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BGT 2024-25:
BUMRAH OVERTAKES
KAPIL DEV

RAJNATH CALLS ON
ARMED FORCES TO .
REMAIN ALERT SO0 2

TRUMP SIDES WITH
MUSK IN DEBATE
OVER H1-B VISAS

‘DR SINGH DESERVED
MUCH BETTER IN BOTH
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Generally clear. Hazy in the evening.
Maximum and minimum temperatures
likely to be around 28°C and 18°C

respectively.

RAINFALL: NIL

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 73% Min. 59%
TEMPERATURE

Max: 28.1°C Min: 18.5°C
SUN RISES SUN SETS
06:15 hrs 17:02 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
05:42 hrs 16:21 hrs

New Moon on 31 December
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A man carrying a child on his shoulder
walks through a mustard flower field on
the outskirts of Guwahati, on Sunday. = Ani
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Tigress Zeenat captured: Fugitive tigress
Zeenat was finally tranquilised and captured
in Bankura district on Sunday, 21 days after
she escaped from the Similipal Tiger Reserve
in Odisha. The animal, which had travelled
over 300 km across Odisha, Jharkhand and
Bengal, was sedated with a tranquilliser gun
in the forested area near Gosaindihi village
on Sunday afternoon, forest officials said.
Zeenat was later transported to Alipore Zoo
in Kolkata, where vets will check her health
and other parameters before she is sent
back to Similipal Tiger Reserve. (Page 2)

179Kkilled inplanecrash
atSouthKoreanairport

JejuAirflightskids off runway, hitswall, burstsinto flame; 2 rescued

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SEOUL, 29 DECEMBER

passenger plane

skidded offarun-

way at a South

orean airport

Sunday, slammed into a

concrete fence and burst

into flames afterits front

landing gear apparently

failed to deploy. All but

two of the 181 people on

board died in one of the

country’s worst aviation
disasters.

The Jeju Air plane
crashed whilelandingin
the town of Muan, about
290 kilometres south of
Seoul. The Transport Min-
istry said the plane was a
15-year-old Boeing 737-
800 jet that had arrived
from Bangkok and that
the crash happened at
9:03 a.m.

Atotal of 179 people ~
85 women, 84 men and
10 others whose genders
weren’timmediatelyiden-
tifiable ~ died in the fire,
the South Korean fire
agency said.

Emergency workers
pulled two people, both
crew members, to safety.
Health officials said they
are conscious and not in
life-threatening condi-
tion.

Firefighters and rescue team members work near the wreckage of a passenger
plane at Muan International Airport in Muan, South Korea on Sunday. « ar
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Amongthe 177bodies
so far found, officials have
sofaridentified 88 of them,
the fire agency said. The
passengers were predom-
inantly South Korean, as
well as two Thai nation-
als.

Ju Woong, director of
the Ewha Womans Uni-
versity Seoul Hospital,
where one of the survivors
was hospitalised, said the
man was being treated in
an intensive care unit for
fractures to hisribs, shoul-
derblade and upper spine.
Ju said the man, whose
namewasn'treleased, told
doctors he “woke up to
find (himself) rescued.”

Footage of the crash
aired by South Korean tel-
evision channels showed
the plane skiddingacross
the airstrip athigh speed,
apparentlywithitslanding
gear still closed, overrun-
ning the runway and col-
lidinghead-on with a con-
crete wall on the outskirts
of the facility, triggering
an explosion.

Otherlocal TV stations
aired footage showing
thick plumes of black
smoke billowing from the
plane, which was engulfed
in flames. Lee Jeong-
hyeon, chiefofthe Muan
fire station, told a televised
briefing that the plane

was completely destroyed,
with only the tail assembly
remaining recognisable

among the wreckage.
Lee said that workers
were lookinginto various
possibilities about what
caused the crash, including
whether the aircraft was
struck by birds, Lee said.
Transport Ministry
officials later said their
early assessment of com-
municationrecords show
theairport control tower
issued a bird strike warning
to the plane shortly before
it intended to land and
gave its pilot permission
tolandinadifferentarea.
(See also Page 9)

India’s Koneru Humpy clinches
secondworld rapld chesscrown

AGENCIES
NEW YORK, 29 DECEMBER

Koneru Humpy, India's top-
rated female chess player,
secured her second World
Rapid Championship title,
finishing the tournamentwith
8.5/11 here on Sunday (IST).

She won her first gold in
the 2019 edition, in Moscow.

In a seven-way tie at the
top at the start of the final,
11thround, Konerustood out
as the only player to score a
victory. Playing with the black
pieces, she outmanoeuvred
Indonesia’s International Mas-
ter Irine Kharisma Sukandar
in a challenging endgame,
claiming the title in style.

“It'snot easy to become a
world champion when you
are 37.It's quite difficult when
you get older to keep that
motivation and stay sharp
when required. I'm glad that
I made it,” Kuneru said after
the triumph, as quoted by
FIDE.

“Ifeel very happy for win-
ning for the second time. In
fact, I didn't expect it at all
because I lost my first-round
game, and I never imagined
that I could finish the tour-
namentasaworld champion.
This victory is very special.
When I am on my lower side,
I think this gave me the boost
to fight and to again work on
chess,” she added.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi praised Koneru Humpy
forher gritand brilliance after

she secured the World Rapid
Chess Championship title.
“Congratulations to
@humpy_koneruonwinning
the 2024 FIDEWomen’s World
Rapid Championship! Her
grit and brilliance continues
toinspire millions. This victory
iseven more historicbecause
it is her second world rapid
championship title, thereby
making her the only Indian
to achieve thisincredible feat,”
PM Modi wrote on X.

Koneru’s victory adds
another feather to the spec-
tacular success of Indian chess
in 2024, after the countrywon
gold in the Chess Olympiad
thissummerin both the Open
and the Women'’s Competition,
and Gukesh D won the title
of World Championin classical
chess.

“It's high time for India -
we have Gukesh as the World
Champion and now I got the
second world title in the Rapid

event,” Kuneru said.

Koneru’s path to the top
began quietly, with just 2.5
points outof four on day one.
By the conclusion of day two,
however, she surged into
shared first place alongside
compatriot Harika Dronavalli
and reigning Classical World
Champion JuWenjun of China.

Entering the last round,
the leaderboard featured an
unprecedented seven-way tie.
Alongside Koneru - Ju Wenjun,
Harika Dronavalli, Kateryna
Lagno, Tan Zhongyi, Irine
Kharisma Sukandar, and
Uzbekistan’s Afruza Kham-
damova all held a chance at
the title, FIDE reports.

Lagno, one of the pre-tour-
nament favourites, had earlier
dealtacritical blowto former
World Champion Alexandra
Kosteniuk in round nine, while
Khamdamova stunned Grand-
master Elisabeth Paehtz to
join the leaders.

Manmohan Smgh’sashes1mmersedmtheYamuna '‘Congress campaign demanding Shah's

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

Former Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh’s ashes were
immersed in the Yamuna in
the national capital on Sun-
day.

The ashes of Singh, the
key architect of India’s eco-
nomic liberalisation, were
immersed by his family mem-
bersin accordance with Sikh
rituals this morning at the
Yamuna Ghat near the Gur-
dwara at Majnu Ka Tilla.

Earlier, the ashes of the
former Prime Minister were
brought to the Gurdwara.

Singh’s wife, Gursharan
Kaura was also present.

The Congress in a post

ISROtosignoff2024
with SpaDeX mission

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

TheIndian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is set
tolaunchits year-end mis-
sion, "Space Docking Exper-
iment" (SpaDeX), on Mon-
day at 9:58 p.m. from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC) SHAR in Sriharikota.
The mission will use the
PSLV-C60 launcher.

The mission aims to dock
two satellites in space, a
challenge only mastered
by the US, Russia, and China,
so far.

According to ISRO, the
primary objective of the
SpaDeX mission is to devel-
op and demonstrate the
technology needed for ren-
dezvous, docking, and un-
docking of two small space-
craft (SDX01, which is the
Chaser, and SDX02, the
Target, nominally) in a
low-Earth circular orbit.

The success of this mis-
sionis vital for India’s future
space ambitions. Docking
technology will help upcom-
ing missions like Chan-
drayaan-4 and the planned
Indian space station, expect-
ed tobeready by 2035. Itis
also crucial for the eventual
manned Gaganyaan mis-
sion, expected to launch
in 2026.

on X wrote: “Today, the
ashes of former Prime Minister
of the country, DrManmohan
Singh ji were immersed at
the Yamuna Ghat near the
Gurdwara at Majnu Ka Tila
with full rituals.”

Recalling the contribution
of Singh, who had served as
Prime Minister from 2004 to

2014, the party said, “We will
always remember Manmohan
Singhji’s service to the nation,
his dedication and simplic-
ity.”

The former Prime Minister
was cremated with full state
honours at the Nigambodh
Ghat here on Saturday.

Singh, already arenowned

economist before he reluc-
tantlyjoined politics, passed
away at 9.51 pm at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in the nation-
al Capital on Thursday at
the age of 92.

As Finance Minister in
the early 1990s, Singh was
the architect of India's eco-
nomicliberalisation. He ini-
tiated a series of reforms that
not only saved the nation
from a balance-of-payments
crisis but also opened the
doors to global markets.
Through his policies of dereg-
ulation, privatisation, and
the encouragement of foreign
investment, he laid the foun-
dation for India’s rapid eco-
nomic growth.

resignation to start

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

Congress General Secretary
Jairam Ramesh on Sunday
said that his party will start
'Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai
Samvidhaan' campaign to
demand the resignation of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah over his alleged dis-
paraging remarks against
Babasaheb Ambedkar.
The campaign was
announced after the Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
meeting on 26 December.
But the campaign is extended
due to Congress' 7-day

mourning for former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

"The campaign that was
announced in Belagavi has
been put on hold till 3rd
January to observe a 7-day

after 3 January’

mourning for Dr Manmohan
Singh... After the 3rd, we
will hold rallies for the 'Jai
Bapu, Jai Bhim, Jai Samvid-
haan' campaign," Ramesh
told ANI.

"On 26 January, there
will be a big rally at the
birthplace of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar... From 25 January
2025, to 25 January 2026,
we will take out the 'Samvid-
haan Bachao Rashtriya Pady-
atra' across the country...
Our only demand is that
the Home Minister apologise
and resign," he added.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had said in the

Rajya Sabha, "If they (the
Opposition) had taken the
name of God as many times
as they take Ambedkar's
name, they would have
secured heaven for seven
lives." Following Shah's
remarks, the Opposition
accused him of having insult-
ed Ambedkar and demanded
hisresignation. Hitting back,
the BJP accused the Oppo-
sition of misleading the coun-
try for political expediency.
Jairam Ramesh also attacked
the BJP, saying that "those
who are in power today
should see Dr Manmohan
Singh's personality."

With SpaDeX, ISRO will
attempt to dock two satellites
orbiting at speeds 0f28,800
km/h. And both satellites
must be carefully manoeu-
vred to reduce their relative
velocities to just0.036 km/h.

Each satellite weighs
around 220 kilograms and
will orbit 470 km above
Earth. The mission aims to
include performingprecision
rendezvous and docking
manoeuvres, validating power
transfer between docked
spacecraft, and operating
payloads post-undocking,
with a two-year lifespan.

SpaDEX will also use
PSLV's fourth stage, POEM-
4, for experiments. The
stage will carry 24 payloads
from academic institutions
and startups. These exper-
iments will utilise the micro-
gravity environment in orbit.
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After 21-day, three-state escapade, runaway Zeenat captured

‘Ruling, Oppnparties mustact

KANCHAN SIDDIQUI
RANIBANDH, 29 DECEMBER

Fugitive tigress Zeenat was
finally tranquilised and cap-
tured here today, 21 days after
she escaped from the Similipal
Tiger Reserve in Odisha.

The captured tiger, secured
in a specially designed cage,
was dispatched to the Alipore
ZooinKolkatawithin anhour.
Itwill be keptunder observation
by veterinary experts for a
couple of days before being
returned to the Similipal Tiger
Reserve, senior forest officials
said.

“The tigress was tran-
quilised with a single dart

today at 3.56 p.m,” said S
Kulandaivel, Chief Conservator
of Forests (Central). “The
tranquilisation by experts
from the Sundarban Tiger
Reserve, assisted by our own
officials from both the Bankura
and Purulia divisions, was a
fantastic operation and a
coordinated effort, along with
experts from Odisha. [twasa
fantastic team effort,"
Yesterday at2:26 p.m, forest
officials fired a tranquiliser
dartaimingto sedate Zeenat,
but missed the target. Drones
had captured her thermal
images in the Gosaindihi small
jungle patch, and signals from
the tigress's radio collar con-

firmed her location. As the
first dart failed to penetrate,
another dart was fired at 3:45
pmand thenat8:30 pm, both
of which also missed the target.
Early this morning, foresters
held abrief meeting attended
by police and civil adminis-
tration officials. The radius
ofthe nylon fencingwas grad-
ually reduced to confine the
tigress and shorten the target
zone. Live bait, made up of a
pair of goats were placed clos-
er.

“However, Zeenat didn't
showanyinterestin approach-
ingthem,” said a senior forest
official, adding: "She appears
tobein good health, although

she seemed angry and agitated
by the presence of so many
people and machinery around
her.”

“After her transfer, she may
be offered food tomorrow at
the Alipore Zoo under the
supervision and prescription
oftheveterinary experts," Mr
Kulandaivel said.

The three-year-old tigress
continued to elude capture,
andrepeated tranquillisation
attempts proved unsuccessful
since yesterday afternoon
after she was cornered by
foresters at Gosaindihi, close
to the Mukutmonipur tourism
circuitsurrounding the Kansa-
vati reservoir here.

together to curbinfiltration’

Mahakumbh chief convener concernedoverthearrest of anumber of BangladeshiterroristsinBengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 29 DECEMBER

1 Opposition parties

of West Bengal,

Assam, and Tripura

hould cooperate

with the central government,

along with the state govern-

ments, to preventinfiltration

and terrorist activities from

Bangladesh without politi-

cising theissue, stated Swami

Vishokananda Bharati

Mabharaj, the chief convener

of the Mahakumbh in Praya-

graj, Uttar Pradesh, on Sun-
day.

He expressed strong con-
cern over the arrests of a
series of terrorists from
Bangladesh's dreaded terrorist
groups in West Bengal and
Assam, as well as the arrest
of numerous Bangladeshi
infiltrators.

Swami Vishokananda will
inaugurate the royal bath of
the Mahakumbh in Prayagraj

v

whenitstarts. Ahead of that,
heisvisiting Kolkata to invite
the heads of various monastic
organisationsin West Bengal
to the Mahakumbh.

Hewas the keynote speaker
on the concluding day of a
three-day conference of reli-
gious leaders organised by
Acharya Sri Ramanuj Vitthal
Maharaj, the president of the
Akhil Bharat Jayguru Sam-
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praday, addressing the per-
secution and killings of minori-
ties in Bangladesh.

Swami Vishokananda said
that under the interim gov-
ernment of Muhammad
Yunus in Bangladesh, atleast
700 militants were released
from prison through various
means.

"In this situation, the secu-
rityof Hindusin Bangladesh

has suddenly come under
serious threat. At the same
time, various terrorist organ-
isations have reactivated
'sleeper cells' in India. These
groups have begun the process
of sending people across the
border to different parts of
India with the aim of carrying
out major acts of sabotage.
In coordination with militants
activein India, anewbaseis
being established in Dhaka.
Given this situation, I urge
all political parties in the
three states to work together
in the interest of the nation
as these states have porous
India-Bangladesh borders.
We are facing a deep crisis,"
said Swami Vishokananda.
He said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should take
a firm stance on the
Bangladesh issue, similar to
that of erstwhile Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi.
Priyanath Chattopadhyay,
president of the Omkarnath

Four more Bengal workersapprehendedin
Manipur for flouting Inner Line Permit rule

AGENCIES
IMPHAL, 29 DECEMBER

Four more workers from West
Bengal have been apprehended
for flouting the Inner Line
Permit (ILP) system in Manipur,
taking the total number of
violations from other states
to 33 this month.

A police official in Imphal
said that four workers from
WestBengal's Uttar Dinajpur
(also known as North Dinajpur)
were apprehended from
Yairipok Bishnunaha water
reservoir construction site in
Thoubal district on Saturday
and theywould soon be deport-
ed from Manipur to their
home state after completing
the formalities.

Legal action has been ini-
tiated against the four detainees
identified as Afsar Ali (22),
Md. Sanfaraj (20), Md. Raham-
tullah (23) and Sahabaj Alam
(20) as per the provisions of
the ILP system.

Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singhina postonsocial
media platform X said: "I

appeal to all employers, con-
tractors, and residents to coop-
erate with the authorities in
implementing the ILP system
effectively."

Earlier this month, police
detected 29 personsin Imphal
West district for flouting ILP
guidelines and they have been
deported and sent to their
home states — West Bengal
and Assam.

The 29 individuals were
working in a bakery in the
Mayang Imphal Bengoon area
under the Labour Category
ILPs. "Their Labour Category
ILPs were cancelled and the
apprehended 29 individuals
have been deported and sent
to theirrespective home states,"
the official said.

Manipur Home Depart-
ment earlierissued instructions
to the District Administration
concerned and the Deputy
Labour Commissioner to con-
duct a detailed inquiry into
suchlapses and initiate stern
action against the involved
government officials.

The Chief Minister had
earlier said that the state gov-
ernment has constituted a
committee at the state level
to review the overall imple-
mentation of ILP in the state
with the Commissioner (Home)
as Chairman and represen-
tatives of the Unique Identi-
fication Authority of India
(UIDAI), ChiefElectoral Officer,
Land Resource Department,
DCsand Senior Superintendent
of Police of districts are mem-
bers.

In view of the unrest in
Bangladesh, all the northeastern
states, including Manipur,
have further strengthened
their vigil and drive against
the infiltrators.

The ILP under the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation,

1873 is an official travel doc-
ument that allows an Indian
citizen to visit the ILP-enforced
state and areas for a limited
period and with a specific
purpose.

The ILP, which aims to
protect the identity and exis-
tence of the Indigenous people,
hasbeenin forcein Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram
and Manipur.

Obtaining the ILPis manda-
tory for anyone who isnotan
indigenousinhabitant of these
northeastern states and after
obtaining the permit, the indi-
vidual can enter these states
foraspecified period and spe-
cific purpose.

Agitations are being held
on and off to promulgate the
ILP in Meghalaya.

Following the political crisis
inneighbouring Bangladesh,
various tribal bodies, and civil
society organisationsinsome
northeastern states are
demanding enforcement of
theILPvery strictly to prevent
theinflux ofillegal immigrants
into the northeastern states.

Great loss to country, Congress party: Abhijit
Mukherjee on demise of Manmohan Singh

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

Abhijit Mukherjee, the son
of former President Pranab
Mukherjee, on Sunday
expressed deep sorrow over
the demise of former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and said that the passing
away of the late leader is a
greatloss to the country and
the Congress party.

"I couldn't attend his
funeral but tomorrow or the
day after I will go and pay
tribute if they allow us. It is
a great loss to the country
and Congress. The last rites
are the rights of families, so
as per the sikh ritual, it has
been done," said Abhijit
Mukherjee while speaking
to ANL.

Sharing his mind over the
controversy surrounding
Manmohan Singh's crema-
tion, Mukherjee said, "I don't
think there should be a con-
troversy. We want amemorial

(for him). I appeal to the gov-
ernment and fully endorse
Congress President Mallikar-
jun's appeal to the govt, they
should think about it."
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leaders, during a party
meeting on Sunday, observed
amoment of silence to express
grief over the demise of former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and prayed for peace

of the departed soul during
the organisational meeting
of the party.

Manmohan Singh passed
away on Thursday night at
the age of 92 at AIIMS Delhi.

Earlier today, the ashes
of former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh have
immersed at the Yamuna
Ghat near the Gurdwara
Majnu Ka Tila Sahib in Delhi,

a day after he was cremated
with full state honours at
Nigambodh Ghat.

His ashes were brought
to the Gurdwara Majnu Ka
Tila Sahib earlier today.

The family of the late for-
mer PM Manmohan Singh
performed rituals at the
Gurudwara including Shabad
Kirtan (musical recitation of
the Guru Granth Sahib), Paath
(recitation of Gurbani) and
Ardas.On Saturday, former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh was cremated with full
statehonours at Nigambodh
Ghat in Delhi's Kashmere
Gate in the presence of his
family, friends, colleagues
and government dignitaries.

President Droupadi
Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh paid theirlastrespects
to the former PM by placing
a wreath near his mortal
remains earlier today.

Mission and senior member
of Akhil Bharat Jai Guru Sam-
praday;, said lakhs of signatures
would be collected from
monks and devotees at the
Mahakumbh Mela over a few
days and sent to the United
Nations and the new US Pres-
ident Donald Trump to sen-
sitise them regarding various
atrocities committed by sub-
versive outfits in Bangladesh,
especially on women and
children. “We provide news-
paper documents as well as
video clippings to highlight
how barbaric attacks were
perpetrated on Hindu women
and children," said Priyanath
Chatterjee.

Swami Vishokananda,
meanwhile, praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath for making
exceptional arrangements
and significantinfrastructural
improvements for the Maha
Kumbh.

The tigress had escaped
from the Similipal Tiger Reserve
in Odisha on the night of 8
December, and STR officials
began tracking Zeenat after
shewas spotted in the Rajabasa
jungle in Jharkhand on 10
December.

Zeenat was relocated to
Odisha from the Tadoba-And-
hari Tiger Reserve in Maha-
rashtra on 14 November to
enhance the gene pool. Prior
to that,

Yamuna, another tigress,
was airlifted to Odisha on 27
October. Yamuna also escaped
from the STR and was tracked
in Kuldiha forestsin Balasore
last week. Prakash Chand
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 29 DECEMBER

Siliguriwitnessed its sixth Pride
Walktoday, organised bymem-
bers of the LGBT community,
whomarched through the city
demandingtheir fundamental
rights, including those for
adoption, marriage, and the
recognition of love.

The LGBT groupfirstunited
in Siliguri in 2018 and has
since been organising such
priderallies toraise awareness
about their issues. Despite a
turnout of fewer than 100 par-
ticipants this year, organisers
noted that many others were
unable to join due to social

Siliguri hol
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Gogineni, Field Director, STR,
said: “We are also keeping
track of her.”

Zeenat entered Bengal by
crossing the Subarnarekha
river through the Chahala
point of the Belpahari range
in Jhargram district early on
20 December. The youngfeline
traversed the dense forest cor-
ridor and was found in Raika
hillock in Purulia's Bandwan
on themorningof 22 Decem-
ber. On Friday night, she
evaded a tranquillisation
attemptand escaped the nylon
fencing at Dangardihi point
in Manbazar, crossed the
Kumari river, walked along
the Kansavatiirrigation canal
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Siliguri -
Pride
Walk

stigma and pressures.

Oneparticipanthighlighted
their challenges, saying, "We
are often victims of molestation,
torture, rape, and assault. Sadly,
whenwe seekjustice, the police
often dismiss our complaints.
The recent incident at R.G.
KarMedical Collegehas shocked
us deeply, as it reflects the
continued marginalisation of
our community."

Diksha Kundu, one of the
organisers, explained: “Thisis
the sixth Pride Rally in Siliguri
sincewe started in 2018. Similar
rallies are held across the coun-
try, alldemandingbasichuman
rightsfor the LGBT community.
Our primaryfocusis onsecuring

dsits sxth ride Walk
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bank beside the Khoriduara
and Basantapur villages, and
her pugmarks were spotted
at Gosaindihi yesterday morn-
ing, triggering panic among
residents.

