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Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee inaugu-
rates the Christmas Festival at Allen Park, 
Park Street. � BISWAJIT GHOSHAL                     (Page 3)
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WEATHER

Cloudy. Hazy in the evening. Maximum 
and minimum temperatures likely to be 
around 27°C and 18°C respectively. 
 
RAINFALL: NIL 
RELATIVE HUMIDITY  
Max. 71%  Min. 58% 
TEMPERATURE 
Max: 27.4˚C               Min: 18.8˚C  
SUN RISES                 SUN SETS 
06:11 hrs                   16:57 hrs 
MOON RISES              MOON SETS 
21:46 hrs                   10:10 hrs 

 New Moon on 31 December

Longest surviving Hizbul commander 
killed in encounter in J&K: In a major blow 
to terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, the 
longest surviving Hizbul Mujahideen com-
mander, Farooq Ahmad Bhat alias Nalli, was 
among five categorized terrorists killed on 
Thursday in an encounter in south Kash-
mir's Kadder village of Behibagh Kulgam 
district. Two security forces personnel 
were injured during the gunfight. (Pg 7) 
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CHAMPIONS TROPHY 
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T
he row between 
the BJP-led NDA 
and the Congress-
led Opposition 

over Bhimrao Ambedkar 
took an ugly turn on Thurs-
day when a scuffle broke 
out in the Parliament prem-
ises in which two saffron 
party MPs were wounded 
and had to be hospitalised. 

The two BJP MPs, 
Mukesh Rajput (Far-
rukhabad) and Pratap Singh 
Sarangi (Balasore), blamed 
Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi for the incident in 
which they sustained injuries.  

Amid high drama in the 
Parliament premises where 
the MPs of the two fronts 
were holding separate 
demonstrations over the 
Ambedkar issue, Congress 
chief and Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha 
Mallikarjun Kharge also 
alleged he lost his balance 
and was forced to sit down 
on the ground when he 
was pushed by BJP MPs. 

The incident took place 
when the INDIA bloc MPs 

who were demanding an 
apology and the resignation 
of Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah over his remarks 
on Babasaheb Ambedkar, 
came face to face with the 
BJP lawmakers, who were 
protesting alleging that the 
Congress has insulted the 
architect of the Indian Con-
stitution. The scuffle took 
place near the main entry 
of Parliament. 

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Kiren Rijiju told 
reporters: “They (Opposi-
tion) protest every day. 
They have been indulging 
in sloganeering and protest-
ing everyday, For the first 
time, BJP MPs were protest-
ing at Makar Dwar today. 
They were protesting against 

the misinformation being 
spread by Congress.” An 
agitated Mr Rijiju asked: 
“Who has given him (Rahul 
Gandhi) the right to push? 
They (Congress MPs) 
pushed and assaulted... if 
other MPs also start, what 
will happen then?” 

BJP Rajya Sabha MP S 
Phangnon Konyak, from 
Nagaland, told the Upper 
House that she has written 
to Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, alleging “misbe-
haviour” by Mr Gandhi.  

Parliament again 
became a casualty of the 
incidents outside as both 
Houses were adjourned 
without conducting any 
business. The Winter session 
of Parliament is scheduled 

to conclude tomorrow. 
The injured Mr Sarangi, 

who was in his wheelchair, 
told reporters at RML Hos-
pital: “Rahul Gandhi pushed 
an MP who fell on me after 
which I fell down.” 

In his defence, Rahul 
Gandhi said: “This might 
be on your camera. I was 
trying to go inside through 
the Parliament entrance, 
BJP MPs were trying to 
stop me, push me and 
threaten me. So this hap-
pened...Yes, this has hap-
pened (Mallikarjun Kharge 
being pushed). But we do 
not get affected by jostling. 
But this is the entrance 
and we have the right to 
go in. BJP MPs were trying 
to stop us from going in...The 

central issue is that they 
are attacking the Consti-
tution and insulting the 
memory of Ambedkar ji.” 

          (More on Page 5)

Ugly turn to Govt-Oppn 
tussle over Ambedkar 
Two BJP MPs injured as scuffle breaks out between lawmakers at Parliament complex 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday called 
up BJP MPs Pratap Sarangi 
and Mukesh Rajput to 
inquire about their well-
being after they sustained 
injuries during a scuffle 
between the opposition 
and ruling alliance at the 
Parliament entra nce, 
allegedly involving Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi. 

Both the BJP MPs were 
admitted to Delhi's Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital. 
PM Modi assured the two 
MPs of his full support. 
Medical Superintendent 
Ajay Shukla said that both 
the MPs suffered head 
injuries and have been 
admitted to the ICU. SNS

PM calls up 
injured MPs, 
assures  
full support

Oppn’s no-trust motion 
against Dhankhar rejected
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh on Thursday 
rejected the no-confidence 
motion moved by the Oppo-
sition against Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, terming 
it "an act of impropriety" to 
"mar the reputation of the 
chairman". 

In a detailed order, the 
deputy chairman called the 
motion "flawed". 

Explaining the reasons 
for the rejection, he pointed 
out that the mandatory 14-

day notice required to move 
such a motion was not pro-
vided. Additionally, he noted 
that Mr Dhankhar's name 
was misspelt in the notice. 

At least 60 Opposition 
MPs of the INDIA bloc had 
on 10 December submitted 
the notice seeking removal 
of Mr Dhankhar. 



KOLKATA, FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 202402
Amit Shah to attend 
SSB’s 61st Raising 
Day in Siliguri
The SSB’s Raising Day celebration will begin tomorrow morning, 
with Mr Shah scheduled to join the programme after 11 a.m
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE  
SILIGURI, 19 DECEMBER 

 

U
nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah is 
set to arrive at Bag-
dogra Airport late 

tonight (Thursday) to attend 
the 61st Raising Day cele-
brations of the Sashastra 
Seema Bal (SSB) at its Frontier 
Headquarters in Ranidanga, 
Siliguri, tomorrow.  

Mr Shah will also chair 
an “Area Assessment Register 
Review” meeting during his 
visit. 

The Home Minister will 
land close to midnight aboard 
an Indian Air Force (IAF) air-
craft and proceed directly 
to the SSB headquarters for 
an overnight stay. 

In preparation for Mr 
Shah’s visit, Officer on Special 
Duty (OSD) in the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, V K Upad-
hyay, has issued detailed 
instructions to ensure full 
proof security arrangements. 
Coordination among Delhi 
Police, CRPF, West Bengal 
Police, and other security 
agencies has been mandated, 
with an Advanced Security 
Liaison (ASL) to address all 
aspects of the Home Minister’s 
transit and stay. 

According to the OSD, 
“Adequate and comprehen-
sive measures must be taken 
in view of the current security 
scenario.” Helicopter travel, 

if included in the itinerary, 
will require prompt com-
munication of helipad coor-
dinates by local authorities 
to BSF Air Wing DIG Shankar 
Srivastava. Backup commu-
nication protocols have also 
been outlined for seamless 
coordination. 

The SSB’s Raising Day 
celebration will begin tomor-
row morning, with Mr Shah 
scheduled to join the pro-
gramme after 11 a.m. As part 
of the event, he will virtually 
inaugurate residential facilities 
for Border Defence Force 
personnel at the Immigration 
Check Post (ICP) in Petra-
pole. 

Following the celebrations 
and a working lunch, Mr 
Shah will hold a high-level 
“Area Assessment Register 
Review” meeting with senior 

officials, expected to last over 
30 minutes. This meeting is 
crucial for assessing regional 
security and operational 
readiness, sources said. 

Eight senior officials will 
accompany the Home Min-
ister throughout his visit. 
Arrangements for boarding 
and transportation for the 
officials from IAF and BSF 
are being meticulously 
planned to ensure smooth 
operations. 

Mr Shah is expected to 
conclude his engagements 
in Siliguri and depart for 
Bagdogra Airport later in the 
afternoon. 

The visit underlines the 
government’s focus on border 
security and regional stability, 
with significant emphasis 
on inter-agency coordination 
and preparedness. 

Land grab bid: FIR lodged against  
12 after Moloy Ghatak’s intervention
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
ASANSOL, 19 DECEMBER 

 
An FIR has been lodged 
against twelve persons by a 
resident of Hill View area 
under Hirapur Police Station. 
This action follows Law Min-
ister Moloy Ghatak's directive 
to the West Burdwan District 
Magistrate to take stern action 
against land mafias. 

On 1 December, a group 
of 50 to 60 armed individuals, 
allegedly belonging to land 
mafias, forcefully entered a 
plot and assaulted local secu-
rity personnel and others 
present. The entire incident 
was captured on CCTV 
footage, which subsequently 
went viral. This triggered a 
massive public agitation, 
forcing the local MLA to visit 
Hill View and hold a meeting 
with the residents. 

The MLA subsequently 
submitted a written complaint 
to the District Magistrate, 
urging stern action. He said 
that he had never witnessed 
such hooliganism before and 
declared that he would not 
tolerate such activities by 
land mafias. 

Earlier, in September of 
this year, the MLA had filed 
complaints against eleven 
instances of land encroach-

ment and illegal pond filling 
in Asansol. The Asansol Dur-
gapur Police Commission-
erate (ADPC) has so far arrest-
ed five individuals for gov-
ernment land encroachment 
and illegally filling water bod-
ies. 

Hirapur Police Station has 
registered a case against 
twelve individuals named in 
the FIR and another 25 
unidentified persons in con-
nection with the incident. 

The individuals named 
in the FIR are: Dharmendra 
Kumar Singh, Satyam Singh, 
Rameshwar Singh, Ritesh 
Singh, Nikki Paswan, Mannu 
Srivastav, Chandan Prasad, 
Piyush Singh, Santosh Singh, 
etc. Akash Singh, who filed 
the FIR, stated that he had 
purchased the 1.10-cottah 
plot in 2023 and was in the 
process of constructing a 
boundary wall when the mis-
creants attacked. 

Three individuals – Rahul 
Kumar, Tamal Chakraborty, 
and Arti Paswan – were injured 
in the assault. 

The Hill View Park Devel-
opment Committee also 
lodged a separate complaint 
with the police station after 
meeting with Law, Judiciary, 
and Labour Minister Moloy 
Ghatak. 

Basanti Aich, a local res-
ident, described the incident 
as swift and shocking, akin 
to a Bollywood movie, leaving 
everyone stunned and terri-
fied. 

Recently, Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee directed 
DGP Rajeev Kumar to take 
stern action against land 
mafias across the state during 
an administrative meeting 
at Nabanna. Following this 
directive, the Asansol Dur-
gapur Police Commission-
erate has also initiated raids 
and made arrests.

Six illegal immigrants 
caught in Nadia,  
four touts also held
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KRISHNAGAR, 19 DECEMBER  

 
Six Bangladeshi nationals, 
including two minors, present 
in India illegally, and four 
Indian touts were arrested 
by Hanshkhali police under 
the Ranaghat Police District 
in Nadia. 

Acting on a tip-off, police 
raided a house in 
Barochupria, Ramnagar-1 
Gram Panchayat, late on 
Wednesday night and appre-
hended the group for illegal 
entry into India. 

The arrested individuals 
- Rujina Khatun, Anwara 
Begam, Libia Khatun, Russel 
Hossain, and two minors - 
were said to have crossed 
the Indo-Bangladesh border 
unlawfully about a month 
ago. According to police, 
they initially took shelter at 
the house of one Anwara 
Biswas in Barochupria. 

The group later travelled 
to Mumbai in search of jobs, 
working as daily labourers 
and domestic workers. They 
returned to Biswas' residence 
a few days ago. 

Police also arrested four 
Indian intermediaries - Balai 
Ray, Sagar Biswas, Hyder 
Mondol, and Anwara Biswas 
- who allegedly facilitated 
the illegal stay of the 
Bangladeshi nationals. The 
touts had reportedly prom-
ised to provide them with 
forged identity documents, 
including Aadhaar cards, 
PAN cards, voter IDs, and 
passports. 

During interrogation, it 

was revealed that the group 
exploited the dense fog of 
the winter season and crossed 
the dried-up Ichamati river 
to sneak into India. The 
porous nature of the border 
and lax surveillance in certain 
areas also helped in facili-
tating their illegal er ntry. 

Police sources disclosed 
that, in the last year, as many 
as 190 individuals, including 
Bangladeshi nationals and 
their Indian accomplices, 
have been arrested under 
the Foreigners’ Act. The 
authorities are intensifying 
surveillance along the border 
and targeting networks facil-
itating illegal crossings. 

Superintendent of Police, 
Ranaghat Police District, 
emphasised the need for 
stringent monitoring and 
collaboration between border 
authorities to curb such 
activities. The arrested indi-
viduals are expected to be 
produced in court tomorrow, 
while investigations continue 
to identify other members 
of the smuggling network.

Border Security Force (BSF) 
personnel check people 
who are coming from 
Bangladesh, at the Gho-
jadanga check-post in North 
24 Parganas � ANI

T E N D E R
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CM Mamata Banerjee kicks off 
Kolkata Christmas Festival
Chief minister raps Central government for scrapping Christmas Day as a national holiday

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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C
hief minister Mama-
ta Banerjee on 
Thursday rapped 
the Central govern-

ment for scrapping 25 Decem-
ber, Christmas Day, as a 
national holiday as she inau-
gurated the annual Kolkata 
Christmas Festival at Allen 
Park, Park Street. 

Addressing a gathering 
at  on the occasion, Miss 
Banerjee said: “Earlier, 25 
December used to be a 
national holiday but the 
Centre has scrapped that 
holiday but  I  never do such 
things. We mark this august 
occasion  as a holiday in our 
state.We want everybody on 
this occasion to take time 
off for celebration, by visiting 
churches and offering 

prayers. I myself go to a 
church at midnight on 24 
December to participate in 
midnight carols and offering 
prayers.” 

Miss Banerjee reiterated: 
“We, the people of Bengal 
love all religions  and culture, 
and respect harmony. Bengal 
love to go along with every-
body. I am launching the 
festival today and it will con-
tinue till 30 December. There 

will be no movement of vehic-
ular traffic on 24 and 25 
December here (Park Street). 
People can walk on these 
two days. Many cultural pro-
grammes would be organised 
here everyday. Christmas 
means love, Christmas means 
joy, Christmas means peace, 
Christmas means unity.” 
Miss Banerjee during her 
speech also expressed shock 
at the comments made by 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah in the Rajya Sabha 
insulting the memory of B R 
Ambedkar. “All communities 
have  their separate relevance 
in a society . We need to go 
along with  everybody. I’m 
shocked at the alleged com-
ments made on the founder 
of our constitution Babasaheb 
Ambedkar,” she told the  
gathering.  
(Photos by Biswajit Ghoshal)

Villages in Jhargram battle 
severe riverbank erosion as 
Kangsabati river advances

BISWABRATA GOSWAMI 
MIDNAPORE, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The villages of Baita, Kun-
garpur, and Balishira in the 
Binpur-1 block of Jhargram 
district are grappling with 
an escalating crisis as river-
bank erosion along the 
Kangsabati river threatens 
their homes and livelihoods. 
Agricultural lands, the pri-
mary source of income for 
residents, are being devoured 
by the river, leaving villagers 
anxious about their future. 

The situation has wors-
ened during the monsoon 
season, particularly when 
water is released from the 
Mukutmanipur reservoir in 
Bankura, causing the river 
to overflow and breach its 
banks. In Kungarpur, the 
river is dangerously close to 
residential areas, with 
embankments showing signs 
of collapse under the pressure 
of strong currents. 

Local residents have 
repeatedly demanded con-
struction of robust embank-
ments to curb erosion, but 
their calls have largely gone 
unanswered. “For a long 
time, we have been urging 
the administration to take 
action. Despite protests, no 
significant measures have 
been implemented,” said 
Tarak Chalak, Upapradhan 
of Baita Gram Panchayat. 

Biswajit Bera, an Assistant 
Professor of Geography at 
Sidho Kanho Birsha Univer-
sity, highlighted the com-
plexities of managing Bengal’s 
river systems. “Linear 
embankments were con-

structed to control floods, 
but they have led to sediment 
buildup and restricted dis-
persal, causing long-term 
changes in river dynamics. 
Low-height earthen embank-
ments, however, can still 
play a significant role in mit-
igating low-intensity floods,” 
Mr Bera explained. 

Environmentalist Pravat 
Kumar Shit added that 
human activities, including 
sand mining and land use 
changes along the river, have 
exacerbated the issue. “Rivers 
are non-linear by nature, 
and controlling their behavior 
with linear embankments 
is an immense challenge. 
During monsoons, high 
runoff causes embankment 
breaches, leading to cata-
strophic flooding,” he noted. 

In response to mounting 
pressure, Namit Sarkar, exec-
utive engineer of the district 
irrigation department, said 
that steps are being taken 
to address the problem. “A 
budget of Rs 6.10 crore has 
been sanctioned to combat 
erosion along 1.825 kilome-
ters of the Kangsabati River 
in Binpur-1 block. Construc-
tion work on embankments 
is currently underway,” he 
said. 

However, villagers remain 
skeptical about the efficacy 
and timeliness of the meas-
ures. The urgent need for 
sustainable and effective 
solutions is evident as the 
Kangsabati River continues 
to encroach on settlements 
and farmland, leaving an 
indelible mark on the lives 
of those in its path.

Youth caught making digital 
map of Army’s Panagarh station
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
DURGAPUR, 19 DECEMBER 

 
A youth equipped with cyber 
equipment trespassed into 
the prohibited zone of the 
Indian Army's Panagarh 
Base and was intercepted 
by jawans while preparing 
a digital map of the restricted 
area. 

The youth claimed to be 
working for a private cellular 
network company, stating 
that he was preparing a 
route map for laying under-
ground internet fibre cables 
and towers. However, he 
failed to produce valid doc-
uments to support his claim. 

Nilesh Yadav, the youth, 
hails from Banka district in 
Bihar. Army Civil Depot 
Jawans detected various 
mapping apps installed on 
his Android phone. Five 
cellphones were recovered 
from his possession. The 
jawans suspected that he 
may be involved with foreign 
forces. 

The jawans handed over 
the youth to the officials of 
Budbud Police Station. The 
ACJM Court in Durgapur 
denied his bail petition and 
ordered five days of police 
remand to facilitate further 
interrogation and  
investigations.

Bengal government withdraws affidavit filed in 
Calcutta HC on Rekha Patra’s election petition
AGENCIES 
KOLKATA, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The West Bengal government 
on Thursday withdrew its 
affidavit in the election peti-
tion filed by Rekha Patra, 
the BJP candidate for Basirhat 
Lok Sabha constituency in 
North 24 Parganas district 
in the general elections this 
year. 

The state government 
has also tendered an apology 
to the court for filing the 
affidavit which carried the 
signature of the returning 
officer despite the state gov-
ernment not being a party 
in the said election petition. 

The counsel for Patra had 
questioned how the returning 
officer could sign the copy 
of the affidavit filed by the 
state government and also 
questioned the neutrality of 
the returning officer. 

Thereafter the single-
judge bench of Krishna Rao, 
before whom the election 
petition was filed, asked the 
state government for the 
reason behind filing the affi-
davit despite not being a 
party in the case. 

Finally, on Thursday, the 
state government withdrew 
the affidavit and tendered 
an apology in the matter. 

The next hearing on the 
matter will be in January 
2025. 

Patra became the face of 
the movement by women 
at Sandeshkhali  under 
Basirhat sub-division in 
North 24 Parganas district 
before the Lok Sabha polls 
this year against the events 
of sexual harassment on 
women and illegal land grab-
bing by now-suspended local 
Trinamool Congress leader 
Sheikh Shahjahan and his 
associates. 

Later, the BJP fielded her 
as the party candidate in 
the Parliamentary polls How-
ever, she was defeated by 
Trinamool candidate Haji 

Nurul Islam. 
In her election petition 

filed in June, Patra accused 
the winning Trinamool can-
didate, who died in Septem-
ber, of suppressing infor-
mation to the Election Com-
mission. Her counsel claimed 
that the Trinamool candidate 
adopted an immoral stance 
while contesting the elec-
tion. 

Thereafter in July, the 
single-judge bench ordered 
serving notice to all parties 
concerned in the case and 
also directed the preservation 
of all election-related doc-
uments including EVMs, 
postal ballots, and CCTV 
footage among others.

Controversy surrounds WBMC registrar appointment
SUBHENDU MAITI 
KOLKATA, 19 DECEMBER 

 
A controversy has erupted 
around the West Bengal Med-
ical Council (WBMC) over 
the appointment procedure 
for its new registrar. 

On 25 October, the state 
health department, headed 
by Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee, cancelled the reap-
pointment of Registrar Manas 
Chakraborty, effective 1 
November 2019. This action 
was taken because the WBMC 

did not obtain approval from 
the state government before 
reappointing him. Mr. 
Chakraborty served as registrar 
from 2016 to his retirement 
on 31 October 2019. 

In a letter to Dr. Sudipta 
Roy, the health department 
directed him to appoint a 
new registrar to replace Mr. 
Chakraborty. 

To appoint the new reg-
istrar, the state medical council
published an open adver-
tisement in newspapers on 
7 December. The advertise-

ment invited interested can-
didates with a maximum age 
limit of 35 years, with the 
application deadline set for 
1 January 2024. This has 

sparked significant contro-
versy. 

Some senior WBMC 
employees expressed concern 
that this advertisement 

allowed individuals who had 
never worked for the council 
to apply for the registrar posi-
tion. They also pointed out 
that the selected candidate 
could potentially serve as 
registrar for up to 25 years 
based on the age limit crite-
ria. 

Traditionally, the WBMC 
appointed its registrar by 
promoting an assistant reg-
istrar or an upper division 
assistant (UDA) with extensive 
experience within the council. 
This practice has been fol-

lowed since 1990. 
The post of registrar was 

typically filled by promoting 
qualified internal candidates. 
Age was not a significant factor 
in these appointments. Former 
registrars Dilip Ghosh and Mr. 
Chakraborty were both appoint-
ed through this traditional 
process of promotion. 

The Bengal Medical Act 
of 1914 mandates that the 
WBMC obtain clearance from 
the state government before 
appointing a registrar. How-
ever, the council has not 

adhered to this requirement 
since Mr. Chakraborty's 
appointment. 

Assistant Registrar Swarup 
Dutta has filed complaints 
with Principal Secretary 
Narayan Swarup Nigam, the 
Director of Medical Education, 
the Director of Health Services, 
and Dr. Roy, challenging the 
advertisement and the 
appointment process. 

Sources within the health 
department suggest that Mr. 
Dutta, with over 13 years of 
service as the senior-most 

assistant registrar at the 
WBMC, would have been a 
suitable candidate for the 
position if the council had 
followed the traditional pro-
motion-based appointment 
process. 

Junior and senior doctors 
have been highly critical of 
Mr. Chakraborty's reappoint-
ment and the activities of 
the WBMC led by Dr. Roy, 
particularly following the 
rape and murder of a woman 
doctor at R.G. Kar Medical 
College Hospital on 9 August.

FURIOUS PROTEST

Congress workers stage an agitation against Union home 
minister Amit Shah at Jadubabur Bazar on Thursday � SNS

Traditionally, the WBMC appointed its registrar 
by promoting an assistant registrar or an 
upper division assistant (UDA) with extensive 
experience within the council. This practice has 
been followed since 1990. The post of registrar 
was typically filled by promoting qualified 
internal candidates. Age was not a significant 
factor in these appointments. promotion.
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Kolkata’s Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose International 
Airport is set to celebrate its centenary on 21 December
AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Kolkata's Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose International Airport 
is set to celebrate its centenary 
on December 21, with the 
grand event will be inaugu-
rated by Union Minister of 
Civil Aviation Rammohan 
Naidu Kinjarapu. 

The landmark occasion 
will be attended by Murlidhar 
Mohol, Union Minister of 
State for Civil Aviation and 
Cooperation; Prof Saugata 
Roy, Member of Parliament 
(Lok Sabha); Vumlunmang 
Vualnam, Secretary, Ministry 
of Civil Aviation; Vipin Kumar, 
Chairman, Airports Authority 
of India and other respected 
dignitaries, the Airport Author-
ity of India stated in a release. 

The celebration will reflect 
on the rich legacy of the 
airport while showcasing its 
pivotal role in shaping the 
future of Indian aviation. 

 According to the release, 
a budget-friendly cafe named 
"UDAN Yatri Cafe" will also 
be launched at the NSCBI 
Airport, Kolkata as a pilot 

project supporting the trans-
formative initiatives by MoCA 
and AAI. 

The cafe will offer a curated 
menu with affordable pricing, 
ensuring that passengers 
have access to quality food 
at a cost-effective rate, 
enhancing their travel expe-
rience. 

 A series of initiatives have 
also been planned including 
the release of a commemo-
rative stamp and coin to hon-
our the 100 years of Kolkata 
Airport along with the launch 
of a coffee table book show-
casing India's cultural heritage 
reflected in modern airport 
architecture. 

  Spreading across an area 
of 1566.3 acres of land and a 
built-up area of 2,30,000 Sqm, 
NSCBI Airport is equipped 
to serve 26 million passengers 
annually and caters to around 
49 domestic and 15 Interna-
tional destinations. 

In the vibrant heart of 
Kolkata, where tradition 
meets innovation, stands the 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
International Airport (NSCBI 
Airport)--a gateway that has 
shaped India's aviation jour-
ney for a hundred years and 
is also an enduring symbol 
of resilience, progress, and 
connectivity. 

Established in 1924 as 

Dum Dum Airport, Kolkata 
Airport pioneered Indian avi-
ation by hosting the Bengal 
Flying Club (1929), becoming 
one of the first jet service 
hub (1964) and opening its 
first dedicated airline cargo 
terminal in 1975. 

It was renamed as Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport in 1995 and 
its New Integrated Terminal 
which was inaugurated in 
2013 blends heritage with 
innovation, cementing its 
status as the gateway to East 
and Northeast India. 

The Airport also drives 
economic growth, supporting 
businesses through robust 
air-freight services including 
a state-of-the-art cargo ter-
minal that connects eastern 
India into the world. 

As AAI's Kolkata Airport 
celebrates 100 years of its 
service to the nation, it stands 
as a glittering monument to 
the city of joy. From its humble 
origins to its place among 
the world's great aviation 
hubs, Kolkata Airport has 
been a bridge between people, 
cultures, and nations.

