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Sandi
Arabia
beat Irag,

reach
GulfCuap

semifinals

Saudi Arabia’s Salem
Al-Dawsan in action
with Iraq's Ali Ativah
at Jaber Al-Ahmad
International Stadium
in huwait City on
saturday. The Green
Falcons defeated

Iraq 3-1 to finish top
of Group B in the
Arabian Gult Cup and
book their place in the
last four of the kuwait
tourmament.
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Israel detains Gaza hospital chief

e Military calls him "Hamas operative but provides no evidence 48 killed in 24 hours

AP, AFP Gazra Stirip

Israel’s army detained the
director of one of northern
Gaza's last fanctioning
hosplitals as sirikes
elsewhere in the terrilory
killed nine people,
Inclnding children.

Gara’s Health Minmistry said D
Hussam Abu  Safiva, director
of Ramal Adwan Hospital, was

arrested along with dozens of

[ heBrief

— TELEMEDICINE

Telemedicine continues 1o
help bridee treatment gaps in
saudi Arabia for rural arcas thai
have a shortage of services. P4

- RUSSIA APOLOGY

Russia's president apologized
I his Azerbaijanl counterpart for
what hecalled a "tragic incident”
following the deadly crash ol an
Azerbaijani airdiner. P8

- SAUDI PROWESS

Saudi Arabia’s prowess in
crude ol production could help
it emerge as a global leader in the

renewable energy sector, PN

tdher stall and taken to an inter-
rgation center,

The minlstry sabd Tsreell troops
stormed the hospital and Forced
many =tafl and patients outside
and tokd them to strip in winter
weather,

Israels military confirmeed
detained the director and called
him a swspected Hamas opera-
tive while providing no evidence.

It said it encircled the hospital
and special forces entered and
found weapons in the area. I said

The WHO sabd it was
"appallexd” by the Isracli
rald, adding that
‘hospitals have once again
become battlesrommnds.”

militants fired on s forces and
they were “eliminated.”

The World Health Orgamni-
zation said: "The systematic
dismantling of the health system

and a siege for over 80 days on

morth Gaza parts the lives of the
75,000 Palestinians remaining in
the area at risk”

Gaza authoritdes said condi-
tions for Kamal Adwan patients
who were relocated to  the
damaped Indonesian Hospital
nearhy — also rakded in the past
— were “extremely difficualt.”

lsrae] continued attacks across
Gaza on Saturday. An overnight
sirike Killed at least nine people
in Maghan, mcludmg women
and children, according to staff

CREATIVE MINDS

al Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital and
a reporter who saw the bodies
Men cried as the baodbes, wrappsed
it hloodied white plastic, lay on
the floor of the morgue.

The Health Ministry said on
saturday that 48 people had been
Killed In the past 24 hours by
Israeld fire.

The war has killed more than
45,400 Palestinians, over half of
them women and children.

Related reports Fop0s 0 5 7

&FINALLY

CARE

Ringdom
announces
S$5300m
innew aid
fo Yemen

Arob Nows Hlyoon

Sanuci Arabia has anmounced a
new coonomic support package
for Yemen worth 3500 million
ia  bolster the government's
bickget, stabilize the Central
Bank of Yemen, and foster the
development and stability of the
Yemeni people.

The Eatest assistance includes
a 5300 million deposit into
the Central Bank of Yemen to
improve economic and fAnan-
clal conditions, alongskde $200
million to address the Yemeni
budget deficil.

The latest funding forms part
of a larger £1.2 hillion initiative
throuwgh the Sawdi Development

FASTFACT

Saudi grants for petroleum
dervatives have played a
vital role in operating 80
power plants across Yemen.

and Beconstrmiction Program for
Y CmeT.

The new support aims (o
esiablish  economic,  finan-
cial, and monetary stability in
Yemen by strenglthening public
finances, ballding  govern-
ment  institutional  capacity,
and enhancing governance and
transparency.

The assistance will empower
the private sector o Jdrive
sigstainable economic  growith,
creafe Jod opportamiies,
and place Yemens national
eCOnomy o a more sustainable
path for economic and social
development.

Saudi men weave their stories into every rug

Challenging times during the pandemic led to inspiration, innovation and passion

Rohaf Jambsl - ol

In the wake of the pandemic
Bassam Al-BEhalii and Sauad
Al-Rasheed transformed their
wedathon imto creativity, leading
to the birth of Ghazlah Studio —
a hub for unmgue, hand-tafted
IiEs.

The Saudi mens story is nod
just about artistry but a testa-
ment (o how challenging tmes

can  mspire  mnovation  and
JEASSI0AY,
Al-Bhalifis  journey  began

when he sought o decorate his
room. Frustrated by the tack of
appealing rags in the market, he
decided to create his own.

“I wanted something different,

w0 T opdered the equipment and
checlicatedd i vear to learming how
to tuft” he told Arab News. What
startedd as a peorsonal project
guickly evolved into a larger
visdomn,

Initially, mneither Al-Ehalifi,
an arfist and designer. nor
Al-Rashesd, an avid art collector,
had any experience in weaving,

Bassam A-Khallfi and Saud
Al-Rashead transTormed thelr

Isolathon Imba areativity. Sopplad

They faced a steep learming
cirve bt were undeterved.

"We ook six months to learn
hiow Lo conceive designs, source
materials, and weave the mgs,.”
Al-Ehalili explained.

They  experimented  with
various technigques, ullmmately
settling on a “cut and loop®
meethod  using 100 percent
actyvlic varn. This approach
stands in contrast 1o traditional
Arabian carpet-making methods
which often wtilize wool and
tme-honored designs,

Al-Khalifi pored over tutorials,
consulted with experts, and
practiced tirelessly,
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During our mesting with investors
in Jazan, we reviewed the promising

opportunities and projects that retlect the
region’s potential as an Investmoent destination
Lhust supports the poals of Saudi Vision 20030,

Majed Al-Hogall
Sauel sl oF riuri: gl
ard rursl affam and holsing
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SALT CAMP ™ ithra

—

Dh:lrn.n
Unuder the sky

Jokn SALT Camp x Tthra at Lush
Crarden fora transformative
jourmey Alled with creativity,
worhshops, culinary delighis, and
lasting memories. More detatls
are aviilable on the T app,

Riyadh
Perfumes

Explore the Blue Oud and Per-
fumes Exhihitlon showeasing
orver 100 renosviied leseal and Bn-
ternational brands in a celebra-
ton of captivating fragrances.
For more detatls, visit rivacdh.sa.

Al-Ahsa
Hiking adveniunre

[Mscover the treasures of
AMound Qara in Al-Ahsa with
a visil toa local pottery Fac-
tory, followed by hiking,
hirdwatching, and exploring
reeck [ormitions and caves,

AlUta
Incense road

Embark on a captivating two-
hour journey through AlULa Old
Town, where you can immerse
vourself in scenes from the pasi
and create Your own Incense
hlends. The experience can

be ergoyed until April 5. Book
through experiencealulacom.

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

audi Chief of General Staff

Lt. Gen. Fayvadh Al-Ruwaili

recently met Turkish Minister

of National Defense Yasar Guler
during an official visit to Anlkara,

/ieRegister

THE FECTURES THAT

During the meeting, they reviewed
relatlons between the two countries
andl discussed aspects of coopera-
tion in the defense field, the Defense
Mindstry wrote on X.

MARK THE DAY

Al-Huwaili also headed
the Sandi-Turkish Joint Military
Committee's sixth mecting with
his Turkish counterpart Li. Gen.
AMetin Gurak,

[ E / Il .I'li ‘le‘erld iﬂg Todlerys hof lopies expiatned by Afsfhan Aziz

HEST IN FPEAGE
Olivia Hussey

Crolden Globe-wanming
British actress Olivia Hussey,
st Enown for her portrayal
of Jubiet in Franeo Zeffirellis
1568 film “ Moo and Jullet ™ has died al
ther age of 73,

“It is with profound sadness thod we
announoe the passing of Clivia Hussey
Elslev, who went peacefully at hothe s
revundedd by her loved ones” her Bamily
wrote in a statement shared on social
mreddia, “CHivia was a remarkable person
wiose warmith, wisdom, andd pure kind-
ness touched the lves of all who knew
her. Borm on Aprid Tih, 151 in Buenos
Alres, Arpentina ... Olivia lived a life full
af passbon, love, and dedication 1o the
arts, sparituality, amd Bindmess towsirds
arimals. "As we grieve Lhis immense
boss, we also celebrate Cliia's enduring
impact on our lives and the mdustry”

NEW RECORD

Rose and Bruno Mars

BIACKPINKS Hose and
Firuno Mars” hit single
"APT™ ha= made history by
hecoming the fastest K-pop
music video to reach 700 million vicws
on You Tube, surpassing PEY's 12-year-
sl Pl

Thee track, which was released on Oct,
15, achieved this remarkable milestone
i juest 70 davs and 13 hours, setting a
nirw Benchmark [or R-pog viceos,

This impressive feat not ondy broke
PSY's long-standing record but also
earmed Rose the distinction of having
the fastest music video
by & Ferrna e B
artist to reach thas
achicvement.

The previous
record, set by
P'SY s fconic 20012
irack “Gangnam
Sivie” stood for
over a clecace,
with the video
achieving 700 \
million views in \

118 days
T zomig also

ranks as the fourth

fastest music video
bl 700 bl o

views on YouTube, following behind
Adele's “Hello,” Nicky Jam and I, Balvin's
“X (EQUIS)" and T Snake™ “Taki Taki”
featuring Sefena Gomez, Ozuna, and
Candi B

Additionally, "AFT™ soared to the
eighth position on the Billboarnd Hiol
L0, estabdishing Rose as the highest-
charting female R-pop sodoist,

The song also marked her achilove-
mnl of bescoming the hrst femade K-pog
=olodst to top the Global Spotify chart.

Fans on the X platform
extended their congranila-
thons to the artists for this
remarkable achievement

e NMumberUmedara paost-
ek “Thats amazing. Huge
congratitations
to Roese and
Bruno Mars
for setting

this incred-
thale: record,

Thewr tadent

really shines

through,
amd it
Eresat o
REE hepap
reaching new
hedhita”

Arab Mews J=ddah

& The Ligtht iiml Peace Miseium
at Abu DHeaba’s Sheakh £ayved
Crand Mosque Center offers
exhibits conmecting the Grand
Mosaquie to other iconic mesgues
— highlighting shared spiritual
and architectural hentage. Runs
undil Dec. 31 More mformation 1=
available a1 visstabudhakbd.on

® Experience a journey through
Rahrain® golden era at the
Manami Retio event in Manamsa
Soud) until Jan. 7, celebrating the
vibrant decades from the Glks

to the B0k The Yateem Centre
Rooltop trimsforms Into an aopen
theater, hosting classical perfor-
mances, coiwcerts, and talks

For details and timmdrnes, visit
pErmanama_retroon [nstagram,

® Baraha Cinema is back

lodaqys
Number

28m

According to the Minkstry of
[nterior, the electronic plat-
form Absher issuwed more
than 25 million digital idents
ties as part of its drive toward
digital transformation, Saudi
Press Agency reporied.

Review

Ashbiz

SULAFA ALKHLENAIZE

Ashbiz s a great spot for
Urbel cuisineg, nff-l:lrin_g a rich
and flavorful array of foods
that combines Influences from
Central Asla and the Middle
East.

The maenu s small but Full
of dishes that burst with
favar, Including a favarite aff
mire, ahitken bukhari, which
griginated in the ancient clty of
Bukhara

Bulkharl which can be mads
with beef, lamb or chicken,
i% ®arved hot and packs a
punch with its aromatic spices
like cumin, cardamom and

CHnNamon.
Moodles are a key feature

of Uzbek culsine and the

hand-puled variety created at

Ashbiz are kay to lts g mon:

a deliclous dish that combines
basaf or lamb with vagetables In
a hearty broth

Another Favarite is the
samsa, a tasty bun stuffed with
spiced meat and vegetables,
which resamblas the samosa,
but instead of baing fried is
baked im the owven

Tha manu also Includas
manto — a popular handmada
steamed dumpling stuffed with
& choice of pumpkin or maat
and a unique blend of spices
— andl shish barak soup which
has small dumplings

Ashbiz is a pochet-friendly
option for anyone who enjoys
that home-cocked feel to their
Food.

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

with an upgraded outdoor
movie experience in the heart D 28

Fajr  Bunrise

of Barahat Msheireb in Doha.
With immersive audio and ex:
parkded seating its billed as “the Madinan b4l
|:|-|'|'1-|'|.'rlr|.-!':-.!IJtL:|l:|||:|. OF movee Riyadh E:13 B
enthusiasts and families (o enpoy

films under the stars.” Runs until Abha 2:d1 =R
Ian. 4. For more details check

visitgatar.comm.
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Spotligh

LIBYA

Of fragmentation and state failure

Entrenched rivalries and foreign meddling made progress elusive, prolonging the suffering of the Libyan people

Robert Edwards L onoaon

hen the
Arakb
uprisings
swepl
throaagl
Lhe
Middie East and North Africa in
2011, many in the West hoped
the fall of these entrenched
regimes would herabd a

new era of development and
gond governance, Tnstead,

I marked the beginning of

a peeriod] of unprecedented
suffering for millions.

Sinoe the NATO-backed
uprizing that ousted Muammar
rdldafi, Libya has become
a byrword for state [ailure
— divided between rival
administrations, plagued by
criminality, and used asa
proxy battleground by foreign
powers keen to exploit its
o] and strategic location.

While 2024 affered glimpses
of possible reconciliation
between the North African
nation's competing factions,
steps toward national
elections, and perhaps even
Justice for its long-sulfering
citizens, the country
remains deeply unstable
as It enlers Lhe new year.,

In April, Absdoulave Bathily,
the UN special envay Lo
Libyva, resigned, citing the
country's entrenched political
stalemate. His resignation
fellowed 18 monihs of attempis
1o mediate between Libya™s
ey ided factions, bat a "lack
of political will and good
faith™ thwarted progress,

“The selhsh resolve of
current beaders to maintain the
status quo must stop,” Bathily
tald the Security Council.

Libwa's fragile peace was
repeatecly shattered in 20024,
with vicdence escalating acrnss
major cities and border regions.
It May, clashes in Zawiya
between militias boyval (o the GNU
left one dead and six injured.

Viclence escalated in Tripodi
in July, where clashes between
the Imterior Ministry's Special
Deterrence Forces, also known
as RADA, and Presidential
Councll units resulied in 13
fatalities, including civilians.
August brought another
tragedy in Tripoli, with nine
killed in militia fighting.

Amdd this summer of
hloodshed, there was a glimmer
of justice. In July, Libya's Derna
Criminal Court sentenoed 12
edThcials bo gy o 27 vears in prison
for thedr roles in the catastrophic

DEVASTATION IN LIBYA'S DERNA
In July 2024, 12 officials were sentenced to 27 years in prison fior
thar roles m the Sept, 10, 2023, e collypse
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Sepi. 10, 2023, dam collapse.
The disaster, trigeered by
storm Dandel, unleashed
torrents of water that obliterated
entire neighborhoods in the
coastal city of Derna, claiming
thousands of lives. Rebuilding
efforts remain =low, hindered
by political infkeghting
September brought a
breakthrougeh as Libwa's rival
begbslat ive bodlies agreed (o
appeand Nag Mohamed [ssa

Belgasem as interim ceniral
bank governor, ending months of
furmcdl over financial kesdership,

Oetober saw Lhe International
Criminal Court unseal arrest
warrants for six Libvans
implicated in war crimes
cluring the Second Libvan Civil
War of 2014-20. The suspects.,
linked to the Kanivat militia,
face charges including murder,
fariure and sexual violepee,

In November, the GNLs

Interior Minister Emad
Al-Trabelsi sparked widespread
condemnation from human
righis groups when he
announced plans to establish

a morality pollce force,

“AlTrabelsi's sweeping moral
measures were never ikely to
materialize,” Jalel Harchaou, &
Libva expert and senior fiellow
at the Roval United Services
Institute, told Arab News.,
"Enforcing such rules requires
broad territorial control,
religious credibdlity, and a
clear moral gap to address,

“Much of Libya's population
15 already conservative, the
Interior Ministry lacks religious
backing, and no armeed actor
— Al-Trabelsi included — can
truly project power citywide,
ket alome nationwice.

