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Since riskng to
powear, Hayat
Tahrir Al-Sham
and its allies
have launched
gecurity swaeps
i major cities
witth the stated
goal of rootmg
aut ‘remnants of
Assad's militias

Syrin's loader
Ahmad Al-Bhnroa,
alang with
afficials, Inspects
Damascus
Intzrmaticnal
Alrport. 45F

Now LEurope joins U
punishing sanctions on Syria
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S to ease

Penalties in place since 2011 obstruct aid and hinder economic recovery

Reutars — o

There was growlng mao-
mentmm on Wednesday
behind moves to ease
International sanctions on
Syria that its new admin-
istration sayvs obstruct hu-
manitarian aid and hinder

economic recovery.

The EU is expected to it some
sanciions at a4 meeting of the
bloes 27 foreign ministers in
Brussels afl the el of Linuary,

[ e ’BﬁEﬁf

- COLLABORATION

Saudi and Chinese entities
have jeined hands to enhance
a tourism and heritage collab

between the two countries. P&

ISRAELI TOURISTS

Srl Lanka will crack down an
reparted ilbegal activitbes carrjed
ottt by Israch tourists, said the
country's prime minister. P8

"TRANSACTIONS UP™

Spending by studenis’ parents in
Sanicki Arahia boosted cand transac-
tions between Diec, 29 and Jan, 4,
marking a 25.8% increase com
pared to the previows weeh, P12

“We are actively discussing ways
0 provide sanctions refief (o the
Syrian people in cerfain sectors,”
oy lfTiclal sabd.

French Foreign Minkster Jean-
Noel Barrot said ending paolitical
sanctions would depend on how
svrias new leadership handled
an inciusve fransiton,

“But there are other sanctions
that could be lLhlted, obviously
depending on the pace at which
our expectations for Syria
regarding women and security
are taken into account.” he said.

Much more signilicant

work in fully
addressing sanctions
and designations will

ineyvidably b necessary.,

Gelr Pedersen
L® garra i oy Bneii

The ELL US, Brtun and
govermments  impaosed
sanctions on Syria when th
war began in 2011, On M
Wasiungton isste] 0 <ix-]

other
Eouh
e vl
Hclay,
nonth

EXCAVATION PAYS

exempion for iransactlons with
some  governmenl  bodies 1o
ease the Aow of hamanitarian
gsslstance and sddress power
shorlages,

"Much more significant work
in fally addressing =sanctions
and desisgmations will inevitabiy
e necessary,” the UUN envay on
SV, el the
secuntly Council on Wednesday

European diplomats said the
aim was to facilitate fAnancial
iransactions to allow funds (o
refurn, easc air ransport  and

Geir Pedersen,

OFF

It  sanctions  largeting  the
ENETEY seclor IO Improve power
supplies,

Svrin  suffers
FHINYET !lihl,lrlfilgl_'l-l'.':i. 'I|'I.'|||'| shale-
supplicd  electncity availabde
two or three hours a day in most
areas. The caretalker government
savs |1 alms to provide electricity
ot i Loy el loiins & -:Elil}' within
two months.

Fram severs

#Reloted report -
»Opinlon: Dr, lbelll .I.:J:l' Aluwaleheg
& Hossan Al-Mustxfa | 0
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ELECTION TODAY
Army chief
Aoun leads
racetobe

Lebanon's
president

MNojla Houssar Serut

Army chiel Gen. Joseph Aoun is
the leading contender to beoome
Lebanon's new president when
M5 vote at a special parliamen-
LMY SEeSSpT On T|1|.||"-HJ:|_I..

Aoun emerged is the avorite
on Wednesday amid speculation
that former minister Sulefman
Frangich, the preferred candi-
date of Hezbolinh and the Amal
party, would withdraw from the
e,

Analysis that |
Aoun secured the support o
Hezbollah and Amal he wouald
win 585 votes in the E25-member
parliament ”

Hezhollah will ot stamnd in the
way of the Lebancse people's
consensus on the name of a

Eslimsle

presédent” the groups parlia-
mentary  |eader  Mobammed
Raad said.

Lebanon has not had a presi-
dent since Michel Aoun's term of
e ended i O iober BT,

Afler mare than two vears of
scpuabbling and wrangling over
a conscnsus candidate, there
wias Witdespread oplimism on
Wednesday that the wail was
VT,

Prime Minister Najiby Mikti
saled he was feeling “poy for the
first time since the presidential
vacancy as, God willing, we will
have a new president for the
republic tomorrow.”

The Maronlie Archblshops
Council called for "a natlonal
parliamentary awakemng that
beads tomorrow to the election of
A president.”

Spotlight

Restoring humanity’s heritage, one tiny fragment at a time

Priceless ancient treasures of Nimrud were shattered by Daesh fighters in sweep through Iraq

AFP i

A decade after Dacsh hghters
ransachked Iraqs famed Nimoruod
gite, archeologists are painstak-
:n;l_l.' restonng ]||:|.-|':'|'1‘.'-'.'-. andienid
treasures . that were  shatlered
into  tens  of thousands of
frapments.

“Every time we find a plece
aned bring it to its original place,
its like a new discovery,”
Abdel Gham Ghadi, 47, an experd
waorking at the site,

Cince the jewel ol the Assyrian

siticl

i :_Il
.-.-1-1.!:.-;-_'_:'#;
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oo

Experts
axpoct it will
taks 10 more
yuirs of haurd
work bafore
the statues

and other
mnrvels of thee

poince ean be

seen agaln,
camglita

d—

cmpire, Nimmud was ravaged by
militants who seized large areas
of Irag and Syria in 2004 Aflter
Daesh was defeated in 2017 more
than 3 artifacts were found
shattered at the sdie about 30 km
from Mosul, Meticulous excava-
filon work has already yiclded
mare than 35,000 fragments.
The archeologisis have been
carelully regssembling bas relbels,
sCillplipes amnd decorated sliabs
depictmez mythical creatures that
graced the palace of King Ashuir-
measirpal 1T im the Sth century BC,

“These sculptures are the
freasures of Mesopotamia,™ said
Ghadi. "Nimmd is the hentage
of all of humanity, with a history
that goes back 3,000 vears,”

2 Rivals = Yol. L
Mo, e 16 paaes




Ambition knows no bounds, 2024 saw
the launch of projects that will transform
our kingdom and inspire the world.
Saiman Al=-Dosary

ot ks il i
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' Radar

RSA

foday

Riyadh
Burhan conecert

Experience Burhan™ soulll
medodies at Layvali, Vocally, on
Jan. 10, Reserve vour tickets
for the concert through rivadh.
platinumlist net,

AlUla
Incense road

Embark on a two-hour parmey
through AlLTEs Cdd Town, whiere
vl can immerse yoursell in scenes
[ the JEsl and create VIMIT 04T
Imoemse Mends. The expencenoe
can be enjoyved until April 5. Book
through expericnoealula com.

Dhahran
Tale and Scene

Fassionate readers and aspiring
actors now have the platform to
perform scenes from thedr favor-
ite books with the Ithra Center
Library's activity, “Tale and
Scene” Runs until April 24 Join
through the Ithra apg.

AllUla
Concert

et ready to be captivated by a
one-of-a-kind collaboration fea-
turing renowned Lebanese singer
and composer Marwan Khoury
and Croatian cellist Hauser on
Jan. 10, Ticket= are available on
expericncelulacom.

Arab Mews J=ddoh
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THE FICTURES THAT gﬂhﬂﬂ THE DAY

myadh Gov. Prince Faisal bin
Banedar received Egyptian Am-
bessador Ahmed Farouk Taw-
fik in Biyvacth on Wednesday.
The meting marked the conciusion of
Tawtik's tenure as ambassador to Saudi

Arghia, reported the Saudi Press Agency,
Prince Faisal expressed his gratiucde
for the ambassador's efforts during hils
serviee o washed him suocess in his
fulure endeavors,
Meamwhile, Saudi Deputy Mimster

ISter

fior Political Affadrs Saud Al-Sati met
with Greek Ambassador Alexis Ronstan-
topotdos in Rivadh. The two men
discussed Bilateral relations and togics
of common conoem, said the Foreign
Ministry on X.

I l f{ (] JH ‘mTl"CI]dil’lg Tolays hof tapics explained by Afshan Aziz

FIT PHYSIQUE

Pedro Pascal

F Actor Pedro Pascal recently
showved] off his lean phy-
q sique afler wrapping wup
filming for his role as Mr.

Fantastic in Marvel's upcoming “The
Fantastic Four: First Steps.”

The 49-vear-ald, known for “The
Last of Us™ and " Game of Thrones” was
reportedly seen leaving the gyvin, vis-
thly slimmer and in top shape following
the completion of ilming for the highly
anticipated movie,

In “First Steps,” Pascal portrays Reed
Richards, a character who gains elastic
powers alter belng exposed 1o cosmic
rays, during a space mission alongsdls:
hi= fellow superheroes Sue Storm,
Johnny Storm and Ben Grimm.

® A way of surviving, a way of
Iife. . " exhibltion in Aba Dhabd

'SO INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL

LadyGaga

Lady Gaga is starting 20025
on a high note as her duet
with Bruno Mars, “Die
With A Smile”™ has reached
M 1on the Billboard Hot 1040,

The pop won, who has had an ilustn-
ols career spanning three decades,
took 1o TikTok to share her excitement
amd gratitude.

Holding up her camera, she spoke di-
rectly to her followers: “1 am a0 incred-
ibly grateful that my song “Tie With A
Smitle’ with Bruno Mars, my [riend, is
Mo | on the Hot 100"

Reflecting on her impressive
career, the 13-time Grammy
winner added: “I cant
belleve Pve had too No, Is ‘
in three different decades \
that I've been releasing
my e in this profes-
=101

“I"'m 50 honored to e
an artist and to have had
yviour ears for this
lodE, Thank you
for listening andd
dancing and
meaking vour art

tails at visitabudhabiae,

along with mine."
With the success of this track, Gagza
now has six No. 1 songs on the Hot 10O,
The song, “The With A Smile,” was
refeased in August 2024, and quickly
climbed to the top of the charts,
spending eight weehs at Noo | on the
Billboartd Global 200 before claiming
its current position on the Hod 100,

As Gaga mentioned in her video,
this milestone marks her having two
chart-toppers n the past three decades,
a rare feat previous)y aceoanplished by
Janet ancl Michae] Jackson.

On other social media platforms,
Capa sakd: “Thank vou to all of
the monsters and hoolizans fos
helping make 'Die With A Smile’

il on the Billboard Hot 100! We

lcrve you and are 20 grateful,

“Having mudtipele songs of
mine hit #] across three de-
cades feels surreal, and [ am
overwhelmed
by the lowve and
SUPPOT Yol
have shown
me from the
beginning.”

Todaqys
Number

OOk

The 18ih Joul International
Olive Festival has attracted
more than 100D visitors over
the past five days, including
attendees from hoth within and
autside the Eingdom, Sandi

Press AFency reporie L

Review

Asalat Beirut

For those craving authantic
Lebanase flavors, Asalat

Bzirut in Jeddah offers a wide
array of traditional pizzas,
manageesh and pastries, all
baked fresh to arder,

The restaurant s kndown for
s simple yet charming setup,
catering to locals and visitors
The intanior s styled on a homaly
Lebanese bakery, creating a
cozy atmosphere.

Ona of the highlights of the
rmanu s meaat manageash,

a dish that has earned high
prase for its nch flavor and
porfectly baked crust. The
meat s spasoned to parfection,
bBlanding Lebanese aploes with
a tender texture that malts in
your mogth

The menu is extensive,
offering everything from raatar
and cheese manageesh 1o
classic pizzas. While the vanety
I8 Impressive, some [bems, swuch
as the labnah manageash,
tend to get soggy if not anten
immedintely. This makes eating
in the car the best way to engoy
the food at its freshest and
rrveat flavorful.

The pricing is good with
ot nul:'ering to different
budgets, making It a go-to place
for quick bites or family meals.

While the food stands out i
terms of flavor and vanety, the
main drawback |s the cccasional
incansistency in texture If some
itams sit for too long. However,
the vibrant flavors and authentic
preparation mors than make up
for it, espacially for those who
amgoy freshly baked poods.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

1ieRegion

Thve Midhelbe Fast Rovnelup

il [I-]-.r“i il]T.l I.rl Ihtl I'I.'Il::l'l.'ll:l 1.::|r 1]-1. - Fl.l.l' m‘.- mr “ w I'."I..

g desert expernience in Qatar,

showcases Lhe Rlm practioe of
Linech Sedira spanning from

& The Galar Intertational
Falcons and Hunting Festival

T ; Do 8 : Mickhkih = HELT G045 1226 3:31 SRR i3
runs until Feb. 1 at Sabkha 20402 to 2022, The exhibi- explore the Film City and Desert
Marmi in Sealine. The month- tion features four significant Escape near Our Habitas Kas Madinah B.a4 .06 1227 S37 BT Lah
lomnE event isa celebration of films Mrom dilTferent stages ol Abroug Resort and enpoy well- Riyadh B &.an nED a £ EiG &40

mess activilies, dinimg, music

and cultural expersenoes with Abha B:24 8:42 1215 325 5:48 T8
yvour loved ones. The activitics
run until Jan. 18

Secira™s career, rellecting her
eXpericnces as a woman wikh
a complex cultural hertage.

Runs until March 8. Moo de-

the ancient art of hunting
with falcons and promises to
be a fabulous event for the
whiofe [amily,

Damrmam Bl G228 dh I, B G:31
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JOSEPH KHALIL
AQUN
Commancder of tha

Lebanese Armed Foroes

SLEIMAN FRANGIEH
Leader of the Marada
party and forme

rrtersor ministesr

Whoever wins the presi

Sharouk Lakarla Dbl

Wracked by economic
crisis and the recent
conflict between Israel
and the Iran-backed
Hezbollah militia,
Lebanon faces a historic
opportunity this week

to break its political

paralysis and elect
a new president.

Whoever is chosen by members
of the Lebancse parliament to
form the next government will
have Important  implications
[or the nation™s PECOVE Y amed
trajectory
If Thursday's
successful, it could end the
dehilitating power vacuum
that has prevailed since Michel
Apun's presidential term ended
in Oetober 2022, leaving gover-
naince in Lebanon in Hmbo,
Seftling on a candidale is
now more orgent than ever,
as Lebanon faces mounting
pressure o stabilize Qs
political and econombc
landscape ahead of
the impending
expiration of the
ceasehre deal
between Isracl
and Hezballah.
One  paossible
camdickage ks
General  Joseph
Aoun, commander
of the Lebanese Armed
Forces, who local meedia have
tipgsed as the most Hkely winner,
Widely regarded as politically
nentral, Aoun's military experi-
epe

clection  is

percelved  Tmpar-

tiality could bring

angl
o stability anad

ELIAS BAYSSARI
Deractor genaral
of the Lebanses

Ganeral Seourity

NEEMAT FREM, MP
Founder of the
national mosvamaeant
Propect Watan

credibility, both domestically
and internationally.

Howewer, his candidacy faces
legal hurdles due o a consti-
tutkonal redquirement that twao
vears mmist pass between his
mi biary role and the presidency,

Another polential contender
Is Samir Geagea, head of the

Lebanese Forces. As a voral
Hezbhollah critic with signifi-
cant suppart  amonRg some

Christian communities, Geagea
counbd appeal to anti-Hezbollah
factions.

