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As children, the®
festival of
‘Sankranti was all
about the food and
excitement; but, as
‘we grow older, it's
the bonding and
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We need more awareness
about cybercrime: Jacqueliene

visits a Bengaluru
market, where she
selectsfloWBisLo
adorn her home
and celebrate the
harvest festival
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S, ukmini Vasanth is thrilled to be home
) R with her family after a hectic shoot
iy schedule. “It's been a while since I've
celebrated the occasion with family, so eve-
rvone’s really happy I'm home. Although
our celebrations are smaller now — lim-
ited to just our household — they're still
meaningtul. As kids, it was all about
ey the food and excitement, but as we
grow older, it's the bonding and time
spent with loved ones that matters
the most. The elders in the family
come together, and we soak in the
spirit of new beginnings — that'’s
reason enough to love Sankranti,”
she tells us. Excerpts:
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time spent withiy

The reason |
decided to be a
part of Fateh is

because the story is
about an issue that
really affects
people. Cybercrime
is a threat to
society and there
needs to be more
awareness
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...Onkar Kulkarni

acqueliene Fer-
J nandez has divert-

ed from her glam-
Orous onscreen im dge
for her latest film Fateh.
The actress, who plays
an ethical hacker in the
movie directed by Sonu
Sood, talks about why
plaving this role came
naturally to her.

Sonu is a true
artiste and put
together a strong
team that helped
bring his vision

to life... He would
take us around
and share stories
about his

hometown
- On working with Sonu Sood
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Jacqueliene
Fernandez with
Sonu Sood in a

still from Fateh
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Suniel Shetty set to make his Tulu
debut with Roopesh Shetty’s next

@roopesh_shetty_official

... Vinay Lokesh

ollywood star Suniel Shetty is
venturing into Tulu cinema
with Jai, directed by and co-
starring Roopesh Shetty. The actor
begins filming in the coastal region
post Sankranti.
Roopesh Shetty says, “Suniel
Shetty had long expressed interest
in Tulu cinema. When I presented
him with the script and character,
his attention to detail amazed me
— it’s what makes him such a great
actor and explains his illustrious
career. We're thrilled to have him
on board, and I can't wait to work
with him on set, His role complete-
ly transforms the film.” o
Roopesh adds, “Jai 1s a political
thriller, centred around a specific
issue in a village. Given Suniel’s
Mangaluru roots, we want him to
provide the voice-over to ensure :
authenticity.” f

Grateful that we are safe as
of now: Preity on LA fires

@realpz S
- I addressed the devastation that

has consumed the city. In a poston X,
the actress wrote, “I never thought [
would live to see a day where fires would
ravage neighbourhoods around us in
LA, friends & families either evacuated
or put on high alert, ash descending
from smoggy skies like snow & fear &
uncertainty about what will happen it
the wind does not calm down with tod-
dlers and grandparents with us. I'm
hearthroken at the devastation around
us and grateful to god that we are safe as
" of now. My thoughts and prayers to peo-
ple that are displaced and have lost eve-
rything in these fires. Hope the wind
dies down soon and the fires are con-
tained. A big thank you to the fire de-
partment, fire fighters & everyone else
helping to save lives & property. Stay
safe.”
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Roopesh
Shetty and
Suniel
Shetty

reity G Zinta, who lives in LA
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Claim based on considering 2 teaspoons (10g) Sugar = 40 keal. Approx. energy expenditure by B0 kg man in walking 4 km/hr =180 keal/ hr (Dietary Guidelines for
Indians - A Manual, NIN, ICHMR, 2011). *Fitness refers to moderate sugar intake, a balanced diet and exercise. Just 1g Sugar Free™ Green gives the sweetness as
5g of table sugar. This helps cut down on sugar intake and associated calories, without compromising sweetness, *Product contains Steviol Glycoside which is
derived from natural source |.e. Stevia plant leaves. *Get 40 g Sugar Free™ Green in MRP Rs.linclusive of all taxes) 84.00. Refer product pack for more details.
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Until the racing season s on, |
won't be signing films: Ajlth

I participating in the 24H racing se-
ries, said he has time to focus on rac-
ing after completing two films. “For A KRacing #DubalRaceWeske
now, [ plan to pursue motorsports, not | .o <hchandras

just as a driver but as a team owner as .
well. Until the racing season is on, |
won't be signing films. Between Octo-
ber until March, before the racing sea-
son commences, I will probably do
films,” he said.