“Unsurprisingly, nothing
substantial has fodlowed
the initial announcement,
which had dravwn so much
international attention.”

Libya has become one of the
busicst and most deadly routes
used by migrants and refugees
attempting to reach Europe.

Tragedy struck Libya's
migrant routes repeatedly
it 2024, with multiple fagal
incidents highlighting the perils
faced by those seeking refuge.

In Sepiember, a boat capsized
meear Tobruk, leaving 22 missing.
Owctober brought another
dizaster, with only one survivor
from a vessel carrying 13
passengers, Then in November,
28 peoqile disappeared off
Libya's coasi when thear rubiser
ot god into difficulty.

The Kremlin's strategic
ambitions in Libwa are Hkely 1o
keep growing in the new yvear as
it seeks to offset losses in Svria
fodbowing the overthrow earlier
this month of Assad, a kev ally
who had permitted Russian
wse af air and naval bases.

Moscow has deepened ties
with General Haftars Libyvan
Mathonal Army in recent vears,
using Libya ax a launchpad
for expanding its influence in
North Africa and the Sahel.

As Libya'’s nival factions vie
for power, analysts believe this
kind of foreign influence could
further complicate efforts o
:|.-|_']:|||“.'-|']|r':|-:_'t,." il r|-e,! !-il'l'l.'L'I"L‘i;;_'“l Y.

While Svria embarks on i1s
own delicate transition out of
war and dictatorship, Libya
stands as a cautionary tale
for what can happen when
factionalism, greed, and foreign
interests are allowed to trump
the meeds and aspirations of
a long-suffering people,
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News Saudi Arabia

SPIRITUAL JOURNEY

e
The group, comprising 250 European pligrims, participated in various cultural and entertalnment activities. =P

Minister highlights
hingdom'srole in
promoting peace

European guests praise Saudi Arabia’s
hospitality, cultural outreach efforts

Armb Mawa Jeccah

Samdi Arabla’s Ministry
of Islamic Affairs hosted
a cultural event for the
second group of Guests
of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosgues'
Program for Umrah

and Visit, featuring
varions culitwrsl and
entertainment activities.

The group comprised 250
pllgrims from 14 European
countnes, the Saudi Press Agency
repeated. They expressed thedr
gratitude to the leadership and
the ministry for hosting them,
allowing them to perform Umirah
ritugals and wisit historic sites in
Aackimah and Makkah.

Minister of Islambe  Affairs
Sheakh Abdullatif Al-A=sheakh =aid
Saudi Arabia, under the leader:
ship of King Salman and Crowmn

Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
wits committed (o being a beacon
of goodness and moderation.
Duiring a receplion for the
guests, he said the Ringdom
would continue to serve Islam
and Muslims, and promote
tolerance, ooexdstence and

HIGHLIGHT

The minister alse highlighted
the Kingdom's commitmient
to providing humanitarian
aid to those in nesd around
the world, in line with Islam’s

core values of promoting
compassion and support.

urderstanding worldwide.
Al-Asheikh, who Is
the general  supervisor ol
the program. mef the guesis
conveyed the greetings of the
Saudi  leadership amd along

alsn

with members of the program’s
working commitiees reviesed Lhe
services provided and recetved a
bricfing on their work.

The puests commended
the Emgdom on its efforts to
promofe  [slam's message of
wlerance and foster apprecia-
tion for its historical and spiri-
fuial legacy. They also priosed
the new prajects and expansions
at the holy mosques and =ites,
which alizn with Vision 2030,

Al-Ehamar Al-Bagari, head
of imams in the Nethedands,
expressed his gratitude to Saudi
Arabia, s government and lis
peaple for thetr hospitality,

sheikh Al Al-Zughaiba, the
program'’s  exccutive director,
gaid that since its launch the
program  had  provided  the
opportunity for 4,500 men and
women [rom around the world
to perform Umrah and visit the

Prophet's Mosque.

HEALTHCARE

Telemedicine continues to bridge
critical care gapsin Saudi Arabia

Roshid Hassan Hiyadhb

Telemedicine continues to help
bricier: freatment gaps in Saudi
Arabia for rural areas and others
that have a shortage of services,

according 1o a lesding physlclan,

Dr. Amera Rahmatullah, a
consultant m  pulmonary andd
criticall care at King Faisal

Specialist Hospdial and Hesearch
Centre, okl Arab News recently
that telemedicine has ushered in
a new era of cntical care.
Rahmatullah saicd: "Our Tebe-1010
initiative has transformed crtical

care in Sauch Arabia by bridging
the zap between urban and rural
healtheare, This WHO-aocredited
program has reduced unneces-
sary hospital transfers, mproved
patient outcomes, and provided
tmely  inlerventions I remole
areas, ofering =eamless, hgh-
gquakity care across the Kingdom,”
For clinicians in telemedicine,
the COVIIDFG pandemic blew
oipeens Uhie doors of need and acoess,
What had been used before
to treat cntically ol patents in
remeste, rural, and hard-to-reach
communities was suddenly i

play for most of the population.
Recognizing the need to extend
its specialized care heyond
hospital walls, the Tele-ICU
program was launched in 2010,
indtially to reduce patient trans-
lers and ensure remole commmt-
nities had access to critical care
expertise, sanl BEahmatullah.
Durimg the COVID-19 pandemic,
it expanded rapidly, becoming
a [ifeline for managing critically
il patients, Today, the Tele-ICU
network provides real-time [CU
spipport  across  the Kingrdodn,
ensuring high-quality care,

1 heSpace

@®® Madinah’s investment
landscape booms with
promising opportunities

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZ

was honored to participate in tha
racent Madinah Investment Forum
arganized by the Madinah Chamber
of Commerce in collaboration with

i 2020, according to the report.

Mazen bin lbrahim Rajab, chairman of the
Madinah Chamber of Commerce, said the
vabue of projects executed in Madinah this

the Ministry of Invastment.
The event showoased over
200 investmient opportunitios
in the reglon with a combined
value of mare than SRST billkon
[$15,2 billion) across saotors lika
hospitality, logistics, agriculture,
rencwables and real estate.
Homa to the Prophet's
Mosque, Madinah s the
sacond holiest gite in Islam and

the most visited pilgrimage

destination after Makkah. Its religious
and historical significance makes it

a leading investment destination,

WEAr Wk SR2T10 billion, af which 50 parcant

The event showeased
over 2000 investment

opporiunities in

the region witha
combined value of

more than SRSY
hillion (515.2 billion).

Foreign investment in Madinah surged

to SRE3.T billion in 2023, from SR23.7 billlon

came from the private sector
Last year, the region welcomed
miare than 14 millon visitors,
who spant SRS0 billlon. On
the 2024 index of tha top 100
tourtst destinations it ranked
first locally, fifth in the Gulf and
savanth in the Middie East
It also ranked fourth locally
and sevanth in the Arab world

an the Smart Cities Index, second

iry the Kingdom for commuting to work and frst
globally for the safety of women traveling alone.

Tadar 2ok | ~5alie B an goona st o iancn anakaat K eTelatEdsfls

SAUDI FUNDRAISING CAMPANGNS ON KSRELIEF S SAHEM PLATFORM
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Cultural heritage
Riyvadh's souq
celebrates
sandi traditions

St Al-Awaleen, a pard
af Rivadh Season, offers
A capdivaling jouryey
throngh Sawdi traditions,

T s0Licy, eniry 1o wWikich is
freses, blends trachbonal elements
with modern touches, creating
a vibrant cultural hub, the
Sanc Press Amency reported.

oy Al-Awaleen Teatures
handicrafts, folk art, and live
performances rellecting the
Kingdom's culiural heritape amd
providing a platform for kecal
arthsans o svoweise thelr work
andd revive Irachitbonad crafls
Visftors can also participate in
workahops focused on Sadu
weaving and pottery.

Sufrat Al-Dveira, meanwhile,
aiffers “a taste of authentic
Sandi culsine,” the SFA
reperted, adding thar the
“Almospeiene evokes a
by pone e, with activities
like cooking demonstrations
and cultural performances
enriching the experience”

Hiyvadh Season rns
netil March 20025 and has
already been attended by
e than 12 mitlion
peopde, sakd Turki Al-Sheikh,
chairman of the Kmgdom's
General Entertainment
Aunthority. SPA Riyadh

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Humanitarian mission

hSrelielaids

thousands in
crisis rones

Saudi ald agency KSrelief s
continned with s hamanitarian
effors in Yemen, Alghanistan,
Jordan, and Lebanon, benefiting
thousands of individuals,

In Yemen's Hagah. the
Al-ladah Health Center
treated 96 154 patienis in
a week, offering medicines
andd help with reproductive
health, pediatrics and
CIMETEETCY SCTVIOES.

KSrelief also provided 1, 8259
services (o453 individuals in
a oty in Marth, lncluding
prosthetc fftings, rehabilitation,
and phiysical therapy.

It Acken, BSreliel lanehed
phase fwo ol a project Lo Lran
K4 educators, benefiting 5,747
individunals across several
sovernorates, including those
with chisabllitles amd students
with fearning difficulties

BSsrelie] dastributed 276 shelter
kits in Afghanistan’s Nangarhar,
aiching returmees fron Pakistan,
anid flood victims.

[n Jordan's Zaatan camp,
BSrediel s clinics treated 2578
Syrian refugees ina week, while,
in Lebandn, the agency |;|r-::-1.'i.¢l-|_'|:|
60 winiter clothang vouchers
to orphans and individuals with
special needs among Syrian
refugees. SPA Riyadh

Border control

hingdom arresis
Z3.09killegals

inone week

Saucd authoritbes arrested

25 154 people in one week for
hreaching residency, work and
border security regulations

A tobal of ELORS people
were armested for violations
of restdency laws, while 6,210
were held over illegal border
croasing attempts, and a further
3,501 for labor-related issimes

The report showed that
among the 1,556 people
arrested for trying to enter the
Ringdom illegally, 57 percend
were Ethioplan, 41 percent
Yemend, and 2 percent were of
other natiomalities,

A further 57 people were
caght tryving 1o cross into
neighboring countres, and
23 were held for involvement
in transporting violators. The
Minkstry of Tnterior sadd that
anvone found 1o be aalitating
illegal entry to the Kingdom
could face imprisonment for
a maximum of 15 years, a fine
of wp 0o SR mdlkoay (S360,000],
as well as confiscation of
vehicles and property.

suspecied violitbons can
b reported on the toll-free
number H11 in the Makkah
and Rivadh regiomns, and G40
or 9946 in other regions of the

Kingdom. SPA Riyadh

" Faollow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews
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CREATIVE SPARK

Saudi men
weave a
kaleidoscope
of dreams

Bassam Al-Khalifi, Saud Al-Rasheed
master the art of tufting rugs

Rahaf Jambl Hyarn

In the wake of the
pandemic Bassam
Al-Khalifi and Saud
Al-Rasheed transformed
thelr isolatlon into
creativicy, leading to the
birth of Ghazlah Siudio —
a hab for unigue, hand-

tufted rags.

The Saudi men’s story 15 not just
about artisiry but a testament
to how challenging times can
inspire innovation and passion,

Al-Khalifi's journey began
when he sought to decorate his
rosarny. Frustrated by the back of
appealing rugs i the market, he
diecided (o create his own,

"l wanted something different,
g0 1 ordered the equipment and
chestb-ated
how (o tull,” he lold Arab News,
What started as a personal
ElgE] o |.|||||'||':I'_|.' Pyl v IMfds a
larger vision.,

[mitiafly, neither Al-Ehalifi,
an artist and desiener., nor
Al-Rasheed, an avid art collector,
had any experience In weaving,
They faced a steep learning
curve but were undeterred

“We tonk six months to leamn
how to conceive designs, source
materials, amd weave the rugs”
Al-Khalifi explained.

They experimented  with
various technigues, ultimately
seftling on a “cut and loop”
methoed using 100 percent
acrylic yarn. This approach
stands in contrast to tradi-
tlonal Arahlan

making  melhods

A Vear o Il'itl'IIiJI|.:_

e -
which

often utilize wool and time-
honored desirns.

Their learning process was
filled with challenzes, but their
determination pushed them
[orward

Al-Ehalih pored over tutonals,
consulted with experis, and
practiced tirelessly. Al-Rasheed,
with his keen eye for aesthetics,
copiribuaied Iy curling color
pilettes and design concepls,

What started as a hobby soon
l1|-::-.'-.'-.-|_1lr||.'r| ||'|1'i:l il CTEITRIRE -
cial venture, With themr mugs
gaining traction, Al-Khalifi and
Al-Hasheed [aunched Ghazlah,
featuring a debui  collection
et “"Codor as § Seenne,”

The collection  evokes a
range of emotions, reflectng
the complex sentiments
many experienced during the
pandemic. “1 wanted to splash
all these emotions on the plece

itelf” Al-Khalifi said. The
vibsrant lapestiries of leelings
caplure the essence of oy,

nostalgia, and hope

The vibrance of their work
makes a statement piece in any
rodm, Each plece is unbgue, with
some [eaturing Sauchh themes
that enhance their significance
and appeal. The artists also draw
insparation from their hertage,
incorporating traditional maotifs
and modern desipns, creating

a fusion that resonates with a
biroach antchience,

In Gvhazlah's Rivadh workshogp,
the atmosphere is filled with
creativity and energy. The walls
are lned with neatly organized
shelves filled wiath spoals of varm
in every imaginable color. There
are somc of Al-Ehalifis paint
inEs and rags siill in progress,
showeasing thelr journey,

Al-Rasheed  gestuared arouindd
the space, saying: “This place is
full of rogs that we made b

decided not to sell. Why?

Because we love them. I'm

trying to push Al-Khalifi to

sgell them, but he won't.”
Fhazlah Stoedio has made

a nolable mpact n Rivadh,

Thear
attention

work
Fol

galleries
garnered

tiomal  platforms,

showcasing crealions in three By

locally but also from interna-
leading
callaboratbons with major biands

such as Vogue and Sephor

These  parinerships have
elevated their profle and allowed
them o reach a wider audience
with which they can share thetr
artistry and crafismanship

The cluo's sucoess can alsa e
attriboted to their innovative
marketing stratceies.

They leverage social media
i share thelr creative process,
ehnEage With <customers, and
build a community aroand their
bsranad.
showeasing  behind-the-
scenes  [foodage, they mvite
thoir audience into their world,
allowing them to witness the
L L] iransformation of raw materials

THRER] l-.I|||1||.i|1;_':||'I, ) [l

has
Just

HIGH
LIGHTS

® The journay
of Ghazlah
Studio began
when Bassam
Al-Khalifi,
frustrated by
the lack of
appealing rugs
in the market,
decided to
create his own,

& Their dabut
collection
titled "Color

&& a Scene’
evokes a range
of emotions,
reflecting

the complex
soentiments

any
axparienced
during the

pandemic.

Saudl duo
HBassam

Al-KHhRxlHi
and Smud
Al-Rasheed's

story is not
just about

artistry but a
testament to

how challenghng
“  times can

inapire
bimeos ot bod

and passian,
U

As they continue (o prow,
Al-Khalifi amnd Al-Rasheed are
commitied to exploring new
design possibilitics, as well as
looking into creating haome deco
itermns, They plan to expand thei
collections, experimenting with
different textures, matenals, and
techniques.

