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EARLIER, MOST SENIOR EC WAS DEFAULT CHOICE TO SUCCEED CEC

Inafirst, selection process for next Chief

Electlon Commissioner casts wider net

As per new law, panel of five to be sent to committee of PM, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Minister

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

TRADITIONALLY, the successor
to the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) has been
the next senior most Election
Commissioner. For the first time,
as per the Chief Election
Commissioner And Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service And Term of Office) Act,
2023, the net can be cast wider.
Current CEC Rajiv Kumar

PM: World trusts
us, for peace... I tell
Russia & Ukraine,
Israel & Palestine

‘My tagline is nation first... willing to
leave old things and accept new ones’

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

UNDERLINING THAT “the world
trusts us because there is no du-
plicity in us”, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said Friday while
“we are not neutral... [ will co-
operate in every effort” for peace,
be it between “Russia and
Ukraine, Israel and Palestine”.

In a conversation with
Zerodha co-founder Nikhil
Kamat, Modi said India’s stand-
ing in the world had increased
because of its actions.

“The world trusts us because
there is no duplicity in us. What
we say is clear. We repeatedly
said we are not neutral. | am in
favour of peace, and I will coop-
erate in every effort for it. I tell
this to Russia and Ukraine, Israel
and Palestine. Our credibility has
increased because of this. The
world thinks that India says
what it believes.”

“In Abu Dhabi, when I wanted
atemple for Hindus, I got it from
the Crown Prince in a moment.
What a happy moment this was
for crores of Hindus,” he said.

He recalled how Chinese
President Xi Jinping once told
him that they shared a “special
connection”.

He said when he became
Prime Minister in 2014, “Presi-

BIG PICTURE
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the podcast. P11

dent Xi, during a courtesy call,
said to me he wished to come to
India, travel to Gujarat, Vadnagar
in particular. I said he was most
welcome. He said we share a
special connection.”

Modi quoted Xi as telling him
that the Chinese scholar Hiuen
Tsang, when he travelled to
India, stayed for long in his vil-
lage Vadnagar and in Xi’s village
when he returned to China.

For the first time in several
years, he spoke of the Godhra
train burning incident and the
criticism that followed the
Gujarat riots in 2002.

Responding to a question on
how he dealt with anxiety, he re-
called the 2002 incidents. “On
February 24,2002, I first became
MLA. On February 27, I went to

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

demits office on February 18.The
Election Commission comprises
the CEC and two election com-
missioners — Gyanesh Kumar
and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu at
present.

Gyanesh Kumar could still be
in contention but according to
Sections 6 and 7 of the Act, the
Ministry of Law will set up a
Search Committee chaired by
the Law Minister to prepare a
panel of five names for the
Selection Committee.

The Selection Committee,
comprising the Prime Minister,

CECRajiv Kumar with ECs
Gyanesh Kumar and
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu. File

a Cabinet minister and the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, can select from this

Break
from
® tradition?

EXPLAINED

WHEN THE Election
Commission is under
scrutiny, the new law
gives the Government the
space to break from tradi-
tion. With the Leader of
Opposition on the panel, a
debate over whois next is
not ruled out.

panel or consider “any other per-
son” from outside.

Section 6 of the Act specifies
this process for the appointment
of the Chief Election Commi-
ssioner and other Election
Commissioners.

Even as Gyanesh Kumar re-
mains a potential candidate for
the top post, the Act gives the se-
lection committee the option of
considering names from outside
the Election Commission.

This comes against the back-
drop of the EC facing the heat

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

ON TRACK FOR JBK

AVande Bharat Express train, designed to operate in J&K’s winter conditions, at the Shakurbasti depot in New Delhi on Friday.
The 272-km Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link project will connect the Valley to the rail network. Praveen Khanna

Amid Lt Governor-Omar rift, J&K
remains without Advocate General

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JANUARY 10

FOR OVER two months now,
Jammu and Kashmir has been
without an Advocate General,
with the impasse between the
Lieutenant Governor’s office and
Omar Abdullah-led government
thatis reportedly holding up the
appointment showing no signs
of aresolution.

Hearing a petition against the
new J&K reservation policy last
month, the Jammu and Kashmir

J&KL-G Manoj Sinha with
CM Omar Abdullah. File

and Ladakh High Court had ex-
pressed concern over the matter,
and issued a notice to the Union
Territory.

2024 was hottest year ever, breached
1.5 degree Celsius warming threshold

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE LAST year, 2024, has be-
come the first year to breach the
1.5 degree Celsius warming
mark, the World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) said on
Friday. Average annual global
temperature in 2024, based on
data from six different datasets,

was 1.55 degree Celsius higher
than pre-industrial times (aver-
age of 1850-1900 period), it said.

One of these datasets, from
Copernicus Climate Change
Service run by the European
Centre for Medium Range
Weather Forecasting, found the
warming to be 1.6 degree Celsius
higher than pre-industrial levels.

2024 now overtakes 2023 as
the warmest year ever recorded.

2023 wasrecorded to be 1.45 de-
gree Celsius warmer than pre-
industrial times.

WMO said each of the six
datasets it had used had put
2024 as the warmest year ever,
but not all of them recorded the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

EXPLAINED
PAGE 14

As per norm, following the
swearing-in of the National
Conference-led government on
October 18 last year, the existing
Advocate General, D CRaina, had
submitted his resignation. He
was appointed to the post by for-
mer L-G Girish Chandra Murmu
on November 1,2019, aday after
J&K officially ceased to be a state.

However, when Raina called
on Omar Abdullah after his res-
ignation, the Chief Minister
asked him to continue in office.

Since there was no official

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Long after the 'ignition turned off, Delhi Police’s
last two Ambassadors are set to be auctioned

PAGE 1
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ALOK SINGH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

INSIDE THE Delhi Police’s old se-
curity unit at Central Delhi’s
Vinay Marg is a graveyard of
sorts for vehicles used by the
force over the years. In the crowd
of rusted cars are Delhi Police’s
last two Ambassadors which, af-
ter years of lying idle, are set to
be auctioned, The Indian Express
haslearnt.

The two vehicles were de-
ployed in the security unit before
they were damaged in separate
accidents at Mandir Marg and
Delhi Cantonment in early 2000.
One of the accidents had claimed
the life of a Delhi Police officer.

Due to court hearings and le-
gal procedures, the auction of
both vehicles was delayed, a po-
lice source said, adding, “They
are now ready for auction after
receiving necessary permission
from the respective courts —
Patiala and Saket.”

Besides being in bad shape
due to the accidents, the two cars
have long surpassed their oper-

Condemned vehicles at Delhi Police yard. Alok Singh

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ational tenure of six-and-a-half
years. The lifespan of a petrol- or
diesel-run four-wheeler in the
Delhi Police is either 1.5 lakh
kilometres or six-and-a-half
years, whichever comes first, a
police officer said.

One of the cars was bought
for Rs 1.53 lakh in 1994, and the
other for Rs 3.20 lakh in 1999.
After they became defunct, the
vehicles were stationed at
Mandir Marg and Delhi
Cantonment police stations, be-
fore being brought to the secu-
rity wing during court hearings.

Manufactured by Hindustan
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Should not call any
disputed structure

a mosque, says UP
CM Adityanath

Those who claim Kumbh area as Waqf
land will face denting, painting: CM

BHUPENDRA PANDEY
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 10

AMID A series of temple-
mosque disputes, with several
suits pending before various
courts, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said on
Friday that any disputed struc-
ture should not be called a
mosque.

“Kisi bhi vivadit dhaanche ko
masjid nahi bolna chahiye. Hum
jis din masjid bolna bandh kar
denge, uss din logjaana bhi bandh
kar denge. Waise bhi yeh Islam ke
sidhhanto ke khilaaf hai ki kisi ki
bhi aastha ko thais pahuncha kar
wahan masjid-numa dhaancha
khada kar diya ho, aise sthaan par
kisi prakaar ki hone waali ibaadat

CM Yogi Adityanath in
Prayagraj on Friday. ANI

Khuda ko bhi manzoor nahi hoti
hai. Islam me upasana ke liye
structure ki zaroorat nahi hai, jab
ki yeh Sanatan Dharma me hai,”
he said.

(“Any disputed structure
should not be called a mosque.
The day we stop calling it a

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

SC orders status quo
in row over well at
Sambhal mosque, calls
for report in 2 weeks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THERE WILL be no worship or
holy bath at the well near the
ShahiJama Masjid inSambhalin
Uttar Pradesh.

On Friday, the Supreme Court
stayed the execution of a “no-
tice”, purportedly issued by
Sambhal municipal authorities,
regarding the well. It sought a
status report in two weeks even
as the UP government con-
tended that the well was situ-
ated on government land.

This, after the mosque man-
agement committee said that
the notice, a public poster which
bore the name of the Sambhal
Nagar Palika, referred to the well

The Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal, UP.File

asbeinglocatedina corner of the
Hari Mandir.

Hindus and Muslims have
been locked in adispute over the
mosque, with the former claim-
ing that the Mughal-era mosque
was built after destroying a

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Lal Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management, Delhi
pays homage to the 2™ Prime Minister of India

Bharat Ratna

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri.

(October 02, 1904 - January 11, 1966)

on his 59" Punyatithi
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"The basic idea of governance, as | see it, is to hold the society
together so that it can develop and march towards certain goals"

Lal Bahadur Shastri
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SPADEX MISSION

Spacecraft 1.5 km
apart, to come closer

today, says ISRO

After 2 postponements, space agency
will now ‘dock and inform’: Official

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JANUARY 10

THE INDIAN Space Research
Organisation on Friday said the
Space Docking Experiment
(SpaDeX) satellites — SDX01
(Chaser) and SDXO02 (Target) —
were moving in orbit at a dis-
tance of 1.5 km and the manoeu-
vre to bring them to a distance of
500 metres is likely to be
achieved on Saturday.

The space docking experi-
ment has so far missed two pub-
licly announced schedules, on
January 7 and January 9, due to
technical issues in bringing to-
gether the two spacecraft.
“Spacecrafts are at a distance of
1.5 km and on hold mode. Further
drift to 500 m is planned to be
achieved by tomorrow morning,”
ISRO said ina post on X.

An ISRO official said, “After
the last manoeuvre, the satellites
drifted away, but they were safe.
Now, we are re-attempting the
entire process. There are certain
fixed hold points, the satellites
would be brought to these hold
points again, before we attempt
docking again.”

As per the plan, the Chaser
satellite would be progressively
brought closer to the Target
satellite, holding positions at a
distance of 5km, 1.5km, 500m,
225m, 15m, and 3m, before join-
ing together.

With the docking experi-
ment missing two publicly an-
nounced schedules — January 7
and January 9 — the space
agency has now decided to
“dock and inform” the people,
according to an official.

The postponement of the
docking schedule came amid the

Why ISRO
needs space
@ docking

EXPLAINED

THE DOCKING-UNDOCK-
ING capability is needed
for Bharatiya Antariksh
Station that will be built by
bringing together five
modules, the first of which
is planned to be launched
in 2028. The
Chandrayaan-4 mission
will require docking capa-
bility forits re-entry mod-
ule, which will be de-
signed to withstand the
heat while entering the
Earth’s atmosphere. The
transfer module carrying
samples from the Moon
will dock with the re-en-
try module in the Earth's
atmosphere.

announcement of a change of
guard at ISRO. The government
announced the appointment of V
Narayanan, who is currently the
director of Liquid Propulsion
Systems  Centre  (LPSC),
Thiruvananthapuram, as the new
ISRO Chairman on January 7, the
day the original SpaDex docking
was scheduled. DrNarayanan will
succeed Dr S Somanath, the cur-
rent ISRO chief, on January 14.

A successful docking experi-
ment will make India the fourth
country in the world — after the
US, Russia and China — to have
the capability. ISRO would re-
quire it to achieve its visions of
bringing samples from the
Moon, setting up its own space
station by 2035, and sending a
human to the Moon by 2040.

Meet Modi not Akal
Takht chief if you

want me to end fast,
Dallewal tells BJP

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 10

THEPUNJAB unit of BJP should ap-
proach Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and not the Akal Takht if
they want him to end his fast-
unto-death, Jagjit Singh Dallewal
Friday said, a day after a saffron
party delegation urged Jathedar
Giani Raghbir Singh to intervene
and get the farmer leader to end
the indefinite hunger strike.

In a video message, the 70-
year-old, whose fast entered day
46, reiterated that he will end his
fast only after the Centre accepts
farmers’ demands, including ale-
gal guarantee for Minimum
Support Price for crops.

ABJP delegation on Thursday
had met Akal Takht Jathedar and
expressed concernover Dallewal's
deteriorating health. Dallewal
said, “the leaders of the Punjab
unit of BJP appealed to the Akal
Takhttointerveneinordertoend
Dallewal's fast-unto-death. (They
appealed to the Akal Takht that)a
direction be given so that he
should end his fast. I respect the

SKM members meet farm
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal
inSangrur on Friday. P11

Akal Takht. But the Punjab BJP
should approach Modi ji, the Vice
President, Agriculture Minister
(Shivraj Singh Chouhan), (Home
Minister) Amit Shah ji. Instead of
meeting them, they are approach-
ing the Akal Takht Jathedar”.
Meanwhile, Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (non-political) and Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha (KMM), the two
forums protesting at the Khanauri
and Shambhu border points, ap-
pealed to the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha to strengthen their agita-
tion without delay in the wake of
Dallewal's "deteriorating" health.

You brought NEET to
TN, only Centre can
cancel it: Stalin to Opp

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI, JANUARY 10

TAMILNADU Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Friday said the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
would have been abolished had
the Indi alliance captured power,
but only the Central government
can now cancel the test.

The DMK has consistently
opposed NEET and was involved
in efforts aimed at scrapping the
test, he told the Assembly.

“NEET did not enter Tamil
Nadu as long as our leader
Kalaignar (late Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi) and late Chief
Minister ] Jayalalithaa were in
power. The exam was intro-
duced only during your regime,”
Stalin said responding to the
Leader of the Opposition
AIADMK Edappadi K

Palniswami's charge that the rul-
ing dispensation had done pre-
cious little to abolish NEET de-
spite its promise in the run-up to
the 2021 assembly election.

“Does Opposition Leader
Palaniswami not know that only
the Union Government can can-
cel NEET? If the INDIA alliance had
come to power at the Centre, then
NEET would have definitely been
cancelled,” Stalin said responding
to a volley of charges by former
Chief Minister Palaniswami.

Accusing Stalin of assuring to
scrap the national level screening
test before coming to power but
not doing so after coming to
power, Palaniswami asked “why
the double standards?”

Stalin accused Palaniswami
of remaining 'silent’ for nearly a
year during his tenure as chief
minister when the Centre intro-
duced the test.

FROMPAGE ONE
Selection for next CEC casts wider net

from the Opposition parties over
arange of issues — from the purity
of electoral rolls to the efficacy of
EVMs. On Tuesday, Kumar re-
butted the allegations calling
them “irresponsible.”

When asked about the panel,
alaw Ministry official said that the
process is yet to begin.

Said a senior EC official: "The
change means that outsiders
(other than the two serving
Election Commissioners) may
have an opportunity to head the
Commission.”

On the implications of this
change, former CEC O P Rawat
said, “It opens the option of cor-
recting a decision of a previous
dispensation if, after an election,
the government changes. It can
also make the system vulnerable

to erosion of credibility of the
Commission.”

The Law Ministry spokesper-
sonand Secretary RajivMani were
not available for comment.

As per Section 5 of the Chief
Election Commissioner And
Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service And Term of Office) Act,
2023, the candidates for the post
would be current or former
Secretary-level officers.

Section 6 states, "A Search
Committee headed by the
Minister of Law and Justice and
comprising two other members
not below the rank of Secretary to
the Government of India, shall
prepare a panel of five persons for
consideration of the Selection
Committee, for appointment as

the Chief Election Commissioner
and other Election Comm-
issioners."

This Act was brought after an
intervention from the Supreme
Court, following a clutch of peti-
tions filed between 2015 and
2022 challenging the Centre’s ex-
clusive powers in picking the
Election Commissioners.

The court had noted that the
Constitution's founders never in-
tended to give the Executive ex-
clusive appointment powers.

Concerned about the "devas-
tating effect” of leaving appoint-
ments solely to the Executive, the
court established a new process.

InMarch 2023, the Courtruled
that the appointment of the CEC
and ECs would be done by the
President on the advice of a com-

mittee comprising the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the
Opposition and the Chief Justice
of India. This arrangement was to
prevail until the Parliament en-
acted alaw for the appointments.

The Union government even-
tually brought alaw in December
2023, which made it mandatory
toappoint the CECand ECsby way
of ashortlist panel and a selection
committee. However, the Chief
Justice of India was dropped as a
member of the Selection
Committee. The two ECs Kumar
and Sandhu have been appointed
as per this new provision.

On Wednesday, the Supreme
Court said it would consider in

February petitions challenging the

Act, particularly the exclusion of |

the CJL.

e PM: We are for peace... I tell Russia & Ukraine, Israel & Palestine

the (Gujarat) Assembly for the first
time. Within three days as MLA,
news came of the Godhra carnage.
[ said I want to go to Godhra, tak-
ing a helicopter from Baroda.
There was just a single-engine
ONGC helicopter available at that
time. They refused, saying a VIP
cannot be flowninasingle-engine
helicopter. I said  would give an
undertaking in writing that I was
willingly taking the risk.I took the
helicopter to Godhra,and saw the
bodies. I felt restless but I knew
that in my post (as CM), I had to
control myself and rise above
emotions.”

He also mentioned how he
was denied a visa to the US after
the Gujaratriots. “lwasanelected
Chief Minister here,and the USre-
fused to give me a visa. I felt this
was an insult to the country and
an elected government, just be-
cause some people spread some
lies.Iaddressed a press conference
that day and said I want an India
where the world will stand in a
queue for our visa. I can see the
time now is India’s,” he said.

Stating that becoming a politi-
cian was one thing and succeed-
ing in politics quite another, Modi
said the latter required living
among the people and associat-
ing with their lives. He said be-

coming a politician was not the
same as becoming an MILA or MP
alone, emphasising that dedica-
tion and commitment were far
more important. Oratory, he said,
could stand a politician in good
stead for a while, but communi-
cation was more than oratory.

He cited the example of the
Mahatma. “Look at Mahatma
Gandhi. Personality-wise, he was
thin. His oratory was next to noth-
ing. But he became a leader be-
cause his life conveyed his mes-
sage. He could make the country
rise. Today, we appreciate oratory.
It may work for some time, but the
final thing is commitment.
Communication is more impor-
tant than oratory. Mahatma
Gandhi walked with a stick taller
than himself but was non-vio-
lent... He did not wear a cap but
the Gandhi topi became popu-
lar... He never went after power
or office but his memorialis called
Rajghat.”

Modi said while ideology had
aplacein politics, idealism was far
more important. The mission, he
said, could be the same evenif the
paths taken are different. In this
context, he cited the examples of
Gandhi and V D Savarkar.

“My tagline is nation first.1do
whatever fits it, without getting

bound by ideology or traditions. I
amwilling to leave old things and
accept new ones. But I never
change the benchmark. It remains
nation first. More than ideology,
idealism matters. Before inde-
pendence, freedom was the ide-
ology. Gandhi’s path and
Savarkar’s were different, but both
wanted freedom,” he said.

Modi accepted that he too
might have committed mistakes,
but that he never had any wrong
intention. “Main bhi manushya hi
hoon, koi devata thode hi na hoon
(Iamalsohuman,lamnotagod).”

He said politicians should be
sensitive and also accept that
there will be personal attacks on
them. He said he often told chil-
dren, who asked him how he
coped with criticism, a joke about
people from Ahmedabad: “I tell
children a joke. An Ahmedabadi,
riding a scooter, came very close
to a collision. As the other person
began to abuse him, the
Ahmedabadi stood quietly. Asked
by someone why he was silent
while being constantly abused,
the Ahmedabadi said the person
was giving him something, and
not taking something away from
him. That is what I believe. Let
them abuse, but you should be
true to yourself and not have

wrong intentions.” “There was a

time when we Jana Sangh people
were abused evenif we haddone
nothing wrong. But those were |
days of the print media. Today, you
have alternative meanstoseekthe
truth. The youth of today verify |

things,” he said.

Asked whether he had been
able to live up to his slogan
‘Minimum Government,
Maximum Governance’, Modi
said, “People misinterpreted the
meaning of the slogan of

Minimum Government, Maxi- |

mum Governance, thinking there
would be fewer ministers and of-
ficials.1did not think about that -
I made Skill, Cooperative and
Fisheries Ministries too.” What he
meant, he said, was to cut down
long processes. He said he had re-
moved 40,000 compliances, re-
voked about 1500 laws, and
changed the penal laws. “This is
my idea of Minimum Govern-
ment, Maximum Governance.”

“Today I can send money in
the accounts of 10 crore farmers
in 30 seconds. Jan Dhan removed
corruption. Foreign dignitaries get
surprised seeing our UPI, I tell
them to go to a vendor and see. |
say that nothing is needed after
one has a mobile phone in the
pocket,” he said.

¢ 2024 was hottest year ever, breached warming threshold

warming to beinexcess of 1.5 de-
grees Celsius.

Incidentally, 2024 was
warmest for India as well, the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD)had said earlier, though not
to the extent of breaching the 1.5
degree threshold. Temperature
records over India do not extend
to pre-industrial times, and even
otherwise, the warming over the
Indian land area is significantly
less than the global average.

The 1.5 degree Celsius markis
an important threshold men-
tioned in the 2015 Paris
Agreement, which calls upon the
world to restrict the rise in global
temperatures to “well below 2 de-
gree Celsius” from pre-industrial

levels while “pursuing efforts” to
keep this within 1.5 degree
Celsius. The Paris Agreement says
that pursuing the 1.5 degree
Celsius target “would significantly
reduce the risks and impacts of cli-
mate change”.

The 2024 breach, however,
does not necessarily mean that
the 1.5 degree Celsius goal is over.
The 1.5,0r 2, degree Celsius targets
are meant to be seen in the con-
text of long-term temperature
trends and not in year-to-year, or
month-to-month, temperature
variations. For example, monthly
average temperatures have
crossed the 1.5 degree Celsius
mark several times during the last
two years. Daily average temper-

atures have breached this mark
hundreds of times.

From the climate change per-
spective, however, the 1.5 degree
mark would be considered to
have been breached only if the av-
erages over a decade or two re-
main above the thresholds.

“It is important to emphasise
that a single year of more than
1.5°Cforayear does not mean that
we have failed to meet the Paris
Agreement long-term tempera-
ture goals, which are measured
over decades rather than an indi-
vidual year. However, it is essen-
tial to recognise that every frac-
tion of a degree of warming
matters. Whetheritis atalevel be-
low or above 1.5°C of warming,

¢ J&K remains without Advocate General

communiqué though, Raina could
not resume office. After waiting
for a few weeks, he started ap-
pearing as a counsel for private
partiesin High Court. Meanwhile,
an official word on who is the
Union Territory’s Advocate
Generalis still to come in.

According to sources, the Raj
Bhavan has not cleared the con-
tinuation of Raina, despite the
CM’s go-ahead, as it did not take
kindly to him resigning on hisown
and then choosing to approach
Omar for further instructions.

Incidentally, the other gov-
ernment counsel, including
Additional Advocates General,
Deputy Advocates General etc,
who did not resign after the for-
mation of the elected govern-
ment, continue to stay in office.
Meanwhile, the website of the
UT Office of Advocate General
still shows Raina as Advocate
General, with Manoj Sinha as L-
G and Achal Sethi as Secretary,
Law, J&K.

Raina refused to comment
when approached by The Indian
Express, and has also maintained

silence over what transpired at the
meeting with Omar.

The Raj Bhavan did not re-
spond to a questionnaire sent on
the matter. There was noresponse
either by the Principal Secretary
and Media Advisor to the L-G, or
the advisor to Omar on the rela-
tionship between the CMO and
Raj Bhavan.

OnDecember4, whenitnoted
the absence of an Advocate
General, the HChad requested the
assistance of Advocate General for
the next hearing,

While the NCgovernment has
said that it does not want con-
frontation with Delhi and, by ex-
tension, the L-G, there have been
several points of friction between
the CMO and Raj Bhavan. Since he
was swornin, Omar has not called
on Sinha even once.

Last month, in an embarrass-
ment for the Omar government,
the list of public holidays cleared
by the L-G did not include the
birth anniversary of NC founder
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
(December 5) and Martyrs’ Day
(July 13) that marks the killing of

22 people by Maharaja Hari
Singh’s forces in Srinagar in 1931.

Both of these were gazetted
holidays prior to the abrogation of
Article 370, and have not been in
the official list since 2020.
However, with the elected gov-
ernment back, itwas supposed to
take a call on the matter. The
General Administration Depart-
ment (GAD), which issues the list
of holidays, is with Omar.

The CM is also facing the heat
over Delhi’s continued silence
over restoration of statehood, de-
spite PM Narendra Modi’s prom-
ise regarding the same. At its first
Cabinet meeting, the Omar gov-
ernment recommended restora-
tion of statehood. The Cabinet pro-
posal was sent to the L-G, who
forwarded it to the Centre. But
there has been no word since.

The statehood demand wasiit-
self seenas a climbdown, with NC
opponents saying it showed that
the party would not press on the
more contentious issue of return
of special status.

Omar’s appointment of senior
party leader Nasir Aslam Wani as

every additional increment of
global warming increases theim-
pactsonour lives,economies and
our planet,” WMO Secretary-
General Celeste Saulo said in a
statement.

The two consecutive years of
record-breaking temperatures,
2023 and 2024, have ensured that
each of the past ten years (2015-
2024) now figures in the 10
warmest years on record. Every
month since July 2023, except for
July 2024, exceeded the 1.5 degree
warming, ECMWEF data shows.

However, the year 2025 is un-
likely to follow the trend of the last
twoyears. Early estimates suggest
that this year is not expected to
create anew temperature record.

his Advisor also remainsin limbo.
The GAD issued an order on
October 16 in this regard, adding
that “the terms and conditions of

theappointmentshall be notified
- Ambassadors,a mainstay on city
pened yet, with a senior govern-
ment official saying that “the file
- and Maruti SX4 vehicles, as they

The Centreis also yet to notify
business rules clarifying the pow- |
ers of the CM and his ministers
- the first to switch to a white SX4,

Following the abrogation of
Article 370, the Jammu and |
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019, !
defined the powersofthe L-Gover
the Home Department and All
- Among these, Innova, Ertiga and
there is no clarity on the powers
of the CM and his Cabinet. So, |
while the LG is the sole authority
officially to transfer IAS officers,
orders for shifting of Kashmir '
Administrative Service officersare
being issued by both the LGand
- Commissioners and the Police

separately”. This has not hap-

is under process”.

under the UT structure.

India Services (AIS). However,

the elected government.

The CM has said onanumber
of occasions that “having two
. buying Gypsys and replaced
. them with SUVs, though over

power centres anywhere is a
recipe for disaster”.

e Should not call any disputed

structure a mosque: Adityanath

mosque, people will stop going
there. Hurting anyone's faith by
constructing a mosque-like
structure does not align with
Islamic principles, worship at
such sites is not acceptable to
God too.Islam does not mandate
the construction of a structure for
worship, but Sanatan Dharma
does.”)

Adityanath was speaking at
an event hosted by Aaj Tak in
Mahakumbh Nagar, Prayagraj.
His remarks come at a time
when the Supreme Court has
barred civil courts across the
country from registering fresh
suits challenging the ownership
and title of any place of worship,
and from ordering surveys of dis-
puted religious places until fur-
ther orders. Petititons relating to
the Places of Worship Actare also
before the Supreme Court.

“Sanatanis go to temples for
worship, (this is not so) for
Islamic practices. Therefore, it is

- unnecessary and counter-pro-
- ductive to insist on calling any

structure amosque. Thisis a time
to embrace the vision of a new
India and move forward with
progressive thinking. We must
focus on building unity and har-
mony instead of clinging to dis-
putes of the past,” he said.

Responding to claims of the
Maha Kumbh being held on
WaqfBoard land, Adityanath said
the event was being held at the
site in Prayagraj for thousands of
years now. “If someone now calls
this land Waqf Board property,
we must ask whether it belongs
to the Waqf Board orland mafia,”
he said, adding that such “mali-
cious tendencies” need to be
curbed.

“We will put an end to this,”
he said, warning that those who
come to the Maha Kumbh with
the intention of “claiming the
land” would face “denting-paint-
ing”. “Those who claim this land
as theirs and seek to occupy it
may face consequences, includ-
ing corrective action,” he said.

Adityanath elaborated on re-
cent amendments, requiring a
thorough review of land records
dating back to 1363 Fasli, for any
property claimed by the Waqf
Board. “If the term "Wagqf" ap-
pears, we examine the original
ownership and take steps to re-
claim the land. Public-use prop-
erties, lands of holy places asso-
ciated with Hindu faith, or
government-owned land will
not be allowed to fall into the
hands of any so-called land mafia
boards,” he asserted.

On the issue of the Jama
Masjid in Sambhal, Adityanath
pointed to discrepancies in
claims regarding land ownership.
“There are assertions that more
land than the entire Sambhal dis-
trict belongs to the Waqgf Board,
which is absurd. In the Puranas...
Sambhal was prophesied as the
birthplace of Kalki, the tenth in-

carnation of Lord Vishnu.
Everything in Sambhal today is
rooted in Sanatan Dharma. Five
thousand years ago, there was no
Islam on this earth, so how could
there be a mention of Jama
Masjid in that era,” he said.

“The Ain-i-Akbari mentions
thatin 1526, the Jama Mas;jid
structure was erected by demol-
ishing a Shri Hari Vishnu temple.
This mistake should be acknowl-
edged, and the land should be
voluntarily returned. This coun-
try will not function under the
mindset of the Muslim League,
but in alignment with the faith
and cultural ethos of India,” he
said.

“There is both scriptural evi-
dence and evidence of faith re-
garding such matters. I believe
the issue should not require ju-
dicial intervention. Instead, it
would be more appropriate for
the followers of Islam to volun-
tarily and respectfully acknowl-
edge the truth and extend a ges-
ture of reconciliation by saying,
'this is yours'. Such mutual re-
spect is the cornerstone of trust
and harmony,” he said.

He said the Ain-i-Akbari also
records that in 1528, a structure
was built on the Ram
Janmabhoomi in Ayodhya after
demolishing the temple of Ram
Lalla. “If the Hindu community
insists on reclaiming these sacred
sites, their voices must be heard,”
he said.

Regarding the Places of
Worship Act, Adityanath said: “I
believe the honorable courtis ex-
amining the matter and will en-
sure justice. Faith will undoubt-
edly be respected. India is a
nation deeply rooted in faith, and
the Maha Kumbh is a testament
to that, where devotees from
across the country, and the
world, gather without any dis-
crimination.”

“By God's grace, Ram Lalla
was installed in Ayodhya a year
ago, ending the wait of 500 years;
the Maha Kumbh s being held at
such anauspicious time after 144
years,” he said.

Saying that people from
some northeastern and southern
states could not participate in
previous Maha Kumbhs, he said:
“This time, Maha Kumbh will
truly reflect the spirit of Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat, with
pilgrims from across the country
in attendance.”

Targeting the Opposition, he
said: “We never said the BJP had
associated itself with the organ-
isation of the Maha Kumbh. Who
stopped this faith from reaching
new heights? Before 2017, this
event was synonymous with
filth, and there was chaos. What
was the situation of the Maha
Kumbh in 2013?” He claimed
that the then Mauritius Prime
Minister had come to take a dip
in the Ganga, but could notdo so
because of the disorder and filth.

e Delhi Police’s Ambassadors
are set to be auctioned

Motors till 2014, the iconic cars
were based on the Morris Oxford
series model that was first made
in the United Kingdom. They
were commonly used in the
Police Control Room (PCR) unit
and by DCP-level officers.

It was in 2011 that the Delhi
Police decided to phase out its
oldest inductee. The bulky

roads until the 2000s, soon made
way for sleeker Hyundai Accent

were easy to maintain and fuel
efficient. The then Police
Commissioner, B K Gupta, was

a senior officer said.

The Delhi Police now has ve-
hicles like the Toyota Innova and
Fortuner, Maruti Ciaz and Ertiga,
Mahindra Bolero and Tata Safari.

Bolero are used in the PCR unit.
Fortuners are used for jammer
systems and in VIP convoys. Ciaz
and Ertiga are used by ACP- and
DCP-level officers, while the new
model of Tata Safari SUVsis given
to district DCPs, Special

Chief.
The force has also stopped

¢ SC orders status quo in row over well at Sambhal mosque, calls for report in 2 weeks

temple called Hari Mandir.

The bench of (JISanjivKhanna
and Justice Sanjay Kumar said,
“Issue notice returnable to 21
February 2025. Notice accepted
by Respondents. In the mean-
while, a status report will be filed
in 2 weeks. In the meanwhile,
Respondents will not give effect
to the notice (Nagar Palika Notice)
in relation to the well.”

The benchwas hearinganap-
plication filed by the committee
in a pending appeal against the
November 19,2024 direction of a

local courtappointing an advocate
commissioner to survey the
mosque following Hindu claims
over it. The survey had sparked vi-
olence in Sambhal in which five
persons were killed.

Hearing a clutch of petitions
related to the Places of Worship
Act, 1991, the SC,on December 12,
2024, had ordered that in pend-
ing suits, including the one in
Sambhal, lower courts should not
pass effective interim or final or-
ders including orders for surveys.

On Friday, Senior Advocate

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Huzefa Ahmadi, appearing for the
mosque committee, said the
Sambhal administration “is con-
ducting a purported drive to re-
vive old temples and wells... with
reports indicating that at least 32
old unused temples have beenre-
vived and 19 wells have been
identified which are being made
operational for public prayers/
use”.One of these, he said, was the
well located near the mosque.
The CJI asked what was the
harm in allowing others to draw
water from the well and use it. To

this, Ahmadi said the well was
currently being used for the pur-
poses of the mosque. “We have
been drawing water from the well
since time immemorial,” he said.
“They will digit,” he said.

Ahmadi then referred to the
poster and said, “But see the no-
tice. They are calling it a Hari
Mandir and puja etc will be
started now.”

“No, you cannot do that ...
Please donotdo that,” the (JI said
and asked for a status report.

Appearing for the Hindu peti-

tioners, Advocate Vishu Shankar
Jain said people were worship-
ping the well, and he had photo-
graphs. The bench said he could
place the photographs on record.

Referring to photographs of
the well, Ahmadi said half of its
circumference is inside the
mosque premises and half out-
side. CJI Khanna said that Google
Earth maps gave the impression
that the well was completely out-
side. “First1did not notice the pho-
tograph. When I saw Google
Maps, itlooked like itwas outside.

400 Gypsy vehicles still remain
with the Delhi Police, said a
source.

According to an officer, once
a police vehicle passes its lifes-
pan, it is declared ‘condemned’.
Tenders are then floated to auc-
tion these vehiclesinalot, the of-
ficer said. Private bidders take the
vehicle to get it scrapped, which
can take one to two months.

The last auction was done on
December 12, 2024, for 90 vehi-
cles, including a bus, a truck, a
Gypsy, an old Toyota Innova, a
Tata Safari, Ambassador cars,and
some motorcycles. The last two
Ambassadors will similarly be
auctioned alongside other vehi-
cles, the officer said.

An officer said they arein the
process of auctioning other vehi-
cles lying in the police yard as
well.

A Delhi Police assistant sub-
inspector, who used to drive an
Ambassador, recalled that the ve-
hicle was incomparable in terms
of design and raw power. “But
Ambassadors used to overheat
quickly, so officers had to turn off
the AC,” said the ASI, who drove
the vehicle while being posted in
the Special Cell. He added that
the vehicles, while smooth, were
notorious fuel guzzlers.

So I put that query.” The (]I said
the court was “keeping a close
watch so that peace and harmony
is maintained”.

Appearing for the UP govern-
ment, Additional Solicitor General
KM Nataraj said the well is located
on government land.

Ahmadi said the “state is be-
ing partisan”. Advocate Fuzail
Ahmad Ayyubi, also appearing for
the masjid committee, later told
The Indian Express that the notice
being referred to was a “poster”
putup by the Nagar Palikaand re-
ferred to a Hari Mandir and the
well nearby.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 11,2025

THE CITY

3

BRIEFLY
Copdies
by suicide

New Delhi: A Head
Constable from Provincial
Armed Constabulary
(PAC) allegedly died by
suicide after he shot him-
self with his licensed
weapon at UP Bhawan,
Friday. Jagram Singh
Yadav worked as a guard
in-charge on the prem-
ises, police said, adding
that he had gone home to
Kanpur on leave and had
returned to Delhi a few
days ago. Police are at-
tempting to extract his
call detail records to de-
termine what made him
take such a step. ENS

ChhotaRajan
in AlIMS

New Delhi: Underworld
don ChhotaRajan was ad-
mitted to AIIMS in Delhi
on Thursday for a minor
nose surgery, which is
likely to be conducted on
Saturday, the police said.
He is serving life sentence
in Tihar Jail for the mur-
der of Mid-Day journalist
Jyotirmoy Dey in 2011.
"He was admitted to a pri-
vate ENT ward around 9
am on Thursday due to a
sinus problem," a senior
officer said, adding that
after the surgery, he is
likely to be brought back
toTihar Jail and kept at the
prison hospital. ENS

Airport’s T2 to be
closed for over 4
months for revamp

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

DELHI INTERNATIONAL Airport
Limited (DIAL) on Friday unveiled
an ambitious plan to refurbish
Terminal 2 or T2 of the Capital’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport, which was built by the
Airports Authority of India (AAI)
four decades ago. T2 will undergo
refurbishment to prepare for pro-
jected growth in air travel de-
mand, it said in a statement.

The work is set to commence
inthe 2025-26 financial year, with
completion targeted by the sec-
ond quarter, it added. During the
renovation, T2 will temporarily
close for four to six months, with
operations shifted to the newly
expanded Terminal 1.

According to DIAL, the refur-
bished terminal will see six new
passenger boarding bridges
sourced from South Korea, which
will be operated with au-
tonomous docking technology for
the first time in India. These
bridges will also have elevated
ramps for wheelchair accessibil-
ity, swing doors for better opera-
tor safety,and cushioned side cov-
ers for added aesthetics and safety.
Additionally, significant upgrades
to heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning systems and fire safety
mechanisms will ensure security
throughout the terminal.

It further said that aesthetic

At Delhi airport on Friday. P11

improvements to T2 will include
theinstallation of modern ceilings
and skylight designs, contributing
to a more welcoming ambiance.
Smart washrooms, advanced
flooring, and enhanced road con-
nectivity will further bolster pas-
senger convenience. Canopies in
the forecourt area will provide
protection fromadverse weather.

Operationally, T2 will see im-
proved real-time flight tracking
capabilities with the installation
of high-resolution Flight
Information Display Systems
alongside revamped signage for
clearer communication, particu-
larly for persons with reduced
mobility, the DIAL said.

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said, “The refurbishment
of the four-decade-old Terminal 2
is the need of the hour. We, at
DIAL, are committed to enhanc-
ing the overall passenger experi-
ence by upgrading key infrastruc-
ture, improving operational
efficiency, and elevating passen-
ger comfort...”

Bomb scare at Delhi schools: Cops nab

student, probe points to a larger group

Group may have been sending hoax threat emails to several schools for months, say police officers

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JANUARY 10

TWO DAYS after 16 schools in
Delhi received bomb threats via
email, police said they have ap-
prehended a student of a private
school in connection with their
probe. Based on his questioning,
police claimed to have found
crucial evidence, which indicates
he is part of a group that has al-
legedly been sending bomb
threats via email to several
schools for many months.

However, police are verifying
the evidence with help from
forensic experts before taking le-
gal action. A senior police officer
in the Delhi Police headquarters
confirmed that they have appre-
hended one of the students, and
are currently probing the roles of
others.

On Wednesday, Delhi Fire
Service officials said that while
Tagore International School was
the first toinform themabout the
threatat 11.17 am, Bluebells School
International informed authori-
tiesat 11.40 am.

Police said the email was also
sent to Mother's International
School, Modern School,
Springdales School, G D Goenka
Public School, St Columba’s
School, Salwan Public School,
Amity International School, Air
Force Bal Bharati School, Delhi
Public School in Vasant Viharand
R K Puram, and Frank Anthony
Public School, among others.

The email warned the schools
of “massive and highly dangerous
explosives” being present on its
premises. It spoke about a large
group from the dark web being

Rehearsal for Republic Day parade continues amid dense fog in Delhi on Friday. The foggy
conditions reduced visibility to zero and disrupted flight and train operations. The IMD has
predicted light rain and and thunderstorms over the weekend. Praveen Khanna

On the run for 25 yrs, man wanted for murder arrested from Himachal

HIMANSHUHARSH
NEW DELHI,JANUARY10

IN 2000, Ajay Kumar Dahiya al-
legedly killed his friend and ran
away with the latter's wife from
Delhi. Their relationship, however,
didn’tlast. Dahiya, stillon the run,
then relocated to Panchkula and
got married. For the next 25 years,
he moved his family to multiple
locations, assuming multiple
identities, to stay off the police
radar. His luck ran out this week.

On Tuesday morning, the
Delhi Police nabbed Dahiya, now
59, from Kala Amb,atown nestled
along the border of Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh, where he had
been selling tea. A team from the
Crime Branch arrested Dahiya
who had evaded capture for over
two decades, said DCP (Crime
Branch) Satish Kumar.

Recounting the case, the DCP
said a woman, Krishna Sethi, re-
ported the disappearance of her
daughter-in-law on July 1, 2000.
“She suspected that her daughter-

in-law, Saroj, had an affair with a
man named Ajay Kumar Dahiya
and the two of them had mur-
dered her son Ashwani Sethi,” the
DCP said.

Ashwani’s body was subse-
quently found in Dahiya’s village,
BirdhanainHaryana’s Jhajjar, with
gunshot wounds. “Dahiya lured
Ashwani to his village and shot
him dead,” DCP Kumar said.

Dahiya and Saroj initially hid
in Baddi in Himachal Pradesh,
where he worked as a labourer.
“He would frequently fight with

Saroj so she left him in 5-6
months,” said DCP Kumar.

Dahiya then relocated to
Panchkula in 2001 and got mar-
ried, said police. He also took on
the alias “Sompal” and forged an
Aadhar Card, the DCP said.

In2008, he and Saroj were de-
clared proclaimed offenders.

In July 2024, a Crime Branch
team led by Inspector Sanjay
Kaushik was tasked to track him
down. “Since it had been almost
25years...finding himbased onan
old picture was tough... He used

multiple fake identities, changed
his locations almost every year,
and kept a low profile,” an officer
part of the operation said.

“Following trails of his old
records, we went to his previous
hideouts and then to his village...
After tracking his family mem-
bers, we started tapping into their
phone calls,” the officer said.
Among the calls, the team grew
suspicious of one caller and
through further technical surveil-
lance traced it to Kala Amb.

For three days, the team

camped there. On January 7, the
trap was set and Dahiya was ar-
rested from his tea stall.

“He was living with his wife
and four children - three sons and
adaughter...Every time someone
decent-looking went to his tea
stall, he would hide inside his
home... under the bed or behind
the almirah,” said a police officer
who was part of the operation.

Dahiya’s wife told police that
insuch situations, “he feared that
police had come to arrest him for
his crimes”.

behind the operations. It also ex-
plained the timing of the email,
citing examinations being con-
ducted in schools, which would
result in a large number of stu-
dents congregatingin the targeted
schools.

As part of their investigation,
the police from the South district
checked the emails and found that
the user had sent the hoax using
Gmail.

“Using technical surveillance,
police traced the location of one
of the students and brought him
in for questioning. He eventually

told investigators that the emails
had been sent by him and some
other students,” said a police
source familiar with the probe.

Theinitial probe indicates that
all students are from the same
school. “They are tech-savvy and
would send emails using VPN,”
said the source.

Delhi schools have received a
spate of such threats over the past
few months, which mostly have
turned out to be hoaxes. A blast,
however, took place last October
outside the CRPF school in Rohini.
No one was hurt in the incident.

Suspected Al Qaeda
operative arrested near
Ranchi by Delhi Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

AN ALLEGED AQIS (Al Qaeda
Indian Subcontinent) operative
was arrested near Ranchi by the
Delhi Police Special Cell, in a joint
operation with the Jharkhand
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS),
about a fortnight ahead of
Republic Day celebrations.

Officers said the accused,
Shahbaz Ansari (21), had been
on the run since last August.

He had escaped during a po-
lice crackdown on alleged AQIS
operatives during which 11
people, including alleged
mastermind DrIshtiyag Ahmed,
aradiologist, were arrested after
raids were conducted across
three states — Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand — the
Delhi Police had said.

Ansari was allegedly being
trained in weapons handling,
along with six others, in an al-
leged AQIS camp in the forests of
Chopanki, which comes under
Rajasthan’s Bhiwadi, when Delhi
Police raided the location in
August.

“Ansari managed to escape
during the raids in August
and had been on the run. He
was being tracked across
the Mewat region and Uttar
Pradesh. Recently, information
was received showing his
location in Lohardaga, near
Ranchi. He belongs to
Jharkhand,” a senior police offi-
cer with the Special Cell (New
Delhi Range) said.

During the August raids, Dr
Ahmed and two others were
nabbed from Ranchi while six
were arrested from Bhiwadi.
Police said Ansari was the sev-
enth member.

An AK-47 rifle, a .38 bore re-
volver, live cartridges of various
calibers, a dummy Insas
rifle, an air rifle, and a hand
grenade were also confiscated
in August.

“Dr Ahmed was aspiring to
declare Khilafat and execute se-
rious terrorist activities within
the country,” the Delhi Police
had said in a statement.

Ansari is currently in Ranchi
and will be brought to Delhi
on a transit remand, a police of-
ficer said.

Cash awards to all top three winners
from each of the 11 districts
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Golden opportunity for Delhi voters on
the occasion of 15th National Voters Day
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Registered Electors of Delhi having valid voter ID, Aadhaar Card or School/College 1D
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Competition Format
The quiz will be conducted online (accessible via computer, laptop, or mobile). The
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Workers paint over the names of political leaders after the Election Commission imposed
the Model Code Of Conduct ahead of Delhi elections, Friday. Praveen Khanna

Cong writes

to Delhi CEO,
seeks directive
to police to act
without bias
during polls

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

A DELEGATION of the Delhi
Congress, led by state unit chief
Devender
Yadav, met the
Delhi Chief
Electoral
Officer (CEO)
Friday seeking
that written
instructions

be issued to
the police toact
in an unbiased
manner during
the electoral
process and
maintain disci-
pline on polling day.

In a letter to the CEO, the
party also sought that directions
be issued to smoothly manage
polling without unnecessary de-
lay in constituencies that would
see higher voter turnout to en-
sure there are no long queues
and late night voting. It added
that no deletion or addition in
the voters list should be carried
out without proper verification.

“Ithad been experienced that
Congress workers are mostly ha-
rassed by police in disguise of the
model code of conduct, whichis
against electoral practices and
healthy democratic process,”
Yadav wrote.

He added, “You are also re-
quested to take into the account
the above-mentioned concerns
by issuing directions in writing
to police to maintain discipline
by acting in an unbiased manner
and to follow directions issued
by the Election Commission qua
activities carried out by workers
of political parties inside/outside
polling stations, including put-
ting tables, party flags, symbols
and other material so that un-
necessary harassment of party
workers may be avoided.”

Yadav said the Delhi CEO as-
sured the delegation that its de-
mands will be addressed fairly.

DPCC chief
Devender
Yadav.

Amit Mehra

AAP-BJP tussle over
Purvanchalis continues,
Congress too wades in

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE DELHI BJP’s Purvanchal
Morcha protested outside for-
mer Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s residence Friday, ac-
cusing him of making deroga-
tory remarks against the
Purvanchali community and de-
manding a public apology.

The protest saw the participa-
tion of several BJP leaders includ-
ing NDMC member Dinesh
Pratap Singh, Purvanchal Morcha
President Santosh Ojha, Laxmi
Nagar MLA Abhay Verma,and MP
Manoj Tiwari, alongside party
supporters. Protesters clashed
with police as they attempted to
breach barricades; police used to
water cannons to disperse them
and detained several people.

At the Mandir Marg police
station, Tiwari met the detained
protesters and criticised Kejriwal
for his alleged insults toward
Purvanchalis, autorickshaw driv-
ers, and slum dwellers.

Addressing the media, he
called Kejriwal's remarks a reflec-
tion of his “mental imbalance”
and vowed that the Purvanchal
community would mobilise to
oust him from power in the up-
coming elections. “Sanjay Singh,
being a Purvanchali himself,
should confront his leader for
branding them deceitful,” he said.

NDMC member Singh ac-
cused Kejriwal of consistently un-
dermining the dignity of the
Purvanchal community, referenc-
ing hardships during the Covid
lockdown as evidence of neglect.
Ojhaalleged Kejriwal had treated
the community as a mere vote
bank while prioritisingillegal set-
tlements of Rohingyas and
Bangladeshis in the city. Verma
decried the marginalisation of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh migrants,
asserting their contributions were
instrumental in running the city.

AAP, in response, empha-
sised its developmental achieve-
ments, particularly for the
Purvanchal community. Kejriwal
highlighted efforts to transform
unauthorised colonies, build in-
frastructure, and improve pub-

As payback for AAP’s ‘Haryana ka Ial, Manohar Lal &

Nayab Saini among state s BJP bigwigs to hit Delhi trail

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 10

WHILE CONTESTING the Haryana
Assembly polls last year, the AAP
had projected its chief Arvind
Kejriwal’s Haryana roots in its
campaign, calling him “Haryana
ka lal”. It is now the turn of the
Haryana BJP brass to take the bat-
tle to the AAP’s bastion in Delhi.

The BJP has deputed 16 sen-
iorleaders from Haryana, includ-
ing former and current ministers,
to campaign for the February 5
Delhi polls. Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini and Union Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar feature on
this list in view of the significant
chunk of Punjabi and OBC voters
in the Capital.

ABJPleader said Khattar and
Saini would play a “major role” in

the BJP’s Delhi campaign, espe-
cially after they ensured the “dec-
imation” of AAP in the Haryana
polls, where the Congress was
the BJP’s principal rival.

The AAP’s “Haryana ka lal”
pitch — centred on Kejriwal be-
ing from the Bhiwani district of
the state — failed to deliver results
inthe Assembly polls, as the party
managed to garner only 1.76%
votes with most of its 89 candi-
dates forfeiting their deposits.

For the Delhi poll campaign,
the BJPhasasked its Haryana lead-
ers to focus on “achievements” of
the Saini government, besides un-
derlining the BJP’s performance in
the Haryana polls, where it se-
cured a third consecutive win.

BJP sources said Khattar,
Saini, Haryana BJP chief
Mohanlal Badoli and Union
Minister of State Rao Inderjit

Delhi BJP’s Purvanchal 7!
Morcha protested outside
Kejriwal’s residence, Friday.

lic services such as education
and healthcare.

Accusing the BJP of failing to
deliver for Purvanchalis while
exploiting divisive rhetoric, he
said: “BJP deletes their votes and
calls them infiltrators, while we
have uplifted their lives with tan-
gible developments.”

AAPMP Sanjay Singh accused
the BJP of hypocrisy, stating that
while they label Purvanchalis as
“Rohingyas” and “Bangladeshis”,
they simultaneously attempt to
garner their votes. Singh cited ex-
amples of vote deletions and al-
leged the BJP was trying to create
fake votes in favour of its workers
while disenfranchising long-term
residents from Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. “Our government has
ensured respect and dignity for
the Purvanchal community, un-
like the BJP’s politics of exclusion,”
Singh asserted.

Meanwhile, the Congress at-
tempted to woo the Purvanchal
votebase by promising a dedi-
cated ‘Sharada Sinha Ghat’ along
the Yamuna banks for Chhath
Puja, elevating it to a festival akin
to the Maha Kumbh, if the party
returns to power.

Bihar Pradesh Congress
Committee president Dr
Akhilesh Prasad Singh criticised
both AAP and BJP for treating
Purvanchalis as mere vote banks.

Highlighting the Congress’
role in Delhi’s development, he
condemned the Kejriwal govern-
ment’s handling of the pandemic,
which forced Purvanchalis to
make their way home from Delhi
on foot. Healso called out BJP chief
J P Nadda for equating Purvan-
chalis with illegal immigrants.

@ 2025
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KEJRIWAL HITSOUT AT BJP, AMIT SHAH FOR ‘FAILING TO CONTROL DELHI’'S CRIMF’

AAP’s latest poll promise: Funds for

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

IN A fresh poll promise, AAP na-
tional convenor Arvind Kejriwal
Friday announced that Delhi’s
Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs) will be given funds to
hire private guards if his party re-
turns to power in the February 5
elections.

Speaking to mediapersons,
Kejriwal said guidelines on the
amount to be provided to RWAs
and the number of guards to be
appointed by using the funds
will be laid down later.

Accusing BJP and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah of fail-
ing to control crime in the
Capital, he said, “Over the past
several days, people from across
Delhi have been coming to meet
me. |, too, have been traveling
across Delhi, talking to people.
The BJP-led Centre, especially
under Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, has turned Delhi into
the crime capital of the country.”

The crime rate has “skyrock-
eted” with “rampant” thefts, rob-
beries, chain snatching and even
gang wars being reported, he
added. “Women now find it dif-
ficult to step out of their homes.
People are extremely scared and
feel highly insecure. The BJP and
its central government have no
concern for the people of Delhi.
They actively hate the people of
Delhi, and this hatred is the rea-
son why the BJP has not been
able to come to power in Delhi for
the past 27 years,” Kejriwal said.

Asserting that the 2 crore
people in Delhi were like family
to him, he said their safety was
the top priority of the AAP. “If 2
crore people of Delhi are hurt, I
am hurt. These 2 crore people

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal. Praveen Khanna

are my family, and they are suf-
fering due to a lack of adequate
security measures. If someone in
Delhi suffers, Kejriwal feels the
pain. We cannot sit silently in the
face of this,” he added.

“I have been assuring people
across the city that if the AAP
forms the government, all RWAs
will be provided with appropri-
ate funds from the government
toappoint security guards in their
areas. A systematic approach will
be developed to ensure fairness
and proper implementation,”
Kejriwal said, adding that these
guards would complement the
existing security measures.

Maintaining that “no one can
replace the police”, Kejriwal said:
“...we do not intend to do so...
these security guards will help
maintain basic safety in neigh-
bourhoods. For instance, if a thief
tries to escape after committing
a crime, these guards can catch
them. They will also ensure that
unauthorised individuals do not
enter the area.”

He also mentioned AAP’s plan
to build upon the existing safety
measures, such as installation of
CCTVsacross Delhi, to effectively
manage security challenges.

In response, the BJP accused
Kejriwal of making “false” prom-
ises again.

BJP’s Parvesh Verma, who is
up against Kejriwal from the
New Delhi seat, in a post on X,
asked the AAP chief if he re-
membered his previous prom-
ises to RWAs in 2018 and 2022.

Ahead of the MCD polls in
2022, Kejriwal had promised to
grant “financial and political pow-
ers” to RWAs with their own “mini
councillors”. Before the 2015
Assembly polls, he had promised
local area development funds af-
ter giving legal status to the RWAs
by passing a bill in the Assembly.

United Residents Joint Action
(URJA) president Atul Goyal said,
“We appreciate the announce-
ment but some promises were
made earlier as well, which makes
itdifficult to fully trust this one.”

B S Vohra, president of North
Delhi RWA Federation, added:
“Last time, it was promised that
councillors would be appointed,
but we are still waiting for them...
Itwould be fine if funds were pro-
vided for private guards and hope
previous promises by the party
would also be met.”

WITHPTIINPUTS

RWAs to hire private security quards

‘BJP to make Bidhuri
CM face, notorious
for abusive language’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

CHALLENGING THE BJP to reveal
its chief ministerial candidate for
Delhi, Chief Minister Atishi on
Friday claimed the party’s likely
choice for the post was its Kalkaji
candidate, former MP Ramesh
Bidhuri — her principal opponent
from the seat, also her home turf.

Terming Bidhuri “notorious
for his abusive language”, Atishi
sought to compare the former
three-time Tughlakabad BJP MLA
and the AAP’s “CM candidate
Arvind Kejriwal”, urging the peo-
ple to “decide whether they want
a progressive, professional leader
or someone whose reputation is
built on offensive behaviour”.

Atishi told mediapersons,
“Reliable sources have revealed
that the ‘Gaali Galauch Party’ has
decided to make Ramesh Bidhuri,
the leader who uses the most abu-
sive language, its chief ministerial
candidate. Tomorrow, they might
announce their candidates, and
within two to three days, they will
declare Ramesh Bidhuri as their
chief ministerial face.”

The AAP has also put up
posters, asking the BJP — while re-
ferring to it as the ‘Gaali Galauch
Party’ —toreveal its CM candidate.

While talking about the con-
dition of roads in Kalkaji, Bidhuri
had, at an event headlined by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
last Sunday, said on stage: “Just

audit plan that is implemented

like we improved roads in Okhla
and Sangam Vihar, we will defi-
nitely make all roads in Kalkaji as
smooth as (Congress MP)
Priyanka Gandhi’s cheeks.”

He then targeted Atishi for
dropping her surname Marlena
and using Singh instead.
“Marlena has become Singh...She
changed her father. She was
Marlena earlier, but has become
Singh now,” he had said. Atishi
had dropped her surname in
2018. Her father is former Delhi
University professor Vijay Singh.

On Wednesday, Atishi said,
“..inthe ‘Gaali Galauch Party’, the
person who uses the most inde-
cent language and most abuses
progresses the fastest. Ramesh
Bidhuri used abusive language
in Parliament, words so indecent
that no civilised person would
use them. He abuses even his
own party members. Everyone
knows how he abused and phys-
ically assaulted Purvanchali
leaders of his party.”

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva, reacting
toaposter released by AAP depict-
ing the BJP brass and running
them down, termed it “cheap”.

Alleging that Kejriwal “haslost
his mental balance out of fear of
losing power”, Sachdeva said:
“The poster youreleased today re-
flects your desperation and char-
acter, Kejriwal ji. The BJP con-
demns this and demands that if
you have evena shred of morality
left, you take it back...”

the report before the legislature.

