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WEATHER

Generally clear. Cloudy in the evening. 
Maximum and minimum temperatures 
likely to be around 27°C and 16°C 
respectively. 
 
RAINFALL: NIL 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY  
Max. 75%  Min. 64% 
TEMPERATURE 
Max: 27.2˚C               Min: 16.3˚C  
SUN RISES                 SUN SETS 
06:18 hrs                   17:07 hrs 
MOON RISES              MOON SETS 
11:25 hrs                   08:29 hrs 
 Full Moon on 14 January

Nine killed in Maoist ambush in Chhattish-
garh: Eight District Reserve Guard (DRG) 
personnel and the driver of their vehicle 
were killed in a Maoist ambush on the 
Kutru-Bedre road in Chhattisgarh's Bijapur 
district on Monday. The attack, which took 
place near Amboli village around 2:15 pm, 
involved a powerful IED blast followed by 
gunfire. The team was returning from an 
anti-Maoist operation when their vehicle 
was targeted, police said. (Details on Pg 8)

AUSTRALIANS PRAISE 
JASPRIT BUMRAH FOR 
BGT HEROICS 

SENSEX   77,964.99�1,258.12 NIFTY    23,616.05�388.70 ` vs $   85.79 GOLD 79,300.00 SILVER  99,000 BRENT CRUDE (IN $) 76.87�0.36

RAJIB CHAKRABORTY 
GANGASAGAR, 6 JANUARY 

 

C
hief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee 
has today criti-
cised Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi's gov-
ernment's policy regarding 
Gangasagar, particularly 
compared to the attention 
lavished on the Kumbh 
Mela. 

Speaking at Kapil 
Muni's ashram on Sagar 
Island after offering puja, 
Miss Banerjee said that 
the central government 
shows no concern for the 
Gangasagar Mela, whereas 
it invests thousands of 
crores of rupees in the 
Kumbh Mela in Uttar 
Pradesh. She said that the 
state government requires 
substantial funds to protect 
Kapil Muni's ashram from 
sea erosion, but the Central 
government remains indif-
ferent to this issue. 

The Central govern-
ment allocates thousands 
of crores of rupees for the 
Kumbh Mela. However, 
despite more than one 
crore people attending 
the Gangasagar Mela, it 
has yet to be declared a 
national fair, she said. 

According to the Chief 
Minister, due to the massive 
funds allocated to the 
Kumbh Mela, people can 
directly reach the site via 
road or air. However, to 
reach Gangasagar, pilgrims 
have to cross the river, 
which is very inconvenient. 
Miss Banerjee also 
explained how the admin-
istration and NGOs are 
working to assist the general 
public. "If my party (TMC) 
gains power (at the Centre) 
then Gangasagar Mela will 
be declared as national 
fair,” she said. 

Referring to the Muri-
ganga Bridge, the Chief 
Minister said that no one 
had thought about con-
structing this bridge before. 
She recalled a conversation 

with a Central government 
minister a few years ago 
in this regard, yet the 
bridge was not built even 
after four years. Eventually, 
her government took the 
initiative to construct it. 

Miss Bqanjere stated 
that despite high costs 
and financial constraints, 
the construction of the 
Gangasagar Bridge is essen-
tial. She said that significant 
progress has already been 
made in this project. 

According to her, a 
Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) has been prepared 
for the Muriganga Bridge. 
However, completing the 
construction will take four 
years and require an esti-
mated budget of Rs 1,500 
crore. 

Centre supports Kumbh, 
not Gangasagar mela: CM
Gangasagar yet to be declared a national fair, laments Mamata Banerjee

‘US finalising steps to 
strengthen nuclear energy 
cooperation with India’ 

Justin Trudeau 
to step down 
as Canada PM
AGENCIES  
OTTAWA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Justin Trudeau on Monday 
announced that he will step 
down as Canadian Prime 
Minister and Liberal leader 
once his party has chosen a 
new leader. 

Mr Trudeau, who has been 
the leader of the Liberal Party 
since 2013, and has served 
as the country's PM for more 
than nine years, announced 
his decision at a news con-
ference in Ottawa, late Mon-
day evening, India time. 

Facing a major revolt within 
his party and a dismal public 
opinion polls ahead of this 
year's general elections, Mr 
Trudeau also asked Gover-
nor-General Mary Simon to 
prorogue Parliament until 24 
March. “I intend to resign as 
party leader and as prime 
minister after the party selects 
a new leader," said Mr Trudeau. 

The Liberal caucus is set 
to meet on Wednesday. 

Mr Trudeau has faced 
mounting challenges, partic-
ularly after Chrystia Freeland's 
abrupt resignation as Finance 
Minister on 16 December. 
Ms Freeland publicly slammed 
Mr Trudeau in her resignation 
letter. Earlier, Mr Trudeau's 
minority government lost a 
critical ally in September 2024 
when Jagmeet Singh’s New 
Democratic Party (NDP) with-
drew its support. 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY 

 
The United States is now final-
ising the necessary steps to 
remove long-standing regula-
tions that have prevented civil 
nuclear cooperation between 
India's leading nuclear entities 
and US companies, US National 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
said here on Monday. 

“The formal paperwork 
will be done soon but this will 
be an opportunity to turn the 
page on some of the frictions 
of the past and create oppor-
tunities for entities that have 
been on restricted lists in the 
United States to come off those 
lists and enter into deep col-
laboration with the United 
States, with our private sector, 
scientists and technologists to 
move civil nuclear cooperation 
forward together,” he said. Mr 
Sullivan is in New Delhi to hold 
talks with National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval on issues 
ranging from space, defence, 
strategic technology cooperation 
as well as shared security pri-
orities in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Mr Sullivan later in the day 
met Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and they positively assessed 
the significant advancement 
in the India-US Comprehensive 
Global Strategic Partnership 
over the last four years, especially 
in the key areas of technology, 

defence, space, civil nuclear, 
clean energy, semiconductors, 
and AI.  

In a post on X, Mr Modi 
said: “It was a pleasure to meet 
the US National Security Advisor 
@JakeSullivan46. The India-
US Comprehensive Global 
Strategic Partnership has scaled 
new heights, including in the 
areas of technology, defence, 
space, biotechnology and Arti-
ficial Intelligence. Look forward 
to building upon this momen-
tum in ties between our two 
democracies for the benefit 
of our people and global good.” 

The PM deeply appreciated 
a letter from US President Joe 
Biden handed over to him by 
Mr Sullivan. Mr Modi also reaf-
firmed his commitment to 
continue to deepen close coop-
eration between the two democ-
racies for the benefit of the 
people of the two countries 
and for the global good.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
GANGASAGAR,  6 JANUARY 

 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Monday 
advised people not to 
panic over reports of a 
Human Metapneu-
movirus (HMPV) case 
turning up in Kolkata. 

“In Bangalore, two 
cases have been report-
ed. Here, we are yet to 
detect any such case. 
Our chief secretary has 
already held a meeting 
and taken precautionary 
measures," Miss Baner-
jee told reporters at the 
Kapil Muni ashram here. 

“We do not have any 
such alerts in this con-
nection (HMPV cases). 
In case there are any, I 
will let you know. Our 
government is always 
serving the people; you 
have seen that during 
the Covid pandemic,” 
Miss Banerjee said.

Mamata 
asks people 
not to panic 
over HMPV  
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Boy with heart ailment to get 
operated through Sebaashray
Diamond Harbour MP Abhishek Banerjee took up the matter with the authorities of Jagannath Gupta 
Institute of Medical Sciences and Hospital and the surgery will be conducted shortly

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 7 JANUARY 

 

T
he timely intervention 
of doctors at 
Sebaashray camp has 
saved the life of a nine-

year-old boy. 
The nine-year-old Altaf 

Hosen Ghorami had visited 
one of the Sebaashray camps 
in Diamond Harbour with his 
father. The initial medical 
reports showed some medical 
complications. Examining the 
reports, the doctors referred 
him to the model camp, which 
has been set at the SDO ground 
for advanced diagnosis. The 
doctors detected a hole in his 
heart and this was causing 
major problems over the years. 
Altaf was found suffering from 
Cyanotic heart disease. The 
matter was immediately 
brought to the notice of the 
local MP, Abhishek Banerjee. 
Mr Banerjee took up the matter 
with the authorities of Jagan-
nath Gupta Institute of Medical 
Sciences and Hospital and 
the surgery will be conducted 
shortly. 

Mr Banerjee assured that 
all the medical expenses will 
be provided to the boy, includ-
ing the surgery. 

Meanwhile, a 70-year-old 
person Hossain Mollick, who 
had fainted at one of the med-
ical camps yesterday, is recu-
perating at a state-run hos-
pital. 

Forty one camps have been 
set up in the area that fall 
under Diamond Harbour Lok 
Sabha seat. The footfall on 
day four in these camps is 

15,785. A total of 8,467 patients 
have been treated while 8,108 
people were given medicines 
free-of-cost. Around 360 
patients have been referred 
to hospitals. 

This is for the first time 
when such an initiative has 
been taken up by an MP. The 
camps will be held in all the 
Assembly segments and after 
that five day long follow up 
camps will be held. There is 
overwhelming response from 
the people living in the Dia-

mond Harbour Assembly seat, 
At Bagda Taj Club 

Sebaashray camp, swift 
response of the doctors and 
volunteers on-site helped 
Sadika Sultana, a 9-year-old 
girl who had met with an acci-
dent. She was promptly referred 
to Diamond Harbour Medical 
College for urgent treatment. 

Ali Hossein Molla, father 
of the girl, said: “My daughter 
suffered injuries in an accident. 
We came to Bagda Taj Club 
camp from where we were 

referred to Diamond Harbour 
Hospital where we received 
very good treatment. I also 
thank the volunteers at 
Sebaashray camp for assisting 
us promptly.” 

Like Sadika, Pritikona Ghosh 
and Narain Maity also got 
treatment at the medical 
camps and expressed their 
gratitude for the Diamond 
Harbour MP. Puja Mondal 
from Mandir Bazaar said, 
“Abhishek sir has thought a 
lot for us.”

Centre to initiate 
tripartite talks 
with Gorkhas

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
SILIGURI, 6 JANUARY 

 
The central government will 
soon initiate tripartite talks 
involving the Union govern-
ment, the West Bengal gov-
ernment, and representatives 
of the Gorkha community. 

Darjeeling MP Raju Bista 
met with Union home min-
ister Amit Shah in New Delhi 
today. Following the meeting, 
Mr Bista stated: “Amit Shah 
assured me that the central 
government will initiate tri-
partite talks with the Bengal 
government and the Gorkha 
community representatives 
at the earliest.” 

Mr Bista further 

added:“The Union home 
minister reiterated the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
resolving all issues affecting 
our region through dialogue, 
adopting a holistic approach 
that considers the concerns 
of all stakeholders.” 

Preparations for the con-
tinuation of these talks are 
underway by the ministry of 
home affairs, with meeting 
dates to be announced soon. 

Notably, Darjeeling MLA 
Neeraj Zimba, recently elected 
as Secretary General of the 
Gorkha National Liberation 
Front (GNLF) on a BJP ticket, 
had earlier written a detailed 
letter to the Central govern-
ment regarding this issue.

Stir in Kulti over land acquisition
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KULTI, 6 JANUARY 

 
Kulti MLA Dr Ajoy Poddar 
had to face ‘go back’ slogans 
when he went to the agitation 
site in Baltaria area regarding 
land acquisition of eastern 
dedicated freight corridor 
project of the Indian Rail-
ways. 

Since morning today, hun-
dreds of local people gathered 
at the site protesting against 
the land acquisition work for 
the railways dedicated freight 
corridor project and sought 
rehabilitation first. 

Hearing the news, the local 
BJP MLA Dr Ajoy Poddar 
rushed to the site, but the 
protestors chanted go back 
slogans and pushed him back. 

Member of mayor in-coun-
cil (MMIC) of Asansol Munic-
ipal Corporation (AMC), 

Indrani Mishra said that about 
2,000 people live in the railway 
area for over 50 years. Sud-
denly, their lands have been 
acquired. Where will they go 
now? 

She urged the railways to 
consider their demand of 
rehabilitation in this winter 
season on humanitarian 
grounds. 

As the tension escalated, 
jawans of Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) rushed to the 
site and dispersed both the 
two rival groups. 

The Ludhiana to Dankuni 
dedicated eastern freight cor-
ridor construction work is 
now reaching the Asansol 
division of Eastern Railway. 

 So far, no comments from 
neither the district adminis-
tration nor the railway author-
ities have been available on 
this issue.

Murder of Malda TMC leader: Political angle suspected
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
SILIGURI, 6 JANUARY 

 
Several Trinamul Congress 
(TMC) leaders have alleged 
a political motive behind the 
recent murder of senior party 
leader Dulal Sarkar, alias 
Babla, in Malda. Minister of 
state for finance and health 
Chandrima Bhattacharya vis-
ited Sarkar's widow Chaitali 
Sarkar, today to discuss her 
concerns about the incident. 

Ms Bhattacharya’s visit 
was made on the instructions 
of chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee. During the meeting, 
Ms Sarkar expressed her 
apprehensions regarding her 
husband's murder, which 
occurred in broad daylight, 
allegedly at the hands of hired 
assailants. 

Speaking to reporters after 
the meeting, Ms Bhattacharya 

said: “A political motive 
behind the murder cannot 
be ruled out. There must be 
a mastermind. Who hired 

professionals to kill him? The 
police investigation will reveal 
the truth.” 

She also questioned why 
Mr Sarkar’s security was with-
drawn, stating: “I don’t under-
stand why the police removed 
his security. Who gave such 
instructions?” 

Ms Sarkar, while speaking 
to the media, said: “It is 
evident who was behind my 
husband’s murder. His rivals 
plotted to eliminate him, but 
I will not disclose further 
details before speaking to 
the chief minister. My son 
and I are waiting for justice. 
My husband was politically 
shortlisted for a higher post, 
which may have been a reason 
for his murder.” 

Ms Sarkar plans to meet 
Mamata Banerjee after com-
pleting her husband’s post-
death rituals. 

Malda district TMC pres-
ident Abdur Rahim Boxi hint-
ed at a political motive, saying: 
“Dulal Sarkar was not an 
ordinary leader. He served 
as party president, vice-chair-
man of English Bazar Munic-
ipality and was a councillor 
for over 30 years. He was 
deserving of the chairman’s 
post at the municipality, but 
that alone may not be the 
reason for his murder.” 

“If the police fail to bring 
the culprits to justice, our 
party will take necessary steps 
to ensure punishment,” Mr 
Boxi added. 

South Malda MP Isha 
Khan Choudhury also 
demanded swift action, stat-
ing: “We never expected a 
ruling party leader to be mur-
dered in broad daylight. The 
police must identify the cul-
prits without delay.”

Durgapur nurse 
found dead in 
Deoghar, family 
suspects murder
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
ASANSOL, 6 JANUARY 

 
Beauty Rana, a young nurse 
of Durgapur in West Burdwan 
District, who has been work-
ing in a private nursing home 
in Deoghar district of Jhark-
hand has been found dead. 
The family members have 
alleged that she has been 
murdered. 

Since the past three years 
she was working in the nurs-
ing home as head of nursing 
staff in the ICU. Her sister 
Mousumi Sinha said that 
she had left behind her four-
year-old daughter. 

The victim’s father went 
to Deoghar after failing to 
contact her for more than a 
week and found that she 
was lying dead inside her 
rented room and all belong-
ings had been looted. Mousu-
mi has claimed that she last 
visited their home a year 
ago and told her family that 
she planned to visit again 
on vacation in mid Janu-
ary. 

Her mother Malati Rana 
has alleged that no staff of 
the Tridev nursing home is 
telling the truth and they 
fear that she has been mur-
dered. The nursing home 
told us that she was not 
coming on duty and claimed 
that she had taken leave and 
went home.” she said. 

“On 21 December, she 
had last called us and told 
us that she will visit soon. 
Her daughter stays with us. 
But since 22 December her 
phone had been switched 
off. Beauty said that she was 
having a fever and her health 
was not good. After seven 
days we sent her father to 
Deoghar to get information,” 
said her mother Aarti Rana. 

The family has urged 
Asansol Durgapur Police 
Commissionerate to pursue 
her case with Deoghar police.

Facility to train contract 
workers at IISCO steel plant
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BURNPUR, 4 JANUARY 

 
The inauguration of Sambhav 
- Capability and Competency 
Development Centre (CCDC), 
first of its kind in Steel Authority 
of India Limited (SAIL) at 
IISCO Steel Plant (ISP) in Burn-
pur has been launched to 
upskill the contract workers. 

Incidentally, IISCO Steel 
Plant is all set for the next 
phase of expansion. 

A dedicated hands-on train-
ing facility for contractual 
workforce of ISP, Burnpur 
named Sambhav: Capability 
and Competency Development 
Centre (CCDC) was inaugu-
rated today at the renovated 
archaic building of IISCO. 

The facility houses mechan-
ical and electrical workshops 
for practical training as fitters, 
riggers, welding & gas cutting 
technicians and electricians, 
with specialisation in main-
tenance, motor testing and 
earthing works. 

The inauguration was 
peformed by Brijendra Pratap 
Singh, director in-charge of 
(Burnpur and Durgapur Steel 
Plant) and graced by the pres-
ence of functional heads, 
CGMs, and sectional heads. 

It aims to foster skill 
enhancement, safety aware-
ness, and multi-skilling, aligned 
with our commitment to work-
force development and oper-
ational excellence. 

The electrical workshop 
has been developed in-house 
by the ERS dept team and 
the mechanical workshop by 
HMM capital repair team. 

Town services department 
renovated the entire premises 
and overall coordination of 
setting up and facilities at 
CCDC was done by HR-L&D 
Centre team. 

“This milestone reflects 
our collective vision to build 
a skilled, competent, and 
future-ready workforce at 
ISP,” said Brijendra Pratap 
Singh. 

THUMBNAILS

RPF seizes drugs: The Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF) 
of Eastern Railway of Malda 
Division seized narcotics 
worth 2.3 crores in a 'Opera-
tion Narcos' initiative. The 
operation involved a special 
operation on train number 
22504, resulting in the 
seizure of 461 grams of 
heroin valued at Rs 
2,30,50,000. 
 
 
Record freight: The South 
Eastern Railway (SER) saw a 
1.63 per cent increase in 
originating freight in the 
first nine months of 2024-
25, loading 156.86 million 
tons. The SER also recorded 
a 2.17 per cent increase in 
originating freight revenue, 
with revenue generation 
reaching Rs 14216.99 crore. 
Other major commodities 
loaded during this period 
included iron ore, pig iron, 
finished steel, cement, food 
grains, and fertilizers. 
 
 
Checking drive: The Howrah 
Division of the Eastern  
Railway conducted a special 
magistrate checking drive 
at Howrah station, booking 
631 cases for irregularities 
like ticketless travel, aiming 
to reinforce discipline, 
reduce ticketless travel, and 
ensure railway regulations  
compliance.

T E N D E R

Footballer Rabi Hansda excited to get govt job
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BURDWAN, 6 JANUARY 

 
Rabi Hansda, the chief archi-
tect behind Bengal's victory 
in Santosh Trophy after six 
years was given civic reception 
by the district administration 
here today and he was hon-
oured following tribal rituals 
at his native place in Mon-
galkote yesterday. 

State animal resources 
minister Swapan Debnath, 
MLA, Bardhaman (Dakshin), 
Khokon Das, DM and SP, 
East Burdwan together hon-
oured Hansda at the civic 
reception organised by the 
zilla parishad at the historical 
Town Hall, this afternoon. 

Rabi, a centre forward in 
Bengal soccer team and a 
new star in Bengal football 
hails from Mosharu village 
in Mongalkote. Chief minister 

Mamata Banerjee already 
has declared Rs 50 lakh cash 
reward for the winning team, 
in addition to a government 
job for each of the team 
members. A delightful Rabi 
said: "Form fill up for our 
government jobs has already 
been completed and we are 
instructed to join within a 

month." Rabi, as he expected, 
will be inducted into the 
West Bengal Police services 
as a sub-inspector. The SP, 
East Burdwan, Sayok Das at 
the reception said that Hansda 
would be offered a berth 
with the police services. He 
said: "We'll forward an appeal 
before the government to 

make Rabi a brand ambas-
sador of the district police." 

