However, these Social movemenits without its controver-
maovemenis can also can ]Hllull-l'i?.l.’! societies, sies. While 1t brought
spark controversy, divi- crucial attention to
SHOMN OF CONSEQUEeTIOes, misrepresent nuanced i=sties of racial injus-
While many Issues or even be tice, some factions
maoyements are co-opled for agendas within the movement
! : | Titi-
il hatdeviatefrom Il
impact, not all social M“"ﬁl"ﬂl intent divisive rhetoric or
maovemenis are inker- exacerbating tensions

ently positive. Some may advance divisive
ileadogries or il toachieve thelr intended
goals, highlighting the complexity of
collective activism.

The US has long been a cradle for sxech

mavemenis, serving as a focal point for
both insplrational and contentious catses.
Among the many movements that have
emerged from the 175, Black Lives Matter
andl Me Too illustrate this dual nature,
The glohal impact of American social
movements can be attributed to the

hy has North Africa,
with its compiliex his-
oy amd fragile po-
litical fabric, turmed
o the scaperoating
of refisees and m-
grants amid s own crises? This trencd, Tar

from betng anisolated occurrendce, s par of

a broader, more alarming phenome non in
which the sub-region has been transformed
into & veritable crossroads for sub-Saharan

during protesis, Additionally, allega-
tions of fraud and hnanctal mismanage-
ment among its leadership have raised
guestions about the movement's trans-
parency and accountability, leading o
concerns about whether lis actions align
with its stated mission,

“Wokeism" is a cultural amd social
mavemnent that focuses on raksing aware-
mess aboul social injustices, especially
those connected to race, gender and
inequality. Over the past decade,

Calia &l -Aoid |5 GsBCUTvE
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frustraton toward dispdaced peoples, amnd
b ehows thiis shifl in policy amd perception
aligm with historical patterns of societal
minipulation by political elites m orisis?

Across North Afnca, the erosion of
support for refugess is more than just an
echo of the anti-immigrant sentiment
seen in other paris of the worlek: it is the
result of caloulated political mancuvermg
by regimes grappling with uncomtrollable
econmic and social distress,

African migranis attems- Attenition to systemic
ing to resch Enrope, .ii failures, from corrupdion
Meamwhile, stringent bo demmseratic erosion, is
Enropean border exter- Growing deftly redirected toward
nalization podicies have refugees as scapegoals,
pressured countries illﬂ-ﬂﬂllllgl"ﬂlll This redirection is
sasch s Tunisia to act as sentimentmakes 6 b cppees.
immigration “gatckeepers”  lomz-term solutlons  sive policies and hostile
straining thedr already seein politically pokitics that explodt pablic
limmited resources. prohibitive discontent while ignoring
Thee result is a morally ' Lhe root causes of socio-
cormosive narrative framing econoaric insgability.
these vulnerable ndividuals not as victims The economic griesances Uhat fued

seeling refuge but as convenient scapse-
goats for mternal seciocconomic and
political failures, This diversion of hlame
nat only exacerbates human suffering bt
also obfiescates systemic issues within these
North African nations,

Investigation of this trend further
urcarths decper questions: What compels
these povernments o channel pubdic
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Lhis blame gamee are palpable, The high
unemplovment rates, deterioratmg public
services, and rampant cormaption that
siphons off natonal wealth are converdently
masked by vilifyving the displaced.
However, this subterfuge does nothing to
address the underlying structural failimgs.
By shifting blame to reflugees, regimes
gidestep genuine accountability, which
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particularly afier the nabionwade protests
sparked by George Floyd's death in 2020,
ideas of diversity, equity and inclasion,
knowmn as DE], have gained significant
traction across America, These principles
have become central to many progressive
and far-lefl movements, aflen serving as
tools for political and electoral gain.

DEI advocates aimed to create fair
and inclusive environments, not only
in workplaces baut also in educational
institutbons and

rapid spread, the nation i1s now secing
a growing backlash, with many people
questioning thelr effectiveness and
questioning their impact on society,
Orver the past two vears, large compa-
nies have responded to public and
shareholder pressure by cutting back on
DEI programs. This trend began in 2024
and gained momentum in the new year.
As more organizations move away from
these practices, the era of censorship
anl icdentity-hased

public spaces, These ii podicies seems o be
pHicies CnooLrIge fading, giving nse
the active participa- The US is now seecing to new approaches
dvernt roonss,  WErowingbacklash, PR EECN
inl:'Ju;:Ij.ngj_..;mdm. | with many IH‘“IJI'E' CONIroVersy.

races, ahilities, sexual questioning these American
?LE“]:'F“”“"-‘;::“‘“ her policies’ effectiveness "““*;”’:“'"_tﬁ*f
idenity markers, T reached a pping
Many organiza- HII'[]:'I]II : l{lllll'lg' point, fading both
tions have adopted thelir impact socially and politically.
measures to bring The once -dominant
DET principles to life. idealogy has lost jts

These include bias awareness tralning,
mentorship programs for andermepre-
senied groups and transparent hiring or
promotion practices designied to create
equal opportunites

While these efforts have sparked
progress, they have also generated debate
about their effectiveness and whether
they always achieve their intended
outcomes. These policies have nod slood
the test of time in the US Despite their

stifles any impetus for substantial reformsa.
Instendd, this blame gume temds to exacer-
bate the socioeoonomic conditions it claims
to alleviate. The policies engender nod
only societal divisions but also disregrd
the inadequacies in social contracts that
promuise eoonmmic stability and progTess.
Consequently, bMaming the desperate and
vulnersble s simply a diversion that neither
resolves fundamental issues nor inspires
long-term solutions bul rather perpeta-

grip, with even Democrats now pointing
to their partys "woke” wing as a key
lactor in thelr political setbacks. The 2024
election, in which swing voters decisively
chose Donald Trump over Kamala Harris,
highlizhied the growing rejection of
identity politics and divisive narratives.
The decline of “wokeism™ marks the
dawn of a more balamced and inclu-
sivie [uture, offenng hope for healthier
paolitical and social discourse,

Refugee scapegoating is North Africa’s troubling ‘new’ trend

As the regnon’s convergent crises decpen,
recductionist perspectives that portray
refugees as Uhe soure of a nations woes
have gamed alarming trachon, creating a
hostile environment that only worsens the
Fcrmean suffering.

Tndikee typical humanitarian crises driven
by condlict or natural disasters, this is an
unnisual crisis, omne that s manufactured
through policies that aggravate rather
than alleviate hardship. These policies

ates a cycle of blame and valve the depiction of
avoidance, devaid of “ refigees not as victims
constrmetive ouioomnes. of their circumstances
The alignment with Altention o bt as burdens on the
]llH_u-rh-:ll m-en.clh-l:-srjnﬂ' systemic failures, ﬂmmmj.,d:wuu, up rents,
sociebal manipulation COnMSUMIng rescurces, and
is unmistakahle in its fromcorruptionto a0 cncien:
strategy and execution. democratic erosion, Such scapezoating not
Authorities, faced with hm redirected ondy ignores the complex
ercefon of trust in publkic reasons why people seck
institutioms and mounting toward refugees refugze but also entrenches

discontent, tap into precx:

isting biases and amplify them through state
rhetoric, the censors pen, policy shifts,
and even draconian legislation. In recent
vears, Europe's strategy of externalizing
its border enforcement respomsibilities (o
Morth Afrfcan nations resels more Usan a
meere: lognshical arrangement: it [ays bare a
growing dependence on iliiberal regimes
that foster an envircnment ripe for scape-
eoating refugees and migrants,
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systemic injustices. True
security and stability cannot be achieved
by lgmoring the root causes of migration —
wars, persccution, and cconomic collapse
— while implementing dracomian measures
that strip individueals of what little remains
al thedr dignity.

