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INDIA IS ATOP 10 DEEP TECH MARKET BUT
FACES A MAJOR FUNDING GAP, SAYS A REPORT

India has emerged as a top 10 global region for eep tech funding but faces
a significant gap compared to leading nations.

TBG NETWORK
NE Hi

‘ndia has emerged as
Ione of the top ten re-

gions in the world for
funding deep technology
startups However, the gap
in funding between India
and other leading nations
remains significant, high-
lighted a report by Speciale
Invest and Oister Global.
The report stated that
while Indian startups re-
ceived USD 3.4 hillion in
funding between 2016 and
2023, their counterparts
in China secured 12 times
‘more (USD376billion), and
those in the United King-
dom received four times as
much (USD 13.4 billion).
It said “Indian Deep Tech
sector has been among
the top 10 well-funded
deep tech regions in the
world The gap between
Indian deep tech fund-

TOP OF THE DAY

MEDTECH LINKS
HEALTHCARE
STAKEHOLDERS
lew Delhi : The MedTech
(medical technologyl industry
is not just a comp onent of
healthcare but is acting as
a catalyst to link patients,
poyors, providers, and requla-
s to create astronger and
nore equitable healthcare
system, stated Mo (Health)
Mt Anupriya Patel at the 21st
Health Summit of the Confed-
etation of Indian Industry (CII
Thursday. Addressing the
plenary session on “Charting
India’s MedTech Revolution:
ledTech Expansion roadmap
2047", the Minister said, "It
i this unique positioning of
edTech that holds the prom=
 of revolutionizing health-
Gre delivery and outcomes,
both in India and globally.”
Potel saidthat the medi-
1 device sectar in India
is recognizedas a sunrise
séctor because of its immense
growth potential driven by
E
h

e country’s increasing
alihcare needs, technologi-
1 innovations,

ing and other leading
nations is humongous”™
The United States leads the
global deep tech funding
landscape with a massive
USD 177.4 billion raised
during the same period.
China follows with USD
37.6 billion, while the UK,

France, and Sweden secured
USD 13.4 billion, USD 8.6
billion, and USD 78 billion,
respectively. Other coun-
tries in the top 10 include
Israel (USD 7.8 billion),
Germany (USD 62 billion),
Canada (USD 5.6 billion),
India (USD 3.4 billion),

and Japan (USD 3 hillion).
‘WhileIndia’s funding in the
sectoris still modest, there-
port noted that a growing
number of startups are scal-
ing up to higher valuations.
However, the country has
yet to witness large-scale
exits, such as significant ini-

Chhattisgarh CM Vishnu Deo Sai
inaugurates Raipur-Ambikapur flight service

TBG NETWORK
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai today
marked the launch of the
Raipur-Ambikapur air
travel route as a significant
achievement for the state,
calling it “a historic day.”
At the launch event, he em-
phasized the broad impact
the new service would have
on the state’s development.
“This will bring develop-
ment in the tourism, in-
dustrial, and economic sec-
tors,” Sai said, adding that
the new route would not
only improve connectivity
but also boost economic and
industrial growth, making it

pport, and emerging market
op portunities.

SHIMLA SNOWFALL
PREDICTED DEC 27
Shimla: Himachal Pradesh is
st 1o experience dry weather
in the coming days, with no.
stowfall expected across the
state, predicted the Indian
Meteorotogical Department
(IMD) on Thursday,IMD-

has forecast that an active
lestern disturbance will bring
iintry conditions to the region
ound December 27 and 28,
ikely leading to snowfallin
igher-altitude areas.

st parts of Himachal

adesh have remained dry
er the past 24 hours. How-
ever, regions like Bilaspur,
Mandi, Hamirpur, and Una,
wihere a cold wave warning
‘was issued, experienced cold
@nditions.

SJC NOTICES GURUD-
WARA DEMOLITIO

New Delhi : The Supreme
Court on Thursday issued
nbtice ona petition seek~
ing contempt proceed-
ifgs against officials of
Municipal Corparation of
Greater Mumbai in con-
nection with demolition of
diGurudwara. A bench of
justices BR Gavaiand KV
Viswanathan also directed
maintain the status
bio in the matter till the
pxt date of hearing and
sued notice to concerned
spondents in the matter.
e petitioner Pravin Jivan
alodra was

e
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asier for and tour-
ismto flourish in theregion.
CM Sai also responded to
Congress's protest against
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s comments regard-

ing Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.
“History should be seen
to know who actually in-
sulted Ambedkar ji,” Sai
remarked, defending the
BJP government's actions.
“The Congress government
did not consider putting up
a portrait of him in Parlia-
ment. Our government did
the work of conferring that
respect to him. Our govern-
ment built Panchteerth,” he

said, refexrmg to the memo-
rials dedicated to Ambed-
kar's legacy across India.
Regarding the ongoing
Naxal insurgency in Chhat-
tisgarh, CM Sai outlined
the state’s security achieve-
ments. “More than 220
Naxalites have been killed in
the past year, and more than
1500 have either surrendered
or been arrested,” he said.
mp2

tial public offerings (IPOs)
or acquisitions, which are
crucial for building inves-
tor confidence. These exits
play a pivotal role in at-
tracting more capital and
fostering innovation with-
in the deep tech ecosystem.
The report believed it is
only a matter of time before
India sees big exits in the
deep tech space. For this to
happen, the country needs
to build a robust ecosystem
that supports innovation,
investment, and scaling op-
portunities. Successful exits
will not only instil confi-
dence among investors but
also setthe stage for Indiato
bridge the funding gap and
compete with global lead-
ers in the deep tech sector.
India’s deep tech journey
has begun on a promising
note, and withthe right eco-
systemin place, the country
could soon play alargerrole
onthe globalstage.

RBI FLAGS RISING
SUBSIDIES

BY STATES AS
INCIPIENT STRESS

Universal Sompo and Sompo Care
partner on global health initiatives

TBG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Universal Sompo and Sompo
Care have been successfully
‘making collaborative efforts
at enhancing health and
wellbeing across borders,
in alignment with the Skill
India Mission. The project
under this collaboration is
beingimplemented through-
out 2024 and will continue
through 2025. This project
involves providing Indian
nursing care personnel with
nine months of comprehen-
sive training in India. Upon
completion of the training
and the acquisition of a resi-
dence status as a specified
skilled worker inJapan, these
professionals ean work as
full-time employees at Som-
po Care facilities in Japan.
The significant cost of train-
ing, including tuition fees
and living expenses, poses a
challenge for many aspiring
candidates. To address this
challenge, Universal Sompo
has stepped forward to sup-
port the “International Mo-
hility Program”. Until now,

this initiative supported 75
eligible healthcare work-
ers from India by providing
them with comprehensive
training in Japanese lan-
guage (Level N4) as well as
nursing care and offering
them rewarding careers in
Japan. The training is being
conducted by experienced
Japanese and Indian trainers,
delivered in an offline for-
mat at designated centres.
Sharad Mathur, MD &
CEO, Universal Sompo
General Insurance said,
“We are pleased to be part
of the Skill India Mission
along with SOMPO Care
Inc. The ‘International
Mobility Program’ will
boost the skills of Indian
healthcare personnel and
give them a chance to ex-
perience global culture.

This oppor tunity will help
them grow as individuals
and achieve great mile-
stones in their careers.
‘We wish them all the best
for this new journey.”
Speaking about the col-
laboration, Geetanjali Vi-
kram Kirloskar, Chairper-
son & Managing Director,
Kirloskar Systems Private
Limited said, “This part-
nershipisasignificant step
towards strengthening the
bond between India and
Japan. By addressing the
global demand for skilled
nursing professionals and
filling the gap in health-
care services, the Skill In-
dia Mission will empower
Indian nurses and contrib-
ute to the global healthcare
ecosystem.”

mp2

DAHD Secretary urges dairy federations
to adopt arculara economy practices

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Alka Upadhyaya, Secre-
tary, Department of Animal
Hushandry and Dairying
(DAHD), on Thursday, ad-
vised the dairy federationsto
work on circular economy in
the dairy sector and be pro-
actively involved in getting
the benefits in consultation
with National Dairy De-
velopment Board (NDDB).
During a review meeting on
Milk Situation in the coun-
try, Secretary stated that
during the Department’s
upcoming conference on
circularity in the Dairy
sector, every State should
come up with at least one
project on Biogas to join
the circularity movement.
She added that the move
will help in reducing the
carbon footprint of the

dairy sector and at the same
time also help in enhancing
income of Dairy Farmers.
The discussion also in-
cluded the use of water
within the dairy value chain
and approaches to ensure
its efficient utilisation.
It was pointed out that the
integration of automation
could lead to a consider-
able reduction in water
consumption at processing
plants, thereby aiding the
efforts of the National Water
Mission andthe National Ac-
tion Plan on Climate Change.
Upadhyaya emphasised that
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lm:ha holds the top position
globally in milk produc-
tion, generating approxi-
‘mately 239.3 million metric
tons in the year 2023-24.
She emphasized that Dairy
Federations should focus
on enhancing milk pro-
curement and increasing
the price paid to the farm-
ers, while also consider-
ing consumer interests.
Secretary DAHD said that
the overall milk situation
in the country is stable and
the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI) & Consumer Price
Index (CPI) with the year-

on-year inflation rates for
milk recorded at 2.09 and
2.85 respectively for the
month of November 2024.
There is an adequate com-
modity stock of Skimmed
Milk Powder, Whole Milk
Powder, White Butter, and
Ghee. At the same time,
there has been an improve-
ment in milk procure-
ment and milk procure-
ment prices over the year.
Secretary (DAHD) advised,
all Milk Federations to take
up active participation in
the Midday Meal and Inte-
grated Child Development
Services (ICDS) programs
of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development
(MoWCD) and the Ministry
of Human Resource Devel-
opment (MoHRD), as these
represent the largest insti-
tutional domestic market
for the dairy sector.

Advocate Soumya Priya-
rshinee.
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Reverie unveils RevUp, a voice API platform supporting 12 Indian languages
TBE NETWORK of choice onan OTT platform  personalization and bolster cus-
GALURU using short voice commands  tomer trustby integrating voice
rather than going thrcmvh a  capabilities in their processes.
To mark their 15th Foundation long list of r The Heal e sector can uti-
Year, Reverie Language Tech- The BFSI sector can expedite lise speech-to-text capabilities
nologies, leaders in Al first lan- loans processing and provide to transeript audio and video
guage technologies announces 24/7 customer support by har-  calls and analyse information
the launch of theirRevUp plat- nessing the power of Reverie’s  for both medical practitioners
form . The platform aims to multilingual voice based Ge- and patients. This is particular-
democratize Reverie's Voice 1Al bots that are powered by  lyrelevant in the Indian context
APIs like Speech to Text, Text deep learning algorithms, text-  where people interacton callsin
to Text and Speech to Speech to-speech, speech-to-text, and  various native languages. Rev-
technologies to serve the are- natural language processing  erie’s Speech-to-text API can
na of new tech profession- enabling them to handle both  transeript doctor consultations
als, be it developers, product routine and complex queries.  from one language to another
leads, OEMs or app builders. Reverie’srecent winat the Saha-  and generate a summary of the
At the back of Reverie’s voice —— mati (account aggregator) hack-  conversation with important de-
engineslie years of dataand do- clockmg over 20 lakh STT calls  BFSI, Healtheare, Education, Ecommerce stores can sim- athon showcased their voice  tailslike symptoms, medication,
main training for 12 Indian lan-  on a daily basis. Multilingual ~Hospitality, and E-commerce. plify and accelerate the cus-  bot capabilities to take consent  and future line of treatment en-
guages including Indian Eng-  Voice Interface is a fastemerg- Proven Use Cases tomer journey from search- for sharing financial datawith abling automatic generation of
lish. Reverie's APIsarealready  ingtrendand Reveriesvoiceca- through Reverie’s APIs ing for a product to easy cart lending BFSI companies. The prescription with all relevant
delivering population scaleuse  pabilities are poised tosupport By integrating multilingual fills. Viewers can quickly Sahamati use case demon- details after an online consulta-
ith their largest use cases across industrieslike  voice search capabilities search for a series or movie strated how BFSIscanbringin  tion saving considerable time.
(S
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AMIT SHAH: NAXALISM TO BE
ERADICATED BY MARCH 31, 2026

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has reaffirmed his commitment to
eradicate Naxalism from India by March 31, 2026.

TBG NETWORK
BASTAR

nion Home Minister

Amit Shah on Sun-

day reiterated his
resolve to “completely eradi-
cate” Naxalism from the
country by March 31, 2026.
Addressing the public dur-
ing the closing ceremony of
the Bastar Olympics-2024,
Shah highlighted the sig-
nificant progress in com-
bating Naxalism over the
past decade, citing a 73 per
centreduction in the deaths
of security personnel and
70 per cent decline in ci-
vilian casualties in regions
once dominated by Naxals.
“Inthelast10 years, we have

fought Naxalism on multi-
ple fronts. Today, there is a
73 per cent reduction in the
deaths of security personnel
and a 70 per cent decrease
in civilian deaths in areas
that havebeen Naxal strong-
holds since 1973, By March
31,2026, we will completely
eradicate Naxalism from the

country,” Shah asserted.
"The Home Minister credited
the enhanced effectiveness
of anti-Naxal operations
to the formation of a BJP
government in Chhat-
tisgarh. He remarked
that during the initial
five years, the campaign
lacked support from the

state government, but af-
ter the BJP assumed pow-
er, the operations gained
significant momentum.
“In the first year of the
BJP government in
Chhattisgarh, 287 Nax-
als were killed, 992 were
arrested, and 837 sur-
rendered,” Shah said.
He also appealed to
Naxals to surrender,
abandon their weap-
ons, and join the main-
stream to contribute to
the nation’s progress.
“I urge all Naxals to sur-
render, give up arms, and
become part of the main-
stream toworkfor the wel-
fare of the country. I can
proudly say that Chhat-

Shri Ram Mandir project in Ayodhya
wins ‘Sword of Honour’ for Safety’

TBG NETWORK
AYODHYA

The Ram Temple project’ of
the Shri Ram Janmaboomi
Temple in Ayodhya has
been awarded the ‘Sword
of Honour’ by the British
Safety Council, Chairman
Construction Commit-
tee Nripendra Misra said
in a statement on Sunday.
In a statement, Misra said
that this award was one of
the highest recognitions
in safety management
and that the British Safety
Council evaluates the safety
processes, practices, and
on-site activities during its
audits, and only those who
receive a five-star assess-
ment were eligible for the
“‘Sword of Honour” award.
“Shri Ram Mandir projectin
Ayodhya Dham has won the
prestigious ‘Sword of Hon-
our’ award given by British
Safety Council. Itisone of the
prestigious accolades in safe-
tymanagement. British Safe-
ty Council conducts the audit

“MDH Mere Gaon Ki Mitti” awareness campalgn reached in Nagaur; big announcements

T8G NETquK

MDH family’s Suresh Rathi
and the entire team warmly
welcomed the awareness
campaign “Mere Gaon Ki
Mitti” Shuddh Ugao, Shud-
dh Khilao, which reached
Nagaur from Delhi to make
the farmers of the country
aware of the ill effects of pes-
ticides and how to increase
the income along with the
quality of the crop. On this
occasion, Suresh Rathi made
very important announce-
ments for the farmers of the
country. He said that MDH
will pay an extra price over
and above the market rate
to those farmers whose pro-
duce will be in accordance

ofthe process, practices, and
finally on-site activity assess-
ments,” the statement read.
Larsen and Toubro, the
company responsible for
the construction of the
temple, was also awarded
a ‘Golden Trophy’ by the
National Safety Council for
its safety measures dur-
ing the construction pro-
cess, the statement added.
The temple has been built
under close coordination
between Larsen and Tou-
bro and Tata Consulting
Engineers, with effective
supervision by the Con-
struction Committee of
Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

with the foreign market and
the country's set marketstan-
dards and in which almost
no pesticides will be found.