The panicked residents of
Gosaindihi and Gopalpur
heard Zeenat growling repeat-
edly as the tigress became
restless in the late evening.

The foresters who had
erected double nylon nets
around the areawhere Zeenat
had been cornered, had also
placed floodlights on the tops
of trees, and the tranquilisation
experts were targeting her
from the top of an earth-
moving machine.

legalrecognition foradoption
and marriage, as these are fun-
damental to ourlivesandlove.”

Anothermember expressed
hope for change, adding: “We
appeal to the Supreme Court
to grant us marriage rights.
Whilethereisa1%reservation
for transgender individuals,
local authorities have yet to
implement this appropriate-
ly.”

The rally, which included
slogans demandingjustice for
the R.G. Kar incident, served
as a poignant reminder of the
ongoingstruggles faced by the
LGBT community and their
determination toachieve equal-

1ty.

BSF arrests smuggler with 8.5 kg silver
ornaments along indo-Bangladesh border

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 29 DECEMBER

The Border Security Force
(BSF) claims to have arrested
a cross-border smuggler in
the North 24-Parganas district
of West Bengal on Saturday
with silver ornaments weighing
8.5 kg. He was planning to
smuggle the ornaments, valued
at nearly Rs 6,17,004, to
Bangladesh.

“Troops of the 143 Battalion
BSF, posted at Tarali-1 Border
Outpost, were carrying out
checksatthe Hakimpur check-
pointwhen they came across
amotorcyclistmoving towards
the Indo-Bangladesh Border
(IBB). The jawans stopped
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the man and carried out a
thorough search. The orna-
ments were found inside the
air filter and tail light cavities
of the motorcycle,” said N K
Pandey, DIG and spokesperson,
BSF, South Bengal Frontier.
The man, along with the
motorcycle, was taken to the
Tarali-1 BOP, where he was
interrogated. He claimed to
be aresident of the Swarupdaha

village in the Swarup Nagar
police station area of North
24-Parganas.

“He also claimed that an
unknown person from Bithari
Bazaar had given him the
motorcycle and informed him
of the silver ornamentsinside.
Hewassupposed to cross the
BSF dominationline through
the Hakimpur checkpointand
hand over the vehicle, along
with thesilver, to another per-
son close to the IBB. For this,
he was to receive Rs 1,300.
We have handed him over,
along with the seized silver
and motorcycle, to the customs
department in Tentulia,”
Pandey added.

The DIG praised the efforts

of the BSF jawans. “Due to
their alertness, criminals are
beingapprehended alongthe
IBB on a regular basis and
seizures are being made. The
BSF will not allow smuggling
or any other crimes along the
border. Those involved in
such activities will get into
trouble unless theymend their
ways,” he said.

Another senior BSF official
said thatwhile gold issmuggled
from Bangladesh to India,
silver—particularly ornaments
— is illegally sent from India
to the neighbouring country.
Thereis high demand for Indi-
an-made silver ornaments in
Bangladesh, and smugglers
take advantage, he said.

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
e-TENDER NOTICE
The Executive Engineer Salt Lake
Asclamaticen Divisicn invites téad no
online percentage rate batis e-tenders
vide Tender 1D Mo .
MIZ24 UDD TESGDO 1 K 2 WBUD &
MA/EE/SLRD/NIT-17(e)/2024-25 of
EE/SLRD dated Z23/13/2024. Vakues of
wiork are Rs. B.E5.157.00 and
102567 00, Start and Last date ol
sirbmuision of bid onhine are 300 132004
pnd ORMAOL/I02% B 13/01/2075 upto
13400 M. redpectdly. All documentd
can b veen, obtaned Trom the wiebsile
https febienders.gevdn Detailed
mlarmahon can alho be ween n the
webiite . wiww whurbanservices.gov.in
and oflice Notior Board, S/ - Eagcutlve
tAaginesr, SE11 Lakd Heclamation
L LT gl e I |

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
HALDIA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
City Centre, P.O. Debhog, Haldia
Dist. Purba Medinipur, PIN-T21657
Tall Fraa No. 1800-345-3234
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No. 03/HDA/Estate/2024-25
Online (E-Tender) tender v a two bid
iystem 3 hereby invited ftor
"OPERATION, MAINTEMANCE AND
CATERING SERVICE FOR GUEST HOUSE
[5A-B) AT SHAKLUNTALA HOUSING
ESTATE, DURGACHAR." Estimated Cost
al work! Lo bae |:|ul:r||."|.1 By LhE Bedded
Document downloading date:
J0 12530 to 13/01025, Starting date of
dute af anline bld submission: 1301 25
S:30p.m, Information In detaiis i
available in the affice and in the website
af HEA | www.hdagowin E-Tender can

be submitted Through
www,whienders,gov.in 5df- Chief

Executive Offlcer, HOA.

ICA- T34

T E N

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KAMDA TENDER NOTICE

Onlse Bids are invved by the Fxeoative
Enpimesr, SCL=]1, LEE Sactor, KMDA,
Fleschk -1, Wl Moce, Unmavan Whevmi, Seli
Lake, Kolknta-THHRL, fom  bosafide
reliahile, :"|.|.|:u||:':r||.'=|] & resosarcelul fiems

mdevidasls conbmeior, jEnl el |
comanrimnm, for e weork, 51 Moo Mama of
Wirk, Yalue of ihe wirk, Earnesd
Maoney, e of Compdetion, (1) Pruitag
work Tow Kahknpur Deadge of bath Nanks
ai - EM s Tewler  IIi:
1024 KMIDA_TRSIRG 0. W3 05 000
b, MM | Onkme through e-Procuresneni
Svnlem ol Gowl, of WH], 10 deva, (2)
Palsting woek for Metmopodiian Hewlge of
hath flanks oo EM. Bypass. Tender T

3024 KMDA 789286 3 6 DLETR,
R 120555 |Cmbme (lurowgh e-Procuremen)
Swaten afl Gowl, ol WH] 10 dos, (3

Painting work for Maskarhat Bridge, DEH
Brdge, Muelipare Bridge, Mobundapo
Bridgs amd Garin [Huab Bridpe of both
flanks on EM. Pypase Tender I
Iz KMDA T89I86 3, Rad 13000
Rz 10,3005 | Dnlme thsgh e-Frocursmen
Swstem of Goot, of WH], [0 deys, i4)
Pamting work of Clingrnighain  Bridge.
Changrighata 6 o#ll box Brndege Capimn
Bherry Brdge & Mutlpukur Bridge on EM
Bypasa Lemiler 118
024 _EMDA TESIRE 4 Rs 226657
Rsd, 533> [Onbne though e-Procurenent
Svsiem of Govi of WA, 10 doys Last
dade & tlmee of Chaline Bl sabmisshan:
[300 2005 wpio [4.00 hm, for detads

comingd e nbove olfice or wisil hath
weleiles (MDA 45
Ll R LT T T ——

CIN Nao.

(A Gavernment of West
a1 WnioaISGEOIS 250

Bengal Enterprise)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
Date extension NIT No. (1)WBDPL/PP/T/GM{PP)-12021(12)/21/2024/

EHEPH;"EHEIE- dated, 06.12.2024 Tender 1D
: 36.01.2025 and Bid Opening date

Bid submission end date

JO2a_Dil_TE0a54_1

09,.01.202%, Cancellation NMIT No. (2]WBDPL-12018(12}/3,/2024-GM-

POW(DPL)-DPLSTS/E-227 dated,z8.11.2024 Tender 5]
2024 DPL 775328 1 Is treated as cancelled. For lurther details, pleate
wisit : https://whtenders.gov.in / www.dpl.net.in KA. TSRO0

epaper.thestatesman.com

D E R

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Bid reference no.;- WEMSCOL/ NIT-
IEEIMEI-', Dated - 26,1 Jfl’ﬂll
SITC of 06 nos. split AC with ebectrical
wrorks and light= fan for the rest rooms at
diffarant location of Reigan] GRCH [55M
|!LI|||,'.||I'|H| Lhd Call| Rattidres Saatin ], Lt

date of submisgion ol bid |osline]

07 01/2025 at 0300 EM. the torader
documant can be downlasfed from
www whmsg Eov.in &
Wi whlenders govin on or after
2B8/12/2024 &t 05:00 P.M. Dlarification
requests, if.any may be sent to
cpesEwbmsac. gov.in 54/ General
Manager, WBMSCLE loint Secretary to
the Govt. of West Bengal s um :

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

West Bengal Medical Services
Corporation Lid. is inviting online bids
for the works mentioned balow -

Mame of thework: NIT Raf. No: Last date
of submassion of bid {online) Repairing
& Bestoration of Existing Fire Protection
& Detection System of Kakdwip Super
Speciality Hospitsl, District- South 24
Farganas. WAMSCL/NIT-76B8/2024
Dated-26/12/2024, 14.01.2045 upto
100 P, Tender can be downloaded
from www. whignders. goy.ln ar
oo . whimac. gov.in an or after
111 2024 at 1100 AM, Clasification
reguesis, |f any may be sent to

nig@whbmic.gev.in or call 033
40340410, 5d)- General Mlanager,
WBMSOL E Jodnt Secretary 10 the Govl

o Wt Bengal ok T

MORE

TENDER ADS

ON PAGE 4

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

MOTICE INVITING TENDER

Bid reference no, WEMSCL/MNIT-

TET/ 2024, Dated — 26/12 /2024
West Bengal Medical Services
Corporation Ltd. is imating online bids
far “Constructipn of sitting room of on
duty doctors at the OT sectioniSth
floar), M3 sheet grill gates and repaining
af collapsible gates &t Mortusry wand
and urgont supply, instabllation and AN

al water purifier st diferen oo of
Barlpur S55H South 24 Parganas on
batls of Rattirer Sathl (2nd Calll"™ Last

date of submission of kd [online)
13,01 2032% up to 1.2:00 PAE, The temibe
document can be downloaded liom
www whmig gov.in and
Www whignders govin on or aftes
31.12. 2024 a1 11.00 AWM. Clarification
requests, |1 any may beé sent to
krishnallt76baner|pe@gmail.com
Sef- Managing Director, WBMSLL B
Special Commissioner, HEFWD, Gowt. of
West Bengal o T

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

West Bengal Renewable Energy Development Agency [WBREDA]
{An Organisation under Department of Non-Conventional &
Renewable Energy Sources, Government of West Bengal)

Bikalpa Shakti Bhavan, Plot - 11/10, Block - EP & GP,
Sector - V, Salt Lake Electronics Complex, Kolkata - 700 091

Notice Inviting e-Tender
NieT No: WBREDA/NIeT-28/2024-25 di. 23.12.2024
WEBREDA inmvites e-tender for Design, Englneering, Manufacturing / Procurement,
Testing, Supply, Installation and Commissioning of 1200 LPD Solar Water Heating
System per site with Cumulative capacity B400 LPD with 5 years Comprehensive
Malintenance an turnkey basis at different Ekalavya Model
Schoods/ Hosbels/Kitchens in various: Districts of West Bangal, The NieT can be
sccessed from WEREDA website [winw whroda.org) and con be downloaded rom
hittps/ S wbtenders.gowin portal from 30.12,2024, 4,00 .M. anwards, The last date
of submission of béd Is 14,01.2025 up to 3,00 P.M. S5d/- Divisional Englneer-i,

WHREDA

HE HEEN
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Sisters crushed to death
at Memari Railway
Station: Two sisters from
Bankura, on their way to
attend the last rite of their
sister's dead husband, were
crushed to death by an
express train in Memari in
East Burdwan today. The
sisters - Pakhi Bhuiyan (40)
and Jharna Bhuiyan (35) of
Gorabari locality in Rani-
bandh PS limits were head-
ing for Khanyan in Hooghly
to attend the last rites of
their brother-in-law. They
were crossing the Railway
tracks carelessly at the
Memari Railway Station
when the UP Howrah-Malda
Intercity Express passed
thtough the platform

No: 1. Both were crushed
to death on the spot. sns

Railways set to
deploy Kavach
4.0 on key routes

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 29 DECEMBER

In a significant push to
enhance train safety and
operational efficiency, Indian
Railways is set to deploy
the advanced Kavach 4.0
automatic train protection
system across key routes.
This upgraded technology
aims to prevent accidents
and ensure smooth train
operations, offering an addi-
tional layer of safety and
control.

Speaking on the initiative,
ChiefPublic Relations Officer
of Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR), KK Sharma, stated
that approximately 1,966
Route Kilometres (RKM)
from Malda Town to
Dibrugarh have been ear-
marked for the implemen-
tation of Kavach 4.0. Loco-
motives equipped with ear-
lier versions of Kavach will
be upgraded to the latest
version under this pro-
gramme.

Kavach 4.0 integrates
several advanced features,
including Station Kavach:
This system communicates
with Loco Kavach and sig-
nalling systems to guide
locomotives effectively. Sec-
ondly, RFID Tags: Installed
along tracks, these tags
monitor train location and
direction, ensuring precise
operations.

These innovations aim
to minimise human error,
streamline train connectivity,
and prevent accidents.

As a part of a ‘Broader
Safety Mission’, Indian Rail-
ways has consistently pri-
oritised safety by adopting
cutting-edge technology.
The rollout of Kavach 4.0
marks a major step in mod-
ernisinginfrastructure and
improving safety standards.
“Thisinitiative reflects Indian
Railways’ commitment to
providing safer rail travel
and strengthening the coun-
try’s railway network,” Mr
Sharma added.

By leveraging Kavach
4.0, Indian Railways seeks
to bolster passenger confi-
dence, reduce mishaps, and
pave the way for a saferand
more efficient transportation
system.

‘Bengal Policehavetightenedsecurityto
counterterrorismandinfiltrationthreats’

Bengal DGP Rajeev Kumar said policeare highlyactivein countering terrorismand are workingsilently to ensure the safety of residents

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 29 DECEMBER

0 one can exploit

the wunrest in

Bangladesh to cre-

ate disturbances
on this side of the border,
as the state police are vigilant
in this matter. This was stated
by the Director General (DG)
of Police, Rajeev Kumar,
during a press conference
on Sunday.

He emphasised thatboth
the West Bengal and Kolkata
police are highly active in
countering terrorism and
are working silently to ensure
the safety of the state’s res-
idents.

Recently, in ajoint oper-
ation conducted by the police
forces of West Bengal and
Jammu and Kashmir, a ter-

VOICE OF PROTEST

rorist was arrested from Can-
ning. According to police
sources, the arrested indi-
vidual is a member of the
banned terrorist organisation
Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen
based in Kashmir.
RajeevKumar said, “The
information provided by the

STF (Special Task Force) of

the West Bengal Police led
to the arrest of the Kashmiri
resident. We have maintained
a good record in counter-
terrorism efforts in the past
and will continue to uphold
it in the future.”

Rajeev Kumar claimed
thatitwas the Bengal police
who tracked and apprehend-
ed the Kashmiri terrorist.
He stated: “We tracked his
movements for two days,
closely monitoring his activ-
ities, and then informed the

Kashmir police. We are silent-
ly doing our work. Especially
in casesrelated to terrorism,
we cannot disclose too many

On the 3rd day of the extended dharna of the Abhaya Mancha on the RG Kar issue on Sunday. = sns

Arrested Bangladeshinational
frequently changed locationsin Bengal

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 29 DECEMBER

Abiyur Rahaman, theillegal
Bangladeshiinfiltrator who
was arrested on December
27 by Kolkata Police from a
hotel in Marquis Street in
central Kolkata along with
fake Indian identity docu-
ments, including passport,
had been frequently changing
his accommodations since
he started residing in India
permanently since 2023.

Kolkata Police insiders
said thatalthough he started
residing in different places
of West Bengal in 2023, he
started the process of getting
the fake Indian documents
in2017.

In this case, too, sources
said, he followed the same
pattern of first getting the
ration card, followed by
EPIC, PAN and Aadhaar
cards and finally the fake
Indian passport in 2023,
after which he started residing
permanently in West Ben-

gal.

Incidentally, at the time
when he was arrested, he
suppressed the fact of holding
afake Indian passport, which
the investigating officials
later recovered.

He first started residing
at Madhyamgram in North
24 Paragans district of West
Bengal and subsequently
shifted to the minority-dom-
inated Khidirpur area in
south Kolkata. The last two
places where he had been
staying were in the New
Market area and finally at
the hotel in the Marquis
Street area where he was
arrested.

A city police insider said

thatsuch frequent changes
in thelocations ofhis accom-
modation have made the
investigating officers appre-
hensive that Rahaman was
for something quite major
which the cops are trying
to extract through interro-
gation.

Incidentally, the hotel
from where Rahaman, an
original resident of Nariel
in Bangladesh, was arrested
was located at Marquis Street
under Park Street Police Sta-
tion in central Kolkata, the
same locality from where
former Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) associate
Selim Matabbar was arrested.
He was also staying at a
hotel there posing as an
Indian citizen with a fake
passport.

Incidentally, there are
several hotels in the Marquis
Streetarea providing accom-
modation to Bangladeshi
citizens coming to India on
either tourist or medical
visas.

Abhishek Banerjeeslamsthesilence of filmstars
and sportspersonalitieson Manmohan Singh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 29 DECEMBER

Abhishek Banerjee, national
general secretary of the Tri-
namul Congress, strongly
criticised film and sports per-
sonalities, often considered
role models, for their silence
on the death of former Prime
Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh.

In an X post, Mr Banerjee
urged people not to glorify
those who prioritise their
careers and comfort over
courage and accountability.
Hesaid suchindifference from
these individuals is not new.
They remained silent during
the farmers' agitation, the
CAA-NRCmovement, and the
ongoing crisis in Manipur.
Their silence demonstrates a
troubling detachment from
the struggles of ordinary citi-
Zens.

“Theyhave built theirwealth
and famebyleveraging public
admiration, yet they shy away

[ ]
LB

details publicly. But this
does not mean we are inac-
tive.”

Mr Kumar indirectly crit-

icised the Border Security
Force (BSF) regarding inci-
dents of infiltration across
the Bangladesh-India bor-
der.

Heremarked: “West Ben-
gal is the only state that
shares borders with three
countries. Border security
is the responsibility of the
BSF, but there are several
lapses in this regard. Over
the past few days, many peo-
ple have crossed the border
into Bengal, and such inci-
dents continue. However,
we remain vigilant. We are
arresting infiltrators and
ensuring they are sent to
the appropriate authorities.”

Mr Kumar, however,
refrained from making harsh
criticisms against any inves-
tigating or security agencies.
Instead, he emphasised the

need for collaboration,
acknowledging that all agen-
cies, including the police,
have room forimprovement.

He further credited public
cooperation for the success
of West Bengal Police in
tackling terrorism. “We are
successful because we receive
support from the public.
Justas we work for the people,
the people also stand with
us. Although we cannot
reveal all the details, many
individuals actively assist
us. We are committed to
ensuring the safety of the
state’s residents,” said the
DG.

Following the arrest of
the Kashmiri terrorist from
Canning, some have spec-
ulated that terrorist organ-
isations are using Bengal as
a ‘corridor’ toinfiltrate India

from Bangladesh and carry
out activities. The Tripura
border has also been report-
edly used for similar pur-
poses.

Addressing these con-
cerns, the DG stated: “Given
West Bengal’s geographical
location, anyone entering
India from Bangladesh and
heading towards Kashmir
or the western parts of India
would have to pass through
this state. There is no alter-
native route. Trust us. We
are silently doing our
work.”Mr Kumar assured
that the police will become
even more vigilant about
infiltration using forged pass-
ports. He said that in the
coming days, district police
superintendents will per-
sonally supervise the passport
verification process.

Seventharrestin Bengal fake passport racket
case, helpedillegal Bangladeshinationals

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 29 DECEMBER

The Kolkata Police, on Sunday,
arrested aman in connection
with a racket operating out
of West Bengal which was
engaged in arranging fake
Indian identity documents,
including passports, forillegal
Bangladeshi infiltrators enter-
ing India through the porous
borders of the state.

This is the seventh arrest
from the state made in the
case. The arrested agent has
been identified as Manoj
Gupta. He had been arrested
from his rented accommo-
dationin the Chandpara area
under the Gaighata Police
station in North 24 Parganas
district.

He will be presented at a
court in Kolkata on Sunday
and the public prosecutor
will seek his police custody.

City police insiders said
that Gupta had connections
with a fake travel agency
operating from Behalain the
southern outskirts of Kolkata
which was actually engaged
inaracket forarranging fake
Indian identity for illegal
Bangladeshi infiltrators.

The main role of Gupta,
city policeinsiders said, was
to act as the middleman
between the fake travel agency
operators and those illegal
Bangladeshi infiltrators willing
to pay hefty amounts to get
fake Indian identity docu-
ments for them.

Sources said that from
the hard disc of the personal
computer at Gupta’s residence
several incriminating docu-
mentsregarding the creation
of the fake Indian documents
have been seized by the inves-
tigating officials.

Incidentally, Dipankar
Das, whowas arrested earlier
by the city police in this con-
nection, also had connections
with the same travel agency
operating from Behala.

Since December 15, the
West Bengal Police have
arrested seven persons in
connection with a fake pass-
port racket.

Theinvestigating officials
have identified a pattern in
the operations of such rackets
engaged in arranging fake
Indian passports for the illegal
Bangladeshiinfiltrators. Any
infiltrator illegally crossing
over to the Indian territory,
contacting the local agents
and showing willingness to
pay out hefty amounts for
getting fake Indian identity
documents are first provided
with safe shelters at the dif-
ferent villages adjacent to
the borders with Bangladesh
in the state, both land and
coastal.
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from taking even the smallest
moral stand when the nation
needs them most. The power
of 1.4 billion Indiansisimmense.
It's time we demand integrity
and accountabilityfrom those
we elevate as icons. Let this
New Year 2025 mark a shiftin
our collective consciousness
towards valuing those who
stand tall for justice, democracy,
and the nation's well-being,”
he wrote.

Mr Banerjee further tweeted:
“Indiahaslost one ofits greatest
statesmen, Dr Manmohan
Singh, whose immense knowl-
edge and visionaryleadership
reshaped the nation'seconomy.
As the architect of the 1991
economic reforms, his con-
tributions remain unparalleled,
steering India onto a path of
growth and global recognition.
Tributes poured in fromacross
the political spectrum, reflecting
theimmenserespecthe com-
manded.”

“However, itis both shocking
and disheartening to see the

completessilence from promi-
nent figures in the Sports and
Film industries — individuals
who are often celebrated as
rolemodels. Theirreluctance
toevenacknowledge DrSingh's
passingraises uncomfortable
questions about their priorities,
responsibility, and integrity.
Itappearsthissilenceisdriven
by the fear of government
backlash, as staying silent on
national issues has become
the norm for many of these
so-calledicons.""This pattern
of indifference is not new.
These same individuals
remained silent during the
farmers' protest, the CAA-
NRCmovement, and the ongo-
ing crisis in Manipur. Their
silence in the face of such
criticalissues highlights a trou-
bling detachment from the
struggles of ordinary citizens.
They have built their wealth
and famebyleveraging public
admiration, yet they shy away
from taking even the smallest
moral stand when the nation

needs them most.”