Firhad Hakim attends a mass meeting at Furfura Darbar Sharif against the Waqf Amendment Bill at Rashmoni Road on Thursday� SNS

INIMICAL LEGISLATION

Parents of RG Kar Hospital victim 
move HC seeking a fresh probe
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T
he parents of the 31 
year-old woman post 
graduate trainee 
(PGT) doctor who 

was raped and murdered at 
the R G Kar Medical College 
Hospital on 9 August moved 
Calcutta High Court on Thurs-
day seeking a fresh investi-
gation into the incident. 

Expressing a lack of con-
fidence in the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) probing 
the incident that led to public 
outrage and a prolonged strike 
by junior doctors of govern-
ment medical colleges and 
hospitals in West Bengal and 
outside, the petitioners prayed 

for a direction for a fresh 
inquiry into the rape and 
murder of their daughter. 

Justice Tirthankar Ghosh 
asked their lawyer to add the 
central investigating agency 
CBI as a party in the petition 
and mention the matter again 

before the court on Monday. 
The brutalised body of  

the on-duty PGT doctor was 
found in the chest medicine 
department in the fourth 
floor housed in the nine-
storeyed casualty building 
at the RG Kar Medical College 

and Hospital on 9 August 
morning. 

The Sealdah court on 13 
December granted bail to 
RG Kar Medical College and 
Hospital’s ex-principal 
Sandip Ghosh and Tallah 
police station's officer-in-
charge Abhijit Mondal in 
the case. 

They were granted bail 
as the CBI failed to file charge 
sheets against them within 
the 90-day statutory period, 
according to their lawyers. 

While Dr Ghosh was 
accused of tampering with 
evidence in the case, the 
police officer was accused 
of delaying the filing of an 
FIR after the body was found. 

The CBI has filed a charge 

sheet against the prime 
accused, Sanjay Roy, a former 
civic volunteer of the Kolkata 
Police.<In its charge sheet, 
the CBI said Mr Roy allegedly 
committed the crime when 
the victim had gone to sleep 
in the hospital's seminar 
room during a break. 

The aggrieved parents 
alleged that the evidence in 
connection with their daugh-
ter’s rape and murder have 
been tampered with. They 
are not confident in the way 
the investigation is being 
carried out by the CBI. The 
probe would be stalled in 
mid-way if the court does 
not intervene and direct a 
fresh investigation into the 
incident, they contended.

The CBI said Roy allegedly committed the crime when the victim had gone to sleep in the hospital's seminar room during a break

7,949 beneficiaries to receive Bangla 
Bari funds in W Burdwan in 1st phase
DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY 
ASANSOL, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Under the Banglar Bari Scheme, 
in the first phase, 7,949 ben-
eficiaries in West Burdwan 
district will receive funds from 
the state government. 

In West Burdwan district, 
a total of 15,863 beneficiaries 
have been approved under 
the Banglar Bari Scheme. In 
the first phase, approximately 
7,949 individuals will receive 
Rs. 60,000 each as the first 
installment. 

These 7,949 beneficiaries 
were selected under four cat-
egories: 5,148 by the local civil 
administration of the district, 
196 from the Chief Minister's 
Office (CMO), and 2,557 from 
categories including natural 
disasters and missing data. 

Incidentally, the central 

government has stopped fund-
ing under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana Scheme, citing 
massive corruption. In 
response, the Mamata Baner-
jee-led state government 
announced that it would bear 
the entire cost of constructing 
houses under the Banglar Bari 
Scheme. 

Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee announced that 
funds would be directly trans-
ferred to the beneficiaries' 
accounts starting this month. 
She directed all district admin-
istrations to submit the final 
list within a stipulated time-
frame. 

Accordingly, all district 
administrations have recently 
finalized the lists and submitted 
them to Nabanna for final 
approval. 

In Andal block, 1,285 out 

of 1,378 beneficiaries will 
receive the installments in 
the first phase. 

In Barabani block, approx-
imately 726 beneficiaries out 
of 2,598 will receive the funds 
in the first phase. 

609 beneficiaries in Dur-
gapur-Faridpur block, 708 
beneficiaries in  Jamuria Block 
1,458 beneficiaries in Kanksha 
Block, 1,397 beneficiaries in 
Pandaveswar block, 166 ben-
eficiaries in Raniganj Block 
and 1,599 beneficiaries in 
Salanpur Block will also receive 
the funds. 

It is expected that all 7,949 
beneficiaries in West Burdwan 
district will receive disburse-
ments in their bank accounts 
under the Banglar Bari Scheme 
by December 25, as promised 
by Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee.

Twin Burdwan districts get `4,650 cr worth  
of investment proposals in MSME sector
KANCHAN SIDDIQUI 
DURGAPUR, 19 DECEMBER 

 
 The twin Burdwan districts 
have recorded investment 
proposals worth Rs 4,650 crore 
in the MSME sector, which, 
according to state MSME 
Minister Chandranath Sinha, 
is estimated to reach Rs 10,000 
crore in the coming years. 

Mr Sinha addressed the 
"Synergy & Business Facili-
tation Conclaves, 2024-25" 
for Micro, Small & Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) at the 
civic body's Srijani Auditorium 
today. 

He stated: "In 2024-25, 
bank lending to MSME units 
in East & West Burdwan is 
estimated at Rs 7,371 crore. 
The number of registered 
units has reached 1,19,703 as 
of December 15th this year, 

which is a highly encouraging 
figure." East Burdwan accom-
modates 69,656 units, while 
its western counterpart, known 
primarily for heavy industries, 
has registered 50,047 units. 

The West Bengal Small 
Industries Development Cor-
poration (WBSIDC), a Special 
Purpose Vehicle for MSMEs, 
is accelerating the develop-
ment of three new industrial 
parks in East & West Burdwan. 
This includes a Rs 11.72 crore 
Common Facility Centre for 
the Refractory Brick Cluster 
at Salanpur, Asansol, covering 
135 units and employing 
5,100 workers. At Dharma in 
Salanpur, work is underway 
on a new Rs 14.51 crore indus-
trial park on 7.09 acres that 
will house 27 MSME units. 
Additionally, the focus has 
been intensified on Phase II 

of the ambitious Rs 75.38 
crore Durgapur Industrial 
Park on 27.32 acres, said 
Hiranmoy Chowdhury, Assis-
tant Manager, WBSIDC in 
Durgapur. 

“The second phase of the 
Rs 15.18 crore Industrial Park 
at Shaktigarh in East Burdwan 
on 15.76 acres has nearly 
been completed, and the 
state-of-the-art infrastructure 
will undoubtedly attract 
numerous MSME units soon,” 
the Minister said. 

Two state-aided private 
industrial parks on 43.40 acres 
are being developed at Andal 
in Durgapur, where 61 MSME 
units with an accumulated 
investment potential of Rs 
150 crore are to be accom-
modated, the Minister stated. 
The Chairman of the Asansol 
Durgapur Development 

Authority, Kabi Dutta, pro-
posed to the Minister at 
today's conclave to establish 
a state-of-the-art entrepre-
neurship training center in 
Durgapur to nurture future 
investors. He said: “We need 
to cultivate smart investors 
with a futuristic vision in the 
coming days, and for this, 
we need to train the youth.” 

The Minister stated that 
a total of 58 units in these 
two districts have benefited 
under the Banglashree incen-
tive scheme. Under the 
Bhabishyat Credit Card 
Scheme, an MSME initiative 
for unemployed youth with 
no educational barriers, a 
total of 4,757 loan applications 
for self-reliance have been 
approved by banks in these 
two districts until last  
November.

Dover Lane Music Conference: Elam 
Indira, Anirban Roy chosen for awards
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
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At the annual Dover Lane 
Music Conference, scheduled 
to take place in January 2025,  
the Sangeet Samman Award 
will be given to Elam Indira 
Devi, Manipuri Dancer. 

The Carring Minds Inter-
national Award for Young 
Talents, meanwhile, will be 
given to Master Anirban Roy 
(13 years) for his “incredible 
performances in Flute”. 

This was announced by 
Sanjay Budhia, patron of the 
Dover Lane Annual Music 

Conference at a press meet 
in the city on Thursday. 

Mr Budhia, speaking to 
the media, also observed: 
“The conference over the 

years has not only evolved 
as the ideal portrayal of India’s 
rich cultural heritage but 
also equally shown the bond-
ing confluence between musi-

cians and music lovers as 
we see people from all over 
the world visiting Kolkata 
only to attend this  
conference.”

 
 I AM MANIRUDDIN 

Mudi, Village: Devalaya 
Mudipara, Post Office: 
Devalaya, P.S.: Deganga, 
District: North 24 Parganas. 
In my son Rohit Mudi's birth 
certificate and secondary 
admit card my name is mis-
takenly Moniruddin Mudi 
and my wife's name is Bilkis 
Bibi Khatun instead of 
Bilkish Bibi. Affidavit of 
Magistrate in Basirhat Court 
First Class dated 10-9-2024 
Maniruddin Mudi and 
Moniruddin Mudi and Bilkis 
Bibi Khatun and Bilkish Bibi 
are known to be the same 
person from today. 

 
 
I, SUBHOJIT Mitra, S/o. 

Bikash Chandra, R/o. Bira 
Ballab Pally, Ashoknagar, 
North 24 Parganas, W.B., 
Pin-743234, declare that my 
father Bikash Chandra Mitra 
and Bikash Mitra same 
identical person, vide affi-
davit (Sl.No.-5320) Ld. 
Judicial Magistrate 1st 
Class at Barasat Court on 
06-12-24. 

  
  
I'M NAZMA Biswas, W/o. 

Faruk Hossain Biswas, 
residing of Malidah Bagdah, 
North 24 Pgs.-743232 
Farzana Sultana Alim, W/o. 
Abdul Alim is my daughter in 
her Birth Certificate and 
Passport my name is men-
tioned Nazma Khatun by 
mistake. By the power of 
affidavit of Bongaon Court 
Dated: 11-12-2024 known 
as Nazma Biswas and  

 
Nazma Khatun is one and 

same person. 
 
 
I, SEKH Nazir Hossain 

alias Sk. Nazir Hossain, S/o. 
Late Sekh Mosaraf Ali, 
residing at Vill.: Ankurhati 
(Dangapara), P.S.: Domjur, 
P.O.: Salap, District: 
Howrah, West Bengal, Pin-
711409, hereby declare that 
Sekh Nazir Hossain and Sk. 
Nazir Hossain is one and 
the same person and 
henceforth will be known as 
Sekh Nazir Hossain as per 
affidavit dated 13-12-2024 
sworn before the 1st Class 
Judicial Magistrate at 
Howrah. 

 
 
I, SAPTAMI Tarafdar, 

W/o. Nikhil Chandra 
Biswas, R/o. 142/184, Sarat 
Chatterjee Road, Chata 
Park, Parnasree Pally, Kol.-
60 have changed my name 
from Saptami Tarafdar to 
Saptami Biswas vide affi-
davit dated 17-12-2024 at 
the court of Ld. 1st Class 
Judicial Magistrate at 
Alipore. That both names 
Saptami Tarafdar and 
Saptami Biswas pertain to 
one and the same person. 

 
 
I, GOURI Barik, daughter 

of late Drona Charyajya. In 
my mother LIC policy my 
name was recorded as 
"Muni Mandal" and in my 
PAN my father's name was 
recorded as "Dron Chandra  

 
Mandal”. As per affidavit 

of 1st Class Judicial 
Magistrate at Alipore dated 
30-11-2024 that Gouri Barik 
and Muni Mandal, daughter 
of Dronacharjya and Dron 
Chandra Mandal are the 
same and identical person. 
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TO BOOK AN 
ADVERTISE-

MENT PLEASE 
CALL

CCLASSIFIEDLASSIFIED

98307 80924 
(SHUBHRO DEV 

MITRA) 
98308 74087 / 
033 4801 8471

TENDER

Readers are requested to make  
appropriate enquiries and seek 
appropriate advice before sending 
money, incurring  any expenses, 
acting on medical recommenda-
tions or entering into any commit-
ment in relation to any advertise-
ment published in this publication. 
The Statesman Group doesn't 
vouch any claim made by the 
advertisers of products and serv-
ices. The printer, publisher, Editor 
and  owners of The Statesman 
Group publications shall not be 
held liable for any consequences, 
in the event such claims are not 
honoured by the advertisers. For 
any loss incurred, the onus lies 
entirely with advertisers and not 
with the publication.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CHANGE OF 
NAME

CHANGE OF 
NAME

CHANGE OF 
NAME

NOTICE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CIVIL COURT 

CALCUTTA 
Notified that the Judgeship of City Civil Court, 
Calcutta is going to float tender to select out-
sourcing agency for conducting examination 
for recruitment in different posts. For details 
please consult the official website at 
https://calcuttahighcourt.gov.in a n d 
https://citycivilcourtcalcutta.dcourts.gov.in  

By Order 
Chief Judge-cum-Chairman, Recruitment 

Committee, City Civil Court, Calcutta 
19-12-2024 
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The Chancellor and Founder 
of the  IEM-UEM Group, 
Prof. Satyajit Chakrabarti 
passed away on Thursday, 
the group announced in a 
press statement. 

The group, in a statement, 
described Chakrabarti as a 
luminary in the fields of engi-
neering and education, and 
said his visionary leadership 
and unwavering commitment 
have been instrumental in 
shaping the academic land-
scape of India. 

Chakrabarti, who began 
his professional career with 
the Steel Authority of India 
Limited (SAIL), turned to 
academia later in life.  

In 1989, seeking to address 
the technical and managerial 
resource shortage in the era 
of dynamic globalisation, 
Chakrabarti established the 
IEM-UEM Group.  

Under his leadership, the 
group set high standards in 
technical education, fostering 
innovation and excellence 
across its institutions. 
Chakrabarti’s commitment 
to education led to the found-

ing of the University of Engi-
neering & Management 
(UEM), with campuses in 
Jaipur and Kolkata, of which 
he was Chancellor, the group 
said. 

The IEM-UEM Group 
extends its deepest condo-
lences to Dr. Chakrabarti’s 
family, colleagues, students, 
and all who were touched 
by his wisdom and kindness, 
the group said.  

His passing is an immeas-
urable loss, but his vision 
and contributions will endure, 
guiding future generations, 
it said.

IEM-UEM Group mourns passing 
of founder Satyajit Chakrabarti

SBI ex-employee from 
Kolkata held for fraud: A 21-
year-old former employee of 
SBI was apprehended from 
Kolkata for supplying bank 
accounts on commission basis 
for online trading. Delhi police 
said a resident of Vasant Kunj 
had reported a cyber fraud of 
Rs 23,00,000  to police, in wh -
ich he had been defrauded of 
the money after being made 
part of a “discount trading” 
Whatsapp group and invest-
ing on its platform. Police said 
that upon following the mo -
ney trail, investigators came 
upon Ayan Das, who was later 
arrested. Das disclosed that 
he had worked for the SBI in 
one of its Kolkata branches 
and provided bank accounts 
to syndicate members.



05KOLKATA, FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 2024

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Rajya Sabha MP from Naga-
land S Phangnon Konyak 
Thursday accused Congress 
lawmaker and Leader of the 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi of hurting her 
“dignity and self-esteem”. 

A scuffle broke out on the 
Parliament premises in which 
two BJP MPs – Mukesh Rajput 
and Pratap Singh Sarangi – 
were injured and had to be 
hospitalised. 

These unsavoury incidents 
took place when INDIA bloc 
MPs, demanding an apology 
and resignation of Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
over his remarks on Babasa-
heb Ambedkar, came face 
to face with the BJP law-
makers, who were protesting 
against the Congress for 
allegedly insulting the archi-
tect of the Indian Constitu-
tion. 

Seeking protection from 
harassment by Rahul Gandhi, 
Konyak, belonging to the ST 
community, has written to 
Rajya Sabha Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankhar alleging 
misbehaviour by Rahul Gand-
hi with her. 

Konyak filed a complaint 
with Dhankar, claiming that 
her dignity and self-esteem 
have been deeply hurt 
because of the 'behaviour 
and conduct' of Rahul Gand-
hi. 

In her letter to the Rajya 
Sabha chairman, she claimed 

that Gandhi, along with other 
members of the grand old 
party, misbehaved with her 
and also made her 'uncom-
fortable' while she was 
protesting against the insult 
meted out to Babasaheb 
Ambedkar by the grand old 
party. 

“He misbehaved with me 
in a loud voice, and his phys-
ical proximity to me was so 
close that I, being a lady 
member, felt extremely 
uncomfortable,” she said, 
adding, “I stepped aside with 
a heavy heart and felt that 
no Member of Parliament 
should behave this way.” 

Meanwhile, Congress MP 
Hibi Eden wrote to Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla stating 
that Konyak's allegation 
against Rahul Gandhi is 
"entirely fabricated and 
devoid of facts and is a mali-
cious attempt at belittling 
the integrity of Leader of 
Opposition." 
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NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 

T
he BJP and Congress 
on Thursday traded 
charges over a scuffle 
between lawmakers 

of the two parties at Parliament 
premises earlier in the day. 

Both the NDA and INDIA 
bloc MPs had staged a protest 
in Parliament premises, when 
the scuffle broke out between 
the two sides, injuring two 
BJP MPs~ Pratap Chandra 
Sarangi and Mukesh Rajput. 
The BJP MPs were admitted 
to Delhi's Ram Manohar 
Lohia Hospital. BJP MP Pratap 
Chandra Sarangi alleged that 
he was hurt after a push from 
Leader of Opposition in Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi. Sarangi 
claimed that he was standing 
on stairs when another mem-

ber of Parliament fell on him, 
leading to an injury on his 
head. 

Responding to the incident, 
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi  while address-
ing a joint press conference 
refuted allegations of the BJP 

and called it a tactic of the 
ruling dispensation to divert
from the issue of billionaire 
businessman Gautam Adani 
and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah’s remarks on 
Babasaheb Ambedkar. 

Both the Congress leaders 
have also demanded the res-
ignation of Shah over his 

remarks on Ambedkar. 
Countering Rahul Gandhi 

during a joint press conference 
along with Union Minister 
and senior BJP leader Piyush 
Goyal at the BJP headquarters 
here, Union Minister and 
senior BJP leader Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said the saf-
fron party's MPs have com-
plained about the incident 
at Parliament premises. "And 
BJP will take all the required 
legal action," Chouhan said. 

He said Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Rahul Gandhi just did 
the press conference. "We 
thought they would apologise 
for what they did today. But 
they did not. I did not under-
stand why they did a press 
conference. Their press con-
ference displayed their arro-
gance... I have been seeing 
his behaviour. But what he 

(Rahul Gandhi) did today is 
unimaginable by a civilised 
society," Chouhan  said.  

"Today when BJP MPs 
were opposing at the Makar 
Dwar, Rahul Gandhi came 
there. Security personnel told 
them to use the other space 
on the side to enter. But he 
came there on purpose," the 
senior BJP leader said. 

"But deliberately and 
thoughtfully, Rahul Gandhi 
reached among our MPs and 
not only interfered but also 
indulged in pushing and 
hooliganism," he said. 

He said the BJP's elderly 
MP Pratap Chandra Sarangi 
was admitted to the ICU and 
he is still under treatment. 
“Will physical power be used 
in the Parliament instead of 
logic ?” the Union Minister 
said.   

BJP calls for legal action, Cong 
rejects saffron party's charges

Nagaland MP Phangnon Konyak 
accuses Rahul of ‘hurting her dignity’

Air Chief calls for cyber  
security at CAC meet
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Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, 
Chief of the Air Staff (CAS), 
has called for a critical analy-
sis of operational prepared-
ness, a focus on maintenance 
practices, and the estab-
lishment of robust physical 
and cyber security measures.  
He said this while attending  
the Central Air Command 
(CAC) Commanders' Con-
ference 2024 at its head-
quarters here today. 

During the conference, 
he engaged with Command-
ers from the Central Air 
Command Area of Respon-
sibility (AoR) and under-
scored the importance of 
understanding their roles 
in bolstering the Indian Air 
Force's operational capa-
bilities. He provided an 
overview of the prevailing 
security environment and 
emphasized the vital role 
of the IAF in safeguarding 
national interests. 

Highlighting the need 

NPG evaluates 2 Railways, 3 Highway 
projects under PM GatiShakti NMP
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The 85th meeting of the 
Network Planning Group 
(NPG), evaluated five projects 
under the PM GatiShakti 
National Master Plan (NMP). 
They comprised two railways 
and three highway devel-
opment projects. 

The meeting was chaired 
by Joint Secretary of the 
Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT), Dr Surendra 
Ahirwar. 

At the meeting, the two 
Railways projects discussed 
were Dangoaposi - Jaroli 
3rd & 4th Line, and the  
Burhwal - Gonda Kacheri 
4th Line.  

The Dangoaposi-Jaroli 
project aims at constructing 
85.88 km of 3rd and 4th 
Lines parallel to the existing 
corridor, spanning Jhark-
hand and Odisha.  

These lines will play a 
critical role in transporting 
iron ore from the mineral-
rich Keonjhar region to 

industrial hubs and Paradip 
Port, ensuring seamless and 
efficient movement of bulk 
commodities like coal, gyp-
sum, and fertilizers. 

The Burhwal-Gonda 
Kacheri project involves a 
55.75 km fourth rail line, 
complementing the existing 
double lines and ongoing 
third-line work. Located in 
Uttar Pradesh, the project 
enhances connectivity across 
Barabanki, Bahraich, and 
Gonda districts, improving 
both passenger and freight 
traffic. 

The projects discussed 
under the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways 
were Barabanki-Bahraich, 
Kanpur Ring Road-Kabrai, 
and Singhana-Titanwar 

roads. 
The Barabanki-Bahraich 

project focuses on upgrading 
101.54 Km of NH-927 cor-
ridor to a four-lane config-
uration with six-lane struc-
tures. This improved con-
nectivity will link Lucknow, 
Shrawasti Airport, NH-27, 
and the India-Nepal border, 
facilitating trade and reduc-
ing travel times across Uttar 
Pradesh and Northern  
India.  

The Kanpur-Kabrai High-
way project will develop a 
118.8 km four-lane Green-
field highway with six-lane 
structures, connecting Kan-
pur Ring Road to Kabrai on 
NH-35. It integrates multi-
modal connectivity to seven 
railway stations and three 
airports, enhancing acces-
sibility across Kanpur, 
Hamirpur, and Mahoba dis-
tricts. 

Further, the Singhana-
Titanwar project proposes 
a 40.725 km four-lane access-
controlled Greenfield High-
way along NH-311 in 
Rajasthan.  

Both the NDA and INDIA bloc MPs had staged a protest in Parliament premises

BJP’s Ram Shinde unanimously 
elected Maharashtra Legislative 
Council chairperson
AGENCIES  
NAGPUR, 19 DECEMBER 

 
BJP legislator and former 
minister Ram Shinde was 
unanimously elected chair-
person of the Maharashtra 
Legislative Council on 
Thursday.  

Shinde filed his nomi-
nation as the Mahayuti 
nominee on Wednesday 
but the Maha Vikas Aghadi 
did not field its nominee 
in want of numbers. 

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis, Deputy Chief 
Ministers Eknath Shinde 
and Ajit Pawar and Leader 
of the Opposition Ambadas 
Danve accompanied Ram 
Shinde to the Chair. 

CM Fadnavis thanked 
the ruling and opposition 
members for Shinde's 
unanimous election as the 
Legislative Council's chair-
person. 

The state council chair-
person's post fell vacant 
after Ramraje Nimbalkar's 
term expired on July 7, 
2022. In the interim, the 

Council's proceedings were 
presided over by Deputy 
Chairperson Neelam 
Gorhe. 

BJP legislator Shrikant 
Bhartiya moved the reso-
lution which was supported 
by Shiv Sena legislator 
Manish Kayande for 
Shinde's election as the 
chairperson. Another res-
olution was moved by BJP 
legislator Uma Khapre, 
which was supported by 
NCP legis lator  Amol 
Mitkari. 

A similar resolution was 
moved by NCP legislator 
Shivajirao Garje and sup-
ported by BJP legislator 
Dnyaneshwar Mhatre. 

CM Fadnavis, in his 
speech congratulating 
Shinde, said, "Ram Shinde 
is a Professor. So he knows 
how to run a class. Earlier 
too, former chairperson 
N. S. Farande was a Pro-
fessor who ran the House 
properly. I have no doubt 
that Shinde Sir will also 
run the House with great 
discipline but sensitivity." 

Fadnavis takes on Opposition in his first Assembly speech
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Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis made his 
first speech on Thursday, the 
fourth day of the six-day 
winter session of the Maha-
rashtra Legislative Assembly, 
in Nagpur. 

Addressing the assembly, 
he said, “The people of the 
state have given a good man-
date. We were really happy 
when we got the mandate, 
but now that joy has faded 
since we have become aware 
of our responsibility.” 

Because when such a big 
mandate is received, the man-
date brings responsibilities. 
It raises the expectations of 
the people. So, it is our respon-
sibility to fulfill those expec-
tations. Therefore, we will 
fully utilise our potential". 

"During the last five years, 

the way I and my family were 
targeted personally, from 
morning to evening, six to 
seven people would talk only 
about me, but thanks to them, 
people developed sympathy 
for me, after they saw my 
work for five years. I worked 
for the welfare of all people, 
regardless of caste or religion 
and this election has shown 
that caste is not so much in 
the minds of the people as 
much as it is in the minds of 

politicians," Fadnavis said. 
“Those who tried to polarise 

others were destroyed, as 
society united and everyone 
voted for the Mahayuti. In 
the last 30 years, no one got 
50 per cent of votes, which 
the Mahayuti managed to 
get. I had said that I am a 
modern Abhimanyu, that I 
can break the Chakravyuh 
(maze).” 

There were attempts to 
create a maze from all four 
sides of me, but I am standing 
here today after breaking it. 
The credit for this is not mine. 
It belongs to my party and to 
the colleagues who work with 
me," he said. 

"I want to assure everybody 
that no scheme will be ended. 
The December installment 
of the Laadki Bahin Yojana 
will be deposited in the 
accounts of our beloved sisters
as soon as this assembly ses-

sion ends. There are no new 
norms, but some people have 
opened four Laadki Bahin 
Yojana accounts each. If any-
one takes undue advantage 
of this scheme, it is our respon-
sibility to stop them. We will 
fulfill the promises made to 
farmers, youth and the under-
privileged," Fadnavis said. 

Resorting to humour, the 
chief minister said, "(Ajit 
Pawar) Dada, people call you 
the permanent deputy chief 
minister, but I wish you all 
the very best. You must
become the chief minister of 
Maharashtra one day". 

