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IN GuaYaQuIL, eCuaDOR

T
he drug lord had already escaped 
the law in three countries, and he 
planned to do it again.

In less than a decade, Dritan 
Rexhepi had built a smuggling business 
that ran from the fields of Colombia to the 
ports of ecuador and on to the streets of 
europe, Italian and Latin american inves-
tigators said, rivaling the influence of 
Mexico’s powerful cartels. his brand, 
carved into cocaine packages, was “Bello” 
— beautiful.

the albanian’s rise from gunman in his 
home country to transatlantic kingpin is 
part of a global explosion in the cocaine 
industry, a trade that is far bigger and 
more geographically diverse than at any 
point in history. south america now pro-
duces more than twice as much cocaine as 
it did a decade ago. Cultivation of coca 

crops in Colombia, the origin of most of the 
world’s cocaine, has tripled, according to 
u.s. figures, and the amount of land used 
to grow the drug’s base ingredient is more 
than five times what it was when the 
infamous drug lord Pablo escobar was 
killed in 1993.

and production keeps soaring. a record 
2,757 tons of cocaine was produced world-
wide in 2022, a 20 percent increase over 
2021, according to this year’s global drug 
report from the u.N. Office on Drugs and 
Crime.

“It’s going up and up and up,” said 
thomas Pietschmann, a research officer at 
the uNODC. “a few years ago, people were 

see cocAinE ON A12

Cocaine boom defies years of work
Despite tens of billions spent 
in drug war, the trade is far 
larger and  has gone global

tHe tAkeOver
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BY TYLER PAGER

E
arlier this year, Rep. James 
e. Clyburn met President 
Joe Biden at the White 

house to deliver a stern message: 
Biden had to find a way to revital-
ize his flagging campaign. Cly-
burn, who had been pivotal to 
Biden’s 2020 victory, also made a 
confession about his own long-
standing belief that substance is 
more important than style in poli-
tics.

“I have come to the conclusion 
in recent days that I’m wrong 
about that,” the south Carolina 
Democrat, 84, remembers telling 
Biden. “the new environment 
that we currently live in — style 
seems to carry the day more than 
substance.”

“Your style,” he told the presi-
dent, “does not lend itself well to 
the environment we’re currently 
in.”

Clyburn’s conclusion — which 
was shared by anxious Democrats 
in the months before the president 
ended his reelection bid — under-
mined Biden’s theory of presiden-
tial leadership. after Donald 
trump’s ascent, Biden believed 
that he just needed to show ameri-
cans that traditional democracy 
still worked — by listening to ex-
perts, working with Republicans, 
passing popular policies — and 

voters would rally around him.
he succeeded in Phase One of 

his plan, enacting legislation, 
much of it bipartisan, to reshape 
the nation’s infrastructure, revive 
the semiconductor industry and 
fight climate change. But Phase 
two never happened. the truth of 
Biden’s presidency is that he failed 
in what was by his own account his 
most important mission: making 

see BidEn ON A8

Joe Biden’s lonely battle to sell his vision of American democracy

How biden Leads: this story 
is part of a four-part series 

scrutinizing biden’s 
leadership style and the way 

he ran the most complex 
government in the world. the 
first three installments were 
published while biden was 

seeking a second term.
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BY MARY ILYUSHINA

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has apologized to the leader 
of azerbaijan for the crash of a 
passenger airliner following an 
unspecified “tragic incident” in 
Russian airspace, the Kremlin 
said saturday.

Neither Putin nor his govern-
ment has taken responsibility for 
downing the azerbaijan airlines 
flight that crashed in Kazakhstan 
on Christmas Day. the White 
house said Friday that evidence 
suggests the plane was brought 
down by Russia.

thirty-eight passengers and 
crew were killed; 29 survived.

azerbaijan airlines Flight 8243 
departed from Baku, the capital 
of azerbaijan, with 67 people on 
board shortly before 8 a.m. local 
time Wednesday, for Grozny, the 
capital of Chechnya in Russia. It 
was diverted from Grozny mid-
flight and later crashed near ak-
tau in southwestern Kazakhstan, 
about 270 miles east across the 
Caspian sea.

Putin and azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham aliyev discussed the 
repeated attempts by the on-
schedule plane to land at the 
Grozny airport, the Kremlin said 
in a summary of the call. Putin 
told aliyev that the area had been 
attacked by ukrainian drones 
that activated Russian air de-
fense.

“Vladimir Putin apologized in 
connection with the fact that the 
tragic incident occurred in Rus-
sian airspace, and once again 
expressed deep and sincere con-
dolences to the families of the 
victims, wished a speedy recovery 
to the injured,” the Kremlin said.

the azerbaijani government, 
in its own readout of the call, said 
Putin “apologized for the fact” 
that the embraer-190 “was sub-
jected to external physical and 
technical impact in Russian air-
space, which resulted in a tragic 
incident.”

aliyev, the azerbaijani govern-
ment said, “emphasized that 
there are numerous holes in the 
fuselage of the plane, passengers 
and crew members, while still in 
the air, were injured by foreign 
particles that pierced the skin 
and entered the cabin of the 
plane, and that the testimonies of 
the surviving flight attendants 
and passengers of the plane con-

see crAsh ON A15

Putin sorry 
but shirks 
blame in 
plane crash

Evidence points to 
Russia’s downing of the 
craft, White House says

BY MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE 

IN hOustON

 the call came in on the fire 
truck’s radio on a blazing hot 
summer afternoon: “Baby in a 
dumpster.” 

“It didn’t specify alive or 
dead,” Patrick Pequet remem-
bers.  

he and fellow firefighters ar-
rived within minutes, pulling 
into the rear parking lot of an 
apartment complex in the south-
west quadrant of this sprawling 
city. Police were already there, as 
were several residents who had 
frantically summoned them, 
standing near a blue dumpster 
crowded by discarded boxes, 

scattered trash and garbage 
bags.  

In one of those bags, a baby 
had been crying. Now, only si-
lence.  

“they didn’t want to touch it,” 
Pequet says. “It was very still.”  

a quarter-century ago, 
prompted by a spate of aban-
doned babies in houston, this 
state became the first in the 
country to pass a safe haven law 
allowing parents to relinquish 
newborns at designated places — 
without questions or risk of pros-
ecution.  

Yet “Baby Moses” surrenders 
remain rare in texas, and an-
other series of abandoned infants 

see TExAs ON A6

A spate of abandoned 
newborns unsettles Texas
Desperation is a common thread. Critics cite 

strict abortion ban, poor health care for women.
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colombian police Lt. Jonnathan Gil 

inspects  types of coca: in his right 

hand, a branch of the Erythroxylum 

novogranatense type, and in his 

left, the Erythroxylum coca type. 

BY JACQUELINE ALEMANY 
AND CAT ZAKRZEWSKI

In the past several weeks — and 
before he has been sworn in for his 
second term — President-elect 
Donald trump has threatened 
trade wars with both of the united 
states’ closest neighbors, mused 
about taking over Greenland, 
blustered about bringing the Pan-
ama Canal back under american 
control and suggested making 
Canada the 51st state.

Less than a month before his 
inauguration, trump — who 
vowed to end foreign wars and 
made “peace through strength” a 
rallying cry of his 2024 presiden-
tial campaign — is crafting an 
“america First” foreign policy de-
fined by antagonism toward u.s. 
allies and adversaries alike, cen-
tered around dreams of territorial 
expansionism, and channeled 
through the president-elect’s 
braggadocio.

trump’s pre-presidency tactics 
regarding Greenland, the Panama 
Canal and the united states’ clos-
est neighbors aren’t likely to result 
in massive change. Canadians and 
their political leaders are unlikely 
to prove receptive to dissolving 
their country, and u.s. lawmakers 
have not broadly expressed will-
ingness to absorb Canada as a new 
state. Greenland’s prime minister 
has said the island is not for sale, 
and Panamanian President José 
Raúl Mulino has said that “every 
square meter of the Panama Canal 
and its adjacent zone belongs to 
Panama and will remain so.”

For any other modern presi-
dent — especially one who cam-
paigned on ending wars, not start-
ing them — threatening to en-
croach on allies’ sovereignty 
would be extremely unusual. But 
u.s. foreign policy during trump’s 
first term was marked by near-
constant departures from diplo-
matic conventions and prior in-
ternational commitments and de-
fined by unpredictable and at 
times hostile political and eco-
nomic brinkmanship with tradi-
tional partners and enemies 
across the globe. For trump, train-
ing his imperial instincts on some 
of the united states’ closest part-
ners advances a version of that 
same scattershot foreign policy he 
pursued during his first term, 
when he sought to forcefully pro-
mote american interests on the 
global stage with little regard for 
borders or delicate international 
relationships.

trump’s team insists that his 
recent comments are part of a 
broader strategy.

“World leaders are flocking to 
the table because President 
trump is already delivering on his 
promise to Make america strong 
again,” trump transition spokes-

see Trump ON A4

Aides say 
bluster part 
of Trump’s 
bigger plan

Critics worry comments 
about Panama, Canada 
could hurt relationships

Cocaine superhighway: a South american 
waterway is a primary artery to Europe. A10

Plan for tiktok: trump seeks ban 
delay so he can “save” the app.   A3
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BY KYLE MELNICK

An invasive species had taken 
over ecosystems across the West 
Coast and was threatening to 
dominate another one in 
Monterey County, California, 
when ecologist Rikke Jeppesen 
began her research two decades 
ago.

Jeppesen was seeking solu-
tions for the havoc green crabs 
had caused — damaging sea grass 
beds in multiple states, eating 
small prey crucial to other spe-
cies’ survival and persisting de-
spite frequent efforts to remove 
them. One state even spent mil-
lions of dollars to protect its wa-
ters from the crabs, which are 
native to Europe.

But to her surprise, Jeppesen 
learned there was a much simpler 
way to remove the crabs in the 

slough she studied: furry and 
hungry sea otters.

Sea otters are rare in most eco-
systems after they were hunted to 
near extinction in the 18th and 
19th centuries. But at California’s 
Elkhorn Slough, a reserve where 
about 120 southern sea otters live, 
the cute apex predators have led 
to green crabs’ demise by eating 
up to 120,000 of the invasive spe-
cies as a group per year.

The researchers said their find-
ings, published in the Biological 
Invasions journal this month, 
show the importance of protect-
ing otters and other native preda-
tors at a time when there are 
about 1 million plant and animal 
species at risk of extinction.

“Sea otters are the assistant 
managers of the slough in helping 
us keep invaders in check,” 
Jeppesen, who now works for the 
reserve, told The Washington 
Post.

Green crabs became a major 
threat to coastal ecosystems on 
the West Coast in the late 1980s 
after they were unintentionally 
introduced in the San Francisco 
Bay — possibly by trade ships, the 
researchers said.

Washington state said in Sep-
tember that it plans to spend 
about $12 million to manage its 
green crab population. Oregon 
has encouraged harvesters to re-
move 35 green crabs per day from 
its waters. Scientists said in 2021 
that they failed to eradicate green 
crabs from an estuary in Stinson 

Beach, California, after years of 
efforts.

Jeppesen was a graduate stu-
dent at the University of Califor-
nia at Santa Cruz in the early 
2000s when she first set fish traps 
— baited with raw anchovy or 
sardine — across Elkhorn Slough 
to study green crabs.

She sometimes captured up to 
100 green crabs in a single trap. 
But in the following years, Jeppes-
en said, she nabbed fewer crabs.

So instead of studying why 
green crabs were successful — like 
they had been at other estuaries — 
she wondered why they were no 
longer thriving in Elkhorn 
Slough. She knew one of the larg-
est shifts at the reserve over those 
years was the sea otter popula-
tion.

Sea otters, which had long been 
hunted for their thick and soft fur, 
have slowly rebounded on the 
West Coast since the early 1900s. 
They were believed to be extinct 
until a small population was dis-
covered off the rocky coast of Big 
Sur in 1914. They received federal 
protections in the 1970s.

The first male sea otters arrived 
in Elkhorn Slough in the 1990s, 
said Kerstin Wasson, a research 
coordinator for the reserve. When 
female otters came in the early 
2000s, Wasson said, they began 
having babies. Plus, the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium released some of 
its sea otters into the slough.

Some improvements in the eco-
system came quickly. Sea otters 

Invasive green crabs defied removal, 
but scientists found an otter way

ate multiple crab species, allow-
ing snails, which crabs eat, to 
thrive. The snails then ate more 
algae that had blocked sunlight 
from reaching the sea grass. More 
sea grass provided protection for 
young fish and food for migratory 
birds.

The otters’ impacts on the 
green crab population became ap-
parent around 2010, Jeppesen 
said. In 2014, a researcher was 
grabbing crabs from traps when 
he witnessed a sea otter consume 
about 30 green crabs in an hour.

The researchers said they wor-
ried the green crabs’ population 
decline could’ve been a fluke, but 
the trend continued over the fol-
lowing decade. While there are 
other animals in Elkhorn Slough 
that eat green crabs, such as 
sharks, rays, wading birds and 

larger crabs, green crabs only de-
creased when the otter popula-
tion increased.

“We sort of think of restoration 
usually more from a bottom-up 
perspective — we need to plant 
the trees that have been lost or … 
plant the salt marshes,” Wasson 
said. “But at the same time, that’s 
not enough, and we also need to 
restore the food webs.”

Unlike other marine mammals 
that keep warm with blubber, 
such as whales and seals, sea 
otters stay warm by eating up to 
25 percent of their body weight 
each day, according to the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium. Otters 
eat a variety of animals, such as 
clams, sea urchins and mussels, 
but they still fit green crabs into 
their diets in Elkhorn Slough.

There are about 3,000 south-

ern sea otters in California, down 
from the tens of thousands that 
once ranged down to Mexico. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
considered an otter reintroduc-
tion plan on the Pacific Coast, 
which the federal agency said 
would cost between $26 million 
and $43 million over 13 years.

The California researchers said 
their study proves otters can pro-
vide unexpected benefits when 
returned to their natural habitats. 
Now when researchers set traps, 
Jeppesen said, they usually catch 
fewer than 10 green crabs in each.

“That is really a win-win if you 
can help protect those native spe-
cies,” said Jeppesen. “It may ben-
efit your ecosystem in multiple 
ways, including protecting 
against invaders. No one loses out 
in that case.”

 Michael Yang

Sea otters  eat up to  120,000  green crabs a year  at Elkhorn Slough in  California. “Sea otters are the 

assistant managers of the slough in helping us keep invaders in check,” ecologist Rikke Jeppesen said. 

BY ANUMITA KAUR

A federal judge on Monday 
struck down key parts of an Ar-
kansas law that threatened librar-
ians and booksellers with impris-

onment if they were found to have 
provided “harmful” content to a 
minor.

U.S. District Judge Timothy 
Brooks ruled that two parts of 
Arkansas Act 372 — which Repub-
lican Arkansas Gov. Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders signed in 2023 — are 
overly broad and vague, and vio-
lated librarians’, booksellers’ and 
patrons’ First Amendment rights.

The two parts of the law that 
were struck down would have 
established a criminal misde-

meanor, punishable by up to a 
year in prison, for librarians and 
booksellers who distribute 
“harmful” material to a minor. It 
also would have required local 
governments to create oversight 
boards to review challenged con-
tent, which often deal with 
themes of race and sexuality. The 
ruling, which is likely to be chal-
lenged, comes as a growing num-
ber of GOP-controlled statehous-
es have considered similar laws 
that threaten librarians with pris-
on.

“Up until the passage of Act 
372, it appears that Arkansas’s 
more pressing concern with re-
spect to librarians was that they 
be insulated from meritless 
claims and time-wasting prosecu-
tions,” Brooks wrote. “Times have 
changed.”

If the statute’s purpose “was to 
protect younger minors from ac-
cessing inappropriate sexual con-
tent in libraries and bookstores, 
the law will only achieve that end 
at the expense of everyone else’s 

First Amendment rights,” said 
Brooks, who was appointed by 
former president Barack Obama. 
“The law deputizes librarians and 
booksellers as the agents of cen-
sorship; when motivated by the 
fear of jail time, it is likely they 
will shelve only books fit for 
young children and segregate or 
discard the rest.”

The state plans to challenge the 
decision. “I respect the court’s 
ruling and will appeal,” Arkansas 
Attorney General Tim Griffin said 
Monday. Sanders’s office did not 
respond to         a request for comment 
Thursday; the governor has said 
to local media that the law “is just 
common sense: schools and li-
braries shouldn’t put obscene ma-
terial in front of our kids” and will 
work with Griffin to appeal the 
ruling.

Librarians, booksellers and 
their advocates celebrated the 
victory — they argue that such a 
law amounts to censorship and 
would have a chilling effect on 
libraries and bookshops in the 
state.

At least 27 states considered 
100 bills that restrict library ma-
terials or threaten librarians with 
jail time or thousands of dollars 
in fines this year. At least three of 
those have become law, The 
Washington Post found. That 
added to nearly a dozen similar 
measures enacted over the past 
three years across 10 states.

Lawmakers who propose these 
bills contend that they are neces-
sary because school and public 
libraries contain graphic sexual 
material that should not be avail-
able to children. 

Arkansas state Sen. Dan Sulli-
van (R), who introduced Arkan-
sas Act 372, said at the time that 
the law protects children and 
doesn’t harm librarians unless 
they’re doing something awful. 
“If they don’t knowingly violate 

[the law], they’re free and clear,” 
Sullivan said.

But others say bills like Sulli-
van’s are ideologically driven cen-
sorship cloaked as concern for 
children, noting that as book 
challenges spiked to historic 
highs over the past two years, the 
majority of objections targeted 
books by and about LGBTQ+ peo-
ple and people of color, including 
“All Boys Aren’t Blue” by George 
M. Johnson and “Gender Queer: 
A Memoir” by Maia Kobabe.

“Our libraries and bookstores 
are critical spaces for learning, 
exploration and connection,” 
John Williams, legal director for 
the ACLU of Arkansas, said in a 
statement. “By striking down 
these provisions, the court has 
safeguarded the right of every 
Arkansan to access ideas and 
information without fear of cen-
sorship or prosecution.”

After Sullivan’s bill was signed 
into law, a coalition of organiza-
tions, including the Arkansas Li-
brary Association and various 
bookstores, challenged it in court. 
Brooks, the federal judge, tempo-
rarily blocked the law’s provi-
sions to punish librarians and 
booksellers and establish over-
sight boards from taking effect 
while the lawsuit wound its way 
through the court.

Brooks’s final ruling Monday 
was pivotal in the fight against 
nationwide book ban attempts, 
advocates argue.

“This decision sends a strong 
message that censorship and gov-
ernment overreach have no place 
in our libraries or our democracy,” 
John Chrastka, executive director 
of advocacy group EveryLibrary, 
said in a statement. 

“It’s a win for librarians, for the 
right to read, and for the Arkan-
sas library communities who 
have fought tirelessly to protect 
access to books and ideas.”

Judge strikes down Arkansas law that threatens librarians

Measure, punishable by 
prison, deemed to violate 
First Amendment rights

BY WILL OREMUS

President-elect Donald Trump 
on Saturday threw his weight 
behind H-1B visas, taking the side 
of Elon Musk in the squabble 
among conservatives over the 
program that allows foreigners 
with technical skills to temporar-
ily work in the United States.

“I’ve always liked the visas, I 
have always been in favor of the 
visas,” Trump told the New York 
Post in a phone interview. He 
added: “I have many H-1B visas 
on my properties. I’ve been a 
believer in H-1B. I have used it 
many times. It’s a great program.”

The comments come amid an 
online clash that has revealed a 
rift in Trump’s coalition ahead of 
his January inauguration. Musk 
and other business leaders see 

the visa program as essential for 
the U.S. tech industry, but anti-
immigrant hard-liners such as 
right-wing activist Laura Loomer 
and former Trump adviser Ste-
phen K. Bannon say the system 
lets companies exploit cheap for-
eign labor at the expense of 
Americans.

While Trump said he employs 
H-1B workers, past reporting has 
found he employs workers under 
the H-2A program, which covers 
temporary visas for agricultural 
workers, and the H-2B program, 
for seasonal workers in sectors 
such as tourism, hospitality and 
landscaping. The Trump transi-
tion team did not respond to a 
request for comment on Satur-
day.

Still, Trump’s words send an 
important signal, said Sophie 
Alcorn, an attorney in Silicon 
Valley who specializes in busi-
ness immigration.

“The president’s statement 
that he supports immigration 
and visas for highly skilled work-
ers allows tech workers in Silicon 
Valley and the companies that 

employ them to breathe a huge 
sigh of relief in what has been a 
tumultuous several months,” Al-
corn said.

Trump’s latest statements 
mark an early win for tech and 
business leaders who have 
aligned themselves with him in a 
bid for influence in his adminis-
tration. But experts said it is 
unlikely to be the last word on 
the topic from the president-
elect.

Trump’s stance on H-1B visas 
has shifted several times over the 
years, belying his claim that he 
has “always been in favor” of 
them. In a March 2016 statement, 
for instance, he vowed to “end 
forever the use of the H-1B as a 
cheap labor program, and insti-
tute an absolute requirement to 
hire American workers first for 
every visa and immigration pro-
gram.”

In fact, the H-1B program con-
tinued under his first adminis-
tration, although it closely scruti-
nized H-1B applications as part of 
an approach it called “extreme 
vetting,” making the process 

more onerous for workers and 
employers. In the final year of his 
first term, Trump issued an order 
in 2020 that temporarily blocked 
new visas, including H-1Bs.

“In the first Trump term, he 
went after H-1B,” said Muzaffar 
Chishti, senior fellow at the Mi-
gration Policy Institute, a non-
partisan think tank. But Trump’s 
most recent presidential cam-
paign focused on stemming ille-
gal immigration. That stance 
could be a boon to Musk and 
other tech industry leaders, 
whose businesses rely on soft-
ware programmers and other 
skilled workers in the country 
legally on H-1B visas.

Amazon was the largest spon-
sor of H-1B visas in 2024 with 
9,265, according to the U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Ser-
vices website, while fellow tech 
giants Google, Meta, Apple and 
IBM all rank among the top 10. 
Musk, who was born in South 
Africa, has said that he was on an 
H-1B visa at one point before he 
became a U.S. citizen.

Although only Congress has 

the power to end the program, 
the president can change the way 
it is implemented, Chishti said. 
One idea that has been floated is 
to award the visas to the workers 
making the highest salaries, rath-
er than by lottery — a change that 
would probably benefit large 
tech companies.

But Trump’s comments on Sat-
urday, in which he appeared to 
conflate H-1B visas with the H-2B 
program, suggested he lacks a 
firm grasp on the specifics of the 
policy, Chishti added.

“Just because he says some-
thing to the New York Post 
doesn’t make it a reality in the 
world of immigration,” Chishti 
said.

Immigration issues have led to 
a schism among Trump’s advis-
ers, some of whom believe that 
supporting legal immigration is 
key to building support for a 
crackdown on illegal immigra-
tion, while a more fervently na-
tionalist group that includes 
Bannon argues for making immi-
gration of all kinds more diffi-
cult.

Earlier on Saturday, Bannon, 
Trump’s former chief strategist, 
slammed Musk’s defense of the 
program in a post on the social 
network Gettr, calling him a “tod-
dler” in need of a “wellness 
check” from Child Protective Ser-
vices. He was responding to an X 
post in which Musk used an 
expletive to insult H-1B oppo-
nents and threatened to “go to 
war on this issue.”

“The Trump White House has 
the danger of turning into a 
snake pit when different factions 
within Trump’s world compete 
for his attention,” said Tom War-
rick, a senior fellow at the Atlan-
tic Council who worked at the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity under both Trump and Ba-
rack Obama. “Many people dur-
ing the first administration 
feared that whoever talked to 
Trump last before he made a 
decision, that’s what he would do. 
I can say firsthand this actually 
does happen.”

cat Zakrzewski contributed to this 

report.

Trump backs H-1B visas, aligning with Musk in GOP fight

President-elect calls it 
‘a great program’ but has 
flip-flopped on the issue
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BY MATTHEW CAPPUCCI

If it feels like the weather was a 
bit much this year, you’re not 
imagining things. The United 
States dealt with “hyperactive” 
hurricane and tornado seasons, 
and a burgeoning La Niña is in 
large part to blame.

The term “hyperactive” may 
seem hyperbolic, but it’s actually 
a meteorologically defined 
threshold. And while tornadoes 
and hurricanes are vastly differ-
ent phenomena, they have one 
thing in common: a developing 
La Niña weather pattern that 
helped increase the frequency of 
tornadoes and hurricanes in 
2024 — even as the pattern hasn’t 
materialized exactly how scien-
tists expected.

For a hurricane season to be 
hyperactive, it has to churn 
through 159.6 units of “accumu-
lated cyclone energy” — a metric 
that gauges how much energy a 
season’s storms churn through. 
That’s about 65 percent more 
than the 1991-2020 median.

The 2024 Atlantic hurricane 
season, which produced 18 
named storms, expended 161.6 
units. Five hurricanes struck the 
Lower 48 — Beryl, Debby, Fran-
cine, Helene and Milton. Three of 
them slammed Florida.

For tornadoes, records are a lot 
shakier. Data technically goes 
back to 1950, but most tornadoes 

back then were missed or not 
reported. It wasn’t until about 
1990 that cataloguing tornadoes 
became routine and reliable, and 
only in the past decade have 
cellphones provided documenta-
tion of events that otherwise 
would have been overlooked.

Still, January through Novem-
ber featured 1,762 preliminary 
tornado reports. That falls just 
shy of the top spot. In 2004, 1,787 
tornadoes were tallied by the 
start of December.

The 1991-2020 average during 
this same time frame is 1,187 
tornadoes nationwide — putting 
this year just over 48 percent 
ahead of average.

How La Niña conditions can 
make their mark

La Niña is the opposite of El 
Niño, both phases of an alternat-
ing weather pattern that begins 

in the tropical Pacific. In the case 
of La Niña, cooler-than-average 
water temperatures prevail in the 
eastern Pacific. That cooling 
chills the air above, causing it to 
sink and driving pressure higher, 
which in turn affects weather 
features in the atmosphere and 
triggers downstream effects in 
North America and beyond.

A clear link exists between La 
Niña and hurricanes. The sinking 
air in the Pacific is counteracted 
by rising air in the Atlantic. (After 
all, if the air is sinking in one 
place, it needs to be rising in 
another.) That upward motion 
makes it easier for hurricanes to 
form.

When the winds are too strong, 
fledgling storms can be torn 
apart before they ever become 
hurricanes. That’s usually not an 
issue during La Niña years. The 
ongoing conditions have also al-
lowed hurricanes to survive lon-
ger, which in some cases meant 
they could drift far enough west 
to affect the United States.

With tornadoes, the relation-
ship is more nuanced. There is 
research to suggest that the Great 
Plains sees at least some uptick in 
tornadoes during La Niña years 
because the climate pattern shifts 
the position of the jet stream or a 
river of winds in the upper at-
mosphere. The wavier jet stream 
favors the formation of low-pres-
sure systems in the Rockies, 
which draw warm, humid air 
north across the Plains and set 
the stage for rotating thunder-
storms.

One catch is that this year, La 
Niña conditions did not begin to 
emerge until the autumn. For 
tornado season, the pendulum 
was swinging through the “neu-
tral” category from El Niño to La 
Niña.

But there’s emerging research 
to show that quick swings be-
tween El Niño and La Niña, 
which happened between March 
and May, can result in booming, 
busting tornado barrages across 
the Corn Belt and Nebraska in 
particular, with enhancement 
elsewhere on the Plains.

Iowa and Nebraska in particu-
lar this year saw repeated on-
slaughts of destructive torna-
does, and the entirety of the U.S. 
Great Plains, often dubbed “con-

ventional Tornado Alley,” roared 
to life in a way it hadn’t for years.

And there’s no telling what 
next year’s weather might bring.

At first glance, if La Niña 
conditions weaken in the spring 
and shift back again toward El 
Niño, it could lead to near aver-
age or slightly below average 
hurricane activity — though any 
decrease in atmospheric fa-
vorability might be offset by 
anomalously warm ocean waters.

For tornado season in the 
spring, the Deep South may see a 
bit extra activity in February or 
March under these same condi-
tions, with increased tornado ac-
tivity in Kansas and Oklahoma in 
April. For May, a near or slightly 
above normal stretch of tornado 
activity is probable.

2024 had some wild weather. Here’s why.
Hurricane and tornado seasons were ‘hyperactive’ in the U.S., thanks largely to La Niña conditions
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Michael Bartholomew climbs through what’s left of the home he lived in with his wife Oct. 11 in Lakewood Park, Florida, after a tornado 

from the outer bands of Hurricane Milton destroyed it. Milton was one of three hurricanes to slam the state this year.
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Angela Olivia Guillory waits in line to buy ice at a grocery store in Houston on July 8 in the wake of 

Hurricane Beryl. Five hurricanes struck the Lower 48 this year.
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A school photo of Bruce Dockery, seen Oct. 23 in Swannanoa, 

North Carolina, which was hammered by Hurricane Helene. 

A clear link exists 

between La Niña and 

hurricanes. The sinking 

air in the Pacific is 

counteracted by rising 

air in the Atlantic. 

BY LISA BONOS

President-elect Donald Trump 
in a legal filing Friday asked the 
Supreme Court to delay a poten-
tial ban on Chinese-owned social 
media app TikTok due to take ef-
fect in January to allow time for 
him to negotiate a way to “save the 
platform.” 

Trump’s intervention follows 
his campaign promises to keep the 
popular social media app accessi-
ble to its more than 170 million 
U.S. users if he won. His brief was 
filed as a friend-of-the-court, not 
siding with either party to the 
case.

The Washington Post previous-
ly reported that advisers to the 
president-elect expected him to 
intervene on TikTok’s behalf if 
necessary, despite Trump previ-
ously attempting to ban TikTok 
himself, citing national security 
concerns about its Chinese owner-
ship. President Joe Biden rescind-
ed that order when he entered the 
White House in 2021.

Steven Cheung, the president 
elect’s communications director, 
said in a statement Friday that 
Trump sought to delay the im-
pending ban to allow him “the 
opportunity to resolve the issue in 
a way that saves TikTok and pre-
serves American national security 
once he resumes office as Presi-
dent of the United States on Janu-
ary 20, 2025.” Trump suggested at 
a rally in Arizona Sunday that his 
recent popularity on TikTok had 
encouraged him to consider at-
tempting to push back on the ban 
threatening the app. “We had bil-
lions of views, billions and billions 
of views,” he said. “They brought 
me a chart, and it was a record, 
and it was so beautiful to see. And 
as I looked at it, I said, ‘Maybe we 
got to keep this sucker around a 
little while.’” TikTok became a key 
part of Trump’s online campaign 
this year, with his account featur-
ing celebrity cameos and unscript-
ed behind-the-scenes moments 
with the candidate.

The app is particularly popular 
with younger adults, the Pew Re-
search Center found in a 2024 
survey, with 59 percent of adults 
under 30 saying they use the app. 
Only 32 percent of U.S. adults sup-
port a government ban on TikTok, 
Pew found in a separate survey 
this year, down from 50 percent in 
March 2023. TikTok did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

TikTok’s owner, ByteDance, fac-
es a Jan. 19 deadline to divest the 
platform to a company based out-
side China or see the app banned 
in the United States under a law 
passed in April with strong bipar-
tisan support. Its backers said the 
platform could be used by China’s 
government to manipulate or col-
lect data from U.S. citizens.

Trump’s new stance on TikTok 
puts him at odds with senior Re-
publicans who supported that law, 
including Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (Kentucky) and 
Sen. Marco Rubio (Florida), 
Trump’s pick for secretary of state. 
“We must ban this potential spy-
ware before it is too late,” Rubio 
wrote in a 2022 op-ed in The Post.

The Supreme Court earlier this 
month agreed to take up TikTok’s 
challenge to the potential ban as 
unconstitutional after it was re-
jected by the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit. The social 
media app said that banning U.S. 
users from using the app violates 
their First Amendment rights.

Trump’s filing on Friday said 
that moving back the deadline 
would allow the incoming presi-
dent time to work through the 
“unprecedented” tensions the 
case presents between free-speech 
rights and foreign policy and na-
tional security concerns.

Although the filing said Trump 
“takes no position on the merits” 
of the dispute between TikTok and 
the U.S. government, it also sug-
gested he wanted the platform to 
continue serving U.S. users.

The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear oral arguments in the 
case Jan. 10.

Trump asks justices to 
delay TikTok ban so he 
can try to ‘save’ the app
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motto, given U.S. intervention in 
those countries during Wilson’s 
first term.

“When we’re talking about what 
is retrospectively looked at as isola-
tionism, we’re really talking about 
staying out of European wars while 
then doing war and effectively an-
nexation everywhere else,” Katz 
said. “In a lot of ways it’s not that 
different.”

Although many of Trump’s allies 
brush off Trump’s threats as part of 
his normal negotiating playbook, 
some in his orbit have real con-
cerns about whether he will cross 
the line from harsh rhetoric and 
economic warfare to military inter-
vention. Trump has threatened a 25 
percent tariff on mexican imports 
to stop the flow of illegal drugs, and 
privately discussed the idea of fir-
ing missiles into mexico to try to 
take out cartels. Instead of ruling 
out the idea, which mexican offi-
cials have warned would destroy 
all security cooperation between 
the two countries, several republi-
can presidential candidates during 
the 2024 GoP primary indicated 
support for using military force to 
stop fentanyl trafficking.

A conservative foreign policy ad-
viser with insight into the presi-
dent-elect’s transition process said 
that while he believed that Trump’s 
position was “mostly posturing,” 
that the unanimous agreement 
during the republican primary to 
make war on the cartels was trou-
bling and a “hazardous approach.”

“Given the fact that this has al-
ready been through the ideas ma-
chine and spit out the other end, 
articulated by everybody from 
[Vivek] ramaswamy and [ron] 
DeSantis, as something they are all 
willing to do Day 1, it makes me a 
little more concerned,” said the for-
eign policy adviser, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to be 
more candid.

Trump’s early appointments of 
Latin American experts to high-
ranking positions could signal his 
intent to focus on the Western 
Hemisphere. Trump tapped Sen. 
marco rubio (r-florida), a foreign 
policy hawk, for secretary of state; 
Christopher Landau, his first-term 
ambassador to mexico, for deputy 
secretary of state; and mauricio 
Claver-Carone, who served as dep-
uty assistant to the president and 
senior director for Western Hemi-
sphere affairs at the National Secu-
rity Council under Trump and is 
known for his hard-line policy pref-
erences, as special envoy to Latin 
America.

Some of Trump’s picks, such as 
rubio and rep. michael Waltz (r-
florida), who has been tapped to 
serve as Trump’s national security 
adviser, would not be out of place in 
any republican presidential ad-
ministration. But other Trump 
choices, such as Claver-Carone and 
richard Grenell, whom Trump 
named as presidential envoy for 
special missions, are more contro-
versial figures, even within con-
servative circles, the conservative 
foreign policy adviser said.

“You have a cast of characters 
that runs the gamut on what sort of 
advice they’ll be proffering,” the 
conservative foreign policy adviser 
added. “Trump goes beyond ‘Team 
of rivals,’ to welcoming the thun-
der dome in some ways. … A lot of 
this seems paradoxical by design.”

woman Anna Kelly said in a state-
ment. “When he officially takes 
office, foreign nations will think 
twice before ripping off our coun-
try, America will be respected 
again, and the whole world will be 
safer.”

An overarching mission of coun-
tering russia and China is the com-
mon thread tying together Trump’s 
comments about Canada, mexico, 
Greenland and Panama, a Trump 
transition official argued. Trump 
himself has not explicitly made 
that argument.

“This isn’t just slapdash, there’s 
a coherent connective tissue to all 
of this,” said the official, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly. 
“Trump knows what levers to pull 
and what guardrails there are, and 
he’s in a position of power to utilize 
those levers.”

Earlier this month, Canadian of-
ficials announced a plan to in-
crease spending on border security 
and use canine teams and artificial 
intelligence to intercept illegal 
drugs. The transition team has 
pointed to that announcement as 
an early indication of the success of 
Trump’s strategy.

Not everyone is convinced. for-
mer rep. Carlos Curbelo (r-flori-
da) told mSNBC this week that 
Trump’s messages could “deterio-
rate” relationships between the 
United States and other countries, 
which could make it more difficult 
to build international alliances in 
the future. “These kinds of insults 
could provoke them into a confron-
tation with the United States,” Cur-
belo said, noting it’s unlikely that it 
would be a military conflict. “There 
is a risk here even if it is a negotiat-
ing tactic.”

Trump’s focus on the Western 
Hemisphere, as opposed to russia 
and China directly, indicates that 
he is “less convinced we can deter-
mine national security outcomes in 
other theaters of the world,” where 
the U.S. has less influence, accord-
ing to ryan Berg, the director of the 
Americas Program and head of the 
future of Venezuela Initiative at 
the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, a nonpartisan 
Washington-based nonprofit 
group that specializes in national 
security issues.

on Sunday, while announcing 
Ken Howery, a co-founder of 
 PayPal and former U.S. ambassa-
dor to Sweden, as his pick for am-
bassador to Denmark, Trump em-
phasized his desire to take owner-
ship of Greenland, the semiautono-
mous Danish territory where the 
United States maintains its north-
ernmost air base.

“for purposes of National Secu-
rity and freedom throughout the 
World, the United States of Ameri-
ca feels that the ownership and 
control of Greenland is an absolute 
necessity,” Trump wrote on his so-
cial media network, Truth Social.

Trump has actively pursued the 
idea of buying Greenland since at 
least 2019, when the then-presi-
dent pushed his top aides to look 
into the process of acquiring the 
world’s largest island, whether 
buying it would be legal and where 
money to purchase the vast, icy 
landmass might come from. The 
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Trump’s focus on the Panama 
Canal is ironic because the pas-
sageway historically was the focal 
point of a shift in U.S. policy away 
from territorial expansionism 
toward a more “informal empire,” 
said Jonathan Katz, a foreign corre-
spondent and author of “Gangsters 
of Capitalism,” a biography of 
Smedley Butler, a decorated ma-
rine and veteran of America’s for-
eign wars in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries.

“It’s really in Panama where 
America makes this turn to ‘we’re 
not going to formally colonize this 
place, but we’re going to create a de 
facto colony and control the strip in 
the middle,’ ” Katz said.

Trump’s expansionist visions 
may appear to contradict the anti-
interventionist promises he made 
on the campaign trail, as he argued 
the United States should limit 
spending to defend Ukraine and 
bashed the North Atlantic Treaty 
organization. But his positions 
echo the early foreign policy of 
Woodrow Wilson, one of the first 
politicians to run on the catch-
phrase “America first.”

Wilson is largely remembered 
for his efforts to advance interna-
tional order through the creation 
of the League of Nations. But he ran 
for office on the slogan, “He kept us 
out of war,” as he vowed to keep the 
United States out of World War I. 
Katz noted that the people of Haiti, 
the Dominican republic and mexi-
co would have disagreed with that 

topic, according to feeley.
“The tiger doesn’t change its 

stripes. He’s got history with these 
ideas — these are not coming out of 
nowhere,” feeley said. “And Donald 
Trump thrives on chaos. He loves to 
be the agent of chaos. He feels that 
this kind of disruptive approach to 
international affairs makes him 
and the United States strong.”

“It’s very much the richard m. 
Nixon uncontrollable madman 
theory,” feeley continued, refer-
ring to the Nixon administration’s 
strategy of cultivating an image of a 
volatile and unpredictable presi-
dent to intimidate and destabilize 
adversaries.

Trump’s expansionist rhetoric 
harks back to a time when a state’s 
power was defined by the land it 
controlled, rather than the more 
diffuse forms of influence — mili-
tary, economic, cultural and diplo-
matic — that U.S. presidents have 
pursued since the conclusion of 
World War II, said Daniel Immer-
wahr, a Northwestern University 
history professor and author of 
“How to Hide an Empire,” a history 
of American imperialism.

“None of this would have sound-
ed weird in the 19th century,” 
 Immerwahr said, adding that 
Trump has embraced a more force-
ful approach to U.S. diplomacy, ap-
pearing to lack the patience for the 
“sinuous blend of cooperation and 
consent” that has defined U.S. di-
plomacy for much of the last cen-
tury.

States with high shipping rates and 
allowing Chinese soldiers to oper-
ate the waterway — claims that 
mulino denied.

“There are no Chinese soldiers 
in the canal, for the love of God,” 
mulino said during a briefing last 
week, addressing Trump’s post di-
rectly. “It’s nonsense. There is not a 
single Chinese soldier in the canal.”

But Berg said there is some va-
lidity to the idea that China’s 
 global-port influence — including 
on both sides of the Panama Canal 
— is expanding.

“There is worry about Chinese 
influence of the canal and the reli-
ability of U.S. operations,” Berg 
said. “It could be one of the main 
routes to deploy U.S. naval vessels 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific in a 
contingency situation where we 
have national security interests — 
such as Taiwan.”

Trump’s obsession with the 
 Panama Canal is long-standing, ac-
cording to John feeley, who served 
as Trump’s ambassador to Panama. 
Trump felt that President Jimmy 
Carter made a “historic mistake” 
by signing two treaties that relin-
quished American control over the 
canal, feeley said — an echo of 
ronald reagan’s position that the 
U.S. was the “rightful owner” of the 
canal. When Trump raised the mat-
ter during his first meeting with 
then-president Juan Carlos Varela 
in 2017, Varela responded with a 
non sequitur about Syria, manag-
ing to avoid an escalation of the 

idea came from an old friend of 
Trump, ronald Lauder, an heir to 
the Estée Lauder cosmetics for-
tune, who pitched him on the plan 
at the outset of his first term.

Although it sounds “a bit hilari-
ous,” the island’s strategic impor-
tance has been a long-standing is-
sue in U.S. foreign policy, and 
Trump’s announcement was “not 
unexpected” based on his past po-
sitions, said a former Danish diplo-
mat who dealt with the issue dur-
ing the first Trump administration, 
speaking on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss a sensitive inter-
national issue. mike Pompeo, 
Trump’s second secretary of state, 
visited the region in June 2020 
shortly after the U.S. reopened its 
first consulate in Nuuk, Greenland, 
for the first time since 1953. 
Pompeo highlighted America’s 
presence in the Arctic, and took 
aim at Chinese and russian efforts 
to gain a foothold in the resource-
rich island.

“Something is probably going to 
happen with Greenland over the 
next 10 to 15 years,” the former 
diplomat added. “They might go 
independent which is why the U.S. 
is hedging for all futures. They are 
moving in the direction that the 
U.S. sees as a part of its zone of 
influence.”

In a separate series of social 
media posts last weekend, Trump 
escalated his threats to retake con-
trol of the Panama Canal, accusing 
Panama of “ripping off” the United 

Trump advisers say his braggadocio 
has a larger strategic purpose
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TOP: Employees of the Panama Canal at Lake Gatun, near Colón, Panama. President-elect Donald Trump has talked about 
bringing the waterway back under U.S. control. ABOVE:  Trump has mused about taking over Greenland from Denmark.
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BY ANDREW JEONG

Someone in California is hold-
ing the winning ticket for the esti-
mated $1.22 billion jackpot in the 
Mega Millions lottery.

Mega Millions said that the 
winning numbers of the Friday 
night drawing were 3, 7, 37, 49 and 
55, and the Mega Ball was 6. A 
spokesman for Mega Millions said 
the winner won’t be known until 
that person comes forward.

The winner can accept the prize 
in a single cash lump sum worth 
roughly $550 million — the most 
common choice, a Mega Millions 
spokesman said — or defer most of 
the winnings by taking the money 
in annuities spread across three 
decades.

Winners of the two most recent 
jackpots worth more than $1 bil-
lion have opted for the cash lump 
sum option, including the recipi-
ent of the biggest-ever Mega Mil-

lions jackpot, an individual in 
Florida who won $1.6 billion in 
August 2023.

Last week’s jackpot swelled to 
more than $1 billion after 30 draw-
ings since the last jackpot — 
$810 million in September — 
passed without a winner. A lottery 
player must hold a ticket match-
ing all five winning numbers and 
the Mega Ball number to become 
the jackpot’s winner.

The Mega Millions lottery is 
sold in 45 states, D.C. and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The odds of win-
ning any prize — including lower-
tier prizes that range between $2 
and $1 million — are 1 in 24. The 
odds of winning the jackpot are 1 
in 302,575,350, according to Mega 
Millions.

Someone in California 
has won $1.22 billion 
Mega Millions jackpot

FrederIc J. Brown/aFP/getty ImagesPeople wait in line to purchase 

Mega Millions lottery tickets in 

Hawthorne, California.

BY ANDREW JEONG

The winner of Friday’s Mega 
Millions lottery drawing will re-
ceive an estimated $1.22 billion — 
the fifth-biggest jackpot in the 
game’s history — but only if they 
forgo the immediate lump-sum 
payment and choose the annuity.

Most winners go for the im-
mediate payout — in Friday’s 
drawing worth $549.7 million — 
but experts say they could be 
making a mistake.

When a winner accepts the 
annuities plan, the prize is spread 
out in payments across three dec-
ades, with each annual payment 
increasing by about 5 percent to 
protect against inflation. Both 
options are subject to income 
taxes — although some states 
such as California exempt lottery 
earnings. The annuity option 
spreads out the tax burden in 
addition to the payments.

Annuities generally pay out a 
larger sum in the long run and 
shield winners from the tempta-
tion of spending lavishly and go-
ing broke, personal finance ex-
perts say. Lottery operators fund 
the annual payouts by investing 
the money in secure government 
bonds that pay lower interest 
than stocks or funds but are con-
sidered ultrasafe.

“In addition to being a relative-
ly safe investment, the annuity 
gives the winner time to adjust to 
dramatically new financial cir-
cumstances,” said Terrance Ode-
an, a finance professor at the 
University of California at Berke-
ley’s Haas School of Business — 
and learn from any initial mis-
takes they make.

Michael Finke, a professor of 
wealth management at the Amer-
ican College of Financial Services, 
said annuities and structured set-
tlements are for “anyone who 
might otherwise be vulnerable to 
prematurely spending down sav-
ings because of either a lack of 
patience or financial sophistica-
tion.”

Finke pointed to how current 
and former professional baseball 
players including Bobby Bonilla, 
Ken Griffey Jr. and Shohei Ohtani 
have opted to receive their mil-
lions in annuities, protecting 
them against the possibility of 
indulging in their riches too 
quickly.

Research has shown some pro 
athletes who made millions went 
bankrupt soon after retiring. A 
2015 study published by the Na-

tional Bureau of Economic Re-
search showed that 15.7 percent of 
retired NFL players had gone 
bankrupt within 12 years of re-
tirement.

There is little evidence, howev-
er, that shows lottery winners 
tend to go bankrupt. One 2020 
study by researchers in Sweden 
and the United States said “lot-
tery wealth dissipates slowly” and 
was “robustly detectable for well 
over a decade” after the lottery 
win. In 2018, the National Endow-
ment for Financial Education 
said that it had no data to back 
the frequently mentioned statis-
tic that says around 70 percent of 
lottery winners end up bankrupt 
in just a few years.

Although annuities are gener-
ally the wiser option, experts not-
ed some exceptions.

Javier Estrada, a professor of 
finance at the IESE Business 
School in Barcelona, said lottery 
winners should take into account 
their age when deciding whether 
to accept their jackpot in annui-
ties. “All else equal, the older the 
person, the less convenient the 
annuity,” he said in an email.

Mega Millions winnings can be 
passed on to beneficiaries in case 
of death. But annuities may com-
plicate that transfer of wealth, 
Estrada said.

For recipients of inheritances 
or legal settlements, Estrada ad-
vised that if the recipient is a 
retiree with their future financial 
needs covered, they should take 
the money in a cash lump sum, 
because that would enable the 
person to “do some things on the 
‘would be nice if I can afford it’ 
list.”

Annuity.org, a website that 
connects potential buyers of an-
nuities to sellers, said lump-sum 
cash options are better tailored to 
those who are prudent investors 
and can generally repress impuls-
es to overspend. Annuities — de-
spite the stability — are inflexible 
and could interfere with access-
ing cash in emergencies.

Any winner of a big lottery 
jackpot should consult a licensed 
professional, said Yuval Dan Bar-
Or, a professor at Johns Hopkins 
University’s Carey Business 
School. That might include a law-
yer, accountant or financial advis-
er.

At the end, there’s no right or 
wrong answer, he said. “The good 
news is that, with very large jack-
pots, either choice yields huge, 
life-changing windfalls,” he said.

Winners may be better 
o≠ taking annuity over 
lump sum, experts say
Most people go for the immediate payout, but 

installments may help curb impulsive spending

FrederIc J. Brown/aFP/getty Images

A person fills out a Mega Millions ticket in Hawthorne, California, 

on Friday. The jackpot was the fifth-biggest in the game’s history. 
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since spring in the Houston area
has prompted much soul-search-
ing.

In June, a baby boy was left
next to a clothing donation bin
on the city’s southeast side and a
baby girl in some bushes in Katy,
a western suburb. Both were
saved.

By August, two other babies
had been found: in an industrial
ditch in north Houston and in a
trash truck’s compactor in a far
northwest neighborhood. Both
were dead.

“There apparently has been …
a little bit of an epidemic on
this,” a Harris County sheriff ’s
official noted during a media
briefing near the ditch where the
infant girl’s partially clothed
body was discovered in August
by a landscaping crew.

Statewide, according to the
Texas Department of family and
Protective Services, at least 18
babies have been abandoned this
year. The latest occurred just
before Christmas at a
Whataburger in San Antonio. A
decade ago, the number was
seven.

Whether there’s a pattern or
common link in these tragedies
is not clear. But they’re happen-
ing in a state with one of the
nation’s most restrictive abor-
tion bans — with no exceptions
for rape or incest — and one of
the highest birth rates.

Critics argue that’s no coinci-
dence. Texas is ranked next to
last for women’s health and
reproductive care, according to
the nonprofit Commonwealth
fund, which supports independ-
ent research on such issues. And
with legislators having repeated-
ly cut funding for that care, the
percentage of women without
health insurance is higher here
than in any other state. This
year, Gov. Greg Abbott (r) or-
dered Texas public hospitals to
track the cost of treating immi-
grants who are in the country
illegally, potentially deterring
women from seeking care for
fear of being turned over to
authorities.

“All of these intersectional
things could be leading to this,”
said Blake rocap, a lawyer with
the Sissy farenthold reproduc-
tive Justice Defense Project at
the University of Texas at Austin.
The chilling effect of the near-to-
tal abortion ban, he believes, is
compounded by “abysmal” ac-
cess to prenatal care, “particu-
larly for people without private
insurance, particularly for peo-
ple without immigration status.”

And for all the angst every
time a newborn is found, repub-
lican leaders who control state
government have long declined
to fund an awareness campaign
so that newmothers knowwhere
to turn should they decide that
they cannot keep their baby.

In his 21/2 years as a Houston
firefighter and paramedic, Pe-
quet has responded to several
abandoned baby calls. Each
child had been left in a dump-
ster. None survived.

He expected another grim
outcome as he knelt on the
ground that July afternoon in
the apartment complex parking
lot, a scene filmed by a resident
on a cellphone.

The dark-haired newborn was
still covered in the waxy sub-
stance that had protected him in
the womb, and his umbilical
cord was still attached. Pequet
gently lifted him out of the trash
bag and swaddled him in a small
blanket another firefighter had
ready. The moment felt intense.
Pequet wondered whether the
woman responsible would ever
be located.

“We were probably the first
people to hold the baby with any
kind of good intentions,” he said
later.

The infant, whom officials
named Gabriel after the archan-
gel protector of children, would
live.

TexAs froM A1

G
abriel’s mother, a Guate-
malanmigrant teen named
Everilda Cux-Ajtzalam,

was arrested a few days after his
rescue.

How that came to be widened
the circle of those affected by his
abandonment — from first re-
sponders like 25-year-old Pequet
and neighbors like faustina Sala-
zar to investigators and prosecu-
tors, including Assistant District
Attorney Steven Belt, who initial-
ly handled the case against Cux-
Ajtzalam as shewas chargedwith
felony child abandonment.

As it turned out, the baby’s
delivery and the immediate after-
math were captured by a parking
lot security camera. While the
prosecutor declined to share the
video, citing the ongoing case, he
described what’s on it:

Cux-Ajtzalam first appears
coming out of a taco truck parked
in front of the brick apartment
complex.

“Traffic’s going by,” Belt says.
“At one point, you can see people
walking by.”

The food truck, which Cux-Ajt-
zalam was running solo for the
owner, blocks any street view as
she kneels and gives birth next to
the vehicle. “It was amazing no
one heard her screams,” he says,
before reconsidering since the
video has no sound. “Maybe she
wasn’t screaming.”

Cux-Ajtzalam then takes trash
bags to pick up the newborn
without ever touching him. “She
doesn’t even look at the child
while it’s laying on the ground.
Literally scoops it,” Belt says. She
pours water from a jug onto the
parking lot, washing away the
afterbirth. Then she picks up the
bags, places them in a small trash
can and “goes to the dumpster
and drops it there.”

Salazar came by on her way
back from taking her wash to the
community laundry room. “I
walked about 10 steps when I
heard the baby,” she recounted
recently in Spanish. She saw
Cux-Ajtzalam, whom she didn’t
know, standing in front of the
dumpster and asked if she heard
the crying.

Yes, the young woman replied,
without seeming alarmed. Sala-
zar began to panic — “Where is
it? Maybe it’s in the trash!” she
remembers saying — and told
Cux-Ajtzalam to get the com-
plex’s manager. When she in-
stead walked away, Salazar called
her son in her apartment. He
phoned 911 and rushed out to
help.

They were the first to see the
baby, Salazar untying the bag so
he could breathe: “He put his
hand out, like ‘thanks.’ I will
never forget it.” The 72-year-old
house cleaner would become a
critical link for police, whom
body-camera footage shows get-
ting to the scene moments later.
After an ambulance left with the
newborn, Salazar told a detective
about the young woman she had
seen at the dumpster.

Gabriel soon was placed with
local foster parents. The prosecu-
tor went to visit him, and he
marveled at his tiny head, the
soft spot where his skull was still
forming, his hands with “the
longest little fingers” that always
seemed to work their way out of
his wrap.

The couple gave Belt a photo
that he keeps on his desk at work:
Gabriel in a yellow-striped one-
sie, hair a fluffy black helmet,
mouth a tiny pink bow. His foster
parents captioned it, “Treasured
beyond measure.”

P
olice have identified a par-
ent in four of the six aban-
doned-baby cases in the

Houston area this year, though
only one other individual has
been charged as of mid-Decem-
ber. In the other cases, one autop-
sy was inconclusive and the sec-
ond remained pending, so au-
thorities still didn’t know wheth-
er either child was born alive.

No matter the circumstances,

desperation is a common thread.
The 28-year-old woman who

gave birth next to the clothing
donation bin in late June had
been living at a homeless camp
around the corner, a witness
said; court records show a
lengthy criminal record that in-
cludes arrests for assault, prosti-
tution and drug possession.

And the 22-year-old woman
whose newborn ended up in the
garbage truck’s compactor told
investigators she had passed out
while showering, then awakened
to find she had delivered. When
she realized the infant was dead,
she said, she panicked and put
the body in the trash. A trash
crew making its rounds through
a neighborhood discovered the
body.

“At first, the sanitation guy
thought it was a doll. He goes
over and touches it and realizes it
was a real baby,” said Lt. Mike
Santos, a veteran sheriff ’s homi-
cide investigator. “When we got
there, it’s still in the trash truck.
It was horrible.”

Even with a record $32.7 bil-
lion budget surplus, state law-
makers here have not committed
any money to raise awareness in
hopes of preventing babies from
being abandoned. Instead,
they’ve allocated $165 million
this fiscal year to programs offer-
ing alternatives to abortion, in-
cluding crisis pregnancy centers
that claim to provide women
unbiased guidance but have been
accused of deceptive practices.
The appropriation included at
least $2 million for an initiative
promoting adoption, with target-
ed messages that detractors con-
sider misleading.

The South Texas republican
who authored the safe haven law

doesn’t take issue with those
decisions. “The problem is, if you
do state funding, then you’re tied
to it,” rep. Geanie Morrison ex-
plained recently when asked
about an awareness campaign.
“Better to have it be a local issue.”

By contrast, Nebraska recently
updated its safe haven law to add
a hotline and $75,000 for educa-
tional measures this year and
next. Virginia has allocated
$50,000 annually since 2022 for
a safe haven website, billboards,
public service announcements, a
bilingual state hotline and a
training program for providers.
Illinois requires public schools to
teach students about its safe
haven law and provides free
curriculum, posters and bro-
chures.

Leah Kipley, assistant director
of the National Safe Haven Alli-
ance, met with Texas legislators
last year to advocate for an
awareness campaign like ones
she said helped reduce abandon-
ments in other states. The Arizo-
na-based nonprofit reached out
again after the recent spike in
Houston-area cases.

“We’re all just reeling at the
tragedies in Houston and hoping
we can make some meaningful
changes to prevent this,” Kipley
said. “It just shows you the lack of
awareness in vulnerable commu-
nities, like the undocumented.
This is a law that we have that
protects human life, and this
needs to be shared. If it’s not
shared, how will they know
there’s help?”

Last year, Texas joined several
other states passing laws that
allow communities to install Safe
Haven Baby Boxes. The climate-
controlled, padded drawers are
installed in fire stations’ exterior

No state funding
to raise awareness
of safe haven law
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“At first, the sanitation guy thought it

was a doll. He goes over and touches it

and realizes it was a real baby.

When we got there, it’s still in the

trash truck. It was horrible.”
Lt. Mike Santos, veteran sheriff’s homicide investigator

“This is a law that we have that

protects human life, and this needs to

be shared. If it’s not shared, how will

they know there’s help?”
Leah Kipley, National Safe Haven Alliance assistant director

Pregnancy and birth in Texas

How Texas compares to other states on key health measures.

BIRTHS: Texas ranks 5th highest for births, 8th highest for teen births and

12th highest for preterm births.
TEXAS U.S.

birth rate

(per 1,000 women, ages 15-44)
61.9 56.0

Teen birth rate

(per 1,000 teens, ages 15-19)
20.4 13.6

Preterm births

(less than 37 weeks)

as percentage of all births

11.3 10.4

MORTALITY: Texas ranks 29th worst for infant mortality and 13th worst for

maternal mortality.
TEXAS U.S.

Maternal mortality rate

(per 100,000 live births)
28.2 23.2

infant mortality rate (less than

1 year, per 1,000 live births)
5.7 5.6

HEALTH COVERAGE: Texas has the highest percentage of uninsured

women in the nation.
TEXAS U.S.

Percentage of women without

health insurance (ages 19-64)
22.0 10.0

Data from 2018-2022 for maternal mortality. Data from 2022 for all other measures. Sources: u.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, kff
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(The man denied wrongdoing 
during an interview with The 
Post. He has not been charged.)

As for seeking care, Cux-Ajt-
zalam didn’t think she could 
chance it. She said she had heard 
about Texas officials deporting 
undocumented immigrants: “I 
was afraid to go to a clinic.”

She had no idea what she 
would do when she went into 
labor, much less after the baby 
was born. She knew nothing 
about a safe haven law.

“It’s not the baby’s fault,” she 
said.

Houston attorney Fitzgerald 
Eze, whom Cux-Ajtzalam’s boy-
friend hired this fall to represent 
her, said prosecutors appeared 
open to hearing details of her 
story “that contextualize this 
event and help to counter the 
tendency to see Everilda as a 
heartless monster.”

He has met with her several 
times at the jail, where he said 
she “often struggles to remember 
the details of the traumatic event 
that led to her arrest.” According 
to Eze, there is evidence she was 
unaware the baby was alive at 
birth. He would not address pros-
ecutors’ account of the apart-
ment complex security video.

“She wants to be in [his] life,” 
Eze said. “She’s a first-time moth-
er and, notwithstanding the cir-
cumstances that led to her preg-
nancy and subsequent arrest, 
Everilda loves her son.”

Justice here would be forgive-
ness, the lawyer believes — and a 
reunion. His client has now 
named her son Nathaniel. “I 
don’t want them to be apart too 
long,” he said.

His client remains jailed as her 
case progresses. Her next court 
hearing is scheduled for late Janu-
ary; she has not yet entered a plea. 
If convicted, she could face up to 
20 years in prison.

Maybe that will be doing right 
by baby Gabriel, the prosecutor 
thinks. He wishes Texas would 
expand health care for women, 
especially the most vulnerable. 
But that’s beyond his control. In a 
state where policies ban, exclude 
and threaten, Belt admits he is 
far from sure about what he can 
do to keep the next troubled 
young woman from abandoning 
her newborn.

“There’s got to be a better way,” 
he said. “It cannot be so callous 
as putting a baby in a trash bag. It 
just can’t.”

left the church because of its 
views on LGBTQ rights. During 
the first Trump administration, 
he spent a year as a federal 
prosecutor on the Texas border, 
prosecuting migrants separated 
from their children.

The experience was so harrow-
ing, he almost quit. Instead, he 
returned to Houston and began 
focusing on child abuse. In pur-
suing a case against Gabriel’s 
mother, he first sympathized 
with her desperate circum-
stances, then decided that she 
had to be held accountable.

“I cannot sit here as a prosecu-
tor in my community and not try 
to do something to deter this from 
happening,” Belt said this past 
fall. “It’s hard to know if our 
actions have an effect. But I’ll be 
damned if I can’t stop people from 
disregarding the life of a child.”

Salazar, the neighbor who first 
heard Gabriel’s cries by the 
dumpster, has a different per-
spective. Decades ago, she 
crossed into Texas from Mexico. 
She understands what it’s like to 
live in fear of authorities.

Not that she excuses Cux-Ajt-
zalam’s actions. “She lacked in-
formation,” Salazar speculates. 
“She didn’t know what to do.”

Behind a glass partition at the 
county jail, legs shackled, dark 
hair pulled back into a ponytail, 
the person at the center of all this 
looked far younger than her 18 
years. During two conversations 
with The Washington Post in 
August and September, Cux-Ajt-
zalam talked about her life before 
and after she came to the United 
States.

The before was growing up in 
the mountains of rural Guatema-
la, where her family spoke the 
Indigenous language Quiché, her 
father farmed, and she went to 
school only until she was 12. The 
after was once she followed an 
older brother to Houston, where 
she stayed with relatives, found 
the job in the taco truck and sent 
money home to her family.

Cux-Ajtzalam spoke in Span-
ish, saying she didn’t know Eng-
lish. There were other things she 
also said she didn’t know, having 
never had any sex education. It 
wasn’t until seven months after 
she claims a relative entered her 
room one night and raped her 
that she realized she was preg-
nant, she said.

“I never told anyone anything. 
I was ashamed,” she said, crying. 

divided about the boxes’ utility. 
Rep. Morrison said she opposes 
them because the people lobby-
ing hardest for them run the 
companies that stand to profit.

Two days after Lubbock 
blessed its baby box at Fire 
Station 9, a passerby found a 
newborn in a dumpster on the 
other side of the city.

F
or weeks after baby Gabriel 
was abandoned, the pros-
ecutor handling his moth-

er’s case would look at his photo 
and think, “I will make sure that 
child is safe and that justice is 
done.”

Yet it was hard to figure what 
justice required for Cux-Ajt-
zalam, who entered this country 
illegally and faces deportation 
after the resolution of the felony 
charge.

Belt is a military veteran and 
the father of five daughters and 
one son. He grew up Mormon but 

walls at a cost that can approach 
$20,000. They allow someone to 
leave a baby safely and anony-
mously, with a silent alarm alert-
ing first responders. This year, 
residents raised money to buy 
boxes in Abilene and Lubbock, 
communities in deep-red West 
Texas deemed by local ordinance 
to be “sanctuary cities for the 
unborn.”

Officials in The Woodlands, a 
wealthy suburb of Houston, 
planned to install a box before 
year’s end in response to what 
the township board director calls 
an “explosion of abandonments.” 
Shelley Sekula-Gibbs, an outspo-
ken opponent of abortion, be-
lieves the state should also fund a 
hotline and an awareness cam-
paign in English and Spanish.

“Women don’t know what to 
do,” she said. “We have to edu-
cate, to give them more choices, 
to give them a chance to provide 
a loving home for their child.”

Conservative lawmakers are 
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“Women don’t know what to do. 

We have to educate, to give them more 

choices, to give them a chance to 

provide a loving home for their child.”
Shelley Sekula-Gibbs, official in The Woodlands, Texas
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small. many of those missteps re-
sulted from his determination to 
restore the age-old rules of the 
American presidency after 
Trump’s term, a determination 
that many of his supporters, in 
retrospect, consider a politically 
fatal error.

Earlier this month, in a speech 
on his economic legacy, Biden ad-
mitted he was “stupid” for not put-
ting his own name on the pandem-
ic relief checks his administration 
sent out in 2021. Trump, by con-
trast, made a point of signing his 
own relief checks in 2020, and 
Biden suggested that Trump got 
more credit for the economic re-
covery because of it.

Biden acknowledged that he 
had “screwed up” in his June 27 
debate against Trump, as he strug-
gled to put together sentences and 
defend his policies as his rival held 
forth with a series of falsehoods 
and called him a criminal. (He does 
not regret participating in the de-
bate — just his performance that 
night).

He has also mused on changes in 
the media, arguing that he did not 
get enough credit for his accom-
plishments, especially on the econ-
omy. But in citing examples like 
richard m. Nixon’s 1960 debate 
against John f. Kennedy, Biden has 
suggested that, like Nixon, he has 
struggled to adjust to a new media 
landscape.

“We pick what news we want to 
hear — it’s a totally different deal,” 
Biden said in a podcast interview 
this month. “We’ve got to figure out 
how we deal with this significant 
technological change. If Nixon was 
more accustomed to television, he 
wouldn’t have perspired so much, 
and he would be president when 
he’d beat Kennedy. I know that 
sounds silly. But think of the chang-
es taking place. Where do you go? 
What is true? We have no evidence 
anymore. I’m not sure how that 
gets resolved.”

The president and his aides have 
acknowledged that they struggled 
to communicate about the admin-
istration’s efforts to lift the country 
out of the pandemic, frustrated 
that even as the United States fared 
better than other countries, Ameri-
cans did not feel those impacts 
psychologically.

In private, Biden has also said he 

Trump’s presidency seem like an 
aberration.

“He governed through tradi-
tional processes and institutions,” 
said Julian E. Zelizer, a presidential 
historian at Princeton University. 
“It didn’t change the picture of 
where he started, this anger in the 
electorate toward institutions, this 
support for a pretty radical con-
servative vision that Trump em-
bodied. It didn’t do anything to end 
the very intense polarization that 
exists in this country.”

Previous articles in this series 
examined the pillars of Biden’s 
leadership — how he absorbs infor-
mation, makes decisions and com-
municates with Americans. They 
showed that Biden, even at the 
peak of his power, struggled might-
ily to communicate his decisions 
and vision. This article, based on 
interviews with more than two 
dozen people close to Biden, re-
veals the ways in which his theory 
of how to succeed in an era of 
American politics dominated by 
Trump fell apart in the final phase 
of his presidency — and how he has 
been publicly and privately re-
thinking whether he should have 
handled some decisions different-
ly.

Even some of his closest advis-
ers, without faulting Biden, con-
ceded recently that his style of gov-
erning did not always mesh with 
today’s politics.

“The president has been operat-
ing on a time horizon measured in 
decades, while the political cycle is 
measured in four years,” Jake Sulli-
van, Biden’s national security ad-
viser, said in an interview.

Sullivan added that Biden’s ac-
complishments by their nature will 
take a long time to bear fruit. “How 
to govern at this moment to set the 
U.S. up for long-term success has 
one answer, and how to govern to 
deal with midterm and presiden-
tial elections in the very short term 
might have a different answer,” he 
said. “The president went with do-
ing the things that really put Amer-
ica in a strong position.”

As his presidency — and his 50-
year political career — wind down 
far faster than he wanted, Biden 
has taken to acknowledging some 
strategic mistakes, both big and 

Biden from A1

In his final act, Biden 
rethinks his decisions

illusTraTion by Chloe Cushman for The WashingTon PosT
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that Biden’s misguided view of the 
political landscape seeped through 
the Democratic Party.

Biden’s aides stress that the 
president spoke extensively about 
the economy, holding events 
around the country to tout “Bide-
nomics.” But in a sweeping prime-
time address at Philadelphia’s In-
dependence Hall and with increas-
ingly hard-hitting rhetoric — he 
said Trump’s movement repre-
sents “semi-fascism” and “threat-
ens the very foundation of our re-
public” — the president left little 
doubt about his core message.

Blumenthal, a Biden supporter, 
conceded that the president 
seemed to misjudge the political 
landscape in assessing his 
strengths.

“Being bound by a generational 
outlook or mindset or experience 
has to constrain anyone,” he said. 
“Even though people can be flexi-
ble and accommodate to new 
times, we are all a product of our 
growing-up years. Those years in-
clude, for him, being in the United 
States Senate for so many years, 
dealing with a generation where 
compromise was not only possible 
but valued and where people were 
open to agreement, seeking the 
common ground.”

The final chapter of Biden’s pres-
idency offers perhaps the sharpest 
challenge to his embrace of Ameri-
can tradition, as he grapples with 
the victory of a rival who revels in 
flouting it.

To show that he respects the 
peaceful transfer of power, Biden is 
welcoming Trump, who openly 
challenged that transition. Biden 
has repeatedly directed his aides to 
do all they can to help Trump as-
sume the presidency, after years of 
calling Trump unfit for high office.

When the president-elect visit-
ed the White House shortly after 
the election, Biden spent nearly 
two hours with him in the Oval 
Office, repeatedly waving off aides 
who told Biden he had other events 
scheduled, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to 
discuss a private conversation. In 
the prep session for that meeting, 
Biden pressed his aides on what 
other information Trump might 
need to succeed.

The ultimate farewell to Biden’s 
presidency, and perhaps to his way 
of politics, will take place on Jan. 
20, when Biden attends his succes-
sor’s inauguration, disregarding 
that Trump skipped Biden’s four 
years earlier.

That’s just his style.

cans’ daily lives. The midterms 
were the first national elections 
since the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the 
U.S. Capitol, and some Biden advis-
ers believed ignoring that sweep-
ing attack on democracy would 
make the president seem small.

Biden struggled with the deci-
sion. In August 2022, he invited a 
group of historians to the White 
House to discuss the rise of totali-
tarianism around the world and 
the threat to democracy at home.

Some of the scholars connected 
the current political moment with 
the turmoil of 1860, when America 
was coming apart ahead of the 
Civil War, and 1940, when isola-
tionism and bigotry proliferated in 
advance of America’s entry into 
World War II. The discussions were 
described by people familiar with 
the meeting, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity to discuss a 
private conversation.

With such momentous stakes, 
Biden settled on a midterm mes-
sage focused on the threat to de-
mocracy.

Not all Democrats were happy 
with that decision. White House 
aides remember sitting in the West 
Wing in the hours before Biden 
was to deliver a major speech on 
democracy and watching Faiz Sha-
kir, who had managed Bernie 
Sanders’s 2020 campaign, criticiz-
ing their message on NBC News. “I 
hope there are some people at the 
White House watching,” Shakir 
said. “You think about the address 
that he’s about to give tonight — I 
hope that they’re rewriting it and 
focusing on cost of living.”

They were not rewriting it.
“We must vote knowing what’s 

at stake is not just the policy of the 
moment, but institutions that have 
held us together as we have sought 
a more perfect union are also at 
stake,” Biden said in the speech six 
days before the midterms, speak-
ing from Union Station in Wash-
ington. “We must vote knowing 
who we have been, what we’re at 
risk of becoming.”

When Democrats outperformed 
expectations in the midterms, 
Biden and his aides felt vindicated. 
And he pressed the democracy 
message forward into 2024.

Shakir, in a recent interview, 
said he feels “even stronger now” 
that Biden — and then Harris — 
made a fatal mistake in not priori-
tizing voters’ everyday concerns 
about the economy. He pointed to 
Harris’s decision to deliver her 
campaign’s “closing argument” at 
the Ellipse, the site of Trump’s rally 
before the Jan. 6 attack, as evidence 

should have picked someone other 
than Merrick Garland as attorney 
general, complaining about the 
Justice Department’s slowness un-
der Garland in prosecuting Trump, 
and its aggressiveness in prosecu-
ting Biden’s son Hunter, according 
to people familiar with his com-
ments.

During the 2020 presidential 
transition, Biden’s attorney gener-
al selection pitted some of his clos-
est aides against each other. For-
mer senator Ted Kaufman (D-Dela-
ware) and Mark Gitenstein, both 
longtime friends of Biden, advocat-
ed for the president naming then-
Sen. Doug Jones (D-Alabama) as 
attorney general, arguing that as a 
politician, he would be better able 
to navigate the bitterly partisan 
moment.

But Ron Klain, Biden’s incoming 
chief of staff, pushed for Garland. 
He stressed that Garland — a feder-
al judge with a sterling reputation 
for independence and fairness — 
would show Americans that Biden 
was rebuilding a department badly 
shaken by Trump’s political at-
tacks.

Biden was persuaded, and some 
Democrats believe the decision 
had devastating results. Had the 
Justice Department moved faster 
to prosecute Trump for allegedly 
seeking to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion and mishandling classified 
documents, they say, the former 
president might have faced a politi-
cally damaging trial before the 
election. (Others blame the Su-
preme Court and a 
 Trump-appointed judge in Florida 
for repeatedly siding with the for-
mer president and delaying the 
cases; the Justice Department de-
clined to comment.)

The White House declined to 
make Biden available for an inter-
view for this series.

Biden’s aides, in praising his ten-
ure, often contend that history will 
remember him kindly, an assertion 
that provides little comfort to 
Democrats now staring at an addi-
tional four years of Trump. Some 
Biden allies point to a recent sur-
vey of historians that ranked Biden 
the 14th-best president in Ameri-
can history while putting Trump 
last. Yet it is Trump, not Biden, who 
is preparing for his second inaugu-
ration on Jan. 20.

“He accomplished a hell of a lot 
in a very difficult situation,” Kauf-
man said in an interview, noting 
that Biden pushed through several 
monumental bills at a time when 
the Senate was split 50-50 with 
Vice President Kamala Harris 

Substantively, few analysts deny 
Biden’s accomplishments. He mo-
bilized the government to vacci-
nate Americans against covid-19, 
bringing the country out of a dev-
astating pandemic. He avoided a 
recession that many economists 
had considered inevitable. He re-
built the transatlantic alliance, ral-
lying the world to help Ukraine 
battle Russia’s invasion.

On the morning after the elec-
tion, Biden gathered his closest 
aides in the Oval Office to assemble 
a message to the broader staff. He 
wanted to communicate that prog-
ress happens on a long arc, he said; 
during his 50-year career, he’d seen 
that on every issue from climate to 
civil rights.

In the end, his comments to the 
staff sought to emphasize that 
their accomplishments would ben-
efit America “for decades to come.”

But Biden’s critics fault him for 
failing to grasp that his record itself 
was not enough, that he needed to 
tell a story that would resonate in a 
tribal America. The president was 
so convinced that voters’ top prior-
ity was American democracy that 
he often made it his central cam-
paign message.

In the run-up to the 2022 mid-
term elections, for example, many 
Democrats urged Biden to focus on 
the economy, especially inflation, 
and on the threat to abortion rights 
— issues more central to Ameri-

Blumenthal (D-Connecticut) said. 
“I think his running again broke 
that concept — the conceptual un-
derpinning of the theory that he 
would end the Trump appeal, he 
would defeat Trumpism and en-
able a new era.”

In some ways, historians say, 
Biden’s presidency echoes that of 
George H.W. Bush, who modeled 
his presidency on Dwight D. Eisen-
hower and struggled to adapt to a 
political culture driven by media-
savvy figures like Rush Limbaugh, 
Pat Buchanan and Newt Gingrich. 
Bush’s Democratic challenger in 
1992, Bill Clinton, better grasped 
the cultural moment, playing saxo-
phone on late-night television, ap-
pearing on MTV and gracing the 
cover of People magazine.

Biden has often looked to Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt as a model, while 
governing in an age dominated by 
pop culture figures like podcast 
host Joe Rogan, tech billionaire 
Elon Musk and Trump himself.

“The job of a president is read-
ing where the country, where the 
politics is, and winning in it. And 
winning includes not having your 
party being defeated by the person 
you essentially promised to ex-
punge from American politics,” 
Zelizer said. “President Biden and 
his supporters often yearn for a 
world that disappeared. You can’t 
actually govern the way you did in 
the 1970s in 2021.”

breaking tie votes. “Coming in after 
Trump with a bad economy, he still 
pulled people together. He did all 
this on infrastructure, and all the 
stuff he did with a one-vote majori-
ty in the Senate. Joe Biden did it 
with one vote.”

Biden and some of his aides still 
believe he should have stayed in 
the race, despite the rocky debate 
performance and low poll num-
bers that prompted Democrats to 
pressure him to drop out. Biden 
and these aides have told people in 
recent days that he could have de-
feated Trump, according to people 
familiar with their comments, who 
spoke on the condition of anonym-
ity to describe private conversa-
tions. Aides say the president has 
been careful not to place blame on 
Harris or her campaign.

But many Democrats blame 
Harris’s loss on Biden’s insistence 
on staying in the race so long that 
by the time he withdrew, Harris 
had little more than three months 
to campaign. Others contend that 
Biden undermined his own mes-
sage by trying to hold onto the 
presidency rather than pave the 
way for a younger group of anti-
Trump Democrats who could take 
the country into the future.

“Biden ran on the promise that 
he was going to be a transitional 
president, and in effect, have one 
term before handing it off to an-
other generation,” Sen. Richard 

Craig hudson For the Washington Post

 President Joe Biden departs in Marine One from the White House on his way  to Florida and 
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The Paraguay-Paraná waterway connects five countries and serves as a transit route for goods. Every year. millions of tons of cargo move south on the waterway to Argentina before heading across the Atlantic.

Paraguay’s antidrug agency conducts an operation to inspect a suspicious shipment of chia seeds
destined for Poland. Since the pandemic, some of the largest drug busts in Europe have arrived on
containers that first traveled down the Paraguay-Paraná waterway.

BY SAMANTHA SCHMIDT,

JON GERBERG,

JÚLIA LEDUR

AND SEBASTIÁN LÓPEZ BRACH

It was envisioned to be theMis-
sissippi River of South America.

The Paraguay-Paraná water-
way runs about 2,100 miles, con-
nects at least 150 ports in five
countries and serves as the most
important commercial river route
on the continent. In 1992, the five
countries — Brazil, Bolivia, Para-
guay, Argentina and Uruguay —
agreed to establish the two natu-
ral rivers, whichmeet at the Para-
guay-Argentina border, as a tran-
sit route for goods, dredging them
to allow commercial traffic. Every
year, thousands of container
ships, bargesandothervesselsuse
the waterway’s brown, bustling
waters to carry millions of tons of
cargo south to Argentina and
from there across the Atlantic.

But thiscrucialarteryhasanew
function. It has become a primary
route for shipping record
amounts of cocaine to Europe.

Theexplosion in theglobal con-
tainer shipping business has al-
lowed drug traffickers to take ad-
vantage of a waterway that just
years ago would have seemed il-
logical — heading south, instead
of north, from airstrips in Bolivia
toports inParaguaytoArgentina’s
Río de la Plata estuary.

It now feeds Europe’s and the
world’s growing appetite for co-
caine. Since the pandemic, some
of the largestdrugbusts inEurope
have arrived on containers that
first traveled down this river. Co-
caine seizures linked to the Para-
guay-Paraná system shot up five-
fold between 2010 and 2021, ac-
cording to the U.N. Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

To take one example: Last year,
after departing Asunción, a ship
with more than 12 tons of cocaine
slipped undetected down the Par-
aguayRiver. One of its containers,
carrying black sesame seeds to
conceal the drugs, left the Para-
guayan capital in May 2023 and
traveled south to Uruguay, where
it was loaded onto a different ship
to Europe.

The drugs were found in the
port of Hamburg in early July. It
was the largest seizure outside
South America in all of 2023.

Nine days before the container
of sesame seeds was loaded in the
port inAsunción,Paraguayanoffi-
cials had thrown a parade to cel-
ebrate the arrival of five new scan-
ners, four of them donated by
Taiwan and made in the United
States. “With this powerful fleet of
high-tech equipment,” the coun-
try’s customs officials said in a
post. “Paraguay isno longera river
transit country for organized
crime.”

The massive seizure in Ham-
burg hit the Paraguayan govern-
ment like “a bucket of cold water,”
one government official said,

speaking on the condition of ano-
nymity because he was not au-
thorized to discuss the case. “It
was a huge embarrassment.”

High-end technology, officials
realized, was not a panacea.

“It’s the eternal game of cat and
mouse,” said Nicolás Benza, head
of UNODC’s container program
for theSouthernCone. “Theyhave
unlimited resources, while our re-
sources are limited.”

Anewcocaine transit hub
For generations, drug smug-

glers focused theirbusinesson the
American consumer, trafficking
cocaine from Colombia to Central
America and the United States.
The Brazilian port of Santos often
servedas analternativedeparture
point from South America. But
today, as the cocaine industry has
boomed and as security officials
havecrackeddownontraditional-

ly vulnerable ports, criminal
groups have carved out new
routes and newmarkets.

Paraguay became an appealing
transitpoint. It’soneof theworld’s
largest exportersof soybeans, beef
and organic sugar. A landlocked
country of less than 7million peo-
ple, it nowboasts the third-largest
barge fleet in the world, behind
only theUnited States and China.

Just thisyear,about78,000con-

tainers have left Paraguayanports
on theirway south toArgentinaor
Uruguay and across the Atlantic,
according to customs figures.

But the country’s law enforce-
ment was not built to combat
transnational organized crime.
Paraguay, unlike its neighbors,
has virtually no air radars. This
makes it easy for traffickers in
Bolivia to fly drugs — cocaine
produced in either Colombia,

Peru or Bolivia — onto illegal air-
strips in thenorthernpart ofPara-
guay, one of the most sparsely
inhabited areas on the continent.

From there, the drugs are taken
by truck to warehouses, where
they are concealed in containers
bound for the river.