“As we enter a new year,
it's time to reconsider who
we look up to as role models.
Let's stop glorifying those who
prioritise their careers and
comfort over courage and
accountability. Instead, letus
honour and support those
who truly contribute to our
nation and society —our free-
dom fighters, soldiers, and
individuals who sacrificed
theirlives for the greater good.
Let's channel our energy and
resources into meaningful
actions: supporting a child's
education, feeding a needy
family, or uplifting someone
struggling. The power of 1.4
billion Indians is immense.
It's time we demand integrity
and accountabilityfrom those
we elevate as icons. Let this
New Year 2025 mark a shiftin
our collective consciousness
towards valuing those who
stand tall for justice, democracy,
and the nation's well-being,”
he wrote.

epaper.thestatesman.com
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YSRCP alleges police excesses
against socialmediaactivists

The Opposition party has claimed that 336 cases have been filed againstitssocialmediaactivists

ANINDITA CHOWDHURY
HYDERABAD, 29 DECEMBER

he crackdown by

the Andhra Pradesh

government on

social media activists
belonging to the YSRCP has
led the Opposition party to
complain about police excess
and misuse of section 111
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita meant for fighting organ-
ized crime like drugs and
human trafficking to sup-
press dissent.

The Opposition party has
claimed that 336 cases have
been filed against its social
media activists since the
crackdown began including
36 cases filed under Section
111 of BNS resulting in 27
arrests.

The NDA-backed state
government launched the
crackdown against YSRCP
supporters alleging misuse
of social media to defame
women and indulge in char-
acter assassination.

The objectionable con-

tent was posted to target
chief minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu and deputy
chief minister Pawan Kalyan
and their families, state
home minister Vangalapudi
Anitha, and even APCC chief
YS Sharmila who is the sister
of YSRCP chief YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

Even the High Court
directed the CBI to conduct
aprobe against defamatory
content in social media
against the judiciaryin 2020
when the YSRCP was in
power.

However, the YSRCP has
accused the TDP-led state
government of targeting its
leaders and social media
activists, and influencers
through this crackdown in
order to silence criticism,
intimidate them, and stifle
dissent in the state.

The Opposition party has
stated that the state police
was indulging in excess and
applying section 111 of the
BNSwhichis meant to tackle
organised crime against polit-

WeStand -
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ical activists. Multiple FIRs
are beingfiled in several dis-
tricts against an individual
for the same posts on social
media.

According to YSRCP, Varra
Raveendra Reddy, a party
supporter faces 20 cases in
10 districtsincluding one by
CID. Moreover, the party
alleged thathe was detained
on 8 November but his arrest
was only shown on 10 Novem-
ber and he was keptillegally

in custody for more than 48
hours.

Another supporter Puli

Sagar, who is a Dalit, was
allegedly “verbally abused,
stripped, and locked in a
cell” for questioning the flood
reliefundertaken by the TDP
government. He has now
complained to the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes and the National
Human Rights Commission
against his incarceration.

P SudhaRani, a supporter

of YSRCP, found that 14 cases
were filed against her in dif-
ferent districts, from Srikaku-
lam to Chittoor over a period
of 10 days, allegedly on fab-
ricated charges. The YSRCP’s
legal team finally filed a
habeas corpus petition and
alleged though she was arrest-
ed earlier it was shown much
later and from Guntur dis-
trict.

The party also cited the

case of Pappula Chalama
Reddy against whom “the
investigating officer failed
to cite prior cases rendering
the invocation of section 111
of BNS baseless.”

The YSRCP cited the

instance of Pesala Shiv-
ashankar Reddy who was
booked under section 111
for derogatory posts against
political leaders, the case
was subsequently dismissed.
A High Court bench, over-
turned the case of Venkata
Ramanareddy citing a lack
of evidence to invoke section

111 of BNS.

Telanganainitiates process to bring back
accused in phone tapping case from US

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD,29 DEEMBER

Telangana Police have ini-
tiated the process to bring
back two accused, including
the former chief of Special
Intelligence Bureau (SIB)
T. Prabhakar Rao, to India
from the United States in
the phone-tapping case.

Director General of Police
Jitender that their request
for Red Corner Notices
(RCNs) is with the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI).

"We have initiated the
process. It is already with
the CBI. Letus hope because
the international process
takes some time. I have
worked in CBI. I know about
it. In many cases, it takes
years," the police chief said
while replying to a query
during a year-ender press
conference.

"The international
process is not that simple
because there are so many
guidelines, so many prac-
tices," he said.

The DGP said that Inter-
pol, which issues Red Corner
notices, has several standard
operating procedures.

It was in August that the
state police approached the
CBI for a request to issue
an RCN against Prabhakar
Rao and managing director
of a private news channel
Sravan Kumar.

The phone-tappingalle-
gations under the previous
government of BRS came
to light in March this year
with the arrest of Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Praneeth Rao following a
complaint from his superior,
D. Ramesh, Additional SP
with the SIB.

Then chief of SIB, Prab-
hakar Rao had allegedly
constituted a team within
the bureau with his trusted
aides including Praneeth
Rao for surveillance of rival
political leaders, their families

and dissidents within the
ruling party, businessmen,
journalists and even judges.

The police have so far
named six accused in the
case. Praneeth Rao, Addi-
tional SPs Thirupathanna
and Bhujanga Rao and for-
mer DCP P. Radha Kishan
Rao were arrested in the
case.

The police had last month
questioned former MLAs
Jaipal Yadavand Chirumarthi
Lingaiah in the phone tap-
ping case.

Last week, Telangana
High Court reserved the
orders on a bail petition
filed by Bhujanga Rao. It
also extended his interim
bail till December 30. The
public prosecutor had prayed
to the court to dismiss the
petition on the ground that
his ailments were not as
serious as claimed by him
and on this ground, he has
been out of prison for the
last four and half months.

The High Court also grant-
ed interim bail to retired
police officer Radhakishan
Rao for four days to attend
his father-in-law's death
anniversary rituals.

(Representational image)

Outgoing Governor Arif Mohammad
Khan bidsaheartfelt farewell to Kerala

ACHUTHANANDAN KUNIYIL
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
29 DECEMBER

Outgoing Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan left Kerala
bidding a farewell to the state
with heartfelt remarks that
Kerala would hold a special
placein hisheartand hisasso-
ciation with it is lifelong.
ArifMohammed Khan, who
left the Raj Bhavan at 11 am
onSunday, said he was extreme-
lygrateful forthelove, affection,
and support the people of the
state had shown to him
Beginninghis briefaddress
inMalayalam, Khansaid, "My
term as governor has ended.
But the relationship will con-
tinue. [t will be a lifelong rela-
tionship with Kerala. I am
extremely grateful for thelove,
affection, and supportthe peo-
ple of the state had shown to

me.lamleavingwith the most
beautiful memories of my
Keralalife. I will always remem-
ber you all. May all the best
come to everyone in Kerala.”

"There was no issue with
the government, except for
the matter concerning the uni-
versities," he said, adding, “I
wish the government all the
best. I hope they will work for
the welfare of people.”

Khan, who served as the
Kerala governor since 2019,
completed his five-year term
in the role on September 5,
2024. His tenure has been
marked by controversies and
conflicts. The LDF government
has been at loggerheads with
Khan over various issues.

Notably, Khan’sdeparture
waswithoutan official farewell
ceremony from theKeralagov-
ermnment. Neither ChiefMinister
Pinarayi Vijayan nor any of

his Cabinet colleagues turned
up to see him off. However,
the chief secretary and the
state police chiefhad come to
greet Governor Khan. State
Chief Secretary Sarada
Muraleedharan presented the
state government's memento
to Khan on Saturday.

Though an official farewell
tohim could notbe organised
owing to the state mourning
offormer Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh's death, the
absence of dignitaries from
the Cabineteven for aninformal
farewell to Khanwasnoticeable
inthebackdrop of theintense
governor-government rift in
Kerala over the last few years
.The send-off programme at
the Raj Bhavan was also can-
celled due to the declaration
ofaseven-daynational mourn-
ingfollowingthe death of Man-
mohan Singh.

Investigations onin Sandhya Theatre stampede case: Telangana DGP

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 29 DECEMBER

Investigations are on in the
4 December stampede at
Sandhya Theatre which
claimed thelife ofawoman
during the premiere show
of "Pushpa 2: The Rule" and
law would take its own
course, Telangana Director
General of Police Dr Jitender
said on Sunday.

The police chief's state-
ment came inresponse to a
query about the case against
actor Allu Arjun.

"Let us not talk about
this. A lot of things have
gone. The case is already
under investigation. The
court is also looking into

various aspects of the case.
It’s sub judice also," he said.

"Moreover, the law will
take its own course. This is
what I have to say. Nothing

more," the DGP added.

A 38-year-old woman was

killed and her eight-year-
old son was critically injured
during the premiere of the
movie at Sandhya Theatre
which was attended by actor
Allu Arjun.

Day after the stampede,
the police booked the theatre
management, Allu Arjun,
and his team for culpable
homicide notamounting to
murder.

Allu Arjun, who is named
accused number 11 in the
case, was arrested on 13
December. He was produced
before a city court, which
remanded him to 14-day
judicial custody.

The High Court granted
him interim bail the same
day. He was released from
Chanchalguda Jail the next
day.

As the 14-day judicial
remand period ended on
27 December, the actor
appeared before the Nam-
pally Court virtually.
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The courtadjourned the
hearing in the stampede
case to 10 January. The court
also adjourned the hearing
on his regular bail petition
to 30 December.

Aspart of the investigation
into the police, the police
interrogated Allu Arjun on
24 December. He was ques-
tioned for three hours at
Chikkadpally Police Station.

Meanwhile, on the sui-
cides of police personnel in

different parts of Telangana,
the DGP there may be several
reasons for the suicides. He
did not agree that work pres-
sure was the reason for the
suicides.

"There may be several
issues like financial issues,
family issues, emotional
issues, and personal
issues. I cannot say this
is happening because of
one issue. We can’t gen-
eralise that it is because

Day after the stam-
pede, the police
booked the theatre
management, Allu
Arjun, and his team
for culpable homicide
not amounting to
murder.

of work pressure. There
may be some cases of
work pressure also. I am
not saying no,” Dr Jitender
said.

The police chief said
they were responding to
the problem through an
internal mechanism. The
department has officers
who counsel employees
having family, emotional,
and financial issues.

"If we are unable to
handle the issue at the
department level, we take
the help of professional
counsellors," he said.

Year-Ender: LWE sawsignificant declinein
2024 asIndia setSIghts oneradicationby 2026

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

Theyear 2024 sawasignificant
decline in Maoist activities,
with the Central government
setting a deadline to finish off
Left-Wing Extremism (LWE)
byMarch 2026. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is learnt to
have asked the officials and
agencies responsible to tackle
this menace to expedite the
process. The Prime Minister
wants LWE to be wiped out
within the next 15 months.

In the month of October
thisyear, Union Home Minister
AmitShahreaffirmed the gov-
ernment's commitment to
eradicating LEW by 2026. As
the year draws to a close now,
the combination ofintensified

security operations, increased
infrastructure development,
and proactive social pro-
grammes signals that LWE is
nearing its end in India.
Despite the ongoing chal-
lenges in regions like Bastar
(Chhattisgarh) and the con-
tinued presence ofkeyleaders,
security forces with the gov-
ernment's support are on the
job to eliminate the menace
of LWE. Intelligence estimates
suggest that approximately
3,000 Maoists are still active,

predonnnantlymChhattlsgarh
However, LWE's grip on the
countryissteadilyweakening.
Thisyear, securityforcesmade
major breakthroughs in dis-
mantlingMaoists' strongholds
in the state of Chhattisgarh.
Regions like Abujmarh, once
aLWE-dominated pocket, now
see many families returning
to theirhomes. These families
had left their homes due to
threats by Maoists.

There are several camps of
security forces now in these
regions, instilling a sense of
confidence among the locals.
Inoneofthelargestoperations,
the Border Security Force (BSF)
eliminated 29 Maoists, including
top Maoistleader Shankar Rao,
in April. In October, another
majoroperationin Chhattisgarh

resulted in the killing of 31
Maoists, with no casualties on
the security forces' side.

The government's efforts
to curb Maoist violence have
shown impressive results.

Thenumberof LWE-affected
districts dropped significantly
from 126 in 2018 to just 38 in
2024.

Theviolencerelated to LWE
has decreased by 73 per cent
compared to 2010, with a
remarkable 86 per cent drop
in deaths. The reduction in
[LWE-related incidents continued
in 2024, with a 25 per cent
declinefrom the previousyear.

The government also allo-
cated Rs 4,350 crorefrom 2019
to 2024 to enhance security
and infrastructure in LWE-
affected areas.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NHAI invites tenders
for Telangana’s
Regional Ring Road

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 29 DECEMBER

The National Highways
Authority ofIndia (NHAI) has
invited tenders for the con-
struction of the northern part
of the Regional Ring Road
(RRR) in Telangana with a
total estimated cost of Rs
5,554.02 crore.

The northern part of the
RRR from Sangareddy to
Choutuppal willbe executed
in five packages.

The RRR's northern part
will be 161.518 km long. The
deadline for this four-lane,
access-controlled greenfield
regional expressway is two
years.

The NHAI had decided to
undertake this projectin Engi-
neering, Procurement, and

Construction (EPC) mode.
The maintenance period of
the project will be five years.

The projectwill be executed
in five packages. Package-1
is from Girmapur village at
Sangareddy to Reddipalle
(34.5km) and thisis estimated
to cost Rs 1,529.19 crore.

Package 2 from Reddipalle
to Islampur (26 km) will be
executedforRs1,114.8crore.
Package-3 from Islampur to
Pragnapur (23km) Rs 1,184.81
crore, Package-4 from Prag-
napur to Rayagiri (43 km) Rs
1,728.22 crore and Package-
5from Rayagiri village to Tan-
gadpalle village (35 km) Rs
1,547 crore. The Centre has
sanctioned Rs 7,104.06 crore
for RRR, whichisexpected to
be a "super game-changer"
for Telangana.

TENDER

Peoplearefed upwithboth
Cong and BJP:K Kavitha

AGENCIES
NIZAMABAD, 29 DECEMBER

Bharat Rashtra Samithi MLC
KKavithareceived awelcome
as she returned to her con-
stituency, Nizamabad, after
agap of 10 months. Speaking
tothe agencies, shelaunched
ascathingattackon the Con-
gress and BJP for neglecting
the region's development.

"There is absolutely no
talk of development and ful-
filment of promises by the
Congress government in
Nizamabad," Kavitha
remarked, adding that both
major national parties had
failed the people of Telan-
gana.

She pointed out the lack
of action from the BJP MP
from Nizamabad, saying: "
The BJP MP here has never
asked about Telangana in
Parliament, nor hashe done
any new development in
Telangana or Nizamabad."

She also slammed the
Congress governmentin the
state, accusingitofturninga
blind eye to the region's

needs. "People are fed up
withboth Congress and BJP,"
Kavithasaid. The BRSleader's
return was met with fervent
enthusiasm from her sup-
porters, with party workers
thronging the streets to greet
her. Kavitha, who is the daugh-
ter of Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao, has
been an active voice for her
party in the region.

Earlier thisweek, BRSMLC
Kalvakuntla Kavitha accused
the Congress governmentin
Telangana of functioning
under the BJP's influence,
alleging collusion between
the two parties to target
regional forces and suppress
opposition voices.

Addressing the media at
Telangana Bhavan, on Mon-
day, Kavitha highlighted a
pattern of political conspiracy.
She claimed thatrecent cases
against BRS Working President
K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) were
politicallymotivated and part
ofavendetta campaign orches-
trated after Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy met with BJP
leaders in Delhi.

UTTAR Banga Krishi
Viswavidyalaya, Pundibari,
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Rajnathcallson ArmedForcestoremain

alerttodeal withanykind ofthreats

The defenceminister described BRAmbedkarasan epitome of selflessservice, who dedlcated hislife forsocial equalityand empowerment

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

efence Minister

Rajnath Singh, on

Sunday, called

upon the Armed
Forces to continue keeping
avigilant eye on the current
geopolitical scenario, and
always remain alert and ready
to deal with any kind of
threats.

Singh’s alert to the Armed
Forces came during his visit
to the three premier training
institutes of the Indian Army-
Army War College (AWC),
Infantry School and Military
College of Telecommunica-
tion & Engineering (MCTE)
Madhya Pradesh’s Mhow.
He was accompanied by
Chief of the Army Staff General

Upendra Dwivediand other
senior officers of the Indian
Army.

Speaking on the occasion,
the defence minister com-
mended the courage and
vigilance of the Army per-
sonnel in safeguarding the
borders and ensuring national

security. “Your dedication
and devotion to duty are an
inspiration to all of us. It is
due to your hard work and
commitment that our country
and itsborders are becoming
increasingly secure and
strong,” he said.

Hesaid thatthe Narendra

Modi government’s aim is
to make India a developed
and self-reliant nation by
2047, and the Armed Forces
will play a crucial role in
achieving this goal. “You are
the protectors of our borders,
and the forerunners in nation
building. I am sure you will

The Narendra Modi government'’s aim is to make
India a developed and selfreliant nation by
2047, and the Armed Forces will play a crucial
role in achieving this goal, said Rajnath Singh

continue securing our borders
with courage and dedication,
and contribute in realising
the vision of Viksit Bharat
by 2047,” he added.

During his visit, Singh
was briefed by the Officiating
Commandant on the estab-
lishment of Advanced Incu-
bation and Research Centre
and the various MoUs towards
enabling absorption and
transformation of technolo-
gies.

He visited the Army Marks-
manship Unit to witness
their contribution towards
national sports. He also visited

the Infantry Museum, where
he was briefed on the history
of infantry as well as the
induction of modernised
equipmentinto the Infantry.
Earlier, Singh also visited
the Bhim Janm Bhoomi, a
memorial dedicated to Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar in
Mhow, and paid homage to
the Bharat Ratna and the
architect of the Indian con-
stitution at his birthplace.
He described Dr Ambed-
kar as an epitome of selfless
service, who dedicated his
life for social equality and
empowerment.

BJP has been criticising Manmohan Singh: Congress

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Sunday slammed
the BJP after it accused the
party of politicising the death
of former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, saying
those in the ruling dispen-
sation singing praises of Dr
Singh, have criticised him.

Attacking the ruling BJP,
Congress general secretary
in-charge of Communications
Jairam Ramesh said: “The
BJP criticised Dr Manmohan
Singh till date. Those who
arein power today, and have
been singing praises for him
for the last two days, they
should see what was his per-
sonality and how he had
worked.”

Recalling the contribution
of Singh, the key architect
of India’s economic liberal-
ization, the Congress MP
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said he made an immense
contribution to the nation
when he was the Finance
Minister.

He also credited him for
the country’s strong position
at the international level.

Ramesh said Dr Singh
was the epitome of humility,
peace, ability and gentleness,

who gave us all new hope.

Earlier, in the day BJP
leader Shehzad Poonawalla
accused the Congress of
indulgingin "low-level petty
politics" over the death of
the former Prime Minister.

He said those who are
raising the issue of "insult"
to Singh over his last rites,
forgot about the treatment
given to him when he was
alive.

Notably, Leader of Oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday accused
the BJP government of not
allocating a place for cre-
mation and memorial of
Singh, and called it an insult
to Singh.

Dr Singh, one of the most
renowned economists, passed
away at 9.51 pm at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in the
national Capital on Thursday
at the age of 92.
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Policeinspector suspendedin MP
over custodial death of Dalit man

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 29 DECEMBER

The inspector of a police
station has been suspended
with immediate effect after
the suspicious death of a
Dalit man inside the police
station and consequent protest
against the police by the
familymembers and vil lagers
of the deceased in the Dewas
district of Madhya Pradesh.
Theirate family members
alleged that the police were
demandingabribe toreduce
the severity of sections against
the man, who was brought
tothepolice station for ques-
tioning afterawomanlodged
a complaint against him.
The family of the deceased
levelled serious allegations
on police personnel accusing
them of murder. The police,

Sponsors

however, said the man tried
to commit suicide with his
gamcha (scarf) and the police
rushed him to a hospital
where the doctors declared
him dead.

The incident occurred
inside the Satwas police station
in Dewas districton Saturday
evening.

Accordingtoinformation,
the police brought the man,
Mukesh Longre (35), to the
police station for questioning
in connectionwith acomplaint
against him by a woman.
However, after a while, the
police informed his family
members about his death.
The enraged family accused
the police personnel of
demanding a bribe.

They also accused the
police personnel of murdering
Mukesh inside the police sta-
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tion. Alarge number of people
gathered outside the police
station and raised slogans.
The protest continued on
Sunday too.

On getting the information
about the incident, Dewas
SP Puneet Gehlotsuspended
Satwas police station in-
charge Ashish Rajput and
ordered a judicial probe
against him.

The Congress launched
an attack on the ruling BJP
and Chief Minister DrMohan
Yadav, who is also the home
minister. MP Congress chief
Jitu Patwarireached Satwas.
He alleged that there was
‘jungle raj’ in MP.

He said a Dalit man has
been ‘murdered’ inside a
police station and the home
minister of MP must take
responsibility for it.
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Maha CM asks CID to seize
properties of accused involved
in Beed Sarpanch murder case

" ‘ -,
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 29 DECEMBER

After an all-party protest
against the brutal murder of
Massajog Sarpanch Santosh
Deshmukh, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
has cracked the whip directing
the CID to seize properties
of the accused involved in
the ghastly incident.

The Crime Investigation
Department (CID) has already
taken over the investigation
into thekilling of Deshmukh,
and the directives to seize
the properties of the accused
were given late Saturday night.

CM Fadnavishas ordered
to immediately start the
process of confiscating the
properties of the accused and
also to cancel the licenses of
those whose photos with the
revolvers have gone viral on
social media.

He has given these direc-
tions to CID's Additional
Director General Prashant
Burde. The CM has also asked
the CID toreview the revolver
licenses thathave beenissued
so far and cancel them.

CM Fadnavis’ directives
come at a time when three
accused involved in abroad-
daylight murder of Santosh
Deshmukh are still abscond-
ing. Political parties, espe-
cially, the ruling BJP and

various organisations have
been strongly demanding
the immediate arrest of these
three absconding accused
and the mastermind in the
killing of Santosh Deshmukh.

So far 19 days have passed
since the murder of Santosh
Deshmukh but all accused
have not been arrested yet.
Dueto this, the atmosphere
has heated up. In Beed, an
Akrosh Morcha was taken
out by all party leaders on
Saturday demanding the
arrest of the accused. Cutting
across party lines, leaders
demanded the arrest of Valmi-
ki Karad who is reportedly a
close confidant of Food and
Civil Supplies Minister
Dhananjay Munde. Thelead-
ers cited that the police have
to arrest Karad who is one
of the accused in the extortion
case and also allegedly linked
to the murder of Deshmukh.