Amid ‘Sheesh Mahal’ row, 2 look at CAG’s scope

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE COMPTROLLER and Auditor
General of India (CAG) is again in
the spotlight amid a political row
triggered by its report on the cost
of renovation at the office and res-
idence of ex-CM Arvind Kejriwal.

As The Indian Express reported
lastweek, the CAGislearnt to have
shown that starting from prelim-
inary estimates of Rs 7.91 crore,
the total cost of the work on the
premises of 6, Flag Staff Road
stood at Rs 33.66 crore when the
PWD completed it in 2022. The
CAG's findings have sparked awar
of words between the BJP and
AAP ahead of the Delhi Assembly
polls next month.

The CAG, which is the coun-
try’s supreme audit body, has sub-
mitted a dozen audit reports to
the Delhi L-G in recent years. But
the AAP government has not laid
them in the Assembly, triggering
a backlash from the BJP whose
MLAs have approached the High
Court. Some of these reports, in-
cluding performance audits on
several burning issues such as
liquor supply in Delhi, prevention
and mitigation of air pollution,
and functioning of the Delhi

ABJP leader said Nayab Singh Saini and Manohar Lal Khattar
would play a ‘major role’ in BJP’s Delhi campaign. Archive

Singh would be assigned specific
campaign duties for the Delhi
polls. Several BJP leaders have
also been assigned various areas
in Delhi for poll management.
Union Minister and Faridabad
MP Krishan Pal Gurjar has been
given the responsibility of all 10
Assembly seats falling under the
South Delhi parliamentary seat,
while Haryana Education

Minister and Panipat Rural MLA
Mahipal Dhanda has been given
charge of West Delhi. Narwana
MLA Krishan Bedi, Israna legisla-
tor Krishan Lal Panwar and for-
mer MP O P Yadav have been as-
signed Trilokpuri, Kondli and
Badli, respectively.

Other BJP leaders roped in for
the party’s campaign in various
Delhi seats include former

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Archive
6, Flagstaff Road, where Kejriwal lived when he was CM

Transport Corporation, were pre-
sented to the L-G four years ago.
Hereisalookat how the CAG
chooses subjects for
audits, how reports are
prepared, and what
happens afterwards:

EXPLAINED

What are the

grammes; and financial audit, or
certification of government’s ac-
counts and the accounts of PSUs.
| Howdoesitselect
audit subjects?

Before finalisinga sub-
ject, it follows a risk as-
® sessment procedure that

various types of
audits CAG conducts?
The CAG conducts three kinds
of audits: compliance audit, oran
assessment of whether provi-
sions of the applicable laws, rules,
and regulations, and various or-
ders and instructions issued by
the competent authority are be-
ing followed; performance audit,
or an assessment of the imple-
mentation of schemes or pro-

Haryana Assembly Speaker Gian
Chand Gupta (Model Town), for-
mer ministers Kamal Gupta
(Chandni Chowk), Banwari Lal
(New Delhi), Manish Grover
(Greater Kailash), ] P Dalal
(Bijwasan),and Kamlesh Dhanda
(Palam). Former Sirsa MP Sunita
Duggal and former MLAs Bisham-
ber Singh and Aseem Goel have
been assigned Deoli, Ambedkar
Nagar and Karol Bagh.

The caste composition of
Delhi’s electorate — which has a
significant presence of Punjabis,
Jats, Gujjars, Brahmins and Dalits
— too seems to have played a
part in the BJP’s pick of leaders
from Haryana.

Saini belongs to the OBC Saini
community while Khattar and
Grover are Punjabis. Gurjar be-
longs to the Gujjar community,
Badoli is a Brahmin while Goel,

accounts for various fac-
tors such as size of the outlay of a
project, what’s being written in
newspapers about the issue, and
its own inspection reports over
the years. It also consults guide-
lines laid down by the Intern-
ational Organisation of Supreme
Audit Institutions that spell out
what is of relevance to citizens.
Based on these criteria, the
CAG’s office approves an annual

Kamal Gupta and Gian Chand
Gupta are from the Baniya com-
munity. Dalal is a Jat, while
Bishamber Singh belongs to the
Valmiki (Dalit) community.

“Alarge number of people
registered as voters in Delhi live
in Gurgaon, Faridabad, Sonipat,
Rohtak and Jhajjar. Those work-
ing in Haryana are well aware of
the BJP’s governance model in the
state since 2014, and have friends
and relatives in Delhi. The
Haryana results will have an im-
pact on Delhi polls,” a senior BJP
Haryana leader told The Indian
Express.

Sources in BJP said the party's
Haryana leaders have been told
to focus on urban as well as ru-
ral areas besides the people liv-
ing in slums.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

in the field offices. There is also
an Audit Advisory Board that
meets twice a year and suggests
subjects and methodologies for
audit. The government or courts
canalso recommend CAG audits.

What happens after the CAG
selects a subject?

Once a subject is chosen, the
CAG holds an entry conference
with the department or organi-
sation being audited. At this con-
ference, CAG officials inform the
body concerned about matters
such as their plans for the audit,
the methodology to be followed,
and a tentative timeline. They
also seek assistance in accessing
records and documents.

After the audit, officials from
the auditor general’s office hold
an exit conference to share their
findings with the department or
organisation and seek their re-
ply. The entry and exit confer-
ences are held for every per-
formance and compliance audit.
CAG shares adraft report with the
department audited. Normally,
the departmenthas torespondin
six weeks. Thereafter, the CAG
signs the reportand sendsitto the
government (President or Gover-
nor). Then the government lays

What does the Constitution
say on tabling a CAG report?
Article 151 provides for laying
CAGreportsin Parliament or state
legislatures but no time limit is
specified. A CAG report becomes
public only after it’s laid in the
House. The Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) examines the
selected reports and seeks a re-
sponse from the government. The
PAC also asks the government to
take action on the recommenda-
tions and submit an report.

Do CAGreports have
any impact?

The audit reports highlight
losses to the exchequer, proce-
durallosses and also provide rec-
ommendations that play a key
role in changing rules and proce-
dures. Among the CAG reports
that have had a big impact in re-
cent decades is the one on li-
cences and allocation of 2G spec-
trum, tabled in November 2010.
It had a massive political effect,
damaging the image of the
Manmohan Singh-led UPA gov-
ernment that was ultimately
voted outin 2014.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Tahir Hussain seeks interim
bail from HC to contest polls

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

FORMER AAP councillor and
2020 Northeast Delhi riots ac-
cused Tahir Hussain, who joined
the AIMIM last month and is due
to contest the Delhi Assembly
elections from Mustafabad con-
stituency, Friday moved the
Delhi High Court seeking interim
bail from January 14 to February
9 to participate in the polls.
Initially listed before the court
of Justice Amit Sharma, the court
recused itself from taking up the
matter. The plea was then listed
before Justice Neena Bansal
Krishna but could not be taken
up. The matter is now expected
to be taken up on Monday.
Hussain, who hasbeenin cus-
tody since March 16, 2020, faces
charges of killing Intelligence
Bureau staffer Ankit Sharma dur-
ing the 2020 Northeast Delhi ri-
ots. AAP suspended him after he
was named anaccused in the case.

The ex-AAP
councillor
hasbeen
fielded by
AIMIM

Hussain is seeking interim
bail to “fill nomination papers
and also for canvassing and cam-
paigning.” While candidates can
file nominations till January 17,
pollingis scheduled to take place
on February 5.

Submitting that all candi-
dates must be “treated with par-
ity and afforded equal opportu-
nities to participate in the
electoral process,” Hussain said
in his plea that canvassing forms
an “integral and indispensable”
part of the electoral process.

To make his case, he has also
relied on the SC judgment in
favour of AAP national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal in 2024, when it
had granted him bail to partici-
pate in the Lok Sabha polls.
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SAVARKAR DEFAMATION CASE

Rahul Gandhi appears
virtually before Pune
court, granted bail

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE, JANUARY 10

APUNE court Friday granted bail
to Congress MP and Leader of
Opposition (LoP) in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi in a case
filed against him for allegedly
defaming Hindutva ideologue
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar.
Gandhi appeared before the
MP/MLA court, presided over by
special judge Amol Shinde,
through video conferencing,.
The court granted him bail on
a surety bond of 325,000.
Congressleader MohanJoshi from
Pune stood as surety for Gandhi.
Savarkar’s grandnephew
Satyaki Savarkar filed a com-
plaint before a magistrate court
in Pune against the Congress MP
for allegedly making defamatory
remarks against Savarkar during
in London on March 5, 2023.
The case was later trans-
ferred to the MP/MLA court.
Despite the court’s order that
Rahul Gandhi “must personally
appear”, he remained absent
during the previous hearings. His
lawyer Milind Pawar told the
court that Gandhi could not ap-
pear due election campaigns and
Winter Session of Parliament.
Satyaki’s lawyer Sangram
Kolhatkar filed an application
seeking a non-bailable warrant
against Gandhi and that action
be taken against him under IPC

Section 174.

Advocate Pawar argued being
LoP in Lok Sabha, Gandhi’s pres-
ence for the Parliamentary ses-
sion was important and so he
may be exempted from appear-
ing before the court. Court al-
lowed the plea and ordered him
toappear onJanuary 10. Advocate
Pawar told the court Friday morn-
ing that Gandhi would appear
through video conferencing.

But advocate Kolhatkar ar-
gued there was no provision in
law that allows first appearance
of the accused before the court
virtually, on the basis of a
Maharashtra government noti-
fication dated December 19,
2024, regarding the “High Court
of Bombay Rules for Video
Conferencing for Courts 2022".

After hearing both sides, the
court rejected Kolhatkar’s appli-
cation. Soon, Rahul Gandhi ap-
peared virtually before the court.

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

oV

A Navratna Company

Corporate Office: A-11, Sector-24, Noida-201301
(CIN-L74899DL1974G0OI007417)
Phone — 0120-2412294 | Extn.: 3411

Ref. No. 10-2024-25-MOP-02EW Date: 11.01.2025
NOTICE INVITING GLOBAL E-TENDER

Bids are invited for supply of loose bulk fertilizers as detailed below:

E-tender No. Product [ir?%ll'T] coast | o o
Muriate of |30,000] ECI | 27.01.2025
2025_NFL_223681_1| potash (MOP) [30,000] et | till 11:30 Hrs IST

For details, visit websites: www.nationalfertilizers.com or
https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app. Corrigendum/Addendum, if
any, shall be published only on above websites. DGM - I/c (I1I&IP)

UJVN LIMITED

{An Uttarakhand Govl. Enterprise), H.0.: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh,

[,./J

L

R.O.No.- 17

CIN Ne. U40101UR2001 SGCOZ5E66, Website: weaw. ujvnleom
Date: 10.01.2025

e-Tender Time Extension Notice-02
Dua o unavoidable reason, date of e-Bid MNIT Mo.: O0SEE[CiVE-
1) Srikot/2024-25 invited by office af the Executive Engineer (Civil-1) SHP,
UJIVN Limited, Srikot-Snnagar, Districl- Paur Garhwal, ara hearaby
extended as follows:-

Last date for online submission of bid :16.01. 2025 up o 1700 Hrs.

Last date for submission of bid in hard copy : 17.01.2025 up 1o
16:00 Hrs

Date of opening of Bid : 18.01.2025 upto 16:00 Hrs.

All pther lerms & conditions of tender shall remain unchanged, For Fuller &
Further details kindly visit a-procuremant portal "hitp:ffuktenders.gov.in™

Executive Engineer [Civil-l)

“Avoid wastelul use of Electricity”

5 Road, Dehradun-248006, Telephones.: 01352763808, Fax- 0115 63508,

“INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE FORCE”

(MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS)
GOVT. OF INDIA

RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF ASSISTANT COMMANDANT

(Non Ministerial).

Name of Post

IN THE COURT OF THE PRINCIPAL
DISTRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGE AT
CHIKKABALLAPUR
A, 5. No. 0372017

APPELLANTS; Jyothi Vidyanikethan Trust

Mersug-
RESPOMDENTS: M's Educomp Salutions Ltd
and anothes,

NOTICE

Appaal AL S Mo, 033017 fram the Arbitration
Awird dited D8-02-2017 passed aganst the
appellant 15 pending on the Tk of the learmed
Prancipal Digtrict and Sessions Judge ot
Ghikkaballapur, Chikkaballapur District,
Karratika, PIN Code B6Z 101

RESPOMNDENTS 1 AND 2
1. M= Educomp Salutions Lid., Mo 1211,
Padma Tower-l, #5, Rajendra Palece, Mew
Delhi 110 008. 2. Lakshdeep Investments amd
Finances Put. Ltd_, #3, Marayan Bailding, 23,
LM Road, Dadar |East|, Mumbai PE§ 400014,
Tiha natica that the ahove mentaned appaal is
pendang in this cowt as A, 3. Mo, 032017 and
that tha 31-01-202%5 has been fixed by this
court, for the hearing of ths appeal.
W no appearance 15 made on your beball by
yoursell, wour pléader, o by someons by law
attlsarined o At for you in thes appeal, itwill be
heard and decided in your shsénce
Given undes my hand and the seal of the Coirt,
anthisO7-01-2025
By order of the Court, Ve Cheaf Adminéstrative
(fficar, Principe! District & Sassians  Court,
Chikkaballapur District.

Arhocata for Pettionar;

P5. BABU MARAYANA

# 40, Gesthamandr Read, N.RB. Extenbon
Chimtamann Gity, Ksmotaka- 563 125,

IN THE COURT OF THE PRIMCIPAL
DISTRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGE AT
CHIKKABALLAPUR
Commi, A, 5 No. 01/2021
APPELLANTS: Jyathi Widyanikethan Trust

Aersuz-

RESPOMDENTS: M/ Educomp Solutions Lid
and anathar.

NOTICE
Appeal m Comm. A, 5. Mo, 0172021 from the
Arbitrafion Awostd disted 15-02-2017 passed
against thir appeBant is pendmg an the fle of the
tearmod Piincipal Distnct and Sessiong Judge at
Chikkaballapur, Chikkaballapur District,
Karnataka, PIN Code 562 101

RESPONDENTS 1 AND 2

1. /s Educomp Solutions Ltd, Mo 1211,
Padma Toweer-l, #5. Rajamdra Paface, Mew
Oethi 110008, 2, Lakshdeep Investmenis and
Finances Put, Ltd., #3, Nerayan Building, 23.
LM Rozd, Dadar (East), Mambai PIN 20001 £,

Taka notica that the shove mentioned appest iz
pending in this court as Coemim, & 5.0, 07,2021
and that the 31-01-2025 haz been ficad by thiz
court, for tha hearing of this appaal.
It no appearance & made on your behas by
yoursell, your pleader, or by someana by
authorized to act for yow in this appeal, i wall ba
heard and dackded in your absence
Grean urdar my fand and the ssal of the Court
an thes O7-01-2025
By arder of the Court, Chief Adminisiralive
Dificers, Principal District B Sesziong Cour
Chekkaballapur Distrct,

Advacate Tar Patitiones

PS5 BABU NARAYAMNA

g, Geetharmandir Rozl, WA, Extention
Chintamani City, Kamataka- 563 125

(TELECOMMUNICATION)

Assistant Commandant
(Telecommunication)

Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force invites online applications from male and female eligible Indian
citizens to fill up 48 vacancies of Assistant Commandant (Telecommunication) Group A Gazetted Post

2. Details of vacancies are as under:-

Total vacancies

48

UR ’SC'ST'OBCiEWS'
21 :7'3'13i4i

3. Total vacancies includes backlog vacancies and may increase or decrease due to administrative
reasons without any notice. ITBP reserves the right to make changes in sequence of the recruitment
process after publication of this advertisement. ITBP also reserves the right to cancel or postpone the
recruitment at any stage without assigning any reason.

4. Pay Scale-Level-10 (56,100-1,77,500) in the Pay Matrix as per 7th CPC.

5. Applications from candidates will be accepted through ON-LINE MODE on ITBPF Recruitment
website i.e. https://recruitment.itbpolice.nic.in only. No offline application will be accepted. For
detailed information about pay and allowances, eligibility conditions. procedure of filling online
application form, recruitment procedure and tests etc. the applicants are advised to go through the
advertisement appearing in the above website. The applicants are advised to go through eligibility
criteria carefully before applying.

ONLINE APPLICATION MODE WILL BE OPENED W.E.F. 21.01.2025 AT 00:01 AM AND
WILL BE CLOSED ON 19.02.2025 AT 11:59 PM.

CBC-19143/11/0038/2425

Sd/-
DIG (Rectt.)
Directorate General, ITBP

File No. Admin-12011(16)/4/2024-eoffice

Government of India

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Directorate General of Health Service
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization

(Drugs Section)

EaR S S S S S S S S S S S S

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare invites application from eligible candidates
for filling up the following posts at Central Drugs Testing Laboratory, Hyderabad.
The last date for receiving the applications will be within 60 days from the date of
publication of this advertisement in the Employment News.

2. For further details please visit Ministry's website https://mohfw.gov.in or
CDSCO website https://cdsco.gov.in.

SI. Name of Pay as per No. of Method of
No. the Post 7th CPC Post Recruitment
1. | Deputy Director | Pay Level 12 of 7th CPC | 1 (one) | Deputation (Including
(Rs. 78800- 209200) Short-Term
Contract) / Promotion
2. | Senior Scientific | Pay Level 11 of 7th CPC | 1 (one) | Deputation (Including
Officer (Rs. 67700- 208700) Short-Term
Contract) / Promotion
3. |Scientific Officer| Pay Level 10 of 7th CPC | 1 (one) Deputation
(Rs. 56100- 177500)

Frafe ufRioTe yaees, Jfre-9
BeACaeTe UUS fEoiTge Aol
3R Yo o forerdt (PR1)

(30 90 JARBR BT IUHH)
2-97hEAIR (ﬁ;_s_'z T A ToreRt),
facet 3, AERAYR
vee Frter: 8.3~ 38dt, Fafass,
MAAITIR, AETH
Y. 500 :-91-9999094522

e-mail id:- pmu9cds@gmail.com

T=Aih: 19/E-Tender/07
feei.: 07.01.2025
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GOVT. HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL AT
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25.01.2025 % U= 15:00 & Th
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TIHR % e-procurement & JTTEE
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IMPORTANT NOTICE ISSUED BY POWERGRID IN PUBLIC INTEREST
Possibility of accident/loss of life from

High tension power lines due to Kite Manjha

Flying Kites near
High Voltage Electric Lines
can bhe hazardous

Hesidents of areas of MNational Capital Region Delhi (NGR) such as
Maharani Bagh, Chilla Gaon, Nanakpura, [TO, Shastri Nagar, Pandav Nagar,
Krishna Nagar, Geeta Colony, Laxmi Nagar, Garhi Mandhu, Sonia Vihar,
Majnu ka Tila, Shastri Park, Chauhan Patti, Harampur, Gandhi Nagar,
Pusta, Loha Pul, Ganesh Magar, eic., besides Meerut-Ghaziabad area of
Uttar Pradesh, various areas/villages of Haryanma, Khandawali and
Ballabhgarh, Bahadurgarh, various areas/villages of Jaipur (Rajasthan)
such as Meemka Thana, Bassi, G Road, Hirapura, Chaksu, Jagatpura,
Phagi, Latsot, Tonk Road are hereby informed that high tension power lines
of 765000, 400000, and 220000 volts are passing nearby your village. It
has been observed thal these high-tension power lines are often getting
tripped due to kite flying which causes loss to the public due to
disruption in electricity supply.

It is also informed to all of you that this banned kile sfring may also
prove to be fatal if it touches the power line, Many such fatal incidents
hawve already taken place in the past years. Both buying and selling of this
banned kite string is an offence under law and can be punishable with fine
or imprisonment of both if caught. Therefore. the general public and all the
villagers are requested not to let their children or relatives fly kites near
these high-tension power flines. POWERGRID will not be liable for any
accident or loss of life or property refated to this.

issued by
POWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD

(A Government of india Enterprise)
Northarn Reg.-1 HQ, SCO Bay No. 5t 10, Sector-16A
Faridabad - 121002 {Haryana) Ph.: 0129-26666500

AIR FORCE JUNIOR SCHOOL

AIR FORCE STATION NEW DELHI
(An English Medium Co-Education School)

Recruitment Of PRT (For empanelment only)

1. Air Feree Junior School invites application for the postof PRT (Regular).

2. Eligiblity for the post and other relevant details are available on the website
af AF School www.racecourseschools in. Applications must be recelved by

mail airforceschools@gmail. com/drop box at Main Guard Room, Air Force
Station, Race Course, New Dethi-03 on or before 28 Jan 25.

3. Chairman, School Management Committse resarves the nght of cancelling
the selection process at any stage even after the advertisement without any
notice or 3ssigning any reason

Chairman

School Management Committee

AIR FORCE SCHOOL NARAINA

AIR FORCE STATION NEW DELHI

(An English Medium Co-Education School)

1. Air Force School Naraina inviles applications for the post of PRT & PRT (Games)
(Regular].

Z; Eligibility for the post and oiher refevant defails are available on the webssde of AF
{afendelhim@gmail com)idrop box at Main Guard Room, Alr Force Station, Race
Course, New Defhi-03 on or before 28 Jan 25,

3. Chasrman, School Managemenl Commitiee reserves the right of cancelling the
seloclion process at any stage even afler the advertisemant without any notice or
3353QNing any reason,

Chairman
School Management Committee

TERTHAT SAAT TeEUE
frgferemera, SO (7.0.)

E-mail : mchhatrasaluniversity@gmail.com
Website : https://mcbu.ac.in

A Maharatna PSU

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
ENERGY DEPARTMENT

Invitation of application for the post of Managing Director
in Odisha Hydro Power Corporation Limited (OHPC)

Odisha Hydro Power Corporation Limited (OHPC),
incorporated as a hydro power generating company of Odisha in
1995 is functioning under Energy Department, Govt. of Odisha.
OHPC beginning with an installed capacity of 1273.53 MW, now
has installed capacity of 2099.8 MW. OHPC is an ISO
9001:2008, 1ISO 14001 and OHSAS 18001 certified Gold rated
State Public Sector Undertaking with 6 (six) projects within the
State and one inter-State project in operation. OHPC is also
promoting investment in renewable energy projects through
GEDCOL (a wholly owned subsidiary of OHPC). The Company
is also taking up new hydro power projects on its own including
the Pumped Storage Projects and Small Hydro Projects.

The Energy Department, Govt. of Odisha is seeking qualified
and experienced candidates for the post of Managing Director
for Odisha Hydro Power Corporation Limited (OHPC) in its
Corporate Office located at Bhubaneswar. The pay will be Cost
to Company (CTC) pattern and shall be in line with the industry.
Performance based service conditions and Market Based
Salary (MBS) structure shall be offered, wherein the CTC
ranges between Rs.35 Lakhs to Rs.70 Lakhs per annum. Over
and above this, the post carries additional facilities like official
vehicle, Company accommodation/HRA, Medical facilities,
broadband & telephone facilities, etc as per the rules of the
Corporation. The Pay protection will be allowed only to the
officers from the Central/State Governments/CPSEs/State
PSUs or any other Government Organization.

This position is on full time contract basis for a period of 05 (five)
years or up to the age of 63 years, whichever is earlier. The
Managing Director being the Chief Executive of the Company
shall be accountable to the Chairman, Board of Directors,
Government of Odisha.

Detailed requirement for the position along with the application
format is available in the Energy Department, Government of
Odisha website https://energy.odisha.gov.in

Complete application in the prescribed format with enclosures
and a passport size photograph should be sent to the Principal
Secretary to Govt., Energy Department, Kharavela Bhawan,
Bhubaneswar-751001 by Speed post/Registered Post only so
as to reach by 28.02.2025. Envelope containing the application
should be super-scribed as “Application for the post of
Managing Director, OHPC”. Outstation candidates appearing
the interview will be provided Economic Class Air fare for to & fro
journey on submission of original documents.

Principal Secretary to Govt.
Energy Department, Kharavela Bhawan,
Bhubaneswar-751001

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, DELHI
OLD ST. STEPHEN'S COLLEGE BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE,

DELHI-110006
Helpline No. 1800-111-400 and 1950: www.ceodelhi.gov.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDATES (FORM 26) IN GENERAL ELECTION TO

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NCT OF DELHI 2025

It is for information of General Public that the affidavits in Form-26 being filed by the candidates
(in all 70 Assembly Constituencies of NCT of Delhi) in the General Election to Legislative Assembly

of NCT of Delhi 2025, have been uploaded and is available on the website of CEQO, Delhi 1.e.
(www.ceodelhi.nic.in). The affidavits, inter-alia, contain information about the candidate's

educational qualification, movable & immovable property, Court cases including conviction &
sentence, Government dues, other liabilities etc.

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0362/24-25
For voting, your name in the Electoral Roll is mandatory

NO VOTER TO BE LEFT BEHIND

sd/-
(Rajesh Kumar)
Spl. Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi

forsTa= 36, 246/99T./fAFTa=/2025 B, Toiew @ 09.01.2025
NerfUTeR HaT o HETAh ATEATU ok UGT W

Heft et =g fomma 2025

HEST BET sraar@ue, faafaemes, saq (1.9.) % e
Tt 3 10 T 3 Srerfors Gent % werh ST %A T
40 TaT o Hieft widlf & Fgfem o feraforenem sem™ s (UGC)
Fr Frerffea srared st & smdeT o feaie 11.02.2025
| 5 o7 deh AEd oy stta 81 fogmfua get 1 gferm foamor
ﬁmw% -

TETIH TTEATUR — 40 Ug - (SII-YRNfE-04, STEafaemE-04,
ERARIE-04, S0ST-04, JHUST-04, WIHATE-04, TOMG-04, A
Safaq™ -04, Wifdwema-04, GuRTE-04) T 9ai 1 foeqa
foraruT/Tere yus/amHT= e ud vrd eTife forarfeener it Sereree
https://mcbu.ac.in T 39 2|

H.Y. HTEH/118258/2025 FHodatad

GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL
CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
EXCISE, ENTERTAINMENT &

LUXURY TAX DEPARTMENT

L-BLOCK, Vikas Bhawan, IP Estate,
New Delhi-110002

PUBLIC NOTICE

In the event of General election to
Delhi Legislative Assemble 2025
Department of Excise, Entertainment &
Luxury Tax, GNCT of Delhi has set up
a 24X7 Control Room-Cum Complaint
Monitoring Cell. The designated land
line numbers for registering complaints
are 011-23370705, 011-23379752
and e- mail id is dcexcise@nic.in.
The identity of the complainant shall
not be disclosed.

Sd/-

(Tanvir Ahmad)

Deputy Commissioner Excise
Govt. of NCT of Delhi

DIP/SHABDARTH/CLASSIFEED/0360/24-25

SECCEED

s N Rl

Zonal Office :
Om Shanti Complex
Opposite zila School,
Muzaffarpur-84.2002
DEMAND NOTICE

Motice under Sec. 13 (2) of The Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002
Senton 31.12.2024 by Regd. Post/Speed Post/Courier

To,

1. Mr Manoj Kumar Banka S/o Shri Motilal Banka (Borrower)

2. Mrs. Poonam Devi Banka W/o Manoj Kumar Banka (Borrower!
Mortgagor),

3. Mrs Preeti Devi Banka W/o Amil Kumar Banka (Borrower

Morigagor),
4. Mr Amit Kumar Banka S/o Shri Mofilal Banka (Guarantor), All above

(1,2.3 & 4) resident at Mohalla- Sikandarpur, Ward No. 13, Mear Krishna
Talkies, beside Devi Dayal Singh, PS- Town Anchal Mushhar, Dist

Muzaffarpur-842001
5. Mr Santosh Kumar Poddar 5/o Late Mali Kam Poddar (Guarantaor),

resident at Sutapatti, P5- Town, PO- HPO, Anchal- Mushhari, Disl

Muzaffarpur-842001
Sub: Loan Alc 501556720308 with Indian Bank Jawahar Lal Road

Branch, Muzaffarpur.
You committed default in repayment of loans o the wne of

R5.19,43.278.00 with further interest at the agread rate from 30.12.2024

till date of repayment
The Bank, issued notice under the Acton 30.12.2024 calling upon you to

repay the outstanding amount of Rs.19,43,.278.00 as on 30.12.2024 The
nolice was sent 1o you by "Regd post™courier™speed post has been
returned unserved. A copy of the same is aflixed al Sikandarpur, Ward
Mo. 13, Near Krishna Talkies, baside Davi Dayal Singh, PS- Town Anchal

Mushhari, Dist Muzaffarpur-842001
You are called upon to pay Rs 19,43,278/-( Rupees Nineteen Lakhs Forty

Three Thousand Two Hundred and Seventy Eight only) together with
interest from 30.12. 2024 till date of payment within 60 days from the date
of this notice failing which Bank, will be constrained to exercise rights of
enfercement of security interest as against the secured assets given in
the schedule hersunder, This Notice Is without prejudice to any other
nght'remedy avallable to the Secured Creditor.

“We draw attention to the provisions of Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI

Act and the Rules framed there under which deals with your rights of

redemphon over the securnbes”
This MNotice is without prejudice 1o any other remedy available to the

Sacured Creditor including its right to proceed with the proceadings
presantly panding before DRT/RO of DRT/DRAT/Court and proceed with
the execution of order/decree obtained/to be obtained.

The Specific details of the assets in which security interest is created are

enumerated hereunder
Mortgaged Assets : Sale Deed No. 31069 dated 28.11.2012, Property

Located Mohalla- Sikandarpur, Ward No. 13 Mear Krishna Talkies,
bezide Devi Dayal Singh, PS- Town Anchal- Muoshhari, Dist-
Muzaffarpur- B42001. Khata No.- 214, Khesra Mo.- 1762, Thana no-473
Area 2 Decimal, Boundary- North: Mr Devi Dayal Singh, South: Mr
Satyanarayan Sabarmal, East : Digar Khariddaar, West - Road 10 feetin
the Mame of Mrs Poonam Devi Banka Wio Manoj Kumar Banka And Mrs
Praeti Devi Banka W/o Amil Kumar Banka. The Authorised Officer

S Chiaf Managar of Indian Bank
el | | ]
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No tree felling in
Mumbai’s Aarey
without our nod: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE SUPREME Court Friday or-
dered the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation’s (BMC)
Tree Authority not to allow fur-
ther tree felling without the top
court’s permission in Mumbai’s
Aarey Colony, where a Metro car
shed that triggered protests is lo-
cated.

A bench of Justices Abhay S
Oka and Aravind Kumar said if a
request came up, the Authority
could process it and approach
the Supreme Court for further
orders.

The order came after the
Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (MMRCL) told the court
that there was no pending pro-
posal to cut more trees in the
area. The SC had asked the
Maharashtra government to in-
formif there was any proposal to
fell more trees in Aarey.

The SClisted the hearing next
on March 5.

On October 4, 2019, the
Bombay HC dismissed petitions
challenging the decision of the
BMC’s Tree Authority to allow
felling of 2,185 trees, and trans-
plantation of 460, on a 33-
hectare land at Aarey for the con-
struction of a depot for the Metro
Phase 3 project. Following the
HC order, the felling of trees be-
gan on October 4 night itself. This
led to protests and even saw ten-
sions between the then ruling al-
lies BJP and Shiv Sena.

Subsequently, the SC took
cognisance of a letter by some
law students, who raised the is-
sue and registered it as a Public
Interest Litigation. Hearing it, the
SC ordered a status quo.

In April 2023, the SCimposed
afine of Rs 10 lakh on MMRCL for
trying to “overreach” its order
permitting the felling of only 84
trees and instead cutting down
177.

SC relief for JEE (Advanced)
aspirants who dropped out
of courses from Nov 5to 18

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday permitted students who
dropped out of their courses be-
tween November 5 and 18,2024,
to register for the JEE
(Advanced), to do so.

Abench of Justices B R Gavai
and A G Masih passed the order
after noting that a press release
by the JAB (respondent number
2)onNovember 5,2024, said the
students who cleared their Class
12 board exams in 2023, 2024
and 2025 would be eligible to
take the JEE(Advanced) but this
was withdrawn 13 days later.

The new statement from JAB
dated November 18 said only
those who clear their Class 12
examin 2024 or 2025 will be el-

igible. Some students dropped

out of their course during this
believing they would sit for the
exam and cannot now be preju-
diced by denying that, the court
held.

“Itis clear thatin the press re-
lease dated November 5,2024,a
clear promise was made to the
students that those who had ap-
peared for the 12th standard ex-
amination in the academic year
2023, 2024 and 2025 would be
eligible to appear for the JEE
(Advanced) entrance examina-
tion. If the students acting on the
said representation have
dropped...the withdrawal of the
promise on November 19,2024,
cannot be permitted to act to
their detriment,” the Supreme
Court observed. ENS

Kerala MLLA Anvar joins TMC months PM Modi to visit
after ruling CPM Snaps tles with him

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JANUARY 10

KERALA'SINDEPENDENT legisla-
tor PV Anvar, who snapped ties
with the Communist Party of
India (Marxist)-led Left
Democratic Front in September,
Friday joined the Trinamool
Congress. The decision was an-
nounced by TMC national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee on X.
“Awarmest welcome to Shri
PV Anvar, the esteemed MLA
from Nilambur, Kerala, as he
joins the @AITCofficial family.
His dedication to public service
and his advocacy for the rights of
the people of Kerala enrich our
shared mission of inclusive
growth. Together, we will strive
for a progressive India where
every voice matters and every
dream is realized,” he wrote.
Anvar joins the TMC a year
ahead of the assembly elections
in Kerala. A two-time CPI(M)-
backed legislator, Anvar had a
falling out with the party after he
openly revolted against the
Pinarayi Vijayan government,
particularly about the function-

‘:-

TMC general secretary Abhishek Banerjee (centre) with MLA

PV Anvar (left) on Friday. P11

ing of the chief minister’s office
and his political secretary, P Sasi.
In September, the party an-
nounced it had snapped ties
with the Nilambur MLA.

Anvar then formed a collec-
tive Democratic Movement of
Kerala, and fielded a candidate
in the November by-election in
Chelakkara, although it failed to
make any impact as CPI(M) re-
tained the seat.

Since his falling out with the

CPI(M), Anvar has been scouting
for asylum, even unsuccessfully
trying to cozy up to the
Congress-led United Democratic
Front. He was arrested earlier
this week after he led an attack
on the divisional forest office at
Nilambur after a tribal youth was
trampled to death by a wild ele-
phant but was eventually
granted bail. The arrest drew
criticism from the Opposition,
including the Congress.

Shivaji Statue collapse: Bombay
High Court grants bail to sculptor

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Friday granted bail to sculptor
Jaydeep Apte, who was arrested
in September, 2024 for the col-
lapse of the 35-foot statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in
Sindhudurg district in August,
last year.

The court granted bail on fur-
nishing a personal bond of Rs.
25,000 among other conditions.

A single-judge bench of

Justice Nitin R Borkar on Friday
granted bail to Apte, who had

filed bail plea through advocate
Ganesh Sovani. Apte had ap-
proached HC after the sessions
court rejected his bail plea. The
bench said that as the probe was
complete in the case, his incar-
ceration was not required.

In December, the HC had
granted bail to structural consult-
ant Chetan Patil, arrested in con-
nection with the August 26,2024
Shivaji statue collapse that was in-
augurated on December 4, 2023,
at the Rajkot Fort in Malvan.

Justice Anil S Kilor, granting
bail to Patil had observed that
there was no case made out to
implicate Patil as he had not
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E-NOTICE INVITING TENDER

RN RAILWAY

farm far the fodlowing work.

For and on bahalf of President of India, Sr. Divisional Electrical Enginesr (RS0,
Morthamn Reilway, Dalhi Division, Mew Dedh) invites E- Tender' in prescribed tendsr
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Fighting to make
Azam Khan respect

women: Jaya Prada

Moradabad: Former MP and
film actress Jaya Prada said she is
fighting a court case to teach a
lesson to Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan to respect
women. She said while times
have changed, it is not easy for
women to get justice.

The actor made the remarks
in Moradabad where she was
Thursday for a hearing. She was
called for her statement against
former MP and SP leader ST
Hasan atan MP-MLA court. PTI

NIT No. :

MADHYA PRADESH JAL NIGAM
(A Govt. of Madhya Pradesh Undertaking)
“8" Arera Hills, Bhopal - 462004, Ph. : 0755-2579034, 2579874

Website : www.mpjalnigam.mp.gov.in, E-mail : mpjalnigam@ mp.gov.in

CIN : U41000MP20125GC028798
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M.P. Madhyam/118240/2025

MANAGING DIRECTOR

been appointed as the statue's
structural designer and had only
submitted a structural stability
report for the pedestal of the
statue, which was intact even af-
ter the collapse.

The sessions court had ob-
served that the collapse of the
statue within a few months of its
construction prima facie spoke
upon the quality of work.

Apte, in his plea, claimed that
the sessions court failed to con-
sider that the FIR was filed in
haste by a civil engineer who had
no expertise in metallurgy and
the case was not based on any
scientific report.

- TMC suspends
ex-MP Santanu

Sen, ex-MLA

Arabul Islam

Kolkata: The Trinamool Congress
has suspended its former Rajya
Sabha MP Santanu Sen and for-
mer Bhangar MLA Arabul Islam
for allegedly breaching party dis-
cipline and engaging in anti-
party activities, senior party
sources said Friday.

TMC vice-president and
spokesperson Jay Prakash
Majumder confirmed the sus-
pension to The Indian Express.

Senis known tobe close tothe
party’sall-India general secretary
and Lok Sabha MP Abhishek
Banerjee. Sen said, “They should
say what anti-party activities [ was
engaged in or what discipline I
breached... Whatdid Idowrong?”

The other leader suspended
from the party, Arabul Islam, had
been suspended once before for
six years. Itwas later revoked, and
in the last panchayat election, he
became a member of Bhangar
Panchayat Samiti. ENS

France in Feb, take
part in Al summit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PARIS, JANUARY 10

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will embark on a state visit
to France and then participate in
the AlSummit to be held here in
February, President Emmanuel
Macron has said.

“France will be hosting on
February 11 and 12 the Al
Summit, a summit for action,
which will enable us to have a
discussion on artificial intelli-
gence,” Macron said. Even
though Macron said February 11
and 12, the “Al Action Summit” is
tobe held on February 10and 11.

“Prime Minister Modi will be
there immediately after the state
visit to our country. This (the Al
Summit) will enable us to have a
dialogue with all the powers, IEA,
US, China and major nations such
as...India which has arole to play
aswell as the Gulf States,” he said.

He presented his foreign pol-
icy for 2025 and spoke on a
number of topics, including its
equation with the US post-

Trump win, according to his
speech livestreamed on
France24.

Modi’s last meeting with
Macron was on November 18 on
the sidelines of the G20 Summit
inRio de Janeiro, Brazil. It was the
third meeting between the two
leaders in 2024, after President
Macron’s visit to India as the
Chief Guest for the Republic Day
celebrations in January.

During the November 2024
meeting, the two leaders reaf-
firmed their commitment to ad-
vance the India-France Strategic
Partnership as well as their
shared vision for bilateral coop-
eration and international part-
nership, outlined in the Horizon
2047 roadmap and other bilat-
eral declarations.

They commended the
progress achieved in bilateral co-
operation, including in strategic
areas such as defense, space and
civil nuclear energy, and com-
mitted to accelerating it further
with a view to reinforcing their
shared commitment to strategic
autonomy, the MEA said.

Singapore President on India visit from
Jan 14 to 18, two skilling pacts on table

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

INDIA AND Singapore will likely
sign two skill development
agreements during President
Tharman Shanmugaratnam’s
visit from January 14 to 18.

This will be Shangmug-
aratnam’s first state visit to India
and the first by any Singapore
president to India in 10 years.
Thelast visit was by former pres-
ident Tony Tan King Yam in
February 2015.

President Tharman'’s visit
commemorates the 60th an-
niversary of the establishment

of India-Singapore diplomatic
relations. He will likely visit New
Delhi and Odisha.

In New Delhi, besides meet-
ing President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, he is likely to meet
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, Road
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari, Health Minister ] P
Nadda, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnav and Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Skill
Development Jayant Chaudhary.

He will be traveling to

Bhubaneshwar to meet Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi and visit the Konark tem-
ple. One of the two pacts on the
table is on skilling in semicon-
ductors in Odisha.
Shangmugaratnam will con-
fer the Honorary Citizen award
to Tarun Das, former DG of CILI.
India-Singapore relations were
elevated to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership during PM
Modi’s visit in September 2024.
Singapore is India’s largest
trade partner in ASEAN and a
leading source of FDI. There s col-
laboration between India and
Singapore to establish skill devel-
opment centres in various sectors.

Stalin’s struggles amid growing challenges
— alliance differences to governance ‘gaps’

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JANUARY 10

DESPITE SCORING resounding
wins inmultiple elections in Tamil
Nadu in recent years, the M K
Stalin government is now facing
mounting challenges on various
fronts ranging from the DMK or-
ganisation and party-led alliance
to the state administration.

Last week, tension within the

. ruling alliance flared up after for-

mer state CPM secretary K
Balakrishnanlaunched a scathing
attack on the DMK-led govern-
ment, alleging the state police de-
nied the CPM permission for hold-
ing a rally during the party state
conference in Villupuram.

Addressing the conference,
Balakrishnan asked: “CM M K
Stalin, have youimposed an unde-
clared emergency in Tamil Nadu?”
Balakrishnan’s remarks gave am-
munition to the Opposition, in-
cluding the AIADMK and the BJP,
following which DMK mouth-
piece Murasoli published a front-
page piece castigating him for at-
tacking CM Stalin despite having
access to him.

Subsequently, senior DMK
leader A Raja went after
Communist leaders, saying at an

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Tamil Nadu
Chief
Minister

M K Stalin

event that the ideology of com-
munism declined as its leaders
turned “selfish and corrupt”.

Hitting back atRaja, the CPM’s
new state secretary P
Shanmugam rejected his allega-
tions against the communist lead-
ers as “unfair and unfounded”.
Shanmugam also echoed
Balakrishnan'’s criticism of the
DMK-led government’s alleged
bid to curb protests in the state.

The Stalin government has
been plagued by several incidents
of police high-handedness and
administrative lapses, which are
alleged to have betrayed “sys-
temic gaps in governance”.

The hooch tragedies in
Villupuram (May 2023) and
Kallakurichi (June 2024) claimed
about 70 lives. The state suffered
several cases of major violence like
the Kallakurichi bus burning inci-
dent in 2022 over the death of a
school student. Last year, state BSP

president K Armstrong was mur-
dered. Later, the state witnessed
outrage over alleged sexual as-
sault on a student in Anna
University, in which the FIR leak
fuelled public and judicial ire.

Despite the police swiftly ar-
resting the culprits in both the
Armstrong murder case and the
Anna University sexual assaultin-
cident, Chennai Police commis-
sioner A Arun allegedly exacer-
bated the rows by saying that “we
will teach them (rowdies) in the
language they understand”.

Ramu Manivannan, former
political science professor of
University of Madras said, “This
could be separated from the rul-
ing party (DMK). Systemic corrup-
tion caused this tragedy on sucha
scale,” he said. “But when the
same tragedy repeats...it suggests
serious flaws in the government’s
preventive measures.”

On the controversy involving
the Chennai police chief,
Manivannan said: “Who lets him
speak beyond his brief? Tackling
crime is your job under the law.
There’s no need to boast about us-
ing some other language... The
lack of political briefing for the po-
lice turned the Anna University
case against the government, even
after the accused was promptly

arrested.”

Another row erupted follow-
ing arecent press conference by V
Varun Kumar, Trichy’s SP, who de-
manded an apology from Naam
Tamilar Katchi (NTK) leader
Seeman for allegedly making
defamatory remarks against him.
“Varun had the right to pursue le-
gal action against Seeman or his
party members. But who let him
speak like a politician against an-
other politician at a press confer-
ence? It sets a bad precedent
within the police force, and back-
fires on the government...” said a
senior home ministry official.

Some DMK ministers like K
Ponmudy are alleged to have
“dented” the government’s image
by using “insulting language” a
events. “There is no fear. If some-
thing goes wrong, nobody is held
accountable. That's why we fail to
prevent many avoidable tragedies
and controversies,” said a senior
government secretary.

Several leaders acknowledge
Stalin's “accessibility and empa-
thy as his distinguishing qualities”.
However, a DMK MP said, “A CM
alone cannot bridge systemic gaps
in governance. The CM should
tighten the nuts and bolts of the
system.” FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

to immediately instruct the Station
House Officers under his command
and jurisdiction and also depute the
personnel required to inspect the
mines and wherever machinery is
found... shall be seized, and an inven-
tory of all stock of material shall be
drawn up and shall be reported to this
court by tomorrow (Friday).”

The court remarked that it was con-

strained to assign the task to the police

because the mining department offi-
cials “did not appear inspired to act on
the court’s orders”.

Earlier, following the perusal of the
report, the court reprimanded officers
and said, “The report and the photo-
graphs clearly demonstrate complete
lawlessness by the miners and are proof
of local administration turning a blind
eye to the transgression. Further, the re-
port and the photographs, prima facie,
demonstrate that further mining oper-
ations, which have already damaged
dwelling houses, are likely to result in
landslides and definite loss of lives.”
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18TH PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS CONVENTION CONCLUDES IN BHUBANESWAR

Indian diaspora integral to vision
of Viksit Bharat y 2047: Murmu

to participate in the event.

PARIKSHA PARTICIPATION

THE DEPARTMENT of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, which
comes under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying headed by Union Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh, has
asked all its officers and staff to participate in the 8th edition
of ‘Pariksha pe Charcha’, an annual event in which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi interacts with students, teachers and
parents in a town hall-format meeting. The event is likely to
be held this month. In an order issued with the approval of
the competent authority on Thursday, the department also
“requested” the officers and staff to encourage their children

DATE CLASH

THE SANGH Parivar is unhappy with the announcement of
Delhi elections on February 5, which falls in the Kumbh Mela
period. In a statement, VHP national spokesperson Vinod
Bansal said the poll schedule would deprive many devout
Hindus from Delhi from exercising their franchise since they
would be in Prayagraj. “Kalpavasi Hindus cannot leave the
holy land of Prayagraj for the whole month. It is necessary to
evaluate and think about all these things. Will all those Hindus
of the Capital not be deprived of their voting rights,” he asked.

150-YR CELEBRATIONS

ONE OF the oldest scientific institutions in the country, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) will complete 150 years on
January 15. Several events have been planned to commemo-
rate the contributions of the department, which was set up in
1875.The IMD has invited several neighbouring nations, includ-
ing Pakistan, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
and Maldives among others, for the 150th anniversary celebra-
tions, which will be attended by PM Narendra Modi.

SAD accepts Sukhbir’s
resignation, polls for
new chief on March 1

First time in 29 years that a Badal is
not at helm of oldest regional party

RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, JANUARY 10

THE SHIROMANI Akali Dal (SAD)
working committee on Friday
accepted the resignation of
Sukhbir Singh Badal as the party
chief, nearly two months after he
submitted the papers and four
days after the Akal Takht
Jathedar asked it to implement
the religious body’s December 2
edict as soon as possible.

The working committee also
announced a new membership
drive on January 20 and said an
election for the new party pres-
ident will be held on March 1,
general secretary Daljeet Singh
Cheema said. He said Balwinder
Singh Bhundar will continue as
the party’s working president
until a new president is elected.

Sukhbir, who was first
elected party president in
January 2008, remained in the
role for 16 years: he was unani-
mously re-elected every five
years. Before him, his father,
Parkash Singh Badal, served as
SAD president from 1996.

Sukhbir reporters after the
meeting, “When I was to go to
the Akal Takht Sahib, I had made
up my mind to go as a humble
Sikh. But it (my resignation) was

Ram Mandir replica vs Babri Masjid copy: Game

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, JANUARY 10

A MONTH after a Hindu outfit
backed by local BJP leaders in
West Bengal's Murshidabad dis-
trictannounced the construction
of a replica of the Ayodhya Ram
Temple, efforts to go through
with the plan have picked up
pace.

A Trust for the construction
of the temple was formed on
Wednesday, with its president
saying that the “bhoomi pujan”
ceremony would be held on
January 22, exactly a year since
the temple in Ayodhya was con-
secrated. TMC MLA Humayun
Kabir, whose comments about
building a Babri Masjid in

Sukhbir was
party chief
since 2008

not accepted due to some rea-
sons. The working committee
should start a new membership
drive and thereafter,a new pres-
ident can be elected.”

On December 2, the Akal
Takht ordered Sukhbir and other
leaders to serve religious punish-
ment for the “mistakes” com-
mitted by SAD and its govern-
ment in Punjab from 2007 to
2017.

The Akal Takht also directed
SAD's working committee to ac-
cept Sukhbir’s resignation as
party chief .

Sukhbir served the punish-
ment on December 3, however
the SAD working panel had not
accepted his resignation, which
he had tendered in November 16
last year, until now.

Akal Takht Jathedar Giani
Raghbir Singh had on January 6
questioned the Akali Dal on de-
lay in implementing the order
pertaining to accepting the resig-
nation of Badal as party chief and
on reorganisation of the party.

Murshidabad sparked the BJP
and Hindu Right’s initial re-
sponse about building the tem-
ple, meanwhile, said a Trust for
the construction of the mosque
would be set up in February.

These developments come
two months after communal
tension flared up in Beldanga in
Murshidabad forcing the ad-
ministration to impose pro-
hibitory orders and an Internet
ban. According to the 2011
Census, Muslims make up
66.27% of the population in
Murshidabad district, which
borders Bangladesh.

“The ‘bhoomi pujan’ will take
place on January 22. We have
identified the land and will
shortly finalise it. Villagers will
donate about 28 to 30 bighas of

Diaspora will help
define our image
asaresurgent
civilisation: EAM

SUJIT BISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY 10

TERMING THE “Viksit Bharat
2047” initiative a “national mis-
sion,” President Droupadi Murmu
on Friday called for “proactive and
enthusiastic participation” of all
Indians, including the diaspora, for
achievingit.

In her valedictory address at
the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in
Bhubaneswar, where she also
presented the Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman, Murmu said India’s vi-
sion for a Viksit Bharat aligned
with its growing stature on the
world stage, particularly as alead-
ing voice for the Global South.

This vision was about creating
an ecosystem that not only meets
India’s needs but also contributes
to global well-being, she said,

President Droupadi Murmu, Odisha Governor Hari Babu Kambhampati, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi in Bhubaneswar. P11

adding, “The Indiandiasporaisan
integral part of this vision.”
“Your global presence gives
you a unique perspective and
your achievements place you in
a position to significantly con-
tribute to the realization of a de-
veloped India,” the President
said. “The diaspora, whether
through entrepreneurship, phi-
lanthropy, or knowledge-shar-
ing, will play an essential role in

achieving this vision,” she added.
On safeguarding the interests
of Indians abroad, she said the
government has launched a
number of missions to assist
those in distress. She also praised
the Odisha government’s deci-
sion to appoint a nodal minister
to engage with the diaspora for
projects and investments.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said India at present

approaches the world with the
twin perspectives of “India First”
and “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(world is one family)”. “When
India progresses, so does one-
sixth of humanity. When we do
global good, our own people stand
equally to gain. This isnow an era
of greater inter-dependence... In
many ways, it is the diaspora that
will help define our image as a
resurgent civilization,” he said.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

H-1B: Trump set to take
office, Indians in US say
‘cautiously optimistic’

SUJITBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR, JANUARY 10

AMID THE debate and a surge in
backlash against H-1B Visa pro-
fessionals by far-right groups in
the US, the Indian diaspora there
supported the visa programme
saying it brings skilled workers
from across the globe.

At the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas in Bhubaneswar, members
of the diaspora that The Indian
Express spoke to say they are wait-
ing for policies of the new admin-
istration under President-elect
Donald Trump to be clearer.
Trump will be sworn in as the
47th President of the US on
January 20 — his second term.

Trump’s re-election in
November brought renewed fo-
cus on the programme, with two
groups of his supporters battling
over whether stricterimmigration
controls were needed.

Sharad Lakhanpal,a Lucknow-
based doctorwho has beenliving
in the US for the last 40 years and
is now an American citizen, said
the business class there need the

‘Event a powerful expression of India’s commitment
to strengthening ties Wlth her children across world’

INHER virtual address as the chief
guest at the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas Convention in
Bhubaneswar, Trinidad and
Tobago President CHRISTINE
CARLA KANGALOO called herself
“adaughter of the Indian diaspora,
anational of Trinidad and Tobago,
and a citizen of the world.”

In an exclusive email inter-
view with DIVYA A from Port of
Spain, Kangaloo, who was
among the recipients of this
year’s Pravasi Bharatiya Samman
Awards, talks about the India-
Trinidad ties, the role of the
Indian diaspora, and how she re-
grets missing out on her first-
ever India visit. Edited excerpts:

India was one of the first
countries to establish
diplomatic relations with
Trinidad and Tobago (T&T),
which gained independence
from the United Kingdom in
1962. What do you think
about the trajectory of the
relationship so far?

Trinidad and Tobago'’s ties
with India go back well before
our countries established diplo-
matic relations in 1962: they go
back to May 30, 1845, when the
first ship — the Fatel Razack —
carrying 225 Indian indentured
workers reached the shores of

Trinidad, then a British colony.
For 72 unbroken years there-
after, more than 1.43 lakh
Indians came from states such as
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West
Bengal, reshaping Trinidad and
Tobago’s social, demographic,
economic and cultural land-
scape forever.

Our countries, therefore,
share unerasable historical ties
and the relationship has always
been extremely close and cor-
dial. Our trade relations are now
robust, with T&T exporting iron,
steel, ammuonia, aromatic bitters
and other products to India,
while importing pharmaceuti-
cals, cashew nuts, fabrics and di-
amonds. And we also enjoy a
rich cultural cooperation.

India’s kindness and generos-
ity to the people of Trinidad and
Tobago are legendary and have
been shown time and again, in-
cluding during the pandemic,
when 40,000 doses of Covid-19
vaccines arrived here as a result
of the gracious response from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
aletter sent by our PM.

How do you view the
diaspora event (Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas)?

In hosting the event, the
Indian government and the peo-

THE EXPRESS
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ple give powerful expression to
their commitment to strength-
ening the ties between India and
all of her children throughout
the world.

It is impossible to overstate
how uplifting itis to members of
the Indian diaspora to know that
the country of our origin carves
out for us this sacred space dur-
ing the convention to reach
across the seas, to find us in
whatever parts of the world we
are, and to embrace us.

Vaishnaw: 50 Amrit Bharat trains
to be manufactured at ICF in 2 yrs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI, JANUARY 10

THE MINISTRY of Railways has
added 12 major improvements
on the Amrit Bharat Version 2.0
trains including modular toilets
and emergency braking system
and 50 such trains will be man-
ufactured at the Integral Coach
Factory (ICF) over the next two
years, Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said Friday.

The Union Minister, who in-
spected the ICF here, told re-
porters: “Very happy to see the
Amrit Bharat Version 2.0 (being

land. However, we are not re-
vealing the location right now. It
will be a replica of the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya. Though the
structure will be exactly like the
one in Ayodhya, the idols will re-
flect Bengali culture. Unlike in
Ayodhya, the idol of Sri Ram will
be accompanied by idols of Sri
Laxman and Sita Maa. Anidol of
Durga Maa will also be there,”
Ambikananda Maharaj, the
president of the Bongiyo Ram
Sevak Parishad Charitable Trust
told The Indian Express. BJP
spokesperson Debjit Sarkar is
one of the vice-presidents of the
Trust.

“The temple will also show-
case Bengali culture and tradi-
tion. It hurts when a section of
people say Ram is not a Bengali

Railway
Minister
Ashwini
Vaishnaw

manufactured here). As you can
recall, the Amrit Bharat Version
1.0 was launched by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi last
January 2024 and based on the
experience in the last one year,
many improvements have been
made in the Amrit Bharat
Version 2.0.”

Sharing some of the salient

\

features that have been im-
proved in the Amrit Bharat
trains, Vaishnaw said, “12 major
improvements have been done
in the entire train”.

“Semi-automatic couplets,
modular toilets, chair pillars and
partitions, emergency talk back
feature, emergency brake sys-
tem, continuous lighting system
like Vande Bharat trains, seats
and berths with new ergonomic
design have beenimproved,” he
said.

He said the entire pantry car
in the Amrit Bharat Version 2.0
trains have been built using a
new design.

Ambikananda Maharaj, leader of the Hindu outfit that wants
to build the Ram Mandir in Murshidabad; (right) TMC MLA
Humayun Kabir has called for building a copy of Babri Masjid.

god. We call on people of all
castes and creeds to support us
and visit the temple when the
work s finished. We will also in-
vite leaders of all political par-
ties, be it Adhir Chowdhury or

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Chief  Minister
Banerjee,” he added.
Last month, Humayun Kabir,
the MLA from Bharatpur in
Murshidabad, had spoken about
building the Babri Masjid.

Mamata

Have you visited India
before? What is your
impression of India?

Ihave not visited India before.
[ had been looking forward with
great anticipation to visiting India
for the first time, to attend this
year’s Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas.

My heartis filled with sadness
and regret that circumstances did
not make it possible for me to do
so (Trinidad and Tobago is under
astate of emergency after a surge
in gang violence).

My impression of India is
that it is a place of great beauty
and majesty.lama great admirer
of India and India’s remarkable
contributions to the world’s de-
velopment.

These include, among many
other legendary accomplish-
ments, the fact that the world’s
first university is said to have been
established in Takshashilain 700
BC; Ayurveda as the earliest
school of medicine known to hu-
mans; the art of navigationis said
to have been born in the Sindhu
river 6000 years ago; algebra,
trigonometry and calculus were
first developed in India. India is
one of the greatest countries.

More than 40 percent of the
population of T&T is made up
of ethnic Indians. What is it

that the community adds to
the culture, economy and
society of a multi-ethnic
country like yours?

The descendants of the
Indian indentured workers who
came here between 1845 and
1917 are now in their fifth and
sixth generations and form
nearly 427% of the total population
here — the largest numerical
presence of persons of Indian de-
scentanywhere in the Caribbean.
They constitute an integral part
of the economic, political and so-
cial fabric of the country.

