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Mauro Morandi,
ltaly’s Robinson
Crusoe, dies

Rome: Mauro Morandi,
whose 32-year sojournon
an uninhabited
Mediterranean island led
to his being known as
Italy’s Robinson Crusoe,
died January 3 in Modena,
Italy. He was 85.The cause
was a brain hemorrhage,
said Antonio Rinaldis, who
wrote a 2023 book with
Morandi about his life on
the island. Unlike Daniel
Defoe’s hero, who was
shipwrecked and fervently
hoped to be rescued,
Morandi chose his life of
solitude. He said he had
fallen in love at first sight
with Budelli, a pristine, un-
developed island off the
northerntip of Sardinia. He
arrived in 1989 he said. He
left — against his will —in
2021, writing on social me-
dia that he was tired of
“fighting against those
who want to send me
away.” NYT

ITALY
Vaticanallows
gay mentotrain
tobe priests

Rome: The Vatican has ap-
proved new guidelines
for Italy that say that an
applicant for the semi-
nary cannot be rejected
simply because he is gay,
aslong as he remains celi-
bate. The guidelines say
that seminary directors
should consider sexual
orientation as only one
aspect of a candidate’s
personality. They do not
change the Catholic
Church’s teaching that
“homosexual tendencies”
are “intrinsically disor-
dered,” and that men
with “deep-seated” gay
tendencies should not be-
come priests. But they
clarify that if a candidate
remains chaste, his sexual
orientation should not
disqualify him from en-
tering priesthood. NYT

THAILAND
Suspected killer
of ex-Cambodia
lawmaker held

Bangkok: A suspected hit-
man accused of killing a
Cambodian former oppo-
sition lawmaker in a
brazen attack in Bangkok
was handed over to Thai
authorities on Saturday
from Cambodia, where
he had been arrested af-
ter crossing the border.
Thai national Ekkalak
Paenoi, 41, faces charges
including premeditated
murder in the Tuesday
shooting death of Lim
Kimya, 74,in the Thai cap-
ital. REUTERS

MONTH AFTER ARREST OVER PROTEST
OVER 150 WORKERS OF IMRAN’S PARTY GET BAIL

An anti-terrorism court in Pakistan granted bail to at least 153 workers of jailed former PM Imran Khan's
party, more than a month after they were arrested during a protest. Defence Minister Khawaja Asif rejected
the reports that the government made any offer to transfer Khan to his Banigala residence.

WATERWAY WILL REMAIN INPANAMANIAN HANDS: ADMINISTRATOR

Will remain open to all: Panama canal admin

rejects Trump claims on Chinese meddling

Says canal can't
give special
treatment to US
ships because of a
neutrality treaty

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PANAMACITY, JANUARY 11

THE ADMINISTRATOR of the
Panama Canal said Friday that the
vital waterway will remain in
Panamanian hands and open to
commerce fromall countries, re-
jecting claims by President-elect
Donald Trump that the United
States should take it over.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Ricaurte
Vasquez denied Trump's claims
that China was controlling the
canal's operations,and said mak-
ing exceptions to current rules
concerning its operation would
lead to “chaos.”

Black boxes in
crashed South
Korea plane
failed to record
final 4 minutes

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEOUL, JANUARY 11

THE BLACK boxes of a Boeing jet-
liner that crashed in South Korea
last month stopped recording
about four minutes before the
accident, South Korean officials
said on Saturday, possibly com-
plicating investigations into the
cause of the disaster that killed
179 people.

After analysing the devices,
the US National Transportation
Safety Board concluded that
both the flight data and cockpit
voice recorders stopped work-
ing about four minutes before
the crash, the South Korean
Transportation Ministry said.

The Boeing 737-800 oper-
ated by Jeju Air skidded off arun-
way in the South Korean town of
Muan on December 29 after its
landing gear failed to deploy,
slamming into a concrete struc-
ture and bursting into flames,
killing all but two of the 181 peo-
ple on board.

After initially analysing the
black boxes, South Korean offi-
cials sent the devices to the NTSB
for closer examination after dis-
covering that some of the data
was missing. The transportation
ministry said it wasn't immedi-
ately clear why the devices failed
to record data in the last four
minutes.

He said Chinese companies
operating in the ports on either
end of the canal were part of a
Hong Kong consortium that won
a bidding process in 1997. He
added that US and Taiwanese
companies are operating other
ports along the canal as well.

Trump has gone so far as to
suggest the US should take back
control of the canal and he would

| .!!‘ =

not rule out using military might
to do so. The Panama Canal is vi-
tal to our country,” he had said.
Trump has characterised the fees
for transiting the canal that con-
nects the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans as “ridiculous.”

Panama President José Ratl
Mulino has said unequivocally
that the canal will remain in
Panamanian hands.

AR -4

Administrator of Panama
Canal Ricaurte Vasquez
says making exceptions to
current rules concerning
its operation would

lead to chaos

Responding to the suggestion
that the US could try to retake
control of the canal, Vasquez said
there was “no foundation for that
sort of hope. That s the only thing
[cansay.”

Vasquez stressed that the
Panama Canal was open to the
commerce of all countries.

The canal can’t give special
treatment to US-flagged ships be-

cause of a neutrality treaty,
Vasquez added. “The most sensi-
ble and efficient way to do this is
to maintain the established
rules.” Requests for exceptions are
routinely rejected, because the
process is clear and there must-
n'tbe arbitrary variations, he said.
The only exception in the neutral-
ity treaty is for American war-
ships, which receive expedited
passage. Some 70% of the sea traf-
ficthat crosses the Panama Canal
leaves or goes to US ports.

The US built the canal in the
early 1900s as it looked for ways
to facilitate the transit of com-
mercial and military vessels be-
tween its coasts. Washington re-
linquished control of the
waterway to Panama on Dec 31,
1999, under a treaty signed in
1977 by President Jimmy Carter.

Regarding the fees for using
the canal, Vasquez said a planned
series of increases had concluded
with one this month.

“There's no discrimination in
the fees,” he said.

A helicopter makes a drop as smoke billows in the Brentwood area of Los Angeles, California, on Saturday. Reuters

Los Angeles wildfire switches direction,
posing new threat despite winds easing

Toll at 11; over 10,000 structures burnt; health emergency declared over smoke

REUTERS
LOSANGELES, JANUARY T1

THE LARGEST of the raging wild-
fires that have devastated parts
of Los Angeles this week was re-
ported to have shifted direction
on Saturday, triggering more
evacuation orders and posing a
new challenge to exhausted fire-
fighters. Six simultaneous blazes

Amid peace talks, Trump
envoy to meet Netanyahu

Jerusalem: US President-elect
Donald Trump's Middle East en-
voy Steve Witkoff will meet Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Saturday following
his visit to Doha, an Israeli official
said, amid efforts to secure a
hostage deal and ceasefire in Gaza.

A second Israeli official said
some progress had been made in
the talks between Israel and
Palestinian militant group Hamas,
mediated by Egypt, Qatarand the
US, toreach adeal in Gaza.

Witkoff arrived in Doha on
Friday and met the Qatari Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani.

On Saturday, the Palestinian
civilemergency service said eight
people werekilled, including two
women and two children, in an
Israeliairstrike on a former school
sheltering displaced families in
Jabalia. The Gaza Civil Emergency
Service said five people were
killed and several were wounded
in two strikes. REUTERS

that have ripped across Los
Angeles County neighborhoods
since Tuesday have killed at least
11 people and damaged or de-
stroyed 10,000 structures. The
fierce Santa Ana winds that
fanned the infernos eased on
Friday night.

But the Palisades Fire on the city's
western edge was heading in a
new direction, prompting an-
other evacuation order as it

edged towards the Brentwood
neighborhood and the San
Fernando Valley foothills, the Los
Angeles Times reported.

Before the latest flare-up,
firefighters had reported
progress in subduing the
Palisades Fire.

On Friday night, the Palisades
Fire was 8% contained and the
Eaton Fire 3%, state agency Cal
Fire said.

The two big fires combined
had consumed 35,000 acres , or
54 square miles - 2-1/2 times the
land area of Manhattan.

Some 153,000 people re-
mained under evacuation orders
and another 166,800 faced evac-
uation warnings with a curfewin
place for all evacuation zones.
Officials have declared a public
health emergency due to the
thick, toxic smoke.

Chinese FM makes surprise visit to
Maldives, holds talks with President

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BEIJING/MALE, JAN 11

CHINESE FOREIGN Minister
Wang Yi made a surprise visit to
the Maldives, during which he
held talks with President
Mohamed Muizzu and discussed
the state of bilateral relations,
amid Male’s recent warming up
to India. Wang, who is also a
member of the powerful Political
Bureau of the Communist Party,

met Muizzu during his stopover
in Male on Friday while on his
way back from a tour, official me-
dia reported.

This was the first major visit
by a Chinese official to Maldives
after Muizzu visited China in
January last year, months after
his election.

In his meeting with Wang,
Muizzu stressed the importance
of fast-tracking key infrastructure
projects outlined in the agree-
ments and MOUs between the

two countries, Maldives mediare-
ported.

On Wednesday, Maldivian
Defence Minister Mohammed
Ghassan Maumoon visited New
Delhi and held talks with his
Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh.

They discussed boosting the
defence preparedness of the
Indian Ocean archipelago. During
Ghassan's visit, India donated USD
4 million worth of military equip-
ment to the Maldives National
Defence Force (MNDEF).

‘THE STRENGTH OF SAM 8 DAVE WAS THAT WE WoOULD DO ANYTHING TO PLEASE THE AUDIENCE’

Sam Moore, who sang ‘Soul Man’, ‘I Thank You’ in Sam & Dave duo, dies at 89

BILL MORRIS
FLORIDA, JANUARY 11

SAM MOORE, the tenor half of
the scorching soul duo Sam &
Dave, known for indelible hits
suchas“SoulMan,” “Hold On,I'm
Comin” and “I Thank You,” died
Friday. He was 89.

His death, after surgery at a
hospital in Coral Gables, Florida,
was confirmed by his wife and
longtime manager, Joyce. The ex-
act cause was unclear, she said.

Attheir peakin the 1960s, Sam
&Dave churned out R&B hits with
a regularity rivaled by few other
performers. When “Soul Man”

topped the R&B charts and
crossed over to No. 2 on the pop
charts in 1967 (it also won a
Grammy), its success helped open
doors for other Black acts to con-
nect with white audiences.

“The strength of Sam & Dave,”
Moore said, “was that we would
do anything to please the audi-
ence.” Moore and Dave Prater, a
baritone, met atan amateur night
at the King of Hearts, a nightclub
in Miami, in the early 1960s.

Both men had started out
singing in church. One night in
1964, Ahmet Ertegun, Jerry
Wexler and Tom Dowd of Atlantic
Records came to see them per-
form.Impressed, they offered the

duoa contract.

Working with producers and
songwriters Isaac Hayes and
David Porter, the house band
BookerT.&the M.G.sand the crisp
horns of the Mar-Keys, Sam &
Dave were soon enjoying the ben-
efits of stardom.

Samuel David Moore’slife can
be divided into three almost im-
plausibly tidy acts. Act 1 began
with his birth in Miamion Oct. 12,
1935. His mother, Louise
Robinson, was a teacher, and he
described his father, JohnRichard
Hicks, as “a street hustler,” a tire-
less womaniser whose son was
soon following in his footsteps.
(When his mother married aman
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Singer Sam Moore performs at the Lincoln Memorial in

Washington on Jan 19, 2017. AP

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

named Charlie Moore, the boy
took his stepfather’s surname.)

While still in high school, Sam
was shot in the leg by the jealous
husband of a married woman he
Wwas seeing.

He later served 18 monthsin
prison for procuring prostitutes.
But music lifted him. He sang ina
Miami Baptist church, then with
an a cappella group called the
Majestics and a gospel group
called the Mellonaires, before
teaming up with Prater.

Act2beganwithSam&Dave’s
first breakupin 1970, as their pop-
ularity waned. When their solo
careers failed to take flight, they
reunited and broke up several

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Ukraine captured
two North Korean
soldiers in Kursk,
says Zelenskyy

REUTERS
KYIV, JANUARY 11

UKRAINE HAS captured two
North Korean soldiers in Russia's
Kursk region, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Saturday, the first time Ukraine
has announced the capture of
North Korean soldiers since their
entry into the war last autumn.

North Korean regular troops
entered the war on Russia's side
in October, according to Kyiv and
itswesternallies, whoinitially es-
timated their numbers at 10,000
or more. Ina poston X, Zelenskyy
said that the soldiers had been
brought to Kyiv and were com-
municating with the Security
Service of Ukraine (SBU), the
country's domestic intelligence
agency. “As with all prisoners of
war, these two North Korean sol-
diers are receiving the necessary
medical assistance,” Zelenskyy
said. He said journalists would be
given access to speak to them.

Kyiv says that North Korean
troops are fighting in the Kursk re-
gion, where Ukraine launched an
incursion in August.

Russia has neither confirmed
nor denied the presence of North
Korean troops in Kursk, and there
was no immediate reaction from
Moscow or Pyongyang to the lat-
estreport. Ukraine had previously
said it captured North Korean sol-
diersin combat, but that they had
been badly wounded and died
shortly afterwards.

Zelenskyy said inalater video
address that the troops had been
captured by Ukraine's special

VENEZUELA

A North Korean soldier
captured by Kyiv, a picture
shared by Zelenskyy on X

forces working alongside para-
troopers. A video posted by the
SBU appeared to show the two
captured men. One had his jaw
bandaged due to an apparent
wound, while the other was
drinking through a straw. A doc-
tor interviewed for the SBU's
video, who was not named and
had his face blurred, said one of
the soldiers had a facial wound
and would be treated by adentist,
while the other had an open
wound and a lower leg fracture.
The SBU said the North
Koreans had been transferred to
Kyiv for questioning, and that be-
cause they could not speak
Ukrainian, Russian or English,
their questioning was being done
in Korean with the help of South
Korea's NIS intelligence agency.
The SBU said one of the sol-
diers had been captured with a
Russian military document with
the name of another personregis-
tered in Russia, while the other did
not have any papers. The agency
said the soldiers had beenbornin
2005 and 1999, and had been
serving in the North Korean forces
since 2021 and 2016 respectively.

As Maduro sworn in,
Opp grapples with hope,
and despair; US raises
reward for his capture

ASSOCIATED PRESS
CARACAS, JANUARY 11

THE INAUGURATION of
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro left his opponents to
grapple with with conflicting
feelings of hope and disappoint-
ment on Saturday, pondering
why the self-described socialist
leader could not be stopped de-
spite credible evidence that he
had lost the election last year.

Many expressed cautious op-
timism, finding a measure of
comfort in the social media
videos released by two opposi-
tion leaders — popular former
lawmaker Maria Corina
Machado and Edmundo
Gonzalez, the opposition's can-
didate in the vote — who had
promised to topple Maduro.

Maduro compared himself to
a biblical David fighting Goliath
and accused his opponents and
their supporters in the US of try-
ing to turn his inauguration into
a “world war.”

Machado, in a message on
social media Friday, said she was
confident that the country's
“freedom s near”.

A day earlier, Machado had
emerged from months of hiding
to join a protest in Caracas.

Underscoring Maduro's

times. The two were never per-
sonally close.

Sam & Dave toured in the
United States, Europe and Turkey;,
but their drug abuse had begun
to take its toll. Their downward
spiral was briefly slowed when
John Belushi and Dan Aykroyd, as
the Blues Brothers, recorded a hit
version of “Soul Man” in late
1970s, bringing new attention to
the original.

Moore and Prater performed
together for the last time on New
Year’s Eve 1981 in San Francisco.
After walking offstage, they never
spoke to each other again. Prater
recruited a new partner, Sam
Daniels, and they worked to-

EXPLAINED

Election fraud
2 charges

OPPOSITION FACTION
accuse Maduro of ballot
fraud. Their proof: tally
sheets collected from
85% of voting machines
that show Gonzalez
won. Nevertheless, elec-
toral authorities declared
Maduro the winner
hours after polls closed
on July 28 but, unlike in
previous contests, they
did not provide detailed
vote counts.

growing isolation, the US,
Canada, Britain and the
European Union announced
new sanctions Friday on more
than 20 Venezuelan officials.

The outgoing Biden adminis-
tration increased its reward for
information leading to the arrest
or conviction of Maduro ondrug
trafficking charges to $25 mil-
lion, from a previous $15 million.

Meanwhile, Gonzalez, who
had left the country, in his video
message, told supporters that
Maduro's government will end
“soon, very soon”. “lam ready for
safe entry at the right time,” he
said.

gether, billed as Sam & Dave or the
New Sam & Dave Revue — over
Moore’s objections — until Prater
died ina caraccidentin 1988.

Act 3 opened the year after
that final show, when Moore mar-
ried Joyce MicRae, a self-described
“upper-middle-class Jewish girl
from Chicago” who had first seen
him perform in 1967. She helped
him get sober, took over manag-
ing his career and guided him
through a productive professional
twilight.

Sam & Dave were inducted
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
in 1992 and received a lifetime
achievement Grammy Award in
2019. NYT
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14 ARRESTED

Kerala teen
athlete claims
sexual abuse
by 62 people
over years

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 11

KERALA POLICE has registered
five cases and arrested 14 people
after an 18-year-old from
Pathanamthitta district alleged
that as many as 62 people sexu-
ally abused her over the last sev-
eral years.

Police said the girl, who is
from the Dalit community, has
alleged that she had been sexu-
ally abused from the age of 16.
The alleged incident came to
light when volunteers of the
Kerala Mahila Samakhya Society
met the girl, a district-level ath-
lete, during a field visit.

When she told them she
wanted to share her ordeal, the
volunteers informed the district
Child Welfare Committee (CWC).

Pathanamthitta Superin-
tendent of Police V G Vinod
Kumar said the probe has been
intensified.

“More cases will be regis-
tered based on the girl’s detailed
statement, which is being
recorded by women police in the
presence of her mother. Action
will continue based on her state-
ments,” he said.

Apart from relevant sections
of the Indian Penal Code and the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), the
suspects were booked under
various sections of the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989. Five cases were regis-
tered in the last two days.

Advocate N Rajeev, who

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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WOMEN AGNIVEERS PREPARE FOR ARMY DAY

Women Agniveers from the Corps of Military Police march during rehearsals for the Army Day parade in Pune on Saturday. This is the first time an all-women
Agniveer contingent will take part in the Army Day parade, to be held at Bombay Engineer Group Centre, Khadki, on January 15. Pavan Khengre

Citing CAG report,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

A WAR OF words erupted be-
tween the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) over the findings of a CAG
report purportedly saying that
the state exchequer incurred a
loss of Rs 2,026 crore due to the
Delhi government’s now-re-
tracted excise policy.

Following news reports by
TV channels CNN News 18 and
India Today, BJP national presi-
dent Jagat Prakash Nadda went
on the offensive and said “inten-
tional lapses” in the policy
caused losses of Rs 2,026 crore to
the exchequer. AAP dismissed
the report and said it was “man-
ufactured at the BJP office”.

“Intoxicated by power, high
on mis-governance. ‘AAP’DA
model of loot in full display and
that too on something like liquor.

Anti-Naxal, J&K veteran
cop will be Delhi Police
Special Commissioner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

ADDITIONALDIRECTOR General
of Police, Law and Order in J&K,
Vijay Kumar, who has led J&K
Police in Kashmir Valley for the
last five years, will take over as
Special Commissioner of Police
in Delhi.

This comes at a time when
crime and gang-related violence
in the Capital became a political

Vijay Kumar
isanIPS
officer of the
1997 batch

flashpoint between the AAP
state government and the Centre
— Delhi Police comes under the
Union Home Ministry.
A 1997 batch IPS officer of
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

AAP model
of lootin
full display:
Nadda

Just a matter of a few weeks be-
fore they are voted out and pun-
ished for their misdeeds. CAG
Report on ‘Liquorgate’ exposes
@ArvindKejriwal and @AamAad-
miParty Gov. Intentional ‘Lapses’
in Policy Implementation Rs 2026
Cr Loss to Exchequer money
(Sic.)” Nadda said in a post on X.
Retaliating to the allegations,
AAP chief national spokesperson
Priyanka Kakkar accused the BJP
of “manufacturing” the “fake” re-
port to attack the AAP.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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SpaDeX satellites 230 metres apart,
Nadda says 2,026 cr ISRO may attempt docking today

loss’ from liquor |
policy, targets AAP

Report manufactured at BJP office,
has no credibility: AAP hits back

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE INDIAN Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)is hoping to
get third-time lucky as itis likely
to make another attempt at
docking the two satellites of the
SpaDeX mission in space on
Sunday.

The two satellites, called
Chaser and Target, were brought
together, just 230 metres apart,
on Saturday evening and locked

(=]

=

S Exercising

m L]

" @ caution
DOCKING TWO moving

satellites in space is a com-
plicated operation, so it is
no surprise ISRO is being
cautious. Since this is just a
technology demonstration
mission, getting it right is
more important that get-
ting it done on schedule.

in that configuration for further
checks.

Officials told The Indian
Express that the final docking
manoeuvre may be carried out
on Sunday.

ISRO had to postpone the
docking plans on two occasions
earlier,on January 7 and January
9, because the satellites had not
been able to achieve the required
alignment.

“After the last manoeuvre,
the satellites had drifted away,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bumrah likely to miss Champions
Trophy group stage matches

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, JANUARY T1

IN A setback for India, strike
bowler Jasprit Bumrah is likely
to miss the group stage of next
month's Champions Trophy due
to health reasons.

The Indian Express has learnt
that Bumrah, who has swellingon
his back, hasbeen asked toreport
to the National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru where his re-
covery will be monitored.

The strike
bowler has

swelling on
his back

The Champions Trophy,
which will have the world’s top
eight ODI teams, begins on
February 19, with the matches
scheduled at Karachi,
Rawalpindi, Lahore and Dubai
for India's games.

The national selectors, who
met in Mumbai on Saturday to
pick the team for the T20 series
at home against England later
this month, are learnt to have
been updated about Bumrah's
fitness status. Though the dead-
line for announcing squads for
the Champions Trophy is
Sunday, the BCCI has sought an
extension.

Selectors are considering if
they should name Bumrahin the
squad of 15 or add him to the list

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

At Maha Kumbh, a 30-member musicians’
band strikes a united note — for 4 decades

ANAND MOHANJ
PRAYAGRAJ, JANUARY T1

ON THE banks of the Sangam,
where the Ganga and the
Yamuna converge, Azad Band’s
12-hour performance reaches a
crescendo, enthralling its audi-
ence — a sea of saffron-clad sad-
hus at the Maha Kumbh in Uttar
Pradesh’s Prayagra;.

A week after controversial
statements by religious leaders
of either side over the entry of
Muslim traders in the mela, the

Azad Band performs in Prayagraj on Saturday. Vishal Srivastav

30-member band led by musi-
cians from the community has
become a symbol of tradition
and resilience. For the band,
which has been playing at the
Kumbh for 40 years now, its mu-
sic is more than just entertain-
ment — it is a bridge, a prayer
and a celebration of unity.
“Sangeet ek sagar hai. Iska koi
ant nahi hai. Yeh Hindu-Muslim
chalta rahega. Ganga-Jamuni
tehzeeb rahegi (Music is endless,
like the ocean. Communal ten-
sions will keep going on but the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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The five brothers
and their wife

As the restored version of
The Mahabharata releases,
Mallika Sarabhai looks back

at essaying Draupadi
FOUR-PAGE PULLOUT

INCLUDES HIGH-STAKES BMC

Cracksin MVA:
Uddhav Sena
says willgo solo
inlocal elections

Will wait for Uddhav to announce, says
Cong; NCP-SPto leave it to ‘district units’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY T1

UNDER INCREASING pressure
from its cadre, who questioned
the utility of being in the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance af-
ter its humiliating defeat in the
Maharashtra Assembly elections,
the Shiv Sena (UBT) Saturday an-
nounced its intent of contesting
all the urbanlocal body and Zilla
Parishad elections including the
one for the coveted Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corporation
onits own.

“From Mumbai till Nagpur,
we will fight corporation elec-
tions on our own. Let it happen
once and for all, we want to test
ourselves. We have been givena
go-ahead for this by party chief
Uddhav Thackeray,” Shiv Sena
(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut said in
Nagpur Saturday.

The move comes after the
Shiv Sena (UBT) faced intense
criticism from its own elected
MLAs and cadre following the re-
sults of the Maharashtra
Assembly elections. The al-
liance’s combined tally of 46
seats—including 20 from Shiv
Sena (UBT), 16 from Congress,
and 10 from NCP-SP—was lower

We want

to test
ourselves:
Sanjay Raut

than that of the Shinde Sena
alone (57).

Additionally, Shiv Sena
(UBT) garnered just 9.96% of the
vote share, a significant drop
from the 16.72% it got in the Lok
Sabha elections barely six
months earlier.

After the election setback,
party leaders urged Uddhav
Thackeray to consider severing
ties with the MVA and contest-
ing elections independently. On
November 25, two days after the
Assembly results, the majority of
20 MLAs from Shiv Sena (UBT),
in their first meeting with
Thackeray, had asked for break-
ing away from the MVA.

They had argued that doing
so would be essential for recon-
necting with their base and pre-
venting further support from
drifting to the Shinde Sena.

With critical corporation
elections on the horizon, includ-
ing the BMC, which the Shiv

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Members of Public
Service Commissions
must not be wedded
to any ideology: V-P

Criticises practice of granting extension
in service, post-retirement appointment

SANATHPRASAD
BENGALURU, JANUARY 11

SPEAKING OUT against appoint-
ments “driven by patronage and
favouritism” in Public Service
Commissions, Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Saturday
said PSCmembers should not be
“wedded to a particularideology
or individual”.

Dhankhar also criticised the
practice of granting extensions in
service, calling it a “setback to
those who are in line” and a
move that “defies the logical
principle of extension”. In this
context, he also spoke out against
post-retirement assignments,
saying such “largesse... is anti-
thetical to what was visualised
by framers of the Constitution”.

Dhankhar was delivering the
inaugural address at the 25th
National Conference of Chair-
persons of All State Public Service
Commissions in Bengaluru.

V-P Jagdeep Dhankhar with
Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah
in Bengaluru, Saturday. ANI

Calling for the strengthening of in-
stitutions, he expressed concern
over the divisive and polarised na-
ture of India’s polity, and under-
lined the need for “political fire ex-
tinguishers”.
“It is with utmost restraint
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

As kite festival draws near, ‘terrace tourism’ takes flight in Old Ahmedabad

PAGE1
ANCHOR

PARIMAL DABHI
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 11

A WELCOME drink, a lunch
spread with delicacies like und-
hiyu and til-chikki, hand mas-
sagers to work out the kinks
from the shoulders, and music,
masks, hats and vuvuzelas (plas-
tic horns) to celebrate a win.

As the two-day Uttarayan,
celebrated in north India as
Makar Sankranti, inches closer,

Old Ahmedabad gets as compet-
itive about “terrace tourism”, as
it does about flying kites during
the festival on January 14-15.

With most residents of Old
Ahmedabad, which was given
the UNESCO World Heritage City
tag in 2017, moving to the other
end of the city, across the
Sabarmati — where terraces are
rare, have been taken over by so-
lar panels or are at a distance
from each other — contests in
the skies continue to be more ex-
citing in the walled city.

During the two days of the
festival, intense kite fights take
place on these rented terraces,

where victors’ shouts of “kai po
che(I've cut the kite)” are accom-
panied by bewigged and
masked spectators blowing vu-
vuzelas.

Though the concept of terrace
rentals has existed in Old
Ahmedabad for a few years, travel
firms have now started offering a
range of packages for those inter-
ested, including people from
across the city, different states,
other countries and even corpo-
rates.

Ajay Modi, who runs a travel
firm and owns three houses in
Old Ahmedabad’s Khadia local-
ity, says, “Many people from pols

Y.

The concept of renting out terraces to kite-fliers started in
Old Ahmedabad a few years ago. File

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

(localities in the walled city) mi-
grated to other parts of
Ahmedabad over the years. Since
last year, I started offering terrace
tourism packages because the at-
mosphere in pols during
Uttarayan is unique. By renting
out their terraces, house owners
earn some money, while people
who want to enjoy Uttarayan
here, do so with such packages.”

Stating that he rents out all
three of his terraces, Modi says,
“Each of my terraces can accom-
modate a maximum of 12 per-
sons. They can be rented for Rs
3,000 per person on Uttarayan
(January 14)and for Rs 2,000 per

person on Vasi-Uttarayan
(January 15).”

Prakash Bhavsar is a resident
of Khadia who facilitates terrace
rentals. “People whowant torent
terraces contact me and I put
them in touch with the house
owners concerned.| have already
facilitated four deals this year.
Though women from some
houses in the walled city are in-
volved in gruh udyog (home en-
terprises), they rarely use their
terraces. Terrace rentals are a
great way for them to supple-
ment theirincome,” says Bhavsar.

Ketan Vyas, a resident of
Dariapur in Old Ahmedabad,

says he rents out his massive ter-
race, which can accommodate
between 30 and 50 persons. His
package, which includes a host
of features, costs Rs 3,800 per
adultand Rs 2,400 per child. Like
Modi’s, Vyas's terrace package
comes with a host of facilities.
However, he says, it offers some-
thing that few can — parking fa-
cilities.

Modi, whose terrace package
does not include parking facili-
ties, says, “Since parking spaceis
very limited in the walled city, I
tell my guests to either take a taxi
or an auto rickshaw.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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¢ At Kumbh, band strikes united note

communities will remain
united),” says bandmaster
Mohammad Shabbir;,

Controversial statements from
religious leaders had created a
flutter over the past week. While
Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi
Bareilvi, president, All India
Muslim Jamaat, had alleged that
the Kumbh was “being held on 55
bighas of Waqf land”, Swami
Narendranath Saraswati of
Varanasi's Sumerumath had said,
“If Sanatani Hindus are not al-
lowed to enter Mecca, why should
those people be allowed entry
into the fair?”

However, many of these lead-
ers changed tack after UP CM Yogi
Adityanath stepped in to say that
“here (at the Kumbh), there is no
distinction of sect or caste”.

Following Adityanath'’s re-
marks on “people who perceive
Sanatan Dharma with a narrow
mindset”, Akhil Bhartiya Akhada
Parishad chief Mahant Ravindra
Puri, who had earlier spoken out
against traders from different
communities, issued a plea for
communal harmony. “If you see
the labourers who work here, set
up our ashrams, (they) are
mostly non-Hindus...Many peo-
ple who work in our akharas are
Muslims. Take our bands for ex-
ample, many of them are
Muslims. We want those people
to enter (Kumbh) who follow
Sanatan Dharma,” he said.

Igbal Mohammad of Azad
Band says “music has no reli-
gion”. He says, “The Muslim
community in Prayagraj mainly
works as painters, scrap dealers,
in the furniture market and plays
in bands. My father also played
at the Kumbh Mela. Our band is
a hit among the sadhus.”

The band is a kaleidoscope of
talents: Mehraj Ali is the lead
trumpeter; Chand, the brass
maestro; Guddu, a bhajan singer
inhis 60s who has attended quite
afew Kumbh melas; and Ameen,
the drummer. Together, they cre-
ate an infectious rhythm that
makes them a favourite among
the sadhus.

“We have been performing
since December 2. Thisis our sev-
enth peshwai (grand procession
taken out by sadhus from their
akhadas),” says Munna, a drum-
mer whose father also played for
the sadhus, adding that a peshwai
is incomplete without music by
bands like theirs.

e ‘T'errace tourism’

Hemant Bhatt, a doctor based
inKhadia and the secretary of the
Khadia Itihaas Samiti (KIS), which
promotes the heritage of the
walled city, says only a few homes
and havelis in the area used to be
rented by corporates during
Uttarayan. “Terrace tourism took
off in a big way over the past two
years. Thanks to this trend, old
houses in pols may now be con-
served. People are now motivated
to preserve theirhomesin pols in-
stead of selling them or turning
theminto a place of business,” he
says.

The demand for terrace rentals
has spiked this year, says Modi.
“There are around 400-500 good
terraces in the walled city. I have
already rented out all three of my
terraces. I have received enquiries
for 100 more terrace rentals. Sofar,
I have helped 25 house owners
rent out their spaces free of cost. I
am functioning as a terrace bu-
reau these days,” he says, visibly

“Babaji ko cassette nahi achha
lagta. Unko band chahiye (Sadhus
don’tlike taped music. They want
live bands),” explains Chand, re-
ferring to the increasing domi-
nance of DJsin weddings and fes-
tivals.

For Azad Band, the Kumbh is
both a spiritual and professional
high point. During the proces-
sions, they play bhajansincluding
‘Ram Teri Ganga Maili’ and ‘Jai
Ganesh’, songs that have become
the soundtrack of devotion. If the
sadhus are pleased, they reward
the musicians with Rs 500-1,000;
if not, the band must move on.

But making music is a gru-
elling task. The musicians walk
12 km daily, escorting the sad-
hus from one point to another,
often playing for 12 to 16 hours
at a stretch. They take quick
breaks to wolf down roti-sabzi,
snatch a few hours of sleep and
return to the mela at dawn.
Despite the physical demands
and precarious earnings, the
band’s camaraderie shines
through as they bicker over
warm up tunes and patch up
over a cup of tea.

“We don’t think in terms of
Hindu-Muslim,” says Lalli, a
singer. “I am Hindu, but I don’t
think of my Muslim brothers as
different. Most Hindu musicians
have left this field. It's our Muslim
brothers who are keeping this art
alive.”

Sadhu Bhavani Giri, who ac-
companied the band from
Hanuman  Mandir, says,
“Hinduism takes everyone in its
fold. The Sangam is for everyone.
They (the band) are doing God'’s
work. Musicis God.”

Though many in Azad Band
think of music not just as a pas-
sion, but also a lifeline, the rise of
DJsand recorded music threatens
their livelihood. Marriage season
brings sporadic work, but life is a
struggle during the rest of the year.

“Our fathers played for sadhus.
We are doing the same now. But
how much longer can this last?”
Munna says.

Yet, the band persists, driven
by its love for the craft and the

bonds that have been forged over
the years. “Azad Band is notjusta
name; it's our family,” says |
Shabbir. “We’'ve married intoeach !

other’s families. Our children are

growing up together. Thisismore
than a business — it’s our way of |

life.”

coined for himself.

dles in the form of a mobile
tower nearby or solar panels. Or
there is a tree nearby, making it
difficult to fly kites. So they pre-
fer to come to the old city with
their family. Then, there are NRIs
or people from outside Gujarat
who just wish to savour
Uttarayan in the old city. Even
corporates rent terraces to cele-
brate Uttarayan with their
clients.”

Bhupen Shah, 60, a Mumbai
resident who had rented Vyas’s
terrace in Dariapur during
Uttarayan last year, says, “I had
heard a lot about Ahmedabad'’s
pols and the celebration of
Uttarayan there. So [ decided to
rent a terrace for Uttarayan last
year. It was a fantastic experience.”
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Cracks in MVA: Uddhav Sena says
will go solo in local elections

Sena has controlled since the
1970s, the party believes that
breaking away from Congressand
NCP (SP) will provide a stronger
platform to challenge both the BJP
and the Shinde-led Shiv Sena, par-
ticularly in the high-stakes BMC
race.

Elections to municipal corpo-
rations in Maharashtra’s major
cities have been delayed for the
past two years with state-ap-
pointed administrators oversee-
ing their operationsin the interim.

Raut, however, clarified that
the party was not breaking away
from the MVA. “In both Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections, our cadre
was denied the opportunity to
contest, which hindered the
party’s growth. We have now de-
cided to independently contest
Corporation, Zilla Parishad, and
Council elections to strengthen our
party base,” Raut said.

ShivSena(UBT)leaderslargely
supported the move with many
pointing out that the demand to
go solo had been raised by their
grassroots supporters for quite
some time now.

“Until we contest alone, we
won't fully understand our
strength. While there was a need
foranalliancein the Lok Sabhaand
Assembly elections, our cadre suf-
fered as they were unable to con-
test.Urban body elections offer us
the chance to provide them with
that opportunity. We must stand
on our own feet. After the
Assembly elections, several of our
leaders expressed that if we had
fought independently, we would
have secured more than 20 seats,
far beyond what we managed as
partofthealliance,” said ShivSena
MP Arvind Sawant from South
Mumbai.

The state unit of the Congress

was guarded in its response, ac-
knowledging that while its party
cadre shared similar sentiments,
theannouncement cameasasur-
prise. “First of all, Sanjay Rautis not
the party president. We would
have responded if Uddhav
Thackeray had made this an-
nouncement. We also believe that
such statements should not be
made publicly and should instead
be discussed first among the sen-
ior leadership,” said Mumbai
Congress chief and Lok Sabha MP
Varsha Gaikwad.

Gaikwad also noted that
Congress workers felt going solo
inlocal body elections mightben-
efitthe party. “Ourworkers feel the
same, but that doesn’t mean we
have made adecision to contestin-
dependently. The party leadership
will take the final call,” she added.

Meanwhile, another ally, NCP-
SP, stated that its state leadership

does not interfere in decisions re-
garding civic body elections, leav-
ing it to its district committees.
“We gather feedback from the
ground and allow local leaders to
make the decisions,” said NCP-SP
spokesperson Mahesh Tapase. He
also pointed out that during both
UPA-1 and UPA-2, Congress and
NCPhad contested local body elec-
tions separately in various parts of
Maharashtra.

The MVA alliance was formed
after the 2019 elections when the
Shiv Sena, then united, broke away
from its partnership with the BJP
over the chief ministership issue.
The Sena, subsequently, aligned
with the NCPand Congress to form
the MVA government. However,
the alliance collapsed in 2022 af-
ter Eknath Shinde led a rebellion
within the Sena, followed by a split
in the NCP a year later, led by Ajit
Pawar.

e SpaDeX satellites 230 metres apart, ISRO may attempt docking today

but they were safe. Now, we are
re-attempting the entire process.
There are certain fixed hold points,
the satellites would be brought to
these hold points again, before we
attempt docking again,” an ISRO
official had said at that time.

As per the docking plan, the
Chaser satellite is supposed to be
progressively brought closer to the
Target satellite, holding positions
at a distance of 5 km, 1.5 km, 500
metres, 225 metres, 15 metresand

3 metres, before joining together.

SpaDeX is a technology
demonstrator mission in which
ISROis attempting a docking ma-
noeuvre for the first time. In-space
docking is a critical capability for
the more ambitious missions that
ISRO has planned in the future, in-
cluding the sample return mis-
sion, manned moon mission,and
the building and operation of the
Bharat Antariksh Station.

Only three other countries —

US, Russia and China — currently
have this capability.

The first actual mission re-
quiring the docking capability is
likely to be Chandrayaan-4,
which is supposed to bring back
lunar samples to Earth. The re-
entry module of this mission,
which will be designed to with-
stand the heat of re-entry to the
Earth’s atmosphere, is planned
to be launched separately. The
transfer module carrying sam-

ples from the Moon will dock
with the re-entry module in the
Earth’s atmosphere.

The first module of Bharatiya
Antariksh Station is expected to
be launched in 2028. It is sup-
posed to have five modules, which
are expected to be launched sep-
arately and brought together in
space.

The human mission to the
Moon is not expected to happen
before 2040.

¢ Anti-Naxal, J&K veteran cop will be Delhi Police Special Commissioner

AGMUT (erstwhile J&K) cadre,
Kumar was posted as Inspector
General of Police, Kashmir in
December, 2019, four months af-
ter the Centre abrogated J&K’ s
special status and downgraded
itinto two Union Territories.

At the time, Kumar led oper-
ations against Naxals in
Chhattisgarh and had already
helped conduct an “incident-
free” general election (2019) in
Naxal-hit South Bastar.

Kumar was repatriated from

- Chhattisgarh to handle the post-
- Article 370 abrogation law-and-
- order situation in Kashmir val-
ley.
pleased with the moniker he has
- was key to the implementation
Listing reasons why people |
rent terraces in the walled city,
Modi adds, “At times, terracesin
western Ahmedabad have hur-

As Kashmir police chief, he

“This CAG report that the ClV],
the LG, the Speaker (of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly) have not
seen, nor is available on the web-
site of the CAG...what suchreport
have they received? This is the
same sheet of paper that the BJP
manufactures at its office...that
has no credibility. . .the BJP manu-
factures fake papers and runs
away after making accusationson
their basis,” Kakkar alleged.

According to the purported
CAGreport, the actualimplemen-
tation of the policy was consid-
ered sub-optimal compared toits
stated objectives. It is learnt to
state that vends in non-conform-
ing wards could not be opened
and equitable distribution of re-
tail vends could not be achieved -
whichwasamajoraimofthe new

policy.

of the Centre’s Kashmir policy on
the ground.

During his tenure, Kumar led
counter-terror operations in
which several militants were
killed and policemen received
gallantry medals. In their wake,
the number of local militants
was down to 25 — the lowest
ever.

Kumar also initiated Valley-
wide police operations to bring
down local recruitment by mili-
tant groups.

It was also under Kumar’s
leadership that the J&K Police
crackdown came under criticism
for “harsh high-handedness”, as
several overground workers, po-
litical workers, civil society ac-

Itis also said to have flagged
the issue and management of
zonallicenses having major short-
comings including exclusivity
arrangements between zonal li-
censees and wholesalers as well
as brand pushing. In regards to is-
sues related to the formulation of
the policy, the purported reportis
said to flag lack of necessary per-
missions from the Council of
Ministers in some decisions
which had revenue implications.

According tothe purported re-
port, while liquor sale in Delhi
from December 2021 to August
2022 under the new policy wasan
estimated 64 crore bottles, much
more than around 58 crore bot-
tlesbetween December 2018 and
August 2019, it did not result in
higher revenues for the state gov-
ernment.

tivists, were booked under UAPA
and Public Safety Act.

In April 2020, Kumar was
also behind the new practice by
J&K Police to not allow families
of militants killed in encounters
with security forces to conduct
their last rites.

This was done ostensibly to
prevent public assembly and
protests.

Kumar is also said to be in-
strumental in the Centre’s “har
ghar tirangarallies” organised in
Kashmir; conduct of “incident-
free” first ever election for
District Development Councils
in 2020; G20 events in 2023;
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo ya-
tra and ensuring peaceful an-

This, according to the pur-
ported report, was because the
new policy did away withlevying
and collecting revenue on a per
bottle basis in advance on pre-
sumptive sales based on the 2019-
20 financial year. This gave retail-
ers an incentive to ramp up sales
volume through measures such
as deep discounting without ad-
ditional revenue to the Delhi
Government.

The CAG report is also pur-
ported to have flagged design is-
sues including the imposed exclu-
sivity arrangement between
manufacturers and wholesalers,
which eventually increased the
riskof monopolisation and carteli-
sation. Besides, it is learnt to have
flagged the cases of related busi-
ness entities holding licenses,
waiver of licence fees to zonal li-

e Bumrah set to miss Champions Trophy group matches

of reserve players for the tourna-
ment. Itislearnt that the BCCTwill
initially submit a provisional
squad to the International Cricket
Council. As changes to teams can
be made till February 12, it gives
selectors time to monitor
Bumrah's progress closer to the
tournament.

According to a BCCI source,
Bumrah is expected to be fully fit

only by the first week of March.
“He (Bumrah) will be going to
NCA for his rehabilitation. The ini-
tial report says he doesn’'t have a
fracture but has swelling on his
back. So the NCA will monitor his
recovery and he will be there for
three weeks. But even after that,
he will have to play a match or
two, even if they are practice
games organised to check his

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

match fitness,” said the source.
While India's last group
match,against New Zealand, ison
March 2, it is unclear if Bumrah
will be ready to play. Prior to this,
India will play Bangladesh on
February 20 and Pakistan on
February 23. India will play all
their matches in Dubali, as the
team refused to travel to Pakistan
citing security concerns and the

nual Amarnath Yatra.

During his tenure, J&RK Police
lifted the ban on Muharram pro-
cession in Srinagar city after 34
years.

In January 2020, Kumar or-
dered the arrest of Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Devender Singh when the police
found out that Singh was ferry-
ing militant commander Naveed
Babu to Jammu in his personal
car.

During Assembly polls in
nine states in 2018, Kumar was
the chief coordinator for Central
security forces. He was awarded
a national award for this work.
Kumar has received six gallantry
medals.

censees, operationalisation of
liquor vends in non-conforming
areas,and failure to ensure the set-
ting up of liquor testing laborato-
ries and batch testing for rigorous
quality assurance of the liquor be-
ing sold.

BJP MP Anurag Thakur ac-
cused AAP Convenor Arvind
Kejriwal of being the “kingpin of
the liquor scam”.

“In Delhi, Aam Aadmi Party
opened bars at many places un-
der the pretext of building schools.
According to CAG's investigation
report on 10 key issues, the Delhi
liquor scam by Aam Aadmi Party
has caused a revenue loss of ?
2,026 crore. The findings of the
CAG report have once again
proved that Arvind Kejriwalis the
kingpin of the liquor scam,” he al-
leged.

ICCagreed toa hybrid model. The
semi-finals are on March4 and 5,
and the final on March 9.

In the recent five-match Test
series in Australia, Bumrah took
32 wickets and won the player of
the series award. He sat outon the
final day of the series in Sydney
because of his injury. Australia
won the series and took the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

Bumrah has had issues with
his back earlier too. He missed
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Former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan Breaks
Down Economic Challenges

In this episode of Express Conversations, we
talk about pressing challenges for India’s
economy to become a developed nation.
We also discuss India’s growth rate,
unemployment, banking system,
demographics and government spending

e Public Service Commission members
must not be wedded to any ideology: V-P

Iamreflecting on an aspect. (In)
Public Service Commissions, the
appointment cannot be driven
by patronage, by favoritism.
There are trends that are visible.
[ do not wish to reflect on them,
but some of them are very
painful. We must account our-
selves to our conscience. We
cannot have a Public Service
Commission chairman or a
member wedded to a particular
ideology or an individual. That
will be undoing the essence and
spirit of the framework of the
Constitution,” he said.
“Extensions in service, ex-
tensions in any form for a par-
ticular post are a setback to
those who are in line. It defies
the logical principle of expecta-
tion. We have a doctrine of ex-
pectation. People devote
decades to be in a particular
groove. Extension indicates that
some individual is indispensa-
ble. Indispensability is a myth.
Talent abounds in this country.
No one is indispensable. And
therefore, it lies in the domain of
PSCs at the state and the central
level that when they have arole
in such kinds of situations, they
must be firm,” he said.
“Post-retirement recruit-
ment is a problem. In some
states, it has been structured.
Employees never retire, partic-
ularly those in premium serv-
ices. They get a number of ad-
hoc nomenclatures. This is not
good. Everyone in the country
must have due and that due is
defined by law... Any largesse of
this kind is antithetical to what
was visualised by framers of the
Constitution,” he said.
Dhankhar urged political
leaders to prioritise consensus-
building and address national
challenges without delay. “Our
polity at the moment is too di-
visive, too polarised. Interaction
is not taking place at the pre-
mium level in political organi-
sations. When it comes to the
nation, when the world is in a
transformative phase, it is
India’s century. That century can
be fully fructified for people’s
gain only when we have a calm

political atmosphere... We need
political fire extinguishers. A po-
litical divisiveness, a vitiated po-
litical climate is far more dan-
gerous than climate change,” he
said.