NCPlegislator and former
Minister Prakash Solanke
demanded that Dhananjay
Munde be relieved from his
ministerial post till the ongo-
ing investigations are com-
pleted by the special inves-
tigation team and judicial
commission into the killing
of Santosh Deshmukh and
also into the deteriorating
law and order and rising
extortion cases in Beed
district.
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Getting ready

India’s defence sector is undergoing a pivotal trans-

formation with the Ministry of Defence launching a

detailed review of tri-service procurement priorities.
This initiative, driven by an urgent need to address capa-
bility gaps across the Army, Navy, and Air Force, reflects
a strategic shift from piecemeal solutions to a more holis-
tic, problem-solving approach. The Indian Air Force, oper-
ating with just 31 squadrons against a sanctioned strength
of 42, epitomises the urgency. Its fighter fleet faces acute
shortages, exacerbated by delays in delivering indigenous
platforms like the Tejas MK1A and the stalled Multi-Role
Fighter Aircraft (MRFA) programme. These delays hinder
operational readiness and compromise India’s ability to
counter emerging threats. Similarly, the Navy’s critical
needs ~ submarines, helicopters, and an additional aircraft
carrier ~ remain unmet, while the Army grapples with the
need to modernise tanks, drones, and munitions. Despite
the presence of established mechanisms like the Defence
Acquisition Council and Defence Acquisition Procedure,
procurement processes often stall due to procedural com-
plexities and lack of alignment among stakeholders.
Recognising this, the Ministry has initiated a consultative
exercise involving service chiefs, the Defence Research
and Development Organisation, and other key officials.
This step underscores the need for a solutions-driven
mind-set that prioritises outcomes over bureaucracy. The
dual challenge of addressing immediate operational re-
quirements while promoting indigenous manufacturing
adds another layer of complexity. The push for self-
reliance under initiatives like “Make in India” is laudable,
yet delays in delivery timelines and quality control remain
persistent challenges. A balanced approach ~ leveraging
global partnerships for critical capabilities while str-
engthening domestic defence production ~ is essential.
India’s defence modernisation also suffers from the shad-
ow of past controversies. Political disputes over procure-
ment decisions have deterred officials from taking bold
steps, often leading to indecision. Breaking this cycle
requires insulating procurement processes from political
interference and fostering a culture of accountability.
Looking forward, a few key steps can ensure the success
of this initiative. First, prioritisation must be clear and
aligned with strategic goals, focusing on critical capabi-
lities like fighter jets, submarines, and drones. Secondly,
enforcing accountability through technology-driven track-
ing systems can reduce delays. Thirdly, enhancing trans-
parency in decision-making, while protecting sensitive
details, can rebuild trust in the procurement process.
India’s security environment demands a military that is
agile, well-equipped, and future-ready. The current review
process is an opportunity to address systemic inefficien-
cies and set a roadmap for sustainable modernisation.
With focused leadership and collaborative efforts, this
exercise could redefine India’s defence procurement strat-
egy, ensuring that the armed forces are not only prepared
for present challenges but also for the evolving threats of
the future. The time to act decisively is now. By addressing
capability gaps, expediting procurement, and fostering
self-reliance, India can build a robust ecosystem that safe-
guards its sovereignty and advances its strategic as-
pirations. In an increasingly hostile neighbourhood, this
is an imperative.

Touching the Sun

he Sun, the fiery heart of our solar system, has fas-

cinated humanity for centuries. Despite the progress

of modern science, many of its secrets remain locked
away, particularly the mysteries of its outer atmosphere,
the corona. NASA’s Parker Solar Probe’s record-breaking
journey to within 3.8 million miles of the Sun marks a
monumental step toward unravelling these enigmas,
demonstrating both technological prowess and the endur-
ing human drive to explore the unknown. One of the mis-
sion’s most intriguing aspects is its focus on the corona,
a region hotter than the Sun’s surface itself. While the
Sun's surface temperature is about 6,000°C, the corona
can reach millions of degrees. This counterintuitive phe-
nomenon, where a region farther from the Sun’s core is
exponentially hotter, has perplexed scientists for decades.
The Parker Solar Probe’s unprecedented proximity to the
Sun offers the possibility of gathering data that may finally
provide answers. The mission also seeks to decode the
mechanics of the solar wind, the continuous stream of
charged particles emitted from the corona. These particles
shape the space weather that directly impacts Earth. From
dazzling auroras to disruptions in power grids and satellite
communications, the solar wind’s influence is immense.
Understanding its origin and behaviour is not just a matter
of scientific curiosity but of practical necessity for a world
increasingly reliant on technology. The success of the
probe is a testament to human ingenuity. Enduring tem-
peratures nearing 1,800°F (980°C) and radiation levels that
would incapacitate most electronics, the spacecraft relied
on an advanced heat shield and innovative design to sur-
vive. Moreover, its record-breaking speed of 430,000 mph
underscores the immense gravitational forces it navigated.
This achievement highlights the precision and resilience
of modern engineering. Beyond the technical feats, the
mission serves as a reminder of the importance of basic
scientific inquiry. As we focus on addressing immediate
challenges on Earth, such as climate change and resource
scarcity, missions like the Parker Solar Probe underscore
the value of long-term exploration. Understanding the
Sun's dynamics is vital for forecasting and mitigating
space weather effects, which have the potential to impact
our interconnected world significantly. The Parker Solar
Probe represents more than just a leap in solar science; it
embodies humanity’s unyielding curiosity and capacity
for innovation. By venturing into the Sun’s outer atmos-
phere, it is not only bringing us closer to understanding
our star but also paving the way for future explorations
of extreme environments. In an era where science often
battles for recognition amid other global priorities, the
probe’s success is a shining example of why investing in
exploration matters. It is a bold reminder that our quest
to understand the cosmos is as much about answering
fundamental questions as it is about preparing for a sus-
tainable future on Earth.
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Glory of Womanhood

sarada was not known beyond a small circle of her close associates during her
husband’s lifetime. No male follower of her husband saw her face. She was self-
effacing and shy. Moreover, the stringent social norms for a married Brahmin
woman did not permit her to mix with others outside her caste. She did not
have the minimum access to formal education because of the restrictions in
force against women'’s education then, particularly in rural areas. In this way,
she virtually lived an incarcerated life

ri Ramakrishna commis-

sioned his spouse Sri Sara-

da Devi to carry his spiri-

tual legacy forward. He
was the prophet of the new age.
He first realized and then offered
a religion suited to the modern
world. Sarada witnessed inti-
mately what that religion was
and how he gave it by examples
at every movement of his life.

Likewise, Ramakrishna, too,
thoroughly scanned her to find
out how pure and powerful she
was under the guise of an unas-
suming ordinary woman and
how surely capable of bearing
the brunt he wished to lay on
her. They knew each other like
the palms of their hands. There-
fore, there was a clear understa-
nding between them regarding
their joint responsibility to show
The Light towards Peace.

Hence, they peculiarly de-
emed themselves equal. It was
notably more peculiar to Sara-
da’s conduct to have accepted
this as correct, being a woman
of such a period when a married
woman would have imagined it
a blasphemy to consider herself
of the same status as her hus-
band. To be able to comprehend
the true significance and import
of the nuances of her husband’s
spiritual practices and accom-
plishments spoke of another of
Sarada’s astonishing peculiari-
ties that established her absol-
ute right to become his spiritual
consort to do his work without
any hesitation or dithering.

Sarada’s amazing rise from
a disciple and wife of Ramakr-
ishna to his spiritual height did-
n’t happen by any slip-shod
means. It happened in conse-
quence of her silent, serene, sus-
tained prayers and austerities in
the seclusion of the Purdah. Her
heart and mind flowed inces-
santly in quiet contemplation
steadily to trances, away from
public gaze, which endowed her
with a celestial Peace. “Instead
of luxuriating in the enjoyment
of inner peace, (she) worked till
the last moment of her life to
transmit that peace to others.”
She also gave the secret of hav-
ing peace to us. She said: “If you
want peace, do not find fault
with others. Rather see your
own faults. Learn to make the
world your own. No one is a
stranger, my child; the whole
world is your own.” She palpa-
bly demonstrated this secret at
every moment in her life.

Sarada was not known bey-
ond a small circle of her close
associates during her husband’s
lifetime. No male follower of her
husband saw her face. She was
self-effacing and shy.

Moreover, the stringent
social norms for a married Brah-
min woman did not permit her
to mix with others outside her
caste. She did not have the min-
imum access to formal educa-
tion because of the restrictions
in force against women’s educa-
tion then, particularly in rural
areas. In this way, she virtually
lived an incarcerated life.

But then, she was too sharp
and receptive, because of which
she easily learnt by hearing and
watching her husband who
taught her every detail of house-
hold work and how to still remi-
an detached from it, attaching
the mind to God relentlessly.
She found her husband by no
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Air strikes

SIR, This refers to today's report
“Pakistani airstrikes killed 46 peo-
ple in eastern Afghanistan, says
Taliban,” in The Statesman. Pak-
istan, notorious for sponsoring
cross-border terrorism, is itself
feeling the terror heat and mak-
ing desperate moves. Pakistan’s

means dogmatic or exclusive.
With her elevated common
sense she internalized every-
thing for which Ramakrishna
lived. “Therefore, today, she is a
model for householders and
world renouncing monks.”

Sarada covertly grew to be
modern in thought and percep-
tion in spite of her traditional
demeanour of extreme simplic-
ity. She wore no slippers or stit-
ched clothes and slept on a mat
on the floor. She woke up much
before sunrise and sat in medi-
tation, after finish-

suited to the present age. She
said she was ‘mother of all’,
whether saint or sinner. She gra-
cefully gave mantras to sanya-
sins, and sanyasa to brahma-
charins. Her motherhood knew
no distinctions. It was her forte
where she did not brook the slig-
htest encroachment, not even
her husband’s.

Above all, Sarada took the
reins of the Ramakrishna Order
in her hand. She didn’t even al-
low Swamiji to do things which
she thought were incorrect.

Everyone in the

ing her bath. The
whole day she did
back-breaking lab-
our by serving her
husband and co-
oking for his gues-
ts, who came with-
out notice until
late at night. None
other than two or
three widows who
guarded her from
trespassers knew
how she managed
them quietly. She
was never unhap-
py about that hard
life. She said her heart was al-
ways full of joy like a pitcher full
of water.

Her husband worshipped
her and let her realize that she
was Divine Mother, as a result
of which she consciously acted
as the mother of the universe.
Her husband saw Kali in her,
and she also saw Kali in him.
Both were in that way confirmed
of their Divine non-difference.
Sarada affirmed this by worship-
ping herself, placing her photo
beside Ramakrishna’s on an al-
tar. To a few of her spiritually
mature disciples she revealed
her divine aspect. These novel-
ties evidently made her modern
amidst the traditional saints. So,
their lives and works were rec-
ognized as Divine Plays, which
were seen as directly proportio-
nal to and complimentary with
one another.

It was only when her hus-
band passed away that she step-
ped out in public. Earlier, no
one had even seen her photo-
graph. Now she freely visited
places and took it upon herself
to discharge the duty her hus-
band had allotted her. She initi-
ated both men and women from
all castes as well as from other
races with no reservations. She
‘deepened’ the faith of her dis-
ciples in Ramakrishna’s teach-
ing of the validity of all religions
for realizing God, as the one

SANDARSHANANANDA

The writer is associated
with Ramakrishna Mission
Ashrama, Narendrapur

Order was at her
beck and call. Each
was under her pro-
tective care. Ben-
ign scolding some-
times issued from
her for correction,
but not a single
word of condem-
nation ever. Hers
was a voice of rea-
son and righteous-
ness, difficult to
ignore.

On the other
hand, her dealings
with people and
society were unprecedented for
any woman during that period
of Indian history. She was overt-
ly denying communal differ-
ences, dearly treating men and
women of other communities as
her own children.

She was feeding them and
sometimes eating with them as
well in her house without the
fear of being ostracized. She
went to the extent of letting for-
eign ladies stay with her, for
which she was even ready to
part with the company of
upper-caste close devotes
who disliked it. She strongly
advocated girl’s education
despite the opposition of bigot-
ed conservative Hindus. She
opened a primary school in her
village where no provision of
education for poor children was
available.

She dug a tube-well there
for clean drinking water, after
observing people drinking con-
taminated pond water. For irri-
gation purposes, she sought
Government help to dig a canal
from the nearest rivulet.

For 34 years she, thus, con-
tinuously worked for the tempo-
ral and spiritual welfare of
mankind with a pragmatic, pro-
gressive and modern outlook,
fulfilling her husband’s expecta-
tion from her.

She set a perfect example of
how to translate his teachings in
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practice effectively, which was a
clear illustration of practical
Vedanta. Her followers are now
forming organizations to work
in her fashion, emulating the
Vedantic religion and philoso-
phy she reflected in her day-to-
day behaviour and activity in the
simplest terms.

For instance, there is an
organization in Coventry, Eng-
land called ‘Sarada Vedanta
Society’ where people are being
educated giving primacy to her
life and teachings. As its name
indicates, so also its shrine,
where her photograph is placed
in the middle, instead of Ra-
makrishna’s, shifting from tra-
dition.

The appeal of Sarada Devi
increased by and by. She was at
last out of her husband’s shad-
ow. People of all walks of life
thronged for her blessings and
guidance. She became leg-
endary for her divine character,
love and affection. Even after
almost 125 years of her depar-
ture, the intensity of her attrac-
tion remains sky high. It was
observed that a conspicuous
awakening was occurring
among women everywhere with
her advent.

Marking this, Swami Vive-
kananda’s brother disciple and
the second president of the
Ramakrishna Order, Swami
Shivananda said: “Holy Mother
(Sarada Devi) assumed a
human body to awaken the
womanhood of the entire world.
Don’t you see, since her advent,
what an amazing awakening
has set in among the women of
the world? They are now
resolved to build up their lives
gracefully and advance in all
directions. A very surprising
renaissance is swaying women
in the fields of spirituality, poli-
tics, science, literature, etc. And
more will come. This is the play
of the Divine Power. Ordinary
mortals cannot understand this
mystery.”

Swamiji believed Sarada
Devi was born to revive the glory
of womanhood. He said “mak-
ing her nucleus, once more will
Gargis and Maitreyis be born
into the world”. He planned to
start an organization for this
purpose, in which she would be
‘the central figure’. Keenly stu-
dying her personality, Sister
Nivedita wrote: “In her, one sees
realized that wisdom and sweet-
ness to which the simplest of
women may attain. And yet, to
myself the stateliness of her
courtesy and great open mind
are almost as wonderful as her
sainthood. I have never known
her hesitate, in giving utterance
to large and generous judge-
ment, however new or complex
might be the question put
before her.”

Anyone can see the far re-
aching and magnifying impact
of her life (22 December 1853-
20 Junel920) of 67 years in
modern times. Today, she is
dear to everyone who knows
about her. Her sublime matri-
archal influence is transforming
countless minds, cutting across
castes, communities, countries
and the fallen. She said: “I am
the mother of the wicked, as I
am the mother of the virtuous.
Never fear. Whenever you are in
distress, just say to yourself, ‘I
have a mother.””
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Warnings on
South Korea's
plunging
potential growth

outh Korea'’s political landscape

has plunged into one of its worst

crises in years following the sit-

ting president’s sudden declara-
tion of martial law and attempt to inca-
pacitate the National Assembly. His
efforts have all failed, resulting in his
impeachment by the parliament and
likely removal from power before the
natural end of his term.

The severe political deadlock has
pushed the country’s economy,
already under pressure from various
domestic and external challenges,
deeper into a tailspin. Economic play-
ers ranging from the government and
corporations to households and
investors find themselves with little
choice but to stand still.

This politics-induced economic
crisis is set to persist for several mon-
ths, regardless of whether the Consti-
tutional Court upholds or rejects par-
liament’s impeachment motion agai-
nst the president within 180 days. This
crisis comes at a particularly bad time,
as the external conditions facing South
Korea’s trade-reliant economy are
becoming increasingly unfavorable.

Meanwhile, China South Korea’s
closest trade and business partner is
facing increasingly restrictive trade
policies from the incoming US admin-
istration, even as it continues to strug-
gle with its long-standing, homegrown
economic challenges, such as falling

IRl The Korea Herald

productivity and increased debt.
Reflecting these worsening conditions,
the governor of the Bank of Korea
warned last week that this year’s eco-
nomic growth would likely fall short of
its revised projection of 2.2 percent,
which was adjusted down from an ear-
lier forecast of 2.4 percent just weeks
ago. Gov. Rhee Chang-yong also cau-
tioned during his parliamentary testi-
mony that downside risks threaten the
latest growth projection for 2025, set
at 1.9 percent. He urged the govern-
ment and parliament to consider draft-
ing a supplementary budget bill for
next year to support the economy and
pledged to adjust the timing of the next
interest rate cut accordingly.

It is encouraging that South Kore-
an economic policymakers are calling
for and committing to all-out efforts to
minimize the adverse effects of the
political deadlock and deteriorating
external conditions before Asia’s
fourth-largest economy risks slipping
into an unrecoverable abyss.

However, a report by the Bank of
Korea, also released last week, sounded
an even graver alarm by highlighting
that it is no longer time to focus solely
on short-term growth. Titled “Our
Economy’s Potential Growth Rate and
Future Projection,” the report warned
that South Korea’s potential growth
rate is falling rapidly and is projected
to drop below 1 percent within the
next two decades.

The potential growth rate of an
economy refers to the speed at which
a country's economy can grow over
time while using its resources such as
workers, technology and capital effi-
ciently and sustainably. It shows how
much the economy could expand in a
sustainable manner without causing
problems like high inflation.

South Korea’s potential growth
rate was estimated as high as around
5 percent in the early 2000s, but has
since dropped to just above 3 percent
a decade later. It is now projected to
fall further to around 2 percent by the
middle of the current decade.

It is widely understood that an
economy’s growth rate tends to
decline as it matures. Moreover, South
Korea’s economically active popula-
tion those aged 15 to 64 has been
shrinking since the late 2010s, which
means economic output will inevitably
expand more slowly than before.

airstrikes have killed around 50
people, mostly women and chil-
dren, in eastern Afghanistan, a
couple of days after its security
forces gunned down 11 suspected
terrorists in the restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.

The airstrikes have exposed
Pakistan’s duplicity. They were
carried out hours after its special
representative for Afghanistan
visited Kabul to discuss ways to
improve ties. It is apparent that
Islamabad is paying lip service to
resolving the dispute through
diplomatic means.

This strategy can have dan-
gerous consequences for the
region, with the Afghan govern-
ment warning that it would not
leave this “cowardly act unan-
swered”. The Balakot-style
airstrikes might be a ploy of the
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establishment to rebuild the She-
hbaz Sharif government's public
image. Another trigger could be
the growing closeness between
the Taliban and the Indian gov-

BALANCE NEEDED

ernment that has clearly annoyed
Pakistan. In any case, Islamabad
needs to brace itself for a fierce
retaliation not only from the Tal-
iban but also from the TTP. India,

a victim of terrorism for decades,
must keep a close eye on the
developments.
Yours, etc., N Sadhasiva Reddy,
Bengaluru, 26 December.

SIR, The Central Government’s decision to scrap the no-detention policy in the schools it governs
marks a significant shift in the approach to elementary education. Under the new framework, students
of Central schools in classes V and VIII who fail their exams will now face re-examinations and, if nec-
essary, be held back. The shift is geared towards promoting accountability and elevate learning results.
Around 20 states and UTs have already scrapped the no-detention policy.

Apparently, the implementation of the no-detention rule under the right to primary education
has, over the academic sessions, faced criticism for diluting academic rigour and fostering complacency
among students and educators alike. Year after year, various surveys and reports have highlighted
alarming gaps in the basic literacy and numeracy outcomes of students. The fall in the academic stan-
dards expected of them does necessitate reform. But education reform must strike a balance between
academic excellence and inclusivity. It is not enough to abandon old policies; we must also invest in
a framework that enables every child to thrive. It should not come at the expense of a child’s self-

esteem or access to education.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, Kolkata, 25 December.
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Product eco-labelling
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

DISAPPOINTMENT in Germany

must be streamlined

GOVIND SINGH
AND VAMIKA MITTAL

he Delhi Government has

decided to use energy-effi-

cient cooling devices in all its

offices and buildings. The
move comes as a step to save energy
and curb the rising demand of elec-
tricity. Once approved, all depart-
ments of the Delhi Government will
use only 5-star rated air conditioners
and other cooling devices. The star-
rating of electrical devices is an eco-
label that makes green initiatives like
these possible.

The star-rating of electrical
devices was introduced under the
Energy Conservation Act, 2001,
through the setting up of a Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE). The BEE
assesses electrical products and rates
them on a scale of 1 to 5 stars, with
higher ratings indicating greater ener-
gy efficiency and lower running costs.
The Delhi Government expects to
save up to 3,042 units of electricity
and Rs. 29,000 per AC each year by
using 5-star rated cooling devices.

Eco-labelling of products helps
consumers know how environmental-
ly friendly one product is compared
to others in the same category. The
overall environmental impact of prod-
ucts is assessed by a third party; this
allows eco-conscious consumers to
make unbiased purchase decisions.
Moreover, eco-labelling encourages
manufactures to transition towards
environment-friendly production
since the entire life cycle of a product
- from its manufacturing to its dispos-
al - is assessed during eco-labelling.
The concept of eco-labelling has been
around for more than two decades.
The World Summit on Sustainable
Development 2002, held in Rio de
Janeiro, identified the need for such
“effective, transparent, verifiable,
non-misleading and non-discrimina-
tory consumer information tools.”

Growing consumer awareness

about environmental impacts of man-
ufacturing and production has creat-
ed demand for eco-friendly products,
and for eco-labels. The BEE star-rat-
ing is one such eco-label and is spe-
cific to the electrical appliances seg-
ment. Many eco-labels exist today but
there is a need for streamlining and
optimizing them across all segments.
More and more people are now rec-
ognizing the benefits of buying green
products for both the environment
and their own well-being. Green con-
sumerism is rising, with customers
actively seeking eco-friendly options
beginning with biodegradable pack-
aging, reusable bags and recyclable
plastic. Green consumers are interest-
ed in buying products that are ethi-
cally produced, do not waste water

and energy during manufacturing, do
not cause pollution and are focused
on sustainability and the circular
economy.

Consumer awareness about
green products is increasing. There is
thus an increasing need for compre-
hensive, reliable and unambiguous
eco-labelling of all available consumer
products. In India, the overarching,
government-regulated eco-label is
called Ecomark. The Ecomark Scheme
was first introduced in 1991 as a vol-
untary eco-certification programme.
Ecomark is different from BEE’s star-
rating in that it has wider scope and
covers a wide range of product cate-
gories including food, textiles, house-
hold goods and personal care prod-
ucts. Another key difference is that

Ecomark assesses the entire lifecycle
(holistic environmental impact) of the
products while BEE’s star-rating
focuses on energy use and consump-
tion.

A quick analysis of the Ecomark
Scheme shows it to be highly unpop-
ular. Its logo, the earthen pot, is rare
to find on any product in the market-
place. In its absence, green consumers
are relying on other eco-labels with
narrow scope such as BEE’s star-rat-
ing, chasing arrows, organic certifica-
tion and informal notation on pack-
aging such as “Recyclable”. The latter
are often not reliable which discour-
ages motivated green consumers.

Recently, the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) has notified Ecomark Rules

2024, replacing the Ecomark Scheme
of 1991. The fresh impetus is due to
the ongoing Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment) of the MoEFCC which
uses green nudging as a tool for pro-
moting green choices. Reviving the
Ecomark eco-label is thus a much
needed pre-requisite for the success
of Mission LiFE.

Implementation of Ecomark
Rules 2024 must begin by analyzing
the factors behind the unpopularity
of the earlier Ecomark Scheme. The
Ecomark Rules 2024 continue to make
it a voluntary initiative; it is up to
manufacturers to decide if they want
to take part in eco-labelling. Making
participation mandatory, at least in
some product categories, will certain-
ly strengthen Ecomark eco-labelling
and will also have long-term environ-
mental benefits.

It also needs to be assessed if the
Ecomark eco-label should continue to
be implemented in a Yes/No mode
allowing only eco-friendly products to
display the eco-label, or should it
adopt a BEE like rating system. After
all, a rating system not only guides
consumer choices but also increases
competition among manufacturers to
improve performance and obtain
higher ratings.

In addition, Ecomark should be
made flexible to accommodate exist-
ing green ratings as well as upcoming
green ratings like the Right to Repair
rating of products. The growing inter-
est of consumers in green products
underscores the need for a reliable
eco-label that simplifies their choices.
With streamlined implementation,
Ecomark has the potential to become
a unified, transparent label for
enabling consumers to make impact-
ful, informed decisions for a sustain-
able planet.

