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Got thrownona car’s
onnet: Rami recalls
acing racismin US

| don't know how
you ever get over
that. I'm what's
called ‘white passing,’
but | have very
distinctive features,
and we definitely
didn't fit in
~ Malek on the
encounter

‘SKxXARM is huge

for me; | had a ball
shooting forit’

SKxARM is huge for me, in terms of my
role and also as an overall experience of working with
this team. | got a call from Murugadoss sir's office to
play another role in the film. When he saw me, he said
that | looked nothing like Dancing Rose. At that time, |

had a beard as | was in my King Of Kotha look. Then,
he said that he had a better and bigger role for me and

Rami Malek

scar-winning actor Rami Malek has
opened up about experiencing racial
profiling in the US, revealing he was
once “thrown” onto the hood of a police car
after being mistaken for a robbery suspect in
California. The Egvptian-American actor,
known for roles in Bohemian Rhapsody,
Oppenheimer and No Time To Lie, recounted
the incident during an interview with

The Guardian,
“I got thrown on the bonnet of an LAPD

cop car because someone had robbed a
liquor store and stolen a woman's bag, They
said the (thief) was of Latin descent and,
“You fit the description.’ I remember how
hot that engine was ... it was almost
burning my hands,” Malek said. *1
remember laughing on the cop car,
thinking, ‘OK, this is a very precarious
situation. I may well be going to jail for
something I've not done,’” he added.

Agencies

| had a ball shooting for SKxARM. Murugadoss sir has
worked with the biggest of stars, but still treats you
with so much respect. SK has also been a darling.

HENRY WELCOMES FIRST
CHILD WITH GF NATALIE

Henry Cavill, best known for his role as Superman
in Man Of Steel, and his longtime partner Natalie
Viscuso welcomed their first child. The couple

was recently spotted in Australia, pushing a baby
stroller during a family outing, according to People.
Cavill first shared the news of their growing family
back in April 2024. Agencies

The new filmmakers have got the freedom to
tell their own stories: Ashutosh Gowariker

_Niharika Lal "

or me, film festivals
F are a crash course in

filmmaking,” shares
Ashutosh Gowariker
During a recent chat, the
filmmaker discussed the
mark that Indian films
have made for
themselves at
international
platforms. The
filmmaker also
talks about why he
thinks we need to
make more historical
films and how legal
hassels will never stop
him from creating more
films.

- -

Ashutosh says that
Lagaan changed
the normthata 58 -11
film with songs S
couldonlybe
considered a
commerical film 298

7
| think that the new talent has got the freedom

to tell their own stories. They don't have to
worry about making films in the mainstream

44

CONTINUED ON

In the past few months, be it Payal Kapadia's All We Imagine As
Light, Sandhya Suri's Santosh or Kiran Rao's Lapataa Ladies, Indian
films have been acknowledged at platforms like Cannes, Toronto
and Sundance and have also received recognition in the form of
nominations at global awards. Ashutosh says that from Chetan
Anand's Neecha Nagar, which won at Cannes 75 years ago, to Om Puri
and Shabana Azmi representing Indig, Indian films have made
their mark at film festivals and awards over the years. “What has
happened is that the focus has now come to mainstream, where
a film that has box office success is also being appreciated at
film festivals and at award nights. That's a big change, | feel.
Earlier it was like - the moment you had songs in your film, you
were categorised as - this is going to be a commercial picture. This
should not even be considered for awards. It was the norm. Lagaan
changed that. When we showed it to the Academy, we showed it with
all the songs. And it did not matter to them. So, somewhere, every
film of ours that has gone to Oscars or a BAFTA, has gone with songs.
Because we have established that our films come with songs.”

Kiran Rao's Laapataa Ladies was not only a box
office hit but was also appreciated at its
screening at the Toronto film fest

maas Dancing|Rose
SN Sarpatlo S
asked whether | could go clean-shaven. And, | said yes! v RIILIRIID "
W actorsays helis'a
lot dlffererﬂ: from
the characters he
has'done
k|

s K Balram Bekay
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SHABEER KALLARAKKAL

'"EVEN NOW,”
MANY DON'T
’\RECOGNISE
»{mME IN
PERSON' Ly

. ‘ *1"'3
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< . . Roopa Radhakrishnan
L T W
-'{ ith four releases in four languages, two of
w which marked his debut — in Telugu (Na-
carjuna’s Naa Saami Ranga) and and
. . Kannada (Shivarajkumar’s Bhairathi Ranagal) —
Shabeer Kallarakkal has had a very busy 2024. The
actor, who had his breakthrough by playing Dancing
Rose in Sarpatta Parambarai, tells us that he still
isn't easily recognised in person. “I met Sarpatta Par
ambarai’s editor (Selva RK) at Arya’s birthday party
before the film'’s release. He was like, *Why are vou so
quiet? You are so energetic in the film’. I get that a lot
and many don’t even recognise me in person as |
am a lot different from all the characters |
have done,” he says.