Suresh Rathi said that MDH
Group will buy TPM quality
curmin at15% more price than
normal cumin and fenugreek
leaves at 20% more than
market price. Along with
this, Rathi said that MDH
Group Chairman Rajiv Gu-
lati wishes that the facility
of pesticide testing should
be available in Nagaur at the
time of erop purchase, for
whichan appeal was madeto
the Rajasthan Government,
District Administration, and
ICAR for necessary coop-
eration in setting up the lab.
Chairman of Rajasthan

The statement stated that
the construction of the first
and second floors, includ-
ing the Shikhar (spire) of
the temple, was in its final
phase, with completion
expected by June 2025,
The temple is being built
using Bansi Paharpur stone
from Rajasthan, with a total
ofapproximately 15 lakh cu-
bic feet of stone, along with
significant marble clad-
ding, the statement added.
Earlier this year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
led rituals at the Pran
Pratishtha ceremony in
the sanctum sanctorum
of the Shri Ram Janma-
boomi Temple of Ram Lalla.
The magnificent Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Mandir is con-
structed in traditional Naga-
rastvle Itslength east wes()

feet,and itsheight s 161 feet,
and it is supported by a total
of 392 pillars and 44 doors.
The pillars and walls of the
temple showease intricately
sculpted depictions of Hindu

Kisan Aayog and former
MP CR Chaudhary said that
MDH's awareness campaign
has to be made a campaign
of public awareness so that
every farmer of the coun-
try becomes aware and the
common people get healthy

deities, gods, and goddesses.
In the main sanctum sancto-
rum on theground floor, the
childhood form of Bhagwan
Shri Ram (the idol of Shri
Ramlalla) has been placed.
The main entrance to the
Mandir is situated on the
eastern side, which can be
approached by ascending
32 stairs through the Singh
Dwar. There are a total of
five Mandaps (Halls) in the
Mandir: Nritya Mandap,
Rang Mandap, Sabha Man-
dap, Prathana Mandap,
and Kirtan Mandap. Near
the Mandir is a historic well
(Sita koop), dating back
to the ancient era. In the
southwestern part of the
Mandir complex, at Kuber
Tila, the ancient Mandir of
Bhagwan Shiv has been re-
stored, along with the instal-
lation of a statue of Jatayu.
‘The foundation of the Man-
dir has been constructed
with a 14-meter-thick layer
of roller-compacted concrete
(RCC), giving it the appear-
ance of artificial rock.

food. Nagaur Dlsmtt Mag-
istrate Arun Kumar Purohit
assured that the administra-
tion is ready to provide all
possible helpfor the pesticide
lab test. Arun Kumar said
that Nagaur's Kasuri Methi is
known all over the world for

tisgarh’s surrender policy
is the most attractive in
the country,” he added.
Earlier in the day, Shah
reiterated the commit-
ment of the Centre and
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment to eliminate Naxal-
ism. He commended the
Chhattisgarh Police for
their achievements in
the fight against Naxals.
Shah arrived in Chhat-
tisgarh on Saturday for a
three-day visit, scheduled
from December 14 to 16
During his visit, he will
chair a high-level secu-
rity review meeting in the
state capital, Raipur, toas-
sess the security situation
and related developments.

Uttarakhand CM Dhami thanks PM
Modi for UCC emphasis in parliament

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on
Sunday expressed gratitude
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for highlighting the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
and presenting 11 commit-
ments for the nation during
his speech in the Lok Sabha,
Dhami noted that Uttara-
khand has already passed
the UCC hill under the guid-
ance of PM Modi and feels
honoured to have initi-
ated its implementation.
“Ithank the Prime Minister
for discussing the Uniform
Civil Code and outlining his

-

The Chief Minister also em-
phasised the BJP and NDA's
commitment to upholding
the Constitution and re-
specting the nation’s values.
“When PM Narendra Modi
was speaking in the Lok
Sabha, Congress leaders ap-
peared unsettled, and this
deserves criticism... BJP and

UL
. |

been enshrined in Article 44
of the Constitution,” he added.
On Saturday, PM Modi re-
iterated his government's
determination to imple-
ment the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC), asserting that
efforts were being made
with “full force” to estab-
lish a “Secular Civil Code.”

11 promises for the nation. NDA are known for their  Participating in the Lok Sab-
Uttarakhand has already — unwavering faith in the Con-  ha discussion on the ‘Glori-
passed the UCC bill under  stitution and their respect ousJourney of 75 Yearsof the
the guidance of PM Modi.  for the country’s principles  Constitution of India,’ the
We feel privileged that the  and values. Asfor the UCC,  Prime Ministernoted thatthe
process of impl in, basahet bedkar had  idea of a Uniform Civil Code
the UCC in the country be- dforaUni- hadbeen uponby
gan with our state,” he said. ~ form Civil Code, which has  theConstituent Assembly.

London Organisation of Skills Development’s
Transformational Event in the USA in December 2024

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

USA.London Organisa-
tion of Skills Develop-
ment (LOSD) will host a
landmark event at the Sci-
ence Center in Cambridge,
MA, USA. Led by Prof.
Dr. Parin Somani, CEO
and Director of LOSD, the
gathering aims toi m§p1.re

teadership and innovation.
*LOSD Excellence Awards

- Recognising out-
standing contributions.

personal and profe

e
Reach Your True Potential.
Seven Transformation-
al Initiatives of LOSD:
« Global Research Con-
ference and Journal -
Sharing groundbreak-
ing research globally.
» LOSD Publishing House
- Supporting intellectual
growth through publishing.
«Skillflex - A cutting-edge
online learning platform.
+Skillcast Podcast -
Informative discus-
sions on key topics.
~LOSDSkills Live - Talks on

its fragrance, mlon and taste.
ICAR Director Dr. Vinay
Bhardwaj said that MDH's
initiative ‘Mere Gaon Ki Mitt
isa commendable step. If the
farmer grows agricultural
products with less pesticide,
then he will definitely get

«Skill-Up Wellbeing Re-
treat -~ Combining skill-
building with balance.
Event Highlights:
The four-day event inchudes
the LOSD Networking Ex-
perience in Boston, where
global leaders and innova-
tors engage in meaningful
dialogue across industries.
On December 7-8, LOSD
Skills Live 2024 featured
inspiring 8-10-minute
talks by experts on entre-
preneurship, leadership,
emotional intelligence, and
technological innovation.
Chief Guest H.E. Baron

the best price for the crop,
and the elements of the soil
of the field will also remain
intact. The only need is for
the farmer to be aware, and
ICAR is with “Mere Gaon
ki Mitti” a noble cause.
The total export of spices from
India in the year 2023-24 is
$4.46 billion, which shows
that f the spice industry and
the government together
educate the farmers about
pesticides, then by 2030 the
Indian spice business can be
worth $20 billion. That is, a
5-fold increase in S years. Ra-
jasthan has an excellent crop
of Jeera, Lal Mirch, Dhaniya,
Methi Dana, and Methi Pat-
ta. The farmer also wants
his products to be sold at a
fair price in foreign markets.

Alec Stern, Worshipful
Mayors Cllr Salim Chow-
dhury (Harrow) and Clir
Mohammad Amirul Islam
(Enfield), and Guestof Hon-
our Jesmin Chowdhury
(Harrow) and Rokshana
Afroze (Enfield) joined
Dr. Parin Somani and 50+
speakers to share insights
on overcoming challeng-
es and driving growth.
At the Global Research
Conference (GRC) 2024,
10 researchers discussed
“Generative Al for a Green
and Inclusive Future.”
Notable presentations
included Guests of Hon-
our Dr. Hari Krishna
Maram and Dr. Shivam
Arun Kumar Patnaik,

Sharad Rathi said that MDH
already processes only low-
pesticide spices, because Ra-
jiv Gulati, Chairman, MDH
following the ideals of his
father, the late Mahashay
Dharampal Gulati, is com-
mitted to social work along
with providing the highest
quality spices to the society.
Now the time has come that
more and more farmersof the
country should give up pesti-
cides, adopt natural agricul-
tural techniques, and join the
campaign for pesticide-free
crops. In this direction, the
Mere Gaon Ki Mitti Jagrukta
Abhiyan has been started in
the direction of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modji’s dream
of organic India. This Rath
will make the farmers of the

keynote speaker Dr. Yu-
suf Oluwaseyi Olayinka,
and preliminary speak-
er Dr. Debra Marock
The LOSD Excellence
Awards 2024 recognised
23 exceptional individu-
als for contributions
across social, education-
al, and business fields.
LOSD also launched the
Coffee Table Book: 25
Global Thought Leaders
of the Year 2025 and A
Book of Gratitude, edited by
Dr. Parin Somani and Mar-
tha Davidson, showcasing
24 authors’ transformation-
al stories of thankfulness.
Join the Journey
This transformational
event offers unique oppor-
tunities for networking,
inspiration, and growth.
Registration is now open
for LOSD's next event,
March 9-11, 2025, in Cam-
bridge, UK. For details, visit
wwwilosd.couk or contact
admin@losd.couk.

for farmers

whole country aware of the
ill effects of pesticides, and
agricultural scientists will
tell them how to get qual-
ity erops without pesticides.
On this occasion, the Addi-
tional District Magistrate of
Nagaur, Champalal Jinagar;
Director of ICAR-NRCSS
Ajmer, Dr. Vinay Bhardwaj;
Secretary of Krishi Upaj
Mandi, Raghunathram
Chaudhary; Senior Seientist
of Agricultural Science from
ICAR-NRCSS Ajmer, Dr.
Ravindra Singh; Senior Sci-
entist of Entomology from
ICAR-NRCSS Ajmer, Dr.
Krishna Kant Gupta; Chief
Medical and Health Officer
JugalKishore Saini; and Rupa
Mehta from Market Times
were present in the program.

DAHD Secretary urg

During the meeting , the initiatives under-
taken by the State Milk
as Amul (Gujarat), Nandini (Karnataka),

crations such

based Manure Value Chain model), the Banaskantha
Model (Dung based large capacity biogas plant to produce

Bio CBG and Organic Fert;

zer) and the Varanasi Model

(Dung based large capacity biogas plant to suffice Steam

and Power needs of Dairy Plant), the Ministry of
ies, Animal Husbandry and D;
These biogas plants are gi

her-
ving added in a release.
ng a boost to the cir-

using voice umlnldnds in native Indian lan-

guages. There i

a pressing need for businesses

to digitally transform their channels to cater to
non-English speaking Indians. We're thrilled to

launch RevUp -

a self-serve Voi
which gives easy access to Re

- API platform
ready to use

s

APIs and empowers developers with an API

guages including Hindi, Bengali, Marathi,
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Gujarati,
Odia, and Assamese to name a few

Punjal

* Speech-to-Text and Tex

for high-accur

ral-sounding voice synthesis for Indian lan-
guages, enabling localised voice interactions

-to-Speech APIs
ption and natu-

Saras (Rajasthan), and Megha (Jharkhand)

were commended, and it was recommended that
other Federations should undertake similar efforts.
DAHD is also consistently collaborating with
MoWCD and MoHRD to promote the inclusion
of milk in the Midday Meal and ICDS programs.
It was observed that cc tothe production, con-
sumption of processed dairy has increased by 20 per cent.
During the review, a presentation on Circular Econ-
omy was made by NDDB highlighting the interven-
tions made in the area with respect to the dairy sector.
Inits presentation, the National Dairy Development Board
demonstrated three models of bio gas generation namely
the Zakariyapura Model (The Household level biogas-

cular economy by promoting sustainable green
fuel energy and producing organic fertilizers.
Till date more than 27000 houschold biogas plants have
been installed in 19 states across the country under vari-
ous schemes/ CSR initiatives/ through NDDBsupport etc.

Reverie unveils RevUp

n dian market comes with its unique chal-

lenges. With smartphones and internet pen-
etration many native language speaking Indians
are now accessing information on the internet

Vivekananda Pani, Co-founder Reverie

playground to explore multiple APIs based on
specific use cases. RevUp will be a game-changer
in the way language technolog mplemented
and utilised. It will take us closer to our mission
of impacting 500+ million Indians daily and be
the language technology platform of choice.”
The key features that make RevUp a great e
perience for developers and product leads:
* Free credits to test the platform’s various APIs
* Dedicated API Playground where us-
can test all APIs (STT, TTS, NMT, NLP)
* SDKs, ready API keys and code ex-
amples to integrate the APIs in no time
* End-to-end API support for 12+ Indian lan-

e

* Extensive library of FAQs and trouble-
shooting guides enabling users to solve com-
mon issues quickly and independently
Multilingual platforms built using RevUp will be
capable of identifying intent, entity, negative and
positive sentiment, inappropriate or harmful con-
tent, and automatically detect and redact sensitive
Personally Identifiable Information (PID) from text.
Developers can get first-hand experience of Re-
vUp (https://revup.reverieinc.com) by setting up
an account for free with generous its on sign-
up. They can track usage and progress with our
smart dashboard and get access to our detailed
documentation and integration guides.




WWW.BUSINE SSGUARDIAN.IN

THE BUSINESS GUARDIAN
FRIDAY [20 DECEMBER 2024

NEW DELHI

bl BU4LL S

NIELSENIQ APPOINTS JOE ELLIS AS

MANAGING DIRECTOR FOR INDIA

NielsenIQ (NIQ) has announced the appointment of Joe Ellis as the new
Managing Director for its India business.

TBG NETWORK
MUMBAL

ielsenlQ (NIQ) has
announced the ap-
pointmentofJoe Ellis

as the new Managing Direc-
tor forits Indlia business. This
announcement follows a year
after NIQ and GfK merged
to form the world's largest
consumer intelligence firm,
with significant investments
in omnichannel coverage,
business intelligence tools,
and predictive analytics.
This appointment highlights
NIQ's commitment to its
India unit, which operates
three regional commercial
offices, and includes the
world’s largest traditional
trade measurement panel as
part of its offerings. Across
its local business and Global
Capability Centers, NIQ em-
ploys over 10000 associates
inIndia.

Aseasoned industry veteran,
Joe has held several pivotal
leadership roles during his
25-year career at NielsenIQ.
He began his journey at the
Westport (USA) office and
has since led multiple re-
gionaland global verticals.

NielsenlQ

|

“Wehave longstanding partnershipswith many of the largest
companies in India built over balf a century. We continueto
growand evolve alongwith our clients. We are also proud of
our talent, our capabilities, and my roleis to ensurewe staya
step abeadin belping our clients achieve their growth objectives
with ourworld class suite of products and services, " said Joe.