(The writers are, respectively, an associate
professor and a student at the Jindal School of
Environment & Sustainability, O.P. Jindal Global
University, Haryana, India.)

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

The strange use of yawbones

n the wealthiest museum of the

world, Getty, there is a remark-

able work by the Dutch painter,

Salomon de Bray, of Samson the
strongman, holding the jawbone of an
ass with which he supposedly killed a
thousand Philistines. This is the story
of how the Philistines are killing us
now, without many of us even notic-
ing it.

‘Jawboning’ has now become a
verb, meaning talking or persuading
in order to gain an advantage.
Strangely, it has evolved to mean
something sinister. It means wrongly
using official power to influence pri-
vate action. Most clearly, when an
authority forces the press to follow the
official line. Or to keep a discreet
silence when it should speak out.

We all cry hoarse about democ-
racy but how we practice it varies
wildly. Every country has elections to
anoint the leaders; every country has
a parliament (in the US, it has the
erotic name of Congress) to make
laws; and every country has courts to
make sure the laws are obeyed by
everyone.

How then Navalny, a law-abiding
patriot, can be jailed the moment he
enters Russia and kept jailed and
eventually killed without a fair trial?
How come Erdogan, a supposedly
progressive leader of Turkey and a
NATO stalwart, can purge the military
and civil service of all but yes-men?
Why do hundreds rot in prisons in
Hungary, Belarus and India for the
flimsiest charge of ‘anti-state’ activity?
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Should the interned consider them-
selves lucky that their houses have not
been bulldozed, as in India, making
their families homeless, or they are
not summarily shot, as 6000 were in
Duterte’s Philippines?

The first step in any campaign to
debauch democracy is the destruction
of the Fourth Estate. The press must
be gagged, because people must not
know that they are being systemati-
cally stripped of their rights. More
important, they must be hoodwinked
into believing that their life is getting

better, their society is being enriched.
This is the essence of jawboning: mis-
leading people into thinking that their
interests are being served by surrep-
titious bullying by government offi-
cials. How is this done?

Let us say your government
decides to pass a new law that each
person has to prove his citizenship
with documents, the idea being to
take away the citizenship of some
unwanted members of a minority
group, like the Uighurs in China or
Rohingyas in Myanmar. You don’t
think it is right and want to organize
a protest meeting. You want to book

a hall and invite people you know.
After all, it is your right to have such
a meeting and it is your duty to raise
other people’s awareness. To your
surprise, you find that most halls are
not available to you. Most owners say
their halls are already booked. One
owner you know well confides that he
has been ‘advised’ not to encourage
you.

Somehow you and your friends
find a small hall in another part of the
city and pay an advance to reserve it.
When you arrive for the meeting with
your friends, however, you find a
posse of cops guarding the entrance
and telling you to go home. When you
and some of your eager friends refuse
to leave, suddenly appear some goons
with sticks who start attacking your
group. The next day the papers report
on some ‘trouble-makers’ who creat-
ed an unwelcome ‘disturbance.’ They
refer to you, not the goons.

Outraged, you visit the office of a
major newspaper to ask about the
misreporting. The chief reporter tells
you that the report is fully authenti-
cated by many observers. A junior
reporter, who was in school with your
son, takes you aside and tells you that
the local party boss had come the pre-
vious day and told the editor what the
report should contain. Your son then
tells you that some students in the
university also wanted to protest, but
the police was there to stop the gath-
ering and arrest the student leaders.

The junior reporter came to
advise you not to try for a meeting any

more; otherwise, you would
encounter physical violence aided by
cops. His paper, he said, dare not
report the facts because it is heavily
dependent on government advertise-
ment for revenue.

In the evening news on televi-
sion, the anchor talks of a distur-
bance and explains that the police
had to take strong steps to prevent a
‘treacherous’ group from starting a
riot. The camera did not seem to
catch any of the stick-wielding goons.
The anchor also interviews later a
minister who speaks of the vital
importance of the citizenship law
and the urgency of weeding out
‘seditious’ aliens pretending to be
citizens of the land.

Two of your friends who had
joined you for the meeting came to
tell you that both of their bosses called
them and counseled them against
participating in ‘extremist’ political
gatherings. If reflected badly, they
said, on the company’s reputation.

You realized that your idea of
raising awareness on a national issue
was considered anti-national and
anything else you try — such as
explaining your point of view — would
have serious consequences. There is
the government and there are the gov-
ernment officials. But they are not on
your side. Rather, you need to be on
their side. You have been jawboned.

(The writer is a US-based international
development advisor and had worked with
the World Bank. He can be reached at
mnandy@gmail.com)
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ACROSS 12 Moving rapidly, or the Hindenburg? (10) capital (5) (9)
stuck when grabbed 25 Husband follows 4 Teaches nonsense if 15 Against hollow man
1 Split, or stick by foot (4) peculiar scent or ideas only partly and Tory cavorting?
together, being 13 Sides with, or switches horrible smell (6) recalled (7) That’ s self-
caught with time off before saying 26 Bold, or at first lostin 5 Stupidly refuse to contradictory (9)
(6) “cheerio” (6,2) terrible perdition (8) accept bottomless 18 Become worn down,
5 Radar perhaps 16 Wasn™t mad about 27 It has the same shape ego (7) or endure topic of
surprisingly protected type of string sounds as Moorish palace’s 6 Suggest, or reject, flip desultory
after power cut (8) from banjo, maybe (6) first construction (8) of coin elsewhere (4,3) conversation (7)
9 Permit, or penalise, 17 After a short time, 28 Leave (or again join) 7 One of the limits of 19 Add or take away new
criminal actions? Not gained back regime restricting canteen: very small gaudy covering (7)
at first (8) unimpressive catch (6) society (6) plate for breakfast 20 Nuclear device's
10 Hide, or show, Native 19 Member wearing cereal (9) designer about to be
American between man’s clothes (8) DOWN 8 Supervision (or demoted (7)
two poles (6) 21 Look for someone at 2 In Mali, a natural neglect) of deliveries, 23 Removes or supplies
11 Rifle protecting a one s own level, or climber (5) given stated location (9) kernels (5)
revolutionary, or an higher? (4) 3 Sent up a Roman 14 Parisian can work 24 Seeing all but not the
officer (10) 22 Skill of crew aboard Catholic to state before | briefly return top of the cake (5)
NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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over the prospective postponement of
the evacuation of Cologne is naturally
strong, more especially in quarters where
Lord Curzon's statement on the subject
came as a complete surprise. Represen-
tations have already been made at Paris,
and the facts on which the decision is
based are hotly challenged. It is unfortu-
nate, to say the least, that the intimation
should have been made to Germany in a
roundabout fashion. The German Gov-
ernment is held up to the world as a
defaulter, with apparently no previous
private or

formal communication. Berlin has
already retorted. The French Govern-
ment has been informed that if the terms
of the Treaty are not observed it will be
difficult if not impossible to form a Cab-
inet to carry out the Dawes plan. This is
likely to make little impression on the
French Foreign Office, even under the
present regime, for M. Herriot cannot
disregard the strong French sentiment
on the subject of security. But should the
German utterance turn out to be more
than a diplomatic move the position will
be serious. The Dawes plan is the one
device yet found for promoting peace
and understanding in Western Europe,
and if anger in Germany leads to its
abandonment, relations with France will
be bitterer than ever.

S, NEWS ITEMS
THE NEXT WAR

"ATROCIOUS BEYOND
COMPREHENSION"

LIMITATION in the US of war-time
aircraft is urged in the report of the
National Advisory Committee for Aero-
nautics, to be submitted to Congress
through President Coolidge. This report
predicts the use of gas, disease germs,
and powerful explosives indiscriminately
against defenceless cities, through scien-
tific progress in the art of destruction.
Any future war, says the report, will be
mostly in the air, and the methods
employed will be atrocious and terrible
beyond comprehension.

The report points particularly to the
possibility of spreading pestilence
through cities and argues that a nation
with its back to the wall cannot be
expected to forgo desperate means.

MENACING EPIDEMIC

DEADLY NEW DISEASE IN
THE EAST

A TOTALLY, new disease which kills
in six cases out of ten, and in a very few
days, has broken out as an epidemic in
Japan and doctors fear that it is spreading
throughout the East.

It was at first mistakenly diagnosed
as acute meningitis and later as "sleepy
sickness."

Many deaths have been reported to
the Health Organisation of the League of
Nations by the Tokyo Government.

The most remarkable facts about this
new disease are its very high fatality rate,
the suddenness of the attack and the
rapidity with which it develops, death tak-
ing place within five to ten days. Most of
the persons affected were over 50 years
of age.

TIGER SHIKAR

LARGEST EVER SHOT IN
KUMSI JUNGLES

(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.)

COLONEL J. COATES, Agent of the
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway, and Mr.
A. Khan, Agent of the Mysore Railways at
Shimoga, have shot two tigers in the
Kumsi jungles during the last few days,
one of which has been identified as that
which mauled the late Rev. E. O. Jervis.
A missing claw had previously been
found in the jungle, and this tiger also
bore an old wound. It is said to be the
largest ever shot there. The District Mag-
istrate of Shimoga has raised the Govern-
ment reward of Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 for the
destruction of the man-eater still doing
damage in the Kudergere taluk of that
district.

The Hon. Mr. Barton and Mrs. Bar-
ton, with Mr. A. N. L. Cater, his secretary
and Major Allen of the Brigade Staff and
Mrs. Allen has gone to a shikar camp not
far from this district, and a tiger shoot
has been arranged for them.

"GOODBYE" TO OFFICE

LORD DERBY DECLINES
THE CABINET

LORD Derby, presiding at the Lan-
cashire Division of the National Union
of Conservative and Unionist Associa-
tions at Manchester, said "Some of my
friends tell me that, had it not been for
my express wish, Mr. Baldwin would
have asked me to join his Cabinet.
(Cheers.) I want to tell you, therefore,
why it was my wish that I should not go
to the Cabinet, for the fear, it may be
thought that I have any feeling of resent-
ment, or that there is any lack of loyalty
in me towards the Premier. I shall
endeavour to the best of my ability to
assist the Government with whole-heart-
ed loyalty, saying 'goodbye' probably for-
ever to office, with no feeling of resent-
ment and no feeling of regret.”
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PM Modi callsforunityat

Mahakumbh, end to hatred

‘The specialty of the Mahakumbhisnotonlyinitsvastness, itisalsoinitsdiversity’

NIKHIL VYAS
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

rime Minister Naren-
draModion Sunday
termed the upcoming
Mahakumbh as the
"Mahakumbh of unity" and
urged people to participate
in the mega event with a
resolve to remove the feeling
of division and hatred in the

society.
Talking about the
Mahakumbh during the 117th

episode of his monthly ‘Mann
Ki Baat’ broadcast over All
India Radio, PM Modi said,
"Let me tell all of you; when
we participate in the Kumbh,
letus bring along this resolve
of unity with us. Let us also
make aresolve to annihilate
the feeling of division and
hatred in the society."
"IfThave to sayitin a few
words, then I will say...
Mahakumbh Ka Sandesh,
Ek Ho Poora Desh... The
message of the Mahakumbh,
let the whole country be

united and putitin another
way, I will express... Ganga
Ki Aviral Dhara, Na Bante
Samaj Hamara... Like the
uninterrupted flow of the
Ganga, let our society be
undivided," he said.

Modi said the
Mahakumbh is also going
to be held in Prayagraj from
13 January, 2025. He said at
this time, mammoth prepa-
rations are going on at the
Sangam banks there.

"I remember, just a few
days ago when I went to
Prayagraj, my heart was filled
with joy after viewing the
entire Kumbh area from a
helicopter. It’s so huge! So
beautiful! Such grandeur!"
the Prime Minister said.

"The specialty of the
Mahakumbh is not only in
its vastness. The specialty
of the Kumbh is also in its
diversity. Crores of people
congregate for this event.
Lakhs of saints, thousands
of traditions, hundreds of
sects, many Akharas, everyone

becomes a part of this event.
There is no discrimination
anywhere, no one is big, no
oneissmall. Such ascene of
unity in diversity will not be
seen anywhere else in the
world. Therefore, our Kumbh
is also the Mahakumbh of
unity," he said.

"This time's Mahakumbh
will also bolster the mantra
of Mahakumbh of unity,"
Modi said.

The Prime Minister
informed that this time in

Prayagraj, devotees from the
country and the world will
also be witness to the digital
Mahakumbh.

"With the help of digital
navigation, you will be able
toreach different ghats, tem-
ples, and akharas of sadhus.
The same navigation system
will also help youreach park-
ing spaces," Modi said.

He further informed that
for the first time, an Al chatbot
will be used in the Kumbh
event. All kinds of information

related to Kumbh will be
available in 11 Indian lan-
guages through the Al chatbot,
the Prime Minister said.

"Anyone can ask for any
kind of help through this
chatbot, either by typing text
or by speakingin. The entire
Fair area is being covered
with Al-powered cameras.
If someone gets separated
from one’s kith and kin during
the Kumbh, these cameras
will help in finding them,"
Modi said.

The Prime Minister said
devotees will also get the
facility of a digital lost and
found centre adding that
devotees will also be provided
information about govern-
ment-approved tour pack-
ages, accommodation and
homestay on their mobile
phones.

"If you too go to the
Mahakumbh, then avail of
these facilities... and yes, do
upload your selfie with
#EktaKaMahakumbh," Modi
said.

‘Manmohan Singh deserved much betterin both
liteand death’: Assam CM hits back at Congress

AGENCIES
GUWAHATI, 29 DECEMBER

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma hitbackat Con-
gress following the allegation
by opposition leaders that
the state government had
shown disrespect towards
former Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh during his final
journey.

CM Sarma launched a
scathing attack on the Con-
gress party, saying, "Man-
mohan Singh deserved much
better bothinlifeand death."

Taking to X, the CM wrote:
"Dr. Manmohan Singh, a
statesman of unparalleled
dignity and intellect, deserved
much better, both in life and
in death. It is deeply dis-
heartening to witness the
Congress Party attempting

to stir controversy around
his final journey, diminishing
the solemnity it truly
deserved."

CM Sarma also alleged
that Congress had shown
disregard towards former
Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao and former President
Pranab Mukherjee.

"This is not the first time
they have shown such disre-
gard - beittowards thelegacy
of Narasimha Rao or Pranab
Mukherjee, the Congress has,
unfortunately, treated its own
with indifference," he said.

The Chief Minister also
mentioned in his X post: "The
people of India have bid Dr.
Singh arespectful and heartfelt
farewell, recognising his
invaluable contributions to
the nation. Prime Minister
@narendramodiJi has already

announced a fittingmemorial
to honour hislegacy, reflecting
the nation's gratitude. Yet,
the actions of some, who
seek to turn this moment of
mourning into an opportunity
for political gain, are deeply
painful."

According to CM Sarma,
the public still remembers
the indignities inflicted upon
Manmohan Singh during his
tenure, including Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's infa-
mous gestures that under-
mined his stature.

"Such actions remain
etched in the nation's memory.
Attheveryleast, in his passing,
Dr. Singh’slegacy should not
be sullied by political oppor-
tunism. Let us honour his
memory with the dignity and
respecthesorichlydeserves,
free from any discord or
manipulation by the leader-
ship of the Congress party,"
he said.

The CM's reaction came
against the backdrop of Assam
Congress leader Debabrata
Saikia's claim that the state
government has violated its
decision to observe the seven-
day state mourning due to
the demise of former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.

Pune Rural Police prepare
for Bhima-Koregaon
anniversary celebrations

AGENCIES
PUNE, 29 DECEMBER

The Pune Rural Police on Sun-
day formallyannounced their
comprehensive preparations
fortheupcoming207th Bhima-
Koregaon Anniversary cele-
brations, set to take place on
January 1, 2024.

Speakingto ANI, PuneRural
SP Pankaj Deshmukh shared
detailsabout the police arrange-
ments, highlighting the ade-
quate parkingfacilitiesavailable
for visitors. He welcomed all
visitors, appealing to them to
maintain peace during the
celebrations.

"For theupcoming Bhima-
Koregaon Anniversary cele-
brations, the Pune Rural Police
is completely geared up. At
the same time, the district

administration is ready. We
have been provided with a
large number of parking places
where the visitors can come
and park theirvehicles...Twel-
come all the visitors for this
celebrationand would appeal
to them to conduct these cel-
ebrations peacefully..," hesaid.

Everyyear, Koregaon Bhima
village becomes a significant
pilgrimage site as thousands
of visitors gather to commem-
orate the anniversary of the
historic battle that occurred
onJanuary 1, 1818. This battle
was apivotal conflictbetween
the British East India Company
and the Peshwafaction of the
Maratha Confederacy. The
eventmarked a criticalmoment
inIndian history, symbolizing
resistance against colonial
rule.

Akhilesh Yadav questions frenzied excavations, invite to Kumbh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 29

Samajwadi Party President
Akhilesh Yadav castigated
the BJP governmentin Uttar
Pradesh for the frantic exca-
vations in the state and invit-
ing political leaders to
Mahakumbh.

Questioning the wisdom
behind the frenzied exca-
vations at a press conference
here on Sunday, he asked,
"IfIsay thereis a Shivalinga
beneath the chief minister's
residence, should it be exca-
vated."

He said the motive behind
excavations atreligious places
isto create tension between
communities on religious
lines. Without naming Yogi
Adityanath, the SP chiefsaid,
“He has on his hands lines
of destruction, notdevelop-
ment. They (the BJP) will
drown the state in debt and
willleave only after emptying

the government treasury in
2027.”

Stressing that no one is
invited to the Kumbh, people
come to Kumbh on their
own, he pointed out that
"our governmentis spending
funds on inviting political
leaders and others for the
Kumbh."

"Crores of people come
for the Kumbh, are they invit-
ed? This is what we have
learned of our religion. This
government is different in

the way it is deliberately
adopting new methods to
divertattention," he pointed
out.

Akhilesh Yadav also dis-
closed that most of the work
on the Kumbh was stillincom-
plete. The Ganga Expressway
the UP government promised
to open before the Kumbh
is incomplete while several
otherinfrastructure projects
are yet to be developed.

"When we raised ques-
tions on the Kumbh, the

government started con-
ductingareality check. Now,
if cases are filed against our

workers, we will expose

them," he warned.

“During the SPregime, a
study was done by Howard
University before organisting
the Kumbh. The SP is ready
to cooperate with the gov-
ernment for the success of
the Kumbh," he said.

On theissue of EVMs, he
said because of the voting
machines, the loser won't

be content with the defeat
while the winner won’t have

the confidence of victory.

Therefore, we demand that

the elections should be con-
ducted through ballot paper
only.

Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak

hit back at Akhilesh's com-

ments on the preparations
for the Kumbh, saying,"

Akhilesh Yadav should also

come to Kumbh, attain virtue
and wash away his sins."

Ayodhya’s Ram temple to be ready
by June 2025, says construction
committee chairman

AGENCIES
AYODHYA, 29 DECEMBER

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple Construction Com-
mittee Chairman Nripendra
Mishra announced the com-
pletion of the temple by
June 2025, with rampart
and shoeracks to take until
September, with rising tower
construction being checked
for aviation safety.
Speaking to the media
persons, Mishra said: "We
are committed to completing
all construction work by
June 2025, except for the
ramparts and shoe racks,
which are estimated to go
on till September 2025."
"85 murals will be set
up in the museum, of which
work on 60 murals has
already begun, and 21
murals. including 6 murals

of Ram have been complet-
ed... New titanium lattices
are being made for the
Parikrama on the ground,
first and second floors,"
Mishra added.

Mishra further
added,"The biggest challenge
is to complete the construc-
tion of the rising tower which
is also being checked for
aviation safety."

Earlier on Saturday,
Mishra said: "All construction
works will be reviewed today.
Post review, we will decide
the timeline for completing
the pending construction.
The rampart for which
approximately 8,40,000 cubic
feet of stones are to be laid,
only 3 lakh cubic feetis left.
Hopefully, will be able to
complete the 1 km rampart
which has 6 temples by June
2025."

Manipur: Civilianworkerat military station

AGENCIES
IMPHAL, 29 DECEMBER

Despite hectic search by
Army and other security
forces, the 56-year-old man
who was working as a super-
visor for a contractor at a
Military station in Manipur
went missing and remains
untraced for 35 days, officials
said on Sunday.

Defence sources said that
around 2,000 soldiers of the
Army and Assam Rifles con-
tinued their hectic search
operation to locate Laishram
Kamalbabu Singh, who has
been missing since 25 Novem-
ber.

Manipur Police also sep-
arately conducted the search
operation to locate Kamal-
babu Singh, a resident of
Gossaipur under Cachar dis-

1 -

trictin southern Assam, who
was staying at Loitang Khunou
village in Imphal West district.
He had left his residence on
25 November for the
Leimakhong military station
but went missing.

Hewasworkingas asuper-
visor for a contractor working
with the Military Engineering
Services (MES) in Leimakhong
Military Station of the 57th
Mountain Division at Kang-
pokpi.

Atop Manipur government
official told IANS on Sunday

that the state government
handed over the “missing”
case to the CBI.

AJointAction Committee
(JAC) and the Meira Paibis
(women vigilantes in
Manipur), which have been
separately agitating demand-
ing the rescue of the “missing”
man, have also soughtinter-
vention of Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma to locate the man.

TheJACleaders and other
agitating organisations’ rep-
resentatives on a number of
occasions met Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh and discussed
the “abduction” of Kamalbabu
Singh.

The Chief Minister earlier
urged the Army to undertake
all-out efforts to locate and
rescue Kamalbabu Singh and

remainsuntraced for 35 days, search on

take responsibility for finding
him.

State Social Welfare Min-
ister Heikham Dingo Singh
said that all documents related
to Kamalbabu Singh were
sent to the Prime Minister's
Office as well as the offices
of Defence Minister and
Home Minister to take appro-
priate action.

According to a defence
spokesman, the Army officials
are constantly interacting
with village heads and com-
munity elders to gather infor-
mation to further intensify
the search operation.

The CCTVfeeds have been
scanned, Kamalbabu Singh’s
co-workers were being spoken
to, and an intense search
operation, including with
the aid of sniffer dogs, has
been continued, he said.

A year after losing power, KCR
family faces heat of probe agencies

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 29 DECEMBER

Two months ago a senior
Minister in Telangana had
predicted political fireworks
before Diwali. This did not
happen, prompting the oppo-
sition Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) to ridicule the ruling
Congress party over its 'empty
threat'.

Two months later, the
state seems to be witnessing
the promised fireworks with
both the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) and the Enforce-
ment Directorate proceeding
against BRS Working President
and former Telangana Minister
K. T. Rama Rao for alleged
irregularities in the conduct
of the Formula-E car race in
Hyderabad last year when

BRS was in power.

'‘Kalpwas' to witness confluence of restraint,
meditation and penance in Prayagraj Mahakumbh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR,
29 DECEMBER

The confluence of penance,
meditation, and restraint is
flowing at the largestreligious
and cultural gathering at the
Sangam coast of Prayagraj.

This stream of devotion
and spirituality, known as
'Kalpwas', will begin with the
bath on Paush Purnima on
13 January, 2025. 'Kalpwas'
represents a sacred retreat,
a period of intense spiritual
discipline, and a devoted
dwelling in the pursuit of
higher consciousness.

The Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh
hasmade elaborate arrange-
ments for Kalpwasis' stay
during the Maha Kumbh.

The banks of the Ganga
will be filled with over 7 lakh

Kalpwasis during the
Mahakumbh, the world's
largest spiritual and cultural
event. The event showcases
various aspects of knowledge,
devotion, and meditation.
Along with the grandeur of
the Akharas, the 'triveni' of
meditation, penance, and
restraint by the Kalpvasis also
flows here. There has been a
rise in the number of Kalpwasis
who perform meditation in
freezing temperatures, setting
up tent camps on the banks
of the Ganga and Yamuna
for an entire month starting
from Paush Purnima.