In this context, he also spoke
about the role of intellectuals in
society. “Intellectuals are sup-
posed to guide us. Intellectuals
are supposed to be fire extin-
guishers when there is social
disharmony, when there is a
problem. I find intellectuals are
formed into groups. They sign
representations they may not
have read. They think signing
representation is a password for
getting a position, if a particular
dispensation comes to power.
Now look at intellectuals, for-
mer bureaucrats, former diplo-
mats. You earned a level of pub-
lic service, which others must
emulate. You must be objective
in making representations. You
cannot create a group to sub-
serve your interest with change
of political alignments,” he said.

“Any institution, if it is
weakened, the damage is to the
entire nation. Weakening of an
institution is like a prick on the
body. The entire body will be in
pain... We must have strength-
ening of institutions. The Union
and States must work in tan-
dem. They must be in syner-
getic mode. They must be in
sync with one another when it
comes to national interest,” he
said.

Expressing concern over pa-
per leaks, he said: “This isa men-
ace you have to curb. Your fair-
ness of selection will have no
meaning if paper leakages are
there. And paper leakage has be-
come an industry,acommerce...
young boys and girls used to
have fear of examinations, how
difficult the question will be,
how will we address it? Now,
they are having two fears: fear
of examination and fear of leak-
age,” he said.

Karnataka Governor Thaa-
warchand Gehlot and Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah were
among those present on the oc-
casion.

e Kerala teen athlete claims sexual
abuse by 62 people over years

heads the Pathanamthitta Child
Welfare Committee, said the
matter came up before the com-
mittee in the second week of
December. He claimed she has
been facing sexual abuse from
the age of 13.

“I'told the girl to report before
the committee along with her
mother. She was given coun-
selling, and she opened up be-
fore a psychologist, narrating the
sexual abuse she has been facing
since the age of 13,” he said.

He said the girl’s family was
unaware of the alleged sexual
abuse. “She hadn't shared any-
thing with her mother. Since the
girl is an athlete, she has at-
tended various sports camps
over the years,” he said.

“Psychologists with the
Nirbhaya scheme spoke to her to
ascertain the credibility of her al-
legations. They also examined
her father’'s mobile phone, which
she had access to, to find out the
names of the alleged abusers.
Once the probe progresses, the
chances of involvement of more
people cannot be ruled out,” he
said, adding, “The girl has been

nearly 11 months of cricket —
from September 2022 to August
2023 — after undergoing a sur-
gery. He made a comeback at a
T20 match against Ireland.

The Indian team management
has been mindful of his workload
to prevent the strike bowler from
straining himself. Bumrah was
rested for the fourth Test against
England in Ranchi at the start of
last year. More recently, he was
rested for the third and final Test

shifted to a shelter under the
CW(C, considering her protec-
tion.”

Narrating the alleged chain
of events, police said one of the
arrested, aged 21, had sent ob-
scene photos and text messages
to the girlwhen she was aged 13
and also secured some nude
photos. When the girl was 16, the
man took her to a deserted rub-
ber plantation and allegedly
raped her, recording it on his mo-
bile phone.

It is alleged that he and his
friends gangraped her on an-
other occasion, and the accused
took her father’s phone number.

Significantly, some of the
suspects are already facing vari-
ous criminal charges - from
POCSO cases to culpable homi-
cide.

The mobile phones of the ar-
rested men have been seized,
said police.

“A few of the arrested are
from the victim’s village. I spoke
to the girl’s father, who said he
never knew about the incidents,”
said someone who knows the
family.

against New Zealand in Mumbai
so he could stay fresh for the Test
series in Australia.

In Australia, Bumrah bowled
151.2 overs in five Test matches
with an average of 13.06 and a
strike rate of 28.3.He was also the
stand-in captain for the first Test
in Perth as Rohit Sharma skipped
the match. Bumrah also cap-
tained the side for the final Test
inSydney when Rohit decided to
sitout.
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RESIDENTS OF GHAZIABAD

Minutes after man dies by suicide, wife

hangs herself from pole on road in Delhi

NEETIKA JHA &
UPASIKA SINGHAL
GHAZIABAD, NEW DELHI,
JANUARY 11

A30-YEAR-OLD man allegedly died
by suicide at his residence in
Ghaziabad after his wife left home
following a heated exchange on
Friday.

The wife, too, reportedly
died by hanging herself from a pole
near Loni roundabout after she
came to know of the man's death,
said police.

The Jyoti Nagar police station in
Delhi was alerted about the

woman’s death after a crowd spot-
ted her body on the road. A mobile
phone was discovered in her pocket.
As the police said were trying to
identifying the woman, the cell-
phone rang and a family member
identified the deceased as Shivani
(30).

The relative also told the police
that her husband Vijay Pratap
Chauhan (30) has also died by sui-
cide at their Ghaziabad home.

According to the police, the cou-
ple was married for two years and
had a one-year-old daughter.

On Friday, the couple had a rau-
cous fight, which escalated into an
exchange of blows, the officer

added. “The husband apparently
called his sister-in-law and told her
he couldn’t bear it any longer. He
asked her to take his wife away,” the
officer further said.

Following this, Shivani stormed
out of the house and called her
brother once she reached Saboli
Fatak. The brother asked her to wait
for him to get her, the police said.
Meanwhile, Vijay called Shivani,
threatening to die by suicide, they
added.

After a few minutes, around 4
pm, the police received a call from
Vijay's neighbours stating that he
has been found hanging from the
ceiling fan at his rented accommo-

dation at Jawahar Nagar in
Ghaziabad’s Loni border, Assisstant
Commissioner of Police (Ankur
Vihar), Bhaskar Verma said.

“After reaching the spot, the po-
lice team found that the neighbours
had already taken Chauhan's body
off the noose and laid him on the
ground in an attempt to revive him,”
he added.

After Vijay's death, Chauhan's
aunt Meera Sharma began to look
for Shivani and then called her to say
that Vijay was unwell, said police.
"Since Vijay had threatened to die
by suicide, Shivani grew suspicious.
Perhaps acting on impulse, she
hanged herself too,” said Verma.

The family, meanwhile, kept call-
ing her and one of the calls were
picked up by the Jyoti Nagar police
officers when they were trying to
identify Shivani's body.

While Vijay's body was taken to
the district hospital where the doc-
tors declared him brought dead,
Shivani's body was shifted to Guru
Teg Bahadur Hospital for a post-
mortem examination.

The couple's one-year-old
daughter was handed over to Vijay's
family, said Delhi Police. A native of
Virad Gadiya village in Uttar
Pradesh's Kasganj district, Vijay
worked in a finance company,
Verma said.

Amid crackdown on
illegal immigrants,
AAP MLA gets notice

New Delhi: Anotice has been sent by the Delhi Police

Rahul Gandhi to launch
Cong campaign tomorrow

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICES
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 11

IN HIS first rally this poll season just weeks
ahead of the Delhi Assembly elections,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi will launch
the party’s campaign at the "Jai Bheem-Jai
Samvidhan" public meeting in Seelampur
on Monday.

Exuding confidence, All India Congress
Committee (AICC) in-charge in Delhi, Qazi
Nizamuddin, said, “Congress workers from
across the Capital and the general public will
attend the rally. Congress is on a strong foot-
ing in Delhi after Rahul Gandhi’s constant
interaction with all sections of peoplein the
Capital.” Even as top Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and BJP leaders continue to raise poll pitch
ahead of the Assembly polls, due on
February 5, Congress hasbeen running arel-
atively subdued campaign. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has already addressed two
eventsin the Capital where he attacked AAP
convenor Arvind Kejriwal and the party's
government.

Qazi Nizamuddin, however, said that
there is a significant impact due to Delhi
Congress chief Devender Yadav’s month-
long ‘Delhi Nyay Yatra’, which he claimed,
had garnered participation from lakhs of
residents. The Congress held amonth-long
'Delhi Nyay Yatra' in November to connect
with voters — along the lines of Gandhi's

'Bharat Jodo Yatra' and '‘Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra' — which concluded on December 7.

“Tobring back Congress to power and to
save the city from the devastation caused
by 11 years of misrule by the (Arvind)
Kejriwal government, which was aided and
abetted by the BJP, the people are ready to
now give their support to the Congress,” he
insisted during a press briefing.

“Whether they are truck drivers, pottery
makers, bakers, tailors, cobblers, barbers,
mechanics, vegetable sellers, or farmers —
Rahul Gandhi has interacted with all sec-
tions of people, which has given hima deep
insight into the struggles, trials, and tribu-
lations of the common people in their every-
day life,and since then, he has continued to
closely interact with them,” he said.

Therally in Seelampur is expected to set
the tone for an aggressive campaign by the
Delhi Congress, as per party insiders. “The
Congress would be fighting to throw out the
corrupt and incompetent AAP from power,
save the city from devastation, and put the
Capital back on the development track,”
Nizamuddin added.

The votes for the February 5 Assembly
polls will be counted on February 8.

In the 2015 and 2020 Delhi Assembly
polls, the AAP won 67 and 62 seats respec-
tively. The BJP won three seats in 2015 and
eight in 2020 while the Congress drew a
blank.

(WITHINPUTSFROMPTI)

DOUBLE WHAMMY

Delhi on Saturday witnessed light rain after fog engulfed the city in the morning. At least 45 trains and hundreds of flights
were affected due to the fog. The city recorded a low of 7.7 degrees Celsius. Gajendra Yadav

to Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP) Rithala MLA Mohinder
Singh and his staff after his signatures were allegedly
found on documents recovered from “illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants,” a senior official said on
Saturday. The AAP has lashed out at the BJPiniits re-
sponse to the notice, saying: “The BJP only engages in
negative politics —filing false cases and misusing state £ SUNDER NURSERY
machinery to suppress opposition leaders." in Kl

Giving details about the notice, a senior Delhi
Police official said, “We have sent him (Mohinder
Singh) and his staff a notice today and have asked
him to join the investigation. He was supposed to
come for questioning today (Saturday) by 5:30 pm
but didn't. We will again send a notice.”

The documents were seized, as per officials, dur-
ing a “major crackdown on alleged illegal immi-
grants” on December 24, 2024, which led to the ar-
rest of 12 people who were allegedly part of a racket
facilitating illegal immigration of Bangladeshi na-
tionals in the Capital. Earlier, DCP (South) Ankit
Chauhan had said thatamong those arrested, five are
Bangladeshi citizens and the rest were allegedly in-
volved in making forged documents like voter IDs,
and Aadhaar cards to facilitate "illegal immigration”.

The AAP, ina statement, said, "It has become BJP’s
standard operating procedure: weaponise govern-
mentagencies to pressure opposition leaders as elec-
tions approach, undermining democratic norms."
Delhi Police comes under the jurisdiction of the
Centre. ENS

SPIC % MACAY

Prezents

SANGEET SUDHA

Sudha
et

A public outreach initiative to foster cultural awareness
INAUGURAL CONCERT bv

17th Jan.

Pt. Shubendra Rao (Sitar)

ACCOMPANIED by
Pt. Mithilesh Jha on Tabla
Humayun's Tomb World Heritage Site Museum Auditorium
DOORS CLOSE BY 3:30 PM. LIMITED SEATING
RSVP : SUMAN DOONGA - 9899308093

ANOTHER YEAR ON, CAPITAL SEES
SURGE IN DRUGS CASES

Trend in line with Delhi Police data
over the last 10 years since 2015

INNUMBERS

(y increase in
35 Ocases

registered under
NDPS ACTin 2024 as
compared to 2023

i also getting

A involved, leading

to more seizures, and
raids, as per officials

M Foreign cartels

M Cases filed under
different Acts saw a jump

SURGE reported amid L-G VK Saxena’s “special focus on

| drives against psychotropics”,

DECLINEINOTHER CATEGO

Marginal dip in
4 heinous crimes
like rape, murder

3 (y decrease inrape
Ocasesin2024 as

ROBBERY CASES

2023 1654
2024 1510
ADROP OF 9.5%

. compared to 2022
5 O murder cases
: registered in

: 2024, compared to
i 506 the year before

. SNATCHING CASES
| 2023 7,586
| 2024 WS 6,493

of 13.45 %in 2024 from
2023

Ml Cases filed under IPC saw
adecline of 15.05 %in the
same period.

say officials

RIES OF CRIMES IN 2024

Source:Delhi Police

UNIVERSITY BUSINESS SCHOOL

{&=v)) PANJAB UNIVERSITY, CHANDIGARH
=27 ADMISSION NOTICE (2025-2026)

Applications are invited for Admission to Two Year Full Time
Management Programmes MBA, MBA (IB), MBA (HR), MBA (EP) and
MBA (Business Data Analytics) for Academic Session 2025-2026.

Candidates are required to visit the website
https:/lubsadmissions.puchd.ac.in for detailed instructions. The said
website would remain open for onling registration through online
payment from 04.12.2024 to 03.02.2025. Hard copy of the application
form along with necessary documents should reach the undersigned
latest by 04:00 p.m. on 24.02.2025. Applicalion received after due dale
shall not be entertained.

Note: Our Institution uses the CAT scores for short-listing/
selecting the candidates for our Post-graduate Programme(s) in

Management/ MBA. lIMs have no role either in the selection process
orin the conduct of the programme.

Professor Parmjit Kaur, Chairperson
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"Mational Level Yocational Institute"

Admission Closing!
Jan 2025 Session

*Apply before
15th Jan 2025

Great careers
begin here
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Apparel Training & Design Eantra
1 YEAR DIPLOMA COURSES

+ Apparel Manufacturing Technology (AMT)
+ Fashion Design Technology (FDT)

Fashion & Export
Inelustry

B.NVOC DEGREE PROGRAMMES [JULY 2025 SESSION]
@ +91-8448444272 | @ atdecindia.co.in | admissionfatdeindia.coin

Pan India, over 28 ATDC centres to choose from.
Morth : Gurugram: 9999354862, Okhio: 8810366368, Moida: 9930807100,
Faridabad: 9810448270, Diishod Garden: 3999798075,

Dwarke: B44B424626, Rohinl: 9718036693 & Lucknow, Jalpur, Kanpur,
Ludhiona, Egst: Kolkoto, Bhubneshwar, Potna South ; Hyderobad,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Thiruvananthapuram, Konnur, Tirupur West :

Mumbai, Surat, iIndore, Bhopal, Ralpur, Vadodra
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Ministry Commerce & Industry, Govt of India
Indian Institute of Packaging is an Apex Institute providing inter alia Packaging
Technology Education in administrative contral of Ministry of Commerce &
Industry, Government of India with Head Office in Mumbai and Regional Offices
In Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Bengaluru.

BIMLA NANDA BISSELL

She sheltered her family

She showed up for her friends

She lived so fully it made all our worlds expand

Let's gather to have a celebratory chai for Bim

ADMISSION OPEN FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-2026
DIPLOMA IN PACKAGING THROUGH CORRESPONDENCE
30™ BATCH (2025-2026)

(Accredited by The Asian Packaging Federation - APF)

Thursday 16th of January from 3-5 pm

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

s : . ; ™
Qualiication: Graduate in Science, Experience; Candidates showid have
Engingering, Technology, Lommerce  minimum one-year Experience in the

fechnical hoard in Engineering |

Websile: www.lip-in.com
A p

and Arts from UGC recognized  feldof Fackaging.
la IE 7,

Universily | Diploma from recognized

\h."euﬂ.’;'.r.lcr.'ﬂgrare eligibie for e course.

Contact Details

Indian Institute of Packaging
E-2, Road No. 8 MIDC Area,
Andheri East, Mumbai 400 093.
Contact: 02269192243-5

E-mail: dpc@iip-in.com

Travancore Palace, 10A Kasturba Gandhi Marg
New Delhi - 110001

Monsoon, William & Anjali, Sara & John

bimbissell@gMmail.com
+91 9810088452

Meena, Sagri, Mallika & Jaidip
Nisha & Mohit

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .
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AT JHUGGI BASTI PRADHAN SAMMELAN

You can liberate Delhi on February 9, Shah

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday called upon
slum dwellers to “liberate” Delhi
from AAP rule in the February 5
Assembly polls.

Addressing the 'Jhuggi Basti
Pradhan Sammelan' at JLN sta-
dium, Shah promised that no
welfare schemes for the poor will
be stopped and every slum
dweller will be provided a house
if the BJP comes to power.

“I have come today to tell you
that you can become the libera-
tor of Delhi. You can liberate Dilli
from this aapda (disaster)... on
February 5, you have to get free-
dom from the insensitive govern-
ment... lying government.
Throwing out AAP is the only
way to ensure welfare of slum
dwellers of Delhi,” Shah said.

Citing shortage of drinking
water and sewers, and heaps of
garbage in the slum clusters of
the city, he added, “If you open
the tap, there is dirty water. If you
open the window, there is foul
smell. If you go out, there are bro-
ken roads.”

Repeatedly referring to the
AAP government as ‘aapda’, he
accused the party of turning
Delhiinto “hell”.

Shah greeted the gathering
on the first anniversary of the
consecration ceremony of Ram
Lalla's idol at the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya with aloud chant of 'Jai
ShriRam'.

“We promised to build a
temple for Ram Lalla, and we ful-
filled it. We built toilets, and
(Prime Minister Narendra)
Modiji has provided housing to
the poor of the country. (AAP na-
tional convenor Arvind)
Kejriwalji did not. And now this
is Modiji’s guarantee - BJP will
give houses to every slum
dweller in the country,” he said.

Maintaining that no welfare
scheme for the poor will be dis-
continued if BJP comes to power,
Shah said, “The BJP does not stop
any scheme for the welfare of the
poor, it only increases them (in
number).”

"I want to reiterate what
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said earlier that no welfare
schemes for the poor will be
stopped,” he said, accusing
Kejriwal of spreading "lies" that
the BJP will demolish the city's
slums if it came to power.

Pointing to Union govern-
ment health insurance schemes
like Ayushman Bharat, Shah said
that Kejriwal’s resistance to-
wards the implementation of
such schemes has made Delhi
residents suffer.

Shah alleged that the AAP,
which had come to power after
the anti-corruption movement

The crowd at JNL stadium on
Saturday. Praveen Khanna

led by Anna Hazare, has instead
become synonymous with
corruption. “Those who agitated
against corruption, who came to
power by putting forward a saint
like Anna (Hazare), indulged in
so much corruption that they
broke records of all governments
of the country,” he said.

Takingajibe at Kejriwal, Shah
said that the former chief minis-
ter prioritises power over public
welfare.

“If there is only one chief min-
ister who does not resign even af-
ter going to jail, it is Kejriwal. He
will not leave power. We will
have to make him leave power,”
he told the gathering.

Shah concluded his address
by again reiterating BJP’s com-
mitment to welfare schemes. “I
want to say it again, not even a
single poor welfare scheme s go-
ing to be stopped, you should not
fall prey to their deception... The
BJP does what it says, and it says
only whatitcando.”

Under its ‘Revdi pe charcha’
campaign, AAP volunteers had
visited areas across the Capital,
informing residents that the BJP
intends to discontinue their wel-
fare schemes, if the party come
to power.

Responding to Shah's ad-
dress, Kejriwal said, "Today, Amit
Shahji abused me and the people
of Delhi a lot. The people of
Delhi will answer thisin the elec-
tions. Amitji told alot of lies to the
slum dwellers. Tomorrow morn-
ing, Iwill hold a press conference
from a slum, which they (BJP)
have planned to demolish after
the elections. I will expose
the dirty intentions of BJP with
full evidence.”

The event was marked by
grand preparations. The roads
leading to the stadium were lined
with life-size cut-outs of Shah,
Modi, and BJP national president
JPNadda.

At the main entrance, men
dressed in black kurtas played
nagadas and bugles, while oth-
ers beat dhols. Attendees entered
the stadium after clicking
photographs in front of a poster
of the PM at a specially-arranged
selfie booth.

Inside, women in sarees wel-
comed the attendees — slum
pradhans and members of BJP's
Pooja Samiti — with chandan
tilaks and party badges.

NEW DELHI ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY

BJP Union ministers and MPs fabricating fake votes, Kejriwal writes to CEC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

AAP NATIONAL convenor Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday accused the
BJP of “largescale voter list manip-
ulations” in the New Delhi
Assembly constituency.
Inaletter to the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC), he alleged
that BJP Union ministers and MPs
were “fabricating fake votes”. He
cited 33 fraudulent entries al-
legedly registered at BJP candi-
date and his rival on the seat

Pravesh Verma’s address, de-
manding immediate action, in-
cluding the lodging of an FIR and
Verma’s disqualification if he was
found complicit.

Alleging that applications for
creating “40 new voter IDs have
been filed from the homes of sev-
eral BJP ministers and MPs dur-
ing December and January”,
Kejriwal asked, “How is it that so
many people suddenly started
living in BJP MPs' houses? There
are cases where a single-room
slum has (sent) applications for
30 new voter IDs, or a small shop

BJP rolls out campaign song, attacks Kejriwal with song & poster on ‘Sheesh Mahal’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE DELHIBJP on Saturday rolled
out its election campaign song
Bahane Nahi Badlav Chahien,
Delhi Mein BJP Sarkar Chahiye
(need change not excuses, Delhi
requires BJP government), ren-
dered by BJP’s three-time
Northeast Delhi MP and popular
singer-actor Manoj Tiwari.
While the song was officially
launched during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's ‘Parivartan Rally’
last week in Rohini, it was on
Saturday rolled out extensively

for the February 5 poll campaign.

Tiwari claimed that the song
has been viewed over 1.1 crore
times on social media. “I have
been composing campaign
songs for many years now, and
it's immensely fulfilling to see
how much Delhi’s people con-
nect with them. This time, the
song Bahane Nahi, Badlav
Chahiye is resonating deeply
with everyone.”

"The theme song sum-
marises the manifesto,” said
Tiwari humming a few lines at
the press conference. The BJP is
yet to announce its manifesto for
the elections.

@ 2025
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tells slum dwellers pr0|es them houses

Union Home Minister Amit Shah at the event held at JNL stadium on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

After Atishi, Kejriwal says ‘Bidhuri BJP’s
CM candidate’, party dismisses his claim

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE AAP and BJP on Saturday
locked horns yetagainover theis-
sue of their respective chief min-
isterial faces.

AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal led the charge
citing “sources” who had con-
firmed to his party that BJP's
Kalkaji candidate, Ramesh
Bidhuri - whose statements
against Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and Delhi
Chief Minister Atishi last
week triggered a furore — would
be the BJP’s CM face and chal-
lenged the former South Delhi
MP to a debate.

The BJP, meanwhile, accused
Kejriwal of seeking to create
“confusion” since he was sure
that he was losing the February 5
elections.

“The Delhi elections are ap-
proaching. During elections,
everyone wants to know who the
chief ministerial candidate from
each partyis.Fromthe AAP's side,
this has been clear from the be-
ginning. The entire party had de-
cided unanimously that [, Arvind
Kejriwal, would be the chief min-
isterial candidate,” Kejriwal said,
adding that this was not the case
with the BJP.

has(sent)applications for 40 new
voter IDs. Who are these people?”

“Gradually, the publicis real-
ising that BJP does not fight elec-
tions fairly. It relies solely on dis-
honesty during elections. Our
workers have been vigilant and
caught each of its misdeeds,” he
added.

Kejriwal also alleged that B]P
MPs staying in the New Delhi
Assembly constituency were
“transferring votes from across
India to their residences on a
large scale”.

“Thisis nothing less serious or

“The song was recorded late
at night, around 2 am, at a
Safdarjung studio, and such was
the excitement that it was com-
pleted inasingle take,” he added.

The song reflects the mood of
the city to oust the government
that "cheated" people with false
promises and set record of cor-
ruption, Delhi B]P chief Virendra
Sachdeva told mediapersons.

“For the past 10 years, Delhi’s
people have suffered under the
'aapda (disaster)’ government,
which has misused public funds
for personal luxury. The time has
come for Delhiites to seek ac-
countability and wusher in

I

“Yesterday, their (BJP) Central
Election Committee held a meet-
ing. According to sources, it has
beenlearnt that the BJP may have
decided in that meeting to nomi-
nate Ramesh Bidhuri as its chief
ministerial candidate. It is being
said, as per sources, that an official
announcement about Ramesh
Bidhuri’s name will be made
withina day or two,” he added.

After congratulating Bidhuri,
the former Delhi CM urged him to
explain what work he has done
for Delhi in the last 10 years as a
Member of Parliament.

The BJP had not fielded
Bidhuri in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, replacing him by former
Leader of Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly, Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,
from the South Delhi seat.

“What is his vision for Delhi?
What plans does he have for the
city and its people if he becomes

shocking than an attempt at
largescale booth capturing that
India has seenin the past...the BJP
isengaging in backdoor tactics to
hoodwink the people of Delhi
and manipulate electoral rolls se-
cretly,” he claimed.

“BJP... is transferring votes
from across the country to the
New Delhi Assembly con-
stituency using the addresses of
its own MPs and ministers who
live in the... constituency.
Shockingly, 33 new votes have
been submitted for being trans-
ferred to BJP's candidate Parvesh
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Arvind
Kejriwal
addresses
media.
Gajendra
Yadav

the Chief Minister? He should
clarify these to the people of
Delhi,” Kejriwal said.

“Once his candidacy is offi-
cially announced, I propose that
to strengthen democracy, there
should be a public debate be-
tween the AAP candidate and the
BJP candidate, Ramesh Bidhuri, in
front of the people of Delhi, the na-
tion,and the media. In thisdebate,
people can assess who to vote for,
based on what each has accom-
plished, their visions, and their
plans for Delhi,” he added.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva termed Kejriwal's claim
about Bidhuria “cooked up story”.
“Kejriwal should know that BJP's
CM face will be decided by party
MLAs and its national leadership.
Arvind Kejriwal knows that he is
losing the Delhi election to the BJP
and so is trying to create confu-
sion,” Sachdeva said.

Verma's official residence.
Are we expected to believe
that overnight, 33 people from
across India have shifted their
residence to that of Mr Verma,”
he asked.

Kejriwal annexed documents
such as addresses of BJP leaders
and premises to which “hundreds
of votes were being transferred”,
addresses of small homes, shops,
and offices as well as “addresses
that are nowhere to be found”.

“It appears that several BJP
Union ministers and members of
the Union Cabinet are involved in

BJP leaders at the launch of the campaign song in New Delhi
on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

“Kejriwal has sought to cite
unknown sources to cite that
Bidhuri might be our CM face but
[ challenge Arvind Kejriwal, who
is promoting himself as CM can-
didate, to take legal opinion from
a advocate and understand that
he can'teverbe sworninasCMin
view of Supreme Court bindings,”
he added.

Sachdeva further said that “all
BJP candidates” for the Assembly
elections “are chief ministerial
candidates.” “Ours s a thoroughly
democratic party where elected
MLAs elect their party leader who
lays claim to be the CM of Delhi,”
he said.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, while addressing slum
dwellersin Delhi on Saturday, also
lashed out at Kejriwal over his
claim that the BJP had finalised its
Bidhuri as the CM face. "Can
Kejriwal decide the BJP's chief
ministerial face," he asked, adding
that the AAP chief's "manipula-
tions" were understood by the
people of Delhi.

Bidhuri will take on Atishi,
who is seeking reelection from
Kalkaji seat. He had recently said
that Atishi "changed her father”
by changing her surname from
Marlena to Singh. His remark that
he would make roads in Kalkaji
smooth like "Priyanka Gandhi's
cheeks" had also drawn flak.

this malpractice... It is inconceiv-
able how such a high number of
voters could have suddenly ap-
plied to be transferred to these
properties without planning by
the highest levels of BJP leader-
ship,” he alleged.

Kejriwal demanded that
these “suspicious vote transfers”
be halted immediately and in-
vestigation be carried out into al-
leged involvement of “BJP MPs
and ministers whose residences
are being misused for this mal-
practice and register a criminal
FIR against those responsible”.

change,” he added.

BJP media head Praveen
Shankar Kapoor said, “Songs by
MP Manoj Tiwari always ener-
gise party workers. When this
song was played at the Prime
Minister’s rally, the public’s over-
whelming enthusiasm showed
that it would be a catalyst for
change in Delhi.”

The BJP, meanwhile, on
Saturday also launched a song
and poster on 'Sheesh Mahal’,
sharpening its attack on AAP na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejriwal
on the issue of corruption.

The song Sheesh mahal aapda
failane walon ka adda and a
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Khurana’s son Harish
in BJP’s second list

of 29, MLLA makes
way for Kapil Mishra

Party has declared 58 nominees so far

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE BJP on Saturday released its
second list of candidates for the
Delhi Assembly elections, which
includes a former Delhi chief
minister’s son, five women can-
didates and almost all the lead-
ers the party “imported” from
the Congress ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections last year.

With 29 names in thislist, the
BJP has thus declared 58 candi-
dates out of Delhi’s 70 Assembly
seats. Seven of the nominees so
far are women - equalling the
total number of women candi-
dates the party had fielded in the
2020 polls.

According to BJP insiders,
more women leaders are likely
to figure in the party's third and
final list of candidates, which
may, however, include less than
12 names so that the nominees
from its NDA allies, such as the
Janata Dal (United), Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) and
Eknath Sinde-led Shiv Sena,
could be accommodated.

“With the announcement of
Harish Khurana, former Delhi
CM Madan Lal Khurana'’s son, as
the BJP candidate from Moti
Nagar, the party has now given
tickets to two ex-CM’s sons in-
cluding Sahib Singh Verma’s son
Parvesh Verma against Arvind
Kejriwal from New Delhi,” a sen-
ior party leader said.

“In addition to five women
candidates on this list - which
brings the total number of fe-
male leaders fielded so far to
seven — more are likely to be ac-
commodated in the final list.
Councillors with a good public
connect, such as Umang Bajaj
who has been fielded from
Rajinder Nagar and Manoj
Kumar Jindal fielded from Sadar
Bazar, have also made the cut
among many other sitting or for-
mer BJP councillors,” a party
source said.

Kapil Mishra, Harish
Khurana

The BJP also dropped its sit-
ting Karawal Nagar MLA Mohan
Singh Bisht, who has repre-
sented the seat five times, for
Kapil Mishra, marking the return
of the latter to his former home
turf from where he had been
elected onan AAP ticketin 2015.
Another AAP turncoat in this list
is Priyanka Gautam, a former
councillor who joined the BJP in
December, who will contest
from the Scheduled Caste-re-
served Kondli seat.

Another senior BJP leader
pointed out that all but one of
the senior Congress leaders who
had joined the BJP in the run-up
to the Lok Sabha elections have
been given tickets.

While the names of leaders
such as former Delhi Congress
president Arvinder Singh Lovely,
fielded from Gandhi Nagar, and
Rajkumar Chauhan, pitched
from Mangolpuri, figured in the
BJP's first list of 29 candidates last
week, Neeraj Basoya, a former
Congress MLA, has been given
the BJP ticket from Kasturba
Nagar now. Naseeb Singh, who
had also joined the BJP last year,
has not been fielded so far.

“The seriousness with which
the BJP views the upcoming
elections can be understood by
the point that even sitting coun-
cillors have been fielded, reduc-
ing our numbers in the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
House,” a source said.

The BJP’s Laxmi Nagar MLA
Abhay Verma is among the
party’s sitting legislators who
has been named in the second
list.

Corruption and open loot,
say BJP and Cong on CAG
report on liquor policy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

WITH A Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report purport-
edly saying that the state ex-
chequer incurred a loss of Rs
2,026 crore due to the Delhi gov-
ernment’s now-retracted excise
policy, the BJP and the Congress
on Saturday took on the AAP, ac-
cusing itindulging in corruption
and open loot.

The report, whichis yet to be
tabled before the Delhi
Assembly, allegedly highlights
lapses and violations under the
leadership of former chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal and his
deputy, Manish Sisodia.

“The new liquor policy im-
plemented by Kejriwal govern-
ment was not ratified by the
Delhi Assembly and lacked
transparency on several counts...
Had BJP’s protest not forced
Arvind Kejriwal to withdraw his
new liquor policy, then by now
the loss would have crossed at
least Rs 10,000 crore,” Delhi BJP
chief Virender Sachdeva said.

Joining the attack, Delhi

poster titled ‘Aapda-e-Azam’
were released during a press
conference by Sachdeva.
According to the party, the song
is meant to narrate the “story of
corruption” and “loot” behind
the 6, Flag Staff Road bungalow
at Civil Lines - the official resi-
dence of the Delhi chief minister
- which was being used by
Kejriwal when he was the CM
and allegedly revamped with
taxpayers' money.

In its statement to the press,
the Delhi BJP said, “The song
highlights Arvind Kejriwal’s cor-
ruption and how he misused
Delhi taxpayers’ money to build

Congress chief Devender Yadav
said, “It was the Delhi Congress
that first complained to the Lt
Governor about corruption in
the implementation of the old
liquor policy, as there was a huge
scam in granting licenses, in di-
rect violation of Delhi Excise Rule
2010...open loot was carried out
to help benefit contractors in
many ways.”

Responding to the attacks,
AAP Spokesperson Priyanka
Kakkar questioned the authen-
ticity of the purported CAG re-
port. “The BJPis presenting its of-
fice-manufactured documents
as CAG reports instead of nam-
ing its CM face... BJP should dis-
cuss real CAG reports on irregu-
larities in projects like Dwarka
Expressway and Ayushman
Bharat in Delhi,” she said.

According to the purported
report, while liquor sale in Delhi
from December 2021 to August
2022 under the new policy was
an estimated 64 crore bottles,
much more than around 58
crore bottles between December
2018 and August 2019, it did not
resultin higher revenues for the
state government.

the lavish Sheesh Mahal.”

Addressing mediapersons,
Sachdeva said, “Delhi is in tur-
moil. A person who came to
manage and transform Delhi
ended up changing his character,
behavior, and conduct instead.”

“During the Mughal rule,
people used to come to see the
grandeur of their palaces. Today;,
Delhi’s so-called leader has built
a Sheesh Mahal using the hard-
earned money of its residents...
ablotonDelhi’s pride,” he added.
The ‘Aapda-e-Azam’ poster
showed Kejriwal's photo-
shopped image in an imperial
Mughal attire.
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Lawrence gang member
killed as key accomplices
thought he was running
parallel outfit, say police

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

WHEN SUNIL Yadav, an alleged drug
smuggler from Punjab who ran the
Lawrence Bishnoi gang'sillegal narcotics
business in the US, was killed at Stockton
city in California on December 23,
Lawrence's accomplices Rohit Godara
and Goldy Brar had taken responsibility
for his murder.

On why he got his own gang member
killed, Brar had claimed on Facebook that
it was to avenge Ankit Bhadu - a shooter
of the Lawrence Bishnoi gang - because
Sunil Yadav “had colluded with Punjab
Police to orchestrate (his) encounter”.
Bhadu, who was involved in multiple
cases of murder, extortion and attempt
to murder, was killed by a team of Punjab
Police’s Organised Crime Control Unitin
Zirakpur in February 2019.

Delhi Police officers, however,
claimed that Yadav was killed as Brar and
Godara thought he was “creating a
parallel organisation in Bhadu’s name”
even after his death and that too within
the gang.

“Bhadu and Sunil (Yadav) were both
active in Sri Ganganagar as members of
Lawrence Bishnoi gang and were very
close to each other. Godara became the
main aide of Lawrence Bishnoi after
Bhadu was killed. However, Sunil and
few other gang members saw Bhadu as
their leader even after his death,” a Delhi
Police Special Cell officer said.

Around 2021, the officer added, rela-
tions between Brar, Godara and Yadav
worsened. “Sunil had been operating

the gang’s il-
legal drug
business and
extortion in
the name of
Bhadu even
after his
death and
not Brar and
Godara who
had taken over
after Bhadu's
murder," the officer said.

“Godara believed Sunil was creating
a parallel organisation in Bhadu’s name
and that too within the gangitself. That's
why they killed Sunil,” the officer added.

The officer further said, “...Godara
also wanted to gain the support of
Bhadu'’s supporters by showing them
that Sunil was responsible for the killing
of their idol (Bhadu) and now Godara
has honored his memory by avenging
him.” Yadav, who belonged to the Fazilka
district in Punjab, had fled to the US two
years ago, using a fake passport, the of-
ficer said.

Godara and Brar, both allegedly in
the US, are key men of the gang, execut-
ing the orders of Lawrence Bishnoi, who
is lodged at Sabarmati jail in
Ahmedabad.

The gang was involved in a number
of shootings and extortion call in the
Capital in 2024, including the killing of
alleged police informer and gym owner
Nadir Shah in Greater Kailash.

The police said that after Bhadu's
death in 2019, Godara and Brar had be-
came even more central to the gang's
operations in North India.

Sunil Yadav

Man seen spitting on chapatti at
hotel in viral video arrested: Cops

Ghaziabad: After a viral video showed a
man spitting on a chapatti at a hotel while
putting it in a tandoor, a 20-year-old —
who worked as a cook at the hotel in the
Khoda area — was arrested on Friday, said
Ghaziabad Police.

“We registered a case against Irfaan,
the accused, under sections 272 (malig-
nant act likely to spread infection of dis-

ease dangerous to life), 274 (adulteration
of food or drink intended for sale),and 275
(sale of noxious food or drink) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,” said Assistant
Commissioner of Police, Indirapuram,
Swatantra Singh.

Singh said that Irfan is a resident of
Bijnor in Uttar Pradesh. The video, he
added, was apparently shot recently . ENS

Law student from Amity falls

to death from high-rise, family
suspects foul play, say police

Abetment to suicide case registered after father files complaint

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, JANUARY 11

A LAW student from Amity
University died on Saturday af-
ter falling from the seventh
floor of a high-rise in Noida.
Police said that the incident
took place at the Supreme
Tower Society in Noida’s Sector
99, adding that his family has al-
leged foul play.

“The deceased was pursuing
LLB,” said Manish Kumar
Mishra, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police, Noida.
Officials said the student had
come to the residential society
to visit his friends.

“Around 4.30 pm, he fell
from the seventh floor of an
eighteen-storey building under
suspicious circumstances. He

Officials said the
student had come
to aresidential
societyin Noida to
visit his friends

was rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal for treatment where doctors
declared him dead,” an officer
said.

Around 10 pm, a case was
registered under section 108
(abetting suicide) with the
Noida Police after the student’s
father filed a complaint.

“The family suspects the in-
volvement of his friends. All the
angles are being thoroughly
probed. We are questioning the
people present at the gathering.
Further investigation is under-

way,” DCP Rambadan Singh
said. Sources mentioned that
the family has also alleged in
the complaint that the student
was being harassed by a fellow
female student.

The body was found in a se-
cluded area, where construc-
tion had been going on for sev-
eral months. Security officials at
the society said that upon hear-
ing a thud, they ran outside.

“There was no blood
around. We thought he was
only injured so we were taking
him to the hospital but as we
touched his head, we felt he had
stopped breathing and we in-
formed the police,” said a secu-
rity official.

His body was taken for post-
mortem at around 6 pm after
the father of the deceased ar-
rived.

undermentioned schedule:-

observer & contact No.

GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE DISTT. ELECTION OFFICER:

DISTRICT CENTRAL

14, DARYA GANJ, NEW DELHI-110002
E-mail Address: esdmcentral.delhi @delhi.gov.in Phone No. 011-23258455

F.DEO/C/11/Advertisement/2020/

PUBLIC NOTICE

Dated: 11.01.2025

Name of the Expenditure Name & No. of the
Legislative Assembly

This is the information of General Public, Political Parties and electors of Central Delhi Constituency
that the Election Commission of India has deputed Expenditure Observers for Delhi Assembly
Election-2025. They will be available to address the queries of General public on working days as per

Observer Office Address Date & Time

9560588138

Sh. Mukesh Rathore, IRS | AC-02(Burari)

AC-03 (Timarpur)

Room No. 108, Ist Floor New
Building,  Delhi  Skill &
Entrepreneurship University
Building ITI Dheerpur Campus
Delhi-110009

to 01.00 PM w.e.f.
11/01/2025 to
08/02/2025

Between 12.00 Noon:

Sh. Neeraj Kumar, IRS
9220859793

AC-19 (Sadar Bazar)

'AC-23 (Karol Bagh)

'Sh. Anoop Kumar Sharma, |AC-20 (Chandni

Room No. 108, 1st Floor New
Building,  Delhi  Skilt &
Entrepreneurship University
Building, ITT Dheerpur Campus
Delhi-110009 _
[Room No. 108, Ist Floor New|

to 01.00 PM w.e.f.
11/01/2025 to
08/02/2025

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0365/24-25

IRS Chowk) Building,  Delhi  Skill &| to 01.00 PM w.e.f.
9560575220 "AC-21 (Matia Mahal) Ent.repreneurship University 11/01/2025 to
Building ITI Dheerpur Campus 08/02/2025
AC-22(Ballimaran)  |pelhi-110009
- Sd/-

(G. Sudhakar), IAS
District Election Officer (Central)

Between 12.00 Noon;

Between 12.00 Noon|

Two men forget to turn
off gas stove at night, die

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NOIDA, JANUARY T1

TWO PERSONS died after allegedly inhal-
ing carbon monoxide gas while they were
asleep at their rented room in Noida's
Sector 70 on Friday.

The deceased, Kapendra (22) and
Shivam (23), had left the gas stove on at
night and appear to have died from suffo-
cation, the Noida district hospital said.

The police received information
about the deaths from the Noida district
hospital.

An official from the hospital said on
Saturday that Kapendra and Shivam, both
natives of Uttar Pradesh's Sambhal dis-

trict, lived in a 10 feet by 10 feet room and
ran a food cart selling chhole-kulche.

"Itis believed that on the night of their
death, the men were boiling peas on the
gas stove and fell asleep without turning
it off. The peas began to burn and the
room filled with smoke and carbon
monoxide,” the official added.

“People in the rooms nearby noticed
the smoke and broke open the door,
where the men had appeared to have
died due to suffocation.”

The Station House Officer of Noida
Phase 3 police station, Dhruv Bhusan
Dubey, said: "We have not found any
other injury marks on their bodies.”

The bodies have been sent for post-
mortem, he added.
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RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

www.rbi.org.in

Redressal of complaints against entities regulated by RBI

Ombudsman.

Reserve Bank — Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB-10S) |

» The Reserve Bank has mandated all its requlated entities to have a mechanism at their end to resolve the complaints received by them from their customers, which is considered as the Internal Grievance Redress Mechanism of requlated entities.

* The Reserve Bank has also put in place an expeditious and cost-free Alternate Grievance Redress Mechanism for resolution of customer complaints relating to deficiencies in services rendered by its regulated entities through the Reserve Bank —
Ombudsman Scheme, 2021 (RB-10S).

= Banks, Non-Banking Financial Companies, Payment System Participants and Credit Information Companies are considered as requlated entities under the Grievance Redress Mechanism.

* The RB-105 adopts a "One Nation One Ombudsman” approach for all complaints against any regulated entities. It is therefore no longer necessary for a complainant to identify under which Ombudsman scheme/office, he/she should file a complaint with the

» The complaints against regulated entities not covered under the RB-105 are handled at Consumer Education and Protection Cells (CEPCs) for resolution.
«  Thelistof regulated entities covered under the ambit of RB-105 and CEPC can be accessed by visiting https.//ems.rbi.org.in

Integrated

What to do if you have a complaint?

( You can lodge complaint against the regulated entity atits branch or through online in the grievance redressal portal orany other mode as mentioned in its website. Get acknowledgement or save the reference number of the complaint.

—

Note:

You can approach the BBl Ombudsman, in case:

When to approach the RBI Ombudsman?

= Noreplyis received from the regulated entity within 30 days - Anytime within one year and 30 days from the date of your complaint to regulated entity.
« Reply received from the regulated entity is unsatisfactory - Anytime within one year of receipt of reply from the concerned requlated entity.

*  The complaint should contain all requisite details / information as per the complaint form prescribed inthe RB-105.
=  Thecomplaint should not have been dealt with / pending with any other forum (like Courts) or dealt earlier by the RBI Ombudsman.
*  Filing complaint directly with RBI Ombudsman, without approaching the RE, may lead to its rejection.

Complaint against the regulated entity can be filed through any of the following modes;
*  (Online through the Complaint Management System (CMS) portal of RB| at https://cms.rbi.org.in

-

How to lodge a complaint with RBI?

=  Physical complaint (letter,/ post) in the form as specified in Annexure in the RB-105 to *Centralized Receipt and Processing Centre, 4th floor, Reserve Bank of India, Sector-17, Central Vista, Chandigarh—160017"

How to know more about lodging a complaint with RBI?

[ For more information, you can approach RBI Contact Centre facility with Toll-free Number: 14448, The contact center with Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS) is available 24x7, while the facility to connect to Contact Centre personnel is available from Monday to

Friday except National Holidays, between 8:00 AM to 10:00 PM for English, Hindi and ten regional languages (Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Telugu and Tamil).

For more information

g Please Visit;

FAQs on RBI-I0S, 2021 - https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/FS_FAQs.aspx?in=2745
ke Or CMS Portal - https://cms.rbi.org.in/
i (For complaints against DICGC, members of public can lodge the complaint at following address/ e-mail Id)

Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation
The General Manager
DICGC, Complaint Redressal Cell,
Reserve Bank of India, 2" Floor, Opp. Mumbai Central Railway Station,
Byculla, Mumbai- 400008
E-mail: dicge.complaints@rbi.org.in
L Contact No. 022-23028000, Ext No- 8000,
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Rijiju embarks
on five-day visit
to Saudi, to sign
agreement for
Hajj pilgrimage

New Delhi: Minority Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju Saturday
embarked on a five-day visit to
Saudi Arabia to sign a bilateral
agreement for the Hajj pilgrim-
age of 2025, where India is seek-
ing an additional quota for
10,000 pilgrims.

Rijiju is scheduled to meet
Saudi Arabian Minister Tawfiq bin
Fawzan Al Rabiah Monday when
the two leaders are expected to
sign the bilateral agreement.

