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Spirituality
makes a lot of
things very
apparent, like you
start seeing things
for what they are.
| am a regular i
meditator e
now -

Akash Wadhwa

amannaah Bhatia talks to us about
her journey in the entertainment
world, her spiritual side and more.
“For me, I was alwayvs intrigued as in who
am 1?7 Those questions were very preva-
lent at a very young age. I feel lucky to
have been in an artistic field where explo-
ration is a part of the job we do,” says

the actress, Excerpts from a candid
conversation:

Your last item number, Agj Ki Raat,
still continues to be a rage. Did you
anticipate that it would be such a

T
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: in still from the -
massive hit? k. 5 AR
For me, it is different when actors try |
to attempt a song. Because, I felt like I
wanted to perform like the character
shama would do it. I had a character to
back it up and not do just another
dance number. And I think that’s why it
also got a distinet flavour of its own,
Also, there was fluidity and grace ina
rather fast paced song. It was a fusion
of a ghazal and techno. But ves, we o
didn’t imagine it while shooting -
that people would love it so much.
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‘It took me 20 yrs of hard
work to earn my spot as

Shankar’s music director’
Ll B

“The sound in Game Changer is going to be massive. 1
We've experimented a lot with the songs,’ said
Thaman on collaborating with Shankar & Ram Charan

Thamétj/
in a still’
frum
Eu;.*s

...Paul Nicodemus

It feels Ilke &) full. circle moment to
work as.the'music dlrec'rur for Shankar. 20
years ago, | debuted as an actor with'Boys

and now, working with him againis a
dream come true

his debut as an actor with
Shankar’s Boys. Now, over two

decades later, he's reunited with the
celebrated filmmaker for the first
time as a music director. “At that
time, I was drumming for AR Rah-
man sir, He saw me as a stout guy
and thought I'd be a good fit. That's
how [ got into the film,” he says, add-
ing, “Now, it feels like my life has
come full circle, It has been a long
journey to get to this point with him.
[t took me 20 vears to catch Shankar
sir's attention as a music director.”

Collaborating with Shankar and
Ram Charan to compose music for
Game Changer has been an incred-
ible experience says the music di-
rector. “The sound in Game Chang-
er is going to be massive, We've
experimented a lot with the songs,
and tracks like Jaragandi and Raa
Macha Macha have already gar-
nered impressive numbers.”

I t was in 2003 that Thaman made

Ram Charan, Shankar and Thaman
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Premium watch retailer hosts unboxing
event of solar-powered timepiece in city

ne of South India's well-known

watch retailers, Zimson, hosted

an exclusive watch unboxing
event at their premium watch
showroom in Adyar recently. The event

saw the presence of Chennai’s top
influencers, watch enthusiasts, and the

retailer’s leadership team.

“The evening unfolded with the
unveiling of the Tissot T-Touch
Connect Sport watch, blending Swiss
craftsmanship with moder
technology,” the management says.

“Encased in a 43mm titanium
frame, the wristwatch features an
AMOLED touchscreen. It can track
heart rate, distance, speed,

calories and offer timely
notifications,” they share.

“One can dive deeper with its
dedicated app that ofters performance
analysis, trends, and well-being

insights. This timepiece is

by solar power and the SwALPS
system; it ensures extended

usage with minimal

recharging,” the management

states.

According to them, the watch

is a “true game-changer in

world of luxury timepieces”,
and showcased “the legacy

and innovation that Tissot
and Zimson bring to
their patrons”.

Price: 97,000 anwards
Contact: #71011464641

Wi Timsonwatches.com

This Christmas, Hyatt
Regency Chennai is
offering an array of
delectable dining
experiences and joyful
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: celebrations for guests of
all ages.

“Focaccia will
transport guests to
the enchanting Italian
Riviera this Christmas
Eve from December 24,
7pm onwards. Indulge in
a lavish Mediterranean-
inspired buffet featuring
traditional Christmas
delicacies and regional
- specialties,” states its
2 management.

For those seeking an
exotic culinary adventure,
their restaurant Stix,

j; presents '‘Bangkok on

. Your Plate, on December
: 24 and 25, 7pm onwards.
“Immerse yourself in the
vibrant flavours

ety

s e e
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IF IT'S HAPPENING. IT'S HERE

delighted to offer our
guests an unforgettable
Christmas experience,
filled with festive cheer,

Tissot T-Touch
ﬂqnnect a _-__

[=1m ]

of Thailand with a
specially curated
menu by Chef Kanjana,

and festive specialties,”
they share.
Meanwhile, Spice
Haat, will be hosting a
%, lively Latin Christmas
Fiesta on Christmas
Day, December
25, from 12.30pm to
3.30pm. According to the
management, "Experience

featuring authentic dishes

delectable dining options,
and heartwarming
moments. Our team is
dedicated to providing
exceptional service

and creating a magical
atmosphere where guests
can celebrate the spirit of
Christmas with their loved
ones,” says Ruban Das,
General Manager of Hyatt
Regency Chennai.

‘YRuban Das

the warmth and passion of
Latin America with a festive
buffet featuring traditional
dishes, lively music, and a
vibrant atmosphere.”
"Christmas is a time for
togetherness, celebration,
and creating cherished
memories. We are

For reservations: PEE4349333
dining.chennai@nyatt.com

New study shows music
can boost plant growth |

S

Tintin fans and tourists

built little sound booths to house Petri

can now visit historic

laving a monotonous sound stimu-
lates the activity of a fungus that
promotes plant growth, says a study;
raising the possibility that playing music
could be good for gardens. According to a
study, the role of acoustic stimulation in
fostering ecosystem recovery and sustain-
able food systems remains under-explored.
Based on previous work that exposed E.
coll bacteria to sound waves, a team of
Australian researchers set out to assess
the effect sound has on the growth rate
and spore production of the fungus
Trichoderma harzianum, Researchers

dishes full of fungi. Instead of pop bang- :
ers, they were playved Tinnitus Flosser .
Masker at 8 kHz. Study author Jake Robin-
son of Flinders University said, “We chose
this monotone for controlled, experimen-
tal reasons, but it might be that a more di-
verse or natural soundscape is better.”
The petri dishes were played with this
sound at a level of 80 decibels for half an
hour a day. After five days, the growth
and spore production were higher in the
fungi that were plaved the sound,
compared to those that sat in silence.
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Tintin comics has been granted official protec-
tion as a “remarkable™ historic place by heritage
chiefs. In sleepy Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, far from
the snowy mountains of Tibet where the
intrepid young reporter Tintin roamed,
A Ties the tomb of Mary Haddock, mother of
# Admiral Richard Haddock. The admiral is
believed to have inspired the character of
the ill-tempered Captain Haddock in Bel-
gium author Herge's Adveniures of Tintin.
Mary Haddock's tomb is “notable as a
single monument dedicated to a named
woman in a period of gender inequality™,
according to Historic England, which an-
nounced “17 remarkable and unusual historic
buildings and places” listed this year on
Wednesday. The annual roundup
highlights little-known heritage
sites among the 211 buildings
and sites of historic interest list-
ed in 2024. Other quirky additions
include a Baptist church in Bristol,

southwest England, which has a

Al 7th-century English tomb linked to the beloved

A
L]

Tesco supermarket on its

oround floor and i1s known
locally as the “church above the
shops”. AFP
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Here's another
viral pup: Tupi, o
baby ca pybu ro

s the largest
rodents in
the world,

most capybaras
spend thelr days
munching on grass
and water plants

in dense vegetation
around bodies of wa-
ter. At a zoo in Texas,
however; one capy-
bara has stepped up
as the latest in a se-
ries of baby animals
to capture the inter-
net’s attention this
yvear.