Rabi said: "I dedicate my 
achievement in Santosh Tro-
phy after my father who'd 
passed away a few years 
ago." He advised the young-
sters to give up their addiction 
to phones and spend more 
time in sports grounds.
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Bengal fishermen talk of torture 
on return from Bangladesh
RAJIB CHAKRABORTY 
GANGASAGAR, 6 JANUARY 

 

W
est Bengal chief 
minister Mama-
ta Banerjee has 
stated that fish-

ermen from West Bengal were 
subjected to atrocities while 
imprisoned by the Bangladesh 
Navy in Bangladesh. 

During her visit to the 
Gangasagar Mela, she 
expressed her discontent at 
the helipad ground regarding 
the incident. The Sunderbans 
affairs department had organ-
ised a programme on the 
occasion, "Fishermen's return 
to their homeland and reunion 
with their families," where 
she mentioned that all officials 
in West Bengal had been 
trying for several months to 
rescue these fishermen. After 
the exchange at the maritime 
boundary between the two 
countries on Sunday, chief 
minister Mamata Banerjee 
reunited the fishermen with 

their families in Gangasagar 
on Monday. "This is a very 
unfortunate incident. One 
of the rescued fishermen 
even jumped into the water 
out of fear of being caught. I 
have handed over Rs 2 lakh 
to his wife," the chief minister 
said. She added that many 
of the fishermen were beaten 
there from their waist to leg 
and instructed the chief sec-
retary to arrange for their 

treatment. After nearly two-
and-a-half months, 95 Indian 
fishermen, who were kept 
imprisoned in Bangladesh 
finally set foot on Indian soil. 
Around noon on Monday, 
they were brought to Gan-
gasagar by trawlers. The min-
ister of sundarbans devel-
opment, Bankim Hazra, and 
district administrative officials 
were present. The chief min-
ister provided the fishermen 

with white pajamas, shawls, 
and Rs 10,000 as gifts. 

Chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee arrived at Gangasagar 
by chopper on Monday to 
inspect preparations for the 
fair and met the rescued fish-
ermen. She also interacted 
with their families. The fish-
ermen were allowed to return 
to their homes later day. On 
Sunday, India and Bangladesh 
exchanged detainees at the 
international maritime bound-
ary in the Bay of Bengal. The 
process was carried out in 
the presence of coast guard 
and administrative officials 
from both countries. 
Bangladesh handed over 95 
Indian fishermen, while India 
returned 90 Bangladeshi fish-
ermen. Both groups had been 
accused of crossing interna-
tional maritime boundaries. 
Following the arrests, both 
countries took steps for repa-
triation. After learning about 
the arrest of fishermen from 
Kakdwip and Namkhana in 

Bangladesh, the chief minister 
actively worked to bring them 
back to India. 

The state government also 
drew the attention of the cen-
tral government to the issue. 
From the chief minister's 
office, Kakdwip MLA Mon-
turam Pakhira was asked to 
check on the well-being of 
the fishermen’s families. 
Recently, Bangladesh’s min-
istry of home affairs, through 
deputy secretary Lutfaun 
Nahar, issued a notice stating 
that the interim government 
had decided to withdraw the 
cases against these 95 fish-
ermen. It was also decided 
to return six seized trawlers 
to India. Similarly, India’s
ministry of home affairs decid-
ed to release 90 Bangladeshi 
fishermen. The rescued fish-
ermen, who were aboard 
trawlers named Jhor 3, Abhijit, 
Ma Basanti, Narayan 2, and 
Jai Jagannath, reported that 
they were subjected to severe 
physical abuse.

The fishermen were reunited with their families at Gangasagar on Monday

ISKCON camp at Gangasagar
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY 

 
ISKCON Gangasagar Mandir 
will organise its Annual Tirtha 
Yatri Seva camp at the Gan-
gasagar Mela grounds from 
11-16 January, located on 
Road 5, near the helipad 
and K2 bus stand. The ini-
tiative is dedicated to serving 
thousands of pilgrims attend-
ing the Mela. Over 600 vol-
unteers will welcome pil-

grims. It will also serve over 
1.2 lakh free full meals from 
6 a.m. to 2 a.m. There will 

be vibrant kirtans with ecstatic 
Vedic dance and spiritual 
cultural performances by 80 
international participants 
from 21 countries, promoting 
world peace and sharing 
Indian Vedic culture. The 
camp will offer free medical 
assistance, blankets, and 
spiritual enrichment through 
the distribution of the Bha-
gavad Gita, night shelters 
on a first-come; first-serve 
basis (no advance bookings). 

After CM prod, minister surveys 
areas with public transport woes
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Following instructions from 
chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee to address the woes of 
the crisis of buses, the state 
transport minister Snehasis 
Chakraborty and senior 
department officials hit the 
city roads to take stock of 
the ground situation today. 

The action came a few 
days after Miss Banerjee 
pulled up the minister and 
expressed concerns on alleged
shortage of buses directing 
him to conduct ground surveys 
for identifying pockets that 
need to be provided with 
more such vehicles. 

Sources in the state trans-
port department informed 
that the West Bengal Transport 
Corporation that operates 
government buses in the city 
has decided to increase the 

trips of the state-run buses. 
From the earlier 3,300 trips, 
the department is now oper-
ating more than 4,100 trips. 
Even the fleet has been extend-
ed and now the department 
is to run 640 buses to address 
the issues of alleged transport 
woes faced by the commuters. 

Mr Chakraborty also took 
note of the situation at various 
pockets in the city, particularly 
the IT hub and similar places. 

Based on the observation by 
the minister, the transport 
department’s secretary, 
Soumitra Mohan and other 
senior officials, the department 
would increase services in 
the identified pockets. The 
department is also considering 
increasing the number of 
drivers. As learnt from sources, 
a proposal to recruit 200 more 
drivers has been sent to the 
state secretariat for a nod.  

State not responsible for 
infiltration of terrorist 
groups: Serampore MP
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HOOGHLY, 6 JANUARY 

 
Serampore MP Kalyan Baner-
jee on Saturday evening 
inaugurated the 33rd Milan 
Mela at Rishra Moitri Path. 

The MP was all praise  
for the Rishra Municipality 
and its chairman Vijay Sagar 
Mishra for organising a  grand 
Milan Mela. The MP said 
the Milan Mela brings people 
of different communities 
together, sending out the 
message of brotherhood and 
communal harmony. 

The Rishra fair draws 
people from Uttarpara and 
Bandel areas. 

On the issue of infiltration 
of terrorist groups in the 
state, the Serampore MP 
came down heavily on the 
central minister Giriraj Singh 
for blaming the state gov-
ernment for the alleged infil-
tration of terrorist groups 
in the state. 

The MP said the central 
minister is unaware of the 
fact that the CBI is already 
carrying out an investigation 
against some businessmen 
who have allegedly main-
tained connections with 

some anti-national groups. 
The Serampore MP added 

at the press conference that 
Delhi police have brought 
into light the fact that terrorist 
groups are infiltrating the 
country from northeastern 
states and that the BSF along 
the northeastern states have 
failed to prevent and resist 
infiltration of terrorist groups 
in the state and other parts 
of the country. 

Kalyan Banerjee further 
said Giriraj Singh should be 
aware of the facts before 
making comments on such 
sensitive issues and blame 
West Bengal.

Minister inaugurates 
renovated Chetla High School
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Mayor Firhad Hakim today 
inaugurated the renovated 
Chetla Boys' School, where 
along with Bengali, English 
medium has also been intro-
duced. 

Mr Hakim said along with 
one's mother tongue it is 
absolutely necessary to study 
English which is an interna-
tional language. Recollecting 
the past, he said: "There was 
no English medium when I 
took admission in school, or 
else my father could have got 
me admitted to this school," 
he said adding: "Students 
from middle class families 
will get quality education 
where the medium of instruc-
tion will be English. The English 
medium schools in the city 
have been run by various 
business groups and it is not 
possible for the parents of 
middle class families to send 
their children to such schools." 

He said the students here 
will get the best education as 
the teachers are sincere and 
imparting education to the 
students is their motto. 

Bratya Basu, education 
minister said there was a time 

when in Bengal there was a 
debate whether the medium 
of instruction should be Bengali 
or English. After coming to 
power in 2011, Miss Mamata 
Banerjee changed the propo-
sition and now it is Bengali 
along with English. He said 
the British had introduced 
English so that it would be 
easier for them to run the 
administration. "They left 
seven decades ago, but English 
education has introduced us 
to the whole world," he said. 
The renovated Chetla Boys' 
School has e-classrooms and 

e-black boards among other 
facilities. 

Mr Hakim also inaugurated 
a community hall at Harimo-
han Ghosh College in Kid-
derpore. He said some people 
had been staying forcibly at 
the college. Mr Ranjit Seal 
took up the matter with them 
and they had been rehabili-
tated. Local people had given 
the construction materials 
and helped in the construction 
of the community hall. "My 
longstanding dream has been 
fulfilled today," he  
maintained.

CM worried over repeated 
incidents of tiger ingress
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Concerned over repeated 
incidents of tigers entering 
Bengal from Odisha, chief 
minister Mamata Banerjee 
today asked the government 
in Odisha to rescue its tigers 
crossing the Bengal border 
repeatedly. 

According to reports, there 
was another tiger scare at 
Maipith, South 24-Parganas, 
after pug marks were found 
in the area. 

She said the neighbouring 
state is failing in proper 
upkeep of its tiger reserves, 
from where tigers are allegedly 
straying into the districts of 
Bengal, leaving the people 
of the state to live in constant 
fear. 

Referring to the recent 
capture of  the tigress Zeenat, 
Miss Banerjee, said: “The  
Odisha government must 
take proper steps to protect 
its tigers under its reserves 
to prevent it from straying 
into  the districts of Bengal 

so often. The tigress, which 
had strayed into the districts 
of Bengal and walked through 
five districts at a stretch, 
leaving the forest officials on 
edge, was finally captured 
by our people  and forest 
officers. And after that phones 
continued to ring from Odisha 
asking to return the tigress 
immediately. Our people had 
rescued it after hard labour, 
spending many sleepless 
nights. Why do such things 
happen almost regularly? 
From now on, the Odisha 

government must take respon-
sibility to rescue the tigers 
straying out of its reserves 
by capturing them on their 
own. From now on our people 
won’t do such hazardous 
jobs spending sleepless nights 
any more. Send your people 
and wildlife experts to capture 
and rescue them.” 

Tigress Zeenat, which had 
strayed out from Odisha’s 
Simlipal Tiger Reserve was 
finally captured by the state 
forest officials from  
Bankura.

COMMUNITY LUNCH 

Sikh community members participate in preparing bread for langar at Sahid Minar on the occa-
sion of Guru Govind Singh ji’s birthday in Kolkata on Monday � SNS

12th Century statue of Sun god 
found at Damodar riverbed
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BURDWAN, 6 JANUARY 

 
An ancient basalt stone statue 
of Surya Dev was recovered 
from the Damodar riverbed 
in Raina in East Burdwan and 
the priceless statue was pre-
served at the Museum & Art 
Gallery of the Burdwan Uni-
versity, yesterday. 

A picnic party from Burdwan 
town detected the statue left 
covered under sand in the 
riverbed at Haripur village 
within Natu panchayat in 
Raina on 3 January and they 
brought the matter to the 
notice of Shyamsundar Bera, 
the in-charge of the BU muse-
um. 

Rajkumar Kundu, a history 
researcher, was in the team of 
picnic revellers and he could 
estimate that the statue was 
having immense historical 
value. Kundu said: "I was quite 
excited about its immediate 
preservation and suspect it 
was being trafficking." 

The BU authorities then 
sought assistance from the 
district police to help its recovery. 
Bera said, "It's assumed that 
the statue was created by the 
sculptors during the reign of 
Ballal Sen in the 12th century." 
Ballal Sen ruled Sena dynasty 
of Bengal during 1160 and 
1179 AD. 

The 3 ft by 1.5 ft black 
statue, weighing about 100 kg 
is set on a single-wheeled char-
iot. Bera said, "It's the fourth 
Surya Dev statue preserved 
in our museum. This will lead 
to further studies and research 
work on the ancient  
sculptors."

Teacher recruitment scam: 
Charges against Sujay 
Bhadra, 5 others framed
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Charges against Sujay Krishna 
Bhadra alias ‘Kalighat er 
Kaku’, one of the prime 
accused in the alleged primary 
teachers recruitment scam, 
and five others, former edu-
cation minister Partha Chat-
terjee, MLA Manik Bhat-
tacharya and Ayan Sil were 
framed for trial in the special 
court of the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) in the city 
on Monday. 

Mr Bhadra was virtually 
produced before the court 
today from a premier private 
hospital along E M Bypass, 
where he is undergoing treat-
ment and the judge informed 
him about the sections under 
which the charges were framed 
against him. Today, the judge 
asked Mr Bhadra: “Are you 
guilty or not?” Mr Bhadra 
responded: “I am not guilty. 

What are the allegations 
against me?” 

ED has given evidence to 
the court showing him 
involved in the scam, the 
judge said adding that he is 
also an accused like the min-
ister Partha Chatterjee and 
MLA Manik Bhattacharya in 
the scam. Mr Bhadra could 
not appear physically before 
the court in previous dates 
of hearings owing to his illness
delaying the framing of charge 
sheet against him. 

Today, a hearing in the 
case was held at the special 
court because he could not 
be produced earlier on 2 Jan-
uary, either physically or  
virtually.

Jewellery brand celebrates New 
Year with underprivileged children
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Celebrations of the New Year 
included initiatives to add 
joy and cheer in the lives of 
'the abandoned girl child' 
at a shelter in Kolkata and 
destitute boys at 'a home 
for the homeless' in Agartala 
and Kolkata. 

And the celebration of 
this New Year, held at 
'Gurukul' - a children's refuge, 
was all about bringing a smile 
in the faces of hapless 'street 
children' on the happy occa-
sion of the New Year. 

The programme of the 
day included much song and 
dance about the joy of child-
hood and provided a platform 
for the children to showcase 
their talent. 

Additionally, there was a 
lot of fun and games for the 
children to enjoy themselves. 

The purpose was to give 
them an opportunity to rejoice 

and celebrate, in the true 
spirit of the New Year. Gifts 
for the children included 
study material and sports-
kits, basic nourishment and 
nutrition supplements, apart 
from cakes and chocolates. 
The programme ended with 
a sit-in lunch. 

Swami Girijananda-Ji 
Maharaj, Ramakrishna Mis-
sion, blessed the initiative. 

"I bless this very special 
initiative of Shyam Sundar 

Co Jewellers and wish them 
all the best for other such 
projects that they surely have 
in mind for this region in 
the future,” said Swami Gir-
ijananda-Ji Maharaj. 

"We, at Shyam Sundar 
Co Jewellers, have always 
extended the pursuit of excel-
lence beyond the four walls 
of the jewellery showrooms 
and extended a helping hand 
to come to the aid of all that 
was ailing in society," said 

Rupak Saha, director, Shyam 
Sundar Co Jewellers, adding, 
"…and central, in this direc-
tion, is our contribution 
towards supporting initiatives 
to rescue abandoned women 
and children.” 

"The smile on the faces 
of the happy children enjoying 
themselves at our celebration 
of the New Year, said it all 
for them," said Arpita Saha, 
director, Shyam Sundar Co. 
Jewellers.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
CHENNAI, 6 JANUARY  

 

T
ouching a new low 
in the relationship 
between the DMK 
government and the 

Raj Bhavan, Governor RN 
Ravi boycotted the Assembly, 
leaving the House in a huff 
in protest against the national 
anthem not being sung at 
the commencement of the 
session on Monday morn-
ing. 

In the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly, it is customary to sing 
the Thamil Thai Vazhthu 
(invocation to Mother Tamil) 
at the beginning of the session 
and the National Anthem at 
the conclusion. On his arrival 
at the House, Ravi asked that 
the national anthem be sung 
at the beginning itself. But, 
Speaker M Apppavu com-
menced the session with the 
singing of the invocation to 
Tamil. 

A visibly upset Governor 

left the House in a huff within 
three minutes of his arrival. 
Earlier, he was given a cere-
monial guard of honour and 
the Speaker received him 
with a bouquet. It is customary 
for the Assembly to com-
mence the first session of 
the year with the Governor's 

address, prepared by the 
government. 

This is the second time 
that Ravi had boycotted the 
Assembly in the first session 
of the year. Last year, he 
skipped certain paragraphs, 
which eulogized Dr BR 
Ambedkar and Dravidian 

icons Periyar, CN Annadurai 
and late DMK Patriarch M 
Karunanidhi. He also spoke 
extempore, which drew 
instant condemnation from 
Chief Minister MK Stalin. 

Explaining the reason for 
the Governor's boycott, the 
Raj Bhavan in a hard hitting 
'X' post said: "The Constitution 
of Bharat and the National 
Anthem were once again 
insulted in the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly today. Respecting 
the National anthem is among 
the first Fundamental Duty 
as enshrined in our Consti-
tution. It is sung in all the 
state legislatures at the begin-
ning and the end of the Gov-
ernor's address." 

"Today on the arrival of 
the Governor to the House, 
only Tamil Thai Vazhthu was 
sung. Governor respectfully 
reminded the House of its 
Constitutional Duty and fer-
vently appealed to the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister who is Leader 
of the House and the Hon'ble 

Speaker for singing the Nation-
al Anthem. However, they 
cussedly refused. It is a matter 
of grave concern. Not to be 
a party to such brazen disre-
spect to the Constitution and 
the National Anthem, Gov-
ernor in deep anguish left 
the House," said the post, 
justifying the boycott. 

Castigating Governor RN 
Ravi for walking out of the 
Assembly without reading 
the customary 'Governor's 
Address' at the beginning of 
the first session of the year, 
Chief Minister MK Stalin 
charged him with habitually 
transgressing the tradition 
of the legislature. 

The Governor's action is 
'childish' and unbecoming 
of the high office he holds, 
the Chief Minister said in a 
post on his 'X' handle. "When 
he is not interested in carrying 
out his Constitutional duties, 
why should he cling to the 
post is the question before 
everyone," he added. 

TN Governor Ravi boycotts 
Assembly, leaves House in a huff
This is the second time that Ravi had boycotted the Assembly in the first session of the year

Kerala High Court refuses to order CBI 
probe into death of ADM Naveen Babu
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KOCHI, 6 JANUARY  

 
The Kerala High Court on 
Monday refused to order a 
CBI probe into the death of 
former Kannur Additional 
District Magistrate Naveen 
Babu.   

Dismissing a petition filed 
by the late ADM's wife Man-
jusha, a single bench of Justice   

Kauser Edapagath  directed 
the Kannur Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) to supervise  
the ongoing investigation of 
the Special Investigation Team 
(SIT). The court said the SIT 
shall submit periodical reports 
to the DIG to show the progress 
of the investigation. The court 
also directed the SIT to inform 
the petitioner the progress of 
the investigation as contem-

plated under section 193(3) 
(ii) of  Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS). 

The court also directed the 
SIT to consider the grievances 
of the petitioner mentioned 
in the petition and look into 
the possibility of homicidal 
hanging. The court also said 
the SIT should file the final 
report only after it is vetted 
and approved by the DIG. 

ACB serves KTR with fresh notice 
to appear before it on 9 January
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HYDERABAD, 6 JANUARY 

 
BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao asked the Anti-
Corruption Bureau probing 
the Formula E race scam 
to defer his interrogation 
till the Telangana High 
Court gives its verdict on 
his petition to quash the 
FIR against him. 

This followed some high 
drama at the ACB head-
quarters after police stopped 
him from entering the prem-
ises with his legal team. 
However, the ACB has given 
a fresh notice asking him 
to appear on 9 January. 

Meanwhile, the BRS and 
Congress alleged and count-
er-alleged that the firm 
sponsoring the Formula E 
race had donated crores in 
their respective party funds 
through electoral  
bonds. 

Rao, more popular as 
KTR, today reached the 
ACB headquarters around 
10 am. However, he was 
barred entry by the police 
since he was accompanied 
by his lawyer. He initially 

argued with the police but 
then handed over his written 
statement, returned without 
appearing before  the  
ACB. 

He alleged that his rights 
were being infringed upon. 
In his letter he requested a 
deferment, pointing out 
that the court’s judgment 
was pending.  

“Since the matter is final-
ly heard and reserved for 
order, you may consider 
deferring the same till the 
judgment is pronounced 
in the case and to proceed 
further in accordance with 
law subject to the orders 
of the Hon’ble High Court,” 
read his letter. 

He also accused the ACB 
of being vague. “You are 
requested to give details of 
the documents sought from 
me pertaining to the case 
to take further necessary 
action at my end after giving 
reasonable time for the 
same. Being a law-abiding 
citizen, I will cooperate in 
the matter, subject to con-
stitutional and legal rights 
as provided by law,” Rao 
stated in his letter. 