- . AAYITHA EZHUTHU GOT ME INTO
y FILMS

I wanted to be a cricketer and did a lot of
part-time jobs during college. A company
where [ worked part-time was sourcing actors
for Aayitha Ezhuthu (2004). That’s how I got into
films; I shot for the film for 10-15 days. I'm also vis-
ible in one shot of that film. Many people noticed
me from it and that’s when I thought, *Why not try
acting?’ My dad was supportive, but wasn't too
confident. But I was lucky in a sense, as I didn't
have to provide for my family My struggle was
y in doing the extra work so that I could make it
one day, There were many actors more good-
Nlooking and talented than me. Unfortunately;,
+ they had to give up and go for a 9-to-5 job
due to the commitments they had. Luckily,
[ didn't have to do that and I eventually
ended up getting my big break in Sarpatta
Parambeareai.

]

CONTINUEDON » 4

Dakota’s
spiritual
vacation

After her visit to the Babulnath
Temple in Mumbai on Friday with
partner Chris Martin, Dakota
Johnson made a visit to the
Siddhivinayak temple. The actress
was accompanied by Sonali
Bendre and Gayatri Joshi (left)
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Hands on your food! The

| (rave
§ J J 3
- ld wantst th
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a5 | - b adh recent study published in a leading retail research jour-

. \ e - nal validates an age-old tradition many Indians have al-

o s rea m Ine | 'l kU ways embraced: Eating with your hands enhances the
v SRR R dining experience, making meals more satisfying than using

cutlery. This isn't just cultural nostalgia; science backs it up.

@ ® Yy & . O . < FNNIEE The tactile engagement of our hands with food primes our

o u r I n e I t 3 3 . Y Ll brain to perceive the meal as more flavourful and fulfilling.
L e | 2 : SR e Globally, the trend of

TR | E: a1, S eating with hands is gain- 5 o™ -

' e FUA ' I ing traction, from long-ta- 3

- . e '. r.l:I . . __..-'_ - 0 " ;
; R CHERE ' & ble communal feasts in
mOVI e Ic s N\ R ' : New York's Greenwich Vil-
| SRR e : — _ -l lage to the resurgence of

Filipino kamavan meals,
where banana leaves re-

feels like a full-cirele mo-
ment. After decades of be-

You're about to board a long flight, and the viewing ="k | ._ - place plates and hands re-
. . " - L TR R N ; place cutlery. For Indians,
options feel overwhelming. Here's a strategy film ¢} TR S this ‘newfound’ discovery