Vivek Chaturvedi, ADM,
Mahakumbh, stated here on
Sunday that the administration
has made arrangements for
about 7 lakh Kalpwasis. These
devotees are being settled
with consideration to their
age and conditionin approx-

=t LT .;_'_.‘_E;,_ﬂﬁ F
imately 900 bighas across
various sectors of the fair.

Tents have been set up
near the Ganga banks for
those performing Kalpwas,
ensuring they don’t have to
walk long distances every
morning tobathein theriver.
Cleanliness has been given
top priorityin the Kalpwasis'
camps.

The UP government s giv-
ing the Prayagraj Maha Kumbh
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a divine, grand, and clean
appearance. Special arrange-
ments are being made for
cleanliness throughout the
entire fair area.

According to Abhinav
Pathak, SDM, Mela, cleanliness
is a top priority in the camps
of Kalpwasis, who are settling
in various sectors. Colour-
coded dustbins will be placed
in the Kalpwasis camps, with
separate bins for dry and wet

waste. Additional dustbins
will be provided along the
banks of the Ganga to prevent
any garbage accumulation.

Kalpvasis will be urged
not to use single-use plastic
in the camps, and posters
will be displayed outside all
camps to encourage this prac-
tice.

The month of Magh, during
which Kalpwasis observe
Kalpwas on the banks of
Ganga, is a time of severe
cold temperatures. To protect
the elderly Kalpwasis from
the cold wave conditions, the
administration is taking several
precautions. Pathak men-
tioned thatarrangements will
be made to light bonfires
outside the Kalpwasis' camps,
providing them warmth and
protection from the harsh
weather.

epaper.thestatesman.com

With Governor Jishnu Dev
Varma granting permission
for the prosecution of K. T.
Rama Rao (KTR), the ACB
moved swiftly to book a case
against the former Minister.

The ACB registered the
First Information Report (FIR)
under Sections 13(1)(A) and
13(2) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, along with
Sections 409 and 120(B) of
the Indian Penal Code, naming
KTR as the accused number
one.

Senior IAS officer Arvind
Kumar and Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA) former
chief engineer BLN Reddy
were named as accused num-
ber two and three respec-
tively.

The anti-graftagencyhas
also recorded the statement

Denying the allega-
tion of corruption,
KTR maintained that
the Formula-E race
was organised to
make Telangana the
hub of electric
vehicles.

of M. DanaKishore, Principal
Secretary, Municipal Admin-
istration and Urban Devel-
opment, on whose complaint
the case was booked.

The move was apparently
aimed at preparing the ground
for issuing notices to the
accused.

The allegations centre
around the payment of more
than Rs 54.88 crore to UK-
based Formula-E Operations
Limited (FEO) and others in
grossviolation of established

procedures.

Denying the allegation of
corruption, KTR maintained
that the Formula-E race was
organised to make Telangana
the hub of electric vehicles.

Terming the caseapolitical
vendetta, the BRSleader dared
the ruling Congress govern-
ment to have a debate on
the issue in the Assembly.

It tried to stall the pro-
ceedings during the recent
Winter session to press the
demand for a debate.

However, the Congress
government argued that an
issue which is under investi-
gation can't be debated in
the House.

KTR, who had earlier
declared that he was ready
to go to jail, approached the
High Court, seeking orders
to quash the FIR.

AllIndiaMuslim Jamaatissues fatwa
discouraging New Year celebrations

AGENCIES
BAREILLY, 29 DECEMBER

Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi
Barelvi, the National President
of All India Muslim Jamaat
on Sunday issued a fatwa
against New Year celebrations,
discouraging Muslims from
celebrating it, instead urged
them to focus on religious
practices that align with their
faith.

According to Razvi, the
fatwawasissued by Chashme
Darfta Bareilly and urged
both youngMuslim men and
women to refrain from par-
taking in the New Year fes-
tivities.

"The young men and
women who celebrate New
Year have beeninstructed in
this fatwa that celebrating
New Year is not a matter of
pride and neither should this

celebration be celebrated nor
should it be congratulated,"
Razvisaid, emphasising that
the New Year marks the begin-
ning of the Christian calendar,
orthe "English Year." He fur-
ther stated that such non-
religious practices are strictly
"prohibited for Muslims."

Razvi continued, urging
young Muslim people to avoid
participating in New Year
celebrations, stressing that
Muslims should instead focus
on religious practices that
align with their faith. "New
boys and girls have been
instructed not to celebrate
New Year... Muslims should
avoid celebrating New Year,"
he said.

Meanwhile, Bareilvi amid
reports of author Salman
Rushdie's "The Satanic Verses'
being available for sale over
three decades after it was

"banned" in the country, had
voiced his opposition and
said that the "ban should
continue".

He said there should have
been dialogue with people
demanding a ban before
allowing the sale of the book.

"There should have been
dialogue because there is a
Muslim perspective," he said.

Maulana Shahabuddin
Razvi Bareilvi, president of
the All India Muslim Jamaat,
also echoed similar views.

He expressed concern that
the availability of the book
could "harm the social and
religious fabric of the coun-
try".
"Irequest the government
that in the manner in which
the then government had
imposed aban on the eighties,
this ban should continue,"
he said.
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SKoreaplanecrash: Eyewitnesses
reportsparksinengine, birdstrike

TheJejuAir flight, carrying181 people, veered off the runway whilelandingand collided with a
fencewallat Muan International Airportinthe Muan Countyataround9:07am

AGENCIES
SEOUL, 29 DECEMBER

itnesses to a
deadly plane
crash in South
Korea's south-
western county of Muan on
Sunday reported seeing
flames in the jet's engine
and hearing explosions as
authorities investigate the
possibility of landing gear
failure from a bird strike.

TheJejuAir flight, carrying
181 people, veered off the
runway while landing and
collided with a fence wall at
Muan International Airport
in the Muan County, South
Jeolla Province, about 288
kilometres southwest of Seoul,
at around 9:07 am.

At least 179 people have
died while two were rescued,
authorities said.

Videos aired by local TV
stations show the plane

attempting to land without
its landing gear deployed.
Officials believe thelanding
gear failure, possibly due to

abird strike, may have caused
the accident.

Yoo Jae-yong, 41, who
was staying at arental house

Trump appearsto sidewith Musk, tech alliesin
debate over foreignworkersroiling his supporters

AGENCIES
WEST PALM BEACH, 29 DECEMBER

President-elect Donald Trump
appears tobe sidingwith Elon
Musk and his other backers
inthetechindustryasadispute
over immigration visas has
divided his supporters.

Trump, in an interview
with the New York Post on
Saturday, praised the use of
visas to bring skilled foreign
workers to the U.S. The topic
hasbecome aflashpointwithin
his conservative base.

“I've alwaysliked the visas,
I have always been in favor of
the visas. That'swhywe have
them,” Trump said.

In fact, Trump has in the
past criticized the H-1B visas,
calling them “very bad” and

their use, he has also used
the visas at his businesses in
the past, something he
acknowledged in hisinterview
Saturday.

“I have many H-1B visas
onmy properties.'ve been a
believer in H-1B.  have used
itmanytimes. It'sa great pro-
gram,” Trump told the news-
paper.

Hedid notappear to address
questions about whether he
would pursue any changes
to the number or use of the
visas once he takes office 20
January.Trump’s hardline

“unfair” for U.S. workers. Dur-
inghisfirsttermas president,
heunveiled a “Hire American”
policy that directed changes

to the programme to try to
ensure the visaswere awarded
to the highest-paid or most-
skilled applicants.

Despite his criticism of
them and attempts to curb

immigration policies, focused
mostly on immigrants who
are in the country illegally,
were a cornerstone ofhis pres-
idential campaign and a priority
issue for his supporters.

near the airport, said he saw
a spark on the plane's right
wingbefore the crash, reports
Yonhap news agency.

"I was telling my family
there was a problem with
the plane when I heard a
loud explosion," Yoo said.

Anotherwitness, identified
only by his last name, Cho,
said he was taking a stroll
4.5 kilometres from the airport
when the accident took place.

"I saw the plane descend-
ingand thoughtitwas about
to land when I noticed a
flash of light," Cho said.
"Then there was aloud bang
followed by smoke in the
air, and then I heard a series
of explosions."

Kim Yong-cheol, 70, said
the plane failed to land on
the first attempt and had
circled back for another
before the crash.

Kimrecalled he heard the
sound of "metallic scraping"

twice about five minutes
before the crash.

Kim said he looked up at
the sky and saw the plane
ascending after failing to
make a landing before he
heard a "loud explosion"
and saw "black smoke bil-
lowing into the sky."

A50-year-old witness fish-
ingnearby, identified by his
surname Jung, reported see-
ing a flock of birds colliding
with the plane, which trig-
gered afire in the right engine.

"As the plane was landing
on the runway, it hit a flock
of birds approaching from
the opposite direction," he
said. "I heard two or three
bangs as if the birds had
been sucked into the engine
before I saw flames coming
from the right engine."

Police and firefighting
authorities are conducting
an on-site investigation to
determine the exact cause.

Russiawarns of ‘decisive response’
toUSmissile threats: Sergei Lavrov

AGENCIES
SEOUL, 29 DECEMBER

The United States and North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) will face a "decisive
response,” including mili-
tary-technical countermea-
sures, should they make new
missile threats against Russia,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov (photo) said on
Sunday.

"We are prepared for any
scenario. [f newmissile threats
are established, our adversaries
will face a decisive response
in the form of military-technical
countermeasures. At thesame
time, hypothetical steps to
create acceptable conditions
forequitable dialogue will be
considered," Lavrov said in
aninterviewwith RIA Novosti.

Lavrov underscored that
Russiais primarilyinterested
inacomprehensive approach
toreducing conflict potential,
focusing on addressing the
root causes of fundamental
security disagreements, reports
Xinhuanews agency, quoting

the interview.

"NATO's years-long east-
ward expansion remains a
significant driver of the Ukrain-
ian crisis and continues to
pose athreattoRussia's secu-
rity. Arms controlissues could
hypothetically be discussed,
but only as part of a broader
agenda," Lavrov added.

In the interview, Lavrov
said that Russia would have
to abandon its unilateral
moratorium on the deploy-
ment of ground-based inter-
mediate- and shorter-range
missiles as it has become
nearly untenable despite offi-
cially remaining in effect.

Lavrov highlighted the
recent test of Russia's latest

medium-range hypersonic
system, Oreshnik, under com-
bat conditions.

"This convincingly demon-
strated our capabilities and
our determination to imple-
ment compensatory meas-
ures," Lavrov said.

He also mentioned that
Russiais open to negotiations
toresolve the Ukraine conflict,
but such talks must address
its "root causes" and reflect
realities on the ground.

"We are ready for negoti-
ations, but they must aim to
address the root causes of
the Ukrainian crisis and take
into account the real situation
on the ground," Lavrov said.

Lavrov noted the need to
ensure Ukraine's "non-aligned,
neutral and non-nuclear sta-
tus" to "eliminate long-term
threats to Russia's security
posed by the West, including
NATO expansion."

"Kyivmust take on specific
obligations to ensure the
rights, freedoms and interests
of Russian-speaking citizens,"
he added.

Svria's interim authorities deploy helicopters
against ‘former regime remnants’ in coastal regions

AGENCIES
DAMASCUS, 29 DECEMBER

Military forces of Syria's interim
administration have begun
deploying attack helicopters
against what it described as
"remnants of the former
regime" in the country's coastal
regions, media reported.
Thehelicopters are taking
off from Istamo Airfield in
rural Latakia, targetingarmed
elements still active in the
coastal countryside, media
channels cited a statement

by the administration, which

did not elaborate on the num-

ber of helicopters in use or

the scope of the operation.

The deployment came as

partofaseries of securityini-
tiatives nationwide, aimed at
consolidating the new lead-
ership's authority, Xinhua
news agency reported.

2024 was ayear of triumphs and setbacks for Russian leader Vladimir Putin

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 29 DECEMBER

In 2024, President Vladimir
Putin further cemented his
grip on power and sought to
counter Russia’s isolation
from the West over the war
in Ukraine. Buthe faced con-
tinuing challenges, with a
deadly attack by gunmen in
Moscow and anincursion by
Kyiv’'s troops on his territory,
as Russia’snearly 3-year-old
war in Ukraine enters anew,
potentially pivotal phase amid
a new U.S. administration
andits uncertain supportfor
Kyiv.

Putin ran for a fifth term
in office with his top opponents
eitherjailed or exiled abroad.
Butin arare show of defiance,

thousands of Russians queued
in the January cold to sign
petitions for an unlikely chal-
lenger. Boris Nadezhdin, a
60-year-old legislator and
war critic, got the 100,000
signatures needed to puthim
on the ballot, but election
authorities eventually barred
him from running. Still, the
supporthereceived reflected
anti-war sentiment and public

longing for political compe-
tition in an embarrassment
for Putin.

On 16 February, Putin’s
longtime foe Alexei Navalny
died in an arctic prison colony
while serving a 19-year sen-
tence on chargeswidely seen
as politically motivated. The
news of his death at age 47
shocked the world and robbed
the opposition of its most

charismaticleader. No exact
cause of death was given,
and his family and allies
blamed the Kremlin, which
denied involvement. Tens of
thousands of mourners attend-
ed his Moscow funeral two
weeks later in a show of defi-
ance.

On 17 March, Putin secured
his expected election triumph,
which will keep him in office
until 2030, following the harsh-
est crackdown on dissent
since Soviet times. Five days
later, gunmen stormed a con-
certhall on Moscow’s outskirts,
killing over 140 people and
setting the venue ablaze. An
affiliate of the Islamic State
group claimed responsibility,
although the Kremlin, without
evidence, tried to blame

Ukraine for the deadliest
attack on Russian soil in
almost two decades. The
assault stunned the capital
and rekindled memories of
other attacks in the early
years of Putin’s presidency.

Putin made a two-day visit
to North Korea in June —his
first in 24 years — as the
countries deepened their ties
in the face of intensifying
confrontations with Wash-
ington. The pact signed by
Putin and North Korean leader
KimJong Un envisions mutual
military assistance if either
countryisattacked. The new
agreement marked their
strongest link since the end
of the Cold War, adding to
concerns in Washington and
Seoul.

On Saturday, Syria's newly-
appointed intelligence chief
Anas Khattab pledged in an
official statement to restructure
the country's security appa-

ratus "in a manner befitting
our people's sacrifices and
long heritage".

All existing security branch-
es in Syria will be dissolved
and reorganised, Khattab said,
without outlining a timeline
or providing specific details
for the overhaul.

Khattab'sannouncement
came as Syria navigates asen-
sitive political transition fol-
lowing the downfall of the
previous government on 8
December.

Amilitary coalition led by
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham waged
a major military operation
from northern Syria on 27
November. It swept south-
wards, captured the capital

Damascus, and overthrew
former Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad's governmentwithin
12 days.

The Syrian Information
Ministry declared a ban on
what it described as "the cir-
culation or publication of any
media content or news with
a sectarian tone aimed at
spreading division" among
Syrians.

The Syrian civil war took
on sectarian dimensions as
Assad drew on Shia militias
from across the Middle East,
mobilised by his ally Iran, to
battle the insurgency domi-
nated by members of the
Sunni Muslim majority, many
of them Islamist.

Kavelashviliisinaugurated as Georgia’s
president, comphcatlng itspathtoward EU

AGENCIES
TBILISI, 29 DECEMBER

Former soccer player Mikheil
Kavelashvili (photo) was for-
mally inaugurated as presi-
dent of Georgia on Sunday,
cementing theruling party’s
grip in what the opposition
calls a blow to the country’s
EU aspirations and avictory
for former imperial ruler Rus-
sia.

Outgoing pro-Western
Georgian President Salome
Zourabichvili said Sunday
morning that she would
vacate her residence at the
Orbeliani Palace in Tbilisi,
butinsisted she was still the
legitimate office holder.

“I will come out of here,
come out to youand be with
you.... This presidential res-
idence was a symbol as long
as there was a president here
who was legitimate. I bring
legitimacywith me,” Zoura-
bichvili told a crowd of sup-
porters outside the palace.

She called Kavelashvili’s
inauguration a “parody.”

Kavelashvili, 53, who was
the only candidate on the
ballot, easily won the vote
earlier in December given
the Georgian Dream party’s
control of a 300-seat electoral
college that replaced direct
presidential electionsin2017.
Itis made up of members of
Parliament, municipal coun-
cilsand regional legislatures.

In his speech Sunday,
Kavelashvili promised to be
“everyone’s president, regard-
less of whether they like me
or not.” He called for the
nation to unite behind him
around “shared values, the
principles of mutual respect,
and the future we should
build together.”
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Snapdeal's 10ss harrows
to Rs 160 crore in

FY24: E-commerce com-
pany Snapdeal has man-
aged to cut down its loss
to Rs 160.38 crore in
FY24 from Rs 282.20
crore in FY23. Apart
from this, the company's
Earnings Before Interest,
Taxes, Depreciation, and
Amortisation (EBITDA)
loss declined by 88 per
cent to Rs 16 crore in
FY24. It was Rs 144 crore
in FY23. The reason for
the reduction in the
company's loss is the
decline in expenses. The
company's total expendi-
ture in FY24 was Rs
540.76 crore. It was Rs
687.93 crore in FY23.

Market Outiook: PMI, autosalesandgiobal
economiccueskeytriggersfornext week

Last week, the Sensex closedat78,699 withagain of 657 pointsor0.84 per cent,and the Nifty closed at 23,813 withagain of 225 pointsor0.96 percent

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 29 DECEMBER

he market outlook
for next weekwill be
guided by the major
domestic and global
economicdatasuch asIndia's
current account Q3, India
bank loan growth, HSBC
manufacturing PMI of India
(Dec), India's infrastructure
output, US Fed balance sheet,
US Initial jobless claims, and
US ISM manufacturing PMI.

Last week, the market's
benchmark indices closed
with gains. During this period,
the Sensex closed at 78,699
with a gain of 657 points or
0.84 per cent, and the Nifty
closed at 23,813 with a gain
of 225 points or 0.96 per
cent.

Pharma and healthcare
were the top gainers last
week. The benchmark indices
rose due to the rise in banking
stocks.

In the trading session

from 23 December to 27
December(excluding the
Christmas holiday on 25
December), foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs) have
sold Rs 6,322 crore in the
stock market. At the same
time, domestic institutional
investors (DIIs) have invested
Rs 10,927 crore in the cash
market.

Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika Investmart
said: "On the currency front,
the rupee faced significant

weakness last week, drawing
attention to upcoming devel-

opments. The current account
deficit numbers, scheduled

forrelease on 31 December,
could influence rupee move-
ments."

"Monthly auto sales data
will also be closely watched.
The auto sector has been
under a cloud of pessimism
recently, and any positive
surprise could bolster market
sentiment," he added.

Puneet Singhania, Director
at Master Trust Group said:
"Nifty has been consistently
taking support near the 23,650
level on the daily chart and

ended the week with aninside
candle on the weekly chart,
following heavy selling in
the previous week. The sup-
portis further reinforced by
an ascending trendline on
the weekly chart."
Singhania further said:
"Abreach below this support
could intensify selling, poten-
tially pushing the index
towards the 23,2001evel. On
the upside, sustaining above
23,950 could trigger fresh
buying towards 24,200."

Employeeattritioninprivate banks
increases by 25per cent: RBI Report

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29DECEMBER

Employee attrition in private
sector banks has witnessed
an increase to about 25 per
cent, RBI said in a report. It
highlighted that this high
turnover rate poses significant
operational risk.

According to the latest
Reporton Trend and Progress
of Bankingin India2023-24,
employee attrition rates are
high across select private
sector banks and small finance
banks (SFBs).

RBI report said that the
total number of employees
of private banks surpassed
that of public sector banks
(PSBs) during 2023-24, but
their attrition has increased
sharply over the last three
years, with average attrition
rate of around 25 per cent.

"High attrition and
employee turnover rate pose
significant operational risks,
including disruptionin cus-
tomer services, besides leading
toloss of institutional knowl-
edge and increased recruit-
ment costs. In various inter-
actions with banks, the
Reserve Bank has stressed
thatreducingattrition is not
justahumanresource func-
tion but a strategic impera-
tive," it said.

Banks need toimplement

Budget
income

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) on Sunday
urged the Central government
to reduce the income tax for
individuals and cut excise
duty on fuels toincrease dis-
posableincomesin the hands
of consumers, which would
increase spending thereby
spurring economic growth.

As part of its wishlist in
the run-up to Union Budget
2025-26, the apex business
chamber has said that reduc-
ing the excise duty on fuels
is crucial as fuel prices sig-
nificantly drive up inflation,
forminga substantial portion
of the overall household con-
sumption basket.

The central excise duty
alone accounts for approxi-
mately 21 per cent of the
retail petrol price and 18 per
cent for diesel. Since May
2022, these duties have not
been adjusted in line with
the approximately 40 per
centdecreasein global crude
prices. Lowering excise duty
on fuel would help reduce
overallinflation and increase
disposable incomes, according
to the CII statement.

strategies like improved
onboarding processes, pro-
viding extensive training and
career development oppor-
tunities, mentorship pro-
grammes, competitive ben-
efits, and a supportive work-
place culture to build long-
term employee engagement,
it said.

On climate change, the
report said climate change
risks are envisaged to impact
profitability of financial insti-
tutions, growth prospects,
and inflation dynamics and,
thus, impinge upon financial
stability and price stability.

To foster assessment of
these concerns by regulated
entities, regulatory and super-
visory frameworks need to

It also states that the gap
between the highest marginal
rate for individuals at 42.74
per centand the normal Cor-
porate Tax Rate at 25.17 per
cent, is high. Further, inflation
hasreduced the buying power
oflower- and middle-income
earners. The Budget could
consider reducing marginal
taxrates for personalincome
up to Rs 20 lakh per annum.
This would help trigger the
virtuous cycle of consumption,
higher growth and higher
tax revenue.

CIlhassoughtanincrease
in the daily minimum wage
under the MGNREGS from
Rs267toRs375as suggested
by the ‘Expert Committee
on Fixing National Minimum
Wage’ in 2017. CII Research
estimations show that this
will entail an additional expen-
diture of Rs 42,000 crore.

The business chamber
has further suggested that
the governmentincrease the
annual payout under the PM-
KISAN scheme from Rs 6,000
to Rs 8,000. Assuming 10
crore beneficiaries, this will
entail an additional expen-
diture of Rs 20,000 crore.

It has also come out in
favour of an increase in the

be strengthened with
enhanced risk management
guidelines, disclosure require-
ments, periodic stress testing,
and stipulating reasonable
verification and assurance
functions, it added.

Further, the RBI advised
supervised entities to com-
prehensively review their
policies, processes and prac-
tices on gold loans to identify
gaps and initiate appropriate
remedial measuresin a time-
bound manner.

Supervised entities were
advised to closely monitor
their gold loan portfolios and
ensure adequate controls
over outsourced activities
and third-party service
providers, it said.

AIX]
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unit costs under the PMAY-
G and PMAY-U schemes,
which have notbeenrevised
since the scheme’s incep-
tion.

The ClII has also suggested
that consumption vouchers
be introduced, targeted at
low-income groups, to stim-
ulate demand for specified
goods and services over a
designated period. The vouch-
ers could be designed to be
spent on designated items
(specific goods and services)
and could be valid for a des-
ignated time (like 6-8 months),
toensure spending. The ben-
eficiary criteria can be defined
asJan-Dhan accountholders
who are not beneficiaries of
other welfare schemes.