From a simple idea born during
quarantine to a  noteworthy
business, Critaelah st
continues to make waves in the
Al SOEThe, ]JI'IIJ'."II!._'_ that even in

isolation, inspiration can thrive

As they weave their stones
mto every mug, Al-RKhalifi and
Al-Rasheed invite us all to find
beanty and meaning in our own
Cresl | ve s,

center stage at Rivadh camel festival

Arab Mews [ adt

The works of 2 renowned local
sculptor are among the creative
hichlights of this years KRing
Abdulaziz Camel Festival, which
celebrates not only ships of the
cbesert bud arts and crafis from
arouandd the Kingrlom.

Abdulrahman Al-fabem  is
best known for his depictions of
camels and tracitional tools. Esch
of his pleces serves as a symbaod
of the Ringdom's hentage and
eonnection to the land, the Saudi
Press Agpency reported.

As well as creating his own

HERITAGE AR

Sculpture art, animals take

works, Al-Zahem spemds much
of his time helping to nurtare
the next pencration of artists,
inchiding lis own danghier.
Besicdes providing a  glohal
hub for all things camel,
the festival in Al-Savahiid,
northeast of Rivadh, §s
an important platform
for the arts, offering
an opportunity  for
artists to showcase their
wark to a global audience,
The comibination of arts
and animals also makes the
eveEnl an appealing opion
for visitors and supports

FASTFACT

The combination of arts

and animals makes
the King Abdulaziz
Camel Fastival
an appealing
aption for vialtors

and supports the
aconomic and

cultural growth of

the Kingdom.

the  economie and —
cultural growth of the -.-_
Rangckom. N
The Qassim  munici
pality pavilion at Lhe

|

ih?

|

Snudl craftsman Abduirahman Al- LZohem 8 best knawn
for his depictions of camels and traditlonal toals, 5HA

Mini=trv of Intemwors Securly
Dasks  exhabition, held  along:
sidle the King Abdulaxiz Camel
Festival, also impressed visttors
with a stunning display of wooden
seulpiures.

The intricate works show the
region’  cultursd  herfiage  and
the exceplional crall=smanship
of local artisans, the Sawdr Press
Agency reported on Tucsday.

Characterized by exquisite
cletuil, the sculptures demonstrate
the remarkable skill of Qassim's
craftsmen in transforming woaod
it captivating art that blends
authentictly and creativily.
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(Gaza amputees get new limbs,
but can't shake off war trauma

Survivors are haunted by memories of war and their terror of losing loved ones

AFP Abu Dhabl

Lavan Al Nasr, 14, thought
she would never walk
again after both of her legs
were amputated following
an Isracli bombing in Gaza
ONE YEAr A,

Now, she stands prowdly on
artificial limbs Atted i the TUAE,
Buf fear for her family, still iving
undler the attacks, gnaws away.

“When 1| was told about
prosthetics when 1 armived, 1
didn’t even know they existed,”
ghe jokes, taking a few steps
supporied by crutches.

o 15 able to smile as she
describes her  operations,
refabilitation and her newfound
hope, But emotion  eveniually
catehes up with her

"What scares me today s
losing my brothers, my sisters
and my father” she confides,
bBursting into tears.

Nasr is one of more than 2,000
wolded or seriously il Pales-
tinkans flown with their closest
relatives 1o the UAE during the
[srael-Hamas war

Plucked fom  shattered
Gaza, much of it in ruins, they
are lucky to escape a conflict
that has left more than 45,000
people dead in the Palestinian
territory,

The survivors
the UAE are haunted by their
memaries of war and their terror
of losing loved ones. despito
their new existence in calm,
audet Abu Dhaly,

I don™t care what happens
to me, the important thing s
that nothing happens to them,”
insists Nasr.

The complex housing them
in the UAE capital has a school,
masquee, grocery store and a
hairdresser, s well a8 a care
center offering  physiotherapy.,

brought o

, i

An amputee from the Gaza Strip
receives rehabilitation care of o
haspital in Abu Dhabi, A7 F

specch therapy and counseling.

“Thanks to the prosthetics and
the care provided, patlents have
regained their aulonomy” savs
phy=iotherapist Mustafa Ahmaed
Naji Awad,

Bui the hardest thing to treat
s the psychological impact, he
admits.

Faten Abu Rhoussa, who came
with her [O-vear-old daughter
Gamar, can testify to this,

The Littke girl was caught in an
alr raid in Gaza when she weni
il 1o buy a packet of crsps,
losing a leg from her imjuries.

Qamar's spirits have grodo-
ally improved over time, bt “it
remaing very difficuli for her.
She loved nothing more than
playing on her scooter,” savs her
mather,

“She feels alone without her
hrothers and sisters™ who have
e to Egypd, A Ehoussa adids.

The szingle mother, now
geparated from the ofher
children she has been raising

FASTFACT

The Emirati authorities say
the afflicted Palestinians and
their family members will be
asked to return home when
conditions allow.

since her hushands death, is
desperately tryving to reunite her
family In the UAE.

Until then she feels her life is
“suspended,” leaving her unable
1o plan for the future.

The Emirati authorities sav the

afflicted Palestintans and their
family members will be asked
to return home when conditions
allow.

Ahmad Mazen, 15 who came
with his mother to have a lower-
beg prosthesis fitted, was looking
forward (o being reunited with
hiis father and brother.

But shortly after his arrival, he
fearned that they had been killed
in a bombing raid.

His only consalation is foothall,
his passion, amd the “indescrib-
able feeling™ of finally belng able
to kick a ball again, he says.

DEFIANT MILITIA

Israel
inlercepls
miissile from
Yemen, day
afler Sanaa
hit with
strikes

The Israeli military sadd it inter-
cepied a missile lsunched from
Yemen eardy on Satarday, a day
after the Hoothi-held captal
sSanaz was hit by fresh airstrikes.

sirens sounded in areas of
Jerusabem and the Dead Sea as
“a mizsile launched from Yemen
wis  Intercepded prior o
crossing into Isracli lerritory,”
the lsraeli military sakd.

The day before, a fresh
airstrike hit Sanaa, which Houthi
rebels blamed on “LUS-British
aggresshon™ though i rermains
unclenr who was behind i1,

Thers was no commeent rom
Israel, the US or Britam.

“I heard the blast. My house
shook,” ane Sanaa resident sakd.

The Houthis control lurge parts
of Yemen alter seizing Sanaa and
ousiing the government in 2014,

since the eruplion of war in
Gaza in October last year, the
Houthis — claming solidarity
with Palestinians — have fired a
sertes of missiles and drones at
[srail,

They have stepped ap their

Protesters in Sanaa raise their weapons as they rally to
show support to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, Pouters

attacks RINCE Movember's
ceasefire between  Israel  and
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Istie] has also struck Yemen,
including targeting  Sanaa’s
international girport O
Thursday in an atiack that came
as The head of the World Healih
O ganciation about o
board a plane.

Thwe Houathibs liave also attae ked
commercial shipping in the Red

Wik

Seq, prompiing reprisal strikes
by the US and sometitnes Britain.

Earller on  Friday, before
the sirike on Sanaa,
thousands of people gathered
to protest and express solidarity
with Palestinians.

“The equation has changed
and has  becomes  (Largeting)
alrport for airport, port for port,
and  infrastructure  for  infra-
structure.” Houthi supporter

lens of

Mohammed Al-Gobdsi  said
“We will not et tived o bored
of supporting our brothers in
Craza.”

lsracls sirike on the Sanaa
international alrpsort 111
Thursday shattered  windows
and left the top of the control
tower a bombed-out shell.

A witness sabd that the rafes
al=o  targeted the adjacent
Al-Dailami air base, which shares
the airport s ranway.

“The attack resulted in four
dedd untll now and around 20
wounded from staff, airport and
passengers,”  Houthi  Deputy
Transport  Minister  Yahva
Al-Savani said.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres denounced the escala-
tionm in  hostilites, amd said
bombing transportation  infia-
structure threatendsd humani-
tarian operations in Yemen,
where 80 percent of the popula-
tion depends on aid.

The UN has called Yemwen “the
brgest hiimanitarian crisis in the
world” with 241 million people
in need of humanitarian aid and
protection,

CALL FOR JUSTICE
Damascus
rally
demands
news of
missing
Syrians

BFE Do s

A silent crowd gathered in the
Syrian Darmiascis o
press the new authorities aboud
the fate of relatives who wenl
missing under Hashar Assad and
to chemand justice for their boved
)

Thiee Tate of tens of thousands of
people who disappeared under
Assad — who was ousted on Dec,
8 by a coalition of rebels — is a
key question alter more than 13
vears of devastating civil war that
saw upwards of hall a million
prenple Killeck

Dodens of somber prodesiers
holding pictures of the disap-
prared assembled in central
Damascus's Hijax Sguare, a
jourmalist said.

“Ti ks timee for tyrants o be held
accountable ™ read a black banner
unfurled from the bhaloomy of
the ebegant Oloman-era  tmdn
slation.

Other placards read: " Revealing
the fate of the missing is a right”
and “I don't want an unmarked
grave for my som, I want the
truth”

Such a demonstration would
have been unthinkable under
Assad's rule, bat it is now possible
under the new  authontics
dominated by the radical group
Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham, which bed
Lhve esfTensive that overthrew him.

“Unlartunately for many sears

capital

BACKRGROUND

Dozens of somber protesters
holding pictures of the
disappeared assembled

in central Damascus's

Hijaz Square.

wie were united in the griel of
absence and uncertainty, walting
for our loved ones, ome amnesty
after another,” sad Wala Muostafa
in a speech in the midst of the
protesiers,

Her father Al was arrested in
20003,

“We all s=aw the scenes of
prisoners being eed. [ was
a source of joy, but it was also
very difficult because we did ot
sec our own loved ones among
them,” she said

“We are here to sayv we will
ol accepl anvthing less than
the whole truth, to know what
happened to our relatives, who
tortured them, and if they were
burted, where they are” she
ahilel,

Amani  Al-Hallag, 28, was
seclking news about where to find
the remains of her cousin, whao
was Kdnapped in 2002 when he
was a stucdent dentist.

“1 was once oiwe of those who
was afrald. This s the fArst tme
I am protesting” the 28-vear-old
Amani saick,

Her cousin was abducted as he
came out of the university, said
the young woman in a headscarf.

“They pulled out his nalls, He
ched instantly,” she said.

“We want to know where the
chsappeared are, their bodlies, so
we can identily them”
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AP Belrut

The wife and daughier of one of

deposed Syrian President Bashar
Asad cousins were  arrested
at the Beirul airport, where they
attempted to fiy out with alleg-
edly forged passpaorts, Lebanese
judicial and security officials
saidd, Assads uncle departed the
day before,

Rasha FKhazem, the wife of
Dhirasd Assad — the son of former
Symian Vice President  Rifaat
A=sad, the uncle of Bashar Assad
— amd their daughter, Shams,
were smuggled ([llegally into
Lebanon amnd were rving o iy Lo

Egvpt when they were arrested,
according to  five Lebanese
efficials familiar with the case.
They were being detained by
Lebanese  General  Security,
Rifaat had fAown out the day
before on his real passport and
wias nd stopped, the officials
sald,

Swiss federal prosecutors in
March indicted Hifaat on charges
cof war crimes and crimes against
humanity for allegedly ordering
murder amnd torture more than
four decades ago.

Rifaat Assad, the brother of

Bashar Assads father Hafez
Assewil, Syra's former ruler, led ihe

INVESTIGATION

Assad’s relatives arrested as they tried to flee Lebanon

Mora than 20 military officers and oth

ers affillated with

Apsad's forces were arreated andier bn Lebanon 55F7Fie

artillery unit thai shelled the crty
of Hama amd killed thousands,
earning him the nickname the
“Bastcher of Hama,"™

Earlier this year, Rifast Assad
was  indictedd m Swilzerland
for wir crimes and corimes
against humanity in connection
with Hama.

Tens of thousands of Syrians
are believed to have entered
Lebanon Hlegally on the nighi
of Assad's fall earlier this month,
when insurgent forces entered
Diamascus.

The Lebanese security and
Judicial officials sald that more
than 20 members of the lormer

Syrian  Army's nolorious 4th
Division, military intelligence
offtcers  and others  affiliated
with Assad's security forces were
arrested  earlier in Lebanon.
Some of them were arrested
when they attempted to sell
their weapons.

Lebanon’s public prosecution
office also received an Interpol
notice requesting the arrest of
Jamil Al-Hassan, the former
director of Syran intelligence
unider Assad, Lebanon's caretaker
Prime Minister Najib Mikati
eartier sakd that Lebanon would
cooperate with the Interpol
requiest to arrest Al-Hassan,

Najla Houssar| Berut

The Israeli military
announced [is “success
in dismantling an
nnderground tunnel
In southern Lebanon,
measuring 100 meters
in length, leading to a
hideout belonging to
the Radwan Forces of
Hezbollah™

Isracli forces, which have been
infiltrating the border area
in southern Lebanon  since
Oct. 1| continue to operate in
the country despite the cease-
fire agreement, with Saturday
marking the beginning of the
second month of the specified

withdrawal deadline,
While the Ismacli military
justified its hostile  activi-

ties in southern Lebanon  as
“removing threats in line with
the ceasefire onderstandings
between Israel and Lebanon”
it =aid that “the 300th Brigade,
im cooperation with the MHéth
Division aml engincerimg forces,
sucoessfully  dismantled  the
mentioned tunnmel”

It adced that “the specialized
Yahalom Unit, dealing with explo-
sives, socured and inspected the
tunnel for threats. During the
operations, large quantitdes of
weapoas were discovered inside
the tunnel, including rifles,
machine guns, anti-tank missiles,
as well as advanced surveil-
lance sy=tems. All the equipment
was confscated and destroyed,
inclading the tunnmel itself”

The statement  mentiomed
“the discovery of a stockpile of
anti-tank missiles and  heavy

CEASEFIRE VIOLATION

Israel destroys Hezbollah tunnel

[sraeli forces have been infiltrating border areas in Lebanon since Oct. |

.Jl-._l _ "

'.i.
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Iaraell forces, which have been infiltrating the border area in seuthern Lebanon since Oct. 1, continue to eperate in the country. Faules s Flle

machine-gun positions directed
toward Tsraell siles mear the
tunnel” Tt also noted that “the
tunnels path led to a Hezbollah
command  center  containing
rmockel launch platforms  previ-
osly e against Israel during
the war, as well as large guantities
of explosives”

the Israeli  military
coplinues o encrosch  upon
the border area and prevents

regidents from  accessing  the
area untll further notkce N an
attempt to establish a buffer one,
anoaymeous statements  circu-
lated on social media calling for
“popular  resistance”  Activists
supportive of Hezbollah criticized
the Lebanese Army amd state
for nod responding to the Israel
incursions into towns and villages
and demanded that  Hezbollah

“arm and train us so we can resist

the leraeli occupier and liberate
ouir land with our own hands™

A statement signed by a group
calling itself Youth of the Border
Villages declared: “We  find
curselves compelled 1o defend
our villages and properties with
whatever weapons arc available,
and we will not accep the contin-
watkon of this barbarie, system-
athe, amd brutal aggression by
the encmy, We will be forced (o

laumch a southern popalar resis-
tance to confromnt this assault”

Another statcment signed by
a group called Youth of Beirut's
sotthern Suburb called om “the
Islamic Hesistance in Lebanon,
represented by Hezbollah, (o
fight in defense of the land, the
people, and honor.”