Fadnavis also referred to 
a video clip gone viral on 
social media immediately 
after the 2024 Maharashtra 
assembly results were 
announced and it was reported 
that there are three contenders 
for the post of the Maharashtra 
chief minister. 

Ambedkar row: Former Maha CM Chavan attacks 
Shah as BJP vandalises Mumbai Congress office
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
MUMBAI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Senior Congress leader and 
former Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Prithviraj Chavan 
lashed out against Union Min-
ister Amit Shah's recent state-
ment regarding Dr Babasaheb 
Ambedkar on Thursday, at 
an event in the town of Karad 
located in the Satara district 
of Maharashtra. 

When asked about Prime 
Minister Modi criticising the 
Congress that it had always 
opposed Dr Babasaheb 
Ambedkar, Chavan said, "The 
BJP should launch an ideo-
logical attack. However, they 
have a tendency to divide 
society through hateful state-
ments". 

Chavan went on to criticise 
the BJP for targeting the Muslim 
community and said that the 

BJP wants to bring back the 
caste system across the country.  

He criticised BJP for failing 
to allocate ministerial portfolios 
even though a month has 
passed since the 2024 Maha-
rashtra assembly election was 
declared. The present Mahayuti 
government merely wants to 
loot the state exchequer Chavan 
he alleged, adding that it is 
difficult for the Mahayuti 
parties to digest their landslide 
victory. 

Meanwhile, BJP Yuva Mor-

cha workers attacked and 
vandalised the Congress head-
quarters in Mumbai after 
which the police dispersed 
the mob by resorting to a 
baton charge. Interestingly, 
the BJP workers attacked the 
Congress headquarters in 
Mumbai, claiming that the 
Congress had insulted Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar.  

The attack began after BJP  
Yuva Morcha workers reached 
the Congress office near the 
Mumbai Press Club on Thurs-
day and threw stones at the 
portrait of Rahul Gandhi at 
the office. After that, they 
picked up the chairs at the 
Congress headquarters and 
threw them around. Later, a 
large contingent of the Mumbai 
police was deployed outside 
the Congress office in South 
Mumbai, near Azad Maidan 
ground. 

Akhilesh, Mayawati demand apology 
from Shah on Ambedkar remarks  
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
LUCKNOW, 19 DECEMBER  

 
The Samajwadi Party and 
the Bahujan Samaj Party on 
Thursday condemned the 
statement of Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Dr B 
R Ambedkar, and demanded 
an unconditional apology 
for his "anti-Dalit" remarks. 

Both SP President Akhilesh 
Yadav and BSP supremo 
Mayawati have expressed 
their annoyance at the state-
ment and said that it has 
hurt the sentiments of the 
dalits, who worship Baba 
Saheb as their God. 

Samajwadi Party Akhilesh 
Yadav, who was in Lucknow 
on Thursday and held a meet-
ing with his Party leaders 
and workers claimed that 
people of BJP do not respect 
Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar and that is  the 

reason this kind of language 
had been used.  

"The Home Minister has 
insulted Baba Saheb Bhimrao 
Ambedkar and he should 
apologise. The demand of 
the MPs regarding the apology 
of the Home Minister is cor-
rect. Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao 
Ambedkar ji is the God of 
the backward, Dalits, poor, 
deprived, exploited and 
oppressed classes. People of 

PDA consider Baba Saheb 
as God and respect him like 
God.  

"Today he is worshiped 
in every home and we all 
respect him a lot. He made 
the constitution of the country 
and gave rights, authority 
and respect to everyone," SP 
President claimed. 

Akhilesh Yadav said that 
Baba Saheb showed the poor 
and deprived society the way 

to live with dignity through 
the Constitution.  

"BJP does not accept Baba 
Saheb's constitution. The 
whole country is watching 
what kind of language the 
BJP people are using for Baba 
Saheb Ambedkar. These are 
the same people who wanted 
to change the Constitution 
made by Baba Saheb Ambed-
kar. These people are attacking 
democracy," he said. 

Mr. Yadav said that this 
is not an A.I. (Artificial Intel-
ligence) nor there is any tech-
nical fault, this fault lies 
within him which has come 
out.   

" What has come out about 
Baba Saheb is the natural 
feeling of BJP leaders. We 
are already saying that democ-
racy and the Constitution 
are in danger. This matter 
came to light in Rajya Sabha," 
he said. 

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
to give keynote 
address at UN on 
World Meditation 
Day on 21 Dec

BENGALURU, 19 DECEMBER 
 

Global spiritual leader and 
humanitarian, Gurudev Sri 
Sri Ravi Shankar, will guide 
a live World Meditation on 
Saturday, following the unan-
imous adoption of the United 
Nations General Assembly 
Resolution declaring 21 
December as the World Med-
itation Day.   

This historic event estab-
lishes an annual global cel-
ebration of meditation, recog-
nising its transformative 
benefits for mental and phys-
ical health, as well as its 
power to foster peace and 
unity, an official release by 
the Art of Living stated on 
Wednesday. 

The Permanent Mission 
of India to the United Nations 
in New York is marking the 
first-ever World Meditation 
Day at the UN headquarters 
on 20 December. 

The commemorative 
event at the UN will feature 
a keynote address by Gurudev 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar. This 
momentous occasion, 
themed ‘Meditation for Glob-
al Peace and Harmony,’ 
would mark the First World 
Meditation Day. 

“The recognition of med-
itation by the United Nations 
is a profound step forward," 
said Gurudev. "Meditation 
nurtures the soul, calms the 
mind, and offers a solution 
to modern challenges,” he 
added. AGENCIES  

UP Assembly adjourned sine die after 
pandemonium over Ambedkar issue
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
LUCKNOW, 19 DECEMBER  

 
Opposition members of the 
Samajwadi Party created 
pandemonium in the Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly on Thurs-
day over Union Home  
Minister Amit Shah's state-
ment on Dr B R Ambedkar 
in the Parliament forcing 
the Speaker Satish Mahana 
to adjourn the house sine  
die,  one day before  
schedule.  

As the House assembled 
for the day, the SP members 
raising slogans and demand-
ing apology from the Union 
Home Minister,  came in 
the well. Speaker tried to 
pacify them but his plea 
went unheard.  

SP members had reached 
the assembly carrying the 
photo of Dr. Ambedkar and  
raised slogans like “Hin-

dustan will not tolerate this 
insult of Baba Saheb,” and, 
“Jai Bhim”. 

There was a lot of uproar 
during the proceedings of 
the House and thd Speaker 
completed the agenda amid 
noisy scene created by the 
SP members. 

 Leader of Opposition 
in the Assembly, Mata 
Prasad Pandey said that in 
a democracy everyone has 
right to protest and express 
their views, but this gov-
ernment is running in a 
dictatorial manner. 

 The House was sched-
uled to take up discussion 

on Mahakumbh and Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
was to speak on it. But it 
could not happen and only 
BJP MLA from Prayagraj 
Sidharth Nath Singh invited 
al l  legislators  to the 
Mahakumbh. Later the 
Speaker adjourned the 
house sine die.  

The winter session of 
the UP Assembly, which 
commenced on Monday 
last was scheduled to end 
tomorrow. During the ses-
sion  the House approved 
the second supplementary 
budget to the tune of over 
Rs 17,000 crores.

The winter session of the UP Assembly, which 
commenced on Monday last was scheduled to 
end tomorrow. During the session  the House 
approved the second supplementary budget 
to the tune of over Rs 17,000 crores. 

for maintaining a high state 
of readiness to tackle emerging 
challenges, the Air Chief urged 
Commanders to foster inno-
vation and work towards self-
reliance to enhance the com-
bat capabilities of the Air 
Force. 

The CAS also emphasized 
the importance of ensuring 
a safe operational flying envi-
ronment and maintaining 
the IAF’s core values of Mis-
sion, Integrity, and Excellence. 
In his address, he commended 
the Central Air Command 
for its significant contributions 
to IAF-level exercises, human-
itarian assistance and disaster 

relief (HADR) operations, 
and support to civil admin-
istrations. 

The two-day conference 
served as a platform for senior 
IAF officials to discuss strate-
gies, review operational readi-
ness, and explore ways to 
strengthen the force’s pre-
paredness for emerging con-
tingencies.
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W
ith the dumping 
of medical and 
other solid 
wastes into 

Tamil Nadu villages along 
the inter-state border creating
a political furor, the Southern
Bench of the NGT on Thursday 
directed the Kerala govern-
ment to dispose them off 
within three days. 

Taking up the matter suo-
motu, the Bench comprising 
Justice Pushpa Sathya-
narayana and expert member 
Satyagopal Korlapati said the
waste from the Regional Can-
cer Centre, Thiruvanantha-
puram, and other institutions,
dumped recently in the forest 
areas Tirunelveli district close
to the inter-state border 

would pose a grave threat to 
the wild animals and affect 
the environment. 

Dumping of medical waste 
by Kerala is nothing new as 
it has been carrying out this 
with impunity, submitted 
Tamil Nadu government 
pleader D Shanmuganathan 

drawing attention to the 
earlier instances. He said 
Kerala State Pollution Control 
Board (KSPCB) had failed to 
comply with the earlier order 
of the NGT pertaining to the 
dumping of bio-medical waste 
in Nanguneri, in Tirunelveli 
district. 

He pointed out that dump-
ing is continuing from 
Anaimalai in the west to Nan-
guneri in the south. KSPCB 
is yet to reimburse the Rs 
69,000 spent by the local civic 
body to remove them. He 
pleaded for sending a strong 
signal to Kerala to stop dump-

ing of waste in Tamil  
Nadu. 

For its part, the Tamil 
Nadu Pollution Control Board 
(TNPCB) submitted that its 
Kerala counterpart was asked 
to initiate punitive legal action 
against the RCC for dumping 
waste in Tamil Nadu. Besides 
asking KSPCB to strengthen 
vigil along the borders, two 
FIRs have been registered 
against institutions which 
have dumped the waste, 
counsel for TNPCB said. 

Counsel for KSPCB VK 
Remasmrithi, while admitting 
that the waste dumped in 
Tirunelveli district was from 
Kerala, maintained that it 
was done by unauthorised 
entities. Informing that show-
cause notices have been 
issued to the RCC and others. 
Further, she submitted that 

the demands of the TNPCB 
were being addressed in 
earnest. 

The bench directed the 
Kerala government to clear 
the waste within three days 
and send them to authorised 
treatment facilities either in 
Kerala or Tamil Nadu. In the 
event of Tamil Nadu express-
ing inability, the waste should 
be taken back to Kerala. 

The Bench then directed 
the KSPCB to file a  
compliance report on 23 
December, the date of next 
hearing. 

Political parties have con-
demned the frequent dump-
ing of medical and other 
waste by Kerala in Tamil 
Nadu. A few years back, waste 
shipments from the US were 
dumped on the outskirts of 
Coimbatore.

Take back medical waste dumped in 
TN villages: NGT tells Kerala govt
Southern Bench of the NGT directed the Kerala government to dispose of the wastes within 3 days

Rajnath Singh calls for mastery in AI & Quantum 
Tech to strengthen India’s Defence & Innovation
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh has underscored the 
importance of embracing 
high-end technologies like 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and Quantum Computing 
to strengthen India’s defence 
and innovation capabilities.  

Speaking at the inaugural 
session of the Indian National 
Academy of Engineering’s 
(INAE) Annual Convention 
at IIT Delhi, Singh emphasised 
the need for scientists and 
engineers to gain expertise 
in emerging technologies 
that will shape the future. 

“Modern warfare is evolv-
ing rapidly, and the defence 
sector cannot remain 
untouched. Our aim should 

be to first master these tech-
nologies so they can be lever-
aged for the welfare of our 
people and to fulfill their 
basic needs,” Singh stated, 
highlighting the transforma-
tive impact of AI, Quantum 
Computing, and other niche 
technologies across sectors. 

To encourage innovation, 
Singh pointed to government 
initiatives like Innovations 
for Defence Excellence (iDEX) 

and the Technology Devel-
opment Fund (TDF), which 
are designed to harness the 
talent of India’s youth. He 
expressed confidence that 
these programs would not 
only make India self-reliant 
in defence manufacturing 
but also help the nation 
export cutting-edge tech-
nologies. 

Singh credited the col-
lective efforts of public and 
private sectors, academia, 
engineers, and innovators 
for India's progress in becom-
ing a global hub for innovation 
and start-ups. He added, “We 
are witnessing a defining 
moment where India is 
exporting weapons it once 
imported. This is a testament 
to the nation’s growing tech-
nological prowess.” 

Kerala High Court quashes ward delimitation 
in eight municipalities, one panchayat
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,  
19 DECEMBER 

 
The Kerala High Court, on 
Wednesday, quashed the 
ward delimitation order issued 
by the Kerala government in 
eight municipalities and one 
panchayat stating that the 
exercise was already carried 
out in these local bodies in 
2015 based on the 2011 cen-
sus. 

A single bench of Justice 
Mohammed Nias CP quashed 
the ward delimitation carried 
out in Mattannur, Sreekan-
dapuram, Panoor, Koduvally, 
Payyoli, Mukkam, Feroke 
and Pattambi  municipalities, 
and Padanna panchayat in 
Kasargod observing that a 
delimitation exercise was 

already carried out in these 
local bodies in 2015 based 
on the 2011 census by the 
state government by invoking 
the power under section 4 
read with 6 (1) of the Acts. 

The court said a delimi-
tation process based on a 
previously utilised data under-
mines the validity of the exer-
cise. The order came in the 
petition filed by some Indian 
Union Muslim League(IUML) 

councillors in these munic-
ipalities against the ward 
delimitation order issued by 
the government.In their peti-
tion, they submitted that no 
census was carried out prior 
to the issue of the delimitation 
order by the state government  

They argued that a fresh 
ward division could have 
been done only after the new 
census- to ascertain the pres-
ent population.

FIR against KTR 
over Formula E case

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
HYDERABAD, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The Telangana Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau has registered 
an FIR against former minister 
and BRS working president 
KT Rama Rao and IAS officer 
Arvind Kumar under the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act for alleged irregularities 
in the Formula E race case. 
The case was booked after 
Chief Secretary Shanti Kumari 
wrote to DG(ACB) Vijay 
Kumar to initiate a probe 
against Rao for alleged irreg-
ularities of Rs 55 crore which 
were paid to the race organ-
izers by the Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development 
Authority (HMDA) without 
clearance from the Cabinet 
and violating RBI guidelines. 
Rao, popularly known as 
KTR, has indicated he will 
not seek anticipatory bail 
while dismissing the alle-
gations as trumped up. Mean-
while, the Chief  Minister A 
Revanth Reddy has 
announced another probe 
by a special investigation 
team (SIT) in the tenders 
issued by the previous BRS 
government for the Outer 
Ring Road.   

While KTR was designated 
as accused number one (A1) 
in the case, the then munic-
ipal affairs and urban devel-
opment secretary, Arvind 
Kumar, was named as 
accused number two (A2) 

followed by HMDA chief 
engineer BLN Reddy (A3). 
The ACB has formed a special 
team to probe the case against 
Rao and Arvind Kumar. It 
has been alleged that Rs 55 
crore was transferred to the 
organisers of Formula E race 
for conducting the second 
edition without approvals 
from Cabinet or the finance 
department. However, after 
the BRS lost, the race was 
cancelled by the Congress 
government under A Revanth 
Reddy. 

The case was registered 
after the state Cabinet direct-
ed Chief  Secretary Shanti 
Kumari to write to ACB to 
initiate a probe in the Formula 
E case. The matter came up 
for discussion in the state 
Cabinet after the  Governor 
Jishnu Dev Verma gave his 
approval to proceed against 
the former minister. The 
Governor had sought legal 
counsel before approving 
the file. 

Unperturbed by the 
charges against him, BRS 
working president KT Rama 
Rao today urged the Assembly 
Speaker  to allow a discussion 
on the Formula E race to 
clarify the issue after it was 
reported that the FIR has 
been registered against him. 
“They said some scam hap-
pened in the Formula E Race. 
Take up the discussion, I 
am ready to answer all the 
queries,” said Rao.

T E N D E R
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Cab driver arrested for  
sexually assaulting 4-year-
old nursery child in Ranchi: 
A case of sexual assault of a 
four-year-old nursery male 
child in a private school in 
Ranchi has come to light 
and police have arrested 
the accused cab driver 
under the Pocso Act. How-
ever, the child's mother 
alleges that she had to suf-
fer for two days to register 
an FIR with the police. The 
school management has 
also not taken any notice of 
her complaint, she alleged. 
The incident is from the BIT 
Mesra Outpost area of 
Ranchi. It is said that the 
child studying in a nursery 
in a school in the area 
informed family members 
about the dirty act of the 
school cab driver. His moth-
er complained about this to 
the school principal, but he 
allegedly did not take any 
action. After this, she 
reached the BIT Mesra out-
post to lodge a complaint. 
The child's mother says 
that here too she had to 
run around for two days. 
Her child's statement was 
taken several times in the 
police outpost. The police 
registered an FIR, but no 
action was taken on the 
allegations of negligence of 
the school management. 
She alleged that the police 
tried to save the school 
management. Jharkhand 
State Child Protection Com-
mission member Ujjwal 
Prakash Tiwari said that the 
incident has come to the 
notice of the commission. 
“Necessary action will be 
taken by the commission in 
this matter,” he said.
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I
n a major blow to ter-
rorism in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the longest sur-
viving Hizbul 

Mujahideen commander, 
Farooq Ahmad Bhat alias 
Nalli, was among the five 
categorized terrorists killed 
on Thursday in an encounter 
in south Kashmir's Kadder 
village in Behibagh in Kulgam 

district. 
Two security forces per-

sonnel were injured during 
the gunfight.  

Nalli, an 'A++ category 
terrorist' and a close aide of 
top terrorists Burhan Wani 
and Riyaz Naikoo, evaded 
forces for over a decade. He 
was involved in several attacks 
at civilians and security forces. 

Nalli joined terror ranks 
in May 2015 and had survived 
so far. The other four neu-

tralised HM terrorists have 
been identified as Mushtaq 
Itoo (Category-A+) , Adil 
Hazam (Category-B), Irfan 
Lone (Category-A) and Yassir 
Bhat (Category-C). 

Five AK-rifles and other 
explosive material were recov-
ered from the neutralized 
terrorists, officials said. 

These terrorists belonging 
to HM outfit were killed in a 
fierce gunfight with security 
forces. 

Search operation was con-
tinuing in the area and further 
details are awaited. 

Security forces launched 
a cordon and search operation 
at Kadder in the Behibagh 
area of the district on Wednes-
day night following infor-
mation about the presence 
of suspected terrorists there, 
an official said. 

The search operation 
turned into an encounter as 
the terrorists opened fire on 
security forces and they retal-
iated. 

Bodies of five terrorists 
are lying in the orchards but 
have not been retrieved yet, 
police said. 

The Chinar Corps of the 
Indian Army wrote on X; 
"On 19 Dec 24, based on 
specific intelligence input 
regarding the presence of 
terrorists, a Joint Operation 
launched by IndianArmy & 
@JmuKmrPolice at Kader, 
Kulgam. Suspicious activity 
was observed by vigilant 
troops and on being chal-
lenged, terrorists opened 
indiscriminate and heavy 
volume of fire. Own troops 
effectively retaliated. Oper-
ation is in progress." 

Meanwhile, the body of 
a cop was found under mys-
terious circumstances near 
the District Police Line in 
Rajouri. Havaldar Nazir Hus-
sain Kohali, a resident of 
Kewel Budha, was discovered 
unconscious and was 
declared dead upon arrival 
at the hospital.

Longest surviving Hizbul 
leader runs out of luck
Farooq Bhat was among 5 terrorists killed in encounter in J&K’s Kulgam
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With a view to achieving the 
‘Viksit Bharat’ 2047 goal, the 
government has been making 
several efforts through key 
interventions in the field of 
science and technology. Some 
of the notable efforts include
instituting high-stake mis-
sion-driven initiatives, namely 
National Quantum Mission; 
National Mission on Inter-
disciplinary Cyber-Physical 
Systems among others. 

The initiatives focus on 
the development of key tech-
nologies to reduce depend-
ency on imports, promote 
domestic innovation, and 
position India as a global 
leader in the identified sectors. 
This information was given 
by Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for 
Science & Technology and 
Earth Sciences Dr. Jitendra 
Singh in a written reply in 
the Rajya Sabha. 

The government has 
launched several programmes 
to catalyse startup culture 
and build a strong and inclu-
sive ecosystem for innovation 
and entrepreneurship in the 
country. Several strategic 
policy measures have been 
introduced by the Govern-
ment including the Geospatial 
Policy 2022, the Space Policy 
2023 and BioE3 (Biotechnol-
ogy for Economy, Environ-
ment and Employment) Policy 
2024. 

The government has estab-
lished the Anusandhan 
National Research Foundation 
(ANRF) through the ANRF 
Act 2023 for strengthening 
our technological leadership, 
marking a paradigm shift in 
our R&D ecosystem. The 
ANRF aims to drive a multi-
phased roadmap for scientific 
breakthroughs and cross-
sectoral collaboration, pro-
viding competitive, peer-
reviewed grants to optimize 
resource allocation for high-
impact research. ANRF aims 
to position India as a global 

leader in innovative, sus-
tainable technological 
progress. The Foundation 
has outlined multifaceted 
strategic interventions to 
enhance India’s research 
ecosystem, aligning with 
national scientific and geopo-
litical priorities. 

To make India Viksit Bharat 
by 2047, the Sectoral Group 
of Secretaries (SGoS) on tech-
nology has held detailed dis-
cussions and many of the 
interventions are a result of 
these discussions. Some other 
actions emphasize strength-
ening research and innovation 
in the areas of Quantum 
Technologies, Cyber Physical 
Systems, Bio Manufacturing, 
etc. 

These efforts focus on 
technological self-reliance, 
sustainability, and economic 
growth, with a strong empha-
sis on R&D, skilled workforce 
development, and global 
leadership in emerging tech-
nologies. Through coordi-
nated efforts across various 
sectors, the endeavour is to 
transform India into a sci-
entifically advanced and 
innovation-driven economy, 
laying the foundation for 
Viksit Bharat by 2047. 

The efforts made by the 
government, through various 
programmes and policy meas-
ures, have helped the nation 
in improving its position in 
the Science and Technology 
at global level which is visible 
through its global position 
in scientific publications, 
number of Ph.Ds, number 
of start-ups, resident patent 
filing, Global Innovation 
Index, number of start-ups, 
etc.  Some of the key highlights 
include India ranks 3rd in 
terms of number of research 
publications (2,07,390) as 
per Science & Engineering 
Indicators 2024 published 
by National Science Foun-
dation (NSF), USA. India 
ranked 3rd in terms of the 
total number of startups 
(more than 1,40,000) in 2024 
as per DPIIT. India ranks 4th 

in the number of PhD degrees 
awarded (16,968) in Science 
and Engineering as per Sci-
ence & Engineering Indicators 
2024 published by National 
Science Foundation (NSF), 
USA. India is ranked at 6th 
position both in terms of 
resident (38551) and non-
resident (38517) patent filing 
activity from respective coun-
tries as per WIPO Report, 
2023. Number of researchers 
per million population has 
increased to 262 in 2020 as 
compared to 164 in 2009 as 
per DST R&D Statistics,  
2022-23.

Key govt interventions in 
sci & tech for Viksit Bharat 
by 2047 highlighted

Removal of chapter 
on Sufi saint triggers 
controversy in J-K
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, 19 DECEMBER  

 
The alleged removal of a 
chapter on Kashmiri Sufi 
saint, mystic, poet and 
preacher Sheikh-ul-Alam 
from class 9 textbooks by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Board of School Education 
(BOSE) has triggered a con-
troversy. 

CPI(M) MLA Mohammad 
Yousuf Tarigami said this 
was unacceptable, while 
the Peoples Conference 
MLA Sajad Lone called the 
move  “cultural terrorism”. 

Ruling National Confer-
ence's chief spokesperson 
and MLA, Tanvir Sadiq in a 
post on X assured that the 
chapter on Sheikh-ul-Alam 
will not be removed from 
textbooks. The Education 
Minister has directed the 
Principal Secretary to address 
and rectify the issue found 
in the PDF version. 

Tarigami said: “It is deeply 
troubling that an entire 
chapter on the revered Sufi 
saint Sheikh-ul-Alam has 
been dropped from the Class 
IX textbook. This blue-pen-
cilling, carried out prior to 
the Assembly polls, is unac-
ceptable to a society rooted 
in rich Sufi traditions. I urge 
Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah  to intervene and ensure 
that this crucial chapter is 
reinstated, thereby preserv-
ing and honoring our rich 
cultural and Sufi heritage". 

Sajad Lone strongly con-
demned the move and called 

it a "pure cultural terrorism" 
and "an assault on our cul-
ture and ethos," Lone stated 
that Sheikh Noor-U-Din 
Wali has been revered by 
all Kashmiris, irrespective 
of religion and is held in 
the “highest esteem.” 

He emphasised that in 
these times, "smudged with 
violence, greed and hatred," 
the great saint’s life serves 
as a "beacon of hope and a 
role model for emulation." 

"Our great Saint and his 
Saintly ways were etched 
in our hearts and minds 
much before BOSE came 
into existence," Lone 
remarked. Urging for intro-
spection, he strongly con-
demned the decision, reaf-
firming that the teachings 
and legacy of Sheikh Noor-
U-Din Wali are an insepa-
rable part of Kashmir’s cul-
tural and spiritual identity. 

It is worth mentioning 
that in 2006, the Srinagar 
international airport was 
renamed after the Sufi saint 
Sheikh-ul-Alam.  

NC chief spokesper-
son Tanvir Sadiq in a 
post on X said that 
the chapter on 
Sheikh-ul-Alam will 
not be removed from 
textbooks. The Edu-
cation Minister has 
directed the Principal 
Secretary to re ctify 
the issue found in the 
PDF version.

AGENCIES 
DHARAMSALA, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The main Opposition BJP 
in Himachal Pradesh on 
Thursday demanded reg-
istration of a first information 
report (FIR) against those 
who killed a wildlife-pro-
tected bird species and 
served it at a dinner hosted 
for Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu.  

Leader of Opposition and 
former Chief Minister Jairam 
Thakur led lawmakers of 
the party and staged a protest 
over the killing of the bird, 
the red jungle fowl or "jungli 
murga", in nature before 
the onset of the Assembly 
session in Dharamsala, the 
state's winter capital. 