“The evolution of organized
crime has been faster than the
evolution of the security forces,”
said Oscar Chamorro, head of

the takeover

Down a South American waterway flows a cocaine superhighway — to Europe

Trying to seize drugs on the waterway is

an “eternal game of cat and mouse.”
Nicolás Benza, head of UNODC’s container program for the Southern Cone
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seized more than 1.5 tons of co-
caine in a warehouse in Rosario.
The packages, which were found
inside bags of corn pellets, were
branded with the Louis Vuitton
logo and earmarked for Spain,
investigators said.

The warehouse — a nonde-
script garage— is located inoneof
the city’s most dangerous neigh-
borhoods, where local gangs bat-
tle for control and have helped
turn Rosario into Argentina’s
most violent city.

Thegovernmentof JavierMilei,
a radical libertarian and ally of
President-elect Donald Trump,
has directed a crackdown on the
gang control of Rosario’s streets
and prisons.

His government has deployed
resources to thearea, includingan
Israeli-made combat vessel to pa-
trol for drug traffickers operating
in the waters outside the city.

Farther downstream is Buenos
Aires, the Río de la Plata estuary
and the open ocean. After passing
through the channel, the ships
turn northeast — to Rotterdam in
the Netherlands, Antwerp and
Hamburg.

humming of the motor as he
turned the ship away from the
shore and began heading down-
stream.

Agateway to theAtlantic

The narrow river was lined by
marshes and farmland, sprinkled
with occasional horses and cows.
There were few lights. The follow-
ing day, one river flowed into an-
other — the Paraguay becoming
the Paraná — and the Josamo
reached Argentina.

The ship would pass by the
industrial city of Rosario, the
hometown of soccer great Lionel
Messi and the birthplace of Marx-
ist revolutionary Che Guevara.
The third-largest city in Argenti-
na, it also ranks among the top
agricultural ports in the world.

The river is deep enough in
Rosario for seagoing ships. Cargo
traveling from Paraguay must
transship here, or in other ports
farther south, before reaching the
ocean.

It has become a hub for moving
cocaine to places as far away as
Australia.

In August 2022, authorities

Hours later, as dawn ap-
proached, the captain announced
that they would be setting sail.

The Josamo left with 292 con-
tainers and 12 crew members.

The floor vibrated with the

tunnels and peered into cracks
between containers, searching for
hints of contraband. (The owner
of the ship allowed Post journal-
ists to travel partway down the
waterway on the Josamo.)

captain, as he always does, in-
structedoneof his crewmembers,
this time Hector Medina, 37, to do
a final round of checks through-
out the ship. Carrying a flashlight,
Medina crawled through dark

Paraguay’s coast guard.
Every container that leaves a

Paraguay port is now required to
pass through a scanner. But drug
traffickers are increasingly find-
ing their way around the technol-
ogy, investigators said, mixing co-
caine in liquids, powders and oth-
er materials to disguise the sub-
stance. In June, Paraguayan
authorities found more than four
tons of cocaine stashed inside
bags of sugar in a container in
Asunción, bound for Antwerp,
Belgium. It had passed through a
scanner undetected.

“We have our doors wide open,”
said Deny Yoon Pak, the prosecu-
tor overseeing the sesame case.
“How much cargo has been
shipped and we had no idea?”

Earlier this month, Paraguay’s
antidrug agency announced it
would be halting cooperation
with the United States, jeopardiz-
ing some of the most important
investigations into cocaine smug-
gling in the country. One of those
cases involves the search for Se-
bastián Marset, the fugitive drug
kingpin who hid as a professional
soccer player and is believed to
control much of the trafficking
down the Paraguay river. Some
former Paraguayan officials ar-
gued the move was an attempt to
protect top Paraguayan politi-
cians with ties to drug trafficking.

Following a story in The Wash-
ington Post that reported on the
planned end to cooperation, the
Paraguayan government reversed
its decision, saying it plans to
strengthen collaboration with the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration.

Aship departs after a final
search

Night fell over the port just
southofAsunción as a crane lifted
one container after another, slow-
ly lowering each one onto the
Josamo ship as it prepared to
depart.

“Not yet, not yet!” shouted one
of the crew members, wagging his
finger and waving for the crane
operator to keep going, then stop,
before the container landed
squarely in a spot below, with a
loud bang.

In just a few hours, the captain
and crew of the Josamo would
begin their journey south to Uru-
guay, carrying containers that
wouldbe reloadedonto largerves-
sels heading to Europe and
around the world.

The crew had never discovered
any cocaine on board. Still, the

Cocaine seized in Paraguay
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FROM TOP: After being loaded with cargo and thoroughly checked for contraband by a crew member,

the container ship Jasamo moves down the Paraguay River as it travels to Montevideo, Uruguay.

A small altar of virgins in the captain’s cabin of the Josamo.
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it by accident.
In late January, Ecuadorian 

military officers followed a lead 
about a cache of weapons and 
explosives hidden at a pig farm in 
Los ríos province. Instead, in an 
underground cellar, they found 
22,000 bricks of cocaine — 22 
tons in total, a haul valued at 
more than $660 million on the 
European market. The packages 
were labeled with airline logos: 
Iberia, KLm, Qatar, Jet2.

The cache belonged to an Alba-
nian criminal group, according to 
intelligence officials and Ecua-
dorian court records.

for an Ecuadorian govern-
ment that had nearly collapsed 
due to drug violence, it was hailed 
as a major blow to the country’s 
cocaine trade. It also confirmed 
Ecuador’s global role as a crucial 
transit point and logistical hub 
for the world’s most powerful 
drug traffickers.

Wedged between the cocaine-
producing countries of Colombia 
and Peru, Ecuador became an 
ideal location for traffickers, in-
vestigators said. It had limited 
coastal surveillance, fragile insti-
tutions that were corruptible, le-
nient visa policies allowing long-
term residence for foreigners, 
and a robust pool of local gangs 
eager to team up with European 
groups to transport drugs.

The country also boasted a 
thriving shipping industry. Ecua-
dor is the principal exporter of 
bananas to Europe, and a free-
trade agreement with the E.U. led 
banana exports to grow by 40 
percent since 2017, according to 
E.U. figures. The banana shipping 
business, making up more than 
two-thirds of exports leaving Ec-
uador, provided an ideal form of 
transit, investigators said.

In 2023, about half of the 
cocaine seized in containers in 
Ecuador before departure to Eu-
rope were hidden in banana ship-
ments, according to Ecuadorian 
authorities.

The January seizure at the pig 
farm also illustrated the Albanian 
trafficking model, intelligence of-
ficials said, with third-party asso-
ciates contracted for each link in 
the cocaine supply chain.

Colombian armed groups han-
dle the production and transport 
across the border, and Ecuador-
ian gangs take it from there. To 
move the 22 tons of cocaine, for 
instance, one gang, Los Lobos, 
transported the drugs to the un-
derground cellar, according to an 
intelligence official with knowl-
edge of the case. Another, Los 
Choneros, was tasked with guard-
ing the drugs, while a third, Los 
Lagartos, was supposed to smug-
gle the drugs into the port. final-
ly, Los Chone Killers, were to 
ensure that it left hidden on a 
designated container ship.

The escape artist

rexhepi arrived in Ecuador 
around 2011, part of a wave of 
Albanians, many of whom had 
deep ties to criminal groups in 
Europe, investigators said. Ecua-
dor was beginning to emerge as a 
transit hub in the cocaine trade, 
residency was relatively easy to 
acquire and there was little diffi-
culty for foreigners in acquiring 
property and setting up compa-
nies, Ecuadorian officials said.

rexhepi, who had multiple 
false identities, landed as a Greek 

In Ecuador, a country that does 
not produce cocaine, authorities 
seized more of the drug in 2023 
than the combined total seizures 
of Peru and Bolivia, the second- 
and third-largest production 
countries. This year, through 
mid-December, Ecuador seized 
251 tons of cocaine, up from 197 
last year. more than 81 tons were 
destined for Europe, compared 
with only about 18 that were 
intended for the United States 
and mexico.

for just one kilogram of co-
caine, worth $2,000 or so in 
Colombia, drug traffickers could 
earn $25,000 by smuggling it to 
the United States but at least 
$31,500 if it reached Europe, ac-
cording to U.N. and E.U. officials.

In 2022, for the sixth year in a 
row, E.U. states reported a record 
number of cocaine seizures, with 
Belgium, Spain and the Nether-
lands registering the most. Al-
most 70 percent of those drug 
seizures were from container 
ships that arrived from Latin 
America.

a crucial transit point

It was one of the world’s largest 
single cocaine seizures on record 
— and authorities stumbled upon 

lombia’s first leftist president and 
a fierce opponent of the U.S.-led 
“war on drugs,” has vowed to 
dismantle drug-trafficking net-
works but shifted its focus away 
from the eradication of coca 
crops. Analysts say this has only 
further fueled cultivation, and 
could draw harsh criticism from 
the incoming Trump administra-
tion.

The amount of land used to 
plant coca in Colombia grew by 10 
percent in 2023, but the produc-
tivity of that land exploded: Co-
caine production grew by 53 per-
cent, according to the UNoDC. As 
a result, these enclaves — making 
up 14 percent of Colombia’s terri-
tory with coca crops — produce 
about 40 percent of the country’s 
coca, according to the UNoDC. 
This has left other areas of the 
country struggling to sell their 
coca crops.

As Colombian criminal groups 
industrialized their systems, Eu-
ropean mafias offered the pros-
pect of new routes to avoid inten-
sified U.S. patrols along Colom-
bia’s coast. Cocaine started to 
move in ever bigger quantities 
through countries including Ec-
uador, Costa rica and Paraguay 
and onto ships bound for Europe.

fund its insurgency and secure 
territory.

When the guerrillas laid down 
their weapons, a proliferation of 
smaller armed groups, driven by 
profit rather than ideology, swept 
into coca-producing areas.

These drug traffickers “no lon-
ger have political interests,” said 
Leonardo Correa, the head of the 
UNoDC mission in Colombia. 
“What they want is to get the drug 
out as fast as possible, to make 
the most money possible.”

Instead of sourcing coca leaves 
from fields in the center of the 
country, Colombia’s cocaine pro-
ducers have created “enclaves” 
near the country’s borders and 
coasts, to more easily export the 
drug. These enclaves became a 
one-stop shop for a process that 
was previously dispersed — now, 
the cultivation, extraction and 
refining of the drug all happen in 
the same area before it is moved 
across nearby borders. Three of 
the four most productive en-
claves border Ecuador.

Producers have even improved 
the plant itself, creating remark-
ably productive hybrid crops that 
extract more alkaloid from the 
same quantity of leaves. The gov-
ernment of Gustavo Petro, Co-

ganized criminal networks cur-
rently operating in Europe, rob-
ert fay, the head of Europol’s drug 
unit, said in an interview.

“It’s not about how many peo-
ple you have,” said fatjona mejdi-
ni, an Albanian analyst with the 
Global Initiative Against Trans-
national organized Crime. “It’s 
about the right alliances you can 
form.”

from his prison cell in Ecua-
dor, rexhepi paved the way. He 
befriended leaders of Ecuador’s 
most powerful gang, Los Choner-
os, who were already working for 
mexico’s Sinaloa cartel, accord-
ing to one of the gang’s founding 
members, who, like some others 
interviewed for this article, spoke 
on the condition of anonymity 
because of security concerns.

That led to strategic partner-
ships with both South American 
traffickers and gang leaders 
across Europe. His goal was sim-
ple, investigators and analysts 
said: sell as much cocaine as 
possible with abundant profit for 
all parties to the deals.

“rexhepi is the pioneer,” mej-
dini said.

Soaring cocaine production

The explosion in cocaine pro-
duction can be traced back to the 
demobilization of Colombia’s 
largest leftist rebel group, the 
revolutionary Armed forces of 
Colombia (fArC). A historic 
peace deal with the country’s 
government in 2016 ended the 
longest-running civil conflict in 
the hemisphere, a conflict in 
which the United States played a 
critical role.

Since the start of the counter-
narcotics and security package 
known as Plan Colombia in 2000, 
the United States has sent about 
$14 billion in funding to Colom-
bia, at least 60 percent of it for the 
military and police. The plan 
focused in large part on combat-
ing the country’s cocaine produc-
tion and export, which the fArC 
controlled, using the proceeds to 

saying the future is synthetic 
drugs. … right now, it’s still 
cocaine.”

for decades, cocaine consum-
ers were primarily Americans, 
and interdiction was a U.S. gov-
ernment priority. But despite the 
tens of billions of dollars spent in 
the U.S. war on drugs in Latin 
America, the industry has not 
only grown, it has globalized, 
with new routes, new markets 
and new criminal enterprises.

Nearly every one of Latin 
America’s mainland nations has 
become a major producer or mov-
er of the drug, with Ecuador now 
one of the most important co-
caine transit points in the world. 
Demand is soaring in Europe, 
which rivals the United States as 
the world’s top cocaine destina-
tion. Cocaine seizures in E.U. 
countries grew fivefold between 
2011 and 2021, and exceeded 
those in the United States in 
2022. While the United States 
remains a huge market, cocaine 
use has declined by about 20 
percent since 2006, according to 
UNoDC.

Balkan, Italian, Turkish and 
russian criminal groups have all 
swept into Latin America for a 
piece of the action. few have 
managed to muscle their way into 
cocaine trafficking quite like Al-
banian criminal networks, inves-
tigators and analysts say.

“We know there’s not only one 
channel for cocaine,” said marco 
martino, a senior Italian police 
official in charge of coordinating 
counternarcotics operations. But 
“the Albanians,” he said, “are the 
best and the biggest.”

As cocaine production was ex-
ploding, investigators said, Alba-
nian criminal networks rode the 
opportunity it presented. They 
were critical to getting the drug to 
Europe and fueling consumption 
across the continent.

rexhepi, 44, built much of his 
empire from an Ecuadorian pris-
on cell, fostering connections 
with Latin American gangs and 
turning his cell block into an 
executive suite. A lawyer repre-
senting him in Albania declined 
to comment. rexhepi, in a 2015 
appeal, denied any involvement 
in drug trafficking, “either as a 
perpetrator, accomplice or acces-
sory.” But in 2021, Italy sought his 
extradition, warning the authori-
ties in Ecuador in a letter from its 
embassy in Quito that rexhepi 
was the “undisputed leader” of an 
Albanian drug-trafficking net-
work with global reach and ac-
cess to “infinite quantities of co-
caine.”

rexhepi’s emergence as a 
feared power broker within a 
federal prison in Cotopaxi prov-
ince was symptomatic of the col-
lapse of government control in 
Ecuador. But with the authorities 
in rome seeking to imprison him 
for drug trafficking, he decided it 
was time to move again.

A local judge, citing a medical 
need, ordered him into home 
detention in an upscale neighbor-
hood here in the port city of 
Guayaquil in August 2021, ac-
cording to Ecuadorian officials.

Then, predictably, rexhepi 
vanished.

This investigation into the 
global expansion of the cocaine 
business and the rise of Albanian 
drug traffickers is based on inter-
views with more than two dozen 
current and former officials in 
Ecuador, Colombia, Europe and 
the United States, gang members 
in Ecuador, and thousands of 
pages of court documents from 
Ecuador, Albania and Italy. It 
reveals how criminal networks 
led by Albanians infiltrated Ecua-
dor’s ports, judiciary, prison sys-
tem and security forces to gain 
control of key parts of the cocaine 
supply chain and trigger a deluge 
of the drug in Europe — a more 
than $12 billion annual cocaine 
market, according to the E.U. 
Drugs Agency.

“With these profits, these or-
ganizations manage to permeate 
all public and private institu-
tions, corrupting any structure,” 
said Ecuador’s former anti-nar-
cotics director, Gen. Willian Vil-
larroel, in an interview.

Drug-trafficking entrepre-
neurs from Albania, a country of 
only about 2.8 million people, 
have begun to rival the world’s 
most powerful cartels by working 
with them, not against them, 
transforming how the trade is 
run. The new networks, investi-
gators say, are often criminal 
coalitions of disparate and inde-
pendent groups, rather than hier-
archical, violently competitive 
cartels.

Europol is aware of dozens of 
“Albanian-speaking” clans or or-

cocaInE from a1
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a view of Micay canyon in cauca, colombia. Here, the mountain is almost completely covered with coca, which can be recognized by the plants’ light-green color. 
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Security forces display the 22 tons of cocaine seized in an operation at a pig farm in Quevedo in 
Ecuador’s Los Ríos province on Jan. 22. 

Drug kingpin 
Dritan 
Rexhepi in 
2023, the day 
he was 
arrested in 
Istanbul by 
Turkish 
authorities.
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ances” between gangs. Despite
the president’s declaration of in-
ternal armed conflict, the coun-
try’s most powerful criminal
structures — such as the Alba-
nians — remain “exactly the
same,” he added.

“These transnational groups
have not really been affected,”
Rivera said.

Newmarkets in Africa and
Asia

And the cocaine lords continue
to adapt, diversify and flourish.

As law enforcement authori-
ties in Europe have intensified
interdiction operations, particu-
larly at major ports in Northern
Europe, drug traffickers appear
to be shifting to other points of
entry. The Netherlands and Bel-
gium, home to the largest ports in
Europe, seized about half as
much cocaine in the first half of
2024 as they did in the same
period last year.

Spain, which has continued to
seize record amounts of cocaine,
appears to be surpassing Belgium
and the Netherlands as Europe’s
most important gateway for co-
caine. Sweden and Norway also
reported record cocaine seizures
at ports in 2023, according to the
E.U. Drugs Agency. Germany saw
its cocaine seizures more than
double between 2022 and 2023,
according to the UNODC.

Traffickers are increasingly us-
ing labs in Europe to process
cocaine or to separate it from
other materials used to conceal it.
The E.U. reported dismantling 39
cocaine laboratories across mem-
ber states in 2022, up from at
least 16 in 2019; one lab, discov-
ered by authorities in Spain in
2023, was turning out 200 kilo-
grams (almost 450 pounds) of
cocaine every day.

New markets beyond Europe
continue to open up in response
to the surfeit of cocaine. Australia
and New Zealand reported the
highest annual prevalence of co-
caine use in the world, according
to the UNODC, though wastewa-
ter data suggests most cocaine
consumers still use the drug occa-
sionally. Earlier this month, Aus-
tralian authorities seized over
two tons of cocaine, the country’s
largest-ever seizure of the drug.
Just days earlier, the Colombian
navy announced the capture of
six “narco-subs” carrying more
than 225 tons of cocaine, includ-
ing one carrying five tons of
cocaine to Australia.

While data for Asia is limited,
cocaine consumption and sei-
zures are rising in China and
Japan, the UNODC reports. It has
also noted increases in seizures in
India, Malaysia and the Philip-
pines, suggesting they could
emerge as growth centers for
traffickers. If Asia’s rates of con-
sumption were to someday align
with Europe’s, the number of
regular cocaine users there could
shoot up from 2 million to over 40
million, according to the UN-
ODC.

“It’s the kids of the upper
classes who take it,” Pi-
etschmann, the UNODC research
officer, said. “The potential is
there. … There is a young genera-
tion there, the young generation
hasmoney, and the young genera-
tion goes to parties.”

Cocaine seizures have also
reached record levels in Africa,
where the Brazilian criminal
group Primeiro Comando da Cap-
ital (PCC) has expanded its pres-
ence and used several countries,
including Mozambique, Angola
and Cape Verde, as stopovers for
shipping cocaine to Europe, ac-
cording to the UNODC.

Albanian criminal groups have
reportedly begun establishing
networks in Australia, exploiting
weaknesses in the country’s im-
migration system and capitaliz-
ing on a burgeoning market with
high cocaine prices, according to
Australian officials.

The Albanians have perfected
their operation just about any-
where, Mejdini said.

“There’s no limit for them any-
more,” Mejdini said. “The model
they have created, to forge alli-
ances, to cooperate with other
foreigners, it helps themgo every-
where. Wherever there is de-
mand, they are going to be the
delivery guys.”

Some analysts speculate that
Turkey, where officials reported a
45 percent increase in cocaine
seizures between 2020 and 2021,
could become a crucial corridor
for moving the drug east.

That’s where authorities found
Rexhepi in November 2023, two
years after he was released from
prison in Ecuador. He was arrest-
ed in response to extradition re-
quests from Italy and Albania.

The kingpin had traded one
life of luxury for another, after
arriving in Turkey on a Colombi-
an passport, under the alias Ben-
jamin Omar Perez Garcia, and
settling into a white villa in a
seaside suburb of Istanbul, au-
thorities said.

He remains behind bars in
Turkey — for now.

faiola reported from Tirana, Albania,

and rome. fjori sinoruka in Tirana

and stefano Pitrelli in rome

contributed to this report.

according to the court order. Days
later, the judge ordered the re-
moval of the ankle monitor and
instructed Rexhepi to report to
the authorities every 15 days.
(The judge was later dismissed by
the country’s judiciary council,
which found that he had violated
the independence of judicial serv-
ants in several decisions benefit-
ing powerful drug lords.) Poma,
in his disciplinary process, de-
nied wrongdoing and said he
followed all legal protocols in
making his decisions.

In 2023, his release was de-
nounced publicly by presidential
candidate Fernando Villavicencio
as another example of Ecuador’s
descent into lawlessness; several
months later, Villavicencio, who
promised to take on the country’s
narco gangs, was assassinated.

By then, it had become clear
just how much power Albanian
drug traffickers wielded in Ecua-
dor. Another prominentAlbanian
drug trafficker, Dritan Gjika, had
established a sprawling web of
business and political connec-
tions, investigators found, alleg-
edly under the protection of Ec-
uador’s head of police. Some Eu-
ropean intelligence officials said
they suspect Gjika may be part of
Rexhepi’s network.

In January, Ecuadorian gangs
unleashed a wave of violence that
targeted the country’s institu-
tions and media. The country’s
new president, Daniel Noboa, re-
sponded by declaring a state of
internal armed conflict against
the gangs,mobilizing themilitary
to bring control to the country’s
cities and prisons. The govern-
ment has since touted an 18
percent drop in the murder rate,
but kidnapping and extortion
have continued to rise, and hu-
man rights organizations have
accused the government of ar-
resting thousands with little evi-
dence or due process.

The drop in killings, said Re-
nato Rivera, coordinator of Ecua-
dor’s Organized Crime Observa-
tory, “is not a response to the
militarization, but rather to the
peace processes and criminal alli-

prison, using all types of commu-
nication systems.”

ButRexhepi hadhis ownplans.
In August 2021, a Guayaquil
judge, Diego Poma, granted Rex-
hepi house arrest for “medical
reasons” with an ankle monitor,

Embassy, which was reviewed by
The Washington Post, diplomats
warned that Rexhepi organized
transatlantic drug shipments and
ordered the murder of rivals
“thanks to a dense network of
complicity and corruption, from

charged with drug trafficking and
eventually sentenced to 13 years
in prison. The prison system in
Ecuador was largely run by the
gangs, and Rexhepi continued to
build his business, investigators
said.

His uncle, Jaupaj, said his
nephew claims he was falsely
accused, and that he was simply
running a seafood business in
Ecuador.

In a 2015 appeal, Rexhepi —
using the fake name Murataj
Lulezim — accused Ecuadorian
authorities of confusing him with
another man and depriving him
of his freedom “in an unjust way,
without a single piece of evidence
against me or a single photo that
proves any trace of participation.”

“My only sin, so to speak, is
that I am an Albanian citizen, and
I came to this country because of
the publicity abroad, promoting
investment.”

Descent into lawlessness

In September 2020, following a
five-year investigation, hundreds
of officers across Europe con-
ducted a large sting against Rex-
hepi’s operations — arresting 20
individuals in Italy, the Nether-
lands, Germany, Greece, Roma-
nia, Hungary, Spain, Albania and
Dubai.

Italian authorities sent a series
of letters to Ecuadorian officials,
urging them to begin extradition
proceedings against Rexhepi. In
one 2021 letter from the Italian

businessman, investigators said.
The son of grape farmers in

Velce, an Albanian mountain vil-
lage, Rexhepi came of age as
Ponzi schemes in the late 1990s
sparked a devastating economic
collapse in Albania. Military ar-
mories were pillaged, leading to
the rise of criminal gangs that
made parts of the country law-
less.

“Everyone had guns in the
village,” said Rexhepi’s uncle, Ar-
ben Jaupaj, 64, who runs a bar in
Velce. “The adults and the kids.”

Rexhepi quickly rose within
the ranks of one network with
continent-wide ambitions, Alba-
nian officials said. He was arrest-
ed in 2006 in the slayings six
years earlier of two police officers
and a bystander. In an act that
turned Rexhepi into a household
name in Albania, he escaped on
the day of his arrest from a police
station in the seaside city of
Durres by simply opening a door
with a faulty lock in a basement
interrogation room. He waltzed
out, telling police officers he en-
countered that his interview was
finished.

“He’s seen as smart, brave and
willing to take risks,” said an
Albanian law enforcement offi-
cial who spoke on the condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak publicly.

In the years that followed, Rex-
hepi became one of Europe’s
most-wanted criminals, pursued
from one country to another. He
was arrested on drug-trafficking
charges in the Netherlands and
extradited to Italy, where he was
sentenced to 13 years in prison. In
2011, he and two other Albanians
broke out of a jail nearMilan after
using contraband saws to file
down bars and repelling out of a
window on an impromptu rope
made from tied bedsheets.
Months later, he was arrested in
Spain but extradited to Belgium,
where he was wanted for his role
in a violent robbery years earlier.
But the low-security Belgian pris-
on was no match for Rexhepi.
Once again, he escaped, this time
by scaling a prison wall.

But staying in Europe was be-
coming increasingly untenable
because of the risk of another
arrest, and Rexhepi fled to Ecua-
dor.

Rexhepi built his network by
making use of legitimate front
companies, according to Italian
prosecutors. He started establish-
ing ties to Ecuadorian businesses
that would help him build up his
smuggling operations and laun-
der money. One of his associates,
an Albanian diplomatic vice con-
sul in Ecuador, held large shares
in food and cannabis companies,
according to public records and
an Ecuadorian intelligence ana-
lyst who has studied the network.

In just a few years in the city of
Guayaquil, Rexhepi and his co-
horts built a sophisticated drug
logistics system, buying off port
staff and shipping companies
that allowed them almost free
access to containers heading to
Europe, investigators said. He
formed alliances across the spec-
trum of criminal groups in the
country, they said, by selling Eu-
rope as a new, open market where
everyone could profit.

The law, however, caught up
with Rexhepi again, and in 2014,
he was arrested in Guayaquil,

gerArdo menoscAl/AfP/geTTy imAges

An armored vehicle is seen during a police and military operation in Guayaquil in March.
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Arben Jaupaj recalls his nephew Dritan as a precocious, curly-haired boy who excelled at school.
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attempt to build up tourism infra-
structure around the old city, 
which includes religious sites 
holy to christians, Muslims and 
Jews.

But underlying the project, is-
raeli and palestinian rights 
groups say, is israel’s decades-
long effort to secure a Jewish 
majority in the city and push 
palestinian residents to leave — 
one that has accelerated over the 
past year, according to the united 
nations, as israel’s right-wing 
government ramped up the 
demolition of palestinian homes 
across east Jerusalem.

“We have an israeli govern-
ment that is operating with no 
guardrails,” said Shaina Low, 
spokeswoman for the norwegian 
Refugee council, which provides 
legal services to palestinians fac-
ing displacement. Virtually every 
house in al-Bustan is at risk of 
being razed “at any time,” she 
said.

Both israelis and palestinians 
claim Jerusalem as their capital, 
and on the eastern side of the city, 
which israel annexed from Jor-
dan in 1967, about 350,000 pales-
tinians live alongside roughly 
200,000 israeli settlers.

Since capturing east Jerusa-
lem, israeli authorities have used 
a mix of laws, zoning regulations, 

conTinueD on nexT pAge

BY REBECCA TAN in JeRuSALeM

W
hen israeli police and 
bulldozers arrived in 
al-Bustan early on 
nov. 5, few residents 

in this palestinian neighborhood 
in east Jerusalem expected them 
to go to Fakhri Abu Diab’s home.

The retired accountant, with a 
head of white hair, was the neigh-
borhood’s most prominent resi-
dent and de facto spokesman. For 
two decades, Abu Diab, 62, led the 
fight to protect local homes from 
demolition, drawing support 
from the united States, which 
condemned israel’s destruction 
of part of his home earlier this 
year.

So when three dozen israeli 
officials, including police escorts, 
showed up with heavy machinery 
and plowed through Abu Diab’s 
gate, the neighbors watched not 
only with shock but fear. A chill-
ing message was sent across pal-
estinian communities in east Je-
rusalem, residents said: no one is 
safe.

Municipal authorities demol-
ished seven buildings in al-
Bustan that day, according to the 
city, including Abu Diab’s home. 
They have since destroyed at least 
eight more houses, as well as the 
local community center, Al-
Bustan Association, residents 

and rights groups said.
it’s “to send a message to the 

neighborhood,” said Qutaiba 
odeh, the association’s director. 
“To say, ‘We’re coming. You’re 
done.’”

The official reason for the de-
molitions was that the buildings, 
many of which have been there 
for years, were constructed ille-
gally in an area the municipality 
had zoned for green space. A 
spokesman for the city, udi Sha-
ham Maymon, said the homes 
and other structures were razed 
to advance “urban renewal plans” 
he described as “tailored to meet 
the needs of the local population.”

The vision for al-Bustan — 
which is nestled within east Jeru-
salem’s larger Silwan neighbor-
hood — includes a mixed-use 
tourism and housing develop-
ment with archaeological sites, a 
park, hotels and souvenir shops. 
officials say it’s part of a broader 

After decades fighting demolitions, 
Palestinian sees own home wrecked

Residents said the destruction sent a chilling message to East Jerusalem’s Palestinian communities

PhoTos By ThomAs DévéNyI/hANs LucAs FoR ThE WAshINGToN PosT

Fakhri Abu Diab in front of the ruins of his home in East Jerusalem. Abu Diab’s effort to save homes in the city’s al-Bustan neighborhood from being razed  worked for a while. 

But that changed with the war in Gaza, he said. The city says the homes are being demolished because they were constructed illegally in an area zoned for green space. 

The Silwan neighborhood in East Jerusalem, which houses al-Bustan. The pace of demolitions in Silwan has doubled in the last year, according to Israeli monitoring and advocacy group Ir Amin. 
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he managed to save were two 
portraits of amina in her 20s and 
a blue oil lamp that belonged to 
his late mother.

“forget the furniture,” said abu 
Diab, closing his eyes. “They de-
stroyed our history.”

amina, 58, interjected. “They 
split apart the family,” she said.

The demolition displaced most 
of the household, with two of abu 
Diab’s sons and their families 
moving in with in-laws or into 
rented apartments. amina and 
abu Diab stayed behind in the 
container home.

it’s too small for the whole 
family to gather, said amina, and 
some of her grandchildren no 
longer visit because they hate 
having to pass the ruins of the old 
house. “Who can blame them?” 
she said.

one night in late November, 
abu Diab returned to his contain-
er home after dark and slumped 
into a plastic chair. Their children 
had asked them to move out of 
al-Bustan, and Ziad Kawar, a law-
yer representing some of the resi-
dents, said all legal options were 
exhausted.

abu Diab said he knew it was a 
matter of time before the munici-
pality returned to tear down the 
container home. But he felt like 
he’d already lost too much.

“No, no,” said abu Diab, shak-
ing his head wearily. “The only 
thing left to do is stay.”

reduce entire cities in gaza to 
rubble. “i knew it wouldn’t matter 
to them now,” he said, referring to 
israeli authorities. “i knew they 
would come back.”

The walls come down

as he waited, abu Diab spent 
the spring and summer trying to 
rebuild. He put a small prefab 
container home on a corner of his 
lot as a precaution. Then he began 
renovating the main body of the 
house to make more space.

When authorities returned in 
November, abu Diab said he ar-
gued with the demolition crew, 
asking for more paperwork and 
calling lawyers and diplomats. 
But it was too late, he said. The 
walls were coming down.

first went the outside sitting 
area, where he and amina would 
start their days drinking tea and 
listening to the birds. Then it was 
the two sitting rooms where his 
grandchildren would sit hunched 
over their homework after school.

eventually, the excavators took 
down the kitchen, a place he 
loved most at dusk, when it was 
heavy with smoke and the smell 
of cooking.

The demolition crew didn’t 
give the couple time to save their 
belongings, so mixed in with the 
broken pieces of concrete and 
rebar was most of everything they 
owned: Clothes, photo albums, 
birth certificates. The only items 

visited in 2010 and met dozens of 
other u.s. officials, he said. With 
his neighbors, he filed lawsuits 
opposing the demolitions and ne-
gotiated with the municipality, 
including presenting an alterna-
tive plan for the area, which offi-
cials rejected.

During this period, the city 
served demolition orders in al-
Bustan but never enforced them. 
That all changed, abu Diab said, 
with the outbreak of the gaza 
war.

almost immediately after the 
conflict started, from october to 
December 2023, demolitions 
across east Jerusalem jumped 70 
percent compared with previous 
months, according to ir amim. in 
february, authorities made their 
move into al-Bustan, razing an 
extension of abu Diab’s home 
that for years had been marked 
for demolition.

The Biden administration 
slammed the decision. “We con-
demn the demolition of fakhri 
abu Diab’s home,” state Depart-
ment spokesman matt miller said 
at a news conference.

“These acts obstruct efforts to 
advance a durable and lasting 
peace and security that would 
benefit not just palestinians, but 
israelis,” he said. “They damage 
israel’s standing in the world.”

at the time, abu Diab wel-
comed the u.s. statement, but 
said he’d seen israel’s military 

applied for permits for their 
homes and renovations but the 
municipality rejected them. By 
the early 1980s, the city had al-
ready designated al-Bustan as an 
open, public space where residen-
tial development was prohibited.

at the same time, palestinians 
grew frustrated with the occupa-
tion and erupted into protests, 
leading to negotiations under the 
oslo accords in the 1990s. But 
israel continued to build settle-
ments and in 2000, peace talks 
stalled, resulting in a new round 
of violence between the two sides.

it was around this time — in 
2004 and 2005 — that abu Diab 
and other residents began finding 
demolition orders plastered to 
their front doors.

for the next 20 years, abu 
Diab, as head of the local resi-
dents’ committee, would fight a 
wide-ranging legal and public re-
lations battle to save al-Bustan 
and its roughly 100 homes from 
destruction.

and for a while, at least it 
seemed, the strategy worked.

By his estimate, abu Diab host-
ed hundreds of diplomats, activ-
ists, lawyers and journalists at his 
house to discuss the planned de-
molitions, helping to coordinate 
what were called “solidarity 
walks” through the neighbor-
hood.

He shook the hand of former 
president Jimmy Carter when he 

But when abu Diab stepped 
outside that morning in Novem-
ber, to meet the officials who had 
already knocked over his gate, it 
was hard for him to believe he 
wasn’t being punished for speak-
ing out, he said. He had defended 
this house for decades and he 
wasn’t ready to stop.

“What,” abu Diab said to the 
crowd, “are you doing here?”

‘I knew they would come 
back’

abu Diab was born in al-
Bustan in 1962, five years before 
the start of israel’s occupation. 
His earliest memories, he said, 
are of gardening with his mother 
at home — dusting dirt off mint 
leaves and running after chick-
ens. He left al-Bustan only briefly 
to attend the university of Jordan 
in amman, where he met his wife, 
amina. Together, they moved 
back into his family home in 1983.

The house was just two rooms 
at the time, abu Diab said. To pay 
for a renovation, amina sold her 
dowry of gold rings and bangles, 
and he saved as much as he could 
from his income as an accoun-
tant. soon, the house grew noisy 
with the couple’s five children. “it 
was beautiful,” said abu Diab, 
remembering this period of his 
life.

under the surface, however, 
cracks were forming.

abu Diab and his neighbors 

court orders and other rules to 
prioritize settlement building 
and restrict development in pal-
estinian neighborhoods, lawyers 
and housing rights advocates say. 
The measures include thousands 
of demolition orders for palestin-
ian homes and other structures 
over the years, most on the prem-
ise that they were built without 
appropriate permits, according 
to the u.N. office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian affairs.

in silwan, the pace of demoli-
tions has doubled in the last year, 
according to ir amim, an israeli 
monitoring and advocacy group, 
while the united Nations said 
more structures have been de-
stroyed in the neighborhood this 
year than any other year since it 
began collecting data in 2009.

The increase followed the 
Hamas attack on israel on oct. 7, 
2023, an assault that killed 
around 1,200 people, ignited the 
war in gaza and fueled a rise in 
settler attacks on palestinians in 
the West Bank. But city officials 
say the east Jerusalem demoli-
tions are not aimed at punishing 
palestinians.

“Demolitions are done when 
buildings were built illegally and 
there’s no legal way to legalize it,” 
maymon, the spokesman, said. “it 
is by no means a punitive meas-
ure.”
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ukrainian president Volod-
ymyr Zelensky said he also spoke 
to aliyev and “expressed condo-
lences to him and the people of 
azerbaijan regarding the tragic 
crash.”

“Russia must provide clear ex-
planations and stop spreading 
disinformation,” Zelensky wrote 
in a post on X. “photos and videos 
clearly show the damage to the 
aircraft’s fuselage, including 
punctures and dents, which 
strongly point to a strike by an air 
defense missile. We will support 
azerbaijan in this situation with 
all necessary means and call on 
other countries to assist as well.”

Turkmenistan’s national carri-
er suspended flights to moscow 
for a month. el al, flyDubai, 
Qazaq air and azerbaijan air-
lines have also suspended at least 
some flights to Russia.

could be heard from outside,” he 
said, “after which something hit 
the plane.”

flight attendant aidan Rahim-
li told azerbaijan’s Xezer Xeber 
news website that she felt three 
loud blows as if something was 
impacting the plane from out-
side.

“after the first impact, the oxy-
gen masks fell down in the cabin, 
and we rushed to check what had 
happened,” Rahimli said. a sec-
ond impact then wounded a fel-
low flight attendant, she said. as 
she bandaged his left hand, she 
said, they felt a third impact.

upon crashing, the plane broke 
into two parts. The tail remained 
largely intact, but the nose im-
mediately caught fire. pilots igor 
Kshnyakin, the flight captain, 
and aleksandr Kalyaninov, the 
first officer, were killed.

man John Kirby told reporters 
friday. He said the evidence went 
beyond widely circulated images 
of the damaged aircraft, but he 
did not provide details. The u.s. 
government has offered to assist 
Kazakh and azerbaijani officials 
in the investigation, Kirby said.

azerbaijan airlines said friday 
that preliminary findings showed 
the plane crashed “due to external 
physical and technical interfer-
ence.”

Rashad Nabiyev, the country’s 
transport minister, cited “the ap-
pearance of the plane’s wreckage 
on the ground and eyewitness 
testimony,” according to azerbai-
jani media. He said passengers 
and crew were injured by “vari-
ous cutting objects”; some, he 
said, “reported hearing three ex-
plosions over grozny.”

“The sounds of explosions 

“when the explosion occurred 
and why.”

The Russian flight regulator 
Rosaviatsia said friday that con-
ditions at grozny airport were 
“complicated” by a ukrainian 
drone attack and thick fog, Rus-
sian state news agency Tass re-
ported. security measures re-
quired all aircraft to leave the 
area near grozny airport, the 
agency’s head said.

some azerbaijani lawmakers 
have pressured aliyev’s govern-
ment to “be more principled” in 
demanding an apology from mos-
cow and urging Russia to end its 
war in ukraine.

The united states has “seen 
some early indications that would 
certainly point to the possibility 
that this jet was brought down by 
Russian air defense systems,” Na-
tional security Council spokes-

Russian investigators have 
opened a criminal case in the 
downing of the azerbaijan air-
lines flight, the Kremlin said, in-
cluding into whether there were 
violations of traffic safety and air 
transport operation rules. “pri-
mary investigative actions are be-
ing carried out; civilian and mili-
tary specialists are being interro-
gated,” it said. Russian officials 
initially blamed the crash on 
weather and a collision with a 
flock of birds.

Before the call, putin held a 
session of the security Council to 
discuss the “interaction with 
partners in the Caspian region.”

Kanat Bozymbayev, the head of 
the Kazakh commission probing 
the crash, said authorities had 
appointed “a comprehensive bal-
listic, explosive and trace evi-
dence examination” to learn 

firm the fact of external physical 
and technical impact.”

if Russian fire brought down 
the aircraft, it would be the sec-
ond such incident linked to the 
country’s war in ukraine. in 2014, 
malaysia airlines flight 17 was 
shot down by a surface-to-air mis-
sile over eastern ukraine. all 298 
passengers and crew members on 
board were killed.

a Dutch court in 2022 convict-
ed two Russians and a ukrainian 
who held senior roles in separat-
ist militias of murder for their 
roles. The court determined that 
the missile launch was probably 
intentional, though it was unclear 
whether the defendants knew 
that they were firing at a civilian 
aircraft. Russian authorities have 
repeatedly denied responsibility.
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 Kremlin does not take responsibility for downing Azerbaijan Airlines flight
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urgent casket burials for some 
30,000 dead in case of war. That 
is in addition to 15 acres (60,700 
square meters) of land needed 
for building graveyards for 
regular use in Gothenburg.

“The [recommendations] 
mean that we need more land for 
burial grounds, and this is a 
phenomenon in the big cities, 
and a problem in the big cities, 
where land resources are scarce 
to begin with and not always 
sufficient to meet burial ground 
needs even in times of calm and 
peace,” said Katarina Evenseth, 
senior adviser at the Gothenburg 
Burial Association.

Together with the local 
municipality, which has a 
monopoly in making decisions 
about land usage in Gothenburg, 
the burial association has 
identified a vast area appropriate 
for building a large-scale 
cemetery for the intended 
purpose. But a lengthy approval 
and building process means it 
could take  10 years to complete, 
posing further challenges in 
uncertain times.

— Associated Press

they’ll never have to do: bury 
thousands of people in the event 
of war.

The search follows 
recommendations from the 
Church of Sweden’s national 
secretariat, which reflect crisis 
preparedness guidelines from 
the Swedish Civil Contingencies 
Agency (MSB) and the Swedish 
Armed Forces.

The preparedness guidelines 
have been put in a new light by 
Sweden’s decision to join NATO 
and tensions with Russia in the 
Baltic Sea region.

According to the Church of 
Sweden provisions, supported by 
legal paragraphs in Sweden’s 
Burial Act, burial associations 
are responsible for ensuring the 
availability of enough land to 
bury roughly 5 percent of the 
population within a parish, if 
needed.

The Gothenburg Burial 
Association, which operates in 
Sweden’s second-largest city, is 
currently trying to navigate the 
challenge of acquiring at least 10 
acres (40,470 square meters) of 
land to ensure it can handle 

the presidential administration 
said in a statement, using 
wording familiar from a series of 
previous group pardons in the 
past six months.

Saturday’s announcement 
marks the eighth such pardon by 
Lukashenko since the summer. 
In all, 207 political prisoners 
have been freed, according to 
Belarus’s oldest and most 
established human rights group, 
Viasna.

Most were jailed following 
mass anti-government protests 
in 2020, when Lukashenko 
secured his sixth term in a vote 
widely condemned as 
fraudulent.

According to Viasna, more 
than 1,250 political prisoners 
remain behind bars.

— Associated Press

sWeDeN

Burial associations
acquiring more land

Burial associations in Sweden 
are looking to acquire enough 
land for something they hope 

BeLARUs

Lukashenko pardons
20 more prisoners

Belarus’s authoritarian leader, 
Alexander Lukashenko, 
pardoned 20 more people whom 
rights activists describe as 
political prisoners, according to 
a statement on the president’s 
website Saturday.

The announcement came 
amid persistent oppression in 
the run-up to presidential 
elections next month that are 
likely to extend Lukashenko’s 
decades-long rule.

Belarusian officials did not 
provide the names of those 
released, but the statement 
posted on the website of the 
president said that all had been 
convicted of “crimes of an 
extremist nature.”

The statement said the group 
included 11 women and 14 of 
those pardoned suffered from 
chronic illnesses.

“All of those released repented 
for their actions and appealed to 
the head of state to be pardoned,” 

exploited, with little regard for 
sustainability or the rights of its 
Indigenous peoples, and experts 
say exploitation by individuals 
and organized crime is rising at 
alarming rates.

“The fires and drought 
experienced in 2024 across the 
Amazon rainforest could be 
ominous indicators that we are 
reaching the long-feared 
ecological tipping point,” said 
Andrew Miller, advocacy director 
at Amazon Watch, an 
organization that works to 
protect the rainforest. 
“Humanity’s window of 
opportunity to reverse this trend 
is shrinking but still open.”

There were some bright spots. 
The level of Amazonian forest 
loss fell in both Brazil and 
Colombia. And nations gathered 
for the annual U.N. conference 
on biodiversity agreed to give 
Indigenous peoples more say. “If 
the Amazon rainforest is to avoid 
the tipping point, Indigenous 
people will have been a 
determinant factor,” Miller said.

— Associated Press

COLOMBiA

Year proved damaging
to Amazon rainforest

The year 2024 was brutal for 
the Amazon rainforest, with 
rampant wildfires and extreme 
drought ravaging large parts of a 
biome that’s a critical 
counterweight to climate 
change.

A warming climate fed 
drought that in turn fed the 
worst year for fires since 2005. 
And those fires contributed to 
deforestation, with authorities 
suspecting some fires were set to 
more easily clear land to run 
cattle.

The Amazon is twice the size 
of India and sprawls across eight 
countries and one territory, 
storing vast amounts of carbon 
dioxide that would otherwise 
warm the planet. It has about 
20 percent of the world’s fresh 
water and astounding 
biodiversity, including 16,000 
known tree species. But 
governments have historically 
viewed it as an area to be 

The World

BY LOUISA LOVELUCK

HaMa, Syria — For more than 
four decades, the Assad family 
made sure that the horrors it 
committed here stayed unspeak-
able — killing tens of thousands 
of Hama residents over a savage 
month-long siege, then hunting 
those who carried the memory.

Few in this western Syrian city 
ever dared describe how, in Feb-
ruary 1982, they peered through 
their curtains to see soldiers sepa-
rating men from women for ex-
ecution. They tried to forget the 
packs of dogs that roamed the 
streets long after they had pulled 
the bodies apart.

It was in Hama that Hafez 
al-Assad, the father of now-de-
posed president Bashar al-Assad, 
cemented the dynasty’s brutal 
rule by crushing an uprising led 
by the Muslim Brotherhood. This 
month, the family’s reign here, 
and the wall of silence they had 
enforced for so long, came tum-
bling down in a matter of days.

Rebel forces who had fought a 
years-long war against the Syrian 
government led a lightning 
charge from their northern 
stronghold to the capital, over-
powering a demoralized army 
and seizing power in Damascus 
as the president fled to Russia.

On a pine-covered hilltop near 
Hama, where government troops 
lost their final battles with Islam-
ist rebels, dugouts were strewn 
with green fatigues and the food 
troops carried with them to the 
front. Their bodies were twisted 
in the grass where they fell.

In the city down below, resi-
dents were still adjusting to the 
sudden close of a chapter they 
had despaired would never end. 
Estimates for the number of peo-
ple killed during the 1982 military 
offensive range from 10,000 to 
40,000. Most were civilians.

The sheer scale of the loss was 
magnified by the hidden trauma, 
which hollowed out the spirit of 
Hama, residents said.

In many ways, Hafez’s crack-
down here was the blueprint his 
son would use to crush anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations in 2011, 
plunging the country into civil 
war. Although most Syrians never 
learned the details of what hap-
pened here, they understood that 
Hama was a byword for massacre, 
and a warning that death or im-
prisonment were the price of dis-
sent.

Before the notorious terrors of 
Sednaya prison, there was Tad-
mour, where men from Hama 
were jailed and executed. One 
former inmate, a poet, later de-
scribed it as a “kingdom of death 
and madness.”

Mayssa Zaloukh was born in 
1982 in the shadow of the govern-
ment siege. Her father had once 
been warm and social, her aunt 
told her, but the man who raised 
her had no friends at all. Those he 
grew up with had been killed or 
disappeared. “He was so fearful 
that he didn’t trust anyone,” 
Zaloukh said.

The first time she saw him cry, 
she said, was when rebels entered 
the city on Dec. 5, and he finally 
understood that the regime was 
about to fall.

“It was just unbelievable, he 
was so happy,” Zaloukh said. “He 
said he had thought there were 
only seven wonders in this world, 
but now this was the eighth.”

On a park bench close by, 

Hamed Shaaban, 54, and his 
friend, Hassan, looked at each 
other and laughed when asked 
about the first time they had 
spoken openly about the crack-
down 42 years ago.

“Right now,” both said.
From their perch, they could 

see the public square that had 
buzzed with demonstrators in 

2011, dancing, chanting and de-
manding political change. Secu-
rity forces opened fire on them, 
then formed “investigation com-
mittees” to arrest an ever-widen-
ing circle of civilians for alleged 
involvement in the protests, 
whether real or imagined.

“I just watched from afar back 
then,” Shaaban said. “We knew 

the cost of rising up, and we were 
just too scared.”

In the Kilaniya neighborhood, 
just across the river from the 
city’s famous water wheels, pass-
ersby stopped to listen as their 
neighbors began to share the 
memories they had kept bottled 
up for so many years.

The 12,000-strong force sent to 

Hama in 1982 was led by Rifaat 
al-Assad, Hafez’s youngest broth-
er, and his soldiers shelled entire 
districts to rubble. A siege on the 
city meant there was no chance of 
escape. Then came the “cleans-
ing” operations, residents said.

One signaled to the empty 
space where his family home had 
stood, as he recounted watching 

the gunmen go from house to 
house. Another pointed to a roof-
top where he said a young child 
had been shot as he cried out for 
food.

“It’s just hard to believe this is 
happening, to be honest,” said 
one man, who said he was still too 
scared to share his name. “We just 
never imagined it. We thought 
they built a regime that would 
last forever.”

Even within families, discuss-
ing the killings was viewed as so 
dangerous that most parents 
warned their children never to 
speak of them.

So when Abdelaziz Shamah, 57, 
began taking photographs of re-
built neighborhoods in 2011, he 
chose to post them on social 
media using a pseudonym. Over 
time, he grew braver, he said, and 
started to interview the city’s resi-
dents about what they had seen.

On Dec. 14, after Assad was 
gone, he posted a video of his 
mother-in-law, Fatma Mahmoud 
Mantash, who was able for the 
first time to share her full story.

“She used to start speaking, but 
she couldn’t continue,” Shamah 
said. “She wouldn’t be able to 
finish.”

Soldiers came to her home and 
took two of her sons and one of 
her daughters, she told the cam-
era. They beat the remaining fam-
ily and ransacked the house, 
stealing money as they left. She 
never heard anything of her miss-
ing children. She sought respite 
by sitting with other women from 
the city who knew her pain, she 
said. When she prayed, she did 
not know whether to ask that the 
boys and their sister, Rouah, be 
released alive, or that their souls 
be allowed to rest in death.

“I used to cry every night and 
day,” she said. “I wish I could still 
see them. Even if they’re dead. I 
want to see them dead.”

Shamah then addressed the 
camera. “To all mothers who saw 
their boys taken, even though 
they had no weapons,” he said. 
“They weren’t terrorists, they 
were people of the Sham,” he said, 
using the Arabic term for greater 
Syria.

“We want to get these stories 
out there, everyone here has a 
story,” he continued.

Many of those who were adults 
when regime troops entered the 
city in 1982 are dead now. 
Shamah’s aunt, whose husband 
Mohammed and six sons were 
executed, has developed Al-
zheimer’s, he said. She has good 
and bad days.

When reporters visited her in 
the family home this month, Ami-
na Baradeh, 88, was bed-bound, 
wrapped in thick blankets to 
block the winter cold. Syria’s elec-
tricity grid was on its knees after 
decades of corruption, war and 
economic crisis, but in Baradeh’s 
mind, it was still the 1980s.

She frequently mistook the 
sound of the front door opening 
for her then-youngest, 11-year-old 
Mokhlis, returning from school. 
“Where are they?” she would cry 
out for the boys at night. “Why 
won’t they come home?”

Shamah approached the bed 
and stooped gently to kiss her 
cheek as she wrapped her arms 
around his waist and hugged him 
tight. “It’s okay,” he kept telling 
her, “it’s okay.”

“You can rest now.”

ali rahabi contributed to this report.

A wall of silence around a massacre collapses
Survivors had dared not speak of the horrors of Hafez al-Assad’s brutal 1982 crackdown in a western Syrian city until now

salWan georges/the Washington Post

Amina Baradeh, at home in Hama, Syria. Baradeh’s husband and six sons were executed in the month-long siege in February 1982 

when Hafez al-Assad, the father of ousted president Bashar al-Assad, crushed an uprising, creating a blueprint for repression. 
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AND SHANNON NAJMABADI

Congress revoked an addition-
al $20 billion from the Internal 
Revenue Service this month when 
lawmakers averted a government 
shutdown, a cut that may undo 
many of President Joe Biden’s ef-
forts to improve customer service 
at the tax agency and train fresh 
scrutiny on wealthy tax cheats.

Biden and congressional Dem-
ocrats gave the IRS $80 billion in 
the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, 
but Congress rescinded $20 bil-
lion as part of a 2023 budget deal. 
Shortly afterward, Republicans 
vowed they’d be back for more 
IRS cuts.

And because of the way law-
makers extended government 
funding into March, an additional 
$20 billion in cuts came automati-
cally.

When Congress approved a 
stopgap funding bill, called a con-
tinuing resolution, all the existing 
policy from the previous fiscal 
year was carried forward unless 
new text was specifically added to 
the bill to change it. There was no 
language in the bill to undo last 
year’s cut, so it repeated in the 
new law.

Critics of the IRS were pleased.
“We obviously think the in-

creased money from the [Infla-
tion Reduction Act] for IRS 
agents was a declared shakedown 
on taxpayers to pay for Demo-
crats’ spending,” said Michael Pal-
icz, director of tax policy for the 
anti-tax group Americans for Tax 
Reform. “Republicans have taken 
a huge chunk out of this before, 
and we have a chance to do that 
again.”

IRS funding will not be affected 
through March 14, when the new 
stopgap funding law expires. At 
that point, the Republican- 
 controlled Congress could vote to 
permanently rescind the funding. 
Democrats would probably try to 
reinstate the money as part of 
funding bills for the rest of the 
2025 fiscal year.

But Biden administration offi-

cials said the additional cuts 
would add $140 billion to the 
national debt over the next dec-
ade by hamstringing the agency’s 
ability to audit wealthy individu-
als and large corporations.

The agency will conduct 400 
fewer audits of major businesses 
each year, Biden administration 
officials said, and 1,200 fewer au-
dits of high-income individuals.

More cuts would also force the 
IRS to dramatically reduce cus-
tomer service for taxpayers, Dep-
uty Treasury Secretary Wally Ad-
eyemo said last month. By 2026, 
the IRS would have enough re-
sources to answer only two of 
every 10 phone calls to customer 
helplines, and wait times would 
increase to 28 minutes on average.

“Not only would you be in a 
position where we don’t have the 
money to go after the people who 
are trying to deliberately cheat 
and not pay their taxes, but we 
also wouldn’t have the resources 
to help the people who are trying 

to pay their taxes and make it 
more efficient,” Adeyemo said.

The new money from the Infla-
tion Reduction Act vastly im-
proved the IRS’s operations, ac-
cording to the agency’s inspector 

general. Before the additional re-
sources kicked in, the agency had 
a mountain of 24 million back-
logged paper tax returns; within a 
year of receiving the funding 
boost, that was almost eradicated, 
the agency reported.

In the 2022 filing season, 
months before Congress ap-
proved the law, only 10 percent of 

taxpayer phone calls were ever 
connected to a live representative 
— if callers stayed on the line 
through sometimes hours-long 
waits. The IRS now answers more 
than 85 percent of taxpayer calls 
with a wait of less than three 
minutes, Adeyemo said.

“To the extent that you cut the 
funding, you make it harder for 
taxpayer service to work. People 
can’t get through on the phones, 
they can’t get answers,” John Ko-
skinen, the IRS commissioner 
from 2013 to 2017, said this 
month. “I’m famous for saying 
that underfunding the agency is 
just a tax cut for tax cheats.”

But the Biden administration 
had already agreed in earlier 
budget fights to sacrifice some of 
the IRS funding in exchange for 
preserving other priorities. So Re-
publicans, who had opposed the 
extra money over worries it could 
lead to increased audits of  
 middle-class taxpayers, were ea-
ger to push for more cuts.

“It is a landmark thing that you 
are getting Democrats to open up 
Biden’s signature legislation. And 
the reason they keep going back to 
the well on it is because they know 
it’s a political liability for them. 
Siccing the IRS on people is not 
politically popular,” Palicz said.

Congressional Democrats had 
hoped to preserve the IRS’s re-
sources during innumerable 
rounds of negotiations around the 
government shutdown, Rep. Rosa 
DeLauro (Connecticut), the top 
Democrat on the House Appropri-
ations Committee, told The Wash-
ington Post. But stripping the 
funding proved to be one of Re-
publicans’ top issues, she said.

“I was one of the folks who in 
the last go-round … who said, 
‘They’re coming back for more 
[IRS cuts],’” DeLauro said. “I 
fought very hard on this issue. You 
have to get the votes to be able to 
move forward. … If you’re in a 
negotiation, you have to negotiate 
on these things.”

Deal to avert shutdown stripped IRS of another $20B

Republicans have now 
clawed back half of $80B 

investment in agency 
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The Biden administration had secured an extra $80 billion for the IRS in the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act. 

“Siccing the IRS 

on people is not 

politically popular.”
Michael Palicz, director of tax policy 

for Americans for Tax reform

BY JEFF STEIN

The U.S. government has less 
than three weeks to raise its debt 
limit before it will need to take 
“extraordinary measures” to sus-
tain federal operations, Treasury 
Secretary Janet L. Yellen said Fri-
day.

In a letter to members of Con-
gress, Yellen said the government 
is beginning to run out of money to 
finance its debt obligations, re-
flecting one of the challenges fac-
ing the incoming Trump adminis-
tration.

Yellen’s letter stated that “ex-
traordinary measures” are expect-
ed to be needed starting between 
Jan. 14 and Jan. 23, which is actu-
ally somewhat later than original-
ly anticipated. Those measures 
would probably give Congress sev-
eral months to act before hitting 
the borrowing limit.

“I respectfully urge Congress to 
act to protect the full faith and 
credit of the United States,” Yellen 
wrote.

Congress tells the Treasury De-
partment how much it can bor-
row, a limit known as the “debt 
ceiling.” Failing to lift it could have 
catastrophic consequences for the 
global economy, as the U.S. gov-
ernment has never before default-
ed on its debt obligations.

President-elect Donald Trump 
tried to get congressional Republi-
cans to suspend the debt limit for 
two years — or abolish it altogeth-
er — in negotiations over funding 
the government this month. That 
effort failed, however, and House 
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisi-
ana) approved a funding package 
without changes to the debt limit.

President Joe Biden and former 
House speaker Kevin McCarthy 
(R-California) agreed to suspend 
the debt limit for two years in a 
bipartisan deal in the spring of 
2023.

 If GOP leaders try to approve an 
increase without Democratic sup-
port, they would have the narrow-
est of margins in the House to do 
so without defections among their 
right flank. But cutting a deal with 
Democrats to lift or suspend the 
debt limit could infuriate the 
right, whose support Johnson 
needs to remain speaker.

U.S. nears limit 
on  debt ceiling, 
Yellen warns 
Congress
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was an apartheid proponent. As Mediaite reported, 
Musk is a paid subscriber to a ferociously racist South 
African account on X.)

Trump commenced verbal hostilities with Panama 
the day after the shutdown crisis. On social media, he 
accused Panama of “ridiculous” canal fees, a “com-
plete ‘rip-off ’ of our Country,” and warned that he 
might “demand that the Panama Canal be returned 
to us, in full, and without question.” The Panamanian 
president replied that Panama controls “every square 
meter” of the canal, to which Trump replied: “We’ll 
see about that!” Where did this out-of-the-blue 
standoff with Panama come from? Online troll Laura 
Loomer, an occasional Trump campaign adviser, took 
credit: “I posted in February that he should take back 
the Panama canal, and I even told Trump so in 
person.”

Trump is apparently preparing to fight a two-front 
war, because he also declared on social media that 
“the United States of America feels that the owner-
ship and control of Greenland is an absolute necessi-
ty”— a renewal of one of his more bizarre first-term 
obsessions. (Or maybe it’s a three-front war, if one 
takes seriously his more jocular remarks, most 
recently in his “Merry Christmas” message, about 
making Canada the “51st State.”) The prime minister 
of Greenland, a Danish territory, responded: “We are 
not for sale and will never be for sale.” Tell that to the 
2nd Fleet!

These were on top of the ordinary, day-to-day 
outrages of the past few weeks:

He exploited the birth of Jesus to enrich himself, 
hawking a Bible (licensed by the same Trump-owned 
business that earns him money from sales of books 
and footwear) as “The perfect gift for this Christmas. 
… Also available are signed copies.” The promo he 
posted did not specify whether the Bibles were 
signed by him or by God.

He suggested he wants the FBI to go after Liz 
Cheney, one of his most prominent critics, who has 
“done egregious and unthinkable acts of crime” — by 
participating in the congressional probe into the 
Jan. 6 insurrection.

He took the stage at a MAGA convention shortly 
after a comedian announced that “women are not 

qualified to be in charge of the Secret Service,” 
that “January 6th really was the FBI guided tour of 
the Capitol,” that “I’m just not sure Haiti is sending 
us their best cat-eating, rapist cannibals,” and that 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky “is  
 obviously a cokehead” who is “always saying 
delusional s---.”

The president-elect told the crowd at the same 
convention that “woke is bulls---.” He proclaimed a 
nonexistent 300-fold increase in autism and  
 overstated fentanyl deaths by a factor of four. He 
announced that he “won by 36 points with young 
people” (he lost young voters). And he defensively 
insisted that he had not “ceded the presidency to 
Elon Musk.”

At a news conference this month, Trump displayed 
his startling lack of curiosity about the world, even 
after four years as president. “I spoke to over 
100 countries. You wouldn’t believe how many 
countries there are,” he said. (I believe there are 195.) 
He claimed “small business optimism took a 41-point 
jump” since his election. (Actual jump: eight points.) 
And he alleged that the Biden administration, in an 
“almost criminal act,” was trying to thwart him by 
selling off construction material for the border wall. 
(The sale was required by the National Defense 
Authorization Act — supported by Republicans.)

These are all minor kerfuffles compared with 
what’s coming in the new year. First, House Speaker 
Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) will try to retain the 
speakership as hard-liners threaten a repeat of their 
humiliation of Kevin McCarthy in 2023. Then come 
the Senate confirmation battles over Trump’s exotic 
cast of nominees: conspiracy theorist Tulsi Gabbard 
to be director of national intelligence, hard-drinking 
Fox News host Pete Hegseth to run the Pentagon, 
anti-vaxxer RFK Jr. to be health secretary and Trump 
avenger Kash Patel to run the FBI.

Matt Gaetz, Trump’s first choice to be attorney 
general, said last week that his doomed nomination 
“moved the Overton window just a bit” and made 
Gabbard, Kennedy and Patel seem more acceptable 
by comparison. He might be right about that. On 
Monday, the House Ethics Committee released its 
much-anticipated report finding that Gaetz regularly 

F
or a guy who hates to exercise, President-
elect Donald Trump has been uncharacteris-
tically active over the past few weeks. His 
fitness regimen: a grueling circuit of back-

pedals, climbdowns and walkbacks.
He said, in his victory speech, “I’m not going to start 

wars — I’m going to stop wars.” Now he is repeatedly 
threatening to take Greenland from   Denmark, seize 
the Panama Canal and annex Canada.

He declared on Dec. 20 that “we should never 
make a deal” on government spending that doesn’t 
eliminate or extend the debt ceiling. Later that same 
day, more than 70 percent of House and Senate 
Republicans voted for a spending bill without a 
debt-limit extension — and Trump didn’t object.

He promised throughout the campaign to bring 
prices down. Now he says doing so could be “very 
hard.”

He promised to round up and deport 20 million 
migrants. Now his appointee to be “border czar,” Tom 
Homan, tells The Post’s Nick Miroff that “I don’t see 
this thing as being sweeps and the military going 
through neighborhoods.” Instead, he says it will be a 
“targeted” operation aimed at the much smaller 
number of migrants who have criminal records.

Trump promised to have the war in Ukraine 
“settled in one day, 24 hours.” In a news conference at 
Mar-a-Lago this month, he called the Ukraine-Russia 
conflict a “tough one” that would be “more difficult” 
to resolve than the fighting in the Middle East.

He vowed to let vaccine skeptic Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr. “go wild” with the nation’s health policy. Now, 
Trump says RFK Jr. is “going to be much less radical 
than you would think” — while offering a personal 
endorsement of the polio vaccine, invented in the 
early 1950s: “Dr. Jonas Salk did a great job.” Amazing 
job, Jonas! You’re being recognized more and more.

He persecuted transgender people at virtually 
every campaign stop and in a famous campaign ad. 
Now he says “it’s a very small number of people we’re 
talking about” and told a Time magazine interviewer 
he agrees there are more important issues than 
which bathroom a transgender member of Congress 
will use.

The next event in Trump’s backpedaling decath-
lon: his beloved tariffs. His pick for commerce 
secretary, Howard Lutnick, has already called 
Trump’s oft-threatened tariffs a mere “bargaining 
chip” to start negotiations. “When you’re running for 
office, you make broad statements so people under-
stand you,” Lutnick told CNBC. And Trump, after a 
campaign of China-bashing, is back to exalting Xi 
Jinping. “He’s an amazing guy,” Trump said of the 
Chinese dictator. “The press hates when I say that, 
but he’s an amazing person.”

Trump’s demanding routine of rhetorical reverse-
lunges has worried MAGA hard-liners, particularly 
when it comes to his signature promise to carry out 
“the largest deportation operation” in U.S. history. 
“Trump Allies Fear Watered Down Deportation  
 Efforts,” announced the Wall Street Journal. These 
allies are apparently shocked to discover that Trump 
does not always keep his word.

Trump’s post-election moves to distance himself 
from his campaign promises probably reflect less a 
change of heart than a nod to reality. For all his 
dubious claims about a “mandate” and a “landslide” 
(he won less than 50 percent of the popular vote and 
beat Kamala Harris by only 1.5 percentage points), 
his prospects for success simply aren’t that bright.

As the recent spending-bill debacle in the House 
shows, this Republican majority can’t even handle 
the basic function of keeping the lights on without 
lurching into crisis — and Trump’s term will begin 
with an effective GOP House majority of a single vote. 
The $2 trillion in annual spending cuts promised by 
Elon Musk, the replacement of renewable energy 
with “drill, baby, drill,” and Trump’s call for the 
biggest tax cut in history simply aren’t going to 
happen. At the same time, it’s a safe bet that Trump 
won’t shock the economy by deporting millions of 
people, nor will he launch a trade war with across-
the-board tariffs of 100 percent. That’s because the 
thing Trump prizes almost as much as his own vanity 
is the stock market; his slate of relatively convention-
al Republican economic advisers suggests he won’t 
intentionally blow things up.

This is all of little comfort, however, because the 
menace of Trump is less in the policies he has 
announced than in the impulsive and inexplicable 
things he will do, without forewarning or any 
apparent forethought. The greatest danger is in the 
chaos, in the constant stream of needless crises he 
creates. He doesn’t govern by ideology; he governs by 
whim.

Few, for example, had “war with Panama” on their 
bingo cards before this past week — just as almost 
nobody had “government shutdown” on their cards 
before Trump’s ubiquitous sidekick, “President 
Musk,” sent us to the brink of one. Musk, fresh from 
the crisis he fabricated on Capitol Hill, moved on to 
endorse the far-right Alternative for Germany party, 
an anti-Muslim and antisemitic extremist organiza-
tion, in German elections. (It was only the latest 
flirtation with the extreme right by Musk, whose 
maternal grandfather in Musk’s native South Africa 

paid for sex, including from a 17-year-old girl in 2017, 
possessed cocaine and ecstasy, and violated House 
rules and state and federal laws governing prostitu-
tion and statutory rape.

Trump certainly knew the general allegations 
against Gaetz, if not all of the salacious details, when 
he tapped the former Republican congressman from 
Florida to run the Justice Department. But he did it 
anyway. 

That is the danger of Trump. On a whim, he taps a 
moral reprobate to be the nation’s highest-ranking 
law enforcement official. On another impulse, he 
calls for a government shutdown. In yet another 
moment of caprice, he threatens Denmark and 
Panama. This is how we will live for the next four 
years: Crisis is always going to be a tweet away.

D
emocrats have been in a slough of despond in 
the weeks since the election. Trump has been 
enjoying the sort of honeymoon he didn’t have 

in 2016. Foreign leaders and business titans have 
been flocking to Mar-a-Lago, where Trump marveled 
that “everybody wants to be my friend.” Polls show 
Trump’s favorability improving and a majority ap-
proving of his handling of the transition. A cowering 
ABC News agreed to pay $15 million rather than test 
Trump’s defamation claims in court. There has been 
no sign of the “resistance” that pushed back against 
Trump’s excesses eight years ago. Democrats have 
been pointing fingers at Biden and Harris and 
drafting manifestos on how to save the party.

Doug Sosnik, a veteran Democratic strategist, has 
a word of advice for his demoralized comrades: 
Relax. The transformation of the party will happen 
“organically,” he told me. “It’s not going to be a bunch 
of elite, elected officials and operatives sitting 
around a conference table in Washington figuring 
out how to get these people in America to like us.” 
Rather, Sosnik sees the party developing into an 
“outsider, populist party” from the grass roots.

In some ways, it’s the mirror image of what 
happened after the 2008 election, in which the 
outsider tea party movement, and ultimately Trump, 
emerged as a backlash against President Barack 
Obama. At first, Republicans were reeling from their 
losses, which were far heavier than Democrats’ were 
this year. But congressional GOP leaders, particularly 
House Minority Whip Eric Cantor (Virginia) and 
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell   (Kentucky), 
met secretly even before Obama was sworn in to hatch 
plans for a comeback — based entirely on opposing 
everything the new president did. “If he was for it, we 
had to be against it,” then-Sen. George Voinovich, an 
Ohio Republican, explained in   Michael Grunwald’s 
2012 book on the era.

Democrats needn’t oppose Trump reflexively and 
mindlessly, as Republicans did Obama. They just 
need to hold the line when Trump does something 
truly egregious, as he did when, with Musk, he blew 
up the bipartisan spending bill. House Minority 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) maintained 
impressive unity: All but three House Democrats 
stood against the Trump-ordered scheme to suspend 
the debt ceiling; then, when Republicans returned 
to something like the original deal, Jeffries delivered 
the “yea” votes of all but one Democrat.

“In the short term, Democrats have lost control of 
their own destiny,” Sosnik argued. “The opportunity 
in the short term is largely or entirely based on what 
the Republicans do.” Luckily for the opposition 
party, Trump has already shown what Republicans 
are going to do: make a mess.

Even during the transition, Trump’s mess-making 
has been so consuming that it has stolen all 
attention from the sitting president. This has pro-
duced grumbling from some Democrats, which in 
turn has produced a spate of Biden-is-invisible 
reports.

The New York Times observed that Biden has 
“absented himself from the debate convulsing the 
country.” The Washington Examiner opined on 
“Biden’s disappearance.” Britain’s Telegraph report-
ed that “Joe Biden has vanished.” The Hill’s headline 
described Biden as “AWOL.”

Much of this appears to be the product of circular 
reasoning. Media outlets have been covering Biden 
less as they (understandably) focus on Trump’s daily 
outrages. Then, based on the lack of coverage Biden 
is receiving, they conclude that he has disappeared. 
In fact, the missing-in-action Biden negotiated a 
ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah, visited the 
Amazon rainforest and Angola, hurried more funds 
out the door under the infrastructure bill and the 
Chips and Science Act (two of his administration’s 
signature achievements), and implemented a flurry 
of rules covering obesity drugs, wages for the 
disabled and more.

At the White House holiday party for the press on 
Dec. 20, the invisible president and the first lady 
stood for hours to shake hands and pose for photos 
with some 300 journalists and their guests. In what 
was either a technical error or a cheeky gesture, the 
White House then sent each of the 300 photographs 
to all of the attendees — irrefutable evidence of the 
president standing with representatives of the very 
news organizations that have reported him missing.

dana Milbank

Out: Trump’s campaign pledges. In: War with Denmark.
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A man dressed as a Revolutionary War soldier rides his horse to attend a campaign rally for Donald 

Trump in Indiana County, Pennsylvania, on Sept. 23.

Read: Actually, why read? AI will summarize 
things for you! Much easier than reading, and a good 
way to prevent new thoughts from getting into your 
head, which could be dangerous and lead to discon-
tent with the present state of the world. Plus, think of 
the time you’ll save — time you can spend dating and 
getting to know people.

Date and Get to Know People: Even better news! 
Dating apps will soon be incorporating AI into their 
interfaces, helping you become known and beloved 
for witty ripostes that you did not write! Don’t worry, 
this worked out well for everyone in “Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” and I can’t imagine it going worse for you. 
Plus, your new significant other will probably be 
using AI as well. This will add a delightful element of 
surprise to your relationship because each time you 
meet in person, it’ll feel like you hardly know each 
other! Have things in common? Who knows! What 
matters is that you stay together for your respective 
AIs. (If this makes you feel glum, don’t worry: You can 
make art about it.)

A
rtificial intelligence and the year 2025: two 
things that are being inflicted on us whether 
we want them or not!

Some people are grumpy about how AI 
seems to be everywhere. “Let it stick to identifying 
cancer cells, and leave us alone,” they grumble. But 
not I! I, for one, am excited to be relieved of the burden 
of doing things myself.

Here are just a few of the frustrating, painful tasks 
that AI is going to take care of for us in the coming 
year, freeing us to spend more time on what really 
matters.

Write Letters to Your Favorite Athletes and  

 Other Icons: AI will handle this. It’ll make certain 
that your letters are now full of thrilling typos and 
confident but incorrect pronouncements about how 
many R’s are in “strawberry.” People hate to hear from 
others, so this will save both you and your favorite 
athlete precious time — which she can spend practic-
ing and you can spend increasing your social isola-
tion! This will give you more time to read.

Make Art: Why bother making art, though? Stick 
it, prehistoric cave painters! Art is not a primal urge of 
the human soul — you should feel ashamed for even 
typing a sentence like that. It is something to be 
automated away. Are your drawings less than perfect? 
Unable to make your sketches match what is in your 
head? Just delegate it to AI. That won’t quite look how 
you wanted either, but at least you won’t get better at 
making art in the process. Plus, this buys you more 
time to create value for your employer.

Create Value for Your Employer: Uh oh! Your 
employer went to a conference where somebody said 
that AI was the future, and now she refuses to stop 
incorporating it into everything, whether people 
want it or not. Now she is training AI to do your job! 
Oh well, in your unemployment, you will be able to 
message your friends!

Message Your Friends: On third thought, why 
waste time communicating with other useless bags of 
meat? Let AI take care of this. Trying to respond to your 
friend’s newly posted photos of her baby? AI will free 

you from the onerous burden of having to say how 
chubby those cheeks are or how great that smile is. You 
can rest assured that it will leave a much more produc-
tive comment like, “Not enough fingers!” Now, use the 
extra time to bone up on your knowledge of trivia!

Learn Trivia: Unfortunately, any time you ask a 
smart device a question about anything, you can’t 
assume it won’t give you a response tainted with 
AI hallucinations! We can no longer know for sure if 
Canada even exists, and this uncertainty is kind of 
stressful! Hope the stress doesn’t cause you to have 
any medical emergencies that send you running to 
Google in search of an answer.

Have a Medical Emergency That Causes You to 

Google Something: Uh oh! You’re having a medical 
emergency and Googled something, and AI included 
in its summary of the results something that is 
medically unsafe and you should not do! Well, at least 
you got to enjoy all the good parts of being alive.

All the Good Parts of Being Alive: AI will handle 
this.

alexandra Petri

Good news! 2025 will be full of AI!

MATiAs DelAcroix/AP

A cargo ship passes through the Panama Canal on Sept. 2.
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Those are the wars that we see. Far from the 
cameras, the nightmare in Sudan has killed more 
than 60,000 people over the past 14 months, 
according to a November study by the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Saudis 
and Emiratis are pumping money to different 
warlords in this conflict. Even people who follow 
Sudan closely have trouble explaining what it’s 
about.

And then there’s the war in Congo, with a level of 
human suffering and death that dwarfs even these 
other terrible conflicts. A recent Amnesty Interna-
tional report estimates that more than 6 million 
people have died since 1998 in the endless fighting 
there. Many have died of famine and disease; more 
than 1.5 million women have been raped.

Peace is a universal human aspiration. We pray 
for it in every faith and language. But we need to 
look in the mirror and admit that in 2024, the world 
failed miserably in containing the scourge of war.

ruTh marCuS

The legal system’s epic fail
“Donald Trump has made a career of manipulat-

ing the legal system to his advantage, evading 
responsibility for alleged misconduct and deploying 
litigation as a weapon against adversaries,” I wrote 
as 2024 dawned. “This could be the year the tables 
turn — if the courts rise to the occasion.”

My optimism, though guarded, could not have 
been more misplaced.

Trump began the year confronting two federal 
indictments and a pair of cases brought by prosecu-
tors in New York and Georgia. He ended it a felon — 
but also the president-elect.

If the question at the start of the year was 
whether Trump could be held legally accountable 
for his actions, and whether that could be accom-
plished in time for voters to weigh the result, the 
answer was a resounding “no.”

For the legal system, this was an epic failure. The 
chief responsibility for the dismal outcome rests 
with the Supreme Court’s six conservative justices. 
Not only did Trump evade responsibility — with 
conservatives’ help — but he also created a once- 
 unimaginable and remarkably broad zone of immu-
nity from criminal liability for himself and future 
presidents. The court rose to the occasion, all right, 
but on Trump’s behalf.

And so, the federal cases against Trump, instead 
of being brought to trial as they should have, limped 
along. In D.C., the Jan. 6 election interference case 
against Trump stalled while the immunity issue was 
being litigated. In Florida, U.S. District Judge Aileen 
M. Cannon bent over backward to tank the case 
against Trump over mishandling classified docu-
ments and obstruction of justice. With the election, 
both prosecutions fizzled because the Justice  
 Department has a policy against prosecuting sitting 
presidents.

Meanwhile, the Georgia election interference 
case against Trump effectively self-destructed in a 
seamy sideshow starring Fulton County District 
Attorney Fani T. Willis and the lawyer she brought 
in to oversee the prosecution — with whom she was 
also romantically involved. The coup de grâce was a 
Georgia appeals court ruling this month disqualify-
ing Willis and her office from prosecuting the case.

A jury did convict Trump of 34 felony counts in 
the one case against him that went to trial, involving 
hush money payments to adult-film actress Stormy 
Daniels and alleged falsification of business records 
concerning those payments. Ironically, this case was 
the weakest of the lot. And Trump is maneuvering 
now to have the conviction overturned and any 
sentencing delayed.

Legal consequences for Trump? The lesson of 
2024 was clear: Don’t hold your breath.

CaTherIne rampeLL

Clean energy’s uneven advance
We’re still a ways off from knowing whether we’ll 

turn away from fossil fuels in time to curb climate 

change, as I asked at the beginning of the year. But 
the United States took some encouraging steps, 
suggesting clean-energy technologies are becoming 
increasingly cost-competitive.

Among the highlights: Of all the new energy 
capacity added in the United States in the first half 
of 2024, 91 percent came from solar, wind and 
battery storage. All three probably continued ramp-
ing up in the latter half of the year, the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration reports.

In fact, solar capacity additions this year are 
expected to set an annual record (37 gigawatts, 
nearly double 2023’s total). Utilities are also antici-
pated to add a record amount of battery storage 
capacity in 2024, with Texas and California leading 
the way. Meanwhile, coal and natural gas plants are 
slowly being retired as they age and become less 
cost-competitive.

Electric and hybrid autos are gaining U.S. market 
share, too, reaching about one-fifth of U.S. auto 
sales in the third quarter of 2024. Similar trends are 
expected globally, especially since Chinese auto-
makers have become spectacularly efficient at 
producing high-quality, low-cost EVs.

This progress is partly thanks to government 
subsidies (here, in China and elsewhere). But much 
of the credit goes to human ingenuity and techno-
logical innovation. “Overall, renewables are on a 
steady path towards outcompeting traditional fossil 
fuel sources,” wrote Amhed Jameel Abdullah, senior 
research analyst at Wood Mackenzie, in a research 
release this fall.

Now for the less good news: Despite technologi-
cal progress, it remains infuriatingly difficult to 
build the clean-energy infrastructure that America 
needs for this transition. Bipartisan talks on 
permitting reform have again collapsed. State and 
local governments have added more obstacles. And 
as recently as this month, President Joe Biden, a 
major climate champion, announced yet another 
round of tariffs on solar imports. This will make 
expanding solar more expensive, not less.

Then there was last month’s U.N. Climate Change 
Conference, known as COP29, which was generally 
considered a failure.

In the long run, you still can’t beat the economics 
of renewables. After all, once you build the solar 
array or wind farm, the sunshine and wind are free, 
and battery advances are solving the intermittency 
problem. But government policies can either speed 
up this transition or slow it down, and it’s 
discouraging that even climate-conscious leaders 
often can’t get the incentives right.

Meanwhile, President-elect Donald Trump is 
trying to slow the clean-energy transition. He has 
tried to prop up coal and threatened to repeal 
Biden-era clean-energy subsidies. These subsidies 
have been a major windfall to Republican districts, 
so maybe — just maybe — the GOP will discover that 
clean energy is in its interests.

Leana S. Wen

A shifting paradigm in health care
The class of drugs that includes Ozempic and 

Mounjaro, known as GLP-1s, is more popular than 
ever. A recent KFF poll found that about 1 in 
8 American adults have taken them. Four in 10 with 
diabetes have tried them, as have more than 1 in 
5 with obesity or who are overweight.

Can these medications transform American 
health, as I asked at the start of the year? It seems so. 
The surge in use comes as a flurry of studies has 
demonstrated additional health benefits in cutting 
the risk of cardiovascular death, alleviating osteoar-
thritis, and treating liver and kidney disease. Some 
research suggests these drugs could help with 
opioid and alcohol addiction and even delay 
Alzheimer’s dementia.

