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Saudi Forelgn Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan

on Sunday called for the
lifting of sanctions on Syria,
saying the curbs hindered
the couniry’s rebullding
andd development.

He made the call at a press
briefing afier high-level meetings
oa Syria in Rivadh.

"We stressed the mportance
of lifting umikateral amd interma-
tional sanctions imposed on Syria,
a5 thelr continuation hinders the

aspiriions of the Syrian people 1o

/ JirBriet

- ROHINGYA CAUSE

Civil society groups are
maobilizing to save more than
104 Hohingva refugees rescued
off Sl Lanka last month. P8

INDUSTRIES GAIN

Saudl Arabia i distributing
s £2.668 hilllon stapdardized
Incentive program Hexibly
Across mndustries 1o maximise
impact, said a senior official. P12

BOXING MAGAZINE

Boxing Magazine 1= sof [or o new
era under the stewardship of Turk
Al-5heikh, head of the Gemeral
Entertanment Authority., P18
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Saudl Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Forhan with top diplamats from the Middle East and Eurape during Sunday's meetings In Riyadh on Syrin, < 0K S5a8 0
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'RIYADH MEETINGS ON SYRIA

Saudi foreign minister calls
for Syria sanctions to be lifted

Continuation of global curbs hinders aspirations of Syrians to rebuild their nation, says Prince Faisal

achieve development and reoon-
struction,” Frince Faisal said.

The Rivadh mweetings on Syria
were attendded b represeniatives
i a number of counines iom
the Middie East amd bevond,
including Syria, Jordan, Lebanon,
and Turkive, as well as the UR
and the US Officials from the
GCC, EDand UN also took part.

Recently appointed Foreign
Minlstes Asaadd Hasssan
Al-Shaibani  represented Syria's
teadership al the meecting.

In his remarks o the press,
Prince Faisal said that participants
webcoimed the positive steps made
by the new Symian administration,

FAST FACT

The meeatings in Rivadh were
attended by representatives of
a number of countries from the
Middle East as wall as the UK
and the US, OFficials from the

GCC, EU and UN also took part.

such as embracing “joint dialogue
and  commitment to  combai
e Froresn.”

The Saudi forewgn monester said
the mecting soughi to provide
support and advice to the new
leadership in a way that respects
thelr independence and takes

into account that the future of the
country is for the Syrian people.

“We also siressed the mmpor-
fance of continuing  hemanid-
tarian and economic  suppor
in the Aeld of the Syrian state
spchileving stability, reconstrac-
tion, and prepanng the appio-
priate cnvironment for the retum
of thie Syvrian refupees.” he added.

Officials from the EU  and
Grermany spoke about the state
of sanctions Imposed on the
country,

Crermean Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock called for
a  “smart  approach”  saying:
“sanciions A RS Aamael

COMMITMENT

CHILL OUT RIYADH: FROM WILD WEST
THRILLS TO STARLIT NIGHTS page s

henchmen who committed serious
crimees must remain in place.”

Baerbock announced  thai
Crermsany will spend €50 million
(#5013 millien) on humanitarian
el for Syna, and addeds “"The key
icr a safe Syria lies in the reglon,
bt first of all in the hands of all
SYTIANS"

saudi Arabia also condemned
Israel's decision to expand settle-
ments in the oocupled Golan
Hedghts and called on the global
cormmunity o denounce [sracl
violations of Syria’s territorial
integrity, reaffirming that the
ares 8 Syrian Arab land under
oCCapation.

&FINALLY
LYNA RHOUDRI
URGESVOTING
AHEAD OF
CESAR
AWARDS
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MASSIVE FIRE

I5 Lilled in
aplosion

al Yemen

gas station

AP Ci

Am L'!-:|'I|.JI!-.I.-III"I al o EAas sk
trigEered a massive lire in central
Yoemen. kitling at least 15 peogle,
health officials said on Sunday.

The explosion occurred in the
Zaher district in the province of
Bayda, the Houthi-run Health
Ministry sald in a statement.

At least 67 others were
injured, including 40 in critical
condition

The ministry =akl rescuc
teams were searching for those
reparted missing,

Fesaligae
massive fire that sent columns
of smoke into the sky and lefd
viehiches charmed and buming.

onlime  showed 2

FAST FACT

The explosion cocurred in the
Zaher district in the province
of Bayda, the Houthi-run
Health Ministry said.

Elzewhere In Bawda, the
Hlaostithis  attacked and looked
Hanaka Al-Masoud village in the
Al-Qurayshiya district last week,
acconding to the internationally
recognlzed government,

Informalion Minister
Moammar Al-Ervani said the
attack came after a weeklong
saepe af e villagoe

“This homific attack targeted
citizens” homes and mosques
and resulted in many casualties,
including women and children,”
3= sabdd

Hights activist R Al-Dubai
said the Houthi= detained dozens
of men and looted homes, seidng
valuables such as gobd, money,
daggers, and other possessions.

Islam seeks ‘education for all, regardless of gender’

At a forum in Pakistan, MWL chief says women have ‘active presence in all spheres of life’

Usama Igbal Whawaja Isinmaoard

The head of the Muslim World
Leapue has reiterated the organi-
gatkons commitment © Woanen
and gy educatlon, telling an
intermational forum in Fakistan
that “the message of Islam s
i enlichten all, regardless of
Eerder”

Speaking at  the
in Islamabad on Saturday, D
Mohammed — Al-Issa, SO
ry-general of the MWL, sk

Crdferefce

| “Our Islamic faith has always

celebrated the education of every
Mustim, both male and female”

Any rescrvations about girds
education must e understood
s stemming from non-Islamic
crstoms that have no basisin the
Muslim Faith, he acked,

Al-Issa told delegates attending
the summit that anvone
ppposing education for women
“deviates from the global Mustim
COmmumnty,”

“Muslim women in Islam
have had a significant and active
presence in all spheres of libe—m

YMuslim womenin Islam

have had a slgnificant
amd active presence in
all spheresofllife — in
relizions matters, the
sClences, polltics,
Ceomoanics, and
socieinl affairs

throughout
history.

"—.lm

religions matters, the sciences,
poditics, economics, and societal
affairs throughout history” he
=aid.
The two-day conference,
“Girls' Education In Muslim
Commuinities; Challenges
and Opporfunities,” was
co-hosted by Pakistan and
the MWL,
Maore than 150 digni-
lares Irom 4
M ueslim and other
friencly states
attenced  the

foruim, which signed a consensiis
dlocument reaffirming that Islam
places no prohibition on women's
education.

Detalled report Foon 4
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Al the Standard Incentives
Program for the indusirial sector,

the Kingdom affirmed its commitment

to providing an attractive and globally
competitive investment envirenment

Lhal supports innovation.
Khalld Al Faléh

Saud| Frrestment mmester
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Riyadh
Cake candle

Hesa Perfumers workshop
sfErws participants how to make
a candle n a cake meld and
decorate it to look delicions.
Hedd on Jan 4. Jodn throaeh

experienoes.supli.oom

Jeddah
Ice shinting

Enjoy the thrill of gliding on
ice at Al-Shallal Theme Park’s
spacious skating rink, perfect
for all skill levels. For book-
ing detatls and more informa-
tHon, visit alshallal.com.sa.

e !
Riyadh
Hosale workshop

This two-hour art workshop
will stimulaie vour creativity
and] add a pew experience 1o
vour list, “Yalla Mosaic™ will he
hebd on Jan. 14, Join through
experiences, suplif.com.

AlUla
Arts festival

Vizat the AlULa Arts Fests-

val for dynamic exhibitions,
performances, workshops,
talks, and corated programs

at Al-Jadiclah Arts District,
showeasing renowned mlerna-
tional and regronal artists. Book
through experiencealulacom.

1 heRe

THE FECTURES THAT

olster

MARK THE DAY

audi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal hin Farhan met with

hiz Egypiian counterpan

Badr Abdetatty st the expanded

ministerial mesting on Svria in wiole on X,

Rivadh on Suniday.

During the meeting, they discussed
cooperation and other topics of
commeon interest, the Foreign Ministry

Meanwhile, Rivadh Gov. Prince
Faisal hin Bandar received Mohamed
Hamadhan Ruowange, ambassador-
diesignate of Kenyva to the Kingdom, in
Rivadh on Sunday.

I l)‘{ (1 .!‘F .%'Tmﬂdiﬂg Towdervs frol fopries explained by Afsdean Aziz

FESTIVAL BUZLZL

Rose

Paris iz gearing up for
an unforgettable musical
evening as BTS' J-Hope,
BlackPink's Rose, and Big-
Bang's G-Dragon joln an extraordinary
linewup for the Gala des Pieces Jaunes
2025,

The event, traditionally held at the
Accor Arend, will take place on Jan. 23
at the Paris La Defense Arena, Europe's

largest indoor venue that has a seating

figures, inciod-
ing Leighton

capacity of 35,0040, Meester,
The music festival will feature a mix Adam
of international talent, including Katy Hrody, Anina
Perry, John Legend, Burna Bov, Gims, Fars, Ricki
Lang Lang, Pretty Yende, and Orches- Lake, Cary
tre Lamoureux Orchestra, Ehwes andd
Hose 15 expected 1o deliver a mes- Cameran
merzng solo performance. Following | Mathison.
the release of her debut studio albwm, A souree
“"Rosic,” and its char-topping col- revealed 1o

Laboration with Bruno Mars, “APFT”
fans are eager to see her shine as a aolo
artisl. Roses previons Paris perfor-
mances with BlackPink let fans with
high expectations for her retum to

thie ity

1eRegion

Thve Midkebbe Fast Rovnelup

Abu Dhakbil continwes. The final
concert of the GOC leg of thelr
Music of the Spheres World
Tour will take place at Zayed
sports City on Jan. 4. Tickeis
are available at ticketmaster.ae.

Arab Mews J=ddon

& Concepl Big Brands Carnival
15 4 shopping destination where
mone than 300 brands offer dis-
counts of up to 75 percent. It is
o il Daabal World Trade Centre
from Jan. 13-17. More details on
chwic.com.

& “A way of surviving, a way of
life ..." exhibition in Abu Dhahi
showcases the Alm practice of

& Coldplays grand return (o Zineb Sedira spanning the vears

As wildfires continwe Lo
wreak havoo across South-
e California, Angelina
Jolie has opened her doors
to friends affected by the destmction.

The 49-year-old actress, known for
her contributions to humanitarian
causes, s providing refupge to those
forced Lo evacuate their homes
in the Los Anpeles area.

The fires, which began in
the Facific Palisades on Jan.
7. have cansed sipnificani
damage, destroying approxd-
mately WL 000 straciures,
inclucking honees and of-
fices, and displacing mone
thian BO,CM residenis,

Amaong those affected are
several well-knowmn

HEART OF GOLD

Angelina Jolie

People magazine that Jolie had been
deeply affected by the devastation and
wii dhialng her bit (o help those in need.

“Angie is hearthroken for those who
have lost their homes, or are impacted
by the fires. She's doing evervihing she
can to help, even opening her home (o
friends who were Forced (o evcu-
ale”

Jolie and her son Knox were
recently spotted near their
Lios Feliz home, buying es-
sental supplies. In a video
obtained by The Daily Mail,
the actress was seen loading
groceries and bottled water

Imto bwer car
! She mentioned hosting

- evacuees at her home and
i LA expressed her commit-

. meent to alding fire
g reliefl ellors,

When asked
. about potential
Wl donations, Jolhe

s =aid; "Yeah, |

§ will, right now
I'm taking care
of the peaple
MR Close Lo me and
g having them at
E iy howuse.”

Tod
Num

(O

According to the General
Entertainment Authority,
Hivadh Season 2024 recently
surpassed 16 million visitors,
achieving a new milestone,
Sauddi Press Ageney reported,

VS

Revieww

Kintan

TAMARA ABCALSALID

Kintan is a lvely Japanese
BBJ) restaurant parfect for

families and friends alike
situated in the Al-Wadi
neighborhood of Rivadh.

A grill-it-yourss|if-style
restaurant Kintan brings out the
maats for you to sear to your
desired degrea,

The rastaurant s dressed
in ambient warm lighting that
creates a relaxng atmosphere
without being too dark to
datract from tha fun or the
whsibrlity.

Kintan's menu offers a
selection of a la carte meats
topped with your choice of
sauce — miso, sweet soya, spicy
garlic, and others — as well as a
selecticn of chicken, lamb, and
asafocd for thoass less beaf-
inchinad.

The vegetables are the
perfect light pairing to an
otharwise meat-heavy meal
arl thay are grilled and dipped
in sauoce or butter as wall,

The meat is fresh and
tender, with a variety of cuts
tallored to those who like

thick, thin, or fatty strips. it
i% akso highly recommeandead

that you give your strips an
additlonal dip Into the provided
sauces bafore or after grilling
for extra flavor,

They additionally offer six
types of sushi rolls Inchuding
a California redl, crunchy spley
tempura, sbi roll, and more,
as well as some rice and
noodie dishes such as beef or
vegetable bibimbap and chicken
or vagatable garlic noodies.

2002 to 2022, The exhibition

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

features four significant films

Jan. 13 Fajr

froan differ=nt stages of Sedira's Bunrise
carecr. Runs until March 8. Mukccah 541 .00
® If vou are in the mood for Madinan B4s  TO7
ddesert experience QUL puoe 57 ase
cxplore the Film Ciiy aned Desert

Escape near Our Habatas Kas Abha 0: 20 G:44
Abroug Resort and enpoy well- D 5 O -

ivess activalies untl Jan. 18,

Exhuhi Asi Maghied sk
E230 30 =Hats 128
K220 3:32 TH 23
12-032 304 G244 G:5d4
12:34 S0 &6 =23
44 i1 BT .37



ARAB NEWS Monday,

JANUAry L, 205 3

Palestinian statehood is a
prerequisite for peace, rather
than its by-product.

Pﬂrbu-an.ll.thanrhnn
At aff Fonslem AlTarFo

T Aouiiil drakis

A 20-year statehood quest

Could we see a Palestinian state during Mahmoud A

Anon Tello,
Robert Edwarda Lo

As Palestinian Authority
President Mahmond Abbas
marks 20 years In oftice,
his leadership remains a
complex chapter in the
Palestinian national story,
characterized by division,
disillusionment, bat also
dogged determination.

Having siicoetcled Yisser Arafal
i 2045, Abbas’ tenure has been
shaped by challenges that have
proafoundly impacted the Pales
Hnian people, the pursull of state-
hoodd, ared the prospects Tor peeice
with [srael

“Ever since taking office, Presi
dient Abhas has focused all his
attention on the realizatbon of an
indecpendent  Palestinian state
using diplomatic and political
means” Deeoud Kuttah, an award-

winndne  Palestinimn Joiirmalist

and author, tald Arab News,
When  Abbas  assumwed  the
presidency on Jan. 15, 2005 he
inherited a fractured poditical
Arlat™
2004 eft a vioud In
Palestinian  keadership, particu-
Ly gedven hiks undogue ability to
e diverse factions under the
umbrella of the Palestine Libera

Ll ape, cdeath  In

Movembneg

tion Organization.

Abbas, known for his more
pragmatic anl dipomatic
apgroach, was seen as a leader
who could gam  international
credibility and potentially

re-ignite peace talks with Israel.

However, Arafuis depariure
alsn  brouzsht long-simmeringe

divigions among Palestinians to
the fore.