Tupi - pro-
nounced two-pee —
was born on De-
cember 3 at the San
Antonio Zoo, and is
the first of the spe-
cies, scientifically
known as Hydroch-
oerus hydrocha-
eris, to be born at the facility in 25 years, according to
a statement from the zoo. Thanks to the power of
social media, he is already famous.

The zoo announced Tupi’s birth on its social media
accounts late last week, getting an outpouring of inter-
net love. But in a twist that seemed perfect to close out
2024, less than an hour after the announcement, the
zoo followed its post with a statement that Tupi and the
zoo are not affiliated with a memecoin — $TUPI — that
had been named after the animal.

In Tupi's case, the zoo gave him a mantra to head
into the new year: “Unbothered. Moisturised. Happwv
In My Lane. Focused. Flourishing.” Mew York Times

A zoo in Texas announced Tupi's birth on
its social media accounts late last week,
getting an outpouring of internet love




$ MARUTI SUZUKI

UNKNOWN ADVENTURES AWAIT YOU.

Upgrade to the NEXA range of SUVSs.
COeE AT E. ["NESEP .| "Rk

BUY A NEXA CAR & STAND A CHANCE
TO WIN 2 TICKETS TO

AEG Fresfots dnd BookMy3how Liwe y Brrdcgement with One Pilizix Live

Ed Sheeran
+—=-=+X

2025 INDIA TOUR

DRIVE MODE SELECTOR TURBO BOOSTERJET STRONG HYBRID TECHNOLOGY 6 AIRBAGS

ot o/

GRAB IT BEFORE
PRICE RISE OF

UP TO 4%
(S T

A SHOWROOM NEAR YOU

sHowsToPPEREITE}  BENEFITS UP TO T 108 100™ 377 [—

ADDITIONAL SCRAPPAGE BONUS AVAILABLE AGAINST VALID

-
Em DAYS I-E FT CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT.

E-BOOK TODAY @
WWW.NEXAEXPERIENCE.COM

are brought to you by NEXA dealers only. **Offers and features may vary subject to the model and variant purchased. Maruti Suzuki reserves the right to withdraw offers at any point in time without any advance notice. All offers are applicable till
31" December "24 or till stocks last. Maruti Suzuki Smart Finance is now available pan India. Maruti Suzuki Subscribe is available only in selected cities. *3 years or 100 000km whichever is earliest.




T&C Apply®

www.durian.in

-_. - = — -
= --:

And Savour The Secason

Our deals will make it unforgettable

Antonio

Now With 5 Years Warranty
SOFAS | RECLINER | BEDROOM | DINING | STORAGE

Give your family the comfort they deserve this season of cozy

Now UP TO 60%" OFF S
7ICICI Bank [liT} HOFC BANK =

Get up 020,000/ - m=stant discount on iGet 5% instant discount up to 5.000/ - Get 5% instant discount up to 5,000,
ICHE| Bank Credit & Oebit Card EMIS with E&SY EMI on HOFC Eank Cardcs on IOFC FRST Bank Credit Card EMI

pine labs

CHENNALI: 10/5, Khader Nawaz Khan Road, Opp. Bergamao Mall, Nungambakkam. M.: B45T7952385 / 2477005565
OMR: G. Square at No. 44, Rajiv Gandhi Salai, formerly Old Mahabalipuram Road (0OMR), Kandanchavadi, Chennai 600 096,

M.: B652638253 /9324724093
Store Timing:- 1AM To @ PM  Farking Available
ﬂ FINANCE

[Fnr Franchise Enquiry Call 51552335254]




SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2024 5
CHENNAI TIMES, THE TIMES OF INDIA

KITCHE

|-
TELTT L

Q1

e i -

| TR

l=t=dzal=Ft—Fld—F1 —F — I [ ]

A F 1 ] ]
I T

-

CCTCRRPL 1 i TS

=R e -
e

SRENETONENEDN VAV ie%s

bt el Lt

-

e —
e M e S S e e

C2AaCy 5= = Sl

__I 1i 5 b - -
a- LL

..ll-.ﬂ" ry | |
116 Years of Japanese L

S O B B N N RN R
Now 1n Indi
15 = SIER

THERNELE

Photoshoot in Tokyo

Shop Online }

KAl HOCHO

(] i N

KAI HOCHO )

ST womda R BIENG LAl B

KITCHEN KNIVES KITCHEN KNIVES Yo

KAI HOCHO KAI HOCHO www Kaiindia. in

A0 .. amazon Flipkart DZMart ® ' BAZAAR RS @O0  cmumuen  @MCS METALS MART

available at: Rathua Stores

Invented for life

| SEASON'S
BIGGEST OFFER IS HERE

el L

ASH CACV CMI* = % > Other finance options { M\ Attractive finance offer: Bosch Over | - g | T
<P cASY EMIZT QO 12/4, 10/2 and 9/ % | Zero cost on EMI" 10Years | @B hE
. ] '. A - ) [ SN TR - ’ ; : .' g _'I I'_-: B i .-_-_- 1els \ ' _ ;':'__I___ rd __ _--" . _-'.:: [ . - .:. S -

BEl 2Z)soecare EIE L} HoFC BANK IR D L5 7 ICICI Bani [l Z] orc FirsT Bank B2

*T&C Apply. "The Cashback offer is available on selected dates, towns, outlets & models only. The cashback may vary from model to model. Maximum cashback up to ¥10,000 all India on pinelabs & paytm terminal. Minimum transaction value
to avail this offer is ¥15,000. "EMI transaction only once per card and offer is valid only if transaction is done under Brand EMI option. Cashback offer is printed on charge slip. The offer is applicable on leading banks Credit and Debit cards
and the cashback amount will be credited immediately upon the completion of the qualifying transaction. For all other banks, the cashback amount will be credited to the eligible account within 90 days from the date of transactions. Offer
is valid till 31% December 2024. T&C of Finance at sole discretion of Bajaj FinSery, ICICI Bank Ltd., IDFC First Bank Ltd., HDB Financial Services, HDFC Bank Ltd., TVS Credit Services Ltd., Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd. Paper Finance EMI
cannot be clubbed with credit card purchase and cashback offer. Offer not applicable for online purchases. Image used for representation purpeoses only. Contact your dealer to know more. BSH reserves the right to withdraw or modify
this offer at any time without prior notice. i i@ X @ BoschHomeln

~/ YES BANK ©OSBIcard



6 | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2024

CHENNAI TIMES, THE TIMES CF INDIA ENTERTAI NMENT

i
e W g o

Sandhya trusted
‘me for thi?g[!g; ;-
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..., Niharika Lal

andhya Suri’s critically acclaimed crime
thriller Santosh, a cop drama about the in-
vestigation of a rape and murder case, has
been shortlisted for the Academy Award for
Best International Feature Film. The British
Academy has officially selected Santosh as the
UK's submission for this category. The film stars
Shahana Goswami and Sunita Rajwar as police
officers. Following its success at Cannes, the Os-
car selection marks a dream run for the film, iy
We caught up with Sunita, who has B 1
received widespread acclaim for her roles in S
Gullak and Panchayat. Did she ever imagine
something like this would happen? She says,
Your status in the industry and yvour identity
define the kind of dreams that yvou will have!
You want to ensure that you keep getting
work. [ don't even care if anvone recognises