More and more primary-care physicians have 
embraced the “obesity first” approach, recognizing 
that if they treat obesity aggressively, other chronic 
conditions often go away. This is a paradigm shift 
and an acknowledgment that obesity is both a 
disease in its own right and an underlying cause of 

many others.
The Biden administration, recognizing the 

emerging science and changing medical practice, 
proposed a rule last month that would allow 
Medicare and Medicaid to cover GLP-1s to treat 
obesity. This would dramatically cut out-of-pocket 
costs for millions of Americans using the drug. But 
it’s uncertain whether the incoming Trump admin-
istration will implement this change.

Donald Trump’s pick to lead the Department of 
Health and Human Services, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 
has railed against GLP-1s, calling them symptomatic 
of America’s addiction to prescription drugs and 
arguing that they lead to suicidal ideation (though 
both the Food and Drug Administration and Euro-
pean regulators have concluded that the evidence 
doesn’t support his claim). Instead, he has vowed to 
address obesity and other chronic diseases by 
reforming the food industry.

Kennedy is correct to emphasize prevention of 
these diseases. I just hope the incoming administra-
tion will not leave behind patients who already have 
them and are benefiting from effective treatments.

daVId Von drehLe

The American song goes on
My big question a year ago had to do with a 

seeming paradox: One of America’s defining crea-
tions and most influential exports — our popular 
music — has roots in some of our most difficult and 
even shameful history. I held up Ray Charles as a 
model of this disturbing and wonderful alchemy:

“Born in Jim Crow Georgia, orphaned in segre-
gated Florida, blind from childhood, the man 
reportedly dubbed by Frank Sinatra as ‘the only true 
genius in show business’ was a great conglomerator 
of sounds and rhythms. He inhaled the Delta blues, 
Appalachian folk music, Chicago jazz, Texas swing, 
Sunday morning gospel and Tin Pan Alley tuneful-
ness — and exhaled the roots of soul.

“All those traditions express, in one way or 
another, the shadows of oppression and inequality, 
as well as the sunlight of joy and creativity.”

Two words — Taylor Swift — end any doubts 
about the continuing grip of American music on the 
world. Her recently concluded Eras Tour comprised 
149 shows on five continents, with gross receipts in 
the billions. But another event of 2024 spoke even 
more directly to the redemptive, connective power 
of this grassroots art.

“The Greatest Night in Pop,” a documentary from 
director Bao Nguyen, took viewers into the studio 
for one of the most extraordinary sessions in music 
history. An American music hall of fame sang 
together from night until dawn in 1985 to record the 
fastest-selling pop single in history.

Conceived by Harry Belafonte, produced by 
Quincy Jones, written by Michael Jackson and 
Lionel Richie, “We Are the World” was created to 
raise money and awareness for African famine 
relief. The impulse behind the phenomenon was not 
exclusively American; British stars had already 
done something similar with “Do They Know It’s 
Christmas?” But no fan can watch the film (stream-
ing on Netflix) without marveling at the sheer 
creative genius of U.S. culture. Stevie Wonder is in 
the house, and so are Bob Dylan, Diana Ross, Bruce 
Springsteen, Paul Simon, Dionne Warwick, Willie 
Nelson, Tina Turner, Smokey Robinson, the Pointer 
Sisters, Kenny Rogers, Bette Midler, Al Jarreau, 
Cyndi Lauper, Huey Lewis — gotta stop now 
because we’re keeping this short.

Oh, and Ray Charles, greeted on his arrival in the 
studio as “the Statue of Liberty.”

Though I could not help but feel wistful at a 
glimpse of Charles and the reminder of Jackson’s 
ineffably sweet voice and the sight of the seminal 
Jones at the mixing board, the film was not a relic of 
time long gone. The years since have added at least 
as many stars to the firmament as they have 
extinguished. Besides: Thanks to recording technol-
ogy, the stars live on.

One hears America singing through Nguyen’s 
film.

Karen TumuLTy

Who we are
David Axelrod, who was Barack Obama’s chief 

political strategist, likes to say that presidential 
campaigns are “MRIs for the soul.” He means they 
reveal the character of the candidates, but the same 
can be said of the character of the electorate.

At the beginning of the year, I raised the hoary 
phrase that we hear so often from politicians when 
the darkest currents of the American nature 
surface: “This is not who we are.” I wrote that, given 
the starkness of the presidential alternatives, no 
election in recent memory would show the nation’s 
values so clearly.

I stand by that. Donald Trump is returning to the 
White House having prevailed not only in the 
electoral college but also as just the second 
Republican in 36 years to win the popular vote. He 
did not hide who he is or how he intends to govern.

And unlike the first time he was elected, no one 
could have been under the illusion that he would 
grow in office. Voters knew that Trump would 
return to the White House even less inhibited, more 
dangerous to democratic norms.

It turns out a plurality in this country — or, at 
least, a slim one of those who are engaged enough to 
vote — actually welcome an authoritarian turn in 
how they are governed. Or, at least, they do now. 

They have lost faith in what democratic institutions 
have delivered, especially when it comes to their 
economic well-being and their hopes for the future 
of their children and grandchildren.

Republicans, however, should keep in mind that 
the White House has changed hands three times in 
the past decade; control of the House and the 
Senate has swung twice in that time. Because this is 
who we are: angry, disillusioned and impatient for 
results.

CoLberT I. KIng

A stress test for D.C.
Let’s cut to the chase. The D.C. government’s best 

hope is that the incoming Trump administration 
will make such a mess that Congress will be too busy 
straightening things out to bother attending to its 
Article I constitutional authority over the District. 
Short of that fortuitous development, it’s fair to say 
the D.C. government faces tough sledding in the 
coming years with our nation’s capital controlled at 
both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue by Republicans.

I posit this because at this time last year, I wrote 
that the biggest question facing the city in 2024 
was whether the current crop of D.C. elected 
leaders was up to the job of governing this city. The 
year-end answer is self-evident: The government is 
still standing and is not headed toward abject 
failure. But some things remain terribly wrong. 
And the 2025 issue is whether Mayor Muriel 
E. Bowser (D) and a D.C. Council led by Chairman 
Phil Mendelson (D) are up to tackling long- 
 festering problems while under the watchful eyes 
of President Donald Trump — who said at a 
January campaign rally that if elected again, he 
would “take over our horribly run capital.” Yes, 
candidate — now president-elect — Trump said: 
“We’re going to federalize it. We’re going to have 
the toughest law enforcement in the country.”

Where Trump and the GOP Congress will stand 
on D.C. come Inauguration Day is an open question. 
The city is likely to end the year with key violent 
crime statistics — homicides, assaults, robberies — 
pointing downward. But neighborhoods are still 
being swallowed by crime, juvenile offenders are 
getting younger, and city leaders talk more — 
without doing anything — about a youth rehabilita-
tion and services department that neither rehabili-
tates nor properly serves young people.

Millions of public dollars are shoveled out the 
door in the name of public safety. The only certainty 
is that money is being spent. On what and on whom 
are D.C. questions for the ages. Multimillion-dollar 
contracts and grants to meet social and housing 
needs are steered and administered by a bureaucra-
cy for which there is scant accountability.

On top of that looms Trump White House budget 
office scrutiny of D.C. spending that must ultimately 
win congressional approval. It is safe to say, though, 
that with a new sheriff in town in the form of a 
Trump-appointed U.S. attorney, and Trump- 
 appointed judges to the D.C. Superior Court and the 
D.C. Court of Appeals, 2025 will be a stress test for 
the D.C. government. That test will determine the 
health and strength of self-governance.

daVId IgnaTIuS

Year of carnage
This was a year when the world shuddered at the 

horror of war but did nothing to stop it. The bodies 
piled up in Gaza and Ukraine, where cameras could 
see them, while still more people were dying in 
Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
mostly invisible.

The “big question” that troubled me a year ago 
was whether the spread of war could be stopped. 
The answer a year later is a resounding, sickening 
“no.” Deterrence isn’t working; the conflict- 
 resolution tools of the United Nations seem useless; 
the “rules-based order” championed by the United 
States is a lawless mess. Donald Trump was the only 
major presidential candidate who protested the 
spread of war in 2024. He was right about that.

These wars have been among the bloodiest of my 
lifetime. In Ukraine, Russia has lost more than 
600,000 dead and wounded, according to a recent 
U.S. report. Ukraine said in December that its dead 
and wounded total more than 400,000. That’s more 
than 1 million people dead or wounded. The Biden 
administration’s strategy has been to help Ukraine 
sustain this terrible attrition “as long as it takes.”

Israel’s wars to avenge the Oct. 7, 2023, Hamas 
terrorist attack roll on. In Gaza, the health ministry 
now counts more than 45,000 dead and over 
107,000 wounded from the relentless campaign 
against Hamas. The majority are almost certainly 
civilians. Israeli operations in Lebanon had killed 
more than 3,700 by late November, according to the 
Lebanese Health Ministry, and more than 1 million 
Lebanese were displaced from their homes.

The big unknowns of 2024?
Let’s revisit them.

Seven Post columnists began the year with a question each. Here’s how they answer them now.

WAshinGton Post illustrAtion; WAshinGton Post stAff; Getty imAGes; AP
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I
N JAPAN, the long-ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party suffered its worst defeat in over a decade, 
and Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba became 
leader of a minority government. In South 

Korea, the autocratic-leaning president declared 
martial law in an attempt to sideline the opposition-
led parliament but was forced to retreat six hours 
later, impeached and temporarily removed. France 
is in political paralysis with its fourth prime minis-
ter this year and no party with a majority in 
Parliament. Germany faces a period of political 
uncertainty after Chancellor Olaf Scholz lost a 
confidence vote, and with new elections next year, 
the far right is expected to make gains.

In the United States, voters chose Donald Trump 
for a second term with popular-vote and electoral-
vote victories, despite dire warnings from his critics 
that his return to the White House would threaten 
America’s democratic norms and institutions.

Autocrats are no doubt watching the political 
upheaval in the world’s most prominent democra-
cies with a mix of triumphalism and glee. The recent 
apparent chaos seems to confirm the autocrats’ view 
that the U.S.-led Western international order is in 
inexorable decline. Even democracy’s proponents 
might be forgiven for feeling dismayed by the past 
year and disillusioned about what next year might 
bring.

But angst and despair are not warranted.
Democracy overall faced a major test this year, or 

a series of tests, with about half the world’s popula-
tion in more than 50 countries going to the polls in 
national elections for presidents and parliaments 
(including votes for the European Parliament in all 
27 European Union countries). Many of this year’s 
contests brought surprises and upheavals. But by 
and large, the institutional guardrails have held. In 
most places where the voting was free and fair — and 
there are obvious exceptions — incumbents who lost 
accepted their defeats. Post-election violence was 
largely kept to a minimum.

Democracy, when it was allowed to function, 
worked exactly as it always has: It was messy and 
noisy and sometimes produced muddled outcomes 
with power divided and no clear winners and losers 
— in other words, a reflection of the polarized state 
of many modern societies.

To be sure, voters were in a foul mood this year 
and punished incumbents across the board. But the 
discontent was not ideological, as ruling parties of 
the left, right and center were pummeled at the 
polls.

Voters in Britain turfed out the Conservative Party 

after 14 years and a revolving door’s list of prime 
ministers in favor of Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s 
Labour Party. In France, President Emmanuel  
 Macron’s centrists lost to parties of the far left and the 
far right, leaving Parliament hamstrung with no 
working majority. American voters rejected   President 
Joe Biden’s chosen successor, Vice President Kamala 
Harris. And voters in Canada appear to have tired of 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau after nine years in 
power and multiple scandals; he has lost support 
even within his ruling Liberal Party.

Voters in Africa turned against ruling parties and 
voted for opposition parties and candidates in 
Senegal, Ghana, Mauritius and Botswana. In all of 
those cases, the humbled incumbents accepted the 
will of the voters, demonstrating that a peaceful 
transfer of power after an election is not just a 
European or North American concept.

In South Africa, the African National Congress, 
the continent’s most storied liberation movement, 
lost its parliamentary majority and was forced to 
enter into a coalition with the moderate, reform-
minded Democratic Party. Similarly, in India, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party suffered a surprise loss of its majority and was 
forced into a coalition to retain power.

Voters, when given a real choice, opted for greater 
freedom and closer ties with the West and rejected 
attempts at intimidation, manipulation and disin-
formation. In Taiwan, they brushed aside China’s 
attempts to sow fear and instead elected President 
Lai Ching-te, also known as William Lai, whom 
Beijing excoriated as an independence advocate. In 
Georgia, the ruling pro-Russian, anti-E.U. Georgian 
Dream party held on to power in a disputed contest 
that opponents say was rigged. And results in 
Romania, in which a pro-Russian presidential can-
didate won the first round, were canceled by the 
courts amid allegations of Russian interference.

It’s difficult to draw firm conclusions across 
countries and continents with differing histories 
and political traditions. But one is that democracy is 
proving more resilient than its critics — and even 
many of its advocates — had thought.

Democracy can be chaotic and cumbersome. 
Across the world, people want their democratic 
governments to work better at solving problems, 
and they are willing to turn out incumbents who 
don’t deliver. But as brave South Koreans showed 
when they defied soldiers in the middle of the night 
and stood up against the short-lived martial law 
decree, people prefer democratic systems above all 
the alternatives — and rightly so.
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Democracy in 2024 
was noisy and chaotic.

It was also resilient. 

EdiTOrial
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Top left: An election watch party is held at Love City Brewing in Philadelphia on Nov. 5. 

Top right: Election workers assist voters in Dearborn, Michigan, on Nov. 5.

Middle left: A voter casts his ballot during Senegal’s parliamentary elections on Nov. 17.

Middle right: British Prime Minister Keir Starmer  steps out of 10 Downing Street on July 9. 

Above: Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te, center left, and Taiwanese Vice President Hsiao Bi-khim, 

center right, outside the headquarters of the Democratic Progressive Party in Taipei on Jan. 13. 
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V
iewed in a bemused spirit, 
2024 provided (in Mark Twain’s 
words) “not merely food for 
laughter,” but “an entire ban-

quet.” Begin with the Texan who, prepar-
ing to run for president, changed his 
name to Literally Anybody Else. John 
F. Kerry, the Democrats’ 2004 nominee 
and, in 2024, the State Department’s 
designated climate worrier, said people 
would “feel better” about the war in 
Ukraine if Russia would “make a greater 
effort to reduce emissions.” War criminals 
should minimize their carbon footprints.

A whistleblower charged that a federal 
supervisor directed workers responding 
to Hurricanes Helene and Milton to 
“avoid homes advertising Trump.” Miss 
Sassy, the Springfield, Ohio, cat police 
were told might have tempted hungry 
Haitian immigrants, was found healthy 
in her owner’s basement. Online appli-
cants for some positions in Kamala 
Harris’s campaign were invited to say 
whether they are “he/him,” “she/her,” 
“they/them,” “xe/xem,” “ze/hir,” “ey/em,” 
“hir/hir,” “fae/faer” or “hu/hu.” At a 
post-election seminar, a senior official of 
the campaign pronounced it “flawless.” 
The day after the election, various uni-
versities provided milk, cookies, coloring 
books, Legos, “reflection spaces” and 
“destress sessions” for young adults 
“struggling” with the election results.

A Page 1 New York Times headline 
announced a discovery: “Progressive  
 Ideals Losing a Grip on the Country.” The 
story did not disclose when the country 
was in this grip. Rwanda, unlike America, 
evidently is not polarized: Paul Kagame, 
president since 2000, won reelection with 
99.18 percent of the vote. South Dakota 
Republican Gov. Kristi L. Noem, asked 
about her memoir claiming that she had 
once met with North Korea’s Kim Jong 
Un, said this “anecdote” has since been 
“adjusted.” According to Democratic vice-
presidential candidate Tim Walz, social-
ism is “neighborliness.” 

Cuba, where neighborliness is strict, 
cut from 80 grams to 60 grams  
 (2.1 ounces) its subsidized daily ration of 
bread. When German troops volunteered 
to help Poland recover from flooding, 
Poland’s prime minister told his nation, 
“If you see German soldiers, don’t panic.” 
It was learned that in 2023, Amtrak lost 
$1.7 billion but scraped together “incen-
tive” bonuses of more than $200,000 each 
for 14 executives.

In his 1867 poem “Dover Beach,” not-
ing the decline of religion, Matthew 
Arnold evoked “the sea of faith” retreat-
ing with a “long, withdrawing roar.” In 
2024, the ersatz religion of “diversity, 
equity and inclusion” emitted a long, 
withdrawing whimper. Many corpora-
tions (e.g., Walmart, the nation’s largest 
private-sector employer) reconsidered 
the employee indoctrination and racial 
spoils system dictated by DEI orthodoxy. 
Even academia, always the last to learn, 
awakened to the obvious: Wokeness, 
including mandatory statements of DEI 
groveling by faculty applicants, is incom-
patible with intellectual freedom. A fed-
eral judge handling litigation concerning 
the crashes of two Boeing 737 Max jets 
that killed 346 people was unamused by 
the Justice Department’s “diversity and 
equity” provisions when choosing the 
monitor of Boeing’s compliance with its 
plea deal. Eighty-four percent of San 
Francisco voters supported restoring  
 algebra to middle schools, it having been 
banished to serve “equity.” A Virginia 
school district paid $575,000 recom-
pense to a teacher fired for mis- 
 pronouning. When the New York-New 
Jersey region experienced an earthquake, 
the Green Party candidate for Senate in 
New Jersey said: “We never get earth-
quakes. The climate crisis is real.”

Illinois’ legislature passed a bill renam-
ing some “offenders” as “justice-impacted 
individuals.” Five crime-busting Missis-
sippi cops arrested a 10-year-old for pee-
ing behind his mother’s car. He was 
sentenced to three months’ probation, 
with drug tests at his probation officer’s 
discretion. Embracing today’s rule “Never 
miss an opportunity to criminalize some-
thing,” an Ohio legislator, incensed not by 
the rioters but by their excuse for rioting, 
proposed legislation making it a felony to 
plant a visiting team’s flag at the center of 
Ohio State’s football field. Elsewhere in 
education, Chicago’s teachers unions 
(a.k.a. the city’s government) pronounced 
it “misogynistic” to report that 4 in 
10 Chicago public school teachers (medi-
an salary: $95,000) were “chronically 
absent.”

Brooklyn’s PS 261, where the “Arab 
Cultural Arts” program is funded by 
Qatar, had a map of the Middle East with 
Israel omitted. An Amnesty International 
report this year began: “On 7 October 
2023, Israel embarked on a military offen-
sive …” One wonders why. The New York 
Times reported that on Oct. 9, 2023, 
“senior administrators at Harvard  
 University” removed the word “violent” 
from the description of Hamas’s attacks 
because a dean explained that it “sounded 
like assigning blame.”

In Bolivar, Missouri, Bill Pool, who 
was born when his father was 80, will 
turn 100 in January. Bill, reportedly the 
last living son of a Civil War veteran, 
survived 2024, perhaps laughing all the 
way.

george F. WIll

Thanks for 
the laughs, 
2024

 rising domestic social unrest.
B. Publication of a secret memoir dictated by Qin 
Gang, former foreign minister, who was   arrested in 
June 2023.
C. Coup rumors in Beijing as top military leaders turn 
on President Xi Jinping because of his purge of the 
army’s leadership and removal of the military’s  
 “special status.”
D. Alibaba’s AI system, called Qwen, emerges as the 
world’s most popular large language model, beating 
out OpenAI’s ChatGPT, Meta’s Llama, Google’s Gemini 
and Anthropic’s Claude.
E. China steps up preparations for a military assault 
on Taiwan as Trump feuds with Taiwanese President 
Lai Ching-te.
F. None of the above.

5. The breakout bestseller of 2025 will be:

A. Barry Diller’s memoir of his life as a media mogul, 
“Who Knew.”
B. Rick Atkinson’s second volume of his trilogy about 
the Revolutionary War, “The Fate of the Day.”
C. Robert Wright’s “The God Test: Artificial  
 Intelligence and Our Coming Cosmic Reckoning.”
D. Graydon Carter’s “When the Going Was Good,” 
his memoir about editing Spy and Vanity Fair.
E. Ron Chernow’s biography “Mark Twain.”
F. None of the above.

6. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un will stun

the world in 2025 by:

A. Hosting Trump in Pyongyang and ordering his army 
to play “YMCA” when Trump arrives at Sunan Airport.
B. Mending fences with Japan’s prime minister, 
Shigeru Ishiba, and challenging him to a “friendly” 
sumo wrestling match.
C. Firing missiles at U.S. military bases in South Korea 
and Japan and launching a drone attack on Guam.
D. Meeting Trump in Singapore and signing an  
 unverifiable “agreement” to limit his country’s nuclear 
weapons program.
E. Traveling to the United States and visiting both  
 Disney World and Universal Studios theme parks in 

Orlando — and suggesting a bidding war about which 
one will open a branch in Pyongyang.
F. None of the above.

7. The world will move closer to nuclear war

in 2025 when:

A. The United States shoots down on launch Russia’s 
Sputnik S, a killer satellite designed to destroy all  
 satellites in low Earth orbit with the radiation from a 
nuclear explosion.
B. China responds to U.S. military deployments in  
 Taiwan with a cyberattack that temporarily   disables 
communications, electricity and water facilities across 
the United States.
C. Iran attacks the U.S. naval base in Bahrain as  
 American and Israeli planes strike Iran’s nuclear  
 facilities deep underground at Fordow.
D. Russia counters America’s plan to build an  
 AI-driven shield of directed energy weapons,  
 developed by OpenAI and Anduril, with an orbital 
bombardment system that can launch missiles from 
space.
E. None of the above.

8. The big economic news of 2025 will be:

A. Bold action by the Trump administration to reduce 
the U.S. deficit, triggering a surge in the stock and 
bond markets.
B. A stock market sell-off triggered by Trump  
 administration tax cuts, increased defense spending 
and other steps that sharply increase the deficit.
C. A steep rise in food and construction prices  
 triggered by the Trump administration’s deportation 
of immigrants who work in those sectors.
D. A sharp increase in unemployment as AI begins 
to replace tens of millions of jobs across the  
 U.S. economy.
E. The European Union fragments as the Trump  
 administration applies selective trade policies to help 
countries it likes and punish those it doesn’t.
F. None of the above.

here’s what i think: 1. a; 2. all true; 3. a; 4. d; 5. b; 6. d; 7. e; 8. b.

wanted to give me a hug from son to 
mother. At that moment, a shiver of 
excitement ran through me from the 
closeness and from his courage. His 
decision to bestow such a simple yet 
priceless gift made me realize I have not 
stopped being a mother for a moment. 
This is an enormous power, and I have 
full control of when I choose to use it.

Weeks later, I joined an online meet-
ing of the forum’s women’s group. One of 
the Palestinian women stopped mid- 
 sentence to say she had just heard an 
explosion near her house. She did not 
know where her son was. She apologized 
and left the meeting to look for him.

My heart was with that Palestinian 
mother. I was thrown back to the excruci-
ating days when we did not know what 

had happened to Laor — endless terror 
and chaos, vacillating between hope and 
despair.

For me, those moments ended with the 
news that no mother, Israeli or Palestin-
ian, should hear.

I sent the Palestinian mother a mes-
sage in the hope that she would know 
that there is a Jewish mother who is 
praying for the safety of her son and the 
wholeness of her heart.

And in that moment, I began to find 
the answer to my question. The reason 
for living as a mother to a son who is 
gone.

I believe that the way to make real 
change in the world is through people: 
through humanity and empathy, and 
through encounters that bring hearts 

closer together. In the end, our painful 
experiences can teach us purpose and 
lead us to commonality and eventually 
peace.

Before another year closes, before 
more innocent lives are lost, I encourage 
everyone to listen from your heart and 
support an end to the suffering of inno-
cent civilians in Gaza and the release of 
Israeli hostages. The sanctity of human 
life is more important than any conflict. 
Support the healing process. Support 
mothers and sons and fathers and 
daughters. Support an end to the war 
now. Support peace.

the writer is an israeli american and former 

facilitator of women’s circles and emotional 

counseling.

BY MICHAL HALEV

O
n the evening of Oct. 11, 2023, 
just days after the tragedy of 
Oct. 7, my world came to a 
standstill. I learned that Laor, my 

beloved only child, was one of 364 con-
certgoers killed at the Nova festival 
where he was celebrating life, music and 
the companionship of his friends.

At that moment, I entered a chapter of 
life I had never imagined: being the 
living mother of a dead child.

Since then, I have embarked on a 
journey to search for meaning and for a 
reason to live in a world without my 
child. He was 20, over 6-foot-4 — our 
“Gentle Giant,” you could always pick 
him out in a crowd. He was a loving and 
gentle young person, a generous friend 
always caring for the well-being of oth-
ers, who loved music and began his 
career as a DJ. I began to ask: How could 
his death not be meaningless?

I only started to peek out of my den of 
pain once I connected with new friends: 
the extended family of the bereaved — a 
family none of us chose to belong to. I 
then met peers from the Parents Circle-
Families Forum, a group of more than 
750 bereaved Palestinians and Israelis 
who have lost an immediate family mem-
ber to the conflict — and, perhaps most 
notably, have found solace in their 
shared belief that Israelis and Palestin-
ians must speak with one voice to bring 
an end to violence, to find reconciliation 
and to make peace.

In September, the forum asked me to 
speak publicly for the first time about 
Laor’s death. I hesitated but realized I 
wanted to do it. I wanted to share my 
story — and his story.

My peers and I spoke at a rally in 
Union Square in New York. We traveled 
more than 5,000 miles from where I lost 
my son. We came together to talk freely 
about ending the war and returning 
hostages. And when I finished speaking, 
still trembling from the experience of 
exposing my pain in front of strangers, a 
fellow bereaved Palestinian approached 
me and asked permission to embrace in 
a hug.

His name was Arab Aramin, and he 

My son was murdered in Israel. I finally found a reason to live.

aNN kierNaN For the WashiNgtoN Post

I
t’s New Year’s, and foreign and domestic leaders 
are lining up to say nice things about   Donald 
Trump from sea to lake — or “Mar-a-Lago,” as the 
Spanish say. But Mr. President-elect, before the 

roller coaster ride begins, a   cautionary word from the 
late, great New York Times columnist William Safire: 
“The right to do something does not mean that doing 
it is right.”

My friend Safire began a tradition 41 years ago of a 
year-end quiz about what’s ahead in the new year, 
and I’ve tried to keep the franchise going for the past 
decade. So here are eight questions about the year 
ahead that combine “humint,” “rumint” and just 
plain nonsense.

I invite you to try to figure out which is which below. 
(No “right” answers here; just best   guesses.)

1. The big surprise in Ukraine in 2025 will be:

A. A ceasefire that suspends the war with Russia with-
out a formal peace agreement.
B. French and British troops enter Ukraine to provide 
a “security guarantee” separate from NATO.
C. Russia withdraws from all territory it has seized 
since its full-scale invasion in February 2022.
D. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky flies 
to D.C. to meet Russian President Vladimir Putin for 
peace talks at Camp David.
E. Zelensky is replaced as president after massive pub-
lic protests against giving up any territory as part of a 
settlement with Russia.
F. None of the above.

2. The Trump administration will be shocked

in 2025 when:

A. Military, FBI and CIA officers resign because of 
what they say is political interference with their oaths 
to serve the Constitution.
B. The Supreme Court rejects a Trump Justice  
 Department attempt to prosecute former special  
 counsel Jack Smith.
C. Europe retaliates for big tariff increases by  
 increasing its high-tech cooperation with China.
D. The Senate rejects Trump’s nominees for Defense, 
the FBI, and Health and Human Services.
E. Democrats support Trump’s trade, defense and  
 border policies.
F. None of the above.

3. The biggest Middle East news of 2025 will be:

A. Iran’s supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, steps down  
 because of ill health and is replaced by his son Mojtaba.
B. Syria’s deposed dictator, Bashar al-Assad, fatally 
falls down the stairs of a Moscow hotel. 
C. In the turmoil following Israel’s annexation of the 
West Bank, King Abdullah of Jordan moves to the 
United States.
D. Syria’s new ruler, opposition leader Ahmed 
al-Sharaa (formerly known as Abu Mohammed 
al-Jolani), proves to be a Middle Eastern “golden  
 unicorn”: an Arab-Muslim democratic leader.
E. Trump hosts Saudi leader Mohammed bin Salman 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the 
Rose Garden to celebrate the Saudi normalization 
“deal of the century.”
F. None of the above.

4. The “China surprise” of 2025 will be:

A. The resignation of Chen Yixin, minister of state  
 security, after infighting with his predecessor, Chen 
Wenqing, now the Politburo’s security chief, amid  

davId IgnatIus

What strange things does 2025 have
in store? Take my quiz to find out.

Julia Demaree NikhiNsoN/aP

The 2025 New Year’s numerals are displayed in New York’s Times Square on Dec. 18.

OPINION
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BY RACHEL WEINER

Amtrak apologized Friday for 
leaving passengers stranded at 
D.C.’s Union station the night 
after Christmas, saying a “mis-
communication” caused a train 
headed for new York to leave 
them behind.

The last train of the night 
from Roanoke to new York was 
set to leave Union station at 10 
p.m. on Thursday. But a passen-
ger, who shared his experience 
on Reddit, wrote that the doors 
to the train platform were never 
opened and no staff could be 
found to open it. The poster 
provided a copy of their ticket to 
The Washington Post and con-
firmed they had made the posts 
online but declined to speak on 
the record.

The train was initially delayed 
12 minutes, the poster said, and 
then it disappeared from signs 
announcing departures. so he 
and other passengers assumed 
the delay had increased without 
an announcement. Instead, 

checking the Amtrak website, 
they saw the train marked as 
having already departed. The 
passenger said it took until 
about 11 p.m. for an employee to 
explain to them what had hap-
pened. In a video he took, the 
crowd is told that the train left, 
“possibly thinking that there was 
no one getting on.”

Amtrak ridership is at an 
all-time high, both nationally 
and at Union station; almost 
half of the 33 million riders in 
the past fiscal year were on the 
northeast Corridor between 
new York and D.C.

Amtrak spokeswoman Kim-
berly Woods confirmed in a 
statement that the train “depart-
ed Washington Union station 
before all passengers were able 
to board.” she added: “Amtrak 
sincerely apologies for the mis-
communication that resulted in 
customers missing their train. 
We provided customers service 
on the next train, food and 
beverages, hotel accommoda-
tions and full refunds.”

The Amtrak boarding process 
in D.C., where people wait in 
long lines to get to the tracks, has 
been a source of rider frustration 
for years. Amtrak has said it 
wants to expand seating and 
recently added a temporary 
waiting area in Union station.

The passenger said on Reddit 
that a customer service repre-
sentative told him 110 people 
were affected, and that he got a 
refund, credit for future trips 
and a ticket on an Acela train the 
next morning. other expenses, 
he said he was told, could be filed 
with Amtrak’s corporate office.

It’s one of a few holiday snags 
for Amtrak’s northeast service. 
on sunday, downed overhead 
power wires led to service sus-
pensions and delays. The next 
day, several more trains were 
canceled because of signal power 
issues. Holiday flights were 
treacherous too — there were 
delays at Reagan national Air-
port on Christmas eve when a 
technical glitch grounded all 
American Airlines planes.

Amtrak apologizes after stranding 
holiday travelers at Union Station

BY JASMINE HILTON

D.C. police are investigating 
an alleged assault after a Chipot-
le employee had food flung at 
him by an irate customer in an 
incident recorded on camera, 
according to a police report.

In a viral video posted to X, a 
woman pushes and shoves em-
ployees behind the counter while 
yelling, “Watch out!” she then 
scoops toppings into a bowl be-
fore hurling the bowl into the 
face of the employee who tried to 
grab the food.

In the video, the woman ap-
pears to say something about 
employees earlier taking her 
food.

Chipotle consulted with D.C. 
police, and a police report has 
since been filed involving the 
guest, according to the company. 
The incident occurred Dec. 21 at 

its Rhode Island Row location on 
Washington Place northeast in 
Brentwood, according to the po-
lice report.

Police said in a statement 
Friday that the case is under 
investigation and that they have 
not identified a suspect.

The report, filed on Christmas 
eve, lists an offense of simple 
assault, naming the employee 
who had food thrown at him as a 
victim and the weapon as “other: 
food.”

A second offense of second- 
 degree theft is also in the report. 
Two “bowls of Chipotle” are list-
ed as stolen property, and Chipo-
tle is named as a victim. The 
bowls were valued at $40. At that 
price, the bowls would probably 
include extras such as double 
meat, guacamole or cheese 
sauce.

Chipotle has brought security 
to the restaurant during the 
investigation, the company said.

“At Chipotle, the health and 
safety of our employees is our 
greatest priority. We are grateful 
for their hard work every day and 
do not condone guests who mis-
treat our teams and fail to give 

them the respect they deserve,” 
Laurie schalow, chief corporate 
affairs officer, said in a state-
ment.

efforts to reach the employee 
Friday were unsuccessful.

In an interview with WUsA9, 
the employee said the customer 
had demanded a refund after 
claiming her delivery order was 
wrong.

When the store employees ex-
plained the refund had to be 
given through the delivery serv-
ice, he said, the woman took 
matters into her own hands.

The woman, who was not 
identified by reporters, told 
WUsA9: “I’m not saying what I 
did was right, and I’m not saying 
what I did was wrong.”

she claimed employees took 
her delivery order without giving 
it back after she asked them to 
remake her food, which led to her 
going behind the counter. The 
woman claimed she was also 
assaulted by employees. some-
one is seen pushing her in the 
video.

According to the police report, 
the woman left the store with a 
full bowl of food.

D.C. police investigate Chipotle fracas

Viral video of customer, 
workers fighting over her 
food order brings inquiry 

BY ELLIE SILVERMAN

All they knew was that the 
facilitators of the restorative jus-
tice program said the man 
charged with repeatedly tearing 
down the Pride flag outside their 
home was “ready.” A meeting was 
set. now the couple were walking 
into a community center to talk to 
him.

Michelle Logan and Jenna Bur-
nett said they sat in chairs set up 
in a circle inside the Arlington 
Mill Community Center in late 
september and began explaining 
to Matthew Henshaw how hurtful 
it was for them to see their Pride 
flag forcibly removed after they 
finally came out and moved in 
together. They said they told him 
that his actions made them feel 
unsafe in their own home — and 
that they wanted him to under-
stand why.

The conversation was part of 
the Heart of safety Restorative 
Justice Conferencing Program, 
which includes a meeting be-
tween the people charged in crim-
inal cases and the victims of the 
alleged crimes, in hopes of pro-
viding a pathway for young adults 
to be held accountable outside of 
traditional legal proceedings.

Logan and Burnett said they 
could not detail everything that 
occurred, but Logan said “we felt 
he was sincerely remorseful and 
that we were being heard.” Later, 
the couple assigned Henshaw to 
do “certain things that we 
thought would be helpful for his 
learning and for being a better 
ally,” Logan said, and he did them.

As a result, Arlington prosecu-
tors on Monday dismissed all 
charges against Henshaw, who 
was arrested this year and 
charged with three counts of bias-
motivated unlawful entry and 
three counts of petit larceny.

“He’s just a young man who 
went through this unfortunate 
incident, and he’s grown from it,” 
said his attorney, Damon D. Col-
bert, who declined to make his 
client available for an interview. 
“He did everything that was 
asked of him, and he’s moved on.”

Henshaw is among the 13 peo-
ple who have successfully com-
pleted the Heart of safety Restor-
ative Justice Conferencing Pro-
gram since it launched in 2023, 
Arlington Commonwealth’s At-
torney Parisa Dehghani-Tafti 
said.

This case seemed like a good fit 
see PRIDE fLAg on C2

After their 
Pride flag 
is taken, 
they forgive 

Couple and defendant 
meet through restorative 

justice program  in Va.

BY AARON WIENER

A court declined Friday to 
throw out the contested election 
results for two Advisory neighbor-
hood Commission seats repre-
senting American University’s 
campus, ruling that the city elec-
tion board’s assertion that some 
students had probably been given 
the wrong ballots was not enough 
to redo the race.

Adah nordan, 20, a candidate 
for one of the seats, had chal-
lenged the november election re-
sults because she suspected some 
voters in her district, 3e07, had 
mistakenly received ballots for the 
other American University dis-
trict, 3e08, as she herself had. The 
D.C. Board of elections asked a 
court this month to void the re-
sults for both districts and call 
new elections.

But on Friday, the D.C. Court of 
Appeals rejected that motion, con-
cluding that nordan and the 
board had not proved that signifi-
cant mistakes had produced erro-
neous results.

AnC commissioners in D.C. are 
unpaid but can wield meaningful 
influence over neighborhood is-
sues such as construction projects 
and liquor licenses. The 3e07 and 
3e08 districts are composed en-
tirely of American University stu-
dents.

In response to the ruling, nor-
dan said, “I accept this answer, of 
course, but I think that the system 
in which these things are decided 
is flawed.” she added, “I believe 
the Board of elections made a very 
large mistake.”

The elections in the two dis-
tricts consisted only of write-in 
candidates. When nordan re-
ceived her ballot, she realized it 
was for the wrong district and was 
able to get the right one. The re-
sults showed her getting only one 
vote — her own — although sev-
eral voters had filled in 3e08 bal-
lots with her name, meaning they 
didn’t count in 3e07. she suspect-
ed they’d been given the wrong 
ballots.

Meanwhile, another 3e07 can-
didate got two votes but hadn’t 
filed the paperwork to run and 
was deemed ineligible, so no win-
ner was declared.

The Board of elections asked 
see RuLINg on C2

Campus 
voting 
results 
to stand 

bAllots At issUe 

in two rAces At AU

Court rejects D.C.’s effort 
to redo elections for ANC  

Photos By MiChAel A. MCCoy For the WAshington Post

ABoVE: Army Pfc. Joshua Allen, 

with the 3rd Infantry Regiment 

Caisson Detachment, checks in 

with one of his charges. 

BELoW: soldiers and horses train 

on “postilion” riding at the  NoVA 

Equestrian Center in Aldie.

Army forges on with makeover 
of Arlington funeral caisson unit

BY KELSEY BAKER

aLDIE, Va. — standing beside the 
indoor horse arena, Army Lt. Col. 
Jason Crawford waved down the spot-
less barn aisle, where a few friendly 
noses poked out from stalls. Behind 
him, a young woman in a pink helmet 
trotted a stocky black gelding in the 
ring. one room over, another horse 
plodded along, splashing in an aquatic 
treadmill. six others exercised outside 
on soft rubbery footing.

The farm usually caters to regional 

high-dollar competitive dressage or 
jumping horses. But for now, the Army 
has exclusively leased this equine re-
habilitation facility as it attempts to 
overhaul its troubled caisson unit, the 
soldiers and horses that bring de-
ceased troops to their graves in Arling-
ton national Cemetery.

The program was paused for what 
was supposed to be six weeks in April 
2023 after the deaths of four Army 
horses highlighted neglectful living 
conditions in the Army stables.

see hoRsEs on C2

Horse deaths, disrepair
of stables prompt military
to seek expert intervention
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time they were unpacking their 
bags in their new Arlington 
home, they were comfortable be-
ing themselves. And they were so 
happy to be taking this next step 
together in their relationship.

Then, at 2:35 a.m. on Sept. 16, 
2023, their ring camera caught 
someone tearing down their 
Pride flag. They put a new one up, 
but it kept happening — five 
times in all from that September 

the appeals court to void both 
elections. But on friday, three 
judges on the court ruled that they 
could void elections only if there 
was “act or omission, including 
fraud, misconduct, or mistake se-
rious enough to vitiate the elec-
tion as a fair expression of the will 
of the registered qualified electors 
voting in the election,” and if the 
petitioners could prove that the 
wrong election result was the out-
come. They said the board had 
acknowledged that it could not 
determine whether and to what 
extent voters had cast ballots in 
the wrong district.

A Board of Elections spokesper-
son did not respond to a request 
for comment.

Nordan was frustrated by the 
ruling but said this wasn’t the end 
of her effort to win the seat. She 
hopes for an election soon to fill 
the 3E07 vacancy and aims to gath-
er the signatures needed to run.

“I’ll go ahead with that and try 
my best to fill the vacancy,” she 
said.

RuLINg frOM C1

D.C. court 
rejects bid 
to call new 
elections 

hours, sessions and tasks, Hen-
shaw completed 23 hours and 
signed a contract with the victims 
outlining next steps for him to 
take to continue learning from 
this experience.

“Saying sorry is one thing, but 
doing sorry is entirely another,” 
Dehghani-Tafti said.

While Logan and Burnett said 
most of what was discussed in the 
three-hour meeting was confi-
dential, they shared that they 
covered topics including their 
past and growing up, what they 
felt defined them as people, their 
values, and the harm done 
through his actions.

“Throughout the process, we 
sort of saw like a shift in him,” 
Logan said. “It started off as, I 
think, nerves, and then it was 
just, [it] felt like a lot of shame. I 
think when someone sees some-
one face to face, they really get a 
grasp of who they are and what 
they actually did in terms of how 
it affected us.”

By the end of the meeting, 
Logan and Burnett were mentally 
tired and needed to decompress 
over a couple of days. Eventually, 
the couple would forgive him.

Logan said Henshaw wrote 
them a letter after that meeting 
that left them feeling as if he truly 
listened to what they said — and 
was learning from it.

finally, she said, they felt re-
lieved.

through January, Logan said.
“We felt pretty violated at first 

and also just really, like, not safe 
in our own home,” Logan said. “It 
was just a huge blow to both of 
our psyches.”

Eventually, police arrested 
Henshaw, who at the time was an 
active-duty soldier assigned to 
Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall 
and a member of the 3rd Infantry 
regiment. Maj. John Strickland, a 
spokesman for the Army, said 
friday that Henshaw was invol-
untarily separated from service in 
October.

Once Logan and Burnett 
learned about the restorative jus-
tice program, they thought that it 
sounded like a way to have a more 
meaningful impact than putting 
someone behind bars.

“When you’re 20, your brain is 
still developing,” Burnett said. 
“There’s a lot to learn.”

Logan added: “We’re not just a 
house with a Pride flag; we’re two 
people who are here and living a 
life and trying to be good people, 
just like everyone else. And so 
both of us were sort of like, it 
would just be a great way to sort 
of try to create change in the 
community, rather than just hav-
ing an hour or so court session.”

Henshaw was referred to the 
program in March, and he com-
pleted it in November, Dehghani-
Tafti said. Although each case is 
different in terms of needed 

for the program, Dehghani-Tafti 
said, because Henshaw was 20 at 
the time of his arrest — placing 
him among the program’s target 
age group — and he was facing 
allegations of causing serious 
harm to Logan and Burnett. The 
couple were also willing to give it 
a try.

The purpose of the program, 
Dehghani-Tafti said, is to create a 
safer community with an alterna-
tive to incarceration that both 
reduces recidivism and is healing 
for victims.

“This whole process is about 
radical truth-telling, and it’s 
about taking accountability. But 
it’s also about transformation,” 
Dehghani-Tafti said. “And trans-
formation really requires the 
hard work of figuring out: ‘Why 
did I do this, and what does it take 
for me not to do it again?’”

When Logan and Burnett first 
hung up their Pride flag, in June 
2023, it was a way to celebrate 
moving in together. The two had 
met on a blind date in february 
2021 at red Bear Brewing Co. in 
Northeast Washington after Lo-
gan said she told a friend: “I think 
I want to try to date women.”

And as soon as Burnett walked 
in, Logan said she thought: “I am 
down bad for this girl.”

They said they both had strug-
gled with coming out, but by the 

PRIDE fLAg frOM C1

Man facing charges is held accountable through conversation

MiCHeLLe LOgAn

A Pride flag at Michelle Logan 

and Jenna Burnett’s Arlington 

home. Matthew henshaw  was 

charged with six counts after 

allegedly tearing down their 

flag repeatedly, but the charges 

were dismissed after he 

completed a restorative justice 

program that launched in 2023. 

want to come and emulate,” We-
ber said.

Once a week, Martin Kohnen, 
retired riding master for the 
rCMP, flies in from Ottawa to 
train squads in “postilion” riding, 
an antiquated form of wagon 
pulling that the caisson platoon 
performs for each funeral. Three 
horses on the left are ridden while 
those on the right remain un-
mounted, meaning riders must 
get their own mounts and the 
horse next to them to walk in the 
same direction.

“It takes years to become profi-
cient,” Kohnen said of the postil-
ion work. “Here, they’ve got 
weeks.”

On a recent chilly morning at 
the leased facility, Kohnen 
coached a newly formed caisson 
squad through an arced path of 
cones. As the team rounded the 
bend, the wagon’s wheels cut the 
turn early, splintering a cone into 
pieces.

Getting rid of riders and swap-
ping to straightforward wagon 
pulling could halve the number of 
horses needed and eliminate 
complex postilion training re-
quirements, according to the re-
cent report outlining how the 
unit can improve long-term oper-
ations. But it’s unclear whether 
Army officials are considering 
such a change.

As the Army continues to reno-
vate the program, Bredenkamp 
suggested that some jobs held by 
new civilian experts could fall 
again to troops at some point, an 
idea that some say would hinder 
lasting success. Soldiers assigned 
to the unit come from across the 
Army, rarely with any equine ex-
perience, and rotate out every 
three years.

“I believe the Army sincerely 
desires to fix most of the issues 
now facing the program,” Jon C. 
Kreitz, a retired Navy admiral and 
U.S. Equestrian federation board 
member, told Congress last 
month. “But it will not succeed 
without a core group of perma-
nently assigned military officer 
equestrian experts.”

But perhaps the biggest prob-
lem is that the Defense Depart-
ment lacks any standardized pol-
icy about its equines — including 
donkeys and mules — which the 
Army veterinarian estimated to 
number between 250 and 350, to 
ensure that adequate care is pro-
vided. Last year, Military.com re-
ported widespread problems 
with military equine health 
across bases, not limited to Ar-
lington. On Dec. 19, the Army 
released a memo directing the 
creation of an equine policy, but 
it’s unclear how such a governing 
policy will be implemented, or 
how long it may take.

Army officials declined to pro-
vide a date the unit would be 
ready to perform again, though 
the hiatus is expected to last at 
least through June 2025.

“Once we start, we don’t want 
to have to stop,” Bredenkamp 
said.

“You’re looking for a needle in 
the haystack,” he said.

A team of caisson horses is an 
intricate system. Six pull the wag-
on, based on those used for can-
nons and ammunition in World 
War I. Each is trained to perform 
in its individual spot, with a 
unique position in the team’s so-
cial hierarchy, and cannot be 
mixed on a whim.

Plans for the new caisson pro-
gram are grand enough to make 
any savvy equestrian salivate — 
tens of millions of dollars in fund-
ing, training from Olympians, 
custom-fitted saddles for each 
horse and specialized equine con-
ditioning programs.

Officials stumbled for a year to 
find such a path, learning that 
most equine enthusiasts lack the 
deep expertise needed for the 
overhaul, found only in the high-
est echelons of the obscure per-
formance horse world.

The service has hired a team of 
acclaimed civilian consultants, in 
addition to Weber. David O’Con-
nor, a 2000 Olympic gold medal-
ist equestrian, has revamped the 
soldiers’ new riding program, and 
Jim Westbrook, an expert in 
Clydesdale and Percheron draft 
breeds, scours hours of videos of 
sale horses to find suitable pros-
pects for purchase.

“I think in three years, it’s 
going to become a program the 
likes of the royal Canadian 
Mounted Police or the British, 
that other [similar] programs 

fitness that they need to be able to 
do this mission and not be in-
jured, then that’s another part of 
the investment,” he said.

Despite their historical battle-
field utility, horses are also deli-
cate animals — a small bruise in a 
hoof can prompt lameness. Many 
are prone to ulcers and some to 
problems brought on by changes 
in weather. Some become serious-
ly injured by getting stuck be-
tween stall walls when lying 
down.

And the right horse to partici-
pate in ceremonies at Arlington is 
a special one, said Chester Weber, 
a world champion competitive 
carriage driver who has been 
hired to oversee equine training.

What’s required: A horse 
whose back isn’t too long nor legs 
so straight as to create health 
ailments down the line. One that 
arrives somewhat trained in 
three specialties — riding, wagon 
pulling and a special form of 
guided walk called neck-reining. 
It must be a black gelding, a 
neutered male. And finally, it 
must be able to tolerate the stim-
uli of a state funeral through the 
streets of Capitol Hill when nec-
essary.

There aren’t many readily 
available, especially within the 
Army’s budget, which starts 
around $25,000 per horse, a mod-
est sum for a pretrained horse 
that’s forgiving enough to handle 
novice soldier riders’ mistakes, 
Weber said.

officials said, and making the 
military’s notoriously convoluted 
contracting process flexible 
enough to hire the right civilians 
or purchase particular brands of 
nutritional supplements. Horses 
are expensive to feed, house and 
train properly, said Maj. Gen. 
Trevor Bredenkamp, who over-
sees the caisson unit, part of the 
Army’s Military District of Wash-
ington. “If we’re going to main-
tain them to the high level of 

in cramped stalls and micro-pad-
docks, rife with contaminated 
feed and parasites. A necropsy of 
one horse found 44 pounds of 
gravel in its gut, a result of unsan-
itary living conditions.

After a year of physical rehab 
efforts for the roughly five dozen 
horses the investigation centered 
on, all were quietly retired, too 
old and too broken to continue 
working.

Part of the problem is funding, 

But the temporary stoppage of 
horse transport at Arlington has 
given way to a total makeover of 
the caisson unit.  Military officials 
have solicited help from public 
and private equestrian experts, 
including an Olympic gold med-
alist equestrian and the royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, to help 
train the horses and soldiers as 
they look for a new facility and 
devise a new maintenance pro-
gram. Among the plans: purchas-
ing an $8 million farm, though 
not the one here in Aldie, and a 
new rest and conditioning pro-
gram for the horses housed there.

“It’s not as easy as, ‘Hey, we’re 
just going to run out to Virginia 
horse country and buy some hors-
es,’” said Crawford, an Army vet-
erinarian brought in to boost 
efforts.

The overhaul has come with a 
cost, financial and otherwise. 
Some families have put funeral 
plans on hold until the unit re-
turns to its ceremonial duties. In 
May, a military news outlet cited 
as many as 66 families waiting for 
burials. But others are proceed-
ing with hearses; as of friday, 
only 29 had pending services, 
according to a cemetery spokes-
person.

And critics contend that even if 
care of the horses can be im-
proved in the short term, they 
doubt if the Army can keep the 
unit from falling apart again 
down the line. Highly trained 
horses are expensive to maintain. 
They, and the novice soldiers as-
signed to them, require years-
long training programs that just a 
handful of people are capable of 
offering, experts say.

Such a program would require 
enduring funding from the Penta-
gon, beyond the more than $30 
million over five years the Army 
has requested to revamp equine 
welfare, and at a time when the 
Army faces repairs to dilapidated 
barracks and trouble ensuring 
that some soldiers are adequately 
fed. But the unit isn’t going any-
where; Congress barred the Army 
from disbanding it last year.

“I would like to see the pro-
gram stick around,” said an Army 
veterinarian with knowledge of 
the platoon who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to speak 
publicly. “But if I’m being realis-
tic, I don’t think it’s sustainable.”

Problems with the caisson unit 
first came into public view in 
2022, when an Army investiga-
tion found the horses’ living con-
ditions in stables neglectful, con-
tributing to four equine deaths. A 
report released this month put 
the horse death toll at 11 over an 
eight-year period. Earlier reports 
found horses bore scars from 
ill-fitted tack, too tight for their 
bodies. One was recorded collaps-
ing under light pressure from a 
veterinarian’s hands.

The investigation determined 
that the overworked horses lived 

hORSES frOM C1

Army overhauls equine unit for Arlington funeral caissons

PHOtOs By MiCHAeL A. MCCOy FOr tHe WAsHingtOn POst

Sgt. Natalee Silva, assigned to the 3rd  Infantry Regiment  Caisson Detachment, and a mount train at the NOVA Equestrian Center in Aldie, 

Virginia. Each horse in a caisson unit must perform in its individual spot within the team’s social hierarchy.

Army veterinarian Jason Crawford says the program’s overhaul 

isn’t as simple as purchasing some new horses. 
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she became best known for her 
1994 New Yorker essay “Discuss-
ing the Undiscussable,” about 
choreographer and director Bill 
T. Jones’s multimedia perform-
ance piece “Still/Here.”

Incorporating images, videos, 
dance and spoken word, “Still/
Here” explored sickness and 
death in the age of AIDS, featur-
ing the voices of people who were 
terminally ill. Ms. Croce never 
saw the piece and said she had no 
plans to do so.

“By working dying people into 
his act, Jones is putting himself 
beyond the reach of criticism,” 
she wrote. “I think of him as 
literally undiscussable — the 
most extreme case among the 
distressingly many now repre-
senting themselves to the public 
not as artists but as victims and 
martyrs.”

Ms. Croce argued that by in-
corporating the testimonials of 
the dying, Jones — who is Black, 
gay and HIV-positive — had 
created a work of “victim art.” 
She linked his piece to a shift in 
the cultural climate, one in 
which art increasingly seemed to 
be in the service of a social 
message or political ideology.

“I can live with the flabby, the 
feeble, the scoliotic,” she wrote. 
“But with the righteous I cannot 
function at all. … Instead of 
compassion, these performers 
induce, and even invite, a cozy 
kind of complicity.”

Ms. Croce’s essay, published 
under the cheeky rubric “A Critic 
at Bay,” ignited a cultural 
firestorm, generating backlash 
from artists and fellow critics 
and sparking coverage in publi-
cations that seldom spotlighted 
dance.

Joyce Carol Oates and Susan 
Sontag debated the piece in the 
pages of the New York Times, 
while the New Yorker ran four 
pages of letters responding to the 
essay, including from producer 

Robert Brustein, playwright 
Tony Kushner and the writers 
bell hooks, Hilton Kramer and 
Camille Paglia. Jones, who re-
cently revived “Still/Here” for its 
30th anniversary at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, likened the 
essay to a pot of scalding water 
poured on his head.

Somewhat improbably, Ms. 
Croce later recalled that the 
essay began as an idea for a 
humor piece, “a one-pager com-
plaining of trends in perform-
ance, some sinister, some absurd, 
which had the effect of limiting 
what a critic could decently say.” 
The publicity surrounding “Still/
Here” drove her to write a more 
serious essay, she said in “Writ-
ing in the Dark, Dancing in the 
New Yorker,” a 2000 collection of 
her work.

The piece seemed to mark the 
culmination of an approach to 
ballet that was, as fellow critic 
Terry Teachout once noted, fun-
damentally classicist: Beauty 
mattered more than ideas.

Reviewing her career-span-
ning essay collection for the 
Times, Teachout quoted from 
Ms. Croce’s 1975 review of City 
Ballet’s Ravel festival, which 
built toward a searing two-line 
quip: “The audience for the Ravel 
festival probably included a lot of 
people who prefer acting to 
dancing — who like ballets that 
make you think. I never saw a 
good ballet that made me think.”

The oldest of three children, 
Arlene Louise Croce was born in 
Providence, Rhode Island, on 
May 5, 1934. Her mother was a 
homemaker, and her father was 
an Italian immigrant who 
worked as a manager for a blan-
ket manufacturing firm. When 
Ms. Croce was a teenager, he 
found another manufacturing 
job and moved the family to 
Asheville, North Carolina.

Ms. Croce spent two years at 

the Woman’s College of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina before 
transferring to Barnard College 
in Manhattan, where she gradu-
ated in 1955 with a bachelor’s 
degree in English. By then she 
had fallen in love with dance, 
according to her sister, through a 
blind date at City Ballet.

Starting out, however, Ms. 
Croce wrote mainly about film, 
contributing reviews and other 
articles to Film Culture and the 
conservative National Review. To 
create another platform for dance 
writing, she co-founded Ballet 
Review in 1965 and served as its 
inaugural editor. The debut issue 
included an essay from Ms. Croce 
analyzing Astaire and Rogers, 
whose 1930s and ’40s movies 
were reaching a new generation 
of film and dance fans through 
revival screenings.

Ms. Croce’s subsequent book 
on the duo, which put their 
careers in context and analyzed 
their performances in films like 
“Top Hat” and “Swing Time,” was 
praised by Newsweek arts critic 
Jack Kroll as “possibly the best 
study in popular culture ever 
written.” Joan Acocella, who suc-
ceeded Ms. Croce as the New 
Yorker’s dance critic, later wrote 
that the book “not only anato-
mized the dance routines,” it “also 
taught readers how to under-
stand dance itself, a rare skill — 
indeed, a rare ambition — at that 
time.”

At the New Yorker, Ms. Croce 
was backed by editors including 
William Shawn, who hired her, 
and Robert Gottlieb, who served 
on the board of the New York City 
Ballet until he was fired, accord-
ing to Ms. Croce, because of an 
article she had written criticizing 
the company’s artistic leader, 
 Peter Martins.

Ms. Croce’s other books in-
clude the essay collections “After-
images” (1977), “Going to the 
Dance” (1982) and “Sight Lines” 
(1987). She was twice awarded a 
Guggenheim fellowship for dance 
studies, in 1971 and 1985, and had 
been working on an unpublished 
book about Balanchine, which 
was excerpted in 2023 in the 
journal Dance Index.

After leaving the New Yorker, 
she returned to Rhode Island to 
live with her sister, her only 
immediate survivor.

“As a person, she could be 
guarded and standoffish, but that 
was facade,” British dance critic 
Alastair Macaulay wrote in a 
tribute on social media. “Those of 
us who came to know her found 
that she was effortlessly witty and 
courteously considerate; and she 
loved being made to laugh by 
others. Her conversation was of-
ten as remarkable as her pub-
lished prose.”

For decades, Ms. Croce had 
gone out virtually every night to 
see a show. “About 60 to 70 
percent of it is not good, wherever 
you go,” she told the reference 
work Contemporary Authors in a 
1980 interview.

Yet she still found herself reju-
venated by dance, at times “with-
out knowing how and sometimes 
without knowing why.”

“Almost invariably there will 
come a performance quite out of 
the blue when that thing hap-
pens, that unexpected surge of 
delight that just simply comes off 
the stage,” she added. “It doesn’t 
come from me. I don’t have to 
labor for it; it just comes. And I 
know that it’s real and it’s good.”

BY HARRISON SMITH

Arlene Croce, an elegant and 
provocative writer who helped 
illuminate contemporary ballet 
and the art of modern dance, 
cofounding the magazine Ballet 
Review and serving as the first 
regular dance critic for the New 
Yorker, died Dec. 16 at a nursing 
home in Johnston, Rhode Island. 
She was 90.

Her sister, Marcia Croce, said 
she had been in declining health 
after a stroke in September.

Merce Cunningham, the danc-
er and choreographer, was said to 
have remarked that “speaking 
about dance is like nailing Jell-O 
to the wall.” But Ms. Croce, who 
served as the New Yorker’s dance 
critic from 1973 to 1998, seemed 
to have little trouble capturing 
and distilling the essence of the 
art form.

Taking notes in the dark on a 
small white memo pad, she sur-
veyed the scene from Lincoln 
Center to obscure SoHo lofts, 
chronicling and analyzing the 
work of performers and choreog-
raphers including George Bal-
anchine,  Suzanne Farrell, Twyla 
Tharp and Mikhail Baryshnikov. 
She was “a dance illiterate,” she 
said, with no formal training in 
the subject, but had a reporter’s 
eye for detail, an ability to cap-
ture a show’s energy and spirit 
through evocative descriptions of 
its steps and movements.

“When, in the opening state-
ment of the ballet … we see a girl, 
supported on her pointes, turn-
ing from side to side and transfer-
ring her weight from one foot to 
the other as she turns, we see her 
do it with a finicky grace: she lifts 
and lowers the free foot, curls it 
around the standing leg, and 
carefully flexes it before arching 
to full pointe,” Ms. Croce wrote in 
1975, reviewing New York City 
ballet’s staging of “The Four Tem-
peraments,” by Balanchine. “We 
see, in short, a foot becoming a 
pointe — nature being touched to 
artificial life.”

Like her New Yorker colleague 
Pauline Kael, the film critic, Ms. 
Croce could be harsh and acerbic, 
ridiculing her subjects even as 
she sought to illuminate their 
work. She called Jerome Rob-
bins’s “Watermill,” an experimen-
tal ballet influenced by Japanese 
Noh theater, “a glib, trendy pic-
ture-puzzle as conventionally 
sentimental in spirit as it is 
glossily ‘revolutionary’ in design,” 
and took aim at choreographers 
including Doris Humphrey (“a 
structuralist who could reduce a 
Bach concerto to a nest of mixing 
bowls”) and Maurice Béjart (“the 
same chunks of leaden diablerie 
churn senselessly through one 
ballet after another”).

At times she could be mischie-
vously funny, as when she con-
cocted a fictional phone service, 
the Ballet Alert, for “hyperactive 
balletomanes.” In another essay, 
she observed a shift in the kind of 
viewers who attended dance per-
formances in New York: “The 
matinee audience used to wear 
large hats, which it gladly re-
moved on request. Now it wears 
bangle bracelets. If you ask it to 
stop jangling, it doesn’t know 
what you mean.”

Ms. Croce received widespread 
acclaim for her first book, “The 
Fred Astaire & Ginger Rogers 
Book” (1972), a National Book 
Award finalist that explored the 
duo’s on-screen dance work. But 

Arlene croce, 90

Acerbic dance critic was known for penetrating analysis
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ABOVE: As the New Yorker’s dance critic from 1973 to 1998, 

Arlene Croce was a preeminent voice in American dance.

BELOW: Choreographer George Balanchine, seen in 1966 with 

New York City Ballet dancer Patricia McBride, was a frequent 

subject of Ms. Croce’s work.
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INMEMORIAM

BUDA-OKREGLAK

DR. EDWARDA M. BUDA-OKREGLAK
M.D.

December 30,1949 - May 6, 2024
Happy Birthday from your loving family

and friends.
May you rest in eternal peace.

WASHINGTON

DOROTHY E. DAVIS WASHINGTON
January 7, 1929 - December 29, 2011

She will never be forgotten.
For she is always in my heart.

With my love,
Millicent E. Warren, Devoted Daughter

DEATH NOTICE

BEREZIN

RONNA MARGOLIS BEREZIN
Ronna Margolis Berezin of
Vacaville, CA passed away
peacefully on December 25,
2024.
Born August 25, 1939 in Wash-
ington, DC, Ronna graduated

from Wilson High School and Penn State
University. She was the daughter of Fran-
ces and Sidney Margolis (deceased).
She is survived by her son and two daugh-
ters; her brother Richard; her sister Vivian,
two grandchildren and nieces and neph-
ews. No services are planned at this time.

CROWE

VIRGINIA CROWE
January 18, 1929 - December 21, 2024

Virginia Crowe, 95, of Clifton, VA, passed
away on December 21 peacefully in her
sleep.
Virginia was born on January 18, 1929, to
Arthur and Mary Robinson in Greensburg,
Pa. After Virginia graduated from Greens-
burg High School in 1947, she went on to
study at the Mercy School of Nursing in
Pittsburgh and graduated in 1950. After
graduating, she started her first job at Mer-
cy Hospital as a Registered Nurse in the
Emergency room.
Virginia met and married Francis Gigliotti
in 1950 and had her first children, Barbara
and Frank. Francis passed after a long ill-
ness in 1957. In 1960, Virginia met Dr. Wal-
ter G. Crowe at Mercy Hospital. After mar-
rying, Walter adopting Barbara and Frank
and they relocated to Northern Virginia.
Virginia and Walter went on to have their
two children, Gary and Geoffrey.
In addition to raising her family, Virginia
continued working in health care as the of-
fice manager in her husband’s practice. Af-
ter he moved on from his private practice,
Virginia retired and spent her time garden-
ing, knitting, and enjoying her family.
Virginia was predeceased by her husband
Walter in 1991. She is survived by, and will
be greatly missed by her sister Carole,
daughter Barbara, sons Frank, Gary, and
Geoffrey and their respective wives Wen-
dy, Jennifer, and Sara. She is also survived
by eight grandchildren and seven great
grandchildren.
Virginia will be bid farewell in a private ser-
vice with her family.
Her memory will be a blessing to all who
knew or met her, and we are all better for
the time we were lucky enough to share
with her.

www.everlyfuneralhome.com

CUNNINGHAM

MARGARET THERESA CUNNINGHAM
“Peggy”

November 30, 1935-December 16, 2024
On Monday, December 16, 2024 Marga-
ret Theresa Cunningham of Chevy Chase,
Maryland and known to everyone as Peg-
gy passed away shortly after surgery. Her
devoted daughter Mary Torrence and son
Tom Cunningham were with her in her last
moments. She is survived by her daugh-
ter Mary of Wellesley, MA, and her four
children Sarah Shapleigh, her husband
Michael, Allie Torrence, Will Torrence, and
Jack Torrence as well as her son Tom Cun-
ningham of Hobe Sound, FL, his wife Lilo,
and their three children, Katie Parker, her
husband Chris, Halter Cunningham, his
wife Jackie, Charlotte Harris, and her hus-
band Hunter. Also survived by four great-
grand children, many other relatives, and
friends. She is preceded in death by her
husband T. Halter Cunningham. There will
be a private burial, and further arrange-
ments to be made known at a later date.

When the
need arises,
let families
find you in the
Funeral Services
Directory.

To be seen in the

Funeral Services

Directory, please call

paid Death Notices

at 202-334-4122.

DEATH NOTICE

GRIMES

DONNA TOLIVER GRIMES
Donna Maria Toliver Grimes entered eter-
nal rest on the morning of December 10,
2024, at Washington Hospital Center after
complications from triple bypass open
heart surgery. Born April 5, 1956, in Wash-
ington, DC, she was the eldest of four chil-
dren born to James and Phyllis Toliver. Her
husband, Herbert Grimes, preceded her in
death. She leaves behind her father; three
children Nyle, Kamau, and Ayinde Grimes;
two brothers Mark and Dwayne Toliver;
one sister, Victoria Whaley; many nieces,
nephews, and friends. Funeral Mass will
be held on Friday, January 3, 2025, at St.
Teresa of Avila Catholic Church, 1401 V
Street SE, Washington, DC 20020, Viewing
is 10 a.m. and Mass at 11 a.m. Interment
will follow at Cedar Hill Cemetery. Service
details: https://www.thefaysonfirm.com/
obituaries/donna-grimes

HAMBRIGHT

DIANE GAINES HAMBRIGHT (Age 89)
Diane Gaines Hambright of
Easton, Maryland, passed
away peacefully on Decem-
ber 24, 2024 surrounded by
family. Born on September
19, 1935, in Washington, DC.

Diane’s vibrant spirit and love of dancing
were defining traits of her early years. Her
life took a romantic turn when she met a
tall, handsome man, Harold (Ted), whom
she married before accompanying him
to France during his service in the Army.
Together, they built a life filled with love,
family, adventure, and cherished memo-
ries of summers in Ocean City and trips
with their close friends. Diane was known
for her warm heart, many friendships,
and burning the rolls at Thanksgiving.
She exercised her creativity by designing
costumes and helping choreograph ballet
recitals and found immense joy in crafting
family stories with her writing club. Diane
inspired others with her creativity and pas-
sion for life. She is survived by her devoted
husband, Ted; her sister, Dorothy; her five
children: Kenneth, Paul, Douglas, Melissa,
and Robert; her 13 beloved grandchildren;
and 10 great-grandchildren, (two more on
the way). A celebration of life is being or-
ganized in the Olney area. Donations may
be made in her memory to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. Diane’s legacy of
love, laughter, and inspiration will live on in
the hearts of all who knew her. She will be
deeply missed and lovingly remembered.

www.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.com

When the
need arises,
let families
find you in the
Funeral Services
Directory.
To be seen in the
Funeral Services
Directory, please call
paid Death Notices at
202-334-4122.

DEATH NOTICE

BRAULT

REV. YVON DAVID BRAULT (Age 77)
Father Yvon David Brault passed
away on Saturday, December 21,
2024 at the St. John XXIII Resi-
dence for Priests, where he was

in hospice care. He was born on December
18, 1947, in Quebec, Canada. He was or-
dained a Roman Catholic priest on May 14,
1977 and served in many parishes in the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington,
including as founding Pastor to Our Lady of
the Presentation, Poolesville, MD, Pastor to
St. Mary’s of Piscataway Parish, Clinton, MD
and St. John the Baptist Parish, Silver Spring,
MD. A viewing will be held on Thursday, Jan-
uary 2, 2025 at Our Lady of the Presentation
Parish, Poolesville, MD, from 3 to 7 p.m., with
the Vigil Mass at 7 p.m. A second viewing will
be held on Friday, January 3, 2025 at Saint
John the Baptist Catholic Church, Silver
Spring, MD, from 3 to 7 p.m., with the Vig-
il Mass at 7 p.m. A Mass of Christian Burial
will be offered on Saturday, January 4, 2025
at 11 a.m. at Saint John the Baptist Catholic
Church, Silver Spring, MD. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions in memory of Father
Brault may be made to “Wounded Warrior
Project.” Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. Box
758516, Topeka, KS 66675-8516.

www.collinsfuneralhome.com

EWING

JERELINE EWING
Educator and Youth Advocate Dies at 90
Jereline Blacknell Ewing, a distinguished
educator whose career spanned continents
and inspired countless colleagues and stu-
dents, died peacefully on December 17,
2024, at her home in Coconut Grove, Florida.
She was 90.
Born Breacya Jereline Blacknell on Septem-
ber 26, 1934, in DeLand, Florida, she was
known to all as Jerri or Bre. She descended
from one of Coconut Grove’s founding Baha-
mian families and was the daughter of Ruth
Johnson Blacknell, an influential educator,
and Rev. John Benjamin Blacknell, a respect-
ed Florida clergyman.
A precocious student, Jerri graduated from
Dorsey High School in Miami at just 16. She
earned her bachelor’s degree in biology from
North Carolina Central University in 1955,
where she played on the women’s basket-
ball team and studied alongside classmates
like director Ivan Dixon and legendary coach
Herman Boone. She later completed a mas-
ter’s degree in education at George Mason
University in Fairfax, Virginia.
Her professional career began overseas
at Baumholder American High School in
Germany, serving U.S. military families. She
joined the Fairfax County Public Schools
in northern Virginia in 1970, working as a
teacher, administrator, and substance abuse
prevention specialist at schools including
Hayfield Secondary School in Alexandria,
W.T. (former) Woodson H.S. in Fairfax, and
Lake Braddock Secondary School in Burke.
Her direct yet compassionate approach left
a lasting impact, empowering students to
take ownership of their future and navigate
challenges with resilience and integrity. She
was not just a mentor but a steadfast ad-
vocate, shaping lives with equal measures
of guidance and accountability. Certified
in conflict resolution and dispute manage-
ment, she focused her efforts on empower-
ing students and families with the tools and

skills needed to resolve disputes—whether
between peers or within families—through
dialogue and mutual understanding. After
retiring in 2000, Jerri worked as an educa-
tional consultant, advising organizations
such as USAID and school systems both
internationally and across the United States
Jerri’s faith was a cornerstone of her life.
A lifelong Episcopalian, she was an active
member of Christ Episcopal Church in Co-
conut Grove during her youth, Saint James
Episcopal Church in Alexandria, and St. Tim-
othy’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C.
She was also a devoted member of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority and believed fervent-
ly in upholding its principles of Sisterhood,
Scholarship, Service, and Social Action.
She instilled in her children values of edu-
cation, respect, self-reliance, and service.
In 2017, her family established the Jereline
Blacknell Ewing Endowed Fellowship at
Carnegie Mellon University’s Tepper School
of Business, providing support to MBA stu-
dents with leadership potential and a com-
mitment to diversity.
Her passions extended beyond education.
She actively campaigned for Barack Obama
during his 2008 presidential bid and cele-
brated his election as a watershed moment
in history. Her love of music was as broad
as it was dynamic, spanning the gospel of
Mahalia Jackson and James Cleveland, the
calypso rhythms of Harry Belafonte, the
powerful protest anthems of Nina Simone,
and the unapologetic boldness of Millie
Jackson—reflecting a harmony of devotion,
defiance, and depth.
Jerri was predeceased by her husband,
8th-generation Nashvillian MSG Russell C.B.
Ewing, whom she married in 1965; her older
brother, John Benjamin Blacknell, who died
early in childhood; and her cousins Bernard
Washington and Anne Mena Johnson, with
whom she shared a sibling-like bond.
She is survived by her children, Dr. Ruth Y.
Ewing (Ronald Dyer) and Russell Ewing (Vani
Manja); her grandchildren, Mena Ewing-Wil-
liams, Rohan Ewing, and Marali Ewing-Dyer;
and many beloved nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and godchildren, including Francine
(Washington) Lawrence, Breacya (Wash-
ington) Parker, Teresa Washington, Dianne
Washington, Ronald Johnson, and Dr. Lois
Lunderman.
Mrs. Ewing will be cremated, and her ashes
will be interred alongside her husband’s at
the historic Greenwood Cemetery in Nash-
ville, TN, honoring her wish to be reunited
with the love of her life.
The family deeply appreciates memorial
contributions to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, the Alpha Lambda Chapter Endowment
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the Jere-
line Blacknell Ewing Endowed Fellowship at
Carnegie Mellon University, or another char-
itable organization of your choice.
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JEREMIAH

MAUD VICTORIA JEREMIAH
Peacefully passed away on December 11,
2024. Born on May 27, 1930, in Brooklyn,
New York, to the late Abraham and Lanora
Mcleod. She married the late Rev. Samuel
Jeremiah and made Washington, DC, her
home. She leaves behind her three surviv-
ing children, Lloyd, Sharon, and Ruth, along
with grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
one sister, a brother-in-law, four sisters-in-
law, other loving family and friends. View-
ing will be held on Saturday, January 4,
2025 at Maranatha Gospel Hall, 4910 - 13th
Street NW at 10 a.m., followed by Home-
going service at 11 a.m. Interment, George
Washington Cemetery.

www.mcguire-services.com

JONES

DR. SIDNEY ALEXANDER JONES
Dr. Sidney Alexander Jones of
Silver Spring, MD passed away
on Wednesday, December 11,
2024. He was the beloved hus-
band of the late Vuriley Maria
Harris Jones and the father

of Raquel Maria Jones and Erika Andrea
Jones.

Sidney had deep faith and was thank-
ful to God for the blessings in his life. His
life touched many—his wife and children;
family and friends from his birthplace of
Dominica; colleagues and students from
his many years as head of the OB/GYN
department at DC General Hospital and
participating in the training of the next
generations of doctors coming out of the
Howard University community; so many
patients treated and babies delivered;
and neighbors and friends throughout the
DMV area—just to name a few. He was a
member of the American College of Obste-
tricians and Gynecologists. In his 90 years
of life, Sidney served as father, “Uncle”,
teacher, healer, gardener, friend, confidant,
and advocate for those in need of help.

Relatives and friends may call at Collins
Funeral Home, 500 University Boulevard
West, Silver Spring, MD on Monday, De-
cember 30, 2024 from 10 to 11 a.m., where
a funeral service will be held at 11 a.m.
Burial at Union Cemetery, Burtonsville, MD.

www.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.com

KELLY

WILLIE A. KELLY (Age 84)
On December 15, 2024 Willie Arthur Kelly
transitioned to be with the Lord. He was
born in Saluda, South Carolina on Septem-
ber 5, 1940 to the late Albert and Essie
Kelly. Willie leaves behind; his loving wife
Margo Kelly of 50 years; six children, Lisa
Kelly, Linda Cherry, Cynthia Cherry, Curtis
Cherry Jr. (Angie), Donna Cherry, and Lo-
riAnn Dickerson (Kenneth); six grandchil-
dren, Malik Hodge, Curtis Cherry III, Bre-
anna Cherry, Domonique Cherry, Kanisa
Cromer (Ronald), and Kenneth Dickerson
Jr.; seven great-grandchildren, Sierra Cher-
ry, Domonique Cherry Jr., Sanaa Cherry,
Ronald Cromer III, Rhaegan Cromer, Ro-
man Cromer, and Ronel Cromer. He is also
survived by sister Pauline K. Lewis; sister-in
law Jean Kelly; seven nieces and seven
nephews. Great nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, a devoted mentee Tim Beasley, and
a plethora of loving and devoted friends.
Family will welcome friends Monday, De-
cember 30, 2024 at Woodstream Baptist
Church, 9800 Lottsford Road, Bowie, MD
20721, Visitation at 10 a.m. until time of
service at 11 a.m. Interment Cheltenham
Veterans Cemetery.

MUISE

LOUISE A. MUISE
Washington, DC resident died on Decem-
ber 13, 2024 at 89 years of age. Mrs. Muise
was a high school English teacher in the
DC public schools. Her obituary can be
seen here: https://www.pumphreyfuneral-
home.com/. The family is planning a Cele-
bration in the Spring of 2025.
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RABINOVITZ

MARTIN RABINOVITZ
Ever friendly, funny, warm,
and optimistic despite living
with devastating effects of
MS, Marty finally succumbed
at the age of 78 after a valiant
40 year struggle on Saturday,

December 28, 2024.
Marty grew up in Milwaukee (parents Jack
and Julia Tannenbaum Rabinovitz) and
spent most of his adult life in Chicago be-
fore relocating to the Washington area last
June to be closer to family.
His beloved wife Kathy (Katherine Bayer)
passed away in 2002. Survivors include his
devoted sons Joshua (Dr. Rachel Adams)
and Daniel (Diana Huang); and dear sister
Lana Steinberg (the late Hal Steinberg).
His four grandchildren Jay, Sadie, Hannah,
and Jack were the light of his life. Grave-
side services will be at 12 Noon, King David
Memorial Gardens, Tuesday, December 31,
2024.

RIDLEY

WINSTON C. RIDLEY JR. PASTOR,
DMIN.

On Tuesday, December 17, 2024, the be-
loved husband of First Lady Bonita LuRose
Lee Ridley. Also surviving are his sister Rob-
in Caroline Ridley, his sister-in-love Kim Lee
Robinson, aunts, uncles a host of loving rel-
atives and friends. On Saturday, January 4,
2025, at The Greater First Baptist Church,
Mt. Pleasant Plains, 2701 13th Street NW,
visitation will be held from 9 a.m. until time
of service at 11 a.m. Interment will be held
Monday, January 6, 2025, at Restland Me-
morial Cemetery, Monroeville, PA. In lieu of
flowers donations may be made to Daugh-
ters of Zion-GFBC Women’s Ministry, 2701
13th Street NW, Washington, DC 20009.

https://www.mcguire-services.com/

SEUBERT

ROBERT WILLIAM SEUBERT (Age 57)
Robert William Seubert, age
57, of Silver Spring, Maryland,
passed away peacefully on
December 24, 2024. He is pre-
ceded in death by his father,
Robert F. Seubert. He is sur-

vived by his loving wife, Carol Ries Seubert;
daughter, Sara A. Seubert; mother, Alda
L. Reeves; and brother, John F. Seubert. A
memorial service will be held at St. Berna-
dette Church in Silver Spring, MD, on De-
cember 31, 2024, at 11 a.m. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations can be made to the National
Kidney Foundation (kidney.org).

www.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.com

SENTER

SUSAN ANN HOFFSTEIN SENTER
Susan Ann Hoffstein Senter, 75, of Arlington,
Virginia, passed away peacefully on Decem-
ber 22, 2024, in the intensive care unit at Vir-
ginia Hospital Center in Arlington, with her
husband Meredith and son Brandon by her
side. She had struggled for over six weeks
with complications from pneumonia.
Susan, the eldest and favorite child of Eli
and Lila Gordon Hoffstein, grew up in Natick,
Massachusetts, with her three younger sib-
lings, Joanne, Gordon and Lee Michael. After
graduating Natick High School, Susan at-
tended MacMurray College and Dean Junior
College before transferring to the University
of Michigan where she graduated in 1971
with a B.S. in Special Education. Her concern
over people with special needs continued
throughout her life.
Susan taught from 1973-1980 as a learning
disabilities specialist at Cardinal Forest Ele-
mentary School in Springfield, Virginia, and
earned a master’s degree from the Universi-
ty of Virginia (M.Ed. Special Education 1978).
While still teaching, she enrolled as a night
student at the Georgetown University Law
Center (J.D. 1982).
In 1982, Susan joined the law firm of Colton
& Boykin where she worked on real estate
syndication deals. She left the firm in 1989
to spend more time with her son. But in
1994, her former boss, Ken Peters, con-
vinced her to join him at Freddie Mac, where
she worked on bespoke financing transac-
tions until her retirement in 2020.
Despite her demanding legal career, Susan’s
life was always centered on her family and
friends and pets. In 1980, Susan met Mer-
edith by happenstance, and they married
in 1985. Two years later, their beloved son
Brandon arrived. Susan was an ever patient
and nurturing mother and best friend and
champion to Brandon. She was her Mere-
dith’s rock.

Susan was famous in the neighborhood for
tucking whimsical “critters” around the yard
and loved watching children (and adults)
discover them. She embraced every holiday,
but especially Thanksgiving—always spent
with extended family—and Christmas. Ev-
ery December, she filled the house with her
nutcracker collection and invited colleagues
and their children to decorate gingerbread
houses in her dining room—it was chaos
but great fun.
Susan traveled extensively, but her favor-
ite destination was Figure Eight Island, NC,
where she vacationed for over 40 years.
During her few short years of retirement,
Susan read voraciously, redecorated her
house, replanted and rearranged her flower
gardens, trained her puppy Loka, attended
OLLI classes at American University and en-
couraged her wide circle of girlfriends to do
the same. In the final months of her life, she
supervised the renovation of her son’s town
home, which her girlfriends promise to help
complete.
Susan had a wonderful sense of humor. But
most of all, she was a loving, warm, gener-
ous, caring, and kind person, attuned to the
interests, concerns and needs of family and
friends.
Susan dealt with lupus and its challenges for
most of her life. She managed it with dignity
and determination. Ultimately, however, the
treatment left her severely immunosup-
pressed. As time passed, it took her longer
to recover from an infection, and despite
her strength, toughness and will to live, the
last infection proved impossible to cure. The
family thanks the dedicated team in the ICU.
Susan would also want to acknowledge
Bob Brown, who has managed Susan and
Meredith’s household for over 40 years and
helped raise their son, and Kim Kruse, their
trainer and Susan’s confidant for 26 years.
Susan is survived by Meredith and Brandon;
siblings Joanne (Bruce, deceased), Gordon
(Jody) and Lee Michael (Michele); and her
nephews and nieces Corey (Lauren), Jenna
(Toby), Kyle, Taylor (Chris), Craig and Kayla;
and her aunt Marge (Brent). She was just
as much a member of Meredith’s family:
his brothers Max (Liz) and Michael (Nancy);
and nieces and nephew Katie (Iris), Kenan
and Mathilde. And she will be missed by her
sweet puppy Loka. She loved and looked out
for every one of them.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made in Susan’s memory to the VHC
Health Foundation, designated to the ICU,
vhchealthfoundation.org/give. Even better,
Susan’s family asks that, while you can, you
remind the special people in your life how
much you love and cherish them.
A celebration of Susan’s extraordinary life
will take place at a future date.