The species is a protected 
bird under the Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Amendment Act, 
2022. It is a highly endan-
gered species and is being 
replaced by genetically-
mixed jungle fowl. 

Wild fowl 
dinner row: 
Himachal BJP 
seeks FIR
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Against a backdrop of ra -
pidly deteriorating rela-
tions between India 
and Bangladesh, Indian 

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri’s 
recent visit to Dhaka marked a 
crucial effort to restore bilateral 
ties. The historically robust rela-
tionship between the two na -
tions has frayed following signif-
icant political upheaval in Bang -
ladesh and rising tensions over 
minority rights. This visit, the 
first high-level engagement 
since the ouster of Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina in August, was 
aimed at addressing shared con-
cerns and fostering dialogue. 

The political crisis in Bang -
ladesh has significantly strained 
ties with India. Following Sheikh 
Hasina’s resignation and subse-
quent exile to India, the interim 
government led by Professor 
Muhammad Yunus has strug-
gled to maintain stability. Law 
and order in the country has 
steadily declined. Allegations of 
increasing violence against min -
orities, particularly Hindus, have 
heightened tensions. 

 Reports of attacks on Hin -
du temples and cultural sites, 
including the Indian govern-
ment-run Indira Gandhi Cultur-
al Centre in Dhaka, have drawn 
sharp criticism from New Delhi. 
The arrest of a prominent Hindu 
monk, Chinmoy Krishna Das, on 
sedition charges further fuelled 
unrest, prompting protests in 
Indian states bordering Bang -
ladesh and retaliatory demon-
strations in Dhaka. 

Hindus and other minori-
ties who constitute nearly 8 per 
cent of Bangladesh’s 170 million 
population have faced increased 
violence in the wake of Hasina’s 
removal. Historically associated 
with Hasina’s Awami League, 
these communities now face 
heightened threats as right-wing 
forces gain prominence. 

While India has expressed 
concerns over the surge in 
extre mist rhetoric and violence, 
the Yunus government initially 
dismissed these claims, assert-
ing that minorities are better 

protected under the current 
administration. They even 
argued that it was their internal 
matter and India should not 
interfere in this. 

However, the religious and 
diplomatic tensions risk under-
mining the stability that charac-
terized India-Bangladesh rela-
tions during Hasina’s tenure. 
Under her leader-
ship, the two na -
tions enjoyed close 
cooperation, refle -
c  ted in robust tra -
de and security 
ties. Bilateral trade 
reached $14 billion 
in 2023-24, and the 
partnership played 
a pivotal role in 
regional stability. 
The current strain 
threatens to derail 
this progress, with 
potential repercus-
sions for trade, cul-
tural exchanges, 
and security collaboration. 

Acting Foreign Secretary 
Riaz Hamidullah and Indian 
envoy Pranay Verma have ack -
nowledged the challenges but 
emphasized the importance of 
maintaining open communica-
tion channels and working tow -
ard shared aspirations for peace 
and development. 

India’s “Neighbourhood 
First” policy underscores the 
stra tegic significance of Bangla -
desh, given their shared 4,000-
km border and interlinked secu-
rity and economic interests. 
Yunus has also highlighted the 
mutual benefits of close ties, 
stressing that transient issues 
should not overshadow the bro -
ader goal of maintaining strong 
bilateral relations. 

International actors, inc -
luding the United States and the 
United Kingdom, have expre -
ssed concern over the situation 
but are unlikely to intervene sig-
nificantly given other global 
crises and domestic priorities. 
Resolving the current tensions 
will depend on the ability of 
India and Bangladesh to engage 

in constructive dialogue and 
rebuild trust. 

Foreign Secretary Misri’s 
visit on December 9 sought to 
address these mounting issues. 
In meetings with his Bangla -
deshi counterpart Mohammad 
Jashim Uddin and interim gov-
ernment head Muhammad 
Yunus, Misri conveyed India’s 

concerns over the 
safety and welfare 
of minorities in 
Bangladesh. 

Following his 
visit, Dhaka ack -
nowledged the 
vio lence, disclos-
ing that 88 attacks 
on minorities had 
been reported bet -
ween August and 
October, primarily 
targeting Hindus. 
They confirmed 
that 88 cases had 
been registered 
and 70 individuals 

linked to these incidents were 
arrested.  

Despite these admissions, 
Bangladeshi authorities main-
tained that some violence 
stemmed from personal dis-
putes or political affiliations, 
downplaying the religious moti-
vations. 

Misri’s discussions extend-
ed beyond immediate concerns 
to broader bilateral issues, 
including border management, 
trade, connectivity, and coop-
eration in water and energy 
sectors.  

Both sides emphasized the 
need for a constructive appro -
ach to rebuild trust and streng -
then ties. Yunus described the 
India-Bangladesh relationship 
as “very solid” and reiterated his 
commitment to addressing mu -
tual concerns, urging India to 
help “clear the clouds” over-
shadowing bilateral relations. 

The visit underscored the 
complexities of the current In -
dia-Bangladesh relationship. 
India has historically supported 
Sheikh Hasina’s leadership, 
view ing her government as a 

stable and reliable partner. Her 
ouster, however, has necessitat-
ed a recalibration of New Delhi’s 
approach. 

Misri’s measured com-
ments during his visit sought to 
balance India’s concerns with 
an acknowledgment of Bangla -
desh’s challenges, marking a 
shift from the more confronta-
tional rhetoric seen previously. 

The power vacuum in Ban -
gladesh has created an environ-
ment of heightened communal 
tensions, with significant impli-
cations for regional stability. The 
United States has also called for 
a peaceful resolution to differ-
ences, emphasizing the impor-
tance of maintaining stability in 
South Asia. 

Misri’s visit highlighted the 
necessity of constructive eng -
agement to address bilateral 
issues. While New Delhi must 
continue advocating for the pro-
tection of minority rights and a 
return to democratic gover-
nance in Bangladesh, it should 
also be prepared to consider 
Dhaka’s concerns.  

The violent transition of 
power in Bangla desh and the 
rise in anti-India sentiment 
present challenges that require 
nuanced diplomacy. 

India’s broader regional 
strategy must account for the 
evolving political landscape in 
South Asia, where recent chan -
ges in governments in Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, and the Maldives have 
posed new challenges. By foster-
ing a close, consultative partner-
ship with Bangladesh, India can 
work toward stabilizing the 
region and ensuring mutually 
beneficial outcomes. 

Misri’s visit represents a sig-
nificant step in addressing the 
strained relations between India 
and Bangladesh. Despite the 
challenges, the visit’s construc-
tive tone and focus on dialogue 
offer hope for a reset in ties. A 
collaborative approach, rooted 
in mutual respect and shared 
interests, will be key to navigat-
ing this critical juncture in In -
dia-Bangladesh relations.

As 2024 draws to a close, the 
Western world’s moral facade 
crumbles, revealing a stark 
hypocrisy in global power 

dynamics. The once-celebrated guar -
dians and founders of international 
law now stand exposed, their princi-
ples selectively applied like a strategic 
weapon.  

From Ukraine to Gaza, narrative 
manipulation has become clearly visi-
ble and transparent ~ international 
norms twisted to serve the geopolitical 
interests of Western nations.  

The UN Security Council, once a 
beacon of justice, now appears a mere 
instrument of political convenience 
and veto power for pure vested inter-
ests. When powerful nations weap -
onise their narrative to write the global 
order, justice itself becomes the ulti-
mate casualty. 

The mask of Western moral right-
eousness disintegrated with Hamas’s 
attack on the State of Israel on 7 Octo-
ber 2023. As Israel’s military machine 
decimated civilian populations, 
including doctors, journalists, children, 
and women, UN members failed to 
end this conflict. Tens of thousands of 
Palestinian civilians, including women 
and children, continue to suffer death 
and destruction.  

The United Nations’ repeated 
ceasefire calls were contemptuously 
vetoed, revealing an unprecedented 
level of diplomatic cynicism. While 
Russian actions triggered immediate 
international condemnation, Israel’s 
calculated obliteration of Gaza receiv -

ed diplomatic cover and media obfus-
cation. The hypocrisy is not just polit-
ical ~ it is a fundamental betrayal of 
human rights as even reputed global 
media have turned their narratives to 
suit the interests of the West.  

These inconsistencies weaken 
their credibility and embolden critics 
who argue that Western advocacy for 
democracy and human rights is less 
about universal principles and more 
about strategic interests. 

Amidst this global disarray, Bhu -
tan offers an instructive example of 
how smaller nations can craft narra-
tives that align with their unique values 
and aspirations.  

Despite establishing diplomatic 
relations with Israel in 2020 ~ a move 
that could have placed it in an awk-
ward position during the Gaza conflict 
~ Bhutan has maintained its principled 
stance on international issues. It was 
among the 143 countries to recognise 
Palestine as a state and this week voted 
for an unconditional ceasefire in Gaza 
at the UN General Assembly. 

This delicate balancing act reflects 
our philosophy rooted in Gross Natio -
nal Happiness (GNH) and national 
ethos. As we prepare to celebrate our 
117th National Day, it is worth reflect-
ing on how we can guide our nation 
through our narrative around Gelephu 
Mindfulness City (GMC) as an attrac-
tive destination for investment while 
staying true to our values of sustain-
ability and inclusivity.  

The global governance narrative, 
orchestrated by a few powerful nati -
ons, is framed as a rules-based order 
serving their vested interests. Bhutan’s 
Gross National Happiness (GNH) has 
evolved into a strategic branding tool, 
transforming ethical aspirations into 
geopolitical currency.  

With calculated precision, our 
monarchs have reimagined national 
philosophy as an international pitch, 
turning idealism into economic oppor-
tunity and principled vision into a tan-
gible global product through Gelephu 
Mindfulness City (GMC).
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Why now? 

As Ravichandran Ashwin landed in Chennai on 
Thursday morning, even before news of his shock 
retirement from international cricket had sunk in, 

one message was clear. Having decided to hang up his 
boots, the champion off-spinner seemed eager to get 
away as soon as possible from the team of which he had 
been an integral part for so long. Indeed, it must have 
taken a feat of scheduling to fly from Brisbane to Chen-
nai in the time he did, considering there are no direct 
flights between the two cities. But uncomfortable ques-
tions, based on indubitable presumptions, must be 
asked and will at some stage have to be answered. Why 
would Ashwin, lauded for his team spirit, choose to bid 
adieu to the game midway through a crucially important 
Test series unless he was told in clear terms that the 
team management saw no further role for him in Aus-
tralia, reasoning that would likely carry over to India’s 
Test engagements in England next summer? There was 
no problem with his form or fitness. This winter itself, 
he has bagged important wickets, been the Man of the 
Series, scored invaluable runs and even held a blinder 
of a catch. India has played different spinners in each 
of the three Tests in Australia, and of them Ashwin 
seemed the most in control of his craft. Of course, he 
had a difficult time against New Zealand at home, but 
so did every other player. Thus, if the selectors believed 
he was good enough to travel to Australia, why were the 
coach and captain convinced that he was not good 
enough to play Tests? After all, you do not take a bowler 
with 500 plus wickets to the other end of the world to 
carry drinks or to bowl in the nets. The disconnect 
between the national and tour selectors must be 
explained at some point of time. 

The second aspect of Ashwin’s career and abrupt 
retirement that must be considered is whether the pre-
sumption of his being a home-conditions bowler is valid, 
and whether on that basis it was fair to bench him as 
often as he was picked overseas. It is universally 
acknowledged that Ashwin is a thinking bowler, one who 
has always strived to find solutions to problems that 
batsmen pose. As the finest spin bowler India has pro-
duced in the past decade and more, and one whose form 
and fitness have remained consistent, he ought to have 
been assured of a place in every playing XI regardless of 
the conditions. Yet, in the 140-odd Tests India has 
played since Ashwin made his debut, he was dropped 
on more than 30 occasions, a shocking statistic when 
one considers the fact that he has scored more Test  
hundreds than any other Indian spin bowler. For a man 
of exceptional skills, it must have been galling to see  
his place being taken by mediocre medium-pacers  
who were presumed to bat a little better than him,  
but seldom did. While we celebrate Ashwin’s stellar 
achievements, his departure leaves a sour taste in  
the mouth.  

 

At a crossroads 

The United Kingdom’s economy has encountered 
a challenging phase, with consecutive monthly 
declines in GDP marking the first back-to-back 

contraction since the tumultuous days of the Covid-19 
lockdowns. This signals a precarious balancing act for 
policymakers striving to stabilise short-term economic 
performance while fostering long-term growth. The lat-
est data underscores systemic vulnerabilities. Manufac-
turing and construction output has weakened, the serv-
ices sector has stalled, and trade figures reveal a con-
cerning dip in both imports and exports. Businesses are 
grappling with an atmosphere of uncertainty, com-
pounded by the anticipation and immediate aftermath 
of new fiscal policies. While consumer confidence has 
seen a modest lift, it remains insufficient to offset the 
broader economic stagnation. At the heart of this sce-
nario lies the government’s ambitious budget. Designed 
to reinvigorate the economy, it comes with difficult deci-
sions, including higher taxes for businesses and 
increased social security contributions. Such measures, 
though necessary to address fiscal gaps and invest in 
public infrastructure, risk dampening business senti-
ment and deterring private sector activity in the short 
term. The approach is not without precedent; many 
advanced economies adopt austerity or investment-
heavy strategies to recalibrate during periods of sluggish 
growth. However, the UK’s unique post-Brexit trade 
challenges and lingering pandemic-related disruptions 
add layers of complexity to the equation. 

Critics have pointed to the immediate adverse 
effects of the fiscal strategy, including reduced corporate 
activity and strained employer finances. Yet, it is crucial 
to view these measures through a broader lens. Public 
investment in infrastructure, healthcare, and education 
has the potential to deliver substantial economic divi-
dends in the medium to long term. Such investments 
not only stimulate domestic demand but also create an 
enabling environment for businesses to thrive, provided 
there is clarity and consistency in execution. The UK’s 
sluggish recovery relative to its peers in the developed 
world adds urgency to this debate. Only Germany, sim-
ilarly burdened by high energy costs and supply chain 
issues, fares worse in growth metrics. This reflects deep-
er structural issues, including a labour market influx, 
energy price shocks, and fragile consumer spending 
power. The Bank of England, with its cautious approach 
to monetary policy, also faces a difficult task. Interest 
rate cuts, while tempting, could exacerbate inflationary 
pressures and destabilise already fragile investor confi-
dence. The path forward requires deft coordination 
between fiscal and monetary policies to balance growth 
aspirations with economic stability. Ultimately, the UK’s 
current economic trajectory is a reminder of the inher-
ent tension between short-term sacrifices and long-term 
goals. Success will depend on the government’s ability 
to communicate its vision effectively, mitigate immedi-
ate hardships for businesses and households, and ensure 
that promised growth materialises. The road ahead may 
be rocky, but with prudent governance and sustained 
effort, there is hope for a more resilient and inclusive 
economic future.

A reset in ties 
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Misri’s discussions extended beyond immediate concerns to broader bilateral 
issues, including border management, trade, connectivity, and cooperation in 
water and energy sectors. Both sides emphasized the need for a constructive 
approach to rebuild trust and strengthen ties. Yunus described the India-
Bangladesh relationship as ‘very solid’ and reiterated his commitment to 
addressing mutual concerns, urging India to help ‘clear the clouds’ overshadowing 
bilateral relations 

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, This refers to the editorial, 
“Political minefield” (December 
17).  François Bayrou’s appointm -
ent is the consecration par excel-
lence of a shift in power from  
the Élysée Palace to the Hôtel de 
Ma tignon.  

None other than President 
Macron was aware of it so much 
so that he tried till the last to 
abort this nomination.  

With an imminent threat of 
Bayrou withdrawing support of 

the thirty-six deputies of the party 
(MoDem) which he leads in the 
National Assembly, Macron was 
obliged to cede to him in order to 
preserve his presidential coalition 
in parliament. 

The critical difference betw -
een Bayrou and Macron’s previ-
ous prime ministers is that Mac -
ron owed nothing to the latter but 
indeed his whole election in 2017 
to the crucial support from the 
former.  

Bayrou, a three-time losing 
presidential candidate, has 
always harboured ambitions for 
the top job. It is Bayrou actually 
who championed the notion of 
centrism for years in French pol-
itics which Macron exploited to 
his advantage in winning the 
presidency.  

While Bayrou will be facing 
the same parliament and balance 
of power as his predecessor, 
Michel Barnier, the terms of 
engagement will be dictated not 
by Macron but by Bayrou himself, 
relegating the former to his exclu-
sive domain of defense and for-
eign affairs. 

It is significant that Bayrou, 
in his opening statement, made 
no mention of previous prime 
ministers but of the French King 
Henri IV, a champion of reconcil-
iation of opposing camps in 
French history.  

The presidential tone of the 
new prime minister is evident for 
all to see. 

Yours, etc., Animesh Rai, 
Noida, 17 December.

Presidential  tone 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ANAND 
KUMAR

The writer is Associate  
Fellow, Manohar Parrikar 

Institute for Defence  
Studies & Analyses

Shaping our 
own narrative 

UCC 

SIR, This refers to today’s editorial “India’s Unity’. The Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC) is often seen as a means to promote national 
unity by establishing a common framework of personal laws that 
apply equally to all citizens, regardless of religion, caste, or gen-
der. Proponents believe that the UCC can bridge societal divi-
sions by eliminating disparities in laws governing marriage, 
divorce, inheritance, and other personal matters, which vary 
across religious communities.  

By introducing a uniform legal structure, the UCC is seen 
as a step toward achieving equality and secularism, as envisioned 
in Article 44 of the Constitution. Supporters argue that such a 
code would strengthen the idea of a unified India where every 
citizen is treated equally under the law. 

On the other hand, critics caution that implementing the 
UCC could undermine the country’s rich cultural diversity and 
pluralistic ethos. They argue that personal laws are deeply rooted 
in religious and cultural practices, and imposing a uniform code 
might lead to feelings of alienation among minority communities. 
Moreover, concerns have been raised about the potential misuse 
of the UCC as a political tool rather than a genuine effort to 
ensure justice and equality. A balanced approach, emphasising 
dialogue and consensus, is essential to ensure that the UCC har-
monises the principles of equality with respect for cultural iden-
tities, fostering unity without eroding diversity. 

Yours, etc., Narayanan Kizhumundayur,  
Thrissur, 19 December.
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Dying to kill

MAHIR ALI 
 

B
ack in the early 1980s, when 
Akbar S. Ahmed was contem-
plating whether Pakistan 
could be Japan, he might 

have missed an opportunity to focus 
on a more viable (although less desir-
able) East Asian role model for capi-
talist development. 

Despite relentless military- 
dominated authoritarian rule pep-
pered with bouts of martial law and 
brutal suppression of popular unrest, 
the economy grew in leaps and 
bounds through the 1960s and beyond, 
overtaking North Korea in the 1970s. 

Even though the first president 
following the introduction of a recog-
nisable form of bourgeois democracy 
in 1987 was a former general and a 
protégé of the preceding dictator, ever 
since (unlike Pakistan) there has rarely 
been any serious threat of a return to 
military rule despite instances of polit-
ical dysfunction and public dissatis-
faction. Until this month. 

President Yoon Suk Yeol’s late-
night announcement on December 3 
was therefore greeted with shock 
within and outside South Korea. Yoon 
deployed military troops and police 
contingents to keep legislators out of 
parliament, but they managed to 
gather in sufficient numbers to for-
mally rescind the measure. 

Martial law lasted barely for six 
hours, which is probably a world 
record. To their credit, neither the sol-
diers nor the police seemed particu-
larly keen to use violence against either 
the parliamentarians or the thousands 
of citizens who had gathered outside 
on a freezing night to resist their 
unpopular president’s decree. 

South Koreans under 40 have no 
direct experience of military rule, but 
they’ve heard horror stories from their 

parents about the ruthless repression 
and draconian curbs on freedom of 
thought and action. And even those 
among the older generations who 
look back on past instances of military 
rule as a necessary safeguard against 
largely exaggerated Cold War threats 
have no desire to revisit that era. 

They are sceptical about Yoon’s 
reliance on similar excuses in 2024 to 
justify his deed, viewed as a desperate 
bid for self-preservation. He was 
elected president in 2022 by the nar-
rowest margin in his nation’s history, 
and his popularity has dwindled from 
the low 20s to 11 per cent as of last 
week. The move to impeach him suc-
ceeded on the second try last Satur-
day, as 12 of the 108 MPs from his 
(ironically named) People Power 
Party (PPP) provided the required 
two-thirds majority in parliament. 

The constitutional court has six 
months to deliver a final verdict on 
Yoon’s suspended presidency. Four of 
its six judges were appointed by Yoon, 
and even a single dissenting vote 
could preserve him in power until 
2027. But there are three vacancies on 
the bench, and if the opposition-heavy 
assembly fills them quickly, that 
would likely tilt the scales, triggering 
a mid-2025 presidential election. 

It’s hard to imagine a verdict 
before the Trump takeover, though, 
and its possible effects are unpre-
dictable. Yoon’s right-wing populist 
and authoritarian tendencies should 
endear him to Donald Trump, but the 
once and future US leader also has a 
soft spot for North Korea’s Kim Jong-
un, and wants Seoul to pay more for 
the 28,500 American troops still post-
ed on the peninsula 70-plus years 
after the end of the Korean War. 

The Biden administration has 
overlooked Yoon’s anti-democratic 
tendencies to entrench an anti-

China coalition with South Korea 
and Japan as its primary Pacific 
components. Political instability in 
either partner nation should perturb 
the imperial centre, but Washington 
was predictably limp in its response 
to the coup attempt in Seoul. Mean-
while Japan, which hosts more than 
50,000 US troops on Okinawa almost 
80 years after American atomic 
bombs destro yed Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, is also at risk of political 
turbulence after Fumio Kishida 
bowed out this year. 

South Korea won’t be well-served 
if, by any mischance, Yoon escapes 
his current suspension to serve out 
the rest of his term. What can be guar-
anteed, though, is that he will face an 
even more hostile parliament and a 
steady stream of anti-government 
popular mobilisations that, combined 
with the security establishment’s 
unwillingness to facilitate his ambi-
tions, should thwart further regressive 
designs. 

Neither the nation’s ‘chaebolic’ 
corporate capitalism model nor its US 

alignment is likely to substantially 
shift in the event of power shifting to 
the opposition Democratic Party. 

But all who defended its flawed 
democracy against something much 
worse deserve credit for sustaining 
South political progress since the 
1980s, and one can only hope that the 
American Pie-singing Yoon will be 
remembered chiefly for the night the 
music refused to die, followed by a 
bye-bye. 

 
Dawn/ANN.

ACROSS 
 
6    Love following the 

example of US 
singer/actor?  
(7) 

8    Sash worn, mostly 
decorated (7) 

10  Recording almost 
entirely worthless  
(5) 

11  Starts to turn 
ravaging, without 
intervention dropping 
to upsetting (9) 

12  Subordinate not 
quickly losing head (5) 

13  Orange pip blown 
about in St Paul’s 
Tube? (5,4) 

15  Seal fate: explorer 
soon goes travelling 
east (4,4,5) 

18  Borrow book? French 
novel you once 
observed to be about 
railway (6,3) 

19  Old man restraining 
people heading off 
for a dance (5) 

21  Bar quiet during story 
by Republican 
newsman (9) 

24  Ostensibly the 
Mechanical Turk’s 
Rook also retracted, 
pinning Bishop (5) 

25  Appears, needing 
drink after shock  
(5,2) 

26  Tart on side of 
Parisian street 
recalled French idler 
(7) 

 
DOWN 
 
1    Quickly write section 

on swimming stroke 
(6) 

2    Time to suppress 
belief and sadness  
(6) 

3    Encourage moderate 
Tory about heroin  
(4) 

4    Email rude comments 
on sergeant’s  
dancing  
(8) 

5    Search disposing of 
Queen’s concern  
(4) 

7    More black wool 
tangled in space  
(5-4) 

8    Adventure novel 
unexpectedly about 
geese, nothing less 
(4,5) 

9    Distinctive stamp long 
observed in court  
(6) 

13  Possession? Last of 
men in his power  
at sea  
(9) 

14  What this is until it 
isn’t?  
(9) 

16  Flying kites filled with 
writing material – 
most abnormal  
(8) 

17  Bishop half-throttled 
by his superior? That’s 
right (6) 

19  Opening place to go 
for pop festivals? 
Loves to get away  
(6) 

20  Queen avoiding area 
linked to unknown 
highway (6) 

22  Attractive gesture 
current in the North 
(4) 

23  Ransack, tossing lire 
all over the place  
(4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16

17

18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

CROSSWORD
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I
t is reported in the press that in 
Pakistan, 12 security personnel 
were killed last month when a 
suicide bomber rammed an 

explosive-laden vehicle into a check 
post in Pakistan’s north-western Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province. Of late, 
there has been an escalation of sui-
cide bombing attacks by terrorists in 
Pakistan.  

Hafis Gul Bahadur, a militant 
organisation affiliated with the Tehrik-
i-Taliban Pakistan, claimed responsi-
bility for this night raid. Pakistan says 
that TTP, which the USA lists as a 
global terrorist organisation, is orches-
trating the deadly violence from sanc-
tuaries in Afghanistan. Kabul has 
stoutly denied the allegations  

uicide bombing is becoming the 
most dreaded form of terrorist attack 
in many countries of the world. In 
India, suicide bombing was not wit-
nessed in the early days of terrorism 
in Kashmir and Punjab. The first and 
most daring case of suicide bombing 
was the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi 
by LTTE cadres in 1991. The Chief
Minister of Punjab, Sardar Beant 
Singh was the next victim of suicide 
terrorism in Chandigarh in August 
1995. The first suicide bombing in 
Kashmir took place in April 1999, in 
the Badami Bagh area of Srinagar, 
when a Jaish militant launched a sui-
cide attack on Indian Army 15 Corps 
Headquarters. 

Suicide bombing first hogged the 
limelight in April 1983, when the ter-
rorist network of Hezbollah attacked 
the American Embassy in Beirut, and 
later, in the same year, devastated the 
US Marine headquarters in Lebanon.  