As a developing nation, we
face many of the same chal-
lenges that other developing na-
tions do.

But Trinidad and Tobago has
the advantage of being able to
draw upon therich legacy of the
courage and the determination
of our citizens of Indian descent;
and we have, in doing so, been
able to create a stronger, more
resilient nation.

In addition, the Indian com-
munity has added tremendously
to our culture. Our music, reli-
gious festivals and food — all of
which the entire country partic-
ipates in and thoroughly enjoys
— have been heavily (and hap-
pily)influenced by our citizens of
Indian descent.

H-1B Visas and highly-skilled
Indians. “Thoughit’s a political is-
sue and we have a new presi-
dent—Trump — coming, we have
to see what his policies will be. I
don’t think Trump’s tenure will be
averse toIndiansas he hasalready
appointed many Indians in high-
level positions like Vivek
Ramaswamy inthe newly created
Department of Government
Efficiency,” said Lakhanpal.

SaradaPanda,an Odialivingin
Dallas for last 25 years — vice-
president at CitiBank — believes
the business class there needs the
Indian workforce. “Maybe that is
why there is a lobby there to in-
crease the number of H-1Bvisas,”
he said. Currently, there is an an-
nual cap of 65,000 visas/year un-
der the programme, with an ex-
tra 20,000 available to those
with amaster’s degree or higher
from a US university.

Hariaarjun Patro, a Dallas-
based businessman who is from
Odisha, said, “The US government
has been supporting profession-
als from outside countries like
India and other countries. It
should be continued.”

Odisha plans to
map blue-collar
workers who
migrated abroad

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha gov-
ernment has been planning to
conduct a census to find out the
number of blue-collar workers
who migrated to different coun-
tries to engage in various sectors,
said officials.

“We are planning to have a
census to map how many of the
blue-collar workers from Odisha
are going abroad... Thisis aimed
to help us plan for them...vari-
ous activities,” said Manoj
Ahuja, the Chief Secretary of
Odisha.

During a media interaction
after the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
concluded, Ahuja said the state
government has been trying to
upgrade skills of the blue-collar
workers.

Though there is no official
figure, sources said over one lakh
plumbers from Odisha’s
Kendrapara district are working
invarious countries. Kendrapara
is known to be the state’s
plumber capital.

Creating a database of the
workers is crucial amid reports
of exploitation faced by themin-
cluding their employers not pay-
ing them wages, detaining them
in adverse conditions and
snatching their database. ENS

Won’t defame CM Sawant’s wife:
AAP’s Sanjay Singh to Goa court

PAVNEET SINGHCHADHA
PANAJI, JANUARY 10

AAP LEADER Sanjay Singh on
Friday told a courtin Goa that he
would not make any defama-
tory statements against BJP
leader Sulakshana Sawant, the
wife of Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant, until January
24 or until Singh files a reply to
her plea against him, whichever
is later.

The submission was made in
connection with a defamation
pleafiled by Sulakshana Sawant
alleging Singh made defamatory

. AAP leader
i Sanjay Singh

statements during a press con-
ference by accusing her of in-
volvement in a “cash-for-jobs
scam”.

Sulakshana sought an in-
junction restraining Singh from
making public statements ma-
ligning her and sought Rs 100
crore in damages. The plaintiff
also asked that the AAP leader be

restrained from republishing or
sharing on social media the
video and transcripts of the press
conference.

The matter was listed before
the court of Adhoc Civil Judge
Senior Division in Bicholim,
North Goa, on Friday.

Singh’s counsel, advocate S
Bodke, also sought time to file a
written statement and reply to
the temporary injunction appli-
cation. The matter has been fixed
for January 24.

In the “cash-for-jobs” scam,
Goa Police filed at least 32 FIRs
and made 44 arrests as of last
month.

of one-upmanship in Bengal

Kabir told The Indian Express
that the Trust for the construc-
tion of the mosque would be
floated in February and the foun-
dation stone would be laid on
December 6, the day in 1992
when Hindu kar sevaks razed
the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya. The
Ayodhya temple has been built
at the site where the mosque
once stood.

“The Trust will be formed by
February. It will be a 300-mem-
ber body that will plan and im-
plement the construction of the
Babri Masjid. It will be areplica of
the Babri Mosque but on a
smaller scale. We have seena 12-
bigha land. The mosque will
come up on six bighas and a
small hospital with a guest
house will be built on the rest of

the land. We will lay the founda-
tion stone on December 6 and
the project is expected to be
completed in three years, by
2029 (the time of the next Lok
Sabha polls),” said Kabir, adding
that the mosque would come up
somewhere between Beldanga
and Rejinagar.

Asked how the mosque
would be funded, Kabir said,
“Many people from across the
districts are approaching me
with donations. I will personally
putinRs 1 crore of my money af-
ter selling some land. I
don’t think funds will be a prob-
lem.”

This is playing out at a time
when TMC chairperson and
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has attempted

to corner the BJP with its own
brand of temple politics by ex-
pediting the Jagannath temple
project in Digha, a coastal town
in Purba Medinipur district.

“In a district where we are
seeing demographic changes
and hearing separatist voices, if
Lord Ram stands guard, there is
nothing better. If one wants to
celebrate a foreign invader, it re-
flects that person’s mentality,”
said BJP Rajya Sabha MP Samik
Bhattacharya.

TMC state vice-president Jay
Prakash Majumder said the
mosque was Kabir’s personal ini-
tiative. “Anyone can build a tem-
ple and worship. However, since
BJPleaders are involved one has
to see whether it is another at-
tempt at divisive politics.”
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Government of Maharashtra
Directorate of Sports and Youth
Services, Maharashtra State

Purchase Of Sports Science Centre Equipment &
Providing Technical Manpower for Functioning of
Sports Science Centre in Nagpur, Nashik,
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar & Kolhapur under
Mission Lakshyavedh scheme

Directorate of Sports and Youth Services, Maharashtra
State, Pune is inviting Request For proposals from
interested Company/ Firm/LLP/Registered Trust
through e-tender for Purchase of Sports Science
Centre Equipment & Providing Technical Manpower for
Functioning of Sports Science Centre in Nagpur,
Nashik, Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar & Kolhapur under

Notice For Tender

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED

{Reed CHTice: PSEBR Head ChiTice, The Mall, Patinkz)

Corporate Fdentity SNomber: U40009PFEZ01050C 003515

Website: www pspelin, (Contmet Moo, Qbdb] 007151 )

Tender Ioguiry Mo, 6495 GHTPEMUO/SSMO-247 Db 09,00.20025
Iy, Chiel Engmeer/Electncal Maintenance Clirele, Guru Hargobind Thermal
Plani. Lehra Mohabbat, invites e<tender for Reclamation of Power Transformer
CHl wath LOW Besistivity & 1FT (Imter-Facial Tension) at GHTP, Lehra
Mohabbat as per detailed Scope of work méntioned in theé echnical
specilications

For dotatled NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproe.punjab.gov.in
from 14012025 from | 100 am omwarnds,

Note:  Cortigendum &  addendum, F any will be published onling o
hitps:/feproc.pun jab.gov.in
Mo, 40675/ PSP

GHTP 03/25%

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)

(RAILWAY BOARD)

No. 202WRS(ENTMIE Mew Dalhi, Dated: 09.01.2025

PUNMIABSTATE POWER CORPORATHON LIMITED

Hepd Cilee: FSEW Hewd €0 ce, Uhe Slall, Pmiimlp- 14704800

i LENIEITRTLL Rilemitiy Swmber: U0 DIFEPEERY 20 §iisd 0 it Y

Wl - 1 Te=i)

Woelwite; www papelin, (€ ontael S

Tender Enguiry No. 1749 MAMO/OEMPC-2624 Dated: 10,01 2025
Chief Engineer/O&M (P&P Cell-ll}, GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat-
151111 Distt. Bathinda invites E-tender for the Procurement of
Hydrogen Gas., Quantity as per NIT. For detaled NIT & tender
Specification please refer o https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
10=01-2025 at 17:00 hrs. onwards.

Note: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at
hitps://eproc.punjab.gov.in
No. 40680/PSPCL GHTP 04/25

INDIAN RAILWAYS NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement systems

Principal Chief Materials Manager, Northern Raibway, Mew Dealhi - 110001, for
and on behalf of the President of India, invites e<tenders through e-procurement

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Applications are invited under
scheme of

'One Station One Product' for setting up
A, Total Nine (09) Stall at: Gurgaon, Subzi Mandi, Palwal,
Delhi, Delhi Cantt, Panipat, Meerut City, Meerut Cantt. &
Delhi Shahdara stations,
B. Total Twenty Two (22)Trolley at: Delhi Sarai Rohilla,
Okhla, Faridabad New Town, Tughlakabad, Ballabhgarh,
Khekra, Noli, Baghpat Road, Baraut, Nangloi, Shakurbasti,
Julana, Sampla, Sakoti Tanda, Delhi Safdurjung, Shivaiji
Bridge, Tilak Bridge, Muradnagar, Deoband, Khatauli,
Partapur & Modinagar stations.
» The period for setting up of stall at Gurgaon, Subzi Mandi,
Meerut Cantt. stations per spell will be 90 days.
= The period for setting up to Trolley at stations mentioned in
(B) above will be 30 days per spell.

CORRIGENDUM Mao. 3 system for supply of the following ilems :-

Mission Lakshyavedh scheme * Registration fee for NSG 1, 2,3 & 4 stations will be charged

) . . Sub : E-open Global Tender Mo: 2023-TM-3 closing on 18.02.2025 for Design, ;
For the detailed Tender document, interested bidders| |manutacture, Supply, Testing & Commissioning of 138 nos. of ‘Dynamic Track HS,_,-‘_ TET;':“' Brief Description Qty, G'g;'gﬂ @ rate of Rs. 2000 for each spell of thirty days and for NSG 5
should visit http://mahatenders.gov.in. Tender submis- | |Stabilizer (DTS} along with Training of Indian Railway personnel and 3 years e ————— (Meerut Cantt. Khekra, Baghpat Road, Okhla, Julana,
sion would be online and the last date for submission of | |Pestwarranty AMC. y . 01 | 18249073 | craTIONERY 3750 REAM | 03-02.25 | | 5ampla, Khatauli, Shivaji Bridge, Tilak Bridge, Muradnagar,
h Is is 30th J 202 04.00 PM Some of the lerms and conditicns of the subject lender have baen modified and ' ) : - : :
the proposals is 30th January 2025 upto 04. upleaded on IREPS websile. The prospectve bidders are requested to visit | | 02 | 19242115 | GEAR WHEEL 65 TEETH 66 NOS 0s-0z.25 | | Deoband & Delhi Safdarjung) & NSG 6 (Sakoti Tanda &
doinr/2024-25/5563 Sd/- website: https:Nireps.gov.in for more d&m-l&m tor, Railway Stores (7y | | 12| 14250835 | REFRIGERANT R407C, 13764 Kes | osnzzs | | Partapur) registration fee will be charged @ rate of Rs. 1000
1D - issi rector, Raibway res .
gp Commissioner, EEAL 12512005 {Raitway Board) | | 04 | 77246604 | 37 DEGREE ANGLE PROBE 28OS | 100225 | | foreach spell of thirty days.

Sports & Youth Services, Pune

= The following are the eligibility criteria for participant viz.
a) Holder of Artisans/Weaver ID card issued by

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Mote : 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website Le. www.ireps.gowin E*xE

fordetails. 2. No Manual offer will be entertained, 1A
Tender Notice No. BB/2024-2025 Dated:- 10.01.2025 13172025 @ Development Commissioner Handicraft, Development
sriuTe® Afa=m &1 srafey SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE Commissioner Handloom, or by the requisite state/Central

arfior s fawn, &l ydved, gvEta (Ara=an) Government Authority.
| @'r’e?ﬂ?e?;ﬂ b) Individual artisans/weavers/craftsmen enrolled/
211:_3_ registered with Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development
. e . ) E-AUCTION NOTICE ' ia Limi i
i @ e, F wAved, evEi W T fafae gene e wEn- RWD/PMGSY/ET/2024-25/01 fras _ R EEEi _ Federation of India Limited (TRIFED)/ M_anlcmal HE"”'“‘F"‘”
PR No.- 015585 (RWD)2024-25 # o1 fffrer & siftm Rrldy sroferd sworrs st gand ot # ) Rt fred s v & - E-Bids are mvited for licensing out Oasis Fast Food at Development Corporation (NHDC)/Khadi/Village Industries
S e | PRN 7 e e el = = TR [ Pinjore of Haryana Tourism Corporation Itd. The e-auction Commission (KVIC)/ associated with Social Organizations,
a4 " ] T 3 | ol i . : 5 ; ; :
HaAT T e ferfer ferfe Downloading | Place of Pre-Bid Time for i Sritre will be held on 21st January, 2025 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Last State Govt. bodies and associated with registered micro
of Tender Meeting uploading opening of date for submission of documents is 20th January, 2025 till enterprises on the Udyam Portal of the Ministry of MSME
Document tender Technical 1 1:00 am. For enquiry please contact concerned DDO of the and NGOs etc. : _ ;
Document by Bid complex (Sh. Anil Kumar, AGM M. No.94666-36541). -::]_ _Eelf Help Groups rﬂglslle!tﬂd with PMEGP (Prime
bidder " _ . . - , Minister's Employment Generation Programmae),
! i E-Auction documents along with details of activity CR 3
RWD/PMGS | 015585 | 10-01-2025 | 31-01-2025 | 23.12.2024To | 28.01.2025 31.01.2025 | 31.01.2025 R e e e T e ey e d) Marginalized or weaker sections of society.
Y/ET/2024- | (RWD) 31012025 | From 15:00 Time 15:00 | Time 15:30 P, A U n. e 8 e T e) No separate logo shall be allowed.
25/01 3024-25 Hrs. at RWD Hrs. Hrs. H““.har}anntnurism.gw.in s 1"""'”_ = NIC portal » The applicant will have to submit an undertaking to the
Circle, Nalanda http://eanction.gov.in for online participation. Managing Station Superintendent indicating that no activity would be
[J_m:c[ur, HTC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all undertaken to adversely affect the train operations,
mm mﬁrﬂ'__t". bids withowt ASSIEMNE 4Ny reasons. passenger Eafet'!.,l and jmage ofthe HE”WE}"S-
arfror @ A ISSUED BY » Application should be addressed and can be submitted to
PR. No.16744 (RWD) 2024-25 9 B WR, 949i€ B ?j?ﬁ'l gRAR| w1 wHved, et NO 31656/HR MANAGING DIRECTOR Station Superintendent at station by the applicant till 15:00

hrsof 15.01.2025, which will be cpened on same day.

» Station Superintendent will make priority roster of all
approved participants and priority will be established
through a draw of lots conducted at the station in the
presence of all approved applicants by the Station Manager
isactional CM| and nominated Finance representative.

= The One Station One Product scheme shall be governed
by Railway Board's Commercial Circular No. 12 of 2022 and
09 of 2023 respectively available at website:rwww.indian
railways.gov.in & URL: hitps:/indianrailways.gov.in/railway
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"IMPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals

HARYANA
@T{FL‘HIE L |

E-AUCTION NOTICE
E-Bids are invited for licensing out Parking at Yadavindra Gardens
Tourist Complex, Pinjore of Haryana Tourism Corporation lid. The

Digrs promer

(e 1:00 T3 TF)

e-auction will be held on 2151 January, 2025 (11:00 am to 4:00 pm).
Last date for submission of documents is 2(th Junuary, 2025 ull

23—01—2025

3. Tl wr wee @ Tl o W o— edoi-zoes (ammew 3000 aw m) 11:00 am For enquiry please contact concerned DIXD of the g‘rjl‘:’,irgﬁsci:gg(i;gs\?veevﬁgf‘eegz board/uploads/ ﬁirectnrate!trafﬁc_cclnmrlr'u"Cﬂrlnm_Cir_EﬂE_E:’
4 Frfre wred o Py od way Za-01-zozs  (amered 3230 o ww ) complex {Sh. Anil Kumar, AGM, Tourist Complex Pinjore. recommend that readers OSOP%20Policy.pdf & hitps:/findianraiiways.gov.in/

railwayboard/uploads/directorate/traffic _comm/Comm_Cir

_2023/CC%20%2009%200f% 202023 _pdf

For any queries applicant may contact 3Station

Superintendent or CMI| of the respective stations. 124/2025
Serving Customers With A Smile

make necessary inquiries
M. No.94666-36341), before sending any monies
E-Auction documents along with details of activity are available at or entering Into any
. agreements with advertisers -
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

(1) e s safEm

feem Frar o, g e |
(2) HErR A FEiE

fireme W, gromT 8 R |

5. QAT faus (9l & e

the website of HTC 1.e. www.haryanatourism.gov.in as well as on
NIC portal http:/Yeauction.gov.in
Managing Director, HTC reserves the right to accepl or reject any
or all ids without assigning any reasons,

for online participation.

(a) awher sifem T
gfEm figre dgw. w99 fomier fram
fEm =T

g fAfer wity o e - ;;:: ST wEE " ISSUED BY o GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
W - BT VAT, MY, S5 [ | NO 31657/HR MANAGING DIRECTOR "1 sicaiar. | S T - _
—— miL 1 | AN CHF WEIBEK WO R i b L] i Ensin LR R i L
s, Name Of Work I | BOARDCTIRR ENDER CLOSING DATE | o | i THE COMTACT
No | o i B LLUTH [T HEPEES PRI TSR T DETAILSENM AL
01 E‘:’::iu;#;::rrh:;f;::lrt;}gﬁaz:W:ndnw.ﬂ-.{Lattharﬂ-hawan and Bihar Niwas, New T GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU — CONSTRUCTION GF ST9
02 l AMC wark of P[umh]ng systam, EIE‘-EI'IiI'I-E af sewer line and greasa chambar of A nEFﬁHTMEHT nF IHTEEH“_TE“ BHIL_" nE“El_ﬂPMEHT SERHIBES HARYANA l""‘ll"p,l..-\{ il '['IHI '\II?H." H.I .
Bihar Bhawan and Bihar Niwas, New Delhi for the year 2025-26 o i f'ﬂ.1, Dr. M.G.R.Salai, Tmmﬂm' Chennai - 600 113. POLICE il ::_,:,Ii_hjfl"‘.rir?i'[ml: r.'l‘r::'“
o AMC work of Pest and Rodent Control at Bihar Bhawan, New Delhi for the year Notification for EUEPIF of UHIEE!{ ready-made P“ifﬂrma | HOUSING '-‘.h'r:. RM :';{ ER | I-:-'I-*:- 1:4 09,01, 2025 30,99 -t DAGN 200487
| 2025-26 to the pre-school children attending anganwadi centres in | CORPORATI ot 16.01.2028 | CRORES IR | dbpanchiubuiiyabeo com
04 AME work of fire fighting and fire Extinguisher at Bihar Bhawan and Bihar Niwas, 434 PrﬂjEl:t of Tamil Nadu. [ N : (PRON IIJEHI.-.“-A'I R SUPPLY
Mew Delhi for the year 2025-26 B B e-TENDER NOTICE Ref. No.B678 / NC-3 [ 2024 Dated 09.01.2025 [PANCHRULA | gySTEM AND SEWERAGE
i i : - : SYSTEM) + 5§ WDRES
ot AMC with parts of Sensor Lock at Bihar Bhawan and Bihar Niwas, Mew Delhi for Bids are invited from the manufacturers / dealers for the supply of 5 I 0
the year 2025-26
06| AMC work of R,0 System at Bihar Bhawan, New Delhi for the year 2025-26 Unisex Ready-made uniforms to the pre-school children attending| |ror FurrHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.etenders.hry.nic.in Nt 3 6MHR

anganwadi centres in 434 projects of Tamil Nadu under the
department of Integrated Child Development Services. The details
are available in the e-procurement portal- https://tntenders.gov.in
Director cum Mission Director

AMC work of CCTY Camera at Bihar Bhawan and Bihar Miwas, New Delhi for the
vear F025-26

afferer AT B TAT 99 Wi ST U9 aETEEn Fie ® wus e e
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
DIPR/1 36/ TENDERIZ025

e sfiraen OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD (BUILDING)
PR No. 015723 (RED) 2024-2% WA wisd, 7§ R D P ——— S p——— ASSAM, CHANDMARI, GUWAHATI-3
S ; .bihar.eov.i i Y T Y O oW : & Teay wavEE . i No.CE/TB-VI11/02/2025/2
Freel AT ww state I:-rhar infprdbihar + qI ) G alEd ml_im#ﬁ Tl _-IT.FTHE-T:; T PRESS NOTICE FOR TENDER
R _-T!Iﬂa:[ T{ﬂ?[ i 'ﬂ'ﬁ:[ EL 2 K T&’%‘- e areme o TheAddl.Chief Engineer, P.W.D (Planning), Assam on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites bids from Govt.

gz ot

registered eligible Contractors having experience in similar nature of works for the following work.
Details of bid may be seen at e-procurement portal www.assamtenders.gov.in. The bidders must be enrolled
in www.assamtenders.gov.in

freht srom &N qEy @ RpiEE 4 Wey 9 76

e W i, few v sEwes st i vess wiEe, S & o= o1 HR o

T FEreieh 26122024 ETT [7900 SIGTaTeie ey amH=m T G 02580 < 2024—25 Fareem dioamso _ _ i _
$ﬁ : F 3 B e : i SI. Name of Work Approx Value of | Completition Bid Security Cost of Bid
ﬁE'ﬁ.' &l g “ehiid ¥10-15666 (WRD) 202425 &, 7 Fr=vitare v e wven & | No. Work (Bid Value) Period (in Rs)
L)) ;
T et Fifaen s TETIATE
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Co- District Office at
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Months General category, and Rs.
2,28,927.00 for Reserved
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11715 of EK.E. (Agenda no
EKE/¥/02/2025)

k.0, 117,15 of EKE. (Agenda no
EKE/¥/02/2025)

According to the letber No-2175 Dt
06062017 of Joint Secretary
Engineering W.R.D, Patna- (ijit 15
mandatory for the bidder to protect and
control the waork site of &.E, work /Flood
protection work during flood-2024 by
flood fighting work, in case of erosion
{il)The bidder will liable to storage of
sand, filter material and sand filled E.C.
Bag/ Geo-bags/Mega Geo-bags in
different points of said reach as per
instruction of concerned CE/5.E/E.E
during flood period-2024 for fiood
fighting worksliii) Related to the abowve
Para-36(i) & i) the bidder
havesubmitanaffidavitregarding above

According ta the letter No-2175 Dt-
068,08, 2017 of Joint Secretary
Engineering W.R.D, Patna- (ijlt is
mandatory for the bidder to protect
and control the work site of AE, work
JFlood protection work during flood-
2025 by flood fighting work, in'case of
erosion (i) The bidder will liable ta
storage of sand, filter material and
sand filled E.C. Bag/ Geo-bags/Mega
Geo-bags in different points of said
reach as perinstruction of concerned
C.E/S.E/E.E during flood period-2025
for flood fighting works(iii) Related to
the abowe Para-36 {i} & {ii) the bidder
have submit an Affidavit regarding

N.B:-
1. Value of work may vary according to the detail NIT.
2. The Press Notice will form a part of the Bidding Document.

Addl. Chief Engineer, P.W.D. Planning

AT Chandmari, Guwahati-3
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OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
ASSAM STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION,

PALTANBAZAR, PARIBAHAN BHAWAN, GUWAHATI-781008

No. ASTC/CE/1048/2023/618
PRESS NOTICE FOR TENDER
The Managing Director, ASTC, Paltanbazar, Assam hereby invites request for proposal from
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The Press Notice will form a part of the Bidding Document.
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Managing Director,
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GUJARAT
HMPV infection
in 8-year-old
boy confirmed

Himmatnagar: An eight-
year-old boy from
Gujarat's Sabarkantha
district has contracted
human metapneu-
movirus infection, taking
the number of HMPV
cases in the state to three,
an official said on
Friday.The boy, who be-
longs to a family of farm
labourers from Prantij
taluka, was found positive
for HMPV in a test run by
a private laboratory but
health authorities had
sent his blood samples to
agovernment lab for con-
firmation, he said.The
child, whois currently ad-
mitted to a private hospi-
tal in Himmatnagar town,
had been considered a
suspected HMPV case
until now. PTI

CHHATTISGARH
Four Maoists
with explosives
held in Bijapur

Bijapur: Four Naxalites
were arrested and explo-
sives were seized from
them in Chhattisgarh's
Bijapur district on Friday,
apolice official said."They
were apprehended by the
local police and Central
Reserve Police Force be-
tween Murdanda and
Timmapur under
Awapalli police station
limits during road open-
ing and security duty ex-
ercise. A tiffin bomb,
cordex wire, beer bottle
bomb, electric wire, bat-
tery and other Maoist
materials were recovered
from them," the official
said. PTI

MADHYA PRADESH
Crocodiles
found during
IT searches

Bhopal: Crocodiles were
rescued on Friday from a
house in Sagar district in
Madhya Pradesh by forest
department officials who
were tipped off about the
presence of the reptiles
by Income Tax personnel
raiding the
place.Confirming the de-
velopment, MP Head of
Forest Force Aseem
Shrivastava told PTI thata
case has been registered
under the Wildlife
Protection Act in this re-
gard. PTI

RAJASTHAN
Tutor found
dead, suicide
suspected

Kota: A 25-year-old
coaching tutor was found
dead in his rented house
in Kota, with police sus-
pecting that he may have
died by consuming some
poisonous substance. The
deceased has been iden-
tified as Vivek Sharma, a
native of Bharatpur. He
had been living in Kota for
the last four years and
worked as a tutor at vari-
ous coaching institutes of
the city, officials said. PTI

9 EXPRESS NETWORK

Family of five killed in Meerut home, 3
detained as cops probe property angle

NEETIKA JHA
MEERUT, JANUARY 10

ON WEDNESDAY evening, 35-
year-old Asma was distributing
laddoos to her neighbours —
construction was almost com-
plete on their new one-room
home and the family of five
would shift soon.

The next night, Asma, her
husband Mohammad Moin (38),
and their three minor daughters
were found dead at their rented
one-room house in Meerut.
Moin’s body was tied to a bed
while those of his wife and chil-
dren — aged eight, four and one
— were stuffed inside the stor-
age compartment of their bed.

The motive, according to po-
lice, was likely a property dis-
pute. Police on Friday detained
three suspects — Moin’s step-
brothers and a sister-in-law —
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The Meerut locality where the bodies were found. P11

and picked up another relative
for questioning.

“We have detained three of
them, but the main accused,
who seems to have planned the
entire crime, is missing. He went

Assam tells police to
act against finfluencer
over ‘misinformation’

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JANUARY 10

THE ASSAM government on
Friday directed the state police
to take “appropriate action”
against financial influencer - or
finfluencer — Abhishek Kar, ac-
cusing him of “spreading misin-
formation” about Assam in a
podcast on YouTube.

Assam Police chief G P Singh
confirmed to The Indian Express
that the state’s Crime
Investigation Department (CID)
has been asked to take “lawful
action” against Kar.

Aclip from arecent YouTube
podcast in which Kar was a guest
was flagged by the Office of the
Chief Minister on Friday evening.
The clip was shared by multiple
Assam-based social media plat-
forms.

“A video from a YouTube
channel, named Riya Upreti, isin
circulation where an individual
named Abhishek Kar is seen
making unacceptable com-
ments on Assam’s history and
traditions. Appropriate action
may be initiated against the said
individual for spreading misin-
formation,” read a post on X by
the official handle of the Chief
Minister of Assam’s Office, tag-
ging the Assam Police.

In the clip, Kar can be heard

Abhishek Kar had made the
comments on a YouTube
podcast flagged by the CMO

talking about Mayong village in
Assam’s Morigaon district.

He could also be heard
claiming that the women there
have such power “that you go
there as a person, they can con-
vertyou into a goat or any other
animal, and then at night, turn
you into a person again and have
sambhog with you. Why?
Because there are alot of tantric
practises...”

The Mayong region in Central
Assam has long been associated
with mysticism and ‘magic’
practices, but these are largely
centred on folk medicine.

Abhishek Kar has his own
YouTube channel, with 1.86 mil-
lion subscribers, in which he up-
loads videos giving advice on the
stock market, trading, finance
and business. He has 2.9 million
followers on Instagram.

Gujarat: Class 3 girl dies of
suspected cardiac arrest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 10

AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD girl col-
lapsed and died within minutes
due to suspected cardiac arrest
on Friday morning at a private
school in Ahmedabad. Police are
probing the incident to ascertain
the exact cause of death.
GargiTushar Ranpara, a Class
3 student, arrived at schoolas
usual and climbed the stairs to
her classroom on the first floor.
Within minutes, CCTV
footage from the school showed,
she sat on a chair in the corridor.
“Within moments, she collapsed.

Our teachers immediately ad-
ministered CPR and rushed her
to the nearest hospital,” the
school said in a statement.

School authorities said that
she was alright when she arrived
at the nearby Zydus Hospital.
“Despite their efforts, the doctors
informed us that she suffered a
cardiac arrest and was pro-
nounced dead shortly after ar-
riving at the hospital. The hospi-
tal authorities informed the
police and they have already
started their investigation.
Senior police officials visited the
school campus,” the school’s ex-
ecutive director, Manan Choksi,
told The Indian Express.

missing once the matter came
out in the open,” said Meerut
Senior Superintendent of Police
Vipin Tada.

“Moin had recently bought a
piece of land in Meerut. For now,

—

our probe says this could have
been the reason for their death,”
he said.

According to neighbours,
Moin's family had shifted to their
rented house in Meerut around
two months ago and were wait-
ing to shift to their own house
that was being constructed 50
metres away.

“We suspect whoever killed
them had planned to transfer the
body to some other place, but
that could not be done,” said an
officer — pointing to the way the
bodies were packed in plastic
bags.

Neighbours say that Moin, a
mason, had shifted to Meerut
from Uttarakhand’s Roorkee.
“He came across as a nice man,
but did not talk much to others,"
said Ehsan Alj, 60.

Alisaid he had often seen the
children play outside but never
saw visitors. “Even on Thursday,

PRE-KUMBH MEET

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New
Delhi on Friday, ahead of the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj which begins Jan 13. @myogiadityanath

due to the winter cold, most of
us were indoors. We heard no
scream, no yelling from their
house.”.

The deaths came to light
when another of Moin’s broth-
ers, Saleem, arrived at the house
and found the door locked from
the outside. Suspecting some-
thing was amiss, he informed
the police.

There are around 50 houses
in the area where Moin's family
stays, most of them small and
single-storeyed. Most residents
are small-time labourers or veg-
etable and fruit vendors. The
roads are pockmarked with pot-
holes and puddles.

On Friday, most of the local
residents stayed indoors. Among
those who peeped out of their
windows and doors was a com-
mon refrain: “How did five peo-
ple get killed but we saw no
one?”

Pune BPO murder: NCW
forms panel, highlights
inaction by onlookers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JANUARY 10

Days after a 28-year-old account-
ant at a BPO firm in Pune was
hacked to death in plain view by
her colleague, the National
Commission for Women (NCW)
Friday constituted a fact-finding
committee to investigate the
matter while flagging the inac-
tion by bystanders.

Shubhada Shankar Kodare
was attacked by Krishna
Satyanarayan Kanoja (30), at
around 6.15 pm on January 7 in
the parking lot of the company,
WNS Global Services in Yerawada.
Kanoja has been arrested.

NCW chairperson Vijaya
Rahatkar tasked the fact-finding
committee with “recommend-
ing necessary measures to pre-
vent the recurrence of such
crimes”, stated a press release is-
sued on Friday.

“The NCW has taken suo
motu cognisance of a series of

disturbing incidents, including a
recent case in Pune, where a
woman working in a BPO com-
pany was tragically hacked to
death by her colleague over a
money dispute. The crime took
place in the parking lot of the
company, and despite the pres-
ence of several onlookers, none
intervened to stop the attack,
highlighting the growing phe-
nomenon of the bystander ef-
fect,” the statement said.

A minute-long video of the
attack, shared widely on social
media, shows the accused witha
cleaver in the parking lot of the
firmin the presence of dozens of
bystanders — none of whom in-
tervene during the attack. The
video shows them overpower-
ing Kanoja after the attack.

The police said colleagues of
Kodare, a diabetic, took her to the
hospital where she succumbed
due to excessive bleeding,.

A court has remanded
Kanoja in police custody until
January 13.

Court to CBI:
Give three days’
notice to Karti
in case of arrest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

A DELHI court Friday directed
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to give three
days’ notice to Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram in case his arrest
is required in the fresh corrup-
tion case lodged against him by
the agency. “..the investigating
agency shall give three days
written notice prior to the appli-
cantincase his arrestis required
after he joins the investigation of
the case upon return to the
country on 12.01.2025,” said
Special Judge Kaveri Baweja.

The agency has accused Karti
of receiving “suspicious” fund
transfers from liquor company
Diageo as well as venture capital
fund Sequoia Capital.

The court was informed by
the CBI that the anticipatory bail
pleamoved by Karti was prema-
ture and there was no apprehen-
sion of his arrest at this stage.

‘Has not even seen son’s face’: Families of fishermen in Pak

PARIMAL DABHI
AHMEDABAD, JANUARY 10
THE SOLE breadwinner of her
house since August 2022, 32-
year-old Bharati Solanki’s at-
tempts to fight back her tears fail
as she bursts out, weeping pro-
fusely, while detailing her ordeal.

The responsibility of the
house fell on her after her hus-
band Sanjay, who is among the
180-odd fishermen from Gujarat
and Diu languishing in Pakistan
jail, was caught by the Pakistan
authorities in September 2022
while fishing near Okha, a news
she was made aware of a few
days later.

Fifty three of these fishermen
have reportedly been in Pakistan
jail since 2021.

Feeling helpless in establish-
ing any communication with
their husbands or sons jailed in
Pakistan and struggling to run
their homes in their absence,
several women from Gujarat and
Diu on Friday addressed a press
conference in Ahmedabad seek-
ing the Centre’s intervention.

They have also written to
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar to get the fishermen
released and to get an
Agreement on Consular Access,
2008 signed between India and
Pakistan implemented.

“I'spoke to him (Sanjay) over
phone in August 2022. He was
fishing somewhere near Okha.
By September end, I got to know
that he was caught by Pak au-
thorities. He was the main
breadwinner of the family. And

now, in hisabsence,lam...Iearn
around Rs 5,000 per month for
the family by doing labour work
atVanakbara port. But thatis not
enough for us,” Bharati told The
Indian Express.

“My father-in-law Veljibhai is
paralysed and my mother-in-law
Dhaniben can’t move much due
to knee problems. I am facing a
lot of problems to make both
ends meet. Medicines for my fa-
ther-in-law costaround Rs 7,000
per month. Due to shortage of
money, we have stopped buying
them,” says the Diu resident.

Bharati has two children,
seven-year-old son Tanish and
three-year-old daughter Hansika.
Tanish studies in Class I. Making
an appeal to the Centre, she said,
“It is my request to the Indian
Government and Prime Minister

The family members of the fishermen at a press conference
in Ahmedabad on Friday. Bhupendra Rana

Narendra Modi to get the fisher-
men repatriated. There are many
women like me who have young

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

kids. There is no one to earn at
their homes. How do we survive?
How dowe raise our children and

educate them? How do we (med-
ically) treat our old in-laws?”

The press interaction was
held under the aegis of Samast
Machhimar Samaj Welfare
Foundation (SMSWEF).

Sharing her plight, another
Diu resident Jayaben Chavda
(50), said, “My son Alpesh (28)
got married in 2020 and he was
apprehended by Pakistan in
2021. His wife Arati was preg-
nant when Alpesh was caught.
She has delivered a son and
Alpesh has not even seen his
son’s face.” “My husband is dead
and I cannot work due to health
issues. Arati is earning for the
family by cooking meals for peo-
ple...we now have a debt of over
X1 lakh,” she said.

SMSWF secretary Usmangani
Sherasiya said, “According to the

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Pregnant woman
dies, four others ill
at Bengal hospital;
saline under lens

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA, JANUARY 10

A PREGNANT woman died on
Friday at the Midnapore Medical
College and Hospital in Paschim
Medinipur, leading to protests
from the family members who
raised serious concerns about
the quality of medical supplies.
The woman, Mamni Das, had
been admitted to the maternity
ward earlier this week and her
condition deteriorated after she
and four other pregnant women
were allegedly administered
“defective” saline, sources said
citing the family members.

The incident follows a series
of alarming events at the hospi-
tal, sources said. Five pregnant
women became “critically ill” af-
ter being administered saline,
leading to allegations by family
members that “expired” saline
may have been used. Two of
these patients were admitted to
the Critical Care Unit (CCU) and
one to the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU).

“We have taken cognizance
of the incident. The affected
pregnant women are undergo-
ing treatment. We have consti-
tuted a medical board to look
into the cause,” Medical College
Superintendent Jayant Kumar
Raut told mediapersons.

Later on Friday, the relatives
of the deceased submitted a
written complaint to the hospi-
tal authorities demanding anin-
vestigation into the matter.

Alarge police contingent has
been deployed on the hospital

premises.

State Health Secretary
Narayan Swarup Nigam said that
a multidisciplinary team, com-
prising medical experts, cardiol-
ogists, and gynaecologists,
would visit Medinipur on
Saturday to look into the issue.

“There was a similarincident
in Karnataka last year. The Centre
and state governments are
jointly looking into this. A team is
going there for a thorough inves-
tigation,” said Nigam.

Meanwhile, according to
sources, a "primary" report on
the incident has reached Swastha
Bhawan. The report indicates
that the saline used may have
caused an allergic reaction after
which the women's condition
deteriorated, the sources said.

This incident echoes a simi-
lar tragedy in Karnataka last year,
where four maternal deaths
were linked to the use of “defec-
tive” Ringer's Lactated (RL) saline
linked to a particular firm. Soon
after, the West Bengal health de-
partment banned the use of
saline linked to the firm.

Following an order from the
Drugs Control authority, West
Bengal's primary supplier of 14
essential medical items, Paschim
Banga Pharmaceutical, was in-
structed to halt manufacturing
until further notice. To ensure
uninterrupted supply, the health
department has authorised
Pharma Impex Laboratories to
supply seven of the 14 items at
the same rate. This information
has been updated in the Store
Management Information
System.

Days after relief in

oraft case,

Shimla

ED official arrested
on extortion charge

JAGPREET SINGH
SANDHU
PANCHKULA, JANUARY 10

TWO DAYS after securing relief
from arrest in a CBI case from a
special court in Mumbai,
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Assistant Director Vishal Deep
was on Friday arrested by the
Panchkula Police on charges of
extortion from Mumbai.

Deep was airlifted to
Panchkula on Friday. He was
produced before the Panchkula
District Court and was re-
manded in four-day police cus-
tody.

The arrest comes after
Panchkula resident Vikas Bansal
filed a police complaint on
January4inwhich he alleged that
Deep, in collaboration with Rohit
Gujjar, a purported member of
the Lawrence Bishnoi gang,
threatened to kill him and his
family unless they paid Rs 50 lakh.

Vikas, who is the brother of
chairman of the Himalayan
Group of  Professional
Institutions Rajnish Bansal, had
earlier lodged a corruption com-
plaint against Deep with the CBI.

According to the complaint,
Vikas's nephew received a
WhatsApp call onJanuary 3 from
a person who identified himself

rules in Pakistan, the punishment
for apprehended fishermen for
crossing border without passport
is three months. Around 180 of
them have served the punish-
ment and their national verifica-
tion is also completed. Still, the
process to repatriate them has not
been done... Since Covid pan-
demic, the process to communi-
cate through letters also stopped.”

“It is necessary to revive the
India-Pakistan Judicial Committee
on Prisoners. The last meeting of
the committee was held in
October 2013.The committee was
functioning effectively as the
members used to visit the other
country and meet the prisoners,”
reads a letter to Jaishankar.

As part of the Agreement on
Consular Access, Sherasiya said,
on January 1 and July 1 every

as Rohit Gujjar. The caller allegedly
threatened the family, warning
them to stop pursuing the corrup-
tion case registered against Deep
or face harm. The threats esca-
lated with multiple calls and mes-
sages, including specific details
about the family’s residence in
Kurukshetra, police said.

Vikas added in his complaint
that his nephew got scared and
switched off the phone and in-
formed him. Thereafter, Rohit
Gujjar allegedly started calling
him multiple times, police said.

Vikas claimed that the extor-
tion and threats were orches-
trated on the instructions of
Vishal Deep. Screenshots of the
WhatsApp chats and audio
recordings were submitted to
the police. An FIR was registered
against both Deep and Rohit un-
der Sections 308 (2)and 308 (4)
of BNS with the sector 14 police
station in Panchkula.

Meanwhile, the Chandigarh
office of the CBI has directed
Vishal Deep toappear onJanuary
11 at 3 pm for questioning over
the corruption allegations.
Deputy SP Prakash Chand islead-
ing the investigation into the case.

On Wednesday, a court in
Mumbai had directed the CBI to
release Deep who was arrested
in connection with a “scholar-
ship scam” probe in Shimla.

jail write to Centre

year, India and Pakistan exchange
a list of people in each other’s
custody and then the process to
get themreleased starts. “January
1 has gone and the fishermen are
still locked,” he said.

He added that 82 fishermen
from Pakistan are currently
jailed in India.

Jatin Desai, Mumbai-based
journalist who has been working
for the community for years now
and was present at the press con-
ference, said, “Currently, there are
217 fishermen from India in
Pakistan jail; 18 of them are from
Maharashtra, 18 from Tamilnadu,
one from Uttar Pradesh and the
rest from Gujarat and Diu”.

Gujarat Fisheries Minister
Raghavji Patel could not be
reached for his comments de-
spite repeated attempts.



b ANDHRA_PRADESH DUR GREATER VISAKHAPATNAM MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
.l‘ 00 S Building, Autc -.I ; ‘.‘ “l‘ : d engg@aptd » VISAKHAPATNAM

Tender Notice No: 2/2024-25/SE(MECH)/EE(MECH)/DB-11/GVMC DT:10.01.2025
Number of Works: 1, Value of Works: Rs.191.15 Crores
Tender Opening Date: 11.01.2025, Closing Date: 31.01.2025
Note: Further details at http://www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in
0/0. the EE (Mech) Cell No: 9966333342
Note: For any other details required in respect of above Tender Notice, please
contact E.E (MECH) @ www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in website

Sd/- Commissioner, GVMC, Visakhapatnam

"e" PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Tender Notice No. 09/SE/Engg/APTDC/2024-25,Dt.10-01-2025

Name of the work : APTDC Limited is inviting bid for "Development of
Enriching the fort and Gorge Experience in Gandikota, YSR Kadapa
District" with estimate contract value of Rs.52,43,27,846/-. The details can
be seen at ‘e’ procurement market place. i.e www. apeprocurement.gov.in,

for further clarification please contact on 9848306437.
Sd/- Smt. K. Amrapali, IAS, Managing Director.

10

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 11,2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Rachana Wlo: Rakesh, Rle H.No, J-118, Mangolpuri,
Delhi-110083, has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 1482/2021, U/5 323/376/

EX-SERVICEMEN CONTRIBUTORY HEALTH SCHEME STATION HQ (ECHS CELL) HEMPUR 498AIPC, 4/6 Pocso Act & 9/10 Protection of Child Marriage
EMPLOYMENT NOTICE Act, P.S. Mangolpuri, Delhi and it has been retumned fo a
Mob-9756428490 Email esmcellhempur@gmail.com warrant of -arest thereupon issued that the sald ‘accused
= Rachana cannot be found, and whereas it has been shown to
CONTRACTUAL BASIS IN ECHS POLYCLINIC HEMPUR FOR A PERIOD OF ONME YEAR RENEWABLE FOR ADDITIONAL PERICD fﬂl: is concealing. himself to avaoid the service of the said
OF ONE YEARITILL ATTAINING THE MAXIMUM AGE SUBJECT TO PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES/OTHER COMDITIONS : g
ACCORDING TO THE CRITERIA AS MENTIONED AGAINST EACH POST - warrant); - _
‘Appointment Minimum Qualification No of Fixed Reservation Proclamation is hereby made thal Rachana the said accused of
Vac  Remuneration for ESM FIR No. 1482/2021, U/S 323/376/ 498A IPC, 4/6 Pocso Act &
OIC Polyclinic Graduate Minimum 05 vears work Experence in health care institutions 01 Fe000/- 1005 9/10 Emter'!.m" of Child Mamag_e Act, P.S. Manﬂ‘“lpur."
[ or managerial positions Delhi, IS required to appear before this Court to answer the said
Medical Officer | MBBS, Work experience Minimum 05 vears after internship Preferable 01 75000/ 80% complainton or before 13.02.2025. By Order
a:irjrlmnal gualification in medl.l:iljﬂlﬂg_?r}r Ms. Susheel Bala Dagar
Dental Dfficer . E!-DS._ Minimum D5 years work experience - 01 75000/~ B60% @ Addl. Sessions Judge-01, North-West,
Dental Hygienist/ | Diploma Holder in Dental Hyg/Class-1 DH/DORA Course (Armed Forces), 01 2B100/- 70% DP/501/00/2025 Room MNo.-210, 2nd Floor,
Dental Assistant | Minimum 05 years experience in Dental Laboratory | (Court Matter) District Courts, Rohini, Delhi
Nursing Assistant | GNM DiplomaClass | Nursing Assistants Course (Armed Forces). 01 28100¢- 0%
(Geneoral) Minimum 5 years experience.
Pharmacist B Pharmacy from a recognized institute or (1) 1042 with science stream 01 28100/- 0% Fnuc I‘AMATI u" H Eu “ I H IHG TH E
(Physics, Chemistry, Biolagy) from & recognized Board APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
And
g]ln_lﬁ-.ppruveg Diplnme; indPharma::].r from En In;iiluie recognized bhy.r the See Section 82 Cr.P.C.
armacy Council of India and registered as Pharmacist under the .
Lab Tech (i) B.Sc. (Medical Lab Technolagy) Or 01 2B100/- 70% person Rahul @ Goutam @ Gautam S/o Vikram R/o H,
(i) Matriculation/Higher Secondary/Senior Secondary (10+2) No. WZ-161/294, Jhuggi Mo. 11112, Phase-l, Mayapuri,
with Science from Recognized Institution/Board. Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed)
(i) Diploma in Medical Lab Technology from a Recognized institution. the offence case FIR No. 331/2022 u's 379/411/34 IPC at
Minimum three years expnili&_nc:e as a La_t_:-_As.sisl.anE_in Medh:al Lab P.S. Mayapuri, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
CLERK Gra:;iu ale/Class 1 Clerical Trade (Armed Forces) Minimum five years o 22500/ 0% arrest thereupon issued that the said Rahul @ Goutam @
: DA IR, _ ; - Gautam cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
oriver Egg;:g: Dﬂnc?'m :j; Ef: ﬂﬁ‘; rll'fﬂrn:jr:;:ﬁ; Eg”ﬂa&;;gmeij]ance as driver. o 1 o my satisfaction that the said Rahul @ Goutam @ Gautam
- 2 ¥ L LA has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
| Chowkidar Education Class 8th or GD trade for Armed Forces personnel 0 16800/~ T0% service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr.P.C. has
Female Attendant theratf: Min 5 years work expenience in CivilArmy Health institutions. | 01 | 1EEU{|." . 0% been initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that
F'E'_;il'l ) Edcuahun E.':I:tt-t- &I-ll'- GD trai:le [.ﬁrrru:*d Ft::rt:es} f'-'hrllmurn "i years serwl:e [ "m 1E'EEIE}J'— | % the said Rahul @ Goutam @ Gautam accuse FIR No.
@ In case no ESM apply' for the post, Civillian candidates who is already emp on the vac will be gll.ren extn on the SEHETEIE:’[{:W 331/2022 ufs 379/411/34 IPC at P.5. Mayapuri, Delhi is
performance of the previous year and no fresh interviews will be conducted for second year required to appear before this Court to answer the said
2. For Terms & Conditions, Application Form & Remuneration . Kindly see our website www .echs.govin For additional details please complaint on 15.02.2025.
contact Stn HQ (ECHS Cell) Hempur at tele No 9756428490 & E mail ID esmcellhempur@gmail com. Also approach concermned ECHS By Order: Sh. P. Ehargav Rao,
Palyclinic for details. F'm[erenc:g will be given to the E:-.:-sawin:-emen. _ ; _ Judicial Magistrat& First Class-03 {West:-.
3. Last date of receipt of application as per format given at our website. Application as per requisite format alongwith self attested Room No. 292, 2nd Floor,
pholocopies of testimanials in support of education gualifications and wark experiences will be submitted to OIC, Stn HQ (ECHS Cell) Tis H i Courts. Delhi
Hempur by 02 Feb 2025 in duplicate. Any application receivad after 1100 hours on 02 Feb 2025 will not ba acceptad. npmg&-wn.'zu-zﬁ\ § Hazari Lourts, Ue
4, Interview date. Timing & Venue, Candidate must reach Stn HQ Hempur at 10006 on 10 Feb 2025 for interview 1o be haid betweaen
1030 h to 1345h. Candidates must bring all the onginal certificate / mark sheets/degree of 10th, 10+2, Graduation !/ post graduation / Bt URoie Uaeads, gfere—9
diploma [ course, work expenence and disch book, PPO, service records and 02 PP size colour photographs at the time of interview, HoAgaere TS fSerse Afdee
NO TA/DA is admissible. Only candidates meeting the Qualitative Requirements may apply IR U9l Sl fod1d (Fer1™)
(30 Y0 AP BT IUHA)
| 2-21BeR (PR FEU 37 voiedY),
, AERAYR
ad» GSOVERNMENT OF HARYANA NN Te o) e s e B2 e, R,
: . . N MAANTR, TAHAS
AMOUNT | EMD . 50 :-91-9999094522
SH. MAME OF OPEMING DATE WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER /CONTACT " -
ND DEPARTMENT el cLosing pate | (AFFESE TN DEPARTMENT DETAILS/EMAIL e-mail id:- pmu9cds@gmail.com
L | | T=Aih: 18/E-Tender/06
D BAR AMBALA CanTT | CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL 100 BEDDED HOSPITAL BLOCK (PHASE 11} 10.01.2025 S [ 0171-2630877 bl 04.01?20%
! ' IN THE CAMPUS OF LANIP HOSPITAL KURUKSHETRA (PDG. EI ONLY) | 23012025 B a—— A | pwd-eesdambaiaBhrymicn | IrcadbItel g-—fafaar Jaen
CIVIL AVIATION T T e 5 1T
- DEPARTMENT HARTANA ABNLAL Nf”",'.i:mm:? :_.J 4.||.-:~E I. :-.4::_._1'-.'-?[, su8 __L.u::tru.- OF KA 10.01 2025 N R W 01722709385 IR TRy ST W(Hﬂﬁﬁ) H AR |
CHANDIGARH BT T NG A PO V1) R ey . . T FeieEderd T CONSTRUCTION OF
i D BAR EATEHABAD | CONSTRUCTION OF GOVERNMENT -.ar'rr-:lr-ul'-r::»_rﬂ.c-n::ﬂ-;:-m AT VILLAGE | rr 012025 3445 LACE Mts.Haberdars. hevricin 01667-220120 ' GOVT. HOMEOPATHIC HOSPITAL AT
| M"..r'l'“ Bl [N FATEHARARD DESTT 16.01.0025 | | Dc-er p-Tat ERatan S biny, A, In | BANAT DIS'IT_SHAMLI (U.P) aﬂ* W
: PANCHAYAT] AAJ " A — ——— 09,01.2025 o . A TR 06 ’ .
F BANCHRLILA AL NG VARGY CONS OF COMMUINITY CENTER {BALANCE WORK) + 1 WORKS & 1 3035 .31 LA httpac/etenders. hry. nke.in remane.abirynic.h $21.69 Y, %ﬁ e 25.01.2025 i
. PENCHAYATT AT ' RAMGARH! CONST, OF 5C DHARAMSHALS AT VILLAGE RAMGARH MC AREA B%.01.2025 = . ' : ' G TRIA S ' ST 15:00 E]@[ dsh é—iﬁiaa Q' Gﬂ":l'i%lﬁ
5 PANCHKLILA PANCHILLA D-PLAN 2024-25 | 5.01.2005 | T 1 e i prespeng. pkifnry nici P S ¥ S wE g - go
& BPS GMT FOR '|."|'.l.:lh1l',r"'| ' TENDER PROMIDIRG nE.r.u |'L',-'~1'-'ﬂ=".:.|:|i-| AT I.|Iﬂ: !_.M- KHANPLIE KALAN 11,01 F 2% e ' Wik iaaria et i ' ETIESTIRIY | ﬁ*f@ 10.01.2025 @[ ﬁ?@ 25.01.2025 %
KHAMPIAR EALAN SONIFAT SOMIPAT +1 OTHER WORES .01, 225 [ Bosgme. purchassBgrrall oo Q%Q Eﬁ Eﬁ[
RRICATICN & WATER 1 i - T IiT el 9EhR 4l e procurement
5 RESCURCES REPAIR OF DAMAGED PATCHES OF TAIL MINOR FROM RD 0 TO 43050, + 5§ 03.01.2025 e e e 0184- 22552491 J9eEe https:// etender.up.nic.in &
IJEP""RTFE:F: -Il.rﬁvr.r-.l-z WORKS 101 M35 11.62 LALS FEEDs. | retEncers. Miry rec_in ridv IS @omail.com W ﬁ;a T {:ﬁﬁ[ % o g_ﬁﬁ%ﬁ'{[
K A .
- : e : | | 25.01.2025 F AT 17:30 T
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.etenders.hry.nic.in Ro. 31653/HR

e GRSl Jeeeeh, Je-09, .

e dud., 9. 99 FFE (FE),

Office of The Additional Chief Engineer,

PHED NCR Region Alwar

No. 4923-36 Date: 3.1.2025

CORRIGENDUM NO. 1

For this office NIT No. 08/2024-25 UBN No. PHE2425WLOB07289
In continuation of the NIT No. 08/2024-25 issued by this office vide letter no. 4243-55 dated
17.12.2024, following amendments are hereby issued. Bidder's may be visited on the

procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in). Remaining
conditions will be same.

Sd/-
Add. Chief Engineer
PHED NCR Region Alwar

Tender Notice

I-HUB Quantum Technology Foundation, IISER Pune invites bids for the
following scientific equipment:

DIPR/C/361/2025

I-HUB QUANTUM TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION, IISER PUNE
il First Floor, Main Building, IISER Pune Campus, Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune 411 008

Tel: 020-25908647 Email: gtf_purchase@quantech.org.in Website: www.quantech.org.in

« Excimer Laser

Last date for bid submission is: 06-02-2025

Details of tender are provided in the tender documents published on:
° gem.gov.in e quantech.org.in/tenders

Advt. No: I-HUBQTF/AD/24-25/003 Dated: 07/01/2025 PROJECT DIRECTOR, I-HUB QTF

St el ey e S @ ol ol B @l
R # ardie Stand i@ 18.01.2025 B! 2198 2:00

sl g gRAT gare.

HCR Ud Foiael - aeqal o shard] & 9 HRd TRER 1
T TR H WA UT E-Waste Management WHIUTUA
REIEICECER

faga ST & oY faeed &1 website
https:// rohinisec8.kvs.ac.in ¥ §Ud: &4

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE

ITANAGAR
No. PHQ/WT/PP-01/2021 (VOL-II) Dated Itanagar, the 17th Dec’ 2024
TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, Director General of
Police of Arunachal Pradesh invites Sealed Tender under two Bid systems
(Technical & Financial Bid) preferably from manufacturers, authorized
agents/dealers/suppliers of reputed firms based in Arunachal Pradesh for
entering into contract for Up-gradation of Digital VHF communication
system at Itanagar Capital Region (ICR) through VPN with supporting
WT equipments and accessories against SP(Telecom) Office, Chimpu,
Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh. For details please visit our web site
www.arunpol.nic.in.