WELLS

MAJOR J WELLS SR. (Age 93)
Major J. Wells, Sr., affectionately
known as “Bo” was born on Oc-
tober 29, 1931 in Dillsboro, NC
to the late James and Ketherine
Love Wells and passed away on
Thursday, December 19, 2024.

Major attended elementary school in Dill-
boro, NC before relocating to Washington,
DC and graduating from Dunbar High School.
Following high school, he matriculated to St.
Paul’s College in Lawrenceville, VA where he
would earn dual bachelors’ degrees in Math
and Science. Major married Shirley Moss, a
fellow alumnus of St. Paul’s College.

He leaves to cherish in his memory; a de-
voted wife, Shirley Moss Wells; a son, Ma-
jor James Wells, Jr. (Deidra); a grandson,
Major James Wells III “Trey”; a sister, Marye
Wells-Harley (Ernest), a sister-in-law; Hel-
en Moss; two nephews, Marlon K. Beck
(Yvonne) and Greg Wells (Sabrina), and a
host of great nieces, nephews, cousins, as
well as many other relatives.

Viewing and visitation will be held on Friday,
January 3, 2025 from 10 a.m. untill time
of service 11 a.m. at Matthews Memorial
Baptist Church, 2616 Martin Luther King, Jr.
AVE. SE, Washington, DC 20020. Interment
at: Moss’s Family Cemetery, Bumpass, VA.
Arrangements by LYLES FUNERAL SERVICE,
Serving Northern Virginia, Eric S. Lyles, Di-
rector. Lic. VA/DC/MD, 1-800388-1913.
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BANKS

SHARON P. BANKS
Sharon P. Banks of Washington, DC, died on
December 11, 2024, at age 82, after a pro-
longed illness. A graduate of Morgan State
University (1964) and Howard University
School of Law (1967), Attorney Banks’ long
career embodied public service, advocacy,
higher education and student mentorship,
beginning with Neighborhood Legal Ser-
vices and concluding with her retirement
from Howard University’s Office of Gener-
al Counsel. Sharon is survived by her son,
Christopher Banks Carr; sister, DeAnna
Banks Beane; niece, Songhay Beane; and
great-nephews, Shaka Barrett and Tarik
Barrett. Sharon’s nephew, Mark Beane,
preceded her in death three days earlier.
A memorial service for Sharon and Mark
will be held on Saturday, January 4, with
Family Hour at 10 a.m. and Service at 11
a.m., at Asbury United Methodist Church,
926 11th St. NW, Washington, DC 20001. In
lieu of flowers, please consider a memori-
al gift to Howard University School of Law
(202-238-2340).

BEANE

MARK WENDELL BEANE
Mark Wendell Beane of Washington, DC,
died on December 8, 2024, at age 61, af-
ter many years of debilitating illness. Fol-
lowing graduation from Howard University
School of Engineering (1985) and Universi-
ty of California at Berkeley (1995), he held
several electrical engineering positions in
the DC area while avidly studying ancient
African history and actively pursuing the
uplift of his community. Mark is survived
by his mother, DeAnna Banks Beane; sister,
Songhay Beane; nephews, Shaka Barrett
and Tarik Barrett; and cousin, Christopher
Banks Carr. He predeceased his aunt, Sha-
ron P. Banks, by 3 days. A memorial service
for Mark and Sharon will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, January 4, with Family Hour
at 10 a.m., at Asbury United Methodist
Church, 926 11th St. NW, Washington, DC
20001.

BYARS

MATTHEW DAVID BYARS
With profound sadness, we announce
the sudden passing of our beloved son,
Matthew on November 21, 2024. Born in
Brooklyn, NY, and raised in Bethesda, MD,
Matthew graduated from Walter Johnson
High School, where he shined in acting
and singing. He continued his passion for
performance at Frostburg State University,
earning a degree in Theater.
After college,Matthew pursued a career as
a talent agent, driven by his love for the
entertainment industry. His greatest joys
included attending concerts and shows,
exploring real estate, cherishing animals,
performing karaoke, enjoying stand-up
comedy, and spending time with friends.
Matthew’s kind and generous spirit
touched everyone who knew him, and his
loss will be deeply felt.
A memorial service will be held on January
28 at 2 p.m. at North Chevy Chase Chris-
tian Church, 8814 Kensington Parkway,
Chevy Chase, MD.
In lieu of flowers, contributions to Walter
Johnson High School’s Theater Program
are greatly appreciated.
For more details and the full obituary,
please visit
www.pumphreyfuneralhome.com.

INMEMORIAM

VAN CHAU

ANDRÉ NGUYEN VAN CHAU (Age 89)
André Nguyen Van Chau passed away
peacefully at his home in Katy, Texas, on the
early afternoon of Sunday, December 15,
2024, surrounded by his loving family. At 89,
he left an indelible mark on the world, ap-
proaching each day with enlightened intel-
lect, unwavering faith, tender compassion,
and an infectious smile.
Born in the Imperial Citadel of Hue, Vietnam,
in 1935, André dedicated his life to diploma-
cy, humanitarian efforts, family, and the writ-
ten word. He grew up in a time of war and
upheaval, in a country steeped in tradition.
Many of his childhood friends, who would go
on to become poets, politicians, and clergy,
shared his commitment to building a better
world.
Guided by his intellect and passion for
lifelong learning, André chose the path of
scholarship. He earned doctorates in lan-
guage and literature from the Sorbonne in
Paris, France, and, upon returning to Viet-
nam, served as a professor, inspiring a gen-
eration of students.
During the turmoil of the Vietnam War, An-
dré undertook numerous efforts to help his
fellow countrymen survive the conflict. Af-
ter the fall of Saigon in 1975, he, along with
many family members, fled Vietnam as refu-
gees. Arriving in the United States, he found

his footing in Southeast Texas, where he
devoted himself to resettlement efforts for
refugees seeking to rebuild their lives along
the Gulf Coast.
His passion for serving refugees from across
the globe became a cornerstone of his
life’s work, including his service as Secre-
tary General of the International Catholic
Migration Commission, based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Throughout his career, André
aided millions of migrants and refugees of
all creeds. Fluent in more than a dozen lan-
guages, he bridged cultural divides with in-
tegrity and compassion, always focused on
uplifting the less fortunate and challenging
oppression. For his extraordinary contribu-
tions, he was honored with knighthoods in
the Catholic Order of Malta and the Order of
the Holy Sepulchre.
In his later years, André returned to Texas
and to his love of the written word. Among
his many published works, he wrote about
his lifelong friend Cardinal Francis Xavier
Nguyen Van Thuan in his book The Miracle of
Hope, which has been translated into nine
languages. His decades-long labor of love,
The New Vietnamese-English Dictionary, re-
mains a testament to his dedication to pre-
serving and celebrating language.
Above all else, the greatest joy for André
was his family. He is survived by his wife, Sa-
grario; his son Andrew and wife Jodie, and
their children Katelyn and Drew; his daugh-
ter Boi-Lan and her daughters, Géraldine
and Alix; his son Michael and wife Rachel,
and their children Noah, Isabelle, and Luke;
and his son Xavier. He is also survived by
several loving brothers and sisters, as well
as numerous nieces and nephews.
The family extends heartfelt gratitude to the
caregivers and friends who supported An-
dré in his final days. A celebration of his life
will be held at 12 noon on Friday, January 3,
2025, at Saint Faustina Catholic Church in
Fulshear, Texas.
Whether playfully recounting tales from his
travels or sharing words of wisdom around
a table of his favorite Vietnamese delicacies,
André’s love and humility always left a last-
ing impression. He continues to serve as a
beacon for his family and all who knew him.

DEATH NOTICE

CLARK

SAVANNA VAUGHN CLARK
March 10, 1927 - December 14, 2024

Savanna Clark, an educator, philanthropist
and socialite died at home in DC. She was
97. She was the widow of Dr. Charles War-
field Clark. She had a teaching career that
included institutions such as Southern Uni-
versity, Baton Rouge; Langston University;
North Carolina Central College, Durham;
and the University of the District of Co-
lumbia.

She was an active contributor to a num-
ber of organizations: organizing the Capital
City chapter of The Links, Inc.; a founding
member of the Women’s Committee of the
National Museum of Women in the Arts; a
founding member for the Kennedy Center
Friends and Volunteers, Golden Circle and
Honors Committees; Vice President of the
Women’s Committee of the Washington
Ballet and Chairperson for the Howard
University School of Communications
Scholarsh. Homegoing services were held
on Friday December 27, 2024. Interment,
Sunny Slope Cemetery, West Point, VA.

www.mcguire-services.com

DIX

KEVIN WILLIAM DIX (Age 66)
Proud UVA alumnus Kevin William Dix
passed away on December 16, 2024. He
is survived by his wife, Marni Matyac; his
mother, Margaret Dix; his sisters, Gillian
Likins and Glenys Dix. He is predeceased
by his father, Thomas Dix, and brother, T.
Keith Dix. A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, January 11, 2025, at
Trinity Episcopal Church in Manassas, VA,
with a reception to follow. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions may be made
to Insight Memory Care Center at www.
insightmcc.org.
“I have worn the honors of Honor. I gradu-
ated from Virginia.”-James Hay Jr.

JACKSON

EUGENE DONNELL JACKSON “Gene”
(Age 64)

Of Washington, DC transitioned on Decem-
ber 12, 2024, at 12 p.m. Beloved son of
Laurane Pringle Jackson and the late John
Jackson; dear brother of Gregory Jackson
(Kristina); special nephew of George, John-
nie “Eddie” (Lucille), Sharon, Yuletta and
deceased aunts, Gertrude “Trudy” Pring-
le Peoples and Patricia Pringle Hawkins;
dearest love of Delores Jackson; and a host
of family members and friends. Viewing on
Saturday, January 4, from 10 a.m. until ser-
vice at 11 a.m., at Greater Morning Star
Apostolic Ministries, 1700 Ritchie Marlboro
Road, Largo, Maryland 20774. Service en-
trusted to Wiseman Funeral Home.

FUNERAL HOMES

HOLIDAY HOURS

PAID DEATH NOTICES
HOLIDAY HOURS

Tuesday
December 31, 2024

11 a.m. ~ 3 p.m.

Wednesday
January 1, 2025

SELF SERVICE ONLY

Photo Deadline 1 p.m.
NO EXCEPTIONS

To place a notice:
Call: 202-334-4122

Self Service:
https://selfserviceadvertising.washing-
tonpost.com/adportal/obits/index.html

INMEMORIAM

DEATH NOTICE

ANDERSON

HARVEY JAMES ANDERSON II
Harvey James Anderson II – proud father
and husband, accomplished lawyer, dedi-
cated sponsor and mentor, cherished friend,
avid surfer – led his life with love and light
and it is with profound sadness that we
share his sudden passing on December 19,
2024, at the age of 61. He leaves behind his
loving family, mother Joan Fowler Anderson,
wife Denelle Dixon, and their sons Cole An-
derson, Luke Anderson, Dylan Thayer, Trevor
Thayer, and Jax Thayer. In death, he joins his
father Harvey James Anderson I.

Born in Washington, DC, Harvey was raised
by his parents, Joan and Harvey,who instilled
in him a strong sense of family, community,
and faith that guided him throughout his
adult life and career. Harvey progressively
followed a call west starting with Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin where he completed his
Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering at Mar-
quette University and built friendships that
would prove to be lifelong. Upon graduation,
he continued on his westward path, finally
settling by the ocean he loved so deeply in
the San Francisco Bay Area, which he called
home for more than 35 years.

There, he studied law at the University of
San Francisco School of Law, which set him
on course for a prolific career, throughout
which he was known and admired for his
strategic vision and commitment to doing
the right thing. His work ethic and talent
brought him to the most senior offices at the
intersection of tech, law, and policy. He led
the legal and policy functions at HP as the
Chief Legal Officer, successfully navigated
the business, legal and policy needs of AVG,
and used his innovative thinking to create
some of the most impactful policy and busi-
ness programs at Mozilla. After retirement,
Harvey dedicated himself to beginning a
new adventure as an Adjunct Professor at
University of California Berkeley School of
Law on the “business of law.” He served on
the Board of Trustees for Marquette Uni-
versity, a member of the board of Common
Sense Media, and as a strategic advisor and
board member for startups throughout his
career. Less formally, he always freely and
enthusiastically gave wisdom and advice to
anyone who sought him out for mentorship
or career guidance - even if his sons some-

times gave him feedback that his lessons
took too long!

His intellect, judiciousness, and talent as a
leader and lawyer made him an incredible
force in the workplace but his greatest gifts
to the world were his spirit of warmth, gen-
erosity, and devotion to his family and com-
munity. As someone guided deeply by his
faith, Harvey was committed to service and
driven by a sense of responsibility to share
the goodness that life bestowed upon him
with others. He found every opportunity to
give to those in need, either donating time
at local organizations, building houses annu-
ally for underserved communities in Mexico,
or even just being an available ear to listen
and support as someone who battled life’s
challenges. Harvey proudly achieved 35
years of sobriety through hard work, dedica-
tion and support from members of the Pro-
gram. His commitment to the Program was
unmatched as he served as a guiding light
and sponsor to countless men and women,
supporting their journeys to not only reach
sobriety, but to thrive. Harvey had a rare gift
to make someone feel seen, heard, and un-
derstood.

But Harvey was at his happiest when spend-
ing time with his wife, Denelle, and their five
sons, Luke, Cole, Dylan, Trevor, and Jax. Har-
vey and Denelle’s journey to each other took
time, but when they found each other and
blended their families, Harvey embraced
every moment spent together and lived his
most core values to ensure their home was
joyful, supportive, and welcoming. He was
there to cheer them on at events whether
it be sports, performances or in Denelle’s
case speaking engagements (for which he
had a front row seat for her speeches from
Rome to Nairobi), to play any and all games
together from board games and trivia to
pickleball and paintball, to spend holidays
in their favorite places always trying to get
to surfing (especially Hawaii), or just quiet
time together. His family was the center of
his world and he was immensely proud of
his wife and sons.

Harvey will be remembered for always say-
ing yes to life – yes to fun, yes to sharing
his good fortune, yes to anything with his
boys and wife, yes to putting his feet in the
ocean, yes to discovering the world, yes to
listening, yes to being there for those who
asked or needed him, and always yes to
surfing.

Harvey was the embodiment of someone
who lived his life to the fullest and in ser-
vice of those he loved and his community.
And in doing so, he managed to touch so
many lives - inspiring each one to carry on
his legacy.

A service will be held in honor of Harvey’s
life at Corpus Christi Church in Piedmont,
California on January 9, 2025 at 7 p.m., and a
Celebration of Harvey’s tremendous life will
be held on January 11, 2025. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family requests donations be made
to Marquette University EOP Program, Sur-
frider Foundation, or Common Sense Media.

GRANT

EDWARD JOEL GRANT

Ed Grant, longtime owner of Grant Antiques

Edward Joel Grant died on December 14,
2023 in Philadelphia PA at 82. He leaves his
wife Jane; his sons Michael (Penelope) and
Gregory (Elisabetta); sister Alice; ex-wife
Jackie; granddaughter Antonia; nephew Ben
and innumerable cousins and offspring, all
of whom were attached to him, as he was
to them. The family held a graveside memo-
rial service and he was then interred in King
David Cemetery, Putman Valley, NY.

Ed was born in the Bronx the son of Fran-
ces and William (Willy) Grant and lived first
in Parkchester, one of the earliest planned
communities; White Plains for high school,
Lehigh at 16!! and soon achieved a BA, BS,
MS in electrical engineering, a wife, a few
years later a second MS from George Wash-
ington University and in short order, two
sons.

In the cold war late 60s, Ed and family lived
in Northern England for a couple of years for
his work for the NSA (the National Security
Agency). England had a very lasting effect
on his professional and personal life.

Several years after returning to the Wash-
ington, DC area, England’s Past enticed
him, and he left the code breaking world to
become a successful and knowledgeable
antiques dealer importing furniture and
furnishings from England and Europe. The
family expanded with a cherished Puli dog
named Chien and unfortunately contracted
with a divorce in the mid 70s. Ed met Jane,
and they married on New Year’s eve 1979
and she soon joined him in his antiques ca-
reer. They were rarely separated during their
43 year marriage.

Grant Antiques was known for its large scale
and its unique and high-quality items at a
price recognizable by middle class buyers.
It was featured frequently in Home Design
Magazines such as Architectural Digest. Ed
and Jane had the task of needing to travel
oversees four or five times a year, for two or
three weeks at a time. He was quietly proud
of their business’s stature. They retired in
2018 and moved from suburban Maryland
to center city Philadelphia and finally could
replace their long-departed Chien.

Ed’s manner was unassuming and easy-
going coupled with unexpected flashes of
quick wit and humor. Tall and slim with an
enviable head of curly black – later silver
– hair, he had a remarkable presence. His
favorite activities were the antique buying
trips abroad, but his other favorite activity
was working his computer, with which he
had a lifelong love affair. He designed and
programmed Grant Antique’s web site, one
of the first for an antique business, and
scores of other dealers used it as their mod-
el. He was already a skilled photographer
and soon became an expert in photoshop.

Ed was diagnosed with Prostate Cancer in
2003. It returned in 2005. He was very pro-
active and lived another active 18 years, a
true accomplishment.

He is severely missed by the many who
loved him.

MCDONALD

DR. JAMES PATRICK MCDONALD
James Patrick McDonald, beloved husband,
father and grandfather, passed away on No-
vember 7, 2024, in Alexandria, Virginia. He
was 82 years old.

Patrick was born in Fairmont, West Virginia
on March 30, 1942, to Ouida Stonestreet,
a high school English and French teacher
and Romeo McDonald, an executive for
the Monongahela Power Company. Patrick
graduated in the top of his class at Fairmont
Senior High School and in 1959 he was se-
lected to be a Robert Lincoln McNeill Schol-
ar at theWharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania where he received his under-
graduate degree in 1963. He continued his
studies at the Wharton School, as a Samuel
S. Fels Fellow and received his Master’s in
Governmental Administration in 1965.

In the months after he graduated, he moved
to Arlington, Virginia where he met his fu-
ture wife,Anne Bevan, an elementary school
teacher and daughter of Dr. George R. Bev-
an and Eunice Minor, from Bayonne, New
Jersey. While dating Anne, Patrick enlisted
in the army (being part of the Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps in college), working for
the Quartermaster Corps at the Pentagon
for one year before being stationed at Cam
Ranh Bay, Vietnam as an Army Captain (one
of the youngest at that time). He earned a
Vietnam Campaign Medal, a Bronze Star
and a National Defense Medal. In 1969, he
married Anne and soon moved to the Rose-
mont neighborhood of Alexandria, Virginia
and later with Anne and his two young chil-
dren to Mount Vernon, Virginia.

His career path reflected in equal measure
his strong work ethic, skills and intelligence.
In 1967, he began working as Budget An-
alyst for the Fairfax County Government.
Drawing on his business and management
training -- and instilled with a strong com-
mitment to help his larger community and
interest in public finance -- he quickly rose
through the ranks to become the Deputy
County Executive of Budget and Planning in
1976 at only age 34. He also completed his
Doctorate in Public Administration from the
George Washington University only one year
later in 1977. The strong value he placed
on education, learning and knowledge, was
evident to all who knew him and would con-
tinue throughout his life. Beginning in the
early 1970s, Patrick supervised the creation,
installation and operation of the financial

management and administrative structure
of Fairfax County Government where under
his leadership, Fairfax County obtained a tri-
ple A Bond rating in 1975 – a rating which
was maintained throughout his tenure. City
and State magazine even described to Fair-
fax County as the “best financially managed
county” in the country.

The Washington Post once referred to him
as the ‘Money Man’ for Fairfax County and
noted his John Dean-like spectacles and
neatly tailored suit –observing that he ap-
peared “cool, calm, collected and freshly
pressed at any hour of the working day.”
Anyone who knew him knew -- he was al-
ways prepared, placed a premium on punc-
tuality, and always rose to the occasion in
the face of challenges. Patrick retired from
this position in 1994 at which point he was
overseeing 1,500 employees in 13 agencies.
Fairfax County Executive at the time, Robert
J. O’Neill, Jr. referred to him as one of the
“real experts in public finance” crediting
Patrick for doing a “wonderful job position-
ing the county on solid ground financially”.
Following his retirement from the county, he
held the position of the Associate Director
of Operations at the Smithsonian National
Museum of Natural History for three years
and was engaged in several financial man-
agement consulting activities.

He will be remembered by all who knew and
loved him as a very kind and smart person
– a loving father, grandfather and husband
who cared deeply for his family and many
friends across his life beginning in Fairmont.
He was generous with his time, resources
and many talents including his ability to
sing, cook gourmet meals, and to teach. He
was a devout Christian, enjoyed studying
the Bible and trying to help others, particu-
larly those who were mistreated. He always
engaged, he always showed up, he always
spoke up, and always tried to do his best
and what he felt was right – and by his ex-
ample, encouraged others to do the same.
He was a deacon at Fairlington Presbyterian
Church, contributed to Christian Endeav-
or and Wycliffe Bible Translators – with his
home considered one of the many hospitali-
ty houses in the Northeastern United States
for Wycliffe. He attended Aldersgate Unit-
ed Methodist Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, and most recently, the First Baptist
Church of Alexandria.

Above all, he was an irreplaceable person
to all who knew and loved him – a mentor, a
family man, a true friend with a great sense
of humor and a sweet soul – and we know
now that he is with his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Survivors include: his wife Anne; son
Andrew (Suzie) and daughter Laura Ston-
estreet; siblings Candace (Hugh) Springer
and R.M. (Jane) McDonald; grandchildren
Carleigh and Kaegan; nephews Matthew
(Susan) and Scott (Stacey) McDonald, Tom
(Nikki) and James (deceased) (Merry) Spring-
er and niece Stephany Licci; and grandniec-
es and grandnephews Jordan McDonald and
Alex, Julia, Gabrielle, and Aiden Springer.

Funeral services were held on November
19, 2024, at the First Baptist Church of Alex-
andria. In honor of Patrick, donations can be
sent to Wycliffe Bible Translators (reference:
Bamonda Cluster Project, #981669) P.O. Box
628200 Orlando, FL 32862-8200.
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MCHUGH

BARBARA MCHUGH
We are saddened to announce the passing
of Barbara McHugh, who died peacefully in
Alexandria, Virginia on December 19, 2024
at the age of 87.

She was born in Baltimore, MD on July 2,
1937. Barb grew up in a military family as
the oldest of eight children, and thus was
accustomed to a military lifestyle and the
busy pace of growing up in a large family-
She graduated from Towson Catholic High
School. Barbara met her future husband of
68 years, Tom, at his senior Prom in 1953,
and they were married in 1956.

As a military wife, she supported her hus-

band in his chosen career while caring for
the family, keeping them together during
countless moves and deployments over the
course of 34 years. She was an active vol-
unteer and loved helping others, whether it
was being part of the PTA, military spouse
organizations, the Catholic Women of the
Chapel, or just helping military families in
their time of need. She loved annual family
vacations and insisted on keeping the large
group under one roof as often as possible.
Barbara’s passion was spending time in the
kitchen; cooking, baking, canning vegeta-
bles from the garden, and entertaining al-
ways gave her great pleasure. Of her many
talents, sewing, needlepoint, and knitting
ranked high. She continued her mom’s tra-
dition of knitting Christmas stockings which
continues today---all the way down to her
great grandchildren.

Barbara was a treasured wife, Mom, and
grandmother. Faith and family were al-
ways her mainstays, and she will be sorely
missed. Barbara is survived by her husband,
Tom, and her four children: Mike (Martha),
Stephen (Berkeley), Sharon (Doug), and Kev-
in. She also leaves behind eight adoring
grandchildren, Tom, Chris, Sarah, Brian, Mi-
chael, Cody, Sally, Kate and 13 great grand-
children. A funeral mass celebrating Barba-
ra’s life will be held on Thursday, January 9,
2025 at Good Shepherd Catholic Church at
10:30 a.m. In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made in her memory to either the Ameri-
can Lung Association or the Archdiocese for
the Military Services.

MOOREFIELD

TOMMY RAY MOOREFIELD
Tommy Ray Moorefield, 84, of Hughesville,
MD (formerly of Clinton, MD) passed away
peacefully on December 18, 2024.

He was born on January 29, 1940, in Clover,
VA to the late Tommie Lee and Rosa Erma
Moorefield.

Tommy Ray left the family farm in Scotts-
burg, VA in 1960 to begin a distinguished
42-year career with the Federal Bureau
of Investigation in Washington, DC, then
extended an additional 15 years with BAE
Systems before fully retiring in 2019. He
completed his Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Maryland in 1976. He
also served for 5 years in the Army National
Guard of Virginia, receiving his Honorable
Discharge in March 1965.

On July 30, 1966, he married the love of his
life, Dorothy Garner “Dottie” Moorefield, at
St. John Francis Regis Catholic Church in
Hollywood, MD, celebrating nearly 48 won-

derful years of marriage before her passing
in June 2014. Together they enjoyed casinos,
antiquing, cruises and traveling the world.
Tommy Ray selflessly volunteered countless
hours in his community, most notably with
the Clinton Boys and Girls Club as a youth
coach and board member for over 20 years.

Tommy Ray is survived by his children: Bri-
an Raymond Moorefield (Hope) of Crofton,
MD, Michael Robert Moorefield of Upper
Marlboro, MD, Sheila Moorefield Norlin of
Manassas, VA, and Sharon Lee Moorefield
of Falls Church, VA; brother: Jackie Wayne
Moorefield of Ringgold, VA; and granddaugh-
ters: Hayley Nicole Norlin of Richmond, VA,
Cara Marie Norlin of Manassas, VA, and
Emerson Grace Moorefield of Crofton, MD.
In addition to his parents and beloved wife,
Dottie, Tommy Ray is also preceded in death
by his siblings: Rebecca Lee Moorefield
Green, Thelma James Moorefield, Mary Lu-
cille Moorefield, Dorothy Moorefield Conner,
and Betty Jane Moorefield.

Family will receive friends on Monday, Jan-
uary 6, 2025, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., with
a Service celebrated by Reverend Raymond
Schmidt at 12 p.m., at Brinsfield Funeral
Home, 22955 Hollywood Road, Leonard-
town, MD 20650. Interment will follow at St.
John Francis Regis Catholic Church Ceme-
tery, 43950 Saint Johns Road, Hollywood,
MD 20636.

Memorial contributions may be made in
Tommy Ray’s name to Hospice of the Chesa-
peake, 2505 Davis Road, Waldorf, MD 20663
or at www.hospicechesapeake.org.

Condolences may be made to the family at
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Funeral
Home, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

ROWLAND

ELLEN PHELPS ROWLAND
Ellen Phelps Rowland passed away peace-
fully at age 67 at home on December 19,
2024, after a year-long battle with duodenal
cancer. She was born in Niagara Falls, NY to
Margaret Orr and John Phelps. Ellen attend-
ed Wells College for two years before trans-
ferring to the University of Rochester where
she graduated Summa Cum Laude with a
B.A. in Biology in May 1979 and honored as
a Phi Beta Kappa. There she met her future
husband Steve Rowland, who graduated the
year before and was commissioned in the
Navy. Ellen became a hospital medical lab
technician after college. They married at the
end of his first sea tour in January 1982 and
lived in Virginia, California, Rhode Island,
Maryland and Japan during Steve’s 27-year
Navy career. Ellen excelled as a Navy wife
(sometimes referred to as the hardest job
in the Navy) and was often a single parent
while Steve was underway and on numer-
ous deployments. They lived in Fairfax Sta-
tion since 1998. Ellen enjoyed Jazzercise for
over 40 years, and it was a major part of her

weekly routine after moving to Fairfax Sta-
tion. Her Jazzercise family included some of
her very best friends. Ellen enjoyed “making
memories” at Lake Anna, gardening, baking,
crossword and jigsaw puzzles, carrying on
her father’s annual Kentucky Derby par-
ty tradition, and quilting baby blankets for
each of her newborn grandchildren. She
was also a long-time member of the The
Washington-Tokyo Women’s Club. She was
a woman of many talents who excelled at
everything she tackled. Ellen believed in giv-
ing back and typically volunteered for one
or two organizations at a time to include the
Pohick Regional Library, Lorton Community
Action Center, Workhouse Arts Center, and
Navy/Marine Corps Relief Society Ball Com-
mittee.

She was predeceased by her parents and
older sister Lorna. She is survived by her
husband Steve; children John (Katelyn),
William (Hallie) and Margaret Kimble (Da-
vid) and grandchildren Emma, Ellie, Jack
and Johnnie; sister Sandra Fischbein (Paul),
nephew Joel and niece Samantha. Special
thanks to Sandra for her untiring support
during Ellen’s last year, traveling from Cali-
fornia to Virginia nearly every month to help
take care of her sister and support Steve.

Ellen’s priority was always her family. She
was a wonderful daughter, sister, wife,
mother and Nana. Ellen was very proud of
the adults her children became and loved
taking care of them and her grandchildren.
She felt so fortunate that all were in the lo-
cal area. Ellen was loved and will be deeply
missed by her family and friends.

A private memorial open house will be held
on January 4 for family and friends. Dona-
tions may be made in Ellen’s memory to the
American Cancer Society, one of her favor-
ite charities.

SWARD

DR. GILBERT L. SWARD
December 30, 1930-September 19, 2024

Dr. Gilbert L. Sward, Gil, whose family will re-
member and honor him on his birthday the
30th of December, passed away on Septem-
ber 19, 2024. At the time, he was staying at
a memory-care-facility in Kensington, close
to his home in Chevy Chase, MD.

A lifelong Washingtonian, Gil received his
early education in the DC public schools,
graduating from Woodrow Wilson High
School in 1949. He received his undergrad-
uate (1953) and graduate degrees in mathe-
matics from Duke University and his doctor-
ate from the University of Illinois.

Gil’s main passions and interests were
teaching and playing tennis. He taught high

level mathematics at various colleges and
universities, retiring with the title of Profes-
sor Emeritus from Montgomery College, MD
in 2001. He taught mathematics part-time
for more than a decade after that. He is
listed in a recent edition of Who is Who in
America. He was also an enthusiastic mem-
ber of The Fossils and Science and Religion.

Gil attended theatrical performances, con-
certs, Smithsonian lecture series in Wash-
ington with great pleasure. He loved his
home, neighborhood, neighbors, and the
many friendships he cultivated. He enjoyed
people and had many witty verbal exchang-
es with them. He loved to visit his wife’s
high school and college in New York City
and her family in Hungary.

Gil is survived by his loving family whom he
enjoyed and cherished: his wife of 17 years,
Veronika K. Crane, his sons Douglas and Da-
vid, his daughters-in-law Honey and Erika,
and his grandchildren Cameron, Matthew,
Colin, and Leila.

Gil’s family is very grateful to friends and rel-
atives who joined us to help mourn his loss
by celebrating his life on October 12, 2024.

On February 1, 2025 the 8 a.m. Mass at The
Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament in
DC (3630 Quesada St. NW) will be offered
for Gil and his loved ones. His ashes will be
interred on the same day at Gate of Heav-
en Cemetery in Silver Spring, MD (13801
Georgia Ave.) at 2 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
donations to WETA, The Baltimore Sympho-
ny Orchestra, or to Operation Smile will be
appreciated.

WICK

LEANDER WICK
Leander “Lee” John Wick of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, son of Leander J and Gertrude E Wick
(both deceased) was born October 14, 1937,
in Fussville, Wisconsin. He is survived by his
loving wife of 43 years, Elaine Frevert Wick;
a loving son, Andy Wick of Vienna, Virginia;
and two grandchildren, Christopher and

Victoria, and step grandchild Elizabeth; his
three sisters Kathy (Don), Ruthie, Coreen
(Bob) and brother Jerry (Debbie). Lee’s first
wife Frances preceded him in death in 1979.
Lee was a dispensed Catholic priest as of
1972- and one-time member of the Capu-
chin Franciscan Order. He served as prison
chaplain in Marquette, Michigan and chap-
lain at St. Elizabeths Hospital in Washington,
DC in the late 1960s and early 1970s. He
retired as a Fairfax County employee from
Mount Vernon Center for Community Men-
tal Health in 1996, where he held numerous
positions. He loved sharing his family stories
in books he wrote and sharing his wood-
working hobby by giving away one OOS of
homemade bird houses. He played golf with
his senior golf crew, was an avid gardener
who gifted tomatoes and was a great base-
ball and football fan. Lee was beloved as a
wise and helpful community member, advo-
cate, and loved by his family and neighbors.
Funeral arrangements will be available at
Everly Wheatley Funeral Home in Alexan-
dria, Virginia.
In lieu of flowers contributions can be made
to the Carpenter’s Shelter of Alexandria or
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Alexandria.
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for the 48 contiguous states excludes Antarctica
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51° 4:00 p.m.

42° 2:00 a.m.
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Washington 1:37 a.m. 6:53 a.m. 1:19 p.m. 6:59 p.m.

Annapolis 3:05 a.m. 9:35 a.m. 4:39 p.m. 10:58 p.m.

Ocean City 6:06 a.m. 12:35 p.m. 6:19 p.m. none

Norfolk 1:35 a.m. 8:12 a.m. 2:41 p.m. 8:28 p.m.
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Sun 7:26 a.m. 4:55 p.m.

Moon 6:35 a.m. 3:29 p.m.

Venus 10:11 a.m. 8:41 p.m.
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Saturn 11:01 a.m. 10:15 p.m.
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Trace

Blue Ridge: Today, breezy, rain, some heavy. High 50

to 54. Winds south 15–25 mph. Tonight, mostly cloudy;

periods of rain, a thunderstorm, but showers in northern

parts. Low 39 to 43. Winds west–southwest 7–14 mph.

Atlantic beaches: Today, mainly cloudy, windy; a morning

shower in spots in the north. High 59 to 70. Winds south

20–30 mph. Tonight, heavy rain, a thunderstorm early, then

rain, windy. Low 51 to 55. Winds south 15–25 mph.

Pollen: Low

Grass Low

Trees Low

Weeds Low

Mold Low

UV: Low
1 out of 11+

Air Quality: Good
Dominant cause: Nitrogen oxide
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Waterways: Upper Potomac River: Today, a morning shower, then

rain. Wind south–southeast 8–16 knots. Waves 1–3 feet. • Lower

Potomac and Chesapeake Bay: Today, mostly cloudy. Wind southeast

12–25 knots. Waves 1–3 feet on the Lower Potomac; 2–4 feet on

the Chesapeake Bay.• River Stages: The stage at Little Falls will be

around 3.20 feet today, rising to 3.40 Monday. Flood stage at Little

Falls is 10 feet.

Albany, NY 49/46/r 56/35/r

Albuquerque 59/37/s 57/29/s

Anchorage 16/13/s 19/13/s

Atlanta 66/48/r 64/50/s

Austin 74/49/s 83/50/s

Baltimore 62/49/r 60/37/s

Billings, MT 39/29/sn 36/26/sn

Birmingham 64/47/r 65/54/s

Bismarck, ND 41/22/s 26/19/c

Boise 48/29/r 41/22/pc

Boston 49/45/r 57/39/r

Buffalo 58/40/r 44/34/sh

Burlington, VT 48/42/r 53/36/r

Charleston, SC 70/53/r 70/48/pc

Charleston, WV 64/44/r 55/38/pc

Charlotte 65/46/r 65/45/pc

Cheyenne, WY 51/32/pc 38/20/sn

Chicago 44/33/r 42/36/c

Cincinnati 60/41/r 53/44/pc

Cleveland 62/39/r 47/35/sh

Dallas 69/52/pc 77/44/s

Des Moines 43/32/pc 42/29/r

Detroit 51/37/r 47/34/pc

El Paso 70/44/pc 75/41/s

Fairbanks, AK –16/–20/s –12/–23/s

Fargo, ND 35/23/s 26/19/c

Hartford, CT 47/42/r 57/34/r

Honolulu 82/71/sh 83/72/s

Houston 71/54/s 78/54/s

Indianapolis 55/39/r 50/41/pc

Jackson, MS 67/48/s 70/54/s

Jacksonville, FL 73/58/t 75/54/s

Kansas City, MO 51/35/pc 48/32/r

Las Vegas 66/46/s 64/42/s

Little Rock 65/46/s 67/47/s

Los Angeles 62/48/pc 64/47/c

Louisville 64/45/r 58/50/c

Memphis 61/46/pc 67/47/pc

Miami 77/70/t 81/69/c

Milwaukee 44/34/r 45/35/pc

Minneapolis 38/29/pc 34/26/c

Nashville 62/47/sh 62/52/pc

New Orleans 71/53/s 71/60/s

New York City 57/53/r 58/42/pc

Oklahoma City 64/43/pc 64/38/s

Omaha 49/31/pc 43/27/r

Orlando 76/64/t 79/62/s

Philadelphia 63/51/c 60/35/pc

Phoenix 75/48/pc 74/49/s

Pittsburgh 62/42/r 49/36/pc

Portland, ME 40/36/r 52/35/r

Portland, OR 50/42/r 49/37/sh

Providence, RI 51/48/r 55/35/r

Raleigh, NC 69/50/r 66/46/pc

Reno, NV 52/27/sh 45/25/pc

Richmond 69/52/r 63/41/c

Sacramento 62/41/r 59/35/s

St. Louis 57/41/r 53/43/c

St. Thomas, VI 81/74/pc 82/72/pc

Salt Lake City 54/30/sh 39/24/s

San Diego 61/49/pc 62/47/s

San Francisco 60/45/r 59/43/s

San Juan, PR 81/73/pc 82/72/pc

Seattle 45/41/r 48/39/sh

Spokane, WA 38/32/r 37/30/c

Syracuse 54/46/r 50/36/sh

Tampa 74/66/t 77/65/s

Addis Ababa 74/44/s 75/44/s

Amsterdam 47/44/c 49/42/c

Athens 52/43/pc 57/40/s

Auckland 76/63/pc 76/60/sh

Baghdad 66/42/pc 69/44/s

Bangkok 88/70/s 90/68/pc

Beijing 41/22/pc 44/17/pc

Berlin 37/33/c 41/32/c

Bogota 65/50/r 65/49/r

Brussels 41/39/c 44/36/c

Buenos Aires 77/68/pc 81/70/pc

Cairo 67/52/s 65/53/s

Caracas 75/62/pc 73/64/c

Copenhagen 46/42/c 47/43/r

Dakar 84/71/s 85/71/s

Dublin 50/46/c 51/48/c

Edinburgh 52/48/c 53/48/r

Frankfurt 35/29/c 37/29/c

Geneva 40/27/pc 40/27/s

Ham., Bermuda 67/64/pc 68/65/c

Helsinki 42/34/c 39/25/s

H Chi Mi h Cit 91/71/ 89/73/

Islamabad 64/37/s 65/39/s

Istanbul 48/43/sh 49/39/c

Jerusalem 57/43/pc 50/41/r

Johannesburg 80/61/t 81/62/t

Kabul 47/23/pc 48/25/pc

Kingston, Jam. 87/75/r 88/75/sh

Kolkata 80/59/pc 80/57/pc

Kyiv 35/31/c 37/32/pc

Lagos 90/77/c 90/77/s

Lima 75/66/c 76/66/pc

Lisbon 57/40/s 56/40/s

London 49/43/sh 49/44/c

Madrid 53/30/s 50/31/s

Manila 84/77/c 88/76/pc

Mexico City 72/42/s 73/43/s

Montreal 40/37/r 47/36/r

Moscow 35/32/c 36/28/c

Mumbai 89/75/pc 91/75/pc

Nairobi 81/59/pc 81/60/s

New Delhi 65/49/pc 66/46/pc

Oslo 43/33/c 37/24/c

Ottawa 39/36/r 43/33/r

Paris 40/35/c 39/33/c

Rio de Janeiro 81/73/r 80/73/t

Riyadh 78/55/pc 84/55/pc

Rome 58/36/s 58/38/s

San Salvador 82/65/sh 81/64/sh

Santiago 89/57/s 88/58/s

Sarajevo 38/25/s 42/25/s

Seoul 43/31/pc 51/24/c

Shanghai 52/36/s 58/38/pc

Singapore 89/77/t 87/76/t

Stockholm 44/32/c 37/23/c

Sydney 82/69/s 80/70/s

Taipei City 66/52/pc 73/53/s

Tehran 53/36/s 51/36/s

Tokyo 55/38/s 50/41/pc

Toronto 48/38/r 42/34/sh

Vienna 41/27/s 42/24/s

Warsaw 40/31/c 39/35/c

Today

Afternoon rain

Monday

Partly sunny

Tuesday

Rain

Wednesday

Partly sunny,
windy

Thursday

Partly sunny,
windy

Friday

Partly sunny

Statistics through 5 p.m. Saturday

Difference from 30–yr. avg. (National): this month: –1.4° yr. to date: +2.3°

High: McAllen, TX 91°

Low: Daniel, WY 2°

World

High: Carnarvon, Australia 111°

Low: Delyankir, Russia –63°

Weather map features for noon today.
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WIND: SSE 10–20 mph

HUMIDITY: High

CHNCE PRECIP: 80%

FEELS*: 61°
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WSW 7–14 mph

Moderate

0%

W:
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FEELS: 55°

SE 7–14 mph

Moderate

70%

W:
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FEELS: 43°

WNW 10–20 mph

Moderate

25%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 32°

WNW 10–20 mph

Moderate

5%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 33°

WNW 8–16 mph

Moderate

10%

Warm with a threat of storms

Much of the morning into midday
could end up drier as south winds
pump in relative warmth. High
temperatures will be in the low to
mid-60s. By late afternoon we

should see showers and storms move from the
west (and southwest) eastward into the region.
One or two storms could be strong to severe,
especially south of town. Gusts from the
southeast may get near 35 mph. Showers, storms
and downpours remain possible until about
midnight.

The Weather
washingtonpost .com/weather . x: @capitalweather . facebook .com/capitalweather
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These 10

moments

defined 2024
BY AVA WALLACE

PhOTOS BY The WAShINGTON POST, GeTTY IMAGeS AND ASSOCIATeD PReSS

Clockwise from top left, Carlos alcaraz, shohei Ohtani, imane khelif, Caitlin Clark, noah lyles and stephen Curry created some of the most indelible

sports moments from the past year — which began with the Chiefs’ super Bowl dynasty being sealed with a kiss between travis kelce and taylor swift.

This was a year of sports in transition. Many of the biggest stories of 2024

came from the Paris Olympics; those Games probably marked the ends

of eras in women’s gymnastics, men’s basketball and men’s tennis while

ushering in a new king on the track. ¶ But it wasn’t just the Olympics that

demanded our attention. Women’s sports thrived like never before, one

team established unquestionable supremacy in the NFL, andmegastars

Caitlin Clark and Shohei Ohtani made long-awaited arrivals on their

sports’ grandest stages. Mostly, 2024 seemed to give us a hint of what’s to

come. ¶When I reflect on this past sports year, grand images of athletic

splendor from the Paris Olympics dominate (as do fond memories of my

daily ham-and-cheese baguette). But not every achievement, scandal or

passing of the torch happened on the banks of the Seine. It was a busy year.

Here’s a look at the 10 moments that defined 2024.
STORY, d3

every team claims
to be a collective,
but some are
more cooperative
than others,
especially in the
contract- and
incentive-clause-
driven nFL, as

Dan Quinn knows after 25 hard
years in the league. The
Washington Commanders are
the actual deal, such an
aggregate that their coach can’t
separate out the singular
difference that has flipped them
from 4-13 to 10-5. Quinn
summed this up after struggling
to put his finger on it,
enthusiasm mangling syntax,
but somehow resolving in a
strange clarity.

“I would say the best part of
our team right now is the team,”
he said.

Quinn is in the midst of a
fascinating early-stage build, one
that you sense contains some
insights as useful to people in
neckties and heels as to those
who wear cleats. What
encourages Quinn most about
the Commanders on the verge of
the playoffs is nothing he

See Jenkins On d5

For Quinn,
winning is
cool, calm,
collective

sally
Jenkins

BY BAILEY JOHNSON

TORONTO — In their last game
before the nHL’s holiday break,
the Washington Capitals looked
in need of a breather. On Satur-
day night at Scotiabank Arena,

following a four-day respite be-
tween games, the rejuvenated
Capitals showed off the effects of
that rest.

The Capitals scored five goals,
their most since they notched six
nov. 30, as they beat the Toronto
Maple Leafs, 5-2. Goaltender Lo-
gan Thompson made 35 saves on
37 shots for Washington, includ-
ing a stunning denial with his
glove in the first period. Matt
Murray, making just his second
start of the season, stopped 27
shots for Toronto.

It was a fairly quiet night for

Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin,
who returned after he missed 16
games with a broken left fibula —
until he hit the empty net with
3:23 remaining. He skated 14:58,
put three shots on goal and
dished out three hits. He is 26
goals from breaking Wayne
Gretzky’s nHL record of 894.

“In the game, it happens so
quick, and you have to be ready
for that,” Ovechkin said. “Obvi-
ously, I try to feel how I feel with
the puck, mentally, physically. As
soon as the first shift ended, I
was feeling like, ‘Okay, now I

can play.’”
Trailing by two goals, Toronto

pulled Murray for an extra at-
tacker with more than four min-
utes left. With just over three
minutes to go, Ovechkin chased
down the puck and tucked it into
the vacated net for his 16th goal
of the season and the 869th of his
career.

Coach Spencer Carbery said
Saturday morning that he

See Capitals On d8

Ovechkin boosts o≠ense in his return

capitaLs 5,
MapLe Leafs 2

Scoring output is highest
in almost a month

FRANk GuNN/CANADIAN PReSS/ASSOCIATeD PReSS

alex Ovechkin scored into an empty net with about three minutes

left, leaving him just 26 goals shy of breaking the nHl record.

knicks at Wizards

Monday, 7 p.m., Monumental

falcons at commanders

8:20 p.m., NBC

Inside: Jonathan Allen is activated

from IR and is set to play tonight.d5

BY VARUN SHANKAR

With their leading scorer out,
the Washington Wizards needed
to find new sources of offense
Saturday night against the new
York Knicks.

They found it in three players
— two expected and one anything
but. The first two, Bilal Coulibaly
and Bub Carrington, are lottery
picks and critical parts of the
Wizards’ rebuild. The third, Jus-
tin Champagnie, is on a two-way
contract and entered the season
outside the rotation.

The trio combined for
66 points, with Champagnie’s
career-high 31 leading the way.
But that wasn’t enough to over-
come Jalen Brunson, who scored
a season-high 55 and heard
“MVP!” chants during the Knicks’
136-132 overtime victory at Capi-
tal One Arena. The teams will
meet again Monday night.

“As a team, we fought and we
See Wizards On d8

Brunson is

too much

as Wizards

falter late

knicks 136,
wizards 132 (ot)

Knicks star has 55 points,
spoils Champagnie’s night

baseball

The Diamondbacks make a surprise splash by adding
right-hander Corbin Burnes on a $210 million deal. d2

pRo football

The Bengals keep their playoff hopes alive by beating
the Broncos in OT; the Chargers secure their spot. d5

men’s college basketball

Maryland and Georgetown struggle at points while
returning from their Christmas break but still prevail. d6

capitals at Red Wings

5 p.m., Monumental
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THE DAY IN SPORTS

BASEBALL

Hernández agrees 
to rejoin the Dodgers

Teoscar Hernández is headed 
back to the Los Angeles Dodgers.

The free agent outfielder 
agreed with the reigning World 
Series champions on a three-year, 
$66 million contract, a person 
familiar with the negotiations 
told the Associated Press late 
Friday night.

The person spoke  on the 
condition of anonymity because 
the deal was pending a successful 
physical.

After initially looking for a 
three-year contract that never 
materialized in free agency last 
offseason, Hernández and his 
representatives turned their focus 
to getting the best short-term deal 
from the best team interested. 
That led to a one-year, 
$23.5 million deal with Los 
Angeles, where he joined a loaded 
lineup that included Shohei 
Ohtani, Mookie Betts and 
Freddie Freeman.

Hernández wanted to play 
deep into October, and he did, 
becoming a World Series 
champion during an all-star 
season. He also was the Home 
Run Derby champion and won 
his third career Silver Slugger, 
which earned him a $1 million 
bonus. ... 

The Boston Red Sox 
announced they signed right-
hander Walker Buehler, a two-
time all-star who was on the 
mound when the Dodgers 
clinched the World Series, to a 
one-year deal. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

UCLA beats Gonzaga 
at Clippers’ new arena

Eric Dailey Jr. had 18 points, 
making four three-pointers, and 
No. 22 UCLA edged No. 14 
Gonzaga, 65-62, in the first men’s 
college basketball game played at 
Intuit Dome, the new home of the 
NBA’s Los Angeles Clippers.

Ryan Nembhard’s basket gave 
Gonzaga a 60-58 lead with 
56 seconds left before the Bruins 
(11-2) scored five points in a row. 
Sebastian Mack converted a 
three-point play with 33 seconds 
remaining to put UCLA ahead, 
and Skyy Clark hit two free 
throws 20 seconds later.

Graham Ike led the Bulldogs 
(9-4) with 24 points and eight 
rebounds. Nembhard had 
16 points and eight assists. … 

Colby Rogers scored 28 points 
and Moussa Cisse had 13 points, 
11 rebounds and three blocks as 
host Memphis knocked off No. 16 
Mississippi, 87-70.

PJ Haggerty added 17 points 
for the Tigers (10-3), who led by 
two at halftime but opened the 
second half on a 14-4 run to take 
control. 

Sean Pedulla led the way with 
13 points and four assists for the 
Rebels  (11-2), whose five-game 
winning streak ended. … 

Tucker Anderson made a 
three-pointer from the right wing 
with 6.8 seconds left, and Utah 
State stunned No. 20 San Diego 
State, 67-66, on the road after 
rallying from an 18-point deficit.

The Aztecs’ Wayne McKinney 
III missed a three with two 
seconds left, and the Aggies (12-1, 
2-0 Mountain West) rushed to the 
other end of the court to swarm 
Anderson. 

Miles Byrd and Nick Boyd 
scored 14 apiece for San Diego 
State (8-3, 1-1), which went cold 
from the field in the second half 
and saw its four-game winning 
streak end. … 

In area men’s action, George 
Mason defeated Mount St. Mary’s, 
64-56, at EagleBank Arena; 
Howard lost, 83-67, to Hampton; 
and Richmond fell,  75-57, to 
Florida Gulf Coast. … 

Fifth-year senior Kelsey 
Ransom scored a season-high 
29 points and added seven assists 
and six rebounds to lead the 
Georgetown women past 
Maryland Eastern Shore, 78-68, 
at McDonough Arena. 

PRO BASKETBALL

Three players banned 
in Mavericks-Suns spat

The NBA suspended Dallas 
Mavericks forward Naji Marshall 
for four games and Phoenix Suns 
center Jusuf Nurkic for three for 
their roles in an on-court fight 
during Friday night’s game. 

Dallas forward P.J. 
Washington was suspended for 
one game. All of the suspensions 
are without pay.

Nurkic was called for an 
offensive foul while being 
guarded by Daniel Gafford with 
9:02 left in the third quarter 
before the altercation quickly 
escalated. Nurkic confronted 
Marshall before taking an 
openhanded swing at his head, 
and Marshall responded with a 
punch. Washington quickly 

shoved Nurkic to the ground 
before the teams were separated. 

The NBA said Marshall 
“attempted to further engage 
Nurkic in a hostile manner in the 
corridor outside the locker 
rooms.” … 

Dallas star Luka Doncic is the 
latest professional athlete whose 
home has been burglarized.

The star guard’s business 
manager told multiple media 
outlets there was a break-in at 
Doncic’s home. Jewelry valued at 
about $30,000 was stolen, the 
Dallas Morning News reported, 
according to an internal police 
report it obtained. … 

Chicago Bulls guard Ayo 

Dosunmu has a strained right 
calf and will be reevaluated in 
10 days, the team said. … 

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 
22 points and Jalen Williams 
added 20 as the Oklahoma City 
Thunder beat the host Charlotte 
Hornets, 106-94, for its 10th 
straight regular season win.

Aaron Wiggins chipped in 
17 points and Isaiah Hartenstein 
had 12 points and 15 rebounds for 
Oklahoma City, which never 
trailed.

Both teams were down 
multiple starters — LaMelo Ball 
and Brandon Miller for the 
Hornets and Luguentz Dort and 
Cason Wallace for the Thunder.

HOCKEY

Dobes blanks champs 
in debut for Montreal

Jakub Dobes stopped 34 shots 
in his NHL debut, Kirby Dach 
had his first two-goal game in 
nearly two years and the 
Montreal Canadiens beat the host 
Florida Panthers, 4-0, in Sunrise.

Dobes, a 23-year-old from the 
Czech Republic, went 9-3-1 with a 
2.44 goals against average and a 
.910 save percentage in the 
minors this season, his second as 
a pro.

He became the first goaltender 
to record a shutout against the 

defending Stanley Cup champion 
in his NHL debut since Daren 
Puppa did so for the Buffalo 
Sabres at the Edmonton Oilers on 
Nov. 1, 1985, according to Stats. 

Cole Caufield and Jake Evans 
also scored for Montreal, and 
Alex Newhook had two assists.

Spencer Knight stopped 
21 shots for Florida, which was 
shut out in back-to-back games 
for the second time this month. …

Connor Hellebuyck made 
33 saves and Nikolaj Ehlers had a 
goal and two assists as the 
 NHL-leading Winnipeg Jets 
defeated the Ottawa Senators,
4-2, at home.

Gabriel Vilardi gave Winnipeg 

a 3-2 lead on a power play midway 
through the third period, scoring 
off Ehlers’s one-touch pass.

Kyle Connor and Mark 
Scheifele each had a goal and an 
assist. The Jets have won three in 
a row and seven of eight to 
improve to 26-10-1. ... 

 Jackson Blake had a  go-ahead 
power-play goal with 9:17 left and 
Jack Roslovic scored twice as the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the 
New Jersey Devils, 5-2, in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.

Dmitry Orlov and Sebastian 
Aho also scored in Carolina’s 
four-goal third period. Dustin 
Tokarski had 21 saves to help the 
Hurricanes forge a split of the 
home-and-home on consecutive 
nights between the Eastern 
Conference contenders.

Carolina’s Rod Brind’Amour 
became the fastest coach to 
300 wins in NHL history. It was 
the Hurricanes’ 488th game 
under Brind’Amour, who reached 
that mark in eight fewer games 
that Bruce Boudreau. ... 

Notre Dame forward Danny 
Nelson scored twice, Western 
Michigan’s Hampton Slukynsky 
made 25 saves, and the defending 
champion United States beat 
Latvia,  5-1, in the world junior 
hockey championship in Ontario.

The United States improved to 
2-0 in Group A play, while Latvia 
dropped to 1-1 a day after 
stunning Canada with a shootout 
victory. 

In the only other game of the 
day, the Czech Republic defeated 
Kazakhstan, 14-2, to improve to 
 2-0 in Group B. 

SOCCER

Atalanta’s streak ends, 
but it stays atop Serie A

Atalanta’s winning streak 
ended at 11 matches after it drew 
at fourth-place Lazio, 1-1, in the 
Italian league.

Substitute Marco 
Brescianini’s late equalizer in 
Rome meant the Bergamo squad 
— which was down leading scorer 
Mateo Retegui because of a leg 
injury — remained atop Serie A. 
Four minutes after he went on, 
Brescianini finished off a 
counterattack set up by Nicolo 
Zaniolo and Ademola Lookman.

Fisayo Dele-Bashiru scored 
midway through the first half for 
Lazio after receiving a ball over 
the top and blasting past 
onrushing goalkeeper Marco 
Carnesecchi.

Atalanta was left one point 
ahead of defending champion 
Inter Milan, which won at 
Cagliari, 3-0, earlier and also has 
a match in hand.

Alessandro Bastoni put Inter 
ahead with a looping header 
following a cross from Nicolò 
Barella after the break. Lautaro 
Martínez scored his first Serie A 
goal in nearly two months by 
volleying in another cross from 
Barella. Then Hakan Calhanoglu 
converted a penalty.

Atalanta will face Inter in its 
next match Thursday, in the 
semifinals of the Italian Super 
Cup in Saudi Arabia. … 

Four players from the River 
Plate women’s   team who were 
arrested on allegations  of racism 
during a match were released,  
São Paulo, Brazil, state’s prison 
administration secretariat said. 

WINTER SPORTS

Monney capitalizes 
on Odermatt’s mistake

Alexis Monney claimed his 
first World Cup victory in a 
downhill in Bormio, Italy, after a 
rare mistake from   lauded Swiss 
teammate Marco Odermatt.

Odermatt was fifth, 0.80 back 
of Monney. He made an 
uncharacteristic error midcourse 
that sent his skis in opposite 
directions, but the three-time 
overall champion somehow 
managed to get back into 
position to finish and remain on 
top of the downhill and overall 
standings. … 

Federica Brignone held on to 
her opening-run lead at a 
women’s World Cup giant slalom 
in Semmering, Austria, becoming 
the first Italian winner of the 
event in 22 years.

Brignone could even afford a 
mistake near the end of her 
second run as she defeated 
Olympic GS champion Sara 
Hector by 0.57 seconds. Alice 
Robinson of New Zealand was 
nine-tenths of a second off the 
pace in third. … 

French skier Cyprien Sarrazin 
was awake and in stable 
condition a day after undergoing 
surgery for a head injury suffered 
in a crash during training for a 
World Cup downhill.

Sarrazin, who won the 
downhill on the Stelvio course 
last year, was one of two skiers 
airlifted to a hospital after 
crashing Friday on the slope set to 
be used for the Milan-Cortina 
Olympics in 14 months. 

— Associated Press 

MATTHIAS SCHRAdeR/ASSoCIATed PReSS

Sky-high
Ryoyu Kobayashi soars through the air during training at the Four Hills ski jumping tournament in Oberstdorf, Germany.

SPOTLIGHT: BASEBALL

TELEVISION ANd RAdIO

4 p.m. North Carolina at miami » ACC Network

4 p.m. Texas Rio Grande Valley at Texas » SeC Network

6 p.m. Clemson at North Carolina State » ACC Network

10 p.m. michigan at Southern California » Big Ten Network

SOCCER

10 a.m. English Premier League: Nottingham Forest at Everton » 

USA Network

12:15 p.m. English Premier League: Liverpool at West Ham » USA Network

12:45 p.m. English League Championship: Leeds united at derby County » 

CBS Sports Network

TENNIS

5 a.m. united Cup, group stage; ATP/WTA: Brisbane International, 

early rounds » Tennis Channel

6:30 p.m. united Cup, group stage; ATP/WTA: Brisbane International, 

early rounds; ATP: Hong Kong Open, early rounds; 

WTA: Auckland Open, early rounds » Tennis Channel

PRO BASKETBALL — NBA G LEAGuE

2 p.m. Osceola at Raptors 905 » NBA TV

HOCKEY — IIHF WORLd JuNIOR CHAmPIONSHIP, GROuP PLAY

Noon Sweden vs. Switzerland » NHL Network

2:30 p.m. Finland vs. united States » NHL Network

5 p.m. Slovakia vs. Czech Republic » NHL Network

7:30 p.m. Germany at Canada » NHL Network

NFL

1 p.m. dallas at Philadelphia » WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)

1 p.m. New York Jets at Buffalo » WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13)

4:25 p.m. Green Bay at minnesota » WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)

8:20 p.m. Atlanta at Washington » WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11), WBIG (100.3 FM)

NHL

5 p.m. Washington at detroit » Monumental Sports Network, 

WJFK (106.7 FM)

8:30 p.m. dallas at Chicago » eSPN

mEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Noon Indiana State at Ohio State » Big Ten Network

1 p.m. Navy at William & mary » MASN

2 p.m. Chicago State at Illinois » Big Ten Network

3 p.m. Buffalo at Temple » eSPNU

4 p.m. Winthrop at Indiana » Big Ten Network

6 p.m. Toledo at Purdue » Big Ten Network

8 p.m. Campbell at North Carolina » ACC Network

8 p.m. Western Kentucky at michigan » Big Ten Network

WOmEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Noon Virginia at Notre dame » ACC Network

Noon Alabama A&m at Vanderbilt » SeC Network

1 p.m. michigan State at maryland » Big Ten Plus, WTeM (980 AM)

1 p.m. South Florida at Rice » eSPN2

1 p.m. Columbia at Towson » Monumental Sports Network

2 p.m. Louisville at Boston College » ACC Network

2 p.m. Wofford at South Carolina » SeC Network

least 28 starts in each of the past four 
seasons.

Aside from a poor stretch in August, 
Burnes was excellent last season, giving 
the Orioles’ injury-riddled rotation an 
ace who could be counted on. Baltimore 
reached the postseason as a wild card 
and was swept by the Kansas City 
Royals, but that wasn’t Burnes’s fault. He 
started the series opener and allowed 
one run in eight innings of a 1-0 defeat.

 The righty was also the starting pitch-
er for the AL in the All-Star Game in July. 

Burnes set a career high in 2024 with 
22 quality starts. His strikeout rate of 
23.1 percent was his lowest since he 
became a starter, but his walk rate 
(6.1 percent) was his best since his Cy 
Young-winning campaign.

 The agreement between Burnes and 
the Diamondbacks comes after left-
hander Blake Snell went to the Dodgers 
on a five-year, $182 million contract in 
November. Burnes is two years younger 
and has been more durable than Snell, 
who pitched 2161/3  fewer innings over the 
past four seasons. 

— Associated Press

Wheeler, Jacob deGrom, Blake Snell 
and Gerrit Cole. Burnes’s agent, Scott 
Boras, has negotiated more than $1.6 bil-
lion in contracts for his clients this 
offseason.

The Diamondbacks are spending in 
an effort to compete with the World 
Series champion Los Angeles Dodgers in 
the National League West. After reach-
ing the World Series in 2023, Arizona did 
not make the postseason this year.

The team now has a potential starting 
rotation that includes Burnes, Zac Gal-
len, Merrill Kelly, Eduardo Rodriguez 
and Brandon Pfaadt, which on paper is 
among the best in baseball.

Burnes finished fifth in Cy Young 
Award voting in his first year in the 
American League. He won the award 
in the NL in 2021. He has made at 

BY DAVID BRANDT

Right-hander Corbin Burnes and the 
Arizona Diamondbacks agreed on a 
six-year, $210 million contract, a person 
familiar with the negotiations told the 
Associated Press late Friday night.

The person spoke  on the condition of 
anonymity because the deal was pend-
ing a successful physical.

 The 30-year-old Burnes was perhaps 
the top free agent pitcher on the market 
after going 15-9 with a 2.92 ERA for the 
Baltimore Orioles this past season, when 
he earned $15.6 million. Baltimore ac-
quired the right-hander in a February 
trade after he spent his first six major 
league seasons with the Milwaukee 
Brewers. 

It’s no shock Burnes landed a big 
contract, but the destination is a sur-
prise. Arizona’s payroll usually ranks in 
the middle of the pack in the majors, and 
this would be the largest contract in 
franchise history.

 The $35 million average salary would 
rank Burnes fifth among active pitchers 
with current contracts behind Zack 

Diamondbacks reach a deal with ace Burnes

After strong season with O’s, 
the 30-year-old righty agrees
to a six-year, $210M contract
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10 memorable sports moments of 2024
The Super Bowl in Las Vegas,  the Olympics in Paris and so much more. Here’s to a year of glitzy, golden memories. 

ezRA sHAW/geTTY iMAges

 Chiefs are officially a dynasty
The kansas city chiefs not only pulled off a 25-22 overtime win 

against the san francisco 49ers to become the nfl’s first repeat 

champions since the new england Patriots in 2003 and 2004, they 

did so at the first super bowl in glitzy las vegas at the height of their 

popularity. (Thanks, Taylor swift.) Patrick Mahomes cemented himself 

as the crème de la crème of quarterbacks, Andy Reid added to his 

illustrious coaching legacy, and Travis kelce channeled elvis at the 

after-parties. The win helped catapult the chiefs from regular ol’ 

nfl elites into a true dynasty — with pop cultural crossover 

relevance, to boot.

JUliAn finneY/geTTY iMAges

JAbin bOTsfORD/THe WAsHingTOn POsT

Lyles runs 100 meters into forever
How was it that the fastest 10 seconds of the Paris games were 

followed by what felt like the longest wait of the summer? noah lyles 

redeemed his third-place finish at the Tokyo games by beating 

Jamaica’s kishane Thompson by five-thousandths of a second in a 

photo finish, thus backing up his plentiful showboating and creating 

one of the lasting memories of the Olympics. His other memorable 

moment in Paris is when he collapsed on the track after running the 

200 meters — and finishing third — with covid-19, and if there was one 

lesson from the games, it was this: if lyles is at the starting blocks, 

you had better be paying attention.

lee Jin-MAn/AssOciATeD PRess

Ohtani’s interpreter fired  in gambling scandal
sleepy 2024 for shohei Ohtani, huh? it’s difficult to pick which 

moment in Ohtani’s spectacular year stands above the rest, but i 

won’t soon forget the shock of learning that his longtime interpreter 

and close friend, ippei Mizuhara, had stolen millions from him to pay 

off gambling debts. The news broke on the eve of his debut season 

with the los Angeles Dodgers, but somehow the betrayal didn’t slow 

baseball’s golden boy. That he moved on from that to become the first 

player to log 50 home runs and 50 stolen bases in a season before 

winning the World series with los Angeles and taking his rightful 

throne atop his sport is even more impressive in retrospect.

Alcaraz defeats Djokovic at Wimbledon (again)
Men’s tennis has been in transition since Roger federer retired in 2022, 

but a new order finally fell into place when carlos Alcaraz defeated novak 

Djokovic for the second straight year to take the Wimbledon title. Alcaraz 

had already made history when he won the french Open weeks before to 

become the first man in tennis history to win a grand slam on all three 

court surfaces before turning 22, but his drubbing of Djokovic made it 

clear he has a business side to go with the wunderkind revelry that defines 

his tennis. equally important? He found himself a worthy adversary in 

Australian Open and U.s. Open champion Jannik sinner. A new rivalry was 

born just as two more defining members of men’s tennis’s golden era — 

Rafael nadal and Andy Murray — retired from playing.

JAvieR sORiAnO/Agence fRAnce-PResse/geTTY iMAges

Spain stands tall
July 14 was a great day to be a spaniard. Hours after Alcaraz won 

Wimbledon, the spanish men’s national team became the first team to win 

four european championships, adding this summer’s 2-1 victory in the final 

against england in berlin to wins in 1964, 2008 and 2012. The flip side of 

the spanish glory, of course, was england’s continued suffering — the 

Three lions have not won a major men’s trophy since the 1966 World cup. MOHD RAsfAn/Agence fRAnce-PResse/geTTY iMAges

Khelif takes victory lap in Paris
The only scandal that truly threatened to overtake the Paris games 

concerned imane khelif, the Algerian boxer who faced claims that she 

had failed a “gender eligibility test” from the leader of the 

international boxing Association, which does not run the Olympic 

boxing competition and never produced any test results showing 

khelif possesses XY chromosomes. The international Olympic 

committee stood by khelif, who took a triumphant lap around the 

boxing ring at Roland garros after winning the gold medal in the 

66-kilogram (146 pound) weight class and then had this to say: “My 

message to the world, the whole world is: Hold on to Olympic values 

and [don’t] bully people.”

gRegORY sHAMUs/geTTY iMAges

18.7 million watch NCAA women’s final 
All that i said about it being hard to choose just one moment from 

Ohtani’s year? Ditto caitlin clark. Although her iowa Hawkeyes lost 

the ncAA tournament title game to south carolina, clark can take 

solace knowing that 18.7 million people tuned in to make the 

championship clash the most-watched women’s basketball game 

ever (though knowing what we know about her competitiveness, she 

would rather take the win). for clark, it was both a farewell to her 

historic college career and a tease of the stardom — and historic 

ratings — waiting for her in the WnbA. for women’s sports generally, 

the game was another important marker in a banner year for 

viewership and monetary investment.

PATRick seMAnskY/AssOciATeD PRess

The NBA and WNBA strike a $76 billion deal
The nbA and WnbA announced new media rights deals in July totaling 

around $76 billion over 11 years that are set to begin after the leagues 

finish their seasons in 2025. The nbA finals will stay on esPn and Abc, 

and new partners nbc and Amazon entered the picture, but one of the 

most notable takeaways had to do with the WnbA capitalizing on a 

watershed year. The league’s new media rights deal is valued at around 

$200 million annually, up from the current $60 million per year.

TOni l. sAnDYs/THe WAsHingTOn POsT

U.S. men’s basketball team says goodnight
When stephen curry, kevin Durant and lebron James united to play 

their first — and probably last — Olympics together, few expected the 

tumultuous journey the team of nbA all-stars would travel to the gold 

medal game. but the trio of greats showed up in the final, fending off 

both a young french team led by phenom victor Wembanyama and 

the notion that their global basketball reigns were coming to an end. 

no one made his case with more flair than curry, who led the team 

with 36 points, including nine three-pointers, and left Paris with a 

memorable sign-off: “night, night.”

gAbRiel bOUYs/Agence fRAnce-PResse/geTTY iMAges

 Golden moment for    Andrade, Biles and Chiles 
One of the most indelible images from the Paris games was that of silver 

medalist simone biles and bronze medalist Jordan chiles gleefully bowing 

to gold medalist Rebeca Andrade of brazil after the women’s gymnastics 

floor exercise. it was a fitting, and perhaps final, exit for biles from the 

Olympic stage, not one that came with another gold medal around her neck 

but one that signified a passing of the baton, to mix my Olympic metaphors 

— Andrade had long idolized biles before becoming the only legitimate 

competition she has ever faced on the apparatus. chiles was later stripped 

of her medal, and her disputed third-place finish became one of the lasting 

controversies of the games. but the moment remains: three black women 

atop a historically White sport; three fierce competitors reveling in one 

another’s success.
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Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 
answered questions in advance of 
Sunday night’s game.

Q: Dan Quinn coached the 
Falcons from 2015 to 2020. Four 
years after his dismissal, he 
landed in Washington. What’s 
the perception of the job Quinn 
has done this season from 
Falcons fans and those who cover 
the team?

A: Quinn’s tenure in Atlanta 
got off to a great start. He had a 
talented staff and a top-level 
quarterback and took the 
franchise to the Super Bowl in his 
second season. The Falcons had 
been to only one previous Super 
Bowl. However, after blowing a 
28-3 lead [against the Patriots] 
after he failed to rein in offensive 
coordinator Kyle Shanahan, 
things went downhill. His best 
coaching job may have been in 
2017, when he got an emotionally 
scarred Falcons team back to the 
playoffs, where it came within a 
goal line stand of winning at 
Philadelphia in the divisional 
round. The Eagles would go on to 
win the Super Bowl.

Q: Sunday night will feature 
two of the top eight picks from 
the 2024 draft. In making his 
second career start, what will 
Michael Penix Jr. have to do to 
show he belongs in the upper 
echelon of quarterbacks from his 
draft class?

A: Penix will have to throw a 
few more accurate — and softer 
— passes. He had a few bounce 
off his receivers’ hands and 
skipped a few throws into the 
turf. He also must finish drives in 
the red zone with touchdowns 
and short field goals.

Q: What’s your bold prediction 
for Sunday’s game?

A: Commanders 35, Falcons 21. 
Penix is not ready for a shootout 
with Jayden Daniels, and the 
Falcons have struggled against 
running quarterbacks. The 
Falcons should have benched 
Kirk Cousins sooner.

Trivia question
Including the playoffs, 

Washington is 18-10-1 all-time 
against Atlanta. The lone tie was 
a 20-20 draw Oct. 15, 1967, that 
moved Washington to 2-2-1 on 
the season. Legendary pass-
catchers Charley Taylor, Bobby 
Mitchell and Jerry Smith caught 
touchdown passes for 
Washington that day. Who threw 
those passes?

Previous meeting
Oct. 15, 2023: Commanders 

24, Falcons 16: Washington was 
outgained 402 yards to 193 at 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium but 
intercepted second-year 
quarterback Desmond Ridder 
three times to snap a three-game 
losing streak.

Game day grub
Each week, we will recommend 

recipes related to the 
Commanders’ opponent. Get the 
recipes at postsports.com.

Lemon-pepper chicken wings 
are legendary in Atlanta — just 
ask former NBA guard Lou 
Williams. This recipe, inspired by 
the wings found at the city’s 
American Deli, features a wet 
version of the lemon-pepper 
sauce, which gets its flavor from 
fresh lemon zest and juice and 
freshly cracked pepper.

Trivia answer
Quarterback Sonny Jurgensen, 

who led the NFL in 1967 with 
31 touchdown passes and 
3,747 yards. It’s the only season in 
Washington franchise history in 
which a quarterback passed for 
at least 30 touchdowns.

— Jake Russell and Scott Allen

the tanking Giants.
The Falcons received a boost 

last Sunday night when the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers lost to the 
Dallas Cowboys to propel them 
from outside the playoff picture 
to the No. 4 seed as the new 
leaders of the NFC South.

Q&A
D. Orlando Ledbetter, a 

Falcons beat reporter for the 

Raiders, Coach Raheem Morris 
benched Cousins in favor of the 
first-round pick, who was named 
the starting quarterback for 
Atlanta’s Week 16 matchup 
against the New York Giants. 
Penix was 18-for-27 passing for 
202 yards with no touchdowns 
and an interception as Robinson 
(94 rushing yards, two 
touchdowns) and the Falcons’ 
defense (two pick-sixes) did the 
heavy lifting in a 34-7 romp over 

the eighth pick in the 2024 draft 
a month after it signed 
quarterback Kirk Cousins to a 
four-year, $180 million deal.

The Falcons started the season 
6-3 but experienced a four-game 
swoon before a lackluster 15-9 
win at the Las Vegas Raiders in 
Week 15. As the season 
progressed, Cousins’s declining 
play reached a tipping point, 
leading to a quarterback change.

After the victory over the 

Andrew Wylie (groin), linebacker 
Jordan Magee (hamstring) and 
safety Tyler Owens (ankle) are 
out. For Atlanta, cornerbacks 
Kevin King (concussion) and 
Antonio Hamilton Sr. 
(quadriceps) are out.

About the Falcons
Atlanta sparked curiosity 

when it selected Penix, the 
Heisman Trophy runner-up, with 

On the air
Sunday’s game airs on NBC 

with Mike Tirico, Cris 
Collinsworth and Melissa Stark 
on the call. Bram Weinstein, 
London Fletcher and Logan 
Paulsen will call the game on the 
Commanders Radio Network, 
including flagship station WBIG 
(100.3 FM).

Betting lines
Washington is favored by 

41/2 points. The over/under is 
471/2 points. Neil Greenberg’s pick 
is Washington -41/2.

Forecast
The National Weather Service 

calls for an 80 percent chance of 
rain with a low around 
50 degrees.

Uniforms
The Commanders will wear 

burgundy jerseys. The Falcons 
will wear white jerseys 
and black pants.

Playoff picture
A win or a tie would clinch a 

postseason berth for Washington, 
as would a Carolina Panthers win 
or tie against the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers earlier Sunday.

Key matchup
Washington’s defensive front 

seven vs. Atlanta RB Bijan 
Robinson: Similar to New 
Orleans Saints star Alvin 
Kamara, Robinson is a dual-
threat playmaker out of the 
backfield.

No longer held back by former 
Falcons coach Arthur Smith’s 
play-calling and lack of touches 
during his rookie season, 
Robinson has avoided a 
sophomore slump. He has caught 
fire of late, rushing for 413 yards 
and four touchdowns in his past 
four games.

The second-year back out of 
Texas has topped last season’s 
output in carries, rushing yards 
and touchdowns. He also has 
caught 56 of 62 passing targets 
compared with 58 of 86 in 2023. 
He has just one receiving 
touchdown this season compared 
with four in 2023 but is only 
67 receiving yards behind his 
rookie total.

Washington’s run defense had 
improved entering last Sunday’s 
victory over the Philadelphia 
Eagles, allowing just 195 yards 
combined over its three previous 
games. But Saquon Barkley, a 
contender for MVP honors, 
showed there is still room for 
improvement when it comes to 
stopping the run. The 
Commanders conceded 
211 rushing yards to the Eagles, 
including 150 by Barkley. 
However, Washington showed 
that when it commits to stopping 
the run, it can. The Commanders 
held Barkley to 41 rushing yards 
over the final three quarters. 
Jalen Hurts’s early exit because of 
a concussion made stopping 
Barkley easier.

Stacking the box and forcing 
the quarterback — especially 
with Falcons rookie Michael 
Penix Jr. making just his second 
career start — to make plays 
could pave the way for another 
Washington triumph. The 
likelihood of rain could bode well 
for the Commanders against a 
team that plays its home games 
in a dome.

Injury report
For Washington, cornerback 

Marshon Lattimore (hamstring), 
wide receiver Dyami Brown 
(hamstring), offensive tackle 

souTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Atlanta  8 7 0 .533 327 349

Tampa Bay  8 7 0 .533 427 352

New Orleans  5 10 0 .333 309 346

Carolina  4 11 0 .267 283 448 

NorTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Detroit  13 2 0 .867 493 299

Minnesota  13 2 0 .867 396 276

Green Bay  11 4 0 .733 413 287

Chicago  4 12 0 .250 286 348 

WEsT W L T PcT. PF Pa

L.A. Rams  10 6 0 .625 342 356

Seattle  9 7 0 .563 345 343

Arizona  7 9 0 .438 353 355

San Francisco  6 9 0 .400 331 349 

EasT W L T PcT. PF Pa

Buffalo  12 3 0 .800 469 331

Miami  7 8 0 .467 305 329

N.Y. Jets  4 11 0 .267 292 344

New England  3 13 0 .188 266 401 

souTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Houston  9 7 0 .563 349 358

Indianapolis  7 8 0 .467 318 359

Jacksonville  3 12 0 .200 277 396

Tennessee  3 12 0 .200 284 417 

NorTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Baltimore  11 5 0 .688 483 351

Pittsburgh  10 6 0 .625 363 328

Cincinnati  8 8 0 .500 453 417

Cleveland  3 12 0 .200 245 380 

WEsT W L T PcT. PF Pa

 Kansas City  15 1 0 .938 385 288

L.A. Chargers  10 6 0 .625 368 281

Denver  9 7 0 .563 387 311

Las Vegas  3 12 0 .200 264 390 

EasT W L T PcT. PF Pa

Philadelphia  12 3 0 .800 402 283

Washington  10 5 0 .667 432 348

Dallas  7 8 0 .467 324 404

N.Y. Giants  2 13 0 .133 215 362 

OThER GAmES

Atlanta Falcons (8-7) at Washington Commanders (10-5)
Time: 8:20 p.m. TV: NBC. Radio: WBIG (100.3 FM).

For in-game analysis, stats and discussion, read our live updates at postsports.com.

NFL week 17

AFc NFc

Week 1

at Buccaneers 37, commanders 20

Week 2

at commanders 21, giants 18

Week 3

commanders 38, at Bengals 33

Week 4

commanders 42, at cardinals 14

Week 5

at commanders 34, Browns 13

Week 6

at ravens 30, commanders 23

Week 7

at commanders 40, Panthers 7

Week 8

at commanders 18, Bears 15

Week 9

commanders 27, at giants 22

Week 10

steelers 28, at commanders 27

Week 11

at eagles 26, commanders 18

Week 12

cowboys 34, at commanders 26

Week 13

at commanders 42, titans 19

Week 14

Bye

Week 15

commanders 20, at saints 19

Week 16

at commanders 36, eagles 33

Week 17 vs. Atlanta

8:20 p.m. (nBc)

Week 18 at dallas

Jan. 4 or 5; date, time and tV tBa

SchEduLE

John McDonnell For the Washington Post

Putting it all on the line
Daron Payne, left, Johnny Newton and the rest of Washington’s front seven face a stiff challenge in the Falcons’  Bijan Robinson.

Panthers at Buccaneers, 1 p.m.

Titans at Jaguars, 1 p.m.

dolphins at Browns, 4:05 p.m.

Packers at Vikings, 4:25 p.m. (Fox)

Lions at 49ers, Monday, 8:15 p.m. 

(aBc, esPn)

Raiders at Saints, 1 p.m.

colts at Giants, 1 p.m.

cowboys at Eagles, 1 p.m. (Fox)

Jets at Bills, 1 p.m. (cBs)
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where a technique failed, where 
an elbow wasn’t locked down or 
an angle wasn’t right or a tackle 
wasn’t square.

“So as long as you can come to 
where the mistake occurred, that 
makes it easier because then I 
know what the correction can 
be,” Quinn said.

There are going to be mistakes 
and failures in any group 
endeavor, sometimes terrible 
ones, awful misjudgments, 
personal collapses. much as 
Quinn hates the self-inflicted 
damage and tough spots his 
young team has put itself in, he 
loves the way it responds. 
Instead of worrying about the 
scoreboard, the players worry 
about being more responsible to 
each other on the next play. It’s 
becoming a signature quality, 
and it’s the source of their 
indefinable magic, with three 
fourth-quarter comebacks and 
game-winning drives this 
season.

When Quinn convened a 
meeting of team leaders recently 
to ask them what issues are most 
important to them, they said, 
“How do we protect this locker 
room?” They know it’s a different 
one from others they have played 
in. Whatever happens to them 
next, “They’re proud of what 
they created,” Quinn said.

on each other and started 
blaming.