Howeser, his  polarizing
history from Lebanon's ol
war could prove to b a barrier
to national unity, raising fears
that his candldacy could deepsn
dlivishons 1n LeBanon's already
razmented political system.

Sulciman  Frangich, head
of the pro-Hezbollah Marada
movement, 15 another possi-
bilitv, but risks alenating
Christian  communities  and
international allies,

Hatling Irom a promineést

poditical dynasty, Frangieh
is the grandson of
a former presi-
dent amd  has
himsell hesled

VLIS EOVern-

meni roles.

However, being
a close ally of
Hezbaollah  and
the former Assad
reginee  in Syria
makes him a polarizing

figuire
Finallv, Jihad Azour, a former

finance minister and Interna-
thonal Monetary Fund official,
represenlsa technescratic ol TNy
wilh broad political appeal.

LEEANON

All the pr651dent1a] hopetuls

ZZSpotlight

ERHEARCH
&STUDIES

THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

FARID HAYKAL
KHAZEN, MP

Formssr mirniste
if tourism

SAMIR ASSAF
Intermational
banking axpeart

LEBANESE PARLIAMENT COMPOSITION

128

_ Eaats
divided equally bebawsen
Musims andd Chnstinns

I HBEII.LEHI-HD-ILLIEH W‘HWWLMH &
ST EGEIN I""' Patriobe: Movemeanld
arrak T 413
INDEFENDENTS ﬂF’F‘ﬂHrﬂm
Dependent and Ca SooEeTy _shanoss Forcex T
prTiers: 13 |' e BAowesrmeent: O
-I_'||r.|--;-:-' b=l 3 . et Seeilt Party: @
kataeh Party B
WAL NEWS

AZOUNS eODNOMK  expertise
could help address Lebanon's
financial corisis, but some
among  the opposition view
him as a continuation of fast
dministrations,

securing the presidency
in Lebanon  reguires  broad-
hased palitical consensus — a
challenge n s deeply diviched
Parliament. Any major @Ection
can hlock a nomination thai
does not alizn with its agenda.

Under Lebanon's constituiion,
presidential elections regquire a
two-thirds majority in the first
round of parliamentary voting
80 aul ol 128 membsers) amd o
simple majorily of &5 voles in
subsequent rounds.

The Lebanese president's
powers, as defined by the consti-
Tt ion, reflect a blepd of ceremo-

mial amd executive [unctions

within &
i Fovernance

confesskonal

gyaien

that  allocales

political moles based on reliEoons

represeniation.
The

milfister,

president’s powers  are
limited by those

of the prime

the counctl of minis-

lers and parliament. reflecting

Lebanon's sec

sharing  sysie

Lebanon has
baen without o
hend of atate
&in:m Octaber
2023 aftar
parilament
falled to agree
on o candidgate,
battom Hght,
sparking
protests. loft.
AFP fil=

farian  powcer:
m established

dency faces formidable task in addressing economic crisis and postwar

by the 1943 National Pact and

reaffirmed by the 1988 Tail
Arreement.
Ll naesee preslentis are

traditionally drawn from the
Maronite Christian community,
a5 stipulated by the confessional
svatemy. This role is critical in
maintaining the delicate polit-
gt ] balance in the country,

Thursday's election comes at a
furhbulent moment for Lebanon
amd] its neighbors, which could
impact the vole's oulcomie,

Hezbollah has bong dominated
Lebanon's palitical landscape,
parllamentary dynamics and
EOve T et composition
However, its devastating war
with Isracl. which began in
October 2023 and ended with
a fragile ceasefire in November
2024, zutied its leadership and
depleted much of its pubdic
SUpPOET,

Hezhollah™ fallure o deter
Israed's war in Gasa or mount a
sufficient defense against I=racli
attacks in southern and eastern
Lebanon has raised doubds
about s remaining  political
imfluence in steenng the selec-
tion of a presidential candidate.

The election also follows e

NASSIF HITTI
Dipdomat, academig,
and former miinister
of foreign affars

GEORGES I-'[H'E:ILI RY

Former ambasaacar to
the Vatican and retired
brigadier genaral

recovery

sttlcben downfall of the Assad
regime in Syria, toppled by
armed opposition groups after
a 13-vear civil war. This shif
has profoundly impacted Syria's
relationship with Hezbollah and
other factions in Lebanon.

Syria’s influence over Lebanon
historically incloded backing
Maronite militias, interfering in
political decisions, maintaining
a  2%-yvear military
tion, and facilitating the flow of
wieapons from [ran to Hezbollah,

Lebanon®s next president will
also face the daunting task of
gnlding the country out af lis
economic mire while leading
postwar reconstruction efforts

Lebanon's economic situation
remains dire, with s linancal
collapse in 2019 described by
the World Bank as one of the
waorst in modern history.

The Lebanese poumnd has
sl more than 98 percent ol
its value against the US dollar
on the black market, leading to
hyperinflation and eroding the
purchasing power of cltizens.

Publlc services have nearl
collapsed and  unemploy-
ment has soared. More than 80
percenl of (he |r|:_|-]||_||.'||:iru1 RIS,
ives below the poverty line,
according to the UN.

Efforts to secure international
abd, Including talks with the
IMF, have stalled due to polit-
wal gndlock and resistance {o
reforms. The new president will
need restonal and international
standing o rally support [or

R

Lebanon's necovery.
Whoever secures the presi
dency will face a formi

tlahle ta<k., The
continued paralysis,

allermative 1s
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News Saudi Arabia

Both entities will collaborate on conserving historio sies and artifacts in AlUla and western China. =74 chotos

BRIDGING CULTURAL HISTORIES

Deal to enhance
herltage conservation

in AlUla, China

Agreement unites expertise in cultural
preservation and tourism growth

Arab Mewn 5 ads

The Royval Commission
lor AlULa and Dunhuang
Academy have slgned

a strategic partnership
to cnhance cultural,
tourism and heritage
collaborations between
sSamdi Arabla and China.

This partnership marks a key
milestone in Sawdi Arabia-China
relations, combining the acade-
my's 30 Vears of expertise n
heritage rescarch amd cultural
corservation with the commis-
sion's dedication (o preserving
AlUla's cultural hentage.

The academy manages the
Mogao Grottoes, a UNESCO
Warld Herltage Site  with
745 Buddhist caves in Gansu
prowince, Emows for themr murals
and sculptures that reflect silk
Hoad cultural influences.

Bath entities will collaborate

The ncademy manages the Mogno
Grottoes, a UNESCQ heritage site.

on a conservation program For
historkc sites and arifacts in
AllTka and westerm China. They
will also organize academic
exhikitions ancd exchange
programs Tor staff and schaolars,
Silvia Barbone, vice president
of strategc partnerships at the
commission, said that China and
Sandi Arabia share a rich legacy
thiat has connected people and

places across vast distances and
centurees “Today, our work in
global heritage 1= strengthened
by successful  collaborations
with leading  instituteons  and
destinations.”

The parinership follows the
Saudi Travel Expo, orginized
by the Sauchh Tourism Authority,
where AlUla wias prominently
featurccd. The evenl, held in
Begjines Tian Tan Garden,
hichlighted Allflas natural and
cultural heriiage.

S Bomin, director of
Dunhuang Acadermy, said this
collshorvatbon was a significant
sfep in “bridging our cultural
histores and advancing heritage
conscrvation efforts.

“Hy sharing our expertise
and resciuirces, we atmn to foster
cultural  exchange, decpen
mufual  uncderstanding.  and
create mnovative programs that
will benefit communities in both
China and Saucdi Arabaa”

DEVELOPMENT LOAN

Saudi fund commits $80m for cancer
care expansion in Turkmenistan

Arab Mews R yadh

CEQ of the Sawdi Fund for Devel-
opment  Sultan Al-Marshad
gigned an 80 million devel-
opment loan  agreement with
Rahimberdi Jepbarov, chairman
ol the Turkmentstian Sate Bank
for Forcign Economic Affairs.
The fnancing supporis a
project to improve omor treat-
meenl  wervices  amed  estabdisdy
cancer  tnsstment cenfers  im
Turkmenistan. Saudh Ambassador
o Turkmenistan Sakl  Oseran
Sarwaid attended the event

HIGHLIGHT

The project will enhance
haaltheare by bullding and
agulpping thres spacialized
cancer treatment centers
with up to 500 medical beds

in different regions.

The project will enhance
healthcare by building an<d
equipping three  specialized
cancer treatment centers with up
to SO0 medical beds in different
regions. The centers will featune

advanced medical equipment to
improve healthecare quality.

The deal reflects the funds
commitment (o supporting
developing couniries overcome
phstacles to progress. [1 under-
scores the importance of interna-
tional cooperation in achieving
sustainable development.

During his visit to Turkmeni-
gian, Al-Marshad also met with
Dieputy Chadreman of the Cabimet
of Ministers and Foreggn Minister
Rashid Meredoy to discuss
strengthening development
cooperation in varous seclors

1 heSpace

@@ Jimmy Carter ... a century

of service and conviction -

DR, ABDULAZIZ TURKISTANI

ormer US President Jimmmy Carter,
who sarved as the 39th president of
the US from January 1877 to January
1881, passad away aon Dao. 28, 2024,
Carter died at the remarkable age of
100, having bean borm on Oct, 1, 1924,
Cartar's ife offers valuable lessans i
public service and political leadership. His
carcor demonstrates that a politician's
influance extends far bayond thelr time in
office, as evidenced by his long lagacy of
public sarvice compared with his Four years

in the White House. His life exemplifies the

wnconstitutional and morally wrong.

Carter's political Influsnce reachad new
halghts with his election as Georgia's governor,
:'l-ur'n.'irlﬂ from 1871 ta 1875, Ha cultivated an
mage as a Washington outsider, frequently
highlighting that he had never met &
Democratic president during his governorship.

His successful 1978 presidential campaign
resonated with an American public hungry for
mworal leadership. His promise to restore ethical
govarnance to the Whita House, reinforced by
his visible devotion as a Baptist church deacon,

struck a chord with voters who chase him owver

importance of thorough mcumbent Gerald Ford,
preparation for public office. .. in office, Carter transformed
After graduating from hurnan rights advocacy into a
the Naval Academy in 1948, Asscholars continue to  gipjomatic priority, particulary
Carter's career took a pivetal  Feexamine Carter’s While  confronting Communist bloo
turn that would shape his House years, a monre violations. His administration’s
political future. As a naval Fmvorahle and L'I]I:I'II]I.E""‘. support for imprisoned Soviat
officer, he witnessed the picture Is emerging of  physicist Andrei Sakharov
military’s transformation his presidency. Even = creator of the Soviet
into the nuclear age, serving in his ﬂﬂ'l-'ﬂn{‘t'h Ve, H-bomb and later dissident —
during tha navy's plonaaring Carier I"["Itlﬂl.ll-i‘dﬂﬂhfl}' el ed th..ig ner.ll.' approach.
development af nuclear- His domestic achievemeants
engaged in public service.

powered vassels and missile
systems. In 1983, following
hia father's death, Carter made the decisive
choloe to reslgn his commission and return to
Georgia, taking the helm of his family's paanit
farming business. This retumn to his southam

raots would prove crucial to his political asceant.

His success in Gaorgia politics stammed
from a powerful combination: I:;lui-ll;ling a
loyal grassroots following while maintaining
the courage to challenge the status quo.
During his elght years in the Georgia State
Senate (1982-1870), Carter amerged as a
prngr-u;:;iut WOboe n.:ll.u'ncu.‘l:inE: far the and af
racial segregation, which he condemned as

ingluded deregulating aviation,
establishing the departments
of education and energy, and installing the
firat solar pansals on the White Housa.
Carter's most enduring impact lles in his
ambitiocus foreign policy agenda. Before
taking offica, his adminlstration bagan with
a bold vision, gathering at the Smithsonian
Institution to chart a course for a new waorld
order, These early idealistic ambitions,
howeaver, soon collided with the harsh
raalities of global politics.

Or. Abdoiasy Turkisbard bs the formes Baud srvoy o Japan
Far full worsion, log on to wew arabness, comSthospacs
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Community education

Environmental impact

Wildlife conservation

Deal to protect Sandi authority Endangered
Saudi Arabia’s cxpands effortto  species Mlind home
national heritage track food waste  atSandireserve

Sandi Arvabis Pubdic
Prosecution and the Hentage
Commission have signed a
memorandum of nnderstanding
to sirengthen their codlaborative
efforts when It comes to
protecting and preseryving Uhe
Ringdom’s ientty

The Mol includes
exchanging information on
protecting mationsl heritage
and combating violations of
archeological sites.

It also volves organlzing
AWIIETRESS [ragErans Lo
eclucate the communily about

CONSUAption.

The General Food Security
Authorty has aunched a
second feld swrvey to
meeasure food loss and
wiaste rates in Sawdi Arabsa.
The mew survey abms to
analyze food loss amd waste al
all stages of the food supply
chaim, including production,
importation, transportztion,
storage, distribution and

The authority will use the
Ainclings to develop sofuthons
[ I poye Fiad RECUFLY,
reduce environmental and

The Tnsam Turki bin Abdullah
Rayal Natur: Reserve
Development Authority, in
partnership with the National
Center for Wildlife, has
reintrodiced endangered
species by releasing 30 Arabian
oryx, 1O Arabian gazelles, 50
sand gazelles, and five red-
necked ostriches into their
natural habitars

The imitiative aims 10 promote
environmental sustainability,
restore ecodogical balance
within the reserve, enhanaee
the role of these spaecies in

the importance of heritage foOnMmIC impacts, and align thedr coosystems, and raise
preservation and the penaltics the Ringdom’s practices with awarencss about protecting
for related offenses. SPA Riyadh elobal stanclards. SPA Riyadh wildlife. SPA Riyadh

.' Follow firnkb News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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CULTURAL RENAISSANCE

Riyadhs literary havens: where
coffee meets the love of books

Book cates in the hingdom's capital ofter serene spaces for quiet reflection

Waad Hussaln 9yodh

Rivadh's cultural
landscape is undergoing
a guiet transformation,
where the love of collfee
meets the timeless allure

of literature.

Book cafes are carving out a
niche as spaces where readers,
thinkers, and coffee enthusiasts
GO T

These havens of creativity and
reflection offer retreats for the
mitndl and soul, providing o sense
of community in an increasingly
Est-paced world.

The Book Club: where
stories find their home
MNestled in the Al-Yasmin district,
The Book Club 15 a tranguil
retreat for bibliophiles, particu-
larlv those passionate about
Arabic literature.

Its shelves brim with carefully
chrated Arabie  titles,  from
L't.i'llﬁ.'ﬂ.l'.'l. i I'II1||1I‘rII|:Ili:||'jI|]|' 'I'."!'||:|!'-|.
complemented by a  modest
selection of English books.

The minimalist  intertor,
adorned with soft lighting and
inthmate reading nooks, creates
an atmosphere conducive Lo
focus and relaxation.