T’gana CM urges PM to sanction 
Regional Ring Rail for Hyderabad
AGENCIES  
HYDERABAD, 6 JANUARY 

 
Telangana Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy on Mon-
day requested Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to 
sanction a Regional Ring 
Rail, like the Regional Ring 
Road, for the state.   

The Chief Minister made 
the request in his speech 
during the virtual inaugu-
ration of the new railway 
terminal at Charlapally in 
Hyderabad by the Prime 
Minister. 

Stating that a 370-km 
long Regional Ring Road 
is  proposed around  
Hyderabad, he said the 
Centre has already called 
tenders for a 170 km cor-
ridor.  

He requested the Prime 
Minister to sanction the 
remaining work of the 
Regional Ring Road and 
Regional Ring Rail. 

He said these two proj-
ects would turn 60 per cent 
of Telangana into urban 
areas, thereby attracting 
more investments. 

Asserting that Railways 

play a crucial role in the 
country's progress, he said 
a landlocked state like 
Telangana relies heavily 
on the development of rail-
ways. 

The Chief Minister also 
sought a dedicated green-
field highway and dedicated 
rail connectivity to Bandar 
Port  in  neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh. He point-
ed out that Bandar Port is 
the nearest port to Telan-
gana and the dedicated 
road and rail connectivity 
can boost industrial devel-
opment, especially in sec-
tors like automobiles and 
pharma. 

He mentioned that 
Telangana accounts for 35 
per cent of bulk drugs man-
ufactured in India. He also 
requested the Centre for 
support to develop Telan-
gana into a one trillion 
dollar economy. 

"We are determined to 
transform Telangana into 
a one-trillion-dollar GDP 
economy. This will con-
tribute to India’s goal of 
becoming a five-trillion-
dollar economy,"he said. 

Karnataka HC rejects 
wifeÊs plea to quash FIR: 
Karnataka High Court on 
Monday rejected the plea 
for quashing of FIR against 
Nikita Singhania in connec-
tion with the alleged sui-
cide case of Bengaluru 
techie Atul Subhash. Sub-
hash, an automobile com-
pany employee in Bengalu-
ru had committed suicide 
over alleged torture and 
demand of Rs 3 crore by 
his wife Nikita Singhania 
for divorce settlement. 
The single bench headed 
by Justice S.R. Krishna 
Kumar passed the order 
orally. AGENCIES 

 
I, PRADIP Chakrabarty, 

S/o. Nihar Gopal 
Chakrabarty, residing at 5, 
Bipin Pal Road, Kolkata-
700026, have changed my 
name and shall henceforth 
be known as Pradeep 
Chakrabarty as declared 
before First Class Judicial 
Magistrate Alipore Court 
vide Affidavit No.: 23662 
dated 25-11-2024, Pradip 
Chakrabarty and Pradeep 
Chakrabarty both are the 
same and one identical per-
son. 

 
 
I, SAHADAT Hossain

Dewan, S/o. Late Abul 
Hossain Dewan, residing at 
Vill.: Jotsadi, Bantir, Hijalna, 
Purba Bardhaman, Pin-
713101 shall henceforth be 
known as Sahadat Hossain 
as declared before Notary 
Public, at Sealdah Court, 
vide Affidavit No.-18459 
dated 06-01-2025 Sahadat 
Hossain Dewan and 
Sahadat Hossain both are 
same and identical person. 

 
 
I, AMRITA Kumar 

Chakraborty, S/o. Narendra 
Chakraborty, R/o. 18, A.P.C. 
Avenue, South Dum Dum 
(M), North 24 Parganas, 
Pin-700030 shall henceforth 
be known as Amrita Kumar 
Chakravarti, vide Affidavit
No. 15 dated 03-01-2025 
before Notary Rajesh 
Kumar Bajpai, J.M. Court, 
Kolkata. Amrita Kumar 
Chakraborty and Amrita 
Kumar Chakravarti both are 
same and identical person. 

 
 
I, APARA Roy 

Chowdhury, R/o. 253/9, 
N.S.C. Bose Road, P.S.: 
Netajinagar, Kol.-47, men-
tioning my parent name  

 
Kanchan Roychowdhury 

& Chandana Roychowdhury 
respectively, but both of 
them using their name & 
title in all documents
Kanchan Roychoudhury & 
Chandana Roychoudhury, 
both are same and one 
identical person, vide an 
Affidavit No. 272, before the 
1st Class Judicial
Magistrate at Alipore on 02-
01-2025. 

 
 
I, ANIRBAN Sinha, son 

of Sribas Chandra, residing 
at 95/4, Narkeldanga Main 
Road, Baladitya Apartment, 
Flat 3A, Kolkata-700054,
the name of my spouse has 
been inadvertently recorded 
as Debarati Chakrabarty 
Sinha in my Passport. The 
actual name of my spouse 
is Debarati Chakrabarty, 
vide affidavit (No. 94 AB
981146) before the First
Class Judicial Magistrate 
Court Kolkata dated 24th 
December, 2024. Debarati 
Chakrabarty and Debarati 
Chakrabarty Sinha both are 
same and one identical per-
son. 

 
 
I, BIKAS Biswas, S/o. 

Late Karuna Biswas @
Karuna Kumar Biswas,
residing Shibananda Dham, 
Missionpara, Rahara-
700118, Aadhaar No. 3915 
1900 4910, declare that 
Bikas Biswas, Bikash 
Biswas, Dr. Bikas Biswas as  

recorded in academic and 
office documents are one 
and same identical person, 
vide affidavit before Judicial 
Magistrate 1st Class, 
Barrackpore, North 24 Pgs. 
dt. 04-01-2025. 

 
 
 

 
I, TAPATI Biswas, D/o. 

Late Kalachand Pramanik, 
W/o. Bikas Biswas, residing 
Shibananda Dham, 
Missionpara, Rahara-
700118, Aadhaar No. 3941 
5972 7945 declare that I got 
married to Bikas Biswas on 
18-01-1993. Before mar-
riage my maiden name was 
Tapati Pramanik. After mar-
riage I write my name as 
Tapati Biswas and Tapati 
Biswas(Pramanik). Tapati 
Pramanik, Tapati 
Biswas(Pramanik) and 
Tapati Biswas are one and 
same identical person and I 
intend to use my name 
Tapati Biswas for all future 
purposes, vide affidavit 
before Judicial Magistrate 
1st Class, Barrackpore, 
North 24 Pgs. dt. 04-01-
2025. 

 
 
 
I, SYED Arefin Islam 

swearing affidavit before the 
Ld. J.M. 2nd Court at 
Barasat, 24 Pgs (N), 
declared on 31-12-24 that 
my father Syed Tarekul 
Islam, Syed Tarek Ul Islam 
& Tarek Ul Islam Syed who 
is the same and one identi-
cal person in the eye of law. 
In some of my documents 
name of my father inadver-
tently recorded as above 
noted. 
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and Ordinary 
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
BHOPAL, 6 JANUARY 

 

T
he Madhya Pradesh 
High Court on Mon-
day granted six weeks 
time to the state gov-

ernment to dispose of the 
Bhopal gas tragedy waste at 
Pithampur near Indore after 
clearing all doubts of the 
public and taking people into 
confidence. 

During hearing on the 
matter at Jabalpur, Chief Jus-
tice S K Kait and Justice Vivek 
Jain allowed six weeks to the 
state government to act on 
the waste disposal ensuring 
all safety guidelines. 

State Advocate General 
Prashant Singh told the court 
that the state government 

wants to take into confidence 
the public of Pithampur and 
to clear all doubts and fears 
from the minds of the people 
before incinerating the waste. 

The state government also 
submitted in the court that 

various misleading and false 
rumours were in circulation 
regarding the waste and that 
was creating unwanted unrest 
and tension at Pithampur. 

Following that, the High 
Court restrained the print, 

audio and visual media from 
carrying any incorrect news 
on the matter. 

The High Court set the 
next date of hearing for 18 
February. 

Later in the day, MP Chief 
Minister Dr Mohan Yadav 
said that the waste was trans-
ferred from Bhopal on the 
directives of the Supreme 
Court and the High Court. 
The CM pointed out that 
Pithampur is the only facility 
equipped to handle the dis-
posal of such chemical waste. 

“I am thankful to the High 
Court for accepting the state 
government’s submission 
and allowing us time of six 
weeks for the waste disposal,” 
the CM said. 

“I want to assure everyone 

that our government will give 
top priority to the well being 
of the people. I also want to 
appeal to people not to get 
influenced by any rumours 
or fake news about the waste 
and its disposal,” the CM 
said. 

He said the state govern-
ment would take all further 
necessary steps only in accor-
dance with the court’s direc-
tives and by ensuring all 
safety protocols. 

Earlier, the 358 metric 
tons of the 1984 Bhopal gas 
tragedy waste, lying aban-
doned for 40 years inside the 
closed Union Carbide factory 
at Bhopal, was finally removed 
and transferred to Pithampur 
for incineration, by 12 con-
tainer trucks on 2 January. 

HC gives 6 weeks to MP govt for 
Bhopal Gas tragedy waste disposal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, 6 JANUARY 

 
Jammu and Kashmir leaders 
say that Kashmir’s rail link 
with the rest of the country 
will stimulate economic 
growth and tourism as a sep-
arate railway division at 
Jammu was virtually inau-
gurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Monday. 

They said that the valley 
getting a rail link with other 
parts of the country in the 
next few days will be a game 
changer in transforming the 
connectivity and economy 
of not only the valley but 
also the far-flung areas of 
the Jammu region through 
which the train will pass. 

Among those present at 
the Jammu railway station 
were Lt Governor Manoj 
Sinha, Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah, Union Minister Dr 
Jitendra Singh and top brass 
of the railways and local 
administration. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
L-G Manoj Sinha said that 
he was grateful to Prime Min-
ister Modi for making Jammu 

Railway Division a reality. 
New division is very important 
from a strategic point of view. 

It will also stimulate eco-
nomic growth, employment 
generation, infrastructure 
development and creation 
of new tourist circuits, he 
added. 

Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah said: “Today, on 
this momentous occasion, 
as the long-awaited wish of 
Jammu and Kashmir is being 
fulfilled, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir." 

“We got good news that a 
trial train was being run from 
Srinagar to Katra. It is hoped 
that it will start functioning 
soon. It will help the people 
of J&K. It will help trade and 
tourism. We struggle a lot 

with air travel in winters 
where the people are forced 
to buy a ticket of Rs 5,000 for 
Rs 25,000." 

"It will also help the trade 
and industry. Cargo transfer 
will be facilitated. The main 
thing is that with the medium 
of rail, the coordination and 
control will not be from 
Firozpur, but from Jammu. 
It will also help in recruitment. 
Parts of Punjab, Himachal 
have also been connected.” 

Union Minister Singh 
described it as a historical 
moment and said: “The first 
train had arrived at the Jammu 
Railway Station but for as 
long as 50 years after that, 
there was no further progress 
and we had to wait for over 
half a century Narendra Modi 
to take over as the Prime 
Minister and resume the rail 
extension work in J&K.” 

“Establishment of this 
railway division is not merely 
a logistical milestone but a 
reaffirmation of our  
commitment to integrate 
Jammu and Kashmir with 
India’s economic growth tra-
jectory.” 

Kashmir’s rail link with rest of the country will 
stimulate region’s economy, tourism: Leaders

Surya Kiran 18: Indo-Nepal joint military 
exercise strengthens counter terrorism skills 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY 

 
The 18th Indo-Nepal Joint 
Exercise, Surya Kiran, is cur-
rently underway in Nepal, 
highlighting the enduring 
partnership between the 
two armies. The exercise 
serves as a critical platform 
for both nations to exchange 
best practices, enhance mil-
itary expertise, and strengthen 
cooperation. With a focus 
on counterterrorism oper-
ations and training in chal-
lenging terrain, the exercise 
aims to bolster the capabilities 
of both forces to respond 
swiftly and effectively to 
evolving threats. 

Troops from both coun-
tries are actively participating 
in a series of rigorous combat 
drills designed to test and 
refine their operational readi-
ness. Key aspects of the train-
ing include jungle survival 
techniques, which prepare 
soldiers for enduring in 
dense, rugged environments. 
Combat first aid is also being 
emphasized, equipping per-

sonnel with vital skills to 
administer care in the heat 
of battle. Other essential 
drills, such as ambush tactics 
and heliborne operations, 
focus on enhancing response 
times and operational agility 
during high-pressure sce-
narios. 

In addition to conven-
tional combat training, the 
exercise includes specialised 
urban warfare modules, 
where troops engage in close-
quarter combat and practice 
room-clearing techniques. 

This training is particularly 
crucial for preparing soldiers 
to face modern battlefield 
challenges in built-up areas. 

Beyond combat tactics, 
fitness and mental resilience 
are being prioritized. Soldiers 
engage in team sports and 
yoga sessions, fostering cama-
raderie and enhancing phys-
ical and mental endurance. 
Additionally, lane training 
simulates real-world sce-
narios to test tactical deci-
sion-making and the 
endurance required to carry 

out complex operations 
under challenging condi-
tions. 

The 18th edition of Surya 
Kiran is a powerful symbol 
of the mutual trust and col-
laboration between the Indi-
an and Nepalese forces. 
United in their commitment 
to peace and cooperation, 
both armies continue to 
strengthen their partnership 
and operational capabilities, 
ensuring a shared vision of 
security and stability in the 
region.

High Court asks government to clear all doubts, take public into confidence

SC to hear on 25 March pleas against 
Koli’s acquittal in Nithari killings
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY 

 
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day posted for hearing on 25 
March a batch of appeals 
against the Allahabad High 
Court order acquitting Suren-
dra Koli – a death row convict 
- in 12 cases of rape and mur-
der that took place in Nithari 
village, Noida bordering Delhi 
in 2005/2006. 

A bench of Justice BR Gavai 
and Justice Augustine George 
Masih directed the top court 
Registry to summon the trial 
court records in other con-
nected matters expeditiously 
and supply its copies to the 
advocates appearing in the 
matter. 

On 8 July 2024, the top 
court had issued notice on a 

plea by the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) chal-
lenging the Allahabad High 
Court's acquitting Surendra 
Koli. While issuing notice, 
the court had tagged the CBI’s 
plea along with other pending 
matters relating to the cases. 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment and Pappu Lal, father 
of one of the victim girls too 
have approached the apex 
court challenging the state 
High Court's order of acquit-

ting businessman Moninder 
Singh Pandher and Koli in 
the 2005/2006 killings. Koli 
was the domestic help of the 
businessman Maninder Singh 
Pandher and stayed at his 
house where the alleged 
killings took place. 

In the course of the 8 July  
2024, hearing, the Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, rep-
resenting the CBI argued that 
Koli was a serial killer who 
used to lure young girls and 
kill them.The SG had said 
that the killings were "grue-
some" and there were accu-
sations of cannibalism and 
the trial court had awarded 
the death penalty to Koli, but 
the same had been reversed 
by the Allahabad High Court. 

The Allahabad High Court 
in October 2023, had acquitted 

Pandher and his domestic 
help Surendra Koli in some 
of the cases concerning the 
Nithari killings and overturned 
the death penalty imposed 
on them by the trial court. It 
had acquitted Koli in 12 cases 
and Pandher in 2 cases, where 
they were earlier held guilty 
for murder and awarded the 
death penalty by the trial 
court in these cases. 

The CBI had registered 16 
cases against Koli and Pandher 
over rape and killing of girls 
that had shocked the 
nation.The case came to 
public attention in December 
2006 when skeletons were 
discovered in a drain near a 
house in Nithari village, Noida. 
Pandher was the owner of 
the house and Koli was his 
domestic help. 

CJI Sanjiv Khanna 
recuses himself 
from petitions 
relating to 
adoption of IOA, 
AIFF constitution

NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY 
 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Sanjiv Khanna on Monday 
recused himself from hearing 
a clutch of petitions regarding 
the adoption of the draft 
constitution of the All-India 
Football Federation (AIFF) 
and the Indian Olympic 
Association (IOA).   

At the outset, CJI Khanna 
informed that he had earlier 
adjudicated on the dispute 
as a judge of the Delhi High 
Court and directed that the 
matter should be heard by 
a different Bench. The CJI 
Khanna-led Bench ordered 
the clutch of petitions to be 
listed before a Bench com-
prising Justice PS Narasimha. 

Earlier, the Supreme Court 
had appointed former SC 
judge Justice L Nageswara 
Rao to prepare electoral rolls, 
conduct elections, and amend 
the constitution of the IOA, 
saying that since the matter 
involved not only legal points 
but also sports policy, it 
would be prudent to let 
Justice Rao finalise the draft 
constitution. 

It had passed a slew of 
directions regarding the 
adoption of the draft con-
stitution and polling for the 
executive committee of the 
IOA. Justice Rao was also 
given the task of finalising 
the draft constitution of the 
AIFF, scrutinising objections 
and suggestions from stake-
holders. 

“We are of the considered 
view that a similar exercise 
was carried out under the 
orders of this court in relation 
to the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation (IOA) by Justice L. 
Nageswara Rao. It would be 
appropriate to entrust the 
task of finalising the consti-
tution to the former judge 
of this court,” the apex court 
had ordered. 

The Supreme Court had 
stayed the Delhi High Court 
order, directing the Com-
mittee of Administrators 
(CoA) to take control of the 
IOA governance. In its verdict, 
the Delhi HC said in order 
to improve the ‘ecosystem’ 
of sports bodies and struc-
turally reform them, put the 
affairs of the IOA in the hands 
of a CoA. It had also directed 
the Centre not to grant recog-
nition or any facility to the 
Indian Olympic Association 
or any National Sports Fed-
erations (NSFs) if they refuse 
to comply with the Sports 
Code. 

“Compliance with the 
Sports Code is non-nego-
tiable,” said a division bench 
of Justices Najmi Waziri and 
Manmohan of the high court, 
adding that “the legal regime 
apropos sports administra-
tion in India has to be imple-
mented fully and effective-
ly”. 

Protesting farmers to meet SC-appointed 
Committee’s chairperson Justice Nawab Singh 
PARMOD KUMAR 
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY  

 
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day was informed by the Pun-
jab government that the farm-
ers agitating for their demands 
including legally guaranteed 
Minimum Support Price for 
their agricultural produce 
would be meeting Justice 
Nawab Singh - the Chairperson 
of the High-Powered Com-
mittee that was constituted 
by the top court to negotiate 
with the protesting farmers. 

After being informed that 
the Punjab government has 
persuaded the leaders of the 
agitating farmers to meet Jus-
tice (Retd.) Nawab Singh, a 
bench comprising Justices 
Surya Kant and N K Singh 
adjourned the hearing to 
Friday (10 January). The hear-
ing today was in continuation 
of earlier hearings focused 
on providing medical aid to 

and hospitalisation of farmers' 
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal, 
who is on a fast-unto-death 
since 26 November in support 
of their demands, including 
legally guaranteed MSP for 
agricultural crops. 

At the outset of the hearing, 
senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
representing the Punjab gov-
ernment, told the bench that 
the meeting was taking place 
at 3 p.m. today, and hoped 
that a breakthrough would 
happen. 

“Somehow, we have been 
able to persuade the protesting 

people to meet Justice Nawab 
Singh, who heads the Com-
mittee, at 3 p.m. today. We 
are hopeful that there would 
be a breakthrough,” Sibal 
said, requesting the court to 
adjourn the hearing. 

“We hope better sense 
prevails. List this on Friday,” 
said Justice Kant. 

The top court was hearing 
a contempt petition against 
the Punjab Chief Secretary 
and Director General of Police 
of Punjab for not complying 
with its 20 December 2024, 
order of providing medical 
aid to and hospitalisation of  
Dallewal. 

Dallewal, the convener of 
the Samyukta Kisan Morcha 
(Non-Political), has been on 
a fast-unto-death at the
Khanauri border to press the 
Centre to accept the farmers' 
demands, including a legal 
guarantee of minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for crops. 

Will stay in NDA, removed those suggesting 
changing alliance, says CM Nitish Kumar
AGENCIES  
PATNA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar has reiterated that 
he will remain in the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
dismissing any possibility 
of aligning with other political 
groups.   

The CM was in Vaishali 
on Monday during his ongo-
ing Pragati Yatra. While talk-
ing about his past decisions 
to switch alliances, he stated 
that such suggestions came 
from individuals who were 
subsequently removed. 

"The mistake was made 
twice, but now I will remain 
in NDA. Those who suggested 
changing alliances were 
removed,” Kumar said. 