Based in Mumbai, Joe's expe-
rience includes two previous
assignments in India, where
he established the company’s
proprietary simulated test
marketing division, BASES,
in 2004, and later spear-
headed the expansion and

JSW Infrastructure targets 400
MTPA cargo-handling capacity

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

JJSW Infrastructure Limit-
ed (JSWIL), part of the J[SW
Group aims to expand its
cargo-handling capacity to
400 million tonnes per an-
num (MTPA) by financial
year (FY) 2030, the com-
‘pany said on Thursday.
India’s second-largest pri-
vate port operator stated
that it has an estimated
Capex of Rs 30,000 crores
for FY25-30 to achieve 400
million tonnes per annum
capacity which will drive
capacity expansion.

The company has under-
taken key initiatives which
include Brownfield proj-
ects: Goa, Dharamtar, and
Jaigarh capacity improve-
ments. New ports at Jatad-
har, Keni, and Murbe are
examples of greenfield de-
velopments, the company
stated.
JSWILhasstrengthened its
end-to-end logistics solu-
tions through acquisitions
such as Navkar Corpora-
tion and a slurry pipeline
project, as per the company.
JSWIL further added that
it has made significant
progress in diversifying its
customer base. The share of
third-party cargo increased
fromSpercentinFY19to 48

per cent in the first half of fi-
nancial year 2025 (IHFY25).
It aims for an equal mix of
group and third-party cus-
tomers, enhancing opera-
tional stability and profit-
ability, [SWIL added.

The company stated that
JSW Infrastructure Limit-
ed has committed to curtail
its direct GHG emissions
and achieve net neutrality
by 2050 to combat global
warming and climate
change.

Commenting on the com-
pany’s vision, Rinkesh Roy,
Joint MD and CEO, JSW In-
frastructure said: “We are
committed to developing a
robust, efficient and inte-
grated ports and logistics
ecosystem that aligns with
India’s economic growth
andinfrastructure develop-
ment goals.

By prioritizing capacity ex-
pansion and diversifying
our customer and product
profiles, I am confident we
will deliver substantial long-
termvalue to our stakehold-
ers.”

Lalit Singhvi, CFO and
‘Whole Time Director, JSW
Infrastructure said: I am
excited to share that JSWIL's
robust financial foundation,
with a solid balance sheet
and zero net debt, fuels our
ambitious expansion plans.

digitization of NIQ's retail
measurement services in
2013.

“The pace of change in India
isunprecedented. With a di-
verse economic base, a vast
untapped consumer market,
a significant demographic

advantage, rapid digitization,
substantial FDIinflowsanda
deeply ingrained spiritofin

“We have longstanding part-
nerships with many of the
largest companies in India
‘built over half a century. We
continue to grow and evolve
alongwithourclients. Weare
also proud of our talent, our
capabilities, and my role is to
ensure we stay a step ahead
in helping our clients achieve
‘their growth objectives with
ourworld classsuite of prod-
ucts and services,” Joe fur-
theradded.

NielsenIQ (NIQ) is the
world’s leading consumer
intelligence company, de-
livering the most complete
understanding of consumer
‘buying behavior and reveal-
ingnew pathways to growth.
NIQ combined with GfK in
2023, bringing together the
‘two industry leaders with
unparalleled global reach.
Today NIQ has operations
in 95+ countries represent-
ing 97% of the world’s GDP.
‘With a holistic retail read
and the mostcomprehensive

novation and ent
ship, India is an energizing
and exciting market for us,”
Joe Ellis, Managing Director
-India, NielsenIQ.

ights-delivered
with advanced analytics
through state-of-the-art
platforms-NIQ delivers the
Full View ™.

Future economic indicators will
decide Fed’s next steps: UBS

Vo

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Federal Reserve's next
steps on interestrates willbe
guided by economic data, ac-
cording to a report by UBS.
‘While the major global mar-
Ketsreacted negatively to the
change in rate cut cycles by
Fed for next year the report
noted that Fed will continue
to monitor the economic
conditions and various data
before taking any step.

It said, “We believe the Fed
remains data-dependent,
and future economic indi-
cators will continue to play
asignificant role in shaping
the US central bank’s next
steps”.

The report noted that key
indicators, such as the per-
sonal consumption expendi-
tures (PCE) price index, will
playacritical rolein shaping
the central bank’s policy.
The PCE index, whichis the
Fed's preferred measure of
inflation, isset to be released
this Friday.

The report however expects
inflation to moderate in the
months ahead, which could
influence the Fed’s policy
outlook. Additionally, jobs
data will remain a signifi-

o

cant factor as the central
bank evaluates the strength
of the labour market and
overall economic resilience.
The report highlighted
positive trends in the US
economy. It pointed to re-
silient economic activity,
Tower borrowing costs, and
broader earnings growth as
supportive factors for the fi-
nancial markets.

It emphasized the increas-
ing monetization of artifi-
cialintelligence (AI) and the
possibility of greater capital
market activity, especially
under a potential second
‘Trump administration, as
contributing to a favourable
environment for US equi-
ties.

o)

Although the Fed indicated
thatthe pace of rate cuts may
be slower than previously
expected, however, it said
‘thatthe broader direction to-
‘wards easing rates remains
clear, offering some clarity
for investors navigating the
current economic climate.

‘The report also mentioned
that iny should deploy

India’s Solar manufacturing to grow
with Rs 1lakh crore Capex

IF'\"NNDEE"':'?RK GW. on Chinese cells and mod-
S Thegrowthinsolarcapac- ulesrespectively; effective
India’s solar equipment ity in the medium term from April 01,2022,
manufacturing capacityis  willbedrivenbyanannual The duty remains a key
poised for healthy growth  tenderingtargetofSO GW  toolin enhancing the cost-
over the next 2-3 years, renewableenergy capacity — competitiveness of domes-
entailing a capex of nearly  through renewableenergy  tic modules.

Rs 1lakh crore, asserted  implementing agencies, “The solar equipment
CareEdge Ratings. with the majority expect- manufacturing sector
Of that Capex, an estimat-  ed from solar, the rating  has several tailwinds in-
ed debt funding of nearly ~ agencysaidinthereport.  cluding healthy domestic
Rs70,000 croreisexpect-  Significant capacityaddi- demand prospects, ris-
ed over the mediumterm, tions of 20 GW will come  ing export opportunities,
including investments in  from rooftop solar, hybrid ~ proactive policy support,
polysilicon and wafer ca-  solar components,andoff- and improved lenders’
pacities, the rating agency ~ grid solar over thenext2-3  appetite for RE projects,”
said inareport Thursday.  years. said Jatin Arya, Director,
India’s renewable energy  The government is proac-  of CareEdge Ratings.
capacity stood at 155 Giga-  tive in its policy - itsup- However, Arya argued
wattas of September2024, ports theindustry through that lack of integrated so-
with the solar segmentbe-  tariff and non-tariff barri-  lar equipment capacity,
ing the largest contributor  ers to drive demand for  supply chain dependence
at91 GW, thanks tosignif-  Indian players. on China, increasing com-
icant capacity additions  To safeguard domestic  petitive intensity, and de-
over the past 7-8 years. cells and modules against  lay in renewable energy
Therisingshare of renew-  the predatory pricing of  capacity additions due to
ableenergy capacityisdue  Chinese counterparts, the ~ systemic issues are some
to strong policy focus,im-  governmentimposedaBa- headwinds that remain
proving tariff competitive-  sic Customs Duty (BCD)of — monitorable over the me-
ness, and strong investor 25 per centand4O0 percent  dium term.

interest. == 2 =
‘While India installed 18.5 3 f

GW of renewable energy

capacity in 2023-24, Ca-
reEdge Ratings expects
the annual installations
to surpass 35 GW over the
next two years, primar-
ily supported by a healthy
pipeline of more than 100

SISL Infotech Empanelled by EDCIL to
Drive Digital Transformation

TBG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

SISL Infotech, a leading IT solutions and
services provider, is thrilled to announce
its empanelment by EdCIL (India) Lim-
ited, a Mini Ratna Category-I CPSE under
the Ministry of Education, Government of
India. Through this prestigious partner-
ship, SISL Infotech will deliver cutting-
edge Managed Cloud Services powered by
Google Cloud to educational institutions,
universities, and government education
bodies across India.

Asa trusted technology partner, SISL Info-
techaims to revolutionize the education sec-
tor by enabling institutions to adopt state-
of-the-art digital infrastructure. Leveraging
Google Cloud’s robust, secure, and scalable
platform, SISL Infotech is poised to drive
transformative outcomes in four key areas:
“Modernizing I'T: Streamline operations,
reduce costs, and enable scalability with
cloud-firststrategies.

*Enhancing Collaboration: Foster seamless
communication and teamwork through
Google Workspace tools.

% lerating Research: Harnessad d

excess cash into high-quality
and diversified fixed-income
strategies, select equity in-
come strategies, and struc-

ahalylics andmachineleanting capabilities
to power innovative research.
*Elevating Learning: Enable engaging, im-

turei
These investments may of-
fer income generation and
portfolio diversification,
as lower interest rates will
likely erode returns on cash
next year.

ches.

Quick and Easy Personal Loans with OneScore App

TBGNETWORK
PUNE

Personal loans offer a
swift financial solution for
various needs, providing
borrowers quick access to
funds anytime, anywhere.
These loans ensure fast
processing and approval,
often within hours. Bor-
rowers benefit from flex-
ibility, as no collateral is re-
quired, and the application
process is straightforward.
A good credit score plays a
vitalrole in securinginstant
personal loans with favour-
able terms. Borrowers can
leverage tools like the One-
Score App to monitor and
improve their credit scores
effortlessly. With better
credit health, customers
can also access loans of up
to Rs. 5 Lakh quickly and

seamlesslywith the app.
Why Choose an Instant
Personal Loan?

These loans providea prac-
tical solution for customers.
inneed of capital. Here are
afew personal loan benefits
that borrowers can look
forward to:

* Borrowers can use the
funds for various personal
financial needs

* Ensures quick access to
money when required

* Provides a lump-sum
amount for larger expenses
* Features lower interest
rates compared to credit
cards

* Offers higher borrowing
limits than credit cards

* Allows flexible repayment
terms tosuit borrowers

# Timely payments can im-
prove credit scores

Can| Take a Personal
Loan and Home Loan
atthe same time?

one

score

* Featuresa simpleand has-
sle-freeapplication process
* Comes with predictable
‘monthly repayment sched-
ules

* Requires no collateral,
making it stress-free

To make the most of these
benefits, borrowers are in-
creasingly turning to loan
apps for seamless access to
funds. Understanding how
these apps work can help
streamline the borrowing
experience.
Understanding Personal

Loan Apps

These apps offer a conve-
nient and efficient way to
secure funds quickly. How-
ever, borrowers must first
understand their function-
ality, benefits and potential
drawbacks before making
adecision.

‘When to Use

Before opting for one of
these apps, borrowers
should consider the follow-
ing questions:

Is immediate access to
funds recuired?

If so,instant loan apps pro-
videone of the fastestmeth-
ods for securing finaneial
assistance.

Can the borrower manage
higher interest rates?

It is important to assess
whether the loan can be
repaid comfortably, con-
sidering the added cost of
interest.

Is the app trustworthy?
Borrowers should choose
RBI-approved, reputable
platforms to ensure reli-
able loan terms and avoid
potential scams.

‘Which App to Use

‘When selectinga loan app,
borrowers should prioritise
the following aspects for a
seamless experience

* Review user ratings and
feedback to ensure the
app's trustworthiness,

mersive, and accessible digital learning ex-

i for stud; d ed alike.
Speaking on this milestone, Hitesh Bhalla,
Lead - Cloud Sales at SISL Infotech, said,
“We are excited to partner with EACIL and
Google Cloud to transform the way Indian
educational institutions operate. With the
power of the cloud, our mission is to help

institutions enhance efficiency, foster col-
laboration, and deliver impactful educa-
tionalexperiences.”

Shobhit Kapoor, Head - Cloud Business at
SISL Infotech, added, “This partnership is
a to SISL Infot i
todriving digital transformation in India’s
education sector. By leveraging Google
Cloud’s advanced technologies, we will em-
power institutions to embrace innovation,
streamline their processes, and set new
henchmarks in education delivery.”

This 1 by EACIL a
significant step forward in SISL Infotech’s
journey to shape the future of education
through technology. By integrating Google
Cloud's leading-edge solutions, SISL In-
fotech will provide institutions with the
tools and capabilities to meet the demands
of modern education, including improved
scalability, cost-effectiveness, and security.
A Shared Vision for India’s Education Sec-
tor

Through its collaboration with EACIL and
Google Cloud, SISL Infotechis uniquely po-
sitioned to deliver solutions that align with
the government’s vision of a digitally em-
powered education system. As part of this
initiative, SISL Infotech will work closely
with institutions to:

*Implement cloud-based learning manage-
ment systems.

*Support faculty with advanced training
programs.

* Enable seamless adoption of hybrid and
remote learning models.

* Drive the adoption of analytics-driven
decision-making to improve institutional
outcomes.

Workindia Report Highlights Gender-Specific
Trends in Blue-Collar Workforce for 2024 -
Telecalling for Women, Delivery for Men

TBG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

WorkIndia, a leading platform in tech-
enabled hiring solutions, has unveiled
theannual data on job postings, offering a
comprehensive analysis of sector specific
trends, candidate preferences and recruit-
ment activities across India. According to
25,000000 job postings between January
and December 2024, Delhi emerged as the
city with the highest number of opportuni-
ties, accounting for an impressive 420,083
listings. Meanwhile, tele-calling stood out
as the leading sector with 270,526 postings.
The data reveals interesting demo-
graphic and sector-wise trends, with
delivery jobs topping the charts for
postings that prefer male candidates,
while telecalling emerged as the sector
with the highest preference for women.
Among job titles, field sales executive re-
corded the highest demand, with 50,690
postings, highlighting its critical role
across industries. The report also noted

that twelfth-grade qualification remains
the most preferred by employers, em-
phasizing its value in the job market.
Thereportalso provided an insight into the
interaction between candidates and recruit-
ers. During the year, 17673568 WhatsApp
messages were exchanged, while 25,720,120
calls were made from the candidate’s end,
highlighting the active communication
between both parties. Candidates submit-
ted an impressive 29,592,283 job applica-
tions, with back-office roles leading in job
view. The back-office sector scored high
in fresher engagement, with 5,827,713 ap-
plications. These metrics showcase the
immense popularity and demand for
back-office positions across the country.
The report further analysed candidate be-
haviour within the first 30 days of registra-
tion, revealing that the average call duration
is 5.9 minutes, while candidates made an
average of three calls and sent approximate-
ly 4 WhatsApp messages during the same
period.
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RBI FLAGS RISING SUBSIDIES BY

STATES AS INCIPIENT STRESS

Bl Subsidies provided by the states include farm loan waivers, free/subsidised services
and cash transfers to farmers, youth and women.

TDG NETWORK.

e Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on
Thursday termed in-

creasing spending by states

on subsidies as an “incipient

stress” and called for ratio-

nalisation of such outgoes.
The central bankinareport

‘State Finances: A Study of

Budgets of 2024-25' said that

thestatesneed to containand

rationalise their subsidy out-
goes so that such spending
does not crowd out more
productive expenditure.
Subsidies provided by the
states include farm loan
waivers, free/subsidised
services (like electricity to
agriculture and households,
transport, gascylinders) and
cash transfers to farmers,
youth and women.
Subsidies, sometimes
termed freebies in political
discourse, are beingresorted

W States offer subsidies
like farm loan waivers,
free services, and cash
transfers, often ahead of
elections.