Sd/-
Director General of Police
Arunachal Pradesh

DIPR/ARN/000138 Itanagar

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Ram Kumar Patel, S/o Parma Nand Patel, R/o H. No.
12/60, Subhash Nagar, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
834/2021, U/s 283 IPC, P.S. Rajouri Garden , Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Ram Kumar Patel cannot be found and

. : whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
"t KALLAKURICHI MUNICIPALITY HERAYY | @ietl S | 3-fAfaer gt & Ram K Patel h b q }éj . ing hi i
- Roc No: 2226/2021/E2 . trfnﬁur..ﬂlﬂ%: o Dated: 09.01.2025 T €3,000.00 + GST(18%) AR 32 am _du';‘ar ate ?S;] a S(_:don ed (or is concealing himse
- “orm_of contract: ltem rate (Two cover syste
Hids arg imstnd by Ihe Commissaner, Kallakanohi Munspaity or bis authorzed prrson for Providing Under Ground Sswemge Scheme in @Tﬂ | toavoidt e Se.rV|Ce ofthe sal Warrant)- .
Kaskurke Munlcinsty snd Operstion and Mainteedrcs of Under Dround Sewersge Scharma Dollection System for 5 Years in Kelakurichs Fifeer & g fega ferer fasmr #1| | Proclamation is hereby made that the said Ram Kumar Patel
Municipality at an pstimaln oost-Rs 1318325 Lakhs & Desing. constrechion and Emection of 842 MLD Sewage Treatment Plant on Desing. . . .
Build, Dperaée and Trarsfer DBOT) Basis and Operalion and Mainteramce of B.46 MLD Sewsge Treatment Plant [STF) SBR Technology 5 = = : ez www.cdsupjn.org Td SrERaRe| | accused of FIR No. 834/2021, U/s 283 IPC, P.S. Rajouri
Works for 10 Years in Kallakurihi Municipality at an estmime cost-Rs.9818.37 Lakhs under SEMUrhan| 0 KNMT 2024-25 & 2005.26, F3GF & ?FITIII'FFF-E w?ﬂﬁ:l'ﬂ_ﬂ Gl W’fﬂ'ﬂ Eﬂg ﬁtlilig UHSol, 9761 o Garden is required to appear before this Court to answer the
Genss Fund, The bl documents can be dowmkoaded from e websits hitps M nbenders govin at free of oost, Oy E-submission of enders wil b Yot 2 fia BIES https://etender.up.nic.in  9Y : )
ncoepind. Amourd ol Eprnes| Money Deposi will bo 1% of fhe vakee pot lo iender fora package ¥ Work. finy odaibonal | further deinds and condicns {'Hﬂ uili%h el & = ‘-ﬂ"lﬂ"f!ﬂ qlip]— 313“]2} RUGES| % | 99 %Iﬁg{ 97 (Corrigendum) said Complalnt on or before 21.02.2025. By Order
rakatad 0 e lender tan be fad Inom Ergissenngaechon of s ofios I:ﬁﬁ'!l-‘\.'ﬂl"r:ll.'l-ij'il]u'l'!]ﬂ!|l.'-.""ll]'l.lr‘& E M:IJI ID-eemi. ban I'.'!II'I@ ¥ h MNo-7782917633 g
Impnﬂnntdﬂm : ; g‘;'ﬁ'l'lln' k! o- https_//etender.up.nlC.ln g éﬁ' awg Sh- ShaShank Nandan Bhatt
. | Biddocumant download ram 2000 208 M REY T, TRt G & P e Judicial Magistrate First Class-02
| _|:l.§e:eanrl1ma{|‘?rpr.m-—.asln|] o ;J.“IE al 11008 ﬁvTIT 3 ’ Ifﬁ aﬁ Eb:f 'cﬁ GI'I??[ Room No. 356, 3rd Floor
X Lastdate and ime dor downboading bid decumans TR0 L P r.|:|||Li'-|| S & : T T & T 2370 P 08,12 9024 BT DP/190/WD/2025 Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
4 Las=! Dty and B for submession of b dociment (D niine subm s son) 103 S al 200 P : . . HH 3 L_' 3 I.t . AN - i % 1%5 a Jdd aER:”g_f Pl GHI-IHT X
5, Diate-and fme ol opening ol ke Bid OO MRS w330 P E-”:”a'.'- |':||.EE|' .:'-":”:Il'-"i':” ﬁq’ CIREIEC 'Ufi..-"' SR =¢5 |UHI"—F‘| F.R. :""Ili:l =.|'141}f'|E ”'ﬁ'T'J'r‘RD} WW@'
o e eyl of specified et bor sabmssion of tids & deeksred & hotiday, bids wil ba recetvad and opered on the nextwerking day & e same 2024-25 79 THid—2581 faie—31.12.2024 For @ PR No 016235 (MWRD) 2024-25 8,
tmpandyerun. Date of opaning of Price bidwil be nfomed after scidinizing thi Technicalbid o e oligbla bidders 3 P 7 Tt F;I{ i o oA I T =T T T : 3 - .
D s MENbERR05: T LT e e POOMPUHAR SHIPPING CORPORATION LIMITED
ey e T T F"ﬁi Government of Tamilnadu Enterprisa)
zhi.idid R R __E._i __”T _-__._'"'{_‘_'T __:-_H_'_E'E' Rl -“:E'q__. 692, Anna 5'1-1 ai, W" Floor, Nandanam, Chennai - 600 035, India
YT 1 qfeAm o o e W | fEeie-11 /m s202s @ fa=Td~16 /01 / 2025 ¥ Telephone No. : 044 - 24330505 / 807, Fax : 91-44-24344593 /24335706,
E[WI. Eﬁi l“ nihﬂ' &S vg 9wy feiEm—17 /01 /20258 & fe=Tiw—23 /01 /2025 & E-mail : pﬁtbhlp-_rx_'ﬂr'mllr com CIN : UG3090TN1974PLCO06596
it I - T 600 T TF | HUIE 500 FH TFH | Global e-Tender notice
2 G412 AEIT & e v e, e S T
BIHAR INDUSTRIAL AREA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY DRes | 3 U sl 2o Sl No.PSC/PMS/001/2024-25., Dt 08.01.2025
1st Floor, Udyog Bhawan, East Gandhi Maidan, Patna-04 R T T I T X - S Notice inviting tender
Website: www.biadabihar.in 13,401 /2025 ®f Jare 18,/01,/2025 W TaTE for Ship Performance M!’]T’Iitﬂf’il’!g Services for one year.
Email: biada-bih@gov.in{&0612-2675998 & 2675991 11.00 &l ¥ H9RTEH 3.00 11.00 4 H 3URIE- 3.00 On-line Bid submission
HAul TF | dul oF
Short Notice Inviting Quotation No.-15/BIADA/2024-25 3 | FiE aets @ @) alfim | [eAie-18/01 /2085 @1 | ReAr-zaso1/zoes @ | |Startandend Date  : 10.01.2025: 17.00 to 29.01.2025: 12.00 Hrs
; g . fafiy vd HH IIRIES] 5.00 99 O ATRIES 500 Tl Th : - " y
Quotation for the rate finalisation is invited for the work of Design, Supply, Installation, | |- — -|a3-$14ﬁ'-ﬁfa?"|" o e B .fE::IE:L J;,I - Flrws—z; Sy ql Bid opening Date :28.01.2025:15.00 Hrs
Testing, Commissioning of various Plant & Machineries for the BIADA Mega Food Park, i g e qatE 1000 T 9 | qafes 10.00 TR A | EMD : Rs.20,000 /-
4 T | 1 The - 11 P - AL g (A - = Be=S = LT
Motipur, Muzaffarpur from the Original Eguipment Manufacturer (OEM)/Authorised 5 | Ad FfaeTan @ qeanen | fsme—20 /01 4 2025 9 fme—24 /01 /2025 9 Value of Tender : Rs.20,00,000/-.
Dealer/Suppliertill21/01/2025, 5:00 PM | _ . R | ST | Prospective bidders are advised to refer our website www.tamilship.com |/
Quotations forSupplyandinstallationof following machinesshallbe submitted ina | | ¥ =0 Fes g o s v http:/ftntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app for down load the tender specifications and the specific
: - i B i Mai important details. Bidders can down load the documents at free of cost. The bids should be
sedledenvelope to:DGM- Technical, 3° Floor, Udyog Bhawan, East Gandhi Maidan, PR. No.16748 (MWRD) 2024-25 - & | L] ! )
Patna- 800004 ; . Eﬁ‘d_“'f"ﬂi H fira ’ uploaded through the NIC portal hitps://tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app and the bids will be
Quoted Rate |Quoted Rate 9 Bl HN, ggic Y 'ﬂ?fl TRaN| oy Riad wHed, e opened through the above web portal. The condition / requirements mentioned in the
s, perUnitin | per Unitin website shall meet out by the bidders. This advertisement is and invitation for bid only. The
No. Description Uikt Figure. Words. details given in the website are comprehensive. Tender Opening Venue: Poompuhar
Design, Supply, Instaliation, Testing, g — Shipping Corporation Ltd., IV Floor, 692, Anna Salai, Nandanam, Chennai - 600 035,
Commissioning of Plant & Machineries including m m Elg ﬁ(‘!—clﬂ Further, all communication will be LIFIdEtEd thrﬂugh web pﬂl"tElj -Di'll!,-’.
Puff Pare! works and Mezzanine Tloor for Stacking o1 DIPR/M48/ TENDER/ 2025 GENERAL MANAGER (OPNS)
1 Arrangements for Potate Cold Storage -5000 MT. -AFFAE FETHE a0 GERL HE |",1_|':'|‘,_,1__£_-.
CorvmisioningofPlant & Machneis e o o Ikl TR P OSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
ammissioning of Fian dchiferies including ma}'ﬁmqﬂj UHEA § q:ﬁ.—-'— ﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁ qm \ = “ - i = . Wil =
Puff Panel woarks and Mezzanine floor for Stacking o1 1 Frl & Y e T e i IL [] l[( g\rl [{)N & 1-{ Eb[‘. ,li. R( H ( H ‘-:t N I_}I G ;'!\ RH
2 11 £ Onion Cald Sta - 5000 MT. : % J
Ll sialilaiol el 1, TASIETET &7 A U wa T ST, e THee, = | E-Tender Notice Mo, PIEPY24-25/06 Phane No. §172-2756460
DE‘EIgn. SUFIFI'I'!.'. ||'|E-t3"iﬂr.||:|r'l. TEthI'Ig. :J. 'qﬁ:pr-:rl ﬁ—lﬂ ?.Fn ﬁﬂ.ﬁ' .-:ﬁ" ‘E_’I-fi:l' i ?3‘“1_2{135 [aw 1:{:”:] ﬁ ﬁ_rﬁ:I
3 | Commissioning of Plant & Machineries including Puff 01 1 fafrer gra e o Rl L'l.f HHI — 20—01—2025 "l:‘.rIL;.‘-.r”.&.q 2:00 T I.r'-ﬁjl Tender apphcotions are snvited e puchase of vious dems againgt sender Mo, 1=11 from the Manufacinren or ther sole - auihomee
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WHAT DRIVES THE MELA ECONOMY

The Kumbh Currency

From luxury tents that cost up to Rs 1 lakh a night to budget homestays, from corporate firms to small businesses that hope the event will keep them
afloat — days ahead of the Maha Kumbh, ANAND MOHAN ] travels to Prayagraj, where a pop-up economy has taken shape on the banks of the Ganga

ENEATH THE kaleidoscopic
chaos of the Maha Kumbh
Mela in Uttar Pradesh lies
an economic juggernaut,
powered by the faith of an
estimated 40 crore people who are ex-
pected to descend on the banks of the
Ganga in Prayagraj starting January 13.

In his seventh-century writings,
Chinese traveller Xuanzang documented
this convergence of faith and commerce at
the Kumbh Mela, where rulers and
wealthy merchants are said to have
bathed in the sacred waters and offered
lavish donations. That spirit of enterprise
has lived on in the modern version of the
40-day event, attracting businesses from
across India and transforming this stretch
of the Ganga into a sprawling arena of
spirituality and trade.

It is a vast, pulsating marketplace
where every decision — whether it is to
set up a food stall, lease a tent city, or
launch a floating jetty room — carries the
weight of opportunity and risk.

The Yogi Adityanath-led BJP govern-
ment has initiated 549 projects, from in-
frastructure development to sanitation,
for the Maha Kumbh at a budget of Rs
6,990 crore. In comparison, Kumbh Mela
2019 had 700 projects at a cost of over Rs
3,700 crore. The Mela officials estimate
revenues of Rs 25,000 crore from the
event and an overall impact of Rs 2 lakh
crore on the economy of the state.

From luxury tents with tariffs of up to
Rs 1 lakh a night to lucrative corporate
sponsorships; from the bustling puja mar-
ket where small-time traders bet their
savings on a 10-fold turnover to the boat-
men of the Ganga who live in the hope
that the event will keep them afloat —
Kumbh is as much about living as it is
about faith.

A mela of options

The historical city of Allahabad has
seen several Kumbhs — since “anaadi
kaal” or times immemorial, as the locals
say — and gone through many iterations,
including a name change to Prayagraj. But
this year, as the government launches a
massive blitz as it prepares to host what
is likely to be a record turnout, the city and
its economy are hoping to get a leg-up.

Officials said the government has fo-
cussed on creating a massive economic
impact through the Mela. For the next 40
days, the Mela grounds, spread across
4,000 acres on the banks of the river, will
host pilgrims in a range of tents — from
basic to luxury — and offer them food op-
tions through the many stalls.

As part of the process to allot space at
the Mela grounds, the state government
had invited private entities to bid for spots
through a tender. At the end of a compet-
itive bidding process, those with the high-
est bids were allotted stalls. The first in-
stallment of 50 per cent had to be given to
the government within seven days of al-
lotment, while the second and third in-
stallments had to be submitted within 45
days from the issuance of the allotment
letter.

Additional District Magistrate Vivek
Chaturvedi says, “We have received Rs 1-
2 crore from each bidder to set up stalls in
Kumbh. The impact isimmense.”

On the huge turnout expected at the
Mela, he added, “We took the help of
Allahabad University to figure out how to
increase the footfall at the Mela by aug-
menting the infrastructure. Special corri-
dors have been designed to handle an in-
flux of 10,000 to 20,000 pilgrims at a time.
Floating jetties, water sports and temple
tourism have been introduced to enhance
the appeal of the event while boosting
tourism retention."

Professor A K Malviya, Dean of
Commerce at University of Allahabad,
who has worked with the UP government
on bolstering the economic impact of the
Mela, says, “We did a socio-economic im-
pact study of the Kumbh Mela and the
government adopted many of our sugges-
tions. The idea was to make it a tourist-
friendly spot with improvements in park-
ing facilities, ghat development, cordial
policing, multilingual signages, and im-
proved sanitation at temples.”

Regional Tourism Department officer
Aparajita Singh says, “There was a push to
improve hotel infrastructure. We now
have 100 homestays registered with us
compared to just 15 last year. There are
over 7,000 vendors in the city, of whom
2,000 have undergone skill development
training for digital payments. We have set
up a team of 1,000 guides, and expanded
on the food court systems to ensure we
give tourists all modern facilities.”

Food and hospitality are among the
biggest drivers of this pop-up economy.

Brothers Mitesh and Ashwin Thakkar,
directors of RR Hospitality Pvt Ltd., have
invested Rs 12-13 crore to establish food
courts and outlets across 14 of the 25 sec-
tors of the Mela, employing over 500
workers. Their most expensive outlet was
won after a bid of Rs 1.23 crore at a food
court near the Sangam area.

“We were competing for a tender forRs
7 crore, but lost out to an amusement park
vendor who bid Rs 11 crore,” says Ashwin.

So far, they have managed to attract
international brands such as Starbucks,
Coca Cola and Domino's and are aiming
for a Rs 100-200 crore turnover. Despite
missing out on bagging a contract from
McDonald’s due to “time constraints”,
they say they have already achieved
break-even with sponsorship backing
from major brands.

In March last year, the brothers took a
boat trip across the Ganga as part of a re-
connaissance trip, as they scouted for lo-
cations for food stalls at the Mela.

For Mitesh, speed and flexibility is key.
“See, we were planning to set up a food
stall near the Dome City (on the Arial Ghat,
near Sangam). But that is still being con-
structed and the main Mela dates are al-
most here. So we took a decision to shift
our food courts away from there,” he says.

Room for all

What's staggering in scale is the in-
vestment on accommodation — for the

(From the top) The Arial Dome City is a highlight of the Kumbh Mela; sadhus
have been allotted land by their Akharas to sent up tents; the Ganga bustles
with life and brightly painted wooden boats Vishal Srivastava, Anand Mohan ]

next month and a half, every inch of the
banks of the Ganga is prized real-estate.

The UP government has set up 1.6 lakh
tents, of which 2,200 are luxury tents and
the rest are several smaller ones on the
river banks. Besides, there are 218 hotels,
204 guest houses and 90 dharamshalas
across the city.

anight for the dorms to Rs 35,000 for the
high-end ones.

One of the highlights of the Mela stay
is the Arial Dome City, run by Evo Life
Space Pvt. Ltd., in collaboration with the
UP Tourism Department. Spread over
3.25 acres of the river bank on the Arial

Ghat, the 44 transparent

The super-deluxe The Mela officials domes, each with 32 sq
tents and villas, priced - ft space, claim to pro-
between Rs 18,000 and estimate revenues of vide state-of-the-art
Rs20,000aday,include Rs 25,000 crore comfort.
amenities such as pri- £ he Mel d However, with three
vate bathrooms, blow- rom the Mela an days left for the Kumbh
ers, Wi-Fi, and even an overall impact of  Mela,ateam of workers
butler services. are still setting up the
Premium accommoda- Rs 2 lakh crore on domes. Inside these
tions, such as those at  the economy of the igloo-shaped struc-
the privately owned Uttar Pradesh tures, made of transpar-

Sangam Nivas Prayagraj
on the river banks,
command tariffs of Rs 1 lakh per night
for two guests, featuring en-suite bath-
rooms, heating, and high-end services.
Demand is high, with all 44 super-lux-
ury tents at the property sold out on aus-
picious bathing days, UP government of-
ficials said.

The Uttar Pradesh State Tourism
Development Corporation (UPSTDC) has
four categories of tents — Villa,
Maharaja, Swiss Cottage and Dormitory
— with the prices ranging from Rs 1,500

ent plastic panels and
supported by metal
frames, violet drapes hang limply, some
of it pooling onto the artificial grass floor
below.

A night’s stay in these domes comes
with three meals, bonfire and a trip to
the Sangam, and a tariff of Rs 61,000. “We
are almost booked but the preparations
are continuing. Most of the domes in the
area are nearing completion, we got the
land very late,” says Mukesh, who was at
the site, overseeing the construction of
the domes.
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KUMBH IN NUMBERS

DEVOTEES

40
CRORE

BUDGET

16,990
CRORE

TENTS

1.6
LAKH

TOILETS

1.5
LAKH

Projects 549

Lights 67,000

Wall murals/ 18 lakh sq ft

street art

Buses 7,000

Water pipelines 1,249 km

Saplings planted 3lakh

Temporary ghats 12 km

Total ghats 16

AVERAGEBID FORSTALL
AT SANGAM AREA

OVERRI CRORE

GOVERNMENT’S TURNOVER
ESTIMATE

125,000 CRORE

Besides the tents on the river banks,
there are hotels near the Mela site, built
over nine months, that charge between
Rs 10,000 and Rs 25,000 a night.

Shikhar Keshwani, owner of City
Lights Inn, opened his hotel just a month
ago. “Our hotel is 80 per cent booked for
the whole month. Onimportant dates, we
are full,” he says.

Private homestays have also mush-
roomed, with investments ranging from
Rs 10lakh toRs 1 crore to accommodate
visitors.

Dayanand Sharma, who spent over
Rs 15 lakh on his homestay near the
Sangam area, says, “We are hoping to
triple our turnover. This will cover the
construction cost and pay off the loan,”
he says.

It's not just the middle-class tourist
who will have to shell out a fortune to stay
in Prayagraj. Sadhus, who are allotted free
land by their Akharas, have also been
complaining about rising costs.

Naga sadhu Digambar Bhavani Giri's
tent near the Sangam, propped up by
poles, has asbestos sheets for the roof and
wall. He says he spent Rs 10,000 on a
green carpet to line the tent and over Rs
2,500 on firewood.

Pancham Giri, another sadhu, shares
that his savings of Rs 50,000 were fast run-
ning out. “The government should give us

free firewood and carpets. The tents are of
poor quality and offer no shelter from the
cold,” he says.

Something for everyone

For small and large businesses on the
Mela grounds and beyond, Kumbh repre-
sents both a gamble and an opportunity,
where faith, hard work, and market dy-
namics intersect.

Professor Badri Narayan, Director of
Govind Ballabh Pant Social Science
Institute (GBPSSI) in Prayagraj, says that
the Maha Kumbh Mela touches everyone
— from a rag picker to a luxury hotel
owner.

“According to most estimates, the
Kumbh Mela may generate around Rs 200
crore in business this year. Small-time
vendors, workers in the informal sector,
and those providing everyday goods and
services establish temporary livelihoods
during the event. Even ragpickers benefit
economically. This is a significant eco-
nomic resource,” he says.

Mahendra Kumar Goyal, president of
the UP chapter of the Confederation of All
India Traders, says, “We predicted a
turnover of Rs 25,000 crore from this
event. This includes turnovers of Rs 5,000
crore from puja items, Rs 4,000 crore from
dairy products and Rs 800 crore from
flowers. The hospitality sector, especially
the luxury hotels, is expected to have a
combined turnover of Rs 6,000 crore.”

Alok Shukla, President of the UP chap-
ter of the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII), describes the Maha Kumbh as a
“golden opportunity” for local businesses,
with “revenues equivalent to one year
worth of business compressed into two
months”.

At his food stall near Parade Grounds
in the Sangam area, Ashish Mishra, after a
string of phone calls to coordinate inven-
tories, talks about why he is hopeful about
his business. “On snan days, profits are 10
times higher than usual,” says Ashish,
who has stocked up on potatoes, onions,
tomatoes, rice and flour a month in ad-
vance. He spent Rs 92 lakh to bid for his
stall. “If even a crore people spend Rs1
each, I'll be happy,” he smiles.

Pankaj Mishra, who has set up one of
the biggest kachori stalls at the Mela, says
he spent Rs 92 lakh to set up the stall and
employs over 100 workers, including
cooks and cleaning staff. “It all depends
on police barricading. If the devotees
come, it’s fine. Otherwise, we're done,” he
says while settling the day’s wages for
each of his workers.

Away from the Mela grounds, the river
bustles with life as passengers settle into
brightly painted wooden boats. Raju
Nishad, a paddle boat operator, waits for
customers — a group has just turned
down his fee of Rs 75 per passenger.

“I'had to take aloan of Rs 1 lakh to buy
this boat. I will have to earn at least Rs 3-
4 1akh this year if  have to survive. Every
time the VIPs come, our boats are stopped.
[ have to work twice as hard to earn,” he
says. Minutes later, he finally gets his first
ride of the day.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CRUMBLING FORETOLD

Delhi election frames the key question for INDIA: What
remains of it, should it even exist?

HE CRUMBLING OF the INDIA bloc is unsurprising and, in all likelihood, it

will go unlamented with Delhi's electoral wind. After all, even when it was

being put together in the run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha election, it seemed

to be a last-minute patchwork of short-term calculations and compulsions,
egos and ambitions, against the dominant BJP, lacking a stitched-together story or theme.
The LSresults in June 2024 -- with the alliance getting 234, restricting the BJP to 240, and
Congress nearly doubling its own tally to 99 -- gave it an appearance of coherence. But that
impression proved to be shortlived. It was dispelled all too soon following the setbacks
to INDIA constituents in Haryana and Maharashtra and the BJP's victories. Now, as the
Delhi election approaches, as Congress takes on the AAP which is fighting off the challenge
from the BJP, and the TMC and SP throw their (symbolic) weight behind the AAP, the
Opposition alliance faces an existential question that has been raised both within it and
outside: What remains of it, and should it even continue to exist?

The central problem with the INDIA bloc is that the party atits centre is weak and pre-
tends not to know it. Congress, the largest member of the alliance, does not command the
respect of its regional allies because its hauteur is not matched by its performance. It did
wellin the Lok Sabha polls but that was in comparison to its own unchecked waning, and
by all accounts, its regional partners in different states contributed to its tally. In Delhi,
where it once ruled for a straight three terms, in the last two elections, both assembly
and parliamentary, Congress did not win a single seat, and its vote share has been in steep
decline, dipping from 40.31 per cent in 2008 to 4.26 per cent in 2020. It does not take
much political acumen to see why the AAP, which has weaned away most of the Congress
vote in Delhi, would not want to cede any ground to it, especially after Congress refused
to give it any quarter in the Haryana assembly poll most recently. If in Delhi it is the AAP
which is the face of the fight against the BJP, in Bihar, the only other assembly election
this year, it will be the R]D. In both elections, Congress is barely in the reckoning.

In the absence of a larger conviction or binding commitment, the INDIA alliance may
not withstand the strains of a hardheaded politics. Even if it dies, however, the space that
itoccupies will arguably continue to exist. The BJP's dominance has received a dent or two
but it is undoubtedly the primary pole of the polity, which shapes and structures the po-
litical terrain and contest. A national alternative to it remains a democratic imperative. But
for it to be enduring and persuasive, it will need its main pole, the Congress, to be bigger
and stronger. Or more generous and humble if it has to get anti-BJP parties to come to-
gether and pool their strengths, not on the basis of short-term convenience, but to tell a
thought-through and shared story. That, from the evidence so far, is hardly evident.

CEO CAN’T SEE

Asking employees to put in more hours at the cost of health,
family life, recreation shows a lack of empathy — and ideas

HERE IS A crisis of imagination and no amount of perks, ESOPs or staggering

six-figure salaries seem to square up to it. The future of productivity, if in-

dustry bros are to be believed, lies not in work-life balance but in work-work

sublimation. After Narayana Murthy's prescription of a 70-hour work week
in 2023, Larsen and Toubro (L&T) chairman S N Subrahmanyan has urged employees to
putin 90 hours at work every week and to even forgo weekends in the pursuit of profes-
sional excellence. In between, corporate leaders of all stripes — from Bhavish Agarwal of
OLA to Bombay Shaving Company’s CEO Shantanu Deshpande — have advocated harsher
work regimens for a variety of reasons, ranging from character building to nation build-
ing. After all, as Subrahmanyan said in the annual company meeting, “How long can you
stare at your wife, how long can the wife stare at the husband?” He could well be saying,
“Who wouldn’t want to sacrifice their health, relationships, and interests in exchange for
more targets?” To a work force struggling with high stress, low income, fewer opportu-
nities and inadequate support systems, the hard bottom line and cold condescension
could not be clearer: Turnover above all.

Of course, this hasn't exactly been a secret from employees at the receiving end of
HR's exhortations to colour-coded festival celebrations, attendance regularisation, im-
practical targets and support for little else. As it is, employees in Asian countries work an
average of nearly 49 hours a week in contrast to 37.9 hours per week in North America and
about 37-odd hours in Europe. But when it comes from those at the top of the pyramid,
such statements show a shocking lack of consideration for the human cost of such bench-
marks. The suggestion that more hours translate to greater productivity and success has
no basis in facts. It overlooks employee well-being, both physical and mental, familial de-
mands, and long-term sustainability. A 24/7 work culture presupposes the luxury of a
structure of support and care in homes, out of the realm of possibility for a majority on
account of income or availability.

Ina country where even the prime minister valorises working for 22 hours, bucking
the trend is hard work. It requires an intuitive acumen to align individual needs with
corporate demands and the ability to internalise what the International Labour
Organisation highlights in its Preamble: “Labour is not a commodity”. That's a bottom-
line most CEOs fail to read.

A SONG SUNG TRUE

Untrained, but with an innate understanding of melody, P
Jayachandran’s voice transcended the limits of time and language

T CAN'T HAVE been easy being a singer at the same time as K] Yesudas, a vocal-

ist who has towered over the various South Indian film industries, especially

Malayalam, for over half a century. How did G Jayachandran manage to create a

niche for himself, with the bittersweet notes of songs sung by him in the 1960s,
like “Manjalayil mungi thorthi”, still resonating with listeners? What helped Jayachandran,
who died at the age of 80 this week, establish himself as Kerala’s “bhava gayakan” (soul-
ful singer) was his naturally light yet expressive voice, which flew from note to note with
remarkable grace.

Over the course of his career, Jayachandran won fans across the Malayalam, Tamil,
Kannada and Telugu film industries, as well as a National Film Award (1985, for Sree
Narayana Guru)and several state film awards in Kerala and Tamil Nadu. His debut in 1966
was the result of a chance encounter with filmmaker A Vincent. Jayachandran was not
trained, but his voice captivated all who heard it. From G Devarajan and M S Baburaj, to
M S Viswanathan and Ilaiyaraja, composers credited some of their biggest hits to his mel-
low voice. His innate understanding of what each composition demanded resulted in
sometimes astonishing results, like when he recorded three songs for Ilaiyaraja for the 1983
Tamil film Vaidehi Kathirunthal in a single day — with all three becoming huge hits.

A story that is often shared about Jayachandran involves one of the songs, “Rasaathi
unna”, that he recorded that day. It is said that when the song was playing at a theatre in
Cumbum, Tamil Nadu, a herd of wild elephants emerged to listen, quietly returning to
the forest after it ended. This may or may not be true. But Jayachandran’s voice, as it tran-
scends the limits of both time and language, continues to echo in many hearts.
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WOoORDLY WISE
WHERE WORDS FAIL, MUSIC SPEAKS.
— HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN

My friend Manmohan

His life reflected his concern with values.
His example endures

JAGDISH BHAGWATI

WHEN MANMOHAN SINGH passed away
last month, India lost a statesman who had
the unusual distinction of having been Prime
Minister for 10 years, Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India, head of the Planning
Commission, and then leader of the
Opposition in Rajya Sabha.

But for me, the loss was profoundly per-
sonal. I had known him for over half a cen-
tury ever since we first met in 1954 at St.
John's College in Cambridge, our paths cross-
ing intermittently thereafter. We met again
at Oxford where he took his D.Phil. with a cel-
ebrated thesis on India’s exports under the
distinguished economist lan Little (also a tu-
tor of mine), and in Delhi when I was at the
Indian Statistical Institute and then at the
Delhi School of Economics.

St. John’s College in Cambridge was the
home of the great Alfred Marshall, the doyen
of British economists. I was admitted to study
Economics. On the other hand, Makarand
Dehejia, also from Bombay, had broken all
records in science and was therefore admit-
ted to study engineering. We came after earn-
ing our Bachelor's degrees, since we had par-
ents who could afford to send us to England.
Manmohan came from a very modest fam-
ily in Punjab and had to wait for financial sup-
port from the vice-chancellor of his univer-
sity to come to Cambridge.

Unlike other students such as myself, who
attended debates or punted in the river,
Manmohan concentrated on his studies.I was
impressed also by the fact that, before settling
down to work through his assignments, he
took a cold shower in the early morning while
his roommates shivered under several blan-
kets. I speculated that Manmohan would go
far, but little did I think that one day he would
be our Prime Minister!

Later, especially when he
joined the United Nations in
New York in his first job
after completing his
doctorate in Oxford, I
discovered that Manmohan
also had a large heart. Those
were the days when Indians
were given a pittance by way
of foreign exchange when
they went abroad. So,
numerous friends and even
their friends from Punjab
arrived in New York and
descended on Manmohan,
seeking dollars and even
expecting him and his wife,
Gursharan, to put them up
in their home. And they
obliged, unwilling or unable
to say no.

Later, especially when he joined the
United Nations in New York in his first job af-
ter completing his doctorate in Oxford, I dis-
covered that Manmohan also had a large
heart. Those were the days when Indians
were given a pittance by way of foreign ex-
change when they went abroad. So, numer-
ous friends and even their friends from
Punjab arrived in New York and descended
on Manmohan, seeking dollars and even ex-
pecting him and his wife, Gursharan, to put
themup in their home. And they obliged, un-
willing or unable to say no.

Manmohan’s generosity was legendary.
[ saw it on display often as our paths crossed

occasionally in Delhi. I recall a striking in-
stance when Rajiv Gandhi was giving an
Endowed Lecture at Columbia University. Sonia
Gandhi was standing by herself alone, while
the students flocked around Rajiv. Manmohan
then approached my wife, Professor Padma
Desai, and asked her to talk to Sonia. Padma
told me that Sonia had told her that she was
worried about the safety of her children in the
United States, and would shift them to study
instead in England where she thought they
would be better protected (which she did but
lost Rajiv to a LTTE terrorist later).

[ went often to Delhi when Manmohan
was the Prime Minister. Every time, he gra-
ciously wanted to invite me to tea or lunch.
ButIwas hesitant because he was the Prime
Minister and his time was surely more im-
portant than mine. [ would often sneakinand
out, not bothering to call him. ButIrecall that
once I got caught spectacularly. I was on a
panel and Manmohan turned out to be also
onit! Iapologised for not calling him; and he
turned around, looking at me and asked me
todo so. Amusingly, the newspapers the next
morning had a photograph of the two of us

talking on the panel, with the caption: The
Prime Minister consults Professor Bhagwati
on the economy!

No one can become the Prime Minister
without overwhelming good luck. Manmohan
was no exception. He was lucky twice.

First, he became the Finance Minister in
1991 when Narasimha Rao was the Prime
Minister. P C Alexander, a senior bureaucrat,
had been consulted and had recommended
G Patel and Manmohan as possible candi-
dates, with IG being the senior candidate and
also, like Manmohan, a Cambridge First in
Economics. But IG (as everyone called him)
apparently declined; it seems that he was cau-
tious because India was in the middle of a bal-
ance of payments crisis and the prospects of a
successful tenure as the Finance Minister were
dicey. Manmohan accepted.

Second, he became the Prime Minister
when Sonia Gandhi was looking for someone
who would take on the role and hold it until
her own son was ready, leaving the position
without fuss when asked. So, he lost auton-
omy to the “dynasty” and his tenure this time
around would be more controversial.

No reminiscence of Manmohan would be
complete without my recalling that he once
told me that, while economists were taught
to get prices right, it was equally important to
get values right. His life reflected his concern
with values. I saw this when, despite his grat-
itude to his vice-chancellor who had financed
his education at Cambridge, he sided instead
with the Class IV workers who were striking
to unionise. His humane voice is silenced with
his passing. But his example endures.

The writer is University Professor of
Economics, Law, and International Relations
at Columbia University

i 9
| "
L

e —

RAMA YV 1§AR

SYMPTOM OF A LARGER MALADY

Blinkit’s ‘10-minute’ ambulance highlights critical gaps in healthcare delivery

THE SIREN OF a speeding ambulance has be-
come part of urban life across India. The only
time uncaring drivers are willing to give way
to a fellow citizen is in response to the wail-
ing of an ambulance. An increase in chronic
diseases and road accidents has spurred the
demand for emergency services and hospi-
talisation. Ambulance services are an impor-
tantlink for transporting patients who require
emergency care.

For long, ambulances were available only
at a hospital. In the 1980s, non-government
organisations stepped in, particularly in
southern India, to provide voluntary and free
ambulance services. Over the last decade,
several state governments have provided
ambulance services for womenin the repro-
ductive age group and for children below five
years. Ambulance services were introduced
to transport expectant mothers to healthcare
facilities mostly in urban areas. Under the
National Rural Health Mission, ambulance
services were introduced in a public-private
partnership mode.

More recently, several private ambulance
services have been introduced both by cor-
porate hospitals and companies. Blinkit, an
online delivery service, has recently launched
a “10-minute” ambulance service in
Gurugram. A press release says that theiram-
bulances will be equipped with life-saving
facilities for patient transport.

A*“10-minute” ambulance service, like the
30-minute pizza delivery offers, sounds far-
fetched given the bumper-to-bumper trafficin
urban India. It exerts enormous pressure on
the ambulance driver, as is the case with deliv-
ery service providers. There is no mention,
however, of the cost of Blinkit services and
how it compares to other ambulance services
available in the market.

According to recent reports, the Indianam-
bulance market, valued at $1.5 billionin 2022,
is projected to grow by over 5 per cent com-

Mere expansion of
ambulance services does not
ensure quality. In fact, the
lack of regulation of quality
is a serious concern. Several
studies have shown that the
lack of availability of assured
ambulance service, required
and functioning equipment,
trained staff and Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT)
are serious gaps. The non-
availability of a standard
pan-India toll free number,
along with the lack of a
systematic plan for
monitoring and
accountability to ensure
timely and optimal care are
some of the other areas
needing action.

pounded annual growth rate in the 2024-
2028 period. Despite this, the focus remains
largely on patient transfer rather than critical
emergency care. Out of 17,495 operational
ambulances currently, only 3,441 have
Advanced Life Support (ALS) units.

Moreover, there is much variation in the
availability of ambulance services across
states. Western states, including Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Goa, followed by
southern Indian states with a large private
healthcare sector, dominate the market for
ambulance services. There is, however, a sig-
nificant shortage in northeastern states.

There is much variation in ambulance
services offered. These range from just trans-
porting of patients, with no support services,
to those that have Basic Life Support (BLS) to
ALS units. Eachis designed for specific medical
needs. While BLS ambulance services are
equipped forimmediate care like cardio-pul-
monary resuscitation (CPR)and oxygen ther-
apy, ALS units offer advanced interventions
with cardiac monitors, defibrillators, and ven-
tilators. Additionally, there are specialised am-
bulances such as air ambulances for swift
long-distance transport and ICU ambulances
equipped for critical care.

A recent study by Niti Aayog shows that
not all these services have the required infra-
structure, equipment and technical staff to
qualify asambulance services. It revealed that
88 per cent of the hospitals had in-house am-
bulances but only 3 per cent of them had
Emergency Medical Technicians. Only 12 per
cent of all the hospitals have provisions for
specialised care during transportation.

Studies evaluating some of these services
have suggested a range of policy issues that
need to be addressed. First, one must recog-
nise that a large number of the so-called am-
bulance services are nothing more than pa-
tient transport facilities. Even in the case of
well-equipped ambulances, poor planning of

roads and traffic congestion in metros make
navigating ambulances in emergencies prob-
lematic and delay timely treatment.

Mere expansion of ambulance services
does not ensure quality. In fact, the lack of
regulation of quality is a serious concern.
Several studies have shown that the lack of
availability of assured ambulance service, re-
quired and functioning equipment, trained
staff and Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT) are serious gaps. The non-availability
of a standard pan-India toll free number,
along with the lack of a systematic plan for
monitoring and accountability to ensure
timely and optimal care are some of the other
areas needing action.

The unregulated growth of private ambu-
lance services is a serious shortcoming in the
provisioning of services. There is aneed forin-
vestment in developing standard protocols for
general and specialised ambulance services.
Skilling and certification of paramedics for
ambulance services is essential. Weak regu-
latory provisions affect service standards, op-
erational efficiency and liability issues. The
regulatory landscape is fragmented with cen-
tral and state level regulations, guidelines and
licensing requirements. This leads to bureau-
cratic hurdles, inconsistencies and corruption
for licensing of ambulance services.

Givenincreased longevity, contributing to
the need for elder care, as well as increasing
incidence of health emergencies, the provi-
sioning of efficient and modern ambulance
services will remain an attractive field for pri-
vate investment. However, publicly-funded
services, public-private partnerships and civil
society sponsored services have a critical role
in a society that can ill-afford high cost
private services.

The writer is retired professor,
Centre of Social Medicine and Community
Health Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi
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SLOW ON TALKS

ALTHOUGH PRIME Minister Rajiv Gandhi ap-
pointed a cabinet committee on Punjab
about a week ago, a lot of spadework is yet
to be done before starting a dialogue with
the Akalis. It appears that any further
progress in this regard may be made only af-
ter the Parliament session beginning next
week, which will be only for about 10 days.
There has not been any direct contact be-
tween the Government and the Akalis so far,
according to reliable sources.

LALDENGA IN DELHI
LALDENGA IS scheduled to fly back to New

epaper.tndianexpress.mm.. .

Delhi from London on or around January 15
to resume negotiations with the Indian gov-
ernment on the future of Mizoram within
the framework of the Indian Constitution.
His family members have been living in
London’s suburb of Woking since he arrived
here nearly two years ago after his abortive
negotiations, first with Morarji Desai’s and
then Indira Gandhi’s government.

THE US via USSR

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi will visit the
Soviet Union before he goes to Washington in
June. While the dates of his visit to the Soviet
Union are yet to be finalised by the two gov-
ernments, it is possible that the PM will visit

Moscow in either April or May, mainly be-
cause he, by that time, will be free from as-
sembly elections which are likely to be held
in early March. The Centre’s budget would
also have been presented by that time.

GAS LEAK CHAOS

MORETHAN 108 people were affected when
sodium hydro sulphate gas leaked from four
drums kept in a transport company’s
godown in the Baldev Baug area in Jabalpur.
People in the area were running helter-skel-
ter and leaving their homes in panic. Those
who inhaled the gas complained of intense
irritation in their eyes and throat. They were
treated at different hospitals.
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Where daughters can’t play

The world has failed Afghanistan’s girls and young women.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

GURINDER CHADHA'S MUCH-ACCLAIMED
and charmingly funny 2002 movie Bend It Like
Beckham starts with the football-crazy teen
Jess imagining herself as David Beckham
while watching England's set-piece superstar
on television. But then, that's not what girlsin
families with Indian roots settled in Hounslow,
West London are “supposed todo”. They can't
play ball, it's Barbies for them. Not training
partners, they are supposed to look for life
partners. Good Indian girls also don't get
coached to master free-kicks, they are taught
to get that perfect brown on their aloo-gobi.

Jess’s elder sister is getting engaged, her
mother, the highly-inflammable Mrs Bhamra,
isinatizzy. Losing her temper over her daugh-
ter's indifference to festivities at home, she
shouts: "Football, shootball! ... Your sister's
getting engaged and you're watching this
skinhead boy!" That's when Jess says some-
thing very important butis lost on her mother
--and might have gone over the head of most
parents of a girl-child across the globe, world
leaders, especially the Taliban. "Mum, it's
Beckham's corner!" Jess says in helpless ex-
asperation, underlining what the sport and
the sporting star mean to her — the world.

It’s a short dialogue that captures the
essence of the film, explains why one sees
more boys than girls on sporting fields and
also the staggering male-female gap in ath-
letic endurance that gets used to undermine
women's sport. A Beckham corner, even for a
girl, can be an event to switch off from the
world around her and get inspirationally
transfixed. Jess and other sporty girls too can
have what are viewed as unreasonable sport-
ing dreams and work towards making them
come true.

The fact that young girls, like boys, too
want to rush out of their homes, run in their
lanes, allow the breeze to hit their faces and
have dirt on their feet, is surprisingly lost on
those who set the rules,and make the big calls.
If half of this world is encouraged to kick a ball,
jump over a hurdle, shoot an arrow and wres-
tle on the mat, why can’t the other half do the
same? It's elementary and thus fundamental
to any human's right to equality.

In Afghanistan, women have historically
been systematically ostracised. Things got
worse when the Taliban returned to power in
2021. Among the many tribal doctrines they
putin place was to ask women to cover them-
selves from head to toe and keep away from
sports, besides education. It was a blow for the
many Jesses in Afghanistan. If shattered
dreams made a sound, Afghanistan could have
heard their loudest blast around the time the
Taliban were settling in Kabul.

Those defying the rules would be arrested,
imprisoned or stoned. Of late, things have
turned worse. Under the new bizarre infra pol-
icy, no new building can have windows
through which a passer-by can see women.
The windows of existing buildings needed to
be bricked or permanently covered. “Seeing
women working in kitchens, in courtyards or
collecting water from wells can lead to ob-

No wonder its women cricketers fled their homeland

scene acts,” the Taliban government
spokesperson is said to have announced. The
Afghan women cricketers had seen it coming
and that's why they fled their homeland.

Nahida Sapan was the Afghanistan team'’s
all-rounder and would also do scoring duty
during games. Days after the Taliban takeover,
when she was at the university, her professor
told them the class was over and they all
needed to go home for good. On the depress-
ing trip back, the girls would see Kalashnikov-
toting Taliban guarding the streets. Sapan
knew that her days of playing cricket were
over.Inamatter of days, women's cricket was
reduced to ashes.

That wasn't enough for the Taliban, they
wanted to track down each woman cricketer.
"If we catch one, we will catch all of them,”
they would proclaim. Sapan and other crick-
eters changed houses for days before decid-
ing to cross the border to Pakistan, hiding be-
hind their face-covering burqgas. From
Pakistan, with international support, the brave
sporty Afghan women would fly to Australia.

Since then, the “runaway” women crick-
eters from Afghanistan have been in Australia
as refugees. While covering the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, The Indian Express reporter
Sriram Veera would meet one of them — 21-
year-old Benafsha Hashimi. Her heart-rend-
ing story of courage is about Hashimi going to
impossible lengths and breaths, to keep the
cricketer in her alive.

Not very different from Sapan’s moment
of panic, Hashimi too got an overwhelming
scent of fear within days of the regime
change. Her family sent her out to withdraw
cash where the teenager would hear gun-
shots fired by Taliban soldiers near the bank.
She knew it was time to leave, there was no
chance she could play the sport her late fa-
ther encouraged her to play with his broth-
ers in the street.

Hashimi’s home in Kabul was very dif-
ferent from the Bhamra household, the one
created by Gurinder in her movie. The
feisty Afghan girl proudly shared how her
father wasn't like most Afghan males who
longed for sons. “He treated me like a little
princess. ... distributing laddoos when I was
born. He wanted me to study. ‘l am a special
one I could do whatever I want’ — he

Nahida Sapan was the
Afghanistan team’s
all-rounder and would also do
scoring duty during games.
Days after the Taliban
takeover, when she was at the
university, her professor told
them the class was over and
they all needed to go home for
good. On the depressing trip
back, the girls would see
Kalashnikov-toting Taliban
guarding the streets. Sapan
knew that her days of playing
cricket were over. In a matter
of days, women’s cricket was
reduced to ashes. That wasn't
enough for the Taliban, they
wanted to track down each
woman cricketer. ‘If we catch
one, we will catch all of them,’
they would proclaim.

CR Sasikumar

would tell me.”

Not just the family, it takes a village to raise
a child with sporting dreams. But not in a
country with regressive anti-women decrees
and a world not truly committed to wiping
out gender discrimination. That’s why Afghan
sports women couldn’t do what they willed
all their life and though the blame falls
squarely on the Taliban this time, there are
broader issues. Women only have seasonal
and not fully committed backers who mostly
offer lip service and practice double standards.

Once again “Support Afghan women
cricketers” is trending. International cricket
will come to Pakistan with the Champions
Trophy and this is another chance for the
world leaders to launch into the chorus of hol-
low moral support.

The other day UK prime minister Keir
Starmer appealed to the ICCto follow the book
and ban Afghanistan cricket. Next was South
Africa's Sports Minister Gayton McKenzie
adding his two bits. “As a man who comes
from arace that was not allowed equal access
to sporting opportunities during Apartheid, it
would be hypocritical and immoral to look the
other way today when the sameis being done
towards women anywhere in the world,” he
would say.

It's a valid and timely shout-out for the
Afghan women but why have the influential
global leaders allowed the Taliban govern-
ment to implement anachronistic policies,
starting with barring education? And in a
case of terrible timing, India, disregarding
Afghanistan’s gender apartheid, has ex-
tended a helping hand to the war-torn
country and met officials of the Taliban gov-
ernment. The irony is hard to miss. While
the political class continues to remain blind
to the Taliban way, it wants ICC to come
down heavily on Afghanistan cricket.

It’s a pity that we live in a complex world
thatis governed by many-layered geopolitics.
The world has failed Afghanistan’s girls and
women. All that the Sapans, Hashimis and
their cricket sisters wanted was to runin their
lanes, let the breeze hit their faces, dirty their
feet and swing the ball like Megan Schutt. Or
simply, “Bend it like Bumrah”.

sandeep.dwivedi@expressindia.com

The fallen tree on Akbar Road

As the Grand Old Party gets a new house, tales from its old address

RASHEED KIDWAI

IN MAY 1999, a storm brought down a large
tree on the premises of 24 Akbar Road,
killing an eight-year-old boy and demolish-
ing a makeshift temple inside the Congress
party office. The tree and the temple held a
special significance for the thousands who
thronged 24 Akbar Road, seeking election
tickets. Old-timers recalled the tree had
been there when the Congress office moved
to 24 Akbar Road in 1978 after the split in
the party. The temple had been constructed
by a holy man from Karnataka after he had
been given a party ticket. Many ticket aspi-
rants believed that the temple deity and the
tree had the power to grant the fulfilment
of one’s political aspirations.

Most AICC general secretaries rushed out
of their offices wondering how the tree had
fallenina storm that had lasted a mere 10 min-
utes. When the news reached Sonia late that
night, the then-AICC chief was visibly upset.
She was told the tree had had a “weak founda-
tion” — its roots had been decaying for long.
Some disgruntled party men drew a parallel
between the fallen tree and the Congress,
claiming that the tree and the party were
probably of the same age. The tree had ap-
peared invincible till it had suddenly collapsed.
The Congress under Sonia in 1999 looked
good, butits roots were decaying as the party
was then hopelessly placed in big states such
as Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal and Tamil
Nadu. However, 24 Akbar Road proved the
cynics wrong when the Congress marched

forward onto two back-to-back electoral suc-
cesses in 2004 and 2009.

24 Akbar Road was not Indira’s choice on
January 1,1978, when the then Congress pres-
ident, K Brahmananda Reddy announced that
she had been expelled from the party. Reddy
had the support of many powerful leaders
such as Y B Chavan, Vasantdada Patil and
Swaran Singh. The CWC met at the residence
of Maragatham Chandrasekhar at 3 Janpath.
Twelve out of 24 members sided with Indira,
but the AICC chief was not in an accommo-
dating mood. Buta Singh, A P Sharma, G K
Moopanar, Syed Mir Qasim, Maragatham
Chandrasekhar and Budh Priya Maurya,
marched to Reddy’s house to challenge
Indira’s expulsion. Buta, who was formerly
with the Akali Dal, spoke harshly to Reddy, de-
manding to know how Nehru’s daughter
could be expelled from the Congress.

Though she was greatly pained tolose her
party’s invaluable archives, when she returned
to power with a thumping majority in 1980,
Indira refused to stake a claim on 7 Jantar
Mantar. “I have built the party from scratch,
not once, but twice. The new office premises
will rejuvenate the party rank and file for
decades,” she told her politician son Sanjay
who broached the subject of returning to 7
Jantar Mantar.

This was not 24 Akbar Road’s first brush
with history. For two years beginningin 1961,
it had played host to Aung San Suu Kyi, Nobel
laureate and leader of the non-violent move-

ment for human rights and democracy in
Myanmar (the erstwhile Burma). Suu Kyi was
barely 15 when she arrived at 24 Akbar Road
with her mother, Daw Khin Kyi, Aung San’s
widow, who was appointed Myanmar’s am-
bassador to India. 24 Akbar Road was named
Burma House by Jawaharlal Nehru in recogni-
tion of Daw Khin Kyi’s special status. The
house built by Sir Edwin Lutyens between
1911 and 1925 was regarded as a singular ex-
ample of British colonial architecture and a
masterpiece of early modernism.

Suu Kyi was a young girl when she chose
for herself the room that was later occupied
by Rahul Gandhi in his capacity as general sec-
retary of the All India Congress Committee
(AICC). She picked the room because it had a
huge piano. Years later, while under house ar-
rest in a dilapidated lakeside habitation on
University Avenue in Rangoon, Suu often
played the piano for long hours to relieve the
depression of her confinement.

During Narasimha Rao, Sitaram Kesriand
Sonia Gandhi’s tenures as AICC head, 24 Akbar
Road changed in appearance. Its eight rooms
expanded to thirty-four. While the main bun-
galow remained more or less intact, it had five
ancillary portions added to it. Office-bearers
lounge about by a nearly-depleted library. At
the back of the house stands a row of more
than a dozen rooms constructed during the P
V Narasimha Rao regime. Then there are two
blocks of outhouses, a square of 10 rooms that
accommodates most of the secretarial staff,

and the residential block, which has dozens
of low-roof structures that house the party
karamcharis and their families.

Most of these constructions should have
been declared illegal, but successive political
regimes have looked the other way. Each time
Congress ruled Delhi, the urban development
or housing minister madeita point to prove his
loyalty by bending and flouting rules even fur-
ther to let 24 Akbar Road expand from within.

The period between 1978-1980was tough
for Congress. But Buta’s innovative thinking
helped. All visiting party leaders were re-
quested to “donate” money to the new party.
Buta also took the lead in organising meals
when visiting party members were hungry. If
he was short of cash, Buta would quietly leave
for Gurdwara Bangla Sahib and bring langar.
Often, Buta would walk across the road to 2
Motilal Nehru Marg, the residence of
Khurshed Alam Khan, son-in-law of former
president Zakir Hussain and father of Salman
Khurshid, who later served as AICC office-
bearer at 24 Akbar Road. This mild-mannered
management graduate from University of
Pennsylvania and his family were always will-
ing to help. Normally they had elaborate, non-
vegetarian meals, replete with kebabs, stews
and shorbas, but they would add vegetables
freshly grownin their kitchen garden to cater
to the vegetarians.

Kidwaiis ajournalist and
author of 24 Akbar Road
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Nepalis were caught unaware by the 2015 earthquake; awareness programmes
gained momentum in its aftermath. Predictably, complacency has crept in with
the passage of time. Not only has reconstruction of earthquake-resilient houses

slowed, even basic safety measures are ignored.”

— THEKATHMANDU POST

A destination
and journey

Kumbh Mela is not just a religious
congregation but also a place to
consider the challenges that humanity faces

BY RAM MADHAV

INDIA IS THE land of festivals. The Maha
Kumbh Mela, set to start in the Prayagraj city
of Uttar Pradesh in the coming week; is the
festival of festivals. Over 40 days, this massive
festival of religion and spirituality attracts
hundreds of millions of devotees from all
across the world, including tens of thou-
sands of non-Hindus.

Swami Vivekananda had described India
as “Dharma-Praana Bharata” — “Bharat with
dharma as the soul”. Everything, including
the festivals, revolves around dharma. For
ease of understanding, we tend to use the
word religion for it. But where religion is de-
fined as a set of “beliefs” in a given god or a
book, dharmais a path of continuous explo-
ration for self-discovery and purification of
one’s soul.

The religion of Hindus, which is more a
creed than a faith, insists on search and in-
quiry about noble and sacred truth rather
than blind belief. In the Hindu creed, there
are no believers in religion; there are only
seekers of truth. Mahatma Gandhi encap-
sulated this aspect so beautifully by saying “If
I were asked to define the Hindu creed, I
should simply say: Search after truth
through non-violent means. A man may not
believe in God and still call himself a Hindu.
Hinduismis arelentless pursuit after truth...
Truthis God. Denial of God we have known.
Denial of truth we have not known.”

All festivals in Hindu tradition are occa-
sions for soul-searching and truth-seeking.
The Kumbh Mela, a 12-yearly mega specta-
cle,is also one such occasion. Religions in the
world were born mostly through prophets
and sacred books. But the creed of Hindus
was born through a “Bhadra Iccha” — “be-
nign wish” of the sages for “Abhyudaya” —
“welfare and wellbeing in this life and here-
after”. Hindu history tells that the sages of
yore had come together, again and again, to
contemplate and deliberate on the mean-
ing and purpose of “existence”, and out of
those deliberations emerged the “benign
wish” for creating a worldview based on
principles of universal good. That became
the Dharma or creed of Hindus.

Kumbh Mela too began millennia ago as
one such occasion when the saints and sages
came together for weeks to deliberate onthe
dharma. Like in any other religion, myths
abound in Hinduism too. The word “myth”
sometimes evokes negative reactions in
India, whereas in the sphere of religion glob-
ally, myths are the stories of yore, not viewed
from the binary of truth and falsehood.
Mythology is story and history too. One such
mythological story explains the significance
of Kumbh Mela in the context of the battle
between Devas — gods — and Asuras —
demons — for owning “Amrit” — the holy
elixir. At the end of “Samudra Manthana” —
churning of the oceans, jointly undertaken
by the gods and demons, when the holy
elixiremerged — a competition erupted be-
tween the two groups to capture it. To pre-

vent the Amrit from falling into the hands of
the demons, the divine bird Garuda lifted
the pitcher and flew away. As the Asurasand
Devas clashed with each other in pursuit of
the Amrit, which lasted for 12 divine days
equal to 12 human years, a few drops of
Amrit fell at four places on earth: Prayagraj,
Haridwar, Nashik, and Ujjain. The Kumbh
Mela is held at these four places once in 12
years. Kumbh means the pitcher,areference
to the orb from which the elixir had dropped.

Althoughitbegan as anassembly of holy
men, Kumbh Mela acquired the character of
a massive human congregation over cen-
turies due to the patronage of successive
rulers across the country like the Nandas,
Guptas, Cholas and Pallavas. Huen Tsang, the
famous Chinese traveller, had recorded in
his travelogue about attending the festival
in the seventh century. Even some Mughal
and British rulers too were said to have pa-
tronised the massive spiritual congregation
over centuries.In2017,UNESCO inscribed it
in the Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Western worldview looked at nature as
an avenue of exploitation for human good,
whereas in Hindu tradition, nature is con-
sidered divine and integral to the existence
of the universe. The Atharva Veda, one of the
four Vedas, dedicated one sukta or chapter to
the praise of the earth, called “PrithviSukta”.
Seeking to instil reverence about Mother
Earth and nature, the Prithvi Sukta declared:
“Mata Prithvi; Putroham Prithvyah” — mean-
ing, “this earth is my mother, and I am her
offspring”. All Hindu festivals, including
Kumbh Mela, are designed to rekindle that
sense of sacredness about nature in the hu-
man consciousness.

Mega festivals like Kumbh Mela are not
just religious congregations meant for di-
vine blessings for individuals. They are sup-
posed to be the occasions for contemplation
and inquiry into the challenges that human-
ity faces and finding answers to them. Over
the last few centuries, the Hindu religious
and social order has become lethargic and
increasingly confined itself to revelling in rit-
uals and the past. As a result, India’s contri-
bution to the world's contemporary wisdom
became increasingly small.

Today, when the world is faced with eco-
nomic challenges, answers are sought from
institutions like the World Economic Forum;
and when it comes to challenges of climate,
we turn to the COP series of conferences. The
solutions that these Western-dominated in-
stitutions offer are not very different from
what traditional Indian wisdom can offer. For
example, the WEF is promoting the idea of
“stakeholder capitalism” as an answer to pres-
ent-day challenges. It is not much different
from the concept of “dharmakarta” inancient
Indian thought. Similarly, India can offer bet-
ter answers to humanity’s challenge of cli-
mate than the COP summits that focus more
on setting limits on climate destruction and
settling demands for climate financing.

The UP government deserves praise for
hosting the “Kumbh Global Summit on
Sustainability and Development” as part of
the Mela this year to offer an Indic vision for
climate mitigation. India should take the
lead in offering guidance to the world in
shaping the future on the basis of Eastern
wisdom. Festivals like Kumbh can be a great
occasion for that.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BJP. Views are personal

DEeLHI 8 KABUL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Engaging
Taliban’ (IE, January 10). Last year, India
signed a 10-year deal with US sanctions-
hitIran to operate the Chabahar port. The
move aimed to boost India’s trade links
with Afghanistan and Central Asia and
bypass the ports of Karachi and Gwadar
in Pakistan. Chabahar also figured in the
talks between Vikram Misri and
Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi. It appears
that India has realised that the Taliban is
going nowhere. For better or worse, it's
worthwhile to engage with them.
Khokan Das, Kolkata

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Engaging
Taliban’ (IE, January 10). Afghanistanis
geopolitically important, and India’s nu-
anced engagement with Kabul reflects
the new regional realities. The talks
pave the way for cooperation in human-
itarian aid, connectivity and financial
support. However, any attempt to nor-
malise relations must not come at the
cost of India’s security, human rights,
and the Taliban’s ties to insurgent
groups operating in Pakistan. India’s
commitment to helping the Afghan
people remains strong. But we should
not forget that this is a regime that has
shown little regard for the rights of
women and minorities.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WAIT AND WATCH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Fight for
capital’ (IE, January 9). AAP may find it-
self on a sticky wicket vis-a-vis the BJP.
Congressisindependently contestingand
is likely finishing at the bottom, as was
the case in 2015 and 2020. The BJP had
managed towinall seven Lok Sabha seats
during the 2024 general elections despite
Congress and AAP putting up ajoint fight.
All we can do now is watch how the par-
ties campaign and wait for the Delhi vot-
ers to decide who will govern them.