“Ilook forward to visiting the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to sign
the bilateral agreement on Hajj
2025 and strengthen the people-
to-people ties between our two
great nations,” Rijiju said on X.

Rijiju will also meet Saleh Al
Jasser, the Saudi Minister of
Transport and Logistic Services
and discuss Hajj flight operations
and the pilgrimage-related bus
and train services with him.

Rijiju will also visit the Jeddah
Haj Terminal, used by Indian pil-
grims, where the government
has dedicated an office space for
facilitation. India’s Hajj quota for
2025 is fixed by Saudi Arabia at
1,75,025 pilgrims and the govern-
ment is seeking an additional
10,000 quota for this year.

Rijiju will also visit Madina,
where he will visit the mosques at
Quba and Qublatain.

He will also meet Prince
Khalid Al Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud, Advisor to King Salman, the
governor of Makkah Region and
the chairman of Central Hajj
Committee and Prince Salman bin
Sultan bin Abdulaziz al Saud, the
Governor of Madina. PTI
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As BJP holds organisational elections, why  |n 2nd phase,
not to expect changes in power structure

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE WORLD’S “largest political
party”, as it calls itself, the BJP is
aiming higher in seeking to take
itsmembership to 10 crore by the
end of an ongoing drive. However,
as it becomes the dominant dis-
pensation across large swathes of
the country, the BJP’s other defi-
nition of itself, as “the party witha
difference”, has seen moderation.

It earned that distinction for
both its cadre-based structure
and internal discipline, as well as
strong leaders at all levels and
the absence of a centralised
command.

While the BJP retains a lot of
that character, especially in its
strong grassroots network, say
leaders, there is little doubt that
all power in the party now flows
from the top in Delhi.

More than six months after
the 18th Lok Sabha was formed,
the BJP Parliamentary Party has
not met once. With many artic-
ulate stalwarts in the ranks, this
forum once saw vibrant interac-
tions. The only such meeting of
BJP MPs was in June, when they
met under the umbrella of the
NDA - short of a minority in the
Lok Sabha now, the BJP is de-
pendent on NDA partners at the
Centre.

Even meetings of the BJP
Parliamentary Board, the apex de-
cision-making body that used to
meet for every crucial decision, in-
cluding to pick chief ministers,
have become rare. The CMs are
now chosen by the top leadership,
and the decision communicated
to the legislative party. This was

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and NCB chief Anurag Garg
in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI

Shah: 7-fold increase in
drug seizure... drones,
dark web still challenge

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah Saturday asked all states/
UTs and agencies to take legal ac-
tion against illegal, clandestine
labs with ruthless approach.

“Narcoticsworth316,914 crore
were seized in 2024, the highest
recorded since Independence...
Darkweb, cryptocurrency, online
marketplace and drones continue
to be a challenge for the country
and these have to be checked by
strict measures,” said Shah while
chairing a regional conference on
‘Drug Trafficking and National
Security’. “All states should de-
stroy illegal clandestine laborato-
ries with rigour and take legal ac-
tion against them with a ruthless
approach,” he said.

“In the last 10 years, there has
been a seven-fold increase in the

seizure of drugs.. The government
has not only been successful in
eliminating many networks of
drugs but also destroyed the ter-
rorism linked with them. Many
cases of narco-terrorism were
busted in J&K, Punjab, Gujaratand
Uttar Pradesh and these were ma-
jor achievements,” he said.

Shah also launched the drug
disposal fortnight —January 11 to
25 —and said that during this pe-
riod, 1 lakh kg of narcotics worth
8,600 crore will be destroyed.

The Home Ministry is imple-
menting a three-pronged strat-
egy to achieve a drug-free India
by 2047, said Shah. He said dur-
ing 2004-14, a total of 3.63 lakh
kg of drugs were seized, while
during 2014-24, around 24 lakh
kg of drugs were seized — a
seven-fold rise. He said drugs
worth 38,150 crore were de-
stroyed in 2004-14 and worth
354,851 crore in 2014-24.

ondisplay after the BJP’s Assembly
wins in Rajasthan, Madhya Prad-
esh and Chhattisgarh last year,
when the party picked absolute
surprises to hold the top posts.

Lately, even the BJP’s Central
Election Committee (CEC), the
top body that selects candidates
for polls, has not been meeting
often. The first list of 29 names
for Delhi was announced with-
out the CEC meeting even once.
Sources said thatin “a departure
from procedure”, a file of names
was rotated among CEC mem-
bers instead, with the list rushed
out in time for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi virtually launch-
ing the BJP campaign in Delhi.

For Jharkhand and Mahar-
ashtra Assembly polls, the CEC
met only once, unlike the usual
practice of a meeting before the
release of every list. Party insid-
ers say that instead of CEC meet-
ings, there were multiple “inter-
nal meetings” before the list went
to Modi for “final clearance”.

Party leaders say the final call
is Modi’s, while crucial ap-
pointees to organisational posts
also carry Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s stamp.

With Modi’s popularity still
the BJP’s trump card across elec-
tions, party cadres don’t have a
reason to complain. However,
certain quarters feel that, in the
long run, the “concentration” of
power is hurting the party -
apart from depriving the BJP of
its core strength of influential
leaders at every rung.

Modi himselfis one example,
having risen to the top after long
years as Gujarat CIM. His contem-
poraries at that time included
names such as Shivraj Singh

‘Defamatory
statements’: BPSC
notice to Kishor,
Guru Rehman

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JANUARY 11

THE BPSC has served legal notice
to Jan Suraaj Party founder Pra-
shant Kishor and Patna educator
Guru Rahman for “defamatory
statements” during the protests.

The notice to Kishoron 10 ]Jan-
uary,read: “..you havelevelled fa-
Ise, nasty, baseless and defama-
tory allegations in respect of my
client (BPSC) with regards to its
conductand integrity without any
basis, in particular about the irreg-
ularities, corruption, malpractice
and selling of seats through vari-
ous modes in respected of inte-
grated 70th Combined (Prelim-
inary) Competitive Examination
conducted by my client...”

In the notice to Guru Rehman
onJanuary 8, the BPSCsaid: “That
you, Shri Guru Rehman, without
ascertaining/ confirming frommy
client, have spread false informa-
tion/ rumors about implementa-
tion of Normalization in 70th
Combined (Preliminary) Compe-
titive Examination...”

Rahman has been asked to
tender an unconditional public
apology or face legal proceedings.

When contacted, Guru Rah-
man told The Indian Express: “The-
reis no question of apologising to
BPSCevenifit means goingtojail.
[ stood for students’ cause and
would continue todo so”. Despite
repeated attempts, Kishor could
not be reached for acomment.

Candidates who had appeared
for BPSC prelims on December 13
have been protesting demanding
cancellation of the exam.

The meetings of BJP
Parliamentary Board that
used to meet for every crucial
decision, including to pick
CMs, have become rare.

Chouhan in Madhya Pradesh,
Vasundhara Raje in Rajasthan,
Raman Singh in Chhattisgarh and
B S Yediyurappa in Karnataka.

Of the new crop of CMs, most
take their cue from the Centre,
say party leaders. “They simply
follow directives from Delhi,” a
leader said, adding that the few
BJP CMs now with anindepend-
ent standing of their own are
Yogi Adityanath (Uttar Pradesh),
Himanta Biswa Sarma (Assam)
and Devendra Fadnavis
(Maharashtra).

In the BJP organisational
polls, which are currently on, the
emphasis is on “consensus”. As
per the BJP constitution, the
party president is elected by an
electoral college consisting of BJP
National Council members and
members of state councils, with
elections prescribed for every-
thing from local committees to
mandal and district panels.

But, senior BJP leader Satish
Punia, the in-charge of elections
in Haryana for the BJP, told The
Indian Express that consensus was

“preferred” whenit came to man-
dal, booth and zilla committees.
That didn’t mean there was no
choice, he said. “We have aninter-
nal democratic pattern, where the
choice isby common consensus.”

The process is not without
hiccups, though. In Goa, a section
of the BJP leaders recently
protested that most of the cho-
sen mandal presidents were ei-
ther protégés of ministers or
MLAs, or backed by them.

In Madhya Pradesh, the
process of selection of zilla pres-
idents, which was expected to be
completed by December, has
been delayed reportedly due to
the lack of consensus among
leaders. Senior party leaders had
a meeting with probable candi-
dates for district presidents re-
cently to break the stalemate.

In Kerala, mandal committee
presidents were chosen on
“group basis” and
Pathanamthitta and Kollam dis-
tricts witnessed tension as a sec-
tion of the leaders accused the
official faction of deciding uni-
laterally. “The fight in these dis-
tricts became public and the lo-
cal media reported them. It was
embarrassing for the party,” a
state leader said, adding that this
showed the failure to “exercise a
proper democratic process”.

To many BJP leaders, the
worry is that the party’s course
has started mirroring the
Congress’s. “The Congress
started disintegrating when its
high command in New Delhi be-
came extremely powerful, leav-
ing the state leadership handi-
capped... In the 1970s and
1980s, the Congress relied solely
on its central leadership, Indira

INAUGURATES AUDITORIUM AT FTII, PUNE

or Rajiv Gandhi, to win,” a party
leader said, pointing out that the
Congress fortunes have been
sliding since their passing.

Another leader said: “Earlier
we used to identify such issues
as Congress issues. But now we
realise it’s related to power, not
with any individual or parties.”

Atthe same time, the BJP’s tal-
ent-spotting process remains ro-
bust in a way that the Congress
has struggled to nurture, partic-
ularly when it comes to the grass-
roots and ordinary workers who
don’t have any political legacy.

“No other party has the kind
of cadre movement that hap-
pensin the BJP. The Left too could
claim grassroot democracy, but
its presence is minuscule now,”
said a party leader.

Evenif the booth committees
and presidents are picked with-
out elections and by consensus,
the leader added, “the presence
of multiple booths and commit-
tees is a testimony to the demo-
cratic process, because it involves
many... The constitution of the
committees itself enhances
democracy and inclusivity, as it
has social, gender, and economic
diversities.Is Modi dictating who
is going to head a booth?”

Theleader pointed out thatin
the BJP, there is another restrain-
ing factor against a unipolar
power centre — the RSS. With the
Sangh kept in the loop on major
decisions and appointments, the
interests that need to be accom-
modated are much more.

The leader added: “Of course,
centralisation happens, but at
the top level. At the bottom, de-
spite all the problems, it is still vi-
brant.”

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw invites students on stage to inaugurate a modern cinema
threatre-cum-auditorium at FTII, Pune, on Saturday. Express

Vaishnaw: Our legacy provides firm
foundation for further excellence

ALISTERAUGUSTINE
PUNE, JANUARY T1

UNION I&B Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw inaugurated amodern
cinema theatre-cum-auditorium
at the Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII) Pune, in his
maiden visit to the institution. FTII
celebrated the inauguration with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony and
lamp-lighting event in the pres-
ence of students and faculty.
Addressing the students and
faculty at an open forum,
Vaishnaw shared his vision for
elevating FTII's standing in the
global stage. “Our legacy and
heritage provide a firm founda-

tion to embark on the journey of
further excellence,” he said. The
Minister fielded questions on
various topics, including the pro-
posed deemed university status
for FTII, and assured the gather-
ing of the government’s com-
mitment to advancing cinema
education in the country.

Vaishnaw invited students to
inaugurate the auditorium by
cutting the ribbon to the venue
and lighting the lamps on stage
at the event.

The newly inaugurated 586-
seat auditorium boasts state-of-
the-artfacilities, including a cin-
ema projector, a public address
system for stage performances,
and a Dolby Atmos surround

sound system. A standout fea-
ture is the innovative horizon-
tally movable screen, measuring
50 ftin width and 20 ftin height,
which can be adjusted seam-
lessly via remote control. This
unique design allows the audi-
torium to transform effortlessly
into a cinema theatre, making it
afirst-of-its-kind innovation. FTII
has filed a patent for this pio-
neering feature.

Commenting on the signifi-
cance of the auditorium, the
minister said, “The new audito-
rium will not only be an invalu-
able strength for FTII's pedagogy
but will also become a key pres-
ence in Pune’s rich cultural land-
scape.”

In Ayodhya-adjunct Milkipur, BJP, SP prepare for Duel 2.0

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 11

THE MUCH-AWAITED bypoll to
the Milkipur Assembly seat, un-
der the Faizabad Lok Sabha con-
stituency, will finally be held on
February 5, the Election
Commission announced on
January 7. Having lost the
Faizabad seatin a shock defeat to
the Samajwadi Party, the BJP is
out for payback in kind, with
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
taking charge of the Milkipur
campaign himself.

Apart from the sting of the
Faizabad defeat in the Lok Sabha
polls, months after the consecra-
tion of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya — which also falls un-
der the parliamentary con-
stituency — there is another rea-
son the BJPis sparing no effortin

Milkipur. The Assembly bypoll
was necessitated because sitting
SP MLA Awadhesh Prasad va-
cated the seat to contest the
Faizabad Lok Sabha con-
stituency, where he defeated sit-
ting BJP MP Lallu Singh.

Awadhesh’s son Ajeet is now
set to get SP ticket from Milkipur,
and defeating him would be as
good as it gets for the BJP.

While the SP’s Faizabad vic-
tory was part of its surprisingly
strong showing in UP in the Lok
Sabha polls, the BJP has bounced
back since then, winning six of
the nine Assembly seats for
which bypolls were held in
November; ally RLD won an-
other. The SPended up with only
two constituencies, losing its
bastion Kundarki and another
sitting seat to the BJP.

This reversal has made
Milkipur even more of a prestige

A

Milkipur
constituency

= Ayodhya

LAST 2 POLLS

2022: Awadhesh Prasad
(SP) defeated BJP’s

Baba Gorakhnath

by 13,338 votes

2017: Baba Gorakhnath
(BJP) defeated SP’s
Awadhesh Prasad

by 28,276 votes

fight for the two parties,and could
well set the tone for the 2027 As-
sembly polls. The SP, whichmade
much of its Faizabad win, includ-
ing giving Awadhesh the pride of
place in Parliament, knows thata
loss in Milkipur would dim the
party’s Ayodhya sparkle. The BJP
realises this, as well as the fact that
an opposite result would put a
new spring in the SP’s steps.
Winning Milkipur would
also break the BJP’sdry runin the
seat, having won it only once in
the past three decades. That was
in 2017, when the party was at
the height of its Modi wave in UP.
Adityanath has not just taken
direct control of the Milkipur
campaign, but also camped both
his Deputy CMs and six of his
ministers in the seat. Less thana
month before the bypoll, on
January 11, the CM will perform
“abhishek” of Lord Ram at the

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Ayodhya temple, to mark one
year of its consecration.

Three days ago, during a visit
to Ayodhya, Adityanathinteracted
with booth-wise workers from
Milkipur, setting the agenda for
the campaign and asking them to
present a united front. He is re-
ported to have told the workers
thatif the BJP could win Kundarki,
it could wrest Milkipur too.

The SP has alleged poll mal-
practices behind the BJP win, and
on Tuesday, SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav said that he hoped the
Milkipur election would be “fair”.

All eyes are now on whom
the BJP fields from Milkipur. In
Ajeet, the SP has a Dalit face, and
the BJP will be conscious of this
at a time when both sides are
contesting for the SC vote.

In2017,the BJP’s winning can-
didate was Baba Gorakhnath.
However, in the 2022 Assembly

polls, Gorakhnath Ilost to
Awadhesh by a decent margin of
about 13,000 votes. Milkipur was
the only one of the five Assembly
segments falling under the
Faizabad Lok Sabha constituency
that the BJP did not win in 2022.

As for the other parties, while
the BSPis expected to keep away
— the party has again decided to
shun bypolls — Congress leaders
said Tuesday that they would
back the SP candidate. In the
November bypolls, the Congress
had opted out after ally SP re-
fused to part with more than a
couple of the nine seats for it.

Milkipur had been expected
to see bypolls along with the nine
Assembly seats in November, but
election here was postponed on
the grounds of a technical issue,
as a petition regarding the 2022
Assembly election in the seat was
pending in court.

Genome India
project to focus

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

AFTER COMPLETING India’s base-
line map by sequencing 10,000
genomes, the Genome India proj-
ect is set to move into its second
phase during which samples of
individuals with specific diseases
would also be sequenced.

“Now that we have released
the data of healthy individuals,
the second phase of the project
would involve sequencing the
genomes of diseased persons.
There are ongoing discussions
with experts to finalise what dis-
eases should be included and
how many samples for them
need to be sequenced to give
meaningful insights,” Dr Suchita
Ninawe, senior scientist at the
Department of Biotechnology,
told The Indian Express.

Genome India is a govern-
ment-backed project to collect
and catalogue the genetic varia-
tions specific to Indian popula-
tions. India-specific genetic infor-
mation is not very well reflected
in global human genome data-
bases. Such information is valu-
able for a number of reasons, in-
cluding diagnosis and treatment
of several gene-related diseases.

Launched in 2020, 10,000 se-
quences from healthy individu-
als were collected in the first
phase of the project. The second
phase seeks to expand the data-
base to one million sequences,
including genetic information of
people with specific diseases.

A comparison of the healthy
and diseased genome can helpre-
searchers identify targets for de-
veloping treatments and diag-
nostic tests. It is the first step
towards personalised treatment
and medicine, whichis supposed
to be the future of healthcare.

The diseases that would most
likely be included in the list would
be different types of cancers,
chronic conditions such as dia-
betes, and various neurological or
neurodegenerative diseases. Rare
diseases that are found in Indian
populations are also likely to be
included in the list of diseases to
be studied for the next phase of
Genome India project.

“This data will also help us
understand why certain diseases
happen, especially when it
comes to rare diseases that are

ondiseases

Multiple
@ benefits

EXPLAINED

BESIDES UNDERSTAND-
ING the susceptibility of
people to specific diseases,
which can lead to person-
alised and precision medi-
cine, genome mapping
has several other benefits
— tracing ancestry and
evolutionary history of
people, advancing scien-
tific research, and prepar-
ing for Covid-like pan-
demics in future,

not yet extensively studied,” said
Dr Ninawe.

The second phase would also
cover many more linguistic and
ethnic groups. In the first phase,
individuals from 99 population
groups were included. But as
many as 4,635 different popula-
tion groups have been identified
inIndia.

The next phase would have
representation of all the states
and UTs, most linguistic and eth-
nic groups, and rural popula-
tions, said Prof Y Narahari from
the Indian Institute of Science,
one of the lead scientists on this
project. More than 20 major re-
search institutions are partici-
pating in this project.

“This is just the beginning,”
Rajesh Gokhale, Secretary of
Department of Biotechnology,
said. “The data from the first phase
has set the standards, and it makes
us feel very confident to expand
the dataset to one million
genomes of various kinds.”

One million genomes would
put India among a small group of
countries that have managed to
sequence a large number of
genomes to understand genetic
variation within their populations.

The first Human Genome Pro-
ject, which was an international
consortium funded by the US
National Institutes of Health
among others, published the
world'’s first complete human
genome in 2003. Since then, the
‘1,000 Genomes’ project,againan
international collaboration, pub-
lished 1,092 sequencesin2012.A
UK government project seque-
nced 100,000 genomes by 2018.

‘How long will they
deceive us’: Vijay uses
MGR movie lyrics to
target DMK over NEET

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 11

ACTOR-POLITICIAN Vijay has
launched a scathing attack on
the DMK government, accusing
it of betraying public trust by fail-
ing to deliver on its promise to
abolish the NEET. His statement
came a day after CM M K Stalin,
also the party president, admit-
ted that only the Centre holds
the authority to scrap the con-
tentious exam—a political flash-
pointin the state.

In a sharply-worded social
media post, Vijay invoked a fa-
mous lyric from an MGR film to
criticise the DMK, writing, “How
long will they deceive us in this
land, in our own land, in our
country? These song lyrics are
highly relevant to the current
rulers of Tamil Nadu. Their strat-
egy seems to be to make false
promises during elections, gain
the people’s trust to win, and
then deceive them again after
coming to power”.

Vijay pointed to the 2021
Assembly election campaign,
during which the DMK had as-
sured voters that it would cancel
NEET if elected. The actor alleged
that the party made such prom-
ises to gain votes, claiming it
knew “the secret to abolishing”
the exam. “They convinced the
people of Tamil Nadu with this
assurance,” Vijay said.

“However, now they have de-

Their
strategy
seems to be
to make false
promises,
says Vijay

clared that the authority to cancel
NEET lies with the central govern-
ment and cannot be revoked by
the state government. Isn’t thisan
actof betrayal towards the people
who voted for them?”

The state has been arguing
for long that the national-level
test disadvantages students from
rural and economically weaker
backgrounds who lack access to
the same coaching facilities as
their urban counterparts.

Vijay did not stop at criticis-
ing the ruling party’s handling of
the NEET issue. “The dream of
the Tamil Nadu rulers to deceive
the people with any lie they
choose will no longer come true
inthe days to come,” he said, sig-
nalling a sharper political tone as
he continues to position himself
as a critic of DMK.

“NEET did not enter Tamil
Nadu as long as our leader Kalai-
gnar (late CM M Karunanidhi)
and late CM ] Jayalalithaa were
in power. The exam was intro-
duced only during your regime,”
Stalin said, while replying to
Opposition leader Edappadi K
Palaniswami charge that the rul-
ing dispensation had done noth-
ing to abolish NEET.
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Rise and fall of Suresh Chandrakar, key accused in
Chhattlsgarh ]ournahst Muksh Chandrakar’s murder

JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
RAIPUR, JANUARY 11

WHEN CONTRACTOR Suresh
Chandrakar, the prime suspectin
the murder of his relative and
Chhattisgarh journalist Mukesh
Chandrakar, got married in 2021, it
became the talk of the townin the
Maoist-hit Bijapur. It was a wed-
ding the scale of which the town
had never seen, with a private hel-
icopter hired to transport Suresh’s
bride from Jagdalpur and foreign
dancers performing at the event.

The lavish wedding high-
lighted the meteoric rise of Suresh
from his modest beginnings of be-
ing a cook and a Special Police
Officer in the now outlawed mili-
tia Salwa Judum to a private con-
tractor hired for the state govern-
ment’s multi-crore road projects
—allina matter of 10 years.

The son of a serving consta-
ble in the Maoist-affected
Basaguda, Suresh, 42, was ar-
rested earlier last week for al-
legedly having Mukesh killed
over a news report on a road
project that he had undertaken.

According to officials, Suresh
was undertaking three majorroad
projects with an estimated cost of
over X170 crore. The biggest was
work on a section of the Nelsnar-
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From a private chopper to
foreign dancers, Suresh
Chandrakar’s wedding (right)
in 2021 was a lavish affair.
Instagram @chandrakar1854

Kodoli-Mirtur-Gangalur road —
the project that allegedly cost
Mukesh his life. All three contracts
now stand cancelled.

The murder allegedly took
place on January 1 at a property
that Suresh had allegedly built il-
legally on half an acre of land.
Located in Bijapur’s Chhattanpara,
this property, police sources say,
has 17 rooms and a badminton
court, and was being used by
Suresh’s employees.

Apart from Suresh, police
have arrested his brothers Ritesh
and Dinesh, and an employee,
Mahendra Ramteke, for the
murder. As per the sources,
Suresh was hired as an SPO in
the Salwa Judum, a government-

Mass reforms: Bishop
Bosco Puthur quits as

administrator of
Ernakulam archdiocese

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JAN 11

THE DEADLOCK over liturgical
reforms in the Kerala-based
Syro-Malabar Church, one of the
23 eastern churches under
Rome, Saturday took a new turn
after Bishop Bosco Puthur quit as
the administrator of the
Ernakulam archdiocese.

The Synod of the Church, in
an official release, said Puthur
had submitted resignation in
September, but the decision
came Saturday, hours after a sec-
tion of priests launched an agi-
tation against Puthur at the
bishop’s house in Ernakulam.

The governance of the arch-
diocese went back to the Church
head, Major Archbishop Rapheal
Thattil. He will be assisted by
Archbishop Joseph Pamplany as
Vicar in day-to-day matters.

Tension has been prevailing at
the bishop’s house from the wee
hours of Saturday after police en-
tered the premises to remove 21
priests who were on a protest
against Puthur, who had assumed
office in December, 2023.

Both of Saturday develop-
ments pertain to the prevailing
crisis in the archdiocese over in-
troducing a unified form of offer-
ing the Mass. Most of the priests
in the archdiocese, along a sec-
tion of the faithful, have been on
warpath for the last few years
against the new reform in the
Mass.

The warring priests had even
defied the ultimatum served by
Pope Francis, who wanted the
entire Syro-Malabar Church to
follow a uniform way of offering
the Mass, which 34 other dioce-

ses under the Church imple-
mented in recent years.

From Thursday, a section of
priests has been on an indefinite
protest at the bishop’s house even
as the Church hasits synod meet-
ing. The situation came to a head
on Saturday, when the police
forcibly removed protesting
priests. Subsequently, tension
prevailed in the bishop’s house
and its premises after the faithful
clashed with the police. A sec-
tion of the faithful also accused
the police of having tortured the
priests.

The Syro-Malabar Church
Synod, abody of 50-odd bishops,
meanwhile, suspended six
priests and served show-cause
notice to 15 others on Saturday,
with regard to the agitation. This
further agitated the priests and
the faithful. In the evening, when
Bishop Puthur’s resignation was
announced, the rebel priests and
faithful raised slogans rejoicing
the decision.

Instead of Puthur, Thalassery
archbishop Joseph Pamplany
was appointed as the Vicar of the
Archdiocese of Ernakulam.

An official release from the
Church said Pamplany will also
continue as the archbishop of
Thalassery in Kannur district.

Over the years, the Catholic
Church has been struggling to
rein in the rebel priests of
Ernakulam. Cardinal George
Alenchery was forced to quit as
the head of the archdiocese in
the past after he lost the battle
with the priests. Later CBCI pres-
ident Archbishop Andrews
Thazhathu, who was made the
administrator of the Ernakulam
archdiocese, stepped down due
to rebellion.

sponsored militia established to
counter Maoists in Chhattisgarh,
with the help of his father, a serv-
ing constable in Bijapur. Around
the same time, Suresh, who was
adept at cooking, also worked at
the official residence of a senior
police officer.

“He has always been close to
some local policemen,” a close
friend said.

When the Salwa Judum was
disbanded following a Supreme
Court ruling in 2011, Suresh, a
school dropout, began taking up
small-scale building contracts. But
it wasn’t until November 2015
that he got his major break. This
came in the form of a government
contract for a 32.4 km section of

o
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the Nelesnar-Gangalur road. For
Suresh, the project was a massive
breakthrough givenits cost —354
crore.

“Theroad was first sanctioned
in 2010 but no Class A contractor
— those with no limit on contract
value — was coming here due to
the Maoist threat. This enabled
Suresh and four others, who were
Class B (contractors who could
take up projects only up toX10
crore), to apply,” said a source.

According to sources from
the state’s Public Works
Department, the project was
meant to be completed by July
2016 but its deadline kept get-
ting extended, causing costs to
inflate. By July 2021, its revised

F
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cost had shot up to X141 crore.

“He has completed 24.9 km
of the 32.4 km given to him,” a
PWD official said. “Apart from
this road, Suresh also had two
more road contracts in Bijapur
for which he has already been
paid over X2 crore.”

Having joined the Congressin
the early 2010s, he was also made
an “election observer” in
Maharashtra Assembly polls last
year. Onits part, the Congress has
admitted he was a worker, but
also claimed that he had “joined
the BJP in December”. The
Congress has not provided any
proof to back this claim.

By late last year, Suresh, now
a Class A contractor, had secured
two more government contracts
in Bijapur — the construction of
an 11.20 kmroad between Jaigur
and Tumnar at an estimated cost
of %13 crore, and the widening of
the 12.60 km Kutru-Farsegad
road at an estimated cost of
%19.50 crore.

The deadline for the first one,
secured in December 2022, was
January 2024, with a fourth fin-
ished so far, the second one,
whose deadline was September
2025,was nearly complete — with
advance payment partially made
for both projects.

According to police sources, it

was Mukesh’s news reportonthe
delay in the Nelsnar-Kodoli-
Mirtur-Gangalur road that al-
legedly upset Suresh. The report,
aired on NDTV on December 25,
alleged corruption in the road
project and prompted a govern-
ment inquiry.

OnJanuary 3,days after there-
port, Mukesh’s body was found in
a septic tank on Suresh’s
Chhattanpara property.
According to the police, it was
Ritesh and Mahendra who al-
legedly killed him, while Suresh
and his brother Dinesh allegedly
helped dispose of the body and
evidence.

Six of Suresh’s bank accounts
have now been frozen, while the
police have seized four of his ve-
hicles — including a cement mixer
allegedly used in the crime to con-
cretise the open tank.

On January 4, Bijapur district
authorities took a bulldozer to
Suresh’s construction plant,
claimingithad beenillegally built
on forest land.

Meanwhile, the PWD de-
partment has cancelled all three
of his road projects and sus-
pended his contractor licence af-
ter his arrest, officials said. The
murder investigation has also
prompted Goods and Services
Tax raids at Suresh’s residence.

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath at the Ram Temple in Ayodhya on the first anniversary of the consecration ceremony of
Ram Lalla’s idol, on Saturday. Express
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SC: Wife can get
maintenance
evenif she defies
cohabit decree

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

IN A significant judgment, the
Supreme Court has ruled that a
woman can be given theright to
maintenance even after she has
not complied with the decree to
cohabit if she has valid and suffi-
cient reason to refuse to live with
her spouse.

Abench of Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar
settled the legal dispute over the
question whether a husband, who
secures a decree for restitution of
conjugal rights, stands absolved
of paying maintenance to his wife
by virtue of law if she refuses to
abide by the said decree and re-
turn to the matrimonial home.

It said the question as to
whether noncompliance with a
decree for restitution of conjugal
rights by a wife would be suffi-
cientinitself to deny her mainte-
nance, owing to Section 125(4) of
CrPC has been addressed by sev-
eral high courts but no consistent
view is forthcoming, due to var-
ied and conflicting opinions. The
bench said, “Thus, the preponder-
ance of judicial thought weighs in
favour of upholding the wife’s
right to maintenance under
Section 125 CrPC and the mere
passing of a decree for restitution
of conjugal rights at the hus-
band’s behest and non-compli-
ance therewith by the wife would
not, by itself, be sufficient to at-
tract the disqualification under
Section 125(4) CrPC.”

Itsaid it would depend onin-
dividual cases and would have to
be decided on the evidence avail-
able, whether the wife still had
valid reason to refuse to live with
her spouse, despite such a decree.

“There canbe no hard and fast
rule in this regard and it must in-
variably depend on the distinc-
tive facts and circumstances ob-
taining in each particular case...In
any event, a decree for restitution
of conjugal rights secured by a
husband coupled with non-com-
pliance therewith by the wife
would not be determinative
straightaway either of herright to
maintenance or the applicability
of the disqualification under
Section 125(4) CrPC,” it said.

The bench gave the order, in

Most of attacks on minorities ‘political’: Bangladesh police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, JANUARY 11

AMAJORITY of incidents against
the minority communities since
August 4 last year were ‘political
in nature’ and not ‘communal,’
Bangladesh government said
Saturday quoting a police report.
Police have set up a
WhatsApp number to directly re-
ceive complaints of communal
violence and maintain contact
with the minority community.
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus’ press wing said that the
police investigation came after
the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Council recently
claimed there were 2,010 inci-

dents of communal violence
since a day before deposed prime
minister Sheikh Hasina fled the
country on August 5 following a
massive student-led protest that
toppled her 16-year regime.

Of these, a total of 1,769 inci-
dents were reported as attacks
and vandalism; police have so far
registered 62 cases on claims,and
arrested at least 35 culprits based
on the investigation, the CA of-
fice’s press wing statement said.

(Claiming thatit was found that
“in the majority of the cases, the
attacks were not communally
motivated — rather, those were
political in nature,” the statement
said: “Police investigations found
that 1,234 incidents were ‘politi-
cal in nature’, 20 incidents were

communal and atleast 161 claims
were found to be false or untrue.”
“According to the claims of the
Council, 1,452 incidents — or 82.8
per cent of the total claims — took
place on August 5, 2024, when
Hasina was ousted from power.

“At least 65 incidents took
place on August 4 and 70 inci-
dents on August 6,” it said.

Apart from the Council claims,
police also received 134 allega-
tions of communal violence from
August 5 through January 8,2025,
it said, adding, police responded
to all those complaints and at
least 53 cases were filed against
those complaints and 65 offend-
ers were held.

“In all, since August 4, a total
of 115 cases have been registered

over complaints of communal at-
tacks and at least 100 people
have been arrested over the
cases,” the statement said.

Before preparing the report,
Bangladesh police collected the
list of allegations prepared by the
Council (and) communicated
with the persons claimed to have
been the targets of the violence, it
said. The police also visited each
and every place, establishment
and met those mentioned in the
Council’s report.

The press wing said the in-
terim government maintained a
zero-tolerance policy towards
any communal attacks and or-
dered police to arrest the cul-
prits. It also said it would com-
pensate the victims.

There has been a spate of at-
tacks on minorities, including
Hindus, in Bangladesh as well as
attacks ontemples or cases of van-
dalism of properties belonging to
the minority communities over
the last few months triggering
strong concerns in New Delhi.

The arrest of a Hindu monk
on sedition charges further
added toIndia’s concerns, which
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
conveyed when he travelled to
Dhaka in December.

Ahead of Misri’s visit, the in-
terim government head Yunus
on December 5 sought the coop-
eration of the religious leadersin
collecting accurate information
about attacks on minorities amid
reports of attacks on the Hindus.

the case of an estranged couple
from Jharkhand, who entered
into the wedlockon May 1,2014
but parted ways in August, 2015.

The husband moved the fam-
ily court in Ranchi for restitution
of conjugal rights claiming that
sheleft her matrimonial home on
August 21,2015 and did notreturn
despite repeated efforts to bring
her back. His wife, in her written
submission before the court, al-
leged that she was subjected to
torture and mental agony by her
husband, who demanded35 lakh
for purchasing a four wheeler. She
also claimed he had extramarital
relations and she suffered a mis-
carriageinJanuary 1,2015 but her
husband did not come to see her.

The wife claimed that she was
willing to return on the condition
that she should be allowed to use
the washroom in the house and
should also be allowed to use an
LPG stove to prepare food.

The family court on March 23,
2022, gave adecree for restitution
of conjugal rights while noting
that the husband wanted to live
with her. The wife did not abide
and instead filed a plea for main-
tenance with the family court.

The family court ordered
maintenance of 310,000 per
month to be paid to the wife. The
husband the challenged the or-
der before the Jharkhand HC,
which noted that his wife had not
returned to the matrimonial
home despite the decree for resti-
tution of conjugal rights. The HC
ruled that the wife was not enti-
tled to maintenance. Aggrieved
by the order, the wife challenged
the order before the apex court,
which ruled in its favour.

The top court said the high
court ought not to have given
such undue weightage to the
said judgment and the findings
therein.

It said the fact that she was
not allowed to use the toilet in
the house or avail proper facili-
ties to cook food in the matrimo-
nial home, facts which were ac-
cepted in the restitution
proceedings, are further indica-
tions of her ill-treatment.

It said the order of family
court order dated February 15,
2022 isupheld and restored and
directed the husband to pay
%10,000 to his estranged wife.

Kolkata set to
host vintage car
exhibition today

Kolkata: The fourth edition of the
EIMG Concours d’Elegance 2025
will be held in Kolkata’s Lake
Club Sunday, showcasing 90 re-
stored vintage automobiles. The
vehicles will include rare and
iconic vehicles, including several
Rolls-Royces, a 1925 AC Royal
and 1948 Plymouth Special
Deluxe, a statement said.

The 90 vehicles competing for
39 trophies will be judged by a
panel, led by collector and restorer
Shrivardhan Kanoria.“...event
which encompasses great vintage
and classic cars along with com-
petition wherein all cars will fight
for 39 trophies.” ENS

Mythology-themed gates, murals & sculptures to greet visitors at Kumbh

X14.5 crore spent on four gates themed after revered Ganga, Yamuna & Saraswati rivers and Lord Shiva; 85 sub-stations installed to illuminate 4,000 hectares

MAULSHREE SETH
& MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 11

FOUR SPECIALLY designed large
gates themed on the revered
rivers Ganga, Yamuna and
Saraswati and Lord Shiva, and
other structures and sculptures
themed on mythological
symbols will greet the visitors at
the Maha Kumbh starting
January 13.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has spent funds worth
crores, including 314.5 crore on
the four gates, and 1.5 crore
each on sculptures themed after
Nataraj, damroo (small two-
headed drum of Lord Shiva) and
Garuda (eagle-like bird who
helped Lord Rama and his
brother Lakshmana during their
exile), to make the mela venue
an immersive experience in

“sanatan culture”.

The 45-day event will culmi-
nate on February 26.

The four gates built with
glass-fiber reinforced concrete
(GFRC) have been designed by
film director and artist Omung
Kumar and might last beyond
the next Maha Kumbh, officials
said. While the gates developed
on the theme of the Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati rivers
have been completed and inau-
gurated by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath during his visit to the
Maha Kumbh venue, the fourth
gate built on the theme of Lord
Shiva is under construction, it is
learnt.

“These gates are not merely
physical entry points to the city
but they represent anintersection
of spirituality, geography and cul-
tural identity,” said an official.

Those arriving from Lucknow
and Ayodhya will enter the city

Tents at the Sangam area for Mahakumbh 2025, in Prayagraj,
on Saturday. PTI

VARANASICIVIC BODY TELLS MEAT SHOPS
IN2-KM RADIUS OF TEMPLE TO SHUT DOWN

Lucknow: The Varanasi Municipal Corporation issued notices
to the owners of 26 meat shops operating within a two-kilo-
metre radius of the Vishwanath temple of the district, direct-
ing them to shut down as they are “violating rules”. Officials
said the directive to close the shops was issued on the basis
of the resolution regarding the same, which was passed by
the civic body last year. Dr Santosh Pal, veterinary officer of the
Municipal Corporation, said this is the second notice issued
to them for not following the resolution passed by the civic
body. Earlier, notices were issued to them in March. “In this
drive, we have...issued notices to them for not complying with
said Pal. Meanwhile, shop owners alleged that
they are being instructed to close their shops without any
arrangements being made for them. ENS

the order...,”

from the ‘Ganga Dwar’ with a
mural of Goddess Ganga over it.
The gate, officials said, will be the
“spiritual gateway” to the city as
the river symbolises “purity and
redemption”. Those arriving

from the Varanasi side will enter
the city through the “Yamuna
Duar, The Entrance of Devotion
and Sustenance”.

Also, those arriving from
Chitrakoot and Rewa will enter

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

Prayagraj through Saraswati
Dwar, referred to as the
“Entrance of Wisdom and
Knowledge”.

The fourth gate, “Neelkanth
Dwar”, being built on the theme

of Lord Shiva, is coming up on
Mirzapur road.

These gates are about 15-20
km from the focal Sangam point.
The murals have been developed
as per the mythology. For in-

stance, the goddess Ganga is
seenriding a crocodile, Yamuna
atortoise. The goddess Saraswati
is seen seated on a lotus flower
while Lord Shiva is sitting next to
Nandi (bull).

Also, a bronze sculpture of
Maratha queen Ahilya Bai Holkar
has been made.

Each of these bronze sculp-
tures is worth %1.3 to 1.5 crore,
said officials. Meanwhile, eighty-
five sub-stations have been in-
stalled to illuminate the Maha
Kumbh area spread over more
than 4,000 hectares, officials said.

The officials concerned have
estimated the electricity con-
sumption during the 45-day
event at 330 crore. Nearly 2 lakh
units of electricity will be con-
sumed daily, they added.

As many as 52,000 electric
poles, 70,000 LED lights and
2,016 solar hybrid lights have
beeninstalled in the area. The so-

lar hybrid lights, placed along the
main roads, are programmed to
automatically turn on in the
evening and off in morning.

Besides illuminating the
common area, the department
will also provide lighting to
makeshift residential set-ups
and shops at the mela site.

Around 1.6 lakh tents and
50,000 shops will come up for
the event, said an official.

“According to our estimate,
electricity worth around Rs 30
crore will be consumed during
the mega event,” said Maha
Kumbh Superintendent
Engineer Manoj Gupta. To en-
sure an uninterrupted power
supply, more than 5000 person-
nel, including executive engi-
neers, sub-divisional officers,
and junior engineers, from the
electricity department and ad-
ditional ad hoc staff have been
deployed.
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AAP MLA died of gunshot from own pistol: Punjab Police Jharkhand: Probe on
after principal asks 80
girls to remove shirts

DIVYAGOYALGOPAL
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 11

AAP LEADER and Ludhiana West
MLA Gurpreet Bassi Gogi, 57,
died of a gunshot wound he sus-
tained when his licensed pistol
allegedly went off while he was
cleaning it, police said Saturday.
He is survived by his wife, a son
and a daughter.

Commissioner of Police Kul-
deep Singh Chahal said Gogi suf-
fered a gunshotinjury to his head.
“The bullet pierced Gogi’s temple.
He was taken to the Dayanand
Medical College and Hospital,

where doctors declared him dead
onarrival,” Chahal said.

According to AAP’s Punjab
unit chief Aman Arora, the inci-
dent took place when Gogi was
cleaning his pistol late Friday night
athis residence in Ghumar Mandi
area. Arora, who met Gogi's griev-
ing family in Ludhiana, said the
MLA would clean the pistol every-
day. “While he was doing so Friday
night, it got fired accidentally and
claimed his life,” Arora said.

DCP (investigation) Shubh-
am Aggarwal too said that
“prima facie, it was an acciden-
tal fire from his 25 bore pistol”.

DCP Jaskaran Singh Teja said

the incident took place around
11.45 pm and Gogi died by the
time he was taken to DMCH.
“According to his family, he had
attended several meetings dur-
ing the day. Family said that he
was in his room when they heard
agunshot.,” added DCP Teja.
Hours before his death, Gogi
had held a meeting with Vidhan
Sabha Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan and party’s Rajya
Sabha member Balbir Singh
Seechewal over theissue of clean-
ing of Buddha Nullah. Gogi hit the
headlines last year in August
when he demolished the founda-
tion stone of Buddha Nullah reju-

venation project that he himself
had laid as he was upset over the
delay in carrying out the work by
the departments concerned.

Gogi’s last rites were held at
the cremation ground near KVM
School in Civil Lines with his son
Shavraj Singh Bassi lighting the
funeral pyre.

CM Bhagwant Mann, Speaker
Sandhwan, AAP MPs Raj Kumar
Chabbewal, Seechewal and San-
jeev Arora, and Cabinet ministers
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal, Hardeep
Singh Mundian, Lal Chand Katar-
uchak and Tarunpreet Singh
Saund were among those who at-
tended the cremation. Former

Congress MP Mohammad Sad-
ique, former Akali minister Sha-
ranjit Singh Dhillon, and BJPlead-
ers Anil Sareen and Parveen
Bansal were also present.

Mann said Gogi has lefta void
in AAP and in hearts of the people.
“He never approached my for any
personal task. Whenever he met,
he always discussed development
plans of his constituency,” said
Mann.Inaposton X, AAP national
convener Arvind Kejriwal said
Gogiwas “aleader who served his
people with unwavering dedica-
tion and compassion”. Governor
Gulab Chand Kataria too ex-
pressed grief.

T3N3l SIZIcIEl aAd

2]

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

punjab national bank

...lhe name you can BANK upon !

Circle Sastra: Ramchandrapur, Biharsharif, Nalanda

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHANBAD, JANUARY 11

THE PRINCIPAL of a private
school in Jharkhand’s Dhanbad
district was accused of ordering
80 girls of Class 10 to remove
their shirts for writing messages
on them, prompting the admin-
istration to initiate an inquiry, an
official said on Saturday.

The incident took place on
Friday, said Dhanbad Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Madhvi
Mishra. The parents complained
to the DC that Class 10 students,
after completing their exam, were
celebrating ‘pen day’ by writing
messages on each others' shirts.

The principal, who is a wom-
an, objected to the celebrationand
asked the students to remove
their shirts, even though they
sought an apology. All students
were sent backhome in theirblaz-
ers without the shirts, the parents
told the DC.

“Several guardians lodged
complaints against the principal.
We also talked to some of the vic-
tim girls. A committee has been
setup toinvestigate,” Mishra said.

Despite repeated attempts,
the principal could notbe reached
for comment. Jharia MLA Ragini
Singh also accompanied the par-
ents to the DC’s office Saturday.
Singh described the incident as
“shameful and unfortunate”.

POSSESSION NOTICE

Possession of Notice for Inmovable Property in case of one borrower

7th day of January of the year 2025.

(For Immovable property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act, 2002 and in exercise of Powers conferred under Section 13 read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a demand notice dated 25.10.2024 on calling
upon the Borrower Vishnu Truck Body Builder, Prop: Sanjay Kumar to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 18,40,652.74 (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Forty Thousand Six
Hundred Fifty-Two and Seventy-Four Paise only) with future interest at the contractual rate on the aforesaid amount together with incidental expenses, cost, charges, etc.

The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property
described here in below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on this the

The borrower’s /quarantor’s /mortgagor’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act in respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Punjab
National Bank for an amounts of Rs. 18,40,652.74/- with future interest at the contractual rate on the aforesaid amount together with incidental expenses, cost, charges, etc.
Description of Immovable Property

Bakeshwar

SI. Name of the Mortgagor’s Address of the property Outstanding
No.| Borrower & Branch name
1. |Vishnu Truck Body|Mortgagor: |All that part and parcel of the immovable property (Land & Building) covered under sale deed no. 12673 Rs. 18,40,652.74/-

with future interest at the

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

A tribute to Brave Heart
12th January 1983
HC/GD CHHEDI LAL
BSP BHILAI

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of this
brave-heart. On this day, he laid down his life at the
altar of duty at Rajhara Magazine, Durg, Chhattisgarh.
His courage and bravery would remain an abiding
source of inspiration for the force. The force will
remain eternally indebted to him for this noblest deed.