W High subsidy spend-
ing risks crowding out
resources for critical
infrastructure and devel-
opment.

W RB| urges states to focus
on fiscal consalidation
and redirect funds to-
wards health, education,
and ruralinfrastructure.

by political parties, specially
ahead of polls.

Several states have an-
nounced sops pertaining
to farm loan waivers, free
electricity to agricultureand
households, free transportto
a section of people, allow-
ances to unemployed youth

W States have improved fis-
cal discipline, maintain-
ing a gross fiscal deficit
below 3% of GDP for
three years.

and monetary assistance to
women.

“Such spending could
crowd out the resources
available to themand ham-
per their capacity to build
critical social and economic
infrastructure. High debt-
GDP ratio, outstanding

Coal import plunges by 3.1%
during Apr-Oct’24

TDG NETWORK
INEW DELHI

India’s coal imports during
the April-October period of
financial year 2024-25 wit-
nessed a major decrease of
3.1per cent, reaching 14939
million tonnes (MT) com-
pared to 154.17 MT in the
corresponding period of
last year, the Coal Ministry
stated on Thursday.
Additionally, the min-
istry added that the state
non-regulated sector (other
than power) witnessed a
more significant drop of 8.8
per cent during Apr-Oct’24
as compared to the same
period of last year.
Pointing out the growth
in coal-based power gen-
eration, the ministry stated
that although there was a
significant growth of 3.87
per cent in coal-based pow-
er generation from April
2024 to October 2024 com-
pared to the same period
last year, imports for blend-
ing purposes by thermal
power plants decreased

substantially by 19.5 per
cent during the same pe-
riod.

“India, despite possess-
ing the fifth-largest coal
reserves globally, faces a
significant shortfall in cer-
tain coal types, particularly
coking coal and high-grade
thermal coal, which are not
adequately available from
domestic sources. This gap
in supply necessitates coal
imports to sustain key in-
dustries, including steel
production, and to meet the
growing energy demand,”
the Coal Ministry added in
arelease.

Moreover, coal pro-

US stock markets
tanked on rate cut

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON

The US Federal Reserve
in continuing the rate cut
cycle cut the interest rate
by 25 basis points, accord-
ing to an official statement
following the key FOMC
meeting:

The US Federal Reserve
haslowered its target range
for the federal funds bring-
ingit down to 4.25 per cent-
4.5 percent.

It said “In support of its
goals, the Committee de-
cided to lower the target
range for the federal funds
rate by 1/4 percentage

Spice]Jet settles

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Airline SpiceJet has settled
dispute of over USD 16 mil-
lion with Dublin-head quar-
tered Genesis Aircraft Ser-
vices, commercial aircraft
leasing company, the com-
pany stated on Thursday.
Under the agreement,
Spicefet will pay Genesis
USD 6 million and Genesis
will acquire USD 4 million

point to 4-1/4 to 4-1/2 per
cent”.

The fed noted that the
move, aimed at support-
ing economic growth
and achieving the central
bank’s long-term goals of
maximum employment
and a 2 per cent inflation
rate, was announced after
the Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) meet-
ing. Despite the anticipat-
ed rate cut, the announce-
ment did not bring cheer
to the US stock markets.
Instead, major indices
tumbled, reflecting inves-
tor concerns about the
economic outlook.

in SpiceJet equity at a price
of Rs 100 per share, the
company added.

The agreement will also
resultina significant saving
forthe airline as it navigates
arobust path toward long-
term growth.

The settlement with Gen-
esis underscores SpiceJet’s
continued commitment to
restoring financial stability,
achieving operational resi
ience, and reducing legal lia-

duction during the
April-October 2024
period demonstrated a
commendable increase,
reaching 537.57 MT
compared to 506.93 MT
in the same period of
FY 2023-24, marking a
growth of 6.04 per cent.

This upward trend re-
flects the government's on-
going efforts to streamline
coal usage and enhance
domestic production, the
ministry added.

The Ministry of Coal con-
tinues to implement strate-
gic initiatives aimed at bol-
stering coal production and
improving availability.

Ultraviolette launches its
e

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

Ultraviolette is proud to
announce the opening of
its first UV Space Station
in North India, located
in New Delhi, marking a
monumental step in its
journey toward revolu-
tionizing electric mobil-
ity across India. This new
Experience Center is the
12th to be inaugurated
this year, reflecting Ultra-
violette’s commitment to
expanding it's retail foot-
print to 12 cities in Phase
1 of it's expansion plans.
Strategically situated in
the heart of New Delhi,
this state-of-the-art facil-
ity offers an immersive

W RBI suggests using data
analytics and Al to refine
taxation and boost non-
tax revenue

guarantees and the increas-
ing subsidy burden require
states to perseverewith fiscal
consolidation while laying
greater emphasis on devel-
opmental and capital spend-
ing,” the RBI reportread.
RBlargued that an urgent
review of the outgoes on sub-

sidies is warranted to free
‘up resources for increased
investment in health, edu-
cation, agriculture, research

Sebi defers ESG disclosure
deadline under BRSR
framework by a year

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi has
decided to defer the ESG
disclosure deadline for val-
ue chain partners of listed
companies by one year un-
il FY26, giving more time
to them to comply with the

anddevel (R&D)and  Busi Responsibility
rural infrastructure, which ~ and Sustainability Report-
will help create more jobs ~ ing (BRSR) requirements.

and reduce poverty on a
sustainable basis.

Asserting that new pres-
suresare emerging from an
increasing subsidy burden,
RBlsaid thesedevelopments
‘underline the need for deep-
ening fiscal consolidation by
the states.

On amacrolevel, RBIsaid
state governments have
made commendable prog-
ress towards fiscal consoli-
dation by containing their
aggregate gross fiscal defi-
«cit within 3 per centof GDP
for three consecutive years
(2021-22 to 2023-24) and
restricting revenue deficit
to 0.2 per cent of GDP in
2022- 23 and 2023-24.

Until then, environmen-
tal, social and governance
(ESG) reporting will re-
main voluntary instead of
the current “comply-and-
explain” approach.

The proposal, approved
by Sebi’s board on Wednes-
day, is aimed at enhanc-
ing ease of doing business
for listed companies and
their value chain partners
in meeting BRSR require-
ment.

The Sebi's hoard approved
several relaxations and up-
dates for ESG disclosures.

These include “deferring
ESG disclosures for value
chain”, as well as “assess-
mentorassurance” thereof,

g

by one year. Hence, ESG
disclosures for value chain
shall apply from FY26 (as
against the current require-
ment of FY 2024-25) and
“assessment or assurance”
thereof shall be applicable
fromFY 2026-27 (as against
the current requirement of
FY 2025-26),” Sebi said.
The phased approach
by Sebi to ESG reporting
strikes the right balance
by encouraging immediate
action while giving busi-
nesses the time they need
to adapt, Smitha Shetty,
Regional Director, APAC,
Achilles Information, said.
This strategy fosters a
more inclusive and sustain-
able business environment,

Backward Classes Centre for Empowerment (BCCE) organised

a seminar on Social Reforms,

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Backward Classes Centre
for Empowerment (BCCE)
organised a seminar on
Social Reforms, Gover-
nance and OBCs in India
at Ambedkar Internation-
al Centre, in New Delhi.
Chief Guest of the event,
Union Minister for Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, Shri Bhu-
pendra Yadav, K Laxman,
National President, OBC
Morcha, BJP, Vinay Sahas-
rabuddhe, former Member
of Parliament, Rajya Sabha,
Virender Godre, Director
(BCCE), spoke about how
since 2014, there has been
a significant shift towards
empowering OBCs afresh.
‘The leaders ponder upon on
how today, their voices are
heard and their rights are
fully recognised in gover-
nance and policy-making.

Union Minister for Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, Mr. Bhupen-

platform for customers
to explore Ultraviolette’s
flagship high-performance
electric motorcycle, the
F77 MACH 2. Equipped
with eutting-edge UV Su-
perNova DC fast charging
infrastructure, the UV
Space Station is designed
as a comprehensive 38

dispute of over

bilities. Subject to the settle-
ment terms heing satisfied,
both parties have agreed to

g ~
withdraw all ongoing litiga-
tions and disputesrelated to
this matter at the appropri-

dra Yadav said, “Hon’ble
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Ji gave employment
and reservation to the OBC
community to move ahead.
He said, “We donot want to
discriminate among castes
and fight against castes. We
want to contribute fully in
the discussion of moving
ahead. He told the students
that you should forget the
things of the past decades
and think ahout 2047. We
are about to enter a time
where the digital revolu-
tion is going to happen...
You are ahout to enter a
‘world which will now work
in conjunction with digital
and artificial intelligence”
The Minister said, “The

setup, integrating Sales,
Service, and Spare Parts
to deliver a seamless
ownership experience.
Speaking on the occasion,
Narayan Subramaniam,
CEO and Co-founder of
Ultraviolette, remarked,
“The launch of our first
UV Space Station in North
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Congress government
discriminated against the
OBC community. The Con-
gress party had withheld
the rights and the kind of
environment that should
have been given to the OBC
community for 70 years
have also been denied.
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, for-
mer Rajya Sabha member,
while talking about justice
for the neglected sections,
said, “ Every Indian should
have the feeling of village
in his mind after stepping
out of the house, feeling of
district after stepping out
of the village and when one
rises above the district, he
should keep the feeling of
humanity paramountinhis

Indiais a significant mile-
stone in our journey. New
Delhi, a city that thrives on
innovation and sustain-
ability, is the perfectloca-
tion for this expansion. The
UV Space Station launch
in Delhi NCR marks Ul-
traviolette’s commitment
towards establishing our
retail presence in 12 cit-
ies by Dec 2024. This not
only opens up a key mar-
ket but also reinforces our
dedication to transforming
urban mobility by deliver-
ing advanced technology
and exceptional experi-
ences to our customers.”
The launch of this facility
coincides with the Delhi
government’s continued

Governance and OBCs in India

mind and “It is the respon-
sibility of all of us to think
about all those el ts of

empowering organisations
of all sizes to contribute to
a greener future for India,
sheadded.

“Availability of value chain
information is a recog-
nised challenge all over the
world, and this initiative of
Sebi grants businesses the
necessary time to stream-
line their preparedness, at
the same time allowing a
window to encourage their
value chain partners to
embrace ESG in the right
spirit, beyond mere com-
pliance,” Dipankar Ghosh,
Partner & Leader, Sustain-
ability & ESG, BDO India,
said.

A company’s value chain
includes all activities that
add value, from sourcing
raw materials and services
to distributing and selling
products.

It covers both upstream
(procurement) and down-
stream (sales) operations,
extendingheyond direct ac-
tivities. This plays a crucial
role in the company’s sus-
tainability and ESG eorts.

SEBI extends
suspension

on trading of
paddy, wheat,

the society, who have been
neglected in the society,
‘who should get justice butit
has been denied from time
to time. There should be a
feeling of justice towards
the neglected sections.” He
said, “Former Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee did
justice by removing welfare
from social welfare so that
people of every section of
the society can be inspired
by the idea of social justice”.
Dr K Laxman, president
of BJP OBC Morcha, said,
“Congress is doing politics
of appeasement in the name
of OBCs. They have been in
power for the last 70 years,
yet they have done nothing,
apart from not properly
implementing the Mandal
Commission recommenda-
tions. The first step taken by
the Modi administration af-
ter coming to power in 2014
was to give constitutional
status to the OBC Commis-
sion in 2018.

efforts to promote EV
adoption. The Delhi EV
Policy, initially introduced
in 2020, has recently been
extended to provide ben-
efits for EV buyers until
March 2025. Addition-
ally, the government is in
the process of drafting an
updated EV policy, aiming
to further expand infra-
structure and introduce
measures to accelerate the
adoption of sustainable
mobility solutions. These
efforts reflect a shared
vision hetween Ultravio-
lette and the policymak-
ers to combat pollution
and reduce carbon foot-
prints through advanced,
eco-friendly technology.

TDG NETWORK

MUMBA

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(SEBI) has announced an
extension of the suspension
on trading in certain com-
modity derivative contracts.

The trading ban, which
initially began in December
2021, will now remain in
place until January 31, 2025.

SEBI on Wedenesday stat-
ed that it had first directed
stock exchanges operating
in the commodities deriva-
tive segment to halt trading
in specific contracts on De-
cember19,2021.

The suspended contracts
included paddy (non-
basmati), wheat, chana,
mustard seeds and its de-
rivatives, soybean and its
derivatives, crude palm oil,
and moong. Initially, the
trading suspension was im-
posed for a one-year period,
ending on December 20,
2022,

Experience Center in Delhi NCR

Adding to this, Niraj Ra-
jmohan, CTO and Co-
founder of Ultraviolette,
stated, “The opening of
our Experience Center in
Delhi NCR marks a piv-
otal moment in our mis-
sion to reshape the future
of transportation. With
the city’s progressive EV
policies and expanding
infrastructure, we are ex-
cited to offer customers a
glimpse into the next gen-
eration of electric mobility.
Our focus on cutting-edge
engineering and innova-
tive design is aligned with
our vision to provide high-
performance, sustainable
solutions that drive the
future of transportation.”

$16 million with Genesis

ate forums.

Ajay Singh, Chairman
and Managing Director,
Spicejet, said, “This settle-

reduce our financial labili-
ties and further strengthen
ourbalance sheet.”

This settlement follows a

ment marks crucial
step in our journey towards
financial stability. We are
pleased to have resolved this
matter amicably with Gene-
sisthrough constructive ne-
gotiations. This agreement,
which includes Genesis
acquiring an equity stakein
SpiceJet, will significantly

series of ful resolu-
tions with other lessors, in-
cluding Horizon Aviation,
Engine Lease Finance Cor-
poration, Aircastle, Wilm-
ington Trust SP, Shannon
Engine Support Limited,
Export Development Can-
ada, among others.

In September 2024, Car-

lyle Aviation agreed to con-
vert USD 30 millionof lease
arrears into SpiceJet equity
at INR 100 per share, sig-
nalling increasing confi-
dence from stakeholders in
the airline’s financial and
operational recovery.

The airline’s recent fi-
nancial progress has been
recognised by Acuite Rat-
ings and Research Limited,
which recently upgraded
Spice]Jet’s credit rating by

four notches.

Budget airline SpicejJet
is an IATA-TOSA certified
airline that operates a fleet
of Boeing 737s and Q-400s
and is one of the country’s
largest regional players op-
erating multiple daily flights
under UDAN or the Region-
al Connectivity Scheme. The
majority of the airline’s fleet
offers SpiceMax, the most
spacious economy-class
seating in India.
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RELOCATION OPTION IN MOSQUE-TEMPLE =~ CTRL Movie
ISSUE MAY HAVE RESOLVED IT AMICABLY

OPINION

RASHEED KIDWAI

.
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ad supporters of

Babri masjid in

Ayodhya explored

multiple options, Kiruna
town in Sweden could have
helped them resolve the
vexed mosque-temple issue
that resulted in thoughtless
violence, disquiet and divi-
sion insociety.

