i
.

p—,

Makar+

Sankranti

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2025
ADVERTORIAL, ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY
PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

Prathamesh Bandekar

Any feedback related to stories in Bombay Times?
B4 Mail us at bombay.times@timesofindia.com

- iy
o
o
lt .". -"- 7’ —
= r 'I

Y 1
[

-~

af

a

T he skies are all set to witness
the battle of colourful kites
today. And while there's a lot
of excitement around flying Kites on
Makar Sankranti, the oceasion is
: . also about feasting on traditional
Z delicacies like tilgud, gulachi
poli and undhivi. We speak to
celebrities, who talk about their
fond memories about Sankranti

i

father taught me

to Ily kites: Shreyas

_..Onkar Kulkarni__

hrevas Talpade is immersed in the festive fer-

vour. On Makar Sankranti, the actor reminisc-

es about his childhood dayvs of flving kites and
his annual Sankranti rituals, “My father enjoyed fly-
ing kites and collecting unique ones. He taught me to
fly kites and there was no way [ could match up to
him. Hum bachpan mein pech ladate thay aur agar
kisi ki patang kat jaye, toh woh patang ko apne patang
ke saath kaise connect karke lana hai woh bhi aata
tha. We lived in a joint family, so all the cousins would
2o on the terrace and fly kites all day on Makar Sank-
ranti,” he says. Talking about how he celebrates the
festival, he shares, “Every vear, my childhood friends
and I try to meet in our old building to fly kites on this
dayv. Evervone comes with their families, so it's like a
big party with good food and kite flying.”

Every year,
my childhood

friends and | try
to meet in our old
building to fly
kites on this day.
Everyone comes
with their
families, so it's
like a big party
with good food
and kite flying
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My mom-in-law is hosting a function
on Makar Sankranti: Shrenu Parilch

This will be my first Makar Sankranti with Akshay (actor-
husband Akshay Mhatre) after marriage, so my mom-in-law
is hosting a haldi-kumkum function at home. Akshay and |
will be wearing black outfits, and | will be wearing edible
jewellery for this function. Basically, women will bless us, and
delicious snacks will be served. After the function, everyone
says, "Til gud ghya goad goad bola!”
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and how thev're celebrating the
festival today.

| miss celebrating
the festival |
in Vadodara: :
Manav Gohil

It has been a while since

| celebrated the festival in
Vadodara, and | really miss it.
The celebrations in Mumbai can't
match up to the way we used to
celebrate back home. Even my
daughter Zahra loves celebrating
in Vadodara and last year, she was
there during the festival. While

| was growing up, | would start
flying kites in December itself.
Uttarayan used to be a never-
ending party with friends, good
food and music.
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Kite-flying, haldi-kumkum:
elebs set for Makar Sankranti

CONTINUED FROM = 1 I visit Ahmedabad »

every yearon
Uttarayan:

Manasi Parekh

For years, | have visited
Ahmedabad to celebrate
Uttarayan and
we spend all
day flying
kites, having . \ o
chikkis and til Iy, By, i
ke laddoo, which ' \ n 4 . N {

Ahmedabad as the
entire sky is filled with

we continue even / ! i,
colourful kites. This
year, | am shooting on

on Vasi Uttarayan \ _ '.',-' |
(January 15). | - ﬁ
| - A . 'I'
: -
both days, so | shall miss - ]
the festival, - &

enjoy the spirit
| |
but my mother, and (/\Q ManiasilParekivsays she'll 3
daughter Nirvi will | ﬁ:} iiss celelirating the festival o

of the festival in
celebrate it there. in Gujarat thisyear

j,{{: ] - r'r h‘ 13
. n
| used to get my manjha
made by an expert: Jay Soni
| take a day off for these two days whenever
| am shooting. As a child, | lived in Navsari
(Gujarat) and used to get my manjha made by a
specialist. Puri raat jaag ke minimum 40 kites ke
kinya bandhte the. Now | celebrate the festival
in Mumbai and have continued my tradition
of reaching the terrace early in the morning,
with speakers, kites and manjha. My morning
starts with fafda-jalebi and khaman and
then umbadiyu. Throughout the day, we
keep munching on bor, chikki, mamra
laddoo and til ke laddoo as energy

sources to ensure that | shout
“lapet” the loudest (laughs).
| gert very

n competitive during

kite fights every year, but
mujhe sabse zyada maza

luti hui patang udane mein
aata hai —Jay Soni

St

n | enjoy the spirit of the festival in
Ahmedabad as the entire sky is
filled with colourful kites —manasiParekh

I cherish the tradition
of haldi-kumkum
during Sankranti:

