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When actress Blake
Lively went public this
month with the explosive ac-
cusation that her “It Ends
With Us” co-star and pro-
ducer Justin Baldoni and his
team developed a campaign
to “smear” her in the press
for reporting on-set sexual
harassment, she marshaled
powerful evidence: her op-
ponents’ own words.

A trove of text messages
Lively submitted to Califor-
nia’s Civil Rights Depart-
ment appeared to show Bal-
doni, his production com-
pany and two publicists affil-
iated with the company
plotting “social manipula-
tion,” among other tactics,
to fend off any airing of
Lively’s grievances and pre-
serve Baldoni’s reputation.

“All of this will be most
importantly untraceable,”
Melissa Nathan, one of the
crisis publicists, said in a
text.

The text messages — rife
with bravado, boasts and in-
trigue — have fueled a scan-
dal that has rocked the en-
tertainment industry and
spotlighted the ruthless
underbelly of the Hollywood
publicity machine.

Baldoni’s attorney, Bry-
an Freedman, has denied
the existence of a smear
campaign and said that the
“cherry-picked correspond-
ence” showed normal inter-
nal planning for crisis sce-
narios on a film that grossed
more than $350 million.
Freedman said the planning
came after Lively “enlisted
her own representative … to
plant negative and com-
pletely fabricated and false
stories with media.”

Amid the damaging reve-
lations, one question has
stood out: How did Lively
and her team obtain the can-
did, private chats of Baldo-
ni’s public relations team?

The answer in part shows
the tangled web of person-
alities and businesses drawn
into the dispute, and the
confluence of legal and pub-
lic relations strategies at
play.

“I’ve never seen a case
like this,” said Neville John-
son, the veteran entertain-
ment litigator who has rep-
resented actors, musicians
and other artists for nearly
50 years. Calling it “modern
warfare in law,” Johnson was 

Lawsuit
hints at
source
in text
scandal

Ex-publicist to actor
Baldoni denies being
involved in actions
against co-star Lively.

By Matt Hamilton
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For Santa Cruz County cannabis farmers
battling infestations of aphids, one chemical
in particular worked wonders. Those in the
know were effusive in their praise of
pymetrozine to save their high-dollar weed
crops from the destructive, sap-sucking bugs.

A strong formulation of the pesticide
worked “very, very well on aphids and root
aphids, which were massive issues,” said
Scott Eaton, cultivation manager for a farm
that reported applying the pesticide 76 times
from 2021 to 2022 after learning about it from
other growers in the farming valley.

“We were all communicating with each
other about how great it was,” he said.

There was one major problem. 
The use of pymetrozine on cannabis is il-

legal in California.

Treating cannabis crops with prohibited
chemicals such as pymetrozine has become
so casual that The Times found farms includ-
ing these applications in their monthly pesti-
cide use reports to the state. There is no evi-
dence that state regulators or county agricul-
ture departments routinely take note or act
on these reports.

The overlooked practice is among a num-
ber of faults in California’s farm-to-dispensa-
ry cannabis supply chain, with troubling con-
sequences for the state’s $5-billion legal can-
nabis market and serious health risks to its
consumers.

More than half of cannabis smoking prod-
ucts in California’s legal market contain
chemicals for which there is no public safety 

“WE HAVE a responsibility to deliver clean,” said Thomas Martin, co-founder and CEO of cannabis grower Raw Garden.
Al Seib For The Times

LEGAL WEED, BROKEN PROMISES

Untested pesticides in pot brands 

California fails to monitor
for a host of chemicals
pervading the state’s

cannabis supply chain

By Paige St. John
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As a series of winter
storms slammed Califor-
nia’s coast with powerful rip
currents and towering
waves, part of the Santa
Cruz Wharf collapsed on
Monday, plunging two con-
tractors and a city employee
into the water.

The pier was one of sev-
eral public wharves and
piers in the state actively

undergoing structural integ-
rity upgrades.

While the coastal struc-
tures have occasionally suc-
cumbed to the ocean’s power
throughout the years (in-
cluding the Santa Monica
Pier, once while the mayor
was standing on it), the ag-
ing structures now face in-
creasingly dynamic and un-
predictable storms and
often expensive and delayed
upgrade projects.

“We have exposed infra-

all of 2024 due to structural
damage sustained in winter
storms over the last two
years. At least five more have
longer-term upgrade plans
to address structural issues. 

In 2018, a structural anal-
ysis of San Diego’s Ocean
Beach Pier found the best
option to address ongoing
expensive repair needs and
rising sea levels was to re-
place the pier. In late 2023, vi-
olent winter storms wal-

Climate change threatening California piers 

[See Piers,A6]

structure across the entire
California coast, and it’s go-
ing to be ... stressed by the
impacts of climate change,
whether it’s changes in
storm patterns, frequency
and magnitude or sea level,”
said Patrick Barnard, re-
search director for the Cli-
mate Impacts and Coastal
Processes Team at the U.S.
Geological Survey.

At least 10 of the state’s
dozens of coastal public
piers were closed for part or

By Noah Haggerty
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Nancy Adams grew com-
fortable sharing her Comp-
ton townhome during the
COVID-19 crisis, when she
rented spare bedrooms to
traveling nurses.

Still, it was a long leap of
faith to open her home to her
current houseguest — a par-
oled murderer.

Adams, 72, had retired
from a career in banking but
still relishes her backup job,
tending bar at Crypto.com
Arena.

“I try to keep it exciting,”
she said. “What’s the point of
waking up?”

But it was something

deeper — a mixture of Chris-
tian faith, a familial experi-
ence with incarceration, a
touch of loneliness — that
drew her to the post on so-
cial media seeking homes for
former inmates.

“The thought of what I
had read wouldn’t leave me
alone,” she said.

After mulling it over for a
week, Adams responded. In
October, she became a host
for the Homecoming Pro-
ject, a reentry program that
turns private homes into
transitional housing for men
and women during their first
year out of prison.

Adams, who had ac-
cepted her brother back into
her home after more than a
decade of estrangement and
cared for him through his fi-
nal years, was intuitively
aligned with the mission.

“This is a great thing,”
she said. “They didn’t have 

A killer’s new beginning, courtesy of a stranger

Nicholas Nabors was
struggling after 29
years behind bars —
until she took him in.

By Doug Smith

NANCY ADAMS gained an unlikely housemate after she volunteered for the
nonprofit Homecoming Project, which places former inmates in private homes.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times
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PERSPECTIVES

How do you summarize —
or make sense of — 2024? It’s
been a year of upheaval,
division, winners and losers.
And perhaps most disturb-
ingly, a year that has ex-
posed fault lines in Ameri-
can democracy that at
times seem too wide to
cross. 

Our columnists Anita
Chabria and Mark Z.
Barabak continue a
tradition of closing out
December with a little per-
spective and a dash of crys-
tal-balling for what lies
ahead. 

As we enter 2025, here’s
how they’re leaving behind
the old and ushering in the
new. 

Chabria:The word I am
hearing most as we head
into the New Year is exhaus-
tion. Many of us can’t even
remember the big events of
2024 outside of a presi-
dential campaign like no
other. But we’ve had them:
In March, the Francis Scott
Key Bridge in Baltimore
collapsed. The wars in Gaza
and Ukraine continued, and
a Syrian dictator was re-
cently toppled. Taylor Swift
finally stopped touring, and
Sean “Diddy” Combs was
arrested on sex trafficking
charges. We even had a
summer Olympics in Paris,
which seems about 300
years ago. 

But all of that was eclips-
ed by a presidential election
that has left half of America
cheering and half of Ameri-
ca reeling; at the end of the
day, the popular vote was
nearly evenly split, with
neither candidate reaching
50%. So much for a man-
date. 

If exhaustion is the word
to close out 2024, I’m nomi-
nating “commitment” as the
word for 2025. How commit-
ted are Republicans to
implementing Trump’s
campaign promises to
fundamentally remake
America by kicking out
immigrants and imple-
menting conservative social
policies such as further
restricting abortion access?
And how committed and
capable are Democrats of
regrouping and opposing
those plans? 

What do you think? How
are you feeling as the year
ends? 

Barabak: I’m feeling both
hunky and dory, but that’s
because I don’t let things
beyond my control — earth-
quakes, asteroids, crush-
ingly disappointing election
results — get me down. But
this isn’t a self-help column,
or a prescription for better
(or impervious) living. So I’ll
stick to our brief, which is
assessing the year past and
looking ahead.

If I were to choose a word
for 2025, I suppose I’d go
with “curious.” As in curious
to see what 2025 brings with
a president hellbent on
disruption (war with Pana-
ma, anyone?), operating
with, as you suggest, the
most tenuous-to-nonexist-
ent of mandates. 

In my view, Trump was
elected mainly to tame
inflation — bringing down
the oft-discussed price of
eggs and bacon, for starters
— and securing the coun-
try’s southern border with
Mexico. We could search
high and low and we’d prob-
ably find precisely zero
people in America who
voted for Trump because
they wanted the U.S. to take
control of Greenland.

I won’t deny there’s a
deep-seated unhappiness
with government and politi-
cians, a widespread feeling
the status quo isn’t working
and an eagerness to see
Washington — and Sacra-
mento — shaken up. But
randomized, unceasing
chaos? We’ll see how that
goes down. If you think the
2024 campaign was wild — a
switcheroo of Democratic

nominees, two attempts on
Trump’s life, too many weird
campaign-trail moments
(Hannibal Lecter! Arnold
Palmer’s penis!) to possibly
list here — well, buckle up.

Chabria: True words, Mark.
We are in for a ride. As you
and I have spoken about in
the past, what’s best for
America and democracy is
giving our incoming presi-
dent both respect and a
chance. But I also think it’s
critical that we remember
that Trump has a history of
lying and lawbreaking, as
evidenced by both his crimi-
nal convictions and his loss
in a sexual-abuse civil law-
suit to E. Jean Carroll. 

His actions show us that
he is not a man to be
trusted. But we are in the
strange days of rewriting
recent history to soften the
unpleasant parts, while also
gearing up to repeat them. 

For example, Trump’s
once-and-future “border
czar,” Thomas Homan, said
he plans on not just bring-
ing back policies that sepa-

rate families, but giving
American-born children
(and therefore citizens) of
undocumented immigrants
the painful option of being
separated from parents or
being deported with them. 

Some Trump supporters
have said they like his brash
talk but believe it’s no more
than posturing. This com-
ing year will be revelatory on
that front. Whether you
trust Trump now or not,
we’re about to find out if he’s
all talk.

But it’s not just Trump.
We’ve seen those around
him, most notably Elon
Musk, grab power and move
swiftly to cram their self-
serving agendas down our
throat.

Barabak: A candidate
elected as the populist
tribune of the aggrieved
working class surrounds
himself with a team of
billionaires and names foxes
to guard government
henhouses and dismantle
programs serving many of
those very same hard-

pressed voters. 
Only in America!
But I don’t want to be too

much of a churl. 
For years, the legendary

Washington Post political
cartoonist Herbert Block,
aka Herblock, drew Richard
Nixon with a menacing 5
o’clock shadow. After Nixon
was elected president in
1968, Herblock drew a
freshly shorn Nixon, on the
theory that every new presi-
dent deserves “a clean
shave.” (I’m not that old,
folks. I just read a lot of
history. And assorted politi-
cal trivia.)

So there is something
sporting and noble about a
fresh start and leaving
bygones in the past, as you
suggest.

That said, we agree
there’s a danger in too much
memory-holing — especially
if you’re expecting an em-
boldened 78-year-old
twice-impeached, feloni-
ously convicted leopard to
suddenly change spots.
Let’s hope for the best, but
not be delusional or too
quick with the whitewash.
We saw how Nixon’s presi-
dency turned out.

On a more cheerful note,
you were quite taken with
Beyoncé’s NFL halftime
performance at the Ravens-
Texans Christmas show-
down.

Chabria:As were we all!
Beyoncé is queen of her
craft, and reminded us all
what fun looks and sounds
like. We can all use a dose of
that right now. 

But Beyoncé is also a
reminder about the impor-
tance of knowing yourself
and standing your ground.
Of all the many forgotten
history lessons of recent
years, hers is one of the few
with a happy ending. 

In 2016, after she ap-
peared on the Country
Music Assn. Awards, there
was backlash to her suppos-
edly wading outside her

genre and into the boot-
stomping, flag-waving —
very white — world of coun-
try. 

Flash-forward to her
recent NFL appearance and
the release of her country
album, “Act II: Cowboy
Carter,” and it’s quite clear,
she persisted. 

Sometimes, resisting is
simply persisting, one day
at a time. 

So with that in mind, and
with journalism under
attack, I’ll end this year with
a thank you. To all the read-
ers who have stuck with
Mark and me through this
election, I appreciate your
willingness to hear our
perspectives. I won’t speak
for Mark, but for myself, I
generally don’t care about
Republican or Democrat,
but I do care about writing
with compassion and truth. 

So whatever comes next,
my New Year’s resolution is
to persist in staying true to
those core principles. Any
final thoughts from you,
Mark?

Barabak: Just a question:
Will you think less of me as a
colleague and human being
if I confess I hadn’t the
slightest clue about Beyon-
cé’s halftime performance
until you mentioned it? I
guess I was too deeply bur-
rowed in my history books,
absorbing political trivia.

But, like you, I want to
thank our readers for stick-
ing with us and echo that
sentiment as regards com-
passion and truth. 

I also hope we managed
to inform and occasionally
entertain you along the way.
And a special thanks to the
paid subscribers among you
, for helping keep the lights
on.

We’d both like to wish
each and every one of you —
Democrat, Republican,
libertarian, vegetarian — a
happy, healthy and prosper-
ous New Year.

We’ll see you in 2025.

After a chaotic election, what will 2025 bring?
Columnists reflect on a year that included two attempts on Trump’s life. Plus, a thank you.

SOME VOTERS have said they like President-elect Donald Trump’s brash talk,
which they see as posturing. To many, the main issue was bringing down inflation.

Rick Scuteri Associated Press

ANITA CHABRIA and

MARK Z. BARABAK
reporting from

sacramento

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump is
telling the Supreme Court
that he can make a deal that
will resolve the national se-
curity dispute over TikTok
and preserve the video 
site for 170 million Ameri-
cans. 

All the justices need to
do, he says, is to stand aside
and suspend a pending law
that could shut down Tik-
Tok on Jan. 19, the day before
Trump takes office again. 

“President Trump alone
possesses the consummate
deal-making expertise, the
electoral mandate, and the
political will to negotiate a
resolution to save the plat-
form,” his attorney said in a
friend-of-the court brief filed
Friday night. 

His plan might work, at
least to buy more time. 

The justices had agreed
to make a fast-track decision
on the potentially momen-
tous issue involving social
media and free speech. 

“I think the court is likely
to see great benefit in issuing
a stay and little downside,”
said UC Berkeley Law Dean
Erwin Chemerinsky. “The
case poses a novel and very
difficult 1st Amendment is-
sue. Never before has the
government tried to ban a
medium of communication,
but there also is a history of
judicial deference to na-
tional security claims.”

Prior to Trump’s inter-
vention, TikTok appeared to
face a difficult fight in the
court. 

The House and Senate
had passed legislation by
large bipartisan majorities
requiring the platform to
separate itself from its Chi-
nese owner or to shut down
in this country. 

President Biden signed
the bill into law in April. And
by its terms, it was due to
take effect in 270 days. 

Although the justices are
not shy about striking down

federal regulations, they are
wary of overturning an act of
Congress, particularly one
that is based on threats to
national security.

The U.S. appeals court in
Washington cited national
security when it upheld the
law earlier this month. In a
3-0 decision, the judges said
the law did not target speech
or expression. Rather, law-
makers were convinced the
Chinese parent company
could gather personal data
on millions of Americans,
the judges said. 

If the law took effect on
Jan. 19, Apple, Oracle and
other U.S. companies could
have faced large civil fines if
they continued to work with
TikTok.

Trump’s attorney D.
John Sauer filed a friend-of-
the-court brief that differed
in tone and substance from
all the others. Rather than
weigh in on the 1st Amend-
ment question the justices
had agreed to decide, he ex-
plained why Trump was bet-
ter-suited to decide it.

“Through his historic vic-
tory on November 5, 2024,
President Trump received a
powerful electoral mandate
from American voters to
protect the free-speech
rights of all Americans — in-
cluding the 170 million
Americans who use Tik-
Tok,” he wrote. “Moreover,
President Trump is one of
the most powerful, prolific,
and influential users of so-
cial media in history.”

Noting that Trump has

14.7 million followers on Tik-
Tok, Sauer argued that the
president-elect is well-posi-
tioned “to evaluate TikTok’s
importance as a unique me-
dium for freedom of expres-
sion, including core political
speech.”

He also wrote that as the
founder of another social-
media platform, Truth So-
cial, Trump has “an in-depth
perspective on the extraor-
dinary government power
attempted to be exercised in
this case — the power of the
federal government to effec-
tively shut down a social-
media platform favored by
tens of millions of Ameri-
cans.”

“In light of these interests
— including, most impor-
tantly, his overarching re-
sponsibility for the United
States’ national security and
foreign policy — President
Trump opposes banning
TikTok in the United States
at this juncture, and seeks
the ability to resolve the is-
sues at hand through politi-
cal means once he takes of-
fice.”

In 2020, Trump had
voiced alarm over TikTok
because of its Chinese own-
ership. Lawmakers later
heard classified briefings
that convinced them the for-
eign ownership posed a dan-
ger.

But by the time the law
won approval, Trump had
switched sides. He said he
believed TikTok helped him
win the support of young
voters.

“TikTok had an impact,
so we’re taking a look at it,”
he told reporters two weeks
ago. “I have a little warm
spot in my heart.”

A year ago, his attorney
Sauer drew criticism from
some legal experts for boldly
asserting that Trump as a
former president had an ab-
solute immunity from crimi-
nal charges for his official
acts while in office. 

But in July, he won a 6-3
ruling from the Supreme
Court that gave him and
Trump what he had sought.

Sauer is now set to repre-
sent Trump and his admin-
istration before the
Supreme Court as U.S. solic-
itor general.

He did not say precisely
what the court should do
now, only that it “should con-
sider staying the statutory
deadline to grant more
breathing space” to the in-
coming administration and
that one provision in the law
allowed for a 90-day exten-
sion before it took effect.

The court asked for re-
sponses to the competing
briefs by next Friday. It
scheduled two hours of argu-
ment for Jan. 10.

It’s not certain the jus-
tices will readily comply with
Trump’s request. 

Two weeks ago, former
Trump attorney Noel Fran-
cisco filed an appeal on Tik-
Tok’s behalf urging the jus-
tices to put the law on hold
for a brief period. But the
justices brushed aside that
suggestion and said they
would decide whether di-
vestiture law violated the 1st
Amendment. 

“I am skeptical Trump’s
intervention will make a dif-
ference,” said Alan Rozen-
shtein, a University of Min-
nesota law professor who
has written about the pend-
ing law.

He noted that the
Supreme Court denied Tik-
Tok’s request to stay the law
because it did not think Tik-
Tok could meet the require-
ments for a stay: a reason-
able chance of winning on
the merits. 

“Trump’s argument does
not change that,” he said. “It
may be bad luck for TikTok
(and Trump) that the law
goes into effect the day be-
fore inauguration, but such
is life.”

Trump wants to handle TikTok issue himself

THE TikTok app, which faces a possible U.S. shut-
down on Jan. 19, has 170 million users in this country.

Matt Slocum Associated Press

President-elect argues
the Supreme Court
should stand aside as a
U.S. shutdown of the
platform looms.

By David G. Savage

Download the app.
Discovermore.
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MOSCOW — Russian

President Vladimir Putin on

Saturday apologized to his

Azerbaijani counterpart for

what he called a “tragic inci-

dent” following the crash of

an Azerbaijani airliner in

Kazakhstan that killed 38

people, but stopped short of

acknowledging that Moscow

was responsible. 

Putin’s apology came as

allegations mounted that

the plane had been shot

down by Russian air de-

fenses attempting to deflect

a Ukrainian drone strike

near Grozny, the regional

capital of the Russian re-

public of Chechnya. 

An official Kremlin state-

ment issued Saturday said

that air defense systems

were firing near Grozny air-

port as the airliner “repeat-

edly” attempted to land

there on Wednesday. It did

not explicitly say one of

these hit the plane. 

The statement said Putin

apologized to Azerbaijani

President Ilham Aliyev “for

the fact that the tragic inci-

dent occurred in Russian

airspace.”

Russia has launched a

criminal probe into the inci-

dent, and Azerbaijani state

prosecutors have arrived in

Grozny to participate. The

Kremlin also said that “rele-

vant services” from Russia,

Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan

are jointly investigating the

crash site near the city of Ak-

tau in Kazakhstan. 

The plane was flying from

Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku,

to Grozny when it turned

toward Kazakhstan, hun-

dreds of miles across the

Caspian Sea from its in-

tended destination, and

crashed while making an at-

tempt to land. There were 29

survivors.

According to a readout of

the call provided by Aliyev’s

press office, the Azerbaijani

president told Putin that the

plane was subject to “exter-

nal physical and technical

interference,” although he

also stopped short of blam-

ing Russian air defenses.

Aliyev noted that the

plane had multiple holes in

its fuselage and that the oc-

cupants had sustained in-

juries “due to foreign parti-

cles penetrating the cabin

mid-flight.”

He said that a team of in-

ternational experts had be-

gun probing the incident at

Azerbaijan’s initiative but

provided no details. Earlier

last week, the Azerbaijani

Prosecutor General’s office

confirmed that investiga-

tors from Azerbaijan are

working in Grozny. 

On Friday, a U.S. official

and an Azerbaijani minister

made separate statements

blaming the crash on an ex-

ternal weapon, echoing

those made by aviation ex-

perts who blamed the crash

on Russian air defense sys-

tems responding to a

Ukrainian attack. 

President Biden, re-

sponding on Saturday to a

reporter asking whether he

thought Putin should take

responsibility for the crash,

said: “Apparently he did but

I haven’t spoken to him.”

Passengers and crew who

survived the crash told Azer-

baijani media that they

heard loud noises on the air-

craft as it was circling over

Grozny.

Dmitry Yadrov, head of

Russia’s civil aviation au-

thority Rosaviatsia, said Fri-

day that as the plane was

preparing to land in Grozny

in deep fog, Ukrainian

drones were targeting the

city, prompting authorities

to close the area to air traffic.

Yadrov said that after the

captain made two unsuc-

cessful attempts to land, he

was offered other airports

but decided to fly to Aktau. 

Earlier in the week,

Rosaviatsia had cited un-

specified early evidence as

showing that a bird strike

led to an emergency on

board. 

In the days following the

crash, Azerbaijan Airlines

blamed “physical and tech-

nical interference” and an-

nounced the suspension of

flights to several Russian

airports. It didn’t say where

the interference came from

or provide any further de-

tails.

If proven that the plane

crashed after being hit by

Russian fire, it would be the

second deadly civil aviation

accident linked to fighting in

Ukraine. Malaysia Airlines

Flight 17 was downed with a

Russian surface-to-air mis-

sile, killing all 298 people

aboard, as it flew over the

area in eastern Ukraine con-

trolled by Moscow-backed

separatists in 2014.

Russia has denied re-

sponsibility, but a Dutch

court in 2022 convicted two

Russians and a pro-Russia

Ukrainian man for their role

in downing the plane with an

air defense system brought

into Ukraine from a Russian

military base.

After Wednesday’s sus-

pension of flights from Baku

to Grozny and nearby Ma-

khachkala, Azerbaijan Air-

lines announced Friday that

it would also halt service to

eight more Russian cities. 

Several other airlines

have made similar an-

nouncements since the

crash. Kazakhstan’s Qazaq

Air on Friday said it would

stop flying from Astana to

the Russian city of Yekater-

inburg in the Ural Moun-

tains for a month.

Turkmenistan Airlines,

the Central Asian country’s

flagship carrier, on Saturday

halted flights to Moscow for

at least a month, citing safe-

ty concerns. Israel’s El Al

carrier recently suspended

service from Tel Aviv to the

Russian capital, citing “de-

velopments in Russia’s

airspace.”

Putin apologizes over crash of Azerbaijani plane
But the Russian leader
does not acknowledge
responsibility after the
disaster in Kazakhstan
that killed 38 people.

associated press

IN A PHOTOGRAPH taken from a video released by the administration of Mangystau region, part of Azer-
baijan Airlines’ Embraer 190 lies on the ground near the airport of Aktau, Kazakhstan, on Thursday.

Administration of Mangystau Region

KYIV, Ukraine — Five

months after their shock of-

fensive into Russia, Ukrain-

ian troops are bloodied and

demoralized by the rising

risk of defeat in Kursk, a re-

gion some want to hold at all

costs while others question

the value of having gone in at

all.

Battles are so intense

that some Ukrainian com-

manders can’t evacuate the

dead. Communication lags

and poorly timed tactics

have cost lives, and troops

have little way to counterat-

tack, seven front-line sol-

diers and commanders said

on condition of anonymity

so they could discuss sensi-

tive operations.

Since being caught un-

aware by the lightning

Ukrainian incursion, Russia

has amassed more than

50,000 troops in the region,

including some from its ally

North Korea. Precise num-

bers are hard to obtain, but

Moscow’s counterattack has

killed and wounded thou-

sands, and the over-

stretched Ukrainians have

lost more than 40% of the 380

square miles of Kursk they

seized in August.

Russia holds a fifth of

Ukraine, and Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelen-

sky has hinted that he hopes

controlling Kursk will help

force Moscow to negotiate

an end to the war, which

started with a full-scale Rus-

sian invasion nearly three

years ago. 

But five Ukrainian and

Western officials in Kyiv who

spoke on condition of ano-

nymity to freely discuss sen-

sitive military matters said

they fear gambling on Kursk

will weaken the whole 621-

mile front line, and Ukraine

is losing precious ground in

the east. 

“We have, as they say, hit

a hornets’ nest,” said Stepan

Lutsiv, a major in the 95th

Airborne Assault Brigade.

“We have stirred up another

hot spot.”

Border raid turns
into an occupation

Army chief Oleksandr

Syrskyi has said that

Ukraine moved into Russia

out of the belief that Russia

was about to launch a new

attack on northeast

Ukraine.

It began on Aug. 5 with an

order to leave Ukraine’s

Sumy region for what offi-

cials thought would be a

nine-day raid to stun the en-

emy. 

It became an occupation

that Ukrainians welcomed

as their smaller country

gained leverage and embar-

rassed Russian President

Vladimir Putin. 

Gathering his men, one

company commander told

them: “We’re making his-

tory; the whole world will

know about us because this

hasn’t been done since

World War II.

Privately, he was less cer-

tain. “It seemed crazy,” he

said. “I didn’t understand

why.”

Shocked by the success

achieved largely because the

Russians were caught by

surprise, the Ukrainians

were ordered to advance be-

yond the original mission to

the town of Korenevo, 16

miles into Russia. That was

one of the first places where

Russian troops counterat-

tacked. 

By early November the

Russians began regaining

territory rapidly. Once in

awe of what they accom-

plished, troops’ opinions are

now shifting as they come to

terms with losses. The com-

pany commander said half

of his troops were dead or

wounded. 

Some front-line com-

manders said conditions are

tough, morale is low and

troops are questioning com-

mand decisions, even the

very purpose of occupying

Kursk.

Another commander

said that some orders his

men have received don’t re-

flect reality, because of de-

lays in communication. De-

lays occur especially when

territory is lost to Russian

troops, he said. 

“They don’t understand

where our side is, where the

enemy is, what’s under our

control, and what isn’t,” he

said. “They don’t under-

stand the operational situa-

tion, we so act at our own dis-

cretion.”

One platoon commander

said higher-ups have repeat-

edly turned down his re-

quests to change his unit’s

defensive position because

he knows his men can’t hold

the line. 

“Those people who stand

until the end are ending up

MIA,” he said. 

He said he also knows of

at least 20 Ukrainian sol-

diers whose bodies had been

abandoned over the last four

months because the battles

were too intense to evacuate

them without more casu-

alties. 

No option to retreat
as Russia pushes on 

Ukrainian soldiers said

they were not prepared for

the aggressive Russian re-

sponse in Kursk and cannot

counterattack or pull back. 

“There’s no other op-

tion,” said one drone unit

commander. “We’ll fight

here because if we just pull

back to our borders, they

won’t stop; they’ll keep ad-

vancing.”

Ukraine’s General Staff

told the Associated Press in

a written response to ques-

tions that Ukrainian combat

units are inflicting losses to

Russian personnel and mili-

tary equipment on a daily

basis, and are provided with

“everything necessary” to

carry out combat duties. 

“Troops are managed in

accordance to situational

awareness and operational

information, taking into the

account the operational sit-

uation in areas where tasks

are performed,” the re-

sponse said. 

Ukrainian troops said

that American longer-range

weapons have slowed the

Russian advance and that

North Korean soldiers who

joined the fighting last

month are easy targets for

drones and artillery because

they lack combat discipline

and often move in large

groups in the open.

On Monday, Zelensky

said 3,000 North Korean sol-

diers had been killed and

wounded. But North Korean

troops appear to be learning

from mistakes, Ukrainian

soldiers added, by becoming

more adept at camouflaging

near forested lines. 

Until recently, the area

was under Ukraine’s control.

Last week, part of it was lost

to Russian forces, and

Ukrainian troops fear they

will reach a crucial logistics

route.

Eyeing front-line losses in

the eastern region known as

the Donbas — where Russia

is closing on a crucial supply

hub — some soldiers are

more vocal about whether

Kursk has been worth it. 

“All the military can think

about now is that Donbas

has simply been sold,” the

platoon commander said.

“At what price?” 

Kullab writes for 

the Associated Press.

Bloodied Ukrainian troops risk losing more hard-won land in Kursk

UKRAINIANS mourn a soldier killed in Kursk. Bat-
tles are so intense there some dead are abandoned.

Evgeniy Maloletka Associated Press

The awe of their gains
gives way to weariness
as they come to terms
with losses on front
lines in border region.

By Samya Kullab

BEIRUT — Syria’s em-

bassy in Lebanon sus-

pended consular services

Saturday, a day after two

relatives of deposed Syrian

President Bashar Assad

were arrested at the Beirut

airport with allegedly forged

passports.

Lebanese authorities

also handed over dozens of

Syrians — including former

officers in the Syrian army

under Assad — to the new

Syrian government after

they were caught illegally en-

tering Lebanon, a war moni-

tor and Lebanese officials

said.

The embassy announced

on its Facebook page that

consular work was sus-

pended “until further no-

tice” at the order of the Syr-

ian foreign ministry. The an-

nouncement did not give a

reason for the suspension.

But two Lebanese securi-

ty officials, who spoke on

condition of anonymity be-

cause they were not author-

ized to speak publicly, said

the suspension was ordered

because the passports be-

longing to Assad’s relatives

— the wife and daughter of

one of his cousins — were be-

lieved to have been forged at

the embassy.

Assad’s uncle, Rifaat

Assad — who has been in-

dicted in Switzerland on

charges of war crimes and

crimes against humanity —

had flown out the day before

on his real passport and was

not stopped, the officials

said.

The U.K.-based Syrian

Observatory for Human

Rights reported Saturday

that 70 Syrians, including

former army officers, were

handed over by a Lebanese

security delegation to the se-

curity forces of the new Syr-

ian government, led by the

former insurgent group

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or

HTS. Three Lebanese judi-

cial officials, speaking on

condition of anonymity, con-

firmed the report.

Regional countries have

been quick to establish ties

with Syria’s new rulers. Del-

egations from Libya and

Bahrain arrived in Damas-

cus on Saturday on official

visits.

HTS leader Ahmad al-

Sharaa, formerly known as

Abu Mohammed al-Golani,

has largely succeeded in

calming fears within and

outside Syria that his group

would unleash collective

punishment against com-

munities that supported

Assad or attempt to impose

strict Islamic law on the

country’s religious minor-

ities.

However, in recent days,

sporadic clashes have bro-

ken out between the HTS-

led security forces and pro-

Assad armed groups. The

country’s new security

forces have launched a series

of raids targeting officials af-

filiated with Assad and have

set up checkpoints to search

for weapons in areas with

significant populations of

the Alawite religious minor-

ity to which the former presi-

dent belongs.

There have also been on-

going tensions and clashes

in northeastern Syria be-

tween Kurdish-led forces

and armed groups backed

by Turkey. 

Ankara sees the Kurdish-

led Syrian Democratic

Forces — a key U.S. ally in

the fight against the Islamic

State group — as an affiliate

of its sworn enemy, the Kur-

distan Workers’ Party, or

PKK, which it classifies as a

terrorist organization.

The U.S. State Depart-

ment said Saturday that

Secretary of State Antony J.

Blinken had spoken with

Turkish Foreign Minister

Hakan Fidan to “discuss the

latest developments in Syr-

ia.” 

“Secretary Blinken em-

phasized the need to sup-

port a Syrian-led and Syr-

ian-owned political process

that upholds human rights

and prioritizes an inclusive

and representative govern-

ment,” the statement said,

adding that they “also dis-

cussed the shared goal of

preventing terrorism from

endangering the security” of

Turkey and Syria.

On Saturday, hundreds

of protesters convened by

Kurdish women’s groups

participated in a demon-

stration in the northeastern

city of Hasaka to demand

women’s rights in the new

Syria.

Perishan Ramadan, a

participant from Hasaka,

said the new government “is

worse than Bashar” and

that its leaders are Islamist

extremists who “don’t ac-

cept any role for women.”

Although the country’s

new leaders have not at-

tempted to impose Islamic

dress or other conventions,

it remains to be seen what

role women will have in the

new order and whether they

will hold political or govern-

ment positions.

“Women must be present

in the new constitution for

Syria,” said Rihan Loqo,

spokeswoman for the Kon-

gra Star women’s organiza-

tion. “... Women’s rights

should not be ignored.”

Sewell writes for the

Associated Press. AP

writers Hogir Abdo in

Hasaka, Syria, and Ellen

Knickmeyer in Washington

contributed to this report. 

Syria suspends consular services at its embassy in Lebanon

By Abby Sewell
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Abortion has become
slightly more common de-
spite bans or deep restric-
tions in most Republican-
controlled states, and the le-
gal and political fights over
its future are not over.

It’s now been two and a
half years since the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned
Roe vs. Wade and opened
the door for states to imple-
ment bans.

The policies and their ef-
fect have been in flux ever
since the ruling in Dobbs vs.
Jackson Women’s Health
Organization.

Here’s a look at data on
where things stand:

Abortions are slightly
more common now than be-
fore Dobbs.

Overturning Roe and en-
forcing abortion bans have
changed how woman obtain
abortions in the U.S.

But one thing it hasn’t
done is put a dent in the
number of abortions being
obtained.

There have been slightly
more abortions each month
across the country recently
than there were in the
months leading up to 
the June 2022 ruling, even 
as the number in states 
with bans dropped to near
zero.

“Abortion bans don’t ac-
tually prevent abortions
from happening,” said
Ushma Upadhyay, a public
health social scientist at UC
San Francisco.

But, she said, they do
change care.

For women in some
states, there are major ob-
stacles to getting abortions
— and advocates say that
low-income, minority and
immigrant women are least
likely to be able to get them
when they want.

For those living in states
with bans, the ways to access
abortion are through travel
or abortion pills.

Pills become bigger part of
equation, legal questions

As the bans swept in,
abortion pills became a big-
ger part of the equation.

They were involved in
about half the abortions be-
fore Dobbs. More recently,
it’s been closer to two-thirds
of them, according to re-
search by the Guttmacher
Institute.

The uptick of that kind of
abortion, usually involving a
combination of two drugs,
was underway before the
ruling.

But now, it’s become
more common for pill pre-
scriptions to be made by
telehealth. By the summer of
2024, about 1 in 10 abortions
was via pills prescribed via
telehealth to patients in
states where abortion is
banned.

As a result, the pills are
now at the center of battles
over abortion access.

This month, Texas sued a
New York doctor for pre-
scribing pills to a Texas
woman via telemedicine.
There’s also an effort by
Idaho, Kansas and Missouri
to roll back their federal
approvals and treat them as
“controlled dangerous sub-
stances,” and a push for the

federal government to start
enforcing a 19th century fed-
eral law to ban mailing them.

Travel for abortion 
has increased

Clinics have closed or
halted abortions in states
with bans.

But a network of efforts
to get women seeking abor-
tions to places where they’re
legal has strengthened and
travel for abortion is now
common.

The Guttmacher Insti-
tute found that more than
twice as many Texas resi-
dents obtained abortion in
2023 in New Mexico as New
Mexico residents did. And as
many Texans received them
in Kansas as Kansans.

Abortion funds, which
benefited from “rage giving”
in 2022, have helped pay the
costs for many abortion-
seekers. But some funds
have had to cap how much
they can give.

The abortion map 
has been in flux

Since the downfall of Roe,
the actions of lawmakers
and courts have kept shift-
ing where abortion is legal
and under what conditions.

Florida, the nation’s sec-

ond most-populous state,
began enforcing a ban on
abortions after the first six
weeks of pregnancy on May
1.

That immediately
changed the state from one
that was a refuge for other
Southerners seeking abor-
tion to an exporter of people
looking for them.

There were about 30%
fewer abortions there in May
compared with the average
for the first three months of
the year. And in June, there
were 35% fewer.

While the ban is not
unique, the impact is espe-
cially large. The average
driving time from Florida to
a facility in North Carolina
where abortion is available
for the first 12 weeks of preg-
nancy is more than nine
hours, according to data
maintained by Caitlin My-
ers, a Middlebury College
economics professor.

The bans have meant
clinics closed or stopped of-
fering abortions in some
states.

But some states where
abortion remains legal until
viability — generally consid-
ered to be sometime past 21
weeks of pregnancy, though
there’s no fixed time for it —

have seen clinics open and
expand.

Illinois, Kansas and New
Mexico are among the states
with new clinics.

There were 799 publicly
identifiable abortion pro-
viders in the U.S. in May
2022, the month before the
Supreme Court reversed
Roe vs. Wade. And by this
November, it was 792, ac-
cording to a tally by Myers,
who is collecting data on
abortion providers.

But Myers says some
hospitals that always pro-
vided some abortions have
begun advertising it. So
they’re now in the count of
clinics — even though they
might provide few of them.

No access in emergencies
threatens some lives

How hospitals handle
pregnancy complications,
especially those that threat-
en the lives of the women,
has emerged as a major is-
sue since Roe was over-
turned.

President Biden’s admin-
istration says hospitals
must offer abortions when
they’re needed to prevent or-
gan loss, hemorrhage or
deadly infections, even in
states with bans. Texas is

challenging the administra-
tion’s policy and the U.S.
Supreme Court this year de-
clined to take it up after the
Biden administration sued
Idaho.

More than 100 pregnant
women seeking help in
emergency rooms were
turned away or left unstable
since 2022, the Associated
Press found in an analysis of
federal hospital investiga-
tive records.

Among the complaints
were a woman who miscar-
ried in the lobby restroom of
a Texas emergency room af-
ter staff refused to see her
and a woman who gave birth
in a car after a North Car-
olina hospital couldn’t offer
an ultrasound. The baby lat-
er died.

“It is increasingly less
safe to be pregnant and
seeking emergency care in
an emergency department,”
Dara Kass, an emergency
medicine doctor and former
U.S. Health and Human
Services official told the AP
earlier this year.

Abortion rights are 
popular with voters

Since Roe was over-
turned, there have been 18
reproductive rights-related
statewide ballot questions.

Abortion rights advo-
cates have prevailed on 14 of
them and lost on four.

In the 2024 election, they
amended the constitutions
in five states to add the right
to abortion. Such measures
failed in three states: In Flor-
ida, where it required 60%
support; in Nebraska, which
had competing abortion bal-
lot measures; and in South
Dakota, where most na-
tional abortion rights
groups did support the mea-
sure.

AP VoteCast data found
that more than three-fifths
of voters in 2024 supported
abortion being legal in all or
most cases — a slight uptick
from 2020.

The support came even
as voters supported Repub-
licans to control the White
House and both houses of
Congress.

Mulvihill and Vineys write
for the Associated Press. AP
writers Linley Sanders,
Amanda Seitz and Laura
Ungar contributed to this
report.

Abortions up in U.S.; women turn to pills, travel
Even with bans in
most states controlled
by Republicans, the
number of people
obtaining them grew.

By Geoff Mulvihill

and Kevin S. Vineys

ERIKA, left, and Leeann (who declined to give their last names) react at a watch party in Kansas City after
an abortion rights amendment to the Missouri Constitution passed Nov. 5. Five states passed such measures.

Charlie Riedel Associated Press

Artificial intelligence.
Abortion. Guns. Marijuana.
Minimum wages. 

Name a hot topic, and
chances are good there’s a
new law about it taking ef-
fect in 2025 in one state or
another. 

Many of the laws launch-
ing in January are a result of
legislation passed this year.
Others stem from ballot
measures approved by vot-
ers. Some face legal chal-
lenges. 

Here’s a look at some of
the most notable laws taking
effect in various states: 

Hollywood stars,
young influencers

California, home to Hol-
lywood and some of the larg-
est technology companies, is
seeking to rein in the artifi-
cial intelligence industry
and put some parameters
around social media stars.
New laws seek to prevent the
use of digital replicas of Hol-
lywood actors and perform-
ers without permission and
to allow the estates of dead
performers to sue over un-
authorized AI use.

Parents who profit from
social media posts featuring
their children will be re-
quired to set aside some
earnings for their young in-
fluencers. A new law also al-
lows children to sue their
parents for failing to do so.

Social media and
deepfake limits

New social media restric-
tions in several states face
court challenges. 

A Florida law bans chil-
dren under 14 from having
social media accounts and

requires parental consent
for 14- and 15-year-olds. But
enforcement has been de-
layed due to a lawsuit filed by
two associations for online
companies, with a hearing
scheduled for late February.

A new Tennessee law also
requires parental consent
for minors to open accounts
on social media. NetChoice,
an industry group for online
businesses, is challenging
the law. Another new state
law requires porn websites
to verify that visitors are at
least 18 years old. But the
Free Speech Coalition, a
trade association for the
adult entertainment indus-
try, has filed a challenge. 

Several new California
measures aimed at combat-
ing political deepfakes are
also being challenged, in-
cluding one requiring large
social media platforms to re-
move deceptive content re-
lated to elections and anoth-
er allowing individuals to
sue for damages over the use
of AI to fabricate images or
videos in political ads.

Parent notification
of gender changes

In a first, California will
start enforcing a law prohib-
iting school districts from
adopting policies that re-
quire staff to notify parents
whose children change their
gender identification at
school. The law was a pri-
ority for Democratic law-
makers who wanted to halt
such policies, which were
passed by several districts.

State protections
for abortion access 

Many states have passed
laws limiting or protecting
abortion rights since the
U.S. Supreme Court over-
turned a nationwide right to
the procedure in 2022. One of
the latest comes in the
Democratic-led state of Del-
aware. A law there will re-
quire the state employee
health plan and Medicaid
plans for lower-income resi-
dents to cover abortions

with no deductible, co-pay-
ment or other cost-sharing
requirement.

Rapid-fire guns and
school safe zones

A new Minnesota law
prohibits guns with “binary
triggers” that allow for more-
rapid firing by causing a
weapon to fire one round
when the trigger is pulled
and another when it is re-
leased.

In Delaware, a law adds
colleges and universities to a
list of school zones where
guns are prohibited, with ex-
ceptions for those working
in their official capacity such
as law officers and commis-
sioned security guards. 

Reach of medical
marijuana expands

Kentucky is becoming
the latest state to let people
use marijuana for medical

purposes. To apply for a
state medical cannabis card,
people must get written cer-
tification from a medical
provider of a qualifying con-
dition, such as cancer, multi-
ple sclerosis, chronic pain,
epilepsy, chronic nausea or
post-traumatic stress disor-
der. Nearly four-fifths of U.S.
states have now legalized
medical marijuana.

Minimum wage
increases in effect

Minimum wage workers
in more than 20 states are
due to receive raises in Janu-
ary. The highest minimum
wages will be in Washington,
California and Connecticut,
all of which will top $16 an
hour after modest increases. 

The largest increases are
in Delaware, where the min-
imum wage will rise by $1.75
to $15 an hour, and in Ne-
braska, where a measure ap-
proved by voters in 2022 will

add $1.50 to the current min-
imum of $12 an hour. 

Twenty other states still
follow the federal minimum
wage of $7.25 an hour.

Drug and cellphone
travel restrictions

In Oregon, using drugs
on public transit will be con-
sidered a misdemeanor
crime of interfering with
public transportation. While
the measure worked its way
through the Legislature,
multiple transportation offi-
cials said drug use on buses
and trains, and at transit
stops and stations, was mak-
ing passengers and drivers
feel less safe.

In Missouri, law enforce-
ment officers have spent the
last 16 months issuing warn-
ings to motorists that hand-
held cellphone use is illegal.
Starting with the new year,
penalties will kick in: a $150
fine for the first violation,

progressing to $500 for third
and subsequent offenses
and up to 15 years in prison if
a driver using a cellphone
causes an injury or death.
But police must notice a pri-
mary violation, such as
speeding or weaving across
lanes, to cite motorists for
violating the cellphone law. 

Montana is the only state
that hasn’t banned texting
while driving, according to
the National Conference of
State Legislatures.

Tax breaks for
renters and more

Tenants in Arizona will
no longer have to pay tax on
their monthly rent, thanks
to the repeal of a law that
had allowed cities and towns
to impose such taxes. While
a victory for renters, the new
law is a financial loss for gov-
ernments. An analysis by
Arizona’s nonpartisan Joint
Legislative Budget Commit-
tee estimated that $230 mil-
lion would be lost in munici-
pal tax revenue during the
first full fiscal year of imple-
mentation. 

Meanwhile Alabama will
offer tax credits to busi-
nesses that help employees
with child care costs.

Kansas is eliminating its
2% sales tax on groceries. It
also is cutting individual in-
come taxes by dropping the
top tax rate, increasing a
credit for child-care ex-
penses and exempting all
Social Security income from
taxes, among other things. 

Restoration of
voting rights

An Oklahoma law ex-
pands voting privileges to
people who have been con-
victed of felonies but had
their sentences discharged
or commuted, including for
crimes that have been re-
classified from felonies to
misdemeanors. 

Lieb writes for the
Associated Press. AP staff
around the U.S. contributed
to this report. 

New year brings new laws on hot topics, including AI and gender

Measures kicking in
will affect low earners,
big-screen and social
media stars, schools
and chatty drivers.

By David A. Lieb

IN CALIFORNIA, where entertainment unions went on strike in 2023, new laws
will require permission to use digital replicas or AI of performers’ likenesses.

Chris Pizzello Associated Press
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. —

Buried among Florida’s

manicured golf courses and

sprawling suburbs are the

artifacts of its slave-holding

past: the long-lost cemeter-

ies of enslaved people, the

statues of Confederate sol-

diers that still stand watch

over town squares, the old

plantations turned into

modern subdivisions that

bear the same name. But

many students aren’t learn-

ing that kind of Black his-

tory in Florida classrooms. 

In an old wooden bunga-

low in Delray Beach, Char-

lene Farrington and her staff

gather groups of teenagers

on Saturday mornings to

teach them lessons she wor-

ries that public schools

won’t provide. They talk

about South Florida’s Carib-

bean roots, the state’s dark

history of lynchings, how

segregation still shapes the

landscape and how grass-

roots activists mobilized the

civil rights movement to up-

end generations of oppres-

sion.

“You need to know how it

happened before so you can

decide how you want it to

happen again,” she told her

students as they sat at their

desks, the morning light illu-

minating historic photo-

graphs on the walls.

Florida students are giv-

ing up their Saturday morn-

ings to learn about African

American history at the

Spady Cultural Heritage

Museum in Delray Beach

and in similar programs at

community centers across

the state. Many are sup-

ported by Black churches,

which for generations have

helped forge the cultural and

political identity of their pa-

rishioners. 

Since Faith in Florida de-

veloped its own Black his-

tory toolkit last year, more

than 400 congregations have

pledged to teach the lessons,

the advocacy group says.

Florida has required pub-

lic schools to teach African

American history for the last

30 years, but many families

no longer trust the state’s

education system to ad-

equately address the sub-

ject. 

By the state’s own metri-

cs, just a dozen Florida

school districts have demon-

strated excellence at teach-

ing Black history, by provid-

ing evidence that they are in-

corporating the content into

lessons throughout the

school year and getting buy-

in from the school board and

community partners.

School district officials

across Florida told the Asso-

ciated Press that they are

still following the state man-

date to teach about the ex-

perience of enslavement, ab-

olition and the “vital con-

tributions of African Ameri-

cans to build and strengthen

American society.” 

But a common complaint

from students and parents is

that the instruction seems

limited to heroic figures

such as the Rev. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. and Rosa Parks

and rarely extends beyond

each February’s Black His-

tory Month. 

When Sulaya Williams’

eldest child started school,

she couldn’t find the com-

prehensive instruction she

wanted for him in their area.

So in 2016, she launched her

own organization to teach

Black history in community

settings.

“We wanted to make sure

that our children knew our

stories, to be able to pass

down to their children,”

Williams said.

Williams now has a con-

tract to teach Saturday

school at a public library in

Fort Lauderdale, and her 12-

year-old daughter, Addah

Gordon, invites her class-

mates to join her.

“It feels like I’m really

learning my culture. Like I’m

learning what my ancestors

did,” Addah said. “And most

people don’t know what they

did.”

State lawmakers unani-

mously approved the Afri-

can American history re-

quirement in 1994 at a time of

atonement over Florida’s

history.

Historians commis-

sioned by the state had just

published an official report

on the deadly attack on the

town of Rosewood in 1923,

when a white mob razed the

majority-Black community

and drove out its residents.

When the Florida Legisla-

ture approved financial

compensation for Rose-

wood’s survivors and de-

scendants in 1994, it was

seen as a national model for

reparations. 

“There was a moment of

enlightenment in Florida,

those decades ago. There

really was,” said Marvin

Dunn, who has been the au-

thor of multiple books on

Black Floridians. “But that

was short-lived.”

Three decades later, the

teaching of African Ameri-

can history remains incon-

sistent across Florida class-

rooms, inadequate in the

eyes of some advocates, and

is under fire by the adminis-

tration of Republican Gov.

Ron DeSantis, who has

championed efforts to re-

strict how race, history and

discrimination can be talked

about in the state’s public

schools. 

DeSantis has led attacks

on “wokeness” in education

that rallied conservatives

nationwide, including Presi-

dent-elect Donald Trump.

In 2022, the governor signed

a law that restricts certain

race-based conversations in

schools and businesses and

prohibits teaching that

members of one ethnic

group should feel guilt or

bear responsibility for ac-

tions taken by previous gen-

erations.

Last year, DeSantis’ ad-

ministration blocked a new

Advanced Placement

course on African American

Studies from being taught in

Florida, saying it violates

state law and is historically

inaccurate.

A spokesperson for the

College Board, which over-

sees Advanced Placement

courses, told the AP they are

not aware of any public

schools in Florida currently

offering the African Ameri-

can Studies class. It’s also

not listed in the state’s cur-

rent course directory. 

Representatives for the

Florida Department of Edu-

cation and the state’s Afri-

can American History Task

Force did not respond to the

AP’s requests for comment.

“People who are inter-

ested in advancing African

diaspora history can’t rely

on schools to do that,” said

Tameka Bradley Hobbs,

manager of Broward Coun-

ty’s African-American Re-

search Library and Cultural

Center. “I think it’s even

more clear now that there

needs to be a level of self-reli-

ance and self-determination

when it comes to passing on

the history and heritage of

our ancestors.”

Last year, only 30 of Flori-

da’s 67 traditional school

districts offered at least one

standalone course on Afri-

can American history or hu-

manities, according to state

data. While not required by

state law, having a dedicated

Black history class is a mea-

sure of how districts are fol-

lowing the state mandate.

Florida’s large urban dis-

tricts are far more likely to

offer the classes, compared

with small rural districts,

some of which have fewer

than 2,000 students.

Even in districts that

have staff dedicated to

teaching Black history,

some teachers are afraid of

violating state law, accord-

ing to Brian Knowles, who

oversees African American,

Holocaust and Latino stud-

ies for the Palm Beach

County school district.

“There’s so many other

districts and so many kids

that we’re missing because

we’re tiptoeing around what

is essentially American his-

tory,” Knowles said.

Frustration over the re-

strictions that teachers face

pushed Renee O’Connor to

take a sabbatical last year

from her job teaching Black

history at Miami Norland

Senior High School in the

majority-Black city of Miami

Gardens. Now, she is back in

the classroom, but she also

has been helping communi-

ty groups develop their own

Black history programs out-

side of the public school sys-

tem.

“I wish, obviously, all kids

were able to take an African

American history class,”

O’Connor said, “but you

have to pivot if it’s not hap-

pening in schools.”

Payne is a corps member for

the Associated

Press/Report for America

Statehouse News Initiative.

Distrust over Florida schools’ Black history class
Though the subject is
required to be taught,
the lessons remain
inconsistent across the
state’s classrooms.

MARVIN DUNN leads a tour of Overtown, a historically Black neighborhood near downtown Miami, in Feb-
ruary. By state metrics, a dozen Florida school districts have shown excellence at teaching Black history.

Marta Lavandier Associated Press

By Kate Payne
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Tune in to the
Rose Parade January 1, 2025 at 8 a.m. PST.

and the Rose Bowl at 2 p.m. PST.
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loped the pier, significantly
damaging it. The city deter-
mined that continuing to re-
pair the current pier as city
officials planned for its re-
placement was no longer
feasible. Instead, the pier
will remain closed until the
city completes the $8-mil-
lion-plus, multiyear replace-
ment project. 

Meanwhile, the Ventura
Pier and Santa Cruz Coun-
ty’s Capitola Wharf were
damaged in early 2023
storms and reopened earlier
this year. Ventura’s restora-
tion cost more than $3
million, and Capitola’s
around $8 million.

Santa Cruz initially pro-
posed updates to the Santa
Cruz Wharf in 2014, com-
memorating the pier’s 100th
anniversary.

Although a primary engi-
neering report for the proj-
ect found that the pier was
“generally in good and serv-
iceable condition,” a second-
ary assessment recom-
mended adding additional
support structures to pro-
tect the pier against extreme
weather.

It wasn’t until late 2020
that the City Council
approved a plan and envi-
ronmental impact report.
But then a coalition of advo-
cates opposing the plan filed
a lawsuit, arguing that the
city did not find sufficient ev-
idence to support that recre-
ational activities on the
wharf wouldn’t significantly
impact the environment.

As the city litigated and
revised the environmental
impact report, two devastat-
ing storms in December 2023
and February 2024 — the
same series that crippled
San Diego’s Ocean Beach
Pier — substantially dam-
aged the wharf. 

So before the city began
construction on the long-
term expansion and im-
provement project — focus-
ing primarily on widening
the pier, adding boat land-
ings and creating more retail
and commerce opportuni-
ties — it authorized $3.5 mil-
lion in repairs to remedy
damages from last winter’s
storms. The repairs, includ-

ing replacing 60 of the pier’s
supporting piles, began in
the fall of this year. 

But it was too late. In De-
cember, another series of
winter storms formed over
the central Pacific and
started ramming the coast
with 40-foot waves.

While winter storms have
been a longtime threat for
California’s piers, scientists
say they’re becoming even
more destructive.

Recent studies have
found that increasing air
and water temperatures
have warped ocean storm
patterns worldwide, includ-
ing along California’s coast.
Further research shows that
an intensifying low-pressure
system off Alaska’s coast has
become more likely to seed
powerful storms and create
energetic waves along the
West Coast.

Climate change is also
generating greater storm
variability. Some piers shel-
tered from the typical north-
westward storm now get
barraged from all angles.

“In some of the recent
storms in Santa Cruz, we’re
seeing some of these events
come a little more from the
south or a little more from
the west,” Barnard said. “A
lot of these piers were built in
these more sheltered areas
... so even when those waves
shift by five or 10 degrees, it
can make a huge difference.”

The result for old piers
sitting on the front lines of
California’s changing coasts
is frequent structural as-
sessments and repairs.

For example, the Santa
Monica Pier has undergone
two structural assessments
since the turn of the century
and a handful of smaller re-
pairs. The latest assessment
in 2019 cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

Larger repairs often cost
millions and leave a pier
closed for years. If the gov-
ernment falls behind, the
buildup of damage from ex-
treme storms can leave offi-
cials with no choice but to
tear down the whole pier. Af-
ter half of the Seacliff State
Beach Pier near Santa Cruz
broke off into the water dur-
ing a winter storm in early

2023, the state park opted to
remove the pier on the ad-
vice of a structural engineer-
ing report, just a few years
shy of its 100th anniversary.

Many of California’s
wharves and piers are cente-
narians. The state’s first
wharves were built in the
1800s, and tended to be mod-
est, private endeavors
meant to facilitate shipping
minerals and metals such as
silver and asphaltum along
the coast. But by the turn of
the century, local govern-
ments were taking on more
ambitious public projects.

Santa Monica built its
nearly 1,700-foot-long pier in
1908; Santa Cruz followed
suit with its own in 1914. They
became a staple of coastal
life, hosting fishing spots,
restaurants, education cen-
ters and, in Santa Monica,
an amusement park.

One hundred and ten
years later, Santa Cruz had
no choice but to announce
that the wharf would remain
closed indefinitely.

“There’s lots and lots of
infrastructure across Cali-
fornia that are at risk,”
Barnard said. “There’s going
to have to be hard decisions
made. ... There’s limited re-
sources, and we have to
think strategically about
what are we going to pro-
tect?”

Piers face impacts
of climate change
[Piers, from A1]

A SECTION of the Santa Cruz Wharf that collapsed Monday into the Pacific sits in the surf at a nearby beach
on Tuesday. It is among several public wharves and piers in California that have been undergoing upgrades.

Stephen Lam San Francisco Chronicle 

18 California piers were closed for at least part of
2024 or are currently damaged
The three damaged piers in the Bay Area and on Catalina Island are still open.

Closed Damaged

Los AngelesLos Angeles

Ocean Beach Pier

Ventura 
Pier

Capitola 
Wharf 

Santa Cruz 
Wharf

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Noah Haggerty and Elijah Wolfson Los Angeles Times
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surprised on two fronts: the
lengths to which publicists
allegedly went to protect
Baldoni, and that Lively’s
team had procured such a
potent tranche of text mes-
sages before filing their Cali-
fornia civil rights complaint.
“The biggest battle we face
these days is obtaining evi-
dence from the other side.”

Lively’s attorneys have
been circumspect about the
provenance of the text mes-
sages. Her complaint con-
tains a footnote stating that
the messages, including a
22-page compendium of
texts submitted as an exhib-
it with the complaint, came
through the “legal process,
including a civil subpoena.”
Some of the messages are re-
dacted or have the senders’
and recipients’ names omit-
ted.

But Stephanie Jones, the
founder of Jonesworks — the
publicity firm that has rep-
resented Tom Brady, Jeff
Bezos and, until recently,
Baldoni and his production
company, Wayfarer Studios
— effectively outed herself as
the source of the damaging
communications in a lawsuit
she filed Dec. 24.

With Jonesworks as the
publicity firm for Baldoni
and his company, Jones
would seemingly have been
aware of the alleged smear
campaign against Lively.
But Jones disavows involve-
ment and contends that a
former subordinate, Jenni-
fer Abel, and others close to
Baldoni cooked up the plan
as part of a broader “con-
spiracy,” which also in-
cluded starting a rival pub-
licity firm.

In her lawsuit, Jones ac-
cused Abel of “conspiring” to
attack Jonesworks, steal the
firm’s clients, coordinate the
“media smear campaign”
against Lively and then
“publicly pin blame for this
smear campaign on Jones.”

In addition to suing Abel,
Jones sued Baldoni and Na-
than, the crisis public rela-
tions professional whose
blunt text messages have
rocketed across social me-
dia.

The dizzying set of allega-
tions in Jones’ 52-page law-
suit made clear that after
terminating Abel on Aug. 21,
Jones had Abel’s company-
issued phone “forensically
preserved and examined in
detail.”

“Abel and Nathan’s cov-
ert take down and smear
campaigns were revealed in
black and white on Abel’s
company-issued phone fol-
lowing her termination,”
Jones said in her lawsuit.

In a statement, a mem-
ber of Lively’s legal team
confirmed that the text mes-
sages in Lively’s complaint
were sourced from Abel’s
phone and that the material
came from a subpoena
against Jonesworks.

How, when and where
that subpoena was issued
remains a mystery.

“The additional details
about Ms. Lively’s investiga-
tion, including the lawful
subpoena, will be produced
during discovery,” the state-
ment said.

Experts were at times
flummoxed and impressed
by how Lively managed to
get hold of the text messages
in the absence of a lawsuit.
The state civil rights com-
plaint she filed, which al-
leged sexual harassment
and retaliation, could be a
precursor to a lawsuit. 

Some states, including
California and New York, al-
low for discovery, or the
gathering of evidence from
various parties to learn
about the facts of a dispute,
before a lawsuit has been
filed. But this type of pre-liti-
gation discovery rarely hap-
pens in California, attorneys
said.

If Lively’s lawyers took
that route in California, they
would have had to know that
the evidence existed in the
first place, then petition a
judge and argue that there
was a risk the evidence could
be spoiled or not preserved.
A spokesperson for the L.A.
Superior Court said the
court does not maintain re-
cords of such petitions. 

“I’ve been doing this for
decades and I’ve never seen
it done before, but it can be
done,” said Johnson, the en-
tertainment lawyer. As an
example, he said, lawyers
may seek a subpoena to pre-
vent a car involved in a crash
from being demolished and
request to examine it before
filing suit.

James Spertus, a West
Los Angeles litigator and
former federal prosecutor,
said the subpoena was
“most likely” issued in an-
other case and “then used in
this one.”

For example, the sub-
poena could have been is-
sued during a closed-door
arbitration proceeding, at-
torneys said. Lively’s com-
plaint named several firms
and PR professionals in-
volved in “It Ends With Us”
as well as Baldoni’s produc-
tion company, but Jones and
Jonesworks were notably
absent. Attorneys for Jones
did not respond to an email
seeking comment about the
subpoena.

Some attorneys specu-
lated that the subpoena had
the hallmarks of a so-called
“friendly subpoena,” where
one side is seeking records
from another party, who can
use the subpoena as legal
cover. Put another way, the
owner of the records may
want to give them up, and
the subpoena allows them to
say they were forced to com-
ply. 

Whatever the origin
story, the texts have been cu-
rated and released by both
Jones and Lively, effectively

torpedoing their adversaries
in one fell swoop.

The potency of the texts
derives from their moment-
to-moment chronicle of how
Baldoni and his team dis-
cussed Lively. In a strategy
document for Baldoni that
Lively filed with her com-
plaint, his publicity team
identified “several potential
scenarios at play here which
we should be prepared for,
should [Lively] and her
team make her grievances
public.”

“He wants to feel like she
can be buried,” Abel wrote of
Baldoni in a text message.

“We can’t write it down to
him. We can’t write we will
destroy her,” Nathan replied
to Abel. “You know we can
bury anyone. But I can’t
write that to him.”

The precise nature of the
help that Nathan and her
firm, The Agency Group PR,
provided to Baldoni and his
production company is un-
clear. The text messages
suggest that the publicists
pitched negative stories
about Lively to friendly me-
dia outlets. In her com-
plaint, Lively alleged that
Nathan enlisted Jed Wal-
lace, formerly of Southern
California and now based in
Texas, who in turn “weap-
onized a digital army ... to
create, seed and promote
content that appeared to be
authentic on social media
platforms and internet chat
forums.” 

Then, Baldoni’s team
supplied the “manufactured
content to unwitting report-
ers,” propagating a narra-
tive that was negative
toward Lively and her hus-
band, actor Ryan Reynolds.

A Daily Mail piece from
this summer was published
with the headline, “Is Blake
Lively set to be
CANCELLED?” and noted
“hard to watch” videos of
Lively that had surfaced on-
line, triggering “a growing
backlash against apparently
diva-style behaviour caught
on camera.”

Abel texted Nathan, “You
really outdid yourself with
this piece.”

“That’s why you hired me
right? I’m the best,” Nathan
replied. 

According to Lively’s
complaint, Baldoni’s team
was trying to keep Lively’s

allegations about his im-
proper behavior from leak-
ing. In text messages cited in
the complaint, Nathan ap-
pears to indicate that news
coverage of human re-
sources complaints stem-
ming from “It Ends With Us”
was scuttled through the
team’s efforts. 

Lively’s complaint as-
serted that Baldoni criti-
cized her body and weight,
was “constantly hugging
and touching cast and crew”
and inserted “improvised
gratuitous sexual content”
into the film, which is about
a woman overcoming do-
mestic abuse. 

Lively also said that Bal-
doni “pressured” her into
adding nudity into a scene
where her character was to
give birth and that the “cha-
otic” set was open to cast
and crew; that Baldoni’s
production partner, Jamey
Heath, had showed Lively a
video of his own wife’s naked
body as she gave birth,
which Lively initially
thought was pornography;
and that Baldoni had his
“best friend” play the role of
gynecologist, which was “in-
vasive and humiliating.”

Before the cast resumed
filming after the Hollywood
strikes, Lively initiated a
meeting about her allega-
tions, according to the com-
plaint. Other female cast
and crew members had also
reported concerns about the
work environment, includ-
ing sexual harassment. The
producers agreed to insti-
tute protections.

Baldoni’s representa-
tives have denied miscon-
duct and called the allega-
tions against him and his
team “completely false, out-
rageous and intentionally
salacious.” 

Freedman, the attorney,
said in a statement that
Lively’s “negative reputa-
tion” derived from “her own
remarks and actions during
the campaign for the film”
along with “interviews and
press activities that were ob-
served publicly, in real time
and unedited, which allowed
for the internet to generate
their own views and opin-
ions.”

The high-profile case — a
decade after the hack and
release of Sony Pictures exe-
cutives’ crude and frank

emails — has offered an ever-
green reminder: Be careful
what you put in writing.

ABC News recently paid
$15 million to settle a case
filed by President-elect Don-
ald Trump, who alleged that
anchor George Steph-
anopolous defamed him.
The settlement talks came
after the judge ruled that
Stephanopoulos and Trump
had to sit for depositions
and turn over emails and
text messages. 

In a lawsuit filed against
Fox News by Dominion Vot-
ing Systems, internal emails
and text messages emerged
that showed the unvar-
nished opinions of Tucker
Carlson and other Fox per-
sonalities around Trump’s
bogus claims that the 2020
election was stolen. “Do the
executives understand how
much trust and credibility
we’ve lost with our audi-
ence? We’re playing with
fire, for real,” Carlson texted
colleagues.

In the dispute between
singer Kesha Sebert and the
songwriter and producer
Lukasz Gottwald, known as
Dr. Luke, whom she accused
of sexually assaulting her,
the producer’s harsh com-
ments about the singer’s
weight became public dur-
ing litigation. 

“Please keep her on her
diet. No need to reply fur-
ther. THANKS!” Gottwald
wrote.

The dispute also un-
earthed the public relations
plan that Sebert’s team de-
vised to help amplify her
case, incite “a deluge of nega-
tive media” on Gottwald,
fuel the #FreeKesha move-
ment and secure a more fa-
vorable contract arrange-
ment. 

To Melanie Cherry, the
associate director of the
Public Relations and Adver-
tising program at USC
Annenberg School of Com-
munications and Journal-
ism, the Lively case will fur-
ther reinforce “why publi-
cists and crisis PR teams
must be diligent in keeping
communications with cli-
ents and internal teams se-
cure and private.”

“The role of a publicist
should remain in the back-
ground,” she said, “rather
than becoming part of the
story.”

Suit hints at source of texts in scandal

ACTORS JUSTIN BALDONI and Blake Lively work on the set of “It Ends With Us” in New Jersey on Jan. 12.
Lively has accused her co-star of sexual harassment and a smear campaign, claims that Baldoni’s team denies.

Jose Perez Bauer-Griffin/GC Images

[Hollywood, from A1]

WASHINGTON — A
ninth U.S. telecom firm has
been confirmed to have been
hacked as part of a sprawl-
ing Chinese espionage cam-
paign that gave officials in
Beijing access to private
texts and phone conversa-
tions of an unknown num-
ber of Americans, a top
White House official said
Friday.

Biden administration of-
ficials said this month that
at least eight telecommuni-
cations companies, as well
as dozens of nations, had
been affected by the Chinese
hacking blitz known as Salt
Typhoon.

But Anne Neuberger,
deputy national security ad-
visor for cyber and emerging
technologies, told reporters
Friday that a ninth victim
had been identified after the
administration released
guidance to companies
about how to hunt for Chi-
nese culprits in their net-
works.

The update from Neu-
berger is the latest devel-
opment in a massive hack-
ing that has alarmed na-
tional security officials, ex-
posed cybersecurity vulner-
abilities in the private sector
and laid bare China’s hack-
ing sophistication. 

The hackers compro-
mised the networks of tele-
communications compa-
nies to obtain customer call
records and gain access to
the private communica-
tions of “a limited number of
individuals.” Though the
FBI has not publicly identi-
fied any of the victims, offi-
cials believe senior U.S. gov-
ernment officials and prom-
inent political figures are
among those whose com-
munications were accessed.

Neuberger said officials
did not yet have a precise
sense of how many Ameri-
cans were affected by Salt
Typhoon, in part because
the Chinese were careful
about their techniques, but
a “large number” were in the
Washington-Virginia area.

Officials believe the goal
of the hackers was to iden-
tify who owned the phones
and, if they were “govern-
ment targets of interest,”
spy on their texts and phone
calls, she said. 

The FBI said most of the
people targeted by the hack-
ers are “primarily involved
in government or political
activity.” 

Neuberger said the epi-
sode highlighted the need
for required cybersecurity
practices in the telecommu-
nications industry, a topic
the Federal Communica-
tions Commission is to take
up at a meeting next month.

The Chinese government
has denied responsibility for
the hacking.

Number
of hacked
telecom
firms
increases 
Ninth U.S. company 
is confirmed breached
in Chinese spy effort,
White House says.

associated press

President-elect Donald
Trump on Saturday ap-
peared to step into a raging
debate among his support-
ers over visas for skilled
workers on the side of Elon
Musk, telling the New York
Post he has “always liked the
visas.”

The comments came as
Trump loyalists have been
fulminating against each
other online for days over
the H-1B visas. Immigration
hard-liners, including
Trump backers like Laura
Loomer and Stephen K.
Bannon, subscribe to an
“America first” agenda fo-
cused on creating more jobs
for American citizens.

But Musk, who is the
world’s richest man, and
other tech titans have long
supported the H-1B visa pro-
gram, which allows busi-
nesses to hire skilled work-
ers from foreign countries.
They have argued, as Musk
posted last week, that “there
is a dire shortage of ex-

tremely talented and moti-
vated engineers in Ameri-
ca.”

In another post late Sat-
urday night, Musk added:
“The reason I’m in America
along with so many critical
people who built SpaceX,
Tesla and hundreds of other
companies that made
America strong is because of
H1B.” He added: “Take a big
step back and F— YOUR-
SELF in the face. I will go to
war on this issue the likes of
which you cannot possibly
comprehend.”

In response, Bannon,
who served as Trump’s chief
strategist, called Musk “a
toddler” on the social media
platform Gettr, posting:
“Someone please notify
Child Protective Services–
need to do a ‘wellness check;
on this toddler” and linking
to Musk’s tweet. Bannon has
been back in the political
whirl since being released
from federal prison in Octo-
ber, where he served four
months on contempt
charges for refusing to com-
ply with a subpoena about

the Jan. 6 Capitol riot. 
It was shortly after this

point that Trump got on the
phone with Jon Levine of the
New York Post and told him:
“I’ve always been in favor of
the visas. That’s why we

have them.”
Trump added that he has

“many H-1B visas on my
properties. I’ve been a be-
liever in H1-B. I have used it
many times. It’s a great pro-
gram.”

It wasn’t immediately
clear what properties
Trump was referring to that
rely on the H-1B program.
His golf courses and clubs
have long relied on foreign
workers coming to the

United States under the
H-2B program to work as
housekeepers and cooks.
The H-2B visa program al-
lows employers to import
unskilled workers from
abroad for temporary jobs if
no qualified U.S. workers
want the jobs.

Late Saturday morning,
California Gov. Gavin New-
som waded into the debate
as well, posting on X that
Musk “is right” about need-
ing to recruit top talent.
“The same principle should
apply to supporting our
farmworkers, construction,
and trades workers who
build and feed our country.
Top talent is top talent.” The
governor tagged Musk, as
well as the California Farm
Bureau, the California
Building Industry Assn. and
other groups. 

It was not clear whether
Newsom was referring to ex-
panded visa programs, a
path to legalization, or
something else. A spokes-
person did not immediately
respond to a request for
clarification.

Trump weighs in as Musk and Bannon spar over visas 
By Jessica Garrison

PRESIDENT-ELECT Donald Trump and Elon Musk on a visit to Texas. Born in
South Africa, Musk defends the tech industry’s need to bring in foreign workers.

Brandon Bell Associated Press
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monitoring, a Times analy-
sis of hundreds of product
tests and industry surveys
suggest. 

The cannabis supply
chain that underpins these
products is so convoluted,
and the data collected by the
state so unreliable, that it is
nearly impossible to pin-
point the origins of contam-
ination. 

And there is no systemat-
ic procedure, such as with
tainted lettuce or ground
beef, to identify the scope
and severity of contamina-
tion and limit public harm.

“If California can’t get
this right, it would be a
tremendous tragedy,” a
Trinity County cannabis
consultant, John Brower,
complained this fall to the
advisory board that guides
the state Department of
Cannabis Control. “This
thing got handed to the state
regulators on a silver platter
... and now we find ourselves
in a spot where very few con-
sumers have a good reason
to choose a regulated mar-
ket [product].”

Regulators minimized
the extent of contamination
in the supply chain, saying
they believe the majority of
legal products meet state
standards.

“The spotlight on this is-
sue ultimately reinforces
why a regulated market-
place is essential,” the De-
partment of Cannabis Con-
trol said in a prepared state-
ment. “What we’re seeing is
not unique to cannabis, or to
California, but part of the
maturation process of a
newly regulated sector.”