Instead, when Brian robinson 
Jr. fumbled twice or Saquon 
Barkley ripped off a 68-yard 
touchdown run, “There was a lot 
of trust that took place,” Quinn 
said. When they trailed by seven 
at halftime, he knew that 
frustration and emotion would 
run high on the sideline, and he 
told his leaders to beware of 
becoming heated. “You’re going 
to have to look into the face of 
temptation some,” he said.

They resisted the temptation. 
Instead they somehow stayed in 
solution mode, and this is where 
Quinn’s thoughts get really 
interesting, and he offers some 
observations useful for any of us 
going through a tough work 
experience together.

“How do you clear it?” he 
asked rhetorically. “Because you 
do have to acknowledge it. 
You’re mad; you’re pissed. It’s not 
like you say, ‘Don’t worry about 
it.’ That usually makes you more 
mad. ‘Hey, don’t worry about it’. 
Well, hey, it’s a big deal, I am 
going to worry about it. And so 
how do you acknowledge it? You 
take it in. Why did it happen?”

This was where the self-
written standards came in 
handy. They allowed for a 
dispassionate group analysis, 

Quinn would wonder, “How do I 
lead?” he said. “And now I 
recognize, like, how do I draw 
out the leaders in other people, 
the staff members, the players? 
It’s like a coloring book. I draw 
the pictures, but they’ve got to 
color it in.”

The self-written standards 
were important because “now 
they have a way to push one 
another” instead of being pushed 
and “to tell the truth to one 
another without it coming across 
like, ‘I’m going to be an 
a--hole,’” Quinn says. But it’s a 
delicate dance, the collective 
truth — it depends on being 
frank with good intentions and 
not tipping over into blame. If 
the Commanders go on to the 
playoffs, and if in the coming 
years they win big, the Eagles 
game will be the definitive 
turning point for the 
organization, and not just 
because it came against a 
playoff-quality team. It was the 
game where the collective 
could have torn apart.

The sense of mutual 
responsibility and code could 
have failed at a couple of 
junctures this season, especially 
during their three-game losing 
streak. But last week was the 
ultimate stress test, where 
people could easily have turned 

“Which some people think you 
can’t do in pro ball,” Quinn said 
this past week. “And I would say, 
I’m showing and saying the other 
way, ‘I think we can.’”

They started talking about the 
“collective” back in training 
camp. The word has rung 
throughout the season. 
Defensive coordinator Joe Whitt 
Jr. used it back in September, 
when the defense was a poor-
looking work in progress. “I 
know everybody wants to get 
enamored and individual player 
stats and numbers and all that, 
but we rush as a collective,” he 
said. “We play as a collective.”

Quinn used it again just the 
other day, on the monday 
morning after the Commanders 
upset the Philadelphia Eagles 
despite giving up five turnovers. 
In a crazy way, the lows of that 
game were as bonding as 
anything they’ve experienced, a 
stress test. “The truth is 
collective,” Quinn told them  after 
the win.

It’s an easy word to use — not 
so easy to create. It started with 
a set of written standards that 
Quinn asked the players to draw 
up in the preseason. Instead of 
imposing it on them, like a lot of 
coaches would, he gave them a 
blank sheet and asked them to 
fill it in. Early on in his career, 

one another.”
The Commanders had their 

Christmas party the other night, 
and what pleased Quinn most 
was not that Daniels cultivated 
goodwill by giving his offensive 
linemen electric scooters, 
although that was a typically 
sleek move by their effortlessly 
engaging quarterback. It was 
that a team member told Quinn, 
“It was less like an office party 
and more like just a party with 
your friends.” Quinn has been 
after that feeling throughout his 
first season as coach, a 
connection “on a deeper level 
than just people that work 
together.” In any business, the 
early-build mode, for all of its 
difficulties, is also an 
opportunity, your best chance to 
get the ethics and standards 
right. And the ethic Quinn 
wants, that any great team has, is 
one in which his people play as 
much out of a sense of 
responsibility to each other as 
for themselves.

identifies on a statistics sheet, 
Jayden Daniels’s rookie of the 
year quality performance at 
quarterback notwithstanding. 
rather, it’s something Quinn 
hears, a sound that makes him 
pause and listen before he starts 
team meetings on a bleary-eyed 
weekday morning.

“I can hear it before I even 
come into the room,” he 
observed. It’s a noise of 
intermingled chatter, jaunty 
laughter and rank ambition —  
the sound of an “energy,” as 
Quinn put it, that is rare in his 
experience and suggests the 
players like being in that room 
together, like being at work with 
their colleagues.

“There’s not this, ‘oh, this part 
is really good,’” he remarked 
recently. “It’s collectively their 
space together. There’s not a 
numeric part to it. It’s a good 
locker room. They really like 
their sideline. They are all in for 

JENkINS From D1

saLLy JeNkiNs

The Commanders operate 
as a complete collective

Hubbard,  on injured reserve 
with a strained calf.

Hubbard was limited in prac-
tice  Friday with a knee injury 
and was listed as questionable to 
play Sunday against the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers. After practice, 
Hubbard complained of pain 
and had an mrI exam, which 
revealed a Grade 2 calf strain, 
according to the team.
l BUCCANEERS: Two-time 

Pro Bowl linebacker Shaquil Bar-
rett is rejoining Tampa Bay.

The Buccaneers signed the 
two-time Super Bowl champion, 
also announcing safety Jordan 
Whitehead was activated from 
injured reserve ahead of Sun-
day’s home game against the  
Panthers.
l COLTS: Indianapolis quar-

terback Anthony richardson 
was ruled out for the Colts’ big 
game at the New York Giants on 
Sunday. richardson missed 
practice  Thursday and Friday 
because of back and foot injuries. 

richardson’s absence prob-
ably means Joe Flacco will start 
against the Giants.

Between one and three of those 
nominees will also get inducted 
into the Hall.

manning, Kuechly and Suggs 
are finalists in their first year of 
eligibility, along with postseason 
kicking star Adam Vinatieri and 
former Baltimore ravens guard 
marshal Yanda.

Gates was a first-time finalist 
for the 2024 class and is back at 
this stage along with defensive 
end Jared Allen; wide receivers 
Torry Holt and reggie Wayne; 
offensive linemen Willie Ander-
son and Jahri Evans; defensive 
backs Darren Woodson, Eric Al-
len and rodney Harrison; and 
running back Fred Taylor also 
advancing.
l DOLPHINS: miami quar-

terback Tua Tagovailoa was 
downgraded to doubtful for Sun-
day’s game against the Cleveland 
Browns because of a hip injury.

Tagovailoa was limited in 
practice this past week with the 
injury, which he  suffered in a loss 
to the Houston Texans on Dec. 15.
l PANTHERS: Carolina 

placed its leading rusher, Chuba 

Hall of Fame finalists named
Two-time Super Bowl mVP Eli 

manning, former defensive play-
ers of the year Luke Kuechly and 
Terrell Suggs and prolific tight 
end Antonio Gates are among 
the finalists for the 2025 Pro 
Football Hall of Fame class.

The Hall announced the 
names of the 15 modern-era 
finalists who advanced from a 
group of 25 to the final stage of 
voting. The group includes five 
players in their first year of 
eligibility, nine who were final-
ists last year and wide receiver 
Steve Smith Sr., who made it this 
far for the first time in his fourth 
year of eligibility.

The selection committee will 
vote next month to pick the class 
of  three to five modern-era play-
ers that will be announced the 
week of the Super Bowl.

Five others also are under 
consideration for enshrinement, 
with maxie Baughan, Sterling 
Sharpe and Jim Tyrer finalists in 
the seniors category, mike Hol-
mgren in the coaches category 
and ralph Hay as a contributor. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Joe Burrow threw his third 
touchdown pass to Tee Higgins 
with 1:07 left in overtime, and 
the Cincinnati Bengals kept their 
slim playoff hopes alive with a 
wild 30-24 victory over the Den-
ver Broncos on Saturday.

Following a Broncos punt, 
Burrow completed a 31-yard pass 
to Higgins to the Denver 3, then 
went back to the lanky wide 
receiver for the game-ending 
play. Higgins finished with 11 
receptions for 131 yards.

Cade York had a chance to win 
it for the Bengals with about 
three minutes left in overtime, 
but his 33-yard field goal 
bounced off the left upright. 

Denver then went three-and-
out, including a Bo Nix incom-
pletion on third down, handing 
the ball right back to Cincinnati 
(8-8).
l CHARGERS 40, PATRI-

OTS 7: Justin Herbert threw 
three touchdown passes as 
Los Angeles   clinched its sec-
ond playoff appearance in three 
seasons with a  rout of   New 
England in Foxborough, massa-
chusetts.

The win also secured the 
fourth postseason appearance in 
Jim Harbaugh’s five seasons as 
an NFL coach, adding to the 
three he made during his stint 
with the San Francisco 49ers.

Herbert finished 26 of 38 for 
281 yards to become the third 
player in NFL history with at 
least 3,000 passing yards and 20 
touchdown passes in each of his 
first five seasons. 
l RAMS 13, CARDINALS 9: 

Ahkello Witherspoon made a 
diving interception on a deflect-
ed pass in the end zone with 
37 seconds to play, and  Los 
Angeles  barely maintained com-
mand of the NFC West race with 
a  victory over   Arizona   in Ingle-
wood, California. 

Puka Nacua had 129 yards 
receiving and Kyren Williams 
scored the only touchdown for 
the rams (10-6), who grinded 
through a difficult offensive 
night and survived a hair-raising 
fourth quarter for their fifth 
consecutive victory.

NfL rouNdup

Cincinnati stays alive with a wild win
BengalS 30,

BrOncOS 24 (Ot)

andy lyons/geTTy images

The Bengals’ Tee Higgins  scores the   game-winner in overtime, his third touchdown catch of the game.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

It was a season of Iowa State 
comebacks. And fittingly, that’s 
how it ended for the Cyclones.

Game mVP rocco Becht scored 
from a yard out on fourth and goal 
with 56 seconds remaining and 
No. 18 Iowa State capped the best 
season in school history by rally-
ing past No. 15 miami, 42-41, in the 
Pop-Tarts Bowl on Saturday in or-
lando.

Becht finished with 270 passing 
yards and three touchdowns for 
Iowa State (11-2), which entered 
this season — the 133rd year of 
Cyclones football — never having 
won more than nine games.

The victory marked the fourth 
time in 2024 that Iowa State got a 
winning score with less than two 
minutes remaining. For this one, 
the Cyclones rallied from a 10-
point deficit in the second half — 
with miami quarterback Cam 
Ward watching after a record-set-
ting first half — to get win No. 11. 
Carson Hansen rushed for a pair of 
touchdowns for Iowa State. 

And as the mVP, Becht got the 
honor of choosing which flavor 
Pop-Tart was to be sacrificed in a 
giant toaster.

“There’s only one,” Becht said. 
“Cinnamon roll.”

Ward passed for three touch-
downs in his final college game to 
break the Division I   career record 
of 156 set by Houston’s Case 
Keenum from 2007 to 2011. Ward 
finished with 158.

Damien martinez rushed for a 

career-high 179 yards for miami 
(10-3).

Ward was 12 of 19 passing for 
190 yards and three touchdowns 
in the first half before Emory Wil-
liams took over to start the second.
l ALAMO BOWL: L.J. martin 

rushed for 88 yards and two touch-
downs and Jake retzlaff passed 
for 151 yards as  No. 17 BYU topped 
No. 23 Colorado, 36-14, in San 
Antonio.

The Cougars (11-2) scored in 
every quarter in rolling to their 
second straight bowl victory.

Colorado (9-4) was held to 210 
total yards with only two net yards 
rushing. The Buffaloes had 90 
yards in the fourth quarter with 
the Cougars leading by 29 points.

Buffaloes quarterback Shedeur 
Sanders was sacked three times 
and threw two interceptions be-
fore a sellout crowd of 64,261.

Heisman Trophy winner Travis 
Hunter had four receptions for 
106 yards, including a 43-yard 
touchdown from Sanders.
l MILITARY BOWL: rahjai 

Harris broke free for an 86-yard 
touchdown run with 1:33 remain-
ing, giving East Carolina a pulsat-
ing 26-21 victory over North Caro-
lina State in a game that descend-
ed into a wild brawl in the final 
minute at Navy-marine Corps me-
morial Stadium.

Harris had 220 of ECU’s 326 
yards rushing, and his sensational 
sprint near the end of the game 
gave the Pirates (8-5) the lead back 
after they surrendered a 13-point 
advantage in the fourth. But after 
an interception by Dontavius 
Nash ended the Wolfpack’s final 
drive, East Carolina’s attempt to 
run out the clock was interrupted 
by a large-scale fight between the 

in-state rivals — who play each 
other again to start next season.
l ARIZONA BOWL: Kevin Da-

vis had a career-high 148 yards 
rushing and two touchdowns on 
nine carries and Jordan Brunson 
also ran for two scores to carry 
miami (ohio) to a 43-17 blowout of 
Colorado State (8-5) in Tucson.

The redHawks (9-5) are 9-7 all-
time in bowl games. 
l FENWAY BOWL: Connecti-

cut’s victory in Boston showed 
North Carolina coach-in-waiting 
Bill Belichick how much work he 
has ahead of him.

Joe Fagnano threw for 151 yards 
and two touchdowns as the Hus-
kies handled Belichick’s new team 
in his old backyard, 27-14.
l PINSTRIPE BOWL: In New 

York, Dylan raiola passed for 
228 yards and a touchdown and 
Nebraska (7-6) built an 18-point 

lead and held on to upend Boston 
College (7-6), 20-15, for its first 
bowl victory since 2015.
l NEW MEXICO BOWL: Josh 

Hoover passed for four touch-
downs to help TCU (9-4) cruise to 
a 34-3 rout of Louisiana Lafayette 
(10-4) in Albuquerque.

Georgia’s Beck to enter draft

Bulldogs quarterback Carson 
Beck announced his plans to enter 
the NFL draft, five days after hav-
ing season-ending elbow surgery. 
l CONNECTICUT: Huskies 

Coach Jim mora agreed to a two-
year contract extension through 
2028, the school announced right 
before U-Conn. turned back North 
Carolina in the Fenway Bowl.
l WASHINGTON STATE: The 

Cougars hired South Dakota 
State’s Jimmy rogers as their new   
coach.

CoLLege footbaLL rouNdup

Cyclones cap best season in school history with one more comeback victory

iOwa State 42,
miami 41

Terrance Williams/associaTed Press

Commanders defensive tackle Jonathan Allen is slated to return 

against the Falcons after suffering a torn pectoral muscle Oct. 13.

proved throughout the season. 
The Commanders’ run defense 
remains a weakness, though; 
Washington has allowed 
137.4 rushing yards per game, the 
fourth most in the NFL entering 
Saturday.

To clear a spot for Allen on the 
active roster, the Commanders 
waived Phidarian mathis, a 2022 
second-round pick and fellow 
tackle. mathis joins a lengthy list 
of recent draft picks who have 
been waived or released by the 
new regime led by Quinn and 
General manager Adam Peters. 
All told, 23 of the 33 picks in 
Washington’s four draft classes 
between 2020 and 2023 are no 
longer on the active roster.

Also, the Commanders re-
moved backup quarterback mar-
cus mariota from the injury re-
port — he was originally listed as 
questionable to play Sunday for 
personal reasons — and elevated 
cornerback Kevon Seymour and 
wide receiver Brycen Tremayne 
from the practice squad to the 
active roster.

on Friday, Washington ruled 
out four players because of inju-
ries: Cornerback marshon Latti-
more, linebacker Jordan magee 
and wide receiver Dyami Brown 
are dealing with hamstring inju-
ries, and right tackle Andrew 
Wylie has a groin issue.

BY NICKI JHABVALA

The Washington Commanders 
activated defensive tackle Jona-
than Allen from injured reserve 
Saturday, giving them a signifi-
cant boost up front as they try to 
clinch a playoff spot Sunday 
night against the Atlanta Fal-
cons.

Allen tore his pectoral muscle 
in the Commanders’ loss to the 
Baltimore ravens on oct. 13 and 
was believed to be out for the 
season. But after he had surgery, 
the nature of the injury and his 
recovery made a return possible.

“He’s built different, for sure,” 
Coach Dan Quinn said  this 
month. “But it was within the last 
month where this trajectory was 
taking place. And if he had hit all 
the markers, then we knew this 
would’ve been the window that 
the docs had advised to say, if he 
hits all the stuff to lead up into 
this, pressing and moving, that 
you’d have a shot to do that.”

Allen’s return should only help 
a defensive front that has im-

 Allen activated from IR 
after nine-game absence

Washington run defense 
should get major boost 

with return of star tackle
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college basketball

I still vividly
remember going
to Jim
Larrañaga’s house
in March 2006
after his George
Mason team
stunned Michigan
State and North

Carolina to reach the Sweet 16 of
the NCAA men’s basketball
tournament.

Before that run, the Patriots
had never won an NCAA
tournament game. Neither had
Larrañaga. What’s more, their
presence in the NCAA
tournament had been
questioned by many, including
the CBS duo of Jim Nantz and
Billy Packer during the selection
show.

Larrañaga had suspended
point guard Tony Skinn for one
game after Skinn delivered a low
blow to a Hofstra player late in
the Patriots’ CAA tournament
semifinal loss.

Mason upset Michigan State
without Skinn, then stunned
North Carolina after trailing 16-2
in the first half.

Larrañaga called me that
evening, shouting over the noise
of blaring car horns: “We’re
getting a police escort back to
campus,” he said. “Can you
believe that?”

A trip to the Sweet 16 rated a
police escort. What next?

And so two days later, I sat in
Larrañaga’s house while he
recalled the events of the
previous weekend. He started to
talk about his sons — both of
whom played college basketball
— and how he and Jon contacted
Jay, who was playing in Italy,
after the North Carolina win. As
he talked about how proud he
was of his boys, Larrañaga began
to cry. His wife, Liz, walked into
the room.

“Talking about the boys
again?” she said, knowing what
could bring her husband to
tears.

He nodded and said
(tearfully), “There’s no crying in
the Sweet 16, right?”

Five days later, there was
plenty of crying after George
Mason continued its run by
upsetting top-seeded
Connecticut, 86-84, in overtime
to reach the Final Four. As
Larrañaga sprinted past me to
cut down the nets, he paused
and said, “I can’t wait to see
Nantz and Packer in
Indianapolis.”

Larrañaga retired Thursday
after winning 744 games and
going to a second Final Four in
2023 while coaching at Miami.
Like many important coaches, he
was driven from the game by the
new NCAA, which includes
countless name, image and
likeness deals and nonstop
transfers.

During his news conference
Thursday, Larrañaga recalled
eight players coming to him after
the Final Four run in 2023 and
telling him they were entering
the transfer portal.

“I said, ‘Don’t you like it?’ ‘No,
I love it. I love Miami. It’s great,’”
Larrañaga said. “But the
opportunity to make money
someplace else created a
situation that you have to begin
to ask yourself as a coach, what
is this all about? And the answer
is it’s become professional.”

The Hurricanes had gone 29-8
on their way to the Final Four.
One year later, they were 15-17.
This season, they are 4-8 after a
loss at home to Mount St. Mary’s.
Larrañaga decided enough was
enough and announced his
retirement Thursday. Clearly, he

didn’t see his team improving on
last season’s 6-14 ACC record.

But his retirement goes well
beyond wins and losses. He
never envisioned a world in
which he would be constantly
negotiating with agents of
potential transfers and high
school seniors. He called me a
couple of months ago to ask
whether I thought there was
anything to be done about the
current situation.

“I’m not sure how much
longer I can do this,” he said.
Then he told me a story about
how he carefully put together an
offer for a potential transfer,
only to be told by the player’s
agent, “Coach, you’re not even in
the ballpark.”

“I never thought my career
would come down to dealing
with agents,” he said. “I’m almost
75. I’m worn out physically and
emotionally.”

The main reason Larrañaga
and coaches such as Jay Wright,
Roy Williams, Mike Brey and —
most notably — Tony Bennett
feel burned out by their jobs is
NIL, which the Supreme Court
unanimously ruled in favor of in
the summer of 2021. But lost in
the Supreme Court’s decision
was the 2018 Condoleezza Rice
commission, which
recommended that agents be
allowed to negotiate on behalf of
amateur athletes.

This was the fox being let into
the henhouse. Now coaches such
as Bennett and Larrañaga, who
never had to think about
negotiating with agents, found
themselves constantly dealing
with them. In fact, at his farewell
news conference, Bennett
thanked his staff for “protecting
me from the agents.”

“I meant it,” Bennett said to
me a couple of weeks ago. “I
wouldn’t have lasted as long as I
did if not for my staff getting
between me and the agents.”

Larrañaga clearly felt the
same way. He had great success
at Miami, reaching the Sweet 16
four times (without a police
escort), the Elite Eight twice and
the Final Four once.

His departure from George
Mason was a sad one. Three
years earlier, he had turned
down Providence, his alma
mater, to stay at Mason. But he
and Athletic Director Tom
O’Connor had a falling-out after
a 27-7 season, and Larrañaga left
for Miami. It’s fair to say that
George Mason hasn’t been the
same since. The Patriots haven’t
made the NCAA tournament
since Larrañaga’s final season
and have failed to finish in the
top four of the Atlantic 10 since
they joined the conference in
2013.

Larrañaga retires as the
winningest coach in Miami
history, just as he left as the
winningest coach in George
Mason history. He belongs in the
Hall of Fame, not only for his
wins but for his outgoing
personality. He won a lot. He
entertained even more.

He cried in the Sweet 16, and
he cried some more after his
team made the Final Four. He
grew up in the Bronx and
learned to Bronx whistle in high
school so the entire arena could
hear it. The New Yorker in him
never went away. He loved to
compete no matter where he was
coaching.

On my all-time list of
memorable moments is him
shouting over the bedlam in
what was then Verizon Center to
say, “I can’t wait to see Nantz
and Packer in Indianapolis.”

Boy, was that fun.

Larrañaga is latest coach
to opt out of the new NCAA

John
Feinstein

BryNN aNDerSoN/aSSoCIaTeD PreSS

Jim Larrañaga, who retired as Miami’s basketball coach Thursday,

said dealing with agents wore on him “physically and emotionally.”

BY PATRICK STEVENS

Kevin Willard said he had
never given a team four days off
at Christmas before this season.
The Maryland men’s basketball
team’s lackluster showing Satur-
day afternoon against Maryland
Eastern Shore suggests the Ter-
rapins’ coach is unlikely to do so
again.

The Terps never trailed but
sputtered in stretches of their
81-66 victory at Xfinity Center,
an atypically erratic perform-
ance to close nonconference play
for a team with a habit of
clobbering opponents in College
Park.

“You can’t give college kids
four days off,” Willard said. “I’m
an idiot.”

Julian Reese had 23 points
and 11 rebounds for his sixth
double-double of the season and
freshman Derik Queen collected
18 points and 14 rebounds for his
fifth for the Terps (11-2), who
resume Big Ten play with games
Thursday (at Washington) and
Jan. 5 (at Oregon). They will do
so after yielding 36 points in the
paint to the Hawks (4-12); only

Purdue has managed more
against Maryland this season.
Also, the Terps shot 5 for 18 on
three-pointers; that tied the
Nov. 4 opener against Manhattan
for their fewest makes from the
outside.

“We had five days off,” junior
guard Ja’Kobi Gillespie
shrugged. “That’s probably what
really caused it.”

KC Shaw had 20 points and
nine rebounds for UMES, which
has dropped all 19 of its meetings
with Maryland but proved pesky
after a 12-day layoff.

Maryland was a week removed
from thrashing Syracuse, 87-60,
at Barclays Center in New York.
Willard didn’t believe it would be
a good idea to bring the team
home just to practice the next
day before giving the Terps
Dec. 23, 24 and 25 off. So the
team dispersed from the Gotham
Classic and didn’t resume prac-
tice until Thursday.

Still, there was virtually no
mystery coming into Saturday.
Toss aside its mid-November loss
to Marquette, and Maryland had
won its other eight home games
by at least 24 points. As for the
Hawks, they had swept their
non-Division I competition and
had chances to pick off D-I foes
Penn, Old Dominion, Longwood
and Wagner, losing those four
games by a combined nine
points.

Yet for as well as UMES has
acquitted itself at times under

first-year coach Cleo Hill Jr. —
who showed a penchant for re-
building programs on the Divi-
sion II level at Shaw and
Winston-Salem State — it lost its
four previous games against
power conference foes (Vander-
bilt, Illinois, Arkansas and Con-
necticut) by an average of
53.5 points.

Those struggles were under-
standable; Hill had to construct
his entire roster after his June 1
hire. They weren’t evident
against the Terps, who bolted to
an 11-2 lead only for UMES to
rattle off eight consecutive
points to avoid getting buried
early. That set in motion a re-
peating sequence of Maryland
uncorking a spurt, only for the
Hawks to figure out how to hang
around.

Reese was an exception to the
lethargic effort, piling up
13 points and seven rebounds as
the Terps stretched out a 40-24
halftime lead.

“When you take that many
days off, you know the older guys
can handle it,” Willard said. “I
think Ju came in ready, rested
and just came out and played
physical and aggressive.”

When Jordan Geronimo —
who started the second half over
Queen because Willard didn’t
think the freshman played well
early — dunked on the first
possession after the break to
extend Maryland’s lead to 18, it
seemed the Terps would be able

to enjoy a stress-free second half.
Instead, UMES closed within

54-48 with 10:08 remaining. The
Terps needed little more than a
minute to brush off the Hawks’
surge — with Queen’s dunk off an
inbound pass, Reese’s basket and
Selton Miguel’s transition layup
— and eventually grew their lead
to 23.

And with that, Maryland com-
pleted a 10-1 nonconference rec-
ord that featured far more blow-
outs than close calls.

“I feel like we played pretty
good since the start,” said
Gillespie, who had nine points,
nine assists and two turnovers in
35 minutes. “This is probably the
worst game we’ve played.”

Saturday didn’t prove costly
to a team with a reworked roster
that spent the past two months
illustrating it would not follow
the path of its offense-chal-
lenged predecessor. Even on a
sluggish day, Maryland earned
its fifth wire-to-wire victory.
And with a Tuesday flight pre-
ceding the program’s first West
Coast trip in conference play,
the Terps are well positioned to
push for an NCAA tournament
berth and perhaps contend for
the Big Ten title as the calendar
flips to 2025.

“I feel like we created a good
résumé for ourselves,” Reese
said. “We earned a lot of respect
from the country, and that’s what
we planned to do. We’re just
looking to build on that.”

Sluggish Terps put the Hawks to rest
Maryland 81,

UMeS 66

Willard blames days off
for their lackluster play

JohN mCDoNNell For The WaShINgToN PoST

Maryland forward Julian Reese finished with 23 points and 11 rebounds Saturday afternoon in the Terps’ final nonconference matchup.

Xavier at Georgetown

Friday, 8 p.m., CBS Sports Network

BY NOAH FERGUSON

The Georgetown men’s basket-
ball team entered this season in
search of clarity. Four of the
Hoyas’ top five scorers from last
season’s 9-23 squad are gone. All
but two of their players this year
are underclassmen. Only time on
the court together would show
how these young Hoyas would
fare in Coach Ed Cooley’s second
year.

Two months in, the Hoyas have
shown they are up to the task. To
close the calendar year on a win-
ning note Saturday afternoon,
Georgetown beat Coppin State,
83-53, at Capital One Arena to
improve to 11-2. With nonconfer-
ence play complete, the Hoyas
already have exceeded last sea-
son’s win total.

“The fact that we eclipsed last
year … we should,” Cooley said.
“We’re trying to earn the trust of
people that, hey, we’re trying to
move our program forward know-
ing that we were up against a lot,
so I’m proud of our group.”

Center Thomas Sorber led the
Hoyas in a physical matchup with
the Eagles (1-13), finishing with
22 points and 12 rebounds. The
freshman’s four blocks tied his
season high.

Malik Mack, who missed the
Hoyas’ previous two games with a
lower-body injury, added

15 points and 11 assists.
“I’ve been practicing a little bit

throughout the week, so I still had
my legs under me a little bit,” he
said. “It was just more so fun to be
back out there with the guys and
getting our chemistry back up
since I missed the last couple of
games.”

Fellow sophomore Drew Field-
er set career highs with 20 points
and 13 rebounds. The Hoyas con-
trolled the final 20 minutes to pull
away.

“I thought the second half was
the way we wanted to play — in
transition, rebounding the ball,
three double-doubles, which is
really good,” Cooley said. “We re-

ally challenged our guys defen-
sively on the glass. I thought
Fielder did a great job. Sorber did
a great job. And Malik with 11 as-
sists. … If we can have that every
night, I think it’s going to give us a
shot every night.”

Last season, the Hoyas finished
2-18 in Big East regular season
play. Georgetown matched that
win total after just two conference
games with last Sunday’s 61-60
victory at Seton Hall. That fol-
lowed a Dec. 18 blowout of visiting
Creighton.

Saturday’s game lacked the
drama of the Seton Hall matchup
as the Hoyas never trailed. Mack,
a Harvard transfer and former

standout at St. John’s College
High, buried a corner three-point-
er on the Hoyas’ first possession.
Sorber banked in a layup through
contact moments later, and Cool-
ey’s team soon had an eight-point
lead.

Still, the Hoyas led by just seven
at halftime. Turnovers slowed the
Hoyas’ offense in the first 20 min-
utes as the Eagles stuck around.

“Coming out of the holiday, we
were a little rusty in the first half. I
thought we made a lot of mis-
takes,” Cooley said. “We [now]
have back-to-back games with
[19] turnovers, so that’s some-
thing we’re going to have to iden-
tify as we get into Big East play.”

Georgetown doubled up Cop-
pin State in the second half as the
Hoyas’ size overwhelmed the Ea-
gles in the paint. Cooley tightened
his rotation to give his starters a
chance to find their groove, he
said. The Hoyas got the ball to
Sorber and Fielder early and often
as they began to pull away.

Mack continued to flourish, too
— his six second-half assists creat-
ed opportunities for Sorber and
Fielder down low. Midway
through the half, a crafty layup by
Mack delighted the crowd, forc-
ing Coppin State to take a timeout
with the Hoyas’ win in hand.

The task gets tougher from
here: Georgetown hosts Xavier on
Friday before visiting Marquette
on Jan. 7 and welcoming two-time
defending champion Connecticut
to Capital One Arena on Jan. 11.

“2024 is complete,” Cooley said.
“I’ve seen enormous growth with
our group.”

Hoyas add another notch to growth chart with rout

georgetown 83,
Coppin State 53

Freshman Sorber leads
way in blowout at home

DaNIel KuCIN Jr./ImagN ImageS

Freshman Thomas Sorber finished with 22 points, 12 rebounds and

four blocks as Georgetown (11-2) poured it on at Capital One Arena.
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scoreboard

PRo FooTBALL

chargers 40, Patriots 7
l.a. cHaRGERS .................  7 13 10 10 — 40
nEW EnGlanD .................  0 7 0 0 — 7 

fiRSt quaRtER 
la chargers: Davis 23 pass from Herbert (Dicker kick), 
3:28.

SEconD quaRtER 
la chargers: FG Dicker 27, 10:15.
la chargers: McConkey 6 pass from Herbert (Dicker 
kick), 3:03.
new England: Douglas 36 pass from D.Maye (Slye kick), 
1:24.
la chargers: FG Dicker 38, :02.

tHiRD quaRtER 
la chargers: McConkey 40 pass from Herbert (Dicker 
kick), 7:43.
la chargers: FG Dicker 41, 5:43.

fouRtH quaRtER 
la chargers: Dobbins 2 run (Dicker kick), 12:03.
la chargers: FG Dicker 35, 3:47.

lac nE
First Downs .......................................... 29 11
Total Net Yards ................................... 428 181
Rushes-Yards ...............................  37-147 20-96
Passing ................................................ 281 85
Punt Returns .....................................  2-18 1-15
Kickoff Returns .................................  1-17 4-107
Interceptions Ret. ...............................  0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ............................... 26-40-0 13-24-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ..............................  0-0 4-30
Punts ..............................................  2-46.0 4-55.0
Fumbles-Lost ......................................  0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards ................................  6-54 7-60
Time Of Possession ......................... 40:26 18:34 

paSSinG
l.a. chargers: Herbert 26-38-0-281, Heinicke 0-2-0-0.
new England: Maye 12-22-0-117, Brissett 1-2-0-(minus 
2).

RuSHinG
l.a. chargers: Dobbins 19-76, Haskins 8-30, Vidal 5-24, 
Herbert 3-12, Heinicke 1-8, Davis 1-(minus 3).
new England: Gibson 12-63, Maye 6-32, Stevenson 2-1.

REcEivinG
l.a. chargers: McConkey 8-94, Johnston 5-48, Palmer 
4-41, Davis 2-29, Smartt 2-23, Dissly 2-21, Haskins 
1-10, Fisk 1-8, Dobbins 1-7.
new England: Douglas 4-46, Boutte 4-28, Hooper 3-19, 
Bourne 2-22.

canadiens 4, Panthers 0
montREal ..............................  0 3 1 — 4
floRiDa ..................................  0 0 0 — 0 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 1, Montreal, Dach 3 (Guhle, Newhook), 1:39. 2, 
Montreal, Dach 4 (Newhook), 13:51. 3, Montreal, Evans 
9, 17:19 (sh). 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 4, Montreal, Caufield 18 (Slafkovsky), 14:17. 

SHotS on Goal

montREal ..............................  9 8 7 — 24
floRiDa ................................  10 14 10 — 34
power-play opportunities: Montreal 0 of 1; Florida 0 of 1. 
Goalies: Montreal, Dobes 1-0-0 (34 shots-34 saves). 
Florida, Knight 6-6-1 (24-20). a: 19,483 (19,250). t: 2:23. 

coLLEGE BASKETBALL

ncAA men

SatuRDaY’S RESultS
EaSt 
Boston College 78, Fairleigh Dickinson 70
Georgetown 83, Coppin State 53
Maryland 81, Maryland Eastern Shore 66
St. Joseph’s 76, Delaware State 58
St. John’s 97, Delaware 76
Syracuse 75, Bucknell 63

SoutH 
Davidson 86, Eastern Michigan 64
Elon 73, Marshall 59
Florida Gulf Coast 75, Richmond 57
George Mason 64, Mount St. Mary’s 56
Georgia Tech 92, Alabama A&M 49
Hampton 83, Howard 67
Louisville 78, Eastern Kentucky 76
Memphis 87, Mississippi 70
North Carolina  A&T 85, North Carolina Central 72
Old Dominion 82, Virginia  Wesleyan 44
South Florida 106, Webber International 49

miDWESt 
DePaul 84, Loyola (Md.) 65
Eastern Illinois 99, Blackburn 55
Saint Louis 78, William Woods 57

SoutHWESt
Sam Houston State 111, Dallas 65
Texas A&M 92, Abilene Christian 54
Tulsa 96, Southwestern Christian 63

WESt
Boise State 73, San Jose State 71
Grand Canyon 68, San Diego 55
New Mexico 76, Colorado State 68
St. Mary’s (Calif.) 70, Pacific 60
UCLA 65, Gonzaga 62
Utah State 67, San Diego State 66
Washington State 89, Portland 73
Wyoming 66, Nevada 63

Maryland 81, 

Maryland Eastern Shore 66 

maryland Eastern Shore (4-12) 
Flippin 4-9 6-8 14, Vassel 1-4 0-0 2, Johnson 6-12 0-0 15, 
Perkins 4-5 0-0 8, Ke.Shaw 9-16 2-4 20, Martino 0-6 0-0 
0, Ware 0-3 0-0 0, Bailey 1-2 0-0 3, Ky.Shaw 2-4 0-0 4, 
Cuello 0-0 0-0 0. totals 27-61 8-12 66. 
maryland (11-2) 
Reese 8-12 7-12 23, Queen 6-11 6-7 18, Gillespie 3-7 2-2 
9, Miguel 4-13 1-1 10, Rice 2-8 0-0 5, Harris-Smith 2-3 
0-0 5, Geronimo 4-5 0-0 9, Gapare 1-1 0-0 2, Young 0-2 
0-0 0, Palmer 0-1 0-0 0. totals 30-63 16-22 81. 
Halftime: Maryland 40-24. three-point goals: Maryland 
Eastern Shore 4-16 (Johnson 3-7, Bailey 1-1, Perkins 0-1, 
Ke.Shaw 0-1, Martino 0-2, Ky.Shaw 0-2, Ware 0-2), 
Maryland 5-18 (Geronimo 1-1, Harris-Smith 1-2, Rice 
1-3, Gillespie 1-4, Miguel 1-7, Palmer 0-1). fouled out: 
Vassel. Rebounds: Maryland Eastern Shore 32 (Ke.Shaw 
9), Maryland 34 (Queen 14). assists: Maryland Eastern 
Shore 8 (Perkins 3), Maryland 17 (Gillespie 9). total 
fouls: Maryland Eastern Shore 18, Maryland 14. 

Georgetown 83, 

coppin State 53 

coppin State (1-13) 
Horton 1-5 0-0 3, Oduro 1-5 0-0 2, Ellerbe 5-18 0-1 12, 
Nnadozie 7-17 5-6 22, Sparrow 1-5 3-4 5, Harrison 3-11 
2-3 9, Leonard 0-1 0-0 0. totals 18-62 10-14 53. 
Georgetown (11-2) 
Ca.Williams 2-8 0-0 5, Fielder 6-7 8-8 20, Sorber 9-12 4-5 
22, Mack 5-11 2-2 15, Peavy 3-10 0-0 7, Cu.Williams 3-4 
0-0 9, McKenna 2-2 1-1 5, Mulready 0-0 0-0 0, Burks 0-0 
0-0 0, Asadallah 0-0 0-0 0. totals 30-54 15-16 83. 
Halftime: Georgetown 37-30. three-point goals: Coppin 
State 7-19 (Nnadozie 3-6, Ellerbe 2-6, Harrison 1-2, Horton 
1-2, Oduro 0-1, Sparrow 0-2), Georgetown 8-18 (Cu.Wil-
liams 3-4, Mack 3-5, Ca.Williams 1-3, Peavy 1-5, Sorber 
0-1). fouled out: Horton. Rebounds: Coppin State 22 
(Sparrow 8), Georgetown 43 (Fielder 13). assists: Coppin 
State 9 (Ellerbe 3), Georgetown 21 (Mack 11). total fouls: 
Coppin State 17, Georgetown 13. a: 8,298 (20,356). 

ncAA women
SatuRDaY’S RESultS
EaSt 
Buffalo 107, Le Moyne 59
Coppin State 69, Bryant 52
Creighton 75, St. John’s 56
Detroit 66, Robert Morris 58
Fairleigh Dickinson 66, Maine 48

SoutH
Georgetown 78, Maryland Eastern Shore 68
Georgia 83, Ohio 50
Kentucky 88, Western Kentucky 70
North Alabama 84, Bethel (Tenn.) 54

miDWESt 
Akron 80, Miami (Hamilton) 52
Fort Wayne 76, Wright State 49
Illinois 64, Oregon 59
Indiana 83, Wisconsin 52
Minnesota 90, Penn State 54
Northern Illinois 92, Viterbo 44
St. Thomas (Minn.) 81, Eastern Michigan 65
Toledo 114, Defiance 30
Washington 90, Northwestern 71

SoutHWESt
Oral Roberts 124, Haskell 47

WESt
Oregon State 71, Gonzaga 67 (OT)
Portland 81, Santa Clara 54
St. Mary’s (Calif.) 80, Pacific 78 (OT)
San Francisco 85, Loyola Marymount 73
California Davis 115, California  Maritime 29
Washington State 67, Pepperdine 46

George Mason 64, 

Mount St. Mary’s 56 

mount St. mary's (8-5) 
Adebayo 5-13 3-5 13, Cordilia 1-4 2-3 4, Ervin 1-5 0-4 3, 
Lipscomb 2-9 0-1 6, Pacheco 1-5 0-0 3, Ard 4-10 2-2 11, 
Keyes 3-7 0-0 7, Khadre Kebe 2-4 0-0 4, Hobbs 2-5 0-0 5, 
Wilson 0-0 0-0 0. totals 21-62 7-15 56. 
George mason (9-4) 
Anderson 1-3 2-3 5, Haynes 6-9 6-12 18, Maddox 5-11 2-3 
13, O’Connor 2-5 3-4 9, Newton 1-6 0-0 2, Billups 1-3 2-2 
4, Johnson 1-5 1-4 4, Begg 2-2 0-0 5, Emejuru 2-2 0-0 4. 
totals 21-46 16-28 64. 
Halftime: Mount St. Mary’s 30-28. three-point goals: 
Mount St. Mary’s 7-26 (Lipscomb 2-6, Ard 1-1, Hobbs 
1-2, Ervin 1-3, Pacheco 1-4, Keyes 1-5, Khadre Kebe 0-2, 
Adebayo 0-3), George Mason 6-17 (O’Connor 2-3, Begg 
1-1, Anderson 1-2, Johnson 1-3, Maddox 1-5, Billups 0-1, 
Newton 0-2). Rebounds: Mount St. Mary’s 31 (Ard 9), 
George Mason 40 (Haynes 16). assists: Mount St. 
Mary’s 12 (Lipscomb 5), George Mason 13 (Billups 3). 
total fouls: Mount St. Mary’s 20, George Mason 14. a: 
3,295 (10,000). 

hawks 120, heat 110

miami ................................  28 30 26 26 — 110
atlanta ...........................  35 26 32 27 — 120

miami: Highsmith 6-8 0-0 14, Jaquez Jr. 4-12 0-0 8, 
Adebayo 8-17 1-1 17, Herro 8-15 8-8 28, Robinson 6-14 0-0 
16, Jovic 0-3 4-5 4, Ware 2-3 0-0 4, Burks 3-9 2-2 10, 
Larsson 0-1 0-0 0, Rozier 3-8 2-2 9. totals 40-90 17-18 110. 

atlanta: J.Johnson 13-20 0-1 28, Risacher 4-12 0-0 9, 
Capela 3-3 0-1 6, Krejci 2-6 2-2 7, Young 3-13 3-4 11, 
Nance Jr. 4-6 2-2 10, Hunter 8-14 6-7 26, Mathews 5-8 
4-5 18, Wallace 2-4 0-0 5. totals 44-86 17-22 120.

three-point Goals: Miami 13-41 (Herro 4-7, Robinson 4-10, 
Highsmith 2-3, Burks 2-6, Rozier 1-5, Ware 0-1, Adebayo 
0-2, Jovic 0-2, Jaquez Jr. 0-5), Atlanta 15-37 (Hunter 4-7, 
Mathews 4-7, J.Johnson 2-3, Young 2-9, Wallace 1-2, 
Krejci 1-4, Risacher 1-4, Nance Jr. 0-1). fouled out: None. 
Rebounds: Miami 42 (Adebayo 10), Atlanta 47 (J.Johnson 
13). assists: Miami 23 (Herro 10), Atlanta 34 (Young 15). 
total fouls: Miami 19, Atlanta 16. a: 17,856 (18,118)

hampton 83, howard 67 

Howard (5-8) 
Hima 1-3 0-0 2, Dockery 3-11 1-2 9, Gill 4-9 0-0 8, Harper 
10-18 12-15 34, Strong 0-3 0-0 0, Shockley-Okeke 4-7 0-1 
10, J.Johnson 0-3 4-4 4, Stewart 0-1 0-0 0. totals 22-55 
17-22 67. 
Hampton (8-5) 
Long 2-5 0-0 4, Rink 0-0 0-0 0, Bristol 4-7 8-8 18, 
Farrakhan 4-10 8-8 17, Strothers 2-8 0-0 6, Mullen 3-4 
3-6 11, Beale 5-11 0-0 13, D.Johnson 3-5 1-2 9, Rice 0-0 
0-0 0, Goods 0-0 0-0 0, Kennedy 2-3 0-0 5, Banister 0-0 
0-0 0, Smith 0-0 0-0 0. totals 25-53 20-24 83. 
Halftime: Hampton 31-23. three-point goals: Howard 
6-18 (Harper 2-3, Shockley-Okeke 2-3, Dockery 2-7, Gill 
0-1, J.Johnson 0-2, Strong 0-2), Hampton 13-31 (Beale 
3-6, Mullen 2-3, D.Johnson 2-4, Bristol 2-5, Strothers 
2-6, Kennedy 1-2, Farrakhan 1-3, Long 0-2). Rebounds: 
Howard 24 (Gill 6), Hampton 33 (Mullen 9). assists: 
Howard 12 (Gill 4), Hampton 19 (Farrakhan 7). total 
fouls: Howard 20, Hampton 17. 

Flyers 3, Ducks 1
pHilaDElpHia ........................  0 1 2 — 3
anaHEim ................................  0 1 0 — 1 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 1, Philadelphia, Cates 7 (York, Brink), 4:03. 2, 
Anaheim, Terry 10 (Gudas, LaCombe), 15:38. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 3, Philadelphia, Frost 7 (Laughton), 5:57. 4, 
Philadelphia, Farabee 5, 17:40 (en). 

SHotS on Goal

pHilaDElpHia ........................  7 12 6 — 25
anaHEim ..............................  10 12 10 — 32
power-play opportunities: Philadelphia 0 of 5; Anaheim 
0 of 4. Goalies: Philadelphia, Ersson 8-6-2 (33 shots-32 
saves). Anaheim, Dostal 8-10-3 (24-22). a: 16,472 
(17,174). t: 2:24. 

Kings 4, oilers 3 (oT)
EDmonton ....................... 1 2 0 0 — 3
loS anGElES .................... 2 0 1 1 — 4 

fiRSt pERioD

Scoring: 1, Edmonton, Kapanen 5 (Brown, Emberson), 
9:43. 2, Los Angeles, Byfield 7 (Clarke, Foegele), 12:32. 3, 
Los Angeles, Foegele 10 (Byfield, Spence), 17:35. 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 4, Edmonton, Nugent-Hopkins 7 (McDavid, 
Hyman), 3:20 (pp). 5, Edmonton, Arvidsson 4 (Draisaitl, 
Podkolzin), 11:59. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 6, Los Angeles, Jeannot 5 (Spence, Foegele), 
2:32. 

ovERtimE

Scoring: 7, Los Angeles, Byfield 8 (Danault), 3:19. 

SHotS on Goal

EDmonton ..................... 10 9 8 1 — 28
loS anGElES .................... 9 9 5 6 — 29
power-play opportunities: Edmonton 1 of 2; Los Angeles 
0 of 1. Goalies: Edmonton, Skinner 13-8-3 (29 shots-25 
saves). Los Angeles, Kuemper 9-2-5 (28-25). a: 18,145 
(18,230). t: 2:31. 

coLLEGE FooTBALL

Bowl schedule
fRiDaY’S RESultS
aRmED foRcES BoWl — in foRt WoRtH
Navy 21, Oklahoma 20

BiRminGHam BoWl — in BiRminGHam, ala.
Vanderbilt 35, Georgia Tech 27

liBERtY BoWl — in mEmpHiS
Arkansas 39, Texas Tech 26

HoliDaY BoWl — in San DiEGo
Syracuse 52, Washington State 35

laS vEGaS BoWl — in paRaDiSE, nEv.
Southern California 35, Texas A&M 31

SatuRDaY’S RESultS
fEnWaY BoWl — in BoSton
Connecticut 27, North Carolina 14

pinStRipE BoWl — in nEW YoRK
Nebraska 20, Boston College 15

nEW mEXico BoWl — in alBuquERquE
 TCU 34, Louisiana Lafayette 3

pop-taRtS BoWl — in oRlanDo
Iowa State 42, Miami 41

aRizona BoWl — in tucSon
Miami (Ohio) 43, Colorado State 17

militaRY BoWl — in annapoliS
East Carolina 26, North Carolina State 21

alamo BoWl — in San antonio
BYU 36, Colorado 14

inDEpEnDEncE BoWl — in SHREvEpoRt, la.
Louisiana Tech vs. Army, late

monDaY’S GamE
muSic citY BoWl — in naSHvillE
Iowa vs. Missouri, 2:30

no. 18 iowa State 42, 

no. 15 Miami 41

ioWa StatE .........................  21 7 7 7 — 42
miami ....................................  14 17 7 3 — 41

fiRSt quaRtER

iSu: Burkle 9 pass from Becht (Konrardy kick), 11:23.
mia: Martinez 75 run (Borregales kick), 11:10.
iSu: Hansen 30 run (Konrardy kick), 8:34.
mia: George 4 pass from Ward (Borregales kick), 4:12.
iSu: Hansen 1 run (Konrardy kick), 2:23.

SEconD quaRtER

mia: Trader 40 pass from Ward (Borregales kick), 13:33.
iSu: Hansen 13 pass from Becht (Konrardy kick), 10:43.
mia: Arroyo 33 pass from Ward (Borregales kick), 9:25.
mia: FG Borregales 30, :16.

tHiRD quaRtER

mia: Fletcher 1 run (Borregales kick), 8:09.
iSu: Noel 4 pass from Becht (Konrardy kick), 2:20.

fouRtH quaRtER

mia: FG Borregales 21, 9:40.
iSu: Becht 1 run (Konrardy kick), :56.

iowa State miami
First Downs .....................................  23 24
Total Net Yards .............................  415 524
Rushes-Yards ........................... 31-145 39-308
Passing ..........................................  270 216
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 1-12
Kickoff Returns .............................. 0-0 3-46
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 1-4 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  22-36-0 17-33-1
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 1-1 0-0
Punts ...................................... 3-37.333 1-44.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 1-0 2-2
Penalties-Yards ............................ 2-30 6-46
Time Of Possession ....................  27:41 32:19 

paSSinG

iowa State: Becht 22-36-0-270. miami: Ward 12-19-0-
190, E.Williams 5-14-1-26. 

RuSHinG

iowa State: Hansen 16-82, Becht 8-23, Noel 2-16, Sama 
3-13, Flora 1-12, (Team) 1-(minus 1). miami: Martinez 
14-179, Fletcher 12-62, Lyle 9-34, Lofton 1-28, Ward 2-8, 
(Team) 1-(minus 3). 

REcEivinG

iowa State: Noel 8-117, Burkle 4-54, Green 3-20, Alston 
2-52, Brown 2-12, Hansen 1-13, Flora 1-6, Klotz 1-(minus 
4). miami: Arroyo 4-64, Trader 3-61, George 2-24, Kirk 
2-22, Joseph 2-17, Lofton 1-17, Fletcher 1-7, Martinez 
1-6, Lyle 1-(minus 2). 

nHl lEaDERS

Entering Saturday’s games

GoalS Gp G

Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton.................................... 34 24
Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota ................................... 34 23
William Nylander, Toronto .................................. 36 23
Brayden Point, Tampa Bay .................................. 28 22
Sam Reinhart, Florida.......................................... 36 22
Kyle Connor, Winnipeg ........................................ 36 21
Mark Scheifele, Winnipeg ................................... 36 21
Mikko Rantanen, Colorado .................................. 37 20
Jake Guentzel, Tampa Bay .................................. 32 19
Nico Hischier, New Jersey ................................... 38 18
Cole Caufield, Montreal ....................................... 34 17
John Tavares, Toronto......................................... 35 17
Tage Thompson, Buffalo ..................................... 31 17

aSSiStS Gp a

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado.............................. 37 46
Jack Eichel, Vegas................................................ 35 37
Mitch Marner, Toronto ........................................ 36 36
Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay ............................... 30 35
Quinn Hughes, Vancouver ................................... 34 34
Cale Makar, Colorado ........................................... 37 34
Connor McDavid, Edmonton ................................ 31 34
Mikko Rantanen, Colorado .................................. 37 33

TEnniS

ATP

Through Tuesday

SinGlES RanKinGS
1. Jannik Sinner, Italy, 11830
2. Alexander Zverev, Germany, 7915
3. Carlos Alcaraz, Spain, 7010
4. Taylor Fritz, USA, 5100
5. Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 5030

DouBlES RanKinGS
1. Mate Pavic, Croatia, 7510
1. Marcelo Arevalo-Gonzalez, El Salvador, 7510
3. Jordan Thompson, Australia, 6655

WTA 

Through Tuesday

SinGlES RanKinGS
1. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 9416
2. Iga Swiatek, Poland, 8295
3. Coco Gauff, USA, 6530
4. Jasmine Paolini, Italy, 5344

DouBlES RanKinGS
1. Katerina Siniakova, Czechia, 9530
2. Erin Routliffe, New Zealand, 8165
3. Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, 6805

Bengals 30, 
Broncos 24 (oT)
DEnvER ............................. 3 0 7 14 0 — 24
cincinnati ....................... 0 7 3 14 6 — 30 

fiRSt quaRtER 
Denver: FG Lutz 30, 9:45.

SEconD quaRtER 
cincinnati: Higgins 2 pass from Burrow (York kick), 
1:49.

tHiRD quaRtER 
cincinnati: FG York 22, 9:07.
Denver: Sutton 6 pass from Nix (Lutz kick), 3:10.

fouRtH quaRtER 
cincinnati: Higgins 12 pass from Burrow (York kick), 
11:33.
Denver: M.Mims 51 pass from Nix (Lutz kick), 8:48.
cincinnati: Burrow 1 run (York kick), 1:29.
Denver: M.Mims 25 pass from Nix (Lutz kick), :08.

fiRSt ovERtimE 
cincinnati: Higgins 3 pass from Burrow, 1:07.

DEn cin
First Downs .......................................... 19 34
Total Net Yards ................................... 329 499
Rushes-Yards ...............................  27-123 28-115
Passing ................................................ 206 384
Punt Returns .......................................  0-0 1-4
Kickoff Returns .................................  1-27 3-98
Interceptions Ret. ...............................  0-0 1-2
Comp-Att-Int ............................... 24-31-1 39-49-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ............................  2-13 7-28
Punts ..............................................  4-41.5 1-47.0
Fumbles-Lost ......................................  2-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards ................................  7-35 3-15
Time Of Possession ......................... 26:57 41:56 

paSSinG
Denver: Nix 24-31-1-219.
cincinnati: Burrow 39-49-0-412.

RuSHinG
Denver: McLaughlin 10-69, Nix 7-31, Estime 9-24, Mims 
1-(minus 1).
cincinnati: C.Brown 20-67, Burrow 4-25, Herbert 4-23.

REcEivinG
Denver: Mims 8-103, Sutton 5-55, Vele 2-27, McLaugh-
lin 2-7, Williams 2-0, Estime 1-13, Adkins 1-7, Traut-
man 1-5, Krull 1-3, Franklin 1-(minus 1).
cincinnati: Higgins 11-131, Gesicki 10-86, Chase 9-102, 
C.Brown 4-24, Iosivas 3-59, Grandy 1-7, D.Sample 1-3.

miSSED fiElD GoalS
cincinnati: York 33.

Thunder 106, hornets 94

oKlaHoma citY ...............  28 33 29 16 — 106
cHaRlottE .......................  22 24 28 20 — 94

oKlaHoma citY: Jal.Williams 8-21 3-3 20, Wiggins 
6-10 2-2 17, Hartenstein 6-7 0-0 12, Gilgeous-Alexander 
8-15 5-6 22, Mitchell 4-8 1-1 10, Dieng 0-2 0-0 0, 
Jay.Williams 3-7 0-0 9, Jones 1-5 0-0 2, K.Williams 4-6 
1-1 9, Joe 2-7 0-1 5. totals 42-88 12-14 106. 

cHaRlottE: Bridges 5-16 8-8 19, Green 3-9 1-2 10, 
M.Williams 4-9 4-5 12, Curry 4-8 3-3 12, Micic 6-13 0-0 16, 
Diabate 0-1 0-0 0, Salaun 3-10 2-2 9, Jeffries 2-5 0-0 5, 
Richards 0-1 1-2 1, Wong 2-8 6-6 10. totals 29-80 25-28 94.

three-point Goals: Oklahoma City 10-38 (Jay.Williams 3-6, 
Wiggins 3-7, Mitchell 1-2, Gilgeous-Alexander 1-6, Joe 1-6, 
Jal.Williams 1-7, Dieng 0-1, Jones 0-3), Charlotte 11-34 (Micic 
4-7, Green 3-6, Curry 1-2, Jeffries 1-4, Salaun 1-4, Bridges 1-8, 
Wong 0-3). fouled out: None. Rebounds: Oklahoma City 49 
(Hartenstein 15), Charlotte 44 (Bridges, M.Williams 10). 
assists: Oklahoma City 29 (Gilgeous-Alexander, Jal.Wil-
liams, Jay.Williams 6), Charlotte 17 (Bridges 6). total fouls: 
Oklahoma City 19, Charlotte 16. a: 19,325 (19,077)

Bruins 4, Blue Jackets 0
columBuS ..............................  0 0 0 — 0
BoSton ...................................  1 2 1 — 4 

fiRSt pERioD

Scoring: 1, Boston, Brazeau 8 (Carlo, Lohrei), 2:29. 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 2, Boston, Geekie 8, 6:29. 3, Boston, Pastrnak 13 
(Geekie, Zacha), 8:18. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 4, Boston, Koepke 6, 6:06. 

SHotS on Goal

columBuS ..............................  7 6 5 — 18
BoSton .................................  10 11 7 — 28
power-play opportunities: Columbus 0 of 3; Boston 0 of 
2. Goalies: Columbus, Tarasov 3-6-1 (28 shots-24 saves). 
Boston, Swayman 13-10-3 (18-18). a: 17,850 (17,565). 
t: 2:22. 

Jets 4, Senators 2
ottaWa ..................................  1 1 0 — 2
WinnipEG ...............................  0 2 2 — 4 

fiRSt pERioD

Scoring: 1, Ottawa, Stutzle 12 (Tkachuk, Batherson), 
10:40 (pp). 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 2, Ottawa, Greig 4 (Chabot, Giroux), 4:03 (pp). 3, 
Winnipeg, Connor 22 (Morrissey, Scheifele), 12:46. 4, 
Winnipeg, Scheifele 22 (Ehlers, Miller), 15:01. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 5, Winnipeg, Vilardi 15 (Ehlers, Connor), 9:47 
(pp). 6, Winnipeg, Ehlers 11 (Stanley), 11:19. 

SHotS on Goal

ottaWa ..................................  9 9 16 — 34
WinnipEG ...............................  9 6 8 — 23
power-play opportunities: Ottawa 2 of 4; Winnipeg 1 of 
3. Goalies: Ottawa, Sogaard 1-1-0 (23 shots-19 saves). 
Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 23-5-1 (34-34). a: 14,734 
(15,321). t: 2:21. 

capitals 5, Maple Leafs 2
WaSHinGton .........................  2 1 2 — 5
toRonto ................................  1 1 0 — 2 

fiRSt pERioD

Scoring: 1, Toronto, Tavares 18 (Pacioretty, Benoit), 
3:14. 2, Washington, Mangiapane 8 (Lapierre), 4:46. 3, 
Washington, Chychrun 10 (van Riemsdyk, Raddysh), 
8:54. 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 4, Toronto, McMann 10 (Domi, Marner), 8:10. 5, 
Washington, Dowd 9 (Sandin, Mangiapane), 9:53. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 6, Washington, Wilson 14 (Strome, Chychrun), 
12:36 (pp). 7, Washington, Ovechkin 16 (Protas, 
Dubois), 16:37. 

SHotS on Goal

WaSHinGton .......................  15 8 9 — 32
toRonto ..............................  14 13 10 — 37
power-play opportunities: Washington 1 of 1; Toronto 0 
of 2. Goalies: Washington, Thompson 14-2-2 (37 shots-
35 saves). Toronto, Murray 1-1-0 (32-27). a: 19,125 
(18,819). t: 2:23. 

Knicks 136, Wizards 132 (oT)
new York .......................  32 28 30 29 17 —136
Washington ...................  33 27 38 21 13 —132

nEW YoRK min fG ft o-t a pf ptS

Anunoby 42:05 4-12 0-0 1-4 0 1 9
Hart 38:36 5-10 3-3 3-11 7 1 13
Towns 43:37 13-19 2-3 3-14 3 3 30
Bridges 46:39 8-14 2-2 1-3 3 5 21
Brunson 44:00 18-31 16-17 0-3 9 1 55
McBride 19:06 1-5 0-0 0-0 1 2 3
Achiuwa 19:00 1-3 1-1 2-7 2 1 3
Shamet 6:21 0-1 0-0 0-0 1 0 0
Payne 5:36 1-2 0-0 0-1 0 0 2

totalS 265 51-97 24-26 10-43 26 14 136 
percentages: FG .526, FT .923. 3-point Goals: 10-40, .250 
(Bridges 3-9, Brunson 3-11, Towns 2-5, McBride 1-4, 
Anunoby 1-5, Achiuwa 0-1, Payne 0-1, Shamet 0-1, Hart 
0-3). team Rebounds: 6. team turnovers: None. Blocked 
Shots: 3 (Towns 2, McBride). turnovers: 15 (Bridges 3, 
Brunson 3, Towns 3, Achiuwa 2, Hart 2, Anunoby, Payne). 
Steals: 7 (Bridges 3, Anunoby, Hart, Payne, Shamet).

WaSHinGton min fG ft o-t a pf ptS

Champagnie 44:41 13-15 0-0 4-10 1 4 31
Coulibaly 36:47 8-17 0-1 1-6 6 5 18
Sarr 31:48 3-10 4-4 2-6 5 4 12
Brogdon 30:10 6-15 7-8 1-3 7 2 22
Carrington 43:20 8-13 0-0 0-5 5 2 17
George 34:10 5-11 0-0 1-3 3 3 13
Kispert 22:50 4-9 2-2 1-3 2 0 11
Valanciunas 21:14 4-9 0-0 1-8 3 2 8

totalS 265 51-99 13-15 11-44 32 22 132 
percentages: FG .515, FT .867. 3-point Goals: 17-38, .447 
(Champagnie 5-6, Brogdon 3-7, George 3-7, Coulibaly 
2-4, Sarr 2-4, Carrington 1-4, Kispert 1-6). team 
Rebounds: 5. team turnovers: 2. Blocked Shots: 4 
(Coulibaly, George, Sarr, Valanciunas). turnovers: 15 
(Brogdon 5, Champagnie 3, Coulibaly 2, Sarr 2, Car-
rington, Kispert, Valanciunas). Steals: 7 (Champagnie 2, 
Coulibaly 2, Brogdon, Kispert, Valanciunas).
a: 20,385 (20,356). t: 2:28. 

Lightning 6, Rangers 2
n.Y. RanGERS .........................  1 0 1 — 2
tampa BaY ............................  2 3 1 — 6 

fiRSt pERioD

Scoring: 1, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 16 (Point, Guentzel), 
2:27 (pp). 2, N.Y. Rangers, Panarin 16 (Trocheck, Fox), 
9:23. 3, Tampa Bay, McDonagh 1 (Cirelli), 18:11 (sh). 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 4, Tampa Bay, Point 23 (Kucherov), 3:35. 5, 
Tampa Bay, Cirelli 14 (Hagel), 5:02 (sh). 6, Tampa Bay, 
Point 24 (Kucherov, Hedman), 8:08 (pp). 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 7, N.Y. Rangers, Trocheck 10 (Lindgren), 0:13 
(sh). 8, Tampa Bay, Paul 9, 14:12. 

SHotS on Goal

n.Y. RanGERS .......................  17 8 19 — 44
tampa BaY ............................  6 12 7 — 25
power-play opportunities: N.Y. Rangers 0 of 4; Tampa 
Bay 2 of 5. Goalies: N.Y. Rangers, Quick 5-4-0 (12 
shots-11 saves), N.Y. Rangers, Shesterkin 11-14-1 
(13-8). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 16-10-1 (44-42). a: 
19,092 (19,092). t: 2:41. 

hurricanes 5, Devils 2
nEW JERSEY ...........................  0 1 1 — 2
caRolina ...............................  0 1 4 — 5 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 1, New Jersey, Cotter 8, 2:56. 2, Carolina, Orlov 4 
(Jarvis, Walker), 19:30. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 3, New Jersey, Palat 8 (Hamilton, Bratt), 1:05. 
4, Carolina, Aho 12 (Roslovic), 1:56. 5, Carolina, Blake 8 
(Kotkaniemi, Burns), 10:43 (pp). 6, Carolina, Roslovic 15 
(Jarvis, Walker), 12:06. 7, Carolina, Roslovic 16 (Aho, 
Jarvis), 16:38 (en). 

SHotS on Goal

nEW JERSEY .........................  10 7 6 — 23
caRolina .............................  16 12 13 — 41
power-play opportunities: New Jersey 0 of 2; Carolina 3 
of 4. Goalies: New Jersey, Allen 5-5-1 (40 shots-36 
saves). Carolina, Tokarski 1-1-0 (23-21). a: 0 (18,680). t: 
2:37. 

 islanders 6, Penguins 3
pittSBuRGH ...........................  1 2 0 — 3
n.Y. iSlanDERS ......................  1 3 2 — 6 

fiRSt pERioD

Scoring: 1, N.Y. Islanders, Pageau 8 (Barzal), 14:47. 2, 
Pittsburgh, Bunting 10 (Rakell), 16:03 (pp). 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 3, N.Y. Islanders, Duclair 3 (Nelson, Palmieri), 
5:39. 4, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 14 (Romanov, Barzal), 8:36. 5, 
N.Y. Islanders, Cizikas 2 (Romanov, Horvat), 9:39. 6, 
Pittsburgh, Acciari 4 (Nieto, Karlsson), 13:49. 7, Pitts-
burgh, Rakell 17 (Malkin, Grzelcyk), 19:56. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 8, N.Y. Islanders, Cizikas 3 (Holmstrom), 14:43. 
9, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 15, 19:38. 

SHotS on Goal

pittSBuRGH ...........................  9 12 4 — 25
n.Y. iSlanDERS ....................  11 16 8 — 35
power-play opportunities: Pittsburgh 1 of 4; N.Y. Island-
ers 0 of 2. Goalies: Pittsburgh, Jarry 8-6-2 (35 shots-29 
saves). N.Y. Islanders, Sorokin 11-11-4 (25-22). a: 
17,255 (17,113). t: 2:33. 

Georgetown 78, 

Maryland Eastern Shore 68

mD. EaStERn SHoRE .......  14 15 26 13 — 68
GEoRGEtoWn ...................  14 21 28 15 — 78

maryland Eastern Shore (4-10) 
Barnes 5-10 0-1 10, Turner 0-0 0-0 0, Lester 1-5 2-2 5, 
Haynes 5-19 3-4 13, Lynch 3-8 2-4 8, Allen 3-6 1-3 7, 
Skanes 7-13 0-1 14, James 1-1 0-0 3, Kennedy 0-3 0-0 0, 
Morgan 2-2 2-2 8, totals 27-67 10-17 68 
Georgetown (7-5) 
Jenkins 2-3 2-2 6, Hession 2-5 4-6 9, Ransom 8-13 9-13 
29, Rivera 5-11 1-1 13, Wilson 1-5 7-7 9, Araujo-Dagba 
1-1 0-0 3, Myricks 0-1 0-0 0, Ajobiewe 0-0 0-0 0, 
McConnell 2-4 0-0 6, Ryan 1-3 0-0 3, totals 22-46 23-29 
78
three-point goals: Maryland Eastern Shore 4-13 (Lester 
1-2, Haynes 0-3, Lynch 0-1, Skanes 0-2, James 1-1, 
Kennedy 0-2, Morgan 2-2), Georgetown 11-30 (Hession 
1-4, Ransom 4-6, Rivera 2-8, Wilson 0-4, Araujo-Dagba 
1-1, McConnell 2-4, Ryan 1-3). assists: Maryland East-
ern Shore 11 (Haynes 3), Georgetown 18 (Ransom 7). 
fouled out: Georgetown Jenkins. Rebounds: Maryland 
Eastern Shore 37 (Allen 9), Georgetown 33 (Jenkins 7). 
total fouls: Maryland Eastern Shore 24, Georgetown 20. 
Technical Fouls_None. a: 507. 

Warriors 109, Suns 105

pHoEniX ............................  27 38 22 18 — 105
GolDEn StatE ..................  34 27 21 27 — 109

pHoEniX: Dunn 6-12 2-2 15, Durant 10-24 10-12 31, 
Plumlee 0-0 2-2 2, Beal 12-24 0-0 28, Jones 3-11 0-0 8, 
Ighodaro 1-4 0-0 2, O’Neale 0-3 0-0 0, Morris 3-6 2-2 8, 
Okogie 4-8 2-4 11. totals 39-92 18-22 105. 

GolDEn StatE: Green 6-9 1-1 16, Wiggins 3-12 0-0 7, 
Jackson-Davis 6-11 4-4 16, Curry 9-22 0-0 22, Schroder 
4-13 2-2 11, Kuminga 12-20 8-12 34, Hield 0-7 0-0 0, 
Podziemski 0-1 0-0 0, Waters III 1-3 0-0 3. totals 41-98 
15-19 109.

three-point Goals: Phoenix 9-35 (Beal 4-11, Jones 2-6, 
Okogie 1-2, Durant 1-5, Dunn 1-6, Morris 0-2, O’Neale 
0-3), Golden State 12-45 (Curry 4-13, Green 3-5, 
Kuminga 2-5, Waters III 1-2, Wiggins 1-6, Schroder 1-7, 
Hield 0-7). fouled out: None. Rebounds: Phoenix 46 
(Okogie, Plumlee 9), Golden State 49 (Jackson-Davis 
10). assists: Phoenix 21 (Jones, Plumlee 6), Golden 
State 26 (Green 7). total fouls: Phoenix 13, Golden 
State 17. a: 18,064 (18,064)

SatuRDaY’S RESultS

BoYS’ BaSKEtBall
D.c.
Southern California Academy 76, Jackson-Reed 72

maRYlanD
Annapolis 57, Chopticon 51
Broadneck 61, Cape Henlopen (Del.) 57
Quince Orchard 47, Blair 38

pRivatE
DeMatha 47, Westtown (Pa.) 22
New Hope 76, Dulaney (Md.) 52
O’Connell 77, Ridge View (S.C.) 43
Riverdale Baptist 69, Malvern Prep (Pa.) 63
St. Joseph by the Sea (N.Y.) 62, St. Mary’s (Annapolis) 56

viRGinia
Edison 69, Colonial Forge 49
Friendly (Md.) 42, Falls Church 35
Heritage 65, Atlee 63 (2OT)
Herndon 60, Brunswick (Md.) 45
Riverside 55, Briar Woods 40
Robinson 74, Mount Vernon 63
Tuscarora 78, Paint Branch (Md.) 65
Westfield 74, Centreville 58

GiRlS’ BaSKEtBall
maRYlanD
Chesapeake 61, Guilford Park 46
Queen Anne’s County 40, Bethesda-Chevy Chase 39 (OT)

pRivatE
Georgetown Visitation 56, Smithsburg (Md.) 41
Severn 43, South Carroll (Md.) 30

viRGinia
Briar Woods 35, Battlefield 20
Jefferson 54, South Lakes 42
Mount Vernon 45, Justice 33
Stone Bridge 36, Seton 32
Washington-Liberty 59, Lightridge 35
West Potomac 69, Flint Hill 51

hiGh SchooLS

PRo BASKETBALL

Bulls 116, Bucks 111

milWauKEE ......................  25 35 24 27 — 111
cHicaGo ............................  33 29 21 33 — 116

milWauKEE: Middleton 8-15 1-1 21, Portis 5-17 2-2 14, 
Lopez 9-22 1-1 22, Jackson Jr. 0-3 0-0 0, Lillard 8-19 
10-10 29, Prince 3-8 0-0 6, Green 2-4 0-0 5, Rollins 3-6 0-0 
7, Trent Jr. 3-8 0-0 7. totals 41-102 14-14 111. 

cHicaGo: LaVine 5-12 4-6 15, Williams 4-8 0-0 9, 
Vucevic 10-24 0-0 23, Giddey 9-15 3-4 23, White 9-16 3-3 
22, Buzelis 1-2 0-0 2, Craig 2-8 0-0 6, Phillips 0-1 0-0 0, 
Terry 1-2 0-2 2, Ball 3-5 0-0 9, Carter 1-2 2-2 5, 
Horton-Tucker 0-0 0-0 0. totals 45-95 12-17 116.

three-point Goals: Milwaukee 15-45 (Middleton 4-6, 
Lillard 3-9, Lopez 3-11, Portis 2-7, Rollins 1-1, Green 1-3, 
Trent Jr. 1-4, Jackson Jr. 0-1, Prince 0-3), Chicago 14-36 
(Ball 3-4, Vucevic 3-7, Giddey 2-6, Craig 2-7, Williams 
1-1, Carter 1-2, LaVine 1-4, White 1-5). fouled out: 
None. Rebounds: Milwaukee 43 (Portis 9), Chicago 52 
(Giddey 15). assists: Milwaukee 27 (Lillard 12), Chicago 
33 (Giddey 10). total fouls: Milwaukee 16, Chicago 16. a: 
21,511 (20,917)

nBA

EaStERn confEREncE 

atlantic W l pct GB
Boston ........................................23 8 .742 —
New York....................................22 10 .688 11/2

x-Philadelphia ............................11 17 .393 101/2

Brooklyn .....................................12 19 .387 11
Toronto.........................................7 24 .226 16 

SoutHEaSt W l pct GB
Orlando.......................................19 14 .576 —
Atlanta .......................................17 15 .531 11/2

Miami .........................................15 14 .517 2
Charlotte ......................................7 24 .226 11
Washington..................................5 24 .172 12 

cEntRal W l pct GB
Cleveland....................................27 4 .871 —
Milwaukee..................................16 14 .533 101/2

Indiana........................................15 17 .469 121/2

x-Detroit.....................................14 17 .452 13
Chicago .......................................14 18 .438 131/2

WEStERn confEREncE 

SoutHWESt W l pct GB
Memphis.....................................22 10 .688 —
Houston......................................21 10 .677 1/2

x-Dallas ......................................20 11 .645 11/2

San Antonio................................16 15 .516 51/2

New Orleans.................................5 27 .156 17 

noRtHWESt W l pct GB
Oklahoma City............................25 5 .833 —
x-Denver.....................................16 13 .552 81/2

Minnesota ..................................16 14 .533 9
x-Portland ..................................10 20 .333 15
x-Utah...........................................7 22 .241 171/2

pacific W l pct GB
L.A. Clippers ...............................18 13 .581 —
x-L.A. Lakers ..............................17 13 .567 1/2

Golden State ..............................16 15 .516 2
Phoenix.......................................15 16 .484 3
x-Sacramento.............................13 18 .419 5 

x-Late game

fRiDaY’S RESultS
New York 108, at Orlando 85
at Boston 142, Indiana 105
San Antonio 96, at Brooklyn 87
Minnesota 113, at Houston 112
Memphis 132, at New Orleans 124
Cleveland 149, at Denver 135
Dallas 98, at Phoenix 89
at L.A. Clippers 102, Golden State 92

SatuRDaY’S RESultS
New York 136 at Washington 132 (OT)
at Atlanta 120, Miami 110
Oklahoma City 106, at Charlotte 94
at Chicago 116, Milwaukee 111
at Golden State 109, Phoenix 105
Detroit at Denver, late
Philadelphia at Utah, late
Dallas at Portland, late
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, late

SunDaY’S GamES
Brooklyn at Orlando, 3:30
Atlanta at Toronto, 6
Indiana at Boston, 6
Memphis at Oklahoma City, 7
Miami at Houston, 7
San Antonio at Minnesota, 8

monDaY’S GamES
New York at Washington, 7
Chicago at Charlotte, 7
L.A. Clippers at New Orleans, 8
Denver at Utah, 9
Cleveland at Golden State, 10
Dallas at Sacramento, 10
Philadelphia at Portland, 10

tuESDaY’S GamES
Milwaukee at Indiana, 3
Toronto at Boston, 3
L.A. Clippers at San Antonio, 7
Minnesota at Oklahoma City, 8
Cleveland at L.A. Lakers, 9
Memphis at Phoenix, 9

WEDnESDaY’S GamES
Chicago at Washington, 7
Orlanda at Detroit, 7
New Orleans at Miami, 7
Utah at New York, 7:30
Brooklyn at Toronto, 7:30
Dallas at Houston, 8
Atlanta at Denver, 9
Philadelphia at Sacramento, 10

hocKEy

Kraken 5, canucks 4 (oT)
SEattlE ............................ 0 1 3 1 — 5
vancouvER ..................... 1 2 1 0 — 4 

fiRSt pERioD

Scoring: 1, Vancouver, Boeser 12 (DeBrusk, Miller), 
16:03 (pp). 

SEconD pERioD

Scoring: 2, Seattle, Beniers 5 (Oleksiak), 1:18. 3, 
Vancouver, Garland 9 (Blueger, Soucy), 8:36. 4, Vancou-
ver, Boeser 13 (Heinen, Soucy), 15:14. 

tHiRD pERioD

Scoring: 5, Vancouver, DeBrusk 16 (Forbort, Miller), 
3:09. 6, Seattle, Schwartz 10 (Sprong, Dunn), 15:15. 7, 
Seattle, Dunn 6, 18:48. 8, Seattle, Schwartz 11 (Bjork-
strand), 19:10. 

ovERtimE

Scoring: 9, Seattle, Dunn 7, 2:15. 

SHotS on Goal

SEattlE ............................ 6 9 12 2 — 29
vancouvER ..................... 6 9 5 1 — 21
power-play opportunities: Seattle 0 of 3; Vancouver 1 of 2. 
Goalies: Seattle, Grubauer 4-10-0 (21 shots-17 saves). 
Vancouver, Demko 2-1-3 (29-24). a: 18,905 (18,910). t: 2:28. 

nhL

atlantic Gp W l ot pts Gf Ga
Toronto ....................... 37 22 13 2 46 115 105
Florida......................... 37 22 13 2 46 126 116
Boston ........................ 38 20 14 4 44 101 115
Tampa Bay.................. 33 20 11 2 42 132 92
Ottawa........................ 35 18 15 2 38 107 102
Montreal ..................... 35 15 17 3 33 105 123
Detroit ........................ 35 13 18 4 30 90 116
Buffalo........................ 36 13 19 4 30 110 122 

mEtRopolitan Gp W l ot pts Gf Ga
New Jersey ................. 39 24 12 3 51 130 98
Washington................ 35 24 9 2 50 130 91
Carolina....................... 36 22 13 1 45 125 102
Pittsburgh .................. 36 16 15 5 37 112 133
Philadelphia................ 36 16 16 4 36 111 131
Columbus.................... 37 15 16 6 36 123 133
N.Y. Rangers............... 35 16 18 1 33 98 108
N.Y. Islanders ............. 35 13 15 7 33 93 113 

cEntRal Gp W l ot pts Gf Ga
Winnipeg .................... 37 26 10 1 53 137 91
Minnesota .................. 36 22 10 4 48 107 98
Colorado...................... 37 22 15 0 44 125 121
Dallas.......................... 34 20 13 1 41 107 88
Utah ............................ 35 16 13 6 38 103 103
St. Louis...................... 37 17 16 4 38 98 111
Nashville..................... 36 11 18 7 29 88 114
Chicago ....................... 36 12 22 2 26 93 118 

pacific Gp W l ot pts Gf Ga
Vegas.......................... 35 24 8 3 51 126 99
Los Angeles ................ 35 20 10 5 45 108 91
Edmonton ................... 35 21 11 3 45 114 99
Vancouver................... 35 17 10 8 42 111 112
x-Calgary .................... 34 16 11 7 39 95 106
Seattle ........................ 37 16 19 2 34 106 117
Anaheim ..................... 34 13 17 4 30 83 106
x-San Jose .................. 38 11 21 6 28 104 139 

x-Late game

fRiDaY’S RESultS
Toronto 5, at Detroit 2
at Buffalo 6, Chicago 2
at New Jersey 4, Carolina 2
at Columbus 6, Boston 2
Minnesota 3, at Dallas 2 (OT)
at St. Louis 7, Nashville 4
Colorado 4, at Utah 1
Vegas 6, at San Jose 3

SatuRDaY’S RESultS
Washington 5, at Toronto 2
Montreal 4, at Florida 0
Seattle 5, at Vancouver 4 (OT)
Philadelphia 3, at Anaheim 1
at Los Angeles 4, Edmonton 3 (OT)
at Boston 4, Columbus 0
at Winnipeg 4, Ottawa 2
at Carolina 5, New Jersey 2
at Tampa Bay 6, N.Y. Rangers 2
at N.Y. Islanders 6, Pittsburgh 3
Calgary at San Jose, late

SunDaY’S GamES
Washington at Detroit, 5
Buffalo at St. Louis, 3
Edmonton at Anaheim, 4
Montreal at Tampa Bay, 5
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh, 5:30
Calgary at Vegas, 8
Ottawa at Minnesota, 8
Dallas at Chicago, 8:30
Philadelphia at Los Angeles, 9

monDaY’S GamES
N.Y. Rangers at Florida, 7
Nashville at Winnipeg, 7:30
Utah at Seattle, 8

tuESDaY’S GamES
Boston at Washington, 12:30
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto, 1
Montreal at Vegas, 3
St. Louis vs. Chicago at Wrigley Field, 5
Buffalo at Dallas, 8
Carolina at Columbus, 8
Nashville at Minnesota, 8
New Jersey at Anaheim, 8
Philadelphia at San Jose, 8
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 8
Winnipeg at Colorado, 8
Utah at Edmonton, 9
Vancouver at Calgary, 9

Rams 13, cardinals 9
aRizona .................................  0 0 6 3 —9
l.a. RamS ................................  0 10 0 3 —13 

SEconD quaRtER 
la Rams: K.Williams 1 run (Karty kick), 3:23.
la Rams: FG Karty 53, :27.

tHiRD quaRtER 
arizona: McBride 1 pass from Murray (kick blocked), 
8:31.

fouRtH quaRtER 
arizona: FG Ryland 28, 14:00.
la Rams: FG Karty 25, 6:33.

aRi laR
First Downs .......................................... 24 12
Total Net Yards ................................... 396 257
Rushes-Yards ...............................  22-113 22-68
Passing ................................................ 283 189
Punt Returns .....................................  2-15 1-6
Kickoff Returns .................................  1-28 1-33
Interceptions Ret. ...............................  0-0 2-11
Comp-Att-Int ............................... 33-48-2 17-32-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ............................  4-38 0-0
Punts ..............................................  4-41.0 6-49.833
Fumbles-Lost ......................................  0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards ................................  9-62 7-46
Time Of Possession ......................... 36:55 23:05 

paSSinG
arizona: Murray 33-48-2-321.
l.a. Rams: Stafford 17-32-0-189.