While, Ajith has decided to step
back from driving for his team Ajith
EKumar Racing in the Dubai 24H
race, he will drive for Ajith Kumar
Racing by Razoon in Porsche Cay-
man GT4 in the event.

Celebrities have been sharing
their wishes for the actor’s racing
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(thkumar gajithKumarkacing # #24hdubai
srid HRacing

narare interaction w 1th the me-

Ajith Kumar

HA|

venture on social media. TN
vishnuvijay o
U] wishp .,.Il,l'll Ay m
[ oy siakarthikeyan @ Best wishes ty th
w @siva Kartieeyan —_— passion HAjithi & Man who stands for his
Kumar ume
dear HAJIthRU -"i"-":'-uth?':n.lrnu.rﬂulu-; b

Wuﬁhlngthe hest,
the 24H Series in

dicati
355 o aﬂhlwg N

Dubail Your unwauenng ;
jan continue to inspir
immense successin

Breakmg Bad house has

] Beach time,
= g sunshine and
een put onsale for $4M et sing
! & marked ALIA
== T he modest suburban home used as Walter White's family abode in BHATT's
Breaking Bad is officially on the market for $4M (over 34 crore) — al- o
. most 10 times the median sale price in its neighbourhood. Homeowner THAILAND visit
. Joanne Quintana said that the house’s popularity among tourists who were and her latest
- ’&_ fans of the acclaimed TV series had come at a cost to her family's quality of phﬂtﬂ. dump
life, The Guardian reported. “This was our family home from 1973, almost 52 .
”,‘":...‘ % Iuﬁlr':t;:gls h:ﬂ?’::::iﬂf: n:;'::e' years,” she told local TV station. “So we're going to walk away with just our has left us with
5 Pt memories, It's time to move on. We're done. There's no reason to fight any wanderlust
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Today’s Ratings:
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or more letters can you
make from the letters
shown in today's puzzle?
In making a word, a letter
can be used as many
times as it appears in the
puzzle. Each word must
contain the central letter.
There should be at least
one seven letter word,
Plurals, foreign words
and proper narmes are not
allowed. British English
Dictionary is used as
reference.
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. Maw IF YOU COULD JUST PILE ITALL
IN THE SHAPE OF A SNOWMAN...
THATD BEGREAT'

be mindful of self-destructive behaviours disguised
as fun. Question your values and rights, and take
this time to organise your affairs.

GEMINI: You may face challenges in both your
personal and professional life. However, this is an
ideal time to plan for the future and get organised,
particularly in your communications. This could be
one of the more difficult days, but it's an opporiu-
nity to lay the groundwork for progress.

CANCER: Bold, decisive action will help you con-
solidate your aspirations and achieve impressive
results. This is an excellent time for creativity and
exploring new leisure activities. Spiritual connec-
tions could also play a key role.

LEO: Change is constant, and you may soon realise
that decisions made earlier were based on incom-
plete information. New insights will allow you to
reassess your situation and lay a stronger founda-
tion for future security.

VIRGOD: Beware of knee-jerk reactions that could
prevent you from seizing lucrative opportunities.
Now is a time to reflect on how certain people have
impacted your life, and whether those influences
have been beneficial or not. Focus on finding the

your life's purpose. Focus on improvements in your
work and health, and take time to rest when need-
ed. You'll be able to identify what changes are
necessary for better fulfiliment.

SAGITTARIUS: A timely call or email could bring
practical, helpful advice. You may feel more comfort-
able as changes occur, especially in your work life.
You may have to confront your tendency to see the
darker side of things, but the new path will feel right.
CAPRICORN: Lingering dissatisfaction with author-
ity figures may reach a turning point now. Unex-
pected financial surprises may arise, encouraging
you to take some risks. A deeper understanding of
your life's purpose may also emerge.