CENTRAL SLIVER PLANT

KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION

Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises
{Govt. of India
lchhawar Road Sehore (M P) - 466001

FIR against
activist in Udupi
for comments on
Mahatma Gandhi

Bengaluru: The Udupi Town po-
lice in Karnataka have booked
one Meenakshi Sehrawat, who
describes herself as cultural ora-
tor on her Instagram profile, for
allegedly causing public mischief
through false statements in con-
nection withaspeech atan event
inUdupi on January 4 where she
had questioned the Mahatma
Gandbhi'’s contribution to India.
Sehrawat was booked under
sections 353(2)and(3)of the BNS.
The administrator of the Udupi
Adanaru Mutt, Govinda Nagaraju,
who had organised the event, was
also booked. As per the FIR on
January 5based onacomplaintby
Sub-Inspector Punith Kumar of
Udupi town police station, Shaha-
rawat during her speech on “Les-
sons fromBangla” questioned the
title of ‘Father of the Nation’ ac-
corded to Gandhi. She said that
Gandhi advocated the principle of
non-violence to weaken Hindus,
police sources said. ENS

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Mo, EL/50/M 3/2024-25 Ot 00012025
Oy CEE(W), NWR, Ajmer an behalf of The |
President of India imiles E-Tander for The|
following work up to 15.00HmE. on thel
mentlon datle, 1. Tender No. -
EL/S0M32024-25 2. Name of Work ;|
Repair, Servicing and overhauling|
of Greaves Collon make Diesal|
Alternator Set 500KVA, 750V in Power)
Cars during POH ol camiage workshop |

Builder, Prop: Sanjay
Kumar
BO: Biharsharif

dated 30.12.2015 in the name of Bakeshwar Sharma S/o Jamuna Mistri, situated at mauja-Ranabigha,

CSP/MP/TENDER/2024-25

DATE-10.01.2025

Sharma S/o
Jamuna Mistri

Thana-Deepnagar, Subdivision Sub registry Biharsharif, District-Nalanda, Tauji-Bihar Sarkar Block 1,
Thana no 95, Halka No. 5, Area-1.0725 decimal. Bounded (As per deed)-On the North by-Jai Kewat, On
the South by-Mahesh Mahto, On the East by-Ganga Saw, On the West by-Dinesh Sharma.

contractual rate on the aforesaid

amount together with incidental
expenses, cost, charges, etc.

Date :07.01.2025
Place : Biharsharif

Authorized Officer
Punjab National Bank

\# )

‘&, | Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank

Regional Office-Patna

POSSESSION NOTICE

(For Immovable property) [Rule 8(1)]

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 read with the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice/s on the dates mentioned against each account calling upon the respective
borrower/s to repay the amount as mentioned against each account within 60 days from the date of notice(s)/ date of receipt of the said notice(s).
The borrower/s having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower/s and the public in general that the undersigned has
taken possession of the property/ies described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act
read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the dates mentioned against each account.The borrower/s in particular and the public in general is hereby
cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any dealing with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank
for the amounts and interest thereon.

S. | Name Name of the Name of the Description of the property mortgaged Date of Date of | Amount out-
N. | of the Account Borrower Demand |Possession| standing as
Branch (Owner of Notice Notice per demand
the property) affixed notice.
1. | Ashiyana|M/s Satyam Mr. Sumit Equitable Mortgage of registered leased bearing|04.10.2024}08.01.2025| Rs. 5633424/-
Nagar |Sundram Saree |Kumar Deed No.-3922 Dated 29.05.1990, Tauzi-PMC ward
Alc No.: Tibrewal S/o |no. 02, Circle no. 6, Khesra no.- Shop no. 99, Block
74098700000347 |Sanjay Kumar |B1/B, Mauza-Mourya Lok Complex, Ps-Kotwali,
Tibrewal Patna. Area-281.68 sqft. in the name of Sanjay
kumar tibrewal S/o chhedilal tibrewal, At-Dwarika
niwas, 34/7 A, kidwaipuri, Oppo. SBI Colony, Patna
Bihar 800001. Boundary:-North-7'4" wide covered
Corridor, South-Shop no. 98, East-7'4" wide covered
corridor, West-Common toilet.
Authorized Officer
Place : Patna Dakshin Bihar Gramin Bank
Date : 08.01.2025 Region Office Patna

E-TENDER NOTICE

Central Sliver Plant, KVIC Ichhawar Road, Sehore (M.P)
invites e-tenders for Manpower Supply. Interested bidders may be
participated in tender {Tender |D-GEM/2025/8/5805922) from GeM
KVIC website

portal [https://www.gem.gov.in) &
(https:/fwww kvic.org.in).

B!r Director

Aimer. 3. Approximate Cost : Rs_ |
4530833368 4. Earnest Money : Rs |
382000.00 5. Date & Time of Closing of |
E-Temder ; 18.01.2025 at 11.00 Hrs |
Date & Time of Opening of E-Tender |
18.01.2025 at 11.30 Hra. 6. The details|
of above E-Tender is available on|
website D wwalireps.govin

42-CRI2E |
Foliow uson | [ 8 O WeaSabways B NWRaikkays

Office of the Superintending Engineer

3" Circle P.W.D. Pithoragarh. , E-mail: sepwdpth@rediffmail.com

Letter No. 23 / 962C(Yata-C)-03/2025

National Competetive E- Tender Notice

The Superintending Engineer, 3 Circle, Public Works Department, Pithoragarh invites tender through E-Tendering (Two Bid System)
on behalf of Hon’ble Governor of Uttarakhand for following works. All other information will be available online from date 15-01-2025
at 5.00 PM onward on website http://www.uktenders.gov.in.

Dated: 08/01/2025

‘Earnest | Cost of _Validity | Period of | .
S. Name of . Contractor’s category
No Work Money | Tender  of Tender |Completion of resistration
) (in Lac) | (in Lac) (day) (months) g
1| 2 |3 4 5 6 ; 7
T.D. PWD Berinag |
| Improvement and asphalting work of Lakhtoli-Nayal motor road under 430 5000.00 + 120 12 1Category ‘B’ and Above for Road works in
Gangolihat constituency of Pithoragarh district under state plan. ' 18% GST State Govt./Govt. of India/ Govt. undertaking.
Construction work of Khunyagaon— Jlkhed%-PasdeV-(.)hyagaon. motor 5000.00 + Category ‘B and Above for Road works il
2 road from km 4 of Ganai Bankot motor road in Gangolihat constituency 4.26 120 12 . .
. . 18% GST State Govt./Govt. of India/ Govt. undertaking.
of Pithoragarh district under state plan. (Second phase stage-2).
Ext@smn work of motor road from Reeth Raltf)]l to Muwgam under 5000.00 + Category B and Above for Road works il
3 Berinag development block of Gangolihat constituency of Pithoragarh|  2.68 120 12 . .
. 18% GST State Govt./Govt. of India/ Govt. undertaking.
district under state plan (Second phase-stage-2). _

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: “UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006

PROVISION OF 7835 KWP
GRID CONNECTED ROOFTOP
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Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax- 0135- 2763508
CIN No. U40101URZ0015GC025866. Website: www,ujvnl,com

TENDER TIME EXTENSION NOTICE " 10072025
The last date for submission and opemng of tender specification no.
/EEE&M Y Manen Dami2024-25

Name of work: 51TC of Electro-hvdrauhic Thruster brakes assembly and
their spares for vanous gates of Manen Dam invited by Executive
Engineer (E&M), Manen Dam, Maneri, Uttarkashi is hereby extended as
under :-

Last date of subvmission of documents in original - 22.01 2025 at 1 6:00 hrs.
Last date for opening of tender-27.01.2025at 11:30 hrs.

Allother terms & conditions will remaim unchanged.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit nigam website. The tender
documents can be downloded from the Nigam's website
“www.vnl.com™

Executive Engineer (E&M)

SOLAR POWER PLANT

Tander Notice No.: RNY-EL-T-08-
2024-25-RT, Dated: 08-01-2025%, E
Tk mrg irvibsd by the unde g ned fod
the Tollowing work, MName of Work: A8

Ruangrya Division - Provision of TEAS KWp
Girid conmaciad rooftop Solar Power plant
B viamra AMOCTCARMOC ml
risgadantial bulldengs i RERGIYE diviskan
Advertined Value: T35 51 46 603 T
Earnest Monay: %1825 700/, Date &
tirma of elosing of tender at 13:00 his on
O07-02-2025 @nd opening oh 0T-02-2025
after closing. For detzils please visit in
the webaie www. ireps.govin

Sr. DEE, Rangiya
@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Imeluding

INVITATION FOR TENDER- MRVC/W/301-R1/OHE/KYN-BUD

*
g?arif; MUMBAI RAILWAY VIKAS CORPORATION LTD.

Ly

(Two Envelope e-Procurement Tender Process)
Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation Lid, (MRYC) having I8 corporate
office at Second Floor, Churchgate Station Buikding, Mumbai-400020,
invites e-Tenders for the "Design, Supply, Erection, Testing and
Commissioning of OHE work for removal of infringement in Kalyan-
Badlapur Section [Chainage 54800-63400) and construction of
Chikhleli station in connection with proposed 3rd and 4th line
between Kalyan-Badlapur station of Mumbai Division Central
Railway under MUTP-Phase 3A in Two Lots”. Details of Tender
and Tender documant are available on e-procurament wabsile
https://www.eprocure.gov.in/eprocurefapp The last date for
compleited e-Tender submission at website
https:i'www.eprocure.gov.infeprocurafapp is 29.01.2025 up to 12:30

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity™
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CENTRAL GOODS & SERVICES TAX, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
BLOCK'C' & D', NEW C.G.0. COMPLEX, GST BHAWAN, NH-IV, NIT, FARIDABAD (HR)

"PENSION ADALAT"

Central GET Commissionerate Faridabad, Government of India will hold
"Pension Adalat” on 22.01.2025 (Wednesday) at 12:00 Noon for redressal
of grievances of Pensionars of erstwhile Central Excise & Service
Tax Commissicnerate, Fandabad - 1, | & CGST Commissionerate, Faridabad
If vy

Venue : Conference Hall, Ofo Commissioner CGST Commissionerate
Faridabad, Block-'D’' New CGO Complex, NH-IV, NIT, Faridabad,

(Central Goods & Services Tax, Fardabad)

-SDV-
COMMISSIONER
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF UNION
TERRITORY OF LADAKH
LADAKH AUTONOMOUS HILL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY
COMMISSIONER/CEO, LAHDC KARGIL

Ia o www.state bihar.gov.in/prdbihar o7 4 24 o ¥ €

YT D IMTTADT IS4 N A8 9~4 WIS Vo Dol o Bl Y Ui Byl

Request for Empanelment

For and on behalf of Licutenant Governor, UT of Ladakh, Request for
empanelment is invited from approved and eligible contractors /Firms for
Supply, mstallanon, testing and commissioning ol sewage Treatment plant in
various Hotels and Guest Houses of District Kargil, The tender documents
may be seen and downloaded from https://tenders.ladakh.gov.in
tender documents should be submitted online

Bid submission start date

Bid submission End date

I'he place of opening of e-bids: Tel, 01985-232216
Deputy Commissioner / CEQ
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC), Kargil

Deputy Commissioner/CEQ

20-01-2025 at 2:00 PM

The

10-01-2025 9.00am

Sdf
Zakir Hussain
Accounts Officer to

LAHDC, Kargil

Sorvieg Cuslomary Wi 4 Smiie

hours. Corrigendum, if any, will be posted on the website only

E-TENDER NOTICE
e-tender Nofice WNo. 40 of 20:24-25 {Dpen)-
Engg/DRL, On line (through e-lenderng)
tor the following work s invited by
DRM/Engg/DOU for and on behalf of the
President of India: from experienced and
hnancially as well a5 technically . sound
contraciors iInciuding thoss enlisied with the
Railway, CPWD, BSNL, MES. PWD and
olher publc seclor underakings -
Tendsr Mo, 15-DOU-SR DEM-|-24-25.
1. Marme of work with its locaton | TRR/P-
321 km & TFR-4B 19km under ADEMN
DBU. 2, Advenised Valua: #1780 78 85378,
3. Eamest Monay : 2, 38 800.00, 4. Closing
Date & bme for submission of e-lender
L3101, 2025, Up-ta 12:00 hrs. 5.
Website particulars of e-tendering :
W ireps.gov.in
Divisional Rastway Managsr/

ECR/PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya

PRI01899/DDU/Engg T/24-25/32 |

L]

Phone & Fax No. 9406470178,
hH(eh /2938 /ST, /fafeaar/ 2024-25 Iaer,

DP/517/CD/2025
(Court Matter)

fafaer =1 faarorn-

Connecting MS Pipe Line

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
pearson Fateh Ali Sfo Akram Ali Rfo H. No. C-103, Street No, 10,
Multani Danda, Paharganj, New Delhi also at Ward No 18,
Sanjay Nagar, Madrasa Mohalla, Raisen, Bhopal, Madhya
Pradesh, has committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in FIR No. 162/2019, U/S 420/419/34 IPC, P.5.
Prasad Nagar, New Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Fateh Ali
cannot be found, and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Fateh Ali has absconded {or
is concealing himsell to avoid the service of the said warrant),

/I Short Term TENDER NOTICE//

&fR IR g R g =g e fmrat Wi steran sk siferpa een & wieves fafaer ity @t et # 1 ffaer o 6 wf
% T 3MmeeE 9 wRgd e et % AT 750.00 (31& WA W USA € ") TG Al S SR ok WEAH H A 03 A
2025 ¥ FETERA fead e HwEiedE T | U R ST dehdt 7 | S 9 Ffas 99 o A 8§ S a9 $9T 200.00 ( 31et
S 4 A i AfARE e wA g | e gas e w6 < il aresd e el g

1- Instant Chilling System(IBT), 2- Milk Pasteuriser Servicing, 3- Milk Homogeniser Servicing,
4- Cold Room Servicing, 5- Packing Machine Servicing, 6- Boiler Servicing, 7- Holding in Tube for Curd 6 min.,
8- Water Chiller, 9- Skid Mounted Paneer Plant Cap 300 LPH, 10- Inter Connecting S.S. Pipe Line, 11- Inter

Proclamation is hereby made that Fateh Ali the said accused of
FIR No. 16272019, U/S 420/419/34 IPC, P.S. Prasad Nagar,
New Delhi, is required to appear before this Court to answer the
said complaint on or before 11.02.2025.

By Order
Sh. Karanbir Singh
Judicial Magistrate First Class-02,

Room No. 26, Tis Hazarl Courts, Delhi
HAT U HelleTdh, Y] Taferear dard
St faror SR gaTEr (Solo)

E-Mail address-ddvsdant.cg@nic.in

faqiew - 01,01,2025

B T T R T T T —
1 Variuos Equipments e 17.01.2025 feHie 20.01.2025 feHis 21.01.2025 |
As SN-1 to SN-11 [ 5:30 & qoh T 5:00 TS JTRTE 4:00 TSt
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TELANGANA
9,including 2
brothers, drown
inreservoir

Hyderabad: Five youth, in-
cluding two brothers,
drowned in Konda
Pochamma Sagar reser-
voir in Siddipet district of
Telangana on Saturday,
police said. Seven people,
including three minors,
from Hyderabad, were
visiting the reservoir on
Saturday. All of them ven-
tured into the reservoir,
but only two returned to
the bank. One of the five
skidded off and the oth-
ers tried to save him but
all of them drowned, the
police said. PTI

 —

RAJASTHAN
3 heldin Barmer
for thrashing
Dalit man

Jaipur: Three people were
arrested after a Dalit man
was allegedly tied upside
down from a tree and
beaten up in Barmer dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday.A video of the
incident surfaced online
on Saturday following
which a case was regis-
tered against five to six
people under the SC/ST
Act, 1989, a police officer
said. Preliminary investi-
gations suggest that the
accused blamed the vic-
tim, Shrawan Meghwal,
for being involved in
theft. Meghwal has filed
acomplaintin the matter,
said SHO Gudamalani
Mukta Pareek. ENS

MANIPUR

Hmar militant
held, explosives
recovered

Imphal: A team of
Manipur police and 38
Assam Rifles arrested an
active cadre of Hmar
People’s Convention
(Democratic) along with
explosives in the Jiribam
district. Police said the
cadre was arrested
Thursday from Barakriver
bank under the jurisdic-
tion of the Borobekra po-
lice station. The arrested
cadre, Lalchuoilo (48),isa
resident of Lungthulien
village, Pherzawl district.
The forces recovered 20
explosive sticks, 11 deto-
nators and 44 soap cases
containing brown powder
suspected to be a narcotic
substance weighing 457
gm, police said. ENS

MADHYA PRADESH
12-year-old
girlgangraped
in Damoh

Damoh: A12-year-old girl
was allegedly raped by
three men while she was
heading for a birthday
party in Madhya Pradesh's
Damoh district, police said
onSaturday. The police are
on the lookout for the ac-
cused involved in the as-
sault that took place on
Thursday evening, an offi-
cial said. PTI

FIVE STILL TRAPPED IN RATHOLE MINE IN DIMA HASAO DISTRICT

Assam mine deaths: As three more bodies |
retrieved, a political war of words ensues

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 11

THE BODIES of three more men
were recovered from the flooded
rathole mine in Assam’s Dima
Hasao district on Saturday, five
days after they got trapped. A to-
tal of four bodies have been re-
covered in rescue operations
since Tuesday, and at least five
more miners continue to be
trapped though chances of sur-
vival are slim.

The Dima Hasao police have
arrested one more person in
connection with the incident. On
Tuesday, an individual named
Punish Nunisa was arrested and
on Thursday Abdul Ganan
Laskar was taken into custody.
Superintendent of Police, Dima
Hasao, Mayank Kumar said the

arrested men were operators of
this particular mine.

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma had first
said that the mine “prima facie ap-
pears to be an illegal one”. On
Friday night, he said that the mine
had beenrun by the state govern-
ment’'s  Assam  Mineral
Development  Corporation
(AMDC)and had been abandoned
12 years ago.

“It was not anillegal mine but
an abandoned one,” he said,
adding that the mining operation
during which the incident took
place was being conducted ille-
gally. DimaHasao has widespread
coal, limestone and granite quar-
rying activities, and the coal re-
serves of Umrangso have been
leased by the AMDC.

Opposition parties questioned
how llegal mining activities could

be conducted there without the
knowledge of local authorities.
Assam Congress leader and Lok
Sabha MP Gaurav Gogoi Saturday
wrote to the Prime Minister de-
manding the constitution of an SIT
to probe the incident and the per-
sistence of rathole mining despite
being banned by the National
Green Tribunal in 2014.

“The SIT should not only look
into the illegal operation of the
mine and identify those respon-
sible for this tragedy, but it must
also address the broaderissues at
play. This includes the failure to
enforce the NGT’s ban on rathole
mining, and the complicity of lo-
cal authorities - including the dis-
trict administration and district
police — who have enabled these
illegal activities to persist... The in-
vestigation should expand its
scope to identify and map out

other illegal mining sites across
Karbi Anglong, Dima Hasao and
Upper Assam, where these activ-
ities continue unabated,” Gogoi
wrote.

The Congress has also alleged
the involvement of Debolal
Gorlosa, the Chief Executive
Member of the Dima Hasao
Autonomous Council from the
BJP, and his wife in illegal mining
activities in the region. Dima
Hasao district is a tribal majority
district administered through
provisions under the 6th
Schedule of the Indian
Constitution, with an au-
tonomous council with limited
powers. Gorlosa heads this au-
tonomous council. Two members
of the district Congress unit filed
the police complaint.

SP Mayank Kumar said, “A
case has already been registered

4 injured, 24 workers rescued after part of
building collapses at Kannau] rly statlon

High-level panel
to probe matter,
says North

Eastern Railway

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 11

A PORTION OF an under-con-
struction building at the Kannauj
railway station in Uttar Pradesh
collapsed on Saturday afternoon,
trapping around two dozen
workers under the rubble, a sen-
ior official said. A rescue opera-
tion was launched swiftly to
evacuate those trapped under
the debris after a ceiling slab col-
lapsed while work was under-
way on a two-storeyed building,
the official said.

By Saturday evening, at least
24 of the trapped workers were
rescued and taken to hospital.

“We have rescued 24 people
so far, including four who suf-
fered injuries. The rescue opera-
tionis still ongoing,” said District
Magistrate (DM) Shubhrant
Kumar Shukla.

“Our first priority is to rescue
the workers who are trapped. We
are using all resources at our dis-
posal for the rescue,” Shukla, who

Rescue operation underway at the construction site at Kannauj railway station, Saturday. P11

reached the spot along with other
senior officials to oversee the res-
cue operation, added.

The four injured persons are
undergoing treatment at the
hospital, and doctors said that
their condition is stable. The oth-
ers were discharged after med-
ical aid.

ARailway official said the in-
jured are receiving “proper med-
ical treatment”. In a statement,
the North Eastern Railway said
that the ex gratia compensation
for the injured workers has been
increased to 350,000 for those

DEFAMATORY REMARKS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Kerala actor says will take
legal action against activist

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOCHI, JANUARY 11

AMALAYALAM film actress, who
accused businessman Boby
Chemmanur of sexual harass-
ment, Saturday said she will take
legal action against activist Rahul
Easwar for his allegedly defama-
tory and intimidatory remarks
against her on social media.

The actor said that she and
her family were underimmense
mental pressure and one of the
persons responsible for it was
Easwar. She accused him of cre-
ating an "organised crime oper-
ation" in the cyber domain to

water down the seriousness of
her complaint to the police
against Chemmanur and to turn
public opinion against her.

The actor, in a Facebook post,
claimed that Easwar's repeated
acts against her were responsible
for the instances of cyber-bullying
as well as defamatory and intim-
idatory remarks she was facing.

She alleged that his actions
were not only causing her emo-
tional distress, they were an at-
tempt to push her towards suicide
and amounted to encroaching
upon her fundamental rights.

Easwar had recently made
some remarks about the manner
inwhich she dressed in public.

APPOINTMENT OF UNIVERSITY VICE-CHANCELLORS

Pass resolution against draft UGC
regulations, Cong tells Kerala CM

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 11

KERALA’S  CONGRESS-LED
Opposition Saturday urged the
Pinarayi Vijayan government to
pass a resolution against the
draft University  Grants
Commission regulations, 2025,
which envisages —among other
things — supreme power for
governors in the selection of uni-
versity vice-chancellors.

In a letter to the chief minis-
ter, Leader of Opposition VD
Satheesan said the draft regula-
tions of the UGC were revised
with the purpose of misusing
the universities for political
agenda. “The draft shows that V-
Cs cannot be selected independ-
ently and impartially,” he said.

This comes days after
Vijayan’s own criticism of the
draft regulations.

“Kerala should explore alter-
native measures to select VCs as

Leader of Opposition
VD Satheesan

part of the fight against any
move that will adversely affect
the higher education sector. It
would be fitting if the state as-
sembly passed a resolution
against the draft regulations of
the UGC. Irequest you to take
the initiative,” the letter said.
“There is no doubt that giv-
ing excessive powers to the
chancellor in the formation of
the search committee will pave
the way for appointment of
nominees of the BJP-ruled
Centre as V-Cs in Kerala. This will

aggravate the prevailing crisis in
the state’s higher education sec-
tor,” the Congress leader said.

The UGC, the letter said, had
revised the draft regulations
with the agenda of misusing the
universities, which should be in-
dependent, for political interest.

OnJanuary 9, Vijayan said the
regulations were part of an
“agenda to totally abolish the
rights of states in the field of
higher education”.

This row comes two years af-
ter the Kerala Assembly passed a
Bill that envisaged removing the
governor as the chancellor of uni-
versities in Kerala in the wake of
recurring clashes with the then
governor Arif Mohammed Khan.
The Bill, whichis yet to get the as-
sent of the President, wanted em-
inent academicians to be made
chancellors. The Congress had
backed the Bill but wanted retired
judges of the Supreme Court or
the high court to be made the
chancellor. Government did not
heed to the demand.

with minorinjuries and32.5 lakh
for those with serious injuries.

A three-member high-level
committee to investigate the in-
cident, said Pankaj Kumar Singh,
Chief Public Relation Officer
(North Eastern Railway).

The inquiry team will com-
prise Chief Engineer (Planning &
Design), the Additional
Divisional Railway Manager
(Izzatnagar) and the Chief
Security Commissioner (Railway
Protection Force). “It will be part
of the investigation to check un-
der which plan the construction

at the railway station was going
onand also how the incident oc-
curred,” said Singh.

Soon after being informed of
the incident, local MLA and state
minister Asim Arunreached the
spot and supervised the rescue
operation.

DM Shukla said the incident
occurred when the lintel of the
under-construction two-storey
building suddenly collapsed. He
added that since the area was
open, it is believed that several
labourers managed to escape
when the structure gave way.

inconnection with this particular
incident in which two people
havebeen arrested. An FIR has not
been registered against this par-
ticular complaint, and it is cur-
rently in the enquiry stage.”

Gorlosa called the allegations
a “political attack.” “The allega-
tions are by Congress people, they
are trying to target me and the BJP.
The court had banned rathole
mining so many years ago, if
someone has gone and entered
the mineillegally, whatis the gov-
ernment’s fault in this? The en-
quiry is happening, we are not
stopping it,” he told The Indian
Express.

When Sarma was asked on
Friday night about allegations of
Gorlosa’sinvolvement, he said, “It
has not come up in the investiga-
tion. This is a human tragedy, we
should not politicise it.”

2 killed, 6 injured
in mishap at
construction site
in Chhattisgarh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
RAIPUR, JANUARYT1

TWO WORKERS were killed and
six injured when a centring
frame collapsed during the lay-
ing of a slab at an under-con-
struction building in Raipur on
Saturday, police said.

The incident occurred in the
Vishal Nagar area around 3.30
pm. A slab was being laid on the
eighth floor of the building when
the centring frame crashed and
fell on the ground, said Raipur
Additional SP Lakhan Patle. Of
the six injured, the condition of
one is stated to be serious.

The project belongs to a real
estate firm, which has announced
acompensation ofX101lakh tokin
of each deceased, officials said.

Silo crash toll rises to 4

The bodies of three workers —
Jayant Sahu (35), Prakash Yadav
(20) and Awdhesh Kashyap (32)
— were recovered on Saturday
from the debris of a collapsed iron
silo at a smelting plant in
Chhattisgarh’s Mungeli district af-
ter a 42-hour operation, officials
said. On Thursday, a labourer —
Manoj Kumar Dhritlahre (35) —
was killed after the fly ash storage
weighing over 350 tonnes crashed.

Court relaxes Allu Arjun’s bail norms,
grants permlssmn to travel abroad

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 11

IN A major relief to actor Allu
Arjun,acourt here hasrelaxed the
conditions of his bail in the Pushpa
2 stampede case, exempting him
from appearing before the inves-
tigating officer every Sunday.

The court also permitted him
to travel abroad to specified coun-
tries, with the condition that he
must undertake to appear before
the SHO of the Chikkadpally po-
lice station as and when required.

He hasbeendirected toinform
the SHO of his travel schedule for
each trip and provide details of his
place of stay in the country until
the chargesheet is filed.

Pushpa 2 actor also
exempted from appearing
before 10 every Sunday

The other bail conditions re-
main unchanged, the court noted
inits order dated January 10.

The court's decision followed a
petition filed by the actor seeking
relaxation of the bail conditions.

Previously, while granting

regular bail to Allu Arjun on
January 3, the court had in-
structed him to appear before the
investigating officer every Sunday
between 10amand 1 pm for two
months or until the filing of the
chargesheet, whichever is earlier.

He was also barred from leav-
ing the country without prior
court permission. Additionally,
the court had directed the actor
to cooperate with the inquiry
and refrain from interfering with
the ongoing investigation.

Allu Arjun was arrested on
December 13 in connection with
the stampede case and released
on bail on December 14. A 35-
year-old woman died, and her
eight-year-old son wasinjuredin
the stampede on December 4.

Security personnel near the Z-Morh tunnel on Saturday,
ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s scheduled visit to
Jammu and Kashmir’s Ganderbal district on January 13. P11

PM to open Z-Morh
tunnel, which provides
all-weather access to
Sonamarg, tomorrow

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JANUARY 11

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
isall set toinaugurate the Z-Morh
tunnel Monday. The tunnel is a
critical infrastructure project that
will not only provide all-weather
connectivity to the famous tourist
resort of Sonamarg but will also
help connect Kashmir and Ladakh
throughout the year.

A6.4-km bi-directional tunnel
with an approach road of 5.6 km,
Z-Morh joins Gagangir in
Ganderbal with Sonamarg health
resort, which will help to boost
winter tourism.

Security has been beefed up
throughout Kashmir, especially
around the tunnel projectand the
Ganderbal district, for the PM’s
visit — his first since an elected
government came to power inthe
Union Territory last October. The
same month, militants struck the
project site, killing seven workers.

Developed by National
Highways and Infrastructure
Development  Corporation
Limited (NHIDCL), the Z-Morh is
a6.412 km-long tunnel that con-
nects Sonamarg with Kangan
town in the central Kashmir's
Ganderbal district. Constructed
near Gagangir village near
Sonamarg, a famous tourist des-
tination on the Srinagar-Leh high-
way, the tunnel will provide all-
weather connectivity to it as well
as Ladakh, which is important for
strategic and military reasons.

Z-Morhhas acquired itsname
forthe Z-shaped road stretch that
was previously at the place where
the tunnel is being constructed.

The stretch was situated at an al-
titude of over 8,500 feet and was
prone to snow avalanches in the
winter, thus closing the Sonamarg
road for most part of the winter.

Meanwhile, the construction
of the Zoji-la Tunnel, which con-
nects Sonamarg in Kashmir to
Drass in Ladakh, is still underway
and is expected to be completed
by December 2026.

The Z-Morh project was orig-
inally started by the Border Roads
Organisation in 2012. While the
BRO awarded the construction
contract to the Tunnelway Ltd, the
project was later taken over by
NHIDCL.

In 2019, the NHIDCL re-
tendered the project and the con-
tract was bagged by the APCO
Infratech, which executed the
project under APCO-Shri
Amarnathji Tunnel Private
Limited. While the project was ex-
pected to be completed by August
2023, it was delayed.

The soft-opening of the tunnel
was carried out in February last
year but the UT’s Assembly elec-
tions delayed the project’s official
inauguration.

“Visited Sonmarg today to re-
view preparations for PM
Narendra Modi ji’'s visit on
Monday. The inauguration of the
Z-morh tunnel will open Sonmarg
to tourism all year round,
Sonmarg will now be developed
asagreat skiresort. Thelocal pop-
ulation will not have to leave in
winter & the travel time to
Kargil/Leh from Srinagar will also
reduce,” Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said in his post on X.

Inhisresponse, the PM said he
was “eagerly awaiting” his visit.

‘Shocking’: Tharoor slams
Nitesh Rane’s EVM remark

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY 11

A DAY after Maharashtra
Minister Nitesh Rane stoked
controversy by saying that the
full form of EVM is “every vote
against mullah”, Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor condemned it
saying Rane's statement was
“quite shocking”.

Speaking to news agency ANI,
Tharoor said, “This kind of thing is
quite shocking... | must say that
people picking on any one com-
munity, whether it's against
Muslims, Hindus, Christians, or
any caste, thatis all wrong. We are
all equal individual citizens of
India, and that is the only basis on

which our country can progress...”

Rane, while speaking at an
eventinSanglion Friday, had said,
“The Opposition is blaming the
EVMs (for the defeat in
Maharashtra Assembly elections).
But we have won on EVMs. Our
EVM means every vote against
mullah... Our responsibility is to
protect those who brought the
saffron government to power in
Maharashtra. The state has
Hindutva government in place.”
“Thisis theland of Hindus... Words
like '‘Bhaichara’ should be used in
Pakistan...I have become an MLA
on Hindu votes," Rane said.

Not new to controversies,
Rane had called Kerala “mini
Pakistan” at a rally in Pune last
December.

‘UGC draft rules are dictatorial...destroys federalism’

AMID THE row over the
University Grants Commission
(UGC)’s draft regulations 2025,
the Tamil Nadu Assembly has
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion, urging the BJP-led Central
government to withdraw it. The
resolution, moved by Chief
Minister M K Stalin, charged that
the UGC's draft rules, which pro-
pose to give the Governor
broader powers to appoint Vice-
Chancellors in universities in
states, are against federalism and
the interest of the state’s higher
education sector.

Tamil Nadu Higher Education
Minister GOVI CHEZIAN, in an
interview with NIKHILAHENRY,
says that if the Centre does not
roll back the UGCregulations, the
DMK dispensation would take
“legal recourse” and hold “peo-
ple’s protests”. Excerpts:

Why is Tamil Nadu opposed to
the UGC’s draft regulations for
appointment of leadersin
higher education?

Tamil NaduranksfirstinIndia
inhigher education. Its steps such
as reservation for rural students,
government spending for educa-

epaper.indfanexpre&s.cum.. .

tion of first generation graduates,
banning of entrance examina-
tions — all these contributed to
Tamil Nadu’s good performance
inhigher education. The new UGC
guidelines is an affront to the
strides that Tamil Nadu has made
in the education field. The
UGC...it is true that we have to
abide by their rules, itis the duty of
the state to abide by its rules and
laws... but to impose it is wrong.

What are the points in the
draft regulations thatyou find
contentious?

The UGCsaysitwill giveanad-
ditional member to the already
existing three-member commit-
tee to selecta Vice-Chancellorand
that this member will be nomi-
nated by the Chancellor or the
Governor. The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment knows it is a stumbling
block. The UGC wants to vest
more powers with the Governor.

On the other hand, the UGC
has proposed entrance exams to
even study BA, BSc,BCom, or MA,
MSc, MCom courses. These steps
are equal to breaking the infra-
structure of a state that has a
proper set-up in place. The Tamil

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH

Govi CHEZIAN
TAMIL NADU HIGHER
EDUCATION MINISTER

Nadu syllabus under the leader-
ship of our Chief Minister will im-
prove higher education, but UGC's
rules or policies will be against our
students who study as per state
syllabus. Thisis adictatorial impo-
sition, against democracy, which
destroys federalism. So Tamil

Nadu condemns and opposes it.

But there are those who say
the state is opposing the UGC
move becauseitisruled byan
Opposition party (DMK).
Weare notagainstit(UGCreg-
ulations) for the sake of opposing
it. We go by the comments and
feedback of experts in this field
and have passed a resolution in
the state Assembly against theim-
position of new rules by the UGC.

How different is Tamil Nadu’s
education system from the
rest of the country?

As far as higher education is
concerned, the state’s present syl-
labusis strong and takes students
intherightdirection. For thatrea-
son, universities like Anna
University are doing well. By
higher education we don’t mean
only arts and science or engineer-
ing. Eveninmedicine, Tamil Nadu
has high standards. That is be-
cause the basic educational infra-
structure is right.

IsTamil Nadu against any
other policy of the UGC?
If the UGC gives us something

better than what we have, we
will definitely follow it. But the
UGC is imposing rules that are
meant to take us backin terms of
progress — and issues threats
saying it wouldn’t give us UG
courses if we don’t abide by it.
This is dictatorial. Even in
Assembly, all parties except the
BJP supported the resolution. BJP
walked out. This gives room to
doubts that UGCis under the BJP.

Why is TN against Governor’s
role in higher education?

In Tamil Nadu, the govern-
ment does everything for ap-
pointment of V-Cs including ap-
pointing a committee for it. But
the Governor doesn’t approve
them. Today, there’s a situation
where several universities do not
have V-Cs. That is why we are in
consultation with experts includ-
ing legal experts to see what can
be done. We are planning to take
action. The resolution passed by
the TN Assembly exhorts the
Centre to withdraw it (UGC reg-
ulations) when it’s still a draft
proposal. If not, this will turn into
a people’s protest. We will even
pursue a legal route against it.
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Times have changed — for the
worse. Under the present
dispensation, governors are
political appointees rewarded
for loyalty to the RSS/BJP’s
ideology or trusted retired
civil servants. In Opposition-
ruled states, the governor is
instructed to act as the
Viceroy of the central
government and to shackle
the state government.

In effect, there is a Dyarchy in
the states: the elected

Vice chancellors will become viceroys

PRACTICALLY ALL governments crave
more power and make laws to give
themselves more control and more au-
thority. It is because the rulers believe
they alone know what is good for the
country and the people. Some individu-
als have the same complex. Itis called the
‘saviour’ (or messiah) complex. Itis a psy-
chological construct thatleads one to be-
lieve that he or she must ‘fix’ all the prob-
lems and ‘save’ the people. Inits extreme
manifestation it may lead to the delusion
that he or she was not born biologically
but “God has sent me”.

Tucked away in the inside pages of
newspapers on January 7, 2025 was the
news story headlined UGCrevises guide-
lines for appointments of V-Cs. The sub-
ject matter was the selection process of
vice chancellors of universities. The
University Grants Commission (UGC) has
issued draft Regulations and has invited
comments.

BROAD-BASED &
COLLEGIAL

Presently, in most Acts authorising
the establishment of one or more
Universities, the governor of the state is
made the chancellor. In some Acts that
established central universities, the
President is the visitor. The governor, in-
variably, was a long-retired political
leader of eminence or a distinguished cit-

current Regulations provide for a search-
cum-selection committee that will in-
clude a nominee each of the governor,
state government, senate of the univer-
sity and syndicate of the university. The
search-cum-selection committee was
broad-based and democratic. Though
the final selection was by the chancel-
lor/governor, in the past, the governor or-
dinarily acted on the ‘aid and advice’ of
the state government. That practice, un-
fortunately, was buried in the last decade
and governors have appointed vice chan-
cellors in their sole discretion.

Times have changed — for the worse.
Under the present dispensation, gover-
nors are political appointees rewarded
for loyalty to the RSS/BJP’s ideology or
trusted retired civil servants. In
Opposition-ruled states, the governor is
instructed to act as the Viceroy of the
central government and to shackle the
state government. In effect, there is a
Dyarchy in the states: the elected gov-
ernment and the unelected governor.
The ‘aid and advice’ clause in the
Constitution of India has been thrown to
the wind.

CREEPING DYARCHY

Witness governors refusing to read
the whole or parts of the Address to the
Legislative Assembly prepared, by con-
vention, by the state government.
Witness the governor publicly criticising

summoning the chief secretary or the
police chief and issuing instructions to
them by-passing the chief minister.
Witness the governor embarking upon
a tour of the state to ‘review’ the district
administrations and hold ‘discussions’
with the district officials. Dyarchy is en-
trenching itself, especially in Opposition-
ruled states, in contravention of the pro-
visions of the Constitution. [in the case
of BJP-ruled states, the state government
is totally subordinate to the central gov-
ernment and there is usually a minister
or a senior officer who is the ‘eyes and
ears’ of the prime minister and conveys
the decisions of the prime minister to the
chief minister. ]

Section 22 of the UGC Act stipulates
that a ‘degree’ means any such degree as
specified by the UGC and can be granted
only by a university established by an Act.
The new draft regulations prescribe the
mode of search-cum-selection and ap-
pointment of a vice chancellor: it will be
through a 3-member committee com-
prising a nominee each of the chancellor,
UGC and the apex body (Syndicate/
Senate/Board of Management) of the uni-
versity. The committee shall prepare a
panel of 3-5 names and the chancellor
shall appoint one of them. If a university
violated the regulations, it will be de-
barred from offering degree programmes
or participating in UGC schemes, removed
from thelist of universities under the UGC
Act,and subject to other punitive action. In

state government has no role at all in the
selection and appointment of the vice
chancellor. The vice chancellor will be-
come the Viceroy of the UGC whose chair-
person and members are appointed, and
may be removed, by the central govern-
ment.

NATIONALISATION OF
UNIVERSITIES

Two Viceroys, vetted for ideological
purity, will be in place to administer a
university — the governor/chancellor
and the vice chancellor. The draft regula-
tions, if notified, will usurp the rights of
the state government that had estab-
lished the university for the benefit of the
residents of the state and funds the uni-
versity out of the state’s own resources.
The draft regulations virtually nationalise
the universities and the messiah will take
control of all higher education institu-
tions (HEISs) of the country. It is another
example of galloping centralisation in
line with the BJP’s policy of ‘One Nation,
One Government'. It is a blatant attack
on federalism and states’ rights.

The states must repudiate the draft
regulations and fight, politically and
legally, to defeat the nationalisation of
Indian universities. Teachers and stu-
dents must protest. Beware, once
Dyarchy is entrenched in all aspects of
public administration, it will be only a

government and the izen. The governor was expected to, and the state government, especially the effect, the educational institution will matter of time before Dyarchy will give
unelected governor would, function constitutionally. The chief minister. Witness the governor cease to be a ‘university’. Note that the way to Monarchy or an absolute ruler.

> > ken message is that the faithful aide will -
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TOoO REDDY TO BOSS

TELANGANA CHIEF Minister Revanth
Reddy’s popularity has plummeted ever
since he adopted an unnecessarily harsh
approach towards superstar Allu Arjun.
Despite Arjun’s protests that he was not
personally involved in the stampede at the
mega-hit Pushpa 2 screening, in which a
woman lost her life, Reddy threw the rule
book at the popular actor, including put-
ting him in jail overnight. When a delega-
tion from the film industry called on the
CM, Reddy kept them waiting and later an-
nounced that he was withdrawing permis-
sion for benefit shows. Speculation is rife
about the reason behind the CM'’s politi-
cally damaging approach. Some view it as
an ego tussle. Reddy was infuriated that
Arjun snubbed him, skipping a proposed
meeting with the CM at the airport. The ac-
tor also fumbled in recalling Reddy’s full
name ata televised function. Others ascribe
the undeclared war to traditional caste ri-
valries between Kapus and Reddys.
Another theory is that Reddy suspects
Arjun of harbouring political ambitions,
since he campaigned last year for a friend
who was a BRS candidate. The CM’s official
position is that no one is above the law.
Reddy’s own party members whisper that
his aim is to teach the film industry a les-
son. He makes it a point to demonstrate
that he considers himself the unchallenged
boss of the state. For instance, during the
recent Parliament session, he summoned
all Congress MPs from Telangana to his
Delhi residence, but did not show up and
never apologised. His administration de-
molished actor Nagarjuna’s huge conven-
tion hall in Hyderabad.

NO CM CANDIDATES

All three major partiesin the forthcom-
ing Delhi elections are at a disadvantage in
not being able to project a chief ministerial
face. The BJP and Congress have failed to
build a dynamic local leadership in the
Capital and are depending largely on their
high commands and political heavyweights
from outside to woo voters. Ironically, al-
though Arvind Kejriwal is generally per-
ceived as AAP's CM face, since an apex court
order specifically bars him from signing of-
ficial files or entering the CM's office, he can-
notdeclare himself as a candidate. The AAP
has, perforce, projected a double-engine
sarkar of Kejriwal and CM Atishi. The un-

carry out her boss’s bidding.

A FINAL JOURNEY

While the Congress and the BJP com-
peted with each other, trying to win the
perception battle in paying kudos to for-
mer Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, it
was noticeable that Singh’s family kept a
dignified distance from the debate on
whether Nigambodh Ghat was a suitable
venue for the funeral and which space
should be allocated for Singh’s memorial.

There was no love lost between Singh
and the BJP in his lifetime. Similarly, the
former PM was deeply hurt when Rahul
Gandhi publicly humiliated him by
terming as “complete nonsense” his gov-
ernment’s Ordinance to save convicted
legislators from immediate disqualifica-
tion. Rahul’s televised rebuke came hours
before Singh was to meet then US
President Barack Obama in Washington
DC in 2013. Some family members
wanted Singh to resign immediately.
Singh refrained, because he reasoned that
doing so would reflect poorly on the coun-
try as he was abroad. The real reason for
the Congress’s ire during the Nigambodh
Ghat ceremony was that the media, ex-
cept the government-controlled
Doordarshan, was kept out of the ghat.
Consequently, Prime Minister Modi and
his entourage hogged the limelight and
not Rahul. Ironically, the Congress missed
a golden opportunity to claim proprietor-
ship of Singh’s legacy by banning the me-
dia during the hours his body was keptin
state at the Congress office. Incidentally,
after the ashes were collected from the fu-
neral pyre, the Singh family had a small,
private religious ceremony at Gurdwara
Rakab Ganj, but Rahul could not attend as
he had already flown off to Vietnam.

CASH COW CORP

The Congress in Maharashtrais atodds
with both its MVA allies praising Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis. A big blow for
the Congress is that Uddhav Thackeray’s
Sena plans to fight the Mumbai civic elec-
tions on its own steam. While Thackeray is
not averse to eventually joining the
Mahayuti, no patch-up may be possible be-
fore the BMC polls. For Thackeray, the BMC
elections could be crucial to remain rele-
vant. If he has to rejoin forces with the BJP,
it should be from a position of strength
since BMC is considered the UBT Sena’s
stronghold, not Shinde Sena’s. Amit Shah
is equally keen to seize control of Asia’s
richest municipality, a cash cow that has
always eluded the BJPin the past. Elections
to the BMC were due in March 2022, but
have been repeatedly postponed because
of a case before the court.

HEADLINE |
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OVER 70 years ago, Allahabad hosted
Independent India’s first mela, fromJanuary
14toMarch 3, 1954. Instead of being known
forits record turnout of nearly 40 lakh devo-
tees — all of whom took a dip at the Triveni
Sangam, the confluence of the Ganga, the
Yamuna and the mythical Saraswati — the
mela is remembered for a stampede on
February 3, 1954, that claimed the lives of
nearly 800 pilgrims. However, government
estimates put the figure at half that number.

Twelve years earlier, in 1942, a Maha
Kumbh was held in Allahabad under the
shadow of World War II. Organised by the
British, the number of pilgrims at the 1942
mela were restricted due to “security con-
cerns”. An Ardh Kumbh (half Kumbh) was
held in the city in 1948, but Mahatma
Gandhi’s assassination in New Delhi on
January 30, 1948, cast a pall over the event.
Six years later, in 1954, the Maha Kumbh
was held in Allahabad.

Just as it is being done for the 2025
Kumbh, in 1954 too, Kumbh Nagar was
named as a temporary district.

Spread over 1,300 acres, the mela was
divided into seven sectors managed by area
magistrates. Over 2,800 police personnel,
including 13 gazetted officers, and 1,000
Armymen, including 27 officers, were de-
ployed to manage law and order.

The 1954 Maha Kumbh was special on
many counts. As per the Hindu calendar for
that year, the Kumbh would coincide with
many auspicious days: January 14 (Makar
Sankranti), February 3 (amavasya or the
new moon day), March 3 (Shivratri), seven
snan(bath)days, Paush Purnima (full moon
day) on the intervening nights of January
18-19 and a constellation that would appear
after over a century.

These factors, besides Independence, fu-
elled devotees’ determination to take a dip
at the Sangam during the mela.

Even advisories from the state health
department related to a cholera epidemic,
effective between January 7 and February 8,
1954, directing persons not inoculated
against cholera to not come within 10 miles
(around 16 km) of Allahabad, failed to
dampen devotee enthusiasm.

