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~ WEATHER

Generally clear. Cloudy in the evening.
Maximum and minimum temperatures
likely to be around 27°C and 16°C

respectively.

RAINFALL: NIL

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 75% Min. 64%
TEMPERATURE o
Max: 27.2 C Min: 16.3 C
SUN RISES SUN SETS
06:18 hrs 17:07 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
11:25 hrs 08:29 hrs

Full Moon on 14 January

 Full Moon on 14 January
THUMBNAILS

A view of a snow-covered 'Lal Chowk' after
fresh snowfall, in Srinagar on Monday. = An1

Nine Killed in Maoist ambush in Chhattish-
garh: Eight District Reserve Guard (DRG)
personnel and the driver of their vehicle
were killed in a Maoist ambush on the
Kutru-Bedre road in Chhattisgarh's Bijapur
district on Monday. The attack, which took
place near Amboli village around 2:15 pm,
involved a powerful IED blast followed by
gunfire. The team was returning from an
anti-Maoist operation when their vehicle
was targeted, police said. (Details on Pg 8)

Centresupports Kumbh,
not Gangasagarmela:CM

Gangasagaryettobe declaredanationalfair,lamentsMamataBanerjee

RAJIB CHAKRABORTY
GANGASAGAR, 6 JANUARY

hief Minister

Mamata Banerjee

has today criti-

cised Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi's gov-
ernment's policyregarding
Gangasagar, particularly
compared to the attention
lavished on the Kumbh
Mela.

Speaking at Kapil
Muni's ashram on Sagar
Island after offering puja,
Miss Banerjee said that
the central government
shows no concern for the
Gangasagar Mela, whereas
it invests thousands of
crores of rupees in the
Kumbh Mela in Uttar
Pradesh. Shesaid thatthe
state governmentrequires
substantial funds to protect
Kapil Muni's ashram from
seaerosion, but the Central
governmentremains indif-
ferent to this issue.

The Central govern-
mentallocates thousands
of crores of rupees for the
Kumbh Mela. However,
despite more than one
crore people attending
the Gangasagar Mela, it
has yet to be declared a
national fair, she said.
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Accordingto the Chief
Minister, due to the massive
funds allocated to the
Kumbh Mela, people can
directly reach the site via
road or air. However, to
reach Gangasagar, pilgrims
have to cross the river,
whichisveryinconvenient.
Miss Banerjee also
explained howthe admin-
istration and NGOs are
working to assist the general
public. "If my party (TMC)
gains power (atthe Centre)
then Gangasagar Mela will
be declared as national
fair,” she said.

Referring to the Muri-
ganga Bridge, the Chief
Minister said that no one
had thought about con-
structing this bridge before.
Sherecalled aconversation
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with a Central government
minister a few years ago
in this regard, yet the
bridge was not built even
after fouryears. Eventually,
her government took the
initiative to construct it.

Miss Bganjere stated
that despite high costs
and financial constraints,
the construction of the
Gangasagar Bridge is essen-
tial. She said thatsignificant
progress has alreadybeen
made in this project.

According to her, a
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) hasbeen prepared
for the Muriganga Bridge.
However, completing the
construction will take four
years and require an esti-
mated budget of Rs 1,500
crore.

@ |

Prsented by:?-;:,, _

= Sponsors

Mamata

asks people
not to panic
over HMPV

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GANGASAGAR, 6 JANUARY

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Monday
advised people not to
panic over reports of a
Human Metapneu-
movirus (HMPV) case
turning up in Kolkata.
“In Bangalore, two
cases have beenreport-
ed. Here, we are yet to
detect any such case.
Our chief secretary has
already held a meeting
and taken precautionary
measures," Miss Baner-
jeetold reporters at the
Kapil Muni ashram here.
“We donothave any
such alerts in this con-
nection (HMPV cases).
In case there are any, |
will let you know. Our
government is always
serving the people; you
have seen that during
the Covid pandemic,”
Miss Banerjee said.
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strengthen nuclear energy
cooperationwith India’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

The United Statesisnowfinal-
ising the necessary steps to
removelong-standingregula-
tions that have prevented civil
nuclear cooperation between
India'sleading nuclear entities
and US companies, USNational
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
said here on Monday.

“The formal paperwork
willbe done soon but this will
be an opportunity to turn the
page on some of the frictions
of the past and create oppor-
tunities for entities that have
been on restricted lists in the
United States to come off those
lists and enter into deep col-
laboration with the United
States, with our private sector,
scientists and technologists to
move civilnuclear cooperation
forward together,” he said. Mr
Sullivanisin New Delhi to hold
talks with National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval on issues
ranging from space, defence,
strategictechnology cooperation
as well as shared security pri-
oritiesin the Indo-Pacificregion.

Mr Sullivan later in the day
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modiandtheypositivelyassessed
the significant advancement
intheIndia-US Comprehensive
Global Strategic Partnership
over thelastfouryears, especially
in the key areas of technology,
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defence, space, civil nuclear,
clean energy, semiconductors,
and Al

In a post on X, Mr Modi
said: “Itwas apleasure to meet
the US National Security Advisor
@JakeSullivan46. The India-
US Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partmership hasscaled
new heights, including in the
areas of technology, defence,
space, biotechnology and Arti-
ficial Intelligence. Look forward
tobuildingupon thismomen-
tum in ties between our two
democracies for the benefit
of our peopleand global good.”

The PM deeply appreciated
aletter from US President Joe
Biden handed over to him by
Mr Sullivan. Mr Modi also reaf-
firmed his commitment to
continue to deepen close coop-
eration between the two democ-
racies for the benefit of the
people of the two countries
and for the global good.

(Exnept Sunday)
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to step down
as Canada PM

AGENCIES
OTTAWA, 6 JANUARY

Justin Trudeau on Monday
announced that he will step
down as Canadian Prime
Minister and Liberal leader
once his party has chosen a
new leader.

Mr Trudeau, who has been
theleader of the Liberal Party
since 2013, and has served
asthe country's PM for more
thannine years, announced
his decision at a news con-
ferencein Ottawa, late Mon-
day evening, India time.

Facingamajorrevoltwithin
his party and a dismal public
opinion polls ahead of this
year's general elections, Mr
Trudeau also asked Gover-
nor-General Mary Simon to
prorogue Parliamentuntil 24
March. “Iintend to resign as
party leader and as prime
minister after the party selects
anewleader," said MrTrudeau.

The Liberal caucus is set
to meet on Wednesday.

Mr Trudeau has faced
mounting challenges, partic-
ularly after Chrystia Freeland's
abruptresignation as Finance
Minister on 16 December.
Ms Freeland publicly slammed
MrTrudeauinherresignation
letter. Earlier, Mr Trudeau's
minority government lost a
critical allyin September 2024
when Jagmeet Singh’s New
Democratic Party (NDP) with-
drew its support.
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RPF seizes drugs: The Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF)
of Eastern Railway of Malda
Division seized narcotics
worth 2.3 crores in a 'Opera-
tion Narcos' initiative. The
operation involved a special
operation on train number
22504, resulting in the
seizure of 461 grams of
heroin valued at Rs
2,30,50,000.

Record freight: The South
Eastern Railway (SER) saw a
1.63 per cent increase in
originating freight in the
first nine months of 2024-
25, loading 156.86 million
tons. The SER also recorded
a 2.17 per cent increase in
originating freight revenue,
with revenue generation
reaching Rs 14216.99 crore.
Other major commodities
loaded during this period
included iron ore, pig iron,
finished steel, cement, food
grains, and fertilizers.

Checking drive: The Howrah
Division of the Eastern
Railway conducted a special
magistrate checking drive
at Howrah station, booking
631 cases for irregularities
like ticketless travel, aiming
to reinforce discipline,
reduce ticketless travel, and
ensure railway regulations
compliance.

Boywithheartailmenttoget
operatedthroughSebaashray

Diamond Harbour MP Abhishek Banerjee took up the matter withtheauthoritiesof Jagannath Gupta
Institute of MedicalSciencesand Hospitaland thesurgery willbe conducted shortly

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 7 JANUARY

he timelyintervention

of doctors at

Sebaashray camp has

saved thelife ofanine-
year-old boy.

The nine-year-old Altaf
Hosen Ghorami had visited
one of the Sebaashray camps
in Diamond Harbour with his
father. The initial medical
reports showed some medical
complications. Examining the
reports, the doctors referred
him to themodel camp, which
hasbeensetat the SDO ground
for advanced diagnosis. The
doctors detected aholein his
heart and this was causing
major problems over the years.
Altafwas found suffering from
Cyanotic heart disease. The
matter was immediately
brought to the notice of the
local MP, Abhishek Banerjee.
Mr Banerjee tookup the matter
with the authorities of Jagan-
nath GuptaInstitute of Medical
Sciences and Hospital and
the surgerywill be conducted
shortly.

Mr Banerjee assured that
all the medical expenses will
be provided to the boy, includ-
ing the surgery.

Meanwhile, a 70-year-old
person Hossain Mollick, who
had fainted at one of the med-
ical campsyesterday, isrecu-
perating at a state-run hos-
pital.

Fortyone camps have been
set up in the area that fall
under Diamond Harbour Lok
Sabha seat. The footfall on
day four in these camps is

15,785. A total of 8,467 patients
havebeen treated while 8,108
people were given medicines
free-of-cost. Around 360
patients have been referred
to hospitals.

This is for the first time
when such an initiative has
been taken up by an MP. The
camps will be held in all the
Assembly segments and after
that five day long follow up
camps will be held. There is
overwhelmingresponse from
the people living in the Dia-

mond Harbour Assembly seat,

At Bagda Taj Club
Sebaashray camp, swift
response of the doctors and
volunteers on-site helped
Sadika Sultana, a 9-year-old
girlwho had metwith an acci-
dent. Shewas promptlyreferred
to Diamond Harbour Medical
College forurgent treatment.

Ali Hossein Molla, father
of the girl, said: “My daughter
suffered injuriesin an accident.
We came to Bagda Taj Club
camp from where we were

referred to Diamond Harbour
Hospital where we received
very good treatment. I also
thank the volunteers at
Sebaashray camp for assisting
us promptly.”

Like Sadika, Pritikona Ghosh
and Narain Maity also got
treatment at the medical
camps and expressed their
gratitude for the Diamond
Harbour MP. Puja Mondal
from Mandir Bazaar said,
“Abhishek sir has thought a
lot for us.”

Centre to 1nitiate

tripartite talks
with Gorkhas

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 6 JANUARY

The central government will
soon initiate tripartite talks
involving the Union govern-
ment, the West Bengal gov-
ernment, and representatives
of the Gorkha community.

Darjeeling MP Raju Bista
met with Union home min-
ister Amit Shah in New Delhi
today. Following the meeting,
Mr Bista stated: “Amit Shah
assured me that the central
government will initiate tri-
partite talks with the Bengal
government and the Gorkha
community representatives
at the earliest.”

Mr Bista  further

added:“The Union home
minister reiterated the gov-
ernment's commitment to
resolving all issues affecting
ourregion through dialogue,
adoptingaholisticapproach
that considers the concerns
of all stakeholders.”
Preparations for the con-
tinuation of these talks are
underway by the ministry of
home affairs, with meeting
dates to be announced soon.
Notably, Darjeeling MLA
Neeraj Zimba, recently elected
as Secretary General of the
Gorkha National Liberation
Front (GNLF) on a BJP ticket,
had earlier written a detailed
letter to the Central govern-
ment regarding this issue.

Murder of Malda TMC leader: Political angle suspected

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 6 JANUARY

Several Trinamul Congress
(TMC) leaders have alleged
apolitical motive behind the
recent murder of senior party
leader Dulal Sarkar, alias
Babla, in Malda. Minister of
state for finance and health
Chandrima Bhattacharya vis-
ited Sarkar's widow Chaitali
Sarkar, today to discuss her
concerns about theincident.

Ms Bhattacharya’s visit
was made on the instructions
of chief minister Mamata
Banerjee. During the meeting,
Ms Sarkar expressed her
apprehensionsregarding her
husband's murder, which
occurred in broad daylight,
allegedly at the hands of hired
assailants.

Speaking to reporters after
the meeting, Ms Bhattacharya

said: “A political motive
behind the murder cannot
be ruled out. There must be
a mastermind. Who hired

professionals to killhim? The
police investigation will reveal
the truth.”

She also questioned why
Mr Sarkar’s security was with-
drawn, stating: “I don’tunder-
stand why the police removed
his security. Who gave such
instructions?”

Ms Sarkar, while speaking
to the media, said: “It is
evident who was behind my
husband’s murder. Hisrivals
plotted to eliminate him, but
I will not disclose further
details before speaking to
the chief minister. My son
and I are waiting for justice.
My husband was politically
shortlisted for a higher post,

which mayhave been areason

for his murder.”

Ms Sarkar plans to meet
Mamata Banerjee after com-
pleting her husband’s post-
death rituals.

Malda district TMC pres-
ident Abdur Rahim Boxi hint-
ed ata political motive, saying;
“Dulal Sarkar was not an
ordinary leader. He served
as party president, vice-chair-
man of English Bazar Munic-
ipality and was a councillor
for over 30 years. He was
deserving of the chairman’s
postat the municipality, but
that alone may not be the
reason for his murder.”

“If the police fail to bring
the culprits to justice, our
party will take necessary steps
to ensure punishment,” Mr
Boxi added.

South Malda MP Isha
Khan Choudhury also
demanded swiftaction, stat-
ing: “We never expected a
ruling partyleader to be mur-
dered in broad daylight. The
police mustidentify the cul-
prits without delay.”

Footballer Rabi Hansda excited to get govt job

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 6 JANUARY

Rabi Hansda, the chiefarchi-
tectbehind Bengal's victory
in Santosh Trophy after six
years was given civic reception
by the district administration
here today and he was hon-
oured following tribal rituals
at his native place in Mon-
galkote yesterday.

State animal resources
minister Swapan Debnath,
MILA, Bardhaman (Dakshin),
Khokon Das, DM and SP,
East Burdwan together hon-
oured Hansda at the civic
reception organised by the
zilla parishad at the historical
Town Hall, this afternoon.

Rabi, a centre forward in
Bengal soccer team and a
new star in Bengal football
hails from Mosharu village
in Mongalkote. Chief minister

Mamata Banerjee already
has declared Rs 50 lakh cash
reward for the winning team,
inaddition to agovernment
job for each of the team
members. A delightful Rabi
said: "Form fill up for our
government jobs has already
been completed and we are
instructed to join within a

month." Rabi, as he expected,
will be inducted into the
West Bengal Police services
as a sub-inspector. The SP,
East Burdwan, Sayok Das at
the reception said that Hansda
would be offered a berth
with the police services. He
said: "We'll forward an appeal
before the government to

make Rabi a brand ambas-
sador of the district police."
Rabisaid: "I dedicate my
achievementin Santosh Tro-
phy after my father who'd
passed away a few years
ago." He advised the young-
sters to give up their addiction
to phones and spend more
time in sports grounds.

Stir in Kulti over land acquisition

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KULTI, 6 JANUARY

Kulti MLA Dr Ajoy Poddar
had to face ‘go back’ slogans
when he went to the agitation
sitein Baltaria arearegarding
land acquisition of eastern
dedicated freight corridor
project of the Indian Rail-
ways.

Since morning today, hun-
dreds oflocal people gathered
at the site protesting against
the land acquisition work for
therailways dedicated freight
corridor project and sought
rehabilitation first.

Hearing the news, thelocal
BJP MLA Dr Ajoy Poddar
rushed to the site, but the
protestors chanted go back
slogans and pushed him back.

Member of mayor in-coun-
cil MMIC) of Asansol Munic-
ipal Corporation (AMC),

Indrani Mishra said that about
2,000 peoplelive in the railway
area for over 50 years. Sud-
denly, their lands have been
acquired. Where will they go
now?

She urged the railways to
consider their demand of
rehabilitation in this winter
season on humanitarian
grounds.

As the tension escalated,
jawans of Railway Protection
Force (RPF) rushed to the
site and dispersed both the
two rival groups.

The Ludhiana to Dankuni
dedicated eastern freight cor-
ridor construction work is
now reaching the Asansol
division of Eastern Railway.

So far, no comments from
neither the district adminis-
tration nor the railway author-
ities have been available on
this issue.

Facility to train contract
workers at IISCO steel plant

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURNPUR, 4 JANUARY

Theinauguration of Sambhav
- Capabilityand Competency
Development Centre (CCDC),
firstofitskind in Steel Authority
of India Limited (SAIL) at
IISCO Steel Plant (ISP) in Burn-
pur has been launched to
upskill the contract workers.

Incidentally, IISCO Steel
Plant is all set for the next
phase of expansion.

Adedicated hands-on train-
ing facility for contractual
workforce of ISP, Burnpur
named Sambhav: Capability
and Competency Development
Centre (CCDC) was inaugu-
rated today at the renovated
archaic building of IISCO.

Thefacilityhouses mechan-
ical and electrical workshops
for practical training as fitters,
riggers, welding & gas cutting
technicians and electricians,
with specialisation in main-
tenance, motor testing and
earthing works.

The inauguration was
peformed by Brijendra Pratap
Singh, director in-charge of
(Burnpur and Durgapur Steel
Plant) and graced by the pres-
ence of functional heads,
CGMs, and sectional heads.

It aims to foster skill
enhancement, safety aware-
ness, and multi-skilling, aligned
with our commitment towork-
force development and oper-
ational excellence.

The electrical workshop
hasbeen developedin-house
by the ERS dept team and
the mechanical workshop by
HMM capital repair team.

Town services department
renovated the entire premises
and overall coordination of
setting up and facilities at
CCDCwas done by HR-L&D
Centre team.

“This milestone reflects
our collective vision to build
a skilled, competent, and
future-ready workforce at
ISP,” said Brijendra Pratap
Singh.

Durgapur nurse
found dead in
Deoghar, family
suspects murder

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
ASANSOL, 6 JANUARY

BeautyRana, ayoungnurse
of Durgapurin West Burdwan
District, who has been work-
ingina private nursinghome
in Deoghar district of Jhark-
hand has been found dead.
The family members have
alleged that she has been
murdered.

Since the past three years
shewasworkingin the nurs-
inghomeashead of nursing
staff in the ICU. Her sister
Mousumi Sinha said that
shehadleftbehind herfour-
year-old daughter.

Thevictim’s father went
to Deoghar after failing to
contact her for more than a
week and found that she
was lying dead inside her
rented room and allbelong-
ingshad beenlooted. Mousu-
mi has claimed that she last
visited their home a year
ago and told her family that
she planned to visit again
on vacation in mid Janu-
ary.

Hermother Malati Rana
has alleged that no staff of
the Tridev nursing home is
telling the truth and they
fear that she hasbeen mur-
dered. The nursing home
told us that she was not
comingon dutyand claimed
thatshehad takenleave and
went home.” she said.

“On 21 December, she
had last called us and told
us that she will visit soon.
Her daughter stays with us.
Butsince 22 December her
phone had been switched
off. Beautysaid that she was
havinga fever and her health
was not good. After seven
days we sent her father to
Deoghar to getinformation,”
said her mother Aarti Rana.

The family has urged
Asansol Durgapur Police
Commissionerate to pursue
her case with Deoghar police.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER MOTICE
Bid reference no, WBMSCL/NIT-
GO I00%S, Daked - 03/0172025 West
Bengal Medical Services Corporation
Lid. is inwiting cnline bids far “Repakr &
upgradation work of entira fire fighting
wystem of Debsa 55H.° Last date of
wubmassion of bid (enline) - £1.00.20285
wito 03.00 P M. oF Af pér svallibla 8168
of WHtender portal after 21.01.202%
wio 300 P AL The tender documant can
e downloaded o m
W wbienders.gov.in on or afver 12,00
PM. oon 0F,01.2025. Detalls of the
tender will alsa be avallable at
www.wbhmsc.gov.in Clarification
reqQueints, if any may bg sent o
gecivil@whmyc. gov.in or
infolwbmic.gov.in Sd/- Managing
Director, WEMSCL BCA- TZRALN202S

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Mame of Work : 1. Supply, Fitting, Flxing,
festing and Commissioning of Lead Line
Door and Lead Lining Glass an
Mandigrem Super Speclality Hosplial /
District Hospital, Purba Medinipur (Bid
Ref. No. WEBMSCL/NITSEE[C)-
04,/00 /2024, Dated - 07/001/2035), Last
date of submission;: 14/01/2025 up o
3:00 pom. . Repairing & Restoration of
Existing Fire Protection & Detection
Systemm of Hatuara Super Speciality
Hospita!, under Deben Mahata Govt.
Medical College, in the District of Punulia
[Bid Ref Mo, WHMSCL/MIT/EE(C)
1/002 (2024, Dated - 02/01/3025), Last
date of submission: 21/01,/2025 up to
3:00p.m. The tender document/s can be

and wewnat wikmenders. gov.in portal on or
gfter O7/D1/72025 @10.00A,M
Clarification requests, if amy, please call
033-40340435 or email al
info@wbmsc.gov.ln Sd/- General
Manager, WEMSLL ICA TN NIR03S

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NQTICE

Online Ofers in two folds are eted
from bonafide IRDA spproved insurance
Companies for following tender
Intending bldders may download the
tender document from e-procuramand
portal wew witendergowin on & from
03.01. 2025 st 5. 30FM. Pre bid meating
will be held at Begistensd Offica of The
Wesl Bengal Co-operative Spinmning Mlls
Lid, 451 Akrur Dutts Lans, 2nd Flood, PS5
Muchipara, Kolkata : 700 012 throagh
Zoom Meet {ld & Pasword will be
provided in bidding Document) Tender
Mo & Date 1e-MIT Mo - WECSR/MNIT [0d)
34/34-35 Dated 059,01 2035 Rems
insurance coverage towards fire,
lightning, explosion, riot, sirike, food,
inundation. terrorism,. maliclous
damage,. storm, burglary etc of
bulbdings, plant and machineries and
moveshbe sasets of Splnning MIN EMD
NIl Date & Timing of Pre-bid Mesting
Q012025 st AD0p.m. Lest Dete &
Timing for Bid Subsmdazion @ 27000025
10 5.00p. m. i) Managing Directior

WA T v bads

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER / QUOTATION NOTICE
EE/BSHD/PW.(Roads) Dte. Invites oallne
g-tender for the work of (I) Nandai
Bridge at 53.50 km of S5TEK Road
Bestoration af exlsting distressed
wedring coat under Burdwan South
Highway Diwislan in the district of Purba
Bardhaman during the year 2034-25,
[N Plan) [ 3rd Call]. (1) Constrisction of
Car Parking parding area with paver block
af Mabadwip Inipeckion Bungalow
unded Mabadwip Highway Sub Division
of Burdwan South Highway Division,
PV [Roads) Dte. during the year 20324
2025, ([Mon Plan} [1st Call)
[} Construction of Fencing over
Boundary wall at Mabadwip Highway
Sub Division premises along with
Habadwip Inspection Bungalow under
Mzbadwip Highway Sub Division of
Burdwan South Highway Division,
PW (Roads] Dte. during the year 2024-
2025. [(Mon Plan) (lst Call), Estimate
Amount: Rs. 2579330.00,
Rs 118990000, Rs. 1037263.00. &-NIT
No. 13 of J024-25 {51-1, 2 & 3), Tr. ID
2024 WBPWD_TR4G43 1, 2 & 3. Bid
iubmisslon S5tart Date [online):
20.12.2024 at 1.00 P.M. Bid submission
chosing date [ondine): 140132025 at 4,00
M. Carrigendum If any willl be
puslishad bn wealgite only. Detalls of NLT
and Tender documenis may be
dovenloaded from: hitp://etender.govin
5d/- EE/RSHD/PW.| Roads) Die

A TI13 (V2020
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE
The Office of the Divisional Forest
Offlcer, Warking Plans {Sauth)-1l
Divishon, Bankura imites Tender wvide
Tender MNotlice Neo.
WEBFOR, WP{SHI/DFO/ MIeTDS_3024-25
in connection with DEPS Survey of
Forest Boundary on Cadastral Map of
Bankura (Morth] Division under South
Central Circle, Bid submission start dete
E time from 09/01,/202% at 00:-00 PR
Bid submission end date & time
204011025 at 0100 P.M. Technical Bid
opaning date & time 277012025 &t
03.00 P Financial Bid opening date &
time to be notify later. intereited
aupariencad and rencurcalul
contractors are reguesied to check the
Webslte of Directorate of Foresta, ¢
procursment portal, Government of
Wist Bengal & District Portal, Bankurs
Diistrict, Bankura/ contact the office of
the undarsigned for detalle. Thess
advertlsemants are alio given
www. bankuraforest.in &
www. weithengallorest. gov.in
Sd/f- Dhvisional Forest Officer, Working

Plans{South)-l Dhvision, Bankuwrs

WA T s DL TS
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

PWD TENDER NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
Daspartment of Youth Senvices & Sports
321 B8 D. Bag (South] Standard Budldings
{15t Floor] Kolkata- 700001
e-TENDER NOTICE
Mo, JB1(F5)-YS0/1M-01/3025, Kolkata.
Dated, 3rd lanuvary, 2025,-The
undersigned Invites e-Tender for
undertaking the jobs of Erection of Dais,
Pandal, Sound, Light & Allled ‘Works in
connection with hodding of the State
Level Programme of West Bengal State
Student Youth Festival, 2025 to be
organined by the Youth Services & Sports
Department, Governmant of ‘West
Bengal on 05.02.2025 at 10:00 AM. 1o
O7.02 2025 at the Swaml Vivekananda
Yuba ' Bharati Krirangan, 5Salt Lake,
Enlkata, Detaily are available in websbe

https./ /'whitenders.gov.in Last date of
submmdaslon of bid 15 21.01.2025, 5:00
BM, Sdf- Secretary & EO. Director,
Department of Youth Serdices & Sporta
A= TOZRAP0S

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

TENDER NOTICE

The Office of the Divisional Forest
Officer, Working Plans (South)-ll
Dévision, Bankurz invites Tender vide
Tender Notice Mo, WBFOR WP{S]IL/
DFD/NIETO2_2024-25 In connaection
wiith DGPS Survey of Forest Boundary on
Cadastral Map of Durgapor Division
under South Exst Circle, Bid submiss|on
start date & time from 09701,/2025 at
0100 M, Bid submission end date &
tirme 240012025 at 01:00 P.M. Technlical
Bid opening date & time 27012025 o1
0300 P8, Financial Bid opening date &
time 10 be notity later. |nterested
gnperienced and resourceful
contracion are requeited 0 check the
Webshie of Directorate of Forests, e
procurpment portal, Government of
Wett Bengal & District Portal, Bankura
Dgtrict, Rankurafoontact the office of
the wndersigned for details. Those
advertiiements are alse given
www. bankuraforest,In &
www, westhengalforest.gov.in
54/ Diviional Foregt Officer, Working
Pl [ South )= Division, Bankura,