Reflecting on his long-
standing ties with the NDA, 
he acknowledged the support 
of late Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, highlighting 
collaborative efforts during 

their tenure. 
Earlier on 2 January, RJD 

Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav said 
that his door was open for 
Nitish Kumar. 

Lalu earlier said: “My 
door is always open. Nitish 
Kumar should also keep his 
door open." On whether he 
would forgive Nitish Kumar 
if he returned, Lalu stated: 
"Forgiving has been my job. 
If he comes back, I will forgive 
him without any problem. 

Everyone will work togeth-
er." 

During the Pragati Yatra 
in Vaishali,  Kumar 
announced development 
schemes worth crores of 
rupees, underscoring the 
government’s focus on grass-
roots development. 

CM Nitish Kumar high-
lighted the success of the 
Jeevika initiative, which 
empowers women through 
self-help groups. CM Kumar 

took pride in coining the 
name ‘Jeevika’, a model later 
adopted nationally as ‘Ajee-
vika’. 

He also said that such 
self-help groups under Jeevika 
are now in urban areas as 
well. It has been empowering 
women, leading to improved 
financial independence and 
confidence. 

“Earlier, women did not 
speak much; now they are 
confident and financially 
stable. Such groups were 
rare in Bihar before we 
expanded the programme,” 
Kumar said. 

CM Nitish Kumar recalled 
his contributions to intro-
ducing self-help groups dur-
ing his tenure at the Centre, 
emphasizing their role in 
empowering communities. 
He reaffirmed his govern-
ment’s commitment to pro-
moting women’s develop-
ment through Jeevika and 
similar initiatives.

Prashant Kishor’s arrest ignites protests against 
Bihar govt, supporters vow to intensify stir
AGENCIES  
PATNA, 6 JANUARY 

 
The arrest of Jan Suraj Party 
founder Prashant Kishor, 
during his hunger strike at 
city’s Gandhi Maidan on 
Monday morning has sparked 
widespread protests and crit-
icism of Bihar police’s alleged 
excesses.   

Kishor was sitting on an 
indefinite hunger strike, 
demanding cancellation of 
70th BPSC examination over 
alleged irregularities and 
paper leak reports. The BPSC 
aspirants and candidates 
have been on the streets for 
more than a fortnight now, 
urging Nitish government 
to cancel BPSC exams and 
re-conduct the same. 

Following Kishor’s deten-
tion by Bihar police, his sup-
porters gathered in large 
numbers at the Jan Suraj 
Party office in Sheikhpura, 
alleging police brutality. 

“The police lathi-charged 

us and even slapped Prashant 
Kishor. This is unjustified. 
Nitish Kumar government 
has committed atrocities 
and the movement will only 
intensify,” said one of 
Kishore’s supporters. 

Meanwhile, videos have 
surfaced on social media 
showing some police per-
sonnel slapping and dragging 
protesters on the road while 
taking Prashant Kishor into 
custody. 

Supporters claim they 
have been denied any infor-
mation about Kishor’s where-
abouts. They accused the 
police of roughing up Kishor 

and his supporters at the 
protest site and claimed that 
the Jan Suraaj founder was 
mistreated during his arrest. 

Patna District Magistrate 
Chandrashekhar Singh coun-
tered the charges of overreach, 
saying: “Prashant Kishor and 
others were staging an illegal 
sit-in at the restricted area 
in Gandhi Maidan. Despite 
notices and repeated requests 
to shift the protest to Gar-
danibagh, they refused to 
comply. An FIR was lodged 
and he was arrested on Jan-
uary 6 along with some sup-
porters.” 

“Kishor is in good health 
and will be presented before 
the court following due pro-
cedure,” he told the news-
men. 

Kishor’s arrest has also 
created a flutter in Bihar’s 
political circles with ruling 
party leaders justifying  
police action while some 
others expressing reservations 
over it. 

SOCIAL AWARENESS

A teacher of the Gurukul School Of Art, Lalbaug makes painting on human metapneumovirus 
(HMPV) outburst in China, in Mumbai on Monday. � ANI
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After winning four successive elec-
tions in 2008, 2014, 2018 and 2024 
in Bangladesh, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina was forced by mass 

protests to resign and flee to India on 5 
August 2024. She had alienated both stu-
dents and the military, traditionally a toxic 
combination in Bangladesh that leads to the 
downfall of governments.  

This would have come as no surprise to 
any interested observer; Indian visitors had 
been warned by local well-wishers since 
2021 that India’s reputation was being pro-
gressively besmirched by Hasina’s corrup-
tion and autocratic behaviour. Many Indian 
observers, including former diplomats, had 
warned in print that India’s influence was 
in jeopardy after Hasina’s departure.     

Once hailed as a pro-democracy 
leader, Hasina in 2011 annulled the law that 
provided for free and fair elections under 
a caretaker government, opposing advice 
from a commission that the practice should 
continue for some time.  

Each of her three victories after 2008 
were regarded as sham with either the 
opposition absent or intimidated by thou-
sands of arrests. The USA and EU made 
their displeasure public, and in 2021 Wash-
ington sanctioned the Rapid Action Battal-
ion for human rights violations. 

Nevertheless, Hasina and her party the 
Awami League was robustly supported by 
New Delhi because Bangladesh’s geography 
makes it intrinsic to India’s security with 
4,156 km of common border and its north-
ern and eastern frontiers contiguous with 
India’s sensitive Northeast states.  

Hasina was accommodative to India’s 
security concerns which overrode other 
considerations, but it would be interesting 
to speculate on what advice, if any, New 
Delhi rendered to Hasina during the recent 
past about the gathering storm. If any advice 
was given, it was likely to have been ignored, 
since the former prime minister is a self-
righteous personality, impervious to rea-
soned argument. 

Hasina’s attraction for Indian support 
is plausible; refusal to allow Bangladesh to 
be used against India by state or non-state 
actors; apprehensions about the main oppo-
sition BNP/Jamaat’s tilt to political Islam, 
that she was conscious about India’s fears 
about Bangladesh ties with China, that 
Bangladesh would never forget India’s role 
in the liberation struggle of 1971 against 
Pakistan, USA and China, and that China 
was only a development partner and not a 
strategic one.     

Bangladesh’s fall from grace since 2020 
has been precipitous. A country of 170 mil-
lion (with minority Hindus, Christians and 
Buddhists numbering about 13 million), it 
was one of the fastest-growing economies 
in the region, its per capita income had 
tripled over the last decade, and the World 

Bank estimated that 25 million people were 
lifted out of poverty in two decades.  

With Chinese assistance, Hasina had 
undertaken huge infrastructure projects, 
including the flagship $2.9 bn. Padma 
bridge. After the Covid pandemic, there was 
less absolute poverty but also less economic 
equality, fewer foreign remittances and job 
losses in the informal sector. More than 32 
million Bangladeshis received social benefits 

or stipends to support school children. 
Foreign exchange reserves dropped 

from $48 bn. in 2021 to around $20 bn. or 
less than three months imports, foreign debt 
doubled since 2016 to $100 bn. with debt 
servicing that will hit $3.56 bn. Bangladesh 
is the world's second-largest garment 
exporter and shipped more than $45 bn. 
worth to Europe and USA but reliance on 
garments exports made it vulnerable to 
external shocks.  

Crony capitalism, rampant corruption 
and a huge capital flight led to the banking 
sector being left in disarray with non-per-
forming loans constituting 10.11 per cent of 
the total, and a liquidity crisis led to halting 
of bank transactions on several occasions. 
Inflation is over 9 per cent, while the market 
indicates a far higher rate and there is a cost-
of-living crisis. The Bangladeshi Taka depre-
ciated about 28 per cent over the past year, 
and Dhaka asked for a loan of $4.7 bn. from 
IMF to avert a balance of payment crisis in 
return for greater austerity. 

On the domestic scene, in the absence 
of free media and an independent judiciary, 
the human rights situation caused concern. 
With violence and misuse of the state appa-
ratus, a staggering number of arrests and 
con victions, indiscriminate approach to 
det ain thousands of opposition workers, 
and thousands of cases of enforced disap-
pearances, blindings and extra-judicial 
killings since 2009, Hasina’s support erod-
ed.  

Public protests in 2024 erupted, trig-
gered by reservations for descendants of 
freedom fighters, which were widely inter-
preted as corrupt favouritism. The police 

were instructed to open fire and 90 persons 
were killed in a single day. 

Transparency International ranked 
Bangladesh the 12th most corrupt country 
of 180 and V-Dem 154th out of 202 in the 
liberal democracy index. The judicial system 
was weaponized to attack journalists, hu -
man rights activists, NGOs and civil society 
leaders. Mohammed Yunus, winner of the 
2006 Nobel Peace Prize for his pioneering 
work in microcredit and village uplift, and 
Mahfuz Anam. the editor of the popular 
Daily Star. were persecuted with dozens of 
trumped-up charges.  

For more than a decade, Awami 
League’s youth wing the Chhatra League 
ruled campuses with an iron grip while 
Chhatra Dal, the BNP counterpart main-
tained a precarious presence and Jamaat’s 
Chhatra Shibir was forced underground. 
Chhatra League has now been banned for 
forcing opponents out of campuses, tortur-
ing and murdering opposition students. 

After Hasina’s self-exile, the interim 
government under Mohamed Yunus has 
promised to redress past wrongs but Bang -
ladesh is facing great challenges. While 
Yunus has announced his intention of elec-
tions by early 2026, he faces pressure from 
Students against Discrimination and Jatiya 
Nagorik Committee’s demand for urgent 
reforms and a new constitution.  

Reform Commissions have been estab-
lished with a long agenda to report within 
three months, but it will take time, perhaps 
till the next elected government, to pro-
nounce on justice, equality and accounta-
bility. The task in Dhaka is to prioritise the 
exigencies, facilitate dialogue across society 
and provide stability.  

The heads of security forces have apol-
ogized and transfers effected, but issues of 
responsibility and accountability still need 
to be addressed. The main public gain in the 
short run is seen as freedom of expression 
without fear. 

An overthrow of constituted authority 
is commonplace among SAARC members. 
Apart from India and Bhutan, every country 
has suffered this upheaval. Irrespective of 
the many warning signals, New Delhi 
appeared taken aback at Hasina’s overthrow 
and arrival in India, where she remains in a 
‘secure location’ and delivers the occasional 
statement, inter alia, accusing Yunus of 
being illegitimate and involved in genocide.  

Her son’s Facebook’s posts from out-
side Bangladesh also aggravate the relation-
ship between New Delhi and Dhaka. Hasina 
is as unlikely to return home in the near 
future as Assad to Syria or al-Alimi to 
Yemen, and although politics, quoting Bis-
marck, is the art of the possible, it is highly 
improbable that Hasina, now 77, will have 
any future leadership role. 

 
(To Be Concluded)

Filipinos have consistently met 
the coming of a new year with 
hope and excitement, as it rep-
resents a fresh start, looking 

forward to better days ahead, and a 
chance to begin again after reflecting 
on the year that was.  

However, the events of 2024 ~ 
from geopolitical upheavals to local 
political skirmishes on top of lingering 
issues with inflation and interest rates 
~ have proven to be so challenging  
that even Filipinos’ vaunted ability to 
look at life as a glass half-full has been 
shaken.  

As a result, only 90 percent of the 
people expect 2025 to be a good year, 
down 6 percentage points from 96 per-
cent last year. This was the lowest level 
of optimism since 2009, according to 
the survey released last week by the 
Social Weather Stations (SWS). 

At the same time, those entering 
2025 with “fear” rose to 10 percent 
from only 3 percent in last year’s sur-
vey. It was also the highest level since 
the 11 percent recorded in 2009, 
according to the SWS. These sobering 
results are consistent with the Business 
Expectations Survey conducted by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, which 
showed a sharp decline in optimism 
among members of the Filipino busi-
ness community in the first three 
months of 2025. 

The index fell to 40.3 percent from 
56.8 percent in the previous quarter’s 
survey, with concerns about slowing 

consumer demand because of high 
inflation and interest rates, tempering 
their hopes for a better 2025. Business 
sentiment was also less optimistic for 
the next 12 months, with the overall 
confidence index decreasing to 56.4 
percent from the previous quarter’s 
survey result of 58 percent. 

The reasons behind the downbeat 
outlook for this year include grave con-
cerns over weaker demand for local 
products and services, stiff competi-
tion here and abroad, adverse impact 
on their business of escalating geopo-
litical tensions, and the possibility that 
inflation may pick up again after set-
tling within the government’s target 
range of 2 to 4 percent.  

Indeed, inflation has been the 
most nagging concern for a few  
years running. A separate survey by 
Ipsos revealed that as high as 80 per-
cent of Filipinos expect inflation to rise 
next year. 

“While economists point out that 
inflation ~ and interest rates ~ have 
fallen in many countries, you might 
assume that consumers should be feel-
ing more positive by now about their 
own financial situation and more opti-
mistic about where their country’s 
economy is headed in 2025,” Ipsos 
chief executive officer Ben Page said. 

“In fact, they are the opposite. The 
legacy of high inflation over the past 
few years is that an expectation of price 
rises is now hard-wired into the public 
consciousness,” he added.  

The Ipsos report in fact said that 
for most Filipinos, inflation or the rate 
of increase in the prices of basic goods 
and services has yet to normalize with 
28 percent even expecting inflation to 
never return to normal.  

“While inflation rates are going 
down, people are not feeling it in the 
way policymakers and central banks 
would have hoped,” Ipsos said. “Peo-
ple expect price rises across all areas 
of spending, from utilities to food.” No 
wonder then that the prospect of greet-
ing the new year with renewed hope 
and excitement has palled for many 
Filipinos.  

Filipinos have been no less clear 
on what they want their government 
to do: control inflation, bring down 
prices, especially of rice, and that  
optimism should rise in step with 
lower prices.
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Austrian divisions 

Austria is at a critical juncture as political uncertainty 
looms following the resignation of Chancellor Karl 
Nehammer. The collapse of coalition talks has un -

derscored the deep divisions within Austria’s political 
spe c trum, leaving the nation to grapple with its democra -
tic principles and its future direction. The challenge now 
lies in balancing the rising influence of the far-right Free-
dom Party (FPÖ) with the stability of a centrist governance 
model. The FPÖ’s victory in the September elections, cou-
pled with its increasing popularity, marks a significant 
shift in Austria’s political landscape. Its hardline positions, 
particularly on immigration and its eurosceptic stance, 
re sonate with a growing section of the electorate. This 
mo mentum reflects not only discontent with mainstream 
politics but also a broader European trend where far-right 
parties are capitalising on economic and social anxieties. 
However, the prospect of an FPÖ-led government poses 
critical questions about Austria’s commitment to demo-
cratic values and its position in the European Union. The 
People’s Party (ÖVP), traditionally a pillar of Austrian pol-
itics, finds itself in an unenviable position. Partnering 
with the FPÖ would mean conceding the role of junior 
partner ~ a scenario unthinkable in the ÖVP’s storied his-
tory. Yet, refusing to engage with the FPÖ could lead to a 
prolonged period of instability or snap elections, further 
bolstering the FPÖ’s dominance. This dilemma highlights 
a broader issue facing centrist parties across Europe: the 
difficulty of reconciling ideological purity with the prag-
matic need for governance. President Alexander Van der 
Bellen’s role becomes pivotal in this context. His decision 
to either task FPÖ leader Herbert Kickl with forming a 
government or call for new elections will shape Austria’s 
immediate future. Both options carry risks. A snap elec-
tion could deepen existing divisions, while an FPÖ-led 
government might challenge Austria’s democratic norms, 
particularly given concerns over Mr Kickl’s controversial 
rhetoric and positions.  

Despite these challenges, Austria’s democratic insti-
tutions have historically shown resilience. The political 
crisis offers an opportunity for introspection and renewal. 
Centrist parties must address the underlying issues driv-
ing voters toward the far-right, such as economic insecu-
rity and cultural alienation. Failure to do so risks further 
polarising the electorate and eroding trust in democratic 
governance. This political impasse is a wake-up call for 
Austria’s leaders to prioritise meaningful reforms that 
address citizens' concerns, fostering trust in democratic 
institutions and countering the appeal of populist rheto-
ric. Austria’s path forward must prioritise stability, inclu-
sivity, and adherence to democratic principles. While the 
FPÖ’s rise cannot be ignored, its potential role in govern-
ment should be carefully scrutinised to ensure it aligns 
with Austria’s constitutional values and international 
commitments. This is not merely a test of Austria’s polit-
ical leadership but a reflection of broader European chal-
lenges in navigating the complexities of populism and 
democracy in the 21st century. Ultimately, Austria’s 
choices will serve as a barometer for how democracies 
can adapt and thrive amid ideological shifts. The outcome 
will not only shape Austria’s trajectory but also offer les-
sons for other nations facing similar challenges. 
 

GOP fault lines 

The narrow re-election of U.S. House Speaker Mike 
Johnson highlights a fundamental tension within 
the Republican Party. While the razor-thin majority 

secured Mr Johnson’s victory, the drama surrounding the 
vote underscores persistent divisions among House Re -
publicans, even under the shadow of President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s enduring influence. Mr Johnson’s path to re-
election offers a revealing case study of the party’s internal 
dynamics. Initially lacking the votes needed to retain his 
position, he managed to persuade key holdouts, including 
Representative Keith Self, through protracted negotiations 
and a personal nudge from Mr Trump. This intervention 
demonstrates Mr Trump’s continued clout in shaping the 
Republican agenda, but it also exposes cracks in the par -
ty’s unity. Representative Thomas Massie’s defiance and 
the initial hesitation of other members are stark remin -
ders of the ideological diversity ~ and discord ~ within 
Re publican ranks. Mr Johnson’s victory speech, emphasi -
sing plans to extend Mr Trump’s 2017 tax cuts and dras-
tically reduce the size of government, signals a clear align-
ment with the incoming President’s priorities. However, 
implementing these ambitious goals will require more 
than rhetoric. The Republicans’ slim majority leaves little 
room for error, especially as Mr Johnson contends with 
high-stakes issues like the $36 trillion national debt. The 
coming months will test whether the GOP can reconcile 
its competing factions to govern effectively. One of the 
most striking aspects of Mr Johnson’s tenure has been 
his reliance on Democratic support to pass critical legisla -
tion, such as funding bills to prevent government shutdo -
wns. This pragmatic approach, while necessary, has irked 
hardline conservatives who view bipartisan compromises 
as betrayals of party principles. These tensions were evi-
dent in the lead-up to Mr Johnson’s re-election, where 
internal dissent nearly cost him the speakership. The up -
coming special elections to replace Republicans nomi-
nated for positions in Mr Trump’s administration may 
temporarily shrink the GOP’s majority, further compli-
cating Mr Johnson’s task. While these seats are unlikely 
to flip, the reduced margin will exacerbate the challenges 
of maintaining party discipline. Mr Trump’s role in Mr 
John son’s re-election underscores the President-elect’s 
do minance over the party’s direction. Yet, this influence 
comes at a cost. The need for Mr Trump’s intervention 
to secure votes reveals a party struggling to coalesce aro -
und a unified vision. As Mr Trump’s administration pre-
pares to take office, the balancing act between advancing 
his agenda and managing internal discord will be a defin-
ing challenge for House Republicans. Mr Johnson’s re-
el ec tion is more than a political victory ~ it is a litmus test 
for the Republican Party’s ability to govern cohesively. 
Whe ther Mr Johnson can navigate the minefield of ideo-
logical divisions and legislative priorities will determine 
not only his legacy but also the party’s trajectory in the 
Tru mp era. In this high-stakes environment, the GOP’s 
greatest adversary may not be the Democrats but itself.

Reset in Ties~I
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Bangladesh’s fall from grace since 2020 has been precipitous. Foreign exchange 
reserves dropped from $48 bn. in 2021 to around $20 bn. or less than three 
months imports, foreign debt doubled since 2016 to $100 bn. with debt 
servicing that will hit $3.56 bn. Crony capitalism, rampant corruption and a 
huge capital flight led to the banking sector being left in disarray with non-
performing loans constituting 10.11 per cent of the total, and a liquidity crisis 
led to halting of bank transactions on several occasions 

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, Recent bilateral conversa-
tions between Indian and Amer-
ican diplomats during the final 
days of the administration tran-
sition underscore the growing 
strategic alignment between the 
two nations.  

These discussions highlight 

an emerging partnership, not 
only based on economic and 
trade ties but also on shared 
geopolitical concerns and values. 

The alignment between In -
dia and the U.S. has been evident 
across multiple areas, particularly 
in defense, trade, and regional 
security.  