The agency refused inter-
view requests.

The creation of a legal
cannabis market was sold to
California voters as a way to
protect public health. But by
design, California lawmak-
ers limited the role of the
state’s Department of Pesti-
cide Regulation, which has
well-established programs
for tracking and dealing
with pesticides in agricul-
ture. Responsibility for regu-
lating pesticides in cannabis
instead went to a startup
agency, the Department of
Cannabis Control. Six years
after legalization, the agency
says it is pledged to safe-
guard the public but is still
setting up a lab fully capable
of testing for those com-
pounds, and creating en-
forcement mechanisms.

The perceived regulatory
void has driven private-sec-
tor solutions, including vol-
untary safety tests that far
exceed state standards and
a controversial campaign to
track down, and report, con-
taminated products. There
is divided opinion on
whether consumers will re-
ward, or punish, such revela-
tions. 

“With the consumer of
cannabis, it doesn’t matter if
they care or not,” said
grower Raw Garden’s chief
executive, Thomas Martin,
who provided the backing
for sweeping tests of vapes
on store shelves in the spring
and summer this year, which
led to more than a dozen
state product recalls.

“We have a responsibility
to deliver clean.”

::

The Times’ investigation
included the largest analysis
of its kind of pesticides in
cannabis smoking products.
It drew from tests con-
ducted independently for
The Times and others that
came from a private market
survey.

More than 370 legal can-
nabis products from 86
brands bought from state-li-
censed stores were tested for
pesticides, along with prod-
ucts from tobacco shops and
unlicensed stores. The anal-
ysis checked for more than
290 pesticides beyond the 66
chemicals already included
in California’s mandatory
screening requirement for
cannabis products, a state
list that has remained un-
changed since guidelines
were created in 2017. 

These tests identified the
presence of 45 pesticides
California does not track in
cannabis. All but one are il-
legal to use on the plant. The
tests also found the pres-
ence of lab-created cannabis
oils prohibited in the legal
market, and potentially dan-
gerous chemicals used to di-
lute products.

The contamination is so
widespread there is evi-
dence of insufficient clean-
grown weed to supply the
state’s $1-billion cannabis
vape market. One brand
said it was having difficulty
sourcing pesticide-free can-

nabis concentrates. One of
the state’s largest oil manu-
facturers, Sisu Extracts,
said it found 60% of the can-
nabis crops farms offered for
sale contained pesticides
not on California’s screening
list. It could provide clean oil
only to select customers will-
ing to pay a higher price.

These additional prohib-
ited chemicals include insec-
ticides such as pymetrozine,
a carcinogen banned in Eu-
rope and approved in the
United States for a limited
number of crops, and a ger-
micide, ortho-phenylphe-
nol, once present in Lysol
and today primarily used to
disinfect hospitals and dog
kennels. They include eight
pesticides that federal regu-
lators say pose a risk to peo-
ple or the environment and
that can be bought by li-
censed applicators only.

By far the most frequent
was pymetrozine, appearing
in 31% of samples and at lev-
els higher than any other
pesticide.

According to emails ob-
tained by The Times under a
public records act request,
California’s cannabis regu-
lators by 2019 had already
heard that growers were us-
ing the contraband insecti-
cide.

“I don’t know if this pesti-
cide has been deemed safe
for use on cannabis and is
not talked about — or if
pymetrozine is indeed the
‘dirty secret’ of the Califor-
nia cannabis industry,” a
Central Coast farm manager
wrote to regulators that No-
vember. He said two Hum-
boldt County farms were us-
ing the prohibited pesticide
and he suspected there were
others. 

The email chain shows
that the report was shared
among state agencies re-
sponsible for protecting the
public from pesticides on
cannabis, but that no action
was taken. 

Toxicologists in the state
pesticide department that
year had attempted to
launch a cannabis surveil-
lance program. Meeting
notes show department
staff met with a Monterey
County analytical lab to dis-
cuss testing cannabis seized
by law enforcement for 330
pesticides — akin to the
scrutiny given to food. The
intent was twofold: provide
the public a reason to steer
clear of the illicit market,
and warn regulators what
pesticides might show up in
the legal market. 

Such broad monitoring is
critical, “or the whole supply
chain suffers,” said Keith
Bisogno, the analytics busi-
ness consultant who took
part in the talks. Without
surveillance, health threats
can catch regulators off
guard, he said. For instance,
“no one was looking for mel-
amine in baby formula ... and
then it showed up in baby
formula from China.”

State records show the
surveillance program was
scuttled and staff told to
“halt such activity until fur-
ther guidance could be pro-
vided.” The state agency did
not respond to a request for
information on who halted
the project and why. Budget
documents show taxpayers
since 2020 have paid $3.5 mil-
lion a year for cannabis pes-
ticide enforcement that was
supposed to include residue
testing.

Toxicologists within the
pesticide department sub-

sequently proposed small
changes in the levels allowed
for pesticides on California’s
66-pesticide cannabis
screening list — proposals
repeatedly ignored by can-
nabis regulators.

They would make no sug-
gestion to add pymetrozine
or any other pesticide to the
testing list.

::

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency controls
how pesticides may be used,
determining the crops that
chemicals can be used on,
and the maximum residues
safe for human consump-
tion. Because cannabis is
not legal under federal law,
there are no pesticides ap-
proved to use on the crop.
And it is a felony to use a pes-
ticide in violation of its EPA-
approved label.

California therefore con-
fines cannabis growers to
fighting insects and molds
with natural predators, bac-
terial controls, natural oils
or products deemed so
harmless they have no fed-
eral residue limits.

Most of the 66 chemicals
on California’s cannabis
screening list, however, are
not legal to use on the crop.
There is little research on
the safety of these pesticides
when burned and inhaled.
To set residue limits, state
toxicologists have turned to
the only other commonly
smoked plant: tobacco. 

California toxicologists
adopted European tobacco
standards where those ex-
isted, and for the rest ap-
plied the EPA’s trigger for re-
quiring further data when
evaluating pesticides for use
on tobacco crops.

How to deal with contam-
inants illegal to use on can-
nabis, but for which there
are no state residue limits, is
a point of contention in the
industry.

“It’s not for me to find out
which of the 17,000 pesticides
a farmer is using, because
I’m not a chemist,” said
Mark Unterbach, CEO of
Procan Labs, the oil-manu-
facturing sister company to

Stiiizy, the state’s top-selling
vape brand. “You count on
the state to regulate this.”

In The Times’ analysis,
pymetrozine was present in
13 out of 14 vaping products
by Stiiizy in the greatest con-
centration of any products
tested and analyzed.

Stiiizy executives said
that because California does
not require testing for
pymetrozine, and has set no
residue limit for the pesti-
cide, the company is not in
violation of state regulation.
Nevertheless, the company
has now joined other brands
in testing for pesticides not
on California’s screening list.
Those companies said they
seek to reduce contami-
nants in future products
even in the absence of new
state regulation.

Some brands said they
would leave existing stocks
of contaminated products
on store shelves. 

To pull them from sale
“would bankrupt every sin-
gle cannabis company,” said
the owner of one major
brand, speaking on condi-
tion he not be named.

His decision?
“We’re gonna sell

through.”

::

After a Times investiga-
tion in June showed Califor-
nia’s reliance on private labs
had failed to keep contam-
inated cannabis products off
store shelves, regulators
told lawmakers they had
multiple fixes in the works.
Among those promises was
a program to track down the
sources of contamination.
The Department of Canna-
bis Control in a written
statement said it conducts
source investigations on all
recalled products — but was
still developing a way to
trace pesticides back to the
farms they came from. 

Contract records show
the state’s seed-to-sale can-
nabis tracking system, op-
erated by vendor Metrc
(Marijuana Enforcement
Tracking Reporting Com-
pliance), was intended to en-
able just such investiga-

tions. But a Times review of
scores of previously undis-
closed supply chain records
shows that when it comes to
vaping products, Metrc’s
computer trails can reveal
very little as well as contain
erroneous information
about products.

Metrc was set up to col-
lect data down to the detail
of every plant on every li-
censed cannabis farm, and
from there, its journey to
market and sale. But the
majority of vapes contain
distillate, the cannabis
equivalent to hot dog filler. It
is a flavorless oil extracted
from otherwise unusable
plant trimmings, moldy ma-
terial and poor-quality flow-
ers collected from farms
across the state. Those ho-
mogenized oils are further
blended, in some cases to di-
lute known pesticides.

The Metrc data, for ex-
ample, showed the insecti-
cide methoxyfenozide lurk-
ing in a Raspberry Parfait-
flavored BBrand vape could
have come from plants
grown over a period of four
years on any of 986 farms,
collected in more than 72,000
“harvests.”

Also according to Metrc
records, some products that
tested clean were made from
the very same plants as
products heavily laden with
pesticides.

A Calaveras County can-
nabis grower said it was im-
possible that her farm was,
as Metrc stated, the sole
source of cannabis for a Kind
Republic vape containing 10
pesticides and recently re-
called by the state. 

“I know not to spray all
this stuff because you know,
you can’t sell it,” said Enend-
ina Venegas, owner of Steel
Wheel Farms.

The Department of Can-
nabis Control disputed the
notion that Metrc data are
unreliable. “The rate of
these inaccuracies does not
compromise the integrity” of
the system, it said. 

Meanwhile, the state fails
to make use of readily avail-
able data from the farms on
probable sources of canna-
bis contamination. 

California requires those
using controlled pesticides
to file monthly use reports,
which go both to the state
and to county agriculture
commissioners.

The Department of Pes-
ticide Regulation screens
millions of those reports an-
nually, assisted by a soft-
ware program that flags
cases in which a pesticide is
used on an unapproved
crop. Error reports are sent
to county agriculture com-
missioners for investigation. 

The Times found farms in
nine counties had filed hun-
dreds of reports detailing
the use of prohibited pesti-
cides on cannabis, without
triggering alerts from the
state or drawing the notice
of local agriculture officials.

Although Santa Cruz
County farm inspection re-
cords fail to note the use of
pymetrozine on Eaton’s
farm, he said he stopped us-
ing it after a local agriculture
official told him it was pro-
hibited. State records show
other cannabis growers
nearby continued to use the
chemical as recently as this
summer.

State pesticide regula-
tors did alert Monterey
County to a cannabis grower
using 2,4-D — a compound
in the Vietnam War-era her-

bicide Agent Orange — to
highlight a potential mis-
placed decimal point in the
quantity of the chemical be-
ing used 23 years after the
expiration of its product reg-
istration. No mention was
made that the product is il-
legal to use on cannabis.

State pesticide regula-
tors said they modified the
software to ignore pesticides
used on cannabis and relied
on human reviewers to catch
abuses. As a partial solution,
they released a list of 101 reg-
istered products that are al-
lowed.

There needs to be better
information sharing and
delegation of responsibility
between state agencies re-
sponsible for protecting the
public from pesticides in
cannabis, and the county ag-
riculture officials who in-
spect most farms, said An-
drew Smith, Sonoma Coun-
ty’s agriculture commis-
sioner and a member of the
state cannabis advisory
board.

“We can’t investigate
what we don’t know,” Smith
said.

::

Department of Cannabis
Control director Nicole El-
liot declined requests to be
interviewed. In September
at an advisory board meet-
ing, she emphasized her
agency’s “commitment to
data-driven science-based
policy making.” At the same
time, she acknowledged that
change can be slow and
urged patience “in times
when sensationalized narra-
tives may dominate head-
lines ...”

“The benefits of our work
at times unfold gradually,
but the positive long-term
outcomes will be undeni-
able,” she said.

Since The Times’ report
in June, the Department of
Cannabis Control has or-
dered 266 products off store
shelves over suspected pes-
ticide contamination.
Nearly all are the subject of
whistleblower complaints
from 2023 or tied to a Los An-
geles manufacturer identi-
fied by The Times as the
source of multiple contam-
inated products. 

Some of those products
were already illegal to sell,
such as Phat Panda vapes
recalled more than 200 days
after their expiration date.
Asked what public health
benefit comes from belat-
edly recalling products that
would have been on shelves
for more than a year, the
agency said it believed items
remained in the supply
chain. It did not provide in-
formation on how it reached
that conclusion.

New regulations to revise
the cannabis pesticide test-
ing list were promised in
January but have yet to be
adopted. A draft proposal in
November by the Depart-
ment of Pesticide Regula-
tion would add 10 chemicals
to the screening, and, in re-
sponse to lobbying from
mosquito control districts,
pull two chemicals from the
list.

Those recommendations
would mean California con-
sumers would still have no
protection from 38 pesti-
cides found in testing for
The Times, as well as many
illegal Chinese pesticides
currently showing up on cul-
tivation sites.

The proposed list also did
not include a germicide dis-
covered after a Los Angeles-
area cannabis industry
worker fell ill and sent the
pre-rolls he was smoking to a
testing lab used by the news-
paper. That case under-
scores the difficulty in both
identifying contamination
sources and in linking health
symptoms to those prod-
ucts.

The worker, who asked to
not be named because of
concerns with harassment
in the industry, said he suf-
fered a burning throat and
watering eyes, followed by
severe nausea. Fearing he
suffered something more
than a bout of flu, he sent his
pre-rolls to Anresco Labora-
tories in San Francisco.

Zach Eisenberg, vice
president of the analytical
lab, said the products con-
tained 26.8 ppm of ortho-
phenylphenol, a level so un-
usually high for any pesti-
cide that he called it “dis-
gusting.” 

It is impossible to know
whether the chemical
caused the worker’s symp-
toms.

Ortho-phenylphenol, or
OPP for short, is a carcino-
gen and can cause kidney
damage. Historically it was
used in agriculture as a cor-

ERIC LeBLANC, left, and Laura Powell, inspectors with the state Department of Cannabis Control, look over
logs and manifests from marijuana data vendor Metrc at Huckleberry Hill Farms in Garberville, Calif.

Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

Regulators minimized the
level of contamination 

A METRC TAG on a wasted cannabis plant at
Wendy Kornberg’s Sunnabis Farms in Garberville.

Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

[Cannabis, from A1]

KEVIN DUNN injects a vial of vape to test for pesti-
cides at Anresco Laboratories in San Francisco.

Paul Kuroda For The Times
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rosive soap to keep mold off

stored citrus, but it fell out of

favor a decade ago. The

chemical today is primarily

used as a disinfectant in hos-

pitals, dog kennels and the

like. It is not approved for

use on cannabis.

The brand carrying this

disinfectant was Maven. The

Times found OPP present in

multiple Maven products it

sent to two labs — including

the rolling papers used on

some of those pre-rolls — as

well as in the joints sold by

other brands.

When Maven executives

in September were told of

the test results, they promis-

ed to investigate and share

their findings.

Chief Operating Officer

Mike Corvington in an email

referenced “some surprising

areas where we may have

identified the need for

changes in our post-harvest

materials.”

After that, Corvington

ceased to respond to inquir-

ies. A lawyer for Maven sent

a brief statement asserting

the products complied with

California’s regulations for

testing for 66 listed pesti-

cides.

The Times shared its re-

cent pesticide findings with

26 brands, from the state’s

biggest sellers to small store

brands. Most executives

said they would seek cleaner

distillate for future prod-

ucts. A few said they would

pull tainted products from

stores but not publicize that

action. All were worried

about public disclosure of

contaminants that regula-

tors had never warned them

to watch for.

“The regulated market is

extremely fragile,” said Ron

Gershoni, CEO of Jetty Ex-

tracts. “I worry that discred-

iting the regulated market

will push consumers to the

black market, where prod-

ucts are objectively less safe

for consumers.”

In the long wait for state

action, factions within the

industry are attempting self-

regulation.

San Diego-based Infinite

Chemical Analysis Labs,

which alongside Anresco

provided testing services to

The Times, raced to expand

the number of pesticides it

can test for. Cultivator and

vape manufacturer Raw

Garden and the March and

Ash retail store chain helped

to fund extensive pesticide

testing of the state’s top

brands. Those results were

provided both to the news-

paper and to state regula-

tors. 

Meanwhile, Catalyst re-

tail chain owner Elliot Lewis

built a promotional cam-

paign around setting higher

testing standards. A small

industry consortium in early

December launched a non-

profit to take up the task of

crafting pesticide standards

for more than 200 chemicals.

The Environmental &

Consumer Compliance Or-

ganization, or ECCO, offers

to certify cannabis goods

that undergo expanded test-

ing. Brands awarded the

ECCO label also would be

subject to spot tests of their

products pulled from stores.

Trent Overholt, presi-

dent of cannabis oil manu-

facturer Noble Pacific and

an organizing member of

ECCO, said it will probably

take time to catch on with

consumers.

“If all this becomes is a

prompt for the [Depart-

ment of Cannabis Control]

to go in and just do some

smart pragmatic reform, so

that the legal channel means

clean again, then great,”

Overholt said. “It’s worth

the trouble.”

Though going beyond the

testing limits of regulators,

ECCO’s standards would

still permit pesticides at lev-

els higher than others are

comfortable with.

An Oakland-area deliv-

ery service switched oil sup-

pliers when its owner

learned of low levels of pesti-

cides in the company’s

house vapes.

“I don’t know enough

about this, to risk anybody’s

safety by putting something

out there that even has ... a

small amount of a pesti-

cide,” said Three Trees Pres-

ident Sean Smith.

“I don’t want to be that

person.”

measures ensure far greater

consumer safety than the

unregulated alternative,”

the California Department

of Cannabis Control said in a

prepared statement.

Unregulated products

were more likely to be pesti-

cide-free because they con-

tained artificial forms of

THC — Delta 8, HHC— that

result from processing hemp

through a number of chemi-

cal treatments.

Hemp-derived THC is

much cheaper than the

naturally grown drug, but iit

requires chemical reactions

and acids that create by-

products with unknown

health consequences. “It’s

not a pesticide problem, but

it has other health implica-

tions,” Swider said.

Synthetic or converted

THC was not confined to the

illicit market. The Times

found lab-created canna-

binoids present in vapes

California cannabis regu-

lators and industry defend-

ers argue that despite the

proliferation of pesticides

found in legal weed, licensed

products are still safer and

purer than those sold on the

underground market.

That isn’t always true, ac-

cording to an analysis of

tests conducted by The

Times.

Of 16 cannabis products

bought from unlicensed sell-

ers or tobacco shops, half

contained no quantifiable

levels of pesticides. The pes-

ticide adulteration rate

matched that of products

from California’s legal mar-

ket, which mandates screen-

ing for 66 pesticides but ig-

nores scores of other 

compounds, The Times

found.

The similarity between

legal and illegal products

“doesn’t shock me,” said

Josh Swider, chief executive

and co-founder of Infinite

Chemical Analysis Labs,

which provides cannabis

testing services in California

and Michigan. “Normally,

the illicit market is just buy-

ing from the legal market

brokers. It’s not like there

really are two different mar-

kets ...”

The limited tests offer a

narrow glimpse into the

world of unlicensed stores

and tobacco shops, where

there are no testing require-

ments and little to no infor-

mation available on the

provenance of products.

And the prevalence of coun-

terfeit goods — three prod-

ucts bought in illicit shops

carried the names of legal

brands but were probably

fakes — compounds the risk

to consumers willing to gam-

ble on what they get.

“The legal market’s over-

sight and accountability

sold by four legal brands:

Phat Panda, Circles, Cloud

and Flav. 

These artificial com-

pounds are prohibited in

California’s legal market,

but the state does not screen

for them.

Infinite developed a test

to detect artificial THC, a

tool that could encourage

compliance with regulations

that prohibit the synthetic

compound. Email records

reviewed by The Times show

that California regulators

refused to validate the test,

saying resources are focused

“on verifying methods that

are required by law.”

Michigan regulators,

however, approved the tests,

with three cannabis labs

now offering the service and

three others seeking certifi-

cation. 

Other dangers lurk in the

marketplace.

A Runtz vape sold at an

unlicensed outlet in East

Los Angeles was found to

have been cut with vitamin E

acetate, the test results

showed. Four years ago, vita-

min E acetate, used to dilute

vape cartridges, was

strongly linked to the hospi-

talization of thousands of

vape users and 68 deaths.

The chemical was found in

an illicit product. California

does not screen for it in the

regulated market.

Meanwhile, the heaviest

pesticide loads were found

in legal products. A Back-

pack Boyz vape bought at a

state-licensed store in At-

water, for instance, con-

tained 32 different pesti-

cides. California regulators

in October shut down the

small, state-licensed Van

Nuys operation that had

manufactured it and other

contaminated products sold

on the licensed market.

Backpack Boyz in June

claimed its products con-

taining pesticides were

counterfeits from the illegal

market, even though they

had been bought at Back-

pack Boyz stores. The com-

pany has not responded

since to requests for com-

ment. 

No contact information

could be found for Runtz.

Packaging for the tainted

product carried a state can-

nabis sticker but bore no

state license number or

manufacturer name.

Where unregulated and

licensed products differed

most was in the kinds of pes-

ticides they contained. Il-

legal products most often

carried chemicals on the

state’s 66-chemical screen-

ing list — supporting a com-

mon belief that products

that fail the state test are di-

verted to the illicit market. 

Conversely, licensed

products more commonly

had pesticides for which the

state does not screen. 

A third of state-legal can-

nabis products contained

pymetrozine, which Califor-

nia does not test for.

The carcinogenic insecti-

cide did not show up in a sin-

gle unregulated product.

With cannabis, there’s a fine line
between the legal and the illicit 

A RUNTZ “blueberry razz” vape pen. Another of its
pens, sold in East L.A., contained vitamin E acetate.

Dania Maxwell Los Angeles Times

Regulators argue that
licensed products are
safer and purer, but
some have pesticides.

By Paige St. John

In our series of

occasional

stories, we

explore the

fallout of legal

pot in

California. Scan this code with

your phone to click through a

chart detailing the dozens of toxic

chemicals found in California

cannabis products.
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account is required to join Premier America Credit Union. Membership subject to approval. Federally Insured by NCUA.
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1

OPEN LATE

We are Often Imitated
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Korean
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#24 Galbi Jjim w/Cheese, Premium Beef Rib, avail. Spicy

Come enjoy our meaty Korean Dishes with friends and family!

We Specialize in
Sulung Tang

(Ox Bone soup)
and many other hearty

Korean Soups.

L
3470 W. 6th St., Suite 7

21

L
710 S. Western Ave.

21

Delivered Exclusively by Uber Eats and Postmates

Rowland Heights
18902 A East Gale Ave.

626 581-2233

San Gabriel Valley
927 E. Las Tunas Dr. Suite J

626 286-1234

Visit Our Website
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When Tony Vinciquerra
arrived at Sony Pictures
Entertainment in 2017, it was
far from business as usual.

The Culver City studio
was still reeling from a 2014
cyberattack that exposed
employees’ personal infor-
mation and revealed inter-
nal communications, dam-
aging its reputation and
leading to major financial
losses. Its film studio was in
such a slump that Tokyo
parent company Sony Corp.
took a nearly $1-billion
write-down just months be-
fore Vinciquerra was an-
nounced as the new chief
executive and chairman.

At the time, he was work-
ing at private equity firm
TPG after a long career at
Fox Networks.

“When people ap-
proached me about this job,
I really wasn’t looking to go
back to work full time, be in
the office every day,” said
Vinciquerra, 70. “But what
was really attractive was the
potential.”

Under his leadership,
Sony Pictures mounted a
comeback.

The film studio revital-
ized several franchises, in-
cluding “Jumanji” and “Bad
Boys,” churned out its all-
important “Spider-Man”
movies and started to capi-
talize on its sister PlaySta-
tion video game division by
making film and TV series
based on that intellectual
property. The studio contin-
ued to nurture its key shows
“Jeopardy!” and “Wheel of
Fortune,” weathering host
changes for both. And it
branched out, making ac-
quisitions in the anime
market and in movie
theaters.

But the studio also had
its share of struggles. Like
every studio, Sony’s busi-
ness was hurt by the pan-
demic and last year’s dual
strikes. The company
mounted a failed bid for Pa-
ramount Global earlier this
year. The film studio’s efforts
to expand the “Spider-Man”
universe into movies about
characters other than the
titular superhero have had
middling box office results.

On Jan. 2, Vinciquerra
will step down from his role
and hand control to current
Sony Pictures Chief Op-
erating Officer Ravi Ahuja in
a planned succession that
was signaled for months.

Vinciquerra spoke with
The Times ahead of his last
day to reflect on his more
than seven-year tenure at
Sony Pictures and what’s to
come for him. This conversa-
tion has been edited for clar-
ity and length.

Describe the state of Sony
Pictures when you arrived
in 2017.

The environment of the
studios and the business
was still vibrating from the
hack. There was so much
damage done by that in
terms of invasion of privacy
and sharing of emails. It was
palpable. You could feel it
even in June of ’17 when I
joined.

The financials showed a
lot of room for improve-
ment. The fact that Sony
owned pictures, music,
PlayStation and technology
... there’s no other company
in the business that had
that combination of assets. I

didn’t understand why the
company wasn’t trading IP
back and forth among its
units, and they weren’t
really working together. So I
saw that as a great opportu-
nity; it’s really why I decided
to come here.

What were your main pri-
orities when you started in
the job?

All of our competitor
companies either had
started, or were about to
start, general entertain-
ment streaming services,
and we were under some
pressure to do that as well.
But we realized pretty
quickly that if everybody
else is doing that — all seven
or eight of our competitors
were doing that — why
should we? Knowing that
they would be fighting tooth
and nail to get subscribers,
why wouldn’t we just be the
arms dealer to supply the
weapons for those stream-
ing services to fight each
other and thereby improve
our business?

We also, at the time, had
110 cable networks. And it
was pretty clear that that
business was on the downs-
lope. So we set a strategy to
get out of that business for
the most part, except in
markets where cable net-
works are still doing really
well, which is Latin Ameri-
ca, Spain and India.

Looking back at what’s
happened with all the
streamers, the arms dealer
decision looks pretty pre-
scient now.

It was pretty obvious,
and also the cable network
decision was pretty obvious.
And really, what’s going on
in the business today, most
of the streaming services
will become profitable, but
the cable networks are going
in the wrong direction, and
that’s not going to change.
That’s really the issue for
our colleague companies.

How do you feel about the
future for anime?

We haven’t rolled
Crunchyroll out in the entire
world yet, so we still have
quite a ways to go. The
audience for anime is vio-
lently passionate — violent
in a good way, not violent in
a bad way. They are the
most passionate audience
ever. It’s got a great future.
And unfortunately, others
have noticed now and are
starting to get into the
business. Netflix and Hulu
are starting to get in the
business and raise the cost
of product for us. But, you

know, that comes with
success.

Part of your tenure in-
cluded the strikes, and
you’ve commented before
on how you feel the con-
tract terms from the
unions are increasing costs
and forcing productions
out of the U.S. Do you think
the new California film tax
credit proposal will change
things?

I don’t think the Cali-
fornia change will really
impact [the situation]
because it still doesn’t cover
above-the-line actors, it
doesn’t cover casting, and
it’s still a very difficult proc-
ess to get done in California.

Not only did the union
deals raise costs, but Cali-
fornia raises costs as well,
just the regulations and the
hoops that you have to jump
through to get production
done here. My suggestion
would be, as I’m leaving this
job, is that they take a real
hard look at the program
and the restrictions on the
business and try to figure
that out.

How do you feel about the
performance of the film
studio during your tenure?

We’ve had mostly very,

very good results. Unfortu-
nately, [“Kraven the Hunt-
er”] that we launched last
weekend, and my last film
launch, is probably the
worst launch we had in the
71⁄2 years so that didn’t work
out very well, which I still
don’t understand, because
the film is not a bad film.

But we’ve been very
successful. We’ve beat our
budgets every year I’ve been
here, even through strikes
and COVID, and max bo-
nuses several of the years for
all the employees. It was a
good run, and the film stu-
dio was a big part of it.

Going back to “Kraven the
Hunter,” and Sony had
“Madame Web” earlier this
year, which also under-
performed ...

Let’s just touch on “Mad-
ame Web” for a moment.
“Madame Web” under-
performed in the theaters
because the press just cruci-
fied it. It was not a bad film,
and it did great on Netflix.
For some reason, the press
decided that they didn’t
want us making these films
out of “Kraven” and “Mad-
ame Web,” and the critics
just destroyed them. They
also did it with “Venom,” but
the audience loved “Venom”

and made “Venom” a mas-
sive hit. These are not ter-
rible films. They were just
destroyed by the critics 
in the press, for some rea-
son.

Do you think that the “Spi-
der-Man” universe strate-
gy needs to be rethought?

I do think we need to
rethink it, just because it’s
snake-bitten. If we put
another one out, it’s going to
get destroyed, no matter
how good or bad it is.

How do you feel about the
state of the industry going
into 2025?

There’s a period of asset
readjustment coming. It’s
going to be for the next year
and a half to two. I think it’s
going to be a little bit chaot-
ic. The one thing we do
know for sure is that the
demand for entertainment
is not going down. It’s be-
coming slightly different.
But once all of these compa-
nies get to the point where
they’re stable, they’ll have a
great run ahead of them.

2026 is going to be a great
year in the film business.
And the television business
is still perking along, and
our market share keeps
going up, so we’re very con-

tent there. And then we’re
looking at other businesses.
The film and TV business
are probably not going to be
great growth businesses,
but we’re looking at other
things. We have Crunchy-
roll, we have Alamo Draft-
house and we’re looking at
location-based entertain-
ment projects. I’m pretty
comfortable with where the
company is right now. It’s
very stable, relative to the
rest of the business.

What made Sony inter-
ested in the Alamo Draft-
house deal?

It’s a very different, very
unique concept for viewing a
film. It’s a very small busi-
ness. So we have to grow
into the markets that are
important to domestic box
office.

Alamo, even though it
only has 41 locations, has 4.5
million loyalty program
members, so we have a
built-in way to talk to their
customers. That’s going to
be a very, very big advantage
of it for us in the future. And
secondly, the customer
profile of Alamo Drafthouse
is not terribly dissimilar to
Crunchyroll. So we’ll use it
to promote Crunchyroll,
and we’ll also use it in a lot of
other ways. It was not a big
cash outlay, but the results
of what we’re going to gain
from this by having a view of
our customers’ likes and
dislikes will benefit us
greatly in the long run.

After you step down, you’ll
be moving into an advisor
role for 2025. What does
that role look like?

I’m here to answer ques-
tions, and I’ll be doing some
work with Sony Tokyo, but
I’ll be in a different office,
hidden away so nobody can
find me. I don’t know. We’ll
see how it works out.

What are your plans for the
future?

I don’t know yet. I’ve had
a lot of outreach from pri-
vate equity firms and other
investment-oriented com-
panies. I’m not going to
think about it until after the
holidays. But most likely
[it] will involve some return
to private equity or invest-
ment companies, but not for
sure. 

How would you describe
your legacy at Sony Pic-
tures?

Where I get my psychic
reward is helping people to
do their jobs better and get
better in their careers, and
that’s really how I judge how
well I do. The second part of
that corollary is to leave a
place better than I found it.
And I think I’ve done that
most every place I’ve been
at. I like to fix things and
that’s really how it all comes
together.

I think I’m leaving the
place in a better place, but
time will tell. It feels like it’s
a very stable business, and I
think that’s the legacy.

TOURISTS on the Sony lot in Culver City. Like every studio, its business was hurt by the COVID-19 pandemic and last year’s dual strikes. 
Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

Sony Pictures CEO reflects
on his 7 years at the helm

At the time Tony Vinciquerra came aboard, the film and TV studio
was reeling. But he saw potential and oversaw quite the comeback.

By Samantha Masunaga

SONY PICTURES Entertainment CEO Tony Vinciquerra attends the premiere of “Anyone But You” in New
York in 2023. On Jan. 2, he will step down and hand control to current Chief Operating Officer Ravi Ahuja.

Evan Agostini Invision/Associated Press
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A big shopping deadline
is drawing near for some
people, and it has nothing to
do with the holidays.

Millions of people use
flexible spending accounts
to help pay for healthcare,
and some may lose money
left in those accounts if they
don’t spend it by year’s end. 

There are many ways to
spend that use-it-or-lose-it
balance — think shopping
spree at the local drugstore
— but it’s important to
understand FSA rules be-
forehand. 

Here are some things to
consider.

What are flexible
spending accounts?

FSAs let you set aside
money from your paycheck
before taxes to cover a wide
range of medical expenses
like copays, deductibles,
eyeglasses and other sup-
plies. 

They are set up through
your employer, and individu-
als can set aside up to $3,300
in these accounts.

Figuring out the right
amount to set aside can be
tricky because it involves
forecasting how much care
you might need. And you
have to use the money by a

certain point or you lose it. 

What are the
deadlines?

They can vary by employ-
er or plan administrator. In
some cases, you may have to
spend the money by Dec. 31
or you will lose it.

But many plans offer a
grace period in the new year
to let people use their re-
maining funds or they allow
participants to carry over
some of the leftover balance.

“Make sure you under-
stand the clock and the
rules,” said David Feinberg
of Justworks, a technology
company that helps small
businesses with benefits.

There are limits. The
IRS, for instance, limits the
balance carried over to $660
for 2025. Any amounts over
that could be lost if they are
still in your account by the
plan deadline.

How can I spend 
my FSA balance?

Think of medical ex-
penses not covered by insur-
ance.

The IRS keeps a huge list
of eligible expenses for both
FSAs and health savings ac-
counts. But companies can
limit the expenses they’ll re-
imburse, so employees
should check with their em-
ployers.

Eligible expenses can in-
clude travel costs to the doc-
tor’s office, eyeglasses,
bandages, sunscreen, con-
doms and tampons.

FSA dollars may even be

used to cover things like gym
memberships or electric
massagers if you have a doc-
tor’s note stating that they
are medically necessary.

But they don’t cover
things like health insurance
premiums or certain cos-
metic procedures like teeth
whitening.

Do you have any receipts
from healthcare you could
submit, like the copayment
for a doctor’s office visit?
That would qualify.

Some plan administra-
tors watch for stockpiling.
Don’t buy a crate of aspirin
to use up your balance. Limit
purchases to about a year’s
supply.

Items can be bought in
stores or online. 

What is an HSA?
How does it differ?

Health savings accounts,
or HSAs, also allow you to
set aside money before
taxes. The difference is that
you won’t lose the balance,
you can keep the account if
you leave your job, and some
plans let you invest the mon-
ey.

HSAs can only be paired
with high-deductible insur-
ance plans. Account holders

can contribute several thou-
sand dollars each year, de-
pending on the type of cov-
erage they have. 

FSAs work with more
types of coverage. And the

help they offer can be more
immediate. 

The money you decide to
set aside over the course of
the year is available right
away.

That can help people fac-
ing a big medical expense
like a surgery at the start of a
year, said Nicky Brown of
Health Equity, which man-
ages about 3 million FSAs.

PERSONAL FINANCE

For some FSA dollars, it’s
use it or lose it at year’s end

Some tips on what to
do if there is a balance
left in your flexible
spending account. 

associated press

THE IRS has a list of eligible expenses for FSAs and health savings accounts. But
companies can limit the expenses they’ll reimburse, so check with an employer.

Wilfredo Lee Associated Press

Dear Liz: I am out of work
and taking a pause on my
job search. Although I have
plenty of savings in a diversi-
fied portfolio, enough to last
many years if needed, my
adjusted gross income is
small (mostly capital gains
from gradual sales of as-
sets). I think I qualify for
low-income assistance
programs for utility bills and
healthcare subsidies, but
I’m reluctant to apply. These
programs are supposed to
be for people in need, and it
doesn’t feel right for me to
participate. Are there legal
reasons why a high-wealth/
low-income household can’t
apply for assistance? Is it
ethical?

Answer: If you meet the
income requirements for a
program — and there are no
asset limits that would rule
out your participation —
then there’s no legal reason
for you not to participate.

If the program’s re-
sources are finite, though,
you might well feel an ethical
qualm about taking assist-
ance that someone else
needs more.

However, there’s no
reason to pass up the tax
credits that help reduce the
cost of health insurance
purchased through Afford-
able Care Act exchanges.
The program was deliber-
ately designed so that most
Americans, not just those in
the greatest need, could get
help paying their health
insurance premiums.

Consider more than
taxes after windfall
Dear Liz: After selling my
house and downsizing at age
84, I am cash rich for the first
time in my life. My goal now
is not so much to grow the
money substantially, but to
avoid paying taxes on my
investments, as I would have
to do with certificates of
deposit. Are tax-free munici-
pal bonds my best option? 

Answer: If you’re in a high
tax bracket — roughly 32%

or higher — the lower inter-
est rates paid on municipal
bonds can still give you a
good-enough return to
make buying them worth-
while. If you’re in a low tax
bracket, the math doesn’t
work so well.

Also, municipal bonds
aren’t covered by FDIC
insurance the way a certifi-
cate of deposit would be.
Investing in bonds involves
some risk. The chances of
default are minimal if you
choose highly rated bonds,
but your bonds could lose
value if interest rates rise.

Consider using some of
your cash to consult a fee-
only fiduciary planner who
can help you figure out a
strategy that reflects all as-
pects of your financial situa-

tion, not just your tax bill.

Contract workers
and tax payments
Dear Liz: My recently grad-
uated child got a job and he
will be given a 1099 tax form
for his earnings. I know he
will have to file his taxes
differently and will need to
pay both state and federal
income taxes, but will he
also make payments toward
Social Security? Will these
months (and maybe years)
go toward his lifetime “cred-
its” of paying into Social
Security?

Answer: The company is
paying your son as an inde-
pendent contractor rather
than as an employee. That

means he will need to file his
taxes as someone who is
self-employed. So yes, he’ll
be paying into Social Securi-
ty — and he’ll be doing so at
twice the rate of employees
who receive W2s.

Normally, Social Security
and Medicare taxes are split
between employees and
employers. Both pay 7.65%
of the employee’s wages, for
a total of 15.3%. Self-em-
ployed workers must pay
both halves.

Your son won’t have
taxes withheld from his
earnings, so he’ll probably
need to make quarterly
estimated tax payments to
avoid penalties. A tax pro
can help him set up these
payments and suggest
legitimate expenses he can

use to reduce his tax bill.

Further clarity on
proprietary funds
Dear Liz: Your recent col-
umn about proprietary
funds confused me. You
mentioned that selling
these funds can trigger capi-
tal gains tax. Is it not true
we can move investments
directly from one money
manager to another and not
take a capital gain as long as
the funds remain invested?

Answer: If you can move a
fund from one investment
company to another, then it
likely is not a proprietary
fund. For example, Schwab,
Fidelity, Vanguard and
many other firms create

funds that bear their names,
but these investments can
be bought and sold at other
brokerages.

Proprietary funds, by
contrast, typically lock
customers into investments
that can’t be transferred to
another firm. To get your
money out, you have to sell
the fund, which can trigger a
tax bill. This is a significant
downside and one investors
should understand before
committing their money to
this type of fund.

Liz Weston, Certified Finan-
cial Planner®, is a personal
finance columnist. Ques-
tions may be sent to her at
3940 Laurel Canyon, No. 238,
Studio City, CA 91604, or
through asklizweston.com.

MONEY TALK

When is it unethical to accept public assistance?
By Liz Weston

HAVING a large nest egg doesn’t necessarily mean you can’t get assistance when unemployed. Whether you should is a separate question.
Lazy_Bear Stock.Adobe.com
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P
resident-elect Donald

Trump’s transition team

is planning to eliminate a

$7,500 electric vehicle tax

credit that helps consum-

ers afford clean cars while support-

ing the U.S. auto industry.

Combined with his pledge to

roll back vehicle emissions stand-

ards that require automakers to

sell more electric vehicles, ending

the credit would be a big step back-

ward for clean air, the climate, con-

sumers, manufacturing employ-

ment and the U.S. economy.

Here are five reasons why the

EV tax credit is worth keeping, and

why scrapping it would be a coun-

terproductive mistake.

Ending the EV tax credit will raise

consumer costs.

EVs are growing in popularity

worldwide, but most Americans

need help affording plug-in vehi-

cles because they still cost more, on

average, than their gas-fueled

counterparts. That’s the whole

idea behind the tax credit, which

allows consumers to claim up to

$7,500 to offset the purchase price. 

The policy is working, making

EVs more affordable and competi-

tive with gas-fueled models, espe-

cially accounting for the many

thousands of dollars EV owners

save over the lifetime of their vehi-

cles from lower fuel and mainte-

nance costs.

President Biden expanded the

program by adding a $4,000 tax

credit for the purchase of a used

electric vehicle. Since Jan. 1, buyers

have also been able to claim the

credit at the time of sale and use it

toward their purchase instead of

waiting until they file their taxes.

Consumers saved over $600 million

in just the first three months of the

year, an average of $6,900 per vehi-

cle, according to the Treasury De-

partment. Electric cars shouldn’t

be a luxury available only to the

wealthy. Keeping the tax credit in

place will help these clean, low-

maintenance vehicles get within

reach of more American families.

Tax incentives are a bipartisan

solution.

Presidents of both parties have

for nearly two decades supported

federal incentives for cleaner vehi-

cles. The tax credit was estab-

lished in 2005 under George W.

Bush as a $3,400 incentive to help

offset the purchase of a fuel-effi-

cient hybrid vehicle. In 2008 Bush

signed legislation that applied it to

plug-in vehicles and expanded the

credit to up to $7,500.

The credit continued under

President Obama and President

Trump’s first term, during which it

grew in popularity every year, sav-

ing consumers and businesses

about $5 billion. The credit got a

major expansion with the Inflation

Reduction Act in 2022, and con-

tinuing it will save consumers mon-

ey while helping support good-pay-

ing American auto industry jobs.

The EV credit supports American

jobs.

The auto industry is a corner-

stone of the U.S. economy, provid-

ing more than 1 million jobs, and its

strength is increasingly dependent

on its success in making the global

transition from its gas-fueled past

to an electric-powered future.

The U.S. auto industry wants to

keep the consumer EV tax credit,

and automakers don’t want the in-

coming Trump administration to

scrap federal rules requiring them

to sell more EVs. They have under-

standably cited the need for stabil-

ity and predictability for the indus-

try, as well as a desire to remain

competitive and recoup hundreds

of billions of investment in the

transition to EVs.

Ending the EV tax credit would

also hurt American manufactur-

ing. When the credit was expanded

under the Inflation Reduction Act,

new rules were also added to re-

strict eligibility to vehicles that are

assembled in North America and

meet other restrictions on the

sourcing of battery parts and cru-

cial minerals. The aim was to en-

courage domestic production and

reduce the supply chain’s depend-

ence on China. This is no time to

halt policies that give American

workers a shot at a better future.

Ending the credit hurts America’s

competitiveness.

Electric vehicles are the future,

and that is a reality U.S. automak-

ers are planning for and making

huge investments in, including

more than $100 billion in new elec-

tric vehicle factories and battery

plants. But China and other com-

petitors are pouring far more re-

sources into that transition. Au-

tomakers, including Ford and Gen-

eral Motors, have set clear goals to

phase out gas-fueled cars and tran-

sition to all-electric fleets. But end-

ing the policies that support that

transition will only cede ground to

China, Europe and other rivals.

Trump’s richest supporter and

associate, Elon Musk, has voiced

support for ending the EV tax cred-

its, despite owning Tesla, because

while it might hurt his business, it

would hurt his competitors more.

But our nation’s economic future

depends on a healthy, robust mar-

ket for American-made EVs, with

diverse offerings at affordable

price points. It would be unwise to

undermine that. 

A less competitive U.S. electric

vehicle sector will also make the

country more dependent on for-

eign oil. Oil companies, which sup-

ported Trump’s reelection (he ad-

vanced a pro-fossil-fuel agenda

during his first term), would be the

primary beneficiaries of rolling

back pro-EV policies, keeping con-

sumers tied to Big Oil and captive

to their volatile gas prices.

We need EVs to fight global warm-

ing.

The most important reason for

keeping the tax credit, of course, is

that it helps the transition to pollu-

tion-free vehicles. Transportation

is the nation’s largest source of

planet-warming pollution, and we

can’t effectively fight climate

change without slashing emissions

that are causing storms, wildfires,

heat waves and droughts to wors-

en.

Even Trump — who has dis-

missed global warming as a “hoax”

and attacked EVs by stoking base-

less consumer fears during his

campaign — should be able to see

that the future is electric and that

American businesses, consumers

and workers can either stake out a

place in that future or be left be-

hind. 

PLUG-IN VEHICLES come and go at a Tesla Supercharger location in Santa Monica.
Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times

Five reasons to keep the tax
credit for electric vehicles

Great photo of the e-bike

rider as he “zooms” across

the plaza at the Hermosa

Beach Pier.

As a regular cyclist on

the bike and pedestrian

path in this photo, I know

that this stretch is clearly

marked at both ends with

signs and flashing lights

clearly stating that every-

one must walk their bikes. It

is the same at the Manhat-

tan Beach Pier. The Her-

mosa Beach plaza is full of

people of all ages, and riding

even traditional bikes is

dangerous.

The problem is that

there is no enforcement. On

one or two weekends a year

when there is a special

event, there will be a “moni-

tor” who tells riders to walk

their bikes, but I’ve seen

most riders just keep ped-

aling away. 

The second photo in your

story shows people walking

their bikes alongside some-

one who is ignoring the

signs.

Manhattan Beach and

Hermosa Beach both have

their own police depart-

ments, but I never see them

enforce the rules. Isn’t safe-

ty on their bike paths and

piers part of public safety in

their jurisdictions? The

riders in your photos need

to be identified and tick-

eted.

Becoming an e-bike rider

is in my near future, as age

and knee surgeries have

made riding very difficult. I

hope a full ban on e-bikes on

the paths from Torrance to

Will Rogers State Beach

won’t keep me off the paths.

Then again, there is no

enforcement, so riders like

me should be fine, just as

the rider in your photo

apparently was.

Brad Orrico

Los Angeles

::

Have we not learned

anything from the wide-

spread fraud during the

many government hand-

outs throughout the

COVID-19 pandemic?

With enough money

available for only 1,500

vouchers of up to $2,000

apiece, wouldn’t it make

more sense to work with

agencies who currently

work with low-income indi-

viduals? They can make

sure that the vouchers go to

the appropriate people.

Without a controlled

distribution of these vouch-

ers, I fear that we will soon

see e-bikes for sale on every

corner.

Jody Liss

Valencia

::

One of your photos

shows a section of the bike

path in Hermosa Beach.

The reason most riders are

seen walking their bikes is

that this particular section

requires people to do so. 

One rider is violating the

the rule and looks mighty

proud and arrogant about

it. And, he is on the wrong

side of the path.

Doug Leighton

Valley Village

What California
businesses want
Re “Where did California’s

great jobs and boom times

go?” Opinion, Dec. 26

I doubt the Chapman

University researchers

whose gloomy report on the

California economy Joel

Kotkin writes about in an

op-ed article have spent

much time on our blue-

collar streets or talking to

the business owners there.

They might be told if you

can’t find a job (or start a

business like a food truck)

in California, you can’t do it

anywhere.

The small manufactur-

ers for which I worked and

sold goods for 40 years in

Southern California didn’t

whine about regulations or

social issues. They were

more worried about raw

material prices and delivery

and how to grow their busi-

nesses. They didn’t have

federal subsidies like Tesla,

nor did they fret about

shareholder battles over

fattening quarterly profits

as Boeing and others who

largely left California have.

The Chapman literati

should climb down from

their heights and pick up

some of their trash as they

go.

Drew Irby

Lincoln, Calif.

::

Did this article really

state, “Over the last decade

... the average annual pay for

those government jobs was

almost double that of pri-

vate sector jobs”?

This sounds horribly

unfair to the average tax-

paying private-sector

worker. Sounds like some-

thing The Times might

want to investigate.

Chris Hordan

Hermosa Beach

A message of
powerlessness
Re “Why Christmas isn’t for

kids,” Opinion, Dec. 25

Reading Bonnie Kris-

tian’s Christmas Day piece

about ending war, illness

and cruelty, I was struck by

the impotence that Christi-

anity instills in some of its

followers. The message of

Christmas seems to be that

God will save us, and yet

here we are, more than 2,024

years later, with war, illness

and cruelty still plaguing us.

At the other end of this

spectrum of belief, for exam-

ple, is the highest teaching

of Buddhism — that all

people possess within them

infinite potential for good.

And, since almost all our

problems are created by us,

the power to solve them lies

within us. We don’t need to

look to an outside power or

force.

That’s where Buddhist

practice comes in. In con-

temporary terms, we could

call this practice “human

revolution.” We need to

change ourselves on a fun-

damental level, gain mas-

tery over our more base

instincts and cultivate our

nobler qualities.

Then, we ordinary hu-

mans can bring about a

peaceful and compassion-

ate world.

David Tempest

Mar Vista

ER treatment for
the rest of us
Re “Clinton out of hospital

after treatment for flu,” Dec.

25

I was happy to read that

former President Clinton

was released from the hos-

pital recently and is recover-

ing from the flu. 

However, on the day this

article on Clinton was pub-

lished — Christmas Day — I

found my thoughts turning

to the probable thousands

of people waiting in fear and

pain in emergency rooms

throughout the country. 

When can all Americans

expect the compassion and

expertise given to those we

elect to represent us?

Elizabeth Alexander

Ojai

A CYCLIST on an electric bike rides in Hermosa Beach. A new state program for
e-bike vouchers was overwhelmed minutes after applications became available.

Mel Melcon Los Angeles Times

Brace for impact?
Re “Charged-up applicants overwhelm e-bike site,” Dec. 24 

I
t is certainly a noble idea to have more cyclists on electric bikes out there to reduce

car traffic and emissions. 

But the growing e-bike population in parts of Los Angeles threatens the safety of

pedestrians and cyclists (those using only human pedal power) along our coastal cycling

paths. 

I’ve seen e-bikers in multitudes speed 20 mph to 30 mph without care or caution. Get

ready for many more accidents and serious injuries unless strict enforcement is put in

place, which is severely lacking today.

Ted Lux, Playa del Rey

LETTERS
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T
he federal tax credit
for electric vehicle
purchases has far
outlived its purpose
and now stands as a

glaring example of government
overreach and economic inequity.

Originally introduced in 2008 to
stimulate a fledgling market, and
then renewed and expanded in
2022 as part of the Inflation Re-
duction Act, this credit remains
what it has been from the start: an
ineffective subsidy primarily ben-
efiting the wealthy. Congress
should end it.

On the fiscal side, we face a
$2-trillion budget deficit, and it’s
growing. According to the Treas-
ury, the credits for electric vehicles
in the Inflation Reduction Act,
which can be up to $7,500 on cer-
tain new EVs and up to $4,000 on
certain previously owned EVs,
represent $112 billion in lost reve-
nue. But based on the last few
years, there are reasons to believe
the cost will be much higher.

In addition, the EV credits are
part of an industrial policy pack-
age of energy tax credits, man-
dates and “buy American” require-
ments under the IRA that will cost
more than $1 trillion over 10 years,
deepening the deficit hole we find
ourselves in.

Beyond the price tag that bur-
dens taxpayers, the credit is unfair
to the vast majority, who — being
less well off than EV purchasers —
drive relatively affordable gaso-
line-powered vehicles and do not
reap any financial benefit from the
credit. Studies repeatedly show
that most of these credits go to

higher-income individuals, mak-
ing the credit a tax cut for the rich.
For instance, the Congressional
Research Service study noted:
“For vehicles purchased in 2021,
taxpayers with adjusted gross
income (AGI) greater than
$100,000 represented 22% of all
filers and received 84% of the
credit benefits.”

The IRA tax credit’s income
limit ($150,000 for single filers,
$300,000 for joint filers) and re-
fundability may tilt some benefits
to low-income taxpayers. Howev-
er, EVs have higher purchase
prices than comparable gas vehi-
cles, even with tax credits, and
installing home charging equip-
ment is easier for homeowners,
who tend to have higher incomes,
versus renters. As a result, EV tax
credits will probably remain a
higher-income taxpayer boondog-
gle.

In fact, a recent study by five
economists finds “that 75% of the
EV subsidies claimed under the
IRA have gone to consumers who
would have bought an electric
vehicle anyway.” According to
their calculation, each car sold due
to the incentive (roughly 25% of
the total number of vehicles sold)
came at a cost to taxpayers of
$32,000. 

The credit’s inability to attract
those who would prefer to pur-
chase a gas vehicle is a clear sign of
its failure, which explains the need
to impose even more authoritarian
measures like EV-related man-
dates.

Making matters worse is the
fact that in recent months, the
sales of EVs have stalled. Despite
the taxpayers’ help, sales remain
stuck at 7% of the market, strongly
suggesting that while tax credits
may change the timing of electric
vehicle purchases, they are not
increasing the demand.

To those who believe that the
cost and disparity in our tax code
are worthwhile because we must
fight climate change, I have news

for you.
First, the environmental ben-

efits of the credit are unclear. EVs
are not emission-free when consid-
ering the carbon footprint of bat-
tery production and electricity
generation. Also, EVs primarily
replace the purchase of newer gas
vehicles, which pollute less than
the older vehicles that remain on
the road. Combined with the fact
that many tax-credit recipients
would have purchased an EV
anyway, it’s unlikely that there’s
much environmental bang for the
buck.

The cost of the government
picking winners compounds this
problem. There is little reason to
believe that the technological path
that government officials happen
to prefer is the optimum one —
and the danger is that tax credits
are creating market distortions
that crowd out better solutions.

By artificially propping up EV
manufacturers and steering con-
sumers toward one specific tech-
nology, other — perhaps better —
technologies can be thwarted.
Hybrids, plug-in hybrids, hydro-
gen fuel cell cars, alternative fuels
or other emerging innovations are
penalized despite their important
role in addressing environmental
and energy challenges. Each de-
serves equal footing to determine
which can deliver more effective
environmental benefits, lower
costs or both.

Yet, instead of fostering open

competition and letting the best
solutions reveal themselves or
allowing different technologies to
serve different customer needs,
the tax credit creates winners and
losers based on political priorities.

Finally, the tax credits were
initially sold by congressional
sponsors as a means “to help get
these products over the initial
stage of production … to the mass
production stage, where econo-
mies of scale will drive costs down
and the credit will no longer be
necessary.” We’ve already passed
that stage.

While still small, the EV market
has matured and no longer needs
these crutches. Even Elon Musk,
the chief executive of Tesla Motors
— the leader in U.S. EV sales with 2
out of 3 cars sold and the biggest
beneficiary of the credits — says
that it should end. Writing in the
Wall Street Journal, Toyota’s Jack
Hollis also called for the end of
expensive and inefficient tax
credits.

It’s high time this policy goes
away. The federal EV tax credit is
an inefficient, regressive program
that benefits the wealthy at the
expense of average Americans.
Eliminating it would restore fair-
ness, reduce government interfer-
ence in the market and, through
genuine competition, better allow
resources to go toward initiatives
that enable as many people as
possible to purchase cleaner vehi-
cles.

There are far more effective
ways to design policies to address
climate change. The best is to
unleash capital to fund as many
green and innovative projects as
possible by reducing taxes on
capital gains and renewing the
ability to immediately deduct 100%
of capital investments. 

Projects like solar farms, wind
turbines and grid infrastructure
require massive upfront capital
investments. Without full ex-
pensing, these costs must be de-
preciated over many years, reduc-
ing the present value of tax ben-
efits. In addition, better cash flows
in the early years make it easier to
secure financing. 

There is also a timing issue.
The clean energy transition re-
quires rapid deployment of new
technologies. Full expensing en-
courages companies to accelerate
investments rather than delay
them. 

The federal government also
should lift the permitting barriers
that bureaucrats have erected
that make building and innovating
harder than they should be.

Subsidizing high-end car buy-
ers is a poor strategy for achieving
meaningful environmental prog-
ress. But we know how to do bet-
ter.

Veronique de Rugy is a senior
research fellow at the Mercatus
Center at George Mason
University.

The case for killing
the tax credit for
electric vehicles

GOVERNMENT INCENTIVES to buy vehicles like these could be stifling better alternatives.
Ben Margot Associated Press

It’s ineffective at shaping
behavior, and it primarily
benefits the wealthy while
adding to the deficit. 

By Veronique de Rugy

W
alking along

the Colorado
River behind the
old factories on
the east side of

Austin, Texas, you might forget
that you are in one of the fastest-
growing cities in America. The ri-
parian corridor below downtown is
a rare zone of urban biodiversity.
Herons and egrets fish the spill-
way. Owls, coyotes, hawks, deer
and even ringtail cats thrive in the
surrounding woods, within
earshot of the tollway and the air-
port flight path. As Texas’ long hot
summers cool into fall, the ospreys
begin to arrive, and come winter
there are bald eagles.

It’s reassuring to witness so
much wild nature inside a major
city. But it also fills you with a sense
of anticipatory loss, if you know
how threatened it is by devel-
opment pressure — from the
nearby pecan groves being cleared
out to make room for new apart-
ments and offices to the massive
Tesla gigafactory recently built
downriver. When the choice is be-
tween more housing and jobs for
humans and space for other
species, the humans always win.
Maybe that’s as it should be. But
what if it didn’t have to be a zero-
sum game?

On a shrinking planet, habitat
has become increasingly scarce for
us and our nonhuman neighbors.
In the U.S., affordable housing has
escalated from a local problem to a
major national one, as median
prices have increased by nearly
50% since 2020, rising twice as fast
as wages, and homelessness has
reached record levels. Political
leaders are talking about opening
public lands for new housing. Less
airtime is given to the stark tally of
the biodiversity crisis: The World
Wildlife Fund recently estimated
that the wildlife population of the
planet has plummeted 73% since
1970. The connections between
these two crises are rarely exam-
ined.

Increasing the supply of human
housing does not always deplete
wildlife habitat. Indeed, the con-
centration of the human popula-
tion in urban areas is an important
strategy to combat habitat loss.
But the linkage between our own
development and our devouring of
the world is inescapable. The ap-
petites of growing and ever-more
affluent human populations drive
an almost insatiable need to pro-
duce more food and essential com-
modities, and a powerful incentive

to turn more undeveloped territory
into cropland, pasture and timber-
land. The connection between ur-
ban consumption and habitat de-
struction seems evident in the
hemispheric distribution of wild-
life population loss — 39% in the
U.S. and Canada, but an astonish-
ing 95% in Latin America — when
you know which way the supply
chains go.

Our capacity for myopia when it
comes to the trade-offs between
our lives and nonhuman life is pro-
found. It’s embedded in language,
in the way we refer to undeveloped
lands as “empty,” “vacant” or even
“waste.” It’s also baked into our le-
gal and economic systems, which
have few tools to value nature ex-
cept as something humans own or
consume. In part this reflects the
more abundant world we evolved
in, as bipedal hunters and foragers
who walked out of Africa. That his-
tory of seemingly unlimited re-
sources, made even more abun-

dant through our control of fire
and the reproduction of the plants
and animals that feed us, has al-
lowed us to ignore how reliant we
are for our health and prosperity
on the natural ecology that sur-
rounds us. Living our lives in cities
segregated from nature doesn’t
help.

There are signs we are devel-
oping new ways to recognize and
address this dangerous imbalance.
The emerging field of ecosystem
services looks at the contributions
of wild nature to human welfare
through an economic prism, show-
ing how, for example, the loss of
predators, such as wolves, and
scavengers, such as vultures, can
be directly tied to a corresponding
loss of human life and property
those animals would have pre-
vented by depleting the population
of deer and cattle that might other-
wise meet their deaths in automo-
bile accidents or spread disease
from their uneaten carcasses. 

General awareness of the biodi-
versity crisis is spreading, in part
through the changes we can see
around us, especially those of us
who have lived long enough to won-
der why there are so many fewer
bugs in the summer than when we
were kids. And in some corners,
meaningful action is being taken to
link biodiversity health with hu-
man development, for the benefit
of both.

In early 2024, England rolled out
its final rules implementing a na-
tional requirement that new devel-
opment of significant size demon-
strate, after completion of the proj-
ect, a 10% net gain in biodiversity
on the site or in off-site projects.
That such an encumbrance on
property rights could be imposed
by the then-Conservative govern-
ment may reflect a uniquely
British yearning for the green
country of memory, but it’s a prom-
ising indicator of the change that’s
possible.

We have fragments of similar
policy in this country, as with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
wetlands programs, and many suc-
cessful efforts to rewild blighted
corners of our cities, from the
Fresh Kills landfill in Staten Island
to the Ballona Wetlands in West
L.A. If we coupled our need for new
housing with a genuine effort to
share our habitat with other life, we
would quickly see how much of the
natural character of the land where
we build could be restored through
modest investments and simple
strategies. Nature is good at heal-
ing itself, when we give it room to
do so.

Here in Texas, as in much of the
country, the erasure of native life is
relatively recent. Agriculture and
ranching really only arrived in the
1820s, and while 99% of the black-
land prairie that once ran from
Dallas to San Antonio has since
gone under plow or pavement, ev-
ery spring its remnants still pop up
in the margins. 

Texas communities spar con-
stantly over the need to make room
for humans and the need to protect
wild nature. After the pandemic
lockdown’s “nature is healing” re-
awakening, cities like Austin began
taking steps to harness economic
growth as an engine for rewilding
the future. The balance may still be
off, as with green urban creeks can-
yoned by new luxury high-rises
that pay for them, or the restored
riparian zone tucked behind the
monolithic Tesla plant, but it’s a
promising start that gives us a
glimpse of the more profound re-
sults mandated biodiversity goals
like England’s could deliver.

On the global scale, projects like
Munich’s restoration of the Isar
River and Seoul’s daylighting of
Cheongyecheon creek show the re-
vitalizing potential of rewilding in
the heart of great cities. By cou-
pling the development with en-
hanced standards for its ecological
impact, we can address the hous-
ing and biodiversity crises at the
same time, providing habitat for
all. And by experiencing the rich-
ness of life in more biodiverse envi-
ronments ourselves, you can bet
we would learn to be better stew-
ards of our planetary future — and
happier ones.

Christopher Brown is a novelist,
a lawyer and the author of “A
Natural History of Empty Lots:
Field Notes from Urban
Edgelands, Back Alleys, and
Other Wild Places.”

BALLONA WETLANDS, north of LAX, is a still-rewilding remnant of California coastal marshes. 
Christina House Los Angeles Times

Housing and biodiversity can
coexist even in a crowded future

In California, Texas and around the globe, habitat is increasingly scarce
for humans and nonhumans. It doesn’t have to be a zero-sum game

By Christopher Brown
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Y
ou might have heard of
Lise Meitner. A native of
Austria, she was the first
woman to become a full
professor of physics in

Germany. She also helped discover
nuclear fission. Yet the 1944 Nobel
Prize for Chemistry for that accom-
plishment went solely to her long-
time collaborator, Otto Hahn.

Meitner battled misogyny and
sexism at every stage of her illustri-
ous career. But growing anti-
semitism and the 1933 Nazi takeover
of Germany were an even higher-
order problem. Although she was a
convert to Lutheranism, her Jewish
heritage endangered her. With the
help of friends, Meitner was able to
flee in 1938 to neutral Sweden, where
she was safe but scientifically iso-
lated. “I can never discuss my ex-
periments with anyone who under-
stands them,” she wrote to fellow
physicist Hedwig Kohn.

In “Sisters in Science,” Olivia
Campbell tells the intertwined
stories of Meitner and three other
notable, but lesser known, women
physicists from Germany: Kohn,
Hertha Sponer and Hildegard
Stücklen. Only Kohn was Jewish,
but the Third Reich’s hostility to
women academics cost the other
two jobs as well.

All three eventually made it to
the United States, where they pur-
sued their careers and continued to
support one another (and Meitner
too). Kohn, the last to escape, didn’t
make it out of Europe until 1940. She
endured two months of arduous
travel through the Soviet Union and
Japan and across the Pacific Ocean,
barely surviving the ordeal.

Theirs is an inspiring tale, and
well worth telling — all the more so
because, as Campbell notes in her
dedication, so many other women
academics were murdered by the
Nazis. “Their absence haunts this
book; the rippling impact of their

loss affects us all,” she writes.
But its intrinsic interest notwith-

standing, “Sisters in Science” is a
sometimes frustrating read. Part of
the problem is its ambitious scope.
Group biography is a tricky genre.
Campbell has to meld four narrative
arcs: parallel at times, overlapping
at others, but also divergent. A more
elegant stylist, or a true adept of
narrative nonfiction, might have
managed to integrate these stories
more seamlessly. It doesn’t help that
Campbell refers to her protagonists
by their first names — and three of
the four begin with the letter “H.”

Explaining the physics to a lay
audience is another challenge, per-
haps an insuperable one. Campbell
attempts it only nominally. The idea
of fission, the splitting of atomic
nuclei and resulting production of
vast amounts of energy, is more or
less intelligible. But the accomplish-
ments of the other three physicists,
who worked in spectroscopy, optics
and astrophysics, are harder to
grasp.

The book also would have ben-
efited from better copy editing and
fact-checking. Whatever her bona
fides as a science journalist, Camp-
bell is not at home in Holocaust
history. One example: Campbell
locates Dachau, the Nazis’ first
concentration camp, in Oranien-
burg, a suburb of Berlin. Dachau

opened in1933 in the town of
Dachau, near Munich. Oranienburg
was actually the site of another
eponymous camp and then, in 1936,
Sachsenhausen.

There are other errors and infe-
licities. Campbell continually refers
to Kristallnacht, the November 1938
Nazi pogrom, as “the Kristallnacht.”
A more serious lapse is her anachro-
nistic suggestion that, in 1938, Meit-
ner feared being deported to a
“death camp.” Camps such as
Dachau and Sachsenhausen were
brutal, often murderous places, but
in the 1930s, they mostly housed
Nazi political opponents (some of
them Jewish). Jews were not yet
being deported from Germany, and
the six death camps dedicated to
their extermination — places such
as Sobibor, Treblinka and
Auschwitz-Birkenau, all in Poland —
did not become operational until the
early 1940s.

It is also somewhat crude, and
arguably inaccurate, to say that
Kristallnacht “exposed the Nazis’
true agenda for the Jewish people:
they wanted them all dead.” Despite
the growing virulence of anti-Jewish
persecution, that goal was not yet
clear, and not yet official policy. In
fact, though some were killed, most
of the 30,000 or so Jewish men
rounded up and taken to concentra-
tion camps during Kristallnacht

were released on the condition that
they emigrate.

Presumably Campbell is on
firmer ground elsewhere — in not-
ing, for instance, the difficulties that
women scientists faced in Germany,
including fights for pay, lab space
and recognition; and in emphasizing
the ways that they, and a few sympa-
thetic male colleagues, helped one
another endure, flourish and even-
tually escape.

When she first became Hahn’s
assistant in Berlin, for example,
Meitner was exiled from the main
lab and stuck in a basement work-
shop with no nearby restroom. She
ultimately rose to head the physics
department at Berlin’s Kaiser Wil-
helm Institute for Chemistry, a post
she retained even after her Nazi-era
dismissal from the University of
Berlin.

Some male scientists were dead
set against women. Others, such as
Max Planck, welcomed collabora-
tion from only the most exceptional
of their female peers. One heroic
supporter of women in science was
the Nobel laureate James Franck. A
German Jew, he resigned his post at
the University of Göttingen before
he could be fired, emigrated to the
United States via Denmark, and was
later instrumental in aiding col-
leagues, including women, who
remained behind.

Franck and Sponer, his onetime
assistant, were especially close —
both friends and scientific collabo-
rators. After a stint at the University
of Oslo, Sponer accepted a position
at North Carolina’s Duke University
in 1936 and began working with
Edward Teller, the eventual creator
of the hydrogen bomb, “on the vibra-
tional excitation of polyatomic
molecules by electron collisions.”

Only after Franck’s wife died in
1942 did his long-germinating ro-
mance with Sponer come to fruition.
He remained at the University of
Chicago, and she at Duke. But in
1946, they married, and in Camp-
bell’s sympathetic telling, experi-
enced true happiness amid the
sorrows around them.

Julia M. Klein is a cultural reporter
and critic in Philadelphia. 

A tale worth telling of four women
scientists whose names you should know
By Julia M. Klein

Park Row 

Sisters in
Science:
How Four
Women
Physicists
Escaped
Nazi
Germany
and Made
Scientific
History by
Olivia
Campbell

Lise Meitner helped discover
nuclear fission. She and her
colleagues had to escape 
the Third Reich’s hostility to 
women academics.

E
ach of us approaches
a new year with a
combination of
worry and hope.
What lies ahead?

Might this be when I actually
start exercising or cooking or
writing a screenplay?

If your own resolutions
include reading more, we can
help. This month’s titles range
from a bittersweet comedy set
in the Italian countryside to
an expedition in bitterly cold
temperatures, and from a
sci-fi novel set inside a murder
mystery to a memoir about
the most motley collection of
four-legged family members
you’ll ever encounter. Happy
reading!

Fiction

Homeseeking: A Novel
By Karissa Chen
Putnam: 512 pages, $30
(Jan. 7)
Fans of historical fiction will want to pick
up this exceptional novel immediately. It’s
the story of Chinese history from the 1930s
to the 21st century told through the lives
of Suchi and Haiwen, two Shanghainese
students who fall in love early on but
whose paths diverge early on too. As
national and global events affect them
and their families, their “mingyun” con-
nection — a concept of personal fate —
keeps them psychically linked despite
hardships.

The Heart of Winter: A Novel
By Jonathan Evison
Dutton: 368 pages, $28
(Jan. 7)
A loose tooth leads to the history of a long
marriage, as Abe Winter and Ruth
Warneke look at their 70-year union. They
live quietly on Bainbridge Island and have
three grown children; Ruth’s dental trou-
bles reveal cancer, and the family is
thrown into uproar. As Abe attempts to
care for his wife, their past surfaces and
shows how the negotiations involved in
partnership provide a foundation for its
growth, as well as for facing its final
stages.

Death of the Author: A Novel
By Nnedi Okorafor
William Morrow & Co.: 448 pages, $30
(Jan. 14)
When adjunct professor Zelu, who is
paraplegic, hits rock bottom personally
and professionally, she unexpectedly
writes a mega-bestselling work of Afro-
futurism that also addresses the differ-
ently abled. Although her large Nigerian

American family makes light of her
achievement, Zelu falls in with an unusual
scientist who fits her with wondrously
advanced prosthetic legs — and then
reveals his unusual purpose in providing
them.

We Lived on the Horizon: A Novel
By Erika Swyler
Atria: 336 pages, $29
(Jan. 14)
Combining AI, robotics and much more,
Swyler’s latest world-building novel con-
cerns the Bulwark, a walled desert city
whose history, values and economy are
based on the sacrifices made by its found-
ers. Known as “the Sainted,” those hu-
mans now have descendants who make
up an elite supported by Parallax, an AI
system; there are also AI children and a
murder mystery that threatens the entire
community. It’s unusually elegant dysto-
pian fiction.

Tartufo: A Novel
By Kira Jane Buxton
Grand Central Publishing: 352 pages, $29
(Jan. 28)
Lazzarini Boscarino, a rural Italian town,
might be dying, its population diminish-
ing faster than its budget. But when the
grief-stricken Giovanni Scarpazza and
his hunting dogs Aria and Fagiolo chance
upon an unusual truffle, Mayor Delizia

Micucci allows herself to hope that big-
ticket players in the food world will bite at
the chance to own it. Will it be a boon or a
disappointment? Buxton (“Hollow Crea-
tures”) plays for laughs, but never with
cruelty.

Nonfiction

Cold Kitchen: A Year of Culinary Travels
By Caroline Eden
Bloomsbury Publishing: 256 pages, $28
(Jan. 14)
Journalist Eden’s kitchen is cold because
she spends most of her time traveling
around Central Asia and Eastern Europe
— but she rarely returns to her Edinburgh
home without a souvenir to remind her of
the foods of those places that she writes
about here. Structured around a dozen
recipes, including an Uzbekistani water-
melon salad and Russian pirozhki, it’s a
memoir, travelogue and cookbook in
which those facets add up to a delicious
whole.

Three Wild Dogs (and the Truth): 
A Memoir
By Markus Zusak
Harper: 240 pages, $28
(Jan. 21)
Zusak (“The Book Thief”) and his family
have had three wild dogs, yes, but each of

those dogs — Reuben, Archer
and Frosty — has been so
different that they come
across as true family mem-
bers rather than as the acces-
sories that some domestic
animals can seem to be. Dogs,
the author notes, represent
lifelong devotion, as well as
our own deep human primal
instincts. Anyone you know
who has lived with a dog will
relish this beautiful memoir.

The Harder I Fight the More
I Love You: A Memoir
By Neko Case
Grand Central Publishing:
288 pages, $30
(Jan. 28)
Alt-rock star Case describes a

painful childhood and worse adolescence,
then a tough trail to professional success
that included suffering through harsh
Chicago winters without enough money
for heat or warm clothing. However, the
Grammy-nominated musician leavens
memories of hardship with great humor
and terrific writing (the Chicago wind hits
“like a bouquet of cold fists”) that should
delight her fans and attract some new
ones too.

Realm of Ice and Sky: Triumph, 
Tragedy, and History’s Greatest 
Arctic Rescue
By Buddy Levy
St. Martin’s Press: 384 pages, $32
(Jan. 28)
American Walter Wellman was the first to
try to reach the North Pole by airship.
After he failed, Roald Amundsen (the
same man who was the first to reach the
South Pole) tried, in 1926, and flew over
the North Pole on May 21. Umberto No-
bile, his Italian engineer, decided to win
accolades for Mussolini in 1928 by at-
tempting the feat but wound up facing
disaster when his airship, Italia, crashed
and prompted a high-profile interna-
tional rescue mission.

Black in Blues: How a Color Tells the
Story of My People
By Imani Perry
Ecco: 256 pages, $29
(Jan. 28)
Blue skies equal hope, but blue dyes — as
Perry (“South to America”) shows here —
can be a reminder of the era when indigo
cloth was traded for human life, during
the 16th-century slave trade. From the
description of skin as “blue black” to the
blues as a musical genre, the color blue
and its many shades intertwine with
African American heredity, history and
heritage. A cultural compendium and
also a meditation, “Black in Blues” will
inspire other great minds.