What sets The Book Club apart
1% Its browsing policy. Yistlors
are welcome (o skim books for
three minutes before deciding
to  purchase, with additional
purchases granting  extended
reading lme

During Amb News' wvisil,
the cafe hosted a stimulating
talk with Saad Al-Bazai, titled,
“Historical Fiction: Why Do
They Believe in the Imagined*”

Al-Bazai told Arabh News
“These gatherings bring

together a diverse audience and
provide them wath the opporto-
nity to meet rescarchers.

“This undoubtedly supports
ciltural lfe as i
platform for dialoguwe tiat differs
from social media platforms — 1
i5 wibrani, direct, and Iinvolves
personal presence.”

Cciheales o

HIGHLIGHTS

@ In Riyadh's Al-Marjis district,
Wathbah Coffee and Book's
floar-to-ceiding bookshalves,
vintage-nspired decor, and
evtiEmates corners areate & haven
for readers and thinkers alike.

& Coffes Trees, tucked away
in the Al-Rayan district, offers
a sanctuary that blends
gresnery with Ikerary charm,

Sophia: a library, a cale,
and a place to connect
Sophia has become a comer
stone of Rivadh's literary scene,
acting as a hub for knowledge,
creativity, and  meaningful
COnneciions,

Its towering wooden shelves
are filled with a rich collection

of Arabic and English books, '
carcfully curated to cater to o S M
diverse audience,

Beyond being a ibrary, Sophia
also serves as a publishing house,
amplifving the wvoices of local
anid reglonal authors, bringing
their stories (o the forefront.

What sets Sophia apart is its
dedication to fostering imtellectual
growih and culivral exchange.

The space regularly hosis book
launches, discussion panels, and
thought-provoking dialogue
that bring  together
writers, readers, and thinkers
from varows backgrounds

T'he imviting  ambiance,
complete with warm lighting
and coxy seating, creates the
perfect  backdrop  for  these
events, making each wvisit an
enriching expericnce.

Aminah Al-Hassami, a lowval

3 g

wim

LR PR S

sophia. She said: “"The place is
calm and serene, and it has never
let me down with a bad boolk.
“Every book I've resd here has
been better than the Bast, Their
selections are beautiful, and the
events they organize are abways
beneficial and enjovable”

= ! -!‘Illﬁ_
It | Ill'tl.riill 15 /1

visilor, captured the essence ol

There's
aceriain
magic in time
spent in the

company
of good
hooks, with

a perfectly
brewed
cioflee.

Gara Ad-Ebraboem
Wathbah ColYea and
Book oEtroe

Nosthed in the
A|-Yaamin
digtrict, The
Book Club |18 &
tranguill retreat
Tor bbllcphibes,
particularly those
passionate abouwt
Arablc Eterature.
A phato by
Wiasd Hussdn A
Suppded

Iy

Coffee Trees:

a4 green sanctuary

Coffee Trees, tucked away in
the Al-Havan district, offers a
sanciary that blends greenery

with Herary charm. The cale's

lush decor, accentuated by
vibranlt plants and mnatoral
elements, iransforms the space

into i botamcal retreat,

Though its library s modest,
the curated selection of books
15 perfectly aligned with the
cafe's serene ambiance. Patrons
often find themaelves lost in
thought or pages, surmounded by
the aroana of ethically sourced,
expertly brewed coffee

Whether 1ts  the  truncguil
environment or the commitment
i suestainahilty, Coffee Treesis a
favorite escape for those secking
a moment of calm in the city.

Wathbah Coffee and
Book: where limeless
charm meets literature
In Al-Manis district, Wathhbah
Coffee and Book exudes intel-
bectual alluee. Tts Boor-to-cetling
Bookshelves, vintage-inspired
decor, and  intimate oorners
create a haven for readers and
thinkers alike.

The carcfully selected collec:
tion spans penres and eras,
ensuring theres something for
ERVE TN

Wathbah's ambiance is perfect
for guiet reading, refiective
conversations, or simply scaking
in its aesthetic beanty.

As Sara Al-Ebraheem, a loyval
patron, sacd: “There's a certam
magic in tme spent in the
company of goodd hooks, with a
perlectly breswed cofTese”

Ons Coffee Roasters:
where simplicity

meets serenity

Ons Coffee Roasters oflers a
minimalist haven for those who
crave peace and simplicity. Its
clean  desipn,  complemented
by tasteful art and cozy seating,
creates o calm  environmend
perfect for umwinding,

While its library may be small,
the books displayved are thoughit-
fully chosen to mspire reflection
and curiosity.

Cms Coffee Hoasters &8 & much
abont quaality as it is about serendny.
Tix experty brewed colTes elevates
the expernienoe, making it an iceal
redreat for anyone secking a quict
cormer in Rivadh.

MATURE'S BOUNTY

Citrus festival shows agricultural diversity, economic potential in Najran

Arab Mews Rladh

The 14th Najran National Citros
Festival highlisht=s the region's

agricultural  investiment  and
marketing  diversity, which

offers cconomic retums  for

farmers and investors alike, the

saudi Press Agency reported.
The festival at King Absdulaziz

Park walkway 1 Naman s
organized by the Ministry
of Emvironment, Water and

Agriculture in the region.

Participants including Gomers,
agriculiural experts and imves-
tors showed innovative sodubions
andd  highlighted the region's
robust citrus production.

Hamad
cdirector of
prevention and gukdance degsirt-

Al-Dakman, the
the agriculiural

ment at the NMationad Cenfer
for Sustamable Agnculture
Research  and  Development,
Estilamah, in an interview with

SPA emphasized the center's role
in promoding sustainable agricul-
tural practices,

By selecting oplimal  plant
sepdds and trees, the conter aims
by enhance citms  production
cfhciency while advancing water
and energy conservation technolo-
ek, Al-Dalcenan said,

e noted the mportance

Al-Amer underscored the assock-
thon's efforts 1o expand vegetation
cover, having planted more than
G000 treses in the past four years,
Plans are underway to plant
an additional 500,000 rees
by 2027 in collaboration with
povernment and private entities,
contributing to the Kingdom's
Green Vislon, Al-Amer sald.

ol  knewviedgee  trans{er Farmwers  and  investors

and  parinerships  In were enthusiastic about the
The 14th Najran  gupparting the agricul festival.
ﬁ'::‘::;tm" tural  sector, aligning . _ Farmer Ibrahim Saleh
Blatharm for with  the Kingdoms . : ar Al-Sinan  pradsed e
dinplaying [food-securty goals, _ T"‘_‘? evenl Tor  addressing
Majran's Similarly, Majran 4 L 3 . farmers’ needs,
“"F""""mqj_. Association  Green's <8 % w w. marketing  their
potentiad, =04 chairmman, Rafan & ¥ P I A prodducts, il

allowing visitors o sample and
purchase citrs frnis directly,

Agricultural mvestor Abdulkakh
Fahd Al-Wailli highlighted the
region’s favorable conditions for
citrus farming, incheding fertile
soil. a suitable climate and water
availahility.

Al-Wallli, whose farm  in
Ehisash covers 4 milllon sg
meters with more than 50,000
citrus trecs, noted the economic
viability of agricultural invest-
ment in the region.

The Testival ks 3 vibeagt platform
for displaving Najrans agricul-
tural potential, supporting
farmers, and driving sustainable
agriciliural develogament,



ARAB NEWS Thursday, January 8, 2025

News Middle East

People carry the bodias of Palestinians killed in an Israshi drone strike in Tammun, near Tubas, Isrask-cocupied West Bank, on Wednesday, &

WOMEN,

CHILDREN SLAIN

Blinken says Gaza deal ‘very close
as Israeli Killing spree continues

Military recovers body ol hostage in Gaza and is examining identity ol a second one

AFP, AP Fi

LS Secrelary ol Stale
Antony Blinken said

on Wednesday that

a Gaza ceasefire remained
close, bul relierated that
it may nod happen belore
President Joe Biden hands
over to Donald Troump.

“In the Middle East, we're very
close (o a ceasefire and hostag:e
cheal,” he todd reporters in Pars,
s President-clect.  Donald
Trump s dispatching  his
INCCHTLINE :-.|:-|'-:'I-||. Efval o the
Bkl Easl, Steve Wilkoll, o
ilar this week [or talks apmed
at the ceasefire in Gaza and the
release of lsrachi hostages.
Trump speaking at a mews
conference at his Mar-a-Lago
resort reiterated his threat that
there will be “hell to pay™ in the
Akl East i the Nosdagpes ane

mot released prior o his Jan. 20
inauEuration.

WitkofT did not detail who he'd
e meeting with during his latest
visil o the regron. Wilkodl acdded
that progress is being made on
landing a deal, something he
aaicl is happening because of the
pressure Trump I8 creating.

[l rslihes f}]
sonthern Gaza killed at least 17
peaple, neardy all of them women
of chikdren, the terrtory's Health
Ministry amd hospital officials
saiel.

Five kids were killed zs they
sfliered together in the same
Ahmv=l  Al-Farra
director of the children’s ward
at nearby Nasser Hospital in
Fhan Younis. Their bodies were
amoree the etehit childeen amd five
women brought to the hospital
after strikes on tents, homes
and a vehicle, Two bodies were
arddentifiatle,

fenl, s

SO Pale=stinians In
the Gazn Strip still have hope
the war will end soon. Issam
Sadgr, & clisplaced man from Khan
Youns, said he hopes Lhe Demsis-
fire "will happen oday — before
tomorrow!®  Separately, Pales-
tinian officials said two children

NUMBER

45,936

Palestinians have been killed
im Isracl's Gaza onslaught.

Wore  JdImeong thires [ﬁ'l"r]'lh'.'
killed in an Israchi airstrike on
the occupied West BHank on
Wednesday,

Ahmad Asaad, povernor of
the northern West Bank city
of Tubas, sabd that the sinke
il Flesarsay

Tammin  village,

killing a 23-year-old man and two
children, aged eight and 10, all
froim the same family.

The Palestinian Foreign
M kst I Hamallah
condemned the deadly strike,
accusing Isracl of harming civil
ians  “under the
frehiing mllitants.

[ =overnmor identified the
dead as Adam Haharat, 235, Hamza
Ralgrat, 10, and Reds Bsharai,
echt, He saocd Uy were Killed in
front of their howse

Relative Jalal Bsharat said they
had been at home when “the
Tsraeli OCCEPAton army targeted
them.”

He: saicd the strike showedd Pales-
tinians are not safe, even in their
AT IoEmies,

Meanwhile, the Israch milbtary
saidd that troops have recoy
ered the body of a hostage held
in Gazxa and were examining
whether another body recoversd

pretext”  of

wils also that of a captive.

Earlier, Israels defensc
minister said that troops recov-
ered] the hodies of two hostages.

The mulitary sail the body
of Yosef Al-Zaydami  was
brought to Isracl on Tuesday
after being discovered in an
undereround tunnel near the
southern Gaza city of Rafah. Ii
said uncovered  Infor-
mation about Al Xaydanis son
Hamzah thalt “raksed
concerns for his life”

Military spokesman Col. Naday
Shoshani said the military was
locking Into the ldentity of a
second set of remans recovered

Al faydami and his son were
faken captive during Hamas®
dttack on Oct. 7, Z0XS, among
250 hostages snaltched by the
militant group during its cross
bsorder raicl.

Israel believes a third of the
refmalning 100 hastages are =18

R L

sOTIOLS

LONG BATTLE
Ireland
Joins ICJ
genocide
case against
Israel

Arob News I

[reland has joined the South
African penocide case apains
larael at the International Cour
cf Tustiee, the New York Times

reporied. The hHGling ocomes
months after Ircland sad i
would intervene in the case

soiith Africa brought its case to
the UIN's highest jdicial body in
December 200, accisang [srie
of committing genocide i Gaza

A ocourt statement on Toescay
said: “Ireland, invoking Articke 63
of the Statute of the Court, hked in
the Registry of the Court a decla
ration of intervention in the case
concerning  Application of the
|._-.|I':|L'|IE'TI||IIrI il rh-e-
and Punishment of the Crime of
Crenocicde in the Gaza Strip”

A first ruling m January last year
saw the ICT order Israsl io restrain
its attacks in Gaza. In May, the
conrt ordered Israel to mmedi-
ateldy cease its offensive in Kafah,

A spokesperson  lor the Irish
Foregm Mmistry sadd on Tuesday:
“It is mporiant for the court, in

Presveriliog

BACRGROUND

Irgland's deputy prime
minlster has accused lerasl
of 'collactive punishment
af the Palestinian people.”

its consideration of any muktilat-
eral convention, to understand
howy olLher parties o thal conven-
tion interpret and apply it"

Micheal Martin, Ircland’s
clepanty primse mindster and foreign
minister, lasd monih sakd: “There
has been a colledive  purnistt-
meni of the Palestinian people
through the intent and impact
of military actions of lsrael in
(raza, leavings 46 000 dead and
1||iII|-::|||.==|':-|'-:_'1'|.'|.|i:t||:-1-:5|'-.|||_:|-:_'|'||.r

Irefand wounld reqguesi the
court to oaden s interpreta-
on of renocide By i slate, he
sikied, ackding: = We are concerned
that a very narmow interprefation
of what consiitutes genocide
feacks 1o a culture of Impanity in
which the predeciion ol civilians
15 minimizecd.”

Experts believe that the courd
will nod rule on the genocide
charge for several vears. Las
month, Israel said it was closing
its embassy in Dublin, citing “the
extreme antl-lsragl policies o
thi Irsh government.”

DATE WITH HISTORY
Egyplt
unveils
ancienlt
rock-cut
tombs and

burial
shaflsin
Luxor

AP

Egvpt unveiled several discow-
ertes near the famed city of
Luixdai of Westliesaday, inclucing:
ancicnlt  rock-cut ard
burial shafts dating back 3600
VEears.

They were unearthed at the
causeway of Queen Hatshep-
suls [unerary temple at Der
Al-Bahri on the Nies West
Hank, accordhing (o a shialemenl
released by Zahi Hawass Founda-
tion for Antiquities & Heritage. I
sald it worked in tandem with
the Supreme Council of Antbgui-
Hes on the site since Seplember
20123,

Irmnbhs

o
Archeologists carry out restoration work on the newly discovered
artefacts, near the Queen Hatshepsut Valley Temple's i Dair

El-Bahari on the Nile's west bank in Luxor on Wednesday, Rl

Artifacts found at the tombs
included bronse coins with the
image of Alexander the Great
dating to the Time of Molemy 1
(367-283), children’s toys made
of clay, cartonnage and funerary
masks that covered mummics,
winged scarabs, beads and
funerary amulers

Tawass tolkd rFeporters thal [Fpe
ti=coveries could "reconstruct
history® and offer an under-
standing of the type of programs
ancient  Egypiians  designed
insiche a temple.

The Archeologists also found
the remains of Queen Hatshep-
sl Valley Temple, rock-cut
toambes dating back (o the Madedle

Ringdom {1038 BOC. — 1630
B, burial shafis from the 17th
dynasty, the tomb of Djehut-Mes
anil part of the Assassif Plolemaic
Necropaolis.

The roeck-cul toanbs had been
previously robbed during  the
Piolemaic period and later. Still,
the Egyptian teams uncovered
some artifacts such as podter
tables that were used o offer
bread, wine and meat.