experts recommend

. A S . - ing ridiculed for eating ‘the
quther your ﬂPtlﬂl'IS s . T ! b messy way, there’s a quiet validation in watching the world
I'Ig ht uwuy | e . savour flavours through 111_1:11* fingers. _ .
INDULGE IN THE CULTURE 0 ' ttled. start scrollin B : [n fact, A_nt]mn:,f }imu_*rimn,_ the late rruima_ry icon, often ex-
OF THE PLACE YOU'RE thm:E "rﬁ"él_rle B i - I a titl 9 -~ _ _ tolled the virtues of eating with hands. During his trr:}vels, he
HEADED TO rougn the options. Ira tikie ' 1 e o celebrated the connection between food and culture, famously
. : :ntch&_s your mtere*_.;t. CPEC!‘ online =¥ ko o= g stating, “The more you eat with your hands, the closer you
Perhaps you're embarking on a long- to see its rating. This will give _ s s e are to the food and the people who made it.” In season 2 of his
awaited adventure e sfxmwlplace. e idea of w:hﬂt has hEE.n Wil Lo e s legendary series Parts Unknown, Bourdain can be seen tear-
Chances are, your airline will offer a said uhnl_.:t the film. You don't o ing apart a butter-smothered Amritsari kulcha and enjoying
selection of movies from your desti- necessarily need to choose a his haked tandoori chicker. both in Amritear And who can
nation, making this a great opportu- movie with a high critical score - forget Aishwarya Rai schooling Al Jazeera correspondent Da-
Hli}’ to start mmersing }"DUI"EI;!]F m Eﬂr.ﬂ'E'tII'ﬂ'E'E,. you ]USti want to El:ljﬂ"f vid Frost on Ei'lt:iﬂg a samosa the authentic way with his
the culture. Nervous ﬂth.!t ﬂ}r'lﬂg F{I'H.i a fIITI'I that ISII'I‘t dESIgl’IE‘d to win Y [ L= = hands — during an interview, A moment that E]:I'E'ﬂ'l';Ed global
want the adventure to wait until af- critical acclaim. ) curiosity about India’s tactile dining traditions.
ter you land? In that case, we don't : ' Scientific research further highlights that eating with
recnn}mend watching Cast Away or s g _ hands activates nerve endings that enhance sensory percep-
Red Eye. Instead, opt for something How airlines . tion and satisfaction. A study by a peer-reviewed psychology
familiar - a firmly grounded comedy Goonan ick movieson journal found that this tactile engagement can also help
should do the trick, preferably a silly adventure P 2 : with mindful eating, allowing individuals to savour each
one. However, if you'd rather not be your ﬂlgl’lts : bite and avoid overindulgence.
the person in Seat 34B laughing un- One can find some of the R S T etiquette, are simply
controllably in the middle of the best movies of the year - . ¥ | - At least half of the , meant to be enjoyed by hand. Think of tearing apart flaky
night, maybe avoid a comedy: festival winners, nuanced 4 \ qustomers 1ise the ?: Malabar porottas, scooping dal with soft phulka, or devour-
There’s some evidence that we Ccry f.:lnd Il'ttEl'ESti I'Ig StDI"i'E'S, \ | ™ In"ﬂlg ht EntEﬂ:ulnmE nt ___ lllf:‘.’,]ulf_‘.‘l.-’ man gﬂeé1 The tactile connection adds ;.11]1 lrrepia{:e_
Great news if you're in need of a not have made it to your local . ol I . A\ executives from major . hygiene concerns heightened, people found ways to rediscov-
good cry, but beware. For some, fly- multiplex - turn up on in-flight - R LT 4 cirlines. T!'":? top cheice, : er this intimate act of eating cherishi ng its ability to bring
catch up on all the recent movies wh‘f Eil‘P|'I:I nes are great pluI:ES = b s / dII"ECtU'I': of in-ﬂlght : As global dining trends lean toward authenticity and di-
they've missed. It's also a surprising- to engage in a little algorithm- ' VNG entertniment ata Uy : versity, the next time someone hesitates to ditch their fork
'y Bood SviRINARCIOT [oosa g le: defying serendipity, a bit of | N N\ ' j ooasdopine Bmowes. we can gently remind them: some flavours are best enjoyed
dramas and art films you've been exploration. You're on an Airlines i:':llsr:r note thgt :; finge r-t’jJ‘St ) . : : SLE :
meaning to watch. adventure, after all! - 0 G 0 - the_rnﬂwe seiectlgn IS j :
New York Times typically data-driven. 2 ~ Agree? Disagree? Got a POV idea? Write to us at: povi@timesofindia.com
Lavel: Mocium  Inheteteichebehuiednd . . | : - *‘*L
HOW T o
1_&'@'&{@"" . Eﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁt al:ljac_ent dots '|"-_|'I’[h vﬂr_tmal ;;,----l_ Jr L
T 2 5 Fill in the grid so ciay anpeal or horizontal lines, creating a single N |
that every hori- &l ocan loop (Fig A). T ERIT] |
5 4 ?‘ 3 1 zontal row, every sach tow » Crossovers or branches are not J el &6
vertical column aliowed (As shown by dotted lines 2L | Not attowed
or column, : : :
?' 2 4 1 and E\’Erj'. 3xd Eliminate in Fig B). . (Fig A) (Fg B)
Dox contains * Numbers in the
i the digits 1-9, Toped: puzzle indicate the g
8 2 without repeating E:TRDE_FE oy number of lines that 1 _ . . _ 2 . ' _
the numbers in Ysitee should surround it, 3 2 2
g 1 8 ? the same row, Ejifm[j:]a while empty cells R B~ T < S SRR
column or box. may be surrounded
7 1 4 3 You can't change <. Darkened by any number of - . ; L : L i i v i L : é :
the digits already . : lines. |
g 1 7 given in the grid. o be adja-  You can't draw lines | . ; ; . . 4
Every puzzie has DRI SR I around zeroes. 2 1 2 2
6 ? one solution. gf I.E.Ftr]i[r:’;:e d 3 * Each puzzle has just | - . : . . .