10 books to add to your
reading list in January

By Bethanne Patrick

Los Angeles Times
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F
acts and figures go a long
way toward illustrating
America’s long-standing
obsession with the virtues
of hard work, and “99%

Perspiration,” Adam Chandler’s
mischievous mix of travelogue and
social analysis, has plenty of both.
For instance: A 2023 economic op-
portunity poll by Gallup found that
39% of Americans believed that they
were failing to get ahead despite
working hard. And: According to
census data, more than 10% of
nonelderly Americans (27.4 million)
went through 2020 without health
insurance (compared with 0.0% in all
other industrialized countries).

The numbers are not kind, but
they’re not the main thrust of Chan-
dler’s book. That’s a good thing,
regardless of whether you subscribe
to the old maxim about “lies, damn
lies and statistics” (attributed by
Mark Twain to British prime min-
ister Benjamin Disraeli). This is a
very human book about the roots
and consequences of a very Ameri-
can dilemma: the belief that old-
fashioned elbow grease will get you
anywhere you want to go.

“99% Perspiration,” which takes
its title from a quote attributed to
Thomas Edison — “Genius is 1%
inspiration and 99% perspiration” —
is more than a mere diagnosis. It’s
also a far-reaching study of how and
why national myths are propagated
and a ground-level account of the
way we live and work now. It is, as
they say, a good read, wrung from
troubling realities.

Chandler, a former staff writer at
the Atlantic and the author of
“Drive-Thru Dreams: A Journey
Through the Heart of America’s
Fast-Food Kingdom,” ventures into
the past and the present, the real
and the fictional, seeking insight
into why we devote so much time
and energy to work, at the expense
of everything else, and with ever-
decreasing dividends. He dips into
the country’s origins, and how foun-
dational American thinkers like
Benjamin Franklin saw hard work
as a shared trait in a collection of
colonies with little else in common.
As Chandler writes, “America’s
industry-obsessed, kite-in-a-
thunderstorm lifestyle was one of
the few things that united the vari-
ous divided factions of America’s
founding set.”

He pokes at the cruel irony of a
nation that preaches the rewards of
sweat equity but was built largely on
the punishing, dehumanizing labor
of slaves. And he explores the inher-
ent vagueness and selectivity that
define the notion of “American
exceptionalism,” a concept that
requires more and more cognitive
dissonance the more it is pulled
apart for analysis.

It’s fair to say that Chandler
makes digressions and detours, and
you may find yourself occasionally
asking: Where are we going here?
Then he playfully connects the dots,
not always cleanly, but definitely
with verve, and usually with good
humor.

A stop in Oklahoma proves espe-
cially fruitful. First he visits with
Arshad Lasi, who, along with his
Indian immigrant parents, estab-
lished the most successful running
cannabis concern in Tulsa, an en-
deavor that taught him more about
how business works than business
school ever did. Chandler also visits
a community that was rewarded for
its bootstrapping grit with death
and destruction: Greenwood, Tul-
sa’s “Black Wall Street,” which was
burned to the ground by resentful

white neighbors in the 1921 Tulsa
race massacre. Then he ventures to
Pawhuska, where “a confederation
of villains” cheated and murdered
the Osage community out of its oil
money, an outrage chronicled in
David Grann’s book “Killers of the
Flower Moon” and its 2023 movie
adaptation.

The lesson here is hard to miss.
The extent to which hard work is
rewarded has often depended on
who’s holding the power and the
gun.

There’s an element of social
Darwinism to the work-work-work
ethos, a hard-heartedness that
Chandler connects to the likes of the
eugenicist and longtime president of
Stanford University Ray Lyman
Wilbur. “It is common talk that every
individual is entitled to economic
security,” Wilbur once wrote. “The
only animals and birds I know that
have economic security are those
that have been domesticated — and
the economic security they have is
controlled by the barbed-wire fence,
the butcher’s knife, and the desire of
others. They are milked, skinned,
egged or eaten up by their protec-
tors.”

And if figurative dehumanization
isn’t enough, there’s always the
literal kind. The author has some
fun with a chatbot at a Hardee’s
drive-through — for Chandler, it all
comes back to fast food — setting
out to stump it with a fairly simple
request that it can’t accommodate.
When a human being takes over for
the machine, Chandler seems not
just happy but palpably relieved. “I
actually like it,” the human, named
Kristi, says of the chatbot. “It’s very
helpful when we’re shorthanded.”

There are alternatives to the
eternal grind, and from an American
perspective they seem downright
radical. In 2016, the French Parlia-
ment passed a law designed to give
employees the right to not respond
to work-related communication
after business hours. This is on top
of the longtime legal mandate to
take a lunch break. Yes, Chandler
journeys to Paris, where he takes a
tour dedicated to the popular Net-
flix series “Emily in Paris.” The show
is about a go-go American who
brings her can-do spirit to the City of
Lights, whose denizens are a bit put
off by her lack of chill. “You live to
work,” chides Luc, a co-worker. “We
work to live!” Touché, Luc. Now if
you’ll excuse me, I must check my
email.

Chris Vognar is a freelance culture
writer.

Chris Ratcliffe Bloomberg

American way of work reflects
our history and current realities
By Chris Vognar

Pantheon

99%
Perspiration:
A New
Working
History of
the
American
Way of Life
by Adam
Chandler

P
eter Fischer buries his
personal demons in work,
work and more work. An
immigration lawyer in
Manhattan, his job is one

long emergency: He advocates for
asylees seeking legal standing and
safe harbor in America. Success
means a new and far more secure
life. Failure means deportation.

Peter’s mother, Ann, has taken
on another bottomless vocation,
though in more serene surround-
ings: She runs a spiritual retreat in
Vermont aimed at helping women —
discouraged, alienated or trauma-
tized — achieve a sense of communi-
ty and self-worth. She has a gift for
getting others to connect with their
pain, even as she buries her own.

Both are deeply invested in a life
of service. Both share a secret. And
for both mother and son, a reckon-
ing is coming.

In “Mothers and Sons,” ac-
claimed novelist Adam Haslett tells
the story of this pair with acute
empathy and insight. The author of
three previous works of fiction, two
of them Pulitzer Prize finalists,
(2016’s “Imagine Me Gone” and
2002’s story collection “You Are Not
a Stranger Here”), there’s no better
writer at chronicling the highs and
lows of familial love. In “Mothers and
Sons,” Haslett shows a family both
torn by past trauma and battered by
the social turmoil of the present.

For Peter, the demon that drives
his workaholism lies in his past: As a
teenager, he wrestled with sub-
merged desires and eventually real-
ized he was gay. Then, in the middle
of his father’s and mother’s split
over Ann’s love for another woman,
Peter’s crush on the enchanting and
charismatic Jared went catastroph-
ically bad. Ann’s decision to leave
her husband both fractured the

family and ended her vocation as an
Episcopal priest.

Peter’s job blocks his memories
and serves as an excuse both to
avoid entangling relationships and
to turn down Ann’s invitations to
meet. Every case demands a cram
course in the politics of his client’s
country of origin and the abuse that
led him or her to flee. In immigration
court, a missed deadline can mean
arrest and deportation, and depor-
tation can be fatal for those who are
political refugees. There are children
whose lives may be wrecked, and
clients who despair of their case’s
outcome and simply disappear.
Peter is the last line of defense for
clients from Honduras, Russia,
Nepal and Albania.

Haslett has a law degree and has
done volunteer immigration work,
and I have never read a more in-
formed and vividly rendered ac-
count of Peter’s daunting profes-
sion, a job that in real life seems
likely to become more punishing
with the incoming presidential
administration’s promised crack-
down on immigration.

Peter endures the pressure, until
Vasel, a young Albanian refugee who
was almost killed for being gay,
pierces his defenses and revives
Peter’s long-ago trauma. He begins
to make mistakes, and mistakes can
have life-altering consequences.

Like Peter, Ann is a helper, and
like Peter, her idealism tends to
blind her to everyday demands.
Peter recalls bitterly: “My father
could be dying in the other room, yet
still it was the printed word that
absorbed her. As if this life — our life
— were an interruption of the real
meaning of things.” The viability of
the retreat center depends on Ann
and her partner, but their hard-won
serenity is threatened when Ann
becomes attracted to another 
woman.

The mother and son seem des-
tined for a permanent estrange-
ment, but six years after their last
meeting, Ann’s home is where Peter
heads when his vulnerability and
isolation turn physical. He slowly
moves back toward his family. It’s
not an easy passage, as each peels
back layers of sadness, guilt and
resentment in search of long-buried
affection. At times the members of
this family interrogate their own and
others’ motives so harshly, I longed
for a little more gentleness. Peter’s
sister Liz, a free spirit with a toddler
and a gamer husband, provides
comic relief from the knives-out
quality of some family encounters. 
I would have welcomed more of her,
and more of the quotidian of both
Peter’s and Ann’s lives.

A subplot about one of Ann’s
Revolutionary War ancestors who is
complicit in genocide doesn’t really
go anywhere. But Haslett’s portray-
al of Ann and Peter is matchless,
and other mother-son pairs echo the
ferocity of their bond: Vasel’s fiercely
protective mother; a Honduran
client whose son will do anything to
protect her; Liz and her exuberant
little boy; Jared and his stylish,
enigmatic mother.

Despite avoidance, blame and
accusations, a spark of longing for
reconciliation survives. “Mothers
and Sons” documents an emotional
odyssey that in the end feels satis-
fying and real, and Haslett’s account
of Peter’s life is unparalleled in its
portrayal of a worker on the front
lines of our immigration wars buck-
ling under the weight of his burden.
He and Ann both vividly portray the
costs of selflessness at the expense
of the self.

In the end, the chronicle of this
complex mother-and-son pair satis-
fies one of the best reasons to read
fiction: to understand others and
their impossible burdens, to mourn
when they stumble and celebrate
when they survive.

Mary Ann Gwinn, a Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist who lives in
Seattle, writes about books and
authors.

Noble jobs help a family 
avoid connection, for a while
By Mary Ann Gwinn

Little, Brown

Mothers and
Sons 
by Adam
Haslett

An acclaimed
novelist shows a
mother and son
torn by past
trauma and
battered by the
social turmoil of
the present.
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anything like this when my
brother was in and out of
prison.”

Given profiles of three
prospects, her choice was
easy. A loner who spent most
days in his room didn’t feel
right. A smoker was a hard
no.

The third might have
seemed the least likely fit.
Nicholas Nabors murdered
a convenience store clerk
during a robbery when he
was 16. He was paroled after
serving just under 30 years of
a 34-years-to-life sentence.

But there was something
about him that appealed to
Adams. He had earned an
AA degree and thrived in his
work in prison making vehi-
cle tags. He had met his fian-
cee through prison corre-
spondence. He had a job on a
maintenance crew with the
California Department of
Transportation.

“His core seems to be
good — a person who has
dreams and vision and hope
to move his life forward,” she
said. “He just needs a little
assistance to do that.”

::

The Oakland-based
Homecoming Project was
launched in 2018 by the na-
tional nonprofit Impact
Justice, whose mission is in-
vesting in community-based
models of justice reform.

The project has placed
157 former inmates in Bay
Area homes. After their six-
month stays, none of the 130
who have so far graduated
has returned to prison. 

With a grant from the
Conrad N. Hilton Founda-
tion and funds from the Cali-
fornia Workforce Devel-
opment Board, the Home-
coming Project branched
out to Los Angeles earlier
this year. Adams was the
fifth volunteer to answer its
call. The L.A. program is
serving six former inmates;
two have graduated and six
more are signed up to begin
in January. 

The project is funded to
add more than 80 participa-
nts next year, up to half in
Los Angeles, to provide a
model for addressing the
high rate of post-incarcera-
tion homelessness.

A study by the Prison Pol-
icy Institute found that
about 2% of formerly incar-
cerated people were home-
less. That’s about three
times the rate for the general
population in Los Angeles
County and 10 times the na-
tional rate, and means that
the prison system could be
adding hundreds of people a
year to the state’s homeless
population.

Homecoming Project di-
rector Bernadette Butler ac-
knowledges that the scale of
the effort to date is not going
to provide a significant alter-
native to the system of group
homes contracted by the
state to support the reentry
of 35,000 to 40,000 inmates
released from California
prisons annually.

Butler sees the project as
a demonstration:

“We are showing the
world what is possible.”

::

Nabors had no immedi-
ate family to turn to when he
was released. He was pro-
hibited from contacting his
younger brother, who had
joined him in the fatal rob-
bery; and was strongly ad-
vised by the parole board to
stay away from his mother,
who had given him the gun
used in the robbery and then
made national news by testi-
fying against him in his trial.

Paroled to Los Angeles,
Nabors spent 90 days in a
drug rehabilitation program
near MacArthur Park. Even
though he said addiction
was not a problem, he com-
pleted the program as re-
quired and then moved to a
transitional home in South
Los Angeles.

After six months, his
funding from the state
STOP program expired, and
he had to start paying $750 in
rent for a shared room.

At a low point, he turned
to the Los Angeles office of
the Center for Employment
Opportunities, one of four
organizations that partner
with the Homecoming Proj-
ect. They got him the Cal-
trans job, and a staffer saw
his potential and referred
him to the Homecoming
Project.

Three months later,
Nabors moved into the four-

bedroom home in a gated
community just east of
Compton City Hall. On
move-in day, he and Adams
exchanged thoughts on
what had brought them to-
gether and what might come
of it.

“I don’t have to live in a
house by myself anymore,”
Adams said. “That’s a good
thing.”

Her own experience with
redemption also surfaced.

“The part of my life of be-
ing a Christian, a practicing
Christian — you got to step
out of your comfort zone and
do something differently,”
she said.

She did when her brother
showed up and asked for for-
giveness.

“You know sincerity
when you see it,” she said.
“He apologized for all the
things he did to us as a fam-
ily.”

She let him in and cared
for him the last four and a
half years of his life as he died
of renal disease. 

“That freed me up tre-
mendously. I don’t think I
would be doing this if my
brother hadn’t done that.”

Nabors articulated his
hope for the program as if he
had already experienced it.

“It put me in normal envi-

ronment,” he said. “It al-
lowed me to live with some-
one who wasn’t system-ori-
entated; they weren’t going
to look at me necessarily as
an inmate ... I was going to be
treated as a normal person. I
was going to have freedom
and have the space to grow
and figure out exactly who I
was outside of prison. Tradi-
tional programs don’t nec-
essarily do that.”

A month later, both de-
scribed an evolving relation-
ship that was closer to room-
mates than landlord-tenant.
They don’t spend a lot of
time together. He leaves for
work in the morning; she
leaves for her job before he
returns.

“The thing with Nick is
he’s just such a cool guy and
he’s easy to talk to,” Adams
said.

More reflective than he
was on Day One, Nabors
delved into his own journey.

“I did something horrible
at 16, and for the next 30
years, whenever I tried to
identify myself, the picture
that they had was at 16. It’s a
fistfight, it’s a brawl, to get
anyone to see you as any-
thing other than that.

“And for me, I mean, it’s
been a struggle, but at this
point, I feel like it’s empower-

ing for me just to embrace
it.”

::

Nabors’ self-awareness is
not the exception for Home-
coming Project clients, But-
ler said. All must have
served at least 10 years, giv-
ing them time to reflect and
to complete three required
rehabilitation programs.
Many have had life sen-
tences reduced — a sub-
group that has a recidivism
rate under 3%, the lowest of
all released prisoners.

The parole process, in
which only 14% of petitions
are granted, is “an incredible
first layer of screening,” But-
ler said. Candidates are fur-
ther screened informally by
parole officers and staff at
partner organizations such
as the Center for Employ-
ment Opportunities who
make referrals.

In the balance between
clients and hosts, there are
always more clients, Butler
said: “There’s never going to
be a shortage of people leav-
ing prison. Our growth is
contingent on recruiting
hosts.”

The Homecoming Proj-
ect provides hosts a stipend
of $8,600 for the six months.

To make the best matches, it
also preps hosts with details
of their future guest’s past,
including psychological as-
sessments of their potential
future criminal behavior.

Nabors’ profile had one
complication: that he was
engaged. But that was also a
strong point. He credits
much of his character devel-
opment to his nine years of
correspondence with his fi-
ancee, whose privacy he
asked to be respected.

“People kind of discredit
the idea that you have a rela-
tionship in prison,” he said.
“Well, the truth is that you
communicate more when
you’re in prison, because
that’s all that you have. I
challenge any guy to tell me
that he’s written his wife a 37-
page letter ... and that you’ve
read her 35-page letter in re-
turn, and took time to litera-
lly go line by line and under-
stand what she was saying
and then respond to what
she was saying, not neces-
sarily how you felt.”

He said writing through
his emotions, and reading
through hers, caused him to
reflect in a much deeper way: 

“What am I angry about?
So I have to go back. I have to
read her letter. OK, what did
you say to make me feel so
mad? But in that, what we’re
doing is that we’re practic-
ing active listening.”

Now, she and her teenage
daughter are welcome
guests on weekends. Once
the six-month program
ends, Nabors plans to build a
business with her to operate
transitional housing for ex-
prisoners.

The couple married Nov.
11 in a ceremony attended by
his former supervisor at the
Prison Industry Authority,
but not his mother.

“I’ve atoned for those
things. I’ve done my time.
I’ve explored my life,” he
said. “I’ve gained insight and
all those things that we need
to do in order to become a
better person. My mother
hasn’t done that.”

Adams took a longer view
of Nabors’ relationship with
his mother:

“I know it’s not a good
thing right now. ... But at
some point before he leaves
this earth, he gonna want to
see that woman.”

Prisoner Homecoming Project expands to L.A.
[Homecoming, from A1]

NICHOLAS NABORS, who served 29 years for killing a store clerk when he was
16, has thrived since he moved into Nancy Adams’ Compton home in October.

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times
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Clean energy programs provides
energy efficient upgrades,
Earthquake protection and
necessaries protection to your home.

+1(888)-373-5960+1(888)-373-5960

00 upfront costs.
Save up to 65% on your annual energy bills,
Federal Taxes & Improvement Rebates for qualified upgrades,
Limited time offer: Up to 18 months, 0% APR for qualified upgrade,
No pre payment penalty,

• Roofing
• Double pane windows Earthquake retroitting
• Foundation repairs
• Heating and cooling systems (HVAC)
• Artiicial turf, pavers, concrete
• Attic and wall insulation
• Solar panels
• Exterior paint
• Rewiring
• Repipe and much more

Renewable energy law Sb-100 now requires
utility companies to help California Residents
lower their electric, gas, and water bills. With
the federal government, ITCextended through
2033; homeowners can be eligible for a rate
reduction program to lower their utility bills

and appreciate their property value.

CALL US NOW FORCALL US NOW FOR
PRE-QUALIFICATIONPRE-QUALIFICATION
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Susie Fundter, above, glues
dried flowers on a tiger
depiction Thursday at the
Rosemont Pavilion in
Pasadena. The tiger is part
of the San Diego Zoo
Wildlife Alliance’s float for
the Rose Parade, which will
be held in Pasadena on New
Year’s Day. At right, Val
Peacock and Heath Swan
work on details of the
Lunar New Year-themed
Love 2 Yeu float, “Journey
of Dreams.” 

Photographs by 

Brian van der Brug

It’s all in the details

California officials, along
with dozens of others across
the country, received letters
last week from Stephen Mill-
er’s nonprofit, America First
Legal, warning them of con-
sequences for interfering
with or impeding immigra-
tion enforcement.

Miller has been named
President-elect Donald
Trump’s deputy chief of staff
for policy. In a written state-
ment, the nonprofit said it
had sent 249 letters to
elected officials in states and
cities with sanctuary poli-
cies. 

The officials who re-
ceived the letters include
Los Angeles Mayor Karen
Bass, Los Angeles Police De-
partment Chief Jim McDon-
nell, San Diego County Su-
pervisor Nora Vargas and
California Atty. Gen. Rob
Bonta, among others. 

The letters, all dated Dec.
23, state that people living in
the country illegally are sub-
ject to removal and that it is
a crime to conceal, harbor or
shield them.

California has emerged
as a major opponent as
Trump vows mass deporta-
tions of people who are here
illegally. During the last
Trump presidency, numer-
ous cities declared them-
selves sanctuaries for immi-
grants. The letters, while not
directly connected to the
Trump transition team,
underscore the coming
clash over immigration.

“As Attorney General, on
December 4, 2024, you
stated that the State of Cali-
fornia will not enforce fed-
eral immigration laws, en-
couraging defiance by all
California jurisdictions,” the
letter to Bonta reads in part.
“... This rhetoric illustrates
the State’s intent to bla-
tantly violate federal law.
Such lawlessness subjects
you and your subordinates
to significant risk of criminal
and civil liability. Accord-
ingly, we are sending this let-
ter to put you on notice of
this risk and insist that you
comply with our nation’s
laws.”

“The fact of the matter is
that you and the other offi-
cials who support or enforce
sanctuary laws, policies, and
regulations have a very per-
sonal stake in the matter —
you each could face criminal
prosecution and civil liabili-
ty for your illegal acts,” the
letter concludes.

The notices come as
Trump’s incoming “border
czar,” Tom Homan, the for-
mer acting director of U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, suggested on
Fox News that city officials
who don’t help the adminis-
tration deport people living
in the country illegally could
face criminal charges.

“If you knowingly conceal
or harbor an illegal alien
from a police officer, it is a
felony,” he said. “To impede
a federal law enforcement of-
ficer is a felony, so don’t cross
that line. We’ve got a strong
[attorney general] coming
in, Pam Bondi, and we will
present these prosecutions,
so you know, don’t test us.”

Bonta issued a state-
ment Friday calling the
threats “a scare tactic, plain
and simple. The statement
goes on to say that California
lawmakers adopted Senate
Bill 54 in 2017 to ensure that
no state and local resources
are used to assist with fed-
eral immigration enforce-
ment.

“While we are unable to
comment on the specifics of
the letter, we want to be
clear: SB 54 was upheld by
the courts during the first
Trump administration, and
it prevents the use of state 

Cities
warned
against
shielding
migrants 
Trump advisor’s
letters tell officials
they must let federal
agents enforce laws. 

By Ruben Vives

[See Immigration, B6]

For Dakota, a 17-year-old
transgender high schooler
from the San Gabriel Valley,
it was an older trans girl at
school who made the differ-
ence — who helped ease Da-
kota’s loneliness and give
her hope.

“It really just let me know
that, OK, I’m not alone in
this. There are other trans
people. They exist,” Dakota
said. “If she’s real, maybe I
can be real, too.”

Judith Webb, an 89-year-
old grandmother raised in a
progressive Hollywood film
family, said she inherited her
parents’ acceptance of
LGBTQ+ people early in

life. “I was ‘woke’ when I was
10 years old,” she said.

Today, she cherishes vis-
its at her San Pedro mobile
home with her gay grandson
and his husband. During
one, he played the piano for
her for an hour. During an-
other, they went for an early-
morning walk in the rain as
his husband slept in.

“We had my little dog
with us. It was the first time
I’d really had a chance to
chat with him since they
were married,” she said.
“He’s just an absolutely
great kid.”

In the past year,
LGBTQ+ people have be-
come a favorite punching
bag of the political right —
including President-elect

Donald Trump, whose cam-
paign spent millions on anti-
transgender ads and who
has promised to roll back
transgender rights during
his second term.

Misinformation about
queer people — and espe-
cially queer youth and their
healthcare — has spread,
thanks in part to Trump, his
followers and some of his re-
cent picks for administra-
tion posts.

But across the country,
Americans are also interact-
ing with, getting to know and
learning to love LGBTQ+
people like never before.
Queer communities are
growing and thriving, the av-
erage American knows more

Lives improved by LGBTQ+ influences
Readers share personal vignettes in response to Our Queerest Century, a special project

By Kevin Rector

TONY VALENZUELA speaks with Times staff in
October on their project Our Queerest Century.

Nicolette Jackson-Pownall

[SeeRetrospective, B4]

SELMA, Calif. — When
Teresa Bynum first heard
the high-speed rail was com-
ing to California, her family
blasted the project and was
staunchly against it.

Bynum, 30, of Riverdale

said her father remained op-
posed to the project as it
took over farmland and
pushed out agricultural
companies. Over the years
as the future of a high-speed
rail wavered with decades-
long delays and soaring
costs, it was lampooned as a
“boondoggle” and the “train
to nowhere.”

But after losing her hus-
band of 10 years, Bynum
struggled to find seasonal
jobs to pay her bills. She
wanted stability, and the
Central Valley Training Cen-
ter, which offered a 12-week

pre-apprenticeship pro-
gram funded by the High-
Speed Rail Authority, of-
fered a pathway to a trade
that could lead to one day
working on the rail.

“The minute I said I want
to do high-speed rail, I mean,
they lost their s—,” she re-
called. “And it was like, the
jobs are there. It’s happen-
ing. Whether you like it or
not, you might as well capi-
talize on it.”

Bynum graduated from
the 12-week program — the
only woman in her class —
earlier this year with six cer-

tificates and landed a job
with a prefabricated hous-
ing company after attending
a job fair hosted by the cen-
ter. 

Although she doesn’t
work for the rail today,
Bynum said the training she
received at the Central Val-
ley Training Center paved
the way for her to radically
alter her life: Her income
tripled, and she was able to
move out of her parents’
home with her three chil-
dren and buy a car.

Even as the financial cri-
sis and the Trump adminis-

tration have added to the
uncertainty of the project’s
future, the state and federal
governments have invested
more than $11 billion in the
project, and it has generated
$18 billion in economic out-
put that has gone toward the
Central Valley and state, 
authority officials have said. 

Although it might be seen
as a debacle elsewhere, the
high-speed rail has become
a symbol of economic prom-
ise for the Central Valley,
which would be the first re-
gion served by the rail if the 

High-speed rail project trains workers and provides jobs 

The Central Valley
Training Center offers
a pathway to a trade
for regional residents. 

By Melissa Gomez

[See Center, B8]



B2 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024 S LATIMES.COM

The Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office
filed criminal charges Tues-
day against the ex-boyfriend
of a 17-year-old girl who was
fatally stabbed in Azusa on
Dec. 20.

Daniel Rodriguez, 18, of
Azusa was taken into cus-
tody Dec. 21 and sub-
sequently charged with one
count of murder.

Rodriguez, whose ar-
raignment is scheduled for
Jan. 8, is being held in jail in
lieu of a $2-million bond. 

“I want to express my
deepest condolences to An-
gelina Gonzales’s loved ones
as they navigate this sense-
less act of violence and un-
imaginable grief, especially
during this holiday season,”
Dist. Atty. Nathan Hochman

said in a news release 
Tuesday. “Our office’s Fam-
ily Violence Division will
work to bring the offender to
justice for the victim and her
family.”

a home in the 300 block of
North Soldano Avenue in
Azusa.

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff ’s Department said in
a written statement that
officers from the Azusa 
Police Department re-
sponded that Friday night
to a report of an assault with
a deadly weapon at a home

in the 300 block of North 
Soldano Avenue.

Inside the home, officers
found a 17-year-old girl suf-
fering from stab wounds; 
she was taken to a hospital,
where she later died, the
Sheriff ’s Department said.

The victim’s family iden-
tified her as Angelina Camil-
lia Gonzales.

Robert Caraballo, her
stepfather, told KABC-TV 
that the suspect had picked
Angelina up from a cheer-
leader banquet and taken
her to his home. 

Her family, not knowing
where she was, was eventu-
ally able to find her location
by tracking her cellphone.

“When I got there, there
was already crime scene
tape up and forensics and all
kinds of stuff. And I ran up to
the officers like, ‘Hey, my
daughter’s in there. You
know, my daughter is in
there. I’m trying to find her.
She’s not home.’ And that’s
when they told me, ‘Sit aside
for a minute,’ ” Caraballo
told the station.

Angelina’s mother, Leti-

cia Pimentel Caraballo, has
created a GoFundMe ac-
count to help pay her daugh-
ter’s funeral costs.

The page said Angelina
would have celebrated her
18th birthday on Jan. 7.

“She had such a great fu-
ture ahead of her,” Pimentel
Caraballo wrote. “She had a
heart of gold. She was my
perfect, gorgeous Angel
baby.”

“I don’t even have the
words to say. I can’t even
cope. I need her,” she added,
“Our family is devastated.”

Ex-boyfriend charged in Azusa cheerleader’s stabbing death

By Ruben Vives

Victim’s family says
they tracked her
phone to the scene
but arrived too late.

The In-N-Out in Oakland
earlier this year became the
first location in the restau-
rant chain to be perma-
nently closed, a decision the
president of the fast-food
company recently doubled
down on by blaming ramp-
ant crime, slow police re-
sponse times and “abso-
lutely dangerous” condi-
tions for customers and em-
ployees. 

In-N-Out representa-
tives had previously blamed
surging crime for the clo-
sure, and the company’s
president, Lynsi Snyder,
elaborated on the decision
Monday in an interview with
conservative media outlet
PragerU. The popular bur-
ger chain, which opened its
first location in Baldwin
Park in 1948, launched its
400th last year and now op-
erates in eight states.

The Oakland restaurant,
which closed in March, was
located near Hegenberger
Road, a main route to and
from Oakland International
Airport.

“Out of 365 days, I think
[in] almost 300 days there
was some type of event,
some type of thing in Oak-
land,” Snyder said of the lo-

cation. 
She elaborated that

there were robberies, car
burglaries, violence, fights
and theft. 

“There was actually a
gunshot [that] went
through the store,” Snyder
said.

When In-N-Out an-

nounced plans for the clo-
sure in January, Denny War-
nick, the company’s chief op-
erating officer, said “despite
taking repeated steps to cre-
ate safer conditions,” the
restaurant was closing be-
cause customers were regu-
larly victimized by crime.

On Monday, Snyder said

the store was closed for the
safety of their associates,
adding that “we just felt like
this is not OK and the
amount of time it would take
for the police to get there,
too, was alarming.” 

In-N-Out representa-
tives did not respond to The
Times’ request for clarifica-

tion of what the police re-
sponse times were. 

In a statement, the Oak-
land Police Department
said crime rates are down by
34% overall compared with
this time last year. 

“The continued collabo-
ration with our law enforce-
ment partners, implemen-

tation of the Ceasefire gun
violence prevention strate-
gy, and greatly improved 911
call pickup times continue to
pay off,” the statement said. 

Still, other high-profile
businesses in Oakland have
closed because of the city’s
crime problem.

In response to the prob-
lem, state officials offered
support and residents voted
to recall the mayor, whom
many blamed for the lack of
law enforcement in Oak-
land.

In February, Gov. Gavin
Newsom sent 120 CHP offi-
cers to the city under a state
law enforcement campaign
aimed at reducing violent
crime and theft. 

City and nonprofit offi-
cials are working to restore
Ceasefire, a prevention pro-
gram that pairs residents
with life coaches and serv-
ices that include therapy,
drug rehabilitation and job
training. The program was
credited by city officials for a
43% reduction in homicides
from 2012 to 2017. The pro-
gram fizzled during the pan-
demic when in-person visits
were put on hold. 

A group called Oakland
United to Recall Sheng Thao
campaigned to remove her
as mayor for not declaring a
state of emergency on crime,
not replacing the fire chief
she fired in February and
missing a 2023 deadline to
apply for more than $276 mil-
lion in state funds available
to cities and counties to fight
retail theft.

In-N-Out president says Oakland store was closed over safety 

By Karen Garcia

A LARGE WARNING SIGN in front of the Oakland In-N-Out restaurant in February. A month later, the
outlet was closed, joining other high-profile businesses that have been affected by the city’s crime problem.

Paul Kuroda For The Times

She says outlet was
‘absolutely dangerous’
and police response
times were ‘alarming.’

A fight between a parole
agent and an apparently un-
armed parolee during a
home check on Christmas
Eve led to an officer-involved
shooting that left the 26-
year-old parolee dead, offi-
cials said. 

The California Depart-
ment of Justice is now inves-
tigating the deadly shooting
as part of a state law that re-
quires the agency to investi-
gate officer-involved shoot-
ings that result in the death
of unarmed civilians. 

Fresno police officers
responded to the 1200 block
of Cortland Avenue about
12:30 p.m., after the depart-
ment’s gunshot detection
program detected three
shots fired in the area, said
Fresno Police Sgt. Diana
Trueba Vega.

The parole agent, from
the California Department
of Corrections and Rehabili-
tation’s Division of Adult
Parole Operations, was con-
ducting a home visit when a
physical fight occurred with
the parolee, said Pedro
Calderón Michel, a spokes-
person for the CDCR. 

Michel identified the par-

olee as 26-year-old Jeremy
Sanchez. 

“The confrontation esca-
lated to the point where the
agent fired his duty weapon,
striking Sanchez,” Michel
said in an email. “Despite
the agent’s efforts to per-
form life-saving measures,
Sanchez died at the scene.”

Michel declined to iden-
tify the parole officer. 

Statements from CDCR
and Fresno police did not in-
dicate what sparked the
fight, or whether Sanchez
was armed during the alter-
cation, but the California
Department of Justice on
Tuesday indicated it was in-
vestigating the deadly
shooting under Assembly
Bill 1506, which requires the
department to look into offi-
cer-involved shootings that
result in the death of un-
armed civilians. 

“DOJ’s California Police
Shooting Investigation
Team initiated an investiga-
tion in accordance with AB
1506 mandates,” the state
Department of Justice said
in a statement. “Upon com-
pletion of the investigation,
it will be turned over to the
DOJ’s Special Prosecution
Section within the Criminal
Law Division for independ-
ent review.”

Parolee is killed by
agent in home check
By Salvador

Hernandez

A high school teacher has
been charged with illegal
sexual acts against two
underage students, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Joshua Daniel McGinn,
41, a teacher at Charter Oak
High School in Covina, faces
multiple felony charges in-
cluding oral copulation on a
minor, sexual penetration
by use of force, unlawful 
sexual intercourse with a
minor and possession of
child pornography, Los 
Angeles County Dist. Atty.
Nathan Hochman an-

nounced in a news release
Tuesday.

Hochman asked that
“anyone who may have addi-
tional information or [who]
has been victimized ... come
forward and report informa-
tion to the Covina Police De-
partment.” 

The charges stem from
allegations that date to 
2022.

McGinn was arrested
Dec. 18 and is being held
without bail, officials said. 

He is scheduled to be ar-
raigned Jan. 6.

If convicted, he could face
up to 13 years and six months
in prison. 

Covina teacher charged in
sexual assault of 2 students

By Summer Lin
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High school senior Katie
Kee didn’t always enjoy
studying STEM coursework,
although she puts it a little
more bluntly.

“I basically hated
STEM,” said Kee, referring
to the acronym for science,
technology, engineering and
math.

Today, she feels different.
She sits in a space at the
Girls Inc. of Orange County
headquarters in Santa Ana,
where staff members are
busy putting up red and sil-
ver decorations. 

Kee and other graduates
of the organization’s Grad
Lab college readiness pro-
gram will celebrate later in
the evening with an awards
ceremony. With help from
Girls Inc., Kee has made it
her mission to break down
the barriers that prevented
her from enjoying STEM
earlier in her educational
journey.

“The middle school that I
went to only let kids in the
gifted and talented program
that had these really high
test scores take STEM
classes like programming
and engineering,” Kee said.
“I wasn’t ever identified as
one of those students and it
gave me the mentality that
you have to be really good at
standardized testing to suc-
ceed in STEM.”

There is also a notable
gender gap in STEM. Ac-
cording to the American
Assn. of University Women,
men outnumber women in
most STEM fields in college,
and women make up 34% of
the workforce in that set of
related industries. Engi-
neering and computer scien-
ce are two of STEM’s most
lucrative fields, but they re-
main heavily male domi-
nated. 

Gender stereotypes that
insist boys are better at
math and science than girls
persist, and such thinking
can deter girls from even
considering exploring a ca-
reer path in the STEM in-
dustries, according to
researchers. 

“It wasn’t until my fresh-
man year AP Computer Sci-
ence Principles class that I
saw I was actually not bad at
this subject,” Kee said.

Kee is enrolled in the
computer science program
called Global Information
Technology Academy at

Brea Olinda High School
and is a member of the first
graduating class of the AP
Capstone program. 

She also completed an
eight-week internship with
Boeing in Huntington
Beach.

Girls Inc. is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to
equipping girls like Kee with
the skills and resources to
reach their full potential.
Part of that mission means
working to close the gender
gap in STEM by introducing
it to girls at an early age.

“A lot of the work that we
do and the time that we
spend is providing opportu-
nities for exposure to STEM.
It is really important,” said
Lucy Santana-Ornelas,
chief executive officer at
Girls Inc. of Orange County.
“Girls might not have many
people around them that are
in those STEM fields or ca-
reers.”

Kee said participating in
the Girls Inc. Grad Lab pro-
gram helped empower her to
take on the challenge of
STEM.

“Girls Inc. really helped
me realize the power of fe-
males bonding together and
the importance of the female
voice; in STEM in general it
is predominately male influ-
enced,” Kee said.

She said there are few
young women in her Global
Information Technology
Academy class.

“There are only five girls,
including me, out of a class of
35 students,” Kee said. “Girls
Inc. really helped me realize
the power of that communi-
ty.”

Girls Inc. of Orange

County also offers STEM-fo-
cused programming itself
such as Imagine Science
Fun-gineering, STEM Suc-
cess and a Robotics pro-
gram that teaches coding
and allows students the
chance to program an NAO
humanoid robot using Chor-
eographer software.

“We also have our Eu-
reka! program, which is a
four-week summer camp for
middle school girls that has
different aspects of science
and technology every 
summer,” Santana-Ornelas
said.

During the Eureka! pro-
gram, hands-on activities in-
clude themes such as robot-
ics, biomedical engineering,
theme park design and a CSI
(crime scene investigation)
week, with girls using evi-
dence to solve a camp
“crime.”

“The opportunity to ex-
perience [STEM activities]
without fear in a girl-only en-
vironment that is support-
ive — that is important,”
Santana-Ornelas said.
“What we hear from parents
is about how their daughter
used to be very quiet and shy
but [after being in a STEM
program] she is talking up a
storm about things she is
learning.”

Kee was inspired to make
change herself by launching
Stem Stitch, a nonprofit or-
ganization promoting 
social justice in STEM edu-
cation.

“I started it sophomore
year because I wanted to
bridge the gap that I had in
STEM education when I was
younger,” she said. “We are a
completely remote organi-

zation, but we have had such
an impact on younger stu-
dents.”

Kee’s nonprofit helps
connects young girls with
STEM opportunities such
as fellowships and high
school STEM internships. It
also connects with under-
graduates from MIT and Co-
lumbia to mentor them.

“I have had alumni come
back and say, ‘The commu-
nity that I have met here has
been so amazing, and I have
started my own initiatives in
my area,’ ” Kee said.

She is now preparing for
the next phase of her educa-
tion, with Grad Lab helping
her with the college applica-
tion process. She hopes to
get accepted to UCLA,
where she plans to pursue a
degree in a STEM-related
field.

“I am currently looking at
a career in cybersecurity,
which combines law and eth-
ics with computer science,”
Kee said.

Creating a safe space for
young girls to test out STEM
activities helps them feel
more at home in industries
that typically count them
out, leading to young women
like Kee finding their true
passion, according to San-
tana-Ornelas. 

Kee hopes her work will
inspire other girls.

“When I was in middle
school, I was afraid to try
STEM because I was told I
couldn’t do it, but if you try
you might find out you are
really interested in it or you
are really good at it,” she
said.

“Maybe like me, you
won’t ever look back.”

Connecting more girls with STEM 

JESSICA CUNIFFE, center, welcomes students in the Grad Lab college readi-
ness program at the Girls Inc. of Orange County headquarters in Santa Ana. 

Don Leach Times Communithy News

By Sarah Mosqueda

A phishing text message
warning of a legal threat and
financial penalties has been
hitting users and even non-
drivers of Los Angeles Coun-
ty’s Metro ExpressLanes.

The spam has led to a
flood of complaints from
Metro ExpressLanes users,
who have been calling the
Los Angeles County Met-
ropolitan Transportation
Authority seeking verifica-
tion and advice, Metro au-
thorities have noted.

Metro officials said they
posted a warning about the
fraudulent text messages on
their homepage as soon as
they became aware of the
scam.

“The ExpressLanes sys-
tem has not been hacked,
and no customer informa-
tion has been compro-
mised,” the message said.

Metro ExpressLanes are
restricted lanes on the 10 and
110 freeways that motorists
can use to speed past traffic
on regular lanes. Users pay
tolls that are based on dy-
namic pricing that adjusts
according to the level of traf-
fic. The tolls are collected
through a FasTrak tran-
sponder mounted on a vehi-
cle’s dashboard. 

Metro could not confirm
how many messages have
been sent out, the number of
complaints they received or
when they believed mes-
sages were first sent.

“Metro ExpressLanes re-
minds customers that we ne-
ver send text messages ask-
ing for sensitive information
or requesting payment,” a
statement from Metro read.
“If a text message claims to
be from Metro Express-
Lanes regarding tolls or vio-
lations, do not respond to
the message, do not use any
links in the message, and do
not use any contact informa-
tion provided in the mes-
sage.”

The Federal Trade

Commission classifies
phishing as a type of scam in
which targeted users receive
a communication such as an
email or text message that
appears to be from a well-
known source, such as a
company or agency.

The message asks the
user to enter personal infor-
mation that the scammer
will use to open a bank ac-
count, for instance, or cause
some other financial harm
to the individual scammed.

The FTC also asks con-
sumers to avoid responding
to the messages.

The scam messages in
question have been telling
receivers to pay their Fas-
Trak bill by a specific date in
order to “avoid excessive late
fees and potential legal ac-
tion on the bill.”

A phishing link is pro-
vided that should not be
clicked on.In several cases,
the phone number from
which the text message orig-
inates is multiple digits long-
er than a U.S.-based 10-digit
number.

Metro officials have said
they believe the scammers
have been targeting individ-
uals through various area
codes and have been hitting
FasTrak drivers and non-
users alike.

There are 25 miles of Ex-
pressLanes throughout the
10 and 110 freeways, accord-
ing to Metro, with 1.6 million
transponders assigned to
county drivers and 342.1 mil-
lion trips made this year as
of early November.

The FasTrak pass can
also be used outside of Los
Angeles, such as on the 405
Freeway in Orange County,
the 10 Freeway in San Ber-
nardino County, the 15 Free-
way, which cuts through San
Bernardino and Riverside
counties, and several other
express lanes.

As for the scams, they’ve
hit motorists in various
areas from San Francisco in
March to Sonoma County in
April and San Diego in July.

State Atty. Gen. Rob
Bonta issued a statement on
July 1, urging Californians
not to click on the link in the
texts. “Scammers are often
quite literally in our pockets,
just a text away,” he said. 

Scammers send
phishing texts
to motorists 
Fraudulent messages
warn ExpressLanes
users of a legal threat,
financial penalties.

By Andrew J. Campa

METRO officials say they believe the scammers have
been targeting FasTrak drivers and non-users alike.

Luis Sinco Los Angeles Times

A Mega Millions lottery
ticket sold at a Shasta
County gas station hit the
estimated $1.22-billion jack-
pot on Friday, officials said. 

The ticket was sold at
Sunshine Food and Gas, at
3505 Rhonda Road in Cot-
tonwood, the California
Lottery announced. 

The winning numbers
were 3, 7, 37, 49, 55 and the
Mega number 6, with a 3x
“MegaPlier.”

The identity of the win-
ner was not immediately
known. They will have the
option to receive their win-
nings in a series of payments
over 30 years or as a lump
sum cash payout of roughly
$549.7 million. Winners typi-
cally take the cash option,
according to lottery officials.

The jackpot is the fifth-
largest prize in Mega Mil-
lions history and comes at
the tail end of a year with un-
usually few jackpot wins, ac-
cording to the the lottery.

Prior to Friday night, the
jackpot had been won only
three times in 2024, the
fewest wins in any single
year since the game began in
2002.

“Congratulations to our
$1.22-billion jackpot winner
from California,” Joshua
Johnston, lead director for
the Mega Millions Consor-
tium, said in a statement.
“What an amazing present
this holiday season!”

The jackpot had been
growing since Sept. 10, when
a player won an $810-million
prize from a ticket sold at a
gas station in Sugar Land,
Texas. It marks the seventh
time the Mega Millions jack-
pot has surpassed the $1-bil-
lion mark. 

The prior 6 billion-plus
jackpots have all been won in
different states — South
Carolina in 2018, Michigan in
2021, Illinois in 2022, Maine
and Florida in 2023 and New
Jersey in March, according
to the lottery. The game’s
record $1.6-billion jackpot
was won in Florida in 2023. 

Mega Millions player
hits $1-billion jackpot
in year of few winners

By Clara Harter

It’s always a good idea to
bundle up at Mammoth
Mountain, but anyone hop-
ing to get in some holiday ski
runs may want to consider
some additional layers. 

A storm forecast to hit
this weekend is expected to
bring strong winds with
gusts of up to 70 mph at the
mountain’s summit, accord-
ing to the National Weather
Service.

A high-wind watch has
been issued for most of Sun-
day, with sustained winds of
40 to 45 mph expected along
with the more powerful

gusts. A new snow layer of 
1 to 2 inches is also possible
— welcome news for those
looking to hit the slopes be-
fore ringing in the new year. 

But while conditions are
likely to be blustery, visitors
shouldn’t expect the same
sort of scene depicted in a vi-
ral video that’s been making
the rounds on social media.
That video, which was
posted on X on Christmas
Day, showed hundreds of
skiers lining up for a ski lift
while being pelted by snow
and wind. 

However, the video was
originally posted on Insta-
gram more than a week ear-
lier — and was taken at a

time when most lifts had
been closed due to wind
gusts up to 100 mph at the
mountain’s summit, Mam-
moth Mountain spokes-
person Emily van Greuning
told SFGate.

Jake Baisley, who took
the original video, said it was
on the fourth day of his first
trip to Mammoth Mountain.

“The conditions were
pretty crummy,” he said,
“lots of rocks showing and
the lines were long on the
weekends.”

Despite the wind and
lines, he’ll likely head back to
Mammoth, he said, adding
that the area is good for van
life.

Other than that now-vi-
ral moment, Van Greuning
said, the busy holiday sea-
son has been going as ex-
pected.

The Eastern Sierra ski re-
sort has seen a good turnout
so far this season, which usu-
ally starts in November and
ends in May. With 3,500 acres
available for skiing, there’s
not much concern for crowd-
ing on a typical day, Van Gre-
uning told The Times in an
email Thursday.

Last year’s season ex-
tended into August for only
the third time in the resort’s
seven-decade history, when
the main lodge saw a record
60 feet of snow. 

SKIERS head upslope at Mammoth Mountain this month. Sunday’s winds could hit 70 mph at the summit.
Christian Pondella Associated Press

Mammoth Mountain geared up
for heavy winds this weekend
By Sandra McDonald
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about transgender people,

and queer kids are coming

out earlier and to wider ac-

ceptance.

Young people identify as

LGBTQ+ today at the high-

est rates in history — dwarf-

ing the number in prior gen-

erations.

The hyperpoliticization

of LGBTQ+ issues is part of

a broader backlash to that

expansion of LGBTQ+

knowledge, understanding

and community. In some

parts of the country, anti-

LGBTQ+ sentiment is ro-

bust and getting stronger.

But such retrenchment of

queer rights is not the only

LGBTQ+ trend at work.

LGBTQ+ Americans are

also having daily positive in-

fluence in the lives of those

around them — strength-

ening America’s acceptance

of LGBTQ+ folks along the

way.

Readers respond 
In June, The Times ran

“Our Queerest Century,” a

retrospective look at the

vast and indelible contrib-

utions of LGBTQ+ Ameri-

cans from 1924 to 2024.

Queer issues had swept

to the center of the nation’s

political discourse, and a

slew of anti-LGBTQ+ laws

had been proposed nation-

wide. Efforts to erase queer

people — to ban LGBTQ+

books, drag queen perform-

ances, gender-affirming

healthcare and the mere

mention of LGBTQ+ iden-

tities in schools — were crop-

ping up all over.

The project placed those

shifts within the broader

context of our shared

LGBTQ+ history. It in-

cluded essays by queer writ-

ers on the contributions of

LGBTQ+ people since the

1924 founding of the nation’s

first known gay rights or-

ganization, and a news anal-

ysis of a national poll on

LGBTQ+ issues today —

which showed that people

who know someone queer

are less likely to hold anti-

LGBTQ+ views.

The project also asked

readers to tell us how queer

people had positively influ-

enced their lives, and dozens

wrote in, mostly about their

own loved ones — their

LGBTQ+ uncles and aunts,

cousins and siblings, chil-

dren and grandchildren and

friends.

“You couldn’t find more

kind, loving and fun relatives

if you searched the whole

earth,” one respondent

wrote.

Another wrote that her

LGBTQ+ family had “nor-

malized the issue” for her

simply by being “who they

are, real people, with real

lives, real emotions, real feel-

ings, just like the rest of us.”

A third wrote that her

queer loved ones had taught

her “to be less judgmental

and more curious, not just

about sexuality, but about

many other human differ-

ences, such as race, family

structure, faith, etc., and to

put myself in other people’s

shoes.”

‘Hope for the future’
Dakota — whose full

name is being withheld to

protect her safety — was the

youngest respondent. She

wrote about the “out-and-

proud trans girl” at her

school — who was also popu-

lar and nice — becoming “an

instant role model” for her.

In a recent interview, Da-

kota said this election cycle

has been “absolutely crazy”

and “very frightening” given

Trump’s use of “a lot of anti-

trans rhetoric.”

Her mother said it’s been

“terrifying as a mom of a

trans kid,” too. “I try to have

reassurance with the Cali-

fornia wall we basically have

— the metaphorical safety

wall for all marginalized

groups — and I just don’t

know how strong that’s go-

ing to be two, four years from

now after Trump unleashes

whatever tsunami of hate

he’s going to release.”

Dakota said she is espe-

cially scared for her fellow

trans Americans in red

states, but doesn’t want to

be hung up on feeling down

— because there’s too much

else to life.

She’s been accepted so-

cially at school, where peers

have no problem with her

pronouns. She’s applied to

colleges — all in California —

and is excited about starting

a new and more independ-

ent chapter. She plans to

major in political science af-

ter loving a high school

course and seeing the im-

portance of this election. 

“I wish people under-

stood that being trans

doesn’t define who we are as

people,” she said, “because

we’re still normal people and

there’s so much else going on

in our lives.”

Webb was the oldest re-

spondent. She wrote to The

Times that she was grateful

for her “long exposure” to

the queer community, which

began with a gay friend of

her parents who visited

often during her childhood.

Webb wrote of being a

homemaker before working

at USC for decades, where

she became friends with gay

graduate students, and now

being “the grandmother of a

talented, delightful, success-

ful grandson” who is “mar-

ried to an equally delightful

young man.”

In an interview, Webb re-

called the morning walk and

the impromptu piano con-

cert. She also noted a post-

election visit, where they

had a “really good conversa-

tion about what’s going on in

the world” and her grandson

reassured her he is happy.

“He’s just the most pos-

itive person,” she said.

A strong foundation
Jennifer Moore, a trans-

gender woman in her late

60s, called Trump’s victory

and the anti-queer rhetoric

being espoused by him,

some of his nominees and

other Republicans “crush-

ing” and “a nightmare.”

Queer support groups

are advising transgender

members to make sure their

driver’s license and passport

are up to date, and to consult

their doctors about stocking

up on transition medica-

tions, she said. 

She feels lucky to live in

California, but has friends

who are considering fleeing

less progressive states or the

country overall — or already

have.

Against that backdrop,

Moore said it has been help-

ful to reflect on the country’s

long history of queer prog-

ress — which she said was

captured by “Our Queerest

Century,” but also exempli-

fied by The Times’ decision

to publish it.

Moore said she first

started reading The Times

as a kid in 1968 and was “al-

ways searching for informa-

tion” about queer people like

her in its pages, but only ever

found negative things.

That The Times today

would publish a lengthy cel-

ebration of queer accom-

plishments “was just incred-

ible,” she said.

Moore wrote to the paper

that three LGBTQ+ people

had greatly helped her in her

journey to transitioning in

the last decade: a lesbian

former Catholic nun who

told her she would be “miser-

able” until she was authen-

tic, a fellow trans woman

who talked her through the

first steps of transitioning

and a gay co-worker who

welcomed her on an AIDS

charity bike ride and showed

her that there is a whole

world full of out, happy

queer people.

“The bravery and nor-

mality of these three

LGBTQ folks taught me it

was OK to live freely and

authentically,” Moore wrote. 

Owen Renert, 24, an as-

sociate marriage and family

therapist who works mostly

with queer clients, said they

decided to write in after their

grandmother, a longtime

LGBTQ+ ally who marched

for AIDS awareness in the

1980s, gave them the “Our

Queerest Century” section.

“She brought it to lunch,

and was like, ‘Here, it’s gay,

you should look at it,’ ” Ren-

ert said with a laugh.

Renert, who is nonbi-

nary, wrote that having

queer friends and mentors

“dramatically shifted” how

they view the world and

helped tremendously in

understanding their own

queer identity — from

“learning how I wanted to

dress as a teen to finding safe

places to enter life as an

adult.”

In an interview, they said

many of their clients have

voiced a similar need to be

“surrounded by queer peo-

ple” since the election, and

“Our Queerest Century” was

agood reminder that there is

a strong foundation for such

community to build on.

“It’s going to be work,

[but] that has always been

the case,” Renert said.

“We’ve been able to do that.”

The century ahead
Tony Valenzuela, execu-

tive director of the One Insti-

tute — one of the nation’s

oldest LGBTQ+ organiza-

tions and a partner with The

Times in hosting an “Our

Queerest Century” event in

October — said highlighting

queer history is “incredibly

important” today, given the

stakes.

“Our work will be even

more urgent and necessary,

to remind people that it is at

times where we’re embat-

tled, when we’re attacked,

that both our creativity

comes out, but also when we

organize, when [we] under-

stand the importance of co-

alition,” he said.

Valenzuela said queer

leaders are eager to use this

moment to build out queer

networks, including by using

the tactics of queer activists

at the start of the AIDS

epidemic.

“There were activists on

the streets. There were folks

who were working at the pol-

icy level. There were folks

who were [in] science and

public health. There was this

huge growth in the way we

fundraise for our nonprofits.

There was a call to rich peo-

ple, frankly, to step up,” Va-

lenzuela said.

Craig Loftin, an

LGBTQ+ scholar and his-

tory lecturer at Cal State

Fullerton, agreed that queer

history “provides all of the

responses to the right wing

politics and the Trump rhet-

oric” that are needed today

— which is why it must be

taught.

It is full of hope and tri-

umph.

Years ago, Loftin uncov-

ered and published for the

first time a collection of let-

ters that readers had sub-

mitted in the 1950s and ’60s

to One Magazine, an early

gay rights publication

founded in Los Angeles in

1952.

As with the responses to

“Our Queerest Century,”

they came from all over the

country, he said. Somewhat

to his surprise, they were

filled with as much hope and

love as sadness and fear.

“I was braced for gloom

and doom, and I found my-

self riveted and inspired by

how these people were exist-

ing in that environment and,

despite it all, finding happi-

ness, finding love, finding

meaning,” Loftin said.

“There was still a sense of

humor. There was still a

sense of hope. There was still

a kind of affirmative spirit

that taught me as a queer

person that, no matter what

we’re facing now with

Trump and all this rhetoric,

we faced much worse in the

past.”

“Our Queerest Century”

provided a similar reminder

“of the sheer abundance of

LGBT history” that queer

people and their allies can

draw on as they chart a path

forward today, he said.

“In the wake of Trump’s

election, in the wake of the

storm that is brewing and al-

ready starting to rain on us,

we need to do a lot more [to]

get this history out there,” he

said. “For me, knowledge of

the past is the path for-

ward.”

LGBTQ+ readers join a reflection on 100 years

CRAIG LOFTIN asks a question during an October discussion with Times staff on Our Queerest Century, a special project published this
summer to chart LGBTQ+ progress in America. Queer communities are thriving, despite political attacks from the incoming president.

Photographs by Nicolette Jackson-Pownall

TREVOR LADNER reads the project in print. The special section included essays by queer writers on the
contributions of LGBTQ+ people since the 1924 founding of the nation’s first known gay rights organization.

[Retrospective, from B1]
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G. Patterson 

Cramer
December 22, 1946 - 

November 30, 2024

Pat Cramer was a born 
and bred Santa Monican.  He 
made his way through Santa 
Monica schools and retained 
many friends from then until 
he died in Santa Monica.

Pat grew up riding his bike 
to deliver newspapers, body 
surfing, playing tennis and 
baseball.

Known in his youth as the 
“home run king”, he once hit 3 
home runs in a game, one be-
ing hit out of the park, across 
Olympic Blvd., and into the 
wall of a bar.   His after-game 
treats were at the (former) 
Sweet 16, or Foster’s Freeze.

Pat’s first departure was for 
college at UC Santa Barbara.  
Next was NYC to teach a year 
of 6th grade in East Harlem in 
the Teacher Corps program.  
Back in Santa Monica, he 
began his career with the Los 
Angeles Country Real Estate 
Dept. He spent 11 years work-
ing in most of that depart-
ment’s dealings, becoming 
adroit in the negotiating of 
buying, selling and leasing 
county buildings.

Early in his career, Pat was 
in the single young adults’ 
group at Bel Air Presbyterian 
Church which had weekly vol-
leyball games.  Also there was 
Peggy McDowell, just finished 
with her M.S. from UCLA.  
That connection grew and 
resulted in their marriage at 
that church 6/10/1972.  They 
raised their family there and 
remain members.

Pat briefly worked with a 
private apartment manage-
ment company but went 
into solo buying and selling 
of apartment buildings soon 
after.  As an adult, Pat was the 
go-to expert in the SM apart-
ment business.  He champi-
oned apartment-to-condo 
conversions, which allowed 
many renters to become first 
time owners.

Pat is survived by his wife 
Peggy, children Chris (Irene) 
and Hillary, two grandchil-
dren, and brother William 
(Cherry).  There will be a 
formal, adults only memo-
rial service on Sat., Jan. 11, 
2025, at 11 AM, at Bel Air 
Presbyterian Church, 16221 
Mulholland Drive, LA 90049, 
with a reception immediately 
following.  

Rostyslav Balah
Rusty was born on April 19, 

1942, in Berdyansk, Ukraine, 
and died July 1,  2024 after 
a short illness.   He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
Anna and Vadim Balah, and 
is survived by his son Nikolai 
Balah and his daughter Tania 
Balah. 

He grew up and perfected 
his English in Monterey, 
CA, and after serving in 
the Artillery in Vietnam 
he graduated from UC 
Berkeley, worked for the 
State of California for several 
years, and then received his 
master’s degree at USC.  

He worked as a reference 
librarian at Los Angeles 
Public Library for most of 
the next 30 years, where his 
exceptional senses of humor, 
whimsy, and inclusiveness 
consistently raised both 
morale and alertness to the 
jobs at hand and the world 
in general among staff one 
and all.  His knowledge of 
and interest in the depths 
and potential of the Central 
Library research collection 
was more than thorough, yet 
he carried it lightly.  Rusty was 
a casual poet both at work 
and at home, and many a 
library event was celebrated 
with his doggerel verses and 
other flights of imagination. 

In his personal world as 
well he was protective of life 
in all its forms.  His humans 
found themselves poised in 
tender and often humourful 
hands, while they came to 
perceive that he was much 
more shy than he seemed. 
He loved to play tennis, and 
his reflexes were such that he 
could catch in mid flutter the 
most apparently erratic moth 
or gnat who had strayed 
indoors toward a hot light 
bulb and carefully deliver it 
back to safety. He attracted 
and cared for stray animals, 
and among the many plants 
he collected his heart was 
most with those in need of 
revival.  He, too, could have 
used more time to blossom 
.. true of us all?  
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Frank  Long 

DEMOND
April 3, 1933 - 

November 21, 2024

Frank Demond, beloved 
husband, father, and jazz 
musician, passed away peace-
fully at his Newport Beach 
home at age 91. He began 
playing New Orleans jazz 
in high school and formed 
jazz combos at Pomona 
College. After Army service, 
he built homes as a small 
owner-builder.

In the late 1960s, he per-
formed at Preservation Hall 
and joined the Preservation 
Hall Jazz Band in 1971, 
launching a global career as 
its trombonist. Frank shared 
the soul of New Orleans jazz 
with audiences worldwide.

He enjoyed tennis, sailing, 
swimming, chess, backgam-
mon, and card games and 
was a devoted Dodgers fan.

Frank’s humor, kindness, 
and love for family and 
friends were unmatched. He 
is survived by his wife, Christy; 
children Ted, Bailey Slater 
(Michael), Kevin McNulty, 
Ryan McNulty (Kelly); and 
grandchildren Morgan 
(Max), Conrad, Samantha, 
and Mason. He was preceded 
in death by his son Jackson, 
former wife Dorothy, parents, 
and siblings.

Frank’s music, joy, and love 
remain his enduring legacy.

David Allan Duke
With great sadness we 

announce the passing of 
David Allan Duke on April 
30, 2024 at the age of 85. 
Born December 4, 1938, he 
was a life-long resident of Los 
Angeles, the son of Fannie 
and Joe Duke and the brother 
of Jerome Duke, all of whom 
predeceased him. He is sur-
vived by his cherished wife 
Julia, son Lawrence, daughter 
Andrea (Eric), and the loves 
of his life, his grandchildren 
Sophie, MeiLi, Tristan, Bryce, 
Scarlett, and Rini, as well as 
by his beloved brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law (George 
and Nancy) and much loved 
nephews and nieces, Brian, 
Courtney, Emily, and Jacob.

David attended 54th Street 
Elementary and later Dorsey 
High School. Beginning 
piano studies as a toddler, he 
began studying the French 
horn at the age of eleven. He 
graduated with a B.A. in Music 
from UCLA where he enjoyed 
participating in many musi-
cal endeavors including the 
marching band. Some of his 
most cherished memories 
of those years were of the 
great times he shared with his 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity 
brothers, traveling with the 
band, and enjoying life in the 
vibrant city.

David’s prolific career as a 
respected and sought-after 
French hornist in the Los 
Angeles recording industry 
spanned over five decades 
beginning in the late 1950s. 
His distinguished career 
saw him performing across 
a multitude of genres on 
hundreds of recordings with 
such performers as Frank 
Sinatra, the Carpenters, 
John Denver, Sony and Cher, 
Quiet Riot, Prince, and many 
others. His motion picture 
work added to his enduring 
legacy, and included working 
with composers such as Bill 
Conti, John Williams, and 
Jerry Goldsmith. He especially 
enjoyed his 23 years perform-
ing in the Academy Awards 
orchestra, which was also en-
joyed by his wife as she loved 
seeing him in his tuxedo. He 
was a great advocate for his 
fellow musicians, a steadfast 
friend in the recording studio 
and out, and was most proud 
of the music they all created 
together.

David was a fun soul who 
took on many passions. He 
was an avid golfer, achieved 
Master status as a bridge 
player, loved hiking and 
fishing in the Sierra Nevada, 
cheering on the Bruins and 
the Dodgers, and more than 
all other pursuits, loved 
being a private pilot who 
flew dozens of missions for 
Angel Flight West during his 
retirement years. 

A loving father  and 
grandfather, David will be 
remembered for his sense-
of-humor, inquisitive mind, 
and above all, his faithfulness 
and loyalty to those he loved. 
No discussion about David 
would be complete with 
noting that food was his love 
language, reminding us that 
people who share food give 
you their heart.

His family wishes to thank 
his oncology team at Cedars 
Sinai for their kindness, com-
passion, and concern and his 
final team at Providence St. 
John’s for their care during 
his last days.

His departure comes as a 
great wound, and is deeply 
felt by his entire family and so 
many others who loved him 
in his communities. David’s 
private burial took place at 
Hillside Memorial. In the 
words of Rabbis Jack Reimer 
and Sylvan Kamens, “For as 
long as we live they too will 
live; for now they are a part 
of us, as we remember them.”

Marianne Karibian
Marianne Karibian (née 

Bauer) passed away peace-
fully in her home in Sherman 
Oaks in the early hours of Dec. 
16. She was 90 years old.

Marianne was born in the 
small town of Pirmasens, 
Germany, in 1934, where 
she lived with her parents 
and three brothers. Her early 
childhood was marked by 
wartime deprivation and 
hiding in the dark as bombs 
dropped on Pirmasens. After 
WWII, she had a son, Norbert, 
at the age of 19 and began an 
apprenticeship at a hair salon, 
which would be the founda-
tion of a longtime career as 
a hair stylist in Toronto and 
later in Los Angeles. While 
living in Toronto, she gave 
birth to her daughter, Lisa. 
The family moved to Sherman 
Oaks in 1967 and shortly 
afterward bought a house 
with a splendid view of the 
San Fernando Valley where 
she would live until her death.

Marianne worked for 60+ 
years at the prestigious Gene 
Shacove and Louis Michael 
hair salons in Beverly Hills. A 
devout Catholic, she regularly 
attended St. Francis de Sales 
church in Sherman Oaks and, 
after retiring, would attend 
mass there daily.

She loved to garden — her 
landscaping was widely ad-
mired in the hillside commu-
nity — and spend time with 
her family. She was kind and 
generous to all, and strived to 
follow the teachings of Jesus 
Christ throughout her life.

Marianne is succeeded by 
her son and daughter; her 
brother, Roland; her grand-
children, Lauren and Melissa; 
great grandchildren, Jackson 
and Julia; and “adopted” 
sister, Carol.

Marianne was laid to rest in 
Holy Cross Cemetery in Culver 
City, where she rejoined her 
husband, John, on Dec. 23.

Beverly Beyette 

Graber
Beverly Beyette Graber, 

age 91, passed away on 
December 20, 2024. Beverly 
is survived by her son, Brett 
Bennett, stepson David 
Graber, and David’s two 
children Emma and Nicolas 
Graber. In addition to being 
a loving and supportive 
member of her family, Beverly 
was also a distinguished jour-
nalist and author who, over 
many decades, interviewed 
luminaries such as Rosa 
Parks, the Beatles, Ronald 
and Nancy Reagan, Jimmy 
and Rosalyn Carter, and 
many others. Beverly Graber 
began her long journalistic 
career with The San Diego 
Union and then became a 
staff writer for over 30 years 
at The Los Angeles Times. 
Beverly wrote a column called 
“Around Town” and journeyed 
all around the world while 
writing for the Times’ travel 
section. She co-wrote the 
best-selling book “Brain Lock” 
with Dr. Jeffrey M. Schwartz 
for people who suffer from 
obsessive compulsive disor-
der. The book, first published 
in 1996 and updated in 2016, 
is still in print and has helped 
thousands.

Beverly loved to help 
others and contribute to her 
community. After retiring 
from the Times, she worked 
as a volunteer at the Getty 
Center, St. John’s Hospital, The 
Skirball Center, Los Angeles 
International Airport, and 
the Annenberg Community 
Beach House. Her family and 
friends will remember Beverly 
fondly as a classy, intelligent, 
and warm individual who 
touched the lives of many.

To place an obituary ad 
please go online to:

latimes.com/placeobituary

Robert Stephen 

Roth
Robert Stephen Roth, a 

Los Angeles businessman 
and philanthropist with 
a characteristically broad 
smile, an unbounded sense of 
optimism, and an unwavering 
strength, died on December 
19 at Hoag hospital in 
Newport Beach, California, 
at the age of 80 years old.

Bob grew up in Los 
A n g e l e s ,  a t t e n d i n g 
University High School and 
the University of California, 
Berkeley for undergraduate 
education before attend-
ing its school of law. After 
practicing law, Bob joined 
his father to help lead World 
Oil Corporation, a company 
founded in 1937 with the 
purchase of a single gas 
station on the corner of 
Florence and Normandie in 
South Central Los Angeles. 
Through the leadership of 
Bob and his brother Steve, 
the company grew beyond 
gas stations to incorporate 
recycling, oil refining and 
transportation businesses. In 
1987, well ahead of his time, 
Bob transformed World Oil 
into a leader in environmental 
sustainability through the 
acquisition of Demenno 
Kerdoon, now the largest 
recycling business of its kind 
in the western United States. 
Over the past several de-
cades, Bob and Steve steadily 
grew World Oil Company into 
one of the largest privately 
held companies in California.

Bob similarly devoted 
himself to his philanthropic 
efforts through his fam-
ily’s foundation. In part 
inspired by his successful 
heart transplant surgery in 
Los Angeles in 2007, Bob 
dedicated himself to heart 
health initiatives, serving as 
a long-time member of the 
board of Hoag Hospital and 
making transformational gifts 
to support Hoag’s Advanced 
Heart Failure Program, its 
endowed chair program, 
and the Georgia & Robert 
Roth Pavilion. He similarly 
endowed a wing at Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center in Los 
Angeles for research and 
treatment using advanced 
heart technologies. Bob 
was committed to sup-
porting a variety of other 
causes, including Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple, the Hoag 
Hospital Foundation, and 
the University of Southern 
California where he served 
on the Gould School of Law 
Board.

Despite his business 
success, Bob is perhaps best 
remembered for his warmth 
and kindness. From an early 
age, growing up as the mid-
dle son among three boys, 
Bob exuded a unique charm. 
His mother recognized this, 
so before approaching her 
intimidating mother-in-law’s 
home, she would send young 
Bob ahead to the doorstep 
where he would perform a 
tap dance and a song. He 
was irresistible, and he never 
failed to soften his usually 
stern grandmother, making 
it safe for the rest of the fam-
ily to enter. Bob’s off-tempo 
dancing and singing would 
continue until the very end 
of his life, and so would his 
natural ability to connect with 
others.

Bob’s grace, charm and 
unyielding optimism never 
faded. Even in the most chal-
lenging moments, he would 
beam his signature smile and 
declare with conviction that 
he would live to be 120—just 
as old as Moses. With all his 
strength and determination, 
it was hard not to help but 
believe he just might defy ex-
pectations, before ascending 
to his proverbial “gas station 
in the sky.”

Bob is survived by his 
wife Georgia,  brothers 
Steve and Richard, children 
Melissa (Triedman), Jennifer 
(Kaufman) and Andrew, 
stepsons Chris and Bill 
(Deuchar), and grandchildren 
who cherish and find solace 
in all the wonderful moments 
they shared with him.

Memorial services will 
be held on Sunday, January 
12th at 10:30 am at Wilshire 
Boulevard Temple, located at 
3663 Wilshire Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010. In lieu of 
flowers the family asks that 
donations be made to the 
Hoag Hospital Foundation 
in the name of Robert “Bob” 
Roth, www.hoaghospital-
foundation.org.

Share your loved one’s story. placeanad.latimes.com/obituaries

In partnership with

Stories live on. Tell theirs.

The family of a 50-year-
old man with mental health
issues who was shot and
killed by a Los Angeles
County sheriff ’s deputy at a
Valencia mall last year is su-
ing the department, alleging
the deputy failed to de-esca-
late the situation and call for
backup before the deadly
shooting. 

Relatives of Christopher
Mercurio allege in the law-
suit filed Wednesday that
sheriff ’s officials failed to
recognize that Mercurio was
having mental health issues
at the time of the Jan. 11,
2023, confrontation at West-
field Valencia Town Center. 

“Instead of deploying a
team that could de-escalate
the situation, or calling for
the Mental Evaluation
Team, they sent one single
officer to handle the situa-
tion,” the lawsuit states. 

Los Angeles County
Sheriff ’s Department offi-
cials did not immediately re-
spond to a request by The
Times for comment.

Body camera video of the
incident shows Deputy Lo-
rena Gonzalez responding
to the mall that night after
authorities received a call
about a transient sleeping
there, according to the law-
suit. 

Video previously released
by the Sheriff ’s Department
shows the incident quickly
escalated, with Mercurio
threatening Gonzalez after
she approaches him near a
parking lot. 

“I’m going to sleep right
here, so you can do what you
want to do,” Mercurio said.
“Either protecting the fan or
I’m going to f— destroy your
f— human being, under-
stand?”

Mercurio makes com-
ments about Iran and
China, and describes him-
self as “security for the whole
country” before appearing
to reach for Gonzalez. 

In the lawsuit, Mercurio’s
family asserts that it was
clear he was having mental
health issues. 

In the video, Mercurio
walks toward Gonzalez
while the deputy points her
handgun directly at him and
tells dispatchers she is in a
fight. Mercurio appears to
continue walking and then
reaches toward Gonzalez,
despite being told to stop.

“Get off me,” she is heard
saying in the video. “I’m go-
ing to shoot you, dude.”

“Shoot!” Mercurio is
heard saying, before Gonza-
lez fires her weapon twice.

Video shows that Mer-
curio continued walking
toward Gonzalez after the
first shot.

Mercurio was later pro-
nounced dead at a hospital.
Gonzalez was treated at a
hospital and released. 

The lawsuit asserts that
Mercurio was not armed at
the time and did not threat-
en Gonzalez.

“There was no possible
way ... [for Mercurio] to
cause any harm to Defend-
ant [Gonzalez],” the suit al-
leges. 

Mercurio’s family is seek-
ing an undisclosed amount
in damages.

Family sues over
fatal shooting by
sheriff’s deputy

Officer is accused of
failing to de-escalate
in 2023 confrontation
with mentally ill man.

By Salvador 

Hernandez

CHRISTOPHER 

MERCURIO was killed

at a mall in Valencia.

L.A. County Sheriff 's Department

The director of Santa
Clara County’s child welfare
agency, which drew intense
scrutiny after the fentanyl-
related death of a 3-month-
old infant that brought 
to light the agency’s trou-
bling practice of keeping
children in unsafe homes,
announced recently that he
is resigning.

Damion Wright, who be-
came director of the Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services several
months after the infant’s
death in May 2023, said in a
letter to his staff that 
the recent death of his 
father prompted his deci-
sion to accept another 
position in Southern Califor-
nia, the Mercury News
reported. 

Wright, who previously
served as assistant director
of the agency, which is re-
sponsible for investigating
allegations of child abuse
and neglect throughout the
county, said he believed it
had made significant strides
over the last year toward
“enhancing workplace prac-
tices that prioritize child
safety.”

“I firmly believe that by
adhering to the pathway for-
ward we have laid out for
safe children and safe com-
munities, we can continue to
uphold the safety of our 
vulnerable populations dur-
ing this transition and be-
yond,” Wright’s letter read in
part.