Kiruna, a Swedish town
north of the Arctic Circle, is
undergoing one of the most
ambitious urban relocation
projects in history due to
the expansion of the Swed-
ish government owned
Luossavaara-Kiirunavaara
[LKAB] iron ore mine be-
neath the town. As part of
this process, many build-
ings, including the iconic
Kiruna Church, considered
tobe one of the most beau-
tiful buildings in Sweden,
are being relocated toa new
areaapproximately 3 kilo-
meters eastof its current lo-
cation. Kiruna’schurch isa
terracotta-colored building
designed to resemble a hut
ofthe indigenous Sami peo-
ple. In fact, the word Kiru-
na comes from the Sami
word giron, which means
Snow grouse.

Sometime in 2025, the
entire 600-tonne church’s

wooden building will be
loaded onto trailers and
moved to a new spot near
the local graveyard.

On a private visit, this
correspondent saw how
local authorities and com-
munity leaders are treat-
ing church’s relocation not
just about preserving the
church but as a symbol of
their collective efforts to
Kiruna's unique heritage
and identity while adapting
to the challenges posed by
modern industrial activi-
ties.

Kiruna Church, com-
pleted in 1912, is one of
Sweden’s largest wooden
buildings and a prime ex-
ample of early 20th-centu-
ry Nordic architecture. It
has significant cultural and
historical value, making its
preservation and reloca-
tion a top priority.

The LKAB iron ore mine
in Kiruna is the world’s
largest underground mine
that produces iron ore for
steel mills and other in-
dustries. The mammoth,
round the clock under-
ground mining activities
in Kiruna cause consistent
threat to the stability of all
city buildings, residences,
shops and commerecial es-
tablishments. A large part
of the town was moved in
2004 setting an example
of a town to be relocated.
The town is also relocating
about 3,000 homes and
other buildings. The 1958
clock tower from the previ-
ous town hall was disman-
tled and rebuilt alongside
the new landmark after
cracks emerged in many

AScandinavian firm, Henning
Larsen, isworking onanelaborate
plan todismantle the church carefully,
with its pieces catalogued and
transported to the new town centre.

government and school
buildings. A new railway
station has already been
opened further away from
the mine. By 2035, approxi-
mately 6,000 people out
of its current population of
18000, will have been relo-
cated to new housing.

A Scandinavian firm,
Henning Larsen, is work-
ing on an elaborate plan to
dismantle the church care-
fully, with its pieces cata-
logued and transported to
the new town centre. Some
of the roads, currently 20
feet in breadth, are being
expanded to 40 feet, so
that the church’s structure
is moved easily. Henning
Larsen promises to reas-
semble it in its original de-
sign.

The church is the only
landmark being shifted.
There are over 20 signifi-
cant buildings from the old

town of Kiruna to the new
location after getting dis-
mantled and reconstructed
inits original form. A mem-
ber of Henning Larsen
team says physically mov-
ing the entire town turns
out to be a complex, ex-
pensive and unique chal-
lenge but making residents
accept the change is a far
more formidable task. “The
challenge for Kiruna city is
not only about moving an
entire city, but also moving
the minds of citizens and
creating a new home and
identity,” he said while de-
clining to be identified. He
said many people asked
him even if the church is
moved physically, graves
and birches would not.
Ebba Busch, Sweden’s
deputy prime minister and
in charge of climate and
business views LKAB as
Sweden’s goldmine,” hav-

ing large deposits of rare
earth elements, vital to pro-
duce electric car batteries
and wind turbines.

Asper the United Nations’
report on climate change,
rise in global temperatures
may lead to an average sea-
level rise of between 26 and
77 centimetres by 2100.
Higher levels of global
‘warming will cause greater
thermal expansion of the
ocean and increased ice
melting, with a two-degree
increase potentially lead-
ing to the melting of the
Greenland ice shelf and
arise of up to seven me-
tres. If that happens, cities
such as Mumbai, Miami
and Guangzhou and many
parts of Bangladesh would
come under threat. Male in
Maldives are already pre-
dicted to be uninhabitable
by 2100.

Kiruna also houses Sami
people who are the Indig-
enous tribe of Sapmi, a
region spanning northern
Sweden, Norway, Finland,
and the Kola Peninsula of
Russia. They have a rich
cultural heritage and his-
tory tied closely to the
Arctic environment. The
Sami language is part of

the Uralic language family
and includes several dia-
lects, such as North Sami,
Lule Simi, and South
Sami. North S4dmi is the
most widely spoken. Rein-
deer herding is central to
Sami culture and remains
asignificant source of live-
lihood. Other traditional
practices include fishing,
hunting, handicrafts (du-
odji), and joik, a traditional
form of singi

For centuries, Sami lands
and culture were subjected
to colonization, Christian-
ization, and assimilation
policies by the Swedish
state. These policies inelud-
ed restrictions on the use of
Sami languages and forced
displacement. Swedish so-
ciety admits that mining,
forestry, and other indus-
tries have been encroached
on Sami lands, impacting
their traditional way of life.

The Sami Parliament
of Sweden (Samediggi)
was established in 1993 to
represent Simi interests
in areas like culture, lan-
guage, and reindeer herd-
ing. However, its powers
are limited, and it func-
tions primarily as an ad-
visory body. Efforts are
underway to preserve and
revitalize Simi languages,
traditions, and knowledge
systems. Festivals like the
Jokkmokk Winter Market
celebrate Sami culture and
attract visitors from around
the world.

Climate change and
‘Warming temperatures
are affecting reindeer mi-
gration patterns and dis-
rupt ecosystems that the
Sami depend on. The Sami
population faces ongoing
struggles for land and wa-
ter rights, as their tradition-
al territories overlap with
areas used for industrial
development in addition
to systemic discrimina-
tion and racism, although
awareness and advocacy
efforts are increasing.

Euthanasia: The right to die, and many arguments

OPINION

R. RAVI PRAKASH TIWARI
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The Greek term ‘Eu-
thanasia’ means a pain-
less death. Euthanasia
embodies several facets
, from active (introduc-
ing something to cause
demise) to passive (dis-
continuing treatment);
voluntary (consent) to in-
voluntary (consent from
guardian)and physician's
assistance (where a physi-
cian prescribes the medi-
cine and patient or the
third party administers
the medication to cause
demise].

ARGUMENTS OF
ADVOCATES OF EU-
THANASIA

Refusing care: The right
to refuse medical treat-
ment isacknowledged in

law, encompassing medi-
cal treatment prolonging
life. Forinstance, a blood-
cancer patient can refuse
treatment. This recogni-
tion of the right to refuse
treatment paves the way
for a passive euthanasia.

Caregivers’ plight:
People with a degenera-
tive, incurable, disabling
or debilitating condition
should be allowed to die
indignity. The caregiver’'s
plightis excruciating and
cuts across several facets
such as emotional, time,
financial, physical, men-
tal and social.

Right to die: Patients
with a persistent veg-
etative state or chronic
illness hate being a bur-
den to their family mem-
bers. Euthanasia can be
deemed a way to assert
the ‘Rightto life’ by grant-
ing ‘Right to die’ digni-
fiedly.

Promoting the organ
transplantation: Eutha-
nasia in terminally ill pa-
tients providesa possibil-
ity tochampion for organ
donation. Not only does
euthanasia provide ‘Right
to die’ for the terminally

ill, but also ‘Right to life’
for the needy patients.

ARGUMENTS
AGAINST EUTHA-
NASIA

Malafide intention:

The members of the
family or relatives may
abuse euthanasia for in-
heriting the property of
the patient. In the recent
judgement, the Supreme
Court has also broached
this issue. To regulate
the medical profession-
als, the Indian Medical
Council (Professional
Conduct, Etiquette and
Ethics) Regulations,
2002 elucidates eutha-
nasia briefly in Chapter
6, Section 6.7 and it is ac-
cording to the provisions
of the Transplantation of
‘Human Organ Act, 1994.
‘The law commission ren-
dered a report (no-196)
to the government on
this issue as there is an
imperative need to safe-
guard patients and also
medical professionals
caring the terminally ill
patients from inessential
litigations.

FOCUS ON CARE:

‘When cure is impossible
by low cost methods, the
intention is to provide
care. Hence, euthanasia
for no cure illness is il-
logical. The society and
medical professionals
become despondent and
the patients take extreme

measures such as suicide,
euthanasia or substance
use, whenever thereis no
cure. Here ,palliative and
rehabilitative care rescues
the patient and the fam-
ily. At times, the family is
advised to get the patient
discharged from the hos-
pital and wait for death to
come. The reasons quot-
ed for such decisions are
non-availability of bed,
futile intervention, pov-
erty, and resources to be
utilised for other curable
patients. Unfortunately,
the majority of our pa-
tients’ family accept the
suggestion. The percep-
tion of the society needs
tobealtered and also the
doctors need to empha-
size care rather than just
cure.
Eradicating the invalid:
According to euthanasia
opposers, if we embrace
‘the right to death with
dignity’, patients with
incurable and debilitating
illnesses will be eliminat-
ed from our society. But
palliative care would pro-
vide arelieffrom excruci-
ating symptoms and pain.
Constitution of India:
According to Article 21
‘Right to life’ is a natural
rightbut suicide isincom-
patible and inconsistent
with the concept of ‘right
to life’. After the legalisa-
tionof euthanasia, there
isagrave concern that the
State may not invest in
health (working towards

Right tolife). In Holland,
legalised euthanasia led
toaseveredownfallin the
quality of care for termi-
nally-ill patients. So, there
should not be any space
for euthanasia in any
form in a welfare state.

SYMPTOM OF MEN-
TAL ILLNESS:

One witnesses instances
of attempts to suicide or
completed suicide in pa-
tients suffering from de-
pression, and schizophre-
nia . Itis also documented
in patients suffering from
obsessive compulsive dis-
order. Hence, it is impera-
tive to evaluate the men-
tal status of the patient
seeking euthanasia. An
attempt to suicide is a psy-
chiatric emergency and
considered a desperate
call for help or assistance
in classical teaching.

COMMERCIALISA-
TION OF HEALTH
CARE:

Passive euthanasia is
witnessed in a majority
of the hospitals across
the country, where poor
patients and their fam-
ily refuse or withdraw
treatment because of the
huge expensesentailed in
keeping them alive. Once
itislegalised, commercial
health sector will serve
death sentences to many
disabled and elderly citi-
zens of India for a paltry
amount of money. The

Supreme Court Judge-
ment has emphasised
this.

Studies have reported
that many terminally ill
patients opting for eu-
thanasia suffer from ma-
Jjor depression, and that
the longing for death in
terminally ill patients is
correlated with depres-
sion. They desperately
require palliative and re-
habilitative care. Zealous
, compassionate and hu-
manistic team of health
professionals need to
look after them and the
complete expenses need
to be borne by the State
so that ‘Right to life’ be-
comes a reality and suc-
ceeds before ‘Right to
death with dignity’. Just
like the death sentence
is granted to offenders
in the rarest of the rare
cases by courts, eutha-
nasia should be granted
only in the rarest of the
rare cases.

The grit to survive
against all odds will van-
ish from the character
of human beings, if the
option of euthanasia is
available to patients and
their families. The tru-
ant medical profession-
als will use it to their ad-
vantage to convince the
patients and families to
utilise this option.

Dr: Ravi Prakash Tiwari is
the author of Pun is Fun.

depiction: An
Eye Opener to
Al chills

OPINION

PRAGATI SOLANKI

The Indian entertainment in-
dustry is undergoing signifi-
cant transformation. While
cinemas continue to draw
crowds with their larger-than-
life action sequences, glam-
our, and visual extravagance,
online streaming platforms
are quietly reshaping the way
stories are told. Platforms like
Netflix, Amazon Prime, Dis-
ey+ Hotstar and Jio Cinema

‘have gained acclaim for deliv-

ering Indian content—mov-
ies, series, and short films—that captivate audiences with
thought-provoking themes, intricate narratives, and im-
pactful messages.

This contrast between what succeeds in theatres and
what resonates online reveals a fascinating trend. Indian
audiences, when given access to meaningful storiesin the
comfort of their homes, demonstrate an increasing ap-
preciation for quality cinema. However, at the box office,
spectacle and grandeur still dominate, reflecting a collec-
tive affinity for visually extravagant experiences.

‘CTRL: REFLECTING THE Al AGE

One standout in this streaming revolution is the Netflix
film CTRL, directed by Vikramaditya Motwane starring
Ananya Panday. The movie examines the pervasive influ-
ence of Artificial Intelli (ADandth
personal data privacy in arapidly digitizing world.

CTRL envisions a future deeply entangled with AL ex-
ploring both its transformative potential and its darker
consequences. The film highlights alarming realities, such
as the commodification of personal data often including
sensitive information like addresses, contact numbers,
and bank details thatcan be purchased for shockinglylow
prices. This reflects the ongoing fragility of data security
in India.

Despite judicial milestones like the Aadhaar judgment
and the K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India case affirming
the constitutional right to privacy, as well as the enactment
of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act 2023,
privacy violations remain widespread. CTRLemphasizes
how theintersection of Al and data exploitation could am-
plify these issues, presenting plausible yet deeply unset-
tling scenarios.

risks to

DEEPFAKES: A DISTURBING REALITY

A particularly harrowing aspect of CTRLis its depiction of
deepfakes, a technology powered by Al that creates con-
vincingly fake media. The film underscores the dangers
faced by individuals, especially women, in a world where
their faces can be maliciously superimposed onto explicit
content.

This portrayal is not merely speculative; it mirrors a
distressing reality where technology is misused to violate
dignity and safety. Women falling victim to such acts face
emotional, psychological, and social repercussions. By
shedding light on this crisis, CTRL pushes for urgent dis-
cussions around the ethical houndaries of Aland the need
for stringent measures to prevent such abuse.

Addressing Al through Legal and Ethical Frameworks

The rapid development of Al presents a dual-edged
sword. On the one hand, it holds immense promise for
innovation; on the other, it poses serious risks if left un-
checked. This raises a pressing question: is India’s legal
framework prepared to address these challenges?

‘While the DPDP Act 2023 marks progress in safeguard-
ing digital privacy, it does not fully address the unique com-
plexities of AL-related issues. Comprehensive legislation s
needed to coverareas such as accountability for Al-driven
actions, ownership of Al-generated content, and penalties
formisuse. Countrieslike Canada, USA and European na-
tions have already brought changes under their data pri-
vacy regulations in reference to AL

‘Theethical developmentof Al is a key message conveyed
in CTRL. The film's exploration of AT’s potential harm
serves as a reminder that technology must prioritize hu-
man welfare. Establishing clear, enforceable guidelines
is essential to prevent Al from being weaponized against
society.

Navigating the Future of AT

Al'sintegration into our lives is inevitable, but its impact
depends on the choices we make now. As individuals, we
must exercise caution in sharing personaldata. As a soci-
ety, there is aneed to demand accountability from corpora-
tions and governments. For India, fostering digital literacy
and awareness around data security will be critical to en-
suring that technology remainsa force for progress rather
than a source of peril. Films like CTRL play a crucial role in
drivingawareness of these pressing issues. By mergingen-
tertainment with social commentary, they not only engage
audiences butalso encourageintrospection andaction. As
wechartourpath through an Al-driven future, letusstrive
to ensure that innovation works for humanity’s betterment
rather than against it.