Bressalh . one unigue solution, | 2 S 1
create a single continuous area, SE | HOW TO 2 1 3 1
undivided by darkened cells. -'3"’15 D BEGIN: ; , : B
4. Every time you darken a cell, you e e B Example (Figh) -
can automatically circle its vertical iﬂ . Begin with the zero next to 3. Since no lines can be drawn around zero,
and horizontal neighbours, which SE6X2X mark crosses around it, as shown. Now there is a cross in one space By John Michagl Currie 20/01/2025
means they cannot be eliminated. -6 s B around 3. So we know the three lines of 3 can only be drawn in the ACROSS _ Saturday's Puzzle Solved
. 5. Any cell "sandwiched" between - remaining three spaces. Next, these lines can only be extended in one é E_rr;dljithi‘:gnm?jmli?leadﬁ MEGREE GTLTATSTGIowW
ENJOY A HOST OF neighbours of the same value can be dIFEEtH}HE ar;’rt Eﬂﬂtlnueumngthesﬂmelngm ............. iRt 10 PaHpEE mﬂﬁﬂyﬂw ’ AlclEILIA mloliIs|TlulR|E
ENGAGING PUZZLES ‘35“31?'[5-_ iE-%-_m | Hints: Keep eliminating possibilities by marking crosses in spaces 14 City west of Venice AREAGE FNNDERCNRME
AND GAMES EVERY DAY | b.A "triple” Is a special case of between dots where a line isn't possible, i.e., if you have already 15 Shave (down) SNMRGEACNNEE FINEGE
sandwich. Circle the centre cells, and completed required lines or where a line extension may create a branch 16 Spanish eight | AEBHNGEE .E AITNIEDT
darken the ends. (e.0. FXET) o cause a deadend (Fig B). 17 Campy photo booth = —1— === J
ACCESS0
__ 1gcumics?é?me AIN| THINNG[O[ATLITIEINID]S
CSCRAMBLE 20 Epitome of slowness
TH T PART SANTA CAN'T BRING YOU AV L. W ks
OF BENG A CATe SOCKS ANP UNPERWEAR Rearrange the.. B EXHIBITION 312 Fﬁa‘;gﬁ " military or — E : g : é ; g : :r i
FOR CHRISTMAS! letters in the : HSTIO (X India Tourist and Industrial Fair: 05 EDUH'IEiT'I CE”fDIﬂi&'g- F
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letter to each  : . - government and heritage 28 10-Across, slangily LIA|JY|E|RICJA]IK|E vii|iv]I|D
square/circle, : N initiatives, from 3pm to 10pm, at 30 Fish eqgs E|lp|n|fa|m]|o]|D|E E[NJE[Mm]Y
to make four  : ELOTDD w e island Grounds, Park Town. 31 Assumed name s[E|E[N]O]T]E R[A]s]E[S]
ordinary 5 S Photography Strictly Prohibited: 32 Gravy vessel 2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 18/01/2025
words : EELMBM Exhibition of photographs by the 34 Goes (for)
S late Navroze Contractor, till January 38 Candy treat shaped 3 Toothpaste-endorsing 29 Fire residue
HOWTOPLAY | Ahouse is not a home unless 27, at The Folly, Amethyst, like a chick or bunny 0rg. . 32 National park in
s SO | o ondad roor | | | et e L
ircd h r | '
ft:.: ﬁﬂémtn |fi§n1igfmt§s- the__aswellasthe .- Email us at 42 Fades to black 6 Diamond birthstone 34 Feﬂec?u;r timed
WERE YOu YES, AND FOR | a5 [ WHEN YOU ARGUE WITH } ing word as indicated Benjamin Franklin (4,.4) chmnaltimmesEi s othiin com 43 Snorer’s affliction month | 35 Tubular pasta
ARGUING WITH | ONCE T GOT IN | & Y cawi MS, BEALLY, THE LAST WORD | - - 44 Gut punch reaction 7 “Halo" star Schreiber 36 Start, as a golf round
THE LAST WORD! 3 ISN'T NECE SSARILY %? 45 Trademarked pastry 8 In favor of 37 Petty quarrels
I:I.! 'E ij AHIES Tﬂﬁﬂ]r iEn H_Qrﬂﬂt LlﬂHﬁ. A EhﬂﬂE I..Ig.”.lg EfE&tICI'H ) EI' = Urﬂhm . 39 E-E.E.IE- nose .
£ Rt b _ ; . 46 Sleepover hideawa 10 Pink cocktail, 40 Armed conflict
i « g day for getting things = | N} 0 LEX day awaits, as you may 52 Weigphllifter's e familiarly 44 Alley-
g > o done with minimai feel the weight of your 53 Furnish with gear 11 Last part of a play, 45 Keyboard shortcut
= i disruptions, but don't FORTUNE responsibilities, both &4 For starters perhaps ailrtiar
] let your drive lead to financially and 56 Skeet shout 12 MacGowan of the 46 Cola brand
. isolation. You may need g emotionally. Make sure 57 Trial period for a new Pogues 47 “That's it for me!"
‘ the support of | A to manage your work product, and what 13 Accept,asacoupon 48 Calm periods
colleagues to reach  Book Anupam V Kapil for appt/written predictions: ~ alongside family 17-, 25-, 38-, and 18 A pop 49 Pharmaceutical giant
; your full potential, so 29822042295 or anupamvkapil@gmail.com. needs, Iand HBEQ an 46-Across all have? 21 Card with no face or Eli
o share your goals and open mind to positive 62 Flowerpot spot number 50 Proposal
wiork together. influences around you. 63 Mideast canal 22 Savory quality 51 Posh
T TAURUS: Right now, [T iR e el ta iR el el e - SCORPIO: There may 64 Battery terminal 23 Renewable energy 55 Onetime Swedish
ST IR it's tricky to prioritise SRR be unfinished matters e T oo “Schitts 57 ﬁﬂ?ﬁsite
our concerns, You're that need attention
Today's Ratings: How many words of four ?ur:uaad on your own plans, but take extra time  today. Stay grounded and focus on the present, g? !,-Elﬂgfm ',:"“5"3%‘.53" ’ E%ﬂ%kg}'ﬂ f gg EFE"Eh d'fﬂtﬁ o
0O6-average | 07-qood | 0rmore letters can you to fine-tune them. Passion and enthusiasm will ~ as your dreams could feel more vivid than usual. IJ[]WI'? sl X ““Eh ',:1 rat%gﬁ_l ol 20 MU T ”:5 tl‘Jr?I} _—
i, make from the letters be your allies, but avoid making any significant  Avoid impulsive financial risks and take the time 1 Beach bottie no .ﬂ.raczt?c Dscg;n : b e?n rlg rezdisngu @