Highlighting the weaken-

India records highest ever coal
production in 2023-24, tfocus
on raising coking coal output

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

India recorded its highest
ever coal production 0f997.826
million tonnes (MT) in the
financial year 2023-24 which
representsan 11.71 per cent
increase in comparison to
the corresponding figure of
893.191 MTin theyear2022-
23, according to the year-
end review of the Coal Min-
istry.

During the calendar year
2024 (up to 15 December,
2024), the country supplied
about 963.11 MT of coal as
compared to about 904.61
MT of coal during the same
period of last year with a
growth of about 6.47 per
cent. This comprised a coal
supply to the Power Sector
of 792.958 MT as compared
to 755.029 MT coal during
the same period of last year
with a growth of 5.02 per
cent. The coal supply to the
non-regulated sector during
the calendar yearwas 171.236
MT as compared to 149.573
MT during the same period
of last year with a growth of
14.48 per cent.

The Ministry of Coal has
launched 'Mission Coking
Coal' to enhance domestic
coking coal production to
reduce the import of coking

ing trend in household savings,
CII Director General Chan-
drajit Banerjee noted that
“lowreturns on bank deposits
compared to other avenues
such as equities and funds,
coupled with a higher tax
burden on interest income,
have made bank savingsless
attractive”.

Bank deposits as a pro-
portion of a household’s
financial assets have declined
from 56.4 per cent in FY20
to 45.2 per cent in FY24. To
encourage bank deposit
growth, CII, in its budget
proposals for 2024-25, has
suggested taxing interest
income from deposits at a
lower rate and reducing the
lock-in period for fixed
deposits with preferential
tax treatment from the current
five to three years, which can
help boost bank deposits.

“Domestic consumption
has been critical to India’s
growth story, butinflationary
pressures have somewhat
eroded the purchasing power
of consumers. The govern-
ment interventions could
focus on enhancing disposable
incomes and stimulating
spending to sustain economic
momentum,” Banerjee added.

coal, keeping in view the
demand projection of the
steel sector. This mission
aims to increase domestic
raw coking coal production
up to 140 MT by FY 2029-30.

The total domestic raw
coking coal production during
the financial year 2023-24 is
66.821 million tonnes (MT)
while the domestic raw coking
coal production target for
the financial year 2024-25 is
77 MT.

Thetargettoincreaseraw
coking coal production by
FY2029-30 from CIL sub-
sidiaries is about 105 MT by
FY2029-30 from 60.43 MT
during FY 2023-24.

Modernisation and ren-
ovation of existing ageing
washeries of Bharat Coking
Coal Limited (BCCL) and
Central Coalfields Limited
(CCL), which have surpassed
the designed lifespan, for its
optimal utilisation to make
more high-quality coal avail-
able in the country.

Supply of coal to the steel
sector through the Non-Reg-
ulated Sector (NRS) Linkage
auction route to promote
domestic coking coal for steel
production and implemen-
tation ofreformsin the auction
process with the aim of sub-
stitution of coking coal import
are also being undertaken.

2025-26: CiI urges govt to cut
tax, reduce excise duty on fuels

' Indian manufacturers

to allocate 11-15 pc of
investments on smart

tech in 2 years

. AGENCIES
t NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

The Indian manufacturing
sectoris set to allocate higher
investment - 11-15 per cent

. of their budget - towards

adopting smart technologies

' to boost digital transfor-

mation in the next two years,
a Cll study showed on Sun-

. day, as most manufacturers

recognise technology adop-

! tion as a critical driver of

profitability and competi-
tiveness.

The increase in invest-
ments is expected in areas

- like the Internet of Things
(IoT), robotics and Big Data.

"Current investments
remain modest, with many
allocating less than 10 per

' centoftheirbudgets. How-

ever, a shift towards higher

- investment -targeting 11-

15 per cent of budgets - is
expected in the next two
years," said the 'Manufac-
turing Competitiveness

. Study'.

Six oftop10 mostvalued
firmsadd386,847.88 crore

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

Last week, six of the top 10
most valued firms together
added Rs 86,847.88 crore in
market valuation.

HDFC Bank and Reliance
Industries emerged as the
biggest gainers in line with
an overall optimistic trend
in equities.

On the gaining side were
Reliance Industries, HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank, Bharti
Airtel, ITC and Hindustan
Unilever, while Tata Con-
sultancy Services (TCS), Infos-
ys, State Bank of India and
Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) suffered ero-
sion.

The market capitalisation
(mcap) of HDFC Bank surged
by Rs 20,235.95 crore to Rs
13,74,945.30 crore while the
other private lender, ICICI
Bank climbed Rs 15,254.01
croretoRs9,22,703.05 crore.

The valuation of two key
public sector players, State
Bank ofIndia tumbled by Rs
11,557.39 crore to Rs
7,13,567.99 crore while LIC
declined by Rs 8,412.24 crore
to Rs 5,61,406.80 crore,

Tech giant Infosys dropped
by Rs 2,283.75 crore to Rs
7,95,803.15 crore, and TCS
dipped by Rs 36.18 crore to

Rs 15,08,000.79 crore.

The market cap of Bharti
Airtel soared Rs 11,948.24
croretoRs9,10,735.22 crore,
and Hindustan Unilever ral-
lied Rs 1,245.29 crore to Rs
5,49,863.10 crore.

The valuation of ITC
jumped Rs 17,933.49 crore
to Rs 5,99,185.81 crore.

Reliance Industries added
Rs 20,230.9 crore, taking its
valuation to Rs 16,52,235.07
crore.

The rank-wise top 10 com-
panies for the week were
Reliance Industries followed
by TCS, HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Infosys,

State Bank of India, ITC, LIC
and Hindustan Unilever.

Lastweek, the BSE bench-
mark climbed 657.48 points
or 0.84 per cent, and the
Nifty rose 225.9 points or
0.95 per cent.

Stock market ended higher
on Friday driven by gains.
The domestic market wit-
nessed low volatility in the
absence of fresh triggers and
traded on a positive note
throughout the session.

Sensex advanced 226.59
points, 0.29 per cent to close
at 78,699.07, while the Nifty
rose 63.20 points, 0.27 per
cent, to settle at 23,813.4.
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India’s exports to Australia rise 64.4 per cent in Nov, trade doubles after ECTA: Commerce Ministry

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 DECEMBER

India's exports to Australia
rose 64.4 per cent year-on-
year to USD 643.7 million in
November on account of
healthy growth in sectors
such as textiles, chemicals
and agricultural products,
data from the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry said
on Sunday.

The country's merchandise
exports recorded a decline
of5.21 per centyear-on-year
to USD 5.56 billion.

The Commerce Ministry
released the data as India-
Australia Economic Cooper-
ation and Trade Agreement
(Ind-Aus ECTA) completes
two years of remarkable suc-
cess, driving mutual growth
and showcasing the comple-
mentarity ofboth economies.

Sinceits signing, bilateral
merchandise trade has more
than doubled, surging from
USD 12.2 billion in 2020-21
to USD 26 billion in 2022-23.
Total trade, however, mod-
erated in the year 2023-24 to
USD 24 billion in 2023-24,

with India’s exports to Australia
growing by 14 per cent.

The current fiscal year
continues to reflect strong
momentum. Total merchan-
dise bilateral trade from April-
November 2024 reached USD
16.3 billion.

Exchange of preferential
importdata has commenced
between both countries,
highlighting the effective
implementation of the agree-
mentin 2023. The datareveals
export utilisation at 79 per
cent and import utilisation
at 84 per cent, the data from

the ministry said.

On the completion of two
years of ECTA, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal took to social media
platform X and said the
agreement has broughtwith
it increased market access
for Indian exporters, expand-
ed opportunities for MSMEs
and farmers, and generated
several employment avenues.

“It has also enabled
growth in exports by 14 per
cent in 2023-24; notable
boost in IT/ITeS, business
and travel services; and port-

study work and work holiday
visas,” he said.

"The expanding trade and
investment ties between the
two countries under the
agreement reflect the growing
business-to-business and
people-to-people engage-
ments. We are committed
to building on the momen-
tum that the Ind-Aus ECTA
has generated and achieve
the AUD 100 billion trade
target by 2030," Goyal said.

In the last two years, since
the signing of ECTA, key
sectors like textiles, chemicals,

epaper.thestatesman.com

and agriculture have shown
substantial growth, while
exports on new lines, includ-
ing gold studded with dia-
monds and turbojets high-
light the diversification
enabled by the agreement.

Imports of essential raw
materials, such as metallif-
erous ores, cotton, wood
and wood products have
fuelled India’s industries,
contributing to the win-win
nature of this partnership.
Sectors such as electronics
and engineering have room
for growth.
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of the state. The Meiteis are the dominating
ethnic group in the state, belonging

agenda following the patterns of the
Hindi heartland. On the one hand

caretaker government of Bangladesh
has completely failed to control the sit-

FromtheNorth-East: Anepiloguetothepartingyear

n these chilly days of December,

the mercury is high in the eastern

frontier of the country and, more

precisely, in India’s north-eastern
region for various concerning reasons.
The region is marked with internal
complexities and volatilities resulting
in conflicts and bloodshed. The internal
dynamics of the region are always chal-
lenging because of several factors. But
the geo-strategic location of the region
makes it more vulnerable. The issues
related to India’s northeastern region
can never be perceived keeping aside
the neighbouring nations. The region
shares bothland and river borders with
anumber of countries. India’s bilateral
relations with most of these nations
are uneasy. Naturally, the developments
taking place on the other side of the
border bear great significance for the
northeast. In this context, two major
factors that seem tobe cripplingIndia’s
strategic and security interests are
Bangladesh and Myanmar. Bangladesh
evolving as a Chinese proxy under the
caretaker governmentled by Md Yunus
isobviously a strategic setback for India.
However, the situation in Bangladesh
has larger implications for the north-
eastern region. Similarly, the develop-
ments and power shift in Myanmar
enhance India’s concern and make
things more complicated for the northeast
for obvious reasons. Chinese design
against India has been tactical use of
its proxies to sabotage New Delhi’s
interests.

The year 2024 has been eventful in
the northeast for the wrong reasons.
Manipur kept on burning throughout
the entire year. In fact, the affairs
revolved around Manipurin thisregion
in 2024 as well. This is true that among
the northeastern states, Manipur is
more complicated compared to other
northeastern states. The issue started
with the proposal to grant scheduled
tribe status to the Meitei ethnic group

mainly to Hinduism. Naturally, the pro-
posal of granting scheduled tribe status
to the Meitei ethnic group was vehemently
protested by the Kuki ethnic group,
who follow Christianity. Similarly, a
significant number of Naga people also
live in Manipur who also follow Chris-
tianity. This is true that the religious
affinity creates bonding between the
Kuki and Naga people in Manipur. The
rivalry between the Meitei and Kuki
ethnic groups of Manipur is age-old.
But this became uglier last year. Like
other northeastern states, issues related
to Manipur are land rights and reservation.
As Kukis gotscheduled tribe status long
back, the proposal of granting the same
status to the Meitei community was
perceived as astand against the interest
of the Kuki people.

In 2024, New Delhi experimented
with some measures to sort out the
Manipur conflict under the leadership
of Union Minister for Home Affairs
Amit Shah. But Shah has miserably
failed to win the confidence of the
people of Manipur. People of Manipur
make serious allegations regarding
shifting stands and statements of Shah.
Thereisno doubtin the fact that despite
repeated assurances, Shah has failed
to bring the two conflicting ethnic
groups to the negotiating table. Similarly,
as the BJPisin powerin Manipur, more
was expected from the ruling party of
New Delhi and Imphal. Naturally, 2024
ends with the concerning reality that
even after 19 months, Manipur is burning,
and the government is yet to sortit out,
which puts a big question mark not
only before Shah but the state government
of Manipur as well.

Another turbulent state in the northeast
is certainly Nagaland. In the case of
Manipur, Nagaland has been reported
adding fuel to escalate tension. But the
most concerning development is the
failure of several rounds of talks between
the government and the Naga outfits

in 2024. The initiative of resolving the
Naga issue faced setbacks because of
several reasons. One is obviously the
demand of appointing anew interlocutor.
The other one is the use of a separate
flag for the state. Naturally, the government
turned down both the demands. Similarly,
the government-NSCN IM talks remained
inconclusive in 2024 too, despite the
fact that talks held on the framework
were made in 2015. The year ends with
the warning of NSCN-IM resuming
insurgency. The leadership of NSCN-
IM feels that the present government
of New Delhi has not displayed com-
mitment and accountability to address
the Naga issue. This is a major cause of
concern not only for the northeast but
also for the internal security of India.
Similarly, Mizoram also seemed to
be taking the wrong path yet again in
2024. The report of Mizo insurgent
groups trying to fry bread putting into
use the chaotic situation in Manipur
also came to light this year. But the
statementissued by the Mizoram chief
minister, Lalduhoma, during his visit

to the United States created much con-
troversy. His speech to consolidate the
Mizo people and other sub-tribes fol-
lowing Christianity can be perceived
as a challenge to India’s sovereignty.
The larger question is how a chief
minister taking an oath of office as per
the Indian Constitution can speak in
thisway. Whatever he said, his statement
in the United States resembles the lan-
guage of a separatist leader, which can
never be accepted. Apart from anything
else, such a statement will instigate
insurgent activities in Mizoram and
other Christian-dominated regions of
northeast India. The year 2024 ends
with such apprehension.
Thisyearisalsoimportantfor Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura and Megha-
laya. Under the initiative of Assam's
chiefminister, political initiatives have
been made toresolve the age-old inter-
state border disputes in 2024. But as
was apprehended, these initiatives are
yet to achieve success. The ruling BJP
invarious northeastern states has made
fresh attempts to expand the saffron

criminal activities increased substantially
in Assam, on the other, fresh debate
beganregarding the cut-off yearrelated
to the NRC. The strife of the ethnic
community to create a separate state
also got momentum on the backdrop
of abnormal demographic changes in
Tripura. Some incidents of separatist
activities have also been reported from
Arunachal Pradesh. Similarly, increasing
activities of crime have been reported
from Meghalaya. The narcotic trade
increased considerably this year in these
states.

However, it would be wrong to
perceive the issues related to India’s
northeast withoutreferring to the devel-
opments in the neighbouring countries.
The situation in Bangladesh since the
ouster of Hasina has proved to be one
of the major challenges before India.
However, this challenge is larger in the
context of northeast India. As Hasina
left Bangladesh on 5 August, the anti-
Hasina movementbegan targeting reli-
gious minorities and their worship
places across Bangladesh. On the back-
drop of inhuman atrocities against the
Hindu community in Bangladesh, a
fresh spell of refugees tried to enter
India. The government of India made
aheavy deployment of force across the
India-Bangladesh border to restrict
people entering India. The northeast-
Bangladesh border is no exception.
Bangladesh becoming the new destination
of Islamic terror bears greatimplications
for northeast India. Pakistan gaining
ground in Bangladesh shows the level
of concern happening adjacent to north-
east India in 2024. This is a matter of
grave concern for the northeast. The
religious demography of northeastIndia
makes it obvious. The situation in
Bangladesh has larger implications for
thenortheast, as apprehension is larger
considering the track record of Bangladesh
that provided asylum to the northeast-
based insurgent outfits earlier. The

uation. Under the rule of Md Yunus,
Bangladesh seems to follow the same
pattern that Jiaur Rahman once did. In
fact, Bangladesh seems to follow the
footprint of Syria. The regular provocative
statements of Bangladeshi Islamic
leaders during the so-called religious
gathering and the challenge to annex
Assam and Tripura with Bangladesh
have already created religious intolerance
across northeastern states. The tone
and trajectory of the insurgent leaders
of the northeast prove that a section is
happy with what has happened in
Bangladesh so far.

Similarly, despite the shift in power
in Myanmar, the situation has hardly
changed in India’s favour. Be it Manipur,
Nagaland or Mizoram, the impact of
Myanmar is obvious. One may rejoice
that the Arakan Army is challenging
Bangladesh in Chittagong. But the reality
is: like the previous junta, the Arakan
Army is also dependent on China. In
fact, Myanmar does nothave the leverage
to run the affairs without China. In the
last week of December, China recognised
the Arakan Army thatvirtually replaced
the formerregime. This means Myanmar
remains in the same place as it has
been so far for India.

Thus, the year 2024 is ending with
several concerning developments for
NortheastIndia, and all these are viable
strategic and security challenges for
New Delhi. There is no magic stick that
can change things with the first sunrise
of 2025. But that does not mean that
there is any scope to be casual. In fact,
India does not have that leverage con-
sidering all these things. This is not a
New Year greeting but a wakeup call to
resolve the issues plaguing the northeast
with larger pace. All hope to see solid
policy decisionsin 2025 to secure India’s
interests in the northeast like in other
parts of India.

The writer is an independent contributor.
Views expressed are personal.

LitFestconcludes enriching

searchfor socio-cultural roots

NAVA THAKURIA

reaking the conventional territory
ofastandardised literature fes-
tival in India, the Pragjyotishpur
Literature Festival 2024 unveiled
aseries of panel discussions and special
sessions with eminent authors to motivate
the audience tolook beyond the current
narrative and search for socio-cultural
roots. Organised for the second time
by the Sankardev Education and
Research Foundationon 13, 14 and
15 December, the LitFest in the
prehistoric city of Guwahati also
comprised different sessions on
multilingual poetry recitation,
regional literature aspiration, a
few selected cultural programmes
withlocal flavours that flourished
on the bank of the Brahmaputra,
and workshops on creative writing
and environmental protection to
attract people with a variety of
interests in literature, art, culture and
traditions that prevailed in northeast
India. The inaugural ceremony of the
national-level LitFest opened up for
thousands of literary enthusiasts, art
connoisseurs, and novice writers with
areal intellectual and interactive treat
propagating the rich cultural heritage
of the land. The closing ceremony wit-
nessed the presentation of Pragjyotishpur
LitFest Literature Awards to veteran
Nepali writer Bidyapati Dahal and in
the promising writer’s category to
Suprakash Bhuyan.

Dahal, a revered Sanskrit scholar
who has immensely contributed to
Nepali and Hindi literature, expressed
his gratitude for the honour and stated
that it gave him a motivation to create
more literary works in the coming days.
On the other hand, Bhuyan, who is a
stimulating story writer regularly con-
tributing to prominent Assamese literary
magazines like Prakash, Gariyosi, Prantik,
Satsori, etc., stated that the award has
made him more responsible for his
literary activities. Assam’s widely
acclaimed academician Amarjyoti
Choudhury, who graced the occasion
as the chief guest, observed that the
national-level LitFest would open doors
to new ideas, which became necessary
for the younger generation. He mentioned
that Bharat Ratna Bhupen Hazarika
always maintained a sense of national
responsibility, harmony, and universal
philosophy in his creations. An actor
and writer by passion, Choudhury
lauded the initiative to organise a series
of discussions on heritage, tradition,
self-awareness and pride during the
event.

Prior to the closing function, five
intriguing sessions were organised on
the last day of Pragjyotishpur LitFest.
Prof. Gajendra Adhikari (centre-head
at North Eastern Studies of Mohapurush
Srimanta Sankardev University), Prashan-
ta Chakrabarty from Cotton University
and Jogendra Nath Sharma (retired
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Dibru-
garh Uni-
versity pro-
fessor) spoke elab-
orately on ‘Swabodh & Swabhimaan:
From the time of Pragjyotishpur to
present-day Assam,” which was mod-
erated by award-winning Assamese
author Anuradha Sharma Pujari. Four
young cultural researchers from Tripura,
Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh graced
another session titled ‘Exploring Regional
Literature & Culture: Voice of North-
EastIndia.” Moderated by Pari Hiloidari
from Handique Girls' College, the session
was enlightened by Bompy Riba (Rajiv
Gandhi Regional University), Gankhu
Sumnayan (Wangsa Government Col-
lege), Dilip Mayengbam and Ashok Dev
with their stimulating views. Kavya
Kaveri (multilingual poetry session)
was enriched by moderator Ratneshwar
Basumatary (Bodo poet) along with
Deven Chapkata (Nepali), Ravi Shankar
Ravi (Hindi), Welsing Hanse (Karbi),
Mridul Halai and Abhijit Gogoi (Asomiya).
Two parallel workshops attracted a
good number of young participants
where writer Atanu Bhattacharya con-
ducted the training program on ‘Creative
Writing: The Art of Storytelling’ and
environmentalist author Soumyadeep
Dutta conducted a session on ‘Preserving
Assam's Natural Heritage.’.

The second day witnessed four
appealing panel discussions exploring
socio-cultural and political developments
of the far eastern part of Bharat. The
discussions witnessed vibrantintellectual
exchanges delvinginto heritage, culture,
cinema and journalism in the region.
Experts from various fields shared their
perspectives, contributing to a deeper
understanding of the local culture and
society. The session titled ‘Heritage
and Cultural Identity: The Role of Tech-
nology’ explored the possibilities of
preservation for the cultural heritage
through technological advancements.
Moderated by Rakhee Kalita Moral from
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Cotton University, the session was
addressed by Dhruvajyoti Bora, vice-
chancellor of Srimanta Sankaradeva
Health Science University, where he
highlighted the importance of regional
languages in maintaining cultural
authenticity. Bhaskarjyoti Sharma from
Anundoram Borooah Institute of Lan-
guage, Art & Culture discussed how
traditions shape identity and stressed
the role of technology in conserving
these legacies.

Similarly, Arup Nath from Tezpur
Central University stated that some tra-
ditions are tangible and visible to us.
These are markers of history, but there
are also intangible traditions that can
only be felt (for instance, the melodies
in Bhupen-da's songs), he added. Par-
ticipating in the discussion titled ‘Role
of Brahmaputra in Assam’s Diverse
Society,” Er Pradeep Bhuyan cautioned
about ecological and cultural threats
posed by a number of hydroelectric
dams on Brahmaputra in the upper
riparian localities (including Tibet).
Prashanta Boro from Bodo Sahitya Sabha
spoke about the mightyriver’s historical
significance from ancient Pragjyotishpur
tomodern-era Asom, where the session
was moderated by Padma Shriawardee
author Arup Kumar Dutta.

On the ‘Changing Media Landscape:
Credibility and Reliability," which was
moderated by Prasanta Jyoti Baruah of
Assam Tribune, focused on the evolving
characteristics of journalism in the
region. Senior journalist Rupam Barua
discussed the challenges ahead of main-
stream media persons while maintaining
factual accuracy amidst the aggression
of social media. As a panellist, this
writer emphasised truth-driven reporting
and highlighted the adverse impacts of
unchecked misinformation speared by
some media outlets. The panel on
‘Beyond Entertainment: The Role of
Cinemain Shaping Societal Narratives,’
which was moderated by film critic
Aparajita Pujari, examined cinema’s
transformative potential in shaping
societal norms and perceptions. Atul
Gangwar, a veteran filmmaker, spoke
about cinema’s power to address mis-
conceptions and foster positive social
changes. Popular Assamese actor Kapil
Bora highlighted the importance of

conveying meaningful messages through
film works. Accomplished speaker
Dabang Tayeng and academician Samrat
Bora highlighted how cinema (celluloid
to current digital forms) can introduce
new ideas to influence social growth
and progress.