The authoris Assistant Professor at HLM Group of Tnstitutions,
Ghaziabad.
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6 KILLED IN SHAHJAHANPUR
COLLISION; TRUCK DRIVER ARRESTED

According to officials, three people died on the spot, while three
others succumbed to their injuries during treatment at a hospital

TDG NETWORK

ammed into
a truck, leaving 6
bers ofa family
dead and four others critical-
ly injured in Uttar Pradesh’s
Shahjahanpur district, police
said on Thursday.
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Rajesh S said, “The ac-
cident occurred near the
Barkheda Jaipal crossroads
on the Bareilly-Etawah
‘highway when afamily trav-
elling to Delhi in an Ertiga
car collided with an oncom-
ing truck late Wednesday
night.” The deceased were
identified as Riyazul Ali
(45), Amna (42), Gudiya (9),
Tamanna Anu’ (32), and
Noor (6). Gulfisha (25) later
succumbed to injuries at a
government hospital.
Riyazul, aresident of Kant

FATAL ACCIDEN

® Acar collided with a
truck, killing 6 family
members and critical-
ly injuring 4 others on
the Bareilly-Etawah
highway.

® The deceased in-
clude Riyazul Ali (45),
Amna (42), Gudiya (9),
Tamanna ‘Anu’ (32),

Noor (6], and Gulfisha (25), who died in the hospital.

way to determine the cause of the crash.

perintendent of the Govern-
‘ment Medical College Dr Ne-
pal Singh said five seriously
injured people were brought
here, of whom Gulfisha (25)

town in Shahjal was
engaged in thegarment busi-
nessinDelhi, the police said.

“The family had left for
Delhi at around 10 PM on
Wednesday night after at-
tending a wedding. Their
vehicle met with the fatal
collision shortly thereafter,”
the SPsaid Chief Medical Su-

died during

In addition to this, a seri-
ously injured patient was
referred to Bareilly. The con-
dition of two of the three pa-
tients admitted here remains
serious.

Police said they have taken
the truck driverinto custody
and seized the vehicle.

Shamsher Ali, the uncle
of Riyazul, said at the hos-
pital, “The family had come
to Shahjahanpur two days
ago for a wedding and were
returning to Delhi when
this tragedy occurred.” Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath expressed
condolences to the bereaved
families.

In astatement, he directed
district officials toensure the
injured receive proper treat-
ment and prayed for their

The family was returning to Delhi after attending a wedding in Shahjahanpur
when the accident occurred late Wednesday night.
The truck driver has been taken into custody, and an investigation is under-

speedly recovery.

The truck driver has been
arrested, and an investiga-
tion is underway to deter-
mine the cause of the ac-
cident, the police further
confirmed in its statement.

Following the incident,
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Shahjahanpur stated,
“A tragic incident occurred
in Shahjahanpur district in-
volving a collision between a
truck and an auto-rickshaw.
Three people lost their lives

on the spot, and two more
succumbed to their injuries
during treatment at the hos-
pital, bringing the total death
toll to five so far. Five other
passengers, out of a total of
ten on board, have also sus-
tained injuries.”

The District Magistrateand
the SP inspected the hospital
and met the injured. “Two
children have sustained frac-
tures, and their treatment is
proceeding well. fnecessary,
critical cases will be referred
to higher medical centres, as
decided by the attending doc-
tors,” the SPadded.

Further, the official stated
that authorities are moni-
toring the condition of the
injured individuals under
treatment.

In another incident, at
least 26 people were injured
on Wednesday ina road ac-
cident in Uttar Pradesh’s
Kasganj, as per the police
officials.

A tractor collided with a
pick-up carrying passengers
coming froma marriage cer-
emony. All the injured were
hospitalised and undergo-
ing treatment, according to
the police.

VPN, proxy servers comphcate bomb threat investigations, says Delhi Police

TDG NETWORK.
NEW DE!
As bomb threats threw more
than 100 Delhi schools into
chaos in the past nine days,
police and experts said that
'VPNs and proxy servers act-
ed as key harriers in solving
cases and legal frameworks
for obtaining information
from these services are inad-
equate, leading to delays in
investigations.

Since May this year, over
50 bomb threat emails have
targeted not only schools but
also hospitals, airports and
airline companies in Delhi,
but the police have yet to
make any breakthroughs in
these cases.

Former Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal had also
raised concerns over threats
toschools on Wednesday and
questioned the police’s failure

tocatch the culprit.

According to senior offi-
cials, the Delhi Police have
written to service providers
like Google, VK , and Out-
look.com to obtain the IP ad-
dresses of the senders.

In some cases, the police
have received responses, but
theyhave not been able tode-
termine the exact origin.

The Delhi Police have also
soughtthe assistanceof Tnter-
pol through central agencies.

“Our investigation is un-
derway. We are working to
trace the origin of the sender.
‘While their servers or do-
mains have been traced to
European or Middle Eastern
countries, the actual origin
remains unconfirmed, as the
emails weresentusing VPNs
or proxy servers,” an officer
said.A dedicated unit of the
Delhi Police Special Cell has
been tasked with investigat-
ing the threat cases.

Several Delhi schools have
received bomb threat emails
in the past nine days, prompt-
ing security agencies to con-
duct checks in five separate
incidents.

“Though nothing suspi-
cious has been found in any
of the threats so far, we can-
not take any of them lightly.
Each message was taken se-
riously, and thorough checks
were conducted, following
all security protocols,” the
officersaid.

The officer further ex-
plained that VPN networks
function like a web on the
internet, where the origin
is not directly connected to
its server.“For example, if
‘we are talking to each other,
it’s direct connectivity, but if
we are connected through
a VPN, our communication
happens viamultiple domain

Delhi to display signages in Hindi, English,
Punjabi, Urdu for ]mgu1st1c diversity
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Delhi's road signages, di-
rectional boards, including
those at metro stations, will
soon display information in
Hindi, English, Punjabi and
Urdu a move aimed at pro-
moting linguistic diversity
and torepresent the city’s of-
ficial languages

Bureaucrats working with
the Delhi government will
also be required to display
their names in the fourlan-
guages on boards outside
their offices.

The move aligns with “The
Delhi Official Languages Act,
2000”, which recognises
Hindi as the first official lan-
guage and Urdu and Punjabi
as second official languages.
Currently most signboards

and nameplates in Delhi
display information only in
Hindiand English.

In a written communica-
tion dated November 4 , the
Department of Arts, Culture
and Language directed all
departments, civic bodles
and g

be Hindi, English, Punjabi
and Urdu, with uniform font
sizes for all.

A senior government of-
ficial said that the direction
wouldapply across metro sta-
tions, hospitals, public parks
and other public spaces. The
Public Works Department
(PWD), which manages
1,250 km of roads in the city
will begin updating signages
accordingly.

“All government depart-
ments/offices/autonomous
bodies/local bodies are di-
rected to ensure the imple-
of “The Delhi Of-

to ensure compliance with
the Act, following instruc-
tions from Lieutenant Gov-
ernor (LG) VK Saxena The
‘communication specifies that
the sequence of languages on
boardsand sii h

ficial Languages Act 2000Rs
and the aforementioned
order / sequence of the State
Languages including Eng-
lish in the same size of font
towrite, print, paint, inscribe

oremboss theinfc ionon

‘boards, Sign-boards, Name-
plates and Directional signs
in language/s other than
Hindli, recognised for use for
official purposes in NCT of
Delhi,” the department's of-
ficial statement said.

The LG's directive also
aligns with a 2011 order from
the Union Home Ministry’s
Department of Official Lan-
guage, whichmandated states
in Region A, including Delhi,
Biharand Haryana, to priori-
tise Hindi on public signages
‘while deciding the order of
other languageslocally.

Hindi holds the top spot
due to its official status and
‘widespread usage followed
by English, the associate of-
ficial language of India given
its prominence in adminis-
trative and communicative
functions.

servers,” he said.

The first case of threats to
Delhi schools and hospitals
was reported in May. Several
other government installa-
tions, including Tihar Jail
and some Union Ministry
departments, also received
‘bomb threats.

InOctober, over 150 domes-
tic and international flights
operating from Delhireceived
similar bomb threat messages
sent on X, where the sender
‘had used VPN networks.

Delhi airport police regis-
tered 16 separate cases and
conducted i but

SC extends stay on defamation case
proceedings agamst Kejriwal, Atishi
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday extended its in-
terim order staying the
proceedings of the criminal
defamation case against cur-
rent and former Chief Min-
isters of Delhi, Atishi and
Arvind Kejriwal over their
remarks on thealleged dele-
tion of voter names from the
electoral roll in the national
capital in 2018.

As Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Rajeev Bab-
bar, who filed a complaint,
sought time tofile areply, a
benchofJustices Hrishikesh
Royand SVN Bhattigranted
four weeks time to him.

Earlier, the apex court had
issued notice to Delhi Police
and the complainant and
sought their responses in
the matter.

In the meanwhile, pro-
ceedings before the trial
court will remain stayed
in the defamation case, the
apex court had said.

Arvind Kejriwal and Ati-
shi approached the apex
court challenging the Delhi
High Court’s refusal to
quash the criminal defama-
tion case by BJP leader Ra-
Jjeev Babbar filed over their

They bad made
remarksonthe
alleged deletion of
names of 30 lakh
volers belonging to
somecommunities
[from electoral
rollsin 2018.

remarks on the alleged dele-
tion of voter names from the
electoral roll in the national
capital in 2018.

Atishi and Kejriwal have
challenged the September
2 order of the Delhi High
Court.

They had made remarks
on the alleged deletion of
names of 30 lakh voters
belonging to some commu-

nities from electoral rolls in
2018.

The High Court had said
theimputations were prima
facie “defamatory” with the
intention of vilifying the
BharatiyaJanata Party (BJP)
and gainingundue political
mileage.

The High Court had dis-
missed the plea by Atishi,
Kejriwal and others chal-
lenging the defamation pro-
ceedings pending before the
trial court. The defamation
complaint also named two
other AAP leaders, Sushil
Kumar Gupta and Manoj
Kumar.

It had also directed the
AAP leaders to attend the
trial court hearing sched-
uled for October 3.

Kejriwal and the other
AAP leadershad challenged
in the High Court the trial
court’s decision, which up-
held thesummons issued by
the magistrate court follow-
ing Babbar’s complaint.

The AAP leaders, before
the High Court, sought to
quash the magistrate court's
March 15, 2019, order and
the Sessions court’sJanuary
28, 2020, order, labelling.
the complaint as “politically
motivated” saying Babbar
'was not an aggrieved party.

SC extends stay on defamation case
proceedings against Keanal Atishi
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‘Dummy’ students: CBSE
conducts surprise inspection
at 29 schools, to take legal ac-
tion

New Delhi

The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE)
conducted a series of surprise
inspections at 29 schools in
Delhi, Bengaluru, Varanasi,
Bihar, Gujarat and Chhattis-
garh to check enrolment of
‘dummy’ students, officials
said on Thursday. According
toCBSE Secretary Himanshu
Gupta, a total of 29 teams,
ising a CBSE officer

‘have not been able to make
any breakthroughs yet.

Cyber law expert and Su-
preme Courtadvocate Dr. Pa-
‘van Duggal said the problem
is that India does not have a
dedicated law toregulate the
use of VPNs.

and a principal from an af-
filiated school, conducted the
inspections. “Majority of the
inspected schoolswere found
to have violated the Board's
Affiliation Bye-Laws by en-
rolling students beyond their
actual attendance records,

effectively creating ‘non-at-
tending’ enrolments. Addi-
tionally, schools were found

to be flouting i uctural

Thursday.

Eighteen of the violating
schools are in the national
capital, while thereare three
in Varanasi, two each in Ben-
galuru, Patna, Ahmedabad,
Bilaspur, and Chhattisgarh.
Scores of students preparing
for engineering and medical
entranceexams prefer to take
admission to dummy schools
sothat they can focus solely
on their preparations for the
competitive exams. They
do not attend classes and
straightaway appear in the
board

norms of the board,” Gupta
said.

“CBSE has taken these vio-
lations seriously and is in the
processofissuing show-cause
notices to the schools found
in breach of regulations. The
Board is also considering le-
galaction against the default-
inginstitutions,” he added.

The inspections were con-
ducted on Wednesday and

Aspirants also choose dum-
‘my schools keeping in mind
the quota in medical and en-
gineering institutes available
for the students from certain
states. For example, the can-
didates who have completed
classes 11and 12 in Delhi are
considered for admission to
the medical colleges of the na-
tional capital under the Delhi
State Quota.

HC Transfers MCOCA case involving
Naresh Balyan to Spec1al MP/MLA Court

The bench of Justice Manoj Kumar
Obriobserved that proceedings
against Naresh Balyan areongoing
at the Rouse Avenue Court, while the
proceedings forotheraccusedwere
being beld in the Dwarka Court.
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The Delhi High Court on
Thursday transferred the
case under the stringent
Maharashtra Control of Or-
ganised Crime Act involving
'AAP MLA Naresh Balyan to
the Special MP/MLA Court
in Rouse Avenue from Special
'MCOCA Court in Dwarka.

The bench of Justice Manoj
Kumar Ohri observed that
proceedings against Naresh
Balyan are ongoing at the
Rouse Avenue Court, while
the proceedings for other ac-
cused were being held in the
Dwarka Court. The court
noted thatitis not permissible
for proceedings related to the
same FIR to take place in two
differentcourts.

Last week, Delhi High Court

\

)
: i
issued notice ona plea moved
by Delhi Police seeking the
transfer of the case proceed-
ings under MCOCA from
Dwarka District Court to the
special MP/MLA court at
Rouse Avenue.

Recently Delhi police sought
transfer of case proceedings
under MCOCA against three
accused Ritik alias Peter, Ro-
hit alias Anna and Sachin
Chikara.

Delhi Police counsel Laksh
Khanna submitted that an

MLA has been arrested in this
case and proceedings related
to him are going before Spe-
cial MP/MLA Court at Rouse
Avenue.

Onthe other hand, proceed-
ings related to three respon-
dents are going before the
Special Judge (MCOCA) at
Dwarka Court, he added.

On December 13, the Rouse
Avenue court declined the
police custody of AAP MLA
Naresh Balyan in judicial
custody. He was remanded to

judicial custody aftera police
interrogationin MCOCA case.
Hewasarrested on December
4. Asper Delhi Police, Balyan's
name emerged in connection
with the case as an alleged
mediator involved in resolv-
ingan extortiondemand made
by gangster Kapil Sangwan to
abusinessman. This year, the
MCOCA was also invoked
against the gangster, who is
reportedly operating from
the UK, forhis involvement in
extortion activities.

Mother-Son duo with one associate arrested for property grabbing
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Delhi police arrested a
mother-son duo along
with one associate for
property grabbing in
Dwarka, Sector 6,in Delhi
by forging the documents
after the death of the own-

er, officials said on Thurs-
day.
According to the police,
the son, Sarbjeet Singh
with his mother, Rajender
Kaur, and one associate,
Pawandeep Singh, forged
documents of the property
in Dwarka's Sector 6 and
sold it for Rs1,8500,000.

The police initiated the
investigation after receiv-
ing a complaint that some
land grabbers have sold
the property of the owner
to one Sunny Yadav post
owner's death in 2023.
The owner had no chil-
dren and his wife had also
expired in 2019, the police

said. The police arrested
accused Sarbjeet Singh
who accepted his involve-
ment in this case during
interrogation. Herevealed
that Pawandeep Singh
alias Prince was the mas-
termind in the case.