shown in today's puzzle?
In making a word, a letter
can be used as many
times as it appears in the
puzzle, Each word must

financial decisions today. to listen to your inner voice. :
GEMINI: It's wise to pause before making any big  SAGITTARIUS: Today requires flexibility, as you 2AotRas Whilman
calls today. You may feel confident in your may be pulled in multiple directions. While your

approach, but balance your vision with practicality  friends may have demands, make sure to express _
for better resulis. Avoid risky financial ventures, your feelings clearly and find a way to connect. SOLUTIONS TO MESIFUHLES

27 Inflict upon 61 “Listen up!”

il _ as things may feel uncertain, Your ideas will find their way out eventually.
tfﬁ:trﬂr?;ﬁigehn::i EE CANCER: This is a time for emotional fulfilment CAPRICORN: Let your dreams guide you, TIMESh LUOR THE L?crp st bk
s Seven latior veord, and strengthening both personal and professional  but reme_mbt_ar to share them wrth someone you Z I-!ﬁ LiP|9[S|8|E b2l b xg
Plurals, foreign words re!gtmr_tshnﬂﬁ. It's important to focus on your  trust. This will f_:elg turn your vision into reality, SIASIZ L ERIGIFI |1
sr rcla e i obligations and apply extra effort now to set  as your creativity is heightened by the beauty £ 'QTt- G E(6lL|EZ|L o . .
Pionarn : yourself up for happiness. around you. EREBENONE B B k-
allowed. Eritish English LED: Today brings a chance for positive change,  AQUARIUS: Your thoughts have more power than AAEBEREED x|
Dictionary is used as whether in your lifestyle or career. However, you realise today, so stay focused and avoid ACNGEHEAAE iTxhxfx wh | bk
reference double-check your details before committing to  making long-term decisions that could have HHEAEEAEINCE r %3 |
— anything. Be mindful of balancing your time and  unforeseen consequences. Take care with your 6 E!E LiZ|r|E]L]8 -
efforts between work and personal life, finances, as stress might cloud your judgment, Llviglc 9/c[2]L[6 -
T:':L‘;Z:::f; ?T:“;:;:ﬁ:fﬂ?ﬁ::ﬁf;::f:?gﬁman gt . VIRGO: Your words carry weight today, so stay PISCES: Let go of past emotional baggage and
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CHENNAI IS T\LKING ABOUT

A grand evenmg to celebrate
Carnatic mus1cs
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Roopa Radhakrishnan

The audience were cheering and motivating the participants throughout the evening

Associale ‘!I(

‘ E[IFUH!!" j‘)ﬁ

he 14th edition
of the Times
Thyagaraja
Awards presented by
Federal Bank saw
veterans of Carnatic
music come together
to uplift and cheer on
v yvoung talents. The
R - big finale of the