As both countries navigate 
the evolving global order, they 
increasingly find common grou -
nd, especially in countering Chi -
na’s growing influence in the 
Indo-Pacific region. Joint military 
exercises, defense technology 
cooperation, and a shared inter-
est in free and open international 
trade reflect the deepening strate-
gic congruence. 

Furthermore, India’s role in 
global issues, such as climate 
change and multilateral diploma-
cy, continues to resonate with 
U.S. priorities. These factors sig-
nal a maturing relationship that 
transcends administration tran-
sitions and is likely to strengthen 
in the years ahead. 

As global challenges become 
more interconnected, the grow-
ing partnership between India 
and the U.S. holds significant 
promise for addressing security, 
economic stability, and climate 
resilience.  

The final days of the transi-
tion period have underscored the 
continuity and potential of this 
relationship, offering a strong 
foundation for future collabora-
tion. 

Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra, 
Mohali, 6 January. 

KEEP IT SIMPLE 
SIR, The GST issue has to be seri-
ously reviewed. It is being used 
now as the prime revenue earner 
for the government and in that 
avatar ending up as the principal 
whipping instrument on the 
backs of the Indian poor and 
middle class.  

The revenue garnered from 
GST was being published month-
ly but lately the release of figures 
has been erratic. The government 
wants to suppress this highway 
robbery that they are indulging in 
for fear of being criticised.  

 GST has been exorbitant and 
all pervasive, being levied on 
almost all transactions without 
exception. It is just not the levy of 
the tax on life insurance and 
mediclaim that is being widely 
talked about as unfair, but the 
fact that GST is imposed on 

almost everything without giving 
any grace or exemption or con-
cession.  

When the government and 
the Finance Minister pick on 
items like popcorn and turn it 
into a tamasha, it is almost as if 
they are making fun of the peo-
ple. Taxation is a necessary evil 
which all of us understand but in 
its application it should be simple 
and not overly harsh. What is 
happening now with the govern-
ment is that in its glee at having 
a tax measure that is bringing in 
revenue, it is neglecting other rev-
enue measures like Income Tax. 
Thus there is an imbalance in the 
emphasis on tax measures  which 
is not a healthy sign as all revenue 
instruments should be adminis-
tered effectively. 

Yours, etc.,  
S Kamat, Mysore, 2 January.

Growing  ties 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MANOJ 

MoHANKA

The writers are, respectively, a student of politics,  
religion and partition history’s aftermath, and India’s  

former foreign secretary.

Overcoming 
adversity        
in 2025 

KRISHNAN 

SRINIVASAN



C M Y K

KOLKATA, TUESDAY 07 JANUARY 2025 

The Taliban fiasco  
a lesson for Pakistan

LEE BYUNG-JONG 
 

T
his New Year dawns under a 
shadow in South Korea, absent 
the usual joy and optimism. 
Instead, the country is beset by 

a series of crises that weigh heavily on 
its spirit. The impeachment of Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol and the ensuing 
political instability is just one facet of 
the turmoil. Economically, stagnant 
exports are reeling under pressure, with 
further damage anticipated from the 
protectionist policies of the incoming 
Trump administration. Adding to the 
collective grief, the tragic plane crash 
in Muan has shaken the nation to its 
core. For many, this period represents 
Korea’s “darkest hour” in decades. 

As a former foreign journalist 
who covered South Korea’s turbulent 
times in the 1990s, I can’t help but 
draw parallels between then and now. 
The late 1990s were marked by polit-
ical paralysis, violent street demon-
strations and labour unrest. Presi-
dents were jailed on corruption and 
insurrection charges, and the econo-
my teetered on the brink of collapse, 
necessitating a humiliating bailout by 
the International Monetary Fund. 
Tragic incidents like the Sampoong 
Department Store collapse further 
compounded the nation’s anguish. 
The similarities with today’s chal-
lenges are striking. 

This raises an uncomfortable but 
necessary question: What went wrong 
with Korea? How did a nation celebrat-
ed for its dynamic democracy and 
vibrant economy reach this point? 
Once hailed as a shining example of 
political and economic transformation, 

South Korea now faces a reckoning that 
demands serious introspection. 

One potential answer lies in a 
recurring pattern of complacency. In 
the 1990s, Koreans grappled with the 
same realization - they had perhaps 
celebrated their achievements prema-
turely. They perhaps opened their 
champagne too early. The hard-earned 
victories in democracy and economic 
growth led to a collective stagnation, 
with society failing to set new goals or 
embrace necessary reforms. Unfortu-
nately, today’s crisis seems to echo this 
same complacency. 

The democracy Koreans fought so 
valiantly to achieve has struggled to 
evolve. The 1987 Constitution, born 
out of mass democratic protests, no 
longer aligns with contemporary 
needs. Proposals to replace the one-
term presidency with a two-term sys-
tem for greater political stability have 
stalled due to partisan infighting. Sim-
ilarly, calls to curb the risks of an impe-
rial presidency and modernize political 
institutions have gone unheeded. 

Korea’s single-member con-
stituency system in the National 
Assembly has also fuelled divisive, 
polarized politics. Its winner-takes-all 
approach exacerbates regional rival-
ries and entrenches political stagna-
tion. Efforts to introduce a more 
inclusive multi-member constituency 
system have been repeatedly blocked 
by vested interests clinging to the sta-
tus quo. The highly divided legislature 
often clashes head on with the admin-
istration, resulting in gridlock and an 
inability to pass meaningful reforms. 

Economically, South Korea 
appears trapped in an out-dated 

model. The bold reforms of the late 
1990s have given way to inertia, leaving 
the economy overly reliant on a hand-
ful of conglomerates and export-heavy 
industries like semiconductors and 
automobiles. When these sectors fal-
ter, the entire economy suffers. Recent 
declines in the won and the local stock 
market eerily echo the financial crisis 
of the 1990s, sparking alarm both 
domestically and internationally. 

The corporate over-leverage that 
triggered the 1997-1998 financial cri-
sis has largely been addressed, but a 
new economic challenge looms - 
household debt. South Korea's house-
hold debt ranks among the highest in 
the world relative to GDP, with many 
families heavily reliant on borrowing 
for essential expenses like housing 
and education. This growing debt 
burden significantly hampers con-
sumer spending, which is critical for 
offsetting declines in export perform-
ance. Consequently, South Korea’s 
economy remains alarmingly suscep-
tible to external shocks, much as it 
was two decades ago. 

Perhaps the most troubling signs 
lie in the country’s fraying social fabric. 
Increasing inequality, a wide gender 
gap, generational divides and regional 
disparities are fast straining social 
cohesion. Hyper-competitive schools 
and workplaces are taking a toll on 
mental health, particularly among the 
youth, resulting in one of the highest 
suicide rates in the world. Many young 
Koreans are abandoning hopes of mar-
riage and family, leading to the lowest 
birth rate among OECD nations. 

This demographic crisis, coupled 
with one of the world’s fastest-aging 

populations, threatens to place 
unsustainable financial burdens on 
future generations. Also, many elderly
Koreans live in poverty due to inade-
quate pensions. Yet critical reforms to 
the national pension system and 
social safety nets remain mired in 
political deadlock. 

The persistence of devastating 
human-induced disasters further 
underscores systemic failings. Inci-
dents like the Sewol Ferry sinking, 
the Itaewon crowd tragedy, and the 
recent Muan plane crash highlight a 
lingering disregard for public safety, 
despite past lessons from tragedies 
l ike the Sampoong Department 
Store collapse. 

Yet, as Winston Churchill 
famously said during World War II, 
“The darkest hour is just before
dawn.” These words, spoken during 
Britain’s gravest moment with threats 
of a Nazi German invasion, were a ral-
lying cry for resilience and renewal, 
not despair and disappointment. 
Koreans have weathered crises before 
with courage and determination, and 
they can do so again. While this New 
Year may feel like the gloomiest in 
recent memory, it also offers an 
opportunity - a chance to confront 
hard truths, embrace change, and 
forge a brighter future. 

 
The Korea Herald/ANN.

ACROSS 
 
7    This is in every way 

sacred for audience 
(6) 

8    Cyclist, say, cycling 
before and behind (8) 

10  Maybe ecology sees 
Crosophile in 
landscape catching 
cold (7) 

11  An ancient royal pub 
joins a row over hotel 
(7) 

12  I heard a common 
pet’s expensive in 
Paris for anybody 
who’s striking (10) 

13  Fruit and veg recipe 
(4) 

15  Mainland/North Iona 
steamship’s working 
and we’re all 
connected 
(2,3,2,2,6) 

18  Adolescent initially 
needs support earlier 
on (4) 

20  Instrument held in 
one area? Unusual  
(10) 

24  Tree in WWI battle 
swathed in gas (7) 

25  Give up the burden  
(7) 

26  Brings up return of 
routine work,  ends in 
more stress (8) 

27  A cereal crop, except 
on pastureland (6) 

DOWN 
 
1    Stadium music 

featuring ELO  
post-break-up,  
making comeback  
(8) 

2    A soldier in the 
pampas? That’s 
bananas (9) 

3    Folk hero regularly 
seen to split apple 
with head shot  
(6) 

4    In our Airbnb we have 
this climbing wild rose 
(5) 

5    Rat seen in a river 
several years running 
(6) 

6    Edward holds that 
place is linked with a 
painter  
(8) 

7    Refuse to break  
sweat (5) 

9    Crimes of these 
receivers?  
(6) 

14  15A refuted  
(4,2,3) 

15  Regarding request for 
plain cake?  
(8) 

16  Character’s new,  
not initially  
fully developed (6) 

17  A fury flies up with 
consort high  
above the  

ground  
(8) 

19  Formerly fortified 
wine and strong beer 
(6) 

21  I’ll stay in festival for 
short time - it’s  
more relaxed (6) 

22  Bread – a way to get 
Japanese sort to rise 
(5) 

23  A film for everyone  
in the round is a 
wonderful  
thing (5) 

 
NOTE: Solution for 
Sunday's cryptic 
crossword will be carried 
next Sunday 

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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CROSSWORD

M U E S L I S W E E T P E A
O C A H N R L
R E S H U F F L E G R I L L
A T G O E R M U
L E A T H E R L E O T A R D
I T T C S L E
S P I R I T U A L I S M
T C O N A E R V

I N T E R M E D I A T E
G M I T P I H
A C E T A T E I N C E N S E
D A N L N U F M
G E N U S L E G I S L A T E
E I E E H L N
T H E S A U R I E Y E L E T

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-293013

HARSHA KAKAR 
 

T
he Centre for Research and 
Security Studies states that in 
2024 Pakistan had a total of 
1,166 terrorist attacks and 

counter-terrorism operations which 
resulted in 2,546 fatalities and 2,267 
injuries. Among them 685 fatalities 
were of military personnel. According 
to Pakistan’s DG Inter Services Public 
Relations “383 officers and soldiers 
died while neutralising 925 terrorists 
through nearly 60,000 intelligence-
based operations.” 

This was the deadliest year for 
security forces and the country in 
terms of terrorist incidents. Attacks on 
Pakistan’s security forces have been 
rising since the emergence of the Tal-
iban government in Kabul. Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan alone 
accounted for 94 per cent of fatalities 
and 89 per cent of incidents. 

There were also a number of 
attacks on Chinese workers employed 
in the CPEC, which is also guarded by 
two corps of the Pakistan army, lead-
ing to anger from the Chinese leader-
ship. It was frustration at being
unable to stem these attacks that 
compelled Pakistan to launch its 
airstrikes on Tehreek-e-Taliban Pak-
istan (TTP) training camps situated in 
the border regions of Afghanistan. 

Pakistan has repeatedly been 
accusing the Taliban of providing 
sanctuaries to the TTP. The Kabul
leadership, on the other hand, has 
been claiming that either the TTP 
does not exist on its soil, or that Pak-
istan can negotiate with it. Recently 
the Taliban Information Minister, 
Khairullah Khairkhwa, mentioned 
that Kabul would continue providing 
shelter to the TTP as they are its 
‘guests.’ This varying stand has been 

the bone of contention between 
Islamabad and Kabul. 

As per the Taliban, Pakistan’s air 
strikes killed almost 50 civilians in 
Patika, all Pashtun refugees from Pak-
istan and mostly women and children. 
Pakistan later admitted to the air 
strikes, claiming it targeted TTP camps 
only while Shehbaz Sharief again 
sought improved ties with Kabul. He 
said, “We have conveyed to the Afghan 
government that we desire good ties 
with them but TTP should be stopped 
from killing our innocent people.” 

Pakistan claims these strikes were 
aimed at protecting its citizens from 
attacks emanating from across the 
border. However, for the Taliban it 
was a violation and an attack on their 
soil, to which they were compelled to 
respond. In response, the Taliban 
moved its forces and attacked Pak-
istan troops and its posts along the 
Durand Line. While Pakistani media 
admitted to few casualties, the Tal-
iban claimed many more. The truth 
would be somewhere in between.  

The Taliban has repeatedly threat-
ened Pakistan that any attempt to mil-
itarily engage it would be catastrophic. 
It cites failures of Great Britain, the 
Soviet Union and the US in suppress-
ing it. Recently Pakistan has begun 
threatening to capture the Wakhan 
Corridor, linking Afghanistan to China. 
This corridor is Afghanistan’s Chick-
en’s neck. This would give Pakistan 
direct border access with Tajikistan, 
thereby enabling it to give a boost to 
anti-Taliban groups, currently operat-
ing from Tajikistan.       

Pakistan has repeatedly closed its 
borders with Afghanistan attempting 
to apply pressure of trade on it. How-
ever, with India and Iran opening the 
Chabahar port there has been little 
impact. It even raised Kabul’s support 

to the TTP in the UNSC to little effect. 
Pakistan is aware that in the cur-

rent circumstances it would face little 
international criticism for cross-bor-
der strikes. The major reason is that 
Israel has been doing the same in 
recent times. Further, these actions 
would convince the Chinese that it is 
acting against groups which target 
them and the CPEC. It also internally 
covers their failure in curbing terror-
ism by projecting support from an 
external entity. As a perpetual excuse, 
every terrorist group acting against 
the Pakistani state is being billed as 
being supported by India. Attacks in 
Afghanistan indicate a possible 
change to this theory. 

Pakistan has been able to take aer-
ial action with impunity because 
Afghanistan lacks resources to defend 
its airspace. Pakistan hesitates to 
attempt a ground invasion aware that it 
would be countered fiercely by the Tal-
iban. It has also not attempted to cap-
ture parts of Afghanistan for the same 
purpose. The targeting of Pashtuns on 
the Afghan side will anger Pakistani 
Pashtuns adding to support for the TTP. 

A major lesson which emerges for 
Pakistan is that supporting terrorist 
groups does not pay. It backed the Tal-
iban for decades in its fight against the 
US and NATO forces. It hoped that the 
Kabul regime would play second fiddle 
to it and could also be exploited to 
enhance terrorism in Kashmir. Islam-
abad had hoped that Afghans would 
be grateful to Pakistan, but the reverse 
happened. It is the most hated nation 
in Afghanistan, while India is the most 
loved. In fact, Kabul is closer to New 
Delhi than Islamabad. 

India fought for the freedom of 
Bangladesh from Pakistan in 1971. It 
supported the state in its formative 
years. It has over decades backed the 

country financially and diplomatically 
and resolved all territorial disputes with 
it. Post the recent coup, resulting in the 
overthrow of the Sheikh Hasina regime, 
the scenario has reversed. India is no 
longer considered as the architect of its 
freedom. The anti-India wave is far 
higher than ever before. Dacca is now 
closer to Islamabad than New Delhi. 

While Pakistan may launch limit-
ed strikes in Afghanistan, it will con-
tinue to engage them, hoping the lead-
ership will see the light. Its economic 
threats by closing the border and other
means of coercion are being offset by 
other nations opening doors. 

India too continues to engage 
diplomatically and economically with 
Dhaka, including providing it food-
grains at discounted rates, hoping it 
is able to stem the anti-India tide and 
keep relations on an even keel. If anti-
India groups are provided bases in 

Bangladesh at some time, India may 
run out of patience and be compelled 
to act. The recent visit of the Indian 
Foreign Secretary, Vikram Misri, was 
aimed at conveying this message. 

This is happening because both 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh are dom-
inated by Islamists, who tend to 
ignore global norms. While Dhaka has 
still not opened doors for anti-India 
terrorist groups on its soil, the possi-
bility of it happening looms large. 
While the Taliban appear to have for-
gotten Pakistan’s backing and sup-
port, Bangladesh was thus far grateful 
to India only because it was ruled by 
descendants of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rehman, the founder of the country. 
With the end of the Sheikh Hasina 
regime everything has changed. 

 (The writer is a retired Major-General of the 
Indian Army.)

S Korea must confront hard truths

UNTIL yesterday the best joke of the 
Christmas season was commonly supposed 
to be the Bengalee’s suggestion that His Excel-
lency the Governor would not show such a 
lack of “statesmanship” as not to release for 
the afternoon the two M. L. C.’s arrested 
under the Ordinance in order that they might 
attend the Council on Wednesday to vote 
against the measure. This, however, has been 
entirely eclipsed by the news that these two 
members have now been formally sum-
moned to attend the Council meeting, and 
that the High Court has been hastily invoked 
in order to secure that the Council shall not 
meet till these two members are permitted to 
attend. Pour le comble, as the French say, 
which being freely translated means “to put 
the lid on,” one of them has a number of 
amendments on the order paper. This is a 
complete answer to the saying that East and 
West shall never meet, for anything more like 
the joyous politics of Ireland it is difficult to 
imagine. It is indeed a master stroke in rec-
onciliation. Solventur risu tabulae. 

BRITAINÊS ATTITUDE 

FRANCO-AMERICAN 
NEGOTIATIONS 
(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.) 

WITH regard to various newspaper 
reports in reference to the British attitude 
towards any negotiations between France 
and the United States in relation to the 
French debt to America, it may be recalled 
that the general policy of the British Gov-
ernment was outlined by Mr. Winston 
Churchill, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
the House of Commons on December 10. 

Mr. Churchill said: “Speaking general-
ly, I would venture to say that we do not 
wish to hinder any arrangement for mutual 
benefit which may be entered into between 
two friendly nations allied or associated 
with us in the Great War. We consider it 
essential, however, that any payments 
made by our debtors in Europe to their 
créditor in the United States should be 
accompanied simultaneously by propor-
tionate payments to Great Britain.” 

It may be added that in authoritative 
quarters it is declared that the British Gov-
ernment regards itself as bound by the 
British settlement with the United States 
and that it does not propose to ask for most 
favoured nation terms in regard to the 
British Debt. The question is a moral one, 
however, and if such terms were offered 
they would obviously be accepted. More-
over, while as Mr. Churchill stated, America 
may make such terms as she likes with 
France without Britain offering objections, 
the British Government would naturally 
consider itself free to make any arrange-
ment with France independently of terms 
obtained by France from America. 

PRISON CONGRESS 

GROWING SUPPORT 
FOR GREAT CRUSADE 
(“TIMES” SPECIAL SERVICE.) 
LONDON, JAN. 6. 

IN an article dealing with the forthcom-
ing meeting in London of the International 
Prison Congress, The Times says that this 
year the Congress will be more fully repre-
sentative of the civilized nations of the world, 
for besides India, New Zealand, South Africa 
and Japan such newcomers as Siam and the 
leading States of South America have shown 
cordial sympathy with the movement. 

It is to be hoped, adds The Times, that, 
Canada, Australia, Newfoundland, Rhode-
sia and the Crown Colonies will contribute 
towards the importance of the jubilee of 
the Congress by joining the Mother country 
and the other British Dominions in this 
great world crusade against bad criminal 
law and bad prisons. 

FIND IN MONASTERY 

TREASURES HIDDEN 
FROM THE 
BOLSHEVIKS 
(“TIMES” SPECIAL SERVICE.) 
LONDON, JAN. 6. 

THE Soviet Press reports that the author-
ities have discovered in a Kieff monastery 
about a hundredweight of gold, two tons of 
silver, and great quantities of old silver coins, 
gold vessels, crucifixes and precious stones 
hidden from the Bolsheviks in 1921-22. 

Certain counter-revolutionary corre-
spondence was also discovered, and the 
Soviet Press foreshadows an important trial 
of ecclesiastics. 

BENGAL COUNCIL 

NO ADMISSION TO 
VISITORS 

THE following communication has 
been received from the Secretary to the 
Bengal Legislative Council: — 

The President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council regrets to be obliged to disappoint 
those visitors to whom tickets of admission 
have been issued for to-day’s meeting of 
the Council : but he finds himself under the 
necessity of keeping all the public galleries 
cleared. No persons other than members 
of the Council and holders of Press tickets 
will be admitted. 