Sonali Kulkarni

During my childhood in Pune, the tradition
of flying kites wasn't as prevalent as it
is in Mumbuai. Instead, we celebrated
Makar Sankranti with different
customs. We'd distribute til-gud,
and my mom would make til-
gudachi wadi, kadak ladoo and
soft ones, too. | enjoyed gulachi
poli, a dish I've mastered
thanks to my mother. Another
tradition | cherish is haldi-
kumkum, where women would
host gatherings, exchange
vaan — small, useful items
like spoons, matchboxes or
blouse pieces as tokens of
appreciation. | still follow
this tradition. What makes
Sankranti unique is its
celebration of the colour
black... a rarity in Indian
festivals.

| would help my friends

make kites: Sai Tamhankar

While | hardly flew kites myself, | would help
my friends make kites. We would dress up
in traditional clothes and go door-to-door
visiting neighbours and teachers to
distribute tilguls. This year | am going
to be working on Makar Sankranti, so
| will go with my dabba of tilguls for my
' friends on set.

As I'm working
on Makar
Sankranti, I'll go
with my dabba of
tilguls for my
friends on set

—5ai Tamhankar

P
n 1u|'.“,rh.__}5-

makes

Sankranti unique is its

celebration of the

colour black... a

rarity in Indian

festivals

—Sonali Kulkarni

- Inputs by Onkar Kulkarni
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Tiku Talsania recuperating post health scare

iku Talsania is doing much better and recuperating well at a Mumbai hospital, his
I danghter and actor Shikha Talsania said on Sunday. Bﬂckg rﬂund: Reports of Tiku Talsania's
The actor was last Sharing an update about the Hungama actor’s health, Shikha Talsania thanked hospitalisation started doing the rounds on social media on
SR the 2024 fans and wrote, “It's been an emotional time for all of us but we are happy to share that Saturday. Earlier, it was reported that the 70-year-old actor
family comedy / dad is doing much better now and he is recuperating well. We are grateful to the suffered a heart attack, but his wife Deepti Talsania later
Vicky Vidya Ka A doctors and staff at the hospital for everything that they have done and to his told the media that he had a brain stroke.
fans for all the love that's come our way in abundance.” PTI

e ‘T- 2] ‘I..

"I TATA I TATA

i"’i MUMBAI ‘ ' ' P’I MUMBAI ' '
D TATA !, MARATHON TATA

1% January, 2025 1% January, 2025

Chonge begon here Change begon here

E IDFC FIRST
Bank

rMatara

Associals Sponsor

RIDING CAN BE
AS CLEAN AS RUNNING.

Embrace the clean lifestyle with VIDA V2, the Electric
Two-Wheeler partner of Tata Mumbai Marathon 2025.

BEL-
KAYANO™

Vs
Hﬂ v It
™ E
K e

- o,
» AR : e il
asSdna Nnaines
; o Wl ,.:_:-...=_: e \. - | e e ] br 3

AAn gty
augh

= o

A
it

Masaba Gupta . e ) : e
and Satyadeep 0~ . | ~ - . N —

Misra

-

/ V
= Get Race Ready With
V I D A ASICS Running Club Mumbai
#MAKEWAY powersd by Hero

ASICS STORES: Phoenix High Street Lower Parel « Yiviana Mafl Thane » Nexus Seawoods » Infiniti Mall Malad
Linking Hoad = Oberoi Mall = B City Mall Ghatkopar = Jio World Drmva » Amall Thane » Colaba » Phoanix Mall Kurla

LIVE 19th Jan 2025
6:45 a.m. onwards PO
TELECAST ON -
dpinll Tillin S Pring Partee Suppanaed by Promoted by Sl Tikle Sponscd Pring Pastres Supponied by Promated by

TATA : TATA :
CONSULTANCY THE TIMES ‘ m CONSULTANCY | II! FiMES ‘ - ‘
m SERVICES ~ROCAM SERVICES OF LaLHA PRIOCAM

Regiztared Participants can callect thedr Bibt fram
YVEMUE DATE & TIME

asaba Gupta, who recently welcomed her
M first child with Satvadeep Misra in Octo-

ber, revealed her daughter’'s name. In an
Instagram post, the designer-actor wrote, “3
months with my Matara. The name embodies the
divine feminine energies of 4 Hindu goddesses,
celebrating their strength and wisdom. Also, the
star of our eves (sic).”
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(2019)

Rajvaadi Odhni, filmed on
Alia Bhatt in Kalank, and

sung beautifully by Jonita
Gandhi, has a Sankranti
vibe to it. Written by
Amitabh Bhattacharya
and composed by Pritam,
the song has a vibrant and
upbeat tempo that makes
you want to fly a kite.

UDI UDI
JAYE, RAEES
(2017)

Udi Udi Jaye, filmed on
Shah Rukh Khan and
Mahira Khan in Raees,
and sung beautifully

by Sukhwinder Singh,
Bhoomi Trivedi and
Karsan Sagathia, has

a festive vibe to it.