- talent hunt had five
finalists giving their
best shot as they vied
for the coveted
honour, which was
then followed by a
soulful concluding
performance by

TM Krishna. This
vear’'s Sangita
Kalanidhi recipient,
Krishna, received a
long, standing ova-

R
= The top three award recipients with TM Krishna and Harsh Dugar, Executive Director, Federal Bank {extreme right)

Listening to TM Krishna
perform was truly
immersive. Our bank has
been focusing on promoting
music and thereby
supporting talent. So, it was
a wonderful experience
hearing the five young

artistes perform
— Harsh Dugar, Executive Director,
Federal Bank

nai means a lot,”

Violinist Akkarai 5 Sornalatha being felicitated by Senthilkumar
Senior General Manager - Marketing, Hatsun Agro Products Ltd

TM Krishna was accompanied by 5 Sunil Kumar on
", kanjira, Vignesh Ishwar, Vignesh Krishnamurthy and
Sahana on tanpura and Akkarai S Sornalatha on violin

e |

Thisis a

dream-
come-true
moment for
me. It is an
absolute
honour to get
awarded by TM

Krishna anna
— Aadithyadev V
[CRV School Of
Music)

K Arun
Prakash played
mridangam
during TM

Krishna's

, "hh.
Ranjani Radha V, i
1st runner-up

Aadithyadev V, winner second runner-u
I y F' ‘r_

p———

Singing at the Music Academy
main auditorium in front of all
these stalwarts is a big blessing

— Ranjani Radha V
(Open Audition)

n | had participated last year as well, but
this tfime, the competition was tougher.
So, | put a lot of thought into It and gave It my

very best — Rithikeshwar N (Tamil Nadu
Dr J Jayalalithaa Music and Fine Arts University)

Aiay Gnanamuthu and Shimona
tle the knot in mtlmute ceremon

Pics: Saja L 1ianamiithiu

y

ilmmaker Ajay Gnanamuthu got married to

Shimona this weekend. Wishes have been pouring in

for Ajay from his colleagues from the film industry,
including Hiphop Tamizha Adhi and Meenakshi
Govindharajan. Adhi took to Instagram to wish the
director by posting two separate stories, one of which read, “5So so happy
Happy married life to my bro Ajay & Shimona (sic)”

On the work front, Ajay's Demaonte Colony 2, the sequel to his 2015

horror film, hit the screens in 2024, He has also directed Vikram's
Cobra and Nayanthara's Imaikkaa Nodigal. TNN

young talents

tion from the crowd. Speaking to us after being de-
clared the winner, Aadithyvadev V called his victory
a ‘dream come true’ moment. “I'm from Guruvayur,
and to get such a big honour after coming to Chen-
he said.

14th edition of Times Thyagaraja Awards

is presented by Federal Bank, Powered by:
Casagrand & Hatsun Curd, in association

with Gopuram Turmeric Powder and Kumkum,
Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited, Minister
White Dhoties and Shirts and SSVM Institutions.
Supported by: Dr. Shreevarma
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Fics: Pravesn Tyagarajan

It's wonderful that this
awards event has been
happening for 14 years. It's
grown by itself organically,
and that's where things are
sustainable. Because, then,
there's a momentum built
on to it and an
added value

o R ..'._..: =

TM Krishna received _
a standing ovation g =
for his performance

FEDERAL BANK

YOUR PERFECT BAMEKING PARTHNER

Presents

All Carnatic
music
students wait for
December not only
for Margazhi
concerts, but also
for the Times
Thyagaraja Awards.
The process is so

well thought out
— Gayathri Girish, one
of the judges

e
AN PARTHIR

Vimesh Nair - Senior Vice President, Casagrand felicitating Radhika and
Uma of Chinmayi Sisters, who were part of the jury along with panel
Gayathri Girish (centre) and Subhashini Parthasarathy (right)

THYAGARAIA
AWARDS

We have been
part of the Times
Thyagaraja jury panel
for many years. We
wish we had these

\ opportunities when
we started out

— Uma of Chinmayi Sisters,
part of the judging team

E:_-

eran]an Krishna, partner Gopuram Kumkum & Turmeric
and Mrs. Harika fecilitate judge Subhashini Parthasarathy

iI=
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presenis

ChennaiTimes

Rashmika Mandanna was conferred the Times Fresh Face title in 2014. Since then, it has only been
onwards and upwards for the actress, who quu:lltlj,r became a popular face in the South Film Industry.

She’s now a Pan-Indian star, winnmg hearts across the nation.