Santa Clara County Su-
pervisor Sylvia Arenas is-
sued a brief statement after
Wright’s announcement,
saying she wished him well
in his new job and that she
remains “committed to con-
tinue working with the
County’s Administration
and the Department of Fam-

ily and Children’s Services
on the reforms we started to-
gether.”

Wright’s resignation
comes roughly a year after
the agency came under the
eye of Bay Area News Group,
which launched an investi-
gation into the agency fol-
lowing the death of Phoenix
Castro, a 3-month-old infant
who died from ingesting a le-
thal dose of fentanyl and
methamphetamine in San
José.

The newspaper found
that hospital officials noti-
fied the child welfare agency
amid health concerns for
Phoenix. 

The baby had been expe-
riencing withdrawal symp-
toms related to her mother’s
drug use during preg-
nancy, the news group re-
ported.

Despite a warning from a
social worker who was al-
ready overseeing the case of
the couple’s two older chil-
dren, the welfare agency al-
lowed the infant to be sent
home.

Phoenix’s father, David
Castro, 38, is currently fac-
ing a felony child endanger-
ment charge in connection
with the case. 

The infant’s mother, Emi-
ly De La Cerda, 39, died four
months after her daughter’s
death, from a fentanyl over-
dose.

As part of its investiga-
tion, the news group found
other drug-related deaths of
infants. 

It also learned that a
state investigation of the lo-
cal welfare agency found
that Santa Clara County’s
legal team was often overrid-
ing recommendations from
social workers and supervi-
sors to remove children from
unsafe homes.

The legal team’s influ-
ence, the news group re-
ported, was part of the coun-
ty’s shift to keep children
with their families but also
placed children in harm’s
way.

Wright said in his letter
that his resignation will be
effective Jan. 17.

Santa Clara County
child welfare chief
says he will resign

The agency had 
faced scrutiny over
the fentanyl-related
death of a child.

By Ruben Vives
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and local resources for fed-

eral immigration enforce-

ment with certain narrow

exceptions,” the statement

said. “SB 54 does nothing,

however, to block federal

agencies from conducting

immigration enforcement

themselves. California will

continue to comply with all

applicable state and federal

laws, and we expect all local

law enforcement agencies to

do the same.”

Zachary Seidl, a spokes-

person for Bass, said the let-

ters are “wrong on public

safety and wrong on the law.”

“We will always act in the

best interests of the people

of Los Angeles,” Seidl said.

Bass has expressed sup-

port for a “sanctuary city”

law recently passed by the

L.A. City Council that for-

bids city employees and re-

sources from being involved

in federal immigration en-

forcement.

The law does not stop the

federal government from

carrying out mass deporta-

tions in the city, but it is in-

tended to signal that City

Hall is standing with Los An-

geles’ large immigrant popu-

lation.

Nora Vargas, chair of the

San Diego County Board of

Supervisors, who recently

announced she would not

serve a second term, said the

newly adopted board policy

to restrict the use of county

resources for federal immi-

gration enforcement was de-

veloped with “careful legal

review to ensure full compli-

ance with federal law.” 

“We will not allow local re-

sources to be used for ac-

tions that separate families,

harm community trust, or

divert critical resources

from addressing our most

pressing challenges,” Vargas

wrote in a statement to The

Times. “Immigration en-

forcement is a federal re-

sponsibility, and our

[county] will not be a tool for

policies that hurt our resi-

dents.”

San Diego County super-

visors recently passed a pol-

icy aimed at stopping jails

from working with federal

immigration officials. But

San Diego County Sheriff

Kelly Martinez said her of-

fice won’t comply with that

policy and would continue to

notify U.S. Immigration and

Customs Enforcement offi-

cials when some people not

authorized to be in the coun-

try are released from jails.

Times staff writer Dakota

Smith contributed to this

report.

Bonta calls letters 
targeting sanctuary
policies ‘scare tactic’
[Immigration, from B1]

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Ryan Sun

Moses Jones, right, laughs while being helped by Tim Jones, of the San Fernando Valley, during a Christ-
mas Day giveaway by the Open Your Heart volunteer group in downtown Los Angeles.

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Senior Associate - Audit Re-
sponsible for working with
members of the Audit dept
to execute all phases of au-
dit process including plan-
ning, substantive testing,
financial analysis, presenting
audit findings to manage-
ment. Frequent travel to cli-
ent sites in Los Angeles area.
Bachelor in Accounting, Eco-
nomics, Finance, Business, or
Mathematics. 2-yr experi-
ence in Public Accounting
and/or Auditing. Job Loca-
tion & Interview: Burbank,
CA. Mail résumé to People &
Culture, Miller Kaplan, 3900
W. Alameda Ave. Suite 2400,
Burbank, CA 91505. Refer-
ence #SENIO001075
Careers@millerkaplan.com

Employment

PHLEBOTOMY
CLASS

Allied Professional
Institute

562-808-2152
www.apiedu.net

Vocational Schools

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
FOR ARCHITECTURAL

SALVAGE
Three courtyard apartment
buildings available for sal-
vage of selected materials
and architectural building
features. Buildings are locat-
ed at 6700-6718 Selma Av-
enue and 1535-1555 Las Pal-
mas Avenue in Hollywood,
CA. Interested parties have
30 days from December 15,
2024, to contact the owner’s
representative. Inventories
of building features with
photographs are available
upon request. Contact Har-
ridge Development Group
at relocation@harridgede-
velopmentgroup.com. Pp

Residential Income
Property

Chinese
Antique

Cash paid all kinds of
Chinese antiques and
vintage costume jewelry.

626-377-8835

Antiques

M A R K E T P L A C E
latimes.com/placead To place an ad call 1.800.234.4444JOBS

Auto Mechanic Repair in-
stall and adjust auto related
issues. 40/hr/week 2/yr/
exp$59779/yr job site intw
Costa Mesa CA send this and
resm to Herbs Garage 242
Victoria St Costa Mesa CA
92627 attn: Daron.

Director, Internal Audit
sought by DH Dental Em-
ployment Services, LLC in
Brea, CA: Maintain & culti-
vate relationships w/ the
appropriate levels of mgmt
& understand the key fac-
tors & risks impacting the
bus. < 25% domestic & int’l
travel req. Hybrid work is
permitted. When not work-
ing from home, must report
to Brea, CA office. $223,704
- $250,000/yr. Actual com-
pensation packages take
into acct a wide range of fac-
tors that are unique to each
candidate. Email resumes
to recruitment-us@
envistaco.com. Must ref job
code CA0118DL.

Applications Programmer
Java sought by ICU Medi-
cal, Inc. in San Clemente,
CA: Elicit, analyze, & im-
plmt reqmts gathered from
change request system for
supply chain & mfg systems.
Remote work from any-
where w/in the US permit-
ted. < 5% Domestic & int’l
travel reqd. $120,106.00
- $148,350.00/yr. Send re-
sume to: humanresources@
icumed.com Must ref:
CA0707TH.

(JC11) Sr. Security Anlyst -
MS/equiv & coursewrk in: DB
Systs, Anlysis of Algorthms,
Foundtions of AI, Applied
Natural Languag Processing,
Foundtions & Applictions
of Data Mining, Softwar
Mngmnt & Economcs, &
Info. Retrieval & Web Search
Engines. $125,590.00/yr.
Position requires travel /
relocation to various unan-
ticipated U.S. locations. Send
résumé w/JC# to Saviynt,
Inc. 1301 E El Segundo Blvd,
Ste D, El Segundo, CA 90245

Line Express, Inc, Buena
Park, CA, seeks accounting
officer. make the financial
statements & tax returns,
analyze operations for fu-
ture revenues and expenses,
run acctg & data processing
systems, advise mgmt. on
finance and acctg; $61,526
per year. Send resume to
HR 6980 Aragon Circle #3,
Buena Park, CA 90620.

ByteDance Inc, Expense
Management Accountant
(Mult.Pos.), Culver City, CA.
Understand & follow the
company’s expense & reim-
bursement policies domes-
tically & internationally. Sal-
ary Range: $91200 - $160445
per year. To apply & info. on
benefits offered visit:
jobs.bytedance.com/en/ &
type Job ID A30771 in search
bar. Contact
lpresumes@bytedance.com
if you have difficulty apply-
ing.

Employment

Sr. AR Designer, R&D (6)
sought by Snap Inc. (Santa
Monica, CA) *Hybrid work
permitted - Snap practices a
“default together” approach
& expects team members
to work in Santa Monica ofc
at least 80% of time (avg 4
days/wk). Set up new pro-
cesses around A/B testing of
new use cases of AR Lenses.
Base salary: $202,000-
$303,000/yr. Eligible for
discretionary performance-
based bonus award. Eligible
for equity in form of RSUs.
Our Benefits: https://
careers.snap.com/benefits.
Email Resume: apply2snap@
snap.com. Ref. Job Code
#SARDRD6-1124-AK. EOE.

Dentist (Chino Hills, CA). Per-
form general dentist duties.
Doctor of Dental Surgery,
Dental Medicine, or related
plus CA dentist license.
$105,955/yr. Resumes to:
Robert M Kim DDS A Den-
tal Corporation, 4665 Chino
Hills Pkwy #D, Chino Hills,
CA 91709

Dentist (Corona, CA). Per-
form general dentist duties.
Doctor of Dental Surgery,
Dental Medicine, or related
plus CA dentist license.
$105,955/yr. Resumes to:
Wong and Pham DDS Inc.,
3811 Bedford Canyon Rd
#105, Corona, CA 92883

Cook: Japanese rest., mail
resume attn.: Erika/V.P., Su-
shi King, 1330 Wilshire Blvd.,
Santa Monica, CA 90403.

Cloud Engineer: Support
cloud infrastructure services’
configuration/operation.
Reqs Bachelor in CS, CIS,
IT or rltd tech field w/2 yrs
rltd technical exp. Must be
authorized to work F/T in
US without employer spon-
sor. Pay scale $123,243.08-
$165,946.67/yr. May work
remotely. Employer loca-
tion: Los Angeles CA. Email
resume with “ref. cb52” in
subject field to University of
Southern California,
ITSRes@usc.edu

Head Sushi Chef (Westlake
Village, CA). Oversee plan-
ning and preparation of
Japanese cuisine. 2 yrs exp
req’d. $64,938/yr. Resumes
to: TOMO Holding Inc., 2779
Agoura Rd, Westlake Village,
CA 91361

BUSINESS
Netflix, Inc. is accepting
resumes for the following
positions in Los Angeles,
CA: Global Brand Produc-
tion Manager (Ref 7765463)
Leads all stages of the
production process includ-
ing creative development,
planning, pre and post, and
global rollout. Hybrid posi-
tion with work in office and
at home. The wage range for
this position is $ 211,994 – $
360,000 per year. Email re-
sume to:
USresumes@netflix.com.
Must include Ref. code. No
phone calls please. EOE.
www.netflix.com/

Employment

CAYS, Inc. in El Segundo, CA
is seek’g a Systems Engineer
to research, dsgn & dvlp
computer & network SW &
company’s spclized utility
prgrms. Job duties are proj-
based @ unanticipated sites
w/in U.S. Relo may be req’d
@ proj. end. Salary $176,134/
yr. WFH may be avail de-
pending on proj. must be
able to commute to project-
site. Send resumes to:
hr@cayscorp.com

Highly Secure Healthcare
AI/ML Engineer – Buena
Park, CA Requirements:
Bachelor’s/Master’s in Com-
puter Science
3+ years AI/ML experience in
Federal healthcare systems.
Responsibilities: Develop
highly secure digital health
AI/ML solutions.
Expertise in Federal Enter-
prise Architecture, FIPS cryp-
tography, VA 6500 Cyberse-
curity More details at
Please send resumes to:
info@drkumo.com

China United Transport, Inc.
has opening for Market Re-
search Analyst in City of In-
dustry, CA. Research & ana-
lyze business data & perform
financial analysis. Must have
master’s degree in Market-
ing, business, international
affairs or related field with
advanced skills with Excel,
tableau, Stata and other sta-
tistical software. $67,413.00/
year. Email Resume to
admin@cutrans.com.

ByteDance Inc, HR Opera-
tions Improvement Leader
(Mult.Pos.), Culver City, CA.
Lead, partner, & consult in
the development, imple-
mentation, & integration
of HR strategies, programs,
processes, policies, & proce-
dures. Requires internation-
al travel up to 50%. Salary
Range: $204568 - $209380
per year. To apply & info. on
benefits offered visit: jobs.
bytedance.com/en/ & type
Job ID A143989 in search
bar. Contact lpresumes@
bytedance.com if you have
difficulty applying.

TikTok U.S. Data Security Inc.,
Data Analyst – USDS (Mult.
Pos.), Culver City, CA. Design
& perform data analysis that
uncovers content & user
insights necessary for mak-
ing key business decisions.
Salary Range: $101080 -
$168889 per year. To apply
& info. on benefits offered
visit: careers.tiktok.com &
type Job ID A94816 in search
bar. Contact lpresumes@
tiktokusds.com if you have
difficulty applying.

AECOM Technical Services
Inc. has multiple openings
for a Civil Engineer IV in Or-
ange, CA. Develop hydrol-
ogy models using flood con-
trol agency methodologies.
Calculate hydraulic capaci-
ties and designs for under-
ground pipes facilities, open
channels, drainage inlets,
ditches, and roadways per
Caltrans’ standards or flood
control agency standards.
May telecommute. Offered
rate of compensation (Cali-
fornia locations only) will be
based on individual educa-
tion, qualifications, experi-
ence, and work location. The
salary range for this position
is $131,040.00– $203,508.00.
To apply: Email resumes at
AECOM_Resume@aecom.
com. Please refer to Job
#A984.2303.4.

Science Teacher (Los An-
geles, CA): Teach the fun-
damentals of science to
high school grade students
including Advanced Place-
ment Biology, General Sci-
ence, and extra help classes.
$67,700-$83,000/yr. Email
resumes to: HR, Le Lycee
Francais de Los Angeles,
employment@lyceela.org.

Editor: BA in Journalism
req’d. 40 hrs/wk. Pay:
$60,000/yr. Mail/email re-
sume: Vazq Communica-
tions, Inc. - 655 N. Central
Ave., #1760, Glendale, CA
91203 vazqcomm@gmail.
com

Farmers Group (Woodland
Hills, CA) seeks Agile Devel-
oper V to contribute to de-
velopment/design/testing &
deployment of system func-
tionality. Must have GW Cer-
tifiedAce - PolicyCenter Con-
figuration & GW Certified
Specialist - InsuranceSuite
Integration certs. Remote
work option w/req. travel to
local offices as needed, if w/
in 50 mi. of remote worksite.
Salary: $176,134/yr. Apply at
Farmers.com/Careers, Job
ID: 27023

Employment

Accordion Partners, LLC
(Santa Monica, CA) seeks
VP, Strategic Finance to dvlp
finc’l & anlytc modls to drive
opratnl & trnsctnl insights.
Reqs MS (US or frgn equiv)
in Busnss, Finance, Econom-
ics or a rltd field +4yrs of exp
in job offrd or in a rltd role
or BS (US or frgn equiv) in
Busnss, Finance, Economics
or a rltd field +6yrs of exp in
job offrd or in a rltd role. All
of reqd exp must have incl’d
exp w/bldng dynmc dash-
brds to track Key Prfrmnce
Indcatrs (KPIs); budgtng &
forecastng; producng data-
drivn modls to aid compa-
nies w/predctng cash flow
needs, optmzng the mgmt
of receivables, payables,
invntry, & short / long term
debt; creatng & runnng finc’l
modls in excel for company
budgtng, wrkng captl / cash
flow anlys, & long-range
stratgic & finc’l plannng;
prodcng stratgc finc’l plans
to guide clnt orgs’ growth
over multi-yr horizon; utlzng
advncd Excel tchnqs incl
Pivot Tables & Power Query
to automate data collectn,
procsing, & presntatn; &
creatng & utlzng data pre-
sentatn / formattng tchnqs
to visualize cmplx finc’l data
effectively, highlight key
trends &variances, & ensre
clear & impactful presentatn
& easy intrpretatn. Pos reqs
domstc travel 20% of the
time. Role entails hybrid wrk
w/time split btwn wrkng in
our Santa Monica, CA offce
& flexblty to telecommute
from anothr US locatn. Sal-
ary: $204,000 - $210,000/
year. Apply online at https://
www.accordion.com/
careers/current-openings.
Ref #JL46

Fear For Breakfast has open-
ings for Finance Managers in
El Monte, CA. Reqs US Bach-
elor in Business, Accounting,
or Business Administration.
Maintain financial reports.
Prepare/review financial
statements. Conduct fi-
nancial analysis & provide
recommendations to man-
agement on financial plan-
ning & budgeting. Ensure
compliance with accounting
standards & regulatory re-
quirements. Email resume to
fearforbreakfast.jobs@
outlook.comwith ref # 2024-
19 & ref this ad

C2PM Seeks Traction Power
Engineer. Must have MS in
Electrical Engineering, Tech-
nology Management, or
related. Work Site: Mission
Viejo, CA. Apply:
Shereen@c2pm.com

Principal R&D Engineer (Va-
lencia, CA)– Responsible
for improving/controlling
design & manufacturability
of implantable neurological
devices. May require to trav-
el/telecommute. $76,066
to $146,259 per year. Send
resumes to: Susan Cardinal,
Boston Scientific,
GlobalTalentAcq@bsci.com.
Ref: H4872-00869 EOE

Principal Systems Engi-
neer (Culver City, CA):
Maintain/manage Corp
Global Messaging Services
& ITPS (Production) Infra-
structures hosted on MS
O36/Exchange/ InTune/
Teams/SMTP & other Msg/
Collab tech. Support Infra-
structure func incl problem
determination/resolution/
tech sol dvlpmt/policies/
procedures/proc govern-
ing use/op of global Msg
infrastructure assets. Man-
age outages/ID root cause/
resolve Msg issues w/i al-
lowed svc levels. Manage
Msg capacity/Msg utiliza-
tion stats to planner. Man-
age after hours/on-call sup-
port. Anticip. base salary w/i
range of $140,358-$167,000/
yr. 40 hrs/wk. Req: BS in IT/
Engrg/ComptrSci, or foreign
equiv +5 yrs progress post-
BS exp in job offrd or msg
infrastructure environ. Email
resume: pando@spe.sony.
com, Ref: SYSENG05. Sony
Pictures Entertainment,
10202 W. Washington Blvd,
Cohn Bldg, 1-1207, Culver
City, CA 90232. Allows some
WFH flex, schedule apprvd
by mgr. Must be able to
work onsite as req’d. Princi-
pals only. US work auth req’d
if hired. EOE.

Employment

Management: InfineonTech-
nologies Americas Corp.
seeks a Sr Specialist Project
Mngmnt (El Segundo, CA)
to work on prod. dev. pro-
jcts w/in a global team w/
diffrnt dev. areas for the PSS
org. Reqs a bach dgr in Elec
Engg, Intl Reltns, Banking &
Fin, or rltd fld & 2 yrs of exp.
leading prjcts & prjct teams.
Mst hve the fllwng exp: Proj.
mgmt in mixed signal IC
or power conversion; Col-
labrtng w/ the proj. owner,
techncl lead, & sr. mgmt;
Cross functnl alignmnts;
IC Design; & Mangng crisis
situatns & conflcts. Must
have a forml PM cert, incl.
IPMA, PMI, PMD, PJM, PRMP,
or PRMT. Slry Rng: $109,470-
$120,417/yr. Lcl telecmmtng
permttd up to 2 dys/wk. 5%
domstc, 5% intl travel reqd.
Email resumes to:
JobApplication@infineon.
com ref. job code LAT127
when applying.

Senior Manager of Corpo-
rate Strategy. Requirements:
Master’s Degree in Business
Administration plus 1 year
progressive postgraduate
experience. Rosendin Elec-
tric Inc., San Jose, CA. Re-
sume to mchonko@
rosendin.com

Consular Affairs Officer.
$56,430/yr. LA, CA. Req: BA
in Eng., Comm., or other
rel. field, or foreign equiv.,
& 2 yrs. of exp. in any pos.
directly related to consular
matters (e.g. Consular Off.
or Sec. of Consular Section).
Apply: Royal Thai Consulate-
General, LA. 611 N.
Larchmont Blvd. 2nd Fl. Los
Angeles, CA 90004

Logistics Assistants: Req. BA/
BS in Bus. Admin., Supply
Chain, or Rel.Wage: $56,555/
YR Mail resume: CGETC, Inc.
18400 San Jose Ave City of
Industry, CA 91748

IT
City National Bank has
multiple job opptys
for Data Sr Engr, REF#
7726294 -$175,698.00/yr to
$185,000.00/yr; VP, Fraud
Opt – Data Anlys Lead, REF#
8050539 -$101,231.00/yr to
$172,355.00/yr. Above job
opptys may wrk from our
HQ office in Los Angeles, CA
or reside anywhere in the US
& wrk remotely from home.
May wrk at other US locatns
not prsntly known. Email re-
sume w/Ref# to
TalentAcquisition@cnb.com.
Must be legally auth to work
in the US w/o spnsrshp. EOE

Graphic Designer (Job Site:
Vernon, CA), Pol Clothing,
Inc. Salary: $47k/yr. B.A.
req’d. Resume to 4920 S.
Soto St., Vernon, CA 90058

Massumi + Consoli LLP seeks
Sr. Associate, M&A for Los
Angeles, CA. JD or equiv deg
& lic. to practice in CA. 6 yrs
exp in M&A. Must have exp
w/: pvt equity clients; draft-
ing & negotiating cmplx
trnsct docs; due diligence
on trnsct’ns of $10-50 mill;
mngng acquis., divestitures,
carveouts, JV, & minority
investments; provid spprt
to companies for add-on
acquis. or dispo. Slry range
$390,000-$435,000. Resume
to admin@mcllp.com

TikTok Inc, Creator Strategy
Manager (Mult.Pos.), Culver
City, CA. Analyze current
challenges impacting cre-
ator perception & define key
success metrics. Internation-
al travel up to 25% required.
Salary Range: $125400 -
$235980 per year. To apply &
info. on benefits offered visit:
careers.tiktok.com & type
Job ID A204816A in search
bar. Contact lpresumes@
tiktok.com if you have diffi-
culty applying.

Deloitte Consulting LLP
seeks a Consulting, Manager
in Los Angeles, California
& various unanticipated
Deloitte office locations
& client sites nationally to
manage software develop-
ment and implementation
information technology
projects and services to ad-
dress manufacturing, fi-
nancial, human resources,
customer relationship
management, supply chain,
and other business needs
throughout the enterprise,
utilizing SAP products. 50%
travel required nationally.
Telecommuting permitted.
Annual Salary: $131,175.00
- $218,625.00. To apply visit
apply.deloitte.com. Enter
XB25C109081 in “Search
jobs” field. EOE, including
disability/veterans.

Employment

Associate Producer Needed:
Send resumes to The Whole
Spiel LLC, 1800 North High-
land Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90028. Job is located in Los
Angeles. Salary ranges from
$66,373-$67,000 per year.

Planner-Demand sought
by ICU Medical, Inc. in San
Clemente, CA: Dvlp demand
forecasts (operational fore-
casts) at multiple levels of
aggregation for multiple
time horizons as part of a
demand planning function.
Hybrid work is permitted.
When not working from
home, must report to San
Clemente, CA office. < 5%
domestic travel reqd per yr.
$72,883.00 - $99,975.00/yr.
Send resume to:
humanresources@icumed.
comMust ref: CA0117DC

Office Clerk: Organize re-
cord of office work. Answer
phones and take messages.
No. Exp. Req’d. Resume to
TOMAS GLOBAL INC. 3435
WILSHIRE BLVD. 14TH FLOOR
A21, Los Angeles, CA 90010

Jeffrey Jaeger seeks Nanny
in Los Angeles, CA: Requires
daily travel to assist in get-
ting children to/from school,
extracurricular activities;
engaging the children in
constructive activities; keep
household organized/clean.
Requires Red Cross certifica-
tion in Advanced Child Care
Training, Adult, Child & Baby
First Aid/CPR/AED training,
Babysitting Basics, & Water
Safety. Rate of Pay: $27/Per
Hour. Email RaeWeiss:
rimpaujobs@gmail.com

Music Ctr needs Instructor,
Music Theory & Practice to
teach full range of student
music classes. Req: BA inMu-
sic Performance, Music Ed.,
or rel., 1 yr. exp. as Teaching
Asst., Guitar Instr., or a rel.
Exp. must include. usingmu-
sic SW such as Sibelius, IZo-
tope, Pro Tools, Logic Pro X,
Ableton, & IReal Pro. Salary
range $57,825 - $60K. Job-
site: San Marino, CA. Work
Auth. req’d. Send resume
to: sanmarinomusiccenter@
gmail.com. Principals only.

Merchandise Specialist (Los
Angeles, CA) Performmarket
research for fashion prod-
ucts. Associate’s in merchan-
dise marketing or related.
$48,693/yr. Resumes to :
NOEWE Inc. 1165 1/5 Crock-
er St, Los Angeles, CA 90021

GoElite, Inc. seeks Marketing
Specialist. Salary $48,693/yr.
Bach. in Bus., Mkt. Research
or related req’d. Conduct
mkt research & create mk-
ting campaigns. Work site:
Pasadena, CA. E-mail re-
sume to:
xiaocheng@goelite.us.

Senior QC Manager (Los
Angeles, CA): Supp. the
dvlpmnt of category/com-
modity QC standards &
enforce their app. w/in QC
& QA processes. Mng. 3rd
Party QC Inspection Serv.
providers & QC inspection
s./w. utilization & report-
ing. Mng. & oversee repack
process & completion in all
areas where fruit is received
& stored. Min. req.: Bach.’s
deg. in Agricultural Engr. or
foreign equiv. Mail resumes
to: HR Dept., 2301 E 7th St,
Unit C200, Los Angeles, CA
90023.

Guild Capital Management
LLC (SantaMonica, CA) seeks
COO. Reqs MBA from top 10
biz school as ranked by Finc’l
Times, US News or othr com-
prble rankng authrty +3yrs
exp in pos offrd, anothr COO
pos, or in stratgy consultng
roles of increasng resp at
top-tier stratgy consltng
firm (e.g., McKinsey). All reqd
exp mustv incld either (1)
overseeing all operat’l actv-
ties of a busnss as COO or
(2) leadng clnt case teams,
at top-tier stratgy consultng
firm, on prjcts rltd to over-
seeing all operat’l actvties
of a busnss; & add’tlly must
have exp w/ dirctly mngng
& bldng, or maintng high-
prfmng team; streamlining
busnss operatns prcesses by
emplyng diagnstcs, prcess
rvws, & LEAN (or equiv)
methds; & leadng stratgc
busnss planng & forecastng
w/ focus on long-term grwth
& profitblty. #LI-DNI. Ap-
prx10% domstc & int’l travel
reqd. Salary $250,000/yr. E-
mail res to:
careers@guildcap.com

Manager, Analysis and Evalu-
ation needed. Send resumes
to Larta Institute, 1149 S. Hill
St. Ste 900, Los Angeles, CA
90015 Job is located in Los
Angeles. Salary ranges from
$88,837-$90,000 per year.

Employment
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Senior Software Engineer
- Backend Development,
full-time (Multiple open-
ings) sought by U.S. Bank in
Irvine, CA. Duties: Respon-
sible for the development
of a programmable software
solutions leveraging cutting
edge technologies and open
source solutions (open API
integration, Test automa-
tion, etc.). Must have Bach
degree or equiv in Comp Sci-
ence, Comp Eng, or Electron-
ics and Instrumentation Eng
and 5 yrs rel (progressive,
post-baccalaureate) exp in
Backend Development. To
apply go to https://careers.
usbank.com or email
recruiting.excellence@
usbank.com, include job
req. #2024-0027238 in sub-
ject line. Salary: $120,106 to
$182,900/year.

Senior User Experience
Researcher sought by Au-
ditBoard, Inc. in Cerritos,
CA to help build & shape
our discovery & research
process. Req.: MS/for equiv
+ 3 yr. exp. Telecommuting
permitted, 5% domestic
travel req’d. $124k - $159k.
Resumes to: careers@
auditboard.com. Must ref:
RD-24.

3Key Consulting, Inc. in Simi
Valley, CA is seek’g a Regula-
tory Project Manager to dvlp
detailed proj. plans, man-
age all aspects of scope re-
sources & timeline & execute
critical tasks, milestones &
deadlines. Salary: $102,731/
yr. No trvl. No telecom.
Job duties are proj-based
@ unanticipated sites w/
in U.S. Relo may be req’d @
proj. end. Send resumes to:
hr@3keyconsulting.com.

Psychologist, CF for CA
Dept of Corrections and
Rehabilitation (Multiple
Positions Avail.) Applies
psychological knowledge
and techniques to the prob-
lems of mental and develop-
mental disabilities in adult
offenders in a correctional
facility or clinic. Doctorate of
Psychology & CA Psycholo-
gist License OR ability to ob-
tain licensure w/in 4 yrs req.
Job location is CA Correc-
tional Institution in Tehacha-
pi, CA. To apply, send Form
STD 678 (located at https://
jobs.ca.gov/pdf/std678.pdf )
to CCHCSVisa@cdcr.ca.gov.
Indicate“CCI Psychologist” in
subject line. $9,335 - $13,531
per month.

A&J Capital, Inc. seeks Proj-
ect Mgmt. Specialist. Salary
$88,109/yr. Mstrs. in Engi-
neering or rel. reqd. Risk
mgmt, progress tracking,
budget mgmt. Work site:
Alhambra, CA. Mail resume
to: 1609W. Valley Blvd. #328,
Alhambra, CA 91803.

Employment

Meta Platforms, Inc. (f/k/a
Facebook, Inc.) has the
following positions in Los
Angeles, CA Software En-
gineer, Systems: Research,
design, develop, build and
test operating systems-level
software, compilers, and
network distribution soft-
ware for large distributed
components that run Face-
book. NO. (ref. code REQ-
2410-143342: $169,442/year
- $200,200/year).
Individual pay is determined
by skills, qualifications,
experience, and location.
Compensation details listed
in this posting reflect the
base salary only, and do
not include bonus or equity
or sales incentives, if appli-
cable. In addition to base
salary, Meta offers benefits.
Learn more about benefits
at Meta at this link: https://
www.metacareers .com/
facebook-life/benefits. For
full information & to apply
online, visit us at the fol-
lowing website http://www.
metacareers.com/jobs &
search using the ref code(s)
above.

TECHNICAL
Netflix, Inc. is accepting
resumes for the following
positions in Los Angeles,
CA: Software Engineer (Ref
7592034) Designing and
implementing robust, scal-
able, and high-performance
backend systems using Java
technologies. Hybrid posi-
tion with work in office and
at home. The wage range
for this position is $102,357
– $720,000 per year. Email
resume to:
USresumes@netflix.com.
Must include Ref. code. No
phone calls please. EOE.
www.netflix.com/

TECHNICAL
Netflix, Inc. is accepting
resumes for the following
positions in Los Angeles,
CA: Data Analyst, Produc-
tion Finance Operations and
Innovation (Ref: 7773717)
Responsible for strategic
analysis, reporting, and
presentations for Produc-
tion Finance Leadership.
Hybrid position with work
in office and at home. The
wage range for this position
is $151,694 – $240,000 per
year. Email resume to:
USresumes@netflix.com.
Must include Ref. code. No
phone calls please. EOE.
www.netflix.com/

Deloitte Tax LLP seeks a Tax
Senior in Costa Mesa, CA to
assist clients w/ fundamen-
tal tax planning & analysis,
work to understand com-
pany-specific business & tax
issues & identify & mitigate
risk areas. Approx. 10% do-
mestic travel required. Sala-
ry: $77,700.00 - $144,300.00/
yr. To apply visit
https://apply.deloitte.com/.
Enter XA25FT9071 in ‘Search
jobs” field. EOE, including
disability/veterans.

Employment
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Good Sensitive peopleModerate Unhealthful for: All Not Available

South Coast Air Quality Management District forecasts air quality

Air quality

Today in Southern California Today in North America

5-day forecasts
High/low temperatures are average forecasts for entire zone.

L.A. Basin Valleys Beaches Mountains Deserts

Surf and sea
POINT CONCEPTION TO MEXICO

California cities*

Tides

Almanac

UV index

Sun and moon

L.A. Outer Harbor, in feet.

County Height Period Direction Temp

Saturday Downtown readings

Minutes to burn for sensitive people

Temperature Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura*

Today’s rise/set

Jan. 13 Jan. 21Jan. 6Dec. 30

Los Angeles Co. Orange Co. Ventura Co.

VENTURA CO.

LOS ANGELES CO.

RIVERSIDE CO.

SAN BERNARDINO CO.

SANTA
BARBARA CO.

SAN DIEGO CO.

ORANGE CO.

Santa
Barbara

Ventura

Oxnard

Ojai

Camarillo

Santa Paula

Westlake
Village Woodland

Hills

Santa Monica

Torrance

Long
Beach Newport

Beach

Santa Ana

Laguna
Beach San

Clemente

Mission Viejo

Irvine

Oceanside

Escondido

Poway

Ramona

San Diego

Temecula

Hemet Palm
Springs

Fullerton

Chino
Riverside

Ontario

Pomona/
Fairplex San Bernardino

Yucca Valley

Hesperia

Whittier
Hills

UCLA

Simi Valley
Chatsworth

Burbank Monrovia

Santa Clarita

L.A. Downtown

Key: Su sunny; Pc partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
foggy; Prcp precipitation; Dr drizzle; Hz hazy Sh
showers; Ts thunderstorms; R rain; Sn snow; Sf
snow flurries; I ice; Rs rain/snow; W windy; Tr
trace. Notes: National extremes exclude Alaska
and Hawaii. * - data estimated.
Saturday’s readings as of 2 p.m.

U.S. cities

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky

World

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Hi Lo

Sun 6:58a/4:53p 6:56a/4:52p 7:03a/4:56p
Moon 6:09a/3:39p 6:07a/3:38p 6:14a/3:42p

Mostly cloudy 64/47

High clouds 70/50

Sunny 75/49

High clouds 75/53

Breezy 66/49

High clouds 69/49

Mostly sunny 72/50

Mostly cloudy 76/48

Clouds, sun 60/46

Some sun 67/48

Sunny 70/49

High clouds 70/49

Mostly sunny 55/26

High clouds 54/21

Mostly sunny 60/25

Clouding up 59/26

Mostly sunny 78/51

High clouds 74/49

Mostly sunny 74/50

Some sun 78/52

Mostly sunny Partly sunny; cool Mostly sunny; warm Mostly sunnyPartly sunny; cool

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Today

Inner waters: Wind northwest 5-10
knots, becoming west at 10-20
knots. Seas 5-10 feet. Swell west 6
feet at 15 seconds.

Surf zone: The risk for strong and
dangerous rip currents is high at all
area beaches.

Santa Barbara 3-6’ 15 sec W 56
Ventura 6-10’ 15 sec W 56
Los Angeles 4-8’ 15 sec W 59
Orange 2-4’ 14 sec SW 59
San Diego 4-7’ 15 sec W 61

Today 7:23a 6.1 Hi 12:59a 2.5 Lo

9:34p 3.5 Hi 2:54p -0.8 Lo

Mon. 7:59a 6.3 Hi 1:36a 2.5 Lo

10:09p 3.6 Hi 3:29p -1.0 Lo

High/low 64/52 64/53 55/49
Normal high/low 67/48 68/45 66/44
High/low a year ago 67/51 69/52 64/50
Record high/date 87/1919 82/2017 85/1956
Record low/date 34/2020 33/2003 33/1966

24-hour total (as of 2 p.m.) 0.00 0.00 0.00
Season total (since Oct. 1) 0.16 0.03 0.44
Last season (Oct. 1 to date) 2.45 1.86 5.05
Season norm (Oct. 1 to date) 3.50 2.87 4.14
Humidity (high/low) 93/77 39/28 100/77

Precipitation Los Angeles Fullerton Ventura*
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San Francisco, 60
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Forecasts by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

High 91 in McAllen, Texas Low 2 in Daniel, Wyo.

Saturday* Today Saturday* Today

Albany 36 20 .04 49 46 R
Albuquerque 55 32 -- 59 37 Su
Anchorage 25 21 -- 16 13 Su
Aspen 35 23 .08 44 24 Sn
Atlanta 58 47 .55 66 48 R
Austin 82 62 .25 74 49 Su
Baltimore 49 39 .65 62 49 R
Boise 45 39 .42 48 29 R
Boston 43 33 .14 49 45 R
Bufalo 57 40 .03 58 40 R
Burlington, Vt. 43 15 .02 48 42 R
Charleston, S.C. 73 49 .02 70 53 R
Charlotte 50 41 .37 65 46 R
Chicago 51 47 .16 44 33 R
Cincinnati 60 51 Tr 60 41 R
Cleveland 60 48 .02 62 39 R
Columbia, S.C. 60 47 .29 67 48 R
Columbus 61 47 .01 62 41 R
Dallas/Ft.Worth 62 56 .22 69 52 Pc
Denver 51 25 .01 59 38 Pc
Detroit 57 44 .03 51 37 R
El Paso 67 48 -- 70 44 Pc
Eugene 54 47 .52 51 41 R
Fort Myers 81 67 .17 76 67 Ts
Hartford 45 28 .08 47 42 R
Honolulu 82 67 .09 82 71 Sh
Houston 80 67 .54 71 54 Su
Indianapolis 59 49 .07 55 39 R
Jacksonville, Fla. 78 60 .04 73 58 Ts
Kansas City 52 35 .01 51 35 Pc
Knoxville 57 50 .53 63 47 R
Las Vegas 62 44 -- 66 46 Su
Louisville 61 55 -- 64 45 R
Medford 49 46 .38 51 34 R
Memphis 66 50 2.63 61 46 Pc
Miami 81 73 .12 77 70 Ts
Milwaukee 53 45 .10 44 34 R
Minneapolis 46 34 .41 38 29 Pc
Nashville 65 55 .07 62 47 Sh
New Orleans 74 67 .27 71 53 Su
New York 53 40 .49 57 53 R
Norfolk 74 45 -- 70 55 Cy
Oklahoma City 59 43 Tr 64 43 Pc
Omaha 53 30 -- 49 31 Pc
Orlando 75 64 .02 76 64 Ts
Philadelphia 49 35 .51 63 51 Cy
Phoenix 71 45 -- 75 48 Pc
Pittsburgh 64 46 .03 62 42 R
Portland, Ore. 55 48 .21 50 42 R
Providence 47 26 .05 51 48 R
Raleigh/Durham 66 45 .02 69 50 R
Reno 59 43 .03 52 27 Sh
Richmond 53 43 .07 69 52 R
St. Louis 59 42 .04 57 41 R
Salt Lake City 48 39 .15 54 30 Sh

Acapulco 84 67 -- 85 67 Su
Amsterdam 47 34 .12 47 44 Cy
Athens 50 41 .17 52 43 Pc
Bangkok 88 76 -- 88 70 Su
Barcelona 57 39 -- 58 40 Su
Berlin 48 27 -- 37 33 Cy
Cabo San Lucas 77 54 -- 82 55 Su
Cairo 64 52 -- 67 52 Su
Dubai 82 65 -- 80 66 Hz
Dublin 48 45 Tr 50 46 Cy
Havana 81 71 .02 80 68 Ts
Ho Chi Minh City 90 75 .13 90 71 Pc
Hong Kong 62 57 -- 66 57 Hz
Istanbul 48 41 .36 48 43 Sh
Jerusalem 51 45 -- 57 43 Pc
Johannesburg 76 64 .17 78 60 Ts
Kuala Lumpur 90 76 .21 91 75 Ts
Lima 76 66 -- 75 66 Cy
London 43 39 Tr 49 43 Sh
Madrid 52 30 -- 54 27 Su
Mecca 84 63 -- 84 64 Su
Mexico City 74 44 -- 72 42 Su
Montreal 28 16 .03 40 37 R
Moscow 31 28 .09 35 32 Cy
Mumbai 86 75 -- 88 75 Hz
New Delhi 61 56 .01 64 48 Hz
Paris 43 30 -- 40 35 Cy
Prague 41 21 -- 37 27 Hz
Rome 58 36 -- 58 36 Su
Seoul 34 19 -- 43 31 Pc
Singapore 87 78 -- 89 77 Ts
Taipei City 60 55 -- 66 52 W
Tokyo 48 37 .05 55 38 Su
Vancouver 52 43 .35 45 41 R
Vienna 46 28 -- 41 27 Su

Seattle 49 44 .37 45 41 R
Tampa 79 67 .08 74 66 Ts
Tucson 70 39 -- 79 44 Pc
Tulsa 56 46 .01 63 43 Pc
Washington, D.C. 51 42 .55 65 52 R
Wichita 58 37 -- 61 38 Pc

SATURDAY’S EXTREMES AS OF 2 P.M. FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES

Anaheim 64 46 -- 64 46 69 46
Avalon/Catalina 62 48 -- 60 51 58 52
Bakersfield 64 46 -- 66 48 54 42
Barstow 65 39 -- 74 44 67 38
Big Bear Lake 55 28 -- 62 28 55 26
Bishop 66 28 -- 62 25 56 21
Burbank 64 43 -- 66 45 68 46
Camarillo 61 44 -- 62 43 66 42
Chatsworth 67 45 .01 67 50 66 46
Chino 68 41 -- 70 42 72 40
Compton 61 51 Tr 61 50 65 47
Dana Point 63 51 -- 59 49 61 50
Death Valley 69 45 -- 72 55 71 47
Del Mar 62 49 -- 58 48 61 47
Escondido 67 41 -- 66 40 67 39
Eureka 58 50 .19 54 37 54 36
Fallbrook 64 43 -- 67 41 69 41
Fresno 62 47 -- 61 44 52 40
Fullerton 64 49 -- 64 49 68 48
Hemet 71 36 -- 72 35 73 37
Hesperia 66 40 -- 72 36 61 29
Huntington Beach 63 51 -- 58 51 62 53
Idyllwild 60 44 -- 62 44 62 41
Irvine 64 49 -- 63 49 67 49

L.A. D’ntown/USC 63 48 -- 62 48 64 47
L.A. Int’l. Airport 59 50 -- 58 49 61 49
Laguna Beach 58 52 -- 58 51 62 53
Lancaster 72 38 -- 73 40 64 33
Long Beach 65 52 -- 62 50 66 50
Mammoth Lakes 50 27 -- 42 13 44 10
Mission Viejo 63 47 -- 64 46 68 48
Monrovia 66 48 -- 65 49 68 50
Monterey 62 51 -- 60 43 56 40
Mt. Wilson 61 51 -- 53 48 53 45
Needles 65 43 -- 73 47 73 45
Newport Beach 62 52 -- 59 52 63 53
Northridge 69 45 .01 67 49 68 48
Oakland 63 56 .02 60 42 59 39
Oceanside 70 44 -- 65 43 66 41
Ojai 67 46 -- 69 44 67 45
Ontario 68 44 -- 68 45 70 47
Palm Springs 74 50 -- 76 51 78 51
Pasadena 63 48 -- 64 47 65 49
Paso Robles 64 47 -- 61 40 59 32
Redding 57 55 .62 62 37 62 36
Riverside 67 35 -- 70 37 73 38
Sacramento 65 53 .01 62 41 59 35
San Bernardino 70 41 -- 71 42 73 44

San Diego 63 50 -- 61 49 62 47
San Francisco 65 56 .01 60 45 59 43
San Gabriel 64 48 -- 65 48 67 51
San Jose 67 55 -- 64 43 61 37
San Luis Obispo 68 51 -- 65 49 67 46
Santa Ana 64 52 -- 61 50 65 49
Santa Barbara 60 45 -- 68 49 65 42
Santa Clarita 74 42 -- 72 45 68 44
Santa Monica Pier 58 49 -- 58 48 60 46
Santa Paula 63 43 Tr 65 42 69 43
Santa Rosa 60 55 .14 61 35 59 33
Simi Valley 66 43 -- 67 47 70 41
Tahoe Valley 47 33 Tr 40 14 38 11
Temecula 68 41 -- 70 39 72 40
Thousand Oaks 63 44 .03 64 46 71 44
Torrance 62 53 .01 57 52 57 51
UCLA 57 48 .02 60 48 64 48
Van Nuys 68 44 -- 69 47 73 47
Ventura 56 48 Tr 58 47 61 46
Whittier Hills 61 49 -- 63 47 67 47
Woodland Hills 67 45 .01 67 48 69 47
Wrightwood 63 46 -- 62 44 56 35
Yorba Linda 64 43 Tr 65 43 70 45
Yosemite Valley 54 37 -- 49 26 52 21

Sat.* Today Mon. Sat.* Today Mon.Sat.* Today Mon.

Partly sunny after clouds and fog: Aside from low clouds and patchy fog to start, there will be sunshine Sun-
day, but a weakening front coming south could bring a little rain as far south as Santa Barbara County in the
late afternoon. Building high pressure aloft and at the surface to the north will start to produce some gustier
north and northeast winds the first half of the new week, with the fire risk rising.

Severe thunderstorms: Severe thunderstorms will roll across the
Southeast with a significant risk of tornadoes, damaging wind gusts
and hail. Rain, some heavy, and gusty winds will stretch northward from
the southern Appalachians.

first portion of the project —
the 171-mile stretch from
Merced to Bakersfield — is
completed and becomes op-
erational. Massive viaducts
are going up and can be seen
driving up and down State
Route 99. The project has
created 14,000 construction
jobs, more than 70% for Cen-
tral Valley workers.

Bynum is one of 223 stu-
dents to graduate from the
program, which is funded
largely by the High-Speed
Rail Authority in an effort to
bring high-skill jobs to peo-
ple who have traditionally
had few options beyond low-
paying agricultural jobs. 

The leg connecting Mer-
ced and Bakersfield could
open as early as 2030, and lo-
cal residents and officials
say they are eager to capi-
talize on the economic
boost. Despite being home
to vast agricultural lands
that produce crops that
bring in billions of dollars an-
nually, the San Joaquin Val-
ley has long suffered from
chronic poverty. Local offi-
cials see the rail as an oppor-
tunity to connect residents
to California’s metropolitan
economies. 

The training center is in
Selma, a farming communi-
ty of about 24,000 people,
about 15 miles south of
Fresno. It is known as the
“raisin capital of the world,”
but the town wants to revi-
talize its workforce with con-
struction of the high-speed
rail. 

“There’s still a lot of skep-
ticism across the state, but I
think it manifests into some-
thing real for the people who
work here,” said Alicia
Aguirre, the economic devel-
opment manager for Selma.
Forty-two of the 223 gradu-
ates are from Selma, and
there is a waiting list of peo-
ple who have expressed 
interest in taking the course.

The scale of investment
the rail brings to the Central
Valley, Aguirre said, is “just
unprecedented.”

“Just the mere point that
construction is happening in
the Central Valley before it
happens in SoCal or the Bay
is a comparative advantage

that Central California
hasn’t seen before,” she said.

Although most of the stu-
dents who have gone
through the program
haven’t ended up working
those jobs, more than 70% go
on to work in a field based on
the training they received,
authority officials said.

The training center,
which opened in 2020, was
created in a partnership
with the authority; the city of
Selma; the Fresno, Madera,
Tulare, Kings Building
Trades Council; the Fresno
Economic Development
Corp.; and the Fresno Econ-
omic Opportunity Commis-
sion. 

The center targets disad-
vantaged populations, in-

cluding veterans, at-risk
young adults, people of color
and low-income residents in
those counties and sur-
rounding ones. Selma re-
cently renegotiated another
two-year contract this year.
In total, the authority has
spent $4.2 million funding
the training center. 

In a warehouse, students
learn the basics first: safety
practices, identifying tools
and materials, driving fork-
lifts, construction math-
ematics, and soft skills such
as active listening, working
on a team and work ethics.
They are then introduced to
an array of different trades
including bricklaying, car-
pentry, masonry, iron work
and sheet metal work. 

Giovanni Jimenez said he
never imagined he could
learn a trade such as electri-
cal work without taking on
debt or going to a college. Af-
ter being laid off as a forklift
mechanic in Kerman,
Jimenez learned about the
training center and thought
it would be a chance to learn
a trade that would set him
up with a stable job and re-
tirement plan.

“I was kind of tired of go-
ing and just getting a job and
getting minimum wage,”
Jimenez said. He said he
liked how hands-on his
classes are, and how quickly
his instructors are willing to
correct him if he’s doing
something wrong. “My sib-
lings come and ask me, and

they’re like, ‘Are you going to
build that high-speed rail?’
And I was like, yeah, hope-
fully I do.”

The high-speed rail is the
draw of the training center,
which has four classes each
year made up of about 25
students. Chuck Riojas, exe-
cutive director of the trades
council, has led the training
center since 2020. Every
class gets a tour of the high-
speed rail construction sites,
where they see up close 
the viaducts and girders
that are being put up every
day.

Many students have gone
on to work in manufacturing
or solar companies. After
graduating, the students are
assigned case managers

who stay in touch with them
a year after they graduate to
help them land jobs. 

“The icing on top of that
is a job on high-speed rail,”
Riojas said — good paying
jobs.

Bynum drives past the
Conejo, Hanford and Made-
ra viaducts on her way to
work.

“I would still love to be do-
ing that,” she said. “That
was the goal, has always
been the goal.”

But she said she’s grate-
ful to have gone through the
program.

“My life changed a lot six
months after completing the
program,” Bynum said. “We
did the program because we
needed better in life.”

A possible job working on the rail project

ELECTRICIAN Rory McCarthy, center, shows how to bend conduit at the Central Valley Training Center in Selma, where low-income
and disadvantaged students are taught trade skills. The town wants to revitalize its workforce with construction of the high-speed rail line. 

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

[Center, from B1]
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The latest on the field and of.
Download the app for instant highlights, recaps and more.

RAMS EXTRA

Saturday night’s game between the Rams and Arizona
concluded after this edition of The Times was printed. Visit
latimes.com/enewspaper for the result of the game
and latimes.com/rams for in-depth reporting,
commentary and photography.

UCLA finally shakes off its Gonzaga jinx, beating No. 14 Bulldogs 65-62. SEE THE BACK PAGE >>>

If you have a
bag of sun-
flower seeds,
throw it to the
sky.

Teo is
back.

Break out
three giant
claps, a daz-
zling smile and a deafening
scream.

Teo is back.
The Dodgers’ heartbeat

still pumps. The Dodgers’
soul still stirs. The Dodgers

are still the Dodgers.
A front office that re-

spects the team culture
while listening to its fans
made certain of this Friday
when the Dodgers agreed to
re-sign Teoscar Hernández
to a three-year, $66-million
contract, keeping last sea-
son’s championship hero
where he belongs.

In the dugout, showering
fellow home-run hitters with
sunflower seeds. In the
clubhouse, smoothing the
path for Shohei Ohtani.
And, of course, at the plate,
delivering huge hits all

summer capped by season-
tilting drives in the National
League Division Series and
World Series.

Teo is back, and your
sigh is as big as his person-
ality, and your relief is as
palpable as one of his late-
inning swings.

Because, admit it, you
were worried. You were even
worse than worried.

After the final bus had
sped past, the final inspira-
tional speech had been
delivered, and the last of the
hoarse cheers had been THE DODGERS listened to their fans and kept Teoscar Hernández (37), a wel-

come clubhouse presence and an important part of their championship core. 

Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

Seeds of Dodgers’ repeat
sown with Hernández 
BILL PLASCHKE

[See Plaschke,D5]

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Late in the fourth
quarter, with almost all the Chargers’ starters
standing on the sideline waiting out a 40-7 rout over
the New England Patriots, Derwin James Jr. leaned
in close to Justin Herbert. The safety had watched
the way the Chargers’ star quarterback stayed late
at the practice facility. How he watched film im-
mediately after getting off the team plane after road
games. How he gritted his teeth through injuries to
hobble around on sprained ankles this season.

James wanted to make sure Herbert knew it was
all appreciated.

“I wouldn’t rather have no other quarterback,”
James, the two-time first-team All-Pro safety, said.

Herbert played what coach Jim Harbaugh
called a “near flawless” game to help the Chargers
clinch their first playoff berth since 2022, blowing
out the hapless Patriots (3-13) at Gillette Stadium
on Saturday.

CHARGERS 40, NEW ENGLAND 7

J.K. DOBBINS (27) drops into the end zone for a fourth-quarter touchdown in a blowout win Saturday that secures the Chargers’ first postseason spot since 2022. 

Photographs by Robert F. Bukaty Associated Press

ALL-IN WITH HERBERT 

LADD McCONKEY was flying high after scoring one of his two
touchdowns on a day he set two Chargers rookie receiving records. 

Led by ‘near flawless’
game by QB, Chargers
clinch a playoff berth

[See Chargers,D3]

By Thuc Nhi Nguyen

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Jim Harbaugh loves
a high-five, calls it one of mankind’s great inven-
tions. But sometimes, even that hearty gesture is
insufficient.

So when the Chargers coach spotted the team’s
general manager slipping out of the visitors’ locker
room Saturday — in the wake of the club’s most
lopsided win in five years — he summoned him for
a bear hug.

The Chargers clinched a playoff berth with
their 40-7 drubbing of the New England Patriots,
and Harbaugh felt the urge to wrap his arms
around first-year general manager Joe Hortiz.
Such is the delirium of an NFL team starting to hit
its stride at the right time.

“I needed a hug from Joe,” said the coach, who
lured Hortiz from the Baltimore Ravens. “He’s the
same brilliant guy every single day. He takes no
deep, long bows. But he 

Chargers’ evolution
continues under watch
of coach Harbaugh

[SeeNFL,D3]

SAM FARMER ON THE NFL
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SUN MON TUE WED THU

29 30 31 1 2

RAMS

NEXT: VS. SEATTLE, TBD

CHARGERS

NEXT: AT LAS VEGAS, TBD

LAKERS

CLEVELAND

6

SpecSN

PORTLAND

7:30

SpecSN

CLIPPERS

at New

Orleans

5

FDSC

at San

Antonio

4

FDSC

at Oklahoma

City

5

FDSC

KINGS

PHILA.

6

FDW

NEW JERSEY

3

FDW

DUCKS

EDMONTON

1

Ch. 13,

Victory+

NEW JERSEY

5

Victory+

at Winnipeg

5

Ch. 13,

Victory+

Shade denotes home game 

PRO CALENDAR

TIME EVENT ON THE AIR

COLLEGE BASKETBALL: MEN

9 a.m. Indiana State at Ohio State TV: Big Ten

11 a.m. Chicago State at Illinois TV: Big Ten

Noon Buffalo at Temple TV: ESPNU

1 p.m. Winthrop at Indiana TV: Big Ten

2 p.m. St. Thomas (Minn.) at UC Riverside TV: ESPN+

3 p.m. Toledo at Purdue TV: Big Ten

5 p.m. Western Kentucky at Michigan TV: Big Ten

5 p.m. Campbell at North Carolina TV: ACC

COLLEGE BASKETBALL: WOMEN

9 a.m. Virginia at Notre Dame TV: ACC

9 a.m. Alabama A&M at Vanderbilt TV: SEC

10 a.m. South Florida at Rice TV: ESPN2

11 a.m. Wofford at South Carolina TV: SEC

11 a.m. Louisville at Boston College TV: ACC

1 p.m. North Carolina at Miami TV: ACC

2 p.m. Nebraska at UCLA TV: Big Ten+

3 p.m. Clemson at North Carolina State TV: ACC

7 p.m. Michigan at USC TV: Big Ten

HOCKEY: IIHF WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

9 a.m. Switzerland vs. Sweden TV: NHL

11:30 a.m. U.S. vs. Finland TV: NHL

2 p.m. Czech Republic vs. Slovakia TV: NHL

4:30 p.m. Canada vs. Germany TV: NHL

HOCKEY: NHL

1 p.m. Edmonton at Ducks TV: 13, Victory+

R: Ducks stream

5:30 p.m. Dallas at Chicago TV: ESPN, ESPND

6 p.m. Philadelphia at Kings TV: FDW 

R: ESPNLA stream

HORSE RACING

Noon America’s Day at the Races TV: FS1

PRO FOOTBALL

10 a.m. New York Jets at Buffalo TV: 2, Paramount+

10 a.m. Dallas at Philadelphia TV: 11

1:15 p.m. Green Bay at Minnesota TV: 11, FOXD

5:15 p.m. Atlanta at Washington TV: 4, Peacock,

Universo

SOCCER

7 a.m. England, Everton vs. Nottingham TV: USA, Peacock

7 a.m. England, Crystal Palace vs. Southampton TV: Peacock

7 a.m. England, Fulham vs. Bournemouth TV: Peacock

7 a.m. England, Tottenham vs. Wolverhampton TV: Peacock

9 a.m. Italy, Juventus vs. Fiorentina TV: Paramount+,

FOXD

9:15 a.m. England, West Ham vs. Liverpool TV: USA, Peacock,

Telemundo

9:45 a.m. England, Derby County vs. Leeds TV: CBSSN,

Paramount+

11:45 a.m. Italy, AC Milan vs. Rome TV: Paramount+

TENNIS

6 a.m. ATP/WTA Brisbane, early rounds TV: Tennis

3:30 p.m. United Cup, Britain vs. Argentina; ATP/WTA Brisbane;

ATP Hong Kong; WTA Auckland, early rounds

TV: Tennis

TODAY ON THE AIR

Given Walker Buehler’s
injury history, it is under-
standable why the Dodgers
did not extend him a quali-
fying offer, particularly in
the $21-million range. How-
ever, the gamer should be
celebrated for his Dodger
career, notably Buehler’s
regular-season winning
percentage of .681, and his
postseason performances —
often on short rest — high-
lighted by being on the
mound to save Game 5 of
the 2024 World Series.

Ken Feldman

Tarzana

::

Dave Roberts states,
“the biggest thing we’ve
done so far is signing Blake
Snell.” Before leaping onto
the Snell bandwagon, Dod-
ger fans need to be re-
minded that Snell is the guy
who refused to pitch his last
start for the Giants, and
whose contractual pursuits
resulted in a loss of spring
training readiness that
produced an injury-riddled
first half of the season.
Roberts may be singing a
different tune if the Dodgers
find themselves out of con-
tention and Snell once again
refuses to pitch.

Bill Waxman

Simi Valley

::

The Dodgers gave

Walker Buehler his day off
by not offering him a new
contract, and he walked
with it all the way to Boston
and a new one-year deal. In
doing so, the Red Sox may
have now added the number
one Yankees killer to their
roster. Smart move vs. their
hated rivals, but whatever
Boston does, they’ll never
get over giving Mookie away
to the Dodgers!

Marty Zweben

Palos Verdes Estates

::

This is not to take away
from Max Muncy because
he has been a great Dodger
player. But we have the
opportunity to get a HOF
third baseman who is a year
younger than Max and a
trade would shore up our
infield tremendously. I’m
sure he would also be an
asset to Mookie at short-
stop. Think about it.

Steve Trocino

Simi Valley

Lakers’ help
defense

To be fair to the Lakers,
their rebounding, defense
and physicality have been
seriously damaged by the
injuries to Christian Wood
and Jarred Vanderbilt, and
exacerbated by injury to
Jaxson Hayes. If that were
not enough, the team used
its 15th roster position on a

short developmental guard
instead of on another
backup center or big for-
ward. I’m not implying that
they are of championship
caliber, but at full strength
they could have been chal-
lenging for playoff seeding.
Let’s not panic, at least not
until the trading deadline,
by which time two or three
of the injured players could
return and we can see how
the full team competes.

Richard Raffalow

Valley Glen

::

Excuses, excuses, ex-
cuses, the current Lakers
roster is like taking a Model

T to a NASCAR race. The
team has a bunch of tal-
ented new players. I say, out
with the old, in with the new,
let’s give the new talent a
chance.

Patrick Kelley

Los Angeles

Maybe Chip wasn’t
the problem

Ohio State leads the
nation in scoring with Chip
Kelly as offensive coor-
dinator; OSU head coach
Ryan Day states, “Kelly has
a great understanding of
offensive football.” Kelly
built Oregon into a domi-
nant, explosive offensive
team, but we ran him out of

UCLA for various reasons.
Now we have a novice UCLA
coach who just fired his
offensive coordinator, but
everybody loves him. All’s
well that ends well!

David Waldowski

Laguna Woods

Perfecting 
the playoff

If the CFP will continue
to include 12 schools, some
rule and format changes
may be needed after this
inaugural season. 

Boise State and Arizona
State received first-round
byes, being two of the four
highest-ranked conference
champions. Penn State, the
worst seed, will now play
Boise State, but is a 10½-
point favorite over the
Mountain West Conference
champion. Arizona State,
the Big 12 champion, is a
13½-point underdog to
Texas. 

The Rose Bowl will fea-
ture a rematch of Oregon
and Ohio State, who played
in possibly the best game
this college season with
Oregon winning 32-31. Un-
fortunately, this will be a
quarterfinal game as well.

Wayne Muramatsu

Cerritos

Cardinal-and-gold
standard

UConn has been the gold
standard in women’s

basketball for more than
two decades. USC’s thrilling
win on the road is a signa-
ture win for the program
and a passing of the torch
from Paige Bueckers to
JuJu Watkins. The best part
is, unlike men’s basketball
one-and-done culture, JuJu
Watkins fans will be able to
witness her greatness for
the next three years. Fight
On!

Mark S. Roth

Playa Vista

So watch the NBA
As compared to the three

great NFL games on
Thanksgiving, the NFL gave
us fans TWO lumps of coal
instead on Christmas. The
two games were so noncom-
petitive that I think that
neither team had a need to
call a timeout in the second
half in BOTH games!
Thanks for nothing.

Wayne Kamiya

El Segundo

::

The Los Angeles Times
welcomes expressions of all
views. Letters should be
brief and become the prop-
erty of The Times. They may
be edited and republished in
any format. Each must
include a valid mailing
address and telephone
number. Pseudonyms will
not be used.

Email: sports@la-
times.com

LETTERS

Buehler’s gone but memory of his swan song lingers

WALKER BUEHLER (21) celebrates with Dodgers
teammates after saving Game 5 of the World Series.

Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

FLYERS 3, DUCKS 1 

PHILADELPHIA .........................0 1 2 — 3

DUCKS ....................................0 1 0 — 1

FIRST PERIOD: Scoring—None. Penalties—Gauthier,
DUCKS (Hooking), 7:30. Michkov, PHI (High Sticking),
10:25.

SECOND PERIOD: 1. Phi., Cates 7 (York, Brink),
4:03. 2. DUCKS, Terry 10 (Gudas, LaCombe), 15:38.
Penalties—Hathaway, PHI (Tripping), 1:45. Terry, DUCKS
(Tripping), 1:50. Gudas, DUCKS (Holding), 7:07. Foer-
ster, PHI (Slashing), 15:55.

THIRD PERIOD: 3. Phi., Frost 7 (Laughton), 5:57. 4.
Phi., Farabee 5, 17:40 (en). Penalties—Helleson,
DUCKS (High Sticking), 13:38. Phi. bench, served by
Farabee (Too Many Men on the Ice), 15:30. Vatrano,
DUCKS (Roughing), 18:57.

SHOTS ON GOAL: Phi. 7-12-6—25. DUCKS 10-12-
10—32. Power-play Conversions—Phi. 0 of 5. DUCKS 0
of 4.

GOALIES: Phi., Ersson 8-6-2 (33 shots-32 saves).
DUCKS, Dostal 8-10-3 (24-22). Att—16,472 (17,174).
T—2:24. R—Jordan Samuels-Thomas, Chris Schlenker.
L—Mitch Hunt, Kiel Murchison.

Noah Cates extended his
goal-scoring streak to five
games, Morgan Frost scored
the go-ahead goal early in
the third period, and the
Philadelphia Flyers beat the
Ducks 3-1 on Saturday at
Honda Center.

Joel Farabee also scored
for the Flyers, who had lost
four of five. Samuel Ersson
stopped 31 shots.

Troy Terry scored for the
Ducks, and Lukas Dostal
made 22 saves.

Farabee put it out of
reach with 2:20 remaining on
an empty-net goal. The
Ducks pulled Dostal for an
extra skater during a power
play but could not convert. 

Frost had no angle but
ended up banking a shot in
off the inside of Dostal’s
stick on a backhand 5:57 into
the third period for his sev-
enth goal of the season.

Cates tied Nashville’s
Jonathan Marchessault for
the longest active goal
streak in the league at 4:03 of
the second period off a snap
shot in front of the goal to
give the Flyers a 1-0 lead.

Ducks defenseman
Radko Gudas suffered a
lower-body injury in the
third period and did not re-
turn. Left wing Cutter Gau-
thier played Philadelphia for
the first time after the No. 5
pick in the 2022 draft refused
to sign after the Flyers
drafted him and forced a
trade to the Ducks last year.

Frost’s
late goal
beats
Ducks
PHILADELPHIA 3

DUCKS 1

associated press

The Kings have seen each
of the last three seasons end
in first-round playoff losses
to the Edmonton Oilers.
And if the current NHL sea-
son had ended Saturday,
guess who the Kings would
face in the first round of the
playoffs?

That made Saturday’s
matinee at Crypto.com
Arena, the first meeting of
the season between the
teams, an important meas-
uring stick for the Kings and
a chance to put down a
marker against the Oilers,
who could once again deter-
mine their fate next spring in
Edmonton, right?

“I don’t know,” Kings for-
ward Phillip Danault
shrugged before the game.
“No matter what you do dur-
ing the regular season, I
don’t know if they affect any-
thing. When we get to the
playoffs, it’s totally another
game.”

Kings coach Jim Hiller
agreed. If anyone thought
the Kings were hoping to
stare across the ice, look the
Oilers in the eyes and throw
down the gauntlet, he wasn’t
among them.

“We’re not going to get
that far ahead,” he said. “It’s
a team in our division that
we’ve had problems with,
that we want to beat. I
wouldn’t make it a bigger
deal.”

Which isn’t to say the
Kings’ 4-3 overtime win, one
in which they rallied from
deficits twice, was meaning-
less. Far from it. Because the
victory, on Quinton Byfield’s
second goal of the game, not
only tied the teams for sec-
ond in the Pacific Division
standings, it also confirmed
the gap between the two
teams on the ice may be clos-
ing as well.

The Oilers have clearly

become the Kings’ white
whale, the foe who must be
vanquished. As a result, ev-
ery faceoff, every forecheck,
every shot on goal was im-
bued with extra meaning —
whether the players and
coach wanted to admit it or
not.

“Everyone knows it’s our
rivalry,” Danault said.

The Kings and Oilers
have met 10 times in the play-
offs, with Edmonton win-
ning the series eight times.
In NHL history only one
team — the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins, who have beaten the
Washington Capitals nine
times in 11 tries — has faced
the same opponent in at
least seven playoff series and
had more success.

The last time the Kings
beat Edmonton in the post-
season, Wayne Gretzky led
the team in points. That was
1989.

And the regular-season
meetings have been almost
as one-sided in recent years,
with the Oilers winning
three of four games last sea-
son and 10 of the last 15 dat-
ing to 2019. That changed
Saturday, just as the teams
have changed.

The Kings, who have
switched the way they play
in the neutral zone and on
the penalty kill since last
season’s postseason deba-
cle, also added seven players
since their last meeting with
the Oilers at the Crypt eight
months ago. Edmonton has
parted with 10 players over
the same period.

Winger Warren Foegele is
on both those lists, having
spent three seasons in Ed-
monton before signing a
three-year free-agent con-
tract with the Kings last
summer. “They’ve got new
pieces, we’ve gotten new
pieces,” he said.

Some of those new pieces
played a part in the outcome
Saturday with Foegele get-
ting a goal and two assists
for the Kings, who also got a
goal from newcomer Tanner

Jeannot. Kasperi Kapanen,
claimed by the Oilers on
waivers a month ago, and
former King Viktor Arvids-
son accounted for two of Ed-
monton’s three goals.

Kapanen got the scoring
started, banging home the
rebound of a long Connor
Brown wrister midway
through the first period. By-
field matched that less than
three minutes later, digging
the puck out from the end
boards and scoring on a
wrister from the edge of the
right faceoff circle. Foegele,
credited with an assist on
that goal, then put the Kings
ahead just before the first in-
termission with some unin-
tentional help from Brown,
who got his skate in the way
of a centering pass, deflect-
ing the puck to Foegele, who
swept it by goalie Stuart
Skinner.

The Oilers needed less
than four minutes of the sec-
ond period to erase that defi-
cit with Ryan Nugent-Hop-
kins scoring on a power play
just 12 seconds after Alex La-
ferriere went off for tripping.
In last spring’s playoffs, nine
of the Oilers’ 22 goals against
the Kings came with the
man advantage.

Arvidsson gave Edmon-
ton the lead again on a wris-
ter from between the circles
after Leon Draisaitl
stripped defenseman
Vladislav Gavrikov of the
puck deep in the Kings’ end
with eight minutes left in the
second period. But the
Kings would not quit, with
Jeannot evening the game
again by redirecting in a Jor-
dan Spence pass from the
edge of the crease 21⁄2 min-
utes into the third, setting
the stage for Byfield’s win-
ner 3:19 into the extra period.

Seconds before Byfield’s
shot, Skinner asked the offi-
cials for a stoppage in play
because of a problem with
his mask. He didn’t get it,
with the Kings getting their
first win in six overtime
games instead.

THE KINGS’ Quinton Byfield, center, is congratulated by teammates Adrian
Kempe, left, and Phillip Danault after his overtime goal beat the Oilers.

Mark J. Terrill Associated Press

Byfield’s overtime goal
sends Kings past Oilers
KINGS 4

EDMONTON 3 (OT)

By Kevin Baxter

KINGS 4, OILERS 3 

EDMONTON ......................1 2 0 0 — 3

KINGS..............................2 0 1 1 — 4

FIRST PERIOD: 1. Edm., Kapanen 5 (Brown, Ember-
son), 9:43. 2. KINGS, Byfield 7 (Clarke, Foegele),
12:32. 3. KINGS, Foegele 10 (Byfield, Spence), 17:35.
Penalties—None.

SECOND PERIOD: 4. Edm., Nugent-Hopkins 7 (Mc-
David, Hyman), 3:20 (pp). 5. Edm., Arvidsson 4 (Drai-
saitl, Podkolzin), 11:59. Penalties—Laferriere, KINGS
(Tripping), 3:08.

THIRD PERIOD: 6. KINGS, Jeannot 5 (Spence,
Foegele), 2:32. Penalties—Jeannot, KINGS (Hooking),
3:16. Arvidsson, EDM (High Sticking), 6:22.

OVERTIME: 7. KINGS, Byfield 8 (Danault), 3:19.
Penalties—None.

SHOTS ON GOAL: Edm. 10-9-8-1—28. KINGS 9-9-5-
6—29. Power-play Conversions—Edm. 1 of 2. KINGS 0 of
1.

GOALIES: Edm., Skinner 13-8-3 (29 shots-25
saves). KINGS, Kuemper 9-2-5 (28-25). Att—18,145
(18,230). T—2:31. R—Morgan MacPhee, Garrett Rank.
L—Caleb Apperson, Jesse Marquis.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE

West W L T Pct. PF PA

RAMS 9 6 0 .600 329 347
Seattle 9 7 0 .563 345 343
e-Arizona 7 8 0 .467 344 342
e-San Francisco 6 9 0 .400 331 349

North W L T Pct. PF PA

x-Detroit 13 2 0 .867 493 299
x-Minnesota 13 2 0 .867 396 276
x-Green Bay 11 4 0 .733 413 287
e-Chicago 4 12 0 .250 286 348

South W L T Pct. PF PA

Atlanta 8 7 0 .533 327 349
Tampa Bay 8 7 0 .533 427 352
e-New Orleans 5 10 0 .333 309 346
e-Carolina 4 11 0 .267 283 448

East W L T Pct. PF PA

x-Philadelphia 12 3 0 .800 402 283
Washington 10 5 0 .667 432 348
e-Dallas 7 8 0 .467 324 404
e-N.Y. Giants 2 13 0 .133 215 362

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

West W L T Pct. PF PA

y-Kansas City 15 1 0 .938 385 288
x-CHARGERS 10 6 0 .625 368 281
Denver 9 6 0 .600 363 281
e-Las Vegas 3 12 0 .200 264 390

North W L T Pct. PF PA

x-Baltimore 11 5 0 .688 483 351
x-Pittsburgh 10 6 0 .625 363 328
Cincinnati 7 8 0 .467 423 393
e-Cleveland 3 12 0 .200 245 380

South W L T Pct. PF PA

y-Houston 9 7 0 .563 349 358
Indianapolis 7 8 0 .467 318 359
e-Jacksonville 3 12 0 .200 277 396
e-Tennessee 3 12 0 .200 284 417

East W L T Pct. PF PA

y-Buffalo 12 3 0 .800 469 331
Miami 7 8 0 .467 305 329
e-N.Y. Jets 4 11 0 .267 292 344
e-New England 3 13 0 .188 266 401

x-clinched playoff spot; y-clinched division
e-eliminated

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS

Kansas City 29, Pittsburgh 10
Baltimore 31, Houston 2

THURSDAY’S RESULT

Seattle 6, Chicago 3

SATURDAY’S RESULTS

CHARGERS 40, New England 7
Denver at Cincinnati, late
Arizona at RAMS, late

TODAY’S GAMES

Carolina at Tampa Bay, 10 a.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 10 a.m.
Indianapolis at N.Y. Giants, 10 a.m.
Las Vegas at New Orleans, 10 a.m.
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Tennessee at Jacksonville, 10 a.m.
Miami at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Minnesota, 1:25 p.m.
Atlanta at Washington, 5:20 p.m.

MONDAY’S GAME

Detroit at San Francisco, 5:15 p.m.

NFL STANDINGS

CHARGERS 40, PATRIOTS 7

CHARGERS ...................7 13 10 10 — 40
NEW ENGLAND ..............0 7 0 0 — 7

First Quarter

CHARGERS — Davis 23 pass from Herbert (Dicker
kick), 3:28.

Second Quarter

CHARGERS — FG Dicker 27, 10:15.
CHARGERS — McConkey 6 pass from Herbert (Dicker

kick), 3:03.
NE — Douglas 36 pass from D.Maye (Slye kick), 1:24.
CHARGERS — FG Dicker 38, :02.

Third Quarter

CHARGERS — McConkey 40 pass from Herbert
(Dicker kick), 7:43.