The unique literary confluence of
author-translators, art connoisseurs,
critics, budding writers, and commen-
tators on economics & history was inau-
gurated by celebrated educationist
Malini Goswami in the gracious presence
of acclaimed economist Swaminathan
Gurumurthy, prominent author-colum-
nistJ Sai Deepak, JNU professor Anand
Ranganathan, well-known historian
Sanjeev Sanyal, SERF chairman Lt Gen
(retired) Rana Pratap Kalita, Smriti
Kumar Sinha, vice-chancellor of Pragjy-
otishpur University, LitFest organising
committee chief Taren Boro, and many
others. The inaugural function began
with an Assamese devotional song,
Borgeet, performed by classical musician
Vidyasagar, to greet the audience com-
prising several distinguished personalities,
including Basistha Bujarbaruah, Narendra
Kumar, Sunil Mohanty, Khagen Saikia,
Ramen Sarma, Jagadindra Raichoudhury,
Devajit Bhuyan, Bikram Kalita, etc.

In recent days, literature festivals
organised in different parts of India
have become popular among writer-
authors, playwrights, music-film appre-
ciators, social thinkers and editor-jour-
nalists, where the regional literary works
are often propagated with great enthu-
siasm. Pragjyotishpur LitFest hasjoined
the group of annual literary events,
including the Jaipur Literature Festival,
Kolkata Literary Festival, Bangalore Lit-
erature Festival, Kerala Literature Festival,
Pune International Literary Festival,
Mumbai Queensline LitFest, Hyderabad
Literary Festival, Nagpur Literature Fes-
tival, Ahmedabad International Literature
Festival, Chandigarh Literature Festival,
Dehradun Literature Festival, Goa Arts
and Literature Festival, Bhubaneswar
Literary Festival, Srinagar Literature
Festival, Lucknow Literary Festival, etc.,
but maintains a difference, which was
reflected in the last edition as well.

The writer is a Guwahati-based special
representative of The Statesman
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Revisiting

autonomous district

councilsin North-East India:
Relevance and challenges

ABHIJIT DEB

he spotlight has once again

turned to the autonomous dis-

trict councils (ADCs) as the

Meghalaya government has
announced the dates for the district
council elections, scheduled for 21
February 2025. This renewed focus
offers an opportunity to examine the
relevance and challenges of these
unique administrative entities in the
northeastregion of India. Autonomous
district councils were established under
the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Con-
stitution to safeguard the rights, customs
and traditions of tribal communities.
Envisioned as self-governing bodies,
ADCswere intended to bring governance
closer to the grassroots, ensuring that
the aspirations of tribal communities
were met while fostering their integration
into the national mainstream.

Currently, there are ten ADCs across
seven states in the NE region Meghalaya:
Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council
(KHADCQC), Jaintia Hills Autonomous
District Council JHADC), and Garo
Hills Autonomous District Council
(GHADC), Assam: Bodoland Territorial
Council, Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council, and Dima Hasao Autonomous
Council, Tripura: Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council,Mizoram:
Chakma Autonomous District Council,
Lai Autonomous District Council and
Mara Autonomous District Council.

Powers and functions of ADCs

ADCs possess legislative, executive
and judicial powers over specific
subjects, such asland, forests, marriage,
divorce and inheritance. They can also
manage local institutions like schools,
markets, dispensaries and roads. Impor-
tantly, ADCs have the authority to
establish village courts, although their
jurisdiction remains subordinate to
the concerned High Court.

However, the powers granted to
ADCs have often led to conflicts of
interest with state governments. In
Meghalaya, for instance, the entire
state remains under the Sixth Schedule
despite achieving statehood in 1972,
resultingin frequent disputes between
the ADCs and the state legislature.

Despite theirlofty goals, ADCs have
faced significant criticism for failing
to deliver on their promises. Key chal-
lenges include:

Lack of coordination and account-
ability: Coordination between state
governments, planning departments
and ADCs remains weak, leading to
poorimplementation of developmental
projects. The absence of effective mon-
itoring and evaluation mechanisms
has also resulted in widespread cor-
ruption and underdevelopment.

Exclusion and conflict: Instead of
empowering tribal communities, the
ADC framework has often led to exclusion
and disparities.

For instance, the demand for an
autonomous council by the Kukis in
Manipur has sparked tensions with

the majority Meitei community. Similarly,
in Assam, groups like the Chutia, Koch-
Rajbongshi, Matak, Moran, Tai-Ahom,
and Tea Tribes have demanded inclusion
under the Sixth Schedule, potentially
leading to further divisions.

ADCs are frequently accused of mis-
using their financial autonomy. Diversion
of funds, favoritism, and vote-bank
politics have undermined their credibility.
Corruption, as highlighted in studies
like Triveni Goswami’s investigation
of the Dima Hasao council, has severely
hampered development

“Anexus of contractors, bureaucrats,
and local elites has emerged, exploiting
development funds meant for infra-
structure and welfare projects. This
has eroded trustin ADCs and diminished
their ability to serve tribal communities
effectively,” the report stated.

While the Sixth Schedule aimed to
protect tribal identities, it has also
created disparities. Leaders from hill
areas argue for greater autonomy, while
plains leaders view this autonomy as
excessive, fearing separatist tendencies.

This divide was evident even during
the debates of the Constituent Assembly,
with some members like Kuladhar
Chaliha warning against creating “Trib-
alstan” akin to Pakistan.

Moreover, exemptions under laws
like the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), 2019, have further complicated
the situation. While areas under the
Sixth Schedule are shielded from CAA
provisions, this has led to concerns
about unequal treatment and exclusion.

Given the socio-political changes
in the NE region, it is imperative to
revisit and enhance the provisions of
the Sixth Schedule. Key recommen-
dations of some committee include:

Strengthening governance and
accountability: Establish efficient village
and regional councils to improve grass-
roots governance. Introduce robust
mechanisms for monitoring and eval-
uating developmental projects and
fund utilisation.

Balancing autonomy and integration:
Promote collaboration between ADCs
and state governments to harmonise
development efforts. Ensure that auton-
omy does not hinder inclusive growth
and integration. Addressing corruption:
Enforce stricter regulations to curb
financial mismanagement. Increase
transparency in fund allocation and
projectimplementation. Fostering dia-
logue: Encourage dialogue among
various ethnic groups to address dis-
parities and prevent conflicts. Emphasise
shared development goals to unite
diverse communities.

Asthe NEregion continues to evolve,
the relevance of ADCs mustbe reassessed.
While they have played a pivotal role
in preserving tribal identities, their
limitations and shortcomings cannot
be overlooked. By addressing these
challenges, ADCs can fulfill their
intended purpose of empowering tribal
communities and driving holistic devel-
opment in the region.
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Delhi Royals unveiled as
new franchise in Legend
90 League: Delhi Royals
have been officially unveiled
as the latest franchise of
the Legend 90 League, set
to commence in February
2025. The announcement of
the team came along with
the reveal of its striking
logo, which is a depiction of
an armour shield symbolis-
ing strength, resilience, and
valour. Designed to reflect
the team s fighting spirit
and commitment to excel-
lence, the shield represents
the Royals™ readiness to
take on challenges with
determination. The league
will feature seven franchis-
es and showcase the skills
of 90 legendary players. The
Delhi Royals franchise is
acquired by Mannat Group,
North India” s largest high-
way hospitality brand.

Coach Alexandersson
reveals women's football
squad for Maldives
friendlies: The Indian U20
women's football team
coach Joakim Alexandersson
has announced a 23-mem-
ber squad for the FIFA Inter-
national Friendlies against
Maldives, set to take place
on December 30, 2024 and
January 2, 2025. Both
matches will be played at
the Padukone -Dravid Cen-
tre for Sports Excellence in
Bengaluru. The Swedish
coach, Alexandersson, said,
"We have some senior
women s players joining us
in the Bengaluru camp so
we’ Il have a mix of U20 and
senior players for this
match.”
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BGT2024-25: Bumrah
overtakesKa pil Dev

‘NEW COACH BRINGS A FRESH LOOK TO MY GAME’

':- Djokovic, who partnered with the recently retired Andy Murray, spoke
highly of his new head coach and claimed the Scottish legend has helped the 24-

& time Grand Slam champion get a ‘fresh look’ at his game. Djokovic's coaching
partnership with Murray was revealed less than four months after the 37-
Lyear-old Scot retired at the Paris Olympics, the same event at which Djokovic
clinched gold, the last significant prize he had not claimed. "l think he's
bringing a fresh look to my game and I'll be able to benefit from that, no
S doubt, on the court. But also that champion mentality he has, I'm sure
we'll match very well," said Djokovic in a press conference in Brisbane.

Aussie batters frustrateIndiainsecondinningsat MCG Test, extendlead to 333

AGENCIES
MELBOURNE, 29 DECEMBER

ace spearhead Jasprit

Bumrah overtookleg-

endary all-rounder

Kapil Dev on Sunday,
taking the most international
wickets for India against Aus-
tralia in Australia.

Bumrah achieved this mile-
stone during the fourth day of
the fourth Test against Australia
at Melbourne Cricket Ground
MCQG).

During the second innings,
Bumrah took 4/56 in 24 overs
at an economy rate of 2.33.
He got the wickets of Sam
Konstas, Travis Head, Mitchell
Marsh and wicketkeeper-batter
Alex Carey. Bumrah has now
taken 75 wicketsin 21 matches
in Australia at an average of
19.74, with best figures of 6/33.
He has three five-wicket hauls
in Australia.

On the other hand, in 31
international matchesin Aus-
tralia, Kapil Dev has taken 72
wickets against Australia at
an average of 25.44, with best
figures of 8/106, having five
five-wicket haulsin Australia.

In 11 Tests in Australia,
Bumrah has taken 61 wickets
at an average of 17.44, with
best spell of 6/33 and three
five-wicket hauls.

Comingto the match, Aus-
tralia won the toss and opted
tobatfirst. Half-centuries from

Konstas (60 in 65 balls, with
six fours and two sixes), Usman
Khawaja (57 in 121 balls, with
six fours), Marnus Labuschagne
(72 in 145 balls, with seven
fours) and 34th Test ton from
Steve Smith (140 in 197 balls,
with 13 fours and three sixes)
took Australia to 474/10 in
their first innings.

Bumrah (4/99) and Ravindra
Jadeja (3/78) were the lead
pacer and spinner for the team,
while Akash Deep got two
wickets and Washington Sundar

ISL: NorthEast United FC hope to bolster
strong away record against Mumbai City

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 29 DECEMBER

Mumbai City FC will host
NorthEast United FC in the
Indian Super League (ISL)
2024-25 at the Mumbai Foot-
ball Arena on Monday. Mum-
bai City FC are fifth in the
points table with 20 points
from 12 games, while North-
East United FC are in sixth
place, having accumulated
18 points from 12 matches.

Mumbai City FC come
into this clash after having
won three of their last five
matches while NorthEast
United FC have secured two
wins and losses each in the
same span.

This will be the 21st ISL
meeting between the two
sides, with Mumbai City FC
aiming to continue their dom-
inance against NorthEast
United FC.

Mumbai City FC are
unbeaten in their last six ISL
encounters with NorthEast
United FC (W4 D2), winning
each of the last four.

The two teams have
embraced slightly opposite

playing philosophies this
year. The Highlanders have
scored 26 goals, only behind
Bengaluru FC’s 27 and tied
with the Mariners in the same
metric.

Whereas, Mumbai City FC
have found the back of the
net the fourth-least times in
the competition (15). However,
the home team has been
more consistent defensively,
keepingfive clean sheets and
conceding 13 goals, as opposed
to the two clean sheets of
the NorthEast United FC,
who have conceded 20 strikes.

Mumbai City FC have kept
clean sheetsin theirlast four
ISL matches, winning three
ofthem. Another clean sheet
against NorthEast United FC
will see them equal their
longest such streak in ISL
history (five matches in

Muddappa cementsplace
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AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 29 DECEMBER

Ace Indian rider, Hemanth
Muddappa of Mantra Racing,
iscrowned a triple champion
as he triumphed in three
classes to baghis 15th National
as the fourth and final round
of the MMSC FMSCI Indian
National Motorcycle Drag
Racing Championship 2024
concluded at the Madras Inter-
national Circuit (MIC) on
Sunday.

The Bengaluru speedster,

in Indian motorsports

known for his exceptional
skills and dominance on the
drag-strip, sealed his 13th
title, even before stepping on
the track, as he garnered an
unbeatable lead of 29 points
inthe 4-stroke 1051 to 1650cc
Super Sport class. Today, he
achieved an unparalleled mile-
stone by taking part in three
more classes and won two of
them to claim a triple crown
in the 2024 Nationals and for
an unprecedented 15 career
National titles. He bagged
second in the other class.

November2014). Their robust
defensive foundation haslaid
the groundwork for their over-
all playing style this season.

NorthEast United FC have
lost just one of their last five
away matches (W2 D2), scoring
multiple goals in four of them.
They have scored 12 goals
during this run, displaying a
refined attacking approach
on the road.

The Highlanders have
scored a league-high eight
goals in the opening 15 min-
utes of matches this season.
However, their defence has
been shaky, conceding four
goals during the same phase.
Head coach Juan Pedro Benali
will have to find a way to
ensure that his team doesn’t
lose their shape and structure
at the back in their quest for
early goals.

got one scalp.

Indialost two quick wickets
andwerereducedto51/2, but
a century stand between
Yashasvi Jaiswal (82 in 118
balls, with 11 fours and a six)
and Virat Kohli (36 in 86 balls,
with four boundaries) stabilised
the innings. However, Jaiswal's
run-out and Virat's outside
off-stump woes caused India
toend daytwoon 164/5.Then
itwas a 127-run stand between
Washington Sundar (50in 162
balls, with one four) and Nitish

(114in 189 balls, with 11 fours
and a six) that helped India
reach 369. Scott Boland (3/57),
skipper Pat Cummins (3/89)
and Nathan Lyon (3/96) were
the top bowlers for Aussies.
In their second innings,
Australiawasreducedto91/6,
but Labuschagne (70 in 139
balls, with three fours) and
skipper Pat Cummins (41 in
90 balls, with four boundaries)
took Australia to 228/9, alead
of333, leaving all three results
pssible on the final day.
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T20I Cricketer of the Year: Smriti,
Arshdeep nominated forthe Year

AGENCIES
DUBAI, 29 DECEMBER

India star batter Smriti Mand-
hanahasbeen shortlisted for
the ICCWomen's ODI Cricket
of the Year after a brilliant
year with the bat. Meanwhile,
India pacer Arshdeep Singh
has been shortlisted for the
ICC Men's T20I Cricketer of
the Year after a splendid year
with the Menin Blue that saw
him lift the T20 World Cup in
Barbados.

Smriti Mandhana nomi-
nated for the annual honour
of the 50-over format alongside
Laura Wolvaardt of South
Africa, Annabel Sutherland
of Australia and Sri Lanka's
Chamari Athapaththu

Mandhana nominated for
the annual honour of the 50-
over format alongside Laura
Wolvaardt of South Africa,
Annabel Sutherland of Australia
and Sri Lanka's Chamari Atha-
paththu.

A pair of centuries in June
against South Africa in Ben-
galuru got Mandhana's 2024
campaign rolling, and the
left-hander managed two fur-
ther hundreds later in the
year to stay in good touch
right up until December.

Mandhana managed a total
of 343 runs from three innings
in a Player of the Series effort
against South Africa and got
her third hundred of 2024
when amassing 100 in the
final match of India's home
series against New Zealand
right after the completion of

the ICC Women's T20 World
Cup.

Another hundred followed
inthefinal match ofherside's
three-game series with Aus-
tralia in December, but that
was in vain as the Aussies
completed a 3-0 series sweep
of their own.

Arshdeep will compete
against Zimbabwe's Sikandar
Raza, Australia's Travis Head
and former Pakistan captain
Babar Azam for the annual
accolade of the shortest for-
mat.

Jasprit Bumrah’s selective
T20I appearances have allowed
Arshdeep to excel as India’s
primary pacer in the format.
Arshdeep claimed 36 wickets
in 18 matches in 2022, just
one behind Bhuvneshwar
Kumar’s 37 butin significantly
fewer games.

Filling the left-arm pacer
void, Arshdeep delivered

match-winning performances
across conditions, including
key contributions to India’s
T20 World Cup triumph. His
standout moment came in
the final, where he removed
Aiden Markram and Quinton
de Kock before bowling a tight
19th over that sealed the
second T20 title for the Rohit
Sharma-led side.

Raza continues to shine
for Zimbabwe, earning a short-
list nod for the third consecutive
year. The 39-year-old all-
rounder led his side to an
unbeaten runin theICCMen’s
T20 World Cup sub-regional
Africa Qualifier Group B, scor-
ing 199 runs and taking 10
wickets.

His highlight came against
India in July this year, where
he claimed 3/25 on a tricky
track to secure a 13-run win,
breaking key partnerships to
script the upset.

Santosh Trophy: West Bengal storminto finalwith4-2 winover Services

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD , 29 DECEMBER

The 78th National Football
Championship for the Santosh
Trophywitnessed a dramatic
semi-final where a tale of two
halves unfolded before West
Bengal clinched a place in
the final by overcoming
defending champions Services
4-2 at the Gachibowli Stadium,
here, on Sunday.

The win marked West Ben-
gal’s 47th appearance in the
tournament's final, which
they have won a record 32
times.

The match saw West Bengal
asserting their authority early
on. Manotos Maji and Naro
Hari Shrestha each scored a
goal, while Robi Hansda, the
tournament’sleading scorer
with atotal of 11 goals, added
a brace to his tally to bag the
Player of the Match award.

Services, on the back foot
for much of the first half,
managed to score through
Bikash Thapa and an own
goal by West Bengal, which
added some suspense to the

proceedings in the second
half.

4

West Bengal unleashed
well-coordinated attacks in
the first half. Their organisation
in defence also stood out,
stifling the Services forwards
from making any significant
impact.

Services, with seven titles
to their name, seemed to lack
a coherent strategy. They
struggled to penetrate the
Bengal defence and appeared
disorganised at the back,
unable to contain the relentless
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attack of their opponents in
the first half.

The opening goal came in
the 16th minute due to Serv-
ices’ inability to clear a deep
long ball. Maji capitalised on
the defensive lapse, controlling
the ball at the edge of the
box and firing home to give
West Bengal the lead. This
goal marked Maji’s sixth of
the tournament.

As the first half neared its
conclusion, West Bengal inten-

South Africa become first team to qualify for WTC
2025 final with win against Pak in Centurion Test

AGENCIES
CENTURION, 29 DECEMBER

South Africa registered their
spot in the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) 2025whichis
set to be played at the Lord's
nextyear following their victory
against Pakistan by two wickets
in the first Test of their two-
match series here on Sunday.

The Proteas were already
on top of the WTC standings
aftera2-0series sweep against
Sri Lanka at home. Having
played 11 Testsin the ongoing
cycle, South Africa have won
seven games and have a win
percentage of 66.67.

Havingstarted off the ongo-
ing cycle with a drawn series
athome against India, followed
by a clean sweep at the hands
of New Zealand, the Proteas
bounced backwithimpressive
wins away from home against
West Indies and Bangladesh,
followed by dominantdisplays
at home.

The Temba Bavuma-led
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side pipped Australia, India
and SriLanka - who arealsoin
contention - to become the
firstteam to book a spotin the
Final at Lord's next year, barring
any point deductions owing
to slow-over rate.

Requiring a win to confirm
qualification, South Africahad
been dealt early blows by Pak-
istanlate on the third day after
the visitors had set up a total
of148. At Stumps on Saturday,
the Proteas were three down
for 27 at the SuperSport Park.

But starting the day's play
on Sunday, skipper Temba
Bavuma combined alongside

Aiden Markram torestore some
calm, but Pakistan forged anoth-
er comeback with pacer
Mohammad Abbas snapping
sixwickets in the second innings.

The Proteas were left tee-
tering at 99/8 when Kagiso
Rabada (31%) joined Marco
Jansen (16*) in the middle.
The duo combined to add runs
for the ninth wicket to seal the
win.

Earlier, South Africa had
won the toss and elected to
field first in Centurion.

The hosts were put in the
driving seat after Dane Paterson
(5/61) and debutant Corbin

Bosch (4/63) ran through the
visiting batting on the opening
day.

With Pakistan putting a
fight back with the ball, Aiden
Markram and Corbin Bosch
gritted it out with the bat to
help the home team gain a 64-
run lead in the first innings.

Despite half-centuries from
Babar Azam and Saud Shakeel,
Pakistan were unable to capi-
talise with the bat and post a
challenging total. Marco Jansen
was the pick of the bowlers for
the Proteas, snapping the third
fifth-wicket haul of his career
as Pakistan bundled out for
211.The hosts eventually man-
aged to chase down the total
in the most dramatic of ways
to make it to the WTC Final
for the first time.

Brief Score: Pakistan 211 &
237 (Saud Shakeel 84, Babar
Azam 50, Marco Jansen 6/52)
vs South Africa 301 & 150/8
(Temba Bavuma 40, Aiden
Markram 37, Mohammad
Abbas 6-54).
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sified their assault. In injury
time, Naro Hari Shrestha’s
exquisite chip found Hansda,
who coolly rounded the Serv-
ices goalkeeper Gagandeep
Singh to notch up his 10th
goal.

Moments later, Shrestha
himself scored, converting a
through ball from Maji, taking
his tally to seven goals for
the tournament and extending
West Bengal’s lead at halftime.
The second half, however,

painted a different picture.
Perhaps becoming compla-
cent, West Bengal’s grip loos-
ened, allowing Services to
mountacomeback. Services
coach Priya Darshan’s tactical
adjustments also helped turn
the tables. Services reduced
the margin in the 53rd minute
when substitute Bikash Thapa
headed in Dilon Kharka Chet-
tri’s cross from the left.

The goal dramatically shift-
ed the momentum in Services’
favour and their resurgence
was palpable as they pressed
to score their second, which
came in the 74th minute. A
teasing cross from the right
was turned into his own net
by West Bengal defender
Juwel Ahmed Mazumder, set-
ting the stage for a tense
finale. Despite the intense
pressure from Services to find
the equaliser, West Bengal
managed to restore order and
clinch another goal in the
dying minutes of the match.
Israful Dewan’s brilliant run
culminated in an assist to
Hansda, who completed his
brace and sent widespread
celebrations in the West Bengal
dugout.

Global Indian Pravasi
Kabaddi League unveils 12
teams forinaugural season

AGENCIES
GURUGRAM, 29 DECEMBER

The Global Indian Pravasi
Kabaddi League (GI-PKL), has
officially unveiled its 12 fran-
chise teams and logos, further
heightening anticipation for
its inaugural season. The
league, which equally empha-
sizes men's and women's
competitions, represents a
groundbreaking shift in the
sportwith its innovative format
and inclusive vision.

The inaugural season will
feature 12 teams--sixwomen's
teams and six corresponding
men's teams--each embodying
the cultural and linguistic
richness of India. The teams
have been strategicallynamed
to reflect their regional iden-
tities:

GI-PKL also revealed its
tagline, #KabaddiKiNayiJung,
symbolizing the league's mis-
sion to redefine the sport by

bringing men and women
together under one banner
and competing on equal terms,
including playing on the same
mat size--a historic first in
kabaddi. Each franchisee will
own both a men's and a
women's team, a first-of-its-
kind arrangementin kabaddi,
promoting equality and inclu-
sivity. Earlier this month, the
Global Pravasi Kabaddi League
(GPKL) revealed its merger
with the Indian Premier Kabad-
di League (IPKL) forming the
GI-PKL, where both men and
women will compete undera
unified league banner on the
same mat size, a first in the
sport's history. Speaking about
the team announcements,
Kanthi D. Suresh, President
of the Holistic International
Pravasi Sports Association
(HIPSA), said, "The GI-PKL
celebrates the rich cultural
heritage of India while taking
kabaddito aglobal audience.
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