In=icde the burial shafts dating
hack to 1580 BC. — 1550 KO,
anthropodd
were [ound, mcehading one that
helonged to a young child. It
rematined ntact sinee 1% hurial

Wi ol Tins

same 3600 vears agn,
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‘Protect our people’: Armed Syrian
volunteers watch over Damascus

New authorities have backed their initiative, providing light arms and training

=
AFP Camascus

Every night, Damascus
residents stand guard
ontside shops and homes
armed with light weapons
oflen supplied by Syria's
new rulers, eager to fill
the security vacumm

that followed the recent
lakeover.

After rpebwls  ousted  Former
President Bashar Assad in early
December, thousands of soldiers,
policemen  and  other  security
i tals their
leaving Lhe door open o petty
thedt, looting and other crimes.

The new Syrian  authorities
now face the mammaodth challenge
of rebuibding  state  insfitutions
shaped by the Assad amily's Ave-
iecade mibe, including the army
anid security apparatuses that have
all bud codlagsed.

In the meantime, Damascoenes
have umpsed into action

In the Old City, Fadli Raslan,
BL WS g chormens of ||-|‘-::|]|||'
canbously walching the streels,
his finger on the trigeer of has gun.

"We have women and elderly
people at home, We are trying
o protect our people with this
vidunteer-based  indtiative” he
told AFF.

“sSwvria needs us fght pow, we
masst stamd together”

Local committees have taken
over some of the deserted check
poinds, with the authorities'
approval

Hussam Yahya, 489, ancd has
fremds have been faking lurns
eaarding  their  neizhborhood,
shughur, inspecting vehicles.

“We came ol to pratect our
neighborhoods, shogs and pulblic
progeerty as volunleers, withoat
any compensation.” e sabd,

Hee sakd e new aulbhoribes,
led by the Havat Tahrr Al-Sham
eroup, have backed their initiative,
prowviding lizht arms and training,

Authorities also provided them
Wil :-.;|:|-|,=|:'i:|.| “Woca]  oodrumattes"
camis, vahd fora year

Police chiel Ahmad Lattouf sakd
the commitices had been set up to
patrol netshborhoods o prevent

et [l

Reuters Trpol

Libya's castern-based parliament
has approved a national recon-
ciliation and transitional justice
law, three lawmakers sawd, a
measure aimed at reunifying the
oil-producing country after over
a decade of fctional conflict.
The House of Representa-
bives spokesperson,  Abduliah
Belaihag, said on the X platform
that the legislation was passed
on Tuesday by a majortty of the
seson’s  allendees i Libva's
largest second city Benghazi
[lavever, |r||]1||'|1|.|'||II||; ihe
laww could be challenging as

‘%

Armed locals stand guard to
protect theair area by the old city
walls of Damascus in the Bab
Towra district, AFF

crime until the podice could take
AT,

"There arem't enoush  police
elfficers at the momsent, b
training is ongoing o increase our
mumbsers,” e sand,

ll.ht'
s begin  their neighborhood
watches at 2200 p.m. every night
and end them at 0600 am, the
neXt motming.

Further north, in the
i Aleppo amd Homs, orlinary
residents have also taken up
weapons o puard their districts
with support from  authorities,
residenits told AFP.

Taamasc-is CTHTImL-

Cifles

Libva has been divided since
a 20014 civil war that spawned

rival ackministrations
vving for power in cast and
wesk  [ollowing  the NATO
backed uprsing that toppled

R0

The official page of the
Damascus countryside area has
publlished photos on Telegram
showing voung men i
were "vodinteering” 1o profect
their town and villages “under
the supervision of the Military
Operations Depariment andd
in coordination with General
Secursy.”

It also said others were vodun-
teering as rraffic police,

A hamdful of police officers affili-
gted with the Salvation Goverm:
ment of the Idlib region, the
rebel bastion controlled by HTS
before Asad's fall, have also been
|I:'|;|-I;-u_'.1'|| i Deiimdses

Trafhc pobcemen have been
called from Idlib to help, while
HTS punmen are evervwhere in
the capital, especially in front of

salcd

BACKRGROUND

After reabels ousted former
President Bashar Assad in
early December, thousands of
soldiers, policemean and other

security officials deserted
their posts, leaving the door
open to petty theft, looting
and other crimes.

prvernment Bankimgs  imcluding
the presidential palace and police
headquarters.

The authorities have also
begun allowing Syrlans to appdy
i the il e :|-:':|-:5||‘|_|::. o bl s
dlepleted ranlks.

Syrias new rulers have called
on conscripts and  soldiers to
surrenmder their weapons al

UNITY MOVE

Libya’s eastern parliament approves transitional justice law

Socurity

forces deploy
as protesters

ather outshis
this reuidence
af the Tripall-

based Libyan
E0nE rmmant off
Maotiomal nity

Prime Mirkster
A bdulhamid

Dbelbah early on
Tuesday. AFF

Muammar Qaddaf in 2011.

“T hope that it dhe law)
will tee i elect all over the
country and will not face any
i Mkl Flrmpsie mernher

Abdulmenam Aboral Qandcl

Reufers by phone on Wednesday

The UN mi=sion (o Libyva
haz repecatedly called for an
inclusive, righis-based transi-
fiomal justice and reconciliation
process in the North Afnican
couniry.

A political process 1o end years
o Instimetional anel
catright warfare has been stalled
since an clection scheduled for
December 2021 collapsed amid
disputes over the eligibilitv of
the maln candicates,

In Trg=ah, there is the Govern-
ment of National Undty under
Prime Minister  Abhcdulhamicd

Al-Tibeibahy that was  nstalledd

clivisiog

%

dedicated centers.

sSince rising to power, HTS and
its allies have launched securnity
sweeps in makor clikes incloding

Hoans angd Aleppo with the stated

godl of motineg out “rempants of

Assad’s militias”

In the capitals busy Hab
Touma nelghboriood, four local
walchmen were chiecEing people’s
s and insgeecting cars entering
e clistricd

Fuad Farha said he founded the
bocal committes that he now heads
after offering his help to "establish
security” alongside the HTS-affili-
ate security forces,

“We  underwenl a0 qQunck
training, mainly teaching s
how to assemblec weapons and
take them apart and to use
rifle=s.” he said.

FASTFACT

The UN mission to Libya has
repeatedly called for an
ireclusive, rights-based
transitional justice and
reconcillation process in
the country.

throuzgh a UN-backed process
in 2021, but the parliament no
longer recognizes iis legitimacy.
Dhetbah hag vowed not o cede
power o @ new governimend
without national elections
There are two competing begis-
hibive: bodies — the HoR that was

FRAYERS FOR PEACE

Ethiopians
celebrate
Christmas

as nalural
calamities and
conflict lake
theiritoll

AP Acicis AlEina

Ethlogdas Orthodox Christians are
celebrating Christmas with prayers
for peace m the Hom of Afmca
nation that has faced persistent
coutlict in recent years.

Ethiopims  follow  the  Julian
calendar, which runs 13 days liter
than the Gregornan calensdar,
usel by Cathobic and Protestand
churches. They  traditionally
celebrate by slaughtering animals
andd joiming family members (o
hreak the fast after midnight.

The patrfarch of the Ethiogpian
Orthoclox Chach, Abune Mathias,
in his televised Chrstmas Eve
message called for reconciliation
aned peace ina mation where conflict
has been often fueled by ethmic
sirife, Tifferent parts of Ethbopia
recently have also [aced natural

BACKRGROUND

The patriarch of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
called for reconciliation and
peace In a natlon where
conflict has been often
fueled by athnic strife.

calamitles, mchuding  mdsdides
Earthguakes lasd week in the
remote regions of Afar, Ambhara and
Oromia have displaced thousands.

Despride the =mming of a peace
agrrement to oemd the armed
conflict in the northem region of
Tigray in 2022, recurring condlicts
in Amhbara, Ormmda amd elsewhere
farve caised widespread sulfernng
amd foreed 9@ mitlion children to
drop out of schood, according to
UNICEE.

Almaz Zewdie, who was amdang
thousands of Orthodox Christians
aftending ceremonies in Addis
Medhanyalem  Church,

sabl =fe was praving lor peace

Absibas

‘Worshippers gather for the eve
af Ethioplan @rthodox Christmas
calabrathons at a church in Addis
Ababn on Moanday, A5F

AR

elecied In 204 as the national
parliament with a four-vear
mandate to oversec a political
transition, and the Hizh Council
of State in Tripoli formed as par
of & 2005 political agreement and
drawn from a parliament frst
elecied in 2002

The Tripoli-hased Prestdential
Council, which came o power
with GNU, has been working
on a reconciliation project and
holding “a  comprehensive
conference” with the support o
the UN and Alncan Unlon, But il
has been unable to bring all rival
grotips together because af theb
continuing differences,
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[sraeli-run businesses and place of worsh

Mohammed Rasooldean (Coiambn

Srl Lanka will crack
down on reported lllegal
activities carried out

by Israeli lourists, s
prime minister said on
Wednesday, following a
series ol complaints since
last year regarding their

arrivals in the country.

A total of 25,514 Israclis visited
5ri Lanka in 2024, according to
eovernment data. One of their
favortte destinaiions is Arugam
Bay, & small tovwn on the south-
eastern coast, which is widely
recognized as one of the world's
best surfing spsots.

The predominantly Muoshim
region  made  international

VIOLATION OF LAW

Sri Lanka vows
crackdown on illegal

activities by Israeli tourists

Government reacts to complaints over emergence of

headlines in October last vear,
when US and Israell anthorities
wirned visitors of what they
saml was a “terronst threat”
focusecd on tourist arcas and
beaches. The alleged threat
[ollowed a sertes of alterca-
tions between Israclis and local
residenis.

soctal media posts by visitors
i Angsim Bay and complaints
by locals themselves indicate
that many of the armiving Israclis
come for vacations after taking

part in the ongoing deadly
onslaught on  Palestinkans i
Craza,

Residents have also

r'|||r|]1|.1|.||-|'-:! LT e |||.I' r'rr||'r|.:|'r|-:'|'
of Israchi businesses in the
arca amd the establishment of
a Chabad house a Jewish

community center and place of
waoarshin,

Prime Mimster Hacimm Amara-
suriva  saml  during  Wednes-
day’s parliament session  thal
Sri Lankan authorities have nol

FASTFACT

Last month, Sr Lankan civil
groups demanded screenings
of lsraeli visitors to keep out
potential war criminals,

granied
Israeh citigens W buld relignous
places of worship or related
buildings” and “the povernment
will take prompt action to stop iL"

Responding o guestions
raised by opposition lawmaker

ANy permission  lor

p In Arugam Bay

Rahman, she also

PEROFTR

Mujibur
adclressed regarding
Israclis running businesses in
the area,

"We have wentified this as a
problem. Action will be taken
against this, and steps will be
taken to hold talks reganding i
and stop such business activi-
fles,” Amarasuriva saicd,

“The gpovernment has not el
any visa for Israels to engage
business activities in Sri Lanka,
especially under tourist  visas
They are engaging in such activi-
fie=s by vislading ouwr laws”

The povernment’s reaction
follows last month’s protests
in Sri Lankas capital and a
pebition by civil sociely groups
demanding special screenings of
lsraelis arriving in the country.

A Tirefighter walks by a home in flames from the Poisndes Fire during a powerful windstorm Wednesday, Investigntion of fires are ongoing, & -

HELL ON EARTH

Thousands flee as wildfires burn out

of controlin and around Los Angeles

AP Los Anpaleg

California  firefighters  battled
wind-whipged
tore across the Los Angeles area,
destroving homes, clogging
roadways as tens of thousands
Aed and straining resources as
the  fires
early Wednesday,

The ames from a fire that
birake ol Tuesday evenlng mear

a nature preserve m the inland

wildfires  thai

bagrmned  vimconiad ned

foothills northeast of LA spread
a0 rapidly that siaff at a senior
living center had to push dozens
ol reskdents in wheelchairs and
hospital beds clown the streel Lo
A parking ld. The resudents
one as old as 102 — waited there
it their bedelothes as the night
shy glowed red from flames andd
embers Fell around them ol
ambulances, buses and even
CUESTFCTIOn Vans iII'I'I'l.'I'II |II-||I.|'|.I"
thesm to safedy

FASTFACT

The causes of all three fires
wers under investigation,

Another blaze that started
hours earlier ripped through the
citys Pacific Palisades nelgh-
borhood, a hillside area along
the coast dotted with celebrity
restdences  armed  memorialized
by the Beach Boys in therr 159605

hit “Surfin’ USA" In the frantic
haste to get to safety, roadways
became impassalde when scores
of  people thotr
vehicles and Hed on [ool, some
toting suttcases. A third wildhre
started around 102350 pm. and
guickly prompted evacuations
in Sylmar, a San Fernando Valley
community that 1= the north-
ernmost nelghborhood in Los
Angeles, The causes of all three

fires were under investigation

aluamydoned

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Rescue aefforts

Body of British

hiker found
in Italian alps

Hescue crews found the body
o a Britksh hiker buried in the
stiow of Lhe Ialian alps and
were continuing to search for
hi= frdemsd wiho had also been
mussing snce Jan, 1, Iady's mes-
e serviees said Wednesday,
[talys Alpine rescue service said
it ondy received an alert about
the men on Jan. G, five days aftes
Lhe men et oul in the Adamelbo
range near Trento, after they
failed to make a scheduled fighi
home and relatives contacted
anthorities.