Nearly 500 police personnel were de-
ployed at various cholera inoculation cen-
tres on the outskirts of Allahabad to check
inoculation certificates and to prevent un-
vaccinated masses from moving towards
the city. Since this meant a smaller-than-
anticipated turnout at the mela on January
14 thatyear, reports suggest that many em-

India’s first Maha Kumbh

STAGE SET FOR GREAT BATHING l
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ployees deployed for essential services were
reassigned by mela authorities.

However, the crowd size would not
stay small for long. Protests from all quar-
ters saw the government shut down the
cholera inoculation centres abruptly on
January 26 and withdraw the advisory —
without consulting mela officials. On the
intervening new moon nights of February
2-3, the Shravana nakshatra (constella-
tion), last sighted in 1846, made an ap-
pearance after 108 years.

Besides the sea of devotees, the melain-
cluded caparisoned elephants, horses and
camels, sadhus brandishing weapons, and
bands playing big drums and trumpets. The
teeming masses were eager to see these
sadhus, touch their feet and take their bless-
ings. While the British government was
much firmer with the sadhus during the
previous melas, reports suggest the admin-
istration found it difficult to enforce similar
restrictions in 1954.

On February 3, 1954, the day of the
stampede, President Rajendra Prasad, Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Uttar Pradesh
Governor K M Munshi, Chief Minister
Govind Ballabh Pant, Punjab Governor CP
N Singh, West Bengal Chief Minister Bidhan
Chandra Roy and Madhya Bharat (now
Madhya Pradesh) Chief Minister Ravi
Shankar Shukla were in Allahabad. Save for
the Punjab Governor, who visited the site
that afternoon, and West Bengal CIV, most
VIPs went to the Sangam in the morning,.

Around 9 am, a stampede would end
up killing hundreds. UP Advocate General
Kanhaiya Lal Mishra too got caught up in
the stampede. Despite rumours of hisdeath,

500 FEARED DEAD
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he managed to get to safety. News of the
tragedy was broadcast by All India Radio
(AIR) four hours after the incident.

While unofficial accounts state that
nearly 800 people, mostly women, the
elderly and children, died, official esti-
mates put the number of fatalities be-
tween 350 and 400.

Sessions in Parliament and the UP
Assembly in the second week of February
witnessed several adjournments motions
over the stampede. Speaking on the
tragedy’s “enormous multitude”, PM Nehru
is quoted as telling the Lok Sabha on
February 15, “It came asa deep sorrow that,
during this tremendous event when so
many people had gathered together, there
should have been this tragedy in which
many suffered death.”

The Centre and the state invited the
Opposition’s wrath over the tragedy

The report of the enquiry committee set
up to look into the stampede suggests that
preparations for the event of this scale
moved at a rather sluggish pace as of the
first week of September 1953. The report of
the committee, headed by Justice
Kamalkant Verma, notes, “This is late even
for an ordinary Kumbh Mela, to say noth-
ing of a Kumbh of the type of the 1954
Kumbh.” However, preparations were
made rapidly after that.

The first Kumbh of independent India,
which should have gone down in history
for its success and magnitude, was over-
shadowed by a tragedy. However, lessons
learnt from the stampede were imple-
mented by subsequent UP authorities
during future melas.

On the
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RECENTLY, A friend invited me for dinner.
After I thanked and accepted her invita-
tion, she asked me if I had any “dietary
preferences”. Foxed, I responded that I'll
have what everyone’s having. Apparently,
in this era of gluten and lactose intoler-
ance, Atkins and Keto diets, some kind-
hearted hosts feel compelled to cater to
their guests’ idiosyncrasies or whatever
nutrition fad they’re currently following.
Or maybe, it's January. Everyone under-
stands that everyone else is trying to put
their best (health) foot forward.

“It's no problem, ok?” said my pal and
proceeded to list out her dinner guests’
depressingly narrow specifications, which

A dinner

to me at least served as a stark reminder
that we're all getting old and rigid. There
was a vegan, a pescatarian, an intermit-
tent faster and someone on OMAD —One
Meal a Day— who most considerately said
he’d come for the company but wouldn’t
eat. Considering the stunning range of
picky-tarians around, organising a con-
vivial evening seems fraught with chal-
lenges these days.

Personally, | am of the opinion that un-
less there’s a possibility that you may keel
over and die, or break outinto hives because
of anallergic reaction to something, it'sonly
polite to eat what's served, one’s own culi-
nary requirements be damned. Needless to
say, without complaining. We were brought
upinthe 1980s, a time of frugality and zero
fripperies. It left in the hearts of the best of
Indians only the frailest illusions about our

grand country’s future prospects. In every
aspect of life you made do with what was
available, that's all. Not exactly abad philos-
ophy for living because a frugalist thinks
strategically, which is why it was, perhaps,
inevitable that an Indian company invented
the cheapest car on Earth. Iremember waf-
fling over a ghastly glass of milk as a child,
protesting feebly over a fly in it, which my
grandmother deftly fished out with a fin-
ger and handed right back to me. No-frills
India was minimalist way before
Minimalism became a movement.
However, it turns out etiquette has
changed over the years and my point of
view is somewhat outdated. According to
a Reader’s Digest article, in 1923, guests
were expected to gush and praise the party
giver’s effort, however badly the food went
down. Butin 2025, plenty of people follow

complicated diets and hosts are happy to
accommodate them, as they want their
guests to enjoy the evening, It’s a good sign
so many can afford to castlavish attention
on their dinner parties and painstakingly
create a variety of fine dining distinctions.
And indeed, being slightly obsessed and
finicky in our food choices is neither friv-
olous or sinful. As Thoreau noted, “He who
distinguishes the true savor of his food can
never be a glutton; and he who does not
cannot be otherwise.”

Even a decade ago, it would have been
considered irredeemably rude to call a
hostess and instruct her on what to cook.
For most of history, strict social norms
have dictated behaviour and dinner party
conversation. Put on any period film, per-
fectly coiffed characters are stiffly seated
around a table, talk focussed on pleas-
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invite for picky-tarians

antries, steering clear of anything contro-
versial. We're much more casual now.
Blame the Facebook prompt ‘What’s on
your Mind?’ that gave people the courage
to moodily display their inner emotional
realities — comparatively, revealing a taste
preference is far easier. By now, in 2025,
the concept that we should carefully con-
trol what personal information we share,
or hesitate to ask for what we want, or
need, is almost dystopian. So if you're
carb-free, you may loudly assert you're
carb-free, without a trace of embarrass-
ment. The worst that can be said is it’s all
a bit silly, like much ado about nothing.
Put it down to the default human setting,
the restless search for optimisation or self
improvement, and the fervent hope of
landing somewhere better than before.
The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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Delhi gives
everyone
the blues

THE ELECTION campaign for Delhi is
verging on the absurd. Few capital cities
in the world are as filthy, polluted and
badly planned as our beloved capital
and yet, when the Bharatiya Janata Party
began its fierce and virulent campaign
to return to power after twenty-six
years, it concentrated on trivia. First it
pilloried Arvind Kejriwal for turning his
official residence into a ‘sheesh mahal'.
A glass palace. When fantastical details
like gold-plated toilet fittings and a
swimming pool turned out to be untrue,
they shifted focus to accusing Kejriwal
of ‘hating’ people from Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar. A ludicrous charge based ona
lie. What he said was there had been a
sudden, inexplicable jump in registered
voters who may have been brought in
from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. You need
real imagination to interpret this as ha-
tred for people from ‘Purvanchal’ but
this is how the BJP’s campaigners chose
to interpret it.

The Aam Aadmi Party, desperately
battling anti-incumbency, has so far
done no more than respond to the BJP
charges. These began to be thrown at the
AAP before the date of the election was
announced last week. Of these, the most
damning has been the one about the
‘sheesh mahal’. Kejriwal has built his po-
litical career on portraying himself as
‘just a common man.’ So, when videos
of the interiors of the Chief Minister’s
residence revealed a splendiferous
abode fitted with a private gym, sauna,
jacuzzi and other luxuries, it showed
him up as just another duplicitous politi-
cian. Here I need to clarify that I have
seen many politicians’ homes that are
more luxurious, but they are less hypo-
critical about their yearnings for the
good things of life.

Let me say that Kejriwal never fooled
me with his antics and posturing. It is
also my view that he made the biggest
mistake that politicians can make which
is to make grandiose, impossible prom-
ises. If the Aam Aadmi Party won nearly
every seat in the Delhi assembly in the
last election, it was because us hapless
citizens of this sprawling metropolis re-
ally hoped that something would be
done to clean our polluted air, our filthy
streets and a serious effort would be
made to clean the Yamuna. What he did
instead was to give us gimmicks like that
weird ‘odd-even scheme’. And it did not
take long for him to show that he was
dangerously narcissistic and loved the
sound of his own voice. It was hard to
turn on the radio and not hear him ser-
monising about something or other or
pass a bus that did not have his mug
plastered on it. Not good traits for some-
one pretending to be a ‘common man’.

This is not to say that Kejriwal did
nothing at all for Delhi. He did more toim-
prove schools and healthcare than any
chief minister I can remember. I have seen
government schools in the city that look
like fancy private schools and have been
very impressed with the ‘mohalla clinics’
that have come up in the past decade of
AAPrule. But these things along with free-
bies may not be enough for him to win an-
other term as chief minister.

Itis the BJP that now controls the nar-
rative. If it does manage to form the gov-
ernment in Delhi, we must hope that the
usually empty ‘double-engine govern-
ment’ slogan works in this case. Delhi’s
problems are too serious to be ignored
any longer. No country that hopes to be-
come ‘viksit’ in the not-too-distant future
can afford to have a capital that looks as
bad as Delhi does. Every time [ drive past
those mountains of rotting garbage that
rise out of landfills near the Red Fort, I
wonder why India seems to be the only
country in the world that has not learned
to manage waste. Every time [ drive on a
bridge over the Yamuna and see thatitis
no longer a river but a drain, I wonder
why India cannot find the expertise
needed to clean our rivers.

The sad truthis thatitis notjustin the
past decade of AAP rule that Delhi has de-
teriorated. Itis a process that began along
time ago under chief ministers who came
from different parties. As someone who
has spent more than half my life in this
city, I remember that the Delhi of my
childhood was quite a lovely city. It was
smaller then but much cleaner and bet-
ter governed. I have tried to pinpoint
when things started to go wrong but can-
not. Much has been done in recent times
to make Delhi look more beautiful, but the
changes have been cosmetic and so su-
perficial that they look like no more than
an attempt to hide a darker reality.

AsIwrote that last sentence the Prime
Minister popped up onmy TV screen giv-
ing an interview in which he said thatin
his third term his dreams had become
bigger and his confidence in making
them come true stronger. He was certain,
he said, that by 2047, India would become
a fully developed country without the
problems that Indians face today. There
would be full supplies of electricity and
clean water, [ heard him say and nearly
fainted. I wondered if the Delhi in which
the rest of us live is the same city he in-
habits. If it is then he is dreaming an im-
possible dream.
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AMID MOSCOW’S HIGH DOMESTIC DEMAND

Iraq, UAE gain as India’s Russian oil

imports slip to 12-month low in Dec

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

INDIA’S CRUDE oil imports from
West Asia—specifically Iraq and
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE)—surged in December
with Indian refiners looking to
replace the shortfall in supplies
from their largest source market
Russia, which cut exports to
meet heightened oil demand
from its domestic refineries,
shows an analysis of oil tanker
data. Saudi Arabia, however, was
unable to capitalise on the op-
portunity due to its barrels be-
ing priced higher than Iraqi and
Emirati oil.

According to industry watch-
ers, domestic oil demand in
Russia jumps towards the end of
the year as the country’s refiner-
ies come out of the autumn re-
finery maintenance season and
start clocking high capacity util-
isation levels. The seasonally
high demand for crude in Russia
is expected to continue in
January and a couple of subse-
quent months, whichis likely to
cap Russian oil exports and push
India towards other key suppli-
ers to bridge the supply gap.

In December, India’s imports
of Russian crude dropped nearly
17 per cent sequentially to 1.48
million barrels per day (bpd), the
lowest monthly level in 2024,
per vessel tracking data from
commodity market analytics
form Kpler. Russia’s market
share in India’s import basket in
December contracted to 31.5 per

INDIA’S DECEMBER OIL IMPORT VOLUMES:
TOP 4 SOURCE MARKETS
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cent from 38 per cent in
November. India’s total oil im-
ports in December were at 4.71
million bpd, up 0.5 per cent
month-on-month.

“The lack of Russian medium
sour (crude) grades has been a
boon for Iraq as India needed to
find grades that would be similar
in quality to Urals (Russia’s flag-
ship crude grade) and could be
tapped into relatively quickly. As
aconsequence, Iragi imports hit
their highest since March,” said
Viktor Katona, head of crude
analysis at Kpler.

India’s Iraqi oil imports
jumped nearly 29 per cent se-
quentially in December to 1.13
million bpd, accounting for 24
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per cent of India’s overall oil im-
ports during the month. In
November, Iraq’s market share
was 18.7 per cent, the data
shows.

The other big winner was the
UAE with oil imports from the
country at almost 530,000 bpd,
the highest in as many as 32
months. UAE oil flows to India
grew throughout 2024, with im-
ports in December up 22.1 per
cent from November levels. Abu
Dhabi’s share in New Delhi’s oil
imports in December grew to
11.2 per cent from November’s
9.2 per cent.

“Interestingly, the fact that
Russia preferred to keep its crude
at home for refining didn't help

Saudi Arabia, which posted an-
other lukewarm monthly num-
ber, fairly in line with October-
November. The relatively higher
price of Saudi crudes versus Iraqi
crudes has kept (India’s) incre-
mental demand at bay (for Saudi
Arabia),” Katona said.

Indian refiners cumulatively
imported nearly 649,000 bpd of
Saudi Arabian crude in
December, up 4.4 per cent se-
quentially. Riyadh’s market
share in New Delhi’s oil imports
for the month expanded slightly
to 13.8 per cent from
November’s 13.3 per cent.

Trade sources indicated that
the average landed price of Saudi
Arabia’s key Arab Light grade of
crude at India’s west coast was
around $2.5 per barrel higher
than the regional benchmark
Dubai crude, while Russia’s Urals
was priced $3 per barrel lower
than Dubai. This suggests that
Urals was cheaper by $5.5 per
barrel than Arab Light. On the
other hand, the price gap be-
tween Urals and Iraq’s compara-
ble grade Basrah Medium was
significantly lower as the latter’s
landed price at India’s west coast
was just around $0.80 higher
than Dubai crude.

Industry insiders and experts
expect India’s Russian oil im-
ports to continue to be relatively
weak in January and even be-
yond as Moscow’s domestic de-
mand is expected to constrain its
oil exports in the immediate-to-
near term.

Consequently, Indian refin-
ers are likely to persist with

Tech blue chips in legal battle: What is
the Infosys-Cognizant dispute all about?

Tech giants have filed lawsuits against each other. What are the accusations?

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JANUARY T1

THE LEGAL battle between tech
blue chips Infosys and Cognizant
has intensified.

Infosys has now filed a
counter-lawsuit in a US court ac-
cusing the NASDAQ-listed
Cognizant and its CEO, Ravi
Kumar, of engaging in alleged
anti-competitive practices, and
misusing sensitive information to
undermine Infosys Helix, its flag-
ship healthcare platform.

The lawsuit, filed by Infosysin
the Northern District of Texas of
the US, comes months after
Cognizant’s subsidiary, Cognizant
TriZetto, accused Infosys of steal-
ing trade secrets related to its
healthcare insurance software.
Infosys had denied those allega-
tions. In fact, the counterclaim not

only refutes Cognizant's accusa-
tions but also levels serious
charges of monopolistic practices
against its rival.

Here is all you need to know
about the dispute.

Infosys lawsuit

Infosys has sought a jury trial
and requested that the court in-
validate and rule unenforceable
Cognizant's non-disclosure and
access agreements (NDAAs).
Additionally, Infosys is pursuing
treble damages for alleged finan-
ciallosses, reimbursement for at-
torneys' fees and related costs.
Infosys has accused Cognizant of
anti-competitive practices, in-
cluding imposing restrictive con-
tractual obligations, blocking
Infosys from training pro-
grammes, hindering develop-
ment of competing software
products. Infosys claimed these

tactics have limited US healthcare
customers' access to competitive
pricing and innovative solutions.

Charges levelled by

Cognizant earlier

Cognizant sued InfosysinaUS
federal court in August 2024, al-
leging theft of trade secrets and
proprietary information related to
healthcare insurance software.
The Texas court filing claimed
Infosys illegally accessed data
from TriZetto's Facets and QNXT
software, using this information
to develop a competing product.
These software solutions auto-
mate tasks for healthcare insur-
ance companies. Cognizant's law-
suit asserted Infosys
misappropriated TriZetto's soft-
ware, creating "Test Cases for
Facets" by rebranding the data.
Additionally, Infosys allegedly de-
veloped software to extract con-

fidential TriZetto information
from QNXT.

Did hiring of Infy
officials add to
tension?

Raising tension between the
two companies, Cognizant had
appointed former Infosys execu-
tive Rajesh Varrier as its global
head of operations and India
chairman and managing director.
This followed the resignation of
Rajesh Nambiar, who left
Cognizant to become the presi-
dentof Nasscom. Cognizant’s CEO,
Ravi Kumar, also previously held
prominentroles at Infosys, includ-
ing president and deputy COO.

Infosys had earlier raised con-
cerns about Cognizant’s recruit-
ment of its key personnel, high-
lighting the competitive intensity
between the companies.

higher purchases from suppliers
in the Middle East, and even
some other geographies.

“Compared to October when
Russian seaborne exports were
3.6 million bpd, in December
they only shipped 3.15 million
bpd. So, there is no upside from
the Russian side and Indian re-
finers would need to buy more
Middle Eastern barrels in the in-
terim. Come March-April when
the Russians hit spring refinery
maintenance season, the previ-
ous 2 million bpd pace of buying
(by India) could resume. But un-
til then, Russian refiners would
concentrate on their domestic
refining more than on crude ex-
ports,” Katona said.

Prior to the war in Ukraine,
Iraq and Saudi Arabia were the
top two suppliers of crude oil to
India. But as the West started
weaning itself off Russian energy
supplies following Moscow’s
February 2022 invasion of
Ukraine, Russia started offering
discounts onits crude and Indian
refiners started snapping up the
discounted barrels.

As the world’s third-largest
consumer of crude oil with a
high import dependency level of
over 85 per cent, India is ex-
tremely sensitive to oil prices.
Although trade sources have in-
dicated that discounts on
Russian crude have shrunk over
time, Indian refiners have evi-
dently remained keen on buying
Russian oil as given the high im-
port volumes, even lower dis-
count levels lead to significant
savings.

India joins UN
committee on
big data for
official statistics

New Delhi: India has joined the
UN Committee of Experts on Big
Data and Data Science for Official
Statistics (UN-CEBD), which un-
derscores the country's growing
stature in the global statistical
community and highlights its
commitment to leveraging data
and technology for informed deci-
sion-making. The UN-CEBD was
created to further investigate the
benefits and challenges of Big
Data, including the potential for
monitoring and reporting on sus-
tainable development goals.
India will contribute to shap-
ing global standards and practices
in harnessing Big Data and data
science for official statistical pur-
poses, the statement by Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MOSPI) said.
India’s engagement will highlight
its pioneering initiatives, includ-
ing the establishment of the Data
Innovation Lab. PTI

Indian economy likely to be ‘a little weaker’ in 2025: IMF MD

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 11

THE INDIAN economy is ex-
pected to be "a little weaker" in
2025 despite steady global
growth, IMF Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva has said.
Georgieva also said she ex-
pects quite a lot of uncertainty in
the world this year mainly around

the trade policy of the US. In her
annual media roundtable with a
group of reporters on Friday, she
said global growth is expected to
be steady in 2025, but with re-
gional divergence. Georgieva said
she expects the Indian economy
to be a little weaker in 2025.
However, she did not explain it
any further. The World Economy
Outlook update week will have
moredetails about it.In China, the

IMF MD

b Kristalina
i '1 Georgieva
world's second-largest economy,
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) was seeing deflationary
pressure and ongoing challenges

with domestic demand, she said.
"Low-income countries, de-

spite all the efforts they are mak-
ing, are in a position when any
new shock can affect them quite
negatively,” Georgieva said.
“What we expectin 2025isto
have quite alot of uncertainty, es-
pecially in terms of economic poli-
cies. Not surprisingly, given the
size and role of the US economy,
there is keen interest globally in
the policy directions of the incom-
ing administration, in particular

on tariffs, taxes, deregulation and
government efficiency,”
Georgieva said.

“This uncertainty is particu-
larly high around the path for
trade policy going forward, adding
to the headwinds facing the global
economy, especially for countries
and regions that are more inte-
grated in global supply chains,
medium-sized economies, (and)
Asiaasaregion,"shesaid.  PTI

CrupE WATCH
SPECULATORS RAISE BULLISH BETS ON BRENT

Houston: Money managers raised their net-long Brent crude futures and options
positions in the week to January 7 to the highest level since early May last year,
the US Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) said as investors

eye-balled new sanctions and got optimistic on China’s economy.
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Microfinance delinquencies
nearly double to over
28,000 crore in a year

Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha account for 62%
of incremental delinquency in September quarter

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JANUARY 11

INDIA’S MICROFINANCE sectoris
experiencing a notable rise in
delinquencies, particularly in the
top ten states, despite the banking
sector’s celebration of a 12-year
low in non-performing assets
(NPAs).Microfinance loans tolow-
income groups saw a significant
surge in portfolio at risk (PAR) —
loans with an overdue of 31-180
days — doubling to 328,154 crore
by September 2024 from 14,617
crore a year ago.

The delinquencies in the 31-
180 days overdue category work
outto 6.8 per centof the total port-
folio of ¥4.14 lakh crore exposure
of microfinance firms, including
banks and NBFCs, as of September
2024 as against 3.8 per cent of
3.84 crore portfolio in September
2023, says areport.

The incremental rise in the
31-180 days PAR category of mi-
crofinance institutions stood at
8,117 crore for the quarter ended
September, taking the overall in-
cremental rise in PAR to 313,468
crore for the 12 months ended
September, according to a CRIF
High Mark report. PAR was 4.6 per
cent of advances in June 2024.

MFs also cut down their ex-
posure from %4.32 lakh crore to
%4.14 lakh crore during the three
months ended September 2024,
CRIF report said.

Bihar, UP, Tamil Nadu, and
Odisha accounted for 62 per cent
of the incremental delinquency,
with Biharreportinga1,715 crore
rise in delinquency for the three

months ended September 2024.
Bihar was followed by UP with a
rise of 1441 crore in PAR, Tamil
Naduz1,009 crore and Orissa3995
crore, the report said.

Several factors contributed to
this decline in portfolio quality.
MFIs were lending to over-lever-
aged borrowers and they taking
on too much debt, leading to re-
payment difficulties. Further
debt-waiver campaigns by states
and politicians to waive off debts
have disrupted the repayment cy-
cle. There was high field-staff at-
trition with frequent changes in
field staff, affecting the quality of
loan disbursal and collection.
Elections and extreme weather
conditions hindered loan recov-
ery efforts. This rise in delinquen-
cies may push up the credit cost
for NBFC-MFlIs, potentially im-
pacting the microfinance sector's
growth.

The slowdown in the econ-
omy has also contributed to the
indebtedness and stress in the mi-
crofinance sector. The Reserve
Bank of India has set a common
household limit of 300,000 for
loans to qualify as microfinance.
This limit applies to all entities in
the microfinance sector.

Onthe other hand, gross non-
performing assets (GNPA)ratio of
scheduled commercial banks
(SCBs) declined to a 12-year low
of 2.6 per cent of advances in
September 2024, says the Reserve
Bank of India.

India Ratings and Research
(Ind-Ra)recently revised the out-
look on the microfinance (MFI)
sector to deteriorating from neu-
tral, while maintaining a ‘Stable’

rating Outlook for FY26.

The agency says thatthereare
multiple headwinds for the sec-
tor such as borrower overleverag-
ing for both MFI loans and non-
MFI loans, reduced centre
attendance, high attrition at
branch levels and instances of
frauds, all leading to a higher oper-
ating and credit cost for the sector
in the medium term.

“Ind-Rahas revised the sector
outlook on MFIs to deteriorating
from neutral, while maintaining
a Stable rating outlook for FY26.
Near-term challenges are likely to
continue to play out with arecov-
ery expected in 2HFY26. The
Stable rating Outlook factorsinad-
equate capitalisation and liquid-
ity buffers and sufficient PPoP
(pre-provision operating profit)
margins which will help absorb
the current asset quality down-
turn,” said Karan Gupta, Head and
Director Financial Institutions,
Ind-Ra.

The asset quality challenges
faced by the sector and covenant
breaches by players could lead to
tighter funding fromlenders. This
could also lead to lenders assess-
ing their incremental disburse-
ments, thereby requiring moni-
toring of the rollover of the
existing debt. This could impact
the growth outlook for the sector
in the medium term, it said.

Furthermore, the recent regu-
latory actions on some entities, in-
cluding an embargo on disburse-
ments amid concerns regarding
loan pricing and increase in risk
weighted assets (for banks), have
added to the concerns of lenders
to the sector.

Before Trump inauguration,
Meta platforms, Amazon scale
back diversity programmes

KATIE PAUL & JUBY BABU
JANUARY 11

FACEBOOK OWNER Meta
Platforms and Amazon.com are
winding down diversity programs
ahead of Republican Donald
Trump's return to the U.S. presi-
dency as conservative opposition
to such initiatives grows louder.

Some of America's biggest
businesses have been scaling back
their diversity initiatives, years af-
ter pushing for more inclusive
policies in the wake of protests
against the police killings of
George Floyd and other Black
Americans in 2020.

Metais endingits diversity, eq-
uity,and inclusion (DEI) programs,
including those for hiring, train-
ing and picking suppliers, it said
in an internal memo to employ-
eeson Friday - thelatestin a series
of actions cheered by conserva-
tives. Inless than two weeks, Meta
has scrappedits U.S. fact-checking
program, elevated prominent
Republican Joel Kaplan to be its
chief global affairs officer and
elected Dana White, CEO of
Ultimate Fighting Championship
(UFC) and close friend of Trump,
toits board.

The Mark Zuckerberg-led so-
cial media giant has been at-

RS

Some of America's biggest
businesses have been
scaling back. Reuters

tempting to mend relations with
aleader who hasrailed againstits
political content policies and
threatened its CEO with impris-
onment. In a departure from its
past practice, Meta in December
announced a $1 million contribu-
tion to Trump's inaugural fund,
joining big companies from Wall
Street to Silicon Valley that have
pledged donations.
Amazon.com is "winding
down outdated programs and
materials” related to representa-
tionand inclusion, aiming to com-
plete the process by the end of
2024, itsaid inaDecember memo
to employees seen by Reuters on
Friday. Conservative groups have
denounced DEI programs and

threatened to sue companies over
them, emboldened by a U.S.
Supreme Court rulingin 2023 that
struck down affirmative actionin
university admissions decisions.
Just this week, Elon Musk and
other Trump allies blamed DEI
programs for hindering the re-
sponse to raging wildfires in Los
Angeles, without evidence.

"The legal and policy land-
scape surrounding diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion efforts in the
United States is changing,” Janelle
Gale, Vice President of Human
Resources at Meta, said in the
memo, which was seen by
Reuters and originally reported by
Axios. Gale cited recent Supreme
Courtdecisions "signaling a shift"
in how U.S. courts will approach
DEI programs going forward.

A US. appeals court in
December ruled that Nasdaq
could not impose rules designed
to increase diversity in corporate
America by requiring companies
listed on the exchange to have
women and minority directors on
their boards or explain why they
donot.

"The term 'DEI' has also be-
come charged, in part because it
is understood by some as a prac-
tice that suggests preferential
treatment of some groups over
others," Galewrote. REUTERS

Spike in drug seizures at airports in metro cities during Christmas, New Year festivities

5

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE DETECTION and seizure of
weed and cocaine by customs of-
ficials across Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, and other zones surged
during the run up to the Christmas
and New Year celebrations, with
cases even involving foreign na-
tionals concealing crores worth of
narcotics within their bodies.

Delhi customs reported nearly
half a dozen cases in December
alone involving foreign nationals
arriving at Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGI) from
Kenya, Brazil, the Philippines,and
other countries hiding cocaine
capsules worth over350 crore in-
side their bodies.

Justaweek before Christmas,
Mumbai customs reported mul-
tiple large seizures of hydroponic

weed (marijuana) worth crores
atMumbai International Airport.
The contraband was hidden in
breakfast cereal boxes, passen-
ger baggage, food packets, un-
dergarments, and toys. Earlier
last month, Mumbai customs
destroyed narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances (NDPS),
such as heroin, cocaine, mari-
juana, and charas worth 3410
crore, weighing nearly 55 kg, at
the Common Hazardous Waste
Treatment, Storage & Disposal
Facility in Navi Mumbai.

Meanwhile in Chennai, cus-
toms reported that the Air
Intelligence Unit seized cocaine
worth %14.2 crore, weighing
1,424 grams, from a Kenyan
woman traveling from Addis
Ababa on December 7.

Modus operandi
Inwhat could suggest the in-

volvement of organised crime
networks, traffickers could be
using identical methods to
smuggle cocaine into the coun-
try since a number of cases
emerged where capsules were
inserted into human bodies and
required medical extraction at
Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital. In
one such case, Delhi customsin-
tercepted two passengers,aman
and a woman, traveling from Sao
Paulo, Brazil, via Paris on
December 24. Both passengers
exhibited "unusual behaviour”
after crossing the green channel
and "voluntarily” admitted to
carrying illicit goods.

Under medical supervision at
Safdarjung Hospital, a total of
105 capsules containing 937
grams of cocaine were recovered
from the male passenger, while
58 capsules containing 462
grams of cocaine were recovered

Customs department at several airports seized drugs worth

crores of rupees. Delhi Customs

from the female passenger. The
estimated value of the seizure
was 320.98 crore, officials said in
a statement.

Another case involved a

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

Filipino national traveling from
Bangkok via Addis Ababa on
December 13.The individual had
ingested 90 cocaine capsules,
weighing 676 grams and valued

atRs 10.14 crore, which were ex-
tracted through medical proce-
dures.

Intelligence input

While vigilance and “cutting-
edge profiling techniques” are
being used to prevent the entry
of illicit products into the coun-
try, customs officials are also re-
lying on intelligence inputs to
identify perpetrators.

Forinstance,on December 19,
Mumbai customs intercepted a
passenger arriving from Bangkok
and seized hydroponic mari-
juana worth X11.32 crore. The
contraband, weighing 11.322
kilograms, was hidden in vac-
uum-sealed plastic pouches in-
side the passenger’s trolley bag.

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), inits 2023-24
report, said that India has wit-
nessed a marked increase in the

availability and use of both tra-
ditional drugs, such as cocaine,
heroin, cannabis, and opium,
and synthetic substances like
methamphetamine, MDMA,
and other new psychoactive sub-
stances (NPS).

The report said that there is
also an increase in the illicit ex-
port of "Indian-manufactured
pharmaceutical products” that
can substitute for narcotic sub-
stances. The rise in cocaine
smuggling is particularly no-
table, with trafficking routes ex-
tending from South America via
Africa and the Middle East.

Global cocaine
production onrise

Global cocaine production
reached a record high in 2022,
with over 2,700 tonnes pro-
duced and 355,000 hectares un-
der coca bush cultivation—a 20

per cent increase from the pre-
vious year, according to the
United Nations World Drug
Report 2024,

Cocaine trafficking has ex-
panded eastwards over the past
decade, with several Asian coun-
tries reporting large seizures and
increasing demand in emerging
markets. In Oceania, trafficking
continued to rise in 2022.

The illicit supply and use of
ketamine are also growing in
East and South-East Asia, as well
as in new markets across Europe,
Oceania, and North America.
[llicitly produced ketamine is
marketed in visually appealing
mixtures such as “pink cocaine”
and “happy water.” Global
seizures of ketamine reached a
record high in 2022, witha 70
per cent increase in East and
South-East Asia and notable rises
in other regions, the report said.



12 CALENDAR

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JANUARY 12,2025

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2512

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

BRIDGE Ifit’s your
While an ordinary playeris more worried about picture cards or ho- QUICK CLUES ARIES (Mar 21 - Apl_' 20) . LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
nours, an expert watches the spots as well. The spot cards often ACROSS 1r t a The time l.S rapidly You should be sure
lead tocorrect line of play. This was the case in the problem posed 6. Because of(7) approaching when thatyouare
toyou last week. 7. Bold(7 you will simply offloading only
9. Kingc(lozn (5) have to agree to an what has become

Dealer: West Vulnerable: East/West

10. Manacles(9)
11. Chief Hindu philosophy (7)

Sunday January 12

important settlement because
itis right for all concerned, not

stale. The danger is that you
will throw away the good with

iURTH SOUTH : 13. Sheep's wool (6) Finish consulting close partners and necessarily because \i{t’s justin  the lbad; t\l{1e usheful1 lellt]h tlhle
& A3 & /632 15. An appeal for sympathy (4,4,5) making final plans, and then switch your your own interests. You useless! You should think long
63 ® /g7 19. Isolated (3,3) . : should press ahead with travel ~ and hard before speaking on
. \ focus to family and home affairs. Your lans, partly because it's time vital matters
¢ K874? ¢ AQ 20. Blotto (3-4) : . plans, partly . :
23. Tenor Luciano (9) strongest asset will be your ability to to broaden your horizons.
L2 % AKS3 24, Funereal chant (5) empathise with other people. CAURUS (Aor 21 - Mav 21 SCORPIO (2“ 241- Nov ﬁ3)
26.Easy targets (7) ( Tlt)é ﬁn-ancailgl se)ctors ngvv\\;%;%eyrc::l aas\f/leort
SOUTH WEST  NORTH EAST 27. Collects or piles up(7) Monday January 13 )
. .. of your horoscope but crucial and
pass  pass  pass Your solar chartis begmr_nng to look also have deep demanding phase
INT ~ pass  3NT pass ]1) O‘éVT tof 4 relaxed. If you ha\{e any lingering psychological when so much you take for
pass  pass by Cxllen ° Sdp?ce (6 ) problems, they will be caused by last implications, so ask yourself granted is up for grabs. It's
3 Vz 0; r;eal;l dgrg g month's difficulties. whetherornotyouarebuying  important thatyou are able to
West leads the spade king. Plan the play. 4‘ [ y £i llg 3 things to secure happiness, or distinguish your own changes
Declarer, with eight sure tricks, should begin by ducking the first - ftemol jewe Hery (8) Tuesda Janu 14 as a substitute forit. Thisis a of attitude from your
two leads of spades (in the hope that spades divide three-three, 5. Onceevery six months ? (4,6) y ary . subtle distinction butit’s an responses to events bevond
H d famil first. Even if b y
or that West has only two spades and will not be able to knock 6. Prosper (6) ome an : amily Cor_ne Irst. tven if you important one for all that. your control.
out dummy's ace-of-spades entry by leading spades a third time). 7. Keenon;indulgent(4) are pursuing profe551onal hopes, the
This duck is good techlnique, but does not affect the result once 8. Scatter(6) love of people close to you is necessary GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec23)
we see East and West's hands. :i Bl;%(:illte(\)/f;;t(lg? (10) to sustain you in your dre ams. PlI'Of:estSIiOIil.all% thet Powedrfl.f}l p'l[ai]ets are
- sky is the limit jus now definitely on
The Westhand:5-KQJ10 H-Q92 D-109 C-Q1076 16. Put off or prevented (8) being a goddess (7) 16. Cut fine fabric with speed (8) aSQllong asyou ! yourside, so ys(,)u can
TheEasthand: S-98 H-J1054D-J653C-J82 17. Ranges or extents (6) 27. Afiftiesitemadaptedtobeup 17, Article in paper is a hoax (6) ¥Vednesdayjanuaw 15 T realise that what afford to hope for
After taking the ace of spades, South should start diamonds by 18. Snakes (6) todate(3-4) 18. Exclamation from an old god ! our stars are at a minor crossroads. You matters now is personal the best. Atlonglast you are

cashing theace and leading the queen. When West plays the nine

21. Make beloved (6)

(24)

can either give in and go under, or you

relationships with colleagues.

able toassert your primacy in

and ten on thefirst twoleads, declarer can make sure of the con- 22. Lift inventor (4) DOWN 21. Evilly disposed and active (6) canmeet challenges head-on and set Do your best to get on with allemotional relationships,
tract by overtaking the diamond queen with dummy's king and 25.Over-hasty (4) 1. Ranand grasped the last few : : yourself up for eventual triumph. people and see to it that they whether athome, inlove or
leadi : 22. Sounds like two fruit (4) . . .
eading tf:ne seven oreight from dummy. Good defence can defeat (4) 9 di ble for a bird like you. At home you should work. Projectyourselfin the
all other lines of play. CRYPTIC CLUES 2. Birdthatis pleasingon the 45 Never ending trouble for a bir Thursday January 16 get practical repairs done. right way and people will look
ACROSS course (6) o It's time to take centre stage. You h CANCER (June 22 - July 23 toyouasafigure always tobe
Dealer: East Vulnerable: None 6. Legend of trick encasing prone o Solutions to 2511 s ime {o take centre stage. You have (June 22 - July 23) relied upon.
g liveif singl RS p
individual (7) 3. Howyoumayliveif single- earned your position in the Sun, no You may now have
7. Chilly start, and the most minded?(2/4,3) QUICK CLUES Across: 1 Gender, 4 matter whether it’s at home, at work, or noalternativebutto  CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
NORTH SOUTH ] senior are the most unfriendly (7) ~ 4. Getconnected with card game Baltic,9 Snag,10 Clapeyeson,11 in the midst of your social network come to terms with You will almost
& K54 & AQJ3 9. Puttwo and two together (5) in far-off place (4,4) fi';'r‘]’:’1 232 S‘ﬂ(’;ﬁ‘;ﬁg;gﬁ;‘c‘iag}ﬁﬁélg ' enforced changesin certainly resent
. . . s e, s : : .
g & AKJ1094 10. One responsible for directions 5. Try out when the England lisa,22 Yanked,24 Slightness, 25 Friday January17 relationships. Indeed, the anyone who tries to
¢ K1086 ¢ to araving crackpot (9) team goes to Australia, may be Digs,26 Decade,27 Hybrid y ry more you accept that current peer into your
) 11. They beat up rum and eggs, (10) Down:1 Gingham,2 Negev,3 Excerpt, You might conjure up the PerfeCt way conditions are there to stay;, secret world or private life. You
| % K763 432 perhaps(7) 5 Agency,6 Tremulous,7 Closure,8 to solve your current questions and the sooneryoucangetonand  can probably get away with

13. The rings sound like a girl's (6)

6. Mollusc top and bottom may
be unpleasantly damp (6)

Vacuumcleaner,14 Lethargic, 16
Spoiled, 18 Odyssey, 19 Emerged, 20

achieve the perfect relationship and

make the most of marvellous

giving other people the

15. Complete part of swing (6-7 : Lifted,23 Nadir CRYPTIC CLUES i i emotional possibilities. A impression that thev are bein
ST LAl 2 19. Howl?s the ll)ast of the Stigrts ) 7. Amaleinlet(4) Across:1 Bourse, 4 Abacus,9 Ugli, 10 improve yourlife. professional plan could be 1<eppt up to date, whi%/e actuallf
& pass T pass see why it's Haute Savoie's b Hhreccggheadsleave tree, Verlght 15 Eron 16, Cock 17 Pot- Saturday January 18 postponed, butnotforlong. telling them nothing.
& pass 44 pass capital? (6) irch(6) boiler,21 Mantissa, 22 Gibbet, 24 M f dwithh d AOUARIUS 21-Feb 19
pass  pass 20. Russian writer sadly lost fiddle 12 After pass, don seems Willynilly, 25 Iris, 26 Lobbed, 27 ove forward with hope an ) LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) Q (Jan 21- Feb 19)

(7) remarkably gracious Eﬁdies Down: 1 Bagﬁgagﬁ, 2I Union, 3 remember the importance of taking one Professional You appear to have

v ] P ., 5 Bai s ., 7 : 0 3

West leads the queen of clubs, which holds, then the jack of clubs, 23.They're seamen or they're (8.2) _ 5u|at;n:: 8 wilrrE:he oraczﬁzn Yacht- practlca! step at a_tlme- Take care .Ofall matters are Cflllt qmtefa dash Olver
which also holds, and the ten of clubs: king, ace, small. East crooks and all suckers (9) 14. Team's opening bowlers stum- club,16 Cranial,18 Bug-eyed,19 those minor details and the big picture importantand, even the past few weeks
switches to the queen of diamonds. Plan the play. 24. Taxmen leave after V-sign(5) ped when in? End of story! Elegies,20 Usance,23 Blini will take care of itself. ifyou're not at work, but, with Mars

26. Be discouraging about me (5,4) you should give top priority to about to adjust its position, you

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are fourjumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

___isprejudice made plausible-HL Mencken (9)

ADIIR IKPUCT
HKWIS [ILUCM

HE Bp EEEE

UDPUIA TH - 9[qisned apewr 221pnfaid ST WSDNILL) :1oMSUy
INQITID MILLAN MSIHM TIAVY ‘NOLLT0S

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P. C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Aman Chauhan S/o Gyanender Singh Chauhan
RO A1, Amar jyoli colony, Sec-17, Rohini, Shahbad Dairy, Outer
Morth, Delhi have committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence under FIR, No. 537/2021, U/s 33/58 Delhi Excise Act, has
been registered at P.5. KNK Marg, Delhi and it has been retumed to
a warrant of armest there upon issued that the said, Aman Chauhan
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown 1o my satisfaction
that the said, Aman Chauhan Has absconded (or is concealing
hirnsell to avoid the service of the said warrant)

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Aman
Chauhan of under FIR. No. 537/2021, U/s 33/58 Delhi Excise
Act, registered at PS. KNK Marg, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or before
21.03.2025. By Order

Ms. Himanshu Sehloth, JMFC-03,
MO Room Mo.213, Raehind Cour, Delhi

DP/358/RDIZ2025

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions 3
To solve a Sudoku puzzle, '
everydigitfrom1to9

P
=

nine vertical columns, in

must appear in each of the . 4 1 al9 |

each of the nine horizontal 9 3 B
rows and in each of the 5 I
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level 1 7. Er
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy; G '
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; {
5s =VeryHard; 6s = 3
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 5832

WANTED PERSON

General public is hereby informed that Two
male person are wanted (Depicted in the
Photo) in Connection with a Robbery of a
women's Jewelery in front of Gate no. 2, Dr.
RML Hospital, Delhi on Dt. 04.11.2024. in
this regard FIR No 67/24, Dt. 05.11.2024,
U/s: 318 {4) B.N.S. has been lodged at
PS.: North Avenue, Delhi. Physical description of the
suspected Person is as under.

(1)Sex: Male, Age: About 25 years, Height: 56"
Complexion: Wheatish, Built: Thin Face: Round, Wearing:
(1) Blue Colour Check Shirt & Blue Colour Jeans (2)Sex:
Male, Age: About 25 years, Height: 57" Complexion:
Shallow, Built: Thin Face: Long, Wearing: Badami Colour
Check Shirt & Light Badami Colour Pant. If anyone has any
information about these wanted person's please inform
BS: North Avenue, Delhi S H.O

PS: North Avenue, Delhi

Ph No. 011-23093040, 011-23093294,
9910479765, 7827166909

Wanted

DP/336/NDD/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
1. Jyoti, Wie Sunny, R/o H. No. C-153, Sector 20, Rohini,
Delhi, 2. Bhawna, D/o Prem Kumar Gaur, R/e Flat No. 1643,
Pocket-2, Jyoti Kunj, Sector 16B, Dwarka, Delhi has
committed (or are suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 29%/21, U/s 269/394/34 IPC, P.S. Rajouri
Garden, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said 1. Jyoti, 2. Bhawna cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said 1. Jyoti, 2. Bhawna has absconded (or are concealing
themselves to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said 1. Jyoti, 2. Bhawna
accused of FIR No. 299/21, U/s 269/384/34 IPC, P.S. Rajouri
Garden, Delhi is required to appear before this Courl to answer
the said complaint on or before 12.02.2025.

By Order

Sh. Shashank Nandan Bhatt
Judicial Megistrate First Class-02
West

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/439/WD/2025
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Jai Parkash @ Jai, S/o Om Prakash, R/o H.No. 378,
Gali No. 5, Mukundpur, Delhi has committed the offences (or
is suspected to have committed) in case FIR No. 48/2018,
U/s 394/411/468/420 IPC, P.S. KN Katju Marg, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Jai Parkash @ Jai cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Jai
Parkash @ Jai has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Jai Parkash @ Jai
accused of FIR No. 48/2018, U/s 394/411/468/420 IPC, P.S.
KN Katju Marg, Delhi is required to appear before this Court
to answer the said complaint on or before 17.02.2025.
By Order
Sh. Himanshu Sehloth
LD. JMFC - 03
North Distt, Room No. 213,
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/365/RD/2025
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Global Tender Enquiry Notice No. PI(EP)/24-25/G/MoHFW/02

Tender applications are invited for purchase of various items against tender No. 1-6 from the Manufacturers or their sole authorized distributors/agents.
The bldders can place their bids as per terms & conditions contained on https /leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.

fulfilling your worldly
ambitions. In your private life,
get in touch with old friends or
ex-lovers. A trip to the past
could prove entertaining,.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

are that passionate

relationships are
uncertain influences. Your
instincts and hunches should
important decisions for a
little while longer. Wait
happening. When you have
all the information at your

must realise that you can no
longer go on as before. It's
important to consolidate all
personal gains rather than

taking on fresh activities,
otherwise you may over-
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Not all your stars
@ wavelength. If you
are slightly
people appear to be standing
in your way. You sense an
energy level, emotional mood
and personal affairs, while for

commit yourself.

are on your
irritable, it's because other
imminent change in your
some reason you also feel as if

Rajasthan Council of School Education

S. Radha Krishnan Shiksha Sankul, 5th Block, lind & llird Floor, JLN Marg, Jaipur - 17
Ph.: 0141-2700366, 2715590, 2715550

No. P. 6 () /RCScE/Jai./STARS/ATL/2024-25/12954325 Date : 11.01.2025
Regarding extension of e-BID (NIB: 18/2024-25)

Tender No. 18/2024-25 (UBN No. RSE2425GLOB01923) issued for
supply, installation and commissioning of ATL and Robotic Lab in 614
government schools of Rajasthan is extended till 11:30 AM of 17 January, 2025.
Other details can be seen in the bid document on State Public Procurement
Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or "www.rajsmsa.nic.in" or
"www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in".