RuSHinG
arizona: Carter 13-70, Murray 4-32, Mi.Wilson 1-7, 
Conner 4-4.
l.a. Rams: K.Williams 13-56, Stafford 6-16, Corum 
3-(minus 4).

REcEivinG
arizona: McBride 12-123, Harrison 6-96, Mi.Wilson 
4-22, Dortch 3-18, Higgins 2-23, Carter 2-11, Conner 
2-4, Z.Jones 1-19, Dallas 1-5.
l.a. Rams: Nacua 10-129, K.Williams 3-16, Higbee 2-9, 
Kupp 1-29, Whittington 1-6.
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nice feed from defenseman ras-
mus Sandin to fire home the 
go-ahead goal into a wide-open 
net.

“The difference in the game 
for me, how we’re able to get two 
points of out it, is Nic Dowd’s line 
and [Lapierre’s] line,” Carbery 
said. “… Those two lines were 
difference-makers for us.”

The Capitals got their first 
power play with 8:43 remaining. 
When ovechkin was sidelined, 
Washington put John Carlson 
and Chychrun on the top power 
play, a relative rarity in the NHL 
— most teams use four forwards 
and one defenseman. With 
ovechkin back, the Capitals 
elected to keep Carlson and Chy-
chrun together, and the decision 
paid immediate dividends. 
Winger Tom Wilson tipped in a 
point shot from Chychrun at 
12:36 to extend Washington’s 
lead.

“These games are always 
tough coming off the break, but I 
thought our battle was really 
good,” Wilson said. “... That’s 
been our foundation — just play-
ing hard, playing together, giving 

goes in. Today, it just hit me.”
Thompson stopped Nylander 

on a breakaway a few minutes 
later, preserving the Capitals’ 
20-minute lead.

The maple Leafs tied the 
score just over eight minutes 
into the second period when 
Bobby mcmann tucked home 
his own rebound after a two-on-
one with max Domi. Defense-
man martin fehervary was the 
lone defender back when the 
puck was turned over at Wash-
ington’s blue line, and ovechkin, 
late in his longest shift of the 
game, dived to try to interrupt 
the pass. It seemed to work 
when Thompson made the first 
save, but mcmann was in the 
crease to jam in the rebound.

But the Capitals again had a 
quick response. midway through 
the period, the fourth line turned 
in another extended shift in the 
offensive zone with relentless 
pressure and good stick work 
that kept Toronto from being 
able to clear the puck. After a 
quick regroup on an attempted 
clear, center Nic Dowd found 
space along the goal line off a 

deflection off John Tavares at the 
front of the net — was the first 
goal, giving Toronto the lead 3:14 
in.

But the Capitals responded 
with a goal from winger Andrew 
mangiapane, a Toronto-area na-
tive, just 1:32 later. His wrist 
shot, set up by center Hendrix 
Lapierre, had just enough pace 
to leak through murray and cross 
the goal line.

With its own rust shaken off, 
Washington found its game. De-
fenseman Jakob Chychrun 
scored his 10th goal — setting a 
franchise record as the quickest 
defenseman to score 10 goals 
with the team — at 8:54 after an 
extended offensive-zone shift by 
the fourth line stressed the ma-
ple Leafs defensively. Chychrun 
blasted home a one-timer from 
the right circle off a feed from his 
defense partner, Trevor van 

 believed simply having ovechkin 
in the lineup would boost the 
Capitals offensively, regardless of 
his individual production. That 
prediction quickly came true.

“I did [feel a lift], definitely, on 
the bench,” Carbery said. “Now it 
settles in to you’re just playing 
hockey. It was just an odd game. 
It was just really odd in a lot of 
the things we were doing with-
out the puck. But I did notice — 
you can feel it on the bench, no 
question.”

The maple Leafs won friday in 
Detroit in their first game back 
from the holiday break. In the 
opening minutes Saturday, it ap-
peared Toronto had the upper 
hand after knocking off its rust a 
night earlier. five of the first six 
shots on goal were by the maple 
Leafs, and one of them — a 

CApitAlS from d1

With Ovechkin scoring 
in return, Caps top Leafs

BY GLYNN A. HILL

former American League mVP 
mo Vaughn scoots forward in his 
chair, positioning himself so the 
laptop camera captures his face 
and the body of a student named 
Chase, who stands nearby clutch-
ing an aluminum bat at Vaughn’s 
sports academy in Boca raton, 
florida.

over the next 20 minutes, 
Vaughn cycles his attention from 
the camera to Chase, pointing to 
his feet, knees and the angle at 
which he swings his bat. “most 
important when you’re hitting, 
you need to have balance,” 
Vaughn says. on the other end of 
the Zoom call, more than 
6,000 miles away, around three 
dozen kids and teenagers gath-
ered in a hotel conference room in 
Yaoundé, Cameroon, watch, ab-
sorbing the lesson and formulat-
ing follow-up questions.

Cameroon has produced stand-
out athletes in the NBA, mixed 
martial arts, soccer and even the 
NfL. No one from the central 
African nation has ever played 
major League Baseball.

The young participants gath-
ered in Yaoundé that early De-
cember day are part of an effort to 
change that. They belong to Har-
mony Baseball Academy, which 
was founded in 2019 by Arsel 
Giowou.

Giowou was exposed to base-
ball through the country’s Nation-
al Institute of Youth and Sports 
when he was 8. He had never seen 
bats, gloves and baseballs before, 
and he wanted to learn more. 
Three years later, he was invited 
to fukui, Japan, to participate in a 
camp organized by the World 
Children’s Baseball fair. The non-
profit organization was estab-
lished in 1992 by Japanese base-
ball legend Sadaharu oh and Hall 
of famer Hank Aaron with the 
aim of growing baseball around 
the world. The experience was 
transformative for Giowou, who 
hailed from a country lacking 
dedicated baseball fields.

“It was really an incredible and 
unforgettable experience because 
it was in Japan and it was my first 
time to have my own equipment, 
to see a professional baseball sta-
dium, train on a baseball field, see 
professional players and coaches, 
be trained by professional coach-

es and see kids like me from 
different parts of the world share 
the same passion for the game as 
me,” Giowou said. “I would say 
that the true love for baseball was 
born when I was in Japan.”

Giowou continued to practice 
when he returned, largely at the 
institute. But he returned to a 
country where baseball paled in 
comparison to more popular 
sports, partly evidenced by the 
lack of facilities and youth 
leagues. Baseball broadcasts and 
equipment are scarce, too.

At 17, Giowou decided to do 
something about it. He was still in 
high school when he started Har-
mony Baseball Academy, aiming 
to teach the sport to girls and boys 
in the Cameroonian capital.

The organization started with 
10 participants and has grown to 
50, with ages spanning 8 through 

17. few of them knew anything 
about baseball before joining, and 
the ones who did were exposed 
through American movies. Every-
one else signed up out of curiosity, 
Giowou said.

The students train on Satur-
days and Sundays. Giowou, whose 
staff consists of four coaches, split 
them into six teams that compete 
against one another for a champi-
onship. They practice behind the 
goals of a local soccer field, and 
when they play games, Giowou 
rents and retrofits an entire field.

Now 22, Giowou runs the pro-
gram free of charge to make it 
accessible to all who want to learn 
baseball. It subsists on donations 
and fundraisers. When in need, 
he improvises. Lacking tees to 
practice hitting, Giowou made his 
own using an overturned bucket 
with a bottle filled with sand 

on top.
Giowou in 2020 reached out to 

an American organization, An-
gels at Bat, which led to a large 
donation of bats, balls, helmets 
and uniforms this year. In 2022, 
Los Angeles Dodgers players visit-
ed Cameroon to give pointers to 
his young players. He also re-
ceived a shout-out from the late 
Billy Bean, the former major 
league outfielder who later served 
as mLB’s first diversity chief.

from day-to-day, Giowou 
wants to grow the sport and cre-
ate opportunities. In the long 
term, he has loftier goals. He 
hopes to build a stadium in 
Yaoundé that includes a field with 
major league dimensions. It 
would serve as a place for Harmo-
ny to practice and play, and Gio-
wou envisions it hosting interna-
tional competitions. It also would 

allow Cameroonians to watch live 
baseball.

“The very first baseball field in 
Cameroon,” he said. “This sta-
dium would mean a lot to the 
community because we will no 
longer rent a space to be able to 
play.”

While the percentage of Afri-
can American players in mLB has 
dwindled from 20 percent to less 
than 8 percent, hardly any have 
come from the African continent.

In geographic terms, Al Cabre-
ra in 1913 became the first, though 
he was born in the Canary Islands, 
an archipelago off the coast of 
Northwest Africa controlled by 
Spain. more than a century later, 
South African infielder Gift 
Ngoepe became the first Africa-
born player to reach the majors in 
2017. A compatriot, Tayler Scott, 
pitches for the Houston Astros.

Giowou hopes to add a Camer-
oonian name to that list. That’s 
why he appreciates opportunities 
such as the one on that December 
day, which resulted from a mutual 
connection between Giowou and 
rick Thurman, a longtime mLB 
agent who now leads Perfect 
Game, the youth baseball organi-
zation known for its amateur 
showcases.

Perfect Game had expanded its 
international footprint since 
Thurman became chairman and 
president in 2022. It holds tour-
naments throughout the Ameri-
cas but had no plans in Africa. 
After Giowou hit Thurman’s ra-
dar, the latter wanted to contrib-
ute, so Perfect Game organized a 
virtual training session with for-
mer major leaguers Tom Gordon, 
ryan Klesko and Vaughn.

It donated bats, balls and ap-
parel, and it rented out the Hilton 
Yaoundé conference room where 
the trio appeared on a large pro-
jector screen to teach and speak 
with Giowou’s students over 
Zoom. Vaughn showed them how 
to attack the ball at the plate and 
hit with more backspin, Gordon 
offered drills to improve arm 
strength, and Klesko addressed 
proper nutrition.

“I think it’s one of those things 
where we do it because we can,” 
Thurman said of his organiza-
tion’s involvement with Harmony. 
“We want to grow the game, and 
we want to be charitable in a lot of 
different respects, and when you 
see somebody like Arsel who is so 
passionate about growing the 
game, you see kids over there just 
hungry to learn and to be better … 
their passion is over the top.”

Throughout the session, stu-
dents asked how they should posi-
tion their feet at the plate, how 
tall to set a tee during practice 
and how much protein they 
should incorporate into their di-
ets. Giowou hopes the session 
helps students improve, but he 
understands growth is gradual. 
Given his own ambitions, he’s 
willing to make the time.

“I plan to pursue this dream for 
the rest of my life,” he said. “my 
dream is to be able to make base-
ball my profession. If many peo-
ple manage to make their passion 
into their profession, why not us, 
too? We here in Africa also want to 
do it — work for what we love.”

At a Cameroon baseball academy, young athletes find Harmony — and passion

HARMONy BASeBALL ACADeMy

Arsel Giowou founded Harmony Baseball Academy in Cameroon in 2019. His young players practice and compete on  makeshift fields.

with 19 points in the third quar-
ter, but Washington’s offense 
found collective efficiency. four 
players scored at least six points 
for the Wizards, who shot 
71.4 percent in the quarter, which 
they ended up by eight.

Sunk by Brunson, they 
wouldn’t hold on. But the Wiz-
ards believe these experiences — 
slim margins, dwindling clocks 
and boisterous crowds — will 
help their young players. Wash-
ington’s four most recent first-
round draft picks played at least 
32 minutes.

“We’re just trying to get to the 
stuff that we work on late in the 
games. Don’t try anything new — 
that’s not the moment for that,” 
Coulibaly said. “We’re just trying 
to grow up as players.”

ourselves a chance to win.”
In the final minutes, ovechkin 

was banging on the boards after 
murray was pulled, leaving Car-
bery little doubt about what his 
captain wanted — and what he 
was going to do once he stepped 
on the ice.

“Was he? I didn’t notice,” the 
coach quipped. “… Scoring on 
the empty net, a lot of coaches 
put their best offensive players in 
those situations because they 
can anticipate where the puck is 
going. That’s a prime example 
right there.”

CAPITAlS’ NExT THREE

at Detroit Red Wings

Sunday 5 Monumental

vs. Boston Bruins

Tuesday 12:30 Monumental 

vs. Minnesota Wild

Thursday 7 Monumental

Radio: WJFK (106.7 FM),

WFED (1500 AM)

 riemsdyk.
Late in the period, Thompson 

robbed William Nylander with 
his glove to keep Washington in 
front. 

The robbery was so dramatic 
— he dived back across the crease 
to deny Nylander from hitting an 
empty net — that maple Leafs 
fans celebrated and the “Hockey 
Night in Canada” broadcast on 
Sportsnet triggered its “Leafs 
goal” animation before everyone 
realized the puck was in Thomp-
son’s glove.

“He was all alone, and he 
made a first tip on the shot, then 
credit to him to pull it because I 
was down and out,” Thompson 
said. “A lot of times, that puck 

Chasing Gretzky

Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin

 is nearing Wayne gretzky’s 

NHL goals record of 894.
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missed a tough layup.
“It’s been a long time,” Couliba-

ly said when asked about the last 
time a coach gave him the ball for 
a late, pivotal offensive posses-
sion. “… I’ll make a better play 
next time.”

Champagnie, who shot 13 for 
15, added a career-high five three-
pointers on just six attempts. 
Washington, which was coming 
off a rare win Thursday when it 
shot poorly from three, made 
44.7 percent of its shots from long 
range. And the Wizards shot 
56 percent from the field in the 
first quarter, when they led by as 
many as nine points.

Brunson erased that early 
cushion. He scored or assisted on 
14 of New York’s final 16 points in 
the quarter, a stretch that helped 
the visitors cut their deficit to 
one.

Towns gave the Knicks the lead 
with an offensive rebound and a 
layup to start the second quarter. 
That started a dominant stretch 
for the center, who scored 
12 points and grabbed six re-
bounds in the period. Towns fin-
ished with 30 points and 14 re-
bounds.

Washington kept pace, howev-
er, and the teams entered half-
time tied.

Brunson reestablished himself 

Coulibaly raced downcourt and 
made a layup through a foul. He 
couldn’t hit the free throw, but 
New York’s Josh Hart stepped out 
of bounds. Brogdon had a chance 
to tie the score with a three on the 
ensuing possession but couldn’t 
capitalize.

A steal and score by Brogdon 
brought the Wizards back within 
one, but the Knicks’ fouling kept 
the home team at bay. The Wiz-
ards couldn’t find consistent of-
fense: They shot 4 for 10 in 
overtime.

Washington led by five with 
67 seconds left in regulation after 
Carrington drilled a jumper. But 
a Brunson and-one got the visi-
tors within two.

The Wizards had multiple 
chances on the next possession: 
rookie center Alex Sarr grabbed 
a Carrington miss, and the ball 
found Coulibaly, who missed a 
decent look from three.

Brunson had no such issues, 
wriggling his way around Couli-
baly’s long arms to the hoop for a 
floater that rolled all around the 
rim before dropping in to tie the 
score at 119 with 11.8 seconds left. 
Coulibaly had a chance for the 
game-winner but couldn’t gener-
ate a good shot. The Knicks got 
one last chance with 0.8 seconds 
left, but Karl-Anthony Towns 

“He made us pay when we did.”
Keefe’s squad had several 

chances to tie it late in overtime. 
The Wizards were down five with 
under a minute remaining when 

making just 3 of 11 three-pointers.
“He made some tough shots. 

We probably had some bad execu-
tion on our coverages at times,” 
Wizards Coach Brian Keefe said. 

pushed through,” Champagnie 
said.

He added: “I’ve been waiting 
for an opportunity to show what I 
can do for a while. … When I get 
on the floor, I just let it flow.”

Even with Jordan Poole side-
lined by a left hip contusion, the 
Wizards (5-24) trailed by three 
with 10.4 seconds left in overtime 
after a pair of Brunson free 
throws. They never got a chance 
to go for the tie — the Knicks 
(22-10) fouled malcolm Brogdon. 
The former University of Virginia 
guard, another source of needed 
offense who finished with 
22 points, made both shots.

Brunson negated that with his 
own perfect trip to the line, and 
New York fouled Brogdon again 
on the ensuing possession with 
just 2.8 seconds left. Brogdon 
made the first free throw and 
intentionally missed the second 
in hopes of a rebound, but the 
Knicks secured the loose ball and 
the win.

Brunson, who Knicks Coach 
Tom Thibodeau told reporters 
before the game was a game-time 
decision, scored 23 points across 
the fourth quarter and overtime. 
He shot 18 for 31 overall and 
decimated Washington despite 

WizArdS from d1

Champagnie is a standout for the Wizards, but Brunson lifts the Knicks to OT win
WIZARDS’ NExT THREE

vs. New York Knicks
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Justin Champagnie made 13 of 15 shots, including five three pointers,  

en route to a career-high 31 points Saturday. He added 10 rebounds.
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BY PHILIP KENNICOTT IN NeW YorK

The Whitney Museum of american art 
exhibition “edges of ailey” is a sprawling, 
monumental and thrilling survey of the 
work and legacy of the great american 
choreographer alvin ailey, who died in 1989. 
It is also a canonization in at least two senses 
of the word.

It argues, convincingly, that ailey is 
worthy of secular veneration in the firma-
ment of american artistic genius. and while 
making that argument, it maps the wide 
horizons of the canon of art he created, 
fostered and inspired. The elevator pitch for 
this show, if one was necessary, must have 
been something like: He was everywhere, 
did everything, knew everyone, and encom-
passed the all and everything of america in 
the 20th century.

exhibitions about choreography, and art-
ists for whom choreography is essential to 
their work, are by no means a novelty. But if 
there are any lingering doubts about how a 

See ailEY oN E2

Art reVieW

Through Ailey, 
exhibit tells the 
American story

BY SEBASTIAN SMEE IN SaN FraNCISCo

amy Sherald’s official portrait of former 
first lady Michelle obama was revealed to the 
public in 2018, and as it toured the country 
over the next few years of the first Trump 
administration, the painting became a sort of 
traveling relic.

Sherald, 51, is now the subject of a superb 
traveling retrospective called “amy Sherald: 
american Sublime,” which is now on display at 
the San Francisco Museum of Modern art 
before it visits New York and D.C. next year. It’s 
rare to see contemporary portraits that so 
confidently hold their own in a museum 
setting, quietly but irresistibly pushing their 
way into the audience’s space.

The show’s curator, Sarah roberts, former 
head of painting and sculpture at SFMoMa, 
has hung most of the paintings at eye level — a 
little lower than usual — which helps create 
the sense that we’re meeting the subjects who 
stare out at us on shared ground, as equals.

Sherald has said she paints Black people not 
See shErald oN E11

Art reVieW

Amy Sherald 
masters color 

in her portraits

Kanye West predicted pop’s future.
Now it’s here, and he isn’t a part of it.

A year 
without Ye

A review of the best celebrity portraits to appear in the Style section in 2024 e7

BY CHRIS  RICHARDS

IllustRatIoN by dIdIeR vIodÉ FoR the WashINGtoN Post; KevIN mazuR/Getty ImaGes FoR Roc NatIoN

form collaborations with the singer Ty Dolla 
$ign, each of which felt dull, discursive, 
drained of vitality and imagination. “Vultures 
1” dropped in February with a thud. In august, 
“Vultures 2” hardly made a sound at all. at least 

not in terms of the cultural conversa-
tion, that unmeasurable hum we still 
use to confer importance.

over in the marketplace, though, 
these “Vultures” respectively debuted at No. 1 
and No. 2 on the Billboard albums chart — a 
perverse triumph of too-big-to-failness, maybe. 
But aside from that, nobody really bothered to 
talk about these records, or think about them, 

See YE oN E6

Pop music overfloweth in 2024. Kendrick 
Lamar and Drake had their tectonic spat. Be-
yoncé went country. Charli XCX got bratty. 
Chappell roan and Sabrina Carpenter joined 
the party. Taylor Swift refused to go home. and 
amid this profusion of beef, twang, 
mischief, freshness, eras upon eras, it 
was easy to miss what should have 
been a glaring absence — a year of 
pop maximalism without its leading maximal-
ist, the path breaker once known as Kanye 
West.

It was the first year in 20 when he didn’t 
seem to matter. Which wasn’t for lack of trying. 
Ye issued two new albums in 2024, both long-

critic’s

notebook
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mArCuS ieith/CourteSY oF lYnette YiAdom-BoAkYe/Corvi-morA And JACk ShAinmAn GAllerY

museum devoted to the visual arts can 
effectively display an art form that is essen-
tially temporal, that unfolds in time and 
space and is dependent on the engagement of 
a living audience with living dancers, they are 
answered as soon as you step out of the 
elevators into the cavernous 18,000-square-
foot fifth-floor galleries of the museum.

Above the display cases, temporary walls 
and freestanding works, a phalanx of 18 video 
screens plays a montage of Ailey’s work. 
When I arrived, a chorus was singing “I’ve 
Been ’Buked and I’ve Been scorned,” the 
spiritual that opens Ailey’s popular master-
piece “revelations.” Greeting you at eye level 
are works by contemporary artists including 
senga nengudi and Lynette Yiadom-Boakye, 
the former a sculptor and choreographer who 
has fused the plastic and the performing arts, 
the latter a painter whose spontaneous por-
traits of imaginary people capture better than 
photographs the lingering ocular impression 
of bodies and minds in motion.

The curatorial style of the show’s organizer, 
Adrienne edwards, is maximalist. There are 
long rows of cases full of archival material 
documenting Ailey’s triumphs onstage, his 
connections to other artists, his working 
methods, and his stew of doubts, desires and 
insatiable curiosity. There is sound filtering 
down from the video screens and accessed 
through listening stations scattered through-
out the display. There are paintings, sculp-
tures and installations that inspired him or 
were inspired by him. Taking in all of it, one 
thinks of falstaff ’s self-assessment, that he 
was a wit and a source of wit. In this case, 
Ailey was a visionary and a source of visions 
in others.

We learn the basic arc of Ailey’s life and 
career: Born in 1931, he grew up in rural Texas 
but left in 1942 to join his mother, who had 
moved to Los Angeles. He caught the arts bug 
early, discovered dance as an adolescent and 
danced with the company of Lester Horton — 
a seminal but tragic pioneer of modern dance 
in America — in the early 1950s. Horton died 
in 1953, and Ailey briefly took over leading the 
group before moving to new York, where his 
career spiraled rapidly upward as a dancer on 
Broadway.

In 1958, he founded his own company, the 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, and the 
inclusion of that word — American — is key to 
understanding his ambitions. He made his 
own dances but also performed work by other 
choreographers, forging a company that was 
not just a crucible of his own creativity but a 
showcase and eventually a museum preserv-
ing a broader vision of American dance in the 
20th century.

Unlike other contemporary choreogra-

AiLEY froM E1

‘Edges of Ailey’ 
centers on 
dance genius’s 
lasting impact

JASon lowrie/BFA.Com 

erupts like a fit of giggles in “revelations.”
In a fascinating section that surveys the 

response of visual artists to African American 
musical styles and performers, a small sculp-
ture by Betye saar suggests the vexed and 
vulnerable status of African American dance 
in the 20th century. saar builds her work, 
“I’ve Got rhythm,” from a found object, a 
metronome, the mechanical timekeeping de-
vice with a swinging arm that used to be 
found on every piano in every parlor in 
America. But she has added a black minstrel-
looking figure to the moving arm and affixed 
references to racial violence (“lynched after 
refusing to dance”).

see AiLEY on E3

phers, including Horton, Martha Graham and 
Merce Cunningham, Ailey didn’t create his 
own, branded technique. rather, he ab-
sorbed, borrowed and synthesized what he 
needed from others, including the dance 
vocabulary of various African diasporas in the 
Americas, jazz, Broadway styles and ballet. 
The last of these is often downplayed in 
discussion of Ailey, and popular memory 
tends to prioritize works like “revelations” or 
the 1974 “night Creature” (with its score by 
Duke ellington) over equally powerful visions 
like “The Lark Ascending,” with its music 
borrowed from ralph Vaughan Williams. But 
ballet is irrepressible in Ailey’s work, includ-
ing a wonderful bit of rapid footwork that 

TOP: “Edges of Ailey,” a 

sprawling  exhibit on the 

work and legacy of 

choreographer Alvin 

Ailey, is on display  at 

the Whitney Museum of 

American Art in New York 

through Feb. 9. 

ABOVE: The show  

includes pieces by artists 

he inspired or was 

inspired by, including 

Lynette Yiadom-Boakye’s 

“A Knave Made Manifest.” 
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The dances of Ailey and the work of other 
choreographers curated by his company put 
the Black body front and center, reveling in 
spirituality and sensuality, eroticism and 
humor, referencing Africa, Haiti, Brazil and 
other realms not circumscribed within the 
familiar bounds of the Anglo-saxon cultural 
imperium. This was possible so long as dance 
was entertainment, so long as the dancers 
were understood (as suggested by saar’s grim 
sculpture) to be dancing for the delectation of 
White audiences.

Ailey was doing much more than that, or 
perhaps he was only seeming to do that while 
in fact doing something very different. In one 
of the notebook pages on display, he writes 
underneath the title “How I work” the words: 
“musical ideas/visual ideas/social ideas.” The 
last of these, the social ideas, are often 
smuggled in, and even to this day, it’s possible 
not to see them if you are intent on just being 
entertained.

Ailey’s queerness is one of those ideas, and 
it was something he wrestled with through-
out his life. In a page torn from a notebook, he 
posits homosexuality as a form of narcissism, 
and on yet another the word “sex” is under-
lined above two telephone numbers. When he 
died of complications related to AIDs, the 
cause wasn’t acknowledged, and at his funer-
al, the eulogies by Amiri Baraka, maya 
Angelou and Toni morrison made no mention 
of his sexuality.

And yet queerness is everywhere in his 
dance, and often functions like a message, 
ambiguous but full of grace, a quivering of 
hands, a fluttering of wings, passed between 
dancers with no reference to their gender or 
desires. In the discourse of race and sexuality, 
the former is the thing that can’t be hidden, 
while the latter engenders ideas of passing, 
masks and codes. In Ailey, despite his own 
reticence about sexuality, the two are inextri-
cable.

The exhibition, which opened in septem-
ber, includes a survey of works by canonical 
Black artists, including Jean-michel Basquiat, 
elizabeth Catlett, Thornton Dial, Aaron 
Douglas, William H. Johnson, Horace Pippin, 
Gordon Parks, martin Puryear. Too many to 
be named. And by the end, you realize that by 
looking intently at what seems a focused 
subject, the life and legacy of Ailey, the show 
presents a more inclusive and satisfying 
historical account of African American art 

AilEy from E2

see AilEy on E4

caRL van vechTen/van vechTen TRUsT/beinecke RaRe book and ManUscRipT LibRaRY aT YaLe UniveRsiTY

 A collection of Carl 

Van Vechten portraits 

of Alvin Ailey made in 

1955, including this 

one, can be viewed in 

“Edges of Ailey.” 
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than many recent exhibitions that made that 
their explicit goal.

And so the only quibbles are about where 
the stress falls and what might be given more 
or less emphasis. Despite the title — “Edges of 
Ailey” — the focus is squarely on the centrali-
ty of Ailey to American cultural life. His 
sexuality definitely merited being one of the 
main chapters of the show, along with “Black 
Women,” “Black Spirituality,” “Black music” 
and “Black migration.” His choreography for 
the metropolitan opera’s premiere of Samuel 
Barber’s “Antony and Cleopatra” or his collab-
oration with Virgil Thomson on “four Saints 
in Three Acts” are acknowledged, but defi-
nitely on the edges of “Edges of Ailey.” But 
these are small things, and with only 18,000 
square feet of space, not everything can be 
included.

The exhibition also included a substantial 
amount of live performance earlier in its run, 
including appearances by the Ailey company 
and Ailey II, the early-career company under 
the larger Ailey umbrella. I missed this, alas, 
but the fact they happened points out some-
thing that may not be obvious to audiences 
who are primarily focused on the visual arts. 
It is all too rare that dance companies, theater 
troupes or musical ensembles built around a 
visionary, charismatic leader survive after he 
or she dies. Too often, the founder has no 
legacy plan, cultivates no successor, builds no 
endowment, and within a few years, the 
company is gone. Ailey died young, at the age 
of 58, but he had built a company that 
endures.

Looking at a magnificent collection of Carl 
Van Vechten portraits of Ailey made in 1955, 
you see a kid and a chameleon, in profile, in 
motion, costumed in different dress and 
holding different props. He smiles, he laughs, 
he smolders. But one of them shows him 
staring directly at the lens of the camera, and 
the intensity and purposefulness of his gaze is 
mesmerizing. Every biographer, and every 
curator who sets out to tell the story of a life, 
must wonder if their subject knew where it 
was all going, if greatness gathered by 
accident or was the plan from the start.

He knew.

edges of Ailey Through Feb. 9 at the Whitney 

Museum of American Art, New York. 

www.whitney.org
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There are paintings, sculptures and installations that inspired him or were inspired by him. 

Taking in all of it, one thinks of Falstaff’s self-assessment, that he was a wit and a source of wit. 

In this case, Ailey was a visionary and a source of visions in others.

Sam Gilliam’s “Swing 

64,” an acrylic on 

canvas done in 1964, is 

on display in “Edges of 

Ailey,” which also has 

cases full of   archival 

material documenting 

Alvin Ailey’s triumphs.

Dear Eric: my 
husband and I 
are in our 70s and 
retired to a new 
community. We 
are engaged in 
church ministries 

and social groups that meet for 
dinner periodically. I volunteer, 
and he is an avid golfer.

my problem is not being able 
to turn new relationships into 
meaningful friendships. I have 
met many wonderful people but 
have a problem getting close 
with anyone. Any suggestions?

— Feeling Isolated

Isolated: I know it doesn’t feel 
like it, but you’re not alone. 
many adults struggle to make 
the deep connections they want, 
especially later in life or in new 
communities. I turned to my 
friend and friendship expert 
Anna Goldfarb, author of 
“modern friendship: How to 
Nurture our most Valued 
Connections.”

Here’s what she advises:
“one of the best strategies for 

deepening a friendship is to 
provide what researchers call 
social identity support, which is 
seeing your friends for all the 
roles they play in their life: their 
race, class, gender, and religion. 
This could look like asking to try 
their favorite dishes they grew 
up eating, including them in 
your cultural traditions, and 
signaling that you’d like to be a 
part of theirs, too.

Another strategy is to recruit 
an accountability buddy. 
Identify a meaningful goal you 
both want to achieve — moving 
your body more, learning how to 
knit, watching every matt 
Damon movie in chronological 
order — whatever floats your 
boat. Your friendship will 
deepen as you cheer on one 
another because you’re more 
invested in your successes.”

Goldfarb told me, and I agree, 
that you’re off to a great start. 
So, you should congratulate 
yourself on making the effort 

and for continuing to try. It’s not 
always easy or as 
straightforward as we’d like, but 
you’re on the right path.

Dear Eric: I enjoy your column 
and would like to make a 
comment regarding the letter 
from “Game off” regarding her 
frustrations with her 10-year-old 
grandnephew who plays video 
games while on family vacation. 
I agree family time is important, 
and, in her own home, she 
should negotiate something 
with her niece so she can spend 
time with her grandnephew 
during visits.

However, she’s completely out 
of touch regarding gaming. 
many colleges now have 
competitive gaming teams 
supported by computing and 
graphic design faculty and they 
operate out of the athletics 
department just like other 
teams — it’s called “esports” and 
is becoming a big business. Her 
grandnephew may be headed to 
a successful career down the 
road through gaming.

— Game Time

Game Time: You’re right, it’s all 
about balance. The letter writer 
can and should communicate 
her needs and wants regarding 
family visits. But she should also 
remain open to parenting 
choices that may not be what 
she would do in a similar 
circumstance.

Additionally, while 
moderation is important when 
making decisions about gaming, 
you’re correct that it’s a growing 
and sometimes lucrative field of 
study and competition. The first 
esports college scholarship was 
given out in 2014, and there are 
currently more than 250 varsity-
level esports programs across 
the United States and Canada, 
per the National Association of 
Collegiate Esports.

Dear Eric: I just love your 
column — read it every day. I 
don’t miss it because your 

advice is straightforward, right 
on, sensible and kind. So, I saw 
myself in the letter from a friend 
of the woman who is so kind 
and so helpful to everyone, but 
rather controlling and beastly 
with her husband (“Bad 
mouthing Do-Gooder”). Not as 
the friend, but as “the woman,” 
although, mercifully, not that far 
over the top.

However, I see where I can 
improve in my relationship with 
my husband, not that he is 
perfect, as he tends to be a bit 
self-centered but is a good guy 
with many excellent qualities.

After reading that column, I 
took a very deep breath, a big 
step back, decided to let go and 
then said to myself, “I can be a 
better person.” I made a promise 
to myself to do this, and this is 
my mantra: “Be a better person.” 
I am grateful for your column, 
and glad to be able to change 
when needed.

— Living and Learning

Living and Learning: This is a 
beautiful response to the 
sometimes-tricky problem of 
being a person. I commend you 
for being willing to be so open 
and vulnerable and to commit to 
change. I also want to encourage 
you not to be too hard on 
yourself. It’s great to identify 
places where you can grow, but 
it’s also okay to acknowledge 
places where you need other 
people to make changes, too. 
The key is to talk them through, 
with empathy and openness, so 
that no one feels attacked and 
everyone feels heard.

Thanks for your kind words 
about the column, as well. I am 
so glad it’s resonating with you.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at 

eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 

22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. 

Follow him on Instagram and sign up 

for his weekly newsletter at 

rericthomas.com.

©  2024 by R. Eric Thomas. Distributed by 

Tribune Content Agency.
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Happy Birthday | Dec. 29: You’re charming and likable because you have excellent 

people skills. You’re also intelligent and perceptive. Your relationships matter. This has 

been a year of hard work for you; however, next year will bring exciting changes and 

increased freedom. Be ready to act fast when new opportunities arise.

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping and 

important decisions from 6-11:55 p.m. 

After that, the Moon moves from 

Sagittarius into Capricorn.

ArIes (March 21-April 19) 

Travel plans might be pie-in-the-sky today; 

nevertheless, relations with friends will 

be positive. Meanwhile, you might have 

less energy to deal with your kids or 

social situations. It’s like the wind has 

gone out of your sails.

TAUrUs (April 20-May 20) 

Decisions about finances, especially if 

they include parents or authority figures, 

will likely favor you today. In turn, you 

might feel sorry for someone, which is 

why you have less energy to devote to 

home and family.

GeMINI (May 21-June 20) 

Be careful in agreeing to anything or 

volunteering for anything, because 

relations with authority figures are 

subject to confusion, even manipulation.

cANcer (June 21-July 22) 

Issues regarding religion or the law might 

be confusing today. You’re not sure who 

to believe. Fortunately, someone might 

give you money they owe you or do a 

favor for you. This is timely because your 

energy to work is low right now.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 

Don’t worry if you feel tired and not up to 

the task. You might need naps or 

opportunities to stop working because 

Mars is retrograde in your sign. It feels 

like something is dragging you down. 

Romance might be disappointing today.

VIrGo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

When dealing with partners and close 

friends today, if you feel disappointed, 

ask yourself if you expressed your 

expectations ahead of time. Unexpressed 

expectations generally lead to 

disappointment.

LIBrA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 

You might feel emotionally confused 

today. You might even have trouble 

distinguishing between reality and 

illusion! Make sure that others are 

reliable and that no one is trying to call a 

fast one on you. Say grounded; be 

cautious.

scorpIo (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 

This is a poor day to make important 

financial decisions because someone 

might deceive you either intentionally or 

by accident. Fortunately, relations with 

family members are warm.

sAGITTArIUs (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 

Today is ripe for emotional confusion, 

which will lead to misunderstandings or 

misconceptions. This can lead to mood 

swings. Fortunately, everyday 

conversations are charming, especially 

with siblings and relatives.

cAprIcorN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 

Feelings of escapism might make you 

want to run away. Others might feel a 

heightened intuition and spiritual 

awareness in a vague, idealistic way. 

That’s because there’s an element of 

confusion present today. Sit tight.

AQUArIUs (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

Be extra clear to avoid 

misunderstandings when talking to 

friends and members of groups today. 

Even though you feel warm and 

connected to someone, ironically, 

communications could go south in a New 

York minute.

pIsces (Feb. 19-March 20) 

When dealing with bosses, parents and 

authority figures today, be extra clear in 

all your communications. Make sure you 

know what they expect from you. Make 

sure they understand you. Meanwhile, 

someone might help you.

Horoscope
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Hi, Carolyn: I
don’t consider
myself lucky in
love. I’m
admittedly
heavily affected
by my parents’
decade-long,
arduous divorce
— which started

my final year of high school. My
father was an alcoholic, and his
behavior and personality
actually got worse after he
stopped drinking; my mother is
severely hearing-impaired,
which resulted in, I think, issues
with confidence, self-worth and
connection, and she turned to
me for the early parts of the
dissolution process.

My first major relationship,
my boyfriend relapsed with
drugs and alcohol and failed out
of a drug court program. I drew
a final line when he was in
prison. My next significant
relationship was with a longtime
good friend — who eventually
came out as gay (which is totally
fine).

My next major relationship
was for six years. I was all in
until he accused me of
something terrible, and his only
response to my explanation was
that I gave him “a lot to think
about.” I ended things when he
was unable to comprehend how
hurtful his accusation was.

I met somebody new, and
things seemed like they just

might work out. It’s been six
years, and we got married two
years ago. Things have been
bumpy; he has OCD and is really
unpleasant while stressed out,
dismissive, attention-hoarding,
as I try to advocate for my needs
being met.

Then he confesses he cheated
on me. Massage places. Websites.
Pornography. Sharing pics of
himself. There’s more.
Apparently, all bad “coping
strategies” that predate our
relationship but that crop up
during times of stress or
unhappiness.

Anyway — he’s asking me to
hope for our future together. He
says he loves me, wants a future
with me … all the things. I spent
the past six months in a fog, and
now I just feel empty. Should I
stick around? Why?

— Tired of Hoping

Tired of Hoping: On the one
hand, I get feeling unlucky when
your romantic history starts with
a prison breakup and leads to a
cheating husband.

On the other hand, you’ve
worked hard at being a better
judge of character and taking
care of yourself throughout.

On the third hand — anatomy
is needlessly limiting — why are
we talking as if your life or any
life is a continuous, logical
narrative?

Yes, your parents got you off to
a dysfunctional start.

Disentangling a parent’s
alcoholism from a child’s
emotional patterns and
expectations is its own area of
expertise, and I could end my
answer by urging this specialized
counseling (see: bit.ly/
49QU3hy), if you haven’t gone
already.

But I’ll keep going in hopes of
persuading you to release the
whole idea of yourself as a
doomed object of these larger
forces of fate.

Most people carry some
difficult legacy from their
parents into their adult
relationships. They vary in

number and intensity, sure, and
you got some heavy ones. But
parents are human, and life is
life. No one starts out completely
unburdened with nothing to
learn, overcome or outgrow.

Then, most people — I would
venture all — experience
anywhere from a little to a lot of
relationship trial and error on
their way to a life partnership.
That is assuming they find such
a partnership at all, and it hangs
on for life — the first try, or the
second or third or whatever.
Does this trial-and-error history
of high hopes and breakups
make everyone unlucky in love?

Or are they, and you, just …
having lives, with loves in them?
Which means they are having
times of elation and promise,
most (all?) ending in
disappointment and heartbreak,
followed by learning, healing,
trying again.

If the end always brings harm
instead of disappointment, then
of course that says to stop the
cycle entirely and get some
professional guidance. But
otherwise, any of us can feel
normal, great or terrible about
this process based on how we
frame it.

Again — the emotional
imprint of your parents’
relationship may still be
compromising your judgment in
your own relationships. If so,
then that’s important to address
in earnest and soon. It also

wouldn’t be unique to you,
though, in any way.

Nor would it consign you to
the mercy of luck, hope, destiny
or any kind of narrative. It
would, instead, be a kind of
health-care homework
assignment. Your pattern is
something to diagnose and treat,
so you can understand, manage,
anticipate, regulate it. Like
anyone else does with their
“stuff.”

Just as your husband urgently
needs to do with his, yes? Any
talk of whether you “stick
around” and/or “why” is wildly
premature if he hasn’t taken
serious steps toward managing
his own behavior health for his
own reasons.

Letting him know that
conveniently takes the marriage
question off your agenda.

Clear it of everything, in fact,
except your own sense of well-
being. That’s your priority now
— not “Do I stay married” but
“Am I okay with myself,
whatever happens?” Getting to
“yes” means calm, not
numbness, toward the chapter
you turn to next.

Write to carolyn hax at

tellme@washpost.com. get her

column delivered to your inbox each

morning at wapo.st/gethax.

 Join the discussion live at noon

fridays at washingtonpost.com/live-

chats.

After previous heartbreaks, spouse wonders what’s next after husband cheated

Carolyn
Hax

illusTraTioN by Nick galifiaNakis for The WashiNgToN PosT
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and zero impulse control. once he became the 
defining artist of his time, he had to find new 
worlds to conquer, which meant new enemies 
to defeat, which meant new people to doubt 
him. So he abandons rapping about society’s 
inequities and injustices and fixates on feeling 
slighted by the powerful and hated on by the 
public. His victimhood fits right in with the 
paranoiac selfishness of today’s most unfath-
omably wealthy and the triumph of the sore 
winner — the only thing that connects his art to 
the current American moment.

His ugliness has become artless. That’s the 
main thing to glean from all the music Ye 
dropped this year. Dim and unfeeling, these 
two “Vultures” albums are as zero-calorie as the 
back-to-back albums he released in 2018 — but 
they have more structure, musically and lyri-
cally, which confirms volition and intent. If you 
ever loved Kanye West with all of your being, 
ever felt 20 feet tall while listening to him turn 
imagination into reality, this feels something 
like agony.

Is there any kind of theme hiding in this new 
music? maybe it involves positing hedonism as 
heroism, with Ye delivering a sluice of bro-
brained vulgarities and nihilistic pillow talk 
over the sounds of Viking choruses, melodra-
matic bass explosions and refried “Yeezus” 
synths. But behind the cosmetic grandeur, the 
tracks feel unsure of their roots, so they make 
clumsy melodic references to classic songs by 
the Pharcyde, Juvenile and others. As for the 
lyrics, they feel truly lost. The title track of the 
first album opens with a promise — “Won’t tell 
no lies, won’t hold my tongue” — then eventual-
ly gets to its fundamental trolling: “How I’m 
antisemitic?” The rhyme’s unprintable rejoin-
der is beside the point. In 2024, Ye is a rapper 
who put hate into the world so he could rap 
about being condemned for it.

This can’t be the future he imagined for 
himself. or maybe Ye’s future was nothing 
more than a radical present. His absence from 
the colorful, bountiful, maxed-out, anything-is-
possible tomorrow that his music once prom-
ised us feels disorienting, though. Deeply so-
bering, too. It serves as our latest reminder that 
there is no future. It doesn’t yet exist. The 
future is something we all have to build toward. 
music itself thrives inside that little idea. What 
are pop songs other than endless iterations of 
anticipation and resolution that help us better 
organize the then-now-next of our own disor-
dered lives? Ye’s greatest music made the future 
feel sturdy and capacious, but it only ever 
existed in the now. Now that’s over. And the 
future is still coming.

Clinton. In 2019, he attempted a spiritual 
cleanse by hosting a weekly musical gathering 
called Sunday Service that culminated in his 
pseudo-gospel album, “Jesus Is King.” Then 
came a desultory run for president in 2020, 
followed by his hapless 2021 album, “Donda.” 
In 2022, a backlog of antisemitic public re-
marks cost his clothing brand, Yeezy, a multi-
million-dollar deal with Adidas. In June, Yeezy 
employees filed a lawsuit against Ye, citing a 
hostile workplace and unpaid wages. Was this 
making them unlike you?

The three-episode Netflix documentary se-
ries “Jeen-yuhs” from 2022 is as close as we’ve 
come to any kind of answer. The first two acts of 
the docuseries focus on the rise of Kanye West, 
the underdog wunderkind from Chicago who 
tries to conjure mainstream rap stardom from 
thin air and actually succeeds. With his loving 
mother cheering him on, he shows unflinching 
persistence and astonishing ingenuity, until he 
quite literally makes his dreams come true. He 
was easy to root for, and his victories felt bigger 
than him. So much so that listening to his 
career-launching hits more than two decades 
later — “Through the Wire,” “All falls Down,” 
“Jesus Walks” — might make you feel like you’re 
reliving your own life’s accomplishments.

Then, the third act jumps ahead. Past the 
wounded melodicism of 2008’s “808s and 
Heartbreak,” past the pomp and prestige of 
2010’s “my Beautiful Dark Twisted fantasy,” 
past the stylized rage of “Yeezus” — three 
albums that changed the aesthetic contours of 
rap music. We’re in the presence of a very 
different superstar, too. He’s lost his mother. 
He’s losing his marriage. He’s changed his 
name. He had been diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder in 2017, and while he doesn’t talk 
about it much on screen, we’re able to see it 
manifest, in private and in public. Launching 
his 2020 presidential bid at a rally in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, West is shown on screen 
crying when discussing the issue of abortion, 
claiming that his parents considered aborting 
him. (“There would have been no Kanye West,” 
Ye said at the rally, “because my dad was too 
busy.”) Later, on screen, Ye is on the phone with 
his father, who epitomizes grace and patience, 
gently encouraging his son to write out his 
speech in advance next time. “okay,” Ye says, 
unchastened, seemingly unaware of anyone 
else’s feelings.

As a whole, “Jeen-yuhs” illustrates how Ye’s 
sense of grievance got him to the top — and how 
it remains the only working strategy he’s ever 
known. outrageously competitive from the 
start, he is a hungry mind with total self-belief 

or feel disappointed by them, or stick up for 
them, or even care about them. remember 
when the arrival of a new Kanye West album 
qualified as a culture-shaking event? This year, 
Ye seemed to be standing at an impossible new 
frontier: at the top and irrelevant.

The air at that altitude is about as unknow-
able as it gets, and it blows in the opposite 
direction of all we know about this man. Ambi-
guity has always been an anti-Ye property. Until 
recently, his career supplied us a steady diet of 
shocks and jolts, denunciations and declara-
tions. But instead of his career collapsing in a 
decisive fall from grace, Ye has slogged through 
a tortured, decade-long undoing.

We’ve slowly watched his mental health 
deteriorate, his family splinter, his politics 
grow hateful — all of which has felt frustrating, 
infuriating and profoundly sad. Somewhere 
between the heroic seething of his 2013 master-
piece album, “Yeezus,” and this current state of 
inertia, his righteous anger lost all its persua-
sive power. Something hot and radical deterio-
rated into something cold and aggrieved, and 
his music became thin and uninventive in the 
cooling, too.

Yet, as unfamiliar as this feels, Ye’s inconse-
quentiality in 2024 at least gave us the opportu-
nity to recognize what we’re grieving. He’s still 
here. His story isn’t finished. But for now, we’ve 
lost Kanye West as a cardinal point in popular 
music. We’ve lost a sense of promise in pop, 
along with the feelings of momentum and 
futurity that go with it. And that has to be the 
weirdest thing about all of this. Kanye West 
wrote the future. Now we’re living in a future 
where he doesn’t seem to matter very much at 
all.

Instead of trying to locate the moment in his 
arc when everything went wrong, maybe we 
should try to identify the last time everything 
seemed to be going right — that is, roughly 11 
years back, when he was still surfing the boiling 
hot tidal wave of “Yeezus.” Tender and vicious, it 
remains the keystone album that Ye has kept 
trying — and failing — to remake since. Did he 
know he was peaking in real time? on the 
“Yeezus” tour, he literally scaled a giant stage 
prop built to look like a mountain. maybe he 
knew the only place to go next was down. on 
the serrated “Yeezus” standout “I Am a God,” 
one sneering line has since become the most 
significant lyric of his career: “Soon as they like 
you, make ’em unlike you.”

In the heat of the moment, it felt romantic. 
The artist against the world. But during a 
nightly series of indignant, meandering, ex-
temporaneous speeches on the “Yeezus” tour, it 
became less clear who or what Ye was raging 
against. “Ain’t never been a rapper to have 
problems with two presidents,” he fumed at 
one show before pivoting into how unfairly he 
had been treated by the power-people of the 
fashion world. over time, a courageous disdain 
for authority figures revealed itself to be a cry 
for their approval, and after Ye posted up for a 
photo opp with then President-elect Donald 
Trump inside manhattan’s Trump Tower in 
December 2016, there was no turning back.

In 2018, he changed his name to Ye, released 
two trifling albums, “Ye” and “Kids See Ghosts,” 
and lost even more of his fandom by visiting 
Trump in the oval office in october, audition-
ing for a starring role in the mAGA-verse by 
making misogynistic comments about Hillary 

YE from E1

Ye’s music 
shaped the 
future, but 
he’s absent 
at present

music

KEVIn mAzUr /gEtty ImAgES for UnIVErSAl mUSIc groUP
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FROM TOP: Ye performs 

in Inglewood, California, 

in March, celebrating the 

release of “Vultures 1.” The 

rapper alienated many 

fans when he visited 

President Donald Trump 

in the White House in 

2018. Ye, then known as 

Kanye West, at Mercedes-

Benz Stadium in Atlanta in 

2021.
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2024 BY SHANE O’NEILL

The best celebrity 

portraits from Style in 

sasha Velour 
by Marvin Joseph

It was photo editor Lauren Bulbin’s idea to 
paint the set “the bluest blue” for “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race” season 9 winner sasha Velour. 
The multidimensional set became a 
playground for Velour and photographer 
Marvin Joseph to collaborate, capturing 
the drag artist’s verve and charisma. “she 
was exactly how you always hope a 
celebrity you adore will be,” Bulbin said of 
Velour.

angourie rice 
by Sean Scheidt
sean scheidt took this dreamy portrait of 
Angourie Rice at the very end of a long 
weekend of press for “Mean Girls.” He knew 
she would be tired. “Probably exhausted,” 
he said. “I know I would be.” still, when he 
asked if she wanted to experiment, she 
immediately agreed. scheidt stretched the 
fabric of Rice’s dress over his lens, lending 
the shot its gauzy circle pattern. The airy 
movement of her hair is courtesy of a blow 
dryer held off camera by a stylist.

Lily Gladstone 
by Laura Hynd

“Killers of the Flower Moon” actress 
Lily Gladstone made a point to 
showcase Indigenous designers in the 
months leading up to the oscars. For 
this portrait, she wore beaded 
earrings by jewelry designer Jennifer 
Younger.

Brittany o’Grady 
by Melissa Isabel Quiñones
Melissa Isabel Quiñones captured the 
fierce vulnerability of Brittany o’Grady just 
ahead of her first feature lead in the horror 
film “It’s What’s Inside.” “I have now fully 
accepted that my sensitivity, that what I 
physically and emotionally feel, is actually 
a superpower,” o’Grady told The 
Washington Post.

Power shifted in 2024. ¶ At fashion houses, creative directors departed and 

arrived. Media executives bucked traditions while media workers went on 

strike or got laid off. Movies like “Wicked” and “Anora” pondered the ways 

femininity and agency intersect and butt heads. TikTok — maybe now in its 

final days in the United States — was a place to argue politics and lust over a 

fugitive. And for the first time since the 1890s, an incumbent president was 

replaced by a former president. ¶ Portraiture itself can be a power struggle. 

The subject asserts her identity, the photographer tries to tease out a mo-

ment of authenticity or visual surprise. Sometimes it’s a tango, sometimes it’s 

a tangle. Both are represented in this collection of 25 portraits. ¶ We asked 

photographers and journalists to share their recollections from some of the 

most captivating photos featured in the pages of The Washington Post Style 

section this year. Some of them are funny, some touching. All are powerful.

see portraits on E8
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Charlie Wilson 
by G L Askew II

When Charlie Wilson found out that the photographer G L 
Askew’s mother was a fan, the front man for the Gap Band 
insisted that they give her a call. Askew said it “made her year.”

Law Roach 
by Ramona Rosales

since no one knew what looks stylist Law Roach would 
show up in, photographer Ramona Rosales said she 
packed her truck with “every imaginable background 
option I had.” she went with solid black but ended up 
grabbing a red scrim from her truck to accentuate the 
long fringes of Roach’s leather coat.

John David Washington and Danielle Deadwyler 
by Kendall Bessent

It turned out Denzel Washington wasn’t needed to shed light on 
the works of August Wilson for “The Piano Lesson,” starring his son 
John David Washington opposite Danielle Deadwyler, and direct-
ed by his other son, Malcolm. After two weeks of Denzel hanging 
around on set, he realized his sons were fine on their own. “I didn’t 
need to stay,” he said. “They were making a movie.” And, despite the 
stylists, assistants and publicists on set for The Post’s shoot, “John 
David and Danielle were all very chill,” said photo editor Annaliese 
nurnberg, calling the vibe “energizing chaos.”

Valerie Bertinelli 
by Maggie Shannon

After years of restricting calories and fretting 
over her diet, Valerie Bertinelli decided to stop 
worrying and start loving food. Her third 
cookbook was called “Indulge,” and her por-
trait by Maggie shannon captured her new-
found freedom from food anxiety.

Tom Selleck 
by Roger Kisby

Tom selleck was photographed on his 63-acre ranch in 
Thousand Oaks, California. The ranch, previously owned 
by Dean Martin, is both a refuge from and testament to his 
decades-long career in Hollywood.

Joel Kim Booster 
by Michelle Watt

Michelle Watt had all the ingredients in place for a dramatic 
portrait in Los Angeles with Joel Kim Booster. Correction: 
Almost all the ingredients. An assistant ducked out mid-
shoot to grab the comedian an ice-cold Diet Coke.

Cynthia Erivo 
by Marvin Joseph

Cynthia erivo’s relentless press cycle for “Wicked” left photogra-
pher Marvin Joseph with very little time to plan and shoot. 
Luckily, erivo showed up gracious and ready to collaborate. even 
luckier: she was photographed in a striking royal blue skirt, a 
departure from the on-brand green she had been wearing for 
most of the year.

Meagan Good 
by Andre Wagner

Meagan Good was not shy. Within five minutes 
of meeting writer Helena Andrews-Dyer, she 
was already talking fertility and perimeno-
pause. soon after, she was speaking frankly 
about her relationship with Jonathan Majors, a 
popular topic of speculation on gossip sites and 
brunch tables.

Jeremy O. Harris 
by Kemka Ajoku

The playwright Jeremy O. Harris is known for 
keeping a packed social schedule. It’s great for 
his reputation as a bon vivant, but not so great 
for finding time for a portrait. The morning 
after “slave Play” opened, The Washington Post 
finally found a quiet moment to photograph 
the playwright, still in his pajamas, surrounded 
by flowers and reading newspaper reviews, 
some rosy, some thorned.

Maika Monroe 
by Em Monforte

When photographer em Monforte arrived to 
shoot “Longlegs” actress Maika Monroe, the 
house’s owner was eating egg salad with her 
daughter, permeating the whole set with its 
aroma. Monroe was unfazed, delivering poses 
that leaned into the unsettling beauty that 
made her a horror star.

Cristin Milioti 
by Evelyn Freja

This quiet moment was captured after photog-
rapher evelyn Freja asked Cristin Milioti if she 
had been surprised by the runaway success of 
“The Penguin” miniseries in which she co-
starred. Milioti laughed to herself, then her 
eyes looked to the distance. “Almost like she 
was wondering how she got there,” Freja said.

Sandeep Salter 
by OK McCausland

“It was great working with someone who has a background in 
ballet,” OK McCausland said on photographing sandeep salter 
at her trendsetting Brooklyn store salter House. The hardest 
part for the photographer was not pulling out her credit card 
during the shoot. “I may have gone back later,” McCausland said. see pORTRAiTS On E10

Lara Trump 
by Taurat Hossain

Kara Voght and Maeve Reston profiled Lara Trump, the 
daughter-in-law to Donald Trump and former co-chair of the 
Republican national Committee. Voght thinks this portrait 
by Taurat Hossain captures Lara’s aspirations and ambi-
tions. “There’s some real gravity there, right?” Voght said. 
“That’s something I think Lara craves in her public persona, 
though I’m not sure that’s always the impression she leaves.”

Simone Rocha 
by Tori Ferenc

“I’ve always been about harnessing the femininity,” simone 
Rocha said of her designs, which can be simultaneously flouncy 
and fierce, even sinister. Tori Ferenc’s portrait of the designer 
captured this fusion of the sweet and the serious.

Chitose Abe 
by Pooneh Ghana

A few months after this shoot, fashion writer Rachel 
Tashjian heard from Chitose Abe’s team. “Apparently, she 
was having a great time and decided to do her hair curly.” 
That is, the woman Tashjian called “the most powerful 
fashion designer you don’t know about” had literally let 
her hair down.
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show up in, photographer Ramona Rosales said she 
packed her truck with “every imaginable background 
option I had.” she went with solid black but ended up 
grabbing a red scrim from her truck to accentuate the 
long fringes of Roach’s leather coat.

John David Washington and Danielle Deadwyler 
by Kendall Bessent

It turned out Denzel Washington wasn’t needed to shed light on 
the works of August Wilson for “The Piano Lesson,” starring his son 
John David Washington opposite Danielle Deadwyler, and direct-
ed by his other son, Malcolm. After two weeks of Denzel hanging 
around on set, he realized his sons were fine on their own. “I didn’t 
need to stay,” he said. “They were making a movie.” And, despite the 
stylists, assistants and publicists on set for The Post’s shoot, “John 
David and Danielle were all very chill,” said photo editor Annaliese 
nurnberg, calling the vibe “energizing chaos.”

Valerie Bertinelli 
by Maggie Shannon

After years of restricting calories and fretting 
over her diet, Valerie Bertinelli decided to stop 
worrying and start loving food. Her third 
cookbook was called “Indulge,” and her por-
trait by Maggie shannon captured her new-
found freedom from food anxiety.

Tom Selleck 
by Roger Kisby

Tom selleck was photographed on his 63-acre ranch in 
Thousand Oaks, California. The ranch, previously owned 
by Dean Martin, is both a refuge from and testament to his 
decades-long career in Hollywood.

Joel Kim Booster 
by Michelle Watt

Michelle Watt had all the ingredients in place for a dramatic 
portrait in Los Angeles with Joel Kim Booster. Correction: 
Almost all the ingredients. An assistant ducked out mid-
shoot to grab the comedian an ice-cold Diet Coke.

Cynthia Erivo 
by Marvin Joseph

Cynthia erivo’s relentless press cycle for “Wicked” left photogra-
pher Marvin Joseph with very little time to plan and shoot. 
Luckily, erivo showed up gracious and ready to collaborate. even 
luckier: she was photographed in a striking royal blue skirt, a 
departure from the on-brand green she had been wearing for 
most of the year.

Meagan Good 
by Andre Wagner

Meagan Good was not shy. Within five minutes 
of meeting writer Helena Andrews-Dyer, she 
was already talking fertility and perimeno-
pause. soon after, she was speaking frankly 
about her relationship with Jonathan Majors, a 
popular topic of speculation on gossip sites and 
brunch tables.

Jeremy O. Harris 
by Kemka Ajoku

The playwright Jeremy O. Harris is known for 
keeping a packed social schedule. It’s great for 
his reputation as a bon vivant, but not so great 
for finding time for a portrait. The morning 
after “slave Play” opened, The Washington Post 
finally found a quiet moment to photograph 
the playwright, still in his pajamas, surrounded 
by flowers and reading newspaper reviews, 
some rosy, some thorned.

Maika Monroe 
by Em Monforte

When photographer em Monforte arrived to 
shoot “Longlegs” actress Maika Monroe, the 
house’s owner was eating egg salad with her 
daughter, permeating the whole set with its 
aroma. Monroe was unfazed, delivering poses 
that leaned into the unsettling beauty that 
made her a horror star.

Cristin Milioti 
by Evelyn Freja

This quiet moment was captured after photog-
rapher evelyn Freja asked Cristin Milioti if she 
had been surprised by the runaway success of 
“The Penguin” miniseries in which she co-
starred. Milioti laughed to herself, then her 
eyes looked to the distance. “Almost like she 
was wondering how she got there,” Freja said.

Sandeep Salter 
by OK McCausland

“It was great working with someone who has a background in 
ballet,” OK McCausland said on photographing sandeep salter 
at her trendsetting Brooklyn store salter House. The hardest 
part for the photographer was not pulling out her credit card 
during the shoot. “I may have gone back later,” McCausland said. see pORTRAiTS On E10

Lara Trump 
by Taurat Hossain

Kara Voght and Maeve Reston profiled Lara Trump, the 
daughter-in-law to Donald Trump and former co-chair of the 
Republican national Committee. Voght thinks this portrait 
by Taurat Hossain captures Lara’s aspirations and ambi-
tions. “There’s some real gravity there, right?” Voght said. 
“That’s something I think Lara craves in her public persona, 
though I’m not sure that’s always the impression she leaves.”

Simone Rocha 
by Tori Ferenc

“I’ve always been about harnessing the femininity,” simone 
Rocha said of her designs, which can be simultaneously flouncy 
and fierce, even sinister. Tori Ferenc’s portrait of the designer 
captured this fusion of the sweet and the serious.

Chitose Abe 
by Pooneh Ghana

A few months after this shoot, fashion writer Rachel 
Tashjian heard from Chitose Abe’s team. “Apparently, she 
was having a great time and decided to do her hair curly.” 
That is, the woman Tashjian called “the most powerful 
fashion designer you don’t know about” had literally let 
her hair down.
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PoRtRaItS fROM E8 Natasha Rothwell 
by David Needleman

The plan was to shoot “How to Die Alone” actress Natasha 
Rothwell in a studio. But the summer light outside was calling 
photographer David Needleman. “We just had to!” he said. After 
several hours in the studio, he asked Rothwell if she would step 
outside. Within five minutes, they had their shot.

Michael Douglas 
by Raul Romo

The photographer Raul Romo was looking at the glassware in the 
hotel room when he noticed Michael Douglas looking at him in a 
mirror’s reflection. It was Romo’s hand mirror, which he always 
brings to shoots. “It helps bring the subject at ease, so they can see 
themselves and how the process is looking,” he said.

Isabella Rossellini 
by Gioncarlo Valentine
Photo editor Moira Haney had been on sets with dozens of 
luminaries but found herself unusually starstruck by Isabella 
Rossellini, photographed by Gioncarlo Valentine in Middleburg, 
Virginia, where her film “Conclave” was playing at a film festival. 
“The hardest part was not blurting out how much I adored Ms. 
Rossellini’s 2007 guest appearances on ‘30 Rock,’” Haney said. 
“But I like to be professional on set, and that seems like a 
ridiculous thing to say to the star of ‘Blue Velvet.’”

Sam Zimmerman 
by Drew Gurian

Photo editor Maya Valentine reached out to photographer Drew 
Gurian based on a series he did in which he shot dancers through 
frosted plexiglass. Gurian used a similar technique when shooting 
Sam Zimmerman, the curator for the horror streaming platform 
Shudder. “Not everybody is going to jump onboard for something 
that is dark and moody and weird,” Gurian said. Luckily, 
Zimmerman was tuned into the vibe, requesting that black metal 
be blasted during the shoot. Gurian happily obliged.

Cole Escola 
by Jesse Dittmar
The finger held to Cole Escola’s lips was an appropriate gesture: 
This entire shoot was conducted without the actor saying a word. It 
was just days before their play “Oh, Mary!” would open on 
Broadway, and Escola was on strict vocal rest. Afterward, Escola 
emailed the photographer Jesse Dittmar apologizing for the 
silence. “I totally got it after I saw the show,” Dittmar said. “It 
involved a lot of yelling.”

Glen Powell 
by Jane Greer
Glen Powell was photographed in Austin, where he shot his 
very first movie gig as “Long-fingered Boy” in “Spy Kids 3-D: 
Game Over.”
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ClOCKWIse FrOM TOP leFT:   sherald mixes her own colors and expertly 

pairs bold patterns with hard-to-describe hues, such as in “Mama has Made 

the Bread (how Things are Measured).” sherald is a master of color — take in 

how the dress pops against the background of “Untitled (Opal).” Visitors  at the 

san Francisco Museum of Modern art look at her portrait of Michelle Obama.

sherald FROM e1

The Michelle Obama 
portrait catapulted 
Amy Sherald. It’s  far 
from the artist’s best.

manity, her thoughtful engagement with icon-
ic photographs and with the tradition of 
American portraiture, and so on. But ulti-
mately, sherald’s brilliance comes down to the 
subtlety and splendor with which she choreo-
graphs the push and pull of color relations.

Take the 2018 portrait titled “Mama Has Made 
the Bread (How Things Are Measured).” A wom-
an wearing chunky earrings stands with her 
right hand on her hip. she wears a black fur 
draped over her shoulders and a printed dress. 
Pleats below the hip give a jaggy scintillation to 
its pattern of white circles on a black back-
ground.

Her pose — hand on hip, head slightly tilted 
— is straight out of a fashion magazine. As 
such, it could be banal. But the pale yellow 
earrings are set off by the rich black fur (black, 
you suddenly remember, is absolutely a color!) 
and the whole ensemble of sharp tonal con-
trasts is set off by an even, otherworldly 
backdrop of chalky strawberry pink. The effect 
is all at once. It’s a priori. It happens, in other 
words — and then you think about it.

Because sherald wants to achieve maxi-
mum color intensity, she’s not interested in 
using modulated light and shade to create an 
impression that this woman occupies an actu-
al space. Modulation would only weaken the 
impact of the color. so she keeps the pink 
background flat, even and drenching.

The fur’s texture is suggested by tiny brush-
strokes that soften the silhouette against the 
pink background. Its blackness is a shade 
deeper than the gently warmed gray of the 
woman’s hands. Her left hand dangles beside 
the pleats of her dress, its placement making 
her arm seem improbably long — sherald’s sly 
shout-out, perhaps, to Jean-Auguste-Domin-
ique Ingres, the French neoclassicist who took 
wild liberties with his subjects’ anatomies as 
he tried to maximize svelteness, elegance and 
immediacy.

sherald’s work is full of such subtle touches. 
But her portraits are made inimitable by her 
electrifying color harmonies.

see sherald ON e12

so much as a historical corrective (African 
Americans are hugely underrepresented in 
U.s. art museums) but with an impulse simply 
to celebrate them. Race is there in her work, in 
other words, but it’s not at the forefront. 
(“Maybe we don’t have to start there,” as she 
said to Jeffrey Brown on PBs’s “NewsHour.” 
“Let’s start with my humanity first.”)

Because most people continue to associate 
the Jersey City-based painter with the former 
first lady, the first thing to say is that sherald is 
much, much better than the Obama portrait 
might lead you to believe. For all its popularity, 
it’s fair to say that something about that 
portrait — which is included in this show — 
fails to achieve liftoff.

Perhaps the pose — chin on hand, elbow on 
forearm — feels too contrived. Perhaps it’s that 
there’s nothing in the paint’s facture — no 
wristy brushwork, no dramatic chiaroscuro — 
to humanize the overall stiffness. Or perhaps 
it’s that the colors fail to transcend the por-
trait’s rote formality.

In any case, its relative weakness is a 
reminder that what makes sherald so good 
has little to do with the criteria we apply to 
most portraiture. Her works don’t have much 
in the way of deep psychology. Her use of paint 
gives you no sense of intensified physicality. 
Nor does she seem especially interested in the 
drama of light as it plays across human heads.

Instead, her smoothly painted sitters meet 
our gaze calmly and levelly. There’s nothing 
histrionic or expressionistic at play. These 
paintings are cool, reticent, uncannily still. 
They leave an immaculate impression, as if 
her subjects were insulated from the pressures 
and tumult of life and from any whiff of 
mortality.

Why, then, are the best of them so convinc-
ing — not just as serviceable likenesses but as 
full-blown works of art? I think the answer is 
straightforward. It’s color.

Color is sherald’s originality, her bent, her 
gift. There are other components to her 
achievement: her devotion to presenting 
Black sitters as archetypes of everyday hu-

Sherald’s works leave an immaculate impression, 

as if her subjects were insulated from the pressures 

and tumult of life. Why, then, are the best of them 

so convincing — not just as serviceable likenesses 

but as full-blown works of art? I think the answer 

is straightforward. It’s color. 
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ClOCKWIse FrOM TOP 

leFT: Works by amy sherald 

include “a Golden afternoon” 

(2016); “If You surrendered to 

the air, You Could ride It” 

(2019); “There Is No Charm 

equal to Tenderness of heart” 

(2019); and “Breonna Taylor” 

(2020).

As a colorist, she follows no formula, has no signature 
palette. She mixes and names her own colors. She is 
brilliant at placing rich, saturated colors and bold patterns 
against indeterminate, hard-to-describe hues. The wom-
an’s dress in “Untitled (opal),” 2019, for instance, is clearly 
yellow — but what word would you use to describe the 
background? I think it’s a sort of warmed-up teal, but I’m 
not confident. All I know is that the painting is a knockout.

Sometimes, rather than playing up contrasts, Sherald 
toys with colors that are neighbors on the color wheel. for 
instance, in a 2020 portrait she made of the late Breonna 
Taylor (it appeared on the cover of Vanity fair), Taylor’s 
turquoise dress is set against a slightly warmer teal ground, 
to electrifying effect.

In some galleries, roberts has placed several singular 
portraits all in a row, so the colors interact not only within 
each portrait but across pictures. The blue, mauve and red 
backgrounds of three neighboring paintings all chime, as 
do the more localized relations within each picture, giving 
the ensemble an almost musical richness.

sherald from e11 Sherald’s bigger paintings are hit and miss. Too often, 
the scale feels bombastic, the effect arch and airless. But 
they can also be funny, and that’s something to like.

The show’s final gallery, featuring recent work, shows 
her in total control of her craft. It presents beautiful people 
whose beauty is made permanent and inviolate by Sher-
ald’s surpassingly gorgeous colors.

The combination of a yellow-and-white striped dress 
and gray skin set against a light but rich blue in “There Is 
No Charm Equal to Tenderness of Heart” is so straightfor-
wardly lovely I wanted to weep as I stood in front of it.

If Sherald’s stated desire to turn individuals into arche-
types who stand for something more than themselves is 
propagandistic, it strikes me as benignly so. What’s neither 
benign nor propagandistic — rather, it’s pure aesthetic 
electricity — is the aloof and brilliant power of her colors.

Amy Sherald: American Sublime Through March 9 at the San 

Francisco Museum of Modern Art. sfmoma.org. It will travel to the 

Whitney Museum of American Art in New York from April 9 to Aug. 

3, 2025, and the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery in D.C. 

from Sept. 19 to Feb. 22, 2026.
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MUSIC - CONCERTS

Tuesday, January 14, 
2025 at 7:30 pm

Highlighted by The New York Times as “a 
major artist of her generation,” world-re-
nowned mezzo-soprano Samantha 
Hankey makes Vocal Arts DC debut 
performing Schumann’s Dichterliebe with 
two-time GRAMMY nominated pianist 
Myra Huang.

Kennedy Center Terrace 
Theater 
1-800-444-1324
www.kennedy-center.org

www.vocalartsdc.org

VADC: Pre-
senting the 
beauty of song

$50

Mezzo-soprano, 
Samantha Hankey 
& pianist, Myra 
Huang
in recital with Vocal Arts 
DC

22-0776

The Guide to the Lively Arts appears: • Sunday in Arts & Style. deadline: Tues., 12 noon
• Monday in Style. deadline: Friday, 12 noon • Tuesday in Style. deadline: Mon., 12 noon • Wednesday in Style. deadline: Tues., 12 noon
• Thursday in Style. deadline: Wed., 12 noon • Friday in Weekend. deadline: Tues., 12 noon • Saturday in Style. deadline: Friday, 12 noon

For information about advertising, call Jason Samuel at 202-334-4776.
To reach a representative, call: 202-334-7006  |  guidetoarts@washpost.com

Michelle Singletary’s Money Milestones
Your decade-by-decade guide to finance.

Are you meeting your money milestones? Don’t stress. It’s never too late (or too early) to start

saving for a rainy day. Order Michelle Singletary’s Money Milestones at wapo.st/specials.

$9.99 plus shipping and handling
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Stay one step ahead of the weather with the

Capital Weather Gang

@capitalweather

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

sweater or tank top?
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Answers to last week’s L.A. Times Sunday puzzle.

l.a.  timeS Sunday Puzzle

ediTed by PaTTi VaroL aNd Joyce NicHoLs Lewis

CROSSwORd

siGN oF THe TiMes (dec. 22)

eight of santa’s reindeer cross each other in X shapes (cUPid, the 
only reindeer that isn’t crossing another, can be found at 1 across). 
The four letters in the reindeer crossings spell nOel.

Answers to last week’s puzzle.

“cLosiNG PerForMaNce: a MarcHiNG baNds MeTaPUZZLe” by eVaN birNHoLZ

   ROwS

1 • Revolutionary Guevara
• Opening

2 • Person behind the wheel
• Orchestra’s reference

3 • Kingdom
• Shade acquired at the beach

4 • Gets married in secret
• Works very hard

5 • Bit of stationery often used in 
studying for a test (2 wds.)

• Make a miscue
6 • Sneakers and high heels, e.g.

• Mysterious and unsettling
7 • She has a role to play

• Emerald City visitor
8 • Maker of foam darts

• Improvement in international 
relations

deCemBeR 29, 2024

Marching Bands is a variety crossword where answers are entered in Rows and Bands. Each Row contains two answers side by side; their clues are given in order, but you must 
determine the dividing points between them. The Band answers start in a lettered square (A-E) and wind around clockwise, ending in the space below that square.  

The final meta answer to these variety puzzles is a well-known song. (Acknowledgments to Mike Shenk.)

Puzzle 2

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Puzzle 1
 9 • Amber drink, at times
  • Oxymoronic situation where 

success and failure are 
equally likely (2 wds.)

 10 • Without a saddle, on a horse
  • Propel, as a small boat
 11 • Highest part of a Vegas suit
  • Prolonged, bitter feud

     BandS

 A • Less expensive
  • Deep bowls for serving soup
  • “The Voice of Space” painter 

Magritte
  • Whacked sharply, as flies
  • Campbell who played Julia 

Salinger on “Party of Five”
  • Beachside shelters
  • “Hypnotize U” band

Puzzle 3

1
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5

6

7

8

9
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11
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8

9

10

11

 B • Waterways with mouths
  • Atoll composition
  • Laugh ___ (hilarious thing)
  • Dweebish person
  • Tree trunk tossed in the 

Highland Games
  • Obi-Wan portrayer Guinness
  • “Celebrity Skin” band
 C • ___ for the poor 

(charitable gifts)
  • Let loose
  • Peeled-off layer
  • “We’re number ___!”
  • Zig or zag
  • “I’ll Supply the Love” band
 D • Green pasta topping
  • Removed, as spam
  • “All Right Now” band
 E • Touches gently

   ROwS

1 • Outlaw-hunting groups
• Threw

2 • Vehicle in United’s fleet
• Subs’ detection systems

3 • “___ me to introduce myself”
• Shade of most school buses

4 • “It’s ___ personal”
• Jazz legend Fitzgerald

5 • Palindromic distress signal
• Securing strap (2 wds.)

6 • Rhyming synonym of “cache”
• Sedimentary source of sparks

7 • Cut out surgically
• Sitarists’ melodic patterns

8 • One “charmed” by music
• Book about one’s past

9 • Like one’s mother tongue
• Like last week’s bagels

 10 • Show of affection
  • Not sharp, as cheddar
 11 • Goes off course
  • “’Cause you know sometimes 

___ have two meanings” 
(“Stairway to Heaven” lyric, 
and a hint for solving the meta)

     BandS

 A • Control, as a demon would 
another’s body

  • Pulmonary organs
  • 60W lightbulb’s 60
  • Wines like pinot noir
  • Half asleep
  • Museum of Modern ___  

(New York City attraction)
  • Detects with sight or smell, say
  • “Rhythm Is a Dancer” band

 B • Highway divisions
  • Hot, like gamblers (3 wds.)
  • Item at a hardware store
  • Mojito’s sour garnish
  • Important molecule in  

starchy foods, briefly
  • Tailless cat
  • “Lateralus” band
 C • Like a battery that’s close to 

losing all charge
  • Demonstrate irritability
  • Hawaiian floral ring
  • Animals that raise kids
  • Musical set in Argentina
  • “Walkaway” band
 D • Flexible door joint
  • “This was my fault” (2 wds.)
  • “Detroit Rock City” band
 E • Former Subway slogan (2 wds.)

   ROwS

1 • Desert beast with humps
• Clumsy like a lummox

2 • Like tight turns that resemble 
a fastener of locks

• Mass unit symbolized as g
3 • Globe, e.g.

• Steps in a Brazilian nightclub
4 • PC log-in need (2 wds.)

• Pueblo architecture material
5 • Least common

• To no ___ (ineffectively)
6 • No longer dreaming

• Person trafficking in gossip
7 • ___ Speaker (former address 

for Nancy Pelosi)
• “Wow, that’s so cool!” (2 wds.)

8 • Cutting device in a deli
• In ___ (not yet born)

 9 • Cornish once on NPR
  • Didn’t let go (2 wds.)
 10 • Slip-up in judgment
  • Contribute, as blood or money
 11 • Jenna’s role on “The Office”
  • Feral horses, or Ford pony cars

     BandS

 A • “My wish ___ true!”
  • Bakery purchase
  • Narrator of “Moby-Dick”
  • Makes amends (for)
  • Winged insect
  • ___ cum laude (academic 

honor that means “with 
highest distinction”)

  • State of matter formed when 
the atoms in a gas are ionized

  • “Tom Sawyer” band

 B • Substance filling a balloon
  • Contact electronically
  • One consulting the Talmud
  • Deck with the Magician
  • Some battery terminals
  • Musical Abdul or Cole
  • “I Wanna Be Somebody” 

band
 C • “Fancy meeting you ___!”
  • Mount Fito’s island nation
  • Provoke
  • “Wandering and Learning” 

Swiss girl of kid lit
  • “Abandon” band
 D • Get ___ of (eliminate)
  • Thrilling experience
  • “The Distance” band
 E • Miss work or school, say  

(2 wds.)

This week, Horoscopes can be found on Page e4.

HOROSCOPe

—— Weddings ——

Amanda Victoria Dillehay Marries Ankur Mohan Razdan
May 23, 2024

Mrs. Lorraine Kelly of San Antonio, Texas and Mr. David 
Dillehay of Clear Lake, Texas are pleased to announce the
wedding of their daughter, Dr. Amanda Victoria Dillehay, to
Ankur Mohan Razdan, which took place on May 23rd, 2024.
The groom’s parents are Mrs. Gina McCafferty Razdan of 
Fountain Hills, Arizona and Dr. Anshuman Razdan of Eu-
gene, Oregon. The couple were wed at a small ceremony at
the National Cathedral grounds in Washington, D.C. A wider
celebration which included family and friends took place
on October 12th of this year. Amanda (PhD, Loyola Univer-
sity Maryland) serves as Operations Manager at City Dogs
& City Kitties Rescue, and attends the D.C. 3rd Ward of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on 16th St NW. 
Ankur (BA, University of Arizona) serves as Development
Manager for Politics & Civic Engagement at CASA. The cou-
ple met as next door neighbors in Washington’s Glover Park 
neighborhood. The merging of their households includes their
dogs Clyde and Earl Gray, as well as Aslin and Gabriela, who
passed on over the course of the year and who now reside 
with the family in spirit along with Amanda’s soul-dog Bailey.

Announce your Engagement, Wedding or Anniversary in The Washington Post’s 

Sunday Arts & Style Section. (Birthdays, Graduations & other Special Events  

have moved to Thursdays.) You may provide text and photos. Color is available. 

Many packages include keepsake plaques of your announcement. 

To place an order and for more information, including rates:

Contact The Weddings DropBox at: weddings@washpost.com

Or call 202.334.5736, toll free 877.POST.WED, fax 202.334.7188

All materials must be received by Monday at 1 p.m.

Declare Your Love!