ICA. TAZ6(2|/2028

Tender |8 herely invitied by the Execwtive Engineer, FWD, Kolketa 1T Diviskon, Main
flock, Ground Floor, Writers' Buildings, Kolkata-700001 from the eligible
contractars for the fallowing werks: 1. "Comprehensive Annual Malntenance of
All in Onie Compater, Printer, Plotter & UPS Tor the ONice O The Superintending
Enginear, Bridge implementation Call (1.0, Cell), PW.Cve. at Bhabani Bhavan, Annex
Bullding (&6th Floor), Allpore, Kolkats-700027 for 01 (One) Year [Job Wo:
KITAOW 247 of 34-25]" e-TENDER Mo, WEPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-235,/T/24-25, Tender
102024 WEMWD_T91744_1. Bid Submilsslon Closing : 08.01, 2025 up to 03,00
B, 2 “Urgent Repair and Renovation of LAN and Voice Network and Allied
Iinfrastricture for Audit Branch, Establishment Branch, Pension cell, Medical Call,
Vigiiance Cell at Khadya Bhawan [Job No: KIT/AW/74 of 24-25].°
e-TENDER MWo. WRAPWD/EEKIT/E-MIT-23&6/T/24-25, Tender (D
2024 _\WBPWD_ 7930611, Bid Submission Closing : 13,01 2025 up to 03.00 P,
3. "Tempoarary Shifting of Ausdio-Video Syitem and Allied Infrasiructure far the
Threa Yirtual Court RBoom and Office of the Assistant Public Prosecutor of The City

session Court, Caleutta |lob No: KIT/OW /248 of 24-25).7

e-TENDER No, WBPWD/EEXIT/E-NIT-237/T/24-25,

Tender 10

2024 _WarwD_ 792475 1. Bid Submission Closing : 08.01.2025 up to 03.00 P
4, “Urgent Provision ol Vides Conferencing Systerm for the Office of the Chisl
Englnesr { HCk, PWE, and Chief Englneer [South fone), PWD Lok No: KIT/OW 249
of 24-25)." e-TENDER Mo, WBPWD/EEKIT/E-NIT-238/7,/24-25, Tender ID:
J0Ed WEPWD_ 7RG 1, Ad Submission Closmg © 09.001.2025 up oo 0E.00 P,
5. "Supply, Installation, Testing and Comimissioning of Centralifed Puldic Address
Syatem In PSW, Murshidabad Medical College & Hospital, Berhampeare,
Murshidabad, [lob Mo KIT/OW/ 250 of 20-25]° o-TENDER Mo, WEPFYD/EEKIT/E
MIT-2358) T/ 34-25%, Tender ID; 2024 WBEPWD_FaiTdaa L. Bid Subrmisshen Cloging

QF DL 200 % upta D0 OO B M, Sal Bopcutive Engineer, Kolkata | T Qivislan, PYE

epaper.thestatesman.com

FoA: TI0EE 203N

L3l TS -Li‘. ...:ru....r_--
NieT is hereby indited by Eoecuolive
Engineer, Howrah Divislon, PHE. Die
vide Bef; No, WRPHED/LL /MDD NieT-
46 OF 2024-25, Memo No- 13HD
Dt: 0AM1/303%. Details will be

avallable in the webiite whlender
gav.in and whphed. gov.in. Last date
of application is 2O0ML1202%

Sd/f- for Executive Engineer,

Howrah Division, PH.E. Die.
ICA- THORERI TaTS

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
PWD TENDER NOTICE
Executive Engineer-l, Burdwan Divisian,
P, Directorate imvites ondine e-tender
for 1 [Two) Nas. works vide N.L.e.T No,:
15 of 2024-2025. Bid Submission Start
Date [(Online) : 0R.0L2025 from 2:00
PM. Bid Submitsion Closing Dato
[Onfine] ; 14.00.2025 upto .00 P.M.
Corrigendum If any will be published In
webiite only. Detalls of N.LeT and
Tender Documents may be downloaded
from: https://whtenders.gov.in
Sdf- Ewecutive Engineer-l, Burdwan
Division, PW. Dite. ICA- T29R12)/ 2028

WEST BENGAL AGRO INDUSTRIES CORPORATION LTD.

(A Govt. Undertaking)
_J Registered Office: 218, Netaji Subhas Road, 3rd Floor

Kolkata-700001
MNotice Inviting Tender and Time Extension for Bid submission

1. Wlaf-229 to 231 / 2024-2025 are invited by lhe Executive Engineer, on
behalf of West Bengal Agro Indusines Corpn. Lid | 23B, Metaji Subhas
Rioad, 3nd Floor, Kodkata- 700001 from bona fide and resourceful Agencles
for completion of Civil & Electncal works at Malda, Madia and Hooghly

Chstrict Tender documenit

from

may he downioaded

hitp:/iwhienders.gov.in Bid submission start dale 07-01-2025 afler 3-00
AN, Bid submissson end date: 13-01-2025 and 21-01-2025 up to 3-00 P.M.

2 The last date of submiss:on of tenders has been exiended by The
Exgcutive Engineess, West Bengal Agro Industnes Corparation Lirmibed

which ara as follows. MNieT-208 | 24-25 Gr

Mo, 01 o 5 Tender 1D

2024 WBAIC TRSBEZ 1 10 5 for the Dstrict of Jalpaigun has been
pxtended for bid submission closing to 07-01-2025 up 1o 3-00 P.M.

Date: 08-01-2025

Sdi- Exacutive Engineor

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY

DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

WEERIL

(& Govt: of West Bengal Enterprise)
Hega, Ofice - Vidyut Bhavan, Boch-00 Sectnel, Bidianssge, Kalata-700 097
CIM MO IOWHZ00/SG01 13473, whww whibdt |n
WBSEDCL invites e-Tenders as follows:

(1} NIT No.: ZM/S1G e-Tender/2024-25/33, Dt 31.12.2024 of the Zonal Manager, Siliguri
Done, WBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: ¥ 10,3602 for "Construction of botmdary femcng and a
(o Rpom-cum-Sectirity (ffice/Contral Room af Silkgud Zonai Sare, WESEDCL'

(2) NIT Mo.: KD/E-TENDER/MAT/24-25/1794, Dt.: 31122024 of the Divisional Manager,
Kakdwip Diviskon, WESEDCL. Estimated Cost: 19 58 800/~ For"Supmly & defivery of 1) Raychem
ke 33 kY OV0 HS Ter, k. For 36400 sqmm XLPE cable & () Raychemmake 33 k¥ STTHR. HSINT
Far 38400 sq o £LPE cable o Kakdwip Oivisional Store under Kakdwip Qivision, WESEDCL,

{3} NIT Mo.: AM/24PNR/Ciwil 2024-25/17, D2 31.12.2024 of the Regianal Manager, Narth
24 Parganas Region, WBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: 2 7,70,867.53 for ‘Construction of unmanned

Sanb-Station of Dwidull (Mingaigma) eeder Basichat Divistan of Narth 24 Parganas Reglon,

WESEDCL

(#) NIT Ne.: RM/DR/CIVIL/e-Tender/ 2024-25/05, Dt.: 31.12.2024 of the Regional Manager,
Darfeeling Regéon, WBSEDCL, Estimated Cost: T 7,15,470/- for "Development of bove well and
timking of sbmigrsibie pimp neay 6" Type Quarler of B wieinity of KNG fnside the Poiwer Howse

Complex under Stigued Town Division, WESEDCL

(5) NIT No.: RM/HG/ELECT/TENDERS2024-15/33, Dt.2 31.12.2024 of the Regional Manager,
Hooghly Reglon, WESEDCL. Estimated Cost: ¥ 582,710/ for "Supply of materials & lectricol
anceaed wiring wonk with instalation of Distribution Panels, lghts, fans, power poimts, yord
fghiing, qurie hgiting e, or 5L incusirie! Paek Sub-Station, Belmir wnder frakeswar Division of

Hooghly Regron, WESEOCL,

(6) NIT Mo.: IM/SLG/e-Tender/ 2024-25/34, Dt 31122024 of the Tonal Manager, Siliguri

Zone, WBSEDCL, Estimated Cost: 7 5 20 684/~ for 'Renovation & beautification waorks af Jon/
Marndger Juarter indiple Power House Compad, 7 Mite, Sévoke Rogd, Sl 34001!

4 Prrganas Region, WESEDCT,

For detaily, it hitpas hwhienderi. gov.in & wisw.whiedd, ln

{7) NIT Mo.: RM/ZAPNRSCivil2024-2518, Dbt 31.02.2004 of the Hegional Mansger, North
24 Parganas Regian, WESEDCL. Estimated Cost: ¥ 5,08, 308.83 for “Comstruction of new bay
anel other ol works af Dargeoas 3371 kY Sib-Station dnder Barrackpore Division of Norbh

ICA- TR0 L3038
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Bengal fishermen talk of torture

onreturnfrompBangladesh

The fishermen werereunited with their familiesat Gangasagar on Monday

RAJIB CHAKRABORTY
GANGASAGAR, 6 JANUARY

est Bengal chief
minister Mama-
ta Banerjee has
stated that fish-
ermen from West Bengal were
subjected to atrocities while
imprisoned by the Bangladesh
Navy in Bangladesh.
During her visit to the
Gangasagar Mela, she
expressed her discontent at
the helipad ground regarding
theincident. The Sunderbans
affairs departmenthad organ-
ised a programme on the
occasion, "Fishermen'sreturn
to theirhomeland and reunion
with their families," where
she mentioned that all officials
in West Bengal had been
trying for several months to
rescue these fishermen. After
the exchange at the maritime
boundary between the two
countries on Sunday, chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
reunited the fishermen with

their families in Gangasagar
on Monday. "This is a very
unfortunate incident. One
of the rescued fishermen
even jumped into the water
out of fear of being caught. I
have handed over Rs 2 lakh
to hiswife," the chief minister
said. She added that many
of the fishermen were beaten
there from their waist to leg
and instructed the chiefsec-
retary to arrange for their

treatment. After nearly two-
and-a-halfmonths, 95 Indian
fishermen, who were kept
imprisoned in Bangladesh
finally set foot on Indian soil.
Around noon on Monday,
they were brought to Gan-
gasagar by trawlers. The min-
ister of sundarbans devel-
opment, Bankim Hazra, and
districtadministrative officials
were present. The chief min-
ister provided the fishermen

with white pajamas, shawls,
and Rs 10,000 as gifts.
Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee arrived at Gangasagar
by chopper on Monday to
inspect preparations for the
fairand met therescued fish-
ermen. She also interacted
with their families. The fish-
ermen were allowed to return
to their homes later day. On
Sunday, India and Bangladesh
exchanged detainees at the
international maritime bound-
ary in the Bay of Bengal. The
process was carried out in
the presence of coast guard
and administrative officials
from both countries.
Bangladesh handed over 95
Indian fishermen, while India
returned 90 Bangladeshi fish-
ermen. Both groupshad been
accused of crossing interna-
tional maritime boundaries.
Following the arrests, both
countries took steps for repa-
triation. Afterlearning about
the arrest of fishermen from
Kakdwip and Namkhana in

Bangladesh, the chief minister
actively worked to bring them
back to India.

The state government also
drew the attention of the cen-
tral government to the issue.
From the chief minister's
office, Kakdwip MLA Mon-
turam Pakhira was asked to
check on the well-being of
the fishermen’s families.
Recently, Bangladesh’s min-
istry ofhome affairs, through
deputy secretary Lutfaun
Nahar, issued anotice stating
that the interim government
had decided towithdraw the
cases against these 95 fish-
ermen. It was also decided
to return six seized trawlers
to India. Similarly, India’s
ministry ofhome affairs decid-
ed to release 90 Bangladeshi
fishermen. Therescued fish-
ermen, who were aboard
trawlers named Jhor 3, Abhijit,
Ma Basanti, Narayan 2, and
JaiJagannath, reported that
theywere subjected to severe
physical abuse.

CMworried overrepeated
incidents of tiger ingress

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY

Concerned over repeated
incidents of tigers entering
Bengal from Odisha, chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
today asked the government
in Odisha to rescue its tigers
crossing the Bengal border
repeatedly.

Accordingtoreports, there
was another tiger scare at
Maipith, South 24-Parganas,
after pug marks were found
in the area.

She said the neighbouring
state is failing in proper
upkeep of its tiger reserves,
from where tigers are allegedly
straying into the districts of
Bengal, leaving the people
ofthe state tolive in constant
fear.

Referring to the recent
capture of the tigress Zeenat,
Miss Banerjee, said: “The
Odisha government must
take proper steps to protect
its tigers under its reserves
to prevent it from straying
into the districts of Bengal

g L |
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so often. The tigress, which
had strayed into the districts
of Bengal and walked through
five districts at a stretch,
leaving the forest officials on
edge, was finally captured
by our people and forest
officers. And after that phones
continued to ring from Odisha
asking to return the tigress
immediately. Our people had
rescued it after hard labour,
spending many sleepless
nights. Why do such things
happen almost regularly?
From now on, the Odisha

government must take respon-
sibility to rescue the tigers
straying out of its reserves
by capturing them on their
own. From now on our people
won’t do such hazardous
jobs spending sleepless nights
any more. Send your people
and wildlife experts to capture
and rescue them.”

Tigress Zeenat, which had
strayed out from Odisha’s
Simlipal Tiger Reserve was
finally captured by the state
forest officials from
Bankura.

12th Century statue of Sun god
found at Damodar riverbed

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 6 JANUARY

Anancientbasaltstonestatue
of Surya Dev was recovered
from the Damodar riverbed
inRainain East Burdwan and
the priceless statue was pre-
served at the Museum & Art
Gallery of the Burdwan Uni-
versity, yesterday.

Apicnicparty from Burdwan
town detected the statue left
covered under sand in the
riverbed at Haripur village
within Natu panchayat in
Raina on 3 January and they
brought the matter to the
notice of Shyamsundar Bera,
thein-charge of the BU muse-
um.
Rajkumar Kundu, a history
researcher, wasin the team of
picnic revellers and he could
estimate that the statue was
having immense historical
value. Kundusaid: "Twas quite
excited about its immediate
preservation and suspect it
was being trafficking."

The BU authorities then
sought assistance from the
districtpolice to helpitsrecovery.
Bera said, "It's assumed that
the statue was created by the
sculptors during the reign of
BallalSeninthe 12th century."
Ballal Sen ruled Sena dynasty
of Bengal during 1160 and
1179 AD.

The 3 ft by 1.5 ft black
statue, weighingabout 100 kg
issetonasingle-wheeled char-
iot. Bera said, "It's the fourth
Surya Dev statue preserved
in our museum. This willlead

to further studiesand research
work on the ancient
sculptors."

Jewellery brand celebrates New

Year with und

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY

Celebrations of the New Year
included initiatives to add
joy and cheer in the lives of
'the abandoned girl child'
at a shelter in Kolkata and
destitute boys at 'a home
forthe homeless'in Agartala
and Kolkata.

And the celebration of
this New Year, held at
'Gurukul' - a children's refuge,
was all about bringing a smile

inthefaces ofhapless 'street
children' on the happy occa-

sion of the New Year.

The programme of the

dayincluded much songand
dance about the joy of child-
hood and provided a platform
for the children to showcase
their talent.

Additionally, there was a
lot of fun and games for the
children to enjoy themselves.

The purpose was to give
them an opportunity to rejoice

Atter CM prod, minister surveys
areaswith public transportwoes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY

Followinginstructions from
chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee to address the woes of
the crisis of buses, the state
transport minister Snehasis
Chakraborty and senior
department officials hit the
city roads to take stock of
the ground situation today.
The action came a few
days after Miss Banerjee
pulled up the minister and
expressed concerns on alleged
shortage of buses directing
him to conduct ground surveys
for identifying pockets that
need to be provided with
more such vehicles.
Sourcesin the state trans-
port department informed
that the West Bengal Transport
Corporation that operates
government buses in the city
has decided to increase the

COMMUNITY LUNCH

trips of the state-run buses.
From the earlier 3,300 trips,
the departmentis now oper-
ating more than 4,100 trips.
Even the fleethas been extend-
ed and now the department
istorun 640 buses to address
theissues of alleged transport
woes faced by the commuters.

Mr Chakraborty also took
note of the situation at various
pocketsin the city, particularly
the IThub and similar places.

Based on the observation by
the minister, the transport
department’s secretary,
Soumitra Mohan and other
senior officials, the department
would increase services in
the identified pockets. The
departmentis also considering
increasing the number of
drivers. Aslearnt from sources,
aproposal to recruit 200 more
drivers has been sent to the
state secretariat for a nod.

Sikh community members participate in preparing bread for langar at Sahid Minar on the occa-

sion of Guru Govind Singh ji's birthday in Kolkata on Monday

SNS

by -

and celebrate, in the true
spirit of the New Year. Gifts
for the children included
study material and sports-
kits, basic nourishment and
nutrition supplements, apart
from cakes and chocolates.
The programme ended with
a sit-in lunch.

Swami Girijananda-Ji
Maharaj, Ramakrishna Mis-
sion, blessed the initiative.

"I bless this very special
initiative of Shyam Sundar

=T}

erprivileged children

Co Jewellers and wish them
all the best for other such
projects that they surely have
in mind for this region in
the future,” said Swami Gir-
ijananda-Ji Maharaj.

"We, at Shyam Sundar
Co Jewellers, have always
extended the pursuit of excel-
lence beyond the four walls
of the jewellery showrooms
and extended a helpinghand
to come to the aid of all that
was ailing in society," said

State not responsible for
infiltration of terrorist
groups: Serampore MP

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 6 JANUARY

Serampore MP Kalyan Baner-
jee on Saturday evening
inaugurated the 33rd Milan
Mela at Rishra Moitri Path.

The MP was all praise
for the Rishra Municipality
and its chairman Vijay Sagar
Mishra for organisinga grand
Milan Mela. The MP said
the Milan Mela brings people
of different communities
together, sending out the
message of brotherhood and
communal harmony.

The Rishra fair draws
people from Uttarpara and
Bandel areas.

Ontheissue of infiltration
of terrorist groups in the
state, the Serampore MP
came down heavily on the
central minister Giriraj Singh
for blaming the state gov-
ernment for the alleged infil-
tration of terrorist groups
in the state.

The MP said the central
minister is unaware of the
fact that the CBI is already
carrying outan investigation
against some businessmen
who have allegedly main-
tained connections with

some anti-national groups.

The Serampore MP added
atthe press conference that
Delhi police have brought
into light the fact that terrorist
groups are infiltrating the
country from northeastern
states and that the BSF along
the northeastern states have
failed to prevent and resist
infiltration of terrorist groups
in the state and other parts
of the country.

Kalyan Banerjee further
said Giriraj Singh should be
aware of the facts before
making comments on such
sensitive issues and blame
West Bengal.

Rupak Saha, director, Shyam
Sundar Co Jewellers, adding,
"...and central, in this direc-
tion, is our contribution
towards supportinginitiatives

torescue abandoned women
and children.”

"The smile on the faces

of the happy children enjoying
themselves at our celebration
of the New Year, said it all
for them," said Arpita Saha,
director, Shyam Sundar Co.
Jewellers.

Teacherrecruitmentscam:
Chargesagainst Sujay
Bhadra, 5others framed

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY

Charges against Sujay Krishna
Bhadra alias ‘Kalighat er
Kaku’, one of the prime
accusedin the alleged primary
teachers recruitment scam,
and five others, former edu-
cation minister Partha Chat-
terjee, MLA Manik Bhat-
tacharya and Ayan Sil were
framed for trialin the special
court of the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the city
on Monday.

Mr Bhadra was virtually
produced before the court
today from a premier private
hospital along E M Bypass,
where heis undergoing treat-
mentand the judge informed
him about the sectionsunder
which the charges were framed
againsthim. Today, thejudge
asked Mr Bhadra: “Are you
guilty or not?” Mr Bhadra
responded: “I am not guilty.

What are the allegations
against me?”

ED has given evidence to
the court showing him
involved in the scam, the
judge said adding that he is
also anaccused like the min-
ister Partha Chatterjee and
MLA Manik Bhattacharya in
the scam. Mr Bhadra could
notappear physicallybefore
the court in previous dates
ofhearings owingto hisillness
delaying the framing of charge
sheet against him.

Today, a hearing in the
case was held at the special
court because he could not
be produced earlieron 2 Jan-
uary, either physically or
virtually.

Minister inaugurates
renovated Chetla High School

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY

Mayor Firhad Hakim today
inaugurated the renovated
Chetla Boys' School, where
along with Bengali, English
medium has also been intro-
duced.

Mr Hakim said along with
one's mother tongue it is
absolutely necessary to study
English which is an interna-
tionallanguage. Recollecting
the past, he said: "There was
no English medium when I
took admission in school, or
else my father could have got
me admitted to this school,"
he said adding: "Students
from middle class families
will get quality education
where the medium of instruc-
tionwill be English. The English
medium schools in the city
have been run by various
business groups and it is not
possible for the parents of
middle class families to send
their children to such schools."

He said the students here
will get the best education as
the teachers are sincere and
imparting education to the
students is their motto.

Bratya Basu, education
minister said therewasatime

when in Bengal there was a
debate whether the medium
ofinstruction should be Bengali
or English. After coming to
power in 2011, Miss Mamata
Banerjee changed the propo-
sition and now it is Bengali
along with English. He said
the British had introduced
English so that it would be
easier for them to run the
administration. "They left
seven decades ago, but English
education has introduced us
to the whole world," he said.
The renovated Chetla Boys'
School has e-classroomsand

e-black boards among other
facilities.

Mr Hakim also inaugurated
acommunityhallat Harimo-
han Ghosh College in Kid-
derpore. He said some people
had been staying forcibly at
the college. Mr Ranjit Seal
tookup the matter with them
and they had been rehabili-
tated. Local people had given
the construction materials
and helped in the construction
of the community hall. "My
longstanding dream hasbeen
fulfilled today," he
maintained.

ISKCON camp at Gangasagar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY

ISKCON Gangasagar Mandir
will organise its Annual Tirtha
Yatri Seva camp at the Gan-
gasagar Mela grounds from
11-16 January, located on
Road 5, near the helipad
and K2 bus stand. The ini-
tiative is dedicated to serving
thousands of pilgrims attend-
ing the Mela. Over 600 vol-
unteers will welcome pil-

grims. [t will also serve over
1.2 lakh free full meals from
6 a.m. to 2 a.m. There will

epaper.thestatesman.com

be vibrant kirtans with ecstatic
Vedic dance and spiritual
cultural performances by 80
international participants
from 21 countries, promoting
world peace and sharing
Indian Vedic culture. The
camp will offer free medical
assistance, blankets, and
spiritual enrichment through
the distribution of the Bha-
gavad Gita, night shelters
on a first-come; first-serve
basis (no advance bookings).
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TN Governor Raviboycotts
Assembly, leaves House ina huff

Thisisthesecond time thatRavihad boycotted the Assemblyinthefirstsession oftheyear

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 6 JANUARY

ouching a new low

in the relationship

between the DMK

governmentand the
Raj Bhavan, Governor RN
Ravi boycotted the Assembly,
leaving the House in a huff
in protest against the national
anthem not being sung at
the commencement of the
session on Monday morn-
ing.

In the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly, it is customary to sing
the Thamil Thai Vazhthu
(invocation to Mother Tamil)
atthe beginning of the session
and the National Anthem at
the conclusion. On his arrival
atthe House, Ravi asked that
the national anthem be sung
at the beginning itself. But,
Speaker M Apppavu com-
menced the session with the
singing of the invocation to
Tamil.

A visibly upset Governor

—__ 1
gL'

= .
left the House in a huff within
three minutes of his arrival.
Earlier, he was given a cere-
monial guard ofhonour and
the Speaker received him
with abouquet. Itis customary
for the Assembly to com-

mence the first session of
the year with the Governor's

|

address, prepared by the
government.

This is the second time
that Ravi had boycotted the
Assemblyin the first session
of the year. Last year, he
skipped certain paragraphs,
which eulogized Dr BR
Ambedkar and Dravidian

icons Periyar, CN Annadurai
and late DMK Patriarch M
Karunanidhi. He also spoke
extempore, which drew
instant condemnation from
Chief Minister MK Stalin.

Explaining thereason for
the Governor's boycott, the
Raj Bhavan in a hard hitting
X' postsaid: "The Constitution
of Bharat and the National
Anthem were once again
insulted in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly today. Respecting
the National anthem isamong
the first Fundamental Duty
as enshrined in our Consti-
tution. It is sung in all the
statelegislatures at the begin-
ning and the end of the Gov-
ernor's address."

"Today on the arrival of
the Governor to the House,
only Tamil Thai Vazhthuwas
sung. Governor respectfully
reminded the House of its
Constitutional Duty and fer-
vently appealed to the Hon'ble
ChiefMinister who is Leader
of the House and the Hon'ble

ACBserves KTRwith freshnotice
toappear beforeiton 9 January

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 6 JANUARY

BRS working president KT
Rama Rao asked the Anti-
Corruption Bureau probing
the Formula E race scam
to defer his interrogation
till the Telangana High
Court gives its verdict on
his petition to quash the
FIR against him.

This followed some high
drama at the ACB head-
quarters after police stopped
him from entering the prem-
ises with his legal team.
However, the ACB has given
a fresh notice asking him
to appear on 9 January.

Meanwhile, the BRS and
Congress alleged and count-
er-alleged that the firm
sponsoring the Formula E
race had donated croresin
their respective party funds
through electoral
bonds.

Rao, more popular as
KTR, today reached the
ACB headquarters around
10 am. However, he was
barred entry by the police
since he was accompanied
by his lawyer. He initially

argued with the police but
then handed over his written
statement, returned without
appearing before the
ACB.

He alleged that his rights
were being infringed upon.
In his letter he requested a
deferment, pointing out
that the court’s judgment
was pending.

“Since the matter is final-
ly heard and reserved for
order, you may consider
deferring the same till the
judgment is pronounced
in the case and to proceed
furtherin accordance with
law subject to the orders
of the Hon’ble High Court,”
read his letter.

He also accused the ACB
of being vague. “You are
requested to give details of
the documents sought from
me pertaining to the case
to take further necessary
action at my end after giving
reasonable time for the
same. Being a law-abiding
citizen, I will cooperate in
the matter, subject to con-
stitutional and legal rights
as provided by law,” Rao
stated in his letter.

T’gana CM urges PM to sanction
Regional Ring Rail for Hyderabad

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 6 JANUARY

Telangana Chief Minister
A.Revanth Reddy on Mon-
dayrequested Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to
sanction a Regional Ring
Rail, like the Regional Ring
Road, for the state.