& bl Foll o] a rev hathonary
leader in Yassor Arafat and had to
confront an Islamic movement
that = focused on armed resis-
tance” sald Ruitab, referming to
the Puolestinian  militant ETOii
Hamas that controls Gaza

“He atiacked Hama= for their
kel allacks on Israel and has
bisen sikently disapproving of the
Ot 7, 2023, cross-border Hamas
act that has caused huese loss of
life a8 a result of the bowtal Israeli a5 &

IS Isracli

and the EU. The
withdraval from Gaza was seen

H#ince the giobal alllance for

the two-atats salutian, above,

wink Lavinchad nmid the Gz

war, Batteim fght, the push for
Fale=xtinian statehasad, chamgloned
by Mahmoud Abbas. main, hos
galned momentum. AF2/anadoh;

hireakthroaeh,
anibatersnl  and

potential
FEWETEE Pesparse,” DT

The rivalry between Abbas’
Fatah and Hamas escalated into
a full-blown schism in 2007
Following a short conflict, Hamas — in the 2006 legslative elections,
gebzed control of Gaza, leavingthe  coupled with the failure to reach
Fatah-dominated PA governing a consensus ol BEOVEITIATIOE,
only parts of the West Bank, exacerbated divisions.

This oy
weakened the Palestinian cause
but has also complicated efforts
to present a unified front in
neEatiations with Isred,

Abbas began hils  presidency

Ebpsgal e
lirmuited.

However, hopes Tor progmess
soa Tachedd, Thee Victory ol Hamas
presiding over a ocormupd  and
ineffective acministration,
eroding public trust in the PAL

Ellorts H1|
el wern Fiilah and Hamoas lave
repeatedly  Eltered, wath cach
side blaming the other for the
ITIasse.

The O, ¥ attack and the war in
raza have done little to heal the

reconeilintion
civision has  naol Meanwhile, peace falks wilh
[srac]l stalled repeatedly
issues such as scttlement cxpan
slOM, Security armangements, and
the stames of Jerusalem.

The situation worsened after

iFEr

with optmisin. Hi=s platform  the 2008-09 Gaza war, further nft. On Saturday, Faiah issaed a
emphasized nonviolent  resis-  entrenching the divide between  rare statement criticizing Hamas
tance, institution-building, and Hamas ancd Fatah., For many for sacrifcing Palestinian inier-

a oommitment to  achievinge Palestinians, Abhas' commitimend ests for Iran and canising destruc-

a two-state solution through to negolations began to appear  Gonin Gaza.

negotiations. futile, especially as [sracls settle Fatah also condemmned the
His efforts gained initial  ment activity in the West Bank  ©Oct. 7 attack, rejecting Hamas®

sapport rom the intermational  continued unabsated. strategy of armed conflice, and

community, parbcilandy the U5 Crties accussl Abbas of accused W of secking o incite

bbas” 20th ve

arin ofTice lhdl]h‘w[fl“‘{}thlL-[hI lition etlorts?

Despite these  challenges,
Abbas" 20th year in office arrives
at a moment of renewed interna
tional focus on the Israeli-Pales-
tirdan conflict

Sl  Arabia’s emergpence  as
a regional power broker has
brought fresh hopse for advancing
e Twweo-=1a3le salulion,

In October 2024, Sawdi Arabia
announced the formation of the
Czlobal Alliance for the Imiple-
mentation of the Two-State
solulion. The coalition inclodes
ke plarers such as the US, the EU,
and Arab states, with a mandate
to address core issues includinge
borders, setilements, refugees,
aricl the staius of Jerusalem

Ohservers believe that the
chances ol establishing
a Palestinian state nnder

President Mahmoud
Abbas remain viable.

"No doubt Sawdi Arabia is
playing a leading role i this
coalition, leveraging its regional
and mternational mfluence as
well as its lonpstanding suppsor
for the Hani
MNamir, an Epvplian winler and
political expert, tald Arab News

This  diplomatic stratesy
reflects Saudi Arabias comomit-
ment o klancing  regional
stability with the aspirations ol
the Palestinian peopse,

The gquesstion remains whelher
Abbag” fimal wvears in powe
will wilness the estabdishment
of an independent Palestimian
state. Much depends on the
suecess of Saundi Arabias initia-

Mlestinian cause”

chsos in the West Bank. PA as increasingly authoritarian,  tive amnd the willingness of all
Meanwhile, the [ulure gover- deCusing it of suppressing diszend partks o emnsee o meanmngul
nance of Gaza remaims uncer- and priontizing sccurity coordl- negotiations.

“Observers believe that the
chances of establishing a Pales-
Hnian uniber  President
Mahmoud Abbas remain viable,

nation with Isracl over the needs
of its people.
Eoonoimne

tain as Isracli leaders debate
involving the PA followine the
defeat of Hamas.

dependency on slate

Di=pite his long absence [fom domor funding has el ithee PA

the Palestinian Termtories in vulnerable to political pressure,  though  significant  challenges
the UAE, Mohammed Dahlan, a particularly from the US and  persist)” said Nasir.

former Gaza security chief who  Israel “These  odslacles  megquire
was blamed by some within miemal Palestinian  umily and

robust Arab and intermational
sUppso comething  Saudi
Arabia Is actively seeking to
provice,”

For Abbas, the stakes are
high. His legacy will ultimately
b= clefined by whether he can
translate decades of advocacy
for Palestindan statchood into
tangibde resulis.

The PA has
= (AR TES

Fatah for the loss of Gaza, has
since been tipped as a potential
leader of the enclave.

Fatali voledd 1o expmel [ilkam
from the party i June 2001 after
Abbas accused him of corrup
tion and plotting against him
allesations Dahlan denided.

In spite of thizs history of
division among the Palestin-
lans, Abbas®  administration
has achieved some notable

EXpressed

oprtimism abou

sUCCesses  on e inter- thie  Sawdi-led  coalitbon,
national sage, incledmg cmphasizing the need for
securing Palestine’s recogni- a comprehensive approach

Hio as a non-membser chserver
giate af the UN

that addresses historic injus-
fwees and ensures Palestinian

However, Abbas' prolonged :1-l.:-1.'L'l'1.':ip'.".|ll:|'.
tenure has not been  withowt However, significant obstacles
controversy. Now aged 889, he persist, Isrwels Prme Mindster

Benjamin Nelanyahu has shown
little appetite for concessions,
particularly on settlements and
security msues, amd has even
III!'.IIII!l.'l.I'IEl iwe Iwoeshfe !'-III.II:|III:II.

ot aof hand,

has faced growing criticism for
falling to hold elections since
2006,  electively  extending
hiz rule far beyond his orliginal
imanddnte,

Many Palestimpans view  Lhe
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE: “OIRLS' EDUCATION IN MUSLIM COMMUNITIES: CHA
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lansaary 11 - 12, 2025 in Pakistan

MWL chief Dr. Mohammed Al-issa and Pakistanl PM Shehbaz Sharif attend the conferenos in Islamabad. =F5

TRANSFORMATIVE STEF

Islam ‘places no
restrictions on
oirls’ education

Muslim World League, global leaders focus
on gender equality at Islamabad conference

Usimn Igbal Bhawaja |-oomasan

Islam places no
restrictions on girls’
education, Dr. Mohammed
Al-Issa, secretary-

general of the Muslim
World League, told an
international conference
In Paklistan on Saturday
focusing on the Issue,

The MWL chief added that
anvane opposing education for
women deviates from the global
Muslim commumnity,

Paklstanm and the MWL

co-hosted the two-day confer-
ence, “Girls' Education in Musiim

Communities: Challenges  and
Opportunities,” under  the
patronage of Prime  Minister

Shehbaz Sharl in Islamabsard.
shanl commended the MWL
for its dedication (o edoca-
Hon, saving that ensuring equal
access o education for girls
remains one of the most pressing
challenges of the present thme.
The initiative aims to raise

awaren#ss Iin Muslim eommi-
mitees abowut the importance of
grls’ education through vanous
themes, jolmt  programs, and
collaborative agresments,

“Char Islamic faith has always
celebrated the education of
every Muslim, both male and

lfemale, because the message

HIGHLIGHT

The forum addressed tha
izsue by signing a consensus
documant, ‘the Islamabad
Decalaration for Girls®
Education,’ reaffirming that

Islam does not prohibit
womean's education in any way.

of Izlam was to enlighten all,
regardless of gender” Al-lzsa
told participants,

"Therefore, Muslim women
in Islam have had a signifi-
cant and active presence in all
spheres of lile — in religious
matiers, the sciences, politics,
economics, and societal affairs

R Srelief supports displaced
communilies in crisis zones

Arab Mews

Saudi abd agency EKESreliel §s
benehting thousands of pople
through tts humanitanan efforts
in Syria, Yemen, Pakistan and
Jordan.

In Syria, BESreliel distriboted
2,952 food baskets and health
kits 1 Jindires town, Aleppo,
amd 258 food baskets, winter
kits, and personal-care kits in

Talhiseh town, Homs. In Latakia,
908 food baskets amd personal-
care kits were provided in Beit
Yiashout., These efforts reflect
Saudi Arabia’s commitment to
alleviating the suffering of the
syrian peaple,

In Yemen, ESreliel™s artificial
limbs and rehabilitation center
in Tarz governorate served 434
beneficiaries, providing 1,613
services, Including  prostheic

throughout history.”

The MWL chiel said any
reservations about girls” educa-
fion must be  underdood as

stemming  from non-Islamic
customs that have no basis in the
Muslim faith.

He landed the
% A ransformative step  for
advancing  girls”  eduication,
emphasizing its practical andd
results-orienied approach.

The MWL leader said that
the the Islamabad Declaration
for Girls' BEducation will serve
o solidify and strengthen the
amk Tkt ve

The summil brought together
over 150 dignitaries from 44
Muslim and other fricndby states,
aocording to Pakistans Foreign
Dffice. It was also attended by
Hizzein Brahim Taka, secretary-

initiative

eeneral of the Creanization of

Islamic Cooperation.

Taha aMrmed the organiza-
ton's readiness o support the
initative and coninbuate to its
success for the benefit of girls
acToss the Islamic world.

limb Attings, maintenance, and
physical therapy.

In Pakistan, ESreliel distrib-
utesd 1,800 food baskets in Layyah
and Kot Addu in Punjab province,
benchting 12,500 individuals in
flood-affected areas.

In Jordan, 375 people from
56 underprivileged families in
Malrag governorate received
shopping vouchers for winter
clothing,

1 heSpace

@e KSA’s energy future:
Advancing localization

and global partnerships

BASIL MK, AL-GHALAYINI

was recantly invited to a forum co-hosted
by the Ministry of Industry and Mineral
Resources, and the Ministry of Imvestment
to highlight the newly launched incentives
program for the industral ssotor.
The program, with an allocated budget
of SR10 billion {$2.6 billion}, aims to enable
industrial investments, apur thedr growth, and
achiave sustainable Industrial developmeant
in the Kingdom while enhancing the global

competitiveness of Saudi industry,

Another feature of the
Saudi industrial scosystem
i the localization of content,
aspacially i the anergy sactor.

Saldi Arabia continues to
makes remarkable strides

toward achieving its enargy
localization target of 76
percent by 2030, supported
by innovative foreign direct
invastrmants and robust
governmant initiatives,

A Saudi il and gas business

development team is implementing a game-
changing business and technology model for
locallzing plpe manufacturing for OCTG, drilling,
hydrogen, and spacialty high-and anergy pipes.
A case in point s Dalipal Holdings, a Hong
Kong-listed company with over 28 years of
aoclaimead technical expartise and unparallelad
innovation capabilities in munul"a.-uturing ol
and gas seamiess pipes. The company has

project aligns

Sanidi Arabia continues
Lo make remarkable

strides toward achieving

its energy localization
target of 75 percent by

2000, supporicd by

innovative foreign direct

investments and robust
government inftiatives.

gone from strength to strength following its

business demearger from PetroChina,

Calipal received suppaort from tha Ministry
of Energy, the Ministry of Investment, King
Salman Energy Park, and Saudi Aramoo’s
localization program iktva to establish a state-
ef-the-art global manufacturing hub at King
Salman Energy Park, supported by R&D and
global sales departments.

The clean environmant and ESG-compliant
facilities will ba based on intellkzant
manufacturing and digital management, This

with Gaudi Arabia’s energy

localization target to locally
produce enargy-related goods
and services, contributsng
to the sustainability of
the energy supply ahain,
Construction |s planned to
start in Saptember this year.
The four-pronged approach
will result in the profitable
localization of manufacturing
and knowladge assets, the
acquisition of R&D capabilibies
and sales skills, and the

attraction of local and foredgn capital to become
part of the Saudi financial and economic fabric,
As part of its mandate, BMG Financial Group
toak Dalipal's managemant, headed by its
founder and chalrman Meng Fanyong, on a
weaklong tour across the country to meat
govarnment officials and potential partners,
Tomonmow, Wwe are 'I!r.:il.r-l:llirtg to Alkhaobar to
complete ouwr tour at the ikitva annual forum
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Sustainability

Saudi royal

reserve promotes
biodiversity

The King Saleman bin Abdulaziz
Fowal Reserve Developmen
Authority bosted an event (o
False I.‘|'I'||"i|'lI:lI1IrII."I"I:|iI| AWSLIE eSS
and display the reserve's
hiodiversity and achievements,
especially to sports enthuosinsis

The initiative includes
proteciing endangered species,
piramoling vegelation growlh,
and [ostering environmental
sustainability. An awarcmess
booth was set up during the
Al-Orobah vs. Al-Hilsl match
in the Saudi Pro League
compsetition in Jouf, featuring
videos about the natural and
archaeologcal Treasiinés.

Plant seedlings were
also distributed to fans to
encorage environmental
conservation. SPA Riyadh

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Storm warning

Rainfall sparks
weather aleris

across hingdom

Fain Tell on parts of Saucdi
Arabia earty on Sunday,

with officials forecasting
thumderstorms, hall, and
stroae winds. Cwvercas] skies
dominated in the capital
Rivadh, which recorded
mderate rainfall thronghout
the day. The National Center
Ol Meteormabogy winrmesd of
potential near-zem visibility
and Hooding in some arcas.

In the southern Jazan region,
heavy rain was reported earlier
in the day, affecting the city
a8 well as the governorates
of Ad-Irarh, Beesh, and the
Farzan Ishncds. T conmler
i=sued alerts for Jazan, waming
of thunderstorms, high
waves, and strong winds in
the region. AN Riyadh

Winter celebration
Flower carpet

dazrzles visitors
al Baha festival

The Baha Winter Festival In
Al-Makhwah povernormie
features & 3B0-square-

meter Nower carpet that has
Captivated visitors, Allendees
have enjoved the vibrant
display, taking photos and
admiring the colorful blooms.

Cornprising SO0,000 Dowe
sirpiilings, the cirpet inehodes
portraits of King Salman, Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
and the Baha sovernor at its
center, The design Incorporates
traditional grometric patterns,
muxrble stones, and simple
lighting, reflecting the bocial
leirain and climale,

The [estival offers 280 evenls
across tounst sites, parks, and
public gardens in the Tihama
reglon. SPA Riyadh

e Follow frab News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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Rivadh, the beating heart
of Saudi Arabla, takes on
a magical gquality as the
cooler months arrive,
transforming into a
playground of vibrant
winter destinations.

Whether you are looking for an
immersive Wild West expert-
efce, sefene Xy sirrounded
by nature, or retro charm under
the stars, the capital offers a
cllverse tapestry of escapes.
Locals and tournsts alike are
dravwnm to Southwest Village, The
Groves, Dakkah Winter, and the
retro-sivied Ammariyah Motel,
each providing a distinct blend
of entertanment, relazation, and

culiwne.
U the ouiskirts of Rivadh Lies
Southwest Villape, a metwu-

lously designed attraction  that
brings the American Wild West
o life,. Wooden storefronts
reminiscent  of  IMb-century
fromtier towns line the streeds,
while horse-drawn carmiages andd
cowboy-clad performers trans-
port visitors back in tiewe.