The statement referred to the

Israedl viodations that occurred
dlter the ceasefire agreement

was announced and siated that

“lven what has happened, alter
consildting with the Lebanese
state and rectiving mo response,
and consuliing UNIFIL withouot
recelving any answer, we hereby
begzally, morally, and ethically
authorize Hezbollah and demand
it o arm and tran us 50 we
can resist the lsracli occupier
and liberate our land with owr
oavT haneks"

However, despite these anony-
michis calls, the caretaker govern-
menl, In which Hezbaollah is a
key pariner. continnes to affirm
its commitment o the “cecaselne
agrecment and its imsistence on
implementing Resolution 1701 as

e ]

HIGHLIGHT

Activists supportive of
Hezbollah criticized the
Lebanese Army and state
for not responding to the
Israsli incursions into towns

and villages.

a means to stop hostilities against
Lebanon.”

Meanwhile, Hezbollakh
continges o hold funerals for
members  killed in o southern
Lebanon.

During the funeral of one in
the city of Hermel on Saturday,
Hezbollah MP Thab  Hamacdeh
condemmed “the repeated lsraeli
violations of the ceasefire agree-
ment” He held “the Lebanese
govermiment amnd the commitfes
pverseeing  the implementation
of the ceasefire accountable”
asserting that “resistance remains
the most effective option to
confront the Israeli enemy.”

'SETTLEMENT’

Turkiyes
pro-Rurd
party meels

g

AFP atanbul

A delegation from  Turkiye's
main pro-KRurdish DEM  party
on Saturday visited jailed PEE
leader Abdullah Cealan, who s
serving life on a prison island
off [stanbul, party afficials said.
The visit was the party's first in
almost 10 vears.

DEM's  predecessor,  the
HDF party, last met Ocalan in
April 2015.

On Friday, the government
approved DEMs reguest to
visit Ocalan, who founded the
Rurdistan Waorkers” Party neardy
hall a century ago and has
languished mn solitary confine-
ment since 19949,

The PEK is regarded as
@ “lerror”™  organization by
Turkive and most of ils Western
allies, including the US and ETT,

The DEM party delegation
wis made up of two lawmakers

HIGHLIGHT

The PEK is regarded as a
“terror’ organization by Turkiye
and most of its Westemn allies,
including the US and EU.

— Slrrl Sureyyva Onder  and
Pervin Buldan.

DEM'= co-char Tuncer
Bakirhan hoped the talks with

Ocalan will “open a new era” for

A democratic settlement 1o the
Rurdish problem.

“While I speak here, oar
delegation s meeting  with
Abdullah ©Ocalan at  Imrali
islancd. We beleve 1t's impor-
tant,” he told reporters in
the Uludere disirict near the

Tragl border.
“Tmnrali's door must be
unlocked” Hakirhan sall.

“I hopse that the discussions
there will enable the Rurdish

issuc o be resolved through
democratic means and on a
democratic hasis”

Saturday™ rare visil beciame
possible after President Recep
Tayvip Erdogan's ally Devlet
Bahoeli invited Ocalan to come
o parliament to renounce
“terror,” and (o dishand the
militant group.

Erdogan backed the unprec-
edented appeal as a “historic
window of opportunity.”
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An Afghan Tallban security personnel keeps watoch from a helloopter two days after alrstrikes by Pakistan on Thursday. AFF
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Afghan Tallban forces
targeted several locations
in Pakistan on Saturday,
Afghanistan's Defense
Ministry said, days after
the Fakistand military
launched deadly alr rajds
on its territory in the
latest flare-up ol tensions,

The Pakistani Air Force bombsed
Alghanistan®s southeastemn
Paktitka province on Toesday,
climing it was targeting alleged
hideouts of the Tehreck-¢-
Taliban Pakistan — the Pakistani

Talibam — a militant group
separate  from  the Afghan
Taliban.

The raids killed at least 46
people, most of whom were
children and women, the Afshan

Ministry of National Defense
said after the atiack.
Announcing Saturday’s

sirikes, the ministry said in a
statement that “several poinls

REGIONAL TENSION

Atghan Taliban hit several
locations in Pakistan in
Tetaliation’ for attacks

‘akistani air raids on southeastern Afghanistan Killed at least 46 people

beyond the assumptive lines ..
were targeted in retaliation™

While the statement cdid not
mention Pakistan, the “assump-
tive lines” is a refercnce to the
Afghan-Pakistani border, part of
the urand Line — a colonkal-era
boundary dividing the regions
amnd  communities  between
Afghanistan and what is now
Pakistan. The boundary has
never been officially recognized
by any Alghan government

Citing ministry sources, local
media reporied that 19 Pakistand
soldiers were  killed in  the
clashes. There was no official
comment from Pakistan, but a
security source confirmed that
the confrontation with Afghan
[orees Look place,

since the Taliban took control
of Afghanistan in 202], Pakistan
has repeatedly accused them
of allowing TTP militants o
use Afghan termitory for cross
border attacks — a claim the
Talthan have denied,

The latest escalatbon of

hostilities comes as TTE hghters
last week claimed responsibility
for killing 16 Pakistani sobdiers
in the border region of South
Waziristan. The area targeted by
Pakistani strikes days later was
the nearby Barmal district on
the Alghan side of the border,

“Pakistan claims that by
targeting alleged TTP hideouts
and training venues in Barmal
digtrict In southeast of Alghani-
sian, Il ensures securly inside
the country. This means thal
by challenging the security of
its negehbors, Pakistan s trving
to strengthen its own security.”
Abdul Saboor Mubarz, board
member of the Center for
sirategic and Reglonal Stodees
in Kabal, told Arab News

The Pakistam attack took
place on the same day that Istam-
abads special representative
for Afghanistan, Mohammed
Saclicg, was in Kabul for talks 1o
strengithen bilateral thes.

“A majpor problem that exists in

Pakistan's poditics is that the civil

government 15 not aligmed with
the military ... The civil govern-
ment s backing negotiations,
while the army is after a military
solution,” Mubariz said.

“TTP has been a major barrier
in relations between Pakisian
ard Alghanistan ... the Taliban,
however, have continuousky
shown willingness for talks"

Abdul Saved, a Sweden-based
analyst and expert on the politcs
andd security of the Alghanistan-
Pakistan region, interpreted
Pakistans attack jusi hours
after the Istamabad envoy's visil
g5 a “strategic message from
Pakistans military esiablish-
ment, signaling that failure to
meet  thelr demands  through
chialogue may resultl in the appli-
calion of force”

The subsequent responscs
from Taliban officials and Satur-
dav's retaliation by  Taliban
forees “appear o nnderseore
their resolve not to yvield to
such pressure” Sayed told Arab
Meéews,

"THRAGIC INCIDENT

Pulin
apologizesio
Azerbaijani
leader for
plane crash

AP Hakil

Bussian  President  Viadimir
Putin on Saturday apologized
to his Azerbajjani counterpart
for what he called a “tragic
incilent” following the crash
of an Azerbajjani airdiner in
Hazakhstan that killed 38 people.

The pline was [ving on
Wednesday  from  Azerbajjan's
capital of Baku to Grosny, the
regional capital of the Russian
republic of Chechnya, when it
furmed doward Kazakhstan amd
crashed while making an attempt
to land. There were 20 survivors,

In an  officddal  statement
Saturday, the Kremlin said air

FASTFACUT

The Kremlin said air defense
systems were firing noar
Grozny due to a UWkrainian
drone strike as the plane
attempted to land, but
stopped short of saying

one of these hit the plane.

defense systems were firing near
Grozny due to a Ukrainian drone
strike as the plane attempted to
lamidd, but stopped short of saying
one of these hit the plane
Accomding to a  Kremlin
readout of the call, Putin apolo-
pized o Azerbajjani President

[tham Alivev “for the fact that
the tragic nckdent occurred in
Rissian airspace.”

On Friday, a US official and
an Arcrbaijani minister made
separate statements blaming the
crash on an external weapson.

Friday's assessments by Rashan
Mabdvey and White House
matlonal  securily  spolesman
John Kirby echoed those mace
by oulside aviation experts who
blamed the crash on Russian air
defense systems responding to a
Tkrainian attack

Neither Rirby or the Azerbai-
Jani mimsier directly addressed
the statementz:  blaming  ad
ghelenses,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Military honors

Siate Mineral

for India’s ex-P'M
Manmohan Singh

India on Saturday accorded
former premier Manmohan
Sangh, o o the architects

of Lthe country'™s economic
hberalization in the early
19005, 4 state e with
Tull mikitary honors, complete
with a gun salute. Singh,

who held office from 2004 to
2014, died at the aze of B2 on
Thurscay, after which seven
chavs of stale myourming weps
dechared. The honors were
led by President Dranpadi
Murmiu with Prime Minkstes
Narendra Mok in atterndance,
alodig with the counniry s [op
clvilian and military olfficials.
AFP

Under probe
Finland moves

suspected tanker
closer to port

Finnish suthorities said on
saturday they are moving an
ipomded tanker closer 1o

port after boarding the vessel
carrving Russian oil earlser this
werk on susyschon it had dam-
agesd an undersea power Bne and
four telecoms cables, Baltie Sea
nations have been on high alert
after a siring of outages of power
cahles, telecom links ancd gas
priprelinves sance Russia inviaded
Ukraine in 2022, and NATC said
o Friclay it weould boost its pres
ence in the region. Finnish podice
believe the Eagle 5 may have
canisexl the damage o undersea
cables by drageing its anchor
aloig e seabey], Rewters
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What Were Reading Today

FdR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Digital Cultural Shock’

HKATHERINA REINECKE

Robots that encroach an
your personal space, baffling
emajis, a chatbot that gives
you &n answer that seoms
terribly rude—does any

of this sound familiar? An
ancounter with

new technology
can teach us to
ambiracs the
unfamiliar, but a
mismatch betweoen
deslgn and usar
can creata

Risky sport

Skier killed
inSwiss

avalanche

A avalanche has Killed a
27-year-oll cross-country skier
in southwestern Switzerand,
police said Saturday. The
avalanche accurred af arnnd
=230 pum (EED GMT on Fruday
as two skiers made their way
along the Chetlon glacier near
Arolla, the Wallis regional police
sadd. “Suckdenly, the snow mass
grave way under the skis of one
of them. He was carred by

the avalanche to the hottogm

o the sloge.” i statement said,
*They resuscitated him before
transporting the unfortunate
man to Sion ospital where he
suerumbed to his injurles.” AFP

misunderstanding and loss of
trust, and can avan becamea

a tood of digital imperialism,

In "Digital Culture Shock.”
computer sclantist Katharina
Reinecks travels through

aountries and

cultures around

the world to
show tha many

fascinating ways
that technology

destgn and vse can
differ.

Low visibility

Thick fog
disrupis

UK flights

Travelers flvimg 16 or Irom the
'R faced further disruptions
Saturday as thick fog and bow
visibility resiricted air traffic

omn one of the vear's biskest
wieekends, Galwick Alrpor

in London warnesd that some
flights may be delayed throwsh:
ourt Satrday and apodogized for
the Incotnvenience. Flights were
delayed by up to three hours late
Friday because of poor weather
conditions, and at keast 40 fkghis
from the airport, mostly shor
haiil to Evroge:, were dielayed
Saturday moming. Conditsons
are expected to improve Sunday,
the Met Office salkl AP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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TOMORROW

¥Vera Songwe and Guida
Sehmic-Traub amn heow rch
countrics muest do more than
Just talk about the climate,

ILLLIST FATICN PP P28 H MEWS: THE SPOIRTING PITEE

ump's key foreign policy tests

& EWEL, 3 EW YEIr COnes
with new challenges and
opportuniies. For US foregm
palicy, the new Trump
adminstration, which will
inke affice on Jan. 20, will

shape Use country’s apgimsich to the world

As with all president=, Donald Tromgp

will hawve sdgnibficant power to deterrmine

[oreigen pobicy but will abso have Lo deter-

mine how to respond to evends that are

unexpected or cutside of US control

When Trump once again becomes
prestdent, he and his sentor sdvisers will
[ Bwos mmagor wars — ki Ulradne and
Crdza — that hayve bedeviled the oulgoimg
admindstration. Trump has repeatedhy sand
that he could very quickly end the war
between Russia and Ulmraine and noaw he
will have an opporiunity to attempt io do
sk Trump and somee of his top advisers have
expressed shepticism about or opgosition
o America’s provision of wespons and aid
to Ukraane, I s very likely that Ukrame
will face a magor redisction in US assistance
once Trump retums to the White Howse.

Trump recently appointed Kelth Bedlogg
a his special envoy o address the war,
Fuesllogs has proposed usimgg tee threat of
cutting off future aid as keverage (o foroe
Uleraine o negodiate, while offering incen-
tves such as patting off NATO mesnbership
for Ukraine and alleyviating sanctions to
persuade Moscow to negotiate. Regardless
of the policy gpecifics, Ukraine will firsd itself
i a weaker position vis-a-vis Bussia, which
inckeed maght leacd to negotaations o end the
war, bul probably on terms that are more
disappointing to Kyiv than to Moscow.

A related challenge will be mamaging
relatbons with Evropean allies, Tromp’s lack
of commiimeent to NATO, as he expressed
during his first term in office, will pose a
challenge for the organization, which gained
strength from new members during Biden's

e bt also fxces multiple threats from

internal tensions and Russia, Advocates lor
greater European cooperation on security and
autcnomy from the US on defense matters ane
hoping that their efforts will gaim momentum
durmg the second Trump presidency.

The war in Gaxa s likely to still be ongoing
when Trimmp is imaugurated. The Tromp
achministration's approach will feature
enthusiastic support for Bsrael, Trump's picks
for forem policy adyisers are all extremely
pro-lsrael. For example, his nominese for
gecretary of state, Marco Rubéo, recently
winbe that “Israelis righefully living in thelr
historic homeland are nol the impedi-
rrvenut to peence; the Palestinans are”

Trumgy's choboe for ambassadonr to Isrsel,
Mike Huckabes, has saic that *there is no
such thimge as the West Bank — it's Judea
and Samaria.” and that "there is no such
thing as an (Israeh) cccupation” Other
senior foreden pobicy officials chosen by
Trump express similar sentiments, Israed]
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
will have even greater US support under
Trumep and will face no serious pressure
froam the new administration to change his
approach toward Gaza or the West Bank

The Trump adminisiration will face the
conrtinuedng sk that the war in Gaza helps
to drive other regional conflicts, Even if
the ceasefire between Hezbodlah and Ismael
hiolds through Trump's imauguration, the
risk of renewed fighting is high. The
putgolng sdmdnistration has also strogsted
vo respaned to evalving rsks posed by the
Houthus in Yemen and Traogp will inbend
that challenge.

The new acddministration’s pro-Israc] lens
will be appled (o the chalbenge of dealing
with Iran, incheding less pressure on Isracl to
restrain its potential actsons. Many of Trumps
o foredgn podicy advisers take a hawkish
apgaroach toward Bran: however, Tremp
does ned seek another protracted war in the:
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Mickclle East ihat might invalve TF5 trosops

His dhesire (o avaid direct imvolvement ina
war that could be costly in terms of American
Hves anad Tuncks mighi comstrain some of

his advisers" more hawkish tendencies.