The Chief Minister made
the request in his speech
during the virtual inaugu-
ration of the new railway
terminal at Charlapally in
Hyderabad by the Prime
Minister.

Stating that a 370-km
long Regional Ring Road
is proposed around
Hyderabad, he said the
Centre has already called
tenders for a 170 km cor-
ridor.

Herequested the Prime
Minister to sanction the
remaining work of the
Regional Ring Road and
Regional Ring Rail.

He said these two proj-
ects would turn 60 per cent
of Telangana into urban
areas, thereby attracting
more investments.

Asserting that Railways

play a crucial role in the
country's progress, he said
a landlocked state like
Telangana relies heavily
on the development of rail-
ways.

The Chief Minister also
soughta dedicated green-
field highway and dedicated
rail connectivity to Bandar
Port in neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh. He point-
ed out that Bandar Port is
the nearest port to Telan-
gana and the dedicated
road and rail connectivity
can boostindustrial devel-
opment, especially in sec-
tors like automobiles and
pharma.

He mentioned that
Telangana accounts for 35
per cent of bulk drugs man-
ufactured in India. He also
requested the Centre for
supportto develop Telan-
gana into a one trillion
dollar economy.

"We are determined to
transform Telangana into
a one-trillion-dollar GDP
economy. This will con-
tribute to India’s goal of
becoming a five-trillion-
dollar economy, "he said.

Speaker for singing the Nation-
al Anthem. However, they
cussedly refused. Itis amatter
of grave concern. Not to be
apartytosuch brazen disre-
spect to the Constitution and
the National Anthem, Gov-
ernor in deep anguish left
the House," said the post,

justifying the boycott.

Castigating Governor RN
Ravi for walking out of the

Assembly without reading

the customary 'Governor's

Address' at the beginning of

the first session of the year,
Chief Minister MK Stalin
charged him with habitually
transgressing the tradition
of the legislature.

The Governor's action is
'childish' and unbecoming
of the high office he holds,
the Chief Minister said in a
postonhis 'X' handle. "When
heisnotinterested in carrying
out his Constitutional duties,
why should he cling to the
post is the question before
everyone," he added.

KeralaHigh Courtrefusestoorder CBI
probeintodeath of ADM Naveen Babu

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOCHI, 6 JANUARY

The Kerala High Court on
Monday refused to order a
CBI probe into the death of
former Kannur Additional
District Magistrate Naveen
Babu.

Dismissinga petition filed
by the late ADM's wife Man-
jusha, asingle bench of Justice

Karnataka HC rejects
wife's plea to quash FIR:
Karnataka High Court on
Monday rejected the plea
for quashing of FIR against
Nikita Singhania in connec-
tion with the alleged sui-
cide case of Bengaluru
techie Atul Subhash. Sub-
hash, an automobile com-
pany employee in Bengalu-
ru had committed suicide
over alleged torture and
demand of Rs 3 crore by
his wife Nikita Singhania
for divorce settlement.
The single bench headed
by Justice S.R. Krishna
Kumar passed the order
orally. aAcencies

Classified

Kauser Edapagath directed
the Kannur Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) to supervise
the ongoing investigation of
the Special Investigation Team
(SIT). The court said the SIT
shall submit periodical reports
to the DIG to showthe progress
oftheinvestigation. The court
alsodirected the SIT toinform
the petitioner the progress of
the investigation as contem-

plated under section 193(3)
(i) of Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS).

The courtalso directed the
SIT to consider the grievances
of the petitioner mentioned
in the petition and look into
the possibility of homicidal
hanging. The court also said
the SIT should file the final
report only after it is vetted
and approved by the DIG.

This i1s the phatograph of Rumpa Neag!
Father's Name-Nirmalendu Biswas of
&6, PO-rabindra Nagar, FS-Dum Dum,
Narth 24 Parganas, who has been
missing since 16.14.2024 at about
17:00 hrs. Trom Residence under Dum
Dum PS, Description of this missing
parsan is | Age=33 Years, Complexion-
Brown, Height-5 Fest 3 Inch, Wearing-
Gray Kurti, Gray Palazo, Brown Sweater
and Black Sandel, Language-Bengali
Please Contact Officer in Charge
Missing Fersons Bureau, C.1.D., West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata
700027, Ph. No.-033-2430-6120.
ICA- D 24(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the phatograph of Souren Dey,
Fathar's/Husband’s Kame-Lt, Ramesh
Chandra Dey of Tajgan) Deypara
Natunganj, PS-Burdwan, who has
been missing since 25.10.2022 from
ender Burdwan PS5, Description of
this missing person is : Age-43
¥ears, Complexion-Fair, Height- 5
Feet 7 Inch, Wearing-Maroon
Colour Shirt off White Trouser,
Language-Bengali. Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persons
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027

ICA-D25(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED
Y

This Is the photograph of Sudeshna
Mondal, Father's Name-Surajit Mondal
of Balbhadrachak, P5-Mayna, Purba
Medinipur, who has been missing
gince 10,12.2024 st abour 11:00 hrs
fram Residence under Moyna PS
Description of this missing person is
, Age=17 Years, Complexion=RNormal
Helght-5 Feet 0 Inch, Language
Bengall. Please Contact Offecer in
Charge, Missing Persons Bureau, C.LD

West Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Koliata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

ICA- D34(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

’[-.h
This i the photograph of Papiya Gayen,
Father's/Husband’s Name-Biswanath
Gayen of Vill-Tangtola, PO-Bamangachi,
PS-Barvipur, South 24 Parganas, who
has been missing since 18, 122024 from
Residence under Maheshiala PS,
Description of this missing person is

Age-16 Years, Complexion-Shallow,
Height-4 Feet 10 Inch, Wearing-Gray
Colour Chundar, Language-Bengall,
Please Contact Officer in Charge,
Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.D,, West
Bengai, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

T ICA- D33(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

This i the photograph of Raisha Ali,
Fatheer's/Husband's Mame- Ashirald Al of Yiil-
Nayabasti, PO-Brace Brize, PS-Maheshiala,
South 24 Parganas, wha has béen misaing
gince 22.12.2024 at abour 13:00 hrs, from
Residence under Maheshtala PS,
Description of this missing person 15 : Age-
17 Years, Complexion=Fair, Height=4 Feet
6 Inch, Wearing-Chocolate Colowr
Churidar, Language-Bengal),
Identification Mark-Cut Mark on
Forehead. Please Contact Officer in
Lhange, Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.D
West Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Koitkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-6120

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the phatograph of Sk Rafik @
Rafik, Father's/Husband's Name-5k
Aminuddin of Yill-Dhasa, PO-
Munshirhat, P5-Jagatballavpur, Dist.
Howrah, who has been missing since
16.12.2024 from Residence under
Jagatballavpur PS5, Description of
this missing person 15 ; Age=45 Years,
Complexion-Dark, Height-5 Feet B
[6ch, Wearing-gary Calour Shirt and
Pant, Language-Bengall. Please
Contact Officer in Charge, Missing
Persons Bureaw, C.1.0., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027, Ph
No.-033-2450-6120.

ICA-D32(3)/2025

ICA- D31(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the phatograph af Jiarul Sk,
Father's/Husband's Name-Moyajjam
Hossaln of Bagitpur Chandapara, FO-
Purapa, PS-Sutl, Murshidabad, who
has been missing since 11.06.2016
pnder Katwa PS, Description of this
migsing person Is ; Ape=315 Years,
Complexion-Dark, Helght-5 Feet 2
Inch, Wearing-White Blue Check
Shirt, Blue Narow Jeans Full Pant,
Language-Benagali, Please Contact
Officer in Charge, Missing Persans
Bureau,  C.1.D., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027,
Fh. No.-033-2450-61.10

INFORMATION WANTED

This is the p'mlﬂ?ra;lh of Unknawn
Male Dead Body, found on 17.12.2024
under Bishnupur PS ared , Descriphion
of this Deadbody is: Age-65 Years
approx , Sex: Male, Complexion-
Shallow, Height-5 Feet 7 Inch , Build-
Medium, Hair-Black & White , Wearing-
White Full Shirt, Gray Colour
Sweater, Red T-Shirt, Blue Check
Lungi. Pease Contact Officer in Charge,
Missing Persons Buraau, C.1.0., West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
700027, Ph. No.-033-2450-61120,

INFORMATION WANTED

This is theé photograph of Uaknown Mala
Dead Body, found on 30,10.2024 under
Kamarkundu GRPS area , Description
of this Deadbody is; Age-45 Years
approx , Sex: Male, Complex|on-
Ehyamip, Melght-5 Feet 6 Inch , Bulld-
Medium, Halr-Black and White ,
Wearing-White Black and Green Stripe
Full Shirt and Ash Colour Full Pant,
Please Contact Officer in Charge,
Missing Persons Bureaw, C.1.D. West
Bengal, Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-
TO0027, Ph. Mo, -033-2450-6120.

INFORMATION WANTED

N
This is the photograph of Monalisha
Sultana, Husband's Name-Ajibar
Rahaman of Vill-Joyaria, PO-Parulia
P5-Deganga, North 24 Parganas,
who has been missing since
30.11.2024 from Residence under
Deganga PS5, Description of this
missing person |5 : Age-18 Years 2
Months, Complexion-Shallow,
Wearing-Gray Colour Churidar,
Language-Bengali, Please Contact
Officer-in Charge, Missing Persans
Bureau, C.1.D., West Bengal,
Bhabani Bhaban, Kolkata-700027,
Ph. No.-033-2450-6120.

ICA-D30(3)/2025

ICA-D29(3)/2025

ICA-D2B(3)/2025

ICA-D27(3)/2025

INFORMATION WANTED

INFORMATION WANTED

| NOTICE _J  NOTICE UL CIZN G  INFORMATION WANTED

I, PRADIP Chakrabarty, |

I, TAPATI BiswaS, D/o. Bawer ol At w Not NOTICE
Slo. Nihar Gopal | & Chandana Roychowdhury | Late Kalachand Pramanik, EnsaiBr b Uit
Chakrabarty, residing at 5, | respectively, but both of | W/o. Bikas Biswas, residing | || #m Esita Dey (Ghash) Wio. | | THE ANNUAL .
Bipin Pal Road, Kolkata- | them using their name &} Shibananda Dham, | | Tusharkanti Gnosh, Biseapt| | | General Meeting of
700026, have changed my |titte in all documents | Missionpara, Rahara- | | 9% 5. Minakant Des.| ; | the Bengal

name and shall henceforth
be known as Pradeep !
Chakrabarty as declared
before First Class Judicial |
Magistrate Alipore Court
vide Affidavit No.: 23662
dated 25-11-2024, Pradip
Chakrabarty and Pradeep
Chakrabarty both are the |
same and one identical per- |
son.

I, SAHADAT Hossain
Dewan, S/o. Late Abul
Hossain Dewan, residing at :
Vill.: Jotsadi, Bantir, Hijalna,
Purba Bardhaman, Pin-
713101 shall henceforth be
known as Sahadat Hossain
as declared before Notary |
Public, at Sealdah Court,
vide Affidavit No.-18459
dated 06-01-2025 Sahadat
Hossain Dewan and
Sahadat Hossain both are
same and identical person.

1, AMRITA Kumar
Chakraborty, S/o. Narendra |
Chakraborty, R/o. 18, A.P.C. :
Avenue, South Dum Dum i
(M), North 24 Parganas,
Pin-700030 shall henceforth !
be known as Amrita Kumar
Chakravarti, vide Affidavit
No. 15 dated 03-01-2025
before  Notary Rajesh
Kumar Bajpai, J.M. Court,
Kolkata. Amrita Kumar
Chakraborty and Amrita |
Kumar Chakravarti both are
same and identical person.

| actual name of my spouse | 2025. Shiiband Mkirtae ’
.is Debarati Chakrabarty, | Shawal hﬁfﬁpn_ Sha
vide affidavit (No. 94 AB ! Monohar Kapar, Gopal Das
| 981146) before the First ! | |Banedges, Sio, Satya Kinkar
' Class Judicial Magistrate : 1, SYED Arefin Islam | |Banerjes, Ammokiar
' Court Kolkata dated 24th | swearing affidavit before the | | Ramakrishna Adhikar, Sio. CLASSIFIED
| December, 2024. Debarati | Ld. J.M. 2nd Court at  |Parmal Adhikari, Bhaghari| |
- Chakrabarty and Debarati | Barasat, 24 Pgs (N), | [Mandal, Sfa Prem Mandal| |
' Chakrabarty Sinha both are | declared on 31-12-24 that | |"a¥® #epliad lor Nampatian | |
| same and one identical per- i my father Syed Tarekul R, Dic] - JRAF SRAURIG
E y yea farekul | fyand amounting 1o 158 satak,
i son. Islam, Syed Tarek Ul Islam | |t saea is any objection of the
& Tarek Ul Islam Syed who | | danarms in the sad matier
is the same and one identi- | |within one manth from the
I, BIKAS Biswas, S/o. | cal person in the eye of law. | | publication af the notification, TO BOOK
' Late Karuna Biswas @ !In some of my documents | |t concemed BL & LRO | | AN
Karuna Kumar Biswas, | name of my father inadver- E'I""‘u”"l' L ;:"'3‘}“"’;5"" can be | |
; s . raieed In clause 2 olfmrviso | |
Rtﬂalsslcsjll(r;rg] Shlbanand;Dr?ami tently recorded as above Fessgrrsbisbli oot | ADVERTISEMENT
5 para, ahara- | noted. PLEASE CALL
. 700118, Aadhaar No. 3915 Esita Dey {Ghosh)
1 1900 4910, declare that Mabile H:H'E:;;‘.'MWDI!
i Bikas  Biswas, Bikash subhad7 roy@gmel.com

Kanchan Roychowdhury |

| Kanchan Roychoudhury &

Chandana Roychoudhury,

| both are same and one

| of Sribas Chandra, residing |
' at 95/4, Narkeldanga Main |
' Road, Baladitya Apartment, !
| Flat 3A, Kolkata-700054,
the name of my spouse has !
| been inadvertently recorded !
i as Debarati
: Sinha in my Passport. The

Chakrabarty

i Biswas, Dr. Bikas Biswas as
recorded in academic and |
| office documents are one |
. and same identical person,

| vide affidavit before Judicial

' Magistrate

1, APARA Roy :
Chowdhury, R/o. 253/9,
N.S.C. Bose Road, PS.:!
Netajinagar, Kol.-47, men- :
tioning my parent name

1st  Class,
Barrackpore, North 24 Pgs.

| dt. 04-01-2025.

700118, Aadhaar No. 3941 ;
5972 7945 declare that | got |
i married to Bikas Biswas on
identical person, vide ani
. Affidavit No. 272, before the

18-01-1993. Before mar-
riage my maiden name was

Tapati Biswas are one and
same identical person and |
intend to use my name
Tapati Biswas for all future
purposes, vide

before Judicial Magistrate |

1st Class,

i North 24 Pgs. dt. 04-01-

K urmmr Mallick,

Subhagi Roy,

| 1st Class Judicial | Tapati Pramanik. After mar- | | Prabir Kundu, Sa Bansi 4-00 P.M. in the
| Magistrate at Alipore on 02- | riage | write my name as | |[Badan  Kundu,  Soumen

' 01-2025. Tapati Biswas and Tapati | | Goswami, Sio. Dhirsndranatn | | | Secretary Room of the

Biswas(Pramanik). Tapati | Gioswami dated 2350 Association. This is for

Pramanik, Tapati mm:a:u (D ET g"""‘""‘i' . |the information of Life

I, ANIRBAN Sinha, son | Biswas(Pramanik)  and | [ Nobalpata Used o) & (g Ordinary

Rayapuram],
(A0SR  Bankura)

Frasania Mallick, S'a Agl

Ircdrag
Bananjse, 5io, Arun Banarjes,

Chiltaranjsn Roy, Abhijit De,
Sla, Subhas Chandra

original of which Ammoktar| |
Ma. IV 3812010 (ADSR
IV-B452008
Mouja | |
Jeppanathbati JL Mo-237 Hal | |

Sharaf, Shashidewi Sharaf

Tuberculosis
¢ | Association (BTA) will
| |be held on Saturday,
e | | [February 8, 2025 at

Slo

Members of BTA.

affidavit | | Dag Mo, 1410, 1087, Khatian
| M. 320, 321, 170, 387
Donors, Fradeep Kumar| |
Barrackpore, « | o el o Famthoped | The Statesman
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This is the photograph of Sharmila
Khatun, Husband's Name-Sk Sirajul of
Khadinan, PS-Bagnan, Dist. Howrah
who hBs Been migsing Since
13.10,2024 from Residence ander
Bagnan PS5, Description of this missing
persen  is Age-16 Years
Complexion=Fair, Height-4 Feet 5
Inch, Wearing-White Siawar Lamiz
and Churidar, Language-Bengal

Please Contact Officer in Charge
Missing Persons Bureau, C.1.0., West

This is the pholograph of méssing parson
Md Rahmtullah, Son of Lt Md Cash
Mohammed of Vil - Talpur, PO -
Didawarpwr, PS5 - Bahen, Dist-
Darbhangga, Bihar, who has been
missing since 16.12.2024 fom 63,
Canal Wes! Road, Wolkata = 700009
Description of this missing person is:
Age = 37 Years. Height - 5%
Complexion ~ Shyamia, Bullt - Nomal,
Wearlng = Grean Colour Shirt and Blue
Jens Pand, please inform whenabouts of
tha méssing parson, contact o he O.C.
Missing Persons Squad, Detecive

Thes is twe pholograph of missing parson
Mitali Paul, Daughter of Late Gopal
Krishna Paul of 2/14, Santigarh Codony,
Kolkais - TOD0MD, who has been messing
gnoe ITAZ.2024 from inside Alpors

&7, Complexion - Fair, Bulll - 58m,
Wearing - Pk Colour Swaalosr and
Whis Long Shil, Peculiarity I any -
Menially Disbalance, please nform
whesabouts of the mmsing person,
conlaci ko e O.C., Miasing Persons
Sqguad, Detectve Department Molata

This is the photograph of missing person
Md. Hamid, Son of Md. Siraj of 44
Topsia 2™ Lane, Kolkats - 700039, who
has bean missing since 16.12.2024 from
hiz residence., Description of this
missing person s: Age - 35 Years,
Height - 5%°, Complexion - Shyamia,
Built - Thin, Wearing - Blue Colour Full
Shit and Lungl, pleass inform
whereabouts of the missing person,
contact to the Q.C., Missing Persons
Squad, Detective Depariment, Kolkata
Police, Lalbazar, Kolkata - 700001
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High Courtasksgovernmentto clearalldoubts, take publicinto confidence

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 6 JANUARY

he Madhya Pradesh

High Courton Mon-

day granted sixweeks

time to the state gov-
ernment to dispose of the
Bhopal gas tragedy waste at
Pithampurnear Indore after
clearing all doubts of the
public and taking people into
confidence.

During hearing on the
matter at Jabalpur, ChiefJus-
tice S KKaitand Justice Vivek
Jain allowed sixweeks to the
state government to act on
the waste disposal ensuring
all safety guidelines.

State Advocate General
Prashant Singh told the court
that the state government

CJISanjivKhanna
recuses himself
from petitions
relating to
adoption of TOA,
AIFF constitution

NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Sanjiv Khanna on Monday
recused himself from hearing
aclutch of petitions regarding
the adoption of the draft
constitution of the All-India
Football Federation (AIFF)
and the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA).

Atthe outset, CJIKhanna
informed thathe had earlier
adjudicated on the dispute
as a judge of the Delhi High
Court and directed that the
matter should be heard by
a different Bench. The CJI
Khanna-led Bench ordered
the clutch of petitions to be
listed before a Bench com-
prisingJustice PS Narasimha.

Earlier, the Supreme Court
had appointed former SC
judge Justice L Nageswara
Rao to prepare electoral rolls,
conduct elections, and amend
the constitution of the IOA,
saying that since the matter
involved not onlylegal points
but also sports policy, it
would be prudent to let
Justice Rao finalise the draft
constitution.

It had passed a slew of
directions regarding the
adoption of the draft con-
stitution and polling for the
executive committee of the
IOA. Justice Rao was also
given the task of finalising
the draft constitution of the
AIFF, scrutinising objections
and suggestions from stake-
holders.

“Weare of the considered
view that a similar exercise
was carried out under the
orders of this courtinrelation
to the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation (IOA) by Justice L.
Nageswara Rao. [twould be
appropriate to entrust the
task of finalising the consti-
tution to the former judge
ofthis court,” the apex court
had ordered.

The Supreme Court had
stayed the Delhi High Court
order, directing the Com-
mittee of Administrators
(CoA) to take control of the
IOA governance. Inits verdict,
the Delhi HC said in order
to improve the ‘ecosystem’
of sports bodies and struc-
turally reform them, put the
affairs of the IOA in the hands
ofaCoA.Ithad alsodirected
the Centre not to grant recog-
nition or any facility to the
Indian Olympic Association
or any National Sports Fed-
erations (NSFs) iftheyrefuse
to comply with the Sports
Code.

“Compliance with the
Sports Code is non-nego-
tiable,” said a division bench
of Justices Najmi Waziri and
Manmohan of the high court,
addingthat “thelegal regime
apropos sports administra-
tionin India has to be imple-
mented fully and effective-

ly”.

[ ]
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wants to take into confidence
the public of Pithampurand
to clear all doubts and fears
from the minds of the people
before incinerating the waste.

The state government also
submitted in the court that

=
.

various misleading and false
rumours were in circulation
regarding the waste and that
was creating unwanted unrest
and tension at Pithampur.
Following that, the High
Court restrained the print,

audio and visual media from
carrying any incorrect news
on the matter.

The High Court set the
next date of hearing for 18
February.

Later in the day, MP Chief
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav
said that the waste was trans-
ferred from Bhopal on the
directives of the Supreme
Court and the High Court.
The CM pointed out that
Pithampur is the only facility
equipped to handle the dis-
posal of such chemical waste.

“Iam thankful to the High
Courtforacceptingthe state
government’s submission
and allowing us time of six
weeks for the waste disposal,”
the CM said.

“I'want to assure everyone

Prashant Kishor’sarrestignites protests against
Bihar govt, supportersvow tointensify stir

AGENCIES
PATNA, 6 JANUARY

The arrest of Jan Suraj Party
founder Prashant Kishor,
during his hunger strike at
city’s Gandhi Maidan on
Monday morning has sparked
widespread protests and crit-
icism of Bihar police’s alleged
excesses.

Kishor was sitting on an
indefinite hunger strike,
demanding cancellation of
70th BPSC examination over
alleged irregularities and
paperleakreports. The BPSC
aspirants and candidates
have been on the streets for
more than a fortnight now,
urging Nitish government
to cancel BPSC exams and
re-conduct the same.

FollowingKishor’s deten-
tion by Bihar police, his sup-
porters gathered in large
numbers at the Jan Suraj
Party office in Sheikhpura,
alleging police brutality.

“The policelathi-charged

us and even slapped Prashant
Kishor. This is unjustified.
Nitish Kumar government
has committed atrocities
and the movement will only
intensify,” said one of
Kishore’s supporters.

Meanwhile, videos have
surfaced on social media
showing some police per-
sonnel slapping and dragging
protesters on theroad while
taking Prashant Kishor into
custody.

Supporters claim they
havebeen denied any infor-
mation about Kishor’s where-
abouts. They accused the
police of roughing up Kishor
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and his supporters at the
protestsite and claimed that
the Jan Suraaj founder was
mistreated duringhis arrest.

Patna District Magistrate
Chandrashekhar Singh coun-
tered the charges of overreach,
saying: “Prashant Kishor and
others were staging anillegal
sit-in at the restricted area
in Gandhi Maidan. Despite
notices and repeated requests
to shift the protest to Gar-
danibagh, they refused to
comply. An FIR was lodged
and he was arrested on Jan-
uary 6 along with some sup-
porters.”

“Kishor is in good health
and will be presented before
the court following due pro-
cedure,” he told the news-
men.

Kishor’s arrest has also
created a flutter in Bihar’s
political circles with ruling
party leaders justifying
police action while some
others expressingreservations
over it.

ANI

A teacher of the Gurukul School Of Art, Lalbaug makes painting on human metapneumovirus
(HMPV) outburst in China, in Mumbai on Monday.

HCgives6weekstoMPgovtfor
Bhopal Gastragedy wastedisposal

that our government will give
top priority to the well being
of the people. I also want to
appeal to people not to get
influenced by any rumours
or fake news about the waste
and its disposal,” the CM
said.

He said the state govern-
ment would take all further
necessary steps onlyin accor-
dance with the court’s direc-
tives and by ensuring all
safety protocols.

Earlier, the 358 metric
tons of the 1984 Bhopal gas
tragedy waste, lying aban-
doned for40yearsinside the
closed Union Carbide factory
at Bhopal, was finallyremoved
and transferred to Pithampur
for incineration, by 12 con-

tainer trucks on 2 January.

Protesting farmers to meet SC-appointed
Committee’s chairperson Justice Nawab Singh

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

The Supreme Courton Mon-
daywas informed by the Pun-
jab government that the farm-
ers agitating for their demands
includinglegally guaranteed
Minimum Support Price for
their agricultural produce
would be meeting Justice
Nawab Singh - the Chairperson
of the High-Powered Com-
mittee that was constituted
by the top court to negotiate
with the protesting farmers.

After beinginformed that
the Punjab government has
persuaded the leaders of the
agitating farmers tomeet Jus-
tice (Retd.) Nawab Singh, a
bench comprising Justices
Surya Kant and N K Singh
adjourned the hearing to
Friday (10January). The hear-
ing today was in continuation
of earlier hearings focused
on providing medical aid to
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and hospitalisation of farmers'
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
who is on a fast-unto-death
since 26 November in support
of their demands, including
legally guaranteed MSP for
agricultural crops.

Atthe outset of the hearing,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
representing the Punjab gov-
ernment, told the bench that
the meetingwas taking place
at 3 p.m. today, and hoped
that a breakthrough would
happen.

“Somehow, we have been
able to persuade the protesting

people to meet Justice Nawab
Singh, who heads the Com-
mittee, at 3 p.m. today. We
are hopeful that there would
be a breakthrough,” Sibal
said, requesting the court to
adjourn the hearing.

“We hope better sense
prevails. List this on Friday,”
said Justice Kant.

The top court was hearing
a contempt petition against
the Punjab Chief Secretary
and Director General of Police
of Punjab for not complying
with its 20 December 2024,
order of providing medical
aid to and hospitalisation of
Dallewal.

Dallewal, the convener of
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(Non-Political), has been on
a fast-unto-death at the
Khanauriborder to press the
Centre to accept the farmers'
demands, including a legal
guarantee of minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for crops.