CHARGERS — FG Dicker 41, 5:43.

Fourth Quarter

CHARGERS — Dobbins 2 run (Dicker kick), 12:03.
CHARGERS — FG Dicker 35, 3:47.

TEAM STATISTICS LAC NE

FIRST DOWNS................................29 11

Rushing ........................................10 4
Passing ........................................16 4
Penalty ...........................................3 3
THIRD DOWN EFF ......................10-17 2-10
FOURTH DOWN EFF........................2-2 0-3
TOTAL NET YARDS .........................428 181
Total Plays.....................................77 48
Avg Gain ......................................5.6 3.8
NET YARDS RUSHING ....................147 96
Rushes .........................................37 20
Avg per rush .............................3.973 4.8
NET YARDS PASSING.....................281 85
Sacked-Yds lost ............................0-0 4-30
Gross-Yds passing ........................281 115
Completed-Att...........................26-40 13-24
Had Intercepted ...............................0 0
Yards-Pass Play .........................7.025 3.036
KICKOFFS-End Zone-Touchback.....9-7-5 2-2-1
PUNTS-Avg. .............................2-46.0 4-55.0
Punts blocked..................................0 0
FGs-PATs blocked ..........................0-0 0-0
TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE..................35 122
Punt Returns ..............................2-18 1-15
Kickoff Returns ...........................1-17 4-107
Interceptions ................................0-0 0-0
PENALTIES-Yds............................6-54 7-60
FUMBLES-Lost ..............................0-0 1-1
TIME OF POSSESSION ................40:26 18:34

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS

RUSHING: CHARGERS, Dobbins 19-76, Haskins 8-
30, Vidal 5-24, Herbert 3-12, Heinicke 1-8, Davis 1-
(minus 3). NEW ENGLAND, Gibson 12-63, Maye 6-32,
Stevenson 2-1.

PASSING: CHARGERS, Herbert 26-38-0-281,
Heinicke 0-2-0-0. NEW ENGLAND, Maye 12-22-0-117,
Brissett 1-2-0-(minus 2).

RECEIVING: CHARGERS, McConkey 8-94, Johnston
5-48, Palmer 4-41, Davis 2-29, Smartt 2-23, Dissly 2-
21, Haskins 1-10, Fisk 1-8, Dobbins 1-7. NEW ENG-
LAND, Douglas 4-46, Boutte 4-28, Hooper 3-19,
Bourne 2-22.

PUNT RETURNS: CHARGERS, Davis 2-18. NEW ENG-
LAND, Erickson 1-15.

KICKOFF RETURNS: CHARGERS, Davis 1-17. NEW
ENGLAND, Erickson 3-90, Gibson 1-17.

TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: CHARGERS, Fulton 5-
0-0, Dye 4-1-0, Still 4-0-0, Jefferson 3-1-0, Colson 2-
2-0, Molden 2-2-0, James 2-0-2, Tuipulotu 2-0-1,
Dupree 1-1-0, Mack 1-0-1, Bosa 1-0-0, Ford 1-0-0,
Leonard 1-0-0, Matlock 1-0-0, Ogbonnia 0-3-0, Tart 0-
2-0. NEW ENGLAND, Dugger 6-3-0, Mapu 6-1-0, Tavai
5-5-0, J.Jones 4-2-0, Godchaux 3-5-0, Bolden 3-1-0,
Takitaki 2-6-0, Ekuale 2-3-0, Elliss 2-3-0, Austin 2-1-0,
Pharms 1-5-0, A.Jennings 1-1-0, White 1-1-0, Gonzalez
1-0-0, Johnson 0-2-0, Ngakoue 0-2-0, Hawkins 0-1-0,
Pettus 0-1-0.

INTERCEPTIONS: CHARGERS, None. NEW ENG-
LAND, None.

FIELD GOALS MISSED: None.
Officials—Referee John Hussey, Ump Tony Michalek,

HL Max Causey, LJ Carl Johnson, FJ Anthony Flemming,
SJ Allen Baynes, BJ Matt Edwards, Replay Andrew Lamb-
ert.

should.”

This is no finish line, of

course, but Harbaugh’s

Chargers have checked a big

box on their to-do list. The

franchise has secured a spot

in the postseason for just

the third time in 11 seasons

and, with a finale at Las

Vegas remaining, it has a

chance to lock up the AFC’s

fifth seed with a win and a

Pittsburgh Steelers loss in

Week 18. That would mean a

more favorable wild-card

game at Houston, as op-

posed to a frigid opener at

Buffalo or Baltimore.

There’s also meaning to

bolting down a spot in the

playoffs by winning at New

England, even though these

Patriots are a shadow of the

version led by Tom Brady

and Bill Belichick. This is a

franchise that tormented

the Chargers in years past,

delivering a divisional-

round knockout to Marty

Schottenheimer’s 14-2 San

Diego Chargers in the 2006

season, and beating the

broken-down Chargers the

following year in the AFC

championship game.

There’s no one remaining

from that era in that Char-

gers locker room. Most of

the players were probably in

grade school at the time.

Still, there was significance

to these players emerging

from the fog that had settled

on Gillette Stadium to forge

a clear path to the postsea-

son. This is precisely what

Chargers ownership had in

mind when it hired Har-

baugh, an undeniable turn-

around artist. Just check his

history. The San Francisco

49ers were 6-10 the year

before they hired Harbaugh,

and 13-3 in his first season.

The Michigan Wolverines

went from 5-7 before Har-

baugh to 10-3 in his debut

season.

“Coach Harbaugh’s a

winner, that says it all,”

cornerback Kristian Fulton

said. “He’s won his whole

life, won each team he’s

coached. He told us at the

beginning, there’s just one

way to get to where he wants

to go and that’s hard work.

We’ve been working hard.”

When asked at the po-

dium about the common

threads among those teams

that reversed course, Har-

baugh immediately pointed

to his players, “stalwarts” as

he calls them, including

quarterback Justin Herbert

and safety Derwin James Jr.

Later, after most of the

team had left the locker

room for the bus, Harbaugh

reiterated that with, “There

are no good coaches without

good players. There’s no

great coaches with bad

players.”

One of those outstand-

ing players Saturday was

rookie receiver Ladd Mc-

Conkey, who had eight

catches for 94 yards and two

touchdowns. That pushed

his numbers to 77 recep-

tions for 1,046 yards, six

more grabs than previous

Chargers rookie record-

holder Keenan Allen. The

Chargers traded up to the

second pick in the second

round to draft McConkey, a

standout from the Uni-

versity of Georgia. Their

trade partner in that deal?

The Patriots, who used the

fifth pick in that round to

draft Washington receiver

Ja’Lynn Polk. McConkey

had seven more yards on

Saturday, and the same

number of touchdowns, that

Polk has had all season.

Asked if there was a little

piece of him that wanted to

show the Patriots what they

missed, McConkey said:

“That’s not me. If they want

to think about it that way,

like, ‘Oh, we should have

done this,’ it’s shoulda,

coulda, woulda.”

Historically, it’s impor-

tant for teams to be able to

run the ball in the postsea-

son, especially when the

weather can turn foul in so

many NFL cities. Only more

reason for the Chargers to

feel good about the return of

running back J.K. Dobbins,

who missed four games

because of a knee sprain. He

ran for 76 yards in 19 carries

against the Patriots with a

two-yard touchdown.

He was part of the Balti-

more brigade who came

west to the Chargers from

the Ravens, coached by

Harbaugh’s older brother,

John.

Unlike a lot of his team-

mates, Dobbins has playoff

experience. He’s played in

postseason road games at

Cincinnati, Tennessee and

Buffalo. He understands the

importance of a team find-

ing another gear in Decem-

ber, as it seems the Chargers

have, and fostering a belief

that it can compete at the

highest level.

“We can beat you a lot of

ways, and in the playoffs

that’s what you’ve got to

do,” Dobbins said. “In the

playoffs, they’re going to try

to take away the thing that

you do best.”

He said Harbaugh has

“changed the culture” of a

team that won five games

last season.

“He’s brought in guys

that are winners,” Dobbins

said. “That’s how you

change the culture. You

draft guys who win [cham-

pionships] or won all

throughout college. You

bring in guys who have won

all across the league. You

start to see the benefits.”

Harbaugh delivered his

hugs Saturday and he’s

hoping there are many

more. One box checked. The

way he sees it, his team has

only earned a spot at the

starting gate.

Chargers’ evolution continues under Harbaugh

LINEBACKER Junior Colson takes down Patriots
quarterback Drake Maye in the Chargers’ victory.

Robert F. Bukaty Associated Press

[NFL, from D1]

Herbert completed 26 of

38 passes for 281 yards and

three touchdowns as the

Chargers (10-6) scored a sea-

son high in points. Even

while watching the end of

the game from the sideline

after leaving with a 30-point

lead and 10:54 remaining,

Herbert was still among the

first players onto the field to

high-five and encourage

teammates after each drive.

“I can’t think of one play

or one throw or one check or

one ball placed where it

shouldn’t have been,” Har-

baugh said. “Just an incred-

ible performance by an in-

credible player.”

It felt like business as

usual for Herbert.

A first-quarter highlight-

reel catch from receiver De-

rius Davis — who laid out in a

full Superman position to

reel in his second touchdown

in as many games — elicited

calm high-fives from Her-

bert. 

When he laced a ball

through four defenders to

Ladd McConkey for a six-

yard touchdown in the sec-

ond quarter, Herbert gave

the rookie receiver a formal

handshake. The Chargers

had jumped ahead 17-0, a

lead that felt insurmount-

able for a Patriots team that

was vying for draft posi-

tioning instead of playoff

hopes.

“It’s a testament to all the

hard work that we’ve put in

this offseason,” Herbert said

of returning to the playoffs.

“The way things have gone,

it’s been an honor to play

alongside this team. We had

a huge opportunity tonight

and we went out and took it.”

McConkey, who finished

with eight catches for 94

yards and two touchdowns,

has claimed Chargers rookie

receiving records with 77

catches and 1,054 yards this

season.

Herbert became the

third quarterback in NFL

history to pass for 3,000

yards and 20 touchdowns in

each of his first five seasons,

joining Peyton Manning and

Russell Wilson. Herbert also

surpassed Manning for the

most yards passing in his

first five seasons, but is fix-

ated on a more important

achievement.

The Chargers have not

won a playoff game since

2018.

“We know a new season is

just beginning,” said James,

who had two sacks, both on

fourth down, for his first

game with multiple sacks.

“We’re not settled just get-

ting in the playoffs. We know

where we want to be, we

know what type of team we

want to be, so, man, we just

want to keep going.”

The Chargers, who spent

much of the season jockey-

ing between the sixth and

seventh seeds, could move

into the fifth seed next week.

To get in position for a favor-

able postseason matchup at

No. 4 seed Houston (9-7), the

Chargers would have to win

in Las Vegas (3-12) and get a

Steelers loss to the Bengals

in Week 18. 

Pittsburgh (10-6) owns

the head-to-head tiebreaker

against the Chargers with a

Week 3 victory but has lost

three consecutive games to

fall from the top of the AFC

North.

Herbert left the game

against the Steelers in the

third quarter because of a

sprained ankle. The Char-

gers struggled to find

rhythm on offense all season

with their quarterback

playing sometimes at 20%

health in a new system with

unfamiliar receivers.

With back-to-back games

of season-high point totals,

however, Herbert has the

Chargers rolling into the

postseason. His teammates

are ready to follow him.

“The guy has battled his

ass off all year,” center Brad-

ley Bozeman said. “Just

truly, the definition of grit.”

Herbert lauded the or-

ganization’s unity during his

postgame news conference,

during which he wore a hat

with a picture of an elevator

crossed out on the front. It

was an homage from re-

ceiver Simi Fehoko to the

team’s preseason incident in

a broken elevator.

“Everyone plays for each

other,” Herbert said. “They

play for the coaches, and

they obviously play for the

Chargers fan base as well.”

Before escaping the cold

and wet afternoon and

ducking into the locker

room, Herbert made one fi-

nal play for that loyal fan

base. He greeted the group

of soggy fans gathered be-

hind the Chargers bench,

posing for pictures and sign-

ing autographs.

CHARGERS TEAMMATES were awed by Justin Herbert, who led his team to a season-high 40 points while throwing for 281 yards. 
Photographs by Robert F. Bukaty Associated Press

Herbert helps land playoff spot 

THE PRIMARY TARGET for Herbert was Ladd McConkey. The rookie receiver
finished with eight catches for 94 yards, including this first-half reception. 

[Chargers, from D1]



D4 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024 S LATIMES.COM/SPORTS

Where is Roki Sasaki going
to sign? 

Hernández: To me, this
is what’s going to decide the
offseason, right? Because
whoever gets him is going to
basically be getting poten-
tially a top-15, top-10 pitcher
in baseball at minimum
salary. This is a game chang-
er for anybody. Obviously,
he would help the Dodgers.
But just as important, they
want to keep him away from
the Padres. How much of a
gap do we think there is? I
think they could have easily
lost that series.

Plaschke: They [the
Padres] are the second-best
team in baseball.

Harris: Sasaki feels
almost like a superfluous
piece when you look at the
[Dodgers’] pitching options
now. Now, there’s obviously
the long-term benefits of
getting somebody who
could be a legitimate MLB
ace if he puts everything
together in the right way. So
where does he end up? A lot
of people still think it’s going
to be with the Dodgers. But
if it isn’t, I think the bad
outcome for them is if he
ends up with the Padres. It
suddenly evens that playing
field a little bit more, espe-
cially if he ends up being as
good as advertised right
away.

Hernández: It’s interest-
ing: In Japan, people don’t
really talk about their
trauma very much, and he
lost his father in the tsu-
nami in 2011. And I think
because of that, he’s kept a
very low profile with the
media. As much as we com-
plain about [Shohei]
Ohtani not talking here, he
was as accessible as any
other player when he was in
Japan. This kid hasn’t been
like that, and they’ve kind of
left him alone out of respect
to his past. And so this is a
kid that we don’t really
know. When his agent, Joel
Wolfe, talked about him at
winter meetings, he gave us
an insight into him that
even people in Japan really
didn’t know. When he talked
about the ambition, that to
me sounds a lot like Ohtani.
Sasaki said he wanted to be
the best pitcher in the
world, but we didn’t know
how to take that because it
came like in a written state-
ment. When Ohtani said he
wanted to be the best player
in the world, we knew
enough about Ohtani at
that point to take his words
seriously. With Sasaki,
you’re kind of not sure. Is he
saying this because they’re
letting him go early and he
feels obligated to have those

kind of lofty goals?
But it does sound like, at

least the way Wolfe de-
scribed it, that he has that
ambition. And I just think
that if he really wants to be
that guy, he can’t go to the
Dodgers because he’s going
to get swallowed up. 

Do people in Japan want
him to go to the Dodgers?
Is there pressure to play
with Ohtani?

Hernández: I do think
that it’s hard to say no to
Ohtani right now. You can’t
really overstate how big
Ohtani is over there. He’s
not just the best athlete
Japan has ever produced,
but he also kind of exempli-
fies, I think, a lot of the way
the culture views itself. But
again, the flip side of that is
if Sasaki is one of these guys
who says: ‘Hey, I’ve got a
mind of my own.’ Another
thing that was interesting to
hear from Wolfe was that
Sasaki knew he was going to
take a lot of flak for leaving
early. Because in Japan too,
there’s a sense of order.
When you leave, you need to
have won a championship,
you need to have won major
individual awards. The way
Yoshinobu Yamamoto did it
was perfect: three MVP
awards, won a champi-
onship, runner-up another
year. You’ve done every-
thing there is to do here,
now move on to the next
step. This kid hasn’t really
done too much. We’ve seen
the talent, but it hasn’t
actually led to actual
achievement in many cases.

So from that standpoint,
I wouldn’t be shocked if he
goes somewhere else. 

Do the Dodgers need to
trade Gavin Lux?

Harris: This gets to a
larger conversation about
the infield. So the Dodgers
are planning to not only
move [Mookie] Betts back
to the infield full time next
year, but put him at short-
stop. On the surface, it
makes some sense. If the
Dodgers give Betts a full
offseason to learn how to
play this position — to fig-
ure out the stuff that he
struggled at last year, to
figure out how to get in
better positions to make
more accurate throws — the
Dodgers think he can be an
MLB-caliber shortstop and
Betts thinks he can too.
Related to this is that they
have a second baseman at
the moment. And Lux, who
showed some life at the end
of the year, looked pretty
good in the playoffs overall.
He might’ve made sense in a

trade if you’re looking to
shake up the roster and the
fact that they haven’t really
gone all the way on any
deals, it suggests to me that
there’s a level of trust in Lux.

Hernández: Betts might
be one of the five best right
fielders ever defensively,
and that’s where this totally
doesn’t make sense. At the
same time, the Dodgers put
themselves in this position.
They had this hole last year
at shortstop because they
gambled on Lux, so Betts
stepped in. They’ve kind of
let this situation present
itself and that’s why they’re
going to have to pay Dave
Roberts, speaking of things
to do this offseason. This
becomes Roberts’ job. One
thing that went unnoticed
because it wasn’t an issue
was getting Betts back to
right field. We’ve covered
different sports; you mess
with the superstar, things
can go south really quickly.
The fact this transition
happened with us barely
noticing, that’s a huge credit
not only to Betts but also to
Roberts.

Plaschke: And Roberts,
he’s had the best offseason
of anybody. He’s taking the
victory tour. He’s been at
the UCLA games, he’s at
Laker games.

Harris: He was in Japan
as a national hero.

Plaschke: That’s unbe-
lievable. Finally, he’s getting
his due from the same fans
that wanted him fired.

Hernández: It’s a differ-
ent smile that he’s got on
now too. Before, he could
read the room. There were
times he’d go out in public
and you feel like he was kind
of forcing the smile a little.
Now we see that Dave Rob-
erts smile that we see
around the park some days.

And he’s in Japan waving to
everybody like he’s a big
celebrity, which I guess he is
now. I mean, he went to
Japan to shoot a commer-
cial.

Harris: He said he’s
more famous over there
than he is in L.A.

Plaschke: He’s really
famous here now too. He’s
really beloved. I think this
shows how much he thought
people didn’t like him before
now. He’s so relieved. We’re
seeing now that it really
affected him, the fact that
the fans booed him and
wanted him fired for all
these years. And now he’s
got this huge weight off his
shoulders and it’s so fun to
watch.

Will Roberts get his con-
tract extension? 

Hernández: He’s on
more stable ground than
he’s ever been. I mean, he’s
going to the Hall of Fame
now. When he gets his next
contract extension, he’s
going to be able to pad those
win numbers and at that
point, he’s in. And just deal-
ing with stuff every day, he’s
figured out how to deal with
all this.

Harris: This year exem-
plified all of the things he’s
really good at, starting with
the Ohtani situation, trying
to manage the team
through the postseason,
trying to keep belief up, like
we’re talking about the
clubhouse culture. That’s a
huge part of it. What he was
able to do with this team
this year, the team meeting
in Atlanta, the ability to
figure out how to punt
games in the postseason
with everybody being on
board with it and feeling
confident about that kind of
plan. So I think that’s a big

credit to him.

Who are some other play-
ers that the Dodgers
should look at?

Harris: Tanner Scott’s
the interesting one. I think
the back end of the bullpen
is a place the Dodgers do
feel like they could upgrade
a little bit. Brusdar Graterol
is going to miss the first half
of next year after he had
shoulder surgery. They
brought back Blake
Treinen, but he’s also some-
body who has his own injury
history and is on the back
side of his career. So I think
they probably would like to
add somebody else back
there. Scott can make sense,
especially if he’s somebody
who’s open to taking these
deferred contract struc-
tures that the Dodgers
really seem to prefer.

Plaschke: But what’s
Scott’s leading strength?

Harris: Getting Ohtani
out?

Plaschke: So if you bring
him here, you lose that
strength. 

Harris: I mean, he’s a
good pitcher outside of that.
Had the Dodgers lost in the
division series, the Scott-
Ohtani thing would have
been one of the big reasons.
So to me, I look at it as an-
other reason to get him, so
that another contender
can’t.

Hernández: Where are
you on Nolan Arenado?

Plaschke: I don’t like
him, I think he’s done.

Hernández: Defensively,
though? I mean, as much as
I was complimenting Max
Muncy’s improvement at
third base… can he go back
to second?

Harris: It’s tougher now
than when he did it before
since you have the shift

restrictions and you need to
have more range there. To
me, this is where somebody
like Willy Adames would
have been interesting for
him because he could have
played shortstop this year
and then been your long-
term answer at third. But he
ends up getting a lot of
money from the Giants. So
yeah, I think the Arenado
thing is not a great roster fit
right now and for as good as
the glove is, I don’t know if
it’s an upgrade enough with
the bat to take on the money
and the risk and the other
things.

What would a six-man
rotation look like?

Harris: At what point of
the year? It’s a good ques-
tion because Ohtani almost
certainly will not be pitching
in Japan on opening day. I
think once Ohtani’s ready to
rejoin the rotation, that’s
when you’re probably going
to see it become a true six-
man rotation, which works
because you don’t really lose
a roster spot because he’s a
two-way guy. That’s a big
part of his value. So in the
meantime, Tyler Glasnow
should be healthy, Yama-
moto should be healthy,
Blake Snell should be heal-
thy, along with Tony Gon-
solin and Dustin May com-
ing back. That’s probably
your most likely five to start
the year with Ohtani com-
ing in at some point.

One interesting tidbit
from the winter meetings:
They’re not planning to
send Ohtani on a rehab
assignment to build him up
as a pitcher once the season
begins since they don’t want
to lose his bat in the lineup
every day. They’ll probably
just keep him around, throw
simulated games. 

DODGERS DEBATE

The boys are back to lead the holiday cheers
In a special Christmas episode of “The

Dodgers Debate,” Dodgers beat reporter

Jack Harris and columnists Bill Plaschke

and Dylan Hernández discussed Roki

Sasaki, Dave Roberts’ offseason, and more.

Below is a transcript of some of that

conversation, edited for length and clarity.

You can find all episodes of “The Dodgers

Debate” video podcast at

latimes.com/dodgers or on The Times’

YouTube channel.

DODGERS MANAGER DAVE ROBERTS and Teoscar Hernández celebrate their win over the New York
Yankees in Game 5 to win the World Series. With Hernández returning, Roberts will have a strong team again.

Ashley Landis Associated Press

Two-time Super Bowl
most valuable player Eli
Manning, former defensive
players of the year Luke
Kuechly and Terrell Suggs,
and Chargers great Antonio
Gates are among the final-
ists for the 2025 Pro Football
Hall of Fame class.

The Hall on Saturday an-
nounced the 15 modern-era
finalists who advanced from
a group of 25 to the final
stage of voting. The group
includes five players in their
first year of eligibility, nine
who were finalists last year
and receiver Steve Smith
Sr., a former University High
standout who made it this
far for the first time in his
fourth year of eligibility.

The selection committee
will vote next month to pick
the class of between three
and five modern-era players
that will be announced the
week of the Super Bowl.
Gates was a first-time final-
ist for this year’s class and is
back with defensive end Jar-
ed Allen; receivers Torry
Holt and Reggie Wayne; of-
fensive linemen Willie An-
derson and Jahri Evans; de-
fensive backs Darren Wood-

son, Eric Allen and Rodney
Harrison; and running back
Fred Taylor. Manning,
Kuechly and Suggs are final-
ists in their first year of eligi-
bility, along with postseason
kicking star Adam Vinatieri
and former Baltimore guard
Marshal Yanda.

Gates played basketball
in college before turning into
one of the NFL’s top tight
ends after being drafted by
the Chargers. He became an
All-Pro in just his second
season in 2004. He was an
All-Pro again the next two
seasons and went on to have
a 16-year career with the
team. He finished with 955
catches for 11,841 yards and
an NFL record for tight ends
with 116 touchdown catches.

Indianapolis quarter-
back Anthony Richardson
(foot) was ruled out for Sun-
day’s game at the New York
Giants, and the Colts likely
will turn again to veteran Joe
Flacco to keep their slim
playoff hopes alive. ... Two-
time Pro Bowl linebacker
Shaquil Barrett is rejoining
Tampa Bay, while safety
Jordan Whitehead was acti-
vated from injured reserve.
... Carolina put 1,000-yard
rusher Chuba Hubbard

(calf) on IR, ending his sea-
son. ... A California appeals
court overturned the rape
conviction of former San
Francisco 49er Dana Stub-
blefield after determining
prosecutors made racially
discriminatory statements
during his trial.

ETC.

Diamondbacks
adding Burnes

Right-hander Corbin

Burnes and the Arizona Di-
amondbacks agreed to a
$210-million, six-year con-
tract, the Associated Press
reported late Friday night.

The 30-year-old Burnes
was one of the top pitchers in
free agency after going 15-9
with a 2.92 earned-run aver-
age for Baltimore last sea-
son, starting the All-Star
Game and finishing fifth in
Cy Young Award voting in
his first year in the American
League. He won the award in
the National League with
Milwaukee in 2021 and be-
comes the ace of the Di-

amondbacks, who barely
missed the playoffs this year
after reaching the World Se-
ries in 2023 and losing to
Texas in five games.

The Diamondbacks now
have a starting rotation that
includes Burnes, Zac
Gallen, Merrill Kelly, Ed-
uardo Rodriguez and Bran-
don Pfaadt, which on paper
is among baseball’s best.

It’s no shock Burnes
landed a big contract, but
the destination is a surprise.
Arizona’s payroll usually
ranks in the middle of the
pack, and this would be the
largest contract in franchise
history. Among active pitch-
ers with contracts, Burnes’
$35-million average salary
would rank fifth behind
Zack Wheeler, Jacob de-
Grom, Blake Snell and Ger-
rit Cole.

Arizona is spending to
compete with the World Se-
ries champion Dodgers in
the NL West. The deal comes
after Snell went to the Dod-
gers on a $182-million, five-
year contract in November.
Burnes is two years younger
and has been more durable
than Snell, who pitched 2161⁄3

fewer innings over the last
four seasons.

Burnes set a career high

with 22 quality starts. His
strikeout rate of 8.38 per nine
innings was his lowest since
he became a starter, but his
walk rate (2.22) was his best
since 2021. He’s made at least
28 starts in each of the last
four seasons.

The NBA suspended Dal-
las forward Naji Marshall
for four games and Phoenix
center Jusuf Nurkic for
three after their on-court
fight Friday night. ... Chi-
cago guard Ayo Dosunmu
has a strained right calf and
will be reevaluated in 10 days.
... Former Sacramento
guard Doug Christie was
named interim coach after
the Kings fired Mike Brown
on Friday. Christie’s debut
as coach was Saturday night
against the Lakers.

The defending champion
United States beat Latvia 5-1
to improve to 2-0 in the world
junior hockey champi-
onship.

March of Time, a 3-year-
old colt owned by former
Dodger Walker Buehler and
former Houston Astro Alex
Bregman and trained by
Bob Baffert, won for the first
time Friday at Santa Anita.

THE DAY IN SPORTS

Gates among finalists for the 2025 Hall of Fame class
wire reports

ANTONIO GATES holds up a jacket as he is in-
ducted into the Chargers Hall of Fame in 2023.

Ryan Sun Associated Press
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uttered, you barely had time
to savor November’s title
celebration before you
began waiting for the other
blue shoe to drop.

Teo was a free agent, and
that meant this band of ring
bearers could be broken up,
and, oh no!

The Dodgers couldn’t let
such a giant presence walk,
could they? They weren’t
really going to be blinded by
analytics and age and con-
tract length and fail to sign
everybody’s newest favorite
player, were they?

In the past, they might
have. In the past, there was
actually little chance they
would have rewarded a
32-year-old playing for his
fourth team with a lucrative
three-year deal based par-
tially on intangibles.

You knew all this, and
you were scared, and it
shaded your every percep-
tion of what had been an
otherwise wildly successful
offseason.

Signing two-time Cy
Young winner Blake Snell
was nice, but what about
Teo?

Extending October hero
Tommy Edman was a boss
move, but hey, where’s Teo?

Adding smart-swinging
left-handed outfielder
Michael Conforto was cool,
but what does this mean for
Teo?

Blake Treinen was
brought back, and Japanese
star pitcher Roki Sasaki
could be coming but…hello?
Teo?

All those fears were
erased Friday afternoon in
what is usually a time for
sports teams to dump their
bad news in hopes that it
gets lost in the weekend.

This was the opposite of

that. Teo is back, and the
New Year’s party starts now.

It turns out, while nego-
tiations were painfully
protracted, the end result
was always obvious in what
is pretty close to a perfect
relationship between a star

and a team.
Hernández wanted to

stay, something he had been
expressing openly by the
end of the championship
parade.

And the Dodgers, in
valuing him as not only an

All-Star player but also a
standout leader, wanted
him to stay.

It was all pretty simple,
really, and now, for the rest
of baseball, it’s downright
suffocating.

The Dodgers don’t need

to do anything else this
winter and already they’re
better than last season.

By keeping their title
core together while essen-
tially adding two ace pitch-
ers — Snell and the mound
return of Ohtani — the

Dodgers are a lock to win
the National League West
for the 12th time in 13 sea-
sons and should be heavy
favorites to become the first
team to win consecutive
World Series since the New
York Yankees from 25 years
ago.

Andrew Friedman and
the Dodgers ownership
group understands this
team and this market as
well as any front office in
franchise history. In bring-
ing back a guy who had 33
homers and 99 RBIs and
arguably the team’s exciting
personality, they have con-
tinued to maintain a mon-
ster.

Look at their lineup, rich
with regular-season most
valuable players, NL Cham-
pionship Series MVPs,
World Series MVPs and, oh
yeah, a home-run derby
champion.

Check out their rotation,
led by four aces in Ohtani,
Snell, Tyler Glasnow and
Yoshinobu Yamamoto.

Then there’s the bullpen,
which could be anchored by
the veteran who shut down
the Yankees for 21⁄3 innings
in the World Series clincher,
the retention of Treinen
being a sneaky good move.

If possible, Friedman has
had a winter that rivaled
Hernández’s Game 5 divi-
sion series homer for excite-
ment.

As crazy as it sounds,
Friedman has worked an
offseason that could come
close to matching Hernán-
dez’s World Series Game 5
two-run double for impact.

It all became clear Friday
afternoon with two words
that appeared on Hernán-
dez’s Instagram story.

“I’m Back,” he wrote.
Run it back, you shouted.

Dodgers can run it back with affable Hernández

BY AGREEING TO RE-SIGN Teoscar Hernández, the Dodgers retain not only an All-Star who hit 33 ho-
mers with 99 RBIs, but also a heart-and-soul player who developed a friendship with Shohei Ohtani. 

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

[Plaschke, from D1]

Just how valuable is
Teoscar Hernández to the
Dodgers?

Shohei Ohtani is base-
ball’s most valuable player.
Mookie Betts and Freddie
Freeman are superstars too.

Yoshinobu Yamamoto,
Tyler Glasnow and Blake
Snell are among baseball’s
top pitchers. Roki Sasaki
will be too, and the Dodgers
might sign him too.

Hernández would rank
behind all of them, joining
Max Muncy and Will Smith
atop the supporting cast.

It’s a star-studded sup-
porting cast, of course.
Hernández hit 33 home runs
last season, the most of any
National League outfielder.
He batted cleanup in the
clinching game of the World
Series, driving in the final
two runs of that fateful
five-run fifth inning at Yan-
kee Stadium.

But think about this:
With Friday’s agreement to
bring back Hernández, the
Dodgers are liable for more
than $45 million in new
financial commitments next

year, all to secure the serv-
ices of someone who might
be no better than their
eighth-best player.

Talk about commitment
to excellence. The Dodgers
live that slogan every day.

The Raiders, the team
that claims that slogan as
its own? They have not won
a playoff game in 21 years.
They have not won a Super
Bowl in 40 years.

Vision without execution
is just happy talk. Critics
scoffed when Mark Walter
and the Dodgers’ ownership
group paid $2 billion to buy
the team — Forbes esti-
mated the franchise value at
less than half that — but
Walter and Co. bet they
could find gold in local
broadcast rights. They did,
for $8.35 billion.

Critics denounced the
Dodgers when Walter and
Co. committed $700 million
to Ohtani last year. They
might net a profit on the
contract. They already
netted a championship.

The Dodgers already had
passed the most punitive
luxury tax threshold for
next season, so they are
liable for a 110% penalty on
the average annual value of

Hernández’s three-year,
$66-million contract. After a
modest discount to account
for deferrals, that’s about
$22 million next year. The
signing bonus is $23 million
— all payable next year,
according to a source famil-
iar with the contract.

Add it up, and that’s a
$45-million commitment
before paying Hernández a
single dollar in salary. (Of
the $66 million total, the
deferrals and the signing
bonus account for all but
$19.5 million.)

The typical reaction
about how much more fans
will pay for hot dogs is hope-
lessly quaint. To be sure, a
six pack of Dodger Dogs at
the grocery store ($5.99)
costs less than a single
Dodger Dog at the ballpark
($7.99).

The Dodgers also
charged $75 for parking at
the World Series. They
charge $77.25 for a photo
opportunity with the World
Series championship tro-
phy, with a press box tour
included.

To borrow another slo-
gan the Raiders no longer
need: Just win, baby.

Not all teams can spend

like the Dodgers, but ex-
panded playoffs mean
teams do not have to keep
up with the Dodgers all
season.

Those teams just have to
sneak into the playoffs with
80-some wins — no owner
can say with a straight face
he cannot afford a team that
can do that — and get hot in
October. The Dodgers won
the World Series this year,
but they were eliminated in
the division series by an
89-win team in 2022 and an
84-win team in 2023.

That 84-win team, the
Arizona Diamondbacks, on
Friday agreed to a $210-
million contract with star
pitcher Corbin Burnes. The
Diamondbacks are one of
the teams most severely
influenced by the implosion
of regional sports networks,
but the drop in television
revenue did not stop them
from playing to win.

The Dodgers play in the
second-largest market in
the major leagues. In Chi-
cago, the third-largest mar-
ket in the majors and the
only major market repre-
sented in either of the Cen-
tral divisions, the Cubs and
White Sox need better man-

agement.
In each of the past six full

seasons, the Milwaukee
Brewers — playing in the
smallest market in the
majors — have posted a
better record than the Cubs.
The White Sox this year lost
121 games, a modern major
league record, and attracted
fewer fans than any Ameri-
can League team besides
the Tampa Bay Rays and
the on-our-way-out-of-
Oakland Athletics.

In two other major mar-
kets, it is notable that teams
that posted mostly losing
records for years and now
are run by former major
leaguers — Buster Posey in
San Francisco and Craig
Breslow in Boston — are
spending to win.

It also is notable that the
most punitive luxury tax
threshold has a nickname,
in recognition of the owner
his peers considered most
likely to spend beyond it.
The nickname is not the
Mark Walter tax.

The nickname is the
Steve Cohen tax, in honor of
the owner of the New York
Mets. The richest contract
in baseball history — Juan
Soto for $765 million — is his.

They’re doubling down in title town
Bringing back Hernández shows Dodgers’ commitment to excellence in star-driven L.A.

BILL SHAIKIN

ON BASEBALL

THE DODGERS agreed to re-sign outfielder Teoscar Hernández, part of $45 million in new financial commitments for next season.
Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

Shohei Ohtani an-
nounced Saturday that he
and his wife, Mamiko
Tanaka, are expecting their
first child.

“Can’t wait for the little
rookie to join our family
soon!” Ohtani, 30, wrote in a
post on Instagram, along
with a picture of baby
clothes, an ultrasound and
the couple’s dog, Dekopin.

The announcement
comes about 10 months after
Ohtani revealed he and Tan-
aka, a former professional
basketball player in Japan,
were married last offseason.

It also bookends a year of
change for the two-way star,
who switched teams for the
first time in his MLB career
after signing a $700-million
contract with the Dodgers
last offseason.

Despite being unable to
pitch while recovering from
surgery, Ohtani helped lead
the Dodgers’ run to a World
Series title, winning his third
most valuable player award
after orchestrating the first
50-homer, 50-steal season in
history.

Ohtani is expected to re-
sume two-way duties next
season, though his return to
the mound likely will be de-
layed following surgery last
month to repair a torn
labrum he sustained in the
World Series.

Now, he will be taking on
fatherhood duties as well.

Ohtani’s
newest
spot in
lineup: 
a father
By Jack Harris

THE DODGERS’

Shohei Ohtani, left, and
wife Mamiko Tanaka
announced they are ex-
pecting their first child.

Chris Pizzello Invision
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FRIDAY’S LATE BOX

CLIPPERS 102, WARRIORS 92

GOLDEN STATE

Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Anderson...........14 2-4 0-0 4-6 1 0 5

Wiggins .............23 2-11 0-0 1-2 2 0 5

Jackson-Davis ....30 7-12 1-2 6-9 2 1 15

Hield ................21 2-8 0-0 2-9 0 2 5

Schroder ...........23 3-11 1-2 0-1 5 0 7

Kuminga............36 11-19 11-14 4-10 5 1 34

Podziemski ........30 4-9 0-0 0-2 5 2 10

Moody ..............24 4-11 2-2 0-2 1 4 11

Waters III ...........16 0-6 0-0 0-1 1 1 0

Looney ..............12 0-2 0-0 2-4 0 3 0

Santos ................4 0-1 0-0 0-1 1 2 0

Post....................0 0-1 0-0 0-0 1 0 0

Totals 35-95 15-20 19-47 24 16 92

Shooting: Field goals, 36.8%; free throws, 75.0%
Three-point goals: 7-38 (Podziemski 2-5, Anderson

1-2, Kuminga 1-3, Wiggins 1-3, Moody 1-5, Hield 1-6,
Post 0-1, Santos 0-1, Schroder 0-6, Waters III 0-6).
Team Rebounds: 8. Team Turnovers: None. Blocked
Shots: 2 (Kuminga, Wiggins). Turnovers: 14 (Kuminga 3,
Schroder 3, Jackson-Davis 2, Anderson, Hield, Looney,
Moody, Santos, Wiggins). Steals: 14 (Moody 3,
Podziemski 3, Anderson 2, Jackson-Davis 2, Kuminga 2,
Waters III 2). Technical Fouls: Waters III, 6:37 fourth. 

CLIPPERS

Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Jones Jr. ............29 7-12 0-0 2-6 2 1 14

Powell ...............40 10-20 4-4 0-3 1 4 26

Zubac ...............35 8-9 1-3 1-11 2 2 17

Dunn ................34 5-8 1-2 1-7 4 3 13

Harden..............38 6-14 4-4 1-3 7 3 18

Coffey ...............25 3-7 2-2 0-2 0 3 11

Batum...............20 1-3 0-0 1-5 3 1 3

Bamba..............12 0-0 0-0 0-2 0 1 0

Miller ..................3 0-2 0-0 0-0 0 1 0

Totals 40-75 12-15 6-39 19 19 102

Shooting: Field goals, 53.3%; free throws, 80.0%
Three-point goals: 10-32 (Coffey 3-5, Dunn 2-5,

Powell 2-7, Harden 2-8, Batum 1-3, Jones Jr. 0-2, Miller
0-2). Team Rebounds: 9. Team Turnovers: 2. Blocked
Shots: 10 (Zubac 5, Bamba, Batum, Coffey, Harden,
Powell). Turnovers: 21 (Harden 6, Dunn 5, Powell 4, Ba-
tum 2, Zubac 2, Jones Jr., Miller). Steals: 6 (Jones Jr. 2,
Powell 2, Dunn, Harden). Technical Fouls: Harden, 6:37
fourth. 

GOLDEN STATE ............. 21 22 19 30— 92

CLIPPERS.................... 19 30 32 21— 102

A—17,927. T—2:17.

The main thing every

member of the Ohio State

defense that stepped up to

the podium on Friday morn-

ing emphasized was execu-

tion. 

The players didn’t ex-

ecute their defensive game

plan during a 32-31 loss at

Oregon on Oct. 12.

Now, the Buckeyes, who

field one of the top defenses

in the nation, have a chance

at redemption in the Rose

Bowl, with a spot in the Col-

lege Football Playoff semi-

finals at stake.

“You always hope for a

second shot when you don’t

do well, and that’s life,” Ohio

State defensive coordinator

Jim Knowles said. “A lot of

times, you don’t get them. So

we have a chance to do bet-

ter and be better.”

By most metrics, that

first game against Oregon

was an anomaly for Ohio

State’s defense. The Buck-

eyes have given up an aver-

age of 242.2 yards per game

— the fewest in the nation —

but gave up 496 to Oregon.

Their vaunted pass rush,

featuring some of the best

defensive linemen in the

country in J.T. Tuimoloau,
Jack Sawyer and Ty Hamil-
ton, has compiled 39 sacks.

Ohio State didn’t touch

Ducks quarterback Dillon
Gabriel, or even pressure

him.

“We have so much trust in

the coaches that they’re go-

ing to make the right

changes for us to be in the

best position possible,” Tu-

imoloau said. “And I think

they did just that. One thing

we’ve been preaching is ‘Ex-

ecution is really the motive.’

Anything can be called but

as long as everybody’s mind-

set is one mentality — which

is just, ‘Go get it, and make

sure there’s no yard gain’ — I

think that changes the

mindset of everybody on the

silver bullet defense.”

Veteran leadership
Knowles credited key

players on defense for Ohio

State’s consistent success.

“When you have a team

that’s together with veteran

leadership, the week-to-

week process stays the

same,” he said. “No matter

who we’re playing, the point

has always been for us to be

at our best, to get better

from the week before, get

better from earlier in the

season, and keep improv-

ing.”

Fifth-year senior line-

backer Cody Simon leads

the team with 86 tackles.

Twelve came against Ten-

nessee in the first round of

the playoff, many of which

were on Volunteers quarter-

back Nico Iamaleava in the

open field, a feat Ohio State

will need to replicate against

Gabriel.

“He’s a really smart

quarterback, really experi-

enced player. He’s able to

move around the pocket

pretty well,” Simon said of

Gabriel. “It’s going to be our

job to really give him differ-

ent looks and really give him

a tough time in the pocket.

We can’t make him comfort-

able.”

The Buckeyes also fea-

ture a deep secondary, a sta-

ple of Ohio State teams over

the years, led by Denzel
Burke, Caleb Downs,
Lathan Ransom and Jor-
dan Hancock. They thrive

on their versatility and com-

munication, which Hancock

says has only grown since

their first time facing Ore-

gon.

“Caleb makes a lot of

checks, Lathan makes a lot

of checks. I listen to them,”

Hancock said about his role

with the safeties. “Whatever

they need. If I need to cover

somebody, I’ll go cover any-

body. If they need me to do

run support, I’ll do run sup-

port. And it’s really what

Caleb does, what we do and

Lathan, it just goes back to

[safeties coach Matt Guer-
rieri’s] preparation and

everyone’s preparation to

give us more flexibility. It

doesn’t matter who’s in

those positions, and we can

all play every position.”

Rose Bowl
memories

The last time Ohio State

and Oregon met in the Rose

Bowl, it was a traditional

matchup of the Big Ten and

Pac-10, Ohio State offensive

coordinator Chip Kelly
roamed the sidelines as the

Ducks’ coach and 7-year-old

Bryce Boettcher watched

from the stands.

A native of Eugene, Ore.,

and now the Ducks’ leading

tackler, Boettcher made the

859-mile trip with his par-

ents to root for Oregon.

“It was the only Rose

Bowl game I’ve ever been to,”

Boettcher said of the 2010

game. “I was little, so I don’t

remember a whole lot of it.”

While he doesn’t remem-

ber much, other than the

tailgating and his seats that

“felt like we were a mile

away,” Boettcher recalls how

it ended for the Ducks — a

26-17 Ohio State victory —

creating a core memory that

still leaves a bad taste in his

mouth.

Years later, Boettcher re-

turns to the Rose Bowl in a

Ducks uniform, leading his

hometown team onto the

field against the squad that

once tormented him as a

child in storybook fashion.

“You dream of this

game,” he said. “I’m pumped

to get to do it with this team

in this circumstance, espe-

cially getting to play Ohio

State again. I was hoping we

were going to get them

again.”

The senior and former

walk-on now has the chance

to write a new chapter

against a team that Oregon

never has defeated in the

Rose Bowl.

“We’re planning on end-

ing this one a little bit differ-

ently,” he said.

Defensive disrespect
Oregon rightfully earns

praise as one of the most ex-

plosive offenses in the coun-

try. Meanwhile, the Ducks’

defense quietly has become

the forgotten component of

this well-balanced team.

Oregon is ranked 12th na-

tionally in scoring defense

(17.8 points per game) and

total defense (301.8 yards per

game). It has consistently

delivered crucial perform-

ances, including a standout,

last-minute effort in the pre-

vious matchup against Ohio

State, which helped propel

Oregon to the No. 1 ranking.

Despite its rankings, the

unit was omitted from the

All-Big Ten first-team vot-

ing by conference coaches.

“It is disrespectful,” de-

fensive end Matayo Uia-
galelei said. “I feel like every

guy in our defense is a baller.

I feel like they should be rec-

ognized for it.”

Uiagalelei, the team’s

sack leader and second in

the Big Ten with 101⁄2 sacks,

was a surprising snub. He

said the team’s focus is on

collective success, not per-

sonal achievements — espe-

cially those beyond their

control.

“That for sure bothered

me a lot when I first saw it,”

linebacker Jeffrey Bassa
said of Uiagalelei’s snub.

“That’s all external factors.

It’s people that don’t see the

grind that we put in every

day.”

Bassa, a senior and the

team’s designated on-field

play-caller, said the de-

fense’s lack of accolades

doesn’t define it. 

ROSE BOWL NOTEBOOK

JORDAN JAMES of Oregon carries the ball during
the Ducks’ 32-31 win over Ohio State on Oct. 12.

Brandon Sloter Getty Images

Ohio State’s
defense eager 
to avenge loss
By Anthony De Leon

and Andrés Soto

Norman Powell scored 24

points and the Clippers held

on to beat the slumping

Golden State Warriors for

the third time this season,

102-92 on Friday night at the

Intuit Dome.

James Harden added 18

points and seven assists and

Ivica Zubac had 17 points

and 11 rebounds.

Jonathan Kuminga

scored a career-high 34

points off the bench to lead

the Warriors, who played

without stars Stephen

Curry (knee) and Dray-

mond Green (back).

The Clippers (18-13) still

are waiting for Kawhi Leon-

ard (knee) to make his sea-

son debut. Kevin Porter Jr.

sat out because of illness.

Things got chippy in the

fourth quarter when the

Warriors cut a 19-point defi-

cit to three. Harden fouled

Brandin Podziemski, who

fell hard to the court. Soon

after, Podziemski fouled

Amir Coffey when they col-

lided near the Warriors

bench. Tempers flared on

both sides and Harden and

Lindy Waters III were as-

sessed technical fouls. Fans

booed Podziemski whenever

he touched the ball.

The Warriors fell to 3-12 in

their last 15 games after their

third loss in a row. They fell

to 4-2 without Curry in the

lineup and 1-1 without Curry

and Green. The Clippers are

4-4 in their last eight games.

After a close first half in

which neither team led by

more than six points, the

Clippers dominated the

third. Their first three bas-

kets were dunks, including

two by Derrick Jones Jr.,

who later had a one-handed

jam. They also went on a

three-point binge, rattling

off four in a row by different

players for a 79-60 lead.

The Warriors shot 37%

from the floor but outre-

bounded the Clippers, 47-39,

including 19 on the offensive

glass.

THE CLIPPERS’ Ivica Zubac, center, tangles with the Warriors’ Moses Moody (4) and Trayce Jackson-Davis
as they battle for a rebound. Zubac had 17 points and 11 rebounds in the 102-92 triumph over Golden State.

Photographs by Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

Powell, Clippers turn back
Warriors in a chippy fourth 
associated press

THE CLIPPERS’ Derrick Jones Jr. celebrates his
dunk against the Warriors during the second half.

Tar Heels because he ab-

sorbed a shot to the face,

UCLA forward Eric Dailey

Jr. was fitted with a mask

and scored 18 points to lead

four players in double fig-

ures for the Bruins (11-2),

who made 12 of 24 threes.

Gonzaga (9-4) had multi-

ple chances to forge another

late win. Bulldogs guard

Dusty Stromer rose for a

three-pointer that could

have given his team the lead

with 17 seconds left, but the

shot was off the mark and

Clark grabbed the rebound

before getting fouled.

Clark got both of his free

throws to roll in, using a new

shooting technique to pro-

vide the Bruins with a 63-60

lead after he had missed the

front end of two one-and-

one situations in the second

half against North Carolina.

“He’s been teaching us to

hit the front of the rim when

you’re shooting a free

throw,” Clark said of Cronin,

“so I was really trying to fo-

cus on that. He said 95% of

those shots go in.”

Even with a three-point

lead, UCLA was the team

that needed a little luck this

time given the breakdown in

its strategy. Cronin said the

plan was to foul Gonzaga if it

took its time to try to get a

three-pointer or let the Bull-

dogs lay it in if they went for a

quick basket.

The Bruins did neither

when Mack hacked Nemb-

hard on his layup, sending a

player who entered the game

making 86.7% of his free

throws to the line.

“Bas knows he made a

mistake,” Cronin said. “It

happens, and I can coach

him about it and talk to him

about it.”

The previous moments

had been a redemption story

for Mack. After having

missed two free throws, he

made a floater as he was

fouled and sank the free

throw to give the Bruins a 61-

60 lead with 33 seconds left.

Kobe Johnson contrib-

uted all four of his three-

pointers in the second half

for UCLA, which finished

making 12 of 24 shots from

long range. That helped the

Bruins prevail on a day in

which Gonzaga’s Graham

Ike met little resistance

while scoring 24 points on 11-

for-16 shooting.

Meanwhile, the Bulldogs

unleashed the sort of har-

assing defense normally as-

sociated with the Bruins,

making every UCLA pos-

session a slog. With point

guard Dylan Andrews’

slump deepening, the Bru-

ins often struggled to pro-

duce good shots — or, in a

few cases, any shot while

committing a shot-clock vio-

lation. Andrews, who went

scoreless with one assist,

was benched down the

stretch in favor of Mack.

The halftime score —

UCLA 27, Gonzaga 25 —

looked like a misprint given

the Bruins shot only 29%

and committed nine turn-

overs. The advantage came

thanks mostly to UCLA

making five of 12 three-

pointers (compared to Gon-

zaga’s two of 11), forcing the

Bulldogs into 11 turnovers

and grabbing two more re-

bounds than their counter-

parts.

The Bruins looked like

they were headed to a much

larger cushion after Clark

used a crossover move to

free himself for a jumper that

capped an 11-0 run, giving

UCLA a 24-13 lead.

Tensions momentarily

rose late in the first half

when Gonzaga guard Khalif

Battle was assessed a fla-

grant-2 foul and ejected for

clobbering Dailey, the con-

tact prompting Cronin to

shed his suit jacket before

conversing with officials

about the play.

The loss of their third-

leading scorer seemed to

galvanize the Bulldogs the

rest of the first half. They

went on to hold UCLA score-

less for more than four min-

utes while rolling off a 9-0

push that wiped out most of

the Bruins’ big lead.

UCLA played without

center William Kyle III, who

was sidelined by an unspeci-

fied medical issue, according

to a team spokesperson.

In the end, the Bruins

had just enough to break

through against the team

that had tormented them so

much.

Bruins finally beat the Bulldogs 

ERIC DAILEY JR. (3) is fouled hard by Gonzaga’s
Khalif Battle, who was ejected from Saturday’s game. 

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

[UCLA, from D8]

NO. 22 UCLA 65, 

NO. 14 GONZAGA 62

GONZAGA

Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Ike ...................31 11-16 1-1 1-8 2 3 24

Ajayi .................20 0-2 0-0 2-5 1 1 0

Battle ...............13 2-4 0-0 0-1 0 2 5

Nembhard .........40 7-12 0-1 1-4 8 2 16

Stromer ............30 0-2 0-0 0-2 1 3 0

Hickman ...........31 2-6 0-0 1-3 4 1 6

Gregg ...............20 1-5 4-6 1-4 1 2 6

Huff ...................9 1-6 0-0 2-3 0 0 2

Innocenti.............6 1-2 0-0 0-0 0 1 3

Totals 25-55 5-8 8-30 17 15 62

Shooting: Field goals, 45.5%; free throws, 62.5%
Three-point goals: 7-24 (Nembhard 2-4, Hickman

2-6, Ike 1-1, Innocenti 1-2, Battle 1-3, Ajayi 0-1, Huff
0-1, Stromer 0-2, Gregg 0-4). Team Rebounds: 2. Team
Turnovers: None. Blocked Shots: 2 (Gregg, Huff). Turn-
overs: 15 (Ike 4, Ajayi 3, Hickman 3, Huff 2, Nembhard
2, Gregg). Steals: 3 (Ajayi 2, Stromer). Technical Fouls:
Nembhard, 15:38 second. 

UCLA

Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Bilodeau ...........38 2-10 2-2 0-5 2 2 7

Andrews............17 0-5 0-0 1-2 1 0 0

Clark ................34 3-5 4-4 2-9 7 3 11

Johnson ............27 4-6 0-0 1-8 1 2 12

Dailey ...............26 5-10 4-6 4-6 2 4 18

Mack................22 1-7 2-5 2-3 2 3 4

Stefanovic .........22 4-8 0-0 0-0 0 0 10

Mara ..................8 0-3 0-0 1-2 1 0 0

Perry ..................5 1-1 1-1 0-0 0 1 3

Totals 20-55 13-18 11-35 16 15 65

Shooting: Field goals, 36.4%; free throws, 72.2%
Three-point goals: 12-24 (Dailey 4-5, Johnson 4-6,

Stefanovic 2-4, Clark 1-1, Bilodeau 1-4, Mack 0-1, An-
drews 0-3). Team Rebounds: 2. Team Turnovers: 3.
Blocked Shots: 3 (Mara 2, Johnson). Turnovers: 11
(Bilodeau 3, Clark 2, Johnson 2, Dailey, Mack, Mara,
Stefanovic). Steals: 9 (Dailey 4, Bilodeau 2, Clark, John-
son, Perry). Technical Fouls: Dailey, 15:38 second. 

GONZAGA................................... 25 37 — 62

UCLA......................................... 27 38 — 65
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BOWL WHEN (PST), TV

Music City: Iowa vs. Missouri Today, 11:30 a.m., ESPN

ReliaQuest: Alabama vs. Michigan Tuesday, 9 a.m., ESPN

Sun: Louisville vs. Washington Tuesday, 11 a.m., Ch. 2

Citrus: South Carolina vs. Illinois Tuesday, noon, Ch. 7

Texas: Baylor vs. Louisiana State Tuesday, 12:30 p.m., ESPN

Fiesta: Boise State vs. Penn State (CFP quarterfinal) Tuesday, 4:30 p.m., ESPN

Peach: Arizona State vs. Texas (CFP quarterfinal) Wednesday, 10 a.m., ESPN

Rose: Oregon vs. Ohio State (CFP quarterfinal) Wednesday, 2 p.m., ESPN

Sugar: Georgia vs. Notre Dame (CFP quarterfinal) Wednesday, 5:45 p.m., ESPN

Gator: Duke vs. Mississippi Thursday, 4:30 p.m., ESPN

First Responder: North Texas vs. Texas State Friday, 1 p.m., ESPN

Duke’s Mayo: Minnesota vs. Virginia Tech Friday, 4:30 p.m., ESPN

Bahamas: Buffalo vs. Liberty Saturday, 8 a.m., ESPN/ESPN2

Orange: TBD (CFP semifinal) Jan. 9, 4:30 p.m., ESPN

Cotton: TBD (CFP semifinal) Jan. 10, 4:30 p.m., ESPN

CFP Championship: TBD Jan. 20, 4:30 p.m., ESPN

Results

Celebration: Jackson State 28, South Carolina State 7 (Dec. 14)

Salute to Veterans: South Alabama 30, Western Michigan 23 (Dec. 14)

Frisco: Memphis 42, West Virginia 37 (Dec. 17)

Boca Raton: James Madison 27, Western Kentucky 17 (Dec. 18)

LA: Nevada Las Vegas 24, California 13 (Dec. 18)

New Orleans: Sam Houston State 31, Georgia Southern 26 (Dec. 19)

Cure: Ohio 30, Jacksonville State 27 (Dec. 20)

Gasparilla: Florida 33, Tulane 8 (Dec. 20)

CFP first round: Notre Dame 27, Indiana 17 (Dec. 20)

CFP first round: Penn State 38, Southern Methodist 10 (Dec. 21)

CFP first round: Texas 38, Clemson 24 (Dec. 21)

CFP first round: Ohio State 42, Tennessee 17 (Dec. 21)

Myrtle Beach: Texas San Antonio 44, Coastal Carolina 15 (Dec. 23) 

Famous Idaho Potato: Northern Illinois 28, Fresno State 20 (2OT) (Dec. 23)

Hawaii: South Florida 41, San José State 39 (5OT) (Dec. 24)

GameAbove Sports: Toledo 48, Pittsburgh 46 (6OT) (Dec. 26) 

Rate Bowl: Kansas State 44, Rutgers 41 (Dec. 26) 

68 Ventures: Arkansas State 38, Bowling Green 31 (Dec. 26) 

Armed Forces: Navy 21, Oklahoma 20 (Dec. 27) 

Birmingham: Vanderbilt 35, Georgia Tech 27 (Dec. 27) 

Liberty: Arkansas 39, Texas Tech 26 (Dec. 27) 

Holiday: Syracuse 52, Washington State 35 (Dec. 27) 

Las Vegas: USC 35, Texas A&M 31 (Dec. 27) 

Fenway: Connecticut 27, North Carolina 14 (Dec. 28) 

Pinstripe: Nebraska 20, Boston College 15 (Dec. 28) 

New Mexico: Texas Christian 34, Louisiana 3 (Dec. 28) 

Pop-Tarts: Iowa State 42, Miami 41 (Dec. 28) 

Arizona: Miami (Ohio) vs. Colorado State, late (Dec. 28) 

Military: East Carolina vs. North Carolina State, late (Dec. 28) 

Alamo: Brigham Young vs. Colorado, late (Dec. 28) 

Independence: Louisiana Tech vs. Army, late (Dec. 28) 

BOWL SCHEDULE

On the offensive line. On

the defensive line. In the

secondary. At quarterback.

Sophomore receivers

Ja’Kobi Lane and Makai

Lemon had showcase

games against Texas A&M,

but don’t forget that Miller

Moss threw six touchdown

passes in the Holiday Bowl

last year. Moss was sup-

planted as USC’s starting

quarterback last month and

has since transferred to

Louisville.

Moss’ replacement,

Jayden Maiava, was incon-

sistent in his three regular-

season starts, and he was

inconsistent again on Fri-

day night, as three of his

passes were intercepted

before he led the Trojans’

comeback.

Riley can be applauded

for his developing a never-

give-up culture, but he

doesn’t have many believers

outside of his own locker

room.

The 400 sections, which

are made up of the upper-

most seats at Allegiant

Stadium, were totally empty

on Friday night. The 300

sections were too.

There were rows and

rows of vacant seats else-

where in the 65,000-seat

venue, serving as a visual

representation of what

happened to USC in its

third season under Riley.

The fans lost hope.

At this point, Riley re-

maining on this downward

trajectory feels considerably

more likely than him guid-

ing the Trojans back to

national prominence — or

even respectability.

They were 8-5 last year

and 11-2 before that, and why

would anyone believe their

slide won’t continue?

The Trojans are 20 years

removed from their since-

vacated national

championship in 2004. With

every passing season, the

more the Pete Carroll era

looks like an aberration

instead of a realistic stand-

ard to which the program

should be held.

Redshirt sophomore

safety Kamari Ramsey said

he decided to return to USC

next season rather than

declare for the NFL draft, in

part, because he believed in

the direction the Trojans

are headed.

“Obviously, this season

didn’t go the way we

wanted, but the fight we

showed every game, in the

wins and the losses, just

showed me the type of pro-

gram we are,” Ramsey said.

Ramsey isn’t necessarily

an outlier, but his view isn’t

shared by everyone either.

USC just lost 19 players to

the transfer portal.

Riley’s first two recruit-

ing classes included a dozen

top-100 players. Nine of them

are gone.

Riley has done what he

could to characterize this

season as a step forward,

and he argued the Las

Vegas Bowl victory was

evidence of that.

“We didn’t flinch,” he

said. “We’re a pretty battle-

tested group. We’ve been

through a lot this year.

We’ve been in a lot of big

games.”

To his point, five of the

Trojans’ six losses were by a

touchdown or less.

“There wasn’t anything

in this game that could

happen where I thought we

would totally flinch,” Riley

said.

Rather than lament the

erratic play of Maiava dur-

ing the first three quarters,

Riley praised him for how he

performed in the fourth.

“He stuck with it,” said

Riley, who added that he

was “very confident” with

Maiava as his quarterback

moving forward.

Riley will have to practice

what he is teaching.

The excitement that was

produced by his first season

at USC feels like something

from the distant past. An-

ticipation has been gradu-

ally replaced by dread.

The Trojans can’t sus-

tain any momentum.

They’re losing players in the

transfer portal. They’re

lacking in talent compared

to the top teams in their new

conference.

Riley can’t waver.

It’s time for Riley to step up

LINCOLN RILEY needs to get the USC fans believ-
ing in him again. Friday’s victory was a step forward.

David Becker Getty Images

[Hernández, from D8]

at least, to the form they

found that night in Septem-

ber, coming from behind to

beat Texas A&M 35-31 in the

Las Vegas Bowl.

After the year they’d been

through, with five fourth-

quarter leads blown during

six losses, the fact that they

were able to battle back Fri-

day to finish 7-6 was prog-

ress enough for Riley. Even if

his record this season will go

down as the worst in his

coaching career.

“There’s a toughness and

a hardness that’s developing

within this program,” Riley

said. “We didn’t flinch. We’re

a pretty battle-tested group.

We’ve been through a lot this

year. We’ve been in a lot of big

games.”

The Las Vegas Bowl bore

a striking resemblance to its

bookend back in September,

down to the breathtaking

finish, as USC once again

fought through a fourth-

quarter deficit to earn a

statement-making win.

Even if this statement didn’t

ring in the same way as the

one in September.

“The mentality has been

on display all year,” Riley

said, “and it was important

to finish that way.”

The finish, Riley noted,

felt especially “poetic,” con-

sidering the journey USC

took to get there. It required

timely stops from a defense

that had a reputation for giv-

ing up big plays last season.

It required a heroic show-

case from a receiver whose

playing time was cut in the fi-

nal month, and a final touch-

down from another receiver

in his swan song, who spoke

openly of his frustration this

season.

But first, it required

USC’s quarterback to dig his

way out of a deep hole.

Where Miller Moss put on

a show throughout the sea-

son opener, his replacement,

Jayden Maiava, struggled to

move USC’s offense at all at

the start of a mistake-filled

finale. The Trojans’ first

three drives moved just 16 to-

tal yards, while Maiava com-

pleted only three of his first

nine passes.

Worse yet, he committed

three head-scratching inter-

ceptions, each of which

threatened to derail an of-

fense that seemed to be

hanging by a thread. After

the second pick, a discour-

aged Maiava came back to

the sideline and apologized

to his receivers. They told

him to brush it off.

“He’s just so hard on him-

self,” receiver Kyle Ford said.

“That’s why he’s so great.

But sometimes, he needs a

pick-me-up here and there.”

Help arrived just before

the questions about USC’s

future at quarterback could

be posed, as Maiava re-

gained his confidence late in

the third quarter, moving

the Trojans down the field

on one scoring drive … then

another … then another. He

hit Makai Lemon for two big

plays downfield, then found

Ja’Kobi Lane for his second

and third touchdowns of the

evening. In quick succes-

sion, USC erased a 17-point

deficit behind its quarter-

back’s cannon right arm.

But when Texas A&M

scored to regain the lead, 31-

28, with 1:49 left, the Trojans

appeared in danger of an-

other devastating defeat.

Maiava wouldn’t allow it.

He drove the Trojans 75

yards for the winning touch-

down pass, his fourth of the

game, with eight seconds

left.

“He didn’t play his best

there for a while, missed a

few things he doesn’t nor-

mally miss,” Riley said of

Maiava, “but he stuck with

it. That’s what you’ve got to

do. You’ve got to keep fight-

ing.”

The redshirt sophomore

finished 22 for 39 for 295

yards.The Trojans’ top two

receivers did their part too,

as Lane caught seven passes

for 127 yards and three

touchdowns, while Lemon

had six catches for 99 yards.

But Ford delivered the most

important moment of all.

Texas A&M had just

stolen back the lead as

quarterback Marcel Reed

darted through USC’s de-

fense to score on a 19-yard

scamper. On the ensuing

drive, only 27 seconds re-

mained when Maiava

dropped back on third and

13 near midfield. He spotted

Lane and fired a dart down-

field, finding his top receiver

for a 33-yard gain. Then he

hit Lane again for 11 yards to

A&M’s two-yard line, leav-

ing just 12 ticks on the clock.

Ford knew that the next

pass was coming to him.

“I was like, ‘Jayden better

throw this damn ball,’ ” Ford

said with a smile.

As he cut inward on a

slant route, Ford could feel it

coming. As he reeled in the

winning score, all the emo-

tions from his up-and-down

tenure as a Trojan came

rushing to the surface. The

knee injuries. The frustra-

tion with his role. His trans-

fer to UCLA, then return

home to USC. As the crowd

roared, Ford fell to his knees,

overwhelmed by the mo-

ment.

“My journey hasn’t been

exactly easy,” he said. “This

is just a testament to just

how hard I worked and per-

severed through it. It all hit

me at once.”

It was, for USC, a fitting

picture on which to end a

season marked by frustra-

tion, a high note from which

hope for the future could

grow.

“You just kind of feel it

within the locker room right

now,” Riley said. “A confi-

dence that we’re going to be

in every fight, that we’re not

going to go away.” 

JAYDEN MAIAVA looks to pass under pressure from Cashius Howell of Texas A&M. Maiava got past a poor
start and completed 22 of 39 passes for 295 yards and four touchdowns with help from USC’s top two receivers. 

David Becker Getty Images

Trojans pull out a dramatic
win to finish on a high note
[USC, from D8]

Rocco Becht scored from

a yard out on fourth and goal

with 56 seconds left, and No.

18 Iowa State capped the

best season in school history

by rallying past No. 15 Miami

42-41 in the Pop-Tarts Bowl

on Saturday.

Becht threw for 270 yards

and three touchdowns for

Iowa State (11-2), a program

that entered its 133rd season

having never won more than

nine games.

The Cyclones rallied

from a 10-point deficit in the

second half — with Miami

quarterback Cam Ward

watching after a record-set-

ting first half. Carson

Hansen rushed for a pair of

touchdowns.

Ward passed for three

touchdowns in his final col-

lege game, while Damien

Martinez rushed for a ca-

reer-high 179 yards for Miami

(10-3), which dropped its

sixth straight bowl game

and lost three of four games

to end the season.

Martinez and Mark

Fletcher Jr. rushed for

scores for Miami. Elijah Ar-

royo, Jojo Trader and Ja-

colby George had touch-

down catches for the Hurri-

canes.

A 15-play, 84-yard drive

by Iowa State delivered the

winning score.

The first half was wild.

Miami fumbled the ball away

on the game’s first snap. And

the next eight drives all

ended with touchdowns,

neither team able to stop the

other.

The teams combined for

625 yards — 358 for Miami,

267 for Iowa State — and 59

points by halftime, which

Miami ended holding a 31-28

lead.

Ward was 12 for 19 for 190

yards and three touchdowns

before Emory Williams took

over to start the second half.

Ward threw a record-setting

156th touchdown pass of his

college career by connecting

with George for a four-yard

score with 4:12 left in the first

quarter. That broke the Di-

vision I record, one more

than Houston’s Case

Keenum threw for from 2007

through 2011.

Fletcher’s one-yard

touchdown run midway

through the third quarter

put Miami up 38-28, but the

Hurricanes managed only

three points on their final

three drives.

More bowl games
Dylan Raiola passed for

228 yards and a touchdown

as Nebraska built an 18-

point lead through three

quarters and hung on to

beat Boston College 20-15 in

the Pinstripe Bowl for its

first bowl victory since top-

ping UCLA in the 2015 Foster

Farms Bowl and first win-

ning season since 2016. ... Joe

Fagnano threw for 151 yards

and two touchdowns to help

Connecticut beat North

Carolina 27-14 in the Fenway

Bowl, embarrassing Bill

Belichick’s future team in his

old backyard. Hours after

Connecticut and coach Jim

Mora agreed to a two-year

extension through 2028, the

Huskies shut down the Tar

Heels’ offense for three quar-

ters. ... Josh Hoover passed

for four touchdowns to help

Texas Christian beat Louisi-

ana-Lafayette 34-3 in the

New Mexico Bowl. 

Friday’s late games
Kyle McCord threw for

453 yards and five touch-

downs to break Deshaun

Watson’s Atlantic Coast

Conference season passing

record and lead No. 21 Syra-

cuse to a 52-35 victory over

depleted Washington State

in the Holiday Bowl. Former

Culver High standout Zevi

Eckhaus, who threw only

seven passes in the regular

season, threw for 363 yards

and three touchdowns with

two interceptions for the

Cougars. Former St. Monica

standout Kyle Williams had

10 catches for 172 yards to

break Dez Bryant’s Holiday

Bowl record of 168 yards in

2008. ... Taylen Green threw

for 341 yards and two touch-

downs in Arkansas’ 39-26

win over Texas Tech in the

Liberty Bowl. ... Diego Pavia

threw for three scores and

ran for two more and Van-

derbilt secured its first win-

ning season since 2013 with a

35-27 win over Georgia Tech

in the Birmingham Bowl.

Also
Washington State hired

South Dakota State’s

Jimmy Rogers as coach. ...

Georgia quarterback Car-

son Beck will enter the draft,

five days after season-end-

ing elbow surgery. ... Mikey

Matthews, a former Mission

Viejo standout who had 61

catches for 533 yards, in two

seasons playing for Utah

and California, is transfer-

ring to UCLA.

BOWL ROUNDUP

Ward gets mark,
but Iowa State
rallies as he sits
associated press

FRIDAY’S LATE SUMMARY

USC 35, TEXAS A&M 31

Texas A&M..............................7 0 17 7—31
USC ......................................0 7 7 21—35

First Quarter

TXAM—N.Thomas 7 pass from Reed (Bond kick),
6:37.

Second Quarter

USC—Lane 30 pass from Maiava (Lantz kick), 10:16.

Third Quarter

TXAM—N.Thomas 5 pass from Reed (Bond kick),
11:03.

TXAM—FG Bond 27, 6:12.
TXAM—Barber 5 pass from Reed (Bond kick), 5:12.
USC—Lane 17 pass from Maiava (Lantz kick), 3:42.

Fourth Quarter

USC—B.Jackson 1 run (Lantz kick), 14:24.
USC—Lane 15 pass from Maiava (Lantz kick), 4:30.
TXAM—Reed 19 run (Bond kick), 1:49.
USC—Ford 7 pass from Maiava (Lantz kick), :08.
Attendance—26,671.

STATISTICS

TEAM TXAM USC

First downs ...................................24 25
Total Net Yards .............................443 400
Rushes-yards ..........................30-151 31-105
Passing.......................................292 295
Punt Returns ................................0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns ...........................2-42 3-72
Interceptions Ret. ........................3-15 2-26
Comp-Att-Int..........................26-42-2 22-39-3
Sacked-Yards Lost .........................1-6 1-13
Punts....................................4-42.25 4-44.0
Fumbles-Lost................................0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards ...........................8-73 6-70
Time of Possession ....................31:53 28:07

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Texas A&M, Owens 13-56, Reed 9-46,
Smith 5-36, Barber 1-8, Bussey 2-5. USC, Jackson 16-
66, Peterson 12-43, Maiava 3-(minus 4).

PASSING: Texas A&M, Reed 26-42-2-292. USC, Ma-
iava 22-39-3-295.

RECEIVING: Texas A&M, Barber 7-48, N.Thomas 5-
29, Bussey 4-37, Walker 3-49, T.Watson 3-42, Smith
2-18, Calhoun 1-36, Owens 1-6. USC, Lane 7-127, Lem-
on 6-99, Ford 6-59, Peterson 2-13, Maiava 1-(minus 3).

MISSED FIELD GOALS—Texas A&M, Bond 38. USC,
Lantz 39.
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No crazy buzzer-beater.

No last-minute miracle.

After so much heartache

over so many years, UCLA fi-

nally shook off its Gonzaga

jinx under coach Mick

Cronin on Saturday after-

noon.

It looked like the Bruins

might be in store for more

misfortune when Sebastian

Mack fouled Gonzaga’s

Ryan Nembhard on a driv-

ing layup with 8.1 seconds

left, sending Nembhard to

the line for the a free throw

that could tie the score.

But the basketball gods

finally smiled upon the Bru-

ins. Nembhard missed the

free throw and UCLA’s Skyy

Clark chased down the re-

bound before getting fouled.

He made both free throws to

give the No. 22 Bruins a

breathless 65-62 victory over

the No. 14 Bulldogs in the

West Coast Hoops Show-

down at the Intuit Dome.

Another wild finish for

Gonzaga was not in store af-

ter Nembhard’s heave be-

yond halfcourt was well off

the mark at the buzzer.

It was the first victory

over Gonzaga for Cronin at

UCLA after he’d dropped his

first four meetings, includ-

ing a pair of heartbreakers

on game-winning shots in

the NCAA tournament.

A heavily pro-Bruins

crowd of 12,272 cheered the

team on its way off the court

after it shook off its 16-point

collapse against North Car-

olina last weekend.

“We knew we let a big one

slip away in New York and

we’re still feeling that,” said

Clark, who was strong

across the board with 11

points, nine rebounds and

seven assists, “but we’ve got

to learn from it and move on,

so we just came into this

game hungry, we did not

want to lose.”

After barely playing in

the second half against the 

Smiles abound as Bruins break Bulldogs’ spell 

KOBE JOHNSON, left, and Lazar Stefanovic roared over a clutch win against Gonzaga in the West Coast
Hoops Showdown at the Intuit Dome. Johnson was a key contributor late with four threes after halftime. 