The success of the Hezbollah 
suicide bombing inspired the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam  to resort 
to suicide bombings on a huge scale 

in their operations. The suicide 
bombers constituted an elite corps 
and occupied a privileged position 
in LTTE. They were separated from 
ordinary cadre, and kept in isolation. 
The Tigers are perhaps the only ter-
rorist outfit  responsible for the 
assassination of two former prime 
ministers - Rajiv Gandhi and Pre-
madasa of Sri Lanka. LTTE's suicide 
missions were planned with minute 
attention to detail, and precisely exe-
cuted with lethal impact. The LTTE 
cadre responsible for the assassina-
tion of Premadasa infiltrated into his 
staff, and remained inactive for 
nearly two years, before embarking 
on the deadly mission. 

Research in the field has shown 
that most suicide bombing missions 
are not "lone wolf" operations. They 
are meticulously planned by a terror-
ist network. The suicide bombers are 
trained, motivated and radicalised 
before being sent on their missions. 
For organizing successful bombing 
operations, there is need for exten-
sive underground preparation and 
coordination. Explosives have to be 
smuggled and stored properly and 
safely, for which reliable local sup-
port is needed. 

The damage inflicted by suicide 
bombings is both physical and psy-
chological, and to inflict maximum 
damage the bombers rely heavily on 
the element of surprise. Surprise is 
generated by turning the everyday 
into a weapon. For instance, suicide 
bombers often wear their explosives 
underneath their clothing, carry them
in backpacks, or even hide them in 
bicycle frames. Frequently, to inflict 
even greater damage, suicide 
bombers drive vehicles packed with 
explosives into the targets. 

The use of suicide bombing has 
grown for three main reasons. First, 
suicide bombing is almost impossi-

ble for security forces to prevent. 
Second, media attention is almost 
like oxygen to the terrorist and sui-
cide bombings generate great pub-
licity and receive enormous news 
coverage. Third, suicide bombings 
require little expertise and few 
resources beyond a bomb and some-
one willing to carry it, thus is more 
cost effective than other tactics. 

The growth in suicide bombing
has often been linked to the rise of 
religion-inspired terrorist violence, 
but this is not totally correct. Ameri-
can political scientist Robert Pape has 
argued that prior to 2003, a group that 
often resorted to suicide bombings 
was LTTE, a secular, separatist, ethnic 
group from Sri Lanka. 

Though religion is often misused 
to justify suicide bombings, studies 
have shown that many suicide 
bombers, particularly in developed 
societies, are not fanatics and a sig-
nificant number of bombers come 
from income and education levels 
well above their country’s norms.  

Suicide bombers pose serious 
security hazards. It is very difficult to 
detect and prevent such bombers, 
who can always spring a surprise. But 
the task of suicide bombers can be 
made more difficult and burdensome, 
and the impact of the strike may be 
reduced by adopting various meas-
ures like strict access control, 
strengthening of verification proce-
dures, etc. 

There should be constant train-
ing and drill of the security personnel 
deployed for protection of VIPs and 
other possible targets and sensitive 
installations. There are instances 
where alertness of the security staff 
has prevented, or foiled lethal strikes. 
Regular briefing and constant simu-
lated exercises are necessary to hone 
skills, and sharpen responses. Along 
with the refinement of skills, there 
should be upgradation of equipment 
and weaponry available to the secu-
rity personnel. 

(The writer is Senior Fellow – Institute of Social 
Sciences, a former Director General of the 
National Human Rights Commission and 
former Director, National Police Academy.)

The night the music refused to die

IT was improbable that even with the 
best of good fortune the M. C. C. would 
manage to pull the first Test Match out of 
the fire against an Australian lead of 604 
on the two innings,  but to make a record 
fourth innings score was a secondary tri-
umph. The games now stand : Australian 
wins 44, English 40, drawn 21. Heavy as 
the scoring was, 1,611 for 40 wickets, it 
falls well short of the record of 1753 at 
Adelaide in 1920, when Australia won by 
119 (354 and 582 against 447 and 370). 
Then also as in this game six centuries 
were scored, including 123 by Hobbs in 
the last innings. Six centuries is the record. 
England's last win was at the Oval in 1912, 
when Australia could total only 111 and 
65, and lost by 244. Since then 11 matches 
have been played—all of them wins for 
Australia except the last two in 1921, 
drawn after heavy scoring. The cabled
accounts have criticized the Australian 
fielding, but there appears to have been 
nothing wrong with the wicket-keeping 
on either side. Strudwick made 5 catches, 
and Australia’s extras totalled only 26, 
while Oldfield made 3 catches and the M. 
C. C.’s extras were 17. The three newcom-
ers to the Australian side, the two Richard-
sons and Ponsford, have proved them-
selves additions of strength, A. Richardson 
only failing by 2 runs to get a century on 
his first appearance. England was set the 
task of getting 604 to win, a number never 
obtained in a Test Match innings, the 
highest figures being 589 by England at 
Melbourne in 1911 and 586 by Australia 
at Sydney in 1894. A total of over 500 has 
been scored on twelve occasions. 

MR. GANDHI & AKALIS 

CONGRESS INQUIRY 
COMMITTEE 

MR. GANDHI arrived here this morn-
ing from Lahore accompanied by 
Maulana Shaukat Ali, Messrs. Jamna-lal 
Bajaj, Shankerlal Banker, C. R. Reddy, and 
Desai. No public demonstrations were 
held in his honour. 

Mr. Gandhi had a long talk with Sar-
dar Mangal Singh about the Akali activi-
ties. He discussed the preliminaries of the 
“Akali Repression Inquiry Committee ” 
and settled its programme of work. He 
asked Dr. Kitchlew to act as its chairman, 
Seth Jamnalal Bajaj, Mr. C. R. Reddy, and 
Khwaja Abdul Rahman Ghazi as members. 
The committee commences its work from 
December 7 and will visit Bhai Pheru, 
Lyallpur, Jullundur and other villages of 
the Amritsar district. It is understood that 
they have wired to the Administrator, 
Nabha, for permission to study jail condi-
tions there. The committee will complete 
its work within a fortnight and will submit 
its report to the Belgaum Congress. 

ASSAM MYSTERY 

TEA GARDEN 
ASSISTANT 
DISAPPEARS 

ON the morning of November 24, Mr. 
A. G. Thompson, an assistant on the 
Sycotta Tea Estate, Kharikatia, Assam, 
called at the manager's office, and after 
transacting certain business, left on his 
bicycle and has not been heard of since. 
A reward of Rs. 1,000 has been offered by 
the manager of the Sycotta Estate for 
information resulting in the discovery of 
the missing man. 

Mr. Thompson, who is the son of 
Canon Thompson of Hayes Vicarage, 
Kent, saw considerable war service and 
was awarded the Military Cross. He is stat-
ed to have been suffering from shell-
shock. A well-set-up man, five feet ten 
inches in height, Mr. Thompson when last 
seen, was wearing grey flannel trousers, 
with sports coat, black brogue shoes and 
a pig-sticker topi. 

LEPER PROBLEM 

INFORMATION TO 
BE ASKED IN 
ASSEMBLY 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT) 

WHEN the problem of leprosy in 
India is beginning to be seriously handled 
it is welcome to find that some members 
of the Assembly are also taking an interest 
in it. 

Dr. S. K. Datta, has tabled a question 
for the next session asking: “What has 
been done within recent years to promote 
research into the causes of dissemination, 
and care of leprosy; whether any inspec-
tors of lepers as contemplated under the 
Act of 1898 and amended by Act of 1920 
have been appointed in administrations 
under the direct control of the Govern-
ment of India, and if so whether the 
reports of these inspectors show that the 
provisions of the original Act are adequate 
for its purpose; whether the Government 
has ever undertaken a census of lepers in 
India, and if not, whether any special 
steps were taken to ensure statistical 
accuracy of the figures that formed part 
of the general census of 1921. 

100 YEARS AGO
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Israeli airstrikes hit 
Yemen's rebel-held areas

At least 16 Palestinians killed 
by Israeli bombings in Gaza

Strikes killed at least nine people, officials said, shortly after a Houthi missile targeted central Israel

Gisèle Pelicot’s ex-husband found guilty of 
rapes, sentenced to 20 years in France
AGENCIES 
AVIGNON, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Gisèle Pelicot said after 51 
men were all found guilty 
Thursday in the drugging-
and-rape trial that turned 
her into a feminist hero that 
the ordeal was “very difficult” 
and expressed support for 
other victims of sexual vio-
lence. 

“We share the same fight,” 
she said in her first words 
after the court in the southern 
French city of Avignon handed
down prison sentences ranging 
from three to 20 years. 

She said that she had her 
grandchildren in mind as she 

endured the more than three 
months of hearings, saying: 
“It’s also for them that I led 
this fight.” 

THIS IS A BREAKING 
NEWS UPDATE. AP’s earlier 
story follows below. 

AVIGNON, France (AP) — 
A court in France on Thursday 
sentenced the ex-husband 
of Gisèle Pelicot to 20 years 
in prison for drugging and 
raping her and allowing other 
men to rape her while she 
was unconscious, in abuse 
that lasted nearly a decade. 

The sentence against 
Dominique Pelicot was the 
maximum possible under 
French law. He was declared 

guilty of all charges against 
him. At age 72, it could mean 
that he spends the rest of his 
life in prison. He won’t be 
eligible to ask for early release 
until at least two-thirds of 
the sentence has been served. 

The shocking case stunned 
France and spurred a national 
reckoning about the blight 

of rape culture. 
Roger Arata, the lead judge 

of the court in the southern 
French city Avignon, told 
Pelicot to stand for the sen-
tencing. After it was delivered, 
he sat back down and cried. 

Arata read out verdicts 
one after the other against 
Pelicot and the 50 other men 
tried in the case. Gisèle Pelicot’s 
courage, grace and stoicism 
during the ordeal of hearings 
that stretched over more than 
three months also turned 
Gisèle Pelicot into an icon 
for campaigners against sexual 
violence, including outside 
of France. 

“You are therefore declared 

guilty of aggravated rape on 
the person of Mme. Gisèle 
Pelicot,” the judge said as he 
worked his way through names 
on the long list of defendants. 

Gisèle Pelicot was seated 
on one side of the courtroom, 
facing the defendants and 
sometimes nodding her head 
as verdicts were announced. 
Delivering the guilty verdicts 
and sentences took Arata just 
over an hour. 

Dominique Pelicot’s 
lawyer, Béatrice Zavarro, said 
that she would weigh a possible 
appeal, but also expressed 
hope that Gisèle Pelicot would 
find solace in the court’s  
rulings.

Mauritius wants to rethink a deal with the UK 
over islands housing the key Diego Garcia base
AGENCIES 
LONDON, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The British government said 
Wednesday it still plans to 
hand over a contested Indian 
Ocean archipelago, which is 
home to a strategically impor-
tant military base, to Mauritius, 
after that country’s new leader 
backed away from the con-
tentious deal. 

The U.K. and Mauritius 
announced an agreement in 
October to transfer sovereignty 
of the Chagos Islands, a chain 
of more than 60 islands just 
south of the equator off the 
tip of India. Under the deal, 
the U.K.-U.S. naval and bomber 
base on the largest of the 

islands, Diego Garcia, would 
remain under U.K. control 
for at least 99 years. When it 
made the announcement, 
Britain’s Labour Party gov-
ernment said it was finalizing 
details of a treaty with the 
Mauritian government. Since 
then, voters in Mauritius 
ousted the government that 
made the deal, replacing it 
with one led by Prime Minister 
Navin Ramgoolam. Ram-
goolam said he was reopening 
negotiations because the draft 
deal “would not produce the 
benefits that the nation could 
expect from such an agree-
ment.” He told lawmakers in 
Mauritius’ parliament on 
Tuesday that his government 

“is still willing to conclude an 
agreement with the United 
Kingdom” and had submitted 
counterproposals. Britain’s 
Foreign Office Minister Stephen 
Doughty said he was confident 
the deal would be finalized, 
and it was “completely under-
standable that the new Mau-
ritian government will want 
time to study the details.” 

“I am confident that we 
have agreed a good and fair 
deal that is in both sides’ inter-
ests,” he told lawmakers in 
the House of Commons. “It 
protects the base at propor-
tionate cost. It has been sup-
ported across the national 
security architecture in the 
United States and by India.”

AGENCIES 
BRUSSELS, 19 DECEMBER 

 
NATO’s secretary-general 
said he wants to discuss ways 
to put Ukraine in a position 
of strength for any future 
peace talks with Russia during 
a meeting this week with 
Ukraine’s president and a 
small number of European 
leaders. 

But Mark Rutte appeared 
frustrated at growing spec-
ulation in NATO capitals 
about when those peace talks 
might start and whether Euro-
pean peacekeepers would 
be involved, saying that speak-
ing publicly about it plays 
into the hands of Russian 

President Vladimir Putin. 
“High on the agenda is to 

make sure that the president, 
his team in Ukraine, are in 
the best possible position 
one day when they decide 
so to start the peace talks,” 
Rutte told reporters as he 

welcomed Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
to his residence in Brussels. 

The focus, Rutte said, 
must be “to do everything 
now to make sure that when 
it comes to air defense, when 
it comes to other weapons 

systems, that we make sure 
that we provide whatever we 
can.” 

He said that another issue 
up for discussion would be 
“how to make sure that when 
peace comes one day that 
we also think about the econ-
omy of Ukraine now, but 
also after a future peace deal.” 

Zelenskyy posted on 
Telegram that he would hold 
talks with the leaders of the 
Czech Republic, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Denmark, the 
Netherlands and Poland and 
U.K. representatives, who 
were in Brussels. He’s also 
due to take part in an EU 
summit in the Belgian capital 
on Thursday. 

Wisconsin school shooter had 2 guns and got messages 
from man accused of plotting his own attack

NATO leader says he wants to put Ukraine in a 
position of strength for any peace talks with Russia

AGENCIES 
MADISON, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The shooter who killed a 
student and teacher at a 
religious school in Wisconsin 
brought two guns to the 
school and was in contact 
with a man in California 
who authorities say was 
planning to attack a gov-
ernment building, according 
to authorities and court doc-
uments that became public 
Wednesday. 

Police were still investi-
gating why the 15-year-old 
student at Abundant Life 
Christian School in Madison 
shot and killed a fellow stu-
dent and teacher on Monday 
before shooting herself, 

Madison Police Chief Shon 
Barnes said. Two other stu-
dents who were shot 
remained in critical condition 
on Wednesday. 

“We may never know 
what she was thinking that 
day, but we’ll do our best to 
try to add or give as much 
information to our public 
as possible,” Barnes said. 

A California judge, mean-
while, issued a restraining 
order Tuesday under Cali-
fornia’s gun red flag law 
against a 20-year-old Carls-
bad man. The order requires 
the man to turn his guns 
and ammunition into police 
within 48 hours unless an 
officer asks for them sooner 
because he poses an imme-

diate danger to himself and 
others. 

According to the order, 
the man told FBI agents that 
he had been messaging 
Natalie Rupnow, the Wis-
consin shooter, about attack-
ing a government building 
with a gun and explosives. 
The order doesn’t say what 
building he had targeted or 

when he planned to launch 
his attack. It also doesn’t 
detail his interactions with 
Rupnow except to state that 
the man was plotting a mass 
shooting with her. 

The student who was 
killed in Monday’s school 
shooting was identified in 
an obituary released Wednes-
day as Rubi Patricia Vergara, 
14, of Madison. She was a 
freshman at the school and 
“an avid reader, loved art, 
singing and playing keyboard 
in the family worship band,” 
according to the obituary. 
The Associated Press’ 
attempts to reach the girl’s 
family by phone and email 
on Wednesday evening were 
unsuccessful.

AGENCIES 
GAZA, 19 DECEMBER  

 
At least 16 Palestinians were 
killed by Israeli bombings in 
northern Gaza, the Palestinian 
official news agency WAFA 
reported.  

At least 10 people were 
killed on Wednesday night 
and some others injured when 
the Israeli aircraft bombed 
the house of the Al-Najjar 
family in the town of Jabalia, 
WAFA said. 

Six more people were killed 
due to Israeli bombing on 

the house of the Al-Zaytouniya 
family near the Al-Tabi'in 
School in the Al-Daraj neigh-
borhood, east of Gaza City, it 
added. 

The Israeli army has not 
commented on these inci-
dents, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

Meanwhile, at least 24 
Palestinians were killed in 
Israeli raids across the Gaza 
Strip, Palestinian sources said. 

Israeli warplanes bombed 
a house in Beit Hanoun town 
in northern Gaza on Wednes-
day, according to Palestinian 

security sources. 
Mahmoud Basal, 

spokesman for Civil Defence 
in Gaza, told Xinhua that four 
people were killed in the 
strike, including two women, 
and several others are still 
missing under the rubble. 

In a separate incident in 
northern Gaza, two more 
were killed and another seri-
ously injured when an Israeli 
drone targeted a gathering 
of Palestinians in the Jabalia 
area, according to Basal. 

In addition, a brief state-
ment issued by Al-Awda Hos-
pital in northern Gaza said 
that a paramedic was killed 
in an Israeli airstrike on a 
building in the town of Beit 
Lahia at dawn 

Israel has been launching 
a large-scale offensive against 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip to 
retaliate against a Hamas 
rampage through the southern 
Israeli border on October 7, 
2023, during which about 
1,200 people were killed and 
about 250 taken hostage.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
DUBAI, 19 DECEMBER 

 

A
 series of intense Israeli 
airstrikes shook 
Yemen’s rebel-held 
capital and a port 

city early Thursday and killed 
at least nine people, officials 
said, shortly after a Houthi 
missile targeted central Israel. 

Thursday’s strikes risk fur-
ther escalating conflict with 
the Iranian-backed Houthis, 
whose attacks on the Red Sea 
corridor have drastically 
impacted global shipping. 
The rebels have so far avoided 
the same level of intense mil-
itary strikes that have targeted 
Palestinian militant group 
Hamas and Lebanon’s Hezbol-
lah, fellow members of Tehran’s 
self-described “Axis of Resist-
ance.” 

Israel’s military said that 
it conducted two waves of 

strikes in a preplanned oper-
ation that began early Thursday 
and involved 14 fighter jets. 
The military said the first wave 
of strikes targeted Houthi 
infrastructure at the ports of 
Hodeida, Salif and the Ras 
Isa oil terminal on the Red 
Sea. 

Then, in a second wave of 
strikes, the military said its 
fighter jets targeted Houthi 
energy infrastructure in Sanaa. 

The Houthi-controlled 
satellite channel al-Masirah 
said that some of the strikes 
targeted power stations in the 
capital, posting videos of 
flames engulfing one structure, 
as civil defense workers doused 
it in water, trying to extinguish 
the fire. 

The strikes on the two 
power plants will worsen the 
electricity crisis faced by Sanaa, 
where those who can afford 
it run gas generators or get 

power from private providers 
because of the city’s long-
failing infrastructure. 

“Approximately one quarter 
of Sanaa — particularly shops, 
stores and commercial facilities 
— will face immediate and 
severe disruptions,” said 
Mohammed al-Basha, a Yemen 
analyst. “In a city already stag-
gering under a profound eco-
nomic crisis, 2025 is set to be 

exceptionally challenging.” 
The al-Masirah channel, 

citing its correspondent in 
the port city of Hodeida, said 
that at least seven people had 
been killed at Salif, while 
another two had been killed 
at the Ras Isa oil terminal. 
Others suffered wounds at 
the Hodeida port as well, it 
said.An Israeli military state-
ment offered no damage 

assessment. 
Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, 

an Israeli military spokesman, 
said the strikes hit energy and 
port infrastructure, which he 
alleged the rebels “have been 
using in ways that effectively 
contributed to their military 
action.” 

“I suggest the leaders of 
the Houthis to see, to under-
stand and remember: Whoever 
raises a hand against the state 
of Israel, his hand will be cut 
off, whoever harms us — will 
be harmed sevenfold,” Israeli 
Defense Minister Israel Katz 
said. 

Rebel-held Hodeida, about 
145 kilometers (90 miles) 
southwest of Sanaa, has been 
key for food shipments into 
Yemen as its decade-long war 
has gone on. There’s also long-
standing suspicion that 
weapons from Iran have been 
transferred through the port.
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The USA is urging China to be more transparent about its nuclear programme
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
WASHINGTON, 19 DECEMBER 

 

C
hina is expanding 
its nuclear force, has 
increased military 
pressure against Tai-

wan and has strengthened 
its ties with Russia over the 
past year, according to a Pen-
tagon report Wednesday that 
details actions accelerating 
key areas of conflict with the 
United States. 

The report, however, also 
notes that the recent rash 
of corruption allegations 
within China’s powerful Cen-
tral Military Commission, 
which oversees the People’s 
Liberation Army, is hurting 
Beijing’s military growth 
and could slow its campaign 
to modernize. 

The impact, said a senior 
defense official, is a bit of a 
mixed bag because while 
there has been progress in 

some programs, China has 
slid back in others. 

The official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
to describe the U.S. assess-
ment, warned that Beijing 
is working toward developing 
a more diverse and techno-
logically sophisticated nuclear 
force. While the expected 
number of nuclear warheads 
has maintained consistent 
growth, China is broadening 
its targeting abilities. 

Beijing is going to be able 
to go after more and different 
types of targets, do greater 
damage and have more 
options for multiple rounds 
of counterstrikes, the official 
said. The U.S. is urging China 
to be more transparent about 
its nuclear program, while 
also warning that America 
will defend its allies and take 
appropriate steps in response. 

According to the report, 
which provides the annual 

U.S. assessment of China’s 
military power and is required 
by Congress, China had more 
than 600 operational nuclear 
warheads as of May, and 
the U.S. expects it will have 
more than 1,000 by 2030. 

The Chinese Embassy, in 
response, said China has 
always “firmly adhered to a 
nuclear strategy of self-
defense,” follows the no-
first-use nuclear policy and 

maintains its nuclear capa-
bilities at the minimum level 
required for national secu-
rity. 

Liu Pengyu, the embassy 
spokesman, said such annual 
reports by the Pentagon are 
“filled with ‘Cold-War’ think-
ing and zero-sum game men-
tality, which China firmly 
opposes.” 

The Biden administration 
has worked to maintain a 

balance with China, building 
up the U.S. military presence 
in the Asia-Pacific region to 
be ready to counter Beijing 
while also encouraging 
increased communications 
between the two countries 
at the diplomatic and military 
levels. 

That uptick in talks has 
coincided with a decrease 
in coercive and risky inter-
cepts of U.S. aircraft since 
late 2023, compared with 
the previous two years. China 
still, however, does what the 
U.S. military considers 
“unsafe” flights near Amer-
ican and allied forces in the 
region. 

The Pentagon’s national 
defense strategy is built 
around China being the 
greatest security challenge 
for the U.S., and the threat 
from Beijing influences how 
the U.S. military is equipped 
and organized for the future.
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Pakistan on Thursday 
denounced new U.S. sanc-
tions on the country’s ballistic 
missile program as “discrim-
inatory” that put the region’s 
peace and security at risk. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry 
warned in a statement that 
the sanctions “have dangerous 
implications for strategic sta-
bility of our region and 
beyond.” It also cast doubt 
on U.S. allegations that tar-
geted businesses were 
involved in weapons prolif-
eration because previous 
sanctions “were based on 
mere doubts and suspicion 
without any evidence what-
soever.” 

It also accused the U.S. 
of “double standards” for 
waiving licensing require-
ments for advanced military 
technology to other coun-
tries. 

The sanctions freeze any 

U.S. property belonging to 
the targeted businesses and 
bar Americans from doing 
business with them. 

The U.S. State Department 
said one such sanctioned 
entity, the Islamabad-based 
National Development Com-
plex worked to acquire items 
for developing Pakistan’s 
long range ballistic missile 
program that includes the 
SHAHEEN series of ballistic 
missiles. 

The other sanctioned enti-
ties are Akhtar and Sons Pri-
vate Limited, Affiliates Inter-
national and Rockside Enter-
prise. 

State Department 
spokesman Matthew Miller 
posted on X platform on 
Wednesday that the U.S. had 
been “been clear and con-
sistent about our concerns” 
over such weapons prolifer-
ation and that it would “con-
tinue to engage constructively 
with Pakistan on these issues.” 

Analysts say Pakistan’s 
nuclear and missile program 
is primarily aimed at coun-
tering threats from neigh-
boring India. 

Security expert Syed 
Muhammad Ali called the 
sanctions “short sighted, 
destabilizing and divorced 
for South Asian regional 
strategic realities.” 

Pakistan became a 
declared nuclear power in 
1998, when it conducted 
underground nuclear tests 
in response to those carried 
out by its rival and neighbor 
India. The two sides regularly 
test-fired their short, medium 
and long-range missiles. 

Two highway crashes in southeastern 
Afghanistan kill 50 people and injure 76

Number of dead and missing still unclear as first 
aid arrives in quake-hit Pacific nation of Vanuatu
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Amid the havoc wrought by 
a violent earthquake two 
days earlier, Ivan Oswald 
and his staff prepared for 
lunchtime service Thursday 
at Nambawan Cafe, on an 
idyllic stretch of Vanuatu’s 
waterfront. 

The menu for the usual 
lunchtime rush was replaced 
with defrosted sausages for 
emergency workers sifting 
through rubble in search of 
those trapped alive or killed 
in flattened buildings when 
the massive, 7.3 jolt hit Port 
Vila, Vanuatu’s capital 48 
hours earlier. Search crews 
were joined Thursday by 
specialists arriving in waves 
from Australia, New Zealand 
and France. 

Earthquakes are normal 

for the South Pacific nation 
made up of 80 islands and 
home to 330,000 people, but 
Tuesday’s terrifying shake 
was like nothing residents 
had felt before. Centered 30 
kilometers (19 miles) offshore, 
at a depth of 57 kilometers 
(35 miles), the quake was 
followed by hundreds of rat-
tling aftershocks. The death 
toll was still unclear and offi-
cial information remained 
scarce. The government ini-
tially confirmed 14 deaths. 

South Korea’s acting leader vetoes Bills 
sponsored by oppn, deepening political strife
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South Korea’s acting leader 
on Thursday vetoed a spate 
of contentious bills sponsored 
by the main opposition party, 
deepening political strife in 
the wake of parliament’s 
impeachment of President 
Yoon Suk Yeol (photo). 

The ruling and opposition 
parties have been bickering 
over how much authority 
Prime Minister Han Duck-
soo, the country’s No. 2 official, 
has assumed since the oppo-
sition-controlled National 
Assembly last Saturday voted 
to suspend Yoon’s presidential 
powers over his short-lived 
Dec. 3 martial law. The Con-
stitutional Court is to determine 

whether to formally dismiss 
the conservative Yoon as pres-
ident or reinstate him. 