One of the few areas of hipartisan agree-
mend in Washington is that China poses the
grestest long-term threat to the US, Over the
vears, Truamp has spoken both negatively
andl positively aboat Cliina and Chinese
President Xi Jinpig, but his advisers are
muostly hawkish toward Beging. Further-
more, the US defense establishment sees
China as its “pacing threat™ and the top
potential challenger to American power and
interests Trump's administration is very
likely to view Chiliea as a key competitor
el threat and bo seek to shill resounres
away [rom the Middie East toward East
Asia — though the same was true for the last
several pressdents, with limited sucoess,

Tt will be important to watch how the
Trump adminkstration shapes the details
ol 1= approach toward Chima., Truamp has
prornlsed very ligh tariTs against Begling, but
b hiaes bty official and unofficial advisers
who oppose that, Some of his advisers wint
to back Tamwan, but Trump appears less
likely to be willing to risk significant military
bosses o proiect the island, He oy prefer
Lo engzagee in eootomic mther than mabitary
comflict wath Begjing, China will loom large
in US foreign policy, bt the details on how
the Trump administration will manage
the challenge are ot vet fully clear,

Increasing 1S-China competition,
pcombined with uncertainty regarding
Wishington's future policy, crestes a
ehillenge for US allies in the Pacific, including
South Rorea and Japan, Soarth Korea has
particular reason oworry about the depth
of US commitment to its afliance, given state-
menis from Tromp that sugeest he wanis
a more teansactofal relationship. Recent
media reports suggest that Trump would like

to renew talks wiath North Rorea, Secunity im
East Asia will depend sipnificantly on how
Trump appeosches China and North Korea, as
weell ax how Beljing and Pyongyang responcd,
The Bicken adminastration placed significant
emphasis on cooperation to address global
conoems, such as climate change, but Tramp
ard manty of his advisers express disdain for
iternations] instinuiions, For example, his
nexnines: for ambassador to Lhe UN, Elise
Stefanik, is very critical of the institution.
Trummygp has called climate change “a hoax™
andd will likely withudraw from the Paris
Agreement. as he did during has first ferm
Az the Trump sdmindstration determines
hioww 1o respond (o new challenges that might
artse in 20025, it will do 2o om a unidiateral
basis or by working with specific countries,
rather than through multlateral mstitatons,
Elsewhere, Trump's stirong opposition to
Hbegal immigraton will define Washington's
relations with Central and Soath Amenca,
I'mumyp’s "Ameerica First” approach opposes
serpding US taxpavers' dollars abroad withoat
cher, concrete retrms, so US aid to devel-
aping countries is likely 1o drop, especially
where previos aid was based on concepds
of soft power and promoting American
values. Kelations with India will likely see
comiinuity, a5 Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi get along weldl and Trumg's
acvisers do not see India a5 2 mapor coneem
Thie world is more prepared for a second
Trumg term than it was For the first, which
came as soimething of a surprise o many
mlobal actors. However, Trump's second
presidency will be different from his first
i any waivs, as already evidenced by his
stebection of advisers besed oware o Usier
strong aligmimend with hom and less on ther
expenence within the political or national
gecurity establishments. Washington's
appraach to foveten policy challenges in 20035
willl dliverpe signidficantly from its approach in
2024 — and possibly from Tramp's Arst term
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The path to peace and stability in the Arab world

DR. TURK| FAISAL AL-RASHEED

he Arab world stands at
a crossroads, its sirategic
significance having drawn
the attention of glokal
posvers [or ovier a cen-
tury. This focus has often
entangled the region ina complex web of
international conspiracies and alliances,
stifling its progress and development, The
historical backdrop of the two world wars
illustrates this struggle, as
diominant Western powers

.-".- e .-"I'

guestions regarding the interventions by
the US in forcien sovernments.

Critics of immediate actbons against
Israel argue that such measures might
undermine the legitimacy of peace
negotiations and hinder the potential fora
two-state solution. Howewer, it is essential
to recognize the necessity of fostering
inclusive dialogue, Incorporating diverse
vodces from both sides to promote mwtal
understanding and cooper-
atlon. The UN designates

viewed the Arab workd not Israel as an occupier state
merely as a battleground From the in Palestinian territories,
but also as a stage for with annexations since the
eI :an
competing interesis, This li “j 1967 Six-Day War consti-
dynamic underscores the contiict a meting violations of inter-
delicate balanee between chaos, virtwous  national law, Therefore,
local aspirations and exter- ﬂ_:;iﬂmﬂn“q to advance development
nal interventions., can emerge and stability in the region,

The challenges of
achieving stability were
starkly highhighted dunng a 2007
lecture by Gen. Wesley Clark, former
supreme allied commander of NATO,
whao disclosed plans by the Bush admin-
istration to invade seven Middle Eastern
nations. Clark’s revelations sugpesied
that the motivations behind such strate-
gies aften stemmed from special interesis

rather than genuine concerns for reglonal
stahility. This rakses significant ethical

adherence to international
Erw and a commitment o
resolving the Ismacli-Palestinian conflict
with justice and peace are imperative.
The Araby worlkd has endured profonged
periods of turmeaodl, exacerbaled by the
missteps of some leaders, Many cilizens
strugede with basic human noeds, with
hunger emerging as a national security ssue
amid global conflicts. When individals
fnce Toodd scarcity, the ramifications extemd
bsevond mere survival, threatening stabdlity
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and prace withm nations. Despite these
challenges, a newfound confidence and
enthnstasm are emerging n the region. In
Syria, efforts to heal from past wounds are
underway, while the Palestinian struggsle
continues to reflect nearly a century of paim
ancl resdlience, This resilience allers hope
that Palestinians may ultimately break [ree
from the grip of cooupation.

[zracls reliance on military power and
intimidation not only
suppresses the Palestindan
population but also poses

=,

and fostenng constructive dialogue, we can
pave the way for a meaningful resolution to
the araeli-Palestinian conflict. A commii-
ment to promoding democratic governance
and human rights will nltimately lead (o
ereater stability and reduce the vicdence
that has long plagued the region.

We must acknowledge the longing
for accountability among Arab popula-
tions. as their guest for justice resonates
deeply with their experi-
endes. Only through
fostering inclusive political

threats to neighboring The era ol reforms can we redefine

couniries such as Lebanon the futwre of US-Middie
uating quiet :

andl Syria. History teaches . 1 East relations, creating an

s theat oppression cannod or Eﬂm]llﬂﬂﬂl“'.}’ environment that encour-

extinguish the quest for with siability ages penuine stability and

justice; the morsl arc of must come open dialorme.

history bends toward I The unfolding narra-

justice, The complexities e tives ol hope amid desgair

of ensuring stabality were i the Arab world remind

further illuminated by Clark's revelations,
which rakse eritical questions about the
ethics of US interventlons,

Reflecting on America's historical
mistakes, it becomes increasanely vital
to cultivate a new understanding of what
slahility truly entails. The era ol equating
gquiet or complacency with stabality must
come boan end.

By nuriuring the aspirations of citizens

us that from the remnants of conflict and
chaos, virtuous aspirations can emerge. As
beacters in the region prioritize peace over
perpetiial contlict driven by corporate and
special interests, there lies an opportunity
1o reshape the geopolitics positively. By
investing in the dignity and aspirations of
the Arab people, the US and its allies can
facilitate progress toward a more just amnd
peaceful foture.

Year of turmoil poses risks to global growth

t s something of a tradition every
December to take stock of the vear
that is ending and consider whai
might lie ahead. This is true on a
personal level: Inmy family, we
temd to do this around the dinner
table, But it is also true more broadly, with
the time of vear inviting an examination
of the intersection of economics, national
politics, and global peopolitics,
You would be forgiven if, as a starting
paint, you expected these three areas o
be inalignment. After all,

As for domestic politics, upheaval
has been the order of the day in many
countries. Governments have collapsed
in hoth France and Germany — Europe’s
largest econamies — leaving the EL
without political leadership, And Following
Donald Trump's victory in last month's
presdential election, the US is prepanng
for a political transition that is likely to
bring a signifcant increase in the influence
of a pew “counter-elite”

Meamwhile, an "axis of convenience”

comprising China, Iran,

they are deeply intercon- ,i,i North Rorea, and Russia,
nected, which suggests self- k8 secking to challenge the
relnforcing dynamics. Bul An ‘axisof Western-dominated inter-
2024 brought some unusual v national order. Other recent
dispersion in this relation- convenience developmenis — from the
ship that actually widened, is seeking to now-impeached South
rather than narrowed, over challenge the Rorean president's abrugst
the course of the vear, Western-dominated  declaration of martial law,
Begin with gropolitics. internati I 1 a move that was quickly

In 2024, Russia secured a

greater advantage in the

Ukraine war than the consensus forecasts
of a vear ago anticipated. Similarly, the
human suffering and physical destruction
resulting from the Israel-Hamas conflict
in Gaza exceeded most observers' already
grim expectations, and spread to other
countries, such as Lebanon. The apparent
impunity of the strong, together with the
absence of effective means of preventing
dire humanitarian crises, has deepened
the sense for many that the glohal order is
hundamentally imbalanced, and lacks any
enforceable guardrails
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reversed, (o the collapse

of Bashar Assads regime
in Saria — have reinforced the impression
that we are living at a time of exceplional
geapalitical and politbeal volatility.

The past year also hroughl some worri-
sOme macroeconomic developmenis.
Europe's malaise has deepened, as countries
grapple with low growth and large budget
deficits. Meanwhile, China has failed to
respond crediby to the clear and preseni
danger of "Japanification.” with unfavor-
able demographics, a debt overhang, and
a prodonged property market downturn
undermining growth, econaomic
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efliciency, and consumer conlidence,
And vet, stock markets have remained
relatively stable and delivered high
returns, including almost GO record-
high closes for the S&P index. The US
ecofmy s excepdional performance i
major reason, Far from weakening, as most
economists expected, the Us pulled even
Turther ahead, Given the amount of foreign
capital the US is attracting, and the scale
of its imvestment in the future drivers of
productivity, competitiveness, and growih,
it is likely to continue
atperforming other major
econdomies in 2025,

& &

possibility set, both because the downside
risks have grown and because upside
innovations, such as in artificial intells-
rence, life sciences, food security, health-
care, and defense, could transform sectors
and accelerate productivity gains,

Absent a major policy reset, my baseline
seenario for the US includes a somewhiat
lowrer immediate growth cate, even as
the coonomy cutperforms its peers, and
sticky inflation. This will present the Fed
with a cholce: Accept above-target infla-
tion or attempt to bring it
down and risk tipping the
eConomy Into recessgon,

Dne consequence of Europe’s iz laisae Globally, economic
this success is that the has d | fragmentation will
US Federal Keserve did , - eontinue, pushing some
not deliver the soothing as couniries countries to diversify their
L75-2-percentage-point grapple withlow  reserves further away from
interest rate cuts that mh and lill'ﬁl‘ the 115 dollar and explore

markets were pricing n a
vear ago. This trend, too, is
sef to continue. At Decem-
ber's policy moecting, the Fed signaled
fewer cuts in 2025, and a higher terminal
thomg-run} rate.

Bat political and geopolitical upheaval
— gnd the limited prospects [or sagnificant
improvements — does pose a risk to the
endurance of US economic exception-
alism. Even if the US continues oulper-
forming its peers, as expected, the range
of possible outcomes, in terms of both
growth and inflation, has widened. In fact,
global economic and policy outleomes
as g whole are now subject Lo a larger
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budget deficits

altermatives (o Western
payment svstems, Yields
on IS 10-year govern-
ment bonds, a global benchmark, will
edge higher, trading mostly in the $.75-5
percent range. As for financial markets,
they might find it more challenging

to meaintain thelr status as the “good
house™ in a challenging geo-economic
neighborhood,

Thas 15 how things appear now. Bul,
bevond recognizing the wider dispersion
of possible economic eutoomes in 2025,
iwill be cructal regularly to test which-
ever baseline one embraces against
actual developments.
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Saudi Arabia has many technical,
business, and engineering skills that can
spill over from oil and g
Paul Sullivmn

1% 1o reppewsbles,

B SRS il

N o

Through

ils national
policies for
enabling
human
capital
development
and
Ssaudization
require-
ments, sandi
Arabia is
prositioning

itsello
suceessiully
itransition lis

wiorkforoee.
Petar Brishimicy

Bolstering
renawable energy
capactty s critionl
For Saud] Arabls as
it alms to generate
130 glgawatts of
clean energy by
2030 and achlave
ft-Eiere amisakans
by 2080, 574

shift to renewable energy hub

Ringdom set to derive 50 percent of its power generation from renewables by 2030

Nirmal Marayanan Hiyaan

Sandl Arablas established
prowess in crude ofl
production could help

Lhe Ringdom cmerge

as a global leader in the
renewable energy sector,

experts suggest.

Faul Sallivan, an energy  and
mvironment expert at Johns
Hopkins University, emphasized
that Saudi Arabia possesses the
technical and engineering shills
B L B %7 ] l| Lii IIIE'I.'II"II:' il l.'I'I|||'._I|.
hub for renewable enerey

Speaking with Arab News, he
explained that the Ringdom's
vast  expertence in energy
production could be lever
aged to accelerate ifs transition
toward cleaner energy sources,

Relslering  remewabie EHerEy
capacity is critical for Saudh
Arahia as it aims (o penerate
130 pigawatis of clean energy
by 2030 and achieve net-zero
efmissions by 2060k

Al the center of this ambitious
plan 15 NEOM, a Bagship project
throuph  which Sawdi  Arabia
intends to betome a leading
manufacturer amd exporter
of sreen hvdropen. NEOM, in
partnership with ACWA Power
and ALy Prodiucts, arms 10 e X
up o 600 lonnes of hyvdrogen
por dity by 200246,

“Saudi Arabia |has
technical, business,
engineering skills
splll over o ol and gas 1o
refwwiahles. One abvious one
Advanced
cian b used o

|:I|.i|]'.l:|'
anad
that can

1% drilling. drilling

e Ry Les

develop geothermal energy in
many Maces in the Kingdom,”
salcl Sullivan

He further npoted: “Saudi
Arabia has massive potential
for peothermal energy. Skills in
developing pipelines, refineries,
pOrs, pUumpEng
maore coald also b
li & afhermal”

“talioms,  and
transfermed
sullivan  adso  poanted ool
that expertise 1 electncal
engincering and the construc
tiocn indostry, honed through
Saudl  Arabias  legacy ol
s, can be uxged (o badld
new energy systems, including
wind, solar, geothermal, and
nuclear power.

“saudi Araba has a bot of finan-
cil clout from its odl business
that could be redirected, but
praperly, to green energy and
olther environmenial Indusiries
such as slvanced desalination,”
hir added

Technical and
commercial expertise
Peier Brnishimow, a partner in
Encrey amd Process Industnics al
Rearney Mididle East and Africa,
echoed  similar sentiments,
emphasizing that Sauwdi Arabia®
experience in cnude oil prodac-
tion provides a solkd foundation
o Tulure
Prosecls,
"In torms of technology,
leveragmg its track record in
effectively deploying large-scale
capital progects. On the coammer-
clalization [ront, given that the
market for renewable energy is
ol el as ebobal az the ane for
mal, the Kimgdom s boalding the

retiewihle ETerEy

it 1s

bridge to make renewable energy
hoth
Rerim,

commercially  viable in
the shorl term and bong
Brishimoy cxplaimned

He moted that Saudi Arabia is
focused on expanding  §is
inirasirc e
and advancmg Ereen  ivdroges
production, which would enahle
the EKingdom o meet itz own
nesds  while
positioning itself as a global player.

sullivan sugpested that Saudi
Arabia could quickly transform its
raditional energy Infrastruciure

Al
Tk Gy o d (RN

renewihle enerEy

o Gicifiies capatble of prosddiicing
ETCEN CIMNTEY

“All over the world, tradibonal
enersy systems are being trans-
formed nto green energy hiohs,
The knowledsze is out there. Saudi
Arabiz can buiki on that with its
excellent energy
il

Pesearchy NSkl
and think
tanks KAPSARC comes to mind,”
he sancd.

In August, a ocollaboration
between KALIST, NEOMYS Educa-
HOES,

unversiljes,

Research, and Innovation
Foumndation, and ENCWA
announced to  accelerate  the
development of Saudi Arabia’s
hydromen econamy.
the agreement, ERIF will sponsor
three strategic projects focused
on hydrogen research, working
i partnership RALST
restarchers to advance the devel-
opment of hydrogsen as a renew
able energy source.