Sahbility mus=t be built upon policies

that adkdress these root causes and uphold
humamn rights, festering an environment in
whilch citizens and refugees alike can thrive.
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Nuclear power industry
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Deploving new nuclear energy
progects at scale will require global
leaders o translate pledees into action.
Amy Drake

AesisTant Sractad Al 0 Nuckar Enangy Pohlty iInCarke

120bn a year by 2030

Private sector is increasingly viewing nuclear energy as an investible energy source

Nirmual Narayanan Fiyach

Nuclear energy
development lunding
needs to double to 5120
blllion a year by 2030 to
meel the rising demand
for infrastrncture

development, according
to an analysis.

In its latest report, the Interna-
Honal Energy Agency sald that
both pubslic and private invest-
ments are needed (o meet the

rising fnancial neecds i the
seclor.

According to the analysis,
ensuring the  predictability
of future cash flows is kev to : : pr SRR ey j
bringing down financing costs SRS -'l'm‘...f,'{."r{‘-'
and attracting private capltal to i = g e, ks .

the nuclear sector il

The analvsis from [EA comes
at a time when countnes such
as Saudi Arabia are actively
t':I;rI-:lIII:'“IE.: Ways 1o FRmp up
muckear programs (o diversily
their energy mix.

“Public fanding alone will nol
be sufficient to build a new era [
for the nuclear encrey seclor. ESS 8- o
Private Ainancing will b needed :
o scale up investments” said
[EA,

[1 acldest: “The private seclor
15 increasingly viewing nuckear
eneTEy as an inveslible cnergy
source  with the promise of
firm, competitive, clean power
that can serve energy-intensive
aperations 24,/7"

TEA sugpested that a supportive
megulatory framework  that
increases  visihility, mcluding
limiting liabilities, is crucial for
debt financing in the nockear
enerey sector, a5 financial instl-
tutions lend based on reliable
futwre cash How expectations

“Long-term  power purchase
agreements can also be under-
wrillen by large consumers, swho
can lock in future supplies of
eleciricity at average cost, These

addition to povernment-backed
initiatives — 15 critical to accel-
erate nuclear energy deplovment
at scale. Leaders in the nuclear
energy industry must continue to
engage with banks and financial
insttutions 1o mobihze captal
b support anticipated levels of

arrangements can  also  open
the deor o proven commercial *@
financing  instruments, such IS clear today that the
as green bonds, supporied by strong comeback for
accommodating regulations andd !lllt'f-t‘ﬂl‘t"ll-["]‘[.l;‘_l'l]lﬂl the
taxonomibes” said TEA IEA predicted
In a separate analvsis published  several years
on Jan. 15, the Atlantic Counal. an - a0 s well
American think :rmj.-: in the Aeld underway,
n-.l |.I'IlI!'l'I!.IiI|5:II.II!I.i1| il.|'|.a'llr-"-. e hoed wiith nuclear
similar views and said the COP28
goal of tripling nuclear energy set to generate
capacity is within reach, if invest- arecord level
ments are deploved in the sector  Of electricily
in an adequate manner, in 20025,
Amy Drake, assistint director  Fwtih Birel
at the Nuclear Encrgy Policy .
[nitiative with the Atlantic orEa

Council Global Energy Center
sald that tnpling nuclear energy
capacity woulkd require upwards
of $150 hillion in annual glofal
irpvestment by 20050,

“Private mvestment — In

e

mali: Ty wlowo %
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growth,” said Drake.

She added: “Deploving mew
nicheatr energy prajects al scale
will require global leaders to
iranslate pledges nfo  action.
Muliilateral ENZASEICTI,
backing from  the financial
gsecior, aml |‘r|:|:|-'-i|| frmm  new
customers could deliver major
wins for nuclear energy.”

IEA forecasts record
nuclear energy
generation in 2025
According to  the report,
electricily  generated  ufing
b nuclear power is expecied 1o
reach unprecedented levels
this wvear, accounting for
early 10 percent of glodal
production — with a further
63 nuclear reactors currently
umder constriction.

“IN's clear today that the
stromg  comehack for
nuclear encrgy that
the I[EA predicied
several  years  ago
15 well  undersway,
with nuoclear set lo
prnerate a  recond
level of electricity
i 2025, sarl Fatih

The renewed momentum behind
nuchear energy has the potontial
to open a new ara for the secure
mryd s PeOWAEF SOUFCE A8
demand for eloctricity grows
strongly around the world. 554

Birol, executive direcior of TEA.
He added: “In addition 1o
this, more than 70 gizawatis of
new nuckear capacity s under
construction globally, one of the
highest levels in the last 30 vears,
amnd more than 40 countries
arcund the world have plans to
expand nuclear's robe in their

FRETEY syglems.”

Ushering a new era in
nuclear energy sector
The energy think tank said that
renewed  momentum  behind
nuckear energy has the pofen-
tial to open a new era for the
SECUFT :||:||| |']|.-'.:-|:|| POWer soaiice
as demand for electnoly grows
sirongly around the world.

The apency added that the
nuckear energy sector is showing
a  Tresh  Ipsetis
driven by new policies, progects,
investments and technologcal
addvances, spch as srmall modular

reaclhors,

afl  growth

&
LT R
LR | il

1 4. 1

“SMHs m  particular offer
exciting  growth potential
However, governments —and
industry must stll  overcome

somme significant hurdles on the
path to a new era for nuclear
cnergy, starting with delivering
new projects on time amd on
budget — but also in terms of
financing and supply chains”
adlded Hiral.

1IEA highlighted that SMHs
can dramatically cut the overall
mvestmenl costs of individuoal
progects fo levels similar to
those of large rencwable energy
prijects such as offshore wind
anc large hyedro, which makes
projects risky lor
commercial lenders

Ansther major positive factor
that could drive the growth of

s bz

SMHEs 1= thelr modidlar Gesign
which will significantly ol
constrection times, with projects
expected to reach cash fow
break-even up to 1O years carlier
than for large reactors.

“The sirong credit rating of
the technology plavers behind
dati centers can also fcilitale
financmg for SMR projects
targeting this sector,” added the
ENErEY AEEnCY.

Last vear, some of the workds
bargest tech lrms anpounced hig
commitments to mvest in nuclear

CNergy progecis, mcluding
g reemenls ek gy Criiigle

and Kairos Power, Amazon and
Xeenergy, and Microsoft and
Constellation Energy.

Atlantie Cooncil  sald  that
partnerships bBetween so-called
Big Tech and reactor oompa-
nics miarked =some of the most
privmising developments toward
estahlishing dermand at scale.

“The paartnerships b Jue-
trate the potential for financial
mechanisms, such as  power
|:I|:|I"-|"I!|:|:-.r' AFreements, o =ik
mvestments m novel projecs
Using thest developmenis as
a blueprint, nuclear energy
privviders should work closely
with  other  energy-infensive
sectors, sich as heavy manulac-
turing, as demand for clean
clectricity surges  worldwide,”
sadcl Diraloe.

IEA also highlighted the impor-
tance of the povernment's role in
strengthening the nuclear energy
sector, which includes providing
incentives  and public fnance
The report addded that this power
source can provide services and
scale that are difficult to repli-
cate with other low-emissions
techilogies,

“Taking advantaze of this
opportunity  requires a  broad

approachh frmom povernments,
CNCOMpassing robisl and
diverse supply chains, a skilled
wiorkforce, support for innova-
thon, de-risking  mechanisns
for investment as well as direc
financial support, and effective
and transparent nuclear safety
rezulations, alongside provisions
for decormmissioning and wasie
management,” the [EA report
addded.