S KGupta, New Delhi

BJP’S DOUBLESPEAK

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Terms of in-
clusion’ (IE, January 9). Projecting PM
Modyi’s participation in Christmas Day cel-
ebrations as an outreach to the Christian
community is problematic, particularly
in light of the Sangh Parivar's continued
campaign against minority communities.
Itisreflected inreports of harassmentand
assaults on nuns and priests, vandalisa-
tion of places of worship, and disruption
of prayers, all of which occur more in BJP-
ruled states. These incidents have risen
since 2014, when the Modi-led BJP came
to power. It would be wise for the BJP to
address this mistreatment of minorities
before claiming to support them.

LR Murmu, New Delhi
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WHY FACT-CHECKERS HAVE BEEN
DUMPED BY META,HOWNOTES WORK

KARAN MAHADIK
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

META, THE company behind Facebook,
Instagram and WhatsApp, recently an-
nounced changes to content moderation
across its apps in the US. It will eliminate
fact-checking labels from fact-checkers,
replacing them with a ‘Community Notes’
system similar to X (formely Twitter). The
decision hasignited a broader debate over
the most effective strategy to combat mis-
information on social media.

Behind the change

Nine years ago, Meta began flagging
fake news with help from external fact-
checkers. Its independent fact-checking
programme was expanded after reports
said Russian disinformation campaigns
had targeted American voters during the
2016 presidential election campaign.

So far, fact-checkers and experts cer-
tified by the International Fact-Checking
Network (IFCN) would independently re-
view and rate potential misinformation
by citing their original reportage, inter-
viewing primary sources, consulting
public data, and analysing media. Meta
would ensure that content rated as “false”
was less visible to users.

Meta has now changed tack. It says
that this approach is flawed, and experts
may have biases — which “showed up in
the choices some made about what to
fact check and how”.

IFCN has pushed back. “The fact-
checkers used by Meta follow a Code of
Principles requiring non-partisanship
and transparency,” IFCN director Angie
Holan said in a statement. She said that
Meta’s decision “comes in the wake of ex-
treme political pressure from a new ad-
ministration and its supporters”.

US President-elect Donald Trump has

been critical of big tech companies for al-
legedly censoring conservatives online.

Community Notes

Community Notes was first piloted as
a programme called Birdwatch by
Twitterin 2021, that is, before Elon Musk
purchased the platform and renamed it.
It allows users to add facts and context
below a specific post. ACommunity Note
shows only if enough contributors vote
that it provides helpful context. Anyone
on X can add Notes if they meet certain
criteria, like having a six-month-old ac-
count, a verified phone number, and no
violations of X rules.

Initially, contributors are only allowed
to rate Community Notes as helpful or
not. Over time, they are allowed to write
and attach their own Notes. All contribu-
tions are publicly available, allowing any-
one to download the data and flag issues.
Meta’s model will likely be similar.

Crowdsourcing concerns

Given its crowdsourced nature,
Community Notes could be vulnerable to
coordinated manipulation. To address
this challenge, X uses a bridging algo-
rithm to determine whether a Note ap-
pears below a post. This means that a
Note will be shown only if it has been
rated as ‘helpful’ by people who have
tended to disagree in their past ratings.

X claims this helps “prevent a single
group from being able to engage in mass
voting to determine what notes are
shown”. It also claims to proactively invite
the inputs of contributors offering differ-
ent perspectives.

But challenges remain. Community
Notes may not be as effective in stopping
the spread of misinformation from one
platform to another. Their ability to capture
the nuance that goes into fact-checking po-
litical news has also been questioned.

COFFEEISGOODFORYOU—BUTONLY
INTHE MORNING: LARGE STUDY

PEOPLE WHO drink coffee in the morn-
ings reap benefits that are not seen by
those who consume the beverage later in
the day, a study published in the European
Heart Journal on Wednesday found.

Morning coffee drinkers were 16% less
likely to die of any cause, and
31%lesslikely to die from car-
diovascular disease than those
whodid not consume the bev-
erage. There was, however, no
significant reduction in mor-
tality for all-day drinkers com-
pared to non-drinkers.

These benefits came irre-
spective of how much coffee
one drank. “It’s not just
whether you drink coffee or
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Nutrition Examination Survey between
1999 and 2018. It was verified using data
from the Women'’s and Men'’s Lifestyle
Validation Studies (2010-13) which in-
cluded the seven-day dietary record of
1,463 American adults.

Although this study did
not explain the rationale be-
hind these findings, previous
research has highlighted the
deleterious impact that the
consumption of caffeine — the
main stimulantin coffee — has
on human sleep. An oft-cited
2013 study found that caffeine
consumption even six hours
prior to bedtime can have ma-
jor disruptive effects on sleep,

how much you drink, but the
time of day when you drink coffee that’s
important,” Lu Qi, one of the paper’s au-
thors, and an expert in nutrition and epi-
demiology at Tulane University in New
Orleans, told The Guardian.

The analysis was based on data col-
lected from 40,275 adults who partici-
pated in the US National Health and

which in turn has harmful ef-
fects on the heart, and overall health.

Prof Thomas F Liischer, in an accom-
panying editorial to the study, referred to
the growing body of evidence suggesting
that coffee drinking is indeed beneficial to
human health. He wrote: “Drink your cof-
fee, but do so in the morning!”
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CLIMATE CHANGE

What breaching 1.5°C means

It’s official: 2024 was the first year to breach the 1.5 degree Celsius threshold. With global emissions
continuing to grow, this was very much expected. The planet will only get warmer in the coming years

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE YEAR 2024 has now been confirmed to
have breached the 1.5 degree Celsius global
warming threshold, becoming the first cal-
endar year to do so.

The annual average temperature of
Earth’s surface in 2024 was 1.6 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial times (average
of the 1850-1900 period), according to data
from the Copernicus Climate Change Service
run by the European Centre for Medium
Range Weather Forecasting (ECMWEF).

The World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) used six datasets, including the one
used by ECMWE, to conclude that 2024 was
1.55 degrees Celsius warmer than pre-indus-
trial levels. Each of the six datasets found
2024 to be the warmest year ever, but not all
of them recorded the warming to be in ex-
cess of 1.5 degrees Celsius.

An arbitrary mark

The 1.5 degree mark is an arbitrarily de-
cided threshold. In terms of climate change
impacts, there is nothing new that will be-
gin to happen once this threshold is crossed.
Science only says that the climate impacts
are expected to become more severe and fre-
quent as warming increases.

The 2024 breach does not mean that the
1.5 degree target is over. This target, mentioned
in the 2015 Paris Agreement, refers to long-
term temperature trends, usually over two to
three decades, notannual or monthly averages.

The breach does not come as a surprise.
The WMO as been saying for more than two
years now that this threshold was almost
certain to be crossed before 2027.

As a result, this new data is unlikely to
trigger any fresh response measures from
countries to deal with the problem of cli-
mate change — something that has so far
been severely inadequate.

Global emissions are still on the rise, and
the 2030 emission cut targets are almost
certain to be missed. Therefore, there is
every likelihood that the breach that has
happened in 2024 would become a norm
within the next decade.

“One or two years that exceed 1.5 de-
grees Celsius above the pre-industrial level
does not imply that the Paris Agreement has
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been breached. However, with the current
rate of warming at more than 0.2 degrees
Celsius per decade, the probability of
breaching the 1.5 degree target of the Paris
Agreement within the 2030s is highly
likely,” the ECMWEF said in a statement.

2023, 2024 exceptionally warm

The year 2024 has now become the
warmest year ever, taking over from 2023
which was 1.45 degrees Celsius warmer
than pre-industrial levels. Together, these
two years were exceptionally warm, and

witnessed several record-breaking temper-
ature events. Every month since July 2023,
with the exception of July 2024, has been
more than 1.5 degrees Celsius warmer than
the corresponding monthly average of pre-
industrial times.

The years 2023 and 2024 stand out even
in the rapidly warming trend witnessed in
the last decade, ECMWF said. For instance,
the previous warmest year, 2016, which was
1.29 degrees Celsius warmer than pre-indus-
trial levels, was influenced by a very strong El
Nifio — a periodic oceanic phenomenon in

the eastern Pacific Ocean that has a big im-
pact on global weather. EI Nifio has a general
warming effect, while its opposite phenom-
enon, called La Nifia, has a cooling effect.

There was an El Nifio prevailing during
2023 and 2024 as well, but it was mild com-
pared to the 2015-2016 event. ECMWF said the
unusual warming of 2023 and 2024 could be
because of several other factors, though there
was no one dominant reason. It cited “unprece-
dented” EINifio-like systems in multiple other
ocean regions as one of the possible reasons.

An underwater volcanic eruption near
Tonga in the southern Pacific Ocean in
January 2022, and lower sulphur dioxide
emissions from the shipping industry in
2024 could also have contributed to the
warming, ECMWEF said. Sulphur dioxide in
the atmosphere reflects some solar radiation,
thus preventing it from reaching Earth.

The unusual warming could also be be-
cause of the Sun, which was in its solar max-
imum phase in 2024 during its routine 11-
year solar cycle. During the cycle, the
magnetic poles of the Sun flip from one end
to the other. ECMWF said an increase in the
solar energy reaching the Earth during the
solar maximum phase could have con-
tributed to the warming.

But these are only possibilities. A more
definitive analysis of the potential causes of
the 2023-24 warming will come later.

Looking at 2025 and beyond

The exceptional trends seen in 2023 and
2024 are unlikely to continue this year. As of
now, 2025 is not expected to emerge as the
warmest year. However, it is unlikely to be
substantially cooler either. In the last decade,
annual temperatures have been between 1.1
and 1.4 degrees Celsius higher than pre-in-
dustrial levels, and this year is expected to
fall in the same bracket.

Incidentally, the UK Met Office, in a fore-
castissued last month, said 2025 could very
well emerge as the third warmest year ever,
after 2024 and 2023.

According toa WMO report released last
year, there is a possibility of annual average
temperatures reaching as high as 1.9 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels in one of
the years before 2028. The report also said
that there is a 50% chance of the five-year av-
erage of annual temperatures up to 2028 ex-
ceeding the 1.5 degree Celsius threshold.

Behind LA fires: Heat, no rain, Santa Ana

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

AT LEAST 10 people have been killed in the
wildfires that continued to rage in Southern
California on Friday, powered by Santa Ana
winds that gusted to 112 kmph in some places.
The fires have destroyed thousands of
acres of land, entire streets, and thousands of
buildings in the Los Angeles area, forcing the
evacuation of more than 200,000 residents.

How many fires?

This is not the annual fire season in this
part of the United States. But as of Friday af-
ternoon (in India), at least five gigantic fires
were burning to the north, east, and west of
the Los Angeles area.

The Palisades fire, the largest and most de-
structive, had destroyed more than 17,000
acres in the Pacific Palisades neighbourhood to
the west of LA. It was only 6% contained as of
Friday afternoon, The New York Times reported.

The nextbiggest fire, the Eaton fire, is burn-
ing tothe east of LA. It has so far burned 10,000
acresin the San Gabriel Mountains to the north
of Pasadena. It has not been contained at all.

The Hurst fire, Lidia fire, and another fire

Firefighters trying to contain a wildfire
in California on Wednesday. Reuters

that broke out in LA’s West Hills neighbour-
hood have burned through between300 and
1,000 acres so far.

The Santa Ana winds

These winds blow when high pressure
builds over the Great Basin — the area be-
tween the Rocky Mountains and Sierra
Nevada — and pressureis low over California’s
coast. The difference in pressure triggers pow-

erful winds that move from the Basin’sinland
deserts east and north of Southern California
towards the Pacific Ocean.

As the wind comes down the mountains,
it compresses and heats up, and its humidity
falls — sometimes to less than 10%. The hot,
drywind dries out forests, and fuels wildfires.

Santa Ana winds are a natural part of
California’s climate pattern, and usually blow
from October to January. “Winter weather pat-
terns allow high pressure to build near the sur-
face of the Great Basin, which then interacts
with low-pressure air over the Pacific,” Rose
Schoenfeld, a National Weather Service mete-
orologistin Oxnard, California, told Bloomberg.

Role of climate change

California experienced its hottest ever June
and July, and the second hottest October in
2024.Much of Southern California has had no
rain since July, even though half the normal
rainy season has already passed. This is the
second driest spell in the region in 150 years.

The excessive heat and absence of rain
had already turned the vegetation very dry
when the Santa Ana began to blow, making
the forests even drier and vulnerable to fires.

California’s wildfire season has become
longer in recent decades. The state now has

twice as many fire weather days (when
weather conditions are favourable for wild-
fires) than in the early 1970s, according to
Wildfire Weather: Analyzing the 50-year shift
across America, a report published by the
nonprofit Climate Central in May 2023.

A 2021 study in the journal Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences, reported that
warmer and drier conditions have caused a
66% to 90% of the increase in California’s fire
weather days over the last few decades.

The fires have also become more intense.
According to a 2023 study published in PNAS,
10 of the biggest California wildfires have oc-
curred in the last 20 years — five of them in
2020 alone.

Another 2023 study published in Nature,
which analysed wildfires between 2003 and
2020, noted that the frequency of extreme
daily wildfire growth (>10,000 acres) has in-
creased by 25% in California compared to
pre-industrial times.

All of this is primarily driven by climate
change. Therise in global temperatures has led
to warmer springs and summers, and earlier
spring snow melts. Together, these conditions
lead to longer and more intense dry seasons,
putting more moisture stress on vegetation
and making forests more vulnerable to fires.

Space crunch, threats, a natural tendency: Why tigers go on long walks

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

LAST MONTH, a tigress ventured east from
Odisha, walking 300 km to West Bengal.
Another tiger was recently found to have
made its way from Uttarakhand to Himachal
Pradesh, and possibly even Jammu, reaching
justafew kilometres from the Line of Control.

AsIndia’s tiger population bounces back
in certain well-protected pockets, big cats
walking out of tiger reserves are making
headlines. But dispersal is natural for the
tiger — a solitary, territorial animal that
must create its own space with exclusive
hunting and reproductive rights.

Going far, under the radar

Anecdotal evidence suggests that tigers
have been testing the limits of their subcon-
tinental range for quite some time. Consider:

In 2016, conservationist and hotelier
Balendu Singh hosted the Pakistani human
rights activist Asma Jahangir and her indus-

trialist husband Tahir at Ranthambhore. As
they exchanged stories, Tahir Jahangir men-
tioned occasional sightings of tigers near
their holiday home in Murree, across the LoC.

“There is no recorded history of tigersin
Jammu. I was naturally incredulous but did-
n’t contest the guest’s claim. | remembered
him when I heard that a tiger was pho-
tographed by an Army patrol above Rajouri,
less than 100 km from Murree,” Singh said.

Despite their size and lazy gait, tigers are
adept at negotiating non-forest landscapes,
while remaining mostly out of sight — even
small green patches can help them travel
through landscapes dotted with villages.

Tiger dispersals are mostly exploratory
— they do not follow linear paths, and find
their way around barriers such as high-
ways, railways, canals, mines, and human
habitation.

In 2019, wildlife biologists documented
amale tiger’s journey within Maharashtra,
from Tipeshwar to Dnyanganga sanctuary.
To cover a linear distance of 315 km over
225 days, the tiger walked 3,000 km

through a mosaic of forest and agricultural
landscapes. During the journey, it used 89
resting sites — 73 in forests and 16 outside
— stopping for durations ranging from
seven hours to a week. Some of these pit
stops were made barely 300-500 metres
from human settlements.

Males tend to disperse more

A study of 29 tiger cubs between 2005
and 2011 in Ranthambhore found that
males showed a greater prob-
ability of dispersal (92.3%)
than females (36.4%). Males
also dispersed further (4.5-
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2008: A tiger walked a linear distance
of 197 km from Bhadra tiger reserve to
Dandeli sanctuary in Karnataka.

2018: A tiger from Ratapani sanctuary
in Madhya Pradesh moved to Mahisagar in
Gujarat — a linear distance of over 300 km.

2023: A tiger from Maharashtra’s
Brahmapuri travelled 2,000 km across four
states to reach Rayagada in Orissa — a lin-
ear distance of 650 km.

That said, tigresses too have been
recorded walking long dis-
tances. In 2015, a tigress trav-
elled a linear distance of 99
km to reach Ranipur sanctu-

148 km) than females (4.6-
25.8 km) from the area of birth.

Over the last two decades, long-distance
dispersals of male tigers have been well
documented:

2003: Broken Tail, the firstborn of
Ranthambhore’s iconic tigress Machhli,
travelled a linear distance of 150 km to
Darra sanctuary near Kota, where it was run
over by a train.

ary in Uttar Pradesh from
Panna in Madhya Pradesh.

Looking for territory, mates

Typically, a male tiger’s larger territory
encompasses smaller territories of multi-
ple female tigers. While related tigresses
may concede space to one another in adja-
cent ranges, every male tiger must estab-
lish its own territory when it comes of age.

epaper.indianexpre&s.mm.. .

Within the finite limits of shrinking
forests, this leads to frequent duels between
young pretenders and the mature males al-
ready in control of prime plots. If lucky to
survive the face-offs, the vanquished flee
the victor’s territory. For old tigers, such dis-
placement would signal impending death.
Young floaters, however, must keep explor-
ing for vacant slots and accessible tigresses.

A tiger forest reaching its carrying ca-
pacity is not the only scenario when indi-
vidual tigers wander outside.

InMadhya Pradesh, for instance, the first
tiger that was shifted to Panna from Penchin
2009 started walking south, looking for its
former home. It had to be recaptured. Last
month, tigress Zeenat showed the same
restlessness after being packed away from
Tadoba (Maharashtra) to Simlipal (Odisha).

Tigresses may also disperse to protect
cubs. In 2011, a tigress walked out of
Ranthambhore with her two cubs after the
male that sired them was airlifted to repop-
ulate Sariska. Wary of new males looking
to kill the cubs and mate with her, the ti-

gress took refuge in the ravines and mus-
tard fields by the Chambal river. The cubs
did not survive.

Not a zero-sum game

Surplus tigers from ‘source’ reserves
must fan out looking to reach low-tiger-
density areas. When they succeed, the fresh
gene flow revitalises isolated populations.
When they don’t, they die.

Also, without adequate monitoring,
tiger dispersals through non-forest areas
and human habitations may fuel man-an-
imal conflict, eroding the goodwill the na-
tional animal banks on. Dispersal routes
popular with tigers indicate the potential
for developing and protecting new habitats
so that the big cat may reclaim lost ground.

According to the latest all-India tiger es-
timate, one-fifth of India’s tiger area span-
ning 16 tiger reserves harbours only 25 —less
than 1% — of India’s 3,682 tigers. There are
enough forests for dispersing tigers to fill up.

LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained
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output growth hits 6-mont

high of 5.2% in November: Govt data

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 10

INDIA’S FACTORY output, as
measured by the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP), rose
to a six-month high of 5.2 per
cent in November from 3.7 per
cent in October, mainly due to a
favourable base effect along with
a pickup in manufacturing, cap-
ital goods, and consumer
durables.

It had grown by 2.5 per cent
in November 2023.
Cumulatively so far in the finan-
cial year 2024-25, industrial
growth has beenrecorded at4.1
per cent during April-November
as against 6.5 per cent in the
year-ago period.

Manufacturing, which ac-
counts for 77.6 per cent of the
weight of the IIP, surged to an
eight-month high of 5.8 per cent
in November from 4.4 per cent
in October and 1.3 per cent in
November 2023 primarily due
to a pickup amid the festive sea-
son. “Quite clearly the needle
appears to have turned during
the festival season which is a
good sign. The manufacturing
sector in particular has fared

— BRIEFLY —

Centrereleases
%1.73 L crorefor
tax devolution

New Delhi: The Centre on
Friday released tax devolu-
tion ofX1.73 lakh crore to the
state governments to accel-
erate capital expenditure
and finance welfare activi-
ties."A higher amountis be-
ing devolved this month to
enable states to accelerate
capital spending and finance
their development and wel-
fare-related expenditures,”
the finance ministry saidina
statement. The Union gov-
ernment has released tax
devolution of 1,73,030
crore to state governments
on Friday, as against the de-
volution of 89,086 crore in
December 2024, the min-
istry added. PTI

Arigtlaunches

globalinnovation
hubinHyderabad

Hyderabad:  Ariqt, a
Netherlands-based devel-
oper-first company, today
launched its  Global
Innovation Hub in
Hyderabad, marking the be-
ginning of its operations in
India. The facility at Auro
Galaxy wasinaugurated by D
Sridhar Babu, Minister for
Information Technology,
Electronics,

Communications, Industries,
and Commerce, Government
of Telangana. The Global
Innovation Hub, starting with
a headcount of over 300 en-
gineering professionalsin the
next two years, highlights
Ariqt’s trust in Hyderabad’s
ecosystem and skilled talent
pool. This reflects Arigt's com-
mitment to growth and its
confidence in the city’s un-
paralleled potential to drive
innovation, the company said
inastatement. PTI

Adani Wilmar
OFS:%4,850-cr
stake offloaded

New Delhi: Adani Group on
Friday raised 34,850 crore
from the sale of 13.5 per cent
of its stake in Fortune oil
maker Adani Wilmar as part
of a strategy to exit non-core
activities to focus on main
infrastructure business. The
conglomerate, which last
month announced its exit
from Adani Wilmar by sell-
ing the bulk of its stake to a
joint venture partner, had on
Thursday announced sale of
17.54 crore shares (13.50 per
centequity)in the company
on January 10 (to non-retail
investors)and on January 13
(toretail investors)ata floor
or minimum price of Rs 275
apiece. PTI

ALL INDIA INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION
Index === Growth Rates (%)
160 5.5 63 o [
155 = £
— 0
150 2
x

S 145 =
£ 2
140 (%
135 g
130 - >

m o ¥ ¥ ¥ & & < < 9+ 9+ < 0«

[Q\} (Q\} (Q\} AN AN AN AN [Q\} AN AN [Q\} AN AN
c &85 ¢ £ 2 853 2 88 2 ™%

well with growth of 5.8 per cent
over 1.3 per cent last year.
Besides the low base effect,
there has been a revival of both
capital goods and consumer
durable goods,” Madan
Sabnavis, Chief Economist, Bank
of Baroda said.

Mining output picked pace to
1.9 per cent in November from
0.9 per cent in October even
though it was lower than 7.0 per
cent growth in the year-ago pe-
riod. Electricity output grew by
4.4 per cent in November from
2.0 per cent in October. It had

grown by 5.8 per cent in the
year-ago period.

On the basis of use-base clas-
sification, the primary goods
output grew by 2.7 per cent in
November as against 2.5 per cent
in October and 8.4 per cent in the
year-ago period. Capital goods
segment, a key indicator of the
investment sentiment, grew 9.0
per cent in November as against
3.1 per cent growth in October
and a contraction of 1.1 per cent
in the year-ago period.

On the consumption goods
side, consumer durables in-

Rupee falls further, just
shy of 86/dollar mark

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

THE RUPEE declined to 85.97
against the US dollar on Friday as
American currency strengthened
and foreign funds pulled out
money from the equity market.
Surging crude oil prices overseas
and negative sentiment in domes-
tic equity markets also weighed
down the Indian currency.

The Indian currency opened
at 85.88 and hit an intra-day low
of 85.98 against the dollar. The
Reserve Bank reportedly inter-
vened in the market through
banks by selling dollars to arrest
the slide, forex market sources
said. The rupee is set to cross the
86levelin the coming weeks, they
said.

There were reports that the
rupee crossed the 86 level in the
non-deliverable forward (NDF)
market.A major reason for the
weakening of the rupeeis selling
by foreign investors in the equity
market. They had sold stocks
worth321,357 crore in January so
far. India's forex reserves dropped
by $5.693 billion to $634.585 bil-
lion in the week ended January
3, the Reserve Bank of India said
on Friday. The dollar strength-
ened onincreased demand amid
the anticipation of restrictive
trade measures by the new US
administration after Donald
Trump takes over as president on
January 20.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
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Dollar strengthened on
increased demand
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currencies, was trading 0.01 per
cent higherat 109.01. The 10-year
USbond yields alsorose toits April
2024 level at4.69 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, surged 1.96 per cent
to USD 78.43 per barrel in futures
trade. Forex dealers expect that
the pressure on currency will con-
tinue in the near-term. “Weak
tone in the domestic markets, a
strong greenback and persistent
FII outflows may continue to put
downside pressure on the rupee.
Additionally, the rising crude
prices, as well as surge in the US
treasuryyields may further weigh
on the domestic unit,” they said.

However, any RBI interven-
tion may support the rupee at
lower levels. Traders may take
cues from the non-farm payrolls
report and consumer sentiment
data from the US.

On the other hand, in the do-
mestic equity market, the 30-
share BSE Sensex declined 241.30
points,or0.31 per cent, tosettleat
77,378.91 points, while the Nifty
dropped 95.00 points, or 0.40 per
cent, to 23,431.50 points. The in-
dices have been on the downward
track for the past three sessions.

creased to a year's high, while
consumer and non-durables
lagged behind. Consumer
durables output — an indicator
of consumption demand —
grew 13.1 per centin November
as against 5.7 per cent growth
in the previous month and 4.8
per cent in the year-ago period.
Consumer non-durable goods
output, which reflects fast-
moving consumer goods, grew
by just 0.6 per cent in
November as against 2.6 per
cent growth in October and a
contraction of 3.4 per cent in

the year-ago period.

Economists, however,
pointed out that the improve-
ment in consumer durables
might not be a trend and may be
due to the festive season.

“All three sectors (manufac-
turing, mining, electricity) and
overall I[IP have been on an in-
creasing trend since September
2024. However, it will be too
early to termitas industrial de-
mand revival. Barring consumer
non-durables, all the sub-sec-
tors at the use-based level
recorded an improvement in
YoY growth in November 2024
from the previous month. The
growth continued to be led by
consumer durables, which
grew 13.1 per cent YoY, at over
a year’s high led by base effect.
However, the consumer non-
durables output was up by just
0.6 per cent YoY in November
2024. This was despite a
favourable base effect. The
uptick in consumer durables
may be due to the festive de-
mand and some discretionary
spending. This is not a trend and
needs to be monitored closely,”
Paras Jasrai, Senior Economic
Analyst, India Ratings and
Research said.

Mandatory for banks
to offer customers

fixed interest rate
product: RBI's FAQs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

THE RBI on Friday said it is
mandatory for banks to offer
fixed interest rate product in all
equated installment based per-
sonal loan categories.

The FAQs on 'Reset of Floating
Interest Rate on EMI based
Personal Loans' (August 2023)
also said the circular covers all
equated installment based per-
sonal loans, irrespective of
whether the interest rate is
linked to an external benchmark
or an internal benchmark.

At the time of sanction of
loans, annualised rate of inter-
est/ annual percentage rate
(APR), as applicable, should be
disclosed in the Key Fact
Statement (KFS) and the loan
agreement, the FAQs said when
and at what frequency should
banks and other regulated enti-
ties (REs) communicate with the
borrower.

During the tenure of the loan,
any increase in the EMI/tenor on
account of the external bench-
mark rate should be communi-
cated. The quarterly statements
should be provided disclosing at
the minimum, the principal and
interest recovered till date, EMI
amount, number of EMIs left and

Niti Aayog exploring ways to
find balance between govt and

corporate debt mark

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

NITI AAYOG is exploring ways to
realign the balance between the
very deep government debt mar-
ket and the corporate debt mar-
ket, a top official said on Friday.

The government think tank
will also examine the possible im-
pact of any moves which may be
aimed at deepening the corporate
debt market, its vice chairman
Suman Bery said atanevent here.

"A...balance that we are going
to have to get rightis between cor-
porate debt and government debt,
and exactly what that takes in
terms of both fiscal adjustment
and in terms of the liquidity in the
corporate debt market. These are
issues that we have been explor-
ing atNiti(Aayog)," Bery said atan
event organized by the Sebi-pro-
moted NISM here.

The government securities
market is very deep for many
years now, helped by policies like

Niti Aayog vice chairman
Suman Bery

amandatory statuary liquidity ra-
tio (SLR) for banks which ensures
that the government has ade-
quate resources to carry outitsde-
velopmental agenda. Thereis also
a very active secondary market
where such bonds are traded.

As against that, alot of efforts
have gone into deepening the
corporate debt market which can
serve as an alternative to bank
borrowing for entities.

The government's net bor-
rowing for FY25 has been pegged
atRs 11.63 lakh crore, while enti-

ets: Bery

ties have raised Rs 7.3 lakh crore
from the corporate debt market
inthe first nine months of the fis-
cal.

Bery also said that along with
rising income levels, there is a
need to ensure that financial lit-
eracy reaches more people,
which will include efforts to en-
sure that an "excess focus" on
safety does not push people into
riskier portfolios.

He said Sebi will have to "ag-
gressively" embark on aninvestor
education as the willingness of
Indian households to move into
the riskier world of capital mar-
kets gets established.

India can adopt an approach
which is a blend between bank-
ing dominated system and the
more riskier one dominated by
capital markets, he said.

Explaining the twodistinctap-
proaches, Bery said the US ap-
proach is helmed by capital mar-
kets willing to back riskier ideas,
while Europe has traditionally
been a banking-system led one.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

annualised rate of interest for the
tenor of the loan.

Regulated entities (REs), the
FAQs said have to mandatorily
offer fixed interest rate product
inall equated installment based
personal loan categories.

REs have to provide the op-
tion to the borrowers to switch
over to a fixed rate as per their
board approved policy at the
time of reset of interest rates.

In August 2023, the Reserve
Bank of India directed banks to
allow individual borrowers pay-
ing loans through EMIs to opt
for a fixed interest rate system
or extension of loan tenor, a
move aimed at preventing loa-
nees from falling into the trap of
negative amortisation, in wake
of rising interest rate.

The interest rates have
moved northward since May
2022 after the central bank
started raising the benchmark
lending rate (repo) in a bid to
check inflation following the
outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine
war.

As a result of a 250 basis
points increase in the reporate, a
large number of borrowers faced
negative amortisation, wherein
the EMIworks out to be less than
the interest obligation, resulting
in a persistent increase of the
principal amount.
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h Private insurers show 239%

jump In motor cCommission
payouts to 16,578 crore

Private players lag behind PSU insurers in claims ratio

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

DESPITE CONCERNS raised by the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI), private sector general in-
surers reported a 239 per cent
jump in commission expenses in
the motor insurance segment in
fiscal ended March 2024.
Interestingly, private insurers
lagged behind public sector coun-
terparts with alow claims ratio.
Private insurers shelled out
awhopping16,578 crore to mo-
tor insurance service providers
(MISPs) as commission during
the fiscal ended March 2024 as
against 34,890 crore in FY2023
while securing fresh businesses.
Interestingly, public sector insur-
ers kept away from the ‘commis-
sion game’ and reported only
31.59 per cent rise in commis-
sion expenses at 33,099 crore in
FY2024 as against 32,355 crore
in FY2023, according to the
Annual Report of the IRDAL.
When it comes to incurred
claims ratio, public sector insur-
ers led with 99.57 per cent while
private players were far behind
with a figure of 73.30 per cent,
according to the IRDAI report.
Incurred claim ratio refers to
the total claim amount paid by
the insurance company inratio to
the total premium amount col-
lected in a financial year. For in-
stance, if the incurred claim ratio
of aninsurance provideris 75 per
cent, then it means that the in-
surer pays 75 towards claim pay-

Whocan
becomea
® MISP

EXPLAINED

AMOTOR insurance
service provider (MISP) is
an automobile dealer
that an insurer or insur-
ance intermediary ap-
points to distribute and
service motor insurance
policies for vehicles sold
through them. Any auto-
mobile dealer who does
not attract any of the dis-
qualifications as laid
down in Section 42 of the
Insurance Act, 1938 is eli-
gible to become a MISP

ment for every X100 of premium
collected and the remaining 325
is considered as profit for the in-
surance company.

Meanwhile, earlier this year,
IRDAI had repealed its guidelines
capping the commission for
long-term motor insurance poli-
cies, aligning these policies with
the standard one-year motorin-
surance policies. Insurers can
now offer commissions within
the expense of management for
long-term policies. Total com-
mission expenses incurred by
private players for all categories,
including health, motor, marine
and fire, were at326,235 crore in
FY24 as against 10,192 crore.
PSU players’ expenses were
atk7,359 crore (36,340 crore).

MISPs were reportedly charg-

ing high commissions of over 50
per cent for new private carinsur-
ance policies. What is significant
is that high commission to MISPs
will inflate the insurance pre-
mium being paid by the car buy-
ers.If an MISP charge345,000in-
surance on a 312 lakh car, the
same policy could cost just Rs
20,000 if taken from the market.

One MISP was fined 33 crore
for denying cashless claims to
customers who didn't buy/re-
new their car insurance through
them. IRDAI had recently ex-
pressed concern over high com-
mission paid to MISPs during a
meeting with officials of non-
life insurance companies.

Car buyers have been com-
plaining about MISPs pushing
them to purchase specific poli-
cies at inflated prices.

Theissue hasraised regulatory
concerns, as some dealers have
been pushing vehicle sales along
with the purchase of insurance
from affiliated MISPs, thereby
denying customers their right to
choose their insurers. The Bima
Sugam platform promises to
change this landscape by facilitat-
ing a comprehensive digital mar-
ketplace where customers can
compare offerings from various
insurers. By promoting competi-
tion and transparency, Bima
Sugam s expected to lower com-
mission rates, ultimately leading
to savings for policyholders. With
its launch imminent, the plat-
form is poised to revolutionise
the insurance industry, empow-
ering consumers and fostering a
more competitive market.

System snag: Govt extends monthly
GST return and payment deadline

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

THE GOVERNMENT on Friday
extended the deadline for filing
monthly GST sales return form
GSTR-1 and GST payment by 2
days after taxpayers reported
technical glitches in the GSTN
system.

As per a notification by the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC), the last date
for filing GSTR-1 for December is
January 13, while that for taxpay-
ers opting for quarterly payment
under the QRMP scheme for the
October-December period will
be January 15.

Normally, the last date for fil-
ing GSTR-1 for monthly return
filersis January 11, while for quar-
terly taxpayers it is January 13.

The deadline for GST pay-
ment by filing GSTR-3B for
December has been extended to
January 22, from the existing date
of January 20.

For taxpayers who pay GST
quarterly, the due date has been
extended to January 24 and

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday stayed showcause
notices issued by GST authori-
ties worth over Rs 1 lakh crore
to online gaming companies
and casinos over alleged tax
evasion.

A bench of Justices ] B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan
said the matters required hear-
ing and all proceedings against
the gaming companies should

SC stays GST notices worth over 1
lakh cr against online gaming firms

remain stayed in the mean-
time. Additional solicitor gen-
eral N Venkataraman, repre-
senting the GST department,
said some showcause notices
would come to an end in
February.

The matter was posted on
March 18.GST authorities in
October 2023 issued show-
cause notices to online gaming
companies for tax evasion. PTI

January 26, depending on the
state-wise registration of the
business.

Earlier in the day, GST
Network said in a post on X that
ithas sentan "incidentreport” to
the Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) on the
technical glitches in the system
and requested an extension of
the filing date of GST sales return
or GSTR-1.

"GST portalis currently expe-

riencing technical issues and is
under maintenance. We expect
the portal to be operational by
12:00 noon. CBICis being sentan
incident report to consider ex-
tension in filing date,” GST Tech,
the official handle of GSTN, said
inapostonX.

The GST Network has been
facing technical glitches since
Thursday as taxpayers were un-
able to generate summary of
GSTR-1 and file the return.

Fund raising from capital markets may rise

21% to 14.7 lakh cr in FY2025: SE

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JANUARY 10

TOTAL CAPITAL market fund rais-
ing is likely to increase by 21 per
cent to X14.7 lakh crore in the fi-
nancial year 2025, from X11.8
lakh crore in the previous fiscal,
Securities and Exchange Board of
India Chairperson Madhabi Puri
Buch said on Friday.

In the first nine months (April-
December) of the current fiscal,
total resources mobilised from
the domestic capital market
stood at X10.7 lakh crore, which
included 7.3 lakh crore through
the primary debt marketand33.3
lakh crore from equity.

“If we project for the next
quarter (Q4), we will probably
end somewhere over 14 lakh
crore raised for the year
(FY2025), in terms of capital,
both equity and debt,” Buch said
at an event organized by SEBI
and National Institute of
Securities Markets (NISM).

She said in the January-
March quarter, another X1 lakh
crore is expected to be raised

SEBI chairperson Madhavi Puri Buch at a symposium on
securities market on capital for growth in Mumbai on
Friday. Amit Chakravarty

through equity, taking the overall
fund raise via equity to34.3 lakh
crore by the end of March 2025.

To scale up fund raising
through rights issue, Buch said
the regulator has come up with
a system in which the total end-
to-end time for arightsissue has
been reduced to 26 days from
317 days. Rights issue is an offer
given by the company to its ex-
isting shareholders to buy addi-
tional shares at a specific date

and at a reduced price.

Buch said fund raising
through Infrastructure
Investment Trust (InvIT), Real
Estate Investment Trust (REIT)
and municipal bonds is currently
low, but the potential to raise
money through these instru-
ments is high over the next few
years. In the first nine months, re-
sources mobilised through InvITs
and REITs stood atX10,000 crore.

While an InvIT raises funds

BI Chief

by issuing units to investors and
invests those funds primarily in
assets in the infrastructure sec-
tor, a REIT raises funds by issuing
units to investors and invests
those funds primarily in assets
in the real estate sector.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of the domestic bond mar-
ket, Buch said that it has signifi-
cantly contributed to the capital
formation in the country.

“The bond market con-
tributes almost 60 for every
%100 that the banking system
gives to corporate India. It plays
avital role in capital formation,”
she said. The primary market for
bonds in the country is very
strong. However, the traction in
the secondary market is moder-
ate because most of the investors
in the segment are buy-and-
hold investors, she said.

Highlighting the role of do-
mestic institutional investors
(DIIs), Buch said these investors
have lent a countervailing force
in times of volatility in foreign
flows. This has given a tremen-
dous resilience to the domestic
market.
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Impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol. Reuters

Yoon'’s chief of
security quits,

warns against
bloodshed

Seoul: The security chief of
impeached South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol,
under investigation for
blocking Yoon's arrest, re-
signed on Friday and said
any further efforts to de-
tain the ex-leader must
avoid bloodshed. Yoon's
short-lived declaration of
martial law on December
3 has plunged the country
intoa period of turbulence.
Anti-graft officers Those
officers were last week
stopped from bringing
Yooninfor questioningina
six-hour standoff with the
Presidential Security
Service, headed by Park
Chong-jun. Park, a former
senior police official, was
questioned by police on
Friday over his role in last
week's standoff. REUTERS

PAKISTAN

Gas explosionin
coal mine leaves
12 trapped

Islamabad: At least 12
miners were trapped in
Pakistan on Thursday af-
ter an explosion caused a
coal mine collapse in the
southwestern province of
Balochistan. The mishap
occurred in the Sanjdi
area outside the capital
city of Quetta. Chief
Mines Officer Abdul
Ghani Baloch said that a
gas explosion caused a
coal mine in the Sanjdi
area to collapse from the
inside, the Dawn news-
paper reported. “Efforts
are being made to pull all
the miners out alive,” he

said. PTI
LEBANON
Caretaker PMto
meet Syrian

leader al-Sharaa

Beirut: Lebanese caretaker
Prime Minister Najib
Mikati willmeet Syria'sde
facto leader Ahmed al-
Sharaa in Damascus on
Saturday, two Lebanese
sources said, becoming the
first head of government
tovisit Syria's capital since
the fall of Bashar al-Assad.
The visit will also be the
firstby a Lebanese premier
toneighbouring Syriain 15
years. Lebanon's new pres-
ident, Joseph Aoun, said on
Thursday there was a his-
toricopportunity for "a se-
rious and equal dialogue”™
with Syria, which had big
sway over its neighbour
during much of the Assad
family's five decades in
power. REUTERS

'LOOKS LIKEANATOMIC BOMB DROPPED’: L.A. SHERIFF

TOTAL DESTRUCTION: The aftermath of the Palisades fire in the Pacific Palisades neighborhood of Los Angeles, on Thursday. AP

:‘ﬁ‘-la.‘-"l:‘.

L,-
_‘"' “g“ -

"‘;\*l

Wy 2

L &

i

[
e 11
|

BEAMS BACK STUNNING PHOTOS

SPACECRAFT BuzzZES M ERCURY’S NORTH POLE

A spacecraft has beamed back some of the best close-up photos yet of Mercury’s north pole. The
European and Japanese robotic explorer swooped as close as 183 miles (295 kilometers) above
Mercury’s night side before passing directly over the planet’s north pole. The European Space
Agency released the stunning snapshots Thursday, showing the permanently shadowed craters. AP

LA wildfires: Calmer winds help ﬁreﬁghters

More than 10,000 buildings destroyed, 20 held for looting

JORGE GARCIA
& ROLLOROSS
LOS ANGELES, JANUARY 10

APAUSE in the fierce winds that
super-charged the ring of wild-
fires that devastated Los Angeles
this week helped crews make
progress in bringing the infernos
under control on Friday but
strong gusts could return over
the weekend, forecasters said.

The fires, which have devas-
tated Los Angeles neighbor-
hoods on the east and west sides
of the city, have so far killed 10
people and destroyed nearly
10,000 structures.

“Itlooks like an atomic bomb
dropped in these areas. [ don't
expect good news, and we're not
looking forward to those num-
bers," Los Angeles County Sheriff
Robert Luna said at a press con-
ference late on Thursday, refer-
ring to Pacific Palisades in the
west and Altadena in the east.

Wind conditions in the Los
Angeles area will improve Friday
through the weekend toabout 20
mph with gusts between 35 mph
to 50 mph, according to the
National Weather Service, afar cry
from days ago when wind gusts
blasted at upwards of 80 mph.

“It's not as gusty so that
should help firefighters, hope-
fully,” NWS meteorologist Allison
Santorelli said, adding that con-
ditions were still critical with low
humidity and dry vegetation.

Even as red flag wind condi-
tions were expected until Friday
afternoon, any periods of easing
would allow crucial support from
the air for firefighters on the
ground for aircraft can dropping
water and fire retardant on the
flaming hills.

As of early Friday, three major
fires were still burning. The
Palisades and Eaton fires already
rankas the most destructive in Los
Angeles history, consuming more
than 34,000 acres —or2 1/2 times

theland area of Manhattan —and
turning entire neighborhoods to
ash. The Palisades Fire is now 6%
controlled, while the Eaton Fire
still blazed out of control, as per
California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection.
U.S.mediaoutlets said the Los
Angeles Police Department was
investigating the Kenneth Fire as
a possible case of arson and had
taken a suspect into custody.
The Hurst Fire was 37% con-
tained, while the Lidia Fire was
75% contained. Firefighting crews
managed to bring the Sunset Fire
in the atop the Hollywood Hills
fully under control on Thursday;,
after flames had engulfed a ridge
overlooking Hollywood
Boulevard's Walk of Fame.
Officials said they were estab-
lishing curfews for areas affected
by mandatory evacuation orders
to preventlooting. About 20 peo-
ple had been arrested for looting
so far,according to the LA County
Sheriff's Department. REUTERS
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US hits Russian oil in toughest sanctlons yet

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 10

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden's ad-
ministration imposed its broad-
est package of sanctions so far
targeting Russia's oil and gas rev-
enues on Friday, in an effort to
give Kyivand Donald Trump's in-
coming team leverage toreacha
deal for peace in Ukraine.

The move is meant to cut
Russia's revenues for continuing
the war that has killed or
wounded tens of thousands and
reduced cities to rubble since
Moscow invaded Ukraine in

US President Joe Biden
February, 2022.
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in a
post on X that the measures an-
nounced on Friday will "deliver a
significant blow" to Moscow.

"The less revenue Russia earns
from oil ... the sooner peace will
be restored,” Zelenskyy added.

The U.S. Treasury said it had
imposed sanctions on Gazprom
Neft and Surgutneftegas, which
explore for, produce and sell oil as
well as 183 vessels that have
shipped Russian oil, many of
which are in the so-called shadow
fleet of aging tankers operated by
non-Western companies.

Many of those tankers have
been used to ship oil to India and
China as a price cap imposed by
the G7 countries in 2022 has
shifted much of the trade in
Russian oil from Europe to Asia.

EXPLAINED

India, Chinamay
faceimpact
®

THEREIS not a step in
the production and dis-
tribution chain that's
untouched in the latest
package of sanctions,
including intermedi-
aries, traders and ports.
However, the sanctions
may cause severe dis-
ruption of Russian oil
exports to its major
buyers including India
and China.

Canada Liberal Party to elect next PM on March 9

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
TORONTO JANUARY10

CANADA'S GOVERNING L1beral
Party will announce the coun-
try's next prime minister on
March 9 after a leadership vote
that follows the resignation of
Justin Trudeau this week, party

Chandra
Arya, MP
from
Nepean

leaders said late Thursday.
Trudeau remains prime min-
ister until anew leader is chosen.

The front runners for the
Liberal leadership are former cen-
tral banker Mark Carney and ex-
Finance Minster Chrystia
Freeland, whose abrupt resigna-
tion last month forced Trudeau's
exit. The next Liberal leader could
be the shortest-tenured prime
minister in the country's history.

Meanwhile, Canada’s Indian-

origin MP Chandra Arya has an-
nounced that he is running to be
the next PM, hours before his
Liberal Party announced the date
of election. Arya, the MP from
Nepean, Ottawa, who was born
in Karnataka, made the an-
nouncement on X Thursday
ahead of the Liberal Party's meet-
ing later in the evening,

US House votes
to sanction
International
Criminal Court

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 10

THE US House of Representatives
voted on Thursday to sanctionthe
International Criminal Court in
protest at its arrest warrants for
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his former de-
fense chief over the war in Gaza.

The vote was 243 to 140 in fa-
vor of the “Illegitimate Court
Counteraction Act,” which would
sanction any foreigner who inves-
tigates, arrests, detains or prose-
cutes US citizens or those of anal-
lied country, including Israel.
Forty-five Democrats joined 198
Republicans in backing the bill.

“America is passing this law
because a kangaroo court is
seeking to arrest the prime min-
ister of our great ally, Israel,” Rep.
Brian Mast, Republican chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, said in a House
speech before the vote.

Donald Trump appears remotely for a sentencing hearing at
New York Criminal Court in Manhattan on Friday. Reuters
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No jail or fine

for Trumpiin
hush money

sentencing

LUCCOHEN & JACKQUEEN
NEW YORK, JANUARY 10

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Donald
Trump will not go tojail or face any
other punishment for his criminal
conviction stemming from hush
money paid toa pornstar, ajudge
ruled on Friday but said Trump’s
January 20 inauguration would
not erase the jury verdict.

Justice Juan Merchan's sen-
tencing of Trump, 78, to uncon-
ditional discharge places a judg-
ment of guilt on his record and
closes a case that had loomed
over Trump's bid to retake the
White House. Trump will be the
first president to take office with
a felony criminal conviction.

Merchan said he was impos-
ing the sentence sparing Trump
jail, a fine or probation because
the US Constitution shields pres-
idents from criminal prosecution.
But he said the protections af-
forded to the office “do not reduce
the seriousness of a crime or jus-
tify its commission in any way.”

“The considerable, indeed ex-
traordinary, legal protection af-
forded by the office of the chief ex-
ecutiveis afactor that overridesall
others,” Merchan said. “Despite
the extraordinary breadth of those
protections, one power they do
not provide is the power to erase
jury verdicts.”

Trump pleaded not guilty
and has vowed to appeal the

guilty verdict. Appearing with
his lawyer on TV screens
beamed to the courtroom with
two American flags in the back-
ground, Trump called the case an
unsuccessful attempt to thwart
his re-election campaign.

“This has been a very terrible
experience,” Trump said before
sentencing, wearing ared tie with
white stripes. “I'm totally inno-
cent,Idid nothingwrong,” he said.

Trump did not testify during
the six-week trial last year but has
repeatedly disparaged Merchan
and Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg, who brought the
case, in public statements.

Joshua Steinglass, a prosecu-
tor with Bragg's office, said at the
hearing Trump had engaged ina
"coordinated campaign” to un-
dermine the legitimacy of the
case and "purposefully bred dis-
dain for our judicial institutions.”

He said prosecutors supported
the unconditional discharge sen-
tence. "The verdict in this case was
unanimous and decisive, and it
must be respected,” Steinglass
said. Now that he has been sen-
tenced, Trump is free to pursue
the appeal, a process which could
take years and play out while he
is serving as president. The US
Supreme Court on Thursday re-
jected abid by Trump to halt it.

Merchan closed the half-hour
hearing by saying: “Sir, Iwish you
Godspeed as you assume your
second termin office.” REUTERS

U.S. RAISES REWARD FORHIS CAPTURE

Venezuela’s Maduro
sworn in for 3rd term

REUTERS
JANUARY'10

VENEZUELAN  PRESIDENT
Nicolas Maduro was swornin for
a third term on Friday, despite a
six-month-longelection dispute,
international calls for him to
stand aside and anincreasein the
US. reward offered for his capture.
"The outgoing government of
the United States doesn't know
how to take revenge on us,"
Maduro said during his inaugu-
ration speech, without directly
mentioning sanctions.
Maduro, president since
2013, was declared the winner
of July's election by both
Venezuela's electoral authority
and top court, though detailed

Venezuelan
President
Nicolas
Maduro

tallies confirming his victory
have never been published.

Venezuela’s opposition says
ballot box-level tallies show a
landslide win for its former can-
didate Edmundo Gonzalez, who
is recognized as president-elect
by many countries including
the US. The outgoing Biden ad-
ministration increased its re-
ward for information leading to
the arrest or conviction of
Maduro on drug trafficking
charges to $25 million, from a
previous $15 million.

MUuUsK HOSTED A LIVE INTERVIEW WITH AFD)’S CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE, WHERE HE SAID VOTING FAR-RIGHT ‘Is SIMPLY THE SENSIBLE MOVE’

How Musk is trying to break Germany’s decade-long quarantine on Far-Right AfD

JIMTANKERSLEY
BERLIN, JANUARY 10

ELON MUSK is not just dabbling
in German politics. He is attempt-
ing to break a political blockade
that has kept the nation’s most
prominent far-right party out of
governmentevenasithas gained
strength with voters.

On Thursday, Musk hosted a
live, English-language interview
with Alice Weidel. She is the chan-
cellor candidate for that far-right
party, the Alternative for
Germany, known as the AfD, in
the country’s snap election sched-
uled for February 23. Even before

the event, which was held on
Musk’s X, it had raised alarms and
threats of legal consequences
among Germany’s political class.

That was, in large part, be-
cause Musk is offering the AfD a
level of publicity and legitimacy
that it has long been denied in
German public life.

He made that push explicitin
the interview, repeating his
warning to Germans that only
the AfD can bring about the
change their country needs.

Voting for the AfD “is simply
the sensible move,” Musk said,
aboutahalf-hourintoa conversa-
tion that had largely lingered on
immigration policy. “And I think

Weidel is a very reasonable per-
son, and hopefully people cantell
just from this conversation.
Nothing outrageous is being pro-
posed, just common sense.”

The AfD has risen to the sec-
ond position in German national
polls,backed by about afifth of the
electorate. It has gained support
with an unwavering anti-estab-
lishment campaign, which rails
against the millions of migrants
and refugees who have entered
the country over the last decade
from the Middle Eastand Ukraine.

Parties with similar immigra-
tion messages elsewhere in
Europe, like the Brothers of Italy
and Austria’s Freedom Party,

Alice Weidel prepares for the interview with Musk at her
office in Jakob Kaiser House in Berlin on Thursday. AP

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

have risen to federal power. But
in Germany, still haunted by its
Nazi past, no other party will
work with the AfD. Its candidates
complain they receive far less
airtime than other candidates on
the nation’s political talk shows.
At the same time, the AfD has
made foraysinto language and ac-
tions German leaders deem ex-
treme. The party has been forced
to expel members for using racist
and antisemitic language. One of
itsleaders has beenrepeatedly pe-
nalized by German courts for re-
peating banned Nazi slogans.
The partyis under observation
by domesticintelligence. Three of
its state chapters as well as its en-

tire youth wing are classified as
confirmed right-extremist, ades-
ignation thatintelligence services
make after extensive observation.
More than 100 employees work-
ing for AfD members of
Parliament are also confirmed
right extremists, according to a
probe by a public broadcaster.
Ina 2016 speech, with the AfD
gaining steam before federal
elections, former Chancellor
Angela Merkel urged all German
parties to unite against the AfD.
The anti-AfD collective has
not broken since. Not after the
party climbed in the polls and
won victories in major state elec-
tions last year, and not after it

tried to put a more moderate face
forward as its chancellor candi-
date: Weidel, a former invest-
ment banker who lives with her
SriLankan same-sex partner and
their children in Switzerland.

The European Commission
has said it will examine Mr.
Musk’s interference in European
politics given his enormous power
through his ownership of X and
his close ties to the incoming
American president.

German leaders have alter-
nately criticized Musk and tried
toignore him. In aninterview this
week, Chancellor Olaf Scholz dis-
missed the billionaire’s efforts to
sway German voters. NYT
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CLASSIFIEDS 8 TENDERS

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Kavita Verma, W/o Amit Kumar
Verma, R/o A-26, Chander Lok
Shahdara, Delhi-110093, have
changed my minor name from
Kavita to Kavita Verma for all

purposes. 0070944520-1

I,hitherto known as SANJAY son
of Shri RAMESH CHANDER,
residing at,House No.603,Ward
No.29,Rohtak, Haryana-
124001,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as SANJAY KUMAR.

0040768104-11

I,hitherto known as MAJIYA
KHATUN,W/0 AFAJAL,R/O
WARD-08,BHAGTA
MADHUBANI, BIHAR-
847408,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as NAZO. 0040768086-8

LLVipin Kumar,S/o0-Sh. Paltoo
Ram,R/0-D-2/414, 3rd-
floor,Pusta Sonia Vihar,Saba
Pur Delhi,North East
Delhi,Delhi-110094, hereby
declare,that my son’s name
has been changed from
Bhavesh to Bhavesh Sakarwal,
vide-affidavit date-08-01-2024

0040768098-10

I,VINOD RANA,S/O PARAKRAM
SINGH RANA,R/0 8-A,Neethi
Apartments,Plot
no.84,l.P.Extension,Patparganj,
Delhi-110092,have changed my
name to VINOD KUMAR RANA.

0040768104-7

I,VIKRAM PRATAP,S/O RAM
PRATAP,R/0,G-45, SHAKARPUR,
EAST,DELHI, DELHI-
110092,declare that name of
my minor daughter has been
wrongly-written as YASHIKA
KASHYAP in my minor
daughter YASHIKA PRATAP
aged-12-yearsin her school
records.The actual name of my
minor daughteris YASHIKA
PRATAP, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040768086-10

I,Tarun Deep Singh,S/0
Sarbinder Singh,R/0-131A,DG-
2Vikas Puri,New Delhi-
110018,declare that the name
of my Father has been wrongly
written as Sarbender Singh in
my Birth Certificate instead-of
Sarbinder Singh.The
Actual/Correct name Spelling
of my Father is Sarbinder
Singh. 0040768093-2

I,Shashi Gupta,W/0-Ashok
Kumar Goel,R/0 A-19, Subhash
Park,Gali No-1 Near-Parampuri
Chowk,Uttam Nagar,New
Delhi-110059,Have Changed my
Name to Shashi Goel.

0040768086-7

I,SUMIT KUMAR SALUJA,S/O-
SUDARSHAN KUMAR SALUJA,
R/0-WZ-21, MANOHAR PARK
PUNJABI BAGH DELHI-110026,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
SUMIT SALUJA.  0040768104-6

I,Pratibha Khatri,D/o-Tika
Bahadur,R/0-141,DDA
Flats,vasant Apartment,
Vasant Vihar,New-Delhi-
110057,declare that my name
has been wrongly written as
PRATIBHA in my 10th-class
certificate, the actual name of
mine is PRATIBHA KHATRI.

0040768134-2

I,Pradeep Kumar,S/o0-Virender
Kumar,R/0,J-30,WZ-54/2, Street
No-5,Beri Wala Bagh,Hari
Nagar, Delhi-110064,have
changed my name PRADEEP
KUMAR GABA permanently.

0040768115-5

I,Onkar Singh R/0 P-74,Anuj
Vihar,Delhi Cantt.-110010,have
changed my Minor Daughter
name from Reet Johal to Reet
Kaur Johal,for all Purposes.

0040768104-8

I,Nitin Singh Solanki S/o
Purshottam Singh R/o WZ-30,
First Floor Keshopur Village,JG-
2 Vikaspuri, New Delhi- 110018,
have changed my name to Nitin
Singh permanently.

0040768104-2

ILNianglamsomD/o T
Khailamthang R/o House.No-
139, Room No-1,Second
Floor,Munirka Village,Delhi-
110067,have changed my name
toNianglamson. 0040768134-1

ILNISHAT S/O MOHD SAFDAR
H.NO-37/268,4TH FLOOR
GAFFAR MANZIL JAMIANAGAR
OKHLA DELHI -110025, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MOHD
NISHAT. 0040768104-4

I,NAINA TANEJA,W/O-ANURAG
MALHOTRA RESIDENT HOUSE
NO-374,SECTOR-
14,SONIPAT,HARYANA,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO NAINA
MALHOTRA. 0040768086-4

I,Mohammad Zahid,S/0-Anisur
Rehman,R/0-1028,Gali-Chabuk
Sawar,Lal Kuan,Delhi-
110006,have changed my name
MOHD ZAHID, permanently.