S

SUNITA
RAJWAR

in a still from

me or not. For me, everything changed after Fl

Gullak and Panchayat.” At cunnesl we got &
standing ovation for 5-6
minutes - | had tears'

ol s T % "'%

e e s

xas 1 1T% . The movie recently won Best Screenplay
: and Best Breakthrough Producer at the

IT WAS A SURPRISE THAT AFTER The thlﬁg EIFAspfter making iies global premiere in Un
WATCHING PANCHAYAT, SANDHYA Sandhya told Certain Regard at this year's Cannes Film
TRUSTED ME FOR THIS ROLE' Festival. She shares, "Cannes was weird

- : me was to not play because even in my dreams, | never ever .
Talking about her role in Santosh, where ial 4 Y ' : ¥
she plays an SHO, Sunita says, “I have loud. She said, ‘I thought it would happen. Even having the

film selected for the Un Certain Regard at
Cannes was a big thing for me.”

She recalls, "At Cannes, after the
screening, when we got a standing ovation
for 5-6 minutes, the claps weren't stopping
at all. | was no one for them, and still,
they were appreciating my work and the
character. | had tears in my eyes - I'm
getting so much love for my work. :
| didn’t think about it even in my
dreams. And now, this Oscars shortlist
- it is beyond my dreams. How has .
this been written in my destiny? 'mso
shocked. There are goosebumps-I'm
this close to the Oscars.”

been doing very light-hearted roles — Bit-
tu's mummy (in Gullak) and Kranti Devi
(in Panchayat). People see me in those
roles and think I can only do those Kinds
of roles, It was a surprise that after
watching Panchayat, Sandhyva trusted me
for this role.”

She shares that, prior to this, she had
only seen SHOs and police thanas in
films. She adds, “I had this image that
they must be talking to their juniors ar-
rogantly. After meeting real-life women
police officers, however, | realised they
are just like any of us.” Talking about the
brief Sandhya gave her for the role, she
says, “The thing she told me was to not
play loud and not try to be what I have
been doing. She wanted me to change my
body language and speak in lower tones.”

don't want any
smiling either with
your eyes or
expressions, nothing.
This lady won't smile’

)

sl .'-. Lo SR i

serials, films, and web series,
and now this international pro-
ject. So, how was the shoot differ-
ent from her experience on sets of Indian
productions? She says, “Work remains
the same. When we were shooting for
Santosh, it was so normal. Our team was — %
all from other countries. But they are a ] 1 b
little more disciplined.” S
She continues, “Shahana is also very
down-to-earth. The star-like vibe on set -
the hierarchy where the shoot happens

Now | wish that | get
more such projects,

‘THERE WAS NO SPECIAL according to the star's arrival, their more characters, a little
TREATMENT FOR ANV'DNF scenes being shot first, and yours later -~ respect. as well as eood
ON THE SET OF SANTOSH none of these used to be there, There was S P ! g

Sunita has worked in numerous TV no special treatment for anyone.” work

Sunita in Panchayat (above) and in Guilak

Sushmita’s sweet
birthday wish
for her father

b f L

d@sushmitasend T
’ L)

Shubeer Sen and

Sushmita Sen

ushmita Sen took to so-
cial media to shower
hirthdav love on her fa-
ther, Shubeer Sen. The Aar-
va actress shared a heartfelt
note accompanied by a sweet
picture of them together, call-
ing him the "“nicest human
being”, Sharing a series of

nnnnn

human being, [ am blessed to
call my Father!!! Happy 80th
Baba. Here's to a life filled
with glorious milestones & di-
vine grace!! To your health &
happiness always. [ love you
soooo00 much!!! (sic).”

S

Elli AvrRam set to
play the lead in
first Marathi film

delliavram
nown for her
roles in films
like Naane

Varuvean, Mickey
Virus and Malang,
Elli AvrRam is all
set to make her
Marathi debut soon.
The actress, who has
Swedish roots, will
be playing the lead in
Ajinkva Phalke's
romantic film fu I,
Speaking about it,
Elli said, “I have an
affinity towards
learning new
things. After work-
ing in Swedish,
Hindi, Tamil and
Kannada films, I
am excited to ex-
plore the sensibil-
ities of a Marathi
character, THN

Opening for Dua Lipa felt
incredible, says Jonita Gandhi

Pics: @jonitamusic

Jonita Gandhi says
“international
concerts push us to
constantly evolve
and improve”; (left)
with Dua Lipa

.Masumi Shah

_.Yesha Bhatt

like Arabic Kuthu, What Jhumka?
and Jimikki Ponnu, recently opened
for Dua Lipa, serenading the crowd with
her voice. In a chat, she talks about her
experience, the dynamic shift in
India’s concert scene, her latest
rendition Noorie (Two Sides), 0
which 1s a reimagination of
Lata Mangeshkar’s classic \
song Aaja Re O Mere Dilbar 0 0

Aaja, and more, =N

INTERNATIONAL
CONCERTS GIVE US A CHANCE

TO EXPAND FANBASE'
Talking about opening for Dua Lipa,

she says, “It was an incredible experi-
ence. The energy of the crowd was
electric. While concerts allow for a
more intimate connection with the au-
dience, opening for a global superstar
like Dua gave me a chance to reach a
wider audience and showcase
my music to a new generation
of fans. International concerts
expose Indian artistes to a glob-
al audience. It's a great opportu-
nity to gain international recog-
nition and expand our fanbase.”
Elaborating on the prep be-
hind her opening act, the
Gilehrivaan singer adds, “We put
a lot of thought into the setlist,
choosing songs that would excite
the crowd and showcase my ver-
satility The costume was de-
signed to complement the stage
setup and the overall vibe of the
performance. It was important to
look and feel my best on stage.”

‘GAINED MANY FANS BECAUSE
OF MY RECREATIONS'

Jonita also performed Noorie (Two
Sidles) at the concert. She says, “I chose
Noorie because of its timeless melody
and powerful lyrics. It's a classic that

onita Gandhi, known for hit tracks hile Huma Qureshi has playved some feisty
characters, and the Kaala and Valimai ac-
tress says that she “never picked those roles
consciously” She adds, “I like plaving characters that I
have not done before. They just happened to be feisty
and fierce because I don’t know women who are not
like that. I always want to play real women."
Huma shares, “I observe people around me
closely and incorporate certain aspects of their
: personality in my work.” However, Huma has
never really got to play herself on screen. She
: says, “I'm so amazing, they haven't figured
out a way vet {lgughs)! I only get to be myself
during promotional tours.”

She further adds, “I think I have a great sense of
humour, but it never really comes to the fore. Most of
my directors like to see me doing strong roles. I think
I'm ready to do a slapstick comedy. I'm a goofball in
real life.”

‘PEOPLE HAD TOLD ME NOT TODO OTT'

£ The Maharant, Mithya and Leila actress seems to be

: enjoving doing OTT. She says, “I must unapologetical-
Iy say that I am the maharani of OTT. I think I was
the first actress in this country to be leading a show
called Leila. At that point, a lot of people told me not
to do OTT. They said it would look like my career was
over. However, | knew OTT was the future; it’s just
that it happened faster due to COVID.”