Law enforcement author-
ities are also separately inves-
tigating whether Yoon’s martial 
law enforcement amounted 
to rebellion. Yoon’s defense 
minister, police chief and sev-
eral other military command-
ers have already been arrested 
over the case. The main liberal 

opposition Democratic Party 
earlier considered impeaching 
Han as well for failing to stop 
Yoon’s martial law declaration, 
but shelved the idea after he 
became acting leader. 

Four of the six bills vetoed 
by Han were meant to intro-
duce greater state financial 
assistance programs for the 
country’s agriculture and fish-
eries industries. 

The most contentious bill 
is the Grain Management Act, 
which would require the gov-
ernment to buy surplus rice 
if the price drops too sharply 
to protect the country’s farming 
industry and promote its food 
sovereignty. Han said the bill 
would cause “immense” finan-
cial burdens on the govern-
ment and eventually lead to 

further drops in rice prices. 
Another controversial bill 

is the National Assembly Tes-
timony Appraisal Act, which 
would give lawmakers more 
power to request people to 
attend parliament hearings 
and submit documents. Under 
the proposed legislation, indi-
viduals could no longer decline 
such requests by citing the 
protection of trade secrets or 
personal information. 

The Democratic Party said 
the bill is necessary to deter-
mine the full details of Yoon’s 
martial law decree. But Han 
said the bill would likely 
infringe upon people’s privacy
and that there are concerns 
among business leaders that 
key technology and company 
secrets could be leaked.

Democracies across the globe are at a crossroads, 
as authoritarians seek to chip away at freedoms
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In November, the world’s 
most powerful democracy 
elected as its next president 
a man who schemed to over-
turn its last presidential elec-
tion. A month later, South 
Koreans swarmed their leg-
islature to block their pres-
ident’s attempt to impose 
martial law. 

The contrast sums up a 
year that tested democracy 
on all sides. 

Incumbent parties and 
leaders were battered in elec-
tions that covered 60% of 
the world’s population, a 
sign of widespread discontent 
in the wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic. It also was a sign 
of democracy working well, 
as it continued its core func-
tion of giving citizens the 
opportunity to replace the 
people who govern them. 

That made 2024 a year in 
which the state of democracy 

is both a glass half full and 
half empty. 

From Asia to Africa to the 
Americas, it produced exam-
ples of democracy working 
and citizens standing up 
against attempted coups or 
authoritarians. At the same 
time, some of the new regimes 
ushered in are taking a dis-
tinctly authoritarian tack. 
And the year ends with fresh 
turmoil in three prominent 
democracies, Canada, France 
and Germany. 

Donald Trump ended his 
last term trying to overturn 
his loss to President Joe Biden 
and rallying an angry crowd 
of supporters, some of whom 
then stormed the U.S. Capitol 

in a violent attempt to block 
Congress from certifying 
Biden’s victory. It was a 
shocking end to the U.S.'s 
long tradition of peacefully 
transferring power from one 
president to the next. 

Nonetheless, voters in 
November agreed to give 
Trump another term in the 
White House, even as he 
increasingly embraced 
authoritarian leaders and 
promised to seek retribution 
against those who defended 
democracy in 2020. 

Voters didn’t heed warn-
ings about Trump’s threat 
to democracy and were driven 
more by frustration at inflation 
and a surge in migration 
during Biden’s term. 

That, of course, is democ-
racy in action: Voters can 
choose to throw out an 
incumbent party even if the 
establishment warns that 
it’s dangerous. Indeed, the 
glass half full position on 
Trump is that his win was 

entirely democratic. 
Trump’s 2016 victory was 

due to a quirk in the country’s 
18th century Constitution 
that awards the presidency 
not based on a majority of 
the popular vote, but to who-
ever wins a majority of state-
based Electoral College votes. 

But in 2024, Trump won 
both the popular and Electoral 
College votes. He also expand-
ed his margins among Latino 
and Black voters. He won 
with high turnout, debunking 
a long-held myth that U.S. 
conservatives struggle when 
many people vote. That belief 
has driven Republican 
attempts to make it tougher 
to cast a ballot. 

The quiet period after the 
election is to some extent 
an illusion. Had Trump lost, 
he and his allies were poised 
to contest a victory by his 
Democratic opponent, so 
it’s not as if anti-democratic 
tendencies were erased by 
his win. 

Pakistan denounces US sanctions 
on its missile programme as biased, 
putting regional peace at risk
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Two highway crashes in 
southeastern Afghanistan 
have killed a combined total 
of 50 people and injured 
76, a government spokesman 
said Thursday. 

One was a coll ision 

between a passenger bus 
and an oil tanker on the 
Kabul-Kandahar highway 
late Wednesday, said Hafiz 
Omar, a spokesman for the 
governor of Ghazni province. 

The other was in a dif-
ferent area of the same high-
way, which connects the 
Afghan capital with the 

south. 
“The injured have been 

taken to hospitals in Ghazni 
and authorities are in the 
process of handing over the 
bodies to families,” said 
Omar. Patients in a more 
serious condition were trans-
ferred to Kabul. Women and 
children are among the casu-
alties, he added. 

Crash survivor Abdullah 
Khan, who was being treated 
in a Ghazni hospital, said 
he didn’t know how many 
people had either died or 
were injured. 

“I got out from the bus 
myself and heard the sound 
of moaning. There was blood 
everywhere. Some people 
had head injuries and others 
had hurt their legs.” 

Traffic accidents are com-
mon in Afghanistan, mainly 
due to poor road conditions 
and driver carelessness.

China's nuclear force 
expands, Russia ties deepen

On Wednesday, it said nine 
had been verified by the hos-
pital -- but officials expected 
the number would rise. More 
than 200 injured people were 
treated, officials said, but 
that figure has not been 
updated since around early 
Wednesday. On Thursday, 
telecommunications -- though 
piecemeal and patchy -- were 
more widely restored after a 
near total blackout following 
the quake. It offered residents 
of Vanuatu answers about 
the scale of the damage and 
about how many people were 
missing. As word got around 
that Nambawan had power 
and an independent internet 

source, rescuers, tourists and 
locals visited to charge devices 
and attempt to locate their 
relatives. 

“We’ve had a few tears,” 
said Oswald, the cafe’s owner. 
“I can’t help with the rescue, 
but I can help with this.” 

The extent of the havoc 
became clearer on Thursday. 
The worst-hit area was Port 
Vila’s downtown, busy with 
lunchtime shoppers on Tues-
day. Some outlying islands 
and villages near the quake’s 
epicenter have experienced 
landslides. 

Infrastructure damage 
was extensive, including to 
hospitals, roads, buildings, 

two major water reservoirs 
and gas pipes, the United 
Nations Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian 
Affairs said late on Wednes-
day. Response efforts were 
hampered by access prob-
lems. 

A massive landslide has 
blocked the sea port, limiting 
the transport of essential 
supplies and personnel, the 
UN agency said. The airport 
was open only for humani-
tarian use on Thursday, but 
the runway has been deemed 
operational and the resump-
tion of commercial flights 
will be considered on Fri-
day.

FranceÊs Macron visits 
cyclone-wrecked May-
otte as residents urge 
for water, food and 
other aid: French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron on 
Thursday surveyed the 
devastation that a cyclone 
wrought across the Indian 
Ocean archipelago of May-
otte as thousands of peo-
ple tried to cope without 
the bare essentials and 
amid fears of a surging 
death toll. � AGENCIES
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Rupee falls to all-time low 
against US dollar: The Indi-
an Rupee fell to an all-time 
low against the US dollar on 
Thursday, breaching the Rs 
85 mark for the first time. 
This decline comes after the 
US Federal Reserve cut key 
interest rates by 25 bps and 
signalled fewer rate cuts in 
2025. Notably, the rupee 
dropped to 85.0650 against 
the US dollar in early trade, 
compared to 84.9525 on 
Wednesday. The pace of the 
rupee’s depreciation has 
accelerated recently, with 
the fall from Rs 84 to Rs 85 
taking just two months.  
 
 
Huge job and business 
opportunities in Railway 
Manufacturing Industry: The 
railway manufacturing sec-
tor holds significant promise 
for job creation and busi-
ness opportunities for 
MSMEs in eastern India. 
West Bengal, being the hub 
of railway manufacturing, 
currently requires a substan-
tial number of skilled work-
ers for both direct and indi-
rect roles within this indus-
try. It is essential for numer-
ous MSMEs to engage 
actively in the railway manu-
facturing landscape, said Mr 
Prithish Chowdhary, Co-
Chairman, CII ER Manufactur-
ing Subcommittee & Deputy 
Managing Director, Titagarh 
Rail System, at the Rail Con-
nect East 2024, organised 
by CII Eastern Region, in 
Kolkata, today.
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B
enchmark indices 
tumbled over 1% on 
Thursday marking 
their fourth consec-

utive session of decline. The 
decline comes amid global 
market weakness weighing 
heavily on investor sentiment.  

Sensex crashed almost 
1,200 points and Nifty nose-
dived back to 23,870 level in 
intraday trade after the US 
Fed signalled the pace of 
rate cuts could be slower 
going ahead. 

At the close, the Sensex 

dropped 1.2%, shedding 964 
points to settle at 79,218, 
while the Nifty fell 1.02%, 
losing 247.6 points to end at 
23,951.25.  

Sensex opened at 79,029.03 
against its previous close of 
80,182.20 while Nifty 50 
opened at 23,877.15 against 
its previous close of 24,198.85. 

In the broader market, 
the BSE MidCap and Small-
Cap indices saw modest 
declines. BSE Midcap index 
declined 0.30%, while the 
BSE Smallcap index dropped 
0.28%. 

The overall market capi-
talisation of the BSE-listed 

firms dropped to nearly Rs 
450 lakh crore from nearly 
Rs 453 lakh crore in the pre-
vious session. 

Among the sectors, most 
of them suffered significant 
losses. Nifty Bank, Financial 
Services, IT and Consumer 
Durables falled by a per cent 
while on the other hand, 
bucking the trend, the Nifty 
Pharma index jumped almost 
2%. 

The Indian rupee hit a 
historic low of 85.3 per dollar, 
damaging market sentiment. 

On Nifty, Bajaj Finance, 
Bajaj Finserv, Asian Paints, 
JSW Steel, and Grasim were 

the top laggards, ending 
lower by up to 2.33 per cent.  

On the other hand, Dr 
Reddy's, Cipla, BPCL, Sun 
Pharma, and Apollo Hospital 
were among the 14 con-
stituent stocks that ended 
higher by up to 4.04%. 

Among the individual per-
formers, SpiceJet share price 
jumped nearly 9% after the 
company reported that it 
reached an amicable settle-
ment with Genesis, a com-
mercial airline leasing com-
pany. 

One Mobikwik Systems 
shares extended its listing 
gains, and had a bumper 
debut on both bourses, listing 
at Rs 442.25, at a 58.5% pre-
mium against the offer price 
of Rs 279. 

Dr Reddy's Laboratories 
shares gained over 4% after 
brokerage firm Nomura 
upgraded its rating to 'buy' 
from the previous 'neutral' 
call. 

Indusind Bank settled in 
red, and hit its 52-week low.  

Shares of Asian Paints 
settled 2% lower and hit the 
52-week low after two senior 
management executives 
announced their resigna-
tions. 

Nestle India shares also 
settled 1% lower, hitting a 
fresh 52-week low intraday. 

After weak Q1 and Q2 
earnings of Indian corporates, 
all eyes are on the December 
quarter (Q3) earnings. 

Sensex tumbles over 1 pc
Sensex crashed almost 1,200 points and Nifty nosedived back to 23,870

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The overall milk situation in 
the country is stable with 
the year-on-year Wholesale 
Price Index and (WPI) and 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
inflation rates for milk record-
ed at low levels of 2.09 and 
2.85, respectively, for the 
month of November 2024, 
Department of Animal Hus-
bandry & Dairying (DAHD) 
Secretary Alka Upadhyaya, 
said at a review meeting here, 
an official statement said on 
Thursday.  

"There is an adequate 
commodity stock of skimmed 
milk powder, whole milk 
powder, white butter, and 
ghee. At the same time, there 
has been an improvement 
in milk procurement and 
milk procurement prices over 
the year,” she pointed out. 

The Secretary also high-
lighted that India holds the 

top position globally in milk 
production, generating approx-
imately 239.3 million metric 
tons in the year 2023-24, 
according to an official state-
ment. She advised all Milk 
Federations to take up active 
participation in the Midday 
Meal and Integrated Child 
Development Services (ICDS) 
programs of the Ministry of 
Women & Child Development 
(MoWCD) and the Ministry 
of Human Resource Devel-
opment (MoHRD), as these 
represent the largest institu-
tional domestic market for 
the dairy sector. The meeting 
was attended by representa-
tives from the National Dairy 
Development Board (NDDB), 
and the National Cooperative 
Dairy Federation of India 
(NCDFI) along with officials 
of the DAHD and State Coop-
erative Dairy Federations and 
Milk Unions across the country. 
The milk situation in the coun-
try and the progress being 

made by the State Milk Fed-
erations were discussed in 
detail during the review, Upad-
hyaya emphasised that Dairy 
Federations should focus on 
enhancing milk procurement 
and increasing the price paid 
to the farmers, while also con-
sidering consumer 
interests.During the meeting, 
the initiatives undertaken by 
the State Milk Federations 
such as Amul (Gujarat), Nan-
dini (Karnataka), Saras 
(Rajasthan), and Megha (Jhark-
hand) were commended, and 
it was recommended that 
other Federations should 
undertake similar efforts. 
DAHD is also consistently 
collaborating with the MoWCD 
and the MoHRD to promote 
the inclusion of milk in the 
Midday Meal and ICDS pro-
grammes. It was observed 
that commensurate with the 
production, consumption of 
processed dairy has increased 
by 20 per cent. 

India’s milk market stable with low 
inflation rates in November: Govt
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Coal imports in India, during 
the April-October period of 
FY 2024-25, witnessed a 
notable decrease of 3.1%, 
reaching 149.39 million tonnes 
(MT), the Ministry of Coal 
said on Thursday. 

During the same period 
last year, coal production 
was recorded at 154.17 MT. 

Additionally, Non-Regu-
lated Sector (other than 
power) witnessed a more 

significant drop of 8.8%, 
during Apr-Oct’24 as com-
pared to the same period of 
last year. 

As per the data released 
by the ministry, there was a 
significant growth of 3.87% 
in coal-based power gener-
ation from April to October 
2024 compared to the same 
period last year. Further, 
the imports for blending 
purposes by thermal power 
plants decreased substantially 
by 19.5% during the same 
period. 

Increase in coal import 
for power sector is attributed 
to the import of coal by 
imported coal-based power 
plants (designed to utilise 
imported coal only) i.e. 30.04 
MT during this period, up 
from 21.71 MT, reaching a 
growth of 38.4% in the cor-
responding timeframe last 
year. 

In terms of production of 
coal, during the April-October 
2024 period, there was a 
commendable increase with 
the production reaching 
537.57 MT compared to 506.93 
MT in the same period of FY 
2023-24, marking a growth 
of 6.04 %. 

This upward trend reflects 
the government’s ongoing 
efforts to streamline coal 
usage and enhance domestic 
production, the Coal Ministry 
said.

Coal imports during Apr-Oct decrease by 3.1 pc
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The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Thursday termed 
increasing spending by states 
on subsidies as an "incipient 
stress" and called for ratio-
nalisation of such outgoes. 

The central bank in a 
report 'State Finances: A 
Study of Budgets of 2024-
25' said that the states need 
to contain and rationalise 
their subsidy outgoes so that 
such spending does not crowd 
out more productive expen-
diture. 

Subsidies provided by the 
states include farm loan 
waivers, free/subsidised serv-
ices (like electricity to agri-
culture and households, 
transport, gas cylinders) and 
cash transfers to farmers, 
youth and women. 

Subsidies, sometimes 
termed freebies in political 
discourse, are being resorted 
by political parties, specially 
ahead of polls. 

Several states have 
announced sops pertaining 
to farm loan waivers, free 
electricity to agriculture and 
households, free transport 
to a section of people, 
allowances to unemployed 
youth and monetary assis-
tance to women. 

"Such spending could 
crowd out the resources avail-
able to them and hamper 

their capacity to build critical 
social and economic infra-
structure. High debt-GDP 
ratio, outstanding guarantees 
and the increasing subsidy 
burden require states to per-
severe with fiscal consoli-
dation while laying greater 
emphasis on developmental 
and capital spending," the 
RBI report read. 

RBI argued that an urgent 

review of the outgoes on 
subsidies is warranted to 
free up resources for increased 
investment in health, edu-
cation, agriculture, research 
and development (R&D) and 
rural infrastructure, which 
will help create more jobs 
and reduce poverty on a sus-
tainable basis. 

Asserting that new pres-
sures are emerging from an 
increasing subsidy burden, 
RBI said these developments 
underline the need for deep-
ening fiscal consolidation 
by the states. 

On a macro level, RBI said 
state governments have made 
commendable progress 
towards fiscal consolidation 
by containing their aggregate 
gross fiscal deficit within 3 
per cent of GDP for three 
consecutive years (2021-22 
to 2023-24) and restricting 
revenue deficit to 0.2 per 
cent of GDP in 2022- 23 and 
2023-24. 

This, RBI said, has allowed 
the states to scale up their 

capital spending and improve 
the quality of expenditure. 

The adoption of fiscal 
responsibility legislations 
(FRLs) by state governments 
in the early 2000s improved 
their key fiscal parameters. 

Concomitantly, the overall 
debt of the states declined 
from 31.8 per cent of GDP at 
end-March 2004 to 28.5 per 
cent of GDP at end-March 
2024; however, it remains 
well above the level of 20 
per cent recommended by 
the Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management (FRBM) 
Review Committee (2017). 

The RBI report suggested 
data analytics, the adoption 
of machine learning and arti-
ficial intelligence can help 
states further refine their 
taxation systems and augment 
tax capacity. 

It added that states can 
also increase non-tax revenue 
by timely revisions of user 
charges, particularly for 
power, water and transport 
services.

RBI flags rising subsidies by states as incipient stress
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The Indian medical devices, 
a sunrise sector in the country 
with growth potential, is esti-
mated to grow to $30 billion 
by 2030, Union Minister of 
State for Health and Family 
Welfare Anupriya Patel said 
on Thursday.  

Addressing the plenary 
session at the 21st Health 
Summit of the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII), Patel 
noted that India is the fourth 
largest medical devices market 
in Asia after Japan, China, 
and South Korea. The country 
is also among the top 20 
global medical device markets 
in the world. 

“The medical device sector 
in India is recognised as a 
sunrise sector because of its 
immense growth potential 

driven by the country's 
increasing healthcare needs, 
technological innovations, 
government support, and 

emerging market opportu-
nities,” Patel said. 

“The size of the Indian 
medical devices sector is esti-
mated to be around $14 billion 
and it is expected to grow to 
$30 billion by 2030,” she 
noted. The MoS added that 
the MedTech industry acts 
as the catalyst linking patients, 
payors, providers, and reg-
ulators to create a stronger 
and more equitable healthcare 
system. It also “holds the 
promise of revolutionising 
healthcare delivery and out-
comes, both in India and 
globally”. 

She also informed about 
the launch of the Scheme 
for Promotion of Medical 
Devices Parks with a Rs 400 

crore outlay, providing Rs 
100 crore each to Uttar 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Himachal 
Pradesh for infrastructure 
development. 

Patel also highlighted the 
promise of AI innovation in 
healthcare to “create new 
methods for facilitating and 
tackling healthcare challenges 
and discovering new oppor-
tunities”. 

Meanwhile, Patel also stat-
ed the government’s efforts 
in strengthening the medical 
device ecosystem, boosting 
domestic manufacturing, 
promoting research, enhanc-
ing skill development, and 
increasing India's share in 
the global market.

Indian medical devices sector estimated to 
grow to $30 billion by 2030: Anupriya Patel
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Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) 
seems to be the order of the 
day, when it comes to road 
projects in the country. Facts 
and figures also back up this 
proposition. Over the past 
five fiscals, excluding 2024, 
about a quarter of the projects 
awarded by MoRTH (MoRTH 
awarding includes projects 
awarded by the National 
Highways Authority of India) 
were under HAM, underlining 
the model’s significance in 
the sector. Its success can be 
attributed to provisions such 

as requirement of at least 80 
per cent right-of-way (ROW) 
availability before the dec-
laration of appointed date, 
de-scoping and de-linking 
of project length where ROW 
has not been received, and 
inflation and interest-rate 
hedging given indexation of 
cash flows. These features 
have collectively contributed 
to healthy project execution. 

 
That’s not all. Road projects 

under the hybrid annuity 
model (HAM) are on a steady 
drive, with more than 90 per 
cent of the project length
under development being 

constructed on schedule or 
facing marginal delays. A 
large proportion of such 
delayed projects are eligible 
for extensions, too. This out-
come is despite increased 
bidding intensity impacting 
the profitability of project 
sponsors. Such timely exe-
cution and comfortable debt 
protection metrics will support 
the credit risk profiles of these 
projects. That’s what CRISIL 
Ratings feel. A CRISIL Ratings 
analysis of a rated pool of 
nearly 1,400 kilometre1 (km) 
of under-construction HAM 
projects, awarded by the 
Union Ministry of Road Trans-

port and Highways (MoRTH), 
indicates as much. 

Studies indicate that nearly 
66 per cent of under-con-
struction project length is 
expected to be on or before 
schedule. Another 26 per cent 
is either delayed marginally 
or awaiting approval for time-
line extension. These exten-

sions are to account for delays 
that are not attributable to 
concessionaires, such as non-
availability of ROW, or events 
such as heavy rains, ban on 
mining, etc. This leaves only 
8 per cent of project length 
under construction facing 
material execution-related 
challenges, said Anand Kulka-

rni, Director, CRISIL Ratings 
Ltd. 

These execution delays 
can mostly be attributed to 
lack of necessary approvals 
in a few specific projects and 
liquidity constraints faced 
by some sponsors, which 
hindered their ability to infuse 
equity in a timely manner. 

Interestingly however, the 
ministry’s framework to 
replace sponsors of projects 
facing challenges — in con-
sultation with lenders and 
willing concessionaires — 
has helped bring execution 
of some of the delayed projects 
back on track. Further, timely 

termination of some projects 
facing challenges and re-
awarding them has also sup-
ported project implementa-
tion. 

One also has to keep in 
mind that once completed, 
the HAM projects typically 
witness strong credit profiles 
due to inherent structural 
benefits such as timely receipt 
of steady cash flows from a 
central counterparty, as point-
ed out by Saina Kathawala, 
Associate Director, CRISIL 
Ratings Ltd. 

Quite significantly, while 
credit risk profiles have 
remained stable so far, with 

the increasing popularity of 
HAM and the relaxation in 
bidding norms (Changes such 
as relaxation in the financial 
eligibility criteria to a mini-
mum net worth of 15 per 
cent of estimated project cost 
from 25 per cent earlier and 
reduction in the order size 
were made to the bidding 
criteria), the number of bidders 
has more than doubled over 
the last four fiscals. The impact 
of competitively bid projects 
on profitability of sponsors 
and their ability to timely 
infuse funds or absorb cost 
escalations will be interesting 
to watch out for.

Road projects under HAM on a steady drive across India

India tops list of recipient countries for 
remittances with $129 bn inflow in 2024

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
India tops the list of recipient 
countries for remittances in 
2024 with an estimated inflow 
of $129 billion, followed by 
Mexico ($68 billion), China 
($48 billion), the Philippines 
($40 billion), and Pakistan 
($33 billion), according to 
the latest figures compiled 
by World Bank economists.  

The growth rate of remit-
tances this year is estimated 
to be 5.8 per cent, compared 
to 1.2 per cent registered in 
2023, according to a World 
Bank blog post 

“The recovery of the job 
markets in the high-income 
countries of the Organization 
for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD), 

following the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has 
been the key driver of remit-
tances. This is especially true 
for the United States where 
the employment of foreign-
born workers has recovered 
steadily and is 11 percent 
higher than the pre-pandemic 
level seen in February 2020,” 
the report said. 

Officially recorded remit-
tances to low-and middle-
income countries (LMICs) 
are expected to reach $685 
billion in 2024, it further stat-
ed. 

The blog post said remit-
tances have continued to 
outpace other types of external 
financial flows to low- and 
middle-income countries 
and will continue to increase 
because of enormous migra-

tion pressures driven by 
demographic trends, income 
gaps, and climate change. 

It is notable that remit-
tances have continued to 
outpace other types of external 
financial flows to low- and 
middle-income countries. 
Remittances have even sur-
passed FDI significantly. The 
gap between remittances 
and FDI is expected to widen 
further in 2024, the report 
pointed out. 

During the past decade, 
remittances increased by 57 
percent, while FDI declined 
by 41 percent. Remittances 
will likely continue to increase 
because of enormous migra-
tion pressures driven by 
demographic trends, income 
gaps, and climate change, 
the World Bank report 
explained. “Countries need 
to take note of the size and 
resilience of remittances and 
find ways to leverage these 
flows for poverty reduction, 
financing health and edu-
cation, financial inclusion 
of households, and improving 
access to capital markets for 
state and non-state enter-
prises,” the blog said. 

Remittance flows to South 
Asia are expected to register 
the highest increase in 2024, 
at 11.8 per cent, driven by 
continued strong flows to 
India, Pakistan, and 
Bangladesh, the blog post 
by economists Dilip Ratha, 
Sonia Plazaeung and financial 
analyst Ju Kim said.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
LUCKNOW, 19 DECEMBER 

 

U
ttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi 
Adityanath 
described Bharat 

Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
on Thursday as an icon of 
good governance and lauded 
his role in transforming polit-
ical instability into stability 
and fulfilling the goals of 
effective governance. 

He commended Atalji's 
visionary initiatives like the 
Antyodaya scheme, which 
aimed to empower the poor, 
deprived, and marginalised 
sections of society besides 
ensuring the rights of Sched-
uled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, 
and backward classes. 

He also highlighted trans-
formative projects like the 
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak 
Yojana and the Golden Quadri-
lateral, which ushered in a 
new era of world-class infra-
structure and highways in 
India.  

CM Yogi made the remarks 
while inaugurating the Good 
Governance Week at the 
Sangeet Natak Academy and 
unveiling an exhibition cel-
ebrating the life and contri-
butions of late Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

The week-long event 
marking the 100th birth 
anniversary of the former 
Prime Minister will be cele-
brated till 25 December. 