The analysis also highlighted
the demographic and geographic
disinbution of nuclear power
plants globally, with most of
the existing nuclear power fleet
today being in advanced econo-
mies, but many of those plants
were buill decades ago,

IEA added that the global map
for nuclear energy s changing.
with the mapority of projects
under constrection in China,
which is on course o overtale
both the US and Europe in
resdalled capacity
By 20050

e lear
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Cement sales In Saudl
Arablia saw an annual
increase of 12,535 percent
In the fourth quarter

of 2024, reaching 14.87
million tonnes, according
to recent data.

Flgures released by Al-Yaunama
Cement showed this  srowth
was primarily driven by sirong
domestic  demand, accounting
for b percent of total sales, while
expons comprised the remaining
§ percent.

For the fll vear of 2024,
cement sales exhibited a more
moderate growith of 3.67 percent,
culminatimg in a total volume of
SLLS million tonnes.

Amr Mcher, CEO aned
co-founder of cement consul-
tancy AMCo. told Arab News:
“These fgures may not fully
align with the anticipated surge
in demand rom ambitious infra-
struciure projects.”

He added: "Megapropects such
a5 NEOM, The Red Sen Project,

and FIFA World Cup-related
developments  meguire vast
guantitics af construction

malerials, the maximim antbei-
pated demand in the next 5 vears
15 78 million tonnes annoally.”
According to Nader, with
current market dynamics charac-
terkzed by oversupply, wiilization
rales are projected o remain
below 80 percent for the next
10 vears, [alling short of both
installed capacity and anticipated
maximum witlizatlon bevels,
Among the 7 Saudi cement
companies, Al-Yamama Cement
ledd the domwestic market In the

fourth quarter, capturing a 12.584
peroent share with sales of 183
million tonnes, a substantial 22
PETCenE INCReEse Vear-over-year.

Following the successful acoqui-
gtion of Hall Cement Company,
Wassim Cement Company solsdi-
fied its position as the second
largest playver in the domestic
market, caplunng an 143
pereent marlket share, equivalent
to 163 million tonnes of cement
atlers,

Yanbu Cement, and Southerm
Cement were the next Largest
players in the domestic market,
holding T percent, S50
percent, and 775 percent market
sliires, pespeciively,

Al JawT Cement demonstrated
the highest growth in domestic
wiles, achbving a 38 percent
increase to 468k tonnes during
this period, despite holding a

relatively small 338 percent
market shape.
Undted  Cemerl Pl lovwesed

closely with a 3L55 percent
annual mcrease n local sales,
reaching Gl3k tonnes. Eastern
Cemenl also expenenced sStrong
growlh, recording a 27,546 percent
increase to T23K tonnes.

In terms of cement exports,
Sancl Cement dominated  wedthy
SO0 percent of Wodal shipments,

amounting o 487k tonnes that
guarter. This hgure represents a
71 percent increase compared o
the same period of 2063,

Niajran Cement accounted For
.64 percent of exports, tolaling
25k tonnes, makmg a 2.2
pereent decline. Eastern Cement
with 520 percent share saw a G0
percent rise in exports, reaching
J2k tonnes.

saudi Arabias cement sector
plays & ocritical mole in the
Kingdoms industrial Lmdscapse,
sypgsarting a booming construc-
Hon market driven by massive
infrastructure projects under the
Viskon 2030 initlative,

Az one of the largest cetnent
producers Elobally, Sali
Arabias cement industry 1s well-
positioned o mesl the growing
deemand  spurred by develop-
ments  like NEOM, the HRed
Sea Mroject, and FIFA World
Cup-related construction.

The sector fces  signifcant
challenges, however, including
oversupply, riEing fuel cosis,
and the need for environmental
sitstainabdlity,  Despite  these
hurdles, it remains resilient due
o zovernment support  and
strong domestic demand, which
accounis for the majority of sales.

Clinker production
and sales

According o data  from
Al-Yarmama Cerent, s

cemenl  companies  peoduced
14.859 million tonnes of chinker
in the fourth quarter of 2024, a 7
percent increase from the same
guarter of 2023, and held 135,32
million tonnes of clinker stock. a
|4 percent annual rise,

Saudl Arablda also exported 115
million tonnes of clinker during
this perwed, marking a 28 percent
decline compared to the same
period of the previous year.

Clinker, a crucial intermediate
Prodinct i oement  producion,
15 commonly exporied duc o
its cost-cffectiveness. It is more
economical to ship it o other
countries for final processing
into cement than o produce the
finiskhed product and then export.

several  Bctors contribated
to the significant clinker inven-
tory bailldup observed, A key
factor according to Nader was a
mismatch between supply and
chermanad,

The expert explained that while
domestic cement sales surged,

A hizhly
competitive
market have

driven prodocers
1o maintain high

production

levels o
capiure

market share.

Amr Nader
CEC and oo-"oundar
of AT

EXPANSION

Domestic demand propels
Saudi cement sales up 12 percent

Growth was primarily driven by strong domestic demand, accounting for 96 percent of total sales

the decline In clinker exports
contributed  to A

damestic
oversupply,  This imbalance
wis further exacerbated by the
increase in clinker production,
driven in part by an oversspply
silLEALon SlETnmang (o
installed capacity consistenily
exceeding domestle demand by
mare than 30 percent,

This means theres  more
capacity o prodoce clinker
than is actually needed for the
dormestic market.

Nader added: “A  highly
competitive market has driven
prociucers o mamtain  high
proiuction  levels to  capture
markel share, and low cost Lo
meel the price pressure gener-
ated by oversupply on the local

market despite subdued expor
dermand ™

He weil on: "There
15 also  stockpiling
strategy where

comjparnies have delib-
erately bullt mvenito-

future demand spikes
from megaprogects ke
NEOM and FIFA World

nes in anticipation ol

Saudl| Arabla's coment Industry
is well-positionesd to meet the

growing demand spurred by
developments like NEQM, the Red
B Project, and FIFA World Cup-

related construction =54

Cup-related  initiatives and due
to anticipated further increase in
Tkl prices”

The  consultant  attribited
the low demand [or cement (o
infrastructure delays, stemming
from regulatory hurdles or logis-
fical challenges, which have
slowed the pace of consrsction
progects, consequently redacing
the immediate consumption of
chinker,

Managing oversupply
and rising fnel costs

The cement market is currently
facing two major challenges —
hizh inventory risks and rising
fuel prices,

According to Nader, to mitigaie
the risks associated with high
chnker inventory levels, Saudi
cement companies can  imple-
ment several strategies.

strengihening cxport channels
o emerging markets in Africa

and Asla, where clinker demaned
is growing, through compeli-
five prcing and improvesd logs-
tice can help cxpand export
foatprints.

Exploring Innovative applica-
tions for clinker, such as blending
it imto specialized cement
products for niche markets like
marie conmstrichon orF precias
sclutions, can diversify revenue
sircams.

Furthermaore, adjusting
production schedules to align
with actual demand can help
redice  unnecessary  mventory
buikdup. Finally., collaborating
with megaproject developers to
secure long-term supply agrees-
ments can stabilize  clinker
consumption and provide a more
predictable demand outlook.

According (o Nader, the rise
i fuel prices, methane, ethane,
and diesel, 15 expected to
increase production costs siznif-
cantly, especially in  energy-
intensive processes ke clinker
manulaciurmg

However, Sarnieki CEment
companies are well-positioned to
manage Lhis challenge by passing

ot Lhe added costs (o customers,

With a regulatory price cap of
SR240 (363.97) per tonne, there is
still conziderable room for price
increases before reaching the
limit, as the current market piice
remains approximately SRRSO per
tonne below the cap, he said.