AQUARIUS: Honour your duty in work-related situ-
ations, even if they're uncomfortable. Stand your
ground and let others express their emotions. This
is a time to make bold career moves and consider
innovative approaches to your direction,

PISCES: It's your last chance to address any bound-
ary issues in your relationships. Reflect on whether
the dynamics are helping or hindering your goals.
Take responsibility for your role in these relation-
ships, and decide if you need to make changes.

64 Mark on a dalmatian's
coat

65 Detective Monaghan
in Laura Lippman

24 Roasted, hosted, or
toasted

25 Spanish “those”

28 Greet from afar

55 Roof overhang

b6 Varieties

60 Poseidon's realm
61 “Mo clue,” for short
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Mark the date, celebrate the art [* it
Ceceeeg = 1. § (boks

_Arka Das & Raima Ganguly

esktop calendars are the secret sauce to lighting up every drab 'hDHES
D corner of your office or home, offering just that little dash of handling dates,
colour through a drawing, a fun cartoon or a moment of insight
through a photograph. And have these evolved! Gone are the plain date- these calendars
trackers — a 2025 spread could well be an artistic keepsake brimming feel personal.
with personality. More than just marking days, these calendars bring You gEi' to IJIEI"I
fun and inspiration to your everyday spaces. an d Wl'i te il'l
COCCLCOEeEeeecereee your oun
handwriting.
People tend to
love that

- Alicia Sovza

<< Kolkata-based Mad Bongs collective has come up with a
calendar of 12 otherworldly spirits, a spine-chilling one for
each month. Most of them are quintessentially Bengali

ATy TRITATTAST
W o o AW

= L L LT 3 Sahib Bhoot ey a6ie A canvas of one’s own
[ Virf " =28 T UM MO TUE WED THU 1 SAT |
R T LR NG ) s £ A """ v e o oustle of the metropoki, | 1 Bengaluru-based artist Alicia Souza, known for her vibrant
g i e 17 1 P inthadak eane ?T;at.,f;“f;f,‘;h,“ﬁf;mf- oW o 1 cartoons, is redefining calendars as delightful keepsakes.
L S0 232 23 T As | froze, it spoke, while clearing its throat, A L A A . Her latest creation, Bits and Bobs, is a desktop calendar
27 o TS RGP  wae =] There's nothing o fear boy, and don't you crb, N T perched atop a box that doubles up as a drawer, and is
TR e o S EERRREY M s S s T gl filled with stickers. The calendar also comes with a habit
s | S tracker. Each year, she experiments with designs to keep
G v 1 A ) e ) e things fresh.
W ¥ ¥ ¥ e e e ¢ Y e Y W W W If fhe uisuals are ﬁ;;rcﬂ:rﬂulrrﬁ.h':-w:
Ode to alegend e SR
R e hmgmm captivating, these S e b - .
£, * tocaind e Bempai. Batabliaked . -
in Kolkata celebrates calendars can outlast their S a5
Satyajit an'sldwertsrf one-year purpose and turn | g e
ggg;?;ﬂ:?::d‘;ﬂh; into keepsakes. Table el e b g s g
2025 edition, curated by calendars can add to the e o il
his filmmaker son Sandip aesthetics of a workspace S e s -
Ray, highlights his lesser- i ecbmclapeal abramirmmsts
known role as a graphic - Arvind Raj o it s e o

[mnpsiise

artist, showcasing 12 rare
illustrations he created for
various authors.