Tip #2:

Getting married 
away from home? 
Travel two days 
or more before 
the ceremony to 
be sure you’re 
there in time.
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phone: 202-334-5736 
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sweater or tank top?

stay one step ahead of the weather with the

Capital weather Gang

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang • @capitalweather
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DISTRICT
AMC Georgetown 14

   3111 K Street NW    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 4:15-8:20
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 
10:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:45-1:30-7:30-10:15
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
CC: 4:30
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 2:15-5:20-
8:00-11:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
10:35-4:05-7:20-9:55
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:15-11:30-
12:55-4:50-7:20-9:45
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
10:10-1:15-3:15-4:25-6:20-7:35-
8:30-9:30-10:45
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 12:40-4:00-
7:15-10:30
Queer (R)  CC: 6:45
Babygirl (R)  CC: 1:50-4:40-
7:50-9:50
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-
2:10
Mufasa: The Lion King: The 
IMAX Experience (PG)  CC: 10:00-
1:00-7:00
Nosferatu: The IMAX Experience 
(R)  CC: 10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 3:20-6:15
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG)  CC: 4:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG)  CC: 
11:30-3:00
Wicked (PG)  OC: 12:45-5:00
Kraven the Hunter (R)  OC: 10:35
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:10-11:45-12:40-2:30-5:15-
6:30-9:15
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:10-2:00-9:00
Nosferatu (R)  OC: 11:15AM
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  OC: 1:25
Babygirl (R)  OC: 11:05AM

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
DC Bryant Street

   630 Rhode Island Avenue NE   

Wicked (PG) 10:30-2:30-6:30-
10:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 3:50
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 9:20-
12:35-7:00
Nosferatu (R) 10:15
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:30-
4:30-7:30-10:40
Moana 2 (PG) 9:45-3:45-7:45-
10:45
Babygirl (R) 9:55-1:00-4:05-7:15
Wicked (PG) 3:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:20-
1:25-6:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 10:45
Nosferatu (R) 10:00-1:45-4:30-
6:45-8:00-9:15
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 1:30
Moana 2 (PG) 12:45
Babygirl (R) 10:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
11:35AM
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 2:45
Nosferatu (R) 12:00

Angelika Pop-Up at  
Union Market

   550 Penn Street NE - Unit E    

Wicked (PG) 12:00-3:25-6:45
Anora (R) 2:05-7:10
A Complete Unknown (R) 
1:00-4:00
Flow (PG) 12:00-5:00

Avalon Theatre
   5612 Connecticut Avenue    

A Complete Unknown (R) 10:30-
1:30-4:30-7:30
Babygirl (R) 11:30-2:15-5:00-7:45

Landmark  
Atlantic Plumbing Cinema

   807 V Street Northwest    

Wicked (PG) 1:10-4:30-7:45
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
4:10-6:45
Nosferatu (R) 1:25-4:20-7:10
Emilia Perez (R) 6:30
Gladiator II (R) 1:00-4:00-7:00
Babygirl (R) 1:50-4:50-7:20
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 1:40
Wallace & Gromit: Vengeance 
Most Fowl (PG) 2:00-4:40

Landmark E Street Cinema
   555 11th Street Northwest    

Wicked (PG) 12:15-7:25
Nosferatu (R) 12:00-7:00
Anora (R) 1:25-7:45
A Complete Unknown (R) 1:00-
2:00-7:15-8:15
Flow (PG) 1:15
The Seed of the Sacred Fig (PG-
13) 12:00-3:15-6:30
Queer (R) 6:45
Babygirl (R) 12:30-7:30
Wicked (PG) 3:45
Nosferatu (R) 3:00
Anora (R) 4:30
A Complete Unknown (R) 
4:00-5:00
Queer (R) 3:25
Babygirl (R) 3:30

Regal Gallery Place
   701 Seventh Street Northwest    

Wicked (PG) 10:30-12:10-2:20-
3:40-7:20-10:10
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13) 10:05
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
3:50-10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:00-12:00-3:00-5:00-6:00-
9:10-10:50
Nosferatu (R) 11:10-5:40-7:30-
8:50-10:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:40-
4:10-6:50-9:40
Moana 2 (PG) 11:20-2:10-5:10-
10:20

A Complete Unknown (R) 11:30-
2:50-6:30-9:50
Gladiator II (R) 10:45-2:25-5:50
Babygirl (R) 10:10-1:10-6:40-9:30
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
10:00-1:00-7:00
Wicked (PG) 6:20
Kraven the Hunter (R) 9:20
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:20-
10:50-11:50-1:20-1:50-2:40-4:20-
4:50-6:10-7:10-9:00-11:00
Nosferatu (R) 2:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 1:30
Moana 2 (PG) 7:40
Babygirl (R) 4:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
2:00-8:00

MARYLAND
AFI Silver  

Theatre Cultural Center
   8633 Colesville Road    

A Complete Unknown (R)  OC: 
1:30
Nosferatu (R) 12:15-3:00-6:00-
8:45
A Complete Unknown (R) 
4:20-7:15
The Seed of the Sacred Fig (PG-
13) 1:15-4:30-7:45

AMC Academy 8
   6198 Greenbelt Road    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 10:15-1:00-4:10-
7:10-10:10
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 4:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
11:15-12:00-2:00-4:50-5:30-
7:40-10:20
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
10:00-1:00-2:45-4:00-8:15-10:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:20-1:20-
4:30-7:30-10:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 6:45
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:30-1:40-
4:30-7:50-10:40
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
10:10-1:15-4:20-7:25-10:30
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 10:15-9:30
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 7:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  OC: 1:30

AMC Annapolis Mall 11
   1020 Annapolis Mall Road   

Wicked (PG)  CC: 9:10-11:30-3:00-
6:30-9:25
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 11:15
The Lord of the Rings: The War 
of the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 
11:10AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
3:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
9:30-12:20-6:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 9:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
3:35-6:15
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 9:00-11:00-
1:45-4:15-6:45-9:05
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
9:40-12:50-4:00-7:10-10:00
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 3:20-8:00-
10:20
Babygirl (R)  CC: 2:45-5:30-8:15-
11:00
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 9:15-2:20
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
5:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
11:20-12:40-2:10-4:50-6:40-7:30-
9:15-10:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
1:20-4:10-7:00-9:50
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 1:30-4:35-
7:45-10:45
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  OC: 12:45
Babygirl (R)  OC: 12:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  OC: 
10:00AM
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  OC: 
10:30AM
Nosferatu (R)  OC: 10:20AM

AMC Center Park 8
   4001 Powder Mill Road    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 12:15-3:15-
6:15-9:15
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 10:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:00-11:30-2:15-3:15-5:00-7:45-
8:45-10:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:00-12:30-4:30-6:00-10:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:30-1:30-
4:30-7:30-10:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
10:15-1:15-4:15-7:15
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 12:45-3:45-
6:45-9:45
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
10:00-1:00-4:00-7:00-10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 1:45-7:15

AMC Columbia 14
   10300 Little Patuxent Parkway    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 9:25-12:15-3:45-
6:30-9:45
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 
6:50-9:50
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 10:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
9:30-12:15-6:00-9:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
CC: 3:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 9:40-12:45-
3:45-6:45-9:45
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
11:15-4:45-7:25-10:10
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:45-1:30-
4:00-7:15-9:30
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
11:45-3:10-6:40-9:50
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 11:45-3:10-
6:30-9:50
Babygirl (R)  CC: 10:40-1:30-4:20-
7:10-9:55
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 10:10-
1:00-3:45

Mufasa: The Lion King: The 
IMAX Experience (PG)  CC: 10:00-
1:00-7:00
Moana 2 3D (PG)  CC: 9:45-
2:45-5:15
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 2:00-8:00
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG)  CC: 4:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG)  CC: 
11:15-7:45
Bloody Axe Wound CC: 10:05
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  OC: 2:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:45-1:00-4:30-6:30-7:15
Nosferatu: The IMAX Experience 
(R) 10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  OC: 
1:45-3:40
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
OC: 5:00

AMC DINE-IN Rio Cinemas 18
   9811 Washingtonian Center    

National Lampoon's Christmas 
Vacation (PG-13)  CC: 9:30AM
The Polar Express (G)  CC: 12:00
Wicked (PG)  CC: 11:45-3:15-
7:00-10:30
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 3:30-
7:40-10:45
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 12:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:00-12:45-3:30-6:15-9:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
9:30-12:30-3:30-6:30-9:30-10:15
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:15-1:30-
4:45-7:50-11:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
11:15-2:00-4:40-6:00-9:00
Red One (PG-13)  CC: 9:15AM
Baby John (NR) 6:45
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:45-1:15-
3:45-6:15-9:00
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
10:00-4:30-7:45-11:00
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 9:10-12:30-
3:50-7:10-10:45
Wicked 3D (PG)  CC: 10:45-
6:00-9:45
Babygirl (R)  CC: 10:45-1:45-4:45-
7:30-11:00
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
1:45-4:30-7:15-10:00-10:50
Mufasa: The Lion King: The 
IMAX Experience (PG)  CC: 10:00-
1:00-7:00
Moana 2 3D (PG)  CC: 9:00-11:45-
2:15-5:00-7:30-10:00
Nosferatu: The IMAX Experience 
(R)  CC: 10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 11:00-2:00-5:00-8:00
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG)  CC: 4:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG)  CC: 2:15
Bloody Axe Wound  CC: 10:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
9:15-11:00-12:00-1:45-2:45-4:30-
5:30-7:15-8:10-10:00
A Complete Unknown (R)  OC: 
1:15

AMC Magic Johnson  
Capital Center 12
   800 Shoppers Way    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 11:30-3:00-
6:30-9:15
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 8:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
11:15-12:15-1:15-2:00-4:00-4:45-
6:00-6:45-7:30-9:30-10:15
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
2:00-3:00-5:00-8:45
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 12:30-3:45-
7:00-10:05
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 1:00-
3:45-6:30-10:00
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 12:15-2:45-
5:15-7:45-10:15
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
12:00-3:10-6:20-9:30
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 11:15-9:00
Babygirl (R)  CC: 11:30-2:15-5:00-
6:15-10:30
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 7:45
Mufasa: The Lion King: The 
IMAX Experience (PG)  CC: 1:00-
7:00-10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 11:00AM
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG)  CC: 4:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG)  CC: 2:40

AMC Montgomery 16
   7101 Democracy Boulevard   

Wicked (PG)  CC: 11:45-3:15-
6:15-9:50
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 
1:15-10:30
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 3:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
3:15-9:15
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
9:30-12:20-6:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 9:45-12:15-
3:30-6:45-8:15-10:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
11:30-2:15-5:00-7:45-10:30
Red One (PG-13)  CC: 9:30-
12:30-4:15
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:45-1:15-
3:45-6:45-9:15
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
10:00-2:45-4:00-7:15-9:00-10:15
Flow (PG) 9:30AM
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 10:00-1:30-
4:45-6:45-10:00
Babygirl (R)  CC: 10:15-1:15-4:15-
7:45-10:30
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 10:30-
1:15-4:00-7:00-9:45
Bloody Axe Wound CC: 10:30
Kraven the Hunter (R)  OC: 7:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
9:30-10:30-11:15-12:00-1:15-2:00-
4:45-6:15-7:30-10:15

Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
10:00-11:15-1:00-4:00-5:00-7:00-
8:00-10:00
A Complete Unknown (R)  OC: 
1:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG) 
4:15-7:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
OC: 2:10

AMC St. Charles Town Ctr 9
   11115 Mall Circle    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 11:30-3:00-
6:30-9:45
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 9:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
11:15-12:30-2:00-3:00-4:45-
7:30-9:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:45-1:00-4:00-7:00-10:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 12:30-3:30-
6:30-10:15
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
11:30-2:15-5:00-7:45
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:30-2:45-
5:15-7:45-10:30
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
11:45-3:15-6:30-10:00
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 8:45
Babygirl (R)  CC: 12:45-3:30-
6:15-10:15
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 5:45

Cinemark Egyptian 24 and XD
   7000 Arundel Mills Circle   

Wicked (PG) 8:40-11:50-3:30-
3:50-7:05-7:25-10:40-11:05
Kraven the Hunter (R) 4:45-
7:50-11:15
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13) 10:25AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:45-
1:40-4:35-7:30-10:25
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  XD: 
10:00-3:50-6:45-9:40
Nosferatu (R) 9:25-10:05-12:35-
3:45-4:25-6:55-7:35-10:05-10:45
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 8:45-9:10-
2:40-5:25-8:10-10:55
Baby John (NR) 2:55-6:30-10:15
Moana 2 (PG) 8:30-8:55-11:10-
11:40-2:20-4:30-5:00-7:10-7:40-
9:50-10:20
A Complete Unknown (R) 8:50-
9:40-1:00-3:30-4:20-6:50-7:40-
10:10-11:00
Gladiator II (R) 9:05-12:30-7:20-
10:45
Babygirl (R) 8:40-11:30-5:10-
8:00-10:50
Homestead (PG-13) 9:50-12:45-
6:40-9:35
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
XD: 12:55
Wicked Sing-Along (PG) 8:40-
12:20-4:00-7:40-11:20
Wicked (PG) 12:15
Kraven the Hunter (R) 1:35
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
8:30-9:20-9:45-11:15-12:05-12:40-
2:50-3:35-5:05-5:35-6:35-8:05-
8:30-9:25-10:55-11:25
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:30-2:25
Nosferatu (R) 1:15
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
8:35-9:00-10:30-11:00-11:55-4:20-
4:50-5:20-7:15-7:45-8:15-10:10-
10:40-11:10
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 11:55AM
Moana 2 (PG) 1:50
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:10
Gladiator II (R) 3:55
Babygirl (R) 2:20
Homestead (PG-13) 3:40
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
1:55
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  XD: 
10:15-1:10-4:05-7:00-9:55; 2:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 1:25

Cinépolis Gaithersburg
   629 Center Point Way   

Wicked (PG) 11:30-3:30-7:30-9:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:00-
12:00-1:15-3:00-4:30-6:15-7:45
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:45-12:30-2:00-7:00-10:15
Nosferatu (R) 11:15-2:30-6:00-
9:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 5:15-
10:30
Moana 2 (PG) 10:00-1:00-3:45-
6:30-8:30
A Complete Unknown (R) 11:00-
2:30-6:00-9:45
Gladiator II (R) 9:15
Babygirl (R) 11:45-2:45-5:45-9:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
3:45

Greenbelt Cinema
   129 Centerway   

A Complete Unknown (R) 5:00
Babygirl (R) 2:15-5:15
A Complete Unknown (R) 2:00

Landmark  
Bethesda Row Cinema
   7235 Woodmont Avenue    

Wicked (PG) 12:00-3:30-7:10-9:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 12:10-
2:45-5:00-7:25-10:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 1:30-
4:20-6:50-10:20
Nosferatu (R) 4:00-7:00-9:50
Moana 2 (PG) 12:20-2:30-4:45-
7:20-10:00
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:30-
4:30-6:30-7:30-9:45
Babygirl (R) 1:15-4:15-7:15-10:15
Wicked (PG) 2:45
Nosferatu (R) 1:00
A Complete Unknown (R) 
11:45AM

Landmark at  
Annapolis Harbour Center

   2474 Solomons Island Road Unit H-1   

Wicked (PG) 12:00-3:50-7:20
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 1:50-
4:30-6:00-7:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
2:15-4:45-7:30

Nosferatu (R) 2:00-4:50
Moana 2 (PG) 12:20-2:45-5:05-
7:25
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:05-
1:00-3:05-4:00-7:00
Emilia Perez (R) 6:10
Wallace & Gromit: Vengeance 
Most Fowl (PG) 1:20
Babygirl (R) 1:45-4:40
Nosferatu (R) 7:40
Babygirl (R) 7:15

Phoenix Theatres Marlow 6
   3899 Branch Avenue    

Kraven the Hunter (R) 12:00-10:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:30-
11:30-12:55-2:00-3:00-4:30-5:30-
7:00-8:00-9:00-9:35
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:00-1:45-4:30-6:15-7:15-10:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:45-
1:30-4:00-6:30-9:05
Moana 2 (PG) 11:45-2:15-4:45-
7:15-9:45
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
3:30

Regal Cinemas  
Majestic Stadium 20 & IMAX

   900 Ellsworth Drive    

Wicked (PG) 9:55-10:40-11:40-
1:35-2:25-3:25-5:25-6:20-7:20-
9:30-10:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
10:45-11:30-11:50-12:20-12:50-
1:40-2:10-2:30-3:00-3:35-4:00-
4:35-5:05-5:40-6:10-6:40-7:10-
7:40-8:10-9:20-10:20-10:45
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:00-12:10-1:10-3:20-4:20-6:30-
7:30-9:40-10:40
Nosferatu (R) 9:50-1:15-4:45-
8:00-9:50
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 2:50-
5:45-8:40
Moana 2 (PG) 10:25-1:00-3:55-
6:45-9:45
Gladiator II (R) 10:30-2:00-
5:30-9:10
Babygirl (R) 11:15-12:45-6:50-
10:00
Homestead (PG-13) 10:15-1:05-
10:55
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
Experience (PG) 12:40-7:00-10:10
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
10:20-1:30-4:40-7:50-11:00
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG) 3:50
Wicked Sing-Along (PG) 
4:25-8:20
Everybody Loves Jenifa 10:10-
1:25-4:55-8:30
Kraven the Hunter (R) 8:45
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 12:00
Babygirl (R) 3:45

Regal Germantown
   20000 Century Boulevard    

Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 2:50
Nosferatu (R) 12:30-3:40-6:50-
10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
4:10-10:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:50-12:30-1:10-3:30-5:50-6:30-
7:10-8:50-9:30

Regal Hyattsville Royale
   6505 America Boulevard    

Wicked (PG) 10:30-2:30-6:20-
10:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:20-
12:10-1:10-4:00-5:50-6:50-9:50
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 2:20
Nosferatu (R) 12:20-7:10-10:20
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 3:00-9:00
Moana 2 (PG) 10:50-1:30-4:30-
7:20-10:10
A Complete Unknown (R) 11:10-
2:40-6:00-9:20
Gladiator II (R) 8:30
Babygirl (R) 10:40-1:40-4:40-
7:40-10:40
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
11:00AM
Kraven the Hunter (R) 5:20
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:00-1:00-4:20-7:30-10:30
Nosferatu (R) 3:50

Regal Laurel Towne Centre
   14716 Baltimore Avenue    

Wicked (PG) 10:30-2:15-6:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:15-
11:30-12:30-1:30-2:30-3:30-4:30-
5:30-7:30-8:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:00-12:50-2:00-3:50-6:00-
7:00-9:00
Nosferatu (R) 12:00-3:15-6:30-
9:40
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:40-
1:50-4:50-7:50
Moana 2 (PG) 12:15-3:00-9:50
A Complete Unknown (R) 
4:00-7:20
Gladiator II (R) 9:30
Babygirl (R) 10:50-1:40-7:40
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
5:00-8:00
Kraven the Hunter (R) 10:00-1:10-
4:10-7:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 6:40
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:40
Babygirl (R) 4:40

Regal Rockville Center
   199 East Montgomery Avenue    

Wicked (PG) 10:00-11:50-3:30-
7:00-9:10
Kraven the Hunter (R) 10:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:05-
10:50-11:40-12:40-1:30-2:30-3:20-
4:20-5:20-6:00-7:10-8:10-8:40
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:00-12:30-3:40-4:40-6:30-
7:30-9:20
Nosferatu (R) 10:10-1:20-4:30-
6:10-10:00
Moana 2 (PG) 10:30-1:00-4:00-
6:40-9:00
Gladiator II (R) 12:50-4:10-
6:45-9:55

Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
1:50-10:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:20
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:15-
1:25-4:05-7:20-10:45
A Complete Unknown (R) 
10:20-12:00-1:40-3:10-4:50-6:20-
8:00-9:30
Babygirl (R) 12:35-3:15-7:40-
10:40; 10:00AM

Regal Waugh Chapel
   1419 South Main Chapel Way   

Wicked (PG) 11:20-6:50-10:40
Kraven the Hunter (R) 9:20
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 9:40-
10:10-11:30-12:00-1:10-2:00-3:10-
4:00-5:40-6:20-7:20-8:30-10:20
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 9:30-
12:40-1:30-3:50-7:00-10:10
Nosferatu (R) 12:50-4:20-7:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:40-
7:40-10:30
Moana 2 (PG) 12:30-3:00-5:50-
8:20
A Complete Unknown (R) 3:20-
6:40-10:00
Gladiator II (R) 11:00-2:35
Wicked 3D (PG) 3:00
Babygirl (R) 1:00-4:10-7:10
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
Experience (PG) 11:50-6:00-9:10
Moana 2 3D (PG) 9:25AM
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
10:30-4:40-7:50
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG) 2:40
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 4:50
A Complete Unknown (R) 9:50AM

Regal Westview
   5243 Buckeystown Pike    

Wicked (PG) 11:20-3:00-6:45-9:40
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 9:00-
2:45-5:40-8:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
9:45AM
Nosferatu (R) 9:25-12:30-3:40-
7:10-10:15
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:00-
12:50-3:50-6:50-10:20
Moana 2 (PG) 10:20-1:10-3:55-
6:30-9:10
A Complete Unknown (R) 9:20-
12:40-4:10-7:30-10:10
Gladiator II (R) 9:50
Babygirl (R) 10:30-1:20-7:20-
10:45
Homestead (PG-13) 10:05-12:55-
3:45-6:55
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
Experience (PG) 10:45-4:35-
7:40-10:35
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
11:50AM
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG) 1:40
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 9:50-
12:45-3:40-6:40-7:00-9:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 9:10-
12:20-3:20-6:00-6:20-9:15
Nosferatu (R) 10:25-1:30-4:45-
8:10
Babygirl (R) 4:30
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
4:00-9:55
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
9:30-11:30-12:25-2:20-3:10-5:05-
8:00-9:00-10:50
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 1:00

iPic Pike & Rose
   11830 Grand Park Avenue    

Wicked (PG) 12:00-2:15-6:15-
10:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 12:15-
3:30-6:30-9:45
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:30-2:45-6:00-9:15
Nosferatu (R) 11:45-3:45-7:15-
10:45
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 11:15-
4:15-7:30-10:45
Moana 2 (PG) 11:45-2:45-5:45-
8:45
A Complete Unknown (R) 11:15-
3:15-7:00-10:45
Gladiator II (R) 11:00-3:00-6:45-
10:30

VIRGINIA
AMC Courthouse Plaza 8

   2150 Clarendon Boulevard   

Wicked (PG)  CC: 9:30-11:50-1:00-
3:20-6:50-10:20
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 10:50
The Lord of the Rings: The War 
of the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 
12:50-4:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:30-1:20-4:10-7:00-9:40
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:00-4:40-10:20
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:50-2:00-
5:00-8:00-11:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
10:10-4:30-7:10
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 9:50-12:20-
2:50-5:20-7:50-10:30
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
10:00-1:10-4:20-7:40-9:50
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 7:20-10:40
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 1:50-7:30

AMC Hoffman Center 22
   206 Hoffman Street    

The Polar Express (G)  CC: 4:00
Wicked (PG)  CC: 10:30-2:15-
6:00-9:45
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 1:00-
7:30-10:30
The Lord of the Rings: The War 
of the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 
9:25-3:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
9:00-12:00-6:15
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
CC: 3:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 9:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 9:20-
12:00-2:35-5:10-7:45-10:20

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
(PG)  CC: 9:00AM
Red One (PG-13)  CC: 4:00
Baby John (NR) 7:00
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:15-11:00-
1:30-4:00-6:30-9:00
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
9:30-4:00-7:15-10:30
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 9:00-12:30-
4:00-7:30-11:00
Wicked 3D (PG)  CC: 9:30-1:15-
5:00-8:45
Babygirl (R)  CC: 11:00-1:45-4:30-
7:15-10:00
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
1:45-4:20-7:00-9:45
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
Experience (PG)  CC: 10:00-1:00-
7:00-10:15
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 12:00-6:00-8:00-11:00
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG)  CC: 4:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG)  CC: 
9:00-12:30-4:00-6:30-10:15
Bloody Axe Wound CC: 10:45
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
9:30-10:00-10:30-11:30-12:35-
1:00-1:30-2:30-3:10-4:00-4:30-
5:30-6:40-7:00-7:30-8:30-9:30-
10:00-10:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
9:00-9:30-11:00-11:30-12:30-2:00-
2:30-3:30-5:00-5:30-6:30-8:30-
9:00-9:30
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:30-12:45-
1:30-4:30-7:30-10:30
A Complete Unknown (R)  OC: 
12:45

AMC Potomac Mills 18
   2700 Potomac Mills Circle    

The Polar Express (G)  CC: 
10:45AM
Wicked (PG)  CC: 10:50-12:30-
4:00-7:45-9:30
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 
7:45-10:50
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 4:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
9:30-12:15-5:45-8:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
CC: 3:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:00-1:10-
4:20-7:00-7:30-10:00-10:40
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 9:40-
2:00-4:45-7:30-10:20
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
(PG)  CC: 1:20
Baby John (NR) 7:20
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:30-1:15-
3:45-6:30-9:15
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
12:15-3:30-6:40-10:10
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 10:40-12:20-
3:50-7:20-10:40
Babygirl (R)  CC: 11:00-1:45-4:30-
7:15-10:15
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-
12:45-3:30-6:15-9:10
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
Experience (PG)  CC: 10:00-1:00-
7:00-10:00
Moana 2 3D (PG)  CC: 9:30-12:00-
2:40-5:15
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 9:40-12:30-3:40-9:30
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG)  CC: 4:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG)  CC: 
2:30-6:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:00-10:45-11:30-12:45-1:30-
2:20-3:30-5:00-6:15-7:45-9:00-
10:40
Bloody Axe Wound CC: 11:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:00-5:00-8:00-11:00; 2:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 4:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 6:40

AMC Shirlington 7
   2772 South Randolph Street    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 12:00-3:30-
7:10-9:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
11:30-2:10-4:50-7:30-10:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
10:30-4:10-9:50
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:20-1:25-
4:40-7:50-11:00
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 11:00-1:30-
4:00-6:30-10:45
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
10:00-1:10-4:30-7:40-10:50
Babygirl (R)  CC: 10:40-1:30-4:20-
7:10-10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 1:20-7:00

AMC Tysons Corner 16
   7850e Tysons Corner Center    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 11:40-3:15-
6:50-10:30
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 
3:25-9:40
The Lord of the Rings: The War 
of the Rohirrim (PG-13)  CC: 
9:15-6:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
9:25-12:15-6:00-9:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
CC: 3:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:15-1:25-
4:35-7:50-11:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 
10:50-4:35-7:20-10:05
Red One (PG-13)  CC: 9:45-12:30
Baby John (NR) 5:25-9:10
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 9:05-11:05-
1:40-4:30-7:10-9:45
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
9:10-12:25-3:40-6:55-10:20
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 10:10-4:15-
7:35-10:55
Wicked 3D (PG)  CC: 12:40
Babygirl (R)  CC: 10:25-4:20-
7:15-10:10
Homestead (PG-13)  CC: 10:55-
1:50-4:45-7:40
Mufasa: The Lion King: The 
IMAX Experience (PG)  CC: 10:00-
1:00-7:00

Nosferatu: The IMAX Experience 
(R)  CC: 9:55
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 9:00-12:00-6:10
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG)  CC: 4:00
Wicked Sing-Along (PG)  CC: 1:45
Bloody Axe Wound CC: 10:35
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:25-11:15-1:15-2:20-3:20-4:15-
5:10-7:05-8:00-9:35-10:10-10:45
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:00-2:00-4:55-7:55-10:50
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  OC: 1:45
Babygirl (R)  OC: 1:30

AMC Worldgate 9
   13025 Worldgate Drive    

Wicked (PG)  CC: 10:30-12:40-
4:20-6:30-9:00
Kraven the Hunter (R)  CC: 10:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  CC: 
10:30-1:15-4:00-6:45-9:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  CC: 
11:00-12:45-4:30-10:00
Nosferatu (R)  CC: 10:00-1:00-
4:00-7:00-10:00
The Fire Inside (PG-13)  CC: 6:15
Moana 2 (PG)  CC: 10:15-1:55-
4:05-7:45
A Complete Unknown (R)  CC: 
11:30-2:45-6:00-9:15
Gladiator II (R)  CC: 11:45-3:00-
6:15-9:30
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
CC: 10:00-1:45-3:30-7:15

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
One Loudoun

   20575 Easthampton Plaza   

Wicked (PG) 10:30-2:30-6:15-9:05
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 9:30-
12:35-3:50-10:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 7:00
Nosferatu (R) 10:15
Moana 2 (PG) 10:45-1:35-4:45-
7:45-10:45
A Complete Unknown (R) 11:20-
3:00-6:30-10:00
Babygirl (R) 3:30-6:45-9:45
Wicked Sing-Along (PG) 5:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 11:00-
11:35-1:15-5:30-6:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:00-2:00-2:45-5:00-9:15
Nosferatu (R) 10:15-4:30-8:00-
8:30
Babygirl (R) 12:15
Nosferatu (R) 1:45

Angelika Film Center Mosaic
   2911 District Ave    

Wicked (PG) 10:30-1:45-4:00-
7:25-10:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 11:00-
1:35-4:05-6:40-9:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:45-1:30-4:10-7:00-9:45
Nosferatu (R) 10:20-1:15-4:10-
7:10-10:00
Anora (R) 10:40-5:15
Moana 2 (PG) 10:00-12:35-3:00-
5:25-7:45-10:00
A Complete Unknown (R) 10:15-
1:20-4:15-7:15-10:45
Babygirl (R) 10:05-2:00-4:45-
7:30-10:05
Wicked Sing-Along (PG) 
12:30-8:25

CMX Village 14
   1600 Village Market Boulevard   

Wicked (PG) 12:50-4:20-8:00
Wonka (PG) 4:35
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13) 11:00AM
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
12:20-3:00-6:00-8:40; 11:50-
12:20-1:50-2:30-3:00-5:15-6:00-
7:50-8:40
Nosferatu (R) 1:10-4:10-7:10
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 11:25-
2:15-4:50-7:25
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
(PG) 11:35-2:20
Red One (PG-13) 11:00AM
Moana 2 (PG) 11:05-1:30-4:00-
6:50
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:30-
3:50-7:00
Gladiator II (R) 5:00-8:30
Babygirl (R) 11:15-2:05-5:05-7:45
Homestead (PG-13) 1:55-8:05
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
5:10-7:50
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 11:20-
12:00-1:20-2:00-2:50-4:00-4:50-
5:30-6:30-7:30-8:15-9:00

Cinema Arts Theatre
   9650 Unit 14 Main St.    

Wicked (PG) 10:00-1:00-7:00-
10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 9:40-
12:00-2:30-7:30-9:45
Anora (R) 2:25-7:45-9:40
A Real Pain (R) 10:05-12:10-
2:05-6:00
Conclave (PG) 12:05-7:20
A Complete Unknown (R) 10:15-
1:15-7:15-10:00
Lake George (2024) 9:40-5:05
Babygirl (R) 9:50-12:05-2:35-
7:40-9:55
Wicked (PG) 4:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 5:00
A Real Pain (R) 4:05
A Complete Unknown (R) 4:15
Babygirl (R) 5:05

Cinemark Centreville
   6201 Multiplex Drive    

Wicked (PG) 8:05-11:30-6:50-
10:30
Kraven the Hunter (R) 10:45
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
8:20-8:45-10:25-11:05-11:45-1:10-
1:50-3:55-4:35-5:15-6:40-7:20-
8:00-9:25-10:05
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
8:40-10:00-11:40-1:00-4:00-7:00-
8:30-10:00
Nosferatu (R) 10:20-4:40-7:50-
11:00

The Fire Inside (PG-13) 8:10-
10:55-4:25-7:10-9:55
Moana 2 (PG) 9:00-11:40-5:00-
7:40-10:20
A Complete Unknown (R) 9:30-
4:10-7:30-10:50
Gladiator II (R) 4:55-8:20
Babygirl (R) 8:35-11:35-5:20-
8:10-11:00
Homestead (PG-13) 8:00-11:00-
2:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
5:30
Wicked (PG) 3:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 2:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 2:35
Nosferatu (R) 1:30
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 1:40
Moana 2 (PG) 2:20
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:50
Babygirl (R) 2:25

Cinemark Fairfax Corner and XD
   11900 Palace Way    

Wicked (PG) 10:25-11:50-3:25-
7:10-10:00
Kraven the Hunter (R) 11:00
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13) 9:05AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 8:45-
11:30-2:15-5:00-7:45
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  XD: 
10:30-4:20-7:15-10:10
Nosferatu (R) 9:55-12:20-1:05-
3:30-4:15-6:40-7:25-9:50-10:35
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 9:00-
11:25-2:15-5:05-7:55-10:55
Baby John (NR) 10:35-2:10-
6:00-9:45
Moana 2 (PG) 8:45-2:00-4:40-
7:20-10:45
A Complete Unknown (R) 
8:55-12:15-12:50-3:35-4:10-6:55-
7:40-10:15
Gladiator II (R) 10:30
Babygirl (R) 8:40-11:30-2:20-5:10-
8:00-10:50
Homestead (PG-13) 9:50AM
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG)  
XD: 1:25
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  XD: 
10:15-1:10-4:05-7:00-9:55
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:00-3:50-6:45-9:40
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
12:55
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:45-
1:40-4:35-7:30-10:20

Regal Ballston Quarter
   671 North Glebe Road   

Wicked (PG) 10:40-2:30-6:20-
10:10
Kraven the Hunter (R) 10:00
The Lord of the Rings: The War of 
the Rohirrim (PG-13) 9:20
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:20-
11:00-12:10-1:00-2:00-3:00-4:00-
5:00-6:10-7:20-8:20-10:20
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:10-12:40-2:20-5:30-7:00-8:40
Nosferatu (R) 12:20-3:30-7:40-
10:50
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:50-
1:50-5:00-8:00-11:00
Moana 2 (PG) 10:35-1:40-4:40-
7:50-10:45
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:00-
3:40-7:10-10:30
Gladiator II (R) 11:20-2:40-6:30
Babygirl (R) 10:30-1:30-4:30-
7:30-10:40
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
3:50-10:00

Regal Dulles Town Center
   21100 Dulles Town Circle   

Wicked (PG) 10:50-3:00-7:10-9:40
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
11:00-12:50-1:50-3:50-4:40-5:40-
6:40-7:30-8:30-10:20
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:30-1:00-2:30-4:00-7:00-10:00
Nosferatu (R) 12:20-3:10-6:20-
10:30
Moana 2 (PG) 11:20-2:20-5:00-
7:50-10:40
Gladiator II (R) 9:50

Regal Fairfax Towne Center
   4110 West Ox Road   

Wicked (PG) 11:10-2:50-6:30-9:40
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 11:20-
12:50-2:20-4:00-5:20-7:00-10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:40-12:20-1:30-4:30-6:20-7:30
Nosferatu (R) 1:10-4:20-7:40
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 2:10-
5:00-7:50
Moana 2 (PG) 11:00-1:40-4:10-
6:50-9:20
A Complete Unknown (R) 10:50-
12:30-3:50-7:20
Gladiator II (R) 9:30
Babygirl (R) 12:40-3:40-6:40-9:50
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
3:20
Kraven the Hunter (R) 8:20

Regal Fox
   22875 Brambleton Plaza    

Wicked (PG) 1:40; 10:55-2:30-
6:10-9:40
Kraven the Hunter (R) 11:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 11:00-
4:50-7:40-10:30
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:50-4:50-8:00
Nosferatu (R) 12:20-3:40-7:20-
10:40
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 10:10-
1:10-4:10-7:15-10:15
Baby John (NR) 1:20-5:20-9:20
Moana 2 (PG) 10:20-11:30-2:20-
4:20-5:10-6:50
A Complete Unknown (R) 11:20-
3:00-6:30-10:00
Gladiator II (R) 7:50-9:35
Babygirl (R) 10:30-1:30-4:30-
7:30-10:30
Homestead (PG-13) 9:50-10:45
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
Experience (PG) 9:40-12:40-
7:00-10:10

Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
1:50
Mufasa: The Lion King: The IMAX 
3D Experience (PG) 3:50
Wicked Sing-Along (PG) 10:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
9:30-10:00-12:20-12:50-1:30-2:00-
3:10-4:00-5:30-6:20-7:10-8:20-
9:10-10:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:40-6:00
Pushpa 2: The Rule (NR) 12:30-
5:00-9:25
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
2:40-9:00

Regal Kingstowne
   5910 Kingstowne Towne Center    

Wicked (PG) 12:30-2:00-4:30-
6:30-8:10-10:00
Kraven the Hunter (R) 10:50
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
2:40-8:50
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:50-6:00
Nosferatu (R) 12:40-3:50-7:00-
10:10
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 12:00-
3:10-6:10-9:10
Moana 2 (PG) 10:10-12:50-3:40-
6:50-9:30
A Complete Unknown (R) 11:30-
3:00-6:40-9:50
Gladiator II (R) 11:40-3:30-7:20
Babygirl (R) 10:30-1:20-4:10-
7:40-10:30
Homestead (PG-13) 11:10-2:30-
5:50-9:20
Wicked Sing-Along (PG) 11:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:00-
11:20-12:10-1:00-3:20-4:00-6:20-
7:10-9:40-10:20
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:20-1:10-2:50-7:30-9:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
4:20-10:40
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 10:40-
1:50-4:40-8:00-11:00; 5:30

Regal Springfield Town Center
   6859 Springfield Mall    

Wicked (PG) 10:20-2:00-5:50-9:40
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 
9:30-10:00-10:10-10:40-12:10-
12:50-1:40-3:30-4:00-4:50-6:30-
7:10-7:50-9:30-10:10-11:00
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
12:40-1:10-3:50-7:00-7:30-10:00
Nosferatu (R) 9:40-1:00-4:30-
7:40-10:50
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 11:00-
2:20-5:10-8:10
Moana 2 (PG) 9:50-10:30-1:20-
4:10-6:50-9:50
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:20-
3:40-7:20-10:40
Gladiator II (R) 11:30-3:00-6:40
Babygirl (R) 12:00-3:10-6:00-9:00
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
4:20-10:30
Kraven the Hunter (R) 10:20

Regal Virginia Gateway
   8001 Gateway Promenade Place   

Wicked (PG) 11:00-2:50-6:50
Kraven the Hunter (R) 10:10
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 9:00-
10:10-11:10-12:10-1:00-2:00-3:00-
4:10-5:10-6:10-7:10-8:20-9:10
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 9:20-
12:30-1:50-6:30-8:00
Nosferatu (R) 9:50-1:10-4:30-7:40
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 11:20-
2:20-5:20-8:10
Moana 2 (PG) 10:50-1:30-4:00-
6:40-9:20
A Complete Unknown (R) 11:50-
3:20-7:00-10:30
Gladiator II (R) 10:40-2:10-
6:00-9:40
Babygirl (R) 9:30-12:50-4:20-
7:20-10:20
Homestead (PG-13) 10:30-4:50
Mufasa: The Lion King 3D (PG) 
3:30-9:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 4:40
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
10:00-1:20-7:30

Reston, VA -  
LOOK Dine-in Cinema

   11940 Market Street   

Wicked (PG) 12:00-3:35-7:15
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 12:30-
6:00-8:50
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 
11:30-2:30-5:30
Nosferatu (R) 11:10-2:10-5:10-
8:30-10:30
Gladiator II (R) 7:00-10:20
The Fire Inside (PG-13) 1:20-8:15
Moana 2 (PG) 12:10-2:45-5:20-
8:00
Homestead (PG-13) 12:40-3:25-
6:15-9:00
A Complete Unknown (R) 12:20-
3:35-6:45-9:55
Flow (PG) 11:00AM
Mufasa: The Lion King (PG) 1:00-
3:45-6:30-9:20
Babygirl (R) 11:40-2:20-5:00-
7:45-10:30
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 11:20-
2:00-4:50-7:30-10:10
Kraven the Hunter (R) 3:05-4:00

Smithsonian -  
Airbus IMAX Theater

   14390 Air and Space Museum Parkway   

Journey to Space 10:20-2:55-5:05
Aircraft Carrier: Guardian of the 
Seas 12:35
Deep Sky: The IMAX Experience 
10:55-1:15-3:35
To Fly! 4:25

University Mall Theatres
   10659-A Braddock Road   

Wicked (PG) 1:00-7:00-10:00
Moana 2 (PG) 12:30-2:40-7:15-9:15
Wicked (PG) 4:00
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 12:10-
2:30-7:30-9:45
Moana 2 (PG) 4:50
Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG) 5:00

MOVIE DIRECTORY (!) No Pass/No Discount Ticket

Sunday, December 29, 2024

www.washingtonpost.com/movies
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Retropolis
Stories of the past, rediscovered.

washingtonpost.com/retropolis
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BY TOM SIETSEMA

DINING

Osteria Mozza

3276 M st. nW. 202-292-

4800. osteriamozzadc.com. 

open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 

through friday for lunch, 3 p.m. 

to 5 p.m. daily for midday 

menu, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

sunday through thursday and 

5 p.m. to 11 p.m. friday and 

saturday for dinner. Prices: 

dinner appetizers $8 to $33, 

pastas $16 to $68, main 

courses $34 to $175 (for 50-

ounce dry-aged porterhouse). 

Sound check: 79 decibels/

Must speak with raised voice. 

Accessibility: no barriers at 

entrance, but ramps are 

required to access the main 

dining room; the ground floor 

includes an ada-compliant 

restroom.

ning, and the wine list seems 
priced for moguls. A few dish-
es — bronzed arancini, octo-
pus with celery — are merely 
very good, which helps in win-
nowing the choices here. This 
is a small thing, but for such a 
detail-conscious establish-
ment, why the regular ice in-
stead of an artisanal block in 
the (otherwise good) Negro-
nis?

From Day 1, Osteria Mozza 
felt like a well-oiled machine. 
At the door, diners encounter 
a fleet of smiles to steer reser-
vation holders to the center of 
the room, home to the host 
lectern, or identify the avail-
able bar stools or tables close 
to the market. In preparation 
for launch, a clutch of Starr’s 
team went to work in Silver-
ton’s restaurants and the chef 
brought a bunch of her people 
to Washington. (Executive 
chef Jeremy Barragan has 
worked for his boss in Califor-
nia and abroad since 2010 and 
watches over a staff of 70 in 
the copper-fronted kitchen.) 
Rehearsals for the fresh face 
lasted a month. Not every new 
restaurant gets that benefit, 
but practice helps when 
you’re feeding up to 500 peo-
ple a weeknight, more on 
weekends. The TSA could 
learn from the restaurant’s 
gracious performance.

Christmas came early with 
the arrival of Osteria Mozza. 
And Christmas is expected to 
come again in February, when 
Starr introduces a retro sup-
per club in the former Occi-
dental space downtown. For 
the moment, he and Silverton 
are serving a generous help-
ing of soul-satisfying food, 
hospitality and ambiance — 
the whole package — that’s 
not just keeping people at the 
table, but polishing the city’s 
reputation as one of the coun-
try’s best places to eat.

mary and, yes, anchovy in the 
braised meat. Her California 
roots show in her focus on 
seasonality and vegetables in 
particular. Consider the brus-
sels sprouts. Instead of serv-
ing them whole or halved and 
fried or grilled, she offers 
them as a fluffy chiffonade 
tossed with almonds, pecori-
no and mint, an enlightened 
salad that prompted a typical-
ly articulate colleague to drop 
the f-bomb out of sheer joy 
and then re-create it at home 
during the holidays.

Look up from this delicious 
cooking and take in the scene, 
lit to flatter the crowd. New 
York-based Roman and Wil-
liams filled 20,000 feet of 
space with terrazzo floors, 
green- and caramel-colored 
seating, arched windows and 
a small market, part of the 
lease agreement, whose 
shelves are stocked with Sil-
verton-selected pastas, olive 
oils, condiments and more 
from producers or importers 
the chef actually knows. I’ve 
always arrived to a packed 
house. Michelle Obama has 
twice eaten in the handsome 
private dining room overlook-
ing the show on the ground 
floor, while Mitt Romney had 
a retirement party in the so-
larium.

Pizza was introduced at 
lunch and brunch after my 
last visit. Wisely, Silverton 
whipped up a different recipe 
for Washington, which lacks 
the wood-burning oven of her 
establishments out West. The 
local pies are said to be Ro-
man in style, lighter and airi-
er.

Silverton is one of the coun-
try’s best sweets makers and 
has a James Beard award to 
prove it. She was honored as 
Best Pastry Chef in 1990 (also 
Outstanding Chef in 2014). I 
know of no one who makes a 
finer butterscotch budino, its 
deep flavor created by burn-
ing the caramel and its rich-
ness offset with delicate rose-
mary cookies, reflecting Sil-
verton’s affinity for pairing 
sweet and savory in her des-
serts. The perfectionist says 
she gets bored by most tira-
misus by the third bite, so she 
created a dessert that sits tall 
on its plate and combines the 
moistness of tres leches with 
the delicacy of sponge cake. 
Her tiramisu combines 
ground coffee and ground 
nuts in the cake and places the 
traditional mascarpone atop 
the construction. Trust me, no 
one is bored eating this rein-
vention — just wistful, when 
the last spoonful disappears.

While I’m reluctant to stir 
you from this dream, duty re-
quires me to share a few dis-
appointments. Hundreds of 
revelers make for a loud eve-

kerchiefs of prosciutto, which 
gives you the world’s best, 
open-faced ham and cheese 
sandwich, but the $26 focac-
cia di Recco is sublime sans 
decoration. I never visit Oste-
ria Mozza, a spin-off of Silver-
ton’s same-named restaurant 
in Los Angeles, without 
launching a meal with this 
affordable luxury.

You’ll be encouraged to try 
something from the marble-
paved mozzarella bar, “the 
heart and soul of the restau-
rant,” says a docent, er, server. 
The kitchen imports its 
cheese from prime sources. 
I’ve yet to try a combination I 
wouldn’t return to, but I’d re-
turn fastest for a ball of burra-
ta on a raft of soft leeks sharp-
ened with a mustard vinai-
grette and crisped with toast-
ed breadcrumbs, also 
punched up with mustard.

A quick glance at the menu, 
which also borrows ideas 
from Silverton’s Chi Spacca 
and Pizzeria Mozza in Los An-
geles, reveals a lot of dishes 
you think you know. The 
snacks include arancini, the 
pastas embrace orecchiette 
with fennel sausage, and the 
secondi courses find cured, 
confit duck. Most are elevated 
versions of what you may have 
encountered elsewhere, at 
least locally. The extraordi-
nary richness of the audibly 
crisp duck has a fine foil in 
pear mostarda. The most nov-
el pasta is meatless: slippery 
coins of corzetti stampati, a 
fresh pasta from Liguria, 
paired with slices of seared 
eggplant, olives and a rich 
tomato sauce. Garlic and chile 
flakes — zing! — are added 
before the plate leaves the 
kitchen.

If a dish has anchovies or 
bread in it, order away. Say 
yes, then, to spaghetti alla Ca-
labrese, with Cantabrian an-
chovies marinated in bright 
lemon and parsley. Silverton 
jokingly calls a popular entrée 
“chicken bread” because the 
support beneath the roasted 
chicken — house-baked sour-
dough bread — absorbs some 
of the stock used to baste the 
chicken and becomes diners’ 
real object of fascination.

The chef says she’s not com-
ing in with recipes handed 
down by an Italian grand-
mother, but rather, food that 
“keeps people at the table” 
and an experience as much as 
anything else. (Who knew 
that the most intoxicating 
tuna salad around is lush fish 
inside a sweet and silky pep-
per?) “Italians love to be to-
gether,” says Silverton, the au-
thor of 11 cookbooks and nine 
restaurants around the world. 
Tender lamb neck in a moat of 
polenta tastes Old World; I 
love the hits of orange, rose-

collaboration that ranks up 
there with Taylor and Travis.

Hyperbole? Read on.
You may wonder how a 

handful of ingredients, baked 
in a deck oven, can create such 
a following. (Seven hundred 
people are on the wait list for 
dinner on any given night.) 
You wonder only until the 
marvel arrives on a pizza 
stand, two yeastless, strudel-
thin rounds of golden crust 
encasing a thin layer of deli-
cately tangy stracchino 
cheese. Named for the part of 
Italy where it originated — the 
city of Recco sits on the Liguri-
an Coast — this is a focaccia 
unlike any other in the city. 
You can gild the lily with top-
pings of aged Parmigiano 
Reggiano, Alba truffles, or 

Philadelphia restaurateur 
Stephen Starr and California 
chef Nancy Silverton weren’t 
well-acquainted when Starr 
approached her about open-
ing a place together in Wash-
ington three years ago. All 
Starr says he knew was that 
Silverton’s focaccia “blew me 
away” and would probably 
make a splash at his chosen 
location, the barn-size space 
previously filled by Dean & 
DeLuca in Georgetown.

Starr, whose contributions 
in the District include the 
popular Le Diplomate and St. 
Anselm, guessed right. No 
sooner did Osteria Mozza 
open in November than lines 
formed for Silverton’s focaccia 
di Recco — and, really, for just 
about every aspect of a genius 

Osteria Mozza is a joy from the start in Georgetown
Stephen Starr and 
Nancy Silverton 
bring a Midas 
touch to Italian 
dining room

Photos by deb Lindsey for the Washington Post

Restaurateur Stephen Starr and chef Nancy Silverton preview lunch options. Starr says all he knew about Silverton before asking her to collaborate was that her focaccia “blew me away.”

Among Osteria Mozza’s  dishes is a Caesar salad with egg, leek and anchovy crostini.



W
hen prospective home buyers 
come up empty-handed, seeing a 
“sold” sign on an ideal home that 
never showed up during their 
search rubs salt into the wound.

What’s frustrating to so many is these non-
public sales, often known as off-market list-
ings, shortcut the transparency that’s meant to 
inform the buying and selling process: every 
home that’s listed by a real estate agent and 
marketed to the public is supposed to be visible 
through one of the hundreds of databases 
known as Multiple Listing services (MLs).

now, an internal battle is heating up be-
tween real estate brokerages over off-market 
listings — just as the dust is starting to settle on 
commission rule changes triggered by lawsuits 
against brokerages and the national Associa-
tion of Realtors (nAR).

Unlike the commission overhaul, which pit-
ted home sellers against real estate giants, this 
fight resembles a clash of titans more than a 
rematch of Harry Potter vs. Lord Voldemort. 
And the eventual outcome could result in more 
off-market sales at a time when buyers are 
already slammed by housing scarcity and high 
prices.

At stake is an nAR rule enacted in 2019, 
known as the Clear Cooperation Policy (CCP), 
that requires agents to list a property on their 
MLs within one business day after marketing it 
to the public.

Under an off-market listing (also known 
more pejoratively as a pocket listing), an agent 
markets the property before putting it on the 
MLs — using back channels to expedite the 
deal between private parties. This tactic is 

see reAl estAte on G5

Real estate battle over 
secretive o≠-market 

listings heats up 

BY MICHELE LERNER

Brokerage giant Compass wants to expand non-public listings 
but is facing pushback from within the industry
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TechnoloGy

Some Waymo riders recount feeling 
like sitting ducks when strangers 

interfere with their self-driving
 robot chauffeur. G2

Social Media

Elon Musk’s messages on X blast to 
an audience far bigger than Donald 

Trump reaches on the platform, 
data analysis by The Post shows. G3
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BY DANIELLE ABRIL

Rising social media start-up Bluesky 
reached more than 25 million users in recent 
months, at one point adding a million users a 
day. Behind the scenes is a small team of 20 
people — who all work remotely.

Bluesky, which evolved from a Twitter 
research project to an independent entity in 
2022, chose remote work because it needed 
specialized engineers from north America 
and abroad, its executives say. employees 
write proposals that the team debates, look-
ing for holes in ideas. They gather in person 
one week a quarter and in smaller groups 
throughout the year to foster collaboration.

“When somebody tosses out an idea, I say, 
‘Write a proposal!’” said Paul Frazee, 
Bluesky’s chief technology officer, who said 
the company’s way of working makes him 
confident in remote work indefinitely. “In 
some ways, this was the only way we could do 
this,” added Rose Wang, Bluesky’s chief 
operations officer.

Almost five years after the pandemic 
forced many to work remotely or hybrid, 
companies across the country are wrestling 

see oFFIce on G5

In wake of office 
mandates, these 
places remodeled 
working remotely

BY EVAN HALPER

Technology companies racing for advan-
tage in artificial intelligence are struggling to 
find enough electricity to supply data centers 
— those massive, windowless buildings that 
contain thousands of computers running at 
once. A single facility often requires an entire 
city’s worth of energy. Data centers are 
projected to consume as much as 17 percent of 
all U.s. electricity by 2030.

With energy shortages threatening AI prog-
ress, tech leaders are investing in moonshot 
projects that aim to deliver huge amounts of 
power in just a few years. In many cases, these 
planned new energy sources would not even 
patch into existing power grids. Instead, they 
would feed directly into the data centers (and, 
in some cases, other nearby industrial plants) 
under exclusive agreements.

The Washington Post published articles 
this year on the rapid growth of data centers 
and the effects they are having on communi-
ties, energy supplies and the climate. 

For six projects that provide 

a glimpse of how the AI energy future 

might look, turn to G4

AI data center 
firms bet on 
moonshot energy 
technologies
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Conservative activists are turn-
ing to a new tool to fulfill their 
anti-“woke,” free-enterprise mis-
sion: pushing Fortune 100 com-
panies to convert some of their 
assets to bitcoin.

Since October, the National 
Center for Public Policy Research, 
a right-wing think tank, has filed 
shareholder proposals asking 
Microsoft and Amazon to consid-
er investing in bitcoin, arguing 
that would insulate the compa-
nies and their investors from in-
flation. More bitcoin proposals 
are on the way, the group says, 
while also arguing that advancing 
the adoption of bitcoin fits into 
their “pro-freedom” agenda be-
cause cryptocurrency largely op-
erates outside of the control of 
governments.

“There are concerns about the 
abuse of the financial markets to 
oppress citizens — and particu-
larly that this can cut in an 
 anti-conservative way,” said Ste-
fan Padfield, director of the cen-
ter’s Free Enterprise Project.

The new strategy comes amid a 
broad embrace of crypto by con-
servatives, including President-
elect Donald Trump, who told 
advocates in July that he intends 
to make the United States the 
“crypto capital of the planet,” with 
promises to take a much lighter 

regulatory approach to the vola-
tile market than the Biden admin-
istration has.

Crypto investors have spent 
hundreds of millions of dollars to 
influence lawmakers in Washing-
ton and elect pro-crypto candi-
dates this past election cycle. 
Trump and some of his Cabinet 
picks have financial interests in 
the industry, while the president-
elect has expressed interest in 
creating a national stockpile of 
bitcoin.

Rumble, a video platform pop-
ular with conservative influenc-
ers, announced in November that 
it would diversify its cash reserves 
with $20 million in bitcoin, about 
15 percent of its cash assets. In the 
announcement, Chris Pavlovski, 
Rumble’s chairman and CEO, cit-
ed “the election of a crypto-
friendly U.S. presidential admin-
istration and increased institu-
tional adoption.”

And long before the recent 
surge in bitcoin’s price, electric 
car marker Tesla invested $1.5 
billion in bitcoin, calling the pur-
chase a measure to diversify its 
holdings and maximize its re-
turns on cash. Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk, who is expected to wield 
significant influence in the sec-
ond Trump administration, has 
been an advocate for the crypto 
market.

Now activists who have railed 

against what they view as “woke” 
politics in corporate America are 
also pushing bitcoin.

In recent years, the National 
Center for Public Policy Research 
has filed numerous shareholder 
proposals and lawsuits meant to 
pressure companies into drop-
ping their DEI (diversity, equity 
and inclusion) and ESG (environ-
mental, social and governance) 
efforts, which the group consid-
ers to be part of the “the woke 
takeover of American corporate 
life.”

Bitcoin is a “nonpolitical” al-
ternative to those efforts that will 
better serve investors, said Ethan 
Peck, deputy director at the Free 
Enterprise Project.

Corporations have been too 
“content” to hold cash that could 
be undermined by inflation, he 
added. “So I thought that the best 
answer to that is bitcoin.”

Bitcoin, the first crypto curren-
cy, was rolled out in 2009 and 
used by early adopters as an alter-
native to government-issued 
money. Its value has swelled over 
the past two decades, thanks to 
increasing investor interest and 
mainstream recognition, such as 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission’s approval this year 
for bitcoin-based exchanged-
traded funds. Bitcoin’s price 
topped $100,000 per coin follow-
ing the election victory of Trump, 

although it has recently fallen 
below that benchmark.

That growth, however, has also 
come with punishing downcycles, 
most recently during a large-scale 
crypto crash in 2022: Bitcoin’s 
price plunged 66 percent from 
over $47,000 to around $16,000 
amid the collapse of multiple 
crypto firms, such as the ex-
change FTX. The asset’s volatility 
has earned it a reputation for 
being highly risky and specula-
tive, with its value supported 
mainly by the belief that it will 
continue appreciate in price.

Microsoft shareholders this 
month overwhelmingly voted 
down the National Center’s pro-
posal that the tech giant explore 
whether to invest 1 percent of 
assets into bitcoin. The vote came 
after the proposal was presented 
by Michael Saylor, co-founder 
and executive chairman of 
 MicroStrategy, a business soft-
ware company whose stock has 
gained more than 2,000 percent 
over the past five years largely 
because its massive and ongoing 
cryptocurrency investments — 
the company in a recent filing 
said it has about 439,000 bitcoins 
— have made it a proxy for confi-
dence in the crypto market.

“Microsoft can’t afford to miss 
the next technology wave — and 
bitcoin is that wave,” Saylor said 
in the roughly three-minute pre-

sentation to Microsoft sharehold-
ers, adding that popular and po-
litical support is building for the 
cryptocurrency.

MicroStrategy did not respond 
to a request for comment from 
The Washington Post.

He quoted Trump telling cryp-
to enthusiasts at July event to 
“never sell your bitcoin.”

The Amazon proposal, submit-
ted in December, asks the compa-
ny to explore whether to put some 
of its total assets — “even just 5%” 
— into bitcoin. As with the Micro-
soft proposal, it says that the 
company’s cash and bond re-
serves are being “debased” by in-
flation. Amazon reported about 
$585 billion in cash and similar 
assets at the end of the third 
quarter; 5 percent would come 
out to about $29.25 billion.

Peck said the National Center is 
negotiating a bitcoin proposal 
with another major company, 
which he declined to name, and 
has plans to soon file others. He 
also said that, to his knowledge, 
the National Center has not re-
ceived donations from any 
 pro-crypto groups, although he 
said his group might welcome 
new fundraising opportunities 
prompted by the recent bitcoin 
proposals and their publicity.

“We definitely had some talks 
internally [that] this might open 
up an avenue of other kinds of 

fundraisers,” Peck said. “But I’m 
not aware of anyone that has 
given money yet.”

Jason Helfstein, head of inter-
net research at research firm Op-
penheimer & Co., said that com-
panies holding bitcoin instead of 
cash could result in losses — and 
might be unnecessary since infla-
tion has cooled and as interest 
rates remain relatively high.

“We’re not going through an 
inflationary period right now in 
America,” Helfstein said. “Has 
Microsoft’s or Amazon’s or Meta’s 
or Alphabet’s cash become mean-
ingfully devalued in the past year? 
Relative to how much you could 
lose if bitcoin corrected? You have 
to look at both sides of this.”

But Dan Romanoff, a Morning-
star analyst, said bitcoin might be 
a useful hedge against inflation, 
even though gold is generally con-
sidered to be best asset for the job.

The price appreciation for both 
bitcoin and gold have outpaced 
inflation over the past five years, 
though bitcoin’s gains have been 
far greater. Although there is not a 
lot of historical data on crypto-
currency’s behavior through dif-
ferent economic cycles, a case can 
be made for a minor investment 
in bitcoin, Romanoff said.

“If [Amazon] wants to be able 
to keep a small portion of its cash 
in bitcoin, that doesn’t seem un-
reasonable,” he said.

Conservative activists ask major corporations to consider investing in bitcoin

man as he knocked on the window 
before briefly flashing what 
looked like a knife, video of the 
incident viewed by The Post 
showed. “What are you doing?” 
Elliot asked, before the man 
walked away.

Elliot said the encounter un-
folded so quickly that he didn’t 
have time to call Waymo support 
or the police as it happened, but 
he recorded video of the interac-
tion and filed a police report a few 
days later.

In the moment, Elliot said, he 
wished someone could have 
“slammed on the gas and gotten 
away from this guy,” adding that 
Waymo should change how its 
vehicles respond in such situa-
tions. The San Francisco Police 
Department confirmed the inci-
dent in an email and said it is 
investigating.

Waymo’s sensor-studded vehi-
cles have become a constant pres-
ence on San Francisco streets. 
Tourists gawk at them and transit 
riders are confronted by bus shel-
ter ads from the company pro-
claiming, “Welcome to the future.”

But while Alphabet’s fleet has 
become the first large-scale de-
ployment of commercial driver-
less service, San Francisco’s jour-
ney as a robotaxi test bed has at 
times been bumpy. Autonomous 
vehicles have obstructed other 
traffic, including fire fighters at 
emergency scenes. A grisly colli-
sion with a pedestrian initially 
struck by a human-driven vehicle 
forced General Motors’s Cruise to 
end its commercial service in the 
city in 2023.

The harassment incidents are 
the latest example of how it has 
proven easier to program robo -
taxis to observe road signs and 
speed limits than to handle the 
nuanced human aspects of driv-
ing on public roads.

Michael Brooks, executive di-
rector of Center for Auto Safety, a 

nonprofit consumer advocacy 
group, said in an email that the 
vehicles “are way behind when it 
comes to interpreting human be-
havior and responding appropri-
ately.”

San Francisco residents have 
also learned that self-driving vehi-
cles can be manipulated. During a 
recent test ride through Golden 
Gate Park in San Francisco, a 
handful of laughing cyclists held 
up a Waymo vehicle carrying a 
Washington Post reporter by 
weaving in and out of the lane in 
front of it.

“We see a lot of prank-type 
behavior,” Brooks said, but some 
incidents have been more violent. 
Waymo vehicles have been de-
faced with graffiti and in Febru-
ary, one was set alight on a crowd-
ed street in Chinatown.

Missy Cummings, an engineer-
ing professor at George Mason 
University who directs the univer-
sity’s Autonomy and Robotics 
Center, said it’s to be expected that 

some people will take advantage 
of situations where no driver is 
present.

She also theorizes that self-
driving cars can trigger Ameri-
cans’ anxiety about being re-
placed by technology. “People are 
just tired of and fearful of tech 
that seems to be coming at them 
from all sides in a negative way,” 
Cummings said.

Whatever the causes, those 
who have experienced harass-
ment or other incidents during a 
robotaxi ride say operators like 
Waymo need to provide better 
support for passengers during 
and after such moments.

Madelline, a 25-year-old res-
taurant server in San Francisco, 
said that during a recent Waymo 
ride around 2 a.m., the driverless 
vehicle had to stop after two driv-
ers ahead began yelling at each 
other and throwing things out of 
their cars in what appeared to be a 
road rage dispute.

The two cars blocked an inter-

section and one person got out of 
one of the vehicles.

“I was definitely panicking a 
little bit,” Madelline said, as her 
car waited for the road to clear 
instead of turning off as a human 
driver might do. In her distress 
she called her sister for support, 
and didn’t consider Waymo’s sup-
port line.

She would like to have more 
control over a robotaxi’s route but 
still prefers Waymo rides to using 
Uber or Lyft, whose drivers some-
times make her uncomfortable. 
“Being able to be alone in a car 
feels a lot safer,” Madelline said.

The night that Stephanie was 
followed and catcalled during a 
driverless ride, she said the other 
car gave up the chase when the 
Waymo was a minute from her 
house. She and her sister arrived 
home safely, though terrified.

Stephanie didn’t catch the car’s 
license plate number, which the 
911 dispatcher requested after her 
ride concluded. Waymo vehicles, 
like other driverless cars in devel-
opment, use multiple cameras to 
help make sense of the world 
around them. But when she later 
asked the company for the car’s 
video footage, hoping it had cap-
tured the license plate, Waymo 
declined to provide it, she said.

She would like closer coordina-
tion between Waymo and first 
responders and said she is now 
unsure about self-driving rides 
after dark. “I would feel safe tak-
ing it during the day,” Stephanie 
said. But “at night, maybe I’m 
safer having someone else in the 
car just in case something hap-
pens.”

Waymo’s spokesman Teicher 
said the company has a close 
relationship with emergency re-
sponders. “We also respond to 
lawful investigative requests for 
information, and we will pursue 
legal action when appropriate,” he 
said.

Distressed riders might be 
helped sooner if robotaxis could 
respond to incidents without 
their passenger having to call cus-
tomer support.

But passengers don’t have the 
option to “command the vehicle 
to do something that’s against the 
road rules,” such as drive at or 
even into a human in self-defense, 
said Phil Koopman, an electrical 
and computer engineering pro-
fessor at Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity who has been studying self-
driving cars for nearly 30 years.

Cummings, of George Mason 
University, said solving such per-
sonal safety issues is going to take 
a combination of planning and 
sensing by vehicles themselves 
and coordination with remote op-
erations teams.

In September, Amina V. was on 
her way to a hair appointment 
when a man stepped in front of 
her robotaxi and the car stalled in 
the middle of the street. She al-
ready had been recording herself 
in the Waymo, so she turned the 
camera to capture the man hitting 
on her while her car stood frozen 
in San Francisco’s SoMa neighbor-
hood.

She later posted the video on 
Instagram and X, where Waymo 
acknowledged the incident.

Amina said in an interview this 
month that she felt “annoyed” and 
“powerless” because the car 
wouldn’t move while pedestrians 
— first one, then two — were 
blocking the robotaxi’s path. She 
called Waymo’s support line, and 
the operator said they had seen 
the situation through their cam-
eras.

“They were pretty helpful,” Am-
ina recalled, noting that Waymo 
asked if she needed police, which 
she declined because by then the 
men had left. Waymo offered Ami-
na her next ride free; she took her 
mom who was visiting from Mich-
igan.

BY LISA BONOS

SAN FRANCISCO — Stephanie, a 
tech worker in San Francisco, was 
drawn to the robot taxis that Al-
phabet’s Waymo operates in the 
city because she felt more secure 
without a human driver. The vehi-
cles provide hundreds of thou-
sands of driverless rides each 
month, city data shows.

“It’s so much safer, especially 
for a woman,” she said in a phone 
interview this month. “You’re not 
getting in the car with some 
strange man.”

But when a self-driving ride 
turned scary last month, she 
found herself wishing there had 
been a stranger behind the wheel 
after all.

Stephanie recalled riding home 
with her sister in one of Waymo’s 
driverless Jaguar SUVs around 
10:30 p.m. on a Saturday when a 
car holding several young men 
began following them. They drove 
close to the robotaxi honking and 
yelling, “Hey, ladies — you guys 
are hot.”

If she or another human had 
been driving, it would have been 
easy to reroute the car to avoid 
leading the pursuers to her home. 
But she was scared and didn’t 
know how to change the robot’s 
path. She called 911, but a dis-
patcher said they couldn’t send a 
police car to a moving vehicle, 
Stephanie recalled.

“All the safety things then be-
come unsafe if someone is follow-
ing you,” she said of the incident, 
which Waymo confirmed and has 
not been previously reported.

As Waymo expands its service 
in San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Phoenix and Austin, some passen-
gers like Stephanie have found 
that traveling by robotaxi can 
make riders into sitting ducks for 
a new form of public harassment.

The Washington Post spoke 
with four Waymo passengers, 
three of them women, who said 
they experienced harassment or 
what felt like threats to their safe-
ty from people who followed, ob-
structed or attempted to enter a 
driverless vehicle they were rid-
ing in. 

Some had reported the inci-
dents to the police or 911 and all 
spoke on the condition that their 
last names not be used out of 
concern for their personal safety.

All the riders said their experi-
ences with Waymo had generally 
been positive but that the compa-
ny should improve on how it re-
sponds to threats to riders’ per-
sonal safety.

“We take these events very seri-
ously and understand how upset-
ting they can be,” Waymo spokes-
man Ethan Teicher said in an 
email. He said incidents of harass-
ment or attempts to enter one of 
the company’s vehicles during a 
ride are “extremely rare.”

Support agents stay on the line 
with riders who call in such inci-
dents and work with law enforce-
ment as appropriate, Teicher said. 
Passengers can tell a vehicle to 
pull over or change its next stop or 
destination using the Waymo app, 
or ask a support agent to make 
similar changes. But support staff 
cannot redirect a vehicle’s specific 
route, he said.

Elliot, a tech worker in San 
Francisco, recalled in a phone 
interview a “scary” situation dur-
ing a Waymo ride late one night in 
October. A pedestrian tried to 
enter the driverless vehicle as it 
waited at a red light.

“Go away,” Elliot yelled at the 

New form of harassment targets Waymo robotaxi riders in San Francisco

moniCa rodman/the Washington Post

A self-driving Waymo in San Francisco sits at a red light, a situation in which some riders have found themselves to be sitting ducks for harassers outside the vehicle. 

miKe Kai Chen for the Washington Post

Some harassers take advantage of Waymo cars’ external sensors to 

force the vehicle to stop, frustrating — or scaring — its riders.
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A
t 10:39 a.m. on the day Donald Trump declared 

victory for a second term, Elon Musk wrote six 

words on X. The post instantly caught fire. After 

an hour and a half it had been seen more than 10 

million times — and was still reaching 120,000 new viewers 

every minute. With over 200 million followers Musk has the 

biggest account on X and increasingly uses it to wield 

political power.

In 26 days around the election, 
Musk fired off 3,870 posts that 
received more than 33 billion 
views.

Musk’s reach transcends 
Trump’s, with each of his X posts 
typically seen by twice as many 
users as a post from the presi-
dent-elect.

As Musk prepares for a central 
role in the U.S. government, the 
billionaire has a political mega-
phone unmatched in modern so-
ciety.

From the moment Musk first 
endorsed Trump in a post on X in 
July, the tech mogul’s account has 
been one of his most powerful 
tools of support for Trump.

The service formerly known as 
Twitter that he acquired for $44 
billion in 2022, and renamed to X, 
shed users after Musk cut its 
payroll and loosened content 
rules. It is much smaller than 
rivals such as Facebook and Tik-
Tok. But X retained its position as 
a central place for political news 
and discussion during the 2024 
campaign.

Trump’s win and close alliance 
with Musk has given it new signif-
icance.

As Musk became one of 
Trump’s closest advisers and fun-
neled at least $277 million into 
the 2024 campaign cycle, the tech 
entrepreneur posted less about 
his companies and more about 
politics.

He blasted out his approval for 
Trump’s stances on immigration 
and the economy, posted AI-gen-
erated images and video attack-
ing Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, and spread conspiracy theo-
ries about voter fraud.

Almost 40 percent of Musk’s 
posts in October and November 
were about electoral politics, a 
sharp increase even from this 
summer. He can insert his views 
into the feeds of millions of peo-
ple with a flick of his thumbs.

The billionaire, who is the 
world’s richest person according 
to the Bloomberg Billionaires In-
dex, has the most followed ac-
count on X and an audience that 
eclipses other top political ac-
counts, including those of Presi-
dent Joe Biden, Harris and Trump 
himself, according to an analysis 
by The Washington Post.

Musk’s posts have received a 
total of 133 billion views since 
July, data analysis by The Post 
shows. That’s 15 times Trump’s 
audience in the same period and 
more than 16 times the combined 
reach of all accounts belonging to 
members of the incoming Con-
gress.

Trump pioneered the use of 
Twitter as a political cudgel dur-
ing his first presidency and had 
about 88 million followers before 
he was banned in 2021. He used 
tweets to fire White House staff, 

threaten world leaders and move 
financial markets.

As Trump returns to the White 
House, Musk now has the loudest 
voice online — and a much larger 
audience than the president-
elect.

Since Election Day, Musk has 
— in posts that reached millions 
of users — pressured the incom-
ing administration on Cabinet 
picks, promoted the nongovern-
mental “efficiency” commission 
he will co-chair for Trump and 
polled users on whom Senate 
Republicans should choose as 
majority leader.

“For Trump’s first term, he 
dominated Twitter in terms of the 
conversation and engagement,” 
said Tyler Brown, former director 
of digital strategy for the Republi-
can National Committee. “Now, 
there is a similar phenomenon 
going on with Musk.”

To measure Musk’s online 
might, The Post has been tracking 
the view count on every one of his 
X posts approximately every hour 
from Oct. 25. The dataset, ob-
tained in collaboration with the 
National Conference on Citizen-
ship, a nonprofit focused on civic 
engagement, provides an unprec-
edented look at how posts on the 
site spread.

Even before Musk restricted 
Twitter’s API, which researchers 
used to access data from the site, 
it wasn’t possible to see how 
quickly tweets gained an audi-
ence. The Post’s data reveal how 
rapidly Musk’s posts rocket 
across X.

After just one hour, Musk’s 
typical post in the week around 
the election racked up more than 
2.4 million views, according to 
The Post’s analysis, more than the 
total views received by a typical 
tweet from Harris.

Trump’s typical post gets 2 
million views in the first hour, 
slightly less than Musk’s. But 
posts from X’s owner spread fast-
er and wider as more hours pass. 
Musk is also much more active, 
and typically posted more than 
130 times daily in the 26 days 
around the election.

The president-elect posts on 
his own social platform, Truth 
Social, far more frequently than 
he does on X. But Trump’s site, 
which he launched after he was 
suspended from Twitter after the 
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. 
Capitol, has struggled to win a 
significant userbase. The presi-
dent-elect has only 8.4 million 
followers there compared with 
his 96 million on X, where his 
account was reinstated by Musk.

Musk’s huge following and 
high volume of posts — potential-
ly boosted by intentional moves 
by the platform to increase its 
owners visibility — has helped the 
billionaire become seemingly 

ubiquitous on X even for users 
who don’t follow him.

While disclosures from some X 
investors suggest it has lost much 
of its value under Musk, his em-
brace of Trump has transformed 
the purchase into perhaps his 

most influential bet.
“Having someone like Elon 

Musk who is from a sphere out-
side of politics and the news 
media talking about Trump, his 
policies, and criticisms of the 
Democrats is really helpful for 

minutes — irritated some in the 
president-elect’s circle, who saw 
it as an attempt to sway Trump’s 
decision-making, The Post re-
ported.

Musk has also used X as a 
public control room for the non-
governmental “DOGE” commis-
sion he will co-chair, endorsing 
suggestions from X users such as 
reforming Pentagon spending or 
cutting foreign aid.

Political figures from both 
sides of the aisle now turn to 
Musk’s X account as a way to 
shape the policy of the incoming 
administration. He has ex-
changed posts on the platform 
with prominent venture capital-
ists and lawmakers, including 
Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) and Rep. 
Ro Khanna (D-California), who 
expressed support — or suggested 
targets — for Musk’s plans to cut 
government spending.

Earlier this month, New York 
City Council member Vickie Pala-
dino appealed to Musk on X after 
he responded “wow that’s terri-
ble” to a post in which she criti-
cized Manhattan District Attor-
ney Alvin Bragg over a local man-
slaughter case.

“Elon, you have no idea. We 
need a lot of help here,” Paladino 
said. “Please keep us in mind, the 
GOP has significant opportunity 
to make gains in the next couple 
of cycles but we need resources 
and personnel desperately to 
capitalize on the momentum 
that’s been building.”

Musk did not reply but had told 
advisers before the election that 
he wanted his super PAC, Ameri-
ca PAC, to target progressive dis-
trict attorneys, such as Bragg, 
linked to billionaire and prolific 
liberal donor George Soros.

The same day Paladino ap-
pealed to him for help, Musk 
shared another X user’s screen-
shot of a Post article reporting 
that D.C. lobbyists were scram-
bling to find ways to reach 
Trump’s self-declared “first bud-
dy.”

Making threats or offering him 
money would “obviously be silly 
and ineffective” for anyone seek-
ing his attention, Musk said in his 
post, which suggested a better 
way to reach him on political 
matters.

“I will do my best,” he wrote, 
“to respond to well-reasoned ar-
guments here on X for serving the 
best interests of the American 
people.”

Total view counts on posts were 

measured at more than 48 hours 

after the post was published, by 

which time few tweets are still 

circulating. According to The Post’s 

analysis of posts, most tweets had 

received more than 99 percent of 

their eventual total views after 48 

hours, and fewer than 1 percent had 

less than 85 percent of their eventual 

total views. Analysis excludes 

retweets (which don’t have an 

independent view count) and replies. 

Totals through Dec. 12, 2024. In 

graphics of view counts over time, 

counts at time stamps between 

observations are interpolated 

linearly. The proportion of Musk’s 

tweets that related to politics was 

measured with a keyword-based 

classification methodology previously 

used in this analysis from August.
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cutting through and getting at-
tention,” said Eric Wilson, Repub-
lican digital strategist and execu-
tive director of the Center for 
Campaign Innovation. “And it 
clearly made an impact.”

Musk and a spokesperson for X 
did not respond to a request for 
comment. In a statement, Brian 
Hughes, a spokesperson for the 
Trump-Vance transition team, 
said that Musk’s “ideas and effi-
ciency” would benefit the federal 
government.

“Elon Musk and President 
Trump are great friends and bril-
liant leaders working together to 
Make America Great Again,” 
Hughes said.

One Saturday after the elec-
tion, Musk opined to his followers 
about two rumored candidates 
for treasury secretary — hedge 
fund manager Scott Bessent and 
Howard Lutnick, CEO of finan-
cial service firm Cantor Fitzger-
ald and Trump’s co-transition 
chair — saying he viewed Lutnick 
as more of a change agent.

Trump ultimately picked Bes-
sent. And Musk’s post — which 
garnered more than 3 million 
views in two hours and twenty 
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Trump’s, Biden’s
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Nuclear, downsized
TerraPower, Wyoming

Chasing the holy grail
Helion Fusion, Washington state

A battalion of batteries
Edwards & Sanborn Solar Project, Mojave Desert, California

Reviving a notorious nuclear plant
Three Mile Island, Pennsylvania

Green hydrogen towering in the wilderness
Project Nujio’qonik, Newfoundland

Digging deep into the Earth’s crust
Fervo Enhanced Geothermal, Utah and Nevada

chriS crocKWELL/WorLd EnErGy

World Energy plans to develop wind farms to power its hydrogen project in Newfoundland. 

WESLEy LAPoinTE For ThE WAShinGTon PoST

Cooling towers at Three Mile Island are being rehabilitated  near Middletown, Pennsylvania.

TErrA-GEn LLc/morTEnSon

Edwards & Sanborn Solar and Energy Storage in California.

chonA KASinGEr For ThE WAShinGTon PoST

Cables on Trenta, a fusion device prototype by start-up Helion.

TErrAPoWEr

A rendering of a future TerraPower project on a former coal plant property in Wyoming.

ELLEn SchmidT/AP

A drill rig at a Fervo Energy geothermal site  near Milford, Utah, in November 2023.

I
n theory, green hydrogen could solve a lot of the AI industry’s energy challenges. 
The idea is to transform large amounts of wind or solar power into hydrogen 
fuel, which acts like a battery, storing the energy to be burned and turned into 

electricity after the wind dies down or the sun has set. The result: 24/7 power just as 
reliable as a nuclear or gas plant. The advantage for the climate: When you burn 
hydrogen, the main by-product is clean water. Subsidies in the United States and 
Canada aim to bring down the cost of this exceedingly expensive technology.

Several tech companies are looking at remote locations for hydrogen projects as 
they mull moving data center operations off the power grid, away from populations 
centers and into places where there is abundant renewable energy and room to 
build. A prime example, World Energy’s Project Nujio’qonik in Newfoundland, 
would harness the steady shoreline winds to generate electricity equivalent to the 
amount used by a few millions of homes. A large-scale data center would be on-site, 
potentially along with another energy-hungry industrial facility, such as an iron ore 
processing plant.

T
ech companies are eager to revive the nuclear industry. It has the potential to 
provide large amounts of zero-emissions power, around the clock. Just how 
serious they are became clear when Microsoft struck a deal to help bring the 

Three Mile Island nuclear plant out of retirement. The plant is a symbol of the 
industry’s misfortune: The 1979 partial meltdown of one of its units was the worst 
nuclear accident on U.S. soil. The premature closure, in 2019, of its other unit was 
precipitated by difficulty competing with cheaper natural gas energy. Now, 
Microsoft and Three Mile Island owner Constellation Energy hope to turn the plant 
into a symbol of nuclear’s rebirth.

Under the deal the two companies worked out, Microsoft would purchase all of 
the energy the plant generates for as long as 20 years. The firms would not disclose 
the price Microsoft is paying, but analysts say the energy will be considerably more 
expensive than other available power. It will all be fed into the regional power grid. 
Amazon is exploring a similar deal with another nuclear power plant in 
Pennsylvania. Hurdles remain, along with unresolved questions about where to 
store high-level radioactive waste.

A
nother way to turn solar power into an always-on energy source is by pairing 
it with giant batteries. They store excess electricity and allow it to be used 
after sundown or on cloudy days. Battery-makers are racing to bring their 

costs down, in an effort to make these kinds of systems more affordable and 
efficient.

The Edwards & Sanborn installation in the Mojave Desert offers a look at the 
direction many tech companies are heading, as well as the immense amount of 
resources and land it can take to power a large-scale data center this way. The 
project includes 1.9 million solar panels sprawled across a barren landscape with 
abundant sunshine. They sit alongside 120,000 batteries housed in metal 
structures resembling shipping containers. Edwards & Sanborn generates about 
the amount of electricity required to operate one of Meta or Google’s larger data 
centers.

H
arnessing atomic fusion, the same power generated by the collision of atoms 
that powers the sun, is the holy grail of clean energy. Scientists have been 
trying to do this since the Eisenhower administration in the 1950s, seeing 

promise for abundant, cheap, zero-emission energy. But engineering challenges are 
immense and have defied solutions. It requires sustaining the reaction of atoms as 
they are fused in a magnetic chamber, capturing the energy from the collisions and 
then channeling that energy into a usable form. And to make it commercially 
viable, more energy must be produced than is put in.

Fusion start-up Helion, backed by OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, claims it will be 
generating usable electricity from fusion by 2028. Scholars in the field are deeply 
skeptical, saying fusion start-ups have fallen short on such promises for years. 
Nonetheless, Microsoft has bet big on Helion with a deal to purchase fusion energy 
for a data center in Washington state. Several other fusion companies are hoping 
for breakthroughs. Virginia is betting a firm called Commonwealth Fusion Systems 
will be able to generate enough electricity at a planned plant near Richmond to 
power 150,000 homes by the early 2030s.

T
ech companies also are attempting to reinvent nuclear power. Their goal is to 
produce smaller, nimbler fission reactors that can be efficiently installed 
alongside data centers. The reactors are cooled with sodium instead of water. 

The most prominent of these projects was launched by a company led by Microsoft 
co-founder Bill Gates, TerraPower. It claims its advanced reactors, which would 
hold energy in a molten salt storage system, will be exponentially safer than legacy 
models and create less waste. Nonproliferation experts are skeptical of the claims.

There are questions about whether these kinds of reactors can be manufactured 
and deployed quickly. TerraPower has already broken ground at its planned power 
plant on the property of a shuttered Wyoming coal plant. It does not, though, have 
a license for its reactor, and regulatory reviews may take years.

F
racking is typically associated with extracting fossil fuels, which contribute to 
global warming, from the earth. But fracking technology has unleashed a 
flurry of excitement around next-generation geothermal energy, which 

harnesses heat from deep in the Earth’s crust to generate power. Backed by Google 
and the U.S. government, Fervo Energy is using fracking tools in a bid to generate 
large volumes of energy. A pilot project in the Nevada desert confirmed the 
zero-emissions technology is viable.

Now, Fervo is drilling in the Utah high desert with the aim of generating the 
amount of power that would rival a pair of nuclear plants. The Biden White House 
sees potential for dozens of such projects, and the enthusiasm is unlikely to wane 
when Donald Trump takes office. Trump’s pick to lead the Department of Energy, 
Chris Wright, is a financial backer of Fervo through the company he founded, 
Liberty Energy.
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an agent in that office, they won’t 
even know the property was for 
sale,” he added. “That’s exclusion-
ary by definition.”

The essence of the CCP rule and 
fair-housing laws is to make sure 
that everyone can see all homes 
for sale, agreed Kelman.