These orders will remain in force until 
further notice. 

100 YEARS AGO
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The security team was returning from a joint anti-Maoist operation when their vehicle was targeted
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
RAIPUR, 8 JANUARY 

 

E
ight District Reserve 
Guard (DRG) per-
sonnel and the driver 
of their vehicle were 

killed in a Maoist ambush 
on the Kutru-Bedre road in 
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur district 
on Monday. 

"The attack, which took 
place near Amboli village 
around 2:15 pm, involved a 
powerful IED blast followed 
by gunfire. The security team 
was returning from a joint 
anti-Maoist operation when 
their vehicle was targeted," 
Bastar Range IG P Sundarraj 
said. 

According to reports, five 
other personnel were injured 
in the attack, with three 
reported to be in critical con-
dition. The insurgents det-
onated the IED on a bridge, 
destroying the police vehicle 
and causing significant casu-
alties. 

Sources revealed that the 
Maoists fired on the security 
personnel following the explo-
sion. 

The DRG team, which has 
played a crucial role in count-

er-insurgency operations in 
the Bastar region, was return-
ing after a high-risk mission. 
This attack is believed to be 
an attempt by the Maoists 

to retaliate against the increas-
ing pressure from intensified 
security operations. 

The injured were airlifted 
for medical treatment, while 

a combing operation has 
been launched in the area 
to track the attackers. 

The ambush highlights 
the persistent challenge posed 

by Maoist insurgents in south-
ern Chhattisgarh, despite 
ongoing efforts by security 
forces to eliminate extrem-
ism. 

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah has repeatedly 
emphasised the government’s 
commitment to eradicating 
Maoist influence from the 
region by 2026. However, 
this attack underscores the 
rebels’ capacity to strike 
back, utilising guerrilla tactics 
and the dense terrain to their 
advantage. 

Security forces have 
launched combing operations 
in the area to track down 
the perpetrators, vowing a 
strong response to this attack.

SHISHIR ROY CHOWDHURY  
RAIPUR, 6 JANUARY 

 
In a significant breakthrough, 
Chhattisgarh Police's Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) 
has arrested Suresh Chan-
drakaar, a contractor and 
Congress worker, accused 
of masterminding the grue-
some murder of journalist 
Mukesh Chandrakaar. The 
arrest, carried out late on 5 
January in Hyderabad, was 
confirmed by the Bastar IG 
P Sundarraj, who shed light 
on the case that has sparked 
nationwide outrage and 
raised serious concerns 
about the safety of journalists 
in conflict zones. 

Mukesh Chandrakaar, 
33, a journalist from Bijapur, 
was known for his fearless 
reporting on left wing insur-
gency and corruption in 
government projects. On 1 
January, 2025, he went miss-
ing. His mutilated body was 
discovered two days later 
in a sealed septic tank on 
Suresh Chandrakaar's prop-
erty in Chhatanpara local-
ity. 

The post-mortem report 
detailed the sheer brutality 
of the attack- Mukesh’s liver 
was torn into four pieces, 
five ribs were broken, his 
skull had 15 fractures, his 
heart was ruptured, and his 
neck was snapped. The doc-

tor conducting the autopsy 
described it as one of the 
most gruesome murders 
they had encountered. 

Mukesh’s investigative 
work on corruption in Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
projects exposed irregular-
ities in road construction 
contracts awarded to Suresh 
Chandrakaar. Sources reveal 
that the project costs were 
inflated from Rs 56 crore to 
Rs 112 crore, and payments 
were allegedly made for 
incomplete work.  This 
expose is believed to have 
angered Suresh, who then 
plotted the journalist’s mur-
der. 

Primary investigation 
suggests that on the night 
of the murder, an argument 
broke out during dinner. 
Suresh’s brother, Ritesh, 
and supervisor, Mahendra, 
attacked Mukesh with iron 
rods, inflicting fatal injuries. 
His body was dumped in a 

septic tank and sealed with 
cement,  while another 
accomplice, Dinesh, stood 
guard. The attackers also 
destroyed Mukesh’s phone 
and the murder weapon. 

After the murder, Suresh 
fled Chhattisgarh, evading 
law enforcement agencies. 
The SIT, formed to probe 
the case, tracked his move-
ments using over 200 CCTV 
footages and 300 mobile
numbers. He was finally 
apprehended in Hyderabad. 
Authorities have frozen four 
of Suresh’s bank accounts 
and demolished several ille-
gal constructions linked to 
him. 

Despite the arrest, ques-
tions are being raised about 
the police investigation. 
Senior journalist Alok Kumar 
Putul, speaking to The States-
man, highlighted concerns 
about procedural lapses. 
“There are reports that the 
crime scene was not sealed, 
and no forensic team was 
called to examine it. While 
it’s possible the police are 
maintaining confidentiality, 
presenting concrete evidence 
and reliable witnesses in 
court will be their biggest 
challenge,” he said. These 
gaps in investigation have 
fueled skepticism over 
whether justice will prevail 
or if the case will falter due 
to weak prosecution.

Bijapur journalist murder: Mastermind 
Suresh Chandrakaar arrested in Hyderabad8 security personnel, driver 

killed in Maoist attack
According to reports, 
five other personnel 
were injured in the 
attack, with three 
reported to be in crit-
ical condition. The 
insurgents detonated 
the IED on a bridge, 
destroying the police 
vehicle and causing 
multiple casualties.

T E N D E R
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Congress is ready to certify Trump’s election 
win, but his 6 January legacy hangs over the day
No violence, protests or even procedural objections in Congress are expected this time. Republicans from the highest levels of power who challenged the 2020 
election results when Trump lost to Democrat Joe Biden have no qualms this year after he defeated Vice President Kamala Harris
AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON, 6 JANUARY 

 

A
s Congress con-
venes during a win-
ter storm to certify 
President-elect 

Donald Trump’s election, 
the legacy of 6 January hangs 
over the proceedings with 
an extraordinary fact: The 
candidate who tried to over-
turn the previous election 
won this time and is legiti-
mately returning to power. 

Lawmakers will gather 
noontime Monday under 
the tightest national security 
level possible. Layers of tall 
black fencing flank the US 
Capitol complex in a stark 
reminder of what happened 
four years ago, when a defeat-
ed Trump sent his mob to 
“fight like hell” in what 

became the most gruesome 
attack on the seat of American 
democracy in 200 years. 

No violence, protests or 
even procedural objections 
in Congress are expected 
this time. Republicans from 
the highest levels of power 
who challenged the 2020 
election results when Trump 
lost to Democrat Joe Biden 
have no qualms this year 
after he defeated Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris. 

And Democrats frustrated 
by Trump’s 312-226 Electoral 
College victory nevertheless 
accept the choice of the 
American voters. Even the 
snowstorm barreling down 
on the region wasn’t expected 
to interfere with 6 January, 
the day set by law to certify 
the vote. 

“Whether we’re in a bliz-

zard or not, we are going to 
be in that chamber making 
sure this is done,” House 
Speaker Mike Johnson, a 
Republican who helped lead 
Trump’s efforts to overturn 
the 2020 election, said Sunday 
on Fox News Channel. 

The day’s return to a US 
tradition that launches the 
peaceful transfer of presi-
dential power comes with 
an asterisk as Trump prepares 
to take office in two weeks 
with a revived sense of 
authority. He denies that he 
lost four years ago, muses 
about staying beyond the 
Constitution’s two-term 
White House limit and prom-
ises to pardon some of the 
more than 1,250 people who 
have pleaded guilty or were 
convicted of crimes for the 
Capitol siege. 

What’s unclear is if 6 Jan-
uary 2021, was the anomaly, 

the year Americans violently 
attacked their own govern-

ment, or if this year’s expected 
calm becomes the outlier. 
The US is struggling to cope 
with its political and cultural 
differences at a time when 
democracy worldwide is 
threatened. Trump calls 6 
January 2021, a “day of love.” 

“We should not be lulled 
into complacency,” said Ian 
Bassin, executive director 
of the cross-ideological non-
profit Protect Democracy. 

He and others have 
warned that it is historically 
unprecedented for US voters 
to do what they did in Novem-
ber, reelecting Trump after 
he publicly refused to step 
aside last time. Returning 
to power an emboldened 
leader who has demonstrated 
his unwillingness to give it 
up “is an unprecedentedly 
dangerous move for a free 

country to voluntarily take,” 
Bassin said. 

Biden, speaking Sunday 
at events at the White House, 
called 6 January 2021, “one 
of the toughest days in Amer-
ican history.” 

“We’ve got to get back to 
the basic, normal transfer 
of power,” the president 
said. What Trump did last 
time, Biden said, “was a gen-
uine threat to democracy. 
I’m hopeful we’re beyond 
that now.” 

Still, American democracy 
has proven to be resilient, 
and Congress, the branch 
of government closest to the 
people, will come together 
to affirm the choice of Amer-
icans. 

With pomp and tradition, 
the day is expected to unfold 
as it has countless times 

before, with the arrival of 
ceremonial mahogany boxes 
filled with the electoral cer-
tificates from the states — 
boxes that staff were franti-
cally grabbing and protecting 
as Trump’s mob stormed 
the building last time. 

Senators will walk across 
the Capitol — which four 
years ago had filled with 
roaming rioters, some defe-
cating and menacingly calling 
out for leaders, others engag-
ing in hand-to-hand combat 
with police — to the House 
to begin certifying the vote. 

Harris will preside over 
the counting, as is the require-
ment for the vice president, 
and certify her own defeat 
— much the way Democrat 
Al Gore did in 2001 and 
Republican Richard Nixon 
in 1961. 

The Brutalist and Emilia Perez triumph at Golden Globes
AGENCIES 
WASHINGTON, 6 JANUARY 
 
Two wildly audacious films 
— Brady Corbet’s 215-minute 
postwar epic The Brutalist 
and Jacques Audiard’s Spanish 
language, genre-shifting trans 
musical Emilia Perez — won 
top honours at the 82nd 
Golden Globes on Sunday. 

The Globes, which are 
still finding their footing after 
years of scandal and 
makeover, scattered awards 
around to a number of films. 
But the awards group put 
its strongest support behind 
a pair of movies that sought 
to be unlike anything else. 

The Brutalist was crowed 
best film, drama, putting 
one of 2024’s most ambitious 
films on course to be a major 
contender at the Academy 
Awards. The film, shot in 
VistaVision and released with 

an intermission, also won 
best director for Corbet and 
best actor for Adrien Brody. 

Emilia Pérez won best 
film, comedy or musical, ele-
vating the Oscar chances of 

Netflix’s top Oscar contender. 
It also won best supporting 
actress for Zoe Saldaña, best 
song (El Mal) and best non-
English language film.  

The night’s big actor winners 
included some surprises. One 
was Moore’s win for best actress 
in a comedy or musical. Her 
comeback performance in The 
Substance, about a Hollywood 
star who resorts to an experi-
mental process to regain her 
youth, landed the 62-year-old 
Moore her first Globe — a 
victory that came over the 
heavily favoured Mikey Madison 
of Anora. Best actress in a 
drama film, was a surprise, 
too. The Brazilian actress Fer-
nanda Torres won for her per-
formance in I’m Still Here, a 
based-on-a-true-story drama 
about a family living through 
the disappearance of political 
dissident Rubens Paiva in 1970s 
Rio de Janeiro.

Shooting attack on a bus carrying 
Israelis in the occupied West Bank kills 3
AGENCIES 
TEL AVIV, 6 JANUARY 

 
Gunmen opened fire on a 
bus carrying Israelis in the 
occupied West Bank on Mon-
day, killing at least three 
people and wounding seven 
others. Violence has surged 
in the territory since Hamas’ 
7 October 2023, attack out 
of Gaza ignited the ongoing 
war there. 

The attack occurred in 
the Palestinian village of Al-
Funduq, on one of the main 
east-west roads crossing the 
territory. Israel’s Magen David 

Adom rescue service said 
two women in their 60s and 

a man in his 40s were killed, 
and the military said it was 

looking for the attackers. 
Palestinians have carried 

out scores of shooting, stab-
bing and car-ramming attacks 
against Israelis in recent 
years. Israel has launched 
near-nightly military raids 
across the territory that fre-
quently trigger gunbattle with 
militants. There has also been 
a sharp rise in attacks on 
Palestinians by Israeli settlers, 
leading the United States to 
impose sanctions. 

The Palestinian Health 
Ministry says at least 838 
Palestinians have been killed 
by Israeli fire in the West 

Bank since the start of the 
war in Gaza. Most appear to 
have been militants killed in 
battles with Israeli troops, 
but the dead also include 
participants in violent protests 
and civilian bystanders. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu vowed to 
“reach the despicable mur-
derers” behind Monday’s 
attack and “settle accounts 
with them and with everyone 
who assisted them. No one 
will be spared.” 

Hamas praised the attack 
in a statement but did not 
claim responsibility for it.

S Korean anti-corruption agency and police debate 
tougher measures to detain impeached president: South 
Korea’s anti-corruption agency and police debated on Mon-
day more forceful measures to detain impeached President 
Yoon Suk Yeol after their previous attempt was blocked by 
the presidential security service last week.AGENCIES
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UCO Bank's 83rd founda-
tion day celebrated: On 
the occasion of 83rd Foun-
dation Day of UCO Bank, the 
function was organised on 
6th January 2025 at Zonal 
Office, New Delhi.  Sumit 
Khandelwal, General Manag-
er & Zonal Head garlanded 
the portrait of the founder 
of the bank Ghanshyam Das 
Birla and lit the lamp. Sumit 
Khandelwal inaugurated the 
blood donation camp and 
free health checkup camp 
organised at Parliament 
retail Branch. The 83rd 
Foundation Day of the Bank 
was celebrated with joy 
and a number of events 
were organised by all the 
branches of the Zone locat-
ed in Delhi- NCR region. 
Under CSR initiative, Bank 
has distributed the Almirah 
and Stationary kits 
amongst the students of 
MCD Primary School Neeti 
Bagh. The Pusa Road branch 
has also organised a draw-
ing competition in Govt. 
Boys Sr. Sec. School IARI 
Pusa and Sports kits were 
donated to the school on 
this occasion. 
 
 
Driverless trainset: Tita-
garh Rail Systems Ltd. 
today officially handed 
over its first driverless 
Made in India trainset to 
the Bengaluru Metro Rail 
Corporation's (BMRCL) Yel-
low Line. The stainless steel, 
automated trainset is the 
first Made-in-India passen-
ger rolling stock set to run 
on the key 18-km stretch, 
linking the Electronics City 
technology and business 
hub to the rest of the city. 
 
 
New acquisition: Crystal 
Crop Protection Limited 
announced the global acqui-
sition of the active ingredi-
ent Ethoxysulfuron from 
Bayer AG for sales in certain 
Asian countries. This acquisi-
tion mark Crystal's 13th 
strategic transaction and 
second acquisition from 
Bayer after the acquisition 
of Indian Cotton, Pearl Millet 
& Mustard seed portfolio in 
2021.
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T
he stock market on 
Monday witnessed 
bloodbath as the 
benchmark indices 

shed 1.5 per cent amid fears 
about Human Metapneu-
movirus (HMPV). 

At close, the Sensex was 
down 1,258.12 points or 1.59 
per cent at 77,964.99, and 
the Nifty was down 388.70 
points or 1.62 per cent at 
23,616.05. 

The market started the 
day on a positive note, and 
witnessed profit boking in 
the initial hours to erase all 
the gains. 

With the progress of the 
day, indices extended the 
losses with Nifty falling below 
23,600, while the Sensex also 
tumbled 1.59 per cent to 
77,964 level. Selling was seen 
across the sectors with PSU 
Bank index down nearly 4 
per cent after their quarterly 
business performance. 

A sharp fall in index heavy-
weights such as Tata Steel, 
Reliance Industries, HDFC 
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
ITC, Tata Motors, among oth-
ers dragged the markets lower. 

On Nifty, the top gainer-
swere Apollo Hospitals Enter-

prise (1.79 per cent), Tata 
Consumer (0.79 per cent), 
Titan Company (0.54 per 
cent), HCL Technologies (0.33 
per cent) while on the losing 
side were Tata Steel (4.47 per 
cent), Trent (4.23 per cent), 
Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
(3.90 per cent), Coal India 
(3.79 per cent), NTPC (3.63 
per cent). 

Over 170 stocks touched 
their 52-week high on the 
BSE, including ITI, PTC Indus-
tries, Apar Industries, Jubilant 
FoodWorks, Krishna Institute 
of Medical Sciences, Coro-
mandel International, Info 

Edge, PB Fintech, Blue Star, 
among others. 

All major sectoral indices 
finished the session in negative 
territory with Nifty PSU Bank, 
Nifty Metal, Nifty Energy, 
Nifty Realty, and Nifty Media 
falling the most, between 
2.51 per cent and 4 per cent. 

PSU Bank was down 4 per 
cent, while metal, realty, ener-
gy, PSU, power and oil & gas 
down 3 per cent each. 

HDFC Bank fell as much 
as 2.1 per cent after reporting 
slower loan growth of 3 per 
cent year-on-year for the 
December quarter. ICICI 

Bank (-0.3 per cent), Axis 
Bank (-1.8 per cent), SBI (-
1.9 per cent), IndusInd Bank 
(-2.6 per cent), and Federal 
Bank (-3.2 per cent) also expe-
rienced declines. 

Shares of Union Bank of 
India tumbled 7 per cent after 
the bank reported its weakest 
December quarter business 
update. 

Kotak Mahindra Bank 
slipped over 3 per cent after 
it reported exit of a senior 
management personnel. 

ITC Ltd shares price was 
at Rs 455.6 each, down 5.6 
per cent or Rs 27 from the 
previous session's closing 
price. 

Dabur India shares tum-
bled after the firm shared its 
business update for the Octo-
ber-December period. 

Broader indices under-
performed with BSE Midcap 
index fell 2.4 per cent and 
Smallcap index down 3 per 
cent.  Most Asian markets 
traded lower as sentiment 
remained cautious over the 
potential changes by the US 
President-elect Donald Trump. 
Japan’s Nikkei 225 index lost 
1.5 per cent, while the Hang 
Seng in Hong Kong declined 
0.3 per cent. The Shanghai 
Composite index dropped 
0.2 per cent.

Bloodbath in market 
amid fears of HMPV
At close, the Sensex was down 1,258.12 pts and Nifty was down 388.70 pts 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
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Rating agency ICRA has pro-
jected that the revenue of the 
Indian construction compa-
nies for the financial year 
2024-25 is estimated to grow 
at 8-10 per cent, slower in 
comparison to a growth of 
12-15 per cent during previous 
years. The agency is estimating 
the operating income of con-
struction companies to grow 
at 10-12 per cent YoY in FY26, 
still lower than the long-term 
compound annual growth 

rate of about 15 per cent 
between FY18 and FY24.  

In FY23 and FY24, the con-
struction entities had wit-
nessed a YoY growth of 22 
per cent and 19 per cent, 
respectively. 

ICRA said that the slow-
down is on the back of the 
Model Code of Conduct in 
the first quarter of FY25 (Q1 
FY25), an elongated monsoon 
period, and milestone-based 
billing in the second quarter 
of FY25.  The slowdown was 
also reflected in the modest 
revenue growth of about 1.5 

per cent on a year-on-year 
(YoY) basis in the first half of 
FY25 (H1 FY25) for ICRA's 
sample set of 19 construction 
companies with a combined 
turnover of Rs 1.28 trillion in 
FY24. 

Road projects awarded by 
the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways/National High-
ways Authority of India have 
witnessed greater competitive
pressure, reflected in the
majority of the bids being 
awarded at a sizeable discount 
compared to the authority’s 
base price. The competition 
for sectors like metro, railways, 
and water supply & sanitation 
has increased, with new 
entrants trying to diversify 
their order book.  The operating 
margins of the industry mod-
erated from 12 per cent during 
FY22 to 11.1 per cent in FY24.  
ICRA is estimating the margins 
to remain range-bound
around 10.5-11.0 per cent in 
FY25E and FY26E.

Revenue of construction cos to slow 
down in FY25 at 8-10 per cent: Report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY

 
The final India Services Pur-
chasing Managers' Index 
(PMI) for December 2024 
rose to 59.3 points, an increase 
from 58.4 points recorded 
in November.  

According to the HSBC 
Final India Services PMI, 
compiled by S&P Global, 
India's manufacturing PMI 
for December 2024 slipped 
to a 12-month low at 56.4.  

The drop was attributed 
to softer rates of expansion 
in production and fresh busi-
ness orders. The lowest man-

ufacturing PMI in 2024 earlier 
had been observed in Novem-
ber and January 2024, at 56.5.  