Capturing

:rl:fedf'_l:; Chamraipes Cityscape in watercolour & ,
Ind kQqj m Lnamraj i o T
The 12 pen, hasbeencrofingcalendars | Ars(eacherSaritho Aeyscalendar stk o
brush and Emrnﬁéfafegﬂﬁé?é?;ﬁt Namma Bengaluru, it features landmarks of the ‘pﬁﬂm’ aisa, peltle jﬂ’uﬂ f
ink illustrations wildlife, Showcasing stunning 1r;:itmr Iiki Cubben‘fqu and KR Mtérket. "gunﬁd !
% O Capture our City s essence and conn Wi
hand p icked by ?gztru Egésg:: ﬁF.’?::mn I?;%I.:;E;ch people through art,” she says. SH “.ﬁp.#
SAICH Ray ecsene, Dudiinet Nation The demand for wall sercIAL
allow us to look at Park, and the Jim Corbett ) b ts Saptadhatuposhan
the master's National Park, each page calendars is declining and awakens your senses,
brings forth exotic moments e i : Energises your actions
illustration stvle pring ; . table calendars is increasing.
I !-.5 " y in nﬂture Whlle Shurln:g M t Il fh k th i Coution: To be token under medical supendsion.
with new vigour fascinating details about any rell me iney keep Tthe
< Piriaki Dy designarand animals and their habitats. calendars year-round just for the
member, Ray Society artwork - Saritha Ajay

Kiranraj Kis now
engaged to girl pal

Anaya Vasudha It's reunion season and
everyone’s invited

I isa Kudrow and Mira Sorvino, playing twin los-

CHANDRANI PEARLS

PEARL ¢ SILVER e GOLD

ers in the road-trip classic Romy And Michele’s

High School Reunion, borrow a Jaguar sedan
and tell their batch mates a bizarre lie - that they in-
vented the Post-It note. It's just one of the many des-
perate things they do to fit into the universe they
would have happily left behind.

[t's a sentiment that feels familiar. After all, it is
that time of the vear, when many of us will either
face our worst fears or relive our fondest memo-
ries. Depending on how we spent the most colour-
ful vears of our lives.

High school and college reunions, almost al-
ways, elicit mixed responses. From the incredu-
lous: ‘Are vou mad? to "Of course, I will!” And eve-
rything in between. And while there is no official
data on this, it could be safe to assume that even
for those who do RSVP in the affirmative, there
would be a fair amount of panic attacks mixed
with jovial all-encompassing joie de vivre as D-Day
draws near.

This Pongal shine bright
with our exclusive jewellery.

~——HAPPY PONGAL——

There has always been a certain anxiety about
school reunions (more so over the college ones).
On one hand there is that pervasive need to hold
up our lives against that of celebs, friends, peers,

T g even family. On the other, there are those awkward
moments as spouses and exes meet, and notes ex-
.. Madhu Daithota uru on Sunday. His fiancee, changed on chapters that you would rather not re-
R A informs Kiranraj, is a classi- visit.
trip to the UK last cal dancer and runs a The most daunting aspect of reunions is the
A}‘ear to study anima- Bharatnatyam institute in possibility of being ‘judged’ based on past selves,
tion also made 777 UK. “Her family emigrated and an assessment of recent ‘achievements’-a
Chartfie fame director Kiran- to Britain decades ago and busy Linkedin profile, an upscale home, a startup
raj K meet the love of hislife.  are settled there. Incidental- to your name and kids doing summer camps in Eu-
“I spent a few months in Iy, Anaya’s family also rope perhaps? It is a report card which many of us
the UK to pursue my ] hails from Kasargod, could do without.
course and was intro- which also is the But then again, this could be the exact therapy
duced to Anaya Vas- [ place I'm from and we need: to face these fears, once and for all. Like
udha during the Y that’s another bind- farewells, reunions tend to be bittersweet. The bit-
time. We clicked in- ing factor. My moth- ter bit cannot always be changed. The sweetness
stantly and both of us er 1s extremely happy lingers in the carrving-on, in the despite-whatever,
have the same outlook to- to see me settling down in the right spirit.
wards life. We love what we and I'm looking forward to If nothing else, there would always be those sil-
do but are equally family ori-  this new phase of my life,” ly, laugh-aloud moments, blurry group photos and
ented. She is a lovely per- smiles Kiranraj, who is now the sweet mist of nostalgia to hold on to.
son,” says Kiranraj who got working on his next film KAMMANAHALLI KORAMANGALA MALLESHWARAM

engaged to Anaya in Mangal- ~ which s a bilingual. Agree? Disagree? Got a POV idea? Write to us at: pov@timesofindia.com +91 91470 90618 +91 91470 90617 +91 91470 93115
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BACK BEAT