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

Cronin gets first win
over NCAA nemesis
after Clark seals it in
the final seconds. 

NO. 22 UCLA 65
NO. 14 GONZAGA 62

By Ben Bolch

[SeeUCLA,D6]

LAS VEGAS BOWL ::USC 35, TEXAS A&M 31

LAS VEGAS — It was less than four

months ago, at the start of his third and most

consequential season yet as USC’s coach,

that Lincoln Riley walked off this same field

at Allegiant Stadium, brimming with belief.

His new quarterback had come through. His

rebuilt defense had delivered. The state-

ment he’d been searching for finally seemed

to arrive in a season-opening win over Louisi-

ana State.

“We know what we’ve been building,” Ril-

ey said that night. “I know we’re making

progress.”

By late December, any signs of that prog-

ress had disappeared and confidence in Ril-

ey had faded along with it, lost during a frus-

trating season that ended Friday night right

back where it began. But after a campaign

filled with painful fourth-quarter collapses,

the Trojans were able to return, for one night 

MASON COBB (13) and his Trojans teammates could smile Friday night at Allegiant Stadium after they came back from 17 points down to finish the season 7-6.
Photographs by David Becker Getty Images

Right back where they partied 

KYLE FORD falls to his knees as he is overwhelmed by his up-and-down jour-
ney that ended with his game-winning score. Said Ford, “It all hit me at once.”

Trojans prevail in
thriller to bookend
season-opening win
By Ryan Kartje

[SeeUSC,D7]

Lincoln Riley was beaming.

The USC coach said he saw

it when his team came back

from an 17-point deficit

against Texas A&M to claim a

35-31 victory in the Las Vegas

Bowl.

He said he could feel it in

the locker room.

“There’s a toughness and a

hardness that’s developing within this

program right now,” Riley said.

But how much should be made of this?

As much as Riley raved about the resil-

ience of the Trojans, the reality is they were

a 7-6 team this season.

Mental fortitude is important, but so is

physical talent and USC looks as if it could

be short on that in various parts of the field

again next year.

Players stepped up
for USC fans, and
now it’s Riley’s turn
DYLAN HERNÁNDEZ

[SeeHernández,D7]



Hold on a minute.

Actually, make that at least 24

hours. Maybe even 48.

After 16 games it’s now hurry-

up-and-wait for the Rams, who

moved closer to clinching the NFC

West title on Saturday with a 13-9

victory over the Arizona Cardinals

in front of 73,051 at SoFi Stadium.

Kyren Williams rushed for a

touchdown, Puka Nacua amassed

129 yards receiving and safety

Kamren Kinchens and veteran cor-

nerback Ahkello Witherspoon had

fourth-quarter interceptions as

the Rams extended their winning

streak to five games and improved

to 10-6.

On a night when the 1990s band

Sublime performed at halftime,

the Rams’ performance was any-

thing but sublime.

Still, it was enough to set up a

long weekend of watching and

waiting to determine whether the

season finale against the Seattle

Seahawks (9-7) will mean anything

for either team’s playoff hopes.

The victory over the Cardinals

positioned the Rams to clinch the

division before that game at SoFi

Stadium is played on Saturday or

Sunday. The NFL will announce

the Week 18 schedule after Week 17.

The Rams, seeking a playoff

berth for the sixth time in coach

Sean McVay’s eight seasons, need

help from other teams to secure

the NFL’s “strength of victory” tie-

breaker that would make next

weekend’s result against the Sea-

hawks moot.

On Saturday, the Cincinnati

Bengals did their part by defeating

the Denver Broncos in overtime.

Now the Rams must wait to see if

three of five teams — the Cleveland

Browns, Washington Command-

ers, Buffalo Bills and Minnesota Vi-

kings on Sunday, and if need be the

San Francisco 49ers on Monday —

can win and enable McVay to rest

starters for the playoffs.

The Rams went into Saturday’s

game aiming to avenge their 41-10

loss in Arizona in Week 2.

After the Rams failed to score a

touchdown in the rain during a vic-

tory over the 49ers in Santa Clara,

and did just enough to defeat the

New York Jets in frigid New Jersey,

the conditions seemed perfect for a

breakout performance.

In the first game against the

Cardinals, the Rams were missing

several starters because of injuries

and lost more during the loss. This

time they were near full strength.

Plus, for once they even had a

home stadium devoid of boisterous

opposing fans. 

Yet it was still a struggle to win

for the ninth time in 11 games.

Quarterback Matthew Stafford

completed 17 of 32 passes for 189

yards. Nacua caught 10 of them.

Braden Fiske sacked Cardinals

quarterback Kyler Murray twice,

and Kobie Turner and Byron

Young each sacked him once.

Murray completed 33 of 48

passes for 321 yards and a touch-

down. He rushed for 32 yards in

four carries.

Tight end Trey McBride caught

12 passes for 123 yards and a touch-

down.

The Rams led 10-0 at halftime

on Williams’ one-yard touchdown

run and Joshua Karty’s 53-yard

field goal.

Murray’s short touchdown pass

to McBride midway through the

third quarter cut the margin, but

Rams linebacker Michael Hoecht

blocked the extra-point attempt.

The Cardinals pulled to within a

point with a field goal early in the

fourth quarter, but Karty’ 25-yard

field goal with less than seven min-

utes remaining increased the lead

to 13-9.

The Rams seemed to have

stopped the Cardinals’ last threat

with about three minutes left when

Kinchens intercepted a long pass

intended for Marvin Harrison Jr.

However the Rams were forced to

punt, and the Cardinals got the ball

with just more than two minutes

left.

Murray directed a drive to the

Rams’ five-yard line. But his pass

to McBride tipped off the tight

end’s helmet and was intercepted

by Witherspoon with 42 seconds

left to seal the win.

KAMREN KINCHENS makes an interception over Cardinals receiver Marvin Harrison Jr. in the Rams’ 13-9 win Saturday that avenged a Week 2 loss to Arizona. 
Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

Rams grab win, close in on division title 
By Gary Klein

The hit was going to come, the

Lakers and JJ Redick sure of it.

Sacramento had been thrown

into complete chaos, the Lakers

taking two straight from the Kings

in their building last week — links

in the chain of events that led to the

Kings firing coach Mike Brown on

his way to board the flight for L.A.

Beating the Kings for the fourth

time this season already was going

to be hard; a shakeup like a coach-

ing change was sure to have Sacra-

mento flying around the court like

the turbo button was stuck.

The Lakers would have to re-

spond, meet force with force and

speed with speed — and do it with-

out LeBron James, who was home

sick.

But just like they found a way on

Christmas with Anthony Davis out

because of an ankle injury, the Lak-

ers did it again Saturday in a 132-122

win, spoiling former Laker (and ri-

val) Doug Christie’s first game as

the Kings’ interim coach.

Austin Reaves, who hit the win-

ning shot against Golden State on

Christmas, orchestrated the of-

fense with James out, scoring 26

and dishing out a career-high 16 as-

sists. Davis, back on the floor after

playing only seven minutes

Wednesday, dominated his

matchup with Domantas Sabonis,

scoring 36 (on only 16 shots) to go

with 15 rebounds and eight assists.

And Rui Hachimura needed only 11

shots to score 21 points while giving

the Lakers the kind of physicality

and activity on the wing they need

on both ends of the court.

Sabonis scored 14 points before

fouling out in 26 minutes. De’Aaron

Fox had 29 points and 12 assists

and DeMar DeRozan finished with

25 points for the Kings (13-19).

The Lakers (18-13) led by as

many as 20 after a dominant third

quarter in which they outscored

the Kings 42-24. The Lakers’ 59.7%

shooting from the field and their

53.8% three-point shooting were

season highs.

In addition to the Lakers having

no real concern about James and

his illness, more help is incoming.

Jaxson Hayes, who has missed

the last 14 games because of a

sprained ankle, is set to return

Tuesday against first-place Cleve-

land.

—Dan Woike

UCLA FOOTBALL

Bruins land Aguilar,
successor to Garbers

UCLA has landed its likely suc-

cessor to quarterback Ethan

Garbers.

His name is Joey Aguilar, and

he’s put up prolific numbers the

last two seasons at Appalachian

State while leading the Mountain-

eers to a bowl victory, not to men-

tion a triumph over the coach who

will be his offensive coordinator

with the Bruins.

Aguilar, who announced his

commitment to UCLA on social

media Saturday evening, threw the

winning touchdown pass in over-

time to lift Appalachian State to a

victory over then-unbeaten James

Madison late in 2023 when the

Dukes staff included Tino Sunseri,

who will become the Bruins’ offen-

sive coordinator next year after

one season at Indiana.

During his two seasons at Ap-

palachian State, Aguilar com-

pleted 60% of his passes for 6,760

yards and 56 touchdowns with 24

interceptions. The native of Anti-

och, Calif., who spent two seasons

at Diablo Valley Community Col-

lege in central California, also

showed an ability to generate yard-

age on the ground, rushing for 456

yards and five touchdowns in two

seasons with the Mountaineers.

In 2023, Aguilar was selected

the Sun Belt Conference’s new-

comer of the year after leading Ap-

palachian State to a 9-5 record that

included a victory over Miami

(Ohio) in the Cure Bowl. The

Mountaineers backslid to a 5-6

record this past season, when

Aguilar’s production dipped and

he completed 56% of his passes for

3,003 yards with 23 touchdowns

and 14 interceptions.

Aguilar gained one final season

of eligibility after quarterback Di-

ego Pavia won a court challenge to

grant additional eligibility for play-

ers who had competed at the junior

college level.

With Garbers having exhausted

his eligibility and top backup

Justyn Martin having transferred

to Maryland, Aguilar is the clear

front-runner to start UCLA’s sea-

son opener against Utah on Aug. 30

at the Rose Bowl.

—Ben Bolch

Minus James, Lakers
find enough offense
behind Davis, Reaves 
staff reports

THE LAKERS’ Anthony Davis shoots for two of his game-high 36 points as the Kings’ Trey Lyles
(41) and Keon Ellis (23) defend. Austin Reaves added 26 points to bolster the Lakers offense.

Mark J. Terrill Associated Press
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Pre-order online and save now at

shoplatimes.com/FernandoBook
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MEMORIALIZED
The career of a legend

Celebrate the legacy of
Fernando Valenzuela

in a hardcover collector’s book

In the wake of the passing of the incomparable Fernando Valenzuela, we invite you to celebrate the life and

legacy of this Dodgers icon with this hardcover commemorative book. This beautifully crafted, 160-page cofee-

table book, brought to you by the Los Angeles Times, is a heartfelt tribute to the man who forever changed the

fabric of the Dodgers and Major League Baseball. With captivating stories and stunning photographs, this book

showcases the remarkable journey of a 20-year-old from a small town in Mexico who became MLB’s only Cy

Young Award-winning rookie pitcher, igniting “Fernandomania” and inspiring generations of fans. It’s more than

a collection of memories; it’s a testament to the quiet pride and dignity that defined Valenzuela’s career and life.

Let “Amor Eterno: Fernando Valenzuela: The Life and Legacy of a Dodgers Legend” be your way to honor an icon

and cherish the enduring impact he had on the game and its fans. Order your copy today and keep the spirit of

Fernando Valenzuela alive.

$38.00 $45.00 • plus tax & shipping • ofer expires Feb. 21, 2025 • books ship March 21, 2025

Save 15%
for a limited time



Photographers take us behind the lens of some of the year’s most striking

portraits in a showcase of Hollywood and arts figures at play in their element.
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CLARENCE MACLIN BY THE TYLER TWINS
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AARON MOTEN, WALTON GOGGINS AND ELLA PURNELL

BY SHAYAN ASGHARNIA IN LOS ANGELES

The three stars of “Fallout” flew in from different parts of the globe to talk with The Envelope in May,

comparing notes about the challenging weather during production of the Amazon Prime Video series.

NAVA MAU 

BY RAUL ROMO 

IN LOS ANGELES

This quick 20-minute session was

such a fun moment. We shot in a small

studio at Netflix headquarters, and a

fun fact is that this image was shot

through a small handheld mirror. 

I love to play with mirrors, and try to

get a variety of shots however I can,

and this was a moment captured

candidly in between setups. Nava’s

smile really encapsulates the energy

and joy we all felt on set that day.

GARCELLE

BEAUVAIS

BY JASON ARMOND 

IN LOS ANGELES

Typically, I don’t get

star-struck, but I must admit

I was a bit more excited than

usual when I got the

assignment to photograph

Beauvais. I’ve been a fan of

hers since I first saw her as

Fancy on “The Jamie Foxx

Show” when I was a kid. As

I walked into the shoot, 

I almost yelled, “What’s up,

Fancy?” — a nod to her iconic

role from the 1990s.
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THISWEEK
DIVAS&DESPOTS:

TEN PORTRAITS BY PABLO LARRAÍN
A TEN-FILM RETROSPECTIVE OF THEMARIA DIRECTOR

DEC 30 - JAN7
TONYMANERO 35MM • POSTMORTEM 35MM

NO • THECLUB • JACKIE • NERUDA
EMA •SPENCER • ELCONDE •MARIA*

SKIPPEDABEAT: EMILIAPÉREZANDMUSICALSONTHE EDGE
VELVET GOLDMINE 35MM MON7:00PM

LALALAND WED12:00PM
PLUSMORE SHOWS OF EMILIA PÉREZ CC

*ALL SHOWSAVAILABLEWITHAUDIODESCRIPTIONANDCLOSEDCAPTIONING.

BAYTHEATERLA.COM
310-230-1457
1035 N SWARTHMORE AVENUE
PALISADES VILLAGEMALL

NOWPLAYINGWALLACE&GROMIT:VENGEANCEMOST FOWL*
ALSO PLAYING

MARIA* •EMILIAPÉREZ CC

THEPIANOLESSON* •WILL&HARPER*
HIS THREEDAUGHTERS* •DAUGHTERS*

THEREMARKABLE LIFEOF IBELIN CC • CARRY-ON*
MASTERSOFMEMORY:THE FILMSOFTAKAHATA&MOMOSE

THISWEEK: THE IMAGINARY* (IN ENGLISH)
PRE-RECORDED INTRO FROMDIRECTORYOSHIYUKIMOMOSE!

THE INCREDIBLES
*SHOWS AVAILABLEWITH CLOSED CAPTIONING AND AUDIO DESCRIPTION

MILESTONE MOVIES: 2004

Sign up now.

latimes.com/the-wild

An outdoors newsletter.



ON THE
COVER(S)
From up-and-comers to wickedly skilled pros,

the actors spotlighted individually on the

cover of each of our five Greater Los Angeles

editions turned in some of the year’s most

compelling performances.

Photographers take us behind the lens of some of the year’s most striking
portraits in a showcase of Hollywood and arts figures at play in their element.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024

ENTERTAINMENT

FACES OF  2024

CYNTHIA ERIVO BY VICTORIA WILL

CYNTHIA

ERIVO

BY VICTORIA

WILL IN NEW

YORK CITY

Though petite in

stature, Cynthia has an

undeniably powerful

presence. Before the

shoot, we connected to

brainstorm and align

our ideas. She arrived

with a vision, trust and

impeccable style. I could

have spent hours more,

playing and experi-

menting with the outfits

and ideas we had, but

this Golden Globe

nominee’s schedule is as

packed as her closet.

Photographers take us behind the lens of some of the year’s most striking
portraits in a showcase of Hollywood and arts figures at play in their element.
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FACES OF  22002244

CLARENCE MACLIN BY THE TYLER TWINS

ENTERTAINMENT

CLARENCE

MACLIN

BY THE TYLER

TWINS IN NEW

YORK CITY

The day after

photographing Kamala

Harris’ concession

speech — a moment that

left us, as Black women,

feeling both proud and

yet unseen and

undervalued —

humanization was on

our minds. It is always

an element in this type of

portraiture, and after

seeing “Sing Sing” we

really wanted to capture

Clarence in a happy and

gentle way, aspects that

you can see develop in

his character throughout

the film. DMX played in

the background, and a

flower picked from the

A24 terrace was the

perfect addition.

Photographers take us behind the lens of some of the year’s most striking
portraits in a showcase of Hollywood and arts figures at play in their element.
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NICHOLAS HOULT BY MARCUS UBUNGEN

NICHOLAS

HOULT

BY MARCUS

UBUNGEN IN 

EL SEGUNDO

We started with some

stool poses, then moved

to standing. At one

point, I noticed his

watch and thought it

would be cool to

highlight it. I gave him

some prompts to

incorporate more hand

gestures as I moved in

closer. Eventually, 

I asked him to go big —

reaching out toward the

camera while still being

able to see the lens. We

had fun experimenting,

and this final shot ended

up perfectly framing his

face within his hands.

Photographers take us behind the lens of some of the year’s most striking
portraits in a showcase of Hollywood and arts figures at play in their element.
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KALI REIS BY ANNIE NOELKER

KALI REIS

BY ANNIE 

NOELKER 

IN LOS ANGELES

For this shoot, 

I remember Kali being so

down to earth and

relaxed. She was just so

effortlessly cool and up

for whatever to get the

perfect shot. We made

an office building look

like a fashion shoot.

Photographers take us behind the lens of some of the year’s most striking
portraits in a showcase of Hollywood and arts figures at play in their element.
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MIKEY MADISON BY ETHAN BENAVIDEZ

MIKEY

MADISON 

BY ETHAN

BENAVIDEZ

IN WEST

HOLLYWOOD

Upon receiving this

assignment, 

I immediately went to

see “Anora” at the

AMC theater in

Burbank. I decided on

two lighting scenarios;

this one is based on

the club scenes from

the movie.
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DANNY FELDMAN 

BY CHRISTINA HOUSE IN EL SEGUNDO

This portrait was part of L.A. Influential, a project highlighting people

who are making a difference in Los Angeles. Danny’s career and

contributions to L.A. theater landed him on this year’s list. One thing

I enjoy during my portrait sessions is asking the person on the other 

side of my lens what kind of music they would like to hear. It’s a good

conversation starter and that becomes the soundtrack of our shoot. 

It was no surprise that Danny selected theater music, and it was

delightful to see him light up when a song he enjoyed filled the room.

CHRIS PERFETTI

BY CHRISTINA HOUSE 

IN LOS ANGELES

Oftentimes the celebrity portraits I do are

in hotel rooms or event spaces. I find it

deeply personal to photograph someone in

their own home: There is a level of comfort

and intimacy that comes through that you

can’t always capture at a press junket in a

ballroom. Chris was open and willing to

play. He selected the playlist, climbed his

tree, sat in his garden and laid across his

couch. No hard stop pressure, no one else

around. And he wouldn’t take no for an

answer when he offered to help carry

equipment to my car.

ANDREW SCOTT 

BY RYAN PFLUGER 

IN LOS ANGELES

Andrew is willing to let his

guard down and directly

connects it with the act of being

photographed, especially with

his gaze. Having photographed

in this hotel room many times, 

I always try to neutralize the

hotel feel, with close crops and

shallow focus.
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RICKY MARTIN BY RYAN PFLUGER IN LOS ANGELES

There was an immediate engagement when Ricky stepped on set, which led to creating

images with a sense of intimacy and relaxation in the short time we had with each other.

MEGAN MORONEY

BY EVELYN FREJA IN NEW YORK CITY

That day we had planned to photograph outside in

beautiful Bryant Park, but instead it ended up pouring. 

I remember waking up to a text at 5:40 a.m. from Megan’s

PR team saying we needed to pivot to shooting outdoors at

the ABC “Good Morning America” set. ABC didn’t have any

rooms reserved for us, so instead we wandered around the

halls of ABC looking for interesting rooms to shoot in and

stumbled upon this full-length mirror.

YUVAL SHARON

BY ERIN BAIANO IN NEW YORK CITY

We were able to grab Yuval out of his rehearsal for the

groundbreaking opera he was directing, “The

Comet/Poppea,” in a studio next door at the

Baryshnikov Arts Center in NYC. I had my assistant

Helen Ho black out the room, and we used these fun

LED light wands that resemble lightsabers to give him

a colorful edge light. I took some photos of him

engaging with the camera, but I loved this unguarded

moment where he was deep in thought.
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ANNA SAWAI

BY CHRISTINA HOUSE 

IN PASADENA

Anna is an absolute pleasure to

work with. Her confident and

calm demeanor allowed me to

connect with her easily.

GEORGE AND MAYAN LOPEZ BY ALDO CHACON AT THE UNIVERSAL LOT

They had a great dynamic between each other, with George striking funny poses 

and making hilarious faces, which were effortless for me to capture.
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BILLIE EILISH AND FINNEAS O’CONNELL

BY MARCUS UBUNGEN IN LOS ANGELES

The challenge for this shoot was capturing the close relationship between Billie

and Finneas without it appearing as though they were a couple. The pose that

worked best was sitting them back-to-back and encouraging them to talk to

each other. As they chatted, I snapped away, and when there was a natural

pause in their conversation, I asked them to look directly at the camera. 

That’s how we landed on this shot.

JANELLE JAMES 

BY DANIA MAXWELL IN LOS ANGELES

It’s hard to imagine that this picture was taken in an office,

but behind that canvas backdrop is office furniture. Janelle

was fun to work with, as she had a clear idea of how she

wanted to look but was open to my creative ideas as well.

ELIM CHAN

BY GINA FERAZZI IN LOS ANGELES

At the Hollywood Bowl, there is a peephole backstage. 

It’s behind the orchestra. By climbing a small wooden ladder to

a platform and removing the trap door, I was able to photograph

the conductor straight on and capture her expressions. I was

using a mirrorless camera, which is completely silent.

Hear top talent at
their most candid.

Dive in. Scan the code or visit
latimes.com/envelopepodcast

Listen as actors, directors, screenwriters
andmore share intimate stories about their
personal lives and creative processes — and
how it all fuels their art — on The Envelope
Podcast. Join our hosts as they guide you
through open conversations with the year’s
top awards contenders.

To follow along all season, listen and
subscribe wherever you get your podcasts
or watch The Envelope Podcast on YouTube.
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SEBASTIAN STAN, MIKE MARINO AND ADAM PEARSON 

BY SEAN DOUGHERTY IN NEW YORK CITY

The trio from “A Different Man” hadn’t seen each other in a while, so the room was filled with excitement as they

reunited during the shoot. We worked in a pop-up set in the A24 office kitchen, with just under 20 minutes for

both group and solo portraits; their connection made it seamless. Between takes, Mike recognized my Mamiya

RZ67 and we hit it off talking about medium format, the Phase One buyout and film versus digital.

PAUL W. DOWNS

BY JENNIFER McCORD 

IN LOS ANGELES

This was a super fun shoot as I’d just

binge-watched “Hacks” a few days

before this assignment came in. Paul

was super wonderful to work with —

funny, lovely and up for going

wherever the good light was.

DOJA CAT BY DANIA MAXWELL IN INDIO

This is my fourth consecutive year photographing Coachella, and it’s always fun when the artists are as

expressive as Doja Cat was in her performance. We only get to photograph the first three songs, which can

be a challenge sometimes, but luckily Doja Cat had a lot of variation in her set from the beginning.

ANDREW

GARFIELD

BY EMIL RAVELO 

IN LOS ANGELES

I was scheduled for 30 minutes

with Andrew, but with

jumbled adrenaline rushing

we got through a very

optimistic six-setup shoot in

under 13 minutes or so. This

photo in particular was

created near the end of our

session when his stylist,

Warren Alfie Baker, laid out a

generous spread of options —

and I was immediately drawn

to the trench coat by fashion

house Lanvin.



LATIMES.COM/ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024 E9

BILLY CRUDUP BY OLIVER MAYHALL IN LONDON

Billy had an undeniable presence and energy when he walked into the room. He was in London at the time, performing

in the West End production of “Harry Clarke,” where he brought 19 different characters to life. For this sitting, 

I rented a tri-fold mirror from a prop house, aiming to capture a unique perspective by showcasing him from multiple

angles. While working with mirrors can be challenging, as composition becomes key, the mirror served as a symbolic

nod not only to his portrayal in “Harry Clarke” but also his multifaceted role as Cory Ellison in “The Morning Show.”

WINONA RYDER 
BY JENNIFER McCORD IN NEW YORK CITY

This shot was taken in New York while Winona was on a press tour for the new

“Beetlejuice,” and as with a lot of these shoots, we didn’t have much time or

space. She had on this incredible jacket with “Gena” stitched on the lapel in

memory of Gena Rowlands, so I asked her to push her hands deep into the

pockets. For me, the posing feels classic and cool — things that are both so

Winona Ryder — but it also has some sort of pensive weirdness to it, especially

because she’s not looking at the camera. I love that.

HARVEY GUILLÉN 
BY VICTORIA WILL IN NEW YORK CITY

I had the pleasure of photographing most of the cast of “What We Do in the

Shadows” to mark the beginning of its final season. Each cast member brought

their unique flair to the shoot, but Harvey stood out, arriving in a cape paired

with an impeccably styled shirt and collar — a photographer’s dream. He was

eager to experiment with reflections, movement and anything that could

elevate the shoot beyond the ordinary. What a gift!

LIZA 
COLÓN-ZAYAS
BY CHRISTINA HOUSE

IN EL SEGUNDO

This shoot took place in the Test

Kitchen at the Los Angeles Times.

As a nod to her role as a cook on

“The Bear,” I thought it would be

cool to shoot her in the walk-in

fridge, and it took no convincing to

get her on board. This frame in

particular was caught while she

was dancing to salsa music before

we headed to the fridge. Liza has a

smile that can kill you.
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CAROL BURNETT

BY LINUS JOHNSON 

IN SANTA BARBARA

All of the images were shot on a

camera from the 1960s called the

Mamiya RB67. Carol expressed

some excitement to see some

cool older film cameras. We only

took photos for about 15

minutes, and she was so bubbly,

polite and easy to photograph.

MARISSA BODE BY ETHAN BENAVIDEZ IN UNIVERSAL CITY

This photo shoot took place in the Universal Studios backlot during the “Wicked” press day. There was so much going

on behind the scenes, including Cynthia Erivo zooming around driving the cast and teams around on the golf cart.

SHABOOZEY

BY ETHAN BENAVIDEZ IN LOS ANGELES

I remember playing country music super loud the whole

shoot. The color of the backdrop is inspired by Shaboozey’s

love for warm tones throughout his imagery.

MAGDALENA SUAREZ FRIMKESS

BY ALLEN J. SCHABEN IN LOS ANGELES

The 95-year-old artist, who was born in Venezuela, brought her

own disposable camera to document her first museum survey

exhibition at LACMA in August.
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California sparkling wines
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T
HE LOVE STORY of musicians Ann Marie
Simpson-Einziger and Mike Einziger was fortified
in a lab. ¶After meeting through a mutual col-
league in 2010, the Santa Monica-based couple’s
courtship began the following year, as they were
collaborating with Oscar-winning composer Hans
Zimmer on a series of film scores. Einziger is best
known as the founding guitarist of California-
based rock band Incubus. His wife is a renowned

composer and violinist for artists including Jethro Tull, Ringo Starr,
Dave Matthews Band and Stevie Nicks. ¶The couple had been seeing
one another for only about a year when together they stumbled upon a
medical mystery. It resulted in a thrilling scientific discovery, the foun-
ding of a biotech beauty company called Mother Science — and their
own unique happily-ever-after. ¶ “It was an unexpected journey,” said
Simpson-Einziger. ¶ “We were simply trying to answer a series of unan-
swered scientific questions,” her husband added.

It all began in 2012 when
Simpson-Einziger developed a
fungal infection while traveling
abroad. A classically trained
violinist by trade, she was per-
forming with composer A.R.
Rahman in India when she
noticed lightened patches of
skin on her back and under her
bra line. They resembled
“loosely drawn flower blooms,
with rounded edges,” she said.

After consulting her derma-
tologist, Simpson-Einziger was
diagnosed with a temporary
fungal infection called Tinea
versicolor, which can lighten or
darken skin pigmentation as a
result of humidity.

“It’s an imbalance of the
microbiome,” Simpson-Einziger
said. “The condition was harm-
less, it resolves on its own and 
[I was told] that the lightened
patches of skin would all go
back to normal. But I got so
curious.”

Armed with an undergradu-
ate degree in biology from the
University of Virginia, the for-
mer physics and chemistry
teacher pored through science
journals like Pigment
International and
Chembiochem to find articles
that better explained the scien-
ce behind her skin condition.
She then began to wonder if
whatever had caused it could
also be used as a skincare aid
that reduced dark spots.

She enlisted the help of her
then-fiancé, Einziger, who also
happened to have a background
in science. He had recently
completed the two-year Special
Student program at Harvard
University’s Graduate School of
Arts and Sciences, where he
studied cosmology and evolu-
tionary biology. He still had
access to the university’s con-
siderable research databases,
which meant he could help her
look up articles on Tinea versi-
color. Soon, he joined her obses-
sion.

“There was tons of literature
to research, but nothing coming
at it from our perspective,” said
Einziger. “We learned pretty
quickly that there were no real
hypotheses about how this was
happening.”

Though they still couldn’t
prove it, Simpson-Einziger’s
theory that her skin condition
could be of use in the beauty
world kept them both up at
night.

“I actually had a nightmare
that somebody took her idea,”
he said.

It was then, in 2015, that he
called Dr. Jonathan Sackier, a
family friend and biotech and
medical entrepreneur, who

co-invented robotic surgery.
“I taught his daughter violin

lessons when I was a recent
college graduate living in Virgin-
ia,” Simpson-Einziger said. 

“We went to [him] fully pre-
pared that we were going to get
laughed out of the room,”
Einziger added.

Sackier remembers the
couple’s uncertainty during the
phone call. “Ann-Marie was in
the background, whispering,
‘He’s going to think we’re idi-
ots,’ ” he said. “[Mike] asked if 
I could identify what it was
about the fungal infection that
was causing depigmentation
and having identified it, could 
I synthesize or somehow isolate
the chemical so that we could do
something to impact pigmenta-
tion disorders.”

A surgeon by specialty, Sack-
ier connected them with his
colleague, Timothy Macdonald,
a scientist and professor emeri-
tus of chemistry and pharma-
cology at the University of Vir-
ginia.

“I have taken many projects
to him over the years,” Sackier
said. “I call him ‘Dr. No,’ because
he always says, ‘No, that doesn’t
make sense. No, that won’t
work.’ When I told him this, he
went, ‘Holy moly, that’s impres-
sive.’”

Macdonald began advising
the couple and helped connect
them with a North Carolina-
based research organization
called PharmaDirections. The
drug development company
helped design a scientific pro-
gram to explore various com-
pounds that had caught the
Einzigers’ attention while re-
searching.

After countless studies, they
discovered that a naturally
occurring molecule that had
co-evolved with the human
microbiome, Malassezin (pro-
nounced mal-uh-say-zin), could
be beneficial for sun spots.
While the molecule was identi-
fied and named in 2001, the
Einzigers were the first to recog-
nize that Malassezin could be
valuable in the context of skin-
care.

“Malassezin is made from a
yeast,” said New York-based
dermatologist Dr. Amy Wechs-
ler. “When someone has the
yeast infection on their skin, the
skin often bleaches temporari-
ly.”

The couple filed an applica-
tion to patent the discovery in
2016. (It was officially granted in
2018.) They then worked with a
team of scientists including
cosmetic chemist Susan Golds-
berry and beauty innovation
entrepreneur Tim McCraw to

develop Malassezin into a topi-
cal serum after previously man-
ufacturing it through a separate
process called chemical syn-
thesis.

They began testing to see if it
could benefit melanocytes, the
skin cells that produce melanin,
the dark pigment in question.
The couple used their personal
savings to fund the initial re-
search.

“I justified it as, ‘How much
would I pay for an education
where experts in the field teach
me how to characterize a mole-
cule and then commercialize
it?’” Simpson-Einziger said.
“That one-on-one education
was worth what we put into
investigating this molecule.”

They brought on beauty
industry veteran Edna Coryell,
McCraw’s daughter, as co-
founder and CEO of Mother
Science in August 2017 to over-
see further research and devel-
opment, which involved in vitro
studies, 3D cell cultures, ex vivo
skin testing and genetic analy-

sis. Coryell had never brought a
new ingredient to the market
until Malassezin.

“It is very rare,” said Coryell.
“Truly, as we were going
through [the process], it was
writing the playbook for this.’”

The Einzigers also collabo-
rated with Dr. Pearl Grimes,
director of the Vitiligo & Pig-
mentation Institute of Southern
California, who specializes in
vitiligo and pigmentation disor-
ders.

“This is somebody who’s
been looking at Tinea versicolor
for decades,” Einziger said. “Her
first reaction was, ‘How did you
guys figure this out?’ ”

“I was 100% fascinated,”
Grimes said of reviewing their
initial in vitro studies. “The
science [and] the concept was
disruptive.”

Grimes assembled a clinical
program, which led to proof-of-
concept data that’s since been
published in peer-reviewed
journals including the Ameri-
can Academy of Dermatology
and Journal of Drugs in
Dermatology.

She went so far as to take a
skin biopsy from her own elbow
for lab testing. Using VISIA skin
analysis technology, she found
that the serum helped fade
hyperpigmentation on the
sample.

“That’s when I really knew

that it worked,” Grimes said. 
“I used it in a stubborn area, and
I could clearly see via photo-
graphic documentation that it
was responding.”

Einziger also biopsied a
patch on his arm for Grimes to
analyze. “We felt responsible,”
he said. “Mine was done before
we even did the human clinical
study.”

Simpson-Einziger joked that
she too “put real skin in the
game” after she said she had her
face punch-biopsied — a pro-
cedure in which an instrument
is used to remove a deeper skin
sample — three times.

“Having holes punched in my
face was an ultimate act of belief
in what we’ve made,” Simpson-
Einziger said.

Once the Einzigers con-
firmed that the data supported
their initial hypothesis in a
human clinical study, they
moved forward with a business
plan for what eventually be-
came Mother Science. (It joins
the couple’s two other co-
founded businesses, including
Mixhalo, a networking technol-
ogy company for live events.)

Mother Science — named as
a nod to French physicist and
chemist Marie Curie — was
born as a result of raising an
initial round of approximately
$3.2 million in seed funding from
a small group of venture capi-
talists and angel investors,
including Hawktail’s Michael
Polansky and Drew Houston,
the co-founder of Dropbox.
After more than six years of
research, Malassezin became
the DNA of Mother Science,
which officially launched in 2023
with its first product, Molecular
Hero Serum ($89). The product
is meant to reduce hyperpig-
mentation and brighten skin.

“It’s a powerful antioxidant,”
Simpson-Einziger said. “When
we started testing, we learned
that Malassezin happens to
offer superior protection
against hydroxyl and peroxyl
free radicals, which are [some
of] the most damaging. We had
this molecule that was going to
do something marvelous in
protecting the skin.”

A second product, Retinol
Synergist ($96), was released
earlier this year. And Molecular
Genesis Barrier Repair Mois-
turizer ($68), featuring
Malassezin, will be released on
Jan. 7.

“Malassezin is really versa-
tile, as it’s able to target hyper-
pigmentation, improve the
skin’s moisture barrier and
provide potent antioxidant
protection without any irrita-
tion,” said Connecticut-based
dermatologist Dr. Mona Go-
hara, who is also an associate
clinical professor at Yale Uni-
versity. “The beauty of it is it’s
gentle but also highly effica-
cious.”

In 2016, the same year the
Einzigers filed a patent for their
scientific discovery, the couple
married. They are now parents
to four children including a
nearly 1-year-old son. Because
their courtship intersected with
their scientific passion project,
they consider Mother Science
their fifth child.

“We had a lot of people who
said, ‘You don’t want to do this.
This is too hard. It’s going to
take years.’” Simpson-Einziger
said, pausing. “I remember
thinking, ‘Years don’t scare me.
I have a baby. I’m going to have
to take care of a human for 
18 years.’ There are no guaran-
tees when you have a child how
they’re going to turn out, but
you do it out of love, out of pas-
sion, and it makes your life
richer.” 

While the couple continues
to grow Mother Science’s prod-
uct lineup, Simpson-Einziger is
most proud of their process of
discovery itself.

“We’re excited about contrib-
uting to science, and having
that legacy as part of our
brand,” she said.

She hopes Malassezin will
one day be as universally known
as Vitamin C and hyaluronic
acid. 

“I want people talking about
Malassezin, not even about our
brand, just about Malassezin,”
she said.

In other words, she and her
husband hope the ingredients
of their products will be front
and center — not themselves.

“Nobody is excited about
coming to me for their skincare
needs,” Einziger, who still regu-
larly sells out stadiums with
Incubus, said with a laugh. “I’m
just a person who plays music
who happens to be curious
about the skin microbiome.”

Their medical mystery 
led to a new skincare line
CURIOUS ABOUT A FUNGAL INFECTION, VIOLINIST ANN MARIE SIMPSON-EINZIGER AND

HER GUITARIST HUSBAND WENT DOWN A RESEARCH RABBIT HOLE. BY LINDZI SCHARF

MIKE EINZIGER,
guitarist for rock band
Incubus, and violinist
Ann Marie Simpson-
Einziger, at their Mali-
bu home, both have
science backgrounds.

Photographs by Al Seib For The Times

THE COUPLE’S

Mother Science brand
treats hyperpigmenta-
tion with the naturally
occurring molecule
Malassezin.



ARCHITECT YO-ICHIRO HAKOMORI HELPED A DESIGN-MINDED

COUPLE CREATE A SHOWCASE FOR ARTFUL LIVING ON STEEP SITE

Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times

ISING STEEPLY above a ravine in the Hollywood
Hills, Nina and Andreas Grueter’s concrete home conjures a villain’s
lair in a James Bond thriller — John Lautner’s Brutalist Elrod House in
“Diamonds Are Forever” comes to mind — with the nearby Hollywood
sign adding to its cinematic allure. ¶For some, a narrow hillside lot
might seem a risky location to build a home, especially at the end of a
dirt road. But for the globetrotting European developers, it was an
exciting challenge they were willing to take on. ¶“Are you afraid of
heights?” Andreas asked as we ascended one of the home’s many stair-
cases to the rooftop deck. “We are working on a zipline from the beach
to here,” he said jokingly when he reached the top floor, which has been
featured in the “Forever Sunday” music video by KeshYou and Snoop
Dogg and a commercial for the World Series featuring Saweetie.

As developers of visionary
projects for Snow Hill
Development, including an art
hotel in the North Atlantic off
Canada and a sustainable home
in Yucca Valley, the couple was
immediately interested when
they saw the for-sale sign on the
empty lot while hiking in Grif-
fith Park.

“We do everything from
buying the land to designing the
interiors,” Andreas said of their
projects.

After contacting the owner,
who had several properties
around the country, the couple
purchased the 10,500-square-
foot lot for $40,000 in 2012. Little
did they know that it would take
more than a decade to build a
home on the challenging site.

“It was meant to be,” said
Andreas. “The land was looking
for us, not the opposite.”

This sense of destiny is pal-
pable in the Grueters’ connec-
tion to the land, which is
shrouded in a canopy of mature
sycamores. The property offers
sweeping views of Beachwood
Canyon, and “on a clear day, you
can see Catalina,” Nina said as
hikers stopped nearby to gape
at the house like it was an at-
traction. “Yesterday, we saw the
ocean and the islands.”

With a desire for a contempo-
rary, iconic building, the couple
sought out WHY Architecture,
where architects Yo-ichiro
Hakomori and Kulapat
Yantrasast, known for their
work on the Grand Rapids Art
Museum in Michigan, were
commissioned to bring the
Grueters’ vision to life.

“We wanted our home to be
as sleek and clean as possible,”
said Andreas, who grew up in
Switzerland in a clean-lined
Bauhaus home.

After Hakomori left the firm,
he continued to help WHY to
secure the building permit and
planning approval. Once the

Grueters received a building
permit, they continued con-
struction with StudioHau,
which Hakomori founded. 

Hakomori never thought the
site was impossible to build on,
based on other hillside homes
such as Rudolph Schindler’s
Wolfe House on Catalina Island,
but the lot’s unique topography
presented numerous challenges
during construction, from en-
suring the structure’s stability
(with more than 35 caissons) to
managing the permitting proc-
ess and meeting with multiple
neighborhood planning com-
mittees.

Andreas discussed some of
the challenges faced during
construction. “When we started
building, everyone underesti-
mated how hard it would be to
get the concrete trucks up to the
site,” he said. “The roads were
narrow, and the trucks couldn’t
be too long or too big. One com-
pany even refused to drive up
there. For a long time, it looked
like it would not happen.”

For Hokomori, who has
worked with architect Tadao
Ando and his mentor, Frank
Israel, the project was unlike

anything he had created before.
But after contemplating several
stacked forms, he ultimately
designed a home made of sus-
tainable board-form concrete
with three L-shaped frames —
with the living areas sand-
wiched in between them — that
extend over the steep hillside to
take advantage of the views.

Adhering to strict hillside
height regulations, Hakomori
designed each level of the four-
bedroom, four-bath house to be
directly connected to the out-
doors. “We tried to create out-
door spaces even though they
hover above the ground,” he
said. “The house is literally
hovering above the landscape.”

Composed of four floors, the
4,455-square-foot home offers a
different experience at every
level. There is a car elevator that
can house two vehicles (because
of the city’s parking require-
ments for their street). Also,
there’s a sauna, an office and a
walk-in wine cellar. A dramatic
wading pool, which cantilevers
off the living room, has specially
designed windows built into its
side that open to the kitchen,
imbuing the room with a soft
glow when the pool changes
color with the sunlight.

At the bottom of the multi-
level design sits a separate
guest house, where a deer the
couple have fondly named Hugo
is a frequent visitor.

And then, there is the Holly-

wood sign. Los Angeles has
many inspiring hillside homes,
from Lautner’s Chemosphere to
Frank Lloyd Wright’s George
Sturges House, but none has
the Hollywood sign in its back-
yard like the Grueters’ home
does.

“It’s larger than life,” Hako-
mori said of the familiar icon.
“It’s so much bigger than you
realize — just like in the Ed
Ruscha paintings. It almost
overpowered the site.”

But from the bottom, he
said, the views make you “feel
like you’re in a cave. While at the
top, you feel like you’re in the
air.”

Balancing the natural world
is integral to Hakomori’s archi-
tectural practice. Born in Japan
before his family moved to Bos-
ton, the USC professor said,
“I’m very influenced by the
indoor-outdoor movement and
California Modernism. It stems
from attending school in Japan,
seeing all the Japanese archi-
tecture, living in California and
experiencing the integration of
nature.”

The Grueters appreciate
Brutalist architecture, espe-
cially when it is embedded in
nature. Still, as intriguing as the
house is from the outside, it’s
their home. “We wanted to give
the construction soul by filling it
with beauty, joy and art,” An-
dreas said.

For the couple, the home’s
design was a collaborative
effort, a labor of love that they
infused with their unique style.
“We do this together,” Andreas
said. “It’s like magic. It’s fun, like
turning a black-and-white mov-
ie into color.”

The couple decorated the
interiors with bold, saturated
colors, including velvet drapes
and wallpaper from Paris in
tiger and botanical prints. Their
style, which Nina described as
“contemporary, cool design
mixed with a warm and inspir-
ing ambience,” reflects the
Grueters’ love for art and
beauty.

Given the limited wall space
due to the surplus of glass, the
couple’s extensive art collection

is installed in surprising places,
such as over windows and inside
the car elevator, which has been
featured in a Lamborghini
commercial. “We had to add the
elevator per city regulations
because parking is tight, so we
turned it into something beauti-
ful,” Andreas said.

The interiors are often whim-
sical, including a photograph of
the notorious obsessive-com-
pulsive Howard Hughes dis-
played in a closet and a portrait
of Hollywood legend Humphrey
Bogart in one of the guest
rooms.

“Everyone loves this room,”
Nina said with a laugh as she
stepped onto the guest room’s
shady outdoor patio. “It feels
like you’re embedded in the
trees.”

However, for the couple, the
most fascinating aspect of their
new home is that they live amid
nature, just 10 minutes from
Hollywood Boulevard.

“In the evening, it’s so quiet
here,” Nina said of living near
Griffith Park. “You can see the
stars and hear the owls.”

“Every hour is different,”
added Andreas, “and after 6 or 
7 o’clock, it’s a little spooky.”

Contrary to noted Los Ange-
les architect John Lautner, who
once said that Los Angeles was
“so ugly it made me physically
sick,” the couple have fallen in
love with their adopted city.

“L.A. has such beautiful
energy,” said Nina, who is Ger-
man. “No one in Europe can
believe the combination of
nature and city life here. We
have the Hollywood Bowl, mu-
seums, mountains, culture,
fantastic food and diversity.”

Despite being one of the
Grueters’ most challenging
projects (the couple declined to
share the project’s cost other
than the fact that it was more
expensive than they had antici-
pated), that L.A. spirit infuses
their home.

“Every single phase was
difficult,” Andreas said. “But at
sunset, the house turns into
something special. The whole
property has an incredible
energy. It was worth it.”

BY LISA BOONE

R

Photographs by Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times

ANDREAS and Nina
Grueter, top, with archi-
tect Yo-ichiro Hakomori
on the top floor of their
four-level concrete
house, which sits right
under the Hollywood
sign. The guest room,
below, features a portrait
of Humphrey Bogart and
an outdoor patio.

A STUNNING BRUTALIST

CONCRETE HOME TAKES

OVER A HILLSIDE LOT 
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CERAMIST Linda
Hsiao hand-builds
all of Knotwork
LA’s pieces in her
studio, formerly the
two-car garage of
her Altadena home.
“I always had a
weird imagination,”
she says.
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In this series, we high-

light independent mak-

ers and artists, from

glassblowers to fiber

artists, who are cre-

ating and producing

original products in 

Los Angeles.

INDA HSIAO was standing at a

weathered work table inside her ceramics studio in Alta-

dena. It was the day after Halloween, and her two chil-

dren, Saben Taylor, 5, and Wawona Hsiao, 3, worked

alongside her, hand-sculpting clay vessels as wild as a

child’s imagination. Like Saben’s handprints in the con-

crete patio outside the studio, Hsiao’s own wildly creative

imprint is clear in the whimsical vessels that line the

shelves of the former two-car garage, from long-beaked

toucan pitchers and owl juicers to Japanese daruma

wishing dolls and Venus of Willendorf lady tiki cups. ¶ “I’ve

always had a weird imagination,” Hsiao said as she con-

tinued to work on an emerging large-scale vase. “I like the

idea of creating mythical creatures that are a hybrid. They

are ambiguous and not quite what you would assume. 

I wish they existed.”

“Are we going to

school today?” Saben

asked.

“Yes,” Hsiao replied,

to his disappointment.

“Many of my vessels

are inspired by my kids,”

Hsiao said after Saben

and Wawona left for

school with their father,

architect Kagan Taylor. 

“I feel like I’m constantly

being filled … and emp-

tied.”

Hsiao grew up in

Laguna Hills, where her

parents, Taiwanese im-

migrants, ran a farm

specializing in Chinese

fruits and vegetables

such as bok choy and

bamboo shoots. Her

proximity to the ocean

and their farm inspired

her love of nature, which

she describes as “a lead-

ing force” in her life. Look-

ing back, she laughs as

she recalls explaining to

her elementary school

teacher that “watermel-

ons were not just red but

yellow too.” This love for

nature is evident in her

ceramics, which often

feature elements of the

natural world.

From a young age,

Hsiao, now 42, was drawn

to working with her

hands and taking art and

sculpting classes. Her

parents wanted to sup-

port her and sent her to a

summer program at

Parsons School of Design

in New York City as a

teenager. “My parents

thought, ‘That’ll get New

York out of her system,’ ”

she said with a chuckle.

But it only fueled her

passion further.

After high school,

Hsiao attended Pratt

Institute in Brooklyn,

where she studied indus-

trial design. Following

her graduation in 2004,

she dedicated nearly a

decade to designing

eyewear, often spending

12 hours a day in front of a

computer. This intense

focus left her feeling

“dizzy” and craving a

more hands-on creative

outlet.

So she joined a few

community studios in

Brooklyn and started

doing ceramics. However,

living in New York was

hard, and she missed

gardening and the easy

access to nature in Cali-

fornia. 

After nine years, she

moved back to California,

where she took ceramics

classes at Saddleback

College and Glendale

Community College at

night while freelancing —

designing everything

from eyewear to jewelry

for big brands to snow-

boarding gear — during

the day.

A hand-building class

with ceramics artist and

teacher Biliana Popova at

Glendale Community

College changed her

career path. “I didn’t take

to wheel throwing be-

cause I didn’t want things

to be perfectly symmetri-

cal,” Hsiao said. “I always

wanted to manipulate my

forms and change them.

My hands always wanted

to sculpt. After I took a

hand-building class, 

I never looked back.”

Later, after she met

her husband — and be-

fore they had children —

the couple collaborated

on a series of handmade

wooden baby rattles they

sold as part of Knotwork

LA, and she began to do

ceramics out of their

home in Highland Park.

(They have temporarily

stopped making the

rattles but hope to re-

stock them again as the

kids get older.) 

“Knotwork LA was

created as an outlet to

identify the work we do in

our spare time,” she said.

“Precious pieces of wood

saved from other projects

or found while hiking,

ideas that came to us in

the middle of the night

and a desire to create

beautiful, useful things.”

After juggling freelance

work and producing

ceramics in the evenings

and on weekends for 

10 years, she decided to

take a leap of faith and do

ceramics full-time in 2016.

She started with an

order of more than 800

plates and dishes for

Curtis Stone’s restaurant

Gwen in Hollywood. 

Since then, her studio

has evolved as her work

has become more sculp-

tural, and her inventory

has broadened.

Hsiao’s handmade

ceramics and figurines,

many of which she cuts

out using a cardboard

template after rolling the

clay flat with a slab roller,

exhibit a playful style that

is thoroughly her own.

“It’s kind of like sewing,”

she said of using pat-

terns. “I cut them out

with a knife and mold and

sculpt them afterward.”

Her works are filled

with whimsy and joy,

including a collection of

platters and plates fea-

turing inlaid porcelain

flowers, vaguely defined

creatures that hold birth-

day candles, penguin

pitchers and Buddhas.

Although she has made

lamps, she prefers to

focus on affordable goods

that can go straight into

someone’s home for them

to enjoy. “I like having a

price point that is some-

what attainable for most

people,” she said. “Lamps

are expensive.”

Her dream was always

to have a studio at home,

invest in a kiln and save

money on studio ex-

penses. After purchasing

their first home in 2020,

the couple spent eight

months redoing the

garage, which had a

collapsed roof, last year.

The studio is now an

artist’s dream, with two

kilns, ample space to

work, storage and a dedi-

cated area where Hsiao

can pack her orders. 

“I was using our bed-

room as our showroom

before,” she said. “It was

rough.”

But even though

Hsiao is working from

home most days, meeting

people in person has

always been a highlight of

having a small business.

In order to do even more

of that, she, Heather

Praun of Plant Material

and designer Bianca

D’Amico of Chaparral

Studio launched a semi-

annual craft show at

Plant Material’s Altadena

location. They’ve held

about half a dozen so far

(more information at

plant-material.com).

“The whole community

shows up,” she said,

smiling. “I’ve been lucky

enough to participate in

some of the most vibrant

collections of makers

throughout the years and

made friends with many.

It was a delight after

moving to Altadena to

find that so many of the

makers have found them-

selves here raising fam-

ilies, going to the same

schools and parks.”

“How she prioritizes

creativity in all aspects of

her life has always in-

spired me,” D’Amico said.

“There is endless thought

and time poured into her

work, but she exercises

that part of herself in

every aspect of her life.

Even dinner [at] home

has a crafty element: food

tossed colorfully into

various homemade

bowls, the kids always

helping make the food

and nothing needs to

match; it’s all about the

time spent together.

There is a sense that life

is happening NOW, and

she is engrossed in the

moment.”

Hsiao said that bal-

ancing a small business in

the backyard can be

challenging while raising

two young children, but

she appreciates that she

can return to the studio

after she has put the kids

to bed. “I’ve learned to

love the quiet of working

in the evenings, [and I]

try to take breaks on the

weekends and fully spend

time with the kids,” she

said. “The balance is

tough, but my kids see me

trying to sneak in work

since my studio is at

home and always ask to

help. They know I enjoy

what I do, and I have no

doubt they will spend

more time with me in my

studio as they get older.”

Despite feeling like an

empty vessel sometimes

— “Much of it feels like

there are never enough

hours in the day,” she said

— Hsiao knows time

spent with her kids is

fleeting. As she figures

out what work/life bal-

ance means for her fam-

ily, she often goes back to

something artist and

mother Megan Whit-

marsh shared with her:

“You will never regret all

the work you didn’t make

while your children were

little because you decided

to be a present and loving

parent.”

EVERYTHING FROM BIRDS TO VENUS OF WILLENDORF EXHIBIT HER DISTINCTIVE PLAYFUL STYLE

BY LISA BOONE

Linda Hsiao’s ceramics are 
a flight of fancy, caught in clay

Photographs by Robert Hanashiro For The Times
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A
CCORDING TO THE U.S. CENSUS, nearly a third of Los Angeles residents are
over 50. And we’re aging collectively — according to a Times report, L.A. County’s
median age rose 2.6 years between 2012 and 2022. ¶Thankfully, L.A. is an enticing place
to grow older, and not just because of the temperate climate. The city is one of the few
municipalities in the world with a “purposeful aging” initiative (though the budget for
senior programs will be reduced in 2025). It’s a place that understands that older
Angelenos are our cultural core. ¶ “Older people tend to be the holders of culture, of
language, of sharing [these things], and so they’re always at the forefront of creating
that experience for all of us,” says Dr. Laura Trejo, director of Los Angeles County’s

Aging and Disabilities Department. ¶Which is why it’s so important for older Angelenos to have resources —
and bounties — as they age. Here are some free (and almost free) services and experiences that older people
have access to — and younger generations can look forward to.

50+

Crack open the books with
free college classes
Whether you want to learn a
new skill or just challenge your-
self, community college classes
are some of the best free re-
sources for older Angelenos.
Santa Monica College has been
offering a free noncredit Emeri-
tus program for 50 years, and
Pierce College in Woodland Hills
has a similar program called
Encore. Both are set up for
adults over 50 to audit a variety
of classes, from art and concert
music to political science and
occupational training. Los
Angeles City College also offers
free noncredit courses for all
adults.

UCLA’s Senior Scholars
Program at Longevity Center
isn’t free, but it offers the ability
to audit one class for $175 and up
to four classes for $625. UC
Irvine has a similar program
called the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute that costs
$25 in the summer, $160 per
semester during the spring and
fall, and $235 for the whole year
and allows older adults to take
unlimited classes.

Most of these programs also
offer online classes, if that suits
you best.

55+

Enjoy a free drink or
cheap(er) food
A lot of fast food spots have
discounts for seniors, but Dairy
Queen and KFC go one step
further, offering a free drink for
adults 55 and up. Restaurants
are a classic spot to find “senior
discounts.” TheSeniorList, a
website resource for older peo-
ple, has a regularly updated list
of restaurants that offer dis-
counts and freebies, but perks
may differ from location to
location, so call before you go.
There are a ton of places that
offer discounts for people over
55 — the best thing to do is ask. 

60+

Come down with a case of
senior-center-itis
Los Angeles County has a senior
center geared for adults age
60-plus in nearly every neigh-
borhood, and each of them has a
slate of activities where older
Angelenos can participate in
everything from line dancing
and jewelry-making classes to
nutrition courses and pickle-
ball. A full list of activities at
L.A.’s senior centers can be
found on the Department of
Parks and Recreation’s website.

“In Los Angeles County, we
have over 140 of them, so you’re
not that far away from one of
them,” says Trejo, who calls
senior centers a “focal point” of
the communities they serve.

62+

Reconnect with 
nature at our national 
and state parks
The United States Geological
Survey offers a Lifetime Senior
Pass that covers all of the na-
tional parks. This one isn’t
technically free — it’s $80 plus
about $10 in fees — but it’s a
lifetime pass for the cost of a
regular yearly pass. By that
logic, after a year, it’s free. There
are nine national parks in Cali-
fornia, four of which — Joshua
Tree, the Channel Islands,
Sequoia and Death Valley — are
within a four-hour drive from
Los Angeles. 

What is free is the Golden
Bear pass issued by California
State Parks. For Californians
over 62 and earning a monthly
income below $1,677 (or $2,269
for the household), the pass
allows for car access to most of
the state’s 280 parks. This is the
largest parks system in the
country, so there’s plenty to
explore. If you don’t meet the
income threshold, there is a
Limited Use Golden Bear pass
that costs $20 and is only active
during the offseason between
Labor Day and the Friday be-
fore Memorial Day, but it beats

the $195 that younger Angelenos
have to shell out for an annual
pass.

Catch a flick
There aren’t any completely free
movie screenings at the major
cinema chains, but older adults
can find discounts at most of
them, including Cinemark
theaters, where “senior day”
tickets can be as low as $5 for
people 62 and older. There are
also plenty of film screenings at
senior centers and, of course,
since this is the city of cinema,
there are free screenings all over
the city at any given time.

Get around in style
Driving around L.A. can be
terrible for people of any age.
Great news: This isn’t the L.A.
Metro you grew up with. The
public transit system has had a
serious makeover and is getting
even more upgrades to cover
more areas in the future. Lucky
for Angelenos 62 and older
because the city offers deep
discounts and fare-capping,
which means you’ll never pay
more than $5 a week. Regular

fares are discounted too, with
single rides costing older Ange-
lenos 75 cents during peak
hours and only 35 cents per ride
during off-peak hours.

“Plus, Metro has a program
that helps older adults learn
how to use it more effectively,”
Trejo says. “So that’s another
opportunity if people want to
consider giving up their cars.”

65+

This sporting life
Golfing is a long-standing tradi-
tion for older people. Maybe it’s
the slow pace of the game, or
maybe it’s just an excuse to get
outside with a group of friends.
It’s rarely free, but if you’re
savvy, you can play on one of the
L.A. city golf courses for almost
free. For Angelenos 65 and up,
there’s a yearly fee of $28, and
then you’ll pay green fees as low
as $4.50 for a weekday round.
Make sure to reserve a tee time,
and get out there on the links.

Beyond golf, strength train-
ing also has been linked to
longevity. You might be eligible
for SilverSneakers, a program

that has workouts like tai chi,
Zumba and outdoor walking
groups, as well as scores of live
online classes. It’s free for older
people on most health plans in
California, and for people on
Medicare Advantage.

And we’ve all heard about
the rise of pickleball. It can be a
great, free workout for older
Angelenos who might not be up
for a tennis match. Most of
L.A.’s city courts are free to all. 

Become a cultural 
maven by visiting
L.A. museums for free
Many museums in the region
offer free admission for every-
one — the Getty Villa and the
Getty Center, the Museum of
Contemporary Art, the Cali-
fornia Science Center’s perma-
nent galleries, the Institute of
Contemporary Art, Los Ange-
les, the Broad and the Hammer
Museum — but some offer addi-
tional perks for older adults. 

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art and the Natural
History Museum are both free
for L.A. County residents after

3 p.m. on weekdays, and both
offer a discount for adults 
65 and up with an ID during all
open hours. Mid-Wilshire’s
Academy Museum and Craft
Contemporary, Pasadena’s
Norton Simon Museum and the
Huntington Library, Art Muse-
um and Botanical Gardens in
San Marino also offer discounts
to older Angelenos.

Perks with no specific 
age requirement

Your library card holds
many secrets for seniors
Libraries are one of the most
powerful resources for anyone,
let alone older Angelenos, but
they remain a vital hub of our
communities, particularly for
our aging residents. I stopped
by my local library recently —
the Lincoln Heights branch,
housed in the beautiful Italian
Renaissance Revival building
funded by Andrew Carnegie in
1916 — which was filled with
older Angelenos quietly reading
or on the computer.

It’s no surprise, as the library
is a friendly place for older peo-
ple. For those with limited vi-
sion, the library is packed with
large-print books. Looking to
catch up to technology so you
can keep in touch with loved
ones? The library has tutorials
on basic computer skills from
Gmail to Instagram. And the
library caters to homebound
patrons with a program linking
them with neighbors who can
pick up and drop off materials. 

Not only that, but your li-
brary card comes with a bevy of
perks through the library’s
Discover & Go program (find it
as Explore L.A. under the Serv-
ices & Programs tab at lapl.org
— and have your library card
handy). On offer right now are
four complimentary passes to
the L.A. Zoo and Botanical
Gardens, free tickets to select
screenings at the Academy
Museum (normally $10) and
deeply discounted tickets to
select L.A. Kings ice hockey
games.

“Your library card is worth
its weight in gold these days
because of the tremendous
resources available at our li-
braries,” says Trejo.

What’s the 211?
211 LA is the city’s hub of re-
sources for nonprofit services,
connecting Angelenos with
everything from suicide hotlines
to nonprofits that will help
them quit smoking. There’s a
whole page called the Aging and
Disability Resource Connection
that helps older Angelenos find
a caregiver, navigate health
insurance and even obtain legal
services.

“When in doubt, reach out to
211,” Trejo says. “They are my
partners. They are my informa-
tion and referral provider for all
of L.A. County. And they are
actually there. They work with
us. We train them, we share
resources with them so that
they’re always up to date on
services and support available
for older adults and their fam-
ilies.”

Stay connected
As we get older, keeping in touch
with friends and loved ones
seems to get more important,
but it can come at a high cost. If
you’re low-income, that can be a
burden. The state has a pro-
gram called California LifeLine
that offers low-income older
people discounts on cellphones
or home phones of up to $19 per
month. That may or may not
cover the whole bill, but it’ll help
keep you in touch.

Photo illustration by Los Angeles Times; photo via Getty Images

The best freebies
and discounts for

L.A.’s 50-plus crowd
IT ALMOST MAKES UP FOR THE PAIN OF GROWING OLDER

BY MAXWELL WILLIAMS

Carlin Stiehl For The Times

Gary Coronado Los Angeles Times

FIND discount offers
at the library, left. The
USGS Lifetime Senior
Pass covers all national
parks, including Joshua
Tree, below. And L.A.
city golf courses en-
courage exercise with
discounted green fees.
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N 2012, DAN PERSON JOINED SCHRAMSBERG WINERY, the esteemed sparkling-wine house in the Napa
Valley, with the desire to learn about bubbles. Not just to learn but to be part of the whole bubbles zeitgeist. “Like everyone
else,” he says, “when I heard the pop of a cork, I had to turn my head and see what was happening.” ¶Schramsberg’s repu-
tation had been built on wines meant to approximate Champagne in California. But before long, Person began to wonder
what a true California sparkling wine, not a stand-in for Champagne, would taste like. “I wanted to work out whether I
could make something not because it tasted like Champagne but because it didn’t,” he says. ¶ In 2017, with his wife, Jacque-
line, Person founded Carboniste Winery in Sonoma and embarked upon a minor riot of sparkling wine bottlings, every-
thing from pétillant Albariño to sparkling Merlot to long-aged prestige cuvées made in the traditional methode champen-
oise — all to see just what sort of sparkling wines California was capable of. ¶They’ve joined a growing cadre of California

producers — wineries like Cruse, Under the Wire, Sandhi, Melville, Blackbird, Patz & Hall, Forlorn Hope and Racines — in the movement to make
sparkling wines in California that aren’t wannabes. ¶For years, domestic sparkling wines would have been lumped into an ice bucket of “lesser-
thans.” But no longer. Adjustments in the vineyard and modest tweaks in the cellar have rendered a new style of California bubbles. ¶At their best
they can express a sense of place as well as or better than many of their French counterparts.

The rise of 

American bubbles

American sparkling wine has
been around almost as long as
there’s been American wine.
The son of one of California’s
early wine pioneers, Arpad
Haraszthy, studied in Cham-
pagne as a youth and debuted a
sparkling Zinfandel called
Eclipse in the 1870s, which was
one of the most popular wines of
its era. Post-Prohibition, a small
number of reputable producers
debuted, including Schrams-
berg in 1965 and Iron Horse in
1976.

But during the late 1970s and
’80s the category exploded as a
host of French companies in-
vested in U.S. satellites, like
Mumm, Moët-Chandon, Piper-
Heidsieck, Taittinger and Roed-
erer, along with the Spanish
Cava producers Cordoniu and
Freixenet. Much beyond these,
however, the domestic
sparkling market didn’t stray.

That is until after the reces-
sion of 2008, when wine tourism
boomed and direct sales be-
came vital to the bottom line:
Offering a glass of bubbles was
an essential icebreaker in a

memorable tasting-room expe-
rience. Custom winemaking
facilities like Healdsburg’s Rack
and Riddle were able to help
meet that demand with a num-
ber of sparkling wine options for
needy brands.

Others started taking mat-
ters into their own hands. In-
spired by dramatic new devel-
opments in Champagne, where
small producers like Jacques
Selosse and Ulysse Collin de-
buted thrilling new sparkling
wines made from their own
grapes (choosing not to sell to
the big houses, or grandes
marques).

These not only broke with
the style of the grandes
marques but also expressed
something that few expected
from Champagne — a crys-
talline sense of place, that fa-
bled French concept, terroir.

California terroir

California winemakers took
notice. Producers like Michael
Cruse, Morgan Twain-Peterson
and Chris Cottrell, Sashi Moor-
man and Rajat Parr started
drinking and loving these new
Champagnes, eventually cre-
ating their own, seeking vine-

yard sites that met the require-
ments of sparkling wine —
where cool is the rule.

Sparkling wine at first
glance is an unlikely vector by
which to pursue a sense of
place. Most are the product of at
least two fermentations as well
as the addition of sugar and
yeast — a whole host of manipu-
lation and handling, in other
words. For centuries Cham-
pagne producers set large
crops, harvested unripe fruit
and bolstered their lackadaisi-
cal vineyard efforts by adding
copious amounts of sugar
(dosage), with uniformity and
consistency being the goal. To
maintain a global product, the
industry, in effect, had ignored
terroir at every turn.

Grape growing has improved
dramatically in Champagne —
the grower-producers have seen
to that — but climate change
has thrown all manner of obsta-
cles at the region, from exces-
sive heat to rain and even hail-
storms.

California is obviously no
stranger to global warming’s
exigencies, but for now, says
winemaker Cruse, “The Pacific
Ocean is being a hell of a moder-
ating influence.”

The source of grapes for
Cruse’s top wine is a western
Sonoma vineyard called
Charles Heintz, which experi-
ences such extreme coastal
conditions it inspired him to
name the wine Ultramarine.

“Charlie is one of those
places that’s very strong in its
climate expression,” says Cruse.
Indeed the wine has so much
natural acidity that it can start
out quite austere in its youth,
needing some years in the bottle

California’s sparkling wines 
are bubbling to the top
NEW-WAVE BOTTLES SUCCEED NOT BECAUSE THEY TASTE LIKE CHAMPAGNE — BUT PRECISELY BECAUSE THEY DON’T

BY PATRICK COMISKEY

David Huang For The Times
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I
T ’S NEARLY THE NEW YEAR and our wine fixations
inevitably turn effervescent. Traditionally, that would mean
Champagne, the world’s sparkling wine par excellence, synony-
mous with celebration, luxury, extravagance, etc. ¶Cham-
pagne, both the wine and the region, has had few rivals in style
and grandeur for generations. It has had market competitors,
like Prosecco and Cava, but those don’t come close to matching
it in quality. Until recently, neither could California sparkling
wines compete, by and large, except as poor stand-ins for

Champagne. ¶But no longer. In the last decade a new breed of Cali-
fornia sparkling wine has surfaced, and the energy and quality are
palpable. Here’s a rundown of California’s sparkling New Wave, pro-
ducers who are giving Champagne a run for its money.

10 BOTTLES OF

CALIFORNIA

BUBBLY TO

POP YOUR TOP

NV Racines Sta. Rita Hills
Grand Reserve
Multivintage, mostly from
2020, made entirely of
Chardonnay in the traditional
methode champenoise. This is
supple and elegant, with a
precise mineral edge and
scents of hazelnuts and pear
beneath green citrus flavors.
lAt Wine Country in Signal
Hill and Wine House in Los
Angeles, about $65.

2017 Caraccioli Santa Lucia
Highlands Escolle Vineyard
Brut Rosé
A single-vineyard rosé of
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir
from Monterey County. After
50 months on lees, this is
toasty and lush, with an aroma
of candied pecans and pale
cherry.
lAt Wine House, about $70.

2017 Patz & Hall North Coast
Brut
All Chardonnay from James
Hall, a master of the variety.
This is creamy with toasted
lees and toffee notes overlay-
ing a core of Meyer lemon.
That citrusy finish gives the
wine nerve and tension.
lAt Wally’s in L.A., about $65.

NV Blackbird Vineyards
Starling Sonoma County
Blanc des Blanc
Yellow apple flesh and a juicy,
creamy caramel note gives
way to a dusty, zinc-like edge,
finishing dry and a touch
zesty, plenty of nerve for oys-
ters.
lAt Wally’s, about $50.

2020 Under the Wire 
Mendocino Alder 
Springs Vineyard 
This wine shows a strong
sense of place: a very cool,
meticulously farmed vineyard
in Mendo. It’s tense and
earthy, with scents of lees, soil
and stones, pale berry flavors
and a sea-air salinity.
lAt K&L Wines, Lou Wine
Shop and Lincoln Fine Wine in
L.A., about $70.

NV Carboniste California
Modern Sparkling Wine V.20
Shaded slightly amber, this
wine walks the line between
sunny red apple scents and
exotic, toasted lees accents. Its
flavors are at once juicy and
extravagant, with a nutty cara-
mel finish.
lAt Total Wine & More (multi-
ple locations), Wine Country in
Signal Hill and Mission Wine in
Pasadena, about $35.

2016 Sandhi Sta. Rita Hills
Blanc de Noirs
This wine is a live wire of tension
and freshness, with faint scents
of brioche and Fuji apple, the
mid-palate flavors juicy and
mouthwatering.
lAt Kogod Wine Merchants
(online) and at the winery in
Lompoc, about $75.

NV Cruse Tradition 
California Rosé
The color of a fading rose petal,
this has a dusty, chaparral scent
that hints at summer days. The
flavors are generous with red
berries and pomegranate,
slightly briny, with a taut tex-
ture and lean finish.
lAt Hi-Time Wine Cellars in
Costa Mesa, Wine Exchange in
Santa Ana and K&L Wines,
about $50.

2020 Roederer Estate 
Anderson Valley Clark Road
Sparkling Wine
This starts out toasty and
bright, with a crisp apple tart-
ness. Its flavors are more round,
with good middle-palate sweet-
ness and just a hint of Pinot
Noir depth and grip.
lAt K&L Wines, about $55.

2020 Forlorn Hope Rorick
Heritage Vineyard Sierra
Foothills Sparkling Mondeuse
Woodsy and savory, this smells
of herbs and leaf litter, with a
seductively creamy middle
palate and a grip mildly remi-
niscent of Italian bitters. Drink
this with game or lamb.
lAt Buvons in Long Beach,
about $50.

WHO NEEDS CHAMPAGNE? WELCOME 2025
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to mature and settle before it
can be released.

Cruse has since released
methode champenoise wines,
which are more expressive,
under the Cruse Tradition
label. It was, he admits, a proc-
ess to get them there. Drawn
from sites less extreme than
Charlie, the sense of place
sometimes came off as merely
fruity, too simple for him.

“Sometimes you have to veer
away from that kind of like
lemon water, berry spritzer
thing, you know?” He found he
needed to tamp down their
natural exuberance. And so he
might adjust the time the wine
spends on lees, or expose the
wine, in a controlled way, to
oxygen. “I think it ends up tast-
ing more California ... more
cowboy, more sunshine-y,” he
says.

Sunshine in a bottle
Sunshine is something Cali-
fornia sparkling wine producers
have in abundance, and often
must work against; new viticul-
tural techniques have made
that prospect easier.

“It’s much easier to grow
fruit for sparkling wines than it
was,” says Under the Wire’s
Twain-Peterson. Shading the
fruit with a leaf canopy, adjust-
ing the croploads per vine and
being very precise with picking
decisions all contribute to a
more detailed base wine, the
juice that precedes the second-
ary fermentation — the one that
produces bubbles.

That has always been the
goal at Under the Wire. Cottrell,
Twain-Peterson’s partner, says
the brand is devoted to two
things: single-vineyard and
single-vintage wines that would
capture California in sparkling
wines. This means they’re un-
abashed about ripeness. “We’re
always looking for intensity of
flavor, density of flavor, even at
low sugars,” says Cottrell, “and
each site usually as a signature
for that.”

They’ve found several vine-
yards, including Alder Springs
in Mendocino County, Brosseau
Vineyard near Pinnacles Na-
tional Park in San Benito
County and their own Bedrock
Vineyard in Sonoma County,
that can fully express place
when the fruit is less than fully
ripe. You could say the
sparkling wines are like taut,
electrified versions of still wines
from these places. But both
Cottrell and Twain-Peterson
believe that with a little dosage
as a kind of corrective lens, it’s
how they get their best site
differentiation.

Post-Schramsberg, Person’s
first out-of-the-box wine was a
sparkling Albariño from the
San Joaquin Delta — a lowly

piece of ground that doesn’t
exactly scream terroir. While
not exactly profound, the wine
is delicious and true to the
variety: salty, apple-y and apri-
cot-y — crushable, in the par-
lance of our time.

His California Brut, V.20,
however, has serious methode
champenoise gravitas, includ-
ing a mouthful of nutty lees
notes, built off a resolutely
Californian core of fruit. “I can
capture some elegance and
finesse, but I want my wines to
have a sunniness and warmth,
which is the terroir, after all.”

Uncommon grapes
Mara Ambrose of Forlorn Hope
worked at Schramsberg with
Person, motivating her to con-
tinue making sparkling wine …
just not the sort Schramsberg
was making. Ambrose experi-
mented with bubbles bottlings
made from a half-dozen oddball
varieties sourced from her and
partner Matthew Rorick’s
Sierra Foothills vineyard, Ro-
rick Heritage. She’s settled on
two, a Chenin Blanc and a Mon-
deuse, a grape variety from the
mountainous Savoie in France;
it struggles to ripen at Rorick,
making it ideal for bubbles.