Will stayin NDA, removed those suggesting
changing alliance ,says CM Nitish Kumar

AGENCIES
PATNA, 6 JANUARY

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has reiterated that
he will remain in the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
dismissing any possibility
of aligning with other political
groups.

The CM was in Vaishali
on Monday during his ongo-
ing Pragati Yatra. While talk-
ingabouthis pastdecisions
to switch alliances, he stated
that such suggestions came
from individuals who were
subsequently removed.

"The mistake was made
twice, but now I will remain
in NDA. Those who suggested
changing alliances were
removed,” Kumar said.

Reflecting on his long-
standing ties with the NDA,
he acknowledged the support
of late Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, highlighting
collaborative efforts during

their tenure.

Earlier on 2 January, RJD
ChiefLalu Prasad Yadav said
that his door was open for
Nitish Kumar.

Lalu earlier said: “My
door is always open. Nitish
Kumar should also keep his
door open." On whether he
would forgive Nitish Kumar
if he returned, Lalu stated:
"Forgivinghas been myjob.
Ifhe comes back, I will forgive
him without any problem.

Everyone will work togeth-
er."

During the Pragati Yatra
in Vaishali, Kumar
announced development
schemes worth crores of
rupees, underscoring the
government’s focus on grass-
roots development.

CM Nitish Kumar high-
lighted the success of the
Jeevika initiative, which
empowers women through
self-help groups. CM Kumar

took pride in coining the
name ‘Jeevika’, amodel later
adopted nationally as ‘Ajee-
vika’.

He also said that such
self-help groups under Jeevika
are now in urban areas as
well. Ithas been empowering
women, leading to improved
financial independence and
confidence.

“Earlier, women did not
speak much; now they are
confident and financially
stable. Such groups were
rare in Bihar before we
expanded the programme,”
Kumar said.

CM Nitish Kumar recalled
his contributions to intro-
ducing self-help groups dur-
inghis tenure at the Centre,
emphasizing their role in
empowering communities.
He reaffirmed his govern-
ment’s commitment to pro-
moting women’s develop-
ment through Jeevika and
similar initiatives.

SC to hear on 25 March pleas against
Koli's acqulttal m Nithari killings

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

The Supreme Courton Mon-
day posted for hearing on 25
March a batch of appeals
against the Allahabad High
Court order acquitting Suren-
draKoli—adeath row convict
-in 12 cases of rape and mur-
der that took place in Nithari
village, Noida bordering Delhi
in 2005/2006.

Abench ofJustice BR Gavai
and Justice Augustine George
Masih directed the top court
Registry to summon the trial
court records in other con-
nected matters expeditiously
and supply its copies to the
advocates appearing in the
matter.

On 8 July 2024, the top
court had issued notice on a

Surya Kiran 18: Indo-Nepal joint military
exercise strengthens counter terrorismskills

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

The 18th Indo-Nepal Joint
Exercise, Surya Kiran, is cur-
rently underway in Nepal,
highlighting the enduring
partnership between the
two armies. The exercise
serves as a critical platform
forboth nations to exchange
best practices, enhance mil-
itary expertise, and strengthen
cooperation. With a focus
on counterterrorism oper-
ations and training in chal-
lenging terrain, the exercise
aims to bolster the capabilities
of both forces to respond
swiftly and effectively to
evolving threats.

Troops from both coun-
tries are actively participating
inaseries of rigorous combat
drills designed to test and
refine their operational readi-
ness. Key aspects of the train-
ing include jungle survival
techniques, which prepare
soldiers for enduring in
dense, rugged environments.
Combat firstaid is also being
emphasized, equipping per-
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sonnel with vital skills to
administer care in the heat
of battle. Other essential
drills, such as ambush tactics
and heliborne operations,
focus on enhancingresponse
times and operational agility
during high-pressure sce-
narios.

In addition to conven-
tional combat training, the
exercise includes specialised
urban warfare modules,
where troops engage in close-
quarter combat and practice
room-clearing techniques.

IR 4 "'J:.l'

. 28/
r " -| 'I.- L8 :. .--I:I III

== = '\—\__'-\_.\_

This training is particularly
crucial for preparing soldiers
to face modern battlefield
challenges in built-up areas.

Beyond combat tactics,
fitness and mental resilience
are being prioritized. Soldiers
engage in team sports and
yoga sessions, fostering cama-
raderie and enhancing phys-
icaland mental endurance.
Additionally, lane training
simulates real-world sce-
narios to test tactical deci-
sion-making and the
endurancerequired to carry
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out complex operations
under challenging condi-
tions.

The 18th edition of Surya

Kiran is a powerful symbol
of the mutual trust and col-
laboration between the Indi-
an and Nepalese forces.
United in their commitment
to peace and cooperation,
both armies continue to
strengthen their partnership
and operational capabilities,
ensuring a shared vision of
security and stability in the
region.

epaper.thestatesman.com

plea by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) chal-
lenging the Allahabad High
Court's acquitting Surendra
Koli. While issuing notice,
the courthad tagged the CBI's
plea alongwith other pending
mattersrelating to the cases.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernmentand Pappu Lal, father
of one of the victim girls too
have approached the apex
court challenging the state
High Court's order of acquit-

tingbusinessman Moninder
Singh Pandher and Koli in
the 2005/2006 killings. Koli
was the domestic help of the
businessman Maninder Singh
Pandher and stayed at his
house where the alleged
killings took place.

In the course of the 8 July
2024, hearing, the Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, rep-
resenting the CBl argued that
Koli was a serial killer who
used to lure young girls and
kill them.The SG had said
that the killings were "grue-
some" and there were accu-
sations of cannibalism and
the trial court had awarded
the death penalty to Koli, but
the same had been reversed
by the Allahabad High Court.

The Allahabad High Court
in October 2023, had acquitted

Pandher and his domestic
help Surendra Koli in some
of the cases concerning the
Nithari killings and overturned
the death penalty imposed
on them by the trial court. It
had acquitted Koliin 12 cases
and Pandherin 2 cases, where
they were earlier held guilty
for murder and awarded the
death penalty by the trial
court in these cases.

The CBI had registered 16
cases against Koli and Pandher
over rape and killing of girls
that had shocked the
nation.The case came to
publicattentionin December
2006 when skeletons were
discovered in a drain near a
house in Nitharivillage, Noida.
Pandher was the owner of
the house and Koli was his
domestic help.

Kashmir’srail link with rest ot the countrywill
stimulateregion’seconomy, tourism: Leaders

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 6 JANUARY

Jammu and Kashmirleaders
say that Kashmir’s rail link
with the rest of the country
will stimulate economic
growth and tourism as a sep-
arate railway division at
Jammu was virtually inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday.

They said that the valley
getting a rail link with other
parts of the country in the
next few days will be a game
changerin transforming the
connectivity and economy
of not only the valley but
also the far-flung areas of
the Jammu region through
which the train will pass.

Among those present at
the Jammu railway station
were Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, Union Minister Dr
Jitendra Singh and top brass
of the railways and local
administration.

Speaking on the occasion,
L-G Manoj Sinha said that
he was grateful to Prime Min-
ister Modi for making Jammu

Railway Division a reality.
New division is veryimportant
from a strategic point of view.

It will also stimulate eco-
nomic growth, employment
generation, infrastructure
development and creation
of new tourist circuits, he
added.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said: “Today, on
this momentous occasion,
as the long-awaited wish of
Jammu and Kashmiris being
fulfilled, I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the people
of Jammu and Kashmir."

“Wegotgood news thata
trial train was being run from
Srinagar to Katra. Itishoped
that it will start functioning
soon. It will help the people
of J&K. It will help trade and
tourism. We struggle a lot

with air travel in winters
where the people are forced
to buy a ticket of Rs 5,000 for
Rs 25,000."

"Itwill also help the trade
and industry. Cargo transfer
will be facilitated. The main
thingis that with the medium
ofrail, the coordination and
control will not be from
Firozpur, but from Jammu.
Itwill also help inrecruitment.
Parts of Punjab, Himachal
have also been connected.”

Union Minister Singh
described it as a historical
moment and said: “The first
train had arrived at the Jammu
Railway Station but for as
long as 50 years after that,
there was no further progress
and we had to wait for over
halfa century Narendra Modi
to take over as the Prime
Minister and resume the rail
extension work in J&K.”

“Establishment of this
railway division is not merely
a logistical milestone but a
reaffirmation of our
commitment to integrate
Jammu and Kashmir with
India’s economic growth tra-
jectory.”
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Austrian divisions

ustria is at a critical juncture as political uncertainty

looms following the resignation of Chancellor Karl

Nehammer. The collapse of coalition talks has un-
derscored the deep divisions within Austria’s political
spectrum, leaving the nation to grapple with its democra-
tic principles and its future direction. The challenge now
lies in balancing the rising influence of the far-right Free-
dom Party (FPO) with the stability of a centrist governance
model. The FPO'’s victory in the September elections, cou-
pled with its increasing popularity, marks a significant
shift in Austria’s political landscape. Its hardline positions,
particularly on immigration and its eurosceptic stance,
resonate with a growing section of the electorate. This
momentum reflects not only discontent with mainstream
politics but also a broader European trend where far-right
parties are capitalising on economic and social anxieties.
However, the prospect of an FPO-led government poses
critical questions about Austria’s commitment to demo-
cratic values and its position in the European Union. The
People’s Party (OVP), traditionally a pillar of Austrian pol-
itics, finds itself in an unenviable position. Partnering
with the FPO would mean conceding the role of junior
partner ~ a scenario unthinkable in the OVP’s storied his-
tory. Yet, refusing to engage with the FPO could lead to a
prolonged period of instability or snap elections, further
bolstering the FPO’s dominance. This dilemma highlights
a broader issue facing centrist parties across Europe: the
difficulty of reconciling ideological purity with the prag-
matic need for governance. President Alexander Van der
Bellen’s role becomes pivotal in this context. His decision
to either task FPO leader Herbert Kickl with forming a
government or call for new elections will shape Austria’s
immediate future. Both options carry risks. A snap elec-
tion could deepen existing divisions, while an FPO-led
government might challenge Austria’s democratic norms,
particularly given concerns over Mr Kickl’s controversial
rhetoric and positions.

Despite these challenges, Austria’s democratic insti-
tutions have historically shown resilience. The political
crisis offers an opportunity for introspection and renewal.
Centrist parties must address the underlying issues driv-
ing voters toward the far-right, such as economic insecu-
rity and cultural alienation. Failure to do so risks further
polarising the electorate and eroding trust in democratic
governance. This political impasse is a wake-up call for
Austria’s leaders to prioritise meaningful reforms that
address citizens' concerns, fostering trust in democratic
institutions and countering the appeal of populist rheto-
ric. Austria’s path forward must prioritise stability, inclu-
sivity, and adherence to democratic principles. While the
FPQ’s rise cannot be ignored, its potential role in govern-
ment should be carefully scrutinised to ensure it aligns
with Austria’s constitutional values and international
commitments. This is not merely a test of Austria’s polit-
ical leadership but a reflection of broader European chal-
lenges in navigating the complexities of populism and
democracy in the 21st century. Ultimately, Austria’s
choices will serve as a barometer for how democracies
can adapt and thrive amid ideological shifts. The outcome
will not only shape Austria’s trajectory but also offer les-
sons for other nations facing similar challenges.

GOP fault lines

F I \he narrow re-election of U.S. House Speaker Mike

Johnson highlights a fundamental tension within

the Republican Party. While the razor-thin majority
secured Mr Johnson’s victory, the drama surrounding the
vote underscores persistent divisions among House Re-
publicans, even under the shadow of President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s enduring influence. Mr Johnson’s path to re-
election offers a revealing case study of the party’s internal
dynamics. Initially lacking the votes needed to retain his
position, he managed to persuade key holdouts, including
Representative Keith Self, through protracted negotiations
and a personal nudge from Mr Trump. This intervention
demonstrates Mr Trump’s continued clout in shaping the
Republican agenda, but it also exposes cracks in the par-
ty’s unity. Representative Thomas Massie’s defiance and
the initial hesitation of other members are stark remin-
ders of the ideological diversity ~ and discord ~ within
Republican ranks. Mr Johnson’s victory speech, emphasi-
sing plans to extend Mr Trump’s 2017 tax cuts and dras-
tically reduce the size of government, signals a clear align-
ment with the incoming President’s priorities. However,
implementing these ambitious goals will require more
than rhetoric. The Republicans’ slim majority leaves little
room for error, especially as Mr Johnson contends with
high-stakes issues like the $36 trillion national debt. The
coming months will test whether the GOP can reconcile
its competing factions to govern effectively. One of the
most striking aspects of Mr Johnson’s tenure has been
his reliance on Democratic support to pass critical legisla-
tion, such as funding bills to prevent government shutdo-
wns. This pragmatic approach, while necessary, has irked
hardline conservatives who view bipartisan compromises
as betrayals of party principles. These tensions were evi-
dent in the lead-up to Mr Johnson’s re-election, where
internal dissent nearly cost him the speakership. The up-
coming special elections to replace Republicans nomi-
nated for positions in Mr Trump’s administration may
temporarily shrink the GOP’s majority, further compli-
cating Mr Johnson’s task. While these seats are unlikely
to flip, the reduced margin will exacerbate the challenges
of maintaining party discipline. Mr Trump’s role in Mr
Johnson'’s re-election underscores the President-elect’s
dominance over the party’s direction. Yet, this influence
comes at a cost. The need for Mr Trump’s intervention
to secure votes reveals a party struggling to coalesce aro-
und a unified vision. As Mr Trump’s administration pre-
pares to take office, the balancing act between advancing
his agenda and managing internal discord will be a defin-
ing challenge for House Republicans. Mr Johnson’s re-
election is more than a political victory ~ it is a litmus test
for the Republican Party’s ability to govern cohesively.
Whether Mr Johnson can navigate the minefield of ideo-
logical divisions and legislative priorities will determine
not only his legacy but also the party’s trajectory in the
Trump era. In this high-stakes environment, the GOP’s
greatest adversary may not be the Democrats but itself.
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Reset in Ties~1

Bangladesh’s fall from grace since 2020 has been precipitous. Foreign exchange
reserves dropped from $48 bn. in 2021 to around $20 bn. or less than three
months imports, foreign debt doubled since 2016 to $100 bn. with debt
servicing that will hit $3.56 bn. Crony capitalism, rampant corruption and a
huge capital flight led to the banking sector being left in disarray with non-
performing loans constituting 10.11 per cent of the total, and a liquidity crisis
led to halting of bank transactions on several occasions

fter winning four successive elec-

tions in 2008, 2014, 2018 and 2024

in Bangladesh, Prime Minister

heikh Hasina was forced by mass

protests to resign and flee to India on 5

August 2024. She had alienated both stu-

dents and the military, traditionally a toxic

combination in Bangladesh that leads to the
downfall of governments.

This would have come as no surprise to
any interested observer; Indian visitors had
been warned by local well-wishers since
2021 that India’s reputation was being pro-
gressively besmirched by Hasina'’s corrup-
tion and autocratic behaviour. Many Indian
observers, including former diplomats, had
warned in print that India’s influence was
in jeopardy after Hasina’s departure.

Once hailed as a pro-democracy
leader, Hasina in 2011 annulled the law that
provided for free and fair elections under
a caretaker government, opposing advice
from a commission that the practice should
continue for some time.

Each of her three victories after 2008
were regarded as sham with either the
opposition absent or intimidated by thou-
sands of arrests. The USA and EU made
their displeasure public, and in 2021 Wash-
ington sanctioned the Rapid Action Battal-
ion for human rights violations.

Nevertheless, Hasina and her party the
Awami League was robustly supported by
New Delhi because Bangladesh’s geography
makes it intrinsic to India’s security with
4,156 km of common border and its north-
ern and eastern frontiers contiguous with
India’s sensitive Northeast states.

Hasina was accommodative to India’s
security concerns which overrode other
considerations, but it would be interesting
to speculate on what advice, if any, New
Delhi rendered to Hasina during the recent
past about the gathering storm. If any advice
was given, it was likely to have been ignored,
since the former prime minister is a self-
righteous personality, impervious to rea-
soned argument.

Hasina’s attraction for Indian support
is plausible; refusal to allow Bangladesh to
be used against India by state or non-state
actors; apprehensions about the main oppo-
sition BNP/Jamaat’s tilt to political Islam,
that she was conscious about India’s fears
about Bangladesh ties with China, that
Bangladesh would never forget India’s role
in the liberation struggle of 1971 against
Pakistan, USA and China, and that China
was only a development partner and not a
strategic one.

Bangladesh'’s fall from grace since 2020
has been precipitous. A country of 170 mil-
lion (with minority Hindus, Christians and
Buddhists numbering about 13 million), it
was one of the fastest-growing economies
in the region, its per capita income had
tripled over the last decade, and the World

Bank estimated that 25 million people were
lifted out of poverty in two decades.

With Chinese assistance, Hasina had
undertaken huge infrastructure projects,
including the flagship $2.9 bn. Padma
bridge. After the Covid pandemic, there was
less absolute poverty but also less economic
equality, fewer foreign remittances and job
losses in the informal sector. More than 32
million Bangladeshis received social benefits
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The writers are, respectively, a student of politics,
religion and partition history’s aftermath, and India’s
former foreign secretary.

or stipends to support school children.

Foreign exchange reserves dropped
from $48 bn. in 2021 to around $20 bn. or
less than three months imports, foreign debt
doubled since 2016 to $100 bn. with debt
servicing that will hit $3.56 bn. Bangladesh
is the world's second-largest garment
exporter and shipped more than $45 bn.
worth to Europe and USA but reliance on
garments exports made it vulnerable to
external shocks.

Crony capitalism, rampant corruption
and a huge capital flight led to the banking
sector being left in disarray with non-per-
forming loans constituting 10.11 per cent of
the total, and a liquidity crisis led to halting
of bank transactions on several occasions.
Inflation is over 9 per cent, while the market
indicates a far higher rate and there is a cost-
of-living crisis. The Bangladeshi Taka depre-
ciated about 28 per cent over the past year,
and Dhaka asked for a loan of $4.7 bn. from
IMF to avert a balance of payment crisis in
return for greater austerity.

On the domestic scene, in the absence
of free media and an independent judiciary,
the human rights situation caused concern.
With violence and misuse of the state appa-
ratus, a staggering number of arrests and
convictions, indiscriminate approach to
detain thousands of opposition workers,
and thousands of cases of enforced disap-
pearances, blindings and extra-judicial
killings since 2009, Hasina’s support erod-
ed.

Public protests in 2024 erupted, trig-
gered by reservations for descendants of
freedom fighters, which were widely inter-
preted as corrupt favouritism. The police
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were instructed to open fire and 90 persons
were killed in a single day.

Transparency International ranked
Bangladesh the 12th most corrupt country
of 180 and V-Dem 154th out of 202 in the
liberal democracy index. The judicial system
was weaponized to attack journalists, hu-
man rights activists, NGOs and civil society
leaders. Mohammed Yunus, winner of the
2006 Nobel Peace Prize for his pioneering
work in microcredit and village uplift, and
Mahfuz Anam. the editor of the popular
Daily Star. were persecuted with dozens of
trumped-up charges.

For more than a decade, Awami
League’s youth wing the Chhatra League
ruled campuses with an iron grip while
Chhatra Dal, the BNP counterpart main-
tained a precarious presence and Jamaat'’s
Chhatra Shibir was forced underground.
Chhatra League has now been banned for
forcing opponents out of campuses, tortur-
ing and murdering opposition students.

After Hasina’s self-exile, the interim
government under Mohamed Yunus has
promised to redress past wrongs but Bang-
ladesh is facing great challenges. While
Yunus has announced his intention of elec-
tions by early 2026, he faces pressure from
Students against Discrimination and Jatiya
Nagorik Committee’s demand for urgent
reforms and a new constitution.

Reform Commissions have been estab-
lished with a long agenda to report within
three months, but it will take time, perhaps
till the next elected government, to pro-
nounce on justice, equality and accounta-
bility. The task in Dhaka is to prioritise the
exigencies, facilitate dialogue across society
and provide stability.

The heads of security forces have apol-
ogized and transfers effected, but issues of
responsibility and accountability still need
to be addressed. The main public gain in the
short run is seen as freedom of expression
without fear.

An overthrow of constituted authority
is commonplace among SAARC members.
Apart from India and Bhutan, every country
has suffered this upheaval. Irrespective of
the many warning signals, New Delhi
appeared taken aback at Hasina’s overthrow
and arrival in India, where she remains in a
‘secure location’ and delivers the occasional
statement, inter alia, accusing Yunus of
being illegitimate and involved in genocide.

Her son’s Facebook’s posts from out-
side Bangladesh also aggravate the relation-
ship between New Delhi and Dhaka. Hasina
is as unlikely to return home in the near
future as Assad to Syria or al-Alimi to
Yemen, and although politics, quoting Bis-
marck, is the art of the possible, it is highly
improbable that Hasina, now 77, will have
any future leadership role.

(To Be Concluded)
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Overcoming
adversity
in 2025

ilipinos have consistently met

the coming of a new year with

hope and excitement, as it rep-

resents a fresh start, looking
forward to better days ahead, and a
chance to begin again after reflecting
on the year that was.

However, the events of 2024 ~
from geopolitical upheavals to local
political skirmishes on top of lingering
issues with inflation and interest rates
~ have proven to be so challenging
that even Filipinos’ vaunted ability to
look at life as a glass half-full has been
shaken.

As a result, only 90 percent of the
people expect 2025 to be a good year,
down 6 percentage points from 96 per-
cent last year. This was the lowest level
of optimism since 2009, according to
the survey released last week by the
Social Weather Stations (SWS).

At the same time, those entering
2025 with “fear” rose to 10 percent
from only 3 percent in last year’s sur-
vey. It was also the highest level since
the 11 percent recorded in 2009,
according to the SWS. These sobering
results are consistent with the Business
Expectations Survey conducted by the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, which
showed a sharp decline in optimism
among members of the Filipino busi-
ness community in the first three
months of 2025.

The index fell to 40.3 percent from
56.8 percent in the previous quarter’s
survey, with concerns about slowing

INCuUIIRER

consumer demand because of high
inflation and interest rates, tempering
their hopes for a better 2025. Business
sentiment was also less optimistic for
the next 12 months, with the overall
confidence index decreasing to 56.4
percent from the previous quarter’s
survey result of 58 percent.

The reasons behind the downbeat
outlook for this year include grave con-
cerns over weaker demand for local
products and services, stiff competi-
tion here and abroad, adverse impact
on their business of escalating geopo-
litical tensions, and the possibility that
inflation may pick up again after set-
tling within the government’s target
range of 2 to 4 percent.

Indeed, inflation has been the
most nagging concern for a few
years running. A separate survey by
Ipsos revealed that as high as 80 per-
cent of Filipinos expect inflation to rise
next year.

“While economists point out that
inflation ~ and interest rates ~ have
fallen in many countries, you might
assume that consumers should be feel-
ing more positive by now about their
own financial situation and more opti-
mistic about where their country’s
economy is headed in 2025,” Ipsos
chief executive officer Ben Page said.

“In fact, they are the opposite. The
legacy of high inflation over the past
few years is that an expectation of price
rises is now hard-wired into the public
consciousness,” he added.

The Ipsos report in fact said that
for most Filipinos, inflation or the rate
of increase in the prices of basic goods
and services has yet to normalize with
28 percent even expecting inflation to
never return to normal.

“While inflation rates are going
down, people are not feeling it in the
way policymakers and central banks
would have hoped,” Ipsos said. “Peo-
ple expect price rises across all areas
of spending, from utilities to food.” No
wonder then that the prospect of greet-
ing the new year with renewed hope
and excitement has palled for many
Filipinos.

Filipinos have been no less clear
on what they want their government
to do: control inflation, bring down
prices, especially of rice, and that
optimism should rise in step with
lower prices.

Growing ties

SIR, Recent bilateral conversa-
tions between Indian and Amer-
ican diplomats during the final
days of the administration tran-
sition underscore the growing
strategic alignment between the
two nations.

These discussions highlight

an emerging partnership, not
only based on economic and
trade ties but also on shared
geopolitical concerns and values.

The alignment between In-
dia and the U.S. has been evident
across multiple areas, particularly
in defense, trade, and regional
security.

As both countries navigate
the evolving global order, they
increasingly find common grou-
nd, especially in countering Chi-
na’s growing influence in the
Indo-Pacific region. Joint military
exercises, defense technology
cooperation, and a shared inter-
estin free and open international
trade reflect the deepening strate-
gic congruence.

epaper.thestateermn,ﬂ?{n

Furthermore, India’s role in
global issues, such as climate
change and multilateral diploma-
cy, continues to resonate with
U.S. priorities. These factors sig-
nal a maturing relationship that
transcends administration tran-
sitions and is likely to strengthen
in the years ahead.

As global challenges become
more interconnected, the grow-
ing partnership between India
and the U.S. holds significant
promise for addressing security,
economic stability, and climate
resilience.

The final days of the transi-
tion period have underscored the
continuity and potential of this
relationship, offering a strong
foundation for future collabora-
tion.

Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 6 January.

SIR, The GST issue has to be seri-
ously reviewed. It is being used
now as the prime revenue earner
for the government and in that
avatar ending up as the principal
whipping instrument on the
backs of the Indian poor and
middle class.

The revenue garnered from
GST was being published month-
ly but lately the release of figures
has been erratic. The government
wants to suppress this highway
robbery that they are indulging in
for fear of being criticised.

GST has been exorbitant and
all pervasive, being levied on
almost all transactions without
exception. It is just not the levy of
the tax on life insurance and
mediclaim that is being widely
talked about as unfair, but the
fact that GST is imposed on

almost everything without giving
any grace or exemption or con-
cession.

When the government and
the Finance Minister pick on
items like popcorn and turn it
into a tamasha, it is almost as if
they are making fun of the peo-
ple. Taxation is a necessary evil
which all of us understand but in
its application it should be simple
and not overly harsh. What is
happening now with the govern-
ment is that in its glee at having
a tax measure that is bringing in
revenue, it is neglecting other rev-
enue measures like Income Tax.
Thus there is an imbalance in the
emphasis on tax measures which
is not a healthy sign as all revenue
instruments should be adminis-
tered effectively.

Yours, etc.,
S Kamat, Mysore, 2 January.
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The Taliban fiasco

HARSHA KAKAR

he Centre for Research and

Security Studies states that in

2024 Pakistan had a total of

1,166 terrorist attacks and
counter-terrorism operations which
resulted in 2,546 fatalities and 2,267
injuries. Among them 685 fatalities
were of military personnel. According
to Pakistan’s DG Inter Services Public
Relations “383 officers and soldiers
died while neutralising 925 terrorists
through nearly 60,000 intelligence-
based operations.”

This was the deadliest year for
security forces and the country in
terms of terrorist incidents. Attacks on
Pakistan’s security forces have been
rising since the emergence of the Tal-
iban government in Kabul. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan alone
accounted for 94 per cent of fatalities
and 89 per cent of incidents.