Bring your talent and passion, stardom is calling! Scan now.

www.timesfreshface.com/register.
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Title Sponsor: | Powered By: Aﬁgﬁ ‘ Freshness Partner: cé'[ﬁ]];;, Jewellery Partner:

| Maohile Partner: @
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BACK BEAT

‘Objections to my f1lms

bother me,

CONTINUED FROM =1

'‘WE HAVEN'T EVEN FINISHED TELLING
10% OF OUR HISTORICAL STORIES'
Ashutosh Gowariker made Jodhaa Akbar
(2008) 15 vears ago. In recent years, there has
been a spate of historical and period films.
Talking about their emergence, he says, “1
think it's fantastic. We're able to tell so
many stories. There is so much history in
every state in the country. All the states have
aot their heroes, kings, and saints. And eve-
rv story 1s important. All those stories are
being told in some form or the other —
whether it's TV, web or cinema.”

Ashutosh notes that in the 50s-60s, the
genre was quite strong. “You had
Mughal-e-Azam, Anarkali — some
massive films which were histori-
cals. But after a long gap, Akbar
Khan safiab made Ta) Mahal: An
Eternal Love Story (2005), and then
Jodhaa Akbar. It restarted that whole phase
of historical movies. And so, we now have a
spate of not only historical films but even
period films. Actually, we have not even fin-
ished 10% of telling our stories.”

‘WHEN YOU WATCH A FILM, YOU ARE
TRANSPORTED INTO THAT WORLD'

Whenever a historical film is released, there
are always questions about authenticity.
“You have to be as authentic as possible,”

As filmmakers,

when we tell a story,
we are already making
our own accounts. We are
drifting away from
history. Gandhiji did not
look like Ben Kingsley,
and Akbar did not look
like Hrithik Roshan.
It's a fact

L.~k

Revisiting some classics
is always a good thing.
Certain nuances of certain
films are lost when you watch
them at that time because the
age is different. There is a
time gap of five-six years
from when | made Lagaan
and when | made Jodhaa
Akbar. I've changed as a
person, I've evolved. I've
become mature

Gowariker savs. He adds, “Filmmakers are
not historians. If they were historians,
they would not have made a film; they
would have written a book, an account. As
filmmakers, when we tell a story, we are
already making our own accounts. We are
drifting away from history. Gandhiji did not
look like Ben Kingsley, and Akbar did not
look like Hrithik Roshan. It's a fact. But
when you watch a film, you are being
transported into that world, and a
filmmaker is making every attempt to use
all his expertise and various departments to
create the ambience for you to believe the
story. So, be as authentic as possible, and
take certain liberties where you feel that

~ Ben Kingsley in a still
. from Gandhi (19812)

but they dont
stop me fom creating

6 Every web series, |

think, is a saga. It's
like, I'd like to call it a
cinematic novel. All these
forms are helping
filmmakers and the
different HODs to create
with more freedom

2.3

Ashutosh Gowariker

vou need to take the liberty. Try and check on
historical details as much as possible.”

‘OBJECTIONS BOTHER ME, BUT THEY
DON'T STOP ME FROM CREATING'

Every other historical film gets into legal
hassles, court cases, objections but Ashutosh
savs that it doesn’t stop him from creating. “It
bothers me, but it doesn’t stop me from
creating. It bothers vou because vou feel, ‘Oh
man, I have done all this.’I am very open if a
person has any objection. If I am right, I will try
to convince him about it, prove it to him, show
him my book references, which I did during
Jodhaa Akbar. And when the court case was
filed against me, I won it on the basis of that.
But if I'm proven that I've done injustice or
shown something wrong, [ don't mind changing
it. Because I don't want to hurt any community;
any religion, any descendant of any family who
feels that there is some injustice done to the
depiction of that person on screen. If it's in my
capacity, I'll make that change.”
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K. Balram Beka

Shabeer
Kallarakkal|
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'm at a place where
| am confident that |
can puII off an thmg

‘I KNEW THAT | WASN'T GOOD ENOUGH
BACK THEN'

I don’t want to be an option anymore because |
& have been one for 15-20 vears. I have always
been given reasons for not being cast in films,
but at the end of the day, [ knew that [ wasn't
good enough back then. I had to put in the work
to get better, That's the reason [ started learn-
ing different skills. I have learnt silambam,
kalari, kickboxing, and horse riding. Now, even
if I miss a movie, I don't think of it as a loss
and don’t dwell upon it.