The slight dip in services 
PMI was observed in Novem-
ber, when the PMI fell to 
58.4 from 58.5 in October, 
but it did not deter the sector's 
overall momentum. The 
HSBC Final India PMI, also 
reflected positive trends dur-
ing this period, highlighting 
growth in both hiring and 
sales. 

Ines Lam, economist at 
HSBC said that India’s services 
companies expressed strong 
optimism in December as 
business activity growth 

surged to a four-month high. 
Forward-looking indicators 
such as new business and 
future activity suggested that 
the strong performance will 
likely continue in the near 
future.  

Among sectors, Finance 
& Insurance registered by 
far the strongest increases 
in both new orders and busi-
ness activity. On the employ-
ment front, the survey noted 
that the combination of new 
business growth, upbeat fore-
casts and rising capacity 
pressures supported another 
round of job creation across 
the service economy.

India’s services PMI indicates strong 
growth, hits 59.3 points in December

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) should consider 
implementing mandatory 
hallmarking for silver and 
silver artifacts following con-
sumer demands, said Food 
and Consumer Affairs Minister 
Pralhad Joshi.   

Speaking at the 78th BIS 
Foundation Day event, the 
minister said: "There is a 
demand from consumers for 
hallmarking of silver. You 
(BIS) can deliberate and take 
a call." 

Notably, the government 
currently mandates hall-
marking only for gold jewellery 
and artifacts, aimed at pro-

tecting consumer interests 
and ensuring product authen-
ticity. 

According to the govern-
ment data, over 44.28 crore 
articles of gold, jewellery/arte-
facts have been hallmarked 
so far.  

The existing hallmarking 
system includes a unique 
six-digit alphanumeric code 

(HUID), which certifies gold 
purity. 

Hallmarking is the process 
of certifying the purity and 
quality of precious metals, 
such as gold and silver. It 
ensures that the metal meets 
the prescribed standards set 
by regulatory authorities. 

At the event, the Union 
Minister applauded the 
Bureau for its legacy and 
unwavering commitment to 
upholding the core values 
of quality, trust and excellence. 
He mentioned that BIS Quality 
Marks have become a symbol 
of Trust across multiple sectors 
promoting agriculture, man-
ufacturing and technology. 

On this occasion, BIS for-
malised collaborations with 
academic institutions such 
as IIT Tirupati, IIT 
Bhubaneswar, IIM Nagpur, 
NIT Warangal, and IIFT Delhi 
through Memorandum of 
Understandings (MoUs) 
aimed at fostering innovation, 
improving industry practices, 
and advancing sustainable 
development goals.

Govt mulls hallmarking for silver & silver artifacts

MOHUL BHATTACHARYA 
KOLKATA, 6 JANUARY 

 
Skoda unveiled their newest 
modern, bold and muscular 
SUV, Kylaq on Sunday, in 
South City Mall, Kolkata. The 
SUV has been valued at 7.89  
lakhs as the starting price, 
with a carbon steel body. The 
car will be available at the 
end of January, 2025. 

When asked why con-
sumers should choose Kylaq, 
the Sales Manager of Skoda 
Mr Ronik Acharya said, “This 
is the first time Skoda is ven-
turing into the mass market 
in this price range, with the 
same immaculate quality that 
the company assures for its 
users.” There are high hopes 

for this car with a lot of peeking 
eyes present at the unveiling. 
One such observer said: “I 
already have two cars but I’m 
Interested in buying this SUV 
because it is cheap compared 
to its competitors with the 
same feature range.” 

The car has adjustable
ambient interior lighting, a 
25.6 Skoda Infotainment sys-
tem, a boot space of 446 litres 
for long journeys, and 
adjustable rear A/C vents with 
type-C charger ports. The car 
comes with an Electric-Sunroof 
with anti-pinch technology. 
For safety it also has 6 air-
bags. There are 7 colours to 
choose from in the prestige 
model (top model) of the car 
including Olive Gold for the 

feminine palette, Lava blue, 
and Deep Black. Skoda assures: 
“The cabin is designed to be 
easy, yet tough which is 
enhanced further by ambient 
lights. Aldo additional features 
like Multi-collision brake, roll-
over protection, Motor slip 
regulation, Electronic differ-
ential lock, and anti-lock 
brakes make the ride very 
safe and amicable. There are 

Skoda Crystalline LED tail 
lamps, and R17 dual tone 
alloy wheels in the car with a 
black front grille with 3D rib. 

The engine is 1.0 TSI petrol, 
in-line, 4 stroke, and positive 
ignition, with three cylinders. 
The SUV reaches a maximum 
power of 85/5000-5500 with 
a maximum torque of 
178/1750-4000. It comes with 
a 45L fuel tank, and measures 

at 3.995 metres. There are 
four classes as divided by 
Skoda ranging from the Classic 
to the Prestige. 

A Skoda representative 
said: “We have received an 
overwhelming response in 
pre-bookings of the SUV and 
hope to deliver the quality 
product to the car lovers.” 
The 7-seater SUV looks sleek 
and does not feel cumbersome 
compared to regular SUVs 
providing a chic appearance. 
Kylaq produces, the ARAI 
(Automotive Research Asso-
ciation of India) claims, a 
mileage of 20 km/pl. However, 
user-reported mileage suggests 
a range of 17.75 kmpl to 17.83 
kmpl for both manual and 
automatic transmissions. 

Skoda’s newest venture into the mass market with ‘Kylaq’
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Investors’ appetite for Indian 
real estate is going stronger 
by the day. And it’s palpable. 
Institutional investments in 
Indian real estate has touched 
a record $6.5 billion inflows 
in 2024, marking a substantial 
22 per cent increase from 
the previous year's $5.4 billion. 
This surge not only reflects 
strong investor appetite for 
Indian real estate, but also 
marks an annual high for 
both domestic and foreign 
investments since 2020. 

When it comes to Industrial 
& warehousing segment, in 
particular, during 2024, insti-
tutional investments in Indus-
trial & warehousing segment 

rose and were almost thrice 
the inflows in 2023. The seg-
ment attracted $2.5 billion 
investments, accounting for 
39 per cent of the total inflows, 
closely followed by the office 
segment at 36 per cent share. 
Rising investments in the 
Industrial & warehousing 
segment is a testament to 
healthy domestic activity, 
enhancements in logistics
efficiency, and India's improv-
ing capabilities as a global 
manufacturing hub. Foreign 
investments drove over 80 
per cent of the total inflows 
in the segment during the 
year. In fact, going by Colliers 
India statistics, in 2024, the 
Industrial & warehousing 
segment accounted for the 
highest share in overall real 

estate investment volumes 
at 39 per cent, surpassing 
the office segment. Manu-
facturing and industrial growth 
in the country was robust 
throughout 2024 and was 
reflected in the performance 
of macro-economic indicators 
such as Manufacturing Pur-
chasing Manager’s Index 
(PMI) and Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP). At $1.1 
billion, residential segment 
too witnessed substantial 
growth, rising 46 per cent 
compared to 2023 levels. 
Overall, at $4.3 billion, foreign 
inflows continued to drive 
annual real estate investments 
at 66 per cent share, while 
domestic investments too 
witnessed a steady rise, surging 
27 per cent YoY during the 

year. Interestingly, the fourth 
quarter of 2024 was particularly 
robust, with investments 
totaling $1.9 billion—2.3X 
times compared to the same 
period in 2023. This end-year 

momentum contributed sig-
nificantly to higher investment 
volumes for 2024. Interestingly, 
domestic investments were 
significant in Q4 2024 and 
accounted for 43 per cent of 

the inflows during the final 
quarter. This underscores 
the growing confidence of 
India-based institutional 
investors alongside sustained 
interest from international 
counterparts. 

It is also pertinent to men-
tion here that subdued activity 
in the first few quarters of 
2024 notwithstanding, invest-
ments in the office segment 
picked up pace in the second 
half of the year. With $2.3 
billion inflows, the segment 
accounted for a 36 per cent 
share during 2024, and closely 
followed industrial & ware-
housing segment. Foreign 
investments accounted for 
about 77 per cent of the 
inflows in office segment dur-
ing the year. Additionally, 

residential assets too witnessed 
a notable growth during the 
year at $1.1 billion, witnessing 
a substantial 46 per cent surge 
on an annual basis driven by 
sustained interest from 
domestic players. 

Experts are of the view 
that rising demand for superior 
quality Grade A developments 
and evolving supply-chain 
models will continue to incen-
tivise investors in consolidating 
industrial & warehousing 
assets in the country. Fur-
thermore, manufacturing 
scale-up and healthy con-
sumption levels are likely to 
attract domestic and global 
investments in both ready-
to-use as well as develop-
mental industrial assets, going 
ahead. 

Sector analysts feel that 
the private equity investments 
in 2024 were buoyed by robust 
domestic growth and sus-
tained investor confidence. 
Interestingly, APAC investors 
drove almost one-third of 
the foreign inflows in the 
country’s real estate during 
the year. Looking ahead, Tier-
I cities are expected to con-
tinue to attract majority of 
the capital, amidst govern-
ment impetus on infrastruc-
ture development and ‘Make 
in India’ initiative. While 
global investors’ confidence 
is likely to remain upbeat, 
2025 is likely to see increased 
capital deployment from 
domestic players across office, 
residential and industrial 
assets.

Institutional investments in Indian realty touch $6.5 bn, up 22 pc from last year

AMFI puts 13 proposals from mutual 
fund industry for Union Budget 2025
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The Association of Mutual 
Funds (AMFI) has released 
a document with 13 proposals 
from the Mutual Fund Indus-
try to the Finance Ministry 
for the upcoming Union 
Budget 2025.   

"We anticipate a Union 
Budget that prioritizes investor 
confidence and deepens par-
ticipation in mutual funds 
by addressing key tax-related 
concerns. We look forward 
to a progressive budget that 
reinforces mutual funds as 
a pillar of economic devel-
opment and investor wealth 
creation," Venkat Chalasani, 
Chief Executive, AMFI said.  

The key suggestions given 
by the AMFI include rein-
stating indexation benefits 
for long-term capital gains 

on debt mutual funds with-
drawn in Budget 2024. 

It also seek rollback of the 
increased tax rates on short-
term and long-term capital 
gains to their previous levels 
of 15 percent and 10 per 
cent, respectively. 

AMFI further bets on a 
proposal to include Fund of 
Funds (FoFs) that invest at 
least 90 percent in equity-
oriented funds under the 
equity-oriented category. 

AMFI recommended that 
SEBI-registered mutual funds 
be allowed to launch pen-
sion-oriented schemes 
(MFLRS) with tax benefits 
similar to NPS under Section 
80CCD. 

It proposed allowing mutu-
al funds investing in priority 
sectors like infrastructure to 
qualify as specified assets 
under Section 54EC for capital 

gains tax exemptions. 
Easing conditions under 

Section 9A to attract offshore 
funds managed by Indian 
portfolio managers, especially 
in International Financial 
Services Centres (IFSCs), 
AMFI proposed.  

A flat surcharge rate of 
10% on TDS for dividends 
and capital gains on mutual 
fund units for NRIs. It also 
urged removing the restriction 
requiring ELSS investments 
to be made in multiples of 
Rs 500. 

“Raising the threshold for 
withholding tax on income 
distribution by mutual funds 
from Rs 5,000 to Rs 50,000 
per annum will reduce com-
pliance hassles for both 
investors and fundhouses,” 
it said in its document.  

AMFI recommends apply-
ing differentiated LTCG tax 
rates for equity investments 
10 per cent for holdings of 
1–3 years and exempt gains 
beyond 3 years. 

A DLSS will provide a 
safer, fixed-income invest-
ment option for retail investors 
while developing India’s cor-
porate bond market.  

It also proposed to ease 
TDS compliance for PAN 
issues as it said by exempting 
mutual funds from deducting 
higher TDS rates when an 
investor’s PAN becomes inop-
erative after on boarding will 
enhance ease of doing busi-
ness.



Premier League:  Spirited Manchester 
United  snatch late draw at Liverpool 
Amad Diallo scored an 80th minute equaliser as former European champions earned a point against current league leaders

Bugatha, Nirmaben to defend  titles at Mumbai Marathon 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
MUMBAI, 6 JANUARY  

 
Srinu Bugatha and Thakor 
Nirmaben Bharatjee, the 
defending men’s and 
women’s champions respec-
tively, will headline a star-
studded Indian Elite field for 
the 20th edition of the Mumbai 
Marathon 2025 to be held 
on 19 January.  

Reigning Asian marathon 
champion Man Singh, 
Olympian Gopi T, a two-time 
winner and three-time run-
ner-up, and the experienced 
Kalidas Hirve, who finished 
fourth in the 2024 edition, 
are among the leading con-
tenders in the men’s race.  

Gopi won the 2024 New 
Delhi Marathon in 2:14.40, 
pipping second-placed fellow 
Armyman Bugatha by one 
second. 

Meanwhile, Maharashtra’s 
Hirve, who finished third in 
the 2023 edition, underlined 
his current form by winning 
the recent Vasai-Virar Mayor’s 
Marathon.  

The World Athletics Gold 
Label race will also see Kartik 

Kumar, the 2023 Asian Games 
10,000m silver medallist, 
making his debut over the 
classic distance in Mumbai. 
Kartik’s best marathon time 
is 2:22:50, which he recorded 
at the Bengaluru Marathon 
in October last year. Also in 
the mix is young Harshad 
Mahtre, who finished fifth 

in the last edition. 
Challenging Nirmaben, 

runner-up at the 2024 New 
Delhi Marathon and placed 
fourth at the World 25K 
Kolkata 2024. For the top
honours in the women’s race 
will be Sonika Parmar and 
Reenu, winner and runner-
up, respectively, at the 2024 

Coal India Ranchi Marathon. 
In the fray is also Arati Patil, 
who finished second in the 
2023 edition. 

The top three finishers in 
the Indian Elite men’s and 
women’s categories will 
receive prize money of Rs 5 
lakh, Rs 4 lakh and Rs 3 lakh, 
respectively, from the total 

prize fund of USD 390,238.  
An incentive reward of Rs 

2 lakh is up for grabs for 
setting a new mark in the 
event, which is currently held 
by Nitendra Singh Rawat in 
the Men’s 2016 edition 
(2:15:48) and Sudha Singh 
in the women’s 2019 edition 
(2:34:56).
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Lovlina Borgohain is eyeing 
a third straight summer 
Olympics but will take one-
step at a time from here on. 
Lovlina, who won a bronze 
at Tokyo Olympics but 
returned empty-handed from 
Paris 2024, said Los Angeles 
2028 was very much in her 
plans. 

“Tokyo was during COVID 
times. Paris was a real learning 
curve. I did my best and have 
no regrets that I could not 
win a medal. For every athlete, 
there are lessons to be learnt 
and I want to be wiser leading 
into LA,” Lovlina said during 
in an interaction on the side-
lines of the ASMITA Women’s 
Under-17 football final at the 
SAI campus in Guwahati . 

Assam’s ‘own daughter’ 
will be touching 31 when Los 
Angeles arrives but the mid-
dleweight (75 kg) boxer is 
confident that she will be 
“stronger and more experi-
enced” if she can convert her 
Paris learnings into action. 

“But I am not going to 
rush my preparations. LA is a 
long way off and proper weight 
and injury management will 
be part of my core plans. 
Right now, I am not looking 
beyond the upcoming National 
Games in Uttarakhand and 
to do well for Assam is upper-
most in my mind,” said Lovlina. 

With at least three medals, 
including a gold in the 2023 
world championship, Lovlina 
said 2025 would be a chal-
lenging year with the world 
championships on the cards. 
“It will be a target to play the 
World Boxing Cup Final in 
India later in 2025,” she added. 

Lovlina is now part of the 

Athletes Commission of the 
newly formed Asian unit of 
World Boxing. “It’s a huge 
privilege to be on this com-
mittee as India will now have 
a voice in decision making,” 
said Lovlina, pointing out that 
boxing’s technicalities, “espe-
cially scoring and judging” 
needed closer and impartial 

introspection. 
“Till now, India was just 

an ordinary member with 
very little chance to raise a 
protest or point out a flaw in 
the system. That is going to 
change now since we will 
have seven positions in the 
Asian body. That’s a big plus 
for athletes who want to per-
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Manchester United entered 
their clash against Liverpool 
in dire form, having suffered 
four consecutive defeats to 
close out 2024, failing to 
score in three of those games. 
Concerns were rife that anoth-
er humbling performance 
awaited them at Anfield. 

However, under Ruben 
Amorim's leadership, United 
showed impressive resilience 
on Merseyside, securing a 
hard-fought 2-2 draw in a 
thrilling encounter. The Red 
Devils even had opportunities 
to snatch all three points, 
displaying flashes of the fight-
ing spirit that had eluded 
them in recent weeks. Their 
last victory came in a mem-
orable derby triumph over 
Manchester City at the Etihad 
Stadium, leaving fans and 
pundits puzzled by the team's 
erratic form. "I get more mad 
because of the other games. 
It's even harder to understand 
some things. This is not about 
the system, the technique, 
it's about something else. I 
am upset today, really upset. 
I am pleased with the per-
formance but everyone today 
is going to say that the team 
did a good job. Today I am 
allowed to be the only guy 

upset with the team -- but 
today we were a team," Amor-
im told Sky Sports. 

"We had some good games 
during this last month but 
then we dropped again. It's 
something that we need to 
be really consistent. We had 
this talk after Manchester 
City, it was the same. I want 
to see my team play so much 
better but I think the most 
important thing to address 
today is the mentality and 
that is the key for everything. 
Today we were a different 
team not because of the sys-
tem, not because of a technical 
or tactical aspect. We faced 
the competition in the way 
we are supposed to face every 
day. Training and match, it 
doesn't match the place, the 
opponent, we need to face 
every day like that," he said. 

United captain Bruno Fer-
nandes echoed his manager's 
frustration, calling for greater 
consistency across all match-
es, not just high-profile 
encounters. The Portuguese 
playmaker admitted, "Obvi-
ously, we've been criticised, 
and fairly, because the posi-
tion in the table says it all. 
We've lost too many points. 
Even today, we can't be 
happy with the draw, because 
we need points more than 
they need."

Man Utd coach Amorim upset 
despite stalemate at Anfield 
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A
mad Diallo came back 
to haunt Liverpool 
with a late equalizer 
that secured a 2-2 

draw for Manchester United 
against Premier League leaders 
Liverpool. 

The forward turned home 
Alejandro Garnacho’s cross 
in the 80th minute at Anfield 
after Mohamed Salah’s penalty 
had looking like giving Liverpool 
the win. 

Diallo struck at the end of 
extra time as United beat Liv-
erpool 4-3 in a dramatic FA 
Cup clash last season and hit 
a 90th-minute winner against 
Manchester City last month. 
His goal on Sunday was only 
worth a point on this occasion, 
but it halted United’s four-
game losing run and prevented 
fierce rivals Liverpool from 
opening up an eight-point 
lead at the top of the stand-
ings. 

United head coach Ruben 
Amorim, however, was still 
unhappy. “It’s a point, a 
deserved point, but it’s just 
one point, and we should get 
mad. Today we should be 
really disappointed,” he said. 

United led through Lisandro 
Martinez’s strike in the 52nd, 
but Cody Gakpo leveled seven 
minutes later. Salah fired Liv-
erpool ahead from the spot 
in the 70th after Matthijs de 
Ligt handled in the box. The 
draw saw United move up to 
13th in the standings. Liverpool 
missed the chance to open 
up an eight-point lead on sec-
ond-place Arsenal, who drew 
1-1 with Brighton on Saturday. 
They are still six points clear 
at the top with a game in 
hand. 

“Over the whole game we 
created more chances than 

them; a point feels like it’s 
something to take, but when 
I watch the game back I would 
hope for more,” Liverpool 
head coach Arne Slot said. 

United are without a win 
at Anfield since 2016 — a run 
that spans nine games in all 
competitions. But it was a 
first point for Ruben Amorim’s 
team since the 2-1 win against 
Manchester City on 15 Decem-
ber. 

It could have been better 
for United, with Harry Maguire 
firing over from close range 
deep into added time. 

Liverpool had their chances 
to win as well, with Virgil van 
Dijk firing a header straight 
at United goalkeeper Andre 

Onana late on. 
With 39 top-flight titles 

between them, this was the 
latest meeting between English 
football's two greatest teams. 
Liverpool have the chance to 
equal United’s record total of 
20 league crowns this season 
and could have taken a firmer 
hold on the title race with a 
win in front of their home 
fans. 