The police added that
Prince forged the docu-

ments of D-501, Badh-
‘war Apartment, Sector 6,
Dwarka with his Sarbjeet
Singh on the name of Sar-
bjeet's mother, Rajendra
Kaur.After forging the
documents, they sold this
house to one Sunny Ya-
dav for Rs 1,85,00000.
According to the police,

Pawandeep Singh was
arrested from from Him-
achal Pradesh. He was also
previously arrested in a
murder case. He then came
in contact with some per-
sons whowere hisinmates
and from them he got the
idea of forging documents
of empty plots and flats

and furtherselling themin
order to earn easy money,
the police informed.
Rajendra Kaur, mother
of Sarbjeet Singh, went
untraceable afterthearrest
of her son. She was then
declared a proclaimed
offender by the Dwarka
court. Rajender Kaur was

arrested from the Sant
Nagar extension, bringing
an end to the chase.

According to police,
Princealong with Sarbjeet
gave her the temptation
that they will give herhuge
amount if she allowed to
forge the documents in
hername.
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SUPREME COURT RESERVES 3 POSTS FOR WOMEN LAWYERS
INUPCOMING DHCBA ELECTIONS; TREASURER PLUS 30% OF
DISTRICT BARS

OTHER EC POSTS RESERVED IN
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he Supreme Court
in the case Fozia
Rahman Versus Bar

Council Of Delhi And Anr
observed and has directed
for thereservation of3 posts
for women lawyers in the
upcoming Delhi High Court
Bar Association elections.

The court also stated that
in the district bar associa-
tions, the post of Treasurer
plus 30% of other posts
shall stand reserved for
women lawyers.

The bench comprising of
Justice Surya Kant and Uj-
jal Bhuyan was hearing the
present matter.

However, out of 3 posts re-
served in DelhiHigh Court
Bar Association, DHCBA.

Firstly, is of Treasurer,

Secondly, isof ‘Designated
Senior Member Executive’
and

Thirdly, is for a member
from the senior designation
category.

The court made the said
reservations on an experi-
mental basis for the up-
coming elections only and
the elections directed to
be held on the scheduled
date (whatever date may be
fixed).

Background of the Case:

The courtin the case was
hearing the three petitions
filed seeking reservations
for women lawyers in
Delhi’s lawyer bodies viz.
Bar Council of Delhi, BCD,
Delhi High Court Bar As-
sociation, DHCBA and all
District Bar Associations.

It has been contended by
Advocate Shobha Gupta
who filed one of the peti-
tion that under- represen-
tation of women in effective
posts in BCD and other Bar
associations can negatively
affect theirrights and access
to justice as well as detract
from the effectiveness of
overall justice system.

Advocate Shobha Gupta
seek directions for 33% res-
ervation in the upcoming
Bar Council elections of all
Advocate Bars in Delhi.

R

Advocate Shobha Gupta
approached the Delhi High
Court.

On September 11, the
Delhi High Court refused
to grant interim relief and
listed the matter for No-
vember 27.

As per the Delhi Bar elec-
tions were scheduled to be
Theld on October 19, and no
interim relief was granted,
the petitioners prayers were
seemingly rendered infruc-
tuous.

The present petition is
filed before the Supreme
Court, wherein it asserted
that the process of the elec-
tion has been commenced
with declaration or finaliz-
ing voter list.

On September 20, the
court issued notice on the
petitions.

This Year, the Supreme
Court directed for the im-
plementation of 33% wom-
en reservation in SCBA
elections.

Earlier Proceedings Be-
fore the Court:

The court had earlier
asked the DHCBA to con-
sider reserving post of
Vice-President for women
lawyers in the upcoming
elections.

The bench found its as
very disappointing that
since the year 1962, there
had not been even a single
‘woman President of the Bar.

The court ordered that
there should be women’s
reservation for posts in
Delhi High Court Bar As-
sociation, DHCBA.

The Court directed that
a meeting of the General

SC: UP amendment to Section 106 TP
Act inoperative after parliamentary
amendment of 2003
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The Supreme Court in the
case Naeem Bano Alias
Gaindo vs Mohammad
Rahees observed and has
held that if the Parliament
amends a law which being
on asubject in Concurrent
List, then an earlier State
amendment to the same
provision would become
inoperative.

The courtin the case held
that the Uttar Pradesh
amendment to Section 106
of the Transfer of Property
Act, 1882, which was car-
ried out in 1954, would he-
come inoperative after the
Parliament amended Sec-
tion106 in the year 2003.

The Uttar Pradesh
amendment provided for
a notice period of thirty
days for the termination of
alease.

The Parliamentary
amendment of 2003
amended Section 106 to
provide for fifteen days’
notice period.

The issue raised before
the courtis that which pro-

vision would be apply in
the State of Uttar Pradesh.

The appellantapproached
the Supreme Court after the
Allahabad High Court de-
ferred a decision citing the
pendency of a larger bench
reference.

The Supreme Court ob-
served that the Transfer of
Property Act was traceable
to Entry 6 of List III of the
Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution- ‘Transfer of
property other than agri-
cultural land; registration
of deeds and documents.”

The court referred to Ar-
ticle 254 of Constitution of
India which provides that
the Parliamentary law will
prevail over a State law in
the event of a repugnancy

between the two.

The Uttar Pradesh
Amendment Actwould be-
come inoperative due tothe
application of Article 254(2)
of Constitution of India.

The bench comprising of
Justice BV Nagarathna and
Justice NK Singh was hear-
ing the present matter.

The bench in the case
held that the Uttar Pradesh
amendment to Section
106 would pale into insig-
nificance owing to implied
repugnancy and incon-
sistency between the U.P.
State amendment and the
Parliamentary amendment
to Section 106 of the T.P. Act
in the year 2003 even if the
earlier UP.amendment had
been reserved for consider-

ation of the President and
had received the Presiden-
tial assent. Therefore, on
the Parliament amending
a provision subsequent to
a State legislature's amend-
ment of a provision of law
found in the Concurrent
List, the Parliamentary
amendment would apply.
‘The Article 254 of Constitu-
tion of Indiais an instance
of Parliamentary suprem-
acy.

The court also observed
that in view of the amend-
ment made to Section 106
by the Parliament by Act
3 0f 2003 with effect from
December 31, 2022, the
substitution in Section 106
made by the Legislature of
the State of U.P. is impliedly
repealedand Section106as
amended with effect from
December 31, 2002 by the
Parliament, would apply.
This is on the strength of
the proviso to clause (2) of
Article 254 of the Constitu-
tion of India.

Accordingly, the court
remitted the matter back to
the High Court for decision
on merits.

Kidnapping case: Karnataka High Court
permits Bhavani Revanna to enter her native
districts of Mysuru, Hassan for 15 days
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The Karnataka High Court
in the Bhavani Revanna And
State Of Karnataka observed
and has relaxed a condition
which is imposed in the an-
ticipatory bail order of Bha-
vani Revanna, and permitted
her to enter her native districts
of Mysuru and Hassan for 15
days.

The court in its order dated
June7 granted an interim an-
ticipatory bail to Bhavani in
connection witha kidnapping
case.

The court directed her notto
hover around Hassan and KR
Nagara of Mysore district.

However, the condition was

The courtdirected bernotto bover around
Hassan and KR Nagara of Mysore district.

Houwever, the condition was imposed after
the Special Public Prosecutor Professor
Rawvivarma Kumar argued that “She is the
mastermind of the crimeand let ber not
enter Hassanand KR Nagaradistrict.”

imposed after the Special
Public Prosecutor Professor
Ravivarma Kumar argued
that “She is the mastermind
of the crime and let her not
enter Hassan and KR Nagara
district.”

In the present case, Bhavani
sought complete relaxation

of the condition, wherein it is
stated that none of the other
accused in the case were sad-
dled with such a condition.
The court stated that it con-
sider the same on January 9,
2025 but in the meantime,
“petitioner is granted relax-
ation of 15-days operational

from tomorrow to enter into
two districts Mysore and Has-
san. It is made clear that if

Body of Delhi High Court
Bar Association, DHCBA
be held to consider the de-
sirability of reserving the
post of Treasurer for wom-
en members. Therefore, in
addition to reserving the
post of Treasurer, GB was
at liberty to consider the
desirability of reserving 1
more post of office bearers
of the Bar Association for
‘women members.

Pursuant to the said or-
der, the Delhi High Court
Bar Association, DHCBA
filed a response wherein
urging that the petitions be
dismissed and the matteral-
lowed to continue before the
Delhi High Court, whileitis
pending.

It was also stated that a
GBM was held on October
7, wherein the members of
the General Body resolved
that they were not in favor
of reservation in the seats
of the Executive Committee
of the Delhi High Court Bar
Association, DHCBA.

On December 12, the court
reiterated that there wasno
stay imposed by the Court
on Bar Association elec-
tions across the country,
the Court asked DHCBA
President Mohit Mathur to
see that the issue of women
reservation is resolved ‘im-
mediately and amicably.”

Supreme Court stays Kerala High
Court’s directions on use of elephants
for temple festivals which are contrary

to 2012 rules
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The Supreme Court in the
case Thiruvambady Devas-
wom and another v. Union
of India observed and has
stayed the restrictions
which is imposed by the
Kerala High Court for the
use of elephants in temple
festivals.

The court in its order stat-
ed that any direction which
is being issued by the High
Court is contrary to the
Kerala Captive Elephants
(Management and Mainte-
nance) Rules, 2012 would
remain stayed.

The bench comprising of
Justice BV Nagarathna and
Justice NK Singh was hear-
ing the present matter.

The court in the case was
hearing an appeal filed by
the Thiruvambady and
Paramekkavu devaswoms,
‘which hold the iconic Thris-
sur Pooram (festival) in
Kerala.

The bench orally re-
marked that the High Court
directions were ‘impracti-
cal’ and asked how could
the High Court frame rules,
substituting the rule-mak-
ing authority.

TheHigh Courtin the case
observed and has issued

|

Thebench comprising of Fustice BV
Nagarathna and Fustice NK Singh

was hearing the present matter.

Thecourt in the casewas bearing an

appeal filed by the Thiruvambady and
Paramekkavu devaswoms, which hold the
iconic Thrissur Pooram (festival) in Kerala.

various directions wherein
mandating a minimum
-meter distance between
two elephants, minimum
distance of 8 meters from
the elephant to the public
and any percussion dis-
play, minimum distance of
100 meters from any place
where fireworks are used.

Further, the High Court
prescribed that elephants
must get a minimum of
3-days rest between two ex-
hibitions.

The High Court bench
comprising of Justice AK
Jayasankaran Nambiar and
Justice PGopinath observed
that the use of elephants in
festivals was not anessential
religious practice.

Therefore, the temple
devaswoms appealed to the
Supreme Court wherein it is
stated that the High Court’s
directions were impractical
and would bring the con-
duct of poorams (temple
festivals) to agrinding halt.

Delhi High Court: No pruning of trees
till Forest Department has SOP on
compliance under DPTA
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The Delhi High Courtin
the case Bhavreen Kan-
dhari Versus Shri C. D.
Singh And Ors observed
and has directed all the
Deputy Conservator of
Forests, DCFs in order to
ensure that no pruning of
treesisundertaken till the
Departmentof Forest and
‘Wildlife has guidelines or
SOP in order to ensure
that the exercise is being
done and monitored in
accordance with the pro-
visions of Delhi Preserva-
tion of Trees Act.

The bench headed by
Justice Jasmeet Singh in
the case stated that the
Department of Forest
shall ensure an eligible
and responsible person is
present to supervise the
same.

In the present case, the
court was hearing the
contempt petition filed in
connection with the or-
ders passed by the court
in a matter concerning
preservation of trees in

thenational capital.

It has been argued be-
fore the court that the of-
ficials failed to follow the
directions issued by court
requiring the Tree Offi-
cers to spell out reasons
for permitting the felling
oftrees.

The counsel, Advocate
Aditya N Prasad appear-
ing for the petitioner,
Bhavreen Kandhari, ap-
prised the Court about
the permissions granted
by DCF, South Forest Di-
vision for light and heavy
pruning of trees.

The court in the case ob-
served that there being a
prima-facie contravention
of provisions of DPTA,
contravention of judicial
orders and an overall
unsatisfactory state of af-
fairs. The court also stated
that it seems that the Dep-
uty Conservator of Forest,
South Forest Division is
not aware of the statutory
duty and responsibility
cast upon the Department
of Forest and Wildlife.

Adding to it, the court
stated that the said court

has time and time again
reminded the DCF of
theirrole of preservation
of trees, which is the pri-
mary objective behind the
statute and that permis-
sion for felling, cutting,
removing or disposing
of a tree under section 9
of the DPTA cannot be
passed in a causal and
cavalier manner. There-
fore, the section 9 of the
DPTA in itself restricts
such permission to be
given only in exceptional
circumstances and only
after due inspection of the
trees concerned.

The bench headed by
Justice Singh in the case
observed and has issued
ashow cause notice to the
Deputy Conservator of
Forest, South Forest Di-
vision as to how hlanket
permissions for prun-
ing of trees were given
without due inspection
or reasons in contraven-
tion to the provisions of
DPTA. The court stated
that, “The said court has
repeatedly passed direc-
tions to prevent incessant

and mindless felling of
trees in Delhi, however,
the Department has con-
tinued to display a lack
of sensitivity towards the
same.”

Further, the court di-
rected the Forest Depart-
ment for filing an affidavit
which indicate the forest
land in Delhi and the ex-
tent of illegal and unau-
thorized encroachments
on the same.

Last Year, the courtinits
order stated that no per-
mission shall be granted
to anyone by the city au-
thorities for felling of trees
for construction of houses
in the national capital.

The court in the case di-
rected the Delhi’s Princi-
pal Chief Conservator of
Forests to ensure that the
orders permitting the tree
felling, under Delhi Pres-
ervation Of Trees Act,
1994, are uploaded with-
ina period of 48 hours on
the official website.

Accordingly, the court
listed the matter for fur-
ther consideration on
January 10,2025.

Supreme Court denies anticipatory bail to
astrologer accused of helping woman to
poison husband and mother-in-law
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the lati onditions
imposed during granting bail,
itwill be viewed seriously.

Themother of the complain-
ant had worked for Bhavani
for about six years and was
kidnapped by Satish Babanna
on Revanna's instructions,
to protect her son Prajwal.
Complainant said his friend
brought to his notice a viral
video allegedly pertaining
to the sexual assault on his
mother and when he request-
ed Babanna tosend his mother
back, the latter declined todo
s0. The complaint was lodged
on May 2at KR Nagara Police
Station.

The Supreme Court in the
case Pandit Varun Mehta
‘Versus The State Of Punjab
and has refused to grant an
anticipatory bail petition to
an astrologer Pandit Varun
Mehtawhois being accused
of conniving witha woman,
who allegedly administered
poison to her hushand and
Ther mother-in-law.

The court observed that
both victims were given
slow poison and before
death, they were given lem-
onade. Their health con-
tinued to deteriorate and
eventually, they succumbed

to death.

It has been alleged before
the court thatthe astrologer
gave the poisonous sub-
stance to the wife to admin-
ister it to her husband and
mother-in-law.

The court stated that, ‘Not
acase for anticipatory bail.’

In the present case, the
Punjab Police have arrested
the accused the wife and
her two brothers, who were
also allegedly involved in
thecase.