Adver the first two davs ol
searches were hampered by
sivovwlall, fog and avalanche
WA TIREs, eSS LIE P [Tl EE-
aped o get a helicopter in the air
Wednesday., AP

Pre-travel permit

Yisitors from dozens

of countries o
pay Uh entry fee

Visitors to the UR from dozers of
couniries, meluding the Unbed
States, Canada and Australia,
must now pay o enter Bntam
afler a new visa-walves CHRTY 5Ys-
lesm Book efTect on Wednesday,
The Electronic Traved Au-
thorization scheme requires
visitors who do not need a
vis to enter Britain to acoguire
Pre-lrn | :||,.|1|'||u'|;-'.:|r1||:|. Croml-
ing L£10 {512,500 anc allowing
stayvs of up to six months at
a time over two years, it first
launched in 2023, with Qatar,
belore being extemnded last
vear to five regional Gulf
nelErhbors, Now, i has been
exparnded o include citizens
of around 50 more countnes
and termitorics. AFP

1 he Davs
FIGURES

UZBEKISTAN: INFANT
MORTALITY RATE

12

2 2020 20 A

What Were Reading

‘Mathematical Methods for
Geophysics and Space Physics’

WILLIAM | NEWMAN

Graduate students in the
ravt ursl scisnoes—
i-l"l.'.||..|I:|iI'IE not only
geophysics and
space physios but
ats0 atmosphenc and
planetary physics,
oogan aclences, and
ARG —Read

a broad-based

Cruel cold

Tents arrive
for Tibet qualkie
hit survivors

Hescuers in the freeaang, high-
altituede Tibet region In western
China searched a second day
Tor amy rernaining victims of a
chesd by earthopake that strock
near a hody city for Tibetan
Buddhists, before shifting their
forus to resetiling the suri:
virs. More tenits, quilis, stoves
and oiher relief ibems were
being delivered Wednesday
(o peaple whose homes were
uninhabiiable or unsile,
Temperatures [l well below
freczing overnight m anarea
with an average altbitude of
abourt 4,200 meters. AP

matharmatical tealbox to
facilitate ther ressarch. In
addrtion, they nead

b0 survey a wider
array of mathamatical

methods that, while
outside their partcular
aress of expertise, are
important in redated

LEJ e

Cambodian ex-leader
Thai police

issue warrant for
politician shooter

Thai police on Wednesday
issued an arrest warrant for a
eunmean suspecied of shooting
dhesd a Cambodin oppos-

Hion politckan ina brzen
attack in downloam Bangkor
Exiled Cambaoadian opposition
fipurchead Sam Hainsy accused
the country's powerful formeers
leader Hun Sen of orderng the
killing of Lim Kimya on Tues-
ay. Lim Kimya was shot dead
Yy & Funian on a molorheie
as e arrmved in Uhe That capatal
from the Cambodian city of
Siem Heap by bus, acoompa-
nied by his French wife. AFP

e Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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Contsroorary Lebansss

e Gulfl Cooperation Coun-
cil has been among the Arsi
b respond positively to
the changing conditions in
Svria. Helbd pust -:!:l:.sn =10
the Arst major imcursion
by the rebels Into areas controlbed by the
Assacd regame, The GOC's annual saimimil
wilnessed extensive discussions on the
developments. The summit's Dec. | come
munique spelled out some of its concerns
at the tirme,

Over The past several weeks, (he GO has
articulated several prionties in Syria

First is the necd for all to respect Syria’s
sowvereignty, political independence and
territorial integrity, In practice, this
means ending outside interference in its
internal affairs and allowing the Svrian
people to sart out thelr differences.
[srive] has (o relrain from attacking Syria,
[ran has to stop meddling, Bussia has
to respect the wishes of the new rulers
and Turkive and the US have to defer to
Damascus on settling the Kurdish issue in
nodel heastern :‘-i:l. Lk,

sSecond, the GOC will suapport an

First is the
need for all to
respect Syria’s

sovereiegnty,
political
independence
and territorial
Integrity

o R L

2 el

Opinion

The GCC’s 10 priorities in Syria

mclusive transition, away from the Assad
era’s divisive and sectarian politics. Syria
ghioulid celebrate its rich cultural diver-
glity, while avolding the confesslonal ar
cthnicity-based power-shanng systems
that have plagued some of its neighbors

For decades, allowing fair and meaningful

mmeril-based participation for all

Third, the GOU supports Syria's decision
to dissolve all militias and armed groups,
ensuring that only government forces are
allowed to bear arms, while uphalding the
Fille of faw and oy ||||1:||: PrlecTIod For all

Fourth, the Gulf bloc believes that Symia’s
security is integral to regional security and
hence has welcomed statements by the
new ritlers that the country will no longer
pose a thireat to its Arab neighbors and will
instead contribute positively to regional
[ FHiE S and se ey,

Filth, the GCC applaided statements that
Damascus would engage positively with
the international community and with the
Arab world, thus reversing Bashar A=sad's
disregard for the TN and the Arab League.

Sixth, the GOC s ready 1o waork with
intertational partners Lo support

i
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stabilization and early recovery, which
necids to be done urgently, The war in
Syria has wreaked havoc on its economy
and people’s livelihoods: gross domestic
product declined from 568 hillion when
the war started in 2001 to 58 hillion 10
vears later — an 87 percent drop. Much
of Syria's inlrastroctiore lies in ruins,
including roads, electricity, schools,
hospitals and homes.

Culf states have rushed relief supplies
to Syria, but that only goes so far, The
OC 18 Calling 1or an internaticnal
conference to mobilize resources Lo
provide humanitarian and development
aid. Equally imporiant, the conference
should provide technical assistance 1o
rebitld state instituibons,

seventh, the GOC recognilzes the need
for the safe, voeluntary and orderly return
ol refugees and internally displaced
persons to their homes. Next to the Killings
and injury of hundreds of thou=ands,
displacement has been the cruelest feature
af the war, In total, more than 12 million
peapule have been made homseless, abont 52
percentl of Syria's population of 23 mullon,

The pace of their return will depend on
how fast security and basic services ane
restored and infrastructure is repaired.

Eighith, the GCC expressed support fo)
P TN secrelary-penerals call lor a new
rission to assist Syria in transitoning
to mormality after the devastation of the
i-vear war, This process can be more
productive by being Syrian-ked.

Ninth, the GCC has called on the interna
tional community to do its bit to help Syria
OfseT a new piEe and prevent a returm to
thee chaos of the civil war, This Includes
Lifting sanctions and providing substan-
tial funds for stabilization, eary recovery
and for encouraging the private sector to
resume its indispensable economic rode.
The global community should work with
the new anthorities to combat terrorism
and prevent a resurgence of Daesh.

Finally, the GCC supports Lhe regional
reintegration of Syria, =o that it can play
A constructive role in restoring peace
and security, instead of being an agent
for destabilization amd mischief during
decades of sell-induced estrngement from
Its negghbors

G &
Isracl is revealing

1S real intention.
I never wanted

a two-stale

solution. It wanits
(o maintain the
stalus quo forever

Is a one-state solution the way to peace?

I has beier rI']IIIII:r'Il Llaks wesK Thal
Israed has ohjectsd to the nomination
of former Finnish Forelpn Minister
PFekka Haavisto as the UN Special
Coordinator for the Middle East. Its
ahsscIan came foF WO reasons, Tihe
first 1= his prosamity o Secretary-Goeneral
Antonio Gutermes, who Tel Aviv considers
o be anti-1srael, and the second is becaosse
he adviscates a two-state solution.

For decades, Israel has been claiming it
seeks a two-state solution, bat it always
foaund reasons nod to FREFS L GTe, NOW,
Esrael s revealing bis real Infention. T
never wanted a two-state solution, It wanis
to maintain the statas queo forever. In the
meantime, it continues its land grab. Now
that it is vocal In its real intentions, it is
tme o pash for a one-state saduthon

The s=ue of Palesting has been ingering
for 80 years, Israel has refused all solutions
ofTered, while accusing Arabs and Pales-
linkans of being rejectonsts, Now 1l 1s

Iy saving that 1 does nod wani a
twao-state sodution. It is time (o impose a
long-term sodution that will bnnge dipnity
and freedom for evervone from the river
oy thie sea.

Toclay, a Palestiman state is impossible to
realize, given that seltlements are scallered
all over the West Bank. A Palestinian state
st lel mmesan a sel of Bantusians inshde 1he
Wesl Bank. It would not be a viabde state
that offered dignity to its citizens.

A one-state solution ks more feasible
tham a two-state solution. Israel has
created a new reabity on the groand
where a two-siale solution is imposstble,
However, the status quo ks also impossibie
to maintain, especially after Israel’s war on
Craza, which amounts to genocide.

The saodution 1= lorming a single state,
thereby allowing for the free movernent
of goads and people from Palestine and
eiving them politcal representation.

For the Trump administration, this

DH. DANIA EOLEILAT KHMATIO

Or. ODang, foks i $hotih & a
DO EET i LS AR TR e
W CI AL [Celosm D ROy B
 Eo-Touanoer of tes Fedaaid
ssrinr For Coopaeration ane
; 'I:l'-T .-.'-l L -': l- e l.'-- L=

rgnpyernmental organestion

Fofr Fuel R amecr, bl 1 L

WEW ATALNGEE ComS apEdndean

woilld cater o the US |'u':|1qg|'|ir':|lh_ wihin
are the core hase of the president-ebect, For
ideclogmical reasons, the evangelicals want
Lsrael to have full sovercignty over all of
historic Palestine.

In return, Palestinians would hecome
citzens of Israel and enjoy the same nghts
as laraelis. The name of the new state can
b agreed upon laler

The Palestinians are under [srach
military rule today and do not have any
rights. They are occupied by lsrael, while
[eraelis live under clvilian mibe. A omne-state
sopluribon woatld allow Pabestinians 1o have
thear nghi= and to have politicil represen-
tation within the state of Israel, similar to
the 2 million Palestinians who already have
Lsraeli citizenship.

The Israelis have long opposed a
Palestinian state because of the potential
security risk it wounld entail. In the Israeli
psyche, Hving on thelr own, the Pales-
tinians would orgamze violenl altaclks

AR [srael, Hence [he secur Iy Complex
they have, However, when the state
hecomes theirs as well, there would be no
reason to fipht it

lsrael might very well reject this
solictbon the same way i1 rejected the
previcus initiatives. This salution would
provide them with security; however, i
it el also diliite the so-called Jewishness
of the state. Israel’s chawvinists would mod
want to one day see a Palestinian prime
minister of Israel.

However, Israel needs to be pressured
icr make a chobee In this FEspect, 1l shpouilel
he offered an alternative, The one-state
solution is a viable alternative to the
two-state solution. Five million Falestin
lans cannol remain stateless, The I=sraelis
need to understand that they cither give
the Palestinians a viable state of their own
oF they integrate them within their state.
Il the Israelis refuse, they will show the
world that they ane the repectionists,
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Saudi Arabia’s relations with the new Syria

hen a devastating
carthquake struck
parts of Turkiye
and Syria in Febmu-
ary 2023, the: Saudi
aid agency KSredief
launched a public campaign in the King-
doim to assist those affected. A roval direc-
tive faciliiated the urgent establshment
of an air bridge carrying food and medical
surpplies. At that time, Bashar Assad was

the president of Syria and, principles, emphasizing
chespite the complex issues i.i. the importance of ensuring
in the relationship between Syria’s securtty and termito-
Rivadh and Damascus, this The new Syrian rial integrity, free from
did not hinder the Kingdom administration is foreizn interventions and
from providing essential aid, external influences”
asitdistinguishesbetween ~ TUMY awareofthe o, 4 juiemtion visited
the political and humanitar- — Feligions, politleal  pamascus last month 1o
ian levels. and economic meet with the keader of the
O Dec, 8 last year, Assad new Syrian adminisiration,
left Syria amd opposition Higlllﬁl"ﬂﬂf{‘ of Ahmed Al-Sharaa. This was
factions entered the Syrian Saudi Arabia Follomved by a Bestorie visit

capital, Damascus. A new
ibe Facto government was established,

characterized by dilferent policies and
leed by Agures with a hard-line Islamist
background. However, this developmont
did not deter the Saudi government from
assisting the Syrian people. Seven relief
abrerall and about 60 trucks subsequently
arrived in Svria from Saudi Arabda,

These humanitarian cfforts are regarded

&% i cormerstone of Saudi-Syran relations
and represeni a continuation of a policy

initinted in 2011, following the onset of

popular movements in Syria. The todal

value of humanitarian aid extended to the

Syrian peaple has exceeded 3854 million.
A source stated that the assistance

provided by Biyvadh “does nof discrimimate

among beneficiaries, regardless of thedr
religious, ethmic or cultural affiliations™

The souroe added that, “sinee the firs
clay of the evenits that started in Syria in
2011, Sawdi Arabia has adhered to steadfast

to Kivadh ondan. 2bva
high-level Syrian delegation, including nesw

Foreqgn Minister Asaad Al-Shadbani, Defepse

Mingster Murhal Abu Qasra and infelligence
chicf Anas Khattab. During their visit, the
sSyrian dedegation met with Sandi Defenise
Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman amwd
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farlan.

I i= evident that these mestings occurped

on three levels: political, defensive and
security-intellizence. This indicates
that these issues were present in the

HAGSAN AL-MUSTAFA
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discussions, particularly since Symia, under

the leadership of Assad, was the subject
of significant Russian and Tranian influ-
ence, in addition to Iranian-aligned armed
factions such as Hexbollah and Tragi,
Afghan and Pakistani militias, along with
advisers from the Iranian Revolutionary
Czeards and Kuszian officers. Althowugh all
these entitbes are curmently inactive and
oulside the equation, this does nod imply
that these various forces will accept their
losses ar refraln from
allempling o secure gins

in one way or another.

.-".- e ' =

fully awrare of the refigous, political and
eoonomic significance of Saudi Arabda.
This understanding suided their choice of
making it their first foreign visit.
Through its spiritual and political
strength, as well as its posative relation-
ships with the international community,
Riyadh has the potential to assist the
svrian people in establishing a modern
nation-state that is free [rom sectan-
anism and religious or ethnic-based
Lyranny. The Kingdom
has taken the initiative
from the very first day to

At the same time, Ths !,.[a]]ﬂj[!.-ur support this cause, as it
e e contitee SyrimandMsreturm P e chocect
of which are affiliated o its natural "I:Iﬂ-'l-'l:'l-'l‘.'i', the respon-
with Turkiye, while Arab position is sibility also lies with
1.1u'n:'r5 arr.ﬂurd;:li;]..’.[hl:'rf a national and L EEan;nmwcn:]srlt'ca
is an ongoing conflict | i regarding they
between these groups, in mﬂl in : mateage their state, the
ackdition to the presence for Saudi Arabia nature of their relation-

of terrorist factions linked

to Iheesh and Al-Qaeda and their allies,
as well as armed groups from Chechnya
and Uebekistan,

There is also a complex issue
concerning the thousands of Daesh
prisoners held in areas conirolled by the
Syrian Democratic Forces,

These files require a rational Syrian
management at multiple levels: political,
security and humanitarian.

The new Syrian adminisiration is

ships with Arab nations

arud the International community, thelr
adherence (o diplomatic norms and
their ability to create a genuine national
partnership government. It is ultimately
the Syrians, through their policies, who
will determine how thelr nelghbors and
the international communily engage
with them,

The stabdility of Synia and its return to
its natural Arab position is a national and
regional interest for Saudi Arahia.

Vaping industry must not be allowed to target children

n the town in England where 1
grew up, Retford, there 1s a shop
that sells vaping products. Last
year, above the window, someone
put up a sign for all to see that
boasted: “We sell vapes to kids -

MNo 11327 No problem!”

Even though this may have been some
sort of prank played on the owners rather

than a marketing tood, i1t 15 clear that a large

part of the intended target andience for
vapes is children and voung people. Why

b ok something that can cause irrevers-
thle damage to their health, such as 1ssues
with the lung and brain development and
mental health of young people,

And forgive me for sounding preachy,
but those who claim vaping helps them
relax have missed the point of nicotine
ackdiction. Of course the consumption
of nicodine makes you Teel calm: v
are addicted to it Your body now has a
relinnce on nicotine that, if not served,

creates levels of anxiety that had not previ-

else woukld these products ously existed — it is how
be given sweed Davors ii nicotine addiction works.
and packaged in brighily Researchiers at the
codored andfor deslgner- It seems odd that University of California
sivled devices? I”“I“E retain San Friuncisco School of
Mpcotime is known Lo Mursing found in 20232
be at least as addictive commitied Lo that, in the US alone,
s cocaine and heroin. doing something the use of electronic
Hesearch around the globe thiatl can cause cigarettes cosl 315 hillion
has proven this, I s also . annually in healthcare
well documented that irreversible damage expenditure — that is
o their health

vaping products contain
higher levels of nicotine

than tobacoo cigarettes. When vaping started

catching on, it was marketed as a less-

harmful alternative o smoking. Now, health
experts globally acknowledge that any wse of

vaping products can harm vour body,
Given how health-conscious the wordd

claims to be, especially younger generations,
it seems odd that people remain commitied

maore than 32,000 per
PETS0ON per year. In
countries where there 15 a public health
service, this burden has a substantial
impact on the availability of healtheare
services to all,

The smoking of tobacco products
is definitely on the decline, But while
tradditional smoking appears (o have fallen
out of favor around the globe, do not be

PETER HARRISON
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fooled — the world's addiction 1o ndeotine
remains as great as ever, as are the nsks.
In August Last vear, the chair of the
British Medical Association's board of
sciemce, David Strain, said: “There is
no denying we are living in a vaping
epidemic, Yape usage has risen hugely in
the last decade, with one in 10 adults now

vaping. However, far more worrying is the

mcrease n young people who vape, with
adlmost six times more L to 17-year-olds
vaping now compared with 10 years ago”

It is surely morally wrong Lhat organi-
zations are sfill profiting from the sake of
anything connected (o the nicotine addic-
tioa inddustry,

Grovernments are poing some way to
combat this very real problem, but I
suspect the varying levels of tax raised by
their sale makes it very difficult to push for
what is surely the most obwvious of tactics;
an eventual ban on the world's bigpest
killer and its spin-off habit — vaping
before too many more lives are ruined.