‘Sankrantl evokes memories of
funand festive preg aratlon

CONTINUED FROM =1 {

‘SANKRANTI BRINGS BACK SO MANY WARM AND
CHERISHED CHILDHOOD MEMORIES'

My sister Yashoda and I always found Sankranti to be such a
fun festival. Our mother would task us with preparing baskets
of vellu, bella, sakre acchu and kabbu for friends and neigh-
bours. Dressed in our traditional best, we'd proudly distribute
them on our own — it made us feel so grown up! I still remem-
ber our trips to Malleshwaram to pick out the baskets. We'd get
s0 excited choosing from the different colours, shapes, and sizes.
My sister and I would argue, saving, ‘Adu nandu ! (That basket
is mine!) whenever we found the prettiest ones.

‘WHENEVER | SEE SUGARCANE, IT
REMINDS ME OF SANKRANTY

Every vear, the Sankranti festivities

would start with my grandpa bringing in

heaps of kabbu and cutting it into small

pieces for Yashoda and me. It was such a

treat! [ remember, when I was around 10, I

told him, ‘I'm a grown-up now, I can eat it on

my own!’ Since then, kabbu and 1 have had our own lit-
tle love story. Even today, whenever I see kabbu, it in-
stantly reminds me of Sankranti and the beautiful en-
ergy of the festival.

‘THIS FESTIVAL IS ALL
ABOUT NEW BEGINNINGS'

I'm looking forward to a peacetul and fulfilling year.
With some promising projects on the horizon, I'm
looking forward to what's next. And, of course,
I'll be indulging in lots of kosambri (vegetable
salad) this Sankranti.

Karthikeyan Sairam

RUKMINI
VASANTH
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‘Sankranti

: \ is a time for
Although our sharing and
celebrations are goodwill’

smaller now,
limited to just our
household, they're
still meaningful

-
Pl

“| remember, some years ago, | was
taking a cab to a place around
Sankranti and the driver gave me
a packet of yellu-bella when |
was getting off. It's a Sankranti
memory | hold dear even
today,” says Rukmini.

Timothee
Chalamet

also served as musical
guests, a group that includes
legendary figures such as
Paul Simon, Ray Charles,
Elton John and Britney
Spears. What sets Chalamet

imothee Chalamet is
set to make history by
serving as both the
host and musical guest on an
upcoming episode of Satur-
day Night Live (SNL). This
marks a rare achlevement in apart, however, 1s that,

the long history of the show, unlike his predecessors, he
as Chalamet becomes only the  is not primarily known for
fifth non-musician to take on his singing or musical

both roles in the show's 50- talents. The last time a non-
vear history singer held both positions

T

The A Complete Unknown  was in 1995, when footballer
Deion Sanders took on the
ANI

actor will join an esteemed

list of SNL hosts who have dual roles,

“As you know, where |
live is on fire right
now. This is literally
where | live,
everything - the
market | shop in, the
&~ schools my kids go to,
Alec Baldwin's fri s, many, many,
lawsuit accuses 5 m;,%:, ny, many

prosecutors of  friendshave lost their

Alec sues prosecuters
for malice in Rust case

violating his homes ndw" she said
constitutional @ on The Tonight Show
rights through .. 1T
“improper use of ' AT
the criminal

process”

ico prosecutors and law enforcement officials of wag-
ing a “malicious prosecution” against him after the fa-
tal shooting of a cinematographer on the Rust film set. Their in-
voluntary manslaughter case against Baldwin in the shooting
death of the cinematographer, Halyna Hutchins, came to a dra-
matic end in July during his trial. The judge found that the
state had withheld evidence from the defense, and dismissed
the case without the potential for it to be retried. “There is no
way for the court to right this wrong,” the judge said in dismiss-
ing the case, as Baldwin wept in the courtroom.