WS

el

Human capital
development

Siellivan  also  emphasized  the
importance  of retraining  the
Ringdom's workiome to sapgor

Ag part of

:]EI'L’.I'I'I NENETEY IS0,
“The

workioree will

irackiiional
pesed  retraining
for the skill= that are not transfer
able. Some people may nod move
that easily to newer ways of doing
f.]alllg'-. and  sormwe
peigale shoaildd
b etlucated n the new opportu-
nities, The training and education
svslemes for traditeonal energe
bt developed alongside the same
for the new systems,” he said
Brishimoy  highlishted thai
human capital development is

ERETEY

meay b lefi
isediinacl. Younges

' L4l

crucial lor the snergy iIransithon,
often overshadowed by factors

FASTFACT

Expartize in alectrical
enginaaring and the
construction industry,

haned thrnugh CSnudi
Arabia's legacy oil business,
can be used to build new
energy systams, including

wind, solar, geotharmal,
and nuclear power

such as natural resources  and
capital availability. "Based on
ite track record in baildineg an
ol industry, the Kingdom is in a
sirong position o do the same in
the renewable energy domain
Through s mational polickes for
enabling human capitil develop-
ment amnd Saudizabion  require-
ments, Saudi Arabida is positioning
itgelf to successfully transition fis

warkioree™ he added

Potential challenges
Discussing  potential obstacles,
Sullivan pointed ol that some

and metals

T

critical minerals
reitlred fou PIIETEY
production,  particulary i
electrie vehicles, will need to be
imported. However, he noted
that Ssudi Arabia is makines
girbdes in EVERITHNE IS MIMIngE
siecior. which could tgate thes
psstie i the future,

“The fact that it s =0 Inexpen-
sive 1o gel the ol ol of the
eround can hamper the devel
opment of green energy. Legacy
systems that are cash cows can
slow down the development o
pew fddoestrbes " Sullivan sagd,

However, he also noded that,
as secn in China's transition, the
development of =reen enerzy
does not necessarily hinder the
growth of new energy sectors.

“The development of green
energy &5 the Chinese used coal
I!||-|I-:'1.'|'|-..-]| I||:'||",'_11'|'|| EREFEY- S,
it 15 mot necessarly the case that
being successful in legacy energy

will slow down the prowth of

new enerey,” he explained.

souchl Arabia has set g bald
targel of denving S0 percent
of its power gencration from
renewahles by 20060 According
o Brishimoy, this goal presents
significant challenges, especially
in terms of the speed of infra-
structure  deplovment “In
exeess af Y GW of renewalde
capaciy will nesed 1o be deploved
by 20307 he said.

He further noted that Saudi
addressing this
challenige by using a combi-
nation of renewabhle energy
auctions  and  direct  deploy-
ment by the Public

Fumd to ensume r

Arahia 5

[nwe=trmernl
rapid progress

Additionally, the Ringdom is
pursiiing amoiiionis Jocalizaison

largels within 1he renswable
energy  sector. “These targets

must be achieved in parallel,
without hindering the speed
of deployment or the commer
cial attractiveness of renewable
energy  propecis”  Brishimoy
explaimed,

Balancing old and
new energy systems
Enersy  experts have long
emphasized the iImportance of a
eratlienl transitson (0 pefewaliles
rather than a sudcden shalt away
from traditional energy sources.
Haitham Al-Ghais, secretary-
geteral of OPEC, stated in July
ithat ofl wall continue o play a
crucial role in fuiure energy
pathways, particularly as petr-
fEdm products remaln essenial
for various mdusinies, including
clectricity generation

“Otl will continue to play a

pivatal role in fuiure energy
pathways™ Al-Ghaks said. He
addded that OPEC  member
counirics, including Saudi
Arabia, are developing clear
national elecinfication plans

that align with eforts to reduce
Erissons.

Sullivan slmmila
perspective, that e
future energy landscape shotild
meorporate  both  traditronal
and rencwable cnergy sysiems
I ENSUre €Nergy securiiy. “Fo
EICIR Y andl eConomic "-l.'l:'LIII1_'|
restlience, amd rehabality, otk
new and ald systems need o be
elevebopeed, Odl sl be needed Do

a long tme to come,” e sand

shared

ATELInE
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Resm Walld Hiyaoh

Edtech, short for
educational technology,
reflers Lo the use of
technology—hardware,
software, and digital
resources—io enhance
teaching, learning, and

ecducational oulcomes.

[l encompesses a Wie mbge
of tools and techmigues o
improve the educational expert-
ence, mcluding online learning
platforms, oducational apps,
digital textbooks, virtual reality
simulations, gamified learning
experiences, and more.

Edtech 15 utilized in schools,
universities, corporate tralning
settingss, and hifelong lcaming
environments to make education
more engaging. accessthle, and
effective.

When it comes to Saudi Arabia
specifically, mvesting in ediech
aligrs with the Kingdom's Vision
of establishing a KEmowhedge-
based coonomy,

The ediech market size in Saudi
Arala s projecied to exhibit
a growih rete of 133 percent
diinng 20241052, according 1o
slobal managerment consulting
liren imane.

This comes as the market 1s
being propelled by a surge i
diemand for taikored education to
meet mckividwal student needs, a
hedghtened empliasis on digital
leracy and tech competencies,
and a growing recognitkon of the
value of adaptable and conve-
nient learning options.

Saudi e¢fTorts

There 15 no dould that the Sauds
Minksiry of Edwcation lsa't just
talking about the future—they e
building 1t, step by step, with
initiatives designed to transform
their classrooms into cutting-
edge huhs of Al and digital
mastery.

"Take thewr "Future  Intels-
gence Program, for example,
which amms o empower 30,000
studernits  with  skills in Al
machine leaming, and smart
technologies. Imagine a senera-
Hom of Sawdi vouth who can
program sell-drving cars before
they even graduate high school”
[an Khan, a technology foturist
and avthor who writes on the
sthbect of AL todd Arab News,

“Thiz is more than just an
upgrade in skills=—this = aboul
shaping a workforce ready o
dominate the tech economy.
Laver on top of that the SAMAI
initiative, where | million Saudis
will gain expertise in Al and
digital tools, and It becomes
clear that Samdi Arabda isn't just
heeping up with global tech
trendds—they're mming to lead
them," Khan added.

He weni on 1o note that this
bold vision 15 intrcately aligyed
with Saudi Vision 2030, which
rives (o create a knowledge-
driven econoamy,

“Thes Al-drven, personalkized

INVESTMENTS

Edtech is revolutionizing
education through innovation

hingdom's edtech market size projected to exhibit a growth rate of 13.3 percent during 2024-2032

Edtech is utillzed in schools, universities, corporate tralning settings, and [ifelong leaming environments to make eduocation more engaging =-'4

leaming experience is where the
future of education meets the
indivichuals unigue strengihs andd
necds, pearing up the country
for its next beap forward” Khan
ponciuded in that regard,

Initiatives

There s no doukd that the
Kingrdom s actively mitegrating
Al Into s education system 1o
create a luture-ready worklorme

"Programs such as the Future
Intelligence Programmer aim to
train thousands of students in Al
equippdng them with the skills
o innovate noa rapidly digital
waorld, Al 1s bemng used 1o person-
ahize learming  oxperiences,
automate administrative tasks
for educators, and enable more
tatlored educational pathways”
samer Boh=ali, Middle East head
of government & public sector
practice, Bain & Co., told Arab
MNews

"These efforts are pari of a
broader vision to transform the
Rinpdom™  education system,
setting new standards for digital
literacy aml student engage-
ment,” Bohsali said.

Oin behalfl of PawC Middle East,
driner M Education and Skills
Avham Fayyoumi told Arab News
that the Ringdom is adopiing a
cautbous  vet  forward-thinking
approsch o Al In education,
with mitiatives [ocusing on
several ey areas.

"Une notable example is the
implementation  of  adaptive
learmming  svstems, which use
Al 1o analyee individual student
performance and tailor edwca-
tomal content accordingly, These
sisiems can klentify  students’

sirengths  amd  woeaknesses,
offering personalized learning
experiences that enhance educa-
toral oulcomes,” Fayyvouinm saicl,

“Additronally, Al-powerned
virtual assistants are being intro-
duced to support both teachers
and siedenis in managing routine
tasks, such as  administrative
waork or grading, allowing eduoca-
tors io dedicate more time to com
instructional activities, These Al
tools are designed to streamliine
workflows, enhance produc-
tivity, and Improve engagement

This Al-driven,
personalized learning

experience Is where

the future of education

s the
individual's
unigue
strengihs
andl meeds.
fan Khan

TesoirrTd gy
Ariuret
Bl ST

in the classroom.”™ he added.

Global partnerships

Global  EdTech partnerships
are crucial for the Kingdom for
several reasons including aceess
fo innovation, enhanced learninge
opportunliles, cross-culiural
exchange, among several others,

"When Sawdl Arabia decided
fo revolutionize s educational
landscape, they didn't go it alone
— they teamed up with global
powerhouses like Google, Micro-
soft, and Coursera. This collabo-
rathom fsn' just window dressing,
Its a deliberate dralegy 1o
eouip studgents and educators
with the latest tools 1n Al cloud
computing, and data science.”
Fhan said.

"Google  Cloud's  Elevate
Prosram, for example, has
irained over 2500040 Sanddd
women in cloud  technolo-
gics, This 1= more than just a
skill=rd bogst—this s building &
tech-savvy workforce that can
compete on a glohal stage” he
alilecd,

The  technology futurest
continued (o hizhlizht that
these  partnerships  glve
Sanedl educators acoess (o
Al-powered  platforms
that personalize learming
amd streamlbine  assess-
LIS ELES ubtimintely
Ccrealing T
engaging and officient
classrooms.

“The future of
education  snt just
digital—it’s adaptable,
glohal, and responsive,
A Sl Arvabsia, through
these forward-thinking

collaborations, 15 leading the
charge toward a tech-dominanm
educational foture,” Ehan sald,

Saudi  Arabia's  collaboration
with global tech leaders also
cmpowers the nation to adopt
advanced educational tools
that inspire innowvation in the
classroom.

Fronm Bain & Cos side, Bodsali
explained that these partner-
ships provide access (o Al-driven
platfiorms  that foster person-

alized learning amd cntical
thinking.
“This digital transforma-

tion is not just about adopting

technolopy but  also  aboud
reshaping how  education s
delivered, making learning

more engaEing and aligned with
the future needs of the global
economy,” e said.

sawdi Arabia®  edwcatkonal
technology firms are using Al
and techmological advancements
to  revodutionize conventsonal
educational approaches and
enhance sthudent achievements.

Taking oues Mmom  effec
tive programs in the UK and
elsewhere, Saudi  Aralda s
directing significanl  resources
mio  Al-infused toods  across
various sectors,  particulary
education.

Consequently, this initiative
is lostering expansion In the
education =ector and sparking
creativity withan prmvate enter-
prises, which is  positively
impacting more than 6 million
siudents in the nation.

In that regard, PwC pariner
Fayvourmmi seabl: “Several
EdTech companies ame 3t the
forefront  of this  revodution,

incorporating advanced Al
technologies into thetr prodocts
and services Lo enhance learning
CXPOricnces.”

“These Comiparnies ans
provicding products utlizing Al
to offer personalized learning
pathways,  adaptive  assess-
ments, amnd real-time feedback (o
better meet e unigue needs of
mdividual students. Such tools
not only Improve engagement
but also boost academic perfor-
mance by catering to  diverse
bearning stvies" he addecd

Sandi Vision 2030

"saudi Viston 2030 isn't jusi
abowt a shift in economic
sirategy — s @ iransforma-
tion in mindset. At the heart of
this vision s the move from a
resource-hased economy (o one
driven by knowledse, innova-
tion, and technoloeny”™ Khan said.

“By embedding Al and digital
learning in classrooms, programns
Hke SAMAT andd the Future Intel-
lgence Program ame  crafting
g new gencration of thinkers,
desers, and creators. The ripple
effects will be profound. Think
ot it—siwdeniz will be moge
engaged because thetr earning
15 taikored to their strengths,” he
el

The e hnodogy futaryst
emphasized that the education
systemm will be more efficient. and
eriduates will emerge prepared
for  high-demand  sectors  like
Al, cybersecurity, and digital
inchuastrics.

He underlined that this is the
essence of fulure readiness—
where a4 natilon’s  educational
foundation alipns perfectly with
ithe demamds of (omormow's
SN0 Y,

On Bain & Cofs behall, Bohsali
saick "By embedding Al and
advanced technologies mto the
curricitlum, the Kingdom is
fostering a generation of leamers
who are mol anly technobogically
adiept bul also equipped to lead in
mnovation.”

“The expected oulcomes ane
profound—enhanced dizital
literacy, improved educational
cutcomes, and the positioning
of Saudi Arabba as a global esder
i the knowledge economy”
Bohsah added.

Education s a key pillar,
for both wvouth and above in
achieving the goals of Vision
2000, This comes as e median
agne of Sandis is 22 years, and 63
percent of the Sandi popalation is
bsedory Uhe age o 340,

Furthermore, PwCs 20324
Hopes & Fears survey shows that
nearly three-quarters of people
surveved in Saudi foresee the
prowing importance of digital
skills in their roles over the
coming fve vears.

“Incorporating  digital tools
within the education ecosystem
can  help boost the overall
student  learning experience
and prepare them for  their
fatnre work envimonments™
Fayyoumi saicl,
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Faudl Arabia s positioning tsolf as 4 eglonal hub for Innavation, cremting fectile grownd for startips and attracting significant Iavestmenta, SHA

Naour El-8haar Hiyodh

saudi Arabla’s startup
ecosysiem Is gaining
momentum, propelled
by government-backed
inltiatives and an influx
of investor iInterest.
While the fintech sector
remains a primary focus,
emerging opportunities
In artificial intelligence,
enlerprise systems,

and small-to-medinm
enterprise investments

are drawing attention.

As part of s Vision 2030
initiative to reduce its depen-
dence on odl, Saudi Arabia s
positioning itsell as a regional
hub for innovation, creating
fertile groumnd for startups and
altracting  significan!  venture
capilal flows,

Why fintech?

Tushar Singhvi, deputy CED
ol Crescent  Enlerprises  and
head of its investment platform,
CE-Yentires,
enduring potential  of  the
intech sector in an interyview
with Arab News., He pointed to
the Hingdom’s robust national
strategy, which aims to estahlish
525 hintech companbes by 20050,
as a key driver behimd sustained
erowih.

“Saudi Arabia’s fintech sector is
sl for sustained growth, driven
by a clear national strategy to
have 525 fintech companies by
2030, Sinehvi sald.

[ 2023, Saudh Arabia captired
58 percent of all hntech venture
capital m the Middle East and
Morth Africa. Singhwi  also
highlighted  pivotal moves
like the acqguisition of Tweedq
by Tabhy and the uanch of
Samsung Pay, both of which
support Sauchi Arablas goal of

becomiing a cashless socjely,

dlacussedl  the

STARTUP WRAP

RSA startups eye Al,
enterprise software, and SMLES

Ecosystem gains momentum on government-backed initiatives, investor interest

“These efforts position Sandi
Arabia as a leader in fndech
innovation, making the sector
highly attractive to mvestors,”
singhv stated,

He added that this fintech
momentum is aligned with the

broader push for economic
diiversificatbon. Vision 2000,
Sand Arabias arnbdtiouns
oadmap lor  its  post-odl

economy, i channeling invest-
ments into long-term  growth
seciors like fintech, logistics,
and healtheare.

"Investors are focusing on
seciors with long-term growth
potential, Hke financial services,
healthcare, and  renevwahble
encrey. Singhvi said. empha-
sizing a rizing inicrest in
EsG-alisned investments that
prioritdze  sustalnability  andd
sl impact.