Strain sald he acknow]- The companies that
edged the role vaping .5 make vapes will alwayvs
playved in helping people deny that thelr products
to stop smoking. but he Itissurely morally  have any detrimental
slammwed the industry wrong that impact on the world's
for what he sand was ' public health, as well as
"so obviously targeting nrganlr.aﬂu-n:s nse any attempt to recruit
children with colors, still profiting from new addicts among
flavors and branding™ anything connected  children and young

In October, the BBC adults,
revealed that the number 0 LR mnating But given the fatality
of adults in England addictionindustry 0 oramoking and the

o have started vaping

despite never having been regular
smokers had reached | million, according
to scientisis” estimates. The report went
on to note the sharp increase compared
tor 2020, This rise was driven mostly

by young adults, with about ene out of
every seven 18 to 24-vear-alds who never
regularly smoked now using c-cigarettes.

health issues associated

wilh vaping, which include the permanent
scarTing of lung tissue, reloted discases
andd, in some cases, even death, it is an
inclustry that will always have to entice
(ISR e

The key question is: woulkd the bosses of
these compandes want their children using
these products?®
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Intlation should continue falling in
20K25 and allow the US Federal Heserve
s further reduce interest rales.
Christopher Walier
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INVESTMENT

SA grants 36k investment permits,

exceeds Vision 2030 target

Wholesale and retail trade sectors lead surge in new licenses

Mirrreal Marsymngn H oyt

Saudl Arabla has now
Issuned more than 36,000
investment licenses, a
live-Told rise compared (o
the overall active permits

before the lannch of
Vision 2030,

According (o the government-
hacked Invest Saudi platform,
the Ringdom witnessed an
118 perceni growth in enire-
preneurial license lssuance in
2024 compared to the previous
vear, while permits in  the
wholesale amd retaill trade
sector increased by 123 percent
during the same period.

The Ringdom launched the
Envest Saudi initiative to attract
foreign direct investment by
olTering slreanm-
lining regulatory  processes,
anl facilitating partnerships.

As part of this, the Kingdom
updated its investment law in
August o ensure &1 hanced
protections for international
investors, including adherence
to the rule of law, fair treatment,
and property  rights, while
ensuring robust safeguards for
intellectual property and facili-
tating smaooth fund transfers.

“Saucdi  Arabia 18 growing
steadily in achieving remark-
able milestones and attracting
investments, excecding the
targets of Saudi Vision 20030
with exceptional resulis in
license  issuance  and  the
growth of promising sectors,”
s el Tmwest Saudi on X,

It added that the most
licensed secctors since  the
launch of VYision 2030 are
manufacturing, constroction,
professional and sclentific, as
well as wholesale and retail
trade, and mformation and

incentives,

]
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L P,
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The Kingdom hwinched the Invest Saudl initlathve to attract foreign direct investment by offering Incentives. Fil:

communication technology.

Inwest Saudi further sald that
the Kingdom has surpassed jls
regional headguariers target
outlined in the Vision 2030
program, as more than S0
international Arms have estab-
lished their Middle Eastern
basze in the country.

The Eingdom's reglonal
headguarters program provides
benefits for mternational hrms,

FASTFACTS

& The Kingdom withessad
an N8 percant growth in
entreprencurial Hoonss

suance in 2024 compared to
the previous year,

& Maore than 500 international
firms have establiished

their Middle Eastem base in
Saudi Arabia,

including a 30-year exemption
from corporate incorse tax and
withholding tax on headguar-
ters activities for companies, as
well as discounts and support
REFVICES,

some of the major companies
that have launched their regional
headguarters in Sawdi Arabia
include US-hased multinational
ISl banks  Morgan
Stanbey and Cih Group, as well as

BlackRock Inc., Northern Trast,
Bechtel, amd PepsiCo,

Invest Saudi is supporting the
Ringdom’s National Investment
Strategy, which s aiming to
increase FDI by more than 20x
from SEIT billion (54.5 ballion) in
20019 to SR384 hillion in 20350,

It is also targeting increasing
investment from 22 percent of
GDP in 2009 to 30 percent by
the end of the decade,

FINANCES

PIF invesis
$200m
in Slale
Streel s
Saudi
ETF

Miguel Hadehity ymah

Sawclh Arabia’s Public ITnvestmend
Fund has mvested 3200 million
m the newly launched SPFDR LE
Morgan Sandi Arabia Aggresate
Bowwd UCITS  exchange-traded
Tl

In a press release issued on
Wednescday, Stale Sireet Glohal
Advisers, the US-based  assed
manager behind the ETF, calied 1l
the first Axed-income UCTTS ETF
focused on the Kingdom to launch
in Europe,

The ETF launch further under-
soores PIF's siniegy o enhance
mitermational access to Sawdi
Arahias diversificd market and
attract [oreen nvestment.

“PIFs investmend into  the

FASTFACT

This index |:|-|1|:|1.r|-|:|u-l. exposure
to the Kingdom's finmnceal
instruments, including lquid
dodlar- and SR-denominated
Eovernment and guasi-
governmeant bonds, as

well as sukuk bonds,

first internateonally listed hxed:
moome Saudi ETF Rarther
deepens the Saudi market, while
attracting investors and strength-
efing cross-geography  partner-
ships,  increasing  imternational
mvestment in Sandi Arabia”
saidl Yazeed Al-Humied, deputy
owerior and head of Middle East
and North Africa Investments at
PLE.

Listedl om the Lopndon Stock
Exchange and Deutsche Borse's
Aelra mm Frankfurl, the new
fund tracks the LF Morgan
saucdi Arabia Appregate Index.
This index provides exposure
o the Kingdom's lGonancial
instrumenis

Risirm Walld Hiyocn

satch Arabia =aw a 174 percent
SITEe N merEers and acquisitions
approvals in 2024, reflecting the
Ringdom's efforts to strengthen
its competitne basiness
environment.

The General Authority  for
Competithon approved 202
SCONOITE Conceniralion requests
— the highest number ino its
history with 1 additional
appdications still under review,
accorching (o is anmal report,

Ecismatiie CORCe T LN
approvalsare required for mergers
anel scopuisithons o ensuare they do
nol create monopalies or disrupt

market competition

The surge m approvals aligns
with GACS poal of implementing
competiton-enhancing  policies,
combating  illegal  monopaolistic
practices, and improving market
performance (o boost comsumer
ancd business confidence, attract
imvestirent, and promote sustain-
ahle devebopment.

maeclh Arabia's surging mergers
and acouisitions market comes
against a global backdrop of
decline in the ndustry, with a
GlobalData  report
December showing  worldwide
ceal volume dropped 87 peroent
vear of yesar b dhe st 1 months
of 2024 — with the Middle East and

redersd  In

VISION 2030

Saudi Arabia’s M&A approvals surge 174% to reach record high

Africa region seeing a relatively
micdest 5 percent decline.

Acquisiion  deals  dominated
approvals n the Ringdom at
Hl percent, followed by joint
ventures af 15 percent,  and
mergers at just 2 percent, the
report showed.

The manufacturing sector led in
activity, acoounting for 67 of the
approviedd  reguests, folloved by
the information and communica:-
tions sector with 3%, and whole-
sale and refail irade, along with
motor vehicle amd motorcyele
repairs, with 22,

Foredgn COTpKITIEeS alsio
showed significant  Inlerest In
the mamufactunng sector, which

HIGHLIGHTS

® Acquisition deals dominated

approvals in the Kingdom at
81 percant, followed by joint

ventures at 18 percent, and
mergers at just 2 percent.

® The manufacturing ssctor

leed i activity, accounting for

&7 of the approved requests
followed by the information and

communications sactor with 39,

® Foreign companies also
showed significant interest
im the manufacturing sector,
which clamed 28 parcent of
their concentration requests.

claimed 28 percent of their
concestration requests, fodloawved
by informmation and communica-
tions at I7 percent, and wholesale
aridl retadl trace at 16 peroenl.

GAC noted a growing diversity
in market activity, with requests
received in emerging sectors like
cff-roacd  tives, nicotine replace-
menl therpy manufhcturing, and
pndustrial protective coatings

The Rimgpdom ked the Maddle
East in mergers and acquisitions
in the chemicals sector during the
first cuarter of 2024, closing deals
worth £500 million.

Adchitiomally, the auwthoriy
approved four new car agency
regstrations during the year and

analyzed 53 percent of concentra-
thoan receests baged on horzonial
relationship=  belween  entilies
operating within the same sector.
Yertical and clester relationships
aocounted for 16 percent and 3]
percent of reviews, respectively,

The surge in approvals alipns
with Vision 2030, which alms
i create  a  business-friendly
environment that attracts foreign
mvestment and supports secloral
rowih.

Ag Saudi Arabia strengthens
s regulatory  and
frameworks, the surge in menger
approvals reflects its ambition to
establish itsell as o reggomal hub
for business and investment,

ECnnoImnie



12

ARAB NEWS Thursday, January 8, 2025

Business Saudi Arabia

T'ransaction trends: A weekly snapshot of Saudi Arabia’s point-of-sale activity
WEEK ENDING ON JAN. 4, 2025

MUMBER OF TRANSACTIONS
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Migum| Hadchity e

Spending by parents of
sChoolchildren In Sandl
Arabia boosted card
transactions to SH207.3
muillion (%55.2 million)
hetween Dec, 29 and Jan.
4 marking a Z25.8 percent
Increase compared to the

previous week.

The surge came as  shdents
prepare 0o return oo schools
fdlovwingg  the mrid-vear break,
which ends on Jan. 12

According to the weekly polnt-
of-sale  tansactions  bulletin,
thi=s seclor recorded the largest
positive change over the seven-
day period. It also  witnessed
growlh i terms of the nmumber
o transactons, edging wp by 06
percent 1o reach 5L,

Chwverall, Saudi  Arabdas  POS
epemlmg registersd a8 weekly
increase of 82 pereent, reaching
SRES] hillion, up from SKIAE
hillion the week before, Figures
from the Kingdom's central hank
shonaed] that the hotel sector saw
the second-largest gam at 1Al
peroent io Sh40006 million.

spemnding on  recreatbon  andd
culivre fodloawed, recording a 1.8
percent uptick to SR328.6 million.

Transactaons ofl Jewelry
recorche]  an inerease of 128
percent o reach SR255.4 million,

SAMA DATA

Saudi education spending jumps 25%,
pushing digital transactions to $4bn

Hotel sector saw the second-largest gain at 15.1 percent to SR400.6 million

®
\

<

-

The Saud| education sector also witnessed growth in terms of number of tramnsactions, surging by 0.6 peroent to reach 131,000. AFF/Fis

and expendiiure on construction
ancl butlding materials surged hy
S percent to SHI00.0 midlion.

similarly, spending on food and
beverages also grew A9 percent
e SKR2ZI6 Hillion, claming the
biggest share of the total POS
vale.

Expenditure in restiurants and
cafes [ollowed, recomding a 10U

pereent increase Lo SRL billkon.

Spencing  on miscelaneous
gnks amd servioes accounted for
the third biggest POS share, with
a 12.3 percent uptick, reaching
SRLE hillion

Transactions in the leading
three cateponies accounied for
approxdmately 408 percent or
SRE] billlon of the weeks total

Vil

At 28 percenl, the smallest
morease occwmed In spending
on gas electronics, leading total
payTeents to reach SRITE milkion.

Expenditures on transportation
increased by 6.5 peroent o SR140
mulleon, while spending on pabilic
ublities surged by 7.3 percent to
reach SR57.5 mullion,

Geographically, Rivadh
dominabed  POS  sales,  repre-
senting around 338 percent of
the total, with expenses in the
capital reaching SHA1 hillion —
a 7 percent decrease from the
previows weels,

Jeddah  followed with & 1l
percent surge to SK2.1 ballson, and
Dammam camee in Uhird at SR755

million, up 8.5 percent,

Buraidah experienced the s
sigmificant surge In spending,
mncreasing 13.5 percent o SR35E7
T

Tabuk amd Abha recorded
mcreases of 5.5 percent and S4
percent, reaching SR285.% midllion
and SRITOLS million, respectively,

Makkah and Jeddah saw the
barpest increases inm forms  of
number of transactions, surging
11 peereenit and 8.5 percent, respec-
tvely, to 86 million and 274
million transactions,

SAMAR Mada =cheme alms
o promole  digital  payments
m the country, parbcularly in
sUpparting e-commeroe, podnt-of-
side, amd ATM growth. Connected
directly to the cardholders kank
accoaint, Mada enabdes real-time,
secure, and reliable transactions
for vanous purposes such as
purchasing, cash withdravwals,
and electronic paynwents,

This imtiative is part of Yision
2030, which strives to develop
Saucdi Arahias digital payment
infrastracture o ERCOMIFaEe i
cashless economy, expand Anan-
clal mchasion, and drive sector
imnovation. The electronic
retadl industry in Saudi Arabia
ks rapkdly gprowing, driven by
technclogical  advancements,
high mobile and internet
[Enelrathon FHtes, ancd a Vg,
tech-savvy population.
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THE BEST OF THE REST
Housohold sector Investment
China expands UK investors add
consumer irade-  S$34bn to stocks
inscheme in2021
China added more home UK imvestors added a record
appliances to the list of £27.2 b1l crw €554 blllbo) to
products thal can be used Ut stosclk holdings m 2024,
in its consumer trade- funds metwork Calastone s
i scheme and will offer on Wednesday, as a surge
subsicdies for additional i investamels i index-
chigrital poaowds this vear., tracker funds dominatbed.
Microwave ovens, water Thee neert imflows imvto
purifiers, dishwashing equities topped the previous

B, o e

e
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Mordor Intelligencs forecasts that Oman's resbdentinl renl sstate sector will grow at & compound annusl rate of 9,19 percent A-E/F e

Nirmal Narayanan Foyacdh

Oman’s real estate
market continued its
npward momentum in
2024, with transaction
values surging by 28.1
]]EIEEI'II YEar oo Year,
reaching 3.13 billion
Omani rials ($5.135
billion) by November,
according to officlal data.