But United produced a 
performance that confounded 
their recent form, which has 
even had Amorim admitting 
his team could face a relegation 
fight. 

“We’ve been fairly criticized 
because the position in the 
table says it all,” United captain 

Bruno Fernandes said. “I think 
it’s a fair result, both teams 
played really good football. 
But we can’t be satisfied. I’m 
really upset because if we can 
show this against Liverpool, 
why can’t we do this every 
week?” 

Diallo and Rasmus Hojlund 
had chances in the first half 
before Martinez lashed a left-
footed shot into the roof of 
the net from a narrow angle. 

Alexis Mac Allister had seen 
Liverpool’s best effort in the 
first half saved by Onana, but 
the ‘keeper could do nothing 
to stop Gakpo’s powerful shot 
after cutting onto his right 
foot in the box. 

A VAR review led to referee 

Michael Oliver awarding Liv-
erpool a penalty after the ball 
struck De Ligt’s arm and Salah 
fired low to score his 21st goal 
of the season. He has scored 
13 goals against United — 
more than any other player 
in Premier League history. 

But it wasn’t enough to 
earn Liverpool the win after 
substitute Garnacho cut the 
ball back for Diallo to convert.  

“The way we conceded the 
two goals was unacceptable, 
lazy and careless,” Van Dijk 
said. “It shouldn’t happen.” 

Raul Jimenez scored a 
penalty in the first minute of 
second-half stoppage time to 
salvage a 2-2 draw for Fulham 
against Ipswich. 

It was Jimenez’s second 
penalty of the match as Fulham 
twice came from a goal down 
at Craven Cottage. 

Relegation-fighting Ipswich 
went ahead through Sam 
Szmodics in the 38th and 
Jimenez leveled from the spot 
in the 69th. 

Ipswich went in front again 
through Liam Delap’s penalty 
in the 71st and looked like 
climbing out of the relegation 
zone. But when Jimenez was 
brought down by Leif Davis 
in the box, referee Darren 
Bond pointed to the spot 
again. 

Jimenez made no mistake 
and fired into the top corner 
to share the points.

Wrestler Sangram Singh leads 
the way at mega cycling event 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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The chill in the air couldn't 
deter the spirit of fitness as 
over 300 cycling enthusiasts 
gathered at the Major Dhyan 
Chand National Stadium on 
Sunday morning. The nation-
wide Fit India Sundays on 
Cycle campaign continued 
in full swing in the first Sunday 
of the new year 2025, with a 
renewed vigour of promoting 
a healthier and greener India. 

Leading the pack at the 
national capital was renowned 
wrestler, former Bigg Boss 
contestant and MMA Cham-
pion Sangram Singh. The 
cyclists, which included jawans 
from the Indian Army, jointly 
promoted awareness around 
the need to stay fit, to take up 
cycling as a solution to Delhi's 
pollution and to say no to 
drugs.  

Sangram, also a Fit India 
Icon, joined forces with a con-
tingent of Indian Army jawans 

to inspire the crowd. "I've 
been closely associated with 
the Fit India movement since 
2021," he said. "When I learned 
that the Army jawans would 
be participating, I knew I had 
to be a part of this incredible 
show of unity and fitness. It 
is a great honour for me to 
ride along with them.”  

Speaking about the initiative 
launched by Union Sports 

Minister Dr. Mansukh Man-
daviya last month, Sangram 
added, “This is a great initiative 
by the government to imbibe 
a culture of fitness in the 
country because only fit citizens 
can build a strong country. I 
have always believed that 
health is the only wealth and 
we must all spend least half 
an hour every day in fitness 
activities."

Star pugilist Lovlina Borgohain aiming for Los Angeles Olympics
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form their best and win an 
Olympic medal,” said Lovli-
na, adding that “all the right 
moves must be made to 
keep boxing in the LA 2028 
programme.” 

T E N D E R
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RASHID UPBEAT AFTER HEROIC TEST PERFORMANCE 
Rashid Khan marked his triumphant return to Test cricket with a 
"Player of the Match" performance, guiding Afghanistan to a 72-

run victory over Zimbabwe in the second and final Test at 
Queens Sports Club on Monday. The leg-spinner's exceptional 
bowling figures, 4/94 in the first innings and 7/66 in the second 

played a pivotal role in sealing the series win. Reflecting on the 
match, Rashid expressed gratitude for the team's effort and 
determination
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Aussies hail Bumrah after 
pace maestro’s BGT heroics
Both past and present Australian players heaped prasie on Team India’s star fast bowler
TRIDIB BAPARNASH 
NEW DELHI, 6 JANUARY 

 

T
he Border-Gavaskar 
series may have ended 
on a disappointing 
note for India with 

several stalwarts failing to 
deliver when the team needed 
them the most during the 1-3 
loss -- their first in a decade, 
but one player left everyone 
speechless and earned praises 
from his teammates and oppo-
sition alike. 

Star quick Jasprit Bumrah’s 
heroics on Australian soil, 
where he ended up with a 
spectacular tally of 32 wickets 
from nine innings of the 2024-
25 BGT at an impressive average 
of 13.06, earned him accolades 
from the legends of the sport. 

Former Australia skipper 
Ricky Ponting was among the 
admirers of the Indian quick, 
who threw down as many as 
151 overs during the series, 
making it one of the best 
bowling performances by any 
Indian bowler in recent times. 
Bumrah’s act was perhaps the 
lone saving grace from an 
Indian perspective even as 
the rest of the team blew hot 
and cold across the five Test 
matches. During his iconic 
run, Bumrah also overtook 
former India captain Kapil 
Dev to hold the record for 
most Test wickets by an Indian 
in Australia – 64 wickets at 

17.15 compared to Kapil’s 51 
at 24.58. Ponting felt that Bum-
rah’s exploits are not only the 
best he’s seen of a visiting 
bowler in Australia, but probably 
the best fast-bowling display 
of all time. He even went to 
the extent of admitting that 
Bumrah made the Aussie top 
order look like a joke on multiple 
occasions during the series. 

“No doubt, it's probably 
the best fast bowling I've ever 
seen. Yes, they had good con-
ditions, the fast bowlers, for 
most of this series. But when 
you watched him (Bumrah) 
bowl compared to anyone 

else in the series, he made 
batting look so much harder. 
There's a lot of quality batting 
in that Australian top-order 
as well but he made all of 
them at different times look 
silly,” Ponting said in the ICC 
Review. 

Bumrah, who had captained 
India to a win in Perth at the 
beginning of the series, didn’t 
bowl on the final day of the 
series in Sydney adue to back 
spasms. Dejected on missing 
out having a go in the second 
innings, Bumrah, who was 
deservingly named the Player 
of the Series, conceded post-

match, “Little frustrating but 
sometimes you have to respect 
your body, you can’t fight your 
body. Disappointing, probably 
missed out on the spiciest 
wicket of the series. I felt a bit 
of discomfort during my second 
spell in the first innings.” 

I was just getting Bumrah’d: 
Khawaja 

Rating the world no.1 as 
one of the best he has faced in 
world cricket, Australia’s veteran 
opener Usman Khawaja had 
no hesitation in admitting that 
Bumrah’s absence (due to 
back spasms) on the third day 
of the Sydney Test, eased the 

pressure off his side during 
their chase of 162. In Bumrah’s 
absence, the new ball pair of 
Mohammed Siraj and Prasidh 
Krishna leaked as many as 12 
extras in their first two overs 
of Australia’s second innings, 
and in a way allowed the hosts 
to settle in during their chase. 
“I was just getting Bumrah'd. 
It was tough work. I have to 
face this guy with the new ball 
every single time. you never 
want to see anyone injured 
and it's a shame he was but 
thank God for us. Today 
would've been an absolute 
nightmare facing him on that 
wicket. As soon as we didn't 
see him out there we thought 
'alright, we've got a chance 
here’.  He's the toughest bowler 
I've ever faced. And I have 
faced him in 2018. he got me 
out once, he was alright, he 
was good but he has been 
something else this year. He 
has got his tail up,” he said. 

Khawaja felt that Bumrah’s 
evolution from a rookie pacer 
in 2018 and his understanding 
of the game has helped him 
attain unimaginable heights 
in the past six years. “The 
wickets have definitely helped 
him. He is 6 years more mature.  
He has different plans for 
everyone. I always felt like no 
matter how good a bowler is 
I can always get something to 
score runs, but I did not get 
anything at all from him.”

East Bengal FC brace for pivotal January as ISL enters decisive phase
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The Indian Super League 
(ISL) has reached its crucial 
second phase, placing East 
Bengal FC at a defining point 
in their campaign. After an 
inconsistent start to the season, 
the Red and Gold Brigade 
(EBFC) now face a pivotal 
moment. With a challenging 
set of fixtures looming in Jan-
uary, the month could deter-
mine the trajectory of their 
season and potentially make 
or break their aspirations. 

The campaign began with 
immense promise. A 
revamped squad featuring 
key foreign stars like Dimitrios 
Diamantakos and Madih 
Talal, alongside Indian talents 
such as Anwar Ali and Jeakson 
Singh, raised expectations. 
However, with a six-game 
losing streak, the Red and 
Gold Brigade's (EBFC) season 
began on the wrong foot. The 
tough start also led to a change 
in the head coach role, with 

Carles Cuadrat parting ways 
after three consecutive defeats 
in the league. Oscar Bruzon's 

appointment brought an 
immediate turnaround. 

Under Bruzon's leadership, 

the team found their rhythm 
in the AFC Challenge Cup, 
topping their group and secur-

ing a spot in the knockout 
stage with a mix of solid 
defence and inventive attack. 
This positive momentum car-
ried over to their domestic 
campaign, where the Kolkata 
giants rediscovered their form 
in the ISL. With four wins 
from their last six league 
matches, East Bengal FC 
demonstrated renewed fight-
ing spirit, overcoming injuries 
and lifting morale within the 
squad. Under Bruzon's guid-
ance, they have also kept four 
clean sheets in the league, 
three of which came on home 
turf. Despite their resurgence, 
the Red and Gold Brigade 
still sit 11th in the table, with 
14 points from 13 games and 
a six-point gap to the playoff 
spots. Their January fixtures 
will likely determine whether 
this resurgence is enough to 
keep their season alive. The 
challenges ahead are relentless, 
and the statistics aren't in 
their favour. The month begins 
with a home fixture against 
Mumbai City FC (MCFC), a 

side East Bengal FC have 
beaten only once in eight 
attempts. Their struggles are 
further underscored by a 
record of just one goal scored 
in those encounters. 

Next comes the much-
anticipated Kolkata Derby 
on January 11, where East 
Bengal FC will look for their 
first-ever ISL win over Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant (MBSG). 
The Mariners (MBSG), cur-
rently sitting atop the table, 
represent the toughest hurdle 
yet. The fixtures only get 
tougher. East Bengal FC will 
face an in-form FC Goa, a 
team that has handed them 
five straight defeats in the 
ISL. Matches against Kerala 
Blasters FC (KBFC) and a 
return clash with Mumbai 
City FC add to their woes. 
While East Bengal FC's record 
against the Blasters is mar-
ginally better, this game carries 
extra weight as both teams 
are battling for playoff con-
tention, making it a crucial 
six-pointer.

Michael Vaughan feels 
Team India was „blown 
away‰ after Perth Test at 
BGT 2024-25: Former Eng-
land cricketer Michael 
Vaughan shared his insight 
on the recently concluded 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
2024-25 between Australia 
and India, and said that 
'Men in Blue' were "blown 
away" after their triumph 
at the Perth Test. India, 
who began the series with 
a historic win in Perth, 
failed to sustain their 
momentum and lost the 
series by 1-3. This marked 
Australia's first Border-
Gavaskar Trophy triumph 
in a decade, their last win 
came in 2014-15. Kohli, one 
of India's senior players, 
was among the biggest dis-
appointments, managing 
just 190 runs at an aver-
age of 23.75 in eight 
innings, with Scott Boland 
dismissing him four times. 
Vaughan said that there 
has been brilliant cricket at 
the BGT 2024-25 series. He 
added that Australia man-
aged to get the upper 
hand in the last three 
matches of the series. 
"India win the first game in 
Perth, played great. Since 
then, they've been blown 
away, really... You've got 
to say this series, as much 
as it's been brilliant cricket, 
a lot of it, particularly the 
last three games, has been 
very one-sided. Australia 
has managed to get the 
upper hand and play some 
great cricket and India 
have not been able to find 
a way of kind of throwing 
a punch back.”

THUMBNAILS

Blow for Australia as Cummins unlikely to feature in Sri Lanka tour
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Having already confirmed 
their place for the ICC World 
Test Championship Final 
with the 3-1 series win over 
India, that also brought the 
Border-Gavaskar back to their 
grasp after a decade, Australia 
could be missing the services 
of Pat Cummins for the 
upcoming two-Test tour of 
Sri Lanka due to personal 
reasons.  

Sunday’s six-wicket victory 
over India at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground ensured Aus-
tralia won every bilateral tro-
phy for which they compete, 
capping a superb run for the 
team under Cummins. 

However, with Cummins 
and his partner expecting 
their second child later this 
month, the Aussie skipper 
could miss the series against 
the Islanders, and the decision 
makes more sense in terms 
of workload management of 
the star quick, who has been 
relentless across all five Tests 
against India, and also given 
the fact that the two Tests 
(their last of this current WTC 

cycle) are effectively dead 
rubbers. 

“We'll wait and see. (His 
wife) Becky is hanging on at 
the moment, so we'll play it 
by ear. But most likely I might 

struggle to get over there,” 
Cummins told reporters. 

Cummins' likely absence 
means Steve Smith will be 
in charge and he’ll attempt 
to finally pass the 10,000-

run mark after becoming the 
first man to be dismissed
twice in the 9,990s.  

Travis Head is the other 
co vice-captain and could 
also be considered to take 

over from Cummins in Sri 
Lanka. The left-hander, Aus-
tralia's leading run-scorer 
against India with centuries 
in Adelaide and Brisbane, 
conceded the series had taken 
a toll. 

Australia's squad for the 
tour of Sri Lanka is set to be 
named later this week. The 
team will spend just under a 
week training in Dubai to 
prepare for the two Tests in 
Galle, where rank-turners 
typically welcome touring 
sides. 

During the 2024-25 edition 
of the Border Gavaskar Trophy 
against India, Cummins deliv-
ered a fine performance both 
as a captain and player, aveng-
ing two successive losses at 
home in the most emphatic 
manner, fitting the stature 
and quality of ICC World 
Test Championship holders. 
Not only he ended as the 
side's top wicket-taker with 
25 scalps at an average of 
21.36, with a five-wicket haul 
to his name, but he also
chipped in 159 useful runs 
in eight innings, with knocks 
of 49 and 41 during the Boxing 
Day Test at Melbourne being 

his most valuable contribu-
tions. The 31-year-old's tactical 
brilliance, relentless hit-the-
deck bowling and ability to 
deliver crucial knocks, wickets 
during clutch moments paid 
off big time. 

After being appointed as 
Test captain in 2021 and 
taking over as the ODI captain 
in 2022, the journey has been 
upwards and just upwards 
for Cummins. Since then, he 
has retained the Ashes by 
ensuring a 2-2 series draw 
away from home in the UK 
and became India's biggest 
heart-breaker and nightmare 
by beating them in the ICC 
World Test Championship 
and ICC Cricket World Cup 
2023 last year and now by 
capturing the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy to end 
India's golden run against 
Australia in Tests. 

Cummins starred in the 
Ashes series with 18 wickets 
(fourth-highest) at an average 
of 37.72 with the best figures 
of 6/91 and also made 162 
runs with his bat in nine 
innings, worth its weight in 
gold, at an average of 23.14 
with best score of 44.

Mandhana to lead India 
women in ODIs vs Ireland
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Smriti Mandhana will lead 
the Indian women’s team 
for the three-match ODI 
series against Ireland, starting 
10 January in Rajkot. The 
announcement came after 
regular captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur and fast bowler Renuka 
Singh were rested to manage 
their workload.  

Deepti Sharma has been 
named Mandhana’s deputy 
for the series.  

The uncapped pair of 
Raghvi Bist and Sayali Sat-
ghare have been called up 
for the three 50-over games, 
while the likes of Arundhati 
Reddy, Shafali Verma and 
Radha Yadav continue to 
miss out.  

Bist recently made her 
T20I debut in the series 
against West Indies in Navi 
Mumbai last month, where 
she played two games and 
made scores of 5 and 31. Sat-
ghare, meanwhile, received 
her India call-up for the ODIs 
against New Zealand last 
October, but did not get a 
game. 

The rest of the squad 
wears a familiar look with 
Pratika Rawal and Tanuja 
Kanwar, who made their 
India debuts during the West 
Indies ODIs in Vadodara, 
retaining their places in the 
squad.  

"The Women's Selection 
Committee has picked India's 
15-member squad for the 
upcoming three-match IDFC 
FIRST Bank ODI home series 
against Ireland women.  

“The Three ODIs will take 
place at the Niranjan Shah 
Stadium in Rajkot," the BCCI 
said in a statement. 

Mandhana, who also stood 
in as captain when Harman-
preet sat out of the last two 
T20Is against West Indies, 
will be looking to continue 
her impressive run of form, 
after her string of good per-
formances against the West 

Indies in both T20Is and the 
ODIs last month.  

Mandhana will look to 
continue to build on her 
stunning form after enjoying 
a remarkable run against the 
West Indies women in both 
the T20Is and the ODI series 
last month. 

She ended the T20Is as 
the leading run-scorer, amass-
ing 193 runs to her name at 
an average of 64.33 while 
striking at 159.50.  

In the ODIs, she was the 
second-highest run-scorer 
after her compatriot Harleen 
Deol. She garnered 148 runs 
at an average of 49.33 with a 
strike rate of 88.10. 

Harleen Deol, who made 
a mark with her maiden ODI 
hundred against West Indies, 
will also be looking to carry 
her form with the bat. 

India's recent form in the 
50-over format has been sen-
sational.  

In their previous outing 
in the format, the Indian 
women's team emerged vic-
torious against the West 
Indies, sweeping the series 
with a 3-0 win in late Decem-
ber. 

The India-Ireland series 
is a part of the 2022-2025 
future tours programme, and 
will be Ireland's first-ever 
bilateral tour of India, and 
the teams’ first series against 
each other since 2006.  

Ireland have lost all of 
the 12 ODIs they have played 
against India so far.  

The two teams last met 
in the T20 World Cup in 2023, 
when India won by five runs. 

India women’s ODI 
Squad:  

Smriti Mandhana (cap-
tain), Deepti Sharma (vice-
captain), Pratika Rawal, 
Harleen Deol, Jemimah 
Rodrigues, Uma Chetry (wick-
etkeeper), Richa Ghosh (wick-
etkeeper), Tejal Hasabnis, 
Raghvi Bist, Minnu Mani, 
Priya Mishra, Tanuja Kanwer, 
Titas Sadhu, Saima Thakor, 
Sayali Satghare.

All-rounder Rishi Dhawan 
retires from white-ball cricket
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Rishi Dhawan, the fast-bowling 
allrounder from Himachal 
Pradesh, and represented India 
in four limited-over games 
has called time on his white-
ball career. Dhawan’s 
announcement has come after 
the conclusion of the group 
stage of the ongoing Vijay Haz-
are Trophy. 

Himachal are currently sec-
ond in Group B of the compe-
tition, and are in the running 
for a quarter-finals spot. The 
34-year-old has featured in all 
five of Himachal's matches 
so far this season, and is their 
second-highest run-getter with 
397 at 79.40, and has picked 
up 11 wickets at 28.45. 

While making the 
announcement on social media, 
Dhawan specifically mentioned 
limited-overs cricket, which 
suggests he will carry on playing 
first-class cricket at least for 

the remainder of the ongoing 
Ranji Trophy season.  

“It's with a heavy heart, 
even though I have no regrets, 
that I'd like to announce my 
retirement from Indian cricket 
(Limited over). It's a sport that 
has defined my life for the 
past 20 years. This game has 
given me immeasurable joy 
and countless memories that 
would always stay very close 
to my heart. I want to take a 
moment to show my gratitude 
towards the opportunities that 
were given to me by Board of 
Control of Cricket in India 
(BCCI), Himachal Pradesh 
Cricket Association (HPCA), 
Punjab Kings, Mumbai Indians 
and Kolkata Knight Riders. 
From humble beginnings to 
representing my nation on 
the grandest stages, it has been 
a privilege beyond measure. 
Cricket has been my passion, 
and my reason for waking up 
every morning,” Dhawan wrote 
on social media.