In his address, CM Yogi 

stated that this year marks 
the birth centenary of Atal 
Bihari Vajpayeeji, the former 
Prime Minister and a great 
son of Mother India. With the 
inspiration of PM Narendra 
Modi, Good Governance Week 
is being started in the entire 
country and the state, he 
added. 

CM Yogi noted that Atalji's 
ancestral roots are in Uttar 

Pradesh, which he chose as 
his Karmabhoomi, repre-
senting the state in Parliament 
multiple times from Balram-
pur and Lucknow. 

"He also provided exem-
plary leadership to the nation 
as both Foreign Minister and 
Prime Minister. Known as 
the "Ajatashatru" of Indian 
politics, Atalji was also a poet, 
journalist, litterateur, and 

politician, whose six decades 
of public life remained 
untainted," he remarked. CM 
Yogi further informed that 
as part of the Good Gover-
nance Week, several pro-
grammes began in every dis-
trict on Thursday, which will 
continue until 25 December. 
These programmes include 
essay writing competitions 
on good governance for school 

children, speeches at the 
higher education level, paint-
ing competitions, and sem-
inars in rural areas. 

Events will also be organ-
ised throughout the year to 
celebrate Atalji's legacy. The 
winners of these activities 
will be honoured on 25 
December. Special poetry 
sessions based on Atalji’s 
poems will be organised in 
every district, school, and 
college on 25 December  
evening to provide a platform 
for budding poets to showcase 
their talent. 

The Chief Minister empha-
sised that Atalji's services 
and contributions serve as 
a great inspiration for the 
people of the country. On 
the occasion of the launch 
of Good Governance Week, 
various programmes related 
to this theme will be held in 
schools, colleges, and insti-
tutions across the state. 

Yogi highlighted that "the 
ideals of the revered Atalji 
will continue to guide people." 
The good governance that 
Atalji envisioned is being 
effectively implemented 
under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, he 
added, reiterating the state 
government's commitment 
to achieving it. Higher Edu-
cation Minister Yogendra 
Upadhyay, Culture and 
Tourism Minister Jaiveer 
Singh, and other dignitaries 
were present on the occa-
sion.

Yogi hails Vajpayee as an 
icon of good governance
UP CM Yogi made the remarks while inaugurating the Good Governance Week at the Sangeet Natak Academy

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
IMPHAL, 19 DECEMBER  

 
In a series of coordinated 
operations, security forces 
dismantled camps and appre-
hended members of the 
banned militant groups in 
Manipur’s Imphal East and 
surrounding districts, police 
reported on Thursday. 

A significant breakthrough 
came on Wednesday when 
a hideout of the proscribed 
Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup 
(KYKL) was uncovered at 
Makou Pourabi during a 
search operation.  

Recovered items included 
an air gun, a mobile handset, 
and a bulletproof helmet. In 
a parallel operation in the 
same area, security forces 
destroyed a training camp 
belonging to the banned Peo-

ple’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kangleipak (PREPAK). The 
raid yielded an INSAS LMG 
magazine, a bayonet, five 
wooden dummy guns, two 
walkie-talkie sets, and car-
tridges. 

Further escalating their 
efforts, police apprehended 
nine members of the outlawed 
Kangleipak Communist Party 
(People’s War Group) (KCP-
PWG) in the past two days 
for their involvement in extor-
tion activities. 

On Wednesday, two mem-
bers were arrested at 
Mantripukhri Bazar in Imphal 
East, with demand letters 
and cash receipt notes linked 
to the group recovered from 
their possession. 

A day earlier, another 
cadre involved in extortion 
activities was apprehended 
at Tangkhul Avenue in Imphal 
West district. 

The seizures and arrests 
have been hailed as significant 
blows to the operational 
capabilities of these banned 
outfits.

Security forces intensify crackdown 
on militancy in Manipur

Mazagon Dock begins construction of 
advanced patrol vessels for Indian Coast Guard
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
The Plate Cutting Ceremony 
for the first of 14 Fast Patrol 
Vessels (FPVs) and the first 
of six Next-Generation Off-
shore Patrol Vessels 
(NGOPVs), being built by 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 
Ltd. (MDL) for the Indian 
Coast Guard (ICG), was held 
in Mumbai, today. 

Notably, MDL secured a 
Rs 2,684 crore contract under 
the ‘Buy (Indian-IDDM)’ ini-
tiative to construct these cut-
ting-edge vessels. 

Equipped with advanced 
technologies such as surveil-
lance drones, artificial intel-
ligence for decision-making, 
an Integrated Bridge System 
for enhanced maneuverability, 
and an Integrated Machinery 
Control System for operational 
efficiency, these vessels rep-
resent a leap forward in mar-

itime capability. Designed, 
developed, and constructed 
indigenously, they are a tes-
tament to the Government’s 
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ vision, 
boosting India's defence pro-
duction capacity. 

Upon commissioning, 
these vessels will significantly 
strengthen the ICG's ability 
to ensure coastal security, 
safeguard India's maritime 
borders, perform search and 
rescue missions, address 
emergent security threats, 
and enforce maritime law 
across the nation’s extensive 
maritime domain.

Notably, MDL secured 
a Rs 2,684 crore con-
tract under the ÂBuy 
(Indian-IDDM)Ê initiative 
to construct these 
cutting-edge vessels.

Online trading scam accused 
granted bail in CBI case
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
GUWAHATI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
In a significant development 
in the multi-crore trading 
scam investigation, the 
Gauhati High Court has 
granted bail to the accused 
in the case due to the Central 
Bureau of Investigation's 
(CBI) failure to file a charge 
sheet within the stipulated 
time. Despite this legal relief, 

the accused, Sumi Bora, 
remains incarcerated at 
Guwahati Central Jail as she 
faces charges in two addi-
tional cases registered by 
Assam Police in Duliajan 
and Borboruah police sta-
tions. Sumi Bora and her 
husband, Tarkik Bora, were 
apprehended on 12 Septem-
ber after surrendering to 
authorities following over a 
week on the run.
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PURBASHA KARMAKAR 

A
bstract art of high merit has 
an extraordinary capability and 
inherent tendency to catch 
hold of the original thought 

process of a human being at the very 
innermost and root levels, said abstract 
artist Silajit Ghosh while speaking about 
his newly-launched book The Quest 
Within: Art of Silajit. 

The beginnings of abstract art are 
hard to pinpoint. Yet, if a date for the 
beginning of abstract art had to be 
given, research suggests a general con-
sensus around 1910. Abstract expres-
sionism came into focus after surrealism’s 
rejection of traditional artistic conventions 
and focus on the artist’s inner world of 
dreams and fantasies as a source of 
inspiration. 

“The basic purpose of all genres of 
art is to express feelings, emotions, 
vibes, opinions and contradictions that 
surface up to the upper levels of the 
human mind from the deepest of its 
crevices, or subconscious or even uncon-
scious levels, in a way that is capable of 
impressing itself upon one’s own 
and fellow minds in an aesthetic 
and extraordinary manner,” pro-
pounded the artist during an inter-
view with The Statesman. 

“Hence, the techniques and 
applied methods in creating good 
abstract art very often border on 
logics and processes that are far 
from the ordinary and defy acceptable 
definitions by extending and sometimes 
jumping over them. This in turn neces-
sitates vigorous cultivation and exercising 
of in-depth knowledge and spiritual 
and/or intuitive wisdom by the artist,” 
he added further. 

The artist returned after a 21-year 
hiatus with his first solo exhibition in 
two decades, along with the launch of 
his book, The Quest Within: Art of Silajit, 
on 14 November. The exhibition, directed 
by Reena Dewan, was divided into 
seven distinct series, exploring multiple 
dimensions of the human experience. 
The ‘Primitive’ series captured the 
essence of simplicity and raw expression. 
In contrast, ‘Frenetic Dance’ explored 
the chaotic beauty of life, with vibrant 
colours and energetic movements that 
seemed to dance across the canvas. 
His introspective side is revealed in the 
‘Memoir’ series, which used calendars 
as a medium to reflect the mutable 
nature of memory. In ‘Alchemy’, he 
challenged traditional power dynamics 
by using gold and black to create trans-
formative imagery. The ‘Wounds’ series, 
perhaps his most intimate, laid bare 
his scars, transforming them into a nar-
rative of healing and resilience. 

The Quest Within: Art of Silajit unfolds 
as a narrative of self-discovery, trans-
forming years of silent reflection into 
profound artistic expression. Nanak 
Ganguly, the curator of the book reviews, 
Silajit’s technique is esoteric. The shapes 

and the substances, be it on canvas or 
on paper, assume a mental quality, 
representing a force of mind. This force 
could be predicted because of the fine 
and swift strokes he makes that come 
from layers upon layers of variously 
coloured acrylic on canvas and small- 
to medium-format pen and ink drawings 
on paper. Nanak Ganguly in the book 
minutely observes his art and records 
the artist’s underneath psyche. He said, 
“The wondrous shifts between intellectual 
processes and explicit physical activities 
reunite the cerebral spirit of the mind 
with the object dissolving into his 
painted space to nearly effaced-out 
markers trying to hold onto a grain, 
which he builds up in decisive stages of 
scraping, rollering and distanced mark-
ings. This is done quickly and often 
without conscious thought. The spon-
taneous effort is then judged by the 
artist, who frequently finds it unsatis-
factory. Something is off: his balance 
was wrong, his attention flagged, 
the mark in some way 
fell short. 

If 
this 
is the 
case, 
Silajit 
immedi-
ately 
squeegees 
off, and the 
action repeats 
for as many 
times as it takes 
until he gets it 
right.” 

According to 
Nanak, an ideal artist 
is not one who simply 
does not rehash the 
history of painting in 
their work. Instead, the 
art should unfold as if the 
space is traversed by a uni-
fied, singular gesture. History 
becomes a series of pauses 
and transitions, extracted or 
reshaped into an open narrative, 
which eventually collapses, 
bringing an incidental occurrence 

where humankind itself becomes an 
accident. This accident creates a space 
between two planes, where the contour 
no longer serves as the shared boundary 
between form and ground.  

Silajit vividly describes his insights 
into his artistic process in the chapter, 
Introspections, of the book 
where he draws the 
age-old faculty of 
‘Swara Yoga’ 
and the most 
modern 
concept of 
‘quan-
tum 
entan-
gle-
ment’ 
and 
‘double-
slit exper-
iment’, 

proving at the sub-atomic levels, the 
state of matter and its behaviour depend 
solely on the act of observation by a 
conscious observer.  

The artist said, “The sole objective 
of my art remains to keep on trying to 
maintain a state of deepest mental 

stance and merely observe myself as 
a medium of creation only and 

not as the creator himself. At 
the initial glance, my art 

should ideally inculcate 
a profound ‘sense of 

balance’ along with a 
wide and immediately 
impacting sense of 
peace, calmness and 
serenity. This is 
accomplished by 
complete surrender 
of all of my egotistical 

traits and letting go 
of all possible concerns 

pervading the outer real-
ity. The whole process is 

carried out by means of 
contemplating the idea of 

absolute void, or the zero state, 
allowing art to happen automat-

ically and grow organically, on 
its own. This very idea makes 

all my works seem to be a 
product of pure accident, 

always hovering over the 
razor-sharp edge between 

conscious personal 
effort and that of spon-

taneity and automa-
tion.” 

The book has 
been designed 

by Pinaki De 
and men-

tored by 
Tapas 

Sarkar.

Reiki: The art of self-applied touch
SOMNATH PAL 

R
eiki, a holistic practice, fosters 
a stress-free lifestyle, balanced 
energy and overall well-being 
through the art of self-applied 

touch. An alternative treatment method, 
Reiki has garnered attention for its 
holistic approach to improving various 
aspects of life. People have been practicing 
this gentle yet powerful energy healing 
method for centuries.  

Reiki is a Japanese healing process 
that promotes spiritual healing treatment. 
Mikao Usui introduced it as a holistic 
approach to balancing the body and 
mind. Reiki comes from the Japanese 
words "Rei" (meaning universal) and 
"Ki" (meaning life force or energy). It 
serves as a self-care ritual, focusing on 
the alignment of the body's energy 
centres, known as chakras. These 
spinning wheels of energy, when balanced, 
are believed to play a vital role in main-
taining the proper functioning of the 
mind, organs and overall health. 

 
THERE ARE SEVEN MAIN CHAKRAS: 

 
1. Root chakra (base of the spine, 

tailbone area)  
2. Sacral chakra (lower abdomen, 

below the navel)  
3. Solar Plexus chakra (upper abdomen, 

stomach area)  
4. Heart chakra (centre of the chest)  
5. Throat chakra (located in throat)  
6. Third eye chakra (forehead, between 

the eyebrows)  
7. Crown chakra (top of the head) 
 
Each of the seven chakras has unique 

benefits and influences specific aspects 
of physical and mental well-being. 

Experts claim that this energy-based 
therapy can positively impact health, 
career, relationships and even financial 
well-being. The practice of Reiki, which 
originated in Japan, focuses on the 

transfer of universal life energy through 
the hands of a practitioner to a recipient 
and is often referred to as "touch therapy" 
because of this physical interaction. 

However, Reiki’s benefits extend 
beyond direct contact. Practitioners 
also perform “distance therapy”, where 
the healing energy is transmitted without 
the need for physical touch, making 
Reiki a versatile treatment method. 
Experts suggest that Reiki is effective 
not only for humans but may also 
benefit animals and even trees, reflecting 
its deep, nature-inspired roots. 

Experts highlight Reiki’s potential 
in addressing both mental and physical 
well-being. In a groundbreaking reve-
lation, wellness experts have affirmed 
the transformative benefits of Reiki, an 
ancient energy healing practice, in alle-
viating a range of both psychological 
and physical issues. Specialists assert 
that individuals struggling with daily 
stressors—ranging from family and 
relationship conflicts to workplace ten-

sion—can experience significant improve-
ments through this holistic approach. 

Practitioners emphasise that Reiki 
works by channelling energy to promote 
the body’s natural healing processes, 
thereby restoring balance to mind and 
body. As interest in holistic and alternative 
therapies continues to grow, Reiki’s 
role in comprehensive wellness is becom-
ing more widely recognised. 

Renowned Reiki practitioner Mitali 
Bhattacharya elaborated on the practice’s 
profound impact, stating, “Reiki is an 
invaluable tool that can help manage 
and relieve everyday mental challenges 
such as stress, anxiety and depression.”  

Beyond mental health, Reiki is cel-
ebrated for its physical healing effects. 
Mitali Bhattacharya explained, “Regular 
Reiki sessions have shown improvements 
in conditions such as diabetes, high 
blood pressure, acidity, nausea, kidney 
issues and joint pain. Many of my clients 
report a significant sense of well-being 
and relief from ailments like migraines, 

breathing problems, thyroid imbalances 
and insomnia.” 

She further emphasised the impor-
tance of balancing the body's seven 
chakras, explaining, "I firmly believe 
that mental well-being leads to physical 
fitness. The seven chakras of our body 
play a crucial role in our overall health, 
and when these chakras are energised, 
it creates harmony in both mind and 
body. This balance can only be achieved 
through dedicated Reiki practice." 

Mitali Bhattacharya concluded by 
highlighting the need for proper training: 
"It is essential to complete a structured 
Reiki course, which typically takes three 
to six months, to fully benefit from this 
transformative healing method." 

As interest in holistic therapies grows, 
Reiki’s contributions to comprehensive 
wellness continue to be recognised, 
solidifying its role as a key player in 
alternative healing practices. 

 
The writer is a freelance contributor  

Candy Cane Lane 2.0: The 
December delight

C
andy Cane Lane 2.0, the Win-
ter Carnival of Mahadevi 
Birla Shishu Vihar, is just 
around the corner, and this 

year's celebration promises to be 
even more exciting than the last, with 
a plethora of activities and attractions 
in store for everyone.  

An array of exciting games, exhi-
bition stalls, live performances of 
parents with their wards, DJ corners, 
fashion shows, tarot card readers, 
pottery making, mouth-watering 
savouries, confectionery and many 
more would keep everyone in festive 
spirits throughout the day.  

This day-long winter carnival, 
scheduled for 21 December, Saturday, 
aims to bring students, teachers, 
parents and alumni together on one 
common platform to raise funds for 
the local NGO partners. Last year 
several NGOs like Iswar Sankalpa, 
Calcutta Blind School, Speech and 
Hearing Institute and Research Centre, 
Pathchola and Kids' Centre fully par-
ticipated in the carnival by putting 
up stalls and selling their products. 
The enthused crowd enjoyed playing 
games and tickling their taste buds 
with delectable food items.  

In addition to this, the proceeds 
from the carnival have been utilised 

in purchasing different kinds of utility 
articles and stationery for various 
NGOs like Sohomormi, Sanchar, 
Shishur Sevay and Anando Mandir, 
which not only work for the welfare 
of the destitute but also for people 
with different abilities. Mrs Jayati 
Sengupta, a senior teacher of the 
school, stated, "We believe that such 
experiences will inspire our students 
towards more philanthropic endeav-
ours in the years to come." 

The school at the moment is 
buzzing with excitement as students 
and teachers are gearing up for the 
big day. While some are making reels 
to promote their products, others are 
working out the decoration and 
pricing. Expressing her gratitude to 
the alumni and the parents for making 
the previous year's carnival a resound-
ing success, Mrs Sonali Sarkar, the 
principal of Mahadevi Birla Shishu 
Vihar, remarked, "This year we are 
expecting more than 3,000 people at 
our school campus. Our students will 
once again take everyone by surprise 
with their aesthetic and entrepreneurial 
skills. I am certain that their enthusiasm 
and ingenuity will touch one and all. 
Do save the date and show your 
support for Candy Cane Lane 2.0: 
Our Carnival for a Cause."

The abstract art of balancing

SEEMA SENGUPTA 

I
ndian foreign secretary Vikram 
Misri's Dhaka visit came at a critical 
moment in the history of India-
Bangladesh relationship. The 

imprisonment of a Hindu monk and 
reported persecution of minorities, 
triggering a downward spiral in an 
otherwise healthy association between 
the two neighbours, has set alarm 
bells ringing in India. Though tension 
has been intensifying, Md Touhid Hos-
sain, adviser for foreign affairs to 
Bangladesh's interim government, 
remains upbeat about overcoming 
the impasse in the relationship. "Estab-
lishing mutual communication and 
meeting each other is very important 
to overcome any such stalemate,” 
Hossain had asserted during a SAARC 
seminar in Dhaka.  

When Hasina, Bangladesh's longest-
serving premier and daughter of the 
country's founding father, Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, was airlifted out of 
Dhaka for a safe asylum in India on 5 
August, the world was left awestruck. 
While Bangladesh is used to witnessing 
political upheaval since its foundation 
days, who could have ever imagined 
that the same lady, known to be a 
champion of democracy, egalitarianism 
and justice, and who breathed life into 
the country's once fragile economy, 
would suddenly become the youths' 
greatest adversary? "This turmoil is 
unlikely to be for the last time,” Colonel 
Pradeep Saxena, a decorated Indian 
veteran of the 1971 war who was phys-
ically present in Dhaka during the 16 
December surrender ceremony, had 
declared prophetically while discussing 
Bangladesh's likely plunge into religious 
extremism. "That it has happened 
after a decade and a half of peace and 
political stability during which 
Bangladesh became an emerging pro-
ducer of garments is worrisome," 
lamented the retired Army Colonel. 

Sheikh Hasina's flight to India 
caused a serious trust deficit between 
the two friendly neighbors. After protests 
broke out over the quota system for 
government jobs, Hasina decided to 
crush dissent with iron fists. Overnight, 
she lost her standing and popularity 
in the public eye. People started reviling 

her for using the same strong-arm 
tactics on protesting students that she 
applied to crack down on extremist 
elements. Many Bangladeshis see the 
youths' protests that overturned a 
government as a revolution. Ambassador 
Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury, former 
caretaker government foreign affairs 
advisor, fears that the dust will take 
some time to settle. But there is a 
positive aspect to this enormous public 
upheaval. It gives the nation an oppor-
tunity for introspection. In a freewheeling 
conversation on Bangladesh's future, 
Ambassador Chowdhury expressed 
his optimism about his country making 
essential structural and systemic 
changes to nourish its democracy. 

There are several factors that remain 
key to the future trajectory of India-
Bangladesh bilateral relations. Head 
of Dhaka’s interim government, Pro-
fessor Yunus has gone on record as 
saying he sees many opportunities to 
heal rifts with India. But what will be 
the interim government's policy toward 
India amid public outrage over Hasina's 
asylum and the gradual proliferation 
of anti-minority sentiment? In his 16 
August telephonic conversation with 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Professor Yunus had assured safety 
and security for all minority groups in 
Bangladesh.  

Notwithstanding a tumultuous past, 
post-independence Bangladesh was 
built on values of inclusion and tolerance. 
Though Hasina's domestic political 
stature is decimated, as she momentarily 
floundered in upholding democratic 
values, one must not forget that a 
flourishing democracy is a bouquet 
of ideologies where Hasina's Awami 
League too has a constructive role to 
play in strengthening the opposition 
space. A vibrant political system will 
help prevent repeated military inter-
vention and enable the Bangladesh 
Army to function from the shadows 
till the situation normalises completely. 
Meanwhile, India needs to remain 
alert, especially in the context of the 
realignment of her security forces in 
the Northeastern theatre's counter-
insurgency grid, bordering Bangladesh. 

 
The writer is a Kolkata-based journalist and 
columnist
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Hockey rankings: Indian men end 
year at fifth spot, women in top 10 
Indian men's hockey team soar high in FIH world rankings after winning second consecu tive Olympic medal at Paris 2024

ISL: Table-toppers Mohun Bagan face high flying FC Goa
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
FATORDA, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Defending champions Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant will aim 
to bolster their lead at the 
top of the Indian Super League 
(ISL) points table when they 
take on FC Goa at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium in 
Fatorda on Friday.  

Both teams will hope to 
build on their current form 
and maintain the winning 
momentum. FC Goa will aim 
to improve their record against 
the Mariners, having lost five 
of their eight meetings (W2 
D1) in the ISL, including a 
narrow 0-1 defeat in their 
most recent encounter on 
14 February, 2024. 

Mohun Bagan Super 
Giant’s unbeaten run has 
seen them win seven and 
draw one of their last eight 
ISL games, and a win in this 
fixture would equal their 
record for the longest winning 
streak (5) in the competition’s 
history, achieved twice before
(2021 and 2023). For FC Goa, 
who have scored in each of 
their last 11 home games, 
this match presents an oppor-
tunity to set a new record 
for their longest home goal-
scoring streak. 

The Mariners top the 
league standings with 26 
points from 11 matches, win-
ning eight and drawing twice, 
whereas the Gaurs are placed 
fourth with 19 points from 
the same number of games. 

Both these teams have been 
in equally efficient forms 
upfront, with the Kolkata-
based team netting 22 times 
in the competition thus far, 
as compared to the 21 of the 
Manolo Marquez-coached 
side. 

However, the visitors have 
been comparatively better 
organised at the back, con-
ceding 10 goals as opposed 
to the 15 of FC Goa. Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant have kept 

the most clean sheets (6) in 
the league, and the Gaurs 
rank fourth in this regard (3). 

FC Goa on the other hand 
have a dynamic frontline 
with versatility in attack. The 
Gaurs have seen nine different 
goal-scorers this season, a 
tally only bettered by Mohun 
Bagan Super Giant’s 10. This 
collective effort will be impor-
tant as they face one of the 
strongest defences in the 
league. 

The clash will also be a 
challenge for FC Goa head 
coach Manolo Marquez, who 
has an uninspiring record 
against Mohun Bagan Super 
Giant, winning just three of 
his 12 meetings with the 
Mariners (D5 L4). His win 
rate of 25% against them is 
his second-lowest against 
teams he has faced multiple 
times (18.2% vs Mumbai City 
FC). 

Marquez admitted that 

the Mariners have a nice mix 
of international and domestic 
stars that make them a strong 
opponent. “I feel that we are 
playing one of the strongest 
teams in the competition. 
Mohun Bagan have most of 
the top national team players, 
and they’ve spent a lot on 
getting good foreigners too,” 
Marquez said. 

Should Mohun Bagan 
Super Giant score two goals 
in this game, they will equal 
their highest goal tally after 
12 games in an ISL season 
(24 goals in 2021-22).  

Jamie Maclaren tops the 
charts for them with four 
strikes, whereas the trio of 
Jason Cummings, Subhasish 
Bose, and Manvir Singh follow 
with three goals each to their 
name. 

Mohun Bagan Super Giant 
are tenacious tacklers and 
have been vigilant in breaking 
the opposition’s offenses, as 
they are the team with the 
second-most successful tack-
les (136) in ISL 2024-25, only 
behind the 158 of Kerala 
Blasters FC.  

Lalengmawia Ralte leads 
the charge in this front for 
the Mariners, with 26 suc-
cessful tackles – followed by 
Bose (21), Asish Rai (17), and 
Liston Colaco (13). 

Mohun Bagan Super Giant 
head coach Jose Molina 
expressed that his team never 
gives up the fight irrespective 
of if the game is going against 
them.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
One of the rising stars of 
Indian hockey, Kanika Siwach 
is excited to ply her trade in 
the inaugural Women’s Hock-
ey India League (HIL) with 
Odisha Warriors. 
After a stellar performance 
in the recently concluded 
Women’s Junior Asia Cup 
2024, where she netted eight 
goals in as many games to 
finish as the second top scorer 
for champions India and the 
fourth overall, Kanika is eager 
to transition from the junior 
ranks to the senior stage in 
this prestigious league. 

Reflecting on her journey 
from the Junior Asia Cup to 
the HIL, Kanika expressed 
her excitement, saying, "I’m 
thrilled about this transition. 
Playing alongside such tal-
ented players and learning 
from experienced seniors 
and coaches is something 
I’ve been looking forward to. 
This is a new journey for me, 
and I’m eager to grow through 

it." 
Having scored eight goals 

in the Junior Asia Cup, the 
19-year-old forward believes 
her recent success has bol-
stered her confidence for the 
HIL.  

"The Junior Asia Cup was 

a huge confidence booster. 
The experience I gained there 
will be invaluable as I prepare 
for this next challenge in the 
Hockey India League," she 
remarked. 

Joining the Odisha War-
riors, Kanika is excited to 

contribute to the team’s suc-
cess.  