Figures from the WNational
Center Tor  Statistics and
Information revealed that
gales contracts in the secior
mmereased by 30 percent
annually, totaling 1.1 billion
rials for the same period.

The number of transac-

tions also rose by 1.8 percent,
reaching 61,552 deals, as

reporied by Oman News
AFency.
This sirong performance

Omans property market
orows 28% to reach $8.13bn

Government reforms, foreign investment drive sector’s expansion

refllects growing optimism
in Oman’s properly markel.
Market intelligence . firm
Mordor Intellicence forecasts
that the residential real estate
secior will grow at a compound
annual rate of 9.15% percent,
expanding from 5438 billion
inm 2024 to $6.8 billion by 20329,

To support the sector's
growth, the Omani govern-
ment has introduced varioons
initiatives, such as relaxing
property  ownership regula-
tions for foreign investors and
providing tax incentives for
real estate developers.

Oman's population reached
a.27 million in January 2025,
with expatriates comprising
over 43 percent of the total,
ar 2.28 milllon people, This
signilicant expalriale presence
has been crucial i driving
demand for both residential
and commercial properiies,

TTTGHLIGHTS

#® Sales contracts in
the sector increased
by 2.1 percent annually,
totaling 1.1 billion rials.

& Data indicated a 44.8
percent year-on=year
increase in the value of
mortgage contracts.

& Swap contracts also saw
growth, with 1,223 deals
by the end of Novambaer.

particularly In urban centers,
Oman Vision 2040, the
country's long-term  develop-
ment strategy, emphasizes the
importance of sustainability
and  Innovation in shaping
the luture of the real estate
market,

Further data from NCSI
indicated a 448 percent

VEAr-On-yeir Increase |[n the
value of morlgage conlracts,
which reached 2.0 billion rials
in the first 1l months of 2024,

However, the number of
mortgage contracts decreased
by 12.2 percent, falling from
21,461 to 18,846 in the same
pericd, Swap contracts also
saw significant growlh, with
1,223 deals wvaloed at 12.4
million rials by the end of
Nowvember, marking an 1K1
percent increase compared 1o
2023,

Meanwhile, the total numbser
of property issuances stood at
210,483 by November 2024,
reflecting a slight 3.4 percent
decline compared to the same
pericd in the previous year.
Naotably, properties issued to
citizens of the Gull Coopera-
trom Council countries saw a
5.5 peroenl annual increase,
reaching 1,325 units,

ADNOCL&S
acquires
80%of
Navig8 for
SLO1bn

MNour El-Shavesr &t

LUAES ADNOC Logistics  and
Services boosts its global position
with the SLOE hilkiogy acopuaisition
of an 80 percent stake m Navigs
TopCo Holdings Inc., strength-
ening ils stafus o= a promminent
plaver in  energy mantime

Iransportation.

The transaction also inchades
a  ocontraclual commilment o
acouire the remaining 20 percent
by mibd- 2027, positioning ADNOC
L&S for expanded global opera-
tions and increased shareholder
valuwe

NavigB, a prominent interna-
tional shipping pool operator
and commercial  manapement
company, brings a modemn-
owned fieet of 323 tankers and an
established presence i 15 cites
acoss five continents,

“The ocompletion  of  this
landmark acquisition s a signif-
cant milestone in our transfor-
mustional growih strategy,” zaid
Abdulkareem Al-Masakbd, CEOQ of
ADNCL L&S,

“By mtegrating Navigh's exten
sivie fleet and global presence, we
cal enhanoe our service offerngss,

generating substantial value For
customers  ad  shareholders.
This strategic move unlocks
new opportunities for commer-
cial growth and expansion into
new  markets, reinforcing  our
poition as a leading glohal energy
maritime kogistics company,” he
atdded. The remainimg 20 percent
will be acquired inm 2027 for
deferred consideration ranging
from 5335 million to 3450 million,
depending on  eamings  before

This strategic
oy e unloclos new

oppartunities for

commercial growth
and expansion into ’

new markets.

A b uil b i Fri

Al-Masabd
D00 LSS OED

iterest, taxes, depreciation, and
amortization performance during
the InteTim
Nicolzs Busch, CEO of Navighs,
expressed  enthusiasm for  the
deal, stating, “We are excited
o join forees with ADNOC LES
anc the wider ADNOC Group,
This achievement highlights the
excepticnal efforis of the Navigh
team over the past two decades,
setting the stage for this next
phase”
The acquisition s

r expected 1o deliver

immediate  finan-
cial benefits, with
ADNOC L&S
prajeciing a 20
percent
Il CATTURNES PRt
1 share by 2025
" compared to
2024,

iINRH R

machines and rice cookers
will be included in the trade-in
=Cheme for home appliances
this year, according lo a
diocument issued by the top
state planmer amd the Finamce
Ministry on Wednesday,
Cellphones, tablet computers,
amart watches and hracelets
uvcder &, 000 visan coubd gel
15 percent subsidies. Reuters

highest mark of £15.8 bllion
sl [ 2021, with surging
inflows into passive products
behind the joump, ap rom L8
billion of mflows in 200,
The popularity of index-
iracking products olfered by
the likes of LS investmend
elanis BlackRock and Vanguard
has been reshaping the
investmient industry Reuters

Chart of

THE DAY

In 2023, Chéna recorded the
highest nstalled renewnble
enargy capacity glabally.

Hogrng: Cratistn

RENEWABLE ENERGY

CAPACITY 2023 in G
L5 4
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Moment of Lift

MELIMDA FRENCH GATES

Ini this candid and inspiring
book, Malinda Gates traces
her awakening to the link

batweaan womean's

empowerment
and the health of

goodreads.com.

Economy

German
industrial orders,
retall sales drop

Grerman industrial orders
and retall sakes unexpectedly
fell in November, relgniting
recession [ears after the
curceonc’s largest economy
barely grew in the thivd quarter.

Indusirial orders declined
Sck percent Mrom the previows
manth on a seasonally and
cilendar adpested basis,
the federal statistics affice
sxict on Wednesday.

Analysts polled by Reuters
had forecast no change.
Carsten Brzeskl, globxal hewd
of macro at ING, said weal
arder books and =till-high
inventories did ot bode well
for mduwsirial production over
the coming months. Rewters

THE
W O ML E HT,
sociaties, says a "-.,_1 D F
review published on LIFT

She shows soma of the
treamendous opportunities
that axist right now to
'turhn—:hnr‘ﬂu'
change. And she
provides simple and
effective ways eaach
one of us can makes
a differenca.

£

Bulllan

Gold up as focns
shifiste US
Jobs report

Lzodd prices edged up on

Wednesday, as Focus shifted o

a key 118 jobs report due lter

this week that coukd influence

the Federal Reserve's rate path.
sSpot gold rose 0L

percent at 32 653,04 per

ounce, as of 0844 GMT.

US gold futures remained

unchanged at 5266670,

Reeping zains in check,
the 1% dadbar stood tall on
Wednesday after strong US
data drove a spike in yvields
and pared some beis on
Federal Reserve rate culs,

LIS jodb openings rose (o
5098 milhon in November,
surpassing forecasts.

Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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We are proud to support the
Kingdom's Vision 2050 and to
contribute to the development of o

more robust mental health ecosystem.

hbcdallnh Hamed

A e Heaa O e Phadine
RS A El i el |'E_-"'I|'I-H'

Antananariva,  Uee  capital  of
Madapascar, blends nich hastory,
cultural diversity, and modermiza-
ton. Known for its hills adormed
with traditional Malagasy hotises
and colorful markel stalls, the
cily'scharm is captivaling. Among
its miost dynamic arcas is the Tana
Waterfront District, a centerpicce
af the citys evolution, combindng
commerce, entertainment  and
lieoary living along the serene
Lake Masay.

[n thizs vibranl district sand
the Radisson Blu and Radisson
Tambohao Hotel Antananarvo
Waterfront. Owmned by local
stakehobders  Feride and  Ere
Hassanaly of Talys Group and

The Sawh Collee Company,
wholly owned by the Public
[nvestmient Fund, has launched
its second annal Saudi Sip of
Excelence Competitbon, where
Sauch coffes farmers will comps{e
for a gramd tedal priee pood of
SRZ40 D00 (563 000),

Held n partnership wiath the
global nonprofit  Alllance for
Coffee Excellence, the compe-
tition is designed to educate,

empower, and reward coflee
[armers  [om Saudi  Arahia’s
soartherm  region. This  vear,
entrants  from  Jazan, Haha,

Muhayil Asir and Hijal Almaa will
el a platform to showcase thely
[ihest green oolles amd brews, loa
pane] of internatronal judges from
Alllance for Coffes Excellence,
whose experts hail from leading
markets hike Brazil, Nicaragua,
the UK and UL, Canada, Belgium,
Australia, and Japan.

Through careful inspection and
evaluation of a 25-Kg sample from
each conlender over a onc-month
period, the jury will select 12
winners from the parficipating
cities, The prizes for the top
three positions in each city are:
SRS, 000 for first place, SR1S,000
for second place and SRI0.000
[or third place. The competi-
tion will also award cash prizes
o the fourth- and fifth-place

Bochringer Ingelheim, one of
the worlds leading pharma-
ceutical compankes, signed A
memaorindum of understanding
with the Saudi Health Council to
reasscss mental health policies
and enhance related scrvices in
the Kingdom. The Mol ! wassigned
on D, 12, 20024 by D, Mushabsahb
Al-Assird, acting director general
of health economics and policies
at SHC, amd Abdallah Hamed,
eneril manager and head of

Or

RESS RELEASES
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managed under the prestpgons
Radisson brand, these hotels
epitomize modern sophistication
and Malagasy hospitality. They
offer a gateway 1o explore both

Artananarivao
Waterfront
epttomizes
me=darn
sophistication
wnd Malngasy
.i hospitality,
: and offers o
Entavway to
4 8

VIBERANT DESTINATION

Radisson offers gateway
to Antananarivo’s charm

The Rodisaan
Biu Hotal

wiplare tha city,
&

—

-
the culiural nchness |;.F.-
of Antananarivo and

the  cosmopod-
itan  vibrancy

af  the Tana

-

Waterfmonl, making them ideal
for explorers amd business
travelers alike.

Locatedd near the Ankoron-
diramno baesiness district, Radisson
Bl Antananarive  Waterlront
15 a serende mereal for profes-
sionals and  loisure  travelers,
Combining contemppsorary design
with comfort, it offers sivlish
rooms and thoughitful amenites,
ensuring  produc-

tivity  amdd  relax-
atlon, The  hotel
fealufes a4 range

ool proomimaodda-

EROTIS, Eronm
sfandard  rooms
i the opailesst

EMPOWERING LOCAL FARMERS

‘Sip of Excellence Competition’ to recognize Saudi’'s best brews

P

This year, entrunts from Jazon,
Boha, Muhayll Asir and Rijad Almaa

will get a piatform to showoase
their fimest gre-en coffee and brews.

winners from each city, encour-

aming  meaningful
participation,
In  acdition to
rewarcls, Ehe:
COMneCks

widespread

mmcdwlary
competition
winmers with larger

markeiz through new networks
io importers, exporters, auctions,
showcases, and outhets.

“This year marks a significant
expansion for the competition,”
saidd Khalid N. Abu Theeh, CEOQ

STRATEGIC COLLABORATION
Boehringer Ingelheim, SHC join forces to enhance mental health services in KSA

human pharma Sawdi Arabia, Gulf
and East Africa at Boehringer

Ingelheim, duning an  official
CETENMINY,
The  stratepic  partnership

seryes as a platform for the
exchange of global expertise o
foster inmovation and bring the
latest research and mental health
treatment models to the forefmont
of Saudi Arabia’s mental health
sirategy, The agreement §5 a tesda-
ment 1o the commtment of the

HIGHLIGHT

The partnership highlights the
importance of collaboration
between public and private
sector antities to achieve
common goals and advanoe
naticnal agendas.

SHC and the Saudi government
to prioritize mental health in line
with Vision 2030, which alms to
improve healthcare services For
the cilizens and residents of the
Kingdom.

Hamed =aid: “At Bochninger
Ingelheim, we continuously Lok
i strengthen our ollaboritive
efforts with the public sector (o
create  science-based  solubions
that  =uppart  patients,  thedr
families and healthcare systems

presidential suite, each thought-
fully decorated with modemn
sophistication. Guests  enjoy
seamless service, making  the
Raclizson Blu a perfect blend of
luxunry and practicality,

Beyvond s rooms, the hotel
offers inviling spaces for work
and conmection, excellent dining
options, and attentive service,
creafing an environment where
puests can recharge, oconnect,
and thrive. The sigmatare restau-
rant Firelake = a grill house
and sealood haven that invites
diners on a captivatimg sensory
joumey. Located on the eighth
floor, it offers stunning views
anel a warm, vibranl atnwosphene.

of Sauchi Coffes Company, “With
the involvement of more cities,
more farmers, and a greater focus
on every aspect of production,
we hope events ke this will help
elevate quality Saudi coffes on the
global stage while empowering
ot local farmers™

By hedpang Sauddi farmers reach
giobal industry standards for high
quality coffee, the competition
supparis Saudi Coffee Company's
elfforts o empower the wider
secior,

After careful cxamination of
their crop, farmers can engage
with industry experis (o receive
canstructive feedback on factors
stiich as soll and water quality,
implementing the right fertilizer,
picking and pruning practices,
securing ools and mirestrsciuce,
obMaining commercial  records
and licenses, and building out
their wehsites, marketing,
packaging, and hranding,

With itz focus on improving Lhe
guality of Arabica green coffee in
the southem region, the compe
tition is keen to ddentify the next
greal  specialty Skl eoffees,
Farmers '|I._I!-i|!|'i:|l.j.: 13 |IiII1iI'i]:'-?I|I'
should submit entry forms and
I-kg coffee samples — the last
clate of submission being Jan, &
Selected farmers will be asked to
submit a3 25 kg samphe by Jan. 15.

in the communitics we serve
Dur most recent collaboration
with the Saudi Health Coumncil
I.I||I:|-E'|.'!-i|'l:l|:l'l'.'li CHET |:-::-|:||.I1|i||!||1_'1|I [E
advancing mential health aware-
ness, edwucation, and treatment
opbons in Saadi Arabia. We are
provid to support the Kingdom's
Vislon 2030 and to contribute
i the development of & more
robust mental health ccosystem
that addresses the necds of the
COmmrmumty.”

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Annunl Event

AppGallery

Gamers Cup
concludes in Doha

AppGallery Gamers Cup
delivered an unforgetiable
gaming spectaclk: as paming
enthusiasts from across the
region gathered for the first
thime al the Diasit Disha Hotel
[or an exciting towrnament
With a prize pool of $20,000,
the event was a landmark
relebration of gaming talent,
stratesy, and community,
The AGC — Top Batile
Hovale towrnament, held
tnder the puidance of Qatar
Esports Federation, browghi
together top-tier playvers and
passionate fans, offering an
imrersive experience that
showcased AppGallery's
commitment to fosterng
paming cxcellence in the
Middle East. The venue
barzzed with energy as play-
ers competed for their shane
of the prize pool and the
championship title.