Raj.Samwad/C/24/10208 State Project Director

SOUTH EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED
“A MINI RATNA COMPANY”

NOTICE

All the tenders issued by SECL for procurement of Goods,
Works and Services are available on website of SECL
http://www.secl-cil.in,CIL e-procurement portal http://
coalindiatenders.nic.in and Central Public Procuremrnt
Portal http:/leprocure.gov.in In addition, procurement is also
done through GeM portal http://gem.gov.in. SECL’s mining
services tenders are also now available on GeM portal
http://gem.gov.in

All the indications
@ now subject to
be urging you to delay
until you know whatis
fingertips, make your move.

you are being held back.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
1. Akhilesh Sfo Gulab Rfo 1078 C-Block, Sangam Vihar Delhi
2. Rekha W/o Sunil@idal Rfo H. No.171 Gali No. & A Block,
Sangam Vihar Delhi. has commitled (or is suspected to have
committed) the offencein Case FIR No. 114/18 U/s 33/58 D ex Act
P.S.: Farsh Bazar Delhi, it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused 1. Akhilesh
2. Rekha, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said accused 1. Akhilesh 2. Rekha, has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said 1. Akhilesh 2. Rekha,
accused of FIR No. 114/18 U/s 33/58 D ex Act P.S.: Farsh
Bazar Delhi, isrequiredto appear before this Court to answer the
said complaint on or before 24.02.2025.

By Order

Sh. Akhil Malik

JMFC-02, Room No. 38 Ground Floor
Shahdara Distt.

Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/383/SHD/2025
(Court Matter)

=ssm TAMIL NADU MEDICINAL PLANT FARMS &
HERBAL MEDICINE CORPORATION LTD.,

(A Governrmant of Tamdl Mady Undenaking)
Regd. Office: Anna Hospltal Campues, Arumbakkam, Chennal-600 106
Fhone: 044-262 16696 E-mail: Ialr:p-:-ahllu:qf;l-.]rn:til.l:-un|

E-TENDER NOTICE REF-01Tam/NAMed/ 2025, 02 TamMAMad 2025,
G3TamnNAMediZ025, 04Tam/NAMa 2025 & 1742 MamiMA/2024-25
E-Tenders with tao covers system ane invited from the eligitle
bidders for the supply of Siddha, Ayurveda, Homoeopathy & Unani
madicines to I5M wings under the control of Commissoner of
Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy and e-tender documsent can be
viawed and downloaded at free of cost from
“hitps:fitntenders.govin/nicgeplapp". Bids are invited throwgh
GaM portal Tor supply of maderials o "l"|_1!_'|:| & N::Ifllrl'_l[_!zl'lh'.'
mslibulicons under he canbral of Commissiones of ndian Medicana
and Homosopalhy and bid document can be viewed and
cdownioaded at free of coat from “www.gem.gov.in”, Eligibility of
the tenderer and ather conditions are stipulated In the Bid
documant. EMD to be paid & the bids to be submitted throwgh
onling portal anly,

LiFRMSH T ENCERGI0ZS

General Manager

BRIDGE WORK

E-Tender Motice No. DCBL
MB/2024/MLG Dated: 00-01-
20285, E- Tendars are inviled by tha
undarsigned lor tha loliowing works

CHANDIGARH

Phone No. 0172-2756469

°S. | Equipment/ [ EMD Bid submission | Bid Opening Tender No. DCBLAS2024MLG
Qty. | Deptt Name
No Item Name | (Rs.) Date Date Name of work: Installation and
Non-Pre Bid case e Ly i
3 ., m 1 4 ¥ # T Il ifg ]
1. | Advanced ICU Ventilator with Intellivent Technology 02Nos. | 1,80,000- | 03-02-2025 | 04-02-2025 Pl\‘j[hg?rﬁry Commissioning of Structural Healt
caeme Monitoring System (SHMS) of
2. Vacuum Conentrator 0INo. | 40,000/- -do- -do- Biochemistry . Brid Bridae No. "0°
3. Air Abrasion Units 02Nos. |  20,000/- -do- -do- OHSC SSITC- RS At OGP M
I {Saraighat) between Kamakhya
4. | Dual Action Lithotripsy (Ultrasonic and mechanical) 01No. | 80,000/- 05-02-2025 06-02-2025 Urology * i ¥
- Agthoril stations under Lumding
Pre Bid case ! ] 2
5. | Inhaled Nitric Oxide System 0INo. | 2,20,000/- -do- -do- Pediatrics Division. A pproximate Tender
6. | ICU Ventilator 02Nos. | 2,00,000/- -do- -do- Pediatrics Value: 183 35,000/-, Bid Security:

at Procurement Branch (Import).

on e-procurement website, CPPP Portal (Central Public Procurement Portal).

Additional Terms and Conditions

be applicable in these cases.

Tender document can also be downloaded from website www.pgimer.edu.in and can be applied on website www.eprocure.gov.in. Bid Security (EMD)
should be for the amount as per tender documents either in the form of Account Payee Demand Draft, or Fixed Deposit Receipts (FDR), Banker’s Cheque
or Bank Guarantee Form issued by Scheduled Commercial Bank having its validity at least for one year & duly pledged in favour of Postgraduate Institute
of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh. The tenders will be opened on the dates given above at 12:00 PM in the presence of the authorized
intending tenderers. Tenders not submitted on the prescribed form, not accompanied with Bid Security shall be summarily rejected.

The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders received without assigning any reason thereof. “PRE-BID CONFERENCE”
WITH INTENDING BIDDERS FOR ITEM Sr. No. 05 to 06 shall be held on 17.01.2025 from 03:00 P.M. ONWARDS IN THE PI(EP), OFFICE,
PGIMER, CHANDIGARH. The intending bidders are free to join Pre bid Conference through video conference. For more details contact: 0172-2756469

NOTE 1. The terms and Conditions of the original Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) available on PGIMER Website will remain same. However on switching
over to e-tendering on e-Procurement, the bids will be received in electronic form on e-Procurement website and no bid will be received in
Physical form. The EMD will be received in Physical form in Procurement Branch (Import) and scan copy is to be uploaded in electronic form

NOTE 2. If any of the tender opening dates happens to be a holiday in PGIMER, Chandigarh, then the same shall be opened on next full working day.
1. The Institute has adopted amended Notice Inviting Tenders (NIT) which is available on e-Procurement website (https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app)

and Website: www.pgimer.edu.in. Therefore the bidders are requested to go through the Instructions Carefully before submitting bids.
2. The above items are relaxed to invite Global Tender Enquiry under rule 161 (IV) of G.F.R rules 2017, therefore Para 5 of Annexure ‘A’ of NIT will not

€1.86.700 Date & Time of
closing of Tender: 15.00 his. on
03-02-2025 & opening at 15.05
hra. of 03-02-2025 al Daputy Lriel
EnginearBridge-LineMaligaon
I ha
complete nlormalion of thea landar

Guwahatl-781011 (Assam)
documani ol above a-landar
will b avatiable In the weabsila
wWwWw.ireps.gov.in
Dy.CE/Bridge-Line/Maligaon
,a HORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWRY
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
parson namely Rajneesh (User), Rlo 221, Ground Floor, Village
Kapashera (Water Supplier), New Delhi-110061 has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case Ct. Case
No. 1392/2019 U/s 135 Indian Electricity Act, at P.S.
Kapashera, New Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued thal the said accused Rajneesh (User)
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown o my satisfaction
that the said accused Rajneesh (User) have absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant)
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Rajneesh
(User) of case Ct. Case No. 139212019 U/s 135 Indian
Electricity Act, of P.S. Kapashera, New Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 14.02.2025

By order

Vinod Kumar Meena
ASJ, Special Court,
Electricity Court No. 609,
Dwarka Court, New Delhi

DP/539/SW/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Prem Kumar S/o Shyam Lal R/o D-552,
3.B.Dairy, Delhi has committed (or is suspecled to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 958/22 U/s 25/54/59
Arms Act at PS: Shahbad Dairy, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Prem Kumar can not be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Prem
Kumar has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that the said accused Prem Kumar of FIR No. 958/22 U/s
25/54/59 Arms Act of PS: Shahbad Dairy, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said

complaint on or before 13.02.2025. By order
Sarthak Panwar

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05
North, Court Room No.114, First Floor
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/26TION/2025
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

1, Venktesh S/o Rajendra Sharma
R/o Apartment no.0402,4th
floor,Tower no.B12,M3M
Woodshire,Sector-
107,Dharampur,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122006, have changed my minor
daughter’s name aged about 12
years from Shree Radha to Sakshi
Kumari

0130048069-1

I Aashish Ahlawat S/o Ramesh
Kumar R/o M-258 U/G-Floor
Guru Harkishan Nagar,
Paschim Vihar, West-Delhi,
Delhi- 110087,have changed
my-name to Aashish.

0040768337-2

I Ravindra Poddar S/o Sita Ram
Poddar R/o B-15, 1st Floor, B-
Block, JJ Colony, Near Ambey
Mandir, Inderpuri, Central
Delhi-110012, have changed
my name to Ravi Kumar

0070944800-1

I Suman Gupta W/o Manoj
GuptaR/0 House No-1749/7,
GaliNo-9, AV R School, Rajeev
Nagar, Gurgaon, PO-Gurgaon,
Dist-Gurgaon, Haryana-
120001, have changed my
name to Santosh Gupta.

0070944721-1

I, BRAHM SINGH SHARMA S/0O
SH.SHREE PAL SHARMAR/O
18/142, GALINO. 2, EAST MOTI
BAGH, KISHAN GANJ,DELHI -07,
IHAVE CHANGED MY NAME
BRAHM SINGHTO BRAHM
SINGH SHARMA FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040768294-1

I, Chandra Bhushan Kumar
Singh S/o Bhup Naryan Singh
R/o Plot no-6, Flat no-FF-2,
Nayay Khand-1 Ami Care
Indirapuram Ghaziabad U.P-
201014 have changed my name
to Chandere Bhushan for all
future purposes

0070944787-1

My-Minor Daughter’s and wife
Actual/Correct namesis
Lavanya Upadhyay and
Kumkum Upadhyay
respectively Instead-of
Lavanyaand Kumkum are
wrongly-written in Daughter’s
School-Record.Surjeet
Upadhyay Father and husband
of Lavanaya Upadhyay and
Kumkum Upadhyay
respectively,R/0,Flat.N0.210-
A5B,Shanti Kunj,Paschim-
Vihar,New-Delhi-110063.

0040768312-10

I,Kartika,W/0 Manpreet
Singh,R/0 B-39,Rajan Babu-
Road Adarsh-Nagar Delhi-
110033.have changed my
name after-marriage kartika
to kartika kaur,for future
purpose.

0040768337-7

ILMEHUL DHAR,S/0 SHVIJAY
KUMAR DHAR,R/O FLAT.NO.K-
1203,PRATEEK LAUREL,
SECTOR-
120,NOIDA,G.B.NAGAR,U.P.-
201301,have changed my,son’s
name,form REYANSH DHAR TO
REYAANSH DHAR,for all,future
purposes.

0040768312-8

I,Mahesh kumar@ Mahesh
Chaudhary,S/0,Sh. Jodh
Singh,R/0,H.n0-409,gali.no-
9,jagatpur,burari north-
delhi,Delhi-
110084,declare,that Mahesh
kumar and Mahesh
Chaudhary are,same
person,and both,names
are,mine.

0040768321-1

I,NEHA DHAWAN,W/O JANIT
DHAWAN,R/O-FLAT NO-
1203,TOWER-21,LOTUS
BOULEVARD SEC-
100,NOIDA,GAUTAM BUDH
NAGAR,U.P.-201304,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO NEHA
SHARMA.

0040768314-2

I,PRATIBHA GAUTAM,W/0O-
GOPAL SINGH,R/0 94-A,LIG-
FLATS,PKT-D,DEEP
ENCLAVE,ASHOK-VIHAR
PHASE-3,DELHI-110052.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
PRATIBHA THAKUR.

0040768308-7

I,PREETI W/O-SHUBHAM R/0O,A-
1/201,THE PRINTER-
APARTMENT,SECTOR-
13,ROHINI,DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO PREETI
SINGLA,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040768308-3

I,PREM KUMAR,S/O HANS
RAJ,RESIDENT 1570,SECTOR-
15,HOUSING BOARD
COLONY,SONIPAT,HARYANA
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
PREM KUMAR SHARMA.

0040768314-6

I,Purshotam Keshwani,S/o
Chetan Dass,R/0-C-699,BC
Lane,New-Friends
Colony,Delhi-25, have changed
my name to Purshotam Kumar
Keshwani.

0040768312-6

I, Baljit Singh S/o Satpal Singh
Bhatia, R/o0 C-16,Second Floor,
New Moti Nagar, New Delhi-
110015, have changed my
name to Baljeet Singh Bhatia.

0040768302-1

I,Cheshta Marwah D/o Sanjay
Kumar R/o F-107, DDA-Flats,
New Ranjit-Nagar, New Delhi-
110008, have changed my-
name to Srishta Marwabh.

0040768337-1

I,Timple Janaalias Timple Jana
Bhatnagar,D/o,Tara Pada
Jana,W/0,Sumeet Bhatnagar
R/0,H.No.D-
185,FF,Ramprastha-
Colony,Chander-Nagar,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201011,have changed my-
nameto Timple Jana
Bhatnagar.

0040768337-4

I, Rajinder Singh, S/0O, Hari
Singh, R/0 RZ 26C/39, Gali no-
38, Indira park, Palam-Colony,
New Delhi-110045, declare
that, my son name writtenin
his schoolrecord is Devansh
Negi Now |l intend to,change
my son’s name, as “Devansh
Singh” vide, Certificate.No IN-
DL09974882475965W dated-
28.Dec 2024.

0040768321-3

I, Rajinder Singh S/O,Hari
Singh,R/0RZ 26C/39, Gali.no-
38, Indira-park Palam-Colony,
New-Delhi-110045,declare that
my son name writtenin,his
school record,is Adarsh Negi
Now I, intend to,change,my
son’s name as Adarsh Singh
vide, Certificate.No IN-
DL09976882676858W dated
28.Dec 2024.

0040768321-2

I,TEJASVI KAUR RANA D/O
IKBAL SINGH RANA,R/0-P-R-
184 1ST.FLOOR GREATER
KAILASH PART-1 DELHI-
110048,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO TEJASVIKAUR

0040768314-1

I,Swati Raghav,W/o Sudhir
Kumar,R/0 A151/A,Shri Ram
Enclave,Sohna-Road Maruti-
Kunj,
Bhondsi(168),Gurgaon(Harya
na)-122102,have changed my
name to Swati Chauhan.

0040768308-2

I,Sakshi goel w/o Naman
Jain,R/0 D-38, bhagat Singh
road Adarsh nagar Delhi-
33,have changed my nameto
SakshiJain

0040768312-2

l,Jagdish Lal,S/0. Krishan Lal
R/0.CB-100-C,Second
Floor,JantaFlat,G-8 Area
Rajouri Garden Delhi-110064
have changed my nameto
Jagdish Kapoor.

0040768312-1

lL,Ishu Sahni,S/o,Late Girish
Sahni,R/0-B1/403,Ground-
Floor,Janakpuri,New Delhi-
110058,that my-father’s name
is wrongly-written as Girish
ChandraSahniin my-
Passport.The actual-name of
my-father is Girish Sahni.

0040768337-3

I,LRAJA RATHNAM,mother of,V
SIVA VARA PRASAD
KANCHI,Presently,residing at
Peravali
palem,Guntur(Dist),Andhra
Pradesh-522261,have changed
my name,from RAJA
RATHNAM to KANCHI
RAJARATNAMYVide
affidavit,date-10.01.2025.

0040768314-9

I,Shahanwaj Khan,S/0
Samiullah Khan R/o Tower-
7,108,Pyramid Urban
Homes,Sector-70A,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-
122001,have changed my
name to Shahnawaj Khan for
all Purposes.

0040768308-1

LINDRA RANI SEHGAL/INDRA
SEHGAL,W/0 JUGAL KISHORE
SEHGAL R/0 206-C,LIG-
FLATS,DDA-COMPLEX MOTIA-
KHAN PAHAR-GANJ,DELHI-
110055.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO INDU RANI.

0040768308-4

I,Hridansh Anand,S/o0 Manpreet
Singh Anand R/o0-
Flat.No.45,Akash Ganga
near,Huda Market,Sector-
56,Gurgaon Haryana-
122011,have changed my
name to Hridansh Singh
Anand.

0040768312-9

I,Hitherto known as Sofiyan,S/o
Abdul Hasan,R/0-Haidravad
Kheri,UP-262802,have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Shamsul Hasan.

0040768312-5

I,Gurpreet Singh Gill S/oH.No.4
Block-JP Pitampura Delhi-
110034,have changed my
name to Gurpreet Singh.

0040768314-3

I,GOPAL SINGH R/0 94-A,LIG-
FLATS,PKT-D,DEEP
ENCLAVE,ASHOK VIHAR
PHASE-3,DELHI-110052.HAVE
CHANGED MY CHILD NAME
SARTHAKTHAKURTO
SAARTHAK THAKUR.

0040768308-6

I,DEVENDER KUMAR
TANEJA,S/O-ANANT RAM
TANEJA,R/0 151,2nd-
FLOOR,PKT-B,DWARKADHISH
N.G.L.ENCLAVE,SECTOR-
26B,ROHINI,DELHI-
110042.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO DEVENDER TANEJA.

0040768308-5

I,Bimla W/O Rishi Pal R/O
8236,B-11,Vasant Kunj Delhi-
110070 Have Changed my
Name to Bimla Devi.

0040768314-4
: I CASTENOBAR I
ILAnil Pratap Singh .

Chauhan,s/o shiv Charan
Chauhan,R/0 C-217,gali no-
8,Majlis park,Delhi-33,have
changed my name to Anil
Chauhan.

0040768312-3

I,Akshay Kumar,S/o Ashok
Kumar Gupta,R/0-Q-2,Top
Floor,Naveen Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,have changed my
name to Akshay Kumar
Gupta,forall purposes.

0040768312-4

I,ANUPAMA,W/0 MED
SINGH,R/0 H.N0.150-
B/2,Chirag Delhi,Malviya
Nagar,New Delhi-110017,have
changed my name,from ANU
KALKALWAL to ANUPAMA for
all future purpose.

0040768312-7

I, Yogesh S/o Late M.B.Johari
R/0 G-470, Street No.13,
Gamma-2, Greater Noida, U.P.
have changed my name to
Yogesh Johari for all future
purposes.

0070944802-1

I, Shivya D/o Saurabh
Choudhary R/0 602, Imperial
Block, Supertech Estate,
Sector-9, Vaishali, Ghaziabad,
UP-201010 have changed my
name to SHIVYA CHOUDHARY
for all future purposes.

0070944791-1

I, Rajender Singh S/o Dungar
Singh Negi R/o Flat N0.A-91,
Dayal Bagh, Surajkund,
Faridabad-121009 have
changed my name to Rajender
Singh Negi

0070944794-1

I, RADHA RANI D/O VIJAY
KUMAR W/0O VIVEK
MAHESHWARI R/0 4480-A/10,
JAIMATA MARKET, TRINAGAR,
DELHI-110035 HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO RADHIKA
MAHESHWARI FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0070944796-1

I, Prafful Chandr Sriwastav S/o
Nand Kishor Prasad R/o D-278
Sector-Omicron-2, Greater
Noida U.P. have change my
Name to Prafful Chandr
Shrivastwa For All future
Purposes

0070944544-1

I, Nidhi Mittal W/o Vineet
Shokeen R/0 H.No. 401, Mangol
pur Kalan, PO.Rohini Sector-7,
Delhi-110085 have declare that
Both names NIDHI MITTAL &
NIDHI ONE AND THE SAME
PERSON.

0070944703-1

I, MAYANK GUPTA S/0 Kapil
GuptaR/0 E-15, District
Combined Hospital Campus,
Sector-23, Sanjay Nagar,
Ghaziabad(U.P) confirm that
in my educational documents
my father name has been
wrongly written as Kapil
Kumar instead of Kapil Gupta.
The name Kapil Guptais
registered in my Aadhar, PAN
card and other documents, so
the correct name of my father
is Kapil Gupta.

0070944786-1

I, Gautam Singh S/o Uttam
Singh R/0 A-58, Vasant Vihar,
Vasant Vihar-1, Delhi-110057
have changed my name to
Goutam Singh

0070944792-1

I, Charu Sharma W/o Vimlesh
Mishra R/o B-382 1st floor
Avantika Sector-1 Rohini
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Charu for all future
purposes

0070944789-1

I,Sandhya W/o Virendra Kumar
Tripathi,R/o0 C-14-15,First
Floor,Front Side,vashishth
Park, Delhi-110046,have
changed my name to Sandhya
Tripathi,for all Purposes.

0040768314-5

LOST & FOUND

Lost My Original Certificates Of
Class-10th, RolINo-14111376,
Year-2020 and 12th, Roll No-
17696692,Year-2022 from CBSE
Delhi. Finder May Contact
Khyati:9205150403

0070944799-1

MATRIMONIAL

MATRIMONIAL

Hindu, U.S. based professional
Keralite parents invite alliance
for their U.S. born and raised
M. Arc., pretty daughter, skilled
dancer, singer, 31,5,
professional, presently working
in the Southern U.S. from

professionals settled/ raised or
did higher studies in the
U.S. Caste no bar.

Interested parties,
please respond
with specifics and
a latest photo to mail on

bejeweledsnow@hotmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public at large that my
client ICICI Bank is advancing a loan to
Mr Vivek Ranjha for purchasing the
Residential House No. A-70, area 233.33
sq. yds. situated at Shyam Park
Extension, Sahibabad Teshil & Distt. —
Ghaziabad (U.P.) (“said property”) from
Mr. Rajesh Kumar Saraswat.Mr Vivek
Ranjha is purchasing the property from
Mr. Rajesh Kumar Saraswat, who has
claimed/represented to be the owner of
the property and acquired a complete
interest in the property pursuant to the
demise of Mr Bansi Dhar Saraswat, who
in his WILL dated 16.07.2004 had
bequeathed the said property, in case of
his death, to his wife Mrs Radha Rani, and
upon her demise, to his son namely Mr
Rajesh Kumar Saraswat. It is pertinent to
mention here that Mr Bansi Dhar
Saraswat and Mrs Radha Rani demised
on 29.08.2004 and 20.02.2011 respec-
tively, and Mr Rajesh Kumar Saraswat
has become the owner of the said proper-
ty by the virtue of the same WILL.

If anybody has any claim or objection
upon the said property by way of inheri-
tance, share, sale, agreement, lease,
license, gift, possession legal heirs,
partners, encumbrance however or other-
wise is required to intimate in writing to the
undersigned within 07 days from the date
of publication of this notice with support-
ing documents.

After the expiration of notice period, the
claim, if any of such person shall be
treated as null and void and be treated as

waived.
TAPAN RAGHAV (Advocate)
Ch. No. G-220, Karkardooma Courts,
Delhi-110032. (M - 8800096522)

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that my
client Rajesh Kasi, R/o A-1/14, Block-A,
Shastri Nagar, North West Delhi, Delhi have
seized his relations with son Abhishek Kashi
due to his misconduct and misbehaving
activities towards my client therefore, my
client has disowned and debarred him from
all his movable and immovable property(s).
Any one dealing with him may do so with
their own risk and in this regard my client
will not be responsible.

Sd/-

USHA RANI
Advocate

CHAMBER NO. 1005,
Rohini Courts,
Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client SMT. DALJIT KAUR W/O LATE S.
SURINDER SINGH R/O C-2/326
SECOND FLOOR, JANAK PURI, NEW
DELHI-110058 hereby served/disowned
all their relations from their son, (1). S.
KANWALDEEP SINGH S/O LATE S.
SURINDER SINGH HIS WIFE (2). SMT.
GURPREET KAUR (MY DAUGHTER-IN-
LAW) W/O S. KANWALDEEP SINGH AND
MY GRAND DAUGHTER (3) MS.
HARSIMRAN KAUR D/O S.
KANWALDEEP SINGH ALL ARE R/O
AUSTRALIA due to their misbehavior and
hereby disowned and debarred from all my
movable and immovable properties and
assets (present and in future) forever. Any
person dealing with them shall be doing so
at their own risk and responsibility in
future my client will not be responsible for
any actand deeds done

Sd/- B.B.N. DEO, Advocate

S.R.lInd,B Coumpus, Janak Puri,ND-58
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general
public that the document bearing
Original Allotment Letter & Original
Possession Letter of Flat No. B-4/11,
Azad Apartments, Sri Aurobindo Marg,
New Delhi-110016 has been misplaced/
lost and not traceable by our client Mr.
Sabir Zaman S/o Late Mr.
Badruzzaman R/o Flat No. B-4/11,
Azad Apartments, Sri Aurobindo
Marg, New Delhi-110016, Contact No.
7015109462. If the aforesaid documents
are found, kindly inform our client at the
aforesaid address.

Sd/-

Mayank Gupta
Advocate

Enroll No. D/7063/21
1X/1644, Gandhi Nagar,
Delhi-110031

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ms. Sonia Gosain D/o Late
Sh. Radha Krishan Gosain
R/o 835, Arun Vihar,
Sector-37, Noida Distt.
Gautam Buddh Nagar
(U.P.) have applied
for “Marriage  ability
Certificate”  for  her,
objections, if any to the
issuance may be filed on any
day upto 20-01-2025 in the
office of the undersigned.
Sd/-
City Magistrate/
Marriage Officer Noida
Gautam Budh Nagar
(U.P.) INDIA

PUBLIC NOTICE
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who iz the ovner of Plot No. 748, area
mBEu'rEa[rlIl !%. yands, Sectoe-14, Urkan
Eslate, Fandabad, Hargans by wirtus of
Saln Deed dated 10.01.200] sxecuted by
Birs. Verus Luthrz in the faveur of M
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Sanjeey Arara and Mr. Sandesp
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Femily, Company, Bank|s), Financisl
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{Shivam Asthana}
Perfect Legal Group
Advocates & Solicitors:
R-278, LGF, Greater Kailash-|
Mew Dehi-110044
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contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

epaper.indianexpress.com

Zonal Office : 75/4, Siddhi Sadan, Halsey Road

_{L_cl'ﬁ G 2 UCO BANK | . sadshahi Naka Police Station, Kanpur - 208001

HET A FrgTn Honours your trust E-mail : zokanpur.reci@ucobank.co.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [See proviso to Rule - 8(6)]
E-Auchion Sabe Nolice for Sale of Immovable Aszels under the Securilization and Reconstruction of Financlal Aszets and Enforcement of Securily Intarest Aol 2002 read with
proviso fo Fule (6} of the Security Inferest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
MNolice is heraby given tothe publicin general and in particular by the Borrower(s) and Guaranion(s) that the below described immovable propertylies) mortgagedichargad to UCO
Bank Firozabad Secured Credior, the possession of which has been iaken by the Authonsed Officer of UCO Bank Firezabad Secured Creditor, wil be sold on "Asz is Where
i5", "Ag is what is™ and "Whatever there is" basis on 30.01.2025 for recovery of Bank’s Dues from Borrower|s) and Guaranton{s) fo UCO Bank Firozabad Secured Credifor,

Thadelails are describad as below:
Mame & Address of Borrower(s)/ Demand Notice Date | Description of immovable Property{ies) with known
Earnest Mondy

Guarantor(s) Possassion Notice Dale encumbrances, If any Deposit
Branch:- Firozabad (1028), District -Firozabad; Contact Number(s):- +31-8870050480, +91-8788356663; Email Id:- firoza@ucobank.co.in, zokanpur.reci@ucobank.co.in
1. |Borrower(s): Late Mr. Raj Kumar 10.11.2023 All that part and parcel of the property| Rs.8,3633017  |Rs 11,58 000

Slo Mr. Vailster Singh (since consists of Land & Building Measuring| _(Rupees Eight Lac .
Deceased) Through His Legal Heirs Sndlgllo 600.00 Sa Ft (55.80 S ; Met g Thirty Six Thousand | 75 1.15.800%
1. Mrs. Sunita Devi Wio Late Mr. Rj|(Symbolic Possession)( 600.00 Sq Ft (35.80 Square Meter) as| . 'y nared Ninety

Kumar (Co-Borrower and Legal per Bahi No 01, Zild No E5§5 Page No 31| g paisa Seventeen
Heir) to 66, Sr. No. 12399 Registered on 28-| Only} as on 09.11.2023
2. Mr. Shiv Kumar Slo Late Ra 12-2011 At Sub Registrar -1 Firozabad,| (inclusive of Interest
Kumar Situated at Mauza - deedamai,| Upic 31.03.2023) plus

E' "gfsfh'”ﬁ:gi W“;J’,‘“'“LE’E'E ;"”‘;;, Mausuma Mohalla Ambey Nagar City Elrmz’;gﬁrggtu”;ﬂ:;”
oy Gl pliadets i & District Firozabad standing in the '

Kumar ) ; costs, charges and

5. Mrs Rajani Wio Mr. Akshay Kumar Name of Shri Raj Kumar Slo Mr. |Expensas ete, tl date of
6. Mr. Ankush Kumar Sfo Late Mr, Raj Valistar Singh resident of Ambe Nagar Fayment

Kumar {minar} Colony Deedamai Tehsil and District
T I'..:{r Shankey Kumar Sio Late Mr, Firozahad.

e umar (minor) Details of Boundaries (As per Deed)

All Resident Of Address -1: Ambey - : . :
Magar Colony: Deslamal Tetis!t And East. Rasta G?M.HWEEL !;nusa of ‘l.ﬁjiy
Distt Firozabad (up)- 283203, | BUImr, North: ouse am Mares i
Address-2: Ambey Nagar Shani South: House of Asharfi Lal

Road Gali No-02 Firozabad Up.- Known Encumbrances, ifany - Nil
283201

Address-3: 137 Ambey Nagar Sailai
Firozabad, U

P-283203

Bank's Dues

Branch:- Firozabad, Disfrict -Firozabad; Contact Number{s}:- +31-3870950490, +51-8TB3356663; Email Id:- firoza@ucobank.co.in, zokanpurreci@ucobank.co.in

2 Borrower(s): 24,01.2019 All that part and parcel of the properly consists of|  Rs. 41,23,430.50 Rs, 48,15.000-
Shri Sateesh Chand Sio Shri Land with building measuring 1022.03 sq ft. (94.95| (Rupees Forty One Lac
Ramswaroop Rathore 06.04.2019 Sq. Mir) as per Bahi No. |, Zild No. 4586, Pags Mo, | Twenty Three Thousand | Rs. 4,81,500-

(Symbolic Possession)| 105 to 128, 5/ No. 10364 registered on 16.09.2004 at|  Four Hundred Thirty
Sub-Registar-l, Firozabad, situzted at House No,| Paisa Fifty Only) as on
346/4, Mahabeer Nagar, Gali No.7, Tehsil & Distt,| 24.01.2019 (inclusive of
Firozabad, 283203 standing in the Name of Shri| interest upte 30.09.2018)
Sateesh Chand S'o Shri Ramswarocop Rathore|  plus furlher intarest
and residing at House No. 346/4, Mahabeer Nagar, | thereon at the confractual
GaliMo.7, Tehsil & Distt, Firozabad, 283203 rate, costs, ﬁhﬂ_"ﬂﬁ and
Details of Boundaries (As per Deed) expanses elc, bl date of
East: House No. 346/3 of Siyaram and Jaidayal payment.

and Murari Lal, West: Rasta Gali 12 Ft., Morth:
Gallery of Siyaram and Jaidayal and Murari Lal
after House Ramwveer Lekhpal, South: Road
Mahabeer Nagar

Known Encumbrances, if any- Nil

Address: House No, 346/4,

Mahabeer Nagar Gali No. T Tehsil

& Distt, Firozabad 283203 (UPR)
and

Shri Vikaram Rathore S/o Shri

Satish Rathore

Address: House No.75, Bheem

Magar Gaki Ma. 5, Firozabad

283203 (UR)

nch:- Firozabad, District -Firozabad; Contact Number(s):- +91-88T0950480, +51-8789356663; Email Md:- firozafucobank.co.in, zokanpur rec@ucobank.co.in

3. |Borrower{s) Mis. Ganga Packers, 25-04-2047 All the part and parce! of the propeny consists of land and |Re, 15,28,811.50 (Rupees| g 23,35,000)-
Prop. Shri Hari Singh Slo Shri Siyaram building measuring 124,62 Sq. Mbr. as par Bahi No. 1, Zild | Fifteen Lakh Twenty Eight
Address-:- House Mo. 288, Nagla 11-06-2018 No. 10740, Page Mo. 153 8 170 51 No, 6963 Registered | Thousand Elght Hundred | Rs. 2,33,500/-

Vishnu, Tower Wak Gall, Lina Paar. Neas i ignyl00 27072015, Situated ab House No. 238, Magla(Eleven and Paisa Fift
SamamTt FiosabadUpaasans | oone PosSesSIonvichu, Tower Wall Gall, Line Paar, Near Samam ITH,onky) 5 o 08 33 023
' . Firozabad standing in the name of Smt. Meena Devi|incicae of intarest upto

Wio. Shri Hari Singh, resxdent of House No. 288, Nagla|a4 12 20181 olus fu

Guarantor(s) Mrs. Meena Wio. MrHar : : A2.2018] plus further

singh el m’;‘gaﬁﬁ‘zﬁ'ﬁa“' Line Paar, Near Samam I, |10 1051 thereon al the

Address-- House No. 288, Magia Eoundod h}.l'-.-'l'iast-Plnlnmupta: Wesl - Rasta 15FL,; Eﬁmr::t::é ;ar_zl,_ﬁ::selé,

Vishnu, Towes Wal Gali, Line Paar, Mear Morih — Property of Smi. Usha Devi; South — Property I.”:'E: ‘ ml

Samarn IT1, Firazabad U P.283203 of M. Jain bl Lot e

Knoain Encumbrances, if any - Wil
D) for Bid : 29.01.2025 upto 4:00 PM as per (IST)

Date & Time of E-auction :- 30.01.2025 from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM as per (I5T) with unlimited extension of 10 minutes each with Bic

Incremental Amount of Rs. 10,000/-

For detailed larms and conddions of the sale, pleases visil the websies hitps:\haanknet. com Tha Borrowar's andior Guarantor's altention 15 myited o provislons of sub-

secton &of section 13 of the Securitization and Reconsiruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interestact, 2002 i respect of time available to redeam the

securedassets

Note:- Hindi & English versions of this Notice ara beng published in Hindi & Englsh Newspapers respectively, It s clarfied thal in case of any contradiction in Hndl and

English version oftha Notice, the English version of the Notice will prevail,

Da_tg:- 11 .!]1 2025 Fl_acg - Firn_:a_h_.a:_i

=BT FF (§) UCO BANK

Honaurs your trust

Last Date for submission of Earnest Money Deposit (

Authorized Officer (UCO Bank)
Zonal Office : 75/4, Siddhi Sadan, Halsey Road

Near Badshahi Naka Police Station, Kanpur - 208001

s sl e E-mail : zokanpur.reciffucobank.co.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES [See proviso to Rule — 8(6)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstructon of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Intersst Act, 2002 read
with proviso io Rule B(6) read with Rule 5(1) of the Securily Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Motice is haraby given io the public in genaral and in particular o the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described mmovable praperty(ies) morlgagedicharged
to UCO Bank Secured Creditor, the possassion of which has been taken by the Authorised Offices of UCO Bank Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is Where is", "As is
what is" and "Whatever there is" basis on 29,01,2025, for recovery of Bank's Dues from Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) to UCO Bank Secured Craditor, The details are
described as below:

Name & Address of Borrower{s) Description of Immovable Propertylies) with known , Reserve Price

Guarantor(s| Possession Notice Date ancumbrances, if any RIS Euos Eﬁ*%ﬁfﬂﬂﬁn“

Branch:- Kasganj, District -Agra; Contact Number(s):- +91-8909000496, +81-8789356663; Email Id:- kasgan@ucobank.co.in, zokanpur.recfucobank.co.in

1. | Borrower/Mortgagor/Guarantors: 26.04.2023 All that partand parcel of Double story House,| Rs. 21,22375.52  |Rs. 19.80,000/-
Mr. Sohil Ansari S/o Aslam, 27.06.2023 measuring area 83.82 Sq. Mtr as per Book| (Rupees Twenty One Re. 1080001

Rio Mohalla Mawab Peer Challa,
Kasganj-207123,

Mo.1, Volume No 1660, Page No. 293-342,| Lakh Twenty Two
Sr. Mo. 7700 registered on 31.07.2018 at| Thousand Three
Sub-Registrar Office Kasganj Tehsil & Hundred Seventy
District Kasganj situated at Mohalla Baddu| Five & Paisa Fifty

{Symbolic Possession)

Mr. Aslam S/o Mr. Abdul Salam

Rio Gali No. 2, Mehalla Nawab Nagar (Dr Farukh wali Gali-2), Ward-10| Two Only) as on
Baddu Nagar. Kasganj-207123, Pargana Bilram Tehsil and District.| 05.04.2023
Kasganj standing in the name of Mr. Sohil| (Inclusive of Intares!
Ansari Slo Aslam resident of Mohalla fﬁp!u 31'12'2022} plus
rther interest thereon

Nawab Peer Challa Kasganj-207123.
Details of Boundries (As per deed):

East : House of Nannu Manihar, West !
House of Bhatu Qureshi, North : House of
Bhure Qureshi, South: Rasta8ft

Known Encumbrances, if any - Nil

at the contractual rate,
costs, charges and
Expanses etc, till date
of Payment.

Branch:- Rawatpara, District -Agra; Contact Number(g):- +#81-8719753411, +91-8789356663; Email Id:- rawatpiucobank.co.in, zokanpurrecfiucobank.co.in
2. B-I:I.lrﬂwertﬁ_:l: Mrs Ulrl"li|E! Wio Mr 16-07-2021 All that par Ellﬂﬂ parcal of the property consists of Hirﬂﬂ.ﬁjﬁ'ﬂ.ﬂ Rs. 62 £0.000/-
Rajendra Singhand Mr Krishan Veer 16-19-2021 Land & Bullding measuring 167.22 Sq. Mir.as per| (Rupees Thirty Three
Singh S/o MrRajendra Singh . __|BahiNo, 1, Ziki No 3848, Page No, 325to 340, 51, No. | Lakh forty five thousand | Rs. 628,000
Rio Plot No 50716, Viflage Albatiya, |{Symbolic Possession) | seqq rooictered on 29.08.2003 at Sub-Registrar Hi| six hundred eleven and
Shahganj Agra-282010 Agra situated at Plot ne 5D/18, Khasara no 104| paisa twenty two Only)
Guarantor|s): Mr Rajendra Singh Sio Village Albatiya, Tehsil & District Agra standing in| &5 on 15.07.2021
e, REIADATOS, M. S VeRs the name of Mrs Urmila WIO Mr Rajendra Singh| (nclusive of interest uplo
Singh 3fo Mr Rajendra, Mrs. Urmila resident of Albatiya, Tehsil & District Agra 30.11.2020) plus furtner
W/o Mr Rajendra Singh, Details of Boundaries {As per Deed) interest thereon at the
Rio Plot No 5DMEB, Vitage Albatiya, _ . contraciual rale, cosls
: ; East: Property of Seller, West Property of Seller, ' i
Shahganj, Agra-282010 Marth: Pro of Rajandra Singh, South: Road &| Charges and expenses
Mr. Hemant Singh Sfo Mr Rajendra Exit 3{! uﬂy R gh, Soul etc fill date of payment
| :

Singh, Rio Plot No 5D, \illage : ;
Albatiya, Shahgani, Agra -282040 Known Encumbrances, if any - Nil

Branch:- Firozabad, District -Firozabad; Contact Number{s):- +31-3B70850490, +31-8789356663; Emall Id:- firozafucobank.co.in, zokanpurrec@ucobank.co.in

3. | BorroweriMortgagor/Guarantors: 24.04.2023

All that part and parcel of Double story buidding|  Rs. 16,10,991.95
Mr. Gajadhar Singh S/o Ram House No. 22, Kishan Nagar Mauja-Sailai, | (Rupees Sixteen Lakh
Swaroop 28.06.2023 | Bamba Bypass Road Firozabad, measuring| Ten Thousand Nine
Rlo 22, Kishan Nagar, Bamba ||Symbolic Possession)| ... 1250 Sq. . as per Book No.1, Volume No. | Hundred Ninety One &
Bypass Road Sukhmalpur 1433, S¢. No. 4958, Page No. 77 to 78, registered | Paisa Ninety Five
Nizamabad, Firozabad- U.P.- on 28.02.1989 al Sub-Registrar Office|Only)as on 24.04.2023
283203 Firozabad District Firozabad standing in the| {inclusive of Interest
Guarantors: name of Mr. Gajadhar Singh Sfo Mr. Ram| Upto 30.11.2022) plus
Mr. Satyendra Kumar Sharma Sfo Swaroop, resident of 22, Kishan Nagar, Bamba further interest therson
Mr. Gajadhar Singh Bypass Road Sukhmalpur Nizamabad,| ! ihe confractual rate,
Rio 22, Kishan Nagar, Bamba Firozabad- U.P-283203 costs, charges and
Bypass Road Sukhmalpur Details of Boundries (As per deed): Expensas etc. till date of

Rs. 33,00,000/-
Re. 3,30,000-

Nizamabad, Firozabad- U.P.- East: Plot of Shri Bhagwan, West: Plol of Payment.
283203 Kriparam, North: Piol of Shyam Lal, South:
Bamba & Patri

t.nown Encurmbrances. if any - Nil
nch:- Bada Bazar (0310, District -Jhansi; Contact Number(s).- +31-8630220224, +31-8334414353; Email ld:- jhanslifucobank.co.in, zokanpur.recflucobank.co.in

4 gﬂﬂﬂ*{";rlﬁi:gh”ﬁ;r o Miﬂ?k" 31102023 Al that part and parcel of the property|Re. 211765580 (Rupees s 22500001
argg {Frop, =N 20nal Magarly'a : TET : WEN ne 5
Rlo 26, Jawahar Chowk. Jnans: Utar|  24.01.2024  |oonsists of Land & Building measuring (T12| q,enteen Thousand Six | Rs, 225,000
Pradesh 284002, (Symbolic Possession)|S9- ft.) 86.14 sq Mtr as per Bahi No. 1, Zild| Hundred Fifty Three and
Prop. Shri Sonal Magariya: Sfo Sh. No. 232, Page No. 377-384/419-420, SI.| Paise Eighty Nine Only)
Sanfosh Nagariya inclusive of inferest up o

No. 2547 registered on 19.07.1999 at Sub-| " 1707 20231 2= or
Registrar Jhansi situated at Mauza Lahar| 30.10.2023 which incluses

I 1 Cash Credd Limit {Alz No:
Gird, Nagar Nigam Allotment No. 42, 3100510000953 having

Jhansi standing in the name of Late Shri| gusianding Batence of Rs.

Rio L-42. Lehar Gird Road, Lahar Gird,
Jhans!, Uttar Pradesh - 284003

Guarantor{s); Late Shri Santosh
Nagariya Slo Sh. Motilal Nagariya

;ﬁl’-;l:gp ﬁ%ﬁ;ﬁ}ﬁ agariva Wio Lats Santosh Nagariya Slo Shri Motilal| 21.17,653.8%- (Rupees
Shri Santosh Kumar Nagariya resident of 868, Hewat Ganj,| o Tventy OpeLakhs
Nagariya, ;= Gwal Toli, Hansari, Jhansi Hundred Fifty-Three and
L ggghﬁﬁfggyﬁgﬁﬂﬂ&ﬂ i Details of Boundaries (As per Deed) Pais Eighiy Mive Only
3. Ms, Surbhi Nagariya Dio Late Sivi East: Plot of Har Prasad, West: Kachcha :l;.i‘_;"ﬁm"‘p?;?mmér
Santosh Kumar Nagariya Rasta 15 ft., North: Plot of Seller, South:|  jnserest tharsan at the

Address: L-42 Lahar Gird Road. Plotof Smt. Prem Lata
Lahar Gird, Jhansl, Uitar Pradesh -

984003 Known Encumbrances, if any - Nil

contraciual rate, costs,
chargss and sxpanses alo.
Bl date of payment.

Last Date for submission of Earmest Money Deposit (EMD) for Bid : 28.01.2025 upto 4:00 PM as per (IST)

Date & Time of E-auction :- 29.01.2025 from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM as per (IST) with unlimited extension of 10 minutes each with Bid
Incremental Amount of Rs. 10,000/-

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit the websites https:ibaanknet.com The Bomower's and/or Guarantor's altention i invited o provisions of sub-
seclion B of sectian 13 of tha Secunitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assats and Enforcamant of Security Interest Act, 2002 in respect oftime available to redeam tha
secured assets.

Mote:- Hindi & English versions of this Motice are being published in Hindi & English Mewspapers respectively. [t is ciarified that in case of any contradiction in Hindi and
Engilish version of the Notice, the English varsion of the: Notice will prevail

Date :- 11.01.2025 Place :- Kasganj/AgralJhansi
T e

Authorized Officer (UCO Bank)
EE .
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PLAYING TODAY

AUSTRALIAN OPEN
5:30 AM onwards, Live on Sony Sports Network

2>ND WoOMEN’S ODI: INDIA VS IRELAND
11 AM onwards, Live on Hotstar & Sportsl8

Shami returns for T20I series against England; no space for Pant

5

DEVENDRA PANDEY
JANUARY T1

FAST BOWLER Mohammed Shami made a
comeback to the Indian team, named for the
five-match T20I series against England that
begins on January 22 in Kolkata. Shami last
played for India in the 2023 World Cup final
against Australia in Ahmedabad, after which
he was sidelined because of an ankle injury
that needed surgery.

The 34-year-old made a return to cricket
for the Ranji Trophy and also played in the
T20 Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy and is playing
the ongoing 50-over Vijay Hazare Trophy for
Bengal. However, he didn't make it for India’s
disastrous tour of Australia because of
swelling of the knee on his return to domes-
tic cricket. The national selectors met in
Mumbai on Saturday and after receiving a fit-

——SLAMSNIPPETS—

S
Aus Open: Tsitsipas
hopes Melbourne will
bringoutbestinhim

Former Australian Open runner-up
Stefanos Tsitsipas hopes a return to
his "home" Slam at Melbourne Park
can spark an upturnin his fortunes af-
ter aninconsistent 2024 saw the Greek
drop out of the top 10.

Tsitsipas won his third Masters ti-
tle in Monte Carlo in April but other
than that found success hard to come
by, finishing the year ranked 11th.