0040768115-4

I,Madhu Kumari,W/o-
Dharmendra Kumar
Singh,R/0,Flat.no A2/1104,
AWHO Twins Tower, Phase-4,
Omega-1,Greater Noida,
GautamBudh-Nagar,U.P-
201310 have changed my name
to Madhu Singh,for all future
purpose. 0040768086-9

I, Vikash Kumar, residing at Plot
No. 26A, Block B-1 Extension,
Sewak Park, second floor, Near
Gurudwara, Uttam Nagar, West
Delhi-110059 have changed the
name of my minor daughter
Vanditaaged 14 years and she
shall hereafter be known as
Vandita Vikash. 0040768047-1

I, Suman Kumari D/o Chander
Kumar R/o H.N0.1670, Gali No-
48/1, 8-Block, Hanuman Kunj
Sant Nagar, Burari, Delhi-
110084 have changed my name
to Suman Sharma for all
purposes. 0070944504-1

I, S.P.C Chandra Jothi, W/OR.
Parthipan, R/0 11650, Sat
Nagar, Karol Bagh,New
Delhi,have changed my name
to P. Chandrika, for all
purposes. 0040768081-2

I, R. Parthiban, S/o0
Ramachandran, R/0 11650, Sat
Nagar, Karol Bagh, New Delhi,
have changed my nametoR.
Parthipan for all purposes.

0040768081-1

I, R. Parthiban, S/o
Ramachandran, R/0 11650, Sat
Nagar, Karol Bagh, New Delhi,
have changed my nametoR.
Parthipan for all purposes.

0040768081-1

I, Jagat Jain S/o Kesari Chand
Jain R/0 B-155/B Derawal Nagar
Delhi-110009 have changed my
name to Jagat Singh Banthia
forall purposes. 0070944543-1

I, Bharat Raghav -Bharat Raghav
URF Bharat S/o Sugan pal R/o
Divyansh flora,Tower A-104,
Gaur City-2, Plot no. 3H,Sector
16C, Gr.Noida West, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UP-201009, |
have changed my name to
Bharat for all Future purposes.

0040768033-1

I, BHARTISHARMA, W/O-MANOJ
KUMAR, RESIDENT 606/11,
BEHIND1418, HBC, SECTOR-14,
SONIPAT, HARYANA HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO BHARTI
CHAWLA. 0040768086-3

I,SUMAN NEGI,D/O-
SHIVCHARAN SINGH NEGI,
residence of,A-61,Street
Number-4C,Goyla Vihar,New
Delhi-110071,have changed my
name to SUMMAN NEGI,for
all,future purpose.

0040768093-1

I,SEEMA,W/0 SANJEEV GARG,
R/0 E-27,First floor,Ranjeet
Singh-Road,Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi-110033,have changed my
name to SEEMA GOEL,for all,
future purposes. 0040768086-1

I, SAFFADER HUSSAIN,S/O-
MOHD ILYAS,H.NO-37/268,4TH
FLOOR,GAFFAR MANZIL JAMIA
NAGAR OKHLA DELHI-
110025,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHD SAFDAR.

0040768104-5

I,Sangeeta Gulati W/o Ajay
Gulati R/O0 WZ-P 515 Rishi
Nagar Rani Bagh Delhi-110034,
have changed my nameto
Sweety Gulati. 0040768104-1

I,Ritu W/o-Rajeev Kumar,R/0-
H.No.-101A,Gali No.4,near DJB
Water Tank,Gautam
Colony,Narela, Delhi-
110040,have changed my name
from Ritu Rani,to Ritu,for all
purposes. 0040768098-4

I,Ram Swaroop Veshya,S/o0
Chote Lal,R/0-X/1845,Gali
No.9,Rajgarh Colony, Delhi-
110031,have changed my name
to Ram Swaroop Gupta,forall
purposes. 0040768098-2

I,Ram Kanwar,S/0-Ramnath,
R/0O H.no.167.A. Gali.No.7,
Satyam Puram-Colony
Jharoda-Kalan Border Najaf
Garh,South,west Delhi-110072,
Have Change My Name From
Ram Kanwar To Ram Kumar,For
All,Future. 0040768086-2

I,RajBala alias Bala Devi
W/0,Anil Kumar R/0 9-B,New
Uttam-Nagar, Bindapur
Matiala Road,New Delhi-
110059,have changed my-name
to Bala Devi. 0040768115-3

Itis for general information that
I,Manjeet Kapil,S/o Late Shri
Dharam Raj,R/0-208 Village-
Dhirpur, Delhi-110009,declare
that name of my minor
daughter was wrongly-written
during the admission as
Pratyakshi Singh instead of her
actual-name as Pratykshi
Singh.The actual name of my
minor daughter is Pratykshi
Singh and her date-of-birthis-
21.02.2011,which may be
amended accordingly.

0040768115-9

I Ilbha Singhal W/o Sh.Kuldeep
Kumar Gupta R/o A-78, 3rd
Floor, Yojana Vihar, Delhi have
changed my nameto Ibbha
Gupta for all purposes.

0040768030-1

I, ALISHA C/O MOHD FAROOQ,
R/0O L-46, ABUL FAZAL ENCLAVE
PART-1, OKHLA, Jamia Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi-110025 have
changed my name to ALISHA
NAAZ 0070944538-1

I, MOHD ZUBAIR,S/0,
AARFEEN,R/0,5500-5501 4th-
FLOOR,BASTIHARPHOOL
SINGH,NEAR AGGARWAL
SWEETS SADAR BAZAR,DELHI-
110006,have changed my name
to MOHD ZUBAIR QURESHI,S/0-
AARFEEN,for all,future
Purposes. 0040768086-6

,MAMTA RANI,W/0 PARVEEN
KUMAR,R/0O H.N.298/3,PATEL
BASTI,GOHANA, Sonipat
Haryana-131301,Have Changed
My Name To MAMTA
Permanently 0040768115-1

l,Kamal Kumar,S/0 Sunder Lal,
R/O,F-7/1Vijay Vihar, Phase-
2,Delhi-110085, have
Changed,my minor son name
from Garvit to Garvit Arya.

0040768134-3

I,Kartika W/O-manjeet
singh,R/0-B-39,Rajan babu-
Road adarsh nagar delhi-
110033.have changed my name
after-marriage kartika to
kartika kaur,FOR FUTURE
PURPOSE. 0040768134-4

I,KAMAL PARSAD SHARMA, S/0O
SHIV BACHAN SHARMA,R/O D-
46,A SARASWATI GARDEN
KIRTI-NAGAR DELHI-
110015,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KAMAL SHARMA.

0040768104-3

I,Gurvinder Singh Grewal S/o0
Baldev Singh,R/0 B-6, U-G-
3,Rampuri,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201010,have changed my name
to Gurvinder Singh.

0040768115-2

l,Gaurav Singhal,son of Nanak
Chand, resident of F-3,Harkesh
Nagar,0khla,Phase-2,Delhi-
110020,have changed my,name
as Gaurav Singhal in place of
my,previous name Gaurav,for
all,future purposes.

0040767911-11

I,Divya Jindal w/o Anirudh
Guptar/oFlatNo.203,Emerald
green society,sec-52,122003.
Gurgaon(Haryana),have
changed my nameto Divya
Gupta. 0040768134-5

I, Aaniya Gupta, D/o Rahul
Kumar Gupta, R/o G-3/47, Gali
No.4,5th Pusta, Sonia Vihar,
Delhi-110094, declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as Aaniya
Aaniyain my SBIBank A/c No.-
37108265157. Actual name of
mine is Aaniya Gupta, which
may be amended accordingly.

0040768028-1

I Renu Bala D/o Bishion Kumar
Gupta and W/o Late Vipin
Kumar Aggarwal R/0 8, Ground
Floor, A-2/95, Hastsal Road,
Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059,
have changed my nameto
Pinki Aggarwal 0070944470-1

I Dheeraj Kumar Pathak S/o
Umakant Pathak R/0 D-168,
Second Floor, Ganesh Nagar,
Pandav Nagar Complex,
Shakarpur, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Dhiraj
Kumar Pathak. 0070944431-1

I Deepika D/o Rajender Kaushik
W/o Harsh Vardhan Sharma
R/0 H.N0.372/29, Joor Bagh, Tri
Nagar, Onkar Nagar, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110035 have
changed my name to Deepika
Sharma for all purposes.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC IS INFORMED HEREBY
THAT MY CLIENTS SMT. SHAKUNTLA
DEVI W/O. LATE SH. RAMESH KUMAR R/O
H.NO. 451, MAIN LAMPUR ROAD, NEAR
BUS STAND, BANKNER, DELHI-110040
SEVERED HER ALL RELATIONS WITH HER
SON NAMELY PRAVEEN AND HIS WIFE
NAMELY POOJA RANI AND DEBARRED
THEM FROM HER ALL MOVABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AS THEY BOTH
ARE OUT OF HER CONTROL AND SAYINGS,
MY CLIENT SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR THEIR ACTS AND DEEDS OF ANY
KIND WHATSOEVER.

Sd/-
S.K. KAUSHIK
Advocate
CH.-1306,
LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK, ROHINI
COURTS, DELHI-110085
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a% ‘That the Oelginal of Aotment Lettar
dated 21.09.1973, Prszassion Letter and
WG bett-gaked 24, 10 1979 Bave been
kstimesplaced and Informatan Report
dated (9002095 is flled with Dalhi
Palice Saaning LR Mo 248020202025
Thiz netice isissued bo Puble at Large, i e
uimy Fersonish Companyiess Aithanly
fes), Societylaes), Baskis), etc), having
i ksawledah, cuslody of padsestion of
tme lost'misplaced Zocuments as
mienfned A 0f SEhersise g 20y
taim, or abgchion fo the sale .of the
Scherdule Flat, may come forward wish
suppovting dacoments, o be dalrened 1o
the undersigned within L0 days from the
date el this Fublicalion
Surash Kumar Advecale
Detllee: Y045 D500 Complea, FRE -
Wirgur Wevar Dol 10051
Email: advacabe suneshTSapmall com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that my client SHRI
RAJBEER SHARMA S/O SHRI JAGNNATH
SHARMA R/ B-212, OLD B-43, NEW ASHOK
NAGAR, DELHI- 110096 and SMT. HEM
LATA SHARMA W/O SHRI RAJBEER
SHARMA R/o B-43, NEW ASHOK NAGAR,
DELHI-110096 and their entire family members.
have severed all his relations with their son SHRI
SHUBHAM SHARMA and debarred him from
all their immovable and movable properties, due
to his misconduct, bad character and ill treatment.
From now my client’s and their family members is
not responsible for his act, deed and conduct in
any manner with anyone whatsoever.

Sd/-

Amit Garg

Advocate

FF-13-A, Ground Floor,
Mangal Bazar Road,
Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-110092

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public is hereby informed that my client
Shristi Chaturvedi, aged 33, Daughter of
Mr. Bashisht Muni Chaturvedi and Mrs. Vimla
Chaturvedi, R/o House No. 749, Sec-28, Faridabad,
Haryana has severed all her ties with her family,
including but not limited to her parents, Mr. Bashisht
Muni Chaturvedi and Mrs. Vimla Chaturvedi, my
siblings, Trinetra Chaturvedi, Kavita Pandey,
Dhirender Chaturvedi, Bhupender Chaturvedi, Sarita
Dubey, Onkesh Chaturvedi, Alok Chaturvedi, Ankit
Chaturvedi, Akriti Chaturvedi, and any members of
their extended family. My client disclaims all
associations, obligations, or claims to or from the
aforementioned individuals, effective immediately.

Sd/-
Raghav Mahajan (Advocate)
Address: S-370, LGF, Panchsheel Park,
New Delhi-110017

0040768030-2 COURT NOTICE
I Bhanu Pratap Singh R/0-618,
Village-Chipiyana Buzurg, OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT
Dadri Distt.-Gautam Budh LEGAL SERVICES
AUTHORITY SRINAGAR

Nagar, U.P., INDIA have
changed my minor daughter
name from Aradhya
Choudhary to Aradhaya
Chaudhary for all future
purposes. 0070944515-1

I,CHARAN SINGH,S/0O SH.RISHAL
SINGH,R/0 26,SECTOR
51,HOSHIYARPUR,
NOIDA,G.B.NAGAR,U.P.201301,H
AVE CHANGE MY NAME,FROM
CHARAN SINGH TO CHARAN
SINGH YADAV,FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040768086-5

I,Braham Prakash,S/O-Barister
Mohan Sadh R/0 B-37-C
Gali.No.4,East Azad
Nagar,Krishna Nagar,East
Delhi-110051,have changed my
name to Brahm Prakash.

0040768115-6

l,Akshhay Kumar S/o Ashok
Kumar Gupta,R/0-Q-2, Top
Floor,Naveen Shahdara,Delhi-
110032,have changed my name
to Akshay Kumar Gupta for all
purposes. 0040768098-3

I,Aknchan Lata Panday,W/o-
Shiv Kumar Panday,R/0-75-
A/1,Near-Kali Mata
Mandir,Jwala Nagar,
Shahdara,Delhi-110032,have
changed my name to Kanchan
Lata Pandey,for all,purposes.

0040768098-1

I,FIZA C/O0 MOHD FAROOQ, R/O
L-46 ABUL FAZAL ENCLAVE-1,
OKHLA, Jamia Nagar, PO:New
Friends Colony, DIST:South
Delhi-110025 have changed my
nameto Fiza Naaz.

0070944541-1

I, Birmati W/o N0.3168147M
Rank Ex SEP Ram Niwas R/o
Ghalib Pur, Delhi-110073 have
changed my name Birmati to
Birmati Devi vide affidavit
10.1.25 before Delhi.

0070944511-1

I Balwant Pratap Singh S/o
Binay Singh R/o Village-
Bhadwa Dih, PO-Bhadwa
Bazar, PS-Rafiganj, Dist-
Aurangabad, Bihar-824122,
have changed my name to
Deepak Kumar 0070944471-1

I Amit Kumar Tiwari S/o Madan
Kumar Tiwari R/o Flat
No0.007/008, Imperial Tower,
Xaviers Arbtech, Sector-168,
Noida, G.B.Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 have changed
my name to Amit Tiwari for all
the future purposes.

0070944540-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform general public that my
client, Krishna Dutt Gaur, S/o Sh. Vishnu
Dutt Gaur R/o D-58, Sec-8, Dwarka, New
Delhi, has formally severed all relations
with, disinherited, disowned, and debarred
his Son Gaurav Gaur, alongwith Gaurav’s
wife, Rekha and their minor daughter
Kiara, from all his movable and
immovable properties due to their
misconduct and misdeeds. Henceforth, my
client shall bear no liability or
responsibility for any actions or dealings
involving abovenamed persons. Anyone
engaging with them in any capacity does so
entirely at their own risk, cost and peril.
Please take notice accordingly.”

Sd/-
C.M. Gopal
Advocate
Ch. No. 545, Lawyer’s Chamber Block
Dwarka Court Complex, Sec-10,
Dwarka, New Delhi-75

PUBLIC NOTICE
Peblic &1 farze is. herehy informad fhat
Residential Fiot Mo, 22- C, area meassring
TERDD sq mirs. Village/Sector
Ghauhapon,  Willage - -Gharkea, Greaber
Knida, Dislnct Gautam Budh Naga, Utk
Pradash and possessed by Sh. lagmal by
vibee - af Gt Deed duly registensd wade
Regd. Moo J3067, Sated G5 L0201
wesentlyswned and tha 55 15 pmpased
to b= affered a5 Sacurity with State Bank of
Imdin, Branch, BACFC Metaji Sulitas
e, Fitamgura, Mew Dellil and & pei
rresent paneis ) varsion the sasd progerty
rare free from &l zarts of encembrance
The (L) DRIGIKAL Allstment letter datad
1802 7007 Imued by wefaler Neids
Futhaily i fowoue al {LF Sh. Japdish, (20
Sh lzamal, (3) 5% Chandemmal isfam
reparted ai lost vide LR Mo
SHE LAY LIS, dated 100202 wilh P
o GrimeBranch, Dalhi
His hereby notitiad that any porsen and! o
Bank, fmancial eslivlion Bavng ary
claam, By Charge, infetest of ben ar ciim
sl ee algechinn In Shened, he /' they
may hdge 1 omelify e @m0 boobhe
wniessipned with docomantsey proat/coun
pdgnenst within |5 days frem-the day of
mhlGalan of s pubfc nolcn failng
which am furfher / future clam |/
shjzctian(s) shzd be rajecizd and my chent
J prospectys Duver {5] a5 3 hoea- fde
mrchiser conclude 1he Tk Sake Deed
rposed o =-mecstad in favor af my
tlient of i the pame of tis [ her o ther
mmigees shel b deemed ta ba clear and
markelable withaut any. delegi
snumbrance. {lawand impedment
SATYERDER YRDAY [ADVOCATE)
Crastber g, 5610, 5" Floor, Saket Cowts,
New Dalhi; Meb.- 9711212421
E-meall: sycdan T8V Egmal com

Dated: 27-12-2024.
Present. Ms. Nusrat Ali Hakak
In the Case of:
Shabir Ahmad Koul
S/o Nazir Ahmad Koul
R/o- Gunj-Khod, Nawa Bazar,

Srinagar
Proprietor of: M/S. K. Sons.
........... Applicant
Vis
Rakesh Pahuja
S/o Din Dayal Pahuja

R/o: WZ-9, 1st Floor, Hari Singh
Park, Near Multan Nagar, New
Delhi
Proprietor: M/S Pooja Tannofex
Tanners & New Look Leathers.

....... Non- Applicants
Whereas, applicant has filed
application before this authority in
terms of Section 12-A of Act and
Commercial Courts.
Whereas, notice was issued against
non-applicant but services could not
be effective due to insufficient
/incomplete address.
Whereas, it has been shown to the
satisfaction of the undersigned that
service of non-applicant could not
be effective in ordinary mode.
Therefore, the non-applicant
through the medium of this notice is
directed to appear in person or
through their attorney by or before
the next date of hearing i.e,
22-01-2025.

Sd/-
Secretary (Sub-Judge)
District Legal Service

Seal Authority
Srinagar
LOST & FOUND

TO be knowntoalll, Geeta
Ahuja R/0 D-21, Single Storey,
Vijay Nagar, Delhi-09 inform
thatan original
Relinquishment Deed of
Property No.D-21(A&B), Vijay
Nagar, Delhi (Reg. No.5534, Vol:
5351, Pg: 28- 29, Dt.16/10/1990)
Executed In favour of my
Deceased Husband Sh. Ajai
Kumar @ Ajay Kumar Ahuja
have beenlost. AnNCR has
already been Lodged vide NCR
N0.2477195/ 2025. If found
please contactatabove
address or Contact: 9873448533

0070944502-1

I hitherto known as MONA KHAN W/O
MOHD NASIR R/O H NO- F-560C,
GALINO-18 KHAJOORI KHAS
KARAWAL NAGAR PO DAYALPUR
DISTTNORTH EAST DELHI-
110094 have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
MEHMOONA 0130048020-1

I,SHAHANA PARVEEN,W/0-
AFSAR HUSSAIN,R/0-H.No.C-
10/121,YAMUNA VIHAR,DELHI-
110053,three copies of the
original-Conveyance Deed
issued by the Delhi
Development
Authority(DDA),in respect of
Property.No.C-10/121,
YAMUNA-VIHAR, DELHI-
110053,have been lost
somewhere,founder can
contact atabove said address.

0040768097-10

Office of the Additional Chief Engineer (Project) PHED, Churu
E-mail-ace.chu.phed @rajasthan.gov.in
No. 1312-1363 Date: 01.01.2025
Corrigendum NO. 02 For this office NIT NO. 03/2024-25

Corrigendum No. 02 for this office NIT NO. 03/2024-25 (UBN is:
PHE2425WLOEQ06216 & Tender ID: 2024_PHCJ_431617_1) may be visited on the
procurement portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.

SAVE WATER-SAVE LIFE

Sd/-
(Rammurti)
Add. Chief Engineer (P)

DIPR/C/164/2025 PHED, Project Region Churu

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (e-Procurement Systems)

M.LT. Mo. 273933

Hame of work Tender for "Cne fime repair & sendce of Whes| tum tables - 5
and its location |Mos., Scizsorlift 4 Tat RCME/SMP"

Es. 4218500 ncluding GST
(R&, Four Lakh Twanly One Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty only)

R, B4000-

Approx. Cost
of work

Earmest Money

Completion perlod of work i 30 days after issuad of LOA
Cost of Tender document on cashiby post AL

Upto 1500 hrs an 37,071 2025 Opening of
terder al 1500 hrs,

Date and Time for submisslon
of tender and opening of tender

Website particulars notice board
location complete details of
tender can e seen

Mo 278333 Dated 10001/2025

Sbave tender available on
IREPE site ie
weerw, Ireps. gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 122125

Kolhapur Municipal Corporation
e Workshop Department

Tender Notice No. 94. Sr. No. 1 to 30 For Second extension

Purchase of spare parts, accessories, repairs, etc. for the
repair of various types of vehicles used by the Kolhapur
Municipal Corporation. Procuring manufacturing company,
authorized dealer of companies in local market, sub dealer, etc.
Discount, all taxes, packing, forwarding, handling charges etc. in
pricelist price of that company. Including all the information in
detail Sr.No. 1 to Sr.No. 30 For the performance of published
tender notice no. 94 has called for tenders and as no response
has been received, The second extension is being granted by
the end of dt. 24/01/2025. Detailed information about this can be
found on the website www.mahatender.gov.in sd/

Date: 10/01/2025, City Engineer,
Kolhapur Municipal Corporation

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

On 11 Jan 1948, an escort party from 2 BIHAR comprising 58
JCOs/OR under Capt Gurbachan Singh Grewal was tasked to
protect a train carrying more than 2000 refugees belonging to
Bannu, from Mari Indus to Amritsar. The train was deserted
by its driver at Gujrat (Punjab) Railway Station and then
attacked by more than 2000 Pathans supported by Pakistan
Army regulars. Fighting till they ran out of ammunition, the
escort ensured the safety of the bulk of the refugees. In the
process Capt G S Grewal and 35 JCOs/OR laid down their
lives and most of the balance were grievously injured.
Posthumouly, Jem Shyam Bahadur Singh was awarded the
Kirti Chakra while Capt Gurbachan Singh Grewal and Sep
Shanker Hembrom were awarded Shaurya Chakra. They laid
down their lives
Capt Gurbachan Singh Grewal,SC, Jem Shyam Bahadur
Singh,KC, Sep Shankar Hembrom,SC, Nk Rama Pati
Singh, L / Nk Sita Ram, Sep Hari Charan, Sep Dharam
Nath Singh, Sep Manki Jarika, Sep Barnabas Soy, Sep
Pothlu Singh, Sep Junas Dangwar, Sep Ram Autar, Sep
Sena Bhadru Singh, Sep Harnand Singh, Sep Bala Din,
Sep Roen Surin, Sep Ram Raj Singh, Sep Jawahar Singh,
Sep Sheo Charan Birua, Sep Ishwar Dutt Topno, Sep
Joseph Tuti, Sep Sani Charan Karwa, Sep Jamuna Singh,
Sep Budhwa Munda, Sep Sheo Kumar, Sep Pirthi Singh,
Sep Gopi Nath Singh, Sep Sheo Nandan Rai, Sep Dwarka
Singh, Sep Babuni, Sep Lal Dhari Singh, Sep Sheo Prasad
Singh, Sep Ram Prasad, Sep Sudarshan Singh, Sep Muni
Lal, Sep Paika Dhan.
Your gallantry will always serve as an inspiration for us. We, the
fraternity of The Veer Biharis, salute you.

The Bihar Regiment Association

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
11 January 1997

Shaheed L/Nk

Shaheed L/Nk

Suraj Pal P.N. Dhanpan
20-10-1956 14-04-1962
To 11-01-1997 To 11-01-1997
45 Bn 45 Bn

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement systems

Principal Chief Materials Manager, Narthern Raitway, Mew Dalhi - 110001, for
and on behalf of the President of India. invites e-tenders through e-procurament
system for supply of the following items ;-

Hs:;. T“‘r‘;':“r Brief Description Gty. EE“B’“";L'H

1. | B2252378 | Nano Docetaxel Inj Blmg 584 Mos 10/0272025
2. | B2252387 | Denosumahb In] 120mg 62T Nos 10/0252025
1. | B22520890 | Ramuciremab Inj 5040mg 48 Mos oTi02r2025
--l_: _EH;‘l_ﬂé;- -_l'n_li-.mlumad: |i'I_J dﬂm;m_ 180 Nos ﬂE-'EIE.T-:El-E;-
5. | B2258953 | Inj Benralizumab 30 mgfml PFS 55 Mos 030272025
6. | B2251041 | Bevacizumab Inj 400mg 1000 Nos | 31/09/2025

Tender Notice No. Inj. Medicines Dated:- 10.01.2025

for details. 2. Mo Manual offer will be entertainad.
1122025

Nate : 1, Vendors may visit the IREPS website |.e. www.ireps.gov.in EI'EE
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE ©

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

Tender Notice No.: S/66/018/24-25, Dtd: 07-01-2025_ E-Tender are
invited by the undersigned for the following works

SINo.:1; Tender No, ;: NJ24512T;
Brief Description: Supply and installation of modular kit for invarer
make grean lech as par green téch part no 8824567 for fual pump
motor assembly as per EMD pant no 22108358
Consignes - SSE/D/New Jalpaiguri, NFR. QTY:- 100 Nos
Note - For full detalls of Tapdar Notice and Tender Documents
Tenderer may log on to the wabsile (www.ireps.gov.in) prospective
bidder who intend lo participate in above lenders aré reguired 1o log
in themselves with tha above website and submit their offer
electronically, if they are already registered with IREPS In case
they are not registered with IREPS, they are advised to obtain
class-lll Digital Signature Certificate from the cerifying agencies
under Govt. of India IT Act 2000 and participate in the above
tenders

Dy. Chief Material Manager, New Jalpaiguri

¢ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Y

HTATT 3Tehterur ST,
relsti-eh Taior fawmT, ga-eiieg?

hHIch: 2484-2502 fediem:- 01.01.2025

STeuehToiel faferer gamT W& 06,2024-25

T T TSI HRIed ot 3R F frenr eiierge & ot & afra fafvre weaht v gferanedt
W WE [FEgR wE td e g § TR ufeg/ AR nfde & orwta fafwe wgent
R A, A, fmin w@ (S e satr 5 9 wfew) 1w Gl § wdstes i e
T USfihd Wageh! T AT TR / Hesid TRHR & A TSl / hw @ik o7 faam / s
Td R HIR favmt / 39 e § dsiiha dagehl, it iR e WeRR o fafv=r qam 9ot 6
Hagah! & aHeRe 7, W fFaifRa gos § S-trerde ufshn ¥ oA anda ffaer st @ S €1
ffaer & defum www faerwr de@Ee "www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in"  Td
"WWW.Sppp.raj.nic.in" W I@I S ehdl B | ST WAl 1 70 fefrea gemar & "ream
{ 998 "www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in" W W= FHAHT I T |

[ Package No. NIB NO. UBN No.
RJ-13-04/SDRF/2024-25/
Under Dn. Dholpur
RIJ-13-05/SDRF/2024-25/
Under Dn. Bari

Major Road repair work in
Nagar Parishad Dholpur Pkg
No. RJ-13-01/CDIII/8443/ PWD 2425A3565 | PWD 2425 WSOB 12965

PWD 2425 A 3565 PWD2425 WSOB 12962

PWD 2425 A 3565 PWD 2425 WSOB 12963

1/ &

Amidst escalating insurgent activities in Assam, 45 Battalion
of CRPF conducted daily patrols to maintain order. On 11
January 1997, a patrol in Sindhi Johara, Khasia Bari, came
under an IED attack followed by heavy firing. The troops
retaliated, forcing the insurgents to retreat. Leading from the
front, L/Nk PN. Dhanpan and L/Nk Suraj Pal sustained severe
injuries but continued fighting valiantly. Both later succumbed
to their injuries, making the supreme sacrifice in the line of

duty.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
11 January 2009

Shaheed Head On 11 January 2009, troops of

Constable = 132 Battalion of CRPE along
Shivpal Singh  with state police, launched an
01-07-1964 operation against Maoists in
To 1123 1B-f\009 Podadih village, East Singhbhum.

As the troops approached the
hilltop hideout, Maoists opened
heavy fire, lobbed grenades, and detonated IEDs. Undeterred,
the troops advanced, forcing the Maoists to trigger more IEDs.
In one such blast, HC Shivpal Singh, leading the assault,
sustained severe injuries. Despite this, he continued fighting
bravely until making the supreme sacrifice for the nation.

BORDERSECURITYFORCE
SI MALKIAT SINGH, PMG

05.12.1964 - 11.01.2002
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting militants
in Pulwama (J&K).

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
CT/WMSHOORBIRSINGH
07.02.1976 - 11.01.2010

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember

today their brave comrade, who made

supreme sacrifice in counterpart firing at

FDL Pt. 9029 (Jammu).

BORDERSECURITYFORCE
CT RAJA RAM
01.09.1973- 11.01.1995
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice in counterpart firing at
FDL Mazmoon LP (J&K).

A

BORDERSECURITYFORCE
CT K MOHTI LAL
07.03.1968 - 11.01.1990
Bordermen Salute and proudlyremember
today their brave comrade, who made
supreme sacrifice while fighting ANEs in
Murshidabad (West Bengal).

WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
WATER RESOURCES, CIRCLE JODHPUR
Office tel. no. 0291-2570781 e-mail- sejdrwr.circle @gmail.com
No.: Acct. 6504-12 Date: 15/12/2024
Bid Inviting Notice (NIB No-01/2024-25)
(NIB CODE WRD 2425A0371)

Notice inviting Bid for Construction of Micro Storage Tank Telwara. Tehsil Telwara

website.
UBN No. WRD 2425WLOB01368

DIPR/C/156/2025

District Balotra Rs 594.49 Lacs in the State of Rajasthan India invited from interested
bidders’ Date of sale of Bid 17.12.2024, 10.00 AM to 20.01.2025 up to 1:00 PM Last Date
of receiving of Bid 20.01.2025 up to 6:00 PM and Bid will be opened on 21.01.2025 at 05:00
PM. Other particulars of the Bid may be visited on the http://sppp.raj.nic.in and
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in of the state and Water Resources department Rajasthan

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
Water Resources Circle Jodhpur

HIGH COURT OF CHHATTISGARH, BILASPUR
Tender Notice

The High Court of Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur invites its bids in closed envelopes from eligible bidders for the Supply, Testing, Installation and Maintenance of following software and

Table-“A”

Formatting for Digital Publishing

dated 08/01/2025

Name of the Software Plan

10. I Scivener (for Windows) Standard License

Publishing Platforms

01

I Name of the Software Plan
1. | Draft2Digital '

01

Required Hardware

LSGD/2024-25 Under
Dn. Dholpur.
T/~
referur AR
DIPR/C/180/2025 wifafa gu g
No. 464 /CPC/2025 Bilaspur,
Hardware for the use of High Court of Chhattisgarh and various Courts of Chhattisgarh State. Details of the same are mentioned at table -““A” below:-
;- Required [
No. Name of the article Quantity of For the use in
| articles |
o . Family Courts of the
01 A3 Scanners with Copiers 28 | Chhattisgarh State
[ Special Courts (SC/ST)
02 A3 Scanners with Copiers 11 of the Chhattisgarh
State
Family Court, Dakshin
03 All-in-one Desktop 04 Baster Dantewara
(C.G)
Writing and Editing Software |
_-, Name of the Software Plan
04. Grammarly Pro 01
= .. . [E Premium T 01
0s. Pro WritingAid .
Premium Pro 01
Designing
Name of the Software Plan
;. Adobe InDesi The Adobe Express Premium Plan 01 High Court of
s obe InDesign :
& Creative Cloud All Aps. 01 Chhf;ttlsgarh’
- Bilaspur
07, Canva Canva Pro i 01
Canva Teams 01
Illustrations and Cover Designing Software
| Name of the Software Plan
" For Individual 1
08. Adobe Photoshop or Individua 0
Creative Cloud All Aps 01
o9 Adobe Il For Single App | or |
. trate i
obe Hustrator Cloud All Apps 01

12. |Work Station

13. | Desktop Computer

02

03

14. |High Quality Colour Printer

Server with Storage and

1% Rack

01

01

Interested Parties may view and download the detailed Tender (terms and conditions and

Technical  Specification) of  aforementioned

viz. https://highcourt.cg.gov.in.

I) Documents Download start Date

II) - Last Date of Submission of Physical documents

Ro. NO.242505234/5

articles on the website

- 09/01/2025
- 20/01/2025 (till 04:30 PM)

Sd/-

K. Vinod Kujur
Registrar General High
Court of Chhattisgarh,

Bilaspur (C.G.)

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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aaerdas Canara Bank

(ATTTR WTERTT SR TOEE)

mmml

Branch Office:= Karnal ARM Branch (DP- 6290), E-mail: cb6290@canarabank.com

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Properties under the Securitization

@ E-AUCTION

SALE NOTICE

and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 read with proviso to Rule 8(6) &9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described
immovable properties mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Cifficer of Canara Bank will be sold on "As is where is","As is what is", and "Whatever there is" in Eauction arranged by the
sarvice provider M/s PSB Alliance (Baanknet), (8291220220), E-mail : support. BAANKNET@psballiance.com through
the website https://baanknet.com/

FOR SR. NO. 01 TO 18 LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD IS 28.01.2025 UPTO 5:00 P.M.
FOR SR. NO. 01 TO 18 DATE OF E-AUCTION IS 30.01.2025 (12:30 PM TO 1:30 P.M)

(with unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration each till the conclusion of the sale)

FOR SR. NO. 19 TO 22 LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD IS 05.02.2025 UPTO 5:00 P.M.

FOR SR. NO. 19 & 22 DATE OF E-AUCTION IS 07.02.2025 (12:30 PM TO 1:30 P.M)

(with unlimited axtension of 5 minutes duration each till the conclusion of the sale)

FOR SR. NO. 23 LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD IS 13.02.2025 UPTO 5:00 P.M.
FOR SR. NO. 23 DATE OF E-AUCTION IS 15.02.2025 (12:30 PM TO 1:30 P.M)

(with unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration 2ach till the conclusion of the sale)

FOR SR. NO. 24 LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD IS 15.02.2025 UPTO 5:00 P.M.
FOR SR. NO. 24 DATE OF E-AUCTION IS 18.02.2025 (12:30 PM TO 1:30 P.M)

(with unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration each till the conclusion of the sale)

cL | Branch Name/MName & Address of

the Borrower[s)/ Guarantoris)

B ARMB, Noveity Road, Karal
branch, Authorised officer :- Mr.
Ranjeet Kumar, (M) B5728-16290,
Mail 1D: cb6290/@canarabank.com

2 ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Authorised officer :- Mr.
Ranjeat Kumar, (M) 85728-16290,

Mail ID: cb6290@canarabank.com

1. Mis Balaji Construction

Company (Borrower), Proprielor

- 3h. Om Prakash S/o Sh. Satbir

Singh, H No - 731, Plot No - 60,

Kherki road, Village Dhankot,

3. ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Authorised officer ;= Mr.
Ranjeet Kumar, (M) B5728-16290,

Mail ID: ch6290{@canarabank.com

{Borrowal Firm), Address(i). Plot

4 ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Authorised officer :- Mr,
Ranjeet Kumar, (M) 85728-16290,

Mail ID: ch6290{@canarabank.com

5 ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Autherised officer :- Mr,

Ranjeet Kumar, (M) B5T28-16290,
Mail ID: cb6290{@canarabank.com

1. Mis Mohit Garments
{Through its Proprietor Sh.
Subhash Chand sfo Sh.Matha
Ram ), Address: Old Sabzi
Mandi, Vishkarma
Dharmashala Kaithal-136027
(Borrower), 2. Sh. Subhash

ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Authorised officer ;- Mr,

Ranjeet Kumar, (M) 85728-16290,
Mail ID: ch6Z90@canarabank.com

1. M/s Mukul Cab Privale
Limited(Borrowal Company)
Address: SCO 815 CABIN NG 2,
2nd FLOOR, MANIMAJRA,
CHANDIGARH-160014, 2. Sh
Balwan Singh Thakur Sfo Sh,
Kehar Singh (Diractor
Mortgagor & Guarantor), House
Mumber 383, Ghatiwala Green
Valiey, Kalka, Finjore-134102, 3.

District Hoshiarpur (Funjab).

r. ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Authorised officer :- Mr,
Ranjeet Kumar, (M) 85728-16290,
Mail ID: ch6290i@canarabank.com

Manmohan Kumar Sah Address

ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Authorised officer ;- Mr.
Ranjeet Kumar, (M) 85728-16200,
Mail ID: ch6290(@canarabank.com

Prakash, Address 1- Housa Mo

ARMB, Novelty Road, Kamal
branch, Authorised officer :- Mr.

Ranjeet Kumar, (M) 85728-16290,
Mail ID: ch6290{@canarabank.com

1. M/s Rose Enterprisas| = R ; . 3
(Borrowal Firm) Address: 14/1/2, Killa No, 2412, 25/1/2, 25/2/2 & rect. No_ 37, Killa No. 1/2(1 & rect. No. 61, Killa No. 3,8/2, 9/1, 13/4, Near the

Sikri Pyala, Ballabhgarh, |elegance Party Lawns, Mauja Seekri, Tehsil Ballabhgarh, Disirict, Faridabad in the name of Smt. Ruchi Munjal.

Brief Description of Total Liabilities as  |Reserve Price
Property/ies on specified Date {in Rs.)

Residential House|Total llabilites as per

FH=.
27.53,000/-

Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD)

{in Rs.)

Hs.
2.75,300/-

Details of Alc No.
IFSC CODE

Possession notice
209272434

ITETE R S

measuring 352 sg Yardsidemand notice di CNRB0006290
situated MNear Jain Mandir, [07.08.2018. Rs. 61,36 674/- plus further interast &E PHYSICAL
Boys School Wali Gali, in the jother charges {minus recovery .if any). | POSSESSION

1. Mis B K Industries {Through its| 8badi of Ganaur City, Tehsil Ganuar,Disfrict-Sonipat in the name of Sh. Pardeep Kumar S/o Sh. Bal Kishan
Proprietor Sh. Pardeep Kumar|North!Gali, South ! House of others, East: House of others, West | House of othars.

Sfo Sh. Bal Kishan), Address: 331, Village Sandal Kalan(Niwada), Sonipat-131001 (Borrower), 2. Sh. Pardeep Kumar S/o Sh. Bal Kishan
(Propriefor-M/s B K Industries), Address: 331, Village Sandal Kalan({Niwada), Sonipat-131001 (Borrower), 3. Sh. Ashish Tyagi S/o Sh. Shiv Duti
Guarantor and Martgagor in Borrowal account Mis B K Industries Address:- Villagae Teha, Tehsil, Ganaur,

Gairmumkin factory H No. -|Total liabilities as per Rs

Ra.

731, Plot Mo, — 6C, Kherki|{Demand Notice Dated| 1.96.35,000- | 19,63 500/

209272424

Road measuring 861 sq yards | 29.04. 2022, Rs. 2,43.40,102.81/- Plus further

comprised in Khawat [ Khata | interest & olher Charges iminus recovery, if any)

CNRBOD0DGZ230

SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

Mo. - 318/328, Rect No. - 58/11/1/2/1(0-15) Kitta 1 Rakba 0 Kanal - 15 Marla to the extent of 25/30 share i.e. 0
Kanal 04 Marla 08 Sarsal and Khewat [ Khata No 319329 Rect No, - S901102727202-11) Kitta 1 Rakba (2
Kanal 11 Maria to the extent of 1/3 share i.e. 0 Kanal 17 Marla 0 Sarsai and the total land of both the khewals
comes to 01 Kanal 01 Marla 08 Sarsai i.e. 661 Sq. Yards situated within the revenue estate of village Dhankot,

sub tehsil Kadipur, District Gurugram belongs to Smit. Raj Bala W/o Om Prakash.

remrmsaraara

Kadipur, Gurugram, 2, Sh. Om Prakash S/o Satbir Singh (Proprietor), Rio Village Chhara, Jhajjar, Haryana, 3. Smit Raj Bala Wia Sh. Om Prakash
{Guarantor and Morgagor) Rie Village Chhara, Jhajjar Haryana.

Rs

Residential properly|Total liabilities as per
28,34, 000/-

measuring 327.55 5q Yards|Demand Notice Dated

Hs
2,93 ,400/-

209272434

comprised in Khewat no-|{07 082018  Rs. 54,45, 133/- Plus further interest &

50, Khata No-59-60, 10 Marla | ather Charges (minus recovery, if any)

CNRBODDG230

SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

name of Ashish Tyagi S/o Sh, Shiv Dutt

1. M/s Garima Industries|8 Sarsaiie. 1/68 Share of total land measuring 36K-15M situated at Village Teha, Ganaur, Sonipat in the

Mo. 258, HSIIDC, Rai, Sonipat, Address(ii); Plot No. 1575, HSIIDC, Rai, Sonipal, 2. Smt. Sapna Tyagi Wio Sh. Ashish Tyagi(Proprietor), Address:
Village Teha, Tehsil Ganaur, Sonipat, 3. 5h. Ashish Tyagi 5/o Sh. Shiv Dutt (Guarantor & Mortgagor), Address: Village Teha, Tehsil Ganaur, Sonipat

24

Residential property|Total liabilites as per
36.95,000/-

measuring 18541 Sg Yards |Demand Notice Dated

Rs
3.69 500/-

209272434

i..e 6.12 Marla 1/120 Part of |06.08.2019 , Rs. 57,72.221.00 /- Plus further interest

total land measuring 36K-|& other Charges (minus recovery, if any)

CNRBO00G220

SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

1. Mis Grand Power Solutions | 15M comprised in Khewat no-50,Khata No-58-60, Mustil and Killa no. Kitta-5 Tadadi 36K-15M inthe name of
(Borrowal Firm ). Address(l): Plot | Anjali W/oAnkit Tyagi situated at Village Teha , Tehsil Ganuar, District-Sonipat

Mo. 1575 HSIIDC, Ral, Sonipat-131028{Haryana) , Address(ii): Village Teha, Tehsil Ganaur, 2. Smt. Anjal W/o Sh. Ankit Tyagi (Propnetor and
Morigagor), Address: Village Teha, Tehsil Ganaur.

All part and parcel of House| Total liabilities as per Rs.
on Land measuring 121.50|demand notice dated| 6602000/

Rs.
6,60, 200/-

209272434

Sq. yards being 4/33 share of | 30,12.2023 of M/s Mohit Garments{OCC Firm), Rs
land measuring 1 Kanal 13130 84 423.83/- plus further interest & ather

Marla comprised in Khewat charges{minus recovery, if any)

no. 773, Khasra no. 238 g0 anilties as per demand notice dated 30.12.2023 of Mis Kanta Goyal &
others{HL Borrower), Rs. 38,00,114.58/- plus further interast & other

situated at Sikka Colony,

Kaithal within the Municipal ; }
limits of Kaithal vide Regd. charges(minus recovery, if any

CNRBO006230

POSSESSION

PHYSICAL

Deed no. 58171 dated 15.11.2017 entered in the office of Sub-Registrar Kaithal in the name of Smt. Kanta
Goyal w/o Sh. Subhash Chand, bounded as under : North : Property of others, South : Property of others, East

Road, West : Property of Others.

-1 8

NO.

15.

1

18.

Chand s/o Sh.Matha Ram{Proprietor- Mis Mohit Garments), Address: (I)House no. 119/24, Jind Road, Ward no. 24, Sargodha Colany,
Kaithal-136027, (ii) Bala Ji Market, Sikka Colony, Kaithal-136027. 3. Smt. Kanta Goval wio Sh.Subhash Chand( Guarantor and Mortgagor in
Borrowal account M/'s Mohit Garments), Address - (i)House no. 119/24, Jind Road, Ward no. 24, Sargodha Colony, Kaithal-136027, (i) Bala
Ji Market, Sikka Colony, Kaithal-136027, and 1. Sml, Kanta Goyal wio Sh, Subhash Chand { Housing Loan Borrower & Mortgagor), Addrass
{ilHouse no. 119/24, Ward no. 24, Sargodha Colony Kaithal-136027, (i) Bala Ji Market, Sikka Colony, Kaithal-136027, 2. Sh. Subhash Chand
S/o 5h. Natha Ram(Co- borrower in Housing Loan), Address: (1)Rfo House no. 119/24, Ward no. 24, Sargodha Colony Kaithal-136027, (i)
Bala Ji Market, Sikka Colony, Kaithal-136027, 3. 8h. Mohit Goyal 5/o 3h. Subhash Goyal (Co- borrower in Housing Loan), Addrass: (i)R/o
House no. 118524, Ward no. 24, Sargodha Colony Kalthal-136027 , (i) Bala Ji Markel, Sikka Colony, Kaithal-136027, 4. Sh. Munish Goel S/o
Sh. Subhash Chand{Co- borrower in Housing Loan), Address: (i)Rfo House no. 11924, Ward no. 24, Sargodha Colony Kaithal-136027, {ii)

Bala Ji Market, Sikka Colony, Kaithal-136027.

19.

All the part and parcel of Plot Total liabilities as per Fa.
in Mew Green Valley Ghati|demand notice dated] 4795000

Rs.
4,79 500/-

209272434

Wala Bitna, Pinjore in the|02.08.2017, Rs. 95.68,223.66/- plus further interest |

name of Smt. Anita Kumari| & other charges(minus recovery, if any)

CNRB0006230

SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

W/o sh, Shakti Singh, Sh. Balwan Singh Thakur Sio Sh. Kehar Singh Thakur and Smt. Neena Devi W/o Sh.
Jaswindar Pal Singh Total Land 15 Biswa as per below mentioned details : Sale Deed No. 2741, Khawat
{khatoni No.:¥1/124, Khasra Mo. 116(2-13) Share 15/1060{0-0-15), Khewat/Khatoni No. 80/173, Min Khasra
MNo. 77{4-4) Share 371680(0-1-17), Khewat/Khatoni Mo. 126/Z44, Khasra No. T98-2) Share 88/3240(0-4-8)
In the name of Smt. Anita Kumari W/o Sh. Shakti Singh , Total Share: 7 Biswa, Sale Deed No. 2742, Khewat
fkhatoni No.: 71124, Khasra No. 118(2-13) Share 0711060{0-0-7), Khawat/Khatoni No. B0r173, Min Khasra
Mo. 77{4-4) Share 16/1680{0-0-16), Khewat/Khatoni No. 126/244, Khasra No. 79(8-2) Share 37/3240(0-1-17),
'| In the name of Sh. Balwan Singh Thakur S/o Sh. Kehar Singh Thakur , Total Share: 3 Biswa, Sale Deed Nao,
2743, Khewat khatoni No..71/124, Khasra No. 116(2-13) Share 10/1060{0-0-10), Khewat/Khatoni Mo,
BOMT3, Min Khasra No. 77{4-4) Share 26/1680(0-1-6), Khewat'Khatonl No. 126244, Khasra No. 79(8-2)
Share 64/3240{0-3-4), Inthe name of Smt. Neena Devi W/io Sh. Jaswinder Pal Singh, Total Share: 5 Biswa

smt. Mamta Thakur W/o 5h. Balwan Singh Thakuri Director & Guarantor ), House Mumber 383, Ghatiwala Green Valley, Kalka, Pinjore-134102, 4.
amt. Anita Kumari Wio Sh. Shakti Singh{Mortgagor & Guarantor), House Number 962, Vikas Vihar Colony, Raipur Rani, Panchkula-134204, 5.
Smit. Neena Devi Wio Sh. Jaswinder Pal singh (Mortgagor & Guarantor) House Number 29, Batthal, Bharatpur Jeetana, Tehsil Garshankar,

All that part and parcel of|Total liabilites as p-er- Rs.
property comprising of{demand notice dt.| 77,173,000/

Residential Plot no. 1\11.09.2023, Rs. 66,22,681.31/~ plus further interest

measuring 200 Sq. yds,, |&other charges (minusrecovery ifany).

Rs.
7. 71.300/-

209272434

CNRBOODE290

A e

SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

Haryana Smi. Pinky W/o Manmohan Kumar Sah.

1. Smt. Pinky (Borrower) W/o Sh. [comprised in mustil no. 35, Killa no. 6/1(6-10) [bearing MCF no. D-1228] situated in Dabua colany, Fandabad,

1. H No. 2478, 27 feet road Dabua colony, Faridabad, Haryana-121005, Address 2: MCF No. D-1594 A, situated in NIT, District Faridabad -
121001, 2. Sh, Manmohan Kumar Sah (Co-Borrower), S/0 Sh, Ram Prakash Address 1: H No, 2478, 27 feet road, Dabua colony, Faridabad,
Haryana-121005, Address 2: MCF No. D-1584 A, situated in NIT, District Faridabad - 121001,
NOTE : PROPERTYATSR.NO.7T&B8WILLBE SOLDIN ASINGLE LOT.

EMT of property comprising of| Total liabilities as per Rz,
a residential plot measuring |demand notica dt. 60,56,000/-

D-1594A comprised in M. No, jother charges (minus recovary ifany).

165 5q. yds. BeanngMCF No. [31.10.2022, Ks. 61,71,363.82/- plus further interest &

Rs. | 209272438
605,600~ |  CNRB0006290
SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

Mr, Manmaohan Kumar Sah

1. Mr. Rohit Raj S/o Sh. Ram |35, Killa no 5/ situated in Dabua Colony NITDistl. Faridabad in the name of Mr. Rohit Raj, Mr. Rahul, Mr. Dev,

DC 2478, 27 Feet RoadDabua Colony, Faridabad, Haryvana 121001, Address 2- MCF No. D-1594 A, Dabua Colony, NIT, District Faridabad-
121001, 2. Mr. Rahul S/o Sh. Ram Prakash, Address 1- House Mo DC 2478, 27 Feet Road Dabua Colony, Faridabad. Haryana 121001, Address
2-MCF Mo. D-1594 A situated in, NIT, District Fandabad- 121007, 3. Mr, Dev 3fa 3h. Eam Prakash, Address 1- House Mo DC 2478, 27 Feet Hoad
Dabua Colony, Faridabad, Haryana 121001, Address 2- MCF No, D-1584 A, Dabua Calony, NIT, District Faridabad- 121001, 4. Mr, Manmohan
Kumar Sah Sfo Sh. Ram Prakash, Address 1- House No DC 2478, 27 Feet Road Dabua Colony, Fandabad, Haryana 121001, Address 2- MCF
Mo. D-1594 A, Dabua Colony, NIT, District Faridabad- 12 1001.

NOTE : PROPERTYATSR.NO. T&BWILLBE SOLDIN ASINGLE LOT.

All the Part and parcel of{Total liabilities as per Rs
Vacant Plol measuring 546{demand notice dt. 45,14,000/-

Khewat No. 252/276 rect. 17, )& other charges (minus recovery ,if any).

5q. Yds, Comprised in'-1E-.EI£.ED!E,HE..43.55.339.?9J’-plus’rurtherinteresi

Rs 209272434
4.91,400/- CNRBODODE230
SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

Faridabad (Haryana), 2. Sh. Nateshwar Singh Walia S/o Sh. Jateshwar Singh Walia{Proprietor) Address: R/O Piot No. 101, Kavern Apartment,
Sector 210, Faridabad (Haryana), 3. Mrs. Ruchi Munjal W/e Sh. Nateshwar Singh Walia (Guarantor & Mortgagor) Address: R/O Plot No. 101,
Kaveri Apartment, Sector 210, Faridabad (Haryana}, 4. Mr. Prince Rudra S/o 5h. Maresh Rudra{Guarantor), Address: RO 54290, Kaveri
Apartment, Sector 210, Fandabad (Haryana).

3 Details of Alc No.
Branch Name/Name & Address of Brief Description of Total Liabilities as Earnest Money il fo Sl

. d | Deposit (EMD)|  IFSCCODE |
the Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) Property/ies P Epecifiad Date P:Iln Rs) :I —
' " Possession notice

ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal Residential Property being|Total liabilities as per Rs Rs 209272434
e U T T R T s (IO oot of Khasra Mo, 437(4-4), |Demand Notice dated| 93,50.000)- | 9.35 000/- CNRBODDE290
CELIEC A AT ETA VR L B L T R =ituated at Shaadh Apariments |02.04.2016, Rs, 2.62,54 37538/~ Plus further PHYSICAL
Mail ID: cb6290@canarabank.com  Eelvla sty l=torn =) Near|ir11ereatﬂn1hﬁrﬂharges {minus recovery, if any) POSSESSION

1. Mis Royale Fragrances (Through its | Kashmir Colony & Main Indane Gas Godown, VPO KhairalExiended Lal Dora), Khaira-Phirni Road, Tehsil
Proprietor Mr. Rajender Singha Sfo Sh. 1 Najafgarh, Mew Delhi-110043 in the name of Mr. Somesh Choudhary Sfo Sh. Shayamal Choudhary

Sohan Lal) Shop No. 7-8, Sumer Complex, Near IMT, Manesar, Naharpur, SEC-NQ., 77, 2, Gurgaon-122050, 2. Mr, Rajender Singha S/'o Sh. Sohan Lal
(Proprietor) Shop Mo, 7-8, Sumer Complex, Near IMT, Manesar, Naharpur, SEC-NQ., 77, 2, Gurgaon-122050, 3. Mr, Rajender Singha S/o Sh. Sohan Lal
{Proprietor) 633/20, Pataudi Road, Shakti Nagar-Veer Nagar, Gurgaon-122001, 4. Mr. Somesh Choudhary Sfo Mr. Shyamal Choudhary (Guarantor &
Mortgagor) House Number 1579, Sector 104, Housing Board Caolony, Gurgaon, 5. Mr. Somesh Choudhary Sfo Mr. Shyamal Choudhary (Guarantor &
Martgagor) Khasra No. 437(4-4), situated at Shaadh Apartments Group Housing Society, Near Kashmin Colony & Main Indane Gas Godown, VPO
Khaira{Extended Lal Dora), Khaira-Phirni Read, Tehsil Najafgarh, New Delhi-110043,

ARMB, Movelty Road, Karnal a.) 2M single storied shop at|Total liabilities as per Rs. Rs. 209272434
branch, Authorised officer ;- Mr. Raipur Rani Sub Tehsil Raipur |demand notice dated g2 30,000 /- 8 23 000/- CNREODOE290
ek ket CUE I LRI P a0 District - Panchkuta|01.01,2024, Rs. 1,26,45637.93/- plus further SYMBOLIC

e e ICUCULSS I - - orised under khewal /|interest & other charges (minus recovery, if any) POSSESSION

:;”f;”fj E_‘ddﬂgaﬂIEDUF’,“EJEE_'{E;;L';”;T;J Khatoni No. - 235/270 Khasra No. - 56/11/2/1(0-3) measuring 3 Marlas having 2/3 share i.e 2Marlas.
Dl&ltrligf;1 . F'an%h kula g p 3 4201 2 SL b, ) 2M single stoned shop at Raipur Rani Sub Tehsil Raipur Rani District - Panchkula comprised under khewat /
o Khatoni No. - 236/271 Khasra No. - 56//11/2/2(0-3) measuring 3 Marlas having 2/3 share i.e. 2 Marlas. As par

Sudhir Kumar Sfo Sh. Mahinder Pal :
(Partner) H. No. - 181.D, p,—ashamIEalﬂdeed!"-iln.—41}4&4U?d&ted2?.1}?.200? in the name of Smt. Devki Rani W/o Sh. Mahinder Pal

Vihar Colony, Opp. Bus Stand, Raipur Rani, Panchkula — 134204, 3. Smt. Sushma W/o Sh. Sudhir Kumar {(Partner) H. No. — 181-D, Prashant Vihar
Colony, Opp. Bus Stand, Raipur Rani, Fanchkula - 134204, 4. Smt. Shikha W/o Sh. Navdeep (Fartner) H. No. = 181-D, Prashant Vihar Colony, Opp.
Bus Stand, Raipur Rani, Fanchkula = 134204 5. Smt. Devki Rani W/o 5h. Mahinder Pal (Guarantor) H. No. - 181-0, Prashant Vihar Colony, Raipur
Ranl, Panchkula— 134204,
ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal Shop on Plot No. 39 & part of | Total habilities as per Rs. Rs. 209272434
branch, Authorised officer ;= Mr. Plot No.38 measuring 66.66|demand natice dated 28,39 000/- 2,83,800/- CNREQODOE290
ek ket L L ST Ll <. Yards equivalent to 205052022, Rs 58.08,931 58/ plus further interest SYMBOLIC
Mail ID: cbe220{@canarabank.com Mariai.e 2/369 share out of 18 | & other charges {minus recovery, if any) POSSESSION

3.0 iguﬂgypﬁﬁﬂﬁs \nepresenied| Kanal 9 Marla comprised in Khewat No. 21/20, Khatoni No. 50, Rect No. 49, Khasra No. 7/1(1-16), 7/2(6-4),
Kumar Sio Sh. Ved Parkash) Address — | 8/1(5-15), 14{4-8), 15/1(0-6), Kitte-5 situated in Darran Khurd, Sham Colony, Jhansa Road. Tehsil Thanesar,
Opposite Aman Palace, Jhansa Road, | District, Kurukshetra vide Sale Deed No. 4516 dated 12/07/2010
Kurukshetra, 2. 5h. Mahesh Kumar 5/o 5h. Ved Parkash{Borrower & Mortgagor in Borrowal account Mis Sunny Enterprises), House Mumber 34025,
Maodel Town, Jhansa Road, Kurukshelra
ARME, Movelty Road, Karnal All that part and parcel of land | Total labilities as per Rs. Rs. 200272434
RLEU UGN LR [ LIS -4 building constructed |demand notice dated| 2820000/ 282,000~ [ CNRBODDE290 _

et LR LT Ll thereon measuring 160 Sq.|17.02.2016, Rs.40,73,924.23 /- plus further interest SYMBOLIC
Mail ID: cb6290@canarabank.com yds. Comprised in Khasra no. | & other charges (minus recavery, if any) POSSESSION

1. Sh. Anil Kumar Sfo Sh. Sher Singh : - T T =+ et
570, Seclor 07, Urban Estate Kamal, 2. 4311 situated at gali no. 02, Mangal Colony, near chand Sarai within Municipal limits, Kamal vide sale dead no

Guarantor - Sh. Multan Singh Sfo Sh. (37894d111.07.2014
Sher Singh H.no. 570, Sector 07, Urban Estate Karnal.