This provides companies
a substantial buffer to adjus
prices  without wviolating the
cap. Additionally, Sandi Arabia's
cement sector enjoys the highest
elobal average net prafit, lurther
enhancing s resitbence o cosl
Pressures,

MNevertheless, the expert said
that despite this pricing flexi-
bality, ferce competition  and
an  oversuppliesd market may
constrain  price hikes, Compa-
nies seeking (o maintain markel
siiare coudd face challenges in
fully transferring costs, as supply
currenily outpaces demandd.

To mitigate cost pressures,
Nader sabd that Hirms may adog
strategies ke mproving encrgy
eficiency, switching o alter
native fucls like waste-derived
fuels or hiomass, and optimizing
opeTalions

Crovernment  initiatives  also
provide  suppsaort, with incen-
five programs offering up 1o
SRE0 million annually for some
manufacturers. These incentives
are designed fo assist coment
companies in adopting greencr
fechnologies, Improving energy
elhcwency, and reducing carbon
CIMISSINS,

Aceitionally, the government ks
working on lomg-term solufions
i address cnergy challenges,
such as plans for a national
natural gas pipeling to phase out
lguuiel Muels and meet the sectors
growing energy demands,

These efforts are part of Saudi
Arabia‘s broader vision to decar-
bonize heavy industries and
align with global sustainabdbity
poals under s Vision 2050
stratesy.

Cement alternatives

As  ponstmiction costs  pise,
analysts suggest that tuming 1o
supplementary cementitions
materials amd Innovative techmol-
oghes like carbon capture and
storagoe, offers a viable path for
developers secking cost-effective
anid sustainable solutions.

These alternatives not  onby
align with global sustamability
grstls bul al=o promise long-term
coonomic and  environmental
benefits. This can reduce refiance
on irsditional concorete  and
cement, which alone accoounts
for approximately eight percent
of global CO2 emissions.

However, MNader challenged
the [easibality of sEnificantly
replacing cement with alterna-
tve materials.

He emphazized that the curmend
ghobal supply of these alterna-
tives is less than hve percend
o total cement  production,
making large-scale suhstitution
impractical.,
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Palestinian-Dutoh company TAP ralsed $1 mililon in funding ked by irvest International, alongside contributions from Impoact angel investors. Suppied

Mour El-Shaer Fiyodh

Funding for startups
across the Middle East and
North Alrvica ended 2024
on an upward trajectory,
ralsing $279 million in
what was an 5 percent
rise from November,

The mvesimenl was spread
across 42 deals, yel when debt
financing wiich acoounted
[or & percent of the total — is
excluded, the amount Balls o
3156 million.

Despite the month-on-month
increase, the total sum marks
a sigmificant 76 percent drop
compared (o the same period in
2023, highlighting a challenging
enviromment for the region’s
=LAFTEIDS,

The UAE emerged] as the (op
destination  for  investments,
attracting 320 milllon across
I8 deals. A substantial portion
af this came firom ALLDS S100
midllon debi financing round

sauch startups followed with
530 million raised by 11 compa:
nies, while Bahrain secured third
place with 525 million, led by
Calo's S25 million series B round.
Bahraini startup Undipal also
closed a funding round during
Lthe month, though twe value was
unadisebosed,

Egvpt's startup ccosyvstom
experienced weak performance,
ralsing  just $2 million  across
five ranssctions.  Meanwhile,
slartups in Morooco, Jordan,
Tunisia, and Qatar collectively
rafsed S44 million, indicating
Imited [unding  activily across
these markets in December

Theweh 3.0 sectorled inoverall
[unding, but fintech emerged as
the maest Tondied area when dielit
hnancing was excluded. Fintech
startups raased S93.5 milbon

Opteam provides tools to
conatruction teams, Including

fifikl - ElFret cladahboarda,

progress monitoring systems.
and Al-powered schedube

optimization.. Suppled

STARTUP WRAP

MENA startup funding
ends year on the rise

Startups raised $279 million in what was an 8 percent rise from November

Egypt-boased

™ "YRaseedi =~

ik

BCTOSS =even deals, mdntainimg
stromgr imvestor mterest in the
oo,

Food tech ranked among the
top three funded sectors, ralsing
251 million across two ransac-
tions, with Calo accounting for
the majority of this total, Edoeca-

o ech startups also saw a

maiest  recovery, raising 56
million through fve [nding
rouds.

Investment  at |-'.'|I:|]. slages

remained a preocity lor mvestors,
seed-stape startups attracted 559
million, while pre-seed rounds
raised S7T milllon across seven
el =

S stariups in the serces A
stape raised £53 million, further
showeasing  sustained interest
i skartups Ianstonimng  [rom
early stages. Later-stage funding
activity was minimal, with Calo's
Scries B round being the only
notihle deal in this category,

Buisimess-to-consamer sartups
led funding activity, with I8
compandes  collectively  raising
S12R.4 rrkllan Meanwiile,
focuse CH

22 stariups

mlong with its
sub sédinry

Pharocs
Microfimance
S.ALE. Inan

equity deal
nimed at

expanding
firmmne lal

P Pl e
sRrvkc s
Supples

usiness-to-business solibons
ralsedl a combimed $124.6 mitlhon,
This distribution reflects a
sirong focus on conswmer-facing
inneAations, even as BZE models
continued o attract  signihcant
investment.

Funding kT
highlighted a persistent gender
gap within the MENA startup
consystem.  Startups founded
by men received 3263 million,
dCCOUnNtng for the vl FEhL Oty
oo Tarnds raksed,

In contrast, four female-bed
startups secured SE26 million,
while two startups co-founded
by bothh genders ralsed 515
million. These Agures under
soope  onpoing  challenges  in
bhrideing gender disparities in
e 1 Yenlure |.-1|;|-j[:|| i I|||'
giali i

Iciember

Raseedi acguires Kashat
to expand services for
the underbanked
Egvipil-based  fmtech  Raseeds
accpuired Rashat, along with its
subsidiary Pharos Microfinance
SAE, In an equity deal aimed
at expanding Anancial inclesion
SEIVICES,

Raseedl, founded in 2008, affery
wncherban ked users tookk 1o make
cheaper calls, recemve sivings
tips, and accrss micnsloans
without requiring a credi
history.

Foiedend, also  founded
in M8, specializes
providing  instant  small
baans to financially excluded
individuals

The ascguisition will enable
both companies 1o sciale thedr
operations  across  Alnca  and
Azia, delivering digital finan
cial solutions to  underserved
COMmmuriies.

TAP secures $1m
to empower youth
employment
Pabestiman-Dutch company TAP
raised 31 million in funding ked
by Invest Intermational in the
Netherlands, alongside contrilu-
tions from mpact angel investors,

Initially lounded i 2008 1o
create job opportunities in Gaza,
TAY has since cvolved into
a scalabde tech platform that
surppsarts local joh creation,

The Tanding will be deployed
o strengthen TAPs impact in
Pabestine, Jordan, and Lebanon,

while alsa enabling the launch of

its next-generation  Al-powened
platform in early 2025

The platform will focus on
providing mentorship netwaorks,
personalized coaching, and oods
i help young peopls secure
meaninghul employment wwithout
needing to migrate.