The track portrays the
tradition of kite-flying (in
Gujarat) with colourful
visuals, and it gradually
proceeds into a garba
session. The film also has
an iconic dialogue by
SRK: "Agar katne ka darr
hota naa toh patang nahi
vdata, firki pakadta.”

MANJA,
KAI PO CHE!
(2013)

The film's title is based
on the popular kite-flying
catchphrase - kai po che. The
chartbusting song Manja talks
about how to rebuild faith
in life. Penned by Swanand
Kirkire, and composed and
sung by Amit Trivedi and
Mohan Kanan, it celebrates
friendships and how to
handle curveballs
that life throws
at you.

AMBARSARIYA, FUKREY (2013)

Ambarsariya, sung by Sona Mohapatra and composed by Ram Sampath,
is a love ballad that went on to top charts. In the song, the kite plays an
important role (that of a messenger) in Priya (Priya Anand) and Honey

GAYEE RE,
1947: EARTH
(1998)

In this song, Dilnawaz
(Aamir Khan) teaches
Shanta (Nandita

Das) to fly a kite. In
Deepa Mehta's period
classic, set against

the background of the
partition, this celebratory
number, sung by
Sukhwinder Singh and

composed by AR Rahman,

captures the essence
of Makar Sankranti
perfectly.

DHEEL DE,
HUM DIL
DE CHUKE
SANAM
(1999)

This iconic Makar
Sankranti track comes
at a turning point in the
film, right after Sameer
(Salman Khan) kisses
Mandini (Aishwarya Rai)
on her hand. Giving due
importance to the role
of manjha in kite-flying,
Dheel De De Re Bhaiya
is the perfect track to
challenge your buddies to
a kite-flying war.

nth finishes third at Dubar
racmg event, celebs pour love

@ajithlkoumar_offll

LA fires spark concern

™ ¥

amimg_‘HoIIywood stars

amil actor Ajith Kumar, who
15 known for films such as Val-
imai and Citizen, finished
third at the 24H Dubai racing event
on Sunday. Last week, the actor had a
crash during practice sessions, leav-
ing fans worried. His recent win be-
came a celebratory moment for fans
and peers alike.

R Madhavan, who was present at
the races, took to Instagram to
share his excitement. The 3 Idiots
actor posted a picture of Ajith wav-
ing the Indian flag and wrote,

Miley Cyrus
took to

My soul aches for

Snoop Dogg gives

‘E:EIF{}EEL EFI [é] E[l]‘i:] SSD IJ_:E Eai%rliUF those experiencing instagram out free clothes to
‘DREAM! H ; ). an IR to share . . -
incredible real HERO (sic).” th,is devastation: arief cveritis wildfire victims
Madhavan also shared a behind- Mllﬂy Cyrus devastation Snoop Dogg has stepped
the-scenes glimpse of the moment L - s - that has forward to support those
Ajith celebrated his win with fel- g P consumed LA. affected by the wildfires. The
low racers, calling it a “proud mo- In a post she rapper's clothing store has
ment for India.” wrote, "This announced that it would offer
Kamal Haasan and Rajinikanth image hits ; free clothes to help victims.
Eﬂﬁﬂ posted on }i to congratulate me hard in “We are devastated and send
Ajith. Meanwhile, Naga Chaitan- the heart today. This is a photo taken of my our condolences to those who
va, who is a big racing fan, wrote front porch in 2018 after losing our house in have been affected by these
on Insta, "Ajith sir!! What a jour- the Woolsey fires. It's a feeling you don't ever fires. Please stop by and pick
ney what a win (sic)!” forget... My soul aches for those who are up some clothing that we have
TNN experiencing this devastation firsthand and | available to get you and your
cry for my city. It's beyond heartbreaking. Los family through these trying
Angeles represents ‘living the dream’ but the times free of charge,” the
reality today is wreckage and destruction.” store's Instagram
post read.

Ajith Huﬁmar re-started his motor racing -:are;r recently and
debuted at 24H Dubai

e B R B R B b i e

Rajinikanth £ l

@rapvikanth L — .
Cﬁngratulationﬁ my dear #Ajithkumar.

Beyonce to donate $2.5
million to LA fire relief

: ess. Love you. Beyonce has come out to aid
You made It. God bl RMadhava? : _ Al : communities impacted by the
was present a - deadly wildfires in Los Angeles.
y Ajith's race and HE~.E.::~l fc-l:r.mwcli :ttilt;nsl':us :Ied ggegl ti:SJ
What a man... as he says ‘DREAMS shared BTS pics | [ donate $2.5 million (z21.59¢r
DO COME TRUE'... an incredible s | ) approx) to help families
real HERO e —— . - - rebuild after they've suffered

devastating losses.