ARMEB, Movelty Road, Karnal PROPERTY MNO. 1) Total iabilites as per| (PROPERTY 1)| (PROPERTY 1) 209272434
TGN W TG T LY T T R T 1 dianlial house Double |98mand notice dated| Rs. 2550 Lakh| Rs. 255 Lakh CNRBO0006290
RN AR R TP N <1 i House no-219-A/1 |0 02:2022, RS ppopERTY 2)| (PROPERTY2)| PROPERTY 1 & 2

ol e o2 - '|91.84,172.77 /- plus L5l by

Mail 1D: cbé230@canarabank.com  ERIENCTS RN o ST R e P T N Y further Interest &| A B88.00Lakh| Rs 6.80Lakh |BOTH ARE SYMBOLIC
1. Mfs Manoj Enterprises, Prop: Lale | Behind Yadav Vatika, Kankar |other charges (minus| NOTE: - PROPERTIES WILL POSSESSION
Smi. Kailash Devi Wio Late  Sh, Dhuli| \Wali Gali, Budh Pur Road, |recovery,i anz.rg BESOLD IN SINGLELOT

Chand, Gali No. 6, Ward Mo. 28, Yadav | \fikas Nagar, measuring-86 Sq.Yds. Rewariin the name of Smt, Kailash Daviw/o Sh. Duli Chand (123401)
Nagar, Kankarwall, Rewari 123401, | PROPERTY NO. 2) Resdiential house Double Storied, House no-219-A/29, WARD NO-29, Gali No-6, Behind
THROUGH ITS LEGAL HEIRS : 2. 5H. | Yadav Vatika, Kankar Wali Gali, Budh Pur Road, Vikas Nagar, measuring-302 Sq Yds Rewari in the name of
Vinod Kumar sfo Dhuli Chand, Gali No. 6, | Sh. Duli Chand S/o sh. Sampat Ram.(123401)

Ward No. 28, Yadav Nagar, Kankarwali, Rewari 123401, 3. 5H. Mano] Kumar sfo Dhuli Chand, Gali No. 6, Ward No, 28, Yadav Nagar, Kankarwali, Rewari
123401, 4. Smt. Anita W/o Sh. Mahipal DJo Dhuli Chand, Gali No. 6, Ward Mo. 28, Yadav Nagar, Kankarwali, Rewar 123401, GUARANTORS : 5. SH.
Vinod Kumar s/'o Dhuli Chand, Gall No. &, Ward No. 28, Yadav Nagar, Kankarwali, Rewari 123401, 8. SH. Manoj Kumar s/o Dhuli Chand, Gali Mo. 6, Ward
Mo. 28, Yadav Nagar, Kankarwall, Rewari 123401

ARMEB, Novelty Road, Karnal All part and parcel of Land|Total liabilities as per Rs. Rs. 209272434
GLERT NN GLIERT TS LI (R esidential House ) demand nolice dated] 86.70 Lakh 8.67 Lakh CNREODDG290
AL UL G ET LRSS Comprised in Khewat no. 115, | 19.08.2019, Rs. 97,59 943/- plus further interest & SYMBOLIC

Ll el et LT E T LI I K hatoni No 123, Rect no.13, |other charges (minus recovery, if any) POSSESSION

1. Mis Nandini Floor mills (Represented | kjila No. 5/1/1(2-8), Kita 1, land measuring 2K-BM ils 17/48 share i.e. 17 Marla situated in Qutubpur Mohalla,
through its Proprietor Mr. Manjeet Singh) | Tehsil & Distt- Rewari, in the name of Smt. Saroj Devi Chauhan
Address — Plot no. J-T72, Near KG Plaza/Sales Tax Office, RICO Industrial Area, Phase-ll, Bhiwadi, Rajasthan- 301019, 2. Mr. Manjeel Singh s/o Late
Sh, Inderjest Singh |, Addrass —-A-221, Gall No. 8, Yadav Nagar, Rewarl, Haryana- 123401, 3. Smi. Sarg) Devi wio Late Sh. Inderjeal Singh (Guarantor)
Address -A-220, Gali Mo. 8, Yadav Nagar, Rewari, Haryana- 123401,

ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal Residential House measuring Total liabilities as per| Rs. 7316 | Re 7.35 209272434
el U G T LIS 750 Sq.Yds. comprised in|demand notice dated Lakh Lakh CNREODOG290

GEDT SR AT R LA U i hewal o, 74, Khata No, |21.06.2023, Rs 58,43 362 50/ plus further interest SYMBOLIC
G U GG ULSEIUI 147, Mustil & killa No 61/9|&other charges (minus recovery, if any) POSSESSION

1. M/S Ehrulm} Ganash Trad&miﬂnrrﬂwﬂr} Tadadi 8 kanal situated at Viaka mauja Gadhi kesari ganaur within MC limit Ganaur, dist Sonipat. The property
Address: Shop at 2093, 1st floor, Narela | is hounded as under : North: house aof other, South; 18 feet Gall, East: Gali, West: house of other

il

mandi, Dalhi- 110040, 2. Smi, Kiran gautam w/o Sh. Bhagwan Gautam (Partner’Mortgagor) Address.- Housae Mo- 74573 Hari Magar, Opposite janta
School, Ganaur, Dist Sonipat 131101, 3. Sh. Rakesh Kumar s/o Darshan Lal (Pariner) Address:- House No- 745/3 Hari Magar. Opposite janta School,
Ganaur, Dist Sonipat 131101
ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal Flat No. N-49, 6th Floor, Hill | Total liabilities as Rs. Rs. 209272434
CTE T Lo RGN GG T T G (T GT A \View Garden, D8 Milestone |demand nobice dated| 17 47 000/- 1.74,700/- CNREBOODE200

SEWEE R CTUET R L U Road Alwar Byepass Road|1g9.07 2018, Rs. 38,53,582/- Plus further interest & PHYSICAL
Ma” In EhEES'U?-_I-j-CEHE-FEbBHk-Gﬂm EI‘IIWEd! TE:hE-H TijE!’EI D|5Lt othar Ehar’ggs [m"‘lug r'l:.“l.-:l:l".l'ﬂrfr'l |rEr|':|I'} PGEEEESIGN

1. Mfs 5.P Motors (Represented through | Alwar Rajasthan - 301019
its proprieter, Smt Poonam Rana Wio Sh Sanjay Rana), Address — H.No-1068/J/1,Dayanand Colony,Railway Road, Gurgaon -122001, 2. Sh. Sanjay
Rana 5fo Sh. Uday Singh (Guarantor), Address — H.No-1068/J/1, Dayanand Colony, Railway Road, Gurgaon -122001.

ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal All the Part and Parcel of|Total liabilities as Rs. Rs, 209272434
T G BT O Commercial Office/Unit No. [demand notice dated| 46,086,000/ 4.60.600/- CNRBO00E290
ek et U LU T LS 003 2nd Floor, measuring [07.04.2023, Rs. 49,25,301.24 /- Plus further interest & PHYSICAL
Tl L LU 1316 sq. Ft. Comprising | other Charges (minus recovery, if any) POSSESSION

,}' Mis Euro Tree (Borrower) Addressi-|, 40 khewat/Khautoni No. 100/1/103, Khasra Nos, 663/500/196(2-8), 592/197(1-3-10), Kittee 2, fotal
nd Floor, Unicity Business Park, : : itk ; s e Y
Zirakpur, SAS Nagar, Mohali, Punjab - | Measuring 3Big has_1_2 Blswgs 10 Biswansis, havmg 81450 shareie. 8 E-lswgnslb. Had.baal Mo, 48 situated d_l
160102, 2. Sh. Mitanshu Garg Slo Sh. |"uflliage Chakeli, Unicity Business Park, Near Hotel Marc Royale, Kalka Highway, Distt SAS Nagar Tehsil
Sandeep Garg (Pariner), Address: - ] Zirakpur, Mohali Punjab 160102 in the name of Sh, Mitanshu Garg S/o 3h, Sandeep Garg.
House No. 178, Hill View Colony, Dhakoli, Mohali, Punjab - 160104, 3. Sh. Harpreet Singh Ghuman S/o Sh. Amarjeet Singh (Partner) Address :- House
No. 8, GF, Kishanpura, S3AS Nagar Mohali, Punjab- 140603,
ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal Plot Measuring 640.00 Sq|Total liabilities as per Rs. Rs5. 209272434

CIEL LT G I TV T s, being 212/8980 share of |9emand notice daled| 35.20,000/- | 3.52,000/- CNRBOOOG290

CENEE TG ETR VLR P [and measuring 44K-18M|25.03.2022, Rs. 65,40 327 60 /- plus further interest SYMBOLIC

RV o TR P\ Ve T e Ty el comprised in Khewal Mo 414, | & other charges (minus recovery, if any) POSSESSION
1. M/s Priya Trading Com pany-ﬂhatauni Mo 629, (Old Khewat 358, Khatauni Mo 589), Khasra No. 161/14(7-13), 15(8-0), 16{8-0), 17(8-0),
(Borrower) Proprietor — Priya Shop No. — | 24(8-0), 25/1/2(4-18), 26(0-7} situated at Mauja Bhaini Amirpur Tehsil - Namaund District Hisar. Bounded as
60, Ana] Mandi — Namaund, Hisar — | under :- North : Street, South: Property of other's, East : Property of other's, West: Street.

125039, 2. M=s. Priva D/o Ram Avatar (Froprietor) Village Majra. Marnaund, Hisar = 125039, 3. Sh. Baljeet Singh Sfo Sh. Surajmal (Guarantor and
Mertagagor) Village — Rajthal, Narnaund, Hisar— 125039

ARME, Hﬂ*-'erljf Hnad.l Karnal Residential Flat with unit Ne.- | Total liabilities as| Rs Rs 209272434
TNyt R GT-TTTe L T-T TA 074 on first floor of Plot Mo - |demand notice dated| 15,50,000/- 1.95,000/- CNRBOD06290

Ranjeet Kumar, (M) 85728-16290, FEEEEGELRAIVEREL:S - :
Mail ID: cb6280@canarabank.com [P TIRGIER:CT] 02.04.2021, Rs. 22,03,724.15/- Plus further interest & PHYSICAL

1. Sh, Manish Dhiman Sfo Sh, Rajinder| District SAS Nagar, Mohali- (25" Charges (minus recovery, ifany) POSSESSION

Singh{Borrower & Mortgagor) Addrass 1. Punjab-140507

Flat Mo, 224, First Floor, Simran City, Village- Madhopur, Dera Bassi, Distt. 5A5 Nagar, Mohali, Punjab-140507, Addrass 2. H.No. -54, Harmilap Magar, Phasa-
2. Baltana Mohali SAS MNagar-140604, 2. Sh. Shubham Dhiman S/'o 5h. Rajindar Singh{Co-Borrowear & Mortgagor) Address 1 Flat Mo, 224, First Floor,
Simran City, Villaga- Madhopur, Dara Bassi, Distt. SAS Nagar, Mohali, Punjab-140507, Addrass 2: H No. -54, Harmilap Magar, Phase-2, Baltana Mohali SAS
Magar-140604, 3. 5h. Rakesh Kumar S'o Darshan Lal (Guarantor) Address; SCF 54, Preet Colony, Lohgarh, SAS Nagar, Mohali, Punjab-140603.

ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal Property No. 1) Plot no. J-|Tatal liabilities as| (Property 1) | (Property 1) 200272434
CIETT AT T P T (T T 772, Near KG Plaza/Sales|demand notice dated| Rs. 118.10 Rs. 11.81 CNRBODDE290
CELEEIRATUETA R Lt [P R Tax Office, RICO Industrial|2o go 2017, Rs. Lakh Lakh (PROPERTY NO. 1

Mail ID: cb6290@canarabank.com [RIE=ERN e E 1R NI 1 pAVE:Te 1& 790 Plusl (Prapert 31 | (Pranerty 91
having admeasuring area -:afi1'24'55'3 5.73/- Plus| (Property 2) | (Property 2) | & 2 BOTH ARE)

1.. M_fs E-hrE-'E Shubhﬂm EnteranEE EEIIDDD sq !Tl-l_r irl thE name Gf fLIHhE'rint‘E'r'E‘S1E..n1h'E‘r RSI- 1951} RE 195 ETMEGIJE
(Represented through its Proprietor Smt. | M/s Matchless Enterprises|Charges (minus| Lakh Lokh POSSESSION
Sarcj Devi), Address — Plot no. J-772,|(Prop. Smt Saroj Devi|recovery ifany) Note:- Both properties will be sold separately

Mear KG Plaza/Sales Tax Office, RICO | Chauhan wio Inderjest.)
Industrial Area, Phase-ll, Bhiwadi, | Property No. 2) EMT of Residential Plot no. 221, Gall no 6, Yadav Nager, Qulubpur Mola, Rewar having
Rajasthan- 301018, 2, Smt. Saroj Devi| admeasuring area of 100.00 5q. yds. In the name of Mr. Manjeet Singh S/a Inderjeet Singh

wio Late Sh. Inderjeat Singh, Address -A-220, Gali Mo, 6, Yadav MNagar, Rewan, Haryana- 123401, 3. Mr. Manjeel Singh &fo Lata Sh. Indereet Singh
(Guarantor), Address 1 -A-221, Gali No. 6, Yadav Nagar, Rewari, Haryana- 123401, Address 2 =158, Yadav Nagar, Rewari, Haryana- 123401, 4. 5h.
Suraj Singh slo Late Sh. Indereet Singh (Guarantar), HNG. 225, Mohalla: Hajarnwas, Ward No. 28, Rewan, Haryvana- 123401, 5. M/s Matchless
Enterprises, Prop. Smi. Sargj Devi wio Late Sh, Inderjest Singh, Address — Plot no. J-772, Near KG Plaza/Sales Tax Offica, RHCO Industrial Area,
Phase-ll, Bhiwadi, Rajasthan- 301019
ARMB, Novelty Road, Karnal Property 1) All that part and| Total liabilities as per| (PROPERTY 1) {pnu%mw 1)
5

[ Te= 1y [ AT G Ea T ST T (TT R A s rcel of the property|demand nolice %, .

CEWEE ST ETA VR Lyt B 2 ORI consisting of Land & Building| 25 10,2022 Rs, | 29800005 3,58, 000V- 209272434

ETE B2 DAL ETE R LECLT R of Plot Mo, 26, Sanjay Colony. | 1 04 93 417 31/-plus| (PROPERTY 2) | (PROPERTY 2)
Rs

1. M/s HM Web House Pyt Ltd, Address | ?Ef]éaq ';adnsdﬁ?na?h;“iiiﬁ‘g"j further interest and| o 8%, | %
B-102,26-26-28, Sanjay Colony, Behind|smt Noor Jahan Bagum other f;hE!!‘ﬂES {Minus {FHEIIF‘EIRT"I" 3 [F‘HDFIERT"I" 3)
Sector-23, MIT Faridabad, 2. Mrs. Moor Property 2) All that part and recovery, ifany) 2 Rs

. g, '
Jahan Begum W/o Sh Nizam Ahmed|naceal of the property consisting of Land & Building of| 34,52 000/- 3.45,200/-
(Director), Address : B- 101,Gali No -54, |pjot No. 28, Gali No. 54, Sanjay Colony, Sec-23, (PROPERTY 4) | (PROPERTY 4) CNRBOODE290
Near Post Office, Sanjay Colony, Sector-|Faridabad measuring 100 Sgq. Yds in the name of Rs, Rs,
22, Faridabad, 3. Mr Munir Ahmed 5/o 5h|Smt. Noor Jahan Begum £5,50,000/- 2,53, 000/-
MNizam Ahmed (Director), Address : B-|Property 3) All that part and parcel of the properly [[py AT E "BERTY EY
101,Gali No -54, Mear Post Office, Sanjay |consisting of Land & Building of Plot No, 28, Singie {FEDFESFTT % [PEDFE;T? °
Colony, Seclor-22, Faridabad , 4. Mr|sterey composite Hall with other plot No. 28, In Gali|  15,60,000/- 1,56,000- PROPERTY NO.
Nizam Ahmed S/o Sh Roshan Khan|ND.54, Sanjay Colony, sec-23, Faridabad measuring (PROPERTY 6) | (PROPERTY 6)
(Guarantor), Address 1 : B- 102, Sanjay|92 Sa. Yds inthe name of Smt. Noor Jahan Begum 5. Rs. 1TOTALLARE
Colony, Behind Sector-23, N|T|Property 4) Al that part and parcel of the property|  71,53,000/- 7.15,300/- SYMBOLIC

Faridabad Add 2: B- 101, Gali No-- mnsisting of Land MCF-1186/1067 (Oid Plot |"-.|IEI.T|.']'1:I P T P T
5:” h?nar Pns:rE[?;ir:e: Sanjay E;Iuﬁy. Gali No. 54, Sanjay Colony, Seclor -23 Faridabad ( EGFE_EW )| (PRO qE:RT"l" )

Seclor2? Faridabad measuring 100 Sq. Yds in the name of Smt Moor T?ISRE.E:UEHJI[_ 75 BO0/-

POSSESSION

Jahan Begum

Property 5) All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Vacant Land situated at MCF-1187/1057 {Old Plot No.102) Gali No. 54, 33 Road Sanjay
Calony, Sector -23 Faridabad bounded by boundary wall and admeasuring 52 5q. ¥ds inthe namea of Smt. Noor Jahan Begum

Property 6) All that part and parcel of the properly conststing of Land & Building at Property No. MCF-980/902 (Old Plot No. 1), Sanjay Colony, Sector -23
Farnidabad measuring 225 5q. Yds inthe name of Smt. Noor Jahan Begum

Property 7) All that part and parcel of the property consisting of Land & Bullding at Property No. MCF-891/902 {Old Sub Plot No. 1) Drain Road, Sanjay
Colony, Sector-23 Fandabad measuring 52 3q. Yds in the name of Smt. Noor Jahan Begum

Mote : 1) Prop SriMo 2 & 3 will be sold in a single lot, 2) Prop Sr No 4 & Swill be sold'in a single lot, 3) Prop SrNo 6 &7 will be soldin a single |ot.

CONTINUE NEXT PAGE

Date :- 10.01.2025

Place :- Karnal Avuthorised Officer, Canara Bank
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el das Canara Bank

[A Gov of Tndia Undertaking]

A

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

Branch Office:- Karnal ARM Branch (DP- 6290), E-mail: cb6290@canarabank.com

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
CONTINUE FROM THE LAST PAGE

Branch Name/Mame & Address of

the Borrower[s)/ Guarantor(s)

Details of Afc Mo,
IFSC CODE
Possession notice

209272434
CNREODOEZ90

(PROPERTY

Earnest Money
T Deposit (EMD]
{im Rs.) fin Rs.]

(Property 1) | (Property 1)
Ra R
1.9, 75,000/ 11,97, 500/-

(Property 2) | (Property 2)

Total Liabilities as Feserve Price

on specified Date

Brief Description of
Property/ies

Total liabilifies. as
demand notice dated
03.01.2022, Rs.
1.67.66,435.40 /- Plus

ARME, Novelty Road, Karnal
branch, Authorised officer == Mr,
Ranjeet Kumar, (M) 85728-16290,
Mail ID: ch6290@canarabank.com

1. Property / Land measuring
840 sq. yards i.e. 1 Kanal — 8
Marla being 28 / 1370 share
out of 68 Kanal = 10 marla

1. M/s Anand Bhatta ?gg}ﬂr&mﬁ;’;tgﬁ&ﬁ;t EP;E' further interest &_ﬂlh:—:r Rs. Rs. NO.1TO3
CD.I:.BL'IFFE'-W-El F”m] ".,.I'|||ggg 299 SHI-HIITI Khewsat talal ﬂilt&;!ﬂ harg E.S |:|'|'||I'Il...|5r 43-D':|.‘DDE.:":_1 4.}]‘;‘..["3':}."- ALLARE}
Shamri, Sonepat-131301|14 Total land 68 Kanal — 14 |recovery,ifany) (Property 3) | (Property 3) SYMBOLIC
(Haryana), 2. Sh, Mohan 5/o Sh. | Marla situated at Village — Mehrana, Tehsil & District Rs Rs.

o ? 61.92,000/- G, 159, 200/ POSSESSION

Mange Ram (Borrower &
Mortgager) House No. 15.
Sewah Road, Near Shiv Temple,
Village Oahar, Panipat-132145
{Haryana), 3. Smt. Sushma Devi
Wio Sh. Mohan (Guarantor &
Mortgagor) House Mo, 150
Sewah Road, Near Shiv Temple,

= Panipat,
2. Property/ Land measuring area 333 sq. yards i.e; 11 Marla consisting one shop and plot being 11/ 232 share
out of 11 Kanal - 12 Mara comprised in Khewat No. 192, Khatoni No. 217, Khasra No. 6807/2(1-4), 8(8-1),
9/1(2-8) Kite 3 Total Land 11 Kanal — 12 Marla situated at Village Mehrana, Tehsil & District Panipal vide
Transfer Dead bearing Vasika No. 12562 dated 12.02.2020 registered in the office of Sub-Registrar Panipat
and Mufalion No. 2713 dated 17.07.2020 in the name of Smt. Sushma Devi wio Mohan Rfo Village Dahar,
Tehsil & Distnict—Fanipat,

3. Property / Land measuring area 467 sq. yards i.e. 15 Marla — 4 Sarsai consisting one shop and plot being
13572088 share out of 11 Kanal =12 Marla comprised in Khewat Mo, 192, Khatoni Na. 217, Khasra No. 6807 (2(1-
Village Dahar, Panipat-132145{4), 8(8-1), 9/1(2-8) Kitte 3 Total Land 11 Kanal - 12 Marla situated at \Village Mehrana, Tehsil & District Panipat vide
(Haryana). Transfer Deed bearing Vasika No. 12727 dated 14.02. 2020 registered in the office of Sub-Registrar Panipat and

Mutation Mo. 2600 dated 27 02 . 2020inthe name of 3mit. Sushma Deviw/o Mohan Rio Village Dahar, Tehsil & District - Panipat.

U =R T e T T I Residential property House |Total liabilities as Rs Rs. 209272434
24, ¥
branch, Authorised officer :- Mr. BteRRlsTrg T Evi Hhmuab‘hhataidemam notice dated| 34.50,000/- 3,45,000/- CNRBOD06290
RN R EERFE R Mo 632 min/T43 182,75 SQ na 05 2018 B= 61 81 64983~ Plus further intarest &
Mail ID: chi290@canarabank.com FElnERIIEIE RIS Dhal:r] tl:l l;'lh ' _5' Nt y u Y SYMBOLIC
1. Mis Raj Tractor {Through Its | District Palwal | ether Charges {minus racavery, il any) POSSESSION

proprietor; Marender Dlagar S/c Sh. Bharat Singh) Plot Mo; C-486, Chawla Colony, infront of PMNE Bank, Delhi Agra Road, Balabhgarh,
Haryana 123401, 2. Sh, MNarender Dagar 3o Sh. Bharat Singh, VPG, Dhatir Tehsil & Dist. Palwal - 121102, 3. Sh, Chet Ram Sfo 3h. Bharai
Singh VPO, -Dhatir Tehsil & Dist. Palwal=121102.

OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

A} Auction/bidding shall be only throwgh "Oniline Electronic Bidding' through the website hitps//BAANKNET.com Bidders are advised to go through
the website for detailed terms before taking part in the-e-auction sale proceadings.

B) The proparty can be inspactad, with Prior Appointment with Authorised Officer, on for Sr. No. 01 to 18 (24.01.2025), Sr. No. 12 to 22
(01.02.2025), Sr. No. 23(11.02.2025) Sr. No. 24 (12.02.2025).

C) Tha proparly is being sold with all the axisting and further ancumbrancas wheather known or unknown (o the bank. The Authorsed officer/Secured
Creditor shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claima/ rights’ dues. The purchaser should conduct due diligence on-all aspects related
1o the property to his satisfaction, The bidder are advised lo in their own interest to satisfy themselves with the title and correctness of others details
pertaining to the secured assets Including the sizefarea of the immovable secured asset in question and also ascertain any other
dues/iabilties’encumbrances from the concerned authorities to their satisfaction before submitting the bid. The purchaser shall not be entitlied to
make any claim against the Authonsed officer’ Secured Creditaors in this regard at a later date,

D) In the event of any default in payment of any of the amounts, or if the sale is not completed by reasons of default on the partof the purchaser bidder
within the aforesaid time limit, the bank shall be antitted to forfeit all monies paid by the purchaser! bidder till then and put up the sacured assat{s) for
sale again, in its abzolute dizcration. Further, all costs, expenses incurred by the bank on account of such resale shall be borna and paid by the
defaulting purchazer.

E) The property will be sold for the pnce which.is more than the Reserve Price and the parficipating bidders may improve their offer further during
auction process.

F) EMD amount of 10% of the Reserve Price is to be deposited in E-Wallet of M/s PSEB Alliance Private Limited (Baanknet) portal directly or by
generating the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account details as mentioned in the said challan on or before FOR SR.
NO.01t018(28.01.2025), SR. NO. 1910 22 (05.02.2025), SR. ND. 23 (13.02.2025), SR.NO, 24 (15.02.2025) by 05:00 PM.

G) Intending bidders shall hold & valid digital signature cartificate and e-mall addrass. For details with regard to digital signature please contact the service
provider M's PSB Aliancea (Baanknet), Halp Desk Na_ {8291220220), E-mail - suppor. baanknelfpsbalkance. com through the websile hitps:/baanknet. comy/
H) After payment of the EMD amount, the intending bidders should submit a copy of the following documants/details on or befora FOR SR. NO. 01 to
168 (28.01.2025), SR. NO. 19 to 22 (05.02.2025), SR. NO. 23 (13.02.2025), SR. NO. 24 (15.02.2025) by 05:00 PM. to Canara Bank, ARM Branch,
Novelty Road, Karnal by hand or by email.

i} Demand Draftf Pay order towards EMD amount. If paid through RTGSMNEF T, acknowledgement receipt thereof with UTR No.

i) Photocopies of PAN Card, |0 Proof and Address proof. However, successful bidder would have to produce theze documents in original to the Bank
atthe time of making payment of balance amount of 25% of bid amount.

iil) Bidders Mame. Contact No. Address, E Mail 1d,

iv) Bidder's Alc details for online refund of EMD,

1) The intending bidders should register their names at portal hitps:fbaanknet.com/ and get their User 1D and password free of cost.  Prospective
Bidders may avall online training on E-auction from the service pravider M/s PSB Alliance (Baanknet), Helpdesk No — 8291220220 (E-mail ;
support. baanknet@psballiance.com) and Sh. Animesh Jain ,Mobile Number 7046612345(Email animeshi@procure247.com) , through the
website https:/baanknet.com/.

J) EMD deposited by the unsuccessful bidder shall ba refunded to them. The EMD shall not carry any interast.

K) Auction would commence al Rezserve Price, as mentioned above. Bidders shall improve their offers in multiples of Re. 50,000/- The bidder who
submits the highest bid (above the Reserve price) on closure of 'Online’ auction shall be declared as successful bidder. Sale shall be confirmed in
favour of the successful bidder, subject to confirmation of the same by the secured creditor.

L} The successful bidder shall deposit 25% of the sale price (inclusive of EMD already paid), immediately on dectaring him'her as the successiul
bidder and the balance within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale by the secured creditor. This amount shall be deposited by way of Demand
Draft in favour of Authorized Officer, Canara Bank, ARM Branch OR shall be deposited through RTGS/NEFT/Fund Transfer to credit of account of
Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Afc. No, 209272434, IFSC Code: CNREB0006290. If the successful bidder fails to pay the sale price, the deposit made by
him shall be forfeited by the Authonsed Officer without any notice and proparty shall forthwith be put up for sale again.

M) For sale proceads of Rs. 50.00 Lakhs (Rupees Fifty Lakhs) and above, the successful bidder will have to deduct TDS at the rate 1% on the Sale
proceeds and submit the original receip! of TODS certificate ta the Bank,

N} All charges for conveyance, stamp duty/ GST/ registration charges etc., as applicable shall be borne by the successful biddear only.

0} Authorised Officer reserves tha right to postponed cancel or vary the terms and conditions of the e-auction without assigning any reason thereof,

P) In case there are bidders who do not have access to the internaet but interasted in participating the e-auction, they can approach concemed Circie
office or Canara Bank, ARMEB, Movelty Road, Karnal branch who, as afacilitating centre, shall make necessary arrangements.

Q) For further details contact Mr. Ranjeet Kumar, Chief Manager Canara Bank Aszet Recovery Management Branch (ARMB), Karnal, Ph. No. 0184-
4041820, 857 28-16250 dunng office hours omany working day. E-mail id; cbE280@canarabank.com OR the service provider BAANENET (M/s PSB
Alliance Pvt. Ltd), (Contact No. TO46612345/6354910172/8291220220/38922 19848/ B160205051, Emait:support. BAANKNET@psbatliance.com)

SPECIAL INSTRUCTION/CAUTION
Bidding in the last minutes/seconds should be avoided by the bidders in their own interest, Neither Canara Bank nor the Service Provider will
ba responsible for any lapsesfailure (Imarmet failure, Power failure, ete. ) on the part of the bidder or vendor in such cases. In order to ward
off such contingent situation, bidders are requestad 1o makea all the necassary arrangemeants/alternatives such as back —up, powear supply
and whatever else required so that they are able to circumvent such situation and are able to participate in the aoction successiully.

STATUTORY 15/30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002
Place : Karnal Authorised Officer, Canara Bank

Date :- 10.01.2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. PC
Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person. namely Shivam Jain S/o Suresh Jain R/o A-457, Makan
Matik Sukh Dayal near Sharma Dairy, JJ Colony, Uttam Nagar
Delhi. Also At.H.Mo17, Dichaun Kalan Enclave Najafgarh Delhi
have commilted (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
under FIR. No. 389/2018 U/S 279/304A IPC. has been
registered at P.S. Dwarka North Delhi and it has been returned
to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said, Shivam Jain
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said, Shivam Jain has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Shivam Jain
of under FIR. No. 389/2018 U/S 279/304A IPC., registered at
PS. Dwarka North, Delhi is required to appear before this court to

See Section 82 (2] (ii) CrPC
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mamely: Bali Ram, Slo. Sita Ram, Rlo. 1818, Gali Gurdhan,
Turkman Gate, Delhi has commitied (or is suspected to have
commitied) the offence in a case vide FIR No.587/2007 U/S
279/338/304A IPC registered at P.S Kashmeri Gate, Delhi and i
has been returned on a warrant of amrest thereupon issued stating
that the said Bali Ram could not be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that accused Bali Ram is absconded (or
s concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Bali Ram is
required fo appear before the court to answer the said complaint

an or before 13.02.2025. answer the said complaint on or before 19.02.2025
By Order By Order
VAIBHAV GARG MNeetika Kapoor,
Judicial Magistrate First Class-11, JMFC-06. SW
Central District, | | DP/262/DW/2025 Room No.51 4:
DP/467/N/2025 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi | | (court matter) Dwarka Court, New Delhi

drel Halcad—2025

D) NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
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LTTAR PRADESH TOURISM

Dy CME/Repair for Chisf Workshop
Manager N.E. Rallway, Mechanical
Workshop, Gorakhpur-for and on
behall of Presidentl af India invilas
tandear through on ling E-Opan Tendear
for the following work-E-Tender
Motice No & Mame of the work:
Tendar Mo~ "32-GKP-MW3-2024-25-
1" "POH of 4-Wheeler Tower Wagon
CUMMING Engine Model NT-855R

| s0eH0 | BRIl &1 ot forfeeT s | e aAfer (Qly-02 Nos.), Hindustan

{ Transmission/Avies Model CRT-5833

1 E HAR /e (e ufe) 0 590000 (GSTHREN) | W0 1.00 FE iﬂ?f;ﬁfg El'szimi“ﬁg?fpﬁgt? rn:'r
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2 (STadH SEIUT B MR W) o o A A A=) (&0 TH o w1 02 Nos.) at Mechanical Workshop

Gorakhpur *, Esfimated cost [In ¥): 2
T6,77,009.02, Earnest Money [in?): 7
1,563,600.00, Last date of tender
submission: Upto 11,00, Date;
31.071. 2025, Cost of the Tender
forms (in?): Zero, Period of
Contract: 12 Monthz, Note: The
details of above tenders are also
available on Indian Rallway websile
hitp:/fwww. ireps.gov.in.”

Oy, CME! Repair, Mechanical Workshop
CPROMech-105 Gorakhpur
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SRHITH/®Ba 0562—2226431 E-mail-agrauptourism@gmail.com

“DONOT TRAVEL WATH IKFLAMMABLE ARTICLE IN TRAIN'
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Telangana Medical Services & Infrastructure
Development Corporation,
impis, 5i o
| 154 |
1. Tender Notice Mo, 12/2025/ Branded Medicines MW, TEGMSEIDG, DI /01,2025
2. Tender Nolice No, 13/2025/ Medicine MW, TGMSIDC, DL:- /01,2026
A Tender Nolice Mo, 14/2025/ Surgical/MW TGMSIDC, DL /01,2025
A. Tender Nolice Mo, 15/2025 DIASTGMSIOC. DL /07,2025,
5. Tendor Nolice Mo. 16/2025 EQU/TGMSIDE, DL, /01,2025,
§. Tender Nolica No. 17/2025' MISCELLANEQUS, TGMSIOC, DL, 01/2025
Atove mertioned tender are invited theowgh e-procerement platfarm (oaling) foe Procurement,
supply od Enllcwing under Rata contract{or a period of Two Years:-
THo12;- Arandad Madizines, T.Mo13:- Medicines, THo14:- Materials & Supplies [Surgeal)
THo 15:- Diagnostic Kits & Reagents: T.Ne,16:- Equipment, THo1T:- Miscellanapus tems
and Rtanaging Diector, TGMSIDC raserves the rght to cancsl the fender at any fime withow
BEsigning any reasan. For complebe detads, pleass s Wab sibe: hitps/teaderbelangana. gowin
trom 15,01.2025 onwards.
84/~ Maraging Director, TGMSIDC

UJVIN Ltd.

{An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprisas)

H.OL “UJJWAL" Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephone-0135-2T63808 Fax 0135-2763507

A

= s, mferm
LijwrL CiN Mo, U40101URI0 SGC025866 Website: www ujvnl,com

RO No. 12 Date: 09.01.2025
E-TENDER CORRIGENDUM AND DATE EXTENSION NOTICE-1
Due 1o unavoidable circumstances the clause No 3.3.1 has been
amended and uploaded in e-portal hitp://uktenders.gov.in therefore, the
date of submission and opaning of tendear No 08/EE (Civil-lIlY LMP/2024-
25 invited by the office of Executive Engineer (Civil-Ill), Lakhwar
Mullipurpose Project, Dakpathar (Distt-Dehradun), are revised as
following:

Last date of downloading of bid: 16-01-2025up to 16:00 hrs

Last date of submission of bid in e-procurement portal ; 16-01-2025
upto 17:00 hrs

Last date of submission of documents in hard copy: 20-01-2025 up to
1600 hrs

Due date for opening of Tender; 21-01-2025 up to 11:00 hrs

Detail of subsequent corrigendum may be obfainad from e-procurament
porial hitpoiuktenders, gov.in

For fuller & further datails, kindly visit e-procuremant portal
"hitp:ffuktenders.gov.in® and Nigam's website www.ujvnl.com

Executive Engineer (Civil-ll)

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)
VWhereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Sanjeev @Sanju S/o Uday Singh R/o Plot No.
7, D Block 1st Floor, Shiv Vihar, Chander Vihar, Nilothi,
Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in FIR No. 227/2023 U/s 356/379/411 IPC
P.5S. Kanjhawala, Delhi and it has been retumed fo
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Sanjeev @Sanju cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Sanjeev @Sanju has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that Sanjeev @Sanju in
FIR No. 227/2023 U/s 356/379/411 IPC P.S.
Kanjhawala, Delhi is required to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before

11.02.2025. By order

Shri Apoorv Bhardwaj
Judicial Magistrate First Class, North West

DP/494/RDI2025 Rohini Courts, Delhi

PROGCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Subodh Kumar At: 116-A, Ground Floor, Kashiram
Flat, Sadarpur, Sector-45, Near Amrapali Sapphire, Noida,
WP 201301 has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence case CC No. 13878/17 us/ 138 NI Act
at P.S. Rajinder Magar, New Delhi and it has been returnedto a
warrant of arrest thersupon issued that the said Subodh
Kumar cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Subodh Kumar has absconded (or
Is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proceeding u's 82 Cr.P.C. has been initiated in the case.
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Subodh Kumar
accused of CC No. 13878/17 us/ 138 NI Act at P.S. Rajinder
Magar, New Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on 10.03.2025.
By Order: Ms. Shreya Singh
Judicial Magistrate First Class NI Act-05 (Central)
Room No. 02, Ground Floor, North Building Annexe-01

DP/412/CD/2025%, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Person namely Prince@Pinu S/o: Raj Kumar, Rlo:
C-193, Shiv Vihar, Karala, Delhi (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in E-FIR No. 5998/2022, U/s 379/411
IPC, registered at P.S.: Mangolpuri, Delhi and the warrant has
been returned writing upon that the said accused Prince@Pinu
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Prince@Pinu has absconded
(oris concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Praclamation is hereby made that the said Prince@Pinu
accused E-FIR No. 5998/2022, Uls 379/411 IPC, registered at
P.S.: Mangolpuri, Delhi is required to appear before this court to
answer the said complainton or before 21.02.2025. gy Order
Sh. Reetika Jain

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05

Room No. 105, 1st Floor
Rohini Courts, New Delhi

DP/442/0D/2025
(Court Matter)

OFFICE OF THE GEOHYDROLOGIST
L'mit-2. kherva, Opp. Ganpat L niversity.
Alanhesana, ‘.;u!-ll’li - JHIIII

email: gwrdcunit? @ gmail,com
er Noti MNO.- f2024-25

Ofhece of the Geohvdrologist. Limi-2, Kherva invites
online bid for the following work from the expenenced
agencies:

~ame of work Bid Security:
The Supply, Insinllation, Testing, 6 2R, IMHD /= [ Rs
Commissioning  and  Muntenance of Six% lakhs Tweniy
Dgatal Water Level Recorders Erght Thousand

(DWLRs) i Non-Venied pressiune sensor oy )

tvpe)  wath  Telemety  Systéinm n lf.ﬂﬂﬂ'_tﬂ:
Meromeiers {or Ciround Waler 14, 160 /- (Rs
Momitoring and Integrate with Existing

IFourtesn
Dt Centre located ot Gandhinagar, housand Dine

Cojarat b ATAL BHLAL Hundred Saixis
YOUAMA(ATAL JAL) only |
1. The Bidding document is available on e-Procurement portal
hitps:ifwww tender.nprocurg.com  and the nd s o be

submined through ithe same e-Procurement ponal only

2. Date and Time of commencement of sale of bidding
dogument is 1VD1/Z02S ot 11:00 Hrs. onwards

3. Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on dated Z1/01/2025 a1 12:00

Hrs

4. Last date amd time Ffor submission of bd =
ZT/012025 up (o 180 Hrs,

S.Last date for receipt of Physical Documens is

ZTMD17202S during office hours

6. Date and nime for opening of Technical Pan of the bid is
2R/01/2025 after 10:30 Hrs </d

CEOHY DROLOGIST

INF-MEH-494-2024-25 UNIT - 2 KHERVA

TSI AR o™ T, Y (FoTlo )
TSIl 9Tk < 9T, Gferd g b feeRiam, TR

AR 1. 0771-3501122, %e |, 0771-3501121, 9 dir.sfsleg@gmail.com
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Department of Tourism
Government of Rajasthan

‘Paryatan Bhawan’, Opp. Vidhayakpuri Police Station, Sanjay
Marg, ML.I. Road, Jaipur www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in,
email- mktg-dot@rajasthan.gov.in 0141-2822807/838
No. F3( )Advt. /Creative TVCs/DT/2024/6461

Date: 03.01.2025
Notice for Bid No. 243/03/01/2025

Bid for selection of Creative Agency working in the field
of advertising film making/ production of TV
commercials and advertisement creative through online
open competitive bidding
The Department of Tourism, Government of Rajasthan, Jaipur invites Bid
for selection of Creative Agency working in the field of advertising film
making/ production of TV commercials and advertisement creative with

proven experience and credential of Creative. Agency, as per particulars
given below: -

Name of Work  Estimated| Bid Bid Time & last| Time and
cost of |invited| Security date for date for
work from submission | opening of
(in Rs.) of bid technical
excluding bid
taxes
| Production of |9.64 Crore| 03/01/ Bid 23/01/2025 | 23/01/2025
TVCs, Print 2025 Security at at
Creative, Radio @2% of bid| 3.00 PM 4.00 PM
Jingle, etc. on value i.e.
turnkey basis Rs.19.28
Lakh

-(Note: Estimated cost of work is tentative and actual work orders and the
time schedule for the same will be given as per availability of budget and
need of the department)

The E Bid form can be downloaded from www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in (e-procurement portal of the State Government)
and www.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in. Duly filled bids can be submitted online
latest by 23/01/2025 by 3.00 PM. Bid processing fee of Rs. 2500/- (non-
refundable) in favour of MD, RISL, Jaipur and Bid document fee of Rs. 1500/-
(non-refundable) in favour of Commissioner, Department of Tourism,
Rajasthan, Jaipur will have to be deposited through e-GRAS portal and bid
security i.e. Rs. 19.28 Lakh through e-GRASChallan/DD/BC/BG to the
Department before last date and time of submission of bid.

Interested bidders eligible as per qualification criteria may submit their response
to the Bid through e-procurement portal www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

For any other information, you may contact Joint Director, Department of
Tourism, Government of Rajasthan, Jaipur (Tel. No. 0141-2822807/838, Email
mktg- dot@rajasthan.gov.in). For any technical issues related to tender
process, please contact ACP (Dy. Director), IT, Department of Tourism,
Rajasthan, Jaipur on 0141-2822812 and email acpdd-dot@rajasthan.gov.in.

UBN No. : TOU2425SLRC00043

Sd/-
(Daleep Singh Rathore)
DIPR/C/307/2025

HHIh,/AAaY. /. fafaar,/ M-110,2025 feqim 08/01,2025
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R.O. No. 242505214/2 YT (D)

Deputy Director (Mktg)

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

E-lenders are invited by the undersigned for the following work

1. E-Tender No. NB2459124 Dated: 08-01-2025, tem Description:
Supply of Main Aternator of Greaves Cotton make 500 KVA 750 vV AC
DA zet supplied to Raiway Power Cars (ALTIPHSDOHESOOHZSDCG
GZRASSMADE 750V, New Spec) Brands: Graaves Cotton Only. Nota
DEM or their authorized dealars with tender spacific authorization letters
from OEM only to quote with documentary evidence, PL No.
30204450016, Qty.: 5 Nos, Consignea: SSE/AC (POHWVNBQ, NFR
(Assam) Earnesi Money: T1 08 500/- Closing of E-tender: at 14:30
hrs. on 28-01-2025

2. E-Tender Mo, NB24G0ES, Dated: 0B-01-2025, Item Description:
Sal of axle mounted digk brake syslem lor LHB design AC and Non-AC
coach (EOG Coach type) with WSP system to RDE0D Spec No. RDSO/
2011/CG-04, Rev-2 or latest (WITHOUT BRAKE DISC AND
EMERGENCY BRAKE CABLE BOX NPZ 1-5 OR PASSENGER
EMERGENCY PILOT VALVE) (Make-M/'s Esconts Limited-Faridabad
PL No. 331620520026, Qty.: 1 Set. Consignes: SSEICLS/BG/NBQS
NFR (Assam). Earnest Money: 51 680/-. Closing of E-tender: at
14,30 hrs. on 28-01-2025

3. E-Tender No. NBEZ246068, Dated: 0B-01-2025; Item Description:
Axde Mounted Disc Brake System for Power Car Coaches-(QR Code
as par COE/RCF Letter Mo MDA4121 D4, 24 .11.20271,) a8 per Drawing
Ne RDSOZ201M/CG-01. (ESCORTS Maka), PL Mo, 331803020102
Qty.: 1 Set. Consignee: SSE/CLS/BG/NBQS, NFR (Assam), Earnest
Money: T68 380/-, Closing of E-tender: at 14 30 hrs. on 28-01-2025

4. E-Tendar No. NB255001, Dated: DB-01-2025; Item Description:
Set of Mandatory spanes (M4 Check schedule ) of Greaves Cotton Enging
Model Mo -12V14TAG23 of CPCB-Il compliance. GST @& 28% (As per
Annexurgl Make Greaves Collon Limiled, Testing and warranty
cenficate should be produced with matenal, PL No. 337500500042
Qty.: 14 Set, Consignee: SSE/AC (POHVYNBQ, NFR (Assam), Earnest
Money: ¥76 260/-, Closing of E-tender: at 14 30 hrs. on 28-01-2025

5. E-Tender No, NB255002, Dated: DB-D1-2025; Item Description:
Set of Mandatory spares (M4 CHECK) of Greaves Cofton Enging Moded
No -12V14TAG23 of CPCB-Il compliance with GST 1B%. as pear
Annexure, Make: Greaves Colion only, PL Mo, 337500510011, Gty.: 14
Set Consignee: SSE/AC (POHWNBO, NFR (Assam ), Earnest Money:
T82 610v-, Closing of E4ender: at 14:30 hrs. on 28-01-2025

The complete information with the tender documents of above
mentioned e-lenders are available in websile https:/lireps.gov.in.

Dy.CMM/D/INew Bongaigaon
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"Serving Cusfomers with a smila™

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Notes from
Behind the Bars

BLACK WARRANT %%

Director: VVikramaditya Motwane
Cast: Zahan Kapoor, Rahul Bhat, Paramvir Singh Cheema, Anurag Thakur, Sidhant Gupta,
Joy Sengupta, Tota Roy Choudhury, Saamya Jainn, Pratap Phad, Vinay Sharma, Sukhwinder
Chahal, Rajshri Deshpande Streaming on: Netflix

SHUBHRAGUPTA

BLACK WARRANT is a seven-part series
based on a book of the same name about an
insider’s account of his time at what has been
dubbed ‘the biggest prison in Asia’, Tihar Jail.
The volume is co-authored by Sunil Kumar
Gupta, who joined Tihar in the early '80s,
and journalist Sunetra Chowdhary; the
show, directed by Vikramaditya Motwane,
cherry picks some of the most sensational
cases that unspooled during Gupta’s watch,
as he grew from a wet-behind-the-ears
rookie to an experienced jailer, without los-
ing his humanity.

Gupta, credited with starting Tihar’s first
legal aid cell for poor; illiterate under-trials, is
played by Zahan Kapoor. The actor, who de-
buted in Hansal Mehta’s 2022 terrorist
drama Faraz, is given enough time here to
grow into his role. Within a few minutes of
the opening, his slight frame and smiling, soft
ways — unlike his colleagues, he doesn’t cuss
a mile a minute, nor does he use brute force
on the inmates — are underlined more than
a few times, and it’s quickly apparent why.
His character, who doesn’t quite fit the job
description — maintaining order in a rough-
tough jail — is a familiar device used to im-
part chunks of information. And it is to
Kapoor’s credit that he becomes more than
just that device which is pressed into serv-
ice through the series; he inhabits his char-
acter with conviction.

It’s hard to pull off a prison drama where
you can feel the grit without being utterly re-
volted at the kind of things that go on behind
those impenetrable walls; where the per-
formances feel as close to real as possible.
Black Warrant goes the full yard in attempting
to unpack the intricate power structure,
showecasing caste and religious hierarchies
between gangs comprising hardened crimi-

Rock
Solid

SHALINILANGER

SOMETIMES, ‘LOW-TECH beats hi-tech’,
demonstrates one of the members of this
heist team, during the course of this longer-
than-needed film. Den of Thieves 2 is like
that — a small-time cast, if you choose to
discount Gerard Butler, which pulls off a
thriller that can give big-timers a run for
their money.

Six years after Butler’s cop Nick was out-
smarted by O’Shea Jackson Jr's Donnie in
the first Den of Thieves, the latter has re-
turned on the former’s radar. There has
been an audacious theft of diamonds from
a plane at Antwerp airport in Belgium and
Nick, who is divorced, down and out, hag-
gard around the face and heavy around the
waist, sniffs a scent that he follows to Nice
in France.

There, Nick threatens to rat on Donnie
unless he cuts himinto the latest heist he is
a part of. This involves robbing the vault of
the Diamond District, “the most heavily
guarded place in Continental Europe”. We
have seen enough Ocean 11s to know it’s
only a matter of time when that reputation
bites the dust.

It’s the how that matters then, and
writer-director Christian Gudegast keepsit
simple, low-key and thrumming. This is not
America so the cast of characters is welcom-
ingly mixed-race, from all over the Balkans
(atone point, they all curse NATO together).

nals and innocents dumped there by sloppy
or malicious police work, a power-keg which
needs to be controlled day and night by hard-
pressed wardens, peppered by the social-po-
litical happenings in the outside world, and
keeps it watchable.

For the most part, prisons are dark, dank,
dismal places; those incarcerated ‘doing time’
finding their own ways of whiling it away, in
ways which would seem inhuman to the out-
side world: how many of us know thata con-
coction of red chilli powder and ‘gur’ can
cause unimaginable damage in the wrong
place? Despite a few flourishes which feel ex-
aggerated (I haven’t read the book, so I don’t
know how faithful the adaptationis),and the
factthat no one smokesin the series(this was
the '80s, and everyone smoked), Black
Warrant comes off as awell-made, engaging
prison drama featuring real-life cases: the
episode featuring Billa-Ranga, the two men
whoraped and killed two Delhi teenagers, is
enough to give us nightmares.

Motwane, whose Netflix docu-drama
Indi(r)a’s Emergency hasn’'t yet been released,
has had experience with the genre. While we
do see elements from the movies —afewslo
mo struts, some background music, and a
song — clearly to prevent everything from be-
coming too dispirited and heavy, there’s a
concerted effort to maintain the tone and
tenor of amulti-episode show, with the main
characters appearing all through, and new
characters being introduced in each episode.

One of the first colourful inmates we see
keeps popping up in key moments: the noto-
rious ‘Bikini Killer' Charles Sobhraj (Sidhant
Gupta, vamping it up happily) not only has
the run of the prison, he also has the power to
do the impossible — from getting Sunil in, to
getting himself out.

Along with Sunil are two other new en-
trants, the abrasive Vipin Dahiya (Anurag
Thakur), and the brawny Shivraj Singh

DEN OF THIEVES 2: PANTERA

ok k

Director: Christian Gudegast

Cast: Gerard Butler, O'Shea Jackson Jr,
Evin Ahmad, Salvatore Esposito,

Orli Shuka, Nazmiye Oral

The setting is France and there is an aston-
ishing amount of French spoken for a main-
stream thriller, by faces that are again
White, Black and all shades in the middle.
The fans watch football, not baseball, and it
is hard to tell who is backing whom.
Sardinia features as does shawarma; Italy

Mangat (Paramvir Singh Cheema), whose
sheer physicality seems much more apt to
their workplace than the almost-frail Sunil,
as well as their willingness to wade into a gag-
gle of unruly gaidis and break up fights. Both
are excellent.

Their senior, DSP Rajesh Tomar, is played
by Rahul Bhat, who has finally got a worthy
role after Anurag Kashyap’s 2013 Ugly. Even
though Tomar is shown marching up and
down — in that specific way that desi series
show purposiveness — a tad too often, he also
gets a tangled domestic angle — an estranged
wife — which shows us how difficult it is for
men like him to have a ‘normal’ home life.
Tota Roy Chowdhury and Joy Sengupta, as
senior prison functionaries steeped in their
ways, add heft.

Women do show upinthe series. Dahiya’s
stated virility is used in a clandestine affair,
and awedding which results in a baby; Sunil
has agirl he’s sweet on,and a needy auntyjias

comes in as does a croissant.

And two women, Evin Ahmad’s Jovanna
and Nazmiye Oral’s Chava, who are as far as
they get from Hollywood types, play meaty
roles in this diamond world — both on the
side of those trying to break into the vault,
and those keeping the same flushed with
the rocks, few questions asked.

What is also welcome is that the film
completely dispenses with unnecessary di-
alogue, especially when the actual action
kicks in. It still conveys more than needed
between characters in a movie of this kind
— especially Nick and Donnie, who share
an easy, unforced bond.
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a neighbour who wants jail-ka-khana to put
off bad karma; a reporter (Rajshri
Deshpande) turns up to speak to a high-pro-
file prisoner. But they are secondary in this
all-male affair.

Along the way, we learn prison termi-
nology: the three tenets (teen stambh) of a
prison are ‘Dekhbhal, Nigrani, Niyantran’;
Class B and C prisoners have different priv-
ileges and are treated very differently
(there’s no class A, unless you are Sobhraj,
in which case you get anything you want,
including young women); chamgadad
banna is the phrase used to hang inmates
upside down before raining blows. Black
warrants are those that are written for those
who are going to the gallows — the nib of
the pen broken like we have seen so many
times in the movies — and we see multiple
hangings (the real-life Sunil presided over
several, that's why the title), one of which
ends in a body refusing to stop breathing.

On the
Warpath

FATEH %%

Director: Sonu Sood

Cast: Sonu Sood, Jacqueline Fernandez,
Naseeruddin Shah, Vijay Raaz, Shiv Jyoti
Raijput, Dibyendu, Prakash Belawadi

SHUBHRAGUPTA

CYBERCRIME IS in the crosshairs of Sonu
Sood’s Fateh, in which he plays an in-and-
as role: the name of the film is his, which
means victory.

So how much of a win is the 127-minute
film, the actor’s debut directorial? Sood has
mostly played strong supporting roles up un-
tilnow; this one has himas a hero, front and
centre. That’s one thing checked off from any
actor’'swish list: solo heroinanaction movie,
the guy with the gun, leading from the front.

The film opens with a heavily choreo-
graphed action set piece, in which Fateh
walks into a crowded room and goes on a

killing spree, employing all manner of

sleight-of-hand skills, leaving bodies asprawl,
and blood everywhere.

This sequence becomes a rinse-and-re-
peat procedure in different locations
throughout the film, which shifts from Moga,
avillage in Punjab, to the big city of Delhi: we
know this because the Capital’'s markers —
India Gate, Red Fort, the banks of the Jamuna
—become places for the hero to hang about.

Sood himself is enough of an actor to
make us believe, but the plot becomes in-

s
E'a

Shadow of the Past

NOSFERATU
* k)

Director: Robert Eggers Cast: Lily-Rose Depp, Nicholas Hoult, Aaron Taylor-dohnson,
Emma Corrin, Willem Dafoe, Simon McBurney, Ralph Ineson

SHALINILANGER

IF HE saw the things that I have seen, Isaac
Newton would have crawled back into his
mother’s womb.” In a film intently faithful to
the 1922 Nosferatu: A Horror Symphony, and
to its 1838 setting, that sentence could have
been spoken by Willem Dafoe (as he does
here)in any of his many roles this century.
Applying Newton’s Second Law of
Motion, enough force has been put behind
that 1922 silent-era film with a mass of ded-
icated fandom behind it to set Nosferatu (or
the evil one) in motion again. The cinematog-

raphy s brilliant, the production designis top
quality, the clouded, moon-lit skylines ex-
pressive, and this film’s colours smartly used
to recreate the light-and-dark effect of the
black-and-white original.

But, but, if the rats that overtake the
German town of Winsburg at his coming give
you more creeps than Nosferatu himself, then
surely this vampire’s fangs are far from sharp.

Played by Bill Skarsgard in unrecognis-
able prosthetics, giving him claws, a hawk
nose, talons and scaly, scarred skin, Nosferatu
or Count Orlok, is more a caricature and
never a being — scary or otherwise. Even if
he is not meant to draw sympathy, a few

more scenes with his beloved Ellen (Lily-Rose
Depp) may have done the trick.
However, while the story of Nosferatu is

meant to be about the bond, involving emo-
tional support but also sexual passion, that
Ellen unknowingly strikes with Orlok, direc-
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Macabre, yes. Bizarre, yes. Unbelievable, ab-
solutely. Just another day in a high-security
prison, where prisoners on death row are
counted down to their last moment.

As ayoung reporter, I was part of a group
which had visited Tihar back in the day
when talk of reform was in the air: I re-
member nothing of that afternoon except
the mingling, overpowering smell, of ex-
crement and fried food. While some of the
violence remains shadowy, Motwane and
his team don’t shy away from showing us,
literally, shit: prisons aren’t pretty, and the
filth there doesn’t just come from those
who are locked away and the keys thrown
away, it also comes from those whose souls
grow hard and corrupt while presiding over
the unfortunates made invisible to those of
us who live and breathe free air. The jailor
saab of this story, Sunil Kumar Gupta, is
shown to be an exception, and that’s why
he’s a true hero.

creasingly contrived and over-the-top, brim-
ming with an assortment of villains —
Naseeruddin Shah as a black-hoodie-clad
master cyber criminal, always tobe seenina
room full of screens and a shapely red-lipped
assistant, Vijay Raaz as his murderous ac-
complice, and Dibyendu as a crooked cop —
deep fakes targeting innocents, and a series
of people being electrocuted in real-time
(nope, not kidding).

The requirement of a leading lady is
completed by Jacqueline Fernandez’s
Shruti, a computer whizz who works with
agroup of ethical hackers. There’s also a girl
(Shiv Jyoti Rajput) from Fateh’s village,
whose complicated situation becomes the
reason for our hero to get going. These por-
tions are hurriedly executed, because the
filmisinahurry to go back to its mission to
slash, kill and burn.

Your tipping point depends upon how
much sickening, relentless violence you can
handle: clearly, the action choreographers
have had a lot of fun, and you go along up
until a point. After that, it all becomes an
empty, exhausting blur.

tor-co-writer Robert Eggers is too tentative
to explore this. (Not to mention that our
Censors are too generous in clipping it.)