TAP previowsly raised S1million
in October 2023 n a seed round
led by Wamda Capiial, with
participation  from  the World
Bank and other angel investors,

Opteam raises pre-seed
round to enhance con-
struction tech solutions
VAE-bssedd constrection
fechnology startup Opdeam
raised an undisclosed pre-seed
funding round led by Plus Vi,
with participation from  Dar
YVentures, SIAC Ventures, and
Oraseya Capital.

Founded n
provicles
on teams, including real-ume
dashboards, progress mondtoring
sVELEmIS, Akl Al-powered
schedube optimization.

The Tunding
expand Opleam’s Team, ||:'t,'|;5-e'u
its Al capabilities, and strengthen
its merket presence o the UAE
ancl Savchl Arabea

2002100,
fosls 10
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China's economy grew 5 per-
cent last yvear, matching the
povernment’s target, but in a
lopsided fashion, with many
people complaining of wors-
ening hiving standarcs.

The mbalance raises con-
cerns that strectural problems
may deepen in X5

December data showed
inlustrial castpast far oulpacing
retadl sakes, and the unem-
plovment rate ticking higher,
highlizhiing the supply-side
strength of an economy rin-
ning a trillion-dollar trade
surping, but also its domestic
weakness. Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

In 2023, mot sales of

biotech compuny Clagan
atood ot §1.9 billlon

Boueews SNl

Victnamese eleciric vehicle
maker VinFast will enter the
Inddian market with teo pre-
mium electric SUVs, taking on
homegrowm Fival Makdndrs

& Mahindra and China’s BYT),
which already has a presence
in the world's third-largest car
nuarket.

VinFast unvetled its VFA
and VF7? SUTVs ai tha Tnckiz
Aulto Show in New Delhi, as
it hopes Lo draw banyers [o its
EVs and contribate (o India's
groals of eliminating carbon
eImissions on a net basis, sakd
Fham Sanh Chau, VinFast's
Axia CEO. Reuters
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

H Is for Hope

ELIZAHBETH KOLEERT

In *H I for Hepa," Elizabath
Kolbert invastigates the
landscape of
climate change

for the Colorada River Basin,
ths En:l-unl:i raro for olmmiate

change in the US. Along the

— from “A°,

for Svante
Arrhemius, who
created the
waorld's first
alimate model

in 1894, 1o "L,

N way she looks at
—r T E Greta Thurnburg's
. “blah blah blah®

speach (*B”), and
struggles with the

15 POy HOMe deep uncertainty of

= tha future of olimake
. change ("U7).

Praferential pricing
US sues Pepsi
over Walmart
disconunts

The LIS Federal Trade Com
mission saed PepsiCo, on
Frichay for offering preferen-
tial pricing (o a large retailer,
whom a source confirmed
was Walmart. The practices
fed high consumer prices by
placing at a disadvantage other
relnbers, o |:|||j_"-|' FTOCEr
chains to mndependent conve-
nience stores, the FTC said.

“PepsiCio strongElhy dispiles
the FTCs allegatvons, and the
partisan manmer in which the
suit was filed,” the company
e,

The lawsidt alleges the sofl
clrink manulacturer violated
the Robinson-Patman Act, a
law that went Largely unen-
forced for decades. Reuters

Developing economias

Nigeria admitted
as BRICS partner

couniry

Miperia has been admitted as a
“pariner couniry™ of the BRICS
hloe of developing ecomamibes,
according 1o Brazil, the groups
chair,

BRICS was formed by Brazil,
Hussia, [ndia and China in
20008, with South Africa added
iy 20K

Last vear, the bloc added
[ran, FEgypd, Ethiopda and the
Unitedd Arab Emirates. Turkive,
Arerbajjan and Malaysia have
formally applied to become
members, and a few others
have expressed interest,

Migeria becomes the ninth
BRICS partner country, jodning
Helamus, Bolivia, Cuba, EKa-
zakhstan. Malavsin, Thailand,
Uganda, and Uzbekistan, AP

o Faollow Arab NMews Briefs all through the day BlrabNews



i1
L

We are honored (o collaborate with
Ridana, led by a vision to enhance the
services offered to pilgrims, in line
with Saudi Vision 20350,

Miudid bin Saad Al-Arif

Snoersman nnd Wice Prasioant of SAorketing at Em

20
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CREATIVE CONTENT

Hilton-STA campaign spotlights
Saudi Arabia’s must-visit hotspots

Hilton amcl the Sapdi Tourism
Authority  have partnersd (o
showease  the  diverse  travel
expeTicnees tounsts can cipoy
im Saudi Arabia through an
engaging  creative  condent
T RELET.

In a first-of-its-kind collabor-
tion, short films and photos have
been  creatively  produced Lo
promote Kiyadh, Jeddah, AlUla,
Makkah and Madinah. These
captivaling wvisuals transport
viewers todiscover the country's
distinctive  destinations, The
campaign budlds on last years
suceessiul parinership betwesn
the two entitics, in which they
created  engaging seasonal
coattent for viewers, amnd s now
belng rodbed out internationally,
Including across the Micdle East,
Sonth Afnca, the UR, Germany,
[taly, France, Malaysia, and
[nddomesia,

The announcemeni  follows
the signing of a memorandum of
understanding hetween Hilton
and STA In 2023 o explore
COOpera o o tnities
to promofe Sawdi Arakia and
attract visitors to the Kingdom,
in line with Vision 2030, It also
comes asx Flilton confinues (s
plans o more than gquadrple
its presence with over 70 hotels
undler development — adding
mare. than 18000 kevs o fls
growing portfolio, mitroducing
more of it award-winning
brands, and creating over 15,000
jobe for hoapiiality professionals
across Uhe Kingdom — with more
tham half of new hires being
Saudi nationals.

The content serves as a
window that immerses visitors
in Sawdi experiences before
their arrival. It brings to life the
Fingdom's must-visit  hotspsots

and dives into the heart of s

The campalgn promotes Riyadh,
Jeddoh, AllHo, Mokkohn mnd

Maodinah through croatively
produced short films and photos,

encouraging viewers to discover
the country's varlous destinations.

welcoming cifies, From the spirt-
Tual =ignihcance of i holy cities,
and highlighting the histoncal
treasures of Dirivah, to revelling
in the beauty of ancient oases
and the shunning topography
of the country, the campaign
covers it all.

It Invites visitors [0 experience
the very best ol Sauch Arabia wath

Hilton, highlighting the global
hospdtality liels
gcriss  (he country including
Waldorf Astoria Jeddah — Qasr
Al-Sharg, Hilton Rivadh Hotel
and Residences and Concad
Makkah, and demonsirating
the exceptional hospitality and
comfort that Hilton guests can
expect.

Hilton currently operates 21
hotels in the Kingdom including
the recently opened Hilton
Rivadh Olaya and The Hotel
Galleria Jeddah, Curlo Collection

by Hilton, The global hospitality

COHpany's

EACKGROUND

Hilton is committed to

expanding its presence in Saudi

Arabia with plans to grow its
footprint to exceed 100 hotels
in the coming years.

company I8 committed o
expanding s presence in Saudi
Aratma with plans to grow its
footprint (o excoed 100 hotels
in the coming years. lis devel
opment pipeline includes the
recenily signed agreement with
Dan Company. i Pubiic Inviest-
ment Fund company, o open
three resoris in Al-Ahsa: an
areement with Rua Al-Madhinah
Holding to open three proper-
tics at Rua Al-Madinah; and a
partnership with Talha Invesi-
ments o launch the first Waldor!
Astoria in Madinah.