'YOUR SELF-WORTH HAS GOT NOTHING TO DO
WITH OTHER PEOPLE'S VALIDATION'

Huma, who has also authored a book and produced a
film, says, “1 feel like I've just scratched the surface.
To an extent, what you do as an actor depends on
other people offering vou the right role at the right
moment. [ am really enjoying my journey as a
producer — putting out stories that I like and resonate
with. I want to be a part of more films that people will
remember.”

Talking about audience’s appreciation, the actress
adds, “"Awards, rewards, everything matters. Those
who say it doesn’t matter are probably lying. As an
artiste, I live on people’s appreciation and acceptance.
But are these the only things that matter? Perhaps
not. I feel your self-worth has got nothing to do with
others’ validation. Even without it, vou will always
remain the same person.”

While concerts
allow for a more
intimate connection
with the audience,
opening for a global
superstar like Dua gave
me a chance to reach a
wider audience

r song What &
- Jhumka?

resonates even todav, | wanted to add
my own spin to it, and [ related to the
message, mood, and melody.”

While reimagining a classic, things
can be tricky in terms of audience re-
action. The Chellamma singer feels,
“There’s always a bit of pressure when

vou're reimagining a classic. But [ was
excited to share my take on it. Over the
yvears, I've gained many fans because
of my recreations of songs. [ believe
that music is meant to evolve, and [
hope people will appreciate my unique
interpretation.”

e ey S ——

[ unapologetically say I'm
maharani of OTT: Huma

An_&ql_a__@_aminﬂ ar

~ Huma .
.f Qureshi
| 4

Y

_i_‘ In a web series, you have the

=& fime to discuss finer nuances.
That's why OTT is working all over the
world
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VGP UNIVERSAL KINGDOM
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For appoiniments : ANUPAM V KAPIL
(1] 9822042295 or anupamvkapil@gmail.com

ARIES: The emotion and courage that hastened
vour way up the ranks could prove to be your
undoing. It may be best to turn your attention
elsewhere; otherwise you could make a fool of
yourself. You need to examine you own
impatience or inner anger.

TAURUS: Your career could be in unfavorable
position, your social life may make up for the
turmail. Talking honestly about how you feel could
transform things more quickly than you think. Do
something that heightens your senses and
pleases your body.

GEMINI: If you have stuck to a conservative
budget or investment strategy, you might see your
efforts bring forth financial fruit. You will not only
be receiving important insight from the cosmos
but also have the opportunity to tune in to your
own truth.

CANCER: You realise a close personal relationship
i5 in need of a change in order for it to remain
fresh and alive. Get to a stage where you can first
acknowledge a few things about certain emotions
you have been trying to ignore. Don't make your
situation more difficult than it has to be.

LEQ: Slowing yourself down to a pace that you
can sustain will help you cash in on any oppor-
tunities. Tell yourself that your extra efforts are
for the benefit of others, you'll still need to face
the limits of your time. Don't let your imagination
run wild.

- ! - 4 #

VGP MARINE KINGDOM

Santa & Underwater Mermaid | Mermaid Selfie
Caricature | Tattoo | Face Painting

Hints; Keep eliminating possibilities by marking crosses in spaces
between dots where a line isn't possible, i.e., If you have already
completed required lines or where a line extension may create a branch

{Fig B).

VIRGO: Everyone wants a quick response and
the competition is fierce. Only time will tell, so
don't be too quick on the draw where love or
money is concemned. You are most productive
when you are happy. If you are open to the realms
of fantasy, then opportunities can open for you
easily now. Rationally, you know what's
happening now is probably best for you.

LIBRA: You become stressed out from work and
your personal life, body could be weakened. Don't
get caught up in a fantasy about what isn't.
SCORPIO: New romances may heat up under the
glow of warm personal interactions. You may let
money burn a hole in your pocket. Look inward
at your own process before you project your
aggravation or critical nature on someone else.
SAGITTARIUS: You are keeping secrets to your-
self because you don't want to rock the boat. If
you want to move forward in a healthy and pro-
ductive manner with the one you're with, then
take the time to examine your own inner growth.
Express your emotions and love to your friends
and family.

CAPRICORN: You might have to change your
tactics because your efforts on the job will most
probably go unnoticed. The bright spot is that
long term investment will bring you a good return.
Take some time to set up a budget.

AQUARIUS: Relationships with your co-workers
could also pose a problem. Investment will be too
risky, you need to think twice before you leap.
Many happy moments will likely follow with
heartfelt gestures. Listen to your colleagues.
PISCES: You get involved in office politics and
gossip. You may worry about your financial deci-
sions too. The truth of the matter is, however, that
the true battle lies within you. You are a little bit
less secretive with your family members and
friends.
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By Bettina Elias Siegel & Dan

ACROSS

1 Extra work,

12 Historic period

15 Path finder

16 Aloha nui
affectionate Hawaiian
phrase

17 Special bite

18 D.C. United's org.

19 Enhancer of soups or
venue for hoops

20 Bar fiy-er?

21 Gail of “NYPD Blue"

23 Eat

24 19th century
women's rights
advocate Amelia

25 Much-feared natural
disaster

28 Wildflower once
thought to repel pests

29 Strip, as a ship

30 Super time

31 Singing syllable

32 John Swinney, for one

33 Nudges

34 Enduring dispute

35 Go off course

36 Verse inverse

37 “The Very Hungry
Caterpillar” writer/
illustrator

38 Kelp and nori

40 One who may be
sacked

41 Diplomatic mission

42 Old book collection?

43 Tops

44 Cooks (up)

45 Wit

48 "Chandelier” singer

49 Adapt quickly

52 “Catch-22" pilot
played by Bob Balaban

53 Pay-to-play need

54 Connecticut governor
Lamont

55 Spine-opening yoga
pose
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1 Phishing hook

2 Animal nutritionist who
founded a pet food

2001 20 202

27 Election advice from
young Grace Bedell fo

Mr. Lincoln

28 Fairy __: cotton candy,

company in 1946 in Australia
3 Pharmacopeia enfry 30 “The Pianist” Oscar
4 Some MIT grads winner
5 Following 3.3 Word with blood or
6 Suave water
7 Williams work 34 Firmiy fixed
8 Promote 36 Pre-euro Spanish
4 Switzerland's _ Coing
Léman 37 Impressionist painter

10 Still waiting for a

callback? Pennsylvania
11 Picasso sculpture 39 Surfer's need
subject 40 Was fully
12 School songs groan?
13 Words to live by 42 Electronics
14 Beginner’s book component
22 Comedian Delaney 44 Swarming pest
23 “Yes!”

24 Propeller part

25 Summer on Cape

Cod, e.g.