Fromn famblies with children
to hastory bafls, the village has
something for evervone. The
cenlerpiece ol the village is its 610
Cowboy Theatler, where interac-
tive shows captivate audicnoes of

all ages.
Crlleafs fnd thermselves
immersedl In the drama and

adventure of the Wikl West,
with siale-of-the-art effects that
bring every scende 1o life, "1t's like
being part of a movie” savs Salem
Al-Qahtani, a frequent visitor.
“The energy, the performances,
and the attention to detail are
puntstanding”

By night, the village comes
alive with the glow of warm lights
illuminating its bustling Route
Gh-inspired streel. Visitors can
explore foond stalls serving hearty
barbecue dishes, shop for souve-
nirs in rustc boutiques, or ssamply
take i the atmosphere,

Chilthren can mun  through
haystack play areas  while
their parcnis enjoy an evening
of live performances  and

cowboy -themed music,

For those secking a more
sophisticaled escape, The Groves
in Al-Rafiah offers a tranguil yet
hourious retreat. Nestled among
lush greenery and centered
arcumkl the serene Groves Like,
this destination ¢ombines fine
giimng,. boubque shopping, and
carcfully curated entertain
ment to create a memorable
ExXperience,

Al the heart of The Groves is fls
icomic bridge, leading visitors to
& S60-degree stage that regularly
hosts live performances, The soft
glow of lizhts reflected on the lake
atlds a touch of romance, making
it a favorite among couples and
famblies allke.

“We came [or the perfor-
mances, but it's the atmospherns
that keeps us here” said Hania
Hanaser, who visited with her
Family, “Every corner [eels like
it’s been designed for relaxation
and beawty”

WINTER ESCAPES

Chill out Riyadh: from
Wild West thrills to starlit nights

These winter destinations reflect the capital's evolving cultural, recreational landscape

Right: Seating

options under
the starry skias
or private tonts
miake Dakkaky
Winter a parfeot
spot for coay
gatherings. 44
Ehoio Dy Wasd
Hussa

I like
bheing part ol
a movie, The
energy, the
performan-
s, anid the
attention to
detall are

ouistanding.

Salem Al-Qaktani
Bouthweset Vg

wtE T

Oin the outskirts
of Riyadh lies
Southwost
Village, a

it icubausly
il g il
attraction that
brings the
Americon Wisd
Weat to life.
Supniied

Culinary offerings at  The
Groves are varked; om Vida
Veras fusiom of Italian  and
Japanese flavors to Hawanem's
Middle Eastern-inspired dishes,
every meal 18 an experience in
itsell,

For pet owners, the Luca
Park dog arca provides a safe
space for the animals to play.
“IMs rare to And a place that
caters 1o evervone, including
pets,” said Banaser.

Daklah Winter has quickly
become a favorile  among
families looking for a melaxing
viet engaging destination. With
its softly lit palm trecs, boutique
shops, amd cozy food stalls
the atmosphere s warm  and
wedroming,

One of the most prased
aspects of Dakkah Winter 15 the
thoaghtfully desizned seating
arrangements, Guests can choose
between open-air settings under
the starry skies or private temts
surroainded by the warmih of fire
pits, making il a perfect spal for
intimate gathennges.

Families often gather around
the crackling firewood, enjoying
the serene envirosmment and the
crisp winter adr.

“I think thi=s place is really mice,
I dom't think I've ever seen a place
lilee this,” sabd Milak Hassan, “The
price ramge is really pood because
its mot & typical spot where you
can hang out. You can come with
Farnily ared friends and it*s such an
ergovalbile place”

Parents can umwingd over a cup
of steaming Arabic coffee while
children enjoy the supervised
play area, designed (o keep them
entertained for hours.

Sabah Al-Qahtani, one of the
visitors, said: “I was surprised by
the location. T liked the entrance
and the sitling area and every-
thing is amazing and [ will
definitely come again.”

For & dose of nostalgia mixed
with  adventure, Ammariyal
Mot is the place to go. With ils
vibrant orange and red hues and
15 0s-inspired decor, the motel
cflers Visilors an engaging cscape
from the ordinary,

Upon arrival, gpuests are grected
by retro sipnage and colborful
seqting ares, setting the stage for
an evening of fun. The activities
at Ammariyah Motel cater to both
the adventurows and the more
relaxecd.

(ruests can test thelr skills
al paddle tennis, or simply sit
back under the stars. Dining is
a highlight, with the pizza bar
serving  freshly  baked  pizzas
and the outdoeor grill ofering
pourmct burgers that draw praise
from visitors.

Arab News Siyadh

A display of vintage and classic
automobiles, some made more
than 60 yvears amn, wWas a major
draw for visitors at the Handdi-
crafts Festival in Fadl,

Visitors and car  enthus)-
asls from the ERmngdom and
abroad gathered to admire the
eyve-caltching wvehicles, Sandi
Press Agency reported,

The meticulously madntained
cars, mncluding several GMC
andd Chevrolet models, are thelr
oW TIETs” prised possessions, and

ofler a glimpse into the past,

Al-Janfawi, a
vintlage  cars,
festival  provided
opporlunity  to

MNal  Amim
collector  of
said: “"The
a  wonderful

LOCAL TREASURES

Revving up history: Hail festival spotlights classic cars, cultural charm

shiowcase these treasunes”

The festival also immersed
visitars in the rich hentage of
the Hail region, showcasing
traclitional food, clothing, and

Meticubously
maintalned
clas&ic Cora.
Inzludirg
acveral GMC
and Chevrolet
models, offer o
Elimpse Into the
past, SFEA

customs, while also featunng a
variety of culiural performances
and folk arts from within and
Beyond the area,

A pavilion housing  wooden

doors amd Eypsum  carvings
proved to be a popolar attraction
that showcased the craftsman-
ship involved In creating the
traditional works.

Inspired by Ssudl Vision 20050
and the designation of 2025
as the *Year of Handicrafis”
the festival celebrated tradi-
tional skills, and highlighted
thelr caltural and ecomnomic
signilicance.

Craftsman Abdullah Al-Khazam
sald thal creating wooden doors
and  carvings, including  those
of old Hail houses made from

tamansk and other timbers,
demanded exceptional skill and
attenition 1o detail

The pavilion also  featured
lslamic  plaster engravings
inspiredd by the local environ-
menl, a hallmark of Najdi archi-
fecture wsed o adomm budldings,
entranoes, and majhs, or council
FOCHTIS,

Also on display were drawings
and engravings rom
clay houses, including Quranic
verses,  sayings,  decorative
patterns, and depictions of (rees
and prants

andcEni
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I was injured You ng gor illa
I shrapnel. X ¥
iy rescued from
e aircraft hold
C, i
thalmges ot recovers at
worse for Istanbul zo0
me, anl
we had to
“.":.I.'l“.'.at'll' AP |=ianbul
my leg. A voung gorilla rescued from a
Khaled plane's cargo hodd 8 recovering
:'Il;ml al an Istanbul #oo, officials sakl
on Sunclay, while wildlide officers
conslder returning him o his
matursd habita
The Smonth-old gorilla was
fi=covered m a box on a Turkesh
Airlines Hight from Nigeria (o
Thakland kst meomth. After a public
commpetiion, he hag been pamed
Lo, or Ofve, and s recuperstimg
:{“::;::m at Polonezkoy Zoo.,
killad by lsrmol "0 course, what we want and
T e |, desire 5 for the babw gorilla ... o
at the Al-Agsn contimae its lihe in its bhommelamsd,”
Martyrs hospital Fahrettin Ule, regional dirvector of
:::ﬂrﬂ'!l :J;m Istapkbuld Natwre Conservation and
Gaza Strip Mational Parks, said Sunclay
Sumnday. AFF "What 15 important s thatl an

STRUGGLE

(Gaza doctor treats war
victims after losing leg

Vast areas around Al-Agsa Hospital have seen heavy fighting since Israeli offensive began

Dalr Al-Baiak

Falestinian pediatrician
Khaled Al-Saidani moves
through his Gaza hospital
with determination, using
a prosthetic leg and an
aluminum walker as he
cares for children also
Injured in the war.

With a stethoscope over his
showlders, be carefully examines
his paticnts at Al-Aqgsa Martyrs
Hospital, offering warm =milles
and handshakes to the children
as he moves from one 1o the next.

He knows all too well the
devastating impact of wounds
sustalned during the war, having

losd his right leg alter an Israeld

AFP Gaza Strip

Faced with plunging temper-
atures  amdl heavy rain  in
war-hattered central Gaza's Their
Al-Balah, displaced Falestiman
father Tavsecr Ohaid resorted
to dipging for a modicum of
domestic comfort.

In the clay soil of the encamp
meent area his family has been
displaced to by the war, Obaid
dug a sguare hole nearly 2
melers deep and capped 11 wath
a farpaulin stretched over an
improvised wooden A-frame to
keep out the rain.

“T had an dea o dig into the
pronand Lo expand the space as it
was very limited,” Obapd said.

“S0 [ dug 90 cenbimeters, |
was okay, and [ felt the space get

alr strike on his house last year.

"I was mjured by shrapnel, and
Because T am chabetic, thames
g worse for me, and we had to
ammputate my leg” Al-Saidani saixd
it the hospital in central Gaza,

The prosthetle “is tiring and
has several downsides, bul 'm
able to move and walk,” he said
as he examined a patient.

A child with bandagzed
fineers and an TV tube watcehed
a5 Al-Sardan
examination.

Al-Agsa Hospital, particularly
1= peneral ward, 1s crovwded wath
paticnts and thepr relatives, many
receiving treatment for injunies
from Israeli bombardment.

The medical facility is located
in Deir Al-Balah, where Israel

conducted  an

a litthe bigper,” e said from the
shelter while his children played
in a small swing he attached to
the plank that serves as a beam
[or the tarpaulin,

In time, Obaid managed o
idig 180 centimeters deep and
then lned the with
matiresses, at which point, he
said, "it felt comfortable, sort of”

He paved the entry to the
shelter with obd flowr sacks filled
with samd 1o keep it from getting
muckdy while he carved steps
into the side of the pit.

[he clay soil is soft enough
to be dug without power tools
and strong enough to stand
independently.

The pit provides some protec-
Hon o Israell air <irilees, bl
Obaid said he leared the clay sodl

bt 1 evm

forces have [requently clashed
with Hamas miliiants.

Vast areas around Al-Agsa
Mariyrs Hospital have seen
heavy fighting since the war
bean,

In receni monihs, this has
intensified  as  the molitary
expanded its offrnsive, which
wis initially focused on the
northern parts of the Palestinian
HETTILOTY,

[ war in Gaza has taken a
devastaiing toll on healthcare
warkers ax well ax medical Geedli-
fies sinee 1t broke oul on Oct, 7,
2023, following a devastating
attack on Israel by militants.

A recent report by UN experts,
guoting figures provided by the
terrifory's Health Ministry, sasd at

besast 1057 Palestimian health and
medical professionals hiave been
Killed in Gaza since Use war began,

On Wednesday, the Interna-
ticnal Federation of Red Cross
and KRed Crescent Socketies
lamented the “continuing attacks
o health facilities across the
Gaza Strap,” whach it said meant
peopde were unable to access the
treatment they needed.,

Most of the 36 hospitals in the
besicged Gaza Strip have been
retidered inoperative,

The tervitory's largest, Al-Shifa
Hosspital, ANEIHI TR heavy
clamage in an Israeli military raid,
and now only has ils emergency
ward open.

Meanwhile, like
Al-Saidani continue o provide

doctors

SUFFEHRIMNG

Displaced Gazan digs shelter against winter weather and war

could collapse should a sirike
land close enough.

"Il an explosion happened
around us and the soil collapsed,
this shelter would become our
Erave”

Nearly all of Gaza's 2.4 mallion

A girl dresses a
chall s sho aits
outside a tent
at a cometery
whare famlilies
displaced by
cafilct nra
taking shelter
b Diwlr Al-Badakh

In the cantral
Gaza Strip. AFF

inhabitants have been displaced
by the war that has ravaged the
Palestindan territory for over 14
months,

The UN's satellite center,
or UNOSAT, determined in
seplember 2024 that 66 percent

what treatment they can (o the
relentless stream ol patients
flooding into barely lunctioning
facilibtes like Al-Agsa Martyrs
Haospital.

“Despite the prosthetic limb
that makes me tived, I'm happy
and comforable doing my job,
which i= why [ decided to return
By wiork,” Al-Sabdani sadcd

Relatives of patients are also
happy that be 1= hack arouand.

“My daughter suffers from
Kidney disease” =aid a woman
whose child, Mira Hambd, =
Eeamge Eresaded al the hospital,

"Despite the amputation of
hiz leg, Dr. Khaled Al-Saidani
folbows up with his patients and
provides his services. Mav Godd

bsless his hard waork™

of Gazas bulldings had been
damaged or destroved by the
war, in which Israel has made
extensive use of alr sirikes as it
Aghits the militant group Hamas,

For Palestinian civilians Heemg
the hAghting, the lack of safe
buildings means many have had
to gather m makeshift camps,
maostly in central and southern
(:aZa.

Shorages cansed by the
complete ockade of the coasial
termitory  mean thal  construc-
tion materals are scarce, and
the displaced must make do with
what is at hand.

O top ol the hvglene problems
created by the lack of proper
water and sanitation for the
thousands of people crammed

ko the camps, winler wealher

absoduiely safe environment is estab
Eglwed in the pdace it goes to, which is
extremety important for ns”

FASTFACT

Tha S-month-ald gorlla
was discovered in a box

on a flight from Nigeria to
Thalland last month.

In the weeks sinoe he was [ounc,
Zevtin has gamwed weight and 1s
showing signs of recovering from
his traumatic peurney,

“When e fird came, e was
very =iy, He would stay where we
Beft him.” said velerinaran Gullem
Esmen

“He does ol have thal =hy'miss
nerw. He does not even care about us
much. He plays games by himself”

Both gorilla species —  the
wesiern  and el
which populate central Africa’s
remote forests and mountans —
are classificd as endangered by the
International Union for Conserva-
b oof Nature,

As Tstanbul emenges az a cenltral
air  hub  between continents,
customs officials have incressdngly
intercepled ilbegally traded ankmals

In October, 17 voung Nile croco-
diles and 10 monitor Bzards were
found in an Egyptian passenger’s
huggage at the citys Sabiha Gokcen
AL,

easbEmm

has brought hardships,

Un Thursday, the UNS PFales
tinian refugee agency, UNKWA,
warned that elght newboms
iied of hypothermbn and 74
children died “amed the brutal
conditions of winter” in 2025,

“We enler this New  Year
carrying the same horrors as the
lasi — there’s been no progress
or solace. Children are now
freezing to death,” TUNRWA's
spakeswoman Loakse Wateridge
salild,

Al least 46,537 Palestinians, a
majority of them civilians, have
been Killed in Israels military
campialEn m Gada sinoe e
war began, according to data
provided by the Health Mindstry.
The UN has acknowledged these

firures as reliable
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Many airlines suspended flights in and out of Libya since the civil war erupted in

Reuters T pol

Italy's I'TA Alrways
resumed direct Hights 1o
Libwa's Tripoll on Sunday,
the first airline from a
major west Enropean
nation to do so after a
10-year hiats doe to civil
war in the north African
couniry, ITA and Tripoli's

transport minister said.

[TA said it would operate two
direct flights a week from Romes
Fiumicino aimport  to Tripolis
Mitiga airport,

“We are proud to inaugurate
boday our first direct commer-
cial flight between Tripoli andd
Rome  Flumicing,  strength-
ening commercial and cultural

fes between Libva and Haly in

siippart of  bilderal  relations
between the two counfrees”
Andrea Benassi, [TA airways
general manager, sakl in @
AT ETIHETIE.