JOINT COOPERATION

Elm, Kidana ink deal to

drive digital transformation
of holy sites

Ebm, a dligital
sodiitions, signed an Mol with
Ricdana Development Company, a
major developer of the holy sites
that is wholly cwned by the Royal
Commission for Maklah City and
Holy Siles, The agreement will
bolster jant efforts m the devel-
opment and operation of digital
platforms, as well as deliver
consulting services and promote
digitization in the holy sites It
will also facilitate inspection
and field supervision services to
ensure the highest stindards of
cuality and effickency.

The Mol was =sgned by
Mohammad Abdulaziz Alomair,
CED of Elm, and Majed Ahrmed
Al-Shangitl,
president of human capital and
shared services at Ridana, in the
[reEsenceE il Key ofliceads  [Rorm
both orgamzatnons

plomeer in

EReCine Vi

hoth
their
efforts to achieve mubwal poals
in arcas of shared experisc
while leveraging Elm's electronic
sllutions, technolosical aystems,
and consalting services 1o drive
the digital translormation of the
holy sites.

Majid bin Saad Al-Arnifi, official
spokesman and vice presidend
of marketing at Elm, =aid: "We
are honored to collaborate with
Rickana, led by a viskon toenhance
e services ofered (o pllgrims of
Umrah, in lme with the ohjec-
tives of Saudl Yistonm 2030, The
collaboration will enable us to
develop a range of electronic
platforms amnd enhance the diglial
infrastructure wile offering
specilized consultancy services
anel complete support in the Held
of cliggital transformation.”

As part of the
entites  will

Mo,
roorckinnie

INTERNATIONAL REAGH

Bigo Live celebrates global
creators at Dubai gala

Bigo Live, a ghobal social lve
strearming  platform, hosted s
first BIGO MENA Gala on Jan
O at Atlantis, The Palm, Duohbai
The event brought tosether top
content  creators,  influential
wsers, amd Blgo “Family™ groups
from across the globe, remforcing
the platform’s commitment to
fostering  real-time  connections
and cross-cultural exchange,

The gala recognized standowd
creators with prestisiouns awards,
inchuding gold-plated  IPhone 16
Prer Max devices, standard iPhwone
IG5 Pro Max models, and other
prizes. Honorees  represented
diverse regions, inclueding  the
MEMA, Russia, Turkive, the Philip-
pines, Pakistan, Indossesda, Franoe,
and Thailand, demonstrating the:
platiorm’s intermational reach and
inclesive commmuenity. The awards
cedehrated mnovation, creativaty,

Tha gaia recopnired standout
croators with prestiglous awards.

ancd the ability of creators 1o
PR dive s aucdienoes,
hghlighting the  signibhcand
contributions they make to the
Bigo Live coosystem.

“The BIGO MENA :ala 2025
underseores the rermarkable
aCluevements of or  creators
and wsers who make Bigo Live
a dynamic space for meaningful
imteractions” sawl Ian  Gah,

director at BIGO Technalogy.
“Thiz evenl celehiates the glohal
collaboraton and mnbovabion
that have driven our growth and
sirengthened our coommaundty.”

The event featured captivating
performances  from
artists, inclheding Eman Abculazis
and Hwaida Yousef, along=ide
oither imternational talent. These
performances  showcased  the
platforms  ability to connect
communitics  through  shared
cultural experiences and enter-
Lalnyrment,
Beipo Live’s global meach,

The event was supported by
Coda, a key pariner in the MENA
regiorl. This strategic parinership
underscores a shared  enmmii-
ment to devedoping and advancing
digital plathorms that empower
sers [0 create and connect on @
ghobal scale

arckarmesl

further emphasizing

Corporate
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Trade Ties

Bahrain Chamber
hosts India's
FICCI delegation

Chadrman of the Bahrin
Chamiber Sameer Nass
welcomed on Jan. 15 at the
chambsers headoguarters an
Indian business delegation
spearheaded by Presadent
ol the Federabon of Indian
Chambers of Commeroe and
Indusiry Girish Luthra. The
meeting was attenided by Sec-
onid Vice-Chairman Moham
me] Al-Hooheji and Board
Member Yossf Salahoddin,
[hiring: the meeling, Nass
highlizghted the longstanding
refationship between Bahrain
and India, noding the trade
valume between both friendly
counires, which surmassed
L1 ballon i 2005,

Trade Show
F2D Medical to

debut Thermodiag
at Arab Health

French company F2D Medi-
cal has announced its partici-
parthon in Arsh Health 2025,
the Midclle East's premier
healtheare event runmning
Froim Jan. 27 Loy ),

The event oflers a unioe
opportunity to cnegage
with F2I Medical experts
supparted by itz exclusive
desiribaior Datavitalls, and
explore how their advanced
technology 1s redefining
paticnt care.

Healthcare professionals
and visitors will discover
F2D Medical’s Thermodiag,
an innovative breakthrough
i medical monitoring, a
Zanbee| Hall 2, Stand Z2D10.

Pramium Tourlasm

Visit Qatar hosts
Arabia Luxury

Travel Show

Visit Qatar hosted the Arabia
Luxury Travel show for the
Arst time in Doha, which ran
Frorm Jan., 12 1o 15, Designed 1o
strengthen Gatar's position
as a leading luxury destina
tiom in the Middie East, the
event welcomed maore than
B0 fuxury tour opserabors
and meelings, incenbves,
conferences amd exhibitions
agents lrom ey markes,
mcluwding Russia, Betames,
Razakhstan, Ukraine, Uzbeki-
gtam, Azerbajjan, Armenia,
reorEian, Moddova, and the
Bialibe States

More than 50 holels,
destination management
comparics, and tourism
hoards from across the
region inclading Sawdi Ara-
bia, Qatar, the UAE, Oman,
Jordan, Turkive and the
Inclian Ocean parthcipated in
L evenl,



Raducanu on Saturday to sweep inta

kga Swintek demaolished Emmo

the Inst 16 of the Australian Open.

AFP Hewoanlles

Justin Kinlvert’s
siunning hat trick
snapped Neweastle's
winning streak in style as
Hournemonth stormed
Into the Premier League's
top six with a 4-1 win at S1.
James' Park on Saturday.

The Magpies were looking to set 3
club record with a 10th conseca-
tve wvictory in all competitions
bt were thoroughly outplayved by
the Cherries, who are themsehves
now on an lFgame unbeaten
streak.

Kluwivert, som of former
Newcasthe siriker Fatrick
Flulvert, was the star of the show
before Milos Rerkez fired in a
fourth in stoppage time.

Defeat leaves Neweastle still
in fourth but now juast one podnt
clear of Boumemouth in the
race for a place in next season’s
Champlons League.

Alewander Isaks  hopes  of
matching the Premier League
record sconng streak also came to
an end on a humbling afternoon
fior the Magpics.

The Swedish striker had struck
in eight consecutive games, bt
wias harely given asniffof a chance
by a brlllamt  Bournemoutl
dhisplay,

Andoni Imcla’s men flew out of
the traps and never let up to move
abowve  defending champions
Manchesier Cliy in the table,

The visitors should have led
inside four minutes when Dango
Cuattaras shot was saved by
Martin Dubravka and Antoine

ARAB NEWS sunday, January 14, 20025
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PREMIER LEAGUE

uivert hat trick helps
Bournemouth beat Newcastle

Crystal Palace sign promising teenage talent Romain Esse from Millwall

semenyo  biasted the rebound
CVET.

Bouwrnemouth had to  wail
just 2 minutes moge 1o take the
lead when Semenvo's cul-back
wits swepd mio the far cormer by
Fluivert.

Neweastle were shellshocked in

Kluvert, son of former Newcastie
striker Patrick Klulvert, was

tha star of the show bafore
Millcs Kerkez fired In o Tourth in

wtoppage tme, Foutons

the carly stapes but looked to have
restored some order when Bruno
Cruimaraes headed in Lewis Halls
COITIET.