The hntech sector's growth
is further accelerated by the
reladive
trachtional Anancial services in
the regton, according to Rhaled
Talhouni, managing pariner
at Nuwa Capital. He notecd that
the servieces available o botl
consumeers and businesses [rom
traditional financial mstitutions
remain limited compared to the
maturity of the overall economy.

=2®

Saudi Arabia's lintech
siCLoT I sl Tor

sustained growth,
driven by a
clear national
strategy 1o have
325 hintech
COMmpEIices

by 2030,

Tushar Sknghwi
Uiy UELDOf

Crescent

Emipiry e

tincderdevelopment  of

“The availahility and depth of
gervices to bolh consumers and
lirms Irom tracifional hnancial
institutions like banks remains
woefully under-developsed
relative to the maturity of the

overall  economy,”  Talbouni
expliined

This gzap presents siEnifi-
cant oppartunities for fintech
starfups. However, Talhoiind
anticipales markel consodida-

tion, with smaller companics
potentially being acquired by
larger plavers. “1 do suspec
some consolidation in the space
with smaller plavers folding into
larger ones.” he said,

The rise of Al

Al is another area where Sawds
Arabia s positioning itself for
major growth, Singhvi pointed
1o the partnership between the
sawdt Data and Artifecial Intel-
lipence Authority and NYIDILA
to build one of the largest high-
performance computing  data
centers in MENA

“Saudi  Arabia is  rapidly
ableming with global Al trends,
akming o be a top 15 Al lesiadior Ias
20507 Singhwvi explained. Along
with such mvestments, there
15 a concerted effort to build a
skilled workforce, ensuring that
the Kingdom can adopt Al and
enterpnse lechnologies 1o fuel
it= cligital transformation.
Talhouni, however, sees the
resd opportunitly [or startops
in integrating Al indo day-to
day business  operations
rather than in large-scale Al
il rasiraciure,

"Hather than nvesting
in Al mfrastruciure/LLMs
flarpe  language models)
etc., starups will incor-
porate Al mto heEr normal
CoMarse
naturally across the
regon”  he
“Al will become

biisiness

sadcl,

embedded in the offerines of all
startups" but he does nod expect
Iany Companies in the region 1o
invest deeply in large-scale Al or
|.|-|'-e']|r|'|'||_ ERCET TOF Speecifie wse
1B

Talhouni emphasized that Al
will likely serve as an enabling
technodogy, Integrated Into
existing business models, rather
than being the primary locus [or
most starteps.

Shifting focus

singhvi anticipates a shift in
investar attention loward enter-
prise syvstems as Sauwdl compa-
nbes scale up and strive for global
competitiveness, He highlighted
thiat enterprise software will play
a pivodal role in the Kingdom's
broader digital transformation
eiforis

"W are seempE more and more
saas  (Software as a Service)
companies cmerge from  the
rerion  and the Ringdom”
Talhouni observed However,
scaling such businesses can be
challenging, given the relatively
small number of large compa-
nies in the reglon. “Saas/Enter-
prize reguires a large number
of Arms and a relatively large
economy to flourish,” he said
Despite these hurdles, Talluouni
moted  that
ties exist [or creating regional
champions in the sector,

niche  opporfuni-

Why not oil and gas?
While the oil and gas sector has
traditionally been the comer-
stane of Sandi Arabia’s economy,
it poses skignificant challenges
for startups. Singhvi explaimesd
that the sector's complex regula
tions andd high capital reguire-
ments create barriers to entry
for smaller compankes, Estab-
lished industry giants dominate
research amd  development,
making it toagh for new plavers
to break into the space.
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Year-ond adjiustment
US stocks
tumble at end
of holiday week

Wall Strect stocks stumbled
Fricay as mg|or conypsanies saw
their shares fall toward the end
of a holeday week. The Dow
Jomes Industrial Average lost
(L8 peroent (o 42,992,321, wiile
the broad-hased S&P 500 shd
L1 peroent to 5,970,844 The Nas-
dag Composite Index plunged
1O percent to 107220,

Mlajor compandes i particu-
lar saw thear shares fall, with
Microsoft shipping LT percend.
Amazon lost L4 percent, while
MNvichia dropped 2.0 percent.

Peter Cardilko of Spartan
Capital sxid the slump was a
“wear-end adjustment” due
bes a rise i U8 Treasury hoasd

vields, AFP

Balancing act

ltaly lawmakers
approve 2025
budget

[taly s parfiament on
Saturclay approved the 20025
biachized, alming to both
apgrase BV demands (o
lovwer the eurmaone natkon’s
el and hopor Prime
Minester Giorgia Melomi's
pledge to cul taxes.

Civer half of the package,
worth o 30 hillion eurmos
(831 billion), ts devoied (o
CLls o tax and social secunty
contributions for low- and
middle-income carmers.

Romse is having to perform
a fime fiscal balancing act,
after Brussels took Italy to
task earlier this year over its
chedsl worth neardy 3 trillion
euro= AFP

Chart of
THE DAY

Ecolab owrrently
operates in over 170
countHes globally.

<L) s A, B S5

What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Universe in Verse
MARIA POPOVA

Maria Popova's "The Universe

in Verse"® is a collection of
15 short essays on
subjects ramglng
from theé mystery
of dark matter and
the infinity of pi

b the res@ianos
of trees and the
intelligence of

Jaolnt vanture

Blue Origin
gets license for
rochket lannch

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration said on Friday that it
b pssued a commpwercial
space launch oense for

Blue Orngin's — Jeff Bezos'
rockel company — New
Glenm Laanch,

THie OIrgEn entered intoa
highly competitive area it has
lomg sought (o join, as the US
Diepartmient of Defense picked
the company, akong with Elon
bMusk's SpaccX and Bocings
Lockheed joint venture United
Launch Alliance, to compete
[oar matioand Secirny spsace
missions

The Pentagon had made
initial selections under a 3506
hilllon program in June. AFP

octopuses, These stones
are interwoven with
detalls from the
vary real and
husman lives of

scientists and
poets imspired by

the sarme guastions
and the beauty
they reveal

Hourse

China’s CATL
toseek Hong

hong listing

Chinese battery manufacturer
CATL sakd it plans to seek a list-
ing in Hong Kong, a Shenzhen
Sock Exchange hling showed,

CATL plans to issue offshore
H-zhares and apply for a listing
om the main board of the Hong
Fong Stock Exchange, B sabd bn
the Aling.

CATL's board has approved
the plan, baut the proposal is
pending approval [rom regula-
tors, including the China Secu-
rities Regulatory Commission,
the company said,

The move i abmed at =fur-
ther promoting the company's
global strategmce layoul” and
improving its compsetitiveness,
it sald. Reuters

o Faollow Arab NMews Briefs all through the day BlrabNews
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By cultivating the next generation of
leaders, New Murabba aspires to baild
a brighter tomorrosw for our ration.
Mamdouh Al=-Quraishi
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| FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

The apanlng ceremany wik attended by Singaporann Ambassadas Pram|lth Sadaslvan and Tonya Ten, founder of 'Warld Future Enterprises, alongalde athar dignltaries

CULINARY DELIGHT

LuLu showcases best of

The Saudi-Singapore Gastronomy
2024 pvent at Lula Hypermarket
showrased the best of Singapore™
gastronomic delighis, bringing 10
premier singaporean food bramds
to the hypermarket's stores across
Rivadh, Jeddah and Dermmmam.

Held in association with the
sngapore Fod Manufacturing
Association, the cvent which
ran from Dec. 14-24 — supports
the expansion  of
renowned culinary brands  into
the Ringedom,

It is the first-cver cross-border
event to introduce Sineapore’s
fnest culinary products to the
sauch market, imansforming
LoLu stores into culinary hohs,
showeasing the country's finest

ingrechents ancd Bavors

CITEapOTe’s

The opening ceremoy  was
attended by chiefl guest Premjith
Sadasivan, ambassador of Singa-
pore o Sdi Arabla, and Tonva
Tan, founder and business devel-
opmeerit director of World Future
Enterprises.  alongside  other
chignitaries from various fields.

Upon amival, Sadasivan was
welcomed by Lulus  senior
manazement with a purple carpet
ceremany, boudguets, and a tradi-
tional orchid gardand. A state-
of-the-art robod announeed the
launch of new products, adding
an innovative and tech-savvy
chimenssan to the #veni,

Saclasivan samd the Saudi-Sings-
pore  Gastronomy 2024 event
marks a skentficant milestone in
enhancing econombc and cultural

HIGHLIGHT

Saudi-Singapore Gastronomnyy
2024 featured a wide
range of Singaporean food

products, from sauces,
spices, and noodles to

ready-to-eat meals, offering
a blend of authenticity
and premium gquality.

relations between  Simgapore
and Sauch Arabia. "This cvent
presents cxciting business oppor
tunities for the sgrowth of Singa-
porean prodducts in the Middle
Faslern markel. BY  proaiding
Satdl  consumers with  acoess
i premim Singaporean  foodd
brancs, Lulia Hypsermarkel and

Singapore’s gastronomy

World Fulure Emerprises are
paving the way for greater collab
cration between the two nations”
e achidesd,

Sawdi-Singapore Gastronony

2024 featured a wide range of

!"'|||'|g:|]||||'v:||1 fowmid |:||1||:|.|:||'1:-1_
from sauces, spices, and noodles
i roadyv-to-cat meals, offerning
g blend of anthenticity and
premdum  gquality. The  Singa-
porean brands debuiing in the
Kingdom include Boost Isolonde
Sports Dnnk,. Jungle Ritchen
Productions Pte. Ltd, Chilli Brand,
Double Elephant Brand, Fred and
Chloe, Ideal Food, Quay Whole-
foods, MindoFoods, Oathediont,
ROA Daily, and Flavors of Asia/
stmple Chef,

Key haghlights of the evenl

inchsded tasting  tables  and
interactve live cooling stations
manteed by celebrity  chels
preparing Singaporean dishes,
shehim  Mohammed, director
of Lulu Snudi Hypermarkets,
sidel Saudl-Singapore Gastronomy
2024 reflects Lala’s commitment
tooffering the best of Singaporean
flavors to the sophisticated Sawdi
palate “With our global metwork
of sourcing affices and state-of-
the-ard warehousing and logistics
support, Lula Hyvpermarket s
in a unigque position to bring the
finest food trends [rom Siggapone
fo Saudi Arahbia,” Mohammmmed saicl
He said the event prescnted an
exciting opportunity to explore
Singapores rich culinary offerings
barrsting with Havor amnd quakity,

ADVANCED HEALTHGARE

Aster Sanad hosts

symposium with Saudi
Society of Hematology

Aster Sanad Hospdtal, a unit
af the integrated healtheare
provider Aster DM Healthcare,
recently concluded its Venous
Thrombosis and  Hemostasis
Symposium 2024 at the Braira
Hotel Qurtuba in Rivadh, The
event, held in collaboration with
the Saudi Society of Hematology,
drew more than 2040 health-
care professionals,  mcluding
hematologists, clinicians, and
rescarchers from  acmoss  the
Ringdom and beyond, They
gathered to explore the latest
athancements 1n the manage-
ment of venous thrombosis and
hemostasis

Offictally recognized by the
Saclk Commisston for Healih

Specialists, the  svymposiiim
offered attendees valuahle
contiowing  medicial  education

cresdit houars, The two-day evenl

festured a distnguished Hneup
of 20+ experts from across Sawdi
Arabia, who presented a wide
range of critical topics related
b venous thrombosis, bleeding
disorders, and blood cosgulation.

Mohatmed  Alshamari, CEO
of Aster Hospitals and Chindes
Saudi Arabia, said: “"Continuos
lcarming and collaboration in
healtheare are essential  for
driving better patient outcomes.
We are proud to have brought
toEether such a distinguished
gronp of professlonals to disciss
the most pressing challenges and
recent innovations in the febd of
hematolosy.

“This svmposiam ol
provided an
education bul  also  [osteped
collaboration among experts,
seiting the stage for ongoing
aclvancements in patient care,”

only
ety Fiag

TALENT DEVELOPMENIT

New Murabba launches training
program for young Saudis

New Murabha — a PIF Company

— has announced the lausch of

s imaugural Gracdwates Program,
A sirategic nibative designed o
cultivate and empower the next
generation of Sandi leaders. The
program webcommed 1is lirsd color,
marging 4 seEnifhcant  mlestone
m New Muombbas commitment
e developing exceptional falend
and contribating to the Kingrlom’s
Vision 2050 poals,

Through a rigorous selec
thon process, New Murabba has
sdenntified
ates who embody the program’s
vilues. This Immersive program
will equip these mdividuals with
criticial  skills  In constroction,
FREIEERING, prosect
ment, arifcial intelligence, and
other key areas, ensunng  they
are  prepared o contribaite Lo
barthding the workds “largest and

exceplional  gradu-

BT LEe -

most transformative downtown”
“Aligned with Saudi Vision 20040,
New Murmbba s dedicated o
investing in the nation's utare by
providmg unparmlleled opportu-
nities for s youth,” the company
gakl im a statement. “This program
exemiplifees the company s commil-
ment 10 aducalion, traanng, and
wirkloree  localization.  Particr
pants will embark on 8 truslor-
malive jowmey  that  seambessly

Mow Murabba
has bontificed

miegrates structured  on<the-joh
fraiming with targeted learning
Ciirses”

Mamdcouh  AlFQuraidshl,  chiel
corparate services officer, saick "By
cultivating the next generation of
beackers, New Murabha asplires to
bakild a brdghter tomorrow Tos our
mation. We are confident these
graduates will shape the future of
our cofnrnundey and dive innova

ton on a ghobal scale”

Corporate
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Aviation lnnovation
Gulf Air hosts

flight safety
conference

Gull A hosted the second
Gulf Fhaght Safety Association
Conference for 2024, at the
Mivenpéick Holel, Bahrain
The two-day conference
-|:|||-|-_'r|t'|| wilh a wedeome ad-
dress by Chiel Operating Offi-
cer of Gulf Air Captain Qasim
Esmaec], who undersocored
the airline's dedicaiion io
culivating a robust aviation
safety culture throughout the
Gulf region and beyvond,

The first day of the con-
ference locused on topics
including aircraft damage
amd weather risks, dangerons
goads incidents and ground-
handling. The second day
i ivded reports fnom virious
safely groups, and presenta
tions from Airbas, UAE Presi-
dential Fligght and Symbeatics,

Financial Services

MultiBank Group
recognized at
Traders Fair

MultiBank Group, the
workd's largest financial
derivatives institution head
Quariered in Dubsal, has béen
recognized for its industry
contributions at Traders
Fair Hong Rong 2024, The
company was honored with
Lhuree presiigsionns awianis;
Best Forex Partners PFrogram
(i livhal 20054, Best Forex Bro-
ker in the Philippines, and
Forex Broker of the Year,

Traders Fair Hong Rong is
a leading financial event in
Aska, bringing together tho-
sancls of traders, investors,
and industry professionals
from around the world.

Annual Event
Sustainability
Forum names
GlIB as partner

Sustainabdlivy Forum Middle
East has announcoed Gull
Intermational Bank as a foruam
partner for its upcoming third
edition, set to take place on
Jan. 28-29, 2025, in Bahrain,
GIES mvolverment as a
forum partner underscores
the bank's dedication to
adbvancing sustainalxlity
throughout the region, It isa
leading supporter of the GCC
economies as they transi-
tan torwvard thelr net-zerm
goaks, GIR, which unched a
comprehensive sustanability
stratery in 2021, has created
internal sustainability metrics
to measure performance,
and developed its own
Sustainabdlity and Transition
Financing Framework to
ause=s syiEtainahle Firancing

Achvabies,
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Sport News

Jahn Duwandan Kiraalt D ,.'

Saudi Arabia defeated
Irag 3-1 on Saturday Lo
fimish top of Group B in
the Arabian Gulf Cup
and book thelr place

In the last four of

the Kuwall tournament.