Many international  aifdines
have suspended flights in and

STRENGTHENING TIES

Direct commercial flights
resume between Rome and Iripoli

ITA sald it
would operate
twa direct
flights a week
from Rome's
Flumicinoe
airpart to
Tripall"s Mitiga
alrport. Reutars

part of Libva since the chvil war
in 2004 thit spawmned two rival
sdministrations m easl and wes|
following the NATO-backed
uprising that toppled Muammar
Gackdafi in 2011

some airiines resumed Dightsto
Libwa after security was restoned

when major Aighting pacsed with
a4 cesefive in 2020, Bt efforts 1o
end the political crisis have fadled,
with Factions occasionally staging
armcd] clashes and competing for
conire] over economic NesouTCes.

The EU stll bans Libvan civil
aviation from ils alrspace

The minister of transport
in the government of national
unity, Mohamed Al-Shahoubd,
sl the resuompiion of ITA
flights between Tripoli  and
Rome confirmed “the safety and
security of our alrspace and the
eligibility of Libvan alrporis”

shahoubl said at 8 oeremony
marking the arrival of the ITA
flizht at Mitiza that Tripoli is
ready “to grant ITA additional
ransport  rights o0 connect
Libyvan airports with  other

HIGHLIGHTS

® Some airlines resumed

flights to Libya after security
wias restorad when major

fighting paused with a
ceasefire in 2020,

& But efforts to end the
political erisls have failed, with
factions occasionally staging
armed clashes and competing
for control over econamic
resources,

® The EU still bans Libyan civil
aviation from its airspace.

2014

destinations in ELU countries.”

Shahoubd  sald Libya was
looking: forward to the return of
somne Gull countries i the first
half of 2025

He added that the airlines of
Tunisia, Egypt, Malta, Turkive,
andd Jordan had already resumed
chirect Higzhts with Liboa,

Ivan Bassato, chief aviation
officer of Rome's airports, said the
Libiya route was a strategic bridge
between the two countrics.

Flights would strengthen
“the positioning of our hub fo
support  the connectivity  of
Africa, a continent that m 2024
reached a record level exceeding
the threshold of 2 million
passengers 1o and from Home,

up 38 percent compared 1o the
previous year”

CONFLICT

Thousands flee

southern Sudan
town amid

escalating clashes -8

AFP Poet Sudan

Thousamds have fled a town in
southern Sudan sinee  clashes
erupted last week between the
sSudanese army and rival paramili-
tary troops, the UN  migratson
agency saic Sunday,

The copflict in Sudan, which
erupted In mdc-April 2023, has
pitted the forces of army chiel
Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan against his
former deputy Mohamed Hamdan
Dagabe, who leads the Hapid
Suppart Foroes,

"Between  LO00  and 3,000
husehoids were displaced from
U'm HRawaba town” in North
Rordofan state in the country's
sotth im just Ave days, the TN
[ntemational Organization  for
Migration sxidl Clashes broke out
in the area last week between the
army and the RSF. The mmikitry
has led an advance on the centrl
Sucfan state of Al-Jazim, some 300
kilometers northeast.

Families fled “due to increased

HIGHLIGHTS

& Families fled "due to
increased security concems
following continued clashes
across the locality,’ the
International Organization
for Migration said.

& In North Kordofan, aver
208,000 people are currently
displaced, according to the
latest UN figures.

® The war has also claimad

the lives of tens of thousands
and pushed the country to the

brink of famina.

security  concerns following
pontimeed  clashes  across  the
locality,” the 1M said.

In North Bordofan, over 206,000
prople are currently  displaced,
aecopding (o the latest UN Hpures
refeased on Wednesday.

Across the country, 115 million
people  are  internally  displaced

i

=
ot

F

— Inchuding 27 dispdaced in prior
conflicts — i what the UN has
called the workd's langest displace-
ment Crisis.

Thewar has also claimed the lives
of tens of thowsamds and pushed

the country to the brink of famine,

Last month, the Integrated
Food Secunty FPhase Classifica-
ton review sxid thal Emine has
gripped five areas in western and
soithern Sudan, and s expected to

J -
Acroas the country, 11.5 milllon peopla are Intarmally displaced In what the UN has calied the warkd's lnrgest displacement crisls, AR

gpread to five mwore.

Arcaind 250,000 people in North
Rordofan  are cumrently  expen-
cncing cmergency levels of hunger,
the report found — the final stage
before famine s declared.

The TPC said that “only a cease-
fire can reduce the rsk of fanine
spreading  further” with 246
milbon people — nearly hall the
population — abready facing “high
beveds of acute food insecuriny”™

ELECTIONS

Comoros

goeslo

polls in vole
snubbed by

opposilion

AFP borard

The Indian Ocean nation  of
Comoros headed (o the paolls
Sunday to elect namakers, with
ANy opposition groups planning
to smab a vole they say lacks
ransparcncy.

Comorian President Azali Assou-
manis eldest son, Nour El-Fath
Azall, who ks 30 and the country™s
secrelary general, is nunming to
represent 8 constituency ust
outside the capdtal Moron.

Several voling booths opened

late after material failed to materi-
alize in time, a reporter saw.

O US observer, James Bums,
sxid officials had to “improvise"
ane hooth comprsing two panels
around a table,

Nearby, another booth consisted
of a simple box placed on a chair —
making i nigh on impossible to
preserve voder privacy as hallots
Were casl,

Before he was appointed to the
post in July 20054, Nour had been
a private acviser to his Gather, 65, a
former military ruler who came: to

power ina 1899 coup.

Crifics sad Noar's new powers
— which entaill approving  all
decrees issued by ministers and
governors — elevate his role to
theat of de facto prime minister,

Aczali was reshected president in
January 20024 after a disparted voleo
followed by two davs of deadly
Pridests.

“Thank God, since the begin-
ning of the campaign there has
not been amy troubde. [ts rainimng
but it's a blessing” Azali said
after voting in his hometown of

Mitsoudje, 15 Ellometers south of
the capital Moroni,

“l thank the opposition candi-
dates who stood in the elections.
We need a constructive opgeosi-
tion,” he added.

Several opposition  candidates
were standmg election to avoid
an outcome siryilar to the boyoott
of the 2020 legiclative wvote,
which gave free rein to his ruling
Convention for the Renesval of the
Comoros party, or the CRC,

Ome man clad in a boubow and

kodia, tvpacal Comorian heaclgear,

complained that "1 dipped my
finger in the inkwell bast the ink’s
already gone,” showing his index
finger with no indelible ik stain.

The CRC s expected 1o
dominate partioment again in this
vear's viode, nol keast as ils candi-
dates in some constituencics face
no competiton.

Thirty-three members of pariia-
ment will be efected directly by
aroarnd F0000 registered volers
in & two-round balkot,

A second round of voting will
take place on Feh, 16,
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Mohammed Rasoobdeen Colombo

Sri Lankan civil society
groups and activisis

are mobilizing to save
more than 100 Hohingya

refugees rescued off

the Indian Ocean iskand
nation last month
following a government
announcement that they
will be deported.

A group of about 0 Kohingya
refugees, which  reportedly
inelided over two dogen children,
was rescued off the coast of the
mortheastern Muollaibiva district on
Lo, 10

several protests were recently

PERSECUTED MINORITY

Sri Lankans rally to stop
deportation of Rohingya
refugees to Myanmar

Activists stage protests in northeastern Mullaitivu district and capital Colombao

organized in Mulkxitho and the
capital Codombo after Sr Lanka’s
Minister of Public Security amd
Parliamentary Affairs Ananda
Wiicpala announced on Jan, 3
that the povernment was in talks
with Myanmar authorities oser
the deporfation of the Rohingya
refuzees.

“These are statedess peaple, they
o™ have a home 1o 2o o, social
actvisd Thasneema Dahlan, who
took part in a protest in Colombo
on Frickay, told Arab News.

“The Hohingyva are massacted
ard] chased and terrorized i their
owti home, amd that s why they
fied their own coamitry looking for
greeneT pastures elsewhere”

The mostly Muslim Rohmgya

FASTFACT

Rehingya risk deadly sea

crossings as fighting
intensifies in Myanmar.,

the "worlds most persecuted
minority,” according to the UN —
have feced decades of oppression
i Myanrmar,

In 2007, more than 730,000
Rofungva from  Rakhine Staie
were forced to fee o neizh-
boring Bangladesh o escape a
brufal military crackdown that
UN experts have referred to as
a “penocidal campaign,”  amid
evidenoe of ethnic cleansing, mass
rapse, and killings.

Sr Lanka, which is not a signa-
iy to the 151 UN Refugee
Comvention and its 1967 prodocol,
15 i transil point for refugees untl
the UNHCR helps them reseitle in
another couniry.

I 20022 its navy also rescoed
about 100 Bohingya refugees, who
have been under the care of local
WGOS s they awald reseftbement,

S Lankan activists have also
filed petibions with the govern-
ment, wrging  authonties o
relocate the new group of refugees
from the Reppapulasu Air Force
base kn Mullaitivu, where they have
stayed sinoe Dec. 23 According (o
protesters, aid agencies, inchoding
the UN, have been stopped from
meeting the Rohingya
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Cold spell Boys pull sleds on a slope on a snow-covered hill in the suburbs of
the Bulgarian capital Sofia after heavy snowfalls on Sunday,

HEAVY LOSSES

Los Angeles crews fight heavy winds
lo save homes and landmariks

AP Los Angoles

The death toll from the wildfires
ravaging the Los Angeles area ross
to 16 a5 crews lattled to cut off the
spreading bazes before potentially
strong winds retum that could
push the Aames toward some of the
citys mast famous landmarks
Five of the deaths were atirib-
uted to the Palisades Fire and 11
resulted rom the Eaton Fire, the
Los Angeles County coroncr’s
office said in a statement

saturday evening.

The presious number  of
eondirmed Eatalithes b fire
saturday was 01, bt officials sakd
they expected that Agure to rise as
teams with cadaver dogs conduct
systematic grid searches in leveled
netghborhoods.  Anthorities have
established a center where peaple
can report The missing.

There were fears that winds could
move the fires toward the J, Paul
Gty Museum and the University
of Californda, Los Angeles, while

MW evacuation warmings left more
homeowners on edge.

CalFire Operations Chiel Chiris-
fan Ltz said Satupday that a
miadn focus was the Palissdes Fire
bakrming in the canyvon ares, not far
from the UCLA campus.

The Mattonal Weather Service
warned thal sirong Santa Ans
winds could soon retume Those
winds have been langely blamed for
turming the wikdbres into mfemos
that beveled entire neighborhoods
around to city where there has

beren no sigmificant ruinfall in mone
than eight months, The fire also
threatened to jump over Interstate
H#05 and into densely populated

areas in the Hollywood Hills and
San Fernando Valley,

Mo cause has been determined
for the borgest fires and cary
estimates  ndicate the wildfires
cotld be the nations costliest
ever. A preliminary estimate by
AccuWeather put the damage and
economie osses so far between
£135 hillbomn and 2150 billion.

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

No casualtios

6.2 magnitude
ecarthguake
sirilies Mexico

A magnitude 6.2 earthquake
rattled a region of south-
west Mexico on Sunday, the
US Geological Survey sakd,
but there were no immed:-
ate reports of casualties or
damage, The tremar was
centered 8 kifometers from
Coalcoman de Vazguesz
Fallares, a municipality of
around 20,000 peapde which
is aboul 00 Kilometers west
ol the capital Mexcio City.
Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum said on X that the
national emergency services
had reported "there are no

Under control

Czech Republic
restanrant fire

Lills 6 people

A fire broke ot in a restaurant
in northern Czech Republic,
killing six people and beaving
wix others with serious njuries,
odficaals sand Suncay.
Firefighiers sald the 17
Kajoda restaurant in the city
of Most, some 100 kilometers
north of Prague, was still open
when the fre started before
mddnight Satorday. Police

and hirelghters said the hikely
ciuse was a gas heater that
overtined. [t took more than
&0 firefighters until 10O am
to et the Aire under contral,
The injured were treated in

new developments and are hospitals in Most and nearby
inltiating review profocols™ in | citles, An Investigation was
Coaleoman. AFP underway, AFP
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What Were Reading Today

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Data Analysis for Social Science’

ELEBA LLAUGOET AND KOSUKE

"Data Analysis for Social
Science” provides a friendly
introduction to the statistical
concepts and
programming
skills neaded
to conduat and

evaluate social
scientific studies,
A::umln—g no
prior knowledge
of statistics and

Rare accldent

Toll from French
tram crash rises

to 68 injured

The toll from a collision of
twa trams in Strasbourg has
risen Lo 68 injured ina rare
accident that sowed panic
near the eastern French city's
meain train station, authori-
thes satd Sunday, On Saturday
afternoon, a stationary tram
al the underground stop at
Strasbourg’s main railway
station was violently hit by
another tram, which began to
move backwards for un-
known reasons. The moving
tram, which had stopped due
toa traffic jam, reversed and
ralled down a slope leading to
the station. Around a hundred
people cscaped unharmed.
AFP

coding and only minimal
knowledge of math, the book
teaches the fundamentals
of survey research,
predictive models,
and causal
infaranca whila
analyzing data
from published
stuedias with tha
statistical
program R.

Imternational concarm

HMPY infections

declining in
northern China

The rate of infections with
the fu-lke human metapneu-
maviries in northern China

is declining, a health oficial
said Sunday, amid some
international concern over a
potential pandemic.

“The human melapheumo-
virus is not a new virs, and
has been with humans for at
least several decades.” said
Wang Liping. a rescarcher
at the Chinese Center for
IHsease Control and Preven-
Hon. Wang added that the
increase in recent years in the
number of cases of the virus,
first detected in the Nether-
lands in 200631, is due to better
detection methods. AP

' Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Multipolarity reinforces Gulf’s powerhouse status

trategically located at the
crossroads of Asia, Africa and
Europe, the Gukl has historically
fucilitated internathonal trade as a
[lghiway between East amd West,
Today, countres in the regon are
enhancing these historicl trade lnks as they
seseh Loechiversily thelr economies away [rom
odl. Thery are actively creating busimess-friend-
by environmients to atiract foreipn direct
imvestment and build new trade parinerships,
This comes as the global order is
becoming increasingly mullypodar, with
Lhe ascent of emerging coonomaes such as
China, Kuss=an, India and Turkive. The Gulf
states are navigating the new world order
by positioning themselves & economic and
geapalitical powerhouses. Key 1o this transt-
tom is diversifying trade and investment
relations, particulardy as the West turns its
fimciis fin Uhe Asga-Pacilbc, This strdegac pvol
his enabled the Gulf states o expand their
influence beyond the Arab world, reshaping
their role in gFlobal trade and diplomacy.
Historically, the West, particularly the U5
and the EU, has been the key international
trade partner for the Gulf Cooperation
Council. Early Western investments in the

&8
The relationship

with the West will
not disappear but
rather evolve as
the Gullboosis
trade ties with
cmerging markets

1)
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region’s enerey sector lakd the foundation
for enduring trade relationships. In 2340253,
the todtal trade value between the US and
GOC couniries surpassed 580 billion, The
EL, skmilarly, has robust trade refations with
the GOC andd 15 the latter's second-langes|
Frache partmer. In 20k, the EU aecounted fod
L] percent of the GOC'S lotad e i goods,
Todkay, the Gulf ws rapidly Forming new
trade parinerships with emerging econo-
mies, especially in Asia. China is the region's
largest trade partner and in 20023 accounted
For more than 20 percent of the Gull™s
expaorts. [ s closely followed by India, wihich
accounted for LS percent of Gulf encrgy
expaoris. Asia now absorbs more than 7O
percent of GOC odl and g exports, with
pradar constimers incluching Ching, India,
Japan and South horea. Africa is another
preority reglon for GOC trade and invest-
mretils as the Gaall secures 1= ghobal mnlhi-
ence, GUOC investments in Africa, valwed at
more than 553 billeon m 2023, have focused
on infrastructure, energy and technodogy.
Despite a reortentation towarnd the Global
souih, the West pemains relevant lor the
region. A forthcoming Gull-UR [ree frade
agrecment is projected to boost trade by 16
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pereent, add $2.1 billion (o the UR economy
and allow the Gulf acorss to British
technology, resources and expertise, This
highlights the continued interdependence
of the Gull and its Western partners, a
relationship that will nod disappear bot
rather evolve as the Gulfl boosis tracle tes
WiLh emerging markets,

The GCC"S robust inlcrnational trade
is complemented by the rise of regional
financial centers, notably the Dubai
[nternational Finamcial Centre, Aba Dhabd
Global Market, King Abdullah Financial
[hstrict and the Qatar Financial Centre, By
creating a business-friendly environment
through these mstitutions, the region is
carving a place for itselfl in glokbal finance
and attracting significant FDL

The Dathai and Abu Dhabd centers have
epnerged as leading fmancial hubs wnder-
panned by English Common Law frameworks
The=e: centers specialise in sectors like
bBanking, finfech and sustainable finance, with
a strang emphasis on inmovation and digital
transforrmation. The Dubal Internathonal Finan-
il I._'|'|||I|1-'r-e'|_||||'1r'|'|.L'.:.';I-]wn.':'ur vrowihi i
regzistered companies m the hist hall of 20024

Saudi Arabiz, through the creation of

hing Abdullah Finamcial Distract in Riyvadh,
i= providing incentives for intermational
mvestment in the Kingdom. With regula-
tory reforms, tax incentives and a buslipess-
friendly environment, it has Become a
signibcant financial hob, In 2024, 127 mier-
national companies moved thedr reglonal
headguarters to Rivadh, including global
technology prants Apple, Gooele amd Micro-
soft. Between 2007 and 20053, FDI inflow

to Sawdi Arabia increased by 61 percent to
resch £215 billion, highlighting the sicress
al the Kingdom's Viston 2080 and §ts subesid-
@Ary hegronal Headogwarters Program.