Instead, Eggers shoots a long, and more
impressive, sequence between Orlok and
Ellen’s husband Thomas (Nicholas Hoult).
Thomas’s treacherous journey to Orlok’s di-
lapidated castle, in the snow, marked by
warnings of mysterious gypsies, and his
growing realisation of the horror he has
walked into, even as Orlok sneaks or looms
around him and he wakes up with bite marks
onthe chest, is Nosferatu’s most effective part.

Hoult also has the most effective per-
formance in the film, his face almost as an-
gelic as his bride Ellen’s, conveying both his
terrors and his tenderness.

The others (Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Emma
Corrin, Ralph Ineson, even Dafoe) have pre-
cious little to do apart from stand wringing
their hands around Ellen’s bed, as she writhes
and twists, and at least once has that raised-
torso-in-bed shot. Corrinis especially wasted
as Ellen’s pregnant and mother-of-two friend
Anna, who doesn’t know better than to put

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

STREAMING
WATCH
LIST

ASURA

NETFLIX

IN 1979 TOKYO, four distinct sisters
uncover their ageing father’s affair,
causing their happy facades and
bottled-up emotions to unravel
slowly. Asura reimagines the
beloved Japanese family drama
Like Asura for a modern audience.
The series has been written and di-
rected by Hirokazu Kore-eda
(Shoplifters, Our Little Sister).

GOOSEBUMPS:
THEVANISHING
DISNEY+HOTSTAR

THIS EIGHT-EPISODE series features
David Schwimmer as Anthony
Brewer, a former botany professor
obsessed with solving a 30-year-old
mystery even as a supernatural en-
tity creates terror in New York City.
Borrowing elements from RL Stine’s
Goosebumps: The Vanishing follows
has been developed by Nicholas
Stoller and Rob Letterman.

PEPE

MUBI

TAKING INSPIRATION from an infa-
mous runaway hippo, this
shapeshifting adventure begins in
Southern Africa and moves to South
America. Pepe narrates his eventful
life — from being owned by
Colombian drug baron Pablo
Escobar to his final days roaming
free. Pepe, a fablesque documentary,
is directed by Nelson Carlo de los
Santos Arias.

ONCALL

PRIME VIDEO

THIS POLICE drama follows a rookie
and veteran officer duo on patrol in
Long Beach. Shot with a mixture of
hand-held cameras, bodycam and
dash-cam footage, the series ex-
plores the morality of protecting a
community. Brandon Larracuente
stars as Alex Diaz, an ambitious
rookie who grapples with holding
onto his optimistic outlook while
facing challenges in today’s climate.

her children in clear danger.

If Dafoe’s occult specialist Prof von Franz
talks of Ellen as “the fair maiden”, she is re-
ferred to as “beautiful... non pareil... sylph-
like” by Thomas’s boss Knock (Simon
McBurney), who has — as we would say it
these days — “sold his soul to the devil”.
Thomas clearly should have his antennas up,
with or without the Orlok link. But, newly
hired, he needs the money, and hence pro-
ceeds on to the job given to him of signing
Orlok up for a house in the neighbourhood.

The bigger problem is that Depp, beauty
and all, is so wan, dark-circle-eyed, and mo-
rose throughout Nosferatu that you have to
wonder what the fuss is all about. If not the
beauty and the beast’s passion, the film could
have given us a glimpse of Thomas and
Ellen’s love before Orlok re-enters her life.

The closest the film gets to describing
what Ellen and Orlok may have is in
Professor von Franz’s words. Such demons,
he tells a receptive audience, have a ten-
dency to latch on to women in whom
“lower animal functions dominate”.
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CROSSWORD 5571

HAMMY, YOU'RE NOT
CQUALIFIED FOR REMOTE VR

SURGERY...YOU'VE NEVER
EVEN BEEN TO MEDICAL

SCHOOL!

WHAT COULD

FOR ONE, THAT OHHH...

THEY TEACH ME . . WELL, [T
THAT IDON'T | | YORYESOT 0 WAS AN
ALREADY HEADGETON  NOT AN R.
KNOW? UPSIDE DOWN.  ELBOW...

TS AN
EARY

E i pil L Lo Dy Py R Bl gl il e

1=ig
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
r._ Wi SUSIE. WWAT DID You | [11s e veRy Y ReLAy, SUSIE. d PPEARS TO BE
55 5 BR&MG FOR LUNCH TODAY 7 | | FANORITE, TO,| T BOUGHMT GO0, || CIGhR BUTTS M
SO L DONT |THE CAFETERIA| A~ | A GALLSTONE
A SWISS CHEESE T £ WANT TO HEAR | LUNCH TODAY. ]_/ SMICE.
ACROSS DOWN AND KETCHUP T WUAT GROSS
1 Showed the way with 1 The high point of a fling SAMNDWICH . 1 THING Yoo
emphasis(7) (5) \"__// i :
5 A shoe maker in the Old 2 Separate complaints *'* |
Testament (5) department (9,4) .‘aw i
8 Considered the matter 3 Get hint about contract s ¢
closed?(7,2,4) (7) {
9 Earthquake centre 4 Dislike writing notes before E
(5) exam (6) i
10 Form of ciphers (7) 5 Something wrong with a -
11 Spoils a signal and getsinto ~ knot?(5)
arow (6) 6 One must be patient with it
12 How one might be cast foralong time (6,7)
as Captain Bligh? (6) 7 A new tropic fruit MARVIN by Tom Armstron g
15 Harass the debtor gone (7) _
Spmehow undergrotind B o e bad sign for the WHY DON'T YOU ASK JENNY FOR SHE SAID SHE STILL DOESN'T
blows (5) (34) ALREADY —— HER -
19 Stately stride - appropriate 14 Eager to be camping? \
toaruler?(8,5) (6)
20 Give someone a sharp 16 French study a composition
reminder (5) (5)
21 Isn’t run out but retires 18 Battle for the chairman’s
(5,2) seat?(5)

Solutions Crossword 5570 Across: 1Eerie, 8 Sideline, 9 Gnome, 10 Aircraft, 11
Study, 12 Pen, 16 Diesel, 17 Inform, 18 Yap, 23 Means, 24 Executed, 25 Basin, 26
Entwines, 27 Alert Down: 2 Einstein, 3 Immodest, 4 Divide, 5 Peach, 6 Divan, 7 Lento,
12 Ply, 13 Nip, 14 Afterall, 15 Frontier, 19 Aneled, 20 Repel, 21 Deity, 22 Quail

JUMBLED WORDS

Difficulty Level 5s

Instructions
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and ol every digitfrom1t0 9
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip. ) must appear in each of the
I think success has norules, butyoucan___agreatdeal from___.-JeanKerr(5,.,7) w nine vertical columns, in
[p] each of the nine horizontal
NRAEE FFUILL = rows and ineach of the
¢ nine boxes.
H BN H Bl S
o
ENARR | O S F N U = Difficulty Level
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=Very Hard;
e 6s =Genius

Uea[ - "anjrey Wodj [eap 18218 e WAL UBD NOA IN ‘SI[NI OU SBY SSIIINS JUIY] [:19MSUY
NOISNA ‘T TN ‘NVYIYd ‘AANYY -uonnjos
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;

E.

z
3 871 8 418/9]2/3(7|5/1|6
6 | 3] 0 13]6/2[8|5/1[7/4/9
1 4  |17/5]|6/4 9/8/2/3
7 2 613|| |18 [213/6[9]1(8]4[7]5
T T Isl 13l [T Il @ |9]4]/8]3|7[5[1/6]|2
6/4| [1] | [5] Z |7/5(1]4/2/6/3/9 8
6] | [8]| | [6]9]7]5/8[4[2[3]1
| 1] 3 [8/2/4[1]6[3]|9/5|7
8/1]5 6 S |[5/1/3]7/9/2]|6/84

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

You could soon be Some sort of
ready to make your financial crisis is
move - at last. Your looming, so fancy
stars are adopting a footwork will be

position which is frankly more
favourable than for some
weeks, and the best thing you
candois to be young-at-heart,
spontaneous and ready to take

necessary if you want to avoid
bad feeling and save yourself
some of your hard-earned
cash.Ifyou're in the housing
market, or otherwise

off ata moment's notice. contemplating large domestic
purchases, follow a hunch.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
The Sun and the SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Moon have both Watch out for
recently come to emotional squalls
your aid, and you and be aware of the
should be set up fora very extent to which you

positive future. Today's stars
put the accent on domestic
affairs, so family relationships
should come first,and people
you live with will be hogging

may be responsible for any
ructions. This doesn't mean
that you've done anything
wrong, but there may be
things which you have left

the limelight. undone which have left
someone else high and dry.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Short journeys SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
beckon, so you Your imagination
may accept any may lead youa
invitations that merry old dance,
take you away from home. and feelings like
Mind you, they are as likely resentment, jealousy, anger
to be for business as for and the desire for revenge are

pleasure. If you are waiting
for someone to get in touch,
wait no longer. Take the
initiative, make the first

lurking. However, first you
should make a fair and
reasonable assessment of the
situation. Let the facts speak

move and never doubt for themselves.

yourselt. CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)

CANCER (June 22 - July 23) Seldom have your
You may feel the stars looked more
need to be alittle passionate - at least
more secretive than not foramonth or

usual, yet without
being deceptive or

manipulative. Your romantic
stars are at a height, and even
the slightest change will find

so! Such feelings will of course
have intense repercussions for
your romantic affairs, but will
also influence other areas of
your life. Adopt a bold and

you feeling much more colourful approach.

sensitive., Still, it's good to be in

touch with your emotions. AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)

You are much

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) stronger than you
Thisis certaintobe a think, and even
time of emotional apparently
ups and downs, with  disastrous developments will
an emphasis on the turn out in your favour. You

ups. However, only determined
action will shiftalog-jam to do

must pay special attention to
partners who are swept away

with work, or resolve deep- by feelings they can't
rooted irritations athome. First ~ understand - and don't tangle
of all, though,youneedtowork  with authority, either.
out what partners really want.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) You are likely to get
Dream on. Your wound up about
@ imagination should moral questions,
be atits peak, which but you're also
means that there liable to jump to conclusions

could be extra worries, but that
you should also emphasise all
the positive angles in your life at
the moment. Concentrate on
the ethical issues, and raise
moral standards all round.

and misunderstand what is
really going on. Say your piece,
but be a good listener. If
partners know thatyou're
giving them your attention,
they'll respond in kind.

INAUGURATION — NCC

India’s VP Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurated the National Cadet
Corps Republic Day Camp-2025 recently. This year, 2361 Ca-
dets including 917 girl cadets from 17 NCC Directorates cov-
ering all the states & union territories of the country are parti-
cipating in Republic Day Camp 2025, which will culminate

with the PM’s Rally on 27 January 2025.

ANNUAL DAY — BHEL

BHEL celebrated its annual BHEL Day HD Kumaraswamy, Union
Minister of Heavy Industries & Steel graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest & presented the awards. Kamran Rizvi, Secy. (Heavy Ind-
ustries); Vijay Mittal, Joint Secretary (Heavy Industries); K. Sadashiv
Murthy, CMD BHEL,; Directors; Chief Vigilance Officer, & other officers
& employees were present on the occasion.

MEET — DFCCIL

A stakeholder’s meet was organized recently with different
stakeholders of UPSIDA with DFCCIL Officials at Kanpur.
Various companies have participated during this meet to
grab this opportunity. The benefits of Gati Shakti Cargo
Terminal were well versed presented by SP Verma, GGM,
DFCCIL, in presence of Anshul Katariya, RM,

UPSIDA.

AGREEMENT — MRPL

Mangalore Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd. has entered a strategic partnership with Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves

-,

.ol

Ltd. The agreement was formally signed recently at MRPL office in
Mangaluru by B. Sudharshan, ED (Refinery), & Atul Gupta, Deputy
CEQ (ISPRL), in the presence of MS Kamath, MD (MRPL), & LR

FOUNDATION—NTPC

PM Modilaid the foundation sto-
ne for the state-of-the-art NTPC
Green Energy Ltd. Green Hy-
drogen Hub Project at Pudimada-
ka near Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh. PM laid the foundation
stone virtually from Visakhap-
atnam in the presence of S Ab-
dul Nazeer, Governor of Andhra

Pradesh, N Chandrababu Naidu, CM of Andhra Pradesh, K Rammohan Naidu, M/o Civil Aviation, K Pawan

Kalyan, Deputy CM of Andhra Pradesh & other dignitaries

AGREEMENT—POWERGRID

POWERGRID, has taken a significant step towards
collaborative technical research by signing a ‘Master
Agreement’ with independent, non-profit energy research
& development organization EPRI, USA. This transfo-
rmative 10 yr framework agreement cements POWER-
GRID’s commitment toward innovation, sustainability &
collaboration at the global level. The agreement paves

the way for participation in EPRI's cutting-edge Annual Research Portfolio & customized solutions,
encompassing transmission system construction, operation & maintenance, to advance energy transition &
sustainability. “Through this collaboration with EPRI, we are taking a significant step forward in addressing the

evolving challenges of the power transmission sector”” said, RK Tyagi, CMD of POWERGRID.

SNEH International School o

Junior hosted its Annual Day
celebration-Florets of Innoc-
ence, recently. The evening be-
gan with the traditional lighting =
of the lamp by the Chairman, Dr. Subhash Chander Dhlngra and other
dignitaries, Chief Guest Ms. Nithya Radhakrishnan, IPS & Guest of
Honour Dr. Aditi Govitrikar, Film Actress were welcomed. The event
showcased captivating performances, starting with the Kindergarten
students. Principal Ms. Komal presented the Annual Report for 23-
24, highlighting the school’s progress.

MEETING—DISTRICT SHAHDARA

A meeting chaired by the District
Election Officer, Shahdara was co-
nvened to supply the final publ-
ication of the electoral roll. The me-
eting was attended by the BLA-1
of the recognized political parties
of each Assembly, SDM (E), ER-
0s, AEROs and the additional AEROs of district Shahdara.

IREDA has achieved ‘Excellent rating for the performance MoU signed
withthe MNRE for the FY 23-24, with a score of 98.24. This marks the fo-
urth consecutive year that IREDA has received ‘Excellent’ rating, In the
previous three years, IREDA consistently delivered exceptional results,
achieving an ‘Excellent’ rating with scores of 93.50 in FY 22-23, 96.54 in
FY 21-22 and 96.93 in FY 20-21. Speaking on the achievement, PK Das,

Jain, CEQ & MD (ISPRL). This collaboration underscores a shared
vision to drive mutual growth & contribute to national energy security.

FOUNDATION DAY— UCO BANK

83rd Foundation Day of UCO Bank, was organized recently at Zonal Office,
New Delhi. Sumit Khandelwal, GM & Zonal Head garlanded the portrait of
the founder of the bank Ghanshyam Das Birla & lit the lamp. Sumit Khan-
delwal inaugurated the blood donation camp & free health checkup camp
was organised at Parliament retail Branch. The 83rd Foundation Day of the
Bank was celebrated with joy & a number of events were organized.

LAUNCH— SCOPE .
SCOPE, along with GIZ, Germany, apublic benefit gy (i S S oo o0 ,,.,M& o
federal enterprise, has launched first of its kind |8 SCE -r.ums e 'ﬁ" i !

self-paced advance course on Climate Change & L _ ' s
Climate Action to enable the workforce of the L : =

Public Sector fraternity to gain formal certification on the subject The course is supported by International
Climate Initiative of the German Government & certified by them along with SCOPE & GlZ, Germany. SCOPE
also launched its dedicated webpage on Climate Action enabling PSEs to gain information and engage in peer
learning through a single portal. The advanced course has been designed to develop an understanding about the
various aspects of Climate Change and possible actions available to combat the same. The webpage aims to be
a single point of information repository entailing Climate initiatives of PSEs, Int'l developments on sustainability

I RETEEAR L),

CMD, IREDA, said, “Securing the ‘Excellent’ rating for the fourth conse-
cutive year is a significant milestone for IREDA.

NBCC PM Modi inaugurated several high-impact infrastructure
projects, executed by NBCC, reaffirming the company’s pivotal role
in shaping modern India. The inauguration ceremony witnessed the
inauguration of the World Trade Center at Nauroji Nagar, the GPRA
Type-Il Quarters at Sarojini Nagar and the Central Board of Secondary
Education Headquarters at Dwarka, all of which embody cutting-edge
design, sustainability, & community-focused planning.

CAMP—NCC

CNS Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi visited the NCC Republic Day Camp
recently at Delhi Cantt. He lauded the NCC cadets for their high
standards of display and immaculate turnout. He further encouraged
themto carry the ethos of NCC to each & every corner of the country
with high spirit & enthusiasm. The CNS also applauded the NCC’s
community development programmes, like Swachhta Pakhwada,
tree plantation drives, blood donation camps and other initiatives.

CSR—BSES

BSES & AllMS have joined hands for promoting eco friendly mobility. Within the
AIIMS campus, BSES is providing 27 zero-pollution electric buses under its
CSR program for the hospital’s Free in-Campus Shuttle Service. The first set of
11 electric buses was flagged off recently by AIMS Dir. M. Srinivas &the BSES
leadership team. BSES Dir. & Group CEQ, Amal Sinha, Dir. on the BSES Board,
VS Verma & BYPL CEQ, Amarjeet Singh lead the BSES team.

EVENT— SWACHHAGRAHI FOUNDATION
The program 'Sau Saal Pehle' (100 Years Ago), organized to commemorate Mohammed Rafi's birth centenary,

Medanumed
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hahid Rafi
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refreshed the memories of the legendary singer in the hearts of
Delhiites. His son, Shahid Rafi, mesmerized the audience with his
melodious voice. Organized by the Swachhagrahi Foundation, the event
held at the NCUI Auditorium was inaugurated by the former Union

Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi.

& access to important publications & knowledge repositories on the important subject of Climate Action.

CONVENTION—IREDA
As part of the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention, Pradip

Kumar Das, CMD, IREDA played a pivotal role as the moderator for
the panel discussion titled “Green Connections: The Indian Dia-
spora’s Gontributions to Sustainable Development”. The session,
chaired by Ashwini Vaishnaw, M/o Railways, Information & Broadc-

asting & Electronics & Information Technology, highlighted the significant impact of the Indian diaspora in
advancing global sustainability initiatives and fostering green growth.

_m The PM, Modi launched LIC’s BIVIA SAKHI Yojana at Panipat,recently. Bima Sakhi Yojana is a step towards
Viksit Bharat through women empowerment which will provide social security to the families. On this occasion,
Siddhartha Mohanty, CEO and MD, LIC has expressed the objective to cover each panchayat of the country by at

least one Bima Sakhi within one year.

REC disbursed loans worth Rs.8377;54,692 cr. up 17.98% year-on-
year (YoY) for the Quarter ended Dec. 31, 2024. The quantum of ren-
ewable energy loan disbursements grew 58.09% year-on-year to
Rs.8377;6,314 cr. in the corresponding period. For 9 months (Q1-Q3)
FY24-25, REC disbursed total loans amounting to Rs.8377;1,45,647
crore, which is higher by 19.30% compared to Rs.8377;1,22,089 cr.,
disbursed in the corresponding period of FY23-24. Of this, renewable
energy loans aggregated to Rs.8377;17,612 cr, up 78.68% YoY.

DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICER In response to a video tweeted by
ANI, wherein allegations were made against the District Election Officer,
New Delhi, regarding non-disclosure of objectors’ names & alleged deli-
berate deletions of electors’ names from the electoral roll, a press note is
being issued. These allegations are incorrect. As per the guidelines of
the Election Commission of India, the summary of Form 7, which incl-
udes the names of both the objectors & objectees, is shared with all rec-

SAIL, has supplied approximately 45,000 tonnes of steel for the upcoming Mahakumbh Mela 2025 which will
be held in Prayagraj. The total quantity of steel supplied includes chequered plates, hot strip mill plates, mild
steel plates, angles and joists. Major customers for this steel supply include the Public Works Department
(PWD), Uttar Pradesh State Bridges Corporation, Electricity Board and their suppliers.

BHEL has achieved yet another milestone in Bhutan with the successful commissioning of two units of
the 6x170 MW Punatsangchhu-Il Hydroelectric Project (PHEP-II). Executed as part of a bilateral agreement
between the GOI & the Royal Government of Bhutan, PHEP-Il is a greenfield hydro project located in the
Wangdue district of Western Bhutan.
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ognized political parties on a weekly basis through Form 10.

RESEARCH

Dr. Naval Kumar Verma MD (Hom), Hon PhD, and a
renowned scientist of homeopathy, has achieved a
groundbreaking milestone in the treatment of prostate
problems using homeopathic remedies. His work,

9

L

recently published in the Int’l Journal of Science and Research,
demonstrates how homeopathy can effectively treat Benign Prostatic
Hyperplasia (BPH) & prevent the progression to prostate cancer.
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| think it’s a great partnership
in terms of everything, even
like energy, like media-wise,
tennis-wise, growing tennis.
It’s great. Imagine, (if Lionel)
Messi would become the
coach of Cristiano Ronaldo. It
would be strange.”

DANIIL MEDVEDEV
ON MURRAY COACHING DJOKOVIC

Osaka confident of
playing first round tie

Two-time Australian Open champion
Naomi Osaka s confident she will play
her opening match against Caroline
Garcia at the Grand Slam even though
the results of a scan on her abdominal
injury were not "fantastic".

Osaka, the 2019 and 2021
Melbourne Park champion, was in
tears on Sunday after the injury forced
to quit her first WTA Tour final in al-
most three years. The Japanese player
was leading Clara Tauson 6-4 in the
Auckland final when she decided she
could not go on. "The MR, it wasn't
fantastic but it wasn't bad at the
same time," Osaka told reporters on
Friday. "So saying all that, I'm pretty
optimistic about playing my match.
I mean, for sure I'm going to play my
match. I've been practising pretty
well for the two days that I've been
here, so it seems to be going good."

Osaka meets Caroline Garciain the
opening round of the Australian Open
for the second straight year, the
Frenchwoman getting the better of
her6-47-6(2)in2024.  REUTERS

Habib first Lebanese to
feature in main draw

HADY HABIB isn't likely to find any-
thing too daunting at the Australian
Open now that he's become the first
Lebanese player in the Open era to
reach a Grand Slam men's singles
draw. He advanced through three
rounds of the qualifying at
Melbourne Park, winning his third
matchin a tiebreaker 6-4, 3-6,7-6 (8)
over Clement Chidekh of France on
Thursday to secure a place in the
main draw of the tournament that
starts Sunday. It continued a rapid
rise for Habib, who made his
Olympic debut last year in Paris, run-
ning into eventual silver medalist
Carlos Alcaraz, a four-time major
winner, in the first round. It was two
sets he'll long remember. Late last
year, he made history at Temuco,
Chile by becoming the first ATP
Challenger Tour champion from
Lebanon. The 26-year-old Habib was
born in Houston, Texas and moved
to Lebanon as a young child, learn-
ing how to play there. He returned to
the U.S. to pursue a pro career and
feels now like he's representing of
the spirit of Lebanese people. AP

Time to put the past
behind as Melbourne
braces for a Carlos
Alcaraz and Jannik
Sinner showdown

NAMIT KUMAR
JANUARY 10

IF JANNIK Sinner, the 23-year-old World
No. 1 and heavy tournament favourite, de-
fends his Australian Open title this month,
he will become only the third player in the
Open Era - after Roger Federer (06-07) and
Novak Djokovic (15-16) - to win three con-
secutive hard court Majors.

If Carlos Alcaraz, already the second
most successful active men’s tennis player
at 21, lifts the season-opening Major tro-
phy, he will become only the sixth player
to complete the career Grand Slam - win-
ning all four Major titles at least once - in
the Open Era.

The narrative of Djokovic, with former
rival Andy Murray now in his camp, at-
tempting to script more history and con-
tinue to keep his place among tennis’s elite
at the age of 37, may dominate headlines.
But there is little doubt that Alcaraz and
Sinner are the main protagonists of the
men’s draw in Melbourne this month.

Nostalgia can be a powerful tool for
keeping sport relevant. But the record-
breaking success of Alcaraz and Sinner,
who swept all four Majors last year, has
ushered in the new guard seamlessly de-
spite coming on the heels of the most uni-
versally adored generation of tennis play-
ers. They are doing it in a style that is
earning them a reputation of being domi-
nant-yet-popular athletes; they have built
a resonant inter-personal rivalry that has
produced some of the best tennis in recent
years; they have, in a sense, deemed nostal-
giaredundant.

The now retired, much loved duo of
Federer-Nadal must make way for the
emerging Sinner-Alcaraz rivalry. The
previous generation, outside of the still-ac-
tive, still-enthralling Djokovic, now belong
to the priceless vault of internet compila-
tions. Their presence is of more value to
the statesman-like addresses they will
make at public appearances than to mod-
ern-day tennis.

Perhaps, in a slice of fortune for
the sport, Alcaraz and Sinner have allowed
that transition to be smooth rather than
awkward.
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PLAYING TODAY

BabpmINTON: MALAYSTIA OPEN
Semifinals, 9.30 am onwards,
Live on Hotstar & Sportsl18

Carlos Alcaraz (top) and Jannik Sinner are chasing records in the year’s first Grand Slam, which begins on Sunday. Reuters

The Italian was exonerated after failing two
doping tests in March after he successfully
appealed his case of accidental contamina-
tion, but the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) has appealed to the Court of
Arbitration of Sport (CAS), the hearing for
which will be held on April 16.

The storm that has swirled around him
has not been a deterrent to his form on the
court. He put together one

Leading the tour

It may be a product of
the eccentric tennis rank-
ing system that Sinner
and Alcaraz are not the
top two seeds at the
Australian Open, but they
proved in 2024 that they
are a league above the
others in the matches that
matter. Being on oppos-
ing sides of the draw opens up the possi-
bility of them extending their already fa-
mous rivalry by facing off in a Major final
for the first time.

It is not a stretch to say the duo have
produced the very best that men'’s tennis
has to offer, arguably playing out the match
of the year in each of the last three seasons.
Their contrasting approaches and person-
alities have made for plenty of enthralling
contests already.

Sinner comes into the tournament with
uncertainty persisting over a potential ban.

Being on opposing sides
of the draw opens up
the possibility of them
extending their already
famous rivalry by facing
off in a Major final for
the first time

of the greatest seasons of
the ATP era last year after
winning two Majors, six
other titles including the
year-end Finals and a title
defence at the Davis Cup,
and finishing his year
with a whopping win-loss
percentage of 92.4%. He
arrives in Melbourne as
the big tournament
favourite again, even if he has a slightly
tricky route, with a first-round encounter
against the big-hitting Nicolas Jarry, against
whom he has struggled in the past. A po-
tential quarterfinal against home favourite
Alex de Minaur also awaits.

Sinner’s refined aggressive baseline
playing style may be dominant, but itis a
subtler niche compared to the overwhelm-
ing version of it played by Alcaraz, whois all
energy, elasticity and charisma. Alcaraz’s
ever-expanding highlight reel gained him
a hefty fan following even before he fol-

— NUMBER PLATE

92.4

Jannik Sinner ended 2024 with
eight titles, including two Majors,
finishing with a win-loss
percentage of 92.4% during the
year, a peak only surpassed by
Roger Federer in 2006 (94.84%)
and Novak Djokovic in 2015
(93.18%) in the rankings era.

Carlos Alcaraz’s four Major
4 titles are already the second

most for any active men's
player on tour. If he wins afifth in
Melbourne, he will complete the
career Grand Slam, making him
the just the sixth player since the
Open Erabeganin 1968 to do so.

lowed it up with four Majors, but he lacks
consistency. The Spaniard had a banner
year in 2024 - finishing with the French
Open-Wimbledon double and silver medal
at the Olympics - but he ended it on a tame
note with early losses at the US Open and
ATP Finals.

Alcaraz may seek Sinner’s steadiness,

Swimmer loses 10 Olympic medals in LA wildfires

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 10

UNITED STATES swimmer Gary Hall Jr. who
won 10 Olympic medals and six world cham-
pionship medals, claimed he lost all of them
in Palisades wildfire in Los Angles.

“Everyone wants to know did the medals
burn? Yeah, everything burnt. It's something
I can live without. I guess everything is just
stuff. It'll take some hard work to start over.
What can you do?” the 50-year-old told The
Sydney Morning Herald.

“It'll be a range of emotions, particularly
when it’s time to go back to where the house
stood. I'll shift through the ash and see if the
medals melted together. Will  be able to find
anything worth saving? Probably not.Idon’t
know,” Hall added. “There’s no time to take
photos or videos when running for your life.
It was worse than any apocalypse movie
you've ever seen and 1,000 times worse,”
Hall said to the Australian publication.

The Palisades fire gathered traction on
Tuesday when the blaze grew quickly and
burnt thousands of acres on Wednesday, ac-
cording to the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection. It was a few
hours into the Palisades fire when the Eaton
fire erupted near Pasadena in the San Gabriel
Mountains.

“I'was on the phone with my daughter. I
noticed a plume of smoke coming over the
back side of my house.Isaw the flames erupt
and houses start popping. There were explo-

Gary Hall Jr. represented the US at the
1996, 2000 and 2004 Olympics. Instagram

sions.Ididn’t have alot of time,” Hall recalled.

“Sunset Boulevard was a complete log-
jam. People abandoned cars and were run-
ning for their lives. Police were telling them
to do that. My girlfriend was trapped in her
car around smoke,” Hall said. “It's mayhemin
Los Angeles. We were surrounded by flames.
The embers were raining down on me as |
jumped into my car. I had time to grab my
dog and just a couple of personal items. It’s
just every person for themselves."

LA basketball teams affected
Golden State Warriors head coach Steve
Kerr said the wildfires in California, started
by Santa Ana winds, had a “terrifying impact”
and was quoted as saying by CNN that that

I’ll shift through the ash and see if
the medals melted together. Willl
be able to find anything worth
saving? Probably not. I don’t
know. There’s no time to take
photos or videos when running for
your life. It was worse than any
apocalypse movie you’ve ever seen
and 1,000 times worse.”

GARY HALL JR.
AMERICAN OLYMPIAN

his mother was forced to evacuate her home
in Pacific Palisades.

Kerr also said team video assistant Everett
Dayton, who grew up in Pacific Palisades, lost
his family home in the fire.

CNN wrote: ‘While the Palisades fire has
been growing at a rate of about five football
fields a minute, two other fires have also
erupted in Los Angeles County: the 500-acre
Hurst fire north of San Fernando and the
Eaton fire in Altadena, which grew to 1,000
acres in a matter of hours. More than
200,000 homes and buildings are currently
without power in LA county.’

“Everything I'm seeing and reading is just
terrifying, what's happening down there,”
Kerr told reporters. “So, just wanted to send
thoughts to everyone who’s going through
the devastation of the fire.”

Elsewhere speaking to reporters before
his team’s 118-97 defeat to the Dallas

Mavericks on Tuesday, LA Lakers head coach
JJ] Redick revealed that his family has also
been affected by the fires.

“I just want to acknowledge and send
thoughts and prayers to everyone in the
Palisades right now,” Redick said. “It's where
[ live, my family and my wife’s family, my
wife’s twin sister, they’ve evacuated. I know
that alot of people are freaking out right now,
including my family. From the sound of
things, with the winds coming tonight, I
know a lot of people are scared.”

Earlier, Los Angeles Clippers star Kawhi
Leonard had left the team ahead of
Wednesday’s game in Denver to return to
California, and head coach Tyronn Lue told
reporters that the six-time All-Star is back
with his family.

“You definitely have to take care of
home. ... Totally had my support 100%,”
Lue said. “Going back, checking on his fam-
ily and kids, making sure they’re well. And
he got back, and they’re doing okay, so just
happy and thankful for that. We know we
have a task at hand, but you know a lot of
people are affected by what’s going on,”
Lue said.

“We know we have a game that we have
to play that we wanna win. And so, just give
everything we got you know despite. It's hard
to put things like this behind you when so
many people are affected. But it's something
we gotta try to do tonight. It’s gonna be tough.
I'm not sure if we’ll be able to do it or not. But
we gotta go out there and compete at a high
level and give everything we got.”

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

but the high points in his game - the ceil-
ing of the level he can produce - are con-
siderably higher than that of his Italian
counterpart. That is part of the reason why
Alcaraz leads their head-to-head 6-4, win-
ning each of their three encounters last
year; and why the Spaniard has won
Majors across the three surfaces.

The Spaniard has a history of peaking
on the big stage, and if he is seeking time
to get match sharpness and fitness before
the business end of this tournament, he
may be blessed with an easier route to the
second week in Melbourne, where a lurk-
ing Djokovic may await in a potential block-
buster quarterfinal.

Djokovic is entering what could be the
most intriguing phase of his career - hav-
ing established himself as the best of the
previous generation, he wishes to be an
equal of this one. His favourite tournament
may be the perfect venue to rebuild him-
self after a poor 2024, but his path, as the
seventh seed, is a perilous one. Promising
Czech Tomas Machac, big-serving Reilly
Opelka who just beat him in Brisbane, and
old foe Grigor Dimitrov are waiting before
he may face the Spaniard.

For the Serb to extend his record to 25
Majors, it looks likely that he will have to
go through at least one, if not both, of
Sinner and Alcaraz. No player on tour, not
even a history-maker like him, has looked
capable of doing so recently.

Djokovic claims
being poisoned
during Covid
detention in Aus

ANI
MELBOURNE, JANUARY 10

SERBIAN TENNIS icon Novak Djokovic made
ashocking claim that he felt he was poisoned
with "lead and mercury" during his stay in
Melbourne before being deported from
Australia ahead of that year's Australian Open
due to him not taking a COVID-19 vaccination.

Djokovic is heading to the Australian
shores with his mind on a record-extending
11th Australian Open title, a record-breaking
25th Grand Slam title, the most by any player
across men's and women's categories and fi-
nally, a century of ATP Tour level titles.

While Australia has been memorable to
Djokovic with plenty to cherish on-court, it
was also where one of his life's darkest chap-
ters unfolded. Djokovic had refused to take the
COVID-19 vaccine and had openly expressed
at that time his freedom to take or not take
somethinginside his body. But before the tour-
nament took place amid a pandemic, Djokovic
was first detained in a Melbourne hotel and
later deported owing to him not taking a jab.
He was unable to participate in the tournament.

Speaking to GQ, Djokovic revealed that
when he returned to Serbia, he felt a high-
level presence of "heavy metal and mercury”
in his body. "I had some health issues. And I
realised that in that hotel in Melbourne, [ was
fed with some food that poisoned me,"
Djokovic told GQ as quoted by WWOS. "I had
some discoveries when I came back to Serbia.
Inever told this to anybody publicly, but dis-
covered that I was, I had areally high level of
heavy metal. Heavy metal.l had the lead, very
high level of lead and mercury," he added.

The former world number one also said
thathe was putina"jailroom" at Melbourne,
unlike other athletes who were undergoing
a hard quarantine ahead of the tournament.

"Alot of the athletes who were doing a quar-
antine for like 40 days before were also locked
in the room. But the difference is that obviously
they were not in kind of a jail room and Iwas,"
he said. "I had a paper with like a hundred
items: from toothbrush, toothpaste, water, food,
whatever. And I had to choose, tick the certain
boxes,and each of these items carries a certain
amountof points,and I had 60 points in total of
whatIwasallowed toreceive. Soldid that 59 or
60 points, and [ gave it to them. Twenty min-
utes later come back and they say, we made a
mistake, you do not have 60, you have 30.So |
was like, you must be kidding me.”

Djokovic, 37, said that he was made a
scapegoat over his stance on COVID-19 vac-
cination and the entire episode was political
since politicians could not "stand" him. "That
is the actual reason why [ was deported from
Australia. That is what the three federal judges
said in the end. Their sentence is that they are
not in a position to question the discretionary
right of the (immigration) minister. It was so
political,” he said. "It had nothing really to do
withvaccine or COVID or anything else. It's just
political. The politicians could not stand me be-
ing there. For them, I think; it was less damage
to deport me than to keep me there.”

Novak Djokovic during a press
conference on Friday. AP

Mallorca players’ wives ‘groped,
harassed, videographed’ in Saudi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 10

THE SPOUSES of two Mallorca footballers
have spoken out about being harassed by lo-
cal fans in Saudi Arabia after the club’s
Spanish Super Cup game against Real Madrid.

Cristina Palavra, who is the wife of
Mallorca’s Dani Rodriguez, was quoted in
Spanish media outlet Esports IB3 revealing
how she and the partner of Mallorca goal-
keeper Dominik Greif were targeted by a
group of men upon leaving the King
Adbullah Sports City stadium on Thursday.
She said that the group of men had clicked
photos of them from close up while they
were with their kids.

“The exit was a bit complicated. We left
with our kids and we had no security. The truth
is that some men from this country started tak-
ing photos of us from close up and were ha-
rassing us,” Palavra told Esports IB3. “The same
thing happened to Natali, the wife of Dominik
Greif.Iwas with my daughter, who was asleep.
We felt uncomfortable. We didn’t have anyone
to protect us. The exit was very bad.”

Natalia Kaluzova, Greif's wife, was quoted
by Spain’s Marca that the men ‘made videos
of us and pushed us and they groped us,
shoved phones in our face and filmed us.’

The Associated Press quoted Mallorca club
officials as saying that some 250 people were
harassed as they exited the venue.

Other Mallorca fans and Spanish media

Natalia Kaluzova, Greif’s wife,
was quoted by Spain’s Marca
that the men ‘made videos of us
and pushed us and they groped
us, shoved phones in our face
and filmed us.’

who made the trip to Jeddah related the
same details as Palavra and Kaluzova. Marca
reproduced a video shot by a mobile phone
which appeared to show several men wear-
ing Real Madrid jerseys taking videos and
laughing as the group of Mallorca fans
walked past to board chartered buses.

Quique Darder, father of Mallorca mid-
fielder Sergi Darder, compared the insults
and harassment of the women in their group
to a “siege” that lasted 15 to 20 minutes be-
fore the buses arrived.

Mallorca club official Alfonso Diaz told
Esport IB3 that there “was groping” of
women, which he called “completely unac-
ceptable.” He added that the club immedi-
ately informed the Spanish football federa-
tion and that he was confident that the
organizers would take whatever means
needed to ensure “it doesn’t happen again.”

The Spanish football federation told The
Associated Press that its own security person-
nel “acted as soon as they had knowledge of
the incident.”
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Newcomers’
day out: Tejal,
Pratika shine
In easy win

L i o

Pratika Rawal top-scored with 89 off
96 balls as India won by six wickets and
93 balls to spare. Sportzpics/BCCI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 10

WITH THE ball, rookie legspinner Priya
Mishra got the prized wicket of Orla
Prendergast in Ireland's side and followed
that up with another one of Laura Delany
next ball to peg the visitors back. With the
bat, it was a 116-run partnership between
Pratika Rawal and Tejal Hasabnis that carried
India's run-chase. Between the three of them,
just 60 days separated their ODI caps, re-
ceived late last year and the newcomers had
aday toremember as India beat Ireland by 6
wickets in the first ODI on Friday in Rajkot.

On a flat batting deck, India did well to
break into the middle order but Ireland cap-
tain Gaby Lewis played a classy knock of 92
and stitched together a 117-run stand with
Leah Paul. But India, not at their best on the
field once more worryingly, did well enough
torestrict the opposition to 238/7.Rawal then
anchored the chase smashing 10 fours and
one six for a career-best 89 (96 balls). She was
ably supported by Hasabnis, who remained
unbeaten on 53 off 46 balls with the help of
nine boundaries.

Their partnership of 116 came off just 84
balls with India winning the match with 93
balls to spare.

Carrying forward her dominant form
from the West Indies series, stand-in skip-
per Smriti Mandhana gave the team a fan-
tastic start with a blistering 29-ball 41, stud-
ded with six fours and a six. In the process,
she became the second Indian and 15th over-
all to surpass 4,000 ODI runs. Mandhana and
Rawal shared their third fifty-plus opening
stand in four matches, keeping the score-
board ticking with ease.

Harleen Deol (20) and Jemimah
Rodrigues (9) failed to convert their starts as
India gave Ireland a sniff when they lost three
wickets for 46 runs. Sloppy bowling by
Ireland after that, however, aided the two
youngsters to close the chase out.

Earlier, fielding was once again under the
scanner as India let Ireland off the hook.
Opting to bat, Ireland were in deep trouble
at 56 for four in the 14th over, but aided by
atleast three clear dropped catches and a few
misfields, the duo of Lewis and Paul gave
Ireland something to fight with.

"We need to get better at fielding. We
should have restricted them to 180, will be
aiming to do that going forward. We have to go
out there and execute our plans, that's going to
be important,” Mandhana said during the
post-match presentation. But she reserved
praise for her bowlers. "To bowl on these sort
of wickets, which have nothing in it, the
bowlers did a really good job... The way they
executed the slower balls and bouncers. Every
game here on, we need to execute," she added.

"l enjoy watching [Mandhana bat] from

the other end. It eases me down. We were
just trying to keep it simple," Rawal said af-
ter being named player of the match.
"Whenever the ball is in my slot, I look to play
big shots; otherwise, I look to take singles.”
It'sbeen animpressive start to life as an India
cricketer for the psychology student from
Delhi who has now made two half centuries
in her first four matches.
BRIEF SCORES: Ireland 238/7 in 50 overs
(Gaby Lewis 92, Leah Paul 59, Priya Mishra
2/56)lost to India 241/4in 34.3 overs (Pratika
Rawal 89, Tejal Hasabnis 53, Aimee Maguire
3/57) by 6 wickets

SPORTSBAR

Family of former

Leicester owner files
$2.6 billionclaim

Manchester: The family of former
Leicester football club owner Vichai
Srivaddhanaprabha has filed the largest
fatal accident claim in English history af-
ter the Thai billionaire died in a helicopter
crashin 2018, representatives said Friday.
The High Court claim brought against hel-
icopter manufacturer Leonardo S.p.A. was
valued at 2.15 billion pounds ($2.6 billion).
Vichai and four others died in the crash
just outside the Premier League team’s
King Power Stadium in October 2018. “My
family feels the loss of my father as much
today as we ever have done,” said Vichai’s
son, Aiyawatt Srivaddhanaprabha. “That
my own children, and their cousins, will
never know their grandfather compounds

MALAYSIA OPEN

From frying pan to last-four fire

Satwik-Chirag see off Malaysian duo of Yew Sin Ong-Ee Yi Teo, but a tougher test awaits in semifinal

SHIVANINAIK
JANUARY 10

AT 15-15 in the opening set, Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy leaptin the air and slam dunked
what could be called a yorker-smash, right
on Ong Yew Sin's toes to go up 16-15. Jasprit
Bumrah or Zaheer Khan would've been
proud. Chirag Shetty was ecstatic.

[tfelt like the best of old times. When un-
hindered, smashing aggression brought
them abarrage of such offensive points scar-
ing away opponents. Except, the top
Malaysian doubles pairings, had wriggled
out a lethal counter: they offered no lifts to
the Indians and kept things flat, fast, furious
and uncomfortable.

It had brought Aaron-Soh the Olympic
medal at the Indian's expense.

Six months on, Ong-Teo were revelling in
the same tactic, without Aaron Chia's poise or
perfection, but being a pain in Indian necks
anyway.

Through terrible nerves, a hugely hostile
Malaysian crowd and highly pesky oppo-
nents, where the style of play was dictated
by Ong-Teo, the Indians emerged with a con-
fidence-coating 26-24, 21-15 win to reach
the semifinals.

Make no mistake, Koreans Seo Syeung-
jae and Kim Won-ho will pose tougher ques-
tions on Saturday, and will not get carried
away by the drama and delirium of a highly
charged contest. The Koreans only have 52
matches together, but Seo has more varia-
tions than SEOs at media houses, have sug-
gestions. His head is a bag of tricks, which the
limbs obediently execute. But the
Malaysians, ranked 24, pushed the Indians
enough to get them on their toes.

It was worse. They were pushed on their
heels rather as both Satwik and Chirag, 184
and 186 cms, were forced to hunker down
and defend and parry off the flat, fast drives.
On the whole it was a terrible day to be a tall
man. They repeatedly got called for high
serves, and their rantings to chair umpire
fired up the local crowd even more than
usual.

But the Indians did not run away from the
challenge of playing the fast, flat game that's
not to their liking. And eventually, their per-
sistence on getting on with it, saw the
Malaysians get frustrated, as in trying to keep
the shuttle as low and near the net as possi-
ble with their slappy pushes, they ended up
with net errors. The takeaway was that "play-
ing to your strengths' (read: attack) doesn't
quite work if opponents do their job of not
allowing you to have it your way.

But the first set was a rollercoaster even
without the minutiae of preferred styles. To
start at that perfect point of 16-15, where
Satwik-Chirag were keeping things compact,
in control and vertically charged. But the
Malaysians went slant edged and diagonal
with flat crosses, keeping the Indians per-
turbed and panicky.
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Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty won 26-24, 21-15 in the quarterfinals. BWF/BadmintonPhoto

From 19-16 up, Satwik picked a service
fault and grimaced. The Malaysians were at
their collar when Teo sent a flick serve loop-
ing over their heads. Chirag asked if there
was side-by-side delay, and was met with
boos from the crowd. They got to set point
with an angry down smash from Chirag, but
the next two points were gone to frisky net
returns dumped in the meshing and a reflex
that flew long. 20-21.

Chirag was a complete nervous chicken
in the next point, but implausibly his flayed-
limbed crab-defense, the most uncontrolled
return he might've ever made, perfectly
looped over the net. 21-all.

The crowds were loudest now, as the
Axiata Arena heaved. Next, Satwuk botched

anet push, but Teo erred too, in the flurry of

exchanges. The Indians saved 4 set points,
embroiled in that net cauldron, though they
found a perfect 1-2 smash routine at 23-all.

Ironically, just as the commentators were
discussing the Indian vulnerability against
serve variations, notably the tumble, Chirag
pulled out the most crucial drive-serve to

take the lead and second set point after 20-
19, at 25-24. Satwik, stayed committed one
shot longer to the flat exchange when he
could've killed the bird, and then rose high
to smash at second chance.

That 26-24 will perhaps get forgotten as
the hustle bustle of 2025 takes over. But it
was animportant lead - forced to play an ex-
cruciating style, the Indians hung on. And
won.

Typically the second set against this
wildly volatile Malaysian pair, would head
off in one direction. The home pair led 9-6,
as the Indians accumulated all manners of
net mistakes and serving violations. But from
8-10 to 11-11, the Indians got going in un-
leashing body-attacks even from hand-com-
bat distance.

Drama unfolds

Plenty of drama unfolded. The Indians
were infuriating the crowd questioning the
service faults, coach Tan Kim Her, a Malaysian
himself, almost leapt out his seat chattering
instructions to Indians, and was scolded.

Then Ong deflected a body attack onto Teo
sideways, and the shuttle crashed into his
chest, as he made a face of a hanged man. The
two kept bickering intermittently, but finally
got so carried away by the crowd booming
that they overdid the flat, net-kissing returns.

All the Indians had to do was swamp
Ong-Teo with speed, and their net errors
piled up as they fell apart. The Indians won
26-24, 21-15 and all this happened in 48
frenzied minutes where Satwik said they
stayed really positive till the end, taking one
point at a time.

Chirag offered a professional, poised take.
"As athletes, these are the stadia you want to
play at. You want to play at packed arenas in
the closing crucial stages of the tournament.
And we couldn't have asked for a better
crowd although they would obviously sup-
port the local pair. But as a professional ath-
lete, its one of the best stadiums to play at,"
he said.

Satwik kept it simple. “They will support
us tomorrow,” he coolly declared, reading
the boom.

Tamworth
given beer-for-
life incentive to
pull off an upset

REUTERS
LONDON, JANUARY 10

MINOR LEAGUE Tamworth hardly need an
incentive to write their name in FA Cup folk-
lore against Premier League Tottenham
Hotspur on Sunday but just in case they do,
alocal bar in the market town is offering beer
for life for a match-winner.

The Staffordshire side, nicknamed the
Lambs, host eight-times FA Cup winners
Tottenham on their astroturf pitch in a clas-
sic David v Goliath contest.

While Tamworth boss Andy Peaks will be
busy devising a tactical plan to stop the likes
of Son Heung-min and Dejan Kulusevski,
general manager of Pitchers Bar Jason Pegg is
hoping the promise of endless pints can help
cause a massive shock.

"What better way to show our backing
than with alittle fun?" Pegg, who is offering
the prize to any Tamworth player who scores
a winning goal, told local media.

"A winning goal means more than just a
place in the record books -- it's the stuff of
legends. We want to be part of that excite-
ment, and what better way than offering free
beer for life to the player who delivers the
magic moment?

"We know it's a big ask, but anything is
possible in football, and Tamworth FC has a
history of surprises. We can't wait to see who
steps up to the plate.”

Tamworth are 16th in the National
League, which is the fifth tier of English soc-
cer but have already beaten League One
Huddersfield Town en route to the third
round.

In that game, Tommy Tonks scored di-
rectly from a throw-in and the midfielder
will no doubt be flexing his muscles to launch
more havoc-wreaking deliveries into the
Tottenham area on Sunday.

"I've never actually measured how far |
can throw the ball, I justlaunchitas faras|
can,” Tonks said before the Huddersfield
game. "l can see it in the faces of opposing
defenders and goalies -- they absolutely
hateit."

Peaks, who quit his job as a support
worker in alocal college to coach Tamworth
full-time, described the visit of Tottenham
as massive for the town and said the North
London club can expect a hostile atmosphere
when they walk out for the tie that will be
broadcast live. "The facilities won't be what
they are used to, there's maybe one shower
working and the toilet door hanging off its
hinges," he told BBC Radio 4 on Friday.

The Staffordshire side,
nicknamed the Lambs, host
eight-times FA Cup winners
Tottenham on their astroturf
pitch in a classic David v Goliath
contest.

Rupinder’s missed stroke costly as Dragons tame Tigers

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 10

ON PAPER, Shrachi Rarh Bengal Tigers got the
same number of points from their last
matches: none. After starting the Hockey
India League with three wins out of three,
they have now suffered back-to-back defeats.
But the nature of those losses couldn't have
been more contrasting. On Friday in
Rourkela, the Tigers went down 1-2 in a
closely fought contest against a gritty Tamil
Nadu Dragons, now the new leaders of the
tournament. They huffed, they puffed, but
couldn't break the Dragons' defence down.
As captain Rupinder Pal Singh reflected
on the loss, he made it a point to insist this
was a performance much better than their
0-6 defeat against Kalinga Lancers, one
where they justdidn't turn up at the start and
lost to an early blitzkrieg. Rupinder also con-
ceded that the turning point of the night
came off his own stick: he uncharacteristi-
cally missed a penalty stroke - his second of

our suffering.” An inquiry by the British
government’s Air Accidents Investigation
Branch (AAIB) found that a damaged tail
rotor led to the crash and ruled out pilot
error. “My father trusted Leonardo when
he bought that helicopter but the conclu-
sions of the report into his death show
that his trust was fatally misplaced,” said
Aiyawatt, who succeed Vichai as chair-
man of Leicester. “I hold them wholly re-
sponsible for his death.”

A press release said the claim sought
compensation for loss of earnings. It said
King Power, the company founded by Vichai,
was earning revenue in excess of 2.5 billion
poundsayear. It said net profit peaked at 237
million pounds ($289 billion) the year be-
fore his death. The Leonardo AW169 heli-
copter took off from the center of the field
at the King Power Stadium after a Premier
League match. The inquiry found that it got
to about 430 feetabove the ground, then
spun around and plummeted. AP

the match - that would have brought his side
level late in the third quarter. For Dragons,
Karthi Selvam (16’) and Uttam Singh (37’)
were on the scoresheet while Rupinder's

other penalty stroke was Tigers' only goal of

the night

The full-time stats said a story: Tigers
dominated circle entries (25 to 16), shots on
goal (14 to 8), penalty corners won (10to 2)...

but the number that mattered was in favour

of Dragons, led by captain Amit Rohidas' set-
piece rushing and veteran goalkeeper David
Harte's flurry of saves.

High intensity

The contest between the tournament's
top two sides lived up to the billing from the
word go in terms of the intensity on display
butit wasalargely scrappy first quarter, that
had a lot of needle and was quite physical.

Poacher’s finish

Early in Q2 though, Dragons made the
breakthrough, thanks to TN's own. A long
aerial into the circle was controlled expertly
by Uttam Singh down the left byline. He drib-
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Tributes from supporters restata
memorial under a portrait of team
owner Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha
outside Leicester City Football Club. AP

Karthi Selvam (L) celebrates Dragons’
first goal against Bengal. HIL

bled along the line but delayed his pass just
enough to find Karthi in space in front of goal.
And the Tamil Nadu striker fired his side into
the lead with a poacher's finish. After a slow
start to the tournament, he has now found
the back of the net twice in two matches.

Bhambri-Olivettiteam
exit ASB Classic

Auckland: India's Yuki Bhambri and his
French partner Albano Olivetti frittered
away a solid start to make a semifinal exit
from the ASB Classic in Auckland on
Friday. The unseeded Indo-French com-
bine had the momentum but the top
seeded pair of Nikola Mektic and Michael
Venus bounced back strongly to win 3-6
6-15-10in the last-four pairs match of the
ATP 250 event. Bhambri and Olivetti took
90 points each and spilt USD 10150 for
their effort in the hard court tournament.
Before teaming up with Olivetti, India No.
2 Bhambri gained valuable experience on
the Tour partnering with Venus.
Meanwhile, Gael Monfils became the sec-
ond oldest player since 1990 to reach a fi-
nal on the men's elite tennis tour after
beating American Nishesh Basavareddy
7-6(5), 6-4 in the semifinals at Auckland
on Friday aged 38 years, 131 days. PTI

It was a finish that was reminiscent of SV
Sunil's in Gonasika's match the previous
night. Commenting in the studio during
half-time, hockey pundit Siddharth Pandey
- who is the director of Hyderabad Toofans
— observed how Sunil cleverly made space
for himself by shifting his position by a yard
and noted that it was a lesson for young for-
wards watching. Karthi seemed to have
done just that.

Tigers upped the ante thereafter and cre-
ated a flurry of chances before half time but
Harte and his defence stood tall. At the break,
coach Colin Batch said: “The way we finished
the halfis how Iwant us to play the next two
quarters, the intensity was good, and we
need to keep that up.”

Just so, Tigers hit back within five min-
utes of the second half. A foot on the goal-
line from a Penalty Corner led to a stroke and
Rupinder made no mistake. The pressure
was now immense on Dragons.

But moments later, Dragons found an-
other opening against the run of play. Moritz
Ludwig in lots of space down the right, and

Boxing Nationals:
Chahar, Govindadvance

Bareilly: Defending champion Lakshya
Chahar (80kg) gave adominant perform-
ance to beat Railways' Sahil by a unani-
mous decision as boxers from traditional
powerhouse Services Sports Control
Board (SSCB) continued to dominate the
senior men's National Championship
here. With this win, Chahar, who has rep-
resented India at the Asian Games, and
the World and Asian Championship, ad-
vanced to the second round of the event
on Thursday. Railways' Govind Sahani
(60kg), who began his campaign with a
commanding win over Mohammad Aarif
of Jammu & Kashmir on Wednesday, con-
tinued his impressive run beating Gourav
Mazumder of Assam 5-0. This was the
second consecutive win for Sahani, a sil-
ver-medallist from the 2023 Strandja
Memorial International Boxing
Tournament. PTI

his driving run into the circle caused chaos
in the Tigers' defence and his cutback was
swept into the net by Uttam.

The creator of the first goal, turned scorer
this time as Dragons swiftly reestablished
their lead.

Then came some drama. Dragons coach
Rein van Eijk was not happy, wagging his fin-
gers in the air after a penalty stroke was
awarded by the officials to Tigers. But that
soon turned into celebration as Rupinder
fired it wide this time with Harte guessing
correctly.

Harte then turned into prime Manuel
Neuer as he charged out and putin a superb
stick tackle when the ever-lively Sukhjeet
Singh was shaping to take a shot at goal.

Dragons endured a nervy ending after
Ludwig got a yellow card to spend 5 of the
last 6 minutes on the sidelines. With 2 min-
utes to go, there was another yellow card for
Dragons (Chandan Yadav) and for a few sec-
onds, they were down to 9 men on the pitch.
It was a proper park-the-bus performance at
this point but they held on.

Punjab FC hold
NorthEast United 1-1

Guwahati: NorthEast United and Punjab
FC played out a 1-1 draw in their Indian
Super League match at the Indira Gandhi
Athletic Stadium. NorthEast took the lead
in the 24th minute through Alaaeddine
Ajaraie but Punjab struck the equaliser in
the 82nd minute through Khaiminthang
Lhungdim to snap their four-match losing
streak. The breakthrough came in the 24th
minute through Ajaraie, who showed
tremendous finishing instincts in the final
third. Melroy Melwin Assisi tried to clear a
long ball hurled into the Punjab FC defence,
but the ball went straight to Macarton
Nickson rushed into a long-range effort
that had to be saved by Punjab FC's Muheet
Shabir Khan in the bottom left corner.The
ball, however, rebounded to Ajaraie, who
carefully evaded being caught offside and
tapped the ball into the bottom right cor-
ner to open the scoring. PTI
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Shri H. Lakshmanan

(1933-2025)

We pay tribute to the extraordinary life of Shri H. Lakshmanan (1933-2025), a visionary leader
whose unwavering commitment helped build our business, guided generations, and laid the

groundwork for countless achievements.

For more than seven decades, his wisdom, integrity, and tireless efforts turned challenges into
milestones, inspiring all who had the privilege of working with him. As a mentor and guide,

he brought clarity to complexity and upheld values that touched lives across generations.

His strategic brilllance and steadfast principles created a legacy that continues to inspire
and guide us towards excellence. His life of dedication and purpose will forever live in our

hearts and guide our work,

With deep gratitude and respect, we at Sundaram Clayton Ltd. and TVS Motor Company Ltd.
honour the remarkable life and enduring legacy of Shri H. Lakshmanan.

Sundaram Clayton Ltd. TVS Motor Company Ltd.
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