Yed the home side headed in
at half time behind once mose
after another classy finish from
Kluivert to turn in Cuatiara's pass.

separately, Crystal  Palace
slgmed promising teenage talent
Romain Esse from neighboring
Championship outfit Milbwvall on
sSaturday.

The 18-vear-old had scored five
fimes in 26 appearances for the
Lions this season and joins on
d five-and-a-hall year deal for a
reportcd LE2m (515 million), rising
fo £15.5m with add-ons.

However, Esse was not regs
tered intime to face West Ham on
saturday.

Palace chalrman Seve Parish
sadcl: “Homain is the type of plaver
who gets crowds of thetr seats —
the type of player long associated

HIGHLIGHT

Dafeat leaves Newcastie still
in fourth but now just one
point clear of Bournemouth
im the race for a place in next
geason’s Champions League.

with South London and Crystal
Palace — and everyone at the club
15 |looking forward to watching
him shime on the pitch, and fulfill
his exciting potential ”

The Eagles, whose Sellnrsi
Park ground is only 8 miles from
Millwalls Den, have made a habid
of picking up young stars from
the seeconid Ber in recend yvears,

Eberechi Exe amd Adam
Wharton have developed into
England internationals at Selhurs
Park after moving from QPR and
Blackbuirn respectively,

Palace sit 1%th in the Premier
League, eight points above the
relegation.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Sinner gets back to 4th round; Swiatek beats Raducanu

AP LAplnourra

Defending  champion  Janmik
sinmer beat 46th-ranked Marcos
Giron of the US 6-3, 64, &-2
aft the Australian Open  on
Saturday, reaching the fourth
round at Melbourne Park for the
fourth timee,

Sinner stretched his unbeaten
run o 17 matches, dating to
last season. He had an eventful
2024, claiming his first two
Grand Slam titles, reaching No,
1 in the ATP rankings for the
first time — and going through a
doping case that is still not quite
resilved, because the Warld
Anti-Doping  Agency  appéealed
his cxoneration.

The 2%-year-old Ialians next
opponent in Australia will bhe
MNiw, 13 Holger Rune, who beat
Miomir Recmanovic &-7 (31, 6-3,
$-03, 6-4, 6-4.

After climinating Giron, who
was trying to get to the fourth
round of a major for the first
time, Sinner was crtical of
himself, pointing specifically
0 his 18-0f-24 success pate on
points when he moved forwanl,

“The percentage of my net
game was nol really good”
Samner sand with a chuckle.

"For sure, if 1 wani to go
on in this tournament, 1 have
o improve,” he added. 5o
hopefully in the next round, [
able to raise my level”

In women's singles, every-
thing came so easily lor Iga
swialek dunng a 61, &0
victory over Emma Raducanu
on Saturday in the only Ausira-
lian Open wornen's third-round
match belween two past Grand
Slam champions — If you
thought that meant it woukld be
close, voud have been rather
wrong — that this was how she
described it

“I fell like the ball" Swiatek
sabd, “is listening 1o me.”

Loud  and Asked 1o
explain that sensation, Swiatek
pul her two index ingers a few
inches apart and said, “It's just
being able to alm for this kind
of space” Then she spread her
palms more than a foot apart to
shiow that's the margin for error
on ether davs.

The dilference, she said,

¢lear,

dannlk Sinner stretched his
unbeaten run to 1T matches,
dating to last season. Heuters

comes down o “being more
precise and actually knowing
where the ball is poing to go,
seeing the effects that vou want
it 1"

When Lhe live-time majpor
champion and former long-time
Now l-ranked woman — now No.
2, behind Aryna Sabalenka — is

at the height of her powers, as
ghe sure has secemed to be in
Week | at Melboarne Park, it is
hard for anvone o slow Swinlek
e,

The heavy-spinning. high-

bouncing  forchands. The
squeaky-sneaker scrambling (o
gel 1o every shot, The terrific
refurning. And so an.

Later Saturday, No. 4 Tavior
Fritz, the rmunner-up al last
vear's US Open, became the

highest-seeded man to leave the
bracket, defeated by 38-year-old
Grael Monhls 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (1), 6-4
Marfils joined Roger Federer as
the only men 38 or older to get o
the fourth mound in Melbourme
since the ficld expanded to 128
players in 1954,

At the other end of the age
speciruim, i palrof voung Califor-
nians who have been pals for a
while and trained together in
thi offseason — Learner Tien, 19,
and Alex Michelsen, 200 — eamed
debits in the fourth round at a
majar. Ben Shelton, who is 23,
won, oo Noo 1 Jannik Sinncr,
however, eliminated Amserican
Marcos Giron 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 and
will next face No. 13 Holger Bune,
who beat Miomir Kecmanowvic
67 13, 6-3, #-6, G-, G-%.

Tien, a qualifier ranked 121st,
followed up his surprsing win
pEninst No. 5 Daniil Medvedevin
a five-setter that ended at 3 am.
on Friday with a 7-6 (101, -3, 6-3
Victory over Corentin  Moute
of France, Michelsen, who is
ranked $Znd, overwhelmed No.
18 =eed Karen Khachanoy of
Russia 6-3, 7-6G (5, 6-1.

Sport
Briefs
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Golf
Daniel Hillier
holds narrow
Dubai lead

Mew Zealand’s Dandel Hillier
birchied has last two holes

o edge ahead by one shot
going into the final roumd of
the Dmaban Desert Classic on
Saturday, while Rory Mcllroy
movedd Lo within seven
strodes of the lead.

Al the Majlis course of Enir-
ates Goll Chaly, Hillier engoved
a three-shot lead midway
through the back nine as
ewirting wind made for tongh
scoring conditions.

However, the world Mo
225 made three successive

bogevs from the 1 1o 15th
hosies o open e coors for his
rivals before the sirong finish
took him to E-under par 200

AEETEEAle.

French football

P’SGsign
Napoli forward
hyvaratshkhelia

Georgia winger Khvicha
hvaratskhelia completed a
miove to Paris Saint-Germain
Fromm [talian league leaders
mapofl, the French clampd-
s announced,

“Paris Saint-Germain is
pleased to announce the
signinge of Khvicha Evar-
atskhedin. The 23-vear-olkd
winger, who will wear
number seven, hecormes the
first Georglan plaver in the
club's history,” saud a PSG
statemeni.

Mo transfer foc was
revealed buat media reporis
i1 Franoe saicd the Parlsians
worrld pay 70 millkon (£72m),
not including potential bo-
nuses, for the plaver. AFP

NBA

Butler returns
after suspension
but Heat lose

Jimmy Butler retiormed for
Miami alfer serving a seven-
game in-house suspension
but was powerless to prevent
the Heat from shimping to

a 133-113 loss Lo the Denver
MNuggets.

Nikioda Jokic bagmed his 17th
tripale-choulde of the season,
hnishing with 24 points, 12
rebsunds and 10 assists ma
comfortable victory for the
2023 NBEA champions. AFP

Follow Arab News
Briefs all through the
day @ ArabMNews
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Coldplay has partnered with
indian billionadre Mukesh Ambani’'s
broadcast venture to ivestream one
af s two upcoming Ahmedabad
conoerts on DHsney+ Hotstar, indin's

mast popalar strenming app.

TheSix

Timeless designs

These six Middle Eastern jewelry
brandds offer a diverse range of
styles and craftsmanshijp.