Faced with a multipolar global order, the
Crulf states have found the opportunity to
ned oy diversify trade parinerships b
alsp position themselves as sites of coonomic
amd stratesic influence. The suocess of their
domestic financlal hubs reflects the Guli s
econiimdc potential and s siestained ability
toattract Western mvestments despite
propolitical disturbances and strategic
realirnment in the region. The upswing in
International trade and investment between
e Gaall aml 1-‘.'-:':-.I|'1'-|I:.l||||:i-e'rr||'|'_','. g eCno-
mies retnforces the Gull s position as an
CCOMOMEIC poweTrhouse,

He
NEOM is tackling
the global Food
production
dilemma by
investing in
innovative
solutions, such
as controlled

environment
agriculiture

Tackling food security in the age of climate change

DR. JUAN CARLOS MOTAMAYOR

b theme of lest month's

COPLG event, which Look

place in Riyvadh, shone

a light on urgent global

issnes: land degradation,

cleEriification and |||.'||||;'_I1r.
According to the UN, almost a quarter of
the world's todal land area has degraded, im-
pacting 2.2 billion people, driving species io
extinction and intensifying climate change.

Arable land around the world has bome
the brunt of this degradation, with unsus-
tainahle farming methods contributing to
a decline in food security, With the glehal
population propected to surgass 9 bilhon
by 2050, our current food production
svstems are alarmingly inadequate and
expected to feed only half that mamber if
left wnehanged,

CHAr exastinge fo il sVRLEETS ame grossly
inefficeent. They consume enormos
amounis ol resouroes and emibtl milbons
of tonnes of gresnhouse gases each year,

Estimales indicate that the agri-food seclar
Is responsibde for about 30 percent of global
erecnhouse pas emissions and acoouants for
J0 percent of freshwater withdrawals.

Hecent global events have further
intensilied the need to transform oar food
sysiems o sustainable, technology-
driven mokicls that are less harmful to the
environment. The COVID-18 pandemic
exposcd vulnerabilitees in global fosoed
supply chinns. More recently, geopolitical
tensions in Europe and the resulting threat
o grain exports have emphasized the need
for aceelerated action

O mptative adddressing this challenge 15
NEOM, the region currently under devel
opment in northwest Saudi Arabia, which
places sustaimability at s core, Situated in
a reghon with low annual ratnfall, NEOM s
prioritizing food security alongside rewilding
its lanekscapes and increasing beodiversaty,

Throueh its foeod subsidiary, Topian,
launched im Decomber 2025, NEOM

O, Juan Crices ok oe
b OED ol Ropkar
FOr TLl il O, O O T

www Arsbnews com./ spinion

15 lackling the global food production
cilemma by Investing 1n innoyvalive
sodulions, such as controfled environment
agriculiure. This indoor, closed-loop food
production system is highly effickent, with
svslems that can wuse as Hitle as 4 Hiers

of Ireshwaler to grow | K of tomatoes,
compared to the 250 liters reguired by
mare traditional farming methods. Such
efficiency results in significantly reduced
erccnhowse gas cmissions, making it a far
more environmentally friendly method of
fod] prosduction.,

Topdan's Food procduction as slready
entered its pilod phase, with its firsl
controlled environment agriculture
grecnhouse opening at NEOM's reimagined
industrial hab, Oxason, Last month.

With renewable solar and wind energy
ol L, a food production ecosystem with
a low carbon footprint will be established,
sefting a sustainable Garm-to-fork template
[or NEOM. Imbially serving NEOM's

thouzands of resdents amd visitors, 1he
plan s for the model to move beyvond self-
sufficiency, with surplus produce eventu
ally being exported globally through the
Port of NEOM, also located at Oxagon,

The bemeliis of Toplan™ research extend
beyond harvesting food in a reglon not
naturally conducive to large-scale agricul
Piire, Ty serving as a lestbed Tor future
mnnovations, Topian s contnboting to
Enowledge advancement and preparing the
wiortd for a new reality — an era likely o
s mare sustainability regulations applied
b Fowsd prosduction.

Topian's efforts offer a hopeful ghmpse
imto the futore of food security, as its desert
ereenhouses and research laboratories
hegin to bear fruit, both literally and figara-
tivedy. The warld will be watching closely
to see if this innovative approach can truly
pave the way for a new era — one thit feeds
a growlng popaulation while safeguarding

Lhe health of people and planet,
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Australia’s great social media experiment

ate last year, Australia’s par-
liament, reacting (o concerns
about the effect of social

media on children's mental

health, amended the Online

Safety Act to require users to
b at least 16 vears old to open an account
on social media platforms such as TikTok,
snapchat, Instagram and X, The amend-
menl is expected o come into effect by the
end of 20235,

with friends in person and with places and
objccts in the real world. Jonathan Hadedt,

a social peyehologist, has said that social
mechia platforms have “rewired childhood
and changed human development on an
ilmost unimaginable scake”

Heavy tecnapge social media wse and
higher levels of depression and anxiety
clearly go topether: what is disputed s
whether this is merely a correlation or
a causal relationship. Good studies that

The law received fest whether sufficiently
widespread suppor in ii long periods of reduction
Australia, both in parliament in social media wse reduce
and among the public, but Heavy leenage depression and anxiety
it ks also been criticized. social media use are difficult to carry out,
sone cispate the Hink because trials in which
between social media wse and higher levels indivichual teenagers leave a
and mental health problems  OFdepresslon and  platonm while their friends
in teenagers. (Mhers see uu:jg[!.' ._'I_Eﬂ]"l}‘ remiain omn it can be expected
a violation of the right to ﬂﬂiﬂgﬁ‘ihﬁ"f to produce less benefit —
freedom of expression. Even and could even canse harm
those who support the effort to the children who are now
wonder how it can be enforced. tsolated from thedr friends.

There is little doubt that the mental health
of teenagers, especially girls, has deterio-
rited sharply since the infroduction of
smartphones amd the emergence of social
media. The digital platforms targeted by the
law desten algoritlms to keep peopde on
their sites, because more clicks mean more
adtvertising revenue, The result? A Gallup
survey showed that US teenagers spend an
average of 4.5 hours per day on social media.

That is a big slice of a teenagers free time,
which could otherwise be spent interacting

It is important that groups of teenagers all
gooffl social media together, so that social
media use is replaced by real-warld interac-
tion. In addition, one would need other,
randomly selected control groups whose
membsers do not reduce secial media use.
It the absence of such rigoros trals, the
evidenoe we have does suggest that heavy
social media use causes anxiety and depres-
shirt, biuit i8 15 nol comclusive,

Australia may therefore be doing the
world a service by effectively nunning a
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national expermment. This assumes, of
course, that Australia does substantially
reduce the time yvoung teenagers speemd
o social media. Polleymakers plan to
achisve their goal by imposing heavy
hnes on companies that operate the newly
apr-resiricted social media platforms

if they fail to take "reasonable steps™ to
prevent those under 16 from opening
accounts. The biw assigns the task of
outiining what counts as “reasonable
sleps™ [o Australia’s eSafery

media platform that gets serious aboud
ensuring that children are nod opening
aconimnts will simply lose business o
bess serupuibous rivals. The law creates a
bevel playving feld for all platforms, thas
overcoming the collective action problem.
The Australian constitution does not
make sweeping statements about hasic
rights. In general, and In contrast to the US,
courts accept the supremacy of the elected
begislature. The High Court of Anstralia has,

however, raled that the

Commissioner, an indepen- .ii provisions of the constitu-
dent statutory office. tion estahlishing repre-
WhatsApp and similar The Laaw creales a sentative and responsible
messaming apps, s well level [llil]’ll ficld sovermment imply that
&% some online health and forall = parliament showld niod
educational services, will orall platforms, phace an undue burden on
be exempted from the thus overcoming peitical commumication.
legislation. Young people the collective Cme possible response (o
will continue to be able to Lthose who have sugpested
view YouTube videos or action problem that Australia's legisla-
pages an social media, ssch tion violates this principle

as business landing pages on Facebook,
withourt an account. On the ather hand, the
governmenl has anmounced its intention
to introduce further legislation creating a
"Dapital Duty of Care” that will put the onus
on digital platforms to prevent known or
Toreseeable harms

Paradoxically, the Australian law may
benebl social media executives and
programmers who are sufficiently aware
of what they may be doing to children's
meenital health to b uneasy about it Given
the cunrent lack of regulation, any social

is that children under 16 do not vote and
hence have less need for politlcal comm-
nication. Moreover, it coubd be argued
that the burden is not disproportionate,
brecause the harm caused by social media
ks suffickently sertous to justify the modest
restrictlon contained in the legislation. The
Australian government could alsoe exempt
social media platforms that are limited Lo
political communications, although thai
wiotlh] reqgiire somsone in government

to dedermine which communications am=
political and which are not.

Eastern European energy crisis could spell trouble

mmediately after Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine in February 2023,
Europe entered an energy crisis.
European countries scrambled
o diversify away from Russian
energy sources. The crisis caused
meass inflation across the continent ancd
drastically increased heating and electric-
ity cosis for Europeans. However, after
resilience, tenacity and billions of curos
in new investments, Europe has made

B, B0, 20020 andd 2002 Bussia either
el or threstened to cul gas to Moldova for
poditical reasons. Direct Russian attacks
on Ukraine’s encergy infrastmucture have
also trigwered massive blackouts in several
Moddovan cities.

Mokdovas Wesdern alliex have worked
to counteract Ruissii's energy prossun:
campaizn. As poor weather and miia-
tion gripped the region in winter 2022,
the EU provided hundreds of millions

significant progress, but i of euros in emergency
s nedt been able (o move .i,i support, while Romania
completely away from supplied electricity to
Russian energy. Transnistrian repdace that lost due to
Sodooiie o Omthorileshave o bunbig
crisis is developing in already implemented By October 2023, Moldova
Eastern Europe, and it is rolling blackouis announced it would no
not getting the attention amnd switehed thelr lomger purchase gas from
il deserves. This month, Gazprom.

pPowWeTr 1
Transnisina, a break- main ]llﬂll Diespite these measures,
away region of Moldova from gas tocoal Maoldova remains
essentially under Russian indlirectly dependent on

corvtral, stopped receiving Russian gas, This

development is already affecting the rest of
Muoldova and could potentially impact the
broader Eastern European region.

The Kremlin has long used its energy
resources as a hybrid weapon against
Moldowva. In 2006, Gazprom dramatically
increased prices for Moldova, which had a
negative impact on the economy. Again, in
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Bussian gas, Transmisina received fres
Bussian gas supplics transiting Ukmaine en
route to the breakaway territory. Transnis-
trian authorities then used this gas at the
Russian-owned Cuciungan power plant
o generale electricity, which they sodd —
cheaply within Tran=nistria and ol higher
prices to the rest of Moldova

Further complicating matters, the
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regioneal Soviet-era power grid forces even
Romania-generated electrcity o pass
through Ukraine and Transngstria before
reaching Moldova, To address thas valner-
ahility, Moldowa is constructing modern
power lines directly with Romania, bt
these are nod slated for completion wntil
later this vear.

In the meantime, Mofdova's energy
outlook is grm. Transnistrian authontics
have already implemented rolling backouts

cannat manage the influx, refugess are
likely to move into Romanka, creating
adchitional challenges for that country,
This situation could have been avoided
and there is pdenty of blame to go round.
Whike it is understandahble that Ukraine
choes not want Russian gas transdting its
territory given Moscow's ongoing invasion,
the E1 has been show to prepare for the
expected crisis. Meanwhile, Russia could
have continued exporting gas to Trans-

ind switched thewr main nistria via other moutes,
power plant from gas o “ such as the TurkStream
cisal. Howewver, ooal reserves pipeline throngh Balgaria
are expected to last only IMransnisiria’s anud Romania into Maldova,
|..I.1'I|:.i! 1..1:»!: end of F!:'hrl..mr:l-'. CCOnONY bt the Kremlin c]ru%t': nol
Additionally, Transnistria o, Moddovan authonties

ks now onlby producing fﬂﬂﬂm there have stated they would not
enough electricity for its is concern abowi hbock Hussian gas transit to
o needs, leaving the a mmeass exoddos of Transnistnia, prioritizing
rest ol Maoldova without the well-being of citizens
supplemental energy. Transnistrians into in the breakaway region.
Although this energy crisis Moldova proper However, Moscow has used

i currently confined Lo a
smill sliver of Moldoya, it has the potential
o escalate and impact the broader region
If Transnistria’s economy collapses due to
a lack of revenue from electricity sales and
resthuced industrial activity, there is concermn
ahout a mass exodus of Transnistrians into
Moldova proper. Such an influx coukd place
enormous strain on Mobldova's already
overstretched public services. If Moldova
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alleged Maoldovan debils to

Gazprom as a pretext for halting supplies,
The more likely explanation is that

Moscow sees an energy crizis in Moldova
a8 & means to weaken 115 pro-Europsean
government ahesd of critical partia-
meniary elections this vear, Once again,
energy is being wielded as a tool of
Foreign policy, leaving ordinary people (o
suffer the consequences,
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Through this program, we also
aspdre to achleve sustainability by
launching cconomically viable projects.

Prince Abdulazriz bin Salman

St andrpry fim ki

Nadin Hassan, Nirmal Narayanan
R hyadh

Sandl Arabla announced
the allocation of S0
hilllon ($2.66 hilllon) to
actlvate the Standard
Incentives Program lor
the Indusirial Sector,
followed by approval from

the Cabimnet last month.

The announcement was made
during the Standard Incentives
for the Industrial Sector eveni
o Jan, k.

This initiative seeks to spur
growth in the indwstrial sector
Iy acoelerating investments and
achieving sustainabie industrial
development in the Kingdom to
elevate the competitiveness of
Sandi industries globally.