Melbourne has the largest pop-
ulation of Greek speakers outside
Greece and Cyprus and 2023
Australian Open finalist Tsitsipas is
confident he will have huge support
in his latest bid for a first Grand Slam
title. "I'm really glad to be back to
Melbourne," he told reporters on
Saturday. "I can't wait to start the
Australian Open, which I've said is
my home Slam. It's a great opportu-
nity to be playing on these courts, to
be receiving the crowd support I
have been receiving over the last few
years. REUTERS

Collins glad to be back
at Australian Open

DANIELLE COLLINS had nointention
of being at this year's Australian Open
but the former finalist is glad to be back
atMelbourne Park and taking comfort
in the routines of tennis after personal
setbacks. The American former world
number seven had planned to retire at
the end of 2024 to start a family but
said in October she had changed her
mind and would play on in 2025.
Collins, who suffers from endometrio-
sis, said starting a family was proving
more complicated than she hoped due
to her healthissues, paving the way for
areturn to the court. "Iwas looking for-
ward to trying to start a family right
away and to start a new chapter,” the
31-year-old told reporters at
Melbourne Park on Saturday. "But
sometimes these things get thrown at
you, different curve balls. Now it's just
kind of like, well, I can enjoy some
more time on tour, which is a bonus.
"It's been nice being back on tour and
having, you know, the time to be
around my friends on tour and having
that support system."REUTERS

ness update on Shami picked the fast bowler
for the shortest format, The Indian Express
understands.

In Shami's absence, the team didn't have
a second fast bowler other than pace spear-
head and stand-in skipper Jasprit Bumrah to
consistently put pressure on the Australian
batsmen. Bumrah was named player of the
series after picking 32 wickets but missed the
third and final day of the fifth Test in Sydney
because of an injury. Without Bumrah,
Australian batsmen found it easier as they
chased down a 162-run target with six wick-
ets to spare. The pace spearhead is also ab-
sent from the T20I squad as he deals with a
backinjury.

Though the selectors didn't pick Shami
initially for the tour of Australia, there was
talk of him travelling to Australia at some
point in time. Captain Rohit Sharma fielded
questions about Shami's potential availabillty

World No 2 comes to
Melbourne with a
subdued personality,
patchy form while
Sabalenka, Gauff chase
Oz crown

NAMITKUMAR
JANUARY 11

ADAY after he had won the Cincinnati Masters
title, news dropped of Jannik Sinner's failed
dope tests and suspicions swirled regarding
hisimmediate exoneration. Despite the enor-
mous media interest and raised eyebrows from
peers in the locker room, a few weeks later he
won the US Open and ended the year as World
No. 1 after one of the most successful ATP sea-
sons.

Asimilar tasklies ahead for Iga Swiatek, the
women's World No. 2 and five-time Major
winner, who arrives at the Australian Open,
starting Sunday, for her first major event since
being banned for one month for testing posi-
tive for the banned substance trimetazidine,
which she, like Sinner, successfully appealed
was a case of accidental contamination with
her sleeping medication.

With a different personality and coming
into the yearin patchy form, Swiatek, who has
not always beenimmune to tempestuousness,
must find the resolve that Sinner found to block
out the noise and succeed on the big stage in
what will be the most daunting challenge of
the Polish 23-year-old's career so far.

Already facing accusations of alack of trans-
parency and favouritism regarding anti-doping
controls, Swiatek's case heightened the
scrutiny for tennis's governing bodies even
more. In November, it was announced that
Swiatek had accepted the month-long ban --
essentially a plea bargain -- retroactively be-
tween September and October, meaning her
absences from tournaments in that time for
'fatigue’ and 'personal matters' were really due
toa doping violation that had been concealed
from the public.

Sceptics of the system, having already
raised concerns during the Sinner case, spoke
out against what seemed like another case of
preferential treatment, when lower-ranked
players have had year-long bans despite test-
ing positive due to accidental contamination.

Swiatek believes herself to be fortunate to
avoiding becoming one of the symbols of her
fellow colleagues' mistrust of the system.

"For sure, it wasn't easy; it was probably,
like, the worst time in my life," she was quoted
as saying at the pre-tournament press confer-
ence by Reuters.

"lalways worked hard to be a good exam-
ple, to show my integrity, show good behav-
iour. Having no control over this case really
freaked me outabit," the Pole said. "Butin the
locker room, the girls are great... They're wor-

Mohammed Shami was deemed unfit
for India’s Test tour to Australia. File

after Australia beat India by 10-wicketsin the
second Test match in Adelaide.

"We are just monitoring him because
while playing Syed Mushtaq Ali, he got some
swelling in his knee, which hampers his
preparation to come and play a Test match.
We want to be very careful, we don't want to
bring him here, he pulls up sore or something
happens. We want to be more than 100%
sure with him because it has been a long
time. We don't want to put pressure on him
to come here and do the job for the team.
There are some professionals monitoring, we
will take a call based on what those guys
feel," Rohit had said.

However, the swelling in his knee took
time to heal and Shami played no part in
the Test series.

ABC(release on December 23, head of the
Boxing Day Test match, had stated: "Based on
the current medical assessment, the BCCI

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Swiatek seeks normalcy

medical team has determined that his knee re-
quires more time for controlled exposure to
bowling loads. Consequently, he has not been
deemed fit for consideration for the remain-
ing two Tests of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy."
For the T20 series at home against
England, Shami will join a squad that has
Arshdeep Singh, Harshit Rana, Nitish Reddy
and Hardik Pandya as the other seamers.

No place for Pant

The selectors have also opted for Dhruv
Jurel as the second wicketkeeper in the squad
with the in-form Sanju Samson being the first
choice as Rishabh Pant misses out on a spot.
Jurel comes in place for Jitesh Sharma. The
find of the Test tour to Australia, allrounder,
Nitish too is part of the T20 squad.

Samson's batting has flourished since he
moved to the opening slot in T20
Internationals. He has scored three centuries

Iga Swiatek goes into the Australian Open with patchy form while Aryna Sabalenka and Coco Gauff start as favourites. Reuters &AP

ried this can happen to them, as well. There are
many top players that are supportive.l appre-
ciate that, because it made me feel betterwhen
Icame backand didn't know how it was going
tobe."

But the scale of negative attention, for a
player that travels with a psychologist in ac-
knowledgement of the need for mental steadi-
ness during the testing grind of Grand Slam
tennis, will prove to be a huge mental hurdle.

Swiatek's dominance on the tour between
2022-23 faded last year; her performances
away from her favoured surface slumped, the
competition caught up, and she lost her grip
on the top spot of the rankings after having al-
ready spent 125 weeks as World No. 1 (sev-
enth-most in WTA history).

Even before the doping setback, she had
acknowledged the need for technical changes
--inparticular in the way in which power-hit-
ters test her game on hard courts by rushing
her groundstrokes, testing her extreme west-
ern grip. A new coach, Wim Fissette, who pre-
viously worked with Naomi Osaka, has been
hired too. After a couple of brutal assignments
inrecent tournaments, the draw has been kind
to the second seed in Melbourne. No sleeping
giants lay lurking in her path to the second
week. But as has been the case before,and now
more than ever, the challenge for Swiatek may
be within as opposed to who is on the other
side of the net.

Key Round 1 battles

MEN’S SINGLES:

[1]Jannik Sinner vs Nicolas Jarry
Gael Monfils vs [30] Giovanni
Mpetshi Perricard

[7] Novak Djokovic vs [WC]
Nishesh Basavareddy

Matteo Berrettini vs Cameron
Norrie

WOMEN’S SINGLES:

[1] Aryna Sabalenka vs Sloane
Stephens

[3] Coco Gauff vs Sofia Kenin
Naomi Osaka vs Caroline Garcia
[16] Jelena Ostapenko vs Belinda
Bencic

Coaches merry-go-round

World No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka and third
seed Coco Gauff, the best hard court players of
the past twoyears and the form players on tour,
start as favourites, with a potential semifinal
encounter. After struggling through most of
2024, Gauff turned things around after she left
coach Brad Gilbert at the end of the season and
began working on more technical issues. Titles
atthe WTA Finals and United Cup have worked
as perfect preparation.

If the Novak Djokovic-Andy Murray part-

nership is the one making headlines, the
coaches merry-go-round in the women's sec-
tion s likely to create plenty of intrigue.

Swiatek has roped in Fissette, while Osaka
has replaced him with Serena Williams's for-
mer coach Patrick Mouratoglou.

Now ranked 50th, Osaka has shown signs
of a spark since her post-pregnancy return to
the game, but a big comeback awaits. A sleep-
ing giant in the draw after a run to the final in
Auckland this week, but she will have todo it
the hard way with plenty of top names and
form players in her section.

Meanwhile, Djokovic's former coach Goran
Ivanisevic has been hired by sixth seed Elena
Rybakina. The Kazakh, a former Wimbledon
champion and finalist at Melbourne in 2023,
has flown under the radar after illnesses and
injuries have taken their toll, but the big-serv-
ing steady baseliner makes for a good match
with Ivanisevic,and, in Swiatek's half, the sixth
seed could do some damage.

If she can keep the distractions away, that
is. Rybakina has announced the return of her
former coach, Stefano Vukov, only for the WTA
toreveal that heis unavailable due to an ongo-
ing investigation into a breach of code of con-
duct. A storm of questions surround her now,
but the churn is consuming all -- other than
heavy favourite and and two-time defending
champion Sabalenka -- as the tone is set for
2025 down under.

in his last five matches, one against
Bangladesh at home — his maiden ton —and
two against South Africa in Durban and
Johannesburg.

Reddy has played three times for Indiain
the shortest format with a top score of 74 off
just 34 balls versus Bangladesh in Delhi. Post
the Test tour of Australia, he has gained the
reputation as an all-format player by scoring
two40s and also a 104 in Melbourne in addi-
tion to being a handy medium pacer. Middle-
order batsman Riyan Parag is not part of the
squad that will play England because of an
injury.

INDIA T20 SQUAD: Suryakumar Yadav
(captain), Sanju Samson, Abhishek Sharma,
Tilak Varma, Nitish Reddy, Mohd Shami,
Arshdeep Singh, Harisht Rana, Dhruv Jurel,
Rinku Singh, Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel, Ravi
Bishnoi, Varun Chakrabarthy and
Washington Sundar.

Rybakina says she
didn’t complain
about ex-coach
before suspension

REUTERS
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 11

FORMER WIMBLEDON champion Elena
Rybakina said on Saturday she had not
complained about her former coach
Stefano Vukov before his provisional sus-
pension by the governing body of women's
tennis for a potential code of conduct
breach.

Rybakina split with Vukov in August,
just days ahead of the U.S. Open, before ap-
pointing Goran Ivanisevic in November but
added her long-time coach back into her
team this month.

Vukov, who is currently being investi-
gated by the WTA and cannot obtain a cre-
dential to its tournaments, denies wrong-
doing and told The Athletic he "never
abused anyone" after the outlet first re-
ported the provisional ban.

"I don't agree with a lot of things the
WTA do in the sense of my relationship
with Stefano,” Rybakina told reporters
ahead of the Australian Open, which be-
gins on Sunday.

"I have never made any complaints or
any of these things. I always said that he
never mistreated me. I don't really want to
speak about this any more. I want to focus
on my matches here."

Rybakina, who won the 2022
Wimbledon title under Vukov, did not
specify his role in her team and said that it
was unfair of the tennis community to be
commenting on the situation.

"I'm not happy with the whole situa-
tion, especially when still some coaches are
making some comments and the people
who aren't so close to the tennis world,
they see the comments and they're pick-
ing it up, making even more of a show out
of this,” she added. "I don't think it's fair.
But asIsaid, my goalis here to focus on the
matches. This is what I'm going to do."

The 2023 Melbourne Park runner-up
begins her campaign against 16-year-old
Australian Emerson Jones.

Elena Rybakina had split with coach
Stefano Vukov but brought him back
into her team this month. Reuters

Coach Menezes returns to happy hunting ground as women’s HIL starts

VINAYAKKMOHANARANGAN
JANUARY 11

LASTTIME he was in Ranchi, Jude Menezes en-
joyed a momentous high in his coaching ca-
reer. The former India goalkeeper, who played
more than 100international matches and rep-
resented the country at the Sydney Olympics,
masterminded Japan’s third-place finish at the
Olympicqualifiers as a coach. And at the cost of
India, his team booked its tickets to Paris 2024.

He is now back in the city, this time as the
coach of SoormaHockey Club as the inaugural
edition of Hockey India League for women be-
gins on Sunday. "It brings back pleasant mem-
ories here for me,” Menezes told The Indian
Express."It'sahappy hunting ground. But oh, it
was a nerve-wracking tournament. You go
through some dark places. When you're win-
ning, everythingis great. But when you're not,
there's apprehension about what might hap-
pen. It really tests your composure and puts a
lot of pressure on you. I was fortunate to be on
the right side of the equation.”

The Mumbai-born Menezes began his

coaching journey in New Zealand, where he
has lived with his family since 2002. The stint
in Japan saw him ascend to the role of head
coach. Now finally he gets to coach Indian in-
ternationals in the four-team league. He is the
only former Indiainternational inahead coach
capacity across the eight teams in the men's
HIL and four in the women's.

"I'm privileged and grateful for the oppor-
tunity. I watched the last few editions in the
previous version (men's) and wanted to be a
partofit,” he said.

Menezes is convinced HIL won't just be a
boost for Indian women's hockey but for the
global game. When it comes to Indian sport,
franchise leagues for women are still not
widely prevalent -- the Women's Premier
League for cricket started only three years back
but has already shown encouraging signs in
terms of investment and popularity.

"It's a huge step for the future of women's
hockey. Like the IPL, which became a mega
event, this could be the start of something mas-
sive. It will boost Indian and world hockey:. It
will make the sport more exciting, hopefully
draw more crowds, and attract more sponsor-

Captains ahead of Women’s HIL in Ranchi. (L) Former India goalie Jude Menezes. HIL

ship. I hope it skyrockets from here," he said.
Working with Indian youngsters will have
aspecial meaning. "Absolutely gold. These op-
portunities are rare, I'm fortunate to have this
chance and I've worked hard for it. It's not just
about coaching hockey; it's about life," he said.
"We've got three or four young under-21s
with exceptional talent. It's a greatlearning op-
portunity for them, working with someone
like Maria Verschoor, a double Olympic gold

medalist. She already gels well with the young
athletes. The overseas girls have been fantastic
with the whole group and the young Indians
will benefit the most.”

And as a goalkeeper himself, he will be
working with India's best, Savita Punia. "Sheis
afantasticleader, works harder than most peo-
ple I know. Just a lot of respect between us.
She's had a fantastic career, a real rock in the
Indian defense.l have had a few losses against

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

Rudras arrest slide

New Delhi: UP Rudras arrested their
slide with an important 3-1 win
against Delhi SG Pipers in the men's
Hockey India League on Saturday.
Goals by Floris Wortelboer (30'), Kane
Russell (43") and Tanguy Cosyns (54")
helped them move backtoNo 2 on the
table. Jake Whetton (29') scored for
Delhi SG Pipers. In the earlier match,
Hyderabad Toofans bagged shootout
bonus against Soorma Hockey Club af-
ter a 1-1 draw. Nicolas Della Torre (8’)
gave Soorma the lead in the first quar-
ter but Amandeep Lakra (40’) levelled
it up. Soorma's captain Harmanpreet
Singh limped off late in the match and
didn't take part in the shootout. ENS

India, and Savita has always been key in guard-
ing that goal. It's great that she's on my side
now," he said.

For Menezes, one of the challenges work-

ing with the Japanese squad was, of course,
communication. Shihori Oikawa, a player who
speaks fluent English, had helped Menezes get
his message across. Interestingly, he insisted
that the players repeat what his message was
to ensure it wasn't lost. "The most powerful
lesson I learned was to be more observant.
When someone speaks your language and un-
derstands what you are saying, communica-
tion can be taken for granted. But when some-
one doesn't, you have to become skilled at
delivering your message.Ilearned it's not about
what you say, but what they take away.”

Having lived outside India for a long time
now, Menezes needs to pick up his Hindi-
speaking skills now. He joked, "I spent four or
five days in Bombay and brushed up on my
BambaiyaHindi.It's not too bad (smiles). Iwas
happy to be back there for Christmas and fi-
nally got achance to spend Christmas with my
family after eight years. I thinkI'm slotting into
Hindi well. I mix it up in team talks. I ask the
girlsif they understand my Hindi. They say it's
very good, but [ don't know about that. But
when I sit in the rickshaws in Bombay, I feel
likeI'm at home."
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To tackle doping menace, AFI to target coaches, identify ‘hideouts’

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

IDENTIFYING COACHES involved in doping
rackets, drawing up a list of training centres
across the country that are 'hideouts’ for
dope cheats and sharing this intelligence
with watchdogs like the Monaco-based
Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) and the
National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA). These
are the key functions of an Anti-Doping Cell
to be created by the Athletics Federation of
India (AFI), which is alarmed by the rise in
doping cases in track and field and wants to
tackle the menace head on.

All coaches have been asked to mandato-
rily register on the AFI portal and athletes will
have to mention the name of the coach when
they file entry for competitions, a move that
is proposed as a deterrent to doping. The AFI
isalso discussing venturing into unchartered
territory of collecting samples for dope test-
ing and storing and transporting them to an

Javelin event in
India in May:
‘Longstanding’
dream for Neeraj

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 11

A CONTINENTAL Tour javelin-only compe-
tition in India, headlined by Neeraj Chopra,
well be held in May, it was confirmed on
Saturday. The venue and list of athletes are
yet to be finalised, but among the best
male and female javelin throwers from
around the world are set to compete on
Indian soil in a first-of-its-kind event.

"It has been a longstanding dream of
mine to organise and bring a world-class
javelin competition to India," Neeraj
Chopra said. "With the help of JSW Sports
and the Athletics Federation of India, we
are making this happen.lam sure that my
fellow athletes and the fans in India will
both create an experience that will be spo-
ken about for a long time. I am excited to
see how big we can make this.”

According to the statement, Neeraj and
JSW Sports are keen to make the event an
annual fixture in the world athletics cal-
endar, with an eye on adding more track
and field disciplines to the meeting.

The Indian Express had reported this
week that AFI's outgoing president Adille
Sumariwalla said on the sidelines of the
Annual General Body Meeting of the AFI,
it makes sense to conduct the invitational
competition comprising the world’s best
athletes because of the popularity of
javelin in the country post Neeraj’s Tokyo
Olympics gold.

Sumariwalla said: “We could not have
a better role model than Neeraj Chopra to
inspire the next generation of Indian ath-
letes. 2025 will be an exciting year for
Indian athletics with two Continental Tour
meetings being held in our country.”

A bronze-level Continental Tour event
in Bhubaneshwar on August 10 is on the
AFI's calendar and it has also submitted a
letter of intent to host the Under-20 World
Championships in 2028.

Lord Sebastian Coe, World Athletics
President: “World Athletics is delighted to
support this new event that will allow fans
in India to see their heroes on home soil
and that will also showcase to the world
India’s ability to stage gold standard
events."

"When Neeraj brought the idea to us of
staging a world-class athletics meeting in
India, we jumped at the opportunity to
help make it happen,” Parth Jindal,
Founder of ]SW Sports said.

Neeraj, who largely competes interna-
tionally, had thrown in Odisha last year.

“I have a strong desire to compete in
India. I really want India to host a big in-
ternational event and the federation is also
trying. Everyone is keen on seeing India
host a big-ticket event. I hope it happens
in the future and I am really looking for-
ward to competing in India against inter-
national athletes in front of fans,” Neeraj
had said during an Indian Express Idea
Exchange.

SPORTSBAR

FA Cup: Liverpool on
course for quadruple
with 4-0 victory

Liverpool: Liverpool's bid to winan unprece-
dented quadruple is still on after a 4-0 vic-
tory over Accrington Stanley in the FA Cup
on Saturday. The Premier League and
Champions League leader is also into the
semifinals of the English League Cup. And
fourth-division Accrington was never ex-
pected to prevent Arne Slot's team from ad-
vancing to the fourth round of soccer's oldest
knockout competition. Diogo Jota, Trent
Alexander-Arnold, Jayden Danns and
Federico Chiesa scored for Liverpool at
Anfield, with 16-year-old Rio Ngumoha be-
coming the Merseyside club's second-
youngest debutant. The third round of the FA
Cup is traditionally one of the most antici-

accredited laboratory to reduce the workload
of NADA and catch more dope cheats.

The AFI's major push to weed out athletes
comes on the heels of the recommendations
of a six-member committee, constituted be-
cause of the surge in positive cases. The com-
mittee was headed by Special CP (Delhi
Police)Sagar Preet Hooda and included chief
national coach Radhakrishnan Nair. The pro-
posals of the committee were tabled at AFI's
AGM in Chandigarh last week.

"The rise in doping cases in athletics was
the reason for the formation of the commit-
tee and the AFI had sought its recommenda-
tions," Parth Goswami, a special invitee of
the committee and a member of the
Disciplinary and Appeals Panel for World
Athletics, said.

Among countries which tested over 2,000
samples, India recorded the highest percent-
age of failed dope tests - 3.2 % or 125 positive
cases out of 3,865 - according to the 2022
Testing Figures Report, the latest figures re-
leased by the World Anti-Doping Agency in
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April last year. AlU's latest list of ineligible ath-
letes has 108 Indians in a total of 481.

The AFI's crackdown on coaches is aimed
at stopping them from cajoling young ath-
letes to use banned substances for quick
gains. This malpractice is prevalent among
teenage athletes and if unchecked, it can re-

sultin wheels coming off a seemingly prom-
ising career when the athlete progresses to
the senior level.

"The committee was of the unanimous
view that only in rare cases does a coach not
know that an athlete is doping. Coaches
know, therefore it is important that coaches
are the main focus. It is happening at the
grassroots and with minor athletes. There is
a recommendation to register all coaches
with the AFL. And athletes when registering
for an event will write their coach's name
also. We have in the past seen certain cases
where athletes have refused to name their
coaches even after getting caught. They had
been prepared in such a manner that they
did not reveal who their coach was,”
Goswami, a senior sports lawyer, said.

Coaches involved in doping will not be
part of junior or senior teams and will be
blacklisted. The Anti-Doping Cell will also
prepare a list of coaches involved in doping
to be shared with top AFl officials who in turn
will handover the names to NADA and AIU.

Reboot still a work in progress

It has also come to the notice of the AFI
that certain training centres in the country
have become safe havens for dope cheats. A
top AFI official has warned those in-charge
of these centres that the malpractice must
end else there could be major consequences,
including unofficially banning their athletes
when squads are named for major events.

"A list of hideouts is being prepared.
There are reports that there are certain cen-
tres where athletes go and train and they are
out of the visibility of anti-doping watch-
dogs,"” Goswami said. AFI's outgoing presi-
dent Adille Sumariwalla had spoken about
the menace of doping on the sidelines of the
recent AGM.

" Dopingisavery, very serious problem, we
are fighting it tooth and nail. There is zero tol-
erance, even some of the biggest names have
undergone (extensive testing). The AFl can do
two things, educate and police. We are doing
both. Now, it has to be done at the state and
district level where the problem is,"
Sumariwala had said.

Satwik and Chirag, in a state of post-Paris flux, stumble onto Seo Seung-jae in 21-10, 21-15 flattening

SHIVANI NAIK
JANUARY 11

SATWIKSAIRA] RANKIREDDY and Chirag
Shetty find themselves in a flux that's oc-
curred but never quite made headlines:
missing making finals at All England, World
Championship and the ultimate coup de
grace, the Olympics.

The lessons for 2025 are straightforward:
soak up losses, not panic, but not be deluded
that everything will fall into place immedi-
ately. It's literally starting from scratch, with
coach Tan Kim Her.

The semis loss at Malaysia Super 1000
was still early days, against Korean Seo
Seung-jae and Kim Won-ho. A final and
semis appearance in the two tournaments
on their return from a five-month break,
when they are clearly very off-the-boil,
points to their calibre.

But the 21-10, 21-15 flattening, in 40
minutes, might be their shortest loss, their
briefest fight in other words. And Satwik
knew he could cop a part of the blame.

"We were prepared but they played re-
ally well. I should've followed a bit of the
game plan, but I played random strokes,"
he would tell BWF.

[t would be naive to believe that the
Indians got uncharacteristically thrashed
solely because they were off their normal
levels. For Seo Seung-jae, easily the finest
Men's Doubles player of the generation,
was prancing right in front of them, and
looking strangely happy too. Even in his
sulky modes, he's quite a handful for op-
ponents with his southpaw surgical game.

But having a gala time with new part-
ner Kim Won-ho, the newly-rustled-up
pairing left the Indians utterly bewildered
with their game. Satwik would read it per-
fectly: "They both are playing like mixed
doubles now. It's getting tougher. They
don't give easy points, that's their best
quality. And we have to work hard for every
point. We were working very hard and they
were taking very easy points. So there was
no pressure on them."

The 'mixed doubles game' is a straight
up ungrudging compliment. Seung-jae is
the 2023 World Champion in men's dou-
bles, but also in mixed.

Won-ho is the Olympic silver medallist
in mixed from Paris.

It would suffice to say that Korea is the
land of Lee Yong-dae, one of the most cre-
ative mixed doubles players to ever walk
the court. But Seung-jae, despite missing
an Olympic medal, takes the skill-set
higher, with his left-handed angles and
tremendous foot speed.

Unlike traditional men’s doubles - slam
bang and mono-chromed at any rate -
mixed doubles takes into account that
women won't settle for humdrum monot-
ony of either fast flat exchanges or smash-
fests. They open up the game much more,
and both Koreans carry the creative fervour
and flexibility into their men’s doubles gig.
To add to that, Kuala Lumpur courts at
Axiata have been deadly slow, completely

pated weekends in English soccer as
Premier League clubs enter the competition.
Top-flight Leicester routed Queens Park
Rangers 6-2 for only its second win under
manager Ruud van Nistelrooy. The relega-
tion-fighting team hadn't won since Van
Nistelrooy's first game in charge against
West Ham at the start of December. James
Justin scored two goals and Jamie Vardy con-
verted a second-half penalty.
Wolverhampton also advanced with a 1-0
win at second-division Bristol City.Later
Saturday four-time defending league cham-
pion Manchester City was hosting fourth-
division Salford City and Chelsea was facing
Morecambe —also from the fourth division.
Meanwhile, Atalanta were held 0-0 at
UdineseinSerie A as they missed the chance
tomove level on points with leaders Napoli

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty in action at the Malaysia Open. BWF: Badminton Photo

neutralizing the Indian attacking game.

As such the Indians did well toreach semis.
But they will need to counter Korean sorcery
on slow shuttle days.

Satwik-Chirag picked the first few points,
but as early as 4-4, the Koreans were running
rings around them. Famous commentator
Gillian Clarke had just about settled into de-
claring that Kim Won-ho was manning the
front court as designated net player, when
Seung-jae made her guffaw that she was hav-
ing arethink.

Truth was Koreans, with the expanse that
great defensive qualities and their right-left
combination gives them in covering the court,
and their speed, simply follow no pattern.
Thinking on their feet, like mixed doubles is
accustomed to, they go searching for gaps on
court and have the skills to place the shuttle
there, without designated roles.

Indians looking to be versatile

It's the sort of versatility Indians are trying
to imbibe too, which saw Satwik cut across to
the front court early in the rally - something
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but they were fortunate to escape witha 16-year-old Rio Ngumoha became
draw thanks to the woodworkand alertgoal- club's second-youngest debutant. Reuters

keeping of Marco Carnesecchi. REUTERS

that Chirag does, though he stayed back to al-
low his partner time to find his footing. The un-
derstanding was there, but the repetitiondrills
that perfect this choreography of movements
and strokes to go with it, wasn't. Hence,
Satwik's mea culpa on "random strokes."

The Koreans pretty much broke away at 5-
5and had the opener wrapped up with Seung-
jae being everything everywhere all at once,
toriff off Malaysia's greatest action heroine, the
Academy Award winner Michelle Yeoh.
Seung-jae's speed in deception as he buzzes
around the court is a wondrous wheel within
awheel of strokeplay. Not only did the Koreans
guard every inch of court defensively, but they
made the other half of the court appear bigger
and unguardable for the tall Indians.

In the second, the Indians started calmly
and had asemblance of agameplan going. But
the only difference was the Koreans "at will'
broke away at 12-12, and cruised to the win.
Unable to dictate either pace or patterns, and
with slow courts taking the sting out of their
game, the Indians got a few points in with
body-attacks.

Mohun Bagan SG
pip East Bengal FC

Kolkata: Riding on Jamie Maclaren's record
second-minute goal, Mohun Bagan Super
Giant extended their dominance in the
Kolkata derby with a 1-0 win over tradi-
tional rivals East Bengal FC in their Indian
Super League match here on Saturday. The
match was moved to the Indira Gandhi
Athletic Stadium after the Bidhannagar
Police, under whose jurisdiction the Salt
Lake Stadium in Kolkata falls, cited con-
cerns over inadequate security because of
the ongoing Gangasagar Mela. Jamie
Maclaren scored the fastest goal of the
Kolkata derby inISLand it was enough for
the reigning champions to see out their
arch-rivals, while going eight points clear
(35) at the top of the table, compared to
the second-placed Bengaluru FC(27). The
Mariners have now won nine times and
drawn once in their 10 derby clashes
against East Bengal FCin the ISL. PTI

It's what prompted Satwik to say, "My
game didn't work. We thought if we stayed
calm it would work. But maybe we should've
shown some attitude on court. Played with a
little more fire."

Chirag also pointed out that the Koreans
won the serve-battle. "We started being a lit-
tle bit calmer from the second. Right from the
first point. But credit to them. We gave a few
easy points from 11-8. But they were serving
quite well," he told BWF. Former coach Mathias
Boe set a lot of store on the first three strokes
and wrestling control, but the Korean serve is
a mystery-box and the Indians were too fraz-
zled by Seung-jae's overall brilliance to be in
any position to counter snappily.

Satwik-Chirag next play in Delhi, where
they start against fellow losing semi-finalists
Man Wei Chong and Kai Wun Tee, of Malaysia
in Round 1. Man-Tee lost a decider 24-26
against Chinese Liu-Chen at Axiata on
Saturday, solife's not about to get easy or com-
forting at home for Satwik-Chirag. Knowing
they're some way off fromideal, is half the bat-
tle covered.

Kasimov late strike seals
win for Mohammedan

Bengaluru: Mirjalol Kasimov's stunning
88th-minute  free-kick  secured
Mohammedan SC's 1-0 victory over for-
mer champions Bengaluru FC, marking
their second win of the Indian Super
League, here on Saturday. Bengaluru FC
dominated possession with 65.8 per cent
and created several early chances, but
Mohammedan SC's defense, led by goal-
keeper Padam Chhetri, held firm, making
key saves to hand the Blues their second
successive defeat. This was Bengaluru FC's
fourth defeat from 15 matches, leaving
themwith 27 points in second place, while
Mohammedan SC remain in 12th spot
with 10 points. BFC's initial attacking move
saw Alberto Noguera pulling off a right
footed shot from the centre of the box
through a delivery that he received
through a headed pass from Rahul Bheke
in the third minute. PTI

Radical move

An out-of-the-box move the AFI is dis-
cussing is a plan to collect samples of ath-
letes for dope testing at a World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) accredited laboratory.
WADA coordinates implementation of anti-
doping rules and athletes’ samples are cur-
rently collected by the NADA and AIU.

"AFl is also looking at an option where, at
times, when NADA's capacity to collect sam-
ples is limited, it can step in. The AFI is con-
templating whether with the approval of
World Athletics, it can conduct out-of-com-
petition tests for certain athletes. The AFI's six-
member committee discussed a system
where samples are collected and sent to an
accredited lab so there are checks in place be-
sides NADA. We are exploring certain provi-
sions in the World Athletics constitution
which gives powers to national federations,"
Goswami said.

The AFI is prepared to pay for Doping-
Control Officers, testing kits and a storage
facility.

VIJAY HAZARE
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Teenager Arshin Kulkarni scored
a ton for Maharashtra.

Maharashtraand
Karnatakain semis

Vadodara: Four-time champions
Karnataka held their nerves to edge out
hosts Baroda by five runs, while
Maharashtra outplayed Punjab by 70
runs to enter the Vijay Hazare Trophy
semifinals here on Saturday. Teenager
Arshin Kulkarni struck a composed
maiden List A century, while wicket-
keeper-batter Nitin Naik hit an explo-
sive unbeaten fifty to power
Maharashtra to a handsome win over
Punjab at Kotambi Stadium. Kulkarni
made a 137-ball 107 in a century-plus
partnership with Ankit Bawne (60; 85
balls) before Naik's belligerent knock of
52 not out (29b) at No. 7 lifted them to
275/6. Punjab never posed any threat
to the total, losing wickets at regular in-
tervals. Arshdeep Singh was the top-
scorer with his 39-ball 49 batting at No.
9butit was just amatter of time before
the innings folded for 205 in44.4 overs.
Brief scores: Maharashtra275/6; 50
overs (A Kulkarni 107, A Bawne 60, N
Naik 52 not out; A Singh 3/56, N Dhir
2/29) bt Punjab 205; 44.4 overs (A 49,
A Singh 48; M Choudhary 3/44, P
Dadhe 2/31) by 70 runs.

Padikkal back in style

Opener Devdutt Padikkal marked
his return to domestic cricket with a
scintillating century before Prasidh
Krishna's game-changing spell in the
death overs propelled Karnataka to a
thrilling win over Baroda.

Opting to bowl, Baroda, led by
Krunal Pandya, faced an in-form
Padikkal, who anchored the
Karnataka innings with a superb 102
off 99 balls. Supported by KV
Aneesh's solid 52 off 64 balls,
Karnataka posted a challenging total
of 281/8 in their 50 overs.

Baroda, in reply, seemed well on
course to chase the target as opener
Shashwat Rawat led the charge with
a composed century.

Brief scores: Karnataka 281/8; 50
overs(D Padikkal 102, KV Aneesh 52; A
Sheth 3/41, R Limbani 3/47) bt Baroda
276; 49.5 overs (S Rawat 104, A Sheth
56; Vasuki Koushik 2/39, Prasidh
Krishna 2/60, Abhilash Shetty 2/70,
Shreyas Gopal 2/38) by five runs.

Boxing Nationals:
Shiva, Siwachinlast 8

Bareilly: Himachal Pradesh's Abhinash
Jamwal pulled off a major upset, knock-
ing out former Youth World champion
Vanshaj Kumar, while Shiva Thapa and
Sachin Siwach continued their dominant
run to sail into the quarterfinals of the 8th
Elite Men's National Boxing
Championship here on Saturday. Jamwal
defeated the 2022 youth champion
Vanshaj of the Services with a decisive 5-
0 victory in the 63.5kg category.
Representing Assam, the former World
Championship bronze medalist, Thapa,
showcased his skills as he eliminated
Himanshu Sangwan with a clean 5-0 win
in the 60-65kg category. Former World
Youth Champion Sachin Siwach delivered
another stellar performance, defeating
Kingson Pukhrambam of Manipur by the
same margin.

PTI
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AMUL CHEESE, YES PLEASE
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For over five decades, Amul Cheese has been a beloved staple in Indian kitchens, Sauce
“ Cheese Sauces

transforming ordinary meals into extraordinary culinary experiences. Crafted from 1loo% LI
Our cheese sauces redefine
condiment excellence. Made
'*"K "‘ﬁ 1o0% from pure milk, these

pure milk, our range of cheeses offers not just exceptional taste, but also essential
nutrients like protein and calcium.
sauces bring gourmet
complexity to everyday

snacks like pakoras,

samosas, nachos, and tacos.

PC"WER of

PROTEIN
The Versatile Favourite

Amul ChEEEE Spﬂﬂﬂd Amul Processed Cheese stands as a restament

Endless Possibilities to culinary versatility, delivering rich flavour and
Is there a more beautiful sight than seéing nutritional value. Available in slices, blocks, and

nutritious and delicious cheese spread over your cuhe_s‘ - Eeamle'ﬁi,}r s s
bread and parathas and kulchas and dosas and naans? ,mm hﬂfh [“dmfl Iand
Available in Yummy Plain, Punchy Pepper, Spicy international cuisines.
Garlic, Creami, Jeera, Red Chilli Flakes, Oregano
Pickle, and Tikka Dip, Amul Cheese Spread offers
something for every palate.

Amul Auf Cream Cheesge

Amul Cream Cheese is for the true connoisseurs

pFﬂﬂESSEd ChEESE of cheese. This cheese now brings a smooth and
velvety texture to both sweet and savory dishes.
Made and perfected for all your baking and
frosting needs, it has the creamiest texture that
fluffs up all your cakes. It is also perfect for
toppings and dips.

Amul Pizza Cheese

Is embodiment of the perfect pizza cheese. This mozzarella is
creamier, softer and more Havourful, making it a delightful
companion to your pizza. Available in two variants, Mozzarella and
Buffalo Mozzarella, now is the time for you to plan your pizza party.

Amul
Cheese
Spread
CEET
e —
Amul Emmental Cheese Amul Cheddar Cheese
: Embodies a British culinary export
that has been masterfully perfected in
India. Professional chels prize this

cheese for its exceptional performance
in elaborate fondues, gourmet Perfectly diced and ready

sandwiches, sophisticated soufflés, to use, this convenient S

S 4 LT : :
and complex cheese balls., 1\ cheese h'_“"d “’:if'-" b o ey
\ tangy dimension to pizzas, . _—

salads, and countless '
ﬂ'h er diﬁhﬁ-. %" ."‘-—\

“ Made krom 100+
Qe it

Amul
Diced Cheese
The perfect cheese For Pizzas

Qur Diced .
Cheese range brings Amul i {
authentic Italian flair —

right to your kitchen. ol _ 7

Brings the sophistication of Swiss

Amu! Feta ChEESE cheese-making directly to your plate.
Instantly recognizable by its characteristic
large holes formed during fermentation,
this cheese is widely used in classic
cheese fondues, salad enhancements,

and sumptuous gratins.

Brings the vibrant spirit of Mediterranean
cuisine to Amul's collection. This Greek
classic, reimagined with an Indian touch,
is a lavourite among health-conscious food
enthusiasts. It transforms salads, pizzas,
flatbreads, wraps, and sandwiches with its
tangy distinctive taste.

Amul A+ Cheese Slices

Represents the perfect fusion of convenience and quality, bridging home
cooking with restaurant-style expertise. Featuring an iconic American style
cheese slice, it is the perfect pairing when making instant burgers,
assembling quick sandwiches, or seeking a convenient protein-rich snack.

Amul Gouda Cheese

Named after the historic Dutch city,
represents a pinnacle of cheese-making
artistry. Amul crafts this cheese from
pure milk, and it is perfect for toppings, 3
sauces, cheese platters and soups,

Amul Edam Cheese

Tells the story of Dutch cheese-making
tradition, presenting a unique flavour
profile that evolves beautifully
with age. Amul’s Edam
proves exceptionally
versatile in the kitchen,

excelling in gratins, salad
toppings, smooth sauces,
and elegant cheese platter,

Yeh vmeva cheese hat!

Available on: | e — ; '

0

sWiGGY : Flipkart cir'n METRO
swArr Q) % Sbedel DAMart zepto gl amspom WED  SPAT
Also, available at all Amul Parlours and leading retail stores. daCunha/C/01-25/eng
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POINT OF VIEW, PAGE 2
Toast of the Town

India’s only two-Michelin-starred woman chef
Garima Arora on launching Banng and why ten
lifetimes aren’t enough to know Indian food
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SCREEN, PAGE 3
Stories from a Prison

Director Vikramaditya Motwane and former
jailer Sunil Gupta on the making of Black
Warrant, a new Netflix series set in Tihar Jail

THE FIVE BROTHERS
AND THEIR WIFE

English theatre-film director Peter Brook broke the rules of the game when he staged The Mahabharata more than three decades ago. As the

restored version of the film releases, MALLIKA SARABHAI looks back at essaying Draupadi in the epic that travelled the world

UT OF the blue, an email

arrived from Peter Brook’s

son Simon on September 1,

2024. “I believe you are in

Udine, Italy? What a stroke

of luck. Please come to the
Venice Film Festival on the 5th of September
for the re-release of animproved restored film.
[ shall make all arrangements.” Destiny?
Chance? Serendipity? [ was in Italy because
the director with whom Iwas working could-
n't come to India, and the work had to start.
And I'was an hour from Venice. A reunion af-
ter 35 years?

Simon had mentioned that he was gath-
ering all those who could come. So many had
passed away. Who would be there? How
would we react to each other? Afew days later,
with friends of Simon and Peter, we arrived in
Venice by a water taxi. We descended at the
Red Carpet gate. Who has not seen the descent
of the stars there? There were no starsin sight.
We walked into the Hotel Exelcior on Lidosle.

Aslstood slightly lost, recognising no one,
a gruff voice said, “Salut, Mallika”. I spun
around. Towering over me, but with a face that
[instantly recognised, was Antona, one of the
little boys who alternated as Janmejay, the
child that anchors the play in its telling by
Vyasa, last seenas a 10-year-old. And then one
by one there were others, Ken, another of the
little boys; Chloe Obelansky, the remarkable
costume designer; Corinne Jaber, Amba and
Sikhandi, whom I hardly knew, and my dear
friend Georges Corraface, the Duryodhana of
the film. There was Simon, of course, looking
like a splitting image of Peter, even with the
pink shirt he wore, someone I knew not at all.
But it was a thin crowd. I learnt of more peo-
ple having passed.

So many memories. The Mahabharata
(1990),an international production of the epic
by Peter, toured for four years globally and was
turned into a film and a TV series in 1990. Its
restored version will be released worldwide
after January 2025.

Seeing the restored film was interesting
and thrilling. Simon spoke of how he had
spent the last few years retrieving the reels of
film from the many places where they had
been stuck as payments were due, how he had
gone to the best lab torestore it to 8K, and how
it was the first European film to be thus re-
stored. He also mentioned that it was exactly
35years earlier that the film had been released
at this very festival. A moving evening filled
with nostalgia.

In March 1984, I was pregnant with my
first child and in bed with a bad case of jaun-
dice. In the local English newspapers, such as
The Indian Express and The Times of India, I fol-
lowed the path Peter and his entourage, be-
ing led by Pupul Jayakar, then considered the
czarina of culture, took in his search for
Krishna or Draupadi for his international pro-
duction of the epic. He did the usual circuit of
metro cities. The newspaper listed the film
stars and theatre bigwigs who auditioned.
Then the news went cold. At the end of March,
my doctors gave me permission to travel. [was
headed for New York, still yellow from the
jaundice. One morning, four days before my
trip, I received a telegram from my friend, the
cultural attaché at the French embassy. Are
youin Ahmedabad, it asked. Peter wants to fly
there tomorrow to meet you. Meet me? What
on earth for? I wasn't a professional theatre
actor. Maybe some small part. Amma made
me say yes.

They arrived early next morning, five of
them — Peter and his assistant Marie-Héléne
Estienne, writer Jean-Claude Carriere, de-
signer Chole and her assistant Pippa. Amma
sat them down in my living room. Five months
pregnant, thin as a rake, yellow, in a green
Kutchhi embroidery dress, hair down to my
thighs, Iwalked in,awkward and intimidated.
Five minutes of polite conversation.

Did I speak French? No. Had I done the-
atre? Yes, a lot in school and college. When
was I due? The beginning of September. Pause.
Looks exchanged. Then Peter: “We would like
you to audition for Draupadi”. Draupadi?
What? How? And I was about to leave for NYC.
“That is fine. My assistant is looking after my
Carmen production at the Lincoln Center and
he can audition you.”

A flurry of activities. Doubts. Temptation
to accept. Anxiousness. More doubts. What

about the baby? What about the publishing
house I had justlaunched with my then-hus-
band? What about my blossoming dance ca-
reer? To cut a long story short, I accepted. A
two-year contract to play Draupadiin French.
WhichIdid not speak.

Revanta was born September 2, the day
the rehearsals started in Paris. I joined five
weeks later, having organised and completed
the biggest-ever international folk festival in
India, in Ahmedabad, Mahotsav 84.

I had never lived without my family. Even
living in the hostel at the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad, meant being four
km fromhome. And here Iwas, going off to live
in a country whose language I didn’t speak,
with ababy, to manage ahome alone, and deal
with five husbands, all of whom were great ac-
tors from their own country. I was petrified.

For a few months before I left,  had been
working on Jean Claude’s script with Achille
Forler, dear friend and founder, Alliance
Francaise d’Ahmedabad. I had managed to
memorise bits of my role. Feeling rather

APAUSE
INTIME

(Top) Mallika
Sarabhai in a still
from the 1990 film,
The Mahabharata;
Director Peter Brook
surrounded by his
cast on the set of the
Brooklyn Academy
of Music production

of the play
The Mahabharata
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pleased with myself, I arrived at the first re-
hearsal, walking up eight floors in a cold and
unfinished building in Paris. To be told that the
script I had had been changed. The next few
months were a nightmare. I hated working
with Peter and the actors. [ was treated as
some exotica, resented for being Indian, en-
vied, looked down upon for not being a profes-
sional actor, not wanting to be a Peter groupie.
I was breast-feeding Revanta and would dis-
appear every couple of hours to an ante-room,
also freezing, where he and his nanny stayed
during the 14-hour rehearsals.

Soon, I began to find other actors also
crooning over the baby, a break from being
frowned upon. As aresult, Revu’s first nursery
rhyme was in Polish, (Duryodhana and
Dhritarashtra had issues with Peter or Marie-
Héléne and often went to the baby) and the
second in a nomadic African language. After
five years of touring the world with the com-
pany, being with every skin tone, every shade
of hair and every sound in the spectrum,
Revanta could not understand why all the

COURTESY:GILLES ABEGG

COURTESY:NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

people at home had black hair.

Peter and I got off to a bad start. Perhaps, I
believed that he would be some kind of a
shield, that knowingIwas in foreign territory,
literally and figuratively, he would provide
some warmth. ButI found him an exceedingly
cold man. We argued vociferously on inter-
pretations of Draupadi and other women
characters. Once, he asked me not to sound
like a shrew. My cold response, “We don’t have
shrews in India, only Shaktis.” He didn’t like
one disagreeing with himin public. IfTwanted
something said, it had to be in private. Then if
he was convinced, he would inform the group.
He once said to me, “Working with you s like
working with Princess Margaret.” To which
my response was, “I didn’t know you had
worked with her.” He was notamused. He did,
however, think that I had the potential to
speak perfect French and sent me off to the
laboratory of this extraordinary linguistic
trainer, Tomatis. And accent-less French, I cer-
tainly speak. Every time he thought he had
gone too far, or thatIwas about to up and quit,

Simon (Brook’s son) spoke
of how he had spent the last
few years retrieving the reels
of film from the many places

where they had been stuck
as payments were due, how

he had gone to the best lab
to restore it to 8K

he would arrive with a gift for Revanta! Once
the play was on,and he and I both realised that
Idid, in fact, bring something special that held
the play together, our relationship changed. It
became cordial, warm and teasing. And it re-
mained so till his death.