However, the police have
charged the accused per-
sons with Section 304,
punishment for culpable
‘homicide not amounting to
murder of the Indian Penal

Code, 1860. Subsequently,
Section 302, punishment
for murder of Indian Penal
Code, IPC.

The bench comprising of
Justice Vikram Nath and
Justice PB Varale was hear-
ingthe present matter.

The counsel appearing
before the court that the in-
cident on June 11 Twasnot
there. The death happened
July 12.1am only anastrolo-
ger, where she isa client.

The bench headed
by Justice Nath stated
that, “Whether were
there or not there, we
do not know. Question
is there are serious allega-
tions that the wife along

with her brothers and this
Pandit ji, where she was
learning astrology; he and
his wife, connived together
and administered poison to
[husband and mother-in-
law].."

The bench of Justice Nath
also questioned why the
charges are under Section
304 of Indian Penal Code,
IPC. It should have been
under Section 302 of IPC.

The counsel appearing be-
fore the court informed that
the murder charges were
added subsequently.

The counsel also request-
ed that he may be allowed
towithdraw the SLP, which
was allowed.
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PAKISTAN COURT
EXTENDS BAIL OF
IMRAN'S WIFE

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA
: The Peshawar High
Court has extended the
protective bail of former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan's wife, Bushra
Bibi, until January 16. The
court has also exernpted
Imran Khan's wife from
appearingin court, The
Express Tribune reported.
The two-member bench of
the Peshawar High Court,
consisting of Justice
Sahibzada Asadullah and
Justice Wagar Ahmad
heard the case. Bushra
Bibi's lawyer Alam Khan
Adeenzai, Additional At-
torney General Sanaullah,
NAB Special Deputy Pros-
ecutor General Moham-
mad Ali, and Additional
Advocate General [namul-
lah appeared during the

SRILANKALIFTS
VEHICLES IMPORT
BAN

Colombo: SriLanka
has announced

that they will lift the
vehicles import ban
which was put in place
in 2020 to ease the
pressure on foreign
exchange reserves
due to the COVID-19
pandemic

By the gazette issued
on Wednesday the
importation of public
transportvehicles
have been allowed for
the firsttime since
early 2020.

The Ministry of Fi-
nance said the policy
to ban vehicle imports
was implemented
with the intention of
easing the pressure
on foreign exchange
reserves due to the
COVID-19 pandemic
and the economic
downturn of 2022.

EARTHQUAKE OF
MAGNITUDE 4.1
STRIKES NEPAL

Kathmandu : An earth-
quake of magnitude 4.1
struck Nepalin the early
hours of Thursday, the
National Centre of Seis-
mology NCS) reported
The earthquake occurred
at 7:22 AM Indian Stan-
dard Time (IST), the NCS
nated

The earthquake was re-
corded ata depth of 10 ki-
lometres at Latitude 28 56
Nand Longitude 84.23 E
The details were shared
on X by the National Cen-
tre of Seismology.

EQ of M: 4.1, 0n:
19/12/2024.07:22:47 IST,
Lat:28.56 N, Long: 84.23
E, Depth: 10 Km, Location:
Nepal.”

AFGHANISTAN: 52
KILLED IN2 BUS
ACCIDENTS

Kabul: Twa bus accidents

invalving a fuel tanker and a
on ahighw:
Afghanistan killed 52

said Thursday (December
19,2024). The accidents hap-

thesame highwaybetween
the capital Kabul and southern

Kandahar city late Wednesday
(December 18, 2024), provin-
cial head of informationand
re Harnidullah Nisar said
on X, without specifying how
many people werekilled and
injured in each accident

AGENCIES
TEL AVIV

he Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) has an-
nounced that Israeli

fighters jets struck Houthi
targets in Yemen after the
rebel group carried out re-
peated missileand drone at-
tacks on Israel, The Times of
Israel reported.

The IDF said that the tar-
gets struck by fighters jets
were “used by Houthi forces
for their military opera-
tions.” The Israeli military
said, “Attacking these tar-
gets harms the terrorist au-
thorities by preventing the
exploitation of infrastruc-
ture for military and terror
purposes, including trans-
ferring Iranian weaponry to
the region.”

According to the IDF state-
ment, the Houthis “with
Iran's guidance and fund-
ing” have acted together
with Iran-backed militias
over the past year to target
Israel, “undermine regional
stability and disrupt global
shipping.”

The IDF said that it is de-
termined to continue act-
ing and striking “whoever
threatens citizens of the State
of Israel, at any distance re-
quired.

Following the overnight
Israeli strikes in Yemen, Is-
rael’s Defence Minister Israel
Katz has issued awarning to
Houthileaders, The Times of
Israel reported.

He said, “The long arm of

‘Israel’s

AGENCIES

THE HAGUE
Human Rights Watch said
on Thursday that Israel has
killed thousands of Pales-
tinians in Gaza by denying
them clean water which it
says legally amountstoacts
of genocide and extermina-
tion.

“This policy, inflicted as
partofamass killing of Pal-
estinian civilians in Gaza,
means Israeli authorities
have committed the crime

HOUTHI AND YEMEN

Ahandout picture obtained from Yemen's Huthi Ansarullah

MediaCenter sh

owa huge column of fire erupting following

reported strikes by Israeli fighter jets in the Yerneni rebel-
held port city of Hodeidah on Saturday.

® Thetargets included Houthi military infrastruc-
ture used for operations, including weapon

transfers from Iran.

The Houthis, with Iran’s support, have been in-

volved in attacking Israel and destabilizing the

region.

Israeli Defence Minister Katz warned Houthi

leaders, vowing retaliation for any attacks on

Israel.

IDF spokesperson Hagari emphasized the

Houthis as a global threat, backed by Iran, and
vowed further military action.

The IDF's strikes aimed to prevent the exploi-

tation of Houthi infrastructure for military and

terrorist purposes.

Israel’s air defense intercepted a missile from

Yemen, which did not enter Israeli airspace.

Israel will reach you.” Katz
said, “Whoever lifts a hand
will have it severed. Whoev-
erstrikes [us], will be struck
many times over.”
Meanwhile, IDF chief
spokesperson Daniel Hagari
said that “ports and energy

infrastructure” were among
the targets hitin the “precise
strikes” in the rebel-held
capital of Sanaa that the
Houthis used for “their mili-
tary actions,” according to
The Times of Israel report.
In an English-language

ISRAEL REVEALS NEW DETAILS OF

STRATEGIC STRIKES ON HOUTHIS

Jerusalem : The Israel Defence Forces disclosed new details
on Thursday morning about ovemightairstrikes on Houthitar-
gets in Yemen. The operation aimed to paralyze three ports
controlled by the Iran-backed lenurgroup s operahonal ca-

pabiliies, amove th

asan®

The planned attacks, |nv0Mng dozens of fighter jets, target-
ed maritime infrastructure, including tugboats used to guide
ships into ports. This comes weeks after a previous strike in
September that damaged cranes at the same ports, further
impacting Houthi-controlled maritime activities.

The operation strike was launched early Thursday moming,

withthefirst wave of

at 3:15 AM, followed by a second wave at 4:30 AM in the
Sana'a area, the first Israel strike on the capital city.
Fourteen fighter jets flew over 1,700 kilometres to it their

targets, focusing on the ports

of Ras Issa, Hodeidah, and al-

Salif. Eight tug boats were destroyed, and strikes extended

tofuel and oil tankers, as well

video statement, Hagari
said, “With their attacks on
international shipping ves-
selsand routesin the Red Sea
and other places, the Houthis
have becorne a global threat.
Who is behind the Houthis?
Iran,” while vowing the mili-
tary “will act against anyone
in the Middle East” who
threatens Israel.

While sharing the video
statement of Hagari on X,
IDF stated, “IAF fighter jets
struck military targets be-
longing to the Houthi ter-
rorist regime on the western
coast and in inland Yemen.
Over the past year, the
Houthi terrorist regime has
been operating with the di-
rection and funding of Iran,
and in cooperation with Iragi

asa power plantin Sana'a.

ISRAELI FIGHTER JETS STRIKE HOUTHI TARGETS IN YEMEN: IDF

Itis determined to continue acting and striking whoever threatens citizens of Israel

Budget cuts
‘double blow’ to
all officers

Border Police patrol in front of the Lion's Gate in
Jerusalem’s Old City, as Palestinians wait to be allowed

toenter theal-A

onApril17,2022.

AGENCIES | “fatal consequences” for

JERUSALEM _ itsabilitytofillthe ranks,

militiasinordertoattack the The Israel Police Com-  “recruit quality person-
State of Israeland Israeli¢i- mand said that, overthe nel, and retain skilled
vilians.” past few weeks, it has  personnel, who have in-
“The conducted strikes been working toprevent vested a great deal of ef-
degrade the Houthi terrorist  the Ministry of Finance's ~ fortintheirtraining,”and
regime, preventing it from intentions to “harm po-  thatthis “constitutesa di-
exploiting the targets for lice officers’ salaries,” rectand dangerous dam-

military and terrorist pur-
poses, including the smug-

saying that planned
budget cutsare, “beyond

age to the security of the
stateand its residents.”

gling of Iranian weaponsto economic decrees that  “Thechallenges of the Is-
the region. The IDFisdeter-  anyway make living in  rael Police are unparal-
‘mined to continue operating  Israel more expensive leled among Western po-

against all threats posed to
the citizens of the State of
Israel, wherevernecessary.”

Earlier, the IDF said that
the air defences shot down
the missile fired from Yemen,
which it said never entered

for every citizen. In fact,
itis a double blow to the
police officers, those
who guard and protect
with dedication, day and
night, Saturdays and
holidays, the security in

Israeli airspace, the report  the State of Israel.”
said. The Israeli militarysaid  The Police Department
that thesirens were triggered  feels that damage to po-

due to concerns that falling

lice salaries will have

lice forces in the world,”
it explained. “The many
and varied threat and at-
tribution scenarios that
our police officers are re-
quired to face in routine,
emergency, and emer-
gency routine situations
are exceptional by any
standard.”

Police Commissioner

deprivation of water in Gaza is act of genocide’

spected international law
and has a right to defend
itself after the cross-border
Hamas-led attack from
Gaza on Oct. 7, 2023 that
precipitated the war.

Ina statementon X, Isra-
els foreign ministry wrote:
“The truth is the complete
opposite of HRW’s lies.”

“Since the beginning of
the war, Israel has facili-
tated the continuous flow
of water and humanitar-
ian aid into Gaza, despite

of 1948,” Human Rights

‘Watch said in its report.
Israel has repeatedly re-

jected any accusation of

against humanity of exter-  operating under constant
mination, whlchlscmgumg attacksof Hamasterror or-
“This policy also ization,” the

an ‘act of genocide’ under said.

the Genocide Convention  Although the report de-

scribed the deprivation of
wateras an actof genocide,
it noted that proving the
crime of genocide against

require establishing their
intent. It cited statements

ficials which it said sug-
gested they “wish to de-

means the deprivation of
water “may amount to the

“What we have foundis in Gaza, after Amnesty In-
that theIsraeligovernment  ternational issued a report
is intentionally killing Pal-  that concluded Israel was
estinians in Gaza by deny-  committing genocide.

ing them the water that
theyneed tosurvive,” Lama
Fakih, Human Rights
‘Watch Middle East direc-
tortold a press conference.

Inits response, Israel said
it had ensured water infra-
structure remained opera-
tional. It said international

Both reports came just
‘weeks after the Interna-
tional Criminal Court is-
sued arrest warrants for
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
his former defence chief
foralleged war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

partners had sent water They deny the allegations.
tankers through Israeli EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
crossings, including last Prof. M.D. Nalapat
week, and Israel had facili- MANAGING EDITOR

tated the entry of morethan PankajVohra

1.2 million tons of humani- EDITOR

tarian suppliesinto Gaza.
Human Rights Watch is
the second major rights
group in a month to use
the word genocide to de-
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genocide, saying it hasre-  Israeli officials would also by some senior Israeli of- ~ stroy Palestinians” which  crime of genocide”. scribe the actions of Israel at 275, Piccadily house
. .
US lawmaker seeks targeted Indix 11 people killed in arson |
9 . Liberia hold k foi . Media Pvt. LG,
sanctions agalnst Bangladesh . attack at cafe in Hanoi <o s vitagesass
consultations Brahuddin Nagar,

D ——— Gautam Buddha Nagar,
ACENEIES TOGNETWORK TDG NETWORK floor after a dispute with | Noida, Uttar Pradesh,
o MONROVIA HANOI thestaff. [U.P-201301),
Expressinga sense of urgency Asmany as 1 peoplewere  Rescue workers who | The Editorial offices.
on the escalating crisis of hu- The first round of Foreign Of- ~ killed and twoothers were  rushed tothesiteof theinci- | 275 Captain Gaur Marg
manrights violations in Bangla- fice Consultations (FOC) be-  injured after a suspected dent brought seven people :l';l:‘g:f: ‘\{' “?:;S:;
desh, an influential American tween India and Liberiatook  arson attack at a cafe and  out of the building alive,
Congressman called on the US place in Monrovia. Themeet-  karaoke bar in Vietnam's two of whom were taken to T$:T3:LSQ‘;§GJSQ:‘S°‘9‘»
Departments of Treasury and ing wasattended by top offi-  Hanoi, Al Jazeerareported, thehospital, police said. by ey o
State on Wednesday to impose cials from both the countries.  citing police. Videos that surfaced on | Mumbai-£00049.
and enfotce sanctions on those Inapress statementbythe  Inastatement on Thurs-  social media showed amul- i
‘perpetrating these heinous acts Ministry of External Affairs, day, Vietnam’s Ministry of tistorey building engulfed ggﬂo"‘;‘g;g!’;;eE
against minorities in the South it was noted that the con-  Public Security said thatit in flames as firefighters |0 U8 ™ 009
Asian country. Since July, he said, Bangla- ~ impopulation,” Thanedar said. ~ sultations were co-chaired hadarrestedamanwhoad- tried to control the blaze

“Icall on the Departments  deshhas experienced aspikein “The creation of anew gov- by Sevala Naik Mude, Ad-  mitted to starting the blaze ~ while beingsurrounded by RIN' RE?'S“‘"'?” NO.
of Treasury and State to im- political violence, leadingtothe  ernment with Prime Minister ~ ditional Secretary, Ministry onlookers. o8 2ue/ooa

pose and enforce sanctions on
those perpetrating these hei-
nous acts against minoritiesin
Bangladesh,” Indian American
Congressman Shri Thanedar
said in front of the US Capitol
on Wednesday afternoon in the
presence of Hindu Americans
who had come from various
partsof the country.

resignation and departure of
former prime minister Sheik h

“Since then, we have seen

Muhammad Yunus s yet an-
other attemptin their historyto
obtain lasting peaceand stabil-
ity for the country. While T have

my ling this new

P
turmoil, with its Hindu, Bud-
dhist and Christian minorities
bearing the brunt of violent acts
towards their peapleand places
of worship by a majority Mus-

government, I am hopeful that
with our assistance, Bangla-
desh will finally find a peaceful
resolution to these conflicts,”

‘e said.

of External Affairs, and Sara
Beysolow Nyanti, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Republic of
Liberia, held on December17.
During the visit, Mude also
called on Jeremiah Kpan
Koung, Vice President and
Louise M Kpoto, Minister of
Health and Social Welfare
amongst other ministers.
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