26 South American

domain name

born in Allegheny,

45 Site that may host an

edit war

47 Chap
50 TV pioneer
51 DJIA part

46 lowa college town
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Those who tame not the pride of their enemies, |
will certainly not exist to have satisfactory breathings.
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four word
jumbles, one
latter to each
squarefcircle,
to make four
ordinary
words
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How many words of four or
more letters can you make
from the letters shown in
today's puzzie? In making a
word, a letter can be used as
many times as it appears in
the puzzle. Each word must
contain the central letter. There
should be at least one seven
|letter word. Plurals, foreign
words and proper names are
not allowed. British English
Dictionary is used as reference.
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Nothing except the __ can __
without advertising.
- Thomas Babington Macaulay

. OSUMMN

O
A

HOW TO PLAY

oy

: IPSKMY w

kﬁki%rx

NP

18

=

ing word as indicated

Now arrange the letters in the
circles to form the answer to
the riddie or to fill in the miss-
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n a bizarre event, a spherical-
shaped egg, believed to be one-
in-a-billion, that was spontane-
ously bought by Ed Pownell, from
Berkshire for £150 (316,000 approx)
has been sold at auction for £200
(221,000 approx). Pownell had do-
nated the egg to the luventas Foun-
dation, a charity supporting youth
mental health in Oxfordshire, The
charity initially thought the dona-
tion was a joke, however it became

part of an auction that raised
£5,000 (¥5,38,000 approx).

Roz Rapp, from the charity
foundation said, “We're delighted
and thrilled the egg sold as it
means we can continue to do
what we are doing.” The funds
collected will support vouth aged
13-25 with mental health issues.
The egg was first discovered 1n
a box purchased from a local
supermarket in Scotland. Agencies

Spherical-shaped egg sells
for 321,000 at a UK auction
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festive cheer, and city hotels and malls amplify the

I t's that time of the year when Chennaiites bask in the
celebratory mood with their Christmas trees, which RS 4 e T . ._,I'-:, 3 ; | "'. 1 ’

/ take different forms every year. This time around,
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CHENNAI IS TALKING ABOUT
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Margazhi in Chennai is not only
synonymous with Carnatic music
concerts but also with bhajanais on the
mada streets along some of the city's
iconic temples. Since Monday, groups of
devotees braving the early-morming
showers and singing bhajanais has been a
common sight in Mylapore, one of the
city's cultural hotspots

Carnatic singer
Saketharaman and his
students sang
bhajanais on the first
day of Margazhi
along the maada
veedhis of
Kapaleeswarar
Temple. The children,
playing instruments

Even Carnatic singers could be spotted in like tambourine,

these bhajanais. On Friday, our photog spotted ~ chapla kattai and jalra

vocalist Sreeranjani Kaushik (top, extreme left] ~ with delight, made for

singing along with a group of devotees an enthusiastic and
colourful atmosphere

It was difficult to handle the
crowd in Sabarimala premises’

_.Roopa Radhakrishnan

ogi Babu is starring in Sannidhanam (B0O), an
Y emotional drama helmed by debutant Amutha
Sarathy. The first-time filmmaker tells us,
“The story revolves around devotees who go on the Sa- : | ar -
barimala pilgrimage in hope of a wish fulfillment. On P - | - - .
the way, an unexpected incident happens, and the film . - 1 N g e il ' |

. Prithvija Balagopalan's

aX performance at Narada Srinidhi Chidambaram marvelled the
Gana Sabha left the crowd with a solo Bharatanatyam
audience spellbound presentation

(L:R]Yogi Babu,
‘F!n EaaJ:uaﬁh Shetty, Varsha
“Viswanath

Lavanya
Sundaram

deals with the events they encounter as a result.”

“It was difficult to handle the crowd in the Sabari-
mala premises with a popular actor like Yogi Babu,
especially since we shot during the festival season
of Vishu,” he adds.

Kannada actor Roopesh Shetty will be playing a
kev role in the film. “We initially thought of doing

performed with
her guru and
aunt Nithyasree
Mahadevan at
the Margazhi
Maha Utsav
2K24

the film in Tamil, Kannada, and Malavalam in par-

allel. As Roopesh is also known in Tulu, we are re- - (B E— ¢¢ Saraswativeena

leasing the film in Tulu as well. He understood Ta- / Yt bi§ g , 2 ; £ player Nirmala

mil, but initially faced difficulty in speaking the lan- Rajasekar’s concert

cuage, But we did a workshop before the shoot b il - , : L ' ; - 3. . ; at Sri

where he worked on pronunciation. This made it | W Nt e B , ' / ¥ e Parthasarathy

easy for him while filming,” reveals the director. = ' Swami Sabha was
While Amutha Sarathy has also written the dia- an absolute treat

logues for the film, Ajinu Ayyvappan wrote the story

and script. The filmmaker shares, “Initially, the plan

was to film different versions simultaneously with

different directors. We got permission to shoot in SR i el - i

sannidhanam, and we have also shot in Pamba, ' - ' — :

Erumeli, Pollachi, and Chennai.” . . . .
A fan of the Dhanush-starrer Seedan (2011), the ThE‘I'E'S no blg ChﬂlﬂgE look-wise for Yﬂg ' Bab.ur but in terms of
director says, “Similar to that film, ours will also be acting, there's a difference. Usually, we see him do comedy. But,
in this film, we will see him in a new dimension — Amutha Sarathy

in the melodramatic zone, but it will also have Yogi
Babu's comedy portions.”

PR Saguni director Shankar

Dayal passes away

; hankar Dayval, who directed
Karthi's 2012 political satire Sa-
— guni, passed away due to a heart
attack on Thursday night in Chennai,
Our sources say that the filmmaker
suffered a heart attack hours before
the promotional event for his upcom-
ing film, titled Kuzhandhigal Munnet-
ra Kazhagam, was set to begin. The o :
movie, starring Senthil and Yogi Leggndar?r violin exponent IFanyalr:umaﬂ I'_lEId the
Babu, was to be his return to direc- O . audience in a thrall by creating an immersive
tion. Before donning the director’s ) .. experience
hat, he had written the dialogues for g
the 2003 action film Parasuram and & F ] = K PreethiSethuraman's mesmerising vocals ak 511
Jayam Ravi's Deepavali (2007).  ThN ' ' - Parthasarathy Swami Sabha proved to be a
perfect Margazhi delight

Shankar Dayal

Pranita Subhash and
Karthi in a still fmm-
Sagunir

A .ui"
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You spell your name differently
and had changed it as per
numerology.

Yes, in my childhood itself, I had
changed it to this, When I had
started working in my teens, at
that time, I had changed it to Ta-
mannaah. And clearly, it has been
a fairly good decision.

How has the overall journey
been in the entertainment
world?

For me, 1t was a very strong urge
to do what [ am doing today. While
[ was doing theatre and some kind
of work initially, the performing
arts also brought a kind of joy to
me. Even though sometimes the
timings have been crazy, it never
felt like work to me. Strangely, peo-
ple keep asking me what 1 do for
pleasure, but for me, only work
has been my pleasure, and I never
seek pleasure anywhere else. Hav-
ing said that, do I like that every
day? Mavbe not! Do I have boring
days? Yes! Do I have dreadful days?
Yes! And would I still do this? Yes!
I do have days like, ‘Mummy, I do
not want to go to school,” but large-
ly I wake up enthusiastically for
my work.

How do you see the industry
changing with the OTT boom?
The OTT boom has actually done a
great thing by giving people varie-
ty. Now, the viewers are not re-
stricted to watching a certain kind
of genre. When we were growing
up, I remember we didn't have that
kind of exposure and had to rent
out a handful of international CDs
available in the market. Today, lit-
erally everybody has choice. So,
what OTT brought is a platform
for different kKinds of cinema to be
showcased. Now, because of the
OTT, one can be focused on the art
form more and not worry so much
about the numbers. With theatres,
there is always a number game,
which is very important for it to
survive because it is a very expen-
sive art form. We can’t make very
experimental films with theatre
audience because it is still commu-
nity viewing and has to appeal to
the masses to do well. But with
OTT, now, we have movies that
only a certain section enjoys. OTT
has created a choice situation for
the viewers.