Amma was my thesaurus, my Google, my
Al Every time I wanted to underline with writ-
ten proof something I was arguing about, |
booked a call to Amma. Three days later, |
would get through. She would procure the pa-
per or book and send it by post. Two weeks
later, it would arrive. And I would wave it in
front of Peter and Claude, who was my saviour.
Every time I wanted to quit — and that was at
least twice a week in the first few months — I
would run to him. Rant, weep, all but bang my
head. He would calm me, explain Peter’s ways,
tell me how important having me there was
for the play, and envelop me in a hug. Every
few months, he would send a smoke signal to
Amma to pay a visit. And I survived. Five years
of living with Draupadi, with the husbands,
with the cast, with myself. All umbilical cords
ripped. All cultural landscapes bare.

No common scape to share with anyone.
That was when I discovered our affinity as
Indians to the two groups of people we all but
ignore. The Africans and the Asians. As time
passed, I realised that our sense of self and
family, our sense of the sacred, of respect, of
being connected to nature and to spirituality
and a larger belief, was reflected in my fellow
actors from these areas. Most Whites looked
with disdain and incomprehension whenI ex-
plained why we must not sit with our feet
stuck out towards the Dagar Brothers. Or why
paper represented Saraswati and one didn’t
stamp on it. (I speak of 40 years ago. Today,
most young Indians would probably also look
at me with incomprehension).

Ibecame myself during those years of an-
guish, self exploration, loneliness, being at
the edge, facing the world’s audience, de-
fenceless except for what I offered in my in-
terpretation of my favourite woman. I truly
became the woman and the personIam. |
watched as women who had little in com-
mon with each other reacted to my Draupadi.
Fat mamas in Harlem, sexy 20-somethings
from the Sorbonne, aboriginal women in
Perth. Draupadi touched them. They under-
stood they wanted to be like her. What was
Idoing right? [ came out of The Mahabharata
five years older, light years more experienced
and resilient, with the knowledge that 1 had
to create my own material to touch lives, that
our myths were a treasure to be reinter-
preted. That if I wanted to give people
courage to live their own truths, to find their
own truths through my work,  now had the
courage and tools to do it. Peter had taught
me how to peel a character like an onion, till
you find the shunya at the centre. And much
of my work in the last 40 years has solidified
that belief.

Twenty years after we played at the
Brooklyn Academy of Music in New YorKk, I
walked out of a department store in the city,
now with closely cropped hair. Behind me |
heard a shout, Madame Draupadi. A woman
dropped the packages in her hand and gave
me a long hug. “I have never been the same
since I saw you. And I would have recognised
you anywhere”. The hearts and minds that
were touched, remain touched. And The
Mahabharata lives on.

Mallika is an activist, Indian classical dancer and
actor from Ahmedabad

» MORE ON PAGE 3




JUNGLELAND

RA N\J | T I_A I_ Author, environmentalist and bird watcher

WIKIMEDIACOMMONS

IN FLIGHT
The cheetah, with a 110 kmph top speed, has quicker acceleration than a Ferrari

All That Legwork

Our wheels may speed us over our smooth roads but
over a rugged terrain, animals beat us hands down

E INVENTED the wheel
but Mother Nature
evolved legs. No living
creature evolved wheels
because for all of them (excepting us)
legs were perfect for the purpose for
which they were designed and better
than any 4WD we might have designed.
Elephants may weigh up to five or six
tons yet can charge at you at 40 kmph,
faster than you can run! Their legs are
solid, column-like and are said to have a
four-leg-drive in that both their fore and
hind legs provide thrust and brakes.
Most other animals have only ‘rear
leg-drive’ the rear legs providing thrust
and the front ones braking. Elephants
can move in near silence (no4WD can)
because their feet have in-built shock ab-
sorbers. Most of their weight is borne
and cushioned by the tips of their toes
and the fibrous fatty pads under their
heels. For additional grip, the sides of
their feet are pitted and ridged enabling
them to be very good climbers over
rough terrain — and each elephant is
thought to have its own custom design of
ridges — much like our fingerprints.

A rhino has much thinner legs than
an elephant, yet can move with all

the delicacy of a ballerina

That other heavyweight, the rhino
(weighing over 3.5 tons), has by contrast
much thinner legs than the elephant yet
can move with all the delicacy of a very
big ballerina and they can swivel ona
dime. Their feet are more like those of
horses and amazingly, their weight is
distributed in such a way that their
three-ridged toes only feel a peak pres-
sure of 75 pounds per square inch (psi),
not much different from ours. The pads
on their feet splay out as they land. We're
still trying to figure out how rhinos man-
age to move with the grace and speed
they do, in spite of their clumsy bulk.

Depending on your point of view
(researchers seem divided over this)
kangaroos may have either three or five
legs — but never four! There are, of
course, the two massively powerful
hind legs with which they hop — at
more than 48 kmph. Then there’s the
tail, which some count as the third leg
because it is used for propulsion when
the kangaroo grazes, as well as the two
small front legs (which some consider
to be ‘hands’) on which it rests while
feeding, while pushing itself forward.
The massive hind legs, which serve as
launch pads, are also used in kick-box-
ing and a swipe from that muscle-

packed tail can cause serious damage.

Ibex, bharal, big-horn sheep and their
ilk who spend their lives on near vertical,
rugged mountain slopes are the envy of
any climber — and no 4WD vehicle can
come anywhere close to them. They are
‘cloven-hoofed’ which enables them to
get their tenacious grip on near vertical
slopes. Antelope, buffalo, impala and
gazelle have four toes on each foot, but
stand tiptoe on the two central toes —
their hooves — which give them speed
and the ability to stand taller, the easier
to spot predators. A hoof is really just a
hard protective covering (like a nail) for
the animal’s toes.

Springbok antelopes often do con-
secutive pogo-stick take-offs of up to two
metres, an exercise called ‘prinking’,
with their backs arched and heads low-
ered. We haven't figured out exactly why
but can only imagine the kind of energy
(and maybe joie-de-vivre!)it takes to
pull this off!

Horses are mainly ‘rear-leg’ drive,
with the hind legs providing power and
thrust and the front legs braking and
bearing the weight of the animal. They
have whatis called a
‘suspensory apparatus’
which bears the weight,
prevents over-extension
of the joints and absorbs
shock, as well as a ‘stay’
apparatus which locks
the major joints in the
limbs enabling horses to
stand for hours on end
and even sleep standing.

The cheetah — with a 110 kmph top
speed and quicker acceleration thana
Ferrari — is the fastest land mammal and
is built for speed. Small, streamlined,
lightweight, its long legs, feet and spine
are flexible, the legs containing spring-
like ligaments. Like a horse, the cheetah
canrace with all four feet off the ground
— either stretched ahead and behind it
or crossed under it, as it races after prey,
and in full flight is for the most part air-
borne. It has a quick response ‘twitch’,
muscle fibres to provide it with the in-
stant burst of power it needs (20 per cent
more than those of greyhounds or race-
horses) but these exhaust quickly and
the burst is all but over in 300 metres.
The cheetah has semi-retractable claws,
which provide grip like those of spiked
shoes and the ridges on its pads act like
the groovesina tyre.

Our wheels may speed us over spe-
cialised smooth surfaces (we call them
roads!) but over natural, especially
rugged terrain, most animals will beat
our vehicles hands down. There are
many other species, with specialised legs
and feet, some of which we shall meet in
the following column. So far, it's Legs 1,
Wheels 0!
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‘We still don’t
know the
boundaries of
Indian food’

India’s only two-Michelin-starred woman

chef Garima Arora on Banng, why

discipline triumphs passion and how ten

lifetimes aren’t enough to know Indian food

Heena Khandelwal

HEF GARIMA Arora initially
studied to be a journalist. She
describes her childhood in
Vashi, Navi Mumbai, as “tasty,”
enriched by a Marwari neigh-
bour and Mallu and Gujju best friends.

Halfway through journalism, she realised
that cooking was her true calling. She moved
to Paris to begin her culinary journey, train-
ing at Le Cordon Bleu and later working with
culinary masters such as chefs Gordon
Ramsay, René Redzepi and Gaggan Anand.

A short trip to Bangkok in 2016 hooked
her to the unique blend of modernity and
tradition she found in the local cuisine. A year
later, Arora opened her debut restaurant, Gaa.
“For me, Gaa has been about finding my
way back home — finding my roots, culinary
traditions, redefining them, and thinking
about them.”

Within ayear of its launch, Arora became
the first Indian female chef to earn a Michelin
star. Many awards and accolades later, by
2023, she debuted as the first female judge
on MasterChefIndia. That year also marked a
personal milestone as she embraced moth-
erhood and celebrated Gaa earning its sec-
ond Michelin star, which it retained last year
for the 2025 Michelin Guide.

Naturally, the country awaited her return
to open a restaurant in India. That wish was
granted two weeks ago when, in partnership
with seasoned restaurateur Riyaaz Amlani,
she launched Banng in Gurugram and hopes
to launch it later this year in Mumbai.

Inavirtual chat, a visibly pregnant Arora
spoke about why consistency matters, flip-
ping the narrative in Banng and how the
world sees Indian cuisine. Edited excerpts:

How is Banng different from Gaa?

With Gaa, it was about bringing a little bit
of India to Bangkok. Now, I'm doing the re-
verse — bringing a piece of Bangkok back to
India. Banng is about sharing the Bangkok
I've come to love. The idea is to bring some

The Art of Forgetting

Scars are markers of survival, they remind us not of the pain endured,

IN THE stillness of the morning, my mother
once told me something that danced on the
edge of wisdom and simplicity. “Inever let the
bad stay inmy memory,” she said, a twinkle in
her eyes that hinted at a life lived light, yet full.
“I only keep the good. The rest? It’s erased.
That’s how I enjoy life.”

The weight of her words stayed with me.
Coulditbe that the secret to joy was as simple
as choosing what to hold on toand what tolet
go of? Could our memories be curated like a
gallery — only the beautiful, the meaningful,
the luminous framed and displayed, while the
shadows are swept away?

Ilooked back on my own life, the winding
corridors of memory where laughter echoed
alongside grief, triumph beside defeat. I re-
alised something startling. For all my sharp
recollection and my elephantine memory, the
bulk of what I carried was, like my mother’s,
humble and functional. Ordinary moments,
often overlooked, were what shaped me: the
smell of the first monsoon rain on dry earth,
the hum of a ceiling fan in summer, the quiet
joy of completing a task with care, the scoop
of Dinshaw’s ice cream that my parents
treated us to as a reward for good behaviour

but of the strength regained

SLICEOF LIFE

SuvirSaran

Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator
and world traveller

and to mark special occasions.

That doesn’t mean I've been spared life’s
hardships. Far from it. | have known betrayal
and heartbreak, suffered sleepless nights and
gnawing self-doubt. But I have worked — con-
sciously, deliberately — to let the sharp edges
of those moments blur.

The lessons remain. The anguish does not.

When I was held back in Grade VI at
Modern School, Delhi, the shame was like sec-
ond skin. Teasing and taunts became my new
reality, and I bore them silently, ashamed for
myself, perhaps even more for my family. But
life, relentless and generous, offered me re-
silience. I grew stronger, my resolve hardening
like steel tempered by fire. By the time |
reached Grade X, I had built a cocoon of inde-
pendence. The music room, the art room, the
garden — these became my sanctuaries. My
friendships deepened despite the wounds of
earlier years, thoughI carried the scar of aloof-
ness, my unspoken fear of being hurt again.

Scars, however, are not blemishes to be
hidden. They are stories in the language of
skin, markers of survival and growth. They re-
mind us not of the pain endured but of the
strength gained. Mine are etched inlaugh lines

really good Thai food to India.

Are we now going to see local produce
blending with techniques from
Thailand?

We will definitely be using a lot of local
ingredients. But all our curry pastes will
come directly from Bangkok. We will make
themin the kitchen at Gaa and fly them twice
a week to ensure the flavours are as real and
authentic as they get.

The menu at Banng will still be fun. For
appetisers, you'll see more experimentation,
with a mishmash of cuisines. For instance,
we’re doing a tom kha soup — a coconut-
based soup — but reimagining it as tom kha
pani puri. We did trials in Bangkok and peo-
ple loved it there. Let’s see how Indians take
toit!

What's one essential skill for running a
restaurant and leading its kitchen
which is not spoken about as much as
itshould?

Ibelieve the biggest investment you need
to make in a restaurant isn’t money — it’s
time. Your presence is crucial, especially
when opening a new restaurant. If money
alone could guarantee a successful restau-
rant, everyone would be doing it.

The last decade has been career-defining
for you. What did you do right that
worked in your favour?

The success is not mine alone, really.
Along the way, I also found good, hard work-
ing people with a moral compass. My entire
core team has been with me since day one.
Manav Khanna, who joined Gaa as anintern
nearly nine years ago, is now heading Banng
inIndia.

One of the key things we did right was
not chase accolades or success. Of course, |
always wanted to be successful, but I never
had a fixed idea of what that success should
look like. I've always stayed true to the craft
and focused on doing what I love. I'm defi-
nitely grateful for all the accolades but that’s
not why we started this journey. The truth s,
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TOAST OF THE TOWN

(From top) Chef Garima Arora in Gurgaon;
Banng menu surprises— Tom Kha Pani Puri,

Turmeric Fried Rice, Grilled Chicken

SUVIR SARAN

STAYING IN THE PRESENT

Life is an echo chamber — what we send out, hope or despair, returns to us amplified

and sleepless nights, in the toughened calluses
of a heart once too tender.

The betrayal of a lover — the first man I
dared to trust, to share a home with — might
have hardened me irreparably. When he
robbed me not just of material things but of
trust itself, I felt as if the ground beneath me
had crumbled. Yet it was my mother’s voice,
steady as the rhythm of a beating heart, that
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pulled me back. “Learn to trust again,” she
urged. “If you let this break you, then he wins.
And you, my child, cannot lose.”

Life, after all, isan echo chamber. What we
send out — kindness or cruelty, hope or de-
spair — returns to us amplified. If we cling to
the bad, we invite it to haunt us, to multiply.
But if we file it away, we make space for the
good to take root.
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GAJENDRAYADAV

the more you chase accolades, the more elu-
sive they become.

You are the only Indian woman to have
two Michelin stars, and not only have
you earned them, but you’ve also
retained them for the second time this
year. What does it demand from you
personally?

When it comes to any kind of success —
whether it’s a Michelin star, running a busy
restaurant, or opening multiple businesses
— it’s passion that drives it all. But passion
and motivation can fade, and that’s where
discipline steps in. It's about knowing the
right way to do things, being consistent and
showing up. I'm at the restaurant every sin-
gle day.

You've always spoken about consistency
and discipline. Did you always have
these ingrained in you, or did you
cultivate them over the years?

It's not something [ had from day one, I'll
be very honest. I wasn’t that kind of person
back then. When I first walked into the
kitchen as anintern, I had this attitude that I
was the best thing that ever happened to
food or this industry. But I'm so glad my chef
systematically brought me back down to
earth and taught me the importance of hard
work, humility, and the need to keep my
head down and work. That first year I spent
as an intern (working at Gordon Ramsay’s
restaurant), and later as a commis, taught me
grit. It instilled perseverance in me. So no,
wasn'’t always like that. Over the years,
through my experiences working in differ-
ent kitchens, I learned the value of consis-
tency and discipline.

You’re among the chefs who have led a
movement spotlighting Indian
ingredients and techniques. How does
the world see Indian cuisine?

Chefs, both in India and abroad, are pay-
ing attention to micro-cuisines and indige-
nous ingredients. We’re at a moment where
Indian food is poised to take the next big leap
on the global stage.

The cuisines of most countries have al-
ready been extensively explored. Indian cui-
sine, on the other hand, is like a deep well —
even we, as Indians, don’t fully know its
boundaries. It's open to rediscovery, inter-
pretation, modernisation, and cataloguing.
The sheer scope of work we can do in this
area is immense — perhaps, enough to fill
ten lifetimes.

Forgetting, 've come to believe, isanart. It
is not a passive act, but a deliberate choice —
a pruning of the soul. Forgetting the sting of
aninsult, the ache of a failure, does not mean
denying it happened. It means stripping it of
its power to hurt us anew. It means remem-
bering the lesson, not the pain.

This is not to say we should forget our re-
sponsibilities, our commitments to others, the
humanity of those who cross our paths.
Forgetting someone’s time, slighting their ef-
forts, ignoring their dignity — these are lapses
we cannot afford. But when forgetting can
heal and free us to live fully in the present, it
becomes an act of grace.

I have learned, too, that we must forgive
ourselves as much as we forgive others. 1 think
back to my younger self, who mirrored the
teasing he so despised, who built walls to pro-
tect himself but ended up shutting others out.
I see him now with tenderness, not judgment.
He was learning, as we all are, how to navigate
aworld that is often unkind.

Life has shown me thatits treasures — the
quiet joys, the unexpected kindnesses, the
steady rhythm of love — can only be fully ap-
preciated when we release what no longer
serves us. To live mindfully, to stay present in
the shimmer and hum of each moment, is to
let the past be the past.

So here’s to the art of forgetting — not the
forgetfulness that neglects, but the forgetful-
ness that heals. May we all learn to carry our
scars with pride, to let our memories be a
gallery of the good and to live each day as it
comes, unburdened and alive.
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Motwane, who has made dab-

bling with different cinematic

genres look like an adventure

sport, has created a one-of-a-
kind prison drama titled Black Warrant. The
seven-episode series, which released Friday
on Netflix, explores the fascinating, complex
and dark world of Tihar Jail, one of India’s
high-profile prisons that’s often hidden from
public view.

Based on the book Black Warrant:
Confessions of a Tihar Jailer (Roli; 2019), written
by Sunil Gupta and Sunetra Choudhury, the
series reveals the realities of Tihar Jail through
the eyes of Gupta, when he joined there as a
rookie jailer. Even as he struggles to find his
foothold in prison, he is embroiled in the game
of upmanship among the jail staff, clash be-
tween gangsters imprisoned there, and the
disturbing realities of the jail. His character is
essayed convincingly by Zahan Kapoor, whois
supported by a stellar ensemble cast featur-
ing Rahul Bhat, Paramvir Singh Cheema,
Anurag Thakur and Sidhant Gupta.

Motwane was drawn to Gupta’s behind-
the-wall accounts of Tihar Jail since there was
“something fascinating and voyeuristic”
about it. “All the incidents and characters
mentioned in the book are real. That pro-
vided the potential for it to be adapted as a
drama series. Since we have not done this
kind of prison drama in India before, work-
ing on this series was exciting,” says
Motwane, who shares the creator and
showrunner credit with Satyanshu Singh.
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SCKEEN

S TORIES FROM
A PRISON

Director Vikramaditya Motwane and former jailer
Sunil Gupta talk about the making of Black Warrant, a
new Netflix series set in Tihar Jail

After delivering a successful period
drama Jubilee (2023, Prime Video) and an ex-
ploration of modern relationships through a
screenlife thriller CTRL (2024, Netflix),
Motwane helms Black Warrant that takes an
incisive look at India in the '70s and and the
'80s through certain keys incidents that took
place in Tihar Jail. The book and the series
borrow their title from the term ‘black war-
rant’, that refers to a court’s order authorising
a jail officer to carry out the execution of a
convicted prisoner.

Known to have an abiding interest in his-
tory, Motwane says, Gupta’s book seemed
quite relevant to him given the fact that it
captures a crucial aspect of India. “I was born
in the '70s. While growing up in the '80s, I
had heard about Charles Sobhraj (a French
serial killer and conman active in South Asia
the '70s and '80s), the execution of Ranga-

» FROM PAGE1

THE MANY
MAHABHARATAS

WAR AND PEACE
Joy Maisnam’s Mahabharata

Dipanita Nath

“HUMAN BEINGS are born for peace; they like
to grow up in peace..Then, why are we always
preparing for war?” asks theatre director and
performer Anurupa Roy. She had turned to the
story of the Pandavas and the Kauravas in 2017
and created an award-winning play,
Mahabharata, which “explores the inner
dilemma and backstories of 15 characters,
each an archetype whose unquestioning loy-
alty toabelief leads to the inevitable conflict”.

Theatre directors have, over generations,
revisited the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
The former gives us dutiful and divine protag-
onists; the latter flawed heroes caught in an
internecine struggle.

Dharamvir Bharti captured the crisis in a
drama in blank verse from 1953, Andha Yug.
It is a story about the end and set on the last
day of the battle when the palace learns of the
crushing defeat suffered by the Kauravas.
Satyadev Dubey first staged the play in 1960
and Ebrahim Alkazi presented it in the ruins of
Ferozeshah Kotla in Delhi in 1963, following
the India-China war. In 2017, Joy Maisnam
from conflict-ridden Manipur, turned to
Andha Yug to show grief in a new light.

Bhasa, the earliest known Sanskrit play-
wright, retold episodes from the Mahabharata
in Panch Ratra, Madhyamavyayoga, Dutavakya

Dutaghatotkaca, Karnabhara and Urubhangam.
These inspired theatre directors across the
country, with the late KN Panikkar from Kerala
and Manipur's Ratan Thiyam presentingiconic
productions of Urubhangam, a tragedy that
ends withadying Duryodhana saying, “Death
has sent an aerial car, the wain of heroes,
drawn by a thousand horses, to fetch me.”

In Draupadi (1978), Mahasweta Devi tells
the story of arebel tribal woman in police cus-
tody. To theatre-goers, the story is owned by
Heisnam Sabitri Devi, the Manipuri performer,
who gave the play a shocking last scene. Few
plays in India have depicted gender oppres-
sion so powerfully. Rabindranath Tagore
wrote about another woman's struggle to ac-
cept her identity in Chitrangada, a dance
drama from 1892 about a warrior princess
who falls in love with Arjuna.

Girish Karnad gave us the myth in his first
play, Yayati(1960), about a king cursed with
old age and his youngest son, Puru, who gives
him his own youth. Karnad wrote Yayatias a
22-year-old student of Oxford University.
Another play, Agni Mattu Malé, or The Fire and
the Rain, is based on the Yavakrita myth of
the Mahabharata. The late KS Rajendran,
who had directed the play, called it “a com-
plex story with several threads of the plot
working at various levels of consciousness
and bringing about transformation in the

minds of audiences”.

TOUGH GUYS

Actors Rahul Bhat
(left) and Zahan

Kapoor in a still from

Black Warrant

Billa and several other incidents that the se-
ries touches upon,” he says. The second
episode of the series follows the tension
within the jail over the the hanging of Ranga
(Kuljeet Singh) and Billa (Jasbir Singh) con-
victed in the kidnapping and subsequent
murder of siblings Geeta and Sanjay Chopra.

The bookis episodic and highlights certain
incidents that took place inside the jail, includ-
ing how nearly 200 students of Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) staged a major jail-
break. “Though the book covers nearly 35
years of Sunil’s life at Tihar, it is much shorter
in volume. For the series, we had to expand it
and add details. We also added new charac-
ters. All the incidents, however, are real,” says
Motwane. Working on the script also involved
extensive fact-checking and several rounds of
conversations with Gupta. “Our team called
him every second day to verify details. We also

visited the jail,” he adds.

When the audience meets young Guptain
the show, he comes across as an unheroic
hero. While building his role, says Motwane,
they had to keep multiple factors in mind. “The
protagonist’s character is based on what’s
written in the book, how Sunil is in real life,
the impact of Zahan'’s personality and how he
conducts himself. That apart, we had to con-
sider what we needed from a dramatic per-
spective. To tell a series, you can’t have a hero
in the very first episode. The character grows
tobecome a hero,” says Motwane. He believes
that the series remains true to how Gupta
must have felt when he started working at the
jail. “We wanted his character to feel like a fish
out of water,” says the director, who was also
involved in the making of Sacred Games (2018)
and Sacred Games 2 (2019).

During his tenure at Tihar Jail, Gupta has
held different positions. “I was inducted as
assistant superintendent of police and then
promoted to the superintendent of police
rank. Subsequently, I changed my job profile
and was promoted to the post of legal advi-
sor, which was an IG (inspector-general of
police) rank post,” says Gupta. He even han-
dled applications from law students and
scholars who wanted to study the psychol-
ogy and condition of the inmates there.
When the Central government stopped en-
tertaining such applications, Gupta thought
he should write about the prisoners in a
book. He also wanted to document how the
prison used to be run and its affairs were
dealt with. “There are still many things that
could not be incorporated into one book.I'm
planning to write another soon,” the former
jailer says.

Different
Strokes

Vivek Oberoi, who splits his time
between acting and business, on not
receiving offers after the success of

Shootout At Lokhandwala, and his

upcoming sex comedy Masti 4

Nawaz Kochra

CTOR VIVEK Oberoi has been in the film indus-

try for close to 26 years but shifted gears to busi-

ness some time ago, today boasting a net worth

of thousands of crores. Once a heartthrob,
Oberoi tells what prompted him to put Bollywood on the
back burner, the point in his career when lobbies started
influencing the industry, and why he didn’t want to “sell
(my) soul” for fame.

“I' have done about 67 projects in 22 years, but the in-
dustry is a very insecure place,” he says. “You could be per-
forming well, winning awards and doing your job as an ac-
tor but at the same time, you can get no work for other
reasons. After 2007, when I did Shootout At Lokhandwala,
the Ganpat song went viral. | won awards so I expected a
lot of offers but I didn’t get any. I sat at home for 14 to 15
months after the success of the film. It was only around
2009 when I decided I didn’t want to be completely de-
pendent on this and built my economic independence. I
didn’t want to be in a situation where a lobby could decide
your future. Somebody could bully you into doing some-
thing because they controlled things.”

That's when he thought of a plan B, business, into ac-
tion: “I decided cinema would be my passion, but my
livelihood should be my business. That helped me earn
my independence and get out of that whole trap of lob-
bies, or having to sell your soul or suck up to somebody;,
that is no great way to live at least for me. Some people
make a living out of it but for me, that’s not the case.”

Recalling his early days in Bollywood, Oberoi shared
how director Ram Gopal Varma rejected him for his debut
film Company (2002). Oberoi has always believed in bag-
ging roles on merit instead of through industry connec-
tions, which is why he once rejected a rare opportunity.
He says, “When my father wanted to launch me, I had a
crisis of conscience. I didn’t want him to invest the money
to launch me... He was worried, but he respected me as a
man that day. My father was making a film for me with
(director) Abbas Mastan and I walked away from that op-
portunity. I struggled for 18 months after that and faced a
lot of rejection, but I am proud of that choice.”

Today, Oberoi juggles various businesses and lives in
Dubai, having most recently launched a lab-grown dia-
mond startup Solitario. On the film front, after starring as
Joint Police Commissioner Vikram Bakshi in the Amazon
Prime Video series Indian Police Force, he has started shoot-
ing for Masti 4, the latest in Indra Kumar's sex comedy se-

INSTAGRAM/@VIVEKOBEROI

Pooja Pillai

A CROWD of devotees presses in. The beat of
the drums outside the temple gets louder
and the dance of the velichappadu
(medium), as he repeatedly hits his head
with a sword, is frenzied. Heartbroken, with
both his family and faith destroyed by the
hypocrisies of “pious” society, the velichap-
padu races into the sanctum sanctorum.
Then, a shocking gesture: He spits blood on
the idol he has served all his life, before col-
lapsing and dying.

Less than a week after the death of the
man who wrote and directed this scene,
Kerala erupted into a controversy over
Sanatana Dharma. One couldn’t help but
wonder: If made today, would such a film
— scathing in its indictment of the priggish
and morally vacuous — survive the censors’
scissors, let alone be feted? For MT
Vasudevan Nair, who died on December 25
at the age of 91, Nirmalyam (1973) led to a
slew of honours, both national and state,
and a permanent place in the canon of
Malayalam cinema.

Malayalis take politics very seriously. But
they take literature and cinema even more
seriously. MT had a hold on the ordinary
Malayali’s imagination that has few paral-
lels, having moulded it for over half a cen-
tury in hisrole as a popular storyteller — not
just as a novelist and short story writer, but
also a director and writer of films. Indeed,
for someone who primarily saw himself as
a literary figure, MT’s influence on
Malayalam cinema — and the sensibilities
of the Malayali moviegoer — cannot be over-
stated. He brought layered narratives into
mainstream cinema, adding complexity to
the visual language of the medium with el-
ements of mood and psychology and trans-
forming the very craft of screenplay writing
in Kerala.

Over the course of his 50-odd years in
cinema, MT won numerous accolades, in-
cluding seven National Film Awards and 21
Kerala State Film Awards. By any measure,
popular or critical, it was an uncommonly
successful career. His natural talent for the
visual medium apart, some of his success
can be attributed to the range of stories he
told. Much like another recently deceased

ries. He has two more unannounced films in the pipeline.

How He Spun a Tale

With his deep understanding of the visual
medium, MT Vasudevan Nair was one of Kerala’s
most beloved storytellers in cinema

MOVING IMAGES

(Clockwise from top) A still from Nirmalyam; Oru Vadakkan Veeragatha,
director MT Vasudevan Nair

stalwart of Indian cinema, Shyam Benegal,
MT never restricted himself at the level of
the story. From the post-feudal decay of the
once-distinguished tharavadus and the nat-
ural beauty of the north-central region of
Kerala known as Vallavunada, to the folk-

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

lore and legends of the Malabar and frank
exploration of envy, ego, frustration and lust,
his oeuvre ranged over them all.

MT had already distinguished himself as
a writer before debuting as a screenwriter
with the A Vincent-directed Murappennu

(1965). A melodrama that, nonetheless,
managed to sharply critique the overly-ro-
manticised view of family, Murappennu
won both commercial and critical acclaim.
It was early evidence of his ability to write
stories and characters with depth for the
screen. In those initial years, gripped by the
problems of a traditional, agrarian society
thrustinto modernism, MT's films retained
the “social drama” flavour that was de
rigueur at the time, even as his eye for detail
and ear for dialogue marked him out as a
unique talent.

A shift became evident as the 1980s
dawned, with films like Oppol, Amrutham
Gamaya and Manju, that dwelt on the inner
landscapes of regret and desire, as well as
well as more “commercial” films like
Adiozhukkukal and Uyarangalil that showed
a preoccupation with themes of conflictand
alienation. By this time, MT was an estab-
lished figure in film, working with directors
like IV Sasi and Hariharan, and writing roles
in which Mammooty and Mohanlal would
deliver some of the best performances of
their own long and storied careers.

Indeed, MT’s was the kind of name that
would often be given top-billing, even
above the stars — in other words, a cre-
atively dangerous time when he could have
easily stuck to a formula. That he avoided
being categorised as a writer of a particular
kind of film is perhaps a mark of his bril-
liance, as is the fact that even as some of the
stories he wrote for the screen became
grander, like Oru Vadakkan Veeragatha
(1989), Vaishali (1988) or Kerala Varma
Pazhassi Raja (2009), he found new ways to
question established conventions. Take Oru
Vadakkan Veeragatha, which told the well-
known Malabar legend of Chathiyan
Chandu (Chandu the betrayer), from the
perspective of the supposed “villain” —
what works as a straightforward costume
dramais also an instruction on the perils of
not questioning received wisdom.

The climax of Nirmalyam hits as hard to-
day as it did the day it was released. It is
striking that MT, the consummate story-
teller with a deep understanding of his
medium, used not words but images alone
to make his pointin this scene. But that was
his style: Just find the best way to spina tale
and watch the truth dawn on the audience.
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Why Winter Flu Returns with a Vengeance

Last week’s panic over HMPV virus was
unwarranted but vulnerable people should
stay cautious about winter infections

Anonna Dutt

HILE MOST of us ob-
sessed over whether a
new virus had
swamped China and
would cross its shores,
factis every country goes through a wave of
common respiratory infections in winter
months. In fact, the flu has become a hydra-
headed monster that mutates and evolves
faster than we can fight it. Sometimes, it trig-
gers secondary infection. This reality sunkin
for 38-year-old Yash Mathur,* who walked
into the out-patient clinic of a Delhi hospital
with symptoms of fever and cough, not ex-
pecting them to be indicative of pneumonia,
acondition when the air sacs in the lungs fill
up with fluid, making breathing difficult.

Since he did not have chronic illnesses
like diabetes or hypertension and is a non-
smoker, doctors assumed he had the sea-
sonal flu. They thought he would get better
with proper nutrition, hydration and rest.
Except he didn’t. His fever did not abate de-
spite paracetamol and with worsening
symptoms, he had to be admitted to hospi-
tal. Yash was diagnosed with pneumonia
caused by the bacteria Streptococcus pneu-
moniae and was put on antibiotics.

While usually viruses like influenza trig-
ger most of the respiratory tract infections
among the young and elderly during winter,
every once in a while, doctors pick up bacte-
rial infections too. Sometimes they are sec-
ondary infections following a viral one that
can cause severe symptoms and distress
across age groups.

Globally, there were 12.8 billion upper
respiratory tract infections and 19,600 deaths
in 2021, the highest among infectious dis-
eases, according to a Global Burden of
Disease analysis. Researchers at Duke
University, US, found that influenza viruses
have a genome that is not DNA (which is a
storehouse of information of the organism)
but is made up of RNA (which distributes this
information as needed). They are able to

evolve very quickly — up to one million times
faster than humans and other mammals.
That’s why global surveillance to track the
evolution of these viruses is as important as
testing, something we tend to ignore.

WHEN SHOULD YOU GET TESTED?

“Most viral respiratory infections only
cause mild symptoms such as cough, cold,
sore throat and fever that gets better on its
own. This is the reason not many people get
tested — so we do not know whether it’s in-
fluenza or the human metapneumovirus
(HMPV) that have caused the symptoms.
However, people at a higher risk of severe
disease should get tested,” says Dr Suranjit
Chatterjee, internal medicine specialist at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, New Delhi.
Those below the age of five years or above
the age of 65 years should get tested when-
ever they have a respiratory tract infection.
Those living with chronic conditions such as
diabetes, hypertension, kidney disease, liver
disease, or have undergone a transplant,
should also be tested as they tend to have a
weaker immune system and may get severe
disease. People should be tested if their
symptoms keep worsening after a couple of
days. If patients do not respond to treatment,
a secondary infection should be suspected
and a sputum culture test should be carried
out, suggests Dr Chatterjee.

When it comes to thoroughly testing for
infections, Dr Ekta Gupta from the Institute of
Liver and Biliary Sciences, Delhi, is no
stranger. As a virologist at the institute that
provides specialised care for patients with
liver diseases, she routinely screens her pa-
tients for 22 respiratory infections before
their treatment. “A patient cannot undergo a
transplant surgery if they have an active in-
fection. After the surgery, they are put onim-
munosuppressants that can lead to these in-
fections spreading further. So, we follow
something called the syndromic approach
to testing, which essentially means that if
they have respiratory symptoms, they get a
respiratory panel test to identify a host of
pathogens. If they have gastrointestinal
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symptoms, they can get a Gl panel test,” ex-
plains Dr Gupta.

The respiratory panel used by the insti-
tute tests for 22 respiratory viruses, including
influenza A and B lineages, para influenza
viruses, HMPV, respiratory syncytial virus
(RSV), rhinovirus, adenovirus and coron-
aviruses among others. An RT-PCR test is
done using a single kit that can detect any of
these infections. “These tests are expensive,
costing at least Rs 8,000 per sample. This is
the reason it is neither used, nor needed in

most hospitals,” she said.

While the recent reports of a surge in res-
piratory infections brought HMPV to the fore,
Dr Gupta explains that there is nothing new
to it. “HMPV infection does pop up every
once inawhile. We have detected atleast 33
HMPV infections between 2016 and 2022,”
she said.

WHY VIRAL INFECTIONS GOUPIN
WINTER?
There are a number of reasons. First, the
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mechanism to fight the infections is impaired
during colder months. “The mucus secretion
goes up during the winter months, so does
the humidity in the environment, both con-
ducive to the growth and survival of
pathogens that cause respiratory infections.
This leads to an increase in respiratory infec-
tions during winter months across temper-
ate countries,” said Dr Gupta.

Second, several studies over the years —
including ones during the pandemic — have
established that exposure to pollution can
lead to anincrease in susceptibility to as well
as severity of respiratory infections. Much of
northern India experiences severe air pollu-
tion levels during the winter months.

Third, winter is also conducive to the sur-
vival and transmission of viruses. “The
viruses are very sensitive to temperatures
and cannot survive well in the hot summer
months. Also, winter is a time when most
people spend time indoors, where the closed
environment makes transmission of these
virus from one person to another easier,” says
Dr Gupta. India usually sees two peaks in sea-
sonal flu — one during the winter months
between January and March and the second
after the monsoon. “These seasonal trends
are yet to emerge for Sars-CoV-2 that led to
the Covid-19 pandemic,” she said.

HOW TO PREVENT WINTER FLU
Dr Chatterjee suggests following Covid-
19-like measures — maintaining social dis-
tance, masking up whenever possible and
washing hands frequently. There was, in fact,
a decline in most respiratory infections dur-
ing the pandemic owing to these protective
measures. With most infections during this
time of the year being caused by viruses, peo-
ple should not take antibiotics that do not
have any effect on viral infections.
“Antibiotics may be needed only in some
cases such as in people with a weakened im-
mune system in order to prevent or treat a
secondary bacterial infection. Other than
that, antibiotics are of not much use. So, peo-
ple should consult with their doctors before
taking these medicines,” said Dr Chatterjee.
Another way that people can protect
themselves is to take vaccines. Dr Chatterjee
says that there is no need for additional
Covid-19 vaccines but suggests that the eld-
erly and those with chronic conditions take
the pneumococcal and influenza vaccine as
per their doctor’s recommendation.
(Name changed to protect privacy)

Neil Patil
Founder COO & CTO, Veena World
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few months ago, | shared stories
A about some of the most incredi-

ble train journeys in India -
experiences that showcase our
country’s diversity, history, and breath-
taking landscapes. Trains like ‘Palace on
Wheels' and 'Deccan Odyssey’ transport
us not just across places but through
time, offering a deep connection to the
true spirit of India,

Today, let’s broaden our horizons
and step aboard some of the world's
most iconic trains. These trains are
experiences in themselves, filled with
stories of innovation, adventure, and
unparalleled beauty. 5o, let's embark
on a virtual ride across continents,
exploring the most extraordinary train
journeys the world has to offer.
Longest Railway: Trans-Siberian
Railway (Russia): Spanning an impres-
sive 9,289 kilometres from Moscow to
Vladivostol, the Trans-Siberian
Railway holds the title of the longest
railway line in the world. This epic
journey across Russia is filled with vast
landscapes and cultural depth, crossing
87 cities, 16 rivers, and 8 time zones.

The journey begins in the historical
heart of Russia, Moscow, and stretches
across the entire expanse of the
country to reach Vladivostok on the
Pacific coast. Travellers on the
Trans-Siberian Railway witness a
dramatic change in scenery as they
move eastward. The train traces the
edges of the majestic Ural Mountains,
the natural boundary between Europe
and Asia. Beyond this, the vast expans-
es of the Siberian Taiga unfold-a dense
forest landscape that i1s both awe-in-
spiring and a reminder of the untamed
wilderness that covers much of Russia.

The journey is punctuated with
opportunities to explore deeper into
Russia’s heartland. Perhaps the most
breathtaking of these detours is a visit
to Lake Baikal. Known as the deepest

Exploring the World'’s
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lake in the world, Lake Baikal is a
natural wonder that captivates with
its crystal-clear waters and pictur-
esque surroundings.

During the railway’s construction in

the late 1800s, engineers faced
immense challenges, including building
across Siberia’s frozen swamps, They
used vodka as a reward for workers, a
tradition that still lives on for travellers
who toast their journey with local
spirits onboard,
Steepest Railway: Pilatus Railway
(Switzerland): Nestled in the heart of
Switzerland, the Pilatus Railway is a
true marvel of engineering. Operating
since 1889, this cogwheel railway
climbs an astonishing gradient of 48%,
earning it the title of the steepest
cogwheel railway in the world in
fizures. It offers a journey that is as
exhilarating as it is scenic, ascending to
the summit of Mount Pilatus at 2,128
meters (6,982 feet) above sea level.

The journey begins in Alpnachstad,
a charming Swiss village on the shores
of Lake Lucerne, and winds its way up
to the majestic peak of Mount Pilatus.
As the train makes its ascent, passen-
gers are treated to panoramic views of
the swTounding alpine landscape,
including verdant meadows, sparkling
lakes, and rugged mountain peaks.

At the top, visitors are rewarded
with breathtaking views that stretch
across the Swiss Alps and beyond.
Mount Pilatus itself is steeped in local
legends, often referred to as the
‘Dragon Mountain' due to medieval
tales of dragons that were said to live in
its caves. The summit features a variety
of attractions, including hiking trails,
observation decks, and cosy alpine
restaurants serving Swiss delicacies.
Fastest Railway: Shanghai Maglev
(China): In the bustling metropolis of
Shanghai, the Shanghai Maglev is the
fastest commercial train in the world.
Reaching speeds of up to 431 km/h
(268 mph), this magnetic levitation
(maglev) train, covers a distance of 30
kilometres in an astonishing 7 minutes
and 20 seconds.

The journey connects Shanghai
Pudong International Airport to
Longyang Road Station in the city,
providing passengers with an incredi-

bly smooth and efficient ride. Unlike
traditional trains, the Shanghai Maglev
operates without wheels, Instead, it

uses powerful magnetic fields to
levitate the train above the track,
eliminating friction and allowing for
extraordinary speeds. The result is a
seamless glide that feels more like
flying than riding a train.

The experience begins as the sleek,
futuristic train departs from the
station. Within seconds, passengers
feel the acceleration as the Maglev
reaches top speed. The countryside
blurs into streaks of green and
gray, and a digital speedometer
inside the train showcases the breath-
taking velocity.

The train's ride is so smooth that
passengers are often treated to a
fascinating demonstration: a coin
balanced upright on a table remains
perfectly still, even as the train hurtles
along at over 400 km/h. This stunt,
frequently performed by staff or
seasoned travellers, never fails to
astonish first-time passengers. It's a
simple yet profound reminder of the
precision and stability that magnetic
levitation technology offers.

Most Unique Train Accommodation:
Shalati Train on the Bridge (South
Africa); Perched high above the Sabie
River in South Africa’s iconic Kruger

National Park, the Shalati Train on the
Bridge redefines luxury travel by
combining history, innovation, and the
beauty of the African wilderness. This
one-of-a-kind experience offers guests
the chance to stay in a refurbished
train permanently stationed on the
historic Selati Bridge, where the train
carriages have been transformed into
opulent suites,

Stepping aboard feels like entering a
byzone era, as the train is a tribute to
the adventurers who first visited
Kruger by rail in the 1920s. The elevat-
ed position of the train provides
breathtaking vistas of the Sabie River,
where guests often wake up to the
sight of elephants, hippos, and
crocodiles in their natural habitat. At
night, the distant roars of lions or the
gentle calls of frogs create a symphony
of the wild, adding an unforgettable
dimension to the experience. The
entire experience blends the intimacy
of a safari with the nostalgia of luxury
train travel, creating a truly unparal-
leled stay.

Most Scenic Railway: Glacier Express
(Switzerland): Nicknamed the ‘Slowest
Express Train', the Glacier Express is a
breathtaking joumey through the
heart of the Swiss Alps, offering
passengers some of the most spectacu-
lar views on Earth. Spanning 291

kilometres, this iconic train connects
Zermatt to 5t. Moritz, two of Switzer-
land's most famous mountain resorts,
in a leisurely 8-hour journey that feels
more like a curated alpine showcase
than a commute,

Panoramic  windows  provide
uninterrupted views of snow-dusted
peaks, lush green valleys, and quaint
Swiss villages tucked away in the
mountains. Along the way, the train
passes through 91 tunnels and over
291 bridges, including engineering
marvels like the Landwasser Viaduct,
which arches gracefully above a deep
gorge, and the Oberalp Pass, the
highest point on the route at 2,033
meters above sea level.

The Indian Pacificc  Australia’s
Coast-to-Coast Rail  Experience:
Stretching across the vast expanse of
Australia, the Indian Pacific offers one
of the world's most remarkable rail
journeys., Named after the two oceans
it connects the Indian Ocean and the
Pacific Ocean, this transcontinental
adventure spans over 4,350 kilometres
from Sydney to Perth. It's a four-day
vovage that captures the essence
of Australia's dramatic landscapes,
cultural heritage, and pioneering spirit.

The journey begins in Sydney, with
views of the city’s iconic harbour and
coastline, As the train heads west, it
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passes through the dramatic Blue
Mountains, known for their cliffs,
waterfalls, and eucalyptus forests,
and the fertile vineyards of South
Australia, showcasing the country's
agricultural heritage,

The highlight of the trip is the
Nullarbor Plain, a vast, treeless expanse
featuring the world's longest straight
stretch of railway track, a 478-kilome-
tre line cutting through the heart of the
desert, Here, passengers can step off to
experience some of the best stargazing
in the world, with the Milky Way
stretching brilliantly across the unpol-
luted night sky. The journey culmi-
nates in Perth, where the Indian Ocean
awaits, marking the end of an unfor-
gettable coast-to-coast adventure,

Most Luxurious Railway: Wenice
Simplon-Orient-Express  (Europe):
Stepping aboard the Venice Simplon-
Orient-Express is like travelling back to
the glamour of the 1920s, with its
meticulously  restored Art  Deco
carriages redefining luxury. The train's
most iconic route connects London to
Venice, gliding through the English
countryside, the French landscape, and
the Swiss Alps, before arriving in the
romantic canals of Venice. Other
routes, including Paris, Prague, and
Istanbul, showcase Europe's cultural
richness in unparalleled style.

Each carriage, restored to its 1920's
grandeur, offers opulence and breath-
taking wviews, It's the train winds
through the Alps or hugs the Adnatic
coastline, passengers are immersed
in scenery as captivating as the
train itself. Long associated with
royalty and intrigue, the Venice
Simplon-Orient-Express  has  hosted
European kings, queens, and spies,
becoming a legendary symbol of
elegance and mystery.

Each train journey we have
explored 15 more than just a passage
between destinations-it's a journey
into the heart and soul of each place,
offering unforgettable experiences and
stones to cherish. 5o, where will your
next train adventure take you? | would
love to hear about it; write to me at
neil@veenaworld.com., Until next time,
keep celebrating life!
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