-

§

N i
%

L

APOA

The Sauds brancl, *mgected with
strong Sandi DNAL" draws inspira-
Hoa from culture, architecture,
nature and travel. It won the
jewelry citegory prize af the 2024
Fashion Trust Arabia Awards.

(Ma

Founded by Sawdi influencer
and entrepreneur Hala Abdullah,
Ofa offers contemporary jewelry

featuring minimalist desigms,
inchuding versatile pleces such as
earvings, necklces and fngs for

Evervilay wear

:“ﬂ;
¥

Malath Gallery Designs

This Bahraini brand, known for
creating wearable art, stands out
with its text-inscribed desipns
inspired by Islumic patterns,
Euaranic verses and poetry,

Tharwa L’Atlelier

Tharwa L'Atelier is a Lebanese
fine jewedry brand offering godd
at] diamoasd preces that biend
Ermeeless craflsmanship with
modern design,

Myne the Label

Co-founcded by Lebanese
infeencer Mava Alhmel, e brand
offers jewelry and body accessores
that are desigmed with gem stones,

roareh crysials and zodiac sims.

Fabula Jewels

The Dubsal-based brancd specializes
in castomizabbe fiawe jeswelry,
offering intrcate designes such as
namc nircklaces, birthstone rings
iiwdl stackabde paeces
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CLOSE UP

Simi and Haze Khadra

donate SimiHaze Beauty
sales to LA fire victims

Arab Mews Dbl

US Palestinian beautly
entrepreneurs Simi and
Haze Khadra, the twin
lfounders of SimiHaze
Beauly, are stepping up
to support those in need
In thelr Los Angeles
community.

This week, the duo announced
that 100D percent of all sales gener-
ited thiough therr beauty brind
will b donated to akd displaced
Black and Latino families affected
by the recent LA fires.

The contributions will
ket clirected to individual
GoFund Me campalens for
Famiblies whio have lost Lhelr
fromes or bestn displaced,

In a heartfelt message shared
on Instagram, 3imi and Haze
highlighted the significance of
thelr connection to Los Angeles,
i city they have called “home For
the past 14 vears,” "Our commi-
Y Treins every, I|‘|||1|: fes s
they expressed, emphasizing
their commitment Lo giving
back during challenging times.

Their efforts mirror the
netions of other public figures,
stich as The Weeknd, who
recently pledeed $1 million
Lo support fircfighters and
residents affected by the
wildfires,

In light of the disaster, the
ginger, born Abel Tesfaye, also
gt e A concert 3t the Rose
Bowl as well as the release of his
upcoming altnam.,

"Ot of respect and concern
for the people of Los Angeles
Cournty, 1 am canceling the
Raose Bowd concert orginally
scheduled for January 25th,”

e wrote on social media, * My
focus remains on supporting the
recovery of these communities
and aiding its incredible people
as they rebuild”
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For Simi and Haze, this initia-
tive reflects the values thelr
beanity brand has embaodied
since s launch in 2021
KEnown for their bold and
mnovative stick-on makeup
dhesigns — such as chrome
wings and holographic cat-eves
— SimiHaze Beauty quickly

=

PULL&BH
ROSALY

gained attention for making
statement looks efforiless,

The brand later expanched
it offenings to inciude a wider
range of products, from lipsticks
and broning powders to
IFASCATIS.

In 2024, they expanded
their brand to the Middle East,

PULLSBE;) 1.
" ROSAL 'ocrerens™

af all sales

genarated
llli thraugh thalr
Lo Angeles

firad. F e/
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describing the experience to
Arab News as “so surreal”

*The market hos been such o
huage goal af ours sinee we started
because we grew up here,”

Simnid said in a previous inter-
view, “We're so happy that our
products are finally acoessible to
oar anexzing followers here”

lan MeDisrmic
CELEBRITY GUEST
Tan McDiarmid,

Hideo Ishikawa

lo headline
Middle East
Film & Comic
Con 2025

Arsb Mews Dlocal

sendtish actor and direcion

Tan McDsarmiel, known For bis
pontrayval of Emperor Palpatime

in the “Star Wars"™ saga, has been
announced as the first confirmed
celebrity guest for the Middle Easi
Film & Combc Con 2025,

The reglon’s largest paop
cilture event will take place
from April 1B to 20, 20025, at the
A DHhabi Natbonal Exhibition
Coentre.

In addition to his role as the
“Star Wars”™ saga, McDiarmid is
al=a known for his performances
in [lms such as “Slecpy Hollow™
and “Dirty Eotten Scoundrels.”
as well as his extensive work in
theater, including his Olivier
Award-winning role in “Faith
Healer"

Antme fans are also in for a
el '.l.'1['|= I|!|-|' R TR R It TR
o Japan's leading voice actor,
Hideo Ishikawa, best known as
the voice of Itachi Uchiha from
“Naruto”

Hix notable robes include
Tovoddom Hideyoshi in "Samral
Warriors,” Ryvo-va Onizuka in
“Acsthetica of a Rogue Hern,”
Hay Penber and Hideki Ide
in “Death Note,” and Squall
Leonhart, Auron, and Cait Sith in
the “Final Fantasy "™ series

Loy Finhetro, show director
il MEFCC said in a statemenits
*MEFPCC 2025 15 set to be our
muost diverse and engaging event
vel. From casual fans to devoted
collectors, we've created an
expertence that celebrates
every aspect of pop culture wath
something for evervone™

The event is orzanized in
partnership with the Depart-
ment of Culture and Tourtsm in
Al [k

REVIEW

William Goldenber’s ‘Unstoppable’is a predictable, feel-good outing

Maott Ross Londan

[t I5 easy (o Forget that, sometimes,
all you want from a movic isa
healihy dose of good vibes — and
fiew penires are better suited to that
U the sports bloqic.

The Glm “Unstoppable” teils
the real-life story of Anthony
Hobles, an American wrestler
wiheo won the 125-pound 57 kgt
178 Matlonal college wrestling
cliamplonstip b 2011 despite
hemg born with one leg.

Directed by William Golden-

| berg in his debut, “Unstoppalile”

stars Jharmel Jerome as Robles,
alongside Jennifer Lopez as
hiz mother Judy and Bobby
Cannavale as stepfather Rick.
Already a tafented hish-school
wrestler, Robles misses out on his
dream college scholirship, bat opis
irestead Lo pay foallend Arzona
state University and win a place on
thedr feted wrestling team.
[espite facing Rick's abuse
at home, Bobles earns his
teammates’ respect ancd, with
support from his mom and coach
[Michael 'ena), proves himsckf
on the national stage

‘Unstoppabde’ s directed by
Willlam Goldenber Socpless

Here 15 the thing with spaorts
movies (or the good ones, at
ieast), vou have to really lean into
every single cliche and embrace
all the heartstrimg-plocking

tropes. Because, if yvou do — and
if the film has a decent cast doing
a1 earmest job — the payoll 1=
worth it

Andd so it is with *Unstop-
pabde,” a movie that is as
determined as its real-workd
prodagonist, Sure, there are a
few story beais that get teased
and then dropped. Sure, the
by-the-numbers budldup to the
clirmpctic showdown is bevomd
predictable,

Bt this movie has a stellas
e performance from Jerome
(helped by absolutely seamless

cflects amd stunt work, which
sees Kobles himself performing
some of the wrestling
sequences), and an immensely
talented supporting cast.

Lopes, Cannavale and Pena are
all great, but Dopn Cheadle also
deserves his share of the plaadits
for his turn as Robles' college
coach and mentor.

15 this the most sophisticated
exploration of the world of colle-
giate wresthing? Nah, Butisita
heartwarmingly decent movie
that will meake vou fee] good?
Absolutely.