There were also a number of
attacks on Chinese workers employed
in the CPEC, which is also guarded by
two corps of the Pakistan army, lead-
ing to anger from the Chinese leader-
ship. It was frustration at being
unable to stem these attacks that
compelled Pakistan to launch its
airstrikes on Tehreek-e-Taliban Pak-
istan (TTP) training camps situated in
the border regions of Afghanistan.

Pakistan has repeatedly been
accusing the Taliban of providing
sanctuaries to the TTP. The Kabul
leadership, on the other hand, has
been claiming that either the TTP
does not exist on its soil, or that Pak-
istan can negotiate with it. Recently
the Taliban Information Minister,
Khairullah Khairkhwa, mentioned
that Kabul would continue providing
shelter to the TTP as they are its
‘guests.” This varying stand has been

the bone of contention between
Islamabad and Kabul.

As per the Taliban, Pakistan’s air
strikes killed almost 50 civilians in
Patika, all Pashtun refugees from Pak-
istan and mostly women and children.
Pakistan later admitted to the air
strikes, claiming it targeted TTP camps
only while Shehbaz Sharief again
sought improved ties with Kabul. He
said, “We have conveyed to the Afghan
government that we desire good ties
with them but TTP should be stopped
from killing our innocent people.”

Pakistan claims these strikes were
aimed at protecting its citizens from
attacks emanating from across the
border. However, for the Taliban it
was a violation and an attack on their
soil, to which they were compelled to
respond. In response, the Taliban
moved its forces and attacked Pak-
istan troops and its posts along the
Durand Line. While Pakistani media
admitted to few casualties, the Tal-
iban claimed many more. The truth
would be somewhere in between.

The Taliban has repeatedly threat-
ened Pakistan that any attempt to mil-
itarily engage it would be catastrophic.
It cites failures of Great Britain, the
Soviet Union and the US in suppress-
ing it. Recently Pakistan has begun
threatening to capture the Wakhan
Corridor, linking Afghanistan to China.
This corridor is Afghanistan’s Chick-
en’s neck. This would give Pakistan
direct border access with Tajikistan,
thereby enabling it to give a boost to
anti-Taliban groups, currently operat-
ing from Tajikistan.

Pakistan has repeatedly closed its
borders with Afghanistan attempting
to apply pressure of trade on it. How-
ever, with India and Iran opening the
Chabahar port there has been little
impact. It even raised Kabul’s support

to the TTP in the UNSC to little effect.

Pakistan is aware that in the cur-
rent circumstances it would face little
international criticism for cross-bor-
der strikes. The major reason is that
Israel has been doing the same in
recent times. Further, these actions
would convince the Chinese that it is
acting against groups which target
them and the CPEC. It also internally
covers their failure in curbing terror-
ism by projecting support from an
external entity. As a perpetual excuse,
every terrorist group acting against
the Pakistani state is being billed as
being supported by India. Attacks in
Afghanistan indicate a possible
change to this theory.

Pakistan has been able to take aer-
ial action with impunity because
Afghanistan lacks resources to defend
its airspace. Pakistan hesitates to
attempt a ground invasion aware that it
would be countered fiercely by the Tal-
iban. It has also not attempted to cap-
ture parts of Afghanistan for the same
purpose. The targeting of Pashtuns on
the Afghan side will anger Pakistani
Pashtuns adding to support for the TTP.

A major lesson which emerges for
Pakistan is that supporting terrorist
groups does not pay. It backed the Tal-
iban for decades in its fight against the
US and NATO forces. It hoped that the
Kabul regime would play second fiddle
to it and could also be exploited to
enhance terrorism in Kashmir. Islam-
abad had hoped that Afghans would
be grateful to Pakistan, but the reverse
happened. It is the most hated nation
in Afghanistan, while India is the most
loved. In fact, Kabul is closer to New
Delhi than Islamabad.

India fought for the freedom of
Bangladesh from Pakistan in 1971. It
supported the state in its formative
years. It has over decades backed the

a lesson for Pakistan

S

country financially and diplomatically
and resolved all territorial disputes with
it. Post the recent coup, resulting in the
overthrow of the Sheikh Hasina regime,
the scenario has reversed. India is no
longer considered as the architect of its
freedom. The anti-India wave is far
higher than ever before. Dacca is now
closer to Islamabad than New Delhi.

While Pakistan may launch limit-
ed strikes in Afghanistan, it will con-
tinue to engage them, hoping the lead-
ership will see the light. Its economic
threats by closing the border and other
means of coercion are being offset by
other nations opening doors.

India too continues to engage
diplomatically and economically with
Dhaka, including providing it food-
grains at discounted rates, hoping it
is able to stem the anti-India tide and
keep relations on an even keel. If anti-
India groups are provided bases in

Bangladesh at some time, India may
run out of patience and be compelled
to act. The recent visit of the Indian
Foreign Secretary, Vikram Misri, was
aimed at conveying this message.
This is happening because both
Afghanistan and Bangladesh are dom-
inated by Islamists, who tend to
ignore global norms. While Dhaka has
still not opened doors for anti-India
terrorist groups on its soil, the possi-
bility of it happening looms large.
While the Taliban appear to have for-
gotten Pakistan’s backing and sup-
port, Bangladesh was thus far grateful
to India only because it was ruled by
descendants of Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman, the founder of the country.
With the end of the Sheikh Hasina
regime everything has changed.

(The writer is a retired Major-General of the
Indian Army.)

LEE BYUNG-JONG

his New Year dawns under a
shadow in South Korea, absent
the usual joy and optimism.
Instead, the country is beset by
a series of crises that weigh heavily on
its spirit. The impeachment of Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol and the ensuing
political instability is just one facet of
the turmoil. Economically, stagnant
exports are reeling under pressure, with
further damage anticipated from the
protectionist policies of the incoming
Trump administration. Adding to the
collective grief, the tragic plane crash
in Muan has shaken the nation to its
core. For many, this period represents
Korea’s “darkest hour” in decades.

As a former foreign journalist
who covered South Korea’s turbulent
times in the 1990s, I can’t help but
draw parallels between then and now.
The late 1990s were marked by polit-
ical paralysis, violent street demon-
strations and labour unrest. Presi-
dents were jailed on corruption and
insurrection charges, and the econo-
my teetered on the brink of collapse,
necessitating a humiliating bailout by
the International Monetary Fund.
Tragic incidents like the Sampoong
Department Store collapse further
compounded the nation’s anguish.
The similarities with today’s chal-
lenges are striking.

This raises an uncomfortable but
necessary question: What went wrong
with Korea? How did a nation celebrat-
ed for its dynamic democracy and
vibrant economy reach this point?
Once hailed as a shining example of
political and economic transformation,

S Korea must

South Korea now faces a reckoning that
demands serious introspection.

One potential answer lies in a
recurring pattern of complacency. In
the 1990s, Koreans grappled with the
same realization - they had perhaps
celebrated their achievements prema-
turely. They perhaps opened their
champagne too early. The hard-earned
victories in democracy and economic
growth led to a collective stagnation,
with society failing to set new goals or
embrace necessary reforms. Unfortu-
nately, today’s crisis seems to echo this
same complacency.

The democracy Koreans fought so
valiantly to achieve has struggled to
evolve. The 1987 Constitution, born
out of mass democratic protests, no
longer aligns with contemporary
needs. Proposals to replace the one-
term presidency with a two-term sys-
tem for greater political stability have
stalled due to partisan infighting. Sim-
ilarly, calls to curb the risks of an impe-
rial presidency and modernize political
institutions have gone unheeded.

Korea’s single-member con-
stituency system in the National
Assembly has also fuelled divisive,
polarized politics. Its winner-takes-all
approach exacerbates regional rival-
ries and entrenches political stagna-
tion. Efforts to introduce a more
inclusive multi-member constituency
system have been repeatedly blocked
by vested interests clinging to the sta-
tus quo. The highly divided legislature
often clashes head on with the admin-
istration, resulting in gridlock and an
inability to pass meaningful reforms.

Economically, South Korea
appears trapped in an out-dated

confront hard truths

model. The bold reforms of the late
1990s have given way to inertia, leaving
the economy overly reliant on a hand-
ful of conglomerates and export-heavy
industries like semiconductors and
automobiles. When these sectors fal-
ter, the entire economy suffers. Recent
declines in the won and the local stock
market eerily echo the financial crisis
of the 1990s, sparking alarm both
domestically and internationally.

The corporate over-leverage that
triggered the 1997-1998 financial cri-
sis has largely been addressed, but a
new economic challenge looms -
household debt. South Korea's house-
hold debt ranks among the highest in
the world relative to GDP, with many
families heavily reliant on borrowing
for essential expenses like housing
and education. This growing debt
burden significantly hampers con-
sumer spending, which is critical for
offsetting declines in export perform-
ance. Consequently, South Korea’s
economy remains alarmingly suscep-
tible to external shocks, much as it
was two decades ago.

Perhaps the most troubling signs
lie in the country’s fraying social fabric.
Increasing inequality, a wide gender
gap, generational divides and regional
disparities are fast straining social
cohesion. Hyper-competitive schools
and workplaces are taking a toll on
mental health, particularly among the
youth, resulting in one of the highest
suicide rates in the world. Many young
Koreans are abandoning hopes of mar-
riage and family, leading to the lowest
birth rate among OECD nations.

This demographic crisis, coupled
with one of the world’s fastest-aging

populations, threatens to place
unsustainable financial burdens on
future generations. Also, many elderly
Koreans live in poverty due to inade-
quate pensions. Yet critical reforms to
the national pension system and
social safety nets remain mired in
political deadlock.

The persistence of devastating
human-induced disasters further
underscores systemic failings. Inci-
dents like the Sewol Ferry sinking,
the Itaewon crowd tragedy, and the
recent Muan plane crash highlight a
lingering disregard for public safety,
despite past lessons from tragedies
like the Sampoong Department
Store collapse.

Yet, as Winston Churchill
famously said during World War I,
“The darkest hour is just before
dawn.” These words, spoken during
Britain’s gravest moment with threats
of a Nazi German invasion, were a ral-
lying cry for resilience and renewal,
not despair and disappointment.
Koreans have weathered crises before
with courage and determination, and
they can do so again. While this New
Year may feel like the gloomiest in
recent memory, it also offers an
opportunity - a chance to confront
hard truths, embrace change, and
forge a brighter future.

The Korea Herald/ANN.
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YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION
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This is in every way and we're all 1 Stadium music painter 19 Formerly fortified
sacred for audience connected featuring ELO (8) wine and strong beer
(6) (2,3,2,2,6) post-break-up, 7 Refuse to break (6)

8 Cyclist, say, cycling 18 Adolescent initially making comeback sweat (5) 21 I'll stay in festival for
before and behind (8) needs support earlier (8) 9 Crimes of these short time -it's

10 Maybe ecology sees on (4) 2 A soldier in the receivers? more relaxed (6)
Crosophile in 20 Instrument held in pampas? That's (6) 22 Bread - a way to get
landscape catching one area? Unusual bananas (9) 14 15A refuted Japanese sort to rise
cold (7) (10) 3 Folk hero regularly (4,2,3) (5)

11 An ancient royal pub 24 Tree in WWI battle seen to split apple 15 Regarding request for 23 A film for everyone

15 Mainland/North lona
steamship’s working

Paris for anybody routine work, ends in (5)
who's striking (10) more stress (8) 5 Ratseenin ariver 17
13 Fruit and veg recipe 27 A cereal crop, except several years running

(4) on pastureland (6) (6)

DOWN

joins a row over hotel swathed in gas (7) with head shot plain cake? in the round is a
(7) 25 Give up the burden (6) (8) wonderful

12 | heard a common (7) 4 In our Airbnb we have 16 Character’'s new, thing (5)
pet's expensive in 26 Brings up return of this climbing wild rose not initially

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

6 Edward holds that
place is linked with a (8)

fully developed (6)
A fury flies up with
consort high
above the

ground

NOTE: Solution for
Sunday's cryptic
crossword will be carried
hext Sunday
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OCCASIONAL NOTES

UNTIL yesterday the best joke of the
Christmas season was commonly supposed
to be the Bengalee’s suggestion that His Excel-
lency the Governor would not show such a
lack of “statesmanship” as not to release for
the afternoon the two M. L. C.’s arrested
under the Ordinance in order that they might
attend the Council on Wednesday to vote
against the measure. This, however, has been
entirely eclipsed by the news that these two
members have now been formally sum-
moned to attend the Council meeting, and
that the High Court has been hastily invoked
in order to secure that the Council shall not
meet till these two members are permitted to
attend. Pour le comble, as the French say,
which being freely translated means “to put
the lid on,” one of them has a number of
amendments on the order paper. This is a
complete answer to the saying that East and
West shall never meet, for anything more like
the joyous politics of Ireland it is difficult to
imagine. It is indeed a master stroke in rec-
onciliation. Solventur risu tabulae.
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BRITAIN'S ATTITUDE

FRANCO-AMERICAN
NEGOTIATIONS

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)

WITH regard to various newspaper
reports in reference to the British attitude
towards any negotiations between France
and the United States in relation to the
French debt to America, it may be recalled
that the general policy of the British Gov-
ernment was outlined by Mr. Winston
Churchill, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in
the House of Commons on December 10.

Mr. Churchill said: “Speaking general-
ly, I would venture to say that we do not
wish to hinder any arrangement for mutual
benefit which may be entered into between
two friendly nations allied or associated
with us in the Great War. We consider it
essential, however, that any payments
made by our debtors in Europe to their
créditor in the United States should be
accompanied simultaneously by propor-
tionate payments to Great Britain.”

It may be added that in authoritative
quarters it is declared that the British Gov-
ernment regards itself as bound by the
British settlement with the United States
and that it does not propose to ask for most
favoured nation terms in regard to the
British Debt. The question is a moral one,
however, and if such terms were offered
they would obviously be accepted. More-
over, while as Mr. Churchill stated, America
may make such terms as she likes with
France without Britain offering objections,
the British Government would naturally
consider itself free to make any arrange-
ment with France independently of terms
obtained by France from America.

PRISON CONGRESS

GROWING SUPPORT
FOR GREAT CRUSADE

(“TIMES"” SPECIAL SERVICE.)
LONDON, JAN. 6.

IN an article dealing with the forthcom-
ing meeting in London of the International
Prison Congress, The Times says that this
year the Congress will be more fully repre-
sentative of the civilized nations of the world,
for besides India, New Zealand, South Africa
and Japan such newcomers as Siam and the
leading States of South America have shown
cordial sympathy with the movement.

Itis to be hoped, adds The Times, that,
Canada, Australia, Newfoundland, Rhode-
sia and the Crown Colonies will contribute
towards the importance of the jubilee of
the Congress by joining the Mother country
and the other British Dominions in this
great world crusade against bad criminal
law and bad prisons.

FIND IN MONASTERY

TREASURES HIDDEN
FROM THE
BOLSHEVIKS

(“TIMES” SPECIAL SERVICE.)
LONDON, JAN.6.

THE Soviet Press reports that the author-
ities have discovered in a Kieff monastery
about a hundredweight of gold, two tons of
silver, and great quantities of old silver coins,
gold vessels, crucifixes and precious stones
hidden from the Bolsheviks in 1921-22.

Certain counter-revolutionary corre-
spondence was also discovered, and the
Soviet Press foreshadows an important trial
of ecclesiastics.

BENGAL COUNCIL

NO ADMISSION TO
VISITORS

THE following communication has
been received from the Secretary to the
Bengal Legislative Council: —

The President of the Bengal Legislative
Council regrets to be obliged to disappoint
those visitors to whom tickets of admission
have been issued for to-day’s meeting of
the Council : but he finds himself under the
necessity of keeping all the public galleries
cleared. No persons other than members
of the Council and holders of Press tickets
will be admitted.

These orders will remain in force until
further notice.
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8 security personnel, driver
killed iInMaoist attack

Thesecurity teamwasreturning fromajointanti-Maoist operation whentheirvehicle wastargeted

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, 8 JANUARY

ight District Reserve

Guard (DRG) per-

sonnel and the driver

of their vehicle were
killed in a Maoist ambush
on the Kutru-Bedre road in
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur district
on Monday.

"The attack, which took
place near Amboli village
around 2:15 pm, involved a
powerful IED blast followed
by gunfire. The security team
was returning from a joint
anti-Maoist operation when
their vehicle was targeted,"
Bastar Range IG P Sundarraj
said.

Accordingtoreports, five
other personnel were injured
in the attack, with three
reported to be in critical con-
dition. The insurgents det-
onated the IED on a bridge,
destroying the police vehicle
and causing significant casu-
alties.

Sourcesrevealed that the
Maoists fired on the security
personnel following the explo-
sion.

The DRG team, which has
played a crucial role in count-
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er-insurgency operations in
the Bastarregion, was return-
ing after a high-risk mission.
This attack is believed to be
an attempt by the Maoists

toretaliate against the increas-
ing pressure from intensified
security operations.

The injured were airlifted
for medical treatment, while

a combing operation has
been launched in the area
to track the attackers.

The ambush highlights
the persistent challenge posed

According to reports,
five other personnel
were injured in the
attack, with three
reported to be in crit-
ical condition. The
insurgents detonated
the IED on a bridge,
destroying the police
vehicle and causing
multiple casualties.

by Maoist insurgents in south-
ern Chhattisgarh, despite
ongoing efforts by security
forces to eliminate extrem-
ism.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has repeatedly
emphasised the government’s
commitment to eradicating
Maoist influence from the
region by 2026. However,
this attack underscores the
rebels’ capacity to strike
back, utilising guerrilla tactics
and the dense terrain to their
advantage.

Security forces have
launched combing operations
in the area to track down
the perpetrators, vowing a
strongresponse to this attack.

Bijapur journalist murder: Mastermind
Suresh Chandrakaar arrested in Hyderabad

SHISHIR ROY CHOWDHURY
RAIPUR, 6 JANUARY

In a significant breakthrough,
Chhattisgarh Police's Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
has arrested Suresh Chan-
drakaar, a contractor and
Congress worker, accused
of masterminding the grue-
some murder of journalist
Mukesh Chandrakaar. The
arrest, carried out late on 5
January in Hyderabad, was
confirmed by the Bastar IG
P Sundarraj, who shed light
on the case that has sparked
nationwide outrage and
raised serious concerns
about the safety of journalists
in conflict zones.

Mukesh Chandrakaar,
33, ajournalist from Bijapur,
was known for his fearless
reporting on left wing insur-
gency and corruption in
government projects. On 1
January, 2025, he went miss-
ing. His mutilated body was
discovered two days later
in a sealed septic tank on
Suresh Chandrakaar's prop-
erty in Chhatanpara local-
ity.

The post-mortem report
detailed the sheer brutality
of the attack- Mukesh’s liver
was torn into four pieces,
five ribs were broken, his
skull had 15 fractures, his
heartwas ruptured, and his
neck was snapped. The doc-

tor conducting the autopsy
described it as one of the
most gruesome murders
they had encountered.

Mukesh’s investigative
work on corruption in Public
Works Department (PWD)
projects exposed irregular-
ities in road construction
contracts awarded to Suresh
Chandrakaar. Sources reveal
that the project costs were
inflated from Rs 56 crore to
Rs 112 crore, and payments
were allegedly made for
incomplete work. This
expose is believed to have
angered Suresh, who then
plotted the journalist’s mur-
der.

Primary investigation
suggests that on the night
ofthe murder, an argument
broke out during dinner.
Suresh’s brother, Ritesh,
and supervisor, Mahendra,
attacked Mukesh with iron
rods, inflicting fatal injuries.
His body was dumped in a

septic tank and sealed with
cement, while another
accomplice, Dinesh, stood
guard. The attackers also
destroyed Mukesh’s phone
and the murder weapon.

After the murder, Suresh
fled Chhattisgarh, evading
law enforcement agencies.
The SIT, formed to probe
the case, tracked his move-
ments using over 200 CCTV
footages and 300 mobile
numbers. He was finally
apprehended in Hyderabad.
Authorities have frozen four
of Suresh’s bank accounts
and demolished severalille-
gal constructions linked to
him.

Despite the arrest, ques-
tions are beingraised about
the police investigation.
Senior journalist Alok Kumar
Putul, speaking to The States-
man, highlighted concerns
about procedural lapses.
“There are reports that the
crime scene was not sealed,
and no forensic team was
called to examine it. While
it’s possible the police are
maintaining confidentiality,
presenting concrete evidence
and reliable witnesses in
court will be their biggest
challenge,” he said. These
gaps in investigation have
fueled skepticism over
whether justice will prevail
or if the case will falter due
to weak prosecution.

T E N D E R

West Bengal Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes & Other
Backward Classes Development & Finance Corporation

e-Tendar Notice No. E-CPM-GSU-
=l Ba k ADRA-01-2025 Dated : 03.01.2025.

CF-217/A/1 Sector-, Salt Lake, Kolkata - 700064 Chisf Project Manager/G3U/S.E.

Railway/Adra inviles 01 (One) no.
Expression of Interest a-tandor for the following work
Eol is invited for procurement of up 1o 1 lakh bicycles (Boys & Girls) Description of works ; Chandi-Puruiia
under Sabooj Sathi scheme from local manufacturers of West Jn, Replacement of 50 K galion Overhaad
Eol document is aiready available in whsah-uniuthi?mr.ln, RCC tank at Purulta & Chandil station.
wbbcdev.gov.in and anagraswarkalyan.gov.in from 06-01-2025. Tender Value : T 4 67,04 140,44 The
Last date and time for submission of Eol — 3.00 PM of 21-01-2025. closing date and time of e-tenders is on
Pre — Bid Meeting on 10-01-2025 at 4.00 PM. For details, Contact - 2901, 2025 at 15.00 hrs. Deltails of above
033 40261500/1506 or mai your quenes o dm.scstdfcf@gmail.com

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

e-lendar may please b seen ol wobsile

Managing Director W Irapa.gov.in (PR-0B4
TEaaw curd v srrEiis ayre

ey Vsl wrelTw e

nwitation of offer for Interior, Fumnishing,

of Amguri, Hasimara, Jaldhaka HP &
Kuchlibarl Branch
Uttarbanga Kshetriya Gramin Bank
invites RFP for Interior Furnishing,
Counter Work & Elecirical & Data
Cabling Work al Amguri, Hasimara,
Jaldhaka HP & Kuchlibari Branch of
Uttarbanga Kshelriya Gramin Bank
Kindly download the formais / terms and
conditions from the wab site
hitp:!www.ubkgb.org. The last date of
submession of bed proposal s 27"
January, 2025 up to 3:00 PM, -

General Manage
Uttarbanga Kshetriya Gramin Bank

REVISED E-AUCTION PROGRAMME FOR
SALE OF RAILWAY SCRAP MATERIAL

E-Auction programme for sale of rallway scrap materials under
jurisdiction of Lumding for the month of January, 2025 has been
fixed as under.

SH] Months | Dated Fixed
1 | January/2025 J 07-01-2025, 17-01-2025, 23-01-2025 & 31-01-2025

interesied bidders can participate in E-Auction programme
through IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in

: Sr. Divisional Material Manager, Lumding Division
Lﬂ HnIITHEn'I‘ HDHTIH RAILWAY

CLESTITIErS: WRIITT & Simie

DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER

Mangrove Division, North — Konkan
Ph.N.: 022 6930 9286

E-mail: dfommcui@gmail.com

TENDER NOTICE

(Supply of Manpower in Mangrove Forest Offices for
implementation of Office / Field work)

Tender Notice No. DFO / MDNK / 29 / 2024-25

Online tenders are hereby invited in the prescribed form by Divi-
sional Forest Officer, Mangrove Division, North — Konkan from reg-
istered / licensed manpower supplier (labour contractor) for supply
of Manpower for implementation for various manpower services on
contract basis for the period of February 2025 to January 2026.
The details of Manpower required is mentioned in Annexure A and
Annexure B.

Prescribed tender form, list of manpower required and terms and
conditions for supply of Manpower will be available on website:
http://www.mahatenders.gov.in from 03-01-2025 @ 11-00 hrs.
The tender schedule is enclosed here for information. Pre-bid
Meeting on 16-01-2025 @ 11-00 hrs, at Thane Office. The Tender
Document sale & acceptance process carried out as per tender
schedule on e-tendering website: http://www.mahatenders.gov.in

Online submission on e-tendering website
http://www.mahatenders.gov.in

Technical & Financial Bid will be opened on dated 24-01-2025 at
11.00 hrs. in the Office of The Divisional Forest Officer, Mangrove
Division = North Konkan, Thane in the presence of tenderers or
their authorized representatives who wish to be present. The award
of contract will be subject to the fulfilment of terms and conditions
given in the detailed tender.

Note:

1. Tenderers are hereby informed that a non-refundable fee of
Rs. 5,000 (Rupees five thousand) only must be paid, along with
an Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) of Rs. 1,20,000 (Rupees one
lakh twenty thousand) only. Payment should be made through
the process specified on the website:
http://lwww.mahatenders.gov.in

2. The tenderer should submit Technical Bid & Financial Bid in
separate folder on or before dated 24-01-2025 @ 11-00 hrs.

3. The undersigned reserves the right to accept, reject, modify, or
cancel any or all tenders, either partially or entirely, without
providing any reason.