“Thiese Ineenl ives Were gevel-
oped within the rmamework of an
integrated governmental cffort,
characterized by collaboration
with warwous relevant govern-
ment entities, particalarty the
pivotal role played by the Local-
ization and Balance of Payments
Commitiee ™ Minizter of
[ndustry and Mineral Besources
Bandar Alkhorayef.

He added: *This committee
serves as the overarching body
[or shaping policies, directions,
and initiatives that enhance
the empowerment of indos-
(Fial imvestments and support

national talents.”

sl

Top Saudi minksters speak about the Industrial and investment scosystem In the Kingdom at an event hold in Riyadh to launch the Standard Incentives Program worth SR0 billion. AN choto
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STANDARD INCENTIVES PROGRAM

Saudi Arabia unveils

industrial growth

First-of-its-kind initiative aims to localize industries and foster innovation

The incentives program offers
coverage of up to 35 percent of
the initial progect inmvesiment,
capped at SRS million for each
ggualifying initlative.

The prograom s cdiviced evenly
across  the project  Lifecycle,
granting 50 percent during
construction and the remaining
a0 percent during product kon.

The first phase of this program
will target Investments n
chemical conversion indus
tries, the automotive sector, and
miachinery amnd equipment.

We look forward to
seeing non-oll activities
I resse I number and

heeome more sustainahle.
Falsal Al-1brahim

'I"i.l Lils ol Ty Bl pis i M

The program will be rolked out
o other industry segments in
subsegquent phases 1 the latter
part of this year.

"“This program is the first of
itz Kind in the region and aims
o enable the manufacturing of
products thal are not currently
produced i the Kingdom. It
opens new horizons for high-
guality investments and allows
bt |y andd
investors o bBenelit [rom the
unkque capabilities the Kingdom
possesses " sald Alkhoravel,

He addect “The Stancand

laal international

Incentives Program has  been
designed to focus on achicving
localization and Bocal content
targets, as these are funda
menial elements for sustalnakble
chevelopment.”

During  the event, Saudi
Arabia’s Minister of Investmoenit
KRhalid Al-Falih said that the
standard Incentives Program
marks a significant step toward
realizing the objectives of the
Ringdoms Vislon 2030 and
Mational Investment Strategy.

"The program secks to achieve
the Vision 2030 goalsin the short
and medium term, including
increasing non-adl exparts 1o
al} percent ol the size of the
non-oil econoemy and localizing
critical materials exsential to the
economy,” said Al-Falih.

He added: "Today, the indus-
trial sector coontribates  to
an  investment that accounts
for 408 percent of the pross
domestic product, The indis-
trial sector accounls for approxi-
mately 30 percent of foreign
direct investment.™

Al-Falih further noted that
sl of the Heenses granied by
the Ministry of Investment fo
international companies are in
the manufacturing Industries
seclor,

The investment  minister
afdded that 571 international
companies have opened their
regiomal
the Ringdom, most of which

headguariers in

FASTFACTS

® The incentives program
offers coverage of up to 38
perocent of the initial project
imvestment, capped at SRE0
million for each qualifying
initiative.

® The program s divided
evenly across the project
lifecycle, granting 50 percent
during construction and the
ramalning 50 parcent during
production.

are industirial Airms.

“We will provide these
companies with enablers and
incentives through  varouoas
programs. Our rode is not just
o promote ourselves but also
io enable various sectors o be
competinve I laind
dll Key seclors, as everyone has
meat ioned starting with the
indusirial sector— are indeed
attractive for investment,” sild
Al-Falih.

Al-Falih added that projec
tions indicate that the initia-
five is |'!-;]||_'|:Ir'|| L[] ;-l=|||:r:|1-|' il
estimated SR23 billion annually

il IIIt L | BT

in GDF from the targeted
projecis.
During the event, Energy

Minizter Prince Abdulaziz bin

Salman said each sector should
wndersiand its rale in achievinge

it= clajectives,
“Through this program, we

also aspire to achieve sustain-
ability by launching economi-
cally viable projects, creating
gquality job opportunities [or
saucdk men and women, ancd
foslering Innovation
creativity in indusirial sectors”
e =aidd.

He added: "“We believe this
methodology, centered  on
empowering industral projects,
will contribute to the gradual
cxpansion of these investments,
broadening  the  industrial
base for both investors and the

il

The objective of the
program is o equip the
industrial sector and
investors in the kingdom.
Hamad Al-Shaikh

Edi o¥ rronisbie of Jtate

Ringdom as a whobe."

The minister further under-
limesd that these initadives,
in the fotore, will grow into
leading companies that enrich
the mnational econoemy, diver-
:-:|l_'. NN SOLrGes, :-.11'.,:||]. e
Balance of pavments, and boosi
non-oil exports,

Faisal Al-Tbrahim, minister of
econoity and planning, said that
the program has been developsed
o grow and deepen the indos-
treal base, which will signifi-
cantly impact the overall non-oil
OOy

$2.66bn program to boost

“We look forward to secing
mon-all activities Increase in
number and become more
sustainable.  Therefore, it is
impartant o deslgn these incen-
tives in a way that does nol
create additional dependency on
thiem,” said Al-Ibrahim.

He added: “Instead, they
should create dynamism in the
private sector, enabling It to
mature and reach a stage where
it grows, confinues (o prodece,
and competes sustainably.”

According to Al-Thrahim, the
nation wanis to create a dynamic
private sector that relies on itself
and benefits from the incentives
Program.

“We measure success throwgh
the creation of high-guality jobs,
increased productivity, highe:
non-all exports, and an overall
INECTrease inoimvestneent o e
Kingdom, leveraging global
value chalnsg,” added Al-Thrahibm.

During the event, Hamad
Al-Sheitkh, minister of stale
and member of the Council of
Ministers, said that the objective
of the program is (o equip the
indlusirial sector amd invesiors
in the Kingdom,

"The goal s o empower the
industrial sector amd Inves-
tors, ensuring clarity regarding
application mechanisms,
evaluation criteria, and a clear
process for prioritization in case
miltiple investors apply lor the
same opporiunidy.” he said,
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INDUSTRIALIZATION

New industrial initiative to prioritize investor

demand in Saudi Arabia: Alkhorayef

MNadin Hassan ol

Sanudi Arabia is taking

a lexible approach to
distributing its SR10 billlon

(82.66 billion) standardized
Incentive program (o

maximize its impact across
Industries, according to a
senlor official.

In an interview with Arab News
on the sidelines of the Standard
Incentives for the Indoestrial
sector event, Sawdi Minister of
Industry amd Mineral Kesources
Bandar Alkhoraye! sad the
program is designed toalizn with
investor demand and deliver
opiimal returns.

“We are now very flexible with
regards (o the split belween
different  sectors  because  we
would like to see, you know, how
the appetite of the investor and
where are the areas where maybe
the program needs to focus more
and pul more cffort,” Alkhoravel
aalel.

The SRIO billlion standardined
Incentve prosgEram, announosd
by Alkhoravel in his opening
specch, aims o cmpower indus-
trial investments and promote
sustalnable development,

Covering up 1o A5 percent
of a project’s initlal invest-
ment, capped at SR million
per progect, the program secks
to reduce reliance on imports
by targmeting sectors with high
dependency on foreign products
and no local production,

The initative targels at least
200 projects,  focusinge on

Program aims to attract high-value industrial investments in the Ringdom

. "-"':' ’.-__‘- .

The program seoaks to reduce rellance on imports by targeting sectors with high dependenoy on foreign products and no local production. Shutterstock

FASTFACT

As part of Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030 strategy, the incentive
program aims to attract high-
value investments, diveraify
the industrial base, and

build a globally competitive

manufacturing scosystem.

industries where the Kingdom
rehies heavily on mmports.

"The impact is mainly going
to be on the balance of pavment
where all of the products thal
we have tarpeted are products
where we have a lot of imports
bul there is no local production,”
Alkhoraye! said,

The oljective 1= to “redoce

]

Any investor who

registers as o Sandi
imvestor doesn't g
have to be a Saudi %5

it ional.
Bandar Alkhorayel

St mni=ksr of Pk
B A eSS

oul imports” whitle enhancing
the ndustrial sector's capabalic
ties through new products and
lechnologes,

The program 15 inclu
sV, aecommodating
foreizn and local inves
s, “Any investor wiso
. regislers a8 a  Sauch
'!lll mvestor doesn’

|

have o be a Sawdi national, =o
even foreizn investors can tap
into this opportunity”  Alkhor-
ayel salcd,

Two key reguirements puide
cligibility: The project must
alipn with tarpeted products
listed In the program, amd the
program will contribute up to
SR million, not exceeding
30 pereent of the project's todal
ivestment size.

To ensure effective  fund
allocation, an inter-ministerial
commitiee  with  representa-
ives from the ministries of
sy, Investimenl, economy,
finance, and energy evaluates
cach project.

“They look at the different
opportunities — what does the
progect bring o the tahle o terms
off value, and then based on that,
its allocated,” Alkhorayef said.

Unlike  previous  models
fatlored for large-scale propects,
the current program has been
desipned to cater to SMEs.

“Tolay, we had to mreally
clesign something that s more
approachiable by SMEs." Alkhor-
ayef added.

The minister emphasized the
proeram’s focus on chemicals,
aufommotive,  and  machinery
sectors  while  maintaining
flexibility to adapt to changing
Anvesior inleresis

As parl of Sauch Araba’s Vision
20055  strategy, the incentive
program aims to atiract high-
vialue investments, diversify
ihve Indusirial base, and buaild a
globally competitive  manuifac-
turing ecosystem.

Madin Hossan H o ahb

Sanchh Arabia is de-risking invest-
ments for foreign small and
mediume-sized enterprises o
encourage their entry into the
Ringdom, according to a senbor
axlTicial,

In an interview with Arab
Mews o the sidelines of the
Standard Incentives lor  the
[nddustrial Secltor program. Saudh
Minister of Investment Khalid
Al-Falih said the initiative aims to
attract international SMEs thai
have Tor decades been integral
bo suppdy chains i their home
Countries.

The announcement follows a
joint effort by the minkstries of
ipdustry and mineral resotrces
and mvestment to allocate SR10
billion ($2.66 billion) to activate
standardized incentives for the
imdustrial sector,

This initiative, approved by
the Cabinet last month, seeks
o empower industrial invest-

meTils, foster  sustainable
development, and  enhance
Saudi Arabda’s global industrial
competitiveness,

“De-risking is a key comj-
nent, Come to Sacdd Arabdn, We
will de-nsk the mvestment [or
v, Al-Falih said, emphasizing

OPPORTUNITIES

Saudi Arabia de-risks investments to attract foreign SMEs

the govermments commitment
to creating a business-friendly
environment.

He added: “We will do maich-
making with the Saudi investors,
and then they can, hopefully,

Soudi Investment
Minister Bhalkd
Al=Falih sakd

the initiative

will attract
intemationol
SMEs thot hiave
Tor decades baan
integral 1o supgly
chalng In thedr

homa countrias.
AN piborto

recreate, and maybe we innovate
with them ito do something
bigmer for what they are doing in
thelr home cotmtry.”

The program also aims to baild
value chains by encouraging

international SMEs to collabo-
rate with local Sawdl firms,
fostering innovation amnd shared
growlh,

“1 think the Eingdom has been
doing well in attracting large
multinationals. However, when
we go to CGermany, we find out
70 to 80 percent of the German
GDP s by SMEs, who may only
operale in Germany and Europe.
They don’t Enow the Middie
East. They don't know Saodi
Arabia” Al-Falih said.

“Ags we bulld these wvalue
chains, we eed o help our SMES
in Saudi Arabda by bringing with
them some international SMEs

that have been doing some of
this production and manufac-
turing, feeding the large OEMs
wrginal  equipment  manufac-
turcrs) for decades in their own
Hme colntry,”

Whiles Saudi Arabia |has
successfully  attracted  large
scale investments in multibil-
Hon-dodlar projects  like  the

BT hycrogen bt tive,
Luckd, and Ceer, Al-Falibh moted
that  mid-sized — companies

face unique challenges. These
include a lack of credit history,
Hrmibted local ecosvstems, and

Saudi

SME job
growth hits
10-month

higl

Nirmal Marayanan Hlvach

Sauchl Arabia™s small and medium
enterprises recorded ther stron-
gest emplovment growth m 10
manths during December, fueled
by long-term expansion plans
and robust  dormestle demand,
ACCortling 1o a nesw report,

The Rivad Bank Saudi Arabia
SME  Purchasing Manageors'
[nckex stoad at 569 in December,

slizhily lower than November's
ar.] bart well above the neutral
A0 mark, Indicating  sustained
grow th 1 th seclor,

strengthening the SME
segment is a comerstone of the
Ringdoms economic diversifica-
Hom strategy under Viston 20050,
atmesd al reducing dependence
om ol revenues,

Fimamee Minkster Mobsommed
Al-Tadaan highlighted thi

FASTFACT

The Riyad Bank Saudi Arabia
SME Purchasing Managers’
Index stood at 56.9 in
Decamber, slghtly lower
than Nevember's 57.1 but
well above the neutral 50
mark, indicating sustained
growth in the sector.

sector’s rapid growth in October,
noting that the number of SMEs
in Saudl Arabla had douliled
over the past seven vears, wilh
45 percent mow led by women
entreprencurs.

“The Kivad Bank Saudi Arabia
SME PMI concluded the wvear
on a high nole, reflecling a
robust performance of the SME

sector. The fourth quarter of

the vear showcased a marked

rsing costs of funding and
production.
improvement over the third

guarter, with the average PMI
hitiing 56,8, the highest quarterly
reading since the end of 200"
siaicl Maif Al-Ghaith, chief econo-
mist at Rivad Bank

He added: “This wpturn in the
SME sector 1= a testament to e
thvVIng economlc environment,
characterized by increasing
oulput levels and a surge (6
INCOMINE NEW WOrk.”
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Cutiook Decline
IMF chiefl sees Unemployment
steady world rate in Canada
growth in 2025 ticks down
The International Canadss unemploviment rate

The entertalnmant aector |& expected to generate 450,000 jobs and contribite 4. 2 pefcent to Saudl Arabin's gross demastic product by 2030 -1in

Haur EI-Shman Hiyach

Sandi Arabias
entertalnment sector
is se*t For growth as the
eneral Entertalnment
Anthority launches

the third edition of ts

accelerator program, which
will support 52 startups.

The mitiative is designed (o
drive innovation, foster entre-
premeurship, and help shape the
future of the Kingdom's enter-
tainment industry, according o
the Saud: Press Agency,

The HW-month  accelerator
program  offers  participating
startups a comprehensive suite
of benefits. mcloding mentor-
ghip, consulting, oo-working
gpaces,  andl  international
X POsiire,

Each cohorl, consisting of
i companies, will receive

DRIVING INNOVATION

Saudi accelerator targets
32 entertainment startups

The 10-month initiative is designed to foster entrepreneurship

192 hours of expert guidance
and two international irips o

explore global market trends,
Aligmed with Saudi Arabia’s

Visilon 2030 ohjectives of
ecofpomic  diversibcatron, the
program is s¢i (o play a key rode
in strengthening the entertain-
ment ecosystem. With projec-
tions indicating that the sector
will generate 450,000 johs
amnd contribute 4.2 percent to
the country's gross domestic
product by 20050, the initiative
aims to enhance nnovation,
attract investment, and position
Sandi Arabia as a regional enter-
tainment hub.

The program builds on the
success of its previous editions,
The first accelerator, launched
in 2023, reviewed 2680 project
regisirations and  selected
14 startups alter a  Figoroos
vetling process. Entrepre-
neurs benefited from weekly

FASTFACTS

® The accelerator will
support startups through
two cohorts, aach comprising
16 businesses,

= Participants will receive
expert guidance, co-working
spaces, and two international
trips to explore global trends.

workshops, personalied
consulting, and opportunities to
connect with investors,

In the second editton, which
launched in  mid-2023, the
GEA expanded s efforts 1o
help startups overcome market
challenges and achicve sustain-
able growth. Tailored programs
helped participants navigate the
unifque obstacles of the enter-
ammment sector, INCreasing
their chances of success.