“Making sparkling wine from
nontraditional varieties has
pushed me to try and capture
grape typicity in sparkling
form,” Ambrose says. “I can’t
tell you how happy it’s made me
when other winemakers say,
‘Wow! This really tastes like
Mondeuse!’ ”

Winemakers from the
French wineries haven’t been
left out of this effort. In the
Anderson Valley, Roederer
Estate, arguably the most quali-
tatively successful of all the
expatriate houses, has been run
for many years by Frenchman
Arnaud Weyrich, who couldn’t
help but notice the success of
Cruse and others.

“I have to say, those small
wineries, Ultramarine, they
kicked my butt a little,” Weyrich
says.

But among Roederer’s vast
vineyard holdings (some 340
planted acres in the Anderson
Valley) a number of parcels kept
rising to the top as standouts;
this year, Weyrich bottled two.

The first, on Clark Road, is a
Pinot Noir vineyard, among the
coolest they own, producing a
racy, structured wine. A slightly
warmer block, Apple Alley, is
ideal for Chardonnay. In France
such parcels would be called
Grand Cru. Weyrich simply calls
them his “top dogs.” Each is
dramatically different from the
other, and from the winery’s top
wine, L’Ermitage.

Racines is another remarka-
ble French venture started by
Étienne de Montille, scion of the
esteemed Domaine de Montille
in Burgundy, and his wine-
maker Brian Sieve. In 2016 they
established a winery in the Sta.
Rita Hills (hiring Oregon veter-
an Ryan Hannaford as their
viticulturist and on-site wine-
maker). In 2018, when it became
clear that this windswept re-
gion would be amenable to good
sparkling wine fruit, De Mon-
tille called in his friend
Rodolphe Péters, who repre-
sents the sixth generation of the
Péters family in Champagne’s
Côte de Blancs.

The Racines Grande Re-
serve performs the feat of tast-
ing like a California wine and
like a Péters wine but not, nec-
essarily, a Champagne wine. Its
generous, golden rich middle
palate and precise finish is the
very signature I associate with
Péters, though its California-
ness — expressed as it is
through the Sta. Rita Hills fog
— I’d never take for Cham-
pagne. That is precisely the sort
of synergy the best domestic
sparkling wines are pulling off
right now.

“Sometimes you have to 
veer away from that kind of 

like lemon water, berry 
spritzer thing, you know?
I think it ends up tasting 
more California ... more 

cowboy, more sunshine-y.”
MICHAEL CRUSE,

on fine-tuning his California wines



fact that no sugar is added.
Bottled under lower pressure,
this drinks like a great white
Burgundy that also happens to
sparkle. A mouthful of lightly
toasted almonds, brioche and
baked apples. Marguet takes a
very natural approach, work-
ing biodynamically, treating
the vineyards with herbal
preparations, adding no sulfur
and using two draft horses for
plowing.
lAvailable at Melody and
Silver Lake Wine in L.A. and
Buvons Natural Wine Bar &
Shop in Long Beach, about $90.

Champagne 

Tarlant Brut Zero

This is a wonderful counter-
point to the opulence of the
Marguet above. Clancy de-
scribes Brut Zero as “electric,
exciting and stimulating. It

bites and draws you in.”
This almost Chablis-like
laser beam is made from
equal doses of the big
three grapes: Pinot Noir,
Pinot Meunier and
Chardonnay. As the name
implies, no “dosage”
(sugar) is added. Depth is
provided by the use of
barrels for fermentation,
the addition of older base
wines and holding the
wines back longer before
release. Tarlant was one
of the first to swear off
selling grapes to the
big-name houses in the
early 20th century, be-
coming an independent
producer and setting the
table for the movement
we see today. 
lAt the Wine House and
Vinovore in L.A., Do-
maine LA, Silver Lake
Wine and Buvons, about
$80.

Champagne Pierre

Gerbais La Loge

Gerbais is located in the
southernmost point of
Champagne known as
the Aube (or Côte des
Bar), which has emerged
as a hotbed for this new
wave of winemaking.
Many of the producers
here look just south to
Burgundy for inspiration.
For this bottling, Aurélien
Gerbais used 80-year-old
Pinot Blanc vines, a grape
rarely found in Cham-
pagne, which yields a
different sort of Blanc de
Blancs than Chardonnay
would. Kaplan, who fea-
tures the wine at Camélia,
describes it as “walking a
tightrope of balance with
zippy acidity and
crunchy, saline mineral-
ity. A little bit of brioche-y
richness but incredibly
precise and focused.”
Gerbais blends a “base”

vintage with a “solera” of re-
serve wine going back to 2011
for this unique bottling. 
lAt Helen’s in Brentwood and
Lou Wine Shop in L.A., about
$110.

Famille Moussé Eugène

Rosé Brut

This family has been growing
grapes since 1750. Here, the
“other” red grape in Cham-
pagne, Pinot Meunier, plays
the starring role, supported by
a smaller percentage of Pinot
Noir. Meunier holds its acidity
in warmer temperatures and is
less susceptible to frost, which
is becoming a greater threat to
grape growers. The village of
Cuisles has a high content of
the clay illite in its soil. Used in
cosmetics, it gives Meunier
unique vibrancy and texture.
The wine is composed of a
perpetual “assemblage” (or
blend) of wines going back to
the 2003 vintage. The addition
of some still (not sparkling)
Pinot Meunier gives the wine
deep color and a savory, vinous
quality, showing loads of sour
cherry and rose petals. Moussé
is a very eco-conscious pro-
ducer, utilizing solar panels,
well water, geothermal energy,
an electric tractor and animal
integration. It even produces
its own natural sulfur to avoid
the use of petroleum-based
sulfur. 
lAvailable at the Wine House,
Hi-Time Wine Cellars and
Mission Liquor in South Pasa-
dena, about $72. 

T
ERRIFIC
sparkling wine is
produced across
the globe, espe-
cially right here in
California. But it
wouldn’t be a
stretch to say that

we are in the midst of a golden
era for Champagne. 

A movement that began a
few decades ago, when droves
of small grape farmers
stopped selling their precious
bounty to the big brands and
started making the wine them-
selves, has reached a crescen-
do, with more ultra-high-
quality, site-specific and re-
sponsibly farmed wine being
produced now than ever be-
fore. This deviates somewhat
from the traditional Cham-
pagne model of blending
grapes, vintages and vineyards
to produce a consistent
“house” style that may be
reliable but lacks the
intrigue and artistry of
this newer movement.

Importer Paul Wasser-
man says, “It is a very
energetic time for Cham-
pagne, which is exploding
with new talent. ... The
new generation is free to
explore all manners of
winemaking, including
adding little or no sulfur,
using ambient yeast for
fermentation, oxidative
aging and more.”

Sommelier Courtney
Kaplan has made an
impressive commitment
to, and investment in,
this new wave of boutique
Champagne at her Arts
District bistro Camélia.
“It feels like the conversa-
tion has shifted when we
talk about Champagne
with guests in the restau-
rant. It has been more
about Champagne as a
wine with bubbles, and
how it will pair with their
food, just like we would
talk about any other type
of wine. As opposed to it
being for the first toast
before moving into some
‘real’ wine.”

Aficionados have
begun feverishly hunting
the best of this new
bunch, turning some of
the rarer offerings into
virtual unicorns. Import-
er Keven Clancy repre-
sents several such “cult”
producers. “People don’t
want what they can actu-
ally have. You would be
shocked. The quantity
that we get is like 60 or 120
bottles. We have a lot of
good customers that we
have to say no to because
there really is just that
little,” he says.

Tempting as it would
be to mention those
names here, we have
chosen instead to feature
wines that, while limited in
production, might conceivably
be found on a retail shelf or
wine list near you.

Laherte Frères

Ultradition Extra Brut
It would be hard to find a bet-
ter example of serious Cham-
pagne at a more affordable
price than this blend of Pinot
Meunier, Chardonnay and
Pinot Noir. While bracing and
mineral, the austerity is
buffered by ample notes of
peach and pear, facilitated by a
small “dosage” of sugar and
the use of some wood barrels
for fermentation. Aurélien
Laherte took over the family
domaine in 2005, and his bio-
dynamic and organic practices
are a prime example of the
progressive work being done
by this new generation of
hands-on winemakers.
lAt Domaine LA and Psychic
Wines in L.A., Hi-Time Wine
Cellars in Costa Mesa and
Stanley’s Wet Goods in Culver
City, about $56.

Champagne Marguet

Yuman 21

The “21” in the name refers to
the year the grapes were har-
vested, though this cannot be
designated as a “vintage” wine
because it was not aged for the
required period of time before
release. This crowd-pleasing
barrel-fermented Chardonnay
is a richer, more seductive wine
than the Laherte despite the

5 OF THE BEST

CHAMPAGNES OF

THIS GOLDEN ERA
GROWER-PRODUCERS ARE SPARKING 

A REVOLUTION IN THE CATEGORY

BY DAVID ROSOFF
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Chef-owner Aitor Zabala
mans the chef’s counter
at Somni in West Holly-
wood, photographed in
November 2024.

OR TWO BRIEF YEARS, in-the-know L.A. diners
gathered around a small U-shaped counter hidden within José Andrés’
now-closed restaurant the Bazaar to witness chef Aitor Zabala craft
whimsical, avant-garde creations at Somni, one of the country’s most
notable fine-dining experiences. Caviar bumps came served on man-
nequin hands. “Tunahawk” fastened the fish to the edge of a toma-
hawk-like cleaver. Deconstructed ingredients were shaped into cows
and beets and flowers. ¶L.A. Times Food critic Bill Addison called
Zabala’s 20-plus courses “the headiest heights of luxury dining” and
Somni appeared on the L.A. Times 101 list in 2018 and 2019. It achieved
two Michelin stars and a “discovery” accolade from the World’s 50 Best
Restaurants. ¶Then, almost as quickly as it rose to prominence, the
restaurant within a restaurant closed in 2020 after the SLS Hotel ter-
minated its contract with Andrés’ ThinkFoodGroup. 

The city thought it had lost
Somni forever. Then, in 2022,
Zabala returned with news: He
would reopen the lauded tast-
ing-menu restaurant, this time
as the sole chef-proprietor, in a
new home in West Hollywood.
After years of renovations and
delays, the reborn Somni de-
buted late last month. 

Demand was so high that
roughly five minutes after reser-
vations opened all spots were
booked, and they remain filled
through January. Although a
number of new customers
nabbed these reservations,
Zabala says many of the first
diners to appear were guests of
his previous Somni.

“It’s been beautiful that they
were waiting for us to come
back,” the chef says. “We put in
so much effort to be back and
we are really, really proud to be
in the city.”

Andrés, the renowned chef
and humanitarian, first per-
suaded a young Zabala to leave
Spain’s famed El Bulli in 2007
and help develop the Bazaar in
the SLS Hotel just outside
Beverly Hills. Zabala returned
to El Bulli after Bazaar was up
and running, but moved back to
L.A. in 2010 to help Andrés open
Saam, the tasting-menu prede-
cessor to Somni, which ap-
peared in the same space in
2018.

At the new Somni, which
means “dream” in Catalan, the
dishes are still light and playful,
but the menu is entirely new.

Savory meringues, for in-
stance, made an appearance at
the previous Somni, but at
Somni 2.0, Zabala and his team
are fully leaning into them.
They’re emulsifying, drying and
shaping them into more whim-
sical figures, such as a seaweed
meringue resembling a fish,
which serves as a vessel for
smoked butter and caviar. 

“We were not looking [to
make] a new technique or some-
thing like that,” Zabala says of
the new Somni menu. “I will call
it an evolution from the past
and the techniques we know
and the techniques we use and
the techniques we learn, but we
were never looking to try to find
the new thing.”

Still, he can’t stop innovat-
ing. Although Zabala previously
used steamed egg yolks, here at
Somni the chefs make pasta
from nothing but yolks, eschew-
ing flour and water by simply
but precisely steaming the eggs
spread into a thin layer for
bouncy pasta-like sheets.
There’s more technology being
employed in the whimsy too,
such as 3-D printing, where
tomatoes that appear as a kind
of paper are fully edible.

Another thing that has
changed is the feel of the restau-
rant. Where the old Somni was

closeted away inside the SLS
Hotel, the new Somni almost
feels as though it’s hidden
through a secret garden. Behind
a gate that opens onto a long
walkway, you’ll find a trio of
buildings and a softly lighted
patio. Cloud-like sculptures
hang from the trees. Immedi-
ately to your left is a private
dining room and the wine cellar.
Ahead and to the right is a
welcome reception with
canapés such as thinly sliced
imported Spanish ham, and the
patio for easing into the meal.
Beyond is the kitchen and pro-
duction building. Finally, be-
tween the two structures is the
dining room: an amber-glowing
rectangular space where the
restaurant’s mascot-like rain-
bow prismatic bust of a bull
overlooks guests from the cor-
ner.

Whereas the original Somni
boasted 10 seats around a fairly
open kitchen, now 14 seats rim
the edges of long, curved tables
that overlook a counter where
chefs place the finishing tou-
ches on their ornate food
shapes, the main kitchen now
just out of view.

Zabala toured more than 60
locations before finding the
former Donna Karan retail
storefront and flower shop that
is now Somni. But the space
lacked the infrastructure for a
restaurant and required
lengthy buildouts, new plumb-
ing and other operational ne-
cessities such as oven hoods
and new air conditioners. The
final multibuilding layout,
Zabala says, was essentially
constructed “from zero, from
ground.” Most days, he says, he
watched over the construction
site with the architects and
contractors as tractors razed
structures and brought the
patio to life.

As the assembly wore on, the
chef popped up with a dinner
series in Korea and began plan-
ning the details: What napkins
would the new Somni use? At
what intervals would they send
in staff to clean?

“We took the time to build it
better, and think it better in the
space,” he says. “I will say the
year was challenging. Exciting,
but challenging at the same
time.”

In one of the three struc-
tures, a new wine cellar harbors
more than 300 bottles primarily
overseen by wine director Car-
oline Costarella (formerly of
San Francisco’s Lazy Bear) and
general manager Daniel Gorlas,
a Per Se alum. They worked
with Zabala to build a program
inspired by the chef’s history:
Roughly 80% of the wine list is
sourced from Spain and Cali-
fornia, marrying his old roots
and the new.

“Great wine cellars are ev-
erywhere in the world,” Zabala
says. “You can be in Tokyo, you
can be in L.A., you can be in New
York, you can be anywhere but
it doesn’t mean nothing if it’s
not a meaningful situation.”

The wine pairings are now
offered in two tracks: the Arrels,
translating to “roots” in Cata-
lan, especially highlights the
ties between Spain and Cali-
fornia and is priced at $225. The
Calafia, named for the fictional
warrior queen, pours wines that
focus on vintages and the nu-
ances of their terroir, sourcing
from beyond Spain and Cali-
fornia, at a cost of $415.

The cost for the tasting
menu increased from Somni’s
original iteration as well. Once
$280, the price is currently set at
$495 without pairings. Larger
parties can book the private
dining room for $995 per person,
which includes beverage pair-
ings and books the space for the
entire evening. In a 2022 inter-
view with The Times, Zabala
said he expected the new Som-
ni’s price to increase; since then,
local and statewide legislation
raised the minimum wage and
inflation jumped, boosting
costs even further.

“Prices increased every-
where, the cost has increased
everywhere,” he recently said.
“We are located in the second
city with the highest wages in
the United States — West
Hollywood — and everything is
more expensive. … I am sure
people can be surprised with
$495, but I still believe gastrono-
my at a higher level is a cheap
luxury compared with other
luxuries. With clothing, I don’t
know if [it] give[s] you the same
emotions [as] to eat.”

High-end tasting menus are
increasingly appearing in Los
Angeles across price points. In
early December Seline debuted
from Pasjoli and former Dia-
logue chef David Beran. This
summer Vespertine reopened
after years of closure and next
year, Daniel Patterson — lately
of Alta Adams and Locol but
formerly of San Francisco’s Coi
— is set to return to fine dining
and open a new tasting-menu
restaurant with business part-
ner Keith Corbin.

Someday, Zabala says, he
might offer a second Somni
format, possibly a shorter menu
at a lower price for those who
want to experience the restau-
rant. Fine dining is seeing a
resurgence and, if possible, he’d
like his to be accessible — but
still a luxury.

Somni is at 9045 Nemo St.,
West Hollywood. Open Wednes-
day to Sunday with seatings at
5:30 and, in the private dining
room, 7 p.m.

Photographs by Stephanie Breijo Los Angeles Times

Zabala’s ambitious

dream comes true 
AT LONG-AWAITED REVIVAL OF SOMNI IN WEHO, THE DISHES ARE

STILL LIGHT AND PLAYFUL, BUT THE MENU IS ENTIRELY NEW

BY STEPHANIE BREIJO

F
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CHEF Aitor Zabala, top,
works in Somni’s
kitchen. Above, the din-
ing room at the new
West Hollywood site.



LAMB NECK KORESHT
AT AZIZAM
In her 640-page masterwork
“Food of Life: Ancient Persian
and Modern Iranian Cooking
and Ceremonies,” Najmieh
Batmanglij describes the class
of dishes called khoresht as
“delicate and refined braises”
and “a combination of meat,
poultry or fish with vegetables,
herbs, fruits, beans, grains and
sometimes nuts.” The words
don’t quite capture their min-
gled fragrances and elaborate
harmonies, but the possibilities
necessitate a broad definition.
In Persian restaurants, one
usually finds only a few exam-
ples of khoresht, including
fesenjoon, a recipe that can be
traced back at least 2,500 years
in which pomegranate juice and
pomegranate molasses simmer
for hours with ground walnuts;
chicken or duck are classic
pairings. At their Silver Lake
cafe Azizam, which opened in
March, Cody Ma and Misha
Sesar brilliantly blur the line
between Persian home and
restaurant cooking. An occa-
sional standout special over the
restaurant’s first year is a khore-
sht of lamb-neck meat, cooked
to collapsing tenderness and
paired with the season’s fruits:
apricots in early summer, quin-
ces and prunes at the onset of
fall. Even better, they’ve re-
cently served the braise with
tahchin, its golden exterior
giving way to soft, saffron-
stained rice tangled with yo-
gurt. — Bill Addison
l 2943 W. Sunset Blvd., Los
Angeles, azizamla.com

STEAK TARTARE 
AT BAR ETOILE
In a citywide sea of steak
tartares, there’s one I think
about with frequency. It began
in Virgil Village, where chef
Travis Hayden first cubed thick
slices of bread, smeared them
with a rich, anchovy-heavy
Caesar dressing and piled them
with a small mountain of beef

tartare. He’s since left Voodoo
Vin, where the dish made its
debut (and which continues on
as a stellar wine bar now serving
Persian cuisine), and when he
departed it wasn’t clear if his
tartare toast would ever return.
But in his latest project, Bar
Etoile — a wine bar in Melrose
Hill from the team that brought
us bottle shop Domaine LA —
thankfully it graced the opening
menu, and long may it reign.

This is a deeply savory rendi-
tion of raw hand-chopped steak,
which currently tosses the meat
with shallots, parsley and pear-
and-persimmon vinegar. Some-
times the Caesar dressing might
involve vinegars and brines
from the kitchen’s house fer-
ments, or it might involve
buttermilk; whatever the day’s
ingredients, it’s creamy and
unctuous and slides down the
sides of the thick slice of Bub
and Grandma’s country loaf,
and it all gets buried in shaved
sheep’s milk cheese and cured
egg yolk. The dish is filling
enough as its own meal, though
the cubed toast beneath it all
certainly makes for easy shar-
ing. Enjoy this with a batched
martini or one of Julian Kurland
and Jill Bernheimer’s myriad
suggestions for wine. — Steph-
anie Breijo
l 632 N. Western Ave., Los Ange-
les, instagram.com/bar.etoile

CABBAGE 
AT DUNSMOOR
There are platter-sized planks
of tender steaks, shells brim-
ming with succulent creamy
oysters and scene-stealing cast
irons of sour-milk cornbread
coated in melting butter and
honey, but in Brian Dunsmoor’s
hearth-powered Glassell Park
restaurant dedicated to Ameri-
can cookery, the most humble of
dishes felt the most captivating.
A side of simple cabbage, sim-
mered long and flecked with
fresh dill, a dollop of yogurt and
a sprinkle of toasted caraway
seeds, hasn’t left my mind since
spring. I’ve tried to re-create it
at home. I dream of Dunsmoor’s
cabbage, all silken but still
textured, a stewy side dish that’s
almost a meal in its own right.

Often it’s cooked vegetarian
— boiled in water — but occa-
sionally it’s made with bacon
lardons, which caramelize be-
fore they’re added to the cab-
bage and water, and which
punctuate the little bowl with
chewy, salty pops. The dish is
nostalgic for Dunsmoor, whose
mother cooked cabbage in this
fashion but without the cheffy
adornments of yogurt, dill and

caraway. He likes to serve it
both in spring and in late au-
tumn/winter, and once it’s on
the menu it remains there for
months due simply to its popu-
larity with guests. Look for its
return in January, when a
hearty, comforting bowl of but-
tery cabbage goes best with a
romantic wintry dining room
that’s lit by candlelight. — S.B.
l 3501 Eagle Rock Blvd., Los
Angeles, dunsmoor.la

LATIN AMERICAN
SASHIMI AT HACIENDA
GUADALUPE 
Hacienda Guadalupe is a Valle
de Guadalupe destination for
its luxury accommodations and
on-site winery, but the kitchen
on the premises is equally formi-
dable. Arturo Huerta, chef de
cuisine, and Gabby Melchum,
executive chef and the winery’s
co-owner, prepare an impressive
Latin American sashimi made
from seasonal white fish
dressed in a serrano chile, olive
oil and lemon sauce. When I
dined there in November,
Melchum made the dish with
jurel — yellow tail — caught off
the coast of Baja California. The
buttery fish played beautifully
with the acid from the sauce,
which is ground together with a
mortar and pestle. The dish
paired exceptionally well with
Gigi — a crisp Sauvignon Blanc
named after Melchum’s Pomer-
anian, the winery’s official pet.
The entire three-course meal —
each paired with a Hacienda
Guadalupe wine — hit the mark,
including the incredibly tender
partridge and the addictive
pavlova with berries and mint.
But the most memorable bite
was the delightful jurel. — Cindy
Carcamo
lMexico Highway 3, KM 81.5,
Francisco Zarco, Valle de
Guadalupe, (+52) 646-1552860,
haciendaguadalupe.com

‘K.F.C.’ HAMACHI
COLLAR AT HIBI
You can’t get too attached to the
food at Hibi, a restaurant where
the dishes and also the chefs
change with the seasons. The
current chef, Ricky Hwang, is
serving an intriguing tasting
menu with things like ankimo-
uni toast or caviar blue prawn
doughnuts. But earlier this year,
when the kitchen was headed by
Daniel Kim — the former sous
chef of the Michelin three-star
Restaurant at Meadowood
before it was destroyed in the
2020 Glass fire — I fell for a dish
that stood out for its charm,
crunch and inventiveness: the

“K.F.C.” or Korean fried
hamachi collar.

I’ve had fried hamachi collar
before and liked it — a lot. But in
Kim’s version, taking a cue from
Korean fried chicken, the collar
was coated in a batter that fried
up crisp and golden in an even
layer but left the fish tender and
luscious. If Hibi kept its chefs
around longer — or even had a
greatest-hits menu — I could
imagine the “K.F.C.” becoming a
citywide obsession. — Laurie
Ochoa
l 3121 W. Olympic Blvd., #103,
Los Angeles, madebyhibi.com

SQUASH BLOSSOM
QUESADILLA AT KOMAL
I marvel at Fátima Júarez’s
tortillas, each one tasting of the
sun and soil and bursting with
the sweetness of summer corn.
Júarez nixtamalizes and grinds
heirloom Mexican corn varieties
at Komal, her restaurant and
molino in the Mercado La Pa-
loma. She tucks squash blos-
soms into a fresh tortilla with
Oaxacan cheese and a corn
sofrito. The salty cheese man-
ages to heighten the sweetness
of the sofrito and dial up the
earthiness of the masa. Un-
adorned, it’s a joy to eat. A close
second to the quesadilla is a
warm stack of tortillas eaten on
the drive home. — Jenn Harris
l 3655 S. Grand Ave., Los Ange-
les, (213) 275-1062, instagram
.com/komal.molino

TACO DE CABRITO 
Y CONSOMÉ 
AT EL LAGUNERO
There’s a taco stand in Muscoy,
a little-known semi-rural com-
munity on the byway between
the 15 Freeway and San Bernar-
dino, that sits in a class by itself
at the regional level: El La-
gunero. This unassuming taco
vendor tucked off the street in a
body shop offers what may be
the only known local version of a
regional specialty from Mexico’s
Laguna region, or metropolitan
Torreón: split-roasted baby
goat, known as cabrito, a fra-
grant and satisfying delicacy.
Francisco Salinas and Vanessa
Sánchez serve it in multiple
forms: soft taco, grilled flauta
with green sauce, or in consomé
laden with strings of beautiful
meat. The stand also offers an
offal sausage of soft baby goat
organs called machitos that is
roasted on a spike. The machi-
tos and the meat on the split kid
here roast over wood before
your eyes. We came upon this
taco during our research for the
101 Best Tacos list but it ulti-
mately proved too elusive, for
now, to justify inclusion: Muscoy
is at least 90 minutes from L.A.
and El Lagunero sells out of the
baby goat usually by 10 a.m.
That said, for Angelenos who
strive to always expand their
taco boundaries, El Lagunero
should be one of your destina-
tion taqueros in 2025. — Daniel
Hernandez
l 2598 N. State St., Muscoy, (909)
254-1843, instagram.com/
el_laguner0

CHICKEN SHAWARMA 
AT MIYA MIYA
Yazeed “Yaz” Soudani’s signa-
ture dish keeps drawing me
back to his shawarma stand,
and I’m not alone. The Amman-
trained chef has proven one of
the most exciting new vendors
at Smorgasburg this year, with
throngs of weekly guests queu-
ing in an almost constant line
for chicken shawarma that’s
made using spices and equip-
ment imported from Jordan.
Miya Miya’s debut has been so
successful, in fact, that Soudani
is planning a bricks-and-mortar
for 2025; it also can be found
popping up in Sherman Oaks
every Friday night. His chicken
browns to a glorious crisp as it
spins, and the thinly shaved
slices pile onto fries or, as I
prefer, into fresh warmed saj
bread. The exterior of the long,
thin shawarma wrap gets
brushed along the tower of
rotating meat for extra flavor,
then held against the grill for a
delicious — and aesthetic —
browning. Order this “the Yaz
way,” where long strands of
tangy pickles, a runny and
potent garlic sauce and tart

Stephanie Breijo Los Angeles Times

T
HE YEAR 2024 HAS flown by, and in retro-
spect, individual weeks and months can blend
together. But the region’s remarkable dining scene
helps us keep time, with shared meals and notable
openings representing some of our core memories
from the past year. ¶This year kept us busy. Our
writers spent months researching our inaugural
guide to the 101 Best Tacos in Los Angeles. We
shared lists with our favorite sandwiches and

cookies, as well as a comprehensive dining and drinking guide to
Koreatown. We tracked restaurant openings and closings, with insight
from chefs and restaurateurs on the current challenges in their indus-
try. ¶We celebrated local culinary talent with our annual guide to the
101 Best Restaurants in L.A., this year co-written by restaurant critic
Bill Addison and columnist Jenn Harris. We also explored beyond the
city, providing destination dining guides to Palm Springs, San Diego,
San Francisco and Las Vegas. ¶As we reflect on the past 12 months,
countless meals stand out as worthy of celebration. Whether it’s an
oxtail smashburger from a fast-casual spot in Redlands, a prized Pe-
king duck at a Las Vegas resort or al pastor street tacos shaved directly
from the spit, these are the best dishes our writers ate this year, and
ones we’re eager to revisit in 2025.

THE BEST DISHES OF 2024
THESE FOOD MEMORIES WILL STAY WITH OUR WRITERS WELL INTO THE NEW YEAR

BY L.A. TIMES FOOD STAFF 

MALA LAMB sausage
pizza at Pizzeria Sei,
above; below, Komal’s
squash blossom quesa-
dilla, left; Bar Etoile’s
steak tartare; Azizam’s
lamb neck khoresht;
Latin American sashimi
at Hacienda Guadalupe;
World Wide Tacos’
raspberry shrimp taco.

Ron De Angelis For The Times Stephanie Breijo Los Angeles Times Bill Addison Los Angeles Times Cindy Carcamo Los Angeles Times Francine Orr Los Angeles Times

pomegranate molasses all add
to the symphony. Just be sure to
grab extra napkins to catch the
sauces running down your
wrists. — S.B.
l 777 S. Alameda St., Los Ange-
les, la.smorgasburg.com

MALA LAMB SAUSAGE
PIZZA AT PIZZERIA SEI
A special so popular it stuck
around permanently, Pizzeria
Sei’s mala lamb sausage pizza
blends multiple cultures to
represent L.A. — just as the pie’s
creator intended. Chef-owner
William Joo conceived the top-
pings as a nod to Koreatown
restaurant Feng Mao, which is
known for its grilled lamb skew-
ers, but the lamb, when com-
bined with creamy crème
fraîche and the herbaceous bite
of fresh cilantro flowers, also is
reminiscent of shawarma. The
mala chile adds a tingling
Sichuan element, while the
smoked provola, tomato pulp,
Parmesan and pecorino pull
these cross-cultural nods firmly
into pizza territory. Rich, bright,
complex and spicy, the first bite
blew me away. I tried this slice
during Pizzeria Sei’s ambitious
new pizza omakase, a dinner
event that’s more than worthy
of staking out the blink-and-
you’ll-miss-it ticket drops, but
this “special” is so good it’s
almost always available during
regular service too. — S.B.
l 8781 W. Pico Blvd., Los Ange-
les, (424) 279-9800, pizzeria
sei.com

‘SUMMER’ 
AT VESPERTINE
One July evening just as the sun
is setting and its rays shoot
through the windows of Vesper-
tine — the fine-dining restau-
rant from Jordan Kahn that
feels very much like a spaceship
headed for a more habitable
planet — a course called “Sum-
mer” arrives as if on cue. Like
the sentient Mima computer in
the epic Swedish sci-fi poem
“Aniara,” its purpose is to
soothe while you’re hurtling
through deep space and might
be missing Earth. Fascinatingly
beautiful, “Summer” is served in
a deep ceramic bowl whose
interior is lined with layers of
almond cream and pea puree.
The creamy surface is covered
completely in a blanket of di-
minutive multicolored wildflow-
ers, sprinkled with tiny pearls of
rice crackers. The dish says,
“Remember when fields of
flowers bloomed across Cali-
fornia in June?” Yes, I do, to the
last spoonful. — Betty Hallock
l 3599 Hayden Ave., Los Ange-
les, vespertine.la

BBQ LAMB TACO 
AT WORLDWIDE TACOS
The experience (and eventual
reward) of ordering from World-
wide Tacos is as satisfying as the
food itself. You will not find
Frederick Sennie’s brick-red
taco stand on any delivery apps
and it may take hours before
your order is ready. But it’s
worth strategizing for tacos
inspired by the ones that Sennie
ate at South L.A. taquerias
growing up, with more than 300
filling and flavor combinations
that range from hard-shell
ground beef tacos that reference
a style popular among Black
cooks in the region to unique
combinations such as Thai
shrimp or orange duck, with
plenty of plant-based options. 

The classic ground beef
that’s dressed similar to a
Gringo taco with shredded
lettuce, cheese, chunks of to-
mato and house hot sauce is one
of my favorites, but the BBQ
lamb — featuring halal meat —
is just as good, with tender
chunks coated in a spicy-sweet
sauce and featuring the same
crunchy shell (fried to your
preferred crispness) with top-
pings. The wait at Worldwide
Tacos can range from 30 min-
utes to two hours; I recommend
arriving around opening at
3 p.m. to expedite your order.
Grab a few extra tacos, a sweet
potato dessert bar or garlic fries
if you need help justifying the
wait. — Danielle Dorsey
l 2419 W. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd., Leimert Park, (323) 291-
1500, worldwidetacos.com

SCAN THE QR

CODE for even
more of the best
dishes our Food

staff ate this year.
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The author is an artist based in Altadena. She has a degree in illustration from ArtCenter College of Design. See more of her work on Instagram @lilitoddart and on her website
lilitodd.com. L.A. Affairs chronicles the search for romantic love in all its glorious expressions in the L.A. area, and we want to hear your true story. We pay $400 for a published 950- to

1,000-word essay. (Occasionally we work with artists and cartoonists on illustrated stories.) Email LAAffairs@latimes.com. You can find past columns at latimes.com/laaffairs.

L.A. AFFAIRS

Soothing
with sushi

OUR FAVORITE SPOT IS ALWAYS THERE FOR US,

FOR BIG OCCASIONS AND EVERYDAY MEALS

BY LILI TODD

SOLUTION

PROBLEM

SAVE 20% on a COMPLETE
Home Repipe*

FREE REPIPE ESTIMATES

With Our One-Stop Repipe™ Process

COMPLETED in 2 DAYS or Less!

Our process has been developed and refined with over

75,000+ home repipe installations.his means a quick,

convenient, and efficient repipe process for you.

*Must mention discount at time of purchase. Financing offers subject to approved credit. **Financing for the GreenSky® consumer loan
program is provided by Equal Opportunity Lenders. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC a subsidiary of Goldman Sachs
Bank USA. NMLS #1416362. Loans originated by Goldman Sachs are issued by Goldman Sachs Banks USA, Salt Lake City Branch. NMLS
#208156 www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Expires 12/31/2024.

877-895-8431CALL NOW for a
Fast Appointment!

$0 DOWN,
0% INTEREST**
for 12 months

R t R i Y HomeReasons to Repipe Your Ho

• Pipe & Slab Leaks

• Preventive Maintenance

• LowWater Pressure

• Rusty or DiscoloredWater

100%
GUARANTEED

OURWORK IS

FOR LIFE

IS IT TIME TO REPIPE YOUR HOME?

Shop.RepipeMyHomeNow.com
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DOONESBURY By Garry Trudeau

CRABGRASS By Tauhid Bondia

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis
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MUTTS By Patrick McDonnell

ZITS By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BABY BLUES By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

MACANUDO By Liniers

BLONDIE

By Dean Young

& John Marshall

MARMADUKE

By Brad & Paul Anderson
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Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 or 2-by-3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 (or 1 to 6 for the smaller grid). For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to last week's puzzle

More Online
For other brain-teasing challenges,

go to latimes.com/games.
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ACROSS

1 Farm stores
6 Shell competitor
11 Secures
15 Big serving
19 Cover, in a way
20 Press backspace
21 Welsh accent feature
22 Company picture
23 Eldest von Trapp sister
24 Ride —: roll backward

while facing forward on
a skateboard

25 Greek venues
26 Taj Mahal site
27 *Dish service
29 *Animated film with the

tagline "Honey just got
funny"

31 Kerfuffles
32 "Wonder Woman"

antagonist
33 Sounds of hesitation
35 KPMG employee
36 Company VIP
38 Turns loose (on)
40 Focal point in a

cathedral
42 Sign on a staff
43 British "sir"
44 *"Rumpelstiltskin" or

"Cinderella"
47 *Many a sunset image
50 Reasons some check

Zillow, for short
51 "... as all —-out"
52 Do not disturb
53 Truckloads
54 Chewy Japanese noodle
55 Inner circle members

57 Honey holders
58 105-Across producers
59 — Deng: pygmy hippo

of internet fame
60 Finish with a lower

score
61 High quality
62 Asian language
63 Long-haul travel perk,

and a description of the
answers to the starred
clues

71 Expressive rock genre
72 Handled talent show

intros, e.g.
73 Spiny succulent
74 — favor
75 Family, in Hawaiian
78 Dipper's twin in

"Gravity Falls"
80 Read a QR code
81 List title
82 Didn't give
83 Preps vegetables,

maybe
84 Fashion designer Anna
85 Holiday time, slangily
86 *Kids party

entertainer's craft
88 *Asian competition

involving line cutting
91 Hosp. areas
92 D-Day conflict
93 Final notice?
95 River residue
96 Thanksgiving tuber
97 — of the line
98 Big stretch?
99 Crunch in the cereal

aisle
101 Takes in
105 *Repeated tweets
108 *Chinese festival

performance said to
bring good luck

111 Vocalist's spotlight
moment

112 Machu Picchu native
113 Less noble
114 Biotech giant
115 Color choices
116 Pair
117 Calendar entry
118 Spills the beans
119 Crafty marketplace
120 SFO info
121 Checks
122 "Easy on Me" Grammy

winner
DOWN

1 Part of a taco assembly
kit

2 Epic set in the 10th year
of the Trojan War

3 Dupe
4 Extreme preoccupation
5 Window feature
6 Impatient kid's cry
7 Give a TED Talk, e.g.
8 Efforts to get dough

from cookies?

9 Doubter's query
10 "Frasier" actress Jane
11 Ambiguous shapes
12 Teacher's helper
13 Groups that create

harmony?
14 Spooked wildebeest

movement
15 Bulgarian or Bosnian
16 Digital circuit building

block
17 Come to the same

conclusion concerning
18 Feathery wrap
28 Like some veils
30 Clumsy hulks
34 Got comfortable in a

La-Z-Boy
37 Hot spots in the kitchen
39 Org. that takes many

forms
41 Veterinary patient
42 Dove shelter
44 Consumed

45 Icy
46 Shoelace tip
48 Digger controller
49 Billiards bounce
50 Persian poet
55 — stick
56 Fire sign?
57 Guest spot?
58 Dwindle in size
60 Capital near the

Andes
61 Old relation
62 MGM mascot
64 Tennis star Ivan
65 Fire sign?
66 Wordless
67 French cookbook

term
68 Big time?
69 Greet silently
70 Donald Glover's

"Community" role
75 "Here we go again"
76 Learn of

77 Looking sunny
78 Small glazed treat
79 Deep purple fruit
80 Travel baggage
81 Tackled together in

tandem
83 Con
84 Go on a run?
85 Disney's Cruella de —
87 Was short
89 Gamer's field
90 Twain hero
94 Hundred-to-one shot
98 "Good grief!"
100 Real estate expert
102 Camera view
103 Pathogen fighter
104 Vibe
106 Hopeful
107 College World Series

org.
109 Critic's kudos
110 Spreadsheet filler
111 — shed

Last week’s solution:
“Wheeling and Dealing”

Edited by Patti Varol

By Adrianne Baik

Runway
Show

Tribune Content Agency © 2024

SUDOKU

Dear Eric: My husband
and I have been married for
more than 30 years and en-
joy each other’s company. As
many couples, after many
years there are certain
things that we do that get on
each other’s nerves. 

He has always been a
neat and organized person,
and I have always been a bit
messy. My closet is usually
messy, and I forget to put
things in their place, so he
usually reminds me. I am
autistic (functional), have
ADD and, at this point of my
life, menopause. This is not
an excuse but a reason why
things are difficult for me to
remember.

Lately, his attitude when
reminding me has been just
plain mean. He talks to me
as if I’m a child, making me
feel terrible. At first, I cried
about it and really tried my
best to change, but now
when he confronts me, I get
angry. I tell him I don’t ap-
preciate being treated as a
child which makes him an-
gry. After a few hours, we get
over it but a few days later it
happens again. Is it me? Is it
him?

Tired of Mess Stress

Dear Tired: Well, it’s not
you; I’ll tell you that. Your
husband may wish that you
were neater, but right now
that’s his problem and not
yours. Here’s why: he’s not
accepting you for who you
are nor is he tempering his
response enough to commu-
nicate clearly. Being mean
doesn’t inspire anyone to
change. 

As hard as I’ve been on
him, let’s assume that he’s
also trying his best. Perhaps
there are aspects of your
shared life that started off as
little annoyances for him
and have boiled over into re-
sentments. That’s some-
thing that he can work on.

I highly recommend
“Dirty Laundry: Why Adults
with ADHD Are So
Ashamed and What We Can
Do to Help.” Written by mar-
ried couple Roxanne Emery
and Richard Pink, one of
whom has ADHD, it offers
resources for both people
who are neurodivergent and
their partners, as well as
models for how to have more
productive conversations.

Email questions to
eric@askingeric.com.

ASKING ERIC

When it comes to poker
shows, they don’t get much
better than High Stakes
Poker, which debuted in
2006 and aired for many
years on the Game Show
NetworkNow the show,
which is in its 13th season,
airs exclusively on Pok-
erGO.

In a recent episode, a
truly wild hand played out
when Scratch CEO Sameh
Elamawy raised to $2,000
holding the Q♣8♣ and Jen-
nifer Tilly — who was nomi-
nated for a supporting ac-
tress Academy Award for
her role as Olive Neal in the
1994 comedy “Bullets Over
Broadway” — made it $6,000
to go with the A♠A♦.

Former Shutterfly CEO
Jeff Housenbold then looked
down at the K♥K♦ and
made it $20,000 before
Chamath Palihapitiya, an
early senior executive at
Facebook and now noted
venture capitalist (he’s also
the best friend of poker pro
Phil Hellmuth), squeezed
out the other two kings —
the K♣K♠!

He didn’t mess around
and simply five-bet all in for
$97,200, which inspired Ela-

mawy to wisely fold. 
Tilly had the best hand in

poker and quickly put in her
stack of $98,200 and
Housenbold called off for
right around the same
amount.

With $297,600 in the mid-
dle, Tilly was a massive
96.33% favorite to win the
hand. 

Palihapitiya had the king
of hearts while Housenbold
the king of clubs. 

Combined they had a
mere 2.34% chance of getting
lucky. 

Well, that luck disap-
peared when the flop fell
J♦6♣3♦ and left both Tilly’s
opponents drawing dead.
Even if it came runner-run-
ner diamonds to give
Housenbold a king-high
flush it would be no good as
Tilly held the ace of dia-
monds.

The turn and river, both
meaningless, were run out
as formalities and an excited

Tilly pulled in the pot. For
those who don’t know, the
“Bride of Chucky” star is ac-
tually an accomplished
poker player.

Not only does she play
high-stakes cash games, but
she also has more than
$1 million in lifetime tourna-
ment earnings dating back
to 2003, according to the
poker-tracking database
the Hendon Mob. 

That includes a career-
high $158,335 for topping a
601-entry field to win the
2005 World Series of Poker
$1,000 Ladies Champi-
onship for a coveted WSOP
gold bracelet.

Tilly is also known for her
philanthropic poker endeav-
ors. 

In fact, in March 2023 she
won the One Step Closer
Charity Event in Las Vegas
for $15,200, donating it all to
the nonprofit, charitable or-
ganization whose main goal
is to improve the lives of
those who suffer from cer-
ebral palsy along with vari-
ous disabilities.

Holloway is a 2013 World
Series of Poker bracelet
winner.

POKER Chad Holloway

Aries (March 21-April 19):
Your quiet determination
guides the course while ap-
pearing effortless. By envi-
sioning the harmony you
want, you naturally navigate
toward it. 

Taurus (April 20-May
20): To embody compassion
is to extend it equally — to
others and to yourself. For
now, forget about a targeted
beam of kindness; radiate
love in all directions. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21):
Critical thinking can only
take you so far. It’s easy to
get caught in overanalysis.
Instead of examining every
angle until you’re exhausted,
pick the one that resonates
most and follow through. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22):
If forgiveness is too much to-
day, consider a lesser kind of
letting go — like taking time
to process your feelings, or
avoiding the issue until you
feel like handling it. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
Reading the room isn’t just
awareness — it’s power. Un-
spoken rules and hidden op-
portunities will be revealed. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
The rush to the end of the
year can be stressful. Go to
that heavenly place in your
mind for relief and relax-
ation. If you don’t have one,
it’s the ideal time to create it. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):
If it feels like you’re getting
knocked about by the hap-
hazardness of today, con-
sider yourself as a raw gem
that life is polishing. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21):
Games will teach you how
another person’s mind
works. Do they play by the
rules, or are they willing to
bend them? Today, such ob-
servations help you better
understand a relationship. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21): When your goal is
specific and attractive
enough to you, you’ll drop
the distractions that com-
pete for your focus. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): You’ll experiment with
your personal environment
and change up your style as a
way to turn up the joy. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): The time, thought and
effort it takes to prepare a
meal or connect over a din-
ing experience will nourish
more than the body. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): They are not thinking
what you’re thinking. This is
why you should share and
compare notes. You’re likely
to be delighted at your origi-
nality, and you’ll appreciate
how their unique takes com-
plement your own. 

Today’s birthday (Dec.
29): Fates favor you as you
double down on your pas-
sion. Big plans get bigger;
small problems fall off the
schedule; large dreams ma-
terialize in a thrilling if me-
thodical build. You’ll estab-
lish charitable habits and
enjoy the bounty of your life,
knowing others are well tak-
en care of. Virgo and Cancer
adore you. Lucky numbers:
6, 13, 50, 1, 15. 

Mathis writes her column
for Creators Syndicate Inc.
The horoscope should be
read for entertainment.

HOROSCOPE 
Holiday Mathis
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W
ith its ancient temples,
bustling cityscapes, and
a culture rich in history,
Cambodia has long been

a captivating destination for travelers. Now,
this vibrant Southeast Asian nation is catching the
eye of global investors, who are drawn not only by
Cambodia’s cultural allure but also by its promise of
growth andopportunity. From its youthful population
and strategic position within ASEAN to its expanding
economy, Cambodia is emerging as a prime destina-
tion for those seeking both investment potential and
unique, long-termreturns. “Cambodia iscommittedto
fosteringabusiness-friendlyenvironment that encour-
ages investment invariouspotential sectors,” saysAun
Pornmoniroth,MinisterofEconomyandFinance.

AVisionforSustainableEconomicGrowth
Cambodia’s government has laid out an am-

bitious “Pentagonal Strategy” to guide long-term
economic growth, focusing on infrastructure,
regulatory reform, and workforce development.
Aiming to achieve upper-middle-income status
by 2030 and high-income status by 2050, this
vision prioritizes resilience and inclusivity, posi-
tioning Cambodia as a leader in sustainable de-
velopment. By 2023, the Cambodian economy
had diversiied signiicantly, with industry and
services now comprising 37.5% and 35.1% of
GDP, respectively. Sectors such as electronics, ve-
hicle parts, and food processing are rapidly join-
ing garments as central drivers of Cambodia’s
export economy, relecting the country’s shift
toward a balanced, diversiied economic model.

Under this vision, the Ministry of Economy
and Finance continues to lead key reforms, includ-
ing a comprehensive vocational training program
launched to equip 1.5 million young Cambodians
with relevant skills in sectors such as manufac-
turing, services, and technology. “This initiative
is designed to equip the younger generation with
industry-relevant skills,” Pornmoniroth explains.

EmpoweringCambodia’sFinancial Sector
At the heart of Cambodia’s economic transfor-

mation, theNationalBankofCambodia (NBC)plays
a pivotal role in driving inancial inclusion, stability,
and innovation. With the economy approximately
85% dollarized, NBC has introduced measures to
increase the use of local currency, fostering inan-
cial independence and stability. “We want to raise
awareness about the importanceof local currency,”
states NBCGovernor Chea Serey. “Our approach is
gradual; we will not impose suddenmeasures.”

NBC’s initiatives include strengthening
monetary policy and enhancing banking super-
vision to maintain a sound inancial environ-
ment that supports all sectors. A cornerstone
of NBC’s commitment to inancial inclusion is
the Bakong mobile payment app, which allows
Cambodians to make digital payments conve-
niently via smartphone. Bakong has already
brought unprecedented inancial accessibility
to many Cambodians, particularly those in ru-
ral areas underserved by traditional banking.

NBC’s vision aligns with Cambodia’s pro-busi-
ness stance, contributing to a inancial ecosystem

favorable policies, and a projected economic growth
rateof6%in2024,Cambodia’s foundationforgrowth
is strong. “This stable growth trajectory, supported by
strong policy frameworks and ongoing reforms, cre-
ates a solid foundation for investors looking to capi-
talizeonCambodia’s potential,” Pornmoniroth states.

GovernorCheaSerey, theyoungest centralbank
governor in theworld, relects Cambodia’s youthful
ambitions and commitment to growth. “Our pop-
ulation is young, and our aspirations are big,” she
says. Indeed, Cambodia’s blend of tradition, inno-
vation, and economic vision offers a unique op-
portunity for investors looking to expand in Asia.

Cambodia Rising: Tradition, Innova-
tion, and Investment Potential

With a youthful population, rich cultur-
al heritage, and a rapidly growing economy,
Cambodia is establishing itself as a prime in-
vestment destination in Southeast Asia.

With its ancient temples, bustling cityscapes,
and a culture steeped in history, Cambodia has long
captivated travelers. Now, this vibrant Southeast
Asian nation is catching the eye of global investors
drawn to its unique blend of cultural allure and
economic potential. With a young population and
strategic position within ASEAN, Cambodia is po-
sitioning itself as a prime investment destination in
Southeast Asia. “Cambodia is committed to foster-
ing a business-friendly environment that encourag-
es investment in various potential sectors,” saysAun
Pornmoniroth,Minister of Economy and Finance.

AVisionforSustainableEconomicGrowth
Cambodia’s government has laid out an ambitious

“Pentagonal Strategy” focused on long-term growth
through infrastructure, regulatory reform, and work-
force development. Aiming to reach upper-middle-in-
come status by 2030 and high-income status by 2050,
the government prioritizes sustainable development
and inclusivity. By 2023, Cambodia’s economy had di-
versified significantly, with industry and services now
comprising 37.5% and 35.1% of GDP, respectively.
Emergingsectorslikeelectronics,vehicleparts,andfood
processing are now expanding Cambodia’s exports,
underscoringa shift towardabalancedeconomy.

Lucca Afonso
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Photography and Film
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PabloMartinezMatosas
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ALandof
Opportunity
With a growing

workforce of

young, English-

speaking, and

highly-trained

Cambodians, the

nation is getting

ready to reach for

the stars.

2024

This report was produced
by OneWorld Media

Special Report

CambodiaRising:
Tradition, Innovation, and
InvestmentPotential

With a youthful population, rich cultural heritage, and a rapidly growing economy, Cambodia is establishing itself as
a prime investment destination in Southeast Asia.
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that supports investorswhile championing sustain-
ability and inclusivity. As Serey notes, the nation’s
open policies toward foreign ownership and a
commitment to stability make Cambodia an at-
tractive prospect for international investment.

Building Infrastructure and Work-
force for Future Growth

The Cambodian government recognizes the
importance of infrastructure and human capital
in supporting economic expansion. Under the
“ComprehensiveMaster Plan,” key initiatives aim
to improve connectivity and logistics, with proj-
ects including expressways and logistics hubs to
facilitate smoother trade lows and strengthen
Cambodia’s position as a trade gateway.

Another important initiative is thevocationaland
technical training program aimed at providing free
training to youth from disadvantaged backgrounds.
This program will equip around 1.5 million young
people with industry-speciic skills, supporting sec-
tors such as manufacturing and technology. “This
programisdesignedtoequipouryoungergeneration
with the skills they need,” Pornmoniroth says.

An Inclusive and Investment-
Friendly Economy

The Cambodian government’s approach has cre-
ated a pro-business environment that is increasingly
attractive to investors.Withdiversified growth sectors,

The Ministry of Economy and Finance is also
leading critical reforms, including a vocational
training program designed to equip 1.5 million
young Cambodians with skills in manufactur-
ing, services, and technology. “This initiative is
designed to equip the younger generation with
industry-relevant skills,” Pornmoniroth explains.

EmpoweringCambodia’sFinancialSector
The National Bank of Cambodia (NBC)

is central to the country’s economic trans-
formation, driving inancial inclusion, stabil-
ity, and innovation. With the economy 85%
dollarized, NBC has implemented measures
to increase local currency use gradually. “We
want to raise awareness about the importance
of local currency,” states NBC Governor Chea
Serey. “Our approach is gradual; we will not
impose sudden measures.”

NBC’s commitment to financial inclusion is high-
lighted by theBakongmobile payment app,which al-
lows Cambodians tomake digital payments easily via
smartphone, particularly benefiting those in rural ar-
easwithlimitedbankingaccess.“TheBakongplatform
represents a leap of faith for our small country,” Serey
says,noting theapp’s impacton financial accessibility.

InfrastructureandWorkforceDevelopment
Recognizing the role of infrastructure in

economic growth, Cambodia has launched
the “Comprehensive Master Plan,” aimed at
enhancing connectivity and logistics through
projects like expressways and logistics hubs to
support smoother trade lows and strengthen
its position as a trade gateway.

Additionally, the vocational and technical
training program offers free training to around
1.5 million youth from disadvantaged back-
grounds, supporting key sectors likemanufactur-
ing and technology. “This program is designed to
equip our younger generationwith the skills they
need,” Pornmoniroth says.

AnInclusive, Investment-FriendlyEconomy
The Cambodian government’s pro-business ap-

proach and diverse growth sectors have created an
attractive environment for investors. With favorable
policies and a projected growth rate of 6% in 2024,
Cambodia’s foundation for economic expansion is
strong. “This stable growth trajectory, supported by
strong policy frameworks and ongoing reforms, cre-
ates a solid foundation for investors looking to capi-
talizeonCambodia’spotential,”Pornmoniroth states.

Governor Chea Serey, the youngest central
bank governor in the world, relects Cambodia’s
youthful ambitions. “Our population is young, and
our aspirations are big,” she says. With its blend
of tradition, innovation, and a forward-looking
economic vision, Cambodia presents a compelling
opportunity for investors seeking growth in Asia.

MAINDATA

Capital:PhnomPenh

Population: 16.94million

Currency:Cambodian riel

GDP:USD31.77 billion
(World Bank)

GDPGrowth: 5.4% annual
change (World Bank)

ForeignDirect
Investment:USD3.58
million (Statista)

Export total:
USD35.9 billion
#69 exporter in
theworld
36.3% of exports
for the US

Most exported products:
Knit sweaters 8.6%
Cassava 3.62%
Trunks and cases 8.37%

Inflation: 0.5% (2024)
Down from5.3% (2022)
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Digital PaymentsGrowth.Bakong app boosts

financial inclusion in Cambodia’s 85%dollarized

economy throughmobile transactions.

Economic Expansion Cambodia’s GDP

growth projected at 6% for 2024, supported by

infrastructure and business-friendly policies.Finance & Economy

Paving theWay for Foreign
Investment inCambodia’s
GrowingEconomy
As Cambodia’s economy evolves, Amara Capital is leading the charge in connecting foreign
investors with high-potential opportunities in this dynamic emerging market.

«Weunderstand the challenges

investors facewhenentering an

emergingmarket likeCambodia.

That’s why our teamof local

and international experts is

committed to helping investors

navigateunfamiliarterritorywith

transparency and integrity.»

«We understand both sides of

the equation, and that’s why

we can deliver success for both

investors and businesses.»

«There are no surprises here

for investors. The Cambodian

government has created an

environmentwhere businesses

can thrive, andwe see great

potential for long-termgrowth.»

«We invest in sectors

that are essential to the

country’s development.»

A
mara Capital, Cambo-
dia’s leading fund man-
agement company, is
uniquely positioned to
connect international in-

vestors with high-potential opportunities
in one of Southeast Asia’s fastest-grow-
ing markets. Oficially licensed by the Se-
curities and Exchange Regulator of Cambodia
(SERC), the irm offers a wide range of services,
from managing public and private funds to real
estate investment trusts (REITs) and crowdfund-
ing platforms. “Our goal is to provide strategic
private credit and equity solutions that help both
our investors and the businesses we support
grow,” says Taihei Yamada, Chairman of the com-
pany’s Investment Committee.

Amara Capital stands out by combining inan-
cial expertise with deep business implementation
experience. This dual focus allows the compa-
ny to support investors with not only inancial
returns but also business growth for the local
projects and companies they invest in. “We un-
derstand both sides of the equation, and that’s
why we can deliver success for both investors and
businesses,” Yamada emphasizes.

An Ideal Investment Destination
Cambodia offers an attractive environment

for foreign investors, driven by strong econom-
ic fundamentals and favourable liberal policies.
“There are few markets like Cambodia, where
you can achieve substantial growth without
worrying about currency risk,” Yamada explains.
Cambodia’s USD-based economy allows inter-
national investors to enjoy high returns without
the added complication of inlation eroding
their proits. In fact, the country’s GDP has been
growing at a rate of around 7% annually prior
to the pandemic, making it one of the most sta-
ble and promising markets in the region.

With a young and growing population—ex-
pected to increase by 1.4 times by 2070—Cam-
bodia’s economy is driven by real consumption,
creating sustained demand for goods and ser-
vices. This demographic advantage is expected to
fuel urbanization, particularly in the capital city
of Phnom Penh, where 20% of the population al-
ready resides. “Phnom Penh is becoming a major
urban hub,” Yamada says. “We expect continued
rapid urbanization, which presents a range of op-
portunities for investors.”

Furthermore, Cambodia’s political stability
and liberal business environment make it partic-
ularly attractive for foreign investment. Unlike
other ASEAN countries, Cambo-
dia has few restrictions on foreign
investors, aside from land owner-
ship. The country’s government
has actively pursued foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) as a means
of stimulating economic growth,
and under the leadership of the
new Prime Minister, this strate-
gy is set to continue. “There are
no surprises here for investors.
The Cambodian government has
created an environment where
businesses can thrive, and we
see great potential for long-term
growth,” Yamada notes.

A Focus on High Growth Potential
Amara Capital’s investment thesis is built on

identifying sectors that align with Cambodia’s eco-
nomic trajectory. The company primarily focuses
on industries that are expected to grow alongsideTAIHEI YAMADA

TAIHEI YAMADA

TAIHEI YAMADA

TAIHEI YAMADA

«Cambodia is ready

for investment,

andwe are here to

developthecountry

through achieving

something

meaningful

together with

new partners.»

TAIHEI YAMADA

TAIHEI
YAMADA

CHAIRMANOF
INVESTMENT
COMMITTEE,

AMARA
CAPITAL

the country’s increasing population and rising in-
come levels. “We invest in sectors that are essential
to the country’s development,” says Yamada. Pre-
ferred sectors include food and beverages (F&B),
K-12 international education, healthcare, and
fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG).

These sectors have shown consistent growth
as Cambodia’s middle class ex-
pands and demand for quality
education, healthcare, and con-
sumer goods rises. “Cambodia’s
GDP per capita today is where
Japan was in the 1970s. Com-
panies established during that
time are billion-dollar giants to-
day. We believe Cambodia offers
the same kind of opportunity for
growth,” Yamada says.

With a strong foundation in
Cambodia’s market, Amara Capi-
tal is uniquely positioned to help
investors tap into the country’s
potential, offering a trusted gate-
way to one of Southeast Asia’s

most dynamic emerging economies. As Yamada
concludes, “Cambodia is ready for investment,
and we are here to develop the country through
achieving something meaningful together with
new partners.”

A Comprehensive Set of Services
Amara Capital’s expertise is backed by its full

suite of licenses, allowing it to manage public and
private funds, create and administer REITs, and
serve as a crowdfunding intermediary between
securities offering companies and investors. The
irm’s extensive services focus on private credit
solutions to inancial institutions, non-bank i-
nancial institutions and private equity and hybrid
solutions to enterprises with our focused sectors.

“We understand the challenges investors face
when entering an emergingmarket like Cambodia,”
says Yamada. “That’s why our team of local and in-
ternational experts is committed to helping inves-
tors navigate unfamiliar territory with transparency
and integrity”. One example is board director So-
cheat Lim (CPA in Australia and ACCA), who also
serves as Vice President of the Cambodia Chamber
of Commerce. He supports the growth of Amara
Capital’s portfolio companies by sharing local busi-
ness networks and managing public affairs, such as
negotiations with local authorities. “It can help our
portfolio companies’ managements run their busi-
nesses in a smooth and focused manner. It’s about
commitment and trust—building it, maintaining it,
and delivering on our promises,” explains Yamada.

www.amaracapital.com.kh
chhoung@amaracapital.com

(+855) 12 37 38 92

#113C, Mao Tse Tung Boulevard, Tuol
Svay Prey 1, Beoung Keng Kang, Phnom

Penh, Cambodia.

«ACHIEVE MORE,
DEVELOPMORE»

VISIT US

Signing session of the strategic investment in Thalias Co, Ltd, the leading hospitality group.

Signing session of the investment agreement in KFK Holdings Co, Ltd, the leading F&B Group.
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Youth Empowerment Vocational training

equips 1.5 million Cambodian youth with

essential industry skills by 2030.Finance & Economy

BlueCharteredAccountants andAuditors is bridging local expertisewith
international standards, helping businesses navigate Cambodia’s evolving regulatory
landscapewhile ensuring clients and investors trust that goes beyond compliance.

info@bluecaa.com | (+855) 16 669 107 |
#106 (2nd Floor), Street 304, Sangkat
Boueng Keng Kang II, Khan Boueng Keng
Kang, Phnom Penhwww.bluecaa.com

DeliveringGlobalStandards in
Cambodia’sGrowingMarket

AIACambodia:Meeting yourEvery
Need forCorporate Insurance
SolutionsAnytime,Anywhere

AIA Cambodia is synonymous with providing comprehensive financial protection for individuals in
the Kingdom of Cambodia, but the leading life and health insurer also offers a suite of bespoke, flexible
corporate solutions that align with their purpose of helping people lead Healthier, Longer, Better Lives.

H
uman Resources senior executives
can fully access these corporate
solutions via AIA’s HR portal. Em-

ployees can utilize the all-in-one AIA+ app, which
enables seamless, convenient online navigation
when submitting or reviewing claims, updating per-
sonal information, calling or live chatting with cus-
tomer service on messaging app Telegram, learning
about health and wellness and somuchmore.

These enhanced features provide the work-
force with a digital edge, giving them a val-
ue-added advantage that keeps to the insurer’s
customer-centric statement to ‘Deliver irst-class
customer experience with clarity, courage and hu-
manity – irst time, every time’.

As a subsidiary of the AIA Group, the world’s
largest independent publicly-listed pan-Asian life in-
surance group, AIA Cambodia leverages over 100
years of expertise to provide corporations of all sizes
insuranceplans thatit their needs. Standouts include:

WorkWell with AIA
AIA Cambodia’s principal corporate proposition,

WorkWellwithAIA comprises four specially designed
pillars to ensure a comprehensive, up-to-date em-
ployer and employee health and wellness package.
This is exempliied by the program’s proposition of

Live Well (physical wellness), Think Well (mental),
PlanWell (inancial) and Feel Well (social).

These programs are complemented byAIA Special
Privileges, encompassing exclusive, value-added ser-
vices to engage employees, ensure they are well taken
careofandreinforce their standingas theorganization’s
most importantasset.Theseprivileges leveragedataan-
alytics to provide insights into best company practices
and employee habits and behavior, enabling employers
to create tailor-made requirements and beneits and
structure their employee activity plans accordingly.

AIA MedCare
Targeted at employers looking for enhanced,

customizable employee medical protection, AIA
MedCare provides comprehensive medical cov-
erage with beneits such as reimbursements on

tial benefits that comprise market-leading life insurance
and coverage that includes critical illnesses, accidents,
hospital allowance andoverseas emergency assistance.

AIA AccidentCare
AIA AccidentCare complements AIA ComCare

and provides additional coverage for accidental
death, disability and medical expenses arising from
accidents. It pays out a lump sum of 100% Sum As-
sured upon accidental death, covers 26 disabilities
caused by accidents and reimburses medical treat-
ment expenses for injuries resulting from accidents.

For more information on accessing adaptable,
all-inclusive corporate insurance solutions for both
employers and employees, contact AIA Cambodia at
+086 999 242, email Kh.Care@aia.com or visit aia.
com.kh and facebook.com/AIACambodia.

Official LaunchofWorkWellWithAIAProgram. AIA Cambodia HQ, PhnomPenh. Jane Tay, CEO of AIA Cambodia (Right).

hospitalization, surgeries, illnesses, accidents and
emergencies. It additionally caters for employee
out-patient, cashless payments at 168* partner
hospitals in Cambodia and aboard, preventive,
dental and maternity care needs, among others.

AIA MedCare also features an online medical
portal that targets employees, the employer’s HR
department and AIA’s medical service providers.
It allows access to member listings, claims data,
history and submission and policy beneits, among
others, to keep the overall administration of bene-
its, hospital admission and discharge hassle free.

AIA ComCare
AIA ComCare integrates life, accident and hospital

cash components to reduce any duplication and increase
companyefficiency.Thisgroupinsuranceplanoffersessen-

B lue Chartered Accountants and Auditors
is oneof theprofessional auditingandac-

counting firminCambodia,offeringserviceson
parwith the international firms.Founded in2019,

JANETAY
CEOOFAIA
CAMBODIA

Pavingthe
WayforGlobal
Investors
Withexpertise spanningmarket entry
strategies, project developmentand
finance, taxadvisory, andcorporate&
commercial,ANANTLawFirmprovides
a crucial bridge for international investors
navigatingCambodia’s growingeconomy
andvibrant investment landscape.

ING
SOPHELEAK
MANAGING
PARTNEROF

ANANT
LAWFIRM

www.anant-lawfirm.com

+855 12 884 656

ing@anant-lawfirm.com

When ANANT Law Firm, a full-service
irm based in Cambodia, has quickly

established itself as a leader in guiding both
domestic and international investors through
Cambodia’s regulatory landscape. ANANT

cycle.Thefirmassistsclientswithmarketentrystrategies,
public-private partnerships, mergers and acquisitions,
real estate development, corporate and commercial
matters, tax efficiencies, joint ventures, and regulatory
compliance. Key sectors in which ANANT serves clients
include agribusiness, real estate and construction, insur-
ance, environment, renewable energy and natural re-
sources,distributionandconsumergoods, andmanufac-
turing and industrials. This broad sector coverage allows
ANANT to tailor services to sectors poised for growth.
“We assist clients in structuring their corporate presence
efficientlyforacost-effectiveandtax-optimizedentry into
Cambodia,” saysmanagingpartnerSophealeak Ing.

Thefirm’sbackgroundincomplextransactions,from
M&As to jointventures, reinforces its standingamongre-
gional investors. “Ourteamhastheability totranslate the
local context and convey complex regulatory nuances to
support informedbusinessdecisions,” Ingemphasizes.

ANANT’s comprehensive understanding of Cambo-

dia’s evolvingbusiness and regulatory environment posi-
tionsthefirmasastrategicpartnerratherthanjusta legal
advisor.Withaproactiveapproach,ANANTnavigatescli-
entsthrough regulatory shifts, suchasCambodia’s new
natural resources and environment codes, ensuring
they remain compliant and well-prepared for chang-
es in policy. “We help clients succeed in Cambodia by
serving as their long-term business partner,” Ing adds.

WithCambodia’sstrategic locationinASEAN,young
workforce, and investment-friendly policies—including
100%ownershipforforeigninvestorsandnocapitalcon-
trol—ANANT serves as a vital guide for companies nav-
igating this promising market. “Cambodia offers strong
potential for high-quality investments,” notes Ing, “and
nowis the time toexplore this vibrantmarket”.

SINRAKONG
PARTNER,
AUDIT&

ASSURANCE

the firmhasexpanded its teamtoaround40professionals,
providing audit, tax, and outsourced accounting services.
Theycatertoawiderangeof industries, includingover200
bothlocalandinternationalclients.“Weareputtingourlocal

expertise and international credentials at the service of our
clients”,saysKongSinra,PartnerinAuditandAssurance.

With Cambodia offering numerous incentives for for-
eign investors, the firmbelieves in the country’s potential
for growth. “Our strategic locationand improving corpo-
rate governance make Cambodia attractive for invest-
ment,” adds Sinra, emphasizing the unique opportuni-
ties currently available to international businesses.

bringsnearly twodecadesof collective expertise through
its team of over 40 professionals, led by four founding
partnerswithdeep-rootedknowledgeof localmarkets.

ANANToffersarobustsuiteof legal services, special-
izing in inbound investments and the complete business
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Investor-FriendlyEconomyUnrestricted

foreign ownership and tax incentives attract global

investment to Cambodia’s expanding sectors.

Strengthening RielNational Bank of

Cambodia promotes local currency to enhance

financial independence and economic resilience.Finance & Economy

AGlobal Player
withLocalExpertise
Combining regional strength with local expertise to deliver
tailored financial solutions, CIMB Bank Cambodia is changing the
financial landscape of Cambodia.

C
IMB Cambodia operates as
a fully local subsidiary of
Malaysian CIMB Group, em-
phasizing its commitment to
serving the Cambodian mar-

ket through a team comprised entirely of
local staff. This structure allows the bank to nav-
igate the local landscape effectively while leveraging
the broader resources of its parent company. “We are
proud to be a fully local institution, and our success
is built on understanding the unique needs of our
community,” says CEO of CIMB Cambodia Bun Yin.

A Strong Regional Network
CIMB Group is the ifth-largest bank in South-

east Asia and a leader in investment banking
across the Asia Paciic region. It boasts a vast
brand network, with over 600 branches through-
out Southeast Asia. As Yin explains, “CIMB Group
is a government-linked company in Malaysia,
with more than 50% of its shares owned by gov-
ernment institutions and the rest publicly listed.”

CIMB’s global reach extends beyond Southeast
Asia, with branches in countries such as the UK,
Hong Kong, and Shanghai. However, it is its re-
gional network that gives CIMB Cambodia a com-
petitive edge. “We have the advantage of a region-
al network, which beneits clients from countries
like Indonesia who want to do business here,” Yin
shares. This network allows the bank to facilitate
cross-border banking, making it easier for clients to
open accounts and do business across the region.

Four Pillars of Business
With 14 branches, CIMB Cambodia generates rev-

enue from four key business units: consumer banking,

commercial banking, corporate banking, and treasury
and markets operations. In consumer banking, the
bank offers traditional services such as home loans,
car loans, and personal loans, catering to the inancial
needs of the public. Commercial banking, however, is
one of the bank’s most important business units, serv-
ing SMEs and supporting trade inance throughwork-
ing capital, overdrafts, and trade funding facilities.

Corporate banking, while not the largest unit
in Cambodia, holds a distinct advantage due to
the bank’s regional network. “Multinational com-
panies prefer working with us because we have a
regional network and can offer support from the
group. It gives us a professional edge over local
banks,” Yin explains. This advantage allows the
bank to attract international clients and maintain
a strong presence in the corporate banking sector.

Competitive Edge through Expertise
OneofCIMBCambodia’sprimarycompetitiveadvan-

tages is its access toawidepool of regional expertise. Yin
acknowledges that while the bank has a robust team of
local staff, certain technical areas, such as IT systems, re-
quire external support. “We are fortunate to have access
toprofessionals fromothercountries inourgroup, likean
expert fromVietnamwhois currentlyhelpingusdevelop
ourITsystem,”hesays.Thisregionalcollaborationallows
the bank to leverage expertise from across Southeast
Asia, enabling it to stay competitive in the localmarket.

In addition to human resources, CIMB Cambodia
beneits from being part of a regional network that
adheres to both local and international banking stan-

dards. This dual compliance sometimes creates chal-
lenges, but it also positions the bank as a reliable and
trustworthy inancial institution. “We follow strict
international standards, andwhile thatmay frustrate
some customers, it’s necessary for compliance and
ensuring we provide the best service,” Yin asserts.

Financial Performance and Challenges
CIMB Cambodia has seen steady inancial growth

since its inception in 2010. The bank turned its irst
proit in itsifthyear, andby2022, it had reachedpeak
performance. However, 2023 presented challenges,
primarily due to rising interest rates from the Federal
Reserve and the post-COVID economic environment.
“Our loans began to grow faster than our deposits,
which created a challenging situation,” Yin explains.
The increased cost of loans, coupledwith higher fund-
ing costs, impacted the bank’s performance, but the
team is already working on recovery. “We’re seeing
deposits increase again, and accordingly managing
our loans, and ultimately the lending ratio,” he adds.

Despite these setbacks, CIMBCambodia remainsi-
nancially solid. Thebank’s 2024budgetwas set at $20
million, but Yin is optimistic about exceeding that tar-
get. “I believewe can reach $24million, whichwould
be an improvement over last year,” he predicts.

Commitment to Sustainability and CSR
CIMB Cambodia is not just focused on proit-

ability; the bank also places a strong emphasis on
sustainability and corporate social responsibility
(CSR). So far, the bank has contributed over 600

thousand USD to various CSR initiatives, including
projects related to education, healthcare, and en-
vironmental sustainability. Furthermore, CIMB has
launched its lagship its CIMB ASEAN Scholarship
since 2016, of which 3 Cambodian students have
been sent to complete their education abroad, in-
cluding in Canada, Korea, and Australia. “We are
committed to giving back to society, and this is re-
lected in the time andmoneywe invest in our com-
munities,” Yin states.

One of the bank’s most notable 2023 initiatives
was its environmental project, which involved plant-
ing thousands of trees near Angkor Wat. “We want to
support the environment and contribute to attracting
more tourism to Cambodia,” Yin says. This was fol-
lowed in 2024 with the launch of their lagship An-
gkor CIMB Park, a 5-hectare planting project further
strengthening thebank’s commitment to sustainability.

Recently the bank received a prestigious rec-
ognition, winning both the “Best Companies to
Work for in Asia” and the “Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Awards 2024” from HR Asia. These
honors relect CIMB’s dedication to cultivating a
supportive, inclusive work culture that beneits
both employees and the communities it serves.

Looking Ahead
To further boost Cambodia’s growing economy,

CIMB Cambodia is always seeking to collaborate
with new investors, particularly from the U.S. The
bank sees immense opportunities in sectors like
education, automotive manufacturing, etc, where
companies have already made inroads. Indeed,
U.S. companies could expand their presence by
investing in local production facilities, such as for
automotive parts, capitalizing on Cambodia’s stra-
tegic position and dollarized economy. “The U.S. is
Cambodia’s top export market, nearing $7 billion
in just eight months,” explains Yin, emphasizing
the vast untapped potential.

In addition to favourable trade conditions,
Cambodia’s investment-friendly policies—such
as tax holidays and zero VAT—make it an ap-
pealing destination for international businesses.
“I often liken it to a person in love,” concludes
Yin with a smile, underlining Cambodia’s partic-
ular attractiveness to investors; “while no one
is perfect, every individual has unique qualities
that can be appreciated from different angles.”CIMB Bank PLC group photo after a cycling event in front of Bayon Temple - SiemReap.CIMBBankPLCwinningtwoawardsfromHRAsia.

investment to Cambodia’s expanding sectors.