D. P. Khade
Divisional Forest Officer

Mangrove Division — North Konkan
DGIPR/ROC-5472/2425

W33 2438 3311 1A

13332425, DE-01-25

HOWRAH MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

4 MAHATEA CAMNDH ROAD HOWRAH-T1TERY
Fas 033 3641 GE30 Wy P PumC N

W | HMIC / TH | SE / 23 / 24-28
a-Tondar Notice

& Tender in presdnitsed lom ame beng mviled by Supsnniandng Enginaar, FHMC fod
impicwemen] ol Rosd by masle saphall ot Mahendrs Bhaltscharnes Hoad from
Wihymsagar statue 1o Santraganchs More under Ward Mo 25 43 & 44 of HMC area
from reputed. resourcelul & bona fide contracion havng sufficent experence n
srniar nahure of work Relatod indormabon in detad will be availlable from e o- Tendes
Mohce & the I:‘-u-p.lrl.r\u-nl af Sk hpswhisnders. gov.in Hed submelson [onine)
chodang date 31-01-2025 up (o 5-00 PN HAC Auisonty redssnies the nghl 1o acceplt
O Mepal Yy SpOicAlion sl Sy FEEEON

Secrefary, Howrah Municipal Corporation

Dated: 04-01-2025

EASTEERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. : EL/HWH/R2ZS/
21[Notice)833, dated 03.01.2025,
Dwvizional Railway Manager, Easlarn
Raiway, Howrah, DRM Building near
Railway station. Howrah-711101
imvites opan a-lendars lof the under-
mantioned electrical work @ Tender
Mo. : EL-HWH-25-21-3300. Name of
Work: Installation of Pump-motor
sat in connection with the work for
Provision of deap tube well (200 mm
x 150 mm) Kamnara, Khatla,
Chamardighl, Karjann (Gram, Amanun
including Chiorination Plant with
slandby boring al KAM and SKG
stations under AEN/BWN. Tender
Value: Hs. 24 88,881/-. Bid
Security (Earmaat Money Deposit):
A= 49 800).. Completion period :
120 days. Closing date and time
ol wender ; 24.01 2025 st 15.00 hra
in cass the date ol closing manlionad
in tha Maotice Inviting Tendes |8
dedared a holiday /bandh/sirike on any
atoount, the date of closing lender
onling will nol bé changed as the
application i the webalta of IREPS
doed nol padmill submisslon of any
oller aflor cloaing dabe and time of the
tonder, Howdwel, oponing of lenders
ol will b donie on any comvenien
day alw closing daie and time of the
tender, The detalls of tender are
available sl webulle www.lropa.
gov.in Tendersrs are requesied o
submit their offer online on the
above website. (HWH-52572024-25)

EASTERN RAILWAY

Folliowing e-tender is viled online by
the &r. DEN/2, Easterm Hailway,
Howrah, DRM Building near Railway
station, Howrah-711101 from Enderers
having experence of similar nature of
work and required financial capabiities
inciuding thoze regesterad with rrigation
CPWOVSERMES or any public secior
undertaking for the following work :
Gr. DENZTHWH. 307 2024-25. did.
03.01.2025. Description of work:
Widaning ol Road at LC MNa. 12 21,
40, 44 at GRAE and 53, 56, 68, 44 &1
SKG and 50 & 59 in chord ine in tha
jurisdiction of Sr. DENZ/HWH. Approx
Cost: As. 1.70,88 14728, Eamest
Money: Hs 2,40 000-. Completion
period : 12 monthe. Cost of tender
form : Nil. Cloging date & time of
tendear: 27,01 2025 at 14,00 brs. In case
tha dale of closing menticnad n tha
Notice Inviting Tender is delared a
haliday bandivsirke on any ecount. e
date ol cloging tender online will ol ba
changed as the application in tha
website of IREPS does not permit
sulmsson of any offer after doaing dalae
and tima of the lendar. However
apening of iendars onling will b dona
nixt working day. The details of lender
aré avallable ot webaile wenw. ireps.
gav.in Tendarers are requesied o
submii thadr offer online on e above
webaile, Mo manual olfer will ba

v incianrabucays gov. | wwew. 15pe.govn

) Beasternrailwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY
e-Tender Notice No. : EL&SDAH/OT/
24-015 dtd. 02.01.2025. E-lender i
invited by the Sr. Divisional Electrical
Enginear/EMU/Sealdah, Eastern
Aadlway, 181 Floai, Contral Bullding,
Kolicata - 700014 for the iollowing work
Tender Mo.: ELS/BDAHOT/24-015
Hame of the Work | Upgiadation of
Esmon Speedomater and AC-DC MCH

test benchas. Tender Velue:
Rs. 5.36,800/-. Esrnest Money :
As. 10,700/-, Cost of tender

document: Nil. Completion period :
& moniths, Date of Closing :
04 02 2025 at 14.00 hrs. Detzils of
tander noboe and corrigandum Ssued
from time lo time are available at
wahsite weww_[reps gov in
(SDARH-3I03/2024-25)

Toxe Noiipss s 350 gvalabe 3 Webdie

Follow us at : (5 @EasternRailway

EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Motice Mo. O-AC-T-188-
24-25 (Dpen), dated 02.01.2025.
E-tendors (Opan) ara inviled by tha
Divisional Rallway Manager,
Eastern Railway, Asansol, Station
Road, Pin-T13201 for the folowing
work : Case Mo, : O-AC-T-188-24-
25. Name of the Work: Opan
tender for Fepair 2nd maintenance
of track in the saction ol SSE/
P.Way/DGHR under AEN/JSME.
Tender value: Hs 7548 63015,
Earnest Money : Rs. 151,000/
Completion period for the work :
12 months. Date and time of
closing : 30012025 a1 12.00 hrs,
Compleie delails can bé seen in the
Aalways website www lrepe_gov. in

(ASMN-201024-25)

Tonchsr Notioes am alo avalinblo o Wabalo
R PN B OV | W B oYL IN

Follow us at : EB@EasternRailway
() Geasternrailwayheadquarter

pocepted [HWH-524.2024-25)
Teruse Nohcrm e shec: a1 Wintrde Tendor Notices are s avalible @ Wibale
werw o inclisnembusys.gov i | wwerirep.QOvn | |y or indianaiways.gov.in / wem irep.govn
Foliow us at : El @EasternRailway | |Follow us at : Bl @EasternRailway
() Geasternrailwayheadquarter ) Teasternrailwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY
CORRIGEMNDUM

To E-Tender Mos.
298_2024-25
{(Open Tendery under tha
jurisdiction of Sr.DEN/1/HWH. In
E-Tender Mo. 205 2024-25 Period
of completion should be read as 8
monthe Instead of 12 months. In
E-Tendar MNo. 208 2034-35,
Advertieed valua should be remnd
as Ra, 2.98,33.530.48 instead of
As. 2,80.33.639.37 and Perod of
camplation should be read as &
months inatead of 12 montha, All
other terms and conditions of tha
sald tendar nolice will remaln
urichangsd (HWH-52772024-25)

Taraiie Mofices o abo sualibie s Webels
wearvLEF, indlmmrallweys gov R | wees Fepa gov n

Ho. 1
2895 2024-258 &

Follow us at : Bl @EasternRailway
) @easternrailwayheadquarter

EASTERN RAILWAY
Open Tender Motice Mo, MC-50-0-
DAMLES-HABD-24, dated 02.07.2025
Sealed tenders are invited by the So
Divisional Mechanical Enginesr
(Camiage & Wagon), Eastein Raikeay
Howrah, DRM Bulding near Raileay
station, Howrah-T 11101 for the foliowing
work © Mame of the work : Supply,
installaion and commissioning of Hol
Al Box Detection System across
Howrah Diwvision, Eastern Halbaay
Tender value: Rs. 60,09 559.93
Earnest Money 1o be deposited :
A= 1,20,200¢-. Perlod of contract - 3
MG irom e date of commancaiman
of work. Website particulars for
submission of tender online :
win'i_ineps.gov in Bid closing date &
thrme - 24.01.2025 apto 14.00 s
(HWH-S262024-25)
Tercer Nofices e ab aaiabe o Webnle
wrw B incharraibady s oV R | W rets gt

Follow us at : B @ EasternRailway

_lﬂ Zeasternrailwayheadgquarter

g Rail Wheel Plant/Bela

J-. ."'I.II
(Distt, - Saran), Bihar - 841221 "ﬂ

E-Dpan Tender Notice No!- S/RWPETH24-257238
daled: Q1.01.202% Prncipal Chisl Mislerints
MaragsnRall Whael Mar, Bela for and an behaif of
e President of Indis invites onfine "e-Open
Tander”, Frcugh Indian Raleays E-Prooutemant
Websds www. inepd. govin, for supply of folkming
Siones item 81 RWPBela. The dosing time ol ali
enders 5 1000 his. (1) Tender Moo 01.24 1028
Ehort Descxiplion of itlem: SILICD MANAGANESE,
Cuantity: 296006 EGS, Date of Tender
CloaingOpaning: 03.02 2035 AT 14:00 Hes, (1)
Weshats aadreas, on which lull iender delain can be
seon ] dowrloadad fom, 5 wiw.inepe,.gevin
@ Tha proapective fineed hiddars submiiing bad
e advasd o emain 0 ough wiih e abowe
wialbaite for updates Including Addendum/
ComgandumiCancellation wilh respest o ihe
ahoye ender. Howewe, ihes ndomation will alsobe
invariably peblishad in the all comcamed
THRANERT Far PCMMIEWPBala
RWPICPROMADYTI2024-25/85

E-AUCTION NOTICE

Auction of one Government
Ferry Ghat for three years
seltlement from the District
Land and Land Reforms
Officer, Murshidabad
is invited. Intending eligible
bidders may visit online al
www.dllromsd.org | www.
murshidabad.gov.in [ https:/f
eauction.gov.in for details
and may submit their bids
through e-Auction process.
*Terms and conditions apply.
Additional District
Magistrate and
District Land &

Land Reforms Officer,
Murshidabad

EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Motice Mo. 222-S/1/W-11.
dated ©D2.01.2025. Following
g-lendeds are Imvited online by thea
[islonal Ralway Mansger, Eastern
Railway, Sealdah, DRM Bullding,
Kairer Streel, Kolkata- 700014 foi
the following works : BIl.No.1,
Tender MNo.: TH-220-24-25. Name of
the Work : Al Dum Dum Junction-
MNaihall Junction Seclion: Provision
of standard helghi gaupge as per
ADG0D at Leval Crossing Gata MNos.
2.3, 4.5 6.8 9A 8 10, 11,12, 13,
14 (Total 13 nos) with all ancillary
works under Senlor Section
Enginsar [Works)/Barrackpore.
Tender Value : Fs, 1,78.00.374.46
EMD: Rs 2,38.100/-, Si.No.Z,
Tender No.: TH-221-24-25. Name of
the Work : Renewal of bridge
sieapar by H-baam stesl sleapar in
the jursdiction of Senior Divisional
Engirind1/Sealdah. Tender Value :
As 13.10,16,833.48 EMD:
A= 805,100/ 5L.N0 3, Tender No.:
TH-222-24-35. Hame of tThe Work :
Al Balghotia Track Depot: Proposad
construction of new shed, new
wharl, boundary wall, repairing ol
fioea, dismaniling of old bullding and
other ancilllary works, Tender Value:
As 1,38,35,319.30 EMD:
A= 219200/ S| No 4, Tender No.:
TH-223-24-25. Name of the Work :
Cess repair work in the jurisdiction
ol Senior Divisional Englneer/1/
Sealdah Tender Valua

Rs 1.53.10,312.895. EMD:
R=. 2 26 600/-. Completion period
for the work : 12 months lof aach.
Date & ime of closing of tenders :
27.01.2025 aif 15.00 hrs.. Date &
time of opening of tenders:
27012025 a1 15.30 hrs. The tendar
document a&nd othed detals ard al
www. lreps.gov.in The bidding fos
ihe fender is 10 be submified through
e-fendering on above website.
Manual olfars will be summarily
rejectad, {SDAH-304/2024-25)

Tender Nolioes & S50 avaishe af Websis

wewn il ianreiwEyL DD | wes FEpL 0ov.in

) Beasternrailwayheadquarter

Follow us at : Bl @EasternRailway

E-tender for Private Security

Agency. For delails please visit

https.//wbtenders.gov.in

(Tender Id ;: 2025 _DHE _
795459_1)

Officer in charge

Gorubathan Government

College

PO : Fagu

Dist : Darjeeling

5. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

&1, Diveipnal Signal & Telecom Enginpan
Chakrsdharpur acting for & on batall of
The President of India inviles &-Tanders
sgainsl Tendat Mo, manbionad balow dus
o o o 24 01, 2026 @t 15:00 hm. Manual
offers & ol allowsd mgainst this lender
and miry Such mamusl offer recalved shall
b ignored. 51, Mo, Tender Notice No, &
Marms of work sre 55 follows - 1. ST-CHP-
OT-24-25-109. S&T work in connaction
with Proposad fof one Loop lines gach in
bty UP & DN Grid and one sick siding of
TOM length 3t Manikui Siation, Tender
Value : ¥ 251 00,546 92, Earnest Money:
T 2.75.5000-. 2. ST-CKP-OT-24-25-110.
Provision of LED hasad Coach indication
Dispeay & Train indication Boards (IFIS)
and PA systems & GPS Clocks al
Jhairsuguda. Tender Value : 7
1.21 63 91163, Earnest Money : T
210,800/, Completion period; 12 months
for 5. No. 1 and 06 months for 31, No, 2
Tha iender Sotads can ba viesed ai wabsio
hittp:Nwww. ireps.gov.in The tendarar!
bidders musi have Class-iil Diglial
Signature Certificoln & must bo registered
on IREPS Porial, Only regisiared
iendererbidders can participate in
- Tanciening. o Tiasnder lormms ahall B | s

iree of cosd
{FR-98)|

EASTERN

Auction start: 16.01.2025 al

e-TENDER NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE BDO
BANARHAT BLOCK
JALPAIGURI
MNaotice inviting e-Tender by the
undersigned for different works
vide NIT No. e-NIT NO.:
BANARHAT [ EOQ |/ NIT-007 /
2024-25. Last date of online bid
submission; 14-01-2025 at 06-00
PM. respectively. For further
details you may visit

https:/lwbtenders.gov.in

Sd/- BDO, Banarhat Block

EASTERN RAILWAY

Abridged Tender Motice Mo, KPA-
ERS-ST-02-24-25, dated 02.01,2025,
Tender Motica for E-tender Is invited
by the Dy. Chisl Elecirical Engineer,
Eastern Rallway Workshop,
Kanchrapara, North 24 Parganas,
P.O. - Kanchrapara, Pin-743145
(WB) for the lollowing work:
Description : Rehabilllation &
ovarrauling of LURNVakes netalled In
Knorr-Bramse maks CCB Alr Brake
System ol thres phase locomaobives,
Tender Value: Rs. 2 38 42457/
Date & time of opening of tender:
24012025 at 15.00 hrs, Contract
Peried : 24 months. The flendar
document and other detalls can be
obigined fram the wehsite
www lreps.gov.in The bidding for the
iender s 0 be submitied through B-
lendering on above website. Manual
offers are not allowed against this
tender &nd any manual offer If
mecedved Shall not be actepied and
will be summarily rejected
(MISC-2902024-25)
Tender Molfices e doo avalabis | Wiksie
wof indianraibwaye.gov.in [ wwwineps.goin

Follow us at : (%) @EasternRailway

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Eastern Railway, Asansol
Division, Station Road, Asansol, Pin - 713301 Inviles open
a-tender through IREPS portal vide website www.Ireps.gov.in
for awarding the contract, details of which are as under .
Category of Auction : Leasing of Parcel space (SLR).
e-Auction Catalogue No. : C-3-PARCASN1601. Date of

(i) 22465 (MDP-ANVT) FSLR-1. (il) 12376 (JSME-TBM) FSLR-
1. (il) 22306 (JSME-SMVB) FSLR-1. (iv) 17322 (JSME-VSG)
FSLR-1. (v) 22459 (MDP-ANVT) FSLR-1. (vi) 13508 (ASN-GD)
FSLR-1. (vil) 13507 (ASN-GKP) RSLR-1. (vill) 13508 (ASN-GD)
FSLR-2. (ix) 13507 (ASN-GKP) FSLR-2. (x) 12235 (MDP-ANVT)
FSLR-1. (xi) 12942 (ASN-BVC) FSLR-1. (xii) 11428 (JSME-
PUNE) FSLR-1. All prospective bidders are advised to visit the
website www.ireps.gov.in for full details and to participate
against the above mentioned e-Auction as per schedule.

Tandar Notices are also availablo al Wetisto www,srindianrailways.gov.in / www.ireps.gov.in

| §) @easternrailwayheadquarter
RAILWAY

11.00 hrs. Traln no. & SLAR :

(ASN-292/2024-25)

Follow us at : B @EasternRallway €3 @easternrailwayheadquarter

A-B23
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Government of Odisha
Office of the Additional Chief Engineer
Salapada Irrigation Circle, Salapada, Keonjhar
E-mail : acesisalapada@gmail.com

| 6 | Procuremant Officer

7 | Availability of tender for
_____ On-line bidding

8 | Last date and time of
seeking tender
clarification

‘e’ Procurement Notice No- ACESIC-02 /2024-25

|1 i Nature of the works Road & Lining Work
| 2| No, of works 22 (Twenty-two)

3 | Value of works
|| (Excluding G5T) Rs. 21281 lo 254.21 Lakh
. 4 | Period of completion & (Six) Galendar Months
5| Class of contractors | "B"&°A"

Additional Chief Engineer, Salapada
Imigation Circle, Satapada, Keonjhar-758020

From 11.00 hrs of 07,01.2025 1o 21,01 2025
up to 15.00 hrs

18.01.2025 up to 15.00hrs

' 9 | Pre-Bid Meeting

10| Date and time of
opening of Technical Bid

On Dated 20.01.2025 at 11.30 Hrs in the
Ofo the Additional Chief Engineer, Salapada
Imigation Circle, Satapada, Keonjhar-758020 |

22.01.2025 at 11.00 hrs.

odisha.gov.in

OIPR-32468/11/0002/2425

Further detall conditions can be seen from the Govl. web site www.tenders

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer,
Salapada Irrigation Circle,

Salapada, Keonjhar- 758020

epaper.thestatesman.com
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congressisreadytocertify Trump’'selection
win, buthis6Januarylegacy hangsovertheday

Noviolence, protests oreven proceduralobjectionsin Congressare expected thistime. Republicansfromthe highestlevels of power who challenged the 2020
electionresultswhen Trump losttoDemocrat Joe Biden have no qualms thisyear after he defeatedVice President KamalaHarris

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 6 JANUARY

s Congress con-
venes during a win-
ter storm to certify
President-elect
Donald Trump’s election,
thelegacy of 6 January hangs
over the proceedings with
an extraordinary fact: The
candidate who tried to over-
turn the previous election
won this time and is legiti-
mately returning to power.
Lawmakers will gather
noontime Monday under
the tightest national security
level possible. Layers of tall
black fencing flank the US
Capitol complex in a stark
reminder of what happened
four years ago, when a defeat-
ed Trump sent his mob to
“fight like hell” in what

became the most gruesome
attack on the seat of American
democracy in 200 years.

No violence, protests or
even procedural objections
in Congress are expected
this time. Republicans from
the highest levels of power
who challenged the 2020
election results when Trump
lost to Democrat Joe Biden
have no qualms this year
after he defeated Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris.

And Democrats frustrated
by Trump’s 312-226 Electoral
College victory nevertheless
accept the choice of the
American voters. Even the
snowstorm barreling down
on the region wasn’t expected
to interfere with 6 January,
the day set by law to certify
the vote.

“Whether we'rein abliz-

zard or not, we are going to
be in that chamber making
sure this is done,” House
Speaker Mike Johnson, a
Republican who helped lead
Trump’s efforts to overturn
the 2020 election, said Sunday
on Fox News Channel.

The day’s return to a US
tradition that launches the
peaceful transfer of presi-
dential power comes with
an asterisk as Trump prepares
to take office in two weeks
with a revived sense of
authority. He denies that he
lost four years ago, muses
about staying beyond the
Constitution’s two-term
White House limit and prom-
ises to pardon some of the
more than 1,250 people who
have pleaded guilty or were
convicted of crimes for the
Capitol siege.

What’s unclearisif 6 Jan-
uary 2021, was the anomaly,

the year Americans violently
attacked their own govern-

Shooting attack on a bus carrying
Israelis in the occupied West Bank kills 3

AGENCIES
TELAVIV, 6 JANUARY

Gunmen opened fire on a
bus carrying Israelis in the
occupied West Bank on Mon-
day, killing at least three
people and wounding seven
others. Violence has surged
inthe territorysince Hamas’
7 October 2023, attack out
of Gaza ignited the ongoing
war there.

The attack occurred in
the Palestinian village of Al-
Fundug, on one of the main
east-westroads crossing the
territory. Israel’s Magen David

Adom rescue service said
two women in their 60s and

aman in his 40s were killed,
and the military said it was

looking for the attackers.

Palestinians have carried
out scores of shooting, stab-
bingand car-ramming attacks
against Israelis in recent
years. Israel has launched
near-nightly military raids
across the territory that fre-
quently trigger gunbattle with
militants. There has also been
a sharp rise in attacks on
Palestinians by Israeli settlers,
leading the United States to
impose sanctions.

The Palestinian Health
Ministry says at least 838
Palestinians have been killed
by Israeli fire in the West

The Brutalist and Emilia Perez triumph at Golden Globes

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 6 JANUARY

Two wildly audacious films
— Brady Corbet’s 215-minute
postwar epic The Brutalist
and Jacques Audiard’s Spanish
language, genre-shifting trans
musical Emilia Perez—won
top honours at the 82nd
Golden Globes on Sunday.
The Globes, which are
still finding their footing after
years of scandal and
makeover, scattered awards
around to anumber of films.
But the awards group put
its strongest support behind
a pair of movies that sought
to be unlike anything else.
The Brutalistwas crowed
best film, drama, putting
one of 2024’s most ambitious
films on course to be amajor
contender at the Academy
Awards. The film, shot in
VistaVision and released with

- Drama

Best Actor
- Drama Musical
Adrien of Comeady
Sebastian
Brody

Stan
A Dhfferent Man
Best Supporting Actor
Kieran Culkin

A Keol Poen

Best Supporting Actress
Zoe Saldafia

Erviilii PEqer

Best Animated Film
Flow

Best Screenplay
Peter Straughan

Contlove
KBK Infographics

e Brcatonlisl

an intermission, also won
best director for Corbet and
best actor for Adrien Brody.

The Brutalist

Best Director
Brady Corbet, The Brulalist

Best Maotion Picturs

= Musical or Comedy
Emilia Pérez

Best Actress

- Drama = Musical
Fernanda or Comedy
Torres Deml Moore
rim STil¥ Here The Substonce

Beatl Mon-Engligh
Language Film
Emilia Pérez (France)

Best Original Song
El Mal, Erw
Best Orlginal Scora
Trent Reznor,

Atticus Ross

Challenpers

Cinematic and Box Office

Achiavermeni
Wicked

Na Peres

Emilia Pérez won best

film, comedy or musical, ele-
vating the Oscar chances of

Netflix’s top Oscar contender.
It also won best supporting
actress for Zoe Saldana, best
song (El Mal) and best non-
English language film.

Thenight'sbigactorwinners
included some surprises. One
wasMoore’swinforbestactress
in a comedy or musical. Her
comebackperformancein The
Substance, aboutaHollywood
star who resorts to an experi-
mental process to regain her
youth, landed the 62-year-old
Moore her first Globe — a
victory that came over the
heavily favoured Mikey Madison
of Anora. Best actress in a
drama film, was a surprise,
too.The Brazilian actress Fer-
nanda Torreswon for her per-
formance in I'm Still Here, a
based-on-a-true-storydrama
about a family living through
the disappearance of political
dissidentRubens Paivain 1970s
Rio de Janeiro.

Bank since the start of the
war in Gaza. Most appear to
have been militantskilled in
battles with Israeli troops,
but the dead also include
participants in violent protests
and civilian bystanders.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu vowed to
“reach the despicable mur-
derers” behind Monday’s
attack and “settle accounts
with them and with everyone
who assisted them. No one
will be spared.”

Hamas praised the attack
in a statement but did not
claim responsibility for it.

0TS
COMC

ment, or if this year’s expected
calm becomes the outlier.
The USis struggling to cope
with its political and cultural
differences at a time when
democracy worldwide is
threatened. Trump calls 6
January 2021, a “day oflove.”
“We should notbe lulled
into complacency,” said lan
Bassin, executive director
of the cross-ideological non-
profit Protect Democracy.
He and others have
warned thatitis historically
unprecedented for US voters
to dowhat they did in Novem-
ber, reelecting Trump after
he publicly refused to step
aside last time. Returning
to power an emboldened
leader who has demonstrated
his unwillingness to give it
up “is an unprecedentedly
dangerous move for a free

S Korean anti-corruption agency and police debate
tougher measures to detain impeached president: South
Korea' s anti-corruption agency and police debated on Mon-
day more forceful measures to detain impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol after their previous attempt was blocked by
the presidential security service last week.AGENCIES

country to voluntarily take,”
Bassin said.

Biden, speaking Sunday
at events at the White House,
called 6 January 2021, “one
of the toughest days in Amer-
ican history.”

“We’ve got to get back to
the basic, normal transfer
of power,” the president
said. What Trump did last
time, Biden said, “was a gen-
uine threat to democracy.
I'm hopeful we’re beyond
that now.”

Still, American democracy
has proven to be resilient,
and Congress, the branch
of government closest to the
people, will come together
to affirm the choice of Amer-
icans.

With pomp and tradition,
the dayis expected to unfold
as it has countless times

Conversion of UTS Counter into

UTS-cum-PRS Counter at Pagla Chandi Station

For the better convenience of passengers, following UTS
counter at Pagla Chandi Station will be converted into UTS-
cum-PRS counter in the moming shift o issue Reserved and
Unreserved tickets simultaneously from the existing counter
with the following working time schedule for Passenger
Reservation System. ® Location/Station Name: Pagla Chandi
(PCX) under Sealdah Division, Eastern Railway. ® Working
Time Schedule of PRS Counter (only for PRS transaction):
From 10:00 hrs. to 14:00 hrs. ® Days of working (PRS) :
Monday to Saturday. ® Closed : Sundays and National
Holidays. » Date of Commencing : From 11.01.2025.

Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager, Sealdah
Eastern Railwa

| Follow us at : E @EasternRailway [j @easternrailwayheadquarter
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before, with the arrival of
ceremonial mahogany boxes
filled with the electoral cer-
tificates from the states —
boxes that staff were franti-
cally grabbing and protecting
as Trump’s mob stormed
the building last time.

Senators will walk across
the Capitol — which four
years ago had filled with
roamingrioters, some defe-
cating and menacingly calling
out forleaders, others engag-
ingin hand-to-hand combat
with police — to the House
to begin certifying the vote.

Harris will preside over
the counting, as is the require-
ment for the vice president,
and certify her own defeat
— much the way Democrat
Al Gore did in 2001 and
Republican Richard Nixon
in 1961.