"I feel fortunate to be part 
of a team like Odisha Warriors, 
which has some incredible 
players and coaches. I’m 
ready to give my best and 
take full advantage of this 

opportunity to showcase 
what we, as women players, 
are capable of," she added. 

Known for her goal-scoring 
prowess, Kanika emphasised 
the importance of teamwork 
in maintaining her form. 
"Scoring in hockey is always 

a team effort. Trusting my 
teammates and working 
together will be key to con-
tinuing my scoring streak in 
the HIL," she explained. 

Adapting to the fast-paced 
and dynamic format of the 
HIL is a challenge Kanika 
welcomes with open arms. 
She credits the guidance of 
senior players and coaches 
in helping her prepare.  

"I plan to lean on the 
advice of experienced players 
and our coaches, who are 
helping us adjust to the 
league’s dynamic nature. 
Their support will be crucial 
in my role as a striker," she 
noted. 

Kanika is particularly excit-
ed about the significance of 
the first-ever Women’s HIL 
for the sport in India.  

"This league is a game-
changer for Indian women’s 
hockey. It’s a fantastic platform 
for junior players like me to 
learn and grow. I’m really 
excited to be a part of such a 
historic moment," the star 
striker said.

AGENCIES 
SOUTHAMPTON, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Goals from Darwin Nunez 
and Harvey Elliott earned 
Liverpool a place in the 
Carabao Cup semifinals with 
a 2-1 win at Southampton.  

Arne Slot’s men opened 
up an advantage of two by 
the half-time interval, with 
a close-range Nunez finish 
followed by Elliott wrapping 
up a slick move via a slight 
deflection. 

The Reds’ lead was 
reduced just shy of the hour 
mark at St Mary’s as Cameron 
Archer dispatched a curler, 
but they saw out the contest 
to secure their spot in the 
semi-finals of the competition.  

Elsewhere, a Gabriel Jesus 
hat-trick helped Arsenal to 
a 3-2 win over Crystal Palace 
in the Carabao Cup quar-
terfinals on Thursday. 

Palace looked capable of 
pulling off a shock when 
they took the lead with their 

first shot of the match - Jean-
Philippe Mateta getting the 
better of Jakub Kiwior to 
score the opener. 

But Arsenal's second-half 
substitutes Martin Odegaard 
and Bukayo Saka made an 
instant impact. Both players 
provided goalscoring oppor-
tunities for Jesus and the 
Brazilian forward made no 
mistake in front of goal. 

The Brazilian completed 
his hat-trick when he again 
was found by Odegaard and 
drilled his shot past Hen-
derson to win the game. 

Eddie Nketiah planted a 
seed of doubt with an 85th 
minute header for Palace on 
his first visit back to Emirates 
Stadium, but Arsenal held 
firm to reach the last four. 

Meanwhile, Sandro 
Tonali's double helped see 
Newcastle United through 
to Carabao Cup last four 
with a comfortable 3-1 victory 
over Brentford at St James' 
Park.

Liverpool, Arsenal, Newcastle 
enter Carabao Cup semis 

AGENCIES 
LAUSANNE, 19 DECEMBER 

 

T
he Indian men's 
hockey team will end 
the riveting year in 
fifth place in the FIH 

world rankings, while the 
women's team is placed ninth 
in the latest update released 
by the International Hockey 
Federation (FIH) on Thursday. 
The Indian men's hockey 
team made history at the 
2024 Paris Olympics by win-
ning back-to-back medals at 
the Games for the first time 
since the 1972 Olympics in 
Munich.  

Olympic champions the 
Netherlands (3267 points) 
stand at the top of the rankings. 
The Netherlands started the 
year in the top spot following 
a great run in the FIH Hockey 
Men’s World Cup, and gold 
medals at the FIH Hockey 
Pro League and the Euro-
Hockey Championship in 
2023. 

A fast start to the 2024-25 
season of the FIH Hockey 
Pro League has propelled 
England (3139) into second 
place in the world with Bel-
gium (3124) following closely 
behind in third, having made 
a good start to the new Pro 
League season themselves. 

Reigning World Champion 
Germany (3066) had climbed 
up to second place following 
their silver medal at Paris 
2024, but a rough start to the 

Pro League saw them drop-
ping two places, down to 
fourth in the world. 

Eight-time Olympic gold 
medallist India (2955) and 
the 2004 winners Australia 
(2814) are placed fifth and 
sixth in the world, with both 

teams set to start their Pro 
League seasons at home in 
February 2025 -- the Kook-
aburras playing in Sydney 
from February 4, while the 
Men in Blue will start their 
campaign on February 15 in 
Bhubaneswar. 

Argentina (2722), Spain 
(2570), France (2116) and 
Ireland (2112) round out the 
top-10 to end 2024, with 
South Africa (2082), New 
Zealand (2058), Malaysia 
(1970), Korea (1945) and Pak-
istan (1942) giving chase as 

teams ranked from 11 to 15. 
In the women’s world 

rankings, the Netherlands 
(3689) had another perfect 
year winning the gold medal 
at the Paris 2024 Olympics, 
along with the EuroHockey 
Championships gold and 

another FIH Hockey Pro 
League title. 

Argentina (3203) continue 
to remain in a distant second 
place, following their bronze 
medal performance at Paris 
2024. They did manage to 
close the gap between them-
selves and the Netherlands 
earlier this month, after getting 
their first win in nearly three 
years, over the Dutch side in 
the FIH Hockey Pro League 
2024-25. Belgium (2918), Ger-
many (2846), and Australia 
(2820) started the year as the 
third, fourth, and fifth-ranked 
teams in the world, respec-
tively, and continue to hold 
the same positions as they 
head into 2025. 

However, following them 
closely behind and rapidly 
closing the gap are Alyson 
Annan’s China (2685), who 
have gone from strength to 
strength in 2024, with a historic 
silver medal performance at 
the Olympics. England (2471) 
are stepping into a new era 
following a slew of retirements 
in the aftermath of Paris 2024, 
and while they hold on to 
the seventh spot in the world 
rankings, three losses in four 
matches to start the new sea-
son of the Pro League mean, 
the chasing pack have now 
closed in on the English. 

Spain (on eighth, 2422), 
India (ninth, 2350) and New 
Zealand (10th, 2124) round 
out the top-10 positions  
heading into 2025.

Patna Pirates coach Redhu 
reveals key PKL strategy 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
PUNE, 19 DECEMBER 

 
In a crucial Pro Kabaddi 
League (PKL) Season 11 
encounter, Patna Pirates had 
secured their playoff berth 
with a 41-37 victory over Tel-
ugu Titans at the Balewadi 
Sports Complex last Tues-
day. 

The win was marked by 
exceptional defensive per-
formances from skipper Ankit 
Jaglan and Deepak, who both 
achieved High 5s, while raider 
Devank continued his impres-
sive form with another Super 
10. 

Patna Pirates' coach 
Narender Redhu revealed 
how the team's early-season 
struggles shaped their journey 
to the playoffs. 

"Throughout the league 
stage, we lost several matches 
by narrow margins - just one 
or two points - due to small 
mistakes," Redhu reflected. 
"But making it to the playoffs 
is a moment of great joy for 
the entire team," Redhu was 
quoted in a release from PKL 
as saying. 

The Pirates' defensive unit 
has been a cornerstone of 
their success.  

Ankit Jaglan and Deepak 
have four High 5s each, while 
Shubham Shinde has three. 
This defensive stability, com-

bined with strategic raiding, 
has been key to the playoff 
qualification achieved by the 
Patna Pirates. 

The coach highlighted 
this strategic approach against 
the Telugu Titans, particularly 
in containing their star raider 
Pawan.  

"Our primary focus was 
to stop Pawan early in the 
game. We knew if we could 
control him, the match would 
remain competitive," Redhu 
explained. The strategy paid 
off as the Pirates' defence 
executed crucial Super Tackles 
at key moments,” the Patna 
Pirates coach said. 

A standout moment in 
the match came through the 

combined efforts of Ankit 
and Deepak, whose Super 
Tackles proved to be the 
turning point.  

Redhu was particularly 
effusive in his praise for the 
defensive trio, stating he was
"at a loss for words" to describe 
their performance in the cru-
cial Super Tackle situations. 

Devank's performance 
drew special attention, as he 
shouldered the raiding 
responsibilities when the 
team's other raiders weren't 
at their best.  

His ability to handle pres-
sure and secure points con-
sistently throughout the 
match proved crucial in the 
Pirates' victory.

Odisha forward Kanika aims to soar high in women’s HIL AFC Beach Soccer: India drawn 
with Thailand, Kuwait, Lebanon
AGENCIES 
KUALA LUMPUR, 19 DECEMBER 

 
India were drawn against 
hosts Thailand, Kuwait and 
Lebanon in Group A of the 
AFC Beach Soccer Asian Cup 
Thailand 2025.  
The draw, which saw 16 
teams divided into four groups 
of four, was held at the AFC 
House in Kuala Lumpur, the 
capital of Malaysia, on Thurs-
day. 

India will participate in 
the tournament after 18 years, 
having last featured at the 
2007 Asian Beach Soccer 
Championship in the UAE. 
The Indian national beach 
soccer team will be active 
for the first time since the 
2008 Asian Beach Games in 
Indonesia. 

Set to be hosted by Thai-
land for a third time, the 
11th edition of the AFC Beach 
Soccer Asian Cup will take 
place at Jomtien Beach in 
Pattaya from 20 to 30 March, 
2025. 

The 16 teams were seeded 
into four pots based on their 
final ranking from the 2023 
tournament, where appli-
cable, with Thailand seeded 
first as the host association. 

Thailand and Kuwait were 
quarterfinalists in the 2023 
edition, while Lebanon were 
eliminated in the group stage. 

The top two finishers from 
each group will move into 
the quarterfinals.  

Qualification to the FIFA 
Beach Soccer World Cup is 
also on offer – the top three 
teams will fill the three berths 
allocated to the AFC for the 
2025 edition in the Seychelles. 

 
AFC Beach Soccer Asian 

Cup Thailand 2025 Draw 
Result 

Group A: Thailand, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, India 

Group B: Japan, China 
PR, Saudi Arabia, Iraq 

Group C: Iran, UAE, 
Afghanistan, Indonesia 

Group D: Oman, Bahrain, 
Malaysia, Vietnam
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Ferrari boss Frederic Vasseur expressed confidence in the team's 
decision to bring seven-time World Champion Lewis Hamilton 
on board for the 2025 season. Speaking at Ferrari's traditional 

Christmas media lunch in Maranello, Vasseur revealed the 
seamless process of securing Hamilton’s signature and 
expressed his faith in his ability to contribute to Ferrari’s 
quest for a world title. For Hamilton, the transfer to 
Ferrari marks the culmination of a dream long held 
since his early days in motorsport. 
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ICC confirms hybrid model 
for 2025 Champions Trophy
Matches between arch-rivals India, Pakistan to be played at neutral venue during 2024-27 cycle 
TRIDIB BAPARNASH  
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER  

 

P
utting an end to spec-
ulations regarding 
the upcoming ICC 
Champions Trophy, 

the International Cricket 
Council on Thursday 
announced that marquee 
tournament will be played 
in Pakistan and a neutral 
venue.  

The landmark decision 
comes as part of a broader 
arrangement for the 2024-
2027 ICC events cycle, which 
stipulates that the matches 
between India and Pakistan 
will be played at neutral ven-
ues during this period.  

In a statement released 
by the ICC, it confirmed: 
"India and Pakistan matches 
hosted by either country at 
ICC Events during the 2024-
2027 rights cycle will be 
played at a neutral venue.”  

The move applies to sev-
eral upcoming marquee tour-
naments, including the 2025 
Champions Trophy, the 2025 
Women’s World Cup in India, 
and the 2026 Men’s T20 
World Cup in India and Sri 
Lanka.  

Meanwhile, the ICC 
Champions Trophy, sched-
uled to begin on 19 February 
in Pakistan, faced uncertainty 
due to India's refusal to travel 
to the host nation, adding 
to logistical issues for the 

tournament's smooth con-
duct.  

The BCCI cited safety 

concerns as primary reason 
behind not traveling to Pak-
istan, while the PCB argued 

that the Indian board should 
honour the arrangement, 
given that Pakistan had done 

the same during the 2023 
ODI World Cup held in India.  

Due to strained political 
relations between the two 
nations, India has not toured 
Pakistan since 2008, when 
they participated in the Asia 
Cup.  

The two arch-rivals last 
played a bilateral series in 
2012-13 in India, comprising 
white-ball matches.  

After that, India and Pak-
istan have primarily faced 
each other in ICC tourna-
ments and Asia Cups. 

The Champions Trophy, 
featuring eight elite teams – 
Afghanistan, Australia, 
Bangladesh, England, India, 
New Zealand, South Africa, 
and Pakistan – will take place 
in February and March next 
year.  

Pakistan are the defending 
champions after their triumph 
in the 2017 edition against 
India.  

This marks the first time 
the tournament will be held 
in Pakistan since its inception 
in 1998.  

In addition to the men’s 
event, Pakistan has also 
secured the hosting rights 
for the 2028 Women’s T20 
World Cup, where neutral 
venues will again be imple-
mented for India-Pakistan 
fixtures.  

The schedule for the ICC 
Champions Trophy 2025 is 
set to be confirmed soon.

Zimbabwe include seven 
uncapped players in 
squad for Test series 
against Afghanistan: Zim-
babwe have included 
seven uncapped players in 
their squad for the 
upcoming two-match Test 
series against 
Afghanistan. Both Test 
matches will be played at 
the Queens Sports Club in 
Bulawayo. Batter Ben Cur-
ran, who recently made 
his Zimbabwe debut, and 
Johnathan Campbell, wick-
etkeeper-batters Tadi-
wanashe Marumani and 
Nyasha Mayavo as well as 
pace bowlers Trevor 
Gwandu, Takudzwa 
Chataira and Newman 
Nyamhuri are the 
uncapped players in Zim-
babwe’s Test squad. The 
series against Afghanistan 
marks a momentous occa-
sion for Zimbabwe cricket 
as it will be hosting its 
first Boxing Day Test at 
home in 28 years. The last 
time Zimbabwe played a 
home Boxing Day Test, 
was in 1996, which ended 
in a rain-affected drawn 
match against England at 
Harare Sports Club. Since 
then, Zimbabwe have only 
played Boxing Day Tests 
abroad against New 
Zealand in 2000 and South 
Africa in 2017, the latter 
being a pink-ball day-night 
fixture in Port Elizabeth. 
After the first Test 
against Afghanistan takes 
place from 26-30 Decem-
ber, Zimbabwe will be 
hosting their first New 
Year’s Test, scheduled for 
2-6 January, 2025.

THUMBNAILS

Josh Hazelwood frustrated after being ruled out of rest of BGT series
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Australia's star pacer Josh 
Hazelwood has been over-
shadowed by the dark clouds 
of injury durng the ongoing 
2024-25 Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy against India. 

The seamer expressed his 
feelings after getting injured 
during the fourth innings of 
the third Test at the Gabba 
against India in the ongoing 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
2024-25, according to a report 
by 7 cricket. 

Fitness concerns sidelined 
Josh Hazlewood from the 
second Test and limited his 
participation in the third. It 

has been confirmed that the 
pacer will miss the remainder 
of the series. 

"Just frustrating really. I 
ticked every box heading into 
the Test and then I could 
understand if it was my side 
again and a little bit underdone 
but this is sort of just a random 
calf strain I guess. Will do a 
deep dive into it and see 
what we can come up with 
but it feels pretty random 
sort of an injury.," Hazelwood 
told the media. 

The fast bowler also spoke 
about injuries he had suffered 
in the past. "I've had a little 
history of probably sides and 
calves they're probably the 
(0:30) two things that have 

kept me out for the majority 
over the last four years but 
yeah I sort of just (0:35) keep 
sort of adding another layer 
to the defence hopefully. Get 
back in the gym. I've ticked 
a lot (0:39) of boxes you know 
in the last 12 months," the 
33-year-old player added. 

Recapping the fifth and 
final day of the Brisbane Test, 
India had been set 275 for 
victory as Australia declared 
their second innings after 
just 18 overs to set up a grand-
stand finish, with the tourists 
reaching 8/0 in reply before 
the inclement weather set 
in. The hosts declared their 
second innings at 89/7, leaving 
India with a minimum of 56 

overs to chase down the 
victory target and claim a 2-
1 series lead. 

Earlier, Akash Deep was 
the last wicket to fall as India 
were dismissed for 260 in 
their first innings early on 
the final day and the Aussies 
set about scoring some quick 
runs once the weather cleared 
and they finally got the chance 
to chase a positive result. 

Jasprit Bumrah, 
Mohammed Siraj and Deep 
bowled well to ensure none 
of Australia's batters got 
going, with skipper Pat Cum-
mins declaring the hosts' 
innings shortly after he had 
been dismissed for a quickfire 
22.

Ashwin feeling ‘relief’ after 
announcing his retirement

AGENCIES 
CHENNAI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
After announcing his retire-
ment, Ravichandran Ashwin 
expressed his thoughts on 
the decision and said that it 
is "a great sense of relief and 
satisfaction" for him after 
taking a call to say goodbye 
to international cricket. 

India's celebrated off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin 
revealed his decision to retire 
from international cricket 
moments after the Brisbane 
Test ended in a draw on 
Wednesday. 

On Thursday, the Chen-
nai-born player received a 
warm welcome after he 
arrived at his residence in 
Chennai, a day after announc-
ing his retirement. "It's emo-
tional for a lot of people. It 
will be emotional, maybe it 
will sink in. But for me, it's a 
great sense of relief and sat-
isfaction. It had been running 
in my head for a while but it 
was very instinctive. I felt it 
on day 4 and called it on day 
5," Ashwin told a news agency. 

Further, the 38-year-old 
cricketer spoke about rejoin-
ing the five-time champions 
Chennai Super Kings franchise 
for the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2025. 

"I am going to play for 
CSK and don't be surprised 
if I try and aspire to play for 
as long as I can. I don't think 
Ashwin the cricketer is done, 
I think Ashwin the Indian 
cricketer has probably called 
it time. That's it," Ashwin 
added. 

Earlier on Wednesday, 
Ashwin appeared alongside 

India's captain Rohit Sharma 
at the post-match press con-
ference to announce his deci-
sion. Speculation about his 
retirement began to build 
when he became emotional 
and was hugged by Virat 
Kohli. 

Ashwin played 106 Tests, 
taking a staggering 537 wick-
ets, including 37 five-wicket 
hauls, and scored 3,503 runs. 
His contributions to Indian 
cricket extend far beyond 
these impressive statistics. 

He is the seventh-highest 
wicket-taker in Test cricket 
history and the second-high-
est for India, behind Anil 
Kumble (619). He also has 
the second-most five-wicket 
hauls in Tests, after Sri Lankan 
legend Muttiah Muralitharan 
(67). 

Ashwin was instrumental 
in India's dominance in Test 
cricket, especially during 
their rise to the top between 
2014 and 2019. 

In limited-overs cricket, 
Ashwin played 181 matches, 
taking 228 wickets. He fea-
tured in 116 ODIs, claiming 
156 wickets with best figures 
of 4/25 and scoring 707 runs. 
In 65 T20Is, he took 72 wickets, 
with best figures of 4/8, and 
scored 184 runs. With 765 
international wickets across 
formats, Ashwin is India's 
second-highest wicket-taker, 
behind Kumble (953). He 
was also part of India's 2011 
World Cup-winning squad 
and the 2013 Champions 
Trophy team. Ashwin's retire-
ment marks the end of a 
remarkable era, leaving 
behind a legacy that will 
inspire future generations.

Wouldn’t have let him go like that: Kapil Dev expresses surpise at Ashwin’s retirement
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 19 DECEMBER 

 
Former India captain Kapil 
Dev expressed that he would 
not have wanted the ace 
Indian all-rounder Ravichan-
dran Ashwin to retire from 
the game in such a manner. 
Instead, he would have pre-
ferred to bid him farewell 
with great respect and joy.  

Ashwin surprised the crick-
eting world when he made 
the announcement of retiring 
from international cricket 
with immediate effect after 
India's third Test against Aus-
tralia, a game he was not 
selected for, ended in a draw 
at the Gabba, Brisbane on 
Wednesday. His last inter-
national game was the day-
night Test against Australia 
in Adelaide, where he took 
1-53 in his 18 overs and made 
29 runs with the bat, as India 
lost by ten wickets. 

"I feel the next generation 
has to be better than us. If 
not, the world is not going 
ahead. We never imagined 
somebody could come close 
to Sachin Tendulkar or Sunil 
Gavaskar. So you get the next 
generation come out, their 
strike rate, their way of playing 
is so unique. So you appreciate 
the next generation," Kapil 
Dev said at an event in  
Ahmedabad. 

"Like Ashwin, you said he 
is gone. I wish if I were there, 
I wouldn't have let him go 
like that. I would have sent 

him with a lot of respect and 
happiness. Because when 
you leave something, when 
you love something, it's very 
tough. And we have to respect 
those people," the 1983 World 
Cup-winning captain added. 

The 38-year-old, however, 
will be playing in the IPL 2025 
for the Chennai Super Kings, 
who bought the ace off-
spinner for Rs 9.75 crore at 
the IPL 2025 mega auction 
last month. 

Ashwin ended his 14-year 
international career with 537 
wickets at an average of 24 
in 106 Tests and became 
India’s second-leading wick-
et-taker after legendary leg-
spinner Anil Kumble (619). 
He also scored six Test cen-
turies and 14 fifties. He also 
played 116 ODIs for India, 
taking 156 wickets, and 65 

T20I matches, taking 72 wick-
ets. Ashwin was a member 
of 2011 ODI World Cup and 
2013 Champions Trophy-
winning teams. In Tests, Ash-
win was one of the biggest 
match winners in the Indian 
team’s 12-year-long home 
dominance and played a star-
ring role in the 2020/21 Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy win in 
Australia. Ashwin was one of 
the 11 all-rounders to clinch 
the double of 3000 runs and 
300 wickets in Tests. He also 
won a record 11 Player-of-
the-Series awards, which is 
level with Sri Lanka’s Muttiah 
Muralitharan. 

Meanwhile, former Aus-
tralia captain Ricky Ponting 
has lauded Ashwin's impact 
on the game, saying the 
veteran off-spinner always 
stood out for his remarkably 

sharp cricketing brain. 
 “Well I must admit I'm 

really surprised to hear that 
Ravi Ashwin has retired. I 
mean he's been such a fan-
tastic stalwart of Indian cricket. 
His record at home is out-
standing. His record away 
from home is equally as good.” 

“He's going to go down 
as one of the all-time great 
spin bowlers, one of the all-
time great Indian cricketers. 
I had the pleasure of playing 
quite a bit against him and I 
had the pleasure of coaching 
him at the Delhi Capitals. 
He's got one of the sharpest 
cricket brains that you that 
you would ever come across,” 
said Ponting in a video posted 
by the ICC on their Instagram 
account. Ashwin also scored 
six Test centuries and 14 fifties 
with the bat in the longer 

format. His last international 
game was the day-night Test 
against Australia in Adelaide, 
where he took 1-53 in his 18 
overs and made 29 runs with 
the bat, as India lost by ten 
wickets. 

Ashwin also played 116 
ODIs for India, taking 156 
wickets, and being a member 
of 2011 ODI World Cup and 
2013 Champions Trophy win-
ning teams. Ashwin also 
played 65 T20I matches and 
took 72 wickets. 

“Whether the way that he 
looks at batters, the way that 
he breaks them down and 
knows he almost like Shane 
Warne, stays a step ahead of 
what the batsman was going 
to do is why he's been such 
a great bowler. His longevity 
in the game is amazing,” 
added Ponting. 

Ashwin was one of 11 all-
rounders to clinch the double 
of 3000 runs and 300 wickets 
in Tests. He also won a record 
11 Player-of-the-Series awards, 
which is level with Sri Lanka’s 
Muttiah Muralitharan. He 
will be seen in action for five-
time champions Chennai 
Super Kings in IPL 2025. 

“He's still going to be going 
around in the IPL and I'll be 
coaching against him again 
this year. But a fantastic career, 
one that I was lucky to be a 
part of and I'm sure we'll see 
lots of more wickets and more 
highlights from Ravi Ashwin 
as his career goes on,”  
concluded Ponting.

Kohli loses cool at journalist on
his arrival at Melbourne airport
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Veteran Indian batter Virat 
Kohli has reportedly lashed 
out at the mediaperson on 
his arrival at Melbourne air-
port ahead of the Boxing Day 
Test.  

After the third Test of the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
ended in a stalemate at the 
Gabba, both Australian and 
Indian teams headed to their 
next battle in Melbourne for 
the fourth Test of the series 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. 

On his arrival at the Mel-
bourne airport, Kohli was 
engaged in a heated exchange 
with a journalist, as he 
appeared to be upset by the 
presence of cameras directed 
at his family. 

According to The Sydney 
Morning Herald, reporters 
were interviewing Australian 
pacer Scott Boland, when 
Virat Kohli and his family 
were spotted nearby. Cameras 
shifted focus to Kohli, who 
appeared displeased with 
his family being filmed in a 
public setting and engaged 
in a heated exchange with a 
reporter. 

According to media 
reports, Virat walked off, 
before turning back and 
exchanging a few words with 

the journalist. 
A reporter from Channel 

7 shed more light on the sit-
uation. "It was upon seeing 
the waiting cameras that 
Kohli became a little heated 
over what is largely a mis-
understanding when he 
thought the media was filming 
him with his children,” he 
said on 7NEWS. 

Kohli then made his posi-
tion clear. "With my kids I 
need some privacy, you can’t 
film without asking me,” he 
can be heard saying, as quoted 
by 7News. Later, the India 
star cleared the air with the 
media once it was explained 
his kids in fact weren’t being 
filmed and he shook hands 
with the cameraperson before 

leaving. The star batter and 
his wife, Bollywood actress 
Anushka Sharma, have been 
extremely protective of their 
family's privacy, especially 
during travel days and match 
days when they could get 
easy exposure to paparazzi 
and TV cameras. 

In 2022, Virat requested 
the media to avoid publishing 
pictures of his daughter Vami-
ka. In February this year, the 
couple welcomed their second 
child, son Akaay. 

Kohli, who started the 
ongoing Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy in Australia with a 
century in Perth, has since 
faltered, accumulating only 
21 runs in the last three  
outings.