With so much debate over the
censorship of the medium, what
are your views on the topic?

[ am not in the right position to
answer this question, but I do feel

For me, work has been
my only pleasure:
Tamannaah Bhatia "

like there has to be some space for
creative people to make things that
they really feel strongly about. [ do
feel that something that is really
problematic, the platforms are
taking care of it. OTT platforms
today are so careful about the kind
of content they are putting out and
they are doing a great job being
sensitive to most people and
understanding that we want
people to consume content.

How do you see the rise of
regional cinema, especially
down south?

We have always been doing good
work, but somehow it has gotten
into the limelight now. With films,
we are now more bothered about if
it evokes some kind of emotion in

Strangely,

people keep
asking me what | do
for pleasure, but for
me work only has
been my pleasure,
and | never seek
pleasure anywhere
else. Having said
that, do | like that

every day, may be
nott

us as a viewer, language is no bar.
South has told a lot of rooted
stories that are about their land
and about their people and
projects there are now magnum
opus kind, especially the folklore
ones. And we also have a
Baahubali from South, which is
exceptional.

Being a very spiritual person,
how do you see spirituality
today?

For me, I was always intrigued
about who I am? Those questions
were very prevalent at a very
yvoung age. [ feel lucky to have been
in an artistic field where
exploration is a part of the job we
do. We are playing different people
in each character; and you can't do
that unless you understand
vourself well. The best thing that
spirituality has done for me is that
I can’t be emotionally manipulated
anymore. Spirituality makes a

lot of things very apparent, like
vou start seeing things for what
they are. I am a regular meditator
TIOW.

[learnt to live life to the
fullest from my Bangalore
Days char cter: Parvathy

\

_V Nichita

cting is a way of life, shared
A Parvathy Thiruvothu dur-

ing an interaction session.
The Malayalam actress, who has act-
ed in many notable Tamil films like
Thangalaan, Marivaan and Poo,
said, “With age, | feel I am more
aware of my mental ability and
things around me, and it helps me as
an actor.”

Speaking about one of the char-
acters that she is most known for,
Parvathy said, “My character from
Bangalore Days had a zest for life
and that is something I learnt
from it."”

She further noted, “Anyv role that

an actor plays needs a level of com-

mitment and dedication. I need to
be extremely thorough with the
script before she goes on to the set.

‘Experimenting
with my look
helps me get
away from fame’

The actress, who is also
known for her distinct looks,
added, "l love experimenting
with my hairstyles; it helps me
get out of my character and
sometimes it helps me get
away from my fame.”

I prepare a lot as an actor; I gulp
the script before performing.”

“If a character doesn’t resonate
with me, I won't do it. I look for
characters that challenge the sta-
tus quo and are called out. I like
moments in cinema where the
character is called out and that is
rare,” added the actress.

-
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CRAFTS | TEXTILES | HDMEDECDR

JEWELLERY " | FDDD

R CONVENTION CENTER il
Neelankarai - ECR, Ch‘;nnai )
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11amto 9 pm
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Free Entry!
Free Parking!

“<°\ S8 Hyderabad Biryani ..

:', A Real Traditional Feast®
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INDIAN | CHINESE | SEAFOOD | TANDOOR | BBQ | ARABIAN GRILL

inshaa Allah

Ghand Gala Qpening on

-- SU NDAY

¢ ’ NEW BRANCH @
KDDAMBAI(KAM

10.00 am to 11.00 pm
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CHICKEN BIRYAN! Ji ﬂjﬁ;mrﬁ
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ONE DAY OFFER! K®all® (3 W17 1m

No.11, Puliyur Main Road, Kudambakkam,
Chennai - 600 024 (Near Trustpuram Signal)
Call : 044 - 4010 4010 / 70666 45678 / 70666 34567 / 96 96 686 686
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#CoodVibesWithChileanWalnuts
www.chilenut.cl

Available on all major e-commerce platforms and with key retailers across India.
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CRAFTS | TEXTILES | HOMEDECOR | JEWELLERY

in Callaferalion with

CERC Campus Exhibition Ground
Kalakshetra Road, opp, Pamban Swamy Koil

Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai - 600 041.

Fo|low 125:
{# manya hastakala/smart_art_svents
|r} P i hastakalaa ' smart_art evenis

ENTRY & PARKING FREE | OPEN ON SUNDAY'S ALSO

Mob : +91 98456 85922 / +91 78291 70001

JOCKEY

«10.am to 8 pm - Open All Days -

FACTORY
SECONDS
UPT(Q ==
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= OFF

Master / Visa Card Accepted

TEC apply

INNERWEAR + LEISUREWEAR « ACTIVEWEAR - KIDSWEAR - SOCKS

Ashok Nagar:

Cathedral Road:

Egmore:

Anna Nagar:
Ambattur:

Pallikaranai:

OMR Sholinganallur:

Venues In Chennai
Lakshmi Hall, 50/40, 100 Feek Rd, Mear Ashok Pillar,
Opp. CS| Church - 600083 (This venue is closed
tomorrow & restarts from 23122024 (Monday))

Dass Community Hall, No.55, Opp. Maris Hotel - 600086
Guild OF Service, 18, Casa Major Road - 600008

D. K. Kalyana Mandapam, W-114, 3" Avenue, Near
Round Thana - 600040

Arul Jothi Kalyana Mandapam. 162 A. Redhills High Road
- 600053

Alshwarya Thirumana Mahal, No. 176, Velachery Main
Koad - 600700

KV.L Kalyana Mahal, 161, Opp. Accenture, Opp.Bharat
Petroleum - 600019

Crg. by Sy Agency Pt Lid

with festive

"V lb[‘ﬂ and C 'lt‘(‘l'

at MGM Dizzee World b

f mgmdizzes

08069795555

i= www.mgmdizzeeworld.com
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Since 1964

Dazzling
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Festival

ON DIAMOND UP %
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DIAMOND VALUE
PLATINUM JEWELLERY
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ON WASTAGE (VA)
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Offers also applicable on Oriana Light Weight Diamond Jewellery

GRT DIAMOND ASSURANCE:

100% BIS Hallmark E—W Certified ‘ Accurate Weight-Based ‘ e Lifetime Maintenance
Pricing

—
-—

<% Quality Diamonds e’ ASSUraNce
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If you love
comedy