Meeding just a point [o progress,
two late goals from substituie
Ahdullah Al-Hamdan, following
an earlier strike from his Al-Hilal
colleague  Salem  Al-Dawsari,
produced  victory amnd meant
that the Green Falcons stayed
an course for a first regilonal title
e 2004,

Both teams had chances in the
first half, but 10 mimutes into the
secoil, Herve Henard's men
who lost the opening game against
Bahraim — got the breakihroush
they had been looking for, Thrahim
Favesh was judped by VAR 1o have
hamdled in the ares o give Saadi
Arabia a penalty,

Al-Dawsan had missed his last
two spot kicks for the national
team, but the 20022 Asian plaver
of the vear showed few slgns
of merves as he stroked the ball
home to give his team a vital lead.

Hevwever, alter 64 minuies I BF
were level, Mohanad Al furmsed
All Al-Bulaithi inside the area to
shoot home inside the near post
to give the holders real hope.

There were plenty of nerves

COURSE FOR THE TITLE

Saudi Arabia defeat Iraq
to advance in Gulf Cup

The Green Falcons take on hosts huwait in the semifinals on Tuesday

The team rewtorad their |ead with nine ménutes remaining with a strike. KSA will fece Kuwalt on Tusaday, (050 |

SAUDI FOOTEBALL

Gearges-Kovin N'Koudou promises Damac
supporters that he will do everything he can to try
to take the club up the Saudl Pro League table.

FASTFACTS

# Neading just a point to
progress, two |late goals
from substitute Abdullah
Al-Hamdan, following an
earlier strike from his Al-Hilal
collaagus Salem Al-Dawsar
produced victory and meant

that the Green Falcons stayed
on course for a first regional
tithe since 2004,

@ Both teams had chances in
the first half, but 10 minutes
imto the second, Herve
Renard's men — who lost the
opening game agalnst Bahraln
— got the breakthrough they
had beon looking for. Ibeahim
Bayesh was judged by VAR to
have handled in the area to
give Saudi Arabla a panalty.

among the Kingdom's fans but
the team restored their lead
with nine mingtes  remalning
following a delightful strike
siltan Al-Ghannam pulled the
ball back from the right side of
the area for Al-Hamdan to take
a touch and curd the hall into the
tof corner af the Iragi nel.

Five minutes later and it was all
over, Al-Dawsar] skipped clear of
challenges in the Iragi hall to feed
Al-Hamdan on the left comer of
the area and the forward rofled
the hall into the opposite side of
the net with a precise low shaot

Damac’s star Georges-hevin N'houdou

Mok Lomas | codon

Few plavers will want the winter
break in the Sauch Pro Lesgoe (o
b over more than Georges-Kevin
N Roudow. Despite his team Damac
sitting in 10th place in the Saodi
Pro League fable, NWRoadou has
nefied eight poals in 13 zames so
far: ondy Cristiano Ronabkdo, Eaim
Betrdema amnd Aleksaindar Mitrovic
have scomsl more in e league thas
KESOL.

The Cameroon  infermational
primarily operates as a  winger
bt since moving 1o Damac in the
summer of 2025, NRoudou has
become o danperous findsher. Before
arviving in Sawdi Arahia, he had only
scoied more than e goals m a
season onee in his carcer. Al Damac,

GOLF

Niemann
confirms place
al International
Series India
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Desplte Damac sitting in 10th place in EF‘L table, Georges-Hevin

N Kouwdou hns netted sight gools so far. ©

All Rhaled Gurugram, Inda

In-form LIV Golf superstar Joaquin
Niemann, The International Series
Rankings champion Tor the 2024
season, 5 the latest big name to be
condfimed for Infemational Seres
Idia, the $2m toumamend takimg
piace &t DLF Goil and Cotidry

DAMAC CLUB

Club in Guregraim next monthe The
Chilean, who captains the Torgue
G team in the LIV Goll Leaguoe, will
join defending US Open champéon
Bryson DeC hambean ancd kecal hemo
Anirban Lahdn for the touwmament,
which will ke place from Jan. 30
i Feh 'L

Witnann was runner-up mthe

has Ronaldo and Mitrovic in his sights

FASTEFACTS

® The Camercon international
primarily operates as a
winger but since moving to
Damac in the sumimar of
2023, N'Koudou has become
a dangerous finisher.

& Bafore arriving in Saudi
Arabia he had only scored

mare than five goals

in a season anoe n his
carsar. At Damac, he has
dona it twice in a row,

e has chome iE TWice ma o,

Nhoodou hit the pround
rumnimg  in  impressive  [ashion
after his mose fom  Turkish

sidt* HBresikins, baggping 14 goals

LIV Goll League incivichsal stand-
mEs m an mpressne 2004 season,
winning two ol the Arst three tourma-
miends in Mayvakoba and Jededah, and
clinching two T2 and twa T3 places
as he narmowly lost ool 10 fwo-time
mipw champeon Jon Rahm. The
-year-obd, a two-time PGA Tour
winner, fneshed the campaien on

in his first 16 games, incheding
a  sensational | match-winning
brace  against  then-reigming
saudh champons Al-ltahad  ast
December. The Damac Mo, 10
creddits his profific form (o the
influence of his coach, ex-AC Milan
defender Cosmin Contra,

“The coach has piven me so
much responsibility and freedom
ofl the fedd” N'Roudou todd Arab
News. “He Enows [ have expen-
ence, =0 he has just et me play my
game and be happy on the pitch
anid off the pitch.

“1 have had many grest coaches
in my career so far bul before
being a coach, (Contral 15 a great

an. Hes honest and i he has
gomething to say he will say it to
vou straight™

i figh by sanning e Asian Tour’s
seasom-tnding 3%m  PIF  Saudi
Internatiomnal powered by SoftBank
Investment  Advisers esrlier this
mamth i Rivadh m a thrilling
play-olT where he held his nerve
to edpe out 20622 Open champeon
Carn Sematly aned provmising Amerhcin
Caleh Surratt,

Sport
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Doping scandals
Nick hyrgios
says lennls

Integrity ‘awial’

Mick Kyrzios lashed out
Saturclay at what he believes 1s
e lenbend treatment of warld
bepmns Mo 1 Talian Jannik S
neT fora faded drag test amd
sxid integrity i the sport was
“awiul”

Sinner twice tested positive
Forr Lhe bsagnees ] sterosid ¢lostehol
m March

However, the Intermational
Tennis Integrity Apency ac:
cepted his argument that the
sterobd entered s syslem
due to contamination from his
phiyssotherapist and opied no

b suspetsd him, AFP

Premier League

Guardiola won't
quit troubled

Manchester City

Frp Guardiola insists he will
not walk out on troanbled
Aanchester City as he sirives (o
glogs the champlons’ stunning
ohec e,

Guardioda only recently
giened a two-year contract ex-
bensboa bt City's dismal form
has rdsed questions absoan his

Futiire at Uy Etihacd Stadivmn,
A mightmare run of nine

defrats im 13 mames, with just
ome win in that woelul spedl,
trigepered sugepestions the City
boss could deckde to quat if he
cannot find an answer to his
e s protdems. AFP

TZ20 cricket

Dully shines as
New Fealand
beal Srl Lanka

A late bowling Oghtback
sparked by Jacob Duffy pro-
duced a remarlkable eighit-
run victory for New Zealand
against 5ri Lanka at Mount
Maunganui on Saturday.

Lri Lanka, with openers
Fathum Nissmnka and Busal
Mendis in sparkling form,
were cruising toward the
I3-ran target when they
reached 95 withoat loss at
L halfway stagoe

But im the 14th over,
with Sri Lanka 121-0, DufTy
changed the game with three
wickets in Four balls, all
caught behind by Mitchell
Hay, beginning with the
dismissal of Mendis for 446
off 36 deliveries. AFP

Follow Arab News

e Briefs all through the
day @ ArabMNews




Canadian filmmaker Donls
Vilerauws revealed In an imterview
with the Los Angeles Times this
waihk that e enforces a ‘no-call-
phone, re—scckal-rmadia pelicy’ en
Duune’ soks to ensure ‘focus and
creativity’' among cost and crow.

TheSix

Trallblazing stars

As MHyEE ends, we celebrate
Arab celebrthes whao
shone globally ancd

read bl historic milestones.

Elic Saab

Lebancse desiener Elie
sxah hosted “The OO Seasons
of Elie Saab™ in Rivadh.

haouther Ben Hania

The Tunisian filmmaker made
history in January as the Arst Arab
woman 1o carn a second Oscar
noenination, with her film “Fous
Daughters” shorthisted for Best
Documentary Feature Film.

Elvanna

The Chilean Palestinian singer
peerformel alonggside Caldplay al
UR's Glastonbury Festival in June
and made her debuat on Saturday

Mizht Live in Octolbser.

o

Mona Zaki

The Expyplian aclress wWils amdnig
the cetebmities wiho walked the
seventh edition of L'Oreal Pans'

star-studded “Le Defile Walk

Your Worth™ event during Parls

Fasdilon Wedk 1h Seplember,

Aseel Omran

In Paris, Moma Zaki was joined
by Saudi Arabia actress and
presenter Aseel Demran whi

waore a form-fitting vebvet blawck

ress wilh a contrasting white
detail at the baxst.

Logina Salah

The model and content
creator made history by
becoming the first Egyptian
conbestant to secure a top-30
place at Mexico City's Miss
Universe pageant in November.,
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Finally

Model and reality TV star Georgina Rodriguez attended the event alongside her longtime partner Cristiane Ronaldo. G=tty images

CLOSE

UP

Georgina Rodriguez steals
the spotlight at Dubai event

Arab Mews Docal

Argentine model Georgina
Rodrigunez made a head-
urning appearance this
week at the Globe Soccer
Dabead Awards 20024,
held as part of the Dubai
International Sports
Conference 2024,

She attended the event along-
glde her longtime partner,
Cristiano Ronakdo, who was
honored with two awards: Best
Middle East Player 2024 apdd
All-Time Top Goal Soorer,

Rodngues turned heads in
a fitted biack dress [eaturing a
gweetheart neckline and lace-
detatled sleeves, She completed
her ook with black pointed-ioe
heeds and carmied a matching
black purse.

The couple was joined by
Konaldo's eldest son, Cristlanno
Jr., making it a family affair
at one of the year's most
cebebrated sports evenis.

INTERVIEW

Lipom accepting the award,
Homnaldo, who plays for Saudi
Arabla’s Al-Nassr FC, expressed
s |:|':|I|I||-:_l|_'-n|| sEEe, SV
“For me, it s a g pleasure
Lo win this trophy. It is very
different than the other ones. It
|5 & pleasure to b in this gala.
{There arel a lot of |.'|'|.'-||:r|]|i-||r|.'-.
here, voung senerations and old
Ermeranons.”

The couple
spent thelr
festive hollday
in Lapland,
Fintind, with
their childreon.
mMelalram

He continued: “I have tosay
thank you to my own family, my
kichs. They are all here in Dubal,
My obdest sof 1= there, My wile
15 here. She's my lovely support
all the time to carry on to play

In one month I'm gonna be
0 vears odd but I'm nod
finizhed yet. I will contimue
becanse [ want to win titles, |
want to be a champion,”

After the event, Ronaldo
shared pictures with his G446
milllon Instagram followers,
captiomng the post: A greal
way to end the vear. Thank
you to my teammates, staff, to
evervone who has supported
me along the way, and
especiilly to my family. There is
still more to comne.”

I'he couple were later
gpotied at Nobu Dabai in
Atlantls the Falm, where
there was also Brazilian
foathall plaver Neymar and
Former [tallan foothalles
Alessandro Dl Piero

Hodriguez and Ronaldo
traveled to Dubai following
their family vacation in
Lapland, Finlamd, where they
e lebyated the Testive season,

The couple shared ghmpses
of their activitics on Instagram,
meluding an in-house dinner
wilh their children, sledding
pdventures. e baths and more,
giving fans a peck tnio their
haliday moments,

SEQUEL

‘The Batman
2'delaved
lo 2027

Arnby Naws Dubas

The release of US filmmalker
Maii Heeves “The Batman™
seqquel has been pushed back
to Ocll, 2027, Warner Braos,
announced this week.

The DO Studios film vwas
criginally set to debut in Imax
oy O 20006, and |= expecied
to go into production in the
third quarier of 2025

“The only reason for the delay
i there =n't a full seripd,” DeC
Stindios co-c sl James Gunn
wrode on Threads this week.
“Mait is commuiited o making the
st filin b possibly can, and no
CHEe can acourtely guess exactiy
heow lomig a script will taloe to
write. Onoe there is a finished
scripd, there is around two vears
for pre-production, shooding and
prosst-production on big hlms"

“The BEatman®™ premiercd
in 2022 as the movie industry
beEan recovering from COVID-
related closures. The film carned
caver 7570 millkon worldwide.

An as-vet-untitled movie
chirected by Mexican filmmaker
Alejandro Gonsales [Rarmita and
starring Tom Cruise will now
take the Oct.2, 20026, relcase date
— the only major studio release
currently schedubed for thal
wier' eaprd.

The cast of Indrmitu’s movie
also includes Sandra Hdbker,
Jotin Gooddman, Michael
Stuhlbarg, Jesse Plemons,
sophic Wilde and Riz Ahmed. It
reportedly follows the world's
most powerTul man as he races
Lo provie e 15 huimanily's savior
Before the disaster he caused
brads to total destruction.

The film will he IEritns
first English-linguage movie
since “The Revenant.” starmming
Leonardo DiCaprio, nearly a
cecade agn,

Matt Reoves

Mytheresa CEO on personalizalion, cullure, Saudi Arabia’s luxury boom

Hanodl Merchant Habdb Cabs

As Sandi Arabda cements s

posilion as a global center

For luxury, the Kingdom's

burgeaning fashion market

% capduring the attenthon of

hagh-end retailers worldwide,
AMytheresa, one of the leading

luxury c-commeree platforms,

= at the forefront of this shift,

crtertng toa growing amd Increas-

ingly discerning Sadi clientele,
Michac] Kliger, CEO of Mythe-

resi, Fevesled how The brand is

evorving alongside the Ringdom's

dynamic landscape, with a focus
on personalization and cultural
CONTCton

"We're witnessing incredible
changes in the Saudi market”
Bliger said. “More Saedis are
slily i||;.'_ in L Fe i, with some
even moving back permanently,
which has created a significant
increase in bocal demand for
huxury fashion.

“Events lthe weddings and
rl-:_'l_'||li-::-1:|'-;J1:|1.'r-' .5'||1.'|.'i|'_|.':-; bty
important here, bt now, with
ciemas and fine dinlng experi-
ences becoming more Comimo,

Michas! Kliger

||‘I|.'I"I' I EVET INEEre GO ssIns
lar peapie (o chreess 1]

While Mytheresa does not yed
have o physical presence in Saudi
Arataa, s sirabegy focuses on

creating meaningiul connections
with local clients.

“We host a varietv of events
io engage directly with our
Saudi customers” Klimer said.
“Recently, we had a dinner af
Hiia Hub in Riyvadh with the
designers of Oscar de ka Benta,
and in Jeddah, one of our clients
hosted 100 of her friends for
us at a hotel. These gatherings,
along with style suiles where
Customers can iy curabed
codbecthons, &llow us to bring the
My tlveresa SXPET e fce 1o L N
it personal and exclusive way”

Additionally, the c-tadler
frequently collaborates with
local creatives to create
authentic connections with
their customers. Kliper said that
uncerstanding the timing of
local events ancd irsdiions, such
as Ramadan and other festive
eatherings, is csseniial. He
highlighted the importance of
working with local influencers
anidd ambassacors to ensure the
Brands messaging feels genulne
and accessible, making if casier
[owr Sand CLsiOmers [0 enggne
with Mytheresa