Form Na. 3

[See Regulation-15 {1)a)] / 16{3)

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBLINAL KOLMATA [DRT 3
Bth Floor, Jeevan Sudha Building, 42-C

Jawahar Lal Mehini Riosd, Kolkats- 00071

Case No., QAN

Smmans under suli-section [4] of seciion 13 of
the Act, read with sub-rule {24] of rule 5 of the
Debt Recovary Tribunal [Procediss) Rules, 1953

Exh. No. 4986

FEDERAL BANK
Vs
CHANDRINA MOLULIK

Ta,
(1) CHANDRIMA MOULIK
OISO WA
Sonartari Apartmant, 122, Kalikcapar Road
P E-Jadavpur, Kolkata,
South Twenky Four Parganas,
WEST BENGAL - TO005%

SUMMONS
WHEREAS, CaEA023 was listed belone
Hon'ble Frasiding Oficer/Regeirar on
i i
WHEREAS ihis Homble Tribunal is plessed 1o
s summons! nolice on the said Apolicaion
wunder saction 15(4) of the Act, (DA fled aganst
youl for recovery of debls of Rs, 21T8535.50~-
(applcalion along with copies of documanis sic
amnexed)|
In accordanca with sub-seciion (4) of sechon
14 of the Act, you, the defendants are dieciad
& LN
(1) o show casse within Bidy days of fhe sanace
of summans &8 ko why rele! prayed lor should
nol b granied,
() o dischosn particulars of propertios of kel
oiter than proparies and assats specfied by
thi apolicant under serial numbes 14 of the
ongeal appicalion,
(1] youl @re regtrained from dealng wish o
daposing of sacuned axsats or such ofr asees
and propanies dsclosed under sersl mumbet
1A of the arginal apolicaton, pendng heang
and disposal of the application for afiachmend
ol propariies;
(i) youl shall nod fransfer by way of sale, loase
of glbarwine, axcapl in the ordnany course of
hig busingss any of the assats over whash
security infarosd & croadid and! or olher el
and proparties apecified of declossd wnder
sarial nembar 34 of the criginal applcabion
wilhoul the prod approval of e Tobunal
() you aholl be loble to sccount for ths el
procesis matiod by sak of secured susets o
other ansals and proparbes in the ondinery
coursd of busingss and deposil swech sale
proconds in he acoounl mantained wilh ihe
bank or financinl mpidulions holding sty
irderesl over BUch Risats
You are also dracted to fle the writien sinssment
with & copy thsneol lufmishad 10 1he applcesl
and o appoar bidors Regletrar on 220125
ot 10.30 A M. Toiling which e appication shal
b hisard and deckdsd in your absencs
Given undar my hand and the saal of this
Tribunal an this date: 03102024,

Sd-
Rugintrar-in-Chaigo
Debits Recovery Tribunal-1, Kolkats

ACROSS DOWN
Transpar
1 Praise (4] 1. Transph 'ml.”'J
!} Ambiguous (T)

3 :Tifdlr‘:"_;" 13] 1 Daelame [5)
;H IRy 12 I y d Every timi (6]
 Medieval weapon | 7) 5 Song of praise (4)
10 Angaer (3) G Ploslve speech sound
|]E]‘||r:|||'.l:'|'|| |:'.'.-'|:|
12 Drilllmg toal (5,3,3) T Innate (6)
17 darmlieas (9] 13 Tail bone (6)
20 Colllery (3} 14 Make better {7)
21 Hunting cry |5-2} 15 Dalry product (6]
22 Conker (5) 16 Waterway [B)
23 Broad fiat fish |3) 18 Young female horse (5)
24 Srmile broadly (4] 19 Twilight (4}
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Ambulance

FD Block Association (Amb)
SEO0457536, 9830181286
Happy Calcuttams 24200160
City Point Nurses Centre
F6T-4113, 331142623
People’s Relie! Commutiee
LI80-4943,3444

Ashok Laboratory 24720333
Central Blood Bank 23510619 Lake: 2157-5293:

2475-3636/38
Police Fire

Hn |‘H"I-ﬁ Medical Qxygen % P (North 24-Pgns)
EEF"II}EEJS 24P ) 4TS
FTINE . L ons %
BOC india Lid. 9831277777 AT
Blood Banks Bhaweani Bhawwan
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Life Cara 2284-5940
Peopies Blood Bank
2455-5164 5557

RE Mission Seva Pratisthan

2T TeLM, 24T9191]
Fire Service Station Sai

2497 -6285

Civic Services
Eolkata Municipal

Corporation: £t [

Water: 2543 1602

Calcuiia Telephonos

Changed Numbor
Armouncerment
1951, 1952.1953

Taxi Refusal

Lalbazar (Potice Controd
Room) 22143230

registraton

Howrah 2666-811 1; Behala

SMS 57555 Complaint and

Pl b Tall Froe Mo, 10073
Transport Deptt. No
EAS1-6T18

CESC Fault Reporting
1913 and 4403-1912

Trains

Howrah Station Old Complex
113171132 (Auto Telephone
Numbers), 1310, 2638-
741273542 77581 (mamsal).
Sealdah: 2350-3535,3537
Shalimar Station:; 2668-1121,
Eastern Railway and South-
Eastern Railway: 139,
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THUMBNAILS

UCO Bank's 83rd founda-
tion day celebrated: On
the occasion of 83rd Foun-
dation Day of UCO Bank, the
function was organised on
6th January 2025 at Zonal
Office, New Delhi. Sumit
Khandelwal, General Manago-
er & Zonal Head garlanded
the portrait of the founder
of the bank Ghanshyam Das
Birla and lit the lamp. Sumit
Khandelwal inaugurated the
blood donation camp and
free health checkup camp
organised at Parliament
retail Branch. The 83rd
Foundation Day of the Bank
was celebrated with joy
and a number of events
were organised by all the
branches of the Zone locat-
ed in Delhi- NCR region.
Under CSR initiative, Bank
has distributed the Almirah
and Stationary Kkits
amongst the students of
MCD Primary School Neeti
Bagh. The Pusa Road branch
has also organised a draw-
ing competition in Govt.
Boys Sr. Sec. School IARI
Pusa and Sports kits were
donated to the school on
this occasion.

Driverless trainset: Tita-
garh Rail Systems Ltd.
today officially handed
over its first driverless
Made in India trainset to
the Bengaluru Metro Rail
Corporation's (BMRCL) Yel-
low Line. The stainless steel,
automated trainset is the
first Made-in-India passen-
ger rolling stock set to run
on the key 18-km stretch,
linking the Electronics City
technology and business
hub to the rest of the city.

New acquisition: Crystal
Crop Protection Limited
announced the global acqui-
sition of the active ingredi-
ent Ethoxysulfuron from
Bayer AG for sales in certain
Asian countries. This acquisi-
tion mark Crystal's 13th
strategic transaction and
second acquisition from
Bayer after the acquisition
of Indian Cotton, Pearl Millet
& Mustard seed portfolio in
2021.

Bloodbathinmarket
amid fears ofHMPV

Atclose, theSensexwasdown1,258.12 ptsand Nifty was down 388.70 pts

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6JANUARY:

he stock market on

Monday witnessed

bloodbath as the

benchmark indices
shed 1.5 per cent amid fears
about Human Metapneu-
movirus (HMPV).

At close, the Sensex was
down 1,258.12 points or 1.59
per cent at 77,964.99, and
the Nifty was down 388.70
points or 1.62 per cent at
23,616.05.

The market started the
day on a positive note, and
witnessed profit boking in
the initial hours to erase all
the gains.

With the progress of the
day, indices extended the
losses with Nifty falling below
23,600, while the Sensexalso
tumbled 1.59 per cent to
77,964 level. Sellingwas seen
across the sectors with PSU
Bank index down nearly 4
per cent after their quarterly
business performance.

Asharpfallinindexheavy-
weights such as Tata Steel,
Reliance Industries, HDFC
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank,
ITC, Tata Motors, among oth-
ers dragged the markets lower.

On Nifty, the top gainer-
swere Apollo Hospitals Enter-

NSE NIFTY

Intra-day on January 6, 2025

24,083.95  Previous | .388.70

close: | 1
24,004.75 Rl

R - S - e o L

Open:

BSE SENSEX

Intra-day on January 6, 2025

High:
}ﬁn_g Previous

Close: --1*12%111
1811 S’
Close:

77,964.99

Low:
Low:
| 1355190 7178162
GmW M 1 WM 2 3 4 SmW M 12 ‘pm 2 3 4

prise (1.79 per cent), Tata
Consumer (0.79 per cent),
Titan Company (0.54 per
cent), HCL Technologies (0.33
per cent) while on the losing
sidewere Tata Steel (4.47 per
cent), Trent (4.23 per cent),
Bharat Petroleum Corporation
(3.90 per cent), Coal India
(3.79 per cent), NTPC (3.63
per cent).

Over 170 stocks touched
their 52-week high on the
BSE, includingITI, PTC Indus-
tries, Apar Industries, Jubilant
FoodWorks, Krishna Institute
of Medical Sciences, Coro-
mandel International, Info

KBK Infographics

Edge, PB Fintech, Blue Star,
among others.

All major sectoral indices
finished the session in negative
territory with Nifty PSU Bank,
Nifty Metal, Nifty Energy,
Nifty Realty, and Nifty Media
falling the most, between
2.51 per cent and 4 per cent.

PSU Bankwas down 4 per
cent, while metal, realty, ener-
gy, PSU, power and oil & gas
down 3 per cent each.

HDEFC Bank fell as much
as 2.1 per centafterreporting
slower loan growth of 3 per
cent year-on-year for the
December quarter. ICICI

Bank (-0.3 per cent), Axis
Bank (-1.8 per cent), SBI (-
1.9 per cent), Indusind Bank
(-2.6 per cent), and Federal
Bank (-3.2 per cent) also expe-
rienced declines.

Shares of Union Bank of
India tumbled 7 per cent after
the bankreported its weakest
December quarter business

update.

Kotak Mahindra Bank
slipped over 3 per cent after
it reported exit of a senior
management personnel.

ITC Ltd shares price was
at Rs 455.6 each, down 5.6

per cent or Rs 27 from the
previous session's closing
price.

Dabur India shares tum-

bled after the firm shared its
business update for the Octo-
ber-December period.

Broader indices under-

performed with BSE Midcap

index fell 2.4 per cent and
Smallcap index down 3 per
cent. Most Asian markets
traded lower as sentiment
remained cautious over the

potential changes by the US

President-elect Donald Trump.

Japan’s Nikkei 225 indexlost

1.5 per cent, while the Hang
Sengin Hong Kongdeclined
0.3 per cent. The Shanghai
Composite index dropped
0.2 per cent.

AMFTputs 13 proposals frommutual
fundindustry for Union Budget 2025

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

The Association of Mutual
Funds (AMFI) has released
adocumentwith 13 proposals
from the Mutual Fund Indus-
try to the Finance Ministry
for the upcoming Union
Budget 2025.

"We anticipate a Union
Budget that prioritizes investor
confidence and deepens par-
ticipation in mutual funds
by addressing key tax-related
concerns. We look forward
to a progressive budget that
reinforces mutual funds as
a pillar of economic devel-
opment and investor wealth
creation," Venkat Chalasani,
Chief Executive, AMFI said.

The key suggestions given
by the AMFI include rein-
stating indexation benefits
for long-term capital gains

on debt mutual funds with-
drawn in Budget 2024.

Italso seekrollback of the
increased taxrates on short-
term and long-term capital
gains to their previouslevels
of 15 percent and 10 per
cent, respectively.

AMFI further bets on a
proposal to include Fund of
Funds (FoFs) that invest at
least 90 percent in equity-
oriented funds under the
equity-oriented category.

AMFIrecommended that
SEBI-registered mutual funds
be allowed to launch pen-
sion-oriented schemes
(MFLRS) with tax benefits
similar to NPS under Section
80CCD.

It proposed allowing mutu-
al fundsinvestingin priority
sectorslike infrastructure to
qualify as specified assets
under Section 54EC for capital

gains tax exemptions.

Easing conditions under
Section 9A to attract offshore
funds managed by Indian
portfolio managers, especially
in International Financial
Services Centres (IFSCs),
AMFI proposed.

A flat surcharge rate of
10% on TDS for dividends
and capital gains on mutual
fund units for NRIs. It also
urged removing the restriction
requiring ELSS investments
to be made in multiples of
Rs 500.

“Raising the threshold for
withholding tax on income
distribution by mutual funds
from Rs 5,000 to Rs 50,000
perannum will reduce com-
pliance hassles for both
investors and fundhouses,”
it said in its document.

AMFIrecommends apply-
ing differentiated LTCG tax
rates for equity investments
10 per cent for holdings of
1-3 years and exempt gains
beyond 3 years.

A DLSS will provide a
safer, fixed-income invest-
ment option for retail investors
while developing India’s cor-
porate bond market.

It also proposed to ease
TDS compliance for PAN
issues asit said by exempting
mutual funds from deducting
higher TDS rates when an
investor’s PAN becomes inop-
erative after on boarding will
enhance ease of doing busi-
ness.

Revenue of construction cos toslow
downinFY25at8-10per cent: Report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

Rating agency ICRA has pro-
jected thattherevenue of the
Indian construction compa-
nies for the financial year
2024-25is estimated to grow
at 8-10 per cent, slower in
comparison to a growth of
12-15 per cent during previous
years. The agencyis estimating
the operatingincome of con-
struction companies to grow
at10-12percentYoYinFY26,
stilllower than thelong-term
compound annual growth

rate of about 15 per cent
between FY18 and FY24.

InFY23 and FY24, the con-
struction entities had wit-
nessed a YoY growth of 22
per cent and 19 per cent,
respectively.

ICRA said that the slow-
down is on the back of the
Model Code of Conduct in
the first quarter of FY25 (Q1
FY25), an elongated monsoon
period, and milestone-based
billing in the second quarter
of FY25. The slowdown was
also reflected in the modest
revenue growth of about 1.5

per cent on a year-on-year
(YoY) basis in the first half of
FY25 (H1 FY25) for ICRA's
sample setof 19 construction
companieswith acombined
turnover of Rs 1.28 trillion in
FY24.

Road projects awarded by
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways/National High-
ways Authority of India have
witnessed greater competitive
pressure, reflected in the
majority of the bids being
awarded atasizeable discount
compared to the authority’s
base price. The competition
for sectorslike metro, railways,
and water supply & sanitation
has increased, with new
entrants trying to diversify
their orderbook. The operating
margins of theindustry mod-
erated from 12 per centduring
FY22to11.1 percentin FY24.
ICRA s estimating the margins
to remain range-bound
around 10.5-11.0 per centin
FY25E and FY26E.

Govt mulls hallmarking tor silver & silverartifacts

Lince 19y
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6JANUARY

The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) should consider
implementing mandatory
hallmarking for silver and
silver artifacts following con-
sumer demands, said Food
and Consumer Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi.

Skoda’s newest venture into the mass marketwith ‘Kylaq’

MOHUL BHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY

Skoda unveiled their newest
modern, bold and muscular
SUV, Kylag on Sunday, in
South City Mall, Kolkata. The
SUV has been valued at 7.89
lakhs as the starting price,
withacarbonsteelbody. The
car will be available at the
end of January, 2025.

When asked why con-
sumers should choose Kylag,
the Sales Manager of Skoda
Mr Ronik Acharyasaid, “This
is the first time Skoda is ven-
turing into the mass market
in this price range, with the
same immaculate quality that
the company assures for its
users.” There are high hopes

for this carwith alot of peeking
eyes presentat the unveiling.
One such observer said: “I
already have two carsbutI'm
Interested in buying thisSUV
becauseitis cheap compared
to its competitors with the
same feature range.”

The car has adjustable
ambient interior lighting, a
25.6 Skoda Infotainment sys-
tem, abootspace of446litres
for long journeys, and
adjustablerear A/Cvents with
type-Ccharger ports. The car
comeswith an Electric-Sunroof
with anti-pinch technology.
For safety it also has 6 air-
bags. There are 7 colours to
choose from in the prestige
model (top model) of the car
including Olive Gold for the

feminine palette, Lava blue,
and Deep Black. Skoda assures:
“The cabin is designed to be
easy, yet tough which is
enhanced further by ambient
lights. Aldo additional features
like Multi-collision brake, roll-
over protection, Motor slip
regulation, Electronic differ-
ential lock, and anti-lock
brakes make the ride very
safe and amicable. There are

Skoda Crystalline LED tail
lamps, and R17 dual tone
alloy wheels in the car with a
black front grille with 3D rib.

Theengineis 1.0 TSI petrol,
in-line, 4 stroke, and positive
ignition, with three cylinders.
The SUVreachesamaximum
power of 85/5000-5500 with
a maximum torque of
178/1750-4000. 1t comeswith
a45L fuel tank, and measures

at 3.995 metres. There are
four classes as divided by
Skodaranging from the Classic
to the Prestige.

A Skoda representative

said: “We have received an
overwhelming response in
pre-bookings of the SUVand
hope to deliver the quality
product to the car lovers.”
The 7-seater SUVlooks sleek
and does notfeel cumbersome
compared to regular SUVs
providinga chic appearance.
Kylag produces, the ARAI
(Automotive Research Asso-
ciation of India) claims, a
mileage of 20 kim/pl. However,
user-reported mileage suggests
arangeof17.75kmplto17.83
kmpl for both manual and
automatic transmissions.
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Speaking at the 78th BIS
Foundation Day event, the
minister said: "There is a
demand from consumers for
hallmarking of silver. You
(BIS) can deliberate and take
acall."

Notably, the government
currently mandates hall-
marking only for gold jewellery
and artifacts, aimed at pro-

tecting consumer interests
and ensuring product authen-
ticity.

According to the govern-
ment data, over 44.28 crore
articles of gold, jewellery/arte-
facts have been hallmarked
so far.

The existing hallmarking
system includes a unique
six-digitalphanumeric code

(HUID), which certifies gold
purity.

Hallmarkingis the process
of certifying the purity and
quality of precious metals,
such as gold and silver. It
ensures that the metal meets
the prescribed standards set
by regulatory authorities.

At the event, the Union
Minister applauded the
Bureau for its legacy and
unwavering commitment to
upholding the core values
of quality, trust and excellence.
He mentioned that BIS Quality
Marks have become a symbol
of Trust across multiple sectors
promoting agriculture, man-
ufacturing and technology.

On this occasion, BIS for-
malised collaborations with
academic institutions such
as IIT Tirupati, IIT
Bhubaneswar, IIM Nagpur,
NIT Warangal, and ITFT Delhi
through Memorandum of
Understandings (MoUs)
aimed at fosteringinnovation,
improving industry practices,
and advancing sustainable
development goals.

India’sservices PMIindicates strong
growth, hits 59.3 pointsin December

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

Thefinal India Services Pur-
chasing Managers' Index
(PMI) for December 2024
rose to 59.3 points, an increase
from 58.4 points recorded
in November.

According to the HSBC
Final India Services PMI,
compiled by S&P Global,
India's manufacturing PMI
for December 2024 slipped
to a 12-month low at 56.4.

The drop was attributed
to softer rates of expansion
in production and fresh busi-
ness orders. The lowest man-

ufacturing PMIin 2024 earlier
had been observed in Novem-
berand January 2024, at 56.5.

The slight dip in services
PMIwas observed in Novem-
ber, when the PMI fell to
58.4 from 58.5 in October,
butit did not deter the sector's
overall momentum. The
HSBC Final India PMI, also
reflected positive trends dur-
ing this period, highlighting
growth in both hiring and
sales.

Ines Lam, economist at
HSBC said that India’s services
companies expressed strong
optimism in December as
business activity growth

surged to a four-month high.
Forward-looking indicators
such as new business and
future activity suggested that
the strong performance will
likely continue in the near
future.

Among sectors, Finance
& Insurance registered by
far the strongest increases
inboth new orders and busi-
ness activity. On the employ-
ment front, the survey noted
that the combination of new
business growth, upbeat fore-
casts and rising capacity
pressures supported another
round of job creation across
the service economy.

Institutional investmentsin Indian realty touch $6.5bn, up 22 pc from last year

RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 06 JANUARY

Investors’ appetite for Indian
real estate is going stronger
bytheday. Andit’s palpable.
Institutional investments in
Indianreal estate has touched
arecord $6.5 billion inflows
in 2024, marking a substantial
22 per cent increase from
the previousyear's $5.4 billion.
This surge not only reflects
strong investor appetite for
Indian real estate, but also
marks an annual high for
both domestic and foreign
investments since 2020.
When it comes to Industrial
& warehousing segment, in
particular, during 2024, insti-
tutional investments in Indus-
trial & warehousing segment

rose and were almost thrice
the inflows in 2023. The seg-
ment attracted $2.5 billion
investments, accounting for
39 per cent of the total inflows,
closely followed by the office
segment at 36 per cent share.
Rising investments in the
Industrial & warehousing
segment is a testament to
healthy domestic activity,
enhancements in logistics
efficiency, and India's improv-
ing capabilities as a global
manufacturing hub. Foreign
investments drove over 80
per cent of the total inflows
in the segment during the
year. In fact, going by Colliers
India statistics, in 2024, the
Industrial & warehousing
segment accounted for the
highest share in overall real

estate investment volumes
at 39 per cent, surpassing
the office segment. Manu-
facturing and industrial growth
in the country was robust
throughout 2024 and was
reflected in the performance
of macro-economicindicators
such as Manufacturing Pur-
chasing Manager’s Index
(PMI) and Index of Industrial
Production (ITP). At $1.1
billion, residential segment
too witnessed substantial
growth, rising 46 per cent
compared to 2023 levels.
Overall, at $4.3 billion, foreign
inflows continued to drive
annual real estate investments
at 66 per cent share, while
domestic investments too
witnessed a steady rise, surging
27 per cent YoY during the

year. Interestingly, the fourth
quarter of 2024 was particularly
robust, with investments
totaling $1.9 billion—2.3X
times compared to the same
period in 2023. This end-year

momentum contributed sig-
nificantly to higher investment
volumes for 2024. Interestingly,
domestic investments were
significant in Q4 2024 and
accounted for 43 per cent of
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the inflows during the final
quarter. This underscores
the growing confidence of
India-based institutional
investors alongside sustained
interest from international
counterparts.

Itisalso pertinent to men-
tion here that subdued activity
in the first few quarters of
2024 notwithstanding, invest-
ments in the office segment
picked up pacein the second
half of the year. With $2.3
billion inflows, the segment
accounted for a 36 per cent
share during 2024, and closely
followed industrial & ware-
housing segment. Foreign
investments accounted for
about 77 per cent of the
inflows in office segment dur-
ing the year. Additionally,

residential assets too witnessed
a notable growth during the
year at $1.1 billion, witnessing
asubstantial 46 per cent surge
onan annual basis driven by
sustained interest from
domestic players.

Experts are of the view
thatrising demand for superior
quality Grade A developments
and evolving supply-chain
models will continue to incen-
tivise investors in consolidating
industrial & warehousing
assets in the country. Fur-
thermore, manufacturing
scale-up and healthy con-
sumption levels are likely to
attract domestic and global
investments in both ready-
to-use as well as develop-
mental industrial assets, going
ahead.
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Sector analysts feel that
the private equity investments
in 2024 were buoyed by robust
domestic growth and sus-
tained investor confidence.
Interestingly, APAC investors
drove almost one-third of
the foreign inflows in the
country’s real estate during
the year. Looking ahead, Tier-
I cities are expected to con-
tinue to attract majority of
the capital, amidst govern-
mentimpetus oninfrastruc-
ture development and ‘Make
in India’ initiative. While
globalinvestors’ confidence
is likely to remain upbeat,
2025 islikely to seeincreased
capital deployment from
domestic players across office,
residential and industrial
assets.
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Premier League: Spirited Manchester

United snatchlatedraw atLiverpool

Amad Dialloscoredan 80th minute equaliserasformerEuropean championsearnedapointagainstcurrentieagueleaders

AGENCIES
LIVERPOOL, 6 JANUARY

mad Diallo came back

to haunt Liverpool

with a late equalizer

hat secured a 2-2

draw for Manchester United

against Premier Leagueleaders
Liverpool.

The forward turned home
Alejandro Garnacho’s cross
in the 80th minute at Anfield
after Mohamed Salah’s penalty
hadlookinglike giving Liverpool
the win.

Diallo struck at the end of
extratimeas United beat Liv-
erpool 4-3 in a dramatic FA
Cup clash last season and hit
a90th-minute winner against
Manchester City last month.
His goal on Sunday was only
worth apointon thisoccasion,
but it halted United’s four-
gamelosingrun and prevented
fierce rivals Liverpool from
opening up an eight-point
lead at the top of the stand-
ings.

United head coach Ruben
Amorim, however, was still
unhappy. “It’s a point, a
deserved point, but it’s just
one point, and we should get
mad. Today we should be
reallydisappointed,” he said.

United led through Lisandro
Martinez’s strike in the 52nd,
but Cody Gakpoleveled seven
minuteslater. Salah fired Liv-
erpool ahead from the spot
in the 70th after Matthijs de
Ligt handled in the box. The
draw saw United move up to
13thin the standings. Liverpool
missed the chance to open
up an eight-pointlead onsec-
ond-place Arsenal, who drew
1-1with Brighton on Saturday.
They are still six points clear
at the top with a game in
hand.

“Over the whole game we
created more chances than

them; a point feels like it’s
something to take, but when
Iwatch the game backIwould
hope for more,” Liverpool
head coach Arne Slot said.

United are without a win
at Anfield since 2016 —arun
that spans nine games in all
competitions. But it was a
first pointfor Ruben Amorim’s
team since the 2-1 win against
Manchester City on 15 Decem-
ber.

It could have been better
for United, with Harry Maguire
firing over from close range
deep into added time.

Liverpool had their chances
to win as well, with Virgil van
Dijk firing a header straight
at United goalkeeper Andre

Onana late on.

With 39 top-flight titles
between them, this was the
latest meetingbetween English
football's two greatest teams.
Liverpool have the chance to
equal United’srecord total of
20 league crowns this season
and could have taken afirmer
hold on the title race with a
win in front of their home
fans.

But United produced a
performance that confounded
their recent form, which has
even had Amorim admitting
his team could face arelegation
fight.

“We'vebeen fairly criticized
because the position in the
tablesaysitall,” United captain

Bruno Fernandes said. “I think
it’s a fair result, both teams
played really good football.
But we can’t be satisfied. I'm
reallyupsetbecause ifwe can
show this against Liverpool,
why can’t we do this every
week?”

Diallo and Rasmus Hojlund
had chances in the first half
before Martinezlashed aleft-
footed shot into the roof of
the net from a narrow angle.

Alexis Mac Allister had seen
Liverpool’s best effort in the
firsthalf saved by Onana, but
the ‘keeper could do nothing
tostop Gakpo’s powerful shot
after cutting onto his right
footin the box.

AVARreviewled toreferee

Michael Oliver awarding Liv-
erpool a penalty after the ball
struck De Ligt'sarm and Salah
firedlowto score his21stgoal
of the season. He has scored
13 goals against United —
more than any other player
in Premier League history.

But it wasn’t enough to
earn Liverpool the win after
substitute Garnacho cut the
ball back for Diallo to convert.

“Thewaywe conceded the
two goals was unacceptable,
lazy and careless,” Van Dijk
said. “It shouldn’t happen.”

Raul Jimenez scored a
penalty in the first minute of
second-halfstoppage time to
salvagea2-2 drawfor Fulham
against Ipswich.

It was Jimenez’'s second
penalty of thematch as Fulham
twice came from a goal down
at Craven Cottage.

Relegation-fighting I[pswich
went ahead through Sam
Szmodics in the 38th and
Jimenezleveled from the spot
in the 69th.