“Selling a house is not the same 
as another commodity like a can-
dy bar or a couch,” Kelman said. 
“Housing shapes generational 
wealth and educational opportu-
nities. You need a free and open 
market for housing because the 
stakes are so high.”

more broadly, many real estate 
professionals worry that repeal-
ing the rule will make it harder for 
sellers and agents to collect key 
market data.

A repeal is “a disadvantage for 
both sellers and buyers,” said ryan 
Schneider, the madison, New Jer-
sey-based CEo of Anywhere, in a 
third-quarter earnings call in ear-
ly November. “Buyers get the lack 
of transparency of their current 
listing inventory, and over the 
long run, sellers will have less info 
of what’s happening in their mar-
ket.”

Another risk to sellers, in Dwig-

from Bright mLS showed that 
mLS-listed homes sold for an aver-
age of 17.5 percent more than off-
mLS sales between 2019 and the 
first quarter of 2023.

But a more exclusive niche of 
sellers — like celebrities and the 
ultra-wealthy, or public figures 
seeking a low profile — see ben-
efits to privacy. These are the ones 
who are most likely to take advan-
tage of the off-market loophole in 
the rule to skirt around public 
marketing. In addition, some mLS 
systems give sellers the option to 
list without photos, or informa-
tion on the price or open houses, 
Kelman said.

Potential losers

Along with the benefits of mar-
ket competition, backers of the 
rule point to fair-housing princi-
ples.

“The whole point of creating an 
open marketplace is so that any-
one, regardless of gender, race, age 
or any other protected class, can 
see everything that is for sale,” 
Dwiggins said. But under off-mar-
ket listings, “agents try to sell 
them inside their office.”

“So if a buyer isn’t working with 

agents within a brokerage and pri-
vately to individual potential buy-
ers, but not on public websites.

“A lot [of these agents] work for 
the same brokerage, so there’s a 
financial incentive if the buyer’s 
agent and the listing agent work 
for the same company since they 
can double-end the commission,” 
said James Dwiggins, San francis-
co-based CEo of NextHome.

As many as 10 or 15 percent of 
homes were sold off-market be-
fore the CCP rule was crafted as a 
response, Lund estimates. But 
once in effect, its broader intent 
seems to have worked. While off-
market listings are hard to track, 
Bright mLS estimates that less 
than 5 percent of listings in its 
service area throughout the mid-
Atlantic region now are private.

for most sellers, the rule’s en-
hanced transparency helps. They 
want to sell their home for the 
highest price as fast as possible 
and with the least amount of fric-
tion, which means being visible to 
the largest number of buyers, Kel-
man said. And most research 
shows that homes listed on the 
mLS sell for more than off-market 
listings. for example, one study 

“I have a hard time with brokers 
getting on their high horse about 
how this is [about] freedom and 
the American flag and apple pie,” 
Kelman said. “It’s the oldest game 
in business, which is trying to play 
a game of monopoly.”

the price of exclusivity

Agents don’t have to join an 
mLS, but most do because it lets 
them share data across all compa-
nies. And for an mLS to function, 
agents must share all their list-
ings, not just some, notes Victor 
Lund, managing partner with 
WAV Group, a real estate consult-
ing firm based in Laguna Beach, 
California.

“Anyone who holds back a list-
ing hurts buyers,” Lund said. “All 
listings should be on the mLS be-
cause partial participation dulls 
the sharp accuracy of data about 
available inventory and recent 
comparable sales that have a bear-
ing on the market.”

The genesis of the CCP goes 
back to the 2010s, when top agents 
— particularly in the luxury mar-
ket — created their own networks 
to share exclusive listings. These 
properties could be marketed to 

gins’s view, is that they might get 
spun by their brokerage: An agent 
may encourage an off-market list-
ing by telling their client the com-
mission will be reduced if the 
same brokerage represents both 
sides, and that the home will be 
sold quickly and with less foot 
traffic because the agent already 
knows of an interested buyer or 
two. What that agent may not 
make clear to sellers is that they 
might net less money on the sale if 
they’re not fully exposed to the 
open market, Dwiggins said.

Potential winners

To Compass’s reffkin, by con-
trast, scrapping the rule will help 
sellers by letting them market 
their home as home builders and 
real estate developers do. for ex-
ample, they could use “premarket-
ing and multi-phased marketing 
that protects their listings from 
the potential risks of mLS expo-
sure that include accumulation of 
days on market and public price 
history,” he said.

“By forcing home sellers into a 
system of negative insights like 
days on the market and price his-
tory, the CCP creates a ‘risk to list’ 
that discourages home sellers 
from publicly listing their homes,” 
he argued. Lift the rule, and sellers 
will have more ways to market 
their homes and increase invento-
ry, he added.

Pareja of eXp doesn’t buy that 
argument — and believes a repeal 
would diminish the transparency 
of the U.S. market, which com-
pares favorably to other countries.

“our overseas agents complain 
that they need to go to 10 websites 
to get an idea of what’s for sale,” 
Pareja said. “When I helped my 
parents sell a home in Belize, it 
took about five years because of 
the difficulty getting it in front of 
buyers.”

Still, Compass’s push to scrap 
the rule may be joined by other 
major real estate players over time 
if more of them see an upside in 
keeping listings in-house, Lund 
said. That would also diminish the 
role of online companies such as 
redfin, Zillow and realtor.com, 
which could lose business if they 
no longer have access to most list-
ings.

“repealing the CCP is going to 
advantage the large brokers, in-
cluding some who are [now] advo-
cating for repeal,” said Schneider 
of Anywhere. “We have more list-
ings than anybody does, so if this 
thing gets repealed, we could be 
the biggest beneficiary — even if 
we don’t think that’s the right an-
swer.”

allowed under the CCP as long as 
the homes are marketed privately 
among agents within a brokerage 
or individually to specific poten-
tial buyers.

Now, a brokerage giant, Com-
pass, wants to repeal this rule alto-
gether — in effect, opening a big-
ger window for off-market listings 
— because it allegedly forces the 
release of too much information 
that hurts sellers.

“Using mLS data … real estate 
websites have built their business 
models at the expense of home-
owners by showing negative in-
sights on their listings, such as 
days on market, price drops and 
home value estimates,” said rob-
ert reffkin, CEo of Compass. “The 
CCP removes a seller’s right to 
choose how to market their home 
to meet their individual needs.”

But other brokerages are fight-
ing to keep the rule, at least in 
modified form, arguing that it en-
hances transparency and choice. 
Some also claim it’s effectively a 
power grab by Compass.

The repeal argument “is just 
one company’s cynical effort to 
achieve profitability by convinc-
ing American homeowners to do 
something that’s demonstrably 
against their interest,” said Leo 
Pareja, miami-based CEo of eXp 
realty, a brokerage operating in 24 
countries.

Anywhere real Estate Inc. — 
the parent company of Coldwell 
Banker realty, Century 21, Sothe-
by’s International realty, Corcor-
an and more — also favors keeping 
the rule but would be open to 
having it overhauled.

The debate has become heated 
enough that the NAr took up the 
issue in an advisory committee, 
which in turn passed the question 
on to the association’s leadership. 
While the rule remains in effect, 
the NAr told The Washington Post 
that it’s “continuing to evaluate 
the policy — a final decision has 
not yet been made.” Still, many 
agents and brokerages continue to 
market their access to off-market 
listings as part of their value prop-
osition.

The fight is expected to further 
escalate, because the changes in 
commission rules will probably 
cut into agent and broker earn-
ings. To offset that drop, larger 
brokerages have an interest in 
keeping their listings in-house 
and minimizing agent competi-
tion, which effectively keeps com-
mission rates higher, said Glenn 
Kelman, Seattle-based CEo of 
redfin.

reAl eStAte from G1

After commission overhaul, real estate industry clashes over o≠-market listings
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A compass sign outside a home for sale in Sacramento. compass wants to repeal the clear cooperation Policy, opening a bigger window 

for off-market listings, because it allegedly forces the release of too much information that hurts sellers.

ments, messaging systems and 
video to help employees capture 
meetings and comments and col-
laborate even though they may 
work at different times.

“It doesn’t make sense to me, 
in the age of AI, our focus is being 
spent on where people sit,” Dean 
said.

Earlier this year, Atlassian re-
leased rovo, its first AI product 
built and shipped within six 
months, marking the fastest 
product development at the com-
pany to date. Atlassian was able 
to move about 200 employees to 
the project and hire 200 more 
within that time frame. most 
meetings were recorded and doc-
umented, and the shared goals 
and progress tracking made it 
possible to move faster, said 
Jamil Valliani, Atlassian vice 
president and head of AI prod-
ucts.

Allowing employees to work 
remotely also has helped Yelp 
become more efficient, said Craig 
Saldanha, chief product officer. 

expand its ability to innovate. 
After making its annual hackath-
on virtual in 2023, that year’s 
winning idea came from a Pinter-
est employee outside the United 
States and brought together de-
partments to develop an inter-
nally “beloved” tool that helps 
workers find information.

“Before the pandemic, you had 
to be in San francisco to partici-
pate,” she said.

The key to doing the best work 
in distributed environments is 
guidance and experimentation, 
Phillips-Broadhurst said. That 
includes tasking leaders with be-
ing intentional about asking em-
ployees to meet in person. It also 
means using a mix of traditional 
internal information hubs, mes-
saging apps and emerging tech 
such as artificial intelligence for 
support.

Atlassian reduced its office 
footprint and reinvested the sav-
ings in bringing employees to-
gether. It has a culture of docu-
mentation, using shared docu-

said Sara Phillips-Broadhurst, 
the company’s senior director of 
people strategy and innovation. 
So offering managers new train-
ing has been key. Atlassian, a 
collaboration software company, 
determined it needed a way for 
everyone to better align on goals. 
So every friday, teams create a 
tweet-length update on every 
goal and project for leaders and 
other teams to review the follow-
ing monday.

“It gives the whole company 
the chance to understand what’s 
happening at any given time,” 
said Annie Dean, vice president 
of Atlassian’s Team Anywhere, 
the organization charged with 
overseeing distributed work. “So 
many problems companies have 
are because of silos.”

Despite initial challenges, Kai 
Swavely, senior director of people 
technology at Pinterest, said the 
company’s policy called Pinflex, 
which allows workers to choose 
where they work if their jobs can 
be done anywhere, has helped 

Jassy’s announcement. Goldman 
Sachs reiterated its previous 
statement saying showing up 
and being present with employ-
ees and clients has “bigger im-
pact.”

Companies that embrace hy-
brid and remote work options 
tend to be highly online and have 
workers whose jobs don’t neces-
sarily depend on location like 
those in blue-collar and health-
care positions do. They acknowl-
edge that it takes effort to rethink 
structure, communication, phys-
ical space, and access to docu-
ments and colleagues. Some 
downsized their office footprint 
and invested the savings in help-
ing teams gather when it makes 
the most sense. They also say it 
can be a challenge to maintain 
momentum, align goals, foster 
communication, promote men-
toring and support people’s sense 
of belonging.

for Pinterest, the focus on 
changing how managers super-
vise and support became critical, 

About 87 percent of workers said 
they were more productive, he 
said. With the new model, Yelp 
brings new features to market 
60 percent faster, Saldanha said. 
A lot of the efficiency, he said, 
came from formalizing processes 
already happening on an ad hoc 
basis. In distributed environ-
ments, being clear about goals 
and expectations affects the effi-
ciency of the team.

The ability for people to col-
laborate across teams and geog-
raphies has allowed people to 
innovate in ways that didn’t hap-
pen before, Saldanha said.

Airbnb is also experiencing a 
jump in productivity, which Iain 
roberts, head of people and cul-
ture, credits in part to the compa-
ny’s flexible work policy. Airbnb 
has released 535 updates in the 
past three years, and the scale of 
each launch has increased every 
year, he said. 

for H&r Block, which 
changed its initial office plan to 
allow people to work remotely 
part time, company data showed 
collaboration, employee engage-
ment and productivity had not 
declined in remote work, said 
Tiffany monroe, H&r Block’s 
chief people and culture officer. 

Nicholas Bloom, a Stanford 
University economics professor 
who studies remote work, said 
flexible work can allow compa-
nies to get better talent by invest-
ing in people rather than spaces. 
It also gives workers more time 
for deep thinking that can lead to 
better results, though he sug-
gests companies should also en-
sure workers spend some time 
together in person.

Deborah Lovich, future of 
work fellow at Boston Consulting 
Group’s Henderson Institute 
think tank, said many companies 
prefer the office-based model of 
working because it’s familiar, 
even though the pandemic 
showed that remote or hybrid 
models can be successful. In her 
view, those companies are be-
coming less employee-centric, to 
their detriment.

“It completely demoralizes 
your talent,” she said. “There’s 
nothing that says ‘I don’t trust 
you’ like an rTo mandate — 
other than an rTo mandate 
tracking badge swipes.”

with what works for their cul-
tures, workforces and future. 
Some are enforcing five-day of-
fice mandates, arguing that inno-
vation, collaboration and pro-
ductivity are best accomplished 
in person. But others are rein-
venting how work gets done after 
doubling down on remote and 
hybrid models.

In November, the share of 
people working fully on-site had 
decreased 2.8 percentage points 
from 79.5 percent during the 
same time last year, according to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. Those who worked remotely, 
at least part time, also jumped 
2.8 percentage points from 20.5 
percent.

The debate over work flexibili-
ty continues to ignite contro-
versy, spurring employee pro-
tests, legal filings and even resig-
nations. While companies imple-
menting office mandates say they 
improve performance, a recent 
Gallup poll found that a majority 
of workers prefer hybrid work, 
saying it reduces burnout, im-
proves productivity and encour-
ages work-life balance.

Companies that recently re-
quired workers to return to the 
office five days a week have 
garnered attention, including 
Amazon, whose founder Jeff Be-
zos owns The Washington Post. 
The Post is also asking workers to 
return to the office five days a 
week. Goldman Sachs CEo David 
Solomon, one of the first to call 
workers back full time in 2021, 
also cited innovation and collab-
oration as reasons for the man-
date. President-elect Donald 
Trump has also said he’ll call 
federal workers back to the office 
five days a week.

“We’ve observed that it’s easier 
for our teammates to learn, mod-
el, practice, and strengthen our 
culture; collaborating, brain-
storming, and inventing are sim-
pler and more effective; teaching 
and learning from one another 
are more seamless; and, teams 
tend to be better connected to 
one another,” Amazon CEo Andy 
Jassy said when announcing the 
policy in September.

Asked to provide a comment 
for this story, Amazon pointed to 
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Companies  focus on collaboration without issuing return-to-o∞ce mandates
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A JOBS

Accounting Clerk
Maintain Financial record.
Responsible for accounts
payable, receivable, cash
management, invoices, gen-
eral ledgers, bank reconcilia-
tion, payroll etc. Audit reports
and reconcile receipts to jour-
nal. Comply with Federal &
State rules. Req, FT, HS, 24
Mon Exp, 40hrs/Wk, Resume
at Zarna Inc. 2 South Jordan
Street,Alexandria, VA 22304

Associate Attorney – Jones
Day seeks an Associate Attor-
ney in Washington, D.C. to
provide legal representation
for clients and represent
clients in litigation and other
forms of dispute resolution.
Must have a U.S. Juris Doctor
and be licensed to practice
law in Washington, D.C. Must
have 12 months of experi-
ence as a Law Clerk, Summer
Associate, or related, includ-
ing 12 months of experience
with: litigating investor state
arbitration matters, including
against CIS (Commonwealth
of Independent States) coun-
tries; litigating UNCITRAL (The
United Nations Commission
on International Trade Law)
arbitration matters or ICSID
(International Centre for Set-
tlement of Investment Dis-
putes) arbitration matters; lit-
igating issues of CIS civil law;
reviewing and analyzing legal
and business documents in
Russian; and treaty interpre-
tation under public interna-
tional law. Must be willing
and able to occasionally travel
domestically and internation-
ally for hearings and other
work-related matters. Must
be proficient in Russian. The
annual salary for this position
is $276,000-$317,500. Qual-
ified applicants (principals
only) should apply at
https://www.jonesday.com/
en/careers/opportunities . No
calls).

Attorney. Intvw. & consult w/
clients; rsch. legal issues,
statutes, & cases rel. to intel.
property; & prep. patent & TM
appl. w/ USPTO & respond
to notices. LLM or J.D.& atty.
lic. from 1 of 50 states. Send
res/ltt to Attn: Partner, Lex
IP Meister, PLLC. 5160 Park-
stone Drive, Suite 140, Chan-
tilly, VA 20151.

Search 20,000 
job listings 
by location. 

The local expert on local jobs

Stay one step ahead of the weather with the Capital Weather Gang
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A JOBS

Azure Cloud Engineer
Computer Packages Inc., a
private software company
based near DC is seeking tal-
ented individuals with 3+ years
of experience architecting,
designing and implementing
cloud solutions on MS Azure.
Azure Certification a plus.
Thorough understanding of
design principles and best
practices for a reliable, effi-
cient and secure cloud envi-
ronment. You will work with
a dynamic team, collaborating
and sharing new ideas as we
expand our cloud environment
& services. Bachelor's degree
in related field required. CPI
offers an excellent salary and
benefits package. The start-
ing salary range is $75,000 -
$110,000 commensurate with
experience and opportunity for
growth. Our benefits include
fully paid health insurance,
401k, tuition for related gradu-
ate courses and certifications,
visa sponsorship and reloca-
tion assistance. Please send
resume to cpijobs@
computerpackages.com

C JOBS

CHEF-Eerkins Uyghur Cuisine
seeking Uyghur Chef to
supervise and coordinate
kitchen personnel and cook
ethnic Uyghur Cuisine at a
high-volume restaurant. Must
have at least two years of
experience as Uyghur chef,
with at least one year of expe-
rience cooking and preparing
Uyghur cuisine. Please send
resume ATTN: Job 2216,
Eerkins Uyghur Cuisine,
12512 Lake Ridge Dr, Lake
Ridge,VA 22192.

Client Representatives
Computer Packages Inc., a
global business specializing in
Intellectual Property software
and services is seeking Client
Service Reps to assist our
clients in managing their
patent assets. Computer
skills, interpersonal skills and
a desire to learn to and grow
with our company required.
Excellent benefits including
health insurance, tuition reim-
bursement, pension/401k,
gym membership and strong
opportunity for growth.

Resume only to :
cpijobs@

computerpackages.com

The local expert on local jobs

Find more jobs.

Find more jobs.

The local expert on local jobs

C JOBS

Consulting, Senior
Consultant

Deloitte Consulting LLP seeks
a Consulting, Senior Consul-
tant in McLean, Virginia
and various unanticipated
Deloitte office locations and
client sites nationally, to mod-
ernize business and core
environments to leverage
technology innovations
across multiple platforms;
drive operational efficiency by
maintaining data ecosystems,
and sourcing analytics exper-
tise for continuous insights
and improvements. 50%
Travel required nationally.
Telecommuting permitted. To
apply visit apply.deloitte.com.
Enter XB25C48381 in “Search
jobs” field. EOE, including dis-
ability/veterans. If offered
employment, must have legal
right to work in U.S.

D JOBS

Navy Federal Credit Union has
F/T permanent openings for
Data Scientist pos. to analyze
datasets & dvlp machine
learning models. Reqs:
Bach/equiv in CS/Data Sci-
ence/Data analytics+ 5 yrs
prog. exp as Data Analyst/Sci-
entist OR in lieu Mas-
ter’s/equiv + 2 yrs exp. Job
Loc’n: Vienna, VA. Part time
telecommuting permitted.
Mail Cvr Ltr & CV: Venkatesh
Kawthale, 820 Follin Lane SE,
Vienna, VA 22180 or email
openpositions@navyfederal.
org. Must use Ref# "Data Sci-
entist Ref # 240042”

Digital Content Manager
(Hunter Associates Labora-
tory, Inc; Reston, VA): As
a member of the Marketing
Team, monitor & improve the
company’s brand awareness
by researching market trends
working across departments
to develop content market-
ing strategies. Telecommut-
ing Hybrid with at least 2
days/week onsite. Resume to
HR at: HR@Hunterlab.com
Ref: DH91786.

Director of Business
Analysis (Credit Officer)

Robinhood Markets, Inc.
seeks Director of Business
Analysis (Credit Officer) in
Washington, DC. Lead a credit
teammade-up of best in class
managers and analysts devel-
oping credit products and
policies. Telecommuting per-
mitted. Background checks
required. Salary Range:
$300,000- $320,000 per year.
To apply, submit resume to
RHIjobs@robinhood.com w
ref. no.AKDOBACODC.

Find 
the right job 

for you.

The local expert on local jobs

Find a job.

Domestic
BABY SITTER – LIVE IN. Per-
forms duties as attending
children in priv. home.
Observes & monitors play
activities of amuses children
by reading to or playing
games w. them. Prepares
W. African dishes or formulas.
Sterilizes bottles used for
feeding infants. Dresses or
assists children to dress &
bathe. Accompanies children
on walks or other outings,
incl. travel in & out of the
U.S. Washes & irons clothing,
keeps children’s quarters
clean & tide. H.S. Diploma,
6 mos. Exp. 40 hrs./wk. 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Must pos-
sess an African descent &
West African Cultural back-
ground. Hassatou Diallo, Job
in White Plains, MD. Send
resume to:

mylegalspace@aol.com

General Housekeeper (Job in
Kensington, MD), Maintain
household clean & orderly.
Make beds, replenish linens,
clean rooms & halls, wash
clothing, light cooking, gro-
cery shopping / 40 hrs/wk /
Non-smoker/Character Ref.
Email resume to L. Matan at
Lizfitzmatan24@gmail.com.

Nanny needed for the Meyers
family (McLean, VA). Care for
children in pvt. home. HS
diploma or equiv. req. 24mths
exp. as nanny or childcare
worker req. Email to:
familynanny887@yahoo.com

Nanny (Potomac, MD), Duties
incl: Care for 2 young children
in private household & pro-
vide support & expertise to
parents in satisfying chil-
dren's physical, emotional,
intellectual, & social needs;
Instruct children in safe
behavior, develop appropriate
boundaries & rules to create
a safe environment for chil-
dren; Plan & prep meals &
snacks; Instruct & assist chil-
dren in the development of
health & personal habits, such
as eating, resting, washing &
toilet behavior; Regulate chil-
dren's rest periods & nap
schedules; Research, plan &
organize age-appropriate
activities, such as reading,
language activities, arts &
crafts, to encourage intellec-
tual development of children;
Teach appropriate social
behaviors & cultivate devel-
opment of interpersonal rela-
tionships & communication
skills; Housekeeping & clean-
ing reltd to children's care;
Laundry & clothing care; Reor-
ganize children's clothes &
toys in accordance w/their
age; Drive children to activ-
ities, schools, playdates &
medical appointments; Keep
records of naptime, meals,
meds & activities; Help pack
children for trvl.Must have HS
dipl/GED + 1 yr exp as nanny
caring for 2 young children &
encouraging stimulating intel-
lectual development of chil-
dren. Send resume, cover let-
ter & letters confirming exp
to Anna Myers Nelson 11523
Big Piney Way, Potomac, MD
20854.

E JOBS

Navy Federal Credit Union has
F/T permanent openings for
Sr. ETS Engineer-IAM pos. to
dsgn & implement IAM sol’ns.
Reqs: Bach/equiv in CS/Info
Sys/ Engg(any)/or rltd + 5 yrs
prog. exp as Computer pro-
fessional in IAM domain OR
in lieu Master’s/equiv + 1 yr
exp. Job Loc’n: Vienna, VA.
Part time telecommuting per-
mitted. Mail Cvr Ltr & CV:
Venkatesh Kawthale, 820
Follin Lane SE, Vienna, VA
22180 or email openpositions
@navyfederal.org. Must use
Ref# "Sr. ETS Engineer-IAM
Ref # 240046”

Navy Federal Credit Union has
F/T permanent openings for
ETS Engineer IV pos. to create
data pipeline & build Bi dash-
board. Reqs: Bach/equiv in
CS/Data Analytics/ Engg
(any)+ 5 yrs prog. exp as Engi-
neer/Analyst OR in lieu Mas-
ter’s/equiv + 1 yr exp. Job
Loc’n: Vienna, VA. Full time
telecommuting permitted.
Mail Cvr Ltr & CV: Venkatesh
Kawthale, 820 Follin Lane SE,
Vienna, VA 22180 or email
openpositions@navyfederal.
org. Must use Ref# "ETS Engi-
neer IV Ref # 240045”

Engineer (Construction Man-
ager) Turner Construction
Company (Reston, VA) Must
have proof of legal authoriza-
tion to work in U.S. Apply
online at https://
www.tcco.com (under Job
Title). To view full informa-
tion about the job opportu-
nities including the full job
description, related occupa-
tion, education and experi-
ence requirements please
refer to the internet posting at
https://www.tcco.com under
Job Title above.

Education
Brit-Am Soccer Academy Inc.
dba Brit-Am Soccer Academy
(Rockville, MD): Director of
Coach and Player Develop-
ment & Head Coach. Req
Bach in Phys Edu, Sports Sci,
SportsMgmt, or related/equiv
& USSF A or UEFA A Diploma.
Occas trvl w/in Montgomery
Cty for sessions.Salary:
$75,547/yr. Res to Attn:
Stephen Knapman, 1300 Pic-
card Dr, Ste 107, Rockville,
MD 20850.

F JOBS

Farm Worker – Must be able
to lift 50lbs, crouch & bend
to perform duties. Clements
& Maddox, MD. $15/hr. OT
time+1/2. To apply mail con-
tact info (Name,Address & Ph
#) to Russell Farms LLC c/o W.
Russell, 23635 Bayside Road
Clements,MD 20624

Floor Coordinator – Req’d 2yr
exp in food svc mgmt. Alt, AS
dgr in Hospitality, Psychology,
or Business. 40hr/wk.
$57741/yr. Rsm to job site @
Hao Ru, Attn: Seongmu Heo,
6351 Multiplex Dr, Centreville,
VA 20121

General Jobs

Grill Cooks (2), Bethesda,
min. 1 yr. exp. req.,Ledo Pizza,
email resume:

jgrpizzaman@mac.com

H JOBS

Hosts DC | Baltimore seeks
Associate Director of Events
in DC. Rqmts: BA or for deg
equiv in tourism, hospitality,
or econ, plus 4 yrs exp as
Event Planner or sub sim pos.
Telework up to 60%, domestic
travel up to 10%. Salary:
$85k/year. Apply w/ Resume,
3 references, strategic pro-
posals portfolio & business
writing sample to
erica.de@hosts-global.com

Healthcare - General

Associate Dentist needed for
dental office in Rockville, MD.
Requires DDS or DMD &Mary-
land Dental License. Send
resume to: Jae Y Jang DMD,
LLC., 9601 Blackwell Rd. Ste
310. Rockville, MD 20850

Hospitalist Physician
(Frederick, MD). Multiple
openings. Hospitalist Medi-
cine Physicians of Maryland,
P.C. dba Sound Physicians of
Maryland II: Diagnose, treat,
& provide inpatient care for
hospitalized adult patients.
Must possess or be eligible to
possess a valid state license
to practice medicine in Mary-
land and have completed
three years of residency train-
ing in family or internal med-
icine. Medical degree or for-
eign equivalent required.
Wage range: $121 - $150.00
per hour. To apply, email Mag-
gie McCluney at belong@
soundphysicians.com.

J JOBS

Fitness Evolution in Front
Royal, VA is hiring janitors to
keep the gym facility clean
and orderly. Perform light
cleaning duties such as vac-
uuming and mopping floors,
cleaning locker rooms, and
maintaining toilets, sinks,
showers, and urinals. Duties
include cleaning mirrors, wip-
ing down equipment, and
maintaining the cleanliness of
the facility. This janitorial posi-
tion will require overnight
hours from 11:00 pm to 5:00
am. Salary $30,285 yearly.
Send resumes to Casey Cope
at caseygolds@gmail.com

M JOBS

Machine Learning Scientist
(Sterling, VA) - Build a corpo-
rate machine learning, com-
puter vision, & artificial intelli-
gence capability, solving cus-
tomer analytical problems by
dvlping algorithms & models,
validating models, & deploy-
ing software analytical solu-
tions into mission ready pro-
duction environments. Posi-
tion is 100% remote. Reqs.
incl. MS deg. + rel. skills. Send
resume to Ampsight, 22970
Indian Creek Dr., Ste. 100,
Sterling VA 20166.Attn: HR.

Mechanical Designer – Design
HVAC systems. Must have BS
Deg. + 2 Yrs designer or PM
exp. w/ HVAC & using CAD.
Telecom. permitted Weds
after probation. $72,500 +
Benefits listed on website.
Apply at allenshariff.com.
Allen+Shariff Corp, D. Valan-
tine, 7061 Deepage Dr, Ste.
200, Columbia,MD 21045

M JOBS

Molecular Diagnostic
Specialist – Rockville, MD:
Conduct scientific analysis of
molecular diagnostic prod-
ucts to evaluate efficacy,
accuracy, and market com-
petitiveness. Identify and
assess M&A opportunities to
enhance product offerings
and market position, focusing
on technology, pipeline, and
market share. Req. Master’s
or Bachelor’s (both in Bioengi-
neering, Biology, Biophysics,
Pharmacology, Pathology, or
related) + 5 yrs exp. in health-
care with molecular diagnos-
tics expertise. Send ltr/res to
LabGenomics USA LLC, 155
Gibbs St Ste 508510,
Rockville, MD 20850, Attn:
Woohey Jung. $71,926/yr

O JOBS

Org. Devpmt Consultant
Turkan LLC (dba Baku Deli-
cious) in Fairfax VA is looking
for Org. Devpmt Consultant
to dvlp objectives for org.&
cultural dvlpmnt, bus. plans
for cultural projects & events,
prep. manuals& train work-
ers. Min. 24 mo. exp. & kwlge
of HR principles. Min. HS. F/T.
10% travel. Email CV to
bakudelicious@gmail.com

R JOBS

Receiving Clerk: Full Time
$34,570/year. Receive pro-
duce, fruits and other gro-
ceries to be stocked and dis-
played at the store, review
invoices and purchase orders,
record receiving data,
changes, damages, discrep-
ancies and rectify damages.
Mail resume to New Grand
Mart, Green Paradise New
Carrollton, LLC, 8401 Annapo-
lis Road, Unit A, New Carroll-
ton,MD 20784.

Research & Strategy Mgr.
Forests - Work w industry
to increase operational effi-
ciency to limit impact on the
environment & prevent
deforestation. Develop cor-
porate science-based tar-
gets (SBTs) & Life Cycle
Assessment (LCA) models to
preserve land & forest sys-
tems & combat the climate
crisis. Master’s in Industrial
Ecology, Environmental Sci-
ence & Mgmt or related field.
4 yrs exp as a Sustainability
Consultant analyzing envi-
ronmental impacts of man-
ufacturing, developing corp
SBTs & advising corps on
developing deforestation-
free supply chains. Exp
developing LCAmodels using
Simapro & OpenLCA, &
knowledge of R req. Apply
at www.worldwildlife.org/
about/careers .WorldWildlife
Fund US, 1250 24th St NW,
Washington, DC 20037.

Resident Care Assistant -
Potomac-based asstd. lvng
(Eden Homes Rouen) needs
care-giving asst. 40 hrs./wk.
H.S. dipl. or eqvn't + min.
6 mos' frml Crgvr's schling/
acdmc trng cert. Ver. ref's
& var. shifts/wkends.
$32,178/yr. E-mail: info@
edenhomesofpotomac.com

R JOBS

RPG Programmer/Analyst
Computer Packages Inc, an
international business special-
izing in Intellectual Property
management software and
services, is seeking program-
mers with knowledge of RPG,
D82. Experience with iSeries/
AS400 application develop-
ment preferred. Experience
with Java, Access or COBOL
a plus. Excellent salary and
benefits including health insur-
ance, tuition reimbursement
and opportunity for growth.

Please send resume to:
cpijobs@

computerpackages.com

S JOBS

Bechtel Manufacturing &
Technology, Inc. has an open-
ing in Reston, VA for Lead
Scaffolding Superintendent:
Rspnsbl for field cnstrctn ops
within assgnd dscpln or area.
Position reqs a Bach degree
or foreign degree equiv in
Scaffolding, Safety in
Cnstrctn, and Cnstrctn Mgmt
or related, and 10 yrs of work
exp in any occ in which the
req’d exp was obtained. Var-
ious unanticipated locations.
Relocation possible. To apply,
email resume to
bechtelusjobs@bechtel.com
& ref job #7516409

Senior Director, Biologics
Industry Solutions

The U.S. Pharmacopeial Con-
vention has a opening for
Senior Director, Biologics
Industry Solutions in
Rockville, Maryland. Job
duties include: Serve as
senior leader for the indus-
try solutions team, drive the
program’s strategic market-
ing efforts, and provide sup-
port for scientific outreach
and external collaborations.
Manage, lead, train, and men-
tor other staff members to
support the program globally.
Telecommuting benefits
available. Base Salary Range:
USD $198,000 – 257,000
annually. Target Annual
Bonus: % Varies based on
level of role. Individual com-
pensation packages are
based on various factors
unique to each candidate’s
skill set, experience, qualifi-
cations, equity, and other job-
related reasons. Position
requires travel up to 30%
internationally. Please apply
online at https://usp.jobs/
Refer to Job code
#SDBIS/20421.59.2.

Structural Engineer
Perform structural design &
analysis. MS in Civil
Eng/Structural Eng; OR BS in
Civil Eng/Structural Eng with
2 yrs. work exp. CV to
info@yunassociates.com; Yun
Associates, LLC (Vienna,VA)

Find a job.

T JOBS

Tax Consultant to assist in
preparing fed & state tax
returns; responding to tax
audits; and providing general
accounting services to indi-
viduals and businesses.
Salary: $67K to $75K/yr. Apply
to: HR, Morrissey & Morrissey
PLLC, 5335 Wisconsin Ave,
Ste 440, Washington, D.C.
20015.

Tax Senior
Deloitte Tax LLP seeks a Tax
Senior in Washington, DC to
develop & assist clients in
implementing global tax
strategies for large multina-
tional corp. to provide ETR
reduction & help mobilize
global cash. Position requires
approx. 50% domestic travel.
Salary: $90,020.00-$167,180.
00/yr. To apply visit https://
apply.deloitte.com/. Enter
XA25FT9040 in "Search Jobs"
field. EOE, including disability/
veterans.

Tax Senior
Deloitte Tax LLP seeks a Tax
Senior in McLean, Virginia to
help clients develop tax-
aligned compensation and
benefits programs that
address their global and
domestic needs. To apply visit
https://apply.deloitte.com/.
Enter XA25FT9043 in ‘Search
jobs” field. EOE, including dis-
ability/veterans.

Tax Senior
Deloitte Tax LLP seeks a Tax
Senior in McLean, Virginia to
help client management
understand, plan for, and deal
with the complex and dynam-
ic issues surrounding transfer
pricing. To apply visit https
https://apply.deloitte.com/.
Enter XA25FT9064 in ‘Search
jobs” field. EOE, including dis-
ability/veterans.

Tech Jobs

AMAZON DATA SERVICES,
INC., an Amazon.com compa-
ny - Arlington, Virginia. Tech-
nical Program Manager III:
Develop a roadmap to
achieve in-house controls
monitoring & alarming in
100% of AWS data centers.
Partial telecommuting per-
mitted; employees will be
required to report to office
multiple days per week.
Salary Range $148,700/yr -
$201,200/yr. (AMZ8839687).
Multiple job openings.Apply
online: www.amazon.jobs –
search by AMZ8839687. EOE.

RiskSpan, Inc. seeks Asso-
ciate Data Analyst in Arling-
ton, VA to identify, analyze,
document and interpret
trends or patterns in complex
business processes using
data analysis software and
techniques. Apply at
www.jobpostingtoday.com
Ref #97500.

The local expert on local jobs

Find more 
healthcare jobs.

Tech Jobs
Associate Software

Developer
Implement, maintain, test, &
enhance Java Spring MVC-
based responsive web appli-
cations using OOP & SDLC.
Identify & resolve issues and
bugs. Document project arti-
facts & create formal test
cases. Optimize system per-
formance and memory usage
with data structures & algo-
rithms. Manage repositories
using Git & GitHub. Architect/
optimize MySQL databases.
Implement a frontend inter-
face with HTML/CSS/
JavaScript/jQuery/Ajax. Uti-
lize Google Charts for data
visualization. Requirement:
Master’s degree in Computer
Science and IC3 Certification.
Resume to Job loc: DSFederal,
Inc 6100 Executive Blvd. Ste
550, Rockville, MD 20852

CGI Technologies & Solutions
Inc. seeks Software Develop-
er in Fairfax, VA (& various
unanticipated locations
throughout US) to research,
design, devel, &/or modify
enterprise-wide systs &/or
apps s/w. Job req Bach deg in
Comp Sci, Info Management,
Engg, IT, or a rel field & 5
yrs in any job title involving
exp with COBOL, WSDL, XML,
JCL, & VSAM. Must be willing
to relocate to various unan-
ticipated work locations
throughout US. All offers of
emp are contingent upon suc-
cessful comp of a background
check, which may incl drug
screen depending on work
assignment. Email resume to
recruiting@cgifederal.com &
ref job code 1415.

CGI Technologies & Solutions
Inc. seeks Software Develop-
er in Fairfax, VA (& various
unanticipated locations
throughout US) to research,
design, develop, &/or modify
enterprise-wide systems &/or
apps s/w. Job req Bach deg
in Comp Sci, Applied Comp
Sci, Engg, Info Systems, IT or
a rel field & 5 yrs in any
job title involving exp with
Java, J2EE, Spring, Spring
Boot, SOAP, REST, JPA, Struts,
& Hibernate. Up to 60% tele-
work permitted. Must be will-
ing to relocate to various
unanticipated work locations
throughout US. All offers of
emp are contingent upon suc-
cessful comp of a background
check, which may incl drug
screen depending on work
assignment. Email resume to
recruiting@cgifederal.com &
ref job code 1405.

The local expert on local jobs

Find more 
healthcare jobs.

The local expert on local jobs

Find more 
healthcare jobs.

G6 JOBS H GENERAL JOBS H A H TECH JOBS OPQRS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024

How does age shape the workplace experience and 
what can HR professionals learn from employee survey 
responses? Energage explored data across survey 
statements and uncovered intriguing differences 
between the youngest and oldest age brackets in the 
workforce. These findings highlight the importance of 
understanding employees’ perspectives at different 
career stages and using this knowledge to drive 
meaningful action.

Here are some of the significant takeaways from our 
survey results:

Takeaway #1: Older workers are more 
favorable overall

Workers 65 or older consistently report some of the 
most favorable survey scores, including an impressive 82 
percent favorable workplace experience score. Younger 
employees tend to score slightly lower, with those 
younger than 25 scoring 76 percent favorable. Older 
workers have similar or higher scores on nearly every 
survey statement compared with their youngest 
colleagues, who are typically new to the workforce. 

Takeaway #2: Older workers are more loyal

Differences are most extreme around loyalty, 
in response to the survey statement “I have 
not considered searching for a better job in the 
past month.” Employees 65 or older were 82 
percent favorable on this statement, while employees 
younger than 25 were 57 percent favorable. This likely 
reflects a generational difference in philosophy on 
commitment owed to organizations. Employees 65 or 
older are at or nearing retirement age and are far less 
likely to consider a move. Younger employees view 
moving between organizations as a way to develop and 
increase their earning potential more quickly. 

Takeaway #3: Older workers are more at peace 
with pay

Regarding compensation, workers 65 or older were 74 
percent favorable on the survey statement “My pay is 
fair for the work I do,” while employees younger than 
25 were 59 percent favorable. Similar to loyalty, this 
is likely in part due to where employees are in their 
careers, as well as where they are in their pay scale. 
Younger employees may still be on the low side of their 
pay scale due to their inexperience and in lower-level 
positions that tend to pay less. 

Takeaway #4: Older workers find 
work-life balance

For the survey statement “I have the flexibility I need 
to balance my work and personal life,” employees 65 
or older were 89 percent favorable, while employees 

younger than 25 were 76 percent favorable. Some 

of these differences may be explained by older 

employees having more latitude in their work 

planning due to their experience and likely higher-

level positions. There also may be differences in 

expectations for work-life flexibility and balance 

across different age groups.

Takeaway #5: Older workers find more 

meaningfulness

Regarding the survey statement: “My job makes me feel 

like I am part of something meaningful,” employees 65 

or older were 91 percent favorable, while employees 

younger than 25 were 79 percent favorable. It’s 

possible that older employees tend to be in higher-level 

positions that have more impact on decisions related 

to the organization’s goals and direction and thus see 

more direct impact from their work. In contrast, younger 

employees may often be in lower-level roles where their 

work is more monotonous, and the impact of that work 

is unclear.

Takeaway #6: Younger workers see more in 

development

Younger workers have the edge on the survey 

statement “My manager helps me learn and grow.” 

Employees 65 or older were 83 percent favorable while 

employees younger than 25 were 85 percent favorable. 

It may be the case that older employees feel that they 

no longer have much to learn in their current role. They 

may also feel that their manager is ill-equipped to help 

them grow or has not taken the time to try. Younger 

employees may reap the benefits, with managers 

focusing more time and attention on helping them 

develop their skills and abilities. 

Worth noting, those in the 65 and older age group tend 

to be quite small within organizations, so their scores 

tend to be more extreme than those of larger groups.

Kinsley Smith is senior people scientist at Energage, an 

employee survey firm that is The Washington Post’s survey 

partner for Top Workplaces. The production of this section did 

not involve the news or editorial staff of The Washington Post.
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Visit washingtonpost.com/jobs to view complete details and to apply to these and thousands of other listings.

washingtonpost.com/jobs

Washington Post Jobs’ Featured Employer
packages offer a valuable and unique way
to source qualified candidates. Become an 
FE today and leverage the power of Wash-
ington Post media. Contact your Jobs ac-
count rep and call 202-334-4101.

Washington Post Featured 
Employers are D.C.’s largest and most 
prominent organizations. They include em-
ployers across a range of industries, like IT, 
accounting, healthcare, and government, 
and are hiring candidates today!

To view a complete list of 
our Featured Employers’ job listings, visit 
www.washingtonpost.com/jobs. To regis-
ter online, create a job seeker profile and 
upload your resume visit washingtonpost.
com/resume.

Searching for talent? Join 
some of D.C.’s top companies on the area’s 
#1 job board. Washington Post Jobs has 
over 1.5 million registered online jobseek-
ers across a variety of industries, occupa-
tions and career levels.

This spotlight showcases a small sample 
of our Featured Employers, allowing you to 
learn about each company and some of the 
thousands of jobs they are currently hiring 
for. Check out the FE Spotlight each Sunday 
to discover new D.C. area companies.

FEATURED EMPLOYERS SPOTLIGHT

Adventist HealthCare
Healthcare–We are a faith-based healthcare organization, 
based in Montgomery County, Maryland. We are the largest 
employer in Montgomery County with over 6,000 employees! 
Our comprehensive approach to caring for our community 
includes three acute-care hospitals – Shady Grove Medical 
Center, White Oak Medical Center and Fort Washington Medi-
cal Center – as well as two Physical Rehabilitation hospitals, 
Outpatient centers, Imaging Centers, Urgent Cares, Home Care 
Services, Employer Health Programs and Physician… 

George Mason University
Education–George Mason University is a university with three 
campuses, each with a distinctive academic focus that plays a 
critical role in the economy of its region. At each campus, stu-
dents, faculty, and staff have full access to all the university's 
resources, while duplication of programs and support services 
is minimized through the use of technology. In addition to the 
main campus in Fairfax, the university has campuses in Arling-
ton and Prince William Counties. 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
Delivery and Transportation–The Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority operates the second largest rail transit 
system and the fifth largest bus network in the United States. 
Safe, clean and reliable, "America's Transit System" transports 
more than a third of the federal government to work and mil-
lions of tourists to the landmarks in the Nation's Capital. Metro 
has earned a worldwide reputation for security and architec-
tural beauty. WMATA is clearly the employer of choice for over 
10,000 area residents. The Authority was created in 1967 by… 

Dewberry
Engineering–Dewberry is a leading, market-facing professional 
services firm with more than 50 locations and 2,000 profes-
sionals nationwide. What sets us apart from our competitors 
are our people. At Dewberry, we seek out exceptional talent 
and strive to deliver the highest quality of services to our cli-
ents. Whether you’re an experienced professional or a new 
graduate, you’ll have the chance to collaborate with the best 
and brightest and work on innovative and complex projects at 
the forefront of the industry. Our commitment to excellence… 

Westat
Research–Westat, headquartered in Rockville, Maryland, near 
Washington, D.C., is an employee-owned research corporation 
serving agencies of the U.S. Government, state and local gov-
ernments, businesses, and foundations. We conduct surveys 
and program evaluations, provide statistical research, and offer 
related services. Our multiproject environment provides career 
opportunities in health, energy, education, transportation, the 
environment, human services, and the workforce. We combine 
the relevant research area expertise… 

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Associations–The American Speech-Language-Hearing Asso-
ciation was founded in 1925. It is a not-for-profit scientific and 
professional association for speech-language pathologists, au-
diologists, and speech and hearing scientists. ASHA is commit-
ted to the consumers of our services, the more than 42 million 
Americans with communication disorders. ASHA's mission is 
to ensure that all people with speech-language, and hearing 
disorders receive quality services from well-educated profes-
sionals. The American Speech-Language-Hearing… 

Fairfax County Government
Government and Public Services–Fairfax County, Virginia is a di-
verse and thriving urban county. As the most populous jurisdic-
tion in both Virginia and the Washington metropolitan area, the 
County's population exceeds that of seven states. The median 
household income of Fairfax County is one of the highest in the 
nation and over half of its adult residents have four-year col-
lege degrees or more educational attainment. Fairfax County 
also is home to an extensive commercial office market and is 
a major employment center. Fairfax County Government is a… 

Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority
Airport Operations/Management–The Metropolitan Washington 
Airports Authority operates a two-airport system that provides do-
mestic and international air service for the mid-Atlantic region. The 
organization consists of approximately 1,700 employees in a struc-
ture that includes central administration, airports management, 
and police and fire departments. In addition to operating Ronald 
Reagan Washington National and Washington Dulles International 
Airports, the Airports Authority is responsible for capital improve-
ments at both airports and management of the Dulles Toll Road. 

Fairfax Water
Science–Fairfax County Water Authority (Fairfax Water) is Vir-
ginia's largest water utility, serving one out of every five Vir-
ginians who obtain their water from public utilities. Nearly 1.5 
million people in the Northern Virginia communities of Fairfax, 
Loudoun, Prince William and Alexandria depend on Fairfax Wa-
ter for superior drinking water. That's 1.5 million friends, neigh-
bors and family members. We don't need any other reason to 
demand the highest in water quality standards! Chartered in 
1957 by the Virginia State Corporation Commission as a… 

Alexandria City Public Schools
Education–Alexandria City Public Schools is one of the most di-
verse school systems in the country and we celebrate that di-
versity. Our students come from more than 80 different coun-
tries, speak more than 60 languages, and represent a rainbow 
of ethnic and cultural groups. They are economically diverse, 
but all are rich in that the residents of Alexandria are dedicated 
to ensuring that each and every one of them achieves success. 
The children of Alexandria have benefited significantly from the 
strong support of City Council and the Alexandria… 

The MIL Corporation (MIL)
Government Contractor–Established in 1980, MIL provides inno-
vative cyber, engineering, financial, and information technology 
services to the federal government. Our subject matter experts 
help advance customer operations through proven tools and 
methodologies. Dedicated to excellence, service, and support, 
MIL recognizes that sustained high-quality service delivery is a 
critical contributor to our success. We are recognized by our 
clients and industry professionals alike for our integrity, dili-
gence, and expertise across our core service areas: Cyber… 

AARP
Associations–AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, social welfare 
organization with a membership of nearly 38 million. Our aim 
is to disrupt preconceived notions about aging, turn goals and 
dreams into Real Possibilities, strengthen communities and 
fight for the issues that matter most to people 50-plus and 
their families; such as health care, employment security and 
retirement planning. 

Capital One
Financial Services and Banking–We Don’t Only Think Big 
Things—At Capital One, We Do Big Things. You’re dedicated to 
your career. You deserve professional satisfaction and personal 
fulfillment. You belong at Capital One. Here, every day brings 
another chance to do impactful work that matters: helping 
millions of customers confidently manage their money, build-
ing stronger communities and delivering truly disruptive tech. 
You’ll give your all alongside some of the brightest, most resil-
ient people in the industry—and in return, you’ll enjoy…  

Unlock a realm of 
career possibilities!

Find tailored job opportunities at

WashingtonPostJobs.com
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Pharmacy Inventory Tech, 
Day Shift, Pharmacy–
Silver Spring
Adventist HealthCare's White 
Oak Medical Center is hiring 
a Pharmacy Inventory Tech 
for our Pharmacy in Silver 
Spring, MD who will embrace 
our mission to extend God's 
care through the ministry of 
physical, mental, and spiri-
tual healing. Qualified…

Assistant Nurse Manager 
(ANM), Day Shift, PACU–
Rockville
Adventist HealthCare seeks to 
hire an experienced Assistant 
Nurse Manager for our PACU 
who will embrace our mission 
to extend God's care through 
the ministry of physical, men-
tal, and spiritual healing. As 
an Assistant Nurse Manager 
you will…

Employee Relations 
Consultant–Fairfax
Department: Human Resourc-
es. Classification: Administra-
tive Faculty. Job Category: Ad-
ministrative or Professional 
Faculty. Job Type: Full-Time. 
Work Schedule: Full-time (1.0 
FTE, 40 hrs/wk). Location: 
Fairfax, VA. Workplace Type: 
Hybrid Eligible. Salary: Salary 
commensurate with…

Assistant Director of 
Development–Fairfax
Department: Col of Visual and 
Performing Arts. Classifica-
tion: Public Relations & Mktg 
Spec 3. Job Category: Classi-
fied Staff. Job Type: Full-Time. 
Work Schedule: Full-time (1.0 
FTE, 40 hrs/wk). Location: Fair-
fax, VA. Workplace Type: Hy-
brid Eligible. Pay Band: 04. Sal-
ary: Salary commensurate…

Senior Vehicle Engineer 
(Rail)–
Join our team as a Senior Ve-
hicle Engineer and take the 
lead in optimizing the perfor-
mance and safety of our rail 
vehicle fleet. In this vital role, 
you will apply your expertise 
in railcar systems and engi-
neering to tackle complex 
technical challenges, oversee 
high-impact projects…

Ridership Anlayst–
Washington D.C.
The Ridership Analyst con-
ducts analysis of Metro's rid-
ership and related data with-
in the Ridership and Mobility 
Analysis team in the Office 
of Planning. The incumbent 
works across multiple large 
datasets to query data, con-
duct analysis, ensure accu-
racy, and perform quality…

Security Escort Field Team 
Lead–Fairfax
We are seeking a Field Team 
Lead to oversee and coordi-
nate the daily activities of our 
on premise security escorts. 
In this role, you will serve as 
the primary point of contact 
for the security team mem-
bers, ensuring tasks are cov-
ered, documented, and safety 
is ensured…

Senior Resilience Planner–
Fairfax
Dewberry is seeking a Senior 
Resilience Planner to join our 
multi-disciplinary and action-
oriented team (Fairfax office, 
other locations where a Dew-
berry office resides will be 
considered; hybrid-eligible). 
This position will support the 
Resilience Solutions Group at 
the intersection of…

Experienced Field Medical 
Records Abstractor–
Rockville
Westat is seeking to hire 
Experienced Field Medical 
Records Abstractors to work 
on-site at their assigned loca-
tion for a data collection ef-
fort to abstract specific data 
items from hospital data. 
The primary role is to review 
medical records in a…

Transportation Survey 
Data Processor (Hourly) - 
Atlanta, GA–Atlanta
Westat has immediate open-
ings for part-time (20-30 
hours) to full-time (40 hours) 
travel survey data processors 
to support our current state 
and national household travel 
surveys. Responsibilities will 
include: Reviewing Logic 
Checks: Review…

Speech Language 
Pathologist–New York City
We are hiring in Carmel, NY! 
Join us at Easterseals NY- Car-
mel for an exciting career as 
a Part-Time Speech-Language 
Pathologist. Salary range: $50-
70/hr Essential Job Functions: 
Evaluate communication 
skills to include: receptive lan-
guage, expressive language, 
articulation…

Speech Language 
Pathologist–New York City
We are hiring in Bronx, NY! 
Join us at Easterseals NY 
Bronx Child Development 
Center for an exciting career 
as a Speech-Language Pathol-
ogist! Salary Range: $65,000- 
90,000 (depending on creden-
tials and experience) Position 
Summary: Easterseals NY 
Bronx Child…

Assistant County Attorney V - 
Employment/Labor Law
The successful applicant will 
counsel and represent county 
agencies and employees 
regarding a wide range of 
employment related matters. 
The successful applicant will 
personally handle litigation in 
state and federal courts and 
before state administrative 
agencies and provide legal…

Director Of Department Of 
Information Technology/
Chief Information Officer
The CIO shapes the strate-
gic direction for technology 
services and digital transfor-
mation, and provides leader-
ship, direction, oversight, and 
guidance for the administra-
tion, planning, budgeting, op-
erations, and activities of the 
Department of Information…

Senior Contracting Officer 
(Engineering & Construction)-1–
Washington D.C.
Compensation Grade: S21. 
Salary Range: $100,655.00-
$145,951.00. Opening Date: 
December 18, 2024. As a 
Senior Contracting Officer 
(Engineering & Construction), 
you will perform and provide 
guidance…

Information Governance 
Program Manager Term–
Washington D.C.
Compensation Grade: S20. 
Salary Range: $89,671.00-
$130,023.00. Opening Date: 
December 18, 2024. As the 
Information Governance Pro-
gram Manager Term, you will 
work with…

Accounts Payable 
Specialist I/II–Fairfax
Under general supervision of 
the General Accounting Su-
pervisor, performs the day to 
day processing of accounts 
payable transactions for Fair-
fax Water. Examples of Duties: 
Reviews all invoices for ap-
propriate documentation and 
distributes them as necessary 
for authorization…

Junior Operator/Plant 
Operator
Making regular and continu-
ous tours of the treatment 
plant facilities and monitoring 
the performance of operating 
equipment and the effective-
ness of the treatment pro-
cess. Reporting any unusual 
conditions to Lead Operator.

Elementary Teacher 4-5th 
Grade - General Pool 
(2024-25 SY)–Alexandria
The Elementary Teacher fa-
cilitates student success in 
academic and interpersonal 
skills by implementing district 
approved curriculum; docu-
menting teaching and student 
progress/activities/outcomes; 
addressing specific educa-
tional needs of…

Bus Driver - General Pool 
(2024-25 SY)–Alexandria
The Bus Driver transports stu-
dents over scheduled routes 
and/or to/from special excur-
sions; ensures vehicle is in 
safe operating condition; and 
ensures safety of students 
during transport, loading and 
unloading from buses. This job 
reports to the Transportation 
Supervisor…

Accounting Clerk II–
Lexington Park
Clearance Required: Public 
Trust. Education Required: HS/
GED. US Citizenship: Required. 
The MIL Corporation is seek-
ing an Accounting Clerk II to 
support a Federal Govern-
ment client at our Lexington 
Park, MD location. This posi-
tion is with the Central Travel 
Agency (CTA)…

Junior Management Analyst 
(Project Administrator I)–
Lexington Park
Clearance Required: Ability 
to Obtain a Secret. Education 
Required: HS/GED. US Citizen-
ship: Required. The MIL Cor-
poration is seeking a Junior 
Management Analyst (Project 
Administrator I) to support a 
Federal Government client at 
our Lexington Park, MD…

Policy and Research 
Manager (Health Policy)–
Washington D.C.
The Policy and Research Man-
ager designs and conducts 
health policy research and 
analysis to support the de-
velopment of AARP's public 
policy priorities and positions 
on health issues. Presents key 
findings and policy implica-
tions from this research…

Data Science Manager
The Data Science Manager 
will lead the development 
of scalable algorithms and 
real-time recommendation 
systems, driving key business 
insights. This role focuses 
on building efficient data 
pipelines and implementing 
advanced machine learning 
models for classification and 
regression tasks, including…

TripleTree - Investment 
Banking Associate–
Bloomington, MN
TripleTree is a trusted partner 
for mergers and acquisitions, 
recapitalizations, and stra-
tegic advisory services. As 
a leading healthcare invest-
ment bank, we are dedicated 
to continuous improvement…

Senior Manager, Ontology 
and Data Governance–
McLean
The role of the Senior Man-
ager of Ontology and Data 
Modeling is to develop, imple-
ment, and maintain enterprise 
ontologies in support of Capi-
tal One's Data Strategy. The 
Senior Manager of Ontology 
and Data…

Tech Jobs
Computer/IT: Senior Software
Engineer – Association of
American Medical Colleges -
Washington, DC– Designs,
codes, tests, debugs, and
documents new software
systems, existing software
systems or applications pro-
grams. Reqs: Bach or frgn
equiv in Computer Science,
Information Technology, or a
closely related field +7yrs of
prgr resp exp in a software
eng occ or Master’s degree
or frgn equiv in Computer
Science, Information Technol-
ogy, or a closely related field
+5yrs of prgr resp exp in a
software eng occ. Position eli-
gible for full-time telecom-
muting from within the 48
contiguous states. Send CV to
irecruitment@aamc.org. Pls
ref code: 19-1141

Data Analyst, Analyze and
interpret complex data sets
related to clients' business
metrics to drive decision-
making and foster company
growth. May need to work in
other locations as required.
Master’s in Data Science,
Data Analytics, Statistics, or
any related. Mail resume to
HR, Sapphire Software Solu-
tions, Inc., 20130 Lakeview
Center Plaza, Suite 400, Ash-
burn, VA 20147

Navy Federal Credit Union has
F/T permanent openings for
ETS Engineer II pos. to for-
mulate strategies & dvlp API
based buss. sol’ns. Reqs:
Bach/equiv in CS/Info
sys/Engg (any)+ 5 yrs prog.
exp in Business Analysis OR
in lieu Master’s/equiv + 1 yr
exp. Job Loc’n: Vienna, VA.
Part time telecommuting per-
mitted. Mail Cvr Ltr & CV:
Venkatesh Kawthale, 820
Follin Lane SE, Vienna, VA
22180 or email openpositions
@navyfederal.org. Must use
Ref# "ETS Engineer II
Ref#240044”

Find a job.

The local expert on local jobs
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Tech Jobs
Navy Federal Credit Union has
F/T permanent openings for
ETS Engineer III-Cloud Engi-
neer pos. to dsgn & build
cloud security platforms.
Reqs: Bach/equiv in
CS/IT/Engg (any)+ 5 yrs prog.
exp as Computer professional
OR in lieu Master’s/equiv +
1 yr exp. Job Loc’n: Vienna,
VA. Full time telecommuting
permitted. Mail Cvr Ltr & CV:
Venkatesh Kawthale, 820
Follin Lane SE, Vienna, VA
22180 or email openpositions
@navyfederal.org. Must use
Ref# " ETS Engineer III Ref#
240043

IT Network Business
Analyst: Analyze, design IT
infrastructure solutions. Plan,
execute system upgrades,
deployments, and migrations.
Implement IT architectures.
Configure Firewall, VPN and
Intrusion Prevention. Project
Management and data analy-
sis. Night shift: 11:00 pm-7:00
am, Mon-Fri, occasional
weekends and holidays.
Bachelors’ Degree in Busi-
ness and Data Analysis or
Information Systems. Two
years experience in building
business IT solutions. Knowl-
edge of Network architecture
and security standards, Cloud
services. Apply by mail,
Notionspace LLC, 1629 K
Street NW, Suite 300, Wash-
ington, DC 20006 or email
careers@notionspace.com.

Search 20,000 
job listings 
by location. 

The local expert on local jobs

The local expert on local jobs

Find more jobs.

Find a job.

Tech Jobs

IT PROFESSIONALS
Ace Integrator Inc has multi-
ple openings in Chantilly, VA,
Business Systems Analyst:
Work, Review, Perform,
Assist, Provide, Prep & Doc-
ument reqmnts for enhance-
ments for specific app.
Computer Programmer:
Write, Collab, Implement, Cor-
rect, Create, Debug, Updt &
expand existing progs.
Software Developer:
Analyze, Review, Plan, Prep,
Dsgn, Assist, Work & Track
all coding changes using help
desk & version control soft-
ware.
Software Engineer: Respon,
Involve, Work, Perform, Prep,
Dvlp & maintain web services
test scripts.
Sr. Business Systems Ana-
lyst: Analyze, Improve, Work,
Create, Use & Oversee imple-
mentation proj from begin-
ning to completion.
Sr. Software Developer:
Dvlp, Identify, Automate, Per-
form, Collab, Document,
Ensure, Review & debug code.
All positions req trvl/reloc to
various unanticipated client
locs throughout the U.S.
w/expenses paid by emplyr.
Standard Co. Bnfts offered.
Mail res & position to HR Mgr,
Ace Integrator Inc, 4455
Brookfield Corporate Dr,
Ste#102B, Chantilly, VA,
20151 or email
hr@aceintegrator.com. EOE.

Project Leads
Infocepts, LLC seeks Project
Leads: Req. Bach or equiv. in
IT, Comp. Sci, Eng (any), or
related + 4 yrs relevant indus.
exp. performing Design, dev.
programming or analysis in
(BI) env. or DataWarehouse.
In lieu of degree, will accept
9 yrs' exp. in above stated
occup. Position is based out
of our VA, HQ & subj. to relo-
cation. Qualified applicants
submit resume to global
mobility@infocepts.com or
InfoCepts, LLC, 1750 Tysons
Blvd, Ste 1508, McLean, VA
22102 Attn: HR Mngr.

Find 
the right job 

for you.

The local expert on local jobs

Tech Jobs
Senior Data Engineer
The U.S. Pharmacopeial Con-
vention has multiple openings
for Senior Data Engineer in
Rockville, Maryland. Job
duties include: Design, build,
and execute efficient and
governed data pipelines to
support the Data Strategy &
Analytics team. Responsible
for designing, developing, and
maintaining the Dev-Ops
capabilities for the data strat-
egy teams.
Base Salary Range: USD
$127,546 – 144,000 annually.
Target Annual Bonus: %
Varies based on level of role.
Individual compensation
packages are based on var-
ious factors unique to each
candidate’s skill set, experi-
ence, qualifications, equity,
and other job-related rea-
sons. Telecommuting benefits
available. Please apply online
at https://usp.jobs/ Refer to
Job code #SDE/20421.44.5.

Senior Engineer, Software
Development

Verato, Inc. seeks Senior
Engineer, Software Devel-
opment (multi openings) in
McLean, VA to design and
develop SaaS offerings and
participate in all phases of the
software development lifecy-
cle. Requires a Bachelor’s
degree in Information Tech-
nology, Computer Engineer-
ing or related and 3 years’
experience working with
OOD/OOP, design patterns,
performance & scalability,
and multi-tiered distributed
systems from web layer to
data layer, Linux, and Git; and
coding in Javascript. Telecom-
muting permitted 4 days per
week, must be in office 1
day per week. To apply mail
resume to Alison Webber, Ver-
ato, Inc., ATTN: SESD, 1751
Pinnacle Drive, Ste. 1700,
McLean, VA 22102

Find more jobs.

Find a job.

Tech Jobs
Senior Software Engineer II

(SSE2)
Appian Corporation, McLean,
VA, seeks SSE2 with excep-
tional communication skills
and deep knowledge of
Android development and flu-
ency in Java, JavaScript,
React-Native, Kotlin, and C++
to leverage knowledge of data
structures, algorithms, and
design patterns to write soft-
ware in a full-stack web and
mobile environment. Lever-
age relevant software devel-
opment experience – sharing
advanced/expert knowledge
as key resources - to radiate
best practices and faster
development. Manage avail-
ability, latency, scalability and
efficiency of product by engi-
neering reliability into soft-
ware and systems. Identify
opportunities for code refac-
toring and performance opti-
mizations on a regular basis
and champion these efforts
within the team. Serve as
experienced mentor to junior
software engineers by shar-
ing best-practices and provid-
ing guidance on proficiency.
Contribute to Appian's long-
term documentation through
publishing relevant, high-
quality content to Engineer-
ing's technical documenta-
tion site. Req: Master of Com-
puter Science or related +
min. 2 years of exp. in job
offered or as Software Engi-
neer in Android environment
or in lieu of the employer will
accept Bachelor of Computer
Science or related + min. 5
years of exp. in job offered
or as a Software Engineer in
Android environment.
Reply to Box Number
M1000000784, The Washing-
ton Post, Washington DC
20071.

Get tips 
and advice for
recent grads.

The local expert on local jobs

The local expert on local jobs

Find more jobs.

Tech Jobs
Senior Software Engineer
The U.S. Pharmacopeial Con-
vention has multiple openings
for Senior Software Engineer
in Rockville, Maryland. Job
duties include: Responsible
for application software
design, development, sys-
tems maintenance, modifica-
tion, and documentation. Uti-
lize structured analysis and
design methodologies to per-
form full life cycle develop-
ment for USP applications
ranging in complexity.
Base Salary Range: USD
$135,013 – 144,000 annually.
Target Annual Bonus: %
Varies based on level of role.
Individual compensation
packages are based on var-
ious factors unique to each
candidate’s skill set, experi-
ence, qualifications, equity,
and other job-related rea-
sons. May telecommute.
Please apply online at
https://usp.jobs/ Refer to Job
code #SSE3/20421.46.7.

Software Technical Expert;
Amdocs, Inc, Herndon VA:
Support software production
tickets & IT integration w/
multiparty software plat-
forms. Design, devel, modify,
& debug software code
according to functional & tech
design specs supporting the
telecommunications industry.
Resp for identifying, trou-
bleshooting, & analyzing soft-
ware performance issues &
software solution integration
errors w/ hardware. Also resp
for serving as an expert on
specific tech delivery solu-
tions during the software
development life cycle. Skills
Req: Must have knowl of soft-
ware & operating tools (i.e.,
Java, Jira, Unix, Linux, Oracle,
version control system); data
management & deployment
software (i.e., Kubernetes,
Couchbase, Elasticsearch,
kafka); & knowl of cloud ser-
vices (i.e., AWS, Graafana).
Education req: Bachelor’s
degree (or foreign equivalent)
in Computer Science, Soft-
ware Engineering, Communi-
cation Engineering, or close-
ly related software or engi-
neering degree + 60 months
exp as an Info Tech profes-
sional. Apply https://jobs.
amdocs.com/careers/job/56
3430999591592 , ATTN: Req
ID -193434

Tech Jobs
Software Developer
LynxTech Group LLC has
openings for the position Soft-
ware Developer with Master’s
degree in Computer Science,
Eng (any), Technology, Mgmt.
Info. Sys or related to design,
develop, implement, maintain
and test business functions
and web applications using
a variety of languages, tools,
methodologies and technolo-
gies. Develop, create and
modify general computer
applications software or spe-
cialized utility programs. Ana-
lyze user needs and develop
software solutions. Design
software or customize soft-
ware for client use with the
aim of optimizing operational
efficiency.
Work location is Herndon,VA
with required to travel and
work from various unantic-
ipated client worksites
throughout the USA. Please
mail resumes to 209 Elden
St, Suite#306, Herndon, VA-
20170. (OR) e-mail:
accounts@
lynxtechgroup.com

CCS Intervention Operations,
LLC seeks Senior Software
Data Engineers for Multiple
Openings in Bowie, MD (&
other US locations), to gen-
erate business logic, custom
queries & reports from SW
apps using T-SQL per defined
tech specs. MS in CS, Info
Tech Mgmt, Bus. Anlytcs., or
rltd field, plus 3 yrs of exp.
in job off. or an Anlyst, Eng.,
or rltd role. Telecomm. Avail.
Comp: $148,221–$158,221/
Yr. For complete require-
ments, submit resume to:
https://job-boards.
greenhouse.io/ccscareers/
jobs/6283554003

CCS Intervention Operations,
LLC seeks a Software Data
Engineer in Bowie, MD (&
other US locations), to gen-
erate business logic, custom
queries & reports from SW
apps using T-SQL per defined
tech specs. MS in CS, Info
Tech Mgmt, Electronics &
Comm Eng., or rltd field, plus
1 yr of exp. in job off. or an
Anlyst, or rltd role. Telecomm.
Avail. Comp: $122,699 –
$132,699/Yr. For complete
requirements, submit resume
to: https://job-boards.green
house.io/ccscareers/jobs/
6284184003

Tech Jobs

(Yotta Tech Ports Inc has mul-
tiple openings in Mechan-
icsville, VA): Software Devel-
oper: Design & dev. comp.
apps. s/w & specialized utility
programs. Will work in various
unanticipated locations thru-
out the US. Req. BS in Comp.
Sci., Engr., or related & 2 yrs
exp. Send resume & refer to
job title to Yotta Tech Ports
Inc, 9105 Dickey Dr, Mechan-
icsville, VA 23116 or
usa-hr@yottatechports.com.

Technical Consultant
Multiple openings available
for following positions in
Reston, VA & unanticipated
client locations throughout
the US:

Technical Consultant – 1920
Association Dr, Suite 501,
Reston, VA – 20191. Dsgn,
dvlp & maintain new apps, &
solutions to enhance IT ser-
vice requests in Service
Request Mgmt module. Auto-
mate the process of creating
& adding items to the service
catalog & implmnt tech solu-
tions. Prfrm S/w configura-
tion/ customization incl UI
customization, workflow
admin, data imports, third-
party s/w integrations &
homepage customization.
Create, monitor, mdfy, & pub-
lish service catalog work-
flows. Trvl & relocation may
be expected approx 10% of
the time to unanticipated
work locations throughout
the U.S. Salary: $122,699.00

To apply: Please Mail your
resume and position applied
for to Cloud BC Labs, Inc,
Attn: HR Manager, 1920 Asso-
ciation Dr, Suite 501, Reston,
VA – 20191 or e-mail to:

immigration@
cloudbclabs.com

TECHNOLOGY
PROFESSIONALS

Multiple openings available in
Reston, VA. Wal-Mart is seek-
ing candidates for the follow-
ing position: Senior Data Engi-
neer, Senior Software Engi-
neer. Job duties incl but not
limited to dsgn'g, dvlp'g,
implementing, testing & sup-
porting systs & bus. apps. For
job req'mts & to apply, visit
http://careers.walmart.com,
& apply to any of the following
Job ID #'s R-2053126,
R-2053261, R-2053294.
EOE, AAE.

Tech Jobs
TECHNOLOGY
Wal-Mart is seeking a Senior
Manager I, Software Engi-
neering in Reston, VA. Job
duties incl but not limited to
leading & participating in
medium- to lrg-scale, com-
plex, cross-functional projs by
reviewing proj req'mts. Bach-
elor's or equiv in CS, IT, or
rel. fld + 6 yrs of exp in SW
eng'g or rel. fld OR Master's
or equiv in CS, IT, or rel. fld
+ 3 yrs of exp in SW eng'g
or rel. fld. Skills req'd incl but
not limited to exp w/: Coding
in object-oriented prog'g lan-
guage such as Java; Dsgn'g
& Implementing REST Srvcs in
Java using Spring Boot; Dvlp-
ng Single Page Apps using
Angular, React, NodeJs; Writ-
ing Junit tests for Java Apps
& Jest for UI apps. Employer
will accept any amount of exp
w/ req'd skills. Supervises 7.
For detailed job req'mts & to
apply, visit http://careers.
walmart.com, & apply to the
following Job ID # R-2053301.
EOE, AAE.

TECHNOLOGY

Afiniti, Inc. has the following
openings in Washington D.C.:
Senior Data Engineer: Impl.
ETL proced. & stndrds for
exist. & new dplymnts. Salary:
$105,206 - $125,206. (V101)
Expert Software Engineer
– System Integration and
Design: Des. & excte end-to-
end telephony integrations of
Afiniti’s prod. suite w/in Afiniti
client envrnmnts. Telecom-
muting permitted. Salary:
$122,699 - $142,699. (A100)
Staff Research Scientist:
Lead & mng a team of
research scientists & data sci-
entists. Salary: $175,000 -
$195,000. (Z099)
To apply: Please send
resumes to Afiniti, Inc., 1701
Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite
600, Washington, D.C. 20006;
recruitment@afiniti.com

Find more jobs.

The local expert on local jobs

Tech Jobs
UX/UI Developer

Design visual & user-friend-
ly interfaces for the CDORS
system & HBCU site using
Figma & Adobe Illustrator,
ensuring a seamless user
experience; Conduct in-depth
problem analysis through
usability testing & user inter-
action to collect insights &
feedback to enhance system
functionality & user experi-
ence; Optimize user support
& issue analysis by leverag-
ing tools such as Redmine
and Microsoft Power BI; Uti-
lize Windows PowerShell
scripts for automating fulfill-
ment processes & leverage
Microsoft Access for data-
base mgmnt & order informa-
tion analysis, ensuring accu-
rate & efficient data retrieval.

Req.: Bachelor’s degree in
Design related with computer
graphics & digital interface
coursework. Job in Rockville,
MD. Snd Resume to: DSFeder-
al, Inc., 6100 Executive Blvd.
Ste 550, Rockville, MD 20852.

Search 20,000 
job listings 
by industry. 

The local expert on local jobs

Find a job.
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ATTENTIONADVERTISERS:
All advertisements for the sale or rental of dwelling units
published in The Washington Post are subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise 'any
preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race,
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin,
or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or
discrimination.' State law forbids discrimination based on
factors in addition to those protected under federal law.

The Washington Post will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available
on an equal opportunity basis.

the local expert
on local jobs

homes for sale,
commercial real estate rentals

merchandise, garage 
sales, auctions, tickets dogs, cats, birds, fi sh

Trustee Sales
202-334-5782

washingtonpost.com/
recruit

washingtonpost.com/
realestate

washingtonpost.com/
rentals

washingtonpost.com/
merchandise

washingtonpost.com/
pets

mypublicnotices.com/
washingtonpost/
PublicNotice.asp

For Recruitment advertisements, go to
washingtonpost.com/recruit or call

202-334-4100 (toll free 1-800-765-3675)

Legal Notices: 202-334-7007
Auctions, Estate Sales, Furniture: 202-334-7029

Biz Ops/Services: 202-334-5787

To place an ad, go to
washingtonpostads.com or call 202-334-6200

Non-commercial advertisers can now place ads 24/7 by calling 202-334-6200

Cars1405

BMW
BMW 328i 2010 Front end dam-
age, good motor & trans, good 
tires. Text me 202-855-3526

LAND ROVER

LEXUS 250is 2010 Convertible, 
60K, black,  mint, recent service
and inspection, garaged. $16K. 202-
320-4646

Antiques & Classics1408

WANTED VINTAGE SPORTS
CARS & CLASSICS

Especially Mercedes,
Porsche, Jaguar.

Highest prices paid for
the very best examples.
Call Bob 703-966-0122

Autos Wanted1447

DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/RV
Lutheran Mission Society of MD
Compassion Place ministries help 
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. Tax deductible. MVA 
licensed #W1044. 410-228-8437 
www.CompassionPlace.org

Houses Wanted
to Buy

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929.

WE                 BUY HOUSES

Collectibles225

Vintage Toys 1950s/60s 
games,wooden puzzles,red haired 
Cabbage Patch,singer sewing ma-
chine,cash register,Japanese doll 
w/wigs, bunk bed doll bed w/linens
& ladder,cotton dresses,tea sets.
Can send pics.rtkeese@gmail.com

Electronics245

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-6870.

Home & Garden265

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-844-566-3227

Found602

FAIRFAX CO. ANIMAL SERVICES If
you have lost an animal in the Fair-
fax County/Washington Metro area: 
Please call the Fairfax Co. Animal
Shelter at 703-830-1100 or online 
for found animals at
fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter

HOWARD CO. ANIMAL CONTROL
If you have lost an animal in the
Howard County/Washington Metro
area: Please call Howard Co. Animal 
Control at 410-313-2780

MONTGOMERY CO. ANIMAL
SHELTER If you have lost an ani-
mal in the Washington Metro area: 
Please call the Montgomery Co.
Animal Shelter at 240-773-5960 or 
online for found animals at
www.mchumane.org

Dogs for Sale610

Cockapoo puppies ready Christ-
mas Eve family raised 1yr genetic
health guar. vet chk, UTD shots
17212 Newburg, PA. 717-423-9914

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS 5 
females, 1 male, 2 all black, 4 sa-
bles, shots, wormed, parents on
premises, AKC, ready 12/12. $600
240-606-3815

GOLDEN RETRIEVERS 
 PUPS & ADULTS 8 weeks - 5 
yrs. Vet checked, parents on 

prem, health guar. 240-620-2013  
www.VictoriasPups.com
Rehoming Fee,  $500+

Dogs for Sale610

Labrador Retriever Puppies AKC, 
black, vet checked, UTD de-
worming, 1st shots. $900.

Call 540-239-0775

Mini goldendoodles  Healthy, 
social, vet checked, health guar-
antee, UTD on shots/worming. 
Raised in home. In business for 
over 25 years.
$1950, for more info call or text, 
(540)241-4279

Give the gift
of information

Gift subscriptions
washingtonpost.com/my-post

S0390-1x1

Dogs for Sale610

Miniature Schnauzers We have 
2 female S&P AKC puppies.  Tails
& declaws removed, worming 
and shots.  Immediately available, 
whelped 10/26/24. $1500 each.  
Call 410-571-1140 for additional
details.

Mni & full size Goldendoodles
noshed & hypoallerg S&W Hlth Guar
(540) 729-6365 $1500
www.doodledogpups.com

Dogs for Sale610

Tibetan Mastiff Deposits are being
accepted for companion and/or
show Tibetan Mastiff puppies avail-
able for sale to approved homes.
Black and tan and gold sables.  
Please read and research this noble
breed.  You may text 540-233-3570

YORKIE ACA reg 1 male teacup
size pup 1st shots docked tail very 
beautiful ready for a loving home
available now $1100
(540)424-9469

Give a gift subscription!
washingtonpost.com/my-post
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washingtonpost.com/classifieds

CLASSIFIED

ANTIQUES
AUCTIONS

&

Call 202-334-7029 or email 
merchandise@washpost.com

Auction Sales365

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: The Fol-
lowing self-storage unit Contents 
contained in unit E11 Pest control
chemicals and equipment, office
furniture. The units will be sold via
online public auction to satisfy liens 
on Mon 12/30 at 9am. The auction
will run for one week and close
Mon 1/06/24 at midnight on www.
storagetresurers.com. Unit E11: Lo-
cated at 3341 75th Ave., Suite EE,
Landover, MD 20785.

Business /
Entrepreneurial
Opportunities

1370

CALL 720-295-9142
INVESTORS WANTED -

Business Broker
Services

1375

from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228
dental50plus.com/MDDC#6258

DENTAL INSURANCE

twpprintsolutions.com

State-of-the-art PRINTING.

Impeccable RESULTS.

How can we help YOU?
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A Division of The Washington Post

Booklets • Brochures

Posters • Flyers

Postcards

Business Cards

And More

S0114 10X2

 A ts & entertai ment?
Washington Post newsletters deliver more of what you’re looking for.

Discover and subscribe for free at washingtonpost.com/newsletters

Did you hear The Post today?

wpost.com/podcasts

Washington Post podcasts 

go with you everywhere

Politics • History • Culture • More
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Search our database of tested
recipes by ingredient or name.

washingtonpost.com/recipes

Recipe
finder

washingtonpost.com/realestate

EFGHI

REAL ESTATE GUIDE
EZ

G8
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DC H SOUTHEAST

Apartments
Condos H Co-ops

SE Washington - B Street. 1 BR,
SW 4 BR. Voucher holders

welcome. Call 202-436-2224

MD HMONTGOMERY CO.

Apartments
Condos H Co-ops

1 bedroom, basement apartment, 
private entrance, kitchen, bath-

room, 1 block from metro station. 
$775/mo 240-505-1199

MARYLAND

Roommates

BOWIE - 1BR bsmt. Newly renov. 
Very safe neighborhood. Avail 1/1. 

Call 301-509-3050

Rockville-Shr SFH. NS/NP. Very
pvt MBR w/BA, deck, entrance
$997. Avail now. 240-351-5150



BABY BLUES By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

DOONESBURY By Garry TrudeauZITS By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman
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FRAZZ By Jef Mallett

THE ARGYLE SWEATER By Scott Hilburn

GARFIELD By Jim Davis
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HAGAR THE HORRIBLE By Dik Browne

NANCY By Olivia Jaimes

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis

NON SEQUITUR By Wiley
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BLONDIE By Dean Young & John Marshall WUMO By Mikael Wulff & Anders Morgenthaler

BIG NATE By Lincoln Peirce

SALLY FORTH By Francesco Marciuliano & Jim Keefe

DUSTIN By Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker

REPLY ALL LITE By Donna A. Lewis LOOSE PARTS By Dave Blazek
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JUDGE PARKER By Francesco Marciuliano & Mike Manley

FLASH GORDON By Dan Schkade
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RED AND ROVER By Brian Basset

POPEYE By Randy Milholland
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SAMURAI SUDOKU (c) www.djape.net

Last Sunday’s Solution

BALDO By Cantú & Castellanos

CLASSIC PEANUTS By Charles Schulz

PRICKLY CITY By Scott Stantis

How to Play

    The rules of Samurai Sudoku are the same as in the popular
Sudoku puzzles that appear in the daily comics section. 
    As with standard Sudoku, the Samurai version requires no math,
just logic, reasoning ... and an iron will. The goal is to fill in each
column, row and 3X3 box with the digits 1 through 9 without
repeating any. The twist in Samurai Sudoku is that the digits that
appear in the overlapping boxes must work for both puzzles. 
     A piece of advice to get you started: Don’t focus completely on
one grid at a time. Keep the whole puzzle in mind as you go, because
filling in a number in one grid could give you clues to another. What’s
important to understand is this: Each Samurai puzzle is ONE puzzle,
not five separate Sudoku puzzles that just overlap each other.
Occasionally people claim that, for example, the "bottom right" 9X9
puzzle had more than one solution. Well, yes it may, but the entire
puzzle can be solved in only one way. Never resort to guessing! For
more tips, go to http://www.djape.net/sudoku/wp/?p=144.