BUNYIN
CEO OF CIMB

BANK PLC
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PioneeringaNewVisionforCambodianHospitality

Cambodia:TheNextFrontier
for Tourism Investment

By blending heritage preservation, sustainability, and a modern understanding of hospitality, MAADS has been at the forefront of
redefining Cambodia’s hospitality landscape.

W
hen Alexis de Sure-
main co-founded
MAADS in2006,his vi-
sion extended far be-
yond creating beauti-

fulplacestostay.Drawingonadecadeofexperience
inSoutheastAsia, he aimed to create spaces that relect
Cambodia’s cultural richness while embracing sustain-
ability and community involvement. “Cambodia is not
only Angkor Wat,” de Suremain explains. “Tourists
who venture into other parts of the country are
always surprised, but most don’t know they can,
so our task is to get that message out.”

MAADS quickly gained recognition for its innova-
tive approach, emphasizing heritage preservation and
bioclimatic design. With properties in Phnom Penh,
SiemReap,andbeyond, thebrandoffersguests immer-
sive, locally-rooted experiences with modern design.
“We create properties with great locations, simpliied
elegance, andoasis-like settings,” de Suremainnotes.

A core part of MAADS’ success lies in its environ-
mental sustainability efforts. “Closer to Earth is the
principle we’ve expanded since the pandemic,” says
de Suremain, emphasizing green spaces and water
elements. For instance, the Pavilion Heritage Oasis
Hotel in Phnom Penh, located near the Royal Palace,
preserves historical architecture while offering a se-
rene atmosphere with two large pools and lush lora.
“There’s a sense of timeless tranquility here,” he adds.

MAADS is equally committed to promoting
contemporary Cambodian culture. The brand sup-
ports projects like the Angkor Database, an online
platform for research on Angkor Wat, and New
Cambodian Artists, a dance company producing

F
rom its ancient temples and un-
spoiled beaches to vibrant cities
and luxury hospitality, Cambodia

is rapidly establishing itself as a top-ti-
er tourism destination. While Angkor Wat
continues to draw global attention, the Minis-
try of Tourism, under the leadership of Minister
Huot Hak, is spearheading efforts to showcase
the country’s lesser-known treasures—its pris-
tine natural landscapes, thriving ecotourism,
and world-class accommodations. With inno-
vative public-private partnerships and the in-
volvement of both local and international hos-
pitality leaders, Cambodia is poised for growth
that appeals to a broad range of travelers, from
adventure-seekers to luxury tourists. “Cambodia

world-class performances. “The future of tourism
is about showing both the past and the creativity of
Cambodians today,” de Suremain believes.

In Siem Reap, the Templation Angkor Re-
sort is nestled near the temples, offering a nat-
ural escape. “Serenity is in the air,” says de

ALEXIS
DESUREMAIN
CO-FOUNDER&

OPERATOROFMAADS

Pavilion heritage oasis hotel.

Penh House rooftop pool.A villa at Templation.

Suremain, with the resort featuring tropical
lora, private pools, and Cambodia’s largest
photovoltaic installation.

In Phnom Penh, White Mansion operates
in an elegant former US Embassy guest-
house, while Penh House Hotel, built be-
tween the Royal Palace and Royal Pagoda,
offers a tranquil setting with an overflow
pool and views of the city’s historic land-
marks. “All our projects have strong charac-
ter, interesting setups, and lots of water and
greenery,” de Suremain concludes.

«All our projects have strong

character, interesting setups,

and lots ofwater andgreenery.»

ALEXIS DE SUREMAIN.

Eco-TourismExpansionNortheastern

Cambodia boasts unique Amazonian-like

ecosystems,attractingeco-conscious travelers

seeking off-the-beaten-path adventures.

RareWildlife Cambodia’s coastal

waters feature pink dolphins and

dugongs, enhancing biodiversity

tourism appeal.

Culinary Experiences Kampot pepper

plantations and durian farms attract

food tourism, showcasing Cambodia’s

agricultural heritage.
Tourism

LocalRoots,GlobalAspirations
With a focus on local expertise and authentic experiences, Anik Hotels Group is carving its niche
in Cambodia’s competitive hospitality sector.

W
ithover24yearsof ex-
perience in hospital-
ity across Cambodia
and Thailand, Clus-
ter General Manager

Samney Sin is building Anik Hotels Group
into a brand that champions local heritage.

Founded in 2015, Anik Hotels Group has es-
tablished a irm foothold in Cambodia’s hospitality
sector. The group began with two boutique hotels
in Phnom Penh, offering 28 and 38 rooms, respec-

tively, followed by the opening of Anik Palace Hotel
in 2020, a major expansion with 126 rooms. This
marked a signiicant milestone, showcasing Anik’s
ability to blend luxury with authentic local culture.

According to Sam, the group’s competitive edge
lies in its deepunderstanding of Cambodianhospitality,
supported by a teamof experienced local professionals.
“It’s important to keep inding new ways to improve,
never stop learning, andhave a genuinepassion for the
hospitality business. Building a strong team is essential,
andinCambodia,creatingasenseof familyandbelong-

ing is especially important to our staff. Part of my role
is to foster and encourage those values, which in turn
relects in howwe collectively interactwith our guest.”

Despite the increasing presence of international
hotel brands in Cambodia, Sam is optimistic about
the group’s ability to stand out. “We don’t fear com-
petition. We know the international brands well, and
we’ve grown up in the industry with them. We focus
onmaintaining strong relationships with our business
partners and delivering exceptional service,” he says.

Anik Hotels Group is now gearing up for further ex-
pansion, with plans to open an
additional24-roompropertynext
toAnikPalaceHotelby2025.This
newventurewillincludeaKhmer
authenticrestaurant,skybar,wine
cellar, meeting rooms, and well-
ness facilities, further enhancing
its offering in Phnom Penh. The
group also has its eyes on the
South of Cambodia, a growing
destination in Cambodia, with
plans to launch a property there
soon.“Weseethebusinessgrow-
ingdaybyday,yearbyyear.Our
new property and expansions
will help solidify our position in
themarket,”Samexplains.

Indeed, the company’s
success seems rooted in their
understanding of what inter-
national guests seek in Cam-
bodia, particularly as they

SAMNEYSIN
CLUSTER
GENERAL

MANAGER OF
ANIK

www.anikhotelsgroup.com
samney@anikhotelsgroup.com

Tel: +855 23 955 544
Mobile: +855 12 952 456

No. 14, Street 278, Sangkat Boeung
Keng Kang 1 | Khan Boeung Keng Kang

| Phnom Penh | Cambodia |

welcome tourists from keymarkets like Europe, the
U.S., and Australia. As the collaborative effort be-
tween the government and the private sector con-
tinues to boost Cambodia’s international appeal as a
destination, Anik Hotels believes their unique blend
of professionalism and local hospitality, as well as
their ability to adapt, will prove to be the key for the
future. “Nothing changes if we change nothing,”
Sam concludes with a smile, “but you have to come
to Cambodia and see for yourself all the wonderful
changes that are taking place here”.

HUOTHAK
MINISTEROF
TOURISM

is committed to positioning itself as a tourism
hub, expanding beyond its ancient temples to
appeal to global tourists in search of adventure,
wellness, and culture,” says Ith Vichit, CEO of
the Tourism Board.

At the core of Cambodia’s tourism strategy
is an ambitious approach to the “4 A’s of tour-
ism”—Accessibility, Amenities, Accommoda-
tions, and Attractions. With government invest-
ment in new infrastructure, enhanced air and
road connectivity, and a growing number of lux-
ury hotels, Cambodia’s tourism sector is quickly
adapting to meet international standards. Major
tourism players are bringing unique Cambodi-

an hospitality to the forefront, blending local
culture with the highest levels of service. For
investors, Cambodia offers a compelling mix of
potential and support, creating a gateway to one
of Southeast Asia’s most promising tourism mar-
kets as it strives to attract world travelers and
secure its place on the global tourism map.

PhnomPenh, Cambodia.

PhnomPenh, Cambodia.

AngkorWat, Krong SiemReap, Cambodia.

AngkorWat, Krong SiemReap, Cambodia.

Bayon Temple, Krong SiemReap, Cambodia.
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Jazz Tourism Cambodia is positioning
itself as a niche hub for jazzmusic,
drawing dedicated global audiences.

Infrastructure InvestmentsA $1.5 billion
international airport near Phnom Penh is
set to open by 2025, boosting tourism.

Diversified Attractions Cambodia aims
to be a “plus one” destination for travelers
visiting Thailand, Vietnam, or Malaysia.Tourism

Where Top-Tier Service
Meets Cambodian
Hospitality
n the heart of Phnom Penh, SUN & MOON HOTELS is setting a new standard in Cambodia’s
competitive hospitality landscape by blending modern luxury with authentic local charm.

F
ounded in 2015, SUN &
MOON HOTELS has swift-
ly made a name for itself
in the competitive Phnom
Penh hospitality market.With

two properties offering top-tier services and a
strong commitment to community, these hotels
are much more than just a place to stay—they
are relections of Cambodia’s vibrant culture
and potential. While global brands are rap-
idly expanding in Cambodia, SUN & MOON
HOTELS is betting on its modern take on local
hospitality and is already seeing rapid results.
“Our advantage is that we are among the top
local brands, offering guests fresh experiences
that feel uniquely Cambodian”, says Managing
Director, Sophea Chear, one of few women to
reach similar positions in the industry, and who
joined the family business in 2022.

The group’s irst property was the 80-room
SUN&MOON, Urban Hotel, opened in 2015 with
a distinct focus on wellness and playful, modern
design. Located in the bustling capital of Phnom
Penh, the hotel is a nine-loor property that in-
vites guests to embrace the energy of the city.
“We created an open space with an atrium in the
middle, allowing natural light to lood the entire
building,” Chear explains. The hotel offers a salt-
water ininity pool, a well-equipped gym, and a
three-room spa, making it a haven for travelers
seeking relaxation amidst the vibrant city life.

In 2023, the group opened its lagship prop-
erty, the SUN & MOON, Riverside Hotel, a 200-
room luxury hotel that seamlessly blends business
with pleasure. This high-rise boasts breath-taking
views of Phnom Penh’s skyline and the two rivers
that deine the city. With state-of-the-art facilities,
including a business center, corporate and private
event spaces, and a wellness center featuring an
exclusive salon, gym, and spa, the hotel caters

to both business travellers and those seeking
leisure. “Cambodia is about people, so we con-
ceived the hotel as a holistic experience, where
thoughtful design meets local hospitality”, Chear
explains. “We’re not just offering rooms—we’re
creating experiences.”

Yet what truly sets SUN & MOON HOTELS
apart from international competitors is its com-
mitment to sustainability and local sourcing.
The group uses locally made soaps and wooden
toiletries, while also reducing single-use plastic
through the installation of hot and cold water
dispensers in every room and public area. The
hotel’s solar lights further highlight its dedica-
tion to green energy. “We believe in providing
top-quality service while being mindful of our
environmental impact,” says Chear.

Beyond hospitality, the group is deeply
invested in the community, actively partic-

ipating in social initiatives such as blood do-
nation drives and river clean-up campaigns,
in partnership with local organizations. Addi-
tionally, it has donated 61 ambulances to local
communities and supports a charity for double
amputees, which offers inancial aid, job-seek-
ing assistance, and a hotline for those in need.
“Giving back is at the core of our values,” says
Chear, “our social initiatives aren’t just about
philanthropy; they’re about supporting our
community in meaningful, lasting ways.”

The route to success has also had its chal-
lenges, particularly due to the conditions creat-
ed by the global pandemic, which slowed tour-
ism to a halt, and by the following arrival of
international brands drawn by the Cambodia’s
immense potential. Yet the group is highly opti-
mistic about the future. “Competition makes us
better, and international brands will ultimately

bring more visitors curious to explore a coun-
try still unknown to many”, Chear explains. In-
deed, with so much to offer beyond its

renowned UNESCO World Heritage sites,
from untapped natural wonders like beaches,
freshwater lakes, and elephant sanctuaries all
the way to Phnom Penh’s melting-pot of cul-
tures and cuisines of Southeast Asia, Cambodia
is all potential. “We want people to give Cam-
bodia a chance, and our hotels are the perfect
gateway to experiencing all our country has to
offer,” Chear adds with a smile.

«Cambodia isaboutpeople, sowe

conceived thehotelasaholistic

experience,where thoughtful

designmeets localhospitality,

we’renot justoffering rooms—

we’recreatingexperiences.»

«We believe in providing top-

qualityservicewhilebeingmindful

of our environmental impact.»

SOPHEA CHEAR

SOPHEA CHEAR

urism

SOPHEACHEAR
MANAGING

DIRECTOROFSUN

&MOONGROUP

Today Fitness.

www.sunandmoonhotelgroup.com

Stay. Inspired
5-Star luxury SUN & MOON, Riverside Hotel

4-Star luxury SUN & MOON, Urban Hotel

SUN&MOONRiverside Hotel Lobby.



An Advertising Supplement to the LOS ANGELES TIMES S SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024 S7

SPECIAL REPORT
CAMBODIA 7Special Report CONTENTPRODUCEDBY

ONEWORLDMEDIA
ADVERTISING
SUPPLEMENT

AngkorWat’sDrawAngkorWatcontributes

15% of Cambodia’s tourism revenue,

attractingmillionsofglobalvisitorsannually.

«We invite you to visit Cambodia

to experience the authenticity

of our beautiful people and

ourmillennia-old culture,

while exploring our untouched

rainforests, pristine beaches,

and, last but not least, savoring

our distinct and delectable

culinary dishes.»

ITH VICHIT

A
s Cambodia pivots to estab-
lishitselfasapremiertourism
destination, the Cambodia
Tourism Board, an institu-
tional platform launched

by the Ministry of Tourism, is leading the
charge. This public-private partnership—unprece-
dented in Cambodian tourism—brings private sector
voices directly into planning, fostering what CEO Ith
Vichitdescribesasabottom-upapproach. “Theprivate
sector knows best what is working, what is not work-
ing, andwhat ismissing,” he explains.

At its core, the government’s role is to create a
conducive environment for businesses, paving the
way for more international premium tourism and
allowing private ventures the community to thrive.
“As the private sector grows and the community
prospers, the governmentwill also reap thebeneits,”
adds Vichit. The ultimate goal: to elevate Cambodia
from a hidden gem to a thriving yet sustainable tour-
ism hubwith a diverse array of attractions that focus
on Culture, Adventure and Nature (CAN).

Moving Beyond Angkor Wat
AngkorWat’s international reputation has irm-

ly placed Cambodia on the global tourism map.
However, as Vichit explains, “Ancient monuments
account for only a small percentage of tourism glob-
ally,” emphasizing that Cambodia has much more
to offer. Today, leisure, adventure, wellness, and
business tourism account for most of the market.

Cambodia’s tourism strategy centres on promot-
ing a broader range of attractions, including pristine
beaches, wellness retreats, ecotourism, untouched
rainforest, and cultural experiences. “What we are
missing,” Vichit says, “is the approach to position
Cambodia as a diversiied tourism destination.”

Expanding the 4 A’s
For Cambodia to reach its tourism potential,

enhancing the essential “4 A’s of tourism”—Ac-
cessibility, Amenities, Accommodations, and At-
tractions—has become a top priority. In many
of Cambodia’s most promising locations, two or
even three of these essential components are un-
derdeveloped, an area the government intends
to address over the coming months.

By strengthening these fundamentals, Cambo-
dia aims to improve its tourism appeal beyond An-
gkor Wat and Siem Reap. The government’s vision
also includes partnerships, such as with Singapore
to increase cruise ship trafic, and initiatives such
as Two Kingdoms One Destination with Thailand.

Hidden Natural Treasures
Beyond the ancient temples, Cambodia

boasts a trove of natural wonders and less-
er-known locations primed to captivate adven-
turous travelers. In the country’s northeastern
and southwestern regions lies a unique Amazo-
nian-like ecosystem, replete with wildlife, en-
dangered species, and untouched landscapes.

In addition, the northern central region is home
to the elusive pink dolphin, and visitors to the
southern coast near Kampot and Koh Kong can en-
counter saltwater pink dolphins as well as the rare
dugong, adding to the country’s biodiversity appeal.

Authentic Experiences
To create a more rounded experience for inter-

national visitors, Cambodia is expanding its tour-
ism offerings into food, shopping, and wellness.

Cambodian cuisine is another well-kept
secret. Chef Nak, one of the most recognized
Cambodian chefs, perfectly links the uniqueness
of Cambodian dishes with the country’s natu-
ral splendour: “Cambodian cuisine is a vibrant
tapestry, woven from the natural bounty of our
land—its ields, mountains, lakes, and rivers.
Each dish brings a delicate balance of sweet,
salty, sour, umami, and a hint of bitterness, with
lemongrass paste as a beloved, unifying lavor.”

For Chef Nak, discovering Cambodian cuisine
also means immersing oneself in its historical
past and culture. “Our food relects a legacy of

resilience and creativity; we make the most of
what we have, adapting inluences into some-
thing uniquely Cambodian. Sharing food is part
of our culture, connecting us to each other and
our heritage, while welcoming others to share in
the lavors of our journey,” Chef Nak emphasizes.

Cambodia’s Kampot pepper, a world-famous
spice used by Michelin-star chefs, and local durian
plantations provide unique culinary experiences.
Vichit envisions tours where visitors can explore
these plantations, tasting durian at its source—a
treat that appeals particularly to Asian tourists.

In a bid to further differentiate Cambodia as a
destination, the TourismBoard is also pushing for the
country to become a known hub for music such as
jazz. “While Cambodia may not have the infrastruc-
ture for large-scale pop events, jazz could attract a
niche but dedicated audience”, Vichit explains.

An Invitation to Discover Cambodia
Cambodia’s magic goes beyond its beautiful

scenery and magniicent historical monuments.
“The most authentic experience in Cambodia is
the Cambodians themselves. We are genuine,
very hospitable, and embrace all cultures, eth-
nicities, and religions,” Vichit emphasizes.

Now is the time for travellers and investors
alike to explore the country and be part of its
tourism journey. “We invite you to visit Cambo-
dia to experience the authenticity of our beautiful
people and our millennia-old culture, while ex-
ploring our untouched rainforests, pristine beach-
es, and, last but not least, savoring our distinct
and delectable culinary dishes,” Vichit states.

With untouched beaches, rare wildlife, a rich cu-
linary heritage, and genuine local hospitality, Cambo-
dia is ready to redeine its tourism landscape. “Cam-
bodia is a hidden natural gem that can captivate
your heart and soul forever,” Vichit concludes.

BeyondAngkorWat:
Cambodia’s Next BigMove
inGlobal Tourism

TourismRecoveryCambodia’s international

flightcapacity reached80%ofpre-pandemic

levelsby2023,boostingarrivals.

VisitorNumbersCambodiawelcomed

2.2million international tourists in2023,

aiming for5millionby2025.Tourism

With untapped natural wonders, cultural experiences, and new flight connections on the horizon,
Cambodia TourismBoard is positioning the country as a diverse destination ready towelcome theworld.

Adventure into Cambodia’s CardamomMountains, a lush, untouchedwilderness teeming
with wildlife, waterfalls, and ancient rainforests. Perfect for eco-tourism and trekking,
it’s a haven for nature lovers and explorers.

Escape to Koh Rong, Cambodia’s island
paradise with pristine beaches, crystal-
clear waters, and lush jungles.

Discover PhnomPenh, Cambodia’s vibrant capital where rich historymeetsmodern energy. Explore royal palaces, bustlingmarkets, and
riverside views for an unforgettable cultural adventure in the heart of Southeast Asia.

AngkorWat stands as themost expansive religious edifice globally, offering the ultimate
vantage point for witnessing the sunrise.

Explore Preah Vihear, home to Cambodia’s majestic mountaintop temple, a UNESCOWorld
Heritage site. Uncover ancient history, breathtaking views, and spiritual serenity at this
iconic cultural and architectural wonder.©Theblacktiger

Discover Siem Reap, the ‘province of a
thousand temples,’ where Angkor Wat, the
world’s largest religious monument, offers
a breathtaking sunrise view and a journey
through ancient Khmer history.

Experience Kampot, Cambodia’s charming
riverside town known for its scenic
mountains, historic architecture, and
famous pepper farms. Discover a blend
of tranquility, adventure, and authentic
culture in a stunning natural setting.

mean.essarayoss@ctb.gov.kh

(+855) 95 989 888

Elysee Building, 2nd Floor, Diamond Island,

Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

g y

uris

ITHVICHIT
CEOOF
CAMBODIA
TOURISM
BOARD

CHEFNAK
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A Leading Telecom Giant in Cambodia
Since its inception in 2009, Smart Axiata

has grown to become one of the most prominent
and inluential telecom providers and builders
of infrastructure in Cambodia. Starting with a
merger between Smart Mobile and Hello, it later
became part of the Axiata Group, a major Asian
telecommunications company. This strategic con-
solidation catapulted Smart Axiata into becoming
a dominant force in the Cambodian market. By
2023, the company reached an impressive mile-
stone of 8 million customers, marking its pres-
ence in all 25 provinces and covering 93% of the
population with 4G and 99% with 2G.

“Wehavemade tremendous progress by expand-
ing our infrastructure and ensuring that even remote
areas of Cambodia have access to reliable connectivi-
ty,” says Ziad Shatara, CEO of Smart Axiata.

It’s All About Innovation
Smart Axiata is well known for its infrastructure

investments and technological innovations. The com-
pany was the irst to launch 4G services in 2014 and
has continued to push boundaries by introducing rev-
olutionary services to the Cambodian market. A sig-
niicant moment in their history was partnering with
Apple as an oficial distributor, bringing cutting-edge
technology to Cambodia’s growing digitalmarket.

The company’s expansion is not just limited
to mobile networks. In recent years, Smart Axia-
ta has diversiied its services to include cyberse-
curity solutions. “We’ve built a robust infrastruc-
ture to safeguard our customers’ data, and now
we can offer this security as a service. It’s a big
step forward for us,” Shatara notes.

In 2023, the company saw remarkable inan-
cial growth, substantial customer growth, and
reached 84% in employee satisfaction, a success
by any record. “We’re not just growing in num-
bers, but we’re growing in the right way, with a
strong focus on employee satisfaction and cus-
tomer service,” Shatara explains.

A Prosperous Cambodia for Everyone
Smart Axiata’s role in the Cambodian econ-

omy is undeniable. The company contributes
1.4% as Gross Value Added of the country’s GDP,
highlighting its economic impact. But beyond this
contribution, the company is committed to being
an ethical player in the market. “We are almost
obsessed with compliance and meeting global
standards”, says Shatara. “Every year, we invest
in training our team members in areas like an-
ti-bribery and compliance.”

The company’s investment in Cambodia goes
beyond just telecommunications. Smart Axiata has
consistently worked towards advancing Cambodia’s
digital society, introducing initiatives such as Smart
for Business, a portfolio of telecom and ICT solu-
tionsmore accessible to SMEs andwith no large up-
front investments. It was Smart Axiata’s infrastruc-
ture and its excellent coverage and connectivity that
allowed for the introduction of QR code payments
in the country, a true inancial revolution.

“One of our proudest moments was enabling
digital payments on a reliable network. It revolution-
ized how Cambodians conduct transactions, allow-
ing everyone to participate in the digital economy,
which promotes inancial inclusion,” Shatara says.

Commitment to Sustainability
As part of its commitment to sustainabil-

ity, the company has set an ambitious target to
achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. This
goal is backed by partnerships with green energy
companies and a concerted effort to transition to-
ward electric vehicles for its leet.

As part of this admirable effort, the company has
made signiicant strides toward reducing its carbon
footprint. Over 1,500 of its sites are now equipped
with solar energy systems, and the company has ad-
opted eco-friendly practices across its operations.

“If you come to our ofices at lunchtime,
you’ll see lights and computers turned off, any-
thing not being used. We’re very mindful of en-
ergy consumption,” Shatara shares.

Cambodians of the Future
Smart Axiata’s commitment to the Cambodian

community is most visible through its education and
entrepreneurship initiatives. One of its lagship proj-
ects, the SmartStart Unipreneur Learning Platform
(ULP) involves working with Impact Hub Phnom
Penh, a social enterprise, with support from theMin-
istry of Education and the Ministry of Post and Tele-
communications to introduce entrepreneurship skills
into the university curriculum. This initiative is now
active in 16universities, and in2024, it is expected to
beneit around 2,500 students.

“Weare proud to support education inCambodia.
Teaching entrepreneurship skills at the university level
ensures that young Cambodians have the tools they
need to build a future for themselves,” says Shatara.

In addition to their participation in UNESCO edu-
cational initiatives such as the Basic Education Equiv-
alency Programme (BEEP), in collaboration with the
Ministries of Youth and Sport and of Labor and Vo-
cational Training, the company is deeply involved in
vocational training, targeting vulnerable populations
like school dropouts andprison inmates. Thegoal is to
provide them with the skills necessary to reintegrate
into society and indmeaningful employment.

“This project helps close the gap in literacy
and digital literacy. It’s not just an economic in-
vestment but a social one, as it promotes engage-
ment and security,” Shatara adds.

Betting on the Culture
Smart Axiata is also a irm believer in nur-

turing local entrepreneurship. Through its in-
vestment fund, the company has supported
Cambodian startups that create jobs and promote
innovation. A prime example is NHAM24, Cam-
bodia’s leading food delivery platform, which
Smart Axiata backed from its early days.

“Our fund is designed to encourage local en-
trepreneurs to bring their ideas to life. NHAM24
is a success story that proves that innovation can
thrive in Cambodia,” Shatara says.

Cultural investment is another area where
the company has left its mark. Through “Pleng”,
a music streaming platform, Smart Axiata has
given Cambodian artists a platform to showcase
their talent. The app allows local artists to mone-
tize their music, ensuring that Cambodian culture
continues to lourish in the digital age.

“We didn’t just want Cambodians listening to
international musicians. We wanted to promote
local talent and give them a chance to compete in
that stage,” Shatara explains.

The Future: AI, Cybersecurity, and
Technological Advancements

Looking ahead, Smart Axiata is exploring
the vast potential of artiicial intelligence (AI) in
the telecom sector. The company is investing in
AI-driven network solutions, self-healing systems,
and service bots to improve customer experience
and operational eficiency.

“AI presents us with a great opportunity for
growth. Each operator is now adapting AI in dif-
ferent ways, and we are excited about what the
future holds,” Shatara shared.

In today’s increasingly digital world, data secu-
rity has become the cornerstone of trust between
companies and their customers. Smart Axiata has
made signiicant investments in building a robust
security infrastructure that not only protects the
company’s internal data but also safeguards the
personal information of its millions of customers.

This commitment to security is central to the
company’s operations, ensuring that users feel
safe when using its services.

“We understand that in the age of data, cus-
tomers need to feel secure. Our investment in
cybersecurity is a pillar upon which the whole
company stands, ensuring that their data is never
mishandled, lost, or stolen,” Shatara emphasizes.

Looking to the future, Smart Axiata’s new
projects, including those involving artiicial in-
telligence, will continue to prioritize data protec-

tion. AI-driven solutions are being designed with
security in mind, guaranteeing that customers
can trust the company to keep their data safe.

“We are excited about the opportunities AI
brings, but we also know that data security is par-
amount. Every new development, especially in
AI, will focus on ensuring our customers’ safety,”
Shatara says.

With 15 years of experience in Cambodia,
Smart Axiata is well-positioned to continue lead-
ing the way in digital transformation, and its
journey from a mobile operator to a key player
in Cambodia’s digital transformation is a testa-
ment to its commitment to innovation, sustain-
ability, and community empowerment. Through
its investments in infrastructure, sustainability,
and community projects, the company is not
only shaping the future of telecommunications in
Cambodia but also playing a critical role in the
country’s social and economic development.

“Cambodia is a well-connected economy with
a business-friendly environment, and we see so
much potential here,” Shatara concludes with
a smile, “we want to be part of this country’s
growth story for a long time to come.”

ConnectingCambodia to
theFuture

Tech InfrastructureGrowthCambodia’s internet
penetration reached 81.2% in 2023, driving digital
transformation and e-commerce opportunities.

ICT InvestmentSurgeCambodia’s ICT sector
attracted $150million in foreign investment in
2022, boosting technological innovation.

Digital Economy Expansion The government
aims to increase Cambodia’s digital economy to
$5 billion by 2025, fostering innovation.ICT

Offering cutting-edge technology, reliable infrastructure, and transformative contributions
to the nation’s digital economy, Smart Axiata has been at the forefront of Cambodia’s
telecommunications and digital technology evolution.

Smart Axiata’s Sustainability Report 2023 launch.

Children in Cambodia receive digital literacy training from Smart employee volunteers. Children in Cambodia receive digital literacy training from Smart employee volunteers.

Smart for Business Launching event.Online Safety Forum event.

www.smart.com.kh

customercare@smart.com.kh

sustainability@smart.com.kh

(+855) 10 200 888

No.464AMonivongBlvd,SangkatTonleBassac,

KhanChamkarmorn,PhnomPenh,Cambodia.

ZIAD
SHATARA
CEOOFSMART
AXIATA
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Strong Growth Trajectory

Cambodia’s economy diversified,

with industry contributing 37.5% and

services 35.1% of GDP by 2023.

FDIMagnetCambodia allows 100%

foreignownership, attracting investors

tomanufacturing, agriculture, and

infrastructure development.

Tax IncentivesNew Investment

Law offers tax exemptions and

export waivers, reducing business

costs and encouraging expansion.
Investment

F
ounded in 2016, Urban Living
Solutionshasquickly established
itself as an example to follow in
Cambodia’s real estate sector by
prioritizing the creation of com-

munity-focused, high-quality housing. Under
the leadership of Leang Kean, the company is rede-
iningwhat itmeans to live in amodern Cambodian
city. “We don’t believe in façades,” says Kean. “We
believe in usable spaces that bring people together.”

ULS embarked on its journey with four major
projects in Phnom Penh, recognizing the rapid ur-
banization and the limited availability of modern
and affordable living and working spaces for Cam-
bodians. Urban Loft was the irst project in 2017
and was quickly followed by the ground-breaking
Urban Village Phase 1 in 2018, and Factory Phnom
Penh, a multi-use creative and workspace inside a
former, 4-hectare garment factory.

ULS’s commitment to affordable housing is perhaps
best exempliied by Bakong Village in Siem Reap. This
walkable community was designed for the Cambodian
middle-class (from hospitality managers to govern-
ment employees) and offers affordable prices without
compromising on quality. Designed by Swiss architect
Martin Aerne, the project features two- and three-story
buildings with centralized parking, encouraging res-
idents to walk, meet, and interact. “When people say
they don’t like to walk, it’s usually because they don’t
have spaces thatmakewalking enjoyable,” notes Kean.
“Bakong Village is our attempt to change that, offering
eficient, community-driven living for everyone.”

The next notable project in Siem Reap was Rose
Apple Square which opened last year. This sev-
en-loor condominium of 207 residential homes
also incorporates co-living and co-working spac-
es. “We think the sharing economy is eficient, so
we want to explore all forms of co-habiting,” says
Kean. The development also includes a restaurant,
a gym, a swimming pool, and even a small audito-
rium, all designed to foster a sense of community
among both short and long-term residents.

In line with their efforts to rethink urban space
with original solutions that foster a sense of commu-

nity, ULSwill bring Japan’s internationally renowned
bookstore, Tsutaya, to Cambodia next year as the
exclusive franchise holder in the country. Tsutaya
is known for creating some of the most beautifully
designed bookstores in the region, blending contem-
porary architecturewith a highly curated selection of
books, stationary and local articles that act as popu-
lar third spaces. Bookshops are a rarity in Cambodia
but are part of the company’s broader goal to create
intentional communities that encourage connec-
tions between people and spaces. “We are always
thinking about howwe can bring value to the peo-
ple living in our developments, and this bookshop
is a beautiful way to do so,” says Kean.

The bookshop will be one of the many fea-
tures of their ongoing project Odom, ULS’s
lagship mixed-use high-rise development on
Norodom Boulevard, in the heart of Phnom
Penh. Set to open in 2026, this ambitious proj-
ect consists of Tower, Living, and Square, spac-
es designed to meet the growing demand for
high-quality ofice spaces and housing that pro-
mote well-being. With 22 AI-powered eleva-
tors, cafes, and public spaces, moving through
the tower for meeting and for work is seamless.

Adjacent to the tower is Odom Living, fea-
turing 138 exclusive residences that offer stun-
ning views of the Mekong River and Phnom
Penh skyline.

Learn about Odom and other exciting
opportunities in Cambodia. Visit our website to
get a primer on what it’s like to live, invest, and
thrive in today’s Kingdom of Wonder.

Odom, Phnom Penhu

build youruild your
Heritageg

Legacy

live your

Community-Focused
Development

www.urbanlivingsolutions.com

KIMLEANG
KEAN

FOUNDER&

MANAGING

DIRECTOR

OFULS

Building
communities for
anewCambodia
With creative solutions and daring design aimed at truly
improving people’s lives, Urban Living Solutions in redefining
Cambodia’s housing landscape.

“This is why I always say to people interested
or curious about Cambodia: come and see it irst”,
concludes Kean with a smile, “and if you are inter-
ested in real estate, I will welcome you myself”.

Bakong Village – a car-free andwalkable community.

Climbing wall at Urban Loft.

Odom–settinganewstandardoflivinginPhnomPenh.

Tsutaya Bookstore, Takamatsu Orne.

RoseApple Square, SiemReap’s bestmixed-
use development.

Spanning 8,000 square meters of green
space, the development includes rooftop gar-
den, six Sky Villages, and a community square
that enhance the residents’ connection to na-
ture. “Green spaces are key because they min-
imize adverse effects on the environment and
the community,” notes Kean. Designed by Sin-
gapore’s award-winning Kite Studio Architec-
ture, Odom relects Khmer identity through
indigenous materials like bricks and bamboo,
offering a blend of modern smart design and
traditional culture.

The Odom development is designed as a ver-
tical village with shared and green spaces every
six loors, in which life, work, community, and
play are weaved together. “We took on the chal-
lenge of building a high rise while maintaining
human scale”, explains Kean, “and the result is
this one-of-a-kind development in Cambodia.”

Come Home to Cambodia
In a sector in which developers have scarce

access to bank loans, partnering with the right
foreign investors is crucial for securing the cre-
ation of future developments. Apart from bring-
ing capital, investors from countries with stricter
legislation for investment encourage greater ef-
iciency in Cambodia itself, fostering transparen-
cy and accountability. “We have much to gain
from foreign investors, and they have much to
gain from investing in Cambodia,” adds Kean.

A critical aspect of efforts to encourage new
investment to Cambodia centers on dispelling
common misconceptions among foreigners.
“Many people don’t even know where we are,”
Kean laments. “Those who have heard of Cam-
bodia often associate us solely with the Khmer
Rouge era or view us through the lens of exag-
gerated negative news online.”

To this purpose, ULS created the program
“Come Home to Cambodia,” aimed at encourag-
ing the Cambodian diaspora to return and invest
in the country’s future, setting the example for
international investors.
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Infrastructure Advancements

Cambodia invests $1.5 billion in
expressways and logistics hubs,
improvingconnectivityandtradeby2024.

Regional Integration As an RCEP
participant, Cambodia accesses
markets with a combined GDP of
$26.3 trillion.

ProjectedGrowthCambodia’s
agricultural exports forecast 10%
annual growth, driven bymango, rice,
and cashewproduction expansions.

Investment

Canadia Group: Building
Opportunities in Cambodia
Pung Kheav Se is one of Cambodia’s most dynamic entrepreneurs, having played a role in the country’s development across multiple
sectors, including banking, infrastructure, real estate, education, and healthcare.

P
ung Kheav Se is one of Cam-
bodia’s most dynamic en-
trepreneurs, having played
a role in the country’s de-
velopment across multiple

sectors, including banking, infrastruc-
ture, real estate, education, and health-
care. He once was a young entrepreneur in
the 1980s in Canada, where he was a refugee
from the Cambodian civil war. After launching
several successful businesses, he returned to his
homeland in the 1990s. Over three decades, he
has built or co-founded more than 100 business-
es, and invested over USD 15 billion, contrib-
uting to the growth of Cambodia’s private sec-
tor. Today, Canadia Group is one of Cambodia’s
largest conglomerates and one of the country’s
biggest employers, with a workforce of over
17,500 people.

Canadia Bank: Laying the Financial
Foundation

Pung Kheav Se’s irst business venture was
a inance startup that evolved into Canadia
Bank, now the largest locally-owned bank in
Cambodia. His strategic focus on serving niche
markets, including overseas Cambodians and
returnees from North America, Europe, and
Australia, allowed the bank to thrive during the
country’s post-war recovery and remain resilient
through two global inancial crises. Today, Ca-
nadia Bank ranks among the top three strongest
inancial institutions in Cambodia, with a partic-
ular emphasis on B2B by supporting SMEs and
corporate clients.

The bank was also one of the irst in Cambo-
dia to collaborate with global institutions, such as
Visa and the World Bank’s International Finance
Corporation (IFC), in developing services and
banking solutions tailored to the local market.

Real Estate Ventures: Shaping Cambo-
dia’s Urban Landscape

With Canadia Bank’s solid inancial founda-
tion, Pung Kheav Se was able to launch OCIC in
2000 as the non-inancial arm of Canadia Group.
Initially focusing on real estate and construction,
OCIC began by developing residential communi-
ties thatmatched Cambodian demand, eventually
launching the transformative Koh Pich project in
2006. Once a neglected area, Koh Pich has since
evolved into a 100-hectare central business dis-
trict (CBD) in Phnom Penh, and one of the city’s
greenest neighborhoods with a focus on modern
urban living. Building on this success, OCIC is
now developing Norea City, a 125-hectare project
that will connect Koh Pich to a broader commu-
nity in southern Phnom Penh.

A standout development on Koh Pich is the
award-winning Diamond Bay Garden, a 39-sto-
rey condominium offering breathtaking views
over the Mekong River. As OCIC’s 50th property,
this high-rise project underscores Phnom Penh’s
emerging city skyline as a growing urban capital
city, featuring modern, livable green spaces in
a prime and rapidly growing strategic location
like Koh Pich.

Continuously developing real estate assets
for a growing Cambodian market fuels Pung
Kheav Se’s entrepreneurial ventures. His ded-
ication to innovation and diversiication into
new investment avenues relects his core com-
mitment to Cambodia. The serial entrepreneur
remains as ambitious as ever, having structured
Canadia Group with dedicated divisions and
leaders to carry his vision forward.

Techo International Airport: Connect-
ing Cambodia to the World

One of OCIC’s most ambitious projects is
Phnom Penh’s Techo International Airport, with
the irst phase set for completion in 2025. Once
inished, this airport will rank as the 9th largest
in the world—a monumental achievement for
Cambodia. Designed by the renowned British
irm Foster + Partners, the airport involves col-
laboration with international management com-
panies including French multinational players
like Vinci, Lagardère Travel Retail, or Singapor-
ean irms Changi Airport International, and Sin-
gapore Airlines Engineering, ensuring it meets
world-class standards.

The new airport is expected to support Cam-
bodia’s tourism, trade, and logistics sectors,

enhancing the country’s connectivity to glob-
al markets. For Pung, the Techo International
Airport is not just an infrastructure project—it
embodies Cambodia’s ambition to expand its in-
luence in the global economy.

Infrastructure and Logistics: Enhanc-
ing Connectivity for Cambodians

While the new airport is a landmark exam-
ple of Pung Kheav Se’s commitment to support
Cambodia’s mobility and connectivity, it is not
his irst contribution to the nation’s infrastruc-
ture. Over the years, OCIC has played a part in
developing transport and logistics networks that
improve daily life for Cambodians, by building
16 bridges and lyovers. It began with a 75-me-
ter bridge in the early 2000s and has progressed
to the latest structures spanning over 450 me-
ters. These projects have signiicantly enhanced
connectivity between rural and urban areas,
improving access to education, and healthcare.

Mentoring the Next Generation
Despite his achievements, Pung Kheav Se

remains as hardworking as ever, with a focus
on empowering new generations. From estab-
lishing a bank with USD 8 billion in asset, to
building over 10,000 homes, thousand kilome-
ters of roads and bridges, to an international air-
port, the dynamic entrepreneur still coaches the
young leaders running the several divisions of
the group. Together, OCIC and Canadia cultivate
homegrown talents and foster a culture of inno-
vation, equipping the next generation of Cambo-
dian leaders to drive opportunities locally.

Among the young leaders within the group
is Thierry Tea, Vice President of OCIC and a
graduate of Harvard Business School, who is
driving transformation, green development, ur-
ban enhancement, and digitalization. “We fos-
ter innovation through partnerships that align
with our vision for sustainability. Our teams are
growing and elevating to the standards brought
by the collaborations with international irms,
allowing Canadia Group to contribute meaning-
fully to Cambodia’s development and support to
the country’s economic landscape.”

Developing Innovation, Education,
and Healthcare

As part of this vision, Connexion Hub in the
Koh Pich district is rapidly becoming the lead-
ing tech center by the Mekong River, offering
collaborative spaces for local entrepreneurs and
hosting tenants such as a coding academy with

programs from Silicon Valley. The innovation
hub includes tech startups, robotics schools,
incubators, accounting irms, and law practic-
es supporting this emerging business center. By
organizing events like Google Cloud’s AI work-
shops, Connexion bridges Cambodian talent
with global expertise, linking the country’s tech
talents to Southeast Asia’s network.

This commitment extends to education and
healthcare, leading to the establishment of the
Canadian International School of Phnom Penh,
and of CamTech University, which focuses on
ields such as data science, AI, and cybersecurity
to prepare students for global opportunities. In
healthcare, OCIC has established Intercare Hos-
pital, a general hospital with a special focus on
pediatric and maternal health. Together, these
initiatives embody Pung’s vision of a skilled and
empowered Cambodian workforce as the coun-
try deepens its regional integration.

A Vision for Cambodia’s Future
Pung Kheav Se’s entrepreneurial journey

is marked by resilience, vision, and adaptabil-
ity. Spanning banking, real estate, education,
healthcare, agriculture, retail, and technology,
his contributions are providing Cambodians with
key services. Today, Canadia Group continues to
grow, led by a dynamic mix of young leaders,
including second- and third-generation overseas
Cambodian returnees, locally cultivated talents,
and over 250 experienced expatriates from coun-
tries such as Canada, the US, France, Australia,
Malaysia, Korea, Singapore, and Germany.

He continues to invest in enhancing connec-
tivity and creating a well-structured environment
for the next generation. His vision remains cen-
tered on fostering innovation, supporting sustain-
able growth, and further integrating Cambodia
into the global economy.

THIERRY
TEA VICE
PRESIDENT

OF OCIC

PUNG
KHEAVSE

FOUNDERAND

CHAIRMAN

OFCANADIA

GROUP

Techo International Airport.

Diamond Bay Garden. Norea-Koh Pich Bridge.
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ExpandingOfferingsWellness,adventure,

andculturaltourismdominate,nowaccounting

forover70%ofglobal travelmarkets.

HospitalityGrowthLuxuryhotels inPhnom

Penhachieved40%occupancy in2023,with

strongdemandfrominternationalmarkets.

Strategic Partnerships Cambodia

collaborateswithSingaporetoincreasecruise

shiparrivalsalongitscoastalregionsby2025.Tourism

R
osewood Phnom Penh, a sym-
bol of luxury and cultural so-
phistication, rises high above
the Cambodian capital, occu-
pying the top 14 loors of the

Vattanac Capital Tower. This ultra-luxury hotel,
situated in thecity’sirst true skyscraper, soars188me-
ters into the sky, offering guests unparalleled views of
PhnomPenh and themajesticMekong River.

Since opening its doors in 2018, Rosewood Phnom
Penhhasquicklybecomeapremierdestination fordiscern-
ing travelers. The hotel embodies the Rosewood brand’sA
Sense of Place philosophy, seamlessly blending modernity
withtradition.“Ourvisionwastocreateaspacethathonors
andpresentsCambodianculture inacontemporary, subtle,
andtastefulmanner,butalsopresentsthefuturepossibilities
of Cambodia” says Daniel Simon, Managing Director of
RosewoodPhnomPenh. “Wedesigned thehotel as ahigh-
end curated mansion, where every detail reflects the rich
heritageandvibrantfutureofCambodia.”

Rosewood Phnom Penh’s 175 elegantly appoint-
ed rooms and suites offer guests a sanctuary of com-
fort and style. The sky lobby, with its living room-style
ambiance, sets the tone for the hotel’s unique blend of
luxury and warmth. Dining is a highlight, with venues
like Sora, a sky bar perched on a dramatic cantilevered
terrace, offering not only exquisite cuisine but also
breathtaking city views. “Our restaurants are some of
the best in the city,makingus the centre of cultural and
social life”, explains Simon. “Yet we strive to welcome
andpleaseeveryone,andsoyouare likely toindpower
lunches and family gatherings at any one time”.

The hotel’s spa, Sense, A Rosewood Spa, provides
a perfect retreat with seven treatment rooms.
The adjoining Pedi:Mani:Cure Studio by Bas-
tien Gonzalez offers premium nail care, while a
22-meter indoor lap pool invites guests to relax.
Additional amenities include a 24-hour itness
center and personalized services such as butler
service in suites. “Our goal is to offer innovative,

personalized services that exceed our guests’ ex-
pectations,” notes Simon. “From complimentary
remork (tuktuk) rides through the city to 24-hour
in-room dining, every detail is designed to make
our guests feel at home while enjoying the high-
est international standards.”

The Rosewood is committed to social responsi-
bility through its Rosewood Impacts initiative. The
hotel strives to inspire and enrich the lives of those
within its ecosystem, embracing a sustainability
approach that places circular hospitality at its core.

“Rosewood Empowers is about creating equal op-
portunities and investing in our associates’ growth
and well-being,” explains Simon. “Meanwhile,
Rosewood Sustains relects our commitment to pro-
tecting the environment for future generations, en-
suring our impact is both meaningful and lasting.”

One of the hotel’s standout initiatives is the
Luxury Tour of Cambodia, a partnership of hotels
that offers visitors a comprehensive exploration of
Cambodia’s diverse landscapes. “The Luxury Tour
of Cambodiais a successful program we run in part-
nership with Shinta Mani Resorts and Six Senses,”
Simon shares. “Visitors stay in our hotels and theirs
to experience different parts of the country—the cit-
ies, the beaches, the jungles—and it’s working mar-
vellously.” This program has provided guests with a
unique opportunity to discover the hidden gems of
Cambodia often overlooked by traditional tourism.

Indeed, visitors to Cambodia still pale in com-
parison to those of its more famous neighbors like
Thailand, and theCambodian tourism sector faces the

www.rosewoodhotels.com/phnompenh
Rosewood Phnom Penh, Vattanac Capital Tower, 66 Monivong Boulevard, 120211, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Rosewood PhnomPenh Sora Skybar. Manor Suite Bedroom.

Sky Lobby.

DANIEL
SIMON

MANAGING

DIRECTOROF

ROSEWOOD

PHNOMPENH

A Luxury Gateway to
Cambodia’s Hidden Gems
Offering breathtaking views, spotless service, and deep cultural connections, this hotel is not just a
destination but a gateway to the wonders of Cambodia.

urgent challenge of promoting the country as aworld-
class touristic destination. “Cambodia has ininite po-
tential, but we need to secure it by developing the in-
dustry creatively and making it a global trend among
world travelers”, says Simon. With the government’s
recent investments in infrastructure, including the
new international airport, new motorways, and rail
connectivity betweenmajor cities, the sector is already
rebounding from the hit of the pandemic, with lights
operating at 80% capacity and luxury hotels at almost
40%, yet much remains to improve. “Cambodians
are among the most hospitable people in the world,
always ready to extend a helping hand, always happy
to welcome visitors to their beautiful country”, Simon
concludes, “and so we must grow our infrastructure
and service so that everyone can experience the real
Cambodia, in all its fantastic splendour.”

«Cambodians are among the

most hospitable people in the

world, always ready to extend

a helping hand, always happy

towelcome visitors to their

beautiful country.»

DANIEL SIMON
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Luxury Hospitality Rosewood

Phnom Penh offers 175 rooms, a sky

bar, and spa facilities, redefining

Cambodian luxury.

Cambodia Tour Program Partnerships

allow visitors to explore Cambodia’s cities,

jungles, and beaches through curated

multi-destination stays.

Open for Business Cambodia’s

Tourism Board invites investment

to unlock untapped potential in

underdeveloped destinations.
Tourism

Standing Tall
Named after a Cambodian island, Poulo Wai

Hotel & Apartment opened its doors in 2020, a
challenging year for the global tourism industry.
Yet the hotel managed to overcome the uncer-
tainties of the time with the unwavering support
of its local ownership, and today, it operates
with 196 rooms, including serviced apartments,
and employs a staff of nearly 100. “Our own-
er showed great dedication to the staff, keep-
ing us on partial pay even during the worst of
the pandemic, and so we were ready once we
reopened,” says Ms. Vannda Bouth, Director of
Sales and Marketing.

Steady Recovery
Poulo Wai Hotel & Apartment’s performance

has been steadily improving with occupancy
rates in 2024 35% higher than in 2023. Compe-
tition on room rates is high, especially for group
bookings, making adaptability key to remaining
competitive. “Tourism alone cannot sustain op-
erations, but our conference rooms and repeat
business from NGOs and the private sector have
greatly supported us,” Bouth adds.

A Diverse Guest Mix
Poulo Wai Hotel & Apartment’s guest de-

mographic primarily comprises tourists from
Europe, with Germans, French, and Australian
visitors making up the largest share, followed by
visitors from the United States, the UK and Japan.
This robust international appeal distinguishes the
hotel from others in the region, which often rely
on Asian or local markets. The high season, from
October to March, sees peak occupancy, while the
“green season” (April to September) is popular
with regional tourists from Singapore, Malay-
sia, and Vietnam. “Each season brings different
guests; we have student groups from Asia during
the green season and European tourists in the
high season,” Bouth explains.

Embracing Sustainability
With an eye on sustainability, the hotel is grad-

ually implementing initiatives aimed at reducing
single-use plastics, saving water, and improving
overall environmental impact. These sustainability
goals are also a response to feedback from guests
who increasingly prioritize eco-friendly accommo-
dations. “Sustainability is becoming more import-
ant, and our European clients especially appreciate
these efforts,” Bouth says.

One-Bedroom Executive. Landmark Roomwith Balcony.

Private Event at Sky Bar.

PouloWai Hotel Exterior.

An Invitation to Invest in Cambodia
With Cambodia’s tourism sector on the

upswing and the government’s commitment
to improving infrastructure and promoting
the country abroad, Poulo Wai Hotel & Apart-
ment sees itself as part of Cambodia’s broad-
er potential. “Cambodia offers incredible
opportunities for those looking to invest in
an emerging market,” Bouth concludes. “We
need more venues that meet international
standards to accommodate the growing de-
mand, especially in Siem Reap. With the right
investment, Cambodia’s hospitality sector is
poised for substantial growth.”

«Weneedmore venues that

meet international standards

to accommodate the growing

demand, especially in Siem

Reap.With the right investment,

Cambodia’s hospitality sector is

poised for substantial growth.»

BOUTH VANNDA

BOUTH
VANNDA

DIRECTOROF
SALESAND
MARKETING

Setting New Standards in
Cambodian Hospitality
With a strategic focus on international guests, sustainable practices, and a commitment to cultural integrity, Poulo Wai Hotel &
Apartment is steadily establishing itself as a competitive choice in Cambodia’s growing hospitality sector.

Challenges in Cambodian Tourism
While Cambodia boasts abundant cultural and

historical appeal, attracting international tourists
remains a challenge. Cambodia’s newly established
tourism board is working to address safety percep-
tions and the need for more comprehensive inter-
national marketing. Poulo Wai Hotel & Apartment
is also increasing its efforts to boost tourism. The
hotel supports these initiatives, understanding that
both private and public sectors must collaborate to
elevate Cambodia’s image globally. “We’re optimis-
tic about the new tourism board and government
initiatives; it’s a shared responsibility to promote
Cambodia internationally,” Bouth emphasizes.

Poulo Wai Hotel & Apartment has ambitious
goals for the coming year, including enhancing its
social media presence, strengthening customer ser-
vice, and increasing its appeal to repeat clients. Ad-
ditionally, plans are in place to continue strength-
ening partnerships with tour operators, NGOs,
and other private sector entities, while expand-
ing outreach to tourism boards and government
agencies for further support. “We aim to adapt
and improve in ways that resonate with our mar-
ket; customer satisfaction and sustainable prac-
tices are at the core of our future,” Bouth states.

White Lounge Restaurant - Skybar.

www.poulowaihotel.com

E:enquiry@poulowaihotel.com

T: (+855)23211666

#71-73,Street174,SangkatPhsarThmey3,KhanDaunPenh,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
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TourismWorkforce A training initiative

aims to equip 1.5 million Cambodians with

hospitality and tourism skills by 2030.

Pristine Beaches Cambodia’s southern

coast, including Koh Rong, offers unspoiled

beaches, boosting ecotourism potential.

CulturalHeritageOver4,000temples

dotCambodia, complementingAngkor

Watascultural tourismdestinations.Tourism

AjourneyofRestoration
andLuxuryinCambodia
Behind the pristine beaches, crystal-clear waters, and world-class villas of Song Saa Private Island,
lies an inspiring story of environmental rehabilitation and sustainable development, a testament to
the transformative power of community, nature, and vision.

A Vision Born from Ruins
When Melita Koulmandas moved to Cambo-

dia in 2004, she planned to stay for just one year.
However, a chance encounter with two islands off
the country’s coast changed her life and the fate
of the islands forever. In 2006, she acquired the
islands—Koh Ouen and Koh Bong, known as the
“Sweetheart Islands”—from a local isherman. At
the time, the islands were covered in rubble, with
the surrounding waters ravaged by dynamite
ishing. The marine ecosystem was nearly oblit-
erated, and the local community was struggling
with no access to proper education or healthcare.

“The islands were devastated. The marine
life was gone, the beaches were eroded, and the
community was barely getting by. But I could see
the potential. If we could restore the islands, we
could bring life back—not just for nature but for
the people too,” Koulmandas recalls.

Healing Nature and People
From the start, the project wasn’t just about

building a luxury resort. It was about restoring
the islands’ natural beauty and creating oppor-
tunities for the local community. Koulmandas
began working with local families, employing
women to help clean up the islands while the
men continued ishing. As the cleanup pro-
gressed, she learned more about the local his-
tory and the destructive effects of dynamite
ishing. Together with the community chiefs, she
established Cambodia’s irst protected marine
reserve, designating no-ishing zones to allow
marine life to regenerate.

“Seeing the ish return, the beaches recover,
and the community come together was incredibly
rewarding. A year and a half later, we had bar-
racudas swimming around the islands, and the
sand was coming back to the beaches. It showed
me that if we remove the barriers for growth, na-
ture does the rest,” says Koulmandas.

A Sustainable Sanctuary
After hard work and lobbying, Koulmandas

and her partners secured a 99-year lease on the
islands. She knew the development had to be
in harmony with the environment. Low-impact
construction was key, as was a commitment to
sustainability. The resort was designed with a
focus on blending seamlessly with the natural

surroundings, keeping the footprint light and
environmentally conscious.

“I was always told during the design and con-
struction that what I wanted couldn’t be done in
Cambodia. But I knew we could create something
world-class that respected the land and the people.
And I was right. Today, Song Saa stands as a model
of sustainable luxury,” Koulmandas says proudly.

In2011,SongSaaPrivate Islandoficiallyopened,
offering guests 24 stand-alone villas, each designed to
immerse you in the island’s natural beauty. With 160
staffmembers—all fromnearby villages—the resort is
a place of tranquility and renewal. Guests enjoy ex-
pansive views, private pools, a world-class spa, and
a preserved coral reef. “Song Saa offers more than
just luxury. It’s a place where people can reconnect
with nature and themselves,” Koulmandas says.

Giving Back to the Community
Beyond the resort, Koulmandas’ commitment

to the community continues through the Song
Saa Foundation. Independent of the resort, the
foundation focuses on marine conservation, ed-
ucation, and healthcare for the local population.
From protecting marine life to providing school-
ing and health services, the foundation has had a
lasting impact on the surrounding area.

“The foundation has always been about more
than just the islands. We want to uplift the entire
region because all parts are connected. What we
do on land affects the sea, and what happens in
the sea affects the communities. It’s all part of a
larger ecosystem,” Koulmandas explains.

New Projects on the Horizon
Koulmandas’ work is far from over. In addition

to managing Song Saa, she is now expanding her
vision to new projects across Cambodia. By the
end of this year, the resort will launch a well-being
sanctuary that integrates the spiritual and physical
healing traditions of Cambodia’s Buddhist culture.
The sanctuary will offer wellness retreats and pro-
grams that feed both the body and soul.

“We’ve always been spiritual, but this new project
takes it a step further. We’re creating healing spaces
that draw on the local culture and provide incredible
well-being journeys for our guests,” says Koulmandas.

Looking further ahead, Koulmandas is work-
ing on a new project in northern Cambodia. She
has acquired 200 hectares of deforested land
and for the past two and a half years has been
working on its restoration and regeneration us-
ing native tree seeds and local expertise, taking
everything she has learned from Song Saa and
applying it to this new project. Already seeing
tremendous results, she is adamant that Cambo-
dia’s potential is limitless, and investing here will
not only bring returns, but the joy of being part
of something beautiful. “Do your research, ind
partners you trust”, she concludes with a smile,
“but more importantly come to Cambodia, and
see for yourself what is happening here.”

Aerial Koh Bong.

The Song Saa Reserve. The Royal Villa, two bedroom.

Song Saa Private Island.TheSongSaa, overwater bar, floatingdaybeds.

MELITA
KOULMANDAS
FOUNDER&CEO

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT PHNOM PENH
No. 115 Street 214 At Corner Street 63, 12200

T: +855 23 238 888
E: enquiries.cypnh@courtyard.com

W: courtyardphnompenh.com
marriott.com

DISCOVER THE HEARTBEAT OF PHNOM PENH
Courtyard by Marriott Phnom Penh offers a convenient and
comfortable stay in the city center, perfect for travelers
seeking a hassle-free experience. Guests can enjoy access
to an executive lounge and direct proximity to popular
tourist spots, making it a haven for visitors. The hotel is
known for its outstanding service, well-equipped rooms,
and commitment to fulfilling guest requirements,
ensuring a smooth and enjoyable stay for all visitors.

VIBRANT CITY LIFE
MEETS UNPARALLELED
COMFORT AND STYLE

Cambodia’sVoice
to theWorld
Khmer Times, Cambodia’s leading English-language newspaper,
continues to make its mark with a global readership and
ambitious plans for growth in both print and digital media.

F
ounded in 2014 by Mohan
Bandam, Khmer Times has
quickly grown into one of
Cambodia’s most influential

English-language newspapers. Initial-
ly launched as an online edition in Febru-
ary 2014, it expanded into print just three
months later. “We started a newspaper for
one main reason, because of land disputes
in Cambodia,” says Bandam, explaining the
paper’s mission to provide clear, factual re-
porting on local issues.

Despite a challenging media landscape,
Khmer Times has made an impressive foot-
print. With a Monday-to-Friday print run of
10,000 copies, rising to 12,000 on Fridays,
the newspaper maintains a strong presence
in print despite global trends favoring dig-
ital media. “In Cambodia, print is here to
stay, at least for now. That’s what the read-
ers prefer,” says Bandam. With a Facebook
reach of over a million and monthly page
views fluctuating between four and five mil-
lion, the paper is establishing a strong glob-
al influence among Cambodians and others
interested in the country.

Khmer Times has proven its dedica-
tion to public service, especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic. It was the only media
outlet in Cambodia to produce comprehen-
sive maps detailing the country’s pandemic
zones. “We did this as a public service,” Ban-
dam notes, “because we felt people needed
to know in detail what was going on, they
deserved to know”.

www.khmertimeskh.com
(+855) 23 88 15 91

VISIT US

No. 1381,National

RoadNo. 2, Phum

TuolRoka, Sangkat

ChakAngreKrom,

KhanMeanchey,

PhnomPenh 120602

Looking ahead, the newspaper plans to re-
launch shelved projects, including Capital Cam-
bodia, a high-quality business paper, and expand
its Mandarin edition. “Our main challenge is hu-
man resources,” Bandam shares, underscoring
the need for skilled professionals in the post-
COVID era. It also aims to explore partnerships
with telecommunications companies to intro-
duce audio news.

Encouraging investors to look toward Cam-
bodia, Bandam is adamant about the country’s
potential for growth. “Cambodia has a young,
literate population with purchasing power,” he
concludes, “and it’s time for some of the big
players to get involved.”

«Cambodia has a

young, literate

populationwith

purchasing power,

he concludes, and

it’s time for someof

thebigplayers to

get involved.»

khmertimes

khmertimesbreakingnews

MOHANBANDAM PUBLISHER | GROUPMANAGING
EDITOR OF KHMER TIMESMOHANBANDAM
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PTTOR’s SecondHome:
FuellingCambodia’s
Growthand Innovation

As Cambodia becomes a key player in PTTOR’s regional strategy,
the oil giant continues to expand its footprint, blending energy,
retail, and community engagement

0
ver the past two decades,
Cambodia has become a
vital part of the regional
operations for PTT Oil &
Retail Business Public Com-

pany Limited (PTTOR), the Thai oil giant
with a strong presence across Southeast
Asia. Since establishing its Cambodian branch
in 2000, PTTOR has diversiied from oil distri-
bution into a broad range of non-oil activities,
making a signiicant impact on the country’s
economy and community.

“We think of Cambodia as our second home
because it has shown tremendous growth over
the past years, has great potential, and enjoys
a perfect location, allowing us to bring in petro-
leum from Thailand in one and a half days,” says
Managing Director Nuttapong Kaewtrakulpong.

PTT (Cambodia) Limited. (PTTCL) has
steadily gained market share since 2005. Its core
operations include petroleum import, storage, and
distribution, alongside a focus on EV and Solar
technology, yet 17% of its activities belong to non-
oil products and services. A staggering nearly 250
Café Amazon branches, and innovative services
like EV tuk-tuks Battery Swapping. And also hav-
ing successfully ventured into the C-Store retail
sector with 7-Eleven shop branches with CPALL.

Indeed, PTT Service Stations in Cambodia
offer more than just fuel. They are designed to
provide a comprehensive one-stop-service ex-
perience, catering to diverse travellers and mo-
torists’ needs. “Our stations follow international
safety standards in service station design and
adopt the same unique Thai image that PTTCL
has always been associated with,” noted Nut-
tapong, referring to the Best Fuel Station Ser-
vice Provider from International Finance Award
2023 received by the company last year for its
excellence in service and design.

With a view to expanding from its base in
Cambodia, PTTCL plans to put more investment
in the infrastructure mainly in the Petroleum Ma-
rine Terminal, New Business Infrastructure, New
Ofice Building, PTT Service Station, Café Am-
azon, C-Store, and other Non-Oil businesses to
meet Cambodia’s growing demand, solidifying
PTTCL’s commitment to supporting Cambodia’s
infrastructure and economic growth. “We remain
committed to building a sustainable future for
all,” concludes Nuttapong, “and to helping the
community grow so we may all grow together.”

«We remain committed to

building a sustainable future

for all, and to helping the

community grow sowemay all

grow together.»

NUTTAPONGKAEWTRAKULPONG.

ent.

NUTTAPONG
KAEWTRAKULPONG
MANAGING

DIRECTOROFPTTCL

Export Growth Cambodia’s rice exports

reached 637,000 tons in 2023, targeting

onemillion tons by 2025.

Strategic Trade Partner As an ASEANmember,

Cambodia enjoys preferential trade agreements

withmarkets exceeding 2.3 billion people.International Trade

Cambodia’sAgricultural Promise:
Quality, Innovation, andGrowth

Cambodia’sWorkforce:TheEngine
Driving Southeast Asia’s Growth

C
ambodia’s agricultural sec-
tor is emerging as a dynamic
force in Southeast Asia, driv-
en by a commitment to qual-

ity, innovation, and sustainable prac-
tices. Under the leadership of Minister Dith

W
ith over 60% of its pop-
ulation under the age
of 30, Cambodia boasts
one of the youngest

and most dynamic workforces in
Southeast Asia. This demographic advan-
tage, combined with the government’s for-
ward-thinking policies, positions the King-
dom as a rising star for industries seeking

Tina, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries is advancing partnerships and
implementing modernization efforts that
strengthen Cambodia’s position in global
markets, particularly in rice production.

Beyond rice, Cambodia’s agricultural ex-
ports are expanding rapidly, with products
like mangoes, cashews, and spices making
headway in international markets. Support-
ed by government incentives, infrastructure
improvements, and a growing emphasis on
sustainable practices, Cambodia’s agricul-
ture sector offers a promising landscape for
investors looking to tap into diverse, high-
growth markets across the globe.

growth and innovation. From garment man-
ufacturing to emerging sectors like automo-
tive and electronics, Cambodia is transform-
ing its workforce into a globally competitive
asset through robust training programs and
international collaboration.

Under the leadership of H.E. Heng Sour,
Minister of Labor and Vocational Train-
ing, Cambodia is equipping its labor force

DITHTINA
MINISTEROF

AGRICULTURE

HENGSOUR
MINISTEROF

LABORAND

VOCATIONAL

TRAINING

Prasat Preah Khan, Krong SiemReap,
Cambodia. Photo bySimoneDinoia | unsplash.Riceproduction.Photoby EduardoPrim |unsplash.

to meet the challenges of a modern econ-
omy. Efforts to reskill 1.5 million workers,
enhance social protections, and ensure fair
labor practices are creating an environment
where businesses can thrive. With its stra-
tegic location, digital advancements, and
skilled workforce, Cambodia is not just a
place to invest—it’s a gateway to success in
the ASEAN region.

AngkorWat, Krong SiemReap, Cambodia. Rosewood,PhnomPenh,Cambodia. AngkorWat, Krong SiemReap, Cambodia. PhnomPenh, Cambodia.
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Cambodia’sFinest:Entrepreneurship
at the Service of aCommunity
With a vision of showcasing the best of Cambodian agriculture, Awesomepick is taking top-quality local produce to the international
health food market. Under the leadership of Akiva Lavoncio, this brand is not just about food—it’s about making a meaningful impact.

A
fter six years in the United
States and a strong back-
ground inmarketing, Lavoncio
returned to Asia, searching for
somethingmore fulilling than

managing spreadsheets. That search led him to
Cambodia, where he saw an opportunity to use his
business expertise to uplift local growers and bring their
products to theworld stage. “I foundadeeply kind com-
munity inCambodia,oftenofpeoplewhodidn’thavethe
resourcestodigthemselvesoutofadifficultsituation,but
who deserved so much more,” Lavoncio relects. This
realization became the foundation of premium food
brand Awesomepick, solely dedicated to showcasing
Cambodia’s healthiest andinest agricultural products.

Launched in January this year, Awesomepick has
already begun winning people over with its simple yet
profound mission: to offer the purest food products,
promoting thephilosophy thatwearewhatweeat, and
that preventive care begins with what you give your
body as nourishment. The product line so far includes
cashews, one of Cambodia’s most renowned exports,
and turmeric powder, with plans to soon addmoringa,
black ginger, ingerroot, and wild forest honey. Lavon-
cio’s meticulous attention to detail is evident in every
aspect of the brand. By altering traditionalmanufactur-
ing processes and setting his own rigorous quality stan-
dards, Awesomepick ensures its products are delivered
in their purest possible form. “I am super picky; it’s my
personality,” Lavoncio admits, “butwhenpeople try the
cashews, they can’t believea cashewcan taste like this.”

In fact, the process throughwhich the cashews are
picked -what makes them awesome- has been com-
pared to diamond grading, where not only size, but
color, clarity, and lack of blemishes are considered to
separate thosecashewsthatprovide theperfectbite, the
surprising burst of lavor. Moreover, they are not fried
butbakedat lowtemperatures, locking innutrients and
making themhealthy, crunchy, andnaturally sweet.

ButLavoncio’svisionextendsfarbeyondcreatingpre-
miumproducts; it’s aboutmaking a lasting impact on the
communityandpromotingCambodiangoodsontheglob-

as much as I am eager to ind new partnerships and
investors abroad, the brandwill stay Cambodian.”

Lavoncio’s unwavering commitment to his mission
hasn’t comewithout challenges. In a limitedmarket like
Cambodia’s, evenaccess topackagingoptions is difficult,
not tomention operating in an investment environment
that can struggle to understand more specialized prod-
ucts such as premium foods. Yet, despite these hurdles,
Awesomepick hasmanaged to thrive. The brand’s prod-

ucts can already be found
in numerous Cambodian
hotels and restaurants, at
the Duty Free in Phnom
Penh Airport, and in the
catalog of Singaporean
health supplement brand
OneLife—all within just
six months of launching.

For Lavoncio, Awesomepick is more than just
a business; it’s a way to contribute to a community
he cares deeply about and to promote the image of
Cambodia’s agricultural products in the international
market. As Awesomepick continues to grow, Lavon-
cio is keen on taking the brand international, but
only on his terms. “It’s been a crazy ride; we are just
getting started,” he says with a smile. “But we are
ready to show theworld Cambodia’s best side and to
help the people here build something good.”

p j

www.awmodaz.com
service@awesomepick.co

(+855) 88 666 9691

No. 41, Street 322, Beung KengKang (BKK)
BKK1 Phnom Penh, Cambodia (Picasso
City Garden)

al stage. This commitment to Cambodia was tested early
when he turned down a lucrative offer to develop Awe-
somepick in Canada under a startup residency program.
Thoughtempting, theofferwouldhavetransformedAwe-
somepick into a Canadian brand—something Lavoncio
wasn’twillingtocompromiseon.“Icame toCambodia to
make something that belongs here,” he explains. “So,

Diversified Trade Cambodia’s key exports
include garments, electronics, and agro-products,
contributing $20 billion annually to the economy.

Energy Access Expansion Cambodia
achieved 97% electricity coverage in 2022, up
from 34% in 2010, driving development.

TakingCambodianRicetotheCenterTable
Through closeworkwith farmers and special focus on quality and efficiency, Signatures of Asia has risen to the
top of rice producers and exporters in Camb di

P
art of the Bayon Heritage Group,
which focuses on rice and organ-
ic fertilizer distribution and pro-

duction, Signatures of Asia has become a
prominent player in Cambodia’s rice sec-
tor, quickly rising as a top high-quality rice
producer and exporter to international
markets. “We got into rice because the govern-
ment was investing heavily in it, creating the oppor-
tunity to work with the farmers already using our
fertilizer,” says General Manager Peter Chan.

Indeed, the government’s push for transforming
Cambodia into a global rice producer has paid off,
leading to modernized, eficient farming that beneits
from investment in infrastructure, a growing irriga-
tion system, tax incentives to subsectors supporting
rice, and lowering energy costs. “We are producing

NavigatingCambodia’sFuture
With major infrastructure upgrades and eco-friendly innovations, Phnom Penh Autonomous Port (PPAP) is
transforming Cambodia’s logistics landscape.

P
hnom Penh Autonomous Port
(PPAP), one of Cambodia’s two in-
ternational ports, plays a vital role
in the nation’s economic growth

and logistics infrastructure.Under the leadershipof
CEOH.E.HeiBavy, theporthasundergone significantde-
velopments, including the transformation of Ts3 Terminal
intoadedicated tourist port,whichhashelped reduce city
trafficbymovingthecargoport30kilometersaway.

“Our aim is to reduce the environmental impact and
the volume of trucking in the city,” says Bavy. The port

encourageswaterway transportation,which ismore envi-
ronmentally friendlyandbettersupports thegovernment’s
FunanTechocanalproject, linkingthecapital to thesea.

PPAP’s recent infrastructure advancements in-
clude sevennew terminals requested from thegovern-
ment and the implementation of a terminal operation
system that eficiently controls container movements.
Future plans include a trucking management app to
further streamline logistics. “By controlling the whole
chain, from the port to the customer’s warehouse, we
can offer amore effective solution,” Bavy explains.

vices andwelcoming foreign investment, Bavy notes,
“Cambodia is full of potential, and as the world gets
to know us, we continue to grow and develop.”

HEIBAVY
CEOOFPPAP«Cambodia is fullofpotential,and

astheworldgetstoknowus,we

continuetogrowanddevelop.»

HEI BAVY

Looking ahead, PPAP is committed to sustain-
ability, with plans to transition to green energy for all
machinery and conservationprojects in the lands sur-
rounding its facilities.With a focus on expanding ser-

Sokheang will attempt to get Cambodia’s overall
exports to one million tons by 2025.

With 90% of the company’s production going into
the European market, the company’s commitment to
quality and sustainability have certainly been key. “We
produce organic rice with small-scale farmers and have
launched a sustainable rice farming project aimed at re-
ducingcarbonemissions, so thismakesuscompetitive in
Europeandgivesusaway into theUS,” saysPeterChan.

Indeed, with theworld looking at Southeast Asia,
Cambodia has a unique opportunity to rise in the in-
dustry, beneitting rice farmersandrelatedworkers for
generations to come. “If you compare our cultivated
area to Vietnam’s, you realizewehave the potential to
grow100%more,asweareonlyproducing12million
tons, and have enough land and people to produce
twice asmuch,” explains Sokheang Chan.

With only 15 years in the global arena, Cambodia is
alreadymaking bigwaves in the rice industry, and Signa-
turesofAsia isextremelywell-positionedtoleadthis trans-
formation into the future. “We are constantly looking for
newpartners andnew ideas,” SokheangChanconcludes,
“andalthoughtherewillbechallengesandrisks,ourhearts
are inthis,andweare in it for the longrun.”

mbodia.

SOKHEANG
CHAN

CHAIRMAN&
CEOHERITAGE

GROUP

PETERCHAN
GENERAL
MANAGER
HERITAGE
GROUP

30-50,000 metric tons of fertilizer p
35,000 of raw paddy, and in under
two decades we rose to the top
six rice producers in the coun-

roudly CEO Ken-Sokheang Chan,
who was also elected president
of the Cambodian Rice Fed-
eration in 2022. In that role,

per year, and try,” says pr

International Trade
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