Ipswichwentin frontagain
through Liam Delap’s penalty
in the 71st and looked like
climbingoutoftherelegation
zone. But when Jimenez was
brought down by Leif Davis
in the box, referee Darren
Bond pointed to the spot
again.

Jimenezmade no mistake
and fired into the top corner
to share the points.

Man Utd coach Amorimupset
despite stalemateat Anfield

AGENCIES
LIVERPOOL, 6 JANUARY

Manchester United entered
their clash against Liverpool
in dire form, having suffered
four consecutive defeats to
close out 2024, failing to
score in three of those games.
Concerns wererife that anoth-
er humbling performance
awaited them at Anfield.
However, under Ruben
Amorim'sleadership, United
showed impressive resilience
on Merseyside, securing a
hard-fought 2-2 draw in a
thrilling encounter. The Red
Devils even had opportunities
to snatch all three points,
displaying flashes of the fight-
ing spirit that had eluded
them in recent weeks. Their
last victory came in a mem-
orable derby triumph over
Manchester City at the Etihad
Stadium, leaving fans and
pundits puzzled by the team's
erratic form. "l getmore mad
because of the other games.
It's even harder to understand
some things. Thisis notabout
the system, the technique,
it's about something else. I
am upset today, really upset.
[ am pleased with the per-
formance but everyone today
is going to say that the team
did a good job. Today I am
allowed to be the only guy

upset with the team -- but
todaywe were ateam," Amor-
im told Sky Sports.

"Wehad some good games
during this last month but
then we dropped again. It's
something that we need to
bereally consistent. We had
this talk after Manchester
City, it was the same. [ want
to see my team play so much
better but I think the most
important thing to address
today is the mentality and
thatis the key for everything.
Today we were a different
team notbecause of the sys-
tem, not because of a technical
or tactical aspect. We faced
the competition in the way
we are supposed to face every
day. Training and match, it
doesn't match the place, the
opponent, we need to face
every day like that," he said.

United captain Bruno Fer-
nandes echoed his manager's
frustration, calling for greater
consistency across all match-
es, not just high-profile
encounters. The Portuguese
playmaker admitted, "Obvi-
ously, we've been criticised,
and fairly, because the posi-
tion in the table says it all.
We've lost too many points.
Even today, we can't be
happywith the draw, because
we need points more than
they need."

Bugatha, Nirmaben todefend titlesat Mumbai Marathon

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 6 JANUARY

Srinu Bugatha and Thakor
Nirmaben Bharatjee, the
defending men’s and
women’s championsrespec-
tively, will headline a star-
studded Indian Elite field for
the 20th edition of the Mumbai
Marathon 2025 to be held
on 19 January.

Reigning Asian marathon
champion Man Singh,
Olympian GopiT, a two-time
winner and three-time run-
ner-up, and the experienced
Kalidas Hirve, who finished
fourth in the 2024 edition,
are among the leading con-
tenders in the men’s race.

Gopi won the 2024 New
Delhi Marathon in 2:14.40,
pipping second-placed fellow
Armyman Bugatha by one
second.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra’s
Hirve, who finished third in
the 2023 edition, underlined
his current form by winning
therecent Vasai-Virar Mayor’s
Marathon.

The World Athletics Gold
Label race will also see Kartik

Star pugilist Lovlina Borgohain almmg fo
F

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 6 JANUARY

Lovlina Borgohain is eyeing
a third straight summer
Olympics but will take one-
step at a time from here on.
Lovlina, who won a bronze
at Tokyo Olympics but
returned empty-handed from
Paris 2024, said Los Angeles
2028 was very much in her
plans.

“Tokyowas during COVID
times. Paris was areallearning
curve.l did mybestand have
no regrets that I could not
winamedal. Foreveryathlete,
there are lessons to be learnt
andIwant to be wiserleading
into LA,” Lovlina said during
inaninteraction on the side-
lines of the ASMITA Women'’s
Under-17 football final at the
SAI campus in Guwahati .

Assam’s ‘own daughter’
will be touching 31 when Los
Angeles arrives but the mid-
dleweight (75 kg) boxer is
confident that she will be
“stronger and more experi-
enced” if she can convert her
Paris learnings into action.

Kumar, the 2023 Asian Games
10,000m silver medallist,
making his debut over the
classic distance in Mumbai.
Kartik’s best marathon time
is2:22:50, which he recorded
at the Bengaluru Marathon
in October last year. Also in
the mix is young Harshad
Mahtre, who finished fifth
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“But I am not going to
rush my preparations. LAisa
longway off and proper weight
and injury management will
be part of my core plans.
Right now, I am not looking
beyond the upcoming National
Games in Uttarakhand and
todowell for Assamis upper-
mostinmymind,” said Lovlina.

in the last edition.
Challenging Nirmaben,
runner-up at the 2024 New
Delhi Marathon and placed
fourth at the World 25K
Kolkata 2024. For the top
honoursinthe women’srace
will be Sonika Parmar and
Reenu, winner and runner-
up, respectively, at the 2024
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With at least three medals,
including a gold in the 2023
world championship, Lovlina
said 2025 would be a chal-
lenging year with the world
championships on the cards.
“It will be a target to play the
World Boxing Cup Final in
Indialaterin 2025,” she added.

Lovlina is now part of the

Coal India Ranchi Marathon.
In the fray is also Arati Patil,
who finished second in the
2023 edition.

The top three finishers in
the Indian Elite men’s and
women’s categories will
receive prize money of Rs 5
lakh, Rs 4 lakh and Rs 3 lakh,
respectively, from the total
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Athletes Commission of the
newly formed Asian unit of
World Boxing. “It’s a huge
privilege to be on this com-
mittee as India willnowhave
a voice in decision making,”
said Lovlina, pointing out that
boxing’s technicalities, “espe-
cially scoring and judging”
needed closer and impartial

prize fund of USD 390,238.

Anincentive reward of Rs
2 lakh is up for grabs for
setting a new mark in the
event, which s currently held
by Nitendra Singh Rawat in
the Men’s 2016 edition
(2:15:48) and Sudha Singh
inthewomen’s 2019 edition
(2:34:56).
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introspection.

“Till now, India was just
an ordinary member with
very little chance to raise a
protest or point out a flaw in
the system. That is going to
change now since we will
have seven positions in the
Asian body. That'’s a big plus
for athletes who want to per-

epaper.thestatesman.com

Wrestler Sangram Singh leads
theway at mega cyclingevent

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

The chill in the air couldn't
deter the spirit of fitness as
over 300 cycling enthusiasts
gathered at the Major Dhyan
Chand National Stadium on
Sundaymorning. The nation-
wide Fit India Sundays on
Cycle campaign continued
infull swingin the first Sunday
of the new year 2025, with a
renewed vigour of promoting
ahealthier and greener India.

Leading the pack at the
national capital was renowned
wrestler, former Bigg Boss
contestantand MMA Cham-
pion Sangram Singh. The
cyclists, which included jawans
from the Indian Army, jointly
promoted awareness around
the need to stay fit, to take up
cyclingasasolution to Delhi's
pollution and to say no to
drugs.

Sangram, also a Fit India
Icon, joined forces with a con-
tingent of Indian Armyjawans

r LosAngeles Olympics
£

form their best and win an
Olympic medal,” said Lovli-
na, adding that “all the right
moves must be made to
keep boxing in the LA 2028
programme.”

EASTERN RAILWAY

o-Tender MNotice Mo, : ELS/SDAHGT/

24-012 ditd. 02.01.2025. E-tender is
invited by the Sr. Divisional Electrical
Enginear/EMU!/Saaldah, Easlarn
Railway, 1st Floor, Contral Building,
Kolkata - 700014 lar the lollowing weark:
Tendar Mo.: ELS/SDAH/MOT/ 24-012.
Name of the Work : Repairing of air
conditioning systems in driving CABSs
ol 3-Phase EMUWMEMU rakes undar
Sealdah Division. Tender Value:
Hs, 16,07 46737, Earneal Monoy :
As. 32,200/-. Cost of tendar
documant; NIl Complation period
24 months, Date of Closlng
04022026 at 14.00 hrs. Daetalls of
lendor notice and cormigandum ssved
fram lime to Umae are avalable st
wabalte www. lrapa.gov.in
(SDAH-301/2024-28)
Tender Nolices we aso mvslabla al Websle
_vrwew.af indiancaileays gov.in / www.irepa.gavin
Follow us at : () @EasternRallway

to inspire the crowd. "I've
been closely associated with
the FitIndiamovementsince
2021," hesaid. "WhenIlearned
that the Army jawans would
be participating, [ knewIhad
to be a part of this incredible
show of unity and fitness. It
is a great honour for me to
ride along with them.”
Speaking about theinitiative
launched by Union Sports

T E N

Minister Dr. Mansukh Man-
daviya last month, Sangram
added, “Thisisagreatinitiative
by the government toimbibe
a culture of fitness in the
countrybecause onlyfit citizens
can build a strong country. I
have always believed that
health is the only wealth and
we must all spend least half
an hour every day in fitness
activities."

D E R

@ Metro Railway, Kolkata

Tender Notice for e-tendering

Metro Raitway, Kolkata".
Eamest Money : T 5,147

uploaded only on the wabsita.

Abridged e-Tender Notice No. : Civil-2484-2024(0pen)

Follow us at : lfmntrurnllwarlml @ /metrorailkolkata

= Invited by Principa
Metro Railway, Kolkata for and on behalfl of President of India for
the following work ; Name of work : "Renovation, Repair and Interior
works of 120 DPS Road (Annex of RPF Barrack), Tollygun & m‘
. Cost of Work : ¥ 7 29, 53
-, Campluﬂun Period : Six (06) Mnmhs
Date and Time of Closing; 28.01.2025 at 12.00 Hrs. The Tender
Document and other details can be oblained from the website:
www.ireps ?ou An Amendments/Corrigendum, if any, would be
e

| Chief Engineer,

EASTERN RAILWAY
5r. Dwisional Commaercial Manager, Eastern Rallway, Asansol
Division, Station Road, Asansol, Pin -
a-auction through |IREPS pontal vide website www.ireps.gov.in
for awarding the contract, detalls of which are as under :
Category of Auction : Pay & Use Toilet (Normal). e-Auction
Catalogue No. : C5-ASN-PnU-0225. Date of Auction start:
17.01.2025 at 12.00 hrs. Name of stationlocation : (i) Newly
built tollet complex Ground floor & 15t floor on existing old Pay
& Use toilet at Jasidih (Phase-1l) Railway station new circulating
area near pond. (i) 2nd class waiting hall, PF no. 4 & 5 al Howrah
& Kalkaend, PF no. 2 & 3 at Howrah end and PF no. 1 at Kalka
end al Durgapur Railway station. All prospective bidders are
advised 1o visit the website www.ireps.gov.in for full details
to participate against
e-Auction on 17.01,2025 at 12.00 hrs.
Tonce: Kolices ae also amilabio al Webse ww, orindisnradlways,gov.in / wivw.imps.gov.in

and

713301 Invites opean

the above mentionead
(ASN-290/2024-25)

| @) @easternrallwayheadquarter

Follow us at : B @EasternRailway ) @easternrallwayheadquarter

.. ...r-
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Michael Vaughan feels
Team India was “blown
away” after Perth Test at
BGT 2024-25: Former Eng-
land cricketer Michael
Vaughan shared his insight
on the recently concluded
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
2024-25 between Australia
and India, and said that
'Men in Blue' were "blown
away" after their triumph
at the Perth Test. India,
who began the series with
a historic win in Perth,
failed to sustain their
momentum and lost the
series by 1-3. This marked
Australia's first Border-
Gavaskar Trophy triumph
in a decade, their last win
came in 2014-15. Kohli, one
of India's senior players,
was among the biggest dis-
appointments, managing
just 190 runs at an aver-
age of 23.75 in eight
innings, with Scott Boland
dismissing him four times.
Vaughan said that there
has been brilliant cricket at
the BGT 2024-25 series. He
added that Australia man-
aged to get the upper
hand in the last three
matches of the series.
"India win the first game in
Perth, played great. Since
then, they've been blown
away, really... You've got
to say this series, as much
as it's been brilliant cricket,
a lot of it, particularly the
last three games, has been
very one-sided. Australia
has managed to get the
upper hand and play some
great cricket and India
have not been able to find
a way of kind of throwing
a punch back.”

RASHID UPBEAT AFTER HEROIC TEST PERFORMANCE

Rashid Khan marked his triumphant return to Test cricket with a
"Player of the Match" performance, guiding Afghanistan to a 72-
: run victory over Zzimbabwe in the second and final Test at
AN Queens Sports Club on Monday. The leg-spinner's exceptional
B bowling figures, 4/94 in the first innings and 7/66 in the second
played a pivotal role in sealing the series win. Reflecting on the
match, Rashid expressed gratitude for the team's effort and
determination

S

Aussies hailBumrahafter

pacemaestro’'sBCTheroics

Both pastand present Australian playersheaped prasie on Teamindia'sstarfastbowler

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

e Border-Gavaskar
seriesmayhave ended
on a disappointing
note for India with

several stalwarts failing to
deliverwhen the teamneeded
them the most during the 1-3
loss -- their first in a decade,
but one player left everyone
speechless and earned praises
fromhisteammates and oppo-
sition alike.

Star quickJasprit Bumrah’s
heroics on Australian soil,
where he ended up with a
spectacular tally of 32 wickets
fromnineinnings of the 2024-
25BGT atanimpressive average
0f13.06,earned him accolades
from the legends of the sport.

Former Australia skipper
Ricky Pontingwas amongthe
admirers of the Indian quick,
who threw down as many as
151 overs during the series,
making it one of the best

bowling performances by any

Indianbowlerinrecent times.
Bumrah’sactwas perhapsthe
lone saving grace from an
Indian perspective even as
the rest of the team blew hot
and cold across the five Test
matches. During his iconic

run, Bumrah also overtook

former India captain Kapil
Dev to hold the record for
most Testwicketsbyan Indian
in Australia — 64 wickets at

17.15 compared to Kapil’'s 51
at24.58. Pontingfelt that Bum-
rah’s exploits are not only the
best he’s seen of a visiting
bowler in Australia, but probably
the best fast-bowling display
of all time. He even went to
the extent of admitting that
Bumrah made the Aussie top
orderlooklike ajoke on multiple
occasions during the series.
“No doubt, it's probably
the bestfastbowlingI've ever
seen. Yes, theyhad good con-
ditions, the fast bowlers, for
most of this series. But when
you watched him (Bumrah)
bowl compared to anyone

else in the series, he made
batting look so much harder.
There'salotof qualitybatting
in that Australian top-order
as well but he made all of
them at different times look
silly,” Ponting said in the ICC
Review.

Bumrah, whohad captained
India to a win in Perth at the
beginningoftheseries, didn’t
bowl on the final day of the
series in Sydney adue to back
spasms. Dejected on missing
out having a go in the second
innings, Bumrah, who was
deservinglynamed the Player
of the Series, conceded post-

i o R - e

match, “Little frustrating but
sometimesyouhave torespect
yourbody, you can’tfightyour
body. Disappointing, probably
missed out on the spiciest
wicket of the series. I felt a bit
of discomfort duringmysecond
spell in the first innings.”

IwasjustgettingBumrah’d:
Khawaja

Rating the world no.1 as
oneofthebesthehasfacedin
world cricket, Australia’s veteran
opener Usman Khawaja had
nohesitationinadmitting that
Bumrah’s absence (due to
backspasms) on the third day
of the Sydney Test, eased the

pressure off his side during
theirchase of162.In Bumrah’s
absence, the new ball pair of
Mohammed Sirajand Prasidh
Krishna leaked as many as 12
extras in their first two overs
of Australia’s second innings,
andinawayallowed the hosts
to settle in during their chase.
“I'was just getting Bumrah'd.
It was tough work. I have to
face thisguywith thenewball
every single time. you never
want to see anyone injured
and it's a shame he was but
thank God for us. Today
would've been an absolute
nightmare facing him on that
wicket. As soon as we didn't
see him out there we thought
'alright, we've got a chance
here’. He's the toughestbowler
I've ever faced. And I have
faced him in 2018. he got me
out once, he was alright, he
was good but he has been
something else this year. He
has got his tail up,” he said.
KhawajafeltthatBumrah’s
evolution fromarookie pacer
in2018and hisunderstanding
of the game has helped him
attain unimaginable heights
in the past six years. “The
wickets have definitely helped
him. Heis 6 yearsmoremature.
He has different plans for
everyone. | always felt like no
matter how good a bowler is
[ can always get something to
score runs, but I did not get
anything at all from him.”

Blow for Australiaas Cumminsunlikely to teaturein Sri Lanka tour

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

Having already confirmed
their place for the ICC World
Test Championship Final
with the 3-1 series win over
India, that also brought the
Border-Gavaskar back to their
grasp after adecade, Australia
could be missing the services
of Pat Cummins for the
upcoming two-Test tour of
Sri Lanka due to personal
reasons.

Sunday’s six-wicket victory
over India at the Sydney
Cricket Ground ensured Aus-
traliawon every bilateral tro-
phy for which they compete,
cappingasuperb run for the
team under Cummins.

However, with Cummins
and his partner expecting
their second child later this
month, the Aussie skipper
could miss the series against
theIslanders, and the decision
makes more sense in terms
of workload management of
the star quick, who has been
relentless across all five Tests
against India, and also given
the fact that the two Tests
(theirlast of this current WTC

cycle) are effectively dead
rubbers.

“We'll wait and see. (His
wife) Becky is hanging on at
the moment, so we'll play it
by ear. But mostlikely [ might

struggle to get over there,”
Cummins told reporters.
Cummins' likely absence
means Steve Smith will be
in charge and he’ll attempt
to finally pass the 10,000-

run mark afterbecoming the
first man to be dismissed
twice in the 9,990s.

Travis Head is the other
co vice-captain and could
also be considered to take

over from Cummins in Sri
Lanka. Theleft-hander, Aus-
tralia's leading run-scorer
against India with centuries
in Adelaide and Brisbane,
conceded the series had taken
a toll.

Australia's squad for the
tour of Sri Lanka is set to be
named later this week. The
team will spend just under a
week training in Dubai to
prepare for the two Tests in
Galle, where rank-turners
typically welcome touring
sides.

During the 2024-25 edition
of the Border Gavaskar Trophy
against India, Cummins deliv-
ered afine performance both
asacaptain and player, aveng-
ing two successive losses at
home in the most emphatic
manner, fitting the stature
and quality of ICC World
Test Championship holders.
Not only he ended as the
side's top wicket-taker with
25 scalps at an average of
21.36, with a five-wicket haul
to his name, but he also
chipped in 159 useful runs
in eightinnings, with knocks
of49 and 41 during the Boxing
Day Testat Melbourne being

his most valuable contribu-
tions. The 31-year-old's tactical
brilliance, relentless hit-the-
deck bowling and ability to
deliver crucial knocks, wickets
during clutch moments paid
off big time.

After being appointed as
Test captain in 2021 and
taking over as the ODI captain
in2022, the journey has been
upwards and just upwards
for Cummins. Since then, he
has retained the Ashes by
ensuring a 2-2 series draw
away from home in the UK
and became India's biggest
heart-breaker and nightmare
by beating them in the ICC
World Test Championship
and ICC Cricket World Cup
2023 last year and now by
capturing the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy to end
India's golden run against
Australia in Tests.

Cummins starred in the
Ashes series with 18 wickets
(fourth-highest) atan average
of37.72 with the best figures
of 6/91 and also made 162
runs with his bat in nine
innings, worth its weight in
gold, at an average of 23.14
with best score of 44.
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Mandhanatolead India
womenin ODIsvsIreland

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

Smriti Mandhana will lead
the Indian women’s team
for the three-match ODI
series against Ireland, starting
10 January in Rajkot. The
announcement came after
regular captain Harmanpreet
Kaur and fast bowler Renuka
Singh were rested to manage
their workload.

Deepti Sharma has been
named Mandhana’s deputy
for the series.

The uncapped pair of
Raghvi Bist and Sayali Sat-
ghare have been called up
for the three 50-over games,
while the likes of Arundhati
Reddy, Shafali Verma and
Radha Yadav continue to
miss out.

Bist recently made her
T20I debut in the series
against West Indies in Navi
Mumbai last month, where
she played two games and
made scores of 5and 31. Sat-
ghare, meanwhile, received
her India call-up for the ODIs
against New Zealand last
October, but did not get a
game.

The rest of the squad
wears a familiar look with
Pratika Rawal and Tanuja
Kanwar, who made their
India debuts during the West
Indies ODIs in Vadodara,
retaining their places in the
squad.

"The Women's Selection
Committee has picked India's
15-member squad for the
upcoming three-match IDFC
FIRST Bank ODI home series
against Ireland women.

“The Three ODIs will take
place at the Niranjan Shah
Stadium in Rajkot," the BCCI
said in a statement.

Mandhana, who also stood
inas captain when Harman-
preet sat out of the last two
T20Is against West Indies,
will be looking to continue
her impressive run of form,
after her string of good per-
formances against the West

Indies in both T20Is and the
ODIs last month.

Mandhana will look to
continue to build on her
stunning form after enjoying
aremarkable run against the
West Indies women in both
the T20Is and the ODI series
last month.

She ended the T20Is as
the leading run-scorer, amass-
ing 193 runs to her name at
an average of 64.33 while
striking at 159.50.

In the ODIs, she was the
second-highest run-scorer
after her compatriot Harleen
Deol.She garnered 148 runs
atan average of 49.33 with a
strike rate of 88.10.

Harleen Deol, who made
amarkwith her maiden ODI
hundred against West Indies,
will also be looking to carry
her form with the bat.

India'srecent formin the
50-over formathas been sen-
sational.

In their previous outing
in the format, the Indian
women's team emerged vic-
torious against the West
Indies, sweeping the series
with a3-0wininlate Decem-
ber.

The India-Ireland series
is a part of the 2022-2025
future tours programme, and
will be Ireland's first-ever
bilateral tour of India, and
the teams’ first series against
each other since 2006.

Ireland have lost all of
the 12 ODIs they have played
against India so far.

The two teams last met
inthe T20 World Cup in 2023,
when India won by five runs.

India women’s ODI
Squad:

Smriti Mandhana (cap-
tain), Deepti Sharma (vice-
captain), Pratika Rawal,
Harleen Deol, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Uma Chetry (wick-
etkeeper), Richa Ghosh (wick-
etkeeper), Tejal Hasabnis,
Raghvi Bist, Minnu Mani,
Priya Mishra, Tanuja Kanwer,
Titas Sadhu, Saima Thakor,
Sayali Satghare.

All-rounder Rishi Dhawan
retires fromwhite-ball cricket

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

Rishi Dhawan, thefast-bowling
allrounder from Himachal
Pradesh, and represented India
in four limited-over games
has called time on his white-
ball career. Dhawan’s
announcementhas comeafter
the conclusion of the group
stage of the ongoing Vijay Haz-
are Trophy.

Himachal are currently sec-
ondin Group B of the compe-
tition, and are in the running
for a quarter-finals spot. The
34-year-old hasfeaturedinall
five of Himachal's matches
so far this season, and is their
second-highestrun-getterwith
397 at 79.40, and has picked
up 11 wickets at 28.45.

While making the
announcementonsocialmedia,
Dhawan specificallymentioned
limited-overs cricket, which
suggests hewill carry on playing
first-class cricket at least for

the remainder of the ongoing
Ranji Trophy season.

“It's with a heavy heart,
eventhoughlhavenoregrets,
that I'd like to announce my
retirementfrom Indian cricket
(Limited over).It'sasport that
has defined my life for the
past 20 years. This game has
given me immeasurable joy
and countless memories that
would always stay very close
to my heart. I want to take a
momenttoshowmygratitude
towards the opportunities that
were given to me by Board of
Control of Cricket in India
(BCCI), Himachal Pradesh
Cricket Association (HPCA),
Punjab Kings, Mumbai Indians
and Kolkata Knight Riders.
From humble beginnings to
representing my nation on
the grandeststages, ithasbeen
a privilege beyond measure.
Cricket has been my passion,
and my reason for waking up
everymorning,” Dhawanwrote
on social media.

East Bengal FC brace for pivotal January as ISLenters decisive phase

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

The Indian Super League
(ISL) has reached its crucial
second phase, placing East
Bengal FC ata defining point
in their campaign. After an
inconsistent start to the season,
the Red and Gold Brigade
(EBFC) now face a pivotal
moment. With achallenging
setof fixturesloominginJan-
uary, the month could deter-
mine the trajectory of their
season and potentially make
or break their aspirations.
The campaign began with
immense promise. A
revamped squad featuring
key foreign stars like Dimitrios
Diamantakos and Madih
Talal, alongside Indian talents
such as Anwar Ali and Jeakson
Singh, raised expectations.
However, with a six-game
losing streak, the Red and
Gold Brigade's (EBFC) season
began on the wrongfoot. The
tough startalsoled toa change
in the head coach role, with
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Carles Cuadrat parting ways
after three consecutive defeats
intheleague. Oscar Bruzon's

<TE CINTOW

appointment brought an
immediate turnaround.
Under Bruzon'sleadership,

the team found their rhythm
in the AFC Challenge Cup,
topping their group and secur-

ing a spot in the knockout
stage with a mix of solid
defence and inventive attack.
This positive momentum car-
ried over to their domestic
campaign, where the Kolkata
giants rediscovered their form
in the ISL. With four wins
from their last six league
matches, East Bengal FC
demonstrated renewed fight-
Ing spirit, overcoming injuries
and lifting morale within the
squad. Under Bruzon's guid-
ance, they have also keptfour
clean sheets in the league,
three of which came onhome
turf. Despite their resurgence,
the Red and Gold Brigade
still sit 11th in the table, with
14 points from 13 games and
a six-point gap to the playoff
spots. Their January fixtures
willlikely determine whether
this resurgence is enough to
keep their season alive. The
challenges ahead arerelentless,
and the statistics aren't in
their favour. The month begins
with a home fixture against
Mumbai City FC (MCFQC), a

side East Bengal FC have
beaten only once in eight
attempts. Their struggles are
further underscored by a
record of just one goal scored
in those encounters.

Next comes the much-
anticipated Kolkata Derby
on January 11, where East
Bengal FC will look for their
first-ever ISLwin over Mohun
Bagan Super Giant (MBSG).
The Mariners (MBSG), cur-
rently sitting atop the table,
represent the toughesthurdle
yet. The fixtures only get
tougher. East Bengal FC will
face an in-form FC Goa, a
team that has handed them
five straight defeats in the
ISL. Matches against Kerala
Blasters FC (KBFC) and a
return clash with Mumbai
City FC add to their woes.
While East Bengal FC's record
against the Blasters is mar-
ginally better, this game carries
extra weight as both teams
are battling for playoff con-
tention, making it a crucial
six-pointer.
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