If you're looking for

@ Boost both your
fitness and mental

Margazhi concerts R
| TIMES \ X3 Wi
THYAGARAJA #_
AWARDS b o IR
Vocal concert by
o AmbiSubramaniam | ST DOWN ASHISH
here: Muthamizh Peraval, Stand-up comedy show by Ashish
e APuam Adyar  Vidyarthi
e b ene Sak Where: Medai - The Stage,
 WhewIeL Alwarpet
THE INDIAN FINE Time: Tpm -
usf-:AaEI‘s SECIE TY OHMARGAZHI BLACK TICKET
Shri Hari ':;fll-:t ﬁ:":'mw BR, Vocal concert by A Tamil stand-up comedy show by
anthanam, and Sandieep o Sooryanarayanan, - Manoj Prabakar and Guna Kannan
W"IE#'E: E:H‘;I'mj.au' | e e }'En ....... el . I'I ..... Where: IDAM - The Art & Cultural
- TTK Ro alyana Nilayam, Where: Janakiammal Space, Kodambakkam
J.F__a_h:ad_ Hussain Cychng is the i HAR mid';m:rpEt ...... - Auditorium, MCN e
...... en: Sa
his weekend, Chennai Times Chance- best way to TTMEme-Ipm e . Time: 4pm
ey Illa 'Iirails has an E}i:cimllgdal?igw Explnre and st |
— a cycling treasure hunt led by Cy- a. .l :
cling Yogis! Get set for a thrilling 28km trail understand a city’s ¢ Spgendl;qg u;.unrenless —
that w ill take participants tl_n'mlgh the icon- iﬂ}fﬂUT and landmarks. . EHSEE’E ::ﬁ:zlfetrti:::l::lr;em SA ST RA
i i By jolning this trall, of Chennai while SATSANGH
clues to uncover hidden gems of the city PBI’TICIPBI’ITSl will no sr:snwcus'rll'lg Eﬂt;:"e Thematic concert by
while cycling. The trail promises not just iunger feel like .gb’;z SYRRrITICINATY Dr Radha Bhaskar,
physical fitness but also a deep dive into fnreigner in their own f'i': 'fg""e'::?”rlﬂ:” : Padmashree Srini
the history and culture of Chennai. The : . EI';' Mhasibddanted S W 0 (N F TN and Gayatri
main goal {H‘ LII';is;_ trail is r.‘;’ helﬁ people gf)" — ﬂlley Il TI";.I‘}P EEEET i dniiih Where: 5;57,“[,1&"“ z i
connect with their own city,” shares ecome Kines o Ty mpus, Vada i e
Ramanujar Moulana, founder of Cycling their cit g ® ?”%Efsm"d th;f't? St ----- e palani | A ) : . B B \
Yogis. eir city ondscape and layout SASIENINRN "l e When: Sat - ”
The trail will begin at 5.30am from The etier tnrough cycling Time: 6.45pm I . = THEY PAID NO !

Telugu stand-up comedy show by
Syama Harini

Times of India office in T Nagar.

S Y  Note for Aol Where: Wadras House, Lasya's
The treasure spots are Participants: experienceof a SR . sl el DS
- | . treasure hunt s st e - When:5at
connected to the heritage of This is not a walk-in trail. B hile discovering B | ‘ .
2 : Participants are selected P T ind S ) Ty s Time: 4pm
Madras, such as the first physical based on specific criteria, B ikl S D] - S
education college in Madras, and such as their previous iwiher'tﬂgﬂﬁﬁﬁ?a‘g Sy INARAVANA o :
one of the oldest furniture shops. Syciag sxpanianca PN R LAKSH Bal MUSIC GLOBALHERITAGE  |f youre
The clues will guide participants to levals Q | : GLO AL MUSIC FESTIVAL lookina f
these iconic locations % FESTIV Tamil stage play by kathagi 10 OKING TOI d

Towers, Venkatanarayana Road, T Nagar

Jugalbandi by Ramamurthy, followed by

Dr L Subramaniam and Carnatic concert by Rama k h
Ustad Amjad AliKhan ... Balachandhran = WOIKSNO

a e, CHRISTMAS THEME:
I/~ 7 FLUDART
nl O‘C JI n Where: Hundreds Bistro, Chetpet
= i §i AN When: Sun
ni 2 Time: 11.30am
2rinlhraﬂan :_ ~ = AP PR AR AR
eree ﬂ | ulon KOLLYWOOD DANCE
Wl WS el : WORKSHOP
T gy WHERE: ZIMMER
daldaYl T STUDIOS, THARAMANI
Y ' When: Sat
P _- e g Time: 6pm

BRAHMA GANA SABHA
Performances by Pooja N;i:ﬂ?:“ﬂ“- SRI
: hmanan, Shankar
amaniand Vgneshiswar  PARTHASARATHY
"""" Where: RR Sabha, Mylapore SWAMI SﬂBHA
e iy Sat Carnatic concert by
b oy L Dr R Suriya Prakash, V
Time: 115pm-6.15pm Deepika, V Nandhika, and

THE MUSIC ACADEMY Where: Vidya Bharathi,

Concert in the Dark
Date: December 22

- Subhashini e
S Time: 6.30pm to 8pm paprlf::;:amfilﬁirek s I - :::T;'at .....
Location: Naam Centre, T Nagar Anahita, Apoorva, and DrSSowmya | ..o

Praveen Kumar s

visit to a home for the underpriveleged or disa-
bled persons can invoke plentiful emotions ina

Time: 9am-6.45pm

person. But for pianist Anil Srinivasan, a visit BHARAT o 1
to Gnanadarshan Seva Home, a shelter for visually im- KALACHAR [ LN \
paired women and yvoung girls, invoked a responsibili- St parm
tv to spread awareness and do more than provide mon-
etary support. Thus, began Concert In The Dark. performance by Shobana ARMAAN MALIK

“1 began the initiative seven vears ago and [ be- Where: Bharat Kalachar, - LIVE IN
lieve that it is unigue as a concept, at least for India. T Nagar | CHENN Al
It’s a concept wherein I, as the main performer, as When: Sat e plnhmtotemisfirta
well as Krishna Kishor on percussion and Naveen SNt LA I - . ‘i SeTHEE S @ 08 R i Where: YMCA Royapettah
Napier on bass guitar, play blindfolded, which is merlpm O S When: Sun
very, very difficult for an ensemble,” says Anil.  ESS—— T B o I MRl SN B FICSL A =0 T 0000 Tlmeﬁpfm
“We literally put ourselves in the shoes of the ~ BH ARAT KAL ACH AR ‘
visually impaired. The audience is also invited to ~ s MA RG
sit in complete darkness. [ believe that by creating mfﬁ?&?‘-"-—ﬂ AZHI MAHDTSAV

a unique format like this, it would help people em- Margazhi performances by Rajhesh

' / / /Both the performersand the'audiences will Vaidhya, Soorya Gayathri, and

P B O e o e e e e o o o o B e o e o o o o A s o

pathise with the women,” he adds. ;‘F ’
He adds that pop duo and internet stars Kiran = be wearing blindfolded at this concert . . ¥ o =T - _ Rlarmel Valli If YOU e

and Nivi will be lending their voices for the event / i S, Where: Sri YGP Auditorium. SRI THYALGA . .

this year while 16-year-old Anandita Arun will AN - T Nagar i BR AHMA GANA n tE rEStEd in

open the ]}El'fﬂl'ﬂlElIIL‘E‘. S e Whmisun .............. 2 SABHA

HEEEACR - I'm very thrilled about the fact Time: 10am-115pm  pargazhi concert by Mallad thea tre
Tl | that Gen Z and Gen Alpha want S ey
T ——4 IY o to be part of this performance. It's KARTIK FINE ARTS a;“,;fs.anaaeg_ﬂﬁw?ﬂﬁﬁ._ MARGAZHI COMEDY
A= o e AT becoming a movement FESTIVAL Where: Vani Mahal, TNagar - GALATTA
' — Anil Srini Performances by Dr Jayaprada == fhen: SUN Tamil stage play ‘Marriage Made In
Ank Sewimasan Hamamuil;ldh;ilfrhakt[{li Mur;lidaran, 1= Tm:*r‘il.::;lvﬁﬁﬂpm """" Saloon’ featuring Maadhu Balaji
................... B meym A ' and Crazy Mohan
An experience in the dark... Where: Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Mylapore
When: Sat