Threat Protection

Combatting Al
cyberthreats a

priority: study

As concerns aboul the use of
Al im cyberattacks increase,
companics worldwide are
racing to balster their cyber-
SECUryY sirateges, A eapd-
g o a Raspersky survey,

[ a new study, the cyberse-
curity company revealed that
8% percent of I'T and informa-
thon security professionals in
Saudi Arabia expect the wse
af Al by malicbous actors to
excalate over the pext two
years. This growing threat
1= prompling organizations
to prioritize cyber defense
expertise, with many turning
to cybersecurity vendors
Far specialized suppoart and
Lradringe,

Talent Developmant

Egypt to equip
youth with
freelancing skills

Ezypls Information Technol-
oy Industry Developrment
Apency has linnched TTIDA
{Figs, i pew imiatve designed
to enhance the freelancing
sleills of voung Egyvplians. The
program tangels training and
equippang 20,000 university
students and fresh graduates,
empowering them to succeed
i the freelance market by
improaaing teeir capabilibes
and increasing their chances
of securing freclance opgsor-
furities.

The imtative comes In
partnership with EYouth, an
Eoypiian edtech staroup with
A strong feotpring across the
Micledle East and Afnca,



Rophinha soys Barcalona ure determined to
repay local fans for their suppert by winming
the Supercopn de Espana in Jeddah. |

ARAE NEWS Thursday, January 8, 2025

meS Ot News

CHRICKE]

Fakhar Zaman eyes international return

Hundred percent, [ will play for Pakistan again, says 54-year-old top-order powerhouse

Arab Mews Ducal

Pakistan top-order
powerhouse Fakhar
Zaman is getting ready for
the DF World ILT20 with
the Desert Vipers, but he
helieves he still has plenty

to offer Paklstan.

The 3-vear-old has not plaved
for his country gince the FCC T20)
Warld Cup in June of 2024, bt
hi= (ol the Yipers Volces podcast
hiz has nod turmed the page on his
intermational career.

"Hundred percent 1 will play
for Paklstan {agaim)” he suid,
*Actually, many peogle do ot
know aboaut that, but after the
T20 Warld Cup T got sick and
because of the medical condition
[ was nod B, so [ was nol a part of
the team.

“But noww | recovered a 100
percent, and you will see me
in the next international serjes
which Pakistan play="

Tht next major  white-ball
touwrnament for Pakistan is the
[CC Champions Trophy 2025,
hosted by Pakistan, and it 15 an
event that in 20007 s=aw Zaman
announce himsell on the world
sfape, with a match-winning 100

against India in the final ot The
Cval m London.

“My plan has been around the
Champions Trophy {in 2025," he
sardel, T olbd ot play in the Australls
toar oF in the South Alrica tour, so
my wihle plan was just to play
the Champbons Trophy (o make
myvsell avaikable and to be fully fil
for the tournament.

"That was in the back of my
mind, and I am thankful, and 1 am
lncky 1o be it right now, 1 started
[roin the Champions Troghy 20107
and that went reatly well for me
and now [ am very exciled for the
next edition also.”

Incumbsent Paldstan  opener
Saim Ayvub was recently impured
during Pakistans tour to South
Africa, potentially opening up a
spol for Zamar. Bul the Pakistani
batier sl he expected to stay
with the Desert Vipers for the
whole tourmameni while wishing
for Avulb's speedy recovery.

“T hope and 1 belbeve that he
Wil recover gquickly, and 1 was
thinking vesterday to call Saim
just to talk o lim about this
njury;” he said. “"Belbeve me, he
is such a great player that if he
continues io play for the next four
o Flve vears, he will b at the top
anel he will be amongst the top

bL o illpg _ni
asharqcom @ ® 0 0 O &

ecltedd ancl, to be honest, T was
supporiing this team even before
[ was a part of
this, so [ am

faghly aboanl thes beam, the envimn-
ment, the mamagement, the way
they play the criclket and the way
their mindset 57 he said.

FASTFACT

The J4-year-old has not played

for his country since the ICC “So, when I got the offer, UiPes: really excited

T20 w:ﬂdliu:;ll; ;:::I“f' without any  discussion 1 o be |here

S e with anyone, I said ‘yes, amd 1 am very
“ﬂ Eﬁdm he 'Ef'g'm.r' T waortilel bowe to play o happy.

::l:umn'hm:ln.l' : Pﬂf:r::;“ ) il team. L Zaman has more

"Twas really =T : than 5000 inter

SR national runs amd

three players in the world? / B over 000 mns in

FAman was a top target for the
Diesert Vipers” Director of Crickel
Tom Mowody or this vear’s
tournament in the UAE, with
the Australia ICC Cricket
World Cup winner calling
the left-hander a troe
match-winner.”

From ZAman’s perspeec-
e, the opportimity o
link up with the Desert
Vipers required little thoushi.

"There are many Pakistani
players who have played for the
Desert Vipers incheding Shadab
Khan, Shaheen Shah  Afndh,
Azam Khan and Mohammad
Amir. And they talk really

Fakhur Lxmsn of the Desert
Vipers hos not given up on
an international retum with
Paklstmn. Somolied

Twenty20 cricket, bt

although lwe s best known

% an opener, he has batted

. rom one o six for Pakastan

ko { in the shortest nterna:

> ol Format,

l‘ﬁl | Aned although he wants

¥ I toopen, heis willing to shol

Y in anvwhere. “Of course,

iy prelerence s .|||1.'|.'4|}':-: lia

open for any team, like if 1

play in the T20 maiches or

H-over games, but you know

it also depends on the team
recpuirement)” he sald,

“In Fikistan we have three
of the best players in the world
in HBabar Axzam, Mohammad
Bizwan and Sum Avub, so
somctimes | feel lucky to be
in the team even if 1 am nod
able to make my place in the
LA as & O neT.

%

Y 3

WASHINGTON REPORT

yiai Liy @n

,.'!"“
el
l[_[[-'_"l'l'”!l If

m 'Y ._"I'- ':

TR

“If the team has faith in me ancd
they want me to bat at number
four or five, so that totally makes
semsé, because for me the team is
always first and 1 play wherever
the team wanis me (o play, bt |
always prefer to open.”

Looking ahead o the DP World
ILT2H), Zaman sakl that while he
was relishing plaving with every
single member of the Yipers
squad, there was one player in
particilar that he could mot walt
i Hime gy adomgesiche.

"1 Enow he does not knoay
about 1, but [ am very excited o
play with Sherfane Hutherford
becawse he is one of Lthe bes
cricketers i the T20 formeat and
I really enjoy secing him batting™
b bl

“1 am very excited to be part of
this team, and [ want 1o share the
crease with him. He is one of the
best players, so [ am very excited
i play with that guy."”

And as for the
for the team In the upooming
ioarrnanent, Zaman sadd he was
confident the group would be
successiol,

"I vou sec our team, the team is
very balanced.” he said. "We have
a g mix of voung plavers and
experienced players.”

prospects

| |I|= II

I

Gl




16

‘When | did “Midsommar,” | defintteky
felt like | nbused myself in the places
that | got mysalf to go’ Flamsnes Pugh
asdd of the pepeholagical tall of the

harrar film during a recent Interview an
the "Redgn with Josh Sméth’ podcoast

TheSix
IPALF award

The 2025 International Prize
for Arabic Fiction long list
features 16 novels vying for

e S50, 000 avward.

—

“The Stolen Novel”

Thas noved is by Egyvplian author
and sporis doctor Hasan Kamal
writer wha s known for his award-
winning short stores ke “Koshary
Misr™ amd “Traces on Glass”

“The ¥Yalley of
the Butieriflies

The novel is by Iragi writer Azher
Jinees, Renownied for his satirical
stvie, he gained acclaim with his
2005 short story collection “Above
the: Land of Black”

‘Happy Dreams’

[n addrtion {0 his ook “Happy
Dreams,” Ahmed Al-Malawany, an
avard-winning Egyptian suthor,
k% bonoam Tor “ Fens Must Tde™ and

“The Fabrica™

"My Life Has
Just Begun'

sumar shihada, writer of this
nowvel, §sa Syrian anthor who
wiody the Taveb Salil Awarnd
for "Cornfields™ (2016 and the
Naguib Mahfouz Award for
“Abandonment” (20021).

“The French Prisoner’

Ean D, st al = The French
Prisomer,” is a Symian Kurdlish peost
ared writer, known for novels in
Rurmanji and Arabic, many of
wiich explore the: Syrian civil war,

‘Hedress ol the heys”

This book ks by Savsan Janail
Hasan, wheo ks a Syrian novelist and
doctor,. She alse authored “Silk of
Derkness" and “The Scavengers”
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CLOSE UP

Model Roz spotted
on Netflix reality show

Arab News Doioal

Los Angeles-based Sandi
Influencer Model Roz made

a surprise appearance in
season three of Netflix's
gossip-lilled drama show
“Dubai Bling,” which
premiered on Jan.8.

The model, who goes by he
ofline montker and boasts 15,2
million Instagram (ollowers,
shared a short clip of her cameo
om social media.

In the video, Mahira Abdel
Aziz, the Emirati Egypaian
rewonmer o the showy, intro-
duced Roz to the cast, saving,
"Ladies and pentlemen, all the
way from LA ... Roz, We are
happy to have her here in Dubai”
Roz responded by bowing grace-
fuelly and thanking the cast for
thir warim welbeoame.

“Welcome to Dubal,” acdedd
Zeana Khoury, a real estate
agent and founder of the fashion
brand 1 Am The Company.

“Tis my Iirst nme in i,

o all of you need to show me
around,” Roz rephied with a
wEriilis,

The scene then shifted to Roz
sitting with Loujain Adada as
they had their makeup touched
i,

Koz selzed the monent o
ask, “Whal happened the olther
tay in the fitting? 1 heard vour
vidoes and sensed some siress.”

Adada brushed off the
[JUESTIORN, SayInE “SIness
Nothing happened. | don't think
it CONCETNS VLl in any way, so
clon worry.”

Roz responded quickly, “Yes, 1
stay away from these things”

“I'm telling vou now, don't be
a #ossip. 1 really hate that kind
of stuff ™ Adada cantioned,

Koz clarilied: 11 ol R
thing. | just wanted o make
sure everything is okav”

The program has been praised
by crilics for its abality (o afiract
a mitdticultural andience due
b ifs diverse cast, as well as
merging English and Arabic

INTERVIEW

dialosue, often in the same
genfence.

Season three of = Dubal Bling™
Festuires a mix of returming
cast members, new faces and
notable departures. Familiar
faces such as Adada, Khoury,
Mona Kattan, Ebraheem
Al-Samadi, Safa and Fahad
Siddigui, Farhana Bodi,
Aarwan Al-Awadhi (12 Bliss),
and Danya Mohammed redum
Loy share their glamoroas Hves.

Joining the cast are media
personality Abde]l Azix and
Iragi singer and actress Jwana
HKarim.

Sandi TV presenter Logain
Crmiran, along with radio host
Kris Fade and his wife Brianna
Fade, have exited the show,

oz shot to fame in 2019
when she modeled for a Victo-
ria's Secret's Fink campalgn.

The models Instagram leed
s littered with photozraphs
of her vanous advertising
campaigns, as well as visits to
many & product launch party
— from NYX Coamsetics evenis
tor TikTok gatherings.

Model Ros, pictured at o previous

wwart o the lef, made a swrprise
appearance in season thees of

'Dubal BEng'
Fila/ Gatty Images and Instagrom

LAVERNE
(reorgina

Rodriguez
promoles Saudi

collaboration

Arab Mews Clusa)

Argentindan moce] and reallty
TV star Georgina Rodrigues
took o Instagram to announce
that her debut fragrance collab
oration with Saudi perfunmse
label Laverne s hack n stock.
"SENSE my new perlume
with Laverne is back in stock,”
she posted, alongside a photo
of herself - dressed inan
eyve-catching red dress while
holding the fraprance bottlhe.
O the official website,
the kabel deseribes Sense as
the result of a collaboration
between Dalia Eisem and
Rodriguez that lasted more than
a year and included the creation
of rvore than 740 samples.
“Fipally, Georgina chose
th perfect combination thal
embadies all her feclingsina
periume bodtle,” it said,
€ moting that the fraerance
incladed notes of
blackcurrant,
mandarin,
SR,
cashmere
and orange
hlossom.

RISING STAR
Elvanna liypes up
Coldplayshow in
Abue Dirarhi

Arab News Dubal

Palestinian Chilean singer
Elvanna is excited (o open for
British rockers Coldplay as they
gt reacky to take to the stage in
Al Dhabil, o Jam, 910, 12 and
I+ at Zaved Spotts City Stacliim,

“Still can't believe I"'m opening
for ircoldplay's Music of The
Spheres tour. Abu Dhabi” she
|;'H.I:-.I|'|| (i INstagyarm,

“Yanna Merch coming vour
way soon,” she adoed, crediting
artists Madine CG:hannoum and
Fairdose,

Elvannas formal introduction
to Coldplay took place when she
was invited to collaborate on
thedr track, “We Pray”

Zuma Rivadh ‘feels like a homecoming,’ says Azumi Group CEO

Dalal Awienat [ihn

Eorn in London, coveted
Japanese restaurant Zuma
opeted its doors In Rivadh's
Bing Abdullah Financial Districi
e Wee ks ageo, with Azumi
Group CEOQ Sven Roch telling
Arab News that Saudi Arabia's
capital city was chosen “ because
of 15 cultural importance to the
Bingekom.”

With 15 locations across the
world, this marks Zurma's s
outpost in the Ringoodomm — bt

sawdi foodies are familiar with
the luxury brand, Koch said.

"Since its incepiion in London
in 2002, puests from Saudi
Arabia have been ane of the most
loval Zuma demographics from
aroaind the world. Bringing Lhe
Zuma expericnee to the Ringdom
feels like a homecoming,” he
gaid.

With interactive sushi and
rabata counters offering a [ront-
row view of the artistry and
precision of Zuma’s chefs, the
lzakaya-style restaurant serves

A dish served up ot Zuma Riyadh.

tradditbomal Japanese dishes with
a modern twist

There are a few Riyadh
exclusive items on the meno.
The Ajwa Date and Miso Toffee

Cake dessert comes with sinper
crumbsle, poached pears, and
sweel corm mochi ice cream.

Koch described the interior
of Zuma Riyadh, saving it was
“designed by penowned architect
Noryoshi Muramatsti,

"The space 15 & biend of Middle
Eastern influences and Japanese
design, creating an ambiance
that is baoth loecally insplred and
gplobally sophisticated.” bhe added

In 20025 Rivadh will have
SEverl now ;.'_ltf!-!'l:lll:,'_ Il EernaE-
tonal restaurants including Latin

hotspot Amazonico, Japanes:s
Peruvian eatery Chotto Matte
and Mahan dessert cafe Ciprian
Dol

“Thi=s transformation has
1-:|-:'I|.-.-e'|| ()] |"||:-.I-|-1'|r|;.'_:|. e
vibrant lifestvle, creating a bigeer
demanil for world-class dining
and flavors ... Zuma Rivadh's
et in the Kingdom is a testa-
ment 1o the growing demand for
exceptiond ciming exXperiennces
while also catening to a clientele
that valuex both traditdon and
mnnovation,” saxl Roch