The GEA's initiative is part of
a broader sirategy 1o support
the ERingdom's growing enter-
fainment  mdustry. Through
this acceleritor, the GEA aims
to foster an environment where
innovation thrives, businesses
grow, and global partnerships
are forged,

In addition @ the exten-
sive mentorship and (training,
participants also had access to
a6 hours of expert counseling
i June 20023, with speakers and
consultanis from Sawdi Arabias
leading  entreprencurs sharing
valuable insights.

The success of the fArst two
accelerators ladd the founda-
tion for the third edition,
which s expected to continue
driving momentum in the
entertalnment  sector as i
evolves into a major contrib-
ulor to Saudi Arabia’s economic
transformation.

Resm Walld Hiyooh

Oman’s general index ol impaort
prices =aw an increase of 1]
percent o the third guarter
of 2024 compared to the same
period in 20023, according to data
fromm the National Center for
Statistics and Information.

The largest price hike was
observed in the miscellaneous
manulactured goods calegory,
which rose by 1l percent. This
was followed by beverages and
tobacco {up 67 percent), and
food and live animals {up 57
peErcenlh

Other nodable INCrEAses
included machinery and trans-
port equipment (5.3 percent),

DATA

Oman’s import price index up 1.1% in Q3 2024

chemicals and related materials
4.3 percent), raw  materials
(43 percent),  manufaciured
poods  primarily  categorised
by material (L6 percent], andd
vegetable and animal oils, fats,
andd waxes (0.9 percentlL

In contrast, the catcgory
af mineral fuelds and related
materials saw  a  significant
decrense of 22.2 percent.

This increase in import prices
glizns with Oman’s overall nise
in imporis, which grew by 108
percent, reaching 8 billion
Omani rials (320,88 billlon) by
June 20024, up from 7.2 billion
riitls in the same period of 20023

Additionally, the general index
of import prices declined by 4.8

HIGHLIGHTS

® The largest price hike was
observed in the miscellansous
manufactured goods category,
which rose by 11 parcent.

® This inoreass b import
prices aligns with rise in
imports, which grew by 10.8
parcent, reaching B billion rials
by June 2024,

® The general index of import
prices daclinad by 4.8 parcant
when compared to the second

quarter of 2024,

percent when compared to the
second quarter of 2024, This
drop was largely due o decreases
in the prices of beverages and
tobacco {-22.4 percent), mineral
fucls and related materials (<116
percentl, and chemicals  and
related materials (-1008 percent)

The miscellancows manufac-
mred poods category also saw
a reduction of 10.2 percend,
while machinery and trans-
port equipment dropped by
4.9 pereent. Howewer, the raw
materials category saw a 32
percent  increase,  vegelable
and animal olls, fats, and waxes
rose by 8.2 percent, and food
and live animals increased by
4.0 percent,

Monetary Fund will
forecast steady global
growth and continuing
cisinflation when i releases
an updated report on Jan,
17, IMF Managing Director
KEristalina Georgieva said.

Creorgieva sakd the
118 economy was doing
“ggiiife a bt better™ than
expecied, although there
wis uncertainty around the
irade policies of President-
elect Domald Trump.

With inflation moving
closer to the Federal Reserve™s
target, the Fed could afford
Lo wall for maore data belore
undertaking [urther interest
rate cuts, she said. Rewters

ticked down in December,
Ut meationsal Statiscs agency
said, ending 20024 with stgns
of strength as the country
readies for potential sconom;
wpheaval triggered by ineoming
Ll President Donald Truop.
1t sadd the December
WRenmpoVTRent Eale was
T peroent, down from 6.8
percent in November,
Movember's figure was the
highest since January 2017,
exe ludbng 2020 and 2031,
when pandemic bockdowns
dramatically impacted the
narnber of people working.
The econoemy added some
DLO0O0 jobs in December,
maost of them full-time. AFP

Chart of
THE DAY

Amazan chilmad tha tap

spot among online rotallers
in the WS in 2023, capturing
IT_6 perceant of the market.
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

Purposeful Performance

JONATHAN STAMLEY

In “Purposeful Performance,” Stanley distills
business-strategy consultant decades of experionce
and coach Jonathan Standey as & business owner and
givas businass cwners the CED into a powerful
:I-l.-u':lr‘l:l;l d-uu'-uln-p'mgn sErise of framework that -ﬁ'npl-i'ﬁuu
purposs andmeaning 0 strategic plannming
within and beyond | wﬂmsﬂ'[ﬂ | into just elght slhides.
their arganization, says | pERFORMANGE = s a guide to
areview publshedon | . b L | transform youwr
Eocdreads.com., IS L % busincss.
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Energy Libarallzation
French oil firm Ethiopiaopens

French oil mujor
TotalEnergies has begun
building a gas processing
facility in Irac, it saicd,
Artawilras2is will process
50 million cubic feet of gas
per day from the Ratawd lield,
which is currently Hared,
or burned off. The gas will
then supply local plants
to posver 200,000 house-
hokls in the Basra region.
The facility represenis a
S50 million investment,
part of a tatal £10 Billion
f b= spenit by Total over
four years. [t wall create up
to W0 direct and indirect
jobs during the construc-
Hom phase. Reuters

Ist stock exchange
infive decades

Ethiopian Prime Minkster
Abiy Ahmved rang a Wall
Streel-style bell o oMicially
launch the country’s brst
stk exchange in 50 vears,
part of efforts to liberalize
the strugeling economy,

Oindy one company was listed
om Lhe exchange on opening
day — Wegagen Bank — but an
official said they were aim-
ing to evenmally include 50
firms and 4 million investors,
withouwt setting a timeline.

A first sile of shares i
state-owned Ethio Telecom
wias launched in Oclober,
bt the firm was ot im
meciately listed on the
exchange as expected. AFP

' Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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The Aulosport Awards
partnership with Qiddiva
represents a pivotal moment
for both our organizations,

Werner Brobl

CF G al Mg ] Mabecrk
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ANMNUAL TRADE SHOW

Leading industry suppliers line
up for Gulf Print & Pack 2025

More than 150  exhibitors
including konica Minolta, Bobsi,
Hicoh, Canon and Fujifilm will
take part in Gulf Print and Pack
2025, the Middle Easts leading
commercial print and packoaging
tracde show  for  pomters,
machinery buyers and brand
owners. This edition will take
place for the frst time I Sawdi
Arabda at Rivadh Front Exhibition
and Conference Center from Jan.
14-165.

Live demonstrations of (he
latest commercial and package
printing technofogies are sel o
take center staze at the show,

Ronica Minolta will showcase
s latest innovations in produc-
tion printing and embellishment,
inchnding its MGI embelishment
technology, which adds striking

ierorative «fects o printed
materials, and the Accuniolabel
digital labe] press.

Bodwt will promote s most
recenl intmductions Ffor narmow
andd mid-web label and packaging
primimg, mcluding the Digital
AMaster 340510 Al-in-Une and
Digital Expert 3440 presses,

Ricoh will present a  bhirossd
ranee of digital printing solutions
including the Pro BE0 digital
mano  sheetfed press,  Pro
C7500 digital color sheetfed press,
Pro CRM00 digital color sheetfed
press and ProC5300 digital color
sheetfed press, along with the
Ricoh Avto Codor Adjusder.

l(t
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Canon  will demonsirate a
range of equipment  ncloding
the Arizona flathed UV series for
ngid media, the UVegel! Colorado
M-series  for  high-productivity

mll-to-moll  printing, and the
mmage FROGHRAF OIS for
premium photo and Ane art appli-

cations, These are supparted by
e PRISMA X1 software saite

EXCELLENCE IN MOTORSPORT

Autosport Awards
name Qiddiya as
presenting sponsor

The Autosport Awards, motor-
sports most prestiglons awards
evening, announced that Qiddiva
will be the presenting sponsor for
20025 This sponsorship inclades
the inauzural Business Exchange,
which will take place on the
moming of the awards cebebra-
tiom on Jan. 208 at London's keonde
Rotmdhoise,

The newly reimagsined
Autosport Awards will bring
together chte drivers, mmdustiry
leaders, and cebebritics for an
evening celebrating  excellence
i motorsport,. The evening s
the highiight of the racing social
calendar and will cefehrate the
best of the indusiry, across all
the molorsport seres, mclucding
those just starting out in their
careers and those who have been
Mmdamental in the development
of the gpart For decades.

Thee Autosport Business
Exchange 1= a high-level industry
conference  that will explore
kev topics in discussions on the
impact of artificial intelligence
technodogies and the growing
rode of wormen in motorsports.
A hilghlight of the event will be
a keyvnote by Zak Brown, CEQ of

McLaren Racing, who will share
his unique perspective on the
global racing series his leams
participate .

“The Autosport Awvards
parinership with Qiddiva repre-
sents & pivotal moment  for
both our oganizations” said
Wermer Hrell, CEO of Motorsport
Network. “For the first time, we
are inviting fans to experience Lhe
evening m person and become
immersed in the expericnce.
iddiva’s groundbreaking sports
and  entertainment complex
perfectly aligns with our cominit-
ment (o redefimng how  fans
connect with motorsports, and
we're thrilled o pariner with
them to bring the meimasgsied
Autosport Awards to life”

Qiddiva is creating a ground-
breaking entertalnement city near
Rivadh, which is poised iobecome
ane of the world™ prember sports
and culiural destinations.

“We are pleased to partner with
the Autosport Awarids, a renosvined
platform  celebeating  the  takent
and mnovation driving the future
of muotorsports,” added Abdullah
Al-Dvvwood, managing director of
Qickdiva Investment Company.

The showcase will also feature
a mezzanine area highlighting
retall  interior décor, signage,
and commercial  applications,
emphasizing Canon's versatility n
serving this market. The company
will also present information and
print samples from ils varioPRESS
VT B2 press and LabelStream
2000 chigital labe] press

IMPACTFUL INVESTMENT

FaFiT
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Meamwhile, Fujifilm will offer
visliors live  demonsteations
of itx latest technologies for
the analogue and digital print
markets, including the Revoria
Press PCH2Z0, Revoria  Press
EC2I005 and SC2855, Revona
Press ENS6 and ApeosPro C
multi-function printer.

Barry Killengrey, Vent

. FAST
. FACT

Gulf Prirt and
Pack 2025 will
take place for
the first thime
in Saudi Arabia

at Riyadh Front
E xhibition and

Confersnce

Center from
Jan. -18.

Live
demonsiraticns
af the Intest
eormmsarcial and
pachage printing

tachnologies
are et to take

- conter stage at
this leading trade
show In Riyaadh.

director, Guif Print and Pack,

gl *We are delighted o
wielooie leading Tl 1ES Ty
sippdicrs from across  the

cofmmercial and package printing
lamdscapse to Gull Print and Pack
2025 — another greal reason
why PElPs, commercial printers
and packazing converters should
visit the show™

Arab Energy Fund-led consortium
acquires Metito Utilities

The Arab Energy Fund, formerly
knowmn as APICORFP a leading
multilteral  impact  Hnancial
institubhon focwsed on the MENA
enerey sector, has succoessfully
led a consortium to acquire a
100 percent stake in, and provide
lurther growth capital to, Metito
Utilities, a glohal nvestor, devel-
oper and operator of sustainahble
waler management soluthons and
climate-restient water assels
This landmark transaction, in
parinership with Zamil Group
Investment Company  and the
Ghandour family, aligns with
TAEFs stralegac vision to advance
cnerey security and sustamability
by driving impactful investments
that address cntical infrastruc-
ture necds in water and wasle-
waler management across the
Middle East, Africa, and Asia.
Metito has been an Industry
leader in the water seclor since
1958, and Metito Utlities has
more than 25 years of experi-
ence in the investment, develop-
ment, and long-term  operation
and maintenance of water and
wastewater concesskons. It has
a proven track recopd of over
36 successful concessions  and

An Independont sewnge treatment plant in Dommam,

has a long-standing legacy of
plomeering  water  and
water management,  delivering
first public-private parinership
projects in the sector in countries
such a5 Sawdi Arabia, the UAE,
Uzbekistan, Epyplt, Rwanda,
sSertia, Qatar and bevond.

Khalid Al Al-Ruwaigh, CEOQ
of TAEF, “The
ment in Metito Utilides marks
i strategic milestone m TAEFs
mission fo  advance sustain-
able infrastructure amnd energy
vilue chalns, Water amd energy
are desply mierconnected, and
this collaboration, alongside our
partners Zamll Group Investmen
Company  and the Ghandowr

TR T [

sl AViEsL-

family, a5 well as Metito Utili-
i talented team, allows us 1o
strengthen  regonal  eadership
in addressing  water  scarcity
challenges while delivering long-
ferm value creation. We aim {o
acoclerate growth and innovation
across new and exdsting markefs.”
Abdullrahman K. Al-Zamil,
presddent of Zamil Group Invest-
ment Company, suid: “We have
consistently sought opportunities
that combine business excellence
with meaningful impact. Water
securtty s Pmdamental 160 our
region's future, and Metito's exper-
fise In water management aligzns
perfectly with our commitment to
sustainable development.”

Corporate
Briefs
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Logistics

FedEx boosts
e-commerce

growth in KSA

FedEx, the world's largest
express trunsportation
company, has launched
FedEx International Connect
Plus in Sandi Arabia and the
[TAE. II ks a shipping solution
ideal for e-commeroe
packages wrighing up to

20 k. This new interna-
tional, day-definite service
combines specd with
competitive rates, connecting
e-tatlers in just three (o four
ks clavs,

The launch of FICP further
enhances FedEx e-commatroe
capabilities, as e-tailers are
increasingly seeking more
diversified, cost-effective
soluthons o mest thedr
customers’ cvolving necds.

Cybersecurity
Kaspersky
reveals ‘free’

crypto trap

Hesearchers at Raspersky
have uneovered a new
crvplocurmency Irad
scheme that manipulates
users into transferring Munds
under the guise of acouiring
“free” crvplo asscts, The
sCheme operates throweh
commenits beft on YouTube
vicheoe devoded o financial
topics, These comments are
written by newly created
accounts and include a secd
phrase for a crypto wallet
supposedly containing
LPSLFT (Tethor) tokens. Sinoe
knowing the seed phrase
pstsally means controlling
funds in the cryvplo wallet, an
unsuspeciing uscr, tempted
by the prospect of casy
mioney, can easily be drawn
into the scam.

Creativity

Sharjah Literature
Festival kicks of f
Jan. 17

The emirate of Sharjah s

&4 to launch the inaugural
Sharjah Literature Festival,
which will take place

Frorm Jan., 17 to 21, under

the shogan “Emirati Tales
Inspire the Future.” The
Fesstival is held under the
patromage of Sheikh Dr,
Sultan bin Muhammad
Al-Qasimi, member of the
Supreme Council and ruler of
Sharjah, and the guldance of
Sheikha Bodour bint Sultan
Al-Qasimi, chairperson of
the Sharjah Book Authortty
and honorary president of
the Emirates Publishers
Association. This event is
podsed toestablish itsell as a
rovajo Eistunre in the emirtes
annual cultural calendar.
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Sport News_

. Ja Morant scored the goemee=winner with
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5 = 3 L R
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18.8 sscomnds loft, Bing the Grizles to a 127-
125 victory oweor the Minnescta Timberwolves
in o tensicn-pachksd NBA shootout.
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Boui ngM agazine poised for bold new era
under Turki Al-Sheilh's stewardship

Relaunch at London's Old Royal Naval College sees historic celebration

Bahor Hussain L ondon

The historlc Okl Roval Naval
College was the perfed backdiop
for 4 momentous occasion; the
relaunch of Boxing Magaeine, o
pushlscation stesped in trackition and
rerswTied for s m-depth coverae
of the sweet sciciee.