“The first year | did it, the audience was not e i NAADA
kept in the dark. | realised thot it can be ' 2P INBAM
distracting, and therefore, from the second year + by Sunil R
onwards, we decided to place the audience Gonee e bt
under full darkness as well. It's usually very, THE MYLAPORE FINE Ga’%’-"?'ﬁ' i
very difficult for the members of the audience T s
to sit in pitch darkness without their phones. ARTS CLUB T?“““a’rj budiri
However, | believe that music can create a Carnatic concert by Swarathmika Srikanth, ~ Govindan Namhucirl
space where one can close their eyes and Dr Sanjay Subrahmanyan, R Ashwath Where: Raga Sudha
immerse themselves in this experience, and it is Narayanan, and Malladi Brothers Hall, Mylapore
com plel:el*,r j:rpnsfurmuﬁve as an experience,” @027 W-I.'.iél.';:mM;hPDl‘E Eine Arts Club  When:Sun
says Anil Srinivasan. R A | m,E,.r 53{ ﬁme: {ﬁam.ﬁjﬁpm
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Our country is diverse and
we must represent that In
cinema also: Payal Kapadia

Fice: Kiran Bosa

_Gopikals

aval Kapadia, director of this vear's

Grand Prix winner Alf We Imagine

As Light at the Cannes Film Festival,
spoke about how the diversity of the coun-
try must find representation in cinema at
the International Film Festival of Kerala
(IFFK). Payal discussed topics such as giv-
ing chances to marginalised filmmakers,
men in women's lives, cinema being a
collaborative effort and more,

Responding to whether women make
female-oriented films better, she said,
*All people have male and female sides in
them. The gaze depends on yvour politics
and who you are as a person.”

CONTINUEDON » 3

‘All We Imagine
, A\ | As Light was a
g People are Syl collaborative effort'
obsessed with 1 bbb A ity
' N Bl ve getherorag lie re
reels now. If's such Rl D filming, doing workshops. “For me,
a strong form of ~ too, it was a period of learning. How
self expression. As ;i: o ?ﬂ:{l’:{t ina u:lli':::I nguage Erl?éltdnn’t
filmmake rs, we have weren't in the script. One such scene
to acknowledge that worked so well that we put it in the
film. That's why | always say it's a
collaborative effort”

Made for
your Speeial
Moments
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THE GREAT
DIAMOND
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Launching the All-New Diamaond Jewellery Collection at The Great
UP TO | Diamond Sale! Discover a stunning range of the latest Diamond
% t designs that will captivate your heart. Each design is crafted for
' a special, memorable moment, allowing you to choose from a wide
% | selection of exquisite designs. Make your moments unforgettable!

. HAZAN

MAKING CHARGES | JEWELLERY

www.khazanajewellery.com
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Cathedral Road @ 28117046 | Usman Road, T. Nagar @ 24364501 I 2nd Avenue, Anna Nagar © 42631%00
100 Feet Bypass Road, Velachery @ 42163900. (Open on all days. Car parking available.)




S maes e miesornon,  ENTERTAINMENT

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘WATCHING FILMS
WITH MY MOTHER
INSPIRED ME IN'MY
FILMJOURNEY"

Payal noted that Indian

audiences are open to
“watching all kinds of
films. “We have a long

~ history of different
~ bodies of work. It's just
that now, because of the

Festivals are the

spaces for discourse.
There cannot be

CONTINUED FROM 1 democracy without b fﬁ” ]fgsf?ﬁhe;ﬁnﬂtj;éhﬂ
: r e andisc :
Payal continued, “Sometimes, even discourse. We lT'IUSf not she could smell the tobacco. Thisghus-
women may make a film that may have censorship in band had died when she was 55 and she
seem problematic, while men may spaces like had lived without him for many vears. She
make films that we connect to. That : didn’t even like him very much and at that
said, | always feel that women's works are festivals age, she felt he was coming back. That was
extremely under-represented. It is when you frustrating. I could see she was agitated and I
start giving a fair chance to filmmakers, that _ \° put that in my film. That's why I wrote about these
we will see different voices. Not just women, but  / /  men in women’s lives.”
even filmmakers of marginalised castes have i - Speaking about how social media facilitates a
!

s

been denied that chance. Our country is diverse. film’s reach among the audience, she said, “The

We must represent that in cinema also.” only way we have is to promote our films through
She spoke about exploring the impact men have social media. I had to join Twitter (now X) to pro-

on women's lives, whether in their presence or ab- mote my movie (laughs). In some other countries,

sence. “It's a recurring theme in my short films. I think a they give small grants to advertise films if we can’t afford

lot about the lingering ghosts of the men in women's lives.  it. We got that too.”

I come from a family where many women have been sin- Payal’s mother, Nalini Malani is one of the first video
EIE. but feel tied down h}’ this absent man. It'sa pl[}' and artistes in the country and her life has inspired her in
that shouldn’t be the case. My grandmother was in her many ways. Recalling her childhood days, Payal said, “It
late 90s and was losing her memory, and she would be was a real privilege. When you are a child, you don't real-

ise it, you just want to protest. My mother would always
take me to watch movies. In Mumbai, at that time, we used
to have a lot of documentary films, especially in spaces

‘I love films that are set in cities’ like Films Division. We used to go to watch Anand Pat-

There is something about cities, we love them and wardhan’s films and many others. I may not have under-
we hate them. | love city-based films. Even amongst stood everything but they stayed in my mind. Then, we
Satyajith Ray's filmography, my favourite is the would go to the second-hand bookshops where we would
Calcutta Trilogy, especially Pratidwandi. Then there is get art books for low price, near Churchgate. We could
Chantal Akerman's News From Home, Agnes Varda's return them, too, so we always went there. At that time,
Cleo From 5 to 7, Edward Yang's Taipei Story to name I didn't realise how important all of this was. It left such
a few of my favourites. a deep impression on my mind.”

Tabu to play the lead in a Telugu
thriller, her first in 16 years, next

T abu is ready to make a long-awaited comeback

to Telugu cinema as a lead actress after a

16-year break. The National Award-winning ac-
tress, who made her debut with the 1991 Venkatesh-
starrer Coolie No. 1, has appeared infrequently in
Telugu films over the vears. Although Tabu staged a
comeback with Ala Vaikunthapurramuloo (2020), her
last lead role was in Pandu Rangadu (2008). Chandra
Siddhartha, who had previously directed Tabu in the
2008 film Idhi Sangathi, is helming the film.

Sharing his excitement about collaborating with
Tabu again, Siddhartha shared, “We’ve been in
touch ever since, and she often asked about
interesting scripts. Recently, we developed a thrill-
er and I felt the story would be perfect for her. She
loved the plotline and said she'd be more than
pleased to be part of it.”

He added, “Tabu’s character is goingtobe a
revelation. She has played many interesting
characters but this is going to be something
that will showease a hitherto unseen side of
her. My writers Pulagam Chinnarayvana and
Patriketya are presently developing the script.
(Once it's finalised, we hope to go on floors in the
latter half of the year”

Tabu's character is going to
be a revelation. She has
played many interesting
characters but this is going to
be something that will showcase

a hitherto unseen side of her
- Chandra Siddhartha, director
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International newspaper

The Economist
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The Guardian

The Daily Telegraph
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Daily Record

Daily Mirror
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