'SHIVANNA AND NAGARJUNA SIR STILL
E-'I?ANF'I_'I_:I'D LEARN AND HONE THEIR

: I have worked with

& many big stars, like
Rajini sir, Nagarju-

% na sir, Shivanna, SK
and Dq. All of them

3 stick to their roots

3 even after success

3 and make an effort to
not get carried awav
For instance, Shivan-

3 na is a huge star and

I grew up watching
Nagarjuna sir’s mov-
ies. So, to know that
they are so down to
earth and still want to
learn and hone their
craft was a major take-
away for me. When I see them being so humble
even after being such big stars, it is also a les-
son for me to remain the same and not change.

‘| WAS ABLE TO BE A BOXER INSTEAD OF
TRYING TO BE ONE IN SARPATTA
PARAMBARALI'

My first two films, Nerungi Vaa Muthamidathe
and 54321, had me playing the protagonist.
They didn’t do well commercially, because of
which [ was a bit sceptical about plaving a hero
again. It took me some time to understand that
I could also be the hero in a film. Right now, I'm
at a place where I am confident that I can pull
off anvthing. Initially, I thought I should do a

e e e
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...witiﬁhivarajkumar on the sets of his debut
Han_r‘néida film Bhairathi Ranagal
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‘Karthi anna was the first
person to call me after
Sarpatta Parambarai’

| look up to Karthi anna as an actor. He
was an assistant director in Aayutha
Ezhuthu. | remember telling him | wanted
to become an actor and he shared a
photographer's number and said that
person takes pictures of his annan (Suriya)
as well. | remember Ranjith sir asking me
how | knew Karthi because anna told
him that he and | started our journey at
the same time. In fact, Karthi anno was
the first person who
called me after Sarpatta
Parambarai.

role better than Dancing
Rose, but if I chase after
such a role, nothing is go-
ing to happen. If some-
thing is destined for me, it
is going to come my way.
But, as an actor, [ have to
be prepared for it. [ came
on board for Sarpatta
Parambarai just two
weeks before the shoot.
But as I know about
kickboxing, I was able
to be a boxer in the film
mstead of trying to be one.

'I ALWAYS BELIEVE THAT EVERYTHING
HAPPENS FOR THE BETTER'

After Sarpaita Parambarai was released, a
friend of mine, who once did a movie as a hero
but has now left acting, called me atter 14 years.
He started cryving and didn’t say anvthing for
five minutes. He told me that this felt like his
success and said, ‘Don’t give up macha!’ These
small moments keep me going and make me
think that everything will make sense one day.
Time always gives you answers. When [ signed
King Of Kotha, 1 missed doing one Tamil and
two Malavalam films, which turned out to be
blockbusters. But I always believe that every-
thing happens for the better,

SHANKAR
MAHADEVAN"S
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I've always wished to
perform at the Kumbh,
but the timing never
aligned. I'm looking
forward to taking a holy

dip at the Triveni
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measuring out the area ;
and saving, “To here, | f
make a whole ‘his’ f
Her mother,

Kris, replied, *You
- must really like

- him. He'll be hap-
' Later, she

| had the in-
tention of staying
single. I was fully
Iying to yvou

guys. Me not dat-
ng, and not
wanting love and

- attention? I don’t

- think you know

Kim's last ro-
mance was with
NFL star Odell
Beckham Jr, but
they split eight

Kim hints at
‘new romance

im Kardashian hinted at

K a new romance in the 4 '
trailer of her reality

show. She revealed that things

are so serious with her new |

mystery man that she was i

even considering building

. extra closet space for him.
Sanga m, foo : Inthe clip, she was seen v%

F
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—Ankita Bharti ed and happy to do my music seva. This is the
S punya of my 30-35 years of musical journey,

and it is my biggest earning. This is my first
time attending the Maha Kumbh and a sacred
moment for me. I've always wished to perform

at the Kumbh, but the timing never aligned. Now,
I'm looking forward to taking a holy dip at the Triveni

Sangam, too.”

Mahadevan, who is known for his soul-stirring
renditions of bhajans and devotional songs, was
especially excited to perform the song Chalo Kumbh
Chalein, the anthem of the previous Kumbh Mela,
written by lyricist Prasoon Joshi and others. Mahadevan's
repertoire also included popular renditions of bhajans, all
of which enthralled the large crowd gathered at the Ganga
Pandal set up at the Kumbh Mela area.

months ago. Be-
fore that, she dat-
ed SNL star Pete
Davidson. She
shares four chil-
dren with former
husband Kanye
West. Agencies

hadevan performed at the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 in
Prayagraj on Thursday evening,
The performance marked Mahadevan's first-ever visit to
the Kumbh Mela, which began on January 13. Reflecting
on the significance of the event, Shankar said, “I feel bless-

G rammy-winning composer and singer Shankar Ma-
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