Baldwin's lawsuit accuses prosecutors of violating his
constitutional rights through “improper use of the criminal
process.” His lawyers accused the prosecutors of a series of
violations, claiming that they had failed to disclose evidence
to the defense on several occasions, had pursued the case to
promote their “personal agendas or professional ambitions™
and had failed to pursue all lines of the inquiry as they tried
to “manufacture” a case against Baldwin. New York Times

A lec Baldwin filed a lawsuit recently accusing New Mex-

CONTINUED FROM =1

Bjacquelienefernandez

‘Thrllled
N for the®
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Jacqueliene
Fernandez

dlffe'ren
side of

“De-glamis usually =
how | am at home, so
playing this character

came naturally to
me because this is

the real me that my

friends and family
know," Jacqueliene shares

‘THIS IS THE REAL ME'

Talking about her de-glam avatar in
the film, she says, “De-glam is usually
how I am at home, so playing this char-
acter came naturally to me because
this is the real me that my friends and
family know.”

focuses on spreading awareness about
cybercrime. “The reason I decided to
be a part of the film is because the sto-
ry is about an issue that really affects !
people. Cybercrime is a threat to socie- ' a v
ty, and there needs to be more aware-
ness about it,” she savs,

‘FATEH IS A PROJECT I'M
INCREDIBLY EXCITED ABOUT

About her expectations from the action
thriller, the actress shares, “Fateh
marks an exciting start to the vear for
me, The story, the action and the emo-
tions are all so powerful, and I'm

Jacqueliene says she 1s glad this film

Jacqueline

. Fernandez with

* Sonu Sood in a BTS
Wi shot from Fateh

true artiste and put together a strong
team that helped bring his vision to
life. Shooting in Punjab was a whole-
some experience. Sonu would take us
around and share stories about his
hometown. The food there was abso-
Iutely soul-satisfying!”

thrilled for the audience to see a differ-
ent side of me. It's a project I'm incred-
ibly excited about.”

‘SHOOTING IN PUNJAB WAS A
WHOLESOME EXPERIENCE’
sharing her experience of working
with Sonu, Jacqueliene says, “He is a

Halle donates
her closet to help
wildfire victims

alle Berry is donating
her entire closet to
help victims of the

California wildfires. The ac-
tress sprung into action after
seeing fellow screen star Sha-
ron Stone post an appeal for

In a post, Halle wrote,
“I'm packing up my entire
closet and heading over to
the Coop! It vou live in the
Southern California area, I
urge vou to do the same.
We're collecting gently used
donations to help those who clothing for kids, men, wom-
have lost everything in the en, children, people that
disaster, which has claimed 10 have been displaced, affect-
lives and burned thousands ed by the fire. We have
of homes to the ground in sweaters, jeans, new socks,
southern California. shoes, clothes, blankets...”

Halle Berry

I'm packing up my entire closet and
donating it. This is something we can
do to help all of the displaced families
that are in need of the basics - Halle Berry

Jamie Lee Curtis donates

<8.5 cr to LA fire relief efforts

the Pacific Palisades neighbour-
hood of Los Angeles where wild-
fires have engulfed many homes and
properties, has donated $1 million (¥8.5
crore) to the cityv's disaster relief efforts.
“We are in contact with Governor News-
om, Mayor Bass and Senator Schiff,”
Jamie, who confirmed her street
and house were safe, wrote in a
Jan 9 Instagram post, “And [ will
post often about where you can
send needed resources to reputa-
ble agencies.”

In her caption, the 66-year-
old, wrote, “As the fire still rages
on and @calfire imlosangelesfirede-

partment and all the available first re-
sponders and agencies involved in fight-
ing fire and saving lives are still hard at
work and neighbors and friends are
banding together to save each other, my
husband and | and our children have
pledged 81 million from our Family Foun-
dation to start a fund of support for our
great city and state and the great people
who live and love there.” Since the LA
fires began raging on Jan 7, Jamie has
continued to speak out on the tragic loss
amid the city, sharing photos and videos
of destroved buildings and neighbour-
hoods. She tearfully appeared on The To-
night Show and urged people to help com-
munities affected by the fires. TN

J amie Lee Curtis, who resides in

nntuda ;
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donating 51 milli
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