Established in 1832 Hoxing
Mazazine has chronicled the evalu-
ton of boxing for more than a
oeniury, becoming a trusted vopoe
for fams amd insiders alike.

Mow, under the stewardship of
Turlkd Al-Sheilth, advessr to the
Sanckl Foval Court and head of the
Ringdom’s General Entertainment
Authaority, the magirine is possed
lor & b 1w 13

First published m the eardy 20th
century, Boxing Magazine quickly
cemented its reputation as the
definitive source of news, analysis
and prodiles in the world of boxing,
Chver Lhe decades. i1 has covered
lcgendary  bouts, oclchrated
champéons, and documented

the sports growth on a global
scale. From the roaring 19205 to
the digital age, the magazine has
akapled o changme mes wiidle
mantamng  its commitment o
cpeality powirnaelisam.

& &

Boxing Magazine isa
bridge between tradition

and modernity.
Turki Al-Shaikh

Saud aviaraiment sstharty onlof

e
=
S m—y
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saturday’s relaunch event was 3
tribute to this kegacy, with zuests

inchuling prormdnent

boxing:
sports medha, and entertamment
inchisiry. Attendess marveled al
an exclusmve exhobbon of ook
magazine covers amd  memora-
hilia, offering a nostalzic joumey
through boxdngs storied  past.
AlSheikh, who  attended  the
event, highlighted the magazine
polential to unite ghebal boximg
enthusiasts.

FEEUNes

from  the CrimEiiiy,

Visionary leadership
The scquisiion of  Boxing
Masazine by Al-Sheikh is a siznifi-
catt turning point for the publica-
o, Knowwn [or s imnslormiative
waork as GEA head, Al-Sheikh has
e imstrumental in fostering
cultural and sporting advances
in the Kingdom. His presence
at ithe event unsderseoresd his
commitment to elevating the
magazine's profibe and broad:
ening its global reach.

L=
| &

In his remarks, Al-Sheikh empha
sized his passion for boxing and the
rale of sport in brideing culiures.
“This magasine is more than a
puhlication; it 1= a brdize between
iradition and modemnity, a testa-
meril o the endunng power ol
sporl o insgpdre and unite,” he saicd.

As part of the event, special
awards were presented to recog-
nize  ustanding achievements
i U boxig workd. Bally Thb
was honomd with The Ring
Comeback of the Year award, while
Damiel Dubois received The Ring
Knochkout of the Yeaur award for his
stunming RO ol Anthony Joshis,

Sandi Vision 200540

The relaunch of Boxing Magazine
dligms seambessly with Saucki Viston
2050, the Kingdom’s ambitions
biucprint for economie and culiural
iransformation. By investing
in glohal culural and sporting
axseds, Sauch Arabia aimes 10 estab-
tish itself as a hub for innovation,
creativity and emtertainment. The

reinviporntin of a historic brand
like Boxing: Magazine reflects this
coamimitment, showing how traci-
b amd o can Tarmonooe,

Uniker  Al-Shetkhs |eder-
ship, the magarine is expected 1o
expsied s reach fo nesw sudiences,
particulary i the Midkdle Easl
aned Asiin. regions where boxing is
experiencing rapid growth. Flans
imctude hilingual editions, interac-
Bfves ebjeminal fatlorms, & e lbeatmd
app, amd printed versions of the
magaane. These mitiatives aim Lo
celebrate boxings heritage while
FAEPTRETAE 165 fuvtnre,

Bright future ahead

As Boxing Magazine enters this
exciling ey Chapder, its relaunch
il the {dd Roval Naval Codlege
symbofizes the endurmg apgseal
of boxing as a sporl and culiural
phenmmenon. With Al-Sheikh
the hedm, the Mugadime = wiell
positioned o honor ils stored past
while embracing the opportunities
of the future.
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Arab tennis
hero Ons
Jabeur
plans to
bounce back

The Tunisian star is confident
of hitting the heights again

All Khabed (umal

Last vear was not one that
Tunisian lennis supersiar
Oms Jabear will remember

with great fondness.

Having enthralled fans with her
unique brand of tennis in the
two previous vears, reaching two
Wimbledon finals amd hitiing the
world No2 ranking, 2024 was
beset by injuries and dismuptions.

As Jabeur prepares io lannch her
Australian Open campsugn against
Anhelima Ralinina of the Ukraine,
she is determined to get back to the
form that her army of supporters
hiad come 10 expect of her,

“I'm [etling much belter,
happy to be back,” she todd Arab
News, “l feel like I'm playing
godsd, I'm getting back imio the
game T feel very motivated and
cdefinmely  very
continue playing even better and
e good news (s there are a Lol ol
greil things Lo Improve,”

positive, [ can

since landing in Ausiralia at the
start of the yvear, Jabeur has taken
AT in Lne Brishane International
where she reached the quarterdi-
mals, ax well as the Adelalde Inter-
mational, Improving her loem,
and not her current WTA world
ranking of 39, is the priority.

"l feel like ranking maybe
would be a bde brrelevant in this
case because if T focns a bol on i,
| might kind of not see the level
that I was in (beforel. T was in the
bop 10 for a pood time and 1 think
I e 1o abways remembser that
[ have that kevel to be one of the
ereat players in the world.

“I always say the mast impor-
fanl thing s that [ should have
the level and the ranking will
follow up o matter how much
time it will take.

“It is very important for me
o get back 1o my game, and
definidely mprove a ol af
points in my game. That would
help me be a better player,
especially, plaving agunst these

Sinoce landing in Australin at the start of the year, Ons Jabewr has taken part bn the Brisbane International. &F

unbelicvable plavers,  they're
improving all the time and tenmis
15 improving all the time. And [
think it is really important for me
iy ket v with that game”
Despite a tough vear, Taheur
15 now loeoking forward to mixing
it with the next generation
ol players, lor whom she has

plenty of prajse,

"It's very impressive. A lot of
things are growing very fast,
(there are)l a lot of unbelev-
“Y o
can see the level 1s super close
between different plavers and
it's definitely an honor for me
o b part of this generation,

able plavers” she said

they are Vounger than me, bul
playing at the same time, 1t's
great 1o see that.

“It's  definitely motivating to
getl back on to the court and 1y
[0 impose my game, bechuse ]
Enow my game 1= a it different
than any other plaver and the
challenge s Kind of exciting.”

Sli)_uf‘/
Briefs
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Morant lifis
Griczlies over
Timbervwolves

AMemphos star Ja Morand
seored the ganee-winmer witls
FELG secomndks beft, Hitmg the
Memphis Grizzhes toa E17-125
victory over the Minnesoda
Timberwolves in a tenskon-
praaced NBEA shodoat,

Aorant, pliying fs seooid
game baeck fromm a shoulder
Injury, soored a masdest 12
poinits and missed all four of
his three-point attempis,

Bat hie camwe through when
il mattered, driving for a layup
fhat made 1 125-125 with 541
sevoils lell. AFP

Indian cricket

BCCI elects
Devajit Saikia
to top job

I ias powerful and hugely
wealthy cricket board on
Sundday clected its new chaef,
former player and advocate
Devagit Saikia, the only
person nominated to the top
pist.

“Devajit Saikia s declared
dulv elected as the Secretary
al BOCLT the Board of Control
for Cricket in India said ina
statemeni.

Saikia, 55, suceesds Jay
Shah wivo left the position
to become chadrman of the
International Cricket Council,
the global governing body,

AFP

Mental toughnass

sabalenka
survives early

Open wobble

A batthing Aryna Sabalenl
credhited new a “menial tough-
niess” Sunday for hedping hes
SUFVTVE an Alstradian Open
frsi-set wobble that a few
years ago might have cost her
the mateh.

The two-time defend-
g Cchampon bl Slogipse
Stephens 6-3, 6-2.in the lirst
rowmid to begin her bid for a
historie hat-trick at AMefboume

k. Bt the Belarusian dad

not have it all her oswn way
against the 2007 US Open
chanypion on Rod Laver Arena

e rared invio a -0 beadd
bedore a serses ol unforoed
errors allowed the Shvear-odd
American to break back twice
for 45 AFP

Follaw Arnb News
Briafs all throwgh the
day mhrabMows
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‘I've been in this business making films
neow for ower two decades with two Oscar
rnominations, beon n many blockbuster
filmia, wnd yet, I'm atill strugpiing fmancially,
I'rn definitely undespadd” 'Gladiater” and
‘Bleod Diamond’ actor Dmon Howunsoau told
CHNN= Africun Valcos Changemmbkars,

TheSix
Coffee spols

Explore these vibrant

spots to enjoy Rivadh's
erowing cafe scene.

Wisdom Cale

[nspared by Russian calfes,
Wisdom Cafe offers drmks in
vibrant ceramic cups, cozy
geating, and greenery, all se
against pink and blue decor, The
raff Kussian coffee is a must-try.

Lazy Cat Cale

Located in Lavsen Valley, this
cat-themed spod offers feline-
inspired intertors and an
outdoor dining patic. The menn
features dishes like créme brulee
pancakes, lazy efge pastrami and
Turkish Simil Benedict.

"

-y

Cavida Calé

Perfect for any time of day,
Cavida offers cozy cormers for
work or sweel treats with felends.
Try their tirmmisu cake, saffron
modesse, or spicy chocolate dnnk.

Laduree

The Parisian classic impor is
ko for its colorful macamns
demon, raspberry, pestachio) amxd

breakfast options like shakshouka,
crofssands, and mushroom omelets

Musa and the Palm

A Jeddah-born cafe in the
Diplomatic Quarter featuring
diates with umdgue fillings and
sigmature drnks like the palm

Latte and date smoathie.

Ouia

In Al-Qairavwan, Oula's pastel
decor and playTul tagline
acoompany hot drinks like
Spanish luttes and treats like
melfel cheesecake,

Khoudri

urges voting
ahead of
Cesar Awards

Tiberias” Rellecting on Abbass’
chosen exile and the ways in
which the women of her family
have influenced her and her
mothers Hves, Sovalem’s film
portrays four gencrations of
daring Palestinian women,
including her great grand-
mother, Um All, her grand-
midher Nemal, and her great

Ak Mows [otal

French Algerian actress
Lyna Khoudrl took (o
social media to drom

up support for *Bye Bye
Tiberias,” which is eligible

in the documentary

category at the 50th Cesar
Awards In France.

Frances answer to the
Academy Awards, the Cesar
Awards will be held on Feh, 28,
with voting for all categories
closing on Jan. 28,

T'he awards are voted on by a
cohort of 4,000 professionals in
the Alm and media industries.

Khowdn does not feature
in “Bye Bye Tiberias,” French
Palestinian Algerian flmmaker
Lina Soualem’s documentary
feature that follows Palestinian
actress Hiam Abbass, whis
s best known for her roles
in HBOs “Succession™ and
Hulu's “Ramy” as well as [lms
incinding “Mundch”™ and
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Finally

CLOSE UP

d

aunt Hosnieh.

“When my mother reads a
poseTn about my great grand-
mother, we can feel that she
is overwhelmed by emotion,”
soualem, who is also Abbass”
daunghter, previously told Arab

NS,

“And the story of my great
aunt combines all the tragedy

Lyna Khoudrl of our Family, because it's the
took to boss of place, Ii's the separa-
w i | than from family, it's the body
flor tive Mims, separated from the soil.
including ‘Bye I conldn®l imagine being

Bye Tisarias ° separated from my mother
Flka/ ety anil sister for 30 vears. And
:iﬁ?ﬁu whal is impressive is that,

“Hlade Runner 20457
Abbass grew up in the
Crthilean village of Der
Hanna. In her carly 20s,
she made the decision to
beave her family home
annel Follow beer direarm
of becoming an actress
in Europe. Behind her
she left her mother,
prandmother, and seven
RESLOTS,

It is this decision that
b5 central to “Bye Bye

NETWORKING RHUB
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CALEEOTY,

despite all of this, my
Freal aunt seems to he

a maxdel of femininity
and] positivity for my
mother. The one who
lost the mast is the one
whe taught her the

Khoudri also took
to Instagram to
promote director
Hakim Atoud’s “ Blosod
Ties" in the Best
short Fiction Film

K-POP

BTS'J-Hope
sels first solo
worldlour

South korean pop star J-Hope,
best known as a momber of BTS,
has revealed plans for his
iragral solo world tour. The
tour, titled “Hape on the Stage,”
will begin in February and span
continents, with stops scheduled
i magor cities across Asia and
North Amernica.

The announcement was made
o fan platform Weverse on Friday.

The tour will open with a
three-day residency at the RSPO
Do in Seoul] from Feb, 28 w0
March 2. The performances will
als0 be streamed live, giving
fans worldwide a chance to join
in. Following the Scoul kickoff,
J-Hope will emnbark on a 31-show
itinerary across 15 ciiles,
including Brooklyn, Chicagn,
afd Mexico City in North
America, along with Manila,

Saitama, Singapore, Jakarta,

Banghok, Macao, Taipei, and

Dsaka in Asia

STAR WARS
RoryMcCann
Joins Ahsoka
cast

Arab News [unal

scattish actor Rory MoCann,
mst famaois for plaving the
The Hound on HBEO'S “Game
of Thrones,” will replace late
acior Ray Stevenson for
A second season of Star
Wars show “Ahsoka,” The Holly-
wiond Reporter has confirmed.
Stevenson plaved the former
Jedi known a= Bayvlan Skoll in the
Dsney s seres. He died after a bricf
Ulness in May 2023, three months
before: the series premiered.
The actor also had roles
in “Punisher: War Zone” the
“Thor™ movies and TVS “Rome”

The Harrods Hive networking hub returns to Saudi Arabia

Rahaf Jambil Hiyach

The Harmods Hive Rivadth
returned for its second edition
on Saturday, this tinee hosted
al the Diriyah Sabes Center in
Al-Dirivah. In parinership with
the Saudi Youth Sockcty, the event
featured afternoon tea and three
imsightiul panels.

The lirst panel, titled “Growing
a Creative Comimunity in
the Spotlight,” discussed the
Importance of conmection amld
rapid evodution and growth in

the Ringdom. The second panel,
“Stories That Matter,” centered
DO OWIIME one's passion and
pioneering change. The final
panel, “Sparking Innovation
Locally through Global Tnflu-
encers,” explored the intersec-

tion of local and global creativity.

The Arst panel inclhaded Sauds
artist Lubwah Al-Homeoud,
hespoke tallor Yousel Tammar,
ched Mona Masly, and cultural
pchvisor Yasmine Rasool. An
artist known lor blending tradi-
tiomal Islamic art with modern

Panallats at The Harrods Hivae
nitwarking avart in Delyah, AN shoto

abstraction — Al-Homoud
cmphasized the signihcanoe of
connection in ar,

“Art is a bridee that connecis
us all ... when someone resonates
with my worlk, it feels like a
villkclition of my pournesy.”

Tammar, an emerging Saucki
tailor studying in Rome,
reflected on the culiural shifts
he expertenced and expressed
a desire to integrate his skills
imto Saudi culture, focusing on
elevating the quality of tradi-
tional clothing. I want to bring

a nimw perspective to traditional
dhesigms,” he shared. “Its about
honoring our heritage while
embracing innovation.”

Forr bver paart, Rasool said: “This
1% the best thme (o be in Sandi ..
we're on the brink of a cultural
renaissance, with so many voloes
ready to be heard.”

This vear, the hub focused
o the concept of buklding
connections — as Al-Humousd
concluded: *In a world that often
feels chivided, art and creathaty
